
CM FIRES KHSDP EE
Kin of victims get solatium

FATAL WALL COLLAPSE

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Thursday ordered the im-
mediate suspension of an ex-
ecutive engineer for the Bow-
ring and Lady Curzon Hospi-
tal wall collapse that claimed 
seven lives, during a high-lev-
el review meeting at Vidhana 
Soudha.

A compensation of Rs 5 lakh, 
as announced by the CM, was 
distributed to the families of 
victims who lost their lives in 
the tragedy which occurred due 
to heavy downpour with gusty 
winds and hailstorm on 
Wednesday evening.

The meeting of municipal 
commissioners of the five 
corporations, chaired by Sid-
daramaiah and attended by 
Deputy Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar, focused on fix-
ing accountability and exam-
ining lapses that led to the 
tragedy.

"Why was soil dumped in a 

way that damaged the wall? 
Why did you not monitor 
this?" Siddaramaiah asked, 
pulling up hospital authorities 
during the meeting.

A statement from the Chief 
Minister's office said that the 
CM ordered the immediate 
suspension of the executive 
engineer of the Karnataka 
Health Systems Development 
Project (KHSDP).

The action follows the EE’s  
alleged failure to avert the 
collapse of the wall, which 

was reportedly compromised 
due to soil dumping

CM directs...
n �Issue a notice to the 

head of Bowring Hospital.

n �Trim dry and dangerous 
tree branches.

n �Desilt stormwater drains 
to prevent flooding.

n �Place barricades at un-
derpasses where water 
stagnates and restrict 
public movement.

Lokayukta to book 
top officials 

BENGALURU: The Lo-
kayukta has decided to 

register a Suo Motu case 
against senior govern-

ment officials, including 
Chief Secretary Shalini 

Rajneesh, GBA chief  
Maheshwar Rao, DCP 

East, traffic police 
officers and local police 

jurisdictional staff.   
Lokayukta Justice BS 

Patil said commissioners 
of five city corporations,  
Additional Chief Secre-
tary of the Medical Edu-
cation Department, and 
other top officials linked 

to city administration will 
be named as accused. 

‘Change Your Law’  
SC  to Centre over teen 
pregnancy termination

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court has urged 
the Centre to consider amend-
ing existing abortion laws to 
allow rape survivors to termi-
nate pregnancies beyond the 
current 20-week legal limit, 
stressing the immense trauma 
faced by victims.

Hearing a case involving a 
minor rape survivor, the apex 
court highlighted the physical 
and emotional suffering en-
dured by victims, observing 
that forcing them to continue 
an unwanted pregnancy adds to 
their “pain and humiliation.”

The court questioned the ri-
gidity of the current legal frame-
work under the Medical Termi-
nation of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 
which generally permits abortion 
up to 20 weeks, with limited ex-
tensions under specific condi-

tions.Emphasising a more hu-
mane and rights-based approach, 
the bench asked the government 
to re-examine the law in light of 
evolving societal realities and 
the need to protect survivors’ 
dignity and autonomy.

n� �When there is a pregnancy 
due to rape, there should  
not be time limit. 

n� �No court can force a minor to 
continue an unwanted preg-
nancy against her will.

n� ��Nothing can compensate the 
agony she (the child) suffered 
after the rape.

n� ��If it has become a fight 
between a child and foetus, 
then the child should be 
allowed to live with dignity.

n� �Law needs to be organic and 
in sync with evolving time.

What the top court said

Americans 
belong at bottom 

of Gulf waters: 
Mojtaba

TEHRAN
 

Iran Supreme Leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei issued a dire warn-
ing to the US on Thursday, 
which was also the National 
Persian Gulf Day, saying a 
“new chapter” for the Gulf 
and the Strait of Hormuz is 
taking shape amid the ongo-
ing war and that Tehran would 
secure the Gulf region and 
eliminate “the enemy’s abuses 
of the waterway.” 

In his message that was broad-
cast on Iranian state TV, he said 
the Gulf region will have a 
“bright future” 
without the pres-
ence of the US. 
The only place 
Americans be-
long in the 
Persian Gulf is 
“at the bottom of its waters.”

“Ninety million proud and 
honourable Iranians inside and 
outside the country regard all of 
Iran’s identity-based, spiritual, 
human, scientific, industrial, and 
technological capacities—from 
nanotechnology and biotechnol-
ogy to nuclear and missile capa-
bilities—as national assets and 
will protect them just as they 
protect the country’s waters, 
land, and airspace,” Khamenei 
wrote in his message, reiterating 
the hard stance on not giving 
up the nuclear programme and 
missile development.

‘Current captain to continue…’
BENGALURU

 
Congress President Mallikar-
jun Kharge said on Thursday 
that there will be no chief 
minister change in Karnataka 
"for now" and that the leader-
ship tussle will be resolved at 
the earliest.

His comments come at a 

time when there have been 
speculations of a possible lead-
ership change and cabinet re-
shuffle after the results 
for the assembly elec-
tions in four states and 
one Union Territory, 
along with bypolls to 
two assembly segments 
in Karnataka, are an-

nounced on May 4.
Supporters of DyCM DK 

Shivakumar have been insist-
ing on his elevation in 
line with a rumoured 
power-sharing agree-
ment with Siddara-
maiah when the party 
won the 2023 assembly 
polls.

Centre begins probe 
to prevent dual LPG, 

PNG connections
NEW DELHI 

 
The Centre has initiated a na-
tionwide assessment to iden-
tify households with both liq-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
and piped natural gas (PNG) 
connections as it enforces an 
order prohibiting dual owner-
ship, aiming to curb misuse 
and better target subsidies. 

"Assessment is being done as 
to how many have dual con-
nections," said Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Joint 
Secretary Sujata Sharma during 
an inter-ministerial briefing on 
West Asia.

Last month, the Ministry 
barred households with PNG 
connections from retaining or 
obtaining subsidised domestic 
LPG cylinders. Through a notifi-
cation issued on March 14, the 
government amended the Liq-
uefied Petroleum Gas (Regula-
tion of Supply and Distribu-
tion) Order, 2000, under the 
Essential Commodities Act.
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COOL SHOWERS, CHAOTIC STREETS, TWO SIDES OF SUDDEN RAIN
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Rain was expected on 
Wednesday, but few anticipat-
ed the intensity it would un-
leash across Bengaluru as a 
40-minute downpour disrupt-
ed normal life. Central and 
eastern parts bore the brunt, 
with commuters stranded at 
Metro stations, bus stops and 
office exits as ankle-deep wa-
ter accumulated quickly.

With IMD issuing an or-
ange alert, residents ques-
tioned whether the city is tru-
ly prepared for sudden rain 
events that have become in-
creasingly frequent. Rahul 
Goyal, a trader on SJP Road, 
said authorities must explain 

what preventive steps have 
been taken to avoid flooding 
during short but intense show-
ers, especially in commercial 
zones.

He added that dug-up 
roads, potholes and open 
manholes are major hazards 
for both motorists and pedes-
trians, urging civic agencies 
to complete desilting of drains 
without delay and ensure de-
bris is not left blocking traf-
fic. SJP Road, he said, was 
completely inundated, making 
movement extremely difficult 
for commuters.

P Dakshinya, a non-IT pro-
fessional from Mahadevapu-
ra, said she was caught in the 
rain just as she was leaving 

office and was surprised by 
how quickly streets turned 
into streams. What was a 
pleasant moment soon be-
came a struggle as the route 
from bus stop to home was 
flooded within minutes.

Many commuters found 

their two-wheelers and cars 
partially submerged in low-ly-
ing areas such as Sultanpet 
and Kamaraj Road, while pe-
destrians struggled to navi-
gate flooded stretches and 
exposed manholes on pave-
ments that posed safety risks.

However, not everyone 
viewed the rain negatively. 
Those who stayed indoors 
welcomed the sudden change 
in weather, saying it brought 
much-needed relief from the 
scorching summer heat and 
improved overall comfort 
across the city.

Vihan Raj from Whitefield 
said the rain was a welcome 
break after weeks of rising 
temperatures, making travel 
to Koramangala for his intern-
ship more pleasant and less 
exhausting during daily com-
mutes across the city.

Misha Baniya, a student 
from SG Palya, said the rain 
brings freshness to life, with 
earthy aromas and cool winds 

creating a calming atmo-
sphere that helps ease stress 
and refresh the mind after 
long days.

Authorities said they are 
monitoring rain-affected areas 
after IMD issued an orange 
alert, and assured that teams 
have been deployed for clear-
ing waterlogging, desilting 
drains and addressing com-
plaints from residents across 
Bengaluru. Officials also 
urged citizens to report open 
manholes and avoid water-
logged stretches until condi-
tions improve, as intermittent 
showers are likely to continue 
over the next few hours in 
several parts of the city. Offi-
cials said close monitoring.

RAIN HAVOC

QUICK READ

Bengaluru
 rains flood Metro 

stations

K’taka moves SC 
against bike-taxi order 
citing safety concerns

Heavy rain destroys 
three-acre banana 

plantation

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Heavy rain battered Ben-

galuru on Wednesday, 
flooding Metro stations 

and disrupting public 
transport across several 
parts of the city. Water-
logging near Jayadeva 

Hospital Metro station on 
the Yellow Line left 

stretches toward Silk 
Board partially non-mo-
torable, forcing vehicles 

into a single lane and 
causing major traffic 

snarls. Premises around 
Silk Board Metro station 

were also inundated, add-
ing to congestion already 
worsened by the closure 

of the double-decker flyo-
ver. At KSR Bengaluru City 

Junction railway station, 
passengers struggled to 
find cabs and autorick-

shaws amid the rain cha-
os. A fallen tree near the 
station’s third entrance 

also damaged parked ve-
hicles. Flooding was re-
ported near under-con-
struction Pink Line sta-

tions along Bannerghatta 
Road.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-

ment has approached the 
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the High Court order 

that lifted the ban on 
bike-taxi operations in the 

state. The appeal con-
tests the High Court ruling 
favouring cab aggregators 
offering bike-taxi services. 

The matter is yet to be 
listed before the apex 
court. Earlier, the High 

Court held that a blanket 
ban on bike taxis was le-
gally unsustainable and 

directed the transport de-
partment to permit such 

services by classifying 
two-wheelers as trans-

port vehicles and issuing 
contract carriage permits. 
State government sourc-
es said the appeal argues 
that two-wheelers cannot 

be treated as transport 
vehicles under the Motor 
Vehicles Act. The govern-
ment has also cited safe-

ty concerns involving 
women, children and 

pillion riders.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Heavy rain accompanied 
by hailstorms destroyed 

a three-acre banana 
plantation in Hakkinalu 
village of Nelamangala 

taluk on Wednesday, 
leaving a farmer’s family 
devastated. Farmer Kr-

ishnappa’s plantation of 
nearly 3,000 banana 

trees was completely up-
rooted just before har-

vest. According to family 
members, the crop had 

been cultivated after 
pawning gold ornaments, 
including his wife’s wed-
ding ring, to raise funds. 
The farmer reportedly 

spent around Rs 8 to 10 
lakh on cultivation and 

was expecting returns of 
nearly Rs 40 to 45 lakh 
this season. Following 
the massive loss, Kr-

ishnappa’s family has ap-
pealed to the govern-
ment for immediate 

compensation and relief 
assistance.

B’luru rain aftermath: GBA orders emergency safety 
measures after Bowring Hospital wall collapse

GBA chief reviews tragedy aftermath, intensifies citywide safety and emergency cleanup operations immediately
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A day after the tragic com-
pound wall collapse near 
Bowring Hospi ta l  tha t 
claimed seven lives, the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) has launched a city-
wide emergency response, 
ordering intensified safety 
measures, debris clearance 
and preventive inspections 
across Bengaluru following 
heavy rainfall and hailstorms.

GBA Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao chaired a 
high-level review meeting on 
Thursday to assess the situa-
tion and coordinate immedi-
ate action among civic agen-
cies after the deadly incident 
shocked the city.

The wall collapse near 

Bowring and Lady Curzon 
Hospital killed seven people, 
including four men, two 
women and a girl child. The 
victims were reportedly road-
side vendors seated beside the 

compound wall when the 

structure suddenly collapsed 
during heavy rain on Wednes-
day evening.

Officials said three people 
sustained serious injuries and 
are currently undergoing 

treatment at Victoria Hospital, 
while three others with minor 
injuries are being treated at 
Bowring Hospital.

The state authorities have 
announced compensation of 
Rs 5 lakh each for the fami-
lies of the deceased. Officials 
also assured that all necessary 
medical treatment is being 
provided to the injured.

During the emergency re-
view meeting, Maheshwar 
Rao instructed all municipal 
bodies functioning under the 
GBA jurisdiction to remain on 
high alert and immediately 
identify vulnerable structures, 
compound walls and rain-af-
fected areas to prevent similar 
tragedies.

Strict directions were is-

sued to clear all fallen trees, 
branches and debris across 
Bengaluru by Thursday morn-
ing with assistance from fire 
and emergency services per-
sonnel. Civic officials were 
also asked to identify desig-
nated dumping and storage 
locations for fallen trees and 
branches to streamline clean-
up operations.

The meeting was attended 
by senior civic and adminis-
trative officials, including 
Special Commissioner Sush-
ma Godbole, Municipal Com-
missioners Pommala Sunil 
Kumar, Dr KV Rajendra, DS 
Ramesh, KN Ramesh and Dr 
Harish Kumar.  BWSSB 
Chairman Ram Prasath 
Manohar, Additional Com-

missioners Daljit Kumar and 
Naveen Kumar, chief engi-
neers and fire department of-
ficials also participated.

Heavy rain continued to im-
pact several parts of Bengalu-
ru on Wednesday. The city 
recorded an average rainfall 
of 60 mm, accompanied by 
hailstorms around 5 pm. 
Rainfall levels reportedly 
reached 77.6 mm in parts of 
the Central zone, including 
Cottonpet, Binnipet, Kempap-
ura, Subhash Nagar, Jagaje-
evanram Nagar and the KR 
Market region.

Authorities have urged res-
idents to remain cautious as 
rain-related emergency oper-
ations continue across the 
city.

K’taka tightens homestay rules 
after Kodagu tourist assault case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government 
has intensified monitoring of 
foreign tourists staying in 
homestays and launched a 
crackdown on illegal accom-
modations following the al-
leged rape of a US tourist in 
Kodagu district, where two 
persons, including a homestay 
owner and cook, were arrest-
ed.

Acting on directions issued 
by the Director General and 
Inspector General of Police 
and the Additional Director 
General of Police (Law and 
Order), authorities carried out 
a special inspection drive 
across districts with a high 
concentration of homestays, 
including Kodagu, Chikka-
magaluru, Udupi and Dakshi-
na Kannada.

Officials said the operation 
has so far identified more 
than 100 illegal homestays, 
with inspections still continu-
ing in several regions. 

A detailed report recom-
mending action against viola-
tors will soon be submitted to 
the police and tourism depart-
ments.

Under the revised safety 
guidelines, homestay opera-
tors must upload details of all 
foreign guests onto the police 
department’s digital monitor-
ing system and continue man-
datory submission of Form C 
to the Foreigners Regional 
Registration Office (FRRO). 
Operators are also required 
to prominently display regis-
tration certificates and li-
cences at reception areas and 
report any suspicious or ille-
gal activity immediately.

Authorities have made po-
lice verification compulsory 
for all homestay staff. 

Guests must also be pro-
vided emergency contact in-
formation for local police, 
health services and district 
administration officials.

Officials acknowledged 
that monitoring tourists in 
remote estate properties has 
remained challenging, espe-
cially as many unregistered 
homestays operate informal-
ly and depend heavily on 
tourism platforms for in-
come.

HM Srinivas, Joint Com-
missioner of Tourism, said 

registered homestays are 
governed under the Karnata-
ka Tourism Trade (Facilita-
tion and Regulation) Act, 
2015, which mandates li-
censing and compliance 
checks.Additional measures 
introduced by the govern-
ment include compulsory 
training programmes for 
owners and staff through dis-
trict tourism development 
committees. The Women and 
Child Development Depart-
ment will conduct awareness 
sessions on gender sensitisa-
tion, the POSH Act and the 
POCSO Act.

Homestays must now in-
stall QR codes at reception 
areas enabling guests to 
download the Karnataka 
State Police SOS app. 

In locations with weak 
mobile connectivity, opera-
tors must provide alternative 
communication facilities 
such as landline phones.

CCTV cameras have also 
been made mandatory at re-
ception areas, with footage 
required to be stored for at 
least 30 days.

Owner presence 
mandatory
To strengthen supervision 
and accountability, the gov-
ernment has made it compul-
sory for homestay owners to 
reside on the premises, par-
ticularly in remote tourist 
destinations frequently visit-
ed by foreign travellers.

Revised norms 
mandate foreign guest 

reporting, police 
verification, CCTV 
surveillance and 

stricter compliance.

15 per cent NRI quota proposed for all govt medical colleges in K’taka
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Directorate of Medical 
Education has proposed intro-
duc ing  a  15  per  cen t 
Non-Resident Indian (NRI) 
quota across all government 
medical colleges in Karnata-
ka, a move aimed at increas-
ing institutional revenue and 
addressing funding gaps in 
medical education.

Last year, the NRI quota 
was introduced on a limited 
scale, applicable only to addi-
tional seats added after the 
first round of counselling. At 
that time, around 67 seats 

were offered under the quota, 
covering approximately 450 
newly added seats. The new 
proposal seeks to extend the 
benefit across all MBBS and 
postgraduate seats in state-run 
institutions.

At present, Karnataka has 
around 4,200 MBBS seats in 
government medical colleges, 
of which 15 per cent fall un-
der the all-India quota. The 
directorate has suggested a 
uniform fee of ₹25 lakh for 
MBBS seats under the pro-
posed NRI category. For post-
graduate courses, it has rec-
ommended a differential fee 

structure, with varying rates 
for clinical and para-clinical 
programmes.

“We have recommended a 
uniform fee structure for 
MBBS seats across colleges. 
However, for PG, we suggest 
different rates for clinical and 
paraclinical programmes,” 
said Sujatha Rathod, Director 
of Medical Education.

The medical education de-
partment clarified that no fi-
nal decision has been taken 
yet. Sources said the finance 
department has raised queries 
regarding the cost-benefit im-
plications of the proposal and 

its long-term impact on access 
to medical education.

Officials argue that the pro-
posal is intended to supple-
ment government funding, as 
existing grants are considered 
insufficient to meet rising op-
erational costs of medical col-
leges and hospitals. The de-
partment believes an expand-
ed NRI quota could provide a 
steady additional revenue 
stream.

Currently, NRI admissions 
in Karnataka are restricted to 
private medical colleges, 
where MBBS fees reportedly 
range between ₹1 crore and 

₹2.5 crore. Several agricultur-
al and veterinary universities 
in the state already have up to 
15 per cent NRI quota in 
place.

Similar policies exist in 
states like Haryana, Rajas-
than, Himachal Pradesh and 
Punjab. However, the earlier 
attempt to introduce a broader 
NRI quota in Karnataka faced 
resistance from several stake-
holders.

The proposal will require 
approval from the finance de-
partment followed by a final 
nod from the state cabinet be-
fore implementation.

New stretch of Silk Board 
flyover closed after trial run
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Within a week of opening the 
new carriageway of the dou-
ble-decker flyover between 
Silk Board and Ragigudda 
Metro station, city traffic po-
lice closed the stretch for mo-
torists, citing its status as a 
trial run and pending safety 
corrections.

Officials said the 3.5-km 
elevated corridor was opened 
temporarily to assess traffic 
movement, and a final deci-
sion on regular operations 
now rests with the Bangalore 
Metro Rail Corporation 
Limited (BMRCL). 
Authorities added 
that several road 
safety issues were 
identified during 
the trial phase, 
prompting imme-
diate corrective 
instructions.

A senior police offi-
cer said BMRCL has been 
asked to address concerns re-
lated to inadequate signage 
and road-user guidance be-
fore the stretch is opened per-
manently. Among the key 
suggestions is the installation 
of a directional signboard in-
dicating the down ramp to-
wards BTM Layout at least 
100 metres in advance for 
motorists approaching from 
the HSR Layout side.

Officials have also recom-
mended the installation of 
r u m b l e  s t r i p s  a s  a 
speed-calming measure, im-
proved speed limit signage, 

and strict enforcement of lane 
discipline along the flyover to 
ensure safer traffic flow on 
the elevated corridor.

Sources indicated that the 
flyover is likely to be opened 
for regular traffic from May 
1, following a review and in-
spection. Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar is ex-
pected to visit the site and 
take a ride on the new stretch 
before it is fully thrown open 
to the public.

The corridor had initially 
brought relief to thousands of 
commuters travelling between 

southern Bengaluru and 
the Outer Ring Road 

stretch connecting 
KR Pura and Silk 
Board. The proj-
ect, executed by 
BMRCL at a cost 
of ₹530 crore, is 

part of efforts to 
ease congestion on 

one of the city’s busi-
est traffic corridors.

The stretch from Ragigud-
da to Silk Board was first 
opened in July 2024, while 
the reverse direction was re-
cently opened on a trial basis 
before the sudden closure.

However, the quick shut-
down left several motorists 
confused. Badrinath, a com-
muter, said users were not 
informed clearly about the 
closure and urged authori-
ties to fix issues quickly and 
open the road for regular 
use without waiting for for-
mal inaugurations or VIP 
inspections.

