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China-Russia hold 
security talks 
amid shifting 

global dynamics

China’s housing 
slump shows 

tentative signs 
of stabilisation

Alcaraz conquers 
Melbourne, 

completes career 
Grand Slam
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Criticising the Union 
Budget 2025, Karnata-
ka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah dubbed it as 
a disappointing one, 
detr imental  to  the 
state’s welfare. 

“Not a single demand 
we  r a i s ed  i n  t he 
pre-Budget meeting 
was fulfilled. Karnata-
ka, one of the highest 
tax-paying states, re-
ceived nothing in the 
Budget,” he claimed.

Addressing the me-
dia here, the CM said 
the Centre continues to 
neglect Karnataka’s 
interests .  “Despi te 
farmers’ protests, the 
Budget did not even 
mention MSP (Mini-
mum Support Price), 
which is a great be-
trayal to the farming 
community,” he said.

“Every state except 
Andhra Pradesh and Bi-
har was neglected... de-
spite the BJP-JD(S) al-
liance, Karnataka was 
still sidelined,” he said 
and challenged BJP-
JD(S) Parliamentarians 
and Union Ministers to 
question PM Modi on 
why Karnataka was ig-
nored.

He claimed that Modi 
was punishing Karnata-
ka for rejecting BJP in 
the 2023 Assembly 
Elections. “Even 46% 
of Karnataka voters 
who supported BJP in 
Lok Sabha elections 
are now suffering,” he 
added.

7 high-speed rail corridors to link growth cities
BENGALURU :  The Central gov-
ernment on Sunday proposed to de-
velop seven high-speed rail corridors 
across key urban and economic cen-
tres.These corridors will act as 
growth connectors, cutting travel 
time, reducing emissions, and sup-
porting regional development, said 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man during her Union Budget 2026-

27 speech. The proposed routes in-
clude Mumbai-Pune, Pune-Hyder-
abad, Hyderabad-Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad-Chennai, Chennai-Bengaluru, 
Delhi-Varanasi, and Varanasi-Siligu-
ri.They will link India’s financial 
hubs, technology centres, manufac-
turing clusters, and emerging cities 
with faster and cleaner mobility, said 
the Union Minister.

Proposed routes
Mumbai-Pune

Pune-Hyderabad
Hyderabad-Bengaluru
Hyderabad-Chennai
Chennai-Bengaluru

Delhi-Varanasi
Varanasi-Siliguri

State got 
nothing: CM

B     DGET 2026UNI     N
  ...EYES A SIXER ON A SLIPPERY GLOBAL PITCH!

Infra, tech. data centres, defence, manufacturing take the spotlight, firms setting up data centres in India to get tax holiday till 2047. 

BIG ANNOUNCEMENTS
INCOME TAX

INCOME TAX

BANKING/INSURANCE

SOCIAL WELFARE

n �More time to revise tax 
returns with payment of 
nominal fee

n �People with ITR-1 and 
ITR-2 forms can file 
returns till July 31

n �Non-audit business cas-
es and trusts allowed to 
file returns till August 31

n �People can update 
returns even after reas-
sessment proceedings 
completed

n �Proposal to rationalise 
prosecution framework 
in Income Tax Act

n �TDS on sale of immovable 
property by NRI to be de-
ducted by resident buyer

n �Inter-cooperative soci-
ety dividend income can 
be claimed as deduction 
under new tax regime

n �Targeted effort to 
increase farmer 
income

n �Inter-cooperative 
society dividend 
income can be 
claimed as deduc-
tion under new tax 
regime

n �Support for an-
imal husbandry 
through cred-
it-linked subsidy 
programme

n �Dedicated pro-
gramme proposed 
for Indian cashew 
and cocoa

n �STEM education focussed 
on girl students

n �7 high-speed rail corridors 
between cities as growth 
connectors

n �Rs 10,000 crore for ‘Bio-
pharma Shakti’ for 5 years

n �Create network of 1,000 
accredited trial sites for 
biopharma

n �Create network of 1,000 
accredited trial sites for 
biopharma

COMPANIES
Tax holiday till 2047 for foreign 

firms that provides cloud services 
by setting up data centres in India

Power Finance Corporation (PFC) 
and REC (formerly Rural Electrifica-
tion Corporation) to be restructured

‘Corporate Mitras’ to help MSMEs 
ensure regulatory compliance

Tax on buyback by all types of 
shareholders as capital gains

High-level 
committee 
on banking 
for 'Viksit 

Bharat'

Rs 2,000 
crore top-up 
for Self-Re-
liant India 

Fund

25 crore people came 
out of multi-dimentional  

poverty in 10 years

Fish catch by Indian fish-
ing vessel on high seas to 

be made free of duty

REVENUE/EXPENDITURE
Rs 1.4 lakh crore to states as Finance Commission grants

Fiscal deficit estimated at 4.3% of GDP for 2026-27

Debt to GDP ratio estimated at 55.6% of GDP in 2026-
27 vs 56.1% in 2025-26

AGRI/
FARMERS

EDUCATION

RAILWAYS

HEALTHCARE
NEW DELHI

 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman on Sunday presented a 
budget that leans on infrastruc-
ture expansion, a sharper domes-
tic manufacturing push, easier 
tax compliance, a clearer AI and 
digital infrastructure strategy and 
a steady fiscal roadmap.

The government expects the 
economy to grow around 7% in 
the coming year while keeping 
the fiscal deficit at 4.3%. The 
document is framed around the 
government’s three Kartavya 

philosophy, which places 
growth, competitiveness and 
inclusion at the centre of policy.

Presenting the Union Budget 
on Sunday, Sitharaman said the 
government recognises the need 
to enable critical infrastructure 
and attract investment.

"I propose to provide tax hol-
iday till 2047 to any foreign 
company that provides cloud 
services to customers globally 
by using data centre services 
from India," she said, adding, 
"It will, however, need to pro-
vide services to Indian custom-

ers through an Indian reseller 
entity. I also propose to provide 
a safe harbour of 15% on cost 
in case the company providing 
data centre services from India 
is a related entity."

Push to maintain  
growth momentum
Sitharaman used her Budget 
speech to lay out an unusually 
broad industrial playbook, tar-
geting six priority areas to 
steady India’s growth at a time 
when the global economic pitch 
looks increasingly uneven. 

RAILWAYS GET  
HIGHEST EVER  

ALLOCATION
The Budget has earmarked 

I2,77,830 crore for cap-
ital expenditure for the 

Ministry of Railways in FY27, 
a 10.25% increase over 

I2,52,000 crore in 2025–26 
and the highest ever alloca-
tion. The funds will be used 

for new line construction, 
rolling stock procurement 

and infrastructure up-
grades. In addition, I15,000 

crore will be mobilised 
through extra budgetary 

resources.
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Bengaluru blooms as India’s flower capital 
BENGALURU

Bengaluru may be globally rec-
ognised as India’s technology 
hub, but the city also nurtures 
another identity—its role as the 
country’s Flower City. With a 
long tradition of gardening, fa-
vourable climate, and thriving 
markets, Bengaluru has be-
come a powerhouse in India’s 
floriculture economy.

Flowers are woven deeply 
into the city’s cultural and so-
cial fabric. From daily temple 
rituals to grand wedding cele-
brations, blooms grown in and 
around Bengaluru travel 
across the nation, adding co-
lour and fragrance to countless 
occasions. The city’s mild 
weather, fertile soil, and year 

round sunlight make it an ideal 
location for cultivating deli-
cate varieties that require con-
sistent conditions.

Farmers in Bengaluru and 
neighbouring districts such as 
Bengaluru Rural, Kolar, Chik-
kaballapur  and Tumakuru pro-

duce roses, jasmine, mari-
golds, chrysanthemums, tube-
roses, and orchids in large 
volumes. These flowers are 
supplied fresh to local markets 
each morning and quickly dis-
tributed to homes, temples, 
and event venues across Kar-

nataka and beyond. Bengalu-
ru’s markets are among the 
busiest in South India, han-
dling tonnes of flowers daily 
and serving as vital trading 
hubs for wholesalers and re-
tailers. 

The city’s association with 
flowers dates back centuries. 
Iconic spaces like Lalbagh Bo-
tanical Garden played a pivotal 
role in promoting horticulture 
and plant research during the 
colonial era and after Indepen-
dence. Over time, organised 
floriculture and modern nurser-
ies expanded rapidly, cement-
ing Bengaluru’s reputation as a 
reliable centre for high quality 
flower production.

Beyond domestic demand, 
Bengaluru’s floriculture sector 

has also tapped into interna-
tional markets. High quality 
blooms are exported to regions 
including the Middle East, Eu-
rope, and Southeast Asia, 
strengthening the city’s global 
footprint.

Situated on the elevated 
Deccan Plateau, Bengaluru 
enjoys cooler temperatures 
compared to many Indian cit-
ies. Combined with good soil 
and reliable water resources, 
these conditions allow farm-
ers to cultivate flowers 
throughout the year. As a re-
sult, Bengaluru continues to 
thrive not only as India’s Gar-
den City but also as the na-
tion’s Flower Capital, power-
ing a vibrant economy rooted 
in tradition and global trade.

QUICK READ

Pottery Road  
bridge cracks  

after a year

Injustice in 
reservation, Bhovi  

stir in March 

Public angry over 
substandard  

road work

Bengaluru
The Pottery Road railway 
bridge near Fraser Town 
has developed a major 

crack within a year of its 
construction. The barrier 
of the newly constructed 
flyover is being removed 

by hand and there is a 
danger of the bridge col-
lapsing. Locals have ex-
pressed their anger over 

the unscientific work and 
demanded that it be re-
paired immediately. Re-

cently, the public has 
questioned the cracks in 

the bridge, which was 
built in 2024, before the 
construction of the new 
bridge, there was a rail-
way bridge which was 

about 120 years old. 

Bengaluru
Chitradurga Bhovi 

Peethadha president Im-
madi Siddarameshwara 
Swamiji said that a mas-

sive protest will be or-
ganized against the state 

government in March 
against the injustice 

done to the Bhovi, Ban-
jara, Korama, Koracha 

and Alemari communi-
ties in the internal reser-
vation classification of 
Scheduled Castes. He 

was speaking at the Sid-
darameshwara Jayan-

thyutsava and the inau-
guration ceremony of the 
Siddarameshwara Bhovi 

(Vaddara) Balaga organi-
zation held at Chakra Na-

gar in Andrahalli. Intro-
ducing internal reserva-

tion within internal reser-
vation through the formu-

la of Scheduled Caste 
Category ‘C’ is an injustice 
being done to the Sched-
uled Castes, should be re-

jected, he said. 

Bengaluru
A road collapsed near 

Agara lake. An autorick-
shaw was hit by a col-
lapsed road and was 

completely damaged and 
the public has expressed 

their anger against the of-
ficials for the poor work. 
The sudden collapse of 

the asphalt road has 
caused surprise and anxi-

ety among the locals. 
They have demanded of-

ficials to initiate action 
against the contractor re-

sponsible for this.

39 govt MBBS NRI seats go to 
non-NRI students for Rs 25L

On the one side, the government is accusing private institutions of exploiting 
students and now the government itself is indulging in it.

BENGALURU
 

A political and ethical storm 
has erupted in Karnataka over 
the state government's deci-
sion to open MBBS admis-
sions in government medical 
colleges under the Non-Resi-
dent Indian (NRI) quota, a 
move that critics allege has 
resulted in affordable govt 
seats being effectively sold at 
a premium.

During NEET-2025 coun-
selling, 57 MBBS seats were 
earmarked under the NRI cat-
egory in government medical 
colleges. However, only 18 
eligible NRI candidates took 
up these seats. The remaining 
39 were subsequently allotted 
to non-NRI students at a steep 
NRI fee of Rs 25 lakh per 
year. The decision has trig-
gered sharp criticism from 
political leaders and stake-
holders in medical education, 

who argue that meritorious 
students are being priced out 
of govt institutions that are 
traditionally meant to offer 
affordable medical education. 

The policy was announced 
in September 2025, when 
the state govt declared that 
15% of seats in govt medical 
colleges would be reserved 
for NRIs at higher fees, a 

practice until then limited to 
private medical colleges. 
While a regular govt MBBS 
seat costs Rs 64,350 annual-
ly, an NRI quota seat carries 
a price tag of Rs 25 lakh per 
year. By comparison, NRI 
seats in private medical col-
leges in Karnataka cost up to 
Rs 45 lakh annually. 

The government's stated 

objective behind the move 
was to make government 
medical colleges financially 
self-reliant and reduce depen-
dence on state grants. Howev-
er, the timing of the policy 
proved crucial. By the time 
the NRI quota was intro-
duced, the seat matrix for the 
first round of counselling had 
already been finalised. As a 
result, the quota was applied 
only to 252 additional seats 
created across 10 government 
medical colleges, of which 57 
fell under the NRI category. 

Data from the Karnataka 
Examination Authority (KEA) 
shows that only 18 eligible 
NRI candidates applied and 
were allotted seats. As per 
rules, the remaining 39 seats 
were then offered to other el-
igible applicants in the non-
NRI category who were will-
ing to pay NRI fees, a move 
that sparked the controversy.  

‘Human sensibility 
is lifeblood of 

cinema, not AI’
BENGALURU

 
No matter how much technol-
ogy advances, artificial intelli-
gence (AI) cannot provide the 
artistic intuition and emotional 
sensitivity required for editing 
in the field of cinema, said se-
nior film editor Sreekar 
Prasad. He was speaking at the 
'The Invisible Art of Editing' 
discussion organised at the 
17th Bangalore International 
Film Festival. The event was 
hosted by producer Sandeep 
Vishwanath. While AI is a use-
ful tool in terms of research 
and efficiency, compilation is 
fundamentally a process based 
on human instincts, experience 
and emotions, Prasad asserted.

Cinema is not just a se-
quence of scenes, it is the art 
of storytelling. It is the editor's 
responsibility to convey emo-
tions to the audience and 
maintain the rhythm of the 
film, he explained.

He believes that the editor's 
work begins before the shoot-
ing begins. By discussing the 
first draft of the script with the 
director, it is possible to give 
the film visual clarity and nar-
rative rhythm. During the 
shooting, the script changes 
based on the location, budget 
and the performance of the art-
ists. Finally, the film takes a 
new shape on the editing table. 
To maintain objectivity in his 
work, he does not visit the set, 
revealed Sreekar Prasad. 

It is helpful to watch the 
scenes like a normal audience 

and decide on their cinematog-
raphy, without the difficulties 
or the influence of the environ-
ment on the set," he said. 
However, by carrying out the 
editing process within the first 
ten days of shooting, it is pos-
sible to correct any shortcom-
ings in the film's tone or act-
ing, he said.

Explaining the micro and 
macro editing stages in edit-
ing, he warned, sometimes 
scenes that seem amazing 
when viewed separately can 
hinder the pace of the entire 
film. In such cases, one must 
have the courage to remove 
those scenes. Even a small 
wrong scene can sever the 
emotional connection between 
the audience and the film.

Talking about Visual Effects 
(VFX), he said, "Technology 
should not overpower the story, 
but rather complement it. If it 
does not adapt to changing 
technology, it will lose rele-
vance. No matter what chang-
es, cinema will always remain 
an art form of human sensation.

They select good films at 
film festivals. So our film is 
also a good film. I am happy 
to have acted in this film, 
which has a storyline that up-
holds family values, said actor 
Ajith Hande.

A discussion program 
titled ‘The Invisible Art of  
Editing’ was held at the 
Bangalore International 

Film Festival.

HC finds toll collection at 
Somanahalli toll plaza illegal

BENGALURU
 

The High Court has said that 
the collection of user fees at the 
Somanahalli toll plaza on 
Kanakapura Road is illegal and 
violates the National Highways 
Rules. It has also directed that 
free passes be issued to local 
residents within a month to fa-
cilitate smooth movement.

A single-member bench of 
Justice Suraj Govindaraj, 
which accepted the petition 
filed by the villagers of So-
manahalli, Nelaguli and Kag-
galipur, held that the establish-
ment of a toll plaza on National 
Highway 209 violated the 
rules, ordering that such a facil-
ity should be 10 km away from 
the limits of a municipality or 
local city.

Further, levying toll without 
providing service road is a uni-
lateral and unreasonable mea-
sure. The National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI) and 
the toll plaza management com-
pany have been directed to issue 

free local resident passes within 
30 days after verifying the resi-
dence of the applicant and all 
other residents who have ap-
plied for such passes, without 
levying any toll or user fee.

The bench said that if the 
court's directions are not fol-
lowed, the respondents should 
immediately stop toll collection 
at Somanahalli and shift the toll 
plaza to another location as per 
the National Highways Toll 
(Determination of Rates and 
Collection) Rules, 2008.

In the present case, the de-
fendants, the toll companies, 
have implemented a user fee 
collection system without pro-
viding the necessary service 
roads to the citizens. Therefore, 
the court ruled that forcing the 

collection of tolls from the lo-
cal residents would be unfair 
and oppressive.

Background of the case: The 
locals had requested the road 
development agency not to set 
up a toll plaza until the Kag-
galipur, Taralu and Somanahal-
li gram panchayats provided 
service roads. Ignoring this, the 
new contractor had said that 
they would build infrastructure 
for toll collection. However, as 
no infrastructure was provided, 
Manjesh Kumar and other vil-
lagers approached the court in 
2024.

During the hearing, the coun-
sel for the petitioner had told 
the bench that Somanahalli vil-
lage falls under the jurisdiction 
of the newly formed Greater 
Bangalore Authority (GBA) 
and the toll plaza falls under its 
jurisdiction. The distance be-
tween Somanahalli toll plaza 
and the next toll plaza is about 
89 km, resulting in excessive 
toll being collected for the en-
tire road.

Domestic help 
rapes, kills 

elderly woman; 
then ends life

BENGALURU
 

A 65-year-old woman was al-
legedly raped and murdered at 
her home in KAS Colony, in 
BTM Layout second stage, 
near Silk Board. According to 
police, the suspect, a domestic 
help was later found dead by 
suicide inside the same house. 
The woman has been identi-
fied as Saritha, 65. The ac-
cused, Devaraju (50), was em-
ployed as a domestic help at 
her residence. Police said the 
crime occurred around mid-
night on Saturday and came to 
light in the early hours of Sun-
day, at about 4.30am, when 
Saritha’s husband returned 
home from Dubai. 

According to police, the 
husband rang the doorbell on 
arrival. Their 27-year-old 
daughter, who was asleep on 
the first floor, opened the door 
and returned to her room. 

When the husband later en-
tered the ground-floor bed-
room, he found Saritha dead, 
while Devaraju was discov-
ered hanging in the same 
room. Police said the daugh-
ter was unaware of the inci-
dent as she was on a different 
floor of the house at the time. 
After receiving information, 
personnel from the MICO 
Layout police station rushed 
to the spot and carried out a 
detailed inspection. Senior 
officials, including Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(South-East) MS Mohammad 
Sujeetha also visited the scene 
and gathered details. Both 
bodies were shifted to a mor-
tuary for post-mortem exam-
inations. MICO Layout police 
have registered a case and are 
continuing the investigation.

BDA layout residents set to join GBA’s democratic fold 
BENGALURU

 
For residents of several 
long-neglected Bangalore 
Development Authority 
(BDA) layouts, the wait for 
democratic participation 
may finally be ending. With 
the govt initiating the hando-
ver of major BDA-devel-
oped layouts to the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
and its constituent city cor-
porations, residents will, for 
the first time, be able to hold 
GBA responsible for devel-
opmental works. 

The move covers large 
residential pockets such as 
Banashankari 6th Stage, JP 
Nagar 8th and 9th Phases, 
Anjanapura Township, and 
Sir M Visvesvaraya Layout. 
For decades, these neigh-

bourhoods remained under 
the administrative control of 
BDA, a planning body not 
designed for day-to-day civ-
ic governance. Residents say 
this administrative vacuum 
translated into crumbling 
roads, neglected civic amen-
ity (CA) sites, and a com-
plete lack of accountability. 
Finally, we will have an an-
swerable administration, 
said Krishna Murthy, a BC 
resident of Jnanabharathi 
Layout. Echoing the senti-
ment, HK Gowdaiah, a resi-
dent of Sir M Visvesvaraya 
Layout, said, with GBA and 
the five city corporations, we 
are hoping for better admin-
istration and real benefits for 
citizens, he told. Urban gov-
ernance experts pointed out 
that inclusion under GBA 

not only brings elected rep-
resentation but also access to 
structured municipal bud-
gets, ward committees, 
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms, and legally enforce-
able service delivery norms. 

For residents who lived 
for years without council-
lors, ward offices or a civic 
voice, GBA elections signal 
long-delayed recognition as 
full citizens of Bengaluru's 
governance system, with the 
promise that everyday civic 
issues may finally find a lis-
tening ear. The handover 
process from BDA to GBA 
will take about one or two 
months to finalise, after 
which these residents will be 
able to hold the GBA re-
sponsible for their civic 
needs, a BDA official said.

HC upholds APMC’s acquisition 
of 281 acres on Magadi Road

BENGALURU

The High Court has dis-
missed the appeals filed chal-
lenging the acquisition of 
land belonging to Jamnalal 
Bajaj Seva Trust on Magadi 
Road in Bengaluru North Ta-
luk for the Agricultural Pro-
duce Marketing Committee's 
(APMC) "Mega Market" 
project. A division bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Vibhu Bakhru and Justice 
C.M. Poonacha, which heard 
the appeal filed by the Seva 
Trust, dismissed the appeal 
and said that there were no 
errors in the judgment of the 
single-judge bench.

The delay in the acquisi-
tion process is mainly due to 
the stay orders obtained by 
the trust from various courts 
from time to time. The pro-
cess took place within the 
legal time limit. The govern-
ment's use of the 'emergency 
clause' to implement the mar-
ket plan scientifically is le-
gally binding.

The trust had already par-
ticipated in meetings to de-
cide the amount of compen-
sation and had received com-
pensation of about Rs 2.36 
crore. The court said it was 
not right to question the ac-
quisition of land by trying to 
return it ten years after re-
ceiving the money.

The government had with-
held the remaining compen-
sation money on the grounds 
that the trust had excess land. 
The court clarified that even 
though the trust won that 
case in 2022, it did not nulli-
fy the original land acquisi-
tion process.

