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Over 100 voices call for
restored India-Pakistan ties ..

Joint appeal seeks dialogue, diplomacy and stronger people-to-people
engagement between neighbouring nations immediately

NEW DELHI

More than 100 prominent pol-
iticians, former diplomats and
civil society representatives
from India and Pakistan have
jointly appealed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif to revive diplo-
matic engagement and restore
normal bilateral relations.
The open letter, signed by
116 individuals—61 from In-
dia and 55 from Pakistan—
calls for sustained dialogue,
restoration of diplomatic ties,
revival of trade and transport
links, and expanded peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.
Among the signatories are
Farooq Abdullah, Mehbooba
Mufti, former RAW chief A.
S. Dulat, Rajya Sabha MP
Manoj Jha, former Union min-
ister Mani Shankar Aiyar, for-
mer Pakistan foreign minister
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri and
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.
Coordinated by OP Shah,
chairman of the Centre for
Peace and Progress, the letter

¥y

Major recommendations

The signatories urged both governments to restore full
diplomatic relations by reinstating high commissioners,
reopening trade and transport links, reviving compre-
hensive bilateral dialogue and easing visa restrictions.
They also sought greater cultural, educational and busi-
ness exchanges, reopening of cross-border transport
services, and measures that promote peace and coop-
eration, arguing that continued hostility limits opportu-
nities for nearly two billion people across South Asia.

urges both governments to re-
instate high commissioners,
resume normal visa services
and restart comprehensive bi-
lateral dialogue covering all
outstanding issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir.

The signatories also called
for reopening trade routes, re-
storing transport services such
as the Delhi-Lahore bus, Sam-
jhauta Express and Thar Ex-
press, reopening the At-
tari-Wagah border for trade,

The future of South Asia
should be shaped not by
division and conflict, but by
peace, prosperity and shared
progress.

—Joint appeal

PEACE APPEAL
AT A GLANCE

Total signatories: 116

From India: 61
From Pakistan: 55

Appeal to: PM Narendra
Modi & PM Shehbaz Sharif

Key demands: Dialogue,
trade, visas, transport,
diplomatic ties

and expanding cultural, aca-
demic and business exchanges.

The appeal further seeks
reopening of the Kartarpur
Sahib Corridor and easier ac-
cess to Sharada Peeth for pil-
grims.

Deputy Chief Minister assures drought preparedness amid
rainfall deficit and growing water concerns statewide

5 cr allocated to every district
for drinking water supply DCM

BELAGAVI

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister G. Parameshwara on
Wednesday announced that
the state government has allo-
cated %5 crore to every dis-
trict to ensure adequate drink-
ing water supply amid be-
low-normal rainfall and grow-
ing concerns over drought-
like conditions.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Belagavi, Paramesh-
wara said the region was ex-
periencing a rainfall deficit,
resulting in falling groundwa-
ter levels and raising the pos-
sibility of drinking water
shortages if the monsoon does
not improve.

He said the government has
prepared a comprehensive ac-
tion plan, which will be imple-
mented by Deputy Commis-
sioners to tackle water scarcity
and monitor crop losses.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the government would
continue reviewing the situa-
tion and initiate timely mea-
sures to minimise hardships
for the public.

On revenue administration,
he said programmes such as
Pouthi Khata, distribution of

title deeds, Akar Bandh and
declaration of revenue villag-
es would be accelerated for
completion within a fixed
timeline.

Parameshwara also said
district authorities have been
instructed to survey and clear
encroachments on properties
belonging to Category A, B
and C temples. He added that
temple funds should be uti-
lised only with proper approv-
al and that standard operating
procedures would be intro-
duced to ensure transparency.

Highlighting sports devel-
opment, he said the govern-
ment would improve sports
infrastructure in schools and
colleges lacking adequate fa-
cilities and continue extend-
ing support to athletes. He
also announced 3% reserva-
tion in Home Department re-
cruitment and 2% reservation
in recruitment to other gov-
ernment departments for
sportspersons.

Key announcements

Z5 crore allocated to each
district for drinking water.

Action plan to tackle water scarcity.

Temple encroachments to be
surveyed and cleared.

Sports infrastructure
to be strengthened.

Reservation: 3% in Home De-
partment, 2% in other de-
partments for sportspersons.

Drought declaration
only after assessment

Parameshwara said the
government has not yet
discussed declaring any
district or taluk drought-
hit. He explained that
such a decision would
be based on established
parameters, including
rainfall deficiency, crop
damage and ground-
water availability. He
also clarified that the
government is not cur-
rently considering cloud
seeding .

TN moves SCagainst
Madras HC's blanket
cow slaughterban
NEW DELHI

The Tamil Nadu government
has approached the Supreme
Court challenging the Madras
High Court's '

order impos-
ing a blanket
ban on the
slaughter of
cows and
calves across
the state, ar-
guing that the
ruling is inconsistent with ex-
isting state law.

In its petition, the state
sought to set aside the High
Court's May 27 order, which
directed the Chief Secretary
and the Director General of
Police to ensure that no cow
or calf was slaughtered any-
where in Tamil Nadu, either
on the eve of Bakrid or on
any other day.

The High Court had relied
on a 1976 judgment that em-
phasised the importance of
prohibiting cow slaughter to
promote milk production and
strengthen the rural economy.

However, the Tamil Nadu
government contended that
the order overlooks the provi-
sions of the Tamil Nadu Ani-
mal Preservation Act, 1958,
which permits the slaughter of
cows above 10 years of age
that are certified by a compe-
tent authority as unfit for

¢ work or breeding.

HARIPRASAD CLAIMS RAM
MADHAV MET PAK OFFICIALS

BENGALURU

Karnataka Congress president
B K Hariprasad on Wednes-
day alleged that RSS leader
Ram Madhav held four "se-
cret" meetings with Pakistani
officials, including a former
major-general of Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), and demanded an expla-
nation over the alleged inter-
actions.

Addressing a meeting of the
Congress campaign commit-
tee ahead of the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA) civic
polls, Hariprasad claimed
Madhav met Pakistani repre-
sentatives in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, and London, citing
media reports. He questioned

whether Madhav had any of-
ficial authorisation to engage
in such meetings.

However, Ram Madhav has
already rejected the allega-
tions. In a statement issued
earlier, he clarified that he
had attended only a session of
the South Asia Dialogue or-
ganised by the International
Institute for Strategic Studies
(ITSS) in Colombo and did
not participate in any Track-2
dialogue with Pakistan.

Principled professionals can
uphold fearless Journahsm CM

BENGALURU

Stressing that fearless journal-
ism has become increasingly
challenging in the present
media landscape, Karnataka
Chief Minister D. K. Shiva-
kumar on Wednesday said
only journalists who uphold
professional ethics and prin-
ciples can truly serve society.

Addressing the Press Day
celebrations organised by the
Karnataka Media Academy
and the Karnataka Working
Journalists' Association at
Gandhi Bhavan, Shivakumar
urged media professionals to
remain committed to truth,
integrity and public interest
while resisting the spread of
fake news.

He said journalism must
free itself from misinforma-
tion, noting that inaccurate
reporting not only damages
individuals but also erodes
public trust in the profession.

Sharing a recent experi-
ence, the Chief Minister said
he had visited a hospital for a
routine health check-up ear-
lier in the day, but some tele-
vision channels falsely re-
ported that he had been ad-
mitted.

"I had gone to the hospital
for a routine health check-up.
But some TV channels
broadcast that I had been ad-
mitted to the hospital. This is
completely false news," he
said.

Recalling another incident
during the Mekedatu Padaya-
tra, Shivakumar said visuals
of him appearing exhausted
were deliberately misrepre-
sented to suggest he was
walking under the influence
of alcohol.

"If I make a mistake, ex-
pose it. But don't publish or
broadcast false news. Until a

If | make a mistake, expose it.
But don’t publish or broadcast
false news. Every news item
must contain truth and
honesty.

—D.K. Shivakumar, Chief Minister

Event: Press Day celebrations
Venue: Gandhi Bhavan, Bengaluru

Organisers: Karnataka Media
Academy & Karnataka Working
Journalists’ Association

Chief Message: Ethical journalism
is essential for fearless reporting

Focus: Combating fake news and
protecting public trust

news item is published, it be-
longs to the journalist. After
publication, it becomes the
property of society. There-
fore, every news item must
contain truth and honesty,"
he said.

The Chief Minister also
highlighted the legacy of
great leaders such as Mahat-
ma Gandhi, who practised
journalism with integrity and
elevated the profession's stat-
ure. He urged today's jour-
nalists to preserve that tradi-
tion by adhering to ethical
standards.

CM calls forrestoring
public trustin journalism

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar said journalism
carries a responsibility
that extends beyond
reporting events, as
every published story
ultimately becomes part
of the public domain.
He urged journalists to
verify facts thoroughly
before publication and
avoid sensationalism
driven by misinforma-
tion. Emphasising that
the credibility of the
media depends on truth
and ethical conduct, he
said society benefits
when journalists follow
professional principles,
conscience and integri-
ty. He also recalled the
contribution of Mahat-
ma Gandhi to journal-
ism, urging the media
fraternity to uphold
that legacy by ensuring
accuracy, fairness and
accountability in every
report.

Maha Kumbh rush allegedly enabled
Ram temple donation fund siphoning

LUCKNOW

Investigators probing the al-
leged embezzlement of dona-
tions at the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya have found that the
largest diversion of funds al-
legedly occurred during the
Maha Kumbh pilgrimage,
when an unprecedented influx
of devotees led to a sharp rise
in cash offerings.

According to sources, the
massive crowds visiting the
temple during the Maha Kum-
bh in Prayagraj created condi-
tions that allegedly allowed
the accused to siphon off sig-
nificant amounts from the do-
nation collections. While in-
vestigators believe the misap-
propriation had been occur-
ring for several months, the
highest volume of alleged
embezzlement coincided with

KHAMENEI FUNERAL INVITE

the pilgrimage period.

The probe has identified
Luvkush Mishra and his
brother-in-law, Anukalp
Mishra, as the two accused
who allegedly diverted the
largest share of the temple
funds. Both are among the
eight individuals arrested in
the case and are currently in
judicial custody.

Investigators have also
traced immovable assets al-
legedly acquired by the duo.
Officials are expected to seek
assistance from the Income Tax

Department and other agencies
to establish the money trail and
determine whether the alleged
proceeds were invested in
properties or other assets.

Earlier searches at Luvkush
Mishra's residence in Meena-
pur Thakuran Fagauli village
in Ayodhya reportedly led to
the recovery of around %12
lakh and several documents.
Mishra, who was responsible
for counting cash offerings at
the temple, had previously
worked as a car mechanic be-
fore joining the temple trust.

Police sources further
claimed that Anukalp Mishra
owns a farmhouse and a lux-
ury residence in Ayodhya.
Authorities are continuing fi-
nancial investigations to iden-
tify additional assets and pos-
sible beneficiaries linked to
the alleged fraud.

Iran invites Kharge, Khurshid, Khera for Khamenei funeral

NEW DELHI

Iran has invited Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
former External Affairs Min-
ister Salman Khurshid and
Congress leader Pawan
Khera to attend the funeral
and burial ceremonies of late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, sources said
on Wednesday.

The invitation comes as
Tehran prepares to host a se-
ries of official mourning and
burial events from July 3 to
July 9, with delegations from
several countries expected to
participate.

According to reports, Bi-
har Governor Lt. Gen.

(Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain
and Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Pabitra Mar-
gherita are likely to lead the
Indian delegation. However,
the final composition of the
delegation is yet to be an-
nounced.

The development follows
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's recent telephone con-
versation with Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian,
during which the Iranian
leader extended an invitation
to the Prime Minister to at-
tend the ceremonies. Howev-
er, Modi is understood to be
unavailable due to his sched-
uled visits to Indonesia, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand be-

tween July 6 and 11.

Diplomatic sources said
the ceremonies will be held
in Tehran and the holy city
of Qom, while Khamenei
will be laid to rest in Mash-
had, one of Iran's most sig-
nificant pilgrimage centres.
Officials said the choice of
Mashhad as the burial site
reflects the stature accorded
to Khamenei following his
assassination.

Ceremonies: July 3-9

Likely Indian delegation leaders: Syed
Ata Hasnain, Pabitra Margherita

Burial venue: Mashhad, Iran

Ceremonial venues: Tehran and
Qom

Invited Congress leaders:
Mallikarjun Kharge, Salman
Khurshid, Pawan Khera

Modi unlikely to attend
PM Modi was invited by
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian during a recent
phone conversation to at-
tend the funeral ceremo-
nies. However, he is unlike-
ly to travel to Iran due to
previously scheduled visits
to Indonesia, Australia and
New Zealand from July 6
to 11. The Indian delega-
tion is therefore expected
to be led by other senior
representatives, though
the government is yet to
announce the final list of
participants.
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 Agnikul-ICEYE join hands to build,
~ launch SAR satellites fromIndia

The partnership aims to combine ICEYE’s expertise in SAR satellite technology and planned
satellite manufacturing capabilities in India with Agnikul’s indigenous responsive launch systems.

VTUresults outin5
mins after 6th
semester exam

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Visvesvaraya Technologi-
cal University (VTU) has
aced its own game of an-
nouncing results immedi-
ately after the completion
of the examinations. It im-
proved on its record by an-
nouncing the results of the
sixth semester engineering
exam just five minutes af-
ter the exam ended.A total
of 60,856 students ap-
peared for the BE and
BTech sixth semester ex-
ams. The exam concluded
at 5.30pm Tuesday, and
the results were announ
ced at 5.35 pm. Compared
to previo us years, the en-
tire evaluation process of
the rest of the papers was
comple ted 21 days earlier.
Atotal of 76. 84 percent
pas s per centage was reco
rded. The VTU Vice- Chan-
cellor, Prof S Vidyashankar,
said, sudents wait eagerly
for their results. Hence, we
de cided to announce the
m as quickly as possible.
With proper pre paration,
we are able to release the
results immediately.

Fire mishaps: GBA
orders fire-safety
audit in Chickpet

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
With Chickpet remaining
vulnerable to fire acci-
dents due to its dense
commercial activity and
narrow lanes, Greater
Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) ordered animme-
diate fire-safety audit of
buildings in the central
Bengaluru locality to as-
sess firefighting systems,
emergency exits and over-
all emergency prepared-
ness. Chairing a review
meeting, GBA Chief Com-
missioner Maheshwar Rao
directed officials to consti-
tute a special team of
town planners to conduct
a comprehensive survey of
all buildings in Chickpet
division. The team has
been asked to identify un-
authorised buildings, issue
notices to owners and ini-
tiate action.

APS Educational
Institutions gets new
office- bearers

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
New office bearers have
been elected to APS Edu-
cational Institution, one of
the oldest educational in-
stitutions in the city, which
runs a total of 14 educa-
tional institutions. Vishnu
Bharat Alampalli (Presi-
dent), IS Prasad and RV
Vijay Bhaskar (Vice-Presi-
dents), A Prakash (Gener-
al Secretary), KS Akhilesh
Babu (Treasurer), P Kr-
ishnaswamy and A Ram
Prasad (Joint Secretaries),
AP Acharya, AR Acharya
and A Muralidhar (Perma-
nent Members), TV Prab-
hu, C Nagaraj, HV Gauta-
ma, KP Narasimha Murthy,
Rajiv, Mohan Dev Alva, Vi-
jayanand, Manjunath,
Kishore Kumar and Man-
jula Bindu Madhava Rao
have been elected as the
elected trustees, the or-
ganization said in a state-
ment.