Cabinet clears  
infrastructure, 

welfare, recruitment 
proposals

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Cabinet on 
Thursday approved and dis-
cussed a range of major infra-
structure, welfare and admin-
istrative initiatives, including 
high-speed rail connectivity, 
township development and 
large-scale recruitment across 
government departments.One 
of the major proposals dis-
cussed was the Hyder-
abad-Bengaluru High-Speed 
Rail corridor, a 607-km proj-
ect with 101.03 km passing 
through Karnataka. Proposed 
stations include Adipura, 
Devanahalli and Kodihalli, 
with Devanahalli expected to 
provide seamless connectivity 
to Kempegowda International 
Airport.The Cabinet also 
granted in-principle approval 
for ₹28.47 crore in Viability 
Gap Funding to support re-
gional flight services between 
Bidar-Bengaluru and Kalabu-
ragi-Bengaluru. The funding 
will be shared by the Kalyan 
Karnataka Region Develop-
mentBoardandthe state infra-
structure department.In urban 
development, the government 
approved an ambit ious 
₹18,104-crore Integrated 
Township project spread 
across 7,488 acres in Ra-
managara and Harohalli ta-
luks. Landowners will be 
compensated either through 
direct payment or developed 
residential plots under a 
land-sharing model.The Cab-
inet further approved procure-
ment of 80 city buses for the 
North West Karnataka Road 
Transport Corporation.

For welfare programmes, 
₹600 crore was earmarked for 
development of minority col-
onies during 2026-27 and 
2027-28. Approval was also 
given for ₹115.84 crore to 
distribute school kits to chil-
dren of registered construc-
tion workers.

The government also ap-
proved establishment of a 
Government Tool Room and 
Training Centre in Jewargi, 
Kalaburagi, purchase of six 
MRI 

machines for district hospi-
tals, and recruitment for 
56,432 vacant government 
posts.
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QUICK READ
College student  

killed, friend injured  
in lorry crash

Udupi woman 
narrowly escapes 

falling tree accident

Wild elephant halts 
traffic on Charmadi 

Ghat highway

Uppinangady
A tragic road accident 

near Neerakatte in Baja-
thuru village of  Uppinan-
gady claimed the life of a 
23-year-old college stu-

dent, Karthik,. He was rid-
ing a two-wheeler when a 
lorry collided with the ve-
hicle. The impact threw 

him onto the road, caus-
ing fatal injuries, and he 
died on the spot. His pil-

lion rider, Neha, also a 
college student, sus-

tained serious injuries and 
was admitted to a private 

hospital in Mangaluru, 
where she is currently un-
dergoing treatment. The 
students were returning 
after attending a wed-

ding. Puttur Traffic Police 
have registered a case 

and initiated an investiga-
tion into the incident.

Udupi
A woman had a narrow 

escape near Jatka Stand 
in Udupi after a tree sud-
denly uprooted and fell 
onto the road. The inci-
dent occurred in a busy 
area, but fortunately no 
pedestrians or vehicles 

were injured or damaged. 
The fall has intensified 
public concerns over 

weak and leaning trees in 
the city, with residents 

urging authorities to act 
before more accidents 

occur. After the incident, 
locals and passersby 

quickly worked together 
to remove branches and 
clear the road, restoring 

traffic flow. Citizens have 
called on municipal offi-
cials to conduct a thor-

ough survey and remove 
hazardous trees to pre-
vent similar dangerous 
situations in the future.

Chikkamagaluru
A wild elephant caused a 
major traffic disruption on 
the Charmadi Ghat stretch 
of the national highway in 

Karnataka after it ap-
peared and stood in the 

middle of the road. The in-
cident occurred near the 
3rd hairpin bend close to 
Kottigehara in Mudigere 
taluk, affecting vehicles 

moving between Dakshina 
Kannada and Chikkama-

galuru districts. Frightened 
motorists stopped their 

vehicles as the lone tusker 
blocked the route, creating 
a traffic jam. Due to poor 

mobile network in the area, 
drivers were unable to alert 
forest officials immediate-
ly. Locals said the elephant 
has frequently been seen 

in the region and urged the 
Forest Department to take 

action for relocation and 
public safety.

Vande Bharat train to link Bengaluru, coastal Goa
SUBRAMANYA

Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw has announced 
that the long-awaited Bengal-
uru–Mangaluru–Madgaon 
Vande Bharat Express is ex-
pected to begin operations 
soon, offering a high-speed 
rail connection between Kar-
nataka’s capital, the coastal 
city, and Goa’s major rail hub.

The proposed service is 
aimed at improving connec-
tivity across Karnataka and 

Goa, significantly reducing 
travel time between the inte-
rior and coastal regions. Offi-
cials indicated that the train 
could be introduced before 
the onset of the monsoon sea-
son, subject to final safety 
approvals and completion of 
technical checks.

According to railway sourc-
es, electrification work on the 
Hassan–Mangaluru stretch is 
in its final stages, which is a 
key requirement for the oper-
ation of the semi-high-speed 

Vande Bharat trains. Trial 
runs have already been con-
ducted on parts of the route, 
indicating progress toward 

operational readiness.
The new train is expected 

to cut down travel time con-
siderably compared to exist-
ing road and rail options, 
which currently take longer 
due to the challenging terrain 
of the Western Ghats. This 
improvement is expected to 
benefit daily commuters, stu-
dents, professionals, and busi-
ness travellers.

The route is also expected 
to boost tourism, as it passes 
through scenic stretches of the 

Western Ghats and the Konk-
an coastline, known for their 
natural beauty.

Officials say the project is 
part of a broader effort to 
modernise India’s rail infra-
structure and improve in-
ter-city connectivity in south-
ern India. Once launched, the 
service  is  expected to 
strengthen economic ties be-
tween Bengaluru, coastal Kar-
nataka, and Goa, while also 
supporting regional develop-
ment and tourism growth.

VANDE BHARAT COASTAL

Farmers push for higher 
payouts per hectare damaged

MP warns Shivamogga IndiGo flights may stop, seeks funds,  
licence renewal, and airport upgrades.

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Shivamogga has witnessed 
extensive damage to arecanut 
plantations following recent 
unseasonal heavy winds and 
rains, prompting calls for 
higher compensation for af-
fected farmers.

B.Y. Raghavendra urged the 
Karnataka government to an-
nounce a special relief pack-
age of 1 lakh per hectare for 
farmers who suffered crop 
losses in Holenarasipura and 
Harnahalli hoblis. He said 
thousands of hectares of are-
canut plantations have been 
severely damaged, leaving 
farmers in distress.

Speaking at a press brief-
ing, he noted that the current 
compensation of 31,000 per 
hectare is inadequate to cover 
the actual losses. He refer-
enced earlier relief measures 
implemented under the lead-
ership of B.S. Yediyurappa, 

when higher compensation 
packages were sanctioned for 
natural disaster-affected 
farmers.

Reports indicate that nearly 
10,000 hectares of agricultural 
land have been affected across 

Shivamogga and Bhadravati 
taluks, with a large portion of 
arecanut trees destroyed. The 
storm also caused damage to 
electricity infrastructure, hous-
es, and roofing materials, fur-
ther disrupting daily life in 

rural areas.
Raghavendra said the scale 

of destruction resembled a di-
saster zone, with fallen areca-
nut trees and damaged planta-
tions widespread across vil-
lages. He stressed the need for 
accurate and timely assess-
ment of losses using digital 
tools such as the Bhoomi soft-
ware system, ensuring that 
compensation reaches farmers 
without delay.

He also criticized the im-
plementation of the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, 
stating that both state and 
central mechanisms must 
work more efficiently to sup-
port affected cultivators.

The MP reiterated that the 
government should act swiftly 
to announce enhanced com-
pensation, warning that delays 
could worsen the financial 
hardship of farmers already 
struggling due to repeated 
weather-related crop damage.

The MP said IndiGo flights from Shivamogga airport may be suspended 
as the airline’s licence reportedly expired in July 2025. He noted that he 
has discussed the issue with Union Minister Pralhad Joshi and 
Karnataka Minister M.B. Patil to explore continuation options. He 
added that airlines are not covered under the UDAN scheme and urged 
the state government to allocate 400 cr. He also stressed the need for 
night landing facilities and suggested handing over airport 
management to the Airports Authority of India.

—B.Y. Raghavendra

Heatwave prompts 
extra hospital  

beds in Dakshina 
Kannada coastal belt

Dakshina Kannada health 
authorities have added 
extra hospital beds and 

prepared emergency 
measures as rising heat 
and humidity increase 

seasonal illnesses.

MANGALURU

The Dakshina Kannada health 
authorities have arranged ad-
ditional hospital beds across 
government facilities as rising 
temperatures and high humid-
ity continue to affect residents 
in the coastal region.

According to officials, the 
decision comes amid per-
sistent heatwave conditions 
and weather alerts issued by 
the meteorological depart-
ment, including orange and 
yellow warnings. The mea-
sures aim to prepare the 
healthcare system for a poten-
tial increase in heat-related 
illnesses during peak summer 
conditions.

Beds have been earmarked 
in the district hospital, taluk 
hospitals, and community 
health centres. Health offi-
cials said five beds each have 
been reserved in taluk hospi-
tals, while two beds each have 
been set aside in community 
health centres specifically for 
treating heat-related cases.

Doctors report an increase 
in patients visiting primary 
health centres with symp-
toms linked to extreme heat, 
including excessive sweat-
ing, skin irritation, rashes, 
and itching. Some cases re-
sembling scabies-like dis-
comfort have also been ob-
served, with a small but 
steady daily number of pa-
tients seeking treatment.

The district health adminis-
tration has instructed all hos-
pitals, including private insti-

tutions, to report heat-related 
cases such as heat exhaustion 
or suspected heat stroke 
through official reporting sys-
tems. This is intended to en-
sure real-time monitoring and 
response coordination.

Officials have also set up 
ORS (oral rehydration solu-
tion) distribution points in 
hospitals to address dehydra-
tion-related risks. Usage of 
ORS packets has increased in 
recent days, and local pro-
curement has been allowed to 
prevent shortages.

The health department re-
cently held a preparedness 
meeting with senior officials 
and instructed immediate re-
ferral of severe cases to high-
er medical centres. Authori-
ties said that while no con-
firmed heat stroke cases have 
been reported so far, preven-
tive measures are being 
strengthened as temperatures 
remain high.

MP reviews action against 
arecanut leaf spot disease in Sullia

MP Brijesh Chowta reviewed scientific efforts to control 
arecanut leaf spot disease in Sullia plantations.

SULLIA

The Brijesh Chowta visited 
arecanut plantations in Guth-
igaru, Sullia, to review ongo-
ing measures aimed at con-
trolling the spread of leaf spot 
disease affecting crops in the 
region.

The visit focused on a 
demonstration project being 
carried out under the Mission 
for Integrated Development 
of Horticulture, which is 
working to address the wide-
spread impact of the disease 
on arecanut farmers in Dak-
shina Kannada district.

The initiative is being im-
plemented by the Central 
Plantation Crops Research 
Institute in collaboration with 
regional agricultural experts. 
Scientists are testing nutri-
ent-based and scientific meth-
ods to control the disease in 
selected plantation areas.

During the visit, Chowta, 
along with agricultural scien-
tists and local stakeholders, 
inspected trial plantations in 
Guthigaru village. The study 

currently covers about six 
acres of arecanut cultivation, 
including plots where con-
trolled interventions have 
been ongoing since June last 
year.

Officials said continuous 
monitoring, data collection, 
and field demonstrations are 
being carried out to evaluate 
the effectiveness of disease 
management strategies. An 
automatic weather station has 
also been installed in one of 
the plantations to study envi-
ronmental factors such as 
rainfall, humidity, and tem-
perature.

Experts believe that exces-

sive rainfall, high humidity, 
and changing climate patterns 
are contributing to the rapid 
spread of leaf spot disease 
through air-borne transmis-
sion. The research aims to 
develop long-term solutions 
that can reduce crop losses for 
farmers.

Local agricultural officials, 
cooperative society represen-
tatives, scientists, and farmers 
accompanied the MP during 
the visit, highlighting the col-
laborative effort between gov-
ernment bodies, research in-
stitutions, and the farming 
community to address the 
agricultural challenge.

Police urged to focus on 
health, says SP Nikhil

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Shivamogga district police 
personnel must prioritise 
their health while working 
under constant stress, said 
Nikhil B. while inaugurating 
a health awareness and train-
ing programme organised 
jointly by a private hospital 
and the  dis t r ic t  pol ice  
department.

He said officers above 53 
years of age should undergo 
regular health check-ups, 
adding that organs such as 
the kidney play a crucial 
role in maintaining overall 
body function. The pro-
gramme was specifically de-
signed for Sub-Inspectors, 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 
and Armed Reserve Sub-In-
s p e c t o r s  i n  t h i s  a g e  
group.

The workshop included 
free medical check-ups, ses-
sions on post-retirement life-
style management, yoga 
practice, healthy diet habits, 
and guidance on using pen-
sion benefits effectively. Ex-
perts also delivered lectures 
on maintaining physical and 
mental well-being after  
retirement.

Medical professionals, in-

cluding urologists and dieti-
cians, participated in the 
programme.  Dr.  Chan-
drashekhar spoke about kid-
ney health and preventive 
care, while nutrition experts 
highlighted the importance 
of balanced diets for long-
term wellness.

Senior police officials 
such as Additional SP A.G. 
Kariyappa and DySP Babu 
Anjanappa were also pres-
ent. Wellness experts and 
yoga instructors demonstrat-
ed stress-relief techniques 
and daily exercise routines 
aimed at improving physical 
f i t n e s s  a m o n g  p o l i c e  
personnel.

The SP emphasised that 
police work involves high 
pressure and irregular sched-
ules, making preventive 
healthcare essential. He en-
couraged officers to adopt 
healthier lifestyles, includ-
ing regular exercise, yoga, 
and proper nutrition.

The programme concluded 
with interactive sessions 
where officers shared con-
cerns related to work stress 
and aging-related health is-
sues, with experts providing 
guidance on managing them 
effectively.

CNC launches Talacauvery campaign 
for Codava constituencies

MADIKERI

The Codava National Council 
is set to launch a campaign at 
Talacauvery on May 1, de-
manding exclusive political 
representation for the Codava 
community in the upcoming 
delimitation exercise.

Council convenor N.U. Na-
chappa said the campaign will 
focus on long-pending de-
mands, including the creation 
of exclusive Assembly and 
Parliamentary constituencies 
for Codavas within their tra-
ditional homeland. He said 
the proposal is aimed at en-
suring adequate political rep-
resentation without altering 
existing territorial boundaries.

As an alternative, the or-

ganisation has also suggested 
an “intangible constituency” 
model similar to arrange-
ments used in other parts of 
India, which would allow rep-
resentation based on commu-
nity identity rather than strict-
ly defined geography.

The CNC is also demand-
ing a separate enumeration of 
Codavas in the national cen-
sus to establish clearer demo-
graphic data for constitutional 
and political considerations. It 
argues that such recognition is 
necessary to safeguard the 
community’s rights and cul-
tural identity.

Other key demands include 
constitutional protection for 
Codava religious practices, 
inclusion of the Codava lan-

guage in the Eighth Schedule 
of the Constitution, and for-
mal recognition of Talacauv-
ery as a protected sacred site.

The council has also raised 
issues related to restoration of 
ancestral lands, recognition of 
historical grievances, and es-
tablishment of memorials in 
Kodagu. It further highlighted 
concerns over Cauvery water 
sharing and the need to cor-
rect historical narratives relat-
ed to Codava heritage.

The Talacauvery campaign 
is expected to mark the begin-
ning of a wider outreach ef-
fort by the organisation ahead 
of the delimitation process, 
aimed at engaging policymak-
ers and raising awareness of 
community demands.

Free asthma 
screening week 
announced in 

Mangaluru hospital
MANGALURU

The Indiana Hospital & Heart 
Institute has announced a free 
asthma screening week from 
May 4 to May 9 in obser-
vance of World Asthma Day, 
aiming to improve awareness, 
early detection, and treatment 
of asthma.

The initiative will offer free 
consultations with pulmonol-
ogy specialists, along with 
discounted diagnostic tests for 
patients requiring further 
evaluation. The hospital said 
spirometry tests, which assess 
lung function and detect air-
way obstruction, will be 
available at a 50% discount 
during the campaign period.

Consultant pulmonologist 
Dr. Keerthan Ganapathi said 
the programme is focused on 
identifying asthma triggers, 
improving correct medication 
use, and ensuring better long-
term disease management. He 
emphasised the importance of 
early diagnosis and awareness 
in controlling respiratory con-
ditions.

The screening week is open 
to individuals experiencing 
breathing difficulties, chronic 
cough, allergies, smokers and 
former smokers, and those ex-
posed to dust, pollution, or 
chemical environments. Peo-
ple with a family history of 
asthma or allergies are also 
encouraged to participate.

Advanced diagnostic ser-
vices such as Forced Oscilla-
tion Technique (FOT), Frac-
tional Exhaled Nitric Oxide 
(FeNO) testing, and skin prick 
tests will also be available to 
support accurate diagnosis in 
complex cases. Officials said 
prior appointment is mandato-
ry, and interested individuals 
can register via the hospital 
contact number provided.

Bantwal land survey strike 
stalls revenue department work
BANTWAL

The ongoing strike by licensed surveyors in Bantwal has 
brought major land and revenue department work to a standstill, 
leaving thousands of applications pending and affecting public 
services across the region.

The protest, launched on March 1 by the All Karnataka Li-
censed Land Surveyors Association, has now entered its second 
month. Surveyors are demanding service regularisation, equal 
pay for equal work, and better service conditions, including job 
security and timely payment for work already completed.

Union representatives said they have been carrying out essen-
tial government-linked tasks for nearly 25 years, including land 
records updates, survey work under schemes such as Swamitva, 
pond measurement, and digitisation of land records. However, 
they allege that they have not received fair compensation or 
employment security.

According to reports, the strike has severely impacted admin-
istrative services. In Dakshina Kannada district alone, more than 
10,000 applications are pending, including land division, survey 
requests, and other revenue-related services. In Bantwal taluk, 
thousands of both private and government applications remain 
unresolved. The association stated that despite earlier assurances, 
including those reportedly given by the Chief Minister, their de-
mands have not been addressed. As a result, they have continued 
their indefinite strike, halting all survey-related work.
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State Government Employees Day celebrated at district level 
CH NEWS,KOPPAL

 
Government employees play 
a key role in delivering public 
services and act as the back-
bone of administration, said 
District Guarantee Scheme 
Implementation Authority 
Chairman Reddy Srinivas. He 
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing the State Government 
Employees Day celebration 
and District Level Best Ser-
vice Award ceremony held at 
the District Administration 
auditorium on Thursday.

The event was organized 
jointly by the district admin-

istration and the Karnataka 
State Government Employees 
Association, Koppal branch. 
Addressing the gathering, Sri-
nivas said government em-
ployees ensure that welfare 

schemes reach deserving peo-
ple and perform their duties 
with commitment and a ser-
vice-minded approach. He 
highl ighted that  major 
schemes, including the gov-

ernment’s five guarantee pro-
grammes, have been success-
fully implemented with the 
support of employees. In 
Koppal district alone, around 
3.20 lakh beneficiaries have 
received benefits under the 
Grihalakshmi scheme.

District  Collector Dr. 
Suresh B. Itnal said govern-
ment employees serve as a 
bridge between the govern-
ment and the public. He noted 
that the quality of their work 
reflects the image of the gov-
ernment. He urged employees 
to carry out their responsibil-
ities efficiently, remain polite 

and compassionate towards 
citizens, and maintain a bal-
ance between work, health, 
and family life.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Varnit Negi 
said dedicating a special day 
to government employees is 
unique and recognizes their 
valuable contribution. He en-
couraged staff to maintain a 
positive attitude despite work 
pressure and to perform their 
duties with sincerity and ded-
ication.Senior Vice President 
and District President of the 
Government Employees As-
sociation Nagaraj R. 

DISTRICT AWARD CEREMONY
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CH NEWS,Koppal
Deputy Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar will visit Vi-

jayanagar district on May 
3. He will travel by heli-

copter from HAL Airport 
Bengaluru at 7.30 am and 
land at Hampi Kannada 
University campus at 9 
am. At 9.10 am he will 
leave for Tungabhadra 
reservoir and inspect 
crest gate installation 

works at 9.30 am. After 
inspection, he will depart 

at 11 am and return to 
Kannada University cam-
pus at 11.20 am. Later at 

11.30 am he will leave the 
helipad and proceed to-
wards Sindhanur in Rai-

chur district. Officials 
said arrangements have 
been made for the visit 

and inspection pro-
gramme smoothly 

planned.

CH NEWS,Haveri
Uttara Kannada district’s 

Haliyal Canara Bank 
Deshpande RSET Training 
Institute has invited appli-
cations for free mobile re-

pair and service training 
scheduled in May for un-

employed rural youth. The 
programme aims to pro-

vide skill development 
and job opportunities for 
participants. Candidates 
aged between 18 and 45 

years can apply, with pref-
erence given to unem-
ployed applicants from 
rural areas. The training 
will be completely free 

and includes food and ac-
commodation facilities. 
Interested candidates 

should apply to the Direc-
tor, Deshpande RSET In-

stitute, Haliyal, Uttara 
Kannada district or 

through the official con-
tact details provided. For 

more information contact 
897014534 or 

9483485489 said in 
statement.

Mysuru
In Mysuru’s Hale Kesare 

village, a man named 
Mahesh surrendered to 

police after killing his 
wife Pushpa in a 

shocking domestic dis-
pute. Pushpa, 24, 

worked in a private 
clothing shop and of-

ten returned home late 
from work, which led to 

frequent arguments 
between the couple. 
Police said the argu-
ment escalated on 
Wednesday night, 

leading to the tragic in-
cident, after which the 

accused went to the 
station and surren-

dered. Police have tak-
en Mahesh into custo-

dy, sent the body for 
postmortem, and are 
continuing investiga-
tion into the case to 

understand the exact 
sequence of events 

and motive behind the 
crime further details.

Six Congress leaders expelled 
over party allegations charges 

Manjappa accused leaders of harming party image, opposed Abdul Jabbar’s 
reinstatement, and warned of protests against such move

DAVANGERE
 

The Davangere District Con-
gress has expelled six leaders 
for alleged anti-party activi-
ties during the Davangere 
South Assembly by-election, 
escalating internal tensions 
within the party. District Con-
gress President H.B. Manjap-
pa announced the action at a 
press conference.The expelled 
leaders include supporters of 
MLC Abdul Jabbar—M.T. 
Subhash Chandra, former 
Waqf Board President Siraj 
Ahmed, Congress leader 
Ghani Taher, Kadati Tippesh, 
U.M. Mansoor Ali, and In-
ayatullah Khan. The party had 
earlier taken disciplinary ac-
tion against Abdul Jabbar 
himself for similar charges.

