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Shah to review Manipur situationas

President’s rule nears end

High-level meeting to assess law, order and path to restoring democratic governance

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will begin the New Year
with a high-level review
meeting today to assess the
security and administrative
situation in Manipur, where
President’s Rule is scheduled to
end on February 13. The meet-
ing assumes significance as the
Centre weighs the possibility of
facilitating a political process
in the violence-hit state.
Sources said the review will
be attended by Manipur Gov-
ernor Ajay Kumar Bhalla, state

government advisor Kuldiep
Singh, Chief Secretary PK
Goel, Director General of Po-
lice Rajiv Singh and senior of-
ficials from the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs. The Governor
and key state officials have al-
ready arrived in the national
capital for the delib-
erations.
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The remarks come amid an ongoing political debate within the Karnataka Congress

Indo-Bangla Border Recorded
Highest Infiltration Attempts

NEW DELHI: India recorded its
highest number of infiltra-
tion attempts along the
Bangladesh border in 2025,
official data revealed. The
Ministry of Home Affairs re-
ported 1,104 instances in the
first 11 months of 2025, with
2,556 people arrested. Be-
tween January 2014 and No-
vember 2025, 8,632 infiltra-
tion attempts on the In-
dia-Bangladesh border led
to 21,407 arrests, the highest
among all borders. By com-
parison, the India-Pakistan
border saw 32 incidents in
2025, while India-Myanmar
had 95, and India’s borders
with Bhutan and Nepal
recorded 54 cases.
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Sin Goods: Clgarette Beedi,
Pan Masala to Be Costlier

NEW DELHI: From February 1,
pan masala, cigarettes, to-
bacco, and related products
will become costlier as the
government implements
higher levies, officials said.
Pan masala and tobacco
will attract a GST rate of
40%, while beedis will face
18% GST. In addition, a
Health and National Security
Cess will apply to pan masa-
la, and additional excise
duty will be levied on tobac-
co products. These new lev-
ies replace the existing com-
pensation cess. The Finance
Ministry has also notified
rules for packing machines
for chewing tobacco, jarda,
scented tobacco, and gut-
kha, effective from

February 1, 2026.

communities, the Centre is
keen to assess whether condi-
tions are conducive for a tran-
sition towards elected gover-
nance. According to officials,
the agenda will focus on law
and order, coordinated securi-
ty deployment, intelligence
assessment, and progress on
development initiatives in vi-
olence-affected areas.

A senior official said the

meeting would also review

recent developments on
the ground and the ef-
fectiveness of secu-

rity arrangements

put in place over the past
months. “Ensuring a stable
and secure environment will
be critical if the Centre de-
cides to facilitate a political
process in the state,” the
source added.

Manipur was placed under
President’s Rule following the
resignation of former Chief
Minister N Biren Singh amid
sustained ethnic unrest. Since
then, the state has been ad-
ministered by the Governor
with support from central secu-
rity forces. Parliament has ap-
proved multiple extensions of

Central rule, the most recent in
August 2025, extending it until
mid-February 2026.

Sources indicated that the
outcome of the January 2
meeting could set the tone for
restoring democratic gover-
nance. Any decision on gov-
ernment formation, they said,
would depend on sustained
peace, improved security con-
ditions and consensus among
political stakeholders,
aligning with the Centre’s
broader objective of long-
term stability and develop-
ment in Manipur.

‘Chief Ministership is for high command to decide’

BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister G.
Parameshwara on Thursday clarified
that any decision on the state’s Chief
Ministership lies solely with the Con-
gress high command. Speaking to the
media, he dismissed speculation linking
him to a potential leadership change.

“There is no ‘my team’. Some
friends or well-wishers may express
their views on their own. Even when
[ visit districts, some people say such
things. It is their interest, but ulti-
mately, the high command will make
a decision,” Parameshwara said.

The remarks come amid an ongo-
ing political debate within the Karna-
taka Congress as the government
reaches its halfway mark. Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah, Deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar, and Parameshwara him-
self are seen as central figures in the

unfolding internal dynamics.

Earlier, the Home Minister extend-
ed New Year greetings to the people
of Karnataka and praised the state
police for ensuring peaceful celebra-
tions. “I personally sat in the com-
mand centre, monitored the situation,

peaceful,” he said.

taining public safety.

and issued instructions wherever
large gatherings were reported. I am
very happy that the celebrations were

Parameshwara also highlighted ad-
ministrative progress in the police
department, noting the completion of
over 30 promotions, including offi-
cers moving from SP to DIG and
DIG to IG ranks. He welcomed the
Centre’s allocation of Rs 352 crore
for police modernisation, calling it a
“significant development™ after years
of requests. Senior police officials
met the Home Minister at his Benga-
luru residence earlier in the day to
review law and order and security
preparedness, reflecting the adminis-
tration’s proactive approach to main-

NY celebrations were peaceful
across K’taka: Home Minister

New Year celebrations across Karnataka,
including Bengaluru, passed off peace-
fully with no major untoward incidents,
Home Minister G Parameshwara said on
Thursday, crediting effective policing and
responsible public behaviour. Extending
New Year greetings, Parameshwara said
people celebrated the occasion “respon-
sibly”, which helped law enforcement
agencies maintain order despite large
crowds. He noted that while over 10

lakh people were expected to turn out in
Bengaluru, police estimates put partic-
ipation at around seven to eight lakh. “|
personally monitored the situation from
the command centre till 1.30 am,” he
said. The minister said the city witnessed
unprecedented security arrangements,
with 20,000 police personnel deployed
across Bengaluru. “For the first time, such
a large force was deputed, and there were
no major incidents, traffic jams or serious
accidents,” he said.

Blast near Nalagarh police station
rattles area, no casualties reported

NALAGARH

Panic briefly gripped Nal-
agarh town in Himachal
Pradesh’s Solan district on
Thursday after a blast oc-
curred in a lane near the Nal-
agarh police station, officials
said. No casualties were re-
ported in the incident, which
took place around 9.40 am.
The impact of the explosion
was strong enough to shatter
windows of nearby buildings,
with locals saying the loud
sound was heard from a dis-
tance of 400 to 500 metres.
Eyewitnesses reported that
even 16 mm-thick glass panes

India, Pakistan exchange lists of
nuclear installations, prisoners

NEW DELHI

Continuing a longstanding
practice, India and Pakistan
on Thursday exchanged lists
of nuclear installations and
prisoners, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said.

Under the 1988 bilateral
agreement prohibiting attacks
on nuclear facilities, both coun-
tries are required to share de-
tails of atomic installations an-
nually. Pakistan handed over a
list of 257 Indian prisoners,
including 199 fishermen and 58
civilians, to the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad. In-
dia similarly shared its list of
Pakistani prisoners with offi-
cials in New Delhi.

Foreign Office spokesman

Tahir Andrabi said the ex-
changes were consistent with
treaty obligations, ensuring
transparency despite strained
bilateral ties following last
May’s four-day military hos-
tilities. The prisoner lists are
exchanged biannually, in Jan-
uary and July, through diplo-
matic channels.

The nuclear installations
agreement, signed on Decem-
ber 31, 1988, and effective
from January 27, 1991, re-
quires both nations to inform
each other of facilities cov-
ered under the pact at the start
of each calendar year. The
move reflects the continuation
of dialogue on nuclear securi-
ty and consular matters, even
amid ongoing tensions.

broke and bulldmgs shook
following the blast.

Police rushed to the spot and
immediately cordoned off the
area to prevent public move-
ment. Baddi Superintendent of
Police Vinod Dhiman said a
forensic team has collected
samples from different loca-

CRANS-MONTANA,
SWITZERLAND

Several dozen people were
killed and around 100 others
injured after a powerful ex-
plosion and subsequent fire
ripped through a crowded bar
in the luxury Alpine ski resort
of Crans-Montana early
Thursday, Swiss police said.
The blast occurred as revel-
lers were celebrating the New
Year, turning a festive night
into one of Switzerland’s
deadliest tragedies in recent
years.

Police in the canton of Va-
lais confirmed that the explo-
sion took place at around

tions and the exact cause of the
explosion will be known after
laboratory analysis.

Dhiman said no threatening
calls or emails were received,
and preliminary findings sug-
gest no mischief involving
explosives. CCTV footage
from the surrounding area is
being scanned as part of the
investigation.

The SP added that a large
quantity of scrap material was
stored in the vicinity, and an
explosion caused by paint or
other chemical substances
could not be ruled out. Scrap
dealers have been instructed to
strictly follow safety norms.

Russia claims
Ukrainian drone
attack killed 24

KHERSON

Russia on Thursday accused
Ukraine of killing at least 24
people, including a child, in a
drone attack on a hotel and
café during New Year cele-
brations in a Russian-con-
trolled part of Ukraine’s
southern Kherson region.
Vladimir Saldo, the Rus-
sian-installed governor of
Kherson, said on Telegram
that three Ukrainian drones
struck a hotel and café in the
coastal village of Khorly,
where civilians had gathered
to mark the New Year.

DCM hails 2025'g0\.fernance
gains, promises Bengaluru
mobility push in 2026

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Thursday de-
scribed 2025 as a “successful
year” for Karnataka, marked
by decisive governance, infra-
structure development,
and resolution of long-pend-
ing issues, particularly in
Bengaluru.

Speaking to the media, Shi-
vakumar highlighted that the
government had delivered on
key promises, focusing on ir-
rigation, investments, and ur-
ban development. He said
traffic bottlenecks in the cap-
ital, such as at Hebbal, were
finally addressed through
long-pending works. “We
have undertaken a difficult,
long-pending work. Now
there will be no blockage, and
with the Hebbal Flyover, the
long-pending problem has
been sorted out,” he said.

Looking ahead, Shivaku-
mar promised a major push
for mobility in Bengaluru in
2026. “As far as mobility is
concerned, various initiatives
will be implemented next
year,” he noted, expressing op-
timism for smoother commutes

Majority citizens trust
polls, EVMs: K’taka survey

BENGALURU

A recent Karnataka survey has
found that most citizens be-
lieve elections in India are con-
ducted freely and fairly, with
trust in electronic voting ma-
chines (EVMs) on the rise. The
Statewide survey, covering
5,100 respondents across 102
Assembly constituencies in
Bengaluru, Belagavi, Kalabur-
agi, and Mysuru divisions, was
commissioned by Chief Elec-
toral Officer V Anbukumar.
The endline survey, con-
ducted after the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, found that
84.55% of respondents agreed
that elections are free and fair,
with the highest trust in Kala-
buragi (84.67% agree, 10.19%
strongly agree). Belagavi fol-
lowed with 69.62% agreement
and 19.24% strong agreement.
Regarding EVMs, 83.61%
of respondents considered
them trustworthy. Trust was
highest in Kalaburagi (83.24%

‘Several dozen’ killed, 100 injured in explosion at crowded bar

1.30 am local time at a popu-
lar bar named Le Constella-
tion. While authorities de-
clined to provide a precise
death toll, Italy’s foreign
ministry, citing information
from Swiss police, said
approximately 40 people
were believed to have been
killed.

“There has been an explo-
sion of unknown origin.
There are several injured, and
several dead,” police spokes-
person Gaetan Lathion told,
adding that more than 100
people were inside the build-
ing at the time. Cantonal
president Mathias Reynard
said what should have been a

moment of celebration
“turned into a nightmare.”
The injured were rushed to
hospitals across the region,
including facilities in Laus-
anne, Geneva and Zurich.
Officials said several victims

could be foreign nationals, as
Crans-Montana is a major in-
ternational tourist destination.

Authorities sealed off the
area and imposed a tempo-
rary no-fly zone as rescue
and forensic teams worked

Deputy CM says state
delivered on promises,
infrastructure expansion
key highlight.

and improved urban transport.

The Deputy CM also cited
historic decisions in the Irri-
gation Department and the
Cauvery water dispute, de-
scribing them as milestones
for the state. He emphasized
that Karnataka’s governance
achievements had earned na-
tional recognition, with even
the Prime Minister reportedly
praising the state’s efforts.

Shivakumar lauded the
Home Department and police
for maintaining law and order
during New Year celebrations,
congratulating Home Minister
G. Parameshwara for ensuring
security despite alleged
threats.

Recalling his 35-year polit-
ical journey, Shivakumar
claimed that the government’s
initiatives in 2025 reflected an
unprecedented level of ad-
ministrative focus and com-
mitment, laying the founda-
tion for further transformation
across Karnataka in 2026.

agree, 11.24% strongly agree),
followed by Mysuru (70.67%
agree, 17.92% strongly agree).
This marks an increase from
77.9% in 2023.

The survey also revealed
that 16.3% of respondents
faced inducements, mainly
government scheme benefits
(42.26%) and job promises
(34.09%), with Kalaburagi
and Bengaluru showing high-
er incidences. Women’s voting
autonomy showed mixed re-
sults: 34.57% agreed they
needed to consult male family
members before voting, while
51.64% disagreed. Of the re-
spondents, 95.75% said they
voted in the 2024 elections,
and 95.44% confirmed their
names were correctly listed on
the voter rolls. The survey,
conducted by Mysuru-based
GRAAM (Grassroots Re-
search and Advocacy Move-
ment), provides insight into
citizens’ confidence in Karna-
taka’s electoral process.

through the debris. Police
commander Frédéric Gisler
described the scale of loss as
“devastating.”

Officials said preliminary
findings suggest the incident
was accidental and not ter-
ror-related. While early re-
ports mentioned an explo-
sion, fire officials indicated
the blast may have been
caused by the blaze itself.
Unconfirmed reports have
suggested fireworks or pyro-
technics could be involved.

A reception centre and
helpline have been set up for
affected families as investiga-
tions continue into the exact
cause of the disaster.
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Honour killing: PUCL holds

black robe

MYSURU

Condemning the honour kill-
ing in Dharwad, a silent black
robes protest was be held on
Thursday between 5 and 6.30
pm at Gandhi Square in My-
sore city by a group of peo-
ple’s action groups and civil
organizations such as PUCL,
Karnataka Forum Against
Atrocities on Women.

In a joint press release here
on Thursday, Kamal Gopi-
nath, President and V Purush-
ottam, General Secretary,
PUCL Mysore have strongly
condemned the killing in the
name of disgustingly shame-
ful ‘honour’ based on medie-
val yet still hugely prevalent
notions of caste superiority,
actively fueled also by the
Manu Smrithi advocates.
What provoked the attack was
the marriage of an “upper”
caste woman to a “lower”
caste man, thereby bringing
“dishonour” to her family and
clan. Manya (née Manya Pa-
til) was a Lingayat, and her
decision to marry a Madiga
(Scheduled Caste) man had
incurred the family’s wrath,
and the killing that followed.

They said curtains come
down on the year 2025 for the

A

women of Karnataka with one
of the most inhuman crimes
that shatters and questions the
morals of humanity in the
21st century — the evil killing
of, a pregnant 19-year-old
Mandya Vivekananda Dodda-
mani by her father and his
supporters at Inam Veerapur
village in Dharwad district in
north Karnataka on December
21, 2025. The grievously in-
jured woman, married a few
months ago and pregnant,
died in the hospital.

They said PUCL is clear
that merely changes in the
law cannot stem this social
slur and calls for concerted
action by all sections of soci-
ety, especially the political

W

class and self-proclaimed
leaders of different faiths. As-
sertive action in this case
alone will not stem this dia-
bolical thinking and acts. It
requires a deeper social ac-
tion. PUCL, protests this kill-
ing, plus other cases of in-
creasing atrocities against
women, compounded by the
judicial delay in disposal of
cases and support being re-
ceived by the perpetrators of
such crimes from the powers
that be. Members from Sa-
matha Vedike, RLHP, Sa-
matha Adhyayana Kendra,
Odanadi Seva Trust, AIMSS
and Dwanai Mahila Okkuta
participated in the silent black
robes protest.

stinCity

SUBMITS MEMORANDUM
Meanwhile, members of
Dalit Sangarsh Samithi met
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr P.Shivaraj and
submitted a memorandum
to him condemning the
Dharwad honour killing in-
cident and demanded a stern
action against the guilty.

They said in the 21st cen-
tury such incidents had
been taking place which
was an insult to the whole
humanity.

At a time when everyone
was striving to banish
casteism, the incident of
honour killing reflected
the mentality of the people
till date.

“Speak in Kannada while
you are in Karnataka”

MYSURU

Noted theatre activist and ac-
tor Mandya Ramesh said peo-
ple must talk in Kannada
while living in Karnataka.
Speaking as the
chief guest at the
69th Kannada Ra-
jyotsava celebra-
tion and award
ceremony orga-
nized by the Dr.
Gangubai Hangal
Music and Per-
forming Arts Uni-
versity of Karnata-

should remain in our children,
so that they can live in Kan-
nada.

Among the hundreds of en-
gineers who built the Burj

Khalifa, two were from Man-

dya. One of them
was from Dubai.
When they found
out that he had
gone to Dubai,
they invited me to
their house for din-
ner and their lan-
guage skills were
amazing. “ I was
amazed to see the

ka, he said in re-  The University of love and affection
cent times, it has  Musicisinviting and for our food and
become a kind of  honoring deserving culture”. Speaking
passion for people ~ individuals. Itis after accepting the
living in slums to ~commendable that award, film direc-
L the honors are being -
have invitation ; : tor B. Suresh said
. . given here without
cards printed in inviting any that no other state
English. Also, the  applications, celebrates the state
names of movies  without seeking formation day. It is
are in English. recommendations, only in Karnataka.
This trend is wor-  and without At the same
rying. There are  considering caste. time, the Kalavahi-
wonderful names —MandyaRamesh,  ni episode was re-
in Kannada itself, Actor  leased. Famous

why leave them in

English? He questioned.
Ramesh said love for Kan-

nada should come from the

mind. The roots of mother

love and mother tongue

Bharatanatyam
‘Kalavidhi Dr. Vasundhara
Dore Swamy, singer Dr. Sukan-
ya Prabhakar, film director B.
Suresh, and stage artist Rajappa
Kiragasur were felicitated.

Free eye check-up camp,
legal assistance program
mark 9th anniversary

MYSURU

The 9th anniversary of the Hu-
man Rights Service Committee
was celebrated meaningfully
through an eye check-up camp,
legal awareness-assistance pro-
gram, and an award ceremony.
In a program organized at the
Rotary Hall on JLB Road as
part of Human Rights Day.

Achievers from various
fields, including Human
Rights Service Committee
State President Dr. Seetha-
ramegowda, Karnataka
Sugama Sangeetha Parishad
Mysore Unit President Dr.
Nagaraj A. Byri, senior jour-
nalist Amshi Prasannakumar,
Mysore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry President
K.B. Lingaraju, and Kodagu
District Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission Chair-
person C. Renukamba, were
felicitated with the Manavarat-
na State Award.

Doctors at the Aenoja Eye
Hospital conducted eye exam-
inations on hundreds of people.

At the same time, ex-service-
men and farmers were felicitat-
ed. A cultural program per-
formed by the students enter-
tained everyone.

Arjun, an advocate said for
online frauds, legal aid should
be provided to the educated
people who are facing difficul-
ties. They are hesitant to go to
lawyers for advice but they can
get free legal aid from legal ser-
vices.

Kodagu District Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commis-
sion Chairperson Renukamba
said that they should protect
our rights and respect the rights
of others and then there will be
no conflicts in the society.

Karnataka State Sahitya Par-
ishad Chairperson M.C. Chon-
damma Ponnappa said that
children should be made aware
of the law. She suggested that
the use of mobile phones,
which is harmful to the mental
and physical health of children,
should be reduced.

Human Rights Service Com-
mittee Founder President Sturi
Chandru, State General Secre-
tary Shivaraj, Vice President
Nataraj, Mysore Ahila Nagar
President Amina Begum, Prin-
cipal Secretary L. Rupa, Dis-
trict President Mula Yakumar,
Working President Tejas Prith-
viraj, Suru District President
Karate Kiran, Mysore President
Santosh Antony were present.

New year welcomed with

MYSURU

New Year celebrations were
held today at the Bala Bodid-
ni Government School in
Chamundipuram, Mysore in
Mysuru on Thursday.
Uniforms were distributed
to 23 students studying in the
government school and

distribution of school uniforms

sweets were distributed to all
of them. New Year greetings
were wished to all the chil-
dren. This program was orga-
nized with the BJP President
of Chamaraja constituency,
Gopal Raja Urs, and Mysore
Municipal Council former
Member, M V Ramaprasad,
and friends.

Vishnuvardhan was a champion

MYSURU

The 16th death anniversary of
Karnataka Ratna, Sahasa Sim-
ha Dr. Vishnuvardhan was ob-
served at D Devaraja Urs
Road in Mysuru by the Alli-
ance Club of Mysuru Nalvadi.
On the occasion, former MP
Prathap Simha, offered floral
tributes to the portrait of Dr.
Vishnuvardhan and said that
Sahasa Simha, the pride of
Kannadigas, Dr. Vishnuvard-
han, remains vividly alive in
the hearts of people as a cham-
pion of human values and
through his excellent acting.
He described Vishnuvard-
han as a legend of the Kanna-
da film industry, the Bhargava
of acting. On his death anni-
versary of Sahasa Simha Dr.

of human values: Ex-
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Vishnuvardhan, they offer
their hundred-crore saluta-
tions. K. B. Lingaraju, Presi-
dent of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry; Bettegow-
da, of the Alliance Club of
Mysuru Nalvadi; Dinesh Gow-
da, BJP President of Chamara-
ja Constituency; Manju, BJP

MP

Smha

i

Emarx

President of Narasimharaja
Constituency; Vikram lyengar,
President of KMPK Trust; an-
chor Ajay Shastri; Sandesh
Pawar, Vasantha Manish, Mo-
hith Gowda, Umesh, Yash-
wanth, Vinod Aras, Prakash
Rx, Srinivas, Gopal, and oth-
ers were present.

