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Kalyana Path Scheme misses deadlines, works drag on
CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

 
The Kalyana Path scheme, 
launched with the objective 
of accelerating infrastructure 
development in the Kalyana 
Karnataka region, appears to 
be facing serious implemen-
tation issues in Afzalpur ta-
luk. Several road works re-
portedly remain incomplete 
despite the expiry of the 
stipulated deadlines, leaving 
residents to struggle with 
poor and unsafe road condi-
tions. At several places, road 
works have allegedly been 
left midway, while some 
stretches have only been 
filled with loose soil and left 

unattended. With the arrival 
of rain, these roads reported-
ly turn muddy and slippery, 
creating difficulties for mo-
torists, farmers, students and 
villagers. The delay has re-
portedly continued despite 
the issue being raised re-
peatedly at the local level. 
Residents are now question-
ing whether the concerned 
officials are unaware of the 
condition of the roads or 
whether they are simply fail-
ing to act despite being 
aware of the situation.

A major question being 
raised is the decision to en-
trust road works covering 18 
villages to a single contrac-

tor. Why was the entire work 
package given to one con-
tractor. If so, how many con-
tractors participated in the 
tender process and how 
many were technically qual-
ified. If there were only a 
few eligible bidders, why 
was the work not divided 
into smaller packages to en-
sure faster execution and 
better supervision.  

Another issue that de-
serves scrutiny is the report-
ed awarding of works in the 
Kalaburagi division to a 
contractor from Vijayapura. 

There is nothing inherent-
ly wrong with a contractor 
from another district execut-

ing government work if the 
contractor meets all eligibil-
ity and technical require-
ments. However, the circum-
stances surrounding the 
award raise legitimate ques-
tions.Does the Kalaburagi 
division lack qualified and 
experienced road contractors 
capable of executing such 
projects. If competent con-
tractors are available in the 
division, why was such a 
large package awarded to an 
outside contractor.   

The department should 
disclose how many contrac-
tors submitted bids, how 
many were technically qual-
ified, the estimated project 

cost,
 the accepted tender value 

and the basis on which the 
contractor was selected.The 
public also deserves to know 
whether the decision to 
award the works covering 18 
villages to one contractor 
was part of the original ten-
der design or resulted from a 
lack of competition.

A large contract with a 
single contractor may sim-
plify administration, but it 
can also create difficulties in 
monitoring multiple work 
sites simultaneously. The au-
thorities must demonstrate 
that adequate supervision 
mechanisms are in place.

RESIDENTS IN DISTRESS

8 tonnes of beef seized 
while being transported 

to Telangana

Unidentified youth’s 
body found in pond, 

locals alarmed

CH NEWS,VIJAYAPURA
A truck allegedly carrying 
around 8 tonnes of beef 

from Vijayapura to Telan-
gana was intercepted and 

seized in Indi taluk. Accord-
ing to reports, the meat 
was being transported 

from Vijayapura city 
through Indi towards Nam-
pally in Telangana. Acting 
on information about the 

alleged transportation, Ba-
jrang Dal activists report-
edly chased the truck on 

motorcycles and intercept-
ed it. Indi Rural police later 

reached the spot, seized 
the truck and conducted 
an inspection. Police re-
portedly found around 8 

tonnes of beef in the vehi-
cle. Police suspect that 
Khasimsab Mulla of Jail 

Road, Vijayapura, was al-
legedly transporting the 
meat to Imran Sheikh of 

Mehboob Nagar, Nampally. 
The Indi Rural police have 
launched an investigation 

and are collecting informa-
tion about the persons al-

legedly involved in the 
transportation.

CH NEWS,VIJAYAPURA
The body of an uniden-
tified young man was 

found floating in a pond 
on the outskirts of Man-
nur village in Devar Hip-

paragi taluk, causing 
concern among local 
residents. Locals no-

ticed the body floating 
in the pond and imme-

diately informed the po-
lice. Devar Hipparagi 

police reached the spot 
and retrieved the body 
from the pond.The po-

lice are currently making 
efforts to establish the 

identity of the de-
ceased. The exact cause 
of death is yet to be as-
certained. An investiga-
tion into the incident is 
underway at the Devar 
Hipparagi Police Sta-

tion.

Drought declaration to follow Central 
norms: Minister Sharan Prakash Patil

CH NEWS,YADGIR
 

The declaration of drought-hit 
taluks is not a decision based 
on the discretion of the State 
government, but is being 
made on the basis of scientif-
ic criteria prescribed under 
the guidelines of the National 
Disaster Response Fund 
(NDRF) and State Disaster 
Response Fund (SDRF), 
Medical Education Minister 
Dr Sharan Prakash Patil said.

Speaking to reporters after 
laying foundation stone for 
Sharan Sakkreppagowda 
Guru Vishwaradhya Ayurveda 
College building at Abbe Tu-
makuru, the Minister said 101 
taluks in the State had been 
declared drought-hit in the 
first phase. In district, Shaha-
pur taluk has been included in 
the list. The ground-truthing 

process for the remaining ta-
luks is currently underway, 
and deserving taluks will be 
included in the drought-hit list 
in subsequent phases based on 

the assessment reports, he 
said.

The Revenue Department is 
taking decisions after consid-
ering rainfall recorded at rain 
gauges and the prevailing lo-
cal conditions, Patil said. Re-
acting to the suspension of 
two government teachers 
from district for allegedly par-
ticipating in an RSS proces-
sion, Patil said government 
officials and employees could 
not associate themselves with 
any organisation or ideology 
while discharging their offi-
cial duties. Government em-
ployees must remain impartial 
while performing their duties. 
Though individuals have the 
freedom to follow any ideol-
ogy personally, they must 
strictly follow service rules 
while discharging the respon-
sibilities of a government 

post. Action will be taken ac-
cording to law against those 
who violate the rules, he said.

Responding to BJP leader 
Pralhad Joshi’s allegation that 
the Congress government was 
indulging in politics of ven-
detta over the teachers’ sus-
pension, Patil said, Pralhad 
Joshi should first introspect. 
He said the Congress would 
not engage in activities that 
create divisions in society and 
maintained that anyone vio-
lating the law would face ac-
tion as per the rules. If the 
suspended teachers approach 
the court, the judiciary will 
decide the matter according to 
law. The government has faith 
in the judicial system, Patil 
said.MLA Channareddy Patil 
Tunnur and District Congress 
President Basareddy Anapur 
were present.

‘Drought declaration is based on several parameters, including the amount of 
rainfall, duration of rainfall deficiency, dry spells and the impact on crops’

“The government was aware of the 
drought-like situation in taluks 

including Yadgir, Gurmitkal and Surpur. 
There is an intention to declare the 

deserving taluks as drought-hit in the 
second and third phases

Dr Sharan Prakash Patil, Medical 
Education Minister

RTI Act key to 
transparency in 

governance: V Singh
CH NEWS,YADGIR

 
The Right to Information 
(RTI) Act plays a vital role in 
ensuring transparency and ac-
countability in governance in 
India’s democratic system, 
said B Venkata Singh, State 
Information Commissioner, 
Kalaburagi Bench of the Kar-
nataka State Information 
Commission.

He was speaking at a work-
shop on the RTI Act organised 
for district- and taluk-level 
officials at the auditorium of 
the District Administrative 
Bhavan.

Venkata Singh said the RTI 
Act empowers citizens to 
question the functioning of 
the government and obtain 
necessary information. Simi-
lar laws are in force in more 
than 112 countries and have a 
history of nearly 300 years, he 
said.

Earlier, RTI applications 
from the Kalyana Karnataka 
region were heard at the Ben-
galuru Bench. The Informa-
tion Commission’s Bench was 
established in Kalaburagi in 
2024.

Of the nearly 45,000 cases 
pending before the Karnataka 
Information Commission, a 
large number have been dis-
posed of over the past one-
and-a-half years, placing Kar-
nataka first in the country in 
terms of case disposal, Venka-
ta Singh said.

He said more than 2,800 
old cases had been disposed 
of during 115 days of hear-
ings at the Kalaburagi Bench, 
out of more than 6,500 pend-
ing cases.He directed Deputy 

Commissioners and Superin-
tendents of Police to regularly 
review the receipt, disposal 
and pendency of RTI applica-
tions during KDP progress 
review meetings.

Deputy Commissioner Ra-
hul Tukaram Pandey said the 
workshop helped officials un-
derstand the challenges in-
volved in disposing of RTI 
applications and appeals. Ev-
ery government official must 
have a clear understanding of 
the provisions of the RTI Act, 
as well as their powers and 
responsibilities. This would 
help prevent unnecessary pen-
dency of applications and ap-
peals, he said.

Pandey also said the atti-
tude of officials who view 
RTI applications negatively as 
soon as they are submitted by 
citizens must change.State In-
formation Commissioner of 
the Bengaluru Bench Dr 
Valvekar, Superintendent of 
Police Prithvik Shankar, Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er Ramesh Kolar and district- 
and taluk-level officials were 
present.

Venkata Singh said the 
Information Commis-
sion has the power to 
impose penalties on 

Public Information Offi-
cers who fail to provide 
information within the 

stipulated period or ne-
glect their duties. He ad-
vised officials to provide 
information within the 

prescribed time to avoid 
disciplinary action.

Hulasur struggles without public 
toilets, basic infrastructure

CH NEWS,YADGIR
 

Hulasur town continues to 
face a shortage of basic civic 
amenities, including public 
toilets and functioning street-
lights, even nine years after 
being declared a taluk head-
quarters. The town has 12 
wards with a population of 
more than 18,000. People 
from around 20 surrounding 
villages visit Hulasur regular-
ly for weekly markets, shop-
ping, banking and various 
government-related work. 
Around 20 to 30 buses oper-
ate through the town every 
day.

Despite this, there are no 
adequate public toilet facili-
ties to meet the needs of resi-
dents and visitors. Women, 
girls, elderly persons, chil-
dren, students, workers, per-
sons with disabilities and peo-
ple from rural areas are re-
portedly facing considerable 
inconvenience and embarrass-
ment due to the lack of toilets. 
Residents complain that the 
resulting foul smell and poor 

sanitation could also pose 
health risks.

Local traders have urged 
the authorities to construct 
public toilets at crowded loca-
tions and ensure proper main-
tenance. Taluk Panchayat Ex-
ecutive Officer Mahadev Jam-
mu said, funds would be ear-
marked under the Gram Pan-
chayat plan for construction 

of a public toilet. We will 
discuss the issue with the 
PDO and take steps to install 
streetlights, he said. 

The streetlights installed on 
the divider of the Bhalki–
Basavakalyan State Highway 
in Hulasur have reportedly 
remained non-functional for 
nearly a year. The streetlights 
were installed by the Public 
Works Department (PWD), 
while their maintenance re-
sponsibility was later handed 
over to the Gram Panchayat. 
However, residents allege that 
proper maintenance has not 
been carried out.

Social activists expressed 
concern over the safety situa-
tion, particularly at night. 

“It is unfortunate that the 
authorities have failed to 
wake up even after accidents 
have occurred. The street-
lights should be repaired im-
mediately. Women are afraid 
to travel through the area at 
night.

 If immediate action is not 
taken, we will launch a pro-
test, they warned.

Residents said the 
shortage of public toi-
lets and the non-func-
tional divider lights had 
already been brought to 
the attention of elected 
representatives, but a 

permanent solution was 
yet to be found. They 

urged the MLA to take 
immediate action on 

these basic infrastruc-
ture and public safety 
issues and coordinate 

with the concerned 
departments to ensure 
that the problems are 

resolved at the earliest.

Rowdy-sheeter externed over alleged 
involvement in illegal activities

CH NEWS,BIDAR
 

The district police have ex-
terned a rowdy-sheeter from 
the district for his alleged in-
volvement in illegal activi-
ties, including matka gam-
bling, attempt to murder and 
the sale of prohibited narcotic 
tablets.

According to a press re-
lease issued by Superinten-
dent of Police Pradeep Gunti, 
Sanjeev Kumar, a resident of 
Janata Colony under the 
Bhalki Town Police Station 
limits, has been externed 
from Bidar district to Koppal 
district. The police said San-
jeev Kumar was allegedly 
involved in matka gambling, 
attempt-to-murder cases and 
the illegal sale of narcotic 
tablets, thereby posing a 
threat to the health and 
well-being of the public, par-
ticularly youth and students.

He allegedly made matka 
gambling his primary activity 
and operated the racket in vil-

lages around Bhalki, report-
edly cheating poor dai-
ly-wage workers, farmers and 
small traders. 

The police said he was also 
allegedly involved in cases of 
attempting to murder people 
after intimidating them. 
Around four cases have been 
registered against him.

 Despite this, he allegedly 
continued his criminal activi-
ties and posed a threat to pub-
lic peace and law and order.

Considering his continued 
involvement in unlawful ac-
tivities, the authorities or-
dered his externment from 
Bidar district to Koppal dis-
trict, the SP said. 

The SP warned that strict 
action, including externment, 
would be taken against those 
involved in activities that vi-
olate the law and disturb 
peace and public order. He 
also appealed to citizens, par-
ticularly youngsters, not to 
get involved in illegal activi-
ties and ruin their lives.

Dandagunda Basavanna Temple fair held
CH NEWS,KALABURAGI

 
The Basavanna Devara 
Jatre, Palakki Utsav, and Ra-
thotsava programs of Danda-
gunda village, a famous reli-
gious place in the taluk, was 
held with enthusiasm on 
Monday in the middle of the 
Shravan month, under the 
leadership of the temple 
trust, in the presence of 
thousands of devotees. 

At 9 am, the palanquin 
festival procession took 
place as per the Jatra tradi-
tion, with the Kumbha pro-
cession starting from Mah-
anta Gowda Patil's house, 
and the chariot procession 
from Sanganna Gowda Po-
lice Patil's house proceeded 
through the main streets of 
the village and reached the 
temple.

The chariot festival held 
in the presence of thousands 
of devotees. Later, religious 
and cultural programs were 

held in the temple premises. 
Hand wrestling matches 

will be held on September 1. 
The Kalyana Karnataka 
Transport Corporation has 
arranged a special bus for 
the fair to transport devotees 
from Kalaburagi,

 Yadgir, Sedam and Kalgi, 
said Trust Secretary Chan-
drashekar Avanti.

The construction work of 
a new temple from Karkala 
stone under the leadership of 
the Dandagunda Basavesh-
wara Temple Trust  has 
reached the final stage. At-
tractive artistic pillars of 
black stone have been in-
stalled. 

The sanctum sanctorum, 
its circumambulation path, 
and a wide courtyard have 
been constructed. An attrac-
tive spire has been built on 
the sanctum sanctorum, 
which is eye-catching.

In a very backward vil-
lage, devotion to God is 

unique. With the help and 
cooperation of devotees,

 the construction of a 
beautiful temple is becom-
ing possible, say trust Presi-
dent Bhagannagouda Sank-
anur, Vice President BG 
Patil, and member Bhimanna 
Sali.The Kalasarohana cere-
mony was held with great 
enthusiasm and celebration, 
as traditional rituals were 
performed under the leader-
ship of various seers, as the 
women who had married and 
left their homes in the vil-
lage donated 21,100 each for 
the Kalasarohana ceremony 
at the top of the new temple.

 Earlier, a grand Kalasaro-
hana procession was taken 
out from the Hanuman tem-
ple in the village to the 
Basavanna temple.  The 
women who donated money 
for the Kalasarohana cere-
mony drew attention by 
wearing turmeric-colored 
sarees.

Veterinary Officer Recruitment scam: CID 
arrests Tumakuru University Syndicate Member
CH NEWS,BIDAR

 
The Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) has re-
portedly arrested Basavaraj 
Kannale ,  a  res ident  of 
Donagapur village in Bhalki 
taluk and a Syndicate mem-
ber of Tumakuru University, 
in connection with the al-
leged Veterinary Officer Re-
cruitment scam. According 
to reports, CID officials took 
Kannale into custody at the 
Delhi airport and subse-
quently arrested him. The 
arrest comes amid an inten-
sified investigation into al-
leged irregularities in the 
recruitment of Veterinary 
Officers.

Meanwhile, CID officials 
conducted searches at Kan-
n a l e ’ s  r e s i d e n c e  i n 
Donagapur village and at his 
house in the Lecturer Colo-
ny in Bhalki town. Kannale 
has been a Syndicate mem-

ber of Tumakuru University 
since 2025. He was report-
edly associated with the BJP 
and had been staying in 
Bengaluru, where he is al-
leged to have developed 
contacts with several BJP 
leaders.

Earlier, CID officials ar-
rested IAS officer Jnanendra 
Kumar Gangwar, the former 
Controller of Examinations 
of the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC), 
on Sunday after questioning 
him for three days in con-
nection with the recruitment 
scam. 

Vet recruitment irregularities: 
Activist alleges BJP links

CH NEWS,KALABURAGI
 

Social activist IT Sharanu has 
made serious allegations 
against BJP activist Basavaraj 
Kannoli, who was reportedly 
arrested by CID officials in 
connection with alleged irreg-
ularities in the Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) veterinary officer re-
cruitment.

Addressing the issue, Sha-
ranu IT alleged that Kannoli 
had close connections with 
several BJP leaders at both 
the state and central levels 
and had maintained links with 
ministers during the previous 
BJP government.

The activist further alleged 
that Kannoli was involved in 
irregularities in the recruit-
ment of Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police (DySPs) and 
other KPSC Group-A posts. 
He claimed that Kannoli used 
his political connections to 
influence recruitment-related 
activities. IT Sharanu also al-
leged that Kannoli had ac-
quired two buses using ille-
gally obtained money and 
claimed that several BJP lead-
ers and MLAs attended the 
inauguration of the buses. He 
further alleged that Shobha 
Karandlaje performed a vehi-
cle puja when Kannoli pur-
chased a car. 

Grand Maharathotsava marks 355th 
Raghavendra Aradhana

CH NEWS,RAICHUR
 

The Maharathotsava of Sri Raghavendra Swami of Mantralaya 
was held with great pomp and religious fervour as part of the 
355th Aradhana Mahotsava. The Rathotsava was organised fol-
lowing the Vasantotsava and Prahladaraja Palakki Utsava cele-
brations, held on the occasion of Rayara Utsava. Thousands of 
devotees gathered to witness the grand procession.A special 
highlight of the event was the showering of flowers on the char-
iot from a helicopter by the pontiffs of the Srimath. The seers 
also blessed the devotees and delivered a message on the occa-
sion.

Two boys beaten 
over alleged 

chocolate theft
CH NEWS,VIJAYAPURA

 
Two minor boys were al-
legedly brutally beaten with a 
pipe by a shopkeeper on sus-
picion of stealing chocolates 
at Malaghan village in Alame-
la taluk of district. Police 
have arrested the accused 
shopkeeper in connection 
with the incident.

The victims have been 
identified as Ashif Badegar 
and Maktum Sab Badegar, 
aged 10 and 11 respectively. 
According to reports, the 
shopkeeper, Ashok Pattar, al-
legedly took the boys to his 
shop after accusing them of 
stealing chocolates and as-
saulted them with a pipe. The 
incident was recorded on a 
mobile phone by people pres-
ent at the spot, and the video 
has since gone viral on social 
media. The alleged brutal as-
sault on the children has trig-
gered widespread public out-
rage. 



BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Monday distributed 
compensation to landown-
ers and farmers who parted 
with their land for the Dr K 
Shivaram Karanth Layout 
and said the government was 
committed to reducing their 
hardship.

“I am a farmer’s son and 
understand the pain farmers 
experience when they lose 
their property.

 My intention is to reduce 
that pain,” he said at a pro-
gramme held at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Planetarium 
here.

Shivakumar said compen-
sation had been delayed for 
years due to court cases. Ef-
forts had been made for three 
years to provide relief, but a 
court stay stalled the process. 
The government had lost 
around ₹1,000 crore annually 
due to the delay, he said.

He said the Karanth Lay-
out had involved prolonged 
legal and administrative 
challenges, with land acqui-
sition cases reaching the Su-
p r e m e  C o u r t .  A r o u n d 
₹16,000 crore has been in-
vested in developing the lay-
out, he said.

The layout covers around 
3,700 acres, while nearly 
three crore square feet of 
sites are being allotted to 
farmers. Shivakumar said 
farmers would receive im-
proved compensation options 
for land acquired for BDA 
projects, including double 

the guidance value, double 
TDR, 35% commercial sites, 
FAR or 40% developed land.

Shivakumar also urged 
farmers not to sell the sites 
allotted to them, saying their 
value would rise substantial-
ly in the future.

He said the government 
was developing the Bengal-
uru Business Corridor with a 
₹26,000-crore loan to ease 
traffic congestion. 

He also announced a teak 
plantation programme target-
ing one crore saplings annu-
ally, with 70% of returns 
going to farmers and 30% to 
the government.
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CM gives compensation to 
Karanth Layout landowners
DKS said compensation aims to ease pain of farmers who parted with their land.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar initiates the 
digital allotment process covering nearly 30 
million square feet of land at a programme 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium in Ben-
galuru on Monday. Revenue Minister Krishna 
Byre Gowda, BDA Chairman NA Haris among 
others look on. (Right) Shivakumar interacts 
with farmers on the occasion.  

Karanth Layout
• �Land compensation: Distributed 

to eligible landowners

• Layout area: 3,700 acres

• Investment: `16,000 crore

• �Farmers: 3,200 names to feature 
on Wall of Gratitude

• Site area: Nearly 3 crore sq ft

• �Compensation options: Double 
guidance value/double TDR/35% com-
mercial sites/FAR/40% developed land

• �Peripheral Road: Around 80% 
land acquisition consented

I am a farmer’s son and 
understand the pain 
farmers experience when 

they lose their property.

— D K Shivakumar, Chief 
Minister

The government will create 
a ‘Wall of Gratitude’ carrying 
the names of 3,200 farmers, 
who gave their land for the Dr 
K Shivaram Karanth Layout, 

Shivakumar said, adding that 
the initiative was intended to 

recognise their contribution to 
Bengaluru’s development. He 
also urged beneficiaries not to 
sell their allotted sites, noting 

that property values were 
expected to rise consid-
erably as infrastructure, 
roads and public ame-

nities developed around 
the layout in future years.

DKS: IN TOUCH WITH 
MEA OVER 13 MISSING  

KANNADIGAS IN NEPAL 

A group of 13 Kannadigas 
who travelled to Nepal re-
mains untraceable, Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar 
said on Monday. He said the 
Karnataka government was 
in constant touch with offi-
cials of the Union Ministry 
of External Affairs to inten-
sify search and rescue ef-
forts. The state government 
has also sent its representa-
tives to Nepal to assist in 
tracing the missing persons. 
Shivakumar said officials 
were closely coordinating 
with the Centre and monitor-
ing developments. Efforts are 
underway to establish contact 
with the group and ascertain 
their whereabouts amid the 
ongoing situation in Nepal.