Manjappa said the leaders 
had acted against party inter-
ests and damaged its image 

during the by-election. He 
also strongly objected to at-
tempts to bring Abdul Jabbar 
back into the party after he 
was expelled by AICC and 
KPCC for six years. He 
warned that any move to rein-
state him would be met with 
protests.He alleged that some 
individuals had made state-
ments and actions that insult-
ed party leaders and weak-
ened the Congress campaign 
during the election period. He 

said the district unit has al-
ready submitted a recommen-
dation to the state leadership 
seeking strict action.Davana-
gere South Block Congress 
President Ayub Pailwan also 
supported the decision and 
said evidence, including video 
clips, had been presented 
showing anti-party activities 
by the expelled members. He 
warned that party workers 
would stage protests in front 
of the KPCC office if Abdul 

Jabbar is taken back into the 
party. He further demanded 
that Jabbar be removed from 
his MLC position.

Former Mayor Chaman 
Saab urged party workers to 
remain united and avoid inter-
nal divisions. He said upcom-
ing local body elections, in-
cluding Zilla Panchayat, Ta-
luk Panchayat, and Gram 
Panchayat polls, require 
strong coordination. He also 
cautioned against mixing reli-
gion with politics, stating it 
could harm Muslim candi-
dates in local elections.

Party leaders emphasized 
that disciplinary action was 
necessary to protect the par-
ty’s unity and electoral pros-
pects. The incident has high-
lighted growing internal dif-
ferences in the district Con-
gress unit ahead of upcoming 
elections.

Forest department 
employees demand 
job security rights 

CHAMARAJANAGAR
 

Temporary employees of the 
Forest Department’s Wildlife 
Division have launched an in-
definite strike at the Bandipur 
Safari Centre in Gundlupet 
taluk, demanding job security 
and direct salary payments 
from the department.

More than 500 outsourced 
and daily wage workers from 
various parts of the state 
joined the protest, led by Out-
sourced Employees Associa-
tion president A.M. Nagaraju. 
The workers said they are op-
posing the outsourcing system 
and want the Forest Depart-
ment to take direct responsi-
bility for salaries and service 
benefits.

The employees alleged that 
despite earlier protests and 
assurances from the govern-
ment, their demands have not 
been fulfilled. They recalled 
that over 4,000 temporary for-
est workers had staged 
demonstrations last Novem-
ber, but no concrete action 
was taken afterward.

The protesters said Forest 
Minister Eshwar Khandre had 
expressed support for resolv-
ing their issues, but senior 
officials have not followed 
through. They warned that re-
peated promises without im-
plementation have forced 
them to restart the strike.

Workers said that earlier 
they received salaries and 
benefits under a welfare sys-
tem, but after changes made 
in 2017, payments are being 
routed through outsourcing 

agencies. They claimed this 
system has led to irregular 
salaries, lack of benefits, and 
job insecurity.With new con-
tracts being prepared from 
April 1, the workers demand-
ed that the current outsourc-
ing model not be continued. 
They insisted that a perma-
nent solution must be an-
nounced immediately to en-
sure fair wages and stability.

Nagaraju warned that the 
strike would continue until 
the government provides writ-
ten assurance on their de-
mands. He also said that 
workers play a crucial role in 
protecting wildlife and for-
ests, especially during the 
summer season when fire 
risks and animal movement 
increase.

The protesters cautioned 
that any disruption in forest 
duties could lead to serious 
consequences during the heat-
wave period, and held senior 
officials responsible for the 
situation.

The strike has affected rou-
tine operations at Bandipur, 
and workers have urged the 
government to intervene 
quickly and resolve the 
long-standing issues faced by 
temporary forest staff across 
the state.

Protesters said Minister 
Eshwar Khandre 

supported their issues, 
but officials failed to act, 
forcing them to resume 
strike due to unfulfilled 

promises

Nagesh condemned alleged involvement of doctors in illegal foetal 
destruction cases, calling it shocking, unacceptable, and unforgivable

DEMAND FOR STRICT ACTION IN 
FOETAL SEX DETECTION CASES

CH NEWS,MANDYA
 

Jagrita Karnataka District 
Convener N. Nagesh has de-
manded strict legal punish-
ment for doctors and others 
involved in illegal female foe-
tal sex determination cases, 
calling for scanning centres 
linked to such activities to be 
permanently blacklisted.

He said repeated incidents 
of female foetal sex detection 
in Mandya district have 
brought shame to society and 
the medical profession. He 
expressed concern that the 
district has been ranked sec-
ond in the state for such cas-
es, which reflects a serious 
social and administrative fail-
ure.

He recalled several disturb-
ing incidents, including a 
2024 case in Pandavapura 
where hundreds of female 
foetuses were allegedly de-
stroyed using scanning equip-
ment in a house, and another 
reported case in 2025 at Pan-

davapura Government Hospi-
tal quarters. Similar cases 
were also reported in areas 
like Hadya and Shivalli.

Nagesh said that recent al-
legations against medical pro-
fessionals, including doctors 
from private diagnostic cen-
tres and even a government 
hospital, have shocked the 
public. He strongly con-
demned the involvement of 
women doctors in such cases, 
calling it a highly unfortunate 
and unacceptable act. He said 
there can be no forgiveness 
for those responsible for de-
stroying female foetuses be-
fore birth.

He pointed out that data 
shows a growing imbalance in 
the male and female popula-
tion ratio in the district, which 
indicates the seriousness of 
the issue. He said the repeated 
mention of Mandya in such 
cases is deeply embarrassing 
for the district.

While welcoming the for-
mation of Taluk Vigilance 

Committees to monitor scan-
ning centres, he questioned 
their effectiveness, alleging 
that weak monitoring and lack 
of accountability among offi-
cials have allowed such ille-
gal activities to continue. He 
also criticised the functioning 
of health authorities, saying 
timely action and strict super-
vision are missing.

He demanded that the dis-
trict administration and gov-
ernment take strong legal 
steps to completely stop ille-
gal sex determination practic-
es. He suggested continuous 
monitoring of scanning cen-
tres by vigilance committees 
and strict punishment, includ-
ing permanent closure of cen-
tres found guilty even once.

He concluded that protect-
ing the girl child is a social 
responsibility and called for 
united action from authorities, 
health officials and the public 
to prevent such crimes and 
ensure strict enforcement of 
the law.

People-centric governance is 
true democracy: Ruchi Bindal

CH NEWS,HAVERI
 

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer Ruchi Bindal 
said that true democracy is 
achieved when administra-
tion responds effectively to 
the needs of people at the 
village level. She empha-
sized that the Panchayat sys-
tem forms the foundation of 
the country’s development 
and urged officials to imple-
ment government schemes 
responsibly.

She was speaking at the 
National Panchayat Raj Day 
celebration held at the Zilla 
Panchayat Hall on Thursday.

Bindal said that National 
Panchayat Raj Day is ob-
served every year on April 
24 to mark the enforcement 
of the 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment, which gave 
constitutional status to local 
self-governance in rural In-
dia. The amendment, passed 
in 1992 and implemented in 
1993, strengthened the Pan-
chayat system and brought 
governance closer to the 

people.
She explained that the 

amendmen t  c r ea t ed  a 
three-tier system of gover-
nance consisting of Gram 
Panchayat, Taluk Panchayat, 
and Zilla Panchayat. This 
structure allows people to 
directly participate in admin-
istration and ensures that 
democracy functions at the 
grassroots level.

She highlighted that the 
system promotes equal rep-
resentation by providing res-
ervation for women, Sched-
uled Castes, and other com-
munities. The provision of at 
least 33 percent reservation 
for women has significantly 
strengthened women’s par-
ticipation in rural leadership, 

with many states increasing 
it to 50 percent.

Bindal also stressed the 
importance of Gram Sabhas 
as a platform for direct pub-
lic participation. She said 
that decisions on develop-
ment works, planning, ex-
penditure review, and social 
audit are carried out through 
Gram Sabhas, ensuring 
transparency and account-
ability.

She noted that 29 subjects, 
including agriculture, health, 
education, drinking water, 
sanitation, and rural roads, 
have been devolved to Pan-
chayats, enabling them to 
plan and implement devel-
opment according to local 
needs.

Laptop distribution drive supports 
tribal students education 

HUNSUR
 

A laptop distribution and 
awareness programme on 
child marriage and POCSO 
Act was organised by the Kar-
nataka State Forest-Based Ad-
ivasi Development Organiza-
tion at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
Bhavan in Hunsur city.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Additional District 
Superintendent of Police Mal-
lik and Assistant Conservator 
of Forests, Hunsur Wildlife 
Division, Laxmikant.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Additional SP advised stu-
dents to use the distributed 
laptops effectively for educa-
tion and to build a better fu-
ture. He also urged them to 
stay aware of strict legal pro-
visions under the POCSO Act 
and avoid any activities that 

could lead to criminal cases. 
He further encouraged stu-
dents to strongly oppose child 
marriage and contribute to 
social awareness.

Assistant Conservator of 
Forests Laxmikant said that 
tribal students should make 
full use of government sup-
port and digital tools like lap-
tops to pursue higher educa-
tion and improve their liveli-
hoods. He added that educat-
ed tribal youth should aim for 
government jobs and become 
role models for others in their 
community.

Officials including Hunsur 
Deputy SP Ravi, Taluk Exec-
utive Officer Hongaiah, Field 
Education Officer Kalanaya-
ka, and Health Department 
officers Rajeshwari and Dr. 
Ravikumar participated in the 
programme.

Chitradurga 
Yadava Gollara 
Sangha election 

schedule 
announced

CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA
 

The election schedule for 
the 15-member administra-
tive board of the District 
Yadava Gollara Sangha in 
Chitradurga has been offi-
cially announced, election 
officials confirmed.Chitra-
durga Tahsildar and election 
officer B.M. Govindaraju 
said the voting will be held 
on May 17 at the Govern-
ment Girls’ High School 
building on B.D. Road in 
the city. The process will be 
conducted as per the bylaws 
of the cooperative society.

Pro-Kannada groups protest 
civic issues in Chamarajanagar

CHAMARAJANAGAR
 

Activists of pro-Kannada or-
ganisations staged a strong pro-
test in Chamarajanagar on 
Thursday, raising concerns over 
poor civic conditions in the city. 
The protesters gathered in front 
of the City Corporation office 
holding brooms and raised slo-
gans against the municipal 
commissioner and administra-
tor, demanding immediate ac-
tion on public issues.They ac-
cused the civic body of failing 
to maintain cleanliness in all 31 
wards of the city. The activists 
said garbage management has 

worsened and sanitation work 
is not being carried out proper-
ly, affecting daily life of resi-
dents. They also demanded ur-
gent steps to ensure regular 
supply of clean drinking water 
and warned against distribution 
of contaminated water.The pro-
testers further urged authorities 
to revive neglected city parks 
and improve basic facilities for 
the public. They said essential 
services like e-property work 
and municipal document up-
dates are being delayed, forcing 
citizens to visit the corporation 
office multiple times without 
resolution.

Health officials 
strengthen 

heatwave response 
across Karnataka 

BALLARI
 

With rising temperatures and an 
ongoing heatwave across Kar-
nataka, special sunstroke treat-
ment wards have been set up in 
major government hospitals in 
Ballari and Mysuru to handle 
heat-related emergencies.In Bal-
lari district, ten-bed sunstroke 
wards have been opened at the 
District Hospital and VIMS 
Hospital as an emergency pre-
caution. Health officials said 
similar arrangements have also 
been made in taluk hospitals 
with five-bed facilities each to 
treat heatstroke patients.District 
health authorities said the ex-
treme heat between 12 noon and 
5 pm has increased health risks, 
especially for children, elderly 
people and outdoor workers. 
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District Legal Services Authority conducts Lok Adalat 
CH NEWS,CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
The first Special Lok Adalat 
has begun today across the 
country under the guidance of 
the Supreme Court, aimed at 
providing quick and amicable 
settlement of long-pending cas-
es, officials said.Senior Civil 
Judge and Member Secretary 
of the District Legal Services 
Authority B. Shilpa said the 
programme is being conducted 
as per directions of the Su-
preme Court and coordinated 
through video conferencing 
with the State Legal Services 
Authority.She said that in 

Chikkaballapura district alone, 
17 cases pending before the 
Supreme Court have been iden-
tified for possible settlement 
through conciliation. She urged 
concerned parties in these cases 

to approach the nearest taluk or 
district mediation centres for 
settlement without travelling to 
Delhi.Officials said the Special 
Lok Adalat system provides a 
golden opportunity for eligible 

cases to be resolved through 
mutual agreement. The process 
is part of the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987, which 
allows disputes to be settled 
outside regular court proceed-
ings through mediation and 
compromise.Authorities ex-
plained that decisions taken in 
Lok Adalats carry the same le-
gal validity as civil court judg-
ments. The main aim is to re-
duce the burden of pending 
cases, ensure faster justice, and 
provide affordable legal solu-
tions to citizens.The system 
mainly covers civil disputes 
such as bank loan issues, motor 

accident claims, and family-re-
lated cases, encouraging parties 
to resolve matters through dia-
logue instead of lengthy trials.
Officials said this initiative 
helps people avoid years of 
waiting for justice and pro-
motes a single-day resolution 
mechanism in suitable cases.
Court officials and media rep-
resentatives were present 
during the programme. Author-
ities expressed hope that Spe-
cial Lok Adalats will strength-
en the justice delivery system 
by making it faster, simpler, 
and more accessible to the pub-
lic across the country.

FAST JUSTICE MISSION

QUICK READ
Kodagu tour planned 

for development 
meetings

Malaria awareness 
drive continues in 
Chikkaballapura

Mallamma Jayanti 
Celebration Set for 
Kodagu on May 10

Madikeri
Karnataka State Decen-
tralization Planning and 

Development Committee 
Vice President D. R. Patil 
will visit Kodagu district 
on May 3 and 4. On May 
3, he will attend a Gram 
Sabha at Hoddur Gram 

Panchayat limits at 4.30 
pm, followed by a Gram 
Panchayat meeting at 

6.30 pm. On May 4, a dis-
trict-level meeting will be 

held at 10.30 am in the 
Kodagu Zilla Panchayat 

Hall to prepare the 2027–
28 “People’s Plan.” Later 
at 12.30 pm, he will at-

tend the district planning 
committee meeting. Offi-
cials said the tour aims to 
strengthen local planning 
and development discus-
sions across the district.

Chikkaballapura
World Malaria Day is be-
ing observed in Chikka-

ballapura district till May 
2 with the theme “Driven 
to End Malaria: Now we 
can, Now we must.” Dis-
trict Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. Ma-

hesh Kumar said the 
awareness programme 
began on April 25. Offi-

cials explained that ma-
laria is spread by infected 

Anopheles mosquitoes 
and symptoms include 
fever, chills, headache, 

and nausea within 10 to 
14 days. People are ad-
vised to get free blood 

tests at government hos-
pitals for any fever. The 

Health Department also 
urged citizens to prevent 

stagnant water, use mos-
quito nets, and support 

spraying activities for ef-
fective disease control in 

the district.

Madikeri
A Shivasharane He-
mareddy Mallamma 
Jayanti programme 

will be held on May 10 
at 11 am at Gandhi 

Bhavan in Madikeri. 
The event is jointly or-
ganised by the District 

Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, and the 

Kannada and Culture 
Department. Several 

dignitaries are expect-
ed to participate, in-
cluding Minister N.S. 
Bhosaraju, MLA Dr. 

Mantar Gowda, legal 
advisor and MLA A.S. 
Ponnanna, MP Yadu-

veer Krishnadatta 
Chamaraja Wodeyar, 

and Rajya Sabha 
member Ajay Maken. 

Other officials, legisla-
tors, and district ad-
ministration officers 
will also attend. Or-

ganisers said the event 
aims to honour the 
legacy of Shivasha-

rane Hemareddy Mal-
lamma and promote 

cultural values among 
the public in Kodagu 

district.

Ashok Mandali highlights 
improvements in healthcare system 
Mandali said 148 taluk hospitals have 24/7 specialists and 108 ambulance service strengthened 

under government control
CH NEWS,GADAG

 
Gadag District Congress 
Campaign Committee Presi-
dent Ashok Mandali said that 
the Congress government has 
taken strong and planned 
steps to improve the health 
system in Karnataka over the 
last 2.5 years, aiming to pro-
vide better medical services to 
all citizens.Speaking at a 
press briefing, he said the 
state government has allocat-
ed ₹17,473 crore for the 
health sector in the 2026–27 
budget, placing Karnataka 
among the top five states in 
India in per capita health 
spending.He said infant mor-

tality has reduced from 17% 
in 2021 to 14% in 2023, while 
₹320 crore has been allocated 
to reduce maternal deaths. 
Under the “Lakshya” pro-
gramme, maternity wards, 
ICUs, and operation theatres 
have been upgraded. The gov-
ernment has also set up 11 
breast milk banks to reduce 
newborn deaths and aims to 
bring maternal and infant 
mortality rates to single digits 
by 2030.Mandali said 148 ta-
luk hospitals now have 24/7 
specialists in gynaecology, 
anaesthesia, and paediatrics. 
The 108 ambulance service 
has also been strengthened 
and brought fully under gov-

ernment control to improve 
emergency response.

He highlighted the “Home 
Health” scheme, which pro-
vides door-to-door health 
screening, blood tests, ECG, 
and medicine distribution 
through ASHA workers and 

health officers. In serious cas-
es, free treatment is provided 
in government hospitals. The 
scheme, first launched in Ko-
lar, has now been expanded 
statewide.He said the govern-
ment is also focusing on con-
trolling non-communicable 
diseases, banning substandard 
medicines and harmful food 
colours, and improving rural 
healthcare infrastructure. 
Around 32,000 health posts 
are being filled, and salaries 
of doctors and nurses under 
the National Health Mission 
have been revised.Mandali 
added that major investments 
are being made, including 
₹413 crore for a comprehen-

sive health scheme, ₹1,800 
crore for Bengaluru develop-
ment projects, and upgrades 
to district and taluk hospitals. 
More than 262 ambulances 
have been added, and over 
6,000 health and wellness 
centres are functioning across 
rural areas.He said Karnataka 
is working towards reducing 
maternal deaths below global 
targets by 2030 and strength-
ening emergency, cardiac, and 
neurological care systems 
across the state.Officials said 
these initiatives aim to im-
prove healthcare access, 
strengthen rural services, and 
ensure quality treatment for 
all citizens.

All India Radio phone-in program 
gets strong public response

CH NEWS,MADIKERI
 

All India Radio’s direct 
phone-in programme “Search-
ing for Light” received a good 
response from the public as 
District Magistrate S.J. So-
mashekhar listened to griev-
ances raised by citizens from 
various parts of the district.

During the one-hour pro-
gramme, more than 16 callers 
contacted the helpline and 
shared issues related to basic 
civic needs such as road re-
pairs, drinking water supply, 
street lighting, land records, 
and other public concerns.

Ganesh Kumar from Ko-
thur village in Virajpet taluk 
raised the issue of difficulty 
in purchasing fertilizer with-
out an FID card. In response, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
clarified that there has been 
no change in the fertilizer 
supply system and assured 
there is no need for concern.

Harris from Seventh New 

Fort near Sutikoppa requested 
land correction work, to 
which the official said in-
structions would be issued to 
the concerned officer.Vani 
from Kuradalu village in Ma-
dikeri taluk highlighted the 
difficulties faced by a dis-
abled family member due to 
lack of proper road access. 
She requested an asphalt road, 
and the Deputy Commission-
er assured priority action and 
coordination with local 
MLAs.Several other callers 
raised issues including de-

layed land surveys, incom-
plete road works, drinking 
water shortages during sum-
mer, and pending housing ap-
plications. Officials respond-
ed to many of the complaints, 
promising follow-up action 
and departmental coordina-
tion.The Deputy Commis-
sioner also directed officials 
to speed up land measure-
ment, improve water supply 
systems, and resolve civic is-
sues in coordination with mu-
nicipal authorities and pan-
chayats.Some callers suggest-

ed monthly public grievance 
meetings and surprise visits to 
government offices to im-
prove accountability.

The programme was con-
ducted under the guidance of 
programme manager M. 
Shakuntala. AIR Madikeri 
station officials and district 
department representatives 
were present during the inter-
action.Officials said the initia-
tive helped bridge communi-
cation between the adminis-
tration and the public, allow-
ing citizens to directly raise 
their issues and receive imme-
diate responses.

Over 16 callers raised 
civic issues like roads, 

water, lighting, land 
records, and housing; 
officials responded, 
promising follow-up 

action and inter-
departmental 
coordination

Narasimha Jayanti 
celebrated with 

devotion in Magadi
CH NEWS,MAGADI

 
Narasimha Jayanti was cele-
brated with great devotion 
and enthusiasm at Sri Laksh-
mi Narasimha Swamy Temple 
in Kempegowda Nagar, 
Magadi town, where a large 
number of devotees gathered 
for special prayers and rituals.

Magadi MLA H.C. Bal-
akrishna participated in the 
programme and offered spe-
cial prayers to Lord Lakshmi 
Narasimha Swamy. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said that 
the Narasimha incarnation 
symbolises the destruction of 
evil and the establishment of 
righteousness. He called upon 
people to follow the path of 
devotion and work towards 
peace and harmony in society.

The MLA said that society 
can progress only when peo-
ple stay away from negative 
thoughts and move in the 
right direction. He also 
stressed the importance of 

communal harmony and said 
that all religions must coexist 
peacefully for the country’s 
development. He added that 
festivals should serve as a 
bridge to unite people rather 
than remain only ceremonial 
events.He assured that the 
government is committed to 
the development of temples in 
Magadi region and promised 
additional grants in the com-
ing days to improve basic fa-
cilities for devotees. He also 
prayed for good rainfall and a 
successful agricultural season, 
expressing hope that farmers 
would be protected from 
hardship.Former Municipal 
President K.N. Narasegowda 
said Narasimha Jayanti rep-
resents the victory of good 
over evil and strengthens faith 
among devotees. He noted 
that the temple, built with 
community cooperation, is 
growing in importance and 
attracting more devotees ev-
ery year.