TAKE NECESSARY ACTION
REGARDING FALSE CERTIFICATES

HUNSUR

Although earlier SC/ST com-
mittee members had asserted
that 13 families residing on
Bachalli Road on the outskirts
of the city belonged to the
Soliga community, there is no
documentary evidence to
prove that these families be-
long either to the Soliga or
Jenu Kuruba communities,
informed Gangadhar, Taluk
Welfare Officer of the Sched-
uled Tribes, at the meeting.

Providing information at the
divisional-level SC/ST meet-
ing held at the Sub-Divisional
Officer’s office, he stated that
after visiting and inspecting
the site several times, it was
found that only nine families
are currently residing there,
and none of them possess any
documents establishing their
belonging to the Jenu Kuruba
or Soliga communities. The
department has also received
complaints alleging that cer-
tain organisations are forcibly
attempting to include these
families under the Jenu Kuru-
ba community.

Responding to the informa-
tion, Sub-Divisional Officer
R. Manjunath instructed the
officials to closely examine
whether false caste certifi-

cates have been issued or ob-
tained and to submit a de-
tailed report after thorough
scrutiny.

When a committee member
alleged that officials had
failed to extend housing
schemes to Scheduled Caste
families in Biligere village,
Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officer Hongayya replied that
out of 65 Scheduled Caste
families in the village, 56
families have already been
issued housing title deeds. Of
the remaining nine beneficia-
ries, four have availed bene-
fits under other schemes, and
proposals have been submit-
ted to the Rajiv Gandhi Hous-
ing Corporation for the re-
maining five beneficiaries, he
informed.

Regarding the installation
of a Dr. B.R. Ambedkar stat-
ue, members stated that clear
information about the location
is yet to be received and
sought answers from the offi-
cials. Responding to this,
Tahsildar Manjunath said that
the file related to identifying
land for installing the Ambed-
kar statue in the city is cur-
rently with the Public Works
Department Secretary’s of-
fice, and the matter has been
brought to the attention of the

MLA for further action.

Speaking on the issue of
providing sites to 30 nomadic
families along the banks of
the Lakshmanatirtha River in
Kattemalavadi village, com-
mittee member Ashok said
that houses have already been
constructed and provided to
seven nomadic families resid-
ing in the village. He clarified
that 30 families are not resid-
ing there, and alleged that due
to the collusion of previous
committee members, huts had
mushroomed along the river-
bank, with unknown persons
residing in them. He stated
that theft incidents have in-
creased in the village and sur-
rounding areas due to these
occupants, and villagers have
submitted a memorandum re-
questing the taluk administra-
tion to take immediate action.

Ashok further informed the
meeting that illegal Kerala
lottery sales are rampant in
H.D. Kote, Periyapatna, and
Hunsur, and that tobacco auc-
tion sales are allegedly taking
place in Kattemalavadi vil-
lage. He said that around the
auction market, Kerala lottery
and ganja (marijuana) sales
networks have increased,
trapping farmers in these ille-
gal activities.

RC PATIL URGES PEOPLE
TO SHINE IN

HET
riaramont

MYSURU

Regional Commissioner Ni-
tesh Patil hoped that people of
Mysuru and the state should
achieve even greater success
in all fields.

Speaking at the felicitation
ceremony organised on Mon-
day at the EMRC auditorium,
Manasa Gangotri, by the
Vishwamanava Mysuru Uni-
versity Employees’ Forum
and the Nava Vishwamanava
Trust, honouring Prof. Anita
Vimal Braggs, Principal of
the College of Fine Arts, and
other achievers, he said My-
suru has adequate facilities to
excel in every field and these
must be utilised effectively.
Recognising and honouring
achievers is a good practice
as it encourages them to at-
tain even greater accomplish-
ments.

Patil said it was heartening
to know that Prof. Anita Vi-
mal Braggs, who is retiring,
has rendered outstanding ser-
vice as Principal of Mahara-
ja’s and the College of Fine
Arts. In particular, she served
for 38 years as an English
professor and shaped thou-
sands of students. He wished
her a healthy and fulfilling
post-retirement life and ex-
pressed hope that she would
continue to serve society.

Prof. Anita Vimal Braggs

FELICITATED

Senior journalist Amshi Prasannakumar, scientist Dr. S. Sri-
kantaswamy, NSS Programnme Coordinator Dr. M.B. Suresh,
District Rajyotsava Award recipients Dr. Vijayalakshmi Mana-
pur and Dr. B.K. Gnanaprakash, Education Board member
Suresh Palya, Thimmaiah, and Mysuru University Sports
Department Officer B.S. Ravi were felicitated.
Winners of various sports competitions—P. Shashidhar, N.
Prajwal, H.N. Charan, Darshan S. Belakeri, S.K. Chaluvaraju,
R. Mahesh, S.C. Sathvik, Prateek S. Patil, T.S. Pavan, C. Aditya,
Y. Prithviraj, K.R. Subhash, K.S. Rakshitha, M. Amulya, S. Na-
gashree, M. Hamsa, Chandana Gaddi, S.M. Nandini, A. Prithiv,
N.C. Keerthana, Aishwarya, and B.C. Nayanaa—were also
honoured. In addition, NSS and NCC cadets of Yuvaraja’s
College were felicitated.

said she had served as Princi-
pal of Maharaja’s College, the
University Evening College,
and the College of Fine Arts.
In addition to being an En-
glish professor in these insti-
tutions, she had also served at
Yuvaraja’s College. She said
this was a kind of blessing for
a language teacher.

She said she had worked
quietly throughout her ser-
vice, but humbly added that
she had learned more from
her students than she had
taught them.

She expressed her appreci-
ation that although women do
not receive much encourage-
ment in the university system,
her students—now professors
themselves—Dr. M.S. Sapna
and Dr. H.P. Jyoti have moved
forward and achieved what
they aspired to.

She said that despite her re-
luctance, Vasudeva and the
office-bearers of the Vish-
wamanava Forum organised
this farewell programme. Fol-
lowing the example of former
Mabharaja’s College Principal
Prof. C.P. Suneetha, she an-
nounced on the spot that she
would support the Trust by
providing scholarships and
handed over a cheque.

University Finance Officer
K.S. Rekha, retired Director
of Gandhi Bhavan and the
Oriental Research Institute
Prof. S. Shivrajappa, Syndi-
cate member Mahadeshu, and
professors Dr. M.S. Sapna
and Dr. H.P. Jyoti also spoke.

Syndicate member Kyatha-
nahalli Nagaraju, Forum Pres-
ident R. Vasudeva, Secretary
Vinod, and other office-bear-
ers were present.

Injustice to construction
labourers decried

MYSURU

The Karnataka State Building
and Other Construction Work-
ers Welfare Board is extorting
money from construction
workers. Under the name
Ambedkar Seva Kendra, a
newly created website (app)
claims to provide free online
registration for genuine con-
struction workers. However,
through this new website,
%100 is being collected from
workers for new registration
and 50 for renewal, alleged
G.Siddaraju, state president of
the Karnataka State Bharata
Mata Building Workers Union

In a press release here, he
said even after months, genu-
ine workers are not receiving
their renewal cards. Similarly,
new registration cards are not
getting approval at all. When
workers approach the office
to inquire, officials say that a
site inspection of the work-
place is required, but without
conducting any inspection,
the cards are being rejected.
In addition to this, benefits
that should rightfully reach
workers on time—such as
maternity assistance, accident
compensation, children’s
scholarships, and pension

amounts—are not being dis-
bursed even after a year. De-
spite all this, the Labour Wel-
fare Board and the Labour
Department are behaving like
the proverb “the cat eats the
butter and smears it on the
dog’s mouth,” by facilitating
money-making for agents in
the name of tenders.

Siddaraju said Labour Min-
ister Santosh Lad, at his own
discretion, is introducing sev-
eral useless schemes such as
substandard kits, training
camps, health camps, and mo-
bile hospitals, which are of no
real benefit, thereby doing
injustice to workers. Further-
more, workers who have mi-
grated from other states such
as Odisha, Bihar, and Rajas-
than are being issued labour
cards in our state, and the
benefits meant for Karnata-
ka’s construction workers are
being provided to workers
from other states. The Labour
Department and the Labour
Welfare Board immediately
must stop all these practices.
Failing this, all building and
other construction workers’
organisations across Karnata-
ka will come together and
launch an intense agitation, he
warned.
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Colours Crown the Night as Mysore Palace

SHYAM SUNDARVATTAM
MYSURU

The majestic Mysore Palace trans-
formed into a dazzling spectacle
on Wednesday night as thousands
of people gathered to usher in the
New Year 2026 amid colour, cheer
and royal grandeur.

Braving the biting cold, fami-
lies, tourists and youngsters
thronged the palace premises, ea-
gerly awaiting the magical mo-
ment when the clock would strike
midnight.

As the final seconds of 2025
ticked away, excitement rippled
through the crowd. The count-
down echoed across the illuminat-
ed palace grounds—9, 8, 7, 6, 5,
4, 3,2, 1—and the very instant the
clock touched 12 am, the night
sky burst into life. Authorities of
the Mysore Palace Board set off
vibrant green crackers, triggering
a spectacular firework display that
marked the arrival of the New

Year in royal style.
For a continuous 15 minutes,
without a single pause, a mesmer-

ising cascade of crackers lit up the
skies above the palace. A melange
of colours rent the darkness—

greens, reds, golds and silvers
dancing against the backdrop of
the brilliantly illuminated palace.

Welcomes 2026 in Regal Style

The audience watched with bated
breath, their eyes fixed upward as
thunderous claps from the crowd
blended seamlessly with the
booming fireworks.
phones were raised high as people
hurried to capture the unforgetta-
ble moments. Shouts of “Happy
New Year” filled the air, with
strangers exchanging smiles,
greetings and handshakes, mo-
mentarily forgetting all barriers of
familiarity. The festive spirit unit-
ed everyone present, turning the
palace precincts into a sea of joy
and celebration.

Adding to the vibrancy of the
occasion was the culmination of
I the ten-day Flower Show organ-
% ised by the Palace Board. Thou-
sands of visitors had flocked to the
palace over the past days to wit-
ness the colourful floral arrange-
ments, and Wednesday marked the
grand finale of the exhibition, fur-
ther enhancing the festive mood.

The Palace Board has been cel-

Mobile

ebrating New Year festivities for
the past few years, much to the
delight of tourists who throng My-
suru during the year-end holiday
season. This initiative has steadily
grown into a major attraction,
blending heritage with contempo-
rary celebration.

In the wake of last week’s tragic
helium gas cylinder blast that
claimed three lives, the police had
made elaborate security arrange-
ments in and around the palace.
As a precautionary measure, every
visitor was thoroughly frisked be-
fore being allowed entry into the
palace premises. The police also
imposed a complete ban on heli-
um gas balloons across the city to
prevent any untoward incidents.

With tight security, disciplined
crowds and a breathtaking display
of colours, the New Year celebra-
tion at Mysore Palace stood as a
perfect blend of safety, splendour
and shared happiness—an unfor-
gettable royal welcome to 2026.

New Year Dawn Sees Sea of
Devotees on Chamundi H111 2z

MYSURU wari’s blessmgs gives me immense
peace,” said Ramesh, a devotee
from Nazarbad.

The Chamundi Hill Development
Authority arranged separate queues
to ensure hassle-free darshan, while
the police installed metal barricades
and strictly enforced the queue sys-
tem. An adequate number of police
personnel were deployed to manage
the swelling crowds and maintain
order.

“Despite the heavy rush, every-
thing was well organised. The po-
lice and volunteers guided us pa-
tiently,” said Lakshmi, a devotee
who came with her family from
Bengaluru.

In anticipation of the large turn-
out, Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy had convened
a high-level meeting two days ear-
lier to review preparations and issue
necessary directions to officials to
ensure that no untoward incidents
occurred during the celebrations.

Hundreds of tourists visiting My-
suru for the New Year celebrations
also joined the devotees, adding to
the festive fervour on the hill.

“The atmosphere here is divine.
Climbing the hill in the cold morn-
ing and seeing the goddess is an
unforgettable experience,” said Ani- |
ta, a tourist from Chennai.

The event passed off peacefully
without any incidents. However, |
police bandobast will continue for
the next two to three days in view of
ongoing religious programmes on
Chamundi Hill.

Thousands of devotees thronged
Chamundi Hill on Thursday to ush-
er in the New Year with divine
blessings, continuing a long-stand-
ing tradition of beginning the year
with a temple visit.

As per belief, visiting a temple on
the first day of the New Year is con-
sidered auspicious, ensuring pros-
perity and protection throughout the
year. Since Goddess Chamundesh-
wari is the presiding deity of Mysu-
ru, devotees from across the city
and neighbouring districts made a
beeline to the hilltop shrine to seek
her blessings.

Braving the early morning chill,
devotees began arriving at the hill as
early as 4 a.m. While many climbed
the sacred 1,001 steps from the foot-
hills, others reached the temple us-
ing public transport. Hundreds of
regular worshippers parked their
vehicles at the foothills and under-
took the spiritual climb, while tour-
ists joined the Mysureans in large
numbers.

To prevent traffic congestion and
chaos, the district administration
imposed a ban on private vehicles at
the hilltop. The KSRTC Mysuru
Division rose to the occasion by op-
erating special bus services from
early morning, enabling smooth
transportation of devotees to the
shrine.

“I climb the 1,001 steps every
New Year without fail. Starting the
year with Goddess Chamundesh-

The Art and Sculpture of Immortal
Sculptor Jakanachari Are Eternal:
MLC Dr Thimmaiah

MYSURU

The art and sculpture of Vish-
wakarma, the immortal sculp-
tor Jakanachari, are eternal and
everlasting. His artistic cre-
ations possess the power to
shine brighter with the passage
of time. Even after lakhs of
years, his art and sculpture
will remain immortal and con-
tinue to illuminate future gen-
erations, said Member of the
Legislative Council Dr. D.
Thimmaiah. He was speaking
after inaugurating the Vishwa-
karma Immortal Sculptor Ja-
kanachari Memorial Day—
2026 by lighting the lamp and
offering floral tributes to the
portrait of Jakanachari. The
programme was organised to-
day by the district administra-
tion, the Department of Kan-
nada and Culture, and the My-
suru City Corporation at the
Kiruranga Theatre located in
the Karnataka Kalamandira in
Mysuru on Thursday.

He said carving images on
stone is an extremely difficult
task. However, one can see
how beautifully immortal
sculptor Jakanachari carved
temples. It is impossible to
place a value on his hard work
and dedication. No matter
which country they visit, the
kind of temple sculptures and

idol carvings found in India
are not seen anywhere else.
This is because of the sculp-
tors. The Vishwakarma com-
munity has imbibed the ideals
and hard work of immortal
sculptor Jakanachari and con-
tinues to preserve his legac.
Another MLC C. N. Manje-
gowda said that immortal
sculptor Jakanachari was one
of Karnataka’s greatest sculp-
tors, who gained immense
popularity through his extraor-
dinary carvings. By observing
memorial days of such great
personalities, they are remem-
bered, and the art and sculp-
ture of immortal sculptor Ja-
kanachari serve as an inspira-
tion to all of them. No matter
how many generations pass,
the name of immortal sculptor

Jakanachari will remain eter-
nal. Everyone should learn
about Jakanachari.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Chamaraja Assembly
Constituency MLA K. Harish
Gowda said that no sculptor in
India can erase the name of
Jakanachari. That is why he is
called Amara Shilpi Ja-
kanachari (Immortal Sculptor
Jakanachari). The Vishwakar-
ma community today has a
large population. Without this
community, there would be no
India, because for a marriage
to take place, the mangalsutra
has to be made; to build a
house, carpentry work is need-
ed—both require the Vishwa-
karma community. No auspi-
cious ceremony can be con-
ducted without their work.

Two Lakh Laddus Sweeten New Year at
Yogalakshmmarammha Swamy Temple

MYSURU

The Sri Yogalakshminara-
simha Swamy Temple at Vi-
jayanagar witnessed an
overwhelming turnout of
devotees on Thursday as two
lakh laddus were distributed
to mark the New Year cele-
brations, transforming the
temple premises into a hub
of devotion, discipline and
festivity.

As part of the age-old tra-
dition of beginning the New
Year by seeking divine
blessings, devotees from
various parts of Mysuru city
and neighbouring areas
gathered in large numbers at
the temple from the early
hours of the morning. The
laddu distribution was or-
ganised as a prasada seva,
symbolising prosperity, har-
mony and divine grace for

the year ahead.

Devotees queued up pa-
tiently, chanting the name of
Lord Yogalakshminarasim-
ha, as volunteers and temple
staff ensured the smooth dis-
tribution of laddus. Special
arrangements were made to
manage the heavy crowd,
with clearly marked queues,
drinking water facilities and
the presence of volunteers to
guide the devotees.

“The laddu prasada on
New Year’s Day has a spe-
cial significance. It brings
positivity and strength to our
family,” said Srinivas, a reg-
ular devotee from Vi-
jayanagar.

The temple administration
had begun preparations sev-
eral days in advance, ensur-
ing that the laddus were pre-
pared hygienically using
quality ingredients. Devo-

tees appreciated the system-

atic arrangements, which
helped avoid overcrowding
and ensured that everyone
received prasada without
any inconvenience.

“This is our way of thank-
ing the Lord for His bless-
ings and seeking guidance
for the coming year. The
arrangements are excellent,”
said Lakshmi Narayan, a
devotee who visited the tem-
ple with his family.

The festive atmosphere
was enhanced by the devo-
tional ambience, with bha-
jans and chants echoing
throughout the temple com-
plex. Elders, children and
women were seen participat-
ing with equal enthusiasm,
reflecting the deep-rooted
spiritual culture of the city.

Temple authorities said
that such large-scale prasada

distribution fosters a sense
of unity and devotion among
the public. “The objective is
to spread joy and devotion
while ensuring discipline
and safety,” a temple official
said.

Despite the massive turn-
out, the event passed off
peacefully, thanks to the co-
operation of devotees and
the dedicated efforts of vol-
unteers. Adequate police
presence ensured smooth
crowd management through-
out the day.

The distribution of two
lakh laddus not only added
sweetness to the New Year
celebrations but also rein-
forced the spiritual bond be-
tween the devotees and Sri
Yogalakshminarasimha
Swamy, making it a memo-
rable and auspicious begin-
ning to the year.

Power
Interruption in
Mysuru tomorrow

MYSURU

Due to underground cable in-
stallation works being carried
out by the Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply Corpora-
tion Limited (CESC), there
will be an interruption in
power supply on January 03
from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.
in areas falling under the V.V.
Mohalla Sub-Division.

Under the MUDA Ground
11 kV feeder, the affected ar-
eas include Vijayanagar 2nd
Stage, the areas behind Vidy-
avardhaka College, Saptapadi
Choultry, Oyster Bay, and
surrounding localities.

Under the Gokulam 11 kV
feeder, the power disruption
will affect Gokulam 3rd
Stage, Doctors’ Corner, My-
sore One Ground, ESI Quar-
ters, and surrounding areas.

Under the Brindavan 11
kV feeder, power supply will
be interrupted in Jayadevana-
gar, Lokanayakanagar,
Mathuranagar, areas sur-
rounding Lingayyana Kere,
areas around the Post Office,
Hebbal Main Road, and near-
by localities.

Mysuru Youth celebrated
New Year in novel way

MYSURU

By distributing blankets, the
youth conveyed a meaningful
message to society by cele-
brating the New Year in a pur-
poseful manner.

Instead of indulging in fun
and revelry during the New
Year, a group of youths from
the KMPK Charitable Trust
welcomed the New Year in a
special way by distributing
blankets to homeless people
living on the streets.

For the past 30 consecutive
days, the Trust has been con-
tinuously distributing blankets
to homeless and helpless peo-
ple sleeping on roadsides.

On the last day of the year,
without engaging in celebra-
tions or entertainment, the
youths visited the areas around
Bandipalya Vegetable Market
and personally enquired about
the homeless people sleeping
there before distributing blan-
kets. On this special final day
of the year, several youths
joined hands with the KMPK
Trust to extend their support.

The youth community dis-
played humanity by going to
the locations where homeless
people were living under
trucks and distributing blan-
kets to them. At a time when
many youths, influenced by
Western culture, choose to cel-
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ebrate the New Year by travel-
ling with friends to tourist
spots, bursting crackers, cut-
ting cakes, indulging in alco-
hol, and dancing in celebra-
tion, these youths set an exam-
ple by distributing blankets to
more than 50 homeless people,
thereby celebrating the New
Year in a meaningful way and
delivering a strong message to
society. On this occasion,
KMPK Trust President Vikram
Iyengar, BJP leader Jogi Man-
ju, Congress leader G. Ra-
ghavendra, theatre artist Amit,
anchor Ajay Shastri, S. N.
Rajesh, Rakesh, Manjunath,
Harish Naidu Duh and several
others were present.
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Strike Ban Shock_
for Transport

Workers

Bengaluru
Transport employees in
Karnataka received a jolt
ahead of the New Year
after the state govern-
ment issued a notification
banning strikes for the
next six months, effective
January 1,2026. The order
directs transport workers
not to resort to strikes un-
der any circumstances
during this period. The
earlier notification re-
stricting strikes expired on
December 31,2025, fol-
lowing which the govern-
ment issued a fresh order
extending the ban. Au-
thorities warned that
strict action would be
taken if the directive is
violated, including the
possible invocation of
the Essential Services
Maintenance Act
(ESMA).

Teenage Girl Dies by
Suicide Following
Parents’ Separation

Bengaluru
A17-year-old girl allegedly
died by suicide in Ben-
galuru, reportedly dis-
tressed by her parents’
separation, police said on
Thursday. The deceased,
identified as Lekhna, had
recently failed her Class
10 examinations and was
staying at home with her
mother after her parents
separated due to a family
dispute. Her father was
living separately. Police
said Lekhna left a note
stating that she felt lonely
and deprived of parental
love, and held herself re-
sponsible for her death.
She was found hanging at
her residence on Wednes-
day night. The body has
been sent to the KIMS
Hospital mortuary
for post-mortem
examination.