BENGALURU

Indian private space startup
Agnikul Cosmos on Wednes-
day signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Finnish satellite operator IC-
EYE to explore the develop-
ment of an end-to-end sover-
eign Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) earth observation capa-
bility in India, marking a step
towards strengthening the
country’s indigenous space-
based intelligence infrastruc-
ture.

The partnership aims to
combine ICEYE’s expertise in
SAR satellite technology and
planned satellite manufactur-
ing capabilities in India with
Agnikul’s indigenous respon-
sive launch systems.

The companies plan to ex-
plore a model where satellites
are manufactured in India and
launched aboard Agnikul’s
rockets, reducing dependence
on overseas launch schedules
while supporting national se-
curity, disaster management
and critical infrastructure mon-
itoring.

Reducing relianceon
foreign launch timelines
“Previously, building and
launching a satellite system
privately in India mostly
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meant piecing together foreign
technology and waiting on
timelines that we as a nation
did not control,” said Srinath
Ravichandran, co-founder and
chief executive officer of Ag-
nikul Cosmos.

“Applications such as disas-
ter response, sensitive area
monitoring and security are
national priorities, and India
deserves sovereign capabilities
to support them,” he added.

The companies also intend
to develop a repeatable satel-
lite-to-launch model capable of
supporting long-term deploy-
ment programmes in India as
well as international markets.

“What makes this collabora-
tion particularly exciting is
that it goes beyond a single

a‘]l'q_".'_

mission,” said Moin SPM,
co-founder and chief operating
officer of Agnikul Cosmos.
“By combining manufactur-
ing, launch and operational
capabilities under one ecosys-
tem, we can create a repeat-
able model that can support
long-term deployment pro-
grammes for customers in In-
dia and around the world.”

Focus on sovereign
space capabilities
ICEYE, which operates the
world’s largest SAR satellite
constellation, said India is
emerging as an important mar-
ket for sovereign intelligence
capabilities.

“India is an important mar-
ket for us as demand for sov-

= END-TO-END EXECUTION: It combines ICEYE’s
expertise in radar satellite technology with Agnikul’s
3D-printed rocket engines and responsive launch services.

= MANUFACTURING HUB: ICEYE is exploring setting up
satellite manufacturing facilities in India, establishing
the country as a major base for Asia-Pacific operations.

m ICEYE CONSTELLATION: ICEYE operates the
world’s largest commercial SAR constellation with more
than 70 satellites in orbit, and has delivered sovereign
constellations to several governments.

m AGNIKUL’S ROLE: Agnikul Cosmos, which is
incubated at [IT Madras, will use its indigenous launch
vehicle to put the jointly built satellites into orbit from

India’s private launch pads.

ereign intelligence capabili-
ties continues to grow glob-
ally. Partnerships built
around speed, reliability and
long-term execution are be-
coming increasingly import-
ant in these times and this is
what we seek to build with
Agnikul,” said Rafat
Modrzewski, co-founder and
CEO of ICEYE.

The Finnish company has
launched more than 70 SAR
satellites and has delivered
sovereign satellite constella-
tions to seven European gov-
ernments, including Poland,
Sweden and Germany. It
views India as a potential

hub capable of producing sat-

grammes and export markets.

For Agnikul, the partnership
national collaborations across
was made at BharatInnovates
pleted its maiden launch in

2024 from India’s first private

3D-printed rocket engine.
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Tahsildar
launches SIR
in Hoskote

. BENGALURU

i Tahsildar and Assistant Return-
i ing Officer TS Sheetal launched
¢ Special Intensive Revision
{ (SIR) of electoral rolls of
i Hoskote Assembly constituency.

Core features of the partnership

i tional veteran sportsperson and
¢ Yoga practitioner K Manjunath
:at Hoskote, she said, the Booth
i Level Officers (BLOs) have
i been assigned the task of col-
i lecting the required information
i from voters by visiting them
i personally.

Speaking on the occasion of
launching the drive at Interna-

The constituency has 293

¢ Polling stations and 293 BLOs,
¢ 6 Nodal Officers have been ap-
i pointed for this purpose. The
¢ work will be carried out till July
¢ 19 and final draft voters list will
i be published by October. The
i voters are required to provide
¢ the information required and
¢ verify the details in the enumer-
Asia-Pacific manufacturing !
i been provided to correct the de-
ellites for both domestic pro- :
. change of photo. The family
¢ members must fill out the appli-
expands its portfolio of inter- :
. hand over the same to BLOs.
India, the Middle East and
Australia. The announcement :

ation form. Opportunity has

tails including mobile number,

cation within seven days and

When the BLOs visit the hous-
es, the elders present can sign

¢ the forms on behalf of everyone,
in Nice, France, where the |
Chennai-based startup show- :
cased its reusable launch vehi- :
cle technology. Agnikul com-
¢ ry out the work along with
i their normal work. If they find
launchpad, using its in-house
developed single-piece
. she said.

she said.

As per the instructions of
Election Commission, the
BLOs have been asked to car-

any problems, they can bring it
to the notice of Nodal Officers,

B’luru IT firm daycare centre

Man steals iPhone of accident

victim, siphons off Rs 3.5L

BENGALURU

A Good Samaritan act turned
out to be an abominable
fraud when a man, pretend-
ing to help a 36-year-old pri-
vate firm employee injured in
a road accident, stole the lat-
ter’s iPhone and then used it
to siphon off over Rs 3.5
lakh from his bank account.

According to a complaint
filed by Sachin Prasad, a res-
ident of Yelahanka New
Town, he met with an acci-
dent near Allalasandra in Ye-
lahanka on June 19 while
driving his car. While I was
driving, a pedestrian sudden-
ly crossed my path. I instinc-
tively swerved to save him,
but lost control and rammed
the car into the road divider,
he told.

The car’s airbags were de-
ployed but Prasad sustained
a fracture to one of his hands.
Minutes later, a few passers-
by rushed to help him. I re-
member that about four peo-
ple came to help me while I
was struggling to call an am-
bulance.

One of them spoke to me
and, noticing that I was find-
ing it difficult to make the
call, asked for my iPhone, he
said. Little did Prasad know
that the helping hand would
turn out to be a thief’s.

The man moved a short
distance away on the pretext
of calling an ambulance.
Meanwhile, more people
gathered at the accident spot,
and the man fled with the
phone.

I kept telling people that
someone had taken away my
phone, but they were focused
on helping me.

I was rushed to a nearby
hospital, where I was admit-
ted, Prasad said. After

being discharged on June 24,

Prasad obtained a replace-
ment sim card and soon
began receiving SMS
alerts about unauthorised
transactions from his bank

account.

The thief had removed the
sim card from the iPhone and
inserted it into an Android :

phone.

He created a UPI ID and
activated UPI Lite linked to
Prasad’s Bank of Baroda ac-
count. Between June 20 and
25, he transferred Rs
3,51,600 to multiple bank ac-

counts.
Realising the cyberfraud,

Prasad immediately blocked
his bank account and report-
ed the fraud to cyber helpline :
1930. Later, he visited the :
bank and complained about

the transactions.

The bank staff told me they

were looking into the issue,

but they haven’t given me :
any explanation about how :
they allowed someone to cre-
ate a new UPI ID and trans- :

fer the funds.

My number was linked to
two bank accounts, one is :
with Bank of Baroda and an- :

other with ICICI Bank.

The miscreant tried to si-
phon off money from the
ICICI account too, but he
was unable to do it, Prasad :

said.

asked.

A senior officer said a case :
has been registered at north- :
east cybercrime police sta- :
tion, and Rs 2 lakh has been
frozen in the fraudster’s ac-

counts.

BENGALURU

Imagine a footpath so unusable
that almost everyone chooses
to walk beside speeding buses
instead. Welcome to Dinnur
Main Road, one of RT Nagar’s
busiest neighbourhood connec-
tors.

Nearly 90% of pedestrians
walking on the busy carriage-
way despite the presence of
footpaths. Encroachments, gar-
bage, parked vehicles, and bro-
ken infrastructure have re-
duced footpaths to a strip here,
barely any space, barely any

walkers.

Instead of doing a fine bal-
ancing act on footpaths, citi-
zens throw themselves in
harm’s way by walking on the
extreme edge of the road ca-
ressing the kerb, with the con-
stant buzz of traffic for compa-
ny.

The corridor connects RT
Nagar with Sultanpalya and
several surrounding neighbour-
hoods, carrying a steady
stream of BMTC buses, school
buses, cars, and two-wheelers
through the day. Hundreds of
residents, students, and shop-

pers use the stretch daily, yet
pedestrians are left with little
choice but to share the road
with moving traffic.

Large sections of the foot-

When one bank takes !
preventive measures such
as double authentication :
soon after a new UPI ID is !
created, why other banks :
don’t also do the same, he :

Type effort
costs traveller
Rs 7,000

BENGALURU

staff under scanner for abuse

A simple typing error while
booking a train ticket turned
into a costly lesson for an IT
professional, who was fined
more than Rs 7,000 and
treated as a ticketless travel-
ler despite carrying a valid
reservation and identity
proof.

After quitting his job in
Bengaluru, 24-year-old Ra-
makant M was preparing to
return to his hometown,
Nagpur, Maharashtra, on
June 23. Around 8pm, he
boarded Train 22691 KSR
Bengaluru—Hazrat Nizamud-
din Rajdhani Express.

The journey appeared rou-
tine until the Travelling
Ticket Examiner (TTE) ar-
rived to verify tickets. Seat-
ed in his reserved second
AC berth, Ramakant showed
his e-ticket on his phone.
What followed left him
stunned.“When I displayed
the ticket, the TTE asked me
to come with him to the first
AC coach.

Another TTE joined us
there. They told me my ticket
was invalid and that I might
have to pay a penalty
amounting to twice the fare,”
Ramakant recalled.Accord-
ing to him, the officials
pointed out that his age had
been entered as 1 instead of
24 while booking the ticket.
Initially, I thought there was
some problem with their
system. But when I checked
the ticket myself, I realised
it was a typing error from
my end,” he said. Ramakant
said he immediately pro-
duced his ID proof to estab-
lish his age and identity.

I'ATIIS NOT REALLY FOR WALKING

When pedestrlans pushed off Bengaluru footpaths!

i e L

path have been taken over by
fruit vendors, cobbler kiosks,
temporary stalls, banners, and
commercial spill over.

In several places, shopkeep-

. BENGALURU

i Police have booked five wom-
i en employed at a daycare cen-
¢ tre inside an IT company cam-
¢ pus in Bengaluru after videos
i purportedly showing toddlers
¢ being abused surfaced, trigger-
¢ ing an investigation into allega-
i tions of physical assault and
: cruelty.

The alleged incidents took

¢ place at a childcare facility in
i Brookefield, where employees
. of the IT company leave their
i young children while they are
i at work, police said on
: Wednesday.

The matter surfaced on Mon-

i day after videos purportedly
: showing the abuse were circu-
i lated on WhatsApp and report-
i ed to the Child Helpline,
: prompting police action.Ac-
¢ cording to police, the footage
i allegedly shows children cry-
: ing while being subjected to
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Toddlers put inside
washing machine, water
sprayed into mouths with

toilet jet, 5 staffers

booked

physical abuse and intimida-
tion by the caregivers.
Investigators said the videos
purportedly show the women
threatening toddlers aged be-
tween two and three years
whenever they cried or created

a disturbance. According to the
complaint, the caregivers al-
legedly placed children inside
a front-loading washing ma-
chine, made them sit on a west-
ern-style toilet, sprayed water
into their mouths using a toilet
jet spray, locked them inside
bathrooms and threatened them
into remaining silent.

Based on the complaint, po-
lice registered a case against
the five women under relevant
provisions of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act.

“The accused women are be-
ing questioned, and we are also
verifying the authenticity of the
videos and trying to establish
when the incidents occurred
and whether more children
were subjected to similar
abuse, he said. No arrests have
been made so far, police said,
adding that further investiga-
tion is underway.

© Along with women empower-
i ment, MLA ST Somashekhar
i said that development will be
i given high priority by organiz-
i ing sports and religious activi-
¢ ties for the youth of the con-
. stituency.

He was speaking at the prize

i distribution ceremony for
i the women who participated
¢ in the Rangoli competition
i organized as part of Wom-
i en’s Day celebrations in Ta-
¢ laghattapur, Kengeri, Kengeri
i Kote and Byadarahalli wards
i at Modi Ground in Kom-
¢ magatta of Yeshwantpur as-

sembly constituency.

Somashekhar said that he
has never celebrated his birth-
day in his political life.

He said that he considers ev-
ery day of development of the
constituency, including wom-
en’s programmes, religious
activities, festivals, cricket
tournaments for youth, ka-
baddi, volleyball, wrestling,
Dasara celebrations, Sank-
ranti celebrations, as well as
every day of development of
the constituency as his birth-
day and that he has been sat-
isfied in working as a servant
according to the expectations
of the people of the constitu-
ency.

Development will be given high priority: MLA

. BENGALURU

Youth leader Nishant So-
mashekar said that Yeshwant-
pur constituency MLA ST
Somashekar is not someone
who comes once in 5 years,
but he has an attitude of re-
sponding to the hardships and
happiness of the people of the
constituency by providing fi-
nancial assistance to students
who have scored the highest
marks in the SSLC and PUC
annual examinations to sup-
plement the educational prog-
ress of the children of wage
laborers and emphasizing the
construction of maternity hos-
pitals, dialysis centers, and
government college buildings
for women’s health.

ers have parked vehicles di-
rectly on the pavement, leaving
virtually no room for people to
walk. Garbage heaps make
matters worse. Waste, discard-
ed furniture, dry tree trunks,
and branches occupy entire
sections of the footpath, forc-
ing pedestrians onto the car-
riageway.Continuity is another
casualty.

The footpath frequently nar-
rows, disappears, or is blocked
by encroachments and over-
grown vegetation, forcing pe-
destrians to keep switching
between the pavement and the

road.

At several locations, the us-
able width shrinks to less than
a metre.The situation is espe-
cially worrying around
schools. Several children walk-
ing on the road because foot-
paths were either blocked or
unusable.

Dinnur Main Road is rela-
tively narrow for the traffic it
carries, and buses travelling in
opposite direction often leave
barely enough space along the
edge of the carriageway:.

For pedestrians pushed off
the footpath, every walk be-

comes a risky negotiation with
traffic. For a corridor lined
with homes, schools, and busi-
nesses, the pedestrian infra-
structure falls well short of
what the neighbourhood de-
mands. Footpaths have been in
this condition for years without
good remedy.

Senior citizens, like my
mother, cannot use many of
these footpaths because of the
huge difference in levels. The
roads, too, are in poor condi-
tion, and traffic is menacingly
overwhelming: Sunitha Sonu,
Kaval Byrasandra resident.
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unveils a

MYSURU

With thousands of devotees
expected to throng the famous
Chamundi Hills during the
auspicious Ashada Fridays
starting from July 17, Urban
Development Minister Dr
Yathindra Siddaramaiah di-
rected officials to ensure
smooth, safe and hassle-free
darshan arrangements, leav-
ing no room for inconve-
nience to pilgrims.

Chairing the preparatory
meeting at the Dasoha Bha-
van atop Chamundi Hills on
Wednesday, the Minister
stressed that devotees' safety
should be the foremost prior-
ity. Officials must make com-
prehensive arrangements to
prevent overcrowding and
stampede-like situations
during the festival period. The
Ashada celebrations will
commence with the first
Ashada Friday on July 17,
followed by the second on
July 24, third on July 31,
Goddess Chamundeshwari's
Vardanthi Mahotsav on Au-
gust 4, and the fourth Ashada
Friday on August 7.