Approximately 172 acres 
in the Srigandada Kavalu 
area of Yeshwantpur and 100 
acres in Herohalli village 
were in the name of the Seva 
Trust. However, a notifica-
tion was issued in 1994 to 
acquire the land in Sandal-
wood Kavalu for the estab-
lishment of a mega market 
and in 1999 to acquire the 
land in Herohalli.

HC sets aside externment 
order against activist Timarodi
BENGALURU

 
The High Court has returned 
the order exiling Mahesh Shet-
ty Timarodi, who had been 
campaigning in connection 
with the murder of a Belthan-
gady student, to the Manvi 
police station in Raichur for 
nine months, to the Puttur AC, 
directing that the objections of 
the petitioner be considered 
and the legal process followed.

The bench, headed by Jus-
tice M Nagaprasanna, issued 
the order while hearing a peti-
tion challenging Timarodi’s 
deportation from December 
16, 2025, to September 16, 
2026. The Sub-Divisional Of-
ficer (SDO) had allegedly 
passed the order without con-
sidering objections filed after 
the show-cause notice, citing 
instances where the petitioner 
had been acquitted. The court 
directed that the objections be 
addressed within three weeks 
of receiving the order, after 

which a decision should be 
made as per the law.

Over 32 cases have been 
registered against Timarodi 
across various police stations. 
The Puttur SDO had stated 
that he was causing societal 
unrest by creating tension be-
tween communities. Timarodi 
challenged this deportation in 
the High Court, which initially 
cancelled the order and in-
structed the authorities to act 
according to law.

During the hearing, Timaro-
di’s lawyers said he had held 
rallies seeking justice for the 
Belthangady student case and 
argued that the SDO’s depor-
tation order lacked proper rea-
soning and was malicious. 
They requested the High Court 
to quash the order.

GARDEN CITY FOR A REASON
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Ancient knowledge shines at K’taka Manuscript Conference
BAGALKOT

The rich legacy of India’s 
ancient knowledge and writ-
ing traditions came alive 
during the 22nd All-Karna-
taka Manuscript Conference 
and Exhibition held at the 
Government First Grade 
College,  Navanagar,  in 
Bagalkot. Students, scholars, 
and members of the public 
visited the event in large 
numbers and showed keen 
interest.

The conference was joint-
ly organised by Hampi Kan-
nada University and the 

Government Degree Col-
lege, Bagalkot. Rare manu-
scripts on display reflected 
the advanced knowledge, 
science, and artistic skills of 
ancient India, developed 
long before printing technol-
ogy. Scholar Mallepuram G. 
Venkatesh presided over the 
programme.

Manuscripts written on 
palm leaves, copper plates, 
wood, and letterpress were 
exhibited, displaying beauti-
ful calligraphy. Pocket-sized 
manuscripts and traditional 
inks attracted special atten-
tion. Texts related to poetry, 

literature, music, vachana 
literature, astrology, techni-
cal subjects, and even magic 
fascinated visitors.

Professor Veeresh Badig-
era explained the value of 
manuscripts as carriers of 
ancestral wisdom and spoke 

about Indian writing tradi-
tions before British rule. He 
stressed the urgent need for 
government support, espe-
cially for digitisation and 
preservation.

Students interacted with 
experts to learn preservation 
methods. Principal Dr. Arun 
Kumar Gali said such pro-
grammes build research in-
terest. Scholars urged stron-
ger efforts to protect this 
priceless heritage for future 
generations and ensure con-
tinued public awareness and 
academic  i nvo lvemen t 
across the state today.

KNOWLEDGE THROUGH AGES
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Youth  
stabbed in  

KIMS hospital 

Overloaded  
tractor flips, driver 

fights for life

Locals nab  
72-year-old rapist  

of minor girl

Hubballi
Syed Ali, a young man un-

der treatment at KIMS 
Hospital’s emergency 

ward, was brutally 
stabbed by a gang of ten 
friends who stormed the 
facility after he refused to 
share ganja. Earlier, an ar-
gument over the drug es-
calated into violence out-
side his home, leaving him 
injured and seeking care. 
The attackers followed 

him to the hospital, 
stabbed him again, and 

fled, sparking panic 
among patients and staff. 

Police have registered a 
case and launched an in-
vestigation. Syed Ali re-

mains in serious condition 
receiving intensive care. 

Residents demand better 
public safety measures.

Bagalkot
A tractor overturned on 

an elevated road near Ra-
manivas Tourist Temple 

in Jamkhandi city, leaving 
its driver critically injured. 
The accident happened 

when the tractor was car-
rying construction materi-
al for footpath work. Due 
to heavy load, the engine 
lost balance and flipped, 
trapping the driver under-

neath. Local residents 
rushed to help and used 
JCB machines to rescue 
him. The injured driver, 
Sunil Rathod, 30, from 
Nagaral Tanda in Bilagi 

taluk, was taken to a 
nearby hospital and is 

battling for life. Police in-
spected the spot and 

registered a case. Further 
probe underway today 

officially.

Hubballi
In a disturbing early 
morning incident in 

Mundeshwari Nagar, un-
der Ashok Nagar police 
station jurisdiction, resi-
dents caught a 72-year-

old man in the act of rap-
ing a minor girl. Locals, 

alerted by noise, immedi-
ately apprehended the 

accused and handed him 
over to the police. Ashok 
Nagar police have filed a 
case under the POCSO 

Act and begun a detailed 
investigation.

Karnataka feels ignored 
again in Union Budget
Dr. Mallikarjun said a “Developed India” requires fair funding, 

noting Karnataka’s repeated appeals to the Centre remain unmet
DAVANAGERE

Davanagere MP Dr. Prabha 
Mallikarjun has voiced strong 
disappointment over the latest 
Union Budget, saying it offers 
no special focus for Karnata-
ka  and  i gno re s  many 
long-pending demands from 
the state. Speaking to report-
ers, he said repeated requests 
to upgrade the SH-25 road 
connecting Shimoga, Honnali, 
Malebennur, Harihara, and 
Mariammanahalli have once 
again been overlooked.

She also pointed out that 
proposals to set  up an 
Eklavya Model Residential 
School in Jagaluru taluk and 
an AIIMS-level hospital in the 
Raichur region were not in-
cluded. According to him, 
these projects are important 
for improving education and 
healthcare access in backward 
areas.

Dr. Mallikarjun said the 
idea of a “Developed India” 
should mean fair and suffi-
cient funding for every state. 
He noted that Karnataka’s 
Chief Minister, Deputy Chief 
Ministers, ministers, and MPs 
have appealed many times to 
the Central Government, but 
key needs of the state remain 
unmet.

He further expressed con-
cern that the budget does not 
mention an increase in hono-
rarium for ASHA workers, 

Anganwadi staff, cooks, and 
helpers, who form the back-
bone of grassroots services.

Questioning employment 
claims, he asked the Centre to 
clarify how many real jobs 
have been created under the 
PM Internship Scheme,  
which promised two crore  
opportunities.

Despite Karnataka’s leading 
role in IT, deep technology, 
startups, higher education, 
and research, he said the bud-
get fails to reflect the state’s 
contribution. He added that 
fair tax sharing, expected 
fund transfers, and true fiscal 
federalism appear missing, 
leaving Karnataka feeling ne-
glected once again. He urged 
the Centre to reconsider the 
state’s demands and ensure 
balanced growth, warning that 
neglect could slow develop-
ment and weaken trust be-
tween states and the Union.

Minister says law must act against all
DAVANAGERE

Karnataka Minister S.S. Mal-
likarjun said no one is above 
the law and strict action must 
be taken against anyone who 
attacks the police, even if they 
are linked to influential peo-
ple. He was responding to re-
ports that the son of his close 
aide and Congress leader 
Ayub Falawan was involved 
in an attack on a police con-
stable.

Speaking to reporters, the 
minister made it clear that he 
is not protecting anyone. 
“Whoever does wrong must 
face jail. There is no second 
word,” he said. He added that 
the law should take its own 
course without fear or favour.

Mallikarjun also criticised 
opposition leaders for trying 
to politicise the issue. He ac-
cused the BJP of making 
baseless allegations and try-
ing to disturb peace in Dava-

nagere. “They want to create 
tension and divide people. 
Davanagere should remain 
calm,” he said.

Referring to an earlier 
drug-related case, the minister 
said he had then also insisted 
that no one should be spared 
if found guilty. He rejected 
claims that he was interfering 
in the case and said such ac-
cusations were unfair and 
hurtful.

The minister defended his 
public image, stating that he 

runs several educational insti-
tutions and has earned respect 
in society. He said political 
leaders should speak respon-
sibly and avoid personal at-
tacks. He also objected to re-
marks allegedly made by a 
BJP MLA against a senior 
police officer, calling them 
disrespectful.

Police sources said one ac-
cused has been arrested and 
efforts are on to trace others 
involved. Officials assured 
that a full investigation is un-
derway and appropriate legal 
steps will be taken based on 
evidence.

Mallikarjun criticized 
opposition for politicizing 
the issue, accusing BJP 
of  baseless allegations 

and trying to create 
tension, urging 

Davanagere residents to 
remain calm and united

Land grant aims to boost rural education

The minister said improving rural education is vital, with Sri Shivananda 
Vidyapeeth becoming a model institution for surrounding villages

YAMAKANAMARADI

Public Works and District In-
charge Minister Satish Jaraki-
h o l i  s a i d  S h i v a n a n d a 
Grameen Vidyapeeth in 
Ghodageri should grow into a 
strong centre of knowledge 
and provide quality education 
to rural children. He noted 
that the recent allocation of 
nine acres of land for the in-
stitution is an important step 
toward this goal.

The minister spoke at a re-
ception organised by the man-
agement and well-wishers of 
Sri Shivananda Vidyapeeth, 
run by Sri Shivananda Math, 
in Ghodageri village on Sat-
urday. He said improving ru-
ral education is key to social 
progress and long-term devel-
opment. With proper facilities 
and planning, the Vidyapeeth 
can become a model institu-
tion serving students from 
surrounding villages.

Religious leaders present at 
the event praised the initiative 

and spoke about the need for 
educational growth in North 
Karnataka. Sri Abhinava Gu-
rulinga Jangam Maharaja of 
Rayalingeshwar Math, Kak-
kamari, said leaders who fo-
cus on development without 
caste bias earn people’s re-
spect. He expressed hope that 
more efforts would be made 
to strengthen education in ru-
ral areas.

Sri Malaya Mahaswami of 
Ghodageri Math felicitated 
the minister during the pro-
gramme. Several community 
leaders, board members, and 
local representatives were 

also present.
Speakers said that access to 

good schools and colleges in 
villages helps reduce migra-
tion to cities and gives chil-
dren better opportunities close 
to home. They added that the 
land grant will allow the insti-
tution to expand classrooms, 
hostels, and other facilities in 
the coming years.

The event ended with a call 
for collective support from 
the government, community, 
and  educa tors  to  tu rn  
the Vidyapeeth into a respect-
ed learning hub for future 
generations.

Main accused surrenders 
in 400 crore robbery

BELAGAVI

A major twist has emerged in 
the alleged ₹400 crore rob-
bery case that took place at 
Chorla Ghat on the Karnata-
ka–Maharashtra border, as the 
main accused,  Kishore 
Sawale, surrendered before 
police in Maharashtra.

Officials said Sawale ap-
peared at Ghoti police station 
in Nashik district and gave 
himself up. He was later tak-
en into custody and will be 
questioned as part of the on-
going investigation led by a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT).

The case came to light af-
ter a complaint by Sandeep 
Patil, who is also being ques-
tioned by the SIT in connec-
tion with the reported kid-
napping and massive cash 

robbery. Investigators are 
also examining audio clips 
that recently went viral, 
which are believed to be 
linked to the case.

Police have not yet shared 
full details about how the rob-
bery was carried out or how 
such a large amount of money 
was being moved through the 
forested ghat section. Security 
has been tightened in the re-
gion as teams continue to 
trace other suspects.

In a separate incident on 
the same Chorla Ghat route, 
Belagavi police seized 800 
boxes of liquor worth about 
₹25 lakh. The liquor was re-
portedly being smuggled 
from Goa to Maharashtra 
hidden among garbage in a 
vehicle. A case has been reg-
istered and further checks are 
underway.

Tragic family 
incident shocks 

Bagalkot 
community 

deeply
BAGALKOT

A tragic incident shook 
Hiremuchalagudda village in 
Badami taluk when a mother 
allegedly killed her three 
young children and then at-
tempted to take her own life. 
The incident occurred at the 
family home on Sunday, leav-
ing neighbors and the com-
munity in shock.

The mother, identified as 
27-year-old Rupa Hanaman-
tha Gowda, is reported to 
have hanged her children 
Samriddhi (5), Pritam (4), and 
Sushikath (2) following a 
family dispute. Afterward, she 
attempted suicide by consum-
ing poison and attempting to 
hang herself.

Alert neighbors noticed the 
situation and rushed to inter-
vene, rescuing the mother be-
fore the attempt could be fa-
tal. She was admitted to a 
private hospital in Bagalkote 
in critical condition and is 
currently under medical su-
pervision.

District Superintendent of 
Police Siddharth Goyal visit-
ed the site to assess the situa-
tion and supervise the investi-
gation. A formal case has 
been registered, and authori-
ties are examining the circum-
stances leading to this tragic 
event.

Officials urged to ensure success of schemes
NAVALGUND

W a r d h a  M a n a g a u d a 
Hiregouda, Chairman of  
the Taluk Guarantee Com-
mittee, called on officials  
to work with full commit-
ment to properly implement 
the state government’s Jana-
para  Pancha Guarantee 
Schemes.

He spoke while presiding 
over a progress review  
m e e t i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  
Taluk Panchayat Sabha Bha-
van in Navalgund town. He 
said the schemes were de-
signed to support poor fam-
ilies, women, youth, and 
workers, and officials must 
make sure benefits reach ev-
ery eligible person without 
delay.

Giving details, he said 
31,585 beneficiaries in the 
taluk have received support 
under the Annabhagya Yoja-
na. Under the Grihajyothi 
Yojana, which provides free 
electricity within limits, the 
taluk has achieved 98.27 
percent implementation. Un-
d e r  t h e  Yu v a  N i d h i  
scheme, 783 graduates have 
registered, and 581 are  
already receiving financial 

assistance.
He also said 28,617 wom-

en have benefited from the 
Grihalakshmi scheme, while 
only 17 applications are still 
pending. Under the Shakti 
scheme, which allows free 
bus travel for women, crores 
of women across the state 
have used the service be-
tween July 2023 and Decem-
ber 2025.

Hiregouda said Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah will 
launch development works 
w o r t h  ₹ 3 5 0  c r o r e  a t  
Shiraguppi village on Febru-
a ry  8 .  He  added  tha t  
beneficiaries should attend 
the event in large numbers  

and that committee members 
m u s t  e n s u r e  s m o o t h  
arrangements.

Taluk Panchayat Execu-
tive Officer P.R. Bade Khan, 
CDPO Gayatri Patil, and 
several committee members 
and officials attended the 
meeting and reviewed the 
progress of all guarantee 
schemes in detail. Officials 
were instructed to clear 
pending applications quick-
ly, spread awareness in vil-
lages, and help people who 
face technical problems 
while applying, so that no 
eligible family is left out of 
the welfare measures this 
year.

‘Union Budget aims to 
boost India’s economy’

GADAG

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman presented 
the Union Budget 2026 on 
Sunday, aiming to make India 
stronger and more competi-
tive in the global economy. 
Ravi Dandina, Director of the 
State Central Food Corpora-
tion, welcomed the budget, 
calling it a forward-looking 
plan for national 
development.

The budget pro-
poses several ma-
jor infrastructure 
projects over the 
next five years. 
These include the 
construction of 20 
new waterways 
across the country, 
improved port connections, 
and upgraded roads linking 
major cities. High-speed rail 
corridors are planned to con-
nect Bangalore with other re-
gions, including seven new 
high-speed train routes cover-
ing different districts.

Special initiatives have 
been announced for educa-
tion, tourism, and women’s 

development. Girls’ hostels 
and tourist site development 
programs will be implement-
ed to enhance local facilities. 
Coastal trekking routes in 
Karnataka will also be devel-
oped, promoting tourism and 
regional growth.

Sports infrastructure will 
receive a boost with new 
complexes and training pro-
grams. The plan aims to sup-

port athletes pre-
paring for global 
competitions, with 
training centers and 
development pro-
grams benefiting 
around 500 talented 
individuals.

Ravi Dandina 
praised the budget 
as a step toward 

making India an economic 
powerhouse. He congratulat-
ed Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for pre-
senting a vision that combines 
growth, infrastructure, and 
human development, signal-
ing progress and opportunity 
for the country in the coming 
years.

Garaga Madivaleshwara 
Math names new successor
DHARWAD

Garaga Madivaleshwara 
Math in Dharwad, one of 
North Karnataka’s well-
known religious centers, has 
appointed a new successor 
after months of discussion 
and uncertainty. The devel-
opment comes after earlier 
debates over leadership at the 
Math, which had drawn at-
tention from devotees and 
community leaders.

In 2023, Prashanth Devar 
from the Jangam community 
was chosen to head the Math. 
His appointment had created 
differences of opinion, as 
some Lingayat swamijis had 
expressed reservations. How-
ever, the trust managing the 
Math went ahead with the de-
cision and welcomed him 
with celebration. Prashanth 
Devar, who was young, 
served for about a year. 
Sources say he was not for-
mally declared the permanent 
successor.

Now, the trust has an-
nounced Atma Ram Swamiji 
as the the new head of the 
Math. Trust representatives, 
including members of the De-
sai family, said the appoint-
ment was made according to 
established rules and tradi-
tions. They stated that the 

trust holds the authority to 
choose the successor.

Speaking after the an-
nouncement, Atma Ram Swa-
miji said he would work to 
strengthen the Math and guide 
it on a path of service and 
unity. He added that the insti-
tution would not be run on the 
basis of caste and that all  
devotees would be treated 
equally.

Devotees have expressed 
hope that the new leadership 
will bring stability and contin-
ued spiritual activities. Many 
believe the Math, known for 
its long history and influence 
in the region, will move for-
ward peacefully under the 
guidance of the newly ap-
pointed swamiji.

Community leaders say the 
Math’s future programs will 
focus on education, social ser-
vice, and spiritual learning, 
while maintaining harmony 
among followers from differ-
ent backgrounds and tradi-
tions in the region.



ibcworldnews.comMONDAY   FEBRUARY 2, 2026 
STATE4

MLA leads tribute to social 
reformer Sri Madiwala Machideva

SAINT’S LEGACY HONOURED
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District In-Charge 

Minister schedules 
Vijayapura visit

Thieves target 
lawyer’s house, steal 

documents

Vijayapura
Dr. M.B. Patil, Minister of 

Industry and Infrastructure 
Development and District 

In-Charge Minister, will vis-
it Vijayapura district on 

February 2 to attend sever-
al programs. The minister 
will take part in the inau-
gural ceremony of a job 
fair organized by the De-

partment of Skill Develop-
ment, Entrepreneurship 
and Livelihoods, along 

with the Karnataka Skill 
Development Corporation, 
at Darbara High School at 
10:30 am. After attending 

the program, Dr. Patil is 
scheduled to depart for 

Bangalore by road at 11:30 
am. Officials announced 

that the visit aims to 
strengthen skill develop-
ment initiatives and con-

nect with local stakehold-
ers in the district.

Vittal
Thieves broke into the 

house of Advocate Safia 
Naufal near Royal Villa in 
Okkettur, Vittal, and stole 

important documents. 
The family has been 

abroad for a month, leav-
ing the house empty. The 
intruders forced open the 
front door and searched 
through cupboards but 

found only some legal pa-
pers to take. Neighbors 

noticed the open door and 
immediately informed the 

family. Police have been 
alerted, and an investiga-
tion is underway to identi-
fy the culprits. Authorities 
are examining the scene 

for evidence and reviewing 
security measures in the 

area to prevent similar in-
cidents in the future.

CM slams Union Budget 2026 
as disappointing, short-sighted

CM warned South India is again denied its development share, saying such 
neglect could widen disparities and harm balanced national growth

KALABURAGI

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
strongly criticised the Union 
Budget 2026 during a press 
conference in Kalaburagi, de-
scribing it as “disappointing 
and short-sighted.” Presented 
by Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, the budget, he 
said, fails to meet the needs of 
states and appears more fo-
cused on political appease-
ment than genuine develop-
ment.

Siddaramaiah questioned 
the budget’s relevance for 

Karnataka, saying the state 
has been largely ignored. 
“What has the Union Budget 
actually provided for Karna-
taka?” he asked, highlighting 
the absence of significant 
projects or fund allocations 
for the state’s growth.

He also raised concerns 
about the broader southern 
region, pointing out that 
South India has once again 
been denied its fair share in 
national development. The 
Chief Minister warned that 
such neglect could widen re-
gional disparities and affect 

balanced growth across the 
country.

Urging the central govern-
ment to reconsider its ap-
proach, Siddaramaiah called 
for future budgets to be more 

inclusive, with resources dis-
tributed equitably among all 
states. He emphasized that a 
fair and thoughtful allocation 
of funds is essential to ensure 
overall national progress.

The Chief Minister’s com-
ments drew attention to the 
perceived imbalance in the 
current budget and sparked 
discussions on the need for 
stronger advocacy for region-
al interests. He stressed that 
inclusive planning is crucial 
for sustaining development 
and promoting unity across 
India.

Preparation underway 
for Vijayapura job fair

VIJAYAPURA

Senior officials reviewed 
preparations for the job fair 
scheduled on February 2 at a 
city school premises in Vijay-
apura on Sunday. The em-
ployment fair will be held 
under the Karnataka Skill De-
velopment Corporation to 
provide opportunities for lo-
cal youth and job seekers.

Corporation Chairman Mrs. 
Kanta Nayaka, Managing Di-
rector R. Mesinil, District 
Collector Dr. Ananda K., and 
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Anand vis-
ited the venue and inspected 
arrangements in detail. They 
examined the main platform, 
interview rooms, registration 
counters, and basic facilities 
planned for candidates.

