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The Truth Speaks

NDA pledges 1 cr 
jobs, K10 lakh aid for 

EBCs in manifesto
The manifesto also promises seven new expressways  

and metro rail services in four more cities beyond Patna

PATNA

The National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) on Friday un-
veiled its manifesto for the 
Bihar Assembly elections, 
packed with promises to cre-
ate jobs, boost infrastructure, 
and empower marginalised 
communities. Releasing the 
manifesto in Patna, BJP pres-
ident J.P. Nadda, Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, and other 
alliance leaders outlined a 
development roadmap centred 
on employment generation, 
women’s entrepreneurship, 
and industrial growth.

If voted to power, the NDA 
pledged one crore jobs for Bi-

har’s youth and Rs 10 lakh 
financial aid for members of 
the Extremely Backward 
Classes (EBCs). The alliance 
also promised to attract Rs 50 
lakh crore in investments, es-
tablish 10 new industrial 
parks, and set up metro rail 
services in four more cities 

beyond Patna. On welfare, the 
manifesto includes free ration, 
medical treatment up to Rs 5 
lakh, and construction of 50 
lakh new pucca houses. It 
proposes raising the PM-Ki-
san payout from Rs 6,000 to 
Rs 9,000 annually and dou-
bling fishermen’s aid.

Education reforms include 
free schooling up to postgrad-
uate level and Rs 2,000 aid 
for Scheduled Caste students 
pursuing higher education.

Calling it a “people-centric 
roadmap,” Deputy CM Sam-
rat Choudhary said, “The 
NDA’s vision is to make Bi-
har a hub of industry, educa-
tion, and innovation.”

Mallikarjun Kharge Says RSS Should 
Be Banned, Cites Patel’s Letter

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Friday reignit-
ed the political debate over 
the role of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
saying in his “personal opin-
ion, it should be banned.” His 
remarks came during a press 
conference marking the birth 
anniversary of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel and the death 
anniversary of former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi.

Responding to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s criti-

cism of the Congress, Mr. 
Kharge cited a letter written 
by Patel to Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee in 1948, in which 
the then Home Minister 
blamed the RSS for creating 
an atmosphere that led to Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s assassination.

“They always tried to por-
tray a rift between Nehru and 
Patel when they had great ties 
and mutual respect,” Mr. 
Kharge said, adding that  
Nehru hailed Patel for unify-
ing India, while Patel de-
scribed Nehru as “an ideal for 

the country.” The Congress 
chief said both leaders were 
“true symbols of India’s unity 
— the iron man and the iron 
lady — who dedicated their 
lives to strengthening the na-
tion.”

Mr. Kharge further alleged 
that “most law and order 
problems today arise from the 
BJP-RSS nexus.”

Prime Minister Modi, earli-
er in the day, had said Sardar 
Patel wanted to unite the en-
tire Kashmir region with In-
dia, but Jawaharlal Nehru 
“did not allow it to happen.” 

“It is my personal opinion  
RSS should be banned.  

Many of the country’s problems 
stem from the BJP-RSS.”

—Mallikarjun Kharge,   
Congress President

Sardar Patel Wanted to Unite Kashmir 
with India, Nehru Did Not Allow: PM

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said that In-
dia’s first Home Minister 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had 
wanted to fully integrate Jam-
mu and Kashmir into India, 
but was stopped by then 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

Speaking at the Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas celebrations near 
the Statue of Unity in Ekta 
Nagar, Mr. Modi said Patel’s 
vision of complete integration 
was derailed by decisions that 
divided Kashmir and left the 
nation to “suffer for decades.” 
“Kashmir was given a sepa-

rate Constitution and flag, and 
the country paid a heavy price 
for that mistake,” he said.

Mr. Modi hailed Patel’s role 
in unifying over 550 princely 
states, calling him the archi-
tect of India’s territorial and 
emotional integrity. He said 
Patel’s ideals inspired his 

government’s decision to ab-
rogate Article 370, ensuring 
Kashmir’s full integration.

The Prime Minister de-
clared that post-2014 India 
had struck decisively against 
Maoist and terrorist threats, 
reducing Naxal-affected dis-
tricts from 125 to just 11.

India, U.S. Sign 
10-Year Defence 
Framework Pact

NEW DELHI

India and the United States on 
Friday signed a landmark 10-
year defence framework 
agreement, marking a new 
chapter in their strategic part-
nership. Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh and U.S. Defence 
Secretary Peter Hegseth for-
malised the deal during a bilat-
eral meeting in Kuala Lumpur, 
coinciding with a regional se-
curity dialogue involving ASE-
AN member states and part-
ners. Mr. Singh described the 
pact as “a signal of growing 
strategic convergence” between 
New Delhi and Washington.
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Court adjourns hearing in Renukaswamy murder case
BENGALURU 

 
The 57th CCH Court in Ben-
galuru has ordered adjourn-
ment of charge-fixing against 
the accused in the Renukas-
wamy murder case to Novem-
ber 3. The court, after hearing 
the plea of Darshan’s lawyer, 
postponed the hearing to the 
said date. 

Six accused, including Dar-
shan and Pavithra Gowda, 
were produced before the 
court via video conference for 
framing of charges.

As the hearing began, Dar-
shan’s lawyer Sunil argued 
that no instructions had been 

received from his client and 
requested permission for Dar-
shan to appear in person, 
seeking two weeks’ time be-
fore the trial.  In response, the 
court directed Darshan’s law-

yers to visit the jail and obtain 
necessary instructions, while 
instructing jail authorities to 
allow the meeting. Subse-
quently, the arraignment was 
adjourned to November 3.

Actor Darshan, Pavithra 
Gowda and several others 
were arrested on June 11, 
2024, for allegedly murdering 
Renukaswamy of Chitradurga 
and had been in judicial cus-
tody for several months. 

The Karnataka High Court 
had granted bail to seven ac-
cused, including actor Dar-
shan Thoogudeepa, on De-
cember 13, 2024. However, 
the state government later 
approached the Supreme 
Court challenging this deci-
sion.

A two-judge bench com-
prising Justices JB Pardiwala 
and R Mahadevan heard the 

plea and expressed dissatis-
faction with the High Court’s 
order. On August 14, the Su-
preme Court cancelled the 
bail, emphasizing that every-
one is equal before the law 
irrespective of power, popu-
larity, or privilege. 

Consequently, accused Dar-
shan, Pavithra Gowda, Jaga-
dish, Anukumar, Nagaraj, 
Lakshman, and Pradosh were 
sent back to jail.

Later, accused Pavithra 
Gowda filed a bail application 
in the 57th Sessions Court, 
citing her responsibility as a 
single mother needing to care 
for her daughter. 

RENUKASWAMY MURDER CASE
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Traffic police 
prevent major 

fire mishap

Skywalks 
planned to ease 

city traffic

Rule violations: 32 
buses seized 

across city

BENGALURU
A major tragedy was nar-
rowly averted in Bengalu-
ru on Friday by the quick 

response of the city’s 
traffic police. A moving 
car caught fire near the 
Rupena Agrahara bus 

stand after flames erupt-
ed from its engine. Acting 
swiftly, the traffic police 

on duty rushed to the 
spot, extinguished the 
fire, and safely rescued 

the occupants. Their 
prompt intervention pre-
vented what could have 

been a serious 
disaster.

BENGALURU
To address the city’s 

growing traffic conges-
tion, plans are underway 

to construct new sky-
walks across Bengaluru. 
Joint Commissioner of 

Traffic Karthik Reddy has 
written to GBA Chief 

Commissioner M. Ma-
heshwar Rao, proposing 
the construction of pe-
destrian skywalks to re-
duce road crossings that 
slow vehicle movement. 

The GBA is reportedly 
planning around 130 new 
skywalks at key junctions, 
including Peenya, Hebbal, 
and Goraguntepalya—ar-
eas often affected by pe-

destrian-related traffic 
jams. Chief Commissioner 

Rao said the initiative 
aims to improve road 

safety and ensure 
smoother traffic flow 

across the city.

BENGALURU
In a large-scale crack-
down, 12 teams led by 

the Additional Commis-
sioner of the Transport 

Department (Promotion 
South) carried out in-
spections across Ben-

galuru and its outskirts, 
registering cases against 
the owners of over 380 

buses and seizing 63 ve-
hicles for various viola-

tions. Officials examined 
safety measures on bus-
es, including the availa-
bility of first aid kits, fire 

extinguishers, and emer-
gency exits. Several bus-
es were found operating 

without paying taxes or in 
violation of transport reg-

ulations. The enforce-
ment drives were con-

ducted mainly in Devana-
halli and Attibele. Pas-

sengers from the seized 
buses were safely ac-

commodated in BMTC, 
KSRTC, and other private 
vehicles.  Transport offi-

cials also used the opera-
tion to raise awareness 
against unauthorized. 

Project cost escalation delaying 
Bengaluru circular rail plan: Somanna

Minister V. Somanna said the ambitious Bengaluru Circular Rail Project has been 
stalled due to a sharp rise in estimated costs and financial constraints

BENGALURU
 

Minister of State for Railways 
V. Somanna announced that 
the much-anticipated Bengal-
uru Circular Rail Project, en-
visioned to enhance connec-
tivity to the city’s outskirts, 
has been put on hold due to a 
steep rise in project costs and 
financial constraints.

Speaking after visiting the 
railway depot near Yeshwant-
pur railway station as part of 
the Railway Department’s 
month-long cleanliness drive, 
Somanna revealed that the 

project’s original estimate of 
₹81,000 crore has now risen 
to nearly ₹1 lakh crore. He 
said about 2,500 acres of 
land would be required for 
acquisition, making the proj-
ect’s execution unfeasible at 
present. 

 Somanna emphasized that 
while several expansion ini-
tiatives are underway — in-
cluding the extension of met-
ro services to Kanakapura and 
Tumakuru, and the doubling 
of key railway lines around 
Bengaluru — the circular rail 
project cannot be taken up 

immediately but will be re-
considered in the future.

He further informed that the 

re-tendering process for the 
Bengaluru Suburban Rail 
Project is in progress, with a 

meeting scheduled next week 
to expedite the tender and 
construction process.

The 240 km-long Bengalu-
ru Circular Rail Project, con-
necting Ramanagara, Bengal-
uru Rural, Kolar, and Benga-
luru City, was announced by 
Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw. 

Designed to serve the city’s 
transport needs for the next 
50 years, a survey costing ₹7 
crore was launched last De-
cember, and the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) is cur-
rently under preparation.

Caste survey: 1.4 cr 
households covered, 

B’luru lags at 42%
BENGALURU

 
Karnataka’s ongoing caste-
based socio-educational sur-
vey has recorded full cover-
age across all districts except 
Bengaluru, where progress 
stands at just 42.3 percent, ac-
cording to the Backward 
Classes Commission. Back-
ward Classes Minister Shi-
varaj Tangadagi ruled out ex-
tending the October 31 dead-
line for field enumeration but 
announced that the online 
self-declaration deadline has 
been extended till November 
10 to enable more citizens to 
participate through the official 
portal (https://kscbcselfdecla-
ration.karnataka.gov.in).

Explaining the city’s low 
completion rate, Tangadagi 
said many residents have al-
ready participated in their na-
tive districts. He noted that 
Unique Household IDs 
(UHIDs) are generated based 
on electricity meters, and sev-
eral houses in the city have 
multiple meters. “Considering 

these factors, Bengaluru’s sur-
vey progress is also satisfac-
tory,” he claimed.

Citing his own example, 
Tangadagi said he did not par-
ticipate in Bengaluru as he 
had already registered in his 
hometown, Karatagi, in Kop-
pal district. Across the state, 
enumerators have covered 
more than 1.4 crore house-
holds and reached over 5.5 
crore people.

The minister added that the 
survey includes all backward 
classes, other castes, Sched-
uled Castes, and Scheduled 
Tribes, making it one of Kar-
nataka’s most comprehensive 
socio-economic data collec-
tion drives.

Karnataka’s caste survey 
covered 1.4 crore 

households statewide, 
but Bengaluru lagged at 
42% completion due to 

low awareness and 
residents participating 

from native districts

HC calls for revamping Cooperative 
Societies Act to meet modern needs 
BENGALURU

 
The Dharwad Bench of the 
Karnataka High Court has 
called for a comprehensive 
revamp of the Karnataka Co-
operative Societies Act, 1959 
and its accompanying rules, 
observing that decades of 
piecemeal amendments have 
left the statute fragmented 
and ill-suited to present-day 
realities.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj, in 
his order on filling casual va-
cancies in a cooperative body 
in Uttara Kannada district, 
noted that the cumulative im-
pact of past amendments was 
never fully assessed, resulting 
in conflicting and outdated 
provisions. He observed that 

while courts have often 
a p p l i e d  t h e 

principle of harmonious con-
struction, legislative reform is 
the only sustainable remedy 
when reconciliation fails.

The judge highlighted mul-
tiple problem areas—mem-
bership rights and disqualifi-
cations, election procedures, 
appointment of administra-
tors, overlapping jurisdic-
tions, and audit obligations—
many of which have been 
rendered obsolete by techno-
logical and socio-economic 
changes. 

Cooperative societies, he 
added, face redundant compli-
ance requirements, often du-
plicating those mandated un-
der the Com- panies Act, 
2013.

Justice Govindaraj empha-
sized that, similar to the 
comprehensive revamp of 
the Companies Act, a mod-
ernized cooperative law is 
essential to promote trans-
parency, efficiency, and con-
stitutional autonomy under 
Article 43B. Without such 
reform, cooperatives would 
remain mired in unproduc-
tive litigation, undermining 
their goal of economic and 
social empowerment.

Drawing a parallel, he not-
ed that the Income Tax Act, 
1961 is being replaced by 
the Income Tax Act, 2025—
effective April 1, 2026—due 
to excessive amendments 
over six decades that made 

the earlier law overly 
complex.

Cabinet clears `2,296-crore  
to boost city infrastructure

BENGALURU
 

Following strong criticism 
from industry leaders over the 
city’s poor infrastructure, the 
state cabinet has sanctioned 
₹2,296 crore for major civic 
and road development works 
across five city corporations 
under the Greater Bengaluru 
Authority (GBA).

Of the total, ₹1,241 crore 
will be allocated under a spe-
cial scheme to create infra-
structure facilities for the 
newly formed corporations, 
while ₹1,055 crore will fund 
projects under the Chief Min-
ister’s Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme announced 
in this year’s budget.  Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister H.K. Patil said the 
cabinet approved an ac-
tion plan to asphalt 
roads, repair drains, and 
upgrade civic amenities.

To expedite imple-
mentation, officials have 
been directed to in-
vite short-term 
tenders and ob-
tain adminis-
trat ive and 
tender  ap-

provals simultaneously. The 
move follows public and cor-
porate outrage over Bengalu-
ru’s deteriorating roads and 
civic neglect.

The development package 
includes resurfacing roads, 
improving footpaths, repair-
ing stormwater drains, and 
building community halls and 
multipurpose structures. 

Specific constituency works 
include decorative tusker 
poles in Yelahanka, park up-
grades in Basavanagudi, a 
b h a j a n a  m a n d i r a  a n d  
anubhava mantapa in Vi-
jayanagar, a primary school in 
Malleswaram, CCTV installa-
tion in Chamarajpet, and KR 
Market renovations.  In addi-
tion, the cabinet decided to 

seek ₹1,545 crore in 
flood-recovery aid 
from the Centre for 
restoring damaged in-
frastructure in North 
Karnataka and sanc-

tioned ₹69 crore for 
the Cauvery IT 

Cell of the 
Stamps and 
Registra-
tion De-
partment.

Kageri seeks judicial probe into 
allegations against speaker UT Khader
BENGALURU

 
Former Speaker and MP 
Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri 
has reiterated his demand for 
a judicial probe into the cor-
ruption allegations against 
Speaker UT Khader, insist-
ing that the inquiry be con-
ducted by a sitting judge.

Addressing the issue in 
connection with discussions 
held in the Vidhana Soudha, 
Kageri said, “The corruption 
allegations involving UT 
Khader have become a topic 
of public debate.  Hence, I 
have demanded that the case 

be handed over to a judicial 
investigation led by a sitting 
judge.” He stressed that the 
Speaker’s office holds con-
stitutional dignity and should 
not be undermined by con-
troversy. “Even now, I main-
tain that the inquiry should 
be conducted by the current 
judge. 

I believe UT Khader will 
be cleared of all charges af-
ter the investigation,” he 
said, adding that once the 
probe begins, the judge 
should be empowered to 
seek evidence and submit a 
detailed report.

GBA cracks down on littering, 
₹2,000 fine for violators

BENGALURU
 

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has launched 
a strict campaign to curb 
public littering, taking an 
unusual yet impactful ap-
proach—by dumping gar-
bage back in front of the 
offenders’ houses and im-
posing a fine of ₹2,000.

As part of this initiative, 
GBA staff have dumped 
waste in front of 218 hous-
es whose residents were 
caught littering in public 
areas. So far, officials have 
collected ₹2.8 lakh in fines 
from violators.

In areas such as Ganga-
nagar and RT Nagar, the 
civic body has targeted in-
dividuals who threw gar-
bage in vacant lots. Kari-

gowda, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Solid Waste 
Management Organization, 
has issued a stern warning 
to residents, urging them to 
maintain cleanliness and 
follow waste disposal 
norms.

In one instance, GBA 
marshals caught a woman 
red-handed while she was 
dumping garbage early in 
the morning. The marshals, 
stationed at the spot around 
5 a.m., recorded a video of 
the act. Upon realizing she 
was caught, the woman im-
mediately retrieved the gar-
bage she had thrown.

Officials said such mea-
sures aim to instill civic 
responsibility among resi-
dents and deter habitual 
littering across Bengaluru.

Fifth Yellow Line Metro 
train begins service today
BENGALURU

 
In welcome news for Yellow 
Line commuters, the Banga-
lore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BM-
RCL) announced 
that the fifth train 
set will begin op-
erations from to-
day. With this ad-
dition, metro trains 
on the Yellow Line 
will now run at 15-min-
ute intervals instead of every 
20 minutes.

BMRCL stated that the in-
troduction of the new train 

will ease congestion and sig-
nificantly reduce passenger 
waiting times, especially 
during peak hours.

According to officials, 
the fifth train has suc-

cessfully completed 
all testing and is in 
the final phase of 
technical clear-
ance. 

It will officially 
begin public service 

from Saturday, marking 
another step toward improv-
ing the frequency and effi-
ciency of Bengaluru’s metro 
services.

Education’s 
purpose beyond 
wealth: Swamiji
BENGALURU

 
“High thinking leads to high 
positions,” said Dr. Nirmala-
nandanatha Swamiji, Presi-
dent of Adichunchanagiri Ma-
hasamsthana, emphasizing 
that earning money and sus-
taining a livelihood should 
not be the primary aim of ed-
ucation. 

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the new academic ses-
sion at SJB Technical College 
and SJB School of Architec-
tu re  and  P lann ing  on 
Kengeri–Uttarahalli Main 
Road, he remarked that every 
living being possesses the in-
stinct to survive, but educa-
tion should go beyond that.