Ramappa urged faster scheme implementation, highlighting welfare programs like Ganga 
Kalyan, self-employment, entrepreneurship, and livestock development initiatives

CIBIL SCORE SHOULD NOT BLOCK 
WELFARE BENEFITS: RAMAPPA

CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA
 

Karnataka Bhovi Develop-
ment Corporation Chairman 
M. Ramappa has directed of-
ficials to ensure that CIBIL 
scores or technical issues do 
not prevent eligible beneficia-
ries from receiving govern-
ment scheme benefits. He 
stressed that welfare measures 
must reach deserving people 
without delay.Speaking after 
visiting the district Bhovi De-
velopment Corporation office 
in Chitradurga, he reviewed 
progress and held discussions 
with officials. He said several 
schemes aimed at economic 
empowerment of poor com-
munities are being imple-
mented, and beneficiaries 
should not be misled due to 
banking complications like 
credit scores.Ramappa said he 
has already instructed district 

authorities to speed up imple-
mentation of schemes without 
focusing too much on security 
or technical barriers. He add-
ed that along with the five 
guarantee schemes of the state 
government, the corporation 
is implementing six major 
programs, including Ganga 
Kalyan, Self Employment Di-
rect Credit, Entrepreneurship 
Development, Self Reliance 
Chariot and dairy related ac-
tivities such as sheep, goat 
and cattle rearing.He empha-
sized that all pending works 
under the Ganga Kalyan 
scheme should be completed 
by the end of May, as the 
rainy season could delay 
fieldwork. Clear instructions 
have been given to officials 
across the state to complete 
borewell-related works on 
priority.The Chairman said 
the corporation is committed 

to improving the economic 
condition of the Bhovi com-
munity. Skill development 
programmes like tailoring 
training are being conducted 
to promote self employment. 
A 75 day training workshop 
will begin in Mysuru on May 
4 for men and women aged 
between 20 and 45. Free 
meals will be provided, and 
sewing machines will be giv-
en to those who complete the 
training successfully.

He also said similar training 
will begin in Challakere soon, 
and a special two day work-
shop is planned in Bagalkote 
district in May. In a new ini-
tiative, the corporation plans 
to provide tractors instead of 
cars, and also supply con-
struction equipment like steel 
centering materials and Ajax 
machines to support workers 
in the community.

Community life camp builds 
leadership skills: Srikanth

CH NEWS,RAMANAGARA
 

A three-day community life 
camp organised by Rajajinagar 
Education College for B.Ed 
trainees concluded successful-
ly, with speakers highlighting 
its role in shaping leadership 
qualities and personality devel-
opment among students.Vice 
President of Rajajinagar Edu-
cation College, Srikanth, said 
that such camps provide a 
strong platform for developing 
patience, tolerance, adaptabili-
ty, and leadership skills along 
with practical life education.

Speaking at the closing cer-
emony held in Ramanagara, he 
said students who remain only 
in classrooms do not gain com-
plete knowledge. He urged 
trainees to actively participate 
in such camps to build aware-
ness, confidence, and concen-
tration.He added that commu-
nity life camps give students 
exposure to social, economic, 
and real-life issues, helping 
them become responsible citi-
zens. According to him, such 
experiences are essential for 
future teachers as they play a 
key role in shaping society.

Teachers rejoice as former 
students meet in Pavagada

PAVAGADA
 

A heartfelt Guru Vandane and 
friendship reunion was held at 
Rashtriya Vidyapeeth High 
School in Y.N. Hosakote vil-
lage of Pavagada taluk, where 
former SSLC students of the 
2001–02 batch met their 
teachers.Retired teacher Mad-
husreenivas said it is a proud 
moment for any teacher to see 
students grow into responsi-
ble citizens. He said students 
who remember their school 
and teachers even after 
achieving success reflect true 
culture. He also advised ev-

eryone to keep learning 
throughout life and remain 
humble despite success.

Retired vice principal Mo-
hammed Hussain said teach-
ers do not only teach academ-
ics but also life values, and 
seeing students succeed is the 
greatest reward. He thanked 
the students for bringing back 
old memories through the re-
union.Students shared memo-
ries of their school days and 
honoured their teachers with 
respect. As a gesture of grati-
tude, they were gifted a poet-
ry collection titled Iddangiru-
du by Madhusreenivas.

Haveri observes 
Parinibbana Day 

of Prof. 
Krishnappa

CH NEWS,HAVERI
 

The 29th Parinibbana Day of 
Prof. B. Krishnappa, founder 
of the Karnataka Dalit Sang-
harsh Samiti, was observed in 
Haveri with tributes and dis-
cussions on his social work.

Speaking at the programme, 
Karnataka State Scheduled 
Caste, Scheduled Tribe, Back-
ward Classes and Minorities 
Welfare Committee president 
Udachappa Malgi said Prof. 
Krishnappa worked tirelessly 
for the oppressed and inspired 
many through his struggles. 
He described him as a strong 
voice for justice and called his 
life a model for society.

Malgi said Krishnappa is 
remembered as a key leader of 
the Dalit movement and com-
pared his contribution to that 
of Dr B.R. Ambedkar. He 
urged people to continue his 
mission against social in-
equality and uphold his ideals.

E1.5 crore road 
work launched 

in Bidar
CH NEWS,BIDAR

 
Road development works 
worth ₹1.5 crore were 
launched in Bidar South con-
stituency with the perfor-
mance of a ground-breaking 
ceremony by MLA Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale. The proj-
ect connects Mannaekhelli 
village with Nidavancha, Ho-
chakanalli, and Ranjol Kheni 
villages.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the MLA said the new road 
will bring better development 
opportunities to the region 
and improve the living stan-
dards of people in the sur-
rounding villages. He said the 
project is being taken up with 
the vision of “our area, our 
development.”

He added that once the 
work is completed, village 
connectivity will improve sig-
nificantly, allowing faster and 
safer transport for the public. 
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Revenue village status sought by hamlets groups 
CH NEWS ,HUNSUR

 
Tribal organisations in Hun-
sur taluk have renewed their 
demand for land rights and 
official recognition of sever-
al hamlets as revenue villag-
es. The groups said they had 
earlier written to State Rev-
enue Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda requesting declara-
tion of 33 hamlets as reve-
nue villages and issuance of 
final land records for agri-
cultural land.

Leaders said around 450 
families from 22 hamlets are 
seeking rights over nearly 

1,200 acres of agricultural 
land out of a total of 2,600 
families in the region. They 
also raised concerns over 
land disputes in Kadu Vadd-
aragadi Survey No. 33, 

where 117 acres of land ear-
lier allotted to tribal families 
was allegedly cancelled for 
non-cultivation during the 
tenure of a former tahsildar 
and later transferred to oth-

ers.
Tribal representatives said 

they had already brought the 
issue to the notice of the 
District Collector and also 
approached the court, after 
which the cultivation rights 
were  cance l l ed .  They 
claimed that families from 
Tekla Hadi and Madyayana 
Katte Hadi have been living 
on the land for generations 
and demanded restoration of 
cultivation certificates.

They also said six families 
in Neralakuppe B Hadi lost 
rights over 12 acres despite 
living there for about 46 

years, and demanded rein-
statement of their docu-
ments based on earlier re-
cords, including a 1987 pos-
session report prepared by 
then District Collector V. P. 
Baligar.

Tribal leaders Harsha, 
Jayappa, Lakshmi Vitthal, 
Shivannakempamma and 
others said they have written 
to multiple officials includ-
ing the Chief Secretary and 
District Collector seeking 
urgent action. They also 
urged similar action across 
all four taluks in the subdi-
vision.

LAND ALLOCATION CONFLICT

QUICK READ
Gadag passport centre 

urges public services 
use

Mandya to face long 
power cut 
 on May 1

Power cut  
alert in Kodagu areas 

on May 2

CH NEWS,Gadag
Gadag Divisional Postal 

Superintendent S. S. Shi-
rahatti has urged citizens 
to make use of the Pass-

port Seva Kendra at 
Gadag City Post Office 
for all passport-related 
services. The centre is 

functioning smoothly and 
offers services including 
fresh passport applica-
tions, renewal, re-issue, 

and corrections of details 
such as name, address, 
and date of birth. It also 

handles lost or damaged 
passport re-issue, minor 
passport applications, 

police verification, appli-
cation tracking, and guid-
ance support. Applicants 

must first apply online 
through the official pass-

port website, upload 
documents, and then vis-
it the centre on the allot-

ted date with originals 
and copies for verifica-
tion process completed 

smoothly.

CH NEWS ,Mandya
A scheduled power out-
age will be observed on 

May 1 from 9 am to 6 pm 
in several villages under 
the 66/11 KV Kolkarana-
doddy power distribution 
centre. The shutdown is 
planned due to link line 
installation work on the 
F-07 Pura feeder route. 

During this period, power 
supply will be affected in 
areas including T. Mallig-
ere, Taggahalli, Haluvadi, 
Pura, Marasinganahalli, 

Thimmanahosuru, Loksar, 
Loksar Farm, Kammanay-
akanahalli and nearby vil-

lages. Officials said the 
work is necessary for sys-

tem improvement. The 
Chamundeshwari Elec-

tricity Supply Corporation 
Limited Kottatti sub-divi-
sion assistant executive 
engineer R. T. Chandra-
mouli requested public 
cooperation during the 

maintenance period.

CH NEWS ,Madikeri
Emergency maintenance 

work will be carried out on 
the F11 Kotur and F15 Bek-

kesodlur feeders of the 
66/11 KV Ponnampete 

distribution substation on 
May 2 from 10 am to 5 pm. 
During this period, power 

supply will be disrupted in 
several areas including 
Thuchamakeri, Bally-

amandur, Chikkamandur, 
Kotur, Mugutageri, Bekkes-
odlur, Kanur, Vaddarama-
da, Nidugumba and near-
by villages. Officials said 

the shutdown is necessary 
for urgent maintenance 

work to ensure better ser-
vice in the future. The Ex-

ecutive Engineer of the 
Chavisani Works and 

Maintenance Department 
has requested residents to 
cooperate and make nec-
essary arrangements dur-
ing the scheduled power 
interruption time period.

MLA Pappi meets DCM, 
seeks water for lakes

MLA said lake water release will improve groundwater, provide drinking water 
for people and livestock, and support farmers long-term

CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA
 

Chitradurga MLA K.C. Veer-
endra Pappi met Deputy Chief 
Minister and Water Resources 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
and discussed measures to en-
sure drinking and irrigation 
water for farmers in the con-
stituency.

The MLA said that the 
Deputy Chief Minister has 
given a positive response to 
his request to supply safe wa-
ter to lakes under the Bharam-
sagar Lift Irrigation Project 
and also to include additional 
lakes in the Bhadra Upper 
Bank Project.

During the meeting held at 
the minister’s office, the MLA 
submitted a proposal seeking 
inclusion of eight lakes in 
Chitradurga taluk, including 
Kurubarahatti, Katihalli, Sid-

dapura, Manangi, Hullur, 
T h i m m a n n a n a y a k a n a , 
Nandeepura and Annehalu 
lakes, under the project.

He explained that under the 
existing Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR), only nine lakes 
are planned for filling, while 
a large number of farmers in 
other areas remain dependent 

on irrigation support. He 
urged that the remaining lakes 
also be covered under the 
project.

The MLA said that releas-
ing water to these lakes will 
help improve groundwater 
levels in surrounding villages 
and also provide drinking wa-
ter for both people and live-

stock. He added that the move 
would bring long-term relief 
to farmers in the region.

According to him, the Dep-
uty Chief Minister assured 
that the proposal would be 
examined with officials and 
necessary steps would be tak-
en to include the additional 
lakes in the project. He also 
indicated that the matter 
would be discussed in the up-
coming review meeting for 
further action.

Veerendra Pappi expressed 
confidence that the initiative 
would benefit thousands of 
farmers and improve irriga-
tion facilities in the constitu-
ency.wThe MLA said he will 
continue to pursue the matter 
until all eligible lakes are in-
cluded and water supply is 
ensured for the region’s agri-
cultural needs.

B. C. Sivanandamurthy 
inaugurates records 

management workshop 
CH NEWS ,MANDYA

 
Officials and office staff have 
been urged to make effective 
use of training workshops on 
record management and en-
sure proper preservation of 
original government docu-
ments, said Additional Deputy 
Commissioner B. C. Sivanan-
damurthy.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a workshop on the 
Public Records Act and re-
cords management held at the 
Zilla Panchayat Kaveri Hall 
in Mandya. The programme 
was organised jointly by the 
District Deputy Commission-
er’s Office, Mandya, and the 
Karnataka State Archives and 
Gazetteer Department, Mysu-
ru Divisional Archives Office.

He stressed that maintain-
ing public records and pre-
serving all official documents 
is a key responsibility of gov-
ernment officers. He also said 
that documents must be pro-
vided to the public in a timely 
manner while ensuring proper 
safekeeping of originals.

Sivanandamurthy said that 
records are not just papers but 
important evidence of admin-
istration and history. There-
fore, every government em-
ployee must handle them with 
care and follow scientific 
methods of preservation.

He noted that with increas-

ing digitisation, many records 
are being converted into digi-
tal format, but the protection 
of old physical records re-
mains equally important. He 
said the workshop was organ-
ised to create awareness on 
this issue and urged officials 
and staff to actively partici-
pate and benefit from the 
training.

Karnataka State Archives 
and Gazetteer Department Di-
rector Dr. Gavisiddaya ex-
plained the technical chal-
lenges faced in record preser-
vation and shared methods for 
maintaining old documents in 
the digital era. He also high-
lighted the objectives of the 
workshop and improvements 
expected in government offic-
es.Deputy Director Manju-
nath H. L., Joint Director Dr. 
Nelkudri Sadanandappa, and 
several district and taluk-level 
officers including Tahsildars 
Vishwanath, Chetana Yadav, 
Lokesh, Ashok, and Purushot-
tam Satti, along with Zilla 
Panchayat Planning Officer 
Dhanush, were present at the 
programme.

Sivanandamurthy said 
records are vital 

administrative and 
historical evidence, 

urging careful handling 
and scientific 

preservation by officials

Residents said complaints were ignored, alleging political influence is 
delaying action by district administration against the accused

ALLEGATIONS OF LARGE-SCALE 
LAND GRAB IN CHIKKABALLAPURA
CH NEWS .CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
Serious allegations have been 
raised against retired Revenue 
Inspector and former Deputy 
Tahsildar H. Rajaratnam, with 
claims that he has illegally 
acquired over 60 acres of 
government and other lands 
worth crores of rupees in Nu-
gitahalli village of Nandi hob-
li.

Social activist Sandesh, 
speaking to the media, alleged 
that during his service period 
Rajaratnam had taken control 
of multiple land survey num-
bers including 52/1, 53, 53/2, 
54, 94/2, 95, 108, 130, 139, 
141, 142 and 157. He further 
alleged that government lands 
classified as kharab and go-
mal lands were also included 

in the encroachment.
It is also alleged that por-

tions of government land 
were transferred in the names 
of his family members and 
relatives, and that a farm-
house has been constructed on 
the disputed land.Villagers 
from Nugitahalli and nearby 
Tippanahalli have expressed 
concern that such large-scale 
occupation has deprived poor 
families of land and left no 
government space for future 
community needs such as 
burial grounds and public fa-
cilities.Residents claimed that 
despite repeated complaints 
submitted to the District Ad-
ministration and concerned 
departments, no concrete ac-
tion has been taken so far. 
They alleged that the accused 

has strong political influence, 
which is delaying action 
against him.The villagers also 
recalled that similar allega-
tions of land grabbing were 
made against him in the past 
during his service, and were 
even reported in local news-
papers at the time.Hundreds 
of villagers staged a protest 
demanding immediate inves-
tigation and strict legal action. 
They urged the authorities to 
protect government land and 
ensure justice for affected 
families.Officials have not yet 
issued an official response re-
garding the fresh allegations. 
Residents have appealed to 
the district administration to 
conduct a transparent inquiry 
and safeguard public property 
for future generations.

Mandya Court 
awards life term in 
wife murder case

CH NEWS ,MANDYA
 

A Mandya court has sen-
tenced a man to life imprison-
ment for the murder of his 
wife in a case driven by sus-
picion and domestic abuse. 
The accused, Ajwal Khan, 
aged 39, was originally from 
Ramanagara and later lived in 
Dhanaguru village of Mala-
valli taluk in Mandya district. 
He was married to Salma Be-
gum in 2006, and the couple 
lived together for a few years 
before disputes began over 
suspicion of infidelity.

According to the case de-
tails, the accused repeatedly 
doubted his wife’s character 
and subjected her to mental 
and physical harassment. The 
victim informed her family 
members, who advised her to 
continue the marriage. How-
ever, tensions continued and 
the accused allegedly planned 
the crime along with his son.

On May 8, 2023, while Sal-
ma Begum was alone at 
home, the accused and his son 
allegedly attacked her at their 
residence in Dhanaguru vil-
lage. The prosecution said the 
son held the victim while the 
father strangled her and used 
a pillow to suffocate her, lead-
ing to her death. Halagur po-
lice filed charges under sec-
tions 498(A), 120(B), and 302 
read with 34 of the Indian 
Penal Code.

After reviewing evidence, 
the Second Additional District 
and Sessions Court in Man-
dya found the accused guilty. 
Judge Sayedunnisa sentenced 
him to life imprisonment with 
fines for murder and criminal 
conspiracy, along with addi-
tional punishment for cruelty.

The court also ordered 
compensation for the victim’s 
children. Public prosecutor 
Nagaraj K. represented the 
state during the trial.

Free mass wedding brings joy 
to poor couples in Magadi

CH NEWS ,MAGADI
 

A free mass wedding festival 
was held with great celebra-
tion at Sri Lakshmi Patta-
ladamma Swamy Temple 
premises in Doddaiahnapalya 
of Magadi taluk. The event 
was organised under the lead-
ership of former BBMP oppo-
sition leader A. H. Basavaraju. 
Three couples from below 
poverty line families entered 
married life during the cere-
mony.The organisers provided 
all essential items for the wed-
dings, including mangalsutra 
and other basic materials, free 
of cost. A special community 
meal was also arranged for 
relatives and guests who at-
tended the function, creating a 
festive atmosphere.Speaking 
at the event, A. H. Basavaraju 
said the mass wedding pro-
gramme has been continuing 
in Doddaiahnapalya for sever-
al years. He said the initiative 
is purely a social service ac-

tivity aimed at helping poor 
families and not linked to any 
political party, even though he 
is a BJP member. He said such 
simple weddings help families 
avoid debt and start their mar-
ried life with financial stabili-
ty.Former BJP taluk president 
Veerabhadraiah appreciated 
Basavaraju’s social work and 
called him a role model. He 
said many people move to cit-
ies and forget their native vil-
lages, but Basavaraju contin-
ues to serve rural people 
through social initiatives. He 
also praised his efforts in edu-
cation support, including free 
notebook distribution for stu-
dents.Leaders present at the 
event said selfless service is 
the true form of social work. 
Families of the newlyweds 
expressed happiness and 
thanked the organisers for 
supporting them during an im-
portant life event. Several lo-
cal leaders also attended the 
programme.

Farmers protest in Hunsur 
over power supply issues

HUNSUR
 

Farmers in Hunsur staged a 
protest in front of the city 
CESC office demanding unin-
terrupted electricity supply for 
agriculture. Around 35 farmers 
gathered under the leadership 
of the Karnataka State Farm-
ers’ Association taluk president 
Benkipura Chikkanna and gen-
eral secretary Agrahara Rame-
gowda. They submitted a peti-
tion to Executive Engineer 
Mahesh Kumar.The protesters 
demanded at least seven hours 
of continuous three-phase elec-
tricity during the daytime for 
agricultural pump sets. They 
also urged the electricity de-
partment to repair burnt trans-
formers within 72 hours and 
fix exposed wires and dam-
aged electric poles without de-
lay. Farmers said frequent 
power cuts and faulty infra-
structure are affecting irriga-
tion and crop production.They 
also demanded priority for so-
lar power connections for agri-

cultural pump sets. According 
to them, farmers who have al-
ready registered for solar 
schemes should be given time 
for payment, and new appli-
cants should also be allowed to 
benefit from the scheme.The 
association opposed any move 
towards privatization of elec-
tricity supply, saying it would 
negatively affect farmers. They 
insisted that electricity services 
must remain under government 
control.Farmers further com-
plained that fallen wires and 
weak poles are creating danger 
in rural areas and must be re-
paired immediately to avoid 
accidents. They warned that 
continued negligence could 
lead to stronger protests in the 
future.Officials received the 
petition and assured that the 
concerns would be forwarded 
to higher authorities for neces-
sary action. The protest high-
lighted ongoing issues faced 
by farmers regarding power 
supply and infrastructure in the 
region.

Dr. Nagasamudra 
issues heat safety 

guidelines 
CH NEWS ,CHITRADURGA

 
The summer heat is rising 
across Karnataka and people 
are advised to take care. 
District AYUSH Officer Dr. 
C h a n d r a k a n t  S .  N a -
gasamudra has urged citi-
zens to follow precautions 
during hot weather. He said 
elderly people and children 
should avoid going out in 
strong sunlight. Exposure to 
heat can cause skin prob-
lems, fatigue, dizziness and 
dehydration symptoms. Peo-
ple are advised to use um-
brellas, wear cotton clothes 
and carry water bottles. Of-
ficials recommend complet-
ing outdoor work early in 
the morning before tempera-
tures rise. Citizens should 
drink clean water regularly 
and prefer natural drinks 
like fruit juice and sugar-
cane juice. 

