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BATELCO HQ IN FLAMES

The headquarters of Batelco, the largest telecommunications company in Bahrain, hosts Amazon servers, and has reportedly gone offline.

MANAMA

Iranian missiles have struck
Batelco headquarters in Bah-
rain’s Hamala on Wednesday.
This is the largest telecommu-
nications company in the
country, which hosts Amazon
Web Services.

The attack comes after Teh-
ran said it would strike US
companies, from the looks of
it Amazon seen to be the first
to be targeted.

A week ago, Amazon Web
Services in Bahrain and UAE
was "disrupted" due to the on-
going West Asia war. It was
the second time in a month
the operation was impacted.
Speaking to news agency Ru-
eters, an Amazon spokesper-
son said that the drone activi-
ty in the region caused the
disruption. The aerial strikes
in the area have caused struc-
tural damage and power fail-
ures at several data centres.

= The Batelco HQ in Bah-
rain, which houses critical
Amazon Web Services
cloud infrastructure.

m This attack aligns with
Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard warnings to strike
US companies and is con-
sidered the first direct hit
on a US tech giant’s infra-
structure in the conflict.

Key aspects of the strlke A
= Reports  w The strike occurred
indicate following threats from
damage Iran to target US inter-
to data ests, including firms like
centers Google and Meta.
and
disruption = This incident highlights
to AWS, a shift in strategy, mov-
affecting ing from targeting re-
banking gional energy infrastruc-
and airline ture to targeting critical
systems. digital infrastructure.
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The Hamala facility houses the
core operations of Batelco and is
linked to regional digital infrastruc-
ture, including services associated
with Amazon Web Services. That
connection has drawn immediate

attention. In modern conflicts, data
infrastructure is rarely just com-
mercial. It often underpins logistics,
communications, and, in some
cases, government systems. The
distinction between civilian and
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‘Will bring 35 nations
together to reopen Strait’

commodities"

the

strategic can blur quickly.

TRUMP THREATENS NATO EXIT,

SCALING UP TENSIONS WITH ALLIES

PARIS/WASHINGTON

Tensions between the United
States and NATO allies flared
up as President Donald Trump
said he was considering pull-
ing the US out of the military
alliance due to its European
members' refusing to send
ships to unblock the Strait of
Hormuz.

NATO, which includes Euro-
pean countries, the United
States and Canada, was formed
in 1949 with the aim of coun-
tering the risk of Soviet attack
and has been the cornerstone of
the West's security ever since.

Trump's remarks on
Wednesday (1 April) came just
hours after his Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth declined to
reaffirm the US commitment
to NATO's collective defence,
a concept that lies at the heart
of the alliance.

"I was never swayed by
NATO. I always knew they
were a paper tiger, and (Rus-
sian President Vladimir) Putin
knows that too, by the way,"
Trump told Britain's Daily
Telegraph, saying he had
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moved "beyond reconsider-
ation" of US membership.

“US will be out of Iran ‘pret-
ty quickly’, could return for
‘spot hits’

President Donald Trump said
on Wednesday that the United
States will be “out of Iran pret-
ty quickly”” and could return for
“spot hits” if needed.

Just hours before he was
scheduled to make a prime-
time address to the nation,
President Trump said one ele-
ment of his speech would be to
express his disgust with NATO
for what he considers the alli-
ance’s lack of support for US
objectives in Iran.

Trump said he is “absolute-

ly” considering withdrawing
the United States from NATO,
a treaty organisation ratified
by the US Senate in 1949.
“They haven’t been friends
when we needed them,”

Trump said. “We’ve never
asked them for much ... it’s a
one-way street.”

With the war in its fifth
week, Trump is under pressure
for an off-ramp amid rising
gasoline prices.

When asked in the phone in-
terview with Reuters when the
United States would consider
the Iran war over, Trump said,
“I can’t tell you exactly ....
we’re going to be out pretty
quickly.”

'Not ourwar...":
British PM
defends NATO

LONDON

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer Wednesday vowed to
act in the UK's best interest
amid the ongoing West Asia
crisis, despite the pressure on
him and the leaders of other
NATO nations.

Starmer's remarks come
amid about Donald Trump
saying he was strongly con-
sidering pulling the United
States out of NATO.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Downing Street,
Starmer said “Let me say
once again, this is not our war.
We will not be drawn into the
conflict that is not in our na-
tional interests.” "Whatever
the pressure on me and others,
whatever the noise, I'm going
to act in the British national
interest in the decisions that I
make," Starmer said.04

The UK will host an international diplomatic con-
ference this week on ways to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, Prime Minister Keir Starmer said.

He further stated that 35 countries have signed
a statement committing to work together on restor-
ing maritime security to the key oil transport route.
The meeting will "assess all viable diplomatic and
political measures that we can take to restore free-
dom of navigation, guarantee the
safety of trapped ships and seafarers
and resume the movement of vital /
, Starmer said.

"Following that meeting, we will
also convene our military planners
to look at how we can marshal our
capabilities and make the strait
accessible and safe after
fighting has
stopped," he added.
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Iranians face tough new
restrictions to enter UAE

DUBAL: Iranians have been barred from
entering the UAE with only a few ex-
ceptions, Dubai-based airlines said,
while travel agencies reported high visa
rejections for Iranians since the Middle
East war began. The restrictions are the
latest sign of deteriorating ties be-
tween Iran and the UAE, more thana
month into Iran’s Gulf campaign, which
has hit the United Arab Emirates harder
than any other country. Emirates and
flydubai said on their websites that Ira-
nian nationals were banned from en-
tering the UAE, with the exception of
some residents related to Emiratis,
families and certain professions. “Na-
tionals of Iran are not allowed to enter
and transit,” Emirates and flydubai said
on their websites. Exemptions apply for
UAE residents who are spouses of Emira-
tis, children of an Emirati woman or “ath-
letes, bank executives, doctors, families,
engineers, investors, senior professionals
or traders”. Reports say a high rejection
rate for Iranians visa applicantsin the
weeks since the start of the war.

PM chairs key security meet to
safeguard India from war fallout

NEW DELHI

In a significant development
amid the ongoing crisis in
West Asia, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednesday
chaired a high-level meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) to review the
evolving situation in West Asia
and assess its potential impact
on India’s national interests.

This was the second CCS
meeting since tensions escalat-
ed on February 28, 2026, fol-
lowing US-Israel airstrikes on
Iranian targets and subsequent
retaliatory actions, which have
led to disruptions in the re-
gion, including in the Strait of
Hormuz, and volatility in glob-
al energy markets.

The meeting, attended by
key ministers including De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Petro-
leum Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri, and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, focused on en-
ergy security, supply chains,

and economic stability.

The government reviewed
fuel availability, fertiliser sup-
ply, and measures to shield
citizens from global disrup-
tions, while closely monitoring
the geopolitical situation.

Cabinet Secretary Somana-
than made a detailed presenta-
tion on the global situation and
the measures already taken or
under consideration by various
ministries.

Discussions focused on the
short, medium, and long-term
implications of the crisis for key
sectors, including energy securi-
ty, petroleum imports, fertilisers,
food security, agriculture, MS-
MEs, exports, shipping, trade,
finance, and supply chains.

With nearly one-fifth of

global oil trade passing
through the Strait of Hormuz,
India — which depends sig-
nificantly on West Asian ener-
gy supplies — is assessing
potential risks to fuel prices,
aviation, and industrial inputs.

The meeting reviewed the
current macroeconomic situa-
tion and deliberated on both
immediate safeguards and
long-term strategies to
strengthen resilience.

SECOND SUCH MEET IN

LESS THAN 10 DAYS

This is the second CCS review
held in less than 10 days on
the unfolding developments in
the region, with the previous
one taking place on March 22
over the situation in West Asia
amid Iran war.

Amaravati gets legal

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday
passed the Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation (Amendment)
Bill, declaring Amaravati as the
sole and permanent capital of
Andhra Pradesh.

The Bill was cleared by a
voice vote. While most parties,
including the Congress, sup-
ported it, the YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) staged a walk-
out, demanding that a timeline
for fulfilling promises made to
farmers who contributed land
for Amaravati be included in
the legislation.

The passage of the Bill
comes against the backdrop of
a prolonged political dispute
over the state capital. After
coming to power in 2019, the
YSRCP government had halted
the development of Amaravati,
which was initiated during the
previous Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) regime following the
state’s bifurcation in 2014.

In a controversial move, the
previous YSRCP government

had instead proposed a decen-
tralised governance model
with three capitals — Amara-
vati as the legislative capital,
Visakhapatnam as the execu-
tive capital, and Kurnool as
the judicial capital. This deci-
sion was strongly opposed by
the farmers who had pooled
their fertile land for the con-
struction of the capital.
Replying to the debate,
Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai said the Bill
aimed to give effect to an AP
Assembly resolution of
March 28 requesting the

Union government to incor-
porate Amaravati as the new
capital of Andhra Pradesh.
He said it provides statuto-
ry clarity regarding the capital
of Andhra Pradesh after its
bifurcation in 2014. The Bill
amends the Section 5 of the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act 2014, which had
mandated that Hyderabad will
remain the joint capital of
Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na for a period of 10 years
after the bifurcation of AP.
Earlier initiating the debate,
Congress Lok Sabha Whip

Manickam Tagore said his par-
ty fully supports the Bill but
demanded that special status be
accorded to Andhra Pradesh,
which is the successor state of
the erstwhile undivided Andhra
Pradesh following the creation
of Telangana, as promised in
Parliament.

"Let Amaravati develop
like Bangalore, Chennai or
Hyderabad. Let Vishakhapat-
nam, Tirupati, Kurnool also
develop. We support Amarava-
ti as the permanent capital of
Andhra Pradesh," he said.

YSR Congress floor leader

status as AP’s sole capital
YSRCP walks out

YSR Congress Party staged a walkout from the Lok
Sabha during the debate on the Bill to give statuto-
ry status to Amaravati as the sole capital of Andhra
Pradesh, terming it as “hopeless” for the people of
the state. While making it clear that they are not
against Amaravati, YSRCP leader PV Midhun Reddy
said the party was opposing the Bill in its present
form. He stated that merely naming the capital
would serve no purpose and wanted the government
to protect the interests of farmers who have given
their lands for the development of the state capital.

PV Mithun Reddy said they
oppose the Bill as it has no
meaning unless the interests of
the farmers are protected and a
definite timeline is given for
compensation to the farmers
whose land has been acquired.

BJP MP CM Ramesh said
this is the first time in the histo-
ry of independent India that a
Bill has been brought to Parlia-
ment to declare a particular
place as the capital of a state.

"No one will be able to
play" with the capital of
Andhra Pradesh as Amaravati
will be the sole and perma-
nent capital of the state, he
said, as he attacked the previ-
ous YSR Congress-led
Andhra government that had
made plans to have three cap-
itals for the state.

The Bill amends the Section
5 of the Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act 2014, which had
mandated that Hyderabad will
remain the joint capital of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
for a period of 10 years after
the bifurcation of the state.

Trump becomes first US sitting
Prezto attend SC argument

WASHINGTON

Donald Trump will be the
first sitting US President to
attend the Supreme Court
hearing. The apex court is
hearing oral arguments on
birthright citizenship. This is
also the first executive order
that Trump signed when he
assumed office for his sec-
ond term in January 2025. It
challenges the 14th Amend-
ment of the Constitution and

federal law dating back to
1940. America confers citi-
zenship to everyone born on
its soil, with very limited
exceptions.

451 kg LPG being produced per day at MRPL: Director

Mangaluru: Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Limit-
ed Director (Refinery) Nandakumar V Pillai said MRPL is run-
ning its refineries at 120% of its capacity, and LPG production
has been increased by 30%. Speaking during a workshop on
“Maritime Adversities and the Role of Stakeholders,” organ-
ised by the New Mangalore Port Authority in Mangaluru, he said
that with the increase in LPG production, MRPL is now
producing 45 lakh kg of LPG per day, which is approx-

imately 10 lakh cylinders. “Earlier, we were producmg R
35 lakh kg per day before the Iran-Israel war,” he said. &

The increase in oil prices in the international market <

is @ major concern. “It was around 69 US dollars per !

barrel in February, which has now increased to 128 US

dollars per barrel. Diesel is the costliest commodity in

the international market today," he said.
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State Nursing
Council registrar
arrested

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A State Nursing Council
registrar has been arrest-
ed on charges of sexually
harassing a woman by
forcibly hugging her, kiss-
ing her, and touching her
private parts. The ag-
grieved victim has filed a
complaint against Regis-
trar Mallu at Upparpet
Police Station. He sexual-
ly harassed her while
working at the Nursing
Council office in Gandhi-
nagar. He also sexually
assaulted her by touching
her genitals and pulling
her. He has alleged that
he forcibly hugged and
kissed her near the car
and tried to force herinto
the car. AnFIR was regis-
tered at Upparpete police
station based on the
complaint filed by the vic-
tim, and the police have
arrested the registrar.

‘Memo on services
of outsourced
employees fake’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A fake memorandum No.
AE/Seni/08/2026 dated
24-03-2026 has been
created in the form of
the official memoran-
dum of the Finance De-
partment regarding the
continuation of the ser-
vices of outsourced
staff in the government
and has been circulated
on social media. Some
media outlets, online
editions and social me-
dia outlets have pub-
lished this news without
checking the authentic-
ity. No such order or of-
ficial memorandum has
been issued by the gov-
ernment, and this fake
memorandum is not
official, said M Rajamma,
Under Secretary to the
Government of the
Finance Department,
in a statement.
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Summer cafor
kids above 4 years
in Hoskote

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Shree Samskruthika Kala
Academy, Hoskote, is
conducting Summer
Camp for kids aged above
4 years till April 30. Inno-
vative activities such as
Math and core concept
learning, calligraphy,
dance and music, science
fun, yoga, arts and crafts,
indoor fun games, shlokas
and bhajans, storytime
and drama, gardening
along with brain boosting
activities. For details
contact 8904645581.
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10 more GTTCs to meet tech edu demand

The Skill Development Department has announced plans to establish 10 new GTTCs at an estimated ¥60 crore each

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Tool and Training Centres
(GTTCs) provides training,
research and development,
production, and consultancy
services to support industrial
growth and emerging sectors.
Beginning with one in Benga-
luru, GTTCs have grown to
31 across the state.

The proposed additions will
take the total number to 41.

Official data shows admis-
sions across seven specialised
diploma courses have shown
a steady rise. In 2023-24, total
intake stood at 2,669 seats,
with 3,100 students enrolling.

The following year, intake
increased to 5,390 seats, ac-

commodating 3,687 admis-
sions. By 2025-26, intake
reached 6,050 seats, with 5,729
students enrolling. An official
said the difference in intake and
admissions is due to mismatch
of expectations vs curriculum,
financial and personal con-
straints, awareness, and aca-
demic preparedness. Over the
past three years, Diploma in
Tool & Die Making recorded
the highest enrolment, with
5,327 students.

In contrast, automation and
robotics offered across six
centres, saw the lowest enrol-
ment at 514 students. Most
students are aged between 14
and 18, typically having com-
pleted Class 10 or 12. Tradi-

tional courses like Diploma in
Tool and Die making continue
to attract over 1,000 students
annually, but newer streams
like artificial intelligence and

)

machine learning, offered in
seven centres, are witnessing
growing interest.

Neeti Sharma, CEO, Team-
Lease Digital, said, with the

expansion of manufacturing,
semiconductor, EV, and green
energy sectors, the curriculum
must evolve to prepare stu-
dents for tomorrow’s indus-
tries, not just today’s. Aware-
ness campaigns and student
counselling are crucial to en-
sure students understand op-
portunities, which will en-
hance employment prospects.
Faculty engagement, and up-
dated curricula will help build
a skilled, ready workforce.
Nikita Bengani, Director,
Youth Program at Quest Alli-
ance, said, awareness and ac-
cessibility remain key barriers,
especially for disadvantaged
youth who are often unaware of
career opportunities technical

training offers. Distance, living
costs, and lack of hostel or
transport facilities also discour-
age enrolment, while safety and
family confidence influence
young women’s participation.
Skilled trainers, effective men-
torship, and modern learning
environments are also crucial to
keeping students engaged and
ensuring successful outcomes.
Besides Al-driven robotics and
human-machine interfaces, the
department plans to introduce
courses in chip testing, photon-
ics assembly, and smart factory
operations. Plans are also un-
derway to boost admissions
through industry collabora-
tions, scholarships, and student
support schemes.

State to remove tax exemption,
e-cars to get costlier

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Buying an electric car in
Karnataka may soon get
costlier with the state gov-
ernment preparing to with-
draw 100 percent road tax
exemption currently given
for battery-operated cars.
However, tax exemptions for
electric two-wheelers will
continue.

The move comes at a time
when India is ramping up
electric mobility amid fears of
a likely fuel price hike stoked
by West Asia conflict.

The proposal, part of Kar-
nataka Motor Vehicles Tax-
ation Amendment Bill 2026
passed in the recently con-
cluded legislature session, is
awaiting the governor’s as-
sent to become law. The
one-time tax is paid while
purchasing a new vehicle.If
the proposal goes through,

then lifetime tax will be
linked to the cost of the car:
Electric cars priced up to Rs
10 lakh could attract a 5 per-
cent tax, while those in the
Rs 10 lakh-25 lakh bracket
may be taxed at 8%. Vehi-
cles priced above Rs 25 lakh
are already subject to a 10%
tax, and there’s no change in
the tax matrix.

For perspective, a Rs 20-

lakh car would attract Rs 1.6
lakh in tax. Defending the
move, Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy said the tax
will apply only to new vehi-
cles and not retrospectively.

The policy pivot comes as
the govt looks to shore up
revenues amid rising expen-
diture on its flagship guaran-
tee schemes. For 2026-27,
the transport department was

given a target of Rs 15,500
crore, Rs500 crore higher
than the previous fiscal. Of-
ficials estimate that taxing
electric cars across segments
could generate Rs 259 crore
annually. This marks a signif-
icant departure from Karnata-
ka’s policy on tax exemption
for electric vehicles. To pro-
mote green mobility, in 2016,
the government announced
tax exemption for EVs to ac-
celerate adoption. In May
2024, the government decided
to bring luxury e-cars under
the tax net by imposing a 10
percent lifetime tax on high-
end electric cars.

The latest proposal ex-
tends levy taxes on all vari-
ants of electric cars. Dealers
have started alerting custom-
ers about a likely increase in
on-road prices, including
those who have made
advance bookings.

SPARSH Hospital manages mass
casualty influx after industrial fire

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

When industrial fires occur,
many people are fighting for
their lives due to fatal burns,
and the coordinated treatment
of Sparsh Hospital is an exam-
ple of how the coordinated ef-
forts of specialist doctors and
nurses from various depart-
ments of the hospital can save
lives, said Jasdeep Singh, COO
of Sparsh Hospital.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at Sparsh Hospital
in Rajarajeshwari Nagar, he
said that the multidisciplinary
team of Sparsh Hospital is al-
ways ready to treat such
emergencies. The availability
of emergency treatment and
rapid response are equipped
to allow a large number of
burn victims to receive treat-
ment and recover under one
roof, which will come in
handy in cases of serious cas-
es like fire accidents.

Dr Ranjan Shetty, Group
Medical Director, Sparsh
Hospitals, said that managing
a large number of patients
suffering from severe burns
simultaneously reflects the
organizational preparedness,
commitment of the experi-

enced team, as well as the
comprehensive infrastructure
of the ICU. He opined that
continuous investment in the
ever-ready team of experts
and systems will enable the
speedy recovery of patients
with such successful treatment.

Recently, after an industrial
fire incident that occurred in
the evening at a textile design
and printing factory on My-
sore Road, five people with
severe burn injuries were suc-
cessfully treated at Sparsh
Hospital RR Nagar and the
patients have recovered. He
said that this is an example of
the hospital’s preparedness to
handle high-intensity
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mass-casualty emergencies.

Immediately after the fire
incident, the patients were ini-
tially given first-level emer-
gency care at a nearby hospi-
tal and then transferred to
Sparsh Hospital RR Nagar in
critical condition. The injuries
were severe and critical in na-
ture. There were burns on the
face, hands and back. One of
the injured was in a situation
where it was difficult to sur-
vive due to smoke in the
breathing tube (trachea).

Since burn injuries can
cause severe infections, 21
trained nurses will be fully
engaged in the care of these
five patients.

Couple’s suicide:
woman’s kin
unaware of
marriage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A young techie couple who
had moved from Hyderabad
to Bengaluru died by suicide
within minutes of each other
at their apartment in the city’s
Kothanur area, police said.
Investigators said the hus-
band, Bhanu Chander Reddy
(32) was found dead inside a
locked bedroom on Tuesday
morning.

His wife, Bibi Shaziya Siraj
(31) died shortly afterwards
after jumping from the 18th
floor of the same apartment
complex. Police said Shaziya
had returned home from her
night shift at around 7.30 am
and raised the alarm when her
husband did not respond. She
contacted the building’s secu-
rity staff, telling them the
bedroom door was locked
from inside. Guards broke
open the door and found Red-
dy’s body. A suicide note was
recovered from a table.

According to police, Shazi-
ya remained at the scene
briefly as neighbours gathered
and calls were made to emer-
gency services.

Muzrai Dept Moots

adoption plan to
revive small temples

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state Muzrai department
is planning to introduce an
adoption model for thousands
of low-income temples while
promoting temple tourism.
This is part of the efforts to
improve infrastructure and
generate sustainable revenue.