The Minister directed the
Police Department to deploy
adequate security personnel
and maintain effective crowd
management throughout the
festivities. On Ashada Fri-
days, the temple will remain
open for devotees from 5.30
am until closing time, while
on the Goddess' Janmotsava,
public darshan will begin at 8

MYSURU CITY

ASHADA FRIDAYS AT CHAMUNDI HILLS

Minister Dr Yatindra

Pic by Hampa Nagaraju

am. Separate timings for VIP
darshan have been fixed from
5.30 am to 9.30 am.

Emphasising environmental
protection, Dr Yathindra or-
dered strict enforcement of
the ban on plastic atop Cha-
mundi Hills, installation of
additional dustbins and main-
tenance of cleanliness. Resi-
dents of the hill will be al-
lowed entry after verification
of their Aadhaar cards to
avoid inconvenience.

The Minister also instructed
officials to ensure round-the-
clock availability of doctors
and medical staff at the Nam-
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ma Clinic' on the hill and to
station three ambulances near

the temple premises.
CESCOM has been directed
to ensure uninterrupted power
supply and adequate lighting
at the parking areas and
across the hill.

The Mysuru City Corpora-
tion has been asked to deploy
sufficient civic workers, in-
stall mobile toilets at the
parking area and on the hill,
and provide six battery-oper-
ated vehicles for the conve-
nience of elderly and differ-
ently-abled devotees. Addi-
tional CCTV cameras will be
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ilgrim Plan

m VIP darshan timing 5:30
am to 9:30 am

m Steps to check stam-
pede-like situation

® Emergency medical
staff stationed

m CCTVs to provide addi-
tional security to devotees

m Special amount for the
special darshan

installed, while private vehi-
cles will not be permitted to
ascend the hill during the fes-
tival.

Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy in-
formed the meeting that free
KSRTC bus services will op-
erate from the Lalitha Mahal
Grounds on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays during the
Ashada festival.

Facilities to deposit foot-
wear will be arranged both at
the Lalitha Mahal bus parking
area and the City Bus Stand
for the benefit of pilgrims.

The meeting was attended
by Mysuru City Police Com-
missioner Seema Latkar, Zilla
Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer S. Yukesh Kumar,
Mysuru City Corporation
Commissioner Shaikh Tan-
veer Asif, Chamundi Hill De-
velopment Authority Secre-
tary Roopa, and senior offi-
cials from various depart-
ments.
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AAI Mysuru Airport Warns
Against Laser Lights

MYSURU

Airports Authority of India
(AAI), Mysuru Airport has is-
sued a strong public advisory
against the use of laser lights,
beams, and high intensity
searchlights directed towards
the sky, aircraft, or the Air
Traffic Control (ATC) Tower.

With the festive and wed-
ding season underway, offi-
cials warn that decorative la-
ser displays pose a grave risk
to pilots and controllers, po-
tentially endangering hun-
dreds of lives.

Laser strikes can cause
flash blindness, severe cock-

pit disorientation, and disrupt

Mysore Airport Director P.V.Ushakumari

used and they are pointed

The laser lights hit the
eyes of pilots and that
is a grave threat to the
passenger safety also.
During the coming festi-

vals like Dasara, marriage
g and other occasions, the
high beam laser lights are

out towards the airport

also. The laser lights directly hit the eyes of pilots and

cause problems in the landing of aircrafts. Last year,
two such cases were brought to her notice by the

pilots and the same had been brought to the notice
of the deputy commissioner. The copies of the letter
have been sent to the police department and Mysu-
ru City Corporation asking them to be careful while

giving permission for the use of laser lights during the

carnivals.

It is punishable under the BNS to use the laser beams
towards the airport. Hence, the citizens must desist
from the use of laser beam for the safety of the
passengers.

ATC operations. Violations
are punishable under the Air-
craft Act, 1934, Aircraft
Rules, 1937, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) 2023, and
DGCA Civil Aviation Re-
quirements, with offenders
facing prosecution, fines, and
imprisonment.

Event organisers, marriage
halls, and religious institutions
within 20 km of
Mysuru Airport are urged to
avoid skyward lasers, fire-
works, and sky lanterns. All
large outdoor events must no-
tify airport authorities 48
hours in advance if light shows
or fireworks are planned.

Report incidents immedi-
ately: Mysuru Airport Control
— 0821 2596320.

Aviation safety is a shared
responsibility. A single laser
beam can endanger hundreds
of lives. The Airport Director
has appealed to citizens to
celebrate responsibly and
keep Mysuru skies safe.

Gruha Jyoti scheme: CESC begins
door to door collection of details

MYSURU

Chamundeshwari Electricity
Supply Corporation Limited
(CESC) began carrying out
door-to-door data collection
process for all beneficiaries of
the state government’s flag-
ship 'Gruha Jyothi Yojane'
(GJY) with effect from today.

The Gruha Jyothi Scheme,
which was launched in July
2023, is undergoing a data
collection process. CESC me-
ter readers and CESC staff
will visit consumers’ homes
to collect the informations of
the beneficiaries. This process
will be completed on-site us-
ing a mobile application and a
declaration form.

As part of the State Gov-
ernment's beneficiary verifi-
cation exercise under the flag-
ship Gruha Jyothi scheme,
M.S. Archana, Managing Di-
rector of CESC, personally
visited consumers' homes to
verify beneficiary records and
related documents in Mysuru
on Wednesday.

She was accompanied by L.

Lokesh, Technical Director;
G. Renuka, Chief Financial
Officer; R. Ramaswamy, Gen-
eral Manager; Sunil Kumar,
Superintending Engineer; of-
ficials Subhash, Ramesh, In-
drani and others.

Documents Required for
Data Collection

The Energy Department has
requested all beneficiaries to
furnish the following docu-
ments for verification during
the on-site visit by CESC

staff: Aadhaar Card, Pass-
port-size photograph, Voter
ID Card, PAN Card, Tenancy
or rental agreements (if appli-
cable), Ration Card and Caste
Certificate (if applicable).
Since physical verification
by the CESC meter reader is
the only approved method to
complete this process, benefi-
ciaries are requested to coop-
erate fully with the CESC Me-
ter readers, who will carry of-
ficial identity cards, to ensure
a smooth and efficient update.

Mysuru Jayadeva Hospital successfully
performs advanced 'Unicorn’ cardiac procedure

MYSURU

Doctors at the Mysuru branch
of Jayadeva Institute of Car-
diovascular Sciences and Re-
search have successfully per-
formed an advanced "Uni-
corn" cardiac procedure for
the first time at the hospital,
marking a significant mile-
stone in structural heart treat-
ment. The procedure was car-
ried out on a 73-year-old pa-
tient, Dr. K.S. Sadananda,
Medical Superintendent, said.
The patient, Kamalamma
Marigowda,73 years, from
Goralli village in Periyapatna
taluk, was not a suitable can-
didate for conventional open-
heart surgery. During a TAVI
(Transcatheter Aortic Valve
Implantation) procedure, doc-
tors used the highly special-
ised Unicorn technique to
prevent a potentially fatal
blockage of the coronary ar-
teries, a rare but serious com-
plication that can occur
during valve replacement.
Dr. Sadananda said this is
the fourth time the Unicorn
procedure has been performed

/

in Karnataka and the first
time at the Mysuru Jayadeva
Hospital. He congratulated
the medical team for achiev-
ing this milestone.

Dr. Harshabasappa said an-
other complex structural heart
intervention was also success-
fully carried out on the same
day. The second patient, S.
Siddaraju (73) from Anasale
village in Malavalli taluk, had
severe calcification of the aor-
tic valve. After implantation
of an artificial valve, the pa-
tient developed a rare compli-
cation known as prosthetic
leaflet malfunction. The team
promptly performed cathe-
ter-based manipulation, suc-
cessfully resolving the prob-

lem without the need for fur-
ther surgery.

Dr. Harshabasappa said the
successful completion of two
highly complex TAVI proce-
dures in a single day demon-
strates that Mysuru Jayadeva
Hospital now possesses
world-class expertise in struc-
tural heart interventions.

He thanked the hospital's
Director Dr. Dinesh B., Med-
ical Superintendent Dr. K.S.
Sadananda, and the entire
medical team for their sup-
port and contribution. Among
those present were Dr. Srin-
idhi Heggade, Dr. Shashi-
kanth, Dr. Pankaj B., Shan-
thakumari, Satish, and
Bhuvan.

Raincoats distributed
to Mysuru civic
workers under

CSR initiative

MYSURU

Urban Development Minister
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah
distributed raincoats to civic
workers at a programme joint-
ly organised by CYIENT
DLM, CYIENT Foundation,
and the Mysuru City Corpora-
tion at the Corporation Hall
on Wednesday.

He appreciated the initia-
tive of the Mysuru City Cor-
poration and CYIENT Foun-
dation for providing raincoats
to civic workers under the
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) programme. The
raincoats would help sanita-
tion workers perform their
duties comfortably and safely
during the monsoon season.

“Young artists are the true torchbearers of Karnataka's cultural heritage”

MYSURU

Young artists are the true cul-
tural soldiers of the nation,
entrusted with the vital re-
sponsibility of preserving and
passing on the rich legacy of
art and culture to future gen-
erations, said Prof. K. Ra-
makrishnaiah, Vice-Chancel-
lor of the Dr. Gangubai Han-
gal Music and Performing
Arts University, Mysuru.
Speaking after inaugurating
Yuva Saurabha 2026, jointly
organised by the Department
of Kannada and Culture and
the University at the KSGH
Auditorium in Mysuru on
Wednesday, he drew a com-
parison between soldiers
guarding the nation's borders
and artists safeguarding its
cultural heritage, and said
while the contributions of sol-
diers are invaluable, young
artists play an equally signif-
icant role in protecting the
identity and traditions of soci-
ety. "Art may be invisible in
essence, but it possesses the
extraordinary power to come
alive on stage and communi-
cate emotions, beauty, joy and
sorrow to audiences," he said.
Prof Ramakrishnaiah noted

that while the University is
responsible for imparting
structured and classical train-
ing in the arts, the Department
of Kannada and Culture plays
a crucial role in nurturing
these art forms and taking
them closer to the people.

Explaining the significance
of the title Yuva Saurabha, he
said "Saurabha" means fra-
grance. Just as a flower
spreads its fragrance after
blossoming, young artists en-
rich society by spreading the
fragrance of culture through
performances such as Dollu
Kunitha, Kamsale, theatre,
classical music and light mu-
sic.

Registrar Prof. M.G. Man-
junath said the University's
primary objective is to pre-
serve, promote and impart
education in music, dance and
performing arts. The Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture
shares the same vision by en-
couraging and supporting ar-
tistic talent across the State,
he added.

The programme featured
performances by young ar-
tistes, including light music,
folk songs and group dances.
A colourful procession led by

performers presenting tradi-
tional folk dances such as Ta-
mate and Kamsale welcomed
the dignitaries.

Prof. Manjunath observed
that Kamsale has traditionally
been viewed as a male-domi-
nated art form, but the out-
standing performances by
young women reflected
changing times and the grow-
ing inclusivity of traditional
arts.

He also announced the
staging of Venisina Varthaka,
the Kannada adaptation of
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William Shakespeare's The
Merchant of Venice.

The University also plans to
beautify its campus by adorn-
ing interior and exterior walls
with murals depicting themes
related to music, dance and
theatre, besides introducing
students to fine arts through
collaborations with art institu-
tions.

Joint Director of the De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture Nirmala Mathamati said
the Department has been nur-
turing talent through initia-

tives such as Chiguru for chil-
dren, Yuva Saurabha for
youth and Saurabha for senior
artists. She emphasised that
nations are built not merely
with bricks and stones but by
uniting people's hearts, and
that art and cultural activities
play a vital role in fostering
harmony, preserving heritage
and shaping responsible citi-
zens.

Assistant Director Dr. M.D.
Sudarshan, faculty members
and other dignitaries were
present.

ELECTORAL ROLL SPECIAL
INTENSIVE REVISION (SIR)

OBSERVER SELVAKUMAR
REVIEWS ENUMERATION
FORM DISTRIBUTION

MYSURU

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls has

commenced in Mysuru district.

In this connection, the district's Electoral Roll Observer and
District In-charge Secretary, Selvakumar, visited the district and
reviewed the ongoing distribution of Enumeration Forms (EFs)

to voters.

He received updates from the Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy and the Electoral Registration Officers on
the present stage of the Special Intensive Revision process. The
officials were instructed to take all necessary measures to en-
sure that no eligible voter is left out of the electoral rolls.

Selvakumar also personally visited Ward No. 6, Gokulam, in
the 217-Chamaraja Assembly Constituency, to inspect the dis-
tribution of Enumeration Forms (EFs) to voters.

The DC, along with the Deputy Commissioner of the Mysu-

ru City Corpo-
ration, Zonal
Commission-
er, revenue of-
ficials, and
Booth Level
Officers
(BLOs), were
present during =
the inspection. A~
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Fire safety mock drill
planned for industry
workers

Chitradurga
A fire safety demonstra-
tion and mock drill will be
held on July 2 at the Cen-
tral Silver Plant in the
Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Commission premis-
es, Chitradurga industrial
area. The programme will
begin at 11am and will
teach workers how to re-
spond during unexpected
fire accidents. Officials
will demonstrate fire
control methods, safety
measures, and the cor-
rect use of firefighting
equipment. The District
Fire Officer said the event
aims to create awareness
among industrial staff
and help them under-
stand safety steps need-
ed to protect workers and
property during emergen-
cies. The session will pro-
vide practical training for
better preparedness.

KRIMS ventilators
remain safe and fully
functional

Karwar
Adequate ventilators in
good condition are avail-
able and functioning at
KRIMS Hospital. There is
no shortage of ventilators
and officials confirmed
that all machines are
working properly. The
hospital also has suffi-
cient oxygen supply for
patients. KRIMS Director
said the equipment was
purchased through a gov-
ernment tender at a cost
of Rs. 24.62 crore and
supplied to the hospital.
The machines were
checked by experts and
department heads be-
fore use. Officials stated
that the medical equip-
ment is safe and func-
tioning well. The hospital
assured patients that
necessary facilities are
available and care servic-
es will continue without
problems.

Workshop to guide
rehabilitation workers
on schemes

Udupi
A one-day informa-
tion workshop for ru-
ral and urban rehabili-
tation workers of
Karkala taluk will be
held on July 3 at the
Karkala Taluk
Panchayat. The work-
shop, starting at 10
am, will provide de-
tails about schemes
offered by the Depart-
ment of Disabled Per-
sons and services
available at the Dis-
trict Rehabilitation
Centre for Disabled
Persons. Officials said
the programme aims
to help rehabilitation
workers understand
available facilities and
support systems bet-
ter. The District Reha-
bilitation Centre office
informed that the ses-
sion will improve
awareness and help
workers provide better
assistance to persons
with disabilities in ru-
ral and urban areas.
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Raw bomb supplier
arrested in car blast case

Authorities secured the recovered bomb, conducted
controlled disposal, and sent collected remains for
forensic examination in Shira city

TUMAKURU

Police have arrested a person
who allegedly supplied a raw
bomb linked to the car explo-
sion case on the Tumaku-
ru-Shira highway. District
Superintendent of Police
Ashok K. V. said the investi-
gation revealed that George
Niklov Fernandes provided
the explosive material to Na-
gendra, who died in the inci-
dent.