Officials stressed that the 
fair must be conducted in a 
systematic manner to avoid 
confusion among participants. 
Clear directions were given to 
ensure smooth registration, 
proper guidance, and easy 
movement of candidates 
during interviews.

The team instructed depart-
ments to provide drinking wa-
ter, seating, power supply, and 

other essential amenities. Au-
thorities were asked to work 
together closely so that the 
event is successful and bene-
ficial to all attendees.

Several officials including 
Joint Director Supriya Bel-
lary, Tehsildar Prasanta 
Changanoda, Civil Supplies 
Deputy Director Vinayaku-
mar Patil, Horticulture Dep-
uty Director Rahula Bhavi-
doddi, NIC Officer Sivanan-
da Googavada, and Munici-
pal  Commissioner  Ma-
haveera Borannavar were 
present.

District Skill Development 
O f f i c e r s  G u r u p a d a i a h 
Hiremath, Mahesh Malwad-
kara, and other staff members 
also attended the inspection 
to ensure smooth conduct.

Officials emphasized 
conducting the fair 

systematically, issuing 
clear directions to 

ensure smooth 
registration, proper 
guidance, and easy 

movement of  
candidates during 

interviews

BIDAR

Bidar Dakshin Constituency 
MLA Dr Shailendra Beldale 
led a special tribute program 
honoring Sri Madiwala Ma-
chideva, a 12th-century social 
reformer and poet, at a public 
gathering attended by com-
munity leaders, villagers, and 
local citizens. The MLA of-
fered floral tributes and spoke 
about the lasting importance 
of Machideva’s teachings.

Dr Beldale urged everyone 
to embrace the principles of 
equality and justice that Ma-
chideva championed through-
out his life. He highlighted how 
the great Madiwala saint used 

poetry and verses to raise his 
voice against social inequalities 
and dedicated his life to pro-
moting human values. “His 
words remain a guiding light 
for society even today,” said Dr 
Beldale, encouraging citizens 

to follow Machideva’s message 
in daily life.

The program attracted a 
large number of people from 
various villages in the constit-
uency, reflecting the enduring 
respect and admiration for 

Machideva’s contributions. 
Community leaders and vil-
lagers actively participated in 
the event, sharing their expe-
riences and expressing grati-
tude for the teachings that 
continue to influence genera-
tions.

Nagesh Sidda, Media Coor-
dinator of Bidar South Con-
stituency, said that such initia-
tives strengthen social harmo-
ny and inspire youth to adopt 
values of equality, compas-
sion, and fairness. The pro-
gram concluded with prayers 
and community participation, 
reaffirming Machideva’s 
timeless legacy as a symbol 
of justice and moral courage.

He said proposals create youth opportunities, boost sports development, 
and focus on women’s empowerment for social and economic progress

Vijayendra hails budget as 
vision for growth

SHIVAMOGGA

BJP State President and MLA 
B.Y. Vijayendra said the 
Union Budget presented by 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman reflects the Prime 
Minister’s vision of building 
a developed India. Speaking 
to the media after watching 
the budget presentation, he 
described it as forward-look-
ing and inclusive.

Vijayendra said the budget 
is based on the idea of 
strengthening production, 
meeting people’s aspirations, 
and ensuring growth for all. 
He  no ted  tha t  severa l 
schemes have been an-
nounced to help double farm-
ers’ income and boost sectors 
such as industry, tourism, 
information technology, and 
biotechnology. According to 
him, the budget gives equal 
importance to all major areas 
of development.

He also said the proposals 
support youth through new 

opportunities and programs, 
including a stronger push for 
sports development. Special 
attention has been given to 
empowering women, he add-
ed, calling it a positive step 
for social and economic 
progress.

Highlighting another key 
point, Vijayendra said the 
budget avoids imposing new 
taxes while still focusing on 
development. He praised it 
as a balanced financial plan 
that will help India grow 
stronger economically and 
move closer to becoming a 

global leader.
He claimed that farmers, 

women, youth, and the poor 
across the country are wel-
coming the budget. Calling it 
a people-friendly document, 
he said it lays a strong foun-
dation for long-term progress.

When asked about the im-
pact on Karnataka, Vijayendra 
said he would speak in detail 
later. He also criticised the 
state government, saying con-
stant criticism of the Centre 
has become its main approach 
instead of focusing on devel-
opment.

VIJAYAPURA

The Union Budget for 2026 
has been described as historic 
and visionary, setting a strong 
foundation for a developed 
India. Vijaykumar Kudiganur, 
BJP State Coordinator, said 
the budget reflects the gov-
ernment’s vision of making 
India a Vishwaguru, or global 
leader, in the near future.

The budget introduced ma-
jor tax changes, including in-
creased duties on liquor and 
tobacco products, while pro-
viding relief by exempting 12 
essential cancer medicines 
from taxes. Import duties on 
solar power equipment and 
electric vehicle batteries have 
been removed, giving a boost 
to renewable energy and 
green mobility. Financial sup-
port has also been announced 
to help women start grocery 
businesses, promoting entre-
preneurship.

Infrastructure and education 
received special attention. 
New sports complexes will be 
built to enhance internation-
al-level training, and a girls’ 
hostel will be constructed in 
every district to improve edu-
cation and safety. Tax exemp-
tions on accident insurance 
and targeted schemes for per-
sons with disabilities were 
also included.

The government has allocat-
ed ₹5,000 crore for urban de-
velopment, ₹10,000 crore to 
support small industries, and 
₹40,000 crore for semiconduc-
tor projects. High-speed rail 
corridors will connect Bengal-
uru with Hyderabad and Chen-
nai. Experts said the budget 
lays the groundwork for inno-
vation, economic growth, and 
employment. Citizens have 
welcomed Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman’s ninth 
consecutive budget as a step 
forward in India’s progress.

Union Budget 2026 lays 
foundation for growth: Kudiganur

Union Budget seen as big economic boost
BIDAR

BJP State Secretary and Bidar 
South MLA Dr. Shailendra 
Beldale said the Union Bud-
get will strengthen the na-
tion’s economy and benefit 
people from all sections of 
society. He described the bud-
get as one that builds trust and 
promotes growth under the 
vision of “Sab Ka Sath, Sab 
Ka Vikas.”

Speaking to reporters, he 
said the budget reflects Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
goal of building a self-reliant 
and globally respected India. 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman’s proposals, he 
said, mark the beginning of a 
new phase of economic prog-
ress. Special focus has been 

given to the poor, youth, 
farmers, women, and back-
ward communities.

Dr. Beldale welcomed the 
plan to establish a hostel for 
girl students in every district, 
calling it a major step toward 
improving education for 
young women. He also appre-
ciated the push for using 
homegrown technology and 
the long-term plans to 
strengthen key sectors, in-
cluding defence and energy, 
through nuclear power proj-
ects.

He said public health has 
received strong attention in 
the budget. The reduction in 
prices of medicines for 17 se-
rious diseases, including can-
cer and diabetes, will bring 
relief to many families. Plans 

for new high-speed railway 
lines, including the Hyder-
abad–Bengaluru route, will 
improve travel and help re-
gional development.

According to him, the bud-
get supports agriculture, in-
dustry, education, defence, 
information technology, and 
both urban and rural growth. 
He said the Centre’s vision 
for a strong and developed 
India is clearly visible in 
these announcements.

Dr. Beldale added that sev-
eral people-friendly schemes 
have created fresh hope 
among citizens. He expressed 
gratitude to the Prime Minis-
ter and Finance Minister for 
presenting what he called a 
forward-looking and inclusive 
budget for the nation.

Machideva remembered as 
symbol of social cleanliness

SHIVAMOGGA

MLA S.N. Channabasappa 
said Madiwala Machideva 
was not only known for wash-
ing clothes but also for 
cleansing society of injustice 
and inequality. He spoke at 
the Madiwala Machideva 
Jayanti programme held at 
Kuvempu Theatre in the city 
on Sunday. The event was or-
ganised by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
Mahanagara Corporation, De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture, and District Madiwala 
Samaj Sangh. Channabasappa 
said Machideva stood against 
untouchability and social dis-
crimination during the 12th 
century and worked for equal-
ity among people. He added 
that the lives of such great 
reformers should be included 
in school textbooks.

Teacher Nagaraja A.M. said 
Machideva believed that true 

reform begins with changing 
people’s minds. Born in Hip-
paragi, Machideva wrote hun-
dreds of vachanas in simple 
language that common people 
could understand. He stressed 
dignity of labour and placed 
work, or kayaka, above all.

Speakers recalled that Guru 
Mallikarjuna Swamy guided 
Machideva’s learning at a 
time when lower castes were 
denied education. Basavanna 
and other Sharans praised his 
courage and knowledge. Ma-
chideva is also remembered 
for protecting vachana litera-
ture during difficult times.

Community leaders said the 
Madiwala community has 
long contributed to society 
through honest service. They 
urged the government to give 
the community better recog-
nition and include Machide-
va’s history in education.

Officials and leaders pres-
ent said such programmes 
help younger generations 
learn about social reformers 
who fought for equality, jus-
tice, and human dignity. They 
encouraged parents to educate 
children and follow Machide-
va’s ideals in daily life for a 
more equal society.

C.T. Ravi chosen unopposed 
as DCC Bank Chief

CHIKKAMAGALURU

Member of the Legislative 
Council C.T. Ravi has been 
elected unopposed as the 
Chairman of the Chikkamag-
aluru District Central Cooper-
ative (DCC) Bank. The elec-
tion for the chairman and vice 
chairman posts.

Dinesh Hosur from Koppa 
taluk was elected as the Vice 
Chairman. Supporters of BJP 
and JDS celebrated the victo-
ry outside the DCC Bank of-
fice. Bank staff and party 
workers congratulated both 
newly elected leaders.

In the recent DCC Bank di-
rector elections, several well-
known political figures had 
contested. Out of the total di-
rector seats, eight were elect-
ed unopposed, while polls 
were conducted for the re-
maining seats. BJP secured a 
majority of the positions, 
while JDS also gained repre-
sentation. Congress, despite 
having elected representatives 

in the district, failed to win 
seats in the bank’s board.

The contest had drawn wide 
attention in the district, with 
leaders from different parties 
treating it like a major politi-
cal battle. The alliance be-
tween BJP and JDS played a 
key role in the outcome, ob-
servers said.

After his election, Ravi 
thanked members for their 
support and promised to work 
for the development of the co-
operative banking sector. He 
said DCC Banks play an im-
portant role in supporting 
farmers, small traders, and 
rural communities through 
financial services.

Leaders expressed hope 
that the new team would 
strengthen the bank’s services 
and improve support for agri-
culture and local businesses. 
The election results are being 
seen as politically significant 
in the district’s cooperative 
sector.

Union Budget brings 
hope for coastal 

development: Kamath
MANGALURU

Mangaluru MLA D. Vedavyas 
Kamath has welcomed the 
Union Budget 2026, calling it 
a visionary roadmap for In-
dia’s growth. Presented by 
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, the budget 
focuses on inclusive develop-
ment and economic resilience.

Kamath highlighted the 
“Three Duties” framework 
aimed at empowering farmers, 
youth, women, backward class-
es, and all regions through sus-
tainable reforms. A key initia-
tive is the introduction of artifi-
cial intelligence tools to support 
farmers and improve agricultur-
al productivity. Special focus 
has been given to coconut, ca-
shew, and sandalwood cultiva-
tion in coastal areas. The bud-
get also proposes the construc-
tion of 500 reservoirs for drink-
ing water, irrigation, and agri-
culture, along with a fisheries 
value-addition scheme to bene-
fit fishermen. Coastal infra-
structure will be strengthened 
through new trucking routes 
and a coastal freight scheme, 
boosting tourism, trade, and the 
regional economy.
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Scholar highlights Machideva’s role in social reform
ANCIENT WISDOM REVIVED

QUICK READ
Woman

 dies after falling
 from bike

‘Union Budget 
aims for developed, 

self-reliant India’

Udupi
A 53-year-old woman 
lost her life after falling 

from a moving motorcy-
cle on National Highway 

66 in Udupi. The de-
ceased was identified as 

Bhagiri Rathi. She was rid-
ing pillion on a bike driven 
by her son, Rajat Acharya, 

who was travelling to-
wards Udupi. Near Kinni-
mulki, the bike reportedly 

skidded and fell on the 
road. Bhagiri Rathi suf-
fered serious injuries in 

the fall. She was rushed 
to the district hospital for 

treatment, but doctors 
declared her dead on ar-
rival. Udupi traffic police 
have registered a case 

and are investigating the 
cause of the accident 

thoroughly now.

Kolar
The Union Budget 2026-
27, presented by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man under Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s guid-
ance, focuses on building 
a developed and self-reli-
ant India, the budget em-
phasizes both economic 
and social development, 
aiming to boost invest-

ment across various sec-
tors, BJP district president 
Omshakti Chalapati said 
welcoming the budget. It 

supports financial growth, 
promotes tourism, and 
benefits fishermen, he 

added. He described the 
budget as a forward-look-

ing plan that aligns with 
the Prime Minister’s vision 

for national progress. 
Chalapati expressed con-
fidence that the proposed 
measures will strengthen 
infrastructure, create op-
portunities, and contrib-
ute to overall develop-

ment across the country.

Duradundeswara Math provides 
education, service continuously

Jarakiholi praised the Math’s educational efforts, urged parental support, 
balanced studies and sports, stressing discipline and education for success

GHATAPRABHA

The Arabhavi Shri Dura-
dundeswara Math, with a his-
tory of over 400 years, contin-
ues its social, religious, edu-
cational, and Dasoha services, 
said Satish Jarakiholi, State 
Public Works and District In-
Charge Minister. He spoke at 
the inauguration of the Math’s 
newly constructed high 
school and PU College build-
ing, which was started 50 
years ago to improve educa-
tion in the area.

Jarakiholi appreciated the 
Math for its ongoing efforts in 
guiding students and support-
ing quality education. He 
urged parents to pay attention 
to their children’s studies and 
encouraged students to bal-
ance academics with sports. 
He emphasized that education 
and discipline are key to suc-
cess, citing role models like 

Ramoji Rao who achieved 
greatness through hard work 
and education.

Shri Gurubasavalinga Ma-
haswamy of the Math high-
lighted the importance of 
combining education with 
values and said the Math has 
been a continuous center for 
Dasoha and social service, 
even sheltering freedom fight-
er Sindhur Lakshmana. He 
noted the Math’s long legacy, 
with devotees including Raja 

Malasarja and the Sangli Pe-
shwas, and praised alumni 
who contribute to its develop-
ment today. Bailahongala 
MLA Mahantesh Kaujalagi 
and Kittoor MLA Babasaheb 
Patila lauded the Math for 
providing quality education at 
affordable fees, equipping 
students in rural areas to com-
pete with global standards.

The program was attended 
by officials, alumni, teachers, 
staff, and community leaders. 

Deputy Director P. Aya Bhan-
dari explained Chikkodi PU 
education, while retired prin-
cipal S. Vhi Nayak shared 
details of the institution’s 
achievements. Cultural per-
formances, prayers, and alum-
ni tributes were part of the 
program organized in associ-
ation with the SDT Alumni 
Association, reflecting the 
Math’s continued commit-
ment to education, service, 
and community development.

MLA Raghumurthy 
urges youth to 

grab opportunities
CHITRADURGA

Challakere MLA T. Raghu-
murthy advised young job 
seekers to make full use of 
opportunities and said will-
power is the first step toward 
employment. He spoke after 
inaugurating a district-level 
job fair at Government Arts 
College, organised by the 
District Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, and Skill Develop-
ment Department.

He said unemployment 
among educated youth is ris-
ing and job fairs offer a valu-
able platform. While the gov-
ernment provides temporary 
support like the Yuvanidhi 
allowance, he urged youth not 
to depend on it and instead 
seek stable careers. He added 
that beginners may face low 
salaries at first but should stay 
patient, disciplined, and hard-
working.

Officials said 6,248 candi-
dates registered for the fair. 
More than 86 companies from 
sectors such as technology, 
pharma, banking, insurance, 
and marketing took part. By 
noon, interviews of 575 can-
didates were completed, with 
145 receiving appointment 
letters on the spot. Another 
180 moved to the next round. 

Six differently-abled candi-
dates also secured jobs.

Arrangements included 
over 25 interview rooms and 
special help desks to guide 
applicants. Companies dis-
played job roles and required 
qualifications outside each 
room.

Speakers shared success 
stories, including Sharath 
from Holalkere, who got a job 
through last year’s fair and 
now works with SBI Life In-
surance, earning ₹80,000 per 
month. He returned this year 
as an interviewer.

Leaders said such job fairs 
not only connect youth with 
employers but also build con-
fidence and skills. MLA Ra-
ghumurthy encouraged candi-
dates to keep trying and treat 
every interview as a learning 
step toward success.

Officials reported 
6,248 candidates 

registered for the fair, 
with 86 companies 
participating; 145 

received appointment 
letters, 180 advanced, 

and six differently-
abled candidates 

secured jobs

CHITRADURGA

Historian and professor Dr. 
N . S .  M a h a n t e s h  s a i d 
12th-century Sharan Madiwa-
la Machideva was not just a 
spiritual figure but also a 
strong protector of the Shara-
na movement and Vachana 
literature. He spoke at the 
Madiwala Machidevaru 
Jayanti celebration held at the 
City Collector’s Office Hall 
on Sunday.

The event was organised by 
the District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, Department 
of Kannada and Culture, and 

the Municipal Council. Dr. 
Mahantesh said Machideva 
believed in action and reason, 
not blind faith. He studied Ve-
das, Shastras, Puranas, and 

Agamas in a practical way 
and explained their value to 
society. This helped create 
awareness and social change 
during his time.

Quoting Basavanna, he said 
Machideva was praised as 
someone who washed away 
ignorance from people’s 
minds, not just clothes. His 
fearless nature and strong 
commitment to his work, or 
kayaka, made him stand out 
in the Sharana movement. He 
was honoured with the titles 
“Veera” and “Deva,” a rare 
recognition.

District Guarantee Planning 
Authori ty President  R. 
Shivanna Ganjigatte said the 
Madiwala community’s ser-
vice to society is admirable. 
He noted that today the com-

munity is moving beyond tra-
ditional work and becoming 
entrepreneurs with support 
from government schemes.

Several officials, communi-
ty leaders, and members at-
tended the programme. 
Speakers said Machideva’s 
life teaches dignity of la-
bour, courage, and social 
equality, values that remain 
important in modern society. 
Cu l tu ra l  pe r fo rmances 
marked the celebration, and 
participants called for pre-
serving the teachings of the 
Vachana saints for future gen-
erations.

Online bookings are open; KSTDC says Chitradurga tourism boosts 
local jobs, trade, and heritage preservation for future generations

KSTDC launches Chitradurga 
tour after MLA efforts

CHITRADURGA

Karnataka State Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (KST-
DC) has introduced a new 
one-day tour package from 
Bengaluru to historic Chitra-
durga, a move locals say be-
came possible due to efforts 
of Chitradurga MLA K.C. 
Virendra Pappi. The package 
aims to promote the region’s 
rich history, forts, and cultural 
heritage.

Officials said the idea 
gained momentum after the 
MLA raised the demand in 
the Assembly, highlighting 
Chitradurga’s importance as 
“Kote Nadu,” land of forts 
and heroic legends. Following 
the request, KSTDC sched-
uled regular weekly trips, and 
seven tours have already been 
completed with encouraging 
response from visitors. Tour-
ists have praised the massive 
Chitradurga Fort, ancient 
sites, and the local traditions 

that reflect Karnataka’s past.
Under the package, a com-

fortable bus leaves Bengaluru 
at 6 a.m. and reaches Chitra-
durga in the morning. The 
itinerary includes visits to 
Chitradurga Fort, Chandraval-
li caves, and the memorial of 
former Chief Minister S. Ni-
jalingappa. 

After sightseeing, the bus 
departs at 5 p.m. and returns 
to Bengaluru by 10 p.m. The 
ticket price is ₹1,073 per per-
son, which covers travel and 
guide services.

Bookings are currently 
available online, and officials 
said more trips could be add-
ed if demand rises. KSTDC 

Managing Director Prashant 
Kumar Mishra said promoting 
destinations like Chitradurga 
not only boosts tourism but 
also supports local jobs, trade, 
and small businesses. Resi-
dents hope the new service 
will bring wider recognition 
to their historic town and help 
preserve its heritage for future 
generations.

Officials added that the tour 
runs from Thursday to Sun-
day each week, and seats are 
filled based on advance reser-
vations. Positive feedback 
from early travellers has en-
couraged authorities to con-
sider expanding similar heri-
tage circuits across districts.

Neglected hostel puts 
students’ education at risk

CHALLAKERE

The Madiwala Machideva 
Hostel on Ballari Road in 
Challakere town is lying in 
ruins due to years of neglect. 
Built nearly twenty years ago 
to support students from ru-
ral and poor families, the 
hostel now lacks basic facil-
ities. During rains, water 
leaks through the roof, mak-
ing rooms unsafe and unliv-

able. Once filled with stu-
dents, the building now 
stands empty, with locked 
rooms and insects inside. 
Students say the place is un-
safe and unhealthy to stay. 
The situation reflects social 
injustice. Authorities must act 
quickly to repair the hostel 
and protect students’ future 
and ensure safe education op-
portunities for coming gener-
ations.

Class eight 
students appear 
for NMMS exam
CHALLAKERE

Class 8 students in Challakere 
appeared for the National 
Means-cum-Merit Scholar-
ship (NMMS) examination at 
three centres on Sunday. The 
exam aims to identify merito-
rious students from economi-
cally weaker sections and 
support them in continuing 
their education.

Block Education Officer 
K.S. Suresh said the NMMS 
is meant for Class 8 students, 
and those who qualify will 
receive scholarships from 
Class 9 to Class 12. Selected 
students are eligible for finan-
cial assistance of ₹12,000 per 
year to meet educational ex-
penses.

He said the scheme plays a 
crucial role in reducing drop-
out rates after Class 8 by sup-
porting students facing finan-
cial constraints. Students and 
parents expressed hope and 
confidence in the scheme. El-
igibility requires at least 55% 
marks in Class 7 and parental 
income below ₹3.5 lakh.

