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Decision after legal, all-party 
consultations: D K Shivakumar
DKS reiterated safeguarding farmers and drinking water needs remains priority 
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar on Friday said Karnataka 
would take its next course of 
action in the Cauvery water 
dispute only after consulting 
legal experts and holding dis-
cussions with opposition 
leaders at an all-party meet-
ing.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Vidhana Soudha, 
he said the Cauvery Water 
Regu la t ion  Commi t t ee 
(CWRC) had directed Karna-
taka to release 3,500 cusecs 
of water daily to Tamil Nadu. 
The State challenged the or-
der before the Cauvery Water 
Management  Author i ty 
(CWMA), seeking more time 
and a reduction in the release, 
but the appeal was rejected.

Shivakumar said improving 
reservoir inflows had been 
cited by the authority while 
issuing its order. 

However, he reiterated that 
safeguarding Karnataka's 
farmers and drinking water 
needs remained the govern-
ment's priority. He added that 
reservoir levels had im-
proved, with Harangi at 95%, 
Kabini at 83%, KRS at 36% 
and Hemavathi at 67%.

The Chief Minister said 
Karnataka had released only 
0.6 TMC of water to Tamil 
Nadu till the end of July, call-
ing it the lowest July-end re-
lease in the past 100 years. 

He clarified that the flow 
largely comprised rainwater 
and not reservoir releases.

Appealing against the pro-
posed bandh over the issue, 
Shivakumar said protests 
would not provide a solution 
and only inconvenience the 
public. 

He also indicated that the 
proposed August 3 meeting 
with Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister Vijay could be postponed 
until the situation improves.

“We are committed to 
protecting Karnataka’s 

interests. A bandh will not 
solve the issue.”

—D K Shivakumar, Chief Minister

DKS urges Vijay 
to defer visit 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
D K Shivakumar on Friday 

urged Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Vijay to postpone 

his proposed August 3 
visit, saying the 

“atmosphere is not right” 
following the Cauvery 
Water Management 
Authority’s (CWMA) 

order directing Karnataka 
to release 3,500 cusecs 
of water daily to Tamil 

Nadu for 15 days. 
Shivakumar said the 

meeting should be held in 
a “cool, calm and cordial 

atmosphere” for the 
benefit of both States. 

CWRC Order
3,500 cusecs daily to Tamil Nadu

Meeting
TN CM Vijay talks may be deferred

July Release
0.6 TMC, lowest in 100 years

Appeal
Rejected by CWMA

Karnataka's Stand

Cabinet extends PM-KISAN, clears 
offshore, Khelo India schemes

NEW DELHI
 

The Union Cabinet on Friday 
approved the extension of the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
scheme till 2030-31 with an 
outlay of Rs 3.15 lakh crore, 
while also clearing the 
Samudra Manthan offshore 
exploration programme and 
an expanded Khelo India 
scheme.

Briefing reporters after the 
Cabinet meeting, Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
PM-KISAN would continue 
for another five years, ensur-
ing annual income support of 
Rs 6,000 to every eligible 
farmer family through Direct 
Benefit Transfer in three in-
stalments.

The Cabinet also approved 
the National Offshore Explo-
ration Scheme (Samudra 
Manthan) with an outlay of 
Rs 84,084 crore. The scheme 
aims to boost offshore oil and 

gas exploration, add over 600 
million metric tonnes of oil 
equivalent (MMTOE) to re-
serves, increase domestic pro-
duction and generate employ-
ment.

In the sports sector, the 
government approved an ex-
panded Khelo India pro-
gramme with an allocation of 
Rs 29,054 crore over five 
years, alongside Rs 7,387 
crore for Assistance to Na-
tional Sports Federations 
(NSFs). The combined outlay 
of Rs 36,441 crore is intended 
to strengthen grassroots 
sports, support elite athletes 
and prepare India for major 
global sporting events, includ-
ing the 2030 Commonwealth 
Games and a bid for the 2036 
Olympics.

The Cabinet also approved 
new initiatives such as Khelo 
India Feeder Schools and 
Khelo India Utkrishta Vidya-
layas to integrate sports with 
education and identify young 
talent early.

Major Announcements
PM-KISAN: Extended till 2030-31

Farmer Aid: ���Rs 6,000 annually via DBT

Samudra Manthan: �Rs 84,084 cr outlay

Khelo India: Rs 29,054 crore approved

Total Sports Outlay: Rs 36,441 crore

Major Cabinet 
Decisions

The Cabinet approved 
three key initiatives 

aimed at agriculture, en-
ergy security and sports 

development. PM-KISAN 
will continue for another 

five years, ensuring in-
come support for eligible 

farmers. The Samudra 
Manthan scheme seeks 

to boost offshore oil 
and gas exploration 

and enhance domes-
tic energy production. 
The expanded Khelo 
India programme will 
strengthen grassroots 

sports, improve athlete 
support, introduce feeder 

schools and sports-fo-
cused institutions, and 

enhance funding for 
national sports feder-

ations as India pursues 
ambitious international 

sporting goals.

chstatenews@gmail.com

Cabinet approves 
major farmer, energy 
and sports initiatives 
with enhanced five-

year financial outlays 
nationwide.

Trump claims Hamas disarmament deal, hurdles remain
GAZA PEACE PUSH

CAIRO/JERUSALEM
 

US President Donald Trump 
on Friday announced that an 
agreement had been reached 
for the phased disarmament 
of Hamas and other armed 
groups in Gaza, calling it a 
major step towards ending the 
conflict. 

However, responses from 
Israeli and Hamas officials 
indicated that key differences 
over implementation remain 
unresolved.

In a post on Truth Social, 
Trump said the deal, part of 
his “20-Point Plan”, envisag-
es phased disarmament, a 
gradual Israeli military with-
drawal and deployment of an 

international stabilisation 
force alongside a new Pales-
tinian police force. He 
thanked Egypt, Qatar and 
Turkey for their mediation ef-
forts.

Despite the announcement, 
Hamas insisted it would not 
begin disarmament until Isra-
el completed its withdrawal 
from Gaza. 

Israeli officials, meanwhile, 
reiterated that the complete 
demilitarisation of Gaza re-
mained a precondition for any 
agreement, saying the current 
proposal did not fully meet 
Israel’s security demands.

Negotiators in Cairo report-
ed progress in talks, with dis-
cussions continuing over the 

dismantling of militant infra-
structure and the transfer of 
governance to a US-backed 
Palestinian administrative 
body. Meanwhile, Israeli air-
strikes reportedly killed at 
least six Palestinians in Gaza, 
highlighting the fragile secu-
rity situation despite diplo-
matic efforts.

Why Differences 
Persist

The proposed roadmap links 
Hamas’ phased disarmament 
with a gradual Israeli military 

withdrawal from Gaza. Hamas 
insists Israel must first fulfil its 

commitments before 
surrendering weapons, while 

Israel demands complete 
demilitarisation as a 

precondition for implementation. 
The plan also envisages an 

international stabilisation force, 
a new Palestinian governing 
authority and dismantling of 

militant infrastructure. 
Negotiators say discussions are 

continuing in Cairo.

Agreement Overview
n �Claim: Hamas disarmament 

agreement reached

n �Mediator Nations: Egypt, 
Qatar, Turkey

n �Key Hurdle: Timing of 
Hamas disarmament

n �Israel’s Demand: Complete 
Gaza demilitarisation

n �Talks: Negotiations continue 
in Cairo

“If there is even a shred of shame 
left, get Amit Shah to resign,” .

— Mallikarjun Kharge

'If there is even a shred of shame left, 
get Amit Shah to resign': Kharge to PM
NEW DELHI

 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Friday accused 
the Centre of pursuing a “ven-
detta” against students who 
protested over the NEET pa-
per leak issue and demanded 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi seek the resignation of 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

In a post on X, Kharge al-
leged that BJP governments 
had gone back on their assur-
ance that no action would be 
taken against students after 
they withdrew their agitation. 

He claimed FIRs were be-
ing registered against protest-
ers and that several students 
were being detained despite 
the understanding reached af-
ter the protests ended.

Referring to the July 20 
‘Sansad Chalo’ march and na-
tionwide demonstrations, 
Kharge alleged that the gov-
ernment had first used force 
against students and was now 
attempting to silence them 
through legal action. He also 
claimed that social media ac-
counts of young protesters 
were being blocked, while 
some women activists were 
allegedly being doxxed.

The Congress president 
criticised Amit Shah for not 
addressing Parliament on the 
issue, accusing the govern-
ment of avoiding accountabil-
ity. 

He said attempts to protect 
the government's image 
would not succeed, claiming 
the youth had understood the 
Centre’s approach towards the 
protests.

Background

“Even if I lose my chair, I will 
stand by the farmers and not 
release water.” 

—B Y Vijayendra, K’taka BJP Chief

BJP criticizes govt over 
Cauvery water release

MANDYA
 

BJP Karnataka president B Y 
Vi j a y e n d r a  o n  F r i d a y 
launched a scathing attack on 
the Congress government 
over the release of Cauvery 
water to Tamil Nadu, accus-
ing Chief Minister D K Shi-
vakumar of sacrificing farm-
ers' interests for political rea-
sons.

Speaking during the BJP's 
protest at the Krishna Raja 
Sagar (KRS) dam, Vijayendra 
alleged that the government 
ignored an early drought 
warning issued by the Centre 
and failed to prepare for a 
possible water crisis. Instead, 
he claimed, the State leader-
ship remained preoccupied 
with internal political issues.

Questioning Shivakumar's 
handling of the dispute, Vijay-
endra said the Chief Minister, 
despite previously serving as 
Irrigation Minister, had failed 
to consult legal experts in 

time to protect Karnataka's 
interests. He also criticised 
the government for convening 
an all-party meeting only after 
significant quantities of water 
had already been released, 
calling it "too little, too late."

The BJP leader alleged that 
the proposed all-party meet-
ing was intended to protect 
the Chief Minister's political 
position rather than Karnata-
ka's farmers. He asserted that 
the BJP would join the meet-
ing only if the government 
firmly committed to safe-
guarding the State's interests.

Vijayendra reiterated that 
the BJP would continue its 
agitation against what it 
termed anti-farmer policies 
and intensify protests in the 
coming days.

TN EYES SUPREME COURT
Tamil Nadu has decided to approach the Supreme Court 

to secure its share of Cauvery water, with Law Minister CTR 
Nirmal Kumar accusing Karnataka of repeatedly defying 

water release orders. He said the State would pursue all legal 
options to protect farmers' interests and alleged Karnataka 
had long politicised the dispute by resisting releases. Chief 

Minister C Joseph Vijay is consulting legal experts before 
announcing the government's legal strategy within a week. 

Tamil Nadu is also examining options including a fresh tribu-
nal, direct talks with Karnataka and pressing the Centre to 

enforce existing Cauvery water-sharing orders.

ISSUE Alleged action against NEET protesters

DEMAND Amit Shah’s resignation

ALLEGATION FIRs, detentions despite assurance

CONGRESS CHARGE Centre pursuing “vendetta”

PLATFORM Kharge’s post on X

KHARGE ALLEGES VENDETTA

LS passes Births, 
Deaths Bill amid 

Opposition 
protests

NEW DELHI
 

The Lok Sabha on Friday 
passed the Registration of 
Births and Deaths (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 without a 
debate as Opposition mem-
bers continued their protests 
over the alleged police crack-
down on students during the 
July 20 Parliament march.

The Bill was taken up for 
consideration after the House 
reassembled at noon with BJP 
MP Dilip Saikia in the Chair. 
It was passed by a voice vote 
amid sloganeering by Oppo-
sition members, several of 
whom entered the Well of the 
House demanding the pres-
ence of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju criticised the 
Opposition for not participat-
ing in the discussion on what 
he described as an important 
piece of legislation. He said the 
government was prepared for a 
debate and expressed disap-
pointment over the disruption.

"It is unfortunate. Please do 
not repeat this in the future. 
People who sent you to Par-
liament will seek answers 
from you," Rijiju said.

Presiding officer Dilip 
Saikia also termed it unfortu-
nate that the legislation had to 
be passed without the cooper-
ation of Opposition members.

QUICK READ
SC orders MEA nodal officer 

for war victims’ families
18 migrants die in rush 
to Spain’s Ceuta border

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Friday di-

rected the Centre to appoint a nod-
al officer in the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) to coordinate with 
the families of Indians who have 

died, gone missing or sustained in-
juries while fighting in the Rus-

sia-Ukraine war. A Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Surya Kant and 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V 

Mohana also instructed the MEA to 
facilitate DNA matching of family 

members with mortal remains. 
It further directed the min-
istry to assist families in 
filing compensation 

claims before the  
Russian Embassy.

CEUTA
At least 18 migrants were killed 

after thousands of people 
breached the border between 
Morocco and the Spanish en-
clave of Ceuta, triggering a hu-

manitarian crisis and over-
whelming local authorities. Ac-

cording to officials, many victims 
drowned while attempting to 

swim across the frontier, while 
others died in a stampede near 
the Tarajal beach breakwater. 

Thousands of migrants, includ-
ing women and unaccompanied 

children, entered Ceuta, with 
many forced to sleep in parks 

and on sidewalks as emergen-
cy services struggled to cope.

Tahir Hussain gets 
life in IB officer 

murder case
New Delhi: A Delhi court on 
Friday sentenced former Aam 
Aadmi Party councillor Tahir 
Hussain and four others to life 
imprisonment for the 2020 
murder of Intelligence Bureau 
staffer Ankit Sharma during 
the northeast Delhi riots.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Praveen Singh of the Karkar-
dooma Court had earlier con-
victed Hussain of murder, 
kidnapping, rioting with dead-
ly weapons, unlawful assem-
bly and promoting enmity 
between groups. 

However, he was acquitted 
of charges related to criminal 
conspiracy and abetment of 
mutiny.

The court also sentenced 
Javed, Anas, Nazim and Ka-
sim to life imprisonment, 
while acquitting six other ac-
cused in the case.

Delhi Police had sought the 
death penalty for Hussain, ar-
guing that the killing, in 
which Sharma suffered 51 
ante-mortem injuries, quali-
fied as a "rarest of rare" case. 

The case was registered on 
a complaint filed by Sharma's 
father following the recovery 
of his body from a drain in 
Chand Bagh during the 2020 
riots.

CAUVERY ROW
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Footpath Clearance Drive Restores Public Walkways
CH NEWS, BENGA-
LURU

 
The Bengaluru North 
City Corporation con-
tinued its large-scale 
footpath encroachment 
clearance drive across 
the city, reclaiming pub-
lic walkways to ensure 
sa fe  and  obs t ruc -
tion-free movement for 
pedestrians. The cam-
paign is being carried 
out under the guidance 
of Greater Bengaluru 
Development Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda 
and the leadership of 
Corporation Commis-

sioner Pommala Sunil Kumar. 
Officials said the initiative 
aims to remove illegal struc-
tures, improve accessibility, 
and encourage the proper use 
of footpaths by residents.

As part of Friday’s opera-
tion, officials conducted a 
special drive on Sidedahalli 
Main Road in the Dasarahalli 
Division, clearing 1 km of en-
croached footpath. During the 
exercise, civic teams removed 
nine sheets, canopies, and 
roofing structures, along with 
18 illegally constructed steps 
and ramps. Five advertise-
ment poles and name boards 
were also removed, while 
nearly 40 tonnes of construc-

tion debris and soil were 
cleared from the area. The 
operation was carried out us-
ing one JCB, one tractor, one 
tipper, another support ma-
chine, and a team of 12 staff 
members.

Officials said the month-
long campaign has achieved 
significant results across the 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration limits. Between July 1 
and July 31, a total of 175.05 
km of footpaths were cleared 
of encroachments. The drive 
also resulted in the removal of 
414 shops and kiosks, 604 
pushcarts, 1,381 AC sheets 
and canopies, 1,262 steps and 
ramps, 1,369 advertisement 

poles and name boards, and 
43 temporary and permanent 
sheds. In addition, 1,478.20 
tonnes of construction debris 
and soil were cleared, while 8 
km of footpaths were restored 
for public use.

The Corporation said the 
special drive will continue in 
the coming weeks to reclaim 
footpaths, improve public 
spaces, and make walking 
safer for residents. Officials 
urged shop owners, business-
es, and the public not to en-
croach on footpaths and ap-
pealed for cooperation in 
maintaining clean, accessible, 
and pedestrian-friendly streets 
across Bengaluru.

RELIEF FOR PEDESTRIANS

QUICK READ

Drunken Men Damage 
Flower Pots, Residents 

Demand Action

Pet Birthday Parties 
Turn into Luxury 

Celebrations

CH NEWS,BENGALURU 
Two unidentified men alleg-
edly vandalised flower pots 

and created a disturbance in 
Mico Layout, southeast Ben-
galuru, around 10.20 p.m. on 

Thursday. CCTV footage 
showed the pair, suspected 
to be under the influence of 
alcohol, shouting loudly and 

damaging flower pots 
placed outside houses, 

many of which were used to 
reserve parking spaces. They 

reportedly smashed and 
threw several pots onto the 

road, leaving debris scat-
tered. Police said no formal 
complaint had been filed by 
Friday but officers will con-
tact affected residents and 
examine additional CCTV 

footage to identify the sus-
pects and take legal action.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Pet birthday celebrations in 
Bengaluru are becoming in-
creasingly lavish, with some 
events costing as much as 
₹2 lakh. Pet cafés, resorts, 

and event planners say 
simple cake-cutting cere-
monies have evolved into 
grand celebrations featur-
ing themed decorations, 

customised cakes, profes-
sional photography, enter-

tainment, pet-friendly men-
us, games, and return gifts. 
Many pet owners now treat 

their animals as family 
members and are willing to 
spend generously on mem-
orable occasions. Business-

es in the pet care industry 
report a sharp rise in de-

mand for premium birthday 
packages, reflecting chang-
ing lifestyles and the grow-

ing trend of celebrating pets 
with the same enthusiasm 

as family members.

Karnataka Bandh Announced 
Amid Cauvery Water Dispute

Pro-Kannada and farmer groups announced a Karnataka bandh on August 13, 
protesting the CWRC water release order and seeking public support.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

 A coalition of pro-Kannada 
and farmer organisations has 
announced a statewide Karna-
taka bandh on August 13 to 
protest the Cauvery Water 
Regulation Committee’s order 
directing the State to release 
water to Tamil Nadu. The 
bandh will be held from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Coalition pres-
ident Vatal Nagaraj appealed 
to people across Karnataka to 
support the protest and stand 
united for the State’s water 
interests.

Addressing the media, 
Nagaraj said the decision was 
taken during a meeting of the 
coalition in Bengaluru. He 
claimed the CWRC’s direc-

tion to release 3,500 cusecs of 
water daily could seriously 
affect Karnataka’s water re-
serves. While stressing that 
the protest was not against the 
people of Tamil Nadu, he said 
the organisation wanted to 
protect Karnataka’s farmers 
and ensure enough water re-
mained for the State’s needs.

Nagaraj also warned that if 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Joseph Vijay Chandrasekha 
visited Karnataka to discuss 
the Cauvery issue, protesters 
would stage demonstrations at 
the airport. However, he add-
ed that the coalition would 
welcome the Chief Minister if 
the visit was for any purpose 
unrelated to the water dispute. 
Meanwhile, protests contin-

ued in several districts, where 
demonstrators also opposed 
the screening of the Tamil 
film Jananayagan.

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar appealed to farmer 
groups and pro-Kannada or-
ganisations to withdraw the 
bandh, saying it would incon-
venience the public. He as-
sured people that the govern-
ment remained committed to 

protecting Karnataka’s inter-
ests and farmers. 

The State government con-
tinues to monitor the situation 
while seeking a peaceful and 
lawful  solut ion to  the 
long-running Cauvery water 
dispute.

Masked Men 
Allegedly Attack 

Student Protester
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Following a remark made 
about Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, according to the All 
India Students Association 
(AISA). The incident has 
raised concerns among stu-
dent groups, who have de-
manded action against those 
responsible for the alleged 
assault.

The incident reportedly 
took place on Tuesday night 
when a 19-year-old student 
was attacked by unidentified 
people. According to AISA, 
the attackers questioned the 
student over his comment on 
the Prime Minister and al-
legedly threatened him during 
the confrontation. The student 
suffered injuries in the inci-
dent and the matter was 
brought to public attention by 
the organisation.

AISA stated that  the 
masked individuals ap-
proached the student and con-
fronted him over his views. 
The group alleged that the 
attackers used threatening 
words while questioning the 
student about his demand for 
the Prime Minister’s resigna-
tion. The organisation has 
called for a proper investiga-
tion and action against those 
involved in the incident.

Student groups have ex-
pressed concern over growing 
tensions around political dis-
cussions and freedom of ex-
pression. They said students 
should be allowed to share 
their opinions without fear of 
violence or intimidation. The 
incident has also sparked dis-
cussions about maintaining a 
safe environment for young 
people participating in public 
debates.

Authorities are expected to 
examine the details of the 
case and take necessary steps 
based on the evidence avail-
able. The incident has once 
again highlighted the impor-
tance of protecting peaceful 
expression and ensuring that 
disagreements are handled 
through lawful and democrat-
ic methods rather than threats 
or violence.

A student protester in 
Bengaluru was allegedly 
attacked by a group of  

masked men.

Delivery Agent Allegedly Harasses 
Bengaluru Woman At Home

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A Bengaluru woman has al-
leged that a routine delivery 
turned into a disturbing expe-
rience after a delivery agent 
allegedly behaved inappropri-
ately at her residence. The 
woman shared her experience 
online, claiming that the agent 
repeatedly requested to enter 
her home after handing over 
the order, leaving her fright-
ened and uncomfortable.

According to the woman, 
the delivery agent asked if he 
could come inside for a few 
minutes despite her refusal. 
She said the repeated requests 
made her feel unsafe inside 
her own house. The incident 
later gained attention after she 
shared details through social 
media, where many users ex-

pressed concern over custom-
er safety during doorstep de-
liveries.

The incident has sparked 
discussions about the need for 
better safety measures and 
proper training for delivery 
workers. 

Many residents said deliv-
ery personnel should maintain 
professional boundaries while 
interacting with customers, 
especially during visits to pri-
vate homes. Companies pro-
viding doorstep services have 

also faced calls to strengthen 
monitoring systems and take 
quick action against com-
plaints.

The matter has highlighted 
growing concerns about per-
sonal safety as online delivery 
services continue to expand in 
cities like Bengaluru. Experts 
have advised customers to re-
main cautious and report un-
comfortable situations imme-
diately. Companies and au-
thorities are expected to en-
sure stricter guidelines so that 
delivery services remain safe 
and reliable for everyone.

The incident has renewed 
the conversation around re-
sponsible behaviour, customer 
security, and the importance 
of creating a safer environ-
ment during everyday service 
interactions.

• �3,500 cusecs — Daily water  
release order 

• �15 days — Water release period 
under order 

• �4 TMC ft — Approximate water 
quantity involved 

• �2 States — Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu affected 

• �1 major dispute — Cauvery  
water-sharing issue 

• �Several districts — Protests  
reported across Karnataka.

Universal Immunization Drive Protects Children's Health across B’luru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
 The Bengaluru East City 
Corporation successfully 
conducted the Universal Im-
munizat ion Programme 
(UIP) at the K.R. Puram Ur-
ban Primary Health Centre, 
with officials stressing the 
importance of timely vacci-
nation for every child. 
Speaking at the event, Com-
missioner D.S. Ramesh said 
children's health remains the 
top priority and highlighted 
the Corporation's efforts to 
protect young lives from vac-
cine-preventable diseases 
through regular immuniza-
tion programmers.

During the programme, 
children received vaccines 
according to the National Im-

munization Schedule. These 
included BCG, Polio, Pen-
tavalent, Hepatitis B, and 
Measles-Rubel la  (MR), 
Diphtheria, and Tetanus vac-
cines. Health officials said 
these vaccines help protect 
children against serious ill-
nesses such as tuberculosis, 
polio, diphtheria, tetanus, 
measles, rubella, and several 

other infectious diseases. 
Before vaccination, doc-

tors and healthcare workers 
examined every child to en-
sure the correct vaccine was 
given based on age and med-
ical requirements.

