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Drought declaration must follow
scientific assessment: Shivakumar

Facing pressure from farmers and Opposition leaders, Shivakumar defended
the government’s cautious approach to expanding drought declarations.

HUBBALLI

Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar on Tuesday said the Kar-
nataka government cannot
declare more taluks
drought-affected without
completing the prescribed sci-
entific assessment and verifi-
cation process.

Speaking to reporters in
Hubballi while on his way to
Gadag, Shivakumar said
drought declarations had to be
based on established parame-
ters and official reports. He
urged farmers and the public
to remain patient while the
assessment process is com-
pleted.

“Kanakapura taluk, which
is my constituency, is also
facing drought, but it has not
been declared drought-hit. I
cannot declare it so just be-
cause [ am the Chief Minister.
There are procedures and
guidelines,” Shivakumar said.

He said reports from the af-
fected areas would have to be
obtained and verified by offi-
cials before any decision was
taken.

The government would also
visit drought-hit areas and as-
sess the difficulties faced by
farmers before deciding on
further measures.

Shivakumar warned that
declaring drought without
proper documentation could
create complications when
central teams verify the situa-
tion. He said the Centre
would have to provide com-
pensation and, therefore, the
state must submit an accurate
report.

“We cannot declare drought
for political reasons,” he said.

The Chief Minister also ac-

‘ ‘ Kanakapura taluk, which is

my constituency, is also
facing drought, but it has not
been declared drought-hit.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

cused the BJP of politicising
the drought issue, claiming
the Opposition had not raised
the matter during the Assem-
bly session and had instead

focused on former minister B
Nagendra.

He dismissed the BJP’s pro-
posed padayatra to Ballari as
politically motivated and said
the Congress would respond
appropriately.

Shivakumar also rejected
allegations that youths were
being forced to join Bharat
Jodo Yuva Sanghas, saying
many were joining voluntarily.

‘Cong will counter’: DKS takes dig at BJP padayatra

Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Tuesday took a dig at the BJP’s 10-day
‘Ballari Chalo’ padayatra, saying the Congress would plan a counter strat-
egy. The BJP march from Lingasugur in Raichur district to Ballari is aimed
at highlighting alleged failures, corruption and anti-people policies of the

Congress government. Shivakumar said the BJP’s agitation would give
the ruling party an opportunity to respond. The nearly 185-km march will
pass through several constituencies before concluding in Ballari. Shiva-
kumar also condemned the FIR against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
calling it “purely political” and saying the party stood by him.

How drought
declaration will work

Assessment
Ground-level drought
conditions will be examined.
Parameters
Prescribed government
guidelines must be met.
Verification
Officials will verify scientific
reports.

Decision
Eligible taluks will be declared
drought-hit.

Centre
A verified report will support
the state’s compensation claim.

Terrorism can’t be
strategic asset: PM

BISHKEK

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday called on
the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) to take a
united stand against terrorism,
saying countries that use it as
an instrument of policy must
be confronted and that there
should be no "double stan-
dards" in the fight against ter-
ror financing, recruitment and
safe havens.

Speaking at the SCO Sum-
mit in the presence of Paki-
stan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Chinese President Xi
Jinping and other leaders,
Modi said terrorism remained
a serious challenge to human-
ity.

Modi also spoke about the
impact of the West Asia crisis,
the need for disputes to be re-
solved through dialogue and
diplomacy, and the impor-
tance of connectivity projects
respecting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
countries.

Modi said that the time had
come to move India's three
pillars for the SCO — securi-
ty, connectivity and opportu-
nity — from vision to con-
crete outcomes.

"Terrorism continues to
pose a serious challenge to
humanity as a whole. In the
fight against terrorism, we
cannot remain confined to an
action-reaction approach,"
Modi said. "We must disman-
tle the entire ecosystem of ter-
rorist financing, recruitment,
radicalisation, and safe havens.
We must speak with one voice
and make it clear that there can
be no place for double stan-
dards on this serious issue." He

Modi’s firm
messageat SCO

No double standards: PM Modi
stated that countries must speak
with one voice and allow no room for
double standards or treating terror
groups as strategic instruments.

Ecosystem destruction: He called
for active steps to cut off terror fi-
nancing, stop recruitment, halt radi-
calisation, and eliminate safe havens.

Zero tolerance: India reiterated its
zero-tolerance stance against
cross-border terrorism, separatism,
and extremism.

Emerging threats: The Prime Min-
ister emphasized the need to tackle
modern dangers like cyber-terrorism
and unmanned aerial/tech threats.

added, "We must send a strong
message to countries that use
terrorism as an instrument of
policy and provide safe haven
and support to terrorists that
terrorism can never be a strate-
gic asset for anyone."

Referring to the West Asia
crisis, he said its effects were
being felt far beyond the re-
gion. "In today's interconnect-
ed world, the scope of securi-
ty has become even broader.
The crisis in West Asia has
demonstrated that a conflict in
one region does not remain
confined to that region," PM
Modi added.

NEET stir: SC quashes all
FIRs against CJP protesters

NEW DELHIL: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday quashed all
FIRs registered against stu-
dents who participated in the
Cockroach Janta Party-led
protests between July 20 to
25 across the country,
prompting the group to call
off its September 5 march in
the national capital.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
also directed the Centre to
provide within three months
compensation to families of
students who ended their lives
over the NEET paper leak.

Closing the criminal pro-
ceedings against the pro-
testors, the bench said,
"Keeping in view the
future prospects of
the young protes-
tors, we invoke our
powers under Arti-
cle 142 of the Con-

stitution to do complete jus-
tice."

Article 142 empowers the
apex court to pass any orders
to do complete justice.

Acceding to the Centre's
request, the apex court, how-
ever, permitted the Delhi po-
lice to register fresh FIRs
against 2,873 individuals with
serious criminal antecedents
who were present in the Jan-
tar Mantar protest.

CJP withdraws Sept 5 stir
The CJP has decided to with-
draw its call for a protest
march on September 5 after
the Centre and four states
urged the SC to quash
FIRs registered against
those who protested
in Delhi and else-
where over the
.. NEET paper leak

issue.
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K’taka seeks relaxed NDRF
norms for drought declaratlon

Parameshwara’s field
visits highlighted
growing distress

among farmers facing

crop losses caused by
inadequate monsoon
rainfall.
v
MYSURU

The Karnataka government
has written to the Centre seek-
ing relaxation of National Di-
saster Response Fund (NDRF)
norms for declaring drought,
Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara said on Tues-
day.

Parameshwara, who is on a
two-day tour of Mysuru and
Chamarajanagar to assess the
drought situation, inspected
affected villages in K R Nagar,
Hunsur and Varuna Assembly
constituencies. He interacted
with farmers and heard their
grievances over crop losses
caused by deficient rainfall.

During his visit to Kan-
chugaranakoppalu in K R
Nagar taluk, Parameshwara
inspected ragi and tobacco
crops along with K R Nagar
MLA D Ravishankar.

He said both crops had been
completely damaged in the
village due to inadequate rain-
fall.

“Both crops are completely
spoiled in this village due to
deficit rainfall. Even as sow-
ing is done in 10,000 hectare
in K R Nagar taluk, all the
crops are destroyed. The situ-
ation is the same in the entire
State,” Parameshwara said.

He said that the State would
soon submit a memorandum to

Karnataka’s drought response
- NDRF norms: State seeks relaxation in existing criteria.

« Ground assessment: Ministers inspecting affected farming areas.

- Crop damage: Ragi, tobacco and other crops reported affected.

» Memorandum: State to submit drought report to Centre.

« Central team: Expected to assess the situation.

« Relief: State seeks ex-gratia support for farmers.

Crops are completely
‘ ‘ spoiled invillages due to
deficit rainfall.

-G Parameshwara,
Deputy Chief Minister

the Union government detail-
ing the drought situation.

“We will soon submit a
memorandum to the Union
government about the drought
situation in the State,” he said.

Parameshwara said the Cen-
tre was expected to send a
team to assess the situation
before releasing financial as-
sistance. The State govern-
ment would also discuss mea-
sures to support farmers and
seek ex-gratia assistance for
those affected.

On demands for farm loan
waivers, the minister said the
government would discuss

Crop losses mount

Deficient rainfall has caused
extensive crop damage in
several parts of Karnataka,
with farmers seeking imme-
diate relief. During his Mysuru
tour, Parameshwara inspected
affected ragi and tobacco
fields in K R Nagar, where
10,000 hectares had report-
edly been sown. The minister
said the crops were complete-
ly destroyed in the area. The
State plans to seek central
assistance and ex-gratia for
affected farmers after submit-
ting a detailed memorandum
to the Union government.

ways to provide support to
farmers. He also said microfi-
nance companies would be
regulated to prevent harass-
ment of farmers, noting that a
law was already in place.

Mamata's niece
found dead at
Bengal home

KOLKATA: TMC supremo and
former West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee's
niece Bristi Mukherjee was
found hanging at her resi-
dence in Birbhum district on
Tuesday, police said.

The body of Bristi
Mukherjee (28), the daughter
of Banerjee's maternal cous-
in Nihar Mukherjee, was re-
covered from a room on the
second floor of her house at
Kusumba village in Rampur-
hat area this afternoon, a se-
nior officer said.

Nihar Mukherjee had pre-
viously served as the Trina-
mool Congress president of
Rampurhat-I block.

"Bristi's body has been
sent for post-mortem exam-
ination to the Rampurhat
Government Medical Col-
lege and Hospital. An inves-
tigation is underway.

The circumstances leading
to the death will be estab-
lished after the post-mortem
and other procedural inqui-
ries," he said.

SHOWING THE DIGITAL PATH

Ashoka vows to intensify BJP stir,
seeks drought relief in all 175 taluks

LINGASUGUR

Opposition Leader R Ashoka
on Tuesday said the BJP’s ag-
itation against the Karnataka
government would continue
despite the resignation of for-
mer minister B Nagendra.
Speaking at the launch of the
BJP’s ‘Ballari Chalo’ padaya-
tra in Lingasugur, he said the
party would continue raising
issues including drought, al-
leged KPSC irregularities,
Bidadi Township and pending
pensions.

Ashoka demanded that the
government declare drought
in all 175 taluks and provide
Rs 50,000 per acre as relief to
farmers. He alleged that 74
taluks had been left out of the
drought declaration due to
lack of funds, while farmers
were struggling with crop
losses and drinking water
shortages.

“The BJP’s struggle will
not stop merely because B
Nagendra has resigned. We
are fighting on issues includ-
ing drought, the KPSC scam
and Bidadi Township,” Asho-

masect sy

ka said.

He alleged that the Con-
gress government had failed
to provide relief to farmers
and claimed that pensions and
Gruha Lakshmi payments
were pending. He also ac-
cused the government of im-
posing taxes and criticised
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar’s drought assessment vis-
its.

On the Valmiki Corporation
alleged scam, Ashoka claimed
Rs 187 crore had reached the
Congress high command and
alleged the money was used
during elections. He described
Nagendra as a “scapegoat”
and said more ministers could
face pressure to resign.

Ashoka also alleged irregu-
larities in KPSC recruitment,
claiming posts were being
sold for large sums.

Karnataka showcases dlgital governance to African delegation

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Tuesday hosted a high-lev-
el African delegation to show-
case the State’s experience in
Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) and e-governance.

The delegation, comprising
senior officials from the Afri-
can Union and six African
countries — Ethiopia, Mala-
wi, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and
Zambia — is in India on an
exposure visit supported by
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

During its Bengaluru visit,
the delegation held discus-
sions with Chief Secretary Dr

Shalini Rajneesh, Principal
Secretary to DPAR (e-Gover-
nance) Pankaj Kumar Pandey,
Centre for e-Governance
(CeG) Chief Executive Offi-
cer T Bhoobalan and other
senior officials.

The discussions focused on
Karnataka’s use of digital
technologies and platforms to
strengthen governance, im-
prove public service delivery
and promote inclusive devel-
opment. Officials briefed the

delegation on the State’s ap-
proach to designing, imple-
menting and scaling digital
initiatives.

The delegation was also in-
formed about the role played
by CeG in supporting govern-
ment departments in their dig-
ital transformation, develop-
ing integrated technology
platforms, improving interop-
erability between government
systems and enabling efficient
and transparent delivery of
citizen services.

Other areas highlighted in-
cluded data-driven deci-
sion-making, strengthening
the technology ecosystem and
adopting emerging technolo-

gies and innovative digital
solutions across government
departments.

Karnataka has emerged as
one of India’s leading States
in e-governance, with CeG
contributing to the develop-
ment, implementation and
management of several tech-
nology-enabled platforms and
digital systems supporting
government departments and
citizens.

The State government reit-
erated its commitment to
knowledge exchange and col-
laboration with national and
international partners to pro-
mote innovative, inclusive
and scalable digital solutions.
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Scam sword or
politicalboomerang?

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

The BJP’s 10-day, 175-km
“Ballari Chalo” padayatra,
beginning from Lingasugur
on Tuesday and culminating
in Ballari on September 10, is
much more than an agitation
over the alleged multi-crore
Mabharshi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribe Development Corpora-
tion irregularities.

For the saffron party, the
march is an attempt to turn a
corruption controversy into a
political bridge to Ballari’s
influential ST electorate and
consolidate its position in a
district where the Scheduled
Tribe population has consid-
erable electoral weight.

The BJP had initially
planned the march to mount
pressure on the Congress gov-
ernment for the removal of B.
Nagendra, but his resignation
has changed the political
script. The party has now
widened the campaign to in-
clude alleged corruption, un-
employment, drought and
other government failures.
BJP leaders are projecting
Nagendra’s resignation as a
victory for their sustained ag-
itation. State BJP President
B.Y. Vijayendra has declared
that the resignation will be
one of the issues raised during
the padayatra, while senior
leader and former minister B.
Sriramulu has alleged that
funds meant for ST develop-
ment were diverted for politi-
cal purposes. “Nagendra’s
resignation is one of the is-
sues. There are several other

pic for representation

issues, including drought and
unfilled vacancies, which we
will raise during the padaya-
tra,” added Vijayendra

But beneath the saffron
show of strength lies a serious
political dilemma. The BJP
itself is not entirely united be-
hind the march, with factional
equations and competing
leadership ambitions in the
Ballari-Raichur belt threaten-
ing to dilute the impact of the
campaign. The participa-
tion—or absence—of promi-
nent leaders could therefore
become as significant as the
crowds along the route.

More importantly, the BJP
risks walking into a political
boomerang. Nagendra is an
ST Nayaka leader, and his
resignation marks the second
time he has quit the ministeri-
al post over the same contro-
versy—first in 2024 and now
in 2026. Congress is seeking
to turn this into a narrative of
an ST leader being politically
targeted by the BJP. Nagendra
himself has hit back, saying
he is only an accused and not
a convict. Congress is already
preparing to rally the ST com-
munity around Nagendra and
portray the BJP campaign as

an attempt to politically ex-

ploit the controversy. “We
want to show the other face of
the Congress party to the Dal-
it community,” Leader of the
Opposition in the State Legis-
lative Council Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy.

The Congress counter, how-
ever, could be equally potent:
“Why target an ST leader
twice when the investigation
is still underway?”” That argu-
ment could resonate if the
community views the BJP’s
campaign as political persecu-
tion rather than a fight for ac-
countability. The BJP hopes
the padayatra will convert the
Valmiki controversy into an-
ti-Congress sentiment in Bal-
lari. But the real test will be
whether it can separate the
issue of alleged corruption
from Nagendra’s community
identity.

If the BJP succeeds, “Bal-
lari Chalo” could become the
launchpad for its 2028 cam-
paign in the Kalyana Karnata-
ka belt. If the ST community
rallies behind Nagendra, the
same march could end up
strengthening Congress in-
stead. The road to Ballari,
therefore, is not merely a pa-
dayatra—it is a high-stakes
political gamble.

Inner purity,
human values key
to peace: MLC
Raghu Kautilya

MYSURU

In a rapidly changing world, it
is essential for people to
strengthen themselves spiritual-
ly and lead their lives with a
spirit of dedication, said MLC
Raghu Kautilya. Speaking after
participating in a Raksha Band-
han programme organised at the
Prajapita Brahma Kumaris Ish-
wariya Vishwa Vidyalaya prem-
ises in Mysuru on Tuesday, he
said that sacred festivals should
not be viewed merely as tradi-
tional rituals, but should be cel-
ebrated by understanding their
deeper significance. “True re-
sults can be achieved only when
there is concentration and dedi-
cation in whatever we under-
take. In this age of technology,
along with external develop-
ment, inner spiritual strength is
equally important. Those in
public life should give impor-
tance to self-purification before
speaking about spiritual matters.
Peace and harmony in society
can be established only through
inner purity, mutual love and a
spirit of dedication. Everyone
should embrace the broader hu-
man message of Raksha Band-
han, which strengthens bonds
and relationships,” he said.

Mysuru turns into a ‘flex
city’, alleges social activist

MYSURU

Social activist Sandesh has ex-
pressed concern over the al-
leged rampant display of flex
banners across Mysuru, accus-
ing elected representatives and
their supporters of violating
civic regulations meant to
keep the cultural city clean and
beautiful.

In a statement, he alleged
that flex banners had been put
up at several locations in the
city in connection with the
birthday celebrations of MP
Sunil Bose. He also alleged
that banners welcoming MLA
Harish Gowda and Minister
Rizwan Arshad had been
erected on roads, lanes and
even lamp posts when the
leaders visited the city. “It is
unfortunate that elected repre-
sentatives, who are expected to
respect and protect the laws
enacted by the government,
are themselves allegedly vio-
lating them.”

Sandesh questioned why the
city administration was al-
legedly turning a blind eye to
the unauthorised banners. He
sought to know whether the
Mysuru City Corporation
Commissioner and the Deputy
Commissioner would also be
held responsible for failing to
act against such violations.

)
NDEPENI

Sandesh urged the authori-
ties to enforce the law uni-
formly against everyone and
impose hefty penalties on
those responsible for unautho-
rised flex banners. Referring to
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar’s reported stand
on penalties for illegal flexes,
he demanded that the authori-
ties impose a fine of up to %10
lakh wherever applicable.

“Who should ordinary citi-
zens approach when elected
representatives themselves are
accused of violating civic
rules? Are there separate laws
for the common people and
elected representatives?” he
asked.

He appealed to the district
administration and civic au-
thorities to immediately re-
move unauthorised flex ban-
ners and take action against
those responsible, irrespective
of their political affiliation.

Sandesh also urged the judi-
ciary to intervene and take
note of the alleged violations,
besides directing the district
administration and elected rep-
resentatives to strictly adhere
to the rules governing public
spaces. “D.K. Shivakumar has
spoken about stringent penal-
ties for illegal flex banners.
The same rules should apply
to everyone,” Sandesh said.

“Govt must shoulder responsibility of

MYSURU

The state government has the
responsibility of protecting
government schools, as these
institutions are essential for the
upliftment of children from
middle-class and economically
weaker sections, said former
Minister B. Somashekar.

Speaking after inaugurating
a seminar on “Save Govern-
ment Kannada Schools” and
presenting the Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan Teacher Ratna
Awards and Nannavva Seva
Awards organised by Nannav-
va Cultural Art Troupe here
on Tuesday, as part of Teach-
ers’ Day celebrations, he said
it should be the Government’s
responsibility to open more
Kannada-medium schools.
The Government should take
greater interest in establishing
more government schools,
particularly in rural areas.
This would also provide
women in rural communities
and surrounding areas with
better opportunities to pursue
education.

The former minister said
with the rapid increase in the
number of English-medium
private schools, people from
lower-income groups are in-
creasingly developing a mind-

set that they must send their
children to private schools to
learn English, even if it means
borrowing money. As a result,
several government Kannada
schools are gradually being
closed, which is a matter of
great concern.

Somashekar stressed that
the quality of teacher educa-
tion at the primary-school lev-
el was extremely important.
In the past, teachers who had
completed TCH along with
SSLC were appointed to pri-
mary schools. However, many
of them did not possess ade-
quate knowledge of important
subjects such as science and
mathematics after completing
SSLC and becoming teachers.
“Therefore, I had introduced
a law making it mandatory for

those seeking appointment as
primary-school teachers to
complete PUC,” he said.

He had fought strongly in
the Assembly to bring about
such legislation. If poor, so-
cially disadvantaged and Dal-
it children were to receive
quality education, teachers
needed to possess adequate
knowledge and skills. This
would help students pursue
higher education and build
better futures.

The former minister re-
called introducing the supple-
mentary examination system
to help rural students who
were failing examinations in
large numbers, and described
the initiative as a social revo-
lution, saying it had faced
considerable opposition. “I

protecting government schools”

insisted before the Chief Min-
ister and succeeded in getting
the legislation implemented.
As a result, many students
were able to appear for sup-
plementary examinations and
pass. Many of them have to-
day gone on to occupy higher
positions and are serving in
responsible posts”.

On the occasion, Suma,
head teacher of Sadvidya
School, and Shantappa, head
teacher of the school at Sri-
kanthapura on the forest
fringe near Gundlupet border,
were honoured with the Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
Teacher Ratna Award.

The Nannavva Seva Awards
were presented to environ-
mentalist Srikanthesh, Prati-
ma Ramesh and Komalakshi
Nagaraju in recognition of
their service.

Dr. T. Padmashree, lecturer
at the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Re-
search and Extension Centre;
Suttur Gram Panchayat Pres-
ident G. Marahalli Rangas-
wamy; national award recipi-
ent Dr. N. Gangadharappa;
trilingual poet and teacher
Prabhashastri Joshyulu; and
Nannavva Cultural Art
Troupe president Yachenahal-
li Mahadev were among those
present.

CIIL Launches Two-Week Orientation
Programme on Indian Grammatical Tradition

MYSURU

The Central Institute of Indian
Languages (CIIL), Mysuru,
inaugurated a two-week Ori-
entation Programme on 'Indian
Grammatical Tradition' in My-
suru. The programme brings
together scholars, teachers and
researchers from across the
country to deepen their under-
standing of India's rich gram-
matical heritage and explore
its relevance to contemporary
language studies.

The programme, being held
till September 14 at the Con-
ference Hall of CIIL, wit-
nessed the participation of
scholars and language experts
representing different linguis-
tic and academic backgrounds.

Prof. Prasad Joshi,
Vice-Chancellor, Deccan Col-
lege Post-Graduate and Re-
search Institute, Pune, is the
Guest of Honour, while Prof.
Saroja Bhate, former Profes-
sor of Sanskrit and Prakrit
Languages, University of
Pune, attended as the Special
Guest.

In his welcome address, Dr.
Sujoy Sarkar, L-JRO, CIIL
and Programme Coordinator,
welcomed the distinguished
guests, scholars and partici-
pants and introduced the ob-
Jjectives of the orientation pro-
gramme. He highlighted the
importance of creating greater
opportunities for systematic
engagement with Indian gram-
matical traditions and wel-
comed participants selected
from across the country. The
strong response to the pro-
gramme, reflected in the large
number of applications re-
ceived, underscored the grow-
ing academic interest in the
subject.

Delivering the presidential

address, Prof. Basavaraja Ko-
dagunti, Director, CIIL, said
the response to the programme
demonstrated the need for sus-
tained study of India's gram-
matical traditions. CIIL had
received around 900 applica-
tions from across the country
and neighboring countries,
with applicants representing
different regions, languages
and disciplines. The partici-
pants included those working
with languages ranging from
Tamil and Kannada to lan-
guages spoken in the
north-eastern and other parts
of India.

Prof. Kodagunti stressed
that Indian grammatical tradi-
tions cannot be confined to
Sanskrit alone. Kannada, Telu-
gu, Tamil, Malayalam, Pali,
Prakrit and other Indian lan-
guages have their own tradi-
tions and histories of gram-
matical analysis. He pointed to
the interaction among different
linguistic traditions as an im-
portant feature of India's intel-
lectual history.