SCO SUMMIT 2026
Every day of war sets 
humanity back: PM

BISHKEK
 

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the sidelines of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) Summit in Bish-
kek of Kyrgyzstan, with PM 
Modi reiterating New Delhi's 
support for all peaceful efforts 
to resolve the Ukraine conflict. 

Modi said every day of the 
war sets humanity back and 
stressed the need to work to-
wards ending hostilities.

Putin said Russia-India rela-
tions were strengthening, aided 
by PM Modi's personal atten-
tion. Tourist exchanges be-
tween the two countries grew 
16% in 2025.

The PM told Putin that India 
would continue to support 
peace, stressing the need to 
move from "endless wars to the 
end of war." He said both coun-
tries could move forward by 
keeping their respective nation-
al interests in mind and added 
that he was carrying a message 
of peace from the land of Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Gautam Buddha.

The bilateral meeting, which 
lasted for nearly 30 minutes, 
began with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi walking up to 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, exchanging a handshake 
and a hug before the talks. Af-
ter the meeting, PM Modi 
shared a video of their interac-
tion on X, writing, “Always a 
delight to meet President Putin. 
Sharing my remarks during our 
meeting in Bishkek.”

At the start of the bilateral 
meeting, PM Modi said, “Ex-
cellency, my friend, I am de-

lighted to meet you.” He said 
Putin’s last visit to India had 
been highly successful and 
memorable, helping take the 
two countries’ economic ties to 
a new level. Modi added that 
the outcome of the Delhi meet-
ing had kept officials in both 
countries busy implementing 
the decisions taken.

The talks focused on key as-
pects of India-Russia ties, in-
cluding trade and investment, 
energy and defence. The 
meeting came a week ahead 

of Putin’s visit to India for the 
annual BRICS summit. Once 
again, the car diplomacy first 
witnessed between PM Modi 
and Putin at the SCO Summit 
in China’s Tianjin last year 
was on display when Putin 
travelled to India a few 
months later in 2025. The tra-
dition has now continued in 
Bishkek.

Diplomacy in a nutshell
→ �PM Modi-Putin car di-

plomacy returns at SCO 
summit in Bishkek.

→ �PM reiterated India's sup-
port for peace and ending 
Ukraine hostilities.

→ �Bilateral talks focussed on 
defence, energy, trade and 
investment cooperation.

Modi-Pezeshkian vow to expand 
India-Iran trade basket

Bishkek: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday told 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian that India wants to 
“expand and diversify” its trade basket with Iran, while 

calling for the West Asia conflict to be resolved through dia-
logue and diplomacy.Modi met Pezeshkian on the sidelines 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit in 
Bishkek of Kyrgyzstan, where the two leaders discussed bi-
lateral ties as well as the evolving situation in West AsiaThis 
comes days after US has warned that economic engagement 
“of any kind” with Iran could trigger penalties as the Trump 

administration seeks to isolate Tehran financially.Against 
that backdrop, PM Modi and Pezeshkian discussed ways to 
expand and diversify the India-Iran trade basket, while also 
taking up the evolving situation in West Asia and the safety 
of commercial shipping and seafarers.“Met President Ma-

soud Pezeshkian in Bishkek. Reiterated our commitment to 
strengthening India's long standing friendship with Iran across 

diverse sectors,” PM Modi said in a social media post.

Wall of gratitude

BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Chief Secretary Dr 
Shalini Rajneesh has outlined 
the key features and review 
mechanism of the govern-
ment’s ‘Prajaseva Abhiyana, 
which will begin from Kudligi 
Hobli in Vijayanagara district 
on September 5.

The initiative aims to take ad-
ministration to citizens’ door-
steps and provide solutions to 
grievances either immediately or 
within a stipulated timeframe. 
Meetings will be held across the 
state every Saturday, with dis-
trict in-charge ministers presid-
ing on the first and third Satur-
days and local MLAs chairing 
meetings on the second and 
fourth Saturdays.

Citizens will receive informa-

tion at least 15 days in advance 
through door-to-door pamphlets 
containing application forms and 
document checklists. AI-based 
calls will also provide details 
about meeting dates, venues and 
presiding representatives.

Applications can be submitted 
beforehand at Grama One cen-
tres. Facilities with computers, 
printers and internet connectivity 
will also be available at meeting 
venues.

Two queues will 
handle grievances: 
one for new com-
plaints and another 
for unresolved or 
unsatisfactorily 
resolved com-
plaints regis-
tered under 
Sakala or IP-

GRS and pending beyond 21 
days. Eligible beneficiaries may 

receive sanction letters and 
resolution documents on 

the spot. A real-time track-
ing facility will enable 
citizens to monitor the 
progress.

‘Prajaseva Abhiyana to take governance to people’
GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL AT DOORSTEPS

INDIA BEATS IRAN WAR BLUES
Logs GDP growth of world-beating 7.8% in Q1FY27; beats RBI forecast.
NEW DELHI

 
India's economy grew 7.8% 
in the April-June quarter of 
2026-27, beating expecta-
tions and the Reserve Bank 
of India's (RBI) forecast of 
7% despite concerns over the 
impact of the Iran war, high-
er energy prices and global 
economic uncertainty.

The growth rate, which 
kept India as the world's 
fastest-growing major econ-
omy, was lower than the 
8.6% expansion recorded in 
the previous quarter but 
higher than the 6.9% growth 
in the corresponding quarter 
of 2025-26, according to 
government data released on 
Monday.

The stronger-than-expect-
ed performance underscored 
the resilience of domestic 

economic activity despite 
heightened geopolitical risks 
and concerns that the Iran 
conflict could trigger higher 
energy prices, inflationary 
pressures and weaker global 
demand.Real Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) at con-
stant prices in the first quar-
ter of FY27 is estimated at 
Rs 81.36 lakh crore, com-
pared with Rs 75.46 lakh 
crore in the corresponding 
quarter of 2025-26, register-
ing a growth rate of 7.8%, 

the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implemen-
tation (MoSPI) said."Indian 
economy has sustained 
growth momentum despite 
global headwinds," the min-
istry said.

More on Page 13

Prajaseva Abhiyana
• Launch: September 5, Kudligi Hobli
• Meetings: Every Saturday
• �First & third Saturday: District 

in-charge minister
• �Second & fourth Saturday: Local 

MLA
• Advance notice: 15 days
• Helpline: 1902
• Online: IPGRS
•� �Review: Three-tier system every 

Wednesday

Three-tier review
Every Wednesday, 

grievances will undergo 
a three-stage review. 
From 9 am to 11 am, 
Tahsildars and Taluk 
Panchayat executive 
officers will examine 

cases. Assistant Com-
missioners will review 

unresolved matters from 
11 am to 1 pm, while Dep-
uty Commissioners will 

conduct district-level 
reviews from 3 pm to 5 
pm. Cases not resolved 

within the stipulated 
period will automatically 

be escalated to higher 
authorities.

Nepal death toll goes past 900
KATHMANDU

 
Devastating floods near the 
border with China have killed 
at least 939 people in Nepal, 
while the number of missing 
in the country dropped to 
3,925, its disaster authority 
said on Monday, as rescue ef-
forts entered a sixth day.

Indian authorities are seek-
ing to identify the bodies, and 
they are not included in the 
toll.

More than 10,000 people 
have been rescued from the 
affected areas, including over 
323 foreign nationals. The 
missing include 590 foreign 
nationals from 39 countries, 
according to the ministry.

Nepal seeks international 
support for tunnel rescue, 
freezers, forensics

Nepal has sought additional 
international support, includ-
ing specialised equipment and 

technical assistance for tunnel 
rescue and forensic work, as 
rescue operations continued 
after the floods that have 
killed hundreds and left thou-
sands missing.

During a press briefing in 
Kathmandu on Monday, Ne-
pal’s  Foreign Minis t ry 
spokesperson Lok Bahadur 
Chhetri said the country had 
sought essential non-food 
items and services such as 
freezers, DNA testing kits and 
LiDAR from the US, re-
lief-specific items like DVI 
from Singapore, and belly 
bridges and high-capacity 
drones from China and Singa-
pore, he said. 

“So far, Nepal has received 
airtight bags for the manage-
ment of bodies, while more 
are also being delivered.” 

A team of 18 forensic ex-
perts from India specialising 
in DNA analysis has been in 
Nepal since August 29, he 
Minister added.

Woman, 2 minor 
grandkids run 
over by train

B E N GA L U R U :  A woman 
and her two grandchildren 
were killed on the spot after 
being hit by a speeding train 
while crossing the railway 
tracks at Doddaballapur city in 
Bengaluru Rural on Monday.

The deceased are Irfana 
(46), Rukiya (13), and Rakiya 
(8) of Palanajogahalli, as per 
the police. The children had 
come from Hindupur to their 
grandmother's house for the 
holidays. The accident oc-
curred this morning while 
they were returning with their 
grandmother to attend school 
as their vacation ended.

Bengaluru Rural Railway 
Police Station inspector Jaga-
dish R said the Latur-Bidar 
Express ran over a woman 
and her grandchildren, who 
were crossing the railway 
tracks near Doddaballapur 
railway station. 

K'taka already releasing mandated 
quantum of Cauvery water: SC

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day noted that Karnataka was 
already releasing the mandated 
quantity of Cauvery river water 
as it resumed hearing on Tamil 
Nadu’s plea seeking directions 
to the upper riparian state for 
the immediate release of its 
due share of water. 

A bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta was 
told by senior advocate C S 
Vaidyanathan, appearing for 
Tamil Nadu, that while the 
Cauvery Water Management 
Authority (CWMA) had re-
corded a backlog, it had issued 
no direction for its clearance. 

He submitted that 24.07 lakh 
acres of agricultural land in 
Tamil Nadu depended on Cau-
very water and that Karnataka 
had released only 26.8 thou-

sand million cubic feet (tmc) 
against a total inflow of 104 
tmc up to August 27, resulting 
in a shortfall at Biligundlu.

Vaidyanathan pointed out 
that Tamil Nadu had filed a re-
view petition on August 27 and 
urged the CWMA and CWRC 
to reconsider the backlog. 

“They have opened irrigation 
for 52% of the area while I 
have not even been able to 
open for 1 per cent,” he said, 
adding that there was no other 
forum and that the court should 
consider why the backlog 
should not be cleared.

Senior advocate Shyam Di-
van, for Karnataka, informed 
the court that on August 30 the 
state had released 9,888 cusecs 
against the required 9,000 cu-
secs and that the figure stood at 
over 11,000 cusecs as of 8 am 
on Monday. 

India’s exemplary 
GDP growth of 

7.8% during Q1 
of FY 2026-27 
is a herculean 

feat. The 
collective strength 

of our people ensured India 
delivered such growth despite 

oil price shocks and supply 
chain issues in the midst of 

global uncertainties.

- Narendra Modi,  
Prime Minister

Doomsayers doomed and 
India bloomed: PM 

FIR against 
Rahul reflects 
BJP’s casteist 
mindset: GP 

BENGALURU
 

Deputy Chief Minister Dr G 
Parameshwara on Monday 
condemned the FIR registered 
by Uttarakhand Police against 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
alleging that it reflected the 
BJP’s “casteist mindset” and 
disregard for constitutional 
values.

Parameshwara said the case 
was a serious attack on democ-
racy, the Constitution and so-
cial justice. He questioned the 
rationale behind registering a 
case against Rahul Gandhi for 
raising concerns over caste 
discrimination and untouch-
ability.

His remarks followed an al-
leged “purification” ritual con-
ducted at a venue in Haldwani 
after Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge addressed a 
p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  t h e r e . 
Parameshwara said such an act 
following the visit of a promi-
nent Dalit leader raised serious 
questions about caste discrim-
ination. “Is it acceptable under 
the Constitution of this country 
to ‘purify’ a place after a Dalit 
leader has visited it?” he 
asked.

He questioned why the au-
thorities had allegedly regis-
tered an FIR against Rahul 
Gandhi instead of acting 
against those responsible for 
the purported discriminatory 
act. He also objected to the use 
of provisions of the SC/ST Act 
against Rahul Gandhi, saying 
the Congress leader had spo-
ken in support of the dignity, 
equality and constitutional 
rights of Dalits.

“Is speaking against un-
touchability a crime? Is ques-
tioning caste discrimination a 
crime? Is raising one’s voice 
for the dignity and self-respect 
of Dalits a crime?” he asked.
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Nelamangala toll rates 

rise, hitting daily 
commuters

Toddler dies during 
treatment after falling 

ill

Jalahalli road cave-in 
gets unusual helmet 

warning

CH NEWS, NELAMANGALA
The National Highway Au-
thority of India has raised 

toll charges at Doddakare-
nahalli and Karabailu pla-

zas on the Nelamanga-
la-Devihalli Expressway 

from midnight on Septem-
ber 1. The increase is Rs 5 
to Rs 10, affecting regular 
commuters. Cars, jeeps, 

vans and light vehicles will 
pay Rs 60 one-way by 

FASTag, while same-day 
return costs Rs 90, up from 

Rs 85. LCVs pay Rs 105 
one-way and Rs 155 daily. 
Buses and trucks will pay 
Rs 205 one-way and Rs 
310 daily. Larger vehicles 

face Rs 330 one-way and 
Rs 495 daily.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A one-and-a-half-year-old 

girl died after falling seri-
ously ill at Dasanapura Na-

garur in Bengaluru North 
Taluk. The deceased child, 

Charvika, also known as 
Diya, was the daughter of 

Supritha and Pradeep, who 
are from Yalagud in Chitra-
durga. She had been stay-
ing with her grandparents, 
Rekha and Guru, after be-
ing left there during wean-

ing. The child was admitted 
to a hospital three days 
ago after developing ex-

cessive phlegm. Despite re-
ceiving treatment in the in-
tensive care unit, her condi-
tion worsened, and doctors 

could not save her.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Residents in Jalahalli have 
found an unusual way to 
warn motorists about a 

dangerous road cave-in. A 
wooden pole topped with 
a helmet has been placed 
in the middle of Jalahalli 

Main Road, alerting drivers 
to avoid the damaged sec-

tion. Part of the road has 
collapsed near a drainage 
area, while traffic contin-
ues moving on the other 

side. Residents placed the 
wooden log and helmet to 
prevent vehicles from get-
ting trapped in the pothole 
and to protect two-wheel-

er riders from falling into 
the pit. The makeshift 
warning highlights the 

road’s poor condition and 
the need for urgent repairs.

Karnataka tightens ban 
on POP Ganesh idols

Reddy flagged Bengaluru’s sewage treatment gaps, ordered plant repairs, and 
gave apartments 15 days to restore non-functional treatment systems

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

With the Gauri Ganesh festi-
val approaching, the Karnata-
ka government has stepped up 
action against the manufac-
ture, storage, transport and 
sale of Plaster of Paris (POP) 
Ganesh idols. 

Forest, Biology and Envi-
ronment Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy said on Monday that 
the state has a complete ban 
on making and storing POP 
idols. He warned that viola-
tors will face seizure of idols, 
fines and criminal cases.

Speaking after a meeting 
with officials at the Environ-
mental Pollution Control of-
fice in Bengaluru, Reddy di-
rected authorities to identify 
units producing banned sin-
gle-use plastic items and im-
mediately stop their opera-
tions. Officials were asked to 
prepare lists of violating units 
and issue notices. The minis-
ter also sought BESCOM data 
on electricity connections and 
usage to help identify plastic 
manufacturing units. He 
asked the police department 
to support strict enforcement 
of the POP idol and single-use 

plastic bans.
Reddy also raised concerns 

over sewage treatment in 
Bengaluru. About 1,800 mil-
lion litres of wastewater is 
reportedly discharged under 
the Bangalore Water Board’s 
jurisdiction every day, while 
around 1,200 million litres is 
treated. The minister said 
some treatment plants are not 
functioning properly and di-
rected officials to issue notic-
es and ensure immediate re-
pairs. Apartment complexes 
with non-functioning sewage 
treatment plants will be given 
15 days to make them opera-
tional, failing which legal ac-
tion will follow.

The minister further or-

dered inspections of indus-
tries located along rivers and 
riverbanks under the National 
River Conservation Project. 
Units releasing untreated or 
poorly treated industrial 
wastewater into water bodies 
will face notices and action. 
He said industries that fail to 
install pollution-control mea-
sures within the given period 
could be shut down, with their 
electricity connections dis-
connected. Efforts under the 
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme will also be extended 
to industrial and highly pol-
luted areas.

Reddy directed officials to 
act against violations of noise 
pollution rules and ensure that 

prescribed sound limits are 
followed. He also called for 
action against unnecessary 
vehicle honking. With festival 
preparations underway, the 
government has made it clear 
that environmental rules will 
be enforced strictly. 

Officials will now be ex-
pected to monitor violations 
closely and take timely action 
to protect public health and 
the environment.

• �POP Ganesh idol manufacture, 
storage completely banned

• �Violators face seizures, fines 
and criminal cases

• �B’luru generates 1,800 MLD 
wastewater under jurisdiction

• �Only around 1,200 MLD  
wastewater currently treated

• �Apartments get 15 days to  
repair STPs

• �Polluting industries face shut-
down & power disconnection

AT A GLANCE

BJP leader seeks 
congress Clarity 

on Hinduism
Ravikumar defended 
Hinduism’s legacy, 

questioned Congress 
leaders’ respect for its 

traditions, and 
demanded Shivakumar 
and Kharge clarify the 

party’s position

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

BJP MLC N. Ravikumar on 
Monday demanded that Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
and the Congress high com-
mand clearly explain the par-
ty’s position on Hinduism. 

His remarks came after 
Minister Basavaraj Rayareddy 
reportedly described Islam as 
superior. Ravikumar ques-
tioned what place Hinduism 
holds within the Congress and 
asked whether the party con-
siders Hinduism less import-
ant. He also urged Congress 
leaders to respond directly to 
Rayareddy’s remarks.

Ravikumar said Hinduism 
has a long history and has 
contributed important ideas to 
society. He questioned Ra-
yareddy’s comments about 
the religion and asked Con-
gress leaders whether they 
considered Hinduism inferior 
or respected its traditions. He 
also referred to Congress 
leaders’ earlier comments on 
Sanatan Dharma and Lord 
Ram, alleging that the party 
had repeatedly made state-
ments that hurt Hindu senti-
ments. He demanded that Shi-
vakumar and Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge clar-
ify the party’s position.

The BJP leader also criti-
cised the Youth Congress pro-
test near the BJP office in 
Bengaluru on Sunday. He 
claimed that Congress work-
ers had surrounded the BJP 

office and alleged that similar 
incidents had occurred sever-
al times. Ravikumar ques-
tioned why the police had 
failed to prevent protesters 
from reaching the office. He 
sought details of FIRs regis-
tered against Congress work-
ers over such incidents and 
demanded stronger action 
against those violating the 
law.

Ravikumar said the BJP 
had repeatedly complained to 
the police and Commissioner 
about security concerns. He 
warned that if adequate pro-
tection was not provided to 
the BJP office, BJP workers 
would protest outside the Po-
lice Commissioner’s office. 
He said political parties have 
the right to protest under de-
mocracy and the Constitution, 
but insisted that demonstra-
tions should be conducted 
within legal limits and with-
out disrupting the functioning 
of another party’s office.

He described his statement 
as a final warning and urged 
the police department to act 
against any future violations. 
The BJP leader said his party 
would not remain silent if 
similar incidents continued. 

His remarks have added an-
other political dispute be-
tween the ruling Congress 
and opposition BJP in Karna-
taka, with both sides facing 
pressure to keep protests 
within democratic and legal 
boundaries.

LOK SHAKTI LEADERS SHIFT 
ALLEGIANCE, JOIN AAP

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Former Lok Shakti Party state 
president C.V. Sthavaramath 
joined the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Monday, along 
with several party office bear-
ers, leaders and supporters. 

The joining took place at a 
ceremony held at the Press 
Club in Bengaluru. The lead-
ers said they wanted to sup-
port politics based on honesty, 
accountability and public wel-
fare.

AAP state president Dr. 
Chief Minister Chandru wel-
comed Sthavaramath and the 
others into the party. He said 

ethical politics had weakened 
in the country and stressed the 
need to bring moral values 
back into public life. Chandru 
said AAP was working to pro-
mote decentralisation, ac-
countable administration and 
people-focused governance.

Sthavaramath said he had 
followed Arvind Kejriwal’s 
political ideas and governance 
model for several years. He 
praised the Delhi administra-
tion for giving importance to 
education, healthcare and 
transparent governance. He 
also appreciated the changes 
made in Punjab under Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 

particularly in the education 
sector, saying these examples 
showed that effective gover-
nance could improve ordinary 
people’s lives.

Sthavaramath said he and 
his supporters were now com-
mitted to the political move-
ment led by Kejriwal. He said 
their goal was to strengthen 
honest, transparent and ac-
countable politics in Karnata-
ka. Party working president 
Sitaram Gundappa, general 
secretary Sanchit Sahwani, 
media coordinator Jagadish V. 
Sadam and several other state 
leaders attended the event.

Among those who joined 
were Basavaraju Neerthadi 
from Davanagere, Satish B. 
Govindappa from Bengaluru, 
L .  M a h a d e v a y a  f r o m 
Chamarajanagar, Dharmendra 
K. from Vijayanagar, Yatish 
M.N. from Dasarahalli, and 
Ranganath R.S. from Madhu-
giri. Several other leaders and 
workers also joined. The in-
duction is expected to add 
strength to AAP’s organisa-
tion in Karnataka and expand 
its support base.

High Court 
grants divorce 
after marital 

cruelty
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court 
has granted divorce to a My-
suru-based couple after find-
ing that the husband faced 
repeated mental and physical 
harassment from his wife. 

The court also noted that the 
wife had been living separately 
since 2017 without a valid rea-
son. A division bench of Jus-
tices D.K. Singh and H. Shanti 
Bhushan heard the husband’s 
appeal against the Mysore Fam-
ily Court, which had rejected 
his divorce plea in 2019. After 
reviewing the evidence and 
documents, the High Court said 
the lower court had failed to 
consider important material be-
fore dismissing the case. The 
bench accepted the husband’s 
claim of cruelty, including alle-
gations of repeated complaints, 
arguments and conduct that 
caused distress. The case re-
cords also referred to the daugh-
ters witnessing the wife with 
another person and being told 
not to disclose it to their father.

Bengaluru police send 
31 Bangladeshis toward 

deportation

RAMANAGARA POLICE 
BUST FAKE CURRENCY 

PRINTING RACKET
CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

 
Police in Ramanagara have 
uncovered a fake currency 
printing racket allegedly op-
erating from a house under 
construction in Shantilal Lay-
out. 