He explained that true edu-
cation is the synthesis of 
knowledge and intellect. One 
must not get carried away by 
praise, as it can derail future 
achievements, he cautioned.

Dr. C.N. Satyanarayana, se-
nior scientist at CSIR–NAL, 
stressed the importance of 
maintaining both mental and 
physical health during student 
life. Higher education, he not-
ed, requires deeper study hab-
its and a genuine thirst for 
learning. Students should cul-
tivate a love for books and 
build their own intellectual 
wealth, he added.

Female Indian 
gaur dies during 

relocation 
BENGALURU 

 
A female Indian Gaur died 
during relocation at Banner-
ghatta Biological Park on Oc-
tober 31, 2025. 

The transfer, part of an ap-
proved exchange with Hyder-
abad’s Nehru Zoological 
Park, was conducted under 
veterinary and forest supervi-
sion. 

Despite safety measures, 
the gaur collapsed during cap-
ture. A post-mortem examina-
tion is in progress.
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Bommai presents lifetime 
achievement awards at 

Sanskriti Sangama 2025
BENGALURU

Former Chief Minister and 
MP Basavaraj Bommai 

presided over the lifetime 
achievement award cere-
mony for senior achievers 
at the Sanskriti Sangama 
2025 event, organized by 
Sahitya Seva Pratishthan 
at Gandhi Bhavan in Ben-
galuru. The event was at-

tended by Dr. C. So-
mashekhar, Dr. N. Sar-

vamangala, Suttur Mutt’s 
Shivaratri Deshikendra 

Swamiji, Kannada Devel-
opment Authority Presi-
dent Purushottam Bili-

male, and Karnataka Na-
taka Academy President 

Nagaraja Murthy. Eminent 
awardees included Ch. 

Boralingaiah, Ka. T. Chik-
kanna, Srinivas G. Kap-
panna, Ramzan Darga, 

and Kasturi Shankar.

Karandlaje slams Cong 
govt for rising crimes
Union Minister lashed out at the Congress government, 

accusing it of neglecting public safety
BENGALURU

 
Union Minister Shobha 
Karandlaje launched a sharp 
attack on the state govern-
ment, alleging that it has 
failed to protect its citizens 
and is preoccupied solely with 
political infighting. Speaking 
at the BJP state office in 
Malleshwaram during the re-
lease of a poster titled “Killer 
Congress Government,” she 
accused the ruling Congress 
of ignoring rising crime rates, 
including increasing incidents 
of violence against women 
across the state.

Karandlaje said that in the 
past two years, more than 
1,800 women have been 
raped and assaulted in Karna-
taka. 

“A girl who came to sell 
balloons was raped and mur-
dered in the Chief Minister’s 
own district. In Hubballi, 
Neha was brutally murdered. 
During the Belagavi session, 
a woman was stripped naked 
and raped. A lecturer from 

Moodbidri brought his stu-
dent to Bengaluru and assault-
ed her. The government in the 
state is dead to the people — 
this is why criminals have 
gained such courage,” she 
charged.

She alleged that the ruling 
leaders are more concerned 
about internal politics than 
governance. 

“The government is busy 
deciding who should become 
Chief Minister, who should be 
Deputy Chief Minister, who 
should retain or gain minis-
tries, instead of working for 
the people’s safety and wel-

fare,” Karandlaje said.
The Union Minister also 

expressed concern over a ris-
ing number of suicides among 
officials and contractors. “In 
the last two and a half years, 
more than 20 officials have 
committed suicide. Some suc-
cumbed to the pressure of the 
caste survey, while others 
died of heart attacks caused 
by stress. Over 15 contractors 
have ended their lives. For the 
first time in the state’s history, 
contractors have even written 
letters seeking euthanasia,” 
she remarked.

Questioning the Congress’s 
claim of “guarantees” to the 
people, Karandlaje said, “You 
speak about guarantees, but 
who is the guarantee for our 
lives?” Criticizing the Home 
Minister, she added that a 
weak leadership lacking con-
trol over the police cannot 
ensure law and order. BJP 
women’s wing leaders, in-
cluding MLC Bharathi Shetty 
and Hemalatha Nayak, were 
present at the event.

CM to decide soon on 
1% quota for nomadic 

communities
BENGALURU 

 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah announced that a de-
cision will soon be made 
after consultations with the 
Law Department and legal 
experts regarding the de-
mand for 1% internal reser-
vation for the nomadic com-
munity.

He chaired a meeting 
with representatives of var-
ious nomadic community 
unions at Vidhana Soudha 
on Friday to address ongo-
ing confusion surrounding 
internal reservation. Speak-
ing after the meeting, the 
Chief Minister said, “We 
have discussed the demands 
of the nomadic alliance. 
They have requested that 
the 1% reservation recom-
mended by the Nagamohan 
Das Commission be imple-
mented, and also sought the 
establishment of a separate 
development corporation 
and a financial package for 
the community. We are 
committed to social justice 
and will consult the Law 
Department and legal ex-
perts before taking a deci-

sion. A development corpo-
ration will be set up, and a 
financial package will be 
provided. We have sought 
some time to implement 
these measures and request-
ed the union to withdraw its 
court case.”

Union President Sheshap-
pa reiterated the communi-
ty’s demand for implement-
ing the 1% quota as per the 
Nagamohan Das report and 
thanked the government for 
responding positively. He 
said the Chief Minister had 
agreed to examine the legal 
feasibility of granting the 
quota, form a separate cor-
poration, and consider a 
special economic package, 
urging the government to 
act swiftly.

However, the meeting 
also saw tense moments 
when some members of the 
nomadic community pro-
tested outside Vidhana 
Soudha, alleging that they 
were denied entry. The pro-
testors raised slogans 
against the government, ex-
pressing anger over their 
exclusion from the discus-
sions.

Former Bengaluru University professor arrested for harassing woman
BENGALURU

 
Former Bangalore University 
director and professor Prof 
BC Mailarappa has been ar-
rested by Basaveshwara 
Nagar police station on 
charges of harassing a wom-
an. Police said that Mailarap-
pa was arrested on a com-
plaint filed by a 37-year-old 
woman. The complainant 
woman had joined the Karna-
taka Rajya Harijan Sevak 
Sangh run by the then Direc-
tor of Bangalore University, 
Prof BC Mailarappa, in 2022. 

She had worked for 2 years 
and left the job in May 2024. 
However, at the end of 2024, 
the woman’s husband had 
died unnaturally. At that time, 
the woman’s mother-in-law 
and father-in-law had filed a 
complaint with the Mahal-
akshmi Layout Police Station, 
accusing her of being respon-
sible for their son’s death. 
Mailarappa, who was stand-
ing in her favor at that time, 
had argued for her in the case 
registered at the Mahalakshmi 
Layout Police Station and had 
traveled a lot regarding the 

property dispute. In the mean-
time, the woman had a dis-
agreement with her uncle re-
garding the division of her 
father’s property. At that time, 
the woman had filed a case in 
court through a lawyer with 
the help of her brother. The 
woman had been meeting her 
lawyer frequently regarding 
the same issue. 

However, when Mailarappa 
came to know about this, he 
called her to a hotel in Rajaji-
nagar, said, We need to talk, 
and abused her in the middle 
of the road, grabbed her by 

the waist, and assaulted her. 
The woman had also filed a 
complaint with Basaveshwa-
ranagar police station, alleg-
ing that he had been coming 
to her house and forcing her 
to open the door, calling her 
and speaking rudely to her. 

A case was registered at 
Basaveshwara Nagar police 
station based on the woman’s 
complaint. A case was also 
registered at Kamakshipalya 
police station on the charge of 
going to the house of the 
woman’s lawyer’s relatives 
and creating a ruckus.

Teen girl, four 
friends kill 

mother, stages it 
as suicide

BENGALURU
 

A 17-year-old girl and four 
friends allegedly murdered her 
34-year-old mother, Netra-
vathi, and staged it as a suicide 
at their Uttarahalli home in 
south Bengaluru. The incident 
came to light after the girl, who 
was absconding, confessed 
during police questioning. Ne-
travathi, a telecaller working in 
a loan recovery firm, lived 
alone with her daughter after 
separating from her husband. 
Police said the girl, in a rela-
tionship with a 17-year-old 
Class 9 dropout, killed her 
mother after she objected to the 
affair and warned the boy to 
stay away. On October 25, the 
girl invited her partner and 
three others home at night. 
When Netravathi discovered 
them, the group allegedly 
strangled her and faked a sui-
cide scene. The truth emerged 
when the girl confessed to her 
grandmother on October 30. 
Police have detained four juve-
niles, while a 13-year-old boy 
is under observation.

K-SET exam on 
Nov 2 under 
tight camera 
surveillance

The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) 

will conduct the Karnataka 
State Eligibility Test (K-SET) 
for college lecturer posts on 
November 2, implementing 
strict monitoring measures to 
ensure transparency. KEA Ex-
ecutive Director H. Prasanna 
said candidates will be 
screened using facial recogni-
tion technology before enter-
ing the examination centres, 
and the entire process will be 
under camera surveillance.
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Karnataka High Court quashes KSLU fee 
hike circular, orders refund to students

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka High Court 
has quashed a circular is-
sued by the Karnataka State 
Law University (KSLU) 
that increased admission 
fees for its three- and five-
year law courses. The court 
directed the university to 
refund the excess amount 
collected from all stu-
dents—whether or not they 
had approached the court—
within two months of re-
ceiving the order.

Justice R. Devdas, while 
allowing three writ petitions 

filed by law students includ-
ing K.N. Pranav and N. Pri-
yanka, observed that al-
though KSLU has the au-
thority to demand and col-
lect fees under Section 5 of 
the KSLU Act, 2009, any 
such revision must be done 

through proper legislation, 
rules, or notifications. Since 
the university failed to pres-
ent any statutory backing for 
the July 2, 2025 circular re-
vising admission fees, the 
order was deemed invalid.

The petitioners had con-
tended that the revised 
fee—₹6,580 for general stu-
dents and ₹4,820–₹5,180 for 
SC/ST students—was sig-
nificantly higher than previ-
ous years and introduced 
without consultation. They 
argued that neither the Aca-
demic Council nor the 
Vice-Chancellor holds stat-

utory authority to determine 
or revise fees under Section 
34 of the Act.

The High Court upheld 
this view, ruling that fee 
hikes without legislative 
sanction are unlawful. It 
also stated that KSLU must 
promptly refund the extra 
amount collected under the 
invalid circular. Senior ad-
vocates K.G. Raghavan and 
H. Pavan Chandra Shetty 
represented the petitioning 
students. The judgment rein-
forces transparency and due 
process in university fee 
regulations.

KSLU FEE ROLLBACK

QUICK READ

VHP leader summoned 
over objectionable 
social media post

Youth’s bike seized for 
dumping garbage  

on road 

Brothers drown in 
pond while grazing 

cattle 

Mangaluru
 VHP leader Sharan Pump-
well has been summoned 

by the Kadri Police for 
questioning after he alleg-
edly shared an objection-
able comment posted by 

another user on social me-
dia. Police Commissioner 
Sudhir Reddy confirmed 

that the original post, 
made by a person named 
Vikas, had been shared by 

Pumpwell but was later 
deleted. The commissioner 
stated that an inquiry is un-
derway to verify the nature 

of the comment and 
Pumpwell’s involvement in 

sharing it. Police officials 
have clarified that appro-
priate action will be taken 

based on the investiga-
tion’s outcome.

Chikkaballapura
A young man’s bike was 
seized by the municipal 

staff after he was caught 
throwing garbage on Kan-
davara Road. When offi-
cials questioned him and 

instructed him to pay a 
fine, he argued and re-

fused, defiantly saying he 
wouldn’t pay “no matter 

what.” Following his 
non-compliance, the mu-
nicipal team confiscated 

his bike. During the seizure, 
the bike key accidentally 

injured woman officer Shil-
pa Suresh. The city council 
has warned residents that 

those caught dumping 
garbage on roads will face 
fines ranging from `5,000 

to `10,000. Authorities 
have urged citizens to dis-
pose of waste responsibly 

to maintain cleanliness 
and public hygiene in Chik-

kaballapura city.

Hassan
Two brothers accidentally 
drowned in a pond while 
grazing cattle at Valager-

ahalli village in Dudda 
Hobli of Hassan taluk. 

The victims were identi-
fied as Darshan (17) and 
Lakshmikant (5), sons of 
temple priest Ramachan-
dra and Ratna. The broth-
ers had gone out with cat-
tle on Wednesday morn-

ing but did not return 
home by evening, prompt-

ing their parents to file a 
missing complaint at Dud-

da Police Station. On 
Thursday morning, police 

and fire personnel 
launched a search and re-
covered the bodies from a 
village pond. The bodies 

were later retrieved for fur-
ther investigation. A case 

has been registered at 
Dudda Police Station.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

IN THE COURT OF THE I-ADDL... CIVIL JUDGE 
& JMFC AT CHICKBALLAPUR 

CRL MISC NO.208/2025

1. �Sri. Ambrisha.N S/o late Nallappa Aged about 38 
years,

2.  Smt. Lakshmidevamma          ...PETITIONERS

W/o late Nallappa Aged about 57 years, Petitioners 
both are R/at #103, Manikal Village and Hobli 

Chickballapur Taluk and District.
Vs

The Registrar of Births and Deaths office of the 
Tahsildhar, Chickballapur Taluk Chickballapur 
District

....RESPONDENT

PAPER PUBLICATION
The petitioners have filed this petition for grant of 
death certificate of the grandfather of petitioner 
No.1 and father-in-law of petitioner No.2 by name 
Sri. Puram Nyathappa S/o Narasimhappa was died 
on 30/09/1966, at Yataganahalli village, Mandikal 
Hobli, Chickballapur Taluk and District. The 
respondent has given non availability certificates in 
respect of the death of Sri. Puram Nyathappa.
If any persons have any objections regarding the 
issue of death certificate, they can appear before 
the Hon’ble Court in person or duly instructed by his 
advocate on 6/10/25 at 11 ‘O’ clock. If they failed to 
appear, the Hon’ble Court has proceed and decide 
the matter according to law.
Given under my hand and seal of the court, this of 
Sept 2025 

Day By Order of the Court
Sherishedar I-ADDL... CIVIL JUDGE & JMFC AT 
CHICKBALLAPUR 
Prl. Civil Junge and J.C.Court Chickballapur-562101
& JMFC.

Si Narasimha Murthy.P.N 
Advocates, Chickballapur.

Advocate for Petitioner

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 150th 
Birth Anniversary Celebrated 

An event in Ramanagara honoured Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 150th birth 
anniversary with tributes and recognitions.

RAMANAGARA

The 150th birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was 
celebrated at Patel Public En-
glish School on Magadi Road, 
Kempegowda Circle. The event 
was organised jointly by the 
District Negilayogi Social Ser-
vice Trust and the school and 
was inaugurated by Trust 
founder-secretary Patel Raju. 
In his address, Raju praised Pa-
tel’s political foresight and or-
ganisational skill, stating that 
these qualities were pivotal in 
integrating princely states and 
disparate regions into a united 
India after independence in 
1947. He specifically men-
tioned Hyderabad, Junagadh, 
Kashmir, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras and Gujarat as areas 

whose merger into the Indian 
Union reflected Patel’s leader-
ship, earning him the lasting 
title “Iron Man of India.”

As part of the programme, 
retired headmaster Shashikumar 
M.K. of Mattikere, who devoted 
thirty-seven years to teaching 
and emphasised discipline, uni-

ty and moral values among stu-
dents, was felicitated with the 
Kengal Abhinandana Award. 
The award was presented joint-
ly by the Trust and the school in 
recognition of his long service. 
Shashikumar, while accepting 
the honour, spoke about the 
duty of educators to prepare 

children as responsible citizens 
and to preserve the spirit of na-
tional unity.

Trust secretary Timmegowda 
T.R. urged the students to fol-
low Patel’s example and to car-
ry forward his legacy by be-
coming proud and responsible 
members of society. The cere-
mony included short plays by 
students depicting episodes 
from Patel’s life. Attendees in-
cluded Sridhar Kyashapur 
Shivanna, Rotary Kanakapura 
taluk president Gabbadi Kade-
gouda, veterinary surgeon 
Mallesh, Rajendra B.T., Kale-
gowda, B.T. Dinesh of Kanna-
da Sahitya Parishat, local social 
workers, school staff and pu-
pils. The event concluded with 
a vote of thanks from headmas-
ter G.R. Vinod.

Justice must serve the common 
man, not create conflict: SC judge
DEVANAHALLI

“Justice is not a conflict but 
a service to the common 
man. Courts must ensure 
timely and equal justice for 
all, including the poor, back-
ward, women, and chil-
dren,” said Supreme Court 
Justice Jitendra Kumar Ma-
heshwari. He was speaking 
at a Legal Literacy Program 
on Innovative Remedial 
Measures in the Judicial 
System held at Akash Med-
ical Education Institute, 
Devanahalli. The event was 
organized jointly by the Na-
tional, State, and District 
Legal Services Authorities 
along with the Bangalore 
Rural District Administra-
tion. Justice Maheshwari 
stressed that every citizen 
must be aware of their legal 
duties and rights, as the law 
provides equal opportuni-
ties to all. He emphasized 
the importance of social 

justice and the shared re-
sponsibility to eliminate 
inequality, preserve diversi-
ty, and protect individual 
rights. He also mentioned 
that individuals with an an-
nual income below ₹3 lakh 
are entitled to free legal aid. 
Presiding over the program, 
Supreme Court Justice Ara-
vind Kumar highlighted the 
judiciary’s adoption of 
modern methods and tech-
nology. He noted that Lok 
Adalat initiatives intro-
duced during the Covid-19 

period helped resolve over 
1.59 lakh cases. “The State 
Legal Services Authority 
leads the country in case 
disposal,” he added.

Advocate General Shashi 
Kiran Shetty, Karnataka 
High Court Registrar Gen-
eral K.S. Bharat Kumar, 
Deputy Commissioner A.B. 
Basavaraju, SP C.K. Baba, 
and Senior Civil Judge 
Shaila Bheemsena Bagadi 
were also present, along 
with faculty members and 
students.

KONAJE

“Students should pursue 
competitive exams not 
merely for jobs but for the 
sake of acquiring knowl-
edge. True learning dispels 
ignorance,” said K. Raju 
Mogaveera, KAS officer 
and Registrar of Mangalore 
University. He was speaking 
after inaugurating the Kana-
ka Kayaka Dasoha compet-
itive exam training pro-
gramme at the SVP Kanna-
da Study Centre of Manga-
lore  Univers i ty.  Raju 
Mogaveera emphasized that 
education should be seen as a 
means of enlightenment and 
personal growth rather than 
just a path to employment. 
He encouraged students to 
focus on understanding and 
applying knowledge in life to 
create a brighter society.

Professor Nagappa Gow-
da, Head of the SVP Kanna-
da Study Centre, presided 

over the event. Dr. Dhanan-
jaya Kumble, Coordinator 
of the Kanaka Study Centre, 
delivered the introductory 
address, highlighting the 
importance of holistic learn-
ing inspired by Kanakada-
sa’s philosophy.