TUMAKURU

Educationist N.B. Pradeep Ku-
mar Rupsa has been elected 
unopposed as the new District 
President of the Recognized 
Unaided Private Schools Asso-
ciation (RUPSA) in Tumaku-
ru. He is also a secretary of the 
Vidyavahini Group of Educa-
tional Institutions.

His selection was made 
during a recent district-level 
meeting of the association. 
Members said his achieve-
ments in the education field, 
leadership qualities, and strong 
support for private educational 
institutions led to unanimous 
approval of his name.

Pradeep Kumar is already 
serving as RUPSA State Vice 
President and is known across 

Karnataka for speaking firmly 
on issues faced by private un-
aided schools. He has often 
raised concerns about teachers’ 
dignity and safety, quality ed-
ucation for students, and over-
all development of the educa-
tion sector. After being elect-
ed, he said education is more 
than textbooks. “It shapes 
discipline, values, humanity, 
and nation-building,” he said. 
He added that private schools 
play a key role in developing 
the country’s human resources. 
Protecting the rights of private 
institutions, ensuring respect 
for teachers, and securing stu-
dents’ futures will remain top 
priorities.

He promised to strengthen 
unity among private schools in 
Tumakuru district and act as a 

strong voice for teachers, insti-
tutions, and students. He also 
assured coordination with the 
government to solve problems 
in the education sector and 
work toward making the dis-
trict a model in education.

Many school heads, teach-
ers, RUPSA members, and 
education supporters wel-
comed his appointment and 
extended congratulations.

The new district office-bear-
ers include Srinivas as Secre-
tary, Nayaz Ahmed as Vice 
President, T. Chandrashekar as 
Treasurer, and Nikhil Mirji 
and Amit B.M. as Joint Secre-
taries. Leaders expressed con-
fidence that the new team will 
bring fresh energy and direc-
tion to private education in the 
district.

Pradeep Kumar chosen  
unopposed as RUPSA President

Versatile artist Lokesh 
receives honorary doctorate
CHIKKABALLAPUR

Renowned artist Lokesh from 
Chikkaballapur has been 
awarded an honorary doctor-
ate by the Asia International 
Culture Research University, 
recognizing his outstanding 
contributions to art and cul-
ture. The honor celebrates his 
dedication to preserving heri-
tage and inspiring young 
learners in the region.

Lokesh has been painting 
for nearly thirty years, self-
lessly sharing his skills with 
children and the community. 
His work spans multiple dis-
ciplines—he is not only a 
painter but also a photogra-
pher, short film director, writ-
er, actor, and conversational-
ist. Through his diverse tal-
ents, he has actively engaged 

with society, promoting art 
and human values.  He has 
received numerous awards 
from taluk, district, and state 
organizations, reflecting de-
cades of committed service. 
Colleagues and students said 
that this recognition adds both 
responsibility and motivation, 
encouraging him to continue 
nurturing future artists.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Lokesh emphasized that 
achievement comes from pas-
sion and dedication. Friends, 
family, and students congratu-
lated him, praising his relent-
less pursuit of excellence and 
his contributions to cultural 
growth in the district. The hon-
orary doctorate is seen not only 
as a personal achievement but 
also as a symbol of encourage-
ment for other artists. 

YELABURGA

More than fourteen students 
from a government higher 
primary school in Chikka-
bannigol village of Koppal 
district fell ill after a lizard 
reportedly fell into the hot 
midday meal served. The in-
cident came to light after 
children returned home com-
plaining of stomach pain, 
vomiting, and loose motion, 
which alarmed parents.

According to villagers, the 
children later said a lizard 
had been found in the food 
prepared under the school’s 
midday meal scheme. Angry 
parents gathered near the 
school and questioned the 
headmaster and kitchen staff 
over food safety and super-
vision. Some parents also 
alleged that students were 
told not to inform their fam-
ilies about the incident.

A medical team from the 
Vajrabandi Primary Health 
Centre rushed to the village 
and examined the affected 
students. Fourteen children 
who showed stronger symp-
toms were shifted to the gov-

ernment hospital in Yelabur-
ga for treatment. Doctors 
said the children responded 
well to care and are now out 
of danger.

Education department of-
ficials, including the Akshara 
Dasoha officer and Block 
Resource Coordinator, visit-
ed the school and inspected 
the kitchen and storage area. 
They collected details about 
how the meal was prepared 
and served.

Block Education Officer 
Ashok Gowdar said the con-
taminated rice was thrown 
away as soon as the lizard 
was noticed and fresh food 
was cooked for the students. 
He added that all children 
were admitted for tests as a 
precaution. A report has been 
sent to higher authorities, 
and action is expected 
against those found respon-
sible.

Parents have demanded 
strict monitoring of school 
kitchens and inspections to 
prevent such incidents. They 
said children’s health and 
trust in the scheme must be 
protected.

Lizard in school meal 
sickens fourteen children
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Telangana CM orders stern action 
over excise constable’s death 

HYDERABAD
 

Telangana Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on Sunday directed 
the police to take strict action 
against those responsible for the 
death of excise constable Gajula 
Soumya, who succumbed to her 
injuries after an alleged attack by 
ganja smugglers in Nizamabad 
district.

The 25-year-old constable 
passed away night while under-
going treatment at Nizam’s Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (NIMS) 
in Hyderabad. She had been crit-
ically injured during an incident 
that occurred on January 23 
during a vehicle check near 
Madhavnagar village in Nizam-
abad district. Expressing deep 
condolences, the Chief Minister 
said he was anguished that 
Soumya lost her life in the line 
of duty. He instructed senior po-
lice officials to ensure that all 
those involved in the crime are 
dealt with sternly, and assured 
that the state government would 
extend all possible assistance to 
the bereaved family.

According to a medical bulle-
tin issued by NIMS late, Soumya 
was provided with all necessary 
medical interventions and ad-
vanced life-support measures by 

a multidisciplinary team of spe-
cialists. Despite sustained and 
best possible efforts, the patient 
could not be revived and was de-
clared deceased on January 31 at 
9.41 p.m. NIMS extends its 
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family, the statement 
said. Soumya was initially 
brought to NIMS in the early 
hours of January 25 and admit-
ted to the Emergency Depart-
ment before being shifted to the 
Respiratory Intensive Care Unit. 
Doctors said she remained un-
conscious and on life support, 
with multiple organ systems un-
der severe strain throughout her 
hospitalization. Police said the 
incident took place when a spe-
cial excise team, acting on a tip-

off, intercepted a car suspected 
of carrying contraband. As the 
vehicle was stopped, two of the 
four occupants jumped out and 
fled. Soumya, who was standing 
in front of the car, was hit when 
the driver suddenly accelerated. 
After she fell under the wheels, 
the driver allegedly reversed the 
vehicle in an attempt to escape, 
before crashing into an electric 
pole while turning left.

The police have arrested the 
driver and one more suspect, 
while a search is underway for 
the remaining two accused. Ex-
cise officials also seized 2.5 kg 
of ganja from the car, which was 
reportedly being transported 
from Nirmal district to Nizam-
abad.

NO  COMPROMISE

QUICK READ
KCR reaches 

Hyderabad ahead of 
SIT examination

PM’s ‘Reform Express’ 
to drive Viksit Bharat: 

Rijiju

Leaders voice high 
hopes, expect focus on 

farmers, women

HYDERABAD
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 

(BRS) president and for-
mer Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao 

reached his residence in 
Hyderabad on Sunday 

ahead of his examination 
by the Special Investiga-

tion Team (SIT) in the 
telephone-tapping case. 
KCR, as the BRS chief is 
popularly known, will be 
questioned by SIT offi-

cials at 3 p.m. on Sunday 
at his residence in Nandi 

Nagar in Banjara Hills. Po-
lice have tightened secu-
rity around KCR’s house. 

Barricades have been 
erected to stop any gath-
ering near the house. Only 

KCR’s family members 
were being allowed into 

the house.

NEW DELHI
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju 
on Sunday described the 
upcoming Union Budget 
2026-27 as a destination 

of the Reform Express 
driven by the Prime Minis-

ter’s vision of a Viksit 
Bharat. Rijiju said, The Re-

form Express is moving 
forward very smoothly, 
and today we will see a 

glimpse of it. This budget 
is for the whole country; 

people will see and listen, 
it is for everyone’s better-

ment. Union Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
echoed the sentiment, 

saying, This is the budget 
for a Viksit Bharat and an 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

NEW DELHI
As Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman is set 

to present the Union 
Budget 2026-27 in Par-

liament on Sunday, polit-
ical leaders from across 
states have expressed 

optimism that the 
budget will prioritise 

farmers, women and oth-
er sections of society, 
while also giving fresh 
momentum to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of a Viksit Bharat. 
Uttar Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Brajesh 

Pathak, speaking to re-
porters, said, The Union 
Budget is being present-
ed in Parliament today. 

I Rajanna S/o late Hanumappa, aged 
about 60 years, R/at Yadahalli village, 

Balla post, Avani Hobli, Mulbagal Taluk, 
Kolar District, do herby solemnly affirm 

and state on oath follws:
I sward Xerox the said Original 

documents in Xerox center bus-stand, 
Mulbagal town, I have lost the entire 
documents file relating to the below 
said item no 1 to 17 documents on 

20-12-2025 with my best efforts I could 
not trace out the same.

1. 25-11-2002	               No.2153/2002-03
2. 29-04-2001	                 No.225/2011-12
3. 6/3/2006	                 No.1802/2005-06
4. 26-12-2012               No.4270/2012-13
5. 6/8/2013	                No.2198/2013-14
6. 24-11-2015	                  No.2876/205-16
7. 27-03-2013               No.6629/2012-13
8. 22-12-2015	               No.3299/2015-16
9. 4/2/2014	  No.4763/2013-14 
10. 22-12-2015             No.3298/2015-16
11. 28-02-2014             No.5268/2013-14
12. 24-11-2015             No.2877/2015-16
13. 15-09-2014             No.2865/2014-15
14. 18-06-2015               No.927/2015-16
15. 9/11/2015	               No.2708/2015-16
16. 2/5/2013	                  No.639/2013-14
17. 25-11-2015             No.2906/2015-16
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 TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)
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job no:657    2x10

Executive Engineer, PRE Division, Vijayapura has invited e-
tender for the works under 5054 Flood Grant, 5054 CM 
Special Grant and Tribal Sub Pla (SCSP) Grant scheme for the 
year 2024-25, 2025-26 & 2022-23 Work Indent No. 

RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT23611 for General 
Bidders, RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT16258/Call-2 
for SC Bidders, RDPR/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT23709 for 
CAT-II(A) Bidders, Rs. 8.00 Lakhs to Rs.150.00 Lakhs Total 3 
work vide Tender Publication No.3488 Date: 31.01.2026. Last 
Date for submission of Tender is 10.02.2026 time 5.30 PM.
For more information about the tender, the information can 
be collected at the website www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or 
visit the office of the said Division during office hours.

Sd/-  Executive Engineer,
 P.R.E. Division, Vijayapur

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/655/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

Govt. of Karnataka

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Vijayapur

Tel.No:08352-277816, Fax.No:08352-277817,
E-Mail:zpebjp9@yahoo.co.in

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042
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Mamata to meet CEC 
amid escalating SIR row

‘The primary focus of her trip will be the SIR exercise currently underway in 
West Bengal, which the TMC has strongly opposed’

KOLKATA
 

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee is 
scheduled to meet Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar at the 
headquarters of the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) in New Delhi on 
Monday, a meeting that is 
expected to be contentious 
given the growing political 
controversy surrounding 
the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls in the state.

Banerjee will depart for 
the national capital on 
Sunday afternoon and has 
multiple engagements 
lined up during her visit. 
According to party sourc-
es, the primary focus of 
her trip will be the SIR ex-
ercise currently underway 
in West Bengal, which the 
Tr inamool  Congress 
(TMC) leadership has 
strongly opposed. In addi-
tion to her meeting with 

the Chief Election Com-
missioner, Banerjee is also 
expected to hold discus-
sions with senior leaders 
of various opposition par-
ties in an effort to build a 
broader consensus against 
the revision process.

Party insiders said the 
timing of the visit was 
chosen deliberately, as 
leaders from across the op-
position spectrum are in 
New Delhi for the ongoing 
Budget Session of Parlia-
ment. The TMC believes 
this provides an opportuni-
ty to amplify its concerns 
at the national level and 
present the issue as one 
with wider implications 
for electoral fairness and 
federal principles.

While the exact date of 
Banerjee’s return to Kolk-
ata has not yet been final-
ized, TMC leaders indicat-
ed that she is likely to re-
turn before February 5. On 
that day, a vote on account 
is scheduled to be present-

ed in the West Bengal As-
sembly, making her pres-
ence in the state politically 
essential.

The budget session of 
the West Bengal Assembly 
is expected to be particu-
larly charged. 

The treasury bench 
plans to move two signifi-
cant motions during the 
session. One motion will 
seek to condemn the role 
of central investigative 
agencies such as the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) and the En-
forcement Directorate 
(ED) in the state, accusing 
them of political over-
reach. 

The second motion will 
target the conduct of the 
Special Intensive Revi-
sion, alleging bias and pro-
cedural irregularities. 
Signs already point to a 
stormy interaction be-
tween Banerjee and the 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner. 

3 of a family hacked to 
death in Jharkhand village
PALAMU

 
Three members of a family 
were brutally murdered with 
sharp weapons in a village in 
Jharkhand’s Palamu district, 
police said on Sunday, in a 
shocking incident believed to 
be triggered by superstition 
and suspicions of witchcraft. 
A 16-year-old girl from the 
same family sustained serious 
injuries in the attack and is 
currently battling for her life.

The incident occurred after 
midnight in Kusri village of 
Asehar panchayat, which falls 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Panki police station area. The 
deceased have been identified 
as Vijay Bhuiyan, his wife 
Hewanti Devi, and their son 
Chhotu Bhuiyan.  Their 
daughter, Mamta Kumari, was 
critically injured and has been 
admitted to the Panki Com-
munity Health Centre, where 
doctors said her condition re-
mains serious.

Police said that soon after 
receiving information about 
the crime, a team rushed to 
the village, cordoned off the 
area, and launched an investi-
gation. Two neighbours — 
Ravindra Bhuiyan and Pra-

mod Bhuiyan — have been 
named as accused in the case, 
based on preliminary findings 
and statements from local res-
idents.

According to police and vil-
lagers, Vijay Bhuiyan had 
long-standing disputes with 
some people in the locality, 
who allegedly accused his 
family of practising black 
magic and witchcraft. These 
suspicions had reportedly led 
to repeated arguments in the 
past, and village councils had 
even been convened earlier in 
an attempt to resolve the issue 
amicably.

Investigators said that a 
group of people allegedly en-
tered the family’s house and 
first assaulted the members 
before attacking them with 

sharp weapons. Vijay Bhui-
yan, his wife, and their son 
were killed on the spot, while 
Mamta Kumari was left criti-
cally wounded.

A pall of gloom descended 
over Kusri village following 
the incident, with a large 
number of villagers and rela-
tives gathering at the crime 
scene on Sunday morning. 
Shock and fear were evident 
among residents, many of 
whom described the killings 
as a grim reminder of how 
deeply entrenched supersti-
tious beliefs can still turn 
deadly in rural areas.

Panki police station in-
charge Rajesh Ranjan said 
swift action was underway 
and that police were actively 
pursuing all leads.

Kolkata warehouse fire death 
toll rises to 27, many still missing
KOLKATA

 
The death toll from the fire 
incident at the Anandapur 
warehouses, situated on 
the southern outskirts of 
Kolkata, has increased to 
27, while 25 individuals 
remain unaccounted for, 
according to officials on 
Sunday. Police sources 
said the remains of two 
more people were recov-
ered from the charred 
warehouses in Anandapur, 
taking the death toll to 27.

Amidst this, the forma-
tion of an SIT a week after 
the incident raised ques-
tions about the sudden ac-
tivation of the authorities 
after such a delay.

The fire broke out at the 
Pushpanjali decorator's 
warehouse and the Wow 
Momo factory in the early 
hours of January 26.

For 32 hours, despite 
working with wartime ur-
gency, the fire services 
could not easily bring the 
inferno under control. 
Twelve fire engines were 
continuously deployed. 
Workers were trapped in-
side the warehouses and 

burned to death.
A week after the devas-

tating fire, the Baruipur 
district police have finally 
decided to form an SIT -- a 
five-member team led by 
Baruipur District Police SP 
Shubhendu Kumar. The 
team also includes the Ad-
ditional Superintendent of 
Police, DSP Crime, DEB 
Inspector and another po-
lice officer of inspector 
rank.

It may be noted that the 
renowned Momo manufac-
turing company has faced 
scrutiny since the fire inci-
dent. Several people have 
been arrested. Allegations 
have been raised about the 
factory being built on a re-

claimed wetland.
Police sources said the 

SIT will investigate every-
thing, including examining 
the forensic report, focus-
ing on DNA testing of the 
deceased and identifying 
the irregularities at the fac-
tory.

It is worth mentioning 
that the police have al-
ready arrested two more 
people in connection with 
this incident. The Naren-
draput police arrested the 
manager and deputy man-
ager of the momo manu-
facturing company. Earlier, 
the owner of the Pushpan-
jali decorator's warehouse, 
Gangadhar Das, was ar-
rested. 

Kashmir EOW chargesheets 2 
in fake international prize scam
JAMMU

 
The Jammu and Kashmir 
Crime Branch on Sunday said 
it has filed a charge sheet 
against two accused in a fake 
international prize scam that 
duped a local complainant of 
large sums of money by prom-
ising a fictitious overseas lot-
tery windfall.

In an official statement, the 
J&K Crime Branch said that 
the Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW), Kashmir, has pro-
duced a charge sheet in Case 
FIR No. 24/2017 under Sec-
tion 420 of the Ranbir Penal 
Code (RPC), read with Section 
66(d) of the Information Tech-
nology Act. The charge sheet 
was submitted before the 
Court of City Munsif, Sri-
nagar, after investigators es-
tablished the involvement of 
the two accused in the fraud.

According to the Crime 
Branch, the investigation was 
initiated following a complaint 
in which the victim stated that 
he was lured by a fraudulent 
phone call claiming he had 
won an international prize of 
₹2.35 crore along with a luxu-
ry car. The caller allegedly 
represented the prize as being 
awarded by M/s Chevrolet 
Motors Promotion Limited, 
UK, and persuaded the com-
plainant to proceed with the 

claim process. The com-
plainant was directed to com-
municate through an email 
address, cheprom@liv.co.uk. 
During subsequent correspon-
dence, he was asked to depos-
it a certain amount as customs 
duty into a bank account main-
tained in the name of Jitu Raj 
Johari at the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI), Sarai Khawja 
branch. Believing the claims 
to be genuine, the complainant 
deposited the required amount.

The Crime Branch said the 
deception continued even after 
this payment. The complainant 
later received another email 
instructing him to open an ac-
count with the Royal Bank of 
Scotland and deposit an addi-
tional sum as Charges of 
Transfer (COT) through an 
NSG agency. To meet these 
demands, the complainant ar-
ranged money from multiple 
sources and made further de-
posits as instructed.

Despite complying with all 
the directions, no prize money 
was ever transferred to the 
complainant’s account. Inves-
tigators said the caller, who 
identified himself as Frank 
Ban and used the email ad-
dress frankban@diplomats.
com, continued to mislead and 
reassure the victim with false 
promises, prolonging the 
fraud.
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Prez Murmu inaugurates Amrit 
Udyan at Rashtrapati Bhavan

NEW DELHI
 

President Droupadi Murmu on Sunday 
graced the opening of the Amrit Udyan Win-
ter Annuals Edition 2026 at Rashtrapati Bha-
van, offering visitors the opportunity to ex-
perience the seasonal blooms and curated 
landscapes at the gardens. 

According to a press release issued by the 
President’s Secretariat, the Amrit Udyan of 
Rashtrapati Bhavan will be open for public 
viewing from February 3 to March 31. Visi-
tors will be able to access the garden six days 
a week between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m., with the 
last entry permitted at 5.00 p.m. The garden 
will remain closed on Mondays earmarked 
for maintenance, and also on March 4 on ac-
count of Holi.

The press release stated that the Amrit 
Udyan will also be open exclusively for spe-
cial categories on designated days. 

These include March 3 for Defence Person-
nel, March 5 for Senior Citizens, March 10 
for Women and Tribal Women’s Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs), and March 13 for Divyang-
jan. Emphasising accessibility, the Presi-
dent’s Secretariat noted that entry to the Gar-
den is free of cost.

However, visitors will be required to book 
their tickets only through the online portal, 
as no on-the-spot booking facility will be 
available this year. 

Online bookings can be made through the 
official website at https://visit.rashtrapati-
bhavan.gov.in/. Visitors have been advised 
to book their slots well in advance and strict-
ly adhere to the timelines and instructions 
mentioned on the ticket. Booking for a par-
ticular day will close at 10.00 a.m. on the 
previous day.

Entry and exit for all visitors will be 
through Gate No. 35 of the President’s Es-
tate, located near the junction of North Ave-
nue and Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

For visitor convenience, a shuttle bus ser-
vice from Central Secretariat Metro Station 
to Gate No. 35 will operate every 30 minutes 
between 9.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m., with the 
last shuttle departing at 4.00 p.m.

The designated visitor route will include 
Bal Vatika, Pulmeria Garden, Banyan Gar-
den, Bonsai Garden, Babbling Brook, Central 
Lawn, Long Garden and Circular Garden. 
Apart from tulips and various varieties of 
roses, visitors will be able to see the Bab-
bling Brook, described as a water stream 
with cascades, and the Banyan Garden with 
reflexology paths.

ALL ARE WELCOMEQUICK READ
Maghi Purnima:  

Lakhs take holy dip 
across country

DIAL-112 ensures
 swift response at 
Medaram Jatara

Prayagraj
Lakhs of devotees gath-

ered at river ghats nation-
wide on Maghi Purnima, 

amid chants, drumbeats, 
and a vast display of faith, 

expressing their joy and 
spiritual satisfaction after 
taking a dip. The Sangam 

in Prayagraj, Uttar 
Pradesh, saw an extraor-
dinary turnout from the 
early hours, amid elabo-

rate security and adminis-
trative measures. At 

Prayagraj, pilgrims began 
arriving at the Sangam 

and other ghats from the 
previous night to take part 
in the sacred snan at the 
confluence of the Ganga, 
Yamuna and the mythical 
Saraswati, marking one of 
the most significant bath-
ing rituals of the ongoing 

Magh Mela.