The Aizur police arrested 
five people in connection 
with the case and seized ma-
terials believed to have been 
used to produce counterfeit 
₹200 and ₹500 notes.

According to po-
lice, the accused 
were running the 
illegal operation 
inside a building 
belonging to a 
person named 
Santosh. The 
premises had been 
kept closed to avoid attract-
ing attention. Acting on infor-
mation received about the 
suspected activity, police con-
ducted a surprise raid and un-
covered the alleged network.

Investigators said the gang 
was using special paper 
sheets brought from outside 
and treating them with chem-
icals to make the counterfeit 
notes appear similar to genu-
ine currency. The printed 
sheets were reportedly cut 
carefully, packed into bundles 

and then sold. Police are in-
vestigating where the fake 
notes were distributed and 
whether the accused were 
linked to similar networks 
elsewhere.

A forensic and fingerprint 
team, including experts from 
the Scene of Crime Opera-
tions Centre, examined the 
location after the raid. Chem-
icals, paper and other materi-
als allegedly connected with 
the printing process were 
seized as evidence. Police are 

examining the seized 
items and gath-
ering further in-

formation about 
the operation.
The Ramanagara 

case comes after 
police recently un-

covered another al-
leged counterfeit cur-

rency operation in Dakshina 
Kannada. 

In that case, Uppinangady 
police reportedly raided a 
building in Adenza, Kaniyur 
village, Belthangady taluk, 
and arrested seven people. 

The latest arrests have re-
newed attention on the spread 
of counterfeit currency net-
works and the need for con-
tinued police surveillance and 
investigation.

Rashtriya Ekta Parv celebrates India’s cultural unity
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The two-day Zonal Level 
Rashtriya Ekta Parv 2026 be-
gan at PM SHRI Kendriya 
Vidyalaya MEG and Centre in 
Bengaluru on Monday, bring-
ing together students and cul-
tural teams from Chennai, 
Ernakulam, Hyderabad, Bhu-
baneswar and Bengaluru. 

The programme highlighted 
India’s diversity and the spirit 
of Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat.

The inaugural ceremony 
was attended by Shaik Tajud-
din, Deputy Commissioner, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangath-

an Bengaluru Region, as the 
chief guest. Assistant Com-
missioners R.M. Sokala and 
Ganesh S. Indrale attended as 
guests of honour, while Bal 
Bhavan Superintendent Push-
pavathi was the special guest. 
Several principals from Ben-
galuru’s Kendriya Vidyalayas 
also attended.

The programme began with 
an invocation and traditional 
lamp lighting. Host Principal 
Lokesh Bihari Sharma wel-
comed the guests and high-
lighted the importance of uni-
ty among India’s diverse com-
munities. He said the coun-
try’s strength lies in respect-

ing different cultures while 
remaining united as one na-
tion.

Students presented classical 
and folk dances, followed by 
a colourful dance drama by 
students of KV Malleswaram. 

The performances reflected 
different cultural traditions 
and received appreciation 
from the audience. Address-
ing the gathering, Tajuddin 
said Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat plays an important role 

in strengthening national inte-
gration. He praised the young 
participants for helping pre-
serve and present India’s rich 
cultural heritage.

The inaugural programme 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks, marking the beginning 
of the two-day celebration. 
The event brought together 
young performers from differ-
ent regions and provided them 
an opportunity to share their 
traditions. Organisers said the 
programme would continue to 
promote cultural understand-
ing, national unity and pride 
among students through art 
and participation.

UNITY ACROSS REGIONS

Bengaluru bar questions handling of 
court-imposed fines

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Advocates’ Association, 
Bengaluru, has issued show-
cause notices to its Vice-Pres-
ident Shivashankar 
and Joint Secretary 
Prasanna Kempegow-
da over alleged irregu-
larities in handling 
fines collected by 
magistrate courts.

The association said its ex-
ecutive committee decided to 
issue the notices after con-
cerns emerged over the col-

lection and use of court-im-
posed fines. The alleged irreg-
ularities involved unautho-
rised receipts used for collect-
ing fines, with the amounts 

reportedly running 
into lakhs of rupees.

According to the as-
sociation, the receipts 
were allegedly used by 
Shivashankar  and 
Prasanna Kempegow-

da through an association em-
ployee, Chandrashekar.  The 
association has questioned the 
manner in which the money 

was collected and handled. 
Genera l  Secre tary  H.V. 
Praveen Gowda issued the no-
tices, seeking explanations 
from both office-bearers re-
garding the alleged misuse and 
irregularities. The association 
said the matter came to light 
during proceedings before its 
executive committee. The no-
tices now require the two of-
fice-bearers to respond to the 
allegations.  Further action is 
expected after their explanations 
are considered by the associa-
tion’s executive committee.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Thirty-one Bangladeshi na-
tionals detained by police in 
Bengaluru were sent to Mal-
da in West Bengal on Mon-
day as part of the process for 
their deportation to Bangla-
desh. 

The action was carried out 
under Operation Muktha, a 
continuing Bengaluru City 
Police drive to identify and 
track foreign nationals al-
legedly staying illegally in 
the city.

The 31 individuals had 
been detained by 10 different 
police stations in Bengaluru. 
They were taken from Sir M. 
Visvesvaraya Terminal Ben-
galuru to Malda Railway Sta-
tion by train. A team of 20 
police personnel accompa-
nied them during the journey 
as part of the security ar-
rangements.

According to police, the 
group is expected to reach 
Malda at around 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 1. From 
there, the necessary proce-
dures for their deportation to 
Bangladesh will be undertak-
en by the concerned authori-
ties. The police said the ac-
tion forms part of wider ef-

forts to address cases involv-
ing foreign nationals alleged-
ly residing in Bengaluru 
without valid documents.

M. Narayana,  Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, 
Electronics City division, 
said the operation against il-
legal immigration would 
continue. He confirmed that 
the 31 Bangladeshi nationals 
secured by different police 
stations had been sent to 
West Bengal for further de-
portation proceedings.

Police officials said teams 
are continuing to identify 
foreign nationals suspected 
of staying illegally in Benga-
luru. 

After identification, au-
thorities are taking appropri-
ate legal steps and initiating 
deportation procedures wher-
ever required.

The latest movement high-
lights the continuing enforce-
ment campaign in the city. 
Police said further action 
would be taken based on ver-
ification and legal proce-
dures. 

Officials also stressed that 
such cases would be handled 
through the established pro-
cess, with coordination among 
the concerned authorities.
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MANDYA

Srirangapatna Dasara should 
be organised in a new, mean-
ingful and people-centric 
manner this year, with greater 
opportunities for local artists, 
rural sports and young talent, 
said Ramesh Bandisiddhegou-
da, MLA of Srirangapatna 
and chai rman of  Cha-
mundeshwari Electricity Sup-
ply Corporation.

Speaking at a preparatory 
meeting held at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office, he 
said the Dasara celebrations 
should not remain limited to 
traditional festivities but 
should encourage participa-
tion from people across sec-

tions. Diverse and innovative 
programmes should be organ-
ised to provide the public 
with a new experience, he 
said.

The MLA called for greater 
priority to local artists in cul-
tural programmes. Talented 
artists from the taluk and dis-
trict should be identified and 
provided platforms to show-
case their skills. He also 
stressed the need to effective-
ly organise Sports Dasara by 
promoting traditional rural 
games and encouraging great-
er participation from youth 
and sportspersons.

Bandisiddhegouda also 
called for a three-day Yuva 
Sambhrama before the Dasara 

celebrations, on the lines of 
the event held in Mysuru. He 
said the programme should 
provide a platform for young 
people to showcase their artis-
tic abilities and talents.

Deputy Commissioner Dr 
Kumar said 12 committees 
had been formed to ensure the 
successful conduct of Sriran-

gapatna Dasara. Committees 
have been assigned responsi-
bilities relating to the stage, 
cultural programmes, proces-
sion, exhibition, cleanliness, 
food festival, city decoration, 
Sports and Yoga Dasara, Yuva 
Sambhrama and Children's 
Dasara. Officials were in-
structed to coordinate with 

concerned departments and 
complete preparations without 
lapses.

Zilla Panchayat CEO K.R. 
Nandini said programmes 
highlighting the talents, skills 
and achievements of women 
should be included. She also 
called for greater focus on 
galleries and stalls showcas-

ing local art, handicrafts and 
products made by women’s 
self-help groups. Superinten-
dent of Police Dr V.J. Shobha-
rani and senior district offi-
cials attended the meeting.

SRIRANGAPATNA DASARA TO GET PEOPLE-CENTRIC CELEBRATION
DASARA INCLUSIVITY URGED

Tiger finally trapped 
after repeated village 

sightings

Grandmother, two 
grandchildren killed by 

express

Mysuru
A tiger that had been fre-
quently spotted near Ho-

saholalu village in H.D. 
Kote taluk was finally cap-

tured in a forest depart-
ment cage on Monday, 

bringing relief to residents. 
The animal had been 

moving around the village 
outskirts for several days, 
causing fear among farm-
ers and villagers who were 

hesitant to visit their 
fields. Forest officials 
monitored the tiger’s 

movements and installed 
a cage at a suitable loca-
tion three days ago. The 

tiger entered the cage ear-
ly Monday morning. Villag-

er Rangaraju said resi-
dents had requested offi-
cials to capture the ani-
mal. Dammankatte RFO 

Hanumantharaju said the 
approximately three-year-

old male tiger would be 
released into the 

Kakanakote forest area 
near the Kabini  

backwaters.

Doddaballapur
A 52-year-old woman 
and her two grandchil-
dren were killed after 

being hit by an express 
train near Dodda-

ballapur railway station 
in Bengaluru Rural dis-
trict on Monday morn-

ing. The deceased were 
identified as Irfana (52), 

Rukia (13) and Raqia 
(8). According to police, 
the three were walking 

towards Doddaballapur 
railway station from Mu-
thur when the accident 
occurred. They were re-
portedly walking along 
the railway tracks and 
failed to notice the ap-

proaching train at a 
curve. The speeding ex-
press train struck them, 

killing all three at the 
spot. The children had 
reportedly come from 
Hindupur to stay with 

their grandmother dur-
ing the holidays and 
were returning home 

with her. Yeshwanthpur 
Railway Police visited 

the spot and began an 
investigation.

Kumaraswamy questions 
Kharge over x statements

Kumaraswamy challenged Kharge to face cameras and address recruitment 
corruption claims directly instead of hiding behind social media posts.

TUMAKURU

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy continued his 
criticism of Karnataka Home 
Minister Priyank Kharge, 
questioning why he was 
avoiding direct answers to 
specific questions and re-
sponding mainly through the 
social media platform X.

Kumaraswamy said Kharge 
should address the issues in 
front of the cameras instead 
of making statements on X. 
Taking a sarcastic dig at the 
Home Minister, he said 
Kharge appeared to have 
made a big issue out of some-
thing without answering the 
questions raised. Kumaras-
wamy also said he was not 
someone who would run 
away from a confrontation 
and challenged Kharge to en-
gage in a direct discussion.

Kumaraswamy made seri-
ous allegations regarding the 
ongoing controversy sur-
rounding alleged irregularities 
in the Karnataka Public Ser-

vice Commission (KPSC) re-
cruitment process. He ques-
tioned why an official ac-
cused of manipulating OMR 
sheets was allegedly brought 
from Delhi and kept at a re-
sort in Devanahalli before be-
ing produced before CID offi-
cials. He also sought clarifica-
tion about alleged appoint-
ments given to 24 people and 
asked whether any of them 
were relatives of those in-
volved.

The Union Minister further 
claimed that allegations re-

garding the use of carbon pa-
per to manipulate OMR sheets 
had been widely discussed and 
said such allegations had also 
been supported by the investi-
gation and forensic laboratory 
findings. If the evidence estab-
lished wrongdoing, he ques-
tioned why the Home Minister 
was attempting to defend the 
matter.

Kumaraswamy said he was 
raising the issue in the interest 
of unemployed youth and not 
out of personal animosity to-
wards Kharge. He challenged 
the Home Minister to meet 
him anywhere for a discus-
sion and said he would not 
back down. He added that he 
would speak in detail about 
the issue before the media in 
Delhi and would continue to 
raise concerns until the inter-
ests of unemployed youth 
were protected.

Asked whether he would re-
turn to state politics, Kumaras-
wamy said he would re-enter 
Karnataka politics for the 2028 
Assembly elections. In an ap-

parent reference to Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar, he re-
marked that people would ul-
timately decide whose political 
position remained.

Kumaraswamy 
demands Kharge's 

resignation
Union Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy ac-

cused Karnataka Home 
Minister Priyank Kharge 

of shielding officials 
involved in recruitment 
scams within the Kar-
nataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC). 
Highlighting forensic 

evidence of OMR sheet 
manipulation in Assis-

tant Executive Engineer 
posts, Kumaraswamy 
demanded account-

ability and a high-level 
probe to protect unem-

ployed youth. 

Undertrial hospitalisation row: 
Jail superintendent transferred

MANDYA

Mandya District Prison Su-
perintendent Shanthamma has 
been transferred to Bellary 
Central Prison following alle-
gations that an undertrial pris-
oner was provided special 
treatment at a hospital. Direc-
tor General of Prisons Alok 
Kumar issued the transfer or-
der, which has come into ef-
fect immediately.

The undertrial prisoner, 
Mohammed Hussain, who 
was lodged in Mandya Dis-
trict Prison in connection with 
a land scam case, had been 
admitted to the Mandya Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(MIMS) Hospital. During a 
surprise inspection, Mandya 
District Judge C. Chan-
drashekar reportedly found 
the prisoner with a young 
woman at the hospital. The 
incident was subsequently re-
ported widely in the media.

The judge’s inspection also 
reportedly revealed that the 
prisoner had been admitted to 
the hospital without prior in-
formation being given to the 
court. Taking serious note of 
the matter, the judge directed 
the concerned authorities to 
submit a report explaining the 
circumstances under which 
the prisoner was admitted and 
the arrangements made for his 
treatment.

Following the incident and 
the media reports, DGP Alok 

Kumar visited the Mandya 
District Prison personally and 
inspected its administration 
and records. The department 
subsequently initiated an in-
quiry into the matter to deter-
mine whether there had been 
violations of prison proce-
dures and lapses in supervi-
sion.

According to the official 
transfer order, prima facie 
dereliction of duty was found 
on the part of Superintendent 
Shanthamma in connection 
with the incident reported in 
various media outlets. Conse-
quently, she has been trans-
ferred to Bellary Central Pris-
on with immediate effect and 
assigned special duty there 
until further orders.

The prison department has 
also ordered a comprehensive 
inquiry into the allegations 
concerning the administration 
of Mandya District Prison. 
The department stated that 
further action would be con-
sidered after the detailed in-
quiry report is received.

The concerned prison su-
perintendents have been di-

rected to submit compliance 
reports to the headquarters 
confirming Shanthamma’s re-
lease from her present duties 
and her reporting for duty at 
Bellary Central Prison.

Mandya District Judge C. 
Chandrashekar discovered a 

prisoner with a young woman 
during a hospital inspection, 
sparking widespread media 

coverage

POINTS
• Judge inspected  

unauthorized hospital 
inmate admission.

• Court sought explanation 
for treatment  

arrangements.

• DGP Alok Kumar person-
ally inspected prison.

• Department initiated  
formal supervisory inquiry.

• Superintendent  
Shanthamma found prima 

facie negligent. 

• Transferred immediately 
to Bellari Central Prison.

• Comprehensive probe 
into prison administration 

ordered. 

• Authorities directed to 
submit compliance reports.

Students from all colleges in the 
taluk should be given 
opportunities to showcase their 
talents through cultural and 
other programmes. A film 
festival featuring quality and 
message-oriented movies should 
also be organised for children. 
The education department 
should make arrangements for 
schoolchildren to attend the 
screenings.

- Ramesh Bandisiddhegouda,  
MLA of Srirangapatna

Muniyappa warns detractors, 
says they’ll regret

KOLAR

Minister K.H. Muniyappa has 
hit back at his detractors, say-
ing those who are currently 
speaking against him will even-
tually regret their remarks. His 
statement comes amid reported 
differences within the Congress 
party in Kolar district, where 
tensions between sections of 
local leaders have attracted at-
tention. Muniyappa said people 
were free to make statements 
against him, but indicated that 
their criticism would not affect 
his political work. “Let them 
speak, they will regret it,” he 
said, asserting confidence in 
his position and political expe-
rience.

The minister also hinted that 
efforts were underway to re-
solve the differences within the 
Congress unit in Kolar district. 
He suggested that discussions 
were being held to address mis-
understandings among party 
leaders and workers and bring 
greater coordination within the 
organisation.

The differences within the 
district Congress unit have 
emerged as a matter of concern 
for the party, particularly as 
leaders and their supporters 

have expressed divergent views 
on local political issues. Muni-
yappa’s remarks indicate that 
the party leadership is keen to 
prevent the disagreements from 
growing further and affecting 
its organisational strength.

Muniyappa has been a prom-
inent Congress leader from Ko-
lar and has held several import-
ant responsibilities in the state 
government. His latest com-
ments are being viewed against 

the backdrop of continuing 
political discussions among 
Congress leaders in the district.

Party leaders are expected to 
hold further discussions to set-
tle the differences and improve 
coordination among various 
groups. The focus is likely to 
remain on strengthening the 
party organisation and ensuring 
that internal disagreements do 
not affect its functioning at the 
grassroots level.

Meanwhile, Muniyappa’s 
strong response has added a 
political edge to the ongoing 
developments in Kolar. 
While he did not elaborate on 
the individuals he was refer-
ring to, his warning that crit-
ics would regret their com-
ments has drawn attention 
within political circles. The 
minister’s remarks also un-
derline the continuing chal-
lenges faced by the Congress 
in maintaining unity among 
its district-level leaders. With 
efforts reportedly underway 
to resolve the differences, 
party workers are hoping that 
the issues will be settled 
through discussions and that 
the organisation will remain 
united ahead of future politi-
cal challenges.

Congress faces factional 
heat in Kolar

Internal friction within 
the Kolar district Con-

gress unit has flared up, 
prompting senior leader 
K.H. Muniyappa to issue 
a stern warning against 

critics amid ongoing 
disagreements over local 

political issues. While 
party high-command 

efforts continue to bridge 
gaps and secure grass-
roots coordination, Mu-

niyappa's sharp remarks 
have magnified existing 

factional fault lines within 
state political circles.

RAMANAGARA 

The Bharat Ko Jano pro-
gramme, organised by the 
Bharat Vikas Parishad, was 
held at Patel Public English 
School near Kempegowda 
Circle on Magadi Road in Ra-
managara. The programme 
was inaugurated by Patel C. 
Raju, founder-secretary of Pa-
tel English School. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said the 
Bharat Ko Jano initiative was 
being organised across the 
country with the message that 
every citizen should have a 
better understanding of India, 

its heritage and its values.
He said quiz and ques-

tion-paper examinations were 
being conducted for school-
children as part of the pro-
gramme. The questions cover 
topics related to India’s land 
and water resources, patrio-
tism, devotion, respect for 
parents and the lives and con-
tributions of great personali-
ties who shaped the nation. 
Such activities help children 
develop knowledge, good val-
ues and a sense of responsi-
bility towards society and the 
country, he said.

Raju explained that stu-

dents who qualify at the ini-
tial level would get an oppor-
tunity to participate in quiz 
competitions at the district, 
state and national levels. He 
urged students to make the 
best use of the opportunity 
and actively participate in the 
programme.

Rajanna, who presided 
over the programme, said In-
dia’s reputation and respect 
had been growing both with-
in the country and abroad. He 
said the Bharat Vikas Parish-
ad was working to strengthen 
the feeling that all Indians 
belong to one nation.  

Bharat Ko Jano symbolises national unity: Raju

Signal installation sought 
to prevent accidents

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Residents have urged the au-
thorities to install a suitable 
traffic signal and deploy po-
lice personnel at the Eesha 
Foundation entrance near Lin-
gasettipura Gate in Chikka-
ballapur taluk to prevent fre-
quent accidents and 
regulate heavy traffic.

The Eesha Founda-
tion, located near the 
district headquarters, 
attracts thousands of 
visitors every day. 
However, the Lingaset-
tipura Cross junction, 
which connects the na-
tional highway with the 
road leading towards the out-
skirts of the city and the foun-
dation, witnesses heavy traf-
fic. Residents said frequent 
accidents have occurred at the 
junction due to the movement 
of a large number of vehicles, 
resulting in several people 
losing their lives.

They urged the authorities 
to install an appropriate traffic 
signal at the junction and de-
ploy police personnel to reg-
ulate vehicles, particularly 
during busy hours. They said 
immediate action was neces-
sary to prevent further acci-
dents and ensure the safety of 
motorists, pedestrians and 
visitors travelling towards the 
foundation.

Residents also highlighted 
the problem of encroachment 
on footpaths along the city’s 
major B.B. Road and M.G. 

Road. Several shops and com-
mercial establishments, in-
cluding roadside eateries, ho-
tels, pani puri stalls and other 
businesses, have allegedly 
occupied portions of the foot-
paths by placing goods and 
structures on pedestrian path-
ways.

According to the residents, 
the encroachments have 
made it difficult for pedestri-
ans to use the footpaths, forc-
ing many people to walk on 
busy roads and increasing the 
risk of accidents. They ap-
pealed to the authorities to 
take appropriate action 
against unauthorised occupa-
tions and clear the footpaths 
at the earliest.

A representation was sub-
mitted to newly appointed 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Padmini Sahu, request-
ing immediate steps to clear 
the encroachments and im-
prove traffic safety. Karnata-
ka Sene district president V. 
Ravikumar and office-bear-
ers S. Sridhar, Shravan Ku-
mar, Bharat M.A., Lakshmi-
narasimha, Sridhar J. and 
others were present.

Hunsur journalists 
set example for 

state: H.P. Manjunath
HUNSUR

Former Hunsur MLA H.P. 
Manjunath praised journalists 
of the Hunsur Taluk Journal-
ists’ Association for maintain-
ing the credibility and dignity 
of the print media. He said 
their commitment to truth and 
public interest had made them 
a role model for journalists 
across Karnataka.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Press Day celebra-
tions at Ambedkar Bhavan in 
the city, Manjunath said 
journalists in the taluk had 
resisted temptations and 
worked for the creation of a 
better society. Their report-
ing also helped elected rep-
resentatives remain account-
able and focus on the devel-
opment of the taluk. He as-
sured journalists of his con-
tinued support and promised 
to extend assistance for the 
construction of a journalists’ 
building.