The explosion occurred on
June 27 and police confirmed
the use of a raw bomb during
the investigation. A joint op-
eration was carried out by the
Tumakuru Special Investiga-
tion Team and Uttara Kanna-
da district police, leading to
the arrest of the accused from
Chandavar village in Honna-
var.

Police officials said Fer-
nandes had prepared and sup-
plied raw bombs locally,
mainly for fishing activities.
The investigation also found
that he had allegedly given

similar materials to other lo-
cal persons including Sandeep
Gowda, Narayana Dollugow-
da and Nagaraju Dollugowda.
The accused became unwell
during questioning and was
admitted to Kumta Govern-
ment Hospital by Ankola po-
lice for treatment. Further in-
vestigation will continue after
his recovery, officials said.
The raw bomb recovered
from the explosion site was
secured by authorities. A fo-
rensic team later examined
the material and carried out a
controlled disposal in an iso-
lated area of Shira city. The
remains were collected and

sent for further scientific ex-

amination.

Police have formed special
teams to trace the source of
the explosive material and
identify everyone connected
to the case. DySP of Shira
Sub-Division B.K. Shekhar
and CPI D.G. Srinivas are
leading the investigation with
a team of officers.

The police said further de-
tails will be revealed after
completing the ongoing in-
vestigation.

Authorities assured that
strict action will be taken
against those involved in the
incident.
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Rain shortfall: Farmers urged

MANDYA

The district administration
has advised farmers to adopt
alternative crops and scientif-
ic farming methods as the
monsoon rains have failed to
meet expectations in Mandya
district. Deputy Commission-
er Dr. Kumar stressed the
need for creating awareness
among farmers to prevent
losses caused by irregular
rainfall.

Speaking at a review meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s office on seed distribu-
tion and crop planning, Dr.
Kumar said that sowing activ-
ities have been slow due to
insufficient rains. He noted
that only about five percent of
the sowing target has been
completed so far, while rain-
fall in the district is nearly 35
percent below normal.

He said farmers should be
guided to choose short-dura-
tion and less water-consuming
crop varieties when monsoon
rains are delayed. The Agri-
culture Department has al-
ready suggested alternative
crops such as millets, ragi,
arka crops, buckwheat, lin-
seed and sunflower instead of
traditional paddy cultivation.

to adopt alternatlve crops

The Deputy Commission-
er instructed agriculture of-
ficials to prepare a detailed
alternative crop plan and
submit a report within one
week. He emphasized that
timely planning is essential
to protect farmers from fi-
nancial losses during
drought-like conditions.

He also directed that nod-
al scientists be appointed in
all 31 hoblis of the district
to conduct awareness pro-
grammes and hold regular
meetings with farmers.
These initiatives are expect-
ed to strengthen communi-
cation between farmers and
experts at the field level.

Dr. Kumar further assured
that there is no shortage of
seeds or fertilizers in the
district and sufficient stock

Dr. Kumar said delayed
rains slowed sowing,
urged alternative crops,
and directed officials to
prepare plans protecting
farmers from drought-
related losses

is available to meet de-
mand. He asked officials to
create awareness through
farmer contact centres and
ensure that farmers are in-
formed about suitable crops
based on weather condi-
tions.

Officials were also in-
structed to conduct ta-
luk-level meetings to guide
farmers on alternative farm-
ing practices and improve
preparedness for uncertain
monsoon conditions.

BACHENAHATTI TO GET
KARNATAKA PUBLIC SCHOOL SOON

MAGADI

A new Karnataka Public
School (KPS) will be started
at Bachenahatti in Magadi ta-
luk to strengthen government
education and provide better
learning opportunities for ru-
ral children, said Block Con-
gress President K. Krish-
namurthy.

Speaking after visiting
Bachenahatti High School
with education officials and
local leaders, Krishnamurthy
said MLA H.C. Balakrishna
has given importance to im-
proving the education system
through group education proj-
ects in the taluk. He said KPS
schools in Sankegatta, Thip-
pasandra and Kudur are al-
ready functioning successful-

He explained that more
than 1,800 students are re-
ceiving quality education at
Kudur and similar facilities
will now be provided at
Bachenahatti. The new school
will offer classes from LKG
to PUC under one roof, giving
students access to better facil-
ities near their homes.

To address teacher shortag-
es and improve competition
with private schools, 15 gov-
ernment schools under
Bachenahatti Gram Panchayat
will be merged. Schools in
Maralagondanahalli and
Kallur villages will remain
separate due to higher student
numbers. The combined sys-
tem will provide quality
group education to 166 stu-

dents using available teaching
resources.

Until a new building is con-
structed, classes from 6th to
10th standard will be conduct-
ed in the existing high school
building, while lower classes
will function in another Gram
Panchayat building. Plans are
also being made to include a
PU college facility in the fu-
ture.

Officials said a free trans-
port system will be introduced
for students travelling from
nearby villages. Routes have
already been planned to make
travel easier without affecting
school staff duties.

The school’s former stu-
dents have also supported the
initiative by collecting funds
and improving the appearance

of the school building through
painting and decoration.

Field Education Officer Ra-
jegowda said three KPS
schools are already active in
the taluk and the remaining
approved schools, including
Bachenahatti, will begin oper-
ations this year. Teachers have
received training to teach in
both Kannada and English
mediums.

Former representatives and
community members said the
new school would help poor
and middle-class children re-
ceive quality education free of
cost.

The initiative is expected to
bring modern learning facili-
ties to rural areas and help
students compete at wider
levels in the future.

Guarantee officials asked to
support voter revision work

CHITRADURGA

District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
Chairman R. Shivanna Gan-
jigatte has appealed to all
Guarantee Committee office
bearers to actively participate
in the Comprehensive Revi-
sion of Voter List process.

He said district and ta-
luk-level chairmen, vice-chair-
men and members should co-
ordinate with BLO-2 officials
in their respective areas and
help complete the SIR-2026
process effectively. He
stressed that special attention
should be given to including
all eligible new voters in the
voter list.

Shivanna said office bearers
have the responsibility of en-
suring proper implementation

of government guarantee
schemes while also supporting
the voter revision work. He
asked them to maintain regular
contact with BLOs and local
leaders to avoid mistakes
during the process.

He added that, as per the di-
rections of the Chief Minister,
Deputy Chief Minister and
district MLAs, officials should
work carefully to ensure bene-
fits reach eligible citizens. He
also warned that people whose
names are missing from the
voter list may face difficulties
in receiving guarantee scheme
benefits and other government
facilities.

The chairman urged com-
mittee members to create
awareness among beneficiaries
and encourage them to verify
their voter details.

Haveri leaders

urge citizens to

protect voting
rights

HAVERI

Assembly Speaker and MLA
Rudrappa Lamani said voting
is a fundamental right of ev-
ery citizen and urged eligible
people to ensure their names
are included in the voter list
during the special comprehen-
sive revision process.

Speaking at a meeting of
BLA-2 representatives of
Haveri Assembly constituen-
cy held at the tourist center,
he said the revision process
will continue until the end of
this month. He asked workers
to help Dalits, daily wage
workers and other eligible cit-
izens complete the required
procedures without errors.

Lamani said voter cards
represent a citizen's identity
and existence, and no eligible
person should be left out of
the list.

Chitradurga records steady progress
in SIR voter verification drive

CHITRADURGA

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR)-2026 of electoral
rolls is progressing steadily in
Chitradurga district, with
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
carrying out house-to-house
visits to distribute enumera-
tion forms to voters.

The exercise, launched on
June 30 under the directions
of the Election Commission
of India, will continue until
July 29. As of July 1, officials
had distributed 1,64,428 enu-
meration forms across the dis-
trict, which has 1,661 polling
stations and 14.40 lakh regis-

¢ tered voters.

| N AT

District Election Officer
and Deputy Commissioner T.
Venkatesh on Wednesday vis-
ited Bommalinganahalli, Mo-
lakalmuru and Challakere ta-
luks to review the progress of
the verification drive and in-
spect the distribution of
forms.

According to official data,
the district has identified
14,809 deceased voters, 58
permanently shifted voters, 39
duplicate entries and 10 ab-
sent voters during the ongoing
revision process. Officials
said the exercise aims to en-
sure that the electoral rolls
remain accurate and updated
ahead of future elections.

Journalists pay tribute to
reporter Ishwar in Pavagada

PAVAGADA

The Pavagada Taluk Press As-
sociation organized a condo-
lence meeting following the
sudden demise of Tumkur
newspaper reporter Ishwar.
Journalists gathered and paid
emotional tributes by offering
flowers to his portrait.

Speaking on the occasion,
Working Journalists Associa-
tion District Director and Ta-
luk In-charge Dodderi Kani-
mayya said Ishwar was an ac-
tive, honest and dedicated
journalist. He worked continu-
ously to highlight public issues
and bring the concerns of ordi-
nary people before the author-
ities through his reports.

He said Ishwar always
played an important role in
journalist organizations and
his death is a major loss to the
media community. His com-

i mitment and contribution to

journalism will be remem-
bered, he added.

Journalist Satya Lokesh said
he was deeply saddened by
Ishwar’s passing. He described
him as a responsible reporter
who covered issues with accu-
racy and sincerity. He said Ish-
war had a strong concern for
society and always worked for
the welfare of people.

Journalist Ramanjinappa
shared his memories of Ishwar

and said he had known him
since his days working at Pra-
japragathi newspaper. He re-
membered Ishwar as a kind,
humble and friendly person
who treated everyone with re-
spect.

He said Ishwar considered
journalism not just a profes-
sion but a service to society.
His absence has created a big
gap among colleagues and
friends.

Karwar ofﬁce adopts solar power for savings

KARWAR

The Uttara Kannada District
Social Forestry Division Of-
fice has become a model for
renewable energy use by in-
stalling a solar rooftop sys-
tem and reducing its elec-
tricity expenses significant-
ly. The initiative has helped
the government office move
towards clean energy while
also creating additional in-
come through electricity
generation.

A 5 kW solar rooftop net
metering system was in-
stalled at the Karwar office

at a cost of Rs. 4.20 lakh.
The system became opera-
tional in April 2026 and now
produces an average of 600
units of electricity every
month. During summer, dai-

ly production reached nearly
29.5 units, while rainy sea-
son generation continues at
around 6 units per day.
Before the solar installa-
tion, the office paid around

Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 6,000 every
month for electrlclty After
the project, the monthly
electricity expense has re-
duced to about Rs. 1,000,
saving more than 80 percent
of the cost.

The extra electricity pro-
duced after meeting office
requirements is supplied to
the local power grid. HES-
COM pays the department
Rs. 3.08 per unit for the ad-
ditional electricity supplied.
Already, 292 units of sur-
plus power have been sold.

Deputy Conservator of
Forests Manjunath Navi said

the project shows how gov-
ernment buildings can suc-
cessfully adopt eco-friendly
technology. He explained
that solar panels on office
rooftops can reduce govern-
ment spending and help con-
trol environmental pollution.

The idea was encouraged
during a district meeting
where officials suggested
generating solar power from
government buildings. Fol-
lowing this, the Social For-
estry Department office in-
stalled the rooftop plant
with support from the ad-
ministration.

Hi-Tech Hospital To Begin Public Service Soon

HUNSUR

The newly constructed Hi-Tech
Hospital on Hunsur Nagar By-
pass Road has reached its final
stage and will be handed over
within two months for public
service, District Nodal Officer
Dr. Mallika said.

During a review visit related
to the Pulse Polio Program, Dr.
Mallika met health officials and
discussed the progress of the
hospital project. City Public
Hospital Superintendent Dr.
Shivshankar requested the con-
cerned department to complete
the remaining work quickly so
that the hospital could be shift-
ed to the new building.

Dr. Mallika said the final

construction work, completed
with a grant of Rs. 9 crore, is
expected to finish soon. After
receiving necessary approvals,
the facility will be handed over
for use. She also said the by-
pass road work is underway
and the issue will be brought to
the attention of the MLA for
early completion.

The nodal officer appreciated
the taluk’s achievement of
99.90 percent success in the
Pulse Polio Campaign. She also
reviewed patient-related issues
and hospital facilities.

An emergency vehicle donat-
ed by HPCL was provided to
Hunsur Public Hospital, taking
the total number of available
vehicles to four.




BENGALURU, MYSURU

QUICK READ

Students honour
doctors during National
Day celebration

Hunsur
Talent Education Insti-
tute students visited the
city public hospital during
National Doctors’ Day
and honoured doctors on
duty. They distributed
fruits, hampers and
bread to patients, making
the celebration meaning-
ful. Students appreciated
doctors’ service and
learned about theirim-
portant role in society.
Hospital officials includ-
ing Dr. Satish, Dr. Sujatha,
Dr. Sujitha and Dr. V. Ravi-
kumar attended the pro-
gramme. Teachers and
over a hundred students
participated. Doctors and
staff praised the insti-
tute’s social service and
efforts. The event high-
lighted respect for
healthcare workers and
encouraged young peo-
ple to support communi-
ty welfare activities with
kindness and great en-
thusiasm.

Mahiboob Jeelan takes
charge as Koppal Sub-
Divisional Officer

Koppal
Mahiboob Jeelan has of-
ficially assumed charge
as the Koppal Sub-Divi-
sional Officer following
a government notifica-

tion. He took over the
position on June 25. The
Sub-Divisional Officer’s
office informed that all
government, semi-gov-
ernment, and other offi-
cial letters requiring the
officer’s attention
should now be sent to
Mahiboob Jeelan at the
Koppal Sub-Divisional
Office. Officials shared
the office contact de-
tails for communication
with the new officer. The
appointment is expect-
ed to strengthen admin-
istrative work in the sub-
division and ensure
smooth public services.
The department wel-
comed the new officer
and wished him success
in his responsibilities.

Farmers must submit
declaration for crop
insurance

Gadag
Farmers registering under
the Raitha Suraksha
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana for the
2026-27 monsoon sea-
son have been asked to
submit a self-declaration.
The Agriculture Depart-
ment said loan-free farm-
ers must confirm that
they have not received
Kisan Credit Card or agri-
cultural loans from banks
for the insured crops.

Five arrested with
stolen gold and
weapons

TUMAKURU
The Tumakuru police
have arrested a group
accused of robbing mo-
torists on roads and
stealing valuables from
temples across the dis-
trict. They seized twen-
ty-five gold thalis weigh-
ing eighty-six grams and
other ornaments. The ar-
rested accused included
people from Hassan,
Mandya and Ramanaga-
ra districts.Police said
the suspects were
caught near Jodugatte
village in Turuvekere ta-
luk while allegedly pre-
paring to commit anoth-
er robbery. Weapons and
stolen items were recov-
ered during the investi-
gation.Officials said the
gang had stolen from
twenty-two temples and
collected property worth
lakhs. Superintendent of
Police Ashok K.V. said
cases were registered
and further inquiry is on-
going.
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Over 1.31lakh students join anti-drug pledge drive

Dr. Heggade urged youth to practice discipline and self-control, warning that addiction harms individuals, families, and society

BELTHANGADY

In a major statewide initia-
tive, more than 1.31 lakh stu-
dents from 1,281 schools and
colleges across Karnataka
participated in the online
“Swasthya Sankalpa” pro-
gramme aimed at creating
awareness against substance
abuse on the occasion of the
International Day Against
Drug Abuse.