Hyderabad
A temporary Dial-112 

emergency response call 
centre of Telangana Po-

lice handled over 500 
emergency calls during 

‘Sammakka Saralamma 
Jatara’ at Medaram in Mu-
lugu district. The tempo-

rary facility operated from 
January 18 to 31 to ensure 

a swift emergency re-
sponse and enhanced 

public safety during the 
Jatara, the largest tribal 

festival in Asia. Telangana 
Integrated Command 

Control Centre (TGICCC) 
said on Sunday that the 
temporary facility was 
equipped with two dis-
patch desks and func-

tioned round-the-clock in 
four shifts, ensuring unin-
terrupted emergency re-

sponse services.

Budget historic, a highway of opportunities: Modi
PM hailed the Union Budget 2026-27 as "historic," emphasizing its focus on youth, infra, and equitable development for a prosperous India

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday strongly endorsed the 
Union Budget 2026–27, describ-
ing it as a highway of immense 
opportunities that would inject 
fresh energy into India’s reform 
journey. He said the country’s 
Reform Express would gain new 
momentum through the measures 
announced, helping convert pres-
ent aspirations into long-term na-
tional achievements.

The remarks came after Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man presented her ninth consec-
utive Union Budget in Parlia-
ment, a milestone that Modi de-
scribed as historic. Congratulat-
ing Sitharaman, the Prime Minis-
ter said the occasion was a pow-
erful reflection of India’s Nari 
Shakti, noting that she has set a 
record by presenting the Union 
Budget nine times in a row as a 
woman finance minister.

According to the Prime Minis-

ter, the Budget is guided by three 
key kartavyas—boosting and sus-
taining economic growth by 
improving competitive-
ness, meeting the aspira-
tions of citizens, and en-
suring that every family, 
community, and region 
has access to resources 
and opportunities. 
He  sa id  these 
guiding princi-
ples would help 
strengthen the 

foundations of a more inclusive 
and resilient economy.

Modi said the Budget lays a 
strong foundation for India’s 
high flight towards achieving 
the goal of a Viksit Bharat 
2047, when the country 
completes 100 years of in-

dependence. Calling 
the document fu-

ture-oriented, he 
said it would turn 
the dreams of to-
day into reality 

and ensure a brighter tomorrow 
for coming generations.

Describing the Budget as 
unique, the Prime Minister high-
lighted its balanced focus on re-
ducing the fiscal deficit and con-
trolling inflation, while simulta-
neously pushing high capital ex-
penditure (CAPEX) to drive 
growth. He said this combination 
would strengthen India’s macro-
economic stability and enhance 
its standing on the global stage.

Modi also underlined the Bud-

get’s emphasis on trust-based 
governance and a human-centric 
economic structure. He said the 
path-breaking reforms announced 
would open up the sky for India’s 
aspiring and talented youth, en-
abling them to innovate, compete 
globally, and lead growth in 
emerging sectors. Highlighting 
India’s rising global profile, the 
Prime Minister said the country’s 
role as a trusted democratic part-
ner and a reliable, quality suppli-
er is expanding. 

Budget turbocharges 
momentum to bolster 

India’s global position: Shah

Disappointing, deplorable 
budget: Akhilesh Yadav

A ‘visionary document’ for 
developing India: Tripura min

NEW DELHI
 

Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Sunday hailed the Union Budget 
2026-27 as an embodiment of In-
dia forging its new identity as an 
emerging economic power centre 
and said that it furthers the momen-
tum to bolster the country's global 
standing. He also praised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's econom-
ic policies and said that they have 
fuelled India's economy.

Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman pre-
sented her ninth consecutive 
Union Budget on Sunday.

In a post on X, HM Shah said, 
Viksit Bharat Budget embodies 
Bharat as a nation forging its new 
identity as an emerging economic 
power centre with resolute trust in 
its own strengths. Post covid, 
PM Narendra Modi Ji's vi-
sionary economic policies 
have fuelled the Indian 
economy.

Viksit Bharat Budget 
turbocharges the momen-
tum to bolster India's po-
sition on the global stage 
as the most attrac-
tive investment 
destination for a 

wide range of sectors, from tradi-
tional to the new-age ones, he 
added. 

Sitharaman's ninth budget was 
motivated by three 'kartavyas' or 
duties aimed at boosting and 
maintaining economic growth by 
improving competitiveness, meet-
ing aspirations, and ensuring that 
every family, community, and re-
gion has access to resources and 
opportunities for engagement.

She announced a powerful 
thrust on infrastructure develop-
ment in her Union Budget speech 
for 2026-27, emphasising sus-
tained public investment to drive 
economic growth and balanced 
regional progress.  The govern-
ment will maintain its strong fo-
cus on enhancing infrastructure in 
cities with populations exceeding 
five lakh, particularly Tier-2 and 
Tier-3 urban centres that have 

emerged as vital growth hubs. 
Sitharaman outlined sev-

eral forward-looking pro-
posals in the financial sec-
tor, aimed at strengthening 
India's banking system and 

enhancing ease of doing 
business as the coun-

try progresses to-
wards the goal of 
Viksit Bharat.

NEW DELHI
 

As Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman presented the Union 
Budget 2026 in Parliament, Sam-
ajwadi Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav launched a sharp attack on 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), alleging that the govern-
ment’s budgetary policies are de-
signed to benefit only a small sec-
tion of society aligned 
with the party.

Speaking to re-
porters outside 
Parliament of In-
dia, Yadav said 
he had no expec-
tations from the 
BJP-led govern-
ment or the bud-
get it presented. He 
claimed that succes-
sive budgets under the 
current regime have consis-
tently ignored the needs of the 
majority of citizens. When I have 
no expectations from the BJP gov-
ernment, what can I expect from 
its budget? he said. So far, the 
budgets that have been presented 
appear to be meant for only 
one-twentieth of the population. 
This means the budget is designed 
for just five per cent of the country.

Yadav alleged that the BJP uses 
the Union Budget as a tool to fa-
vour its own supporters and ensure 

their economic progress, while the 
poor and marginalized sections are 
left behind. He argued that a truly 
good budget should focus on im-
proving the lives of the poor and 
bringing real happiness and relief 
to them, rather than concentrating 
benefits in the hands of a few.

The Samajwadi Party chief also 
questioned the government’s 
claims of development, urging 

the BJP to revisit its own 
election manifesto. 

He challenged the 
ruling party to ex-
plain how many 
smart cities it 
has actually de-
veloped, despite 
repeated promis-

es. Referring to 
issues of basic civic 

amenities, Yadav said 
the government had 

claimed to have improved 
solid waste management, yet inci-
dents of people dying after consum-
ing contaminated water point to se-
rious governance failures.

On the global stage, Yadav ac-
cused the government of project-
ing an image of success that does 
not match ground realities. He said 
India has faced international criti-
cism over poor air quality and en-
vironmental conditions, adding 
that such issues could discourage 
foreign investment.

AGARTALA
 

Welcoming the Union Budget 
2026–27 presented by Nirmala 
Sitharaman, Tripura Tourism 
Minister Sushanta Chowdhury 
described it as a people-centric 
and development-oriented budget 
that strengthens the foundation of 
a Viksit Bharat. Reacting to the 
budget proposals, he said the 
Centre’s announcement to devel-
op India as a global medical tour-
ism hub, along with measures to 
strengthen the caregiver ecosys-
tem in the health sector, reflects 
the government’s commitment to 
building a robust, inclusive, and 
future-ready healthcare frame-
work. He said such initiatives 
would not only improve health 
services domestically but also po-
sition India as a trusted destina-
tion for affordable and quality 
medical care. The minister partic-
ularly welcomed the proposal to 
construct women’s hostels in ev-
ery district across the country. 
Calling it a transformative step, 
He also hailed the announce-
ment to establish 16,000 
new secondary schools 
nationwide, terming it a 
landmark initiative to 
strengthen India’s ed-
ucation infrastruc-
ture. He said ex-
panding access to 

secondary education is essential 
for improving learning outcomes, 
reducing drop-out rates, and pre-
paring students for higher educa-
tion and skill-based employment 
in a rapidly changing economy. 
Chowdhury said the budget offers 
meaningful relief to middle-class 
salaried professionals, a segment 
that has faced sustained pressure 
from rising living costs in recent 
years. At the same time, he said 
the proposals reinforce the broad-
er vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, 
by focusing on strengthening do-
mestic manufacturing capacity, 
enhancing energy security, and 
reducing de- p e n -
dence on 
imports.

Mayawati accuses political 
parties of ‘misusing’ Sant Ravidas
LUCKNOW

 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
president Mayawati on Sun-
day launched a sharp attack 
on governments and various 
political parties, accusing 
them of distorting the human-
ist messages of saints and 
great personalities for narrow 
political and electoral gains. 
Her remarks came on the oc-
casion of Sant Guru Shri Rav-
idas Jayanti.

Paying tribute to Sant Rav-
idas, Mayawati extended 
greetings to his followers 
across India and abroad. She 
said the misuse of saints’ 
teachings for vote-bank poli-
tics has weakened peace, 
brotherhood, and social har-
mony in the country. Accord-
ing to her, political forces of-
ten selectively invoke spiritu-
al icons without truly embrac-
ing or implementing their 
core values in governance and 
public life.

Highlighting Sant Ravidas’ 
famous message — Man 
changa to kathauti me Ganga 
(If the soul is pure, the Gan-
ges is in the vessel) — May-

awati said the teaching is not 
merely spiritual but forms the 
foundation of genuine social 
transformation. However, she 
alleged that those in power 
have reduced such messages 
to superficial devotion, in-
stead of imbibing their es-
sence to promote equality, 
justice, and inclusive develop-
ment.

The BSP chief noted that 
Sant Ravidas devoted his life 
to fighting caste discrimina-

tion, hatred, and social evils, 
offering humanity a vision 
rooted in dignity and social 
justice. She said the widening 
gap between words and ac-
tions among political leaders 
has led to growing unrest, dis-
satisfaction, and distrust in 
society.

Mayawati further alleged 
that most political parties re-
member Sant Ravidas only 
during election seasons, using 
his legacy to seek votes while 
neglecting the real issues 
faced by his millions of fol-
lowers. 

His message links religion 
with social service and public 
awareness, not with pow-
er-driven and self-serving pol-
itics, she said.

The BSP chief  accused 
governments and 
political parties of  

distorting Sant Ravidas’ 
humanist teachings for 

vote-bank politics. ENTRY POINT
n �Swing by Gate No. 35 on North Avenue 

Road, President’s Estate—your one-stop 
for arrivals and exits. It’s Metro-friendly, 
hugging Central Secretariat station, and 
signposted clearly for first-timers.

TIMINGS
n �People can visit the Udyan six days a 

week between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. (last 
entry at 5.00 p.m.). The Udyan will remain 
closed on Mondays, which are mainte-
nance days and on March 4 on account 
of Holi.

BOOKING BASICS
n �Free entry: No cost to enter Amrit Udyan. 

It’s open to everyone.

n �Pre-book slots: Book hourly time slots 
online at visit.rashtrapatibhavan.gov.in 
with your mobile number. One booking per 
number. Max 30 people per slot, or 100 
for schools.

n �Walk-ins: Register at kiosks outside Gate 
35 if no booking.

n �What to bring: Arrive on time. Show 
digital pass (QR code) and government ID 
(Aadhaar, passport, etc.).

n �Rules: No bags larger than 15x15x10 cm. 
No food or drinks. Security checks are 
quick and strict.

VISITOR FACILITIES
n �Visitors can carry mobile phones, elec-

tronic keys, purses/handbags, water bot-
tles and milk bottles for infants. Provision 
for drinking water, toilets, and first aid/
medical facilities will be made at various 
places along the public route.

SPECIAL DAYS
n March 3 – for Defence Personnel

n �March 5 – for Senior Citizens

n �March 10 – for Women and  
Tribal Women’s SHGs

n March 13 – for Divyangjan

ENTRY DETAILS FOR VISITORS

Bribery: CBI arrests UP Gramin Bank 
branch manager, field officer

LUCKNOW
 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has arrested the 
Branch Manager and a Field 
Officer of UP Gramin Bank’s 
Sahaspur branch in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Bijnor district, along 
with a private individual, for 
allegedly demanding and ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 45,000, 
an official statement said on 
Sunday. The bribe was de-
manded in connection with the 
sanction of a government loan, 
the statement added. The ar-
rested accused have been iden-
tified as Kapil Kumar, Branch 

Manager, UP Gramin Bank, 
Sahaspur, Bijnor; Vikas Ku-
mar, Field Officer of the same 
branch; and Mohd Noman, a 
casual worker who acted as a 
private intermediary.

The CBI registered the case 
on January 31 following a 
complaint against the Field 
Officer.

According to the agency, the 
complainant’s wife had ap-
plied for a loan of Rs 5 lakh 
under the Mukhyamantri Yuva 
Udyami Vikas Yojana with the 
UP Gramin Bank branch in 
Sahaspur. It was alleged that 
the Field Officer initially de-

manded an illegal gratification 
of Rs 40,000 from the com-
plainant in exchange for pro-
cessing and sanctioning the 
loan. The demand was subse-
quently raised to Rs 45,000, 
the CBI said.

After verifying the com-
plaint, the agency laid a trap to 
apprehend the accused. During 
the course of the operation, it 
was revealed that the Field Of-
ficer had demanded the bribe 
in criminal conspiracy with 
the Branch Manager. The pri-
vate individual, identified as a 
casual worker, allegedly facil-
itated the transaction
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BNP poll office 

vandalised in Dinajpur 
amid campaign row

Mob killings, jail 
custodial deaths 

double in B’desh in Jan

Dhaka
A Bangladesh Nationalist 

Party (BNP) election 
campaign office was van-

dalised in Nawabganj 
upazila of Dinajpur in 

Bangladesh amid height-
ened political tensions 
ahead of the upcoming 
national elections, local 
media reported on Sun-
day. According to Dhaka 
Tribune, the incident oc-
curred at the BNP cam-

paign office located in the 
Dolardarga area of Puti-
mari Union under the Di-

najpur-6 constituency, 
which comprises Biram-
pur, Nawabganj, Ghor-

aghat and Hakimpur. Wit-
nesses alleged that activ-

ists of Jamaat-e-Islami 
attacked the office, 

breaking chairs and tables 
and tearing down ban-

ners and campaign mate-
rials. Two BNP activists 

who were present at the 
office at the time were 

also reportedly assaulted 
during the attack.

Dhaka
Bangladesh witnessed a 

sharp rise in mob violence 
in January, with the num-
ber of deaths from public 
beatings more than dou-

bling compared to the 
previous month. At the 

same time, fatalities in jail 
custody also rose signifi-

cantly, raising serious 
concerns about law and 
order and the overall hu-
man rights situation as 
the country heads to-

wards national elections. 
According to the monthly 

monitoring report re-
leased by the Manaba-

dhikar Shongskriti Foun-
dation (MSF), at least 21 

people were killed in mob 
attacks in January, com-
pared to 10 such deaths 

reported in December 
2025. The report, which 

was released, termed the 
human rights situation in 

January as alarmingly vio-
lent and complex.

Judge orders release of 5-yr-old boy detained in Minnesota
MINNESOTA

A Liam Conejo Ramos and 
his father, Adrian Conejo 
Arias, must be released from 
federal immigration custody, 
a judge ruled, following their 
detention by immigration of-
ficers during a raid in Colum-
bia Heights, Minnesota, Unit-
ed States last month. 

The high-profile case cap-
tured national attention after a 
widely shared photograph 
showed the young child in a 
bright blue bunny hat stand-
ing outside his home as feder-
al agents stood nearby. 

U.S. District Judge Fred Bi-
ery of the Western District of 
Texas issued the order, sharp-
ly criticizing the govern-
ment’s immigration enforce-

ment strategy. In his ruling, 
Biery described the detention 
of the father and son as part 
of an ill-conceived and in-
competently-implemented 
government pursuit of daily 
deportation quotas, comments 
that resonated with advocates 
and critics alike who have 
condemned the case as an ex-

ample of harsh immigration 
policy in practice. 

The father and son were 
among four students detained 
by U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) in a 
sweep earlier this month, ac-
cording to the Columbia 
Heights Public School Dis-
trict. The family, originally 

from Ecuador, entered the 
United States in 2024 and had 
an active asylum claim pend-
ing at the time of their arrest. 
The pair were transferred to a 
family detention facility in 
Dilley, Texas, before the 
judge’s latest order. 

Judge Biery’s ruling em-
phasized constitutional con-
cerns with the use of adminis-
trative warrants by immigra-
tion officials, questioning 
whether such warrants meet 
the legal standard of probable 
cause and underscoring the 
need for independent judicial 
oversight. The judge also 
wrote that immigration en-
forcement must proceed in a 
manner that respects human 
dignity and the rule of law. 

The case ignited a broader 

national debate over immigra-
tion enforcement tactics, par-
ticularly the treatment of 
children during raids. Images 
of Liam with his blue bunny 
hat and Spider-Man back-
pack became a symbol of 
public unease, prompting 
protests and statements from 
child-welfare advocates. In 
some accounts, community 
members painted origami 
rabbits in solidarity with the 
child, as Conejo means rabbit 
in Spanish. 

The Department of Home-
land Security disputed some 
of the allegations surround-
ing the tactics used during 
the raid, but the judge’s order 
reflects growing judicial 
scrutiny of immigration en-
forcement operations.

LIAM RAMOS

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

China-Russia hold security talks 
amid shifting global dynamics

Russian security chief Sergei Shoigu’s China visit highlights growing strategic 
coordination amid evolving global and regional security challenges

BEIJING

Russian Security Council 
Secretary Sergei Shoigu ar-
rived in China on Sunday for 
high-level discussions fo-
cused on international and 
regional security, according to 
reports from Russian media 
outlets citing official sources. 

During the visit, Shoigu is 
scheduled to meet Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, 
underscoring the importance 
both countries attach to con-
tinued strategic dialogue at a 
time of heightened global un-
certainty.

According to the Interfax 
news agency, the talks will 
center on the changing situa-
tion in the sphere of interna-
tional and regional security. 
While specific agenda details 
were not publicly disclosed, 
analysts expect the discus-
sions to cover a broad range 
of issues, including geopolit-
ical stability, regional flash-

points, and the evolving bal-
ance of power in Asia and 
beyond.

The timing of Shoigu’s vis-
it is particularly significant. It 
coincides with renewed diplo-
matic activity involving Rus-
sia, Ukraine, and the United 
States, where officials have 
recently held talks aimed at 
ending the nearly four-year-
long conflict between Mos-
cow and Kyiv. Although Chi-
na is not a direct participant in 
those negotiations, Beijing 

has positioned itself as an in-
fluential global actor with a 
stated interest in conflict res-
olution and regional stability.

For Moscow and Beijing, 
sustained security consulta-
tions reflect a shared empha-
sis on strategic coordination 
in response to what both 
countries often describe as a 
rapidly changing international 
order. Over recent years, Rus-
sia and China have expanded 
cooperation across defense, 
economic, and diplomatic 

spheres, frequently emphasiz-
ing principles such as multi-
polarity and non-interference.

Observers note that meet-
ings at the level of a security 
council secretary and a for-
eign minister indicate discus-
sions that go beyond routine 
diplomacy. Such engagements 
often involve assessments of 
long-term security trends, cri-
sis management mechanisms, 
and coordination within inter-
national forums.

While no joint statements 
were immediately released 
following Shoigu’s arrival, 
the visit itself sends a clear 
signal of continued engage-
ment between Russia and 
China on security matters. As 
diplomatic efforts to resolve 
the Ukraine conflict continue, 
the outcomes of these discus-
sions may have implications 
not only for regional stability 
in Eurasia but also for broader 
global security dynamics in 
the months ahead.

SpaceX measures 
curbed ‘Russian use’ 

of Starlink: Musk
WASHINGTON

Billionaire entrepreneur Elon 
Musk said on Sunday that 
steps taken by his aerospace 
company SpaceX to prevent 
Russia from using the Starlink 
satellite internet system with-
out authorization appear to 
have been effective. 

Musk made the remarks in 
a post on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, responding to 
mounting concerns from 
Ukrainian officials over the 
alleged military use of the 
technology.

Looks like the steps we 
took to stop the unauthorized 
use of Starlink by Russia have 
worked. Let us know if more 
needs to be done, Musk 
wrote. His statement comes 
amid heightened scrutiny of 
how commercial satellite 
communication systems are 
being deployed in modern 
warfare, particularly in the 
ongoing conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine.

Starl ink,  operated by 
SpaceX, provides high-speed 
internet access via a network 
of low-Earth orbit satellites 
and has played a critical role 
in maintaining communica-
tions in Ukraine since the ear-
ly  s tages  o f  the  war. 
Ukrainian authorities have 
repeatedly emphasized its im-
portance for both civilian con-
nectivity and military coordi-
nation.

H o w e v e r ,  c o n c e r n s 
emerged last week after 
Ukrainian officials said they 
had discovered Starlink termi-
nals being used on long-range 
drones deployed in Russian 
attacks. Ukrainian Defence 
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov 
stated on Thursday that Kyiv 
is actively working with 
SpaceX to prevent Russia 

from using the satellite sys-
tem to guide drones or en-
hance its battlefield capabili-
ties.

Fedorov said Ukraine had 
raised the issue directly with 
the company after evidence 
suggested that Russian forces 
were exploiting the system 
despite restrictions. He added 
that ensuring Starlink remains 
inaccessible to Russian mili-
tary units is essential for 
maintaining Ukraine’s defen-
sive edge and preventing fur-
ther escalation.

SpaceX has previously 
maintained that it does not 
provide Starlink services di-
rectly to Russia and that any 
unauthorized use violates its 
terms of service. The compa-
ny has also said it continues 
to update safeguards to pre-
vent misuse of the technology 
in conflict zones.