Faculty member Dr. 
Yashu Kumar D. was also 
present on the occasion. Du-
shyant proposed the vote of 
thanks, and Suman Zabeen 
compered the event. The 
programme aimed to moti-
vate students to balance 
competitive success with 
intellectual and moral de-
velopment rooted in Kanna-
da culture and values.

Dasoha programme inaugurated 
at SVP Kannada study centre

HC declines plea 
to extend deadline 

for laptop & 
Braille kit scheme
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court 
on Friday refused to extend 
the deadline for submission 
of online applications under 
the State’s Laptop and Braille 
Kit Scheme 2025. The last 
date for applications was Oc-
tober 31. A division bench of 
Chief Justice Vibhu Bakhru 
and Justice C.M. Poonacha 
dismissed a PIL seeking a 
60-day extension, noting that 
the deadline had already 
been extended twice earli-
er—from September 30 to 
October 15, and then to Oc-
tober 31. The petitioner, a 
visually impaired advocate, 
argued that visually chal-
lenged students required 
more time to gather neces-
sary documents. The bench 
observed that the petition 
could not replace administra-
tive decisions.

Civic workers voice 
grievances at Safai 

Karmachari Commission 
CHITRADURGA

 
A dialogue led by Karnataka State Safai 
Karmachari Commission Chairperson P. 
Raghu at the Zilla Panchayat hall in Chi-
tradurga on Friday brought to light the 
severe hardships faced by civic and sani-
tation workers. Workers raised issues in-
cluding job regularisation, minimum wag-
es, ESI and PF deductions, annual incre-
ments, uniforms, safety gear, housing 
sites, and medical check-ups.

Responding positively, Raghu said the 
meeting was meant to gather firsthand in-
formation and promised to thoroughly re-
view and resolve grievances. He assured 
that all civic workers in the district would 
be granted housing sites, adding that direc-
tions would soon be issued for regularis-
ing services of eligible workers.

Civic workers complained that only 162 
out of the required 350 workers were em-
ployed in Chitradurga City Municipality, 
leading to excessive workload. They also 
sought action against assaults on workers, 
citing four registered cases.

Concerns were also raised over unsani-
tary breakfast distribution in gunny bags 
to workers in Nayakanahatti and the lack 
of uniforms and safety equipment for five 
years. Workers demanded health cards for 
year-round free medical check-ups, citing 
difficulties at overcrowded government 
hospitals. Manual scavenging concerns 
were also voiced, with activists alleging 
that despite official denials, manual clean-
ing of septic tanks continues in rural areas.

Some workers urged compensation for 
deceased colleagues and timely salary dis-
bursement, while others sought confirma-
tion orders after decades of service. Raghu 
assured that all grievances would be doc-
umented and resolved in coordination with 
officials. Senior officials from various de-
partments were present at the event.
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Boy dies after falling 

into open sump at 
school

Father and son  
die by suicide in 

Devanahalli

Malur 
Nine-year-old Surendra, a 
Class 4 student from Ka-

dadanahalli village in 
Malur taluk, died after ac-
cidentally falling into an 
open water sump while 
washing his hands after 

lunch at school on Thurs-
day. The incident has 

been attributed to negli-
gence by the school staff 
and teachers. Following a 
complaint from his moth-
er, Geetha, the Malur po-

lice registered an FIR 
against headmaster 

Shekhar Babu and cook 
assistant Vasanthamma. 
Local MLA K.Y. Nanjegow-

da, along with officials 
from the education de-

partment and district ad-
ministration, visited the 

school to inspect the site 
and offered condolences 

and support to the be-
reaved family. The tragic 

incident has sparked out-
rage among villagers, de-

manding stricter safety 
measures in schools.

Bengaluru Rural 
In a tragic incident at 

Hegganahalli village in 
Devanahalli taluk, four 

members of a family at-
tempted suicide, result-
ing in the death of a fa-
ther and son on Satur-

day night. The deceased 
were identified as Ku-
marappa (60) and his 

son Arun (30). Kumara-
ppa’s wife, Rama, and 

younger son, Akshay, are 
undergoing treatment at 
a hospital. Police recov-

ered a bottle of liquor 
and poison from the 
scene, located under 

Chikkajala police limits. 
According to locals, Ku-
marappa was well re-

spected in the communi-
ty and shared cordial re-
lations with the village 

priest. However, the rea-
son behind the extreme 
step remains unclear. A 
forensic team inspected 
the spot, and investiga-

tions are underway.

SL:TMC:CKD:AMRIT:2025-26                  Date:29.10.2025

DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1249/KSMCA/2025-26

   Town Municipal Council Chikodi invites tender for 
Manufacturer or Authorized Dealer or Supplier in KG-3 
Document for work under Jal Hi Amrit 2.0 Grant 1) Indent No 
5452/call-2 Rs. 75.00 lakh, Work period 3 month.                                        
Sl 1. Last Date & Time for Tender document download : 
29.10.2025,  Sl 2.  Last Date & Time for receipt of tenders 
13.11.2025 @ 4.00 PM,  Sl 3. Date & Time for Opening of 
Technical Bid 15.11.2025 @ 4.00 PM, Sl 4. Date & Time for 
Opening of Financial Bid  17.11.2025 @ 11.00 AM,                           
Sl 5.  Number of days to extend 2 Days

        Above tender work details are in available KPPP website 
w w w.kppp.karnataka . gov. in  and  TMC webs i te  
www.chikoditown.mrc.gov.in.

KPP Portal) Tender notification 2nd call
 (Notice inviting tender through KPP Portal)

Town Municipal Council Chikodi

Sd
 Chikodi

/-Chief Officer 
TMC 

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL SENIOR
CIVIL JUDGE AT RAMANAGARA

O.S. NO. 581/2023.
BETWEEN: Smt. Geetha W/o Late Mudduraju
D/o Late Revanna,  K.Gopahalli Village,
Bidadi Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk, Bangalore
South District, and another,  ......PLAINTIFFS

-AND-
Rajanna and others,           .....DEFENDANTS.

SUMMONS TO DEFENDANT NO. 3
U/S 5 RULE 20 OF CPC

To, D-3) C. Suresh Aged about 52 years, S/o
late Babaiah, Residing at: No. 3/2/221,
Chappal Bazaar, Andrapradesh State, Pin
Code-500027.
      Whereas, the above-named plaintiffs
have instituted the above suit against the
defendants, claiming the relief of a Partition,
and other reliefs with regard to the suit
schedule properties. The notice issued to you
the defendants 3, Through court as well as
through RPAD are not served on you and
the notice has been returned un-served.
        The   above  case has been posted to
19-11-2025 at about 11-00 A.M.
       Take notice and to appear before this
Hon'ble court on the above mentioned date
and time, either personally or through
counsel and to file objections/written
statement if any. If you fail to appear, the
above suit will be decided ex-parte.

SCHEDULE
1) All that piece and Parcel of agricultural
dry land bearing Sy. No, 208, New Sy No.
208/1, Measuring 03 acres, bounded on the:
East By: Land belongs to Nanjamma and
children, West By: Land in Sy. No. 209, North
By: Land of Narasimhaiah and land in Sy. No.
213,  South By: Land of Venkatappa and land
in Sy. No. 207/1.
2) All that piece and Parcel of agricultural
dry land bearing Sy. No. 207, New Sy. No.
207/1 and 207/2, Measuring 3 acres,
bounded on the: East By: land belongs to
Nanjamma and children, West By: land in
Sy. No. 209, North By: Land of Narasimhaiah
in Sy. No. 208/1, South By: Land of
Venkatappa and Sy. No. 202.
Schedule Item 1 and 2 both are Situated at
Bannikuppe Village, Bidadi Hobli,
Ramanagara Taluk, Ramanagara District.
      Given as per the orders and seal of this
Hon'ble court, on this 30-10-2025 at
Ramanagara.

  By order of the Court,
Senior Sheristedar, Civil Judge (Sr. DVN)

& CJM Court, Ramanagara.
V.N. Jayaram, Advocate for plaintiffs,

KAR. 392/1998, Ramanagara.
Date: 30-10-2025.               Ramanagara.

I, MUSKAAN OVAIS, D/o 
Ovais Abdul Aziz, resident 

of No. 6/40, 2nd Cross, 
Hennur Road, St. Thomas 
Town, Bengaluru-560084. 

Have changed my 
name to MUSKAAN 

PANDROWALA, 
vide affidavit dated: 

30.10.2025, before Notary 
PRAKASHA. C, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, Mrs. Nagamma (Aadhaar No. 9676 
4342 6507), aged about 60 years, 
wife of Mr. Kamaraju, residing at 
the above address, residing at the 
village of Pataganahalli, village of 
Kolal Hobli, Koratagere Taluk, Tum-
kur District. I am a farmer and have 
a land in my name in the village of 
Pataganahalli (Kyathaganahalli), vil-
lage of Kolal Hobli, Koratagere Taluk, 
Tumkur District. 
33/5 area 2-02 (two acres two guntes) 
I have an account deed in my name 
and we have been doing business on 
the said land and for the purpose of 
selling the said land, we have issued 
a public notification advertisement 
today. Our lawyer B.V. Hemalatha 
No.12, 2nd Floor, Bannappa Park 
Road, 10th Cross, Cubbon Pet, Ban-
galore-560002, our lawyer is at this 
address. (Phone No.8310924725) This 
land survey no.33/5 area 2-02 (two 
acres two guntes) Chekkubandi East:
Road, West: Malleshappa’s land, 
North: Moodupaiah’s land, South: 
Rangashamayya’s land, Tumkur dis-
trict, Koratagere taluk, Kolal hobli, 
Pathaganahalli village, if there is any 
legal dispute regarding this land, it 
should be informed to our lawyer 
within five days, otherwise it should 
be informed through law. I have is-
sued this certificate on 27.10.2024.

CERTIFICATE

TENDER NOTIFICATION
No: DD:SWD:CHN:CR:2025-26

Government of Karnataka
Zilla Panchayath, Chamarajanagar

DC Office, Room No.121, Chamarajanagar
E-Mail: dswochanagards@gmail.com

Phone: 08226-222855                                    Dated: 30.10.2025

Office of the Deputy Director, 
Department of Social Welfare

Department of Social Welfare, Chamarajanagar District, KPPP 
Mentor Re-Tender Invited for the provision of Department 
of Social Welfare, Chamarajanagar, Hostels Food Re-Tender 
Maximum Estimated Rs.1250.00 lakhs offers in the tender invited 
by KPP Portal, which can be downloaded online on: 30.10.2025 
to 30.11.2025 Till 5.00 PM, Last Date for Submission of Tenders: 
30.11.2025 Till 5.00 AM, Bid Opening Date: 01.12.2025 After 5.30 
PM and more Further changes to this notification will only be 
published by E-Procurement.

For More Information/Details Visit https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in/ Website Or Contact Department Social Welfare Office, 
Chamarajanagar.

Deputy Director  
Dept. of Social Welfare 

ChamarajanagarNO: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 458: 2025-26

Patel’s patriotism 
should inspire the youth: 

Minister Somanna
Minister Somanna urged youth to emulate Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel’s ideals of unity, strength, and self-reliance
TUMAKURU

Minister of State Railways, 
V. Somanna, called upon the 
youth to draw inspiration 
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel’s vision of building a unit-
ed, strong, and self-reliant 
India. Speaking at the Na-
tional Unity Day and 150th 
Birth Anniversary celebra-
tions of Sardar Patel orga-
nized near Tumakuru Univer-
sity on Friday, Somanna said 
Patel’s dedication and patrio-
tism remain a guiding light 
for generations.

The minister paid floral 
tributes to Patel’s portrait and 
flagged off a massive Unity 
March. Participants took a 
pledge to promote the use of 
indigenous products and up-
hold the values of unity and 
integrity. 

Somanna recalled Patel’s 
historic role in integrating 
more than 550 princely states 
into the Indian Union after 
independence, describing 
him as the “Iron Man of In-
dia” for his courage and un-
shakable commitment to na-
tional consolidation.

He stated that as India 
moves toward self-reliance, 

Patel’s ideals of equality, in-
clusion, and national strength 
should continue to inspire 
young citizens to work for a 
more cohesive nation.

 The minister emphasized 
that the Ek Bharat, Aatman-
irbhar Bharat campaign em-
bodies Patel’s dream of a 
united and empowered India.

Expressing discontent, So-
manna criticized the district 
administration for not attend-
ing the ceremony despite pri-
or intimation. He said unity 
programs transcend political 

boundaries and national in-
terest should always come 
first. 

Somanna added he would 
write to the Chief Minister 
and the district in-charge 
minister regarding the offi-
cials’ absence.

MLAs G.B. Jyotiganesh 
and B. Suresh Gowda, BJP 
leaders, university officials, 
NCC cadets, students, and 
local citizens participated. 
The unity rally concluded 
with the national anthem at 
the university grounds.

Grand memorial to honor Jagadguru 
Chinnamall Nidumamidi on Nov 5

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The 105th memorial celebra-
tion of Jagadguru Chinnamall 
Nidumamidi (JCHN) will be 
held with grandeur and devo-
tion on November 5 at the 
Siddaramaiah Auditorium of 
Sri JCHN First Grade College 
in Chikkaballapur, announced 
Dr. Shivajyoti, Principal and 
Administrative Officer of the 
institution. Addressing a press 
conference at Sri Siddara-
maiah Law College on Friday, 
Dr. Shivajyoti said that Sri 
Veerabhadra Chinnamall De-
shikendra Mahaswamiji will 
preside over the spiritual pro-
ceedings, while Bengaluru 
North University Vice-Chan-
cellor Niranjan Vanalli will 
chair the event. Deputy Com-
missioner P.N. Ravindra will 
inaugurate the ceremony, and 
prominent guests including 
Dr. M.J. Nagaraj, advocate 
Shivaram M.K., and college 
governing council president 

Sri Siddaramaiah will partici-
pate. District Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishat president Prof. 
Kodirangappa will deliver a 
talk highlighting JCHN’s im-
mense social contributions. 
Over a thousand devotees and 
admirers of JCHN are expect-
ed to attend. The program will 

also feature devotional sing-
ing and recitation of JCHN’s 
compositions by the Akkana 
Balaga troupe, alongside cul-
tural performances by stu-
dents. An exhibition showcas-
ing all of JCHN’s published 
works will be organized at the 
college. Born on October 30, 
1909, in Gooloor village of 
Bagepalli taluk, Sri Chan-
nabasavaraja Deshikendra 
Shivacharya—popularly 
known as JCHN—was re-
nowned for his literary, social, 
and spiritual service. He 
passed away on November 5, 
1996, and his legacy is com-
memorated annually through 
this meaningful event.

Chikkaballapur will host 
the 105th memorial of  
Jagadguru Chinnamall 

Nidumamidi on 
November 5, featuring 

spiritual sessions, 
cultural performances, 
and an exhibition of  his 

literary works.

Kanaka Dasa jayanti to be celebrated 
grandly on November 8: DC Ravindra

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The district-level celebration 
of Sri Kanaka Dasa Jayanti 
will be held with grandeur 
and devotion on November 8 
at Kannada Bhavana, an-
nounced Deputy Commis-
sioner P.N. Ravindra. Chair-
ing a preparatory meeting 

with community 
leaders at the DC 
office on Friday, 

Ravindra said a grand proces-
sion will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
from Marulu Siddeshwara 
Temple. Folk troupes and 
decorated palanquins will ac-
company the procession 
through MG Road and BB 
Road, culminating at Kannada 
Bhavana, where a stage pro-
gram will follow.

The event will feature 
speeches on Kanaka Dasa’s 
teachings and the felicitation 

of meritorious SSLC and 
PUC students from the com-
munity. 

Achievers from various 
fields will also be honoured. 
All gram panchayats have 
been directed to celebrate 
Kanaka Dasa Jayanti at 9 
a.m., while the main district 
program will begin at 12:30 
p.m. Government offices have 
been instructed to mark the 
occasion appropriately.District consumer commission 

fines cooperative society 
CHIKKABALLAPUR

 
The Chikkaballapur District Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission has imposed a fine on 
Vyavasaya Seva Sahakara Sangha Niyamita, 
Chikkakkirugodu, for failing to return matured 
deposits to a customer. 

Complainant A. Balaji Rao of Chikkaballapur 
had deposited money under three bonds with the 
cooperative society. Despite the maturity of all 
three deposits, the society failed to repay the 
amount, prompting the complainant to file a case 
(CC No. 14/2025) before the District Consumer 
Commission seeking justice. 

The Commission directed the society to re-
pay ₹5,50,000 — the total deposit amount — 
to the complainant within 60 days, along with 
interest at 6% per annum. Additionally, the 
society has been ordered to pay ₹5,000 to-
wards litigation costs.

Food Minister Muniappa 
attends FCI’s 52nd anniversary

BENGALURU RURAL
 

The Karnataka Food 
and Civil Supplies Cor-
poration (KFCSC) cel-
ebrated its 52nd foun-
dation day at Abdul 
Kalam Bhavan in Vas-
anthnagar, inaugurated 
by Food Minister K.H. 
Muniappa. Addressing 
the gathering, the min-
ister noted that the cor-
poration’s procurement 
of food grains under the 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) scheme has in-
creased this year com-
pared to the previous 
one. He said that the 
purchase of nutritious 
millets such as ragi and 
jowar through procure-
ment centres has sup-
ported both farmers and 
the corporation’s opera-
tions through the com-
missions earned.

Muniappa announced 
that the corporation, 
which once had 1,500 
employees and is now 
functioning with around 
200–250, is in the pro-
cess of appointing 386 
new staff. He added 
that Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has approved 
the recruitment order, 

which will strengthen 
the organisation. Prais-
ing the government’s 
commitment to public 
welfare, he said both 
the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
are fulfi l l ing their 
promises to the people.

Recalling his close 
association with former 
Chief Minister Devaraj 
Urs, Muniappa lauded 
his vision and contribu-
tion to Karnataka’s 
progress, particularly 
his role in promoting 
cooperative and social 
welfare initiatives.

KFCSC Chairman 
B.G. Govindappa paid 
tribute to Urs, crediting 
him for establishing the 
corporation and sup-
porting reservation and 
land reforms in the 
state. He noted that the 
corporation has suc-
cessfully purchased and 
distributed essential 
grains like rice, ragi, 
and maize, benefiting 
both farmers and citi-
zens. The event was at-
tended by former MP 
Chandrappa, IAS offi-
cer V.V. Jyothsna, cor-
poration directors, and 
several officials.
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Father-son duo brutally murdered in Bihar’s Bhojpur
PATNA

 
A wave of fear and outrage swept 
through Belghat village under the 
Mufassil police station area of Bi-
har’s Bhojpur district after a father 
and son were found brutally mur-
dered on the roadside early Friday 
morning. 

The victims have been identified as 
Pramod Kushwaha and his son Pri-
yanshu Kushwaha, both residents of 
Belghat. 

According to reports, the duo had 
left their home on Thursday after-
noon for some personal work but did 
not return until late at night. 

Their worried family members be-
gan searching for them, and at around 
4 a.m. on Friday, they were discov-
ered lying lifeless by the roadside. 
Police immediately rushed to the spot 
after receiving information and re-
covered a motorcycle and three emp-
ty cartridges near the scene, suggest-
ing that both had been shot dead.