Official data shows a stark
skew in terms of fund alloca-
tion to temples: In 2025-26,
Rs 85 lakh was allocated to
two Group A temples, which
works out to about Rs 42.5
lakh for each. In contrast, Rs
9 crore was earmarked for 111
Group C temples, which
comes to only about Rs 8.1
lakh per temple. The proposal
seeks to correct this imbal-
ance, too. Under the adoption
model, ownership of temple
properties will remain with
the govt, but facilities such as
guest houses, parking and
other amenities for devotees
could be developed through
private participation.

The department has under-

taken an exercise to identify
government temples and land
attached to them, with the fo-
cus being on Group C tem-
ples. Of the 34,566 notified
temples in the state, nearly
90% fall under Group C, with
each earning less than Rs 5
lakh annually on an average.
A vision group that met last
week discussed ways to en-
hance income while preserv-
ing and popularising these
temples. A report is being pre-
pared for expert review.

Rajender Kataria, the
vice-chairman of Dharmik
Parishad, said smaller temples
have long lacked structured
management despite their
widespread presence. Group A
and B temples have their own
income and committees, but
Group C temples lack proper
management, he said, adding
that there are no clear adoption
guidelines for these temples.
An adoption system could
support small temples with
significant historical value,
he added.

RGUHS to celebrate International
Women’s Day with dignitaries today

BENGALURU

The Rajiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences (RGUHS),
Karnataka, will celebrate Inter-
national Women’s
Day 2026 with a spe-
cial event at the Dhan-
vantri Auditorium on
April 2 at 11 am.

Dr. Shalini Ra-
jneesh, Chief Secre-
tary to the Govern-
ment of Karnataka,
will be the chief
guest, while Moham-
med Mohsin, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary to the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare (Medical Ed-
ucation), will attend as guest
of honour.

Dr. B. L. Sujatha Rathod,
Director of Medical Education,
and Padma Shri awardee Dr.
Prema Dhanraj, a renowned
plastic and reconstructive sur-
geon, will be among
the distinguished
guests. The pro-
gramme will be pre-
sided over by Dr.
Bhagavan B. C., Vice
Chancellor of
RGUHS.

As part of the cel-
ebrations, women
achievers from vari-
ous faculties of the
university will be honoured.
Members of the Syndicate,
Senate, Academic Council, and
Board of Studies have been in-
vited to attend the event.

Hotel guest told to pay over
Rs 16L for not paying dues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A guest who checked into a
hotel on Palace Road for a
short stay ended up enjoying
its hospitality for 63 days in a
suite, and nearly 196 days
overall, without clearing his
dues. The dispute over pro-
longed stay finally landed in
court, which ordered him to
pay the full outstanding
amount along with interest.
The saga began on March
27,2025, when Radisson Blu
Atria allotted a room to Mo-
hamad Rafeeque Pallivalap-
pil, a 65-year-old resident of
Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh, and
Managing Director of Online

Farms Gate India Pvt Ltd,
Kochi, at a tariff of Rs
5,737.5 per day plus GST. At
his request, the hotel upgrad-
ed his stay to the more expen-
sive suite on August 6, 2025.
The revised tariff was com-
municated through phone
calls and WhatsApp messag-
es, and the guest continued to
occupy the suite.While an
initial payment of Rs 80,000
was made, the guest soon be-
came irregular in clearing the
room rent.

Despite repeated reminders
and demands from the hotel
management, he neither
cleared the mounting dues nor

vacated the premises.
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KSRTC receives World HRD Congress Award

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka State Road Trans-
port Corporation (KSRTC)
has been selected for the pres-
tigious World HRD Congress
Award 2026 under the catego-
ry “Best in Training and Or-
ganisation Development” in
recognition of its exemplary
training initiatives.

Across its five training cen-
tres, KSRTC has been imple-
menting a wide range of
structured training pro-
grammes, including fuel effi-
ciency, refresher training, ac-
cident-free driving, road
safety, and simulator-based
training.

Scheme, heavy vehicle driv-
ing training along with free
driving licence issuance is
being provided to Scheduled
Caste candidates in collabora-
tion with the Transport De-

partment. Similarly, in associ-
ation with the Directorate of
Minorities, light and heavy
vehicle driving training along
with free driving licences is
being provided to candidates
from minority communities.

In addition, driving training
is offered to private candidates,
while newly recruited driv-
er-cum-conductors, technical
staff, KST Constable, and ju-
nior assistants are provided
with induction training cover-
ing job responsibilities and du-
ties. Special training pro-
grammes are conducted for
supervisory staff, and driving
instructors are deployed to
units to train driving personnel.
Refresher training is also pro-
vided to administrative staff
along with several other capac-
ity-building programmes.

Over the past six months,
more than 12,000 staff have
been trained, and considering

the effectiveness and impact
of these training initiatives on
organisational development,
KSRTC has been selected for
the World HRD Congress
Award 2026 under “Best in
Training and Organisation
Development”.

At the award ceremony
held in Cochin, Captain ST
Sreedharan, Director, College
of Ship Technology, presented
the award to the Corporation.

Dr TS Latha, Board Secre-
tary and Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, along with AS
Geethanjali, Principal, Re-
gional Training Institute, Has-
san, received the award on
behalf of KSRTC.
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Bhagyanagar
makes business
licenses mandatory

Koppal
The Bhagyanagar Town
Panchayat has made it
compulsory for all entre-
preneurs to get a business
license under the Munici-
palities Act, 1964. Offi-
cials said every business
owner within its limits
must obtain a license for
2026-27 and renew it
every year. They also need
to pay water tax and
property tax on time. Au-
thorities warned that fail-
ure to follow these rules
will lead to legal action,
including court cases. The
notice aims to ensure
proper regulation of busi-
nesses and improve civic
management in the town.
Officials urged traders to
comply early to avoid
penalties and ensure
smooth business opera-
tions in Koppala.

Koppal forms panel to
protect women
children

KOPPAL
The Koppal Municipal
Councilhassetupa
Women and Child Protec-
tion Watch Committee to
improve safety in the city.
The meeting, led by Mu-
nicipal Commissioner
Venkatesh M. Nanaguru,
discussed steps to stop
child marriage, child labor,
abuse, trafficking and kid-
napping. Officials said
special care is needed
during summer and festi-
vals like Akshaya Tritiya,
when mass marriages are
common. Departments
were told to spread
awareness, monitor
events, and ensure chil-
dren attend school. Vari-
ous officers and depart-
ment staff joined the
meeting and shared re-
sponsibilities for strict ac-
tion.

Speeding
bus crash kills
child, injures 3

HAVERI
A tragic accident at the
central bus stand
shocked residents after a
speeding bus lost control
and ran onto a crowded
platform. The vehicle, op-
erated by North-West
Karnataka Transport,
failed to stop while enter-
ing the station and hit
people waiting nearby.
A two-year-old boy, Haz-
rat Ali from Savanur, was
badly injured and taken to
a hospital in Hubli. Doc-
tors tried to save him, but
he later died. Three oth-
ers, includingaman, a
woman, and a child, were
also hurt and are being
treated at Haveri District
Hospital.
Witnesses said the bus
came suddenly at high
speed, leaving no time to
react. The incident,
caught on CCTV, has
raised serious safety con-
cerns. Police have begun
an investigation to find
the exact cause, including
possible driver error or
mechanical failure.
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Patil sanctions funds, sparks
joy among community

Patil approved funds swiftly for development after Hadapada’s request;
Savita Samaj praised efforts and gwdance constructlon starts April 10

GADAG

In a significant move, peo-
ple's leader Krishnagoudru
Patil has approved a grant of
%10 lakh for the development
of the Savita Samaj in Gadag.

The funds will support the
construction of a community
hall and the Sri Nagadev tem-
ple in Gangimadi layout, ful-
filling a long-standing de-
mand of the community.

The decision came after a
delegation led by district pres-
ident Krishna H Hadapada
submitted a request seeking
financial assistance for devel-
opment works.

Responding quickly, Patil
not only assured support but
also issued an official order
sanctioning the funds without
delay. He further instructed
officials to begin the ground-
work ceremony on the 10th
and start construction imme-

diately.Leaders of the Savita
Samaj described this step as a
major achievement and
praised the swift action taken
by Patil. They also credited
Hadapada’s persistent efforts

and guidance from state lead-
er Hanumanthappa Rampura
for making the project possi-
ble.To celebrate the approval,
members of the community
met Patil and expressed their

gratitude by offering sweets.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rampura praised Patil’s sim-
ple nature and commitment to
development, saying his sup-
port would be remembered
for years. Several leaders, el-
ders, and activists were pres-
ent and shared their happiness
over the long-awaited prog-
ress of the Savita Samaj in the
district.

The initiative is expected to
improve social activities and
provide a dedicated space for
gatherings, cultural programs,
and community meetings.
Residents said the project
would strengthen unity and
create new opportunities for
future generations.

They expressed hope that
such support would continue
in the coming years, helping
overall development in the
area and bring lasting positive
change.

Congress and BJP leaders campaigned vigorously in the by-election,
with Surjewala calling it a broader political battle

Fierce campaign heats up
Davangere South by—electlon

DAVANAGERE

The campaign for the Davan-
agere South assembly
by-election has intensified,
with leaders from both Con-
gress and BJP actively reach-
ing out to voters across the
constituency.

Senior Congress leaders,
including Deputy Chief Min-
ister D. K. Shivakumar and
party in-charge Randeep
Singh Surjewala, led cam-
paigns in support of candidate
Samarth Shamanur. Ministers
Lakshmi Hebbalkar and
Cheluvarayaswamy also
joined efforts, urging voters
to back Congress.

On the other side, BJP
leaders including former
Chief Minister B. S. Yedi-
yurappa and MP Basavaraj
Bommai campaigned for can-
didate Srinivas Dasakariappa.
Opposition leader R. Ashok
also addressed gatherings.

Calling the by-election a

“battle of issues,” Surjewala
said it reflects a larger politi-
cal struggle rather than a con-
test between individuals. He
highlighted Congress welfare
guarantees and accused the
central government of bur-
dening people financially.
Shivakumar claimed grow-
ing support for Congress,
stating that several BJP mem-
bers have joined the party. He
assured voters that
long-pending demands, in-
cluding internal reservation,
would be addressed.Mean-
while, BJP leaders strongly

criticized the state govern-
ment. Yediyurappa accused
the Congress government led
by Siddaramaiah of corrup-
tion and poor governance,
urging voters to teach them a
lesson. Bommai echoed sim-
ilar concerns, alleging rising
taxes and administrative fail-
ures. With both parties mak-
ing strong claims and coun-
terclaims, the by-election has
turned into a high-stakes po-
litical contest. Leaders from
both sides continue aggres-
sive campaigning, making
direct appeals to voters as
polling day approaches.

Lightning Strike
Kills Nine Sheep
in Koppal

KOPPAL

A sudden thunderstorm struck
Basapura (Ginigeri) village,
killing nine sheep belonging
to shepherd Maruti Hosmani.
The animals were near Shi-
vayya Poultry Farm, close to
MSPL, when lightning hit
around 6 pm.

Some of the remaining
sheep fell sick and are now
under treatment. Veterinarians
and police visited the site af-
ter being informed about the
incident.

The loss has caused serious
financial strain for the shep-
herd, prompting local resi-
dents to demand government
compensation. Villagers ex-
pressed concern over live-
stock safety during extreme
weather and urged authorities
to provide timely support for
affected farmers.

Officials are assessing the
situation to offer relief and
prevent similar losses in the
future, while locals remain
anxious about sudden natural
hazards affecting their liveli-
hoods.

Gas shortage sparks
angry roadblock protest

BELAGAVI

Locals in MK Hubli town of
Kittoor taluk staged a roadblock
protest, frustrated over the
shortage of gas cylinders. Vil-
lagers claimed that cylinders
meant for Tammuri were being
sent to other towns, leaving
them without supplies for over
a month. Angry residents placed
cylinders in the middle of the
road to draw attention. Women
at the protest said they were re-
peatedly told to “come tomor-

KOPPAL

A new court complex building
in Yalburga town is set to be
inaugurated on April 4, bring-
ing improved judicial facili-
ties to the region. The event
will begin at 10 am and is be-
ing organized jointly by the
District Judicial Department,
Public Works Department,
Koppal, and the Yalburga Bar
Association.

The ceremony will take
place in the presence of High
Court judges including Han-
chate Sanjeev Kumar, M.G.
Shukure Kamala, and P. Sri

New Court complex openmg draws attention

row” and alleged that cylinders
were being sold to those who
paid extra money.The protest
caused a traffic disruption,
prompting authorities to act. Po-
lice from Kittoor Police Station
visited the spot and managed to
bring the situation under con-
trol, ensuring the road was
cleared safely.Locals demanded
immediate action from the gas
agency to resolve the supply is-
sue and urged officials to pre-
vent favoritism and ensure fair
distribution in the town.

SANDUR OFFICIALS WARNED
AHEAD OF SUMMER WATER CRISIS

BALLARI

Authorities in Sandur taluk
have stepped up preparations
to prevent a possible drink-
ing water shortage during
the peak summer months,
issuing strict instructions to
officials to act without de-
lay.A review meeting was
held at the taluk office under
the leadership of Tehsildar
Anil Kumar to discuss pre-
cautionary steps for ensuring
uninterrupted water supply
in rural areas.During the
meeting, Executive Officer
Madagina Basappa stressed
that providing clean and
continuous drinking water is
the top priority. He warned
that any negligence in this
matter would not be tolerat-
ed and asked officials to re-
main alert throughout the

season.Officials were direct-
ed to focus on proper main-
tenance of borewells, pipe-
lines and water storage tanks
under Gram Panchayats.
They were also instructed to
take strict measures to pre-
vent wastage of water at all
levels.The meeting high-
lighted the need for early
identification of villages that
may face water shortages.
Authorities were advised to
make alternative arrange-
ments in advance and be
ready to supply water
through tankers if required.

Special attention was giv-
en to the role of “niru ghan-
tis,” who manage water dis-
tribution in villages. They
were urged to act responsi-
bly and ensure fair and care-
ful use of available water
resources.

Sudha. The building will be
formally inaugurated by C.M.
Poonachha, who serves as the
administrative judge for Kop-
pal district.

The function will be presid-

ed over by H.K. Patil. Several
dignitaries are expected to
attend, including Satish Jarki-
holi and Shivaraj Sangappa
Thangadgi. Local leaders, of-
ficials, and members of the

Bar Association will also be
present.

Authorities said the new
complex will help handle cas-
es more efficiently and pro-
vide better space for court
work. The building is expect-
ed to improve access to jus-
tice for people in Yalburga
and nearby areas. Officials
believe it will strengthen the
legal system at the local level
and support faster case hear-
ings.Residents have wel-
comed the initiative and ex-
pressed hope that the new fa-
cility will reduce delays and
improve service quality.

Munirabad PSI
Suspended Over
Lapses and Irregular
Activities

KOPPAL

A police sub-inspector from
Munirabad has been suspended
for failing to control irregular
activities and poor handling of
administrative duties, officials
said.Superintendent of Police
Ram Arasiddhi issued the sus-
pension order against PSI
Sunil, who had been serving at
the Munirabad police station
for the past two years.Authori-
ties said several unauthorized
activities were recently report-
ed in the area, raising concerns
over law enforcement.

O ibcworldnews.com

Strict measures
urged to stop
child marriages

KOPPAL

District Collector Dr. Suresh
B. Itnal has directed all offi-
cials in Koppal district to take
firm and timely steps to pre-
vent child marriages, espe-
cially during upcoming mass
wedding events.

He instructed Tahsildars,
Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officers, and other concerned
authorities to stay alert and
act responsibly. The warning
comes ahead of Akshaya Tri-
tiya, a day when many mass
and individual marriages are
traditionally held. Officials
fear that such occasions in-
crease the risk of underage
marriages taking place unno-
ticed.

Dr. Itnal highlighted that
strict legal provisions are al-
ready in place under the Child
Marriage Prohibition Act,
2006, along with the Karnata-
ka Amendment Act, 2016.
These laws give the District
Magistrate special powers to
prevent and stop child mar-
riages. Authorities are also
allowed to take necessary ac-
tion, including using minimal
force if required, to stop such
illegal practices.Despite con-
tinuous awareness campaigns
and joint efforts by various
departments, cases of child
marriage are still being re-
ported in some communities.
The Collector stressed that

Dr. Itnal emphasized
strict laws under the
Child Marriage
Prohibition Act and
Karnataka Amendment,
empowering authorities
to prevent child
marriages and protect
children’s rights and
future

preventing such practices is
important to protect children
from harm and ensure their
rights and future.Officials at
district, taluk, and gram pan-
chayat levels have been asked
to closely monitor all mar-
riage events in their areas.
They must also educate orga-
nizers and the public about
the legal consequences of
child marriage.A detailed re-
port of the actions taken must
be submitted to the District
Child Protection Unit. The
administration aims to make
Koppal a child marriage-free
district through strict enforce-
ment and public awareness.

Track repairs force train
diversions, route changes

HUBBALLI

Railway authorities have an-
nounced diversion of several
trains due to ongoing track
repair work between Castle
Rock and Kulem in the ghat
section. The maintenance
work is considered essential
to ensure passenger safety and
smooth train operations in the
region.

Officials said line blocking
has been implemented, lead-
ing to changes in routes and
stoppages. To reduce inconve-
nience, additional halts have
been introduced at select sta-
tions along the diverted
routes.

Train No. 11097 Pune—Er-
nakulam Poorna Weekly Ex-
press will run on select dates
in May and June via Pune,
Panvel, Roha and Madgaon. It
will skip stations including
Satara, Sangli, Belgaum, Lon-
da and Castle Rock, while
stopping at Chiplun and Rat-

nagiri instead.

Similarly, Train No. 11098
Ernakulam—Pune Poorna
Weekly Express will operate
on modified routes between
late April and early June. It
will avoid several regular
stops but include additional
halts at Ratnagiri and Chip-
lun.The Vasco da Gama—Ve-
lankanni Weekly Express and
its return service will also
follow alternate routes. These
trains will bypass multiple
stations across Karnataka and
nearby regions. However,
passengers will benefit from
new stops at Karwar,
Kundapur and Udupi.Railway
officials have urged passen-
gers to check updated sched-
ules before travel. They added
that these temporary changes
are necessary to maintain
track quality and ensure safer
journeys. Services are expect-
ed to return to normal once
the repair work is completed
successfully.

Women Unite to Fight
Illegal Liquor Menace

KUKNOOR

Hundreds of women from vil-
lages in Kuknoor taluk staged
a sudden protest on Wednes-
day against the illegal sale of
liquor, demanding strict and
immediate action from au-
thorities.

Women from Dhampur,
Chikkabidna and Kadrolli
gathered in large numbers in
front of the Kuknoor police
station, raising their voices
against the growing problem
of alcoholism in their commu-
nities.

The protestors alleged that
illegal liquor and beer are be-
ing openly sold in several
places, including four to six
outlets in Dhampur, three in
Chikkabidna and two in
Kadrolli. They said such ac-
tivities continue from early
morning till midnight, making
alcohol easily available even
in small villages.

The women expressed con-
cern that many men in their
families are falling into addic-
tion, leading to frequent dis-
putes and financial difficulties
at home. They added that the
unchecked sale of liquor has
disturbed peace in the villages
and is affecting the well-being
of families.According to
them, liquor is being sold
without fear in small shops
such as grocery stores, pawn
shops and roadside kiosks,
despite strict government
rules.Responding to the pro-
test, newly appointed PSI S.
P. Naik assured the women
that action would be taken
soon. He said that he, along
with officials from the Excise
Department, would visit the
identified locations and con-
duct inspections.

He also promised that strict
steps would be taken against
those involved in illegal li-
quor sales.
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Gadag Police Flag
Day celebration
scheduled today

GADAG
Gadag District Police will
celebrate Police Flag Day
on Thursday, April 2,at 8
a.m. The event will take
place at the District
Armed Reserve Police
Force Parade Ground in
Mallasamudra, Gadag.
Retired ASI H.D. Gadada
will attend as the chief
guest. District Superinten-
dent of Police Rohan Jag-
adish has invited the pub-
lic to join the celebration.
The event aims to honor
the dedication and ser-
vice of police personnel
while fostering communi-
ty connection. Citizens are
encouraged to participate
and show support for law
enforcement officers who
work tirelessly to ensure
safety and peace in
Gadag district.

Bear attack injures
farmer, sparks
village fear

VIJAYANAGAR
A farmer was seriously in-
jured after a bear attack in
Venkatapura village of
Hosapete taluk, causing
fear among residents. The
injured man, Rayappa, 50,
had gone for a morning
walk near the village
when a bear suddenly at-
tacked him. He suffered
severe injuries to his eyes
and ears, sources said.
Villagers rushed himto a
government hospital in
Hosapete for first aid. He
was later shifted to a
trauma care center in Bal-
lari for further treatment.
Forest officials visited the
spot. Locals now fear ris-
ing bear movement and
demand immediate safe-
ty action.

Martyrs remembered,
leaders urge youth
inspiration

HAVERI
Leaders and citizens
paid tribute to freedom
fighters at the 83rd Mar-
tyrs’ Day program held in
Haveri, highlighting the
sacrifices of unsung he-
roes and urging youth to
draw inspiration from
their lives.
District Magistrate Dr. Vi-
jayamahantesh Danam-
mavara said the patriot-
ism and sacrifice of mar-
tyr Mai Ara Mahadevap-
pa remain a guiding ex-
ample for society. He de-
scribed Mahadevappa,
often called the “Bhagat
Singh of Karnataka,” as a
symbol of courage and
dedication.