He also announced CIIL's
initiative to prepare around 75
introductory books in linguis-
tics, incorporating greater rep-
resentation of Indian languag-
es and perspectives. Around
15 volumes are expected to
focus on Indian grammatical
traditions, while other books
will incorporate Indian per-
spectives in areas including
phonology, morphology, syn-
tax and semantics.

Prof. Prasad Joshi, in his ad-
dress, described the Indian
grammatical scholarship as an
important contribution to the
scientific study of language.
Referring to Panini and Pataii-
jali, he explained that the Indi-
an tradition developed system-
atic methods for analysing

language through rules and
their application. He noted that
Panini's Astadhyayt demon-
strates how a carefully organ-
ised set of rules can account
for a vast range of linguistic
expressions.

Prof. Joshi further empha-
sised that the study of Indian
grammatical traditions extends
beyond Sanskrit and includes
traditions associated with Pali,
Prakrit, Tamil and other lan-
guages. He described grammar
as a broad field concerned
with different dimensions of
language and highlighted its
relevance to language preser-
vation and linguistic research.

Prof. Saroja Bhate, in her
special address, observed that
Indian grammatical scholar-
ship has contributed not only
to the study of language but
also to wider intellectual tradi-
tions. She noted that the work
of Panini and Patanjali had
influenced the development of
systematic approaches to
knowledge and referred to the
significance of Indian gram-
matical studies in the history
of linguistics. She also drew
attention to the recognition
given by several Western
scholars to India's contribution
to linguistic thought, particu-
larly in the study of Sanskrit
and phonetics.

Prof. Bhate stressed that In-

dia's lingistic heritage should
be viewed in its entirety, en-
compassing Sanskrit as well as
Pali, Prakrit and regional lan-
guages. She urged participants
to look beyond grammar as a
narrowly defined subject and
understand its relationship
with language, culture, com-
munication and intellectual
development.

The inaugural session con-
cluded with the vote of thanks
proposed by Dr. Pankaj
Dwivedi, Assistant Director
(Administration), CIIL.

The two-week programme
features 56 academic sessions
led by 22 experts from various
Central and State Universities,
IITs, I Ts and CIIL. It has 163
registered participants repre-
senting Central and State Uni-
versities, IITs, IIITs and vari-
ous language research insti-
tutes from across the country.

The academic sessions,
scheduled to continue until 14
September 2026, provide par-
ticipants with intensive expo-
sure to the diverse dimensions
of Indian grammatical tradi-
tions and their relevance to
contemporary language stud-
ies. The programme also aims
to facilitate scholarly engage-
ment and encourage further
teaching, research and docu-
mentation in the field of Indian
grammatical traditions.

| |

Perfect Pass Academy clmches double national title

MYSURU

Perfect Pass Football Acade-
my emerged as the double
national champion, winning
both the Under-10 and Un-
der-12 titles at the Indepen-
dence Day Cup 2026, a na-
tional-level football champi-
onship organised by Titans
Football Club.

The Perfect Pass U-10 side
dominated the tournament,
winning all three of its league
matches. It defeated VFC 3-1,
Chikkamagaluru Football
Club 3-0 and ARC 4-3 to fin-
ish on top of its group and
qualify for the knockout
stage.

In the title clash, Perfect
Pass registered a convincing
5-1 victory over Titans Foot-
ball Club. Jeeva Arun scored
twice, while Manvik, Maurya
M. Aras and Mohammed

Umar Khan scored one goal
each.

Jeeva Arun captained the
U-10 team, with Maurya M.
Aras as vice-captain. The
squad comprised Bhavin,
Manvik, Shriskanda, Mok-
shith, Mohammed Umar
Khan and Rishan Singh, with
Tilak G. and Giridhar as sup-
port players.

The U-12 team also pro-
duced an impressive perfor-

mance to secure the second
national title for the academy.
Perfect Pass began its cam-
paign with a 3-0 win over
United Football Club, with
Bhavin scoring twice and
Vachan R. adding one goal. It
then defeated Real Madrid
Football Club 3-0, with M.D.
Yousuf, Leeshan Devayya
and Vachan R. finding the net.

Perfect Pass maintained its
unbeaten run in the final, de-

feating Titans Football Club
2-0. Vachan R. and Bhavin
scored one goal each.

Vachan R. led the U-12
team as captain, while goal-
keeper Vishnu Nandan served
as vice-captain. The squad
included Harshajith, Adam,
Bhavin, R.M. Kumar, Chi-
rayu, Leeshan Devayya, Mo-
hammed Yousuf and Sharav
Singh.

Both teams were praised for
displaying excellent team-
work, sporting spirit, tactical
discipline and composure un-
der pressure throughout the
championship.

The academy expressed its
gratitude to coaches Manju-
nath, K.B., Jabir, Devanand,
Rizvi, Mohan, Safan,
Shanesh, Mohith and Chan-
dan, besides thanking the par-
ents for their continuous en-
couragement and support.

Newly nominated RS member
Nagaraj meets Mysuru BJP leaders

MYSURU

BJP national vice-president
and Rajya Sabha member
Prof. M. Nagaraj, who visit-
ed Mysuru for the first time
after assuming the two posi-
tions, was felicitated by Dr.
E.C. Ningaraj Gowda, BJP
co-in-charge for the Mysuru
division.

During the meeting, the
leaders held detailed discus-
sions on strengthening the
BJP organisation across the
Mysuru division, expanding
the party’s activities effec-
tively at the grassroots level
and making party workers
more active and involved in
organisational activities.

Dr.Gowda also held con-
sultations with Prof. M.
Nagaraj on various organisa-
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tional matters concerning
the party in the Mysuru divi-
sion. He sought his guidance
and suggestions on the or-
ganisational programmes
and initiatives to be taken up
in the coming days.

The leaders discussed the
need to further consolidate

the party’s organisational
structure in the Mysuru divi-
sion, boost the morale of
party workers and strength-
en the BJP’s organisational
network from the grassroots.
They stressed the impor-
tance of working together
with unity and coordination
to achieve these objectives.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as the BJP seeks to
further strengthen its organ-
isational presence across the
Mysuru division and ener-
gise its cadre ahead of up-
coming political challenges.

Advocate A.M. Bhaskar,
former Mayor Shivakumar,
Ramesh, former Zoo Author-
ity chairman Shivakumar
and B.K. Supreeth, among
others, were present on the
occasion.
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Say no to PoP, chemical Ganesh Idols

Mysuru administration sounds green festive alert

MYSURU

As the city and district gear
up for the Gauri-Ganesh fes-
tival, the district administra-
tion has urged citizens to cel-
ebrate the festival in an
eco-friendly manner by in-
stalling only clay idols paint-
ed with natural colours and
staying away from plaster of
Paris (PoP) and chemically
coloured idols.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner R. Aishwarya, who
chaired a preparatory meeting
on the Gauri-Ganesh festival
at her office here on Tuesday,
said the district administra-
tion, Mysuru City Corpora-
tion (MCC) and the Karnata-
ka State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) had jointly
issued stringent guidelines to
prevent environmental pollu-
tion during the festivities.

The manufacture, sale,
transportation and immersion
of idols made of PoP and
those painted with chemical
colours containing heavy met-
als have been completely pro-
hibited. Those violating the

rules would face criminal cas-
es under Section 279 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), she warned.

No licence for PoP idol sell-
ers

The ADC said the administra-
tion will not issue trade li-
cences to shops involved in
manufacturing or selling PoP
idols and strict checks should
also be conducted at border
check-posts to prevent the en-
try of PoP idols into the dis-
trict from neighbouring
States. The MCC health offi-
cials and zonal commission-
ers to form teams in coordina-
tion with the police and con-
duct raids on unauthorised
idol-making units. PoP idols
found during such inspections

should be seized and penalties
imposed on the violators, she
warned.

Aishwarya said immersion
of PoP or chemically coloured
idols in natural water bodies
such as rivers, lakes and wells
has been strictly banned. Idols
worshipped at homes should
be immersed within the prem-
ises, while public idols must
be immersed only in mobile
immersion tanks or artificial
ponds designated by the civic
authorities.

Committees installing
Gauri-Ganesh idols in public
places must obtain prior per-
mission from the concerned
local bodies, including the
MCC, city municipalities or
gram panchayats, as well as
the police department.

No loudspeakers after 10
pm

She said the administration
has also prohibited the use of
single-use plastic, flex mate-
rials and plastic decorations
in festival pandals. To ensure
public peace and prevent
noise pollution, the use of
loudspeakers and micro-
phones has been completely
prohibited between 10 p.m.
and 6 a.m.

Before immersing idols,
devotees must separate wet
puja materials, including
flowers, fruits and banana
stems, and hand it over to lo-
cal-body waste collection
vehicles.

Aishwarya appealed to cit-
izens to choose eco-friendly
clay idols, celebrate the fes-
tival with devotion and en-
sure that religious celebra-
tions do not come at the cost
of the environment.

Additional Superintendent
of Police C. Mallik, officials
of the KSPCB, district
and taluk panchayat officials
and others attended the
meeting.

Set Vriddhi
Sharma
Selected for
AITSC 2026

MYSURU

Sergeant GT Vriddhi Sharma
of 14 KAR Battalion NCC, a
Grade 10 student of Manasa-
rowar Pushkarini Vidyashra-
ma, has been selected to par-
ticipate in the prestigious All
India Thal Sainik Camp
(AITSC) 2026, being held in
New Delhi from 31st August
to 11th September 2026.

Her selection is the result of
several months of dedicated
training, relentless hard work,
discipline, determination and
perseverance, said Unit Com-
mander Second Officer N.
Ravikumar. Her participation
in this prestigious nation-
al-level camp is a proud
achievement for the school
and an inspiration to her fel-
low students.

MYSURU

Mysuru is fast emerging as
a major centre for advanced
plastic, reconstructive and
aesthetic surgery in Karna-
taka, with a growing net-
work of highly qualified
specialists offering world-
class treatment across the
city.

The Karnataka Associa-
tion of Plastic, Reconstruc-
tive and Aesthetic Surgeons
(KAPRAS) will hold its
state conference, KAPRAS-
CON 2026, in Mysuru on
September 5 and 6. The con-
ference will bring together
around 140 plastic surgeons
from Bengaluru, Mangaluru,
Belagavi, Shivamogga, Bal-
lari, Hubballi, Hassan and
other parts of the State. In-
vited specialists from Mum-
bai, Pune, Jaipur and Luc-
know will also participate.

The two-day conference
will feature around 40 scien-
tific papers covering various
aspects of plastic and recon-
structive surgery. Prizes will
be presented for the best sci-
entific papers, besides
awards for postgraduate stu-
dents. Cultural programmes
have also been planned as
part of the conference.

The inaugural programme
will be held at 11 a.m. on
September 5. As part of the

Mysuru emerges as hub for advanced
plastic, reconstructive surgery

conference and to showcase
Mysuru, KAPRAS has or-
ganised a Climbathon for
plastic surgeons at Chamun-
di Hills at 6.30 a.m. on Sep-
tember 6. Members of the
public have been invited to
participate and interact with
leading plastic surgeons
from Karnataka and other
parts of the country. The
conference also highlights
the growing strength of plas-
tic surgery services in Mysu-
ru. As many as 23 qualified
plastic surgeons are current-
ly practising in the district,
providing services through
major multispecialty hospi-
tals and clinics.

Plastic surgery, specialists
point out, extends well be-
yond cosmetic procedures.
It plays a crucial role in the
treatment and reconstruction
of trauma and burn injuries,
particularly involving the
hands and face. Surgeons
also undertake corrective
procedures for congenital
conditions such as cleft lip,
cleft palate and other birth
defects, helping children
lead more normal lives.

At the same time, cosmet-
ic and aesthetic procedures
are witnessing growing de-
mand as people seek mod-
ern treatments to enhance
their appearance and confi-
dence.

Several leading hospitals
in Mysuru are supporting
KAPRASCON 2026. My-
sore Medical College and
Research Institute
(MMCRI) is organising a
workshop on AV fistula pro-
cedures for dialysis patients,
while JSS Medical College
is extending support for the
conference. Apollo BGS
Hospital is a major sponsor,
Manipal Hospitals is sup-
porting the Chamundi Hills
Climbathon, and Kamakshi
Hospital is sponsoring a
workshop on cosmetic pro-
cedures involving fillers and
threads.

KAPRAS president Dr.
Satish H.V., along with or-
ganising secretaries Prof.
Ravi H. of JSS Medical Col-
lege and Prof. Vijay Kumar
of MMCRI, said the partici-
pation of surgeons and the
support extended by Mysu-
ru's hospitals reflected the
city's growing stature as a
centre for specialised surgi-
cal care.

The conference, they said,
would provide an opportuni-
ty for professionals to ex-
change knowledge and
showcase the advances be-
ing made in plastic, recon-
structive and aesthetic sur-
gery while highlighting My-
suru as a destination for
quality healthcare.

Tulasi plant

MYSURU

As part of the 355th Aradhana
Mahotsava of Sri Guru Ra-
ghavendra Swamy, the Arivu
organisation distributed Sri
Rama and Sri Krishna Tulsi
saplings to devotees at the Ra-
yara Mutt at Krishnamurthy-
puram in Mysuru on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Srinivas Acharya ex-
plained the religious, mytho-

logical and medicinal signifi-
cance of the Tulsi plant and it
was particularly dear to Sri
Guru Raghavendra Swamy
and was regarded as a symbol
of devotion.

Tulsi possesses several
Ayurvedic medicinal proper-
ties and plays an important
role in maintaining good
health. It offers several bene-
fits, including helping in dia-
betes management, reducing

MYSURU
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Minister Balakrlshna Directs Municipal Officials

cholesterol and supporting
kidney and liver health, he
said.

He also pointed out that
there is a traditional belief
that irrespective of how much
gold, silver, flowers, fruits
and other offerings are made
to the Almighty, worship is
not considered complete with-
out offering Tulsi leaves.

Sri Guru Raghavendra
Swamy attached special sig-

spreads message of health and spirituality

nificance to Tulsi, and devo-
tees should cultivate Tulsi
plants in their homes and
worship them as a means of
leading a spiritually enriching
and healthy life, he said.

Dr. Srinivas Acharya, G.
Raghavendra, Arivu organisa-
tion president Srikanth
Kashyap, Suchendra Teertha,
Murali, Chakrapani, Satish,
Yashas, Vinay and others
were present.

Congress needed to protect the
country and the Constitution: Rizwan

MYSURU

Food and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Rizwan Arshad said that
the Congress party is indis-
pensable for protecting the
country and the Constitution.

Speaking at a felicitation
programme held at the Mysu-
ru City Congress Bhavan on
Tuesday, he expressed con-
cern that the BJP and RSS
were allegedly dividing and
fragmenting society on the
basis of lies, destroying love,
trust and fraternity and creat-
ing a society of hatred. The
Congress party has risen
against such forces and is
fighting them, he said. AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge
and Opposition Leader in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi are
fighting the battle together. If
the country has to be protect-
ed from the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar, no other party,
organisation or leader can do
it and only the Congress party
can effectively take on the
BJP. “Our fight today is not
for power. It is only for pro-
tecting the country and the
Constitution,” he said.

Strongly condemning the
incident in which the plat-
form where Mallikarjun
Kharge had delivered a
speech was allegedly purified
in Uttarakhand, and said if
Kharge can be subjected to
such an attack, what will be
the condition of ordinary
Dalits and minorities?”

The people would not be
able to live with dignity as
long as the BJP and RSS ex-
isted in the country. Atrocities
were being committed against
Dalits and minorities, while
backward classes were also
being targeted. Women were

not being treated with respect,
and farmers and students, in-
cluding students from upper
castes, had also faced attacks.

Rahul Gandhi had held a
press conference condemning
the insult to Mallikarjun
Kharge and demanded action
against those responsible.
However, instead of filing an
FIR against those who carried
out the alleged purification,
an FIR was registered against
Rahul Gandhi for holding the
press conference. “This sends
a message from the BJP that
if they will not spare Rahul
Gandhi, they will not spare
you either.If Rahul Gandhi
himself is not afraid, we too
will not be afraid. Even if all
the prisons in the country are
filled with Congress workers,
we will continue our fight to
protect the Constitution,” he
declared.

Rizwan said he had grown
up, pursued his education and
built his associations in My-
suru itself. “I have concern
for my district and its people.
I am making efforts to serve
them and become their repre-
sentative. We have the re-
sponsibility of keeping soci-
ety united. If we want to
strengthen the Congress, all
of us must remain united,” he

said.

Recalling the support he
had received from the Con-
gress leadership, Arshad said
that Rahul Gandhi and Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah had
played a major role in helping
him become a Minister.
“Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar has given me the re-
sponsibility of becoming a
Minister with the objective of
supporting young people and
preparing young leaders for
the next generation,” he said.

“Siddaramaiah is popularly
called ‘Anna Ramaiah’. It is
my good fortune that I have
been given charge of the Food
and Civil Supplies Depart-
ment,” he said.

Arshad thanked the CM for
giving him an opportunity to
implement the programmes
introduced by Siddaramaiah
in the Food and Civil Sup-
plies sector in a more effec-
tive manner.

MLA K. Harish Gowda,
City Congress President R.
Murthy, District Congress
president Dr. B.J. Vijay Ku-
mar, Vice-President of the
Guarantee Schemes Authori-
ty Pushpa Amarnath, former
MLA Bharathi Shankar and
others were present at the
programme.

Water level at Kabini

reservoir drops considerably

MYSURU

The water level in the Kabi-
ni reservoir continues to
slide as Karnataka maintains
the release of Cauvery water
downstream to Tamil Nadu,
with the outflow from the
dam remaining higher than
the fresh inflow.

The latest reservoir bulle-
tin issued at 8 a.m. on
Tuesday paints a worrying
picture of the storage posi-
tion. The water level stood
at 2,270.22 ft, against the
reservoir's maximum level
of 2,284 ft. The reservoir
has a total storage of 11.78
TMC, compared with its
gross capacity of 19.52
TMC, while the live stor-
age has dwindled to just
1.97 TMC.

The biggest concern is
the mismatch between in-
flow and outflow. The res-
ervoir is receiving only
3,719 cusecs of water,
whereas the total outflow
has touched 6,085 cusecs.
Thus, water is flowing out
of the reservoir at a rate
substantially higher than
the fresh inflow, steadily
eating into the available
storage.

Of the total outflow,
4,425 cusecs is being re-
leased through the river,
while another 1,660 cusecs
is being drawn through the
canals. The Left Bank Ca-
nal is receiving 60 cusecs
and the Right Bank Canal
1,600 cusecs. There is no
water being released
through the lift system.

The river release assumes
significance in the back-
drop of Karnataka's con-
tinuing obligation to release
Cauvery water downstream
to Tamil Nadu. With Kabini
being one of the important
reservoirs in the Cauvery
basin, sustained releases
have a direct bearing on its
storage, particularly when
inflows are weak.

The current situation is in
sharp contrast with the cor-
responding period last year.
On September 1 last year,
the inflow into Kabini
stood at 10,407 cusecs, al-
most three times the pres-
ent inflow of 3,719 cusecs.
The total outflow last year
was also higher at 9,983
cusecs, but the substantially
stronger inflow provided
greater replenishment to the
reservoir.

This year, however, the
reservoir is facing a double
pressure — weak inflows
and continued releases. The
water level is already 13.78
ft below the maximum lev-
el, while the live storage
has fallen to 1.97 TMC.

The weather conditions
are offering little immedi-
ate relief. Kabini received
only 3 mm of rainfall
during the period covered
by the bulletin. Evaporation
has also resulted in a loss
of 7.90 million cubic feet
of water, adding to the de-
pletion.

The declining storage has
raised concerns among
farmers and water manag-
ers in the Mysuru region,
particularly with the mon-
soon entering a crucial
phase. Any prolonged spell
of poor inflow could fur-
ther reduce the reservoir's
buffer.

The latest figures under-
line the delicate balancing
act confronting Karnataka:
meeting downstream Cauv-
ery release requirements
while preserving adequate
water in its reservoirs for
irrigation, drinking water
and other needs.

accordingly.

should inspect their respective

With around 40 per cent of the
population living in urban areas
and only about 30 per cent of
the required funds being re-
ceived through grants from the
Central and State governments,
urban local bodies must focus
more on resource mobilisation
to meet the remaining financial
requirements, said Minister for
Municipal Administration H.C.
Balakrishna.

Addressing at a meeting with
officials of urban local bodies
from Hassan and Mandya dis-
tricts held at the Regional Com-
missioner’s office here on Tues-
day, the minister said prepara-
tions were underway to bring
private roads under the jurisdic-
tion of urban local bodies and
maintain them. An order in this

Minister for Municipal Administration H.C.
Balakrishna made a surprise visit to Indira
Canteen in Hootagalli and had breakfast
along with Chamundeshwari MLA G.T.De-
vegowda in Mysuru on Tuesday.

regard would be issued by the
department, he said. The offi-
cials must create awareness
among the public about A-Kha-
ta and B-Khata classifications
and encourage property owners
to regularise their properties

He directed officials to ensure
that owners of commercial
shops leased out by urban local
bodies paid rent within the stip-
ulated deadline. In case of de-
fault, notices should be issued
and steps taken to close the
shops. Warning that officials
would face action if commer-
cial rents remained unrecovered
due to negligence, Balakrishna
directed them to take the issue
seriously.

Regarding delays in drinking
water supply and underground
drainage works, the Minister
instructed officials to prepare
district-wise lists of pending
projects and arrange separate
meetings with contractors, offi-
cials and the respective legisla-
tors to resolve the issues.

Heads of urban local bodies

jurisdictions every day at 6 a.m.
to review sanitation, drinking
water supply, underground
drainage and other basic civic
amenities, he said. Such regular
inspections would help resolve
several problems at the local
level, he added.

Balakrishna said urban local
bodies had already been in-
structed to reserve two acres of
land for developing residential
layouts for pourakarmikas (civ-
ic sanitation workers), and the
work was in progress. The Mu-
nicipal Administration Depart-
ment would write to the district
administrations seeking reser-
vation of five acres of land ei-
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HC rules against
mother-in-law in
property dispute

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka High Court
ruled that a mother-in-law
cannot cancel a valid gift
deed given to her widowed
daughter-in-law. The court
noted the transfer oc-
curred in 2010 out of love,
with no written mainte-
nance condition included.
After her son died, the
mother tried using the
Senior Citizens Act to re-
claim the land. The judge
stated the tribunal lacked
jurisdiction because a civil
court already validated the
deed years ago. Without
explicit terms requiring
support in the original legal
document, the daughter-
in-law bears no forced up-
keep duty, protecting her
property rights.

Karnataka’s rowdy
control force launches
statewide crackdown

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Acting on government or-
ders, Karnataka's newly
formed Rowdy Control
Force has officially begun
operations statewide. Over
the past month and a half,
officials have inspected
more than 5,000 rowdy
sheeters and their associ-
ates, issuing stern warn-
ings against illegal activi-
ties. Local police officers
must review operations
bi-weekly, while senior of-
ficials conduct monthly
evaluations. Records show
the state’s total row-
dy-sheeter count has
steadily decreased over re-
cent years, dropping to
37,243 by July. This special-
ized anti-rowdy squad
aims to closely monitor
criminal backgrounds, in-
come sources, and court
appearances.

High Courtissues
notice over mosquito
control tender

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka High Court
issued notices to the Great-
er Bangalore Authority and
related officials regarding a
petition to cancel a recent
mosquito control tender.
Justice Suraj Govindaraj
heard the challenge filed by
the Greater Bangalore Mos-
quito Control Contractors
Association. The associa-
tion argued that authorities
issued the July tender with-
out addressing official rec-
ommendations concerning
the employment rights of
families of deceased and
retired municipal workers.
The court has officially ad-
journed the ongoing pro-
ceedings to September 7
for further hearings, de-
manding formal responses
from the municipal corpo-
ration leaders named
in the petition.