The programme was organ-
ised by Sri Kshetra Dhar-
masthala Grama Abhivruddhi
Yojane and Akhila Karnataka
Janajagruti Vedike and was

simultaneously conducted
across educational institu-
tions. The central event, host-
ed at the organisation’s main
office, was inaugurated by
Dharmadhikari Dr. D. Veeren-
dra Heggade.

Addressing the participants,
Dr. Heggade highlighted the
importance of discipline and
self-control among youth. He
said that while human senses
are naturally drawn towards
temptations, it is essential to
exercise restraint to lead a
meaningful life. He cautioned
that addiction not only de-
stroys individual futures but

also harms families and soci-
ety, and urged students to re-
main vigilant and committed
to positive values.

Hemavati V. Heggade em-
phasized the need for sus-
tained efforts to build an ad-

diction-free society and said
that the Janajagruti Vedike
has been working as a social
movement to promote aware-
ness. She encouraged young
people to become role models
and spread awareness about

healthy living and moral val-
ues.

Renowned cardiac surgeon
Dr. Devi Prasad Shetty, who
participated as a resource per-
son, urged students to use
their potential constructively
for nation-building. He ad-
vised them to engage in ser-
vice-oriented activities and
avoid falling into harmful
habits that can derail their fu-
ture.Senior police officer Dr.
H.N. Venkatesh Prasanna de-
livered a detailed presentation
on the dangers of drug abuse,
legal consequences, and its
wider social impact. He also

highlighted preventive mea-
sures and the importance of
community participation in
tackling the issue.

Organisers noted that the
Janajagruti Vedike has con-
ducted over 24,500 awareness
programmes so far, reaching
nearly 21 lakh students, sup-
ported by around 1,300
trained resource persons.

The event witnessed partic-
ipation from several officials
and dignitaries, and conclud-
ed with a collective pledge by
students to stay away from
drugs and lead disciplined,
healthy lives.

Sunil Kumar Bajal said MCC Commissioner must follow legal
frameworks, criticising decisions allegedly made without proper scrutiny

CITU threatens agitation over
MCC street vendor raids

MANGALURU

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) has warned
of intensifying its protest if
the Mangaluru City Corpora-
tion (MCC) continues evic-
tion drives against street ven-
dors without providing alter-
native rehabilitation mea-
sures.

A large organisational
meeting was held at AKG
Bhavan in Bolar under the
leadership of the Dakshina
Kannada District Street Ven-
dors Association affiliated to
CITU. The meeting focused
on safeguarding the liveli-
hood rights of street vendors
and opposing what the union
termed as “unilateral and il-
legal” enforcement actions
by the civic body.

CITU Dakshina Kannada
District General Secretary
Sunil Kumar Bajal, inaugu-
rating the meeting, stated that
the MCC Commissioner
must function strictly within
constitutional and legal
frameworks. He criticised the
corporation for allegedly tak-
ing decisions without proper

—

legal scrutiny and called such
actions unacceptable.

Honorary President B.K.
Imtiyaz strongly objected to
the use of bulldozers against
street vendors, stating that
such measures were against
the welfare-oriented gover-
nance model expected in
Karnataka. He questioned the
state government’s silence
and warned that continued
enforcement actions without
rehabilitation would lead to
intensified protests.

Several leaders, including
Sikandar Beg, Vijay Jain,
Shivanand, Jyothi Bai, Naga-
raj, and Lakkamma, ad-
dressed the gathering, ex-
pressing solidarity with the
vendors and condemning

eviction drives. They alleged
that repeated raids were dis-
rupting the livelihoods of
economically vulnerable
families dependent on street
vending.

The meeting also passed a
series of resolutions demand-
ing that all MCC eviction
operations, including Sunday
bazaar actions, be halted un-
til proper rehabilitation ar-
rangements are made. It
called for the formation of a
Town Vending Committee
under the Street Vendors
(Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vend-
ing) Act, 2014, along with a
proper survey and issuance
of identity cards and certifi-
cates to vendors.

Officials told to act against

begging a

HOSAPETE

Ballari Principal District and
Sessions Judge K.M. Ra-
jashekar directed officials to
take strict action against child
begging and child marriage
cases during the district-level
monthly progress review
meeting held at the district
court.

Speaking at the meeting,
the judge instructed officials
to immediately rescue chil-
dren found begging on roads,
junctions and religious places.
He said such children should
be shifted to safe care centres
and children’s homes to pro-
tect their future.

The judge said police offi-
cials and the Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment must work together
whenever children are in-
volved in begging activities.
He also appealed to citizens
to share information about
such cases through the child
helpline 1098 or emergency
number 112.

Expressing concern over
increasing cases of child mar-
riage and POCSO-related in-
cidents in rural areas, Ra-
jashekar stressed the need for
joint efforts by police, educa-
tion officials and child wel-

o

fare departments. He said
awareness programmes
should be conducted regularly
to prevent such social issues.

The judge also directed au-
thorities to identify school
dropouts through house-to-
house surveys and help them
return to education. He em-
phasized that girls” education
should receive special atten-
tion to build a safer and stron-
ger society.

During the meeting, offi-
cials discussed public com-
plaints related to delays in
land surveys, land acquisition
and settlement matters. The
judge instructed revenue offi-
cials to resolve these issues at
the local level and prevent
unnecessary disputes from
reaching courts.

He also highlighted the up-
coming National Lok Adalat
scheduled for July 11. The

nd child marriage
S

event aims to settle more than
4,000 civil, criminal and com-
promise cases. He encouraged
citizens to use the opportunity
to resolve disputes quickly
through legal procedures.
Several senior officials at-
tended the meeting, including
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge B.T. Kumaras-
wamy, District Legal Services
Authority representatives,
police officers, social welfare
officials and local administra-
tion members.The meeting
concluded with a call for bet-
ter coordination among de-
partments to protect children,
improve public services and
ensure quick justice for citi-
zens. Officials said collective
action and public support are
essential to address social
problems effectively and cre-
ate a safer environment for
everyone in the district.

Namratha Mohan urges balance between passion and profession

MOODBIDRI

Spiritual content creator
Namratha Mohan, popularly
known as ‘Temple Girl’, has
urged students to maintain a
healthy balance between pro-
fession and personal passion
to achieve true and lasting
success.

She was speaking at a spe-
cial lecture organised by the

Rostrum Speakers Club of
Alva’s Education Foundation
under the Belandigala Chin-
tana series in Moodbidri. Ad-
dressing students, she shared
her personal journey from
corporate careers to digital
content creation focused on
temples and Indian spiritual
heritage.

Namratha Mohan recounted
her early struggles, noting

that she cleared job interviews
after 19 attempts before work-
ing with major firms such as
JP Morgan, Citi Bank, and
Walt Disney.

Despite a successful corpo-
rate career, she and her hus-
band later chose to leave their
jobs to pursue content cre-
ation without any formal
background in video produc-
tion.

| NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMMED IBRAHIM
S/o CHAND PASHA aged 40
years, residing at NO 8, FLAT
NO 502, 24TH MAIN ROAD,
SECTOR 2 HSR LAYOUT,
BENGALURU-560102, do hereby
declare that | have changed
my name from MOHAMMED
IBRAHEEM TO MOHAMMED
IBRAHIM , henceforth, and | shall be
known and called as MOHAMMED
IBRAHIM, for all purposes, vide
affidavit dated 01ST JULY 2026,
sworn before Advocate and Notary
R VISHWANATH at Bangalore.

Master plan panel meet
soon at Kukke Temple

SUBRAHMANYA

A Master Plan Committee
meeting will be convened
soon to initiate development
works worth X604 crore at the
Kukke Sri Subrahmanya Tem-
ple to enhance facilities for
devotees, said State Religious
Endowment Commissioner
Sharat B during his visit to
the shrine.

The commissioner stated
that several major infrastruc-
ture projects, including a cir-
cumambulatory pathway (sut-
tupowli), dormitory facilities,
and construction of 1,000-
room accommodation blocks,
will be taken up under the
comprehensive development
plan. He assured that the
works would begin shortly
and be completed in a time-
bound manner to benefit pil-
grims visiting the temple.

Sharat B made the an-
nouncement after holding a
series of meetings with the
temple administration and
Public Works Department of-
ficials at the temple premises.
He also reviewed ongoing
discussions regarding various
development needs, including
Ashlesha Bali mandapa, staff
quarters, salary structures, re-
cruitment of additional staff,
and remuneration for ritual
priests performing sevas at
the temple.

He noted that all these as-
pects would be addressed sys-
tematically and confirmed
that the Master Plan Commit-
tee meeting would be held
soon to approve and acceler-
ate the execution of pending
works.

During his visit, the com-
missioner was accompanied
by temple management com-
mittee members, executive
officers, engineers, and advi-
sory board members. He also
inspected key locations iden-
tified for new constructions,
including the proposed dormi-
tory complex and staff resi-
dential quarters.Officials
briefed him on the urgent in-
frastructure requirements
aimed at improving facilities
for the increasing number of
devotees. The administration
stressed the need for better
accommodation, improved
queue management systems,
and enhanced service facili-
ties at the temple.The com-
missioner also reviewed the
architectural blueprint of the
proposed circumambulatory
pathway and examined the
planned development areas on
site.Temple authorities ex-
pressed confidence that the
proposed 2604 crore master
plan will significantly up-
grade pilgrim amenities and
streamline temple operations
once implemented.

 NAME CHANGE

|, VAZEER AHMED , S/o,
Mohammed Usman Tholalu, Resident
of Rose Wood Estate Kollahalli
Sakleshpura Taluk Hassan Dist
573134, have changed my name
to VAZEER AHAMMED , vide
affidavit dated: 01.07.2026 before
notary B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA
RAO, Bengaluru.

|, BADRUNNISA SYEDA ,
W/o, Hafeez Khan, Resident of No
3655,Ward No 11 Ghousia Mohalla
BesideGhousia Masjid Ramanagar

Dist, 562159, have changed my name
to BADRUNNISA , vide affidavit
dated: 01.07.2026 before notary

B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,

Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE

|, CHANDRIKA S, Aged 34
Years, D/o Shankar B, Resident
atNo.2, 2nd Cross, S R Nagar,
Bengaluru South, Wilson
Garden, Bengaluru-560027, have
changed my name to KHADIJA
FATIMA, vide affidavit dated:
27.10.2025 before notary
ARUNA.V, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

|, HAFIZ KHAN , S/o,
Latif Khan, Resident of No
3655, Ward No 11 Ghousia

Mohalla BesideGhousia Masjid
Ramanagar Dist, 562159, have
changed my name to HAFEEZ
KHAN , vide affidavit dated:
01.07.2026 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

LOST OF DOCUMENTS

I, R. Rajesh S/o Renukaradhya, residing at No.
15 Dargajogihalli (towards Nagasandra Road),
Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore Rural District,
hereby inform to the public that,

| have purchased the property measuring
30x35 feet, In Survey No. 58/5, 6.27
acres, Khatha No.: 2291, Site No.: 35,
30x35 registered in the name of R. Rajesh,
Doddaballapur Sub-Registration Office, Book
1, Volume 12, Pages 55 to 57, Registration
No.. DBPD 225, belonging to the village,
Dargajogihalli, Kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapur
Taluk, purchased from D. Kumar.

The said original purchase deed was
accidentally lost While going to the Bus stand
by auto from Shantinagar on: 28.05.2026. If
anyone found this original purchase document
please deliver it to the above address or
inform to Mobile. No: 9886024088.

080-41209042

To place a classified ad

contact

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
C.Mis No. 808/2025

Petitioner: Puttahanumaiah, Sfo Late.
Hanumaramaiah, Aged about 65 years, R/
at Dadaghattamadagu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur taluk
And: Respondent: The Tahsildar Doddaballapur
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whether the petitioner has field the above petition
under Section 13(3) of Registration of Birth and
Death act. 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of his father, by name Gopakka W/o Puttahanumaiah
who died on 20-09-1952 at Dadaghattamadagu
Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore
Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person
or through an advocate duly authorized before this
Hon'ble court on 30-07-2026 in default this matter
will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
30th day of June 2026,
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Pri Civil judge &
Doddaballapura

B.S.Krishnamurthy, N.Lalitha, Advodates,
Opposite court complex, 4th Ward, Rajipura,
Doddaballapur,

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
Mis N 2

Petitioner: Narasimhamurthy.D.M,
Slo Muddhayya, Aged about 42 years, R/
at Dadaghattamadagu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur taluk
And: Respondent: The Tahsildar Doddaballapur
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whether the petitioner has field the above petition
under Section 13(3) of Registration of Birth and
Death act. 1969 for seeking the death certificate of
his Uncle, by name Kalluveeraiah S/o Puttarangaiah
who died on 04-10-1994 at Dadaghattamadagu
Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore
Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person
or through an advocate duly authorized before this
Hon'ble court on 30.07.2026 in default this matter
will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
30th day of June 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC Doddaballapura
B.S.Krishnamurthy, N.Lalitha
Opposite court complex, 4th Ward, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur,

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
C.Mis No. 804/2025
Petitioner: Puttahanumaiah, So Late.
Hanumaramaiah, Aged about 65 years, R/
at Dadaghattamadagu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur taluk
And: Respondent: The Tahsildar Doddaballapur
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whether the petitioner has field the above petition
under Section 13(3) of Registration of Birth and
Death act. 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of his Great Grandfather, by name Nanjappa who
died on 15-04-1930 at Dadaghattamadagu Village,
Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore Rural
District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person
or through an advocate duly authorized before this
Hon'ble court on 30-07-2026 in default this matter
will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
30th day of June 2026,
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Pri Civil judge &
Doddaballapura
B.S.Krishnamurthy, N.Lalitha, Advodates,
Opposite court complex, 4th Ward, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur,

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
Mis No. 807/202
Petitioner: Puttahanumaiah, Slo Late.
Hanumaramaiah, Aged about 65 years, R/
at Dadaghattamadagu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur taluk
And: Respondent: The Tahsildar Doddaballapur
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whether the petitioner has field the above petition
under Section 13(3) of Registration of Birth and
Death act. 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of his father, by name Puttahanumaiah S/o Nanjappa
who died on 14-08-1938 at Dadaghattamadagu
Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore
Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person
or through an advocate duly authorized before this
Hon'ble court on 30-07-2026 in default this matter
will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
30th day of June 2026,
By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Pri Civil judge &
Doddaballapura
B.S.Krishnamurthy, N.Lalitha, Advodates,
Opposite court complex, 4th Ward, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur,

CHANGE OF NAME
|, Prabhakar
Kanshettappa Pillanna
R/o #524, WardNo.
10, Nagartha Pete,
Chickballapur, | have
been changed my
name from Prabhakar
Kanshettappa Pillanna
to Prabhakar before
notary SREEDEVI B R,
dated: 29th june 2026 at
Chickballapur.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Prameela W/o
Prabhakar R/o #524,
WardNo. 10, Nagartha
Pete, Chickballapur,
| have been changed
my name from
Pramila Prabhakar to
Pramila before notary
SREEDEVI B R, dated:
29th june 2026 at
Chickballapur

4I(CH)CLASSIFIED
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Bengal cops reshuffle:
15 senior officers
transferred

KOLKATA
The West Bengal govern-
ment announced a major
reshuffle within the state
police department, trans-
ferring 15 senior officers,
including personnel from
the Indian Police Service
(IPS) and West Bengal
Police Service (WBPS).
The state secretariat at
Nabanna issued the noti-
fication, which includes
various promotions and
new duty assignments.
Key changes include An-
jan Chakraborty moving
to the State Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory as IGP,
and Sumanijit Roy taking
charge as the IGP of the
Intelligence Branch (Bor-
der). Meanwhile, Rashid
Munir Khan has been pro-
moted and appointed as
IGP (Headquarters).