Madiga community plans felicitation 
programme, Says H. Anjaneya

CHITRADURGA
 

Former Minister H. Anjaneya 
has said that a felicitation pro-
gramme will soon be organ-
ised to express gratitude to 
national leader Rahul Gandhi, 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, 
and other cabinet members 
for implementing internal res-
ervation for the Madiga com-
munity.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the Pravasi 
Mandir in Chitradurga on 
Thursday, he said that the 
Madiga community, which 
has been struggling for inter-
nal reservation for nearly 
three decades, has finally 
achieved a historic decision 
due to the Supreme Court 
judgment and the efforts of 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

He said the community 
plans to hold a grand celebra-
tion in Raichur, Chitradurga, 
or Hospet, and that senior 

leader K.H. Muniyappa will 
take a final decision on the 
venue.

Anjaneya said internal res-
ervation is a major step to-
wards social justice, but 
pointed out that certain provi-
sions—such as treating SC 
posts as general if fewer than 
three vacancies exist—need 
cor rec t ion .  He  sa id  a 
round-table meeting of think-
ers, retired officers, and activ-
ists will be held in Bengaluru 
on May 3 to discuss these is-
sues and suggest amend-
ments.

He explained that Madigas 
have long faced educational 
and economic disadvantages 
and therefore struggled to 
compete within the broader 
Scheduled Caste category. He 
said internal reservation has 
now helped improve access to 
education and jobs, but minor 
issues in implementation must 
be addressed.
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Special trains,  
buses for Chitra 

Pournami festival

Court protects 
Karisma’s kids’ estate 

rights case

YSRCP leader 
 Srihari gets bail 

 relief case

Chennai
Authorities in Tamil Nadu 
have announced special 
transport arrangements 
for the Chitra Pournami 

festival at Tiruvannama-
lai. Around 25 lakh devo-
tees are expected to take 

part in the sacred 
girivalam walk. To handle 
the huge crowd, special 

trains and additional bus 
services will be operated. 

Officials said the steps 
aim to ensure safe and 

smooth travel for pilgrims 
coming from different 

places. Extra crowd con-
trol measures and coordi-

nation teams have also 
been planned. Devotees 
are advised to follow in-
structions and use public 
transport for easier move-

ment during the festival 
days and avoid traffic con-

gestion around temple. 

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court has 
given interim relief to Ka-
risma Kapoor’s children, 

Samaira and Kiaan Kapur, 
in a family property case. 

It restrains Priya Kapur 
from selling or transfer-

ring key assets of the late 
industrialist Sunjay Kapur 

estate during the case. 
The dispute involves a will 

worth about Rs 30,000 
crore, which the children 

claim is forged and unfair. 
Justice Jyoti Singh said 
the estate must be pre-

served until the final judg-
ment. The court also 

barred Priya Kapur from 
withdrawing funds or al-
tering company shares 

and crypto assets linked 
to the estate while allow-
ing only essential expens-

es for children support.

Amaravati
Pudi Srihari, YSRCP me-
dia general secretary, re-
ceived bail from a Chit-

toor district court in 
Andhra Pradesh over an 

alleged abusive social 
media post against Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu. He was arrested in 
Bengaluru and brought to 

Kuppam for production 
before the court. After 

hearing arguments, the 
judge granted him bail. 
His lawyer alleged mis-
match in arrest timing 

and said the party trusts 
the judiciary. The case re-
lates to earlier allegations 
of posting morphed im-

ages of the Chief Minister. 
Srihari, a former journalist, 

denied wrongdoing and 
said he always followed 
law and ethics in public 

life always said.

Vande Bharat links 
Jammu and Srinagar

The direct train will cut travel time by 5 hours between 
the two capitals of Jammu and Kashmir, significantly 

boosting tourism and passenger convenience
JAMMU

In a historic leap for Jammu 
and Kashmir’s infrastructure, 
Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw officially 
flagged off the direct Vande 
Bharat Express between Jam-
mu and Srinagar. This mile-
stone marks the first time the 
two cities have been connect-
ed by a high-speed, all-weath-
er rail link, fulfilling a project 
over seven decades in the 
making.

The service, was launched 
in the presence of Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah and Min-
ister of State Jitendra Singh. 
The direct link effectively 
bypasses the vulnerabilities of 
the Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway, which is frequently 
shut down by landslides and 
heavy snow.

Built at a staggering cost of 
₹43,780 crore, the rail line is 
widely regarded as one of the 
world's most challenging en-
gineering feats. To conquer 
the rugged Himalayan terrain, 
engineers constructed 36 tun-
nels and over 900 bridges.

The route builds upon the 

Katra-Srinagar stretch inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in 2025. By ex-
tending the service to Jammu, 
the railway now provides a 
seamless corridor for stu-
dents, traders, and farmers, 
ensuring that the movement 
of people and essential goods 
like Kashmir's famous apples, 
remains uninterrupted even in 
the harshest winter months.

Local officials believe the 
Vande Bharat service will act 
as a major catalyst for the re-
gional economy. With travel 
times drastically reduced, 
tourism is expected to see a 
significant surge, offering 
travelers a scenic and luxury 
rail experience through the 

heart of the valley. For the 
people of J&K, the arrival of 
the "Blue and White" express 
signifies a new era of reli-
able, modern, and rapid con-
nectivity.

Key details
• Capacity: 20-coach  

high-speed train.

• Distance: 267 kilometers.

• Schedule: 6 days a week 
(excluding Tuesdays).

• Safety & Comfort: 
Equipped with indigenous 

Kavach anti-collision  
system, GPS passenger 

info, and 180-degree  
rotating seats.

India Post launches new 
zero balance accounts

NEW DELHI

In a major push to support ru-
ral women, India Post Pay-
ments Bank (IPPB) officially 
launched a new zero-balance 
savings account. 

Designed specifically for 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), 
this account allows these local 
organizations to hold up to ₹2 
lakh without worrying about 
maintaining a minimum bal-
ance. The move aims to bring 
formal banking directly to the 
doorsteps of millions in rural 
India.

Self-Help Groups are the 
backbone of the rural econo-
my, often led by women driv-
ing local businesses and gov-
ernment livelihood programs. 
By removing the stress of 
monthly fees and balance re-
quirements, the IPPB is mak-
ing it easier for these groups 
to manage their hard-earned 
money. R. Viswesvaran, the 

bank’s CEO, stated that this 
initiative is a vital step toward 
making financial services in-
clusive and accessible at the 
grassroots level.

The benefits of the new ac-

count are tailored for sim-
plicity. There are no charges 
for depositing or withdraw-
ing cash, and the bank offers 
quarterly interest payments 
to help these groups grow 
their savings. Additionally, 
there are no fees for closing 
an account or receiving 
monthly statements. This 
transparency is key to build-
ing trust within rural commu-
nities that have historically 
stayed away from formal 
banks.

The true strength of this 
program lies in the massive 
reach of India’s postal net-
work. With over 1.65 lakh 
post offices and 3 lakh postal 
employees, banking services 
will now reach the most re-
mote villages. By using digi-
tal tools and local postmen, 
the government is ensuring 
that every woman entrepre-
neur has a safe place to save 
and grow.

India Post Payments 
Bank launched zero-
balance accounts for 

rural Self-Help Groups, 
allowing deposits up to 

₹2 lakh to empower 
women entrepreneurs 

through inclusive, 
accessible banking

Amit Shah in Leh for Buddha relics
LEH

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah arrived in Leh for a his-
toric spiritual event. He is vis-
iting the region to attend the 
first-ever international expo-
sition of Lord Buddha’s holy 
relics.  Upon his arrival at the 
airport, he was given a warm 
ceremonial welcome by Lada-
kh Lieutenant Governor V.K. 
Saxena and senior local offi-
cials.

The Home Minister’s two-
day trip is timed perfectly 
with Buddha Purnima. The 
sacred Piprahwa relics, which 
arrived via a special Indian 
Air Force aircraft, are the cen-
ter of this rare event. Thou-
sands of devotees from 
around the world are expected 
to travel to Ladakh during the 
first two weeks of May to pay 
their respects to these ancient 
spiritual treasures.

Beyond the religious cere-
monies, the visit also signals 
a push for local development. 
Mr. Shah is scheduled to lay 
the foundation stone for a 
new dairy plant in Kargil. 
This facility will be capable 
of processing 10,000 liters of 
milk daily, providing a signif-
icant boost to the region's 
farmers and economy.

In a social media post, the 
Home Minister described the 
opportunity to attend the ex-

position as a moment of "pro-
found good fortune." The vis-
it comes at a busy time for the 
Union Territory. Just before 
the Minister's arrival, the 
Lieutenant Governor an-
nounced the creation of five 
new districts for Ladakh. This 
administrative expansion, 
complete with new police and 
civil leaders, aims to bring the 
government closer to the peo-
ple living in these remote and 
beautiful mountain areas.

GUWAHATI 

The Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) launched a bold 
mission to fortify India’s fron-
tiers. In a dynamic two-day 
summit held in Guwahati, top 
engineering minds converged 
to blueprint a rapid expansion 
of roads and bridges across 
the strategic eastern sector.

Under the guidance of Ji-
tendra Prasad, Additional Di-
rector General, seven Chief 
Engineers shifted their focus 
toward "smart construction." 
The plan isn't just about pour-
ing concrete, it’s about using 
cutting-edge technology to 
conquer the world’s most un-
forgiving mountain terrains. 

These roads serve as vital life-
lines, ensuring that both local 
residents and soldiers remain 
connected to the heart of the 
country.

The atmosphere in the meet-

ing was one of urgent determi-
nation. Leaders stressed that 
while speed is essential for 
national security, the structural 
integrity of these projects must 
be world-class. Reliable infra-

structure ensures that security 
forces can mobilize instantly 
without the fear of delays 
caused by harsh weather or 
rugged landscapes. Since its 
humble beginnings in 1960, 

the BRO has evolved from two 
small projects into a massive 
infrastructure engine spanning 
eleven states and neighboring 
Bhutan. By blending military 

precision with engineering 
brilliance, this new roadmap 
promises a future where In-
dia’s eastern borders are not 
just connected, but invincible.

The strategic toadmap
• Efficiency First: 

Maximizing resources 
to reduce construction 

timelines.
• Modern Methods: 
Adopting advanced 

engineering for high-alti-
tude durability.

• Reliability: Building 
bridges that stand the 

test of time and terrain.

Key takeaways
• Faster Mobilization: 
Reducing transit time 

for security forces.
• Community Sup-

port: Linking remote 
villages to essential 

services.
• Economic Boost: 

Creating jobs and local 
trade routes through 
better connectivity.

Feature Detail
Established 1960
Current 
Reach

11 States & 
Bhutan

Core  
Mission

Military-Grade 
Infrastructure

2026 Focus Eastern Fron-
tier Security

Quick facts:  
The BRO evolution

BAD HIGHWAY DESIGN AND 
SPEED CAUSING DEATHS

DHAR

A tragic road accident that 
claimed 16 lives in Madhya 
Pradesh was caused by more 
than just fast driving. A po-
lice investigation into the 
crash on the Indore-Ahmed-
abad National Highway has 
revealed shocking flaws in 
road design and a total lack 
of basic safety features. Au-
thorities say these infrastruc-
ture failures turned a busy 
crossing into a death trap.

Investigators found that the 
road lacked mandatory warn-
ing signs to alert drivers of 
upcoming turns. There were 

no speed breakers or signals 
to slow down traffic. Most 
dangerously, the gaps in the 
highway dividers were poorly 
planned, allowing vehicles to 
cross blindly into oncoming 
traffic. At night, the danger 
increased because the road 
had no reflective markings or 
"cat-eye" indicators to guide 
drivers in the dark.

The disaster occurred when 
a pickup truck carrying 46 
workers overturned and 
slammed into an SUV. While 
the police admit overspeeding 
played a major role, they in-
sist the accident could have 
been avoided if the National 

Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI) had followed safety 
protocols. The death toll rose 
to 16 today after three more 
victims died in the hospital.

Local police officials have 
documented every missing 
safety feature and are filing a 
formal complaint with high-
way authorities. They are de-
manding immediate changes 
to the medians and the instal-
lation of proper signage. This 
heartbreaking event serves as 
a grim reminder that high-
s p e e d  r o a d s  r e q u i r e 
high-quality safety measures 
to protect the lives of those 
traveling on them.

New bus routes approved for 3 cities
GANDHINAGAR

Commuting in Gujarat is 
about to get much easier and 
cheaper for thousands of res-
idents. The state government 
has officially approved 17 
new urban bus routes across 
three growing cities.

 This move, part of the 
Chief Minister’s Urban Bus 
Service Scheme, aims to con-
nect remote neighborhoods 
with city centers while help-
ing families save money on 
daily travel.

The expansion targets 
Navsari, Vapi, and Palanpur. 
Navsari will see the biggest 
boost with seven new routes 
designed to link different 
parts of the city more effec-
tively. Vapi, a major industrial 
hub, will receive four new 
routes. Officials believe these 
extra buses will provide 
much-needed relief to factory 
workers and employees who 

currently struggle with limit-
ed transport options or rely 
heavily on expensive private 
vehicles.

In Palanpur, the district 
headquarters of Banaskantha, 
six new routes have been 
sanctioned. These additions 
a re  expec ted  to  be  a 
game-changer for students 
and villagers traveling into 
the city for education and es-
sential services. Deputy Chief 
Minister Harsh Sanghavi stat-
ed that the main goal is to 
make daily travel more con-

venient and time-efficient for 
the common citizen.

Beyond just saving money, 
the government hopes this ini-
tiative will fix two major ur-
ban headaches like traffic 
jams and pollution. By put-
ting modern, safe buses on the 
road, authorities want to en-
courage people to leave their 
cars and scooters at home. 
This project is a key part of 
Gujarat’s larger plan to mod-
ernize city infrastructure and 
ensure that even peripheral 
areas are not left behind.

India’s used car market 
 to hit billions

NEW DELHI

Buying a pre-owned vehicle 
is becoming the new favorite 
trend for Indian drivers. A fresh 
report reveals that India’s used-
car market is set to explode, 
reaching a massive $70 billion 
by 2031.  This is a huge jump 
from the current $35 billion 
market seen this year, proving 
that more people are choosing 
"nearly new" over brand new.

Several factors are fueling 
this engine of growth. First, 
people are keeping their cars 
for much shorter times. Instead 
of waiting eight years to up-
grade, many drivers in big cit-
ies now swap their vehicles 
every four to five years. This 
creates a steady supply of 
high-quality, relatively young 
cars for the next buyer. Addi-
tionally, rising incomes and 
easier bank loans are making it 
much simpler for families to 
drive home their first vehicle. 
Interestingly, the report finds 
that 65 percent of used-car buy-
ers are purchasing a vehicle for 
the very first time. For these 
people, a pre-owned car isn't 
just a budget choice, it is a way 
to get a premium model with 
better features for a lower price. 

Sardine boom boosts India’s 
marine fisheries growth

KOCHI

India’s marine fisheries sector 
showed steady recovery in 
2025, with total fish catch ris-
ing by three per cent to 35.7 
lakh tonnes, according to the 
Central Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute. 

The latest data points to im-
proving fish stocks and better 
market returns, offering hope 
for the country’s growing blue 
economy.

Tamil Nadu emerged as the 
top contributor with 6.85 lakh 
tonnes, moving ahead of Gu-
jarat,  where production 
dropped by 15 per cent due to 
bad weather and longer fish-
ing bans. Kerala held the third 
position with 6.24 lakh 
tonnes, making up around 17 
per cent of the total output.

Pelagic species, which live 
near the surface, dominated 
the catch with a 54 per cent 
share. Indian mackerel led 
landings, followed by cepha-
lopods and a strong comeback 
by Indian oil sardines. Kerala 
saw a sharp 13 per cent rise in 
sardine catch, reaching its 
highest level in ten years. 
Growth in threadfin breams 

and cephalopods also support-
ed the overall increase.

The sector’s value also im-
proved significantly. National 
earnings from marine fish 
reached Rs 69,254 crore, 
while retail value rose to Rs 
97,702 crore. Kerala recorded 
strong growth in earnings, 
showing better pricing and 
market demand.

Experts say favourable 
weather and controlled fish-
ing helped fish stocks recover. 
According to CMFRI Direc-
tor Grinson George, these fac-
tors played a key role in the 
growth. The report highlights 
a positive trend where better 
ecology and strong demand 
are supporting the livelihoods 
of coastal communities across 
India.
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Government of Karnataka - Water Resources Department
Bhadra Command Area Development Authority

Engineering Division, Malavagoppa,
Nidhige Post Office, Shivamogga – 577222

 No.: BCS/E.Div./T.Section/Re Tender/26-27/41 D: 27.04.2026

JOB NO  153/83     14 X 2

DIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/139/04/153

Head of Account: 2705-115
On behalf of the Hon’ble Administrative Officer, Bhadra
CADA, Shivamogga, the Executive Engineer, Engineering
Division, Bhadra Command Area Development Authority,
Malavagoppa, Shivamogga  invites detailed competitive
Short-Term Re Tenders in two cover system through KPP
Portal as per Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
Act – 1999, Rules – 2000 and Regulations 2017 for appointing
required personnel on temporary basis through Human
Resource Firms for certain posts that are vacant at the offices
of Administrative Officer, Bhadra CADA, Shivamogga,
Executive Engineer, Engineering Division, Bhadra CADA,
Shivamogga and Assistant Executive Engineer, Engineering
Sub Division, Bhadra CADA, Shivamogga/Siddapura and
Agriculture and Co-operation Sub Division Bhadra CADA,
Shivamogga, and Chairman’s Personal Section Offices for the
year 2026-27 (From 01.04.2026 to 31.03.2027).
Details are as below
1. Date for accessing Tender in KPP Portal: From 27.04.2026
to 07.05.2026. 2. Last date for submission of filled Bids:
07.05.2026 up to 4.30 PM. 3. Date of opening Technical Bid
(two cover system): 08.05.2026 at 5.00 PM. 4. Date of
opening Financial Bid: 11.05.2026 after 11.30 AM.
Further information can be obtained from the office of
Engineering Division, Bhadra CADA, Shivamogga during office
hours or through website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Engineering Division,
Bhadra CADA, Shivamogga

Short-Term Re Tender Notice CALL-3 (IFT – 03/2026-27)

Geetha/D/Tenders/DIP Tenders/PWD/Electrical 26
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PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ
KW-1 STD µÀgÀvÀÄÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÖAvÉ, PÉ.¦.¦.¦ ªÀÄÆ®PÀ JgÀqÀ£ÉÃ C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü
mÉAqÀgï PÀgÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß DºÁé¤ À̧̄ ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ PÉÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwzÉ.

PÀæ. PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ ºÉ À̧gÀÄ mÉAqÀjVlÖ ªÉÆvÀÛ
¸ÀA. (gÀÆ. ®PÀëUÀ¼À°è)

1 Providing Diesel Generator Set to District Prison,
Mangaluru, D.K. District. Rs. 11.88
PWD/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT35406

2 Supplying and Installing, Erection and
Commissioning of new Diesel Generator Set
58.5 KVA with AMF Panel to PWD Division Rs. 9.97
Office, Udupi, Udupi District. PWD/2026-27/
EL/WORK_INDENT35405 (Reserved for Cat-1)

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgï£À°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ» À̧®Ä EaÒ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ̈ ï Ȩ́Êmï https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in£À°è mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß qË£ï É̄ÆÃqï
ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ: 29.05.2026 jAzÀ 13.05.2026, 16.00
UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgï »AwgÀÄV¸ÀÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ:
13.05.2026 gÀAzÉ 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À̄ ÁVzÉ. ¸ÀzÀj
mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÇÃlð®ï£À°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À
«ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ°è PÉ®¸ÀzÀ
ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ.

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«).

ÊÝÓÝÓÜíC/E¯&Ô.²/437/PæGÓ…GíÔG/2026&27

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj,
É̄ÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï « s̈ÁUÀ, PÉ.Dgï. ªÀÈvÀÛ, É̈AUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.

¸ÀA: PÁ.EA(«)/¯ÉÆÃ.E/«zÀÄåvï/2025-26/147 ¢£ÁAPÀ:  29.04.2026

C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

Government of Karnataka

sd/- Executitive Engineer,
P.R.E.Division, Hassan.

Job no. 86/83 Sta Client: PREDj, Hassan Size: 12X8

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO -05/2026-27
Dated : 29.04.2026

Panchayath Raj Engineering Department
Office of the Executive Engineer, Hassan

Division Hassan.

The tender are invited by the Executive Engineer, Panchayath
Raj Engineering Division Hassan on be-half of the Governor of
Karnataka through KPPP portal for the following works are
sanctioned under the head of account of 2025-26TH CMIDP
Grant The work details are available in the www.kppp.
karnataka.gov.in portal. P À æ .¸ ÀA .EAq ÉAmï ¸ ÀAS É å 01.INDENT
NO:RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25298/Call-2 mÉAqÀgïVlÖ

ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ.®PÀëUÀ¼À°è Rs.208.38 lakhs 02.INDENT NO:RDPR/2025-
26/RD/WORK_INDENT25288/Call-2 mÉAqÀgïVlÖ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ.®PÀëUÀ¼À°è

Rs.200.95 lakhs  03.INDENT NO:RDPR/2025-26/RD/
WORK_INDENT25292/Call-2 mÉAqÀgïVlÖ ª ÉÆvÀ Û g ÀÆ.®PÀ ëU À¼ À° è

Rs.207.04 lakhs 04.INDENT NO:RDPR/2025-26/RD/
WORK_INDENT25296/Call-2 mÉAq ÀgïVlÖ ª ÉÆv À Û g ÀÆ.®P À ëU À¼ À° è

Rs.191.83 lakhs  05.INDENT NO:RDPR/2025-26/BD/
WORK_INDENT 25163/Call-2 mÉAqÀgïVlÖ ª ÉÆvÀ Û gÀÆ.®PÀ ëU À¼ À°è

Rs.146.82 lakhs 06.INDENT NO:RDPR/2025-26/BD/
WORK_INDENT23989/Call-2 mÉAqÀgïVlÖ ª ÉÆvÀ Û g ÀÆ.®PÀ ëU À¼ À° è

Rs.120.49 lakhs THE IMPORTANT DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS  Bid
Submission Start Date  02.05.2026  16.00 hours Last Date &
Time for Tender Queries/Clarifications  08.05.2026 16.00
hours Last Date & Time for receipt of tenders  11.05.2026
16.00 hours Date & T ime for Opening of Technical Bid
12.05.2026  16.05 hours  Date & Time for Opening of Finan-
cial  Bid  After approval of Technical bid

ªÁ¸Á À̧AE/» À̧¤/ºÁ À̧£À/82/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Nagaland drill tests 
readiness for major quake

Nagaland successfully conducted its 8th statewide disaster drill, simulating a 
massive earthquake to test emergency response and coordination systems

KOHIMA

Nagaland successfully com-
pleted its eighth statewide di-
saster drill, putting its emer-
gency response systems to the 
ultimate test.  Known as NE-
PEX 2026, the exercise simu-
lated a massive earthquake to 
see how well government 
agencies and local communi-
ties could handle a sudden, 
high-impact catastrophe.