A total of six immunization 
sessions were conducted, 
benefiting 82 children. Offi-
cials also entered the details 

of every vaccinated child 
into the Reproductive and 
Child Health (RCH) Portal 
immediately after vaccina-
tion. The Health Department 
continues to monitor vacci-
nation coverage and carry 
out door-to-door visits to 
identify children who have 
missed scheduled doses. 

Parents were also educated 
about child nutrition, health-
care, future vaccination 
dates, and precautions to fol-
low after immunization.

Commissioner D.S. Ra-
mesh urged parents to ensure 
their children receive every 
scheduled vaccine without 
delay, describing immuniza-
tion as one of the most effec-
t i v e  w a y s  t o  p r e v e n t 
life-threatening diseases. 

Mosquito Control Drive Seeks Public Support against Diseases
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Bengaluru Central City 
Corporation has intensified its 
mosquito control campaign to 
prevent the spread of dengue, 
malaria, chikungunya, and 
other mosquito-borne diseases 
across the city. Commissioner 
Jagadeesh G. said the Health 
Department is carrying out 
continuous operations in dif-

ferent areas and stressed that 
public cooperation is essential 
to make the campaign suc-
cessful and protect communi-
ty health.

The Corporation is con-
ducting insecticide spraying, 
fogging, and larval control 
measures in high-risk loca-
tions, including residential 
areas, public places, drains, 
under-construction buildings, 

and other mosquito breeding 
sites. Officials are also apply-
ing approved larvicides in 
stagnant water to destroy 
mosquito larvae before they 
develop into adult mosqui-
toes. The department said 
only recommended chemicals 
that are safe for people and 
the environment are being 
used during these operations.

Health officials are inform-

ing residents before spraying 
and fogging activities begin 
and have advised people to 
follow the recommended 
safety precautions. Commis-
sioner Jagadeesh G. said mos-
quito control cannot be 
achieved by the Health De-
partment alone and called on 
citizens to play an active role 
in preventing mosquito breed-
ing. He urged residents to 

avoid water stagnation around 
homes and workplaces and to 
regularly remove or dispose 
of old tyres, coconut shells, 
open containers, and other 
items that can collect rainwa-
ter.

The ongoing campaign also 
includes public awareness 
programmes to educate peo-
ple about preventing mosqui-
to-borne diseases. 

Corporation Fines Jewellery 
Store Over Waste Violation 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
  

The Bengaluru South City 
Corporation has imposed a 
hefty fine on a commercial 
establishment for violating 
the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules by failing to 
segregate waste before dis-
posal. Civic officials said 
the action was part of an 
ongoing enforcement drive 
aimed at improving public 
hygiene and ensuring that 
businesses follow proper 
waste management practic-
es across the city.

During a routine inspec-
tion on Friday morning, 
Corporation marshals found 
Bhima Jewellery on 8th 
Main Road, 4th Block, 
Koramangala, under the 
BTM Layout Assembly 
Constituency, dumping 
mixed wet and dry waste on 
a roadside footpath. Offi-
cials said the waste had not 
been separated as required 
under the rules, creating un-
hygienic conditions in a 
public place and posing a 
risk to public health.

Following the inspection, 
the Corporation imposed 

and collected a total fine of 
₹50,839 from the establish-
ment. The penalty included 
a base fine of ₹50,000 along 
with a service charge of 
₹839. Officials also educat-
ed the staff about the impor-
tance of proper waste segre-
gation and the need to 
maintain cleanliness to pre-
vent environmental pollu-
tion and improve sanitation 
in public areas.The Corpo-
ration said it will continue 
taking strict action against 
commercial establishments 
that fail to comply with 
waste management regula-
tions. Officials urged busi-
nesses and residents to co-
operate by separating wet 
and dry waste before dis-
posal and avoiding littering 
in public places. They add-
ed that responsible waste 
disposal is essential for 
keeping Bengaluru clean.

Australia Strengthens Education and 
Investment Ties With Karnataka 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Minister for Large 
and Medium Industries M.B. 
Patil on Friday inaugurated 
the new Australian Consul-
ate-General in Bengaluru and 
the Bengaluru campus of the 
University of New South 
Wales (UNSW) Sydney. He 
said the two developments 
would strengthen educational, 
economic, and diplomatic ties 
between Karnataka and Aus-
tralia while creating new op-
portunities for students, busi-
nesses, and investors in the 
State.Speaking after opening 
the UNSW Bengaluru campus 
at Manyata Tech Park, Patil 
said the university is among 
the world's top higher educa-
tion institutions and the sixth 
foreign university to establish 
a campus in Karnataka. He 
said the campus would offer 
students access to internation-
al-quality education closer to 
home. Initially, undergraduate 
programmes in Business, 
Computer Science, and Data 
Science and Decisions, along 
with a one-year postgraduate 
programme in Cyber Security, 
will be offered, with each 
course admitting 30 students. 
The university will follow the 

same curriculum and teaching 
methods as its Australian 
campus.

The Minister said several 
international universities, in-
cluding the University of Liv-
erpool, Lancaster University, 
La Trobe University, Flinders 
University, and Imperial Col-
lege London, have already 
established campuses in Kar-
nataka. He added that the 
State's strong industrial base, 
leading research institutions, 
and growing innovation eco-
system continue to attract 
globally recognised universi-
ties. Patil expressed confi-
dence that more foreign insti-
tutions would choose Karna-
taka in the coming years.

Earlier in the day, Patil in-
augurated the Australian Con-
sulate-General on Cunning-
ham Road. He said Australia 
had made the right decision 
by opening the Consulate in 
Bengaluru, where more than 
40 Australian companies al-
ready operate. 

Woman Alleges 
Fake Godman 
Stole Crores 
Fraudulently

CH NEWS,BENGALURU
  

A woman has accused a self-
styled godman of cheating her 
out of huge amounts of cash 
and gold after promising that 
she would receive a large pay-
out from the Reserve Bank of 
India. According to the com-
plaint, she handed over nearly 
Rs 2 crore in cash and gold 
ornaments worth around Rs 
50 lakh. She claimed she 
trusted the man because of his 
promises and convincing 
words.

The complaint says the ac-
cused, identified as Bharath 
Shankar, allegedly claimed he 
could arrange a special RBI 
payout and persuaded the 
woman to give him money 
and valuables. She later real-
ised that the promised pay-
ment never came. After re-
peated attempts to recover her 
money failed, she approached 
the police and filed a formal 
complaint seeking legal ac-
tion against him and others 
linked to the case.

The Central Crime Branch, 
also known as the CCB, has 
registered a case against 
Bharath Shankar and several 
others. Police have booked 
them on charges of cheating, 
criminal conspiracy, and 
criminal intimidation. Inves-
tigators have started collect-
ing evidence, recording state-
ments, and examining the fi-
nancial dealings connected to 
the alleged fraud.

 Officials are trying to de-
termine whether more people 
were targeted through similar 
promises.
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Video Raises Fresh Questions in KPSC Recruitment Scam
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Fresh allegations have sur-
faced in the alleged Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) recruitment scam af-
ter a video, claimed to have 
been accessed, and emerged 
showing a person allegedly 
posing as a middleman speak-
ing to a candidate. The video 
has raised serious questions 
about the integrity of the re-
cruitment process, although 
the claims made in the record-
ing have not been inde-
pendently verified.

According to the video, the 

alleged middleman claims 
that if money is paid, even 
Optical Mark Recognition 
(OMR) answer sheets stored 
in government lockers can be 
tampered with. The person is 
also heard claiming that ex-
amination marks can be 
changed and candidates’ 
names can be added to the fi-
nal selection list. The state-
ments, if proven true, could 
point to serious irregularities 
in the recruitment process.

The emergence of the video 
has intensified concerns sur-
rounding the ongoing KPSC 
recruitment controversy. 

However, there has been no 
official confirmation that the 
allegations are genuine or that 
any OMR sheets were actual-
ly altered. Authorities are ex-

pected to examine the authen-
ticity of the video and deter-
mine whether the claims have 
any factual basis.

The latest development has 

sparked renewed demands for 
a thorough investigation into 
the recruitment process. Op-
position leaders and candi-
dates have been calling for 
greater transparency and ac-
countability in public service 
recruitment. 

Officials are yet to issue a 
detailed response to the 
claims made in the video, 
while further investigations 
are expected to determine 
whether any criminal wrong-
doing occurred and whether 
legal action is required 
against those allegedly in-
volved.

RECRUITMENT SCAM

QUICK READ

5K Run Promotes 
Men’s Mental Health 

Awareness

Suspended BMTC 
Conductor Reinstated 

After Apology to Minister

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Around 1,500 partici-

pants took part in a 5K 
run organised by Pad-

mashree Business 
School and Padmashree 
Institute of Management 
and Sciences to promote 
awareness about men’s 

mental health. The event 
was held at Kom-

maghatta near Kengeri 
on July 25 with the aim 

of encouraging open 
conversations, reducing 
stigma, and motivating 

people to seek help 
without hesitation. Stu-
dents, faculty members, 
corporate professionals, 
and fitness enthusiasts 
participated in the run. 

Organisers said the initi-
ative highlighted the im-
portance of emotional 
well-being and inspired 

society to recognise that 
seeking mental health 

support is a sign of 
strength.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
BMTC conductor T.G. 

Ramakrishna has been 
reinstated after apologis-

ing to Karnataka Trans-
port Minister Byrathi 

Suresh. The conductor 
had been suspended for 
allegedly asking the min-
ister to get off a bus dur-
ing a surprise inspection 
after he offered a ₹100 

note for a ₹6 ticket with-
out exact change. Fol-
lowing the apology, the 
minister directed BMTC 

to revoke the suspension. 
However, Byrathi Suresh 
issued a stern warning to 

conductors and drivers 
against misbehaving 
with passengers over 

change and instructed 
transport staff to treat 

commuters politely, 
warning that misconduct 
would invite strict disci-

plinary action.

Karnataka Moves Ahead 
with Mangaluru Cruise Plans

Karnataka explores launching cruise tourism services from Mangaluru  
after in-principle industry support and consultations.

CH NEWS,BENGALURU
 

Karnataka has taken a signif-
icant step towards developing 
cruise tourism, with Water-
ways Leisure Tourism Limit-
ed agreeing in principle to 
explore the feasibility of 
launching cruise services 
from Mangaluru. The devel-
opment follows consultations 
initiated by the Department of 
Tourism under the direction 
of Tourism and Energy Min-
ister K. J. George.

A delegation led by Tour-
ism Secretary Dr. V. Ram Pra-
sath Manohar, IAS, held dis-

cussions in Mumbai with se-
nior officials of the cruise 
operator, including President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Jurgen Bailom and Associate 
Director for Port Operations 
Bharat Acharya. The meeting 

focused on infrastructure re-
quirements, operational feasi-
bility, market potential and 
tourism opportunities for 
cruise services from the Kar-
nataka coast.

The company stressed the 
need for a detailed assessment 
of tourism demand, commer-
cial viability and supporting 
infrastructure before com-
mencing operations. Its tech-
nical team is scheduled to 
visit Mangaluru next month to 
inspect port facilities and 
evaluate the city’s readiness 
for cruise tourism.

The Tourism Department 
has also studied the Mumbai 

International Cruise Terminal 
to understand global-standard 
passenger facilities and oper-
ational systems. Based on 
those observations, officials 
have been directed to under-
take a preliminary feasibility 
study for establishing an in-
ternational-standard cruise 
terminal in Mangaluru.

Minister K. J. George said 
the initiative would unlock 
the tourism potential of Kar-
nataka’s coastline, generate 
employment opportunities, 
attract investments and 
strengthen the state’s position 
as a leading coastal tourism 
destination.

Directly Recruit 
Veterinarians, Says 

Former Minister
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Former Karnataka Minister A. 
Manju has urged the State 
government to recruit veteri-
narians directly without con-
ducting competitive examina-
tions. Speaking at the Vidha-
na Soudha on Friday, he 
raised concerns over alleged 
irregularities in the Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) veterinary recruit-
ment process. He referred 
to reports claiming that 
bribes of up to ₹80 lakh 
were demanded for vet-
erinary posts and called 
for immediate action to 
ensure transparency in ap-
pointments.

Manju said that in Septem-
ber 2017, when he served as a 
minister, the Cabinet had ap-
proved the recruitment of 650 
veterinary officers through 
direct appointments based on 
reservation and roster rules. 
He said the recruitment was 
carried out to strengthen vet-
erinary services and provide 
timely treatment for farmers' 
livestock. Questioning the 
present government's ap-
proach, he asked why a simi-
lar recruitment process had 

not been adopted this time.
The former minister urged 

the government to recruit eli-
gible candidates directly ac-
cording to the prescribed ros-

ter and merit system. He 
said any further delay 
would only raise 
doubts about the re-
cruitment process 
and affect deserving 

candidates. He also 
stressed that veterinary 

services play a vital role in 
supporting farmers and the 
livestock sector, making the 
immediate appointment of 
qualified veterinary doctors 
essential.

Manju appealed to the gov-
ernment to address the issue 
without delay and ensure that 
recruitment is carried out fair-
ly and transparently. He said 
direct recruitment would help 
fill vacancies quickly while 
restoring confidence among 
veterinary graduates waiting 
for employment.

Manju urges direct 
veterinary recruitment, 
alleges irregularities in 

KPSC selection process 
and appointments.

Orange Alert Issued as Heavy 
Rain Likely Across city

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has issued an 
Orange Alert for eight dis-
tricts in Karnataka for the 
next three days, warning of 
heavy rainfall in several parts 
of the State. Officials said in-
tense rain is expected mainly 
in the coastal and Malnad re-
gions, and people living in 
vulnerable areas have been 
advised to remain cautious 
and follow official weather 
updates. The alert has been 
issued to help authorities pre-
pare for possible flooding, 
waterlogging, and disruptions 
caused by continuous rainfall.

The Orange Alert covers 
Udupi, Dakshina Kannada, 
Uttara Kannada, Shivamogga, 
Chikkamagaluru, Belagavi, 
Bidar, and Kalaburagi dis-
tricts. The weather depart-
ment has forecast heavy to 
very heavy rainfall in these 
regions during the next three 
days. Meanwhile, a Yellow 
Alert has been issued for Ko-
dagu, Hassan, Dharwad, 
Gadag, and Vijayapura, where 

moderate rainfall is expected. 
Officials have advised district 
administrations to stay pre-
pared and monitor weather 
conditions closely.

In Bengaluru, the weather 
is expected to remain cloudy, 
with light rain likely over the 
next five days. Similar rain-
fall is also forecast in 14 dis-
tricts across Karnataka. Al-
though heavy showers are not 
expected in the capital, resi-
dents have been advised to 
carry umbrellas and exercise 
caution while travelling, espe-
cially during peak traffic 
hours when rain may lead to 
waterlogging and slow-mov-
ing traffic on several roads.

The weather department 

has also warned of strong 
winds reaching speeds of up 
to 60 kmph along the Karna-
taka coast. Fishermen have 
been advised not to venture 
into the sea until conditions 
improve, while people living 
near coastal areas have been 
urged to stay alert. Authorities 
have appealed to the public to 
avoid unnecessary travel 
during periods of heavy rain, 
stay away from flooded areas, 
and follow instructions issued 
by local officials. Emergency 
teams remain on standby to 
respond to any weather-relat-
ed incidents, while residents 
are encouraged to keep track 
of official forecasts and safety 
advisories.

6 Deaths Raise Fresh Safety 
Concerns At Namma Metro

CH NEWS ,BENGALURU
 

Official data released by the 
Bengaluru Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) 
shows that six people have 
died on the metro network so 
far, while. The figures have 
sparked fresh calls for stron-
ger security measures and im-
proved systems to prevent 
people from accessing metro 
tracks.

According to BMRCL data, 
eight people have jumped 
onto the tracks, while 30 oth-
ers were found entering the 
tracks without authorisation. 
The latest tragedy occurred 
earlier this week at Huskur 
Gate Metro Station on the RV 
Road–Bommasandra Yellow 
Line, where a 37-year-old 
man reportedly jumped onto 
the tracks as a train ap-
proached and died. The inci-
dent has once again drawn 
attention to the growing num-
ber of safety-related cases re-

ported across the metro net-
work.

Apart from these incidents, 
metro authorities have also 
acted against passengers vio-
lating travel rules. Over the 
past three years, BMRCL has 
registered 2,240 cases for of-
fences such as entering tracks, 
travelling under the influence 
of alcohol, playing loud mu-
sic, misusing tickets and pass-
es, eating inside trains, sitting 
on station floors, quarrelling 
with fellow passengers, and 
spitting inside metro premis-
es. These enforcement drives 
have resulted in the collection 
of nearly ₹10 lakh in fines.

Official figures show that in 
2025 alone, five passengers 
attempted suicide, one person 
died, five individuals entered 
the tracks illegally, and two 
accidentally fell onto the 
tracks. BMRCL Public Rela-
tions Chief Officer Yashwant 
Chavan said that during the 
first four months of this year, 
904 passengers were penal-
ised for creating a nuisance, 
with fines totalling ₹3.59 
lakh. As Bengaluru's metro 
network continues to serve 
lakhs of commuters every 
day, passengers and experts 
are  urging BMRCL to 
strengthen surveillance, im-
prove security, and introduce 
better preventive measures to 
ensure safer travel across the 
system.

16 suicide attempts 
have been reported, 
safety concerns are 

mounting over 
Bengaluru’s Namma 

Metro following a rise 
in suicides, suicide 
attempts, and other 

rule violations across 
the network. 

Provide jobs, prevent 
rural migration: Khandre
CH NEWS,BENGALURU

  
Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj Minister Es-
hwara B. Khandre has di-
rected Gram Panchayat 
Chief Executive Officers to 
provide employment oppor-
tunities in villages to pre-
vent farmers from suffering 
crop losses due to inade-
quate rainfall. Chairing a 
meeting at Vikas Soudha 
with the Chief Secretary, 
department secretaries, and 
district Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officers, the Minis-
ter stressed that creating lo-
cal jobs would help rural 
families earn an income 
while supporting agricultur-
al communities during diffi-
cult weather conditions.

Khandre said the Central 
Government has allocated 
Rs 5,709 crore for the peri-
od from July 1 to March 31, 
while the State Government 
will contribute Rs 3,806 
crore. Together, the avail-
able funds total Rs 9,515 
crore for the nine-month 
period. He said the funds 
should be utilised effective-
ly to strengthen rural em-

ployment and ensure that 
eligible workers receive 
timely job opportunities un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA).

The Minister said the 
government has the capacity 
to provide employment to 
nearly five lakh people ev-
ery month under the scheme 
during the nine-month peri-
od. However, he expressed 
disappointment over the 
slow progress recorded in 
July and instructed officials 
to improve implementation 
from August. He directed 
district authorities to take up 
rural infrastructure projects 
in a planned manner so that 
permanent community as-
sets are created while gener-
ating regular employment.

Maheshwar 
Rao Orders 

Strict Quality 
in Roadworks
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
BBMP Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao has directed 
officials to ensure there is no 
compromise in the quality of 
white topping works and to 
complete all ongoing projects 
within the stipulated time-
frame. He issued the instruc-
tions while inspecting several 
road development works 
across the Bengaluru North 
Zone on Friday.

The Commissioner re-
viewed ongoing projects at 
Amruthahalli Main Road, 
Jakkur Railway Over Bridge, 
Jakkur Raitha Santhe Road, 
Allalasandra Road, L&T 
Road, Rajiv Gandhi Nagar 
Railway Parallel Road and 
20th Cross, Sahakara Nagar. 
He assessed the progress of 
works, construction quality 
and coordination among de-
partments.

At Amruthahalli, he in-
structed officials to begin 
footpath construction along-
side road works and test geo-
textile sheets or curing blan-
kets as an alternative to gunny 
bags for concrete curing. He 
also called for CCTV cameras 
at work sites and directed of-
ficials to remove encroach-
ments on pedestrian path-
ways.

On Jakkur Raitha Santhe 
Road, where most works have 
been completed, he ordered 
immediate road marking and 
the shifting of utility cables 
into underground ducts. At 
Allalasandra Road.

Basaveshwarnagar Hosts Grand 
Annual Lakshmi Puja Celebrations 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The 28th Annual Group 
Lakshmi Puja was celebrated 
with devotion and enthusiasm 
at the Sri Ganpati Temple and 
Educat ional  Ins t i tu t ion 
(Regd.) in the G.E.M.L. area 
of Basaveshwarnagar. The re-
ligious event, held at the tem-
ple premises on Sheshagiri Sri 
Hutta Venkataramana Swamy 
Temple Road, brought togeth-
er hundreds of devotees for 
special prayers. More than 
151 women participated in the 
group Lakshmi Puja, seeking 
blessings for peace, prosperi-
ty, and the well-being of their 
families.

Former BBMP Deputy 
Mayor Hemalatha Gopalayya 
attended the programme as 
the chief guest and inaugurat-
ed the puja. She greeted the 
devotees and extended her 
wishes, highlighting the im-
portance of preserving cultur-
al and spiritual traditions 
through such community cel-
ebrations. The event wit-
nessed active participation 
from local residents, who 
gathered in large numbers to 

take part in the religious ritu-
als.

Following the group puja, a 
Mahamangalarati was per-
formed in the evening amid 
devotional chants. Hundreds 
of devotees attended the cere-
mony and later received 
prasadam, which was distrib-
uted at the temple premises. 
The atmosphere remained fes-
tive throughout the day as 
families and worshippers 
came together to celebrate the 
annual event with faith and 
devotion.

Former BBMP members 
Padmavati Srinivas, Naga-
rathna Lokesh, and Prem 
Chandragauda, along with 
temple office-bearers and vol-
unteers, were also present 
during the celebrations. Or-
ganisers said the annual 
Lakshmi Puja continues to 
strengthen community bonds 
while promoting religious 
harmony and cultural values. 
They thanked devotees and 
volunteers for making the 
28th edition of the event a 
grand success and expressed 
hope for even greater partici-
pation in the years to come.

Central Corporation Launches Massive 
August Cleanliness Campaign across City

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Bengaluru Central Mu-
nicipal Corporation has an-
nounced a month-long clean-
liness campaign under the 
"Freedom from Waste" initia-
tive to improve sanitation and 
public health across the city. 
Commissioner Jagadish G. 
said the phased campaign will 
be conducted throughout Au-
gust 2026 with the objective 
of making Bengaluru cleaner, 
healthier, and more beautiful. 
Special cleaning operations 

will cover public places, 
parks, roadsides, canals, 
lakes, markets, public toilets, 
and other important locations. 
Officials have been instructed 
to carry out the drive accord-
ing to a detailed schedule pre-
pared for the entire month.

The campaign will begin on 
August 1 with the cleaning of 
bus stands and public trans-
port hubs, followed by parks 
and playgrounds on August 3, 
temple surroundings on Au-
gust 5, railway track areas on 
August 7, historical monu-

ments and tourist spots on 
August 10, and flyovers and 
underpasses on August 12. 
Other scheduled drives in-
clude cleaning waterways on 
August 14, embankments on 
August 17, public toilets on 
August 19, road dividers and 
traffic islands on August 21, 
public spitting and open uri-
nation spots on August 24, 
slum areas on August 26, gov-
ernment schools, colleges, 
and offices on August 28, and 
BESCOM transformer sur-
roundings on August 30.
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Breastfeeding awareness drive begins across Mysuru centres
MYSURU

 
To promote the importance of 
breastfeeding as the founda-
tion for a healthy and sustain-
able start to life, World 
Breastfeeding Week will be 
observed from August 1 to 7 
in all Anganwadi centres un-
der the Mysuru City Child 
Development Project, accord-
ing to Child Development 
Project Officer (CDPO) Abhi 
Kumar.

In a press release, the 
CDPO said this year’s cam-
paign will be held under the 
theme, “Prioritise Breastfeed-
ing: Create Sustainable Sup-

port Systems,” with a series 
of awareness programmes 
aimed at strengthening breast-
feeding practices.

A total of 252 Anganwadi 
centres are functioning within 
Mysuru city limits, with 3,521 
pregnant women and 2,834 

lactating mothers currently 
registered. As part of the 
week-long observance, com-
munity-based programmes 
will be organised to create 
awareness about the impor-
tance of breastfeeding and 
age-appropriate complemen-
tary feeding.