Fake enforcement
directorate agent
arrested

AHMEDABAD
The Ahmedabad Crime
Branch has arrested Vi-
jaykumar Patel for alleg-
edly swindling 3.18 crore
rupees from an Angadia
firm. Patel, an Overseas
Citizen of India, falsely
claimed he had high-level
connections within the ED
and CBI to help the firm
recover seized cash. After
receiving payments in
several installments, he
failed to deliver results,
leading the victims to file
a formal complaint. In-
vestigations revealed that
Patel, previously jailed for
a 120-crore rupee scamin
Lucknow, used this de-
ceptive influence to target
others. Authorities are
now searching for three
co-accused as they inves-
tigate this extensive crimi-
nal network.

Govt may question
WhatsApp username
feature

NEW DELHI
The Indian government is
reportedly planning to is-
sue a formal notice to
WhatsApp regarding its
upcoming username fea-
ture. Officials fear the up-
date, which allows users
to interact without shar-
ing phone numbers, could
be exploited for imper-
sonation, fraud, and mis-
information.

While Meta claims the
move enhances privacy,
security experts warn that
without strict safeguards,
it may undermine current
telecom rules requiring
mobile number verifica-
tion. With the Depart-
ment of Telecommunica-
tions emphasizing
SIM-binding to fight digi-
tal crime, authorities are
demanding that
WhatsApp prove its safe-
ty measures can prevent
mass abuse before the
feature rolls out further.
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Cabinet clears Kanpur-Kabrali
Greenfield highway project

The Rs 7,145-crore highway, once ready, to slash travel time to just one and a half hours, allowing
vehicles to cruise safely at speeds between 80 and 100 km per hour

)

NEW DELHI

Travel between Kanpur and
Kabrai is set to become much
faster and easier. The Union
Cabinet, led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, has offi-
cially approved a major new
highway project.

This massive infrastructure
plan will see the construction
of a 117.7-kilometer, four-
lane "greenfield" highway
designed to link these two im-
portant regions seamlessly.

The project comes with a

budget of over Rs 7,145
crore. Once completed, this
modern road will be a
game-changer for commuters
and businesses alike. Current-
ly, a trip between Kanpur and
Kabrai takes about three and
a half hours. The new high-
speed corridor is expected to
slash that travel time to just
one and a half hours, allowing
vehicles to cruise safely at
speeds between 80 and 100
kilometers per hour.

Beyond just saving time,
this highway is vital for the

economy. By connecting in-
dustrial hubs in Uttar Pradesh
with the resource-rich regions
of Madhya Pradesh, it will

make transporting minerals,
farm produce, and industrial
goods much more efficient. It
also links directly with other

key roads, such as the Bun-
delkhand Expressway.

The project is also a huge
win for local workers. It is ex-
pected to create millions of
days of new jobs during its
construction phase. By boost-
ing logistics and supporting
regional growth, this new high-
way represents a significant
step forward for the develop-
ment of the entire Bundelkhand
region. It is a clear commitment
to making travel safer, cheaper,
and faster for everyone living
and working in the area.

NATION

O ibcworldnews.com

Japanese PM
Takaichi visits
India for summit

NEW DELHI

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi arrived in In-
dia for the 16th India-Japan
Annual Summit, marking her
first official visit since taking
office. Her three-day trip aims
to deepen the “Special Strate-
gic and Global Partnership”
between the two nations
during a period of significant
global instability.

Before leaving Tokyo,

Takaichi emphasized that Ja-

Modi hails Indian team
aiding Venezuela

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
lauded Indian medical professionals
currently serving in Venezuela as
“shining examples” of dedication
and service.

His praise came on National Doc-
tors’ Day, highlighting the tireless
work of the team deployed under
“Operation Amistad” following two
devastating earthquakes that struck
the South American nation on
June 24.

The twin tremors, mea-
suring 7.2 and 7.5 in mag-
nitude, have claimed over =z
1,400 lives and left behind
widespread destruction. In
response, India dispatched
a comprehensive relief mis-
sion, including a field
hospital established
by the Indian : :
Army, which be- / =
gan operations £

|2

&“

on June 28. External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar confirmed that the
unit, equipped with vital medicines
and specialized gear, is actively bol-
stering local recovery efforts.
Patients at the field hospital have
expressed profound appreciation for
the care provided. One local resi-
dent, who received treatment for her
injuries, remarked that she had not
experienced such dedicated medical
attention in over 60 years. Beyond
clinical care, the team has gone fur-
ther by arranging transport for
patients returning home, an act
that has deepened the bond
between the responders and
the local community.
Reflecting on the mission,
the Prime Minister noted that
these professionals rep-
resent the very best

of India’s commit-
/\ ment to helping
others during

== | global crises.

Unregulated IVF centers face

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government has
launched a major statewide crack-
down on unauthorized sonography
and In-Vitro Fertilization (IVF) cen-
ters to combat illegal sex determina-
tion and medical malpractice.

Public Health Minister Prakash
Abitkar announced in the State As-
sembly that the government intends
to invoke the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
against violators, marking a signifi-
cant escalation in enforcement ef-
forts.

The initiative follows rising con-
cerns from lawmakers regarding the
surge in unregulated fertility clinics.
Minister Abitkar highlighted a trou-
bling trend of unnecessary [VF pro-
cedures and avoidable C-section
deliveries.

He affirmed a “zero-tolerance”
policy, stating that new legal mea-
sures will target anyone involved in
oocyte trafficking, IVF malprac-
tice, and violations of the Pre-Con-
ception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, includ-
ing doctors and hospital adminis-
trators.

Recent actions have already
yielded results, with arrests made
following the exposure of an illegal

Maha govt crackdown

human egg-trafficking ring in Bad-
lapur and Ambernath.

The health department has
moved to permanently revoke the
licenses of the doctors involved.
Furthermore, authorities have sus-
pended operations at the ‘Babysure
Clinic’ and ‘Indira IVF Centre’ in
Chandrapur after discovering sig-
nificant operational irregularities.

Specialized state-level task forc-
es are now conducting surprise
raids across the region to ensure
strict compliance.

In a move to improve access to
ethical healthcare, the government
is also considering including legit-
imate IVF services under the Ma-
hatma Jyotiba Phule Jan Arogya
scheme, ensuring that those in need
can receive reliable, regulated care
without facing the risks of the
black market.

Odisha govt orders probe

over school textbook errors
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha School and Mass Education Depart-
ment has pledged to resolve errors recently dis-
covered in new textbooks for Classes I through
VIII.

Commissioner-cum-Secretary N Thirumala
Naik announced that the government is taking
urgent steps to provide students with accurate,
updated study materials as quickly as possible.

Following public feedback regarding inaccura-
cies, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi ordered
a formal inquiry. A committee led by the Devel-
opment Commissioner has since investigated the
lapses, identified the officials responsible, and
initiated appropriate disciplinary action. To en-
sure learning remains uninterrupted, the depart-
ment is distributing correction sheets to teachers
while simultaneously finalizing plans to print and
circulate fully revised editions.

Officials are also collaborating with subject ex-
perts to conduct a comprehensive review of all
current texts. Corrected content will be made
available on the department’s official website,
inviting teachers and the public to provide further
feedback to guarantee total accuracy in the final
print.

Addressing recent controversy regarding the
inclusion of the popular Bollywood song “Nim-
buda Nimbuda” in a school textbook, Naik clari-
fied the pedagogical intent. He explained that the
lesson is part of a music education module de-
signed to show how traditional Indian folk songs
are adapted and popularized by contemporary
artists. He emphasized that the reference is strict-
ly for cross-cultural educational purposes, intend-
ed to illustrate how regional music traditions gain
wider recognition, and should not be misinter-
preted. The government remains committed to
refining these resources to uphold educational
standards.

pan’s collaboration with India
is more vital than ever. She is
accompanied by a massive
delegation of over 150 busi-
ness leaders, reflecting a
strong push to boost trade,
innovation, and economic se-
curity through public-private
partnerships. The visit centers

ManipurCM
strengthens
anti-drug fight
withNCB

IMPHAL

tightening enforcement of
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances

boring Mizoram, faces
unique security challeng-

unfenced border with
Myanmar. This proximity
to the "Golden Triangle"

noupal, highly suscepti-
ble to cross-border smug-
gling. Smugglers fre-

rous frontiers to transport
narcotics into India.

on realizing a shared vision
for a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific, building upon agree-
ments made during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Japan last August.
Takaichi will receive a
ceremonial welcome at
Rashtrapati Bhavan tomor-
row morning before heading

Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh has reaffirmed his
government’s unwavering
commitment to disman-
tling drug trafficking net-
works, following a
high-level meeting with
the Narcotics Control Bu-

reau (NCB). into formal talks with Prime
The discussions, held | Minister Modi. The two
with NCB Deputy Direc- | leaders are scheduled to re-

tor General R. Sudhakar,
focused on enhancing in-
telligence sharing and

view the entire spectrum of
bilateral relations, with a
heavy focus on energy, eco-
nomic growth, and regional
security. This summit is seen
as a key opportunity to align
India’s “Act East” policy
and the SAGAR vision with
Japan’s own Indo-Pacific
strategy.

Having recently met on
the sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit in France, both leaders
have already signaled their
intent to prioritize trade and
investment. This high-level
dialogue serves as a testa-
ment to the long-standing
spiritual and cultural ties be-
tween the nations, aiming to
solidify a robust partnership
that ensures stability across
the Indo-Pacific region for
the next decade.

(NDPS) Act.
Manipur, like neigh-

es due to its extensive,

a notorious global hub for
illicit narcotics has made
five districts, including
Churachandpur and Teng-

quently exploit these po-

RAMANAGARA URBAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Kengal Hanumanthaiah Abhivrudhi Bhavan, B.M. Road, Ramanagara

Bengaluru South Dist.-562159, Ph: 080-27276616 e-mail: ruda.me@gmail.com

No: RUDA/E-Procurement/Tender Notification/96/2026-27  Date : 30.06.2026

Tender Notification
(Through KPPP portal only)

As per Karnataka tender transperancey 1999-2000 act 2000 rule
accordingly tender has been invited under signed officer through
KPPP as per Standard tender document. Eligible contractors
registered in public work department can participate for the work
tender called through kppp portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Maximum Amount of Rs. 298.00 Lakhs. EMD Amount is Rs. 2.28
Lakhs. Eligible Bidders can upload through kppp portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in within dated: 15.07.2026 upto
4:00 PM as informed all the required document to be submitted.
For more information contact engineering section of RUDA.

Sd/- Commissioner
Ramanagar Urban Development Authority

DIPR/BSD/147/SA/2026-27 Bengaluru South Dist.

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

No:BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-105/2026-27 Date: 01.07.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/)
Tender is invited for Housing Project work by Bangalore
Development Authority (Indent Number: BDA/2026-27/BD/
WORK_INDENT257)

Tender Schedule is as below.

Tender Schedule: (1) Date of availability of Tender
Documents in e-portal: 01.07.2026 (2) Last date and time
for submission of Tender Pre-Bid enquiries: 03.07.2026,
11.00 A.M. (3) Date and time of tender Pre-Bid Meeting:
04.07.2026, 3.00 P.M. (4) Last date and time for submission of
Tender: 30.07.2026, 4.00 P.M. (5) Date of opening Technical
Bid of Tender: 31.07.2026 after 4.30 P.M.

Interested contractors can view further details on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is requested to
contact the Housing Project Division-1 of BDA during office hours.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) B @BDAOfficialGok

Sd/- Executive Engineer, HPD-1 Division, BDA, Bengaluru

HC grants bail to TMC leader Majumdar

KOLKATA

ongoing investigation.

Majumdar’s arrest followed

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT
RAMANAGARA.
0S NO. 92 of 2025
BETWEEN: Syeda Haneen Sakhib, Aged
about 22 years, Daughter of Syed Sakib

The Calcutta High Court has granted
interim bail to Trinamool Congress
leader Jay Prakash Majumdar, allow-
ing for his release from judicial cus-
tody after nearly a month. Majumdar
had been arrested on June 3 follow-
ing allegations of forcibly occupying
a flat in the Phoolbagan area for over
a decade.

The legal proceedings
saw a brief delay when
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh
withdrew from the case
on June 29 for personal
reasons.

The bail application was
subsequently moved to the
bench of Justice Ajoy Kumar
Mukherjee, who approved the re-
quest. However, the court imposed
strict conditions - Majumdar is pro-
hibited from entering the Phoolbagan
police station area, must appear at the
local station at scheduled times, and
is required to cooperate fully with the

long-standing tensions in the neigh-
borhood. Residents and the flat’s
owner alleged that the leader lever-
aged his political influence to remain
in the property long after his 2012
rental contract expired in 2015. Vic-
tims claimed that previous attempts
to seek police intervention during the
Trinamool’s tenure went ignored.
The situation reached a
breaking point on June 3
when locals protested out-
side his home.
Allegations surfaced that
Majumdar assaulted protest-
ers, prompting police inter-
vention and his subsequent
arrest on charges of forcible occu-
pation, harassment, and threatening
the elderly landlady.

As he leaves custody, the condi-
tions set by the court aim to prevent
further intimidation while the inves-
tigation into his alleged abuse of
power continues.

Ur Rehman, Residing at ward No. 14,
Town Police Station Road, Under

ST, RONFIPOT BRPCHOZTRT 36560,

' dncdremodrch R, ;Jdazssf R, .850°. :Ség, BoneRTy.
Sedmerd Boss: 080-22112809

H0.50.20(8) /8.2 /DTHF /2026-27/606 O0%: 01.07.2026

Boro’ Tpesd
TOODFTVOT VPONOITD (LWF), dnedoemodeen IS
Qen, LONYRT VBT B[ICWOT I IYTOT FOTMONTI,
KW-1 STD wds_oaﬁ.@e;mgoé Boro's  Beoode 3603353%
O-HRBRTHOW L.k FWFST BROT STIBTNT.
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BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Shanthinagar Division,
P.U. Building, 9h Floor, M.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560 001

ground building, R gara Town.
..... PLAINTIFF.
-AND-
The Head Mistress, St. Michel's English
school & others ....DEFENDANTS.
Defendant No.3: The Secretary, Council
for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations, Pragati House, 3rd Floor,
47-48, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019.
..DEFENDANT NO. 3
SUMMONS TO DEFENDANT NO. 3
The plaintiff has filed this suit for
declaration of her father's name as
Syed Sakib Ur Rehman, and for
mandatory injunction directing the
defendants to effect necessary chang

%0 RFMOCH BT %gﬁfgﬂﬁgﬁ
Providing the Street light in the work of Widening and
Improvement work to road of Challakere (NH-150A)

1 | to Vishwanathanahalli Road (State Highway-243) dg%r‘é?
from Km 76.10 to 76.485 in Challakere Taluk “
PWD/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT35581.

Providing the Street light in the Work of Widening
and Improvement work to road at Km 330.10 link

2 | road (Loop Road) of Kumata-Kadamadagi Road dg‘sr%gz
(SH-48) in Challakere Taluk “
PWD/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT35574.

relating to her father's name in the
academic records.

You are hereby summoned to
appear before this Hon'ble court
personally or through your counsel on
03-08-2026 at 11-00 A.M. to answer
the issues in the suit. Failing which the
matter will be proceeded in your
absence and decided exparte.