V.H. Foundation president 
Varsha Harish Gowda said 
the media played a vital role 
in correcting social inequali-
ties and bringing injustice to 
public attention. She urged 
journalists to remain inde-
pendent, unbiased and com-
mitted to their profession 
without yielding to pressure 
or inducements. She also 
stressed the need to improve 
the financial security of jour-
nalists and provide them 
with better social protection.
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MANGALURU

Puttur MLA Ashok Kumar 
Rai has written to Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar alleg-
ing corruption, irregularities 
and extortion by engineers of 
the Karnataka Rural Infra-
structure Development Limit-
ed (KRIDL) in the execution 
of development works in the 
constituency.

Rai has levelled serious al-
legations against KRIDL 
Mangaluru Executive Engi-
neer Vijay and Junior Engi-

neer Prajwal. He claimed that 
irregularities had occurred in 
the implementation and su-
pervision of several develop-
ment projects 
and sought the 
state govern-
ment’s inter-
vention into 
the matter.

Accord-
ing to the 
MLA, con-
tractors and 
agencies in-
volved in de-
v e l o p m e n t 
works have faced 
difficulties due to 
the alleged conduct of the 
officials. He has raised con-
cerns over the manner in 
which works are being execut-
ed and monitored and has 

sought an inquiry into the al-
leged financial irregularities.

The MLA’s complaint 
comes amid concerns over 

transparency and account-
ability in the imple-

mentation of gov-
ernment-funded 

infrastructure 
p r o j e c t s . 
KRIDL un-
d e r t a k e s 
several rural 
infrastruc-
ture and de-

v e l o p m e n t 
works, making 

effective monitor-
ing important to 
ensure that public 

funds are utilised properly.
Rai has maintained that the 

allegations should be investi-
gated independently and that 

responsibility should be fixed 
if any wrongdoing is estab-
lished. He also called for 
measures to ensure that con-
tractors and other stakehold-
ers can execute development 
works without facing alleged 
harassment or pressure from 
officials.

The letter to the Chief Min-
ister is expected to draw the 
government’s attention to the 
functioning of KRIDL offi-
cials in the region. Further 
action will depend on the 
state government’s response 
and any inquiry initiated into 
the allegations.

The allegations made by the 
MLA are yet to be estab-
lished, and the concerned 
KRIDL officials are expected 
to have an opportunity to re-
spond to the charges.

Brother kills elder 
brother over mobile 

phone

BPL cardholders asked 
to complete e-KYC

Mangaluru
A 40-year-old man was al-

legedly stabbed to death 
by his younger brother fol-

lowing a dispute over a 
mobile phone near Kottara 

Cross in Mangaluru. The 
deceased, Adiveppa, and 
his 36-year-old brother 

Raju were from Bailhongal 
in Belagavi district and 

lived with their mother in a 
rented house. Police said 

the brothers argued over a 
mobile phone around 

10.30 p.m., and the dispute 
escalated. Raju allegedly 
stabbed Adiveppa with a 
knife. Their mother later 

found him seriously injured 
and rushed him to Wen-

lock Hospital, where doc-
tors declared him dead. 

Urwa police arrested Raju 
and began further investi-

gation.

Chitradurga
Antyodaya and Priority 

Household (BPL) ration 
cardholders in Chitradurga 
district have been asked to 
complete e-KYC for eligi-

ble family members whose 
previous e-KYC was com-
pleted five years ago. The 
free e-KYC facility will be 

available at fair price 
shops from September 1 to 
15. Cardholders must carry 

their latest caste certifi-
cate, active mobile phone 
and ration card when visit-
ing the shop for biometric 

verification. Officials 
warned that beneficiaries 

who fail to complete 
e-KYC may lose access to 

government benefits. 
Food, Civil Supplies and 

Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment Joint Director Shi-

dram Marihal urged eligible 
ration cardholders to make 

use of the facility within 
the specified period.

 ‘PUTTUR CHALO’ RALLY, 
HEAVY POLICE DEPLOYMENT

Police intensified surveillance across key roads, junctions, crowded zones, 
and sensitive areas to maintain public safety and law and order

PUTTUR

Hindu organisations and the 
BJP have organised a ‘Puttur 
Chalo’ rally in Puttur on 
Monday to protest against a 
recent clash reported in Dar-
be. Police have granted con-
ditional permission for the 
rally and made elaborate se-
curity arrangements across 
the city. As a precautionary 
measure, a police route march 
was conducted in Puttur. The 
exercise was aimed at boost-
ing public confidence and 
briefing personnel deployed 
for security duties. Police 
have increased surveillance at 
major roads,  junctions, 
crowded areas and other sen-
sitive locations.

A total of 168 police offi-
cers and personnel have been 
assigned specifically for the 
rally. The deployment in-
cludes one Additional Super-
intendent of Police, one Dep-
uty Superintendent of Police, 
three police inspectors, 10 
sub-inspectors, 14 assistant 
sub-inspectors and 139 other 
police personnel.

In addition to the local po-
lice force, five Karnataka 
State Reserve Police (KSRP) 
platoons, two State Armed 
Police (SAF) teams and seven 
District Armed Reserve 
(DAR) platoons have also 
been deployed. Personnel will 
be stationed at the rally venue 
and along important connect-
ing routes to prevent any un-
toward incidents.

Police said strict security 
measures have been put in 
place to ensure that the pro-
gramme remains peaceful and 
that public movement is not 
affected. Participants and or-

ganisers have been instructed 
to follow the conditions at-
tached to the permission 
granted for the rally.

Authorities have warned 
against unlawful activities, 
provocative slogans, clashes 
or any attempts to disturb 
public order during the pro-
gramme. Police patrols have 
already been intensified in the 
city, while vehicle checks are 
being conducted at important 
locations.

The police are also moni-
toring social media platforms 
to prevent the circulation of 
provocative content or false 

information that could create 
tension during the rally.

With more than 200 person-
nel, including reserve forces, 
involved in the overall securi-
ty arrangements, police offi-
cials said all necessary pre-
ventive measures had been 
taken to maintain law and 
order and ensure that the ‘Put-
tur Chalo’ programme con-
cludes peacefully.

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS, PORTS & INLAND 
WATER TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

Item rate tenders are invited through e-procurement portal only on behalf of Governer of 
Karnataka from Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid document KW-4 
form The Total no of works is 1, H/A :- 5054-04-337-0-01-132 MDR Improvements Works 
maximum estimated cost is Rs, 450.00 lakhs, Further changes in this Notification will be Pub-
lished in E-Procurement Only. Date of events as follows:

More information can be had from the web site: https://www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in & Any 
other details required can be obtained from office of the under signed during office hours.

Phone/Fax: 08226-222027                                    Email:eecnr@kpwd.gov.in / pwdeechngr@gmail.com

Executive Engineer
PWD Division,

Chamarajanagar.NO: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 320:2026-27

(Through e-Procurement portal only)
(Two Cover System: Section-1-Technical Bid and Section-2-Financial Bid)

Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajanagara  
Division, Chamarajanagara

1 Date and Time for downloading the tender document 
from the e-procurement portal

From 27.08.2026 to 28.09.2026 upto 
16.30 Hrs.

2 Pre-Bid Meeting Date 10.09.2026 in Division Office Meet-
ing Hall at 11.00 AM

3 downloading the tender document from the Last Date 
and Time 28.09.2026 after 16.30 Hrs.

4 Date & Time for opening of Technical bid 29.09.2026 after 16.30 Hrs.

5 Date & Time for opening of Financial bid 03.10.2026 Morning 11.00 AM.

Date: 27-08-2026Short Term Tender Notification No 14/2026-27

POINTS
• Police route march  
conducted in Puttur.

• Surveillance increased across 
sensitive city locations.

• Total 168 police personnel 
specifically assigned.

• Reserves include KSRP, 
 SAF, and DAR.

• Strict security measures ensure 
peaceful program.

• Authorities warned against 
unlawful provocative activities.

• Vehicle checks and intensified 
patrols implemented.

• Participants instructed to follow 
permit conditions.

Drought anger awaits CM 
Shivakumar in Gadag

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, 
CH NEWS
 
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar is set to face political 
challenges and public anger 
during his first visit to Gadag 
district after assuming office 
as Chief Minister. While 
people are hoping for special 
development measures, 
farmers and opposition par-
ties are preparing to protest 
against what they describe as 
the government’s inadequate 
response to the drought situ-
ation.

The Chief Minister is 
scheduled to visit Gadag to 
review the drought situation. 
However, there is speculation 
in political circles that his vis-
it also has a personal purpose. 
Shivakumar is expected to 
visit the historic Muktimandir 
Mutt in Lakshmeshwar taluk 
to fulfil a vow. Some sections 
have questioned whether the 
religious visit is being pre-
sented as an official drought 
inspection.

Gadag district is reportedly 
facing a severe rainfall short-
age this year. According to the 
information cited by local 
groups, the district has re-
corded an estimated 80 per 
cent deficit in rainfall, leaving 
farmers under considerable 

stress. Despite the situation, 
only Gajendragad taluk has 
been declared drought-hit. 
Farmers and residents are de-
manding that the remaining 
taluks should also be included 
in the drought-affected list 
based on the actual ground 
situation.

Farmers’ organisations and 
JD(S) leaders are preparing 
protests during the Chief 
Minister’s visit. They have 
announced plans to display 
black flags and black cloth as 
a mark of protest against the 
government’s handling of the 
drought issue. The proposed 
demonstration is expected to 
put additional political pres-
sure on the Chief Minister 
during his visit.

The district’s political cir-
cles are witnessing mixed 
sentiments. Congress work-
ers and supporters have ex-
pressed disappointment over 
the absence of representation 
from Gadag in the Cabinet. 
At the same time, the district 
has welcomed the elevation 

of one of its leaders to the 
prestigious post of Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly.

People are also expecting 
Shivakumar to announce a 
special development package 
and additional grants for 
Gadag. Residents argue that 
the district, which has faced 
developmental challenges for 
years, requires substantial in-
vestment in infrastructure, 
agriculture and public ser-
vices.

The Chief Minister’s visit 
will therefore be closely 
watched, with protests on 
one side and expectations of 
development announcements 
on the other. How Shivaku-
mar responds to the drought 
concerns and demands for 
special grants will be signif-
icant for the district’s politi-
cal climate.

Chief 
Minister 

Shivakumar to take the 
allegations seriously and 

order a detailed investigation 
into the functioning of the 

concerned KRIDL officials. sought 
appropriate action if the 

allegations are established 
through the inquiry.

- Ashok Kumar Rai,  
Puttur MLA

CM DK Shivakumar is coming to 
Gadag district to fulfill his vow, 

but he has only declared drought 
on the pretext of observing 

drought. Although the farming 
community in the district is in 

distress due to lack of rain, only 
one taluk in the district has 

declared drought, which is an 
injustice to the farmers. We will 

show black clothes to the CM.
— Venkanagouda R Govindagouda,  

State Spokesperson

 

Puttur MLA alleges corruption by KRIDL engineers
Rai has accused KRIDL 

Mangaluru Executive 
Engineer Vijay and Junior 

Engineer Prajwal of serious 
misconduct.

MANGALURU 

Mangalore Electricity Supply 
Company (MESCOM) has 
taken up a major modernisa-
tion initiative to install cov-
ered conductors, or insulated 
power wires, in dense forest 
areas and elephant corridors 
across the Malnad and coastal 
regions.

The ambitious project, esti-
mated to cost around ₹100 
crore, aims to protect ele-
phants and other wildlife from 
electrical accidents while re-
ducing frequent power inter-
ruptions in villages located 
near forests, particularly 
during the monsoon season.

In dense forests and sensi-
tive elephant corridors, even 
a small tree branch falling on 
exposed power lines can 
cause sparks, fuse failures 
and prolonged power cuts. 
Locating faults in remote for-
est areas is also difficult for 
line staff, who often have to 
walk several kilometres 
through inaccessible terrain. 
Such exposed lines also pose 
a serious risk to elephants 
and other wild animals that 
may come into contact with 

them. Covered conductors 
have an insulated protective 
layer that reduces the possi-
bility of sparks when branch-
es or other objects fall on the 
wires. The technology is 
therefore expected to im-
prove power supply reliabil-
ity while reducing risks to 
wildlife.

The project is being imple-
mented across seven MES-
COM divisions, with greater 
priority being given to for-
est-rich areas of Shivamogga 
and Chikkamagaluru dis-
tricts. Tendering has already 
been completed and works 
are progressing in forest and 
elephant corridor areas under 
Puttur, Shivamogga, Sagara, 
Chikkamagaluru-1, Chikka-
magaluru-2, Koppa and 
Kundapura divisions.

Although the initial instal-
lation cost of covered con-
ductors is nearly twice that 
of conventional wires, MES-
COM expects long-term sav-
ings through reduced main-
tenance expenses, lower 
power losses and less man-
power required to locate and 
repair faults in difficult for-
est terrain.

Covered conductors to protect 
elephants, power lines

Dr Tanuja Patil felicitated 
for new leadership role

HUBBALLI

Professor Dr Tanuja Patil (Jawa-
li), who was elected president of 
the Inner Wheel Club Hubballi 
North, was felicitated by various 
organisations at a programme held 
at the residence of Prabhu Sattigeri 
in Hubballi.

The Horkeri Masthar Education 
Foundation, Rani Channamma En-
vironment Service Committee and 
Basava Environment Conservation 
Committee jointly organised the 
programme. Dr Tanuja Patil was 
honoured with a shawl and garland 
in recognition of her new respon-
sibility. Members and well-wishers 
congratulated her and wished her 

success.
The organisers expressed confi-

dence that the club would under-
take more socially oriented activi-
ties during her tenure, particularly 
in education, social service, wom-
en’s empowerment, healthcare and 
environmental protection.

Sohan Suresh Horkeri, personal-
ity development trainer Rajashekar 
Patil, writer Kavita Hegde Abha-
yam, Anupama G.R., Ravi M.B., 
Sumangala Somanakatti and Kavya 
Sattigeri were among those pres-
ent.

Dr Suresh D. Horkeri, K.S. In-
amati, B.L. Lingshettar and sever-
al others also attended the pro-
gramme.

HULKOTI

Major Dhyan Chand, regarded as one of India’s 
greatest field hockey players and an iconic fig-
ure in world sports history, continues to inspire 
generations of sportspersons through his excep-
tional skills, discipline and dedication, Sports 
Department Director Mahantesh said.

He was speaking at a National Sports Day 
programme organised by the Sports Department 
at Sri K.H. Patil Government First Grade Col-
lege in Hulkoti under the IQAC, to mark the 
birth anniversary of Major Dhyan Chand. Mah-
antesh said Dhyan Chand was renowned for his 
extraordinary control of the ball and remarkable 
style of play, earning him the title of the ‘Wizard 
of Hockey’.

He recalled that Dhyan Chand had served in 
the Indian Army and practised hockey under 
moonlight after completing his military duties. 
This practice was reportedly one of the reasons 
he came to be associated with the name ‘Dhyan 
Chand’. During India’s golden era in hockey, he 
played a key role in the country’s dominance at 
the international level and helped India win three 
consecutive Olympic gold medals.

Mahantesh said August 29, Dhyan Chand’s 
birth anniversary, is observed as National Sports 
Day across the country to honour his contribu-
tion to Indian sports. Physical education teacher 
Shobha Adike delivered the introductory address 
and explained the importance of National Sports 
Day and the role of sports in students’ lives.

Major Dhyan Chand 
remains a guiding light

RAGHAVENDRA SWAMY ARADHANA...

Devotees gathered in large numbers in Koppal for the 355th Aradhana Mahotsava of Raghavendra Swamy, 
featuring a grand chariot festival, devotional music by Puttur Narasimha Nayak, and mass prasad distribution.                                                                            
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Gujarat woos big investments ahead VGGS - 2027 
GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel held a series of meet-
ings with industry leaders in 
New Delhi on Monday, discuss-
ing proposed investments run-
ning into thousands of crores 
across automobiles, chemicals, 
renewable energy, green manu-
facturing and advanced technol-
ogy ahead of the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit (VGGS) 2027.

At the VGGS 2027 cur-
tain-raiser at Bharat Mandapam, 
Patel met representatives of 
JBM Group, DCM Shriram, 
Schneider Electric India, JSW 

MG Motor India and Tata Pow-
er Renewable Energy, among 
others. The meetings focused on 
expansion plans and invest-
ments in Gujarat.

JBM Group discussed a pro-
posed Rs 3,500 crore invest-

ment to expand auto-component 
and electric bus manufacturing 
in the state. Patel said the com-
pany has maintained a 17-year 
manufacturing presence and 
employs more than 9,000 peo-
ple across Sanand, Vithalapur 

and Becharaji. Talks also cov-
ered potential partnerships for 
compressed biogas plants and 
advanced energy-storage sys-
tems.With DCM Shriram Chair-
man and Senior Managing Di-
rector Ajay Shriram and Aditya 

Shriram, Patel discussed plans 
to invest Rs 8,000-10,000 crore 
at Dahej over the next five to 
seven years. The plans include 
expansion of captive green-en-
ergy integration. Patel also con-
gratulated the company after its 

Jhagadia facility received Glob-
al Lighthouse recognition from 
the World Economic Forum.

Schneider Electric India Man-
aging Director and CEO Deep-
ak Sharma met Patel to discuss 
strengthening manufacturing 
operations in Gujarat, including 
the company’s upcoming fourth 
facility and specialised technol-
ogies for hyperscale data cen-
tres. The meetings are part of 
Gujarat’s preparations for 
VGGS 2027 and underline the 
state government’s efforts to at-
tract large-scale investment 
across emerging and strategic 
sectors.

INVESTMENT PUSH

Turkey ignoring  
sea route in link  

with ASEAN
CH NEWS, New Delhi

Turkey considers itself to 
be a bridge connecting 

continents. This is a good 
image for its connection 
with Southeast Asia, ex-
cept that it focuses more 

on the land and its two ex-
tremes while neglecting 

the waters filled with con-
tainer vessels, oil tankers 
and undersea cables, ac-
cording to an article in In-
dia Narrative. These ships 

and cables are already 
connecting Turkey and 

Southeast Asia. Only Tur-
key policy is yet to catch up 
with that reality, states the 

article by Mehmet Enes 
Beşer.

n �Rs 3,500 crore: JBM Group’s proposed Gujarat investment. 

n �Rs 8,000-10,000 crore: DCM Shriram’s planned Dahej invest-
ment over five to seven years. 

n �JBM’s Gujarat operations have a 17-year manufacturing pres-
ence and employ more than 9,000 people. 

n �Schneider Electric discussed its upcoming fourth facility and 
technologies for hyperscale data centres.

On a growth note

NEW DELHI

India’s real GDP growth accel-
erated to an estimated 7.8 per 
cent in the first quarter of fis-
cal 2026-27, prompting Union 
Ministers to highlight the resil-
ience of the economy and 
credit reforms and policy mea-
sures of the NDA government.

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said the perfor-
mance reflected the strength 
of the Indian economy, with 
nominal GDP growth estimat-
ed at 10.3 per cent during the 
quarter. Real Gross Value 
Added (GVA) also recorded 
robust growth of 8.2 per cent.

Sitharaman attributed the 
strong showing to the hard 
work and resilience of the 
people, alongside reforms un-
dertaken by the NDA govern-
ment and what she described 
as agile management of the 
economy. She said the gov-
ernment, under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, remained committed to 
expanding economic opportu-
nities and creating conditions 
for sustained growth.

Commerce and Industry 
Minis ter  Piyush Goyal  
welcomed the figures, saying 
the 7.8 per cent real GDP 
growth demonstrated India’s 
growing economic strength 
and resilience. 

He said the performance 
was supported by the efforts 
of Indians and complemented 
by reform-oriented govern-
ment policies.

Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
said the growth was significant 
given global uncertainties, oil 
price shocks and supply-chain 

disruptions. 
He credited the collective 

stren gth of different sectors 
and the enterprise of India’s 
1.4 billion people for helping 
the economy withstand exter-
nal pressures.

Puri also highlighted India’s 
energy diplomacy as an im-
portant factor in navigating 
global challenges.

The remarks reinforced the 
government’s narrative that 
reforms and domestic econom-
ic activity are helping India 
maintain strong momentum 
despite global uncertainty.

Indian economy posts robust growth 
India’s GDP growth for April-June of FY 26-27, beat odds and the impact of the US-Iran war to come in at a resilient 7.8%.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said India’s 
exemplary GDP growth of 7.8 
per cent during the first quar-
ter (Q1) of the current finan-
cial year (FY 2026-27) is a 
“herculean feat”.

In a post on X, PM Modi 
said: “The collective strength 
of our people ensured India 
delivered such growth despite 
oil price shocks and supply 
chain issues in the midst of 
global uncertainties”. “Doom-
sayers were doomed and In-
dia bloomed…yet again!” he 
posted.

Despite global headwinds, 
India recorded real GDP 
growth at Rs 81.36 lakh crore 
in the first quarter of this fiscal 
(Q1 FY27), against Rs 75.46 
lakh crore in Q1 FY 2025-26 
-- registering a robust growth 

rate of 7.8 per cent, govern-
ment data showed on Monday.

Nominal GDP (or GDP at 
current prices) in Q1 FY 2026-
27 is estimated at Rs 88.27 
lakh crore, against Rs 80  
lakh crore in Q1 of FY 2025-
26, showing a growth rate of 
10.3 per cent, the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Im-
plementation said in a state-
ment.

Notably, the real gross value 
added (GVA) in Q1 FY 2026-

27 is estimated at Rs 73.82 
lakh crore, against Rs 68.21 
lakh crore in Q1 FY 2025-26, 
showing a growth rate of 8.2 
per cent. On the other hand, 
nominal GVA in Q1 FY 2026-
27 is estimated at Rs 80.53 
lakh crore, against Rs 72.24 
lakh crore in Q1 of FY 2025-
26, showing a growth rate of 
11.5 per cent, according to the 
data.

The estimates of Quarterly 
GDP as per base year 2022-23 
majorly follow the guidelines 
and standards as mentioned in 
the Quarterly National Ac-
counts Manual of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
2017, said the ministry. 

The new series of National 
Accounts Statistics has  
adopted the ‘Double Defla-
tion’ approach for estimating 
the GVA of the Manufacturing 
sector, said the ministry.

TASHKENT

Indian travellers visiting Uz-
bekistan will soon be able to 
make instant merchant pay-
ments through the Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), after 
NPCI International Payments 
Limited (NIPL) signed a com-
mercial agreement with the 
National Interbank Processing 
Centre JSC (NIPC), operator 
of Uzbekistan’s HUMO 
payment system.

The agreement, 
signed on August 
30 during Prime 
Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s bilat-
eral visit to Uz-
bekistan, ex-
pands UPI’s in-
ternational reach 
and enables Indian 
users to scan Uz-
bekistan’s national 
interoperable QR 
code, UZQR, using 
their UPI-enabled 
applications.