Pramod Kushwaha, a well-known 
local businessman and owner of 
Maurya Sweets in Piyania Bazaar, 
was also an active worker of the 
Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM). Given 
his political background, police are 
investigating both personal and polit-
ical angles behind the killings.

Mufassil Police Station SHO Deep-
ak Kumar reached the site with a 
large police force, while a forensic 
team was called in to collect evi-
dence. The bodies were later sent to 
Sadar Hospital in Ara for post-mor-
tem. Several individuals have been 
detained for questioning as part of the 
ongoing investigation.

Officials suspect that the murders 
may have been a premeditated act, 
possibly linked to old enmity or or-
ganised crime. 

The gruesome killings have trig-
gered panic in the region, once again 
highlighting the fragile law and order 
situation in Bihar’s hinterland.

BELGHAT DOUBLE MURDER

QUICK READ

Gujarat CM flags off ‘Unity 
March’, urges people to 
use swadeshi products

Women lead unity 
parade as PM attends 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas

Investigating officer 
shall not issue 

summons to lawyers: SC

AHMEDABAD
Gujarat Chief Minister 

Bhupendra Patel on Fri-
day flagged off the ‘Sar-
dar@150 Unity March’, 
organised by the Ah-

medabad Municipal Cor-
poration to mark the 

150th birth anniversary 
of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, India’s Iron Man 

and architect of national 
integration. At the event, 

the Chief Minister paid 
floral tributes to Sardar 
Patel’s statue at Sardar 

Patel Colony, Narangpu-
ra, before leading the 

march, which began at 
7.30 a.m. and concluded 
at the Mahatma Gandhi 
statue on Ashram Road, 
passing through Sardar 

Patel Stadium Road and 
C.G. Road.

AHMEDABAD
In the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 

the nation celebrated 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas on 
the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Iron Man of India 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel with a grand parade 

showcasing India’s unity 
in diversity and women’s 

empowerment. The 
highlight of the event 
was the active leader-

ship of women officers, 
who commanded sever-

al contingents, reflect-
ing the government’s 
commitment to pro-

moting gender equality 
and inclusive leadership. 
From security forces to 

cultural contingents, 
women took charge, 

symbolising strength, 
discipline, and empow-

erment in action.

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Fri-
day laid down safeguards 

restricting investigating 
agencies from summoning 

advocates representing 
accused persons, observ-

ing that such actions could 
infringe upon the funda-
mental rights of the ac-

cused and violate statuto-
ry provisions protecting 

lawyer-client privilege. A 
Bench of Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) B.R. Gavai and 

Justices K. Vinod Chandran 
and N.V. Anjaria, delivering 

its decision in the suo 
motu case titled In Re: 

Summoning Advocates 
Who Give Legal Opinion or 
Represent Parties During 

Investigation of Cases and 
Related Issues, directed 

that investigating officers 
will not issue summons to 
lawyers appearing for the 

accused except under nar-
rowly defined circum-

stances.

Rajasthan CM approves `1k cr for 
repairing flood-hit infrastructure

Bhajan Lal Sharma has approved financial sanctions worth Rs 1,012.92 crore 
for repairing and restoring government properties damaged by recent floods

JAIPUR
 

According to an official state-
ment, the sanctioned funds 
will be used to repair 50,288 
government buildings and 
public assets, including roads, 
culverts, dams, anicuts, 
schools, health centres, and 
Anganwadi buildings. The 
Chief Minister’s directive un-
derscores the state govern-
ment’s commitment to restor-
ing normalcy in flood-affect-
ed areas.

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has received Rs 

294 crore for repairing 14,212 
roads and 1,161 culverts. The 
Water Resources Department 
will restore 902 properties 
with Rs 19 crore, while 
the Medical Depart-
ment has been allotted 
Rs 12.80 crore to re-
pair 681 damaged fa-
cilities.

The Education 
D e p a r t m e n t 
has received 
the largest 
a l locat ion 
of Rs 487 
crore for 

repairing 24,531 school 
buildings affected by the 
floods. Similarly, Rs 173 
crore has been sanctioned for 
repairing 7,911 Anganwadi 
centres under the Women 
and Child Development De-
partment, and Rs 19.39 
crore for restoring 873 
Panchayati Raj Depart-

ment buildings.
Seventeen prop-

erties under the 
Public Health 
E n g i n e e r i n g  
D e p a r t m e n t 
(PHED) have 

also been prioritized for im-
mediate repair.

The restoration work will 
span 41 districts, with Jaipur 
receiving the highest alloca-
tion of Rs 60.57 crore, fol-
lowed by Nagaur (Rs 55.45 
crore), Jalore (Rs 51.75 
crore), and Tonk (Rs 51.15 
crore). Other major beneficia-
ries include Bundi, Jodhpur, 
Udaipur, Barmer, and Kota.

Officials stated that the 
sanctioned works will begin 
immediately to ensure critical 
infrastructure is restored be-
fore the next monsoon season.

Manipur Guv Bhalla 
calls for unity on 

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
IMPHAL

 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhal-
la on Friday underscored 
that Manipur’s rich diversity 
forms the bedrock of its 
s trength,  ref lect ing the 
state’s shared traditions, cul-
tural harmony, and collec-
tive contributions from its 
people — ranging from the 
women vendors of Ima Kei-
thel to the farmers, artisans, 
and youth spread across its 
hills and valleys.

Addressing the Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas (National Unity 
Day) celebrations at the 1st 
Battalion Manipur Rifles Pa-
rade Ground, Bhalla high-
lighted the significance of 
unity as the foundation for 
lasting peace and develop-
ment. 

He noted that initiatives 
such as the Manipur State 
Rural Livelihood Mission, 
Skill  Development Pro-
grammes, and women em-
powerment schemes are 
bridging divides and foster-
ing inclusive growth.

The Governor urged the 
people of Manipur to contin-
ue nurturing understanding 
and mutual respect, asserting 
that true unity extends be-
yond geographical boundar-
ies to embrace emotional 
and social integrity. Reflect-

ing on the legacy of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Bhalla 
lauded the Iron Man of In-
dia’s pivotal role in integrat-
ing over 500 princely states 
to create a united, sovereign 
nation. 

He described the Statue of 
Unity as an enduring symbol 
of India’s collective resil-
ience and strength. The 
event featured a grand pa-
rade comprising 13 contin-
gents, including the Army, 
Assam Rifles, BSF, CRPF, 
and various units of the Ma-
nipur Rifles and NCC. 

Commandant Pramesh Ar-
ambam of the 4th Battalion 
led the parade, while the 
Governor inspected the 
guard and took the salute. 
The celebrations concluded 
with a vibrant cultural dance 
performance titled “Akhoigi 
Apunba Saktam” (Our Col-
lective Identity), symbolis-
ing Manipur’s spirit of har-
mony and togetherness.

Governor Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla emphasised that 
Manipur’s diversity is its 
greatest strength, urging 
citizens to uphold unity, 

empathy, and 
collaboration during the 

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
celebrations in Imphal

ED has provisionally attached shares worth Rs 127.3 crore belonging 
to two hospitals, Alchemist Hospital and Ojas Hospital in Panchkula

NEW DELHI
 

According to the agency, the 
attached assets are beneficial-
ly owned by businessman 
Karan Deep Singh and are 
linked to alleged large-scale 
financial fraud and misappro-
priation of public funds by the 
Alchemist Group and its pro-
moters. The ED’s investiga-
tion is based on an FIR regis-
tered by the Kolkata Police, 
later taken over by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), ACB Lucknow, under 
Sections 120-B and 420 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
against Alchemist Township 
Pvt. Ltd., Alchemist Infra Re-
alty Pvt. Ltd., and their direc-
tors, including former Rajya 
Sabha MP and group chair-

man Kanwar Deep Singh.
The probe uncovered a 

criminal conspiracy to de-
fraud investors through fraud-
ulent Collective Investment 
Schemes (CIS), promising 
unusually high returns and al-
lotment of plots, flats, and 
villas that never materialized. 
The ED alleges that Alche-
mist Holdings Ltd. and Alche-
mist Township India Ltd. 
raised around Rs 1,848 crore 
through these deceptive 
schemes, diverting the funds 
for unauthorised purposes.

Investigators found that the 
siphoned funds were laun-
dered through a complex web 
of group entities to conceal 
their illegal origin. The pro-
ceeds were ultimately used to 
acquire shares and finance the 
construction of Alchemist 
Hospital and Ojas Hospital, 
with the assets projected as 
legitimate.

As per the ED, M/s Placid 
Estate Pvt. Ltd., a company 
beneficially owned by Kan-
war Deep Singh, holds 
40.93% and 37.23% of the 
shares in Alchemist and Ojas 
Hospitals, respectively. The 
agency stated that further in-
vestigation is underway to 
trace additional assets and de-
termine the full scale of the 
laundering operation.

ED attaches Rs 127.3 cr shares linked 
to Alchemist group in PMLA case

3 SFJ operatives arrested for 
writing pro-Khalistan graffiti
CHANDIGARH

 
Punjab Police apprehended 
three operatives of the 
banned Sikhs for Justice 
(SFJ)  for  wri t ing pro-
Khalistan slogans on walls of 
schools in Punjab, said Di-
rector General of Police 
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav here on 
Friday. New York-based SFJ 
is backed by mastermind 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a 
dual US-Canadian citizen 
designated a terrorist by the 
Indian government . 
Those arrested have 
been identified as 
Navjot Singh, alias 
Jota (24), and Gur-
preet Singh (26), 
both residents of 
Kaliaewala village 
in Ferozepur; and 
Harjinder Singh, a resi-
dent  of  Mananwala  in 
Bathinda.

The Police have also re-
covered four mobile phones 
and one dongle device from 
their possession.

As per information, Pro-
Khalistani slogans were 
found written on the walls of 
two schools, including a 
school at Mananwala village 
on the intervening night of 
October 19 and 20.

DGP Yadav said prelimi-
nary investigation has re-

vealed that the arrested ac-
cused painted inflammatory 
slogans aimed at inciting 
public unrest and promoting 
anti-national sentiments.

Evidence indicates they 
were receiving foreign fund-
ing for these unlawful activ-
ities, he said.

The police acted swiftly 
and ensured that no anti-na-
tional activity goes un-
checked, said the DGP, add-
ing the Counter Intelligence 
of Bathinda and Bathinda 

Police jointly carried out 
the investigation in a 

professional and 
scientific manner 
to bring the cul-
prits to justice.

Sharing opera-
tional details, Se-

nior Superintendent 
of Police (Bathinda) 

Amneet Kondal said follow-
ing technical leads, police 
teams had managed to appre-
hend two accused -- Navjot 
and Gurpreet Singh, who are 
main accused in writing slo-
gan at the PM Kendriya 
Vidyalaya in Bhissiana vil-
lage.

She said following the fur-
ther investigations police 
teams have also arrested ac-
cused Harjinder Singh, who 
wrote slogans at wall of a 
School at Mananwala village.

LUCKNOW
 

Under the kharif marketing 
year 2025-26, paddy procure-
ment in eastern Uttar Pradesh 
will begin on November 1 
and continue until February 
28, 2026. During this period, 
procurement will also take 
place in Unnao, Raebareli, 
and Lucknow districts. Paddy 
procurement has been under-
way since October 1 in West-
ern Uttar Pradesh, as well as 
in the Hardoi, Lakhimpur 
Kheri, and Sitapur districts of 
the Lucknow Division.

The double-engine govern-

ment has increased the Mini-
mum Support Price (MSP) of 
paddy this year. The MSP for 
paddy (Common) has been 
fixed at Rs 2,369 per quintal, 
and for paddy (Grade A) at Rs 
2,389 per quintal. More than 
2.17 lakh farmers have regis-
tered themselves to sell their 
produce within two months.

The regions in Eastern Ut-
tar Pradesh which will see 
paddy procurement, com-
mencing from November 1, 
include Chitrakoot, Kanpur, 
Ayodhya, Gorakhpur, Devipa-
tan, Basti, Azamgarh, Varana-
si, Mirzapur, and Prayagraj. 

Additionally, in the Lucknow 
division, procurement will 
commence in Lucknow, Rae-
bareli, and Unnao on Novem-
ber 1 and will continue until 
February 28, 2026.

As of October 31, 2,17,625 
farmers have registered. In 
Western Uttar Pradesh, more 
than 17,000 farmers have al-
ready sold over 1.06 lakh 
metric tonnes of paddy within 
a month. Also, the procure-
ment picked up pace after 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath's instructions and 3,920 
purchase  cent res  were 
opened. Farmers must register 

themselves on the Food and 
Civil Supplies Department’s 
website fcs.up.gov.in or 
through the UP KISAN MI-
TRA mobile app. According 
to the Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department, farmers can 
contact the toll-free helpline 
at 1800-1800-150 or reach out 
to their district food market-
ing officer, tehsil regional 
marketing officer, or block 
marketing inspector for assis-
tance or information. The CM 
Yogi Adityanath government 
has directed the officials to 
ensure that farmers receive 
payment within 48 hours.

Paddy procurement in eastern UP to begin from today

Azam Khan calls UP Dy 
CMs powerless, rejects 

Muslim face for top post
NEW DELHI

 
Senior Samajwadi Party (SP) 
leader and former Uttar 
Pradesh minister Azam Khan 
has dismissed the demand to 
announce a Muslim Deputy 
Chief Minister in Uttar 
Pradesh as a symbolic, consti-
tutionally meaningless exer-
cise. In a candid interview, 
the veteran politician argued 
that the position of Deputy 
CM holds no real authority 
and therefore does not serve 
substantive political empow-
erment for minorities. Re-
sponding to a question on 
whether SP chief Akhilesh 
Yadav should promise a Mus-
lim Deputy CM ahead of the 
next UP Assembly elections 
2027, Khan said that the Con-
stitution doesn’t recognise 
such a post; it’s merely sym-
bolic.

Even in UP, two Deputy 
CMs (Keshav Prasad Maurya 
and Brajesh Pathak) exist, but 
they are powerless; nobody 
listens to them. Until the Con-
stitution provides for it, the 
post is meaningless, he said.

The remarks come at a time 
when Muslim representation 
in the INDIA Bloc and within 
regional parties is under in-
creasing scrutiny.

Khan emphasised that polit-
ical empowerment must be 
rooted in structure and law, 
not symbolic overtures. He 
reiterated his long-standing 
position that representation 
must be meaningful, ground-
ed in policy and authority, not 
ceremonial positions.

When asked about allega-
tions that Rampur MP Maula-
na Mohibullah Nadvi de-
ceived multiple women and 
married several times, Khan 
responded with characteristic 
sarcasm.

Some can’t handle even 
one; others have many wait-
ing for them; it’s fate. One 
man once told me his 47th 
wife had just died. When 
asked how, he said, ‘Every 
time I marry, the wife dies in 
three days’. Another said, 
‘I’m not that lucky, one is 
enough to trouble me’.

Nitish champions women’s cause as 
Tejashwi tries to shrug off legacy

NEW DELHI :  Support for Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
among the state’s women voters is seen as a major factor for his 
government’s earlier electoral successes. Though Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav -- projected as the 
Opposition Mahagathbandhan’s Chief Ministerial candidate -- 
has been trying to include schemes aimed at women’s 
empowerment, he carries a legacy contrary to the cause. It was 
the role of his father, Lalu Prasad, in opposing the Women’s 
Quota Bill in the late 1990s that led to stalling its passage in 
Parliament. With Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Mulayam Singh 
lending support, and backed by only 37 MPs, he deftly managed 
leaders in other parties, including the Congress, to craft a way 
to deter the move. Interestingly, Congress leader Sonia Gandhi 
had lent her full support to the Bill. Even as Tejashwi tries to 
undo the past, Nitish Kumar introduced development projects 
aimed at women’s empowerment and self-reliance in his two-
decade tenure at the helm of power in the state. And while 
leading the National Democratic Alliance.

Shaurya Chakra 
awardees of Op 

Sindoor visit 
Ekta Nagar 

AHMEDABAD
 

In a display of patriotism and 
unity, 21 Shaurya Chakra 
award-winning officers and 
personnel from the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) and Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
-- honoured for their extraordi-
nary courage and service 
during 'Operation Sindoor' -- 
participated in the 'Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas' celebrations held 
at Ekta Nagar in Gujarat. The 
officers paid homage to the 
'Iron Man of India' -- Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel -- at the Stat-
ue of Unity, reaffirming their 
commitment to safeguarding 
the ideals of national integrity 
and unity. Their presence at the 
world's tallest statue -- built in 
Sardar Patel's memory -- sym-
bolised the enduring spirit of 
India's defenders and their role 
in upholding the nation's unity.
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No evidence link us to riots, Umar Khalid, others tell SC
NEW DELHI

 
Student activists and former JNU stu-
dents Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, 
and Gulfisha Fatima told the Supreme 
Court on Friday that there was no ev-
idence connecting them to any act of 
violence in the 2020 Delhi riots case. 

 Appearing before a bench led by 
Justices Aravind Kumar and N.V. An-
jaria, they denied the conspiracy 
charges filed under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal, repre-

senting Khalid, argued that no weap-
ons or incriminating materials were 
recovered from him and that he was 
not even in Delhi when the riots 
took place. 

He added that Khalid has no 
role in funding or provoking 
violence, and the only alle-
gation against him is a 
speech delivered in Amar-
avati, Maharashtra. Sibal 
also pointed out that the 
case has seen long de-
lays, with hearings post-

poned multiple times due to lack of 
time or the unavailability of the Spe-

cial Public Prosecutor.
Senior Advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, appearing for 

Gulfisha Fatima, said she 
has been in custody since 

April 2020 and questioned 
the prolonged trial pro-
cess and the filing of 
successive supplementa-

ry chargesheets. 
H e  n o t e d  t h a t 

charges are yet to be 

framed despite the case involving 
over 800 witnesses. “This is a distor-
tion of the criminal justice system. 
Liberty loses meaning if one remains 
jailed without trial,” he said.

Senior Advocate Siddharth Dave, 
for Sharjeel Imam, highlighted that 
Imam had been arrested before the 
riots occurred and could not have 
been part of any conspiracy. 

The Supreme Court has adjourned 
the matter to November 3 to continue 
hearing arguments from other accused 
and Delhi Police.

DELHI RIOTS BAIL
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3 Afghan nationals 
arrested with fake 
Indian documents

Zubeen Garg’s last film 
Roi Roi Binale hits 

theatres

KOLKATA
Three Afghan citizens, 

who were residing in Kol-
kata for some time with 

fake Indian identity docu-
ments, have been arrest-

ed, the city police in-
formed on Friday. Based 

on a complaint registered 
by the Security Control 
Organisation, the cops 

arrested the three Afghan 
citizens identified as Jalat 

Khan, Abdullah Khan, 
and Saheb Khan on 

Thursday, a city police of-
ficial said. All of them 

were presented at a low-
er court in Kolkata on 

Thursday, and the court 
remanded them to police 
custody till November 6. 
It is learnt that all three 

of them came to Kolkata 
with valid Indian visas 

some time back. 