The program was organ-
ised by the National Me-
morial Trust in collabora-
tion with educational in-
stitutions to honour Ma-
hadevappa along with
fellow martyrs Veeraiah
Hiremath and Thirakap-
pa Madiwala, who sacri-
ficed their lives in 1943
during the freedom
struggle.Speakers re-
called that Mahadevap-
pa joined the movement
at a young age and fol-
lowed the path of
non-violence inspired by
Mahatma Gandhi.
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' Siddaramaiah defends welfare,
targets BJP in poll battle

CM Siddaramaiah highlighted %1.31 lakh crore spent on direct welfare, criticized

DAVANAGERE

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Wednesday said
welfare schemes and develop-
ment work will help the Con-
gress win upcoming by-elec-
tions, while accusing the BJP
of spreading misinformation
for political gain.

Speaking to reporters in
Davanagere, he expressed
confidence that Congress can-
didates will secure big victo-
ries in Davanagere South and
Bagalkot constituencies. He
praised leaders like Shamanur
Shivashankarappa and H.Y.
Mety for their contribution to
local development, saying
their work and government
schemes have strengthened
public support.

The Chief Minister said the
government has spent X1.31

lakh crore on guarantee
schemes aimed at helping
poor families. In Davanagere
South alone, %535 crore has
been used for such programs.
He stressed that money is di-
rectly transferred to people’s
bank accounts, reducing cor-
ruption and removing middle-
men.

Siddaramaiah criticized the
BJP for opposing welfare

BJP, and prioritized aiding weaker sections

measures, stating that his gov-
ernment believes in support-
ing weaker sections through
direct financial help. He add-
ed that addressing social hard-
ship remains a key priority.
Responding to allegations
about rising debt, he said the
previous BJP government had
borrowed over 5.3 lakh
crore, while the Congress
government borrowed 32.56

lakh crore in four years. He
also pointed to rising national
debt under Narendra Modi,
claiming it has increased
sharply over the past decade.

On the economy, he said
Karnataka’s financial condi-
tion is stable. The state’s GDP
growth stands at 8.1 percent,
higher than the national rate
of 7.14 percent. He added that
the state ranks second in GST
collection and capital invest-
ment, calling the state budget
stronger than the central bud-
get.

He also criticized rising
fuel and LPG prices, saying
costs have increased signifi-
cantly under the central gov-
ernment.Confident about the
elections, Siddaramaiah said
people will reject BIP’s
claims and support Congress
once again.

Dr. Mallikarjun praised Shivashankarappa’s development work,
Congress governance, welfare schemes

Shamanur family dedicated
to public service: MP

DAVANAGERE

Member of Parliament Dr.
Prabha Mallikarjun has said
that the Shamanur family has
always been committed to
public service and has con-
tributed significantly to the
development of the Davana-
gere South constituency.

She was speaking while
campaigning in Chamarajpet
Main Road, Charlie Pailwan
Circle and nearby areas in
support of Congress candidate
Samarth Shamanur for the
by-election to the Davanagere
South Assembly seat.Dr. Mal-
likarjun said that senior leader
Shamanur Shivashankarappa
has carried out several devel-
opment works in the constitu-
ency, which have helped im-
prove local infrastructure and
public services.She added that
the Congress party has been
able to provide what she
called good governance, and
said that government welfare
guarantee schemes have

helped the party gain the trust
of the people.Expressing con-
fidence, she said Samarth
Shamanur would win the
by-election with a large mar-
gin due to strong support
from voters and party work-
ers.She also noted that party
leaders, ministers, KPCC and
AICC members, along with
grassroots workers, are ac-
tively campaigning across
every ward and booth to en-

sure victory for the Congress
candidate.Calling for public
support, she urged voters to
choose the party’s “hand”
symbol and vote for serial
number 3 to ensure Samarth
Shamanur’s success in the
election.Party workers, sup-
porters and local leaders were
present during the campaign
activities and participated in
door-to-door outreach across
the constituency.

District
Collector urges
safe, fun summer
vacation

KOPPAL

District Collector Dr. Suresh
B. Itnal has offered important
advice to children and stu-
dents on staying safe, healthy,
and active during the summer
vacation.Dr. Itnal highlighted
the importance of protecting
against heat. Children should
wear light cotton clothes,
avoid direct sunlight, and
drink plenty of water to pre-
vent dehydration. He also en-
couraged them to participate
in physical activities, hobbies,
and both curricular and extra-
curricular programs to devel-
op new life skills.Safety was
another key point. Children
were urged to be careful
around water bodies, agricul-
tural wells, and electrical
equipment. Road safety is cru-
cial, and underage driving is
strictly prohibited. The Col-
lector also warned about so-
cial risks such as child mar-
riage, child labor, and sexual
crimes, and asked children to
report any such incidents to
the helplines 1098/112 or lo-
cal women and child protec-
tion committees.

Martyrs remembered, leaders urge youth inspiration

HAVERI

Leaders and citizens paid
tribute to freedom fighters
at the 83rd Martyrs’ Day
program held in Haveri,
highlighting the sacrifices
of unsung heroes and urg-
ing youth to draw inspira-
tion from their lives.

District Magistrate Dr.
Vijayamahantesh Danam-
mavara said the patriotism
and sacrifice of martyr Mai
Ara Mahadevappa remain a
guiding example for soci-
ety. He described Ma-
hadevappa, often called the
“Bhagat Singh of Karnata-
ka,” as a symbol of courage
and dedication.

The program was organ-
ised by the National Me-
morial Trust in collabora-
tion with educational insti-

tutions to honour Ma-
hadevappa along with fel-
low martyrs Veeraiah
Hiremath and Thirakappa
Madiwala,

who sacrificed their lives
in 1943 during the freedom
struggle.

Speakers recalled that
Mahadevappa joined the
movement at a young age

GADAG WATER AWARENESS

and followed the path of
non-violence inspired by
Mahatma Gandhi. He also
took part in the historic
Salt Satyagraha and trained
at Sabarmati Ashram before
actively participating in
protests across the region.
Despite imprisonment in
1941, he continued to fight
against British rule and ul-

timately laid down his life,
earning recognition as a
true patriot.

Chairman S. F. N. Ghazi
Gowdra said Mahadevap-
pa’s life should inspire the
younger generation to un-
derstand the value of free-
dom and sacrifice.

Experts and writers at the
event stressed the need to
educate youth about such
leaders through books and
public programs. Plans
were also shared to develop
a museum showcasing Ma-
hadevappa’s life and contri-
butions.Several officials,

educators and community
leaders attended the pro-
gram and paid homage to
the martyrs, calling for
continued efforts to pre-
serve their legacy and in-
spire future generations.

Save water now, protect life for future: Nagaveni

GADAG

Emphasising the urgent need
for water conservation, Naga-
veni called on citizens to
unite under the message “If
there is water, there is life”
during a World Water Day
awareness program held in
Gadag.

The event was organised at
the District Court premises in
collaboration with the District
Legal Services Authority, Dis-
trict Bar Association and the
organisation Water for Voice-
less.

Addressing the gathering,

Nagaveni highlighted that wa-
ter is essential not only for
humans but also for animals
and birds. She urged people to
develop the habit of placing

water in containers or coconut
shells outside their homes to
help birds and animals, espe-
cially during the summer.
She also stressed the impor-

tance of preventing water
wastage and creating aware-
ness about the growing scar-
city of water. Suggesting
practical steps, she encour-
aged rainwater harvesting and
responsible use of resources
to ensure sustainability.

District Bar Association
President R. G. Kallur, who
presided over the event, said
that water awareness should
be promoted regularly as the
situation is becoming serious,
with water now being bought
in many places.

Jain Sunny Hastimal ex-
plained the impact of water

scarcity through a presenta-
tion, noting that lack of water
forces animals and birds to
migrate and increases hu-
man-wildlife interactions. He
added that animals, including
cows, require large amounts
of water daily and suffer
health issues without it.

Several judges, officials
and legal professionals at-
tended the program. Clay pots
were also distributed to en-
courage people to provide
water for animals and birds,
spreading a message of care
and responsibility towards all
living beings.
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Protest intensifies for
Kittur Chennamma
samadhi development

BELAGAVI

The ongoing indefinite dharna
in Belagavi demanding the
development and upgradation
of Veerarani Kittur Chennam-
ma’s samadhi into a national
monument has entered its
22nd day, with protests inten-
sifying across the city.

Protesters continued their
agitation by organising a mas-
sive rally involving wheelbar-
rows, tractors and bikes, rais-
ing slogans against the gov-
ernment and local MLAs for
delaying the development
work.The main demands in-
clude declaring the samadhi
of Kittur Rani Chennamma as
a national monument, restart-
ing the inauguration process
of the renovated burial site,
and allocating 3200 crore to
the Kittur Chennamma Devel-
opment Authority.

The protest rally was led by
former MLA Dr. Vishwanath
Patil, JD(S) district president
Shankar Madalagi and leader
Shivanand Kolakara. It began
from the APMC Ganesha
temple, passed through Incha-
la Cross and the Bus Stand,
and concluded at Chennamma

Protesters, led by Patil,
Madalagi, and Kolakara,
demanded Kittur Rani
Channamma'’s national
monument status, 2200
crore allocation, and
renovations, causing city
traffic disruption

Circle.A parallel procession
of tractors and wheelbarrows
also moved through key roads
of the city, leading to heavy
traffic congestion and incon-
venience to the public.

Large numbers of farmers,
villagers and members of var-
ious organisations participat-
ed in the protest. Demonstra-
tors even cooked food on the
roadside as a mark of contin-
ued resistance.The protestors
warned that if their demands
are not met, they will escalate
their agitation further, includ-
ing plans for a half-naked
protest on April 3 and a hun-
ger strike. WLeaders said the
movement will continue until
the government takes con-
crete steps to preserve and
develop the historical site
linked to the legendary queen
and freedom fighter.

Chief Secretary completes census
self-enrolment via moblle

GADAG

Chief Secretary Dr. Shalini
Rajneesh on Wednesday com-
pleted her self-enrolment for
Census 2027 using a mobile
phone, encouraging citizens
to adopt the simple and quick
online process.

The self-enrolment system
has been introduced by the
Central Government as part of
the upcoming census, allow-
ing people to submit their de-
tails digitally. Officials said
citizens can register their in-
formation through the official
portal between April 1 and
April 15, 2026.

Sharing her experience, Dr.
Rajneesh said the process is
easy, secure and can be com-
pleted within five to ten min-
utes using a mobile number
and OTP verification. After
submission, applicants re-
ceive a unique number, which
can be shown to enumerators
during their visits.

The door-to-door census
verification is scheduled from
April 16 to May 15. Providing
the application number will
help officials complete the
process faster and make cor-
rections if required.

She also noted that those

without access to mobile
phones or computers can seek
help from nearby centres or
use devices of friends or fam-
ily members to complete the
registration.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the exercise, she said
the census plays a key role in
shaping policies and ensuring
proper distribution of resourc-
es in sectors such as health,
education, housing and infra-
structure.Calling it a shared
responsibility, she urged citi-
zens to participate actively
and complete the process
within the given timeline. She
added that accurate informa-
tion will help in better plan-
ning and development in the
future.Meanwhile, Census
Director Ramachandran
briefed senior officials about
the self-enrolment system and
its implementation.

HUBBALLI-DHARWAD DEPLOYS
2,628 STAFF FOR CENSUS

HUBBALLI

The first phase of Cen-
sus-2027 in Hubballi-Dhar-
wad will see the deployment
of 2,628 staff to ensure ac-
curate data collection, offi-
cials said.

Rudresh Ghali, speaking
at a press conference, ex-
plained that a self-census
will be conducted from
April 1 to 15, during which
residents can provide their
information online or
through designated forms.
Following this, from April
16 to May 15, enumerators
will conduct door-to-door
visits to verify the submit-
ted data and record details
of households that did not
complete the self-census.

The second phase of the
census is scheduled for Feb-
ruary next year. Authorities
estimate there are around
2.7 lakh residential build-
ings within the twin cities.
The 2,628 staff members in-
clude 12 charge officers, 12
technical assistants, 30 field
trainers, two master trainers,

and 2,047 enumerators, with
10 percent held as reserve
staff. They have been as-
signed across the zonal of-
fices to manage the smooth
execution of the census.The
personnel come from vari-
ous departments, including
the municipal corporation,
Vakarasa Foundation, Edu-
cation, Public Works, and
Commercial Taxes.

Officials emphasized that
the census is crucial for
planning civic facilities and
public services, and urged
residents to cooperate by
providing accurate informa-
tion during both the
self-census and verification
phases.
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Vandals
attack teen’s grave,
family outraged

Shivamogga
In Shivamogga, vandals
partially destroyed the
grave of 10th-grade stu-
dent Sanketh, who was
murdered last month.
The attack took place at
the Hindu cemetery
near Maradi Siddesh-
wara Hill in Solebailu.
Sanketh’s family had re-
cently built a granite
memorial and per-
formed prayers on
March 28. His father,
Shivakumar, expressed
deep grief, demanding
justice for those respon-
sible. Local MLA Chan-
nabasappa condemned
the act, urging police to
catch both the vandals
and anyone encouraging
such behavior. Authori-
ties have begun investi-
gating. The incident has
shocked the community,
highlighting the need for
stronger protection of
memorials and respect
for victims’ families.

Raichur woman
found dead, family
alleges murder

Raichur
A 30-year-old woman,
Vidya alias Sudhiksha, a
programme assistant at
the city’s science centre,
was found dead under
suspicious circumstanc-
es in Raichur. Her family
alleges dowry harass-
ment and claims she
was strangled by her
husband Manjunath and
mother-in-law, though
the death was initially
presented as suicide. Su-
dhiksha had reportedly
complained about har-
assment just four
months into her mar-
riage. A case has been
registered at West Police
Station, and the body
has been sent to RIMS
Hospital for postmor-
tem. DySP Shantaveer
and Tahsildar Par-
ashuram inspected the
site. The grieving family
demands justice and
strict action against the
accused.

Cylinder explosions

cause panic, families
escape harm

Bengaluru
In Bengaluru’s Laggere,
five family members
narrowly escaped death
when a leaking gas cyl-
inder exploded while be-
ing replaced, destroying
their first-floor home.
Firefighters quickly con-
trolled the fire, and Ra-
jagopalanagar police
filed a case. In a similar
incident in Hassan’s K.
Allur, another family of
five, including a woman
and her son, suffered in-
juries from a cylinder
blast during replace-
ment. They are now re-
covering at Konanur
Community Health
Center. Both accidents
caused major property
damage and raised con-
cerns about gas safety.
Authorities have urged
residents to exercise
caution during cylinder
handling and installa-
tion to prevent such
dangerous incidents.

BJP MP MOCKS GOVT
OVER IPLTICKETS

Karnataka’s government sparked controversy by securing
three complimentary IPL tickets for every MLA, drawing
sharp mockery from the opposition

BENGALURU

A political row has broken out
in Karnataka after Deputy
CM DK Shivakumar an-
nounced that all state MLAs
will receive complimentary
tickets for Indian Premier
League (IPL) matches. The
decision, which gives each
lawmaker three tickets per
game, was met with sharp sar-
casm from BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya, who mocked the move
as the government's "biggest
achievement."

The controversy began
when the state government
confirmed it had negotiated
with the Karnataka State
Cricket Association and Roy-
al Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) to secure the passes.
Reacting to the news, Surya
took to social media to "con-
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gratulate" the Chief Minister
and his deputy for successful-
ly concluding such a "com-
plex negotiation." He jokingly
called it a "historic day" that
would supposedly benefit all
six crore people of Karnataka.

Taking his wit further, the
MP suggested that the gov-
ernment's expert negotiation

skills should now be used to
solve global crises, such as

the conflicts between Rus-
sia-Ukraine and Iran-Israel.
His comments highlight the
opposition's view that the
government is focusing on
perks for politicians rather
than addressing more pressing
public issues.

According to the new ar-
rangement, MLAs will not
only get tickets for the T20
league but will also receive
special passes for upcoming
international cricket fixtures.
While the government de-
fends the move as a standard
coordination with sports
stakeholders, critics argue that
such privileges are unneces-
sary. As fans struggle to buy
tickets for the sold-out match-
es, the sight of guaranteed
seats for politicians has
sparked a heated debate
across the city.
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New Air India express
flights from Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Air India Express has an-
nounced a significant expan-
sion of its flight schedule
from Mangaluru, introducing
new daily connections to
Sharjah and increased fre-
quency to Delhi. According to
a recent press release, the air-
line is launching these routes
to ensure stable travel options
amidst the ongoing geopoliti-
cal tensions in West Asia.

The new daily service be-
tween Mangaluru and Sharjah
(Flight IX 6057) is scheduled
to depart Mangaluru at 1:25
PM, arriving in Sharjah at
4:05 PM local time. The re-
turn flight will leave Sharjah
at 5:05 PM and land back in
Mangaluru by 10:30 PM. This
consistent daily schedule is
designed to provide reliable
connectivity for the large
number of expatriates and
business travelers who fre-
quently move between the
coastal city and the Gulf.

In addition to the interna-
tional route, the airline is

Air India Express
expanded its
Mangaluru schedule,
adding daily Sharjah
flights and increased
Delhi frequency to
provide stable travel
options amid West
Asian geopolitical
tensions

boosting its domestic pres-
ence with new flights to the
national capital. On Sundays,
Mondays, and Wednesdays,
the Mangaluru-Delhi flight
(IX 1992) will depart at 9:30

AM. For the remainder of the
week, flight IX 1276 will han-
dle the route, departing Man-
galuru at 8:30 AM and reach-
ing Delhi by 11:45 AM.

These changes are part of a
strategic move to optimize the
airline's network during a pe-
riod of global uncertainty. By
offering both morning and
afternoon slots, Air India Ex-
press aims to cater to both
corporate commuters and lei-
sure travelers. Passengers are
advised to check the latest
timings on the airline's web-
site, as these schedules are
currently set through the end
of the month.

BJP President B.Y. Vijayendra accused Chief Minister Siddaramaiah of deceiving
North Karnataka farmers over unpaid Almatti dam compensation promises

BJP leader slams

BAGALKOT

BJP State President B.Y. Vi-
jayendra launched a blistering
attack on Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, accusing the Con-
gress government of deceiv-
ing farmers in North Karnata-
ka. Speaking to reporters
during a high-stakes cam-
paign in Bagalkot, Vijayendra
claimed the state has failed to
deliver on massive compensa-
tion promises made to fami-
lies affected by the Almatti
dam project.

At the heart of the dispute
is the plan to raise the dam’s
height, which will submerge
vast areas of farmland. Ac-
cording to Vijayendra, the
government promised four
months ago to pay farmers

%40 lakh per acre for irrigated
land and 30 lakh for dry
land. However, the BJP leader
alleges that these figures re-
main only on paper. "The
government must disclose ex-
actly how much of this money

CM over broke

has actually reached the farm-
ers," he demanded.
Vijayendra also questioned
the status of the Upper Krishna
Project, a vital irrigation
scheme for the region. He
mocked the government’s re-

n promises

cent announcement of a "spe-
cial cabinet session" to discuss
these issues, labeling it a polit-
ical stunt rather than a sincere
effort to help. He challenged
the Chief Minister to show the
real fund allocations instead of
making "hollow speeches"
during election season.

The row comes at a sensi-
tive time as by-elections ap-
proach, with both parties
fighting for the support of the
influential farming communi-
ty. As the war of words inten-
sifies, local farmers remain
caught in the middle, waiting
for the life-changing compen-
sation they were promised.
For Vijayendra, the lack of
progress is clear proof that the
current administration is "an-
ti-farmer."
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Digita

off in Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA

India’s massive 2027 Census
officially began its first phase
in Chitradurga, marking a his-
toric shift toward a digital-first
headcount. District Principal
and Sessions Judge Rona Va-
sudev and Deputy Commis-
sioner T. Venkatesh inaugurat-
ed the "house-listing" process
by recording their own house-
hold details online, urging the
district’s 1.8 million residents
to follow suit.

For the first time, the gov-
ernment has opened a
"self-enumeration" window
from April 1 to April 15.
During these two weeks, citi-
zens can skip the initial pa-
perwork by visiting the offi-
cial census portal at https://
se.census.gov.in. After a sim-
ple mobile OTP verification,
residents can register details
about their home construc-
tion, water facilities, and ba-
sic amenities from the com-
fort of their smartphones or
computers.

Deputy Commissioner Ven-
katesh explained that this 15-
day digital window is de-
signed to make the process
faster and more accurate.
Once the online phase ends,
census officials will begin
door-to-door physical visits
starting April 16 to verify the
data and assist those who
could not register online. The
drive was launched simulta-
neously across all six taluks
of the district with full admin-
istrative support.

City Municipal Council
Commissioner S. Lakshmi re-
minded the public that the
census is the primary road-
map for India’s future devel-
opment and welfare planning.
She urged citizens to be cour-
teous to visiting officers and
provide precise information.
This high-tech approach aims
to make the 2027 Census the
most efficient and technolog-
ically advanced in the nation's
history, ensuring no house-
hold is left behind in the dig-
ital era.

Thousands gather for
grand ratha yatra in Magadi

MAGADI

The historic town of Magadi
was transformed into a sea of
devotion, as lakhs of pilgrims
gathered for the grand Brah-
ma Rathotsava of the re-
nowned Tirumale Sri Ranga-
nathaswamy. Drawing devo-
tees from across Karnataka
and neighboring states.

As the massive wooden
chariot began its journey, the
air resonated with thunderous
chants of "Govinda... Govin-
da..." Pilgrims lined the
streets, throwing bananas and
fragrant herbs toward the sa-
cred kalasa atop the ratha as a
mark of devotion. For this
special occasion, the deity
was adorned with a magnifi-
cent diamond-studded golden
crown, a sight that left many
spellbound.