Metro Boom on NY Eve:
8.93 Lakh Passengers,
¥3.08 Cr Revenue

Bengaluru
Namma Metro recorded a
massive surge in ridership

on New Year’s Eve, with
8.93 lakh passengers trav-
elling in a single day and
generating ¥3.08 crorein
revenue. In view of the
New Year celebrations,
the Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BM-
RCL) extended service
hours on the Purple, Green
and Yellow lines. On De-
cember 31,2025, metro
services operated from 5
am till 3:10 am the next
day to accommodate
late-night commuters.
During the extended oper-
ations, a total of 8,93,903
passengers used the met-
ro network. The three cor-
ridors together earned
¥3.08 crore in fare revenue
in a single day, reflecting
the growing dependence
on metro services for safe
and efficient travel during
major city events.

28 IPS Officers Promoted, 20 SPs Transferred in Reshuffle

Karnataka state government announces promotions and transfers of 48 IPS officers for New Year

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
carried out a major adminis-
trative reshuffle in the police
department, ordering the pro-
motion of 28 Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers and the
transfer of 20 others across
the state. The changes, an-
nounced are aimed at
strengthening policing, ad-
ministration and leadership
across key departments.
Among the senior officers
promoted to the rank of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) are Dr M B Boralinga-
iah (Southern Zone), Ramni-
vas Sepat (National Police
Training School, Hyderabad),
Anupama Agarwal (CRPF),

Ajay Hilori (Additional Com-
missioner of Police, CCB,
Bengaluru), and Dr Rohini
Katoch Sepat (National Police
Training School, Hyderabad).

A large group of officers
has been elevated to the rank
of Deputy Inspector General
of Police (DIG). Those pro-
moted include Dr Bhimashan-
kar S Guled (CID, Economic
Offences Wing), Nikam
Prakash Amrit (Central Ser-
vice), G Rabad (National Po-
lice Training School), Rahul
Kumar Shahpurvad (NIA,
Delhi), Dharmendra Kumar
Meena (Central Service), Ila-
kiya Karunakaran (Nisthuntu
Wing), Dr C B Vedamurthy
(Intelligence Wing), K M
Shantaraju (ISD, Bengaluru),

Hanumantharaya (Human
Rights Commission), D De-
varaj (Police Training), Dr D
R Sirigouri (Karnataka Lo-
kayukta), Dr K Dharanidevi
(Intelligence Wing), S Savita
(Home Guards), C K Baba
(KSRP), Abdul Ahad (BMTC
Vigilance), S Girish (An-
ti-Narcotics Force), M Put-

RESHUFFLE

tamadaiah (Principal, Police
Training School, Kalaburagi),
T Sreedhar (Police Headquar-
ters), M Ashwini (UNMISS),
A N Prakash Gowda (Special
Task Force), Jinendra
Khanagavi (Prisons), G K
Rashmi (Railway Police), T P
Shivakumar (SCRB), N Vish-
nuvardhan (Police Academy,

Mysuru), Dr Sajeev M Patil
(Chief of Police), Kamchari
(Prison Security), H D Anand
Kumar (Cyber Command), and
Kala Krishnamurthy (Crime
Division, Police Headquarters).

In addition, officers includ-
ing Dr Anoop Shetty, Harish
Pandey, Sumana D Pannekar,
Divya Sara Thomas, Dika
Kishore Babu, C B Rishyant,
Nisha James, Madhura Veena
and M V Chandrakanth (SP,
Bengaluru Rural) have also
been promoted.

The government has also
ordered the transfer of 20 IPS
officers, including Moham-
med Sujitha (Southeastern
Division, Bengaluru), M
Muthuraj (Chamarajanagar),
Sara Fatima (Railways),

Arunangashu Giri (Raichur),
Mithun Kumar (Northeastern
Division), N Yatish (Western
Division), Saidullah Adawat
(Whitefield Division), Mal-
likarjun Baladandi (Mysuru),
Pawan Nijjur (Ballari), Dr VJ
Shobharani (Mandya), Dr B T
Kavita (CID), Nikhil (Shiva-
mogga), Hariram Shankar
(Udupi), A Srinivasulu (Kala-
buragi), Ranjith Kumar Bandru
(Chitradurga), K Ramarajan
(Belagavi), K V Ashok (Tu-
makuru), Kannika Shikarival
(Kolar), Shubanvita (Hassan)
and Vikram Amte (Eastern
Division, Bengaluru).

The reshuffle is expected to
take effect immediately and
play a key role in policing and
governance in 2026.

OC Rule Relaxed for 30x40
Plots in Rural Karnataka

BENGALURU

In a major relief to farmhouse
owners and newly built proper-
ty owners in rural Karnataka,
the state government has re-
laxed the mandatory Occupan-
cy Certificate (OC) require-
ment for certain categories of
houses constructed under gram
panchayat (GP) limits.
According to officials from the
Rural Development and Pancha-
yat Raj (RDPR) department, the
exemption applies to newly con-
structed residential buildings built
on 30x40 sq ft plots in rural areas
falling within gram panchayat
jurisdiction. The relaxation has
come into effect immediately.
As per the RDPR notifica-
tion, any residential building
comprising ground floor plus
two floors (G+2) or stilt plus
three floors (Stilt+3), construct-
ed on a 30x40 sq ft plot in rural
areas, will be exempted from
obtaining a mandatory OC.
Significantly, the exemption
applies even if the construction
was carried out without prior
approval or plan sanction from
the concerned authorities.
Until now, owners of newly
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A few weeks ago, the
government had issued a
similar exemption for
newly built properties
within the jurisdiction of
the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) and
other local bodies,
waiving the mandatory
OC requirement.

built houses in rural areas were
required to undergo a detailed
inspection process before an
OC was issued. This involved
site visits by gram panchayat
officials along with jurisdic-
tional town planning authori-
ties, verification of certificates

issued by recognised engineers
and architects, and scrutiny of
building plan approvals.

The government noted that
these procedures were adding to
the workload of staff at local
bodies, many of which are al-
ready understaffed and overbur-
dened. The existing process often
resulted in delays in the disposal
of files and slowed the delivery
of various government services.

To ease administrative pres-
sure and ensure faster service
delivery, the government decid-
ed to relax the rules and exempt
residential buildings construct-
ed on 30x40 sq ft plots from
the OC requirement, the order
said.

Investigate Illegal Entry into
Kogilu Layout, Demands
MLA Suresh Kumar

BENGALURU

Former minister and senior
BJP MLA Suresh Kumar on
Thursday demanded a thor-
ough investigation into how
people allegedly entered and
settled illegally in Kogilu
Layout, criticising the state
government’s move to regula-
rise unauthorised houses in
the area.

Suresh Kumar said
the government must
first establish how
the settlements came
up, who facilitated
them and for how
long they had existed — +
before taking any de-
cision on regularisation. “The
government itself admits that
these houses are illegal. Then
the first question is — how
did these people enter the lay-
out and who allowed them to
stay there?”” he asked.

Targeting Congress leader
Venugopal, the MLA alleged
that the entire issue was being
handled with political mo-
tives. He claimed the Kogilu
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Layout decision was being
driven by sympathy politics
linked to electoral consider-
ations in neighbouring Kerala.
“Venugopal is defending him-
self for political reasons. This
is competitive politics, where
elections are being prioritised
over justice,” he alleged.
Suresh Kumar accused the
state government of pursuing

vote-bank politics by offering

houses without proper
verification. He said
claims that the settle-
ments had existed for
15-20 years were
questionable and need-
ed verification. “Le-
galising something il-
legal is itself an illegal policy.
This move causes injustice to
the real victims of Karnataka,”
he said.

Referring to reports that
around 300 houses were affect-
ed, the MLA said the number
of people living there could be
much higher. He warned that
offering alternative housing
without a proper probe would
set a dangerous precedent.

ALLOTMENT CONTROVERSY

Car Hits Cab,
Driver Attacked
by Youths after

Questioning

BENGALURU

A cab driver was assaulted by
a group of intoxicated youths
after he questioned them
about their car hitting his ve-
hicle near Corporation Circle
in the early hours of Thurs-
day. The incident, which oc-
curred around 3.16 am,
caused panic among motorists
in the busy central business
district.

According to police, the
cab was parked near Corpora-
tion Circle when a car carry-
ing several youths rammed
into it from behind. When the
cab driver objected and ques-
tioned the driver of the car,
the youths allegedly began
abusing him using obscene
language in Hindi. The verbal
altercation soon escalated into
a violent confrontation. Eye-
witnesses said the youths,
numbering more than ten,
turned aggressive and at-
tempted to attack other driv-
ers who tried to intervene and
defuse the situation.

Illegal Immigrants
Will Be Deported:
G Parameshwara

BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Dr G Parameshwara assert-
ed that the state govern-
ment will not provide alter-
native housing or any other
facilities to illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants if they
are identified during police
verification and that such
individuals will be deported
in accordance with the law.

Responding to allega-
tions by the BJP that people
displaced during the Kogilu
Layout demolition drive
were illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants, Parameshwara
said the opposition should
refrain from making “pass-
ing comments” without ev-
idence. He added that the
BJP was free to protest if it
had objections but should
avoid politicising sensitive
administrative matters.

The Home Minister said
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) would pre-
pare a detailed list of peo-
ple who lost shelters during
the demolition drive at
Kogilu Layout. This list
would then be handed over
to the police for verifica-
tion. “The police will ex-
amine the background of
each individual, including
their origin, how long they
have been in Bengaluru and
the duration of their stay at
the site,” he said.

“If any illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants are

ment politics.

found, the police will se-
cure them and deport them
to their country. Those in-
volved in criminal activities
will be arrested,” Paramesh-
wara said, making it clear
that the government would
not extend any benefits, in-
cluding alternative housing,
to foreign nationals staying
illegally in the state.

Parameshwara criticised
Leader of the Opposition R
Ashoka for making what he
termed politically motivat-
ed statements, pointing out
that Ashoka himself had
served as Home Minister
and was well aware of the
legal procedures involved
in such cases. “Despite this,
he is making such com-
ments purely for political
reasons,” he said.

The Home Minister said
identifying illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants was an
0ngoing process across
Karnataka. He noted that
police have already direct-
ed coffee estate owners to
verify the credentials of
their labourers and submit
details to jurisdictional po-
lice stations. Police teams
are also conducting period-
ic visits to coffee estates to
check for illegal immi-
grants, he added. On
Wednesday, Ashoka had
accused the Congress
government of creating a
“mini Bangladesh” in Kar-
nataka through appease-
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Govt Tells Colleges
to Use Kannada
for NAAC
Communications

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has directed all government
and aided first-grade colleges
and BEd institutions to use
Kannada in their communica-
tions with the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC). The in-
struction was issued by the
Department of Collegiate Ed-
ucation following a letter
from the Kannada Develop-
ment Authority (KDA).

A circular released by N
Manjushree, Commissioner of
Collegiate and Technical Ed-
ucation, stated that most cor-
respondence between colleges
and NAAC on accreditation-re-
lated matters has so far been in
English. In view of the KDA’s
directive, principals of all gov-
ernment and aided degree col-
leges and BEd colleges have
now been
instructed
to commu-
nicate with
NAAC pri-
marily in
Kannada.

) However,
the circular clarified that insti-
tutions may translate docu-
ments into English if NAAC
specifically seeks information-
vw in that language.

KDA Chairman Purush-
otham Bilimale, in a letter to
the department dated Decem-
ber 17, stressed that Kannada,
as the sovereign language of
Karnataka, must be used in all
official communications and
correspondence with NAAC.
He urged the department to
ensure strict compliance with
this requirement by higher ed-
ucation institutions across the
state.

In a separate circular, the
Department of Collegiate Ed-
ucation also reiterated that
obtaining NAAC accredita-
tion is mandatory for colleges
seeking grants from the
Centre.

Woman killed in accident on return from temple

BENGALURU

A tragic accident claimed the
life of a woman as her family
was returning from a temple
on the New Year. Ashwini, a
resident of Thore Mudalapal-
ya, died after being hit by a
car near Lakkenahalli on the
Nelamangala-Mangalore Na-
tional Highway on Thursday

morning.

Ashwini and her husband
Ramesh were riding their bike
with their second son after
performing puja at a temple
near Gudemaranahalli hand
post. An overspeeding
Eco car reportedly lost con-
trol, overturned, and struck
the divider, which in turn hit
the bike.

Ashwini suffered severe
head injuries and died due to
heavy bleeding, while Ra-
mesh and their son Yavan es-
caped unharmed. The couple
had been married for eight
years and had two children.
Police have registered a case,
and the vehicle involved has
been seized for further inves-
tigation into the incident.

Yatnal Slams Govt over Housing Allotment Controversy

BENGALURU

BJP MLA Basanagouda Patil
Yatnal on Thursday launched
a sharp attack on Housing
Minister B Z Zameer Ahmed
Khan and the Congress gov-
ernment, alleging that the al-
lotment of houses in Bengal-
uru was being carried out
with political and demograph-
ic motives rather than public
welfare.

Reacting to reports of the
government providing houses
to alleged illegal residents at
Kogilu Layout, Yatnal

claimed that the minister was
not working in the interest of
the state or the country. “He
does not want a country or a
state. He wants his
population and voters
to increase,” Yatnal
alleged, accusing the
government of ap-
peasement politics.
The Vijayapura
MLA further claimed
that the issue was being pro-
jected along religious lines
and alleged that the Congress
leadership was prioritising
minority appeasement in the

name of secularism. He said
such decisions were being
taken without understanding
the concerns of local residents
_and long-time settlers
in Karnataka.
| Yatnal alleged that
appeasement politics
had reached its peak
in the state, claiming
that houses were be-
ing allotted to
“non-locals” instead of “orig-
inal residents and Kannadi-
gas”. He further alleged that
the government was acting
under pressure from the Con-

gress high command and ig-
noring the interests of people
who have lived and worked in
Karnataka for decades.

He demanded that the state
government conduct a thor-
ough verification of benefi-
ciaries before allotting hous-
es, alleging the presence of
illegal immigrants,
including Bangladeshis and
Rohingyas, in the state. “The
government should first in-
vestigate who they are and
which country they belong to
before resettling anyone,” he
said.

The MLA also said that
many people from North Kar-
nataka had migrated to Ben-
galuru as daily wage labour-
ers over the years and de-
served priority in rehabilita-
tion and housing schemes.
According to him, the present
policy was an insult to Kann-
adigas and was being strongly
opposed by the BJP.

Raising concerns about
electoral integrity, Yatnal
claimed that fake voters exist-
ed in several states and al-
leged that Karnataka was no
exception.

Everyone in Kogilu Layout is
from B'desh: Ashwath Narayan

BENGALURU

Former Deputy Chief Minister
and senior BJP leader Ashwath
Narayan on Thursday alleged
that all residents of Kogilu Lay-
out are illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh, demanding an im-
mediate investigation into the
matter. He claimed the pres-
ence of over 25 lakh Bangla-
deshis in Karnataka posed a
serious challenge to law and
order in the state.

“Let the government clarify
whether this is true or not. The
state is witnessing a massive

racket. Those living in Kogilu
Layout are not our countrymen
at all,” Ashwath Narayan said,
urging authorities to identify
and deport illegal immigrants.
He added that these individu-
als had entered Karnataka via
West Bengal, Kerala, and
Andhra Pradesh, highlighting
what he described as a “mini
Bangladesh” being created in
Bengaluru.

The former Deputy CM
criticised the government’s
plan to provide housing to the
residents, calling it illegal and
unconstitutional.
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RAMANAGARA

Emphasising the importance
of strict adherence to traffic
rules to prevent road accidents,
Regional Transport Officer
(RTO) Satish Babu called
upon vehicle owners and driv-
ers to act responsibly and pri-
oritise road safety. He was
speaking after inaugurating the
37th National Road Safety
Week at the RTO office in Ra-
managara on Thursday.

The Road Safety Week is
being jointly organised by the
Bengaluru South district ad-
ministration, District Legal
Services Authority, district
police, Road Safety Commit-
tee, and the Regional Trans-
port Office.

Addressing the gathering,
Satish Babu said that the Na-
tional Road Safety Week is
observed every year as per

government directions, with
the objective of reducing
road accidents and minimis-
ing loss of lives through sus-
tained awareness pro-
grammes.

He explained that, as part
of the month-long obser-
vance, various awareness ac-
tivities would be conducted
to educate drivers and vehi-
cle owners about traffic reg-
ulations and safe driving

FRIDAY » JANUARY 2, 2026, BENGALURU, MYSURU

Satish Babu Launches 37th
National Road Safety Week

Regional Transport Officer Satish Babu urged motorists to strictly
follow trafflc rules whlle mauguratlng Road Safety Week

practices. The ultimate goal
is to significantly reduce
road accidents and fatalities.
Road safety is not just the re-
sponsibility of authorities but
of every citizen, he said.
Highlighting public be-
haviour during accidents,
Satish Babu noted that peo-
ple often gather at accident
spots to take photos or videos
instead of helping victims.
He urged citizens to come

forward to assist the injured
without hesitation. He pointed
out that many people fear le-
gal complications, police in-
quiries, or financial burden,
which prevents them from
offering immediate help.

To address these concerns,
he said, amendments have
been made under Section
134A of the Central Motor
Vehicles Act, 1998, to protect
and encourage Good Samari-
tans. Anyone who helps acci-
dent victims is legally rec-
ognised as a life saver and is
protected from harassment.

He further explained that
under the national Rah-Veer
scheme, 10 national-level
awards are given every year
with cash incentives of up to
X1 lakh. At the district level,
life savers are eligible for
cash rewards of up to
325,000.

Final Electoral Roll Published for K’'taka West Graduates’

GADAG

The final electoral roll for the
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil’s West Graduates’ Constit-
uency has been published in
accordance with the schedule
issued by the Election Com-
mission of India. The voters’
list has been prepared with
reference to November 1,
2025, as the qualifying date,
officials announced on Janu-
ary 1.

As per the prescribed pro-
cess, the draft electoral roll
for the West Graduates’ Con-
stituency was published on
November 25, 2025. Follow-
ing this, eligible voters were
given an opportunity to file
claims and objections be-

tween November 25 and De-
cember 10, 2025. During this
period, applications received
from graduates seeking inclu-
sion, correction, or deletion of
names were carefully
examined by the au-
thorities.

After scrutiny of all
valid claims and ob-
jections, the final
electoral roll was pub-
lished on December
30, 2025. The final
list will be available
for public inspection
at the offices of the
voter registration authorities,
including the Regional Com-
missioner of Belagavi Divi-
sion, and the Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officers,

who are the Deputy Commis-
sioners of Dharwad, Gadag,
Haveri and Uttara Kannada.
The electoral roll is also ac-
cessible at the offices of all
designated officers
within their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

In addition, vot-
ers can view the fi-
nal list online on
the website of the
Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, Karnataka, as
well as on the offi-
cial website of the
Regional Commis-
sioner, Belagavi Division. Of-
ficials have encouraged grad-
uates to verify their details to
ensure accuracy ahead of the
election process.

According to the published
data, the final electoral roll of
the West Graduates’ Constitu-
ency comprises a total of
88,087 voters. This includes
51,599 male voters and
36,488 female voters, reflect-
ing a significant and active
electorate across the four dis-
tricts covered under the con-
stituency.

The authorities have also
clarified that eligible gradu-
ates whose names may have
been inadvertently left out of
the final list still have an op-
portunity to apply for inclu-
sion. Such applications can be
submitted up to ten days prior
to the last date for filing nom-
inations by candidates con-
testing the election.

O ibcworldnews.com

National Best Family Physician
Award Conferred on Dr K.G. Kulkarni

KOPPAL

Veteran physician Dr K.G.
Kulkarni, a respected and
widely admired medical prac-
titioner from Koppal, has
been conferred with the pres-
tigious National Best Family
Physician Award in recogni-
tion of his exemplary service
in the medical field spanning
nearly 54 years. The honour,
regarded as the only nation-
al-level award of its kind, is
presented by the central
branch of the Indian Medical
Association to doctors who
have rendered outstanding
service in family medicine.

The award was presented at
the National Medical Confer-
ence held in Ahmedabad. Dr
Kulkarni was honoured for
his lifelong commitment to
patient care, ethical medical
practice, and his deep engage-
ment in both medical and so-
cial service activities. Over
the decades, he has earned
immense love and trust from
the general public, becoming
a household name for com-
passionate and dependable
healthcare in Koppal and sur-
rounding regions.

The award ceremony was
attended by several eminent
personalities from across the
country. Notable among them
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Senior physician Dr
K.G. Kulkarni of
Koppal was honoured
nationally for over five
decades of dedicated
service

were Bhupendra Patel, Chief
Minister of Gujarat; Sharad
Kumar Agarwal, National
President of the Indian Medi-
cal Association; and Ketan
Desai, former President of the
World Medical Association.
Their presence added prestige
to the occasion, which cele-
brated excellence and service
in the healthcare profession.
Dr Kulkarni’s career is
marked not only by clinical
excellence but also by his ac-
tive involvement in social
causes and community wel-
fare. Known for his simplici-
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ty, accessibility, and pa-
tient-first approach, he has
treated generations of families
and played a vital role in
strengthening primary health-
care at the grassroots level.
His dedication has inspired
many young doctors to pursue
medicine with compassion
and integrity.

The conferment of this na-
tional honour has triggered
widespread joy and pride in
Koppal. Several organisations,
including the Rotary Club of
Koppal and the Inner Wheel
Club, along with numerous
social organisations, extended
heartfelt congratulations to Dr
Kulkarni. Public representa-
tives, political leaders, and of-
fice-bearers of various associ-
ations also expressed happi-
ness and lauded his achieve-
ment, describing it as a proud
moment for the entire district.