GUWAHATI
In an unprecedented 

moment for Assamese 
cinema, theatres across 

Assam opened their 
doors as early as 4.30 

a.m. on Friday for the re-
lease of ‘Roi Roi Binale’, 
the final film of the late 
music and film icon Zu-

been Garg. The emo-
tional premiere marked 
both a cinematic mile-
stone and a heartfelt 
farewell to the artist 

who shaped modern As-
samese culture. Thou-
sands of fans queued 

outside theatres in Gu-
wahati, Jorhat, and Di-

brugarh long before 
dawn - some standing in 

the rain - to celebrate 
Garg’s long-cherished 

dream project. 
The musical romance, 

directed by Rajesh Bhuy-
an and scripted by 

Rahul Gautam.

Yogi vows to crush ‘mafia’ in Bihar 
like UP, asks voters to support NDA

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath declared his government’s anti-
mafia model will be extended to Bihar

PATNA
 

Addressing an election rally in 
Siwan, Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath on 
Friday asserted that his gov-
ernment’s bulldozer-driven 
crackdown on the mafia had 
eradicated organised crime 
from Uttar Pradesh, vowing 
that a similar campaign would 
be launched in Bihar if the 
NDA returns to power.

Campaigning for BJP candi-
date Mangal Pandey, Yogi said, 
In Uttar Pradesh, we have 
crushed the mafia under the 
wheels of bulldozers and 
erased their terror. Those who 

once controlled entire regions 
now beg for mercy. The same 
should happen in Bihar.

He referred to his recent vis-
it to the Raghunathpur Assem-
bly constituency in Siwan, 
where Osama Shahab is con-
testing, claiming t h a t  a 
notorious mafia 
family was at-
tempting to re-
gain influence 
there. In UP, 
w e  d e m o l -
ished such 
mafias — 
confiscat-
ed their 
land and 

destroyed their empire, he said, 
adding that under Nitish Ku-
mar’s leadership, Bihar too had 
strengthened its governance 
foundation over the past two 
decades. Yogi urged voters to 
prevent those who once tar-

nished Bihar’s identity from 
returning to power. This 

election is about Bihar’s 
identity. India can only 

develop when Bihar 
develops,  he re-
marked. Criticizing 

the RJD and Con-
gress, Yogi ac-

cused them 
of looting 
p u b l i c 

funds and obstructing welfare 
schemes meant for the poor. 
During RJD’s rule, even fodder 
meant for animals was stolen, 
he alleged, calling the INDIA 
bloc a coalition of parties that 
want to loot and rule. Invoking 
religious sentiments, he said, 
The Congress  and RJD 
stopped Lord Ram’s Rath Ya-
tra. They have no respect for 
Sanatan culture. But under the 
NDA government, the temple 
of Lord Ram in Ayodhya 
stands complete, and the tem-
ple of Goddess Sita in Sitamar-
hi is under construction, along 
with the Ram-Janaki corridor 
connecting both sacred sites.

CM Nayab Singh Saini leads massive 
‘Run for Unity’ in Fatehabad

FATEHABAD
 

The state-level National Unity 
Day celebration in Fatehabad, 
Haryana, was held with great 
enthusiasm on Friday to com-
memorate the birth anniversa-
ry of Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel, popularly known as the 
Iron Man of India.

Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini flagged off the 
‘Run for Unity’ event from 
the Panchayat Bhawan and 
also joined the run, symboli-
cally showering flowers on 
the participants and promot-
ing the message of national 
unity. The event, organised at 
the MM College grounds, 
witnessed an impressive par-
ticipation of around 30,000 
people.

Participants included youth, 
women, athletes, students, so-
cial workers, and public rep-
resentatives, all carrying the 
national flag and chanting 
patriotic slogans of ‘Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’. 

The entire city echoed with a 
spirit of harmony and patrio-
tism.

During the event, the Chief 
Minister also administered an 
oath against drug abuse, urg-
ing citizens to contribute to 
building a healthy and united 
nation. Today, we celebrate 
the 150th birth anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. His 
courage, determination, and 
vision in uniting India remain 
an eternal source of inspira-

tion, said CM Saini. He em-
phasized that the ‘Run for 
Unity’ was more than a phys-
ical activity—it symbolized 
discipline, integrity, and the 
spirit of oneness. Millions of 
citizens across Haryana are 
participating in this national 
pledge, strengthening Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat’, he added.

Referring to the abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 35A from 
Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Chief Minister said the move 
fulfilled Sardar Patel’s vision 
of ‘Akhand Bharat’ and ‘One 
Nation, One Constitution, 
One Tricolour’.

Thousands participated 
in the state-level National 
Unity Day celebrations in 
Fatehabad, led by Chief  

Minister Saini

India to host IFR, MILAN, and 
IONS 2026 in Visakhapatnam

VISAKHAPATNAM
 

India is set to host three pres-
tigious international maritime 
events — the International 
Fleet Review (IFR) 2026, Ex-
ercise MILAN 2026, and the 
Indian Ocean Naval Sympo-
sium (IONS) Conclave of 
Chiefs — in Visakhapatnam 
from February 15 to 25, 
2026. 

This will mark the first 
time the country conducts 
these major maritime gather-
ings simultaneously, show-
casing its growing naval 
prowess and global maritime 
leadership.

The event will serve as a 
significant operational mani-
festation of Prime Minister 
Narendra  Modi ’s  MA-
HASAGAR vision (Mutual 
and Holistic Advancement for 
Security and Growth Across 
Regions), announced in 2025. 
According to defence offi-
cials, the 2026 convergence 
will reinforce India’s position 
as a Preferred Security Part-
ner for friendly nations and 

partners across the Indo-Pa-
cific. Visakhapatnam, home 
to the Eastern Naval Com-
mand and India’s eastern 
maritime gateway, will host 
naval delegations and ships 
from across the world. The 
event is expected to demon-
strate India’s commitment to 
free, open, and inclusive seas, 
aligned with frameworks like 
MAHASAGAR, the Act East 
Policy, the Indian Ocean Na-
val Symposium (IONS), and 
the Indo-Pacific Oceans Ini-
tiative (IPOI). A major high-
light of the 10-day conver-
gence will be the Presidential 
Fleet Review at Sea by Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu, fea-
turing India’s indigenously 
built naval platforms such as 
INS Vikrant, Visakhapat-

nam-class destroyers, Nilgi-
ri-class stealth frigates, and 
Arnala-class anti-submarine 
warfare corvettes, underscor-
ing India’s transformation 
into a Builder’s Navy. Addi-
tionally, Exercise MILAN’s 
Sea and Harbour Phases will 
emphasize operational in-
teroperability, maritime do-
main awareness, anti-subma-
rine warfare, air defence co-
ordination, and search-and-
rescue operations. 

The exercises will include 
participation from foreign na-
val fleets, the Indian Coast 
Guard, and Merchant Marine 
vessels, highlighting India’s 
expanding role in ensuring 
maritime security and region-
al stability in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

India will simultaneously host IFR, MILAN, and IONS events in 
Visakhapatnam under PM Modi’s MAHASAGAR vision

Former Indian captain 
Azharuddin becomes Minister

HYDERABAD
 

With his swearing-in as a Cabi-
net minister in Telangana on 
Friday, former Indian cricket 
captain Mohammed Azharuddin 
began a new innings in his po-
litical career. The 62-year-old 
has come a long way since mak-
ing a sensational and re-
cord-breaking debut with three-
back-to-back centuries against 
England in 1984-85. He re-
mained the first and only player 
to score centuries in each of his 
first three tests.

Born in Hyderabad on Febru-
ary 8, 1963, Azharuddin took to 
cricket during his school days at 
All Saints. In his own words, it 
was his uncle Mir Zainulabi-
deen who made him hold the 
cricket bat for the first time. I 
owe it to him for introducing 
me to this passion of mine 
which shaped me and my entire 
life, Azharuddin had once said. 
Popular as ‘Ajju Bhai’ on the 
cricketing field, he graduated 
from Nizam College with a 

Bachelor of Commerce degree.
His career reached its peak 

when he was named captain of 
the Indian team in 1989 and he 
went on to create a niche as one 
the most successful captains.

However, Azharuddin’s crick-
eting career came to an abrupt 
end in 2000 after he was banned 
for life from playing the game 
for his alleged involvement in 
match fixing. After a protracted 
legal battle, the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court struck down the 
lifelong ban in 2012. However, 
the order came too late for 
Azhar to resume his career as he 
was already 49. The wristy bats-
man played 99 tests and scored 
6,215 runs including 22 centu-
ries. He also played 334 one-
day matches and scored 9,378 
runs. He entered politics in 2009 
by joining the Congress party 
and was elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Moradabad in Uttar 
Pradesh the same year. Howev-
er, he lost the polls from Rajas-
than's Tonk-Sawai Madhopur 
constituency in 2014.

One killed, several 
injured as bus 

overturns in MP’s 
Barwani

BARWANI
 

A passenger was killed while 
several others were injured after 
a bus, in which they were travel-
ling, overturned in Madhya 
Pradesh's Barwani district on 
Friday The tragic incident oc-
curred in Khetiya town, located 
on the left bank of the Narmada, 
in Barwani. The pilgrims were 
going to 'Prakasha', a significant 
Hindu pilgrimage site in the 
Nandurbar district of northern 
Maharashtra.

Pilgrims had come from Om-
kareshwar in neighbouring 
Khandwa and participated in 
Narmada Parikrama (spiritual 
journey) in Barwani. After com-
pleting Narmada Parikrama, they 
were going to 'Prakasha'.

Upon receiving information, a 
team from the Khetiya Police 
Station swung into action and 
rescued the passengers with sup-
port from the residents. Injured 
persons were rushed to a nearby 
hospital in multiple ambulances.

Rajasthan High Court gets 
bomb threat email

JAIPUR :  Panic spread across the Rajasthan High Court 
(Jaipur Bench) on Friday after the court received a bomb 
threat email containing serious allegations and political 
overtones. According to officials, the email expressed anger 
over the Tamil Nadu government and rape cases involving 
minors, and warned that the court premises should be evac-
uated immediately or else be ready to face serious conse-
quences. Following the alert, police and administrative 
teams swiftly evacuated judges, lawyers, and court staff 
from the building.



ibcworldnews.comSATURDAY   NOVEMBER 1, 2025
WORLD8

QUICK READ
China’s Xi defends 

multilateralism 
at APEC

Sudan soldier tells of 
escape from RSF 

slaughter in el-Fasher

Thousands march in 
Serbia to mark deadly 
train station collapse

Beijing
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has called for efforts 

to promote economic 
globalisation and multi-
lateralism at an annual 

economic regional forum 
pointedly snubbed by 

United States President 
Donald Trump. Xi took 

centre stage at the two-
day Asia-Pacific Econom-

ic Cooperation (APEC) 
summit that began Friday 

in the South Korean city 
of Gyeongju, as Trump left 

the country a day earlier 
after reaching deals 

meant to ease the esca-
lating trade war with Chi-

na. The more turbulent 
the times, the more we 
must work together, Xi 
said during the opening 

session.

Khartoum
Abubakr Ahmed was 

ready to die on the soil he 
had fought so hard to de-
fend from Sudan’s para-
military Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF). For 550 

days, he fought as a 
member of the popular 
resistance, a neighbour-

hood group formed to 
help the army and aligned 

armed groups protect 
el-Fasher from the RSF, 

their rival in the two-and-
a-half-year civil war. The 

besieged city was the last 
army stronghold in the 

sprawling region of Darfur, 
until it fell on October 26. 

According to Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) chief 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, 

the army surrendered and 
negotiated the safe exit of 

its troops in the hope of 
stopping a bloodbath.

Belgrade
Thousands of Serbian 

youth are marching 
across the country before 
a mass rally in the north-

ern town of Novi Sad, 
marking the first anniver-
sary of a train station col-
lapse that prompted the 
country’s biggest antig-

overnment protest 
movement in decades. 
The roof failure on No-

vember 1 last year killed 
16 people, including four 

children, and led to ongo-
ing calls to remove the 

right-wing populist Presi-
dent Aleksandar Vucic. 

Protesters have blamed 
deep-seated government 
corruption and demand-
ed snap elections, which 

Vucic has ignored.

Iran Condemns Trump’s Call to Resume U.S. Nuclear Testing
TEHRAN

 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi has sharply 
criticized United States Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement instructing the 
Pentagon to resume nuclear 
weapons testing, denouncing 
the decision as regressive 
and irresponsible.

In a post shared on X Ara-
ghchi accused Washington of 
hypocrisy and double stan-
dards. Having rebranded its 
‘Department of Defense’ as 

the ‘Department of War,’ a 
nuclear-armed bully is re-
suming testing of atomic 
weapons, he wrote. He fur-
ther accused the U.S. of de-
monizing Iran’s peaceful nu-
clear program while threaten-
ing strikes against safeguard-
ed facilities, calling such ac-
tions a blatant violation of 
international law.

Trump made the announce-
ment on Truth Social just 
hours before meeting Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in 
South Korea on the sidelines 

of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) summit. 
He said the Pentagon had 
been directed to resume test-

ing on an equal basis with 
Russia and China, claiming 
that their nuclear capabilities 
could rival the United States’ 
within five years.

Experts suggest Trump’s 
decision is likely motivated 
by recent Russian and Chi-
nese military advancements 
rather than ongoing disputes 
with Iran. Ankit Panda, a nu-
clear security specialist at the 
Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, told that 
the move reflects strategic 
signaling more than practical 

necessity. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin announced 
this week that Moscow suc-
cessfully tested its Poseidon 
nuclear-powered super torpe-
do and new Burevestnik nu-
clear-powered cruise missiles 
earlier this month. 

The renewed U.S. testing 
directive has drawn concern 
from international observers, 
who fear it could reignite a 
global nuclear arms race and 
further destabilize fragile 
diplomatic efforts aimed at 
non-proliferation.

NUCLEAR TESTING TENSIONS

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Hurricane Melissa Claims 49 
Lives Across the Caribbean

Hurricane Melissa has killed at least 49 people across the Caribbean, leaving 
widespread destruction and triggering massive rescue efforts

KINGSTON
 

Hurricane Melissa’s death toll 
has risen to 49 across the 
northern Caribbean, with of-
ficials warning that the num-
ber is likely to increase as 
search and rescue operations 
continue in devastated re-
gions. The Category 5 storm 
has left a trail of destruction 
from Jamaica to Haiti, Cuba, 
and beyond, displacing thou-
sands and crippling infra-
structure.

Authorities in Haiti report-
ed at least 30 deaths and 20 
people missing, following 
several days of torrential rain 
despite the storm not making 
direct landfall. Jamaica, 
which bore the brunt of Me-
lissa’s fury, recorded 19 fatal-
ities. The Dominican Repub-

lic also reported one death 
before the hurricane moved 
northward, continuing its de-
structive path through the re-
gion.

Melissa made landfall in 
western Jamaica on Tuesday 
with maximum sustained 
winds reaching 295 kilome-

tres per hour (183 miles per 
hour), ranking it among the 
strongest Atlantic storms on 
record. Although the capital 
Kingston was spared, offi-
cials described scenes of dev-
astation across the island’s 
western side, where homes, 
roads, and power lines were 

destroyed. The hurricane later 
weakened to a Category 3 as 
it struck Cuba, unleashing 
fierce winds and flooding be-
fore moving past the Baha-
mas. The US National Hurri-
cane Center reported that 
Melissa is expected to pass 
within 60 kilometres (37 
miles) of Bermuda, bringing 
strong winds and heavy rains.

Even as its intensity de-
clines, the storm’s massive 
size has continued to affect 
much of the Caribbean, 
where communities are grap-
pling with power outages, 
washed-out roads, and wide-
spread displacement. 

Emergency crews across 
multiple nations are working 
to restore communication and 
deliver urgent aid to affected 
populations.

Trump and Xi’s 
Trade Truce Marks 

Power Shift
GYEONGJU

 
The recent trade truce be-
tween former US President 
Donald Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in South 
Korea has reignited debate 
over which leader emerged 
stronger. Yet analysts widely 
agree that Xi entered the sum-
mit in a far more command-
ing position than during their 
last meeting in 2019.

Talks, held on the sidelines 
of the APEC summit, were 
marked by cordial gestures 
and mutual assurances. How-
ever, Xi’s carefully chosen 
words reflected his intention 
to project parity between the 
two nations. In the face of 
winds, waves and challenges, 
we should stay the right 
course… and ensure the 
steady sailing forward of the 
giant ship of China-US rela-
tions, he said, emphasizing 
shared global leadership.

Observers note that the 
meeting resulted in some rare 
concessions from Washing-
ton, including a partial roll-
back of export controls on 
technology-related goods. 
Experts argue that China’s 
economic resilience has sig-
nificantly improved since 
Trump’s initial trade war in 
2018, positioning Beijing to 

better withstand and counter 
US pressure.

China has definitely in-
creased its stature, and the US 
has diminished its stature, 
said Dexter Roberts of the At-
lantic Council’s Global China 
Hub. Roberts pointed to Bei-
jing’s recent moves to tighten 
control over critical exports 
such as rare-earth metals, 
demonstrating China’s grow-
ing leverage in global supply 
chains. While the truce may 
temporarily ease tensions be-
tween the world’s two largest 
economies, analysts suggest it 
underscores a new reality—
China now sees itself as an 
equal peer to the United 
States, shaping a more multi-
polar global order.

A trade truce between 
Donald Trump and Xi 

Jinping highlights 
China’s growing strength 

and shifting balance in 
global power

Balochistan Suspends Mobile Data in Quetta 
for 24 Hours Amid Security Concerns

The Balochistan government has suspended mobile internet in Quetta 
for 24 hours, citing security threats and law-order concerns

QUETTA
 

The Balochistan government 
on Friday suspended mobile 
data services in Quetta for 24 
hours, citing a peculiar law 
and order situation, local me-
dia reported. The decision, 
announced through an official 
letter, follows renewed fears 
of unrest in the provincial 
capital.

According to a report by 
Dawn, the government re-
quested Pakistan’s Ministry of 
Interior to direct relevant au-
thorities to suspend 3G and 
4G internet services across 
Quetta on October 31. 

Owing to the peculiar law 
and order situation and threat 
perceptions, the services of 
3G and 4G are required to be 
jammed in district Quetta, the 
letter stated.

This move marks the sec-

ond major disruption of inter-
net services in the province in 
recent months. In August, mo-
bile data services were simi-
larly suspended across Ba-
lochistan on security grounds 
before being restored by order 
of the Balochistan High Court 
(BHC). The previous shut-
down had drawn widespread 
criticism as it severely im-
pacted education, online busi-
nesses, and media operations.

Students attending online 
classes had struggled to ac-
cess lectures and submit as-

signments, particularly in ru-
ral districts with already lim-
ited digital access. Entrepre-
neurs and freelancers in Quet-
ta, Turbat, Khuzdar, and Pan-
jgur also reported significant 
financial losses. Our entire 
work depends on the internet; 
this shutdown has pushed us to 
the brink of financial collapse, 
one business owner told The 
Balochistan Post.

Journalists and media out-
lets in the province have de-
scribed the restrictions as an 
information blackout, claim-
ing they are unable to share 
updates from the ground. Hu-
man rights groups and politi-
cal organisations have ac-
cused the provincial govern-
ment of punishing the public 
col lect ively  ins tead of 
strengthening security mea-
sures to address the underly-
ing threats.