The partnership fol-
lows approvals from the 
Reserve Bank of India and 
the Central Bank of Uzbeki-
stan. The Uzbek central bank 
has designated HUMO as 
NIPL’s authorised partner for 
cross-border merchant accep-

tance. Through 
integrat ion 
with the Cen 
tral Bank of 
U z b e k i -
stan’s man-
dated Uni-
fied National 
QR infrastru 
cture, UPI 
users are ex-
pected to gain 
broad accep-
tance across 

retail, hospitali-
ty and service 

merchants. Indian 
tourists, business 

travellers and stu-
dents will be able to 

make person-to-merchant pay-
ments directly from their Indian 
bank accounts. The arrange-
ment is expected to reduce de-

pendence on international 
cards and cash while easing 
foreign-exchange payment 
friction. It also marks another 
step in digital public infrastruc-
ture cooperation between the 
two countries and supports 
their economic engagement.

The development comes as 
India continues expanding 
UPI-linked payment systems 
overseas. The Maldives last 
month became the ninth coun-
try to announce the successful 
go-live of integration between 
its Maldives Instant Payment 
System, Favara, and UPI.

The Uzbekistan agreement 
adds another destination to In-
dia’s growing cross-border dig-
ital payments network, making 
transactions simpler for Indi-
ans travelling, studying or con-
ducting business there.

n �Real GDP growth estimated 
at 7.8% 

n �Nominal GDP growth stood 
at 10.3% 

n �Real GVA expanded by 8.2% 

n �Ministers credited reforms 
and economic management 

n �Growth came amid global 
uncertainties and oil shocks 

Growth holds firm 
amid global crisis India’s exemplary GDP growth 

a ‘herculean feat’: Modi

UPI set to expand in Uzbekistan
UPI in Uzbekistan

n �Indian tourists, business trav-
ellers and students can make 
direct merchant payments. 

n �UZQR will be scannable 
through UPI-enabled appli-
cations. 

n �Payments can be made direct-
ly from Indian bank accounts. 

n �Integration covers retail, 
hospitality and services. 

n �The move reduces reliance 
on cards and cash while 
easing foreign-exchange 
payment friction. 

n �Uzbekistan joins India’s 
expanding UPI international 
network. 

UPI’s latest overseas 
expansion will let 

Indian visitors pay 
Uzbek merchants 
directly through 
familiar apps by 

scanning 
UZQR 
codes.

NEW DELHI

The Central Consumer Pro-
tection Authority (CCPA) 
has imposed a penalty of 
Rs 1 lakh on United Bis-
cuits Private Limited, for-
merly known as Pladis In-
dia Private Limited, over 
what it termed a misleading 
“wholewheat” claim in the 
marketing of McVitie’s 
Wholewheat Marie Bis-
cuits.

The action followed suo 
motu cognisance of a social 
media article questioning 
the product’s ingredients 
and claims. The authority 
examined the biscuit pack-
aging and its online listings 
before initiating proceed-
ings. According to the 
CCPA order, the ingredient 
declaration showed whole 
wheat flour accounted for 
only 19.5 per cent of the 
biscuits, while refined 
wheat flour, or maida, 
made up 52 per cent. The 
authority said prominently 
using “wholewheat” in the 
product name could lead an 
average consumer to be-
lieve that whole wheat 
flour was the predominant 
ingredient.

The Directorate General 
(Investigation), tasked with 
examining the matter, sub-
mitted its report on July 16, 
2026. It noted that the bis-
cuits were marketed as 
“McVitie’s Wholewheat 
Marie Biscuits” despite 
containing only 19.5 per 
cent whole wheat flour.

CCPA fines 
United Biscuits 

Rs 1 lakh

NEW DELHI

Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
met India’s newly appointed 
Ambassador to Qatar K Srikar 
Reddy to discuss ways of 
strengthening bilateral energy 
relations between India and 
the Gulf country.

“Happy to meet Amb. Dr. 
K. Srikar Reddy Ji, with 
whom I’ve had the opportuni-
ty of working during my ten-
ure in the Ministry of Com-
merce between 2019-2021. It 
is wonderful to see him take 
on his new responsibility as 
India’s Ambassador to Qatar”, 
Puri said in a post on X.

“India and Qatar share a 
warm and enduring partner-
ship, with energy cooperation 
as one of its key pillars. 
During my visit to Doha in 
April 2026, I had fruitful dis-
cussions with Qatar’s Minis-

ter of State for Energy Affairs 
and President and CEO of 
QatarEnergy, Saad Sherida 
Al-Kaabi on further strength-
ening our strategic partner-
ship and building a reliable, 
long-term energy relation-
ship,” the minister said.

Puri highlighted that the 20-
year LNG agreement between 
India’s Petronet LNG and Qa-
tarEnergy, securing 7.5 mil-
lion tonnes of LNG annually 
from 2028 to 2048, is a land-
mark achievement in the en-
ergy partnership between the 
two countries and an import-
ant pillar of India’s long-term 

energy security.
Meanwhile, India’s LNG 

imports have shot up by 24 
per cent to $5.6 billion during 
April-July of the current fi-
nancial year, up from $4.5 
billion in the same period of 
the previous financial year, 
with shipments being increas-
ingly sourced from the USA 
amid the West Asia crisis.

India has gone in for a 
sharp increase in purchases of 
LNG and LPG from the Unit-
ed States as the choking of the 
Strait of Hormuz has disrupt-
ed supplies from the Gulf 
countries.

In July, India’s LNG im-
ports increased by 9.1 per 
cent to $1.2 billion from $1.1 
billion in July 2025. Import 
volumes during the month 
stood at 2,915 mmscm, up 1.5 
per cent from 2,872 mmscm 
in July last year, official fig-
ures showed.

Puri briefs India’s new envoy 
to Qatar on energy issues

NEW DELHI

The semiconductor ecosystem 
being developed in India is 
expected to create 50,000–
60,000 direct jobs, Union 
Minister for Electronics and 
IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw, said on 
Monday. India achieved its 
target of developing 85,000 
semiconductor engineers over 
a period of 10 years in just 
four years and has now set a 
new target of developing one 
lakh more engineers.

“In the coming years, close 
to 10 per cent of the global 
semiconductor industry’s 
market is expected to be in 
India. Students from Tier-II 
and Tier-III cities have al-
ready designed more than 250 
chips,” he said while outlin-

ing the government’s vision 
for taking India’s semicon-
ductor ecosystem to the next 
level.

“In one case, commercial 
production commenced with-
in just 13 months of the 
groundbreaking, while ap-
provals were granted within 
200 days, 150 days and even 
90 days in multiple cases,” 
said the minister.

The government has noti-

fied all six pillars of the Semi-
con 2.0 Scheme, marking a 
significant step towards 
strengthening India’s semi-
conductor design and manu-
facturing capabilities. The 
scheme builds on the momen-
tum generated by the first 
Semicon India Programme 
and provides fiscal and infra-
structure support across the 
semiconductor value chain 
from chip design, fabrication 
and packaging to equipment, 
materials, research and devel-
opment, and talent develop-
ment.

The six pillars under Semi-
con 2.0 are Design; Machines 
and Materials; Setting up 
more Fabs; Further strength-
ening the ATMP/OSAT indus-
try; Research and Develop-

ment; and Talent Develop-
ment. Projects supported un-
der Semicon 2.0 will general-
ly have a duration of up to six 
years, while the scheme will 
initially remain open for ap-
plications for three years.

The India Semiconductor 
Mission (ISM) will be the 
nodal agency for Semicon 
2.0. It will invite applications, 
undertake technical and finan-
cial appraisal, recommend 
applicants, and oversee imple-
mentation.

ISM may implement the de-
sign and deployment catego-
ries with the assistance of 
C-DAC. The mission may 
also announce semiconductor 
deep-tech awards from 2026 
to promote niche innovation, 
said the notification.

Semiconductor push could create around 60K direct jobs: Min
NEW DELHI

The National Cybercrime 
Threa t  Analy t ics  Uni t 
(NCTAU), operating under the 
Union home ministry’s Indian 
Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C), has warned users 
about a rise in financial fraud 
involving malicious Android 
applications disguised as por-
nography apps and promoted 
through advertisements on 
Facebook and Instagram.

In an advisory issued by the 
I4C, the agency identified sev-
eral apps, including “Night 
Play”, “Reloop”, “Kyss”, 
“Vimo”, “Rivo”, “Nexo” and 
“Vixa”, along with similar vari-
ants, as part of the threat. Ac-
cording to the advisory, the 
malicious applications are pri-
marily promoted through por-
nography-related advertise-
ments or links on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Users clicking on these ad-
vertisements are redirected to 
websites hosting pornographic 
content, where they are 
prompted to download an An-
droid Package Kit (APK) from 
outside the Google Play Store.

The websites involved are 
largely associated with “.live” 
domains, the advisory said. Af-
ter the initial application is in-
stalled, users may be prompted 
to download a secondary pack-
age disguised as an app update. 
This process can exploit per-
missions obtained or abused by 
the first application.

The malware subsequently 
seeks Accessibility and other 
sensitive permissions from the 
user. Once these permissions 
are granted, the malicious ap-
plication can obtain extensive 
control over the device and 
continue operating in the back-
ground.

MUMBAI

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has is-
sued observations on the Na-
tional Stock Exchange’s (NSE) 
initial public offering (IPO)’s 
draft papers and is awaiting a 
response from its lead manag-
ers, a report has said.

As per analysis by Business 
Line, the regulator issued ob-
servations on NSE’s draft pa-
pers. The exchange and its ap-
pointed merchant bankers are 
expected to respond before the 
regulator takes a final view on 
the proposal, it added.

The development comes a 
day after SEBI Chairman 
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said the 
regulator was close to approv-
ing NSE’s draft papers, signal-
ling progress in an IPO process 
that has faced delays for nearly 
a decade.

NSE had filed its draft red 
herring prospectus (DRHP) 
with SEBI in June for an offer-
for-sale (OFS) of up to 148.9 

million equity shares with a 
face value of Re 1 each.

The proposed share sale rep-
resents about 6 per cent of the 
exchange’s paid-up capital. 
The issue does not include a 
fresh issue component and all 
proceeds from the offering will 
go to the selling shareholders.

NSE’s plans to go public 
have been held up for years 
due to regulatory concerns, in-
cluding matters relating to the 
co-location and dark fibre cas-
es. The listing proposal gath-
ered momentum earlier this 
year after the exchange re-
ceived a no-objection certifi-
cate from SEBI following 
which its board approved the 
IPO plan.

Last month, SEBI in-princi-
ple agreed to settle applications 
filed by NSE in the co-location 
and dark fibre matters for Rs 
1,491.21 crore. According to 
the report, the exchange is cur-
rently estimated to be valued at 
around Rs 5 lakh crore in the 
unlisted market.

SEBI awaits clarification from NSE 
IPO bankers after observations

Fake porn 
apps target 

FB, Insta users
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STREET FOOD 

There is a distinct, undeniable rhythm to a city’s street food 
culture. Long before high-end restaurants began curating 
farm-to-table menus or experimenting with molecular 

gastronomy, sidewalk vendors were quietly perfecting the art 
of feeding the masses. From the sizzling taco stands of Mexico 
City and the aromatic night markets of Bangkok to the vibrant 
chaat stalls of Mumbai, street food is far more than a convenient 
bite on the go. It is the living, breathing heart of a community’s 
culture, history, and daily life.

To truly understand a city, one must eat from its streets. While 
fine dining often reflects an idealized, curated version of a re-
gion’s cuisine, street food offers an authentic, unvarnished por-
trait of local taste. The recipes sold from tiny carts and humble 
pushwagons are rarely invented in modern test kitchens; they 
are time-honored traditions passed down through generations. 
Each dish tells a story of migration, trade, resourcefulness, and 
local agriculture. The fusion of spices in a single bowl of Viet-
namese pho or the complex layering of a Nigerian suya skew-
ered on the roadside carries centuries of heritage in every single 

bite.
Beyond its historical roots, street food acts as one of society’s 

greatest democratic spaces. On any given afternoon, you will 
find corporate executives in tailored suits standing side by side 
with construction workers, students, and artists, all waiting pa-
tiently for the same hot off the grill skewers or freshly fried 
dumplings. At the street cart, class distinctions dissolve. Qual-
ity is judged not by white tablecloths, sommelier lists, or Mi-
chelin stars, but by the richness of the broth, the crunch of the 
crust, and the speed of the cook’s hands. It is an egalitarian 
dining experience where everyone shares the exact same count-
er, sidewalk, or bench.

Moreover, street food serves as a vital economic engine for 
local communities. It provides low-barrier entrepreneurial op-
portunities for working-class families, migrants, and culinary 
artisans who might otherwise lack the capital to open tradition-
al storefronts. These vendors are micro-entrepreneurs who pow-
er local economies, source ingredients from neighborhood mar-
kets, and enliven public spaces. A bustling street food alley 
transforms ordinary concrete pavement into a vibrant social 
hub, bringing foot traffic, safety, and human connection to ur-
ban neighborhoods.

Of course, modern urban development and rising regulatory 
hurdles frequently threaten these traditional food ecosystems. 
Gentrification, strict zoning laws, and misplaced sanitation fears 
often push long-time vendors off the pavement. While food 
safety regulations are necessary to protect public health, city 
planning must find a balanced middle ground that preserves 
street vendors rather than erasing them. Losing street food 
means losing a city’s unique sensory identity the sizzle of hot 
oil, the cloud of fragrant smoke, and the welcoming warmth of 
a neighborhood cook.

Street food is not merely quick fuel for busy days; it is a 
celebration of human creativity, community resilience, and 
shared culture. The next time you walk past a bustling roadside 
stall, skip the chain restaurant, follow the aroma, and take a seat 
on a plastic stool. You aren’t just getting a meal you are partak-
ing in the authentic soul of the city.

BALANCING SCREEN TIME FOR 
HEALTHY CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Smartphones have trans-
formed from modern 
conveniences into cen-
tral fixtures of child-

hood and adolescence. From 
early interactive gaming to 
social media platforms, chil-
dren today are growing up sat-
urated in digital media. While 
these devices offer unmatched 
educational resources and in-
stant connectivity, their perva-
sive presence raises urgent 
questions regarding mental 
health, cognitive growth, and 
social development. As screen 
time continues to surge 
among young populations, 
parents, educators, and poli-
cymakers must confront the 
profound impacts of unmon-
itored smartphone use on the 
next generation.
At the heart of the debate is 
the impact of smartphone en-
gagement on physical and 
mental well-being. Prolonged 
screen use is consistently 
linked to sedentary lifestyles, 
contributing to rising rates of 
childhood obesity and poor 
posture habits. More critical-
ly, the blue light emitted by 

screens disrupts sleep archi-
tecture by suppressing mela-
tonin production, leaving 
c h i l d r e n  c h r o n i c a l l y 
sleep-deprived. This lack of 
rest directly impairs emotion-
al regulation, attention spans, 
and academic performance. 
Furthermore, the constant 
stream of curated content on 
social media exposes impres-
sionable minds to unrealistic 
standards, cyberbullying, and 
relentless peer comparison, 
contributing to heightened 
anxiety and depression 
among youth.
Beyond psychological health, 
smartphone overuse funda-
mentally alters how children 
learn to interact with the 
physical world. Early child-
hood is a critical window for 
developing fine motor skills, 
spatial awareness, and face-
to-face social intelligence. 
When interactive real-world 
play, reading, and outdoor 
exploration are replaced by 
passive swiping, foundation-
al developmental milestones 
can be delayed. In class-
rooms, teachers increasingly 

report fighting for students’ 
fractured attention. The in-
stant gratification inherent to 
digital algorithms trains 
young brains to seek short-
term dopamine hits, making 
the sustained focus required 
for complex problem-solving 
and deep reading far more 
difficult to cultivate.
However, demonizing tech-
nology outright is neither 
practical nor productive. 
Smartphones provide vital 
communication channels for 
safety, foster digital literacy 
essential for the modern 
workforce, and allow chil-
dren to connect with diverse 
communities and learning 
tools. 
The goal should not be com-
plete isolation from the digi-
tal world, but rather the es-
tablishment of healthy digital 
boundaries and active paren-
tal guidance.
To foster a balanced relation-
ship with technology, fami-
lies and institutions must im-
plement proactive solutions. 
Parents should establish clear 
household guidelines, such as 

designating screen-free zones 
in bedrooms and during 
meals, while encouraging al-
ternative activities l ike 
sports, arts, and face-to-face 

socializing. Tech companies 
must also be held account-
able to higher safety stan-
dards, enforcing strict age 
verification and designing 
algorithms that protect young 
users from addictive mechan-
ics. Additionally, schools 
should implement digital lit-
eracy curricula that teach 
children how to navigate the 
online world critically and 
responsibly.
Smartphones are powerful 

tools that can either enrich or 
hinder a child’s development 
depending on how they are 
integrated into daily life. En-
suring that technology serves 

our children rather than con-
trolling them requires vigi-
lant oversight, clear boundar-
ies, and a shared commit-
ment to prioritizing re-
al-world experiences. 
By guiding youth toward in-
tentional and balanced smart-
phone habits today, we pro-
tect their health, well-being, 
and capacity for meaningful 
connection tomorrow.

REVITALIZING GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS: 
THE FOUNDATION OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Education is the single 
most powerful tool 
for social mobility, 
yet for millions of 

children, access to quality 
learning remains an unreach-
able privilege. At the heart of 
this divide sits the public ed-
ucation system. While private 
institutions often dominate 
discussions around academic 
excellence,  government 
schools remain the backbone 
of society, educating the ma-
jority of the population par-
ticularly those from under-
privileged backgrounds. Re-
imagining and revitalizing 
these institutions is not mere-
ly a policy goal; it is a moral 
and economic imperative.

For decades, public schools 
have struggled under the 
weight of systemic neglect. 
Inadequate infrastructure, 
shortage of trained teachers, 
and outdated learning materi-
als have compromised the 
quality of education provided. 

Outdated sanitation facilities, 
lack of digital access, and 
missing basic learning ameni-
ties have routinely led to high 
drop-out rates, particularly 
among young girls. When a 
school lacks electricity, clean 
water, or basic safety, learning 
naturally takes a back seat to 
survival.

However, writing off gov-
ernment schools overlooks 
their immense, irreplaceable 
potential. Public schools are 
democracy in action.

 They bring together chil-
dren from diverse socio-eco-
nomic, cultural, and religious 
backgrounds into a shared 
space, fostering empathy, so-
cial cohesion, and mutual un-
derstanding. Unlike private 
academies driven by market 
logic, public schools exist 
solely to serve the public 
good .  Eve ry  s t anda rd 
achieved within a government 
school lifts an entire family 
out of generational poverty.

In recent years, isolated 
success stories have proven 
that transformation is entirely 
achievable with dedicated po-
litical will and systemic re-
form.

 Model public school initia-
tives across various regions 
have demonstrated that when 
governments invest heavily in 
modernizing classrooms, inte-
grating digital learning, and 

prioritizing comprehensive 
teacher training, students 
thrive. Upgrading physical 
infrastructure is only the first 
step; the true shift occurs 
when teaching methods are 

modernized to encourage crit-
ical thinking rather than rote 
memorization.

Furthermore, community 
engagement plays a vital role 
in sustaining this transforma-

tion. When local communi-
ties, parents, and civic organi-
zations take an active interest 
in school governance, ac-
countability increases. 

A public school should 
function as the vibrant nucle-
us of its community, offering 
nutritious meal programs, ba-
sic health checkups, and safe 
extracurricular spaces along-
side academic instruction.

Achieving equal opportuni-
ty demands that a child’s zip 
code or family income never 
dictates their future potential. 
Strengthening government 
schools is an investment in 
human capital that yields 
compounding returns in civic 
stability, innovation, and na-
tional prosperity. 

To build a fair society, pub-
lic education must be treated 
not as a secondary welfare 
program, but as the premier 
national priority.

vvv

Regulating Children Screen Time

Smartphones are increasingly dominating childhood, replacing active play with passive screen 
consumption. This shift contributes to sleep deprivation, shortened attention spans, and height-
ened anxiety among impressionable youth. While technology offers educational value, unre-
stricted usage impairs emotional regulation and face-to-face social development. Parents must 
establish clear boundaries, such as designating screen-free zones at home, while schools should 
promote digital literacy. Regulating device habits early is essential to ensure technology en-
hances childhood rather than dictating it.
	 - Rohit Denzil T.

Protecting Young Mental Health

The rising prevalence of smartphones among children presents severe mental health risks 
that require urgent community action. Exposure to idealized social media content fosters 
peer pressure, low self-esteem, and persistent sleep disruption. Children need structured 
time away from digital screens to engage in real-world creative exploration, physical 
activity, and interpersonal relationships. Tech companies must strengthen child safety 
controls, but lasting change begins at home through balanced guidelines and active pa-
rental engagement.

- Teena Rachel

Rethinking Classroom Mobile Devices

Smartphones in schools have turned into constant distractions that disrupt the learning envi-
ronment. Constant notifications and instant access to entertainment fragment students’ focus, 
making deep reading and complex problem-solving difficult. While digital tools can enrich 
education, unmonitored device access in classrooms undermines academic performance and 
social interaction during breaks. School boards should implement strict phone-free policies 
during school hours to restore focused, engaging learning environments for all students.
 

-  Venkatesh

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

THE HIDDEN COST OF 
RAPID WARDROBE 

REFRESHES

In today’s hyper-connected world, trends no longer take sea-
sons to evolve; they change with the pull of a scroll. Fast 
fashion has mastered the art of democratizing style, trans-

forming high-fashion runway looks into affordable, everyday 
wardrobe additions within a matter of days. Consumers can 
effortlessly update their closets for the price of a morning cof-
fee, indulging in the thrill of novelty without breaking the bank. 
Yet, beneath this illusion of accessible glamour lies a relentless 
global supply chain driven by overproduction, excessive waste, 
and significant environmental and human costs.

The underlying model of fast fashion thrives on hyper-con-
sumption. To keep prices ultra-low and output extraordinarily 
high, speed and volume are prioritized above all else. Garments 
are increasingly made from low-grade synthetic fibers like poly-
ester and nylon, which require fossil fuels to produce and take 
hundreds of years to decompose. As these cheap garments lose 
their appeal after only a few wears, millions of tons of discard-
ed clothing end up directly in landfills or incinerators each year. 
Beyond solid waste, the manufacturing process pollutes local 
waterways through toxic chemical dyes and sheds vast quanti-
ties of microplastics into the world’s oceans, quietly damaging 
marine ecosystems.