ED challenges Lokayukta
report in MUDA case

Enforcement Directorate disrupts Karnataka politics, challenging a clean chit
given to the Chief Minister over MUDA.

LEGAL ARGUMENTS

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The high-profile Mysuru Ur-
ban Development Authority
(MUDA) land allocation con-
troversy witnessed a dramatic
escalation as the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) formally ap-
proached the Karnataka High
Court to challenge the accep-
tance of the Lokayukta po-
lice’s closure report.

The development introduc-
es a fresh legal dimension to
the prolonged litigation sur-
rounding Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, his family mem-
bers, and key administrative
figures.

During the proceedings be-
fore a single-judge bench, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
(ASG) Arvind Kamath, repre-
senting the central anti-money
laundering agency, contended
that the Lokayukta Investigat-
ing Officer overlooked sub-
stantial incriminating materi-
al. The ED argued that critical
evidence surfaced during its
parallel financial investiga-
tion, including details con-
cerning illegal land denotifi-
cations and unlawful property
conversions, was entirely
omitted from the final Lo-

Ignored Evidence: The  Contradictory Rulings: Parallel Challenges: So-
ED claimsinvestigators  Legal counsels point out  cial activist Snehamayi Kr-
overlooked vital details, that dropping charges ishna has also moved the

includingillegal land con-  against main beneficiaries
while probing lower offi-
cials makes little sense.

versions and faulty deno-
tification processes.

kayukta evaluation.

The core controversy re-
volves around 3 acres and 16
guntas of land situated in Sur-
vey No. 464 of Kesare village
in Mysuru, previously belong-
ing to Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s wife, B.M. Parvathy.
According to complaints
lodged initially by social ac-
tivist Snehamayi Krishna,
MUDA acquired this parcel
and subsequently allotted 14
high-value alternative com-

court, demanding an inde-
pendent investigation
agency take over the case.

pensatory plots in prime lo-
calities of Mysuru, estimated
to be worth approximately
%56 crore.

Critics and investigators
have alleged that official in-
fluence was improperly exer-
cised to secure these allot-
ments under the controversial
50:50 ratio scheme.

The legal trajectory shifted
significantly when the Mysu-
ru Lokayukta Superintendent
of Police submitted a 'B' final

‘ ‘ Theinvestigation into illegal
land denotification and conver-
sion was incomplete and inadequate.

- Agency's counsel

report - effectively a closure
report citing insufficient evi-
dence of criminal culpability,
to the 82nd Additional City
Civil and Sessions Court
(Special Court for People’s
Representatives) in Bengalu-
ru. The Special Court formal-
ly accepted this closure re-
port, granting a legal clean
chit to Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, his wife B.M. Par-
vathy, his brother-in-law Mal-
likarjuna Swamy, and land-
owner J. Devaraj.

Dissatisfied with the exon-
eration, social activist Sneha-
mayi Krishna previously
moved the High Court, argu-
ing that the trial court's accep-
tance of the 'B' report suffered
from profound internal con-
tradictions.

The petitions claim it is le-
gally untenable to exonerate
the primary beneficiaries
while simultaneously permit-
ting further inquiries against
administrative officials tied to
the exact same transaction.

BSWML Waste Fee Triggers
Citywide Poultry Bandh

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Tensions between local meat
merchants and civic authori-
ties have reached a boiling
point, prompting the Karnata-
ka Poultry Traders Associa-
tion to call for a massive
statewide protest and a
sweeping citywide shutdown.
Between 6000 and 7000
chicken and poultry retail out-
lets across Bengaluru are slat-
ed to close their shutters in a
coordinated agitation against
the Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Corporation
(BSWML).

The core controversy cen-
ters on a newly mandated sol-
id waste management direc-
tive enforcing a collection fee
of 5 rupees per kilogram
for animal waste gen- g
erated by commercial
meat establishments.
According to industry
figures provided by
the trade association,
Bengaluru consumes
roughly 700,000 kilograms of
poultry daily, which results in
an accumulation of 200,000 to
300,000 kilograms of organic
waste. With an average daily
output of approximately 30
kilograms of waste per indi-
vidual shop, small-scale ven-
dors face added operational
expenses amounting to rough-
ly 150 rupees daily, pushing
monthly compliance costs to

Waste generation metrics

Parameter Estimated figure
Total daily ~ )
chicken sales 7 lakh kilograms
Daily waste 2 to 3 lakh kilo-
generation grams
Average waste ~30 kilograms
per shop daily
Proposed ~%4,500 per shop
monthly fee ’

nearly 4,500 rupees per outlet.

Traders have voiced vehe-
ment opposition to the
weight-based assessment
model, pointing out that rou-
tine cleaning procedures re-
quire large volumes of water.
Because animal remnants and
off-cuts are weighed while
~ wet, merchants argue
that absorbed moisture
artificially inflates
overall tonnage fig-
ures, driving actual
monthly overhead
costs significantly
higher than anticipated.
Furthermore, shop owners
have questioned the funda-
mental fairness of the com-
mercial arrangement. They
contend that the collected or-
ganic material holds substan-
tial commercial value, as pri-
vate processing contractors
frequently repurpose poultry
waste into secondary com-
modities, including organic
fertilizers and high-protein

Core conflict over
waste disposal

The controversy erupted after
authorities introduced a man-
datory fee of five rupees per
kilogram for handling daily
poultry off-cuts and organic re-
fuse. Store owners argue that
weighing wet refuse alongside
water used during cleaning
drastically inflates daily totals,
creating an unmanageable fi-
nancial burden.

animal feed ingredients.
Challenging the logic of
paying civic authorities for
remnants that are later mone-
tized upstream, the associa-
tion has demanded an imme-
diate rollback or substantial
reduction of the fee structure.
Following unsuccessful repre-
sentations submitted to key
municipal departments and
state leadership, the trade
body formalized plans for a
large-scale demonstration at
Freedom Park, accompanied
by a partial closure of outlets
on the first day and a total
commercial shutdown across
the capital city on the follow-
ing day. The disruption is ex-
pected to temporarily stall the
retail poultry supply chain,
causing widespread inconve-
nience for everyday consum-
ers and non-vegetarian dining
establishments throughout the
metropolitan area.

Cong prepares
countermeasures
as BJP launches
padayatra

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Escalating the political fric-
tion across Karnataka, the rul-
ing Congress party has initiat-
ed high-level counter-strate-
gies to neutralize the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s newly
launched "Bellary Chalo"
padayatra. The Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC) has formally con-
vened a crucial emergency
meeting targeting senior min-
isters, legislators, and key or-
ganizational functionaries
from the Kalyan Karnataka
region to draft an aggressive,
localized defense against op-
position attacks.

The political showdown un-
folds as the BJP commences
its massive 10-day foot march
from Lingasugur in Raichur
district, culminating in Bel-
lary on September 10. Spear-
headed by prominent opposi-
tion figures - including state
BJP President B.Y. Vijay-
endra, Assembly Opposition
Leader R. Ashoka, Council
Opposition Leader Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy, veteran
leader B.S. Yediyurappa, and
regional heavyweights like B.
Sriramulu and Gali Janardha-
na Reddy - the opposition
march aims to corner the Sid-
daramaiah administration
over core governance issues.

Government Service Rules
Violated Onhne Suresh Kumar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Senior Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader and former Kar-
nataka minister S. Suresh Ku-
mar has strongly condemned
a government official over a
series of provocative social
media posts targeting the San-
skrit language, Hindutva, and
the Sangh Parivar. The con-
troversy erupted after a user
identifying as Sanjeev Poo-
jary, reportedly a Kanyur
Sub-Zonal Forest Officer,
shared contentious statements
on Facebook, triggering wide-
spread public debate and im-
mediate political backlash.
According to online posts
traced to the account, the offi-
cial published inflammatory
commentary criticizing foun-
dational cultural and religious
elements. A post - dated Au-
gust 30 read, "Sanskrit is the
language of shlokas and man-
tras that are pleasing to the
ear so that no one can under-
stand lies." Additional re-

marks shared via the same
profile characterized Hindut-
va as "poison in the house"
and claimed that joining ideo-
logical organizations would
ruin families. The profile also
featured controversial opin-
ions challenging idol worship,
traditional caste structures,
and karmic theories associat-
ed with Sanatan Dharma.
The remarks drew sharp
criticism from conservative
leaders and citizens who ar-
gued that public servants must
maintain strict ideological
neutrality. Taking to his offi-
cial social media account,

Suresh Kumar voiced intense
outrage over the incident. The
former minister emphasized
that individuals bound by of-
ficial employment frame-
works possess no legal or
ethical right to exploit their
status to denigrate specific
cultural traditions, languages,
or religious beliefs.

Asserting that such conduct
constitutes a direct breach of
established conduct regula-
tions, Kumar formally called
upon the state government
and relevant administrative
departments to intervene
without delay. He urged au-
thorities to verify the employ-
ment credentials of the indi-
vidual in question and imme-
diately suspend the officer
from active duty for gross
violation of civil service
rules. The demand has turned
the spotlight on the digital
conduct of public servants,
with various groups calling
for a departmental inquiry
into the matter.

CM dismisses Lalbagh
concerns, announces
park expansion

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar has stepped for-
ward to calm public concerns
surrounding the recent Lal-
bagh land controversy. Ad-
dressing reporters in the city,
the Chief Minister firmly as-
sured residents that there is no
cause for alarm regarding the
historical park and vowed to
personally re-examine the on-
going issue.

"No one needs to worry
about the Lalbagh issue," Shi-
vakumar stated clearly, em-
phasizing his commitment to
safeguarding local land and
public interests. "I know how
to protect the law and the
land. We will even create four
or five more
parks just like

Chief Minister

‘ ‘ No one needs to worry about
the Lalbagh issue, | know how
to protect the law and our land.

- DK Shivakumar, CM

kumar announced plans for
immediate personal visits to
assess ground realities. He re-
assured farming communities
that the administration is ac-
tively monitoring moisture
levels and weather patterns.
"We have already declared
101 taluks as drought-hit, and
surveys for many
more are current-

Lalbagh in Ben- DK Shivakumar ly underway," he
galuru to expand reassures the explained, noting
our green spac- public over Lalbagh that official as-
es." lands, addresses  sessment teams

The controver-  drought-hit taluks, are expected to

sy follows recent
protests and
sharp criticism
from opposition parties over
park land near the iconic bo-
tanical garden. In response to
the backlash, Shivakumar ad-
opted a collaborative tone,
expressing openness to alter-
native viewpoints. He noted
that he is fully prepared to
listen to constructive sugges-
tions from both political op-
ponents and ordinary citizens
before making any final
moves.

Beyond urban develop-
ment, the Chief Minister ad-
dressed mounting anxieties
over agricultural distress
across the state. With rainfall
turning scarce in regions like
Dharwad and Gadag, Shiva-

and dismisses
opposition protests.

finalize further
reports within
the next two
weeks to meet central guide-
lines.

Turning to political devel-
opments, Shivakumar brushed
off recent opposition protests
and marches organized by the
Bharatiya Janata Party. Sug-
gesting that the opposition's
campaign actually benefits
the ruling party by keeping
public dialogue active, he de-
fended the historical legacy of
the Congress party.

Additionally, the Chief
Minister strongly condemned
the recent filing of a legal
case against national Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi,
dismissing the FIR as a polit-
ically motivated move.

PROTOCOL OR PRIVILEGES

‘Not an MLA Yet, but
making millions’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) has made
a major breakthrough in the
Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC) veteri-
nary officer recruitment
scam, arresting IAS officer
and former examination con-
troller Gyanendra Kumar
alongside middleman Basa-
varaj Kannale.

A local court has remand-
ed both accused to ten days
of police custody as investi-
gators unearth a massive
web of corruption.

According to the CID re-
mand application, former
KPSC president Shivashan-
karappa Sahukar is listed as
the primary accused (Al),
while Kumar is named as the
fifth accused (AS5). The in-
vestigation reveals a
deep-rooted conspiracy fa-
cilitated by a long-standing
friendship between Kumar
and Kannale, dating back to

their shared time in Bidar's
Bhalki.

Investigators stated that
Kannale enticed the official
by suggesting they could
leverage political connec-
tions to make a fortune. "I
am not an MLA yet, let’s
make money by doing paper
deals," Kannale allegedly
told Kumar, successfully ac-
quiring leaked question pa-
pers.

The syndicate targeted
desperate job seekers, de-
manding between 40 to 80
lakh rupees per post. The
network ultimately leaked
question papers to 29 candi-
dates, collecting crores of
rupees in advance payments.

The conspiracy involved
elaborate operational tactics.
Deals were finalized at a
commercial office in Benga-
luru's Rajajinagar area, and
question papers were digital-
ly transmitted via WhatsApp
after advance funds were
secured.

BC Patil slams Priyank over zero traffic chaos

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Senior politician and former
Karnataka minister BC Patil
has launched a scathing attack
on state Home Minister Pri-
yank Kharge, accusing him of
misusing official authority by
deploying disruptive “zero
traffic” security protocols for
a routine airport commute.
The incident, which unfolded
during the early morning
hours, has reignited intense
public debate surrounding
VVIP protocol privileges, ad-
ministrative accountability,
and the recurring inconve-
niences inflicted upon every-
day commuters and air travel-
ers.

Taking to his official social
media handle on X (formerly
Twitter), Patil detailed his
personal ordeal while travel-
ing toward the Kempegowda
International Airport. At ap-
proximately 5:30 AM, his ve-
hicle was abruptly halted by
traffic enforcement personnel
stationed along the arterial
route. When the former min-

ister inquired about the sud-
den roadblock, police officials
informed him that temporary
“zero traffic” measures had
been enforced to clear the
corridor for the Home Minis-
ter, who was en route to catch
a flight.

Expressing deep exaspera-
tion over the incident, Patil
highlighted the immediate
gridlock and cascading delays
that paralyzed traffic on the
crucial airport highway. He
pointed out that dozens of or-
dinary citizens and domestic
and international travelers
were left stranded, anxiously
watching the clock as the ar-
tificial bottlenecks threatened
to make them miss their
scheduled flights.

The former minister argued
that such stringent, unan-
nounced traffic halts are com-
pletely unwarranted for cabi-
net ministers, serving only to
inflate VVIP ego at the direct
expense of public conve-
nience.

In a sharp display of politi-
cal sarcasm, Patil targeted the

perceived sense of entitlement
surrounding high-profile pol-
iticians. Comparing the situa-
tion to a dramatic spectacle,
he remarked, “If an actress
like Aishwarya Rai were to
arrive, she would hold an um-
brella at midnight, but this is
the unbelievable story of the
Home Minister of Karnata-
ka.”

The critique quickly esca-
lated into broader political
territory, with Patil raising
pointed questions regarding
whether such exceptional lo-
gistical arrangements were
being extended to Kharge
purely because of his
high-profile familial lineage
as the son of All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)
President Mallikarjuna
Kharge.

‘ When | inquired about who
was traveling, officers in-
formed me that the Home Minister
was heading to catch a flight.

-BC Patil,
Former Karnataka minister

Controversy details

+ Commuter Panic: Every-
day passengers rushed to
catch early flights faced
intense anxiety over po-
tential delays and missed
schedules due to sudden
road blocks.

Protocol Violations:
Critics argue that standard
state guidelines do not legal-
ly authorize absolute traffic
clearance protocols for cabi-
net-level home ministers.

Political Nepotism: Public
figures have questioned
whether unwarranted priv-
ileges are being extended
due to familial political
lineage.
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CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Dakshina Kannada District
In-charge Minister U.T.
Khader said the state’s five
guarantee schemes have be-
come successful examples of
people-friendly programmes.

He said the initiatives, once
criticised for affecting Karna-
taka’s finances, are now help-
ing families and youth im-
prove their economic condi-
tions. He was speaking at a
taluk-level beneficiaries’ con-
ference in Mangaluru on
Tuesday.

The event was organised by
the Zilla Panchayat, Taluk
Panchayat and Mangaluru Ta-
luk-level Guarantee Schemes
Implementation Committee at
Kudmul Ranga Rao Town
Hall. Khader said the schemes
were not merely election
promises, but programmes
that had brought visible
changes to beneficiaries’ lives
through government support.

He said Grihalakshmi had
helped women gain greater
financial independence, while
Grihajyothi provided free
electricity to eligible house-
holds. The Shakti scheme of-

Hostel applications
open for eligible
students

UDUPI
The Backward Classes
Welfare Department has
invited online applications
for admission to post-mat-
ric boys’ and girls’ hostels
in the district. Students
belonging to Category 1,
2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
communities can apply.
Applicants must be study-
ing professional degree or
postgraduate courses dur-
ing the current academic
year. The department said
applications must be sub-
mitted online by Septem-
ber 30. Students seeking
admission can contact the
department’s district or ta-
luk offices for further de-
tails. They may also call
the helpline number
8050770004 for assis-
tance regarding eligibility,
application procedures
and hostel admission. The
department urged eligible
students to apply before
the deadline.

KARNATAKA

Khader Says Guarantees
Improved Beneficiaries’ Lives

Khader said welfare schemes boosted women'’s independence, eased electricity and
travel costs, strengthened food securlty and supported unemployed youth financially

Mangaluru Dasara preparations ordered to boost tourism

District In-charge Minister U.T. Khader directed officials
to make systematic preparations for the upcoming
Mangaluru Dasara and attract more tourists. At a meet-
ing, he stressed creating a festive atmosphere through
cleanliness, decorations and attractive electric lighting
on major roads and important Dasara routes. Traffic
police must ensure smooth vehicle movement, while
proper parking facilities should be arranged for visitors.
The Health Department was asked to provide round-
the-clock health centres during the celebrations. Khader
also instructed the RTO to extend city bus services and
urged commercial establishments to remain open longer
at night. Officials from several departments attended
the meeting.

fered free bus travel to wom-
en, and Annabhagya strength-
ened food security among
poorer families. Yuvanidhi, he
said, provided financial assis-
tance to eligible unemployed

youth and helped them sup-
port their families.

Khader said beneficiaries
were using the assistance to
build self-confidence, im-
prove household finances and

live with greater dignity. He
added that the schemes had
also contributed to strength-
ening the economic position
of families. Effective admin-
istration and proper imple-
mentation, he said, were im-
portant reasons for the pro-
grammes’ success.
Karnataka State Guarantee
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority chairman H.M. Revan-
na presided over the pro-
gramme. Several elected rep-
resentatives, board chairper-
sons, officials and committee
members attended the event.
Among them were Legislative
Council member Ivan D’Sou-
za, MESCOM chairman Har-
ish Kumar, Zilla Panchayat
CEO Narwade Vinayak Kar-
bhari and District Guarantee
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority chairman Bharat Mun-
dodi. Mangaluru Taluk Guar-
antee Schemes Implementa-
tion Committee chairman
Surendra Kambali organised
the programme. Taluk Pan-
chayat Administrative Officer
Shakuntala Shenoy welcomed
the gathering, while Assistant
Director Mahesh Ambekal
presented the programme.

KRS backwater
encroachments survey
ordered within 15 days

MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar has directed officials
to complete a joint survey of
encroached government lands
in the backwaters of the KRS
Sagar Dam within 15 days
and submit a detailed report
with a map.

The instruction came
during a meeting at the Depu-
ty Commissioner’s office on
Tuesday to discuss the in-
creasing number of encroach-
ment cases in the KRS back-
water area. Dr. Kumar asked
Revenue Department officials
and Cauvery Corporation au-
thorities to work together and
identify the encroached lands
accurately.

He said the survey report
must clearly mention each
land’s survey number, area,
boundaries and the nature of
the encroachment. Officials
were also instructed to verify
relevant documents and con-
duct inspections at the sites to

prevent confusion or mistakes
during the survey process.

Dr. Kumar directed the
Cauvery Corporation to pro-
vide all necessary documents,
technical information and lo-
cal support for the survey. He
stressed that protecting gov-
ernment land in the backwater
area and controlling en-
croachments was a priority,
adding that officials should
not show any negligence.

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed the concerned of-
ficers to complete the work
within the fixed deadline
and submit the comprehen-
sive report. Mandya Sub-Di-
visional Officer Shiva Mur-
thy, DDLR Virupaksha, Pan-
davapura Tahsildar Adarsh,
K.R. Pete Tahsildar Shreyas,
Srirangapatna Tahsildar
Chetana Yadav and other of-
ficials attended the meeting.
The survey is expected to
provide clear records for
further action against en-
croachments.

K’taka govt asks Belagavi corporation to follow resolution

BELAGAVI

The Karnataka government
has directed the Belagavi City
Corporation (BCC) to follow
the resolution adopted by the
state legislature in 1988 on
the Karnataka-Maharashtra
border dispute.

The move comes after Kan-
nada organisations in Belaga-
vi continued their agitation
for nearly five months, de-
manding that the civic body
pass a resolution supporting
Karnataka's position.

The border issue has re-

mained a longstanding politi-
cal and linguistic dispute be-
tween Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra, with Maharashtra
claiming several areas in and
around Belagavi. Karnataka
has consistently maintained
that Belagavi is an integral
part of the state and has op-
posed demands for its merger
with Maharashtra.

Kannada organisations have
been pressing the BCC to
adopt a pro-Karnataka resolu-
tion similar to the stand taken
by the state legislature. The
groups have argued that the

civic body should clearly sup-
port Karnataka's position on
the border issue and reflect
the sentiments of Kanna-
da-speaking residents of the
region. The government's di-
rection is expected to put
pressure on the corporation to
act on the demand. Officials
have been asked to adhere to
the 1988 legislative resolu-
tion, which represents Karna-
taka's formal position on the
dispute. The issue has also
remained sensitive in Belaga-
vi because of its linguistic and
political significance.

National Lok

Adalat set for

Sep 19 across
Mandya

MANDYA

The Karnataka State Legal
Services Authority will con-
duct a National Lok Adalat
across the state on September
19, 2026. Preliminary hearings
are already being held in seven
taluks of Mandya district to
help settle cases through mu-
tual agreement.

The Lok Adalat will consid-
er property and civil disputes,
money recovery claims, motor
vehicle accident cases, matri-
monial matters, cheque bounce
cases, inheritance disputes and
eligible criminal cases. Judges
and experienced lawyers will
assist both sides in finding ac-
ceptable solutions without
lengthy court proceedings.

Cases settled through Lok
Adalat will not require court
fees, while fees already paid
will be refunded. The settle-
ment will have the same legal
value as a court judgment, and
no appeal can be filed against
the decision. The process is
intended to save time and re-
duce expenses for litigants.

Pre-litigation matters, in-
cluding bank loan recovery,
electricity and water bill dis-
putes, labour issues, matrimo-
nial matters and other civil
cases, can also be settled
through mediation. Parties can
approach the legal services au-
thority directly or through law-
yers to begin the process.

A 90-day special cam-
paign, “Arbitration for the
Nation 3.0,” will run from
October through December
2026. During the campaign,
eligible pending cases can be
referred to mediation centres
in district and taluk court
complexes.
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Ballari politics heats up as
Nagendra targets Reddy

CH NEWS, BALLARI

Former minister B. Nagendra
on Tuesday strongly criticised
former ministers Janardhana
Reddy and B. Sriramulu over
allegations raised during the
BJP’s protest march. Calling
Reddy an “uncirculated coin,”
Nagendra said people of Bal-
lari had already rejected him
and questioned his claim of
winning all ten Assembly
constituencies in the district.

Nagendra pointed to the
Sandur by-election, where
Reddy was BJP’s in-charge,
and asked why the party lost
despite his leadership. He also
rejected allegations concern-
ing an alleged Rs. 187 crore
misappropriation case, saying
the matter was before the
court. He maintained that he
was only an accused and had
not been found guilty.