Special emphasis will be 
laid on educating pregnant 
women, new mothers and 
their family members about 
initiating breastfeeding within 
the first hour after birth, pro-
viding exclusive breastfeed-
ing for the first six months, 
and introducing appropriate 
complementary foods after 

six months while continuing 
breastfeeding.

Awareness activities will 
also be conducted during Vil-
lage Health, Sanitation and 
Nutrition Days, home visits 
and the distribution of Take-
Home Rations (THR) to rein-
force the benefits of breast-
feeding.

The awareness campaign 
will be organised in collabo-
ration with the Health Depart-
ment, National Health Mis-
sion (NHM), local bodies, 
educational institutions and 
voluntary organisations, the 
release added.

EARLY NUTRITION INITIATIVE

QUICK READ

Over five lakh 
beneficiaries need e-KYC 

update in Uttara Kannada

Free health camp at 
Sigma Hospital 

tomorrow

CH NEWS, KARWAR
 The Food and Civil Sup-

plies Department has 
informed that 5,69,044 
ration card beneficiaries 
in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict need to complete 

e-KYC again. The list in-
cludes 31,053 AAY ben-
eficiaries and 5,37,991 

PHH beneficiaries. Offi-
cials said the details of 
beneficiaries requiring 
e-KYC updates have 

been provided to con-
cerned fair price shops. 
Beneficiaries can con-

tact Food Inspectors or 
Food Superintendents 

at their respective taluk 
Tahsildar offices for 

more information. They 
can also approach the 
Deputy Director of the 

Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs De-

partment in Karwar for 
assistance regarding the 

e-KYC process.

CH NEWS, Mysuru
 Sigma Hospital will organ-

ise a free multi-speciality 
health camp focusing on 

neurological disorders, 
bone and joint problems, 

diabetes, and comprehen-
sive health screening on 

Sunday, August 2, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

As part of the camp, par-
ticipants can undergo free 
tests, including Haemoglo-

bin (HB), Random Blood 
Sugar (RBS), Thyroid 
Stimulating Hormone 

(TSH), Bone Mineral Den-
sity (BMD), Biothesiometer 

test (for detecting nerve 
damage in the feet), and 

FibroScan (for liver health 
assessment).

Based on doctors’ recom-
mendations, patients will 

also receive a 20% dis-
count on all other blood 

tests and diagnostic scans. 

Kumaraswamy calls for 
Cauvery ground assessment
Kumaraswamy highlighted limited Cauvery reservoir availability, urging priority 

for drinking water needs amid concerns over Karnataka’s water scarcity
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy urged members 
of the Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee and Cauvery 
Water Management Authority 
to visit Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu to understand the 
ground situation before di-
recting water release deci-
sions.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Hassan, Kumaras-
wamy criticized decisions 
being taken without visiting 
affected areas. He said offi-
cials should inspect farms, 
reservoirs and local condi-
tions before reaching conclu-
sions on Cauvery water shar-
ing. He questioned whether 
Tamil Nadu required water 
for drinking purposes or agri-
cultural needs.

Kumaraswamy said Cauv-
ery basin reservoirs currently 
have limited water availabili-
ty and stressed that drinking 
water needs should receive 
the highest priority. He point-
ed out that Bengaluru and 
other regions depend on these 

reservoirs and questioned as-
sumptions about future water 
inflows into the basin.

He said Karnataka should 
not remain silent on the Cau-
very Water Management Au-
thority’s directions and sup-
ported protests by farmers’ 
groups and political workers. 
However, he added that the 
issue should not become a po-
litical matter and decisions 
should focus on protecting 
people’s interests.

The Union Minister said 
Karnataka has supported wa-
ter sharing whenever suffi-
cient storage was available 
and claimed that large quanti-

ties of water had already 
flowed to Tamil Nadu in pre-
vious years. He also urged 
leaders to work together 
during the current crisis.

Kumaraswamy expressed 
concern over the drought sit-
uation in Karnataka and ac-
cused the state government of 
not paying enough attention 
to farmers’ problems. He 
mentioned crop losses and 
migration caused by poor 
rainfall. He said authorities 
must take immediate steps to 
support affected farming com-
munities.Several JD(S) lead-
ers, including Suresh Babu, 
S.L. Bhoje Gowda, C.N. Bal-

akr i shna  and  Swaroop 
Prakash, attended the press 
conference and supported the 
concerns raised over the Cau-
very water issue.

n �Kumaraswamy urges 
Cauvery panels to visit 
affected regions first

n �Demands inspections of 
farms, reservoirs before 
water release orders

n �Questions Tamil Nadu’s 
water requirement for 
drinking or agriculture

n �Says Karnataka reser-
voirs have limited storage 
amid drought conditions

n �Stresses drinking water 
priority for Bengaluru and 
dependent regions

n �Supports farmer protests 
against Cauvery authority 
directions in Karnataka

Key highlights of 
the conference

Protesters target 
Yashpal cutout

UDUPI
 

Tension prevailed in Udupi 
after a group of protesters al-
legedly threw eggs at a cutout 
of BJP MLA Yashpal Suvar-
na, portraying him as the 
mythological character Rava-
na, and later burnt an effigy in 
protest.

The incident reportedly 
took place following a contro-
versy surrounding remarks 
allegedly made by Yashpal 
Suvarna during a recent polit-
ical protest. The opposition 
had objected to the statements 
attributed to the MLA, lead-
ing to protests and demands 
for action. An FIR had also 
been registered against the 
Udupi MLA over alleged re-
marks made during a BJP pro-
test, based on a complaint by 
Congress leaders.

During Friday’s protest, 
demonstrators expressed their 
anger by throwing eggs at the 
cutout and raising slogans 
against the MLA. They later 
set fire to an effigy, condemn-
ing what they described as 
objectionable political state-
ments.

The protesters alleged that 
the remarks had hurt public 
sentiments and demanded that 
elected representatives main-

tain dignity and responsibility 
while making public state-
ments. They said political dif-
ferences should be expressed 
through democratic means 
without resorting to language 
that could create social ten-
sion.

Supporters of Yashpal Su-
varna, however, have defend-
ed him and maintained that 
the allegations were political-
ly motivated. The controversy 
has intensified political ex-
changes between the ruling 
and opposition groups in the 
coastal district.

Police officials monitored 
the situation to prevent any 
untoward incidents and main-
tain law and order. Authorities 
have urged political groups 
and the public to avoid 
provocative actions and en-
sure that protests remain 
peaceful.

Protesters alleged the 
remarks hurt public 

sentiments, demanding 
responsible statements 

from elected 
representatives and 
urging democratic 

expression of  political 
differences without 

creating social tensions

Thousands throng Chamundi 
Hill on third Ashada Friday

CH NEWS,  MYSURU
 

Thousands of devotees visited 
the Chamundi Hill shrine on 
the third Friday of the holy 
Ashada month to witness 
Goddess Chamundeshwari in 
the special Gajalakshmi Alan-
kara. The temple attracted 
worshippers from the early 
morning hours as devotees 
gathered to seek blessings.

Devotees began arriving 
around 3 a.m., and public dar-
shan started at 5 a.m. after 
special  r i tuals ,  homas, 
abhishekas and Mangalarati. 
Long queues were seen across 
the temple premises as people 
waited patiently for a glimpse 
of the beautifully decorated 
deity. Many devotees believe 
that prayers on Ashada Fri-
days bring prosperity, peace 
and relief from difficulties.

The special decoration was 
sponsored by the family of 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar. The temple was decorat-
ed with flowers, colourful 
fruits and traditional arrange-
ments, creating a festive at-
mosphere. The Goddess was 
dressed in a green silk saree, 

while silver elephants placed 
on both sides represented the 
Gajalakshmi form associated 
with wealth and prosperity.

Devotees were allowed dar-
shan until 10 p.m. Many pil-
grims climbed the Chamundi 
Hill steps before sunrise, 
while others used free shuttle 
bus services from Lalitha Ma-
hal Grounds. Temple authori-
ties and volunteers provided 
drinking water, Badam milk 
and biscuits to visitors wait-
ing in queues. Special VIP 
darshan facilities were also 

available.
The celebrations continued 

across Mysuru city, where so-
cial groups, traders and other 
organisations distributed free 
prasadam to devotees. The 
grand Ashada Friday event 
filled the city with devotion 
and festive spirit, with the Ga-
jalakshmi Alankara becoming 
the main attraction of the cel-
ebrations.

 The temple witnessed a 
peaceful gathering of faith as 
devotees prayed for happiness 
and well-being.

GOD BEFORE VIPS: DEVOTEES PROTEST SPE-
CIAL DARSHAN

Devotees at the famous Chamundeshwari Temple atop 
Chamundi Hill protested against alleged VIP preference 
during the third Ashada Friday celebrations. Despite as-
surances from Mysuru Deputy Commissioner G. Laksh-
mikanth Reddy that regular devotees would get priority, 

many claimed VVIPs were allowed special darshan 
while common devotees waited in long queues. Former 

Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa, BJP State President 
B.Y. Vijayendra, Congress leaders, and film personalities 
visited the temple, causing temporary restrictions. Dev-
otees raised slogans demanding equal treatment and 
urged authorities to end VIP culture, especially during 

major religious events with thousands of pilgrims.

Farmers advised crop 
measures during drought

CH NEWS, GADAG
 

The Agriculture Department 
has advised farmers to fol-
low alternative crop man-
agement practices during 
drought conditions in the 
first week of August to pro-
tect crops and maintain 
moisture levels. 

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture Chetana Patil said farm-
ers should take suitable 
steps for crops like pulses, 
cowpea,  and groundnut 
based on available soil mois-
ture. She suggested spraying 

1% 19:19:19 or potassium 
nitrate water-soluble fertiliz-
ers on leaves at 30 and 45 
days after sowing to reduce 
moisture stress.

Farmers were advised to 
use micronutrient mixtures 
like Pulse Booster or Pulse 
Magic during flowering and 
fruiting stages. For cowpea 
crops, applying nitrogen fer-
tilizer in two stages and us-
ing Jeevamrut were recom-
mended. 

To control pests, farmers 
can spray suitable insecti-
cides during evening hours.

Don't release water to TN under any 
circumstances: Cauvery Action Committee
MYSURU

 
The President of the Cauvery 
Action Committee S. Jay-
aprakash has urged the State 
Government to reject the Cau-
very Water Management Au-
thority's directive to release 
water to Tamil Nadu and en-
sure that no water is released 
under any circumstances.

Addressing a protest in front 
of the Town Hall in Mysuru on 
Friday, Jayaprakash alleged 
that the present government, 
led by D.K. Shivakumar, is 
facing the Cauvery crisis be-
cause of mistakes committed 
by the previous government 
headed by Siddaramaiah. He 
recalled that members of the 
Cauvery Action Committee 
had staged a continuous 100-
day protest at the same venue 
over the Cauvery issue, but 
neither Siddaramaiah nor the 
then District Minister had vis-
ited the protesters even as a 
gesture of goodwill. The pre-
vious government of failing to 
protect Cauvery, the lifeline of 
Karnataka.

He said the Cauvery Action 

Committee has consistently 
demanded the constitution of a 
new tribunal to scientifically 
examine the Cauvery wa-
ter-sharing issue and ensure 
justice to Karnataka. The com-
mittee has been urging the 
Central Government to take 
appropriate steps in this re-
gard.

The committee welcomed 
the initiative of BJP Members 
of Parliament, led by Union 
Minister Pralhad Joshi, who 
met Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti C.R. Patil and urged the 
Centre to ensure justice for 
Karnataka in the Cauvery wa-
ter dispute.

The committee also wel-
comed Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar's decision to con-

vene an all-party meeting and 
the State Government's report-
ed decision not to release wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu until Mon-
day. Jayaprakash reiterated the 
committee's demand that Kar-
nataka should not release Cau-
very water to Tamil Nadu un-
der any circumstances.

Among those who partici-
pated in the protest were 
Mooguru Nanjundaswamy, 
Tejesh Lokesh Gowda, Some-
gowda, Shivalingayya, Manju-
la, Golden Suresh, Prabhu-
shankar, Hanumanthaiah, Ra-
ghu Achar, Madhu, Mahesh, 
Krishnappa, Hanumanthegou-
da, Prabhakar, Shivaram, 
Chandrashekhar, Thyagaraj, 
Darshan Gowda, Ravish and 
several others.

City turns into a fortress ahead of Prime Minister's Viveka Smaraka Visit
MYSURU

 
The heritage city of Mysu-
ru is ready to welcome 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday for the 
inauguration of the Viveka 
Smaraka, a memorial ded-
i c a t e d  t o  S w a m i 
Vivekananda. Extensive 
security arrangements have 
been made across the city 
ahead of the high-profile 
visit.

A large team of Karnata-
ka Police personnel, along 
with Special Protection 
Group officials, has taken 
charge of security at im-
portant locations.

 Authorities have ar-
r a n g e d  m u l t i - l a y e r e d 
checks, surveillance sys-
tems, anti-sabotage inspec-
tions and strict entry con-
trols to ensure a smooth 
programme.

Prime Minister Modi 
will inaugurate the Viveka 
Smaraka  loca ted  near 
Narayana Shastri Road. 

The memorial highlights 
Swami Vivekananda’s stay 
in Mysuru before his his-
toric journey to Chicago, 
where he delivered his fa-
mous speech at the World’s 
Parliament of Religions in 
1893. The then Mysuru 
ruler Nalwadi Krishnaraja 

Wadiyar had supported 
Vivekananda’s mission.

The Prime Minister is 
also expected to spend 
time in meditation at the 
room where Vivekananda 
stayed during his visit. 
Later, Modi will address a 
public gathering at Sri Ra-
makrishna Moral and Spir-
itual Education Institution 
in Yadavagiri.

 Arrangements have been 
made for visi tors with 
seating, parking, medical 
faci l i t ies  and secur i ty 
checks.

Police teams, including 
bomb detection squads and 
dog squads, inspected both 

venues. Traffic restrictions 
will be introduced on ma-
jor roads during the visit, 
and citizens have been ad-
vised to use alternative 
routes. Barricades have 
been placed along the 
Prime Minister ’s route.
Civic authorities have im-
proved the city’s appear-
ance by cleaning roads, 
repairing damaged areas 
and adding decorat ive 
lights. Mysuru is prepared 
to host the event, which 
wi l l  h igh l igh t  Swami 
Vivekananda’s connection 
with the city and mark an 
important occasion for res-
idents and visitors.

Kabini reservoir nears full capacity after good rains
MYSURU

 
The Kabini reservoir con-
tinues to receive healthy 
monsoon inflows, with 
steady rainfall in the catch-
ment pushing the water 
level and storage closer to 
its full capacity, bringing 
cheer to farmers and water 
managers alike.

According to the irriga-
tion authorities, the reser-
voir level at 8 a.m. on Fri-
day stood at 2,278.38 feet, 
against the maximum level 
of 2,284 feet. The storage 
has increased to 16.12 
TMC out of the reservoir's 
total capacity of 19.52 
TMC, while the live stor-

age has touched 6.31 TMC.
The reservoir recorded 

an inflow of 9,133 cusecs, 
reflecting sustained mon-
soon activity in the Kabini 
catchment. However, only 
500 cusecs of water was 
released into the river, with 
no water being drawn 
through the Left Bank Ca-
nal (LBC), Right Bank Ca-
nal (RBC), or lift irrigation 
schemes, taking the total 
outflow to 500 cusecs.

The catchment received 
45 mm of rainfall during 
the last 24 hours, further 
strengthening inflows into 
the reservoir. Evaporation 
loss was estimated at 8.97 
million cubic feet.

Compared to the corre-
sponding day last year, the 
reservoir was at 2,281.46 
feet with a storage of 17.91 
TMC and a live storage of 
8.10 TMC.

 Last year's inflow stood 
at 12,113 cusecs, while 
12,000 cusecs of water was 
be ing  re leased  down-
stream.

With the southwest mon-
soon remaining active 
across the Cauvery basin, 
officials are optimistic that 
the Kabini reservoir will 
continue to gain storage in 
the coming days, enhanc-
ing water availability for 
irrigation and drinking wa-
ter needs across the region.

Ullal distributes 
benefits to eligible 

beneficiaries
ULLAL

 
Various government benefits 
and welfare assistance were 
distributed to eligible benefi-
ciaries at a programme organ-
ised by the District Urban 
Development Cell and Ullal 
City Municipal Council in 
Dakshina Kannada district on 
Friday.

The initiative was aimed at 
ensuring that the benefits of 
government welfare schemes 
reach deserving families and 
individuals, particularly those 
from economically and so-
cially disadvantaged sections. 
Beneficiaries received assis-
tance under different schemes 
designed to improve living 
standards and provide support 
for housing, livelihoods, edu-
cation and other essential 
needs.Speaking at the pro-
gramme, officials highlighted 
the importance of effective 
implementation of welfare 
schemes at the local level. 
They said urban local bodies 
play a key role in identifying 
eligible beneficiaries, creating 
awareness about government 
programmes.
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BPCL introduces digital LPG solutions for customers
MANGALURU

 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited launched its premium 
Bharatgas Lite Zip LPG service 
in the city on Friday, introduc-
ing faster delivery and instant 
connections for customers. 

The service aims to improve 
LPG experience through digital 
technology, quick response and 
convenient solutions for mod-
ern users.

Company officials said the 
new offering represents a step 
toward a future-ready LPG net-
work focused on speed, safety 
and customer comfort. Bharat-
gas Lite Zip allows consumers 

to receive a new connection 
easily and get cylinder delivery 
within four hours of booking. 
The lightweight 10kg fi-
bre-composite cylinder pro-
vides easier handling, rust resis-

tance, visible gas level checking 
and improved safety features. It 
has been designed for profes-
sionals, students and urban fam-
ilies seeking reliable energy 
supply without difficulties.

The service began in thirty 
Indian cities during the launch 
phase and will expand to seven-
ty more cities across twen-
ty-four states by August 15, 
2026, reaching one hundred 
cities before wider expansion.

The official launch event was 
held at Anupama Gas Distribu-
tors premises in Mangaluru 
where BPCL officials and cus-
tomers witnessed the first han-
dover of cylinders.

 Fifteen customers received 
the product during the ceremo-
ny hosted jointly by Anupama 
Gas Distributors and Kamad-
henu Gas Agency. Bharat Gas 
Mangaluru LPG Territory Man-

ager Sandeep Kumar Raina 
highlighted technology-based 
services as a priority for cus-
tomer convenience.

Other officials and represen-
tatives attended the programme 
and shared their support for the 
new service model. 

The company stated that 
Bharatgas Lite Zip will help 
customers enjoy a simpler and 
smarter LPG experience 
through modern facilities. 

The initiative reflects BPCL’s 
effort to make energy access 
more convenient and depend-
able for people 

while building a stronger ur-
ban network.

INSTANT GAS CONNECTIONS
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Brahmin Board invites 
loan applications for 

self employment

Tobacco team conducts 
COTPA raid, collects 

fine

CHITRADURGA
The Karnataka State 

Brahmin Development 
Board has invited appli-
cations from economi-
cally backward mem-

bers of the Brahmin 
community for the Vipra 
Self-Employment Direct 
Loan Scheme for 2026-

27. Eligible applicants 
can receive loans rang-
ing from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 
2 lakh for activities like 
dairy farming, small in-
dustries, shops, cater-
ing, taxi services, and 
tailoring. The scheme 
provides 20 percent 

subsidy, while the re-
maining amount can be 
repaid in 34 instalments 
with 4 percent interest. 
Applicants aged 18 to 

65 with valid docu-
ments can apply online 

until August 31, 2026.

CHITRADURGA
The District Tobacco Con-
trol Cell conducted a sud-
den inspection under the 

COTPA-2003 Act at Chal-
lakere Gate area in Chitra-

durga city. Officials 
checked tobacco product 
shops and warned people 
against smoking in public 
places, chewing tobacco, 
and spitting. Traders were 
instructed to display man-
datory warning boards un-
der the law. During the op-
eration, 24 cases were reg-

istered under Section-4 
with a fine of Rs. 2,400, 

while other violations led 
to additional penalties. A 
total fine of Rs. 4,100 was 
collected from offenders. 

Officials also created 
awareness about the 

harmful effects of tobacco 
addiction among youth.

Koppal strengthens child 
rights protection system

The Collector directed departments to improve coordination and strictly 
follow government guidelines for effective child safety measures

KOPPAL
 

District Collector Dr. Suresh 
B. Itnal said that protecting 
every child’s right to a happy 
childhood, health and educa-
tion is a shared responsibility. 
He made the statement while 
chair ing a  meet ing on 
strengthening child rights sys-
tems at the District Collector’s 
office.

The meeting was organized 
by the District Child Protec-
tion Committee in association 
with UNICEF. Dr. Itnal said 
children affected by unexpect-
ed situations should receive 
proper care, protection and 
government support. He in-
structed officials to ensure that 
children’s identities remain 
confidential and that welfare 
schemes reach eligible benefi-
ciaries without delay.

The Collector directed offi-
cers to improve coordination 
between departments and 
strictly follow government 
guidelines related to child 
safety. He stressed the need to 

bring school dropouts back to 
education, prevent child mar-
riages and regularly inspect 
hostels to check food, cleanli-
ness and health facilities. He 
also asked authorities to regis-
ter all government and private 
hostels and install safety mea-
sures like CCTV cameras and 
complaint boxes.

District Child Protection Of-
ficer Sindhu Angadi informed 
that child welfare institutions, 
including the Child Welfare 
Committee and Juvenile Jus-
tice Board, are functioning in 
Koppal. She said five child 
care institutions currently sup-
port 87 children by focusing 

on education, nutrition, health 
and protection. Assistance is 
also being provided through 
various schemes and training 
programmes.

UNICEF officials stated that 
protecting children is the re-
sponsibility of everyone. 
During the meeting, a manual 
containing important depart-
mental circulars and measures 
to prevent child marriage was 
released. Officials from vari-
ous departments participated 
and discussed steps to create a 
safer environment for children. 
The meeting concluded with a 
commitment to strengthen 
child protection systems and 

ensure better opportunities for 
every child in the district.

n ��Collector stresses pro-
tecting children’s rights, 
health and education.

n �Officials directed pre-
venting child marriages 
and school dropouts.

n �Hostels to undergo reg-
ular safety and facility 
inspections

n �Five child care insti-
tutions support 87 
children currently.

n �Authorities instructed 
registering all gov-
ernment and private 
hostels.

n �Child protection 
manual released with 
preventive measures 
discussed

Key highlights of the 
meeting

Farmers demand 
protection of water 

rights
CHAMARAJANAGAR

 
Farmers in Chamarajanagar 
protested against the release 
of Cauvery water to Tamil 
Nadu on Friday, demanding 
action to protect Karnataka's 
water needs. 

The protest also led to the 
cancellation of screenings of 
actor Vijay's film Jana Naya-
gan at a local cinema hall.

Led by farmer leader Hal-
likerehundi Bhagyaraj, pro-
t e s t e r s  g a t h e r e d  n e a r 
Basaveshwara Cinema Hall 
holding empty plates and 
pots. They raised slogans op-
posing the water release and 
said Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter Vijay should understand 
Karnataka's struggles through 
an aerial survey. They ques-
tioned how dams could pro-
vide water to others when 
people faced drinking water 
shortages.

Farmers said they would 
continue their fight until their 
concerns were heard by au-
thorities. Bhagyaraj stated 
that the government should 
consider the difficulties of 

farmers and take immediate 
steps during the crisis. Pro-
testers also blocked the Ben-
galuru-Dindigul highway near 
Chamarajanagar and demand-
ed that the central government 
intervene in the Cauvery is-
sue.The farmers requested 
drought status for the district 
and sought support through 
cattle shelters and fodder sup-
ply. They submitted a petition 
to officials asking authorities 
to stop releasing water until 
local needs were addressed. 
Cinema workers removed Vi-
jay's posters after protests 
grew stronger and cancelled 
the day's shows. The farmers 
said their movement would 
continue peacefully to high-
light the problems caused by 
water scarcity.

Farmers continued 
protests demanding 

action on Cauvery issues, 
blocking Bengaluru-

Dindigul highway and 
urging government 

intervention to address 
their concerns

Veteran Pediatrician Devaraj 
retires after inspiring service

CHITRADURGA 
 

CMCRI Dean and Director 
Dr. B. Y. Yuvaraj said men-
tors play a key role in guid-
ing young doctors during 
their training and careers. 