By order and Seal of Court,

Sd/- Sherasthedar, Additional Civil
Judge and JMFC at Ramanagara.
Advocate For Plaintiff:

Sd/- K.M. Amarnath, Advocate,
Ramanagara.

BT HOWONYY  RNHLAD  VWRBIL [ AET
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in 59 to@o* mméﬁaow@ﬁ@m‘)\
BT SReT m@ﬁm%&» Q03 30.06.2026 0w 14.07.2026
16:00 RooHI3IR Tone P3F TRRT BoBT HOSTHNRH
Q003 14.07.2026 3o 16:00 Ro3oH=TR AROTRICRNT.
el=iond &)wdm’aﬁ)& Karnataka Public Procurement Portal 5¢
TTWORW BTN, %a;ds DJONPR T3 3P B BRI
©QTONY Be00NY FORT WeToDY FOTIE FW T,

T/~ TIOREFTOVT WPRONOSTT(K).

TOROIOY/NVA—R.2/1420 BT N02/2026-27

No: EE/SN/TEND/06/2026-27 Dated: 01-07-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer (Shanthinagar), BCCC invites
tenders from eligible contractors registered in BBMP/
KPWD/CPWD/Railways/MES/National Highway or any
state Govt. Organization for the construction of works
detailed in the Table below.

Sl. Name of the Work

Emergency works In Preparation of Ground for
Celebration of Indepedence Day 15-08-2026 at
1 |Manikshaw Parade Ground and Other Allied Works in
ward no 25, Ashoknagara. Approx. Value of Work :
Rs. 30.00 Lakhs. EMD Amount : Rs. 75000.00

Calendar of events: (1) The Tender Notification along with
Blank Tender Form will be accessible in the website of GOK
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Platform. (2) Pre bid
meeting will be held on 06-07-2026 at 03.30 PM in the
Office of the Executive Engineer, Shanthinagar Division,
9th Floor, PU Building, MG Road, Bengaluru-560001 to
Clarify the issue and to answer questions on any matter that
may be raised at that stage as stated in Instructions to
Bidders of the bidding document. (3) Last Date for
uploading the Filled Tender Document is 09-07-2026 upto
04.00 p.m. (4) Date of Opening of the Technical Bid Tenders

ison 10-07-2026 after 04.30 P.M.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Shanthinagara Division

Bengaluru Central City Corporation
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Vance calls Vatican’s
immigrationstance
troubling

Washington
U.S. Vice President JD
Vance has publicly criti-
cized the Vatican’s position
on immigration, labeling it
“troubling.” This disagree-
ment follows ongoing fric-
tion between the Trump
administration and Pope
Leo X1V, the first American
pope. Pope Leo has fre-
qguently condemned the
White House’s strict de-
portation policies, calling
them inhumane. Accord-
ing to reports, Vance, who
is Catholic, urged church
leaders to consider the
negative impacts of mass
migration. While the ad-
ministration claims its
hardline approach is nec-
essary for national securi-
ty, the Pope continues to
challenge their policies,
also criticizing U.S. in-
volvement in recent global
conflicts.

France sets dates for 2027
presidential election

Paris
The French government
has officially confirmed
the dates for the upcom-
ing 2027 presidential
election. Government
spokesperson Maud Bre-
geon announced that the
first round of voting will
take place on April 18,
2027, with a decisive run-
off scheduled for May 2,
2027. The election will de-
termine the successor to
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, whois ineligible to
run for a third consecutive
term. As the country pre-
pares for a fragmented
race, polls currently show
the far-right National Ral-
ly in a leading position,
fueling expectations of a
contest dominated by po-
litical extremes.
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NEPAL COURT QUESTIONS
CHINESE AIRCRAFT DEAL

Nepal's SS has demanded an explanation over a controversial,

decade-old Chinese aircraft deal causin

KATHMANDU

Nepal’s government is under
intense legal pressure regard-
ing a controversial decade-old
deal to purchase six Chinese
aircraft.

The nation’s Supreme
Court has issued a formal
show-cause notice, demand-
ing an explanation for a pro-
curement process that has left
the state-owned Nepal Air-
lines Corporation struggling
with massive financial losses.

Between 2014 and 2018,
Nepal acquired four Y12E
planes and two MA60 turbo-
props using a mix of Chinese
grants and loans totaling over
6 billion rupees. However, the
investment quickly soured.

e e

Five of these planes have
been grounded at Tribhuvan
International Airport since
2020, gathering dust and de-
preciating in value, while a
sixth aircraft was abandoned
as scrap following a 2020
runway accident.

Experts and officials cite

1 4

high fuel consumption, ex-
pensive spare parts, and poor
performance for the ground-
ing, which has turned these
assets into a heavy financial
burden. Public-interest activ-
ist Bhesh Raj Luintel filed a
petition on June 25, alleging
deep irregularities in the orig-

g massive financial losses

inal decision-making process.
The Supreme Court has now
granted this case legal priori-
ty, ordering the government
and anti-corruption bodies to
explain why a thorough inves-
tigation has not yet been
launched.

Petitioner Luintel is de-
manding a transparent, time-
bound probe into all officials
and consultants involved. De-
spite previous attempts to
lease the idle fleet, no bids
were received. With the pub-
lic demanding accountability
for the lost billions, the
court’s intervention marks a
critical turning point in deter-
mining who will ultimately
answer for this ill-fated avia-
tion project.

Indian Navy ships complete
successful Thai mission

SATTAHIP

Three Indian Naval ships,
INS Udaygiri, INS Shakti,
and INS Kavaratti, have offi-
cially concluded their diplo-
matic visit to Sattahip, Thai-

land. The Eastern Fleet ves-

sels received a
warm, respectful
farewell from the |
Royal Thai Navy,
marking the end
of a highly pro-
ductive mission
aimed at strengthening re-
gional maritime ties.

Led by Rear Admiral Alok
Ananda, the Indian fleet spent
several days in Thailand en-
gaging in activities designed
to foster friendship and pro-
fessional cooperation. Beyond

tactical operations, the crews
participated in shared yoga
sessions and friendly sports
matches, including a spirited
volleyball game. These inter-
actions were intended to build
personal camaraderie and mu-
tual understanding between
: » the two maritime
forces.

To cap off the vis-
= it, the Indian fleet
conducted a Passage
Exercise (PASSEX)
at sea alongside the
Royal Thai Navy ship,
HTMS Chao Phraya. This
joint training exercise al-
lowed both navies to practice
working together effectively,
ensuring they can better man-
age regional security chal-
lenges side-by-side in the

future.

This deployment is part of
India’s ongoing "Act East"
policy and the broader MA-
HASAGAR initiative. By fo-
cusing on the ASEAN-India
Year of Maritime Cooperation
2026, the visit reaffirms In-
dia’s commitment to main-
taining peace and stability
across the Indo-Pacific.

The successful collabora-
tion highlights the deep
bonds between the two na-
tions, setting a positive tone
for future military partner-
ships. As the ships sail away,
they leave behind a stronger
foundation for maritime se-
curity, proving that teamwork
is the best way to keep our
shared waters safe and open
for everyone.

Sitharaman begins France
visit to boost economic ties

Sitharaman begins France visit to strengthen India-France economic ties,
investment cooperation, and technology collaboration initiatives

NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has begun
an official visit to France
aimed at strengthening India—
France economic relations,
expanding investment oppor-
tunities, and enhancing coop-
eration in technology, innova-
tion, and clean energy sectors.
During the visit, Sithara-
man will co-chair the India—
France Economic and Finan-
cial Dialogue (EFD) in Aix-
en-Provence along with
France’s Minister of Econo-
my, Finance and Industrial
and Energy Sovereignty Ro-
land Lescure. The dialogue is
expected to explore new areas
of bilateral cooperation and
deepen existing financial and
economic partnerships be-
tween the two countries.

The Finance Minister will
also engage with global chief
executive officers and partic-
ipate in a roundtable discus-
sion with leading business
leaders. These interactions are
intended to highlight India’s
strong macroeconomic funda-
mentals, ongoing structural
reforms, and expanding in-

vestment landscape.

She is scheduled to speak at
a panel discussion titled
“How to Promote the Growth
of a New Middle Class” at
Les Rencontres Economiques
d’Aix-en-Provence, one of
Europe’s prominent forums
for global economic dialogue.
The event brings together pol-
icymakers, economists, cen-
tral bankers, and industry
leaders to discuss key global
economic challenges and op-
portunities.

As part of her official itin-
erary, Sitharaman will visit
the International Thermonu-
clear Experimental Reactor
(ITER) project at Cadarache.
ITER is one of the world’s
largest international scientific
collaborations on nuclear fu-
sion energy, involving more
than 30 partner countries, in-

cluding India and France.

She will also visit Campus
Cyber, France’s national hub
for cybersecurity innovation
and research. The visit is ex-
pected to promote knowledge
sharing in cyber resilience,
digital security, and innova-
tion in the technology ecosys-
tem.

In addition, the Finance
Minister will meet Renaud
Muselier, President of the
Provence-Alpes-Cote d’ Azur
region, to discuss ways to en-
hance regional cooperation in
investment, clean energy,
technology, and economic de-
velopment.

The visit underscores In-
dia’s ongoing efforts to deep-
en strategic and economic ties
with France and strengthen
global partnerships across
emerging sectors of growth.

NPCI and HSBC enable real-time FX for global UPI payments

NEW DELHI

The National Payments Cor-
poration of India (NPCI) has
announced a strategic partner-
ship with HSBC India to in-
troduce real-time foreign ex-
change (FX) settlement for
cross-border Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) transactions,
aiming to enhance transparen-
cy and efficiency in interna-
tional digital payments.
Under the collaboration,
HSBC India will provide live
FX rates through direct appli-
cation programming interface
(API) integration. This will
allow users to view the exact
amount payable in Indian ru-
pees at the time of transaction
when making payments

abroad, improving clarity and
reducing uncertainty around
currency conversion.

The initiative is expected to
significantly improve the user
experience for Indian travel-
lers using UPI internationally.
By enabling instant FX con-
version and settlement, the
system will ensure that mer-
chants and financial institu-
tions abroad receive payments
in their local currencies with-
out delays, making transac-
tions smoother and more effi-
cient.

NPCI stated that the partner-
ship is a key step in strength-
ening the global acceptance of
India’s digital payments infra-
structure. The organisation
highlighted that the move will

enhance operational efficiency
in cross-border payments
while supporting the expan-
sion of UPI’s international
footprint.

An NPCI spokesperson not-
ed that the collaboration with
HSBC represents an important
advancement in delivering re-
al-time forex conversion and
transparent pricing for users.
The spokesperson added that it
will improve convenience for
customers while reinforcing
trust in digital payment sys-
tems.

The API-based framework
will leverage HSBC India’s
global banking network and
payments infrastructure to en-
able secure, round-the-clock
international transactions. This

is expected to make UPI-based
payments faster, more reliable,
and more widely accepted
across global markets.

At present, UPI services are
operational in nine countries,
including Singapore, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Nepal, Bhu-
tan, Mauritius, France, Sri
Lanka, Qatar, and Cambodia.
These integrations allow Indi-
an users to make QR-code-
based payments directly from
their domestic bank accounts
in rupees while travelling
abroad.

NPCI, which operates under
the guidance of the Reserve
Bank of India and the Indian
Banks’ Association, has been
central to building India’s dig-
ital payments ecosystem.

Police arrest 900 during
South Africa protests

JOHANNESBURG

South African police arrested
more than 900 people follow-
ing nationwide anti-migrant
demonstrations.

The protests, organized by
groups like “March and
March,” targeted undocu-
mented foreigners after a
self-imposed “deadline” for
them to leave the country.
While authorities deployed
thousands of officers to main-
tain order, incidents of van-
dalism and intimidation oc-
curred in several cities. Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa had
earlier condemned the vigi-
lante rhetoric, emphasizing
that the right to protest does
not permit violence. Officials
remain on high alert as ten-
sions over unemployment and
immigration policy persist.

O ibcworldnews.com

S. Korea reviews critical
wartime command transfer

SEOUL

South Korea’s Defence Min-
istry has held a high-level re-
view to accelerate the transfer
of wartime operational con-
trol (OPCON) from the Unit-
ed States. Defence Minister
Ahn Gyu-back presided over
the meeting, emphasizing the
government's commitment to
finalizing the transition before
the end of President Lee Jae
Myung's term in 2030.

The primary focus of the
discussion was the verifica-
tion of "Full Operational Ca-
pability" (FOC), the second
stage of a three-part assess-
ment process.

While Seoul is eager to ex-
pedite this timeline, there re-
mains a noted gap between
South Korean ambitions and
the US requirement for all spe-
cific conditions to be met first.
To bridge this, officials are
working to establish a clear
roadmap before the annual Se-
curity Consultative Meeting
scheduled for October.

A significant portion of the
briefing addressed military
structural reforms. The South
Korea-U.S. Combined Forces
Command (CFC) is actively
transitioning special opera-
tions and other components
into standing, permanent
units. This shift ensures that

=

South Korea’s Defence
Ministry held a high-
level review to
expedite the wartime
operational control
transfer from the US
before President Lee's

term ends in 2030

American and South Korean
troops can jointly manage op-
erational plans and large-scale
drills year-round, rather than
only during crises.

Minister Ahn expressed
confidence that the necessary
military and policy founda-
tions, backed by strong public
support, are ready for the
transfer. The ministry is now
focusing on ensuring the in-
tegrity of a South Korea-led
joint defense posture for the
future. With this review,
Seoul aims to demonstrate its
readiness to reclaim wartime
control, a historic goal that
would fundamentally reshape
the longstanding security alli-
ance between the two nations.

Afghan air strikes target
Pak border bases

KABUL

Afghanistan’s Ministry of De-
fence launched precision air-
strikes against alleged ISIS-
linked targets inside Paki-
stan’s Balochistan and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa provinces.
Officials claim these sites
served as coordination hubs
for sabotage and recent at-
tacks on Afghan civilians.
The ministry reported “heavy
casualties” among militants,

India data centre market seen
reaching $6.8 billion by FY30

NEW DELHI

India’s data centre market is
projected to grow fourfold to
$6.8 billion by FY30, driven
by artificial intelligence (Al),
cloud computing, and rising
digital consumption, according
to a KPMG in India report.

The report estimates that
India’s share of the global
data centre market will nearly
double from 2-3 per cent in
FY26 to around 5 per cent by
FY30, supported by strong
demand, large-scale invest-
ments, and favourable gov-
ernment policies.

India’s installed
data centre capaci-
ty has already §
more than tripled §
since FY19 to
about 1.9 giga-
watts (GW) in
FY26, with an ad-
ditional 4.5 GW expected
over the next five years. The
expansion is being fuelled by
hyperscale cloud providers,
global digital platforms, and
Al-focused companies, re-
placing the earlier dominance
of enterprise and telecom de-
mand.

AT and high-performance
computing are expected to be-
come the primary growth
drivers, accounting for nearly
55 per cent of total capacity
by FY30. This shift is
prompting investments in Al-
ready infrastructure with ad-
vanced cooling systems, high-
er power density, and

GPU-intensive computing
capabilities.

The report highlights In-
dia’s competitive advantages,
including lower construction
costs, affordable power, and a
large pool of IT and Al pro-
fessionals. These factors posi-
tion the country as an attrac-
tive destination for global
digital infrastructure invest-
ments.