Vishwakarma Community’s Immense Contribution

CHITRADURGA

The Vishwakarma communi-
ty’s indispensable role in hu-
man life and Indian civilisa-
tion was highlighted during
the Amarashilpi Jakanachari
Memorial Day celebrations
held in Chitradurga on Janu-
ary 1. Addressing the gather-
ing, sculptor C.R. Suresh,
General Secretary of the Dis-
trict Vishwakarma Samaj,
stated that from birth to death,
human life depends on the
skills and services of the
Vishwakarma community,

which has served society self-
lessly beyond caste and reli-
gious distinctions.

The memorial programme
was organised at the District
Collector’s Office auditori-
um by the district adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat,
Kannada and Culture De-
partment, and Chitradurga
City Municipal Council.
Speaking on the occasion,
C.R. Suresh said sculpture
and architecture form the
backbone of Indian culture,
and the artistic grandeur of
temples across the country

stands as testimony to the
tireless efforts of generations
of sculptors. Among them,
Amarashilpi Jakanachari
holds a unique and revered
position, he said.

He noted that although In-
dia has produced countless
sculptors, Jakanachari alone is
revered as an Amarashilpi for
his unmatched mastery. A na-
tive of Karnataka, Jakanacha-
11 gifted the world the distinc-
tive Hoysala style of sculp-
ture, which remains a bench-
mark in stone craftsmanship
and architectural excellence.

CMPFRI Leads Swachhata
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Drive, Announces
Cooperative Courses

MANGALURU

Mangaluru on January 1 witnessed a series of sig-
nificant public, institutional and cultural activities,
reflecting the city’s active engagement in cleanli-
ness, education, governance and heritage preser-
vation.

As part of the nationwide Swachhata Pakhwada
campaign under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the
Mangaluru Regional Centre of the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) organised a
fortnight-long cleanliness drive across its campus
and at Tannirbhavi Beach. The initiative focused
on environmental sanitation, responsible resource
use and sustainable waste management practices.
The programme commenced with a cleanliness
pledge administered by the Director of CMFRI
through video conferencing. Awareness messages
were widely shared through institutional social
media platforms, while information, education and
communication materials were prominently dis-
played at the institute entrance and beach loca-
tions. Special emphasis was placed on the proper
disposal of single-use plastics, tea cups and other
commonly used materials. Internal cleanliness
measures included disposal of unused equipment,
cleaning of office corridors and premises, inspec-
tion of housekeeping services and removal of un-
wanted materials and excess vegetation to main-
tain a clean, green and healthy institutional envi-
ronment. Recognising the growing impact of
plastic pollution on coastal ecosystems, fisheries
and local communities, a community-driven beach
cleaning programme was organised at Tannirbha-
vi. The initiative was led by Regional Centre Head
Dr. Sujitha Thomas, with participation from senior
scientists and staff.

Meanwhile, Speaker U. T. Khader and District
In-charge Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao expressed
deep condolences over the demise of eminent ed-
ucationist and entrepreneur Vinay Hegde. They
described his passing as an irreparable loss to the
state, recalling his immense contribution to edu-
cation, industry and social harmony in coastal
Karnataka. In another key announcement, appli-
cations were invited for a six-month regular and
distance education Diploma in Cooperative Man-
agement for candidates from Dakshina Kannada,
Udupi and Kasaragod districts. The course aims
to strengthen employment prospects in coopera-
tive banks, milk unions and allied institutions,
while also supporting competitive examinations
and mandatory qualifications for cooperative staff.

 NAME CHANGE

|, ARFATH ARA, W/o Naveed
Pasha, resident of No.34-35,
2nd Main, 2nd Cross, Jamia
Masjid Road, Gangondanahalli,
Nayandahalli, Bangalore-560039,
have changed my name to
MOHAMMED ASLAM PASHA,
vide affidavit dated: 29.12.2025,
before Notary PRAKASHA.C,
Bengaluru

 NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMED ASLAM PASHA,
S/o Mohammed Yousuf,
resident of No.503, 2nd Cross,
Eshwara Temple, Near Darurul
Mohamedya, Gongondanahalli,
Nayandahalli Post, Nayandahalli,
Bangalore-560039, have changed
my name to MOHAMMED
ASLAM PASHA, vide affidavit
dated: 29.12.2025, before Notary
PRAKASHA.C, Bengaluru

I, TARZ alias TARZ SALMA W/o
MARIMUTHU PANDIYAN, R/o A
104, Malibu Enclave, Manipal
County Road, Near Sumadhura
Serene Apartment, Aishwarya
Crystal Layout, Singasandra,
Anekal, Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560068, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as TARZ SALMA
MARIMUTHU.
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I, SUGUNA W/o LATE
CHIKKAMARIGOWDA,
R/o Raya Sandra,
Tungani, Kanakapura,
Ramanagar,
Karnataka-562117,
have changed my
name and shall
hereafter be known as
PADMA.

I, PUNEETH R S/o0 B|]|!., YALLAMMA CHALAGERI

RUDRAPPAR/0 45, Main ||alias YALLAMMA S
Channel Cross Road, || CHALAGERI alias YALLAMMA
Shamanna Gowda || SHIVALINGAPPA  CHALAGERI

W/0 ROHAN VALTHAJE
L2y E:Ito'r 15001 || RAMAKRISHNA, R/o H No 7,

Bangalore, Karnataka- Laxrr_nvana, Shirur Park,

Behind Khode Hostel,
560008, have changed || vigyanagar, Hubli, Hubli Eng
the name of my minor College, Dharwad,
daughter TANYA P aged 5 || Karnataka-580031, have
years and she shall || changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as

hereafter be known as
MONISHA PUNEETH. AAROHI ROHAN VALTHAJE.

NAME CHANGE

1, Sharifa W/o Late Habibullah,
Residing at: No. 92, 1st Cross,
Ward No. 23, Tippunagar,
Ramanagara Town, Bangalore
South District, My name is
Sharifa as per my original
documents like Ration Card,
Aadhar Card, Voter Identity
Card. However, in the records
of Punjab National Bank,
Ramanagara branch where
I have a savings account,
my name is Sharifa Taj.
that the above names Sharifa
and Sharifa Taj my names and
that I am the person with the
above names and that
henceforth I will declare with
my name as Sharifa. vide
affidavite sworn before D.
Shivaram, Notary, Ramanagara,
on 31-12-2025

Government of Karnataka
The Executive Engineer, Public Works

Department, Hassan Division, Hassan.
No. EE/PWD/HSN/AE-1/2025-26/ DATED: 30.12.2025.

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 31/2025-

26, Dated: 30.12.2025

Tender is invited by the Public Works Department on behalf
of the Governor of Karnataka, as per Karnataka Transparency
in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000, Standard
Tender Document KW-4 from the eligible registered
Contractors of Karnataka PWD Tenders invited through E-
Procurement for 03 Works in Arakalagudu Subdivision The
minimum Amount put to tender is Rs.159.60 lakhs and
maximum Amount put to tender Rs.160.30 lakhs. Last date
of Receipt of tender is 09.01.2026 till 4.00 P.M. For more
details visit https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact this
office through Phone No. 08172-268437 or in person during
office hours. Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD,

Hassan Division, Hassan.
53R 00 /3 /TR B9 T BT R00/2025-26

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PWD DIVISION, SEDAM

Govt of Karnataka

tenders

No: EE/PWD/Dvn/Sed/TS-1/2025-26/2516
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

1) Details of Work: 1. Total no of work -06 in under Sedam Indent No's are 30021, 29821,
29755, 29341, 0656, 0654, 2.Total no of work -03 in under Chincholli Indent No's are 29481,
0652, 0648, Total no of work -07 in under Chittapur Indent No's are 31501, 31500, 31499,
31497, 31496, 0682, 0681, 2) Head of Account :
maintenance for the year 2025-26. 3) Amount put to tender : Lowest Estimate cost : Rs.12.97
Lakhs, Highest Estimate Cost Rs.995.00 Lakhs, 4) Eligibility of Contractor :
Contractor and above, 5) Pre Bid Meeting Date : 17.01.2026, Morning 11.30 Hrs, 6) Date
and time for tender Queries of tenders : 19.01.2026 - 17.30 Hrs, 7) Tender form fee & EMD
Amount : Tender Processing fee & EMD as per e-portal, 8) Last date & time for receipt of
: 20.01.2026 - 16:00:00 Hrs, 9) Date & time for Opening of Technical
Bid : 21.01.2026 -16:30:00 Hrs, 10) Date and time for Opening of Financial Bid : 23.01.2026
16:30:00 Hrs, 11) Communication Address : Office of the Executive Engineer PWD Division,
Sedam. 12) Internet Address
Cancelation : Any Changes and cancelations are done in www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
NOTE : 1) The Undersigned has to power to /Postponement/ Rejecting the tender, 2) If any
changes are there in upcoming days these tenders are not published in tender bulletin it
should be read in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal.

DIPR/Kalaburagi/921/2025-26/Deshpande Publicity

Dated: 30.12.2025

Under CM IDP and 3054 SH, MDR

Class-I

: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in, 13) If any changes for

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Divison, Sedam

Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
!: Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,

eeeeeeeee Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the authorized officer of Altum Credo
Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under Securitisation And Reconstruction of
Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (The said Act). In
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, the authorized officer has issued
demand notices under 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the borrower(s) [The “said
borrower(s)"], to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective demand notice(s)
issued to them that are also given below. In connection with above, notice is hereby
given, once again, to the said borrower(s) to pay to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt.
Ltd. (ACHFL), within sixty days from the publication of this notice, the amounts
indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said demand
notice(s), from the date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization,
payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any,
executed by the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, the
following assets have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.
(ACHFL) by the said borrower(s) respectively.

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number

1. Rekhamma A (applicant), 2. Anjinappa Mariayamma (Co-applicant),
LAN- S$119202000077

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

07-11-2025 / Rs. 8,23,128/- (Rupees Eight Lakh Twenty Three Thousand One
Hundred Twenty Eight Only) (NPA) on 29-10-2025

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)
All that piece and parcel of property bearing Property No. 484, E-Swathu No.
151200401000220538, measuring 7.00 x 9.14 Mtrs., i.e., admeasuring 63.98 Sq.
Mtrs., situated at Gundagathi Village, under Gundagathi Grama Panchayath,
Harapanahalli Taluk, Ballari District, and bounded as under: East : Property of
Kaliveerappa Veeranna, West : Property of Neelappar Koteppa, South : Property of
Neelappara Revanappa, North : Road

Sd/-
Authorized Officer

Place : Ballari, Karnataka
Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Date : 02.01.2026

Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
!: Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,
nnnnnnnnn Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)
DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the authorized officer of Altum Credo
Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under Securitisation And Reconstruction of
Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (The said Act). In
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, the authorized officer has issued
demand notices under 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the borrower(s) [The “said
borrower(s)"], to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective demand notice(s)
issued to them that are also given below. In connection with above, notice is hereby
given, once again, to the said borrower(s) to pay to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt.
Ltd. (ACHFL), within sixty days from the publication of this notice, the amounts
indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said demand
notice(s), from the date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization,
payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any,
executed by the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, the
following assets have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.
(ACHFL) by the said borrower(s) respectively.

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number

1. Manjappa A K (applicant), 2. Lalithamma K S (Co-applicant),
LAN- 1192020100197

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

07-11-2025 / Rs. 22,05,565/- (Rupees Twenty Two Lakh Five Thousand Five
Hundred Sixty Five Only) (NPA) on 29-10-2025

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

Allthat piece and parcel of property bearing Pattana Panchayath No. 035-15-T5, Old
Property No. 6398/6213/6219, Site No. 34, measuring East to West 9.144018 Mtrs.
and North to South 15.240030 Mtrs., admeasuring in total 139.35 Sq. Mtrs., situated
at 7th Ward, near Oxford School, Thunga Badra Badavane, Honnali, and bounded
as under: East : Site No. 35, West : Site No. 33, South : Site No. 39, North : Pattana
Panchayath Road.

Sd/-
Authorized Officer

Place : Honnali, Karnataka
Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Date : 02.01.2026
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Tobacco Makers Must
Install CCTV From
February

NEW DELHI
The government has di-
rected that all manufac-
turers of chewing tobac-
co, gutkha, and similar
products must install
functional CCTV systems
on every packing machine
starting February 1. Foot-
age must be preserved for
at least 24 months. Man-
ufacturers must also re-
port the number and ca-
pacity of machines to ex-
cise authorities. If a ma-
chine is non-functional
for 15 or more consecutive
days, they can claim duty
abatement. The rules ap-
ply to pouch-packed
products, while other
forms like tins will attract
duty on assessable value.

India, Pakistan
Exchange Prisoner And
Fishermen Lists

NEW DELHI
India and Pakistan on
Thursday exchanged lists
of prisoners and fisher-
men in each other’s cus-
tody, under the 2008
Consular Access Agree-
ment. India shared details
of 391 civil prisoners and
33 fishermen, while Paki-
stan listed 58 prisoners
and 199 fishermen, in-
cluding 167 Indians who
have completed their sen-
tences. India urged Paki-
stan for their early release,
consular access to 35 de-
tainees, and ensured safe-
ty and welfare. Since 2014,
2,661 Indian fishermen
and 71 civil prisoners have
returned, including 500
fishermen and 13 civilians
since 2023.

Family Conflicts Turn
Deadly In Uttar
Pradesh

LUCKNOW
Uttar Pradesh witnessed
several tragic cases where
family disputes ended in
death rather than separa-
tion. Police and court re-
cords show trust breaking
down within households,
with private disagree-
ments turning fatal. A
chilling case in Sambhal
involved Vishal Singhal,
who allegedly killed his
parents years apart and
his ex-wife to claim over
Rs 50 crore in insurance.
His parents’ deaths, in
2017 and April this year,
were initially treated as
accidents. Experts say
such cases highlight how
internal family conflicts
can spiral into violence.

VP Radhakrishnan, Leaders

Extend Warm New Year Wishes

Delhi CM Rekha wished citizens a New Year, urging hope, unity, active participation,
and commitment to a prosperous, inclusive, and well-governed capital in 2026

NEW DELHI

Vice President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan met President
Droupadi Murmu on Thurs-
day, exchanging warm greet-
ings for the New Year 2026.
He also wished citizens
peace, health, and prosperity,
hoping the year strengthens
India’s growth and unity.

Radhakrishnan’s greetings
follow similar messages from
other leaders. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wished the
nation a happy and prosper-
ous 2026, praying for societal
peace, good health, and suc-
cess in personal and profes-
sional lives. Modi highlighted
the importance of collective
progress and fulfillment for
all citizens.

Union Minister for Agricul-

L

ture and Farmers’ Welfare and
Rural Development Shivraj
Singh Chouhan extended spe-
cial greetings to farmers,
workers, labourers, women,
and rural communities. He
emphasised the government’s
efforts to strengthen agricul-
ture, improve rural infrastruc-
ture, and raise farmers’ in-
comes under PM Modi’s lead-
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ership. Chouhan described
farmers as the nation’s food
providers and workers as the
backbone of India’s economy,
stressing that their welfare re-
mains a top priority.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta also conveyed New
Year wishes, calling for hope,
positive energy, and steady
progress for the capital’s citi-

zens. She highlighted the im-
portance of citizen trust and
participation in achieving de-
velopment and good gover-
nance. Gupta expressed com-
mitment to public welfare and
building an inclusive, strong,
and prosperous Delhi in the
coming year.

The collective greetings by
India’s top leaders reflect a
shared aspiration for national
growth, social harmony, and
the well-being of all citizens.
The messages emphasise uni-
ty, development, and renewed
determination to make 2026 a
year of progress and prosper-
ity for India. Leaders encour-
aged citizens to participate
actively in nation-building
while cherishing hope, health,
and happiness in personal and
public life.

Rajnath Singh Pays Homage To

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday visited the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in Delhi to pay tribute to
former Prime Minister and
BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia. During the visit,
he signed the Condolence
Book and expressed India’s
sorrow over her passing. Ban-
gladesh High Commissioner
Riaz Hamidullah welcomed
Singh and highlighted India’s
condolences on social media.
Singh also shared a post, of-
fering thoughts for Zia’s fam-
ily and the people of Bangla-
desh.

The tributes come as Ban-
gladesh continues to mourn
the veteran leader. On
Wednesday, thousands gath-
ered at the Namaz-e-Janaza
held at the South Plaza of Ja-
tiya Sangsad Bhaban to offer
their final respects. The funer-
al prayer was led by the khat-
ib of Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque, with BNP

Khaleda
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Standing Committee member
Nazrul Islam Khan supervis-
ing proceedings. Khaleda Zia
was laid to rest beside her
husband, former President Zi-
aur Rahman, in Sher-e-Bang-
la Nagar.

Her passing drew attention
from across South Asia, with
multiple countries sending se-
nior officials to Dhaka. In-
dia’s External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar also attended
the funeral, demonstrating In-
dia’s support during the peri-
od of mourning.

Earlier, Acting BNP Chair-
man Tarique Rahman thanked
supporters, government offi-
cials, and visiting dignitaries

Le gacy

who attended the funeral, ex-
pressing gratitude for their
presence during the family’s
time of loss.

High Commissioner Ha-
midullah expressed optimism
about the future of India—Ban-
gladesh ties, noting discus-
sions with Rahman and high-
lighting opportunities for co-
operation based on shared
interests, pragmatism, and
mutual interdependence.

Singh’s visit underscores
India’s engagement with Ban-
gladesh during the nation’s
period of mourning and re-
flects the deep historical and
diplomatic ties between the
two countries.

Pakistan’s Textile
Industry Faces
Severe Economic
Crisis

NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s textile industry, once
a key driver of economic
growth, is facing a severe crisis,
with factories shutting down due
to rising production costs. Ac-
cording to a report, the sector is
struggling with structural, eco-
nomic, and logistical challenges,
including collapsing cotton pro-
duction, high energy tariffs, pol-
icy missteps, and a nationwide
transport strike. The Pakistan
Textile Exporters Association
(PTEA) reported that textile ex-
ports have fallen for the fourth
consecutive month. PTEA Gen-
eral Secretary Azizullah Goheer
said exports, which reached
$19.3 billion in FY2021, have
slipped to $18 billion, then $17
billion, with a 6.39 per cent drop
between July and November
2025 alone. High production
costs are making Pakistan less
competitive compared to region-
al rivals such as Bangladesh,
India, China, and Vietnam.

Jaishankar’s Dhaka Visit Signals Restoring India-Bangladesh Ties

NEW DELHI

Former diplomat Suresh K
Goel on Thursday said Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar’s visit to Dhaka for
former Bangladesh Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia’s funer-
al is a key step towards nor-
malising India-Bangladesh
political dialogue. Goel noted
that while the visit may ap-
pear as protocol, it carries

deeper significance given
Zia’s role in Bangladesh’s po-
litical history and India’s past
engagement with her govern-
ment. Goel highlighted that
India and Bangladesh previ-
ously shared a “pleasant and
effective relationship,” which
periodic irritants had strained.
He said Jaishankar’s remarks
during the visit, expressing
hope that Zia’s vision contin-
ues to guide bilateral rela-

tions, reflected New Delhi’s
intent to rebuild a stable and
constructive partnership. “We
are talking about really estab-
lishing a normal political re-
gime and dialogue between
the two countries,” he said.
Referring to recent political
developments following the
ousting of Sheikh Hasina,
Goel said engagement has be-
come difficult due to rising
violence and jihadist influ-

ence. He stressed the impor-
tance of restoring a political
government through free and
fair elections and ensuring the
safety of all citizens, includ-
ing people of Indian origin.

During his four-hour visit,
Jaishankar met Khaleda
Zia’s son and BNP acting
chairman Tarique Rahman,
handing over a condolence
letter from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Guyana Eyes India’s Support
To Become Healthcare Hub

NEW DELHI

Guyana is aiming to become
a healthcare hub in the Carib-
bean, relying on Indian exper-
tise to strengthen its medical
infrastructure, said Guyanese
High Commissioner to India
Dharamkumar Seeraj. He
praised India’s robust health-
care system and highlighted
growing cooperation between
the two countries. Seeraj said
that when specialised care is
unavailable in Guyana, the
government facilitates treat-
ment abroad, with India
emerging as a preferred desti-
nation due to high-quality
medical services and compet-
itive costs. The Ministry of
Health supports patients fi-
nancially, ensuring access to
necessary care. Several MoUs
and agreements have been
signed with Indian institu-
tions, including the National
Cancer Institute and other
hospitals, offering medical
training and sometimes full
scholarships to Guyanese stu-
dents. Seeraj noted that these
collaborations are helping to
build local expertise while
providing options for patients
to seek treatment in India.
Guyana also plans to develop
healthcare tourism, inspired

';

by India’s model, and sees its
partnership with New Delhi
as crucial to this goal. “We
expect this arrangement to
continue as we build our own
healthcare systems, and we
want to become a healthcare
hub of the Caribbean,” Seeraj
said. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Guyana in No-
vember 2024 gave new mo-
mentum to bilateral ties. Sev-
eral healthcare-focused MoUs
were signed, covering cooper-
ation in health and pharma-
ceuticals, regulation and sup-
ply of affordable medicines,
and the establishment of a Jan
Aushadhi Kendra in Guyana
to improve access to low-cost
medicines for citizens and
other CARICOM countries.

Seeraj stressed that India’s
experience and support will
be central to Guyana’s vision
of providing quality health-
care.

BANGLADESH ELECTIONS, ISI THREATS
CHALLENGE INDIA'S NORTHEAST SECURITY

NEW DELHI

India’s intelligence agencies
have flagged Bangladesh elec-
tions and ISI-backed activities
as major security challenges
for the northeast this year. Re-
ports from the Intelligence Bu-
reau indicate that the deterio-
rating situation in Bangladesh,
combined with election-related
tensions, could affect India’s
border states, including Assam
and West Bengal. Bangladesh

is scheduled to hold elections
on February 12, with the Awa-
mi League barred from con-
testing. The main contest is
between the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) and the
ISI-backed Jamaat-e-Islami.
Officials note that political
rhetoric in Bangladesh por-
trays India as a key adversary,
with anti-India narratives be-
ing used to win votes. The Na-
tional Citizen Party (NCP) has
also supported this messaging.