The drill began with a 
morning siren that sent the 
State Emergency Operation 
Centre into high alert. Offi-
c i a l s  f o c u s e d  o n  a 
"whole-of-government" ap-
proach, bringing together var-
ious departments, central 
agencies, and even civil soci-
ety groups. Because earth-
quakes are unpredictable, the 

state used this scenario to 
evaluate how quickly commu-
nication flows and how effec-
tively different teams coordi-
nate under pressure.

This year’s exercise was 
more detailed than ever. Ma-

jor General Sudhir Bahl from 
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority noted that 
they planned for specific im-
pacts, such as hospital capac-
ities, road-blocking land-
slides, and damage to airports 

or dams. While the overall 
performance was praised, ex-
perts identified a few areas 
for improvement, including 
the need for better satellite 
communication backups and 
faster repairs for critical life-
lines like roads and power.

The most unique part of the 
day, titled "Operation Night 
Guard," is scheduled for this 
evening. Citizens in ten dis-
tricts will participate in air 
raid and blackout simulations 
between 6:30 pm and 6:45 
pm. Authorities have urged 
the public to stay calm and 
cooperate during these night-
time tests. By identifying 
gaps now, Nagaland aims to 
ensure that if a real disaster 
ever strikes, the state will be 
ready to save as many lives as 
possible.

New Summit maps future of 
inclusive medicine

NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister JP 
Nadda opened a major nation-
al summit aimed at making 
healthcare more affordable 
and modern for every Indian. 

The 10th National Summit 
on Innovation and Inclusivity 
brought together leaders from 
across the country to share the 
best ideas for improving pub-
lic health. The event high-
lights how local, practical 
solutions are currently trans-
forming the nation’s medical 
landscape.

During the summit, Minis-
ter Nadda praised India’s shift 
toward a more complete 
health system. Under the cur-
rent national policy, the focus 
has moved beyond just treat-
ing the sick to preventing ill-
ness before it starts. He high-
lighted the massive success 
of over 1.85 lakh Ayushman 
Arogya Mandirs. These local 
centers now serve as the first 

point of contact for 1.5 bil-
lion people, offering vital 
screenings for diseases like 
cancer and diabetes.

The numbers  show a 
healthy trend. Institutional 
births have jumped to 89 per-
cent, and the country has 
seen a massive 79 percent 
drop in deaths for children 
under five. Furthermore, In-
dia is winning the fight 
against major diseases like 
tuberculosis cases are falling 
faster than the global aver-
age, and malaria rates remain 

impressively low despite In-
dia’s huge population.

The Minister emphasized 
that while money is avail-
able, the real challenge is 
using it wisely at the local 
level. He called for better co-
ordination between officials 
to ensure that every rupee 
helps the people who need it 
most. By focusing on quality 
and innovation, India is tak-
ing a giant leap toward a fu-
ture where high-quality 
healthcare is a reality for ev-
eryone.

Union Health Minister 
JP Nadda launched the 
10th National Summit, 
highlighting Ayushman 

Arogya Mandirs and 
innovative strategies to 
make healthcare more 

affordable and 
accessible for all

Army surgical camp brings sight to Ladakh
LEH

The Indian Army has success-
fully finished a historic four-
day medical mission in the 
high-altitude region of Leh, 
restoring sight to hundreds of 
residents. 

Known as "Operation Netra 
1.0," this advanced surgical eye 
camp provided elite medical 
care to people living in some of 
the most remote and rugged 
border areas on Earth.

Working at the very edge of 
the habitable world, a team of 
top military surgeons screened 
950 patients from seven differ-
ent districts. The team per-
formed 214 complex proce-
dures, including nearly 200 
cataract surgeries. Most incred-

ibly, 15 patients who were com-
pletely blind walked away with 
their vision fully restored. Many 
travelers came from extreme 
heights, such as Hanle and 
Chushul, journeying through 
thin air and freezing tempera-
tures to reach the hospital.

The mission also debuted a 
new "Op Netra" mobile app. 
Developed by the Army, this 
digital tool used QR codes to 
track patient records and sched-

ule surgeries with 100% accu-
racy. This high-tech approach 
ensured that patients from se-
cluded villages like Bogdang 
and Spangmik received the 
same quality of care as those in 
India’s biggest cities.

The closing ceremony was 
attended by Ladakh Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena, who 
praised the seamless partner-
ship between the military and 
civil government. By airlifting 
heavy medical equipment into 
the mountains, the Indian Air 
Force and Army proved that no 
citizen is too remote to be 
helped. For people like Rigzin 
Wangyal, who lived in shadows 
for fifteen years, the camp of-
fered a "new lease of light" and 
a future of independence.

The Indian Army’s ‘Oper-
ation Netra 1.0’ suc-

cessfully restored sight 
to hundreds through a 

high-tech surgical camp 
in remote Ladakh

Jamia students protest over 
VC’s controversial remarks

NEW DELHI

A major controversy has erupted at Jamia Millia 
Islamia following comments made by Vice Chan-
cellor Mazhar Asif. During an event organized by 
the RSS on campus, a video surfaced showing the 
Vice Chancellor stating that all Indians share a 
common "DNA of Mahadev," regardless of their 
religion or culture. These remarks have triggered 
a wave of anger among student groups, who are 
calling the statements unscientific and undemo-
cratic.  The All India Students' Association 
(AISA) and the Students' Federation of India 
(SFI) issued strong statements condemning the 
Vice Chancellor’s words. They argue that linking 
Indian identity to a specific religious figure ig-
nores the country’s diverse heritage and constitu-
tional values. Students also expressed concern that 
the university is being used as a platform for po-
litical agendas, which they claim undermines the 
academic independence of the institution. 

The event, which marked 100 years of the RSS, 
was already facing heavy resistance. Scores of 
students gathered to protest the program, leading 
to a tense standoff with campus security and po-
lice. Some student leaders alleged that the admin-
istration used force to disperse peaceful protesters, 
claims that the university has denied. The admin-
istration defended the event, stating it was an ac-
ademic discussion about Indian traditions and 
youth. 

This incident has reignited a fierce debate about 
the role of ideology in education. While the uni-
versity insists it remains open to all ideas, protest-
ing students demand that the Vice Chancellor be 
held accountable. They believe that such com-
ments from a top educator set a regressive tone for 
the future of Indian universities. 

Plastic factory fire 
injures owner in Raipur

RAIPUR

A massive fire tore through a plastic factory in the 
Saddu area of Raipur, leaving the facility’s owner 
injured. The blaze broke out suddenly, quickly 
spreading through the building and causing a se-
ries of small explosions as paint cans stored inside 
ignited. While the fire caused significant damage 
to the property, emergency teams acted fast to pre-
vent a larger disaster.  The factory owner suffered 
burns to his hands while bravely attempting to 
douse the flames before help arrived. Fortunately, 
no other employees were trapped inside, as the 
building was successfully evacuated within min-
utes. Four fire engines and a large water tanker 
were rushed to the scene to battle the smoke and 
heat. Firefighters reported that the most dangerous 
part of the operation involved stopping the paint 
can blasts, which they managed to control after 
about an hour of intense work.  Local officials 
confirmed that the fire is now mostly contained, 
though cooling operations are ongoing to ensure 
no hidden sparks reignite the plastic materials. 

Centre pushes organic, nutritious food supply for armed forces
NEW DELHI

The Central Government has 
stepped up efforts to ensure 
supply of organic and nutri-
tious food to the country’s 
armed forces, with a renewed 
focus on Bharat Brand food 
products, quality grains and 
premium basmati rice. Union 
Food and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi on Thursday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
with senior Indian Army offi-
cials at Krishi Bhavan in New 
Delhi to review procurement 
and supply systems for food 
grains and ration materials 
meant for defence personnel.

During the meeting, the min-
ister stressed the importance of 

providing quality and organic 
food grains to soldiers serving 
across the country. Detailed 
discussions were held on ex-
panding the supply of Bharat 
Brand rice and wheat products 
to the armed forces and im-
proving overall nutritional 
standards in ration supplies.

Joshi instructed officials to 
take necessary steps for pro-
curement of high-quality bas-
mati rice and other essential 
food commodities required by 
the armed forces. The discus-
sions also focused on scaling 
up procurement through coop-
erative institutions and ensur-
ing smooth and efficient sup-
ply chains.

Officials examined ways to 

strengthen distribution mecha-
nisms so that nutritious food 
products reach defence estab-
lishments without disruption. 
The meeting also explored 
strategies to encourage sustain-
able and organic agricultural 
production while supporting 
Indian farmers.

Joshi reiterated that the Cen-
tre remains committed to both 

supporting the farming com-
munity and ensuring that 
armed forces personnel receive 
safe, nutritious and high-qual-
ity food products. The initia-
tive is expected to improve 
food quality standards for de-
fence personnel while also 
boosting demand for Bharat 
Brand and organic agricultural 
products in the country.
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QUICK READ
Nepal Airlines 

apologises over 
incorrect J&K map

Kathmandu
Nepal Airlines has issued 
an apology after a “net-
work map” shared on its 

social media showed 
Jammu and Kashmir as 
part of Pakistan, trigger-

ing widespread backlash. 
The airline removed the 

post shortly after criticism 
emerged. In a statement, 
it acknowledged “signifi-

cant cartographic inaccu-
racies” that did not reflect 
its official stance or that 
of Nepal. It said an inter-
nal review is underway to 
ensure better accuracy in 
future communications. 

Emphasising regional ties, 
the airline expressed re-

gret for any offence 
caused and reaffirmed its 

commitment to main-
taining strong relations 

with neighbouring coun-
tries.

CHINA-PAK SUBMARINES

Taiwan detects Chinese aircraft, 
naval activity near waters

TAIPEI

Taiwan’s Ministry of National 
Defense reported detecting 
renewed Chinese military ac-
tivity near its territorial wa-
ters, including aircraft sorties 
and naval vessels operating in 
the surrounding region.

 The developments were re-
corded as part of ongoing 
monitoring of movements by 
the People’s Liberation Army.

According to the ministry, 
two sorties of Chinese mili-
tary aircraft were identified 
entering Taiwan’s southwest-
ern Air Defense Identification 
Zone (ADIZ). In addition, 
five naval vessels and two of-
ficial ships were observed op-
erating in nearby waters. Tai-
wanese defense forces tracked 

the movements closely and 
deployed surveillance systems 
to maintain situational aware-
ness.

Officials said the activity 
underscores continued pres-
sure from the People’s Repub-
lic of China, which has regu-
larly conducted similar oper-
ations around the island. Tai-
wan views these actions as 
part of “grey-zone” tactics 

aimed at testing its defensive 
readiness without escalating 
into direct conflict. The min-
istry emphasized that it re-
mains vigilant and responds 
appropriately to all detected 
incursions. Air and naval 
units are kept on standby to 
ensure rapid reaction capabil-
ity in case of escalation.

Such encounters have be-
come increasingly frequent in 

recent years, with Chinese 
aircraft and ships often oper-
ating near or crossing sensi-
tive zones around Taiwan. 
These actions have contribut-
ed to heightened regional ten-
sions and ongoing security 
concerns in the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan continues to assert 
its sovereignty and rejects 
Beijing’s claims over the is-
land. Meanwhile, China 
maintains that its operations 
are routine and fall within its 
territorial rights.

The latest incident adds to a 
continuing pattern of military 
activity that underscores the 
fragile security balance in the 
region and the importance 
both sides place on strategic 
deterrence and surveillance 
readiness.

Taiwan reported fresh Chinese military activity near its waters, tracking 
aircraft sorties and naval vessels in surrounding zones

66/83 7 x 2

CITY CORPORTAION
VIJAYAPURA

No: CCV/HO/SWM/T.N/2025-26  Date: 30.04.2026
KPP PORTAL SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
Executive Engineer, City Corporation, Vijayapura invites
tenders from eligible bidders (1) 05 works under corporation
general fund 2025-26, (2) 01 work under 15th Finance
2025-26 tenders are called and (3) 05 works under Non-
Million Plus Cities fund rate quotation called through E-
procurement portal. For further details visit online website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Note: (1) Tender Corrigendum and Addendum will be issued
in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal. (2) Last date for
tender: 07.05.2026.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Vijayapura City Corporation, Vijayapura.

DIPR/Vijayapura/R.O.No.71/KSMCA/2026-27

DIPR/CTA/KSMCA/
76/2026-27

No:RDWS&SD/CTA/TS/TENDER/2026-27/40  Date: 23/4/2026

On behalf of the Honarable Governor of Karnataka as per the
provisions of the Standard Tender Document, tender is invited
for the Empanelement of Third Party Inspection Agency (TPIA)
for the inspection of Jal Jeevan Mission(Invillage Works) and
other works under RDWS&SD, Chitradurga in two-Cover System
through KPPP portal from eligible Firms/Agencies registered
under the Companies Act. Estimate Cost:Rs.169.50 Lakhs, Pre-
bid Meeting Date:23.04.2026, Last date for Tender
Submission:02.05.2026, Technical bid opening Date:04.05.2026,
Financial bid opening Date:06.05.2026. For more information
contact Executive Engineer's office during working hours.

Government of Kranataka

Office Of Executive Engineer,
Rural Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Division, Chitradurga.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
 RDWS&S Division, Chitradurga

phone No: 08194-200329 Email:eerdwsd.chd@gmail.com

Dvg: 139  Siz : 8x2

Tender Notification

Mamdani urges 
King Charles to 

return Koh-i-Noor
NEW YORK

Zohran Mamdani has said he 
would encourage the King 
Charles III to return the Koh-
i-Noor Diamond during the 
monarch’s visit to New York, 
reigniting discussion around 
one of the world’s most de-
bated historical artefacts.

The Koh-i-Noor, a 105-car-
at diamond originally mined 
in India, has long been at the 
centre of international contro-
versy due to its transfer 
during the British colonial 
period. India has repeatedly 
called for its return, arguing 
that it was taken under un-
equal historical circumstances 
and should be repatriated as 
part of broader restitution ef-
forts.

Mamdani’s remarks add a 
contemporary political voice 
to a longstanding diplomatic 
issue. He suggested that 
high-profile visits, such as 
those by members of the Brit-
ish royal family, present op-
portunities to address unre-
solved historical grievances 
and cultural claims.

The diamond is currently 
part of the British Crown 
Jewels and is traditionally as-
sociated with royal regalia 

used by the monarchy. The 
question of ownership, how-
ever, remains sensitive, with 
the British Royal Household 
maintaining its position on the 
jewel’s status, while India and 
other stakeholders continue to 
raise restitution claims.

Debates over the Koh-i-
Noor are part of a wider glob-
al conversation about the re-
turn of cultural artefacts taken 
during colonial rule. Muse-
ums and governments around 
the world have faced increas-
ing pressure to reassess his-
torical acquisitions and con-
sider repatriation.

Mamdani’s statement has 
therefore been seen as part of 
a broader political and cultur-
al discourse, reflecting ongo-
ing tensions between histori-
cal legacy, national identity, 
and modern diplomatic rela-
tions.

Zohran Mamdani urged 
King Charles III to 

return the Koh-i-Noor 
Diamond, reviving 

debate over colonial-
era artefact restitution 

during his New York 
visit

OPEC+ TO RAISE OIL 
OUTPUT WITHOUT UAE

LONDON

The OPEC+ is likely to agree 
on another increase in oil pro-
duction, even as the United 
Arab Emirates may not be 
part of the decision, according 
to sources. The move indi-
cates that the alliance is con-
tinuing its current strategy 
despite internal disagreements 
among member nations.

OPEC+, which brings to-
gether the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and partners including 
Russia, has been managing oil 
output to stabilise global mar-
kets. The expected production 
hike reflects confidence that 
demand conditions can sup-
port additional supply without 
significantly disrupting prices.

Sources familiar with the 
discussions said the decision 
underscores a “business as 
usual” approach within the 
alliance. It suggests that key 
producers are prioritising 
market stability and continui-
ty over resolving all internal 
disputes before taking action. 
This marks a shift from earli-
er periods when consensus 
among all members was con-
sidered essential.

The UAE’s likely absence 
highlights ongoing tensions 
over production quotas. The 
country has previously 
pushed for higher baseline 
levels to reflect its increased 
capacity, leading to disagree-
ments with other members. 
Despite this, the broader 
group appears willing to pro-

ceed without full alignment.
Analysts say the move could 

influence global oil prices, de-
pending on how markets re-
spond to the added supply. A 
higher output level may ease 
price pressures if demand 
growth slows, but could also 
intensify competition among 
producers. The final agree-
ment, once confirmed, will be 
closely monitored by energy 
markets worldwide.

OPEC+ is expected to 
boost output despite 

United Arab Emirates 
absence, signaling  

steady market strategy 
amid tensions

Bus falls into Seine near 
Paris, all rescued

PARIS

A bus carrying passengers fell 
into the Seine River near Par-
is, prompting a rapid emer-
gency response from local 
authorities. 

Officials confirmed that all 
four people on board were 
rescued and are safe.

The incident took place in 
Juvisy-sur-Orge, when the 
bus reportedly left the road 
and ended up in the river. 
Those inside included the 
driver, her trainer, and two 
passengers, according to 
transport authorities.

Emergency services, in-
cluding firefighters and res-
cue teams, were quickly de-
ployed to the scene. They 
managed to extract all occu-
pants from the vehicle with-

out reported fatalities or seri-
ous injuries. The swift re-
sponse was credited with 
preventing a potentially more 
serious outcome.

After the rescue, the bus re-
mained partially submerged 
and was seen floating close to 
the riverbank later in the day 
as recovery operations contin-
ued. Authorities worked to 
secure the area and prevent 
further risk to nearby traffic 
and river activity.

The regional transport au-
thority for Île-de-France said 
an investigation has been 
launched to determine how 
the incident occurred. Offi-
cials are examining possible 
causes, including mechanical 
failure, human error, or road 
and environmental conditions 
at the time of the accident.

Journalists face growing threats censorship, legal pressure
PARIS

Press freedom has fallen to its 
lowest level in 25 years, ac-
cording to the latest report 
from Reporters Without Bor-
ders.  The organisation warns 
that more than half of the 
world’s countries are now 
classified in the “difficult” or 

“very serious” categories, 
marking a historic decline in 
global media freedom. The re-
port highlights growing politi-
cal pressure, legal restrictions, 
and violence against journal-
ists across multiple regions. It 
cites the United States, under 
Donald Trump, as an example 
of increasing hostility toward 

the press, including what RSF 
describes as systematic attacks 
on journalists and restrictions 
affecting media operations.

RSF also points to deterio-
rating conditions in several 
other countries. In Russia, the 
watchdog says authorities 
have used laws related to ex-
tremism and national security 

to detain journalists, with doz-
ens reportedly imprisoned as 
of April 2026. In parts of Afri-
ca, including Niger, the situa-
tion has worsened sharply due 
to political instability and 
armed conflict. The report 
notes that the share of the 
global population living in 
countries with “good” press 

freedom has dropped dramati-
cally to less than one percent, 
with only a small group of 
Northern European countries 
maintaining high standards.

RSF says the decline re-
flects a broader global trend of 
weakening democratic safe-
guards and increasing control 
over information. 

Canada to host new defence funding bank for allies
LONDON

Canada has announced that it will 
host a proposed multilateral insti-
tution called the Defence, Securi-
ty and Resilience Bank, aimed at 
helping allied nations fund mili-
tary and security-related projects 
amid rising global geopolitical 
tensions.

According to Canada’s finance 
ministry, discussions on the cre-
ation of the bank have been ongo-
ing in Montreal with a group of 

partner countries, although the 
participating nations have not yet 
been publicly identified. The in-
stitution is expected to focus on 
providing affordable financing for 
defence modernisation and resil-
ience projects, particularly for 
countries facing higher borrowing 
costs.

The proposed bank is designed 
to be a high-credit-rated financial 
body capable of raising signifi-
cant capital—reportedly up to 100 
billion pounds (about 135 billion 

dollars). It is intended to support 
investment in defence infrastruc-
ture, equipment procurement, and 
security-related technological de-
velopment.

The idea for the institution was 
developed with input from former 
NATO security advisers, senior 
military officials, and financial 
experts. Supporters say it would 
help close funding gaps for coun-
tries that struggle to access low-
cost capital markets for defence 
spending.

Von der Leyen discusses rule 
of law conditions

BUDAPEST

Hungary’s incoming leader 
Péter Magyar said talks with 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen were 
“successful” in efforts to unlock 
billions in frozen EU funds. The 
money had been withheld over 
rule-of-law concerns under the 
previous government. Both 

sides described the discussions 
as constructive, focusing on re-
forms needed to restore fund-
ing, including improvements in 
transparency and judicial inde-
pendence. Magyar signalled 
willingness to meet EU condi-
tions, with a potential agree-
ment in the coming weeks. The 
issue is urgent as some recovery 
funds face strict deadlines.

Government of Karnataka
Public Works Department

  Office of the Executive Engineer, Mysuru
Division, Mysuru.