Rapid digital adoption is
also accelerating demand,
with more than 950 million
internet users, over 660 mil-
lion smartphone users, and
rising data consumption
across sectors.

The implemen-
tation of data lo-
calisation regula-
tions, including
the Digital Per-
§ sonal Data Protec-

=~ tion (DPDP) Act,
is expected to further boost
domestic demand for data
centres. According to the re-
port, over $120 billion has
already been committed by
hyperscale cloud companies,
global operators, and Indian
firms, reflecting strong inves-
tor confidence in the sector.

Industry experts believe the
convergence of Al, capital in-
vestment, and supportive pol-
icy frameworks is placing
India at the forefront of glob-
al digital infrastructure devel-
opment, making the country
an increasingly important hub
for next-generation data cen-
tre capacity.

Zostel dispute may force 7% stake transfer

MUMBAI

Prism, the parent company of
OYO, has flagged its ongoing
legal dispute with Zostel in its
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP) filed ahead of its
proposed IPO. The company
warned that an adverse ruling
in the case could materially
impact its business, reputa-

tion, and financial condition.
It added that a final unfavor-
able decision may require issu-
ance or transfer of up to 7 per
cent of its shareholding, or
payment of an equivalent
monetary value, to Zostel and
other parties. The dispute aris-
es from a failed acquisition
deal, with arbitration and court
proceedings still pending.

asserting that no civilians
were harmed during the op-
eration. This military action
follows recent Pakistani air-
strikes in eastern Afghanistan
that reportedly killed dozens
of civilians, sparking sharp
diplomatic protests from Ka-
bul. As tensions reach a boil-
ing point, Afghanistan has
vowed to continue targeting
any locations that threaten its
national security and regional
stability.

QUICK READ

India retail leasing
grows 17.6% in tight
supply market

New Delhi
India’s retail real estate
sector recorded strong
growthin Q2 2026, with
gross leasing reaching 2.4
million sq ft across top
eight cities, marking a 17.6
per cent year-on-year
rise, according to a Cush-
man & Wakefield report.
Leasing also rose 23.2 per
cent quarter-on-quarter,
driven by sustained occu-
pier demand despite lim-
ited new supply. Total H1
2026 leasing stood at
4.35 million sq ft. Malls
accounted for 51.3 per
cent of leasing, while
main streets contributed
48.7 per cent. Delhi NCR,
Mumbai, and Hyderabad
led activity, together ac-
counting for 64 per cent
of total leasing volume
across the country.

Jivial Industries lists
twenty percent lower
ondebut

Mumbai
Jivial Industries shares
made a weak debut on
the BSE SME platform on
Wednesday, listing at Rs
156.80, a 20 per cent dis-
count to the IPO price of
Rs 196. The stock came
under further selling pres-
sure after listing, falling
nearly 4 per cent fromits
opening level and at one
point slipping over 22 per
cent below the issue price.
The IPO, open from June
23 to 25, was subscribed
93 per cent. The Rs 31.99
crore issue included a
fresh issue and offer-for-
sale. The aluminium rail-
ing manufacturer serves
construction and design
sectors across India and
exports to Oman.
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KCA revokes three-yearbanon
former India pacer Sreesanth

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM K%
The Kerala Cricket Association ‘«
(KCA) on Wednesday revoked the
three-year ban imposed on former
India fast bowler Shanthakumaran Sree-
santh after accepting his unconditional
apology for remarks made against the
association.

The decision was taken at a special
general body meeting of the KCA, which
resolved to withdraw the disciplinary ac-
tion imposed on the former international
cricketer last year.

According to an official statement is-
sued by the association, the ban was lift-
ed after Sreesanth submitted an uncondi-
tional apology expressing regret over his
comments directed at the KCA.

The association said Sreesanth ac-
knowledged that his statements had
caused concern and conveyed his will-
ingness to move forward in a construc-
tive manner. Taking note of his apology,
the general body decided to revoke the
suspension with immediate effect.

The KCA had imposed the three-year
ban ahead of the previous edition of the
Kerala Cricket League (KCL), alleging
that Sreesanth had made defamatory re-
marks against the association.

The disciplinary action effectively
barred him from participating in KCA-re-

 lated cricketing activities and events.
‘\ The lifting of the ban clears
‘__ the way for Sreesanth to once
' 2 again engage with cricket ac-
tivities conducted under the
KCA'’s jurisdiction, al-
though the associ-

-\
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ation has not
specified wheth-
er he will haveany
immediate role in the
Kerala Cricket League or other
domestic compet tions. Sreesanth, who
represented India in all three formats and
was part of the country’s victorious !
squads in the 2007 ICC T20 World Cup
and the 2011 ICC Cricket World Cup, has
remained a prominent figure in Indian
cricket despite a career marked by f =5
controversy.

The latest development signals an
end to the standoff between the
former pacer and the Kerala fr
Cricket Association. / 5

While the KCA has not
disclosed further details of
the discussions leading to
the decision, it said the
apology and expression
of regret formed the ba- /

sis for revoking the ban.The move is
expected to help restore cordial

relations between the former In-
dia speedster and the state’s
cricket governing body after

nearly a year of dlsc1p11nary
action.

,_\

Kerala Cricket

Association

revokes Sreesanth’s
ban after accepting

apology and
NEE

J "J‘(

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

Iyer hints at cautious
~ approach over Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi’s England debut

CHESTER-LE-STREET

© India captain Shreyas Iyer has
i dropped a subtle hint that teen-
”1 ivﬂ age batting sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi may have to wait
for his international debut,
stressing the importance of
i backing the players who
¢ helped India win the ICC Men’s
: T20 World Cup a few months
: ago.
i Iyer avoided confirming
i whether the 15-year-old would
i feature in the playing XI, despite
i growing anticipation surround-
i ing the youngster’s debut.
¢ Sooryavanshi has been one of
i the most talked-about names
i since being included in India’s
i squads for the tours of Ireland
i and England. However, accom-
: modating the promising left-
¢ hander would likely require
i breaking up the successful open-
:ing partnership of Sanju Samson
. and Abhishek Sharma, both of
i whom played key roles in India’s
¢ recent T20 success.
© “All the players in the team
i have performed well; it’s not that
: only one individual has per-
i formed well,” Iyer told reporters.
i “We have to build opportunity
: and security so that each indi-
i vidual has confidence going for-
i ward into tournaments. The
i players who won the last World

Cup know how to play T20
cricket, and they have continu-
ously been the main pillars of
this format. It is very important
to back them,” he added.

Iyer also reflected on India’s
disappointing series defeat to
Ireland, the first-ever against the
hosts, describing it as “depress-
ing” rather than embarrassing.

“It wasn’t embarrassing, but it
was depressing because we
didn’t expect Ireland to play that
well. They outplayed us in every
department,” he admitted.

The skipper credited Ireland
for making better use of local
conditions, saying India had
fallen short in analysing the
pitch and ground dimensions.

Despite the setback, Iyer be-
lieves the experience has helped
the team prepare better for the
England challenge.

“We learnt a lot from that se-
ries. This is a completely new
chapter for us. A few of us have
played in England before, we un-
derstand the conditions and the
dimensions here, and we’re look-
ing forward to an intense and
challenging series,” he said.

India begin the T20I series
against England on Wednesday,
with all eyes on whether the high-
ly-rated Sooryavanshi earns his
long-awaited international debut
or waits for another opportunity.

McCullum reveals failed bid to convince
Stokes against international retirement

LONDON

England head coach Brendon McCullum
has revealed that he made a last-ditch at-
tempt to persuade Test captain Ben Stokes
to reconsider his decision to retire from
international cricket, but quickly realised
the all-rounder had firmly made up his
mind.

Stokes announced his retirement during
the fourth day of England’s third and final
Test against New Zealand national cricket
team at Trent Bridge, a decision that sur-
prised fans and the cricketing fraternity.
England eventually lost the match by 160
runs, conceding the three-match series
1-2.

McCullum said his initial reaction was
to convince Stokes to continue, but it
soon became clear that the England skip-
per had reached his decision after careful
thought.

“When he confirmed to me that he was
going to retire, first I tried to talk him
down,” McCullum said with a laugh. “It
became pretty obvious that he had made
his decision and he was at peace with it.”

The New Zealander admitted feeling
emotional after accepting Stokes’ deci-
sion, reflecting on the close bond they had

McCullum
admits Stokes

rejected pleas,
remaining completely
at peace with
retirement decision
throughout.

developed over the past four years.

“You’ve been on this journey together
for four years and it’s been a real thrill. I
feel very privileged to have worked close-
ly with Stokesy throughout that time and
to consider him a good friend,” McCul-
lum said.

Describing Stokes as a “leader of men”,
McCullum praised his influence both on
and off the field, saying his conviction
and belief inspired confidence across the
dressing room.

“In a game filled with variables and in-
consistencies, Ben brought consistency

through his belief in every situation. That
gave everyone around him a real sense of
calm,” he said.

McCullum added that replacing a play-
er and leader of Stokes’ calibre would be
a significant challenge, but insisted the
England team would first celebrate his
remarkable career before planning for the
future.

He also said he wanted Stokes’ retire-
ment announcement to be made public
early enough to allow supporters an
opportunity to give him a fitting farewell,
describing the all-rounder as a cricketer
whose impact extended beyond the sport.

Looking ahead, McCullum expressed
confidence in England’s future, saying his
commitment to the team remained unwav-
ering and that the side would continue
building its identity under a new leader.

Bengaluru’s P. Abhay

medals at Karnataka shootmg champlonshlp

BENGALURU

Young Bengaluru shooter P. Abhay Surya, a
Class 10 student of St. Joseph’s School, pro-
duced a remarkable performance at the 14th
Karnataka State Shooting Championship, win-
ning four gold medals in the 10-metre Open
Sight Rifle event organised by the Karnataka
State Rifle Association.

Abhay dominated the compe- Youn
tition by securing gold medals

across four categories — Be ngalU ru promising young shooting talents
Men’s, Junior Men’ in Karnataka.

Yoeiﬁhs,’ anTclirTIS?lrb-Ygllllt}f’ marksman SWeeps " T?lr:i illtlall Karnataka State
cpindning s o four golds, eaming  §hectine Champonahy
sistency against compet-  Stgtewide recognition  shooters from across the state
itors from different age , to compete in various rifle and
groups.His clean sweep at and Wldespread pistol disciplines. Strong per-

one of Karnataka’s premier
shooting competitions has
earned him widespread appre-
ciation from the sporting fraternity.
The outstanding achievement also drew
congratulations from Siddaramaiah, who com-
mended the young shooter for bringing laurels to
the state through his exceptional performance.
Winning across multiple categories is consid-
ered a rare feat in competitive shooting, as it
demands sustained focus, precision and com-
posure over successive rounds. Abhay’s success
reflects years of dedicated train ing and disci-

acclaiminstantly.

Surya wins four gold

-~

pline, making him one of the most

formances at the event are re-

garded as an important mil estone

for athletes aspiring to compete at
the national level.

Abhay’s four-gold haul has further strength-
ened his reputation as a rising star in Indian
shooting. With his impressive showing at the
state championship, the Bengaluru youngster is
expected to bui 1d on this success in future na-
tional competitions, carrying the hopes of Kar-
nataka’s shooting community and inspiring
many aspiring marksmen to pursue excellence
in the sport.

SN R enn g Hardik Pandya relocates to Bengaluru,
makes BCCI COE permanent training base

first- round singles defeat to Maya Joint

LONDON at the age of 47 in 2004.

After dropping the opening set, Williams showed
remarkable resilience in the second. She saved two
match points before edging a tense tie-break to force
a deciding set, drawing loud cheers from the Centre
Court crowd.

The American looked poised for a stunning come-
back after breaking early in the third set, but Joint
responded impressively. The Australian regained
control with aggressive baseline play and won the
final five games to seal one of the biggest victories
of her young career.

Although the singles campaign ended in disap-
pointment, Williams” Wimbledon journey is not
over. She is also competing in the women’s doubles
alongside her elder sister, Venus Williams, with the
 iconic siblings hoping to make an impact together
‘ once again on the grass courts where they have en-
¢ joyed immense success over the years.

. While the defeat denied Serena a winning re-
* turn in singles, her courageous performance
: demonstrated the fighting spir-
g e '-u : \ it 'ghat hag defined her . .
""" i illustrious ca-

Serena Williams’s dream of a fairytale return to
Wimbledon came to an end in the first round as the
seven-time champion lost a gripping three-set con-
test to Australia’s Maya Joint.

Playing her first Wimbledon singles match in four
years, the 44-year-old American battled bravely be-
fore going down 6-3, 6-7 (6/8), 6-3 in a contest last-
ing two hours and 22 minutes on Centre Court.

Williams’ comeback had captured the
imagination of tennis fans
around the world, with
many hoping the legendary
champion could script an-
other memorable chapter
at the All England Club.
However, despite,
flashes of the bril- &
liance that made her &
one of the greatest
players in the P
sport’s history, she
was unable to over- #
come the younger
and inspired Austra-
lian.

The former world
No. 1 became the sec-
ond-oldest player to com-
pete in the Wimbledon
women’s singles draw in
the Open Era, behind only
Martina Navratilova, who
reached the second round

by, .
"

reer. The Centre
Court crowd responded
with a standing ovation,
acknowledging a champion
whose legacy at Wimbledon
remains unmatched by most of
her contemporaries.

NEW DELHI

India all-rounder Hardik Pandya has
relocated to Bengaluru, making the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) Centre of Excellence (COE)
his permanent training base for the
remainder of his playing career, be-
coming the first prominent centrally
contracted Indian cricketer to take
such a step.

The move marks a significant de-
parture from the norm, as India’s cen-
trally contracted players usually visit
the COE only for injury rehabilita-
tion, fitness assessments or national
training camps.

Hardik, who hails from Baroda in
Gujarat, spent much of the last de-
cade living in Mumbai, where he
primarily trained at his Indian Pre-
mier League franchise Mumbai Indi-
ans’ facilities. However, the 32-year-
old has now rented a residence on the
outskirts of Bengaluru, close to the
COE, to facilitate year-round access
to world-class training and rehabili-
tation facilities.

According to a BCCI source, Har-
dik decided to relocate after finding
the daily commute from his Mumbai
residence increasingly difficult. The
move is expected to help him better
manage his workload, fitness and re-
covery while extending his interna-
tional career.

“As a centrally contracted player,
he has access to every facility at the

Hardik chooses
Bengaluru’s
Centre of
Excellence
as long-
term training
base for
international

COE, from injury management to
skill development. He intends to
make it his base whenever he is not
on national, IPL or domestic duty,”
the source said.

Currently recovering from a quad-
riceps injury that ruled him out of
India’s ongoing white-ball tour of the
United Kingdom, Hardik has spent
considerable time at the Bengaluru
facility over the past six months as
part of his rehabilitation programme.

The all-rounder is also understood
to have appointed a personal physio-
therapist and a strength and condi-
tioning coach to complement the
support available at the COE. Even
during skill sessions, including bat-
ting practice against net bowlers ar-
ranged through the facility, Hardik
reportedly bears the additional costs
himself. His rehabilitation remains on-
going after a brief break for personal
commitments, and he is expected to
return to the COE shortly to continue
his recovery.

It remains uncertain whether Hardik
will be available for selection for In-
dia’s upcoming three-match T20 In-
ternational series against Zimbabwe.
His par- _ ticipation will depend
~ successfully com-
- pleting the BCCI’s
Return-to-Play pro-
L tocols and being de-

clared fully fit by the
medical team before
the squad is finalised.
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