The Yunus government has re-
portedly been lenient toward
terror groups like Harkat-ul-Ji-
hadi Islamic (HuJI) and Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen Bangla-
desh (JMB), which are alleged
to have backing from the ISI to
destabilise India’s northeast.
Officials point out that maps
depicting “Greater Bangla-
desh” and references to the
northeast as ‘landlocked’ sug-
gest a strategic plan to influ-
ence the region.
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Op Sindoor Sets New
Military Deterrence
Benchmarks

NEW DELHI

India displayed military
strength, advanced technolo-
gy, indigenous platforms and
zero tolerance to terrorism af-
ter the Pahalgam attack. Un-
der Operation Sindoor on May
7, Indian forces struck terror
infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir. They also re-
pelled Pakistan’s escalation
and hit key airbases without
crossing borders. Experts said
the operation showed India
will respond forcefully to ev-
ery proven cross-border terror
attack. It marked a shift from
limited strikes to assured de-
terrence.

Retired Lieutenant General
Kanwal Jeet Singh Dhillon
said air defence has become
the main weapon of modern
warfare. He said Pakistan con-
tinues to support terrorism to
hide its internal political and
economic failures. He noted
Pakistan ignored India’s rise
as a strong economy, democ-
racy and military power. He
warned that any future provo-
cation would invite stronger
military, economic and diplo-
matic costs. Lt Gen Dhillon

Experts say Operation
Sindoor marked a
decisive shift in India’s
military doctrine and
counter-terror posture.

said Operation Sindoor creat-
ed new global benchmarks in
fighting terrorism. For the
first time, two nuclear nations
fought without crossing the
Line of Control. Air defence
systems stopped enemy air-
craft, missiles and drones us-
ing modern technology. He
said future wars will be
non-contact, driven by cyber,
space, electronic and informa-
tion warfare. Economic dis-
ruption and narrative battles
will also play major roles. He
called for strong information
systems and a clear count-
er-terror policy. India’s doc-
trine, he said, treats terrorists,
their groups and sponsors as
one. Experts said Operation
Sindoor reflects a new India
with firm resolve against ter-
rorism. They said it sends a
strong message to hostile
neighbours and reinforces na-
tional security through deci-
sive, measured action across
multiple strategic domains.

India, Pakistan
Exchange Prisoner And
Nuclear Facility Lists

NEW DELHI

India and Pakistan on
Thursday exchanged lists
of prisoners, fishermen,
and nuclear installations
through diplomatic chan-
nels in New Delhi and Is-
lamabad, under the 2008
Consular Access Agree-
ment. India urged Pakistan
to release and repatriate
167 Indian fishermen and
civil prisoners who have
completed their sentences
and provide consular ac-
cess to 35 detainees be-
lieved to be Indian.

India shared details of
391 civil prisoners and 33
fishermen in its custody
who are Pakistani or be-
lieved to be Pakistani. Pa-
kistan provided lists of 58
civil prisoners and 199
fishermen who are Indian
or believed to be Indian.
The MEA emphasised that
India requested Pakistan to

ensure the safety, security,
and welfare of all Indian
and believed-to-be-Indian
prisoners and fishermen
pending their return.

Since 2014, 2,661 Indian
fishermen and 71 civil pris-
oners have been repatriated
from Pakistan, including
500 fishermen and 13 civil-
ians since 2023. The ex-
changes are part of annual
procedures held every Jan-
vary 1 and July 1 to main-
tain dialogue and transpar-
ency between the two
neighbours.

In addition, the two
countries exchanged lists
of nuclear installations and
facilities under the Agree-
ment on the Prohibition of
Attack against Nuclear In-
stallations and Facilities,
originally signed on De-
cember 31, 1988. This
marks the 35th consecutive
exchange since the first in
January 1992.

President Murmu Launches Skill The Nation AI Challenge

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday launched the Skill-
TheNation Al Challenge and
virtually inaugurated the 1G-
NOU Regional Centre and
Skill Centre at Rairangpur in
Odisha, highlighting artificial
intelligence as a key driver of
inclusive growth. Speaking at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultur-
al Centre, she said Al is re-
shaping societies and econo-
mies worldwide, influencing
how people learn, work, and
access services. For India, a
young and dynamic country,

—
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Al represents an opportunity to
drive positive change and in-
clusive development.

The President expressed ap-
preciation for students prepar-
ing themselves for an Al-driv-

en future and urged them to
use their skills to serve society,
solve challenges, and empower
others. She also acknowledged
Members of Parliament who
completed Al learning mod-

ules, highlighting the impor-
tance of continuous learning
and leadership in the digital
era. President Murmu empha-
sised that Al will be crucial in
boosting India’s GDP, employ-
ment, and productivity over
the coming decade. She high-
lighted the need for expertise
in areas such as data science,
Al engineering, and data ana-
lytics to build a strong national
talent pool. She noted that the
government, working with in-
stitutions, industry, and aca-
demia, aims not only to adopt
advanced technologies but also
to promote responsible and in-

clusive use of Al. President
Murmu called for collective
effort toward making India a
knowledge superpower and
achieving the goals of the Na-
tional Education Policy.

The launch is part of the
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship’s
ongoing initiatives to equip
India’s workforce for an
Al-driven future. The program
reflects the government’s fo-
cus on fostering innovation,
skill development, and tech-
nology-led growth to ensure
India’s progress in the global
digital economy.
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ACB Arrests Rajasthan
Officials In Bribery
(Cases

JAIPUR
The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) on Thursday
arrested two senior offi-
cials in separate bribery
cases in Rajasthan. In
Sawai Madhopur, Senior
Assistant Suryaprakash
Nama of the District In-
dustries Centre was
caught red-handed ac-
cepting Rs 25,000 from a
complainant. He had de-
manded the bribe in ex-
change for depositing
subsidy amounts under
the Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Dalit Incentive
Scheme. In Sikar, Head
Constable Rajesh Kumar
was arrested accepting
Rs 10,000 from a com-
plainant. Both cases are
under investigation under
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

Cleitipedte

J&K Crime Branch
Charges Accused In
Fake Appointments

SRINAGAR
The Jammu and Kashmir
Crime Branch has filed a
chargesheet against two
people involved inissuing
fake appointment orders
in the Agriculture Depart-
ment. The Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW) sub-
mitted the chargesheet to
the Judicial Magistrate 1st
Class, Chadoora, Bud-
gam, under IPC sections
420, 467, 468, 471,511,
and 120-B. The accused,
Showkat Ahmad Hajam
of Budgam and Irshad
Ahmad Ahanger of Pul-
wama, allegedly tried to
cheat job aspirants using
forged appointment or-
ders. The case began
after a woman at-
tempted to join with a
fake order in 20109.

OneDies,
Twelve Fall Sick After
Party

MEDCHAL | MALKAJGIRI
A New Year’s celebration
in Bhavani Nagar turned
tragic when one man died
and 12 others were hospi-
talised after eating chick-
en and fish they had
cooked themselves. The
deceased, 53-year-old
Pandu, and the others all
belong to the same colo-
ny. According to police,
after the party, several
people fell ill due to sus-
pected food poisoning.
The hospitalised individu-
als are currently stable.
Jagathgiri Gutta police
have registered a case
and are investigating the
incident to determine the
exact cause.

' TMC Alleges Aggressive CEC

~ Fails To Address SIR Issues

The EC told TMC that staff intimidation won’t be tolerated and urged

NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Abhishek Banerjee ac-
cused Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar of
being “aggressive” and failing
to answer queries on West
Bengal’s ongoing Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. After a meet-
ing with the Election Com-
mission (EC) on Wednesday,
Banerjee said the TMC would
not accept the final voter list
if discrepancies remained and
would challenge it legally.
Banerjee alleged that most
questions raised by the TMC
regarding deletions, summon-
ing of 1.36 crore voters, and

releasing BLO honorariums promptly

alleged “vote chori” were ei-
ther ignored or redirected. He
criticized the retroactive in-
troduction of “logical discrep-
ancies” and questioned the
alleged targeting of West Ben-
gal through claims of infiltra-
tion. The TMC delegation
demanded clarity on the dele-
tion of 58 lakh names and al-

leged a conspiracy to malign
the state.

The EC, however, informed
the TMC that intimidation of
electoral staff would not be
tolerated and urged the West
Bengal government to release
enhanced honorarium to
BLOs. Officials also said
polling stations would be set

up in high-rises, gated com-
munities, and slums to facili-
tate voting.

The meeting involved a
10-member TMC team, in-
cluding Derek O’Brien, Saket
Gokhale, Ritabrata Banerjee,
and West Bengal ministers.
Meanwhile, the West Bengal
Chief Electoral Officer’s of-
fice dismissed complaints
against EC officials as “pre-
meditated and unsubstantiat-
ed” after the death of an
82-year-old man, allegedly
anxious over SIR notices.

The office affirmed that
election staff remain com-
mitted to performing their
duties with integrity despite
criticism.

“Akhilesh Yadav criticizes BJP as residents die from
contaminated water despite Indore’s award-winning status”

Akhilesh Backs Mamata, Slams
BJP Over Election Conspiracies

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party leader Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Thursday ex-
pressed confidence that West
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee will win the 2026
Assembly elections by a large
margin, dismissing any BJP
“conspiracy” to influence re-
sults. Speaking in Lucknow,
he said the BJP will first lose
in Bengal and later in Uttar
Pradesh in 2027.

Akhilesh also criticized UP
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, claiming he pressured
Election Commission officials
regarding discrepancies in the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter lists. He em-
phasized that the EC must
ensure credibility, warning
that any mismatch between
state data and SIR records
could undermine the revision
process.

The political temperature in
West Bengal has risen ahead
of next year’s elections.
Union Minister Amit Shah
accused Mamata’s govern-
ment of promoting “fear and
corruption” and questioned

her over alleged illegal immi-
grant infiltration. Mamata re-
sponded by calling Shah “Du-
shasana” and reaffirmed her
commitment to the TMC’s
ideology of Ma-Mati-
Manush.

As the SIR process unfolds
in UP, the draft electoral roll
will be published on January
6, followed by claims and ob-
jections until February 6. The
final electoral roll will be re-
leased on March 6. Akhilesh’s
statements underline the
growing electoral tensions in
both Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh as parties gear up for
upcoming polls.

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav sharply
criticized the BJP-led
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment over Indore’s
water contamination,
questioning cleanliness
awards and river reju-
venation claims, after
multiple deaths and
illnesses in Bhagirathpu-
ra. He called the tragedy
shocking in a city lauded
as India’s cleanest,
accusing the BJP of
avoiding accountability.

Man Dies After
SIR Hearing In
Bengal’s
Swarupnagar
KOLKATA

A 60-year-old man, Sultan
Sardar, died on Thursday fol-
lowing a heart attack, four
days after attending a hearing
related to the Election Com-
mission’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process in
Swarupnagar, North 24 Parga-
nas, West Bengal.Sultan, a
long-time resident of the area,
had recently received a notice
to appear at the Swarupnagar
Block Development Office re-
garding discrepancies in his
identity documents. His name
was reportedly missing from
the 2002 voter list of West
Bengal. Family members said
the elderly man became ex-
tremely anxious during the
hearing when officials pointed
out issues with his papers.

The incident occurred in
Swarupda village under
Swarupnagar police station
limits. According to relatives,
Sultan suffered a cardiac arrest
at home on Thursday morning
and was pronounced dead. His
family expressed concern over
the stress caused by the SIR
process, highlighting the chal-
lenges faced by senior citizens
when summoned for verifica-
tion of voter documents.

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor Assumes Vice Chief Air Staff

NEW DELHI

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor
SYSM, PVSM, AVSM, VM
took charge as Vice Chief of
the Air Staff of the Indian
Air Force on Thursday, the
Ministry of Defence an-
nounced. He succeeded Air
Marshal Narmdeshwar Ti-
wari, who retired after 40
years of distinguished ser-
vice.

A graduate of the National
Defence Academy in Decem-
ber 1985, Air Marshal Ka-
poor was commissioned into
the fighter stream of the Fly-
ing Branch on December 6,
1986. He is an experienced
fighter pilot, qualified flying
instructor, and Fighter Com-
bat Leader. Over his career,
he has flown all variants of
the MiG-21 and MiG-29, ac-
cumulating over 3,400 hours

on combat and trainer air-
craft.

Air Marshal Kapoor has
served in operational, in-
structional, command, and
staff roles.

His key operational ten-
ures include commanding a
fighter squadron in the Cen-
tral Sector, serving as Station
Commander of a Western
Sector flying base, and Air
Officer Commanding of a
premier air base. His instruc-
tional roles include Chief
Instructor (Flying) at the Air
Force Academy and Direct-
ing Staff at the Defence Ser-
vices Staff College. He also
contributed to the induction
of the PC-7 Mk II aircraft
into the IAF.

His diplomatic experience
includes serving as Defence
Attache to Pakistan. Senior
staff roles include Assistant

Chief of Air Staff Operations
(Strategy), Air Defence
Commander at South West-
ern Air Command, and Air
Officer-in-Charge Personnel
at Air Headquarters.

Prior to this appointment,
he served as Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of
Training Command and

Indian Army Intensifies Winter
Operations In Pir Panjal

POONCH

The Romeo Force of the Indi-
an Army has stepped up search
and surveillance operations in
the Pir Panjal ranges of
Poonch district, Jammu and
Kashmir, amid heavy snowfall
and extreme cold. Troops are
operating at altitudes above
13,000 feet, navigating snow-
bound mountains and chal-
lenging terrain while maintain-
ing constant communication to
monitor suspected areas. Army
personnel, equipped with spe-
cialised winter gear, are con-
ducting coordinated exercises
along the border as a precau-

tionary measure. Simultane-
ously, counterterrorism opera-
tions have been intensified in
Kishtwar and Doda districts,
with units patrolling frozen
forests and mountain caves to
neutralise potential threats be-
fore the harsh winter fully sets
in. Despite the onset of Chillai
Kalan, Kashmir’s harshest win-
ter phase from December 21 to
January 31, the Army has main-
tained a proactive approach.
Temporary bases and surveil-
lance posts have been estab-
lished deep within snow-cov-
ered areas to prevent terrorists
from exploiting isolated moun-
tain regions for concealment.

South Western Air Com-
mand.

In recognition of his dis-
tinguished service, he has
been awarded the Vayu Sena
Medal (2008), Ati Vishisht
Seva Medal (2022), and the
Param Vishisht Seva Medal
and Sarvottam Yudh Seva
Medal (2025).

FOOD SAFETY

Confusion Over

Indore Water
Contamination Deaths

INDORE

Indore is grappling with un-
certainty over deaths caused
by contaminated water in Bh-
agirathpura. Residents claim
13 fatalities, including a six-
month-old, while Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav confirmed
four deaths, and Mayor
Pushyamitra Bhargava cited
seven. Cases of diarrhoea and
vomiting were first reported a
week ago, affecting around
1,400-1,500 people, with 200
hospitalised. Officials said all
admitted patients are recover-
ing and being discharged.
Preliminary investigation
revealed that leakage allowed
drainage water to enter the
drinking water pipeline, trig-
gering the outbreak. The area
falls under the Indore-1 as-
sembly constituency of Urban
Development Minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya, who
stated that officials are verify-
ing the actual death toll. He
assured that financial aid
would be provided to families
if additional deaths are con-
firmed, as announced by CM

Conflicting reports
emerge on the death toll
from contaminated water
in Indore, with locals,
CM, and Mayor providing
different figures.
Authorities continue
investigation and restore
water supply.

Yadav. Additional Chief Sec-
retary Sanjay Dubey visited
the affected area with local
officials to assess the situa-
tion. Authorities repaired the
water pipeline and restored
the supply on Thursday. Wa-
ter samples were collected
from households and sent for
testing to ensure safety.

The conflicting death fig-
ures highlight gaps in infor-
mation, with residents insist-
ing more lives were lost than
officially reported. Local ad-
ministration continues to in-
vestigate and monitor the
health of affected residents.
Officials urge citizens to re-
port symptoms promptly and
ensure safe drinking water at
homes.
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Punjab Police Busts
Organised Gang, Seizes
Weapons, Arrests

CHANDIGARH

In a major breakthrough,
Punjab Police has busted
an organised crime gang,
arrested nine accused in-
volved in murder, extor-
tion, and target killings,
and recovered several
weapons, officials said on
Thursday. The accused are
part of a well-structured
criminal network and
were allegedly planning a
serious offence, Director
General of Police Gaurav
Yadav confirmed.
According to the DGP,
Patiala Police recovered
nine .32 bore pistols and
one PX5 .30 bore pistol
from the gang. An FIR has
been registered, and fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway to unravel the
gang’s activities and con-
nections. Authorities
stressed that Punjab Police
remains committed to dis-
mantling organised crime
networks to maintain
peace and public safety

across the state.

The arrests come amid a
sustained campaign
against narcotics in Pun-
jab, part of the Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Singh
Mann-led “Yudh Nashian
Virudh” initiative. On De-
cember 31, over 1,000 of-
ficers conducted multiple
raids in a single day, per-
suading 46 individuals to
undergo de-addiction
treatment. In the 304-day
campaign, 113 drug smug-
glers were arrested, 82
FIRs registered, and a to-
tal of 42,480 smugglers
apprehended.

The operations also led
to the recovery of 455
grams of heroin, 25 kg of
poppy husk, 1,995 intoxi-
cant tablets or capsules,
and Rs 54,440 in drug
money. The police empha-
sised that focused raids,
search operations, and
awareness initiatives re-
main ongoing to eradicate
drugs and ensure law and
order throughout Punjab.

FSSAI MANDATES SCIENTIFIC EVIDEN CE FORFOOD

NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India (FS-
SAI) has directed food pro-
ducers to submit scientific
evidence in a standardised
format to support claims
about their products. The
move follows findings that
many previous submissions
lacked proper data or struc-
ture, making accurate risk
assessments difficult.

Under the new guidelines,
all stakeholders seeking food
safety reviews or changes in
standards must provide de-

tailed information, including
domestic dietary consump-
tion of the product, nutrition-
al content, acceptable intake
limits, allergy risks, and tox-
icology reports. Submissions
must also outline testing
methods and the laboratories
used for analysis.

The FSSAI, which regu-
lates food manufacture, stor-
age, distribution, sale, and
import, stated that the stan-
dardised format will help
scientific panels and com-
mittees conduct risk assess-
ments according to the 2016
regulations for its Scientific

Committee and Scientific
Panel. This will ensure deci-
sions on food safety are
based on reliable scientific
evidence.

Representations for new or
existing food products will
be reviewed by the FSSAI’s
Science and Standards Divi-
sion. The regulator has as-

sured that all data submitted
will remain confidential and
used solely for scientific
evaluation, standard-setting,
and policy-making purposes.

This step aims to make the
food safety review process
more transparent, consistent,
and reliable, helping ensure
that consumers have access
to safe and wholesome food.

By requiring comprehen-
sive scientific documenta-
tion, the FSSAI hopes to
prevent misleading claims
and strengthen regulatory
oversight across India’s food
industry.
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Afghanistan Hit b
Series of Recent
Earthquakes

KABUL
Afghanistan experi-
enced another earth-
guake on Thursday,
measuring 4.5 in mag-
nitude at a depth of 113
km, the National
Center for Seismology
(NCS) reported. This
follows quakes of
magnitudes 4.1 and
4.0 on December 29
and 27, respectively.
The country, especially
the Hindu Kush region,
lies in a highly active
seismic zone. Repeat-
ed tremors worsen
conditions for commu-
nities already affected
by conflict and limited
development. Past
earthquakes, including
a 6.3-magnitude
guake in November,
caused deaths, inju-
ries, and significant
damage.

Baloch Youth
Disappears Amid
Pakistan HR Crisis

BALOCHISTAN
Another case of al-
leged enforced disap-
pearance has emerged
in Balochistan’s Kech
district. Yasir, son of
Nasir, was reportedly
taken during a late-
night operation in
Gowak area of Mand
between Tuesday and
Wednesday. Family
members lost contact
after 3am, and au-
thorities have given no
information about his
whereabouts. Rights
groups say such disap-
pearances are becom-
ing routineg, leaving
families in uncertainty.
Meanwhile, Mir Zaman
Kurd, missing since
February 2024, was re-
cently released, high-
lighting the ongoing
human rights crisis.

Trump Hopes for Peace

on Earthin New Year

US President Donald Trump celebrated New Year at his Florida resort, sharing
his wishes publicly

WASHINGTON DC

US President Donald
Trump hosted a grand
New Year gala at his Flor-
ida resort on Thursday,
attended by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu and his wife Sara,
among others. When
asked about his New Year
wish, Trump said he
hoped for "Peace on
Earth," reported Fox
News. In his address, he
praised his government,
claiming the US was
“back and strong” and
boasting about the hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars collected in tariffs.
During the gala, Trump

auctioned a painting of Je-
sus Christ by artist Vanes-
sa Horabuena. The art-
work sold for USD 2.75
million, with proceeds
going to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital and a
sheriff’s department.
Trump also announced
that the National Guard
would be withdrawn from
Chicago, Los Angeles,
and Portland, citing re-
duced crime levels due to
their presence. He noted
federal forces might return
if crime rises in the future,
criticising local officials
for opposing their deploy-
ment. Just a week earlier,
the US Supreme Court
had blocked the National

Guard’s deployment in
Chicago over objections
from Illinois authorities.
Additionally, Trump
claimed that tariffs had
driven record investment
into the US, encouraging
businesses to establish
factories domestically. In
a Truth Social post, he
said the country set a
world record for invest-
ment, surpassing China,
and emphasised that do-
mestic products face no
tariffs, boosting economic
growth. Trump concluded
by congratulating the na-
tion for its “incredible
achievement,” underlining
his vision of a strong and
prosperous United States.