He shared these views at 
the retirement ceremony of 
senior pediatrician Dr. S.H. 
Devaraj, held at the IMA 
Auditorium. Senior doctors 
like Devaraj provide valu-
able support and direction 
to newcomers in medicine.

District Surgeon Dr. S.P. 

Ravindra praised Devaraj 
for developing the pediatric 
department and improving 
hospital services through 
dedication since joining in 
2005. He recalled that De-
varaj handled responsibili-
ties during difficult times, 
managed  pa t ien t s  wi th 
care, and strengthened fa-
cilities like SNCU. 

T h e  r e t i r i n g  d o c t o r 
thanked colleagues, offi-
cials and family members 
for their support through-
out his journey.

Kargil Victory Day procession 
inspires young patriots

CHAMARAJANAGAR
 

Around 60 students of Seva 
Bharathi Kannada Medium 
High School dressed as Indian 
soldiers and participated in a 
patriotic procession through 
the main streets of Chamara-
janagar as part of Kargil Vic-
tory Day celebrations. 

The event was organized to 
remember the brave soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives 
during the Kargil War and to 
teach students about patrio-

tism, national pride, and the 
importance of respecting the 
armed forces. The procession 
was flagged off by institution 
secretary Vasudevarao Guruji 
and headmaster Srinivas Gu-
ruji.

Students marched with dis-
cipline wearing soldier uni-
forms and attracted public 
attention across the city roads. 
Teachers, school staff, and 
members of the public joined 
the programme and encour-
aged the young participants. 

The school management 
stated that the activity helped 
students understand the sacri-
fices made by Indian soldiers 
and inspired them to develop 
a sense of duty towards the 
nation.

 The programme concluded 
with a strong message of uni-
ty and respect for the nation's 
heroes reminding students 
that the sacrifices of soldiers 
will always inspire future 
generations to serve with 
pride.

Hunsur activists hold candle tribute for NEET victims
HUNSUR

 
Progressive organizations in 
Hunsur held a candlelight 
tribute at Constitution Circle 
to remember students affected 
by the NEET examination 
controversy. 

Activists from CPI(M) 
Raitha Sangh, Dasams, Soli-
darity Youth Movement and 
other groups participated in 

the programme and demanded 
justice for the victims. They 
criticized the central govern-
ment's education policy and 
urged authorities to cancel the 
NEET system while protect-
ing rural students interests.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Raitha Sangh district presi-
dent Hosur Kumar alleged 
that many students suffered 
due to irregularities linked 

with the exam process and de-
manded immediate support 
for affected families. He also 
sought compensation for fam-
ilies of students who lost their 
lives.

 Other speakers stated that 
coaching centres have turned 
NEET into a business and de-
manded reforms in the admis-
sion system. The gathering 
included leaders Basavaraju, 

Rukmini, Khalid Raju, and 
several activists from social 
organizations.

 Participants said the can-
dlelight event highlighted 
concerns about student strug-
gles and called for a fair edu-
cation system that provides 
equal opportunities for all. 
They concluded the protest by 
renewing their demand for 
accountability.

Congress leader targets BJP over national issues
MANGALURU

 
Congress leader Dinesh Mu-
luru has criticized BJP lead-
ers, accusing them of divert-
ing public attention from ma-
jor national concerns. 

The Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict Congress Scheduled 
Caste wing president said 
people are facing difficulties 
due to rising prices, gover-
nance issues and other chal-
lenges under the central gov-
ernment.

Muluru strongly objected to 
remarks made by BJP leaders, 
including Udupi MLA Yash-
pal Suvarna, against Lok 
Sabha Opposition Leader Ra-
hul Gandhi. He said such 
statements were attempts to 
shift focus from issues affect-

ing common people. Accord-
ing to him, citizens are seek-
ing answers on important 
matters instead of political 
arguments.

He highlighted concerns re-
lated to the NEET examina-
tion controversy, including 
allegations of question paper 
leaks and corruption, saying 
these issues have created un-
certainty among students and 
young people. Muluru also 
raised concerns over reports 
of irregularities connected 
with the Ayodhya temple do-
nation box and increasing 
prices of petrol, diesel, cook-
ing gas and essential goods.

The Congress leader said 
ruling party representatives 
should address these matters 
instead of making statements 

that create unnecessary con-
troversy. He claimed that per-
sonal attacks on opposition 
leaders do not solve public 
problems and urged elected 
representatives to focus on 
responsibilities towards citi-
zens.

Muluru demanded clear ex-
planations from the central 
government regarding price 
increases and alleged failures. 
He also asked BJP leaders to 
avoid statements that could 
disturb social harmony and 
requested accountability from 
those holding public posi-
tions. He said political discus-
sions should focus on solu-
tions and improving the lives 
of people rather than creating 
distractions. 

Mahant Shivayogi 
inspired addiction 

free society
BAGALKOT 

 
Dr. Mahant Shivayogi dedi-
cated his life to creating an 
addiction-free society by col-
lecting people's bad habits as 
symbolic alms through his 
unique Mahant Joli move-
ment. 

Instead of seeking regular 
donations, he worked to re-
move harmful addictions and 
encouraged people to live 
healthy and responsible lives.

Born on August 1, 1930, in 
Hipparagi village of Jamkha-
ndi taluk, Dr. Mahant Shi-
vayogi became the youngest 
Swamiji of Savadi Virakta

Karwar hosts programme to 
combat human trafficking

KARWAR 
 

Creating public awareness is 
essential to prevent human 
trafficking, said District Health 
and Family Welfare Officer 
Dr. Sanjay Doddamani. 

He stated that children, 
women, poor people, debt-af-
fected individuals and those 
without education are more 
vulnerable to trafficking and 
need greater protection from 
society.

He spoke at an Anti-Human 
Trafficking Day program held 
at the District Collectorate 
Hall. The event was jointly or-
ganized by various govern-

ment departments, including 
the district administration, po-
lice department, legal services 
authority, health department 
and women and child develop-
ment department. Dr. Dodda-
mani said traffickers often 
cheat people by promising 
jobs, money and a better fu-
ture.

He explained that victims 
are sometimes forced into 
child marriages, labour ex-
ploitation and other illegal ac-
tivities. He stressed that vic-
tims should receive protection, 
care, rehabilitation and support 
instead of being viewed only 
through a criminal perspective. 

STUDENTS URGED TO STAY 
ALERT AGAINST STRANGERS

SHIDLAGHATTA 
 

Students were advised to re-
main careful and avoid 
strangers to protect them-
selves from human traffick-
ing. Senior Civil Judge Mo-
hammad Roshan Shah gave 
this message during a legal 
awareness program held at 
Varadanayakanahalli Govern-
ment Senior Primary School 
as part of World Anti-Human 
Trafficking Day.The program 
was organized by the Taluk 
Legal Service Committee and 
the Taluk Lawyers Associa-
tion. Speaking to students, 
Justice Shah said children 
should not accept food or 
gifts from unknown persons 
and should not visit places 
without permission from par-
ents and teachers. He warned 
that traffickers often target 
innocent children with false 
promises.He explained that 

human traffickers may harm 
children by forcing them into 
begging or illegal activities. 
He urged students to stay cau-
tious while travelling between 
home and school. Taluk Law-
yers Association President A. 
Narayanaswamy also advised 
students to walk in groups 
and follow the guidance of 
parents instead of spending 
excessive time on mobile 
phones and television.Free 
school bags and stationery 
were distributed to students 
during the event. Several offi-
cials, including Principal Civ-
il Judge Sukanya C.S, Assis-
tant Public Prosecutor Mo-
hammed Khaja, lawyers, 
teachers and school represen-
tatives attended the program. 
The awareness event aimed to 
educate children about safety 
and encourage them to seek 
help whenever they face dan-
ger.

Haveri voter list 
revision reaches 
new milestone

HAVERI 
 

The comprehensive voter list 
revision work is progressing 
quickly in the district. Deputy 
Commissioner and District 
Election Officer Dr. Vijayama-
hantesh Danammavara said 
that information of 12,15,739 
voters has been computerized 
so far. 

He said 100 percent enumer-
ation forms have been distrib-
uted and the draft voter list 
will be published on August 8, 
allowing corrections and addi-
tions.

He said the process is being 
carried out according to Elec-
tion Commission guidelines 
with signatures, photographs 
and family details checked 
through enumeration forms. 
Political party leaders cooper-
ation is important for the suc-
cessful completion of the spe-
cial revision work. A total of 
13,35,342 forms were distrib-
uted and 12,15,739 forms have 
been computerized, achieving 
91.04 percent progress across 
the district.

The highest computerization 
was recorded in Hirekerur 
constituency, while other con-
stituencies also showed steady 
progress. Officials informed 
that the revision schedule in-
cludes door-to-door visits, 
polling station updates, claim 
submissions and final voter list 
publication on October 19, 
2026. So far, 1,07,183 voters 
have been identified under cat-
egories including deaths, mi-
gration, duplicates and un-
available voters.

The officials said the exer-
cise will help maintain an ac-
curate electoral record and 
ensure eligible citizens receive 
voting rights properly. They 
urged people to cooperate with 
officials during the process. 
The district administration 
confirmed that all steps are be-
ing taken to complete the revi-
sion work smoothly and pre-
pare final list.
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Nomadic tribes face hurdles during voter survey
BELAGAVI

 
Members of nomadic commu-
nities in Karnataka are facing 
difficulties while registering 
their names in the Special In-
tensive Revision of electoral 
rolls due to a lack of docu-
ments and permanent address-
es. 

Many families in Belagavi 
district are struggling to com-
plete the enumeration process.

Booth Level Officers visit-
ed members of Durugmurgi 
and Abbepari communities in 
Yaragatti and found that sev-
eral people could not read or 
write. Officials said many 

families do not have residence 
proof, voter identity cards or 
even Aadhaar cards. Some 
have never registered as vot-
ers because of their frequent 
movement between places.

The communities often live 
in temporary shelters near 
highways or agricultural areas 
and depend on small jobs for 
survival. Officials said many 

residents were more con-
cerned about losing ration 
benefits than voter registra-
tion. They explained that be-
ing excluded from electoral 
rolls could affect access to 
government services.

BLOs said voters with doc-
uments linked to Belagavi 
district would be included, 
while others connected to dif-
ferent districts were advised 
to approach those areas for 
submitting forms. Volunteers 
from Eddelu Karnataka 
helped several families under-
stand the process, collect de-
tails and submit their forms to 
officials.

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Roshan assured that 
special attention would be 
given to nomadic tribes and 
migrant workers during the 
survey. He instructed officials 
to ensure eligible voters are 
not left out and said steps 
would be taken to simplify 
the process. Authorities are 
working to include more fam-
ilies by helping them com-
plete forms and secure their 
place in the electoral system. 
The initiative aims to make 
voting rights accessible to ev-
ery eligible citizen despite 
challenges caused by migra-
tion and lack of documents.

NOMADS SEEK INCLUSION

QUICK READ

VTU College hosts 
Interdisciplinary Project 

Model Exhibition

Power supply 
disruption announced 

in Mandya areas

Haveri locals urge 
Collector to open 

ration shops

CHIKKABALLAPURA
An innovative models 
exhibition on science, 
technology, environ-

ment, and social devel-
opment was organised 
by the Interdisciplinary 
Project Learning Labo-

ratory at Chintamani 
Visvesvaraya Techno-
logical University Unit 
College. Principal Dr. 

Basavaraj inaugurated 
the programme and 
said project-based 

learning helps students 
improve creativity, re-

search skills, and prob-
lem-solving abilities. 

Students from CSE, CSE 
(AI & ML), ECE, and EEE 

departments show-
cased models based on 
smart agriculture, artifi-

cial intelligence, envi-
ronmental protection, 

and social technologies. 
The exhibition attracted 
students, faculty mem-
bers, and visitors who 

appreciated the creative 
ideas and efforts of the 
participants during the 

event.

MANDYA
Power supply will be dis-
rupted in several areas of 
Mandya on August 1 due 

to emergency mainte-
nance work on the 11 KV 
Kallahalli and Kottatti 

NJY power lines from the 
66/11 KV Mandya Power 
Distribution Centre. The 

outage will continue from 
9 am to 5 pm. Villages in-

cluding Kiragandur and 
surrounding areas will be 
affected under the Kalla-
halli line. Kottatti, Bevina-
halli, A. Hullukere, B. Hul-
lukere, Molekoppalu, La-
lanakere, Mottahalli, and 

nearby areas will also 
face power interruptions. 
CESC officials requested 

residents to cooperate 
during the maintenance 
work for ensuring better 
power supply services.

HAVERI
Residents of wards 29, 

30, and 31 in Haveri 
city have requested 

the District Collector 
Dr. Vijaya Mahantesh 

Danamma to establish 
fair price shops in their 

areas. Locals from 
Makanagalli, Manigara 

Oni, Talwara Oni, 
Chandrapatna Road, 

Mahbub Nagar, Tajna-
gar, and nearby areas 
said the absence of 

nearby ration shops is 
causing difficulties for 
poor and middle-class 
families. Elderly peo-

ple and daily wage 
workers are facing 

challenges in collect-
ing ration from distant 
shops. Social activists 
submitted a petition 
urging authorities to 
open new fair price 

shops to provide easier 
access to essential 

supplies.

Grihalakshmi scheme benefits 
review ordered in Mandya
Chikkalingaiah directed officials to identify deceased and ineligible 

beneficiaries, update records, and prevent misuse of government funds
MANDYA

 
Authorities have been directed 
to ensure that eligible benefi-
ciaries are not deprived of the 
Grihalakshmi scheme benefits 
due to any reason. District 
Level Guarantee Scheme Im-
plementation Authority Chair-
man Chikkalingaiah issued the 
instructions during a commit-
tee meeting held at the Zilla 
Panchayat Mini Hall.

Chikkalingaiah asked offi-
cials to identify deceased and 
ineligible beneficiaries and 
update the records to prevent 
misuse of government funds. 
He said the Grihalakshmi 
scheme, one of Karnataka’s 
major guarantee programmes, 
is being implemented effec-
tively in Mandya district, 
which has achieved strong per-
formance.

Officials informed that the 
scheme reached 98 percent 
progress by April 2026. Out of 
4,66,086 registered beneficia-
ries, around 4,40,428 eligible 
women have received direct 

financial assistance of ₹88.08 
crore. The chairman instructed 
officials to ensure that genuine 
beneficiaries continue receiv-
ing support without difficul-
ties.

The meeting also reviewed 
the Annabhagya scheme and 
stressed the importance of pro-
viding quality food grains 
through fair price shops. Offi-
cials were told to maintain 
proper standards during stor-
age, transportation and distri-
bution. Regular inspections 
should be conducted, and ac-
tion should be taken against 
irregularities, he said.

The progress of other guar-
antee schemes was also dis-

cussed. Under the Yuvanidhi 
scheme, 8,968 beneficiaries 
received financial assistance, 
while awareness programmes 
were suggested to help more 
youth understand the benefits. 
Officials reported that the 
Shakti scheme provided free 
travel facilities to 22.27 crore 
women passengers in Mandya 
district. The Griha Jyothi 
scheme has also benefited 
more than five lakh registered 
consumers.

The meeting concluded with 
directions to strengthen imple-
mentation, improve transpar-
ency and ensure that govern-
ment schemes reach deserving 
people. Several officials and 

authority members participat-
ed in the discussion and re-
viewed the progress of welfare 
programmes.

n ��Grihalakshmi scheme 
achieved 98 percent prog-
ress by April 2026.

n ��Around 4.40 lakh women 
received ₹88.08 crore 
assistance.

n �Officials directed prevent-
ing misuse through bene-
ficiary record updates.

n ��Annabhagya scheme 
reviewed for quality grain 
distribution standards.

n �Shakti scheme provided 
free travel to 22.27 crore 
women.

n �Yuvanidhi supported 
8,968 beneficiaries with 
financial assistance.

Progress of 
guarantee schemes

District orders 
insurance meetings 
amid rain shortage

CHITRADURGA
 

Chitradurga district has re-
corded a 29 percent rainfall 
deficit during June and July, 
creating concerns among 
farmers. 

District Magistrate T. Ven-
katesh directed agriculture 
officials and insurance com-
pany representatives to hold 
taluk-level meetings and rec-
ommend sowing failure insur-
ance for affected farmers.

The district was expected to 
receive 101.7 mm rainfall 
during the period but received 
only 72.6 mm. Due to poor 
rains, only 65,340 hectares of 
the total 3,39,304 hectares of 
agricultural land have been 
sown during the current mon-
soon season. Officials were 
asked to explain insurance 
benefits clearly to farmers and 
remove confusion regarding 
compensation.The District 
Magistrate said farmers regis-
tered under the Pradhan Man-
tri Fasal Bima Yojana should 
receive proper information 
through farmer contact cen-
tres. If sowing fails in more 

than 75 percent of a notified 
area due to weather condi-
tions, farmers may receive up 
to 25 percent of the insured 
amount as compensation.

Agriculture officials in-
formed that more than 1.23 
lakh farmers have registered 
under the crop insurance 
scheme in the district. They 
requested an extension of the 
registration deadline in five 
taluks due to delayed rainfall 
and sowing problems. The 
deadline for ragi crop insur-
ance in Hosadurga taluk has 
already been extended.

Insurance company offi-
cials said the scheme was de-
signed to support farmers 
during difficult situations. 
They added that compensa-
tion would help reduce finan-
cial pressure caused by crop 
losses. 

The District Magistrate 
urged PMFBY farmers to 

use contact centres, 
noting failed sowing over 
75% may qualify for 25% 

compensation

Irrigation Committee opposes 
Cauvery water release order

“Karnataka shares river resources but 
should not face unfair treatment. The 
Centre must ensure a fair water policy 

protecting people’s interests.”
-	 P. Kodandaramaiah, District 

Irrigation Struggle Committee 
President

MLA inaugurates roads and 
safety projects in Madikeri

CH NEWS, MADIKERI
 

Dr. Mantar Gowda, MLA of 
Madikeri assembly constitu-
ency, inaugurated several de-
velopment works in the city, 
including a Rs. 50-lakh barri-
er built to protect a reservoir 
settlement. 

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  a 
long-pending demand of resi-
dents who faced concerns 
over safety during heavy 
rains.

He also inaugurated a new 
concrete road to Goulibeedi 
and another concrete road 
connecting Bhagavathy Nagar 
to Abbey Falls. The works 
were completed using funds 
provided under the Chief 
Minister’s special grant for 
Madikeri city development. 
Dr. Gowda said Rs. 3.5-crore 
has been allocated for layout 
improvements and assured 
that more funds would be pro-
vided to transform Madikeri 
into a model city in Karnata-
ka.

Rajiv Gandhi Panchayat 
Raj Organization district pres-
ident Thennira Maina said 

residents of the reservoir set-
tlement had lived with fear of 
landslides since the 2018 nat-
ural disaster. He said the com-
pleted barrier work has 
brought relief and thanked the 
MLA on behalf of local resi-
dents.

Municipal officials, council 
members and local citizens 
attended the programme. The 
project is expected to improve 
safety and provide better in-
frastructure for people living 
in the area. 

Dr. Gowda said develop-
ment activities would contin-
ue across Madikeri, focusing 
on public needs and creating 

better facilities for citizens in 
the future.

He added that the govern-
ment would support necessary 
projects to strengthen urban 
facilities and address public 
concerns effectively.

 Residents welcomed the 
completed works and ex-
pressed hope that upcoming 
initiatives would improve 
their daily lives. 

The new infrastructure 
measures are expected to 
bring long-term benefits and 
enhance the overall growth of 
Madikeri while ensuring safer 
living conditions for commu-
nities across the city.

CH NEWS,  CHITRADURGA
 

The District Irrigation Struggle 
Committee has opposed the 
order to release Cauvery water 
to Tamil Nadu and urged the 
central government to inter-
vene in the issue. 

Committee president P. Ko-
dandaramaiah said Karnataka 
is facing severe drought and 
drinking water problems have 
increased across the state. The 
government has already ad-
vised people not to take up 
farming activities due to water 
shortages.

He said releasing Cauvery 
water during such difficult 
conditions was against public 
interest and affected farmers 
and residents. The committee, 
which has fought for the 
Bhadra Upper River Project 
for 25 years, supported state-
wide protests demanding pro-
tection of Karnataka's water 
rights.

Kodandaramaiah stated that 
Karnataka has often shared 
river resources with neigh-
bouring states but should not 
be treated unfairly. He request-
ed the central government to 
create a fair water policy and 

protect the interests of people 
facing hardships.

He also appealed to state 
MPs from both Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha to raise their 
voices together for Karnataka's 
interests. He said political 
leaders should avoid divisions 
and work together to solve 
Cauvery and irrigation con-
cerns. The committee demand-
ed approval for major projects 
including Bhadra Upper River 
Project and Mekedatu initia-
tive while seeking justice in 
water sharing matters.

It urged the state govern-
ment to continue legal efforts 
and provide strong support for 
the Cauvery case. The com-
mittee said the issue should 
not become a political matter 
and called for permanent solu-
tions through discussion and 
cooperation. 

CEO Nandini inspects schools and Anganwadis 
CH NEWS, MANDYA

 
Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer Nandini K.R. 
conducted a surprise visit to 
government schools and An-
ganwadi centres in Channap-
panadoddi village under Be-
lur Gram Panchayat limits of 
Mandya taluk. 

During the inspection, she 
reviewed educational activi-
ties, basic facilities, cleanli-
ness, and student attendance 
records. She instructed offi-
cials to regularly update stu-
dent attendance through the 
‘Nirantara’ app and maintain 
accurate records.

The CEO directed Belur 
Gram Panchayat staff to en-

sure proper cleanliness on 
school premises and main-
tain a healthy learning envi-
ronment for students. She 
also checked the prepara-
tion, 

quality, and cleanliness of 
meals provided under the 
hot meal scheme and ad-
vised officials to serve nutri-
tious food according to gov-
ernment guidelines. 

At the Anganwadi centre, 
she inspected children’s at-
tendance, nutrition supply, 
learning activi t ies,  and 
available facilities. 

She instructed the con-
cerned officers to provide all 
necessary services for the 
overall development of chil-

dren. Zilla Panchayat Assis-
t a n t  P l a n n i n g  O ff i c e r 
Harsha, along with school 
and Anganwadi teachers, 
was present during the in-
spection.

 The visit highlighted the 
importance of maintaining 
quality education, hygiene, 
and child welfare services in 
rural areas.

Alupa Dynasty 
seminar to explore 

Tulu history
CH NEWS, UDUPI

 
The Karnataka Tulu Sahitya 
Academy will organize a 
state-level seminar titled 
‘Alupas in the Pages of Histo-
ry’ on August 6 at Sri Poor-
naprajna Sandhya College in 
Udupi. 

The programme is being ar-
ranged in association with the 
Mangalore University History 
Teachers’ Association to dis-
cuss the history and contribu-
tions of the Alupa dynasty. 
Academy President Taranath 
Gatti Kapikad will inaugurate 
the event at 9.30 am, while 
college principal Dr. Chandra-
kanth Bhat will preside over 
the inaugural session.During 
the seminar, Dr. B. Jagadish 
Shetty, director of the Rash-
trakavi Govinda Pai Research 
Centre, will deliver a special 
lecture on the historical back-
ground of Udyavara. The first 
technical session will feature 
Dr. Ganapayya Bhat speaking 
about the political relations of 
the Alupas. Prof. Jayaram 
Shettigar will discuss Barkur 
during the Alupa period in the 
second session. 

Independence Day preparations begin across Madikeri district
CH NEWS, MADIKERI 

 
District Magistrate S.J. So-
mashekhar has directed all 
departments to complete 
preparations for the Indepen-
dence Day celebration on Au-
gust 15 in a meaningful man-
ner. 

He spoke at a preliminary 
meeting held at the District 
Magistrate's office hall on Fri-
day. Since it is the rainy sea-
son, officials decided to hold 
the event at Madikeri's fort 
premises with proper arrange-
ments.

The magistrate instructed 
teams to build a waterproof 
stage and arrange shamiana, 

microphones and other facili-
ties. He asked committees to 
prepare for flag hoisting, re-
hearsals and cultural pro-
grams featuring songs pro-
moting national unity and in-
tegrity. District Physical Edu-
cation Officer Srinivas said 
five school teams will per-
form cultural programs with 
345 students participating. 
RPI Police Inspector Ganesh 
informed that 22 teams will 
join the procession with Civil 
Police, Forest Guard, NCC, 
Scouts and Guides teams.