Participating in the rituals,
MLA H.C. Balakrishna high-
lighted the temple's deep his-
torical roots, noting its signif-
icance since the era of Na-
daprabhu Kempegowda.

"This temple serves as a sa-
cred alternative for those un-
able to travel to Tirupati," the
MLA remarked. "A darshan
here is believed to grant equal
spiritual merit."

To support the growing

number of visitors, the MLA
announced that X5 crore
worth of development proj-
ects are currently under ten-
der, with a request for an ad-
ditional %5 crore for a com-
plete renovation of the temple
complex.

The 2km stretch leading to
the temple was lined with
community-organized food
centers (Annadasoha) and
buttermilk distribution points
to help devotees manage the
afternoon heat. High-profile
attendees included Nanjavad-
hoota Swamiji, former Minis-
ter H.M. Revanna, and former
MLA A. Manjunath. To man-
age the massive crowds, po-
lice enforced strict security
and organized systematic
parking at Gandhi Circle and
Tirumale Gate, ensuring the
historic event concluded
peacefully.

New rural job scheme
sparks alarm

BENGALURU

Karnataka’s Rural Develop-
ment Minister, Priyank
Kharge, raised serious alarms
as the Centre’s new rural em-
ployment scheme, VB-G
RAM G, officially replaced
the long-standing MNREGA.
The Minister criticized the
Union Government for
launching the program with-
out providing clear operation-
al guidelines, leaving states in
a state of confusion on the
very day the transition began.

Kharge highlighted several
"critical gaps" in the new sys-
tem, which stands for Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission. He
pointed out that there is cur-
rently no clarity on how funds
will be allocated or how
Gram Panchayats will be clas-
sified. Most concerning, he
noted, is that the transition is
happening during the peak
summer season—a time when
rural demand for manual la-
bor and steady wages is at its
highest.

The Minister also attacked
the structural changes of the
law, alleging they undermine
the legal rights of workers. He
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specifically called out a new
"60-day pause" in work
during agricultural seasons,
arguing it will leave millions
of laborers without any in-
come during difficult months.
Furthermore, Kharge claimed
the state’s financial burden
has jumped to 40%, calling
the move "anti-federal" and a

strain on local resources.
Under the old MNREGA,
work was a legal right, but
Kharge fears the new "sup-
ply-driven" model strips local
village councils of their au-
tonomy and decision-making
power. While the Centre
promises a transformation of
rural India, the Minister
warned that the current lack
of transparency threatens the
survival of the country’s most

vulnerable workers.

Lokayukta demands faster
action on public complaints

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Justice K.N. Phaneendra, the
Karnataka Upalokayukta, sent
a clear message to govern-
ment officials stop making
people wait. Speaking at a
special meeting at the Zilla
Panchayat hall, he warned
that stalling public applica-
tions is not just a mistake, but
a serious failure of duty that
will lead to legal trouble.

The session was held to
tackle 73 stuck cases from lo-
cal areas, including Gaurib-
idanur and Gudibanda. Most
problems involved land re-
cords and rural development.
Justice Phaneendra didn't just
talk; he took action. Most of
these long-standing issues
were settled right on the spot,
bringing instant relief to frus-
trated citizens who had been
caught in red tape.

The judge reminded the

gathered officers that their
jobs exist to serve the people,
not to create hurdles. He gave
them a simple rule: if a re-
quest comes in, check it im-
mediately. If it is your job, fix
it. If it belongs to another of-
fice, guide the person there
instead of sending them away
empty-handed.

"Citizens come to you for
their legal rights, not for a
fight," he said, urging a
change in how the govern-
ment treats the public. He
called for a fresh pledge of
honesty, insisting that gov-
ernment help must reach
those who truly need it with-
out any outside pressure or
bribery. High-ranking lead-
ers, including the Deputy
Commissioner and the Po-
lice Superintendent, attend-
ed the event to ensure these
new standards are met im-
mediately.

Drivers union demands relief from gas shortage

BENGALURU

A delegation of drivers led by
Union President S. Dadafir
met with the Karnataka State
Bioenergy Development
Board today to address the
crippling fuel crisis. Drivers
across the state are facing se-
vere financial losses as short-
ages of LPG and CNG force
them to spend days searching
for fuel instead of earning a

living.

The union submitted a for-
mal request to Chairman S.
E. Sudheendra, explaining
that many drivers can no lon-
ger support their families due
to the constant wait times at
filling stations. They urged
the government to increase
the number of gas outlets to
keep up with the rising de-
mand.

In response, Chairman
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Sudheendra assured the
group that the Chief Minister

is personally monitoring the
situation every day to restore

the supply. He shared some
hopeful news: while the state
has already ordered new bio-
diesel outlets, a proposal to
set up more gas retail stations
will be sent to the Chief Min-
ister immediately for quick
action.

The Board is also pushing
for a long-term solution
through a new bioenergy pol-
icy. This plan aims to boost
local production of biofuels

like compressed biogas,
which would prevent these
shortages from happening
again. General Secretary
Ashok and other union lead-
ers attended the meeting, ex-
pressing cautious optimism
that a permanent fix is finally
on the horizon. For thousands
of drivers, these promised
fuel stations cannot come
soon enough to save their
livelihoods.
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Software sector boosts
~ India’s GDP growth

Dr. Parameshwar highlighted India’s tech growth,
engineers’ efforts, and Al's role in responsibly boosting
development and efficiency
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Young Vijayapura
leaderjoins
BJP Party

Vijayapura
Nandu Gadgi, a young
leader and close associ-
ate of Vijayapura City
MLA Basanagouda Patil,
officially joined the BJP at
the Bagalkot BJP office.
The event was attended
by BJP state president BY.
Vijayendra, former minis-
ter Appasaheb Pat-
tanashetty, and Vijayapu-
ra City Mandal president
Sandeep Patil. Gadgi re-
ceived the party flag from
senior leaders and ex-
pressed admiration for
Prime Minister Modi and
Vijayendra’s leadership.
He pledged to work sin-
cerely for the party’s
growth in the district. BJP
leaders welcomed him
warmly, saying his joining
will strengthen the party’s
presence and engage-
ment in Vijayapura.

Vijayapura
book fair posters
released

Vijayapura
Posters for the Bijapur
Buddha, Basava, Babasa-
heb Ambedkar Book Fair
were unveiled at Durbar
High School grounds in
Vijayapura. The event is
scheduled from April 10
to 14. District Collector
Dr. Anand K. encouraged
residents, literature lov-
ers, and readers to at-
tend and support the fair.
Several members of the
May Sahitya Balaga, in-
cluding Chennu Kattima-
ni, Somu Randevi, Shiva-
raj Kattimani, and Appu
Chinagundi, were pres-
ent at the launch. Organ-
izers said the fair will
showcase a wide range
of books and aim to pro-
mote reading culture in
the district. The commu-
nity is invited to join and
celebrate literature.

TUMAKURU

The software industry plays a
major role in driving India’s
economic growth and contrib-
uting significantly to the
country’s GDP, said Karnata-
ka Home Minister and Chan-
cellor of Sahe University Dr.
G. Parameshwar.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the “IQAM” alumni
meet held at Sri Siddhartha
Institute of Engineering in
Katsandra on the outskirts of
Tumakuru.

Dr. Parameshwar said that
India is competing strongly
with developed nations main-
ly due to rapid growth in the
technology and software sec-
tor. He added that engineers
are working continuously to
turn development goals into
reality and strengthen the vi-
sion of a “strong India.”

He also highlighted the
growing influence of artificial
intelligence, stating that Al
will play a key role in shaping

the future. He said that adopt-
ing new technologies respon-
sibly will help increase effi-
ciency and development
speed across sectors.

The minister noted that gov-
ernments plan for the future
keeping the next generation in
mind, but expressed concern
that youth are increasingly get-
ting distracted. He said efforts
must be made to guide young
people back towards positive
paths, or it could affect the fu-
ture of society.

Calling alumni the “brand
ambassadors” of institutions,
he said former students play

an important role in enhanc-
ing the global reputation of
colleges. He encouraged
alumni to stay connected and
contribute ideas for the devel-
opment of their institutions
every year.

The event also saw alumni
sharing nostalgic memories of
their college days. Principal
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, coordina-
tor Rekha, and several alumni
including Navdeep Kaur,
Chandrashekhar, Chetan,
Kiran and Srinivas Murthy
attended the program along
with faculty members from
various departments.

Police hero honoured for saving life on tracks

BENGALURU

In a remarkable recognition of
bravery and quick thinking,
Sridhar Murthy has been
awarded the Good Samaritan
Award by HOSMAT Hospi-
tals for saving a man’s life on
railway tracks near RMZ Gal-
leria in Bengaluru.

The award was presented
by HOSMAT Hospitals,
known for its expertise in
trauma and emergency care,
to honour individuals who act
swiftly in life-threatening sit-
uations and help save lives
during the critical “golden
hour.”

According to officials,

Murthy was on Cheetah patrol
duty when he received a con-
trol room alert about a man
attempting suicide on the rail-
way tracks. He immediately
rushed to the spot, found the
38-year-old man in an intoxi-
cated state, and pulled him
away just minutes before an
approaching train could reach
him.

Not only did he rescue the
man, but he also provided im-
mediate counselling and emo-
tional support, ensuring the
individual’s safety and stabil-
ity after the incident.

HOSMAT Hospitals said
the award was instituted in
2001 in memory of its found-
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er Dr. Thomas Chandy to rec-
ognise citizens who show
courage and compassion in
emergency situations. The in-
stitution noted that timely in-
tervention can significantly
reduce fatalities, especially
during road and rail accidents.

Speaking at the event, Man-
aging Director Anisha
Chandy Eckardt said that sav-
ing lives is a shared responsi-
bility and praised Murthy’s
courage and empathy, calling
him an example of true public
service. The hospital also
highlighted past recipients
from different walks of life,
including police personnel,
drivers, students and public
figures who have helped save
lives during emergencies.

Murthy’s act has been
widely appreciated as a re-
minder that quick action and
humanity can make the differ-
ence between life and death in
critical moments.
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Self-enumeration open to

MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar has urged the public to
actively participate in the
self-enumeration process for
Census 2027, which has been
made available through a se-
cure online portal.

He said that citizens in the
district can complete their
census details online between
April 1 and April 15, 2026,
before the door-to-door enu-
meration begins on April 16.

The self-enumeration facil-
ity has been introduced as
part of Census 2027 to make
the process faster and more
convenient for the public.
Residents can log in to the of-
ficial website www.se.census.
gov.in and answer 33 ques-
tions related to household and
housing details.

After successful submis-
sion, a reference ID will be
generated and sent to the reg-
istered email or system portal.
This ID must be shown to the
enumerator when officials
visit homes during the physi-
cal verification process.

citizens for Census 2027
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Census 2027
introduces self-
enumeration for faster
data collection.
Residents answer 33
questions online at
www.se.census.gov.in
and receive a
reference ID for
verification

Officials explained that pro-
viding the reference ID will
help avoid repetition of ques-
tions during the survey and
will speed up the overall cen-
sus process. If the ID is not
available, enumerators will
have to collect all details
again from the beginning.
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Dr. Kumar appealed to citi-
zens to make use of this op-
portunity and complete their
self-enumeration within the
given time frame. He said that
public participation is essen-
tial for accurate data collec-
tion, which will help in plan-
ning development programs
and resource allocation.

He further stated that the
census is an important exer-
cise that supports deci-
sion-making in sectors such
as health, education, housing
and infrastructure.

The district administration
expects a large number of res-
idents to participate and con-
tribute to the success of Cen-
sus 2027 through this digital
initiative.

Hanagal MLA launches
development works in village

HANAGAL

MLA Srinivas Mane inaugu-
rated several development
projects in Kudala village,
emphasizing the state govern-
ment’s commitment to eco-
nomic security and social
welfare for citizens.

Speaking at the ground-
breaking ceremony, Mane
highlighted efforts to support
the public amid rising prices
of essential goods. He said the
government is prioritizing
universal basic income con-
cepts through various guaran-
tee schemes to provide finan-
cial stability and social pro-
tection for all.

The projects include the
construction of a CC road at a
cost of Rs. 20 lakh under the
Chief Minister’s Infrastruc-
ture Development Programme
(CMIDP) for 2025-26. Mane
noted that the taluk has al-
ready received Rs. 50 crore
under CMIDP this year, and

an additional Rs. 25 crore is
expected soon. Once the
funds are released, develop-
ment works will be carried
out based on the suggestions
of village headmen and resi-
dents, with urgent projects
given priority.

The event was attended by
several leaders, including
Block Congress President Ha-
numanthappa Maragadi,
KPCC member Talkanagow-
da Patil, and community lead-

ers Fakkiresh Mavinamard,
Suresh Soppina, Prabhu Bam-
mannavara, Mallikarjuna Kar-
jagi, Balaraj Valmiki, Veeresh
Badigera, and Shankrappa
Haravi, among others.

Officials said the initiative
aims to improve basic infra-
structure, enhance public ser-
vices, and strengthen local
development, ensuring that
the community benefits from
timely and efficient govern-
ment support.

IN THE COURT OF HON'BLE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE, AT DODDABALLAPURA.
C.Mis. No.29/2026
Petitioner : Smt. Komala Dfo Anjinamurthy, Aged about
21 vyears, Rlat Kaligere Village, Doddaballbelavangala (H),
Doddaballapura (Tg).

__NAME CHANGE § NAME CHANGE J NAME CHANGE |

| hitherto known as SYED I, ABBAS BIN YAKOOB I, NASEERUDDIN, S/o Ahmed
SALAUDDIN alias NAZEEM SYEDA, resident of No: 33, Khan, Aged About 42 Years,
PASHA, S/O PYARAJAN, 3 rd Main Road. Williams resident of No: 4, No:31 /1,
R/o- No 2 Noha Street Town, Bangalore North 3rd Floor, Limar Residency,
Hkp Road Hamza Hotel o T Dasarahalli, Bangalore —
Shivajinagar Bangalore, Bangalore — 560046. Have 560057. Have changed my

Mandya gas supply safe, no
disruption reported: Dr. Kumar

ed to inspect stocks regularly to 1 n!&.gl
prevent illegal sales. Dr. Kumar - e :
warned that any black-market s ‘

Vis
Respondent : The Thasildar, Doddaballapura
NOTICE THROUGH PUBLICATION
Whereas the above named petitioner has filed the petition
in order to seek death certificate of her grate grandmother
namely Ramakka Wo late Anjinappa who died on

MANDYA

The Deputy Commissioner of

changed my name to SYED 04.03.1985. ) )
karnataka- 560001, have ABBz S v dye officavit dated: name to NASEERUDDIN Any person or persons having any objections egarding te| | Mandya, Dr. Kumar, assured  sales would result in strict legal
. i i issuance of death certificate of her grate grandmother can 1 1 1
changed my name and ’ AHMED KHAN, vide affidavit o oy oo b o oo G, residents that the domestic gas  action.

01.04.2026, before Notary G
DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

This is to inform to General public that
my client Smt, Jabeena W/o Noorulla,
Residing at Abbihalli  Village, Thayaluru
Village Pancahayth, Thayaluru Hobali,
Mulabagal Taluk, Kolar District, T am
the Owner of the Below said Property,
while Sale Deed for taken Digital copy
shave lost following Documents of
property pertating to below Mentioned
property Situated at Abbihalli  Village,
Thayaluru Village Pancahayth, Thayaluru
Hobali, Mulabagal Taluk, Kolar
District, had published the factum of
lost of her Original Regd Sale Deed,
Dated;-24-05-2008, Regd Sale Deed
Executed by Smt, Eramma w/o Late,
Venkatappa, and his family Members,
in Favour of Smt, Jabeena W/o
Noorulla, In regd as Book No.1,Volume
No.MBL-1-00361/2008-09, IN CDNO.
MBLD 20, In regd before of the SRO
Mulabagal ,in Respect of Property Bearing
Mulabagal taluk, Thayaluru Hobali,
Dhulapalli Village Pancahayth, Abbehalli
Village, Demand Register no.23/22,
in  Measuring 30x60 Feets, police
complaint have been filed with regards
to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
no0.2134663/2026, DATED;-01-04-2026,
and complaint dated;-01-04-2026, by
respective person, if anybody finds
these Document please inform within
7 Days in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,

Date;-01-04-2026

supply in the district is running
smoothly, with no disruptions,
and the public need not worry.

Speaking at a meeting with
sales officers of HPC, BPC, and
IOC gas distribution companies
at the District Collector’s office,
Dr. Kumar emphasized that all
companies must follow govern-
ment guidelines and supply do-
mestic gas according to daily
demand.

There are 34 gas distributors
in the district. The Food Depart-
ment officials have been direct-

Agencies must prioritize ful-
filling advance bookings from
households and ensure timely
distribution. Special attention is
also required for Anganwadis,
schools, hospitals, and govern-
ment hostels to avoid disruption
of essential services.

The Deputy Commissioner
said the daily supply of domes-
tic gas is operating as usual and
urged citizens not to panic or
spread confusion.

The meeting was attended by
District Superintendent of Po-

Ancient Krishnadevaraya Era
inscriptions found in Pavagada

PAVAGADA

dated: 01.04.2026, before Notary
G DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

This is to inform to General public
that my client SriShankar T M
S/o  Munivenkatappa, Residing at
Anehalli  Village,  Kappalamadugu
Village Panchayath, Kasaba Hobali,
Mulabagalu Taluk, Kolar District, T am
the Owner of the Below said Property,
while Sale Deed for taken Digital copy
Jhave lost following Documents of
property pertating to below Mentioned
property Situated at Anehalli Village,
Kasaba Hobli, Kappalamadugu Village
Panchayath, Kasaba Hobali, Mulabagalu
Taluk, Kolar District, had published the
factum of lost of her Original Regd
Sale Deed, Dated;- 25-04-2005, Regd
Sale Deed to be executed By Sri. P
C Subramani S/o P R Chowdappa,
in favour of Sri. Narayanappa S/o
Seemappa, in Respect of Property
Bearing syno.187/6, in Measuring
0.31 Guntas, in which 0.04 Guntas, In
regd as Book No.1,Volume No.MBL-1-
00145-2005-06,CD No.MBLD6,In regd
before of the SRO Mulabagalu, police
complaint have been filed with regards
to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
n0.2134692/2026, DATED;-01-04-2026,
and complaint dated;-01-04-2026, by
respective person, if anybody finds
these Document please inform within
7 Days in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-01-04-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANILM;-9980110692

The above petition is posted on for your objections it is
hereby called upon the general public is there any objections
nor claims in respect of issuance of death certificate of
Petitioner grate grandmother they can appear before the
aforesaid date 21.04.2026 at 11 A.M before the Hon'ble
court, on the same day if the general public has not come
up with any objections the court will decided the petition in
your absence. 23.03.26
Given under my hand the seal of this court on this day
23.03.2026 March 2026 Hon'ble Additional Civil Judge
Court at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court : Shirasthedar
Chief Ministeral Officer
Prl Civil Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Sri. Renuka Prasad.S.Y, Advocate, Prakruthi Law
Associates, Near Puttaspatre, Oppo. Court Complex,
Doddaballapura

shall hereafter be known as
NAZEEM PASHA.

Document Lost

Sriranganayak S/o M.G. Guru,
resident of: Magadi Town, Tatavalu
Road, Kalagate, Bangalore South
District, in respect of the plot of
land No. 1621-55B, Vidyanagar,
Municipality Area, Magadi Town,
Bangalore South District, K.N.
Jayashankar, son of Nagarajaiah,
resident of Kalya Vvillage,
Kasaba, Hobli, Magadi taluk, has
registered a purchase deed on our
behalf, the purchase deed number
of which is B-1 4673/14-15.
245/14/47/71 The purchase deed
was lost on the way to Magadi Bus
Stand on 24-03-2026. If found,
please contact the above address
or mobile number immediately:
9980877890 or contact Advocate:
Lakshmi  Prasad,  Advocate,
Magadi, Mobile No.: 9743828060.

lice Dr. V. J. Shobharani, Depu-
ty Director of the Food Depart-
ment Pratik Hegde, and officials
from gas companies and supply
outlets across the district’s ta-
luks.

Officials reminded the public
to report any irregularities and
emphasized that authorities are
closely monitoring the situation
to maintain smooth gas distribu-
tion for all residents.

IN THE COURT OF HON'BLE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE, AT DODDABALLAPURA.
C.Mis. No.28/2026
Petitioner : Smt. Komala Djo Anjinamurthy, Aged about
21 years, Rlat Kaligere Village, Doddaballbelavangala (H),
Doddaballapura (Tg).

s
Respondent : The Thasildar, Doddaballapura

Whereas the above named petitioner has filed the petition
in order to seek death certificate of her grate grandfather
namely Anjinappa S/o late S/o late Doddaobalappa who who
died on 10.04.1980.

Any person or persons having any objections regarding the
issuance of death certificate of her grate grandfather can
file the necessary objections before the Hon'ble Court.

The above petition is posted on for your objections it is
hereby called upon the general public is there any objections
nor claims in respect of issuance of death certificate of
Petitioner grate grandfather they can appear before the
aforesaid date 21.04.2026 at 11 A.M before the Hon'ble
court, on the same day if the general public has not come
up with any objections the court will decided the petition
in your absence.

Given under my hand the seal of this court on this day....
23.3.26 March 2026 Hon'ble Additional Civil Judge Court
at Doddaballapura.

vahana era and belong to a peri-
od when the Vijayanagara Em-
pire flourished. They are be-
lieved to be donation records
linked to the Vaishnava tradition
during the rule of local leader
Jakkaraya.