PAKISTAN ATTEMPTED TO HIGHLIGHT A HANDSHAKE
BETWEEN EAM S. JAISHANKAR AND NA SPEAKER IN DHAKA

Pakistan Amplifies Handshake,
Seeks Talks with India

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s top leadership
drew attention on Wednesday
by attempting to magnify a
brief handshake between In-
dian External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar and Pakistan
National Assembly Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq. The exchange oc-
curred at the funeral of former
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia in Dhaka and
was largely a courtesy ges-
ture. Pakistan’s National As-
sembly Secretariat issued a
press release portraying the
handshake as a sign of will-
ingness for dialogue, propos-
ing peace talks and coopera-
tive measures to avoid escala-
tion. The move comes amid
strained India-Pakistan rela-
tions following the Pahalgam
terror attack earlier this year,
in which 26 Indian tourists
were killed by groups India
alleges are Pakistan-backed.
India responded with calibrat-

ed diplomatic and security
measures, including suspen-
sion of participation in the
Indus Waters Treaty, restrict-
ing cross-border transit, and
scaling down bilateral en-
gagement to protect national
security.

In May 2025, India carried
out Operation Sindoor, strik-
ing terror camps run by
Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lash-
kar-e-Taiba in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir. These precision
strikes targeted terror infra-
structure while repelling Pa-
kistani escalation and safe-
guarding Indian interests.
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India has repeatedly stated
that engagement with Paki-
stan must be based on mutual
respect, verifiable security
assurances, and a terror-
ism-free environment. Ana-
lysts note that Pakistan’s re-
cent emphasis on the hand-
shake and calls for talks re-
flect attempts to project diplo-
macy, even as past incidents
continue to dominate bilateral
ties. Despite Pakistan’s over-
tures, India maintains that di-
alogue cannot coexist with
terrorism, and any meaningful
engagement will require con-
crete action against attacks
targeting civilians.

Life-Threatening Bushfir

SYDNEY

Authorities on Thursday
morning issued an emergency
warning as a life-threatening
bushfire burned near Perth
Airport in Western Australia.
The WA Department of Fire
and Emergency Services
(DFES) advised residents in
Kalamunda, 15 km east of
central Perth and 5 km from
the airport, to evacuate imme-
diately. The out-of-control
fire was moving north, threat-
ening lives and homes. Resi-
dents were instructed to leave
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in a westerly direction if safe,
Xinhua reported. DFES
warned, “Do not wait and see;
leaving at the last minute
could put your life in danger.”
Those stuck in vehicles were
advised to use a woollen blan-
ket and stay on the floor to
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s Evacuation near Perth Airport

protect against broken win-
dows from intense heat.
People unable to leave were
told to shelter in a room with
running water and a clear exit,
as extreme heat can be deadly
even before flames arrive.
The affected areas include
Kalamunda and neighbouring
suburbs Maida Vale and For-
restfield, with a combined
population of roughly 25,000,
according to the 2021 census.
Power lines in the warning
area were down, and several
roads were closed, although
Perth Airport remained unaf-

fected, the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation reported.
Firefighters urged residents to
act quickly to survive, empha-
sising that delaying evacua-
tion could have fatal conse-
quences. The DFES stressed
that early action is critical,
advising those in danger to
follow evacuation or shelter
guidelines without delay. Au-
thorities continue to monitor
the situation as fire crews bat-
tle the blaze and assist with
evacuations, highlighting the
ongoing risks posed by Aus-
tralia’s bushfire season.

China’s Military
Drills around
Taiwan Spark

Global Concern

TAIPEI

China’s recent large-scale
military exercises surround-
ing Taiwan have drawn wide-
spread international criti-
cism, raising fears of region-
al conflict and destabilisa-
tion. The two-day drills,
which ended on December
31, involved naval fleets,
fighter jets, bombers, drones,
and amphibious units, includ-
ing simulated port-seizure
operations, according to The
Epoch Times.

The European Union, Unit-
ed Kingdom, France, Germa-
ny, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, and the Philippines
expressed serious concern.
The European External Ac-
tion Service stressed that
peace and stability in the Tai-
wan Strait are essential for
global security and prosperi-
ty, warning against unilateral
attempts to alter the status

uo.

The Inter-Parliamentary
Alliance on China (IPAC),
comprising lawmakers from
democratic countries, con-
demned the exercises as a
deliberate escalation meant
to normalise military intimi-
dation.

The group called on demo-
cratic governments to adopt
practical deterrence measures
instead of symbolic respons-
es, cautioning that Beijing’s
actions indicate growing
readiness for conflict.

Karachi Street Crime Remains High Despite Police Claims

KARACHI : Despite police claims of reduced crime, Karachi residents continued
facing serious street crime threats in 2025, with more than 64,000 incidents reported and
over 70 fatalities, as per reports. Official figures from FIRs show 64,323 cases of robbery,
mobile phone snatching, and vehicle theft, though the actual number is believed higher as
many victims avoid reporting crimes. Comparing with 2024, police data show a drop from
71,105 street crimes to 64,323, a decrease of 6,782 cases. Fatalities linked to such crimes
fell from 99 in 2024 to 70 in 2025, while injuries dropped from 400 to 290. Mobile phone
snatching declined from 19,353 to 17,706 cases, and vehicle hijackings fell from 8,370 to 6,683,
including 302 cars and 6,381 motorcycles. Vehicle thefts also decreased from 43,382 to 39,934.

Zelenskyy Rejects

Weak Peace, Seeks
Strong Agreement

KYIV

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, in his New
Year address, stressed that
Ukraine wants peace but will
not accept any deal undermin-
ing its sovereignty. Speaking
from his office with a New
Year tree behind him, Zelen-
skyy acknowledged the fa-
tigue of Ukrainians after near-
ly four years of war but said
exhaustion should not be con-
fused with defeat.

He stated, “Peace? Yes. At
any cost? No. We want the
end of the war but not the end
of Ukraine.” Zelenskyy
warned that weak compromis-
es would only prolong con-
flict, saying his signature
would be placed only on
strong agreements that ensure
long-term peace.

He highlighted that recent
US-led diplomatic efforts
brought negotiations close to
completion. “A peace agree-
ment is 90 per cent ready; the
remaining 10 per cent will
decide the fate of Ukraine,
Europe, and how people live,”
he said.

Zelenskyy reiterated that
Russia’s demand for territori-
al concessions, particularly in
Donbas, is unacceptable, ar-
guing that giving in would
invite further aggression. He
reinforced Ukraine’s resil-

Ukraine’s President
Zelenskyy in his New
Year address insists on
ending the war without
surrender, rejecting
weak peace deals and
demanding strong
agreements that protect
the country’s
sovereignty.

ience, noting Russia has con-
sistently underestimated the
country’s character.

The president called for
peace arrangements that in-
clude guarantees to protect
independence and prevent fu-
ture attacks. His address came
as US officials held talks with
Ukrainian and European ad-
visers to push for a settle-
ment. Meanwhile, Russian
President Vladimir Putin de-
livered his own New Year
message, praising soldiers and
warning of a tougher negoti-
ating stance after alleging at-
tacks near his residence.
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Pakistan Sees Drop in Terror

Attacks after Border Closure

ISLAMABAD

Since closing its border
with Afghanistan on Octo-
ber 11 last year, Pakistan
has recorded a noticeable
decline in cross-border ter-
rorist attacks and related
deaths. The closure fol-
lowed tensions with Kabul
over allegations that Af-
ghan soil was being used
by terrorists, as per re-
ports.

Data from the Centre for
Research and Security
Studies (CRSS) shows that
terrorist attacks fell by
nearly 17 percent in De-
cember, following a 9 per-
cent decline in November.
Fatalities among civilians
and security officials also
dropped by around 4 per-
cent and 19 percent re-
spectively during the last
quarter of 2025.

Despite this short-term
improvement, 2025 re-
mained Pakistan’s most
violent year in a decade,
with overall violence surg-
ing by roughly 34 percent.
Fatalities rose from 2,555
in 2024 to 3,417 in 2025,
an increase of 862 deaths.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(KP) was the worst-hit re-
gion, with deaths climbing
from 1,620 to 2,331, ac-
counting for over 68 per-
cent of nationwide fatali-
ties and nearly 63 percent
of violent incidents. Ba-
lochistan also saw a rise,
with fatalities increasing
from 787 to 956, contrib-
uting 28 percent of deaths
and over 30 percent of vi-
olent incidents.

Violence in Punjab and
Sindh remained compara-
tively low, with just 40
and 56 fatalities respec-
tively, while Gilgit-Baltis-
tan reported the least im-
pact despite a minor in-
crease from one to four
deaths.

Experts note that while
the border closure has
helped reduce cross-bor-
der terrorism, long-term
efforts are needed to ad-
dress violence concentrat-
ed in northwestern and
southwestern provinces.
The drop in attacks sug-
gests that stricter border
control may be an effec-
tive tool, but sustained se-
curity measures are essen-
tial to improve nationwide
stability.

ZOHRAN MAMDANI BECOMES NEW YORK MAYOR

NEW YORK

Zohran Mamdani, a 34-year-
old democratic socialist, was
sworn in early Thursday as
New York City’s 112th may-
or, making history as the
youngest mayor in over a cen-
tury. He is also the city’s first
Muslim and first South Asian
mayor. Mamdani, a former
Queens-based state assembly-
man, rose to prominence on a
campaign focused on afford-
ability. His platform included
universal childcare, a rent
freeze for nearly two million
tenants, and making city bus-

es “fast and free,” according
to CNN. The private swear-
ing-in ceremony took place
shortly after midnight at the
historic, disused City Hall
subway station beneath City

Hall Park. Mamdani was
joined by his wife, artist
Rama Duwaji, and his par-
ents, filmmaker Mira Nair
and academic Mahmood
Mamdani. New York State

Attorney General Letitia
James administered the oath.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Mamdani described the venue
as “a testament to the impor-
tance of public transit” and
announced Michael Flynn as
the next commissioner of the
city’s Department of Trans-
portation. Improving public
transport, expanding bicycle
lanes, and redesigning streets
for pedestrians are central to
his agenda. A public inaugu-
ration ceremony is planned
later Thursday at City Hall
Plaza, with thousands expect-
ed. Progressive leaders, in-

cluding Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez and Bernie Sand-
ers, will participate, with
Sanders administering the
public oath. Supporters will
also attend a block party
called the “Inauguration of a
New Era.” While Mamdani’s
proposals energize progres-
sive voters, plans to tax the
wealthy require state approv-
al. His victory comes amid
national Democratic debates
over affordability and the par-
ty’s direction ahead of the
midterm elections, highlight-
ing his potential influence on
shaping future policies.
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Government rolled
out key reforms
in2025

NEW DELHI
The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA) undertook
several policy, regulatory,
institutional and technol-
ogy-driven initiatives in
2025 to further simplify
compliance, strengthen
corporate governance,
and enhance ease of do-
ing business in India, ac-
cording to an official
statement issued on
Thursday. The Ministry
has raised the threshold
limit of paid-up share
capital and turnover up to
Rs 10 crore and Rs 100
crore respectively for
small companies, making
more firms eligible for
various government in-
centives and easier loans
from financial institutions.
The government also
amended the Companies
Rules in September 2025
to widen the scope of
Fast Track Mergers and
Demergers under the
Companies Act.

Adani Group
doubles down on green
power

AHMEDABAD
In December 2025, Chair-
man of the diversified in-
frastructure major Adani
Group, Gautam Adani,
stood in the vast expanse
of the Great Rann of Ku-
tch in Gujarat. The land-
scape was stark. The in-
tent was clear. This was
the site of one of India’s
most ambitious renewa-
ble energy projects. The
visit was not symbolic -- it
reinforced a strategy cen-
tred on scale, speed and
execution. India’s energy
challenge is intensifying.
The country is home to
the world’s second largest
population. Its economy is
expanding rapidly. Power
demand is rising in step.
Peak electricity demand
grew from around 250 gi-
gawatts (GW) in the fi-
nancial year (FY) 2025
and is projected to reach
nearly 388 GW by FY
2032.

Sri Lanka inflation dips
below target, signalling
fresh economic worries

CoLOMBO
Sri Lanka’s inflation stood
at 2.1 percentin 2025,
well below the central
bank’s five percent target,
raising concerns over
weak consumer demand
despite signs of macroe-
conomic stability. The
central bank said on
Thursday that inflation is
expected to “gradually
accelerate” in 2026 to-
ward the target range.
The island nation has
been recovering from its
severe 2022 economic
crisis, when depleted for-
eign exchange reserves
triggered shortages of
food, fuel and medicines.
However, growth momen-
tum has been dented by
subdued spending and
the impact of Cyclone
Ditwah in November,
which killed more than
640 people and caused
an estimated $4.1 billion
in damage.
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~ Amaravati Revival and Mega
Investments Mark a Turning Point

Andhra Pradesh witnessed transformative momentum in 2025 with capital
revival, mega investments, and renewed confidence in governance statewide

AMARAVATI

The year 2025 emerged as a
defining phase for Andhra
Pradesh, marked by the re-
sumption of long-pending
capital development works in
Amaravati and a series of ma-
jor investment announce-
ments that reshaped the
State’s economic narrative.
Among the most significant
developments were the re-
launch of Amaravati capital
works, a landmark investment
decision by Google to estab-
lish a $15 billion Al data cen-
tre in Visakhapatnam, and
multiple agreements spanning
diverse sectors that under-
scored renewed investor con-
fidence.

The revival of Amaravati
stood out as the most symbol-
ic and politically significant

achievement of the year. Ful-
filling a key promise made
during the 2024 elections, the
Telugu Desam Party (TD-
P)-led coalition government,
with support from the BJP-led
government at the Centre, re-
started work on the ambitious
capital city project envisioned
by Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu. On May
2, 2025, Prime Minis- ¢
ter Narendra Modi
formally re-launched
the Amaravati devel-
opment works, nearly
a decade after laying
the foundation stone
for the new capital
of Andhra il
Pradesh. [

The State |
government /
resumed |

projects >
P

worth 356,000 crore, includ-
ing the construction of the
High Court, Legislative As-
sembly, State Secretariat, and
four major towers to house
Heads of Departments. Ex-
pressing confidence in the
pace of execution, Chief Min-
ister Naidu stated that the
core capital works would be

completed by March 2028.

Adding further mo-
mentum, the govern-
ment launched the sec-
ond phase of land
pooling in Amaravati,
proposing the acquisi-
tion of 16,666 acres
e across seven
. mandals.

\. Accord-
\ing to
.t h e
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I \\ Min-

ister, the existing 29-village
footprint was insufficient to
develop a metropolitan capital
on the scale of Hyderabad,
necessitating expansion.

A key administrative mile-
stone was achieved in Octo-
ber with the inauguration of
the Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Author-
ity (APCRDA) office. The
seven-storey, state-of-the-art
building, constructed in the
upcoming administrative core
of Amaravati, signaled visible
progress on the ground.

Earlier, in November,
Chief Minister Naidu,
along with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, laid the foundation
stone for regional head-
quarters of 15 public sector
banks and insurance com-
panies in Amaravati.

Maruti Suzuki capped 2025 with record vehicle exports, underscoring
India’s growing manufacturing strength and global automotive footprint

Maruti Suzuki Sets New Export

MUMBAI

India’s largest carmaker,
Maruti Suzuki India Limited,
on Thursday announced that it
exported 3.95 lakh vehicles in
calendar year 2025, marking
the highest-ever export per-
formance in its history. The
achievement represents a ro-
bust growth of over 21 per
cent compared to 2024, reaf-
firming the company’s leader-
ship in India’s passenger ve-
hicle export segment.

Describing the milestone as
a moment of pride, Hisashi
Takeuchi, Managing Director
and CEO of Maruti Suzuki
India Limited, said the record
performance reflects the
strength of India’s manufac-
turing ecosystem and the
growing trust of customers
across global markets. He
noted that achieving such
growth at a time when global
trade is experiencing uncer-
tainty highlights the resilience
of the company’s operations
and supply chains.

“At a time when global
trade is passing through a tur-
bulent phase, we regard this
21 per cent growth as a re-
sponsible contribution in sup-

Record in 2025

porting the nation’s export
momentum,” Takeuchi said in
the company’s statement. Ac-
cording to Maruti Suzuki, the
latest performance positions it
as India’s number one passen-
ger vehicle exporter for the
fifth consecutive year, consol-
idating its dominance in over-
seas markets.

During 2025, the automaker
exported as many as 18 differ-
ent models to over 100 coun-
tries, covering regions across
Latin America, Africa, the
Middle East, Asia, and Eu-
rope. The year was also sig-
nificant as it marked Maruti
Suzuki’s entry into electric
vehicle exports with the com-
mencement of overseas ship-
ments of Suzuki’s first Bat-
tery Electric Vehicle (BEV),

the e VITARA.

Following the flag-off of
the BEV from Maruti Suzu-
ki’s Hansalpur facility in Gu-
jarat by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in August, the
company has already export-
ed more than 13,000 units of
the e VITARA to 29 coun-
tries. A majority of these ex-
ports have been directed to-
wards European markets,
signaling strong acceptance of
India-made electric vehicles
on the global stage. The ex-
port milestone comes close on
the heels of another major
achievement for Maruti Suzu-
ki. In November, the compa-
ny announced that it had
crossed the landmark of 3
crore cumulative car sales in
the domestic market.

Gujarat begins
2026 with
development
push

VIRAMGAM

Marking a development-driv-
en start to the New Year, Gu-
jarat Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel on January 1 laid the
foundation stones for Rs 497
crore worth of infrastructure
projects across the Viramgam
Assembly constituency, cov-
ering Viramgam, Mandal and
Detroj talukas.

The projects span road in-
frastructure, railway connec-
tivity and overbridges, aimed
at accelerating growth and
improving regional connectiv-
ity. Addressing a large public
gathering, the Chief Minister
said the Mandal-Becharaji-Vi-
ramgam belt, once character-
ised by limited resources,
rain-dependent agriculture
and migration of youth in
search of employment, has
today transformed into a Spe-
cial Investment Region (SIR)
and an emerging auto hub un-
der the development vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Prime Minister’s
commitment to the welfare of
the last person and the mantra
of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas has set new bench-
marks of development across
the country, Patel said.

India-Maldives trade records 3-fold jump

NEW DELHI

The bilateral trade between
India and the Maldives has
grown more than threefold
over the last eight years, with
India’s exports doubling to
680 million in FY 2024-25
and imports from the Mal-
dives taking a huge 20-fold
leap to $119 million. Along
with the rising flow of Indian
tourists to the island nation,
the economic-interdepen-
dence between the two coun-
tries has been steadily grow-
ing over the years.

Recently, India—Maldives
relations have entered a re-
newed phase following Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the Maldives, during

which eight key bilateral
agreements were signed. The
agreements cover debt relief,
reducing the Maldives’ annual
repayment burden by 40 per
cent; a $565 million Line of
Credit for infrastructure;
UPI-RuPay integration; fish-
eries cooperation; housing
projects; security assistance;
climate resilience; and ad-
vancing FTA and investment

treaty talks, according to an
article published in the Mal-
dives Insight news portal.
The report highlights that
India’s exports, comprising
petroleum products, pharma-
ceutical products, and food
goods such as rice, fruits and
vegetables, are economic ne-
cessities for the island nation.
In addition, machinery, elec-
trical equipment, and trans-

KYV discontinued for cars on new
FASTag issued after Feb 1: NHAI

NEW DELHI

The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) on
Thursday announced to
discontinue the Know
Your Vehicle (KYV)
process for cars for
all new FASTag is-

suances, with effect

from February 1,

2026.

This is a major step
to enhance public conve-
nience and eliminate post-ac-
tivation harassment faced by
highway users of cars, jeeps
and vans. This reform will

bring significant relief to
lakhs of common road users
who were facing inconve-
nience and delays after
FASTag activation due
to post-issuance
KYV require-
ments, despite
having valid ve-
hicle documents,
said the Ministry
of Road Transport
and Highways in a
statement.

For existing FASTags al-
ready issued to cars, KYV
will no longer be mandatory
as a routine requirement.

in last 8 years

port vehicles exported by In-
dia play an important role in
meeting consumer demand in
the Maldives.

While smaller in value, im-
ports from the Maldives hold
strategic and economic signif-
icance. India primarily im-
ports fish and marine prod-
ucts.

The article states that tour-
ism is the most visible and
dynamic bridge between India
and the Maldives. It points
out that India has consistently
ranked among the top coun-
tries for tourist arrivals in the
Maldives, providing stability
and resilience to the tour-
ism-led economy, especially
when arrivals from Europe or
East Asia fluctuate.
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Train Likely by Aug 15,
2027: Railways Minister

NEW DELHI

India is likely to witness a
historic milestone in its trans-
portation journey with the in-
troduction of its first Bullet
Train by August 15, 2027,
according to Union Railways
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.
Speaking on Thursday, the
Minister indicated that the
country would see its first
Bullet Train running on tracks
next year, marking a signifi-
cant leap in modern rail infra-
structure.

Highlighting the symbolic
importance of the project,
Vaishnaw remarked that citi-
zens could “buy a Bullet
Train ticket on Independence
Day in 2027,” underlining the
government’s intent to align
the launch with a moment of
national pride. He described
the upcoming service as a
transformational step for Indi-
an Railways, comparable to
the impact made by the Vande
Bharat Express trains over the
past few years.

The Minister noted that the
Vande Bharat Express chair
car has generated a strong
sense of confidence among
passengers nationwide. Ac-
cording to him, the modern
design, comfort, and safety
standards of Vande Bharat
trains have been widely ap-
preciated, leading to growing
demand from across the coun-
try. “Almost every Member of
Parliament wants a Vande

India is poised to enter
the high-speed rail era,
with its first Bullet Train
expected by
Independence Day 2027.

Bharat train for their constit-
uency,” Vaishnaw said, add-
ing that the upcoming Vande
Bharat Sleeper version would
usher in a new era of over-
night rail journeys with simi-
lar standards of comfort and
efficiency. India’s first Bullet
Train project, officially
known as the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
corridor, spans 508 kilome-
tres. Of this, 352 kilometres
pass through Gujarat and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
while the remaining 156 kilo-
metres fall within Maharash-
tra. The corridor is designed
to connect major urban and
industrial centres including
Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Bha-
ruch, Surat, Vapi, Thane, and
Mumbai. Once operational,
the Bullet Train is expected to
reduce travel time between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad to
nearly two hours, significant-
ly enhancing inter-city mobil-
ity and economic integration.