The human dimension of this system is equally concerning. 
To maintain wafer-thin profit margins, manufacturing is fre-
quently outsourced to regions where labor regulations are lax 
or poorly enforced. Garment workers the majority of whom are 
women often endure long hours, unsafe working environments, 
and wages that fall far short of a living standard. The pressure 
to meet aggressive production deadlines routinely squeezes the 
most vulnerable hands in the chain, creating a stark contrast 
between consumer convenience in one part of the world and 
systemic hardship in another.

STRENGTHENING HOSPITALS: THE 
SACRED PILLARS OF PUBLIC HEALTHCARE

Hospitals stand as the 
ultimate sanctuaries 
of human vulnera-
bility and resil-

ience. Within their walls, life 
begins, healing occurs, and 
solace is offered in moments 
of deepest crisis. They serve 
not merely as physical struc-
tures filled with advanced 
medical equipment, but as the 
foundational pillars of public 
health, social stability, and 
economic vitality. Yet, as 
modern medicine advances at 
a breathtaking pace, hospitals 
worldwide face unprecedent-
ed strain, revealing a critical 
need for structural reform and 
sustained public investment.

For decades, healthcare sys-
tems have grappled with 
mounting pressures. Rising 
population density, growing 
rates of chronic illness, and 
recurring global health emer-
gencies have repeatedly 

pushed hospitals to their oper-
ational limits. Emergency 
rooms are often overbur-
dened, medical staff face 
widespread burnout, and rural 
communities frequently lack 
immediate access to special-
ized care. These challenges 
highlight a fundamental real-
ity: when hospitals struggle, 
the entire safety net of society 
begins to fray. Healthcare 
cannot function effectively if 
its frontline institutions are 
perpetually under-resourced.

Reimagining the modern 
hospital requires a dual com-
mitment to technical innova-
tion and compassionate care. 
On the technological front, in-
tegrating digital health records, 
modern diagnostic imaging, and 
smart triage systems can dra-
matically streamline hospital 
workflows, reducing waiting 
times and eliminating medical 
errors. Infrastructure modern-

izations such as expanding in-
tensive care capacity, ensuring 
reliable supply chains, and 
modernizing sanitation systems 
are indispensable steps to ensur-
ing patient safety and operation-
al efficiency.

However, advanced equip-
ment alone does not heal; hu-
man beings do. The true core of 
any hospital is its dedicated 
workforce of doctors, nurses, 
paramedics, and support staff. 
Sustained investment in health-
care infrastructure must priori-
tize the well-being and profes-
sional growth of medical work-
ers. Expanding training pro-
grams, improving working 
conditions, and establishing 
competitive compensation 
packages are essential steps to-
ward building a resilient health-
care workforce capable of meet-
ing growing medical demands.

HARMONIZING MIND 
AND BODY: THE MODERN 

POWER OF YOGA

In an era defined by con-
stant notifications, relent-
less productivity, and 
rising stress levels, the 

quest for inner peace has 
shifted from a wellness luxury 
to an urgent necessity. Amidst 
countless modern lifestyle 
trends, an ancient practice 
continues to offer the most 
enduring solution. Yoga, a 
discipline refined over thou-
sands of years, transcends 
simple physical exercise to 
serve as a comprehensive 
blueprint for mental clarity, 
emotional balance, and phys-
ical vitality. As the pace of 
global life accelerates, redis-
covering this holistic disci-
pline is vital to restoring indi-
vidual and collective well-be-
ing.At its core, yoga is far 
more than a sequence of 
physical postures performed 

on a mat. Rooted in the San-
skrit word yuj, meaning "to 
unite," the practice establishes 
a conscious bridge between 
the breath, physical body, and 
conscious mind. In modern 
fitness culture, physical health 
is  frequently measured 
through high-intensity exer-
tion or muscular strength 
alone. While these attributes 
have value, yoga introduces a 
essential counterweight fo-
cused on flexibility, postural 
alignment, and nervous sys-
tem regulation. Through con-
trolled movements (asanas) 
and deliberate breathwork 
(pranayama), practitioners 
learn to move through dis-
comfort with grace a skill that 
translates directly into every-
day stress management.

- SHAZHA KHAN- GERALD JOSEPH

- ALLAN B. 

- MATTHEW C.R. 

- SUGANTHI

- BENEDICT INBARAJ
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Delhi extends pink tickets for women commuters
NEW DELHI

 The Delhi government has ex-
tended the use of paper-based 
pink tickets for women avail-
ing free travel on Delhi Trans-
port Corporation (DTC) and 
Cluster buses until September 
17. The decision gives women 
commuters additional time to 
shift to the Pink Saheli Smart 
Card, which will become man-
datory for free bus travel from 
September 17.

Delhi Health Minister Pan-
kaj Kumar Singh said the ear-
lier deadline of August 31 had 
been extended. He said the 
paper tickets would remain ava 

ilable until September 17, after 
which women will have to use 
the smart card to continue re-
ceiving the free travel benefit.

The government plans to end 
the existing system of paper 
tickets and move completely to 
the Pink Saheli Smart Card. 

The card, which works as a 
National Common Mobility 
Card, is designed to digitally 
record journeys. It will also be 
linked to the user’s Aadhaar 
and mobile phone, according 
to officials.

Officials said eligible wom-

en can continue receiving pa-
per-based pink tickets and trav-
elling free on DTC and Cluster 
buses until the revised dead-
line. The government has 
asked depot managers, region-
al managers, conductors and 
enforcement staff to inform 

passengers about the change 
and encourage women to ob-
tain their smart cards before 
September 17.

The Transport Department 
will run awareness campaigns 
through announcements at de-
pots and inside buses, as well 
as through social media and 
print media. According to gov-
ernment records, more than 
18.13 lakh Pink Saheli Smart 
Cards have already been is-
sued. The extension is intended 
to provide a smoother transi-
tion for women commuters 
before the smart card becomes 
the only method for accessing 
free bus travel.

PINK TICKET EXTENSION

Delhi police arrest  
two in bus  

gang-rape case

Three killed in 
Kaushambi factory 

explosion

CH NEWS, DELHI
Delhi Police arrested a bus 

driver and conductor for 
allegedly gang-raping a 
17-year-old girl inside a 

moving bus on August 4. 
The survivor was travelling 
from Mainpuri to visit a rel-

ative in Sector 63, Noida, 
when she was picked up 
near Pari Chowk. Police 

said she was assaulted in-
side the bus and later 

dropped near Ring Road in 
Delhi’s Kashmiri Gate area. 

After her complaint was 
filed late that night, police 

registered an FIR under rel-
evant POCSO Act sections 

on August 5, seized the 
bus and arrested both ac-

cused.

CH NEWS, UTTAR 
PRADESH

Three people were killed 
and five injured after a 
massive explosion at a 
firecracker factory near 

Manauri Bazar on the Kau-
shambi-Prayagraj border 
in Uttar Pradesh on Mon-
day. The blast followed a 
fire that triggered several 

explosions, damaging 
nearby houses and caus-
ing panic. District Magis-

trate Vipin Pal reached the 
site and directed officials 

to speed up rescue efforts 
and provide medical care. 
Firefighters, police, admin-
istrative teams and six to 
eight ambulances were 

deployed. The injured 
were taken to SRN Hospi-
tal in Prayagraj, while res-

cue teams continued 
searching the debris.

LUCKNOW

Lucknow Police found Hindu 
activist Dhirendra Pratap 
Singh dead with bullet wou 
nds in a canal in Lucknow’s 
Dubagga area after he had 
been missing for two days. 

Preliminary investigation 
suggests Singh was killed in-
side his Fortuner SUV before 
his body was dumped in the 
canal. 

Police suspect his driver 
may have colluded with ri-
vals over an alleged land dis-
pute. 

Singh’s abandoned vehicle 
was earlier recovered in the 
Sushant Golf City area, about 
15 km away. 

The driver has been taken 
into custody, while forensic 
teams continue examining 
the scene.

NEW DELHI

Delhi’s draft electoral roll has 
excluded 47.7 lakh voters af-
ter the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR), leaving nearly one 
in every three voters out of 
the newly published list. The 
draft roll was released on 
Monday and covers around 
1.45 crore electors in the na-
tional capital. The final elec-
toral roll will be published on 
November 4.

Delhi Chief Electoral Offi-
cer Ashok Kumar said voters 
whose names are missing 
from the draft list can request 
inclusion. They must submit 
Form 6 along with the re-
quired supporting documents 
by September 30. The claims 

will then be examined before 
the final electoral roll is pre-
pared.

Voters can check whether 
their names appear in the 
draft roll through the Election 
Commission’s voter services 
portal. Officials have advised 
citizens to carefully verify 
their names and other details. 
Those who find their names 
missing should use the claim 

process within the given 
deadline to avoid problems 
later.

The exclusion of such a 
large number of voters has 
made it important for resi-
dents to check the revised list. 
Being left out of the draft roll 
does not mean an eligible cit-
izen has permanently lost the 
right to vote. Eligible voters 
can still apply for inclusion 

by following the prescribed 
procedure and submitting the 
necessary documents.

The September 30 deadline 
gives voters limited time to 
check their status and file 
claims. After considering 
claims and objections, author-
ities will publish the final 
electoral roll-on November 4. 
The revision process is aimed 
at updating Delhi’s voter re-
cords and ensuring that eligi-
ble citizens are included. Vot-
ers are therefore urged to 
check their names soon and 
complete the required process 
before the deadline. This will 
help them remain part of the 
electoral process and exercise 
their voting rights in future 
elections

Delhi draft electoral roll 
excludes 47.7 lakh voters
Delhi’s draft electoral roll has excluded 47.7 lakh voters after the Special Intensive 

Revision, leaving nearly one in every three voters outside the published list.

The child “had been 
scared of visiting the 

washroom for several days, 
remained agitated, and cried 
uncontrollably through the night.” 

- Police officer, Delhi

“Those left out 
can seek 

inclusion through Form 6 
with supporting 
documents by September 
30”

- Ashok Kumar, Delhi Chief 
Electoral Officer

CHENNAI

A political dispute broke out 
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
over the ₹261-crore Chennai 
Global Sports City project at 
Semmenchery. The issue was 
raised by Leader of Oppo-
sition Udhayanidhi 
Stalin after reports 
suggested that 
the project had 
been dropped. 
The proposed 
spor ts city 
had earlier re-
ceived atten-
tion as a ma-
jor  p lan  to 
s t r e n g t h e n 
sports infrastruc-
ture in Chennai.

Udhayanidhi ques-
tioned Sports Minister Aad-
hav Arjuna about the status of 
the project. He said the DMK 
government had planned the 
facility across 128 acres to 
train athletes to Olympic stan-
dards and create internation-
al-level sports infrastructure. 
The project was also intended 
to provide facilities for a wide 

range of sporting ac-
tivities.

Responding to 
the concerns, 
Arjuna said the 
government 
was preparing 
a fresh De-
tailed Project 
Report for the 

sports city. The 
revised  p lan 

will cover facili-
ties for around 42 

sports, according to 
the minister. His response 

indicated that the project has 
not been completely aban-
doned, but is being reconsid-
ered through a new develop-
ment plan.

The disagreement centred 
on whether the earlier propos-
al would continue in its origi-
nal form or be replaced by a 

revised plan. The minister’s 
statement provided a clearer 
indication of the govern-
ment’s current approach 
during the next stage of plan-
ning.

Arjuna further said that 
construction work would be-
gin within six months after 
the revised plan receives ap-
proval. The exchange in the 
Assembly has brought re-
newed focus on the future of 
the proposed sports city, 
which was planned as a major 
sports facility in Chennai. For 
now, the government is work-
ing on the revised DPR, with 
the project’s next phase de-
pending on its approval.

Udhayanidhi questions TVK 
over Chennai sports city status

n �₹261-crore project at Sem-
menchery.

n �Udhayanidhi questioned its 
current status.

n �Fresh DPR planned for 42 
sports.

n �Work to begin within six 
months of approval.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

The 
₹261-crore 

Chennai Global 
Sports City project 

faces uncertainty as 
Udhayanidhi Stalin 
questions its status, 

while Sports Minister 
Aadhav Arjuna 

proposes a 
revised 

plan.

n �18.13 lakh+ 	 Pink Saheli Smart Cards issued.

n �September 17 — 	 New deadline for paper tickets.

n �August 31 — 	 Earlier paper-ticket deadline.

n �Free travel — 	 Available on DTC and Cluster buses.

n �September 17 — 	 Smart card becomes mandatory.

IN FOCUS 

NEW DELHI

 Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta has ordered the sealing 
of a playschool in Maujpur 
following the alleged assault 
of a three-year-old child. 
Gupta condemned the inci-
dent as “deeply disturbing” 
and said the Delhi govern-
ment would ensure that re-
sponsibility is fixed. She also 
directed officials to take strict 
action against those found 
guilty.

Police said the child was al-
legedly tied to a chair for 
hours and physically assaulted 
at the playschool. The incident 
came to light after the child’s 
parents noticed behavioural 
changes and bruises on his 
body. A medical examination 
reportedly indicated signs of 
physical assault, including 
swelling in both ear canals.

The parents approached the 
school and sought access to 
CCTV footage after taking 
their child to a doctor. The 
footage reportedly showed the 

alleged abuse. Following a 
complaint from the child’s fa-
ther, police visited the school, 
seized the CCTV recorder and 
registered an FIR under rele-
vant sections.

An attendant has been ar-
rested in connection with the 
case. A teacher, the school 
principal and the director 
have also been booked. Police 
are continuing their investiga-
tion into the alleged assault 
and are examining the evi-
dence collected from the 
premises.

Delhi CM orders playschool 
sealed after assault

IMPHAL

Nine Naga MLAs from Mani-
pur’s ruling coalition have writ-
ten to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, seeking immediate 
action against Kuki-Zo leaders 
over their alleged involvement 
in the killing of Naga civilians. 
Deputy Chief Minister Losii 
Dikho travelled to Delhi on 
Monday to submit the letter on 
behalf of the legislators.

The MLAs have sought ac-
tion against Deputy Chief 
Minister Nemcha Kipgen and 
demanded the arrest of her 
husband, Thangnoi Kipgen. 
They alleged that his insurgent 
group was linked to violence 
against civilians. The allega-
tions are part of growing ten-

sions between Naga and Kuki 
communities in the state.

The legislators also demand-
ed the immediate cancellation 
of the Suspension of Opera-
tions (SoO) agreement with 
Kuki militant groups, citing 
alleged repeated violations and 
attacks on civilians. They 
urged Shah to take what they 
described as decisive action to 
prevent the situation from 
worsening.

The letter was sent amid 
fresh Naga-Kuki clashes in 
Manipur. At least four Naga 
civilians were killed in an am-
bush on Thursday, while re-
ports said two Kuki men were 
killed in Kangpokpi on Mon-
day. The recent violence has 
added to concerns over the 
fragile security situation.

Ethnic violence in Manipur 
began between Meitei and 
Kuki communities in May 
2023 and later affected other 
communities. The conflict has 
killed at least 260 people and 
displaced around 60,000. The 
Naga MLAs said their de-
mands were aimed at protect-
ing civilians and restoring 
peace and normalcy in the 
state.

Nine Naga MLAs seek action against Kuki leaders

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on 
Monday declined to inter-
fere with the Cockroach 
Janta Party’s proposed Sep-
tember 5 protest march in 
Delhi. 

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
said there were no compel-
ling circumstances to pre-
sume the mobilisation 
would turn violent. Partici-
pants were expected to re-
main peaceful there.

The court said decisions 
on permission and law-
and-order arrangements 
should be taken by the 
Centre and Delhi govern-
ment. 

The bench was hearing  
petitions seeking restric-
tions on gatherings. Peti-
tioners also sought post-
ponement of the march 
until after the BRICS Sum-
mit scheduled for Septem-
ber 12 and 13.

The CJP has announced 
the march from India Gate 
to Delhi Police headquar-
ters. The group described it  
as  peaceful  and sa id  
it would protest the Cen-
tre’s alleged failure to hon-
our assurances after its ear-

lier Jantar Mantar agita-
tion. Families of students 
who d ied  by  su ic ide  
following the NEET con-
troversy and people alleg-
ing police excesses during 
the July 20 protest are ex-
pected to participate.

The Supreme Court also 
refused to summon CJP 
representatives, saying 
there was no identified or-
ganised group before it. 

It said authorities were  
responsible for deciding  
what was legal and main-
taining public order. Peti-
tioners may approach the 
court again if an alarming 
situation arises.

The bench directed that 
copies of the petition be 
served on the Centre and 
Delhi government and 
posted the matter for Sep-
tember 10. 

It also connected the case 
with the Supreme Court- 
appointed enquiry commit-
tee examining allegations 
surrounding the July 20 
protest. 

The committee is looking 
into police excesses, vio-
lence by protesters, injuries 
t o  p o l i c e  p e r s o n n e l  
and damage to public prop-
erty.

MUMBAI

 Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde on 
Monday said denotified and 
nomadic communities need 
constitutional rights, dignity 
and justice rather than sympa-
thy. Speaking at the Shiv Sena 
Nomadic and Denotified 
Tribes Rights, Justice and De-
velopment Convention 2026, 
he said the state government 
was committed to helping 
these communities build stable 
and worry-free lives.

Shinde recalled that the Brit-
ish government had branded 
several working communities 
as “born criminals” under the 
Criminal Tribes Act. He noted 
that they were freed from this 

stigma on August 31, 1952, 
calling the day an important 
milestone in their struggle for 
freedom and self-respect.

He said members of these 
communities continue to face 
difficulties in obtaining caste 
certificates, voter IDs, ration 
cards and other identity docu-
ments. Challenges also remain 
in accessing housing, health-
care, education and employ-
ment. Shinde assured them 
that the state government 
would work to address these 
problems.

The deputy Chief minister 
highlighted several govern-
ment measures for community 
members, including free com-
petitive examination coaching, 
scholarships, health insurance, 

self-employment assistance, 
skill development and startup 
support. He also promised to 
strengthen schemes under the 
Vasantrao Naik Vimukta Jati 
and Nomadic Tribes Develop-
ment Corporation.

Shinde announced plans for 
a large cultural conclave to 
promote the traditional art, 
handicrafts and heritage of no-
madic communities. He also 
called for unity among the 52 
denotified and nomadic tribes 
and encouraged young people 
to become change-makers. 

He said the government’s 
focus would remain on educa-
tion, employment, entrepre-
neurship and leadership, while 
continuing welfare measures 
for disadvantaged sections. 

MALAPPURAM

Keralam’s Women and Child 
Development Minister Bindu 
Krishna has criticised All In-
dia Jamiyyathul Ulama gener-
al secretary Kanthapuram A.P. 
Aboobacker Musliar over his 
reported directive to Muslim 
organisations on women’s 
participation in public reli-
gious celebrations.

Kanthapuram had urged 
Muslim organisations to re-
strict women from mingling 
with men during public reli-

gious events. His remarks 
have drawn criticism from the 
minister, who said such direc-
tions could affect women’s 
freedom to participate in pub-
lic spaces.

Krishna said directives 
aimed at restricting women 
could push them “centuries 
back”. She questioned the ac-
ceptability of such restrictions 
in a society that guarantees 
equal rights to men and wom-
en.

The minister made the re-
marks on Monday in Malap-

puram while responding to 
the reported call. She stressed 
that women should not face 
restrictions that limit their 
participation in public life.

Krishna’s comments have 
brought attention to the de-
bate over women’s participa-
tion in religious and public 
gatherings. She maintained 
that equality between men 
and women should be respect-
ed and that measures restrict-
ing women’s interaction in 
public spaces should not be 
accepted.

Bindu Krishna opposes Kanthapuram’s women restriction

Deputy CM promises rights and 
dignity for nomadic tribes

JAIPUR

The AIIMS Common Recruit-
ment Examination (CRE)-5 re- 
examination was disrupted at an 
examination centre in Jaipur on 
Monday after a server failure 
delayed the test. The examina-
tion was scheduled from 9 am 
to 12 pm at the iON Digital 
Zone centre in Sitapura, but be-
gan around 9:30 am due to the 
technical problem.

Candidates said the server 
failed again about 20 minutes af 
ter the examination started, lea 
ding to protests outside the cen-
tre. They demanded cancellation 
of the examination and another 
opportunity to appear under pro 
per conditions, citing re peated 
technical disruptions at the ven-
ue. The incident came a day 
after the same Sitapura exam-
ination complex faced technical 
problems during the NEET-PG 
2026 examination. The NEET-
PG test, conducted nationwide 
on Aug 30, could not be com-
pleted at two centres in the 
complex because of internal 
power supply is sues. According 
to the National Board of Exam-
inations in Me di cal Sciences 
(NBEMS), the NEET-PG dis-
ruption affected 2,445 candi-
dates. The board sub sequently 
announced a re- examination 
for the affected can didates on 
Sept 5 at 3 pm in Jaipur. 

AIIMS  
CRE-5 re-exam 

disrupted by 
server failure

SC declines to restrict 
CJP’s September 5 march

Hindu  
activist found 

dead in 
Lucknow canal
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Centre defers Manipur Census amid NRC demands
GUWAHATI

 The Centre on Monday decid-
ed to defer the Census exercise 
in violence-hit Manipur amid 
growing protests demanding 
an update of the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) before 
the population count. The de-
cision was announced after 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah chaired a high-level 
meeting in New Delhi to re-
view the situation in the state.

The meeting was attended 
by Manipur Governor Ajay 
Kumar Bhalla, Chief Minister 
Yumnam Khemchand Singh, 
Union Home Secretary Gov-
ind Mohan and other senior 

officials. According to the 
Chief Minister’s Office, the 
decision followed demands 
from people in Manipur who 
want the NRC updated before 
the Census.

Chief Minister  Singh 
thanked Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi, Home Minister 
Shah and other central leaders 
for considering the concerns 
raised by people in the state. 
The decision came as protests, 
shutdowns and clashes with 
security forces were reported 
in the Valley over the NRC de-

mand.
The Manipur High Court 

also withheld Census opera-
tions on Monday while hear-
ing two petitions seeking di-
rections to begin the NRC 
update process. The petitions 
called for 1951 to be used as 
the base year and sought mea-
sures against alleged threats 
from illegal migration, partic-

ularly from neighbouring 
Myanmar.

Several Meitei and Naga or-
ganisations have been de-
manding the NRC update be-
fore the Census, saying it 
could help address the conflict 
between communities. Repre-
sentatives of various commu-
nities recently met central of-
ficials in New Delhi to press 
their demand. Some ruling 
BJP MLAs also supported the 
call. However, Kuki groups 
have opposed the NRC update. 
The Centre’s decision to defer 
the Census has now given au-
thorities more time to consider 
the issue amid continuing ten-
sions in Manipur.