The episode highlights the 
growing role of private tech-
nology firms in global securi-
ty matters, as well as the chal-
lenges of controlling dual-use 
technologies during armed 
conflicts. As the war contin-
ues, coordination between 
governments and private com-
panies like SpaceX is expected 
to remain cru- cial 
in shaping 
how ad-
v a n c e d 
communi-
cation tools 
are used or 
restricted on 
the battle-
field.

‘Looks like the steps 
we took to stop the 

unauthorized use of  
Starlink by Russia have 

worked’

Trump’s special envoy for Iraq steps downNK premier 
highlights Kim’s 

regional 
development

SEOUL

North Korean Premier Pak 
Thae-song has highlighted the 
regional development initia-
tive being pushed for by lead-
er Kim Jong-un as the state's 
top priority, calling on offi-
cials to devote themselves to 
the plans, its state media re-
ported Sunday. 

Pak made the remarks 
during a groundbreaking cer-
emony of a construction proj-
ect in Pyongwon County, 
South Phyongan Province, the 
previous day, the Korean 
Cen t ra l  News  Agency 
(KCNA) reported. In a speech 
at the event, Pak described the 
Regiona l  Deve lopment 
20X10 Policy as the highest 
priority for the party and the 
state, urging officials to com-
mit themselves to implement-
ing the policy.

WASHINGTON

Mark Savaya, who was ap-
pointed by Donald Trump as 
the United States’ special en-
voy for Iraq in October, is no 
longer serving in that role, 
according to sources familiar 
with the decision. The devel-
opment comes at a sensitive 
moment in U.S.–Iraq rela-
tions, as disagreements deep-
en between Washington and 
Baghdad over efforts to limit 
Iran’s political and strategic 
influence inside Iraq.

While no official explana-
tion has been publicly issued 
for Savaya’s departure, the 
timing has drawn attention 
from diplomats and regional 
analysts. Washington has in-
creasingly pressed Iraqi lead-
ers to curb Tehran’s role in 
Iraqi politics, particularly the 
influence of Iran-backed po-
litical factions and armed 
groups. Baghdad, meanwhile, 
has sought to balance its ties 
with both the United States 
and neighboring Iran, resist-

ing what some Iraqi officials 
view as external pressure on 
its internal affairs.

S a v a y a ,  a  C h r i s t i a n 
Iraqi-American entrepreneur, 
was among a small group of 
Arab Americans elevated to 
senior roles by the Trump ad-
ministration. His appointment 
last year was seen as part of a 
broader outreach strategy 
aimed at Middle Eastern com-
munities in the United States. 
During the 2024 presidential 
campaign, Trump invested 
significant political capital in 
courting Arab and Muslim 
voters, particularly in key bat-
tleground areas such as De-
troit and other parts of Mich-
igan.

As special envoy, Savaya 
was expected to leverage his 
background and regional un-
derstanding to help navigate 
the complex political land-
scape in Iraq. His role includ-
ed engaging with Iraqi offi-
cials, monitoring political 
developments, and contribut-
ing to broader U.S. efforts to 

stabilize the country while 
countering Iranian influence. 
However, sources say the po-
sition has now been vacated, 
and it remains unclear wheth-
er a successor will be named 
in the near future.

The departure highlights 
the challenges Washington 
faces in Iraq, where U.S. pol-
icy goals often collide with 
domestic political realities. 
Iran’s influence, cultivated 
over decades through political 
alliances, economic ties, and 
militia networks, remains 
deeply entrenched. Efforts by 
the United States to push back 
against that influence have 
frequently strained relations 
with Iraqi leaders who are 
wary of being caught in the 
middle of regional rivalries.

Prince Andrew should testify 
before US Cong: Starmer 

LONDON

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said that the former 
Prince Andrew should testify 
before a U.S. congressional 
committee, following the re-
lease of new documents de-
tailing his links to the late fi-
nancier and convicted sex 
offender Jeffrey Epstein. 
Starmer’s remarks mark one 
of the strongest public state-
ments by a serving UK lead-
er on the long-running con-
troversy surrounding the 
Duke of York.

The comments came a day 
after the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment published additional 
files related to Epstein, shed-
ding fresh light on his net-

work of high-profile associ-
ates. Among the newly re-
leased materials were emails 
indicating that Prince An-
drew, the brother of King 
Charles III, maintained regu-
lar contact with Epstein for 
more than two years after the 
financier had been convicted 
of child sex crimes.

Speaking to reporters, 
Starmer said transparency 
and accountability were es-
sential when serious allega-
tions and revelations involve 
public figures. He added that 
testifying before a U.S. con-
gressional committee would 
provide Prince Andrew an 
opportunity to address the 
claims directly and clarify 
the nature of his relationship 

with Epstein. While the Brit-
ish government does not 
have authority over royal 
family members, Starmer 
emphasized that cooperation 
with lawful investigations is 
a matter of principle.

Prince Andrew has long 
denied any wrongdoing and 
has previously said he sev-
ered ties with Epstein after 
becoming aware of the finan-
cier ’s criminal conduct. 
However, the latest disclo-
sures have renewed scrutiny 
of those claims and reignited 
public debate in the United 
Kingdom and abroad. Buck-
ingham Palace has not com-
mented on the newly released 
documents or Starmer’s state-
ment.

Baloch clashes leave dozens 
of militants, civilians dead 

QUETTA

At least 92 militants were 
killed during intense clashes 
with Pakistan’s security forc-
es across multiple cities in the 
southwestern province of Ba-
lochistan, the military said in 
an official statement. The vi-
olence marked one of the 
deadliest days in the region in 
recent months and under-
scored the persistent security 
challenges faced by authori-
ties in the restive province.

According to the military, 
clearance operations were 
launched in response to coor-
dinated militant attacks target-
ing both security installations 
and civilian areas. During 
these operations, 15 members 
of Pakistan’s security forces 
were killed, highlighting the 
high cost of ongoing counter-
insurgency efforts. 

The military added that mil-
itants also carried out attacks 
on civilians in several loca-
tions, killing at least 18 peo-
ple, including women and 
children.

Balochistan, Pakistan’s 
largest but least populated 
province, has long been 
plagued by a separatist insur-
gency driven by grievances 

over political marginalization, 
economic neglect, and dis-
putes over the control of nat-
ural resources. Militant 
groups operating in the region 
have frequently targeted secu-
rity forces, infrastructure proj-
ects, and, at times, civilians, 
leading to cycles of violence 
and retaliation.

Clashes came just a day af-
ter Pakistan’s military said it 
had killed 41 militants in sep-
arate raids across Balochistan. 
The back-to-back operations 
suggest an escalation in coun-
terterrorism activity as au-
thorities seek to dismantle 
militant networks believed to 
be behind a recent uptick in 
attacks.

The province’s strategic lo-
cation, bordering Iran and Af-
ghanistan, has added com-
plexity to the security situa-
tion. Militants have often ex-
ploited the rugged terrain and 
porous borders to evade cap-
ture, while regional instability 
has contributed to the per-
sistence of armed groups.

Pakistan’s military said it 
remains committed to restor-
ing peace and stability in Ba-
lochistan and vowed to con-
tinue operations against mili-
tant elements. 

KYIV

President Volodymyr 
Zelensky on Sunday 
announced that fresh 
two-day negotia-
tions involving en-
voys from the Unit-
ed States, Russia, 
and Ukraine aimed at 
ending the war would be-
gin in Abu Dhabi from 

Wednesday.
Zelensky took to X and 
said, "The dates for the next 

trilateral meetings have 
been set - February 4 
and 5 in Abu Dhabi. 
Ukraine is ready for a 
substantive discussion, 

and we are interested in 
ensuring that the outcome 

brings us closer to a real and 
dignified end to the war."

Zelensky says Ukraine-
Russia-US talks to be held in 
Abu Dhabi from Wednesday
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Nvidia plans huge OpenAI investment 
TAIPIE

U.S. chip making giant Nvid-
ia is planning to make what 
could be its largest-ever in-
vestment in OpenAI, Chief 
Executive Jensen Huang said, 
firmly rejecting speculation 
that he was unhappy with the 
creator of ChatGPT.

Huang descr ibed  the 
planned commitment as huge, 
signaling Nvidia’s intent to 
deepen its financial and stra-
tegic ties with one of the most 
influential players in the arti-
ficial intelligence industry.

Speaking amid heightened 
interest in the rapidly evolving 
AI sector, Huang said reports 
suggesting tensions between 
Nvidia and OpenAI were un-
founded. His comments come 
as competition intensifies 
among technology companies 
racing to develop and deploy 
advanced generative AI sys-
tems, driving unprecedented 

demand for high-performance 
computing hardware.

In September, Nvidia an-
nounced plans to invest up to 
$100 billion in OpenAI, a 
deal that would represent a 
landmark transaction in the 
technology sector if complet-
ed at that scale. The proposed 
investment would provide 
OpenAI with substantial cap-
ital and, crucially, long-term 

access to Nvidia’s most ad-
vanced chips. These proces-
sors are widely regarded as 
essential for training and run-
ning large language models 
and other AI systems at scale.

For OpenAI, the investment 
would help secure the com-
puting resources needed to 
maintain its leadership posi-
tion as rivals, including major 
U.S. and Chinese tech firms, 

pour billions of dollars into 
competing AI platforms. The 
company’s models require 
enormous processing power, 
and supply constraints for cut-
ting-edge chips have become 
a strategic bottleneck across 
the industry.

For Nvidia, the move 
would further cement its cen-
tral role in the global AI eco-
system. The company has 
emerged as one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of the AI boom, 
with its data-center chips 
forming the backbone of 
many leading AI products. By 
strengthening its partnership 
with OpenAI, Nvidia would 
not only secure a major cus-
tomer but also gain deeper 
insight into the future direc-
tion of AI development.

Huang’s remarks also ap-
peared aimed at reassuring 
investors and partners that the 
relationship between the two 
companies remains strong. 
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USWU to continue 
bargaining with 

Marathon Petroleum

Bitcoin slides to  
two-month low amid 

fed policy fears

Toyota recalls  
over 161,000 vehicles 

in US over defect

Texas
The United Steel Work-
ers Union said late that 
it would extend negoti-
ations with Marathon 
Petroleum, easing im-

mediate fears of a 
large-scale strike that 
could have disrupted 

operations at U.S. refin-
eries and chemical 

plants. The move tem-
porarily averts a walk-
out by roughly 30,000 

workers represented by 
the union across multi-
ple facilities nationwide. 

Under the agreement, 
the two sides have en-
tered into a rolling 24-
hour contract exten-
sion. This means the 

existing labor contract, 
which had been set to 

expire at 12:01 a.m. 
Eastern Time (0501 

GMT) on Sunday, will 
remain in force while 

negotiations continue. 
Either party now has 
the option to issue a 

24-hour notice the un-
ion to strike or Mara-

thon Petroleum to lock 
workers out before tak-

ing further action.

New York
Bitcoin, the world’s larg-

est cryptocurrency by 
market value, extended 
its recent selloff, falling 
6.53% to $78,719.63 by 

12:48 p.m. ET (1748 
GMT), according to 

market data. The de-
cline followed weak-
ness in the previous 
session and under-

scored renewed inves-
tor caution toward risk 

assets amid shifting ex-
pectations for U.S. 

monetary policy. Bitcoin 
dropped as low as 

$81,104, its weakest lev-
el since November 21, 

before continuing lower 
over the weekend. The 
slide came as the U.S. 

dollar strengthened af-
ter former Federal Re-
serve Governor Kevin 

Warsh was selected as 
the next chair of the 
Federal Reserve. The 
dollar’s gains added 

pressure to cryptocur-
rencies, which often 

move inversely to the 
greenback.

Tokyo
Japanese automaker 

Toyota is recalling 
161,268 vehicles in the 
United States after a 

defect was discovered 
in the rear-view camera 
display system, accord-
ing to a statement re-
leased by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHT-
SA). The issue could 

prevent the rear-view 
image from displaying 

correctly when the vehi-
cle is placed in reverse, 
increasing the risk of a 
crash. The NHTSA said 

the recall affects certain 
Toyota models 

equipped with an inte-
grated rear-view cam-

era system that may in-
termittently fail or dis-

play a blank or distorted 
image. Rear-view cam-

eras are a federally 
mandated safety fea-

ture in the U.S., de-
signed to improve visi-
bility behind vehicles 
and reduce the risk of 
backover accidents, 
particularly involving 
pedestrians, children, 

and cyclists.

China's housing slump shows 
tentative signs of stabilisation

China’s new home prices rose modestly in January, while secondary 
market declines narrowed amid renewed stabilisation pledges.

BEIJING

Average prices of new homes 
across 100 Chinese cities in-
creased in January, while 
price declines in the second-
ary, or resale, market showed 
signs of easing, according to 
a private survey released on 
Sunday. The data points to 
tentative improvement in Chi-
na’s long-struggling property 
sector, following renewed 
government commitments to 
stabilise housing demand and 
restore buyer confidence.

According to the China In-
dex Academy, one of the 
country’s largest real estate 
research institutions, new 
home prices rose by 0.18% 
month-on-month in January. 
While this marked a slow-
down from the 0.28% in-
crease recorded in December, 
it still reflected a continuation 
of the modest upward trend 
seen in recent months. Ana-

lysts say the data suggests 
that policy support is begin-
ning to have a measurable, if 
limited, impact.

The research firm also not-
ed that price declines in the 
secondary housing market 
narrowed further during the 
month, indicating that selling 
pressure may be gradually 
easing. The resale market has 
been under particular strain 
over the past two years, as 
cautious buyers delayed pur-
chases amid economic uncer-
tainty, falling developer con-
fidence, and concerns over 

unfinished projects.
Several major cities played 

a key role in supporting Jan-
uary’s price gains. Cities 
such as Chengdu, Shanghai, 
and Hangzhou saw the 
launch of high-end, upgraded 
housing projects during the 
month. These premium de-
velopments helped lift both 
month-on-month and year-
on-year prices in first- and 
second-tier cities, where de-
mand from higher-income 
buyers has proven more  
resilient.

The China Index Academy 

said that improved product 
quality, better locations, and 
stronger developer reputa-
tions have attracted buyers 
willing to pay higher prices, 
even as overall market senti-
ment remains cautious. As a 
result, price performance in 
larger cities has continued to 
outperform that of smaller, 
lower-tier markets, many of 
which are still grappling with 
oversupply.

January’s data comes 
against the backdrop of re-
newed pledges by Chinese 
authorities to support the 
property sector, which re-
mains a key pillar of the 
world’s second-largest econo-
my. In recent months, policy-
makers have rolled out mea-
sures including easier mort-
gage terms, relaxed purchase 
restrictions in some cities, and 
increased financing support 
for developers to ensure proj-
ect completion.

Kevin Warsh 
emerges as Trump’s 

pick for Fed chair
WASHINGTON

Kevin Warsh appears to check 
many of the boxes President 
Donald Trump values in a 
nominee to lead the Federal 
Reserve, combining close po-
litical and social ties to the 
president with deep connec-
tions on Wall Street and a pol-
ished public presence. Yet 
despite Trump’s enthusiasm, 
major questions remain over 
how aggressively Warsh 
would cut interest rates and 
how quickly he could imple-
ment what he has described as 
a regime change at the U.S. 
central bank.

Trump has repeatedly urged 
the Federal Reserve to slash 
interest rates to what he char-
acterizes as crisis-level terri-
tory, potentially as low as 1%. 
Such a move would represent 
a dramatic shift from current 
monetary policy and would 
place the Fed among the most 
accommodative central banks 
globally. Whether Warsh 
would support such deep cuts 
is far from clear.

Warsh previously served as 
a Fed governor from 2006 to 
2011, a period that included 
the global financial crisis. 
During that tenure, he built a 
reputation as an inflation 
hawk, often emphasizing the 
risks of loose monetary policy 
and the importance of central 
bank credibility. That history 
suggests he may be reluctant 
to embrace the kind of rapid 
and sweeping rate reductions 

Trump has publicly demand-
ed.

Even if Warsh were in-
clined to cut rates aggressive-
ly, structural and institutional 
constraints could limit his 
ability to do so. Monetary 
policy decisions at the Fed are 
made collectively by the Fed-
eral Open Market Committee 
(FOMC), which consists of 
18 policymakers. Their views, 
combined with incoming eco-
nomic data on inflation, em-
ployment, and growth, would 
heavily influence the pace and 
scale of any easing cycle.

Financial markets have so 
far reacted cautiously to 
Warsh’s nomination. Interest 
rate futures continue to price 
in only two quarter-point rate 
cuts in 2026, which would 
bring the benchmark federal 
funds rate down from its cur-
rent range of 3.50% to 3.75%. 
Notably, those expectations 
did not shift significantly after 
Trump announced Warsh’s 
nomination in a social media 
post, suggesting investors re-
main skeptical that sweeping 
policy changes are imminent. 
Warsh’s potential leadership 
also raises broader questions 
about governance and inde-
pendence at the Federal  
Reserve.

Kevin Warsh fits 
President Trump’s profile 
for Fed chair, but interest 

rate cuts and reform 
plans remain uncertain.

Budget 2026-27 rolls out tax holiday for foreign firms 
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Sunday an-
nounced a tax holiday till 
2047 to any foreign compa-
ny that provides cloud ser-
vices to customers globally 
by using data centre services 
from India as part of the pro-
posals in the Union Budget 
2026-27 presented in the 
Parliament on Sunday.

The move is aimed at de-
veloping critical infrastruc-
ture and boosting investment 
in data centres. Those avail-
ing of the incentive will 
have to provide services to 

Indian customers through an 
Indian reseller entity, the Fi-
nance Minister said.

The Union Budget also 
provides for a safe harbour 
of 15 per cent on cost in case 
the company providing data 
centre services from India is 
a related entity.

To harness the efficiency 
of just-in-time logistics for 
electronic manufacturing, 
the Finance Minister pro-
posed in the budget to pro-
vide a safe harbour to 
non-residents for component 
warehousing in a bonded 
warehouse at a profit margin 
of 2 per cent of the invoice 

value. The resultant tax of 
about 0.7 per cent will be 
much lower than in compet-
ing jurisdictions.

Besides, in order to give a 
fillip to toll manufacturing 
in India, the Finance Minis-
ter has proposed to provide 
exemption from income tax 
for 5 years, to any non-resi-
dent who provides capital 
goods, equipment or tooling, 
to any toll manufacturer in a 
bonded zone.

The Budget proposals also 
provide an exemption to the 
global (non-India-sourced) 
income of a non-resident ex-
pert, for a stay period of 5 

years under the notified 
schemes. This is intended to 
encourage a vast pool of 
global talent to work in India 
for a longer period of time

It also proposes to provide 
an exemption from Mini-
mum Alternate Tax (MAT) 
to all non-residents who pay 
tax on a presumptive basis.

The Finance Minister in 
her speech stated that the 
Budget aims to sustain the 
moment of structural re-
forms, continuous, adaptive 
and forward-looking and for 
cutting edge technologies, 
including AI, which can 
serve as growth multipliers.

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Sun-
day said the Union Budget 
presented by Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
was a powerful step to-
wards a developed India. In 
his first reaction after the 
Union Budget presentation 
in the Lok Sabha, the chief 
minister said, By planned 
urbanisation, promoting in-
dustry and entrepreneur-
ship, and taking firm mea-
sures for investment and 
job creation, this budget 
has laid a strong founda-
tion. An investment of Rs 
12 lakh crore in infrastruc-
ture, substantial provisions 
for agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, fisheries, and irri-
gation have been made.

He further stated, Fol-
lowing the success of the 
Lakhpati Didi scheme, the 
plan to create separate 

malls and industrial oppor-
tunities exclusively for 
women is extremely im-
portant. A scheme for hos-
tels for girls pursuing high-
er education in every dis-
trict has been announced. 
The decision to establish 
emergency medical facili-
ties in district hospitals will 
prove invaluable for the 
health sector.

CM Fadnavis said, The 
M u m b a i - P u n e  a n d 
Pune-Hyderabad high-
speed corridors will lead to 
a significant increase in 
GDP. Each growth hub will 
receive Rs 5,000 crore over 
the next five years, and the 
benefit of this will go to 
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR), Pune Metro-
politan Region, and Nagpur 
Metropolitan Growth Hub.

Earlier, presenting the 
Union Budget 2026 on 
Sunday, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman out-

lined three central 'kar-
tavyas', or duties, to steer 
India’s economy through 
global uncertainty while 
sustaining growth and ful-
filling people’s aspirations. 
Our government's 'sankalp' 
is to focus on the poor, un-
derprivileged and disadvan-
taged, Sitharaman said.

The Finance Minister, in 
her record ninth Budget, 
said the government’s eco-
nomic roadmap would be 
anchored in accelerating 
growth, ensuring inclusive 
development and maintain-
ing the momentum of struc-

tural reforms.
This involves: Accelerat-

ing and sustaining econom-
ic growth by enhancing 
productivity and global 
competitiveness. Fulfilling 
the aspirations of the peo-
ple, positioning growth as 
the foundation of India’s 
long-term prosperity and 
Advancing Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas by ensuring all 
farmers, communities and 
religions have equitable ac-
cess to resources and op-
portunities, and wider par-
ticipation in development, 
she said.

A powerful step towards developed India: Fadnavis
Tata Motors posts 

January sales at 71,066 
units, up 47.1%

MUMBAI

Indian automobile manufac-
turer Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicles Ltd. on Sunday 
said that its sales in the do-
mestic and international 
market, including that of 
electric vehicles (EV), stood 
at 71,066 units in January 
2026, marking a 47.1 per 
cent rise year-on-year. The 
total sales, including EVs, 
were 48,316 units in January 
2025.

Passenger vehicle domes-
tic sales, including electric 
vehicles, rose 46.1 per cent 
YoY to 70,222 units in Jan-
uary 2026 from 48,076 units 
a year earlier, the release 
said.

Further, the passenger ve-
hicle international business 
sales were 844 units in Jan-
uary 2026, posting a 251.7 
per cent uptick from 240 
units in January 2025.

Electr ic vehicle sales 
across international business 
and  domes t i c  marke t s 
reached 9,052 units in Janu-
ary 2026, up 72.7 per cent 
YoY, the release said.

The company shared a ma-
jor milestone in December 
2024 that over 2.5 lakh 
TATA.ev cars are running on 
Indian roads. Tata's Nexon.
ev also created history by 
becoming the first electric 

car in India to cross one lakh 
cumulative sales.