According to the National
High-Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL), over 85
per cent of the corridor ap-
proximately 465 kilometres is
being constructed on elevated
viaducts, with 326 kilometres
already completed.

RN

PFRDA unveils policy
reforms to promote
sustainable growth of NPS

NEW DELHI

The Pension Fund Regula-
tory and Development Au-
thority's (PFRDA) board
has approved a framework
to permit Scheduled Com-
mercial Banks (SCBs) to
independently set up Pen-
sion Funds to manage
NPS, with the objective of
strengthening the pension
ecosystem, it was an-
nounced on Thursday. This
will enhance competition
and safeguard subscriber’s
interests.The proposed
framework seeks to ad-
dress existing regulatory
constraints that had limited
bank participation till now,
said Ministry of Finance in
a statement.

By introducing a clearly
defined eligibility criteria
based on net worth, market
capitalisation and pruden-
tial soundness in line with
RBI norms, it will ensure
that only well-capitalised
and systemically robust
banks are permitted to
sponsor Pension Funds.

“The detailed criteria
will be notified separately
and will apply to both new
and existing Pension

Funds,” the statement said.
PFRDA has appointed
three new Trustees on the
Board of NPS Trust, pur-
suant to the selection pro-
cess initiated by PFRDA.

These are Dinesh Kumar
Khara, Former Chairman,
State Bank of India; Swati
Anil Kulkarni, Former Ex-
ecutive Vice President,
UTI AMC-Trustee; and
Dr. Arvind Gupta,
Co-Founder and Head,
Digital India Foundation
and Member of the Na-
tional Venture Capital In-
vestment Committee under
the Fund of Funds Scheme
managed by SIDBI.

Khara has also been des-
ignated as the Chairperson
of the NPS Trust Board. In
order to align with evolv-
ing realities, aspirations of
the public, international
benchmarks and the objec-
tive of expanding coverage
across corporate.

January 2026 Rules Reshape Salary Structures Nationwide

NEW DELHI

The beginning of the New
Year 2026 has brought with it
a series of important regulato-
ry and policy changes that
directly impact the financial
lives of ordinary citizens.
From higher government sal-
aries to changes in fuel prices,
credit score updates, and tax
compliance rules, January 1
has marked a significant tran-
sition for households across
the country.

One of the most impactful

¢ developments is the imple-

mentation of the 8th Pay
Commission from January 1,
2026. The Union government
had approved the move earli-
er, paving the way for revised
pay structures for central gov-
ernment employees. The deci-
sion is expected to benefit
nearly 50 lakh serving em-
ployees and around 69 lakh
pensioners. With the rollout
of the new pay commission,
salaries are likely to rise by
20 to 35 per cent, providing a
substantial boost to dispos-
able income and purchasing
power for millions of fami-

lies.

On the price front, however,
the New Year has brought
mixed news. The government
has increased the price of
LPG cylinders by 2111 with
effect from January 1, 2026.
The hike applies exclusively
to 19-kg commercial LPG
cylinders, which are common-
ly used by hotels, restaurants,
and small businesses. In a ma-
jor relief for households, the
prices of domestic LPG cylin-
ders weighing 14.2 kg have
been kept unchanged, shield-
ing families from additional

cooking fuel expenses.
There has also been some
respite in fuel prices for vehi-
cle owners and
households using
piped gas. In-
draprastha Gas
Limited (IGL)
has revised
CNG and
PNG rates
downward
from the New
Year. CNG prices
have been reduced
by %3 per kg, while PNG
prices have been cut by 20.70

> 4

per unit. However, consumers
should note that the revised
rates differ across cities de-
pending on local distribu-
tion costs and taxes.
Another signifi-
cant change con-
cerns credit scores,
which play a cru-
cial role in loan
approvals and in-
terest rates. Until
now, credit scores
were updated only
once a monh. From 2026
onwards, credit scores will be
updated every seven days.
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2026: A Sports-Heavy
Year Fuelling India’s

Big Aspirations

Packed calendar, continental Games, and
Olympic pathways define a pivotal year ahead

CHENNAI

In sports, there is rarely a
pause, and 2026 promises to
be relentlessly action-packed
for India. From marquee
global tournaments to crucial
continental Games, the year
ahead will test depth, plan-
ning and ambition across dis-
ciplines. With the Asian
Games and Commonwealth
Games scheduled within the
next 10 months, Indian sport
enters a decisive phase that
could shape preparations for
the Los Angeles Olympics in
2028.

The year begins at full
throttle with the Hockey India
League, India Open badmin-
ton, the Men’s T20 World
Cup and the IPL, before
seamlessly transitioning into
football’s grandest spectacle
— the FIFA World Cup in the
United States, Canada and
Mexico. Add to that the Com-
monwealth Games in
Glasgow, Asian Games in Na-
goya, badminton World
Championships, Formula 1,
tennis Grand Slams and do-
mestic leagues, and fans will
barely have time to breathe.

For India, the Asian and
Commonwealth Games carry
special weight. The sports
ministry, in consultation with

INDIA IN 2026:
AT A GLANCE

= Big Events: Asian
Games, Commonwealth
Games, FIFA World Cup

m Key Medal Sports:
Shooting, athletics,
wrestling, boxing,
archery

m Strategic Goal:
Build momentum
toward LA 2028

= Domestic Boost:
Leagues and trials
shaping elite depth

m Expectation: Strong
continental showing,
smarter Olympic
pathway

the Indian Olympic Associa-
tion, has decided to send a
full-strength contingent to the
Asian Games, recognising
medal opportunities in both
Olympic and non-Olympic
disciplines. The truncated
Commonwealth Games, fea-
turing just 10 sports, will still
offer India strong medal pros-
pects in weightlifting, boxing,
athletics, lawn bowls and judo
— areas where the country
has consistently delivered.
Shooting is expected to be
one of India’s biggest medal

earners. NRAI officials are
targeting at least one medal in
every Asian Games event, us-
ing 2026 as a crucial stepping
stone toward LA 2028. Ath-
letics, too, aims to consolidate
continental supremacy, with
focus on javelin throw and
relay events, while expanding
competitiveness across
sprints, middle-distance and
combined events.

Wrestling looks to rebound
after a difficult 2025, with
long national camps, foreign
coaches and the revival of the
Pro Wrestling League provid-
ing continuity. Badminton and
boxing face their own chal-
lenges — rebuilding depth in
the former and ensuring con-
sistency, especially in men’s
boxing, in the latter. Archery,
buoyed by sustained interna-
tional success, enters the
Asian Games with high ex-
pectations, particularly in
compound events.

Beyond medals, 2026 will
be about systems, maturity
and honest assessment. With
multiple federations aligning
calendars, refining selection
policies and strengthening
high-performance pro-
grammes, the year could de-
fine India’s sporting trajectory
well beyond the immediate
podium finishes.

Ivory Coast, Cameroon Rally
as Sudan Advances despite War

CASABLANCA

Defending champion Ivory
Coast and five-time winner
Cameroon both produced
stirring comeback victories
as the Africa Cup of Na-
tions group stage conclud-
ed, while Sudan advanced
to the knockout rounds de-
spite defeat and the ongo-
ing war in their homeland.

Bazoumana Touré struck
deep into stoppage time as
Ivory Coast overturned a
two-goal deficit to beat Ga-
bon 3-2, sealing top spot in
Group F. Christopher Opéri
delivered the decisive cross
for Touré’s header and had
earlier assisted Evann
Guessand’s 84th-minute
equaliser, with both players
coming off the bench as
coach Emerse Faé reshuf-

fled to counter Gabon’s
early dominance. Camer-
oon also rallied from be-
hind, beating Mozambique
2-1 to finish second in the
group. Both Ivory Coast
and Cameroon ended on
seven points with a goal
difference of plus two, but
Ivory Coast claimed first
place by scoring five goals
to Cameroon’s four. Mo-
zambique progressed as
one of the four best third-
placed teams, while Gabon
bowed out.

Real Madrid Star Mbappé
Sidelined With Injury

PARIS

Real Madrid forward Kylian
Mbapp¢ has been ruled out
after suffering an injury to his
left knee, the Spanish club
confirmed. In a brief state-
ment, Madrid said the France
international has been diag-
nosed with a knee sprain,
though the club stopped short
of providing a clear timeline
for his return.

According to reports,
Mbappé is expected to
miss at least three
weeks of action.
The report said
the 25-year-old
had been manag-
ing discomfort for
several weeks due
to a problem with
the lateral ligament in
his knee. An MRI scan con-
ducted on Wednesday morn-
ing reportedly revealed a le-
sion that now requires treat-
ment and a period of rest.

The injury comes at an un-
fortunate time for both player
and club, with Mbappé enjoy-
ing a prolific run of form.
Earlier this month, he scored
his 59th goal of 2025 for Real
Madrid, equalling the club
record for most goals in a cal-
endar year — a mark previ-

Mbappé
faces spell
onsidelines
after MRl reveals
knee ligament
lesion.

ously held by Cristiano Ron-
aldo. Since joining Madrid
from Paris Saint-Germain in
the summer of 2024, Mbappé
has been a central figure in
the team’s attack.

This season alone, Mbappé
has already netted 29 goals in
all competitions, including a
league-leading 18 in La Liga,
underlining his importance to
Carlo Ancelotti’s side. His ab-
sence is likely to be keenly

felt as Madrid look to
maintain momentum
on multiple fronts.

Despite carrying

the knee issue,
Mbappé was re-
cently seen at-
tending Africa
Cup of Nations
matches, including
the opening game be-
tween hosts Morocco and
Mali on Friday, followed by
the Cameroon versus Ivory
Coast clash on Sunday.

Real Madrid’s immediate
concern will be their upcom-
ing La Liga fixture against
Real Betis on Sunday. With
Mbappé¢ sidelined, Madrid
may need to reshuffle their
attacking options as they
await further updates on the
extent of their star forward’s
recovery.

Paris hosts historic derby as PSG meet Paris FC after decades apart
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Paris Derby Returns After 36
Years as PSG Face Paris FC

PARIS

After a wait of 36 years,
French men’s league football
finally welcomes back a cap-
ital city derby when Paris
Saint-Germain host Paris FC
on Sunday. It is a uniquely
local rivalry too, with PSG’s
Parc des Princes and PFC’s
Stade Jean-Bouin separated
by just 44 metres, making
it one of the closest
stadium pairings in top-flight
football.

Paris FC earned promotion
last season and moved into
Stade Jean-Bouin, traditional-
ly a rugby venue, setting the
stage for a long-anticipated
Parisian showdown. The con-
test, however, appears mis-
matched on paper. PSG are
the defending French and Eu-

ropean champions, while PFC
are battling to stay afloat in
their debut Ligue 1 campaign,
sitting 14th in the 18-team ta-
ble after losing half their
matches.

PFC’s attacking spark has
largely come from midfielder
Ilan Kebbal, their leading
scorer with six goals, but he
will miss the derby while on
Africa Cup of Nations duty
with Algeria. PSG, mean-
while, have had to navigate
injuries to key forwards Ous-
mane Dembélé and Désiré
Doué. That disruption has
shown in the standings, with
PSG second behind surprise
leaders Lens and already
matching last season’s total of
two league defeats.

The gulf in history and sil-
verware is stark. PSG boast a

record 13 French league titles
and 16 French Cups, while
Paris FC’s men’s team has
never won a league or a major
cup. Financial backing re-
flects that divide too. PSG
have been owned by Qatar
Sports Investments since 2011
and posted club-record reve-
nue of 837 million euros last
season.

Paris FC’s recent takeover
by the Arnault family of lux-
ury giant LVMH promises
intrigue for the future. An-
toine Arnault’s investment
could eventually turn neigh-
bours into genuine rivals. The
rivalry will be renewed quick-
ly as well, with the two sides
set to meet again in the
French Cup on January 12 —
proof that Parisian football is
finally stirring again.
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Australia on Thursday
named a spin-heavy
15-member squad for the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup,
to be jointly hosted by Sri
Lanka and India, underlining
their strategy to adapt to sub-
continental conditions. The
defending champions have
leaned heavily on slow bowl-
ing options, with Adam
Zampa, Glenn Maxwell,
Matthew Kuhnemann and
part-time spin choices form-
ing the core of their attack.
A notable omission is a
left-arm pacer, following
Mitchell Starc’s retirement
from T20 internationals late
last year. Starc had featured
in five of Australia’s last six
ICC T20 tournaments, miss-
ing only one. In his absence,
selectors opted for variety in
spin and all-round depth
rather than outright pace.
The biggest surprise in-
clusion is young all-rounder
Cooper Connolly, who has
not featured in Australia’s
last 12 T20 Internationals.
His selection signals a
long-term view, especially
for conditions expected to
assist slower bowlers.
Mitchell Marsh will lead
the side, supported by expe-
rienced campaigners such
as Marcus Stoinis, Travis
Head and Cameron Green.
Fitness, however, re-
mains a concern for the
Australians. A scan on Pat
Cummins’ back later this
month will determine his
availability for the tourna-
ment. Josh Hazlewood and
Tim David are also on the
comeback trail after ham-
string injuries, though se-
lectors remain hopeful of
their recovery before the
competition begins. Under

P Focus:
Australia Pick Spin-
Heavy Squad for T20 WC

MELBOURNE

AUSTRALIA AT T20
WORLD CUP 2026
m Captain:
Mitchell Marsh
m Spin options:
Zampa, Maxwell,
Kuhnemann, Short

m Key fitness watch:
Pat Cummins (back)

= Tournament opener:
vs Ireland, Feb 11
(Colombo)

m Defending champions:
2021 winners

Australia squad:
Mitchell Marsh (cap-
tain), Xavier Bartlett,
Cooper Connolly, Pat
Cummins, Tim David,

Cameron Green,
Nathan Ellis, Josh Ha-
zlewood, Travis Head,

Josh Inglis, Matthew

Kuhnemann, Glenn

Maxwell, Matthew
Short, Marcus Stoinis,

Adam Zampa.

ICC regulations, teams are
permitted to make squad
changes until January 31.

Australia will open their
World Cup campaign
against Ireland in Colombo
on February 11, followed
by Zimbabwe on February
13 at the same venue. They
then face Sri Lanka in Kan-
dy on February 16 before
concluding the group stage
against Oman on February
20. All group matches will
be played in Sri Lanka,
with travel to India sched-
uled if Australia progress to
the Super Eights.

The squad will get match
practice in a three-match
T20 series against Pakistan
later this month.

Defiant Kramnik Sues FIDE for
Defamation in Swiss Civil Court

NEW DELHI

Russian chess great Vladimir
Kramnik has filed a defamation
lawsuit against world govern-
ing body FIDE in a
Swiss civil court, esca-
lating an extraordinary
dispute that has rocked
the global chess com-
munity. The former
world champion said N
he was forced to seek =
legal remedy after what he de-
scribed as relentless attacks by
fellow players and FIDE offi-
cials over his allegations of on-
line cheating. Kramnik became

the subject of an ethics inquiry
by FIDE following his public
claims against several players,
including American Grandmas-
ter Daniel Naroditsky, who
died last year at the
age of 29. While the
exact cause of
Naroditsky’s death re-
mains unknown, he
had spoken in his final
livestream about in-
tense mental stress
said to be linked to the accusa-
tions. Czech Grandmaster Da-
vid Navara has also stated that
similar allegations by Kramnik
left him distressed and suicidal.

McCullum, Stokes Face Test after Melbourne ‘Lottery’ Win

MELBOURNE

Former England captain Mi-
chael Vaughan has delivered a
blunt warning to head coach
Brendon McCullum and skip-
per Ben Stokes, cautioning
that England’s Ashes victory
at Melbourne should not mask
deeper issues within the team.
Vaughan described England’s
Boxing Day Test win at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground as
a “lottery”, insisting the final
Test in Sydney will be crucial
for the continuation and cred-
ibility of the Bazball era.
England’s triumph at the
MCG was historic, ending a
drought of more than 5,000
days without a Test win on
Australian soil, their last suc-
cess coming in 2011. Howev-
er, the victory came on a
highly bowler-friendly sur-
face that produced 36 wick-

A

ets, all falling to pace, and
saw the match conclude in-
side two days. England had
already lost the Ashes after
defeats in the first three Tests
of the series.

Pacer Josh Tongue emerged
as the standout performer,
claiming match figures of 7
for 89, including a five-
wicket haul in the first in-
nings. He became the first

England bowler in the 21st
century to take a five-for
in a Boxing Day Test at
Melbourne.

Vaughan argued that while
the win was morale-boosting,

it did not represent a “proper
Test match”, stressing that
England must now prove
themselves in Sydney by win-
ning a full, competitive con-
test. He warned that a heavy
defeat in the fifth Test would
spark serious internal discus-
sions within English cricket,
even though McCullum and
Stokes are expected to contin-
ue in their roles.

Under McCullum, England
have won 25 and lost 17 of
their 45 Tests, redefining their
approach with aggressive bat-
ting and bold tactics. Vaughan
urged the team to show great-
er maturity, accept mistakes
from the tour, and avoid stub-
bornly blaming bad luck. Ac-
cording to him, honest self-re-
flection, rather than constant
changes, will determine
whether Bazball truly has a
sustainable future.
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AIFF Requests ISL Clubs to Confirm Participation

All India Football Federation seeks clarity on clubs, format as ISL season faces mounting delays

BENGALURU

With uncertainty continuing
over operational costs and the
structure of the upcoming In-
dian Super League (ISL) sea-
son, the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) has for-
mally asked clubs to confirm
their participation and pre-
ferred format. The move
comes as the federation races
against time to meet adminis-

trative, legal and regulatory
deadlines.

In a letter addressed to ISL
clubs, AIFF said it must submit
the outcomes of meetings held
between the clubs and the fed-
eration’s Clubs Coordination
Committee from December 24
to 30 to the Union sports min-
istry by January 2. The letter
also noted that the Supreme
Court is set to resume after its
vacation on January 5, 2026,

and stakeholders may be re-
quired to file documents based
on legal advice.

While Jamshedpur FC have
already confirmed their partic-
ipation, Odisha FC remain hes-
itant, citing sponsor-related
challenges. The club has earlier
stated that it would not consider
taking part without securing an
eligible commercial partner, a
task made difficult by the lim-
ited time available.

INDIA
ALL INDIA
@ FOOTBALL
FEDERATION

Concerns have also intensi-
fied following discussions
that clubs may need to con-
tribute Rs 2.5 crore each for
the season, significantly high-

er than the Rs 1 crore earlier
proposed under AIFF’s 20-year
plan. Club officials have ques-
tioned whether even increased
contributions would meaning-
fully bridge the financial gap.
“Even with all the clubs putting
in Rs 2.5 crore, we are nowhere
close to covering operational
costs,” said a senior club offi-
cial.

AIFF has pegged the annual
operational budget at Rs 70

crore, but estimates during
recent meetings suggested the
Goa leg alone could cost
around Rs 42 crore. Mean-
while, the federation is pre-
paring to float a revised ten-
der for a new commercial
partner after the earlier pro-
cess failed to attract bidders.
AIFF has also sought con-
firmation on the competition
format to approach the Asian
Football Confederation for a

possible one-time relaxation
on the minimum match re-
quirement for continental eli-
gibility. Most clubs have
broadly agreed on a two-con-
ference format with cen-
tralised venues in Goa
and Kolkata, potentially fol-
lowed by playoffs to increase
matches.

With deadlines looming,
clarity from clubs is now cru-
cial for the ISL’s revival.

Smriti Mandhana-
led India Women
visit Mahakaleshwar
Temple

UJJAIN

The Indian women’s cricket
team, led by star batter Smriti
Mandhana, began 2026 on a
spiritual note by visiting the
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirlinga
Temple in Ujjain, Madhya
Pradesh. Fresh from their his-
toric ICC Women’s World
Cup 2025 triumph, several
members of the squad attend-
ed the sacred Bhasm Aarti, a
revered ritual dedicated to
Lord Shiva.

Mandhana, along with Sha-
fali Verma, Renuka Singh
Thakur, Sneh Rana, Radha
Yadav, and Arundhati Reddy,
participated in the early morn-
ing prayers, seeking blessings
for health, success, and a
strong year ahead in interna-
tional cricket. A video shared
on social media captured the
team seated quietly, deeply
immersed in devotion, while
temple priests offered their
blessings as per tradition.

The Mahakaleshwar Jyotir-
linga Temple, one of the
twelve sacred Jyotirlingas of
Lord Shiva, holds immense
religious significance. The
Bhasm Aarti, performed at
dawn, draws devotees from
across India, and on January
1, the temple saw a large
gathering seeking peace and
prosperity.

India Women ended 2025 on
a high, completing a dominant
5-0 T20I series sweep against
Sri Lanka at Thiruvananthapu-
ram. The year also marked a
historic milestone with India,
under Harmanpreet Kaur’s
leadership, winning their
first-ever ICC Women’s ODI
World Cup on home soil. Fol-
lowing the triumph, the team
maintained momentum, win-
ning series against West Indies,
England, and Sri Lanka. Look-
ing ahead, India prepares for a
busy 2026, including a T20
World Cup starting June 12.

3 Indians Join FIFA Referees List for 2026

NEW DELHI

Indian football officiating re-
ceived a significant boost as
three more referees, including
a woman, were added to the
FIFA International List of
Match Officials for 2026, the
All India Football Federation
(AIFF) confirmed. The inclu-
sion takes India’s total repre-
sentation on the elite FIFA list
to 19 match officials for the
coming year.

Rachana Hasmukhbhai Ka-
mani from Gujarat has been
inducted into the FIFA list of
women referees, marking an-
other milestone for women
officials in Indian football. In
the men’s category, Ashwin
Kumar from Puducherry and
Aditya Purkayastha from Del-
hi earned their places after
completing the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) Referee
Academy course in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. Kamani is

currently undergoing the same
AFC programme, which is
designed to prepare referees
for international assignments.