VIETNAMESE GOVT 
PROPOSES ASSIGNING PUBLIC 

SECURITY MINISTRY TO 
MANAGE IP IDENTIFICATION

HANOI
 

The Vietnamese govern-
ment has proposed assign-
ing the Ministry of Public 
Security to manage Internet 
Protocol (IP) address iden-
tification to ensure data se-
curity and cybersecurity, 
local daily VnExpress re-
ported Friday. The proposal 
is part of the draft Law on 
Cybersecurity submitted to 
the ongoing session of the 
15th National Assembly 
(NA) of Vietnam on Friday. 
Minister of Public Security 
Luong Tam Quang said the 
draft law builds on the 2018 
Cybersecurity Law, retain-
ing 21 articles while revis-
ing and supplementing nine 
others.

The amendments focus 
on ensuring data security, 
assigning responsibility for 
IP address identification, 
and establishing mecha-
nisms for specialised cyber-
security protection forces, 
he said.

The NA’s Committee on 
National Defence, Security 
and External Relations rec-
ommended that, in addition 
to children, the draft law 
should also extend protec-
tion to other vulnerable 

groups such as the elderly 
and persons with limited or 
lost civil act capacity.

Earlier this week, Viet-
nam vowed to accelerate 
the growth of its artificial 
intelligence (AI) industry 
while enhancing safety, 
transparency and responsi-
bility in AI governance and 
development.

Speaking at a roundtable 
held under the framework 
of the Viet Nam Internation-
al Digital Week (VIDW 
2025), Minister of Science 
and Technology Nguyen 
Manh Hung pledged to de-
velop a human-centric, 
open, safe, sovereign, col-
laborative, inclusive and 
sustainable AI ecosystem.

He emphasised that sus-
tainable AI development 
must be built on four key 
pillars: a strong AI frame-
work, modern AI infrastruc-
ture, AI talent and an AI cul-
ture, the report said. Vietnam 
is also committed to foster-
ing international cooperation 
to share knowledge and val-
ues, promote long-term 
growth, and encourage the 
development of open-source 
AI to enhance transparency, 
collaboration and innova-
tion, the minister noted.

DHAKA
 

A leading international human 
rights organisation highlight-
ed alarming patterns of vio-
lence, intimidation, and sys-
temic repression against law-
yers in Bangladesh under the 
Muhammad Yunus-led inter-
im government. In its report 
titled, Crackdown Against 
Independence of Lawyers in 
Bangladesh under the Interim 
Government, Justice Makers 
Bangladesh in France (JMBF) 
documented one of the most 
comprehensive records of 
state-sponsored persecution of 
the legal profession in Ban-
gladesh’s history following 
the fall of the Awami League 
government led by Sheikh 
Hasina.

Drawing on 268 verified 
incidents affecting 849 law-
yers between August 2024 
and September 2025, the re-
port exposed a coordinated 
campaign to neutral ise 
pro-Awami League lawyers, 
silence political dissent, and 
subjugate the justice system.

As per the findings, 88 per 
cent of incidents and 93 per 
cent of victims involved law-
yers affiliated with or per-
ceived as supportive of the 
Awami League, while politi-
cal belief emerged as the 
dominant motive in 187 inci-
dents affecting 730 victims.

200 incidents (721 vic-
tims) involved false or polit-
ically motivated cases, in-
cluding murder, attempted 
murder, sabotage, vandal-
ism, and sedition. Authori-
ties routinely invoked Sec-
tion 54 of the CrPC, the 
Special Powers Act, and the 
Anti-Terrorism Act to justify 
arbitrary arrests and deten-
tions, the report detailed, 
highlighting the harassment 
of lawyers in Bangladesh.

75 incidents (203 victims) 
involved imprisonment, often 
following warrantless arrests or 
coerced ‘voluntary surrenders.’ 
High-profile victims such as 
Barrister Turin Afroz endured 
brutal torture, cigarette burns, 
and gender-based humiliation 
in custody, it added. 

Rights body exposes systemic 
repression of lawyers

Two injured in 
shooting south 

of Brisbane
SYDNEY

 
Two people have been hospital-
ised with gunshot wounds fol-
lowing a drive-by shooting 
south of Brisbane in the early 
hours of Friday morning. The 
police service in the Australian 
state of Queensland said in a 
statement that emergency ser-
vices were alerted that two peo-
ple had been injured in a shoot-
ing in the suburb of Park 
Ridge, 26 km south of Brisbane 
on Friday. An 18-year-old man 
was transported to hospital in a 
serious but stable condition, 
and a 20-year-old woman was 
hospitalized with injuries not 
considered life-threatening.

The Queensland Police Ser-
vice said the pair were injured 
when gunshots were fired 
from a passing vehicle into a 
residence and that there is no 
ongoing threat to the public.

A crime scene has been es-
tablished and investigations 
into the incident were ongo-
ing. Earlier on October 16, 
police in the state of New 
South Wales (NSW) had said 
in a statement that emergency 
services were called to reports 
of a fire in Cabramatta, 26 km 
west of central Sydney, at 
around 12:45 am local time.

On arrival at the scene, of-
ficers had found a house and 
vehicle both alight. Both fires 
were extinguished, but the 
house and car had sustained 
significant damage. Police of-
ficers were told that a number 
of gunshots had been heard, 
and subsequently found bullet 
casings at the scene. In anoth-
er statement, NSW Police said 
that emergency services re-
ceived reports of loud bangs, 
believed to be gunshots, and a 
car on fire, on North Liver-
pool Road in Green Valley, in 
Sydney's southwest.

NCP slams BNP, 
Jamaat for fueling 
uncertainty over 

Feb 2026 election
DHAKA

 
In a growing political crisis 
in Bangladesh ahead of next 
year’s election, the National 
C i t i z e n  P a r t y  ( N C P ) 
slammed both the Bangla-
desh  Nat iona l i s t  Par ty 
(BNP) and radical Islamist 
party Jamaat-e-Islami for 
engaging in irrelevant de-
bates over the implementa-
tion of the July charter, al-
leging that it derailed the 
process and created uncer-
tainty over the February 
2026 polls, local media re-
ported. 

Whether the referendum 
will happen before or after, 
this is a pointless argument 
between Jamaat-e-Islami 
and BNP -- we [NCP] will 
not be involved in this de-
bate, Bangladesh’s leading 
newspaper quoted Nasirud-
din Patwary, chief coordina-
tor of NCP, as saying during 
a programme in Dhaka.



Gold, Silver fall as dollar gains strength
MUMBAI

Prices of gold and silver 
eased on Friday as a stronger 
US dollar weighed on global 
precious metal markets. On 
the Multi-Commodity Ex-
change (MCX), gold futures 
opened 0.29 per cent lower at 
₹1,21,148 per 10 grams, com-
pared to the previous close of 
₹1,21,508. Silver futures also 
slipped 0.47 per cent to 
₹1,48,140 per kilogram, re-
flecting weakness in interna-
tional prices.

By late morning, some re-
covery was seen as gold fu-
tures for December delivery 
traded slightly higher at 
₹1,21,557 per 10 grams, 
while silver futures steadied 

at ₹1,48,747 per kilogram. 
Analysts said the early dip 
was largely due to traders 
booking profits ahead of key 
US economic data releases.

In the global market, spot 
gold dropped 0.5 per cent to 
$4,004 per ounce, pressured 

by a firm dollar and reduced 
expectations of near-term in-
terest rate cuts by the US Fed-
eral Reserve. US gold futures 
for December remained al-
most unchanged at $4,016.70 
per ounce.

Despite the day’s decline, 

gold has risen about 3.9 per 
cent in October and is on 
track for a third straight 
monthly gain. The US dollar 
index remained close to a 
three-month high, making 
bullion less attractive to in-
vestors using other currencies.

Meanwhile, Indian stock 
markets opened flat following 
mixed global cues. The Sen-
sex began slightly lower at 
84,379.79, and Nifty at 
25,863.80, before both indices 
turned positive amid buying 
in banking and automobile 
stocks. 

Analysts said the limited 
progress at the Trump-Xi 
summit offered relief but 
failed to spark strong market 
optimism.

METALS MARKET SHAKE

QUICK READ

ACC Ltd reports huge 
profit surge this 

quarter

Strides Pharma sees 
huge profit jump 

quarter

Neptunus, Indian 
register collaborate  

on marine tech

Emkay global  
faces steep profit  

drop quarter

NEW DELHI
Cement company ACC 

Ltd on Friday announced 
a big jump in its profit for 
the September quarter. 
The firm’s consolidated 
profit after tax soared to 
Rs 1,119.26 crore, over five 
times last year’s Rs 199.7 
crore for the same period. 

Strong sales drove this 
growth, the company said 
in a regulatory filing. Rev-

enue from operations 
also rose sharply, reach-

ing Rs 5,896.16 crore, 
compared to Rs 4,542.23 

crore in the previous 
year’s quarter. Analysts 
say this shows growing 

demand in the construc-
tion sector and ACC’s 

strong market position.

NEW DELHI
Strides Pharma Science 

Ltd on Friday reported an 
82% rise in its net profit 
for the September quar-
ter. The company’s con-
solidated profit reached 
Rs 131.52 crore, up from 

Rs 72.3 crore in the same 
period last year. Strong 
revenue growth in other 
regulated markets and 
lower expenses helped 

boost earnings, the com-
pany said in a regulatory 
filing. Consolidated reve-
nue from operations rose 
to Rs 1,220.83 crore, com-

pared with Rs 1,166.93 
crore a year ago. Analysts 

noted that the perfor-
mance reflects both effi-
cient cost management 
and rising demand in key 

international markets

MUMBAI
Neptunus Power Plant 

Services Pvt Ltd on Friday 
signed an MoU with the 
Indian Register of Ship-
ping to develop indige-

nous marine engine con-
dition-monitoring tech-

nology. The pact, an-
nounced during Maritime 
India Week 2025, aims to 

promote data-driven 
maintenance and digital 

diagnostics across India’s 
shipping sector. Under the 

‘Make in India’ initiative, 
the collaboration focuses 
on leveraging Indian R&D 

and manufacturing to 
boost innovation in mari-

time operations. Nep-
tunus said this partner-
ship marks a significant 

step toward modernizing 
the industry while en-

hancing safety, efficiency, 
and sustainability in do-
mestic ship operations.

MUMBAI
Emkay Global Financial 

Services on Friday report-
ed a sharp 98% fall in net 
profit for the September 
quarter, earning just Rs 
0.45 crore compared to 

Rs 25.90 crore a year ago. 
Revenue dropped nearly 

34% to Rs 72.08 crore 
from Rs 108.56 crore in 

the same period. Expens-
es fell slightly, but profits 
remained under pressure. 
Shares gained modestly 

during trading. Founded in 
1995, Emkay offers brok-
ing, investment banking, 

wealth management, and 
more, serving both do-

mestic and international 
clients. The firm has ex-

panded globally, including 
a Singapore branch 

launched in 2021, while 
continuing to diversify 

services.
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RBI reported the 5.91% GS 2028, R 9,000 crore, had MUC R4,515 crore, ACU 
R4,485 crore, fully underwritten, with 0.15 paise per R100 cut-off commission

SEBI reforms Bank Nifty, 
limits top stock weights

SEBI reforms Bank Nifty, expanding constituents to 14, capping top stock weights, 
impacting major banks, and strengthening market stability by March 2026

NEW DELHI

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has an-
nounced new reforms for 
non-benchmark indices like 
the NSE’s Bank Nifty, aiming 
to reduce concentration risk 
and promote balanced market 
representation. Under the new 
guidelines, the number of 
Bank Nifty constituents will 
rise from 12 to 14, ensuring 
wider inclusion of banking 
stocks.

SEBI has also introduced 
limits on how much weight a 
single stock can hold. The top 
constituent’s weight will now 
be capped at 20 per cent, 
down from 33 per cent. Simi-
larly, the combined weight of 
the top three stocks cannot 

exceed 45 per cent, compared 
to the earlier 62 per cent.

These changes will directly 
impact major players such as 
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 
State Bank of India, whose 

weights will be reduced grad-
ually across four stages, con-
cluding by March 31, 2026. 
The first rebalancing is sched-
uled for December 2025.

SEBI’s move will also af-

fect BSE’s Bankex and NSE’s 
FinNifty indices, requiring 
adjustments to the weights of 
their top constituents. The aim 
is to strengthen market stabil-
ity and reduce investor risk in 
derivatives trading linked to 
these indices.

The new prudential norms 
for Bankex and FinNifty de-
rivatives will come into effect 
on December 31, 2025. 
During each phase, SEBI will 
review and adjust constituent 
weights to ensure compliance.

The expanded Bank Nifty 
index will now include banks 
such as HDFC, ICICI, SBI, 
Axis, Kotak Mahindra, In-
dusInd, and others, creating a 
broader, more balanced repre-
sentation of India’s growing 
banking sector.

GST reforms and festivals 
boost UPI spending

In September, NPCI 
reported UPI 

transactions rose 31% 
in count and 21% in 
value to E24.90 lakh 
crore, boosting total 
digital payments to 

E18.8 lakh crore

NEW DELHI

India’s festive cheer has trans-
lated into a strong surge in 
digital transactions, driven by 
the twin effects of GST re-
forms and the festive season. 
A report from Bank of Baroda 
revealed that  spending 
through the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI) during the 
Dussehra-to-Diwali period 
touched ₹17.8 lakh crore, a 
sharp rise from ₹15.1 lakh 
crore last year.

According to the National 
Payments Corporation of In-
dia (NPCI), UPI transactions 
rose 31 per cent in count and 
21 per cent in value year-on-
year in September, reaching 
19.63 billion transactions 
worth ₹24.90 lakh crore. Pay-
ments through debit and cred-
it cards also saw a boost, tak-
ing the total digital transac-
tion value during the festival 
period to around ₹18.8 lakh 
crore, up from ₹16.4 lakh 
crore last year.

The government’s GST 2.0 
initiative has played a vital 
role in stimulating private 
consumption. The Bank of 
Baroda report noted that the 
GST cut could raise consumer 
spending by nearly ₹20 lakh 
crore, further boosting the 
economy.

During this period, average 
UPI spending stood at ₹1,052 

per transaction. Debit cards 
recorded an average spend of 
₹8,084, while credit card 
transactions averaged ₹1,932. 
Merchant-level data showed 
notable increases in spending 
on clothing, electronics, li-
quor, beauty services, and on-
line shopping.

Experts believe the rise in 
digital payments reflects a re-
newed consumer confidence. 
Bank of Baroda expects 
strong private consumption 
growth in the coming quar-
ters, suggesting that India’s 
spending momentum will re-
main upbeat through the fes-
tive and winter months.RBI concludes auction  

for E32,000 crore bonds
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Friday announced 
the completion of its under-
writing auction for ₹32,000 
crore worth of government 
securities, including a sover-
eign green bond that attracted 
the highest commission rate. 
The auction was conducted 
under the Additional Compet-
itive Underwriting (ACU) 
scheme, allowing Primary 
Dealers to bid for commis-
sions on underwriting com-
mitments.

According to the RBI, the 
5.91 per cent Government Se-
curity (GS) 2028, with a noti-
fied amount of ₹9,000 crore, 
recorded a Minimum Under-

writing Commitment (MUC) 
of ₹4,515 crore and an ACU 
amount of ₹4,485 crore. The 
total amount underwritten 
stood at ₹9,000 crore, with a 
cut-off commission rate of 
0.15 paise per ₹100.

For the 6.28 per 
cent GS 2032, the 
notified amount 
was ₹11,000 crore, 
with total under-
writing commit-
ments matching the 
full issue size. The 
commission rate was set 
at 0.30 paise per ₹100. Simi-
larly, the 7.24 per cent GS 
2055, amounting to ₹7,000 
crore, carried a commission 
rate of 0.67 paise per ₹100.

The highlight of the auction 

was the 6.98 per cent Govern-
ment of India Sovereign 
Green Bond (SGrB) 2054, 
which saw the highest com-
mission rate of 1.50 paise per 

₹100. The green bond 
h a d  a  n o t i f i e d 

amount of ₹5,000 
crore, split be-
tween MUC and 
ACU commit-
ments of ₹2,520 
crore and ₹2,480 

crore respectively.
RBI officials said 

the results reflected 
healthy participation and 
competitive bidding among 
Primary Dealers, underscor-
ing investor confidence in 
India’s long-term government 
securities market.

India’s REIT market 
set for massive growth

MCX blames data 
limit for trading 

disruption

NEW DELHI

India’s real estate investment trust (REIT) market is on track to 
nearly double in value, reaching ₹19.7 lakh crore by 2030 from 
₹10.4 lakh crore in 2025, according to a new report by Knight 
Frank India and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). The 
growth will be driven by high occupancy levels, favourable tax 
policies, and the inclusion of new property segments.

The report highlighted that private equity participation in real 
estate has grown sharply—from $500 million in 2011 to 
multi-billion-dollar figures by 2019—enhancing transparency 
and investor confidence. This trend has helped REITs expand 
across India’s strong commercial property sector.

India’s organised retail sector is expected to reach ₹8.8 lakh 
crore in FY 2025, led by shopping centres, high streets, and 
new-age retail formats like airport and transit hubs. This shift 
shows how retail is becoming more experience-based, blending 
shopping with leisure and lifestyle.

India’s office space market has now crossed one billion 
square feet, ranking fourth globally. The country’s five listed 
REITs together cover about 177 million square feet of commer-
cial and retail space worth around ₹2.3 lakh crore and have over 
2.9 lakh unitholders.

REITs have also provided investors with an average annual 
dividend yield of 5.5 per cent. Experts say future growth will 
extend beyond offices to sectors such as warehousing, data cen-
tres, and hospitality. As India moves toward becoming a $7 
trillion economy, the REIT market is expected to play a vital 
role in shaping modern urban and investment landscapes.

MUMBAI

The Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX) on Friday 
clarified that the recent four-
hour trading halt occurred due 
to a predefined data parameter 
limit linked to the Unique Cli-
ent Code (UCC) within its 
systems. The technical con-
straint had crossed the set 
threshold, temporarily dis-
rupting trading activities.

In a statement, MCX said, 
“The root cause has been 
identified as a predefined pa-
rameter limit related to refer-
ence data like the UCC. We 
have addressed the issue to 
prevent similar problems in 
the future.” The exchange 
added that its trading systems 
themselves remained stable 
and fully capable of handling 
current market volumes and 
growth.

Trading was disrupted for 
more than four hours on Tues-
day, making it the longest out-
age in MCX’s history. The 
issue delayed trading from 
9:30 a.m., forcing the ex-
change to shift operations to 
its Disaster Recovery (DR) 
site. Normal trading resumed 
at 1:25 p.m.

This is the second major 
technical disruption at MCX 
in 2025, raising questions 
about the reliability of India’s 
largest commodity trading 
platform. The exchange, how-
ever, assured members and 
investors of improved system 
resilience.

“We remain committed to 
strengthening operational ro-
bustness and investing in ad-
vanced technology to ensure 
reliability, scalability, and per-
formance,” MCX said. The 
platform also expressed grat-
itude to members and stake-
holders for their patience and 
cooperation during the inci-
dent.