MANIPUR CENSUS 

Two trafficked  
women rescued from 

GB road brothel.

Bengal police  
bust ₹72 crore 

cybercrime racket

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI
Two women allegedly traf-

ficked from West Bengal 
and forced into prostitu-
tion were rescued from a 

GB Road brothel, Delhi Po-
lice said. Three women, 

identified as Geeta, Manju 
and Paro Khatoon, were 
arrested for their alleged 

involvement. Police began 
the operation after a 

60-year-old woman re-
ported her daugh ter miss-
ing. The 26-year-old later 

contacted her mother and 
sought help from the 

brothel. Another 28-year-
old woman was also res-

cued. She alleged she was 
promised a cleaning job 

but was forced into prosti-
tution. 

CH NEWS, Kolkata
 Bankura district police in 

West Bengal have busted a 
major cyber fraud racket 

operating from Ranibandh 
and arrested seven people, 
officials said Monday. The 
racket is estimated to in-

volve around ₹72 crore. Po-
lice used data analysis, 
bank account tracing, 

transaction records and 
criminal links to identify 

suspects. They also tracked 
money transfers and ATM 
withdrawals. Authorities 

seized 34 bank passbooks, 
13 ATM cards, nine cheque 
books and identity docu-
ments. Police suspect the 

accused are linked to a 
larger pan-India cybercrime 
network and are question-

ing them to identify its 
masterminds.

NEW DELHI

Two women from Kerala were 
allegedly killed in Milpitas, 
California, with police detain-
ing a woman described as their 
friend. The victims were iden-
tified as Anjana Hari, 35, from 
Thrissur, and Ann Mathew, 40, 
from Thiruvananthapuram.

The incident occurred around 
1.53 am on August 28, accord-
ing to police. Reports said one 
woman was allegedly killed 
inside a flat, while the other 
was hit by an SUV.

Union minister Suresh Gopi 
said efforts were underway to 
bring their mortal remains back 
to Kerala. 

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat has extended its ban 
on the manufacture, storage, 
distribution and sale of gut-
kha and pan masala contain-
ing tobacco or nicotine for 
another year. The renewed 
prohibition will come into 
effect from September 13, 
2026, and remain in force un-
til September 12, 2027. The 
Commissioner of Food Safe-

ty issued the notification on 
August 31, citing public 
health concerns and repre-
sentations received from var-
ious non-governmental or-
ganisations.

The ban, which has been in 
place in Gujarat since 2012, 
will continue to cover tobac-
co and nicotine-laced gutkha 
and pan masala regardless of 
the name under which they 
are sold. The order also ap-
plies to ingredients marketed 
separately when they are in-
tended to be mixed later to 
prepare prohibited products.

Authorities have been di-
rected to take action against 
violations involving the man-
ufacture, storage, distribution 

or sale of products covered 
under the order. Officials 
warned that strict legal action 
would be taken against any-
one found violating the pro-
hibition. The extension will 
ensure that the restrictions 
continue without a break af-

ter the current period ends.
The notification cited re-

search by Tata Memorial 
Hospital, the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research and 
HAMER, which indicated 
that gutkha and pan masala 
consumption is carcinogenic 

and can substantially in-
crease the risk of oral cancer. 
The government said health 
protection remained a key 
reason for continuing the re-
strictions.

The notification also re-
ferred to findings from the 
Global Adult Tobacco Sur-
vey. According to the cited 
data, 35 per cent of adults in 
India consume tobacco, 
while 21 per cent use smoke-
less tobacco. With the latest 
order, Gujarat will continue  
its long-standing restrictions 
on tobacco-laced gutkha and 
pan masala for another year, 
while enforcement agencies 
remain responsible for pre-
venting violations.

Gujarat extends gutkha ban for another year
Cites public health 
concerns and the 
risks of tobacco 
consumption.

n �Cancer risk: Gutkha can 
increase oral cancer risk

n �Public health: Ban extended to 
protect citizens.

n �35% tobacco use: Adults con-
suming tobacco nationwide.

n �21% smokeless use: A major 
health concern.

n �Since 2012: Gujarat has main-
tained the ban.

n �Strict action: Violators face 
legal action. 

Why Gujarat 
Extended the Ban

“An inquiry would be 
conducted and strict 

action would be taken against any 
school staff member found guilty.”

-  Ravinder Singh Negi, BJP MLA

“The meeting discussed 
in detail on the demand 

raised by the people of Manipur 
to defer the Census exercise in 
the State before the 
implementation of the NRC.”

- Manipur, Chief Minister’s Office

“ The campaign puts 
local residents at the 

centre of tourism storytelling and 
that short videos can combine a 
place, personal voice and local 
experience”

- Amrit Abhijat, UPSTDC Chairman

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has launched an initia-
tive to encourage Gen Z and 
other young residents to pro-
mote their cities through short 
videos. Under the ‘Visit My 
State Uttar Pradesh’ cam-
paign, participants have been 
invited to create 60-second 
reels showcasing the culture, 
food, traditions and attrac-
tions of their hometowns.

The campaign aims to give 
young people a direct role in 
promoting tourism. Tourism 
and Culture Minister Jaiveer 
Singh said Uttar Pradesh’s 
cultural identity could be 
found across its cities, villag-

es and districts. He said 
young residents could become 
cultural ambassadors by shar-

ing their experiences and pre-
senting their cities in their 
own words.

Participants must appear on 
camera and speak in either 
Hindi or English. The reel 
must be recorded outdoors 
with a well-known tourist site 
or recognisable location visi-
ble in the background. Each 
video should not exceed 60 
seconds and must end with 
the line, “Visit My State Uttar 
Pradesh.”

Uttar Pradesh State Tourism 
Development Corporation 
chairman Amrit Abhijat said 
the campaign puts local resi-
dents at the centre of tourism 
storytelling. He said short vid-
eos could combine a place, a 

personal voice and a local ex-
perience, giving familiar des-
tinations a fresh perspective 
and helping lesser-known lo-
cations reach wider audiences.

Residents can showcase dif-
ferent aspects of places across 
the state. For example, partic-
ipants from Lucknow can 
highlight its food, chikankari 
and historic neighbourhoods, 
while those from Braj, Bun-
delkhand, Purvanchal and Te-
rai can present their local tra-
ditions. 

Through the campaign, the 
government hopes to make 
tourism promotion more par-
ticipatory and encourage 
young people to explore and 
share their surroundings.

UP turns Gen Z into cultural ambassadors
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day directed the West Bengal 
government to place on record 
the interrogation details of Su-
mit Roy, personal assistant to 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Abhishek Banerjee, in the Sal-
boni land-grabbing case. The 
court passed the direction after 
Roy claimed investigators had 
barely questioned him about 
the alleged offence.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant, 
along with Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V Mohana, also 
extended Roy’s protection from 
arrest until September 7. Roy 
has challenged a Calcutta High 
Court order that denied him 
pre-arrest bail. The Supreme 
Court had stayed his arrest in 
the case.

Roy’s lawyer, senior advo-
cate Gopal Sankaranarayanan, 
said the interrogation was au-
dio and video recorded and that 
Roy had fully cooperated. He 

claimed Roy was questioned 
for several hours over 11 days, 
but investigators focused main-
ly on his family background 
and the Trinamool Congress 
rather than the alleged land 
transaction. The West Bengal 
government disputed the claim. 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta 
told the court that Roy had 
been questioned about cash de-
posits in his bank account and 
that investigators had docu-
ments bearing his signature. He 
also referred to another deposit 
of Rs 2 crore and sought fur-
ther questioning.

The bench asked for Roy’s 
responses regarding the depos-
its and sought details of their 
source. The court also noted 
that the case involved wider 
allegations of a substantial land 
scam, rather than only the al-
leged Rs 10-lakh transaction 
cited by Roy’s lawyer. The 
matter will be heard again on 
September 7, when the court 
will consider the records and 
Roy’s protection from arrest.

Supreme Court seeks Roy’s 
interrogation records

NEW DELHI

A 10-year-old girl studying at a 
government school in east Del-
hi’s Vinod Nagar died during 
treatment after her family al-
leged that she was made to 
stand in the sun as punishment 
for not bringing a book. Police 
sources said the incident took 
place at Sarvodaya Kanya Vidy-
alaya on August 27.

According to the family, the 
school called the girl’s mother, 
Anjali, after her health reported-
ly worsened. She alleged that 
when she reached the school, 
she found her daughter standing 
outside in the sun and appearing 
unwell. The girl was then taken 
to a hospital for treatment.

The family alleged that a 
teacher had punished the child 
for failing to bring a book to 
school. The girl later died 
during treatment on August 27. 

Police said the allegations are 
being investigated and that the 
exact circumstances leading to 
her death are being examined.

Following the incident, the 
girl’s family and local residents 
protested outside the school, de-
manding strict action against 
those responsible. BJP MLA 
Ravinder Singh Negi also visit-
ed the spot and said an inquiry 
would be conducted. He said 
action would be taken against 
any school staff member found 
guilty.

Police are continuing to in-
vestigate the case and establish 
what happened at the school 
before the girl’s health deterio-
rated. 

Delhi girl dies after alleged 
school punishment

JAMMU

MBBS and BDS interns 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
began an indefinite strike on 
Monday, demanding an in-
crease in their monthly sti-
pend from Rs 12,300 to Rs 
30,000. The interns said the 
current amount, which works 
out to nearly Rs 400 a day, 
has remained unchanged for 
almost seven years despite re-
peated requests and protests.

The protesting interns said 
they were left with no option 
but to stop work after the gov-
ernment failed to act on their 
long-standing demand. They 
said their stipend does not 
match the workload and re-
sponsibilities they handle 
during their internship. Their 
duties include attending to pa-
tients, working in emergency 
departments, handling night 
shifts and serving at rural 
postings.

The protest was held at sev-
eral medical institutions 
across the Union Territory. 
Interns gathered outside med-
ical college hospitals, includ-
ing SKIMS Bemina and GMC 

Srinagar,  while similar 
demonstrations were reported 
at different locations in Jam-
mu. They carried out the pro-
test peacefully and called for 
the government to address 
their concerns.

The interns also pointed to 
a wide difference between 
their stipend and the amounts 
paid to medical interns in sev-
eral other States. They said 
interns elsewhere receive sig-
nificantly higher payments 
despite performing similar 
clinical duties. According to 
the protesters, the financial 
gap has increased frustration 
among students who are al-
ready dealing with demanding 
working hours.

“We have been forced to 
abandon work and take to the 
streets. All we are demanding 
is a stipend commensurate 
with the number of hours we 
work,” a protesting intern 
said. The interns are seeking a 
revision of the stipend to Rs 
30,000 and have indicated 
that the strike will continue 
until their demand receives a 
response from the govern-
ment.

J&K medical interns 
strike over seven-
year-old stipend

MUMBAI

More than 1.17 lakh passen-
gers have booked tickets on 
special trains being operated 
for the Ganpati festival, as In-
dian Railways prepares for a 
major festive rush. Central 
Railway has announced 262 
special train trips to help pas-
sengers travelling from Mum-
bai, Pune and Nagpur to des-
tinations across the Konkan 
region of Maharashtra and 
Goa.

Of the total services, 200 
will be reserved special trains 
while 62 will be unreserved 
services. The reserved trains 
will include air-conditioned 
coaches along with Sleeper 
and General coaches, giving 
passengers different travel op-
tions during the festival peri-
od.

According to Central Rail-
way Chief Public Relations 
Officer Dr Swapnil Nila, the 

200 reserved special trips in-
clude 112 to-and-fro services 
to Sawantwadi Road, 64 trips 
to Ratnagiri and 24 trips to 
Madgaon. The special train 
services are scheduled to be-
gin from September 9, 2026.

The large number of book-
ings has highlighted the ex-
pected increase in passenger 
movement during the Ganpa-
ti festival. Railways has ad-
vised travellers to plan their 
journeys in advance and fol-
low official travel instructions 
to avoid difficulties during the 
busy period.

The special trains are aimed 
at providing additional travel 
capacity and easing pressure 
on regular services. With 
thousands of passengers ex-
pected to travel towards Ma-
harashtra’s Konkan region 
and Goa, the additional ser-
vices are expected to make 
festive travel more convenient 
and organised.

Ganpati special 
trains see  

1.17 lakh bookings

AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu is 
pushing ahead with an ambi-
tious plan to build Amaravati 
as a modern capital city, hop-
ing to create an urban centre 
that can meet the needs of a 
growing population. 
The project is being developed 
on the banks of the Krishna 
River and is being presented as 
a future-focused city with 
modern infrastructure and 
technology.

Thousands of workers are 
currently engaged at the large 
construction site, where roads, 
canals and government build-
ings are taking shape. The 
planned city includes a major 
legislative assembly building, 
government offices and high-
rise administrative towers. The 
design also includes a large 
freshwater lake and a planned 
grid-based layout.

A major part of Naidu’s vi-
sion is the development of the 

Quantum Valley, which is ex-
pected to help give Amaravati 
a strong technology and re-
search identity. The project 
aims to create an ecosystem 

for quantum computing by 
bringing together research in-
stitutions, educational centres 
and technology companies.

For Naidu, Amaravati is also 
closely linked to his political 
and economic legacy. He 
played a major role in devel-
oping Hyderabad as a technol-
ogy hub during his earlier ten-
ure. However, the division of 
Andhra Pradesh in 2014 left 
the new state without Hyder-
abad and created the need for 
a new capital.

Naidu now wants Amarava-
ti to become an economic and 
technological centre for 
Andhra Pradesh. With support 
from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and construction dead-
lines set before the 2029 elec-
tions, the government is seek-
ing to turn the long-discussed 
capital project into a lasting 
reality. The success of the 
project will depend on whether 
its ambitious plans can be 
completed and sustained over 
time.

Andhra CM pushes ahead with Amaravati city plan

n �Location: Krishna River banks

n �Workers: 25,000+ at the site

n �Government offices: 5 high-
rise towers

n �Office capacity: 16,000 em-
ployees

n �Key project: Quantum Valley

n �Target: Major progress before 
2029 elections

n �City plan: Grid-based layout 
with canals and lake

AT A GLANCE 

AHMEDABAD

 An Air India flight travelling 
from Dammam in Saudi Ara-
bia to New Delhi made an 
emergency landing at Ahmed-
abad airport on Monday after 
a crew member found a tissue 
paper carrying a bomb threat. 

The aircraft had 32 passengers 
on board, all of whom were 
reported safe, police said.

The Delhi-bound flight was 
diverted after the crew mem-
ber discovered the message. 
The pilots decided to land at 
Ahmedabad International  
Airport as a precautionary 

measure. 
The aircraft touched down 

at around 4.30 pm, following 
which security agencies be-
gan a detailed inspection. As-
sistant Commissioner of Po-
lice V N Yadav said the threat 
was written on a tissue paper 
found by a crew member. 

Bomb threat diverts Air India flight Two Kerala women killed in California
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‘Iran still seeks dialogue with US’
TEHRAN

 
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said on Monday 
that Tehran still wants a nego-
tiated solution to its conflict 
with the United States, even 
as the two countries resumed 
hostilities and oil prices rose 
sharply.

Speaking to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the side-
lines of a regional security 
meet ing in  Kyrgyzstan, 
Pezeshkian said continuing 
the war was in nobody’s inter-
est and called for dialogue 
and cooperation to prevent the 
conflict from spreading.

His remarks came a day af-

ter US forces struck two Irani-
an launchers on Larak Island, 
according to a US official. 
Iran subsequently struck two 
US bases in Jordan, Iranian 
media reported. Two people 
were killed and others injured 
in the Larak attack,

 Iranian state news agency 
IRNA quoted the local gover-
nor as saying.

The renewed fighting fol-
lowed weeks of escalating US 
sanctions against Tehran and 
its business partners, while 
diplomatic efforts remained 
stalled.

Tensions also rose after US 
President Donald Trump post-
ed an AI-generated video that 

he claimed showed Iran’s 
Kharg Island oil hub being de-
stroyed. Reuters found the 
footage was most likely syn-
thetically generated, while a 
US official said the military 
had not targeted Kharg Island.

Iranian officials dismissed 
Trump’s post as laughable. 
National Iranian Oil Company 

chief Hamid Bovard said con-
ditions on Kharg remained 
calm and oil operations con-
tinued.

Kharg handled about 90% 
of Iran’s oil exports before the 
war began on February 28. 
Any attack on the facility 
could severely disrupt energy 
trade and intensify economic 
pressure on Tehran.

“Continuing the war is in no 
one’s interest, neither ours, 
nor the region’s, 

nor humanity’s.” — Ma-
soud Pezeshkian

“We believe the solution to 
the existing issues is dialogue 
and cooperation.” — Masoud 
Pezeshkian

WANT AN END TO WAR 

Swiss police arrest 
suspect after rave 

shooting

Mother tells how 
daughter slipped 

away in Cyprus

Aarau
Swiss police said on 

Monday that they had 
arrested a 43-year-old 
suspect in relation to a 
deadly shooting inci-
dent at a rave in the 

town of Aarau on the 
weekend. A 22-year-old 

Italian woman was 
killed and five people in-
jured after the shooting 

at the event at a cov-
ered horse ⁠race track in 
the early hours of Sun-

day morning. Police 
launched a massive op-
eration and just before 
1am on Monday arrest-
ed a 43-year-old Swiss 

man on suspicion of 
carrying out the attack, 

it said. Investigations 
into the exact circum-

stances of the incident, 
as well as its back-

ground and possible 
motive, are ⁠currently 

underway. 

KYRENIA
Ayten Bicer felt her 

12-year-old daughter 
slip from her hands and 

disappear as a ferry 
capsized off northern 

Cyprus on Sunday, kill-
ing at least eight people. 
Her daughter Miray, and 
6-year-old son Mehmet 
Asaf, were among near-
ly 20 people still miss-

ing on Monday as 
search teams looked for 
survivors in waters more 
than 500 metres (1,640 

feet) deep. “She was 
saying, ‘Don’t let go’. 

And I didn’t let go of my 
daughter. I swear, I 

didn’t let her go,” Ayten 
Bicer sobbed. A suitcase 
fell on top of her, forcing 
the girl from her grasp. 

Nepal races to rescue 
workers trapped in tunnels
Chinese and Indian experts are helping Nepal search tunnels and underground areas 

of about half a dozen hydropower projects following the Himalayan flood disaster.
KATHMANDU

 
Nepal’s rescue teams, backed 
by Chinese and Indian ex-
perts, intensified efforts on 
Monday to reach hundreds of 
workers believed trapped in-
side tunnels at hydropower 
projects after last week’s Hi-
malayan flood.Officials said 
933 workers were believed to 
be trapped across 11 hydro-
power projects, many inside 
tunnels in the hard-hit dis-
tricts of Rasuwa and Nuwa-
kot. Rescue teams used exca-
vators, searchlights and con-
trolled blasts to clear huge 
amounts of mud, rocks and 
water blocking access.The 
Nepali army said teams had 
recovered three bodies after 
entering two tunnels, while 
other sections remained bur-
ied and continued to be 
searched. Army spokesperson 
Raja Ram Basnet said the 
enormous debris deposits 

were making it difficult to re-
open the tunnels, adding that 
reaching the trapped workers 
remained the main priority.

The disaster followed a 
surge of ice, rock, mud and 
debris through Himalayan 
valleys and settlements on 
Wednesday. A glacier collapse 
is believed to have triggered 
the flood, which caused de-
struction in Nepal and across 

the border in China.By Mon-
day, Nepal had confirmed 903 
deaths and reported 4,247 
people missing. Chinese au-
thorities said 16 people had 
died and 546 were missing in 
Gyirong County.Nepal’s for-
eign ministry said about 590 
foreign nationals from 39 
countries remained missing, 
while more than 10,000 peo-
ple had been rescued from 

affected areas. The Red Cross 
estimated that more than 
90,000 people were likely af-
fected.As bodies began de-
composing in humid condi-
tions, hundreds of unidenti-
fied victims were buried in 
shallow graves, adding urgen-
cy to the continuing rescue 
and recovery operation.

n �933 workers feared 
trapped at 11 hydropow-
er projects

 n �903 deaths confirmed in Nepal 

n 4,247 people reported missing 

n �Three bodies recovered 
from two tunnels 

n �Controlled blasts, exca-
vators used in rescue 

n �About 590 foreign na-
tionals remain missing 

Nepal tragedy deepens, 
thousands still missing

Meloni on the 
cusp of history 

ROME
 

Giorgia Meloni is poised to 
make political history as Ita-
ly’s longest-serving consecu-
tive prime minister since 
World War II.

Meloni, who came to pow-
er in October 2022, has out-
lasted Italy’s long tradition of 
unstable governments by 
maintaining a durable coali-
tion and moderating some of 
her earlier populist positions 
in favour of pragmatic gover-
nance. She plans a rally on 
September 4 to mark the 
milestone and present the 
government’s longevity as a 
crowning political achieve-
ment.

Italy has gone through 68 
governments in 80 years, yet 
its current administration has 
proved more resilient during 
a period of conflict than gov-
ernments in France and Brit-
ain. 

France has had five prime 
ministers since autumn 2022, 
while Britain has gone 
through four.

However, Meloni’s politi-
cal stability may face a 
tougher test after the 2027 
parliamentary elections. 
Opinion polls point towards 
a more fragmented parlia-
ment, raising concerns that 
Italy could return to coalition 
instability.

Analysts say one of Melo-
ni’s strongest achievements 
has been restoring investor 
confidence in Italy’s public 
finances. Her government 

has maintained budget disci-
pline and moved away from 
costly policies such as the 
Superbonus home renovation 
scheme.

Coalition officials point to 
employment gains, saying 
1.2 million workers have 
been added to the labour 
market and unemployment 
has fallen below 6%.

Still, economists argue that 
the government’s record on 
economic growth and reform 
is weaker.

 Former Treasury chief 
economist Lorenzo Codogno 
said fiscal responsibility had 
improved, but little progress 
had been made on promoting 
growth and reforming the 
economy.

‘COALITION BENE-
FITED FROM BUDGET 

DISCIPLINE’ 
 MELONI’S COALITION 
HAS BENEFITED FROM 

BUDGET DISCIPLINE 
AND STRONGER IN-

VESTOR CONFIDENCE, 
WHILE EMPLOYMENT 

HAS RISEN. ANALYSTS, 
HOWEVER, SAY ECO-
NOMIC GROWTH AND 
BROADER REFORMS 

REMAIN LIMITED, 
LEAVING QUESTIONS 
OVER WHETHER TO-

DAY’S POLITICAL STA-
BILITY CAN SURVIVE A 
MORE FRAGMENTED 
PARLIAMENT AFTER 

THE 2027 ELECTIONS.