In addition to the three ref-
erees, two Indians — Murali-
tharan Pandurangan of
Puducherry and Peter Chris-
topher of Maharashtra —
have been named as FIFA
Assistant Referees, further
strengthening India’s presence
among global match officials.

According to AIFF, the ex-

FIFA

7 Indian

officiating gains

selection.

For 2026, India will have
eight referees on the FIFA list.
They include Venkatesh R,
Harish Kundu, Senthil Nathan
Sekaran, Crystal John, Ash-
win Kumar, Aditya Pur-
kayastha, Ranjita Devi Tek-
cham and Rachana Kamani.
The assistant referees list fea-
tures Vairamuthu Parasura-
", man, Sumanta Dutta, Arun
“, Sasidharan Pillai, Ujjal

Halder, Muralitharan

panded list %/global recognition | Pandurangan, Dipesh

reflects sus-
tained efforts %

to improve “MM
refereeing stan- ™.
dards through

structured education, fitness
benchmarks and exposure to
high-level competitions. Be-
ing part of the FIFA list en-
ables officials to be appointed
to international matches, in-
cluding AFC tournaments and
FIFA competitions, subject to

as FIFA expands
referee roster.

Manohar Sawant,
Sourav Sarkar, Christo-
4 pher Peter, Riiohlang

waff Dhar and Elangbam Debala

Devi. Vishal Mahendrabhai
Vaja has been named as In-
dia’s FIFA futsal referee.

The development under-
lines India’s growing foot-
print in international football
officiating and opens new
opportunities for its referees
on the global stage.

Young Shanvi Satish Wins
Bronze At National hampionship

RAMANAGARA

Ramanagara celebrated a
proud moment as §-year-old
Shanvi Satish won a bronze
medal at the National Sub-Ju-
nior Tackwondo Champion-
ship held in Gandhinagar,
Gujarat, from December 27 to
31. Representing Karnataka in
the 25-30 kg weight category
for 8—10-year-olds, Shanvi
impressed in the sparring
event, demonstrating skill,

ST GmAE

courage, and determination.
Over 450 young athletes
from states including Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Delhi, Gujarat, Odisha, and
Kerala participated in the
competition. Shanvi advanced
confidently through the open-
ing rounds, facing tough
bouts in the semifinals before
securing the bronze medal.
Her achievement is remark-
able given her age and expe-
rience, especially competing

Y
LR

40th NATIONAL SUB-JUNIOR /JUNIOR

LYY

ULT/SENIOR/VETERAN

YOUTH-18f®

against older opponents, in-
cluding the 10-year-old gold
medalist.

Currently studying in Class
3 at Netaji School, Shanvi has
already earned medals inter-
nationally, with victories in
Dubai, Uzbekistan, Malaysia,
and at the Asian Champion-
ship, signaling her rising pro-
file in tackwondo. She trains
under Indian team coaches
Pradeep and Balarajan, who
have guided her consistent
growth in the sport.

Daughter of Satish, District
President of the Government
Employees’ Association, and
Chaitra, Shanvi’s success has
brought pride to her family
and the Ramanagara commu-
nity. Local officials, including
District Commissioner Yash-
want Gurukar, Zilla Pancha-
yat CEO Anmol Jain, Super-
intendent of Police Srinivas
Gowda, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Chandraiah,
and association leaders, con-
gratulated her and wished her
continued success in future
tournaments.

BCCI to
Announce India
ODI Squad for
New Zealand
Series on Jan 3

NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) will
finalise and announce India’s
ODI squad for the upcoming
three-match series against New
Zealand on Saturday, January
3. This home series, starting
January 11 in Vadodara, offers
India a key platform to sharpen
their 50-over game ahead of the
2027 World Cup. According to
reports, selection committee
chief Ajit Agarkar will hold an
online meeting with other pan-
el members to confirm the
squad. Indian players are
scheduled to arrive in Vadodara
on January 7, with the first ODI
set four days later. Subsequent
matches will be played in Ra-
jkot and Indore before both
teams shift focus to a five-
match T20I series across Nag-
pur, Raipur, Guwahati, Vi-
sakhapatnam, and Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

Kohli, Rbhit Power ODI

]illi

Revival, Spur Irfan Pathan’s
Call for Tri-Series

NEW DELHI

Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma’s selective presence in in-
ternational cricket has
breathed fresh life into the
ODI format, prompting for-
mer India all-rounder Irfan
Pathan to call for longer series
and the return of multi-nation
tournaments to capitalise on
the renewed buzz.

With both stalwarts step-
ping away from T20Is and
Tests, their ODI appearances
have become rare, high-val-
ue events. Recent bilateral
series against Australia and
South Africa gener-
ated uncommon
excitement around
50-over cricket, re-
calling the fervour
of the 2023 ODI
World Cup. Fans, [
broadcasters and ~
boards have all felt the im-
pact of the duo’s exclusivity,
which has turned each ODI
into a marquee occasion.

Building on that momen-
tum, Pathan stressed the
need for administrators to
rethink ODI scheduling. He
advocated five-match series
instead of the standard three,
while also pushing for tri-se-
ries and quadrangular tour-
naments to sustain fan en-
gagement.

“That’s why I am repeat-
edly saying one thing. Why
can’t we have five ODIs in-
stead of three? Why can’t

we have a triangular or
quadrangular series?”
Pathan said. “Why can’t we
arrange that, because these
two greats play only one
format? If a lot of interest
has returned to ODI cricket,
these two have brought it.”

Kohli and Rohit have not
only drawn crowds but de-
livered consistently on the
field. Rohit currently leads
the ICC ODI batting rank-
ings, with Kohli close be-
hind in second, underlining
their enduring dominance in
the format. Pathan also urged
Indian cricket to maximise
the remaining win-
dow before the next
World Cup. He sug-
gested regular
match exposure—
both internationally
and domestically—
to maintain rhythm
and sustain interest.

“The biggest thing is that
they are also performing,”
Pathan said. “The World
Cup is far away. The more
we get to see them repre-
senting India, and even play-
ing domestic cricket when
not on national duty, the bet-
ter it is.”

As ODI cricket searches
for relevance in a crowded
calendar, Kohli and Rohit’s
star power may be its stron-
gest asset—and, as Pathan
argues, one that needs
smarter scheduling to fully
harness.

British boxing star released from hospital after accident that killed two teammates

Anthoﬁy Joshua Diséharged
After Fatal Road Crash in Nigeria

ABUJA

British boxer Anthony Joshua
has been discharged from
hospital after being involved
in a fatal road crash near La-
gos that claimed the lives of
two of his close associates,
Nigerian authorities said.
The two-time former
heavyweight world champi-
on and Olympic gold med- /
allist was injured in the
accident on Monday,
December 29, while
travelling on a major
highway close to Ni-
geria’s commercial
capital. Joshua
had been admit-
ted to Lagoon
Hospital in La-
gos and placed
under observa-
tion while re-
covering from
minor injuries, ac-
cording to his pro-
moter Eddie Hearn’s
Matchroom Boxing. :
Lagos State Commis-
sioner for Information Gbenga

Omotoso said in a statement
posted on X that Joshua was
released late Wednesday after-
noon after doctors deemed him
clinically fit to continue recu-
perating at home. Omotoso
added that Joshua and his
mother later visited a funeral
home in Lagos to pay their fi-
nal respects to the two victims
ahead of arrangements for
repatriation.

The crash killed Sina
Ghami, Joshua’s long-
time strength and condi-

tioning coach, and Latif
“Latz” Ayodele, a trainer who
was part of the boxer’s inner
circle. Just hours before the ac-

cident, Joshua and Ayodele had
shared videos on social media
of themselves playing table
tennis, highlighting the close-
ness of the group.

Eddie Hearn earlier paid
tribute to the victims, saying
their energy, loyalty and ded-
ication would be deeply
missed. The vehicle carrying
Joshua and his team struck a
stationary truck on the La-
gos-Ibadan Expressway, a key
artery linking Ogun State
with Lagos. Footage circulat-
ing on social media showed
Joshua being pulled from the
wreckage in visible pain.

The tragedy has reignited
concerns over road safety in
Nigeria, where traffic acci-
dents remain a major issue.
According to the Federal
Road Safety Corps, 5,421
people were killed in 9,570
road accidents in 2024, an in-
crease of 340 deaths com-
pared to the previous year.

Nigeria is the homeland of
Joshua’s parents, and the box-
er has maintained strong ties

with the country.

Neymar Set to
Extend Santos
Stay until End of
2026: Reports

SAO PAULO

Brazilian forward Neymar is set
to renew his contract with Santos
until December 31, 2026, ac-
cording to sources close to the
negotiations. The announcement
follows a cryptic social media
post by Santos, showing an aeri-
al view of their Vila Belmiro sta-
dium with the date “December
31,2026 and the text: “The time
is coming,” fueling speculation
about the superstar’s future. Ney-
mar, 33, returned to his boy-
hood club at the start of the
season but faced interruptions
due to injuries. Despite this, he
scored four goals in Santos’ fi-
nal three games, helping the
team avoid relegation on the
last day of the season in De-
cember. Following the cam-
paign, Neymar underwent a
successful operation on his left
knee to repair a damaged me-
niscus. The surgery, performed
by Brazil’s national team doc-
tor, was confirmed by Santos
on December 22. The Brazilian
star is expected to make a full
recovery before the start of the
2026 season.

Vengsarkar questions selectors as Sarfaraz Khan’s
domestic excellence continues to be overlooked

Vengsarkar Slams Selectors over Sarfaraz

NEW DELHI

Snub, Calls Omission a ‘Real Shame’

Former India cricketer and
ex-BCCI chief selector Dilip
Vengsarkar has strongly criti-
cised the national selection
committee, led by Ajit Agarkar,
for repeatedly overlooking
Mumbai batter Sarfaraz Khan
despite his consistent domestic
performances and credible re-
turns at the international level.
Sarfaraz’s journey with the
Indian team has been any-
thing but smooth. After piling
on runs across multiple Ranji
Trophy seasons, he finally
earned his maiden Test call-
up against England in 2023.
While his opportunities were
limited, the right-hander made
the most of them, scoring 371
runs in six Tests at an average
of 37.10, including a century
and three half-centuries. Yet,
following the 2024-25 Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy — in
which he did not feature in a
single match — Sarfaraz was
dropped from the Test side.
What has baffled Vengsarkar

further is Sarfaraz’s continued
exclusion despite visible efforts
to address past concerns. The
Mumbai batter has worked ex-
tensively on his fitness, shed-
ding significant weight, and has
remained prolific on the do-
mestic circuit. He was also ig-
nored for recent home Test se-
ries against the West Indies and
South Africa.

“You know, it’s really baf-
fling for me why he’s not
picked in any format,” Veng-
sarkar told. Recalling Sar-
faraz’s impactful debut series,
he highlighted a crucial part-
nership with Devdutt Padik-
kal against England in Dha-

ramshala that played a deci-
sive role in India’s Test victo-
ry. “They batted beautifully
under pressure,” he said.
Sarfaraz’s current form
only strengthens Vengsarkar’s
argument. In the ongoing Vi-
jay Hazare Trophy, he has
amassed 220 runs in just three
innings, including a blistering
157 off 75 balls against Goa.
Despite touring Australia
for the Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy, Sarfaraz was again left
on the sidelines. “Such a tal-
ent has been ignored and ne-
glected,” Vengsarkar said.
“He is good enough to play
all formats. It’s a real shame.”




. Prabhas’ Spirit
' Poster Sparks
Comparisons

§
ilmmaker Sandeep Reddy Vanga un-
veiled the first look poster of his up-

coming cop drama Spirit at midnight
on New Year’s Day, bringing 2026 with a
bold image starring Prabhas and Triptii
Dimri.

The poster instantly grabbed attention
online, drawing praise from fans while also
sparking debate over its similarity to Van-
ga’s earlier hit, Animal.

In the visual, Prabhas appears shirtless,
his back turned to the camera, with visible
injuries and bandages across his body. He
is seen holding a liquor bottle and smoking,
suggesting a dark and intense character.

Triptii Dimri, wearing a grey sari, is
shown lighting a cigarette for him, adding
to the gritty mood.

Many fans praised Prabhas’ lean and
muscular look, comparing it to his Baahu-
bali-era fitness.

At the same time, critics felt the poster
closely resembled scenes from Animal, es-
pecially those showing a wounded hero
being cared for by Triptii’s character.

Some viewers said the casting of Triptii
worked better than Deepika Padukone, who
exited earlier due to scheduling issues.

Spirit also stars Vivek Oberoi in a key
role, reportedly as the villain. Produced by
T-Series and Bhadrakali Pictures, the film
is expected to release later this year.

Yami Gautam
Shares Hilarious
Theatre Story From
Early Days

ollywood actress Yami Gautam recently shared a
funny incident from her early theatre days that left
her schoolmates in splits. During the promotions of her
latest film Haq, Yami recalled a moment when she de-
livered a line in an unusual way that unexpectedly
amused everyone. She said, There was a new theatre
teacher at school, and theatre was just being
introduced. I had to say the line, ‘Keep
still, you little devil, or I will slit your
throat.” There were 35 students, and
everyone had to say their lines dif-
ferently. When it was my turn, I
\said it in a very weird way. Ev-
eryone burst out laughing, even
1\ though I was being serious.
Il The teacher said, “You sound-
ed like a street, like a pocket
man.’ [ replied, ‘I don’t know
what else to do, but at least
you remember my lines. |
gave it a shot.’

Yami also reflected on the
actor-director dynamic, ex-
plaining that actors help

bring the director’s vision
to life. The director guides
the story. You can perform
a character in many ways,
but we are illustrations of
the director’s vision.
That’s the fun, she said.
Currently promoting
Haq, Yami spoke
about the film,
which is inspired
by the landmark
. Shah Bano case.
The story explores
issues of justice
and women’s
rights, focusing on
a Muslim woman
seeking mainte-
nance after divorce.
Hagq highlights legal
reforms under Sec-
tion 125 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code,
emphasizing that main-
tenance applies to all
citizens regardless of reli-
/ gion. The film, coupled
k with Yami’s engaging

Producer Soundarya
Rajinikanth’s With Love
Set February 6 Release

roducer Soundarya Rajinikanth’s upcoming ro- 4

mantic film With Love will release in cinemas /4
worldwide on February 6, the makers announced
on New Year’s Day. The film is directed by Mad-
han and stars Abishan Jeevinth and Anaswara E ,
Rajan in the lead roles. The announcement cre- ’ - 4
ated interest as the film is produced by Sound-
arya Rajinikanth along with Magesh Raj Pasil-
ian. Soundarya shared the release date on so-
cial media, saying the new year brings new
emotions and love to the big screen.

Superstar Rajinikanth released the
film’s title teaser and wished the team #% iy \
success. Soundarya thanked her father, ol |18
calling his support her biggest bless- R o 4 - 1 )
ing. The teaser introduced Sathya, Y/
played by Abishan Jeevinth, and i '
Monisha, played by Anaswara j b/
Rajan. It hinted at their contrast- ‘
ing personalities through light-
hearted moments. Sathya is
shown as possessive and im-
pulsive, while Monisha calm-
ly explains the difference
between suspicion and care.

The film has already com-
pleted shooting. Sources said
the entire movie was filmed
in Chennai and Trichy.
Post-production work is pro-
gressing at a fast pace.

With Love has drawn atten-
tion as it marks the acting debut
of Abishan Jeevinth, who earlier
directed the hit film Tourist Family.
That movie, made on a modest bud-
get, earned over Rs 90 crore and
won praise from audiences and crit-
ics. The film features music by Sean
Roldan, cinematography by

[N o

stories from her early

Shreyaas Krishna, editing by g 97 acting days, continues to
Suresh Kumar, art direction by Raj  (* 3 spark interest among audi-
Kamal, and costumes by Priya . ences nationwide.

Ravi. Expectations are high for |/ ) \

the film overall. W i

Mark Completes First Week
With Rs 21.14 Crore

Kgnnada star Kichcha
udeep’s latest action thrill-
er Mark has completed one
week in theatres with a total box
office collection of Rs 21.14
crore. Released on Christmas,
the film opened to strong num-
bers but saw a steady fall during
weekdays. As per industry
tracker Sacnilk, Mark earned
more than Rs 8.6 crore on its
opening day. The film collected
around Rs 3.2 crore each on Fri-
day and Saturday, followed by
Rs 3.5 crore on Sunday. Week-
day business slowed, with col-
lections of Rs 1.15 crore on
Monday, Rs 90 lakh on Tues-
day, and an estimated Rs 69
lakh on Wednesday.

On the attendance front, the
film recorded an overall Kan-
nada occupancy of 16.03 per-
cent on Wednesday. Morning
shows saw 9.43 percent occu-
pancy, which rose to 16.81 per-
cent in the afternoon. Evening
shows touched 19.74 percent,
while night shows closed at
18.14 percent. Directed by Vi-

Anurag Kashyap
Recalls Painful
Phase After

Bombay Velvet

Failure

nurag Kashyap has spo-

ken candidly about the
difficult period he faced after
his 2015 film Bombay Velvet
failed at the box office. Star-
ring Ranbir Kapoor and
Anushka Sharma, the ambi-
tious project did not meet ex-
pectations and deeply affected
everyone involved. In a recent
interview, Kashyap admitted
that the failure strained his
relationship with the lead ac-
tors, especially Ranbir Ka-
poor, who was reportedly
very upset. Kashyap shared
that Ranbir often asked him
not to mention Bombay Vel-
vet again and wanted to move
on from the experience.

The director said he felt
guilty and awkward facing
both Ranbir and Anushka af-
ter the film’s release, as they
had trusted him completely.
While they continued to greet
each other when they met, the
initial period after the failure
was emotionally heavy.
Kashyap was also dealing
with personal struggles at the
time and chose to step back,
focusing instead on making
the smaller, darker film Ra-
man Raghav. This phase led
to a gradual distance between
him and the actors.

jay Karthikeyaa, Mark features
Sudeep as a suspended police
officer racing against time to
solve the kidnapping of 18 chil-
dren. The story unfolds in Man-
galuru and involves a drug
racket, political links, and
clashes between criminal
gangs. The film also stars
Naveen Chandra as villain
Bhadra and Shine Tom Chacko
as politician Adikeshava, with

Collection

.

Yogi Babu, Roshini Prakash,
and Archana Kottige in key
roles. Music by Ajaneesh Lok-
nath has received praise.
While fans appreciated
Sudeep’s screen presence and
action scenes, some felt the
storyline was familiar. Overall,
the film continues attracting
audiences and maintains stable
collections across Karnataka
theatres statewide.

Pawan Kalyan Signs New Film
With Surender Reddy Director

ctor-turned-politician

Pawan Kalyan sur-
prised his fans at the start
of 2026 by signing a new
Telugu film directed by
Surender Reddy and writ-
ten by Vakkantham Vamsi.

The announcement was
made on Thursday, January
1, by producer Ram Talluri,
who shared the news on so-
cial media.

Talluri said the project is
his dream launch as Pro-
duction Number One under
JaithraRamaMovies, add-
ing that the film title was
named with the blessings of
Pawan Kalyan.

Writer Vakkantham Vam-
si also confirmed the col-
laboration and said the new
year became special be-
cause of the chance to work
with the Power Star.

For months, fans be-
lieved Pawan Kalyan had
stepped away from films
after becoming the Deputy
Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh.

Though he completed
his pending movies in

2025, no fresh projects
were announced until this
development.

The actor had earlier
agreed to work with Suren-
der Reddy, but that film did
not take off.

‘With this announcement,
the long-pending combina-
tion has finally come to-
gether, raising excitement
among his supporters.

Over the years, Pawan
Kalyan has balanced cine-
ma and politics, returning
to films occasionally.

His recent releases in-
clude Hari Hara Veera Mal-
lu, They Call Him OG,
while Ustaad Bhagat Singh
is yet to reach theatres.

The new film, expected
in 2026, has already re-
newed hopes of seeing the
Power Star back in a strong
action role that blends mass
appeal with commercial
storytelling. Fans now ea-
gerly await further details
about the cast, schedule,
and storyline, hoping the
project lives up to expecta-
tions nationwide.

Demonte Colony 3 First Look Raises
Expectations For Horror Franchise

he makers of director

Ajay Gnanamuthu’s
much-awaited horror thriller
Demonte Colony 3 released
the film’s first look poster on
Thursday, marking the New
Year with excitement among
fans. The film stars Arulnithi
and Priya Bhavani Shankar in
the lead roles and is the third
part of the successful Demon-
te Colony franchise.

With the first two films per-
forming strongly at the box
office, expectations for the
third instalment are high. The
film is scheduled for a world-
wide theatrical release later
this year.

Producer Sudhan Sundaram
said beginning 2026 with
Demonte Colony 3 feels
promising. He praised direc-
tor Ajay Gnanamuthu for
maintaining discipline and
completing work on time

without compromising on
quality. He added that Arul-
nithi continues to be the back-
bone of the franchise, while
several actors from the second
part return with stronger char-
acter arcs and higher emotion-
al stakes.

Director Ajay Gnanamuthu
said sharing the first look at
the start of the year felt spe-

cial for fans. He thanked the
producer for offering full cre-
ative freedom while ensuring
the film remains complete and
engaging. The director also
said the new film pushes
Arulnithi to explore deeper
layers of performance.

Written and directed by
Gnanamuthu, the film reunites
Arulnithi and Priya Bhavani
Shankar, along with Meenak-
shi Govindarajan, Archana
Ravichandran, Muthukumar
and others in important roles.
Production began in July 2025
and the project is now in
post-production.

Produced by Passion Stu-
dios on a grand scale,
Demonte Colony 3 promises
stronger supernatural ele-
ments and aims to be a major
chapter in Tamil cinema’s
growing horror genre for au-
diences worldwide.
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