The lunch committee was 
asked to arrange food for chil-
dren and ensure cleanliness, 
drinking water and environ-

mental care at the venue. Of-
ficials were also instructed to 
honor achievers in various 
fields and students with high 
SSLC and PUC marks. Good 
performers from health and 
women development depart-
ments will also be recognized.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sahana S. Hadima-
ni directed officials to make 
necessary arrangements 
smoothly. Several senior offi-
cers from different depart-
ments attended the meeting 
and shared responsibilities. 
The administration empha-
sized that all staff should par-
ticipate and ensure successful 
celebration.

Tata Power activates 
60-kW DC rapid 

charger at Sasthan
CH NEWS, UDUPI

 
Tata Power, recognised as In-
dia’s foremost EV charging op-
erator, has extended its coverage 
by installing a 60-kW DC Fast 
Charging Station at Sasthan, 
which sits beside National High-
way 66 in Udupi district. This 
addition improves rapid charging 
availability for commercial 
fleets, business travellers and 
tourists who rely on Karnataka’s 
principal coastal highway. Situ-
ated along one of the nation’s 
most significant coastal thor-
oughfares, the facility is built to 
assist both commercial transport 
needs and recreational journeys.

Ballari man accused of killing wife, infant 
CH NEWS,  BALLARI

 
A man allegedly killed his 
wife and seven-month-old 
daughter with a hammer fol-
lowing a family dispute in 
Andhral area of Ballari. 

The victims were identi-
fied as Rajeshwari and her 
infant daughter Ashbini. The 
accused, identified as Hon-
nooru Swamy, reportedly 
escaped from the scene after 
the incident.

According to police, fre-
quent arguments had been 
taking place in the family 
for the past few days. The 
dispute allegedly turned se-
rious late Thursday night, 
resulting in the tragic inci-
dent. 

After receiving informa-
tion, APMC Police officials 
visited the spot, conducted 
an inspection, and shifted 
the bodies to the hospital for 
post-mortem examination. 
Police said the exact reason 
behind the incident is still 
under investigation. 

A case has been registered 
at the APMC Police Station, 
and a search operation has 
been started to trace the ac-
cused. 

Officials stated that fur-
ther investigation is continu-
ing to collect more details 
about the case and bring the 
person responsible before 
the law. The incident has 
caused concern among local 
residents.
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Agencies Boost Anti-Drug Coordination
BHOPAL

 
T h e  S e c o n d  Q u a r t e r 
State-Level Joint Coordina-
tion Committee (JCC) Meet-
ings of 2026 for Madhya 
Pradesh and Assam focused 
on strengthening inter-agency 
coordination, intelligence 
sharing and financial investi-
gations to intensify the na-
tionwide crackdown against 
drug trafficking.

According to an official 
statement issued on Friday, 
the meetings were held in 
Bhopal and Guwahati, bring-
ing together central and state 
enforcement agencies to re-

view ongoing operations and 
formulate strategies for dis-
mantling narcotics syndicates 
under the vision of a Drug-
Free India.

The Madhya Pradesh meet-
ing, jointly chaired by the 
Deputy Director General 
(Western Region) of the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB) 
and the Additional Director 
General of the Anti-Narcotics 
Task Force (ANTF), wit-
nessed participation from 
agencies including the NIA, 
Customs, Income Tax Depart-
ment, Central Bureau of Nar-
cotics, Railway Protection 
Force, State Excise, Food and 

Drug Administration and the 
State Prosecution Depart-
ment.

Officials reviewed signifi-
cant drug seizure cases, dis-
cussed emerging trafficking 
trends and finalised plans to 
implement the Vision Docu-
ment on Narcotics Control. 
The meeting also emphasised 
monitoring 50 identified 
NDPS cases for early dispos-
al, expediting PIT-NDPS pro-
posals, strengthening finan-
cial investigations and con-
ducting intelligence-led joint 
operations.

In Guwahati, the Assam 
JCC meeting was chaired by 

NCB Deputy Director Gener-
al (NER) R. Sudhakar, with 
participation from agencies 
including the ANTF, Enforce-
ment Directorate, DRI, Assam 
Rifles, BSF, ITBP, Customs 
and district police officials.

The deliberations centred 
on intelligence-led enforce-
ment, enhanced financial in-
vestigations, tackling emerg-
ing trafficking patterns and 
dismantling the financial net-
works supporting drug cartels 
through a whole-of-govern-
ment approach, reaffirming 
the commitment of all partic-
ipating agencies to curb nar-
cotics trafficking effectively.

DRUG CRACKDOWN DRIVE

QUICK READ

Odisha govt 
reviews flood 

situation

Married daughters 
eligible for 

compassionate jobs: SC

Bhubaneswar
Odisha Revenue and 

Disaster Management 
Minister Suresh Pujari 

on Friday chaired a 
high-level review 

meeting on the flood 
situation in the state 

with Collectors of 
flood-affected dis-

tricts. The meeting was 
attended by the Chief 
Secretary, Special Re-

lief Commissioner 
(SRC) and senior offi-
cials from various de-

partments. 
According to the latest 
official data, 1,362 vil-

lages, 446 Gram 
Panchayats, 57 blocks, 

and 11 Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs) across 
15 districts have been 
affected, impacting a 
total of 7,91,846 peo-

ple. Of them, 2,68,943 
people remain strand-

ed in flood-affected 
areas, while crops on 

21,380 hectares of 
farmland have been 

damaged by the 
floods.

New Delhi
The Supreme Court has 

ruled that a married 
daughter cannot be de-

nied consideration for 
compassionate ap-

pointment merely be-
cause a state govern-

ment policy allows such 
appointments only to 
divorced or deserted 

daughters, holding that 
such a classification is 

unconstitutional and vi-
olative of Article 14 of 

the Constitution. A 
Bench of Justices M.M. 

Sundresh and Prasanna 
B. Varale allowed an ap-

peal filed by Sayara 
Khatoon and her daugh-
ter against a Patna High 
Court order, which had 
upheld the rejection of 

the daughter’s claim for 
compassionate ap-

pointment following the 
death of her father.

PUNJAB HONOURS 
SHAHEED UDHAM SINGH

Punjab CM paid tribute to Shaheed Udham Singh, reaffirming the state's 
commitment to honouring freedom fighters and preserving their legacy

CHANDIGARH
 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Friday reaf-
firmed the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government's commit-
ment to upholding the ideals 
and aspirations of the freedom 
fighters who sacrificed their 
lives to liberate India from 
British colonial rule.

Addressing a state-level 
function organised in Sunam 
to mark the 87th martyrdom 
day of Shaheed Udham 
Singh, the Chief Minister paid 
glowing tributes to the leg-
endary revolutionary, describ-
ing his patriotism and su-
preme sacrifice as a timeless 
source of inspiration for fu-
ture generations. Mann said 
the nation would always re-
main indebted to the iconic 
martyr for his unmatched 
courage and unwavering com-
mitment to justice.

Earlier in the day, the Chief 

Minister offered floral tributes 
and laid a wreath at the me-
morial dedicated to Shaheed 
Udham Singh, remembering 
his extraordinary contribution 
to India's freedom struggle.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mann said Shaheed Udham 
Singh's sacrifice symbolised 
the determination of countless 
freedom fighters who laid 
down their lives to secure in-
dependence and build a just 
and egalitarian society com-

mitted to the welfare of the 
poor and underprivileged.

Recalling the historic signif-
icance of Udham Singh's ac-
tions, the Chief Minister said 
the revolutionary avenged the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre by 
assassinating Michael O'Dw-
yer at London's Caxton Hall. 

He noted that O'Dwyer, the 
then Lieutenant Governor of 
Punjab, had been responsible 
for the administration under 
which hundreds of innocent 

and unarmed Indians were 
brutally gunned down at Jalli-
anwala Bagh.

Mann said commemorating 
the martyrdom day of Shaheed 
Udham Singh was an opportu-
nity to express the nation's 
deepest gratitude to one of its 
bravest sons, whose sacrifice 
continues to inspire citizens to 
serve the country with cour-
age, patriotism and selfless 
dedication.

n �Punjab marks 87th mar-
tyrdom day of Shaheed 
Udham Singh. 

n �CM Bhagwant Mann 
pays floral tributes at 
Sunam memorial.

n �Reaffirms commitment to 
freedom fighters’ ideals. 

n �Highlights Udham Singh’s 
revenge for the Jallianwa-
la Bagh massacre. 

Army Unveils 
Extreme Weather 

Diesel
NEW DELHI

 
Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS) General Dhiraj Seth 
on Friday launched the indig-
enously developed ‘Xtreme 
Weather Grade’ (XWG) Die-
sel, a specialised fuel de-
signed to significantly im-
prove the mobility and opera-
tional readiness of military 
vehicles in extreme weather 
conditions.

Speaking at the launch, 
General Seth described XWG 
Diesel as a game-changing 
indigenous innovation that 
would strengthen the Army’s 
operational capabilities while 
ensuring greater mission reli-
ability across challenging ter-
rains and severe climatic con-
ditions.

Developed jointly by the 
Indian Army and Oil Market-
ing Companies, the special-
ised fuel has been engineered 
to keep combat and logistics 
vehicles operat ional  in 
high-altitude and snow-bound 
regions where conventional 
diesel often fails due to freez-
ing temperatures.

According to an official 
statement, conventional diesel 
thickens at extremely low 
temperatures, leading to 
clogged fuel filters and vehi-
cle breakdowns. XWG Diesel 
addresses this challenge by 
remaining effective even at 
temperatures as low as minus 

42 degrees Celsius, ensuring 
uninterrupted mobility during 
harsh winters.

The fuel complies with BS-
VI emission norms and IS 
1460:2025 specifications, en-
abling its seamless use across 
the Indian Army's existing 
fleet without requiring engine 
modifications or re-homolo-
gation.

General Seth said the new 
fuel would eliminate several 
temporary measures tradition-
ally adopted to keep military 
vehicles functional during se-
vere winters, thereby enhanc-
ing the safety, efficiency and 
morale of troops deployed in 
difficult operational environ-
ments.

He also congratulated the 
Indian Army team and the Oil 
Marketing Companies for de-
veloping the specialised fuel 
within a year and expressed 
confidence that similar indig-
enous innovations would 
meet future operational re-
quirements while contributing 
to the vision of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat.

XWG Diesel is a game-changing 
indigenous innovation that will 

enhance mobility, operational 
readiness and mission reliability 

across extreme climatic conditions

-Dhiraj Seth, Army Chief General 

Meghalaya Panel Seeks Loan Recovery
SHILLONG

 
The Meghalaya Legislative 
Assembly's Committee on 
Public Undertakings (COPU) 
has directed authorities to 
submit a detailed report on 
the recovery of nearly Rs 29 
crore outstanding from CMJ 
Breweries Pvt. Ltd. while 
seeking an explanation from 
the Power Department over 
audit irregularities flagged in 
two Central rural electrifica-
tion schemes.

The directions were issued 
during a meeting chaired by 
legislator Charles Marngar, 
where the committee re-
viewed the financial perfor-
mance of public sector under-
takings and examined audit 
observations made by the 
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG).

Officials informed the com-
mittee that CMJ Breweries Pvt. 
Ltd., a major industrial unit 
based in Byrnihat, had availed 
a loan of Rs 61.94 crore from 
the Meghalaya Industrial De-

ve lopmen t  Co r po ra t i on 
(MIDC). While the company 
has repaid Rs 23.98 crore, 
nearly Rs 29 crore remains out-
standing, with the repayment 
deadline set for August 2026.

The committee instructed 
MIDC to furnish a comprehen-
sive report on the recovery pro-
cess and said it would continue 
monitoring the matter until the 
pending dues are fully recov-
ered.

COPU also reviewed the 
cases of Greystone Smelters 
and Greystone Strips Limited. 
Although the MIDC Board ap-
proved the accounting write-off 
of loans in September 2025, 
the committee clarified that the 
write-off did not amount to a 
waiver of liabilities and direct-
ed the companies to clear their 
outstanding dues within a 
week.

The panel was informed that 
Aura Hotels and Resorts Pvt. 
Ltd. had fully repaid its Rs 51 
crore loan, while dues relating 
to Badhok Nongmalieh Ford 
Dealer were settled through the 

transfer of a 43.22 lakh square 
foot property in Ri-Bhoi dis-
trict.

The committee also ex-
pressed concern over CAG 
findings that payments under 
the SAUBHAGYA and Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti 
Yojana (DDUGJY) schemes 
were made without verification 
of mandatory insurance-related 
documents and sought a de-
tailed explanation from the 
Power Department.

CAG Flags Rural Electrifica-
tion Irregularities

The committee raised con-
cerns over audit observations 
highlighting payments made 
under the SAUBHAGYA and 
DDUGJY schemes without 
verifying mandatory insurance 
documents. The Power Depart-
ment has been directed to ex-
plain the lapses, while the As-
sembly panel will continue 
monitoring compliance and 
corrective measures to ensure 
accountability in the imple-
mentation of the Centrally 
sponsored programmes.

BJP saves jailed councillor 
after showdown

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

In a politically charged move 
that triggered uproar in the 
Thiruvananthapuram Corpo-
ration Council, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) led admin-
istration on Friday secured 
approval for a six month 
leave of absence for jailed 
BJP councillor R. Sugathan, 
preventing his disqualification 
under the Kerala Municipality 
Act.

Sugathan, the councillor 
from Vazhottukonam ward, is 
currently lodged in Viyyur 
Central Jail under the Kerala 
Anti Social Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (KAAPA).

Under the Kerala Munici-
pality Act, a councillor who 
remains absent from three 
consecutive council meetings 
without prior leave is liable to 
lose membership.

The leave application, 
brought before the 101 mem-

ber council amid unprece-
dented scenes, was passed 
after the BJP secured the sup-
port of two independent coun-
cillors. 

Mayor V.V. Rajesh also ex-
ercised his casting vote in fa-
vour of the motion.

Addressing the media after 
the meeting, the Mayor said 
51 members ul t imately 
backed the proposal. He ex-
plained that Sugathan had ini-
tially sought permission from 
the State Government to at-
tend the council meeting from 
Viyyur Jail.

The government rejected 
the request. However, in the 
same communication, it in-
formed him that he could ap-
ply to the Corporation Coun-
cil for leave. Acting on that 
advice, the leave application 
was submitted and approved 
by the Council under Section 
91K of the Kerala Municipal-
ity Act, Rajesh said.

Haryana CM questions Punjab counterpart 
over fulfilling 2022 poll promises

CHANDIGARH
 

Haryana Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini on Friday 
questioned his Punjab coun-
terpart Bhagwant Mann over 
the implementation of the 56 
promises made by the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in the 2022 Punjab As-
sembly elections.

He said that with only 
about four months left before 
the next Assembly elections, 
the people of Punjab deserve 
to know how many of those 
promises had been fulfilled. 
He also questioned whether 
the Punjab government 
would be able to fulfil all the 
remaining promises within 
the time left.

Addressing the 87th mar-
tyrdom day event of Shaheed 

Sardar Udham Singh in 
Sanaur town, Chief Minister 
Saini paid tributes to the leg-
endary freedom fighter and 
said only a Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government in 
Punjab could fulfil  the 
dreams envisioned by Sha-
heed Udham Singh for the 
development of the youth.

Taking a swipe at the AAP 
government, the Haryana 
CM remarked that a state's 
development is driven not by 
slogans but by intent and 
commitment.

Chief Minister Saini also 
targeted the Punjab govern-
ment over the alleged irreg-
ularities in the recruitment of 
Excise Inspectors, describing 
it as a grave injustice to tal-
ented youth.

Highlighting the achieve-

ments of the Haryana gov-
ernment, CM Saini said that 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India is scaling new 
heights of development 
while taking pride in its rich 
heritage.

He said the Haryana gov-
ernment is working with the 
same vision and has under-
taken several welfare initia-
tives for farmers, women and 
youth.

Referring to the BJP's 
election manifesto in Hary-
ana, CM Saini added that the 
party had made 217 'Sankalps' 
(promises), of which 70 have 
already been fulfilled within 
just one-and-a-half years, 
while the remaining 147 
would also be implemented 
soon.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta distributes 
bicycles to over 3,000 girl students

NEW DELHI
 

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Friday launched the 
Vidya Vahini scheme, distrib-
uting bicycles to over 3,000 
girl students of Class IX from 
different government schools, 
an official said.

At a programme held at the 
Sports Complex in East Vinod 
Nagar, the Chief Minister said 
that under the Vidya Vahini 
scheme, nearly 1.40 lakh girl 
students studying in Delhi 
government schools will re-
ceive free bicycles in a 
phased manner.

She also interacted with the 
students, asking them about 
their studies, future aspira-
tions and dreams, said an of-

ficial statement.
The programme is a cele-

bration of Nari Shakti and of 
the collective resolve to em-
power every daughter through 
education, she said.

She encouraged them to 
pursue education with confi-
dence and dedication and 
strive to achieve their goals in 
life.

The students also presented 
her handmade paintings, 

which she appreciated, prais-
ing their creativity and talent 
while wishing them a bright 
future.

Union Minister of State and 
Delhi BJP president Harsh 
Malhotra, Delhi Education 
Minister Ashish Sood, Patpar-
ganj MLA Ravinder Singh 
Negi, Director of Education 
and Sports Nitin Jindal, teach-
ers and parents were present 
on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, 
Chief Minister Gupta said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has placed women-led 
development at the heart of 
the vision for a Viksit Bharat 
and has described education 
as the most effective means of 
women's empowerment.

Donation theft 
protest: BJP slams 
Pappu Yadav over 

‘saffron robes’
NEW DELHI

 
A row erupted after Purnia 
MP Pappu Yadav wore saf-
fron robes during a protest at 
the Parliament premises 
against the embezzlement of 
donations made at Ayodhya's 
Ram Temple, with the BJP 
calling it an insult to Sanatan 
and accusing the Congress 
and the Samajwadi Party of 
playing a role in it. 

The Opposition on its part 
hit out at the ruling BJP and 
asked what major action had 
been taken against the main 
accused in the donation theft 
case.

Within the Parliament com-
plex, BJP MP Sakshi Maharaj 
said: From the country's free-
dom till today, the Congress, 
and now Priyanka Gandhi, 
Rahul Gandhi, and the entire 
Opposition have continuously 
insulted sants, saffron.

Gujarat: India’s First Live Heart 
Transport by Train Completed

AHMEDABAD
 

Indian Railways has complet-
ed what it described as the 
country’s first transportation 
of a live heart by train, with 
the organ being carried from 
Surat to Ahmedabad aboard 
the Mumbai Central-Gandhi-
nagar Capital Vande Bharat 
Express for a transplant at the 
U.N. Mehta Institute of Car-
diology and Research Centre.

The heart, which was trans-
ported on Train No. 20901, 
reached Ahmedabad within 
the required time frame for 
transplantation.

The operation involved co-
ordination between Indian 
Railways, the Gujarat Police, 
the Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) and medical teams to 
ensure the organ was deliv-
ered without delay.

After the train arrived at 
Ahmedabad railway station, a 
green corridor was estab-
lished by the RPF and Gujarat 

Police from Platform No. 1 to 
the U.N. Mehta Institute of 
Cardiology and Research 
Centre.

The dedicated route al-
lowed the heart to be moved 
swiftly to the hospital so that 
the transplant procedure could 
begin within the prescribed 
time.

Divisional Railway Manag-
er (Ahmedabad) Ved Prakash 
said the operation marked a 
significant moment for Indian 
Railways.

This is a moment of im-
mense pride and satisfaction 
for Indian Railways that a live 
heart has been safely and 
timely transported from Surat 
to Ahmedabad through the 
Vande Bharat Express. Every 
moment is crucial in such 
lifesaving missions. The ex-
cellent coordination between 
Indian Railways, the RPF, 
Gujarat State Police and the 
medical teams made this mis-
sion successful. 

Online nominations for PMRBP 
2026 to close on August 15

NEW DELHI
 

The Ministry of Women and 
Child Development has ex-
tended the last date for sub-
mission of online nomina-
tions for the Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 
(PMRBP) from July 31 to 
August 15, an official said 
on Friday.

The nomination process 
for the PMRBP commenced 
on April 1, through the Na-
t i o n a l  Aw a r d s  P o r t a l 
(https://awards.gov.in). The 
awards are conferred on 
children who have demon-
strated exceptional achieve-

ments in the fields of Brav-
ery, Social Service, Envi-
ronment, Sports, Arts and 
Culture, and Science and 
Technology, an official 
statement said.

Any child who is an Indi-
an citizen residing in India, 
is aged above five years and 
not exceeding 18 years of 
age (as on July 31, 2026), is 
eligible for the awards.

Nominations, including 
self-nominations and rec-
ommendations by any citi-
zen, would be accepted only 
th rough  the  Na t iona l 
Awards Portal, the state-
ment said.
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V-P Condoles Loss of 

Lives in Bhiwandi 
Building Collapse

New Delhi
President Droupadi Murmu 

and Vice-President C. P. 
Radhakrishnan on Friday 
expressed grief over the 

loss of lives in the building 
collapse in Maharashtra’s 
Bhiwandi and expressed 
their condolences to the 
bereaved families. Presi-

dent Murmu took to her of-
ficial social media plat-

form X and said, The news 
of the loss of lives in the 

building collapse in Mahar-
ashtra’s Bhiwandi is deeply 

saddening. I express my 
condolences to the be-
reaved families. I wish a 

speedy recovery to those 
injured in this accident. 

Vice-President Radhakr-
ishnan also expressed grief 
over the tragedy and said, 
Deeply saddened by the 

loss of lives due to the col-
lapse of a building in 

Thane area of Bhiwandi in 
Maharashtra. 

Surat Braces for Heavy Rain
Surat declared a holiday for educational institutions, industries and markets 
as authorities intensified emergency preparedness following an IMD red alert

SURAT
 

Surat authorities on Friday 
declared a holiday for 
schools, colleges, diamond 
processing units, factories and 
textile markets as the city pre-
pared for heavy rainfall and 
strong winds forecast by the 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD). The precaution-
ary measure follows the issu-
ance of a Red Alert after a 
low-pressure system over the 
Bay of Bengal moved towards 
the region.

Surat Municipal Commis-
sioner M. Nagarajan said the 
civic administration is contin-
uously monitoring the weath-
er situation through senior 
officials while taking proac-
tive measures to minimise 
risks. Evacuation of residents 
from vulnerable low-lying ar-
eas has already begun to en-
sure public safety.

The administration has also 

advised residents living in 
Kim and nearby areas, along 
with upstream river locations 
such as Valanja, Kathor and 
Gothan, to remain alert as in-
tense rainfall could trigger 
waterlogging and flooding.

Appealing to citizens to 
stay indoors during adverse 
weather conditions, Nagara-
jan urged people to shift valu-
ables to safer locations and 
ensure that families residing 
in flood-prone areas take all 
necessary precautions. He 
said the safety of students, 

workers and residents re-
mained the administration's 
top priority.

To strengthen emergency 
response, teams of the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) and State Di-
sas ter  Response  Force 
(SDRF) have been deployed 
across vulnerable locations. 
The Surat District Collector 
has also requested the State 
Government to keep an Army 
team on standby if the weath-
er situation worsens.

Meanwhile, District Devel-

opment Officer Devendra 
Prakash Meena said the entire 
district administration has 
been placed on full alert and 
urged citizens not to believe 
rumours circulating on social 
media. He advised residents 
to rely only on official up-
dates issued by the district 
administration.

n IMD issues Red Alert for Surat. 

n �Holiday declared for 
schools, colleges, indus-
tries and markets. 

n �Evacuation underway in 
low-lying areas.

n �NDRF and SDRF teams 
deployed. 

n �Army assistance sought 
as �precaution.

n �Citizens advised to avoid 
rumours and follow 
official advisories.

PM Approves 
Floating Solar 

Mission
NEW DELHI

 
The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Friday approved the 
Pradhan Mantri Surya Saro-
var Yojana (PM-SSY), a Rs 
5,070-crore initiative aimed at 
accelerating floating solar 
power generation across the 
country.