Market experts noted that 
such disruptions highlight the 
need for stronger system au-
dits and faster recovery mech-
anisms to safeguard investor 
confidence and maintain mar-
ket stability.

South Korea’s output rises on chip production
SEOUL

South Korea’s industrial out-
put grew in September, sup-
ported by strong semiconduc-
tor production even as retail 
sales declined for the second 
consecutive month, according 
to data released by the Minis-
try of Data and Statistics on 
Friday.

Industrial production rose 1 
per cent from the previous 
month, driven largely by a 
19.6 per cent surge in semi-
conductor output — the high-
est monthly increase since 
March 2023. The service sec-
tor also expanded 1.8 per 
cent, with gains in wholesale, 
retail, finance, and insurance 
helping offset declines in arts, 
accommodation, and food ser-
vices.

However, the mining and 
manufacturing sector overall 
slipped 1.2 per cent on-
month, mainly due to a sharp 
18.3 per cent drop in automo-
bile production — the steep-
est fall since May 2020. Offi-

cials attributed this decline to 
a base effect, noting that both 
domestic and export demand 
for vehicles remained stable.

Retail sales, an indicator of 
consumer spending, edged 
down 0.1 per cent, following 
a 2.4 per cent fall in August. 
The slowdown suggests that 
consumer activity is easing 
after earlier gains supported 
by government stimulus mea-
sures. 

Sales of semidurable goods 
like clothing dropped 5.7 per 
cent, while nondurable goods 

such as cosmetics fell 0.1 per 
cent. Durable goods, includ-
ing home appliances, howev-
er, rose 3.9 per cent.

Facility investment re-
bounded strongly, rising 12.7 
per cent on robust purchases 
of machinery for semiconduc-
tor production and transporta-
tion equipment. The ministry 
highlighted a notable 28 per 
cent jump in machinery used 
for chip manufacturing, un-
derscoring the sector’s grow-
ing influence on the country’s 
economic momentum.

MUMBAI

GIFT Nifty achieved a new all-time high monthly turnover 
of $103.45 billion (around Rs 9,16,576 crore) as of October 
30, surpassing its previous record of $102.35 billion set in 
May 2025. The milestone underscores the growing global 
interest and trust in GIFT Nifty as a benchmark for India’s 
equity market growth.

The NSE International Exchange (NSEIX), which 
launched full-scale operations of GIFT Nifty on July 3, 
2023, reported that the contract has now witnessed a cumu-
lative trading volume of over 52.71 million contracts and a 
total turnover of $2.39 trillion since inception.

Recently, GIFT Nifty also recorded a new open interest 
(OI) high of 4,10,100 contracts worth $21.23 billion (Rs 
1,86,226 crore) on October 24, exceeding the previous re-
cord of $20.84 billion from September 24, 2024. The rising 
OI reflects increasing participation and confidence from 
global investors. Set up at GIFT City on June 5, 2017, 
NSEIX operates under the International Financial Services 
Centre Authority (IFSCA) and holds a dominant market 
share of over 99.7% in the GIFT IFSC, cementing its lead-
ership in international multi-asset trading.

GIFT Nifty hits record monthly 
turnover of $103.45 billion

MUMBAI

India’s primary market expe-
rienced an unprecedented IPO 
boom in October 2025, with 
14 companies hitting the 
mainboard to collectively 
raise over Rs 46,000 crore—
the highest monthly fundrais-
ing ever in the country’s cap-
ital markets.

The surge was driven large-
ly by two major listings: Tata 
Capital, which raised Rs 
15,512 crore, and LG Elec-
tronics India, which mobilised 
Rs 11,607 crore, together con-
tributing more than half of the 
month’s total. The momentum 
was further bolstered by 
Lenskart Solutions, which 

opened its Rs 7,278-crore issue 
on October 31. Other notable 
IPOs included WeWork India, 
Canara HSBC Life Insurance, 
Orkla India, and Rubicon Re-
search. This performance sur-
passes previous monthly highs, 
including October 2024 (six 
IPOs raising Rs 38,690 crore), 
November 2021 (nine IPOs 
raising Rs 35,665 crore), and 
May 2022 (eight IPOs raising 
Rs 29,510 crore), highlighting 
the resilience and liquidity of 
India’s primary markets amid 
global uncertainties.So far in 
2025, 89 IPOs have raised over 
Rs 1.38 lakh crore, making it 
one of the strongest years on 
record, slightly trailing 2024’s 
Rs 1.6 lakh crore.

India IPO market hits record in October
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‘Bharathi Teacher 7th 
Standard’ Songs Launched
The launch of five songs 

from the upcoming 
Kannada film ‘Bharathi 

Teacher 7th Standard’ took 
place at the Dr. H. Narasim-
haiah Auditorium, National 
College, in the presence of 
schoolchildren. The event was 
organized by Dr. V. Nagendra 
Prasad’s ‘Music Bazaar’.

Special guests Dr. V. Vijay-
alakshi, an educationist from 
Davangere, and businessman 
Veerakaputra Srinivas dedi-
cated one song each to the 
public and wished the team 
success. The film is produced 
by Raghavendra Reddy under 
Pujyaya Films, marking his 
debut as a Kannada film pro-
ducer.

M.L. Prasanna has taken 
charge of the story, screen-
play, dialogues, lyrics, music, 
and direction, with Venkat 
Gowda of Krishi Office serv-
ing as the creative head.

The cast includes Sihika-
hichandru as the teacher, Ku. 

Yashika in the title role, and 
supporting actors Govinde-
gowda, Ashwin Haasan, 
Divya Anchan, Benaka Nan-
jappa, Rohit Raghavendra, 
Soujanya Sunil, M.J. Rangas-
wamy, among others. Cine-
matography is by M.B. Hal-
likatti, editing by Su-
jith Nayak, music 
composition 

by K.M. Indra, and dance by 
Kambiraj. Executive produc-
ers are Raghavsurya and Dar-
shan Gowda. Speaking at the 
event, Raghavendra Reddy 
said his investment in Kanna-
da cinema stems from his 
love for the language. The 

songs are being released 
through his audio la-

bel ‘Music Bazaar’, 

which will now focus on film 
and album releases. Dr. V. 
Nagendra Prasad expressed 
his commitment to further en-
courage the arts. 

Venkat Gowda praised the 
producer, highlighting the 
need for passionate individu-
als in the film industry. The 
movie is planned for release 
in November 2025.

Tamil superstar Suriya 
is gearing up for a 
s trong comeback 

with his upcoming rural ac-
tion drama Karuppu, direct-
ed by RJ Balaji. Though the 
film was originally planned 
for a Diwali 2025 release, 
production delays caused 
by extensive CG 
work  have 
pushed back 
its arrival.

Industry 
buzz now 
s u g g e s t s 
t h a t  t h e 
makers are 
eye ing  a 

January 23, 2026 release, 
hoping to take advantage of 
the Republic Day weekend. 
If confirmed, the timing 
could give Karuppu a sig-
nificant boost at the box 
office, with the long week-
end offering ample opportu-
nity for a wider audience 

turnout. However, an of-
ficial announcement 
regarding the new re-
lease date is still 
awaited.

To keep fans 
excited, the team 
dropped the 
first sin-

gle, “God Mode,” on Diwa-
l i .  Composed by Sai 
Abhyankkar, the track has 
been receiving a positive 
response for its energetic 
beats and catchy lyrics. 

The film stars Trisha 
Krishnan as the fe-

male lead, re-
uniting her 

with Suri-
ya after 
several 
y e a r s . 
Karuppu 
is pro-

duced by 
SR Prakash 

Babu and SR 
Prabhu under the 

Dream Warrior Pic-
tures banner, known 

for backing strong, con-
tent-driven films. With a 

promising cast, powerful 
music, and a festive release 

window on the hori-
zon, Karuppu 

could be the 
big-screen 

comeback 
fans have 
b e e n 
waiting 
f o r 
f r o m 
Suriya.

SURIYA’S ‘KARUPPU’ LIKELY 
TO HIT SCREENS ON JAN 23

Excitement is building around 
director Arun Anirudhan’s 
Malayalam action entertainer 
Athiradi, starring Basil Jo-
seph, Tovino Thomas, and 
Vineeth Sreenivasan. Industry 
sources reveal that the film’s 
second shooting schedule is 
set to begin in the second 
week of November, likely 
starting on November 12, af-
ter the current schedule wraps 
up on November 2.

The film has already caught 
fans’ attention, as it marks the 
first on-screen collaboration 
between Basil, Tovino, and 
Vineeth — three of Malay-
alam cinema’s most loved 
stars. A teaser released earlier 
offered glimpses of each ac-
tor’s distinct role, suggesting 
that Athiradi will be a mass 
action-packed entertainer with 

unique character portrayals 
and thrilling visuals.

Produced by Basil Joseph 
Entertainments and Doctor 
Ananthu Entertainments, the 
film is co-produced by Sa-
meer Thahir and Tovino 

Thomas. It is also a reunion 
for the Minnal Murali team 
— Basil, Tovino, Sameer, and 
director Arun Anirudhan — 
who co-wrote that superhero 
hit. 

The film’s script has been 
co-written by Paulson 
Skaria and Anirudhan. 
On the technical side, 
Athiradi features cin-
ematography by 
Samuel Henry, 
m u s i c  b y 
Vishnu Vi-
jay, editing 
by Chaman 
Chacko, and 
costume de-
s i g n  b y 
M a s h a r 
Hamsa.

Basil Joseph, Tovino Thomas gear up 
for ‘Athiradi’ second schedule

Nandamuri Balakrishna’s younger daughter, Nanda-
muri Tejeswini, has made her on-screen debut — 
not in a film, but in a sparkling new advertise-

ment for Siddhartha Fine Jewellers. The well-known 
jewellery brand has announced Tejeswini as its 
new brand ambassador, marking a proud and 
emotional moment for the Nandamuri family and 
Telugu cinema fans. Tejeswini’s first appearance 
in front of the camera has already impressed 
many. With her grace, poise, and natural confi-
dence, she reflected the charm that runs in the 
Nandamuri lineage. Despite being a newcom-
er, her performance carried the ease of a sea-
soned professional. The ad film was directed 
by D. Yamuna Kishore, with choreography by 
Brinda Master, and music composed by S.S. 
Thaman. Ayanka Bose handled cine-
matography, while Avinash Kolla 
took charge of art direction and 
Naveen Nooli edited the visuals. 
The campaign’s stills were cap-
tured by celebrity photographer 
Daboo Ratnani, adding glam-
our to the launch.

At the unveiling event, Sid-
dhartha Fine Jewellers’ direc-
tors Smt. Nagini Prasad Ve-
muri, Smt. Sreemani Mathu-
kumilli, and Smt. Sreedurga 
Katragadda joined the cele-
bration. Speaking at the event, 
Sri Vemuri Krishna Prasad 
expressed his delight in col-
laborating with Tejeswini 
and appreciated the entire 
creative team for their 
effort and artistry.

Balakrishna’s daughter 
Tejeswini shines in 
jewellery ad debut

Rishab Shetty’s 
KANTARA CHAPTER 1 

streams on Prime Video

Karnataka’s box of-
fice sensation, Kan-
tara: Chapter 1, has 

now made its OTT debut 
on Prime Video, delighting 
fans who missed the theat-
rical release. Directed by 
and starring Rishab Shetty, 
the film continues to draw 
praise for its gripping sto-
ryline and cultural depth.

The movie is available 
for streaming in Kannada, 
Telugu, Tamil, and Malay-
alam, while the Hindi ver-
sion is scheduled to arrive 
in the last week of Novem-
ber. The film had a four-
week theatrical window for 
South Indian audiences, 
giving cinema-goers ample 
time to experience the ac-
tion-packed narrative on 
the big screen.

Rukmini Vasanth plays 
the female lead, with Ja-
yaram and Gulshan De-
vaiah in pivotal supporting 

roles. The film’s music, 
composed by Ajaneesh 
Loknath, adds a compel-
ling layer to the storytell-
ing, enhancing both action 
and emotional sequences.

Produced by Vijay Kira-
gandur under Hombale 
Films, Kantara: Chapter 1 
has been hailed as the big-
gest grosser of the year in 
Indian cinema, and expec-
tations are high for its per-
formance on streaming 
platforms. Fans are eager 
to watch the film again or 
catch it for the first time, 
experiencing the rich visu-
als, folklore-inspired plot, 
and powerful performanc-
es from the comfort of 
home.

With its OTT release, 
Kantara: Chapter 1 prom-
ises to reach an even wider 
audience, solidifying its 
status as a modern South 
Indian classic.

Superstar Shah Rukh Khan has announced a grand film fes-
tival to celebrate his remarkable cinematic journey, with 
screenings taking place across India and several countries 

worldwide. The special event invites fans to relive some of 
SRK’s most loved movies on the big screen once again.

The actor shared the news on Instagram through a heartfelt 
video message, expressing his endless love for cinema. 
“Main kaun hoon, kaun nahi… doesn’t really matter, as 
long as the lights, camera, and a little bit of love are still 
rolling,” he wrote, introducing the Shah Rukh Khan Film 

Festival. Starting today, the festival will showcase 
classics such as Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa, Dil 

Se, Devdas, Main Hoon Na, Om Shanti 
Om, Chennai Express, and Jawan. 
Screenings will be held in association 
with PVR INOX and Cinepolis 
across India.

The celebration extends globally, 
with YRF International organizing 
shows in the Middle East, North 
America, the UK, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand.

As Shah Rukh Khan approach-
es his 60th birthday on November 
2, the two-week festival stands as a 
tribute to his three-decade-long career. 

Fans in more than 30 Indian cities and 
select international theatres will 
come together to celebrate the 
magic of the “King of Bolly-
wood” once again.

Shah Rukh Khan’s 
global film festival 
lights up screens

Amy Schumer 
embraces 

confidence after 
weight loss 

journey

Hollywood star Amy 
Schumer is feeling 
stronger and more 

confident as she continues her 
weight loss journey. The co-
median and actress recently 
shared photos on Instagram, 
expressing gratitude for her 
health and how she feels both 
inside and out.

Dressed in a stylish black-
and-white dress, Schumer 
wrote, “I’m feeling strong and 
like myself.” She added that 
she’s grateful to be pain-free, 
crediting her trainer Mona at 
Reload for helping her recov-
er strength after back surgery 
and Dr. Seckin for treating her 
endometriosis.

In the post, Schumer also 
thanked her team for styling 
her looks and shared candid 
moments from home. She ad-
mitted that although she had 
planned to attend a friend’s 
50th birthday party, she de-
cided to stay in and enjoy 
time with her young son in-
stead. “Thanks for all the 
love. Sending it right back,” 
she wrote.

The post follows another 
honest selfie showing her un-
filtered body, where she 
proudly captioned, “No filter, 
no filler, no clean mirror.” 
Schumer has long been open 
about body image and her ex-
periences with weight-loss 
treatments, including her dif-
ficult reaction to Ozempic and 
her 2022 liposuction.

Through her posts, Schum-
er continues to promote 
self-acceptance, strength, and 
the importance of feeling 
good from within.

Allu Sirish 
dazzles in 

custom look for 
engagement

Actor Allu Sirish is set 
to get engaged to 
Nayanika on Friday in 

an intimate ceremony attend-
ed by close family, including 
Allu Arjun, Chiranjeevi, Ram 
Charan with Upasana, and 
Varun Tej with Lavanya. The 
décor, designed by Janaki 
Pulijal, will feature minimal 
yet cultural aesthetics, creat-
ing an elegant ambience. 
Allu Sirish will wear a cus-
tomised Manish Malhotra 
outfit, while Nayanika will 
dazzle in a Sabyasachi lehen-
ga, reflecting a perfect blend 
of Telugu traditions and 
modern sophistication.



Virtual Reality and Indian 
Cinema: A New Frontier

Indian cinema has 
always embraced 

new technologies—
from colour films 
and Dolby sound 

to VFX-heavy 
blockbusters. Now, 

a new technological 
revolution is 

knocking at the 
door: Virtual 
Reality (VR). 

This immersive 
technology, once 

limited to gaming 
and simulations, is 
gradually entering 

the world of Indian 
filmmaking. With 

its power to place 
viewers inside a 
story, VR could 

redefine how 
Indian audiences 

experience cinema.

What is Virtual Reality in Cinema?

A Slow but Steady Start in India

The Rise of Indian Apps

The Rise of Indian Apps

Have There Been Breaches?

Local Design and R&DExport Capability

Sourcing from Indian VendorsGovernment Policies and Support

What Data Do Indian 
Apps Collect?

Lack of Strong Data 
Protection Laws

Challenges of VR Adoption

Opportunities Ahead

Government and Industry Push

Virtual Reality in cinema refers to immersive storytelling where viewers wear 
VR  headsets to enter a 360-degree environment. Instead of passively watch-

ing a screen, viewers can look around, move virtually, and sometimes even 
interact with characters or objects. This can blur the line between viewer and 

participant, turning films into personal journeys.

While mainstream Bollywood hasn’t yet fully 
adopted VR, several short films and indepen-

dent creators have begun experimenting with the 
format. In 2017, filmmaker Anand Gandhi pro-

duced “Tumbbad VR,” a spin-off from his critically 
acclaimed horror film. It allowed viewers to walk 
through eerie corridors and interact with objects, 

offering a hauntingly intimate experience. Another 
notable project was “Cricket VR” during IPL, giving 

fans a front-row seat in a virtual stadium.
Regional cinema is also exploring VR. A few 

Malayalam and Marathi short films 
have used VR to depict folk tales 
and social issues, showing 

that Indian 
creators see 
its potential 
beyond en-

tertainment—
also as a tool 
for education 
and empathy.

Despite its promise, VR adoption in Indian cinema 
faces several challenges. First is accessibility. VR 
headsets are still expensive and not widespread 

among average Indian viewers. The cost of creat-
ing high-quality VR content is also high, requiring 
advanced cameras, post-production, and techni-

cal expertise. Second is audience readiness. Indian 
audiences are used to conventional cinema-going 
experiences—big screens, popcorn, and collective 
viewing. VR, being an isolated and individual ex-

perience, doesn’t yet fit into this culture. Moreover, 
not everyone is comfortable wearing headsets for 

20-30 minutes at a stretch, which could affect 
mass appeal.

Yet, the potential of VR in Indian cinema is mas-
sive. Imagine watching a historical epic where 
you stand inside a royal court or witness a war 

scene from the front lines. Filmmakers could offer 
multiple storylines in one film, allowing viewers to 
follow characters of their choice. For the Indian 
diaspora, VR could recreate village fairs, tem-
ple festivals, or street food scenes, offering 
a nostalgic homecoming. Moreover, VR can 
help independent filmmakers stand out in a 
crowded content space. Without big budgets 
or stars, a unique VR experience could attract 

viewers and create buzz. VR is also being explored 
in film schools and media colleges, hinting at a 

future generation of storytellers already familiar 
with the medium.