The site, known as Tirumala
Devara Gadde, is believed to be
the remains of an ancient temple.
Ruins such as stone pillars, door
structures and platforms can still
be seen, though they are now cov-
ered with soil and vegetation.

Researchers said efforts are
ongoing to fully decode the in-
scriptions, as some portions have
been damaged over time. The
discovery is expected to provide
valuable insights into the history
and culture of the region.

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC, AT DODDABALLAPURA
Cri. Misc.No: 987/2025
Sri. Ramesh. R. T, Slo Late. Thimmarayappa Aged about
55 years, Rlat Rampura Village, Doddabelavangala Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
..Petitioner

Two rare stone inscriptions dat-
ing back to the reign of Krish-
nadevaraya have been discov-
ered in Doddenahally village of
Pavagada taluk, shedding light
on the region’s rich historical
past. The inscriptions were
identified by researcher H. M.
Nagaraju near a mound known
as Tirumala Devara Gadde on
the outskirts of the village. The
stones, which were partially
buried in the ground, were care-
fully examined and confirmed
as ancient inscriptions.

With the support of landown-
er R. L. Narasimhaiah and re-
tired official B. Thippeswamy,
the stones were safely lifted
and preserved. Researcher Gu-

The T'ahasildar, Doddaballapura Taluk, Doddaballapura.

...Respondent K.S.HARISH KUMAR

ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANLM;-9980110692

By Order of the Court : Shirasthedar

Chief Ministeral Officer

Prl Civil Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura

Sri. Renuka Prasad.S.Y, Advocate, Prakruthi Law

Associates, Near Puttaspatre, Oppo. Court Complex,
Doddaballapura

It is hereby informed to the general public, that the above
named petitioner has filed this petition to obtain the death
certificate of his mother Late. Channamma Wo Late.
Thimmarayappa died on 25-02-2022 in home at Rampura
Village, Doddabel la Hobali, Doddaball Taluk,
if anybody who have any objection to the above petition or

ruvepalli Narasimhulu also as-
sisted in reading and studying the
text.

The inscriptions, written in
Kannada script, contain a total of
47 lines across two stones. The
first stone has 26 lines, while the
second has 21 lines. Both stones
feature carvings of the sun and
moon at the top.

According to experts, the in-
scriptions date back to the Shali-

having any rights, claims are hereby informed to take notice of
this petition and hereby directed to appear before this Court
in person or through person or by their Advocate on 2.5.26 at
11:00 a.m. if failed to appear the above petition will be heard
and will be placed ex-parte.

Issued as per the order and seal of this Hon'ble Court, on this
day of 28-3.26

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact:; 080-41209042

By order of the Court

Chief Ministeral Officer

Prl Civil Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner : Sri. R.M. Keshavakumar,

Advocate, Mallikarjuna Complex, Near Kalyani, Opp. Civil
Court Complex, Rojipura, Doddaballapura - 561203
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Govt 'cus taxes to
boost local trade

NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs launched
a major relief plan to support
Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) units.

This new measure, effec-
tive from April 1,
2026, allows these
units to sell manu-
factured goods
within India at
significantly
lower tax rates
to combat global
trade disruptions.

Following the
Union Budget’s vi-
sion, the government is
cutting customs duties to keep
factories running. For many
products, a 20 percent tax has
been slashed to just 12.5 per-
cent. Goods previously taxed
at 30 or 40 percent will now
see rates drop to 15 or 20 per-
cent. This one-year window
aims to balance the scales for
local manufacturers while
protecting the economy.

To qualify for these cheaper

The
Central
Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs
launched a major
relief plan to support
Special Economic
Zone (SEZ)
units.

rates, units must have started
production by March 2025.
Additionally, the goods must
have at least 20 percent value
added during the manufactur-
ing process. To ensure the fo-
cus remains on international

trade, these local sales are
capped at 30 percent
of the unit’s high-
est recent export
value.

The govern-
ment has ex-
cluded certain
sensitive sectors
to protect exist-
ing domestic in-
dustries from unfair

competition. Digital sys-
tems will handle these new
tax assessments automatically
to ensure speed and transpar-
ency. Detailed guides are be-
ing released to help business-
es navigate these changes.
Officials believe this strategic
move will provide a vital
safety net for workers and
owners facing shipment de-
lays and rising costs due to
international conflicts.

THURSDAY » APRIL 2, 2026

Once known as backward now
a hub of innov: Modion Assam

PM highlights Assam’s transformation into a modern innovation hub, fueled by

BISWANATH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday said Assam is
entering a historic phase of
growth. During a massive rally
in Biswanath, he explained
how major infrastructure proj-
ects and improved connectivity
are rapidly changing the state’s
global image.

He noted that regions once
known for backwardness are
now hubs of modern progress
and innovation.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted new highways designed
to handle fighter jet landings,
calling them symbols of a mod-
ern nation. These improve-
ments in roads, bridges, and
railways are not just for travel;
they are boosting local farm-
ing, industry, and tourism while
creating thousands of jobs for
young people.

Addressing long-standing
local struggles, Modi discussed
the fight against floods and
land erosion. He announced
that while many projects are
active, another 18,000 crore
rupees is planned for future
protection measures. He also
praised the "Lakhpati Didi" ini-
tiative, which helps women
gain financial independence.
The government aims to sup-
port 40 lakh women through
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this scheme in the coming
years. The highlight of the
event was the announcement of
a massive 18,500 crore rupee
underwater tunnel beneath the
Brahmaputra River. Connect-
ing Numaligarh and Gohpur,
this tunnel will slash travel
times and link the Northeast
more effectively. As the state
prepares for Assembly elec-
tions on April 9, the Prime
Minister emphasized that these
mega-projects are the founda-
tion of a prosperous future.
This surge in development
marks a turning point for As-
sam, proving that the state is no
longer waiting for progress—it
is leading it.

‘Brahmaputra Tunnel Project to boost Northeast connectivity’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced an un-
derwater tunnel project
under the Brahmaputra
River to improve connec-
tivity in the Northeast.
The project, worth Rs
18,500 crore, will link
Gohpur and Numaligarh,
reducing travel time

and boosting transport.
Speaking at a rally in As-
sam, he said the tunnel

will create jobs and sup-
port economic growth
in the region. He added
that better infrastruc-
ture will benefit youth
and local businesses.
The Prime Minister also
highlighted welfare
schemes, saying lakhs
of families have received
permanent houses and
more will benefit soon.
He noted that many

women are becoming
financially independent
through government
programs. He further
spoke about plans to
tackle floods, improve
farming support, and
expand healthcare and
education, stressing
the government’s focus
on development and
better living standards in
Assam.

O ibcworldnews.com

UP CM
orders fast
farm relief

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath stepped in to
support farmers struggling
with sudden, unseasonal rain-
fall.

After reviewing weather
damage across several dis-
tricts, the Chief Minister or-
dered local leaders to stay on
high alert.

He made it clear that pro-
tecting the livelihood of farm-
ers is the government’s top
priority during this weather
CTiSis.

To ensure help arrives
quickly, the Chief Minister
instructed District Magistrates
to submit detailed ground re-
ports immediately. He wants
a clear picture of the chal-
lenges farmers are facing.

The Revenue and Agricul-
ture departments, along with
insurance companies, have
been told to work together on
a massive survey.

This joint effort will assess
exactly how much crop dam-
age has occurred so that com-
pensation can be paid out
without any annoying red
tape.

CM Yogi noted that rain
over the last few days has al-
ready hurt local harvests.
While some money is already
being distributed for earlier
losses, he insisted that this
new wave of relief must move
even faster.

Giving gift of knowledge the

POLICE FILE CHARGES
IN FOREIGN JOB SCAM

highest form of service: Prez

TUMAKURU

SRINAGAR However, the investiga-
tion revealed that Malik
never intended to provide a
job. He kept the cash and
failed to return the victim's
personal papers. During po-
lice questioning, Malik ad-
mitted to taking the money
but could not fulfill his
promise. He further con-
fessed that he had lost the
victim's passport, leading
authorities to add charges
for the destruction of evi-
dence.

The Special Crime Wing

The Jammu and Kashmir
Crime Branch has officially
filed a charge sheet against
a man accused of running a
fake overseas job agency.
The legal move follows an
investigation into Farhat
Abbas Malik, who alleged-
ly operated a fraudulent
consultancy called "Fly
High Business Consultant."

The case began when a
man, who had lost his job
during the COVID-19 pan-

demic, sought employment
abroad to support his fami-
ly. He contacted Malik,
who promised him a
high-paying international
position. Trusting the con-
sultant, the victim handed
over a large sum of money
and his original documents,
including his passport.

of Srinagar handled the
complex probe, as these
specialized teams focus on
high-profile fraud while
regular police manage se-
curity. Malik’s request for
bail was recently rejected
by the court, and he re-
mains in custody at the
Central Jail in Srinagar.

President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
lauded late Sri Sri Shivakumara Mahaswa-
miji of Siddaganga Mutt as a man who
lived his life in service of the poor and un-
derprivileged.

Participating in the 119th birth anniver-
sary celebration of Shivakumara Mahaswa-
miji and Guruvandana Mahothsava at the
Siddaganga Mutt, Murmu said although the
beloved saint passed away in 2019, his
spirit continues to nourish the nation.

She highlighted how his work trans-
formed spirituality into practical welfare.
The President specifically thanked the
Math for continuing his legacy by offering
education to thousands of students, ranging
from primary school to advanced engineer-
ing and management degrees.

The President emphasized that giving the
gift of knowledge is the highest form of
service. By educating children from rural
and marginalized backgrounds, the Math is
building a fairer and more inclusive society.
She also pointed out that the Sree Sid-
dha-Ganga Hospital provides vital health-
care to the public, proving that religion and
social work can go hand in hand.

Dhami pays last respect to ex-Army
ofticer killed by stray bullet

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami visited the
home of retired Brigadier VK
Joshi on Tuesday to pay his final
respects.

The military veteran was trag-
ically killed on Monday morning
after being struck by a stray bul-
let during a violent shootout be-
tween two groups in Dehradun.

The incident occurred in the
Rajpur area while the Brigadier
was out for a morning walk. An
argument between people in two
separate vehicles escalated into a
firing exchange, and the innocent

veteran was caught in the cross-
fire. Despite being rushed to a
nearby hospital, he later suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

CM Dhami met with the griev-
ing family to offer his condo-
lences and promised that the cul-
prits would face the harshest
possible punishment. "The safety
of the public is our top priority,"
the Chief Minister stated. He an-
nounced the launch of "Opera-
tion Strike," a new police initia-
tive aimed at removing violent
elements from the state. He
warned that anyone tampering
with law and order would not be
spared.

The tragedy has sparked a po-
litical heated debate. Opposition
leaders, including Rahul Gandhi,
criticized the government, claim-
ing the incident reflects a col-
lapse of public safety.

They argued that those who
defended the nation’s borders
should feel safe in their own
neighborhoods. In response, state
officials emphasized their com-
mitment to restoring peace.

The community remains in
shock as they mourn a hero
whose life was cut short by a
senseless act of street violence.
Justice, the Chief Minister in-
sists, will be swift.

Kidney recipient’s health crisis sheds
light on organ trafficking ring

KANPUR

A woman who received a kidney
in an illegal transplant ring is now
fighting for her life. Doctors in
Kanpur reported yesterday that the
patient’s condition has worsened
significantly, leading to urgent
calls for her transfer to a special-
ized hospital.

Medical experts discovered
alarming health signs during a re-
cent checkup. Chief Medical Su-
perintendent Saurabh Agrawal
revealed that the woman is suffer-

in hemoglobin levels. High infec-
tion markers and rising creatinine
values suggest her body may be
rejecting the new organ.

"We must act now to save both
the patient and the kidney,"
Agrawal stated, noting that only
authorized transplant centers have
the tools to handle such serious
complications.

The case has exposed a dark
criminal network operating out of
Medlife Hospital in the Kalyan-
pur area. Police have already ar-
rested six people, including hos-

names linked to the organ traf-
ficking ring.

The donor, an MBA student, told
a heartbreaking story of being lured
into the deal. Facing extreme finan-
cial pressure and unable to pay his
college fees, he agreed to sell his
kidney under false promises. This
scandal has put the local healthcare
system under intense pressure to
explain how such a dangerous pro-
cedure happened without approval.
As the investigation deepens, the
focus remains on the victim’s sur-
vival. Her case serves as a grim

Vijayendra challenges CM to public debate

BENGALURU for a "white paper"—a clear, factual
report on the state's economy. While
the Chief Minister argues that the
official State Budget is transparent
enough, Vijayendra claims the bud-
get is merely a cover-up for a grow-
ing debt trap. He alleged that Kar-
nataka’s total debt has now crossed
8.14 lakh crore rupees, with interest
payments alone costing 48,000
crore rupees this year.

Vijayendra raised several red
flags, claiming the treasury is so
empty that even freedom fighters
are facing pension delays. He also
accused the government of divert-

ing funds meant for marginalized
communities to pay for popular
"guarantee" schemes. Furthermore,
he highlighted a massive unemploy-
ment crisis, stating that nearly 2.85
lakh government jobs remain vacant
while young people protest in the
streets for opportunities.

From unpaid guest lecturers to
unfulfilled promises for farmers, the
BJP leader painted a picture of fi-
nancial mismanagement. Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah dismissed
these claims as "political frustra-
tion," maintaining that the state's
finances are secure.

Karnataka’s political atmosphere
heated up as BJP State President
B.Y. Vijayendra challenged Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to a dis-
trict-wide tour.

This bold move follows a tense
back-and-forth regarding the state’s
financial health. Vijayendra urged
the Chief Minister to step onto a
public platform in every district to
discuss who has truly benefited
from the government’s current
schemes.

The dispute centers on a demand

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKET COMMITTEE SIRSI

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY

SI.No / APMC/ SIRSI/ DEV/624/2025-26 Date: 31-03-2026

Under the Annual Action Plan of Sirsi Agricultural Produce Market
Committee for the year 2025-26, item-wise tender prices in double-
envelope system for below given INDENT work have been invited
from eligible contractors registered by the Public Works Department
on the KPPP portal. Standard Tendering Document KW-3
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Eligible contractors can submit tenders.
For more information, please visit the above website and during office
hours.

Tender Indent No.: APMC/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT835/CALL 2,
Amount put Tender (Excluding GST): 84,78,214-59, Last date and time for
receiptoftender: Date: 22-04-2026 Time : 4.00 PM.

Sd/-Secretary,
APMC, Sirsi
DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/01/26-27 dt. 01.04.2026

Sd/- Administrator,
APMC, Sirsi

Re-call E-Tendar Notification

Office of the Chief Engineer (D&Q.A), 9th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bengaluru-560 009

AND SEWERAGE BOARD

INVITATION FOR TENDER (Call-2)
(only through KPP-Portal)
BWSSB invites Tenders from Registered Contractors for the following works.

Amount put to Last date & time [ Date & Time
Division IFT Number Tender for Submission | for Opening
EMD Amount of Tender of Tender
BWSS.B/EE Rs. 8,78,091/- |  09.04.2026 10.04.2026
Buildings (Buildings)/ Upto after
PB/4786/2025-26 4.00 PM 4.00 PV
Date: 10.03.2026 Rs. 22,000/- D R

Sd/- Executive Engineer (Buildings)

Rural Drinking Water & Sanitation
Department, Kolar

The details regarding the tender & participation in the e-Procurement
portal process can be obtained by logging on to https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in For further details contact the above signed
office during working hours.

DIPR/DD-C.P/12/KSMCA/2026-27

KPPP Short term Tender Notification No:15/
2025-26, Dated: 26.03.2026

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, Rural Drinking Water
& Sanitation Department invites tender for the scheme
approved under Jal Jeevan Mission(Functional household
tap connection) 2022-23 of Kolar District, ltem rate tenders
by two cover system through KPP portal. Those who have
registered in PWD/CPWD (Government of Karnataka) are
eligible in participation of tendering for more details visit
website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Last date for online
submission of Bid is 28.04.2026 upto 17.30 hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, RDW&S Division, Kolar
DIPR/KOLAR/R.O NO:04/KSMCA/2026-27

V-TERTTTDOL® LORT® Tgeard

Govt.of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Division Vijayapur
Tel.N0:08352-277941, E-mail: eerdwsd.bjp@gmail.com

No:EE/RDWSD/VIP/KPPP/Tender/2025-26/1868
Dated:27.03.2026

On behalf of Governor of Govt. of Karnataka Executive
Engineer, Rural Drinking water and sanitation division,
Vijayapur has invited tender through KPPP Portal for JJIM
FHTC & MVS O&M head of accounts as follows.

Two Cover : 02 Works

Last date for submission of online tender through KPPP
Portal is 22.04.2026 at 5.30 PM. Date of Pre Bid Meeting
21.04.2026, Date of opening of Technical bid is 23.04.2026
after 5.30 PM. Date of Opening of Financial bid is 24.04.2026
at 11.00 AM. (or after Technical bid evaluation)

More details can be have from the office of the undersigned
and also through www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
RDWA&S Division,
Vijayapur

KPPP PORTAL TENDER NOTIFICATION

BOOF T BT
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Donation law triggers
sharp political clash
nationwide

NEW DELHI
Anew law on foreign do-
nations has sparked a
strong political debate in
India. Priyank Kanoongo
accused Opposition lead-
ers of supporting groups
misusing foreign funds,
saying NGOs should rely
on domestic support. He
backed the government’s
move to regulate funding.
Meanwhile, Opposition
parties called the law un-
democratic and harsh.
They warned it could al-
low authorities to seize
properties of NGOs if li-
cences lapse. Leaders like
Manish Tewari said it may
harm charities providing
healthcare and education
in remote areas. Critics
fear even small errors
could lead to strict action,
raising concerns over the
future of social work.

Sarma targets
JMM, raises outsider
issue

GUWAHATI
Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma said
voters in the state do not
support “outsider” parties,
targeting the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha during an
election campaign. He re-
marked that the party’s
identity does not connect
with Assam’s people. Sar-
ma also criticised the Con-
gress for mentioning sing-
er Zubeen Garg in its man-
ifesto, calling it inappropri-
ate to involve cultural fig-
ures in politics. He urged
the party to remove such
references. As elections
near, political exchanges
have intensified across the
state. Sarma expressed
confidence that the BJP
will secure a strong man-
date based on its develop-
ment agenda and grass-
roots support.

Govt assures
adequate seed stock
for Kharif season

NEW DELHI
The government said In-
dia has sufficient seed
stock for the upcoming
Kharif season despite
global supply disruptions
caused by the West Asia
crisis. Additional Secre-
tary of Agriculture and
Farmer Welfare, Maninder
Kaur Dwivedi, stated that
the country’s self-reliant
seed system, supported
by ICAR, public, and pri-
vate sectors, ensures
steady supply. For Kharif
2026, seed availability
stands at 185.74 lakh
quintals, exceeding the
required 166.46 lakh quin-
tals. Rabi season seed in-
puts are also in place.
Wholesale prices of key
crops like tomato, onion,
and potato are stabilising.
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
emphasised timely fertil-
iser availability.
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Mizoram starts NE’s first

igital population census

This marks a major shift in how the nation collects data, moving from
paper forms to a modern online portal

AIZAWL

Mizoram made history by be-
coming the first state in
Northeast India to launch the
digital Census 2027.

Chief Minister Lalduhoma
officially kicked off the cam-
paign by completing his own
"self-enumeration" at his res-
idence. This marks a major
shift in how the nation col-
lects data, moving from paper
forms to a modern online por-
tal.

The process is divided into
two parts. The first phase,
which focuses on listing hous-
es and living conditions, be-
gan today. The second phase,
which counts the actual pop-
ulation, is set for February
2027. For the first time, citi-
zens can log in to a secure
website using their mobile
phones to submit their own
household details. This

"self-enumeration" window
will stay open until April 15,

after which officials will visit
homes to verify the data.

Senior leaders, including
the Home Minister and PWD
Minister, joined the Chief
Minister in using the new dig-
ital system. Officials from the
Aizawl Municipal Corpora-
tion helped facilitate the pro-
cess to ensure accuracy. When
a resident finishes their online
form, they receive a unique
ID number to share with vis-
iting census workers later this
month.

The state government is en-
couraging everyone to partic-
ipate digitally, noting that it
allows families to provide
information at their own con-
venience. By leading the way
in the Northeast, Mizoram
aims to make the census fast-
er, more accurate, and more
environment-friendly. This
high-tech approach is expect-
ed to set a new standard for
data collection across the en-
tire country.

Political parties split over 2027 census details

India’s 2027 Census offi-
cially kicked off, sparking
a heated debate among
political leaders over
how the data should be
collected.

While the BJP and PDP
emphasized the im-
portance of the count
for future planning, the
Congress Party issued

a strong demand to
include Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in the
national tally.

The Census will occur in
two stages, starting with
house listing this month
and ending with a full
population count in Feb-
ruary 2027. Government
officials explained that
this new data is vital be-
cause current policies are
still based on the outdat-
ed 2011 Census. Leaders
from Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh noted that
an accurate headcount
is the only way to ensure
that welfare schemes
actually reach the mil-
lions of people who need
them today.In Bihar, BJP
President Sanjay Saraogi
praised Prime Minister

Modi’s leadership for
introducing a digitalized
system and including
caste details in the sec-
ond phase. Meanwhile,
PDP leaders argued that
a thorough census would
ensure that no single
section of society is
prioritized over others in
jobs and education. They
believe equal opportuni-
ties can only be created
once the government has
a clear picture of every
community.