He said investigations had
been completed and claimed
that the Special Investigation
Team had recovered the mon-
ey. Nagendra also explained
his resignation from the minis-
terial post, saying he stepped
down to protect the party’s

image despite senior leaders
asking him to continue. He de-
scribed the resignation as a
sacrifice for Congress.

Nagendra challenged Red-
dy to an open debate on
Manusmriti and Manuvad af-
ter Reddy allegedly called
him “Shambuka.” He also
challenged Reddy to resign as
Gangavathi MLA and contest
another election, saying he
was ready to face him wher-
ever he contested. Nagendra
said Congress would not con-
duct a counter-march but
would respond through its
party programme.

Congress leaders also criti-
cised the BJP. MLA Bharat
Reddy said Congress would
win all ten constituencies in
Ballari in 2028. MP E. Tu-

AT AGLANCE

» Nagendra calls J
anardhana Reddy an “
uncirculated coin”

* Challenges Reddy to re-
sign and contest elections

 Denies wrongdoing, says
case remains before court

« Says SIT recovered money
during investigation

* Congress targets BJP over
Bellary political allegations

* Congress predicts victory
across ten Bellary constitu-
encies

karam alleged that BJP mem-
bers were avoiding legislative
discussions. Rajya Sabha
member Naseer Hussain said
documents, if available,
should be produced and dis-
cussed in the Assembly. Kam-
pli MLA Ganesh said BJP
leaders were ignoring farm-
ers, poor families and
drought-related concerns. The
Congress leaders said voters
would decide the political
outcome in 2028.

CEO directs speedy completion of
drinking water project

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Nandini K.R. has
directed officials and the con-
tracting agency to complete
the multi-village drinking wa-
ter supply project by Decem-
ber 2026.

The project aims to provide
clean drinking water to 790
settlements across Pan-
davapura, K.R. Pete and Nag-
amangala taluks.

Nandini inspected the jack-
well and water treatment unit
works being carried out under
the project. She instructed the
agency to speed up pending
work and ensure that families
receive water through over-
head tanks already construct-
ed under the scheme. Water
can be supplied to these tanks
from borewells developed un-
der the Jal Jeevan Mission or
other available village bore-
wells.

During the inspection, the
CEO obtained detailed infor-
mation about the progress of
different project components.
She fixed separate deadlines for
pending works and directed the
officials and contractor to com-
plete each task within the spec-
ified period. She stressed that
delays should not affect the

planned water supply.

Nandini also instructed of-
ficials to maintain regular
coordination with concerned
departments to secure pend-
ing approvals. These include
permissions from the Forest
Department, the National
Highways Authority and the
Railway Department. She
asked officials to complete
all necessary procedures
quickly so that construction
activities can continue with-
out interruption.

The CEO said providing
safe drinking water to all tar-
geted settlements within the

stipulated period was the
main objective of the project.
She directed officials and the
contracting agency to work
together and monitor progress
regularly. Any issue affecting
the schedule should be ad-
dressed immediately, she said,
adding that the project must
move forward without unnec-
essary delays.

Assistant Executive Engi-
neer Mamatha of the Pan-
davapura subdivision of the
Rural Drinking Water and
Sanitation Department and
representatives of L&T were
present during the inspection.

| TEMPLE UPKEEP UNDER FIRE |

MLA promises quality road for funeral processions

BALLARI

Kampli MLA J.N. Ganesh
visited the Muslim communi-
ty cemetery at Belgodhal vil-
lage under Muddapur village
in Kampli taluk on Tuesday
and reviewed the problems
faced by residents.

He assured the community
that necessary steps would be
taken soon to improve the
cemetery and provide better
access.

During the visit, youth lead-
er and Kampli Taluk Human
Brotherhood president B. Na-
bisab explained the difficulties

caused by the narrow road
leading to the cemetery. He
said families face serious prob-
lems while carrying the bodies
of deceased people for burial
and requested the MLA to pro-
vide a permanent solution.
Nabisab also highlighted
the poor condition of the ap-
proach road, which runs be-
tween green paddy fields and
ends near a partly constructed
compound wall. He said the
narrow dirt track made funer-
al processions difficult, par-
ticularly during periods of
heavy rain, and urged the au-
thorities to improve the route.

Ganesh said every person
deserves to be given a re-
spectful final journey and de-
scribed it as an important ex-
pression of humanity and so-
cial responsibility. He prom-
ised to widen the narrow road
and construct a quality road to
make funeral processions eas-
ier. He also assured residents
that the cemetery would be
developed with the required
basic facilities.

The MLA said sincere ef-
forts would be made to ad-
dress the needs of the Muslim
community and support its
overall development.

KOPPAL

Muzrai, Fisheries, Ports and
Inland Water Transport Min-
ister K.S. Basavanthappa ex-
pressed strong dissatisfaction
over poor cleanliness and ad-
ministrative arrangements at
Sri Huligemma Temple in
Huligi, Koppal taluk.

During his visit on Tuesday,
the minister offered prayers
and later inspected the temple
premises for about an hour
along with MP K. Rajashekar
Hitnal.

Basavanthappa said the
temple premises were visibly
unclean and questioned offi-
cials over what he described
as irresponsible administra-
tion. He stressed that thou-

shrine every day and deserve
clean surroundings and proper
facilities. He questioned tem-
ple administrative officer
M.H. Prakash Rao and staff
about the condition of the
premises.

The minister inspected
drains near the Dasoha Bha-
van and found stagnant water
and moss. He also checked
rooms rented to devotees and
expressed displeasure over
their condition. Basavanthap-
pa said better maintenance
was necessary because the
temple is a place of worship
and should provide a comfort-
able environment for visitors.

He also inspected a room
where devotees’ offerings, in-

cluding sarees, coconuts and
other worship materials, were
stored. Finding several items
piled up and deteriorating, he
questioned why they had not
been disposed of properly. He

directed officials to follow
rules and conduct the required
tender process for disposing
of such offerings.
Basavanthappa further in-
spected the temple toilets and

Minister K.S. Basavanthappa has directed officials to
clean the famous Huligemma Devi Temple and sur-
rounding areas in Huligi within 15 days. During his visit, he
said the temple premises, roads, gates, Dasoha Bhavan,
kitchen, toilets, bathing ghat, Pushkarana and river sur-
roundings must be cleaned thoroughly. He warned of ac-
tion if the work is not completed on time and announced
an unexpected inspection. Officials said a comprehen-
sive development plan includes roads, parking, queue
lines, shops, toilets and other facilities. Villagers also
sought a bus stop, more staff and strict action against
road encroachments to improve devotees' experience.

instructed officials not to col-
lect money unfairly from dev-
otees for maintenance. He
suggested giving toilet up-
keep responsibility to trust-
worthy local people. At the

footwear counter, he warned
staff against charging exces-
sive amounts and asked them
to assist poor devotees who
could not afford the fee. Dep-
uty Commissioner Suresh It-

« Minister expresses
dissatisfaction over temple
uncleanliness

- Officials told to improve
sanitation and management

« Clogged drains and moss
draw minister's ire

- Devotee rooms found poorly
maintained and unclean

» Tender ordered for
disposal of offerings

« Locals urged to maintain
temple toilets properly

nal, temple development au-
thority members and villagers
were present during the in-
spection.
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Artisans invited to join
Delhi Trade Fair

CHNEWS, GADAG
Artisans and M.S.A.E. units
in Karnataka have been in-
vited to apply for stalls at
the 45th India Internation-
al Trade Fair 2026 in New
Delhi. The fair will be held
at Bharat Mandapam from

November 14 to 27, 2026,
and offers participants an
opportunity to showcase
their products. September
10 is the final date for sub-
mitting applications. Appli-
cants must download the
prescribed form from the
Visvesvaraya Trade Pro-
motion Centre website and
submit it with required
documents. The complet-
ed forms should be sent to
the Director (Recruitment),
VTPC Building, Kasturba
Road, Bengaluru.

Koppaljob fair offers
new career
opportunities

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The District Employment
Exchange will hold a job
fair on September 4 from
10 am.to 1:30 p.m. at the

District Administration

Building. Unemployed
youth aged 18 to 30 can
attend interviews for vari-

ous employment opportu-
nities. Candidates with
SSLC, PUC, ITI, diploma
qualifications in electron-
ics, automobiles or me-
chanical fields, B. Com,
and other degrees are eli-
gible. Applicants must
bring three attested copies
of educational certificates,
an Aadhaar card copy, re-
sume, and two pass-
port-size photographs. In-
terested candidates can
also register through the
provided Google form. Of-
ficials urged eligible youth
to attend the fair and
make use of this valuable
opportunity.

Ten-day entrepreneurship
training opens for
aspirants

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
A free ten-day training pro-
gramme for aspiring entre-
preneurs has been an-
nounced in Koppal under
the Department of Skill
Development, Entrepre-
neurship and Livelihood
and CIDAC. Interested
candidates have beenin-
vited to apply for the pro-
gramme. The training will
explain how to start a busi-
ness, understand different
stages of launching an en-
terprise, and access sup-
port from government de-
partments and financial in-
stitutions. Participants will
also learn about self-em-
ployment schemes, loans,
banking services, market
surveys, project reports,
advertising, marketing and
business management.
They will meet successful
entrepreneurs and learn
practical ways to manage
businesses effectively. Ap-
plicants must be aged be-
tween 20 and 45 years and
have passed at least Class
8. Candidates from Koppal
district must submit appli-
cations by September 9.
Applicants should attach
photocopies of Aadhaar
card, caste certificate and
ration card, along with
three passport-size
photographs.

Minister Promises Lawful

Solution to Mining Dispute

Truck movement will continue under current rules until a mining corridor is
built, with September 4 guidelines covering safety, dust, and violations

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Dispute over mining truck
movement in Bhimasamudra
village will be resolved within
the law, District In-charge
Minister T. Raghumurthy said
on Tuesday.

He said the government
would respect court orders
while protecting public inter-
est and maintaining peace in
the village. The minister
spoke after meeting officials,
farmers and truck owners at
the District Collectorate.

Farmers and truck owners
have faced tension for about
15 days over a four-kilometre
road used by mining vehicles.
Residents say the traffic caus-
es inconvenience, dust and
crop damage, while owners
say the stoppage has affected
nearly 700 to 800 trucks and
the livelihoods of drivers and
workers. Raghumurthy said
the issue should be settled
without force.

The court had earlier direct-
ed that truck movement
continue under existing ar-

rangements until an alterna-
tive mining corridor is built,
with police protection if
needed. The minister said
officials would not use
force unless necessary. A
District Mining Task Force
meeting on September 4
will set rules for truck oper-
ations. These will include
load limits, speed controls,
covered loads, regular wa-
tering and measures to pre-
vent dust and crop damage.
Trucks breaking rules could
face a permanent ban.
Work is underway to im-

wy

prove the damaged four-kilo-
metre road at a planned cost
of Rs. 22 crore, while a sepa-
rate mining bypass is estimat-
ed at Rs. 400 crore. Land ac-
quisition has begun for the
larger project, with a prelimi-
nary notification covering 143
acres. Officials have been
asked to fill potholes and
keep traffic moving until per-
manent roads are ready. The
administration will also re-
view compensation for affect-
ed farmers and landowners.
Raghumurthy also ordered
reports on environmental ef-

AT AGLANCE

« Court orders to guide
truck movement

+ 700-800 trucks affected
by ongoing stoppage

 Four-kilometre road
causes dust, crop damage

* %22 crore road improve-
ment project planned

* %400 crore bypass corri-
dor under development

» September 4 meeting to
set operating rules

fects, crop damage and pos-
sible harm to livestock from
dust and polluted water. He
warned that violence, traffic
violations, or pressure on
farmers to avoid filing cases
would not be tolerated. Po-
lice were told to register ac-
cidents promptly and investi-
gate them properly. He said
the final goal is a peaceful
arrangement protecting resi-
dents, farmers and truck
workers alike.

CITU DEMANDS WITHDRAWAL
OF FOUR LABOUR CODES

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

The Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (CITU) will hold a
Vidhana Soudha Chalo pro-
test in Bengaluru on Septem-
ber 8, seeking higher mini-
mum wages and withdrawal
of four labour codes.

CITU district secretary
Nirupadi Benakal announced
the programme at a press
conference at Patrika Bha-
wan on Tuesday. He urged
workers across Koppala dis-
trict to join the protest in
large numbers.

Benakal demanded imme-
diate withdrawal of the cabi-
net sub-committee decision
that has kept the revised min-
imum wage pending. He also
sought wage revisions for
workers in 19 industries, in-
cluding beedi, plantation,
handloom, garment and
APMC loading and unload-
ing sectors. He said workers
should receive wages that
meet their basic needs and
provide greater financial se-
curity.

The union also called for
comprehensive social securi-
ty, pensions and healthcare
for workers in the unorgan-
ised sector. It demanded an
end to contract and outsourc-
ing systems, permanent sta-
tus for those doing regular
jobs and equal pay for equal
work. Anganwadi, Akshar-
dasohi and ASHA workers
should also be brought under
minimum wage rules,
Benakal said.

CITU further demanded
withdrawal of the four cen-
tral labour codes and adop-
tion of policies supporting
workers. It opposed the ac-
quisition of fertile farmland
and sought scientific, remu-
nerative support prices for
farm produce.

The union also urged the
government not to privatise
public services such as food,
healthcare, education, elec-
tricity and transport.

The demands also include
housing for homeless work-
ers and a higher income limit
for BPL cards. CITU leaders

DEMANDS

RAISED BY CITU

» Higher minimum wages for
workers across sectors

- Withdraw four central
labour codes immediately

- Revise wages across 19 key
industries

- Ensure social security,
pensions and healthcare

« End contract outsourcing;
provide permanent
employment

» Guarantee equal pay for
equal work

M.D. Nada Gowda, Hanu-
mesh Kalkangi, Manjunath
Daggi and women leader
Lalita Angadi joined Benakal
in appealing to workers to
participate. The union said
strong participation would
help highlight workers’ de-
mands before the govern-
ment.

Koppal children
celebrate Dhyan
Chand through sports

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Koppal Inner Wheel Club
President Meenakshi Santha
Bhavi said taking part in
sports is more important than
winning or losing.

She was speaking at a Na-
tional Sports Day celebration
held at the Government High-
er Primary School in Dadegal
village near Koppal. She pre-
sided over the programme,
organised to mark the birth
anniversary of hockey legend
Major Dhyan Chand. Students
from Classes One to Eight
took part in several fun and
challenging events, including
running races and lemon-and-
spoon competitions.

Club members awarded
prizes to about 20 students
who performed well and en-
couraged them to continue
participating. Bhavi said reg-
ular sports can improve phys-
ical fitness, mental strength
and team spirit. She added
that developing sportsman-
ship among children can help
create a healthier society.

orders crackdown
on illegal liquor sales

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Sugar and Textile Minister
and Haveri District In-charge
Minister Rudrappa Manappa
Lamani has directed Excise
Department officials to take
strong action against illegal
liquor sales in the district.

During a meeting at the
District Collector’s Office, he
said cases must be registered
against people selling liquor
without valid licences.

Lamani said complaints had
been received about illegal
liquor being sold through gro-
cery shops and tea stalls. Of-
ficials were instructed to con-
duct regular inspections and
identify unauthorised sellers.
He stressed that alcohol must
not be sold near schools and
colleges, warning that the is-
sue should be treated serious-
ly to protect young people
from harmful habits.

The minister ordered the
Excise Department to create a
special team to identify and
stop illegal liquor sellers. He
warned officials against neg-
ligence and said he would
form his own team if the de-
partment failed to act. Lamani

recalled that he had personal-
ly detected an illegal liquor
case in Guthala earlier and
said officers who worked sin-
cerely would be supported.
Lamani said excessive
drinking could disturb family
life and push households into
serious difficulties. He urged
officials to work carefully in
the interest of society and en-
sure that illegal liquor sales
were completely stopped.
Deputy Commissioner Dr. Vi-
jayamantesh Danammavara
directed officials to inspect
villages and investigate peo-
ple suspected of purchasing
liquor in large quantities.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Nagaraj asked
officials to monitor liquor en-
tering the district from outside
Karnataka and other districts.
Excise Deputy Commissioner
M. Vanajakshi said 620 illegal
liquor cases had been detected
since January, with immediate
raids conducted when viola-
tions were found. She added
that 89 percent of the depart-
ment’s target had been
achieved and vehicles from
outside areas were being
checked at border posts.

PUBLIC COMPLAINTS TO RECEIVE
ON-THE-SPOT ATTENTION

A taluk-level Praja Seva Andolan meeting will be held
on September 5 at Sri Kumareshwara Mutt under the
leadership of Minister Rudrappa Manappa Lamani.
District Collector Dr. Vijayamahanthesh Danammavara
said application forms and document lists are being
delivered door to door before the meeting. Separate
counters will receive public applications and com-
plaints. People can raise issues related to drinking
water, roads, streetlights, ration cards, pensions, land
records and other government services. Officials from
all departments will examine complaints and take
necessary action during the meeting. Department stalls
will also provide information about available services.
The public has been urged to participate.

Minister S.S. Mallikarjuna says 'no

comments' on Ra

GADAG

Minister S.S. Mallikarjuna was
extremely embarrassed to respond
to Minister Basavaraja Rayared-
dy's controversial statement that
"Islam is the best". Speaking to
reporters at Muktimandir in the
taluk, he did not directly answer
the journalists' questions about
Rayareddy's statement and said
'no comments'. "Rayareddy has
already responded to his state-
ment. He has made it clear that he
wants all religions and that he will
be with people of all religions,"
Mallikarjuna defended himself.
All religions are the same: Re-
sponding to a media question
about how right it is to demonize
one religion, the minister said,

“

..

"He has already said that he wants
people of all religions. But as far
as I am concerned, all religions
and societies are the same." He
expressed his stance. That is his
personal opinion: "When going
on a Haj pilgrimage, people of
other religions are not allowed in.
Even so, Rayareddy is saying that
he will go on a Haj pilgrimage,

yareddy's statement

Rayareddy has already said
that he wants people of all
religions. But as faras | am

concerned, all religions and
societies are the same.

- Minister S.S. Mallikarjuna

ical diplomacy.

isn't he?" To another question
from the journalists, the minis-
ter shrugged and said, “That is
his personal matter.” Also,
“Even after talking so much,
Rayareddy is still visiting mon-
asteries and temples. Through
this, he has given the message
that all religions are needed,”
the minister demonstrated polit- Lot
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Canara Bank

[ B |
(A Government Of India Undertaking)
Head Office: Bangalore

ARM-1 Branch,
2nd Floor, No.86, Spencer Tower,
M.G. Road Bengaluru-560001
Ph:080-25310066, E-mail: ch2366@canarabank.com

SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
described immovable / movable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which
has been taken by the Authorised Officer of ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of the Canara Bank, will be sold on “As is
where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 19.09.2026 (10.30 AM to 11.30 AM), for recovery of
Rs. 88,74,13,090.84 as on 01.09.2026 with further interest and cost thereon due to the ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of
Canara Bank from (1) M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd) Represented by its Hon. Secretary —
Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Faroogia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore 570 021,
(2) Mr. (Prof) Riaz Ahmed, President &Trustee, (3) Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Secretary & Trustee,
(4) Mr. K C Shoukath Pasha, Joint Secretary & Trustee, (5) Dr. Abdur Rahman, Trustee, (6) Dr. M Sayeeb Ahmed,
Trustee, (7) Mr. S P Ahmed Jan, Trustee. (8) Mr. (Prof.) Syed Akheel Ahmed, Trustee, (9) Mr. Ahmed Agha, Trustee,
(10) Mr. Arif Mehkri, Trustee, (11) Dr. Muneer Ahmed, Trustee, (12) Mr. A S Sardar, Trustee, (13) Mr. Akbar Sayeed,
Trustee (now reportedly died), Address of the above 2 to 13 M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd),
Faroogia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore-570021.

The Earnest Money shall be Deposited by way of E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/)
portal directly or by generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as
mentioned in the said challan on or before 18.09.2026 - 5.00 pm.

(%.In Lakhs)

Description of the immovable

Reserve
Price

Incremental

EMD Value

-

Jagadguru gives cryptic hint on Shivakumar’s future

is32,084 Sqft.

All that piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha No. A-1 to A-
14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri Mysore-570019.
Measuring East to West 500 Feet and North to South 170+150/2 feet** and bounded on| ¥ g g
East By: Road West By: Road North By: Road South By: Road. Total extent of the property

575.00 | 57.50

Coordinates of the property Latitude- 12.3243566 Longitude- 76.6749867

All the piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha No. A-1 to A-
14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri Mysore-570019.
Measuring East to West 500 Feetand North to South 170+150/2 feetand boundedon East| L4 g

GADAG marks have drawn attention be- 2
cause they came amid continu-

ing discussions about leadership

seer, Shivakumar still remembers
his grandfather and applies sa-
cred ash from the monastery.

mar would firmly occupy the
Chief Minister’s chair, the Swa-
miji declined to give a clear an-

Jagadguru Sri 1008 Vimala Re-

nuka Veeragangadhara Swamiji ~ Asked directly whether Shivaku-  swer. changes in Karnataka. By: Ro:d Vvleszsyﬁ&agg"éosnhﬁBy:tR}?gg OSO%”;h ﬁyi Road. Total extent of the property| 797.00 | 79.70 |  1.00
of Muktimandir Mahakshetra in " E P He instead referred to a histor- The Swamiji also highlighted D e 12.3243566 Lohgituqde?;]som 10867
Lakshmeshwar offered a cryptic g ical episode involving former  Muktimandir’s message of reli- - , . .
. . s 7 . . . 3 |Allthat piece and parcel of 4 Acres ofland in Sy. No. 93/2-P-1, Belavatha Village @ Manti

response to questions about Dep- Chief Minister Devaraja Urs in  gious harmony. Responding to : ; et ;

. o . .. . . Village, Kasaba Hobli, Mysuru Taluk, Mysuru District bounded by East By : Land of
uty Chalef Minister D.K. Shiva- 197 1; The Swamiji said the a question about remarks that Sanjeev Nayak West By : Land, Mohammed Saheb North By : Purniahana Nala South By :| __%- & L
kumar’s political future. mutt’s former head had given Islam is the best religion, he Land of Chikkanna. 278.00 | 27.80 |  1.00

Speaking to reporters, the seer Urs a gold Rudraksha, sacred ash  said people may follow differ- Coordinates of the property Latitude- 12.3537780 Longitude- 76.6470830

said political positions are never and a Renuka idol. He also ent faiths but stressed that hu- TOTAL 1650.00

permanent and that everything
would remain well as long as
God’s blessings continued.

The Swamiji recalled Shivaku-
mar’s earlier visit to the mutt,
saying he had received a Rudrak-
sha and an idol associated with
his grandfather. According to the

placed a garland around Urs’s
neck and advised him not to re-
move it, linking the garland with
his position and status.

The seer said Urs later re-
moved the garland and suggested
that subsequent events became
part of political history. His re-

manity is one. He pointed to a
statue of Prophet Muhammad at
the mutt, saying his predecessor
had installed it as a symbol of
harmony among religions. His
comments on politics, history
and faith have now sparked
fresh discussion in the state.

Known encumbrances, if any: Not to the knowledge of the Bank.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(www.canarabank.com) or E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/) portal and may
contact ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru, Canara Bank, Ph. No.08025310066, 9866977711, 9486092152, 9901642631 during
office hours on any working day.

Date : 01.09.2026
Place: Bengaluru

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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Koppal Congress Protests
FIR Against Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Krishna Ittangi said the party was strengthening under Rahul Gandhi
and Mallikarjun Kharge and would mtensn‘y protests agamst political pressure

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

The Koppal District Congress
and its supporters held a pro-
test march on Tuesday against
the FIR filed against Lok
Sabha Opposition Leader Ra-
hul Gandhi.

The protesters alleged that
the case was politically moti-
vated and demanded its im-
mediate withdrawal. The
march began near the city’s
Tourist Temple and ended at
Ashoka Circle, where workers
raised slogans against the
BJP-led Central government.