Tata Motors said in De-
cember that it accounted for 
around 66 per cent of all 
electric passenger vehicles 
sold in India, meaning near-
ly two out of every three 
EVs on the road come from 
the Tata stable.

Its EV portfolio includes 
the Tiago.ev, Punch.ev, Nex-
on.ev, Curvv.ev and Harrier.
ev.

The Ministry of Heavy  
Industries (MHI) accelerated 
India’s transition towards 
greater adoption of electric 
veh ic l e s  du r ing  2025 ,  
with record investments un-
der its Production Linked 
I n c e n t i v e  S c h e m e  f o r  
the auto sector and the  
successful implementation 
o f  t h e  P M  E - D R I V E  
initiative.

Claims to the tune of  
Rs 1,999.94 crore were  
d i s b u r s e d  u n d e r  t h e  
PLI-Auto Scheme during 
2024-25.

Till December 31, 2025, 
incentives have been provid-
ed for over 13.61 lakh elec-
tric vehicles, which include 
more  than  10 .42  l akh 
two-wheelers, over 2.38 
lakh three-wheelers, 79,540 
electric cars, and 1,391 elec-
tric buses, an official state-
ment said.
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Extended Deadlines for Tax Returns
The deadline for filing re-

vised income-tax returns has 
been extended from Decem-
ber 31 to March 31, with 
taxpayers able to make cor-
rections by paying a nomi-
nal fee. This provides great-
er flexibility for taxpayers to 
rectify errors in their returns 
without facing stringent pen-
alties.

On February 1, 2026, 
Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman 
presented India's Union 

Budget for 2026-27, 
marking her ninth 

consecutive budget 
presentation. In an 

unprecedented move, 
the budget was 
presented on a 

Sunday, the first time 
in India's independent 

history that this has 
occurred. With the 

vision of  Viksit 
Bharat 2047 guiding 
policy decisions, the 

budget outlined a 
comprehensive 

framework focused on 
infrastructure 
development, 
technological 

advancement, fiscal 
discipline, and 

inclusive growth.

Economic Context and Fiscal Discipline

HIGHLIGHTS OF BUDGET 2026: 
India's Roadmap to Viksit Bharat

India's economic trajectory has been marked 
by resilience and sustained growth, with the 
economy maintaining an average growth rate 
of around 7 percent. The government has 
strengthened domestic manufacturing capac-
ity, ensured energy security and reduced crit-
ical import dependencies since 2014. The 
budget reflects the government's commitment 
to fiscal consolidation, projecting the fiscal 
deficit for 2026-27 at 4.3 percent of GDP, 
down from 4.4 percent in the current fiscal 
year.

This gradual reduction in fiscal deficit 
demonstrates the government's prudent ap-
proach to managing public finances while 
continuing to invest in growth-enabling in-
frastructure. The focus on fiscal discipline 
becomes particularly significant in the con-
text of global economic uncertainty, where 
maintaining macroeconomic stability is cru-
cial for sustained growth.

Sitharaman emphasized that nearly 25 
crore people have come out of multi-dimen-
sional poverty, highlighting the tangible im-
pact of the government's development initia-
tives. This achievement represents one of the 
most significant poverty reduction efforts 
globally and underscores the effectiveness of 
targeted welfare schemes, direct benefit 
transfers, and inclusive growth policies im-
plemented over the past decade.

The budget aims to ensure that the divi-
dends of growth reach farmers, scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes, and the youth, 
demonstrating a commitment to inclusive 
development. 

By targeting these specific demographic 
groups, the government acknowledges that 
true economic progress must be measured not 
just by GDP growth figures but by the im-
provement in living standards across all sec-
tions of society.

Capital expenditure remains a cornerstone of the 
government's growth strategy. The allocation for 
capital expenditure has been raised to Rs 12.2 
lakh crore for the coming financial year, repre-
senting an increase of about 9 percent from the 
previous year's Rs 11.21 lakh crore. This sub-
stantial investment underscores the govern-
ment's focus on building world-class infrastruc-
ture that can support India's growing economy.

Infrastructure 
and Connectivity: 

Building the Future

One of the most signifi-
cant announcements was 
the proposal for seven 
new high-speed rail cor-
ridors that will act as 
growth connectors be-
tween major Indian cit-
ies. 

These high-speed rail 
projects are expected to 
revolutionize intercity 
connectivity, reduce 
travel time significantly, 
and promote environ-
mentally sustainable pas-
senger and cargo move-
ment across the country.

These corridors include
• Mumbai to Pune

• Pune to Hyderabad

• Hyderabad to Bengaluru

• Bengaluru to Chennai

• Delhi to Varanasi

High-Speed Rail Corridors
Freight 

Corridor 
Development

A dedicated freight corri-
dor from Dankuni in 
West Bengal to Surat in 
Gujarat was also an-
nounced to facilitate effi-
cient cargo movement. 
This corridor will en-
hance logistics efficiency 
and support India's man-
ufacturing and export 
sectors by reducing trans-
portation costs and time.

Sector-Wise Budget Allocation
The Union Budget 2026 earmarked substantial funds across key departments. Trans-
port received the highest allocation at Rs 5.98 lakh crore, followed closely by defence 
at Rs 5.94 lakh crore. Rural development was allocated Rs 2.73 lakh crore, home 
affairs Rs 2.55 lakh crore, and agriculture and allied activities Rs 1.62 lakh crore, 
reflecting the government's priorities across various sectors.

SEMICONDUCTOR MISSION 2.0: 
Positioning India as a Global Chip Hub
In a move to strengthen India's posi-
tion in the global semiconductor 
ecosystem, the government an-
nounced the rollout of India Semi-
conductor Mission 2.0 with a sig-
nificantly increased outlay of Rs 
40,000 crore. This enhanced funding 
represents the government's commit-
ment to accelerating domestic man-
ufacturing capabilities in the critical 
semiconductor sector.

The upgraded mission places 
strong emphasis on industry-led re-
search, advanced training centers, 
and deeper collaboration with global 
technology leaders. Recognizing the 
importance of raw mate- rial 
availability, miner-
al-rich states such as 
Odisha, Kerala, 
A n d h r a 
Pradesh and 

Tamil Nadu will receive targeted 
support to strengthen the raw mate-
rial pipeline essential for chip pro-
duction.

This initiative aims to reduce In-
dia's dependence on imported semi-
conductors and position the country 
as a significant player in the 

global chip manufac-
turing landscape, 
suppor t ing  the 
broader Atmanir-
bhar Bharat (self-re-

liant India) 
vision.

Women Empowerment: 
SHE-Marts Initiative

Building on the success of the Lakhpati Didi Programme, 
Finance Minister Sitharaman proposed establishing Self-
Help Entrepreneur (SHE) Marts as community-owned retail 
outlets for rural women-led enterprises. This initiative rep-
resents a strategic shift from credit-led livelihoods to helping 
women become owners of enterprises.

The SHE-Marts will provide rural women entrepreneurs 
with dedicated retail spaces to market their products, enhanc-
ing their economic independence and creating sustainable 
livelihood opportunities. This initiative aligns with the gov-
ernment's focus on women-led development and economic 
empowerment.

Tax Reforms and 
Compliance Simplification

While the Finance Min-
ister announced no 
changes to income tax 
slabs under both the 
new and old tax re-
gimes, several taxpay-
er-friendly reforms were 
introduced to simplify 
compliance and reduce 
procedural hurdles.

Additionally, the filing 
deadlines have been staggered 

to ease compliance
• Individuals filing ITR-1 and 
ITR-2 continue to have the 

July 31 deadline

• Non-audit business cases 
and trusts can now file  
returns until August 31

TDS and TCS Rationalization
Several changes were made to Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) 
and Tax Collected at Source (TCS) rates:
• TDS rate on liquor, scrap and mineral was rationalized to 2 percent

• TCS rate on sale of overseas tour program packages was 
reduced from the current 5 percent and 20 percent to 2 percent 
without any stipulation of amount

• TCS rate for pursuing education and medical purposes under 
the Liberalized Remittance Scheme was reduced from 5 per-
cent to 2 percent.

Securities Transaction  
Tax Adjustments

In a move affecting capital markets, the Securities Transaction 
Tax (STT) on futures was raised to 0.05 percent from 0.02 per-
cent, while STT on options premium was hiked to 0.15 percent. 
These changes aim to rationalize market transactions and en-
hance revenue collection.

Special Tax Exemptions
Several targeted tax exemptions were announced:
• Interest awarded by the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal to a 
natural person will be exempt from Income Tax

• A tax holiday was announced for any foreign company invest-
ing in cloud services in data centers in India

• Basic customs duty was exempted on 17 drugs or medicines 
used for cancer treatment to provide relief to patients

Customs Duty Rationalization
The tariff rate on all dutiable goods imported for personal use 
was reduced from 20 percent to 10 percent to rationalize the 
customs duty structure. This reduction will benefit individuals 
importing goods for personal consumption and align India's 
customs regime with international practices.

The budget also proposed to increase the limit for duty-free 
imports of specified inputs used for processing seafoods for 
export from the current 1 percent to 3 percent of FOB value of 
the previous year's export turnover, supporting the seafood ex-
port industry.

MSME Support and 
Growth Fund

Recognizing the crucial role of Micro, Small, and Me-
dium Enterprises (MSMEs) in employment generation 
and economic growth, the budget introduced a Rs 
10,000 crore MSME Growth Fund. This fund address-
es the critical gap in equity financing for MSMEs, 
which often struggle with excessive debt. Too much 
debt leaves little room for these enterprises to absorb 
economic shocks or invest in growth opportunities. 
The equity-based approach of the Growth Fund rep-
resents a paradigm shift in how the government sup-
ports MSMEs, moving from debt-heavy financing to 
a more balanced capital structure.

Additionally, Rs 2,000 crore was added to the 
Self-Reliant India Fund to support businesses ready to 
scale up. This addition helps MSMEs transition from 
managing liabilities to building capabilities, enabling 
them to compete more effectively in domestic and in-
ternational markets.

Enhanced credit guarantee cover for MSMEs was 
increased from Rs 5 crore to Rs 10 crore, providing 
better access to institutional credit and enabling these 
enterprises to expand their operations. This enhance-
ment in credit guarantee will particularly benefit small 
manufacturers and service providers who have viable 
business models but lack collateral to secure loans 
from traditional banking channels.

Industry bodies have been advocating for measures 
to improve MSMEs' access to credit, extend support 
schemes, and simplify compliance norms. The budget's 
MSME-focused initiatives respond to these demands 
while also addressing the need for easier access to ex-
port markets and improved ease of doing business.

Education and 
Digital Connectivity
Investment in human capital 
received significant attention 
in the budget. The govern-
ment announced a significant 
increase in the number of 
Atal Tinkering Labs in gov-
ernment schools to promote 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship among students. Addi-
tionally, broadband connec-
tivity will be provided to all 
gove rnmen t  s econda ry 
schools and primary health 
centers, bridging the digital 
divide and enabling access to 
digital education and health-
care services. Medical educa-
tion is set to receive a boost 
with the expansion of 10,000 
additional seats in the next 
year, addressing the shortage 
of medical professionals in 
the country.

Agricultural Initiatives and Rural Development
The budget demonstrated continued commitment to the agricultural sector with several targeted 
initiatives:
• Launch of Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana to boost agricultural productivity

• Introduction of a 6-year Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses focusing on Tur, Urad, and Masoor

• Establishment of a Makhana Board in Bihar for improved production and marketing

• Enhanced loan limit under Kisan Credit Cards from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 5 lakh

• Launch of a comprehensive program for vegetables and fruits in partnership with states

These measures aim to enhance farm productivity, diversify agricultural operations toward 
higher-value activities, and improve farmer incomes.

Budget 2026 represents a carefully 
calibrated approach to India's 

development aspirations. By 
maintaining fiscal discipline while 

increasing capital expenditure, 
introducing targeted welfare 

measures, simplifying tax compliance, 
and investing in critical infrastructure 

and technology, the government has 
laid out a roadmap that balances 

growth with sustainability.
The emphasis on semiconductors, 

high-speed rail corridors, women 
entrepreneurship, agricultural 

productivity, and MSME support 
demonstrates a multi-pronged strategy 

to accelerate India's journey toward 
becoming Viksit Bharat by 2047. As 

the budget proposals are implemented 
over the coming year, their impact on 

economic growth, job creation, and 
inclusive development will determine 

India's trajectory in an increasingly 
competitive global economy.

With no major disruptions to the tax 
structure and a focus on execution 

rather than headline announcements, 
Budget 2026 signals policy continuity 

and a commitment to steady, 
sustainable progress toward India's 

long-term development goals.
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Barcelona Secure Marcus 
Rashford’s Future despite 

Man United’s Interest
BARCELONA

 
FC Barcelona have moved 
to ensure Marcus Rashford 
remains at the club despite 
Manchester United’s recent 
change of heart under inter-
im manager Michael Car-
rick. Reports had suggested 
Carrick wanted to reinte-
grate the England interna-
tional, currently on loan at 
Barcelona, if he were ap-
pointed full-time at Old 
Trafford.

Rashford ,  who has 
thrived in Catalonia this 
season, has already record-
ed nine goals and 12 assists 
in 31 appearances across all 
competitions. His perfor-
mances have made him a 
key figure in Barcelona’s 
attacking setup, and the 
club is determined to main-
tain continuity beyond the 
current campaign.

According to Mundo De-
portivo, Barcelona hold 
absolute priority over 
Rashford due to the €30 
million purchase clause 
embedded in the loan 
agreement. Should the club 
choose to activate the 
clause, Manchester United 
would have no ability to 
block the transfer. A rene-
gotiation would be the only 
circumstance in which 
United could intervene.

Rashford had been side-
lined during Ruben Am-
orim’s tenure at Old Traf-

ford, but Carrick’s takeover 
reignited the possibility of 
a recall. His short-term 
contract until June 30 adds 
to the speculation, though 
Carrick reportedly wants to 
reunite with Rashford if 
given the permanent role.

Despite these develop-
ments, Rashford himself 
remains focused on Barce-
lona. He is content in the 
dressing room and has inte-
grated well into Xavi’s sys-
tem, making him comfort-
able with his current situa-
tion. 

The Catalan side’s proac-
tive approach, backed by 
the binding purchase 
clause, ensures that they 
retain control of his future, 
regardless of United’s man-
agerial plans.

With the European cam-
paign underway and Barce-
lona aiming for domestic 
glory, Rashford’s continui-
ty provides stability to their 
attacking unit. For now, the 
forward’s performances on 
the pitch remain the priori-
ty, while his long-term fu-
ture is securely tied to the 
Spanish giants unless the 
club opts to renegotiate the 
transfer fee.

Rashford has excelled 
for Barcelona this 

season, tallying nine 
goals and twelve 

assists.

German Football Federation 
Rules Out WC Boycott Despite 

Calls To Oppose Trump
BERLIN

 
The German Football Federa-
tion (DFB) has firmly ruled 
out a boycott of the 2026 
FIFA World Cup, despite re-
cent internal calls to use the 
global event as a platform to 
protest against former U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s 
policies and rhetoric.

In a statement issued, the 
DFB said a boycott “is not 
currently under consid-
eration,” emphasising 
its belief in the unify-
ing power of sport 
and the posit ive 
global impact the 
World Cup can have. 
The federation stated 
that its goal is to “strengthen 
this positive force — not to 
prevent it,” signalling a com-
mitment to participation rath-
er than political protest.

The debate was sparked 
when DFB vice-president 
Oke Göttlich, who also serves 
as president of Bundesliga 
club St. Pauli, suggested that 
Germany should consider a 
boycott to send a strong mes-
sage over Trump’s controver-
sial actions and statements. 
However, the federation’s 

executive committee made it 
clear that decisions on sports 
policy should be discussed 
internally rather than in public 
discourse.

The 2026 World Cup, 
co-hosted by the United 
States, Canada and Mexico 
from June 11 to July 19, has 
already faced scrutiny not just 
over political tensions but 
also concerns about high tick-
et prices and potential travel 

or visa restrictions af-
fecting supporters 
from certain nations. 
Nonetheless ,  the 
DFB reiterated its in-
tention to compete 

and to promote a 
peaceful celebration of 

football.
Former FIFA president 

Sepp Blatter also weighed in 
last week, advising fans to 
stay away from the tourna-
ment, although he has histor-
ically opposed boycotts.

Germany’s national team 
will be present at the tourna-
ment, aiming to add to its four 
World Cup titles while em-
phasising football’s role in 
bringing people together rath-
er than serving as a vehicle 
for political protest.

India begins SAFF U19 Women’s 
Championship with win against Nepal
POKHARA

 
India kicked off their SAFF 
U19 Women’s Champion-
ship 2026 campaign on a 
positive note with a gritty 
1-0 victory over hosts Nepal 
at the Pokhara Rangasala 
Stadium.

The decisive moment 
came just after the restart, 
when Pearl Fernandes found 
the net in the 49th minute to 
secure all three points for 
the Young Tigresses. Al-
though the tournament is an 
under-19 event, India have 
fielded an under-17 squad as 
part of their preparation for 
the AFC U17 Women’s 
Asian Cup later this year.

The match also marked 
the first game in charge for 
newly appointed head coach 
Pamela Conti, who handed 
debuts to Redima Devi 
Chingkhamayum and Alva 
Devi Senjam, both of whom 
were named in the starting 
XI. On a rough pitch that 
made ground play difficult, 
India began with intent, re-
lying on aerial balls and di-
agonal passes to trouble the 
Nepal defence.

India created early open-

ings, with captain Julan 
Nongmaithem attempting to 
release Redima through the 
middle, while Nepal re-
sponded with a chance of 
their own in the 10th minute, 
only for defender Elizabed 
Lakra to show composure 
and deny the hosts. The first 
half largely turned into a 
midfield battle, with uneven 
conditions forcing India to 
adopt a more direct ap-
proach.

The breakthrough arrived 
four minutes into the second 
half. Substitute Pritika 
weaved past a defender and 
cut the ball back into the 
box. The Nepal goalkeeper 
managed a touch but could 
only parry it into Pearl’s 

path, and the midfielder fin-
ished clinically from close 
range.

Nepal pushed for an 
equaliser and came close on 
the hour mark when Srijana 
Baduwal volleyed into the 
side-netting from a corner. 
India, however, defended 
resolutely and controlled the 
closing stages. 

Pritika missed a late 
chance to double the lead, 
but the narrow win was 
enough to put India second 
in the table behind Bangla-
desh, who thrashed Bhutan 
12-0 earlier.

India will face Bangladesh 
on February 2, with the top 
two teams progressing to a 
one-off final.

Devika Sihag Secures Maiden Super 300 Title at Thailand Masters
NEW DELHI

 
Young Indian shuttler Devika 
Sihag clinched the biggest title 
of her career on Sunday, win-
ning her maiden BWF Super 
300 crown at the Thailand 
Masters after Malaysia’s Goh 
Jin Wei retired injured during 
the women’s singles final.

The 20-year-old from Hary-
ana was firmly in control of 
the summit clash, leading 21-
8, 6-3, when world No. 68 
Goh pulled out due to a ham-
string injury. The win handed 

Devika her first Super 300 title 
at the USD 250,000 tourna-
ment and marked a major 
milestone in her rapidly pro-
gressing career.

Ranked world No. 63, 
Devika displayed compo-
sure and authority from 
the outset, opening up an 
early 4-0 lead in the first 
game with deep returns 
and smart varia-
tion. Her ability 
to mix cross-
c o u r t  a n d 
straight smash-

es with delicate drops kept 
Goh guessing as the Indian 
surged ahead to a command-
ing 11-4 lead at the interval 

and closed out the opening 
game comfortably.

The Malaysian, a 
two-time former world 
junior champion, ap-

peared visibly fatigued 
after a demanding week 

that saw her play 
four three-game 

matches be-
fore the final. 
Her movement 

was laboured, and discomfort 
in her left leg became increas-
ingly evident as the match pro-
gressed. After the change of 
ends in the second game, De-
vika continued to dictate play, 
moving to a 6-3 advantage as 
Goh struggled to keep up with 
the rallies. Moments later, the 
Malaysian decided to retire, 
sealing a memorable triumph 
for the Indian shuttler.

Devika trains under coach 
Umendra Rana at the Padu-
kone-Dravid Centre for Sports 
Excellence in Bengaluru and 

has also worked alongside 
two-time Olympic medallist 
P.V. Sindhu under Indonesian 
coach Irwansyah Adi Pratama.

Her rise on the international 
circuit has been steady. She 
won her maiden international 
title at the Malaysia Interna-
tional in August 2025, finished 
runner-up at the Indonesia 
Masters Super 100, and con-
tributed to India’s mixed team 
bronze at the 2025 World Uni-
versity Games, underlining her 
growing stature in women’s 
singles badminton.

No T20 WC, No Problem: 
Bangladesh Rolls Out 

Domestic T20 Cup

NEW DELHI
 

Left out of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2026, Bangla-
desh has chosen to respond on 
the field rather than dwell on 
disappointment. The Bangla-
desh Cricket Board (BCB) 
announced the launch of a 
new domestic competition — 
the ODOMMO Bangladesh 
T20 Cup 2026 — aimed at 
keeping the country’s top 
white-ball players engaged 
during the global tournament 
window.

The decision comes in the 
aftermath of the ICC replac-
ing Bangladesh with Scotland 
for the 2026 T20 World Cup. 
With no international commit-
ments scheduled for that peri-
od, the BCB moved swiftly to 
fill the void by creating a 
short, high-intensity tourna-
ment designed to maintain 
competitive sharpness among 
leading players. “Odommo,” 
meaning “indomitable” in 
Bangla, reflects the board’s 
attempt to turn a setback into 
an opportunity.

Scheduled to be held from 
February 5 to 9, the tourna-
ment will feature three teams 
— Dhumketu XI, Durbar XI 
and Duronto XI. Bangladesh 

T20I captain Litton Kumar 
Das will lead Dhumketu XI, 
Najmul Hossain Shanto will 
captain Durbar XI, while Ak-
bar Ali has been named skip-
per of Duronto XI. All match-
es will be played under lights, 
with group games on Febru-
ary 5, 6 and 7, followed by 
the final on February 9.