However, the Congress
Party remains vocal
about its concerns.
Senior leader V. Hanu-
mantha Rao argued

that while Scheduled
Castes and Tribes are
being counted, the OBC
community must also be
specifically included to
ensure total transparen-
cy. As the count moves
across different states
throughout 2026, the
government maintains
that this massive digital
undertaking will finally
provide the "honest
account" needed for a
modern India.
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deadly Bihar stampede

PATNA

Authorities in Bihar launched
a major crackdown following
a tragic stampede at the
Sheetla Mata Temple in Na-
landa district.

Police have arrested four
priests and filed a criminal
case against 40 individuals
after the disaster claimed the
lives of nine devotees and left
many others injured.

The tragedy occurred on
Tuesday in Madhada village,
just as the region was hosting
high-profile visitors. Prelimi-
nary investigations by the
Deepnagar police suggest that
extreme negligence and a to-
tal lack of crowd management
led to the chaos. An official
FIR has been registered
against 20 named suspects
and 20 unidentified people as
raids continue to find those
responsible for the safety
lapse.

The incident has sparked
nationwide grief. President
Droupadi Murmu, who was in
Nalanda for a university con-
vocation on the day of the

Cops also filed a criminal
case against 40 people
after the disaster claimed
the lives of nine devotees
and left dozens injured.

crush, expressed her deep dis-
tress over the loss of life. Vice
President C.P. Radhakrishnan
also offered his sympathies,
echoing the public's anger
over the lack of safety proto-
cols at religious gatherings.
To support the grieving
families, Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar announced a pay-
ment of 6 lakh rupees for each
victim's kin. The Central
Government added another 2
lakh rupees for the families of
the deceased and 50,000 ru-
pees for those recovering in
hospitals. While the adminis-
tration provides medical aid,
the community remains in
mourning, demanding stricter
rules to prevent such a trage-
dy from happening again.
This investigation serves as a
grim warning to temple au-
thorities across the country
regarding public safety.

Delhi police bust illegal
gas cylinder racket

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police Crime
Branch shut down a dan-
gerous illegal gas refilling
operation in the Dabri
area.

Acting on a secret tip, a
specialized team raided a
shop in Seetapuri, where
they discovered a massive
hoard of unauthorized
LPG cylinders being sold
at black-market prices.

During the raid, officers
seized 17 domestic cylin-
ders from major compa-
nies, including Indane,
Bharat Petroleum, and HP.

The shop owner,
61-year-old Mohan Lal
Garg, was caught
red-handed refilling cylin-
ders and selling the gas for
a staggering 200 rupees
per kilogram.

Officials say he was ex-
ploiting local residents by
creating an artificial short-
age to drive up his own
illegal profits.

The operation was led
by a dedicated team of in-
spectors and sub-inspec-

tors under the direction of
the Crime Branch. They
found that Garg had been
hiding the cylinders inside
his shop, disguised as reg-
ular business stock to
avoid getting caught.

By refilling these tanks
without any safety per-
mits, he was not only
breaking the law but also
risking a deadly explosion
in the crowded neighbor-
hood.

Food Supply officials
were called to the scene
immediately to document
the violations. The police
have now registered a for-
mal case under the Essen-
tial Commodities Act and
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita.

This crackdown is part
of a larger effort by Delhi
authorities to stop hoard-
ers from cheating honest
consumers.

Police officials prom-
ised that more raids are
coming to ensure that es-
sential items like cooking
gas remain available and
affordable for everyone.

GUJARAT-ODISHA BOND

New rules for plastic help clean India

NEW DELHI

India took a massive step to-
ward a cleaner future as new
laws mandating recycled
plastic in food packaging of-
ficially began. Starting this
Wednesday, brands are now
required to ensure their food-
grade containers consist of at
least 40 percent recycled ma-
terial.

The Association of PET
Recyclers (APR) Bharat
hailed the move as a major
victory for the "circular
economy." According to Di-
rector General Goutham Jain,
these guidelines will reduce
the nation's reliance on ex-
pensive, imported "virgin"

plastic. By using recycled
PET (rPET), India can pro-
tect itself from global supply
chain issues while keeping
plastic waste out of the envi-
ronment.

To support this shift, the
food safety regulator, FSSAI,
recently approved 17 high-

tech recycling plants across
the country. These facilities
use advanced technology that
meets strict international
safety standards from Europe
and the United States. To-
gether, they have the power
to produce 300,000 tonnes of
recycled plastic, which is

enough to handle nearly half
of the country’s bottling
needs.

The government’s plan is
ambitious but flexible. While
companies must aim for high
targets, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment is allowing firms to
carry forward any shortfalls
over the next three years.
This ensures businesses have
time to adjust without failing.
Looking ahead, the law re-
quires the amount of recycled
content to increase by 10 per-
cent every year, reaching a
goal of 60 percent by 2029.
This policy marks a signifi-
cant milestone in India’s
journey to turn plastic waste
into a valuable resource.

Bhopal police arrest killer
after short encounter

BHOPAL

Local police arrested the prime
suspect in a brutal murder fol-
lowing a high-stakes encoun-
ter in the Ratibad area.

The accused, identified as
Arif (alias "Bom"), had been
on the run since Sunday night
after allegedly stabbing a
35-year-old tea shop owner,
Vijay Mewada, during a minor
argument. The capture hap-
pened on the outskirts of the
city, where Arif sustained inju-
ries during a brief shootout
with officers. He is currently
under heavy guard at Hamidia
Hospital. This arrest follows
days of rising tension in Bho-
pal, where protesters and right-
wing groups blocked roads and
demanded the death penalty for
the killers. Police were forced
to use water cannons to stop a

massive march toward Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav’s resi-
dence. The violence began
when Mewada was heading
home after closing his shop. He
reportedly stepped in to stop
the accused from using abusive
language toward his workers.
In response, Arif allegedly
stabbed him eight times. While
two other suspects were caught
earlier, the delay in arresting
the main killer sparked public
outrage and a stern warning
from State Minister Vishwas
Sarang. The government has
promised to take "strict action,"
including the possible demoli-
tion of illegal properties linked
to the attackers. To support the
victim’s grieving family, Min-
ister Sarang announced that the
state would cover the education
of Mewada’s two daughters and
provide a job for his widow.

MAJHI THANKS MODI FOR UTKAL GREETINGS

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi expressed deep
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his heart-
felt Utkal Divas wishes.

In a warm response, the
Chief Minister noted that the
Prime Minister’s recognition
of Odisha’s glorious history
and spiritual heritage has res-
onated deeply with every per-
son across the state.

Majhi highlighted the
unique cultural bond between
Gujarat and Odisha, pointing

to their shared legacy of Sun
Temples and the sacred Rath
Yatra tradition. He specifical-
ly mentioned the Prime Min-
ister’s personal participation
in the Pahandi ritual in
Ahmedabad as a symbol of
national unity. This connec-
tion, Majhi said, serves as a
constant source of inspiration
for the people of Odisha.
The Chief Minister also
praised the Central Govern-
ment’s massive financial sup-
port, including a record
10,600 crore rupees allocated
for railways in the 2025-26

budget. This investment,
alongside new port projects,
is expected to transform Odi-
sha into a top industrial and

maritime hub. Majhi thanked
the Prime Minister for sup-
porting women’s empower-
ment through schemes like

Subhadra Yojana, which helps
local sisters become financial-
ly independent.

As Odisha approaches its
100th anniversary as a distinct
state, the government remains
committed to the vision of a
“Developed Odisha.” Majhi
emphasized that protecting
Odia identity, language, and
culture is the foundation of
his leadership. With the bless-
ings of Lord Jagannath, he
vowed to work in full partner-
ship with the Union Govern-
ment to bring new prosperity
to the region and its citizens.

Sanghavi honours
workers, farmer families

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Harsh Sanghavi led a
heart-warming ceremony to
support both the workforce
and the farming community.

During the event in Gand-
hinagar, five different-
ly-abled employees received
permanent job appointments
at a state-run cooperative
bank, while grieving families
of deceased farmers were
handed essential insurance
checks.

The Gujarat State Co-op-
erative Agriculture and Rural
Development Bank orga-
nized the program to
highlight its com-
mitment to social
welfare.

The five newly
permanent staff
members, hailing
from branches in
Junagadh, Morbi,
and other regions,
were officially welcomed af-
ter successfully completing
their probation. Sanghavi
personally handed over their
orders, praising their dedica-
tion and wishing them bright
futures in the cooperative
sector.

A major focus of the day
was providing a financial
safety net for rural house-
holds.

The Deputy Chief Minister
distributed accident insur-
ance payouts to the heirs of
three farmers.

One family received 11
lakh rupees, while two oth-
ers received five lakh rupees

Inclusive Support for
Workers and Farmers

In Gandhinagar, Harsh
Sanghavi led a welfare
event where five differ-
ently-abled staff se-
cured permanent bank
jobs. Families of three
deceased farmers
received insurance aid
up to 11 lakh, reinforc-
ing financial security
and highlighting the
cooperative bank’s
commitment to social
and rural support.

each. Sanghavi

noted that this

money is intended

to provide long-

term security for

families facing sud-
den loss.

The bank currently pro-
vides up to 11 lakh rupees in
coverage for every farmer
who takes a loan, with the
institution paying the full in-
surance premium.

Bank Chairman Dolar Ko-
techa explained that these
efforts aim to create a more
inclusive and supportive en-
vironment for everyone in-
volved in the state's agricul-
tural economy.

Held as part of a national
governance celebration, the
event underscored a dual
mission: empowering the
disabled and protecting the
backbone of India’s villages.
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Growing custodial
tortureinPak exposes
institutional failure

Islamabad
Pakistan’s continued cus-
todial torture reflects
grave institutional failure,
particularly the lack of
adequate training of po-
lice forces in modern in-
vestigative technigues,
like forensic analysis and
evidence-based interro-
gation methods, a report
mentioned. As per Paki-
stan’s ‘Business Recorder’,
weak oversight mecha-
nisms and a culture of im-
punity frequently under-
mined accountability, al-
lowing normalisation of
abusive practices when
officers believe they can
act without conse-
guences. The tragic
death of a suspectin
police custody is yet an-
other grim reminder of
the widening gap .

Indian envoy presents
Letter of Credence to
NZ Governor-General

Wellington
India’s High Commission-
er to New Zealand Muan-
puii Saiawi presented her

Letter of Credence to
New Zealand Gover-
nor-General Dame Cindy
Kiro on Wednesday who
conveyed her best wishes
to the Indian diplomat for
her new assignment. The
presentation of creden-
tials ceremony started
with a traditional Maori
welcome. High Commis-
sioner Ms. Muanpuii Saia-
wi presented her Letter of
Credence toH.E. The
Right Hon’ble Dame Cin-
dy Kiro, Governor-General
of New Zealand who con-
veyed her best wishes for
assignment. The pres-
entation of credentials
ceremony commenced
with traditional Maori
welcome.

People protest
in Karachi over
forced marriages

Islamabad
Christian groups and
rights activists staged a
protest in Pakistan’s Ka-
rachi, expressing deep
concern over what they
described as a rising wave
of forced marriages and
religious conversions in-
volving minor girls from
their community across
the country, a leading mi-
nority rights group said on
Wednesday. According to
the Voice of Pakistan Mi-
nority, the demonstration,
organised by the National
Christian Party, Gawahi
Mission Trust, and other
civil society groups on
March 29, brought to-
gether families and faith
leaders from across
Karachi.
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Global oil supply risks raise amid Iran war

The International Energy Agency (IEA) has warned that global oil supplies could face disruptions twice as severe
this month compared to March, highlighting growing concerns over the ongoing conflict involving Iran

Aus PM warns of prolonged economic impact

WASHINGTON

The warning from the IEA
underscores the urgent need
to resolve the conflict, as sup-
ply chain disruptions threaten
to destabilise global oil mar-
kets.

Donald Trump, President of
the United States, indicated
that the situation could be re-
solved in the coming weeks,
even without a formal agree-
ment. However, his state-
ments have been marked by
mixed signals, reflecting a
shifting stance on the issue.

Trump suggested that the
United States might withdraw
from the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) if
European allies fail to take
stronger action against Iran,
particularly regarding its al-
leged threat to block the stra-
tegically vital Strait of Hor-
muz. The strait is a key global
shipping route for oil, and any
disruption there could signifi-
cantly impact international
energy supplies and prices.

In remarks to British media,
Trump expressed skepticism
about NATO’s effectiveness,

stating that he had long
doubted the alliance’s
strength. He also referenced
Vladimir Putin, claiming that
the Russian leader shared
similar views about NATO’s
capabilities.

Despite the heightened
rhetoric, Trump maintained
that the United States could
soon disengage from what it
has termed Operation Epic
Fury. Speaking to reporters,
he suggested a possible time-
line of within two to three
weeks for ending U.S. in-
volvement in the conflict. He
also indicated that a diplomat-
ic agreement with Iran may

not be necessary for such a
withdrawal.

The ongoing conflict has
already resulted in significant
casualties and widespread in-
stability across the region,
while also causing unprece-
dented disruptions in energy
markets. Analysts warn that
continued uncertainty and in-
consistent policy signals from
Washington could further ex-
acerbate volatility in global
oil prices and supply chains.

The situation remains fluid,
with global stakeholders
closely monitoring develop-
ments as the risk to energy
security intensifies.

SYDNEY

Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese has
warned that the economic
fallout from the ongoing Mid-
dle East conflict will be felt
for months, as rising fuel pric-
es and supply disruptions be-
gin to impact households
across the country.

In a rare national address
broadcast simultaneously
across major television and
radio networks, Albanese
highlighted the severity of the
situation, drawing compari-
sons to previous emergency
communications during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
2008 global financial crisis.
The Prime Minister stressed
that although Australia is not
directly involved in the con-
flict, its economic conse-
quences are being felt nation-
wide.

Australia, which relies on
imports for nearly 90 percent
of its fuel needs, has been
particularly vulnerable to

global supply disruptions. The
ongoing conflict involving the
United States, Israel, and Iran,
along with the blockade of the
strategically critical Strait of
Hormuz, has led to a sharp
surge in petrol and diesel pric-
es. In some areas, localised
fuel shortages have also been
reported, further intensifying
public concern.

Albanese acknowledged the
strain on households, stating
that the war has triggered
what he described as the larg-
est spike in fuel prices in his-
tory. He noted that while Aus-
tralia remains a non-partici-
pant in the conflict, citizens
are indirectly bearing the fi-
nancial burden through higher
transportation and energy
costs.

The economic shocks

caused by this war will be
with us for months, Albanese
said, urging Australians to re-
main cautious and coopera-
tive during this period of un-
certainty. He appealed to citi-
zens to take practical steps to
reduce pressure on fuel sup-
plies, including avoiding pan-
ic buying or stockpiling fuel
ahead of the Easter holidays.

The Prime Minister also en-
couraged greater use of public
transport as a way to conserve
fuel and manage demand
more effectively. His appeal
comes at a time when many
Australians are preparing for
increased travel during the
holiday period.

The address underscores
the broader global impact of
geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East, with countries
far removed from the conflict
still facing significant eco-
nomic repercussions. Analysts
warn that continued instabili-
ty could prolong supply dis-
ruptions and keep fuel prices
elevated in the near term.

Bolsonaro gains momentum

BRASILIA

Since launching his candidacy
last year, Flavio Bolsonaro
has focused heavily on inter-
national outreach, meeting
conservative allies abroad
while maintaining close con-
tact with his father, former
President Jair Bolsonaro.

The ex-president is current-
ly serving a sentence in Brasilia
over his alleged involvement in
a failed coup attempt. Despite
this backdrop, his popularity
has surged significantly in re-
cent months.

Opinion polls simulating a
potential contest show Bol-
sonaro drawing level with in-
cumbent President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva. Lula, an
80-year-old leftist leader, is
facing mounting challenges,
including a slowing economy
and a banking scandal that
has unsettled the political cli-
mate in Brasilia. These factors
appear to have contributed to
the narrowing gap between

r

the two leaders.

Sources close to Bolsonaro
indicate that his growing mo-
mentum has given him addi-
tional flexibility in shaping his
campaign strategy. By aligning
his platform broadly with his
father’s political approach, he
has managed to consolidate
support among right-wing vot-
ers while buying time to refine
his economic agenda and build
a broader coalition.

The announcement of his
economic advisory team, ini-
tially expected in May, may
now be postponed further.

in Presidential race

Earlier, in December, aides
had suggested that Bolsonaro
might unveil his economic
program by February in an
effort to reassure business
communities. However, with
his improved standing in the
polls, the urgency to present
detailed policy frameworks
appears to have diminished.
Political analysts note that
while the delay could allow
for a more carefully con-
structed policy platform, it
may also raise questions
about preparedness as the
election draws closer.

Pak PM’s aide spotted with Hafiz Saeed’s son Talha

LAHORE

Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s close aide, Rana
Sanaullah, has brought the
spotlight back to the known-
but-denied nexus between
Pakistan’s political leadership
and terror outfits after he was
spotted with Talha Saeed, son
of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
founder Hafiz Saced, at a
wedding in Faisalabad. A
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photograph of Rana Sanaullah
with Talha Saeed has been
widely shared on social media
and has gone viral.

In the photograph, Sanaullah,
who is PM Shehbaz Sharif’s
Adviser on Political Affairs, is
seen greeting and shaking
hands with Talha Saced.

The photograph reveals how
individuals associated with ter-
ror outfits continue to remain
openly visible and flaunt their

influence despite global sanc-
tions. Talha is the son of Hafiz
Saeed, the mastermind behind
the 2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks. Both Hafez and Talha
have been sanctioned by In-
dia, the US, and the United
Nations Security Council.

Saeed is officially serving a
prison sentence in Pakistan
but has often been reported
to move freely within the
country.

Iran war: Russia alerts citizens about travel

MOSCOW

Russia is warning its citizens
not to travel to countries that
have extradition treaties with
the United States, Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria

Zakharova said on Wednes-
day. Zakharova told reporters
that the warning was in re-
sponse to more than 100 cases
where Russians had been ar-
rested abroad at the demand
of the US.

Mangione seeks delay
in Federal trial over
overlapping murder case

NEW YORK

Mangione, 27, is currently
facing federal charges in-
cluding stalking in connec-
tion with the December 4,
2024 killing of Brian
Thompson, the chief exec-
utive of UnitedHealthcare.

According to court
schedules, in-person jury
selection for the federal tri-
al is set to begin on Sep-
tember 8, with opening
statements expected on Oc-
tober 13.

However, Mangione’s le-
gal team has requested that
the federal proceedings be
postponed until January.
The request comes as he is
also facing a separate trial
on New York state murder
charges, which is scheduled
to begin on June 8. His
lawyers argue that prepar-
ing for two complex and
high-stakes trials simulta-
neously would significantly
hinder his ability to mount
an effective defense.

In a letter dated March
18 addressed to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Margaret Gar-
nett, Mangione’s attorneys
emphasized the challenges
posed by the overlapping
timelines. They stated that

S

the defendant is being
forced to divide his atten-
tion and resources between
two serious legal battles,
both of which carry severe
consequences.

Prosecutors from the
Manhattan U.S. Attorney’s
Office have opposed the
request, arguing that the
current schedule should re-
main unchanged. They
maintain that there is no
sufficient justification to
delay jury selection or
opening statements in the
federal case.

The case continues to at-
tract public and legal scru-
tiny as it unfolds, with the
court expected to weigh the
arguments from both sides
before making a decision
on the trial timeline. The
outcome of this hearing
could have a significant im-
pact on how the proceed-
ings move forward in both
the federal and state cases.

Israeli death
penalty law sparks
fear among
Palestinians

JERUSALEM

Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank have expressed
deep concern following the
passage of a controversial
new law in Israel that makes
the death penalty the default
sentence for Palestinians con-
victed of lethal attacks.

The legislation has trig-
gered fears about due process
and potential human rights
violations.

The law, recently passed by
Israel’s lawmakers, mandates
capital punishment—specifi-
cally execution by hanging—
for individuals found guilty of
carrying out attacks deemed
to threaten the state’s exis-
tence.

While the law technically
applies to all citizens, critics
argue that its wording makes
it highly unlikely to be en-
forced against Jewish Israelis,
raising concerns about un-
equal application.

Palestinian families in the
West Bank have voiced alarm
that their detained relatives
could face execution without
adequate legal safeguards.
Many fear that the law could
bypass established norms of
due process, particularly in
cases involving politically
sensitive charges.

Paris attack: France probes pro-Iranian group

PARIS

French authorities are investi-
gating a suspected link be-
tween a pro-Iranian group and
a foiled attack targeting a ma-
jor U.S. bank’s office in Paris.
While officials have pointed
to the group known as HAY]I,
they have emphasized that the
connection has not yet been
formally confirmed.

The anti-terrorism prosecu-

A MOVING MOMENT

tor in France stated that the
group Harakat Ashab al-Yam-
in al-Islamiyya, also referred
to as HAYI, is suspected of
involvement in the attempted
attack on the Paris offices of
Bank of America. The incident,
which was successfully pre-
vented on March 28, is now
under detailed investigation.
According to officials, the
group had released a propa-
ganda video on March 23 tar-

geting Jewish interests and
communities across France
and Europe. The video report-
edly mentioned the bank’s
headquarters located in Par-
is’s 8th district, raising con-
cerns about a potential pre-
meditated plan.

Authorities noted similari-
ties between this attempted
attack and other operations
carried out in several Europe-
an countries.

Evacuated Gaza infants reunite with families

GAZA

In an emotional and
long-awaited reunion, 11 chil-
dren who were evacuated as
premature infants from Gaza
during the early stages of the
conflict have finally returned
to their families.