E-mail: eepwdmys21@gmail.com
Phone No. & Fax No. 0821-242081

IFT No. 03/2026-27/CALL-2    Dt.27.04.2026
ITEM WISE SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Executive
Engineer, Public Works Department has published item
wise Tender notification for a work approved under H/
A: 5054-80-190-0-01-132- KRDCL-Capital Expenditure
01 works & 4059-80-051-0-60-423 CMIDP TSP 01
works under this division with KW- 3 & 4 Conditions &
Regulations with Two cover systems. The Minimum
Amount Put to Tender is Rs.59.98 Lakhs and EMD
amount is Rs.1.20 Lakhs. The Maximum Amount Put
to Tender is Rs.120.56 Lakhs and EMD amount is
Rs.2.00 Lakhs. Pre bid Meeting will be held in the under
signed office at 11.00 A.M on 30.04.2026 (For Sl no.1).
Tenders shall be Submitted in KPP-Portal (https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in)  from 27.04.2026 to
05.05.2026 within 17.00 PM. KPWD Class-III & Above
Contractor Registered in KPP-Portal are eligible.
More details can be obtained from the office of the under
Signed during office hours. Any amendments or
modifications in tender notification will be published in
KPP-Portal Only.

Sd/-Executive Engineer, Public Work Department
Mysuru Division, Mysuru

DIPR/DD/MYS/115/KSMCA/104/2026-27

To place a classified 
ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Paki Navy to add advanced 
Chinese submarines fleet

ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Navy is set to 
strengthen its fleet with the addi-
tion of advanced submarines from 
China, according to reports. The 
move is part of an ongoing de-
fence cooperation between the two 
countries aimed at modernising 
Pakistan’s maritime capabilities.

Officials in Islamabad said the 
new submarines are expected to 
significantly enhance underwater 
combat and surveillance capabili-
ties in the Arabian Sea. The plat-
forms are believed to feature im-
proved stealth technology, extend-
ed operational range, and ad-
vanced weapons systems designed 
for both deterrence and tactical 
operations.

The acquisition reflects deepen-
ing strategic ties between Pakistan 
and China, particularly in the de-
fence sector. Over the past decade, 
China has emerged as one of Paki-

stan’s key military suppliers, pro-
viding naval vessels, fighter air-
craft, and air defence systems.

The development comes amid 
heightened regional security con-
cerns and ongoing modernisation 
efforts within the Pakistan Armed 
Forces. Analysts note that expand-
ing submarine capability is a prior-
ity for Pakistan as it seeks to main-
tain a balance of power in the Indi-
an Ocean region.The announce-
ment also follows Islamabad’s 
broader efforts to diversify and 

upgrade its naval assets, including 
frigates and coastal defence sys-
tems. The new submarines are ex-
pected to complement existing plat-
forms and improve Pakistan’s abil-
ity to conduct long-range patrols 
and intelligence gathering.

While details of the exact num-
ber and specifications remain lim-
ited, defence observers say the 
deal underscores China’s growing 
role as a major defence partner in 
South Asia and highlights shifting 
naval dynamics in the region.
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MADRID

World No. 1 Jannik Sinner 
showered praise on Spanish 
teenager Rafael Jódar after 
defeating the rising star in the 
quarterfinals of the Madrid 
Open.

Sinner secured a 6-2, 7-6 
(7-0) victory at the Caja Mag-
ica to end Jódar’s dream 
run in the tournament, 
but the Italian was quick 
to acknowledge the 
enormous potential of 
the 19-year-old Span-
iard.

“What a player,” Sin-
ner wrote on the on-court 
camera lens immediately 
after the match.

The top-ranked Italian said 
Jódar initially appeared ner-
vous but gradually settled 
into the contest and show-
cased why many consider 
him one of the brightest 
young talents in world tennis.

“In the beginning he felt a 
little tension, which is nor-
mal. But after that it became 
a really good match,” Sinner 
said. “I maybe had a little 
more experience in the im-
portant moments, and that 
made the difference.”

Jódar has enjoyed a re-
markable rise over the past 
year. The Spaniard was 
ranked outside the top 600 

just 12 months ago but en-
tered the ATP top 100 in 
March after a string of im-
p r e s - sive perfor-

mances.
E a r l i e r 

this month, 
he won his 

maiden 
A T P 
Tour 
title 
i n 

Marrakech and later reached 
the semifinals in Barcelona. 
During the Madrid Open, Jó-
dar also stunned high-
er-ranked opponents, includ-
ing fifth seed Alex de Minaur.

Sinner revealed he had 
been closely following the 
Spaniard’s progress and even 
watched some of his earlier 
matches courtside.

“That’s one of the reasons 
why I went to watch him and 
also João Fonseca. They 
could be future opponents for 
many years,” Sinner ex-
plained.

The 24-year-old added that 
Jódar possesses “ev-

erything needed” to 
become one of the 
sport’s elite play-
ers but cautioned 
against placing 
excessive pres-

sure on the teen-
ager too early in his 

career.
“It’s important not to push 

him too much because expec-
tations can become difficult 
mentally,” Sinner said. The 
victory marked Sinner’s 21st 
consecutive win and secured 
his maiden semifinal appear-
ance in Madrid. He will next 
face Arthur Fils, who extend-
ed his own winning streak to 
nine matches with victory 
over Jiří Lehečka.

Andy Flower: RCB have all-
weather bowling attack

Flower praises 
Bengaluru 

bowlers after 
destructive 

PowerPlay spell 
dismantled 

DCcompletely 
recently

AHMEDABAD

Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
head coach Andy Flower has 
hailed his side’s bowling unit 
as an “all-weather attack”, 
saying the team is capable of 
adapting to any pitch condi-
tions.

RCB’s bowling strength 
was on full display in their 
previous outing against Delhi 
Capitals, where the Bengaluru 
side reduced the opposition to 
a shocking eight for six with-
in just 3.5 overs. Veteran pac-
ers Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Josh Hazlewood led the car-
nage with a sensational new-
ball spell that virtually sealed 
the contest inside the Power-
Play.

Flower said RCB’s ability 
to strike early has become one 
o f  the  t eam’s  b igges t 
strengths.

“We’ve been very good at 
taking PowerPlay wickets, 
and we did that well last sea-
son too,” Flower said. 
“Against Delhi Capitals, ev-

erything came together so 
quickly and efficiently that 
the game was over in the 
blink of an eye. It was won-
derful to watch Bhuvi and 
Hazlewood bowl like that.”

The former Zimbabwe cap-
tain also expressed confi-
dence in his bowling resourc-
es regardless of surface con-
ditions. Ahmedabad is expect-
ed to offer a batting-friendly 
wicket, but Flower insisted 
RCB are prepared for every 
scenario.

“We’re playing on a 75 per 
cent red-soil pitch, the same 
one used for last year’s final. 
But we’re comfortable with 
whatever conditions are put in 
front of us,” he noted.

Despite RCB enjoying an 
impressive campaign with six 
wins from eight matches, 
Flower said it was important 
for the squad to remain 
grounded and focus only on 
the next challenge.

“It’s really important philo-
sophically not to hold on to 
past performances. T20 crick-

et is unpredictable, and you 
have to embrace that un-
certainty,” he added.

Gujarat Titans assis-
tant coach Parthiv Patel 
also backed his side’s 
bowling depth, high-
lighting options such as 
Rashid Khan, Washington 
Sundar  and  Manav 
Suthar alongside a 
strong pace 
attack featur-
ing Moham-
med  S i ra j 
and Kagiso 
Rabada. The 
high-profile 
encounter is 
expected to 
be a key 
battle be-
tween two 
well-bal-
a n c e d 
bowling 
at tacks 
in IPL 
2026.

Riyan Parag fined for vaping during 
IPL match against Punjab Kings

BENGALURU

Rajasthan Royals captain Ri-
yan Parag has been fined 25 
per cent of his match fees and 
handed one demerit point for 
vaping inside the dressing 
room during an IPL 2026 
match against Punjab Kings 
in Mullanpur.

The incident occurred 
during Rajasthan Royals’ suc-
cessful chase against Punjab 
Kings on Tuesday night, 
when Parag was seen on the 
live television broadcast in-
haling from an e-cigarette. 
The visuals quickly went viral 

on social media and sparked 
widespread criticism 

from cricket fans and 
viewers.

According to 
IPL officials, on-

field umpires Tan-
may Srivastava and 
Nitin Menon ini-
tially did not re-
port the incident 
to match referee 
Amit Sharma im-
mediately after 
the game. Howev-
er, after reviewing 

the broadcast foot-
age, the matter was 

formally reported and 
Parag was found guilty of 
breaching the IPL Code of 
Conduct.

The offence was treated as 
a Level 1 breach under Arti-
cle 2.21 of the IPL Code of 
Conduct, which deals with 
actions that bring the game 
into disrepute. Under the reg-
ulations, a Level 1 offence 
carries a penalty of 25 per 
cent deduction from match 
fees along with one demerit 

point. Since it was cate-
gorised as a minor 
breach, no formal 
hearing was required.

The  I P L C o d e 
states that public acts 
of misconduct, un-
ruly behaviour and 
inappropriate ac-
tions detrimental to 
the image of the 
game can fall under 
Article 2.21. Officials 
reportedly viewed the inci-
dent as careless behaviour, 
especially considering the 
influence of television 
broadcasts and social me-
dia visibility.

The controversy has also 
reignited discussion around 
India’s ban on e-cigarettes. 
The Union government pro-
hibited the production, sale 
and distribution of e-ciga-
rettes in 2019. Violations un-
der the law can attract im-
prisonment of up to one year 
and fines up to Rs 1 lakh for 
first-time offenders.

This is the second contro-
versy involving Rajasthan 
Royals this season. Earlier, 
team manager Romi Bhinder 
was fined Rs 1 lakh for violat-
ing PMOA protocol after al-
legedly using a mobile phone 
in the dugout during a match. 
Rajasthan Royals will next 
face Delhi Capitals at home 
on Friday night.

Referee under 
scanner after Riyan 

Parag vaping 
controversy

The BCCI may reportedly 
take action against the 
match referee following 

the controversy involving 
Rajasthan Royals captain 
Riyan Parag vaping inside 
the dressing room during 

the IPL clash against 
Punjab Kings in Mullanpur. 
According to BCCI sources, 
there is no direct provision 
in the current rule book to 
penalise a player specifi-

cally for smoking or vaping 
during a match. However, 

officials are examining 
how a banned e-cigarette 
entered the dressing room 

without detection. 

Royals captain 
penalised after 

television cameras 
caught vaping inside 
dressing room during 

match

Mumbai Indians’ playoff hopes suffer major 
blow after defeat to Sunrisers Hyderabad

Mumbai Indians now face must-win situation after crushing 
defeat against Hyderabad franchise recently

MUMBAI

Mumbai Indians suffered a 
massive setback in their IPL 
2026 playoff campaign after a 
crushing six-wicket defeat 
against Sunrisers Hyderabad 
at the Wankhede Stadium.

Despite posting a com-
manding total of 243 for five, 
Mumbai Indians failed to de-
fend the score as Sunrisers 
Hyderabad chased down the 
target comfortably in just 18.4 
overs. The defeat has left MI 
in a difficult position in the 
points table, with the five-
time champions currently lan-
guishing in ninth place with 
only four points from eight 
matches.

The highlight for Mumbai 
was a sensational century 
from Ryan Rickelton, whose 
aggressive knock powered the 
hosts to a formidable total. 
However, Hyderabad’s explo-
sive batting lineup once again 

delivered under pressure.
Openers and middle-order 

batters led the charge for 
SRH, with Travis Head and 
Heinrich Klaasen smashing 
quick-fire half-centuries to 
seal the victory. The win also 
marked Sunrisers Hyder-
abad’s fifth consecutive tri-

umph in the tournament, 
strengthening their position in 
the playoff race.

Mumbai Indians now face 
an uphill task to qualify for 
the playoffs. With six league 
matches remaining, MI must 
win all their remaining games 
to reach 16 points, a tally gen-

erally considered enough for 
qualification in most IPL sea-
sons.

A single additional defeat 
could leave Mumbai depend-
ing heavily on other teams’ 
results and Net Run Rate cal-
culations. More than one loss 
would almost certainly end 
their playoff hopes.

Mumbai’s remaining fix-
tures include several chal-
lenging contests against 
strong opponents. They will 
next face arch-rivals Chennai 
Super Kings on May 2 in 
Chennai, followed by matches 
against Lucknow Super Gi-
ants, Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru, Punjab Kings, Kolkata 
Knight Riders and Rajasthan 
Royals.

With pressure mounting 
and little room for error, 
Mumbai Indians must now 
produce a near-perfect finish 
to keep their IPL 2026 cam-
paign alive.

Yashasvi Jaiswal deserves more recognition, 
says former India batter Aakash Chopra

NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer Aakash 
Chopra has backed Rajasthan 
Royals opener Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, saying the left-hand-
ed batter’s consistent perfor-
mances in IPL 2026 are not 
receiving the attention they 
deserve.

Jaiswal has quietly enjoyed 
another productive season for 
Rajasthan Royals, scoring 306 
runs in nine matches and 
playing a key role in the fran-
chise’s strong campaign. 
However, much of the spot-
light has shifted to his open-
i n g  p a r t n e r  Va i b h a v 
Sooryavanshi, the 15-year-old 
sensation who has amassed 
400 runs, including a century, 
at a staggering strike rate 
above 238.

Chopra expressed surprise 
that Jaiswal is rarely dis-
cussed in India’s T20 selec-

tion conversations despite 
maintaining impressive num-
bers over multiple IPL sea-
sons.

“Look at his numbers in the 
last three years. He was part 
of India’s T20 World Cup 
2024-winning squad and then 
got dropped. Everyone gets 
selected and dropped, but no 
one talks about him,” Chopra 

said.
The former opener clarified 

that he was not necessarily 
demanding immediate nation-
al selection for Jaiswal but 
felt the batter deserved greater 
recognition for his consisten-
cy and impact.

“I understand there may not 
be a vacant place in the team 
right now, but he is doing ev-
erything correctly. He scores 
runs every season, maintains 
a strong average and strike 
rate, yet he isn’t even part of 
the conversation,” Chopra 
added.

Jaiswal last featured prom-
inently in India’s T20 setup 
during the 2024 World Cup 
campaign. He was later rested 
for the T20I series against En-
gland in 2025, after which 
players like Abhishek Shar-
ma, Ishan Kishan and Sanju 
Samson strengthened their 
positions in the squad.

Julian Alvarez becomes 
fastest Argentine to reach 

25 Champions League goals
MADRID

Julian Alvarez etched his 
name into UEFA Champi-
ons League history after 
becoming the fastest Argen-
tine player to score 25 goals 
in the competition, surpass-
ing legendary forward Lio-
nel Messi.

The Atletico Madrid 
striker achieved the mile-
stone during his side’s 1-1 
draw against Arsenal F.C. in 
the first leg of their UEFA 
Champions League semifi-
nal in Madrid.

Alvarez calmly converted 
a second-half penalty to 
keep Atletico Madrid’s 
hopes of winning a fourth 
Champions League title 
alive. With the goal, the Ar-
gentine forward reached 25 
goals in just 41 Champions 
League appearances, over-
taking Messi, who needed 
42 matches to achieve the 
same landmark. Former 
Manchester City striker Ser-
gio Agüero sits third among 
Argentines, having reached 
the milestone in 48 games.

Despite the impressive 
achievement, Alvarez still 
trails the competition’s all-
time leading scorers. Cris-
tiano Ronaldo tops the 
Champions League scoring 
charts with 141 goals, fol-
lowed by Messi with 129 

and Robert Lewandowski 
with 109.

The semifinal clash at 
Madrid’s home ground pro-
duced an intense and close-
ly fought contest. Arsenal 
took the lead shortly before 
half t ime when Viktor 
Gyökeres converted a pen-
alty in the 44th minute after 
being fouled inside the box.

The Gunners had earlier 
threatened through Martin 
Ødegaard, Noni Madueke 
and Piero Hincapie, while 
Alvarez tested goalkeeper 
David Raya with a brilliant 
individual effort in the 
opening stages.

Atletico Madrid respond-
ed strongly after the break 
under manager Diego Sim-
eone. Alvarez equalised 
from the penalty spot fol-
lowing a handball by Ben 
White, reigniting the home 
side’s hopes.

The Spanish club contin-
ued pressing for a winner, 
with Antoine Griezmann 
striking the crossbar and 
Ademola Lookman forcing 
several saves from Raya.

The decisive second leg 
will now be played in Lon-
don on May 6, with the 
winner advancing to the fi-
nal against either Bayern 
Munich or defending cham-
pions Paris Saint-Germain 
F.C.

PSG suffer major setback 
as Achraf Hakimi ruled out 
of Bayern semifinal clash

PARIS

Paris Saint-Germain F.C. 
have suffered a major setback 
ahead of their UEFA Champi-
ons League semifinal second 
leg after star defender Achraf 
Hakimi was ruled out with a 

thigh injury.
The French champions 

confirmed on Wednes-
day that Hakimi sus-
tained an injury to his 
right thigh and is ex-

pected to remain side-
lined for the next few 

weeks. The Moroccan inter-
national will now miss PSG’s 
decisive clash against Bayern 
Munich on May 6 in Germa-
ny.

PSG currently hold a nar-
row 5-4 advantage heading 
into the second leg, but the 
absence of Hakimi is a signif-
icant blow for manager Luis 
Enrique.

Hakimi appeared to strug-
gle physically during the clos-
ing stages of Tuesday’s thrill-
ing first leg in Paris. Despite 
visible discomfort, he contin-
ued playing as PSG had al-
ready exhausted all available 
substitutions.

The 27-year-old defender 
has been one of PSG’s most 
influential players this season 
and finished sixth in last 
year’s Ballon d’Or rankings. 

Sinner praises Rafael Jódar after Madrid 
Open quarterfinal victory over Spaniard
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Adani Ports crosses 500 MMT cargo milestone
MUMBAI

Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone (APSEZ) an-
nounced a powerhouse finan-
cial performance for the 2026 
fiscal year, proving that even 
global supply chain volatility 
couldn’t slow its momentum. 

India’s largest transport op-
erator reported a 16% rise in 
net profit, reaching a record 
₹12,782 crore, while total rev-
enue surged by 25% to 
₹38,736 crore.

The defining achievement 
of the year was APSEZ be-
coming the first Indian opera-
tor to handle over 500 million 

metric tonnes (MMT) of car-
go in a single year. This mile-
stone was supported by explo-
sive growth in non-port sec-
tors, the logistics business 

grew by 55%, while the ma-
rine services segment sky-
rocketed by 134% following 
a major fleet expansion to 136 
vessels.

While domestic port reve-

nue grew a steady 13%, the 
company’s international oper-
ations stole the show with a 
34% revenue jump. This was 
largely driven by the success-
ful integration of the NQXT 
terminal in Australia and a 
significant ramp-up at their 
Colombo facility.

CEO Ashwani Gupta em-

phasized that this is just the 
beginning of a decade-long 
expansion. The company has 
set a bold target to double its 
revenue and EBITDA by 
2031, with a goal to reach one 
billion tonnes of annual cargo 
by December 2030.

“Our journey is far from 

complete,” Gupta stated, not-
ing that future growth will be 
funded through internal cash 
flows. “We are scaling up as-
set-light services and expand-
ing our marine fleet while 
maintaining a disciplined ap-
proach to capital.”

To reward shareholders for 
this record-breaking year, the 
board has proposed a divi-
dend of ₹7.5 per share. As 
APSEZ continues to dominate 
the Indian coastline and ex-
pand its global footprint, it is 
firmly positioning itself as 
one of the world’s most for-
midable integrated transport 
utilities.

CARGO KING’S RECORD
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Federal Bank expands 

cards business 
 with new deal

Renault India moves 
NCLT for major 

restructuring plan

AI and style  
shape India’s 

smartphone choices

ATF price cap at 25%: 
Airlines await fresh 

announcement

New Delhi
Federal Bank has ap-

proved a plan to acquire a 
select credit card portfo-
lio from Standard Char-
tered Bank in India. The 

deal, cleared on April 30, 
will be done through a 
deed of assignment, 

though its value remains 
undisclosed. This move 

comes as Standard Char-
tered shifts focus from 

standalone cards to 
broader banking services. 
The acquisition is expect-
ed to help Federal Bank 

grow its retail lending 
business and reach more 

customers. Further details 
will be shared after the 

agreement is completed, 
as competition rises in In-

dia’s credit market.

New Delhi
Renault Group India has 

approached the National 
Company Law Tribunal 

for approval of a restruc-
turing plan to streamline 
its operations. The com-

pany aims to separate 
powertrain manufactur-

ing while combining vehi-
cle production and sales 
under one system. This 
move supports its long-
term strategy and plans 
to boost exports up to 2 

billion euros by 2030. Re-
nault said the changes 

will not affect employees, 
customers, or partners. 

With around 15,000 
workers and over 600 
outlets, the company 

continues to strengthen 
its presence in India and 
global markets steadily.

New Delhi
A new report by Flipkart 

and Counterpoint Re-
search shows that Indian 
smartphone buyers now 
value style and artificial 

intelligence features more 
than ever. Around 64 per-
cent prefer colourful de-
signs and are willing to 

pay extra for looks. At the 
same time, 89 percent 

say AI features influence 
their purchase decisions. 
Consumers also focus on 
better cameras, battery 
life, and performance. 

While price remains im-
portant, many buyers are 
choosing higher-end de-
vices through easy pay-

ment options. The report 
highlights a shift toward 
thoughtful buying, with 
users keeping phones 

longer and expecting bet-
ter overall experience.

New Delhi
The government has 

capped the rise in Avia-
tion Turbine Fuel (ATF) 
prices at 25 percent to 

protect domestic airlines 
from global price shocks. 
The decision, taken with 
the Ministry of Civil Avia-

tion and Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, 
limited the increase to 

about Rs 15 per litre. This 
came after global con-
cerns, including disrup-
tions near the Strait of 

Hormuz, raised fears of a 
sharp spike. Airlines, in-
cluding IndiGo, adjusted 
fares following the hike. 
Carriers now await the 

next price update, hoping 
for stability to manage 
costs and keep ticket 

prices affordable.