Addressing the gathering,
District Mahila Congress
president Jyoti M. Gondabala
alleged that the BJP was using
false cases to silence Rahul
Gandhi. She said he would
not be intimidated by such ac-
tions. She further accused the
BJP and RSS of opposing
leaders who speak about so-
cial justice and Dalit rights.
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District Congress general
secretary Krishna Ittangi said
the Congress was becoming
stronger under Rahul Gand-
hi’s leadership and senior
Dalit leader Mallikarjun
Kharge. He warned that the
party would intensify its agi-
tation if the government con-
tinued what he described as
political pressure against its
leaders.

Karnataka Urban Water
Supply and Drainage Board
president Prasanna Gadada
also criticised the FIR. He al-
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leged that the case was an at-
tempt to target Rahul Gandhi
for raising issues concerning
social equality. He said peo-
ple were watching the devel-
opments closely and that Con-
gress workers were prepared
to continue their campaign.
The protest was attended by
Nagar Block Congress presi-
dent Cotton Pasha, SC Unit
president Galeppa Poojar,
District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
vice-president Manjunath G.
Gondabal, District Congress

- Immediate withdrawal of
FIR against Rahul Gandhi

- Congress condemns alleged
political misuse of law

- Leaders demand end to
intimidation tactics

- Party warns of intensified
protests if needed

- Congress alleges targeting
of Dalit rights voices

+ Hundreds join Koppal
protest against FIR

general secretary Akbar Pasha
and several other leaders.
Youth Congress workers, of-
fice-bearers and hundreds of
supporters participated, de-
manding that the case against
Rahul Gandhi be withdrawn.
The protesters said the agita-
tion would continue if their
demand was ignored.

S Ramya takes charge as Chitradurga Deputy Commissioner

CHITRADURGA

Ramya assumed charge as the
new Deputy Commissioner and
District Magistrate of Chitradurga
on Tuesday. The state government

transferred T. Venkatesh from the
post and appointed Ramya in his
place. She brings extensive ad-
ministrative experience to the
district. Ramya previously served
as Executive Director of the Kar-

nataka Examinations Authority,
Commissioner of the Bommena-
halli Zone of Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, and Manag-
ing Director of Karnataka Power
Factory Limited. Following her

appointment, she officially took
charge of her new responsibilities.
Additional Deputy Commissioner
B.T. Kumaraswamy welcomed
her by presenting a bouquet
during the occasion.

Gram One centres
to support Praja
Seva applications

DAVANAGERE

The Praja Seva Abhiyan will
be held in Honnali and Chan-
nagiri taluks on September 5,
Deputy Commissioner Gan-
gadharaswamy G.M. said.
The campaign aims to bring
administration closer to citi-
zens by addressing grievances
directly and providing solu-
tions immediately or within a
stipulated period. The Honnali
taluk meeting will be held at
Taralabalu Community Hall in
Gollarahalli, while the hob-
li-level programme will take
place at Santebennur in Chan-
nagiri taluk. Under the new
Praja Seva Department, meet-
ings will be held every Satur-
day at taluk and hobli levels.
Pamphlets containing applica-
tion forms and required docu-
ments will be distributed in
advance, while Al-based calls
will inform residents about
venues and schedules.
Citizens can submit applica-
tions through Gram One cen-
tres. Priority will be given to
first-time complainants and
grievances pending for over 21
days through Sakala, CSC or
IPGRS. Eligible beneficiaries
may receive approvals at the
venue. Applications will be
scrutinised at taluk, sub-divi-
sion and district levels. Citizens
can track complaints through
helpline 1902, the official por-
tal and social media. Unre-
solved cases will be escalated
automatically. Gangadharas-
wamy urged residents to partic-
ipate and share suggestions.

Rural development key
to nation’s progress,
says MLA Pappl

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Comprehensive rural develop-
ment is essential for the prog-
ress of the country, Chitradu-
rga MLA K.C. Veerendra
Pappi said on Tuesday.

He spoke after performing
Bhoomi Puja for development
works worth Rs. 2 crore in
Sondekol, Godabanahalu,
Kumbarapeetha near K. Bal-
akatte and Guddaranganahalli
villages.

Pappi said elected represen-
tatives and officials have a
responsibility to provide basic
facilities such as roads, drain-
age, drinking water, electrici-
ty, healthcare and education
in villages. He said develop-
ment works had already be-
gun in several villages of the
constituency and would be
completed in phases accord-
ing to local needs and priori-
ties. The MLA said good road
connectivity was necessary
for village development and
that CC roads would be con-
structed wherever required.
Cement drains would also be
developed to ensure proper
movement of rainwater and
sewage. He said drinking wa-
ter projects and clean water
units would be established in
villages facing shortages, with
the aim of providing safe wa-
ter to every resident.

Pappi added that improving
school buildings, healthcare
services, hospitals and health

-

A public representative must )
remain connected with the
people throughout the year,
listen to their concerns, and
sincerely work to resolve their
problems, rather than meeting
residents only during elections.

- K.C. Veerendra Pappi,
Chitradurga MLA

centres would also receive at-
tention. He said a public rep-
resentative must remain con-
nected with people through-
out the year, listen to their
problems and work sincerely
to resolve them, rather than
meeting residents only during
elections.

District Guarantee Commit-
tee chairman Shivanna urged
officials to maintain high
standards in all development
works and complete them
within the scheduled period.
He also appealed to villagers
to monitor projects and coop-
erate with officials and elect-
ed representatives. The MLA
said his goal was to make
Chitradurga a model constitu-
ency, ensuring that both urban
and rural areas receive proper
infrastructure and essential
facilities through phased de-
velopment.

Congress challenges former
MLA over political remarks

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Congress leaders in Magadi have
strongly criticised former MLA A.
Manjunath over his recent remarks
against Minister H.C. Balakrishna,
urging him to maintain dignity and
focus on development instead of

personal attacks.

Block Congress President K.
Krishnamurthy made the com-
ments during a press conference at
the Congress office in Magadi on

Tuesday.

Krishnamurthy said Balakrishna
had shown strength and courage
through his political work and
claimed the Congress would

HIGHLIGHTS

» Congress challenges A.
Manjunath over allegations

raised without proper investiga-
tion. He invited Manjunath for a
direct public discussion, saying
Congress workers were ready to

political criticism

* Leaders demand dignity in

debate the issues at a mutually
agreed place and time. He also
alleged that some people had tak-

development

» Congress warns against dis-
rupting government

en money from workers and the

public by promising jobs.
Congress leaders further

warned against attempts to ob-

* Former MLA urged to
produce evidence publicly

struct government development
projects or stage protests. They
said thousands of crores worth of

* Leaders challenge probe into
alleged corruption claims

development works were being
carried out in Magadi and should

demonstrate the same spirit in the

2028 elections.

evidence.

He challenged Manjunath to
provide proof for his allegations
regarding corruption, government
land encroachment and other irreg-
ularities. Krishnamurthy said that
if Manjunath had evidence of

He warned that
Congress workers would not toler-
ate insulting language or personal
criticism against their leaders. He
said political disagreements were
acceptable, but allegations should
be supported by documents and

» Congress warns of protests
against political disruption

wrongdoing, he should approach
the appropriate investigating agen-
cies instead of making accusations
through the media. He also ques-
tioned claims that Manjunath had
brought projects worth Rs 1,500
crore to the taluk and asked him to
explain how the funds were used.

Former Municipal Standing
Committee President Shivakumar
also criticised Manjunath, saying
old allegations, including claims
involving a Rs 600 crore scam and
forest land, were being repeatedly

not be disrupted by political dis-
putes. The leaders said the people
had rejected earlier allegations in
the 2023 Assembly election and
urged political opponents to
speak responsibly.

The meeting was attended by
several Congress leaders and lo-
cal representatives, including
Prakash, Belliappa, Ganganna,
Shailaja, Rupesh, Ramya, Riyaz,
Hemalatha and others. The lead-
ers maintained that political com-
petition should continue, but it
must be based on facts, respect
and public issues rather than per-
sonal attacks.

Employment scheme aims
to curb rural migration

KOPPAL

The Vikasita Bharat Jiramji
(VBJIRAMIJI) scheme is
helping rural families earn
wages locally while improv-
ing village infrastructure, Ta-
luk Panchayat IEC Coordina-
tor Devaraja Pattar said on
Tuesday.

He was speaking to workers
at a lake revitalisation project
in Budashetnal village under
Kalakeri Gram Panchayat.

Pattar said the scheme aims
to provide 125 days of wage
employment to each eligible
rural family and reduce migra-
tion for work. Men and women
receive equal wages, while
projects focus on water conser-
vation, irrigation, groundwater
recharge, watershed develop-
ment and restoration of water
bodies. The current wage is Rs.
382 per person per day. He ad-
vised workers to mark atten-
dance and complete the as-
signed work according to the
prescribed scale, stressing that
attendance alone would not
qualify them for wages. Senior
citizens and persons with dis-
abilities receive a 50 percent
relaxation in the work scale, he
said. Individual works such as
cattle sheds, goat sheds, agri-
cultural wells, huts and poultry

AT AGLANCE

+ Scheme provides 125 days of
local employment

» 3382 daily wage fixed
under scheme

« Equal wages ensured for men
and women

- Water conservation works
receive priority under scheme

« Senior citizens get 50% work-
scale concession

« 304 labourers participated in
village development works

sheds can also be taken up.

Kalakeri Panchayat Devel-
opment Officer Basavaraddi
Tavadi said a job card camp
was being conducted at the
Gram Panchayat. Newly regis-
tering families can obtain em-
ployment guarantee cards by
submitting Aadhaar, bank ac-
count details and e-KYC doc-
uments. Landless families can
participate in community
works and earn wages.

Zilla Panchayat sanitation
and hygiene consultant
Basamma Hudeda spoke about
women’s hygiene and men-
strual health. She advised
proper disposal of used sani-
tary pads and urged residents
to separate wet and dry waste.

Koppal villages urged to
fight child marriage

KOPPAL

Regular awareness programmes at the vil-
lage level are essential to prevent child
abuse, child marriage and other crimes
against children, said Yamanamma of the
District Child Protection Unit. She was
speaking at a public awareness programme
held at Navali Government Pre-University
College in Kanakagiri taluk on August 31.

The programme was organised jointly by
the district administration, police, Women
and Child Development Department,
School Education and Literacy Department,
Health and Family Welfare Department,
District Child Protection Unit and the col-
lege. Yamanamma explained that laws such
as the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012, and its 2019 amend-
ment provide strict punishment and fines
for sexual abuse and harassment of children
below 18.

She warned that social media influence is
increasingly drawing children into risky
relationships and legal problems, some-
times without them understanding the con-
sequences. She said marrying a minor, help-
ing conduct such a marriage or encouraging
it is illegal and punishable.

Yamanamma said child marriage can lead
to serious problems, including maternal and
infant deaths and malnutrition. She remind-
ed people that marriage is prohibited for
girls below 18 and boys below 21. She
urged parents, youth and the public to help
make the district free of child marriage.

She also called for stronger village child
protection committees to spread awareness
about children's rights, safety and laws.

TROF T VTR Qa3

ATooDT ©TLE, FOTTFHIHTONY 8e3¢0,
uﬁe,;d:;ma m%@o&) emméams, 23ONERT-560083.

TeTmoed: 080 29755405, w-eer: actbnp83@gmail.com
xoais:zwk‘o/z;esc@/2026—27 Qo3 01.09.2026
BomeT Iz

RE0DHE 9Ty, BOTTTOREOND, L etz meé)eo:o GOTIRTTI,
Bonendd VBB 7236 BILBD FTTIT $3230B0D  IRIPTOLNY
TORFBINIR L0BO, BTRATYT. 0BT, BYFLY ERTOD
OTWOT Tome  Xzod  09.09.20263 aﬁ@rﬁ\ 11:00 RoLdoPTTA.

TF awIney  hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Snos
TEOPWTWING VT WH LT, ToROD WTIBI
F3e00DY B30 BePodY TRORWTTNG.

©

/-

TTOONT 9T, FOTT FBOYTVONES
BRRET /A /2550 /2207 /2026-27 B} “

Government of Karnataka - Zilla Panchayat
Office of The Executive Engineer,
Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Chikkamagaluru
Ph No.: 08262-220936 e-mail: zpedckm@rediffmail.com
Tender Notice No: 19/2026-27/1500 Date: 31.08.2026

Tender Notice

The Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Chikkamagaluru invites tenders through https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in for works across Chikkamagaluru, Kadur,
Mudigere, and Tarikere taluks of Chikkamagaluru District.
Estimated work Maximum amount is Rs. 75.00 Lakhs and
Minimum amount is Rs. 10.00 Lakhs. Details regarding
technical/execution capacity must be attached as per Standard
Tender Document KW-1, KW-2, and KW-3 guidelines.
e Document Downloading & Uploading Dates: From 01.09.2026
to 15.09.2026 up to 05:30 PM.
o If possible, Technical Bid Opening: 17.09.2026 at 5:05 PM &
Financial Bid Opening: 24.09.2026 at 5:05 PM, if possible. (If an
unscheduled public holiday falls on any of the specified opening
dates, the next working day will be treated as the valid date.)
The full notification details can be viewed on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in . For further assistance, bidders may
contact the Content Manager during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,

Chikkamagaluru.
DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/26-27/104/736

CITY CORPORATION VIJAYAPUR

No:CCV/PWD/EE/DMA/TND/E-proc/2026-27/1704
Dated:29.08.2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
Various Grants of Vijayapura City Corporation Tender
Notification. Details are Below.

Tender No of Amount
Works | (Rs.in Lakhs) | Tender Submission
Min | Max Last Date and
Work 06 4.84 60 |Opening as per KPP
Tender PORTAL
Quotation for| 01 - -
Rates Only

City Corporation Vijayapur invites tenders from eligible
tenders registered Tenders are called in standard tender
document through KPP Portal. For further details visit online
web site https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. and Tender
Corrigendum and Addendum issued in KPP Portal Only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, City Corporation, Vijayapur

TOROBOY/VBONTVT /278 BT D00 /2026-27

BENGALURU EAST CITY CORPORATION

‘ Office of the Executive Engineer, Marathahalli Division,
\\smy Bellandur Main Road, Bellanduru, Bengaluru - 560103.

No: BECC/EE/MRH/TN/03/2026-27 Date: 01-09-2026

CORRIGENDUM

Sub: Correction for Tender Notification Dates.

Ref.: EE/BECC/MRH/TN/03/2026-27, Dated: 24-08-2026.
This is to notify that, the Last Date for Submission of Bid in
Tender Notification No: EE/BECC/MRH/TN/03/2026-27, Dated:
24-08-2026 is Corrected as follows.
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(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

Sl. As per Previous As per
No. Calendar of Events Notification Modified Dates
1 Last Date and Time for 31-08-2026 08-09-2026
Receipt of Queries upto 11.00 Hrs. | upto 11.00 Hrs.
2 Date and Time for Pre 31-08-2026 08-09-2026
Bid Meeting at 16.00 Hrs. at 15.00 Hrs.
3 Last Date and Time 05-09-2026 16-09-2026
for Receipt of Tenders upto 16.00 Hrs. | upto 16.00 Hrs.
4 Date & Time for 07-09-2026 17-09-2026
Opening of Technical Bid at 16.30 Hrs. at 16.30 Hrs.
5 Date & Time for Will be intimated after obtaining
Opening of Financial Bid | Approval for Technical Evaluation.

All other Terms and Conditions of the Tender Notification will
remains same. Sdl-

Executive Engineer, Marathahalli Division, BECC.

Bengaluru South Zilla Panchayat
Office of the Executive Engineer

PANCHAYATHRAJ ENGINEERING DIVISION
Ramanagara, Bangalore South Dist.

No.EE/PRED/RMG/JE/TEND-11/2026-27 Date: 31.08.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Only through KPP Portal system)
The Executive Engineer, Panchayathraj Engineering Division,

Ramanagara, invites the Itemwise tender. Contractors
registered in KPWD, enrolled in PRED/PWD Licence for the
works under different Head of Account. Minimum Estimated

amount Rs.8.00 lakh. Maximum Estimated amount Rs.75.00
lakh. Last Date for submission of Tender Dated: 15.09.2026
by 4:00 PM. Opening of the Tender Dated: 16.09.2026
at 4:30 PM. Opening of the Financial Bid Tender Dated:
21.09.2026 at 4:30 PM onwards (only for KW-III).
For details & further information visit the website

www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact this office in office hours.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Panchayathraj Engineering Division
Ramanagara

DIPR/BSD/281/SA/2026-27
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Al AND
HEALTHCARE

- NIVEDITHA SREEJITH

support and guidance to various professionals in different

fields of work and study. Healthcare has also welcomed this
rising beast with affinity, blending Al into regular diagnosis and
prediction, increasing the efficiency of the medical care provid-
ed to patients. With Al speeding up the regularities of the med-
ical field, professionals have been able to pour their focus into
tasks that are more intellectually stimulating and yield more
efficient results.

But simultaneously, Al is also being misused by the common man
who has turned to prompt based treatments from chatbots such as
ChatGPT and Gemini instead of seeking medical care. They blindly
believe the answers given by Al without medical confirmation and
thus run a risk of harming themselves. Responsible use of Al is more
likely to do good than harm; but in recent years, the line between
responsible and irresponsible use of Al is getting increasingly blurred.

It has thus become critical to value the selfless and careful services
provided by doctors, one which can never be replaced by soulless
technology. Those who have the resources required to receive proper
care by medical professionals still avoid seeking medical help and
instead prefer the consultation of their favourite Al platform, claiming
that it saves their time and energy. Though it certainly is a cheap
solution for those who cannot afford hospital consultations, it also
increases the risk of misdiagnosis, which can worsen the patient’s
health and prolong the treatment that would have solved their issues
early on. This could even threaten the person’s life and healthy living,
running the risk of death, disabilities, and diseases. However ad-
vanced technology has become, it can never match the years of ex-
perience and medical intuition that professionals possess, which
makes them apt for their role.

This overreliance on Al chatbots could thus lead to fatal accidents
and ignorance that in the long run affects the patient, all due to the
blind trust placed in the hands of technology that does not have a
mind of its own. While chatbots are certainly inventions that can be
used for convenience and assistance, it is important to remember that
these are only tools that assist medical professionals and thus can
never fully replace the work done by doctors, nurses, and other med-
ical professionals.

It is highly advisable to consult a doctor before undertaking any
sort of medication or treatment, which may sound inconvenient in the
beginning but can definitely assure the patient’s safety and quick
recovery.

THE ILLUSION OF
ORIGINAL THOUGHT

- DR. THEJAS GIGY THOMAS

hat makes a piece of art stand out? Perhaps it's the
\ }‘ / choice of colour, the depth of the brushstroke, the in-
tricacy of pattern qualities we praise when they align
with our idea of effort and detail. But what if that same crafts-
manship had already been explored by someone else? Someone
who never had the platform to show it. Would the work still be
original, or does visibility alone decide authenticity? The un-
comfortable truth is that our admiration is rarely built on merit.
It is built on accession exposure. And in this age, visibility can
be manufactured while substance goes unnoticed. Which raises
a harder question: if your knowledge is entirely borrowed, if
your conclusions are entirely predictable, what actually belongs
to you? We're taught to treat “thinking differently” as a mark of
intellectual maturity. But most of the time, it's just a longer road
to the same destination a reframing of what's already been said,
not a transformation of what's understood. Most “original ideas”
are variations on earlier ones. This happens more often than
we'd like to admit. But that isn't even the deeper problem.
Knowledge today isn't growth it's accumulation without reflec-
tion. Memorization without digestion. A race to appear in-
formed rather than to be informed.

Knowledge has become a form of status, spent carelessly in
conversations that carry no real weight. Everyone learns to re-
peat. Almost no one learns to question, to contradict, to push
back. The very system that claims to teach “critical thinking”
often punishes anyone who actually practise it. So, people fall
in line sharper in vocabulary, thinner in substance. The rat race
isn't just a career path anymore; it's a cognitive condition. Stu-
dents, workers, creators many repeat ideas they've never fully
understood, chasing grades, followers, validation. Not because
they're curious, but because they're afraid of falling behind. And
in that fear, they quietly guarantee their own intellectual stag-
nation. Every generation believes itself more educated than the
last. The truth is less flattering: we are more decorated, not
more educated. Faster, not wiser.

We know where to find information but not always how to sit
with it. We are flooded with facts and starved of meaning. And
it doesn't stop there this shallowness gets celebrated. Those who
choose slower, deeper paths are made to feel out of step. In a
culture that mistakes fast consumption for intelligence, patience
starts to look like incompetence. Silence looks like ignorance.
Reflection looks like weakness. Knowledge, in this climate,
becomes noise used to impress, to defend, to perform. It's no
surprise that real wisdom tends to disappear quietly. It rarely
survives in spaces where the loudest voice wins and the most
careful thought gets dismissed as “too complicated.” Knowl-
edge was supposed to make us more human. Today, it mostly
just makes us more marketable. Anyone who still seeks to know
rather than simply to appear knowledgeable may find little com-
pany for it.

They may feel alienated, misunderstood, even mocked. But
in that isolation, they remain closer to the truth than the crowd
running in circles, chasing a race they never truly wanted to
enter. Consider how quickly a new idea now travels and how
little of it survives the journey intact. A single sentence, stripped
of its context, becomes a slogan. A slogan becomes a slide. A
slide becomes a talking point repeated in a hundred rooms by
people who never read the source. This is not the spread of
knowledge; it is the erosion of it, one repetition at a time. We have
mistaken circulation for comprehension. Even our institutions,
built to nurture original thought, have quietly shifted their purpose.

In recent years, Al has merged into different sectors, offering

FERTILE VARUNA LAND NEXT ON
ACQUISITION RADAR?

ven as the controver-

sy over the proposed

Bidadi township

project is yet to set-
tle, another land acquisition
issue has surfaced in Mysuru,
this time involving over 165
acres of fertile agricultural
land in the Varuna Assembly
constituency.

The Karnataka Industrial
Areas Development Board
(KIADB) has reportedly is-
sued notices to landowners in
Madahalli and Maralli villag-
es, signalling its intention to
acquire more than 165 acres.
The notices have come as a
shock to farmers, many of
whom depend on these lands
for their livelihood and regard
the property as an ancestral
inheritance.

The development has raised
several uncomfortable ques-
tions for the State govern-
ment. Why is fertile agricul-
tural land being targeted when
large stretches of barren and
less productive land are avail-
able elsewhere in Mysuru dis-
trict? More importantly, what
exactly is proposed on these
165-plus acres?

On Thursday, a group of af-
fected landowners staged a
dharna in front of the KIADB
office in Mysuru, demanding
that the acquisition process be
dropped. Their protest reflects
growing resentment among
farmers who fear that the loss
of their land could permanent-
ly sever their connection with
their traditional livelihood.

The latest controversy
comes against the backdrop of
a larger farmers' agitation in
Mysuru district. For nearly
three months, farmers have

- SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

“The answer could determine
not only the fate of 165 acres
in Varuna but also the
Congress government’s
approach to land acquisition
across Karnataka”.

been opposing the proposed
acquisition of land for setting
up a hospital on the lines of
NIMHANS. They have re-
peatedly questioned the gov-
ernment's insistence on ac-
quiring fertile agricultural
land when alternative parcels
are reportedly available.

The farmers' argument is

simple: development is neces-
sary, but it should not come at
the cost of productive farm-
land when other options exist.

Their resistance has at
times gone beyond conven-
tional protests. Farmers have
reportedly obstructed survey
operations, declaring that they
are prepared to sacrifice their
lives rather than surrender
their ancestral property. Such
statements underline the emo-
tional and economic signifi-
cance of land in rural Karnata-
ka.