India’s National Film Development Corporation 
(NFDC) is exploring immersive media, with events 
like IFFI featuring VR installations. OTT platforms 

are also experimenting with VR, particularly in 
horror, thriller, and fantasy genres. Despite chal-

lenges like cost and access, growing interest from 
creators and tech companies signals a promising 

future for VR in Indian cinema, transforming story-
telling and audience experiences.

How Safe 
Is Your 

Data on 
Indian 
Apps?

In today’s digital age, our personal data is more valuable than ever. Every time we 
download an app, sign up for a service, or make a payment, we leave behind digital 

footprints—our names, phone numbers, locations, photos, banking details, and more. 
With the rapid rise of Indian apps across categories like fintech, social media, health, 
and education, an important question arises: How safe is your data on Indian apps?

Following the government’s push for Atmanirbhar 
Bharat and the ban on several Chinese apps, Indian 

developers have filled the gap with homegrown 
alternatives. From payment apps like PhonePe 

and Paytm to social media platforms like Koo and 
Chingari, Indian apps now have millions of users. 

While this growth boosts digital India’s vision, it also 
raises concerns about data privacy and protection.

Following the government’s push for Atmanirbhar 
Bharat and the ban on several Chinese apps, Indian 

developers have filled the gap with homegrown 
alternatives. From payment apps like PhonePe 

and Paytm to social media platforms like Koo and 
Chingari, Indian apps now have millions of users. 

While this growth boosts digital India’s vision, it also 
raises concerns about data privacy and protection.

Yes, there have been several instances of data leaks 
from Indian apps and platforms. In 2020, over 7 

million users’ data from the BHIM app was allegedly 
exposed. Another case involved personal data from 

a health tech platform, which included medical 
records. Such breaches highlight the vulnerability of 
user data in the absence of strict security protocols.

Cybersecurity experts often point out that many 
Indian startups prioritize product growth over 

data protection, due to limited budgets or lack of 
awareness. This leads to weak encryption, poor 

server management, and outdated systems—easy 
targets for hackers.

Design and engineering play a crucial role in deter-
mining how Indian a car is. A truly indigenous car is 

one that is designed and developed in India, keeping 
local road conditions, weather, fuel quality, and 

user preferences in mind. Indian consumers have 
unique needs: cars should handle both highways 
and narrow city roads, be fuel-efficient, and offer 

value-for-money features.
For example, Tata Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra 

have invested in in-house R&D centers and design 
studios. Cars like the Tata Nexon and Mahindra 

XUV700 were conceptualized, engineered, and test-
ed in India, based on Indian consumer insights. This 
makes them far more Indian than models designed 

abroad and merely assembled here.

To support the claim of being “Made in India,” 
carmakers must rely heavily on Indian auto 

parts suppliers.  India has a strong auto 
component industry, with companies pro-
ducing everything from tires and batteries 

to braking systems and wiring harnesses. By 
sourcing these components locally, manufac-
turers support Indian businesses, create jobs, 

and reduce costs. Moreover, local sourcing 
improves supply chain efficiency and allows 
faster delivery and servicing. This is particu-

larly important in a price-sensitive market like 
India, where affordability and maintenance 

costs influence buying decisions.

Most apps ask for permissions that include access 
to your camera, microphone, contacts, location, 
and storage. While some of these are neces-
sary for the app’s functions, many apps collect 
more data than they need. For instance, a simple 
flashlight app should not require access to your 
contacts or messages. Unfortunately, such cases 
still exist. Many Indian apps also rely on third-par-
ty services for ads and analytics, which may lead 
to indirect data sharing with external companies. 
This opens up potential risks of misuse, especially 
if data is sold to advertisers or not securely stored.

One of the biggest reasons for concern is the ab-
sence of a comprehensive data protection law in 
India—though progress is being made. The Digital 
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 was passed 
with the aim of safeguarding users’ data, but its 
implementation is still at an early stage.
Until recently, India operated under general IT 
rules that lacked clarity and enforcement. As a re-
sult, many apps operated in a grey area, collecting 
and using data without informing users properly. 
Transparency remains a key issue. Most people 
do not read privacy policies, and some apps don’t 
even provide them in regional languages, leaving 
users unaware of how their data is used.

In conclusion, while Indian apps have become a vital part of our daily lives, the safety of our data on 
these platforms still hangs in the balance. Only with stronger laws, transparent practices, and active user 

awareness can we ensure that our digital presence remains truly secure.

What Makes a Car Truly “Made in India”?
“Made in India” 
is a phrase that 
evokes pride, 
especially in a 
country striving for 
self-reliance and 
industrial growth. 
In the automobile 
industry, this 
label carries both 
symbolic and 
practical weight. 
But what does it 
really mean for a 
car to be “Made 
in India”? Is it 
about assembling 
the car in India, 
using local parts, 
designing it here, 
or something 
more? Let’s 
explore the 
elements that 
define a truly 
Indian car.

Manufacturing 
vs Assembling

Many global car companies operate 
in India and sell vehicles assembled in 

Indian factories. However, assembly 
alone doesn’t make a car fully Indian. If 

most of the key components—like the 
engine, gearbox, electronics, or even 

the design—are imported from other 
countries, the product remains heavily 

dependent on foreign technologies and 
supply chains. A car can be called truly 
“Made in India” only when a significant 

portion of its components are manufac-
tured domestically, not just put together 

on Indian soil. This includes the engine, 
chassis, interior parts, electrical systems, 

and software. The goal is to reduce  
reliance on foreign inputs and promote 

the Indian automobile ecosystem.

A car made in India should 
also be export-worthy. If 
a car designed and built 

in India can meet interna-
tional safety, emission, and 

performance standards, it 
proves the strength of In-

dian manufacturing. Many 
Indian-made cars, such 

as the Maruti Suzuki Swift 
and Hyundai i20 (made 
in Indian factories), are 

exported to Europe, Africa, 
and Latin America. 

Initiatives like ‘Make in India’ and the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme for automobiles aim to boost 

domestic manufacturing. They encourage companies to 
invest in Indian plants, use local suppliers, and develop 
homegrown electric vehicle technologies. Such policies 
make it easier for Indian-made cars to compete globally 

while fulfilling local demands. A truly “Made in India” car is 
more than just a product assembled within national borders. 
It is a vehicle designed, developed, manufactured, and sup-
ported by Indian minds, machines, and materials. It reflects 

Indian road conditions, suits Indian wallets, and upholds 
Indian talent. As the auto industry evolves, and electric and 
connected vehicles become mainstream, there’s a real op-

portunity for India to lead with innovation and independence. 
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From a small village in Shiva-
mogga to the national spotlight, 

21-year-old Sunil P B’s journey is 
one of sheer grit and determination. 
The defender, who recently scored 
his first international goal against 
New Zealand during India’s sil-
ver-winning campaign at the Sultan 
of Johor Cup, has been picked by 
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers for the 

upcoming Hockey India League. 
Born to daily wage labourers in 
Anavatti village, Sunil stumbled 
into hockey at age ten without even 
knowing the sport. Discovered by 
coach Sundaresh during school tri-
als, he trained at DYES Shivamog-
ga before moving to Madikeri and 
later the Sports Authority of India 
centre in Bengaluru.

Teen Grandmaster  Divya 
Deshmukh, fresh from her his-

toric Women’s World Cup triumph, 
is set for another milestone as the 
only female wildcard at the FIDE 
World Cup starting Saturday in 
Goa. The 19-year-old Nagpur prod-
igy, promoted from International 
Master to Grandmaster after her 
July win, will face Greece’s Stama-

tis Kourkoulos-Arditis in Round 1. 
Despite competing in an open field 
dominated by higher-rated male 
players, Divya remains unfazed. 
Her former coach, GM Srinath 
Narayanan, said the event will ac-
celerate her growth and mental 
toughness. Divya, recently held 
world champion Gukesh D to a 
draw at the Grand Swiss.

London Olympics silver medal-
list shooter Vijay Kumar has 

approached the Prime Minister’s 
Office after being overlooked for a 
national coaching role by the Na-
tional Rifle Association of India 
(NRAI). In a letter dated September 
17, Vijay expressed feeling “pained 
and humiliated” at his exclusion, 
questioning the selection of coach-

es “with no international achieve-
ments or those previously sanc-
tioned.” The PMO has forwarded 
his appeal to the Sports Ministry for 
review. Despite repeated emails, the 
40-year-old has received no expla-
nation from NRAI, which insists 
due process was followed. Vijay, a 
Khel Ratna awardee, said he only 
seeks fairness and transparency.

BENGALURU GOA NEW DELHI

Shivamogga Lad Sunil P B Emerges 
as K’taka’s Brightest Hockey Hope

Chess World Cup: Nothing to Lose, 
Experience to Gain for Divya

Olympic Medallist Seeks PMO 
Intervention over Coaching Snub

I Played for India’s 
Win, Not My Hundred: 
Jemimah Rodrigues
NAVI MUMBAI

Jemimah Rodrigues’ un-
beaten century lit up the 
DY Patil Stadium on 

Thursday night as India 
pulled off the highest success-
ful chase in Women’s ODI 
World Cup history, beating 
Australia to storm into  
Sunday’s  f inal  against  
South Africa.

“When I came into this 
World Cup, having been 
dropped from the last one, I 
didn’t want to prove a point,” 
Jemimah said after the semi-

final. “I just wanted to 
make sure India 

w ins .  Because 
when you try to 
prove yourself, 
it never helps.”

P r o m o t e d 
up the bat-
ting order 
at the last 

minute, 
J e m i -
m a h 

walked in barely five minutes 
after stepping out of the shower 
— and never looked back. Her 
calm 100 not out anchored a 
record chase of 339, built 
around a 167-run stand with 
captain Harmanpreet Kaur. 
“When I reached 50 or 100, I 
didn’t celebrate,” she said. “I 
just thought, what will make 
me happier tomorrow morning 
— a hundred or India’s win? It 
was India winning.”

The innings, she said, was 
born out of faith and resil-
ience. “There were days I just 
cried to my mom before 
matches. Anxiety was real. 
But my family, teammates, 
and  Jesus  ca r r i ed  me 
through,” she said, her voice 
breaking. Having endured a 
poor start to the tournament, 
Jemimah called the semifinal 
knock “the most special” of 
her career. “It feels like every-
thing that went wrong before 
was preparation for this mo-
ment,” she smiled.

As India celebrated under 
the Navi Mumbai night sky, 
Jemimah’s words summed up 
her journey — from self-
doubt to self-belief. “Joy 
came this morning,” she said 
softly. “And I’m still weeping 
— but with gratitude.”

Perry Lauds Harman, Jemimah’s 
Match-Winning Brilliance

My Only Message Was ‘Finish 
Well’, Says Coach Muzumdar

NAVI MUMBAI 

India women’s team coach 
Amol Muzumdar said his 
only message before the semi-
final against Australia was 
simple — “finish well.” The 
advice proved prophetic as 
India chased down a record 
339 to reach their third Wom-
en’s ODI World Cup final.

“There were no big messag-
es. We always told each other 
we need to finish well. We 
usually start well, but finish-
ing has been our area to im-
prove. Today was that day,” 
Muzumdar said after the win.

Jemimah Rodrigues led In-
dia’s charge with a sublime 
unbeaten 127, stitching a 167-
run partnership with captain 
Harmanpreet Kaur (89). Mu-
zumdar, who took charge last 
October, credited the team’s 
calm mindset and clarity of 
roles for the turnaround.

Before the semifinal, he 
had written a single line on 
the team’s whiteboard: “We 
just need one more run than 
them to reach the final.”

Known for his composed 
leadership, Muzumdar said 
the team’s response to earlier 
defeats against Australia, En-
gland and South Africa de-
fined their character. “The 
next practice session after 
losing to England had more 
energy and intent. Sometimes 
failure is just a hiccup that 
teaches you more,” he said.

He praised his young play-
ers for rising to the occasion. 
“Kranti Goud has been sensa-
tional since her debut. Renuka 
Thakur complements her 
beautifully. And Jemi — I al-
ways knew she had the tem-
perament to shift gears. Pro-
moting her up the order made 
all the difference.” The 
50-year-old Mumbai stalwart 
also lauded his senior core. 

Manuel Frederick, 1972 Olympic Bronze-Winning Goalkeeper, No More
BENGALURU

Former India hockey goal-
keeper and 1972 Munich 
Olympics bronze medalist 
Manuel Frederick passed 
away in Bengaluru on Friday 
morning. He was 78.

Frederick, who had been 
battling prostate cancer for 
the past 10 months, was also 

coping with depression fol-
lowing the death of his wife, 
Sheetala, last year. He is sur-
vived by two daughters.

Born on October 20, 1947, in 
Barnasseri, Kannur, Frederick 
made history as the first athlete 
from Kerala to win an Olympic 
medal. Decades later, fellow 
goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh would 
become only the second Olym-

pian from the state to repeat the 
feat, winning bronze medals at 
both the Tokyo (2021) 
and Par is  (2024) 
Games.

His daughter, Fresh-
na, confirmed the 
news of his passing. 
“Dad passed away this 
morning. We tried our best but 
he developed jaundice in the 

end, and his liver got affected, 
which worsened his condition,” 

she said. 
Frederick had long 

settled in Bengaluru, 
where he continued to 
mentor young goal-
keepers and promote 
grassroots hockey. 

Known for his sharp reflexes 
and calm presence under pres-

sure, he played a key role in 
India’s bronze-winning cam-
paign at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics — a proud moment 
that ended an eight-year Olym-
pic medal drought for Indian 
men’s hockey.

In 2019, he was honoured 
with the Major Dhyan Chand 
Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Sports and Games.

NAVI MUMBAI

Ellyse Perry, one of Austra-
lia’s most admired cricketers, 
hailed India captain Harman-
preet Kaur and Jemimah Ro-
drigues for their match-win-
ning brilliance in the Wom-
en’s ODI World Cup semifi-
nal, saying even the Austra-
lian dressing room applauded 
their effort.

India pulled off the highest 
successful chase in women’s 
ODI history, overhauling 
Australia’s 339 to storm into 
Sunday’s final against South 
Africa. Harmanpreet’s 89 and 
Jemimah’s unbeaten 127 
powered India to an unforget-
table victory at DY Patil Sta-
dium.

“All of us in our dressing 
room would applaud Harman 
and Jemi for the way they 
played,” Perry said after 
the match. “They just 
made us pay. All 
credi t  goes to 
them, rather than 

anything we did or didn’t do.”
Perry brushed aside talk of 

dropped catches that allowed 
Jemimah to continue her stun-
ning knock. “No one means to 
make mistakes,” she said. “In 

high-pressure games, things 
happen. Everyone’s giving 
their all — that’s sport.”

Reflecting on her own in-
nings of 77 and her 155-run 
stand with Phoebe Litchfield 
(119), Perry said, “My in-
nings is irrelevant. Someone 
always has a day out in big 
matches, and today it was 
Harman and Jemi. They were 
phenomenal.”

The semifinal defeat was 
Australia’s first in a World 
Cup since losing to India in 
2017, but Perry refused to of-
fer excuses. “You have to 
perform when it matters 
most. We’re still proud of our 
cricket and the way we’ve 
played all year.”

Australia coach Shelley 
Nitschke said transition talks 
could wait, while skipper Al-
yssa Healy confirmed she 

would not feature in the 
next ODI World Cup. For 
now, Perry said, “It’s In-
dia’s night — and they 
truly earned it.”

Australia Crush India by Four 
Wickets after Batting Collapse
Hazlewood’s fiery spell leaves India reeling as Abhishek’s lone fight goes in vain
MELBOURNE

Josh Hazlewood ripped 
through India’s top order with 
a masterful spell of 3 for 13 
as Australia cruised to a 
four-wicket win in the second 
T20 International at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground on 
Friday. In front of 82,438 
spectators, India endured one 
of their most humiliating bat-
ting collapses, bowled out for 
125 in 18.4 overs with nine 
batters failing to reach double 
digits. The only resistance 
came from Abhishek Sharma, 
who struck a dazzling 68 off 
37 balls, laced with eight 
fours and two sixes.

Hazlewood’s 15 dot balls 
suffocated India early, reduc-
ing them to 49 for  5. 
Abhishek and Harshit Rana 
(35 off 33) added 56 runs, en-
suring a modest total. For 
Australia, captain Mitchell 
Marsh smashed 46 off 26 
balls as the hosts completed 
the chase in just 13.2 overs 
despite losing six wickets to 
aggressive strokes.

Varun Chakravarthy (2/23) 
and Jasprit Bumrah (2/26) im-
pressed briefly, but the result 

was never in doubt. Hazle-
wood’s immaculate lengths 
and subtle seam movement 
exposed India’s batting frail-
ties against bounce. Shubman 
Gill, Sanju Samson, and 
Suryakumar Yadav all fell 
cheaply as India’s innings un-
raveled.

While the Indian think tank 
is unlikely to panic with the 
T20 World Cup scheduled at 
home next year, the batters 
have much to ponder. Condi-
tions in India may favour 
spin, yet adapting to quality 
pace and bounce remains a 
concern. For now, Abhishek’s 

fearless display—marked by 
audacious off-side strokes and 
deft handling of bounce—was 
the lone bright spot in an oth-
erwise dismal performance. 
With three games left in the 
series, India will hope to re-
group and take inspiration from 
the young opener’s defiance.

“There were days I just 
cried to my mom before 

matches. Anxiety was 
real. But my family, 

teammates, and Jesus 
carried me through,” 

—Jemimah Rodrigues, Batter

Pragg, Arjun and Gukesh 
Power India’s WC Hopes

PANJIM

A rested R. Praggnanandhaa, 
a driven Arjun Erigaisi, and 
world champion D. Gukesh 
headline India’s charge at the 
FIDE World Cup, which be-
gins in Goa on Saturday. With 
a $2 million prize pool and 
three coveted spots for the 
2026 Candidates Tour-
nament up for grabs, the 
stakes are high.

The absence of world 
No. 1 Magnus Carlsen 
and top Americans 
Hikaru Nakamura and 
Fabiano Caruana opens 
up the field, offering In-
dia’s chess stars a gold-
en opportunity to shine 
on home soil. Among 
the three, Gukesh plays 
with the least pressure 
— as the reigning world 
champion, he’s already 
qualified for next year’s 
title match.

Praggnanandhaa, mean-
while, seeks to build on his 
phenomenal rise, while Arjun, 

currently in career-best form, 
will aim for a breakthrough 
Candidates berth. India’s veter-
an grandmasters Vidit Gujrathi 
and Pentala Harikrishna are 
also in contention, adding depth 
to the country’s challenge.

In all, 206 players from 80 
nations will compete over the 
next four weeks in an eight-

round knockout format. 
Each match features 
two classical games, 
followed by rapid and 
blitz tiebreaks if re-
quired. The top-50 play-
ers, including Gukesh, 
Pragg, and Arjun, will 
enter directly in the sec-
ond round, joining 78 
qualifiers from the 
opening stage.

India’s contingent of 
24 players — its largest 
ever — reflects the 
country’s growing dom-
inance in world chess, 

following recent triumphs 
such as Gukesh’s world title 
and Divya Deshmukh’s Wom-
en’s World Cup win.

Australia’s first World 
Cup semifinal loss 

since 2017, but Perry 
offered no excuses, 

praising consistency.