Ukraine frontline towns face destruction
DRUZHKIVKA

 
Burned-out cars, flattened 
buildings and deserted streets 
have become the grim reality 
in Druzhkivka, an eastern 
Ukrainian town where a small 
number of civilians remain 
alongside soldiers fighting 
Russian forces only 15 km 
away.

Artillery fire and the high-
pitched buzz of attack drones 
punctuate daily life as Rus-
sian troops gradually move 
closer. The devastation in 
Druzhkivka reflects condi-
tions across much of the 
1,200-km front in eastern and 
southern Ukraine, where 
apartment blocks, markets 
and shops have been de-
stroyed and entire communi-
ties are becoming increasing-
ly uninhabitable.

Druzhkivka sits along a 
strategic route connecting 
towns and cities known as 

Ukraine’s “fortress belt”. Rus-
sia is seeking to break 
through this defensive chain 
as it pursues control of the 
wider Donbas region, one of 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
central objectives in the war.

Yet more than four years 
after Russia launched its full-
scale invasion, Ukrainian 
forces continue to resist the 
advance.

For civilians who remain, 

danger comes from above as 
well as from artillery. Thou-
sands  o f  Russ ian  and 
Ukrainian drones operate near 
the front, searching for tar-
gets. Roads in Druzhkivka 
and surrounding towns are 
covered with protective net-
ting to reduce the threat from 
unmanned aircraft.

Iryna Litovchenko, 56, said 
her home had been destroyed 
and described the loss as 
though her entire past had dis-
appeared. Another resident, 
63-year-old Zoya, continues 
selling basic food despite 
knowing she could be killed 
by a bomb.

“I know a bomb could 
come flying in and I’ll die,” 
she said.

Still, she refuses to abandon 
her hometown, saying she 
was born and raised there. For 
residents like her, staying has 
become an act of attachment 
amid destruction.

Frontline reality 
Russian forces are about 

15 km from Druzhkivka 

Thousands of drones op-
erate near frontline areas 

Ukraine’s eastern and southern 
front stretches about 1,200 km 

Druzhkivka forms part of 
the strategic “fortress belt” 

Spanish PM blames Israel 
for Ceuta migrant crisis

MADRID
 

Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez said on Monday 
there were signs Russia and 
Israel had spread the disin-
formation over Spain's mi-
gration policy that triggered 
last month's rush of migrants 
into Ceuta, but no evidence 
of Moroccan involvement.

Over 72,000 migrants ir-
regularly crossed from Mo-
rocco into the tiny Spanish 
territory between July 30 
and 31 in an unprecedented 
surge at one of the European 
Union's only two land bor-
ders with Africa, prompting 
alarm across the bloc. At 
least 100 people died in the 
attempt, according to Ceu-
ta's local authorities.

Spanish opposition parties 
and some human rights 
groups ⁠have accused Rabat 
of deliberately allowing the 
mass crossing, an accusation 
Morocco has denied. 

"When people talk and 
speculate about the partici-
pation of Moroccan authori-
ties, I deny this outright," 
Sanchez told radio station 
SER. Videos on Instagram, 
TikTok and other social me-
dia spread misleading claims 

that migrants reaching Ceuta 
by sea could remain in 
Spain, encouraging thou-
sands to attempt the cross-
ing, Spanish authorities have 
said.

Sanchez said research by 
the EU's diplomatic service 
EEAS had indicated that 
Russian and Israeli networks 
had been behind the spread 
of disinformation in con-
junction with far-right net-
works.

He said it was clear that 
the two countries had used 
the crisis to criticise Madrid 
due to dissatisfaction with 
its position on the wars in 
Ukraine and Gaza, but gave 
no further details on the ⁠ev-
idence he had of their in-
volvement.

 Later on Monday, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Gideon 
Sa'ar said in a post on X, 
opens new tab that Sanchez 
was "lying shamelessly" 
when accusing Israel of dis-
seminating misleading infor-
mation about Ceuta, casting 
it as an attempt to distract 
from domestic policy fail-
ures. Russia's Embassy in 
Spain and the EEAS did not 
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment. 

Italy to extend border checks 
on Spain as Ceuta row escalates

I, MOHABOOB JAN, W/o. 
Abdul Samad, Resident of No. 
12, 6th Cross, Chokkasandra 
Road, T Dasarahalli, Bengal-
uru -560057, Karnataka, have 
changed my name to MAHA-
BOOB JAN, vide affidavit 
dated: 31.08.2026 before notary 
G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, MUDASIR SHAFI AHMED 
KHAN,  S/o.Shafi Ahmed Khan, 
residing at Flat No.010, 3RD Floor, 
‘A’ Block, A-310, Sunrise Brunda-
van Garden, Vasantha Vallabha 
Nagar, Near Gokulam Apartments, 
Gubbalala, Subramanyapura, Ben-
galuru-560 061, have changed my 
name to MUDASIR, Vide Affi-
davit Dated : 31.08.2026, before 
notary PRAKASHA. C, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

ROME
 

Italy said on Monday it 
would suspend its open-bor-
der arrangements with Spain 
for another 15 days, extend-
ing restrictions it imposed 
after a mass rush of migrants 
into the Spanish enclave of 
Ceuta a month ago.

In response, Spain said it 
would also keep checking 
passengers arriving from It-
aly by air and sea for 15 
more days, prolonging tit-
for-tat restrictions that have 
undermined the European 
Union's passport-free Schen-
gen zone.

Rome's right-wing govern-
ment initially brought in the 
restrictions on August 1, 
saying it wanted to make 
sure no migrants ⁠entering 
Ceuta could travel on to Ita-
ly. Those curbs had been due 
to expire on Monday.

The decision to extend the 
suspension "was taken ... 
due to the persistence of the 

factors that had led to the 
reintroduction of the mea-
sures," Italy's interior minis-
try said.

Spanish authorities say be-
tween 5,000 and 8,000 peo-
ple remain in Ceuta after at 
least 72,000 crossed from 
neighbouring Morocco on 
July 30.

At least 82 migrants were 
found dead on the Spanish 
side of the border and Mo-
rocco confirmed 14 more 
deaths.The ministry said ⁠It-
aly was aware of "the steps 
a l ready  under taken  by 
Spain, together with the Eu-
ropean Union, to help bring 
the situation in the area back 
to normal in the near fu-
ture."Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni, who has taken a 
hard line against illegal im-
migration, is under pressure 
from a ⁠new far-right party, 
Futuro Nazionale, whose 
rhetoric is resonating with 
some voters ahead of elec-
tions due next year.

‘Italy's population 
to shrink by 4 mn 

by 2050’
ROME

 
Italy's population will shrink 
by almost 4 million by 2050, 
undermining the sustainability 
of its economy and welfare 
system as the proportion of 
elderly people increases, na-
tional statistics bureau ISTAT 
warned on Monday.

In new demographic pro-
jections extending to 2080, 
ISTAT said Italy's resident 
population would fall to 55 
million in 2050 from 58.9 
million at the start of 2025, 
before dropping to 45.8 mil-
lion by 2080.Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni said when she 
took office ⁠in 2022 that boost-
ing the birth rate would be a 
government priority, but her 
efforts have produced scant 
results.Births have declined 
steadily since 2008 and fell 
last year to around 355,000, 
the lowest number since Ita-
ly's unification in 1861, while 
deaths have risen as the pop-
ulation ages. 

Over century-old 
Hindu temple 

demolished in Pak
Lahore; An over century old 

Hindu temple has been demol-
ished reportedly to include its 
land in a madrassa in Punjab 
province of Pakistan, officials 
and minority bodies said on 
Monday.Local people, minority 
bodies and a political party said 
a group of religious zealots de-
molished the temple to include 
its land in an adjacent seminary, 
while the government claimed 
that the old temple collapsed 
due to torrential rains. Occupy-
ing approximately 1,000 sq me-
tres of land, the 100-125-year-
old temple was located in Siraj 
village of Narowal, some 130 
kms from Lahore

As per the statement given by our client Sri. Chandra Shekar R., S/o 
Ramakrishna C, residing at House No. 30/2, Kumbeshwara Nilaya 
Basaveshwara Layout, Dombarahalli,Madanayakanahalli Post Dasanapura 
Hobli, Bengaluru North Taluk, Bengaluru – 562123, it is hereby informed to the 
general public that:
That, on 03-11-2006, a vacant residential site bearing Site No. 16, formed out 
of the sites carved out in Assessment No. 16, situated at Lakshmipur a Village, 
Dasanapura Hobli, Bengaluru North Taluk, measuring 40 feet East to West and 
15 feet North to South, totally measuring 600 square feet, was conveyed to me 
by Sri. T  N Ramakrishnaaya under a registered Sale Deed bearing Registration 
No. Cd No:352/2006-07 Document No. 49092, registered in Book-I.
The original said Sale Deed was lost/misplaced while travelling from 
Madanayakanahalli on 22-08-2026, the original document could not be 
traced. In this regard, a complaint was lodged through e-mail with the 
concerned Police Station on 29-08-2026, and the e-Lost Report No. 
2395338/2026 was issued.
Therefore, through this Public Notice, it is hereby informed to the general public 
that the aforesaid Site No. 16, formed out of the sites carved out in Assessment 
No. 16, Lakshmipura Village, Dasanapura Hobli, Bengaluru North Taluk, 
belongs to Sri Chandra Shekar R Son of Sri  Ramakrishna C and that they are 
the legal heirs/persons claiming rights over the said property.
Hence, if any person purchases or enters into any transaction of any nature 
whatsoever in respect of the said property/documents with any person other 
than the above-mentioned persons and his family members shall not be held 
responsible or liable for the same.
Therefore, any person having any claim, objection, right, title, interest or 
concern in respect of the said property or transaction is hereby called upon to 
bring the same to the notice of the undersigned. If the original documents are 
found by anyone, the same may be handed over to Sri. Chandra Shekar R at the 
address mentioned below, or to the concerned Police Station.

PROPERTY DETAILS
The schedule and boundaries of Vacant Site No.16, formed out of the sites 
carved out in Assessment No. 16,Lakshmipura Village, Dasanapura Hobli, 
Bengaluru North Taluk, are as follows:East: Road, West: 27, North: The 
property of the northern half of this number, South:  Site No. 17 NO
The said property measures 40 feet East to West and 15 feet North to South, 
totally measuring 600 square feet. D.S. Satyanarayana,

Advocate,
No. 33, Bailapanapalaya, Madavara Post,

Bengaluru North Taluk, Bengaluru – 562162
Place:Bengaluru
Date:29/08/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, WASEEM SALEEM, 
Resident of No. 30, 
Risaldara Street, 

Seshadripuram, Bengaluru 
-560020, have changed 

my name to MOHAMMED 
WASEEM S, vide affidavit 
dated: 31.08.2026 before 
notary MEER HASSAN, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS
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Djokovic Suffers Shock US Open Exit
DJOKOVIC’S SHOCK EXIT

INDIA FINALISE U23 
WOMEN’S WRESTLING SQUAD

India’s women wrestlers have completed U23 world selection trials, with 
Haryana leading the results and Maharashtra also producing multiple winners 

across the 10 weight categories for the upcoming global championships.
NEW DELHI

The Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) has finalised In-
dia’s women’s squad for the 
upcoming U23 World Wres-
tling Championships in the 
United States after selection 
trials at New Delhi’s Indira 
Gandhi Stadium.

Wrestlers competed across 
all 10 women’s weight cate-
gories, with athletes from 
Haryana, Maharashtra, Delhi, 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh fighting for places in 
the national contingent. The 
winners will represent India at 
the championships, while run-
ners-up will join the national 
camp as sparring partners to 
strengthen preparation and 
squad depth.

Haryana emerged as the 
dominant state at the trials, 
securing top positions in sev-
eral divisions. Parveen won 
the 50kg category, Sweety 
topped 53kg, Komal took 
59kg, Neha won 62kg and 
Diksha Malik finished first in 
76kg. Maharashtra’s Ahilya 
Shinde, Vaishnavi Patil, Man-
si Lather and Amruta Pujari 
won the 55kg, 65kg, 68kg and 
72kg categories respectively. 

Delhi’s Neha Sharma secured 
the 57kg title.

WFI President Sanjay Singh 
praised the competitive stan-
dard at the trials, saying the 

performances demonstrated 
the depth and strength of Indi-
an women’s wrestling. He ex-
pressed confidence that the 
selected wrestlers would per-

form strongly at the U23 
World Championships in the 
USA and the Senior World 
Championships in Kazakhstan.

The selected contingent 
will now assemble for an in-
tensive preparatory camp be-
fore leaving for their interna-
tional assignments. The run-
ners-up will also remain in-
volved through the national 
camp, providing quality com-
petition and helping the feder-
ation build greater depth 
ahead of major global events. 
The trials underlined intense 
competition in domestic 
women’s wrestling and gave 
selectors a strong pool of con-
tenders.

INDIA’S U23 WOMEN WRESTLERS 
SELECTED FOR WORLDS

• Trials held at Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi 

• Selection covered all 10 women’s weight categories 

• Haryana dominated with five category winners 

• Maharashtra produced four winners 

• Runners-up will join the national camp 

• Preparations will also focus on senior global assignments

• Winners will represent India at the U23 Worlds 

FIH World Rankings: Indian 
Women Rise to Eighth

MUMBAI

India’s women’s hockey team 
climbed to eighth in the FIH 
World Rankings after produc-
ing their best World Cup fin-
ish in 52 years. The rise fol-
lowed their fifth-place finish 
at the FIH Hockey World Cup 
2026, lifting the Olympic 
semifinalists one place in the 
rankings.

The rankings were updated 
after the World Cup conclud-
ed, with Argentina winning 
the women’s title and Germa-
ny claiming the men’s crown. 
India collected 2,938 ranking 
points to move ahead of Aus-
tralia, who dropped to ninth 
with 2,812 points.

The Netherlands remain at 
the top despite suffering their 
first World Cup defeat since 
2010. They lead the standings 
with 4,083 points, while 
c h a m p i o n s  A r g e n t i n a 
strengthened their second po-
sition with 3,757. Belgium are 
third on 3,494 after returning 
to the World Cup podium for 

the first time in 48 years.
China remain Asia’s high-

est-ranked women’s side in 
fourth with 3,182 points. 
Spain, Germany and England 
occupy fifth, sixth and sev-
enth respectively, with only 
45 points separating the three 
teams.

India’s eighth-place ranking 
represents another positive 
marker after their World Cup 
campaign. Their fifth-place 
finish was their strongest 
showing in more than five de-
cades and has provided mo-
mentum for the team interna-
tionally.

Australia now sit ninth, fol-
lowed by the United States in 
10th. Japan, New Zealand, 
Ireland and Scotland occupy 
positions 11 to 14, while 

Chile, France and Korea fol-
low. South Africa, Italy and 
Uruguay complete the top 20.

The Indian men’s team re-
tained eighth place despite 
another disappointing tourna-
ment. The Olympic bronze 
medallists retained their posi-
tion at eighth.

FIH on India: The govern-
ing body highlighted India’s 
fifth-place World Cup finish 
as their best showing in 52 
years. The result earned the 
women’s team 2,938 ranking 
points and moved them above 
Australia into eighth position. 
The Netherlands retained the 
top spot, while Argentina 
strengthened second place af-
ter winning the World Cup. 
Belgium completed the wom-
en’s top three.

India’s historic fifth-place 
World Cup finish has 

lifted the women’s hockey 
team to eighth in the latest 

FIH World Rankings.

NEW YORK

Novak Djokovic suffered his ear-
liest Grand Slam exit in more 
than two decades after the 
39-year-old Serb was knocked 
out in the first round of the US 
Open by unseeded Argentine 
Mariano Navone on Sunday.

Djokovic, who arrived at Flush-
ing Meadows targeting a fifth US 
Open title and a record 25th 
Grand Slam crown, lost 7-6(5), 
5-7, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 in a stunning 
five-set contest at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium.

The defeat marked Djokovic’s 
first opening-round loss at a 
Grand Slam since the 2006 Aus-
tralian Open. His hopes were fur-
ther hampered by shoulder and 
back problems, while he also 

vomited during the match as his 
physical struggles intensified.

“I pretty much despised every 
moment I spent on the court for 
that,” Djokovic told reporters af-
ter the defeat.

The result sent shockwaves 
through the year’s final Grand 
Slam, particularly with world num-
ber one Jannik Sinner absent and 
defending champion Carlos Al-
caraz returning after a lengthy inju-
ry layoff. Djokovic had appeared to 
have a major opportunity to chal-
lenge for another historic title.

Navone, ranked 49th in the 
world, recovered from a nervous 
start to produce the biggest victory 
of his career. He admitted being 
overwhelmed by facing his idol 
but remained composed as 
Djokovic’s condition deteriorated.

“I was 0-3 down, feeling a bit 
nervous out of respect for the star 
I was up against,” Navone said.

Former champion Daniil Med-
vedev, meanwhile, avoided an 
upset and advanced comfortably 
with a 6-4, 6-2, 6-4 victory over 
French qualifier Hugo Gaston. 
Medvedev, who suffered a chaot-
ic first-round defeat last year, said 
he was pleased to produce 
high-level tennis after difficult 
weeks.

I pretty much despised 
every moment I spent 
on the court for that. 

Novak Djokovic

You don’t get 
many chances to 
play an idol on a 
stage like this.

Mariano Navone

It’s tough to play 
against Novak, 
he’s an idol.

Koren’s UFC 
journey ends 
in Shanghai

IMPHAL 

Manipuri fighter Chungreng 
Koren’s Road to UFC Season 
5 campaign ended in Shang-
hai after a unanimous-deci-
sion loss to Japan’s Ryo Ta-
jima in the bantamweight 
semifinal. Entering as a 
short-notice replacement, the 
28-year-old impressed by 
submitting previously un-
beaten Ryuho Miyaguchi in 
Macau. Known as “The Indi-
an Rhino”, Koren’s semifinal 
run marks a significant mile-
stone for Indian MMA. He 
holds an 8–2 professional 
record and won the 2024 Ma-
trix Fight Night Interim Ban-
tamweight Championship.

DHASH Bengaluru Half 
Marathon returns on December 6
BENGALURU

The DHASH Bengaluru Half 
Marathon (DBHM) will re-
turn for its second edition on 
December 6, 2026, bringing 
together the city’s running 
community for a premium 
and accessible race experi-
ence. Powered by the Benga-
luru Runners Association, the 
event will be anchored at 
Kanteerava Stadium, with 

participants running through 
Bengaluru’s Central Business 
District. Built around the phi-
losophy “For the Runners, By 
the Runners,” DBHM pro-
motes fitness, community and 
social impact. Its “One Run-
ner, One Tree” initiative en-
courages environmental re-
sponsibility. Indian cricketer 
Shreyanka Patil will be the 
face of DBHM 2026. Regis-
trations are currently open.

BENGALURU

Sports can build character 
while strengthening students 
physically and mentally, Ben-
galuru University’s physical 
education director said. Sports 
play an important role in de-
veloping human values and 
helping students grow physi-
cally and mentally, said Dr 
T.C. Krishnaswamy, Director 
of Physical Education at Ben-
galuru University.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the International 
Sports Day celebrations and 
the 21st annual sports meet of 
Seshadripuram Academy of 
Business Studies in Kengeri, 
held at the Bengaluru Univer-
sity Physical Education Stadi-
um.

Dr Krishnaswamy said 
sports provide physical nour-
ishment while contributing to 
students’ physical and mental 
development. He urged stu-
dents to develop a sporting 
spirit and use sports as a plat-
form to discover and demon-
strate their abilities.

“Winning and losing are 
both part of sport and should 
be accepted equally,” he said, 
adding that while victory 
brings happiness, defeat pro-
vides valuable experience. 
Such experiences, he said, can 
eventually become a stepping 
stone to future success.

Dr C.M. Parthasarathi, 

Treasurer of the Seshadripur-
am Educational Trust, said 
sports help students develop a 
competitive spirit in today’s 
increasingly competitive en-
vironment. Participation in 
inter-collegiate, state and na-
tional-level sporting events 
also helps athletes build 
friendships, camaraderie and 
healthy relationships, he said.

Such exposure can further 
encourage talented students to 
aim for higher levels of com-
petition and eventually seek 
recognition on international 
platforms.

Principal Dr Jayaram urged 
students to spend less time on 
mobile phones and devote 
more time to sporting activi-
ties. Regular participation in 
sports, he said, can help 
students maintain good 
health and physical fit-
ness. Former Indian sol-

dier Rajendra Singh H, Phys-
ical Education Director 
Suresh C and students and 
staff members were present at 
the event.

Students should reduce the 
time spent on mobile phones 
and participate more actively 
in sports, Principal Dr Ja-
yaram said. Regular sporting 
activ- ities can help maintain 

physical fitness, 
promote good 
health and en-
c o u r a g e  a 
more active 
l i f e s t y l e 
a m o n g 

y o u n g 
people.

‘Sports Foster Students’ 
Physical, Mental Growth’

PATNA

Bihar Cricket Association officials congratulated 
young batting prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi for 
becoming the youngest player to score a half-centu-
ry in Duleep Trophy history during East Zone’s on-
going semi-final against Central Zone in Bengaluru.

At the BCCI Centre of Excellence (CoE) Ground 
in Bengaluru, Sooryavanshi, who became the 
youngest debutant for India in international cricket 
via the T20I series in England in July, reached his 
milestone fifty off 42 deliveries before eventually 
ending up making a sparkling 92 off 81 balls, an 
innings featuring seven fours and seven sixes.

In doing so, he surpassed a 57-year-old mark set 
in 1969 by Laxman Singh, who scored a fifty at 16 
years and 23 days. “On behalf of the Bihar Cricket 
Association, I extend my heartfelt congratulations 
to Vaibhav Sooryavanshi on this historic achieve-
ment. Breaking a 57-year-old record in the Duleep 
Trophy at such a young age is an extremely proud 
moment for Bihar cricket. “Vaibhav has once again 
proved through his talent, confidence and hard work 
that he is a star for the future. We are confident that 
he will go on to achieve many more milestones in 
the years to come,” BCA President Harsh Vardhan 
said in a statement on Monday.

The teenager's record-breaking knock laid the 
foundation for a 161-run opening partnership with 
Abhimanyu Easwaran, thus placing East Zone in 
complete control of the match after they previously 
bowled out Central Zone for 266.

BCA Secretary Ziaul Arfin added that the young 
batter's composure under pressure pointed toward a 
promising career on the national stage. “Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi's achievement is a matter of great 
pride for the entire Bihar cricket family. Becoming 
the youngest player to score a half-century in the 
Duleep Trophy at the age of just 15 years and 157 
days reflects his exceptional talent and dedication.

BIHAR CRICKET 
ASSN HAILS 

SOORYAVANSHI’S 
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