Land acquisition is never
merely an administrative exer-
cise. For a farmer, land rep-
resents livelihood, security,
family history and a legacy
handed down through genera-
tions. Any government seek-
ing to acquire it must therefore
establish a compelling public
purpose and demonstrate that

less damaging alternatives
have been seriously examined.

The reported KIADB notic-
es have also triggered ques-
tions about the government's
priorities. KIADB's mandate is
primarily linked to industrial
development, making it all the
more important for the author-
ities to clearly explain the pur-

P

t’t
pose for which such a large
tract is being acquired. Keep-
ing farmers in the dark only
fuels suspicion about possible
vested interests.

The government must come
clean on the proposed project,
the agency or institution for
which the land is being ac-
quired, the exact extent of land
required and whether alterna-
tive government or barren land
was considered before issuing
the notices.

The political dimension of
the issue cannot be ignored
either. Varuna is represented
by former Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, who has built
much of his political career
around championing the inter-
ests of disadvantaged sec-
tions. Interestingly, Siddara-
maiah had, during his tenure,
dropped a land acquisition
proposal in the Devanahalli

area of Bengaluru following
protests by local farmers who
highlighted their emotional
and traditional bond with their
land.

The present government
now faces a similar test.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who heads the
government, has to decide
whether development should
proceed by overruling the
farmers or whether their con-
cerns deserve a fresh hearing.
He would do well to follow
the principle that govern-
ments must first win the con-
fidence of landowners before
attempting to acquire their
most valuable asset.

There is no shortage of land
in Karnataka. What is scarce
is fertile agricultural land.
Once concrete replaces culti-
vation, the change is virtually
irreversible.

The government should
therefore put the acquisition
on hold, conduct a transparent
review and explore alternative
sites before proceeding fur-
ther. Public projects should
certainly be welcomed, but
development cannot mean in-
discriminate conversion of
fertile farmland.

The question before the
government is not whether
Karnataka needs develop-
ment. It certainly does. The
question is whether develop-
ment must necessarily come
at the expense of fertile land
and unwilling farmers.

Will Shivakumar follow
Siddaramaiah's earlier exam-
ple and reconsider the acqui-
sition, or will the government
proceed despite the farmers'
opposition?

WHEN POWER FORGETS HUMANITY

he viral video from

Noida, showing a

woman screaming

at a security guard,
using abusive language and
allegedly attempting to kick
him during an argument,
has understandably drawn
widespread condemnation.
What is disturbing is not
simply the language cap-
tured on camera, but the at-
titude behind it: the appar-
ent belief that frustration,
social position or financial
power can justify treating
another person without ba-
sic respect. It cannot.

A disagreement with a se-
curity guard, domestic
worker, driver, cook or em-
ployee can be handled in a
number of ways. A com-
plaint can be made. A super-
visor can be approached. A
matter can be taken to the
appropriate authority. If
someone has made a genu-
ine mistake, the facts can be
established and the neces-
sary action can follow.
What is never necessary is
humiliation. This distinction
matters because workplaces
and homes are built on rela-
tionships in which econom-
ic power is rarely equal.
One person may sign the
pay cheque while another
depends on that income.

That difference creates re-
sponsibility, not permission
to behave without restraint.
Paying for someone’s la-
bour does not purchase their
dignity. A security guard
may be employed to enforce
the rules of a residential so-
ciety. A driver may be re-
sponsible for getting some-
one safely to their destina-
tion. A cook, cleaner or do-
mestic worker may be em-

Al in Modern Healthcare

The integration of artificial intelligence into modern medicine is transforming patient outcomes. Al tools excel at
analyzing complex medical data, enabling earlier diagnostic accuracy and tailored treatment plans for chronic
conditions. Beyond diagnostics, automation reduces administrative overhead, allowing physicians to spend more
quality time with patients. However, technology must complement rather than replace human judgment. Safeguards
surrounding patient privacy, algorithmic bias, and ethical oversight remain crucial. As healthcare systems adopt
these advanced tools, maintaining a patient-first approach ensures that technological innovation genuinely serves

humanity without diminishing the essential empathetic connection between doctors and patients.

- Willy Khaimonlin Lhungdim

ployed to perform specific
tasks. An office employee
may be accountable for
their work. In every case,
the employment relationship
establishes responsibilities
on both sides; it does not
make one person inherently

more deserving of respect
than the other.

There is also a simple
principle that seems worth
remembering: being in a
place of power does not
give us the right to be cruel.
Even when a person has a
legitimate grievance, there
are standards of conduct
that should not be aban-
doned.

Anger does not excuse
threats. Frustration does not
justify abuse. And disagree-
ment does not give anyone
permission to use physical
intimidation.

If the security guard in the
video had made a mistake,
the appropriate response
would have been to establish
why he had stopped the per-
son, speak to his supervisor
and allow the matter to be
resolved through the proper
channel. If there was mis-
conduct, it could have been

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Prioritizing Ethics in Technology

reported and addressed. The
same principle applies in
any workplace or household:
establish the facts, follow
the process and take propor-
tionate action. That is not
weakness. It is responsible
use of power.

The dignity of labour is of-
ten discussed as though it
were a principle reserved for
speeches, ceremonies and
public occasions. Its real test
comes in ordinary moments,
particularly when something
goes wrong. It is easy to be
courteous when dealing with
someone who has equal or
greater social and economic
power. Character is revealed
when we are dealing with
someone who has less.
How we speak to people
who cannot easily answer
back tells us something
about who we are. India’s
growing prosperity should
make this principle more im-
portant, not less. As cities
expand and more households
and businesses depend on a
vast network of service
workers and employees, the
relationship between eco-
nomic privilege and human
dignity deserves greater at-

- PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

“And no one should ever
mistake the ability to pay
another person’s wages for the
right to diminish the person
earning them”.

tention. Development cannot
be measured only by the size
of our homes, the cars we
drive or the salaries we earn.

It should also be reflected
in the standards by which we
treat the people whose work
keeps our homes, offices and
communities functioning.
This is not an argument
against accountability. Quite
the opposite. Workers should
be held responsible when
they fail in their duties, just
as employers and institutions
should be held responsible
when they fail in theirs. But
accountability must be based
on facts and exercised
through appropriate chan-
nels. Humiliation is not ac-
countability, and intimida-
tion is not authority. Perhaps
that is the larger lesson in
the Noida incident.

We do not need to know
someone personally to owe
them basic decency. We do
not need to agree with them
to treat them with respect.
And we certainly do not
need to be wealthy or influ-
ential to understand that an-
other person’s livelihood
does not make their dignity
expendable. A society’s val-
ues are not demonstrated
only in how it treats those at
the top.

They are revealed in how it
treats people who have less
power. The security guard at
the gate, the worker in a
home, the driver on the road
or the employee in an office
is there to do a job.

That work deserves ac-
countability when neces-
sary, but it also deserves
respect. Money can provide
comfort, influence and op-
portunity. It cannot confer
moral superiority.

Rapid advancement in artificial intelligence demands immediate ethical accountability. As automated systems influence
critical sectors from hiring practices to criminal justice unchecked algorithms risk amplifying historical biases and struc-
tural inequalities. Developers and policymakers must collaborate to establish clear regulatory frameworks that mandate
transparency and fairness. Innovation should not outpace responsibility; progress loses its purpose when it compromises
fundamental human rights and dignity. Public trust depends on holding tech creators accountable for the societal impact
of their systems. Establishing rigorous oversight today ensures that emerging technologies empower communities, safe-
guard vulnerable populations, and foster a more equitable, transparent, and balanced future for everyone.

-Anna B.
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NAVIGATING THE DELICATE BALANCE OF HUMAN LIFE

ife is an extraordinary
I journey defined by
constant change, qui-
et resilience, and profound
discovery. From our first
breath to our final moments,
existence presents a dynam-
ic tapestry woven from joy,
hardship, triumph, and un-
certainty. It is not a static
destination to be reached or
a simple equation to be
solved, but an ongoing pro-
cess of learning and adapta-
tion. In a fast-paced world
increasingly driven by digi-
tal acceleration and material
pursuits, taking time to re-
flect on the deeper purpose
and nature of life becomes
essential for maintaining in-
ner balance, emotional
well-being, and genuine
human connection.

At its core, the essence
of living lies in how we
navigate contrast and un-
certainty. Light is best ap-
preciated after stepping out
of darkness, and true
strength is often forged
during periods of adversity.
Hardships, failures, and
unexpected setbacks are
not disruptions to the jour-

ney they are integral parts
of the human experience
that build character and
empathy. When we accept
that unpredictability is a
natural law of existence,
we shift our mindset from
resisting change to em-
bracing growth. Growth
requires us to cultivate re-
silience, celebrate small
victories, and remain curi-
ous even when faced with
unfamiliar terrain.
Furthermore, human life
gains its richest meaning
through authentic relation-
ships and shared experi-
ences. No individual
thrives in complete isola-
tion; our lives are deeply
intertwined with the family
members, friends, mentors,
and communities around us.
Empathy, kindness, and love
form the invisible threads
that hold social structures to-
gether and elevate daily rou-
tines into memorable mo-
ments. Simple acts of com-
passion listening intently to a
friend, offering a helping
hand, or sharing a quiet mo-
ment of connection foster a
deep sense of belonging that

no material success or digital
metric can ever truly replace.

Living meaningfully also
requires cultivating mindful-
ness and presence in an age
dominated by distraction.
Modern society frequently
encourages us to focus on the
next milestone, the next pur-
chase, or future achieve-
ments, often at the expense
of experiencing the present
moment. True fulfillment is
found not in accumulating
wealth or status, but in devel-
oping self-awareness and ap-

preciating the simple won-
ders of everyday life. Pausing
to admire a sunset, enjoying
a shared meal, or pursuing a
personal creative passion
grounds us in the present, re-
minding us that time is our
most precious, non-renew-
able resource.

Ultimately, life is a deli-
cate gift that calls for con-
scious, intentional living. It
challenges us to align our
actions with our core values,
seek purpose over conve-
nience, and leave a positive

— ) L e -

mark on the world around us.

How we choose to spend
our days ultimately shapes
the legacy we leave behind.
By embracing challenges
with courage, nurturing
meaningful relationships, and
practicing daily gratitude, we
honor the extraordinary priv-
ilege of being alive, ensuring
that our personal journey re-
mains vibrant, purposeful,
and deeply fulfilling.

- WILLY KHAIMONLEN
LHUNGDIM

THE DEVASTATING
HUMAN COST OF
GLOBAL CONFLICT

ar represents the most profound breakdown
s ’s / of human diplomacy, moral responsibility,
and international order. Throughout history,
armed conflicts have left behind trails of destruc-
tion, displacement, and immense human suffering.
In an increasingly interconnected global era, the
consequences of war extend far beyond immediate
battlefields, destabilizing global economies, de-
stroying cultural heritage, and fracturing social fab-
rics for generations. While political rhetoric often
frames armed conflict around strategic interests and
national security, the stark reality remains that war
inflicts irreparable damage on civilian populations
and undermines humanity's shared future.

The immediate human toll of war is catastrophic
and heartbreaking. Modern warfare disproportion-
ately impacts non-combatants, subjecting millions
of innocent civilians to physical harm, psychologi-
cal trauma, and forced displacement. Families are
uprooted overnight, transforming vibrant commu-
nities into desolate landscapes of rubble and loss.
Refugees and internally displaced persons face se-
vere shortages of basic necessities clean water,
food, shelter, and medical care while enduring long-
term emotional scars that linger for decades. Chil-
dren raised in conflict zones are deprived of safe
education, stable environments, and peaceful child-
hoods, perpetuating cycles of trauma across gener-
ations.Beyond the immediate loss of life, war
wreaks havoc on essential infrastructure and natural
environments. Bombed hospitals, targeted power
grids, destroyed agricultural lands, and ruined water
treatment facilities leave entire regions uninhabit-
able long after the fighting stops. The environmen-
tal footprint of war is equally devastating; military
operations release massive amounts of carbon emis-
sions, contaminate soil with toxic munitions, and
destroy delicate ecosystems. Rebuilding war-torn
nations requires astronomical financial resources
and decades of effort resources that could otherwise
be invested in education, healthcare, infrastructure,
and combating global climate change.

Furthermore, the economic and social fallout of
conflict propagates globally. War disrupts interna-
tional trade routes, spikes fuel and food prices, and
creates widespread supply chain crises that severe-
ly impact vulnerable populations thousands of miles
away from the conflict zone. Systemic violence also
fuels regional instability, empowering extremist
groups and encouraging global proliferation of ar-
maments. The illusion that a military conflict can
be isolated or won cleanly fails to acknowledge that
in modern warfare, destruction is mutual, and sys-
temic fallout is universal.

Ultimately, preventing war demands unwavering
commitment to international law, transparent diplo-
macy, and proactive conflict resolution. Global
leaders and international bodies must prioritize
peacebuilding, disarmament, and equitable econom-
ic development over aggressive militarization. True
national security cannot be built on the destruction
of others; it is achieved through mutual respect, co-
operation, and shared prosperity. By investing in
dialogue, protecting human rights, and addressing
the root causes of international disputes, humanity
can reject the devastating cycle of armed conflict
and build a more peaceful, secure world for all.

- HARSH VARDHAN

PROTECTING
ANIMALS AND PRESERVING
OUR SHARED PLANET

nimals are integral
to the intricate fab-
ric of life on Earth,

playing essential roles in
maintaining ecological bal-
ance, supporting biodiver-
sity, and enriching human
existence. From vast wil-
dernesses to suburban
neighborhoods, our planet
is home to millions of spe-
cies, each uniquely adapt-
ed to survive and contrib-
ute to their environments.
Far more than passive in-
habitants of )
nature, ani-
mals are
active ar-
chitects of
ecosystems
pollinating
crops, dis-
persing
seeds, reg-
ulating
preda-
tor-prey
dynamics,
and sus-
taining nat-
ural bal-
ances that
keep our world healthy. In
an era dominated by hu-
man expansion and envi-
ronmental change, recog-
nizing our shared connec-
tion with animals is vital
for preserving the global
ecosystem.

Beyond their ecological
significance, animals pos-
sess remarkable emotional,
social, and cognitive capa-
bilities. Scientific research
continues to reveal the
depth of animal sentience,
demonstrating that species

ranging from cetaceans and
primates to birds and do-
mestic pets experience
complex emotions, form
deep social bonds, and
solve intricate problems.
Domesticated animals, par-
ticularly dogs and cats, have
been cherished human com-
panions for millennia, offer-
ing unconditional love, emo-
tional support, and therapeu-
tic benefits. Meanwhile,
wild species inspire scientif-
ic breakthroughs, artistic

expression, and a profound
sense of wonder, reminding
us of nature's vast creativity
and complexity.

However, animals around
the globe face unprecedent-
ed threats stemming primar-
ily from human activities.
Habitat destruction, defor-
estation, industrial pollution,
climate change, and illegal
wildlife trade have acceler-
ated global species loss at an
alarming rate. Pristine for-
ests, oceans, and wetlands
are being fragmented or de-

stroyed to accommodate
urban growth and industrial
agriculture.

When wildlife habitats
vanish, species are pushed to
the brink of extinction, dis-
rupting delicate food webs
and destabilizing ecosys-
tems that humans rely on for
clean air, water, and agricul-
tural sustainability.

Protecting animal life re-
quires a fundamental shift in
how human societies inter-
act with the natural world.
Conserva-
tion must
evolve from
isolated ef-
forts into
comprehen-
sive, global
action
plans. Ex-
panding
protected
wildlife re-
serves, re-
storing de-
graded nat-
ural habi-
tats, enforc-
ing strict
anti-poaching laws, and
ending illegal wildlife com-
merce are critical steps to-
ward safeguarding endan-
gered species. Additionally,
promoting sustainable land
management, reducing plas-
tic pollution in oceans, and
mitigating global carbon
emissions directly benefit
wildlife populations while
ensuring a healthier, more
resilient planet for future
human generations.

- ANNA B.

UNLOCKING PERSONAL INSIGHTS
THROUGH THE ZODIAC SIGNS

or thousands of
Fyears, humans have

turned their gazes to-
ward the night sky, seeking
meaning in the movement
of celestial bodies. Astrol-
ogy, through the frame-
work of the twelve zodiac
signs, has provided gener-
ations with a symbolic lan-
guage to explore personal-
ity, human connections,
and the rhythms of life.
While modern science
views astrology as a cul-
tural belief system rather
than an empirical study,
its enduring popularity
highlights a fundamental
human desire: the search
for self-awareness, identi-
ty, and personal reflection.
Understanding the zodiac
signs offers a creative lens
through which we can ex-
plore our inner worlds and

better understand those
around us.

The zodiac system di-
vides the year into twelve
distinct signs, each associ-
ated with specific person-
ality traits, elements, and
natural tendencies. Cate-
gorized into Fire, Earth,
Air, and Water, these ele-
ments represent funda-
mental aspects of the hu-
man experience. Fire
signs bring passion, drive,
and spontaneous energy,
while Earth signs ground
us in practical stability,
patience, and tangible re-
sults. Air signs foster in-
tellectual curiosity, com-
munication, and social
connection, whereas Wa-
ter signs provide emotion-
al depth, intuition, and
profound empathy. By
grouping these archetypes,

the zodiac offers a rich
system for categorizing
human temperaments and
celebrating diversity in
thought and behavior.

Beyond individual per-
sonality profiles, the zodi-
ac signs serve as a valu-
able framework for exam-
ining relationships and
social dynamics. Explor-
ing sign compatibility en-
courages individuals to
reflect on how different
personality types interact,
communicate, and resolve
conflict.

Recognizing that an
Earth sign might prefer
structure while an Air sign
values mental spontaneity
allows for deeper under-
standing and patience in
personal interactions.

- SUSANA RODRIGUZ

REDEFINING FITNESS
FOR LIFELONG HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

served for competitive athletes or an aesthetic goal mea-

sured by physique alone. However, physical fitness is a
fundamental pillar of overall health, mental clarity, and longev-
ity that belongs to everyone. In an era dominated by sedentary
desk jobs, automated conveniences, and prolonged screen time,
incorporating regular movement into daily life is no longer a
luxury it is a vital necessity. Redefining fitness as a sustainable
lifestyle rather than a temporary trend is essential for cultivating
physical resilience and enhancing our overall quality of life.

At its core, physical fitness encompasses cardiovascular en-
durance, muscular strength, flexibility, and functional mobility.
Engaging in regular exercise strengthens the heart, improves
blood circulation, and optimizes metabolic health. It significant-
ly reduces the risk of chronic conditions such as cardiovascular
disease, type 2 diabetes, and hypertension. Beyond preventative
health benefits, physical activity enhances energy levels, im-
proves sleep quality, and keeps our bodies capable of perform-
ing everyday tasks with ease. Maintaining joint mobility and
core strength ensures independence and vitality as we age, al-
lowing us to navigate life’s physical demands without injury or
fatigue.

Equal in importance to physical health are the profound psycho-
logical and emotional benefits of regular exercise. Movement acts
as a powerful, natural mood booster by releasing endorphins, se-
rotonin, and dopamine neurotransmitters that alleviate stress, anx-
iety, and symptoms of depression. Whether it is a brisk morning
walk, an intense weightlifting session, a yoga practice, or a recre-
ational sport, exercise provides a healthy outlet to clear the mind
and build mental fortitude. The discipline required to maintain a
workout routine fosters confidence and self-efficacy, proving to
ourselves that we can overcome challenges through consistent
effort and dedication.

The primary obstacle to maintaining fitness is the misconception
that it requires extreme, grueling workouts or rigid regimes. Un-
realistic goals often lead to burnout, frustration, and injury, causing
many to abandon physical activity altogether. The key to long-term
success lies in consistency, balance, and finding activities that
bring genuine enjoyment. Movement should feel like a celebration
of what the body can do rather than a punishment for what it ate.
Incorporating micro-movements throughout the day taking the
stairs, walking during lunch breaks, stretching, or gardening col-
lectively contributes to a healthier, more active lifestyle.

Ultimately, fitness is an ongoing, personal journey of self-care
and self-improvement rather than a destination. It is an investment
in our future selves, ensuring that we live not just longer lives, but
healthier, more vibrant ones. Governments, communities, and
workplaces must also support this journey by creating accessible
green spaces, walkable urban environments, and workplace well-
ness initiatives. By embracing physical activity as an essential
element of daily living, we unlock our body's full potential,
strengthen our mental resilience, and pave the way for a healthier,
happier society.

Fitness is often misunderstood as an exclusive pursuit re-

- SHARON FAUSTINA J.

SAFEGUARDING WATER
TO SECURE OUR
GLOBAL FUTURE

ater is the fundamental foundation of all life on Earth,
\ ’s / essential for human survival, ecosystem stability, and
global economic prosperity. Covering over seventy
percent of the planet's surface, this vital resource sustains agri-
culture, fuels industries, generates energy, and maintains the
delicate ecological balance that keeps our world functioning.
Yet, despite its abundance, clean and accessible freshwater rep-
resents less than three percent of the global water supply. In an
era marked by rapid urbanization, population growth, and cli-
mate change, the management and preservation of our freshwa-
ter resources have emerged as one of the most critical challeng-
es of the modern age.

The global water crisis is a multi-dimensional emergency
affecting billions of people worldwide. Millions still lack reli-
able access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation, lead-
ing to severe public health risks, waterborne diseases, and eco-
nomic stagnation in vulnerable communities. Furthermore,
climate-induced shifts in weather patterns are exacerbating
water scarcity, triggering prolonged droughts in some regions
while causing catastrophic flooding in others. Glaciers and nat-
ural reservoirs are receding at alarming rates, threatening the
long-term water security of major agricultural zones and dense-
ly populated metropolitan areas dependent on seasonal river
flows.

Beyond human consumption, freshwater ecosystems including riv-
ers, lakes, wetlands, and aquifers are suffering from systemic degra-
dation and pollution. Industrial runoff, untreated sewage, synthetic
fertilizers, and microplastics contaminate critical water bodies, dev-
astating aquatic life and reducing the quality of available water sup-
plies. When wetlands and natural watersheds are drained or paved
over for urban development, nature loses its built-in filtration systems
and natural flood buffers. Protecting these vital ecosystems is not only
essential for preserving biodiversity, but also for maintaining the nat-
ural water cycles that supply clean water to human populations.

Addressing the water crisis requires a comprehensive shift toward
sustainable water management, innovative technology, and global
cooperation. Efficient irrigation techniques in agriculture, such as drip
irrigation and precision farming, can drastically reduce water waste
in a sector that accounts for the majority of global freshwater usage.
Cities must invest in modernizing aging infrastructure to eliminate
pipeline leaks, expand wastewater treatment facilities, and implement
large-scale rainwater harvesting systems. Simultaneously, industries
must transition toward circular water economies, treating and recy-
cling industrial effluent to minimize fresh resource extraction.

Ultimately, water must be recognized and treated as a priceless
public good and a basic human right rather than an infinite
commodity.

- BILLU PRASHANTH
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Man arrested for
assaulting toddler
in Gujarat

Gujarat
A 20-year-old man was
arrested in Bhopal on
Sunday evening for al-
legedly kidnapping and
sexually assaulting a
one-and-a-half-year-
old boy. The incident
took place around 6:30
pm at a hospital can-
teen, where the child’s
mother worked. She
had asked the accused
to watch the toddler for
15 minutes. When she
returned, both were
missing. A shepherd lat-
er alerted the family af-
ter seeing the man take
the child to an aban-
doned building. The
mother rescued the boy,
and police arrested the
accused under BNS and
POCSO provisions.

Mechanicarrested
fornurse’s
murder

HYDERABAD
Telangana Police arrested
34-year-old bike me-
chanic Mohammed San-
aullah on Monday for al-
legedly raping and mur-
dering a 21-year-old nurse
in Tukkuguda, Hyderabad.
The incident took place
on August 28 and came
to light after the nurse
failed to report for work
the next day.Police
formed five special teams
and used CCTV footage
and technical evidence to
identify the accused, who
lived near the hospital
quarters. Police said he
entered the nurse’s room
while she was sleeping
and attacked her.The ac-
cused has been booked
for murder, rape and tres-
pass.