The BCB has stressed that 
the competition will be more 
than a symbolic replacement. 
Total prize money and player 
fees worth Tk 2.5 crore (ap-
proximately Rs 1.87 crore) 
have been allocated to ensure 
intensity and motivation. 
Match fees, prize incentives 
and the introduction of the 
Impact Player rule are intend-
ed to add a competitive edge.

A fitness camp at the 
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadi-
um will precede the tourna-
ment, while experienced do-
mestic coaches have been 
appointed across teams. With 
affordable ticket prices and 
cultural programmes planned 
before each matchday, the 
BCB hopes the ODOMMO 
Bangladesh T20 Cup will not 
only fill a calendar gap but 
also reassert Bangladesh’s 
depth and resilience in the 
shortest format.

NZ SKIPPER ADMITS INDIA’S EXPLOSIVE BATTING 
DEPTH LEFT VISITORS HELPLESS IN DECIDER

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

New Zealand captain Mitchell Santner conced-
ed that Ishan Kishan’s blistering century in 
Thiruvananthapuram left his side with no an-
swers, admitting that India’s batting firepower 
has become increasingly difficult to contain. 
After watching Kishan tear apart the bowling 
attack in the fifth and final T20I, Santner said 
the knock felt like a continuation of the dam-
age already inflicted by Abhishek Sharma ear-
lier in the series.

Kishan smashed a breathtaking maid-
en T20I hundred, scoring 103 off just 
43 balls, as India piled up a daunting 
271 for five — a total that effectively 
decided the contest. Santner said 
once Indian batters begin to dominate 
in tandem, bowlers are often reduced 
to damage control. “Sometimes, when 
guys are going like that, you just have 
to put your hands up,” he said at the 
post-match press conference.

Drawing comparisons 
with Abhishek Sharma 
and Suryakumar Yadav, 
Santner highlighted 

India’s enviable depth. “We’ve seen it from 
Abhishek, we’ve seen it from Surya, and now 
from Ishan. For India, all their batters are scor-
ing runs at different stages, and they should be 
really happy with that,” he added, pointing to 
India’s staggering acceleration — 170 runs in 
the final 10 overs. Kishan’s Trivandrum mas-
terclass capped a remarkable comeback series. 
After a quiet return with a single-digit score in 
the opener, the left-hander roared back with a 
rapid 76 in the second T20I before saving his 
best for last. He ended the series with 215 

runs from four innings, averaging 53.75 at 
a strike rate in excess of 230.

Santner’s remarks also underlined the 
growing threat posed by Abhishek 
Sharma, who repeatedly forced New 
Zealand onto the back foot. Abhishek 
finished as the third-highest run-scorer 
despite a golden duck, striking close to 
250 and registering a 14-ball fifty ear-

lier in the series.
With the T20 World Cup just 

days away, Kishan finding peak 
form alongside Abhishek 

has strengthened India’s 
top-order arsenal.

19-year-old Indian 
Grandmaster Divya Deshmukh 

Set for Norway Chess Debut
NEW DELHI : Indian Grandmaster and reigning Women’s 
World Cup champion Divya Deshmukh is set to make her 
maiden appearance at Norway Chess Women later this 
year, marking another major milestone in her rapidly ris-
ing career. The prestigious tournament will be held in 
Oslo from May 25 to June 5, with Deshmukh becoming 
the youngest competitor in the women’s event since its 
inception in 2024.At just 19, Deshmukh has enjoyed a 
breakthrough season that has firmly established her 
among the world’s elite. Her sensational triumph at the 
Women’s World Cup in Batumi not only earned her the 
biggest title of her career but also secured her the Grand-
master title and qualification for the Women’s Candidates 
tournament. She is only the fourth Indian woman to 
achieve the GM title, underlining the significance of her 
ascent. Deshmukh will face a formidable field at Norway 
Chess Women, including defending champion Anna 
Muzychuk of Ukraine and reigning World Blitz champion 
Bibisara Assaubayeva of Kazakhstan. The tournament is 
held alongside the main Norway Chess Open and follows 
the same format, prize fund and playing conditions, a struc-
ture widely praised for promoting gender parity in elite 
chess.Expressing her excitement, Deshmukh said she was 
eager to experience both the country and the competition. 

MELBOURNE
 

Carlos Alcaraz etched his 
name into tennis history on 
Sunday,  becoming the 
youngest man to complete a 
career Grand Slam after de-
feating Novak Djokovic in 
the Australian Open final. 
The 22-year-old Spaniard 
fought back from a set down 
to beat the 10-time Mel-
bourne champion 2-6, 6-2, 
6-3, 7-5, sealing his maiden 
Australian Open crown and 
blocking Djokovic’s bid for 
a record 25th Grand Slam 
title.

Facing one of the sport’s 
greatest competitors on Rod 
Laver  Arena ,  Alca raz 
showed remarkable compo-
sure and resilience. Djokov-
ic started aggressively, 
claiming the opening set as 

he chased history. But the 
world No.1 responded with 
relentless defense, explosive 
shot-making, and su-
p e r i o r 
move-
ment, 
grad-
u a l l y 
w r e s t -
ing con-
t ro l  of  the 
match.

Alcaraz’s 
ability to re-
trieve seem-
i n g l y  u n -
r e a c h a b l e 
shots  and 
extend ral-
lies proved de-
cisive against the 
38-year-old Serb. As 
the contest wore on, 
the Spaniard maintained 

intense pressure, forcing er-
rors and capitalising on key 
m o m e n t s . He con-
v e r t e d f i v e 

of 16 break points, while 
Djokovic managed only two 
of six.

When the final point was 
won, Alcaraz dropped his 
racket and lay flat on his 
back, overwhelmed by emo-
tion. He later signed a tele-
vision camera lens with the 
words: “Job finished. 4/4 
Complete.” The victory 
made him the youngest man 
to claim all four major sin-

gles titles, achieving the 
feat at 22 years and 272 
days.

At the net, Djokovic 
congratulated his rival 

warmly and later praised 
him during the trophy pre-
sentation. “What you’re 
doing is historic, legend-
ary,” Djokovic said, ac-
knowledging the signifi-
cance of Alcaraz’s achieve-

ment.
Alcaraz, who recently 

parted ways with longtime 
coach Juan Carlos Ferrero, 
paid tribute to his team and 
new coach Samuel Lopez. 
“Nobody knows how hard 
I’ve been working to get this 
trophy. I chased this mo-
ment for so long,” he said.

The final also had a touch 
of nostalgia, with Rafael 
Nadal watching from the 
stands. Both Djokovic and 
Alcaraz addressed the Span-
ish legend, underlining the 
generational shift unfolding 
in men’s tennis.

With seven Grand Slam 
titles now to his name, Al-
caraz has not only con-
quered Melbourne but firm-
ly announced himself as the 
defining force of the sport’s 
new era.

Rallying from early setback, Spaniard denies Djokovic historic 25th major title

Alcaraz conquers Melbourne, 
completes career Grand Slam
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Australia suffered a signifi-
cant blow ahead of next 
month’s ICC T20 World Cup 
with premier fast bowler Pat 
Cummins ruled out after fail-
ing to recover from a per-
sistent back injury. Left-arm 
pacer Ben Dwarshuis has 
been named as his replace-
ment in the final squad for the 
global tournament to be held 
in India and Sri Lanka.

Cummins, one of Austra-
lia’s most experienced cam-
paigners across formats, man-
aged to play only one of the 
five Ashes Tests against En-
gland earlier this season. De-
spite concerns over his fit-
ness, selectors had retained 
him in the provisional World 
Cup squad, hoping he would 
be available at least for the 
Super Eight stage. However, 
medical assessments con-
firmed he would need more 
time to regain full fitness.

“With Pat needing more 

time to recover from his back 
injury, Ben is a ready replace-
ment who offers a left-arm 
pace option as well as dynam-
ic fielding and late-order hit-
ting,” chief selector Tony Do-
demaide said. He added that 
Dwarshuis’ ability to swing 
the ball at good pace and use 
clever variations would 
suit the conditions ex-
pected in Sri Lanka and 
India. The selectors also 
made a change to the bat-
ting line-up, bringing in 
Matt Renshaw in place of 
Matthew Short. Veteran 
Steve Smith, despite 
being in good form 
in the Big Bash 
League, failed to 
secure a spot in 
the 15-mem-
ber squad.

“With the 
t op  o rde r 
settled and 
spin-heavy condi-
tions expected in the 
pool stages in Sri 

Lanka, we feel Matt provides 
extra middle-order support,” 
Dodemaide explained. He 
also pointed out that Ren-
shaw’s left-handed batting 
adds variety to the middle or-
der, particularly with Tim Da-
vid returning to action early 

in the tournament.
Renshaw made his 

T20 international debut 
on Thursday, scoring 
15 runs in Australia’s 
defeat to Pakistan in 
Lahore. The Mitchell 

Marsh-led side is 
currently playing 

a three-match 
T20I series in 
Pakistan as part 
of its World Cup 
preparations.

A u s t r a l i a , 
champions in 

2021, will begin 
their T20 World 
C u p  c a m p a i g n 
against Ireland on 
February 11 in Co-
lombo.

Govt proposes Khelo India Mission 
to transform sports sector

Mission aims decade-long overhaul through coaching excellence, sports 
science integration, infrastructure expansion nationwide

NEW DELHI
 

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Sunday 
proposed the launch of an 
ambitious Khelo India Mis-
sion in the Union Budget 
2026, outlining a long-term 
roadmap to transform India’s 
sports ecosystem over the 
next decade.

Presenting her ninth con-
secutive Budget in Parlia-
ment, Sitharaman said the 
sports sector holds immense 
potential for employment 
generation, skilling and entre-
preneurship. Building on the 
foundation laid by the Khelo 
India programme, introduced 
in 2017, the proposed mission 
seeks to systematically nur-
ture sporting talent and create 
a robust sports culture across 
the country.

“The sports sector provides 
multiple avenues for employ-
ment, skilling and job oppor-
tunities. Taking forward the 

systematic nurturing of 
sports talent set in motion 
through the Khelo India pro-
gramme, I propose to launch 
a Khelo India Mission to 
transform the sports sector 
over the next decade,” the 
Finance Minister said in her 
Budget speech.

A key focus of the mission 
will be the structured devel-
opment of coaches and sup-
port staff, an area repeatedly 
flagged as crucial for India’s 

sporting progress. The plan 
also envisages the integration 
of sports science and modern 
technology to improve ath-
lete performance, injury 
management and training 
methodologies.

Promotion of competitive 
leagues and tournaments at 
various levels forms another 
pillar of the mission, aimed 
at strengthening grassroots 
participation and building a 
sustainable talent pipeline. 

Sitharaman also underscored 
the importance of expanding 
and upgrading sports infra-
structure for both training 
and competition.

Highlighting economic op-
portunities, the Finance Min-
ister said India has the poten-
tial to emerge as a global hub 
for high-quality, affordable 
sports goods. A dedicated ini-
tiative will be launched to 
promote manufacturing, re-
search and innovation in 
sports equipment design and 
material sciences.

The announcement comes 
as India gears up to host the 
100th Commonwealth Games 
in Ahmedabad in 2030 and 
prepares to bid for the 2036 
Olympic Games. Recently, a 
Sports Ministry-appointed 
task force led by Pullela Go-
pichand had also called for a 
stronger emphasis on building 
a pool of world-class coaches, 
aligning closely with the mis-
sion’s objectives.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

India captain Suryakumar 
Yadav admitted that the past 
year tested his patience and 
belief, but said perseverance 
and clarity helped him 
script a stirring comeback 
during the five-match T20I 
series against New Zealand.

After enduring a run 
drought stretching across 23 
innings, Suryakumar redis-
covered his trademark flair 
to finish as the leading 
run-scorer of the series, 
amassing 242 runs at a strike 
rate close to 200. His three 
fifty-plus scores played a de-
cisive role in India’s emphat-
ic 4-1 series triumph, 
earning him the 
Player of the Se-
ries award.

“It feels real-
ly good. It’s 
been a long 
year and a long 
wai t  for  mo-
ments like this,” 
Suryakumar said at 
the presentation ceremony. 
Reflecting on the tough 
phase, the Mumbai batter 
added with a smile, “I think 
the ‘Sky’ wasn’t blue for a 
year. But that’s life. It’s part 
of the journey.”

Suryakumar revealed that 
the break following the South 
Africa T20Is proved crucial. 

Spending time with close 
friends helped him reassess 
his game and focus on small 
but important details. “I went 
back to 
the draw-
ing board 
and tried to 
understand 
what was go-
ing wrong. I 
knew my 
time would 
come if I 
kept doing the 
basics right,” he 
said.

The Indian skip-
per reiterated that 
he never doubted 

his form, only his 
r e t u r n s .  “ I 

wasn’t out of 
form, just 
o u t  o f 
runs. I stuck to 
my rout ines 
and trusted the 

process. Going 
into the World Cup 

with this feeling is re-
ally special.”

Meanwhile, opener Ishan 
Kishan credited his resur-
gence to the clarity gained 
while batting alongside 
Abhishek Sharma. “His in-
tent sets the tone. You un-
derstand the momentum 
required and just focus on 
watching the ball,” Kishan 

said after smashing his 
maiden T20I hundred.

New Zealand captain 
Mitchell Santner, despite 
the heavy defeat, said the 
series offered valu-
able lessons. “There 
are plenty of posi-
tives. Being chal-

lenged by quality 
batters helps you 
learn and im-
prove ahead of 
t h e  Wo r l d 
C u p , ”  h e 
noted.

‘The sky wasn’t blue for a year’: 
Suryakumar after ending run 

drought with series-winning show

 
Indian cap-

tain reflects on 
lean phase, resur-
gence, and confi-

dence surge ahead 
of T20 World 

Cup

CHENNAI
 

The Track Asia Cup 2026 concluded 
on a high note at the SDAT Cycling 
Velodrome on the Tamil Nadu Phys-
ical Education and Sports University 
(TNPESU) campus, with Indian cy-

clists delivering standout performances 
across elite and junior categories. The 

event witnessed intense competition and 
world-class racing involving top 

track cyclists from across Asia 
and beyond.

India’s Triyasha Paul and 
Keerthi Rangaswamy 
dominated the women’s 
elite Keirin event, finish-
ing first and second re-
spectively to underline 
the hosts’ growing 
strength in sprint disci-
plines. Triyasha show-
cased tactical brilliance 
and explosive speed to 

clinch gold, while Keerthi 
followed closely to secure 
silver, giving India a mem-

orable one-two finish in the 
final.

Adding to the home team’s suc-
cess, Thabitha Shaffi emerged vic-
torious in the junior women’s 
sprint, winning gold in the 200m 
final. Her composed ride and pow-
erful finish helped her edge past 
compatriot Soman Aabha Sreeman, 

who settled for silver, further strengthening In-
dia’s medal tally. In other notable results, Na-
rengbam Max Singh claimed gold in the men’s 
junior Keirin, while Lithuania’s Cinga Dovydas 
took silver. The women’s elite Omnium events 
saw Uzbekistan’s Kozieva Nafosat assert her 
dominance, winning gold in both the overall 
standings with 120 points and the tempo race. 
India’s Swasti Singh earned silver in the overall 
Omnium, reflecting consistency across events. 
The junior women’s scratch race was won by 
Kazakhstan’s Smailkanova Aigerim, with SDAT 
Racing’s Kadhirvel Hashini finishing second to 
give local fans more reason to cheer. 

The three-day competition was marked by 
smooth organisation, strong spectator interest 
and competitive racing, reaffirming Chennai’s 
growing reputation as a hub for track cycling 
in Asia. With multiple podium finishes, the 
Indian contingent ended the Track Asia Cup 
on a confident note, gaining valuable expo-
sure and momentum ahead of upcoming in-
ternational championships.

Triyasha, Keerthi shine with 
gold as Track Asia Cup concludes

NEW DELHI
 

India’s rising squash sensation Anahat Singh continued her 
impressive surge on the professional circuit by advancing 
to the final of the Squash on Fire Open, a PSA 
bronze-level tournament, in Washington.

The 17-year-old Indian, ranked world 
No.31 and seeded seventh, produced a 
composed performance to defeat 
America’s Sabrina Sobhy, the world 
No.23, 3-1 in the semifinals. Anahat 
clinched the match 11-9, 11-3, 9-11, 
11-5 to reach her maiden final at this 
level on the Professional Squash Asso-
ciation (PSA) Tour. Facing the high-
er-ranked Sobhy, Anahat displayed re-
markable maturity and tactical aware-
ness. She edged a tightly contest-
ed opening game before domi-
nating the second with sharp 
shot placement and swift move-
ment. Although Sobhy respond-
ed by taking the third game, the 
Indian teenager regrouped 
quickly, controlled the rallies, 
and dictated the tempo to close 
out the match convincingly.

Anahat’s run to the final has 
been marked by consistency 
against high-quality opposition. 
Earlier, she delivered one of the 
standout performances of her 
career by defeating second 
seed Sana Ibrahim of Egypt in 
the quarterfinals, underlining 
her growing ability to chal-
lenge elite players.

In the final, Anahat will 
face top seed and world 
No.10 Georgina Kennedy of 
England. While the chal-
lenge is significant, Ana-
hat’s breakthrough run re-
flects her steady progress 
and further strengthens 
India’s presence in wom-
en’s squash.

Anahat Singh enters 
final of Squash on Fire 

Open in Washington
Teenage Indian squash star reaches 

maiden PSA bronze-level final

NEW DELHI
 

Two-time Olympic medallist P 
V Sindhu has withdrawn from 
the upcoming Badminton Asia 
Team Championships, deliver-
ing a significant setback to 
India’s medal hopes at the con-
tinental tournament scheduled 
to begin on February 3 in Qin-
gdao, China.

A former world champion, 
Sindhu had recently returned 
to competitive action after re-
covering from a foot injury 
that sidelined her from Octo-
ber last year. However, she 
will miss the team event due to 
what has been described as a 
minor physical issue. “Sindhu 
has withdrawn from the Asia 
Team Championships due to a 
slight niggle,” a source aware 
of the development told.

The 30-year-old has endured 
a series of injury setbacks over 
the past year. She had earlier 
pulled out of the 2025 Bad-
minton Asia Mixed Team 
Championships after suffering 
a hamstring injury during a 
training camp in Guwahati. 
Following her comeback, 
Sindhu showed encouraging 
signs by reaching the semifi-
nals of the Malaysia Open, 
before bowing out in the first 
round of the India Open and 
making the quarterfinals of the 
Indonesia Masters.

Sindhu’s absence signifi-
cantly weakens India’s chanc-
es in the women’s team com-
petition, especially after the 
historic triumph at the 2024 
edition in Malaysia, where In-
dia clinched their first-ever 
gold in the event. Without 
their most experienced cam-
paigner, India will be relying 
on a relatively young and inex-
perienced squad to navigate 
the challenging continental 
field. India have been placed 
in Group Y alongside Thailand 
and Myanmar. In Sindhu’s ab-
sence, the onus in singles will 
fall on world junior champion-
ships silver medallist Tanvi 
Sharma, along with Unnati 
Hooda, Rakshita Sree San-
thosh Ramraj and Malvika 
Bansod. The doubles chal-
lenge will be led by Common-
wealth Games bronze medal-
lists Gayatri Gopichand and 
Treesa Jolly, who bring valu-
able experience at the interna-
tional level. 

P V Sindhu pulls 
out of Badminton 

Asia Team 
Championship

ICC T20 World Cup: Injured Pat Cummins 
out of squad, Dwarshuis named replacement

D Gukesh draws 
with Aravindh, 

title hopes dashed

WIJK AAN ZEE
 

Reigning world champion D 
Gukesh saw his title challenge 
at the Tata Steel Masters 2026 
effectively come to an end af-
ter settling for a draw against 
compatriot Aravindh Chitham-
baram in round 11 of the pres-
tigious tournament. The result 
left Gukesh on 5.5 points, rul-
ing him out of contention with 
only two rounds remaining.

Needing a win to stay in the 
title race, Gukesh struggled to 
break through Aravindh’s solid 
defensive setup and was even-
tually forced to split the point. 
It was a disappointing day 
overall for the Indian contin-
gent, as R Praggnanandhaa 
and Arjun Erigaisi also suf-
fered defeats. Praggnanandhaa 
went down to Germany’s Vin-
cent Keymer, who has dis-
played strong form throughout 
the event. Arjun adopted an 
aggressive strategy against 
Uzbek Grandmaster Javokhir 
Sindarov but over-pressed in a 
complex middlegame, conced-
ing defeat. Sindarov’s victory 
further consolidated Uzbeki-
stan’s dominance in the tour-
nament. With two rounds to 
go, the title race has narrowed 
to an all-Uzbek duel, with 
Sindarov and Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov sharing the lead on seven 
points. Abdusattorov drew with 
Jorden van Foreest to retain his 

position at the top. Else-
where, Anish Giri de-

feated Turkey’s Ya-
giz Kaan Erdog-
mus to remain in 
the chasing pack. 
Gukesh will aim 
to finish strongly 
against Hans 
Moke Nie-
mann and 
Keymer in 
the final 
rounds.

ISL clubs seek cost relief and stay 
on relegation ahead of 2026 season
NEW DELHI

 
All Indian Super League (ISL) 
clubs, including Bengaluru 
FC, have jointly approached 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports seeking ur-
gent intervention to sta-
bilise the league ahead 
of the 2026 season, 
scheduled to start on 
February 14. In their 
representation, the 
clubs highlighted financial 
stress, governance uncertainty 
and lack of commercial clarity 
as major threats to sustainabil-
ity. The absence of a con-
firmed commercial partner, 
with the AIFF’s bidding pro-

cess still ongoing, has made 
broadcast and sponsorship rev-
enues unpredictable.

A key demand is a tempo-
rary freeze on relegation for 
three to five seasons, citing 

structural instability and 
the Justice L Nag-
eswara Rao Commit-
tee’s November 2025 
report. The clubs have 
also sought cost relief, 
including waivers on 

stadium rentals, utilities and 
security expenses.

Other requests include re-
laxation of licensing norms, 
reduction of broadcast charges 
and temporary public sector 
financial support.