The scheme envisions the 
development of 5,000 MW of 
Floating Solar Photovoltaic 
(PV) projects along with 
co-located Energy Storage 
Systems having a minimum 
storage capacity of two hours, 
equivalent to 10,000 MWh. 
The projects will be sanc-
tioned between FY 2026-27 
and FY 2030-31, while finan-
cial assistance will continue 
until FY 2032-33.

The approval follows an as-
sessment by the National In-
stitute of Solar Energy 
(NISE), which estimated In-
dia's floating solar potential 
at  around 102.18 GWp 
across reservoirs and other 
suitable inland water bodies.

To encourage project de-
velopment, the Centre will 
provide financial assistance 
of Rs 1 crore per MW for el-
igible floating solar projects 
after successful commission-
ing. An additional grant of 
up to Rs 50 lakh per project 
will be available for feasibil-

ity studies, including ba-
thymetry, hydrography, envi-
ronmental assessments and 
other preparatory activities.

The scheme will benefit all 
states and Union Territories 
by increasing India's floating 
solar capacity from the cur-
rent 700 MW to 5,700 MW. 
Besides reducing depen-
dence on scarce land re-
sources, the projects will 
utilise existing reservoirs and 
industrial ponds while en-
hanc ing  g r id  s t ab i l i ty 
through integrated energy 
storage systems.

According to the govern-
ment, the initiative is expect-
ed to reduce nearly 10 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions annually and gen-
erate around 16,000–17,000 
full-time equivalent jobs. It 
will also promote domestic 
manufacturing of floating 
platforms, solar modules, en-
ergy storage systems and re-
lated equipment, supporting 
the vision of Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat.

The Union Cabinet 
approved a Rs 

5,070-crore scheme to 
boost floating solar 

capacity, strengthen 
energy storage and 

expand clean energy 
generation

Urban Ministry Gets Two Wings
NEW DELHI

 
Union Minister for Housing 
and Urban Affairs and Power 
Manohar Lal on Friday an-
nounced that the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
will now function through 
two separate departments to 
strengthen institutional capac-
ity and improve urban gover-
nance across the country.

Chairing the Parliamentary 
Consultative Committee 
meeting on Urban Planning, 
the minister said the restruc-
turing has created the Depart-
ment of Capital Development 
(DCD), or Rajdhani Vikas 
Vibhag, and the Department 
of  Urban Development 
(DUD), or Shahari Vikas 
Vibhag. The move is aimed at 
enhancing administrative effi-
ciency and enabling greater 
focus on the diverse and 

evolving needs of India's rap-
idly expanding urban popula-
tion.

Manohar Lal said the min-
istry's urban planning initia-
tives are guided by the objec-
tive of creating liveable, resil-
ient and citizen-centric cities. 
He stressed that effective ur-
ban planning, strong gover-
nance, water security and 
continuous capacity building 
are essential to meeting the 
aspirations of a rapidly urban-
ising nation.

The minister said the gov-
ernment is adopting a holistic 
approach by integrating plan-
ning, infrastructure, gover-
nance and service delivery to 
improve citizens' quality of 
life while building environ-
mentally sustainable, eco-
nomically vibrant and techno-
logically enabled cities.

During the meeting, mem-

bers of the Parliamentary 
Consultative Committee 
shared suggestions on various 
aspects of urban planning and 
governance. The minister 
welcomed the recommenda-
tions and assured that appro-
priate follow-up action would 
be taken to further strengthen 
the ministry's urban develop-
ment initiatives.

Secretary, Department of 
Capital Development, D. Tha-
ra, presented the ministry's 
roadmap for sustainable urban 
development. Meanwhile, 
Member  of  Par l iament 
Tokhan Sahu reaffirmed the 
government's commitment to 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's vision of Viksit Bharat 
2047, stating that the ministry 
is working towards planned, 
sustainable and future-ready 
urban growth across the coun-
try.

PM to unveil ₹17,900 
crore projects in Andhra
VISAKHAPATNAM

 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will dedicate to the na-
tion various development 
projects worth over ₹17,900 
crore during his visit to 
Andhra Pradesh on Saturday.

He will lay foundation 
stones and inaugurate multi-
ple projects at the inaugura-
tion of Alluri Sitarama Raju 
International Airport at 
Bhogapuram in Vizianagaram 
district.

The Prime Minister will lay 
the foundation for the ASIP 
Semiconductor Project at Vi-
sakhapatnam, being devel-
oped with an investment of 
over ₹460 crore. The facility 
is being developed by ASIP 
Technologies Pvt Ltd in part-
nership with APACT, Repub-
lic of Korea.

According to an official re-
lease, it is Andhra Pradesh’s 
first semiconductor manufac-
turing facility approved under 
the India Semiconductor Mis-
sion. The facility will manu-
facture around 96 million 
semiconductor chips annually 

and create high-skilled em-
ployment opportunities, while 
also fostering a robust ancil-
lary ecosystem to support 
semiconductor manufactur-
ing.

The Prime Minister will lay 
the foundation stone for the 
Transmission System for Inte-
gration of Kurnool-IV Re-
newable Energy Zone (REZ) 
– Phase-I (4.5 GW), being 
implemented by POWER-
GRID through a Special Pur-
pose Vehicle (SPV), with an 
investment of about ₹5,550 
crore.

He will also inaugurate the 
Transmission System for Kur-
nool Wind Energy Zone/Solar 
Ene rgy  Zone  (Andhra 
Pradesh) – Part A & Part B, 
implemented at a cost of 
around ₹3,550 crore, and the 
Transmission Scheme for So-
lar Energy Zone in Anantha-
puram (2,500 MW) and Kur-
nool (1,000 MW), implement-
ed by POWERGRID at a cost 
of over ₹820 crore.

These transmission projects 
will enable the evacuation of 
power generated.

305 Mobile Food Testing Labs Deployed 
Across States/UTs: FSSAI

NEW DELHI
 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority 
of India (FSSAI) has deployed 305 mo-
bile food testing laboratories, known as 
‘Food Safety on Wheels’, across States 
and Union Territories in country to 
strengthen food safety surveillance, test-
ing and public awareness, the government 
informed Parliament on Friday.

The initiative is part of the Strengthen-
ing of Food Testing System in the Coun-
try (SoFTeL) scheme, under which FSSAI 
has also upgraded 47 State Food Testing 
Laboratories with advanced analytical 
equipment and established 34 specialised 
microbiology laboratories to detect chem-
ical, heavy metal and biological contami-
nants.

The Food Safety and Standards Author-
ity of India, which is mandated to set sci-
ence-based standards for food articles and 
regulate their manufacture, storage, distri-
bution, sale and import, said the implemen-
tation and enforcement of the Food Safety 
and Standards Act, 2006 is a shared respon-
sibility between the Centre and the states.

The SoFTeL scheme in the country in-
cluding provision of MFTL is an initiative 
implemented by the FSSAI to upgrade state 
food laboratories, set up microbiology fa-
cilities and deploys mobile food testing 
vans, Union Minister of State for Health 
and Family Welfare Prataprao Jadhav said 

in a written reply in the Lok Sabha.\Under 
this scheme, 47 State Food Testing Labo-
ratories have been structur-
ally upgraded with advanced 
analytical equipment and 
34 specialised microbiolo-
gy laboratories have been 
established to detect chem-
ical, heavy metal and bio-
logical contaminants. 

MFTL or FSW provides 
the widest outreach for 
food testing, training and 
awareness programme, es-
pecially in the villages, 
towns and remote areas. 

Currently, 305 FSWs are 
deployed across 35 States/
UTs, he added.

To strengthen food test-
ing infrastructure, FSSAI 
has notified 259 National 
Accreditation Board for 
Testing and Calibration Lab-
oratories (NABL)-accredited 
laboratories for the analysis 
of food samples, along with 
24 Referral Food Laborato-
ries for testing appeal sam-
ples. 

The regulator has also in-
troduced several tools to 
help detect food adultera-
tion. 

Banned Narcotic Medicines Worth 
Rs 40 Lakh Seized in Patna

PATNA
 

As part of Bihar’s ongoing 
campaign against drug traf-
ficking, the state Prohibition 
Department conducted a ma-
jor raid in the Mehdiganj po-
lice station area in Patna dis-
trict and seized a large con-
signment of banned narcotic 
medicines.

The seized substances, in-
cluding codeine-based cough 
syrup, narcotic tablets and in-
jections, are estimated to be 
worth around Rs 40 lakh in 
the illegal market. The action 
was carried out by a special 
team following directions 
from the department head-

quarters.
The operation was led by 

Deputy Commissioner Suren-
dra Kumar. Assistant Com-
missioner Prem Prakash, 
Drug Inspector Ajay Kumar, 
Prohibition Inspector Deepak 
Mahto, ASIs Gautam Kumar, 
Dharmendra Kumar and 
Vidyuta Kumari, along with 
Constable Amit, were part of 
the enforcement team.

Officials said the raid was 
conducted at a warehouse in 
the Mehdiganj area, where a 
substantial quantity of prohib-
ited medicines was allegedly 
stored for illegal distribution.

Following the seizure, the 
Prohibition Department.

Without Ethanol Blending, 
Petrol Price Could Have Hit 

Rs 125 Per Litre: Govt
NEW DELHI

 
Petrol prices in Delhi would have risen to 
around Rs 125 per litre during the recent West 
Asian crisis without ethanol blending, the gov-
ernment said on Friday, claiming the programme 
helped consumers save nearly Rs 30 per litre by 
cushioning the impact of the global crude oil 
price surge.

According to the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, when the Indian crude basket 
climbed to around $135 per barrel during the 
crisis, petrol without ethanol blending was pro-
jected to retail at about Rs 125 per litre in the 
national capital.

However, consumers paid Rs 94.77 per litre as 
20 per cent of every litre comprised domestical-
ly produced ethanol procured at stable, pre-
agreed prices.
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El Nino threatens Brazil hydropower
SAO PAULO

 
Hydropower operators in 
southern Brazil are preparing 
for heavier rainfall and possi-
ble flooding as scientists warn 
that a severe El Niño weather 
pattern could affect the region 
in the coming months.

Brazilian units of China 
Three Gorges (CTG) and 
French energy company En-
gie said they are strengthen-
ing safety and emergency 
measures to manage large 
volumes of water that may 
need to be released from res-
ervoirs. Preparations include 
testing spillways, improving 

flood protection at power fa-
cilities and coordinating with 
communities living down-
stream from dams.

Brazil depends on hydro-
power for around two-thirds 
of its electricity generation, 
making changes in rainfall 
patterns a major concern for 
energy security. While hydro-
power provides flexible and 
relatively clean electricity, 
prolonged droughts and ex-
treme rainfall can disrupt op-
erations and place pressure on 
the national power system.

Rainfall across hydroelec-
tric basins in southern Brazil 
reached 256 per cent of the 

long-term average in July, ac-
cording to data from grid op-
erator ONS. Reservoir levels 
rose to 88 per cent of capaci-
ty, recovering from critically 
low levels of around 30 per 
cent recorded in April after 
months of unfavourable 
weather.

Meteorologists said the re-
cent heavy rainfall was not 
directly caused by El Niño, 
but the climate phenomenon 
is expected to begin influenc-
ing southern Brazil in the 
coming weeks. El Nino typi-
cally warms Pacific Ocean 
surface temperatures and can 
bring intense rainfall.

BRAZIL DAMS SECURED

QUICK READ

Balochistan 
mine blast death toll 

reaches 34

Southport killer 
charged over prison 

attacks

Quetta
The death toll from a 

methane gas explosion 
at a coal mine in Paki-

stan’s Balochistan prov-
ince has risen to 34, offi-

cials said on Friday, as 
rescue operations con-
tinued to locate miners 

still trapped beneath 
the debris. The explo-

sion occurred at a mine 
in the Sorange area af-

ter methane gas report-
edly accumulated deep 
underground. A major 

section of the mine col-
lapsed following the 

blast. Officials said 41 
miners were inside 

when the incident oc-
curred. Rescue teams 

from the mines depart-
ment, emergency ser-
vices and district ad-

ministration are contin-
uing efforts to recover 
the remaining workers. 
Authorities said meth-

ane gas remains a major 
cause of fatal coal mine 

accidents in Ba-
lochistan.

London
Axel Rudakubana, the 
teenager serving a life 

sentence for murdering 
three young girls at a Tay-
lor Swift-themed dance 

event in Southport in 
2024, has been charged 

with multiple assaults on 
prison staff, police said 
on Friday. Rudakubana, 
now 19, faces charges of 

attempted grievous bodi-
ly harm over an incident 
in May 2025, assaulting 
emergency workers and 
possessing an offensive 
weapon in prison. He is 
scheduled to appear at 

Westminster Magistrates’ 
Court on September 11. 

He was jailed for a mini-
mum of 52 years after ad-

mitting the murders of 
three girls and injuring 10 

others during the knife at-
tack.

I, JABEENA BANU AZAM 
KHAN, W/o. Aslam Ahmed, 
Resident of No.485, 5th Cross, 
Rama Tent Road, Venkatesh-
puram, Bengaluru-560045, 
have changed my name to  
JABEENA BANU, Vide Af-
fidavit Dated: 24.07.2026 
before Notary CHAN-
DRASHEKAR. M., Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MUBEENA SULTHANA D/O  
Sikandar residing at , 1st Cross, 
FLORE MILL NAZARABAD 
CIRCEL  Tumkur TOWN-
572102 TUMAKURU Karna-
taka, have changed my name 
from MUBEENA SULTANA to 
MUBEENA SULTHANA W/o SAYED 
HASSAIN , vide affidavit dated 
30.07.2026 before Shafiq Ahmed 
, Advocate & Notary, Tumkur.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUL KHADER RAWOOF, 
resident of No. 22, Flat No.002, 
Ground Floor, Ficus Infra, 1st 
Cross, RBI Colony, Jayanagar 3rd 
Block East, Bengaluru-560011, 
have changed my name to ABDUL 
KHADIR RAWOOF, Vide affidavit 
dated: 31.07.2025 before notary 
R. SULAKSHANA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Misri reviews India-Bhutan 
development cooperation progress

The Bhutan King praised advances, reaffirming strong ties between nations
THIMPHU

 
Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri called on Bhutan King 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck on Friday and re-
viewed progress in bilateral 
development cooperation 
during his official visit to the 
Himalayan nation.

During the audience, Misri 
shared details of the progress 
made under India-Bhutan de-
velopment initiatives and dis-
cussed cooperation across 
various sectors. 

Misri is visiting Bhutan at 
the invitation of his Bhuta-
nese counterpart, Pema Lekt-
up Dorji, to co-chair the fifth 
India-Bhutan Development 
Cooperation Talks, also 
known as Plan Talks, under 
Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year Plan 
for 2024-29.

The Foreign Secretary also 

called on Bhutan Prime Min-
ister Tshering Tobgay and 
Foreign Affairs and External 
Trade Minister Lyonpo DN 
Dhungyel. 

The two sides reviewed co-
operation in development 
partnership, energy, trade and 
investment, connectivity, peo-
ple-to-people exchanges and 
regional issues of mutual in-
terest.

During the Plan Talks, of-
ficials assessed the imple-
mentation of India’s support 
package of INR/Nu. 100 bil-
lion, or ₹10,000 crore, for 
Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year 
Plan. The assistance includes 
Project Tied Assistance, High 
Impact Community Develop-
ment Projects, the Economic 
Stimulus Programme and 
programme grants.

India approved 12 new 
Project Tied Assistance proj-

ects worth INR/Nu. 3,320 
million, covering infrastruc-
ture, healthcare, agriculture, 
urban facilities and disaster 
management. With these ad-
ditions, 82 projects worth 
INR/Nu. 68,600 million have 
been approved under the cur-
rent plan.

Misri and Dorji also virtu-
ally inaugurated the Thimphu 
Ecological Park and Olakha 
Park. India handed over 45 
electric vehicles to Bhutan 
under an e-mobility initia-
tive.

The two sides also ex-
changed agreements for a 
₹4,000-crore concessional 
line of credit for energy proj-
ects and cooperation between 
AIIMS, New Delhi, and Bhu-
tan’s Khesar Gyalpo Univer-
sity of Medical Science. The 
next Plan Talks will be held in 
New Delhi.

Bhutan-India plan talks 
n �India supports Bhutan’s 

thirteenth plan.
n �Officials approved twelve 

new infrastructure projects.

n �Eighty-two total projects 
now approved.

n �Leaders virtually inaugu-
rated two parks.

n �India handed over elec-
tric vehicles.

Meloni threatens 
Schengen suspension 

over Ceuta crisis
ROME

 
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni has warned that Italy 
could adopt “extraordinary 
measures,” including sus-
pending Schengen arrange-
ments with Spain, following a 
surge in irregular migration to 
the Spanish enclave of Ceuta.

In a statement posted on X, 
Meloni said the scenes emerg-
ing from Ceuta highlighted 
the security risks posed by 
uncontrolled illegal immigra-
tion along Europe’s borders. 
She said she had discussed 
the situation with Italian Inte-
rior Minister Matteo Piante-
dosi and that the government 
would not remain passive.

Meloni said reiterated her 
government’s commitment to 
combating human trafficking, 
strengthening border controls 
and ensuring effective repa-
triation of irregular migrants.

Italian Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani also support-
ed the possibility of restrict-
ing Schengen arrangements 
with Spain. He criticised the 
Spanish government’s deci-
sion to grant Spanish and Eu-
ropean citizenship to more 
than 500,000 irregular mi-
grants, arguing that the move 
could encourage human traf-
ficking and pose risks to na-
tional security.

The comments followed 
reports that hundreds of mi-
grants travelled from Moroc-

co to Ceuta on Thursday, 
with many attempting to 
reach Tarajal beach by swim-
ming or using inflatable de-
vices. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Jose Manuel Albares strongly 
criticised Tajani’s remarks, 
describing them as inappro-
priate for the foreign minister 
of a partner and friendly Eu-
ropean country. Albares said 
Spain expected European 
solidarity rather than partisan 
rhetoric and announced that 
he had summoned Italy’s am-
bassador.

Albares also said the de-
velopments in Ceuta were 
linked to a court ruling and 
were unrelated to the claims 
made by Tajani regarding cit-
izenship policy.

Reports said at least nine 
people died while attempting 
to reach Ceuta. The region’s 
president urged the Spanish 
government to declare a na-
tional emergency and assume 
greater control, saying local 
authorities were overwhelmed 
by the sharp increase in irreg-
ular crossings.

Relevant authorities were being 
convened to consider possible 
measures aimed at protecting 

Italy’s borders and ensuring public 
safety.

-Giorgia Meloni, Italian Prime 
Minister

Iran claims strike on US base
TEHRAN

 
Iran’s army said it had carried 
out a drone strike against US 
military facilities at an air 
base in Kuwait in retaliation 
for what Tehran described as 
an American attack on Qeshm 
Island.

According to Iranian state-
linked reports, the operation 
targeted strategic US military 
infrastructure at the Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Air Base in Kuwait. 
Iranian officials said the at-
tack was launched in response 
to US strikes on several loca-
tions in Iran, including 
Qeshm Island.

Iranian military sources 
claimed that suicide drones 
were used in the operation 
and that key facilities linked 
to US military activities were 
targeted. However, indepen-
dent confirmation of the ex-
tent of the damage or any 
casualties was not immedi-
ately available.

The reported strike came 
amid escalating tensions be-
tween Tehran and Washing-
ton following a series of mil-

itary exchanges across the 
region. Iranian authorities 
said the action was part of 
their response to attacks that 
they alleged had caused ci-
vilian casualties and damage 
inside Iran.

Reports indicated that US 
strikes had hit multiple Irani-
an locations, including areas 
connected with military and 
drone infrastructure. Tehran 
warned that the United States 
would face consequences for 
the attacks and said it re-

served the right to respond to 
what it described as aggres-
sion.

The incident has raised 
concerns about a wider re-
gional escalation, particularly 
because Kuwait hosts major 
US military facilities and 
plays an important role in re-
gional security operations. 
Any confirmed attack on a 
US-operated base could fur-
ther increase tensions and 
trigger additional military or 
diplomatic responses.

Iran’s announcement had 
not been independently veri-
fied, and there was no imme-
diate detailed response from 
US or Kuwaiti authorities 
regarding the reported strike. 
The situation remained fluid, 
with officials monitoring de-
velopments and assessing the 
impact of the latest escala-
tion.

The exchange underscores 
the growing risk that the con-
flict could spread further 
across the Middle East, draw-
ing additional countries and 
military installations into the 
confrontation.

Kuwait base 
struck

Unverified Iranian drone 
strikes on US military 

facilities in Kuwait have 
heightened regional 
escalation concerns. 

With strategic American 
assets hosted locally, 

authorities closely mon-
itor developments as 

officials assess potential 
responses to the unfold-

ing crisis. 

Nepal coordinates with Pakistan 
for Broad Peak rescue

KATHMANDU
 

Nepal has stepped up coordi-
nation with Pakistan to sup-
port search and rescue opera-
tions after an avalanche 
struck Broad Peak in the 
Karakoram range, leaving 
several international climb-
ers, including Nepali moun-
taineers, missing.

Nepal’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said it was deep-
ly concerned by reports that 
climbers from different coun-
tries had lost contact follow-
ing the avalanche on the 
8,047-metre mountain. The 
ministry urged all concerned 
authorities and stakeholders 
to take immediate measures 
and coordinate closely to ac-
celerate the search and rescue 
mission.

The missing group report-
edly includes prominent Ne-
pali mountaineer Nirmal Pur-
ja, along with other Nepali 
climbers. Pakistani authori-

ties, the Alpine Club of Paki-
stan and rescue teams have 
launched a major operation 
in the remote high-altitude 
region. Army aviation heli-
copters and ground teams 
have also been deployed, al-
though adverse weather and 
difficult terrain have ham-
pered rescue efforts.

Broad Peak, located near 
K2 in Pakistan’s Gilg-
it-Baltistan region, is the 
world’s 12th-highest moun-
tain and is considered one of 
the most challenging peaks 
for climbers. The avalanche 
reportedly occurred at an al-
titude of around 6,600 metres 
while the expedition was at-
tempting to move towards 

the summit.
Pakistani rescue teams 

have located four bodies, 
while efforts are continuing 
to trace the remaining miss-
ing climbers. Officials have 
cautioned that severe weath-
er, heavy snow and the 
mountain’s rugged terrain are 
making the operation ex-
tremely difficult.

Nepal has assured Pakistan 
of its full cooperation and is 
maintaining contact with rel-
evant authorities, expedition 
organisers and the families of 
the affected climbers. The 
incident has caused deep 
concern within Nepal’s 
mountaineering community, 
given the involvement of 
several experienced Nepali 
climbers.

Authorities said the search 
operation would continue as 
weather conditions permit, 
with rescuers working to lo-
cate survivors and bring 
those affected to safety.

Bangladesh 
violence claims 

74 lives
DHAKA

 
At least 74 people were killed 
in mob attacks and political 
violence across Bangladesh 
between April and June this 
year, according to a quarterly 
report released by Dha-
ka-based human rights organ-
isation Odhikar.

The report recorded 33 
deaths in mob attacks, with 
many victims allegedly beat-
en to death on suspicion of 
theft or robbery. Others were 
killed during informal village 
arbitration or following accu-
sations of offending religious 
sentiments.

Odhikar said the incidents 
reflected a continuing decline 
in public confidence in 
law-enforcement agencies and 
the justice system, leading 
some people to take the law 
into their own hands.

Political violence claimed 
another 41 lives and left 970 
people injured during the 
three-month period. 

Israel says Hezbollah 
tunnels dismantled

JERUSALEM
 

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said 
on Friday that it had dismantled sev-
eral key underground tunnels beneath 
the Beaufort Ridge in southern Leba-
non, describing the network as a ma-
jor Hezbollah command centre used 
to direct attacks against Israeli forces 
and civilians.

According to the IDF, the tunnel 
complex consisted of several under-
ground levels constructed over nearly 
two decades. Israeli forces said the 
network served as a strategic Hezbol-
lah stronghold and played a central 
role in coordinating military activities 
in the region.