CM Vijayreleases Mettur
water for samba cultivation

Tamil Nadu released Mettur Dam water for drinking needs and samba cultivation,
as officials moved to manage scarce Cauvery resources amid monsoon CONCerns

METTUR

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay on Tuesday re-
leased water from the Mettur
Dam to meet drinking water
needs and support samba cul-
tivation in the Cauvery delta
districts. The delta is a major
rice-growing region.

The dam’s water level stood
at 91.56 feet on Tuesday
morning, with storage of
54.452 tmc ft and an inflow
of 10,857 cusecs. Officials
said the release would be
monitored and regulated
based on irrigation needs.

The Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare, Water Resources,
and Revenue and Disaster
Management departments

have been asked to coordinate
with district administrations.
The government directed of-
ficials to ensure efficient use
and reach farmers.

Joint teams from the Elec-
tricity Distribution Corpora-
tion, Water Resources Depart-
ment, Revenue Department,
and Police will patrol areas
day and night to prevent ille-

“Tamil Nadu would continue to protect
its legal entitlement to Cauvery water.”

C Joseph Vijay, CM
gal pumping and unauthorised
water extraction. Farmers
have also been encouraged to
use medium-duration rice va-
rieties and water-saving meth-
ods such as direct seeding.

The government warned
against illegal pumping and
unauthorised extraction. Ev-
ery cubic foot of water, it
said, must benefit farmers.

Vijay said Tamil Nadu
would continue to protect its
legal entitlement to Cauvery
water, referring to the Cauv-
ery Arbitration Final Award
and the Supreme Court’s 2018
verdict. He said the release
was planned to manage limit-
ed water resources and protect
samba cultivation. A deficit in
the southwest monsoon and
the impact of El Nifio have
added pressure on available
water supplies. Farmers were
urged to use water carefully to
ensure successful cultivation
across the delta.

Bihar police
seize liquor
worth Rs 1.28
crore

PATNA

Bihar’s Prohibition Depart-
ment seized 10,694.800 litres
of illegal foreign liquor worth
about Rs 1.28 crore from a
16-wheeler truck at the Bhal-
jor check-post in Banka dis-
trict on Tuesday. The liquor
was allegedly being transport-
ed from Jharkhand and hidden
under paddy husk. Officials
recovered 1,214 cartons and
arrested driver Mohan Lal,
23, from Rajasthan. The truck
and a Samsung smartphone
were also seized. Authorities
have registered a case and
launched an investigation to
identify others involved.

West Bengal launches Arjun
Vahini for emergencies

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Tuesday
launched Arjun Vahini, a new
team created to provide quick
help during disasters and
emergencies. The force will
begin with 200 personnel,
with most members coming
from retired soldiers and for-
mer Agniveers.

Speaking at the state secre-
tariat in Kolkata, Adhikari
said the force would focus on
early-stage response, when
fast action can save lives and
reduce damage. Of the 200
personnel, 100 will be based
in Kolkata, while 50 each will
be posted in the hills and the
Sundarbans.

G

“The force will be tasked with
responding to disasters and
emergencies.”

Suvendu Adhikari, CM

The force will be led by a
commander known as Veer
Nayak, who will receive a
monthly honorarium of Rs
40,000. Other members,
called Veers, will be paid Rs
25,000 each. Their payment
will rise by three per cent ev-
ery year, according to the
chief minister.

Adhikari said the personnel
would also receive financial
protection while serving. If a
member dies on duty, the
family will get Rs 10 lakh as
compensation. A permanent

disability will bring an
ex-gratia payment of Rs 5
lakh. These benefits are in-
tended to support personnel
and their families during dif-
ficult times.The government
plans to expand Arjun Vahini
in the future and develop it on
the lines of the National Di-
saster Response Force, with
more manpower and better
technology. The aim is to cre-
ate a trained first response
team that can reach affected
areas quickly, before larger
rescue operations begin. With
teams placed across Kolkata,
the hills and the Sundarbans,
the new force is expected to
strengthen West Bengal's di-
saster preparedness and pro-
vide faster help.

Health Scheme Helps
Punjab Patients Access
Critical Treatment

CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s Mukh Mantri Sehat
Yojana (MMSY) has covered
12,467 treatments for severe
sepsis and septic shock at a
cost of Rs 51.58 crore till
September 1, according to
state health department data.
The figures include 10,961
treatments for severe sepsis,
costing Rs 44.33 crore, and
1,506 treatments for septic
shock, costing Rs 7.25 crore.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Balbir Singh said
early recognition of sepsis
was important because the
condition can quickly prog-
ress to organ failure and sep-
tic shock. He said septic
shock can cause serious circu-
lation problems and reduce
blood flow to vital organs.
Patients may require intensive
care, antibiotics, intravenous
fluids, oxygen, medicines to
maintain blood pressure, or
mechanical ventilation.

Under MMSY, eligible
families receive cashless
health coverage of up to Rs
10 lakh annually. The govern-
ment said the scheme aims to
ensure that financial difficul-
ties do not delay critical treat-
ment. The health department
said the treatment numbers
show the need for early detec-
tion and financial support
when intensive care is re-
quired.

| SCHEME HIGHLIGHTS

Treatments Covered:
12,467

Total Cost: Rs 51.58
crore

Severe Cases: 10,961
treatments

Severe Case Cost: Rs
44.33 crore

Doctors also highlighted
the risk of sepsis among new-
borns. Dr Shashi Kant Dhir of
Guru Gobind Singh Medical
College, Faridkot, said pre-
mature and low-birth-weight
babies can worsen rapidly.
Poor feeding, unusual sleepi-
ness, feeling cold, or changes
in breathing should lead to
immediate medical assess-
ment. Doctors also warned
against using leftover antibi-
otics or stopping prescribed
medicines without medical
advice.

The health department
stressed that timely medical
attention remains important as
sepsis can become life-threat-
ening.

Early treatment and ade-
quate financial coverage can
help patients access necessary
care without delays and help
families manage treatment
costs.

J&K LG calls for stronger security coordination

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Tues-
day called for stronger coordination among security agencies to
ensure a focused approach towards ending terrorism in the Union
Territory. He chaired a high-level security review meeting at Lok
Bhawan in Srinagar to assess the overall security situation. The
meeting focused on the prevailing security scenario, operational
preparedness and improving intelligence sharing.

ED SEARCHES SEVEN SITES IN
CHHATTISGARH PSC CASE

RAIPUR

The Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday searched seven
locations in Chhattisgarh as
part of a money laundering
investigation linked to alleged
irregularities in the state Pub-
lic Service Commission. The
searches were carried out in
Bhilai, Durg and Raipur un-
der the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.Among the
places searched was the prem-
ises of K K Chandrakar, a for-
mer personal assistant to for-
mer chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Officials said the in-
vestigation is connected to
alleged corruption in the Ch-
hattisgarh Public Service
Commission, which conducts
recruitment examinations for

important government posts.

The money laundering case
is based on an FIR registered
by the Chhattisgarh Econom-
ic Offences Wing and a sub-
sequent complaint filed by the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion in July 2024. The inves-
tigation concerns allegations
of question paper leaks, unfair
selection and manipulation of
examination results.

Former PSC chairman Ta-
man Singh Sonwani was ar-
rested by the ED in July in
connection with the case. He
had also been arrested by the
CBI in 2024. The ED has al-
leged that Sonwani worked
with public officials and pri-
vate individuals to leak exam-
ination papers and influence
selections in return for illegal

payments. Some selected can-
didates were allegedly his rel-
atives or other favoured per-
sons.

According to the agency,
changes made to recruitment
rules in 2021 removed the
word “nephew” from the defi-
nition of family, which al-
legedly helped relatives of
Sonwani gain selection. The
ED has also alleged that ille-
gal payments were received
partly in cash and partly
through bank transactions.
Some money was reportedly
shown as donations to a fam-
ily-linked organisation for a
college that the agency de-
scribed as non-existent. The
searches are expected to pro-
vide further evidence as the
investigation continues.

Manipur strike disrupts life over NRC demand

IMPHAL

Normal life was disrupted
across at least five valley dis-
tricts of Manipur on Tuesday
as a 24-hour general strike
was observed demanding an
update of the National Regis-
ter of Citizens before the
Census. Shops, markets and
educational institutions re-
mained closed, while roads
largely stayed empty.

The strike was called by
the Campaign for Just and
Fair Delimitation, which has
been seeking an NRC update
before the population exer-
cise. Public transport stayed
off the roads in Imphal East,
Imphal West, Thoubal, Bish-
nupur and Kakching districts.
Only a few private vehicles
were seen moving. In
Yairipok, supporters placed
bamboo poles across roads to

stop traffic.

The Union government on
Monday deferred the Census
exercise in Manipur follow-
ing a high-level review meet-
ing in New Delhi. The Cen-
sus had been scheduled to
begin in the state from Sep-
tember 1. State Home Minis-
ter Govindas Konthoujam
had appealed to the campaign
group to withdraw the strike
after the decision was an-
nounced.

However, the Campaign
for Just and Fair Delimitation
said late Monday that it
would continue the protest
because it had not received
an official written order con-
firming the postponement.
The group maintained that its
demand for updating the
NRC before the Census re-
mained important.

The decision to defer the

Census followed a meeting
chaired by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah. Manipur
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhal-
la, Chief Minister Y Khem-
chand Singh,

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan and other se-
nior officials attended the
meeting. The demand for

postponing the Census until
the NRC is implemented was
discussed. Chief Minister
Singh thanked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Shah
for considering the concerns
raised by people in the state.
The strike nevertheless af-
fected daily activities across
several districts.

CBI

More than 7,200 corruption
cases investigated by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
are awaiting trial in courts,
with 409 cases pending for
over 20 years, according to
the latest Central Vigilance
Commission report. The fig-
ures show the long delays fac-

NEW DELHI

corruption cases face long delays in courts

ing corruption cases across
the country.

As of December 31, 2025,
a total of 7,229 cases were
pending trial. Of these, 1,612
had been pending for less
than three years, while 860
were pending for three to five
years. Another 1,901 cases
had remained pending for
more than five years and up to

10 years. As many as 2,447
cases were pending for over
10 years and up to 20 years.
The report also said 14,083
appeals, revisions and writ
petitions connected with such
cases were pending in the Su-
preme Court and various high
courts. Meanwhile, 473 cor-
ruption cases were still under
CBI investigation. The agen-

NEW DELHI

Several important changes
have come into effect from
Tuesday, September 1, af-
fecting household budgets,
businesses and internation-
al travel. The latest chang-
es include a rise in com-
mercial LPG prices and
new rules linked to immi-
gration and US visas.
These changes could influ-
ence costs and travel plans
for many people.

Oil marketing companies
have increased the price of
19-kg commercial LPG
cylinders by Rs 9.50 across
India. In Delhi, the price

has reached Rs 2,738 per
cylinder. The increase is
expected to affect busi-
nesses that depend heavily
on commercial cooking
gas:

including hotels, restau-
rants and other food estab-

lishments.

There has been no
change in the price of 14-
kg domestic LPG cylinders
used by households.

The latest commercial
LPG increase follows two
consecutive monthly price

cy had 39 cases pending for
more than five years, while
292 had been under investiga-
tion for less than one year.
The CVC said the CBI is
expected to complete investi-
gations within a year of regis-
tering a case and file a
chargesheet wherever neces-
sary. However, delays can
occur because of difficulties

in obtaining documents, re-
sponses from authorities and
information from other coun-
tries. Economic offences in-
volving large volumes of re-
cords and witnesses living in
distant places can also take
longer.

During 2025, the CBI reg-
istered 1,005 regular cases,
preliminary inquiries and

Lokpal references. It regis-
tered 615 corruption-related
cases involving 855 public
servants and laid 265 traps to
detect bribery. The agency
disposed of 654 cases during
the year. The figures highlight
the need for faster investiga-
tions and trials so that corrup-
tion cases do not remain unre-
solved for decades.

IN FOCUS

m Commercial LPG Hike:
Rs 9.50 per cylinder

m Delhi LPG Price: Rs
2,738

m Cylinder Size: 19 kg

m Domestic LPG: No price
change

m Visa Changes: New US
visa and immigration
norms take effect

cuts. Prices were reduced
by Rs 183.50 per cylinder
on July 1 and by another
Rs 192 on August 1. The
subsequent increase comes

amid higher costs linked to
global developments, in-
cluding the West Asia cri-
sis.

September also brings
changes to India’s immi-
gration process and new
US visa-related rules.

These measures are ex-
pected to affect people
planning international trav-
el, particularly those ap-
plying for or preparing to
use visas. Travellers will
need to remain aware of
updated procedures and re-
quirements before making
plans.

The changes introduced
from September 1 high-

light how monthly price
revisions and policy up-
dates can directly affect
everyday expenses and
travel decisions.

While domestic cooking
gas prices remain un-
changed for now, business-
es face higher commercial
LPG costs.

At the same time, people
travelling abroad may need
to follow revised immigra-
tion and visa procedures.

Staying informed about
these changes will help
consumers, businesses and
travellers avoid unexpected
costs or difficulties during
the month.

Maharashtra
gives traders one
year for oil
compliance

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government
has given traders one year to
comply with restrictions on
selling loose edible oil, provid-
ing relief to traditional busi-
nesses facing pressure over the
new food-safety requirements.
The decision was taken during
a meeting between Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis and
trader representatives on Tues-
day.The government will form
a joint committee comprising
Food and Drug Administration
officials and traders. The panel
will identify changes needed
by traditional oil businesses
and suggest steps to make the
transition easier. The move
follows strong opposition from
traders to restrictions on loose
or unpackaged edible 0il.On
August 20, the FDA ordered
that cooking oil must be sold
in sealed, tamper-evident and
properly labelled food-grade
packaging. Labels must in-
clude important information
such as the source and expiry
date.
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22 minor girls allege
molestation at
Maharashtra school

MUMBAI
A kitchen helper, Gan-
pat Gawli, was arrested
after 22 minor girls at a
tribal boarding school in
Maharashtra alleged
sexual assault and mo-
lestation. The case
came to light after a
student complained on
August 23 about inap-
propriate touching after
mealtime. Twenty-one
other girls later made
similar allegations. Po-
lice arrested Gawli on
August 26 and regis-
tered a POCSO case. In-
vestigators said he had
earlier faced a POCSO
case in 2024 and was
later reinstated.

Ten houses burnt
in Manipur
village

IMPHAL
At least 10 houses were
set ablaze and one per-
son was injured after uni-
dentified armed men at-
tacked three Liangmai
Naga villages in Mani-
pur's Kangpokpi district
early Tuesday, police said.
The attack took place
around 4am in Tapon
Khullen, Tapon Khunou
and Makui Pipuram. Sev-
eral vehicles and proper-
ties were also damaged.
The injured, identified as
49-year-old N Luithuibou,
suffered bullet wounds.
Security forces reached
the area and launched a
search operation. The in-
cident followed Monday’s
attack that killed three
Kuki civilians.

' CBIl books eight in¥28.87 crore FCl scam

The CBI has booked eight people over alleged irregularities in a rice sale, claiming the deal caused FCl a loss of Rs 28.87 crore.

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation has registered a cor-
ruption case against three
Food Corporation of India
officials and five others over
alleged irregularities in the
sale of rice to the North East-
ern Regional Agriculture
Marketing Corporation in Gu-
wahati. The alleged wrongdo-
ing caused a loss of about Rs
28.87 crore to FCI.The ac-
cused FCI officials are former
Delhi Region General Manag-
er Kunhiraman Padmini Asha,
Assistant General Manager

Brahm Prakash and Manager
Amarendra Vikram. The other
accused include former
NERAMAC officials Bhaskar
Barua, Anjal Kumar Dutta

and Dilip Saha, along with
private company representa-
tives Rajesh Bajaj and Pankaj
Saraf.The case followed a
complaint from the Union

IN FOCUS
= People Booked: 8

m Alleged FCI Loss: Rs
28.87 crore

= Rice Allotted: 62,000
metric tonnes

= Rice Lifted: 50,645
metric tonnes

m Concessional Rate: Rs
23,200 per tonne

Consumer Affairs Ministry
and a probe into rice allotted
by the FCI Delhi Region. The
investigation found that

62,000 metric tonnes of rice
were allotted to NERAMAC,
with about 50,645 metric
tonnes lifted in April 2026 at
a concessional rate of Rs
23,200 per tonne.According
to the CBI, the prevailing re-
serve price was Rs 28,900 per
tonne. NERAMAC, being a
central government-owned
company, was allegedly not
eligible to receive the rice
without an e-auction under
the Open Market Sale Scheme
policy. The agency also al-
leged that payments were
routed through private rice
millers and dealers, while re-

cords did not establish that
the rice was used for its stated
purpose.The CBI said selling
the lifted quantity through an
auction at the reserve price
could have earned FCI an ad-
ditional Rs 28.87 crore. The
agency has registered the case
under provisions dealing with
cheating, criminal conspiracy
and corruption. Required ap-
provals for prosecution had
been obtained for six govern-
ment officials named in the
FIR. The investigation will
now examine the alleged
transactions and determine
the role of each accused.

Karnataka pushes centre on
four key water projects

NEW DELHI

Karnataka Water Resources
Minister N Cheluvarayas-
wamy led a state delegation at
the two-day National Water
Departments Conference
2026 in New Delhi, pressing
the Centre to speed up ap-
provals for four major water
projects.

Presenting details of the
projects, Cheluvarayaswamy
stressed the importance of the
Mekedatu project for drinking
water security in Bengaluru,
Mandya, Ramanagara and
Chamarajanagar districts. He
urged the Central Water Com-
mission to immediately ap-
prove the revised Detailed
Project Report for the balanc-
ing reservoir.

On the Upper Krishna Proj-
ect, the minister asked the
Centre to quickly issue a Ga-

GO

“Water has no boundaries, and water
conservation is our collective national
responsibility,”
Cheluvarayaswamy, Minister
zette notification for the final
award of the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal-II. He said
this would help Karnataka
make proper use of its allocat-
ed 130 TMC of Krishna River
water.

For the Kalasa-Banduri
project in the Mahadayi basin,
the minister sought speedy
forest and wildlife clearances
from the concerned authori-
ties. He said the project is im-
portant for meeting the drink-
ing water needs of Hubbal-
li-Dharwad.

Cheluvarayaswamy also re-
quested financial support for
the Bhadra Upper Project. He
urged the Centre to complete

the Public Investment Board
recommendation for the re-
vised estimate and release Rs
5,300 crore promised in the
Union Budget. Karnataka also
presented reforms aimed at
reducing project delays, in-
cluding compensation mod-
els, settlement of land dis-
putes through Lok Adalats, an
Estimate Review Committee,
transparent e-tendering
through KPPP and piped irri-
gation. “Water has no bound-
aries, and water conservation
is our collective national re-
sponsibility,” the minister
said. During the conference,
he also held discussions with
Union Jal Shakti Minister C R
Patil on water conservation,
rainwater harvesting and sus-
tainable drinking water man-
agement. Senior officials and
ministers, including Eshwar
Khandre, were present.

BJP, SP CLASH OVER Al
VIDEOS BEFORE UP POLLS

NEW DELHI

The political fight between
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Samajwadi Par-
ty (SP) has taken a new turn
ahead of the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections,
with both sides using Al-gen-
erated songs and videos to
attack each other.The latest
exchange started after BJP-
backed social media accounts
shared an Al-generated song
targeting SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav. The song called him
“Teepu” and blamed his gov-
ernment for lawlessness in the
state. An Al-generated video
showing Yadav was also
shared along with the song.
The SP media cell responded
by releasing its own Al-gen-
erated video aimed at Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, whom Yadav of-
ten calls “Baba”. The video
raised issues such as unem-

GO

“The Samajwadi Party feels its defeat
in 2027 is certain, so by doing things
like this, they want to spoil the
atmosphere.”

Dayashankar Singh, BJP leader

ployment and alleged exam-
ination paper leaks. Its song
changed the BJP's message to
target Adityanath, saying that
Uttar Pradesh had become in-
famous because of “Baba”.
Yadav said that if the BJP
used Al to make songs against

| =y

him, the SP would answer with
songs of its own. He also al-
leged that Al-made videos
were being circulated to dam-
age the image of opposition
leaders. Yadav warned against
using artificial intelligence for
political attacks and said the SP
could move ahead of the BJP
in using the technology.Uttar
Pradesh minister Dayashankar
Singh criticised the SP over the
video and accused the party of
trying to create tension before
the elections.

JEE advanced may adopt
adaptive testing system

NEW DELHI

The Joint Entrance Exam-
ination (JEE) Advanced
could move to an adaptive
testing system as early as
2030, as Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) study
whether the new method can
reduce students’ dependence
on coaching and better as-
sess their abilities

The proposal has now en-
tered a pilot stage involving
around 4,000 first-year stu-
dents across several IITs.
Data on their answers and
performance has been col-
lected and is being exam-
ined. IITs are using the exer-
cise to understand how stu-
dents perform and develop a
system in which question
difficulty can change ac-
cording to a candidate’s
progress.

Under the proposed meth-
od, students would first re-
ceive different types of
questions. Their perfor-
mance would then determine
the difficulty of questions
given later in the test. The
aim is to focus more on rea-
soning, critical thinking and
ability rather than repeated
practice and memorisation.

The idea was formally dis-
cussed at the IIT Council
meeting in August 2025.

IIT Kanpur director Pro-
fessor Manindra Agrawal
raised concerns about the

growing influence of the
coaching industry and the
financial and emotional
pressure faced by students
and families. IIT Kanpur is
also studying whether Al-
based tools can automatical-
ly create questions at differ-
ent difficulty levels, giving
students fresh questions and
reducing opportunities for
copying and cheating.

The IIT Council has asked
the Joint Admission Board
and IIT Kanpur to examine
the plan’s feasibility and its
possible impact on coaching
dependence and examination
security.

Researchers will compare
students’ adaptive-test re-
sults with their JEE Ad-
vanced scores and later aca-
demic performance.

Agrawal said at least three
years of research and valida-
tion would be needed. If the
system is introduced in
2030, IITs would need to an-
nounce the change by early
2027. The final decision will
be taken jointly by IIT direc-
tors and the Union education
ministry.

SC CLOSES NCERT JUDICIARY
CHAPTER CORRUPTION CASE

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day closed suo motu proceed-
ings over a controversial chap-
ter in the NCERT Class 8 so-
cial science textbook that re-
ferred to corruption in the ju-
diciary. The court was in-
formed that the chapter had
been withdrawn and replaced
with a revised version.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana took note of the
changes made following rec-
ommendations from an expert
panel set up by the Centre. So-
licitor General Tushar Mehta
told the court that textbooks
containing the new chapter

were already in circulation.
The Supreme Court also clari-
fied an important point from
its earlier proceedings. It said
a statement recorded in its
May 22 order, suggesting that
the curriculum had not been
placed before committees at
different levels, was only a
submission made by the Solic-
itor General. The court said it
was neither a judicial observa-
tion nor an orderThe clarifica-
tion came after senior advo-
cate Arvind Datar, represent-
ing one of the academicians,
expressed concern that the
statement could be wrongly
understood as a finding by the
court and could harm the aca-
demicians. Mehta clarified
that he had not accused them

of failing to place the curricu-
lum before the committees.
The case had earlier involved
three academicians, Professor
Michel Danino, Suparna Di-
wakar and Alok Prasanna Ku-
mar. The court had previously
recalled remarks stating that
they had knowingly misrepre-
sented facts to create a nega-
tive image of the judiciary.
After considering their expla-
nation that textbook drafting
was a collective process, the
court allowed government in-
stitutions to take independent
decisions without being influ-
enced by earlier observations.
With the textbook chapter now
replaced, the Supreme Court
brought the proceedings to an
end.