The reunions, facilitated by
the United Nations, mark a
deeply moving moment for
families separated by war and
displacement.

The children were among
29 premature babies evacuat-
ed from the neonatal intensive
care unit at Al Shifa Hospital

was using the facility for mil-
itary purposes. With the situ-
ation deteriorating rapidly, the

amid allegations that Hamas

Due to the ongoing conflict
and the closure of the Ga-
za-Egypt border, the babies
were allowed to travel only

them, leading to a prolonged
and painful separation that
lasted more than two years.
During this time, the children
grew from vulnerable new-
borns into toddlers, having
never met or been held by
their parents.

That chapter came to an
end as the children returned to
Gaza and were reunited with
their families. Scenes of joy,
relief, and overwhelming
emotion unfolded as parents
embraced their children for
the very first time since birth.
For many, the moment sym-
bolized both personal healing

Kurd, described the anguish
of being separated from her
daughter for years. As she
held her child Bissan, she
spoke of the pain of not being
able to touch or comfort her
during those early, critical
stages of life. Her story
echoed the experiences of
other families who had
endured similar emotional
trauma.

The reunions highlight the
human cost of conflict, partic-
ularly on the most vulnerable.
While the return of these chil-
dren brings closure to one of
the war’s most heartbreaking
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Solutions to Yesterday's puzzle vanced close to the hospital  conditions. not permitted to accompany One mother, Sundus Al- tainty, loss, and separation.
L X X X 4 ( X X X L X X X L X X X L X X X



HUBBALLI

Spain Coach De la
Fuente Condemns

Anti-Muslim Chants
During Friendly

BARCELONA

Luis de la Fuente has
strongly condemned xeno-
phobic behaviour after sec-
tions of fans made an-
ti-Muslim chants during
Spain’s international friend-
ly against Egypt national
football team.

The incident occurred
during Tuesday’s goalless
draw in Barcelona, a match
that formed part of Spain’s
preparations for the upcom-
ing FIFA World Cup. Ad-
dressing the media after the
game, De la Fuente ex-
pressed his disapproval in
unequivocal terms.

“I feel total and absolute
repulsion towards any xe-
nophobic or racist attitudes.
They are intolerable,” he
said, making it clear that
such behaviour has no
place in football or society.

The chants were particu-
larly sensitive given that
Egypt is a majority-Muslim
nation and also because
Spain’s rising star Lamine
Yamal is himself Muslim.
The episode has raised con-
cerns over fan conduct at
international fixtures and
the need for stronger mea-
sures to ensure inclusivity
and respect.

Spain is set to compete in
Group H of the expanded
48-team World Cup, where
they will face Saudi Arabia
national football team,

Coach denounces
xenophobia after
offensive chants mar
international friendly
match atmosphere.

Cape Verde national foot-
ball team, and Uruguay na-
tional football team. Egypt,
meanwhile, has been drawn
in Group G alongside Bel-
gium, New Zealand and
Iran.

The friendly had initially
been scheduled to take
place in Qatar but was
shifted to Spain due to re-
gional instability linked to
the ongoing conflict involv-
ing Iran. Despite the logis-
tical challenges, the focus
has now shifted to address-
ing the behaviour witnessed
in the stands.

Football authorities have
in recent years intensified
efforts to combat racism
and discrimination, yet in-
cidents such as these high-
light the persistence of the
problem. De la Fuente’s
firm stance reflects a broad-
er commitment within the
sport to uphold values of
diversity and mutual re-
spect.

As the World Cup ap-
proaches, the spotlight will
not only be on performanc-
es on the pitch but also on
ensuring that the game re-
mains a platform that unites
rather than divides.
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Italy’s World Cup Woes Deepen,
“Third Apocalypse’ Sparks Alarm

Repeated fa|lures ra|se concerns as Italy m|sses third straight World Cup qualification

ROME

Italy national football team’s
failure to qualify for yet an-
other FIFA World Cup has
triggered widespread criti-
cism, with sections of the Ital-
ian media branding the latest
setback as the “third apoca-
lypse” in a troubling pattern
of decline.

The four-time world cham-
pions were eliminated in the
qualifying playoffs after a
shock penalty shootout defeat
to Bosnia and Herzegovina
national football team, ranked
66th in the world. The loss
marks Italy’s third consecu-
tive failure to reach football’s
biggest stage, following sim-
ilar playoff exits ahead of the
2018 and 2022 tournaments.

Prominent Italian dally
Gazzetta dello Sport captured
the national sentiment in a
scathing front-page editorial,
describing the situation as no
longer surprising but rather
“the norm.” Once considered
an anomaly, Italy’s absence

from the World Cup has now
become an alarming trend.

The crisis appears to extend

beyond the national team.
Italian clubs have also strug-
gled to make an impact in Eu-
ropean competitions, with no
Champions League triumph

since Inter Milan’s success in
2010. This season, all Italian
teams were eliminated before
the quarterfinal stage, high-
lighting a broader decline in
competitiveness.

Structural challenges within
domestic football are also un-
der scrutiny. Critics point to
congested schedules in Serie
A, where clubs have resisted
adjustments that could pro-
vide national team players
with better preparation time.
Coaches have repeatedly
called for extended training
camps, but such demands
have largely gone unmet due
to commercial pressures.

Adding to the uncertainty is
the reluctance of top coaches
to take charge of the national
side. High-profile figures

have either stepped down or
declined offers, leaving the
federation to appoint less ex-
perienced candidates. This
has raised questions about
leadership stability and long-
term vision.

Gabriele Gravina, head of
the Italian football federation,
acknowledged the seriousness
of the situation and hinted at
potential changes, including a
possible leadership review.

As frustration grows among
fans and stakeholders, Italy
faces a critical juncture. Re-
storing its footballing legacy
will require not only tactical
adjustments but also
deep structural reforms to ad-
dress systemic issues that
have led to this unprecedented
slump.

Messi delivers goal and assist in likely final Argentina home appearance

Messi Stars in Emotional Farewell
as Argentina Thrash Zambia 5-0

BUENOS AIRES

Lionel Messi delivered a
memorable performance in
what is likely his final home
appearance for the Argentina
national football team, scor-
ing and assisting in a domi-
nant 5-0 victory over Zambia
national football team in an
international friendly.

The 38-year-old icon set
the tone early at the iconic La
Bombonera, assisting Julian
Alvarez just four minutes into
the match. Messi then found
the net himself in the 43rd
minute, marking his 116th in-
ternational goal in 198 ap-
pearances for Argentina.

The crowd in Bue-
nos Aires erupted in
celebration, giv- '
ing their talisman @\
a standing ovation -
in an emotionally
charged evening that many
believe could be his last on
home soil in national colours.

Fans chanted in support, urg-
ing Messi to guide Argentina
to yet another triumph at the
upcoming FIFA World Cup.
Argentina, the reigning
world champions, showcased
a far more convincing perfor-
mance compared to their re-
cent narrow 2-1 win over Mau-
ritania. Goals from Nicolas
Otamendi and Valentin Barco
further underlined the team’s
attacking strength and readi-

ness for the global stage. Head
coach Lionel Scaloni had earli-
er expressed concerns about

the squad’s form and warned of

possible changes ahead of the
World Cup squad announce-
ment deadline. For this match,
he fielded a lineup closely re-
sembling the one that tri-
umphed in the 2022 final,
though midfielder Rodrigo De
Paul was absent due to injury
concerns.

Argentina will begin their
World Cup campaign on June
16 against Algeria, followed by
fixtures against Austria and
Jordan in Group J. As prepara-
tions intensify, Messi’s perfor-
mance served as a timely re-
minder of his enduring influ-

ence and brilliance. With

»”” emotions running high and
”"—"’ expectations mounting, the

night belonged to Messi—an
enduring legend who continues
to inspire, even as the curtain
slowly begins to fall on his ex-
traordinary international career.

Iraq Seal Final WC Spot as Qualifying Marathon Concludes

MONTERREY

The long road to the expand-
ed FIFA World Cup 2026
has finally come to an end,
with Iraq national football
team clinching the 48th and
final spot after a hard-fought
2-1 victory over Bolivia na-
tional football team in an
intercontinental playoff.

Played in Monterrey,
Mexico, the decisive en-
counter saw Iraq hold their
nerve to secure qualification
for the global showpiece,
marking a significant
achievement for the West
Asian side. The result
capped a qualifying process
that stretched over two and a
half years, beginning in Sep-
tember 2023 and involving
teams from across all con-
federations.

Earlier in the day, Bosnia
and Herzegovina national
football team stunned four-
time champions Italy nation-
al football team in a dramat-
ic penalty shootout, under-

lining the unpredictability of
the final qualification phase.
Meanwhile, Congo national
football team edged Jamaica
national football team 1-0
after extra time in Guadala-

jara to book their place.
European playoffs also de-
livered decisive outcomes,
with Sweden national foot-
ball team, Turkey national
football team, and Czech

Republic national football
team emerging victorious in
their respective finals to se-
cure qualification.

The 2026 World Cup, set
to kick off on June 11, will

be co-hosted by United
States, Mexico, and Canada,
marking the first edition to
feature 48 teams.

Iraq have been placed in
Group I alongside formida-
ble opponents including
France national football
team, Norway and Senegal.
Defending champions Ar-
gentina national football
team will compete in Group
J, while Spain headline
Group H.

With the lineup now com-
plete, attention turns to
preparations for what prom-
ises to be the biggest World
Cup in history. The expand-
ed format offers more na-
tions a chance to shine on
the global stage, setting the
scene for a diverse and high-
ly competitive tournament.

For Iraq, the qualification
marks a return to football’s
grandest platform and a mo-
ment of pride after a de-
manding campaign that test-
ed endurance, skill, and re-
silience.

Advani Clinches
Maiden National 9-Ball
Pool Title on Debut

LUDHIANA

Pankaj Advani showcased his
remarkable versatility by
clinching his first National
9-ball pool title, defeating Ni-
tin Sharma 11-6 in the final at
the Rotary Bhawan.

Widely regarded as one of
India’s greatest cueists, Ad-
vani—primarily known for
his dominance in billiards and
snooker—made a sensational
debut in the fast-paced 9-ball
pool format. Representing Pe-
troleum Sports Promotion
Board (PSPB), the 28-time
world champion proved his
adaptability by excelling in a
discipline he had largely
stayed away from for over
two decades.

“This is a very different ti-
tle. It means so much to me to
win in a format outside my
comfort zone,” Advani said
after his triumph. Reflecting
on his journey, he added that
starting as an underdog
and eventually lifting the tro-
phy was beyond his expecta-
tions.

The final began with Nitin
taking an early 3-1 lead, cap-
italising on a cautious start
from Advani. However, once

the Bengaluru-based star
found his rhythm and levelled
at 3-3, he took control of the
contest with clinical precision
and tactical brilliance.

Advani’s experience came
to the fore as he combined
sharp potting with intelligent
safety play, consistently put-
ting his opponent under pres-
sure. A crucial break-and-run
clearance in the 13th rack,
followed by another impres-
sive run in the next, helped
him surge ahead to a com-
manding 9-5 lead.

Although Nitin briefly
fought back to claim the 15th
rack, a costly error in the fol-
lowing frame—scratching
after potting the 9-ball—al-
lowed Advani to edge closer
to victory. Maintaining com-
posure in the closing stages,
he capitalised on his opportu-
nities to seal the match and
the title.

Williams Scores on Debut as
India Beat Hong Kong 2-1

KOCHI

Ryan Williams made an instant impact on his international de-
but, scoring within four minutes to help the India national foot-
ball team secure a 2-1 victory over Hong Kong national football
team in the AFC Asian Cup 2027 qualifiers.

Playing at a packed Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Kochi, with
over 22,000 fans in attendance, India delivered a spirited per-
formance to end their otherwise disappointing qualifying cam-
paign on a positive note. The victory also marked the first win

under head coach Khalid Jamil.

India started brightly, showing attacking intent from the out-
set. The breakthrough came early when Manvir Singh delivered
a precise ball from the right wing, allowing Williams to slot
home with ease and register his maiden international goal.

The hosts carried that momentum into the second half and
doubled their lead five minutes after the restart. Akash Mishra
rose to meet a long throw from Rahul Bheke, heading the ball
into the net to give India a comfortable cushion.

Hong Kong, however, responded with greater urgency after
the break. Relying on counter-attacks in the first half, they be-
came more aggressive and managed to pull one back through
Everton Camargo, who made a sharp run past Sandesh Jhingan
to score. Despite the setback, India’s defence held firm in the

closing stages.

Ayush Focuses on Smash Variations
Ahead of Asia Championships

BENGALURU

Ayush Shetty is fine-tuning
his attacking game, particular-
ly adding variation to his
smashes, as he prepares for
the upcoming Badminton
Asia Championships sched-
uled to be held in China from
April 7 to 12.

The 20-year-old, currently
ranked World No. 25, has
been training at the Centre for
Excellence in Bengaluru,
where his disciplined routine
and calm demeanour have
drawn attention. Despite the
growing buzz around him,

Shetty remains grounded, of-
ten taking time to interact
with young aspirants before
returning to his intense ses-
sions.

Confident in his flat game,
Shetty acknowledged that re-
cent training stints with
coach Irwansyah Adi Pratama
have helped sharpen his
defensive skills and rally
control.

Though the arrangement is
not permanent, the impact has
already been significant, giv-
ing him greater confidence in
handling high-pressure ex-
changes.

Tottenham Appoint De Zerbi amid Relegation Battle

Ll

LONDON

Tottenham Hotspur have ap-
pointed Roberto De Zerbi as
their new manager in a bold
move aimed at avoiding rele-
gation, even as the decision
has sparked strong opposition
from several supporters’
groups.

De Zerbi replaces Igor Tu-
dor, who was dismissed after
a brief 44-day interim spell
that failed to improve the
club’s struggling Premier
League campaign. Tottenham,
currently just one point above
the relegation zone with seven
matches remaining, are in a

precarious position despite
being reigning Europa League
champions.

The Italian coach arrives
with a reputation for an at-
tacking, high-risk style of
football and prior Premier
League experience with
Brighton & Hove Albion. He
most recently managed Olym-
pique de Marseille before
leaving earlier this year fol-
lowing disagreements with
the club’s leadership.

However, his appointment
has been met with criticism
from multiple Tottenham fan
groups, largely due to his past
public support of Mason

Greenwood during their time
together in Marseille. Green-
wood had faced serious crim-
inal charges in 2022, which
were later dropped in 2023.
Groups including Women
of the Lane, Proud Lily-
whites, and Spurs Reach have
questioned De Zerbi’s judg-

ment and expressed concern
over what they describe as
comments that downplay the
seriousness of issues related
to violence against women.
The Tottenham Hotspur Sup-
porters’ Trust also criticised
the appointment, calling his
past remarks “ill-judged” and
urging the club to ensure its
values are upheld.

Despite the backlash, Tot-
tenham’s leadership has
backed De Zerbi, with sporting
director Johan Lange stating he
was the club’s top target. The
manager himself acknowl-
edged the urgency of the situa-
tion, emphasising that his im-

mediate focus is to steer the
team away from relegation.

Tottenham’s domestic form
has been poor, with no league
wins in 2026 and a heavy de-
feat to Nottingham Forest be-
fore the international break.
Their next fixture against
Sunderland could prove cru-
cial in determining their sur-
vival hopes.

With pressure mounting
both on and off the pitch, De
Zerbi faces the dual challenge
of reviving Tottenham’s sea-
son while addressing con-
cerns from a divided fanbase
during a critical phase of the
campaign.
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CBI files case against Anil Ambani,
~ RComin< 3,750 crore LIC case

LIC was fraudulently persuaded to invest in NCDs worth 4,500 crore based on false
representations about the company’s financial stability and asset-backed security.

India’s data
centre capacity to
grow 30%in 2026

New Delhi
India’s data centre (DC)
capacity is projected to
grow around 30 per cent
year-on-year in 2026,
driven by strong demand
and continued investor in-
terest, according to are-
port released on Wednes-
day. As per an analysis by
CBRE, the estimates sug-
gest an addition of nearly
500 MW of new supply
this year, building on the
record 440 MW capacity
added in2025--a160
per cent jump compared
to the previous year. Do-
mestic total data centre
capacity stood at around
1,700 MW at the end of
2025, according to the re-
port. The sector has also
attracted significant capi-
tal, with investment com-
mitments reaching $56.4
billion in 2025, taking the
cumulative total to $126
billion.

8th Pay Commission
members seek
feedback on key issues

New Delhi
Members of the 8th Pay
Commission have begun
consultations on the pro-
posed salary revision for
central government em-
ployees and pensioners.
A key meeting is sched-
uled in Dehradun for April

24, where representa-
tives of employee unions,
pensioners’ associations,

and other stakeholders
are expected to present
their views on pay struc-

tures, allowances, and
pension-related issues.

Members of the com-

mission are expected to
visit various other parts
of the country well to
hold similar meetings in
order to get better ac-
guainted with the prob-
lems faced by employ-
ees and retirees.

Auto sales boomin
March, carmakers hit
record highs

New Delhi
India’s automobile sector
ended March 2026 on a
strong note, with major
carmakers reporting re-
cord sales driven by
steady demand, new
launches, and expanding
customer reach. Kia India
emerged as one of the
top performers, posting
its highest-ever March
sales since entering the
Indian market. The com-
pany sold 29,112 units dur-
ing the month, marking a
14.5 per cent year-on-year
growth compared to
25,525 units in March
2025. The automaker
also recorded its best-ev-
er quarterly performance,
with sales of 84,316 units
in the January—March pe-
riod, up 11.6 per cent from
75,576 units a year ago.

NEW DELHI

According to an official state-
ment, the case has been filed
following a complaint submit-
ted by LIC, accusing RCom
and its management of con-
spiracy, cheating, misappro-
priation of funds, and viola-
tions under the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Investigators allege that
LIC was fraudulently per-
suaded to invest in Non-Con-
vertible Debentures (NCDs)
worth 34,500 crore based on
misleading and false repre-
sentations about the compa-
ny’s financial stability and the
adequacy of asset-backed se-
curity.

The complaint is supported
by findings from a forensic
audit conducted by BDO In-
dia LLP, dated October 15,
2020. The audit reportedly

uncovered a series of finan-
cial irregularities and system-
ic fund mismanagement with-
in RCom. These include the
diversion and misutilisation
of funds raised from banks
and financial institutions, as
well as routing of money
through subsidiaries and asso-
ciated entities.

Further allegations indicate
that the company engaged in
questionable practices such as
misuse of sale invoice financ-
ing, discounting of fictitious
bills, and siphoning funds
through inter-company depos-
its and shell entities. The au-
dit also highlighted the cre-
ation and subsequent write-off

of fictitious debtors and re-
ceivables, alongside a signif-
icant overstatement of securi-
ty provided against borrow-
ings.

Officials noted a clear mis-
match between the assets de-
clared and the actual charges,
raising serious concerns about
financial transparency and
corporate governance within
the company. The CBI has
initiated a detailed investiga-
tion to determine the roles
and responsibilities of all in-
volved parties, including un-
known public servants who
may have facilitated or over-
looked the alleged irregulari-
ties.

The case marks a signifi-
cant development in India’s
efforts to crack down on
large-scale financial fraud and
ensure accountability in the
corporate sector.

UPI down, users
face payment
issues
nationwide

MUMBAI

According to outage tracking
platform Downdetector, com-
plaints surged sharply during
the day, pointing to a large-
scale technical issue.

Among the worst affected
institutions was the State
Bank of India (SBI), which
recorded over 500 outage re-
ports. Meanwhile, UCO Bank
saw around 40 complaints
from users facing transaction
failures.

The disruption extended be-
yond individual banks, with
UPI-related outage reports
also crossing 40 and continu-
ing to rise as more users
flagged issues. Customers ex-
perienced problems such as
failed transactions, delayed
processing, and applications
not loading properly. In sever-
al cases, payments were re-
ported to be stuck midway,
leading to uncertainty about
whether the transactions had
been completed or not.

The issue was not confined
to a single region, indicating
a nationwide outage. Users
from major cities including
New Delhi, Mumbai, Benga-
luru, Jaipur, and Pune report-
ed issues while making digital
payments.

In the case of SBI, the out-
age appeared more wide-
spread, with complaints also
emerging from Kolkata, Gu-
wahati, and Chennai. On the
other hand, UCO Bank users
facing disruptions were large-
ly concentrated in New Delhi,
Jaipur, and Kolkata.

Frustrated users took to the
social media platform X to
share their experiences. While
some complained about re-
peated payment failures, oth-
ers expressed confusion over
whether the issue stemmed
from their banks, UPI plat-
forms, or personal devices.

Mumbai Airport floats India’s first
in-terminal Q commerce service

MUMBAI

Adani Airport Holdings has
partnered with Blinkit to in-
troduce app-based quick com-
merce delivery services inside
Mumbai Airport.

The initiative aims to en-
hance passenger convenience
by enabling travellers to order
essential items directly within
the terminal.

The service has been
launched at Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport, specifically at Termi-
nal 2 for domestic departures.
With this rollout, passengers
can now order a wide range of
products—including phone
chargers, snacks, books, and
personal care items—through
the Blinkit app and receive
them within minutes inside
the airport premises.

Deliveries are being facili-
tated across various locations
within the terminal, including
boarding gates, lounges, food
courts, and select partner out-
lets. The service is managed
by trained on-ground person-
nel to ensure that deliveries

are executed smoothly with-
out disrupting airport opera-
tions or passenger schedules.