In a separate operation near Majdal 
Zoun, IDF troops said they discov-
ered weapons and military equipment 
within civilian infrastructure. The 
reported cache included Kalashnikov 
rifles, magazines, ammunition, gre-
nades, explosives, explosive devices, 
anti-tank missiles and mortar shells. 
The military said structures allegedly 
used by Hezbollah were also disman-
tled.

Earlier this week, the IDF an-
nounced the destruction of another 
underground tunnel that it said had 
functioned as a Hezbollah headquar-
ters. The approximately 55-me-
tre-long tunnel was reportedly located 
beneath a construction-materials fac-
tory, about 300 metres from a United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) facility. The tunnel con-
tained three living quarters and an 
underground shaft connected to 
weapons storage areas, the IDF said.

Israeli forces also reported finding 
rifles, rocket-propelled grenades, ex-
plosive devices, grenades and other 
military equipment in the security 
zone. The IDF said troops fired at a 
person in the Ras Bayada area after 
determining that the individual had 
approached in a manner considered 
threatening.

The latest operations come ahead 
of a new round of US-mediated talks 
between Israel and Lebanon sched-
uled to take place in Rome from Au-
gust 4 to 6. 

CHANGE OF NAME
I, CHI NA KARL MARX S/o Chi Na Ramu, 
aged about 30 years, residing at No. 17/1, 
5th Main, 4th Block, MLA Layout, Dollars 
Colony, Sanjaynagar, RMV Extension 2nd 
Stage, Bangalore-560094, I state that my 
names mentioned in Aadhaar Card No: 7488 
9041 6553- CHI NA KARL MARX, Driving Licence 
Νo: ΚΑ01 20140006090- CHI NA KARLMARX & 
Secondary School Examinat ion Rol l  No: 
010139132035-  KARL MARX. Therefore
I declare that my correct name is CHI NA KARL 
MARX and shall be used for all my further 
documents and records. Vide affidavit dated: 
31.07.2026, Sworn before Advocate & Notary 
Public ONKARAPPA. N. R, at Bangalore-560021.

WEST URGED TO BACK INDIA AS 
CHINA COUNTERWEIGHT

NEW DELHI
 

Western nations must signifi-
cantly increase investment in 
India if they want a credible 
strategic and industrial coun-
terbalance to China, accord-
ing to a report by an Austra-
lia-based Institute.

The report argues that while 
Western governments have 
regarded India as vital to the 
global order over the past 
two decades, they have 
failed to match that commit-
ment with capital invest-

ment. Instead, decades of 
investment in China have 
strengthened a strategic com-
petitor.

The report says India is 
not yet an industrial alterna-
tive to China but remains the 
only country with the scale 
to become one. 

It notes that current "China 
Plus One" strategies are in-
sufficient because companies 
continue to favour China due 
to its superior infrastructure 
and manufacturing ecosys-
tem.
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Modi Hails India’s Medal Winners
PM Narendra Modi congratulated Lovepreet Singh and Seema Kaliramna after 
their medal-winning performances at the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday congratulated 
Indian weightlifter Lovepreet 
Singh and discus thrower See-
ma Kaliramna for securing 
silver and bronze medals re-
spectively at the Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow, 
applauding their determina-
tion and commitment to ex-
cellence.

Lovepreet delivered an out-
standing performance in the 
men’s +110kg weightlifting 
event, finishing with a com-
bined lift of 388kg. The Indi-
an lifter narrowly missed the 
gold medal by just one kilo-
gram, with New Zealand’s 
David Liti claiming the title 
after lifting 389kg. Despite 
the close finish, Lovepreet 
etched his name in the record 
books by setting a new Com-
monwealth Games record in 
the snatch event.

Taking to X, Prime Minister 
Modi praised Lovepreet’s re-

markable achievement, high-
lighting his dedication and 
wishing him greater success 
in future competitions.

In athletics, Seema Kali-
ramna earned a bronze medal 
in the women’s discus throw 
with a best effort of 58.65m. 
Battling challenging condi-
tions, she managed only two 
valid throws out of six at-
tempts. After opening with a 

foul, Seema recorded throws 
of 57.32m and 58.65m before 
ending the competition with 
three consecutive fouls. Her 
second-round effort proved 
enough to secure a place on 
the podium.

The Prime Minister also 
lauded Seema’s performance, 
stating that her achievement 
had made the nation proud 
and inspired young athletes 

across the country.
The two podium finishes 

further strengthened India’s 
campaign at the Common-
wealth Games. With Love-
preet’s record-breaking dis-
play and Seema’s resilient 
performance under difficult 
conditions, India’s medal tally 
rose to 17, comprising three 
gold, 10 silver and four 
bronze medals.

PM Modi on X
Exceptional perfor-

mance by Lovepreet 
Singh... His dedication 
and determination are 

truly admirable.

Congratulations to 
Seema for securing a 
Bronze... Her efforts 

have made India proud 
and motivated the youth 

of our nation.

PALMER EYES STRONG 
CHELSEA COMEBACK

PALMER WORLD CUP SNUB

SYDNEY

Chelsea midfielder Cole 
Palmer has revealed that be-
ing left out of England’s FIFA 
World Cup 2026 squad was a 
major disappointment but be-
l ieves  the setback has 
strengthened his determina-
tion to perform at the highest 
level this season.

Palmer was among the sur-
prise omissions from Thomas 
Tuchel’s England squad de-
spite his impressive contribu-
tion during England’s run to 
the UEFA Euro 2024 final. 
The 24-year-old admitted that 
Chelsea’s inconsistent Pre-
mier League campaign last 
season played a part in his 
exclusion from the national 
team.

Reflecting on the disap-
pointment, Palmer said miss-
ing out has motivated him to 
work harder and prove his 
worth. He added that setbacks 

are part of a 
footba l le r ’s 
journey and 
should be used 
as fuel for im-
p r o v e m e n t 
ra ther  than 
discouragement.

Although disappointed to 
miss England’s World Cup 
campaign, Palmer said the ex-
tended summer break gave 
him valuable time to recover 
physically and mentally. After 
enjoying seven weeks away 
from football, he believes he 
is refreshed and fully pre-
pared for the new season.

Chelsea will begin the cam-

paign under new head coach 
Xabi Alonso following a dis-
appointing 10th-place finish 
in the Premier League last 
season. Palmer praised Alon-
so and his coaching staff, de-

scribing their 
arrival as a 
p o s i t i v e 
change that 
has brought 
fresh ideas 
and renewed 
en thus iasm 
wi th in  t he 
squad.

The midfielder also ex-
pressed delight at Chelsea’s 
signing of Morgan Rogers 
from Aston Villa in a Brit-
ish-record transfer. Having 
grown up together in Man-
chester City’s academy and 
represented England at youth 
level, Palmer said he is excit-
ed to reunite with one of his 
closest friends at Stamford 
Bridge.

If someone tells you you’re 
essentially not good enough to 

get in the squad, then you’re 
going to think, ‘all right’, and try 

and work even harder. 

– Cole Palmer, Chelsea midfielder

Indian Forwards Eye WC Success
NEW DELHI

As the Indian men's hockey 
team prepares for the FIH 
Hockey World Cup 2026, for-
wards Mandeep Singh, 
Abhishek and Shilanand 
Lakra have highlighted the 
importance of teamwork, 
chemistry and disciplined 
preparation in their bid to lead 
India to success.

India will begin their cam-
paign in Pool D against Wales 
on August 15 before facing 
England and arch-rivals Paki-
stan in the tournament, jointly 
hosted by Belgium and the 
Netherlands from August 15 
to 30.

Veteran striker Mandeep 
Singh, who will be playing in 
his fourth Hockey World Cup, 
said his role has evolved from 
learning alongside senior 
players to mentoring the next 
generation. He noted that he 
regularly shares his experi-
ence with younger teammates, 
helping them deal with pres-
sure and make better deci-
sions in crucial moments.

Mandeep also revealed that 
India's forwards have been 

working extensively on im-
proving movement inside the 
attacking circle, creating bet-
ter connections and ensuring 
every attack results in a 
meaningful outcome, whether 
through a goal, a shot on tar-
get or a penalty corner.

Making his World Cup de-
but, Shilanand Lakra credited 
senior players, particularly 
Mandeep, for guiding him 

through the demands of inter-
national hockey. He added 
that modern forwards are ex-
pected to contribute both in 
attack and defence, making 
pressing and tackling equally 
important. Meanwhile, prolif-
ic striker Abhishek empha-
sised that consistency starts 
with hard work off the ball. 

Indian Forwards 
Stress Teamwork
n �Mandeep Singh: A 

good striker is never 
just focused on scoring 
goals. Hockey is a team 
game.

n �Shilanand Lakra: 
Mandeep always mo-
tivates me and guides 
me. Those conversa-
tions help me keep 
learning.

n �Abhishek: Consistency 
starts without the ball. 
Off-the-ball movement 
and pressing are ex-
tremely important.

India's forward 
line has stressed 

teamwork, consistency 
and preparation ahead 

of the FIH Hockey 
World Cup 2026 in 

Europe.

Alzarri Joseph Rebukes 
Sammy Over Remarks

ST JOHN’S 

West Indies fast bowler Alz-
arri Joseph has strongly de-
fended his decision to miss 
the ongoing Test series 
against Pakistan, accusing 
head coach Daren Sammy of 
creating a misleading narra-
tive by publicly stating that he 
had declined selection.

The controversy began after 
Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
announced the squad for the 
two-match Test series, citing 
Joseph's absence due to per-
sonal reasons. However, a day 
later, Sammy revealed that the 
pacer had been selected but 
chose not to be part of the 
squad, prompting widespread 
speculation about his commit-
ment to Test cricket.

Breaking his silence, Jo-
seph explained that his deci-
sion was based entirely on 
managing his fitness after re-
covering from a recurrent 
lower-back stress fracture that 
kept him out of international 
cricket for nearly a year. He 
said he had discussed his con-

dition with both Sammy and 
Cricket West Indies before 
deciding that his body was 
not ready for the physical de-
mands of Test cricket.

Joseph expressed disap-
pointment with Sammy's 
comments, saying the coach 
was fully aware of the cir-
cumstances but still chose to 
make a statement that lacked 
context. He argued that the 
remarks fuelled unnecessary 
criticism and created an inac-
curate public perception of his 
decision.

The fast bowler pointed out 
that he had recently complet-
ed five consecutive One-Day 
Internationals against New 
Zealand and felt it would be 
unwise to immediately transi-
tion into a demanding Test 
series. He stressed that pro-
tecting his long-term fitness 
was the priority after suffer-
ing a second stress fracture.

Joseph maintained that 
there was clear communica-
tion with the team manage-
ment throughout the process 
and insisted his absence had 

nothing to do with a lack of 
commitment, but everything 
to do with ensuring he re-
turns to Test cricket only 
when fully fit.

Joseph Clears Air 
on Test Absence
• Joseph rejects Sammy's 
declined selection claim. 

• Says decision was based on 
injury recovery. 

• Recovering from recurrent 
lower-back stress fracture. 

• Recently played five ODIs 
after year-long layoff. 

• Calls coach's remarks 
controversial, without 

context. 

Former Italy captain & 
AC Milan legend Franco 

Baresi dies at 66
MILAN

Former Italy captain and AC 
Milan legend Franco Baresi, 
widely regarded as one of the 
greatest defenders in football 
history, has died at the age of 
66 after battling illness, the 
Serie A club announced on 
Friday.

A seven-time Ballon d'Or 
nominee, finishing runner-up 
in 1989 to Marco van Basten, 
the former AC Milan and 
Italian national team defend-
er is ranked 33rd in the IFF-
HS's list of the best footbal-
lers of the 20th century. He 
has also been inducted into 
the Italian Football Hall of 
Fame since 2013.

Baresi represented Italy 81 
times. He was part of the Az-
zurri squad that won the 
1982 FIFA World Cup in 
Spain, although he did not 
feature during the tourna-
ment. Twelve years later, he 
captained Italy to the 1994 
FIFA World Cup final in the 
United States, producing a 
memorable performance in 
the title clash against Brazil 
despite recovering from a 
knee injury suffered earlier in 
the competition.

With the Azzurri, he partic-
ipated in three World Cups 
(1982, 1990, and 1994) and 
two European Championships 
(1980 and 1988), making 81 
appearances and scoring one 
goal.

Italian football has lost one 
of its legends, Italian Football 
Federation President Giovan-
ni Malago said. An extraordi-
nary champion who wore 
only two jerseys throughout 
his career: AC Milan and the 
Azzurri. A romantic choice, 
one that earned him a place in 
the hearts of fans and millions 
of Italians. We will remember 
him as he deserves during the 
national team's upcoming 
matches, the team for which 
he always demonstrated ex-
ceptional dedication, becom-
ing one of its most glorious 
symbols, he added.

A legend of AC Milan, the 
team he played for for twenty 
seasons, winning six Scudetti, 
three European Cups, two In-
tercontinental Cups, two 
UEFA Super Cups, and four 
Italian Super Cups.

FIFA defends 
private investment 
plan amid backlash
NEW DELHI

FIFA defended its proposal to 
allow private investors to ac-
quire ownership interests in 
the World Cup and other com-
petitions, saying nobody is 
selling football and claimed 
the consultation process had 
been disrupted by incorrect 
media reports.

The Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA), 
which represents 55 member 
associations and organizes the 
continent's leading club com-
petitions, has announced that 
its 55 members will not partic-
ipate in FIFA competitions till 
the proposal to allow private 
investors to acquire ownership 
interests in the World Cup and 
other competitions remains in 
place.

Moreover, Concacaf also 
convened a meeting of the 
presidents of its 41 Member 
Associations, together with its 
President, Council members, 
and its FIFA Council mem-
bers, and rejected proposal.

We respect the feedback and 
concern aired in public and re-
affirm our commitment to an 
open and democratic consulta-
tion, FIFA said in a statement 
on Friday. Our planned consul-
tation process was disrupted 
by incorrect media reports.

We will proceed with this 
consultation process to ensure 
that each MA has the ability to 
express its vote based on facts. 
Nobody is selling football. 
This is not something FIFA 
would ever entertain, it added.

Delighted to begin new DPL 
season, tournament has 
grown: DDCA President

NEW DELHI

Delhi and District Cricket As-
sociation (DDCA) President 
Rohan Jaitley said the Delhi 
Premier League (DPL) has 
grown tremendously over the 
years, adding that cricket fans 
in the capital can look for-
ward to another highly com-
petitive and exciting edition 
starting Friday at the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium.

The third season of the 
tournament will kick off with 
Central Delhi Kings taking on 
Purani Dilli 6 in the men's 
competition on Friday eve-
ning. It will be preceded by a 
star-studded opening ceremo-
ny featuring live performanc-
es by singers Sunanda Sharma 
and Sukhbir Singh.

We are delighted to begin 
another season of the Delhi 
Premier League. The tourna-
ment has grown tremendously 
over the last editions, and the 
support from players, fran-
chises and fans has been in-
credible.

We are confident this sea-
son will be even more excit-
ing, with high-quality cricket, 
close contests and a wonder-
ful atmosphere at the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium. We look for-
ward to seeing fans come out 
in large numbers and enjoy 
the tournament, Jaitley said in 
a statement on Friday.

Ahead of the opening 
clash, Central Delhi Kings 
skipper Yash Dhull, who cap-
tained India to 2022 U19 

World Cup title, said his 
team has undergone thorough 
preparations and are eager to 
hit the ground running. The 
team has trained really well 
over the last few weeks, and 
everyone is excited for the 
new season.

We have a balanced squad 
with a good mix of experi-
enced and young players. Our 
focus is on playing fearless 
cricket, staying consistent and 
giving our best in every 
match, he said.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Purani Dilli 6 captain 
Anuj Rawat stated that his 
side is geared up to play op-
timistic cricket. The excite-
ment around the Delhi Pre-
mier League is growing ev-
ery year, and we are looking 
forward to getting our cam-
paign underway.

‘Haven’t come across 
Fleming, but heard 
good things about 

him’: Robinson
LONDON

Fast bowler Ollie Robinson said he has 
‘heard good things’ about incoming head 
coach Stephen Fleming and is looking for-
ward to an exciting new era for England's 
Test side following a turbulent time that 
saw skipper Ben Stokes retire from inter-
national cricket and Brendon McCullum 
get sacked from his coaching role.

The England & Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) confirmed on Thursday that Flem-
ing, the former New Zealand captain who 
recently left as five-time champions Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK) head coach, would 
take the Test coach role after parting ways 
with McCullum in the wake of England's 
2-1 series defeat to New Zealand.

It’s always a novelty getting someone 
new in. I haven’t come across Stephen 
Fleming but I’ve heard good things. So 
that will be interesting to see how he 
wants to play – another Kiwi. We’ll see 
how we go. It’s exciting.

Whenever you get a change, it’s always 
exciting just to see how it’s going to be, 
how the group’s going to go. It’s about 
winning games of cricket at the end of the 
day. I think we maybe went away from 
that too much but playing with Baz and 
Ben was so fun and enjoyable. It’s a 
shame that’s finished but I’m excited 
someone new is coming in, Robinson was 
quoted as saying by The i Paper.

Robinson, who is aiming to return for 
England’s upcoming Test series against 
Pakistan starting on August 19, admitted 
that the sudden departures of Stokes left 
the dressing room stunned.
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Maldives-India Favara-UPI corridor goes live
NEW DELHI

Real-time digital fund transfers 
between the Maldives and In-
dia have commenced through 
the newly operational Fa-
vara-UPI cross-border payment 
corridor, marking a significant 
step in strengthening financial 
connectivity and economic co-
operation between the two 
countries.

The service links the Mal-
dives’ instant payment system, 
Favara, with India’s Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), en-
abling eligible users in the 
Maldives to send money direct-

ly to UPI-enabled bank ac-
counts in India through mobile 
banking applications. Transfers 
are processed in real time, 
making cross-border remittanc-
es faster and more convenient.

Under the arrangement, pay-
ments are initiated in Maldivi-
an Rufiyaa and credited to ben-
eficiaries in India in Indian 

Rupees. The service has initial-
ly been introduced through the 
Bank of Maldives Plc and Mal-
dives Islamic Bank Plc.

The corridor currently sup-
ports permitted person-to-per-
son transfers, including fami-
ly-maintenance remittances and 
eligible gift remittances. The 
initiative is expected to benefit 

Maldivian residents with family 
members, students or other fi-

nancial commitments in India 
by reducing the time required 
for cross-border transfers.

The project was implement-
ed through cooperation among 
the Maldives Monetary Author-
ity, the Reserve Bank of India, 
NPCI International Payments 
Limited, participating banks 
and other stakeholders. The 
launch follows efforts by both 
countries to expand digi-
tal-payment integration and 
improve the efficiency of 
cross-border financial services. 
Officials said the payment cor-
ridor would be expanded in 
phases. 

RUFIYAA RUPEE REMITTANCE
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Global smartphone 
revenue hits  

record $109 billion

Mumbai  
property registrations  

rise over 8%

Leela palaces Q1 profit falls 71%

CH NES, New Delhi 
Global smartphone reve-
nue rose 7 per cent year-
on-year to a record $109 

billion in the second quar-
ter of 2026, driven by high-
er device prices and strong 

demand for premium 
smartphones, a Counter-

point Research report said. 
Average selling prices in-

creased 17 per cent to a re-
cord $400 as manufactur-
ers shifted focus from ship-

ment volumes to high-
er-value devices amid rising 

memory and component 
costs. Apple recorded the 

strongest growth, with rev-
enue rising 22 per cent and 

its global revenue share 
reaching a record 49 per 

cent. Samsung ranked sec-
ond with a 16 per cent sha 
re. Xiaomi, OPPO and vivo 
reported revenue declines 
amid weaker shipments.

CH NES, New Delhi
Mumbai is projected to re-
cord 13,617 property regis-
tra tions in July 2026, an 

8.3 per cent year-on-year 
increase and the city’s 

strongest July performance 
in more than 14 years, ac-

cording to Knight Frank In-
dia. The Maharashtra govt 
is expected to collect Rs 
1,223 crore in stamp duty, 

up 8.9 percent from a year 
earlier. Registrations rose  

2 per cent month-on-
month, while revenue  

collections increased 13 
per cent. The strong per-
forma nce reflects sus-
tained home buyer de-

mand and growing interest 
in higher-value homes. 

MUMBAI

Leela Palaces Hotels & Re-
sorts reported a 71.46 per cent 
sequential decline in consoli-
dated net profit to Rs 49 crore 
for the quarter ended June 30, 
compared with Rs 171.7 crore 
in the preceding quarter. 

However, profit surged 444 
per cent year-on-year from Rs 
9 crore. Revenue from opera-

tions rose 28 per cent annually 
to Rs 352 crore, while adjust-
ed EBITDA increased 41.6 
per cent to Rs 143 crore. 

The EBITDA margin ex-
panded to 40.6 per cent from 
36.7 per cent a year earlier. 

The board also approved the 
acquisition of Schloss Tadoba 
Private Lim ited for Rs 120 
crore. Shares gained 3.82 per 
cent.

NEW DELHI

India’s social protection sys-
tems now cover around 101 
crore people, accounting for 
more than 68 per cent of the 
country’s population, the gov-
ernment said on Friday, citing 
recognition of the achievement 
by the International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO).

Union Labour and Employ-
ment Minister Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya said a balanced de-
velopment model was neces-

sary to strengthen worker wel-
fare and social security while 
ensuring ease of doing business 
for employers.

Addressing the fourth Global 
Industrial Relations Summit in 

New Delhi, organised by the 
All India Organisation of Em-
ployers in association with 
FICCI, Mandaviya said harmo-
nious industrial relations re-
quire continuous coordination 

among governments, indus-
tries, employers, workers and 
trade unions. He stressed that 
economic growth and employ-
ment generation should ad-
vance together.

Citing improving employ-
ment elasticity, Mandaviya said 
every one per cent increase in 
India’s GDP was now generat-
ing 1.11 per cent employment 
growth, compared with 0.008 
per cent employment growth 
reported 12 years ago. He also 
indicated that the Employees’ 

State Insurance Corporation 
(ESIC) could expand healthcare 
access beyond its own facilities. 
Well-managed private hospitals 
may be designated as ESIC 
healthcare centres under pro-
posed reforms, he said.

Mandaviya highlighted the 
Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation’s move towards fully 
digital claim processing and the 
automatic transfer of accounts 
through a single Universal Ac-
count Number. He added that 
UPI-based withdrawals were 

also being considered. Michiko 
Miyamoto, Director of the 
ILO’s Decent Work Technical 
Support Team for South Asia 
and Country Office for India, 
said ILO estimates showed that 
India had crossed one billion 
people covered by at least one 
social-protection benefit.

She said the expansion of so-
cial security coverage would 
play an important role in sup-
porting India’s future economic 
growth and inclusive develop-
ment.

Social security coverage reaches 101 crore
The minister stressed that industrialisation drives national development by creating jobs

Highlighted the contribution of self-
help groups and cooperative models, 
particularly women-led initiatives, in 
expanding livelihood opportunities, 

strengthening the economy and promoting 
women’s empowerment.

—Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, 
Union Labour and Employment Minister

NEW DELHI 

The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minis-
ter  Narendra 
Modi, on Friday 
appro ved the 
₹5,070 crore 
Pradhan Mantri 
Surya Sarovar 
Yojana (PM-
SSY) to devel-
op 5,000 MW of floating so-
lar photovoltaic capacity 
across the country.

The scheme aims to pro-
mote the use of water bodies 
such as reservoirs, dams and 
lakes for renewable-energy 
generation while reducing 
pressure on land resources. 

Under the scheme, floating 
solar projects will be devel-
oped with co-located energy 
storage facilities providing a 
minimum of two hours of stor-
age capacity. The planned stor-
age capacity is expected to to-
tal 10,000 MWh, helping ad-
dress the intermittent nature of 
solar generation and support-
ing electricity supply during 
periods of low sunlight or high 

demand.
The projects are expected to 

be sanctioned between the fi-
nancial years 2026-27 and 
2030-31. Financial assistance 
under the scheme will continue 
to be released until 2032-33, 
allowing sufficient time for 
project implementation and 
completion.

The government said the ini-
tiative would significantly ex-
pand India’s floating solar ca-
pacity and strengthen the coun-
try’s clean-energy infrastruc-
ture. Floating solar installa-
tions can also help reduce wa-
ter evaporation and may im-
prove panel efficiency because 
of the cooling effect of water.

Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said the scheme 
would utilise the solar potential 
of water bodies and target a 
major increase in floating solar 
generation over the next five 
years. Eligible projects will re-
ceive central financial assis-
tance after successful commis-
sioning.

The PM Surya Sarovar Yo-
jana is expected to support 
India’s renewable-energy tar-
gets, improve energy security 
and encourage the wider adop 
tion of innovative solar tech-
nologies. The programme 
could also generate employ-
ment and investment opportu-
nities in project development, 
manufacturing, installation, 
energy storage and related 
services.

Cabinet clears ₹5,070 crore 
floating solar scheme

n �Floating solar initiatives 
developed with co-located 
energy storage facilities.

n �Minimum storage capac-
ity of two hours provided 
for stability.

n �Total planned storage 
expected to reach 
10,000 MWh.

n �Project sanctions sched-
uled between financial 
years 2026-27 and 
2030-31.

n �Financial assistance 
continued for implemen-
tation until 2032-33.

New scheme for 
floating solar projects

NEW YORK

Tesla Chief Executive Officer 
Elon Musk has dismissed as 
“fake news” a report that the 
electric-vehicle maker was 
considering separating or sell-
ing its China business ahead of 
a possible merger with his 
space company, SpaceX.

The report said Tesla advis-
ers had discussed several op-
tions for its China operations, 
including a spin-off, sale or 
possible closure. It also sug-
gested that company execu-
tives were examining ways to 
separate Tesla’s China business 
from its operations else-
where amid growing 
geopolitical and regula-
tory concerns.

Responding on his so-
cial media platform X, 
Musk strongly denied the 
report, saying the issue 
had never been discussed 
and describing the claim 
as “absurdly fake news.”

Speculation over a possible 
merger between Tesla and 
SpaceX has increased as the 
two companies  expand  
into overlapping areas involv-
ing artificial intelligence, robot-
ics, energy, autonomous tech-
nology and advanced manufac-

turing. 
However, any com-

bination of Tesla and 
SpaceX could face 
significant regulatory 
and geopolitical chal-
lenges, particularly in 
China. SpaceX is a 
major US defence 

contractor involved in nation-
al-security and satellite pro-
grammes, while Tesla operates 
wholly owned manufacturing 
facilities in China.

Tesla’s Shanghai Gigafacto-
ry is the company’s largest and 
most productive manufacturing 
facility globally. The plant has 

an annual production capacity 
of more than 950,000 vehicles 
and serves as a major export 
hub for Europe, Canada and 
the Asia-Pacific region.

China is Tesla’s second-larg-
est market after the United 
States, although the company 
faces strong competition from 
domestic electric-vehicle man-
ufacturers, particularly BYD.

Reports said Tesla execu-
tives had previously explored 
ways to create greater opera-
tional separation between its 
US and China businesses to 
reduce risks arising from pos-
sible geopolitical tensions. 

Elon Musk calls Tesla report fake
Percent change since SpaceX 

went public in June 2026

MUMBAI

India’s foreign exchange re-
serves increased by $6.118 bil-
lion to $682.235 billion during 
the week ended July 24, extend-
ing the country’s recent upward 
trend, according to data released 
by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Friday.

The latest increase followed a 
gain of $1.08 billion in the pre-
vious reporting week, when the 
country’s forex reserves rose to 
$676.237 billion.

Foreign currency assets, the 
largest component of India’s 
foreign exchange reserves, in-
creased by $4.873 billion to 
$555.929 billion during the 
week under review. Expressed 
in US dollar terms, foreign cur-
rency assets also reflect the im-
pact of movements in major 
non-US currencies, including 
the euro, pound sterling and Jap 
anese yen. Gold reserves rose 
by $1.308 billion to $103.058 

billion, contributing significant-
ly to the overall increase in the 
reserve position. However, Spe-
cial Drawing Rights (SDRs), an 
international reserve asset creat-
ed by the International Mone-
tary Fund, declined by $53 mil-
lion to $18.617 billion.

The RBI’s weekly statistical 
supplement showed that India’s 
foreign exchange reserves con-
tinued to strengthen after recov-
ering from declines recorded 
earlier this year amid height-
ened global economic and geo-
political uncertainty.

India’s forex reserves had 
reached an all-time high of 
$728.494 billion during the 
week ended February 27. How-

ever, rising tensions in the Mid-
dle East subsequently placed 
pressure on the rupee and 
prompted the RBI to intervene 
in the foreign exchange market 
through dollar sales. These in-
terventions led to a moderation 
in the country’s reserve position 
over the following weeks.

The central bank has consis-
tently maintained that it moni-
tors developments in the foreign 
exchange market and intervenes 
only to curb excessive volatility 
and ensure orderly market con-
ditions. The RBI has said it does 
not target any specific ex-
change-rate level. A strong for-
eign exchange reserve position 
improves India’s ability to meet 
external payment obligations, 
finance imports and protect the 
economy against global finan-
cial shocks and geopolitical un-
certainties. It also provides con-
fidence to investors and sup-
ports overall macroeconomic 
stability.

India forex reserves rise $6.118 billion

NEW YORK

US refiner Phillips 66 said on 
Friday that its board of direc-
tors had approved a $10 bil-
lion increase in the company’s 
share repurchase programme, 
reinforcing its commitment to 
long-term shareholder returns.

The company said the addi-
tional authorisation was ap-
proved as the remaining ca-
pacity under its existing share 
buyback programme was ap-
proaching its limit. The ex-
panded programme will pro-
vide Phillips 66 with greater 
flexibility to repurchase 
shares over time, subject to 
market conditions and the 
company’s capital-allocation 
priorities.

US refiners have benefited 
this year from stronger fuel 
margins after the Iran war 
raised concerns about possible 
disruptions to gasoline and 
diesel supplies from the Mid-
dle East. The conflict tight-
ened expectations around 
global fuel availability and 
contributed to improved refin-
ing economics.

Higher refining margins 
have strengthened the financial 
position of major US refining 
companies, allowing them to 
increase shareholder returns 
while continuing to invest in 
operations and reduce debt.

Phillips 66 Chief Executive 

Officer Mark Lashier said the 
increased share repurchase 
authorisation supported the 
company’s strategy of creat-
ing sustainable, long-term 
value for shareholders.

“The increased share repur-
chase authorisation supports 
our commitment to long-term 
shareholder value,” Lashier 
said, adding that the company 
would continue to maintain a 
secure, competitive and grow-
ing dividend.

He said Phillips 66 would 
also focus on disciplined cap-
ital investment and continued 
debt reduction as part of its 
broader financial strategy.

Share repurchases reduce 
the number of a company’s 
outstanding shares and can 
increase earnings per share, 
while also returning excess 
capital to investors. However, 
the pace and scale of buy-
backs may depend on market 
conditions, cash generation, 
investment requirements and 
other financial considerations.

The latest decision high-
lights Phillips 66’s confidence 
in its financial strength and 
ability to balance shareholder 
returns with investments in its 
refining and energy business-
es. The company did not pro-
vide an immediate timeline 
for completing the additional 
$10 billion share repurchase 
authorisation.

NEW YORK

Shares of cryptocurrency ex-
change Coinbase fell 5.6 per 
cent in premarket trading on 
Friday after the company 
reported its third consecu-
tive quarterly loss, although 
analysts said its expanding 
business mix could provide 
long-term support.

The decline came amid 
renewed weakness in cryp-
tocurrency markets. Bitcoin 
has lost more than 27 per 
cent of its value so far in 
2026, while Coinbase shares 
have fallen nearly 28 per 
cent during the same period.

Higher-than-expected US 
inflation data has reduced 
expectations of an early in-
terest-rate cut by the Federal 
Re serve. 

The prospect of higher 
borrowing costs for a longer 
period has weighed on risk- 
sensitive assets, including 
cry ptocurrencies. Investors 
have also withdrawn funds 
from spot cryptocurrency 
exchange-traded funds, add-
ing pressure to the market.

Analysts said difficult 
trading conditions and limit-
ed visi bility on the recovery 
of cryptocurrency volumes 
contributed to the compa-
ny’s quarterly performance. 
However, they noted that 
Coinbase continues to 
strengthen its position de-
spite the broader market 
downturn.

The company recorded its 
third consecutive quarter of 
record cryptocurrency trad-
ing market share, reaching 

10.3 percent, according to 
analyst David Bartosiak of 
Zacks Investment Research. 

He said Coinbase was 
continuing to gain market 
share even in a weaker trad-
ing environment and that its 
business mix was improv-
ing. Coinbase has been di-
versifying beyond its tradi-
tional dependence on spot 
Bitcoin trading. The compa-
ny is expanding into stable-
coins, derivatives and other 
financial products to reduce 
its exposure to sharp swings 
in cryptocurrency trading 
activity.

In May, Coinbase and pre-
diction-markets platform 
Kalshi announced plans to 
in troduce perpetual crypto-
currency futures to US in-
vestors through regulated 
domestic exchanges. 

Analysts at William Blair 
said they were encouraged 
by Coinbase’s diversifica-
tion strategy and expected 
investors to support deriva-
tives-led market-share gains. 
The firm maintained a  
positive view on the compa-
ny, arguing that its stronger 
fundamentals and broader 
revenue base could help it 
benefit from a future recov-
ery in cryptocurrency mar-
kets.

Coinbase shares fall 
after quarterly loss

UPI expands  
into Maldives

India’s UPI launch in the 
Maldives broadens the 

international reach of its 
digital ecosystem, high 

lighting strengthening bil 
ateral cooperation in finan 
cial technology, digi tal in-
frastructure, and bro ader 
economic development 

between the two nations.

Phillips 66 expands share 
repurchase programme

Supply constraints hit Apple premarket shares
NEW YORK

Apple shares fell 7.3 per cent in 
premarket trading on Friday af-
ter the technology giant war ned 
that supply constraints could 
slow growth, shifting investor 
attention towards iPhone de-
mand and the possibility of 
higher prices.

If the decline continues duri 
ng regular trading, Apple could 
lose about $361.6 billion in 
market value. The company’s 
outlook highlighted growing 
pressure across the technology 
industry as strong demand lin 
ked to artificial intelligence 
tightens supplies of advanced 
chips and memory, raises costs 

and extends supply-chain bot-
tlenecks.Apple said shortages in 
advanced chipmaking capacity 
were limiting the availability of 
iPhones, Mac computers and 
some iPad models. Chief Exec-
utive Tim Cook said the weaker 
outlook was driven by supply 
constraints rather than declining 
consumer demand.
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KUALA LUMPUR

The Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) has joined 
UEFA and CONCACAF in 
opposing FIFA's proposed 
FIFA Forward Enterprise 
(FFE), warning that the com-
mercial restructuring plan 
lacks the broad consensus 
needed to move ahead and 
calling for a review of FIFA's 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  d e c i -
sion-making processes.

In a strongly worded state-
ment issued on Friday, the 
AFC said it was observing 
developments surrounding the 
proposal with deep concern 
and expressed solidarity with 
UEFA and CONCACAF, both 
of which have already voiced 
strong reservations over the 
plan.

The FFE proposal seeks to 
establish a commercial sub-
sidiary that would manage 
FIFA's key commercial rights, 
including broadcasting, spon-
sorship, ticketing and licens-

ing. Under the plan, FIFA in-
tends to raise up to USD 4.2 
billion by selling minority 
stakes to private investors 
while retaining full control 
over football governance and 
competitions.

However, the AFC believes 
the proposal has created un-
precedented divisions within 
world foot-
ball.  The 
continental 
body noted 
that discus-
sions sur-
rounding a 
p o s s i b l e 
boycott of 
the FIFA 
World Cup have highlighted 
the seriousness of the situa-
tion, stressing that football 
should never have reached 
such a stage.

While FIFA has maintained 
that the initiative would gener-
ate greater revenue to increase 
development funding for its 
211 member associations, the 

AFC argued that 
the opposition from 
two major confed-
erations makes it 
difficult for the pro-
posal to secure the 
widespread backing 
required for imple-

mentation.
The latest statement marks 

a significant escalation in re-
sistance to FIFA's commercial 
restructuring plans, placing 
additional pressure on the 
world governing body to re-
visit its proposal and engage 
in broader consultations with 
stakeholders.

PREETI PAWAR STORMED INTO 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES 54KG FINAL, 
ASSURING INDIA A MEDAL, EYES GOLD.
GLASGOW

Indian boxer Preeti Pawar has as-
sured the nation that she will give 
her best to win the gold medal after 
storming into the women's 54 kg 
final at the Commonwealth Games. 
The young pugilist secured her 
place in the title clash with a com-
manding 5-0 victory over Zambia's 
Catherine Mwape in the semifinal 
on Friday.

Preeti will now face Canada's 
Scarlett Delgado in the gold medal 
bout after becoming the first Indian 
boxer to enter a final at the ongoing 
Games. The semifinal showcased 
her tactical brilliance as she domi-
nated the contest with sharp jabs, 
accurate left-hand punches and ef-
fective movement inside the ring.

After an evenly contested open-
ing phase, Preeti took complete 
control of the bout, forcing Mwape 
into a standing eight-count before 
landing a series of combinations 
that resulted in two more standing 
counts. She continued to outma-
noeuvre her opponent with clean 
body shots and quick footwork to 
seal a unanimous victory.

Speaking after the win, Preeti re-
vealed the physical and mental 
challenges of cutting weight before 
important bouts. She admitted that 
the process is difficult because box-
ers cannot eat properly, but said it 
serves as motivation, reminding 

them that they are 
just one step away 
from achieving 
their goal.

The  Ind ian 
boxer has al-
ready guaran-
teed herself at 
least  a  si lver 
medal but re-
mains focused 
on winning gold. 
She also thanked 
the Indian Army, B o x -
ing Federat ion of India, 
Sports Authority of India and JSW 
Sports for their constant support. 
Preeti, who became the first wom-
an athlete to be directly inducted 
into the Indian Army as a Junior 
Commissioned Officer (JCO), 
said she hopes to make both the 
nation and the armed forces 
proud with a gold med-
al-winning performance.

CHAMPIONSHIP QUEST
• Defeated Zambia's Catherine 

Mwape 5-0 in semifinal.

• To face Canada's Scarlett 
Delgado in the final.

• Weight-cutting remains the 
toughest part of preparation.

• Assured India of at least  
a silver medal.

• Thanked Indian Army, BFI, SAI 
and JSW Sports for their support.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• AFC joins UEFA and 

CONCACAF in opposition.

• FIFA aims to raise USD 4.2 
billion through FFE.

• Concerns raised over governance 
and private investment.

• AFC says proposal lacks broad 
global support.

Key Leaves Door Open for Stokes
LONDON

England men's cricket team Manag-
ing Director Rob Key has refused to 
rule out a sensational international 
comeback for former Test captain 
Ben Stokes, saying the all-rounder 
could still return for next summer's 
home Ashes series against Australia.

Stokes, 35, retired from internation-
al cricket in June after stepping down 
as Test captain following England's 
2-1 series defeat to New Zealand. His 
decision came shortly after he was 
dropped for the second Test for 
breaching the team's midnight curfew 
after England's opening win at Lord's.

Despite the circumstances sur-
rounding his retirement, Key dis-
missed suggestions of any rift be-
tween Stokes and the England man-
agement. He said a return to interna-
tional cricket would be a remarkable 
story and maintained that anything 
remains possible with the former 
skipper.

Key also defended England's deci-
sion to reappoint Joe Root as Test 
captain after Stephen Fleming took 
over as the team's red-ball coach. He 
explained that the appointment was 

made after detailed discussions with 
Fleming, who believed Root was the 
best candidate for the role.

According to Key, Root will now 
have the opportunity to captain En-
gland without the distractions that 
affected his previous tenure. He 
praised Root's leadership qualities 
and outstanding batting performances 
during his first stint as captain.

Explaining why Harry Brook was 
overlooked despite serving as Test 
vice-captain and white-ball captain, 
Key said the selectors felt it was not 
the right time for the youngster to 
take charge of the Test side. He added 
that Brook remains a key part of En-
gland's future leadership plans and 
has already made significant progress 
in limited-overs cricket.

England managing 
director Rob Key believes 

Ben Stokes could still 
return from international 

retirement for next 
summer's Ashes series.

IGPL, Asian Tour 
Strengthen Partnership

NEW DELHI
 

The Indian Golf Pre-
mier League (IGPL) 
and the Asian Tour 
have reaffirmed their 

commitment to expanding 
their successful partnership, 
aiming to create greater play-
ing opportunities and stronger 
development pathways for 
professional golfers in India 
and across Asia.

The collaboration gained 
significant momentum earlier 
this season in Morocco, 
where the two organisations 
co-sanctioned back-to-back 

professional tournaments at 
the Mazagan Beach & Golf 
Resort. The USD 160,000 
IGPL Morocco Rising Stars 
2026, held from May 28 to 31 
on the Asian Development 
Tour (ADT), was followed by 
the USD 500,000 IGPL 
Bharath Classic on the Asian 
Tour from June 4 to 7.

More than 40 golfers from 
the IGPL Tour earned places 
in the Bharath Classic field, 
marking the league's flagship 
event's first edition outside 
India. The initiative provided 
Indian professionals with 
valuable international expo-
sure while strengthening com-
petitive links between the two 
tours.

With the season entering its 

second half, IGPL and the 
Asian Tour will continue to 
collaborate on tournament 
scheduling, player develop-
ment programmes and com-
petitive opportunities. The 
partnership aligns with IG-
PL's vision of creating a 
structured pathway for Indian 
golfers to compete regularly 
on the international stage.

The AM Green IGPL has 
rapidly emerged as one of 
the region's most ambitious 
professional golf leagues, 
featuring 10 franchises and 
a calendar of 15 tourna-
ments. Its growing interna-
tional footprint, with events 
already hosted in Mauritius, 
South Africa, Congo and 
Morocco, has significantly 

expanded opportunities for 
Indian golfers to gain over-
seas experience while com-
peting alongside internation-
al professionals.

Working together with 
IGPL is important to 

us, and we look 
forward to continuing 

our association into 
the future.

_Cho Minn Thant Asian 
Tour Commissioner & CEO

We have a strong 
collaboration with the 
Asian Tour, and I'm 
sure we'll have an even 
greater partnership 
going ahead.

_Uttam Singh Mundy, 
IGPL CEO

AFC Backs UEFA over FIFA Plan

The AFC stands in solidarity 
with UEFA and CONCACAF in 
expressing serious concerns 
over FIFA's proposal.

 _Confederation

Sharing dressing rooms 
builds future stars: Gaur

LUCKNOW

Gaur Gorakhpur Lions owner 
Vishesh Gaur believes that 
sharing a dressing room with 
seasoned international and 
IPL cricketers gives young 
players a big boost as it gives 
them the ideal environment to 
learn, build confidence, and 
grow. Sharing the dressing 
room with players who have 
represented India or played in 
the IPL is a huge source of 
inspiration for youngsters. 
They get the chance to closely 
observe how experienced pro-
fessionals prepare, train and 
handle pressure. It also gives 
them the confidence that they 
can achieve the same dream, 
Gaur said.

Gaur also revealed that 
wicketkeeper-batter Aryan 
Juyal will captain the Gorakh-
pur franchise, with Shivam 
Sharma serving as his deputy 
and former pacer Ankit Ra-
jpoot coming on board as 
head coach.

We are pretty happy with 
the squad. We managed to get 
most of the players we want-
ed and have built a balanced 

team and are satisfied with 
the combination. Aryan Juyal 
will lead the team this season, 
while Shivam Sharma will be 
the vice-captain. Ankit Ra-
jpoot has joined us as the 
head coach, and we are confi-
dent in the leadership group 
we have assembled.

The Lions made a big 
splash at the player auction by 
shelling out Rs 21 lakh to se-
cure opening batter Chaud-
hary. Explaining the big-tick-
et acquisition, Gaur said, We 
wanted to strengthen our 
opening batting.

That was one area we need-
ed to fill after the retentions 
and Shivam Chaudhary was 
our top choice. He is a quality 
opening batter, an experi-
enced leader and someone 
who can provide stability at 
the top of the order.

Commending the UPCA 
leadership for taking the 
league to Lucknow and Kan-
pur this year, Gaur acknowl-
edged the efforts of BCCI 
Vice-President Rajeev Shukla 
and UPT20 League Govern-
ing Council Chairman Dr. 
Sanjay Kapoor.

Hockey India chief Dilip 
Tirkey says Executive 
Board not consulted 

NEW DELHI

Hockey India president Dilip 
Tirkey on Friday wrote emails 
to senior office-bearers and 
Executive Board members, 
questioning the decision to 
change the national team’s 
traditional blue jersey to saf-
fron for the upcoming FIH 
Hockey World Cup and stated 
it has been implemented with-
out being placed before the 
Executive Board for discus-
sion and without my prior 
knowledge.

In an email addressed to the 
Hockey India Executive 
Board, a screenshot of which 
is taking rounds on social me-
dia, Tirkey wrote, I wish to 
bring to your attention the re-
cent change in the colour of 
the Indian national team's jer-
sey. This decision appears to 
have been taken and imple-
mented without being placed 
before the Executive Board 
for discussion and without my 
prior knowledge.

Tirkey stated that his objec-
tion was not to the new saf-
fron colour but to the way in 
which the decision was made. 

My concern is not with the 
choice of saffron itself. How-
ever, a decision of this signif-
icance, involving the identity 
and representation of our na-
tional team, should ideally 
have been discussed with the 
elected leadership and the Ex-
ecutive Board before imple-
mentation, he wrote.

The emails also indicated 
that the controversy around 
the decision and also referred 
to the political debate trig-
gered by the move. Tirkey 
said, The matter has since at-
tracted considerable media 
attention and, unfortunately, 
political interpretation in cer-
tain quarters. With the World 
Cup approaching, I have pub-
licly clarified that the change 
was purely a sporting decision 
so that the focus remains on 
the team and its preparations.

Former Odisha Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik, who has 
been instrumental in making 
Odisha the sponsor of Indian 
hockey, also criticised the 
change in the team’s jersey 
colour to saffron, alleging that 
it was an attempt to politicise 
a national sporting symbol.

NEW DELHI

Swapna Barman, India’s first 
heptathlete to win a gold 
medal at the Asian Games, 
announced her retirement 
from athletics on Friday, cit-
ing the run of injuries.

The 29-year-old Arjuna 
awardee won the historic gold 
at the Jakarta 2018 Asian 
Games. Competing with a jaw 
injury, she became the first 
Indian to win an Asian Games 
heptathlon gold.

This is one of the most dif-
ficult decisions of my life. 
Athletics has been more than 
just a sport for me-it has been 
my identity, my passion, my 
dream, and a journey filled 
with countless sacrifices, 
struggles, tears, and unforget-
table memories, she wrote in 
an lengthy Instagram post.

Over the years, I have faced 
many injuries, including a 
slipped disc and knee injuries. 
I tried to fight through the 
pain and keep going, but now 

my body is no longer support-
ing me the way it once did, 
Barman noted in her retire-
ment message.

Injuries and setbacks fol-
lowed in the years after, but 
Barman kept fighting back 
and secured silver medals at 
the 2019 and 2023 Asian 
Championships. She also 
bagged a pentathlon silver at 
the 2023 Asian Indoor Cham-
pionships.

Swapna Barman narrowly 
missed out on a podium at the 
Hangzhou 2023 Asian Games, 
finishing fourth - just four 

points short of compatriot 
Nandin i  Agasara ,  who 
claimed bronze. This is one of 
the most difficult decisions of 
my life. Athletics has been 
more than just a sport for me 
- it has been my identity, my 
passion, my dream.

Walking away from some-
thing you have loved your 
entire life is never easy. My 
heart still wants to compete, 
to jump, and to chase my 
dreams, but I have to accept 
that this chapter of my life has 
come to an end. I am forever 
grateful to everyone who 
stood by me throughout this 
incredible journey, she wrote.

Swapna Barman first an-
nounced herself as a force in 
Indian athletics in 2017 when 
she claimed the heptathlon 
gold at the Asian Athletics 
Championships in Bhubane-
shwar. Her last competitive 
outing was at the 2025 Na-
tional Open Athletics Cham-
pionships in Bengaluru, 
where she secured third place.

Preeti Eyes Gold 
After Final Berth

India’s first heptathlete to win Asiad 
gold medal announces retirement