New basmati training 
centre for UP farmers
The govt has approved a new Basmati training centre in 

Pilibhit to boost organic farming and export quality via AI
PILIBHIT

The Indian government has 
officially approved a 70-year 
lease to establish the nation’s 
first integrated Basmati and 
Organic Training Centre in 
Uttar Pradesh.

 Located on a seven-acre 
plot in Tanda Bijaisi, Pilibhit, 
this landmark facility aims to 
revolutionize how farmers in 
UP and Uttarakhand cultivate 
India's most famous export 
grain. 

The new center will serve 
as a modern hub for agricul-
tural excellence, featuring a 
high-tech auditorium, a dedi-
cated Basmati museum, and 
advanced laboratories. Be-
yond training, the site has 
been designated as a national 
research center for testing 
new rice varieties. This move 
makes Pilibhit a critical play-
er in India's "Basmati GI 
zone," helping local farmers 
adopt both traditional and or-
ganic methods to meet grow-
ing global demand. 

In a simultaneous tech-for-
ward move, Union Minister 
Jitin Prasada unveiled India’s 

first AI-based Basmati Paddy 
Survey. This ambitious proj-
ect will use artificial intelli-
gence to monitor nearly four 
million hectares of farmland, 
engaging over five lakh farm-
ers to ensure precise crop as-
sessment and better export 
planning. The goal is to pro-
vide scientific advice directly 
to the fields, ensuring Indian 
rice remains a premium prod-
uct worldwide. 

Basmati rice continues to 
be a "gold mine" for Indian 

exports, with recent figures 
reaching a staggering $5.67 
billion. 

By combining a seven-de-
cade commitment to land 
with 21st-century AI tech-
nology, the government is 
ensuring that local farmers 
stay competitive in markets 
across Europe, North Amer-
ica, and the Middle East. For 
the growers of Pilibhit, the 
future of farming is looking 
both organic and incredibly 
smart. 

India’s sugar output hits 275L 
tonne, industry faces cash crunch

NEW DELHI

India’s sugar production has 
surged by nearly 7% this sea-
son, reaching 275.28 lakh 
tonnes as of April 30, accord-
ing to new data from the Indi-
an Sugar and Bio-Energy 
Manufacturers Association 
(ISMA). 

While the output is up from 
last year’s 256.49 lakh tonnes, 
the industry is sounding the 
alarm over a deepening finan-
cial crisis.

As the crushing season 
winds down, the production 
map shows a significant shift. 
Maharashtra and Karnataka 
led the charge with substantial 
increases in output, while Ut-
tar Pradesh saw a slight de-
cline. Currently, only five 
mills remain operational na-
tionwide, signaling the end of 
the main production cycle.

Despite the higher produc-
tion, sugar mills are strug-
gling with "financial stress." 
ISMA has called for an imme-
diate hike in the Minimum 
Selling Price (MSP) of sugar, 
citing a dangerous gap be-
tween rising production costs 
and low market prices.

This cash flow pressure has 
hit farmers the hardest. In 

Maharashtra alone, cane pay-
ment arrears, the money owed 
to farmers for their crops, 
have ballooned to ₹2,130 
crore, nearly triple the amount 
recorded at this time last year.

"A timely upward revision 
in MSP is critical to restore 
financial viability and facili-
tate timely cane payments to 
farmers," ISMA stated, noting 
that this could be done with-
out adding any fiscal burden 
to the government.

With global crude oil prices 
rising, the industry is also 
pushing for a more aggressive 
Ethanol Blending Program. 
While India is currently tar-

geting 20% blending (E20), 
ISMA believes the country is 
ready for much more.

The association warned that 
delays in adjusting ethanol 
procurement prices have left 
many distillation units un-
derutilized, hurting both in-
dustry revenue and India’s 
energy security goals. For 
now, the "sweet" success of 
higher production is being 
overshadowed by the "bitter" 
reality of unpaid dues and 
stalled policy updates.

Maharashtra and 
Karnataka led the 

charge with substantial 
increases in output, 
while Uttar Pradesh 
saw a slight decline

Face-file
• Massive capacity: India 
now has the capacity to 
produce nearly 2,000 crore 
litres of ethanol.

• Targeting E85/E100: 
The industry is calling for 
a roadmap toward higher 
blends like E25 and even 
E100 (pure ethanol).

• Flex-Fuel Vehicles 
(FFVs): To make this 
happen, manufacturers 
are urging the government 
to expedite the rollout of 
vehicles that can run on 
multiple fuel types and 
to lower GST on these 
"green" technologies.

Visakhapatnam is rapidly emerging as a global IT hub, attracting 
major tech giants and retaining local talent through infrastructure

VIZAG TRANSFORMS INTO 
GLOBAL TECH POWERHOUSE
VISAKHAPATNAM

The coastal city of Visakhapa-
tnam is rapidly shedding its 
image as a quiet port town, 
emerging instead as India’s 
newest IT growth hub. State 
officials announced that a 
unique "talent-first" ecosys-
tem is successfully drawing 
global tech giants to the re-
gion, effectively reversing the 
long-standing trend of local 
professionals migrating to 
other cities for work.

The state’s push is backed 
by progressive policies like 
the Land Incentive for Tech 
Hubs (LIFT), which focuses 
on industry-academia collab-

oration. The most significant 
validation of this strategy is 
the massive expansion of In-
fosys. The tech giant, which 
started with just 250 employ-
ees in early 2024, has surged 
to nearly 1,900 staff mem-
bers. To sustain this momen-
tum, the government has al-
lotted 20 acres of land to the 
company for a permanent 
campus capable of housing 
7,000 professionals.

IT Minister Nara Lokesh 
emphasized that the city’s 
strength lies in its "indus-
try-ready" youth. He noted 
that while local talent has his-
torically powered tech firms 
worldwide, those same ex-

perts are now choosing to 
build their careers at home. 
Over 1,000 fresh graduates 
have already been recruited 
from the region, proving that 
the local education system is 
successfully aligning with 
global standards.

By combining robust infra-
structure with worker-friendly 
urban mobility, Visakhapat-
nam is positioning itself as a 
serious competitor to estab-
lished tech centers. With ma-
jor investments flowing in 
and a maturing ecosystem, the 
city is no longer just a source 
of talent, it is becoming a pre-
mier destination for global 
innovation.

FY26 HIGHLIGHTS
Metric FY26 results Year-on-Year (YoY)
Total Revenue      ₹38,736 crore	 ↑ 25%
Net Profit ₹12,782 crore ↑ 16%
EBITDA ₹22,851 crore ↑ 20%
Cargo Volume 500+ MMT New Record

Jaipur airport becomes Raj’s 
first water-positive hub

JAIPUR

Jaipur International Airport has 
made history by becoming the 
first airport in Rajasthan to 
achieve "water-positive" status. 

Backed by the Adani Group, 
the facility now replenishes 
more water than it consumes, 
setting a new benchmark for 
environmental sustainability in 
India’s most water-scarce state.

The certification was award-
ed by global experts at Bureau 
Veritas after a rigorous year-
long assessment. Between 
April 2025 and March 2026, 
the airport used approximately 
103,387 kiloliters of water but 
managed to recycle and replen-
ish a staggering 137,085 kilo-
liters. This achievement high-
lights a major shift in how 
large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects manage precious natural 
resources.

To reach this milestone, the 
airport implemented three key 
strategies being, recycling 100% 

of its treated water, significantly 
reducing freshwater intake, and 
building a massive rainwater 
harvesting network. This in-
cludes 18 deep aquifer recharge 
pits designed to pump water 
back into the parched ground. 
Despite handling over six mil-
lion passengers annually and 
managing 120 flights daily, the 
airport has proven that high-traf-
fic hubs can operate responsibly.

A spokesperson for the air-
port emphasized that this suc-
cess is part of a broader "digi-
tal-first" and green approach. 
Beyond its water success, the 
airport recently secured "Zero 
Waste to Landfill" status and 
holds international accredita-
tion for carbon management. 
Managed by Adani Airport 
Holdings, the 776-acre facility 
is now being hailed as a model 
for future developments, prov-
ing that industrial growth and 
environmental protection can 
go hand in hand, even in the 
heart of the desert.

Heatwave boosts 
India’s durable 
goods demand

NEW DELHI

India’s consumer durables 
sector is seeing a gradual re-
covery as rising tempera-
tures drive stronger de-
mand, according to a report 
by Nuvama Institutional 
Equities. After a weak start 
to the year, recent heatwave 
conditions have boosted 
sales, especially in south-
ern India, with overall vol-
umes improving in the past 
7–10 days. 

However, April sales are 
expected to stay flat year-
on-yea r,  w i th  s t ronger 
growth likely in the coming 
m o n t h s  d e p e n d i n g  o n 
weather trends. Companies 
have already raised prices 
to manage higher input 
costs, while premium prod-
ucts continue to lead de-
mand. The outlook remains 
cautiously positive despite 
margin pressures.

PhonePe hits 700 million users
NEW DELHI

Digital payments giant Pho-
nePe has officially surpassed 
700 million registered users, 
cementing its position as a 
dominant force in India’s fi-
nancial landscape. This mas-
sive milestone, reached on 
April 29, 2026, reflects the 
platform's incredible "popula-
tion-scale" reach and its suc-
cessful expansion into diverse 
financial services.

What is most striking about 
this achievement is the sheer 
velocity of the company's 
growth. In its early days, it 
took PhonePe 136 days to gain 
its first million users, the plat-
form adds a million new users 
every six days. Between the 
2023 and 2025 fiscal years, the 
company maintained a remark-
able compound annual growth 
rate of over 56 percent. This 
level of consistency is rare for 

a company already operating at 
such a massive scale.

Founder and CEO Sameer 
Nigam described the moment 
as a significant "vote of trust" 
from Indian consumers. He 
noted that the accelerating pace 
of adoption shows how digital 
payments have become an es-
sential part of everyday life. 
The company attributes its suc-
cess to a relentless focus on 
making digital transactions 
simple, secure, and highly reli-
able for users, regardless of 
their technical expertise.

Looking ahead, PhonePe 
plans to leverage this massive 
user base to launch even more 
large-scale digital platforms. 
As India continues its rapid 
journey toward a fully digital 
economy, the company re-
mains committed to building a 
seamless ecosystem that brings 
financial accessibility to every 
corner of the country. 

Gadkari targets global standards 
for transport logistics

NEW DELHI

India’s logistics expenses are 
set to plummet to 9 percent of 
the GDP, fueled by a massive 
overhaul of the nation's road 
infrastructure. 

Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari announced that recent 
improvements have already 
cut costs significantly, mov-
ing India closer to global 
standards seen in Europe and 
America.

Previously, India's logistics 
costs stood at a high 16 per-
cent, but research from top 
IITs confirms a recent drop to 
10 percent. Gadkari attributed 
this shift to the development 
of 36 "green express high-
ways" currently underway. 
These expressways are ex-

pected to revolutionize the 
movement of goods, making 
transport faster and cheaper 
for businesses nationwide.

The Minister also highlight-
ed the booming automotive 
sector, which recently sur-
passed Japan to become the 
world’s third-largest. He not-
ed that global giants like Mer-
cedes are now choosing India 
as a manufacturing hub for 
electric vehicles. With the in-

dustry currently valued at ₹22 
lakh crore, Gadkari remains 
confident that India will even-
tually lead the world by em-
bracing innovation and biofu-
els.

Despite global trade disrup-
tions and conflicts in West 
Asia, India’s engineering ex-
ports reached a record-break-
ing $122.43 billion in the last 
fiscal year. Gadkari urged ex-
porters to shift toward electric 
trucks for moving goods to 
ports, emphasizing that sus-
tainable practices are the key 
to long-term economic domi-
nance. By combining better 
roads with alternative fuels, 
the government aims to crown 
India as the world's top auto-
motive and logistics power-
house within five years.

India leads global surge 
for ChatGPT Images 2.0

NEW DELHI

Just a week after OpenAI 
launched ChatGPT Images 
2.0, India has become its larg-
est user base, driven by cre-
ative applications beyond pro-
ductivity. Powered by the 
“gpt-image-2” model, it offers 
advanced reasoning and strong 
multilingual support, especial-
ly for Indian scripts. Users are 
creating everything from artis-
tic portraits to branded con-
tent, with younger audiences 
leading trends like anime edits 
and cinematic visuals. Profes-
sionals are leveraging its edit-
ing precision for marketing 
and design. The tool’s ability 
to maintain character consis-
tency has boosted storytelling, 
making it a key force in In-
dia’s rapidly growing creator 
economy and digital culture.
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New action movie 
struggles to find soul
The highly anticipated 

period drama KD: The 
Devil hit the theater, 

leaving fans with a mix of 
high-energy thrills and mas-
sive headaches. Starring Dh-
ruva Sarja, the film attempts 
to capture the grand ambition 
of modern blockbusters but 
often trips over its own loud 
and messy execution.

The story follows Kali 
Dasa, a light-hearted young 
man who worships a fearsome 
underworld don played by 
Sanjay Dutt. However, loyalty 
turns to conflict when Kali 
must protect his family from 
his former idol. While the 
premise offers a classic foun-
dation for a gritty crime saga, 
the film struggles under the 
weight of what critics call 
"the KGF curse", an obses-
sion with scale over sub-
stance.

Director Prem brings his 
signature visual flair to the 
screen, offering stunning 
frames and impressive set de-
signs. Unfortunately, the tech-
nical beauty is overshadowed 
by a disjointed screenplay and 
a relentlessly loud back-
ground score. Dhruva Sarja 
delivers a high-octane perfor-
mance, though his loud man-

nerisms feel very familiar to 
his previous roles. Mean-
while, Bollywood veterans 
Sanjay Dutt and Shilpa Shetty 
add star power, but their pres-
ence cannot fully save the 
confusing narrative jumps.

Adding to the chaos, the 
film suffers from visible edit-
ing issues and a lack of conti-
nuity. Moments of genuine 
entertainment exist, particu-
larly in the chemistry between 
the lead pair, but they are bur-
ied under layers of exaggera-
tion. In the end, KD: The 
Devil proves that bigger is not 
always better. It remains a 
flashy, violent spectacle that 
prioritizes noise over a truly 
gripping story.

Popular Sandalwood actor 
expecting first child
Kannada cinema’s beloved 

"Daali" Dhananjaya and 
his wife, Dr. Dhanyatha, 

have officially announced that 
they are expecting their first 
child. The joyful news was 
shared by the couple via social 
media, sending waves of excite-
ment throughout the film indus-
try and their massive fan base.

The announcement came 
through a heartfelt Instagram 
post featuring a stunning photo-
shoot of Dr. Dhanyatha’s baby 
bump. In a touching caption that 
resonated with their followers, 
the couple wrote, "Our universe 
is expanding." The photos quick-
ly went viral, capturing a beauti-
ful, intimate milestone for the 
pair who have remained a favor-
ite topic of conversation since 
their high-profile wedding.

Rumors regarding the preg-
nancy had been circulating on-
line for weeks after a candid 

photo of the couple surfaced, 
leading many fans to speculate 
about the new arrival. However, 
the couple chose to wait for this 
official reveal to confirm the 
news themselves. The announce-
ment has been met with an out-
pouring of love, with fellow ac-
tors and political figures flooding 
their comments section with 
warm wishes and blessings for 
the growing family.

Dhananjaya, a powerhouse 
performer in Sandalwood, tied 
the knot with Dr. Dhanyatha on 
February 16, 2025, in a grand 
ceremony in Mysuru. Their wed-
ding was a star-studded affair, 
attended by the elite of the South 
Indian film world. Now, just 
over a year later, the couple is 
preparing for their most import-
ant role yet, parenthood. The ar-
rival of their "little star" is eager-
ly anticipated by everyone in the 
industry.

DHANUSH 
shines in gritty rural heist thriller
Superstar Dhanush re-

turns to the silver 
screen with Kara, a 

period heist thriller that 
proves solid acting can ele-
vate a familiar story. Di-
rected by Vignesh Raja, the 
film blends rustic charm 
with high-stakes robbery, 
delivering a theatrical ex-
perience that critics de-
scribe as grounded yet grip-
ping. The plot follows 
Karasaami, played by Dha-
nush, a struggling man who 
discovers his father is 
trapped in a predatory debt 
cycle fueled by heartless 
banks. Driven by despera-
tion and a sense of justice, 
Karasaami decides to turn 
the tables by robbing the 
very institutions exploiting 
innocent farmers. While the 
"Robin Hood" theme has 
been explored in cinema 
before, Raja’s focused di-
rection keeps the narrative 
from feeling like a tired cli-
ché.

The film’s strength lies in 
its realistic heist sequences. 
Instead of portraying the 
protagonist as an invincible 
superhero, Kara highlights 
his vulnerabilities and early 
failures, making his eventu-
al triumphs feel earned. 
Dhanush delivers a power-
house performance, seam-
lessly transitioning from 
intense action to subtle 
emotional moments with 
his father, played convinc-
ingly by K.S. Ravikumar.

Meryl Streep recruits Lady Gaga for sequel

Hollywood legend Meryl 
Streep has revealed that 
she personally secured a 

major superstar cameo for the 
highly anticipated sequel, The 
Devil Wears Prada 2. The 
76-year-old Oscar winner 
shared that a simple, direct 
phone call to Lady 
Gaga was all it 

took to bring 
t h e  " c r e a t i v e 

s torm" into the 
high-fashion world of 

Miranda Priestly.
Streep made the revela-

tion during a recent radio ap-
pearance, much to the surprise 
of her co-star Emily Blunt. 
Streep explained that she reached 
out to Gaga while out for dinner, 
asking her to join the project simply 
because "it's going to be really good." 
Despite being in the middle of a massive year-
long world tour, the 40-year-old singer immediately 
agreed and flew in to film her scenes.

Director David Frankel confirmed that Gaga will 
portray a pop star performing during a pivotal se-

quence set in Milan. Interestingly, the collabo-
ration felt like destiny, Streep and Gaga had 
recently bonded at the SNL50 celebration, mak-
ing the outreach much more natural. With Dis-
ney’s blessing, Streep took the lead in the nego-
tiations, and the timing worked perfectly as 
the production was shooting in Italy the 
same week Gaga was performing 
there.

Beyond just acting, 
Gaga has also re-

portedly written 
original songs 
for the film. 
Emily Blunt 
praised the 
s i n g e r ’ s 
work ethic, 
calling her a 

powerhouse 
addition to the 

cast. Currently in 
production, the sequel 

promises to bring back the 
original’s sharp wit with a 
modern, musical twist that 
fans have awaited for de-
cades.

Meryl 
Streep 

personally 
brought Lady Gaga 

into The Devil Wears 
Prada 2 with a 

simple call, 
adding star 

power.

Vicky’s hilarious "Paid 
Partnership" request for Katrina

Bollywood’s favorite power couple, Vicky Kaushal 
and Katrina Kaif, shared a delightful glimpse into 
their personal lives. In a series of playful Instagram 

exchanges, Vicky hilariously attempted to land an official 
brand deal with his wife’s beauty label, Kay Beauty, only 
to be lovingly "roasted" by Katrina.

The banter began when Vicky posted 
a photo showcasing a product from 
his wife’s brand. He cheekily cap-
tioned it, “Caffeinated cheeks for 
caffeinated me!” before adding that 
he tried his best to secure an actual 
sponsorship. “Sadly, not a paid 
promotion,” he joked, implying he 
was working for free. Katrina 
didn't miss a beat, reposting the 
story with a witty jab at their new 
reality as parents. “Best for 
sleep-deprived dads,” she 
wrote, referencing the cou-
ple's son, Vihaan, who 
was born last No-
vember.
F a n s  h a v e 
b e e n 
"swoon-
i n g " 
over 
t h e 

cou-
ple’s 
r e l a t -
able dy-
n a m i c . 
This isn’t the 
first time Vicky 
has acted as Ka-
trina’s ultimate "hype 
man." 

He has famously 
appeared in several 
of her brand's pro-
motional videos, 
often using puns to 
praise the products. 
Vicky recently 
called Katrina a 
"superhero" and a 
"warrior" for her 
strength during her 
pregnancy and as a 
new mother.

Superstars reunite for 
massive box office start
The historic reunion of Ma-

layalam icons Mohanlal 
and Mammootty is set to ig-
nite the box office. Their new 
spy thriller, Patriot, marks the 
first time the two legends 
have shared the 
screen in thirteen 
years, and industry 
experts predict a 
staggering global 
opening of ₹25 
crore.

Advance book-
ings are already 
reaching a fever 
pitch. The film se-
cured nearly ₹3 
crore in domestic pre-sales, 
with Kerala accounting for 
the vast majority of tickets 
sold. The excitement isn't 
limited to India. International 
fans, particularly in the Gulf 

region, have pushed overseas 
advance totals past $600,000. 
Reports say that the film will 
easily cross the ₹10 crore 
mark before the first show 
even begins.

If these predic-
tions hold true, Pa-
triot will become 
the second-biggest 
opening in Malay-
alam cinema histo-
ry. While Mohan-
lal’s L2: Empuraan 
still holds the top 
record with a mas-
sive ₹68 crore start, 
Patriot is expected 

to comfortably beat other 
blockbusters like Marakkar 
and Kurup. It is also poised to 
shatter Mammootty’s person-
al career record, previously 
held by the film Turbo.

Shah Rukh Khan’s kind 
gesture wins internet

A heartwarming throw-
back video of superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan has 

resurfaced on social media, 
reminding fans why he is of-
ten called the "King of 
Hearts." The footage, which 
dates back to 2017, captures a 
touching moment of compas-
sion between the actor and a 
homeless fan that has left the 
internet swooning once again.

The video shows the actor 
exiting a Mumbai venue, sur-
rounded by his security team. 

As he approaches his car, a 
homeless man calls out to 
him, explaining that he had 
been waiting for hours just to 
catch a glimpse of the star and 
asking for help with food. In-
stead of walking past, Shah 
Rukh paused, gently placed 
his hand on the man’s head in 
a blessing, and immediately 
turned to his longtime body-
guard, Ravi. He instructed his 
team to ensure the man was 
provided with a proper meal 
before they drove away.