In addition to standard es-
sentials, travellers can also
order permissible liquid items
such as packaged water, juic-
es, and cold drinks. These
items are sourced from ap-
proved in-terminal inventory,
ensuring compliance with air-
port security regulations.

A spokesperson from Adani
Airport Holdings stated that
the initiative is designed to
improve the overall passenger
experience by integrating dig-
ital convenience into airport
services. The move allows
travellers to make better use
of their waiting time while
enjoying seamless access to
everyday necessities.

For Blinkit, the collabora-
tion represents an opportunity
to expand into a high-demand
environment where speed and
accessibility are critical. Air-
ports, with their constant flow
of passengers and time-sensi-
tive needs, offer a strategic
avenue for the quick com-
merce platform to grow its
user base.

From Adani Airport Hold-
ings’ perspective, the partner-
ship is expected to enhance
passenger comfort while also
contributing to increased
non-aeronautical revenue
through digital retail chan-
nels.

The introduction of this ser-
vice also improves accessibil-
ity and affordability in airport
retail, giving passengers more
choices without being limited
by time constraints or store
availability. With heavy foot-
fall at Terminal 2, the service
is expected to significantly
transform the in-terminal
shopping experience and set
new standards for custom-
er-centric innovation in Indian
airports.
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Govt mandates 40%
recycled content
in food packaging

from FY27

NEW DELHI

The Government of India has
issued final guidelines man-
dating the use of 40% recy-
cled content in food-grade
PET packaging from April 1,
marking a significant step to-
ward strengthening the coun-
try’s circular economy
framework.

The move, aligned with the
broader sustainability vision
of the Government of India,
is expected to accelerate the
adoption of recycled materi-
als in the food and beverage
sector while reducing reli-
ance on virgin plastics.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) has out-
lined that brands and produc-
ers must comply with the
40% recycled content re-
quirement in FY 2026-27.
Additionally, companies can
carry forward any shortfall in
meeting the earlier 30% man-
date for FY 2025-26 for up

The policy builds on the
existing Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016,
which mandate a gradual
increase in recycled
content usage, targeting
60% by 2028-29

to three years, provided at
least one-third of the deficit
is addressed annually.

The policy builds on
the existing Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016,
which mandate a gradual in-
crease in recycled content
usage, targeting 60% by
2028-29.

Earlier this year, the Food
Safety and Standards Author-
ity of India (FSSAI) autho-
rised 17 recycled PET manu-
facturing plants, unlocking
an estimated capacity of 3
lakh tonnes. This develop-
ment is expected to support
the growing demand for re-
cycled materials under the
new mandate.

‘Guidelines to strengthen country’s
recycling ecosystem’

Goutham Jain, Director General,
Association of PET Recyclers (APR)
Bharat, said, “We wholeheartedly
welcome the government’s pro-
gressive step which has reinforced
confidence in the vision of ensuring

circular economy. The move is set to significantly ease
the supply chain disruptions caused due to recent geo-
political uncertainties impacting both availability and
pricing of virgin PET. With the current authorised ca-
pacities in place, India is well positioned to cater to up
to 50 per cent of the total PET requirement for bottling
applications through recycled material.”
Industry estimates suggest that 15—18 food-grade
rPET recycling facilities have already been established
across India, with a combined capacity of around 3
lakh metric tonnes and investments ranging between
¥9,000-10,000 crore. These facilities are equipped
with advanced technologies and adhere to interna-
tional standards set by regulatory bodies such as the
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the US
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
The new guidelines are expected to strengthen India’s
recycling ecosystem, promote sustainable packaging
practices, and contribute to long-term environmental
goals by reducing plastic waste and enhancing re-
source efficiency.

‘GAAR won't apply to income arising from transfer of investments’

NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) has amended
income tax rules to provide
clarity on the applicability of
General Anti-Avoidance
Rules (GAAR), in a move
aimed at reducing ambiguity
around tax avoidance provi-
sions.

In its notification, the
CBDT said that GAAR will
not apply to income arising
from the transfer of invest-
ments made before April 1,
2017. The amendment will
come into effect from April 1,
2026.

The clarification is expect-

ed to provide certainty to in-
vestors, particularly in rela-
tion to legacy investments, by
clearly defining the scope of
GAAR provisions.

The development follows a
recent ruling by the Supreme

Court against Mauri-
tius-based Tiger Global Inter-
national, where the apex
court upheld the Income Tax
Department’s right to tax the
private equity major on gains
from its exit from Flipkart

India Inc. credit stays strong, testing
times ahead amid global headwinds

MUMBAI

Domestic policy measures
and relatively stronger corpo-
rate balance sheets provide
some cushion to the credit
profile of India Inc but the
critical question is whether
these domestic levers will be
sufficient to keep credit qual-
ity on course if the global
environment deteriorates fur-
ther, a report showed on
Wednesday.

Amid the emerging
geo-political environment,
the credit ratio for the manu-
facturing and services sector
in India improved to 2.06
times in the second half of
FY26, up from 1.72 times in
H1 FY26. The credit ratio for
Banking, Financial Services,
and Insurance (BFSI) sector
improved to 2.25 times up
from 2.10 times in HIFY26,

marking a recovery from the
stress-driven lows of
H2FY?25.

CareEdge Ratings’ Credit
Ratio, which measures the
proportion of rating upgrades
to downgrades, stood at 1.93
times in the second half of
fiscal 2026, lower than 2.56
times observed in the first
half.

During this period, 363 en-
tities were upgraded and 188
were downgraded. While the
credit ratio remains above
the 10-year average of 1.55,
the moderation suggests ear-
ly signs of stress amid a
more challenging environ-
ment.

Nevertheless, reaffirma-
tions remained high at 80 per
cent, indicating that the bulk
of the rated universe contin-
ues to hold its ground even
as the external environment

grows more complex, the
findings showed.

CareEdge estimates that if
crude oil were to average
$100 per barrel in FY2027,
GDP growth could moderate
to 6.5 per cent, while infla-
tion may rise to 5.1-5.3 per
cent, said Sachin Gupta, Ex-
ecutive Director and Chief
Rating Officer, CareEdge
Ratings.

While domestic policy
measures and relatively
stronger corporate balance
sheets provide some cushion,
the critical question is wheth-
er these domestic levers will
be sufficient to keep credit
quality on course if the glob-
al environment deteriorates
further.

For now, the answer leans
towards yes — but the mar-
gin for comfort is narrowing,
he mentioned.

MARKET OUTLOOK

in 2018.

The amendment is seen as
part of the government’s
broader effort to balance an-
ti-avoidance measures with
the need for a stable and pre-
dictable tax regime.

Apart from this, the new
income tax law has come into
effect from the new fiscal, re-
placing the six-decade-old
1961 legislation and introduc-
ing changes in compliance,
terminology and taxation.

A key reform under the
new framework is the re-
placement of the ‘Financial
Year’ (FY) and ‘Assessment
Year’ (AY) with a single ‘tax
year’, which is expected to

simplify the filing process
and improve clarity for tax-
payers.

In addition, timelines for
filing income tax returns have
been revised. While the July
31 deadline remains un-
changed for salaried individ-
uals, non-audit cases such as
self-employed taxpayers and
professionals will now have
time until August 31 to file
their returns.

Meanwhile, charges on
trading in futures and options
have increased, as the Securi-
ties Transaction Tax (STT)
was raised in the Union Bud-
get by Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman.

Indian markets offer strong ‘alpha’
chances in FY27 despite Mideast risks

MUMBAI

India’s equity markets are
likely to offer strong alpha
opportunities in FY27 de-
spite the ongoing West Asia
conflict, supported by sec-
toral divergence, resilient
macro buffers and potential
recovery in foreign flows, a
new report said on Wednes-
day.

According to Motilal Os-
wal AMC, the escalation in
the West Asia conflict has
introduced uncertainty
around oil prices, inflation,
currency movement and
FY27 earnings estimates,
and also created a fertile
ground for stock-specific
opportunities.

We think the construct of-

fers a great chance for alpha,
said Prateek Agrawal, MD
and CEO, Motilal Oswal
AMC, adding that volatility
and dispersion across sectors
could enable active investors
to outperform.

Despite being among the
more impacted large econo-
mies due to its energy depen-
dence, India remains relative-
ly better placed than many
peers owing to its diversified
fuel sourcing, strong foreign
exchange reserves and lower
dependence on oil for power
generation.

Moreover, energy imports
account for about 2.8 per
cent of GDP, with nearly half
sourced from the Middle
East.

However, forex reserves

covering over seven months
of imports and around 70
days of oil reserves are ex-
pected to provide a cushion
in the near term.

Agrawal also pointed to
India’s ability to process a
wide range of crude, includ-
ing supplies from Russia, as
well as its coal-based power
ecosystem, which helps limit
the impact of global energy
shocks on industrial output.

Looking ahead to FY27,
the outlook remains scenar-
io-driven, with different sec-
tors likely to outperform un-
der varying conditions, he
mentioned.

If the disruption persists,
domestically produced com-
modities such as metals,
chemicals and food could

benefit from higher prices,
while sectors like electric ve-
hicles (EVs) and renewables
may see sustained policy and
investor interest.

On the other hand, a reso-
lution of the crisis could trig-
ger a revival in growth-ori-
ented segments such as capi-
tal markets, non-banking fi-
nancial companies (NBFCs),
electronics manufacturing
services (EMS), and new-age
technology sectors including
fintech.

Agrawal added that bank-
ing stocks, which have seen
sharp corrections due to for-
eign portfolio investor (FPI)
outflows, are now trading at
attractive valuations and may
offer value opportunities go-
ing forward.
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KSCA Enforces Cooling-Off Rule,
Introduces Season Changes

Strict cooling-off rule and new formats aim to improve fairness standards

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) has an-
nounced significant regulato-
ry changes ahead of its 2026
domestic season, beginning
April 15, with a strong em-
phasis on discipline, transpar-
ency, and player development
across divisions.

One of the most notable de-
cisions is the strict implemen-
tation of a one-season cool-
ing-off period for players re-
turning to Karnataka after
representing other states
through a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC). Though part
of the rulebook for years, the
provision had not been rigor-
ously enforced until now.
KSCA secretary Santosh Me-
non confirmed that the asso-
ciation will adhere to the rule
without exception this season,
ensuring fairness in player el-
igibility and discouraging fre-
quent inter-state shifts.

In another major shift,
KSCA has made it mandatory
for all teams participating in

limited-overs tournaments to
wear coloured clothing and
use white balls. This change
will apply across all divisions,
including the lower IV and V
tiers, marking a progressive
move to standardise playing
conditions and modernise the
domestic structure.

The association has also in-
troduced a player-friendly re-
form for under-23 cricketers.
Young players who have fea-
tured in three or fewer red-
ball matches in the top three

divisions will now be allowed
to represent teams in the IV
and V divisions. Each team
can sign up to two such play-
ers, enabling greater match
exposure and continuous en-
gagement for emerging talent
who might otherwise face
limited opportunities during
the season.

Additionally, KSCA con-
ducted the draw ceremony for
the season-opening GI Kas-
turirangan Memorial T20
Tournament in the presence of

club officials. The process was
streamed live to ensure trans-
parency in fixture allocation.
Teams were seeded based on
their performances in the previ-
ous season, and match pairings
were finalised through a system
inspired by draws seen in glob-
al tournaments.

With these measures,
KSCA aims to foster compet-
itive balance, eliminate bias
concerns, and enhance the
overall quality of cricket ad-
ministration in the state.

Growing concerns over
last-minute player withdraw-
als in the Indian Premier
League 2026 secason have
sparked fresh calls for stricter
penalties, with franchises and
experts highlighting the sig-
nificant disrup-
tion such pullouts

can derail carefully crafted
plans. “A lot goes into identi-
fying and securing a player.
When they withdraw at the
last minute, it hampers prepa-
ration and forces teams to re-
think strategies entirely,” he
said.

The issue is further compli-
cated when play-
ers are available

cause to team ; _Franchises =y, o restric-
preparation and | facesetbacks  {jons imposed by
balance. . aslast-minute | their national

Teams invest |  withdrawals | boards. Kolkata
months in scout- | impactplan-  Knight Riders,
ing, data analysis, |  ning,balance, : for instance,
and strategy be- . andtactics. . signed Cameron

fore finalising
their squads at the
auction. However, sudden
withdrawals—often for
non-injury reasons—have left
franchises scrambling to find
replacements from a limited
pool, affecting combinations
and long-term planning for
the two-month tournament.
A former coach of Punjab
Kings noted that such pullouts

Green for a re-
cord fee, expect-
ing him to contribute as an
all-rounder. However, he has
been limited to a batting role
after Cricket Australia re-
stricted his bowling workload,
leaving the team short of op-
tions.

Similarly, Cooper Connolly
is featuring purely as a batter
for Punjab Kings due to inju-

Stricter Rules Urged.s [PL Pullouts

Disrupt Team Strategies

BENGALURU

ry-related restrictions, despite
being picked for his all-round
abilities. Such scenarios fur-
ther complicate team dynam-
ics and reduce tactical flexi-
bility.

Former India cricketer
Aakash Chopra voiced strong
criticism, suggesting franchis-
es should at least receive
compensation when players
fail to deliver their expected
roles. Meanwhile, Ajinkya
Rahane, leading Kolkata
Knight Riders, hinted at the
challenges posed by external
restrictions during post-match
discussions.

The debate intensified after
Ben Duckett withdrew from
the season to focus on red-
ball cricket, following a simi-
lar precedent involving Harry
Brook, who is serving a ban
for pulling out earlier. Leg-
endary cricketer Sunil Gavas-
kar has called for stricter en-
forcement of penalties, stating
that existing measures lack
sufficient deterrence.

LeBron Sets All-
Time Wins Record

as Lakers Win
LOS ANGELES

LeBron James etched his name
deeper into NBA history by re-
cording his 1,229th career win,
surpassing Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar for the most combined reg-
ular season and playoff victo-
ries, as the Los Angeles Lakers
defeated the Cleveland Cava-
liers 127-113. While James con-
tributed 14 points, five rebounds
and six assists, it was Luka
Doncic who led the charge with
a dominant 42-point, 12-assist
performance, guiding the Lak-
ers to their 13th win in the last
14 games. The victory also se-
cured Los Angeles the Pacific
Division title and confirmed
their playoff berth.

Punjab Kings win overshadowed as

captain fined for slow over rate violation

Iyer Fined for Slow
Over Rate Despite

Punjab Kings’
Winning Start

MULLANPUR

Shreyas Iyer, captain of
Punjab Kings, has been
fined %12 lakh for main-
taining a slow over rate
during their opening match
of the Indian Premier
League 2026 season against
the Gujarat Titans.

The penalty comes de-
spite Punjab Kings securing
a thrilling three-wicket vic-
tory to kick off their cam-
paign on a positive note.
According to an official
statement, this was the
team’s first offence under
Article 2.22 of the IPL’s
Code of Conduct, which
deals with minimum over-
rate violations, resulting in
a monetary fine for the
skipper.

In the match played at
Mullanpur on March 31,
Punjab’s bowlers delivered
a disciplined performance
to restrict Gujarat Titans to
162 for six in their allotted
20 overs. Vyshak Vijayaku-
mar and Yuzvendra
Chahal were in-
strumental with
the ball, shar-
ing five wick-
ets between
them and
keeping the
opposition in
check through
crucial middle
overs.

Chasing a
modest target,
Punjab Kings
faced some
resistance
as their
batting ,/

ya

lineup struggled to build
steady partnerships. How-
ever, young Australian bat-
ter Cooper Connolly played
a match-winning knock,
remaining unbeaten on 72
off 44 deliveries to guide
his team home in 19.1
overs.

While the victory provid-
ed an early boost to Pun-
jab’s campaign, the slow
over-rate fine serves as a
reminder of the league’s
strict regulations regarding
match timings. Repeat of-
fences could lead to steeper
penalties, including higher
fines and potential suspen-
sions for captains.

Punjab Kings will now
turn their attention to their
next fixture, an away clash
against the formidable
Chennai Super Kings on
April 3. The team will look
to maintain momentum
while ensuring compliance
with on-field regulations to
avoid further disciplinary
action.

The incident highlights
the IPL’s continued
emphasis on main-
taining the pace of
play, ensuring
matches conclude
within the stipu-
1. lated timeframes
+) for players, offi-

alike.
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Praggnanandhaa
Falls to Sindarov,
Slips to Third in

Candidates Race
PAPHOS

R Praggnanandhaa suffered a
setback in his campaign at the
FIDE Candidates Tourna-
ment, losing to Uzbekistan’s
Javokhir Sindarov in the third
round and slipping to third
place in the standings.

The defeat came as a blow
to the Indian prodigy, who
had opened strongly with a
win over Anish Giri. With this
loss, Praggnanandhaa now
has 1.5 points and faces the
challenge of regaining mo-
mentum in the remaining
rounds of the eight-player
double round-robin event.

Playing with the white piec-
es, Praggnanandhaa encoun-
tered the Queen’s Gambit
Declined and appeared on
course for a balanced posi-
tion. However, in a bid to
press for advantage, he opted
for a more aggressive ap-
proach that backfired.
Sindarov, one of the rising
stars in world chess, capital-
ised on the opportunity with
sharp middle-game play, in-
cluding a bold piece sacrifice
that disrupted White’s initia-
tive.

As pressure mounted,
Praggnanandhaa was forced
into a defensive position and
a series of inaccuracies in the
middle game proved decisive.
Sindarov maintained control
and converted his advantage
efficiently, underlining his
growing stature among the
elite. Meanwhile, tournament
favourite Fabiano Caruana
joined Sindarov at the top of
the standings with 2.5 points
after defeating China’s Wei Yi
in a surprisingly quick game.
The encounter, which began
as an English Opening, ended
in just 19 moves after Carua-
na seized control early and
trapped a piece with precise
calculation.

Woods to Seek Treatment after Pleading Not Guilty in DUI Case

ORLANDO

Golf legend Tiger Woods has
announced he will step away
from the sport to seek treat-
ment, days after pleading not
guilty in a driving under the
influence (DUI) case following
a car crash in Florida.

Woods, 50, said in a state-
ment that prioritising his
well-being and recovery was
essential at this stage. “This is
necessary in order for me to
prioritise my well-being and
work toward lasting recovery,”
he shared on social media, con-
firming he will also miss the
Masters for the second consec-
utive year.

According to reports from
the Martin County Sheriff’s
Office, deputies responding to
the incident found Woods
showing signs of impairment

after his SUV clipped a trailer
and overturned on a residential
road. He was later arrested on
suspicion of DUI and released
on bail after several hours.
Authorities noted that
Woods had bloodshot eyes,
slow movements, and appeared
lethargic during questioning.
Two pain pills, identified as
hydrocodone, were reportedly
found in his possession. While

a Breathalyzer test showed no
presence of alcohol, Woods
declined to take a urine test,
which under Florida law can
constitute a separate offence.

Court records indicate that
Woods has entered a written
plea of not guilty and plans to
waive his scheduled arraign-
ment later this month. His de-
fence team has yet to comment
publicly on the case.

This marks the second time
Woods has taken a break from
golf following a car crash. In
2009, he stepped away from
the game for four months after
a high-profile accident near his
home. More recently, injuries
from a 2021 crash severely im-
pacted his right leg, limiting
his appearances on tour.

Woods has not competed in
an official event since the 2024
British Open and had been
aiming for a return at the Mas-
ters, a tournament he has won
five times. Beyond playing, he
also plays a significant role in
shaping the sport through his
involvement with the PGA
Tour’s leadership. As one of
golf’s most influential figures,
Woods’ decision to focus on
recovery underscores the chal-
lenges he continues to face
both on and off the course.

BENGALURU

What began as a simple
recreational activity has
transformed into a serious
sporting pursuit for
14-year-old Deeksha L
Gowda, who is steadily
emerging as a promising
talent in Indian fencing.
Clad in protective white
gear and a mesh mask,
Deeksha may appear un-
readable on the piste, but
beneath the surface lies a
sharp, focused competitor.
Unlike many fencers who

celebrate loudly after scor-
ing points, she prefers to
conserve her energy and
remain composed. “I don’t
want to waste energy
shouting. I just focus on
giving my best,” she says,
reflecting her disciplined
approach to the sport.

A student of Vidyani-
ketan Public School, Deek-
sha took up fencing six
years ago on the advice of
a relative. She began train-
ing under coach Irom
Devan Singh at the Sree
Kanteerava Stadium, where

she honed her skills in the
sabre discipline. Her strong
footwork and tactical
awareness have since be-
come defining features of
her style.

Deeksha’s rise in the
sport has been impressive.
She clinched gold in the un-
der-14 category at the
Sub-junior National Fencing
Championship in Cuttack
last year, adding to her earli-
er success at the national
level in 2022. She also went
on to become the state un-
der-17 champion in 2025,

signalling her rapid progres-
sion through the ranks.

Despite the increasing
expectations that come
with success, Deeksha re-
mains grounded. She ad-
mits that while pressure has
grown over time, her love
for the sport keeps her mo-
tivated. “Initially, it was
just fun. Now, there’s pres-
sure, but I enjoy practicing
and competing so much
that it doesn’t bother me,”
she explains.

Her journey has also in-
spired her family, with her

From Hobby to Passion: Young
Fencer Deeksha Making Her Mark

siblings and cousins taking
up fencing as well. Sup-
ported by her parents,
Deeksha is determined to
pursue both academics and
sport, with aspirations of
studying psychology in the
future.

For Decksha, fencing is
more than just competi-
tion—it is a platform for per-
sonal growth. “It has taught
me focus, discipline, and
how to stay in the present,”
she says, as she continues to
chase her dreams in a sport
still growing in India.
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