Tech layoffs cross 175,000 as
Al reshapes industry

NEW DELHI

More than 175,000 technolo-
gy jobs have been cut world-
wide so far in 2026, as major
companies reduce their work-
force amid artificial intelli-
gence changes, restructuring,
weaker demand and cost-cut-
ting. The figure, tracked by
TrueUp, shows that job losses
are continuing at a fast pace
across the technology sector.
Oracle has reported one of
the biggest workforce reduc-
tions. In a financial filing in
June, the company said it had
cut about 21,000 jobs over the
previous year, representing
around 13 per cent of its
workforce. Apple has also
joined the latest wave, cutting
at least 60 positions in its Vi-
sion Group and reducing

some roles connected to its
artificial intelligence opera-
tions.Microsoft announced
4,800 job cuts in July, with its
Xbox gaming division among
the areas most affected. Visa
is cutting about 2,600 jobs,
while software company
Monday.com plans to elimi-
nate around 630 positions.
Uber has reportedly reduced
part of its customer service
workforce, and Amazon has
cut jobs in its artificial gener-
al intelligence division as it
focuses on selected Al proj-
ects.Earlier in the year, Meta
began cutting around 8,000
jobs, while Intuit planned to
remove about 3,000 positions.
Cisco, Cloudflare, PayPal and
Coinbase have also an-
nounced significant work-
force reductions.

Delhi raises solar subsidy, free panels for homes

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Tuesday announced higher
subsidies for residential
rooftop solar systems un-
der its revised solar policy.
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said households us-
ing up to 400 units of elec-
tricity every month would
be eligible for support that
could effectively cover the
full cost of a standard
rooftop solar system.

KOLKATA

West Bengal has introduced
fines for spitting, littering and
other unhygienic activities in
public places as part of a
cleanliness drive across cities
in the state. The government
said the step is aimed at im-
proving public behaviour and
keeping streets and other
common areas cleaner.

Under the new enforcement
drive, anyone caught spitting
in a public place will be fined
%100. People found dumping
garbage or spreading filth in
public areas will have to pay
a penalty of 2200.

The same fine will apply to

people caught urinating or
defecating in open public
spaces.

The government has also
included the use of thin sin-
gle-use plastic carry bags in

the list of offences. People
using plastic bags measuring
less than 125 microns will
face a R200 fine. Officials
said these measures are in-
tended to discourage habits

West Bengal mtroduces ﬁnes for public spitting, littering

Under the revised policy,
the Delhi government will
provide a subsidy of up to
%78,000 for a 3-kilowatt
solar system. This will be
combined with an equal
central subsidy under the
PM Surya Ghar scheme.

For households using up
to 400 units, the state will
also provide an additional
top-up of 219,000 for a
3-kilowatt system, bring-
ing total support to X1.75
lakh, which covers its esti-

mated installation cost.

For households using
0-200 units a month, a
2-kilowatt system costing
around Z1.30 lakh will re-
ceive 260,000 from the
Centre, 352,000 from Del-
hi and an additional
%18,000 top-up.

The government esti-
mates that such systems
could help families save
around 200 units of elec-
tricity each month.

A 3-kilowatt system

could provide further in-
come by sending surplus
power to the grid.

For households consum-
ing 201-400 units, similar
subsidies will apply, while
those using more than 400
units will not receive the
additional state top-up.

The government esti-
mates that solar users
could gain monthly sav-
ings and earnings depend-
ing on their electricity use
and system size.

Gupta said the govern-
ment aims to install roof-
top solar systems in
230,000 households across
Delhi by March 2027 as
part of its “Green Delhi”
initiative. She said the pro-
gramme would help reduce
electricity bills while sup-
porting clean energy.
Around 10,000 buildings
in Delhi currently have
rooftop solar systems,
most of them government
buildings.

INITIATIVE PLAN

%100 — Fine for spitting
in public

%200 — Fine for littering
or spreading filth

%200 — Fine for public uri-
nation or defecation

3200 — Fine for using plastic
bags below 125 microns

that contribute to pollution
and poor sanitation.

Urban Development and
Municipal Affairs Minister
Agnimitra Pal said the fines

were introduced mainly to
change public behaviour and
should not be viewed as a
way to collect money.

She said the penalties had
been kept relatively low so
that people would understand
the rules and become more
responsible about cleanliness.

The move comes despite
existing laws and civic rules
against public spitting, litter-
ing and other forms of nui-
sance.

Officials and local author-
ities have often faced difficul-
ties in enforcing these provi-
sions effectively.

The latest drive is expected
to strengthen enforcement and

make residents more aware of
their responsibilities in public
spaces.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment acknowledged that
civic infrastructure is still be-
ing developed in several parts
of the state.

Officials said better facili-
ties and stronger enforcement
would need to work together
for the cleanliness campaign
to succeed. The initiative is
expected to cover urban areas
across West Bengal, with au-
thorities focusing on reducing
litter,

improving sanitation and
encouraging cleaner public
spaces.

MP woman killed
by father, uncle
over choices

BHOPAL

A 21-year-old woman, Nandani
Yadav, was allegedly murdered
by her father and uncle in
Gwalior district’s Dabra town
after they objected to her work-
ing outside Madhya Pradesh,
keeping short hair and bringing
a male colleague home, police
said.Police said her father
Bhagwan Singh Yadav and un-
cle Santosh Singh Yadav
locked her mother and 17-year-
old sister in a room before at-
tacking Nandani. Her col-
league, Mahendra Pandey, es-
caped after being assaulted.
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Global bond rout
deepens as Japan yield
hits key milestone

TOKYO
A sell-off in global bond
markets deepened on
Tuesday, with Japan’s 10-
year bond yield hitting 3%
for the first time since
1996, the latest manifesta-
tion of trader angst about
energy-driven inflation,
monetary tightening and
worsening fiscal condi-
tions. The rout took in ma-
jor economies from the
United States to Germany
as well as Britain, where
bond yields surged 10 basis
points, playing catch-up
with global moves after
Monday’s UK public holi-
day. Euro zone yields hit
fresh over-10-year highs as
the Middle East crisis
stokes price pressures
globally, driving market
bets central banks will
raise interest rates soon.

Chinese shipper COSCO
collects intel for
Beijing
WASHINGTON
China’s state-owned ship-
ping giant COSCO uses
concealed equipment on
board its ships to spy on
military communications
near the coastlines of tar-
get nations including the
U.S., two senior Trump ad-
ministration officials said.
The officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss the U.S. assess-
ment of the Chinese pro-
gram, said COSCO has a
decades-long intelli-
gence-collection partner-
ship with Beijing. The ar-
rangement allows China to
collect communication
signals from vessels and
aircraft operating across
Europe, North America and
Asia, they said.

" India Holds Strong amid
Global Headwinds

India’s 7.8% Q1 FY27 growth, strong sectoral expansion and $700 billion reserves show
resilience, Sitharaman said, crediting citizens, reforms and easier business conditions.

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said India remains
on a strong growth trajectory
despite global economic uncer-
tainty, pointing to 7.8 per cent
GDP growth in the first quarter
of FY27 as evidence of the
economy’s resilience.

Sitharaman said the perfor-
mance reflected Indian citizens’
hard work and highlighted
broad-based expansion across
key sectors. Manufacturing
grew 9.2 per cent, while finan-
cial and professional services
expanded 12.1 per cent, she
said. India’s foreign exchange
reserves stood at around $700
billion.

Sitharaman said government
reforms, supported by states,
have helped the economy with-
stand external pressures. She

pointed to efforts to reduce
compliance burdens, simplify
regulations and remove outdat-
ed laws. According to her,
more than 1,000 laws have
been removed and around
40,000 regulations simplified.

The Finance-Minister said
sustained engagement with in-
dustry, businesses and trade has
also supported the investment
climate. The government is ad-
vancing bilateral trade agree-
ments and pushing investor
protection agreements to
strengthen India’s position
amid global uncertainty.

She expressed confidence
that the momentum seen in the
first quarter could continue
through the remaining quarters
of the financial year. Sithara-
man said the strong opening
quarter would support annual
growth.

She also criticised Opposi-
tion leader Rahul Gandhi for
describing the Indian economy
as a “dead economy”, arguing
that such remarks undermine
citizens whose efforts are driv-
ing growth. While acknowledg-
ing that a strong Opposition is
essential in a democracy, she
urged political leaders to recog-
nise the contribution of Indians
driving economic progress in
India and the broader goal of
Viksit Bharat 2047.

Growth Push Strengthens
Viksit Bharat Roadmap:

+ Q1 FY27 GDP growth:
7.8 per cent,

» Manufacturing growth:
9.2 per cent,

Financial & professional
services: 12.1 per cent,

» Forex reserves: Around
$700 billion,

Reforms: 1,000+ laws
removed; around 40,000
regulations simplified,

* Focus: Bilateral trade
and investor protection
agreements,

Goal: Stronger growth to-
wards Viksit Bharat 2047.

RBI Elevates
Suman Ray as
Executive Director

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
has appointed Suman Ray as
Executive Director with im-
mediate effect, expanding its
senior leadership team as the
central bank continues to
place experienced officials
across key operational and
regulatory departments.

Ray was serving as Region-
al Director for Maharashtra
before his elevation. In his
new role, he will oversee the
Department of Deposit Insur-
ance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation and the Premises
Department, according to an
RBI statement.

A career central banker with
more than three decades of
experience at the Reserve
Bank, Ray has worked across
several important areas during
his career. His assignments
have included Currency Man-
agement, Financial Inclusion,

Suman Ray'’s elevation
comes as the RBI
strengthens its senior
leadership with
experienced career
central bankers across
specialised departments.

Payment and Settlement Sys-
tems, Consumer Education
and Protection, and Human
Resources.

Ray has also served as Sec-
retary to the Western Area Lo-
cal Board, adding experience
in the central bank’s regional
and institutional operations.
The appointment comes amid
a series of senior-level chang-
es at the RBI. Last month, the
central bank appointed Moni-
sha Chakraborty as Executive
Director. She has been given
responsibility for the Foreign
Exchange Department and the
Financial Markets Regulation
Department.

Omar Pushes J&K Business Reforms

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday chaired a comprehen-
sive meeting to review mea-
sures aimed at enhancing the
ease of doing business across
the Union Territory, with a fo-
cus on simplifying procedures,
reducing compliance burdens
and removing delays.

The Chief Minister directed
concerned departments to iden-
tify bottlenecks in business-re-
lated processes and undertake
targeted reforms to create a
more supportive environment
for investors and businesses.
The measures are intended to
encourage investment, promote
innovation and accelerate eco-

nomic growth across Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Office of the Chief Min-
ister said on X that Abdullah
called for reforms that would
“remove bottlenecks, simplify
compliances and reduce de-
lays”, stressing the need for a
facilitative ecosystem for in-
vestment and economic activity.

Jammu and Kashmir has al-
ready accelerated its Ease of
Doing Business reforms
through digitisation, compliance
reduction and the introduction
of the J&K Single Window Sys-
tem. The system brings multiple
departmental portals together to
provide end-to-end online Gov-
ernment-to-Business services.

The Union Territory has also
eliminated requirements for

several prerequisite No Objec-
tion Certificates, reducing the
number of clearances needed
for setting up business units.
Other measures include
self-certification, restrictions on
repeated inspections and remov-
al of obsolete compliance re-
quirements.

The reforms have received
recognition under the Business
Reforms Action Plan, with Jam-
mu and Kashmir ranked fifth
among Indian states and Union
Territories and recognised as a
top achiever.

Abdullah’s latest review sig-
nals an effort to build on these
reforms by addressing remain-
ing procedural hurdles and im-
proving the experience of busi-
nesses and investors.

Railways okays Rs 233 crore electronic
signalling system at 21 stations

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways has approved
a proposal for the provision of
modern Electronic Interlock-
ing (EI) at 21 stations of Sa-
mastipur Division (Bihar) of
East Central Railway with an
investment of Rs 233 crore,
according to an official state-
ment issued on Tuesday.

The approved work involves
the replacement of existing
panel interlocking with elec-
tronic interlocking at these
stations in Bihar. The electron-
ic system will strengthen rail-
way signalling infrastructure
across the division and facili-
tate the implementation of Ka-
vach, the indigenous Automat-

ic Train Protection system, to
enhance safety.

Electronic interlocking is a
modern signalling technology
that replaces ageing re-
lay-based systems with com-
puter-based interlocking, en-
suring higher reliability, faster
fault diagnosis, easier mainte-
nance and enhanced operation-
al flexibility.

The initiative is part of Indi-
an Railways’ continued efforts

towards modernisation of sig-
nalling systems, strengthening
railway safety and enhancing
operational efficiency across
its network, the statement said.

Indian Railways has also
sanctioned the Bhavnagar Para
(BVP) Yard Remodelling proj-
ect in Gujarat at a cost of
around Rs 125 crore. The proj-
ect will strengthen rail infra-
structure in Bhavnagar by cre-
ating additional operational
capacity at Bhavnagar Para
and improving facilities for
passengers.

The project will help decon-
gest Bhavnagar Terminus by
shifting stabling and other op-
erational activities to
Bhavnagar Para.

India, Denmark deepen cooperation on MSME
development, innovation & IP

NEW DELHI

India and Denmark agreed to
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion on micro, small and me-
dium enterprise (MSME) de-
velopment, innovation and
intellectual property during
the fourth meeting of their
Joint Working Group in Co-
penhagen, an official state-
ment said on Tuesday.

The meeting provided a
platform for India and Den-
mark to exchange perspec-
tives on their respective
MSME and innovation eco-
systems and to explore oppor-
tunities for greater institutional
cooperation, the statement
from Ministry of Micro,Small
& Medium Enterprises said.
Discussions covered areas in-
cluding technology adoption,

innovation, intellectual proper-
ty, technology commercialisa-
tion, entrepreneurship and
cluster-based MSME develop-
ment.

The discussions also re-
viewed the outcomes of previ-
ous engagements and deliber-
ated upon priorities for future
collaboration and opportunities
to expand cooperation under
the existing JWG framework.

AGRO DIVIDEND BOOST

Onion sale fetches
35/kg; 3210 crore
paid directly to
3,400 farmers

NEW DELHI

Retail sales of onions contin-
ue at Rs 35 per kg and a total
of approximately 669 metric
tonnes (MT) of the staple
vegetable has been sold to
date, comprising 223 MT
through bulk channels via the
e-NAM portal and similar
online platforms at prevailing
mandi prices, and 446 MT
through retail channels across
the country, the government
said on Tuesday.

The affordable onion sale
is being organised through
the NCCF, the NAFED, Ken-
driya Bhandar outlets, and
mobile vans, ensuring afford-
able availability for consum-
ers.

"Simultaneously, around
1,000 MT of onions are being
transported by road to major
consumption centres, based
on prevailing market condi-
tions and price trends, with
the aim of improving avail-
ability and moderating sea-
sonal price pressures," the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food, and Public Distribution
said in a statement. Further,
Rs 210 crore has been paid
directly to around 3,400 farm-
ers, ensuring timely pay-
ments.

6.83 pc electric power tariff
hike comes into force in J&K

SRINAGAR

Electric power consumers in
Jammu and Kashmir will
have to pay 6.83 per cent in-
crease in their monthly bills
with effect from Tuesday. The
revised power tariff was ap-
proved by the Joint Electricity
Regulatory Commission for
Jammu and Kashmir and La-
dakh (JERC-JKL). The com-
mission has approved an av-
erage 6.83 per cent increase in
retail electricity tariffs for the
2026-27 financial year. The
revised rates will apply to
electricity consumed from
September 1, 2026, through
March 31, 2027.

For metered domestic con-
sumers, the energy charge has
been fixed at Rs 2.45 per unit
for monthly consumption up
to 200 units, Rs 4.20 per unit
for consumption between 201
and 400 units and Rs 4.60 per
unit for consumption above
400 units. The fixed charge
has also been revised to Rs 10
per kW per month.

The revised tariff also intro-
duces Time-of-Day (ToD)
billing for consumers with a
sanctioned load exceeding 10
kW, except those in the agri-

cultural category.

Under the system, the elec-
tricity charge varies according
to the time at which power is
consumed, with different rates
applicable during designated
peak and off-peak periods.

The tariff revision follows
JERC's assessment of the rev-
enue requirements of the Jam-
mu Power Distribution Cor-
poration Limited (JPDCL)
and Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited
(KPDCL).

According to the commis-
sion's order, the combined
annual revenue requirement
of the two distribution compa-
nies was assessed at Rs
10,275.72 crore, while the
projected revenue at existing
tariff levels was Rs 7,352.87
crore, leaving a gap of Rs
2,922.85 crore.

The commission noted that
meeting the entire gap
through consumer tariffs
alone would have required an
increase of around 40 per
cent. The Jammu and Kash-
mir government has commit-
ted financial support of Rs
2,420.78 crore, helping limit
the average tariff increase to
6.83 per cent.

India’s refurbished
smartphone
volumesup13pcin
Jan-June period

NEW DELHI

India’s refurbished smart-
phone volumes grew 13 per
cent (year-on-year) in the
January-June period, even as
new smartphone volumes
declined by around 11 per
cent, a report showed on
Tuesday.

According to Counterpoint
Research, the growth in In-
dia’s refurbished smartphone
market is being supported by
increasing price pressure in
the new smartphone market,
particularly in the entry and
mid-range segments, where
consumers are more price
sensitive.

Samsung led India’s refur-
bished smartphone market
with a 30 per cent share, fol-
lowed by Apple with a 23
per cent share.

Apple is benefiting partic-
ularly well from this transi-
tion in the organised market.
The iPhone 13 has emerged
as one of the most preferred
refurbished models, combin-
ing a relatively premium ex-
perience with an affordable
price tag.

PAKISTAN’S GSP+ RENEWAL NOT
GUARANTEED, SAYS EU ENVOY

NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s continuation under
the European Union’s prefer-
ential trade scheme GSP+
from 2029 is “not certain or
guaranteed" and will hinge on
the country’s implementation
of United Nations human
rights conventions, according
to the EU Ambassador to Pa-
kistan, Raimundas Karoblis, a
new report has said.

The decision would be
based on assessments by UN
monitoring bodies and stressed
that legal ratification alone
would not be enough but on
ground implementation, accord-
ing to the report in voicepk.net.

He also highlighted that there
were 27 conventions now, and
the new system will hold 32
conventions. The Pakistan gov-

ernment must present an action
plan with concrete measures for
implementing or improving the
implementation of the United
Nations conventions. "It will
also need concrete timeframes
and concrete performance indi-
cators. So, indeed, implementa-
tion is really important,” he add-
ed.

Pakistan has enjoyed from
preferential access to the EU
market with its GSP+ status
since 2014. In compliance with
the GSP Regulation, Pakistan
has ratified all 27 core interna-
tional conventions on human
rights, labour standards, environ-
mental protection, and good
governance.

The country ranked as the
largest beneficiary among all
GSP+ countries in terms of im-
ports. Under the existing GSP+

Gujarat Agro Gives Rs 15 Crore Dividend

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat Agro Industries
Corporation has presented
dividend cheques totalling
Rs 15.37 crore to Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
for the financial years
2023-24 and 2024-25,
highlighting the state-run
undertaking’s financial
contribution and its con-
tinuing role in supporting
farmers across Gujarat.
The cheques were pre-
sented to Patel in Gandhi-
nagar on Tuesday by Min-
ister of State for Agricul-
ture Ramesh Katara and
Principal Secretary (Agri-

culture and Farmers Wel-
fare) R.C. Meena.

The total includes Rs
11.14 crore as dividend for
2023-24 and Rs 4.23 crore
for 2024-25.

During the meeting, offi-
cials briefed the Chief Min-

ister on the corporation’s
operations and its agricul-
tural support network. Gu-
jarat Agro Industries Cor-
poration, established in
1969, supplies fertilisers,
non-fertilisers and other
agricultural inputs through

around 1,156 Agri Business
Centres across the state.

The corporation also pro-
motes agricultural machin-
ery and equipment, sup-
ports agro-processing in-
dustries and develops agri-
cultural infrastructure.

It has established facili-
ties at Bavla, Ahmedabad
Airport, Jhagadia, Naroda
and Mahuva.

An Agri Business and In-
novation Hub is currently
under construction at
Tragad in Ahmedabad, of-
ficials informed Patel. The
meeting also reviewed De-
tailed Project Reports be-
ing prepared for proposed

initiatives, including proj-
ects 1nV01V1ng Geographi-
cal Indication tags, a millet
value-addition unit and ba-
nana fibre extraction and
powder processing.
Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister Sanjeev Ku-
mar and Gujarat Agro In-
dustries Corporation Man-
aging Director Vijay Kha-
radi were also present.
Earlier, Patel and Assem-
bly Speaker Shankar
Chaudhary attended a spe-
cial training workshop for
newly appointed district
and taluka panchayat of-
fice-bearers, focused on the
Panchayati Raj system.

“Rs 15.37 crore divi-
dend” — Gujarat Agro In-
dustries Corporation pre-
sented cheques covering
two financial years to Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

“Around 1,156 Agri
Business Centres” — The
corporation’s network sup-
plies fertilisers and other
agricultural inputs to farm-
ers across Gujarat.

“Agri Business and In-
novation Hub” — A new
facility is being constructed
at Tragad in Ahmedabad,
alongside proposed proj-
ects involving GI tags, mil-
let value addition and ba-
nana fibre processing.

scheme, Pakistan benefits from
tariff exemptions estimated at
around 732 million euros, with
the textile sector among the ma-
jor beneficiaries.

Though the ambassador noted
some advancements in imple-
menting UN convention during
the last two years, he maintained
that some elements of human
rights regressed.

"The main areas of concern
are enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings, freedom of
expression, the rights of journal-
ists, and minority rights,” he
said.

However, the ambassador also
specified that Pakistan's failure
to reapply for GSP+, successful-
ly meeting the conditions would
revert the country to an ordinary
GSP member which have some
preferential trade treatment.

RDI fund needs
greater awareness,
Says Minister
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
called for greater awareness
about the Rs 1 lakh crore Re-
search, Development and In-
novation (RDI) Fund. He said
applicants should clearly un-
derstand its purpose, eligibil-
ity and application process.
Addressing the Technology
Development Board’s 30th
Foundation Day, Singh cau-
tioned against treating the
fund as a conventional loan
facility. He urged the board to
help translate laboratory re-
search into market-ready
technologies.
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Nepal families
struggle toidentify
flood victims

Kathmandu
Three families in Nepal
are reportedly struggling
to identify a body recov-
ered after devastating
floods, highlighting the
difficulties authorities
face in confirming vic-
tims. The body was
found far downstream
and taken to a hospital
for identification. Fami-
lies have been examin-
ing photographs, physi-
cal features and person-
al belongings to deter-
mine whether the de-
ceased is their missing
relative. However, the
condition of bodies re-
covered from flood-hit
areas has made identifi-
cation difficult. The case
reflects the wider chal-
lenges faced by families
searching for loved ones
after floods. Authorities
are working to match
unidentified bodies with
missing-person reports
and relatives, while
families continue to
wait anxiously for con-
firmation.

One Indianamong 12
killed in Russian
strikes

Kyiv
Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy said one
Indian national was
among 12 people killed in
Russian strikes on Ukraine.
The attacks caused casu-
alties as Russia continued
its military operations
against Ukraine. Zelenskyy
shared details of the casu-
alties while speaking
about the latest strikes.
The death of the Indian
national has raised con-
cerns over the safety of In-
dians living or working in
the conflict-hit region. Au-
thorities are working to es-
tablish further details
about the victims. The
strikes also reportedly
caused damage in affect-
ed areas, adding to the
continuing humanitarian
concerns amid the ongo-
ing conflict.

US proposes ending
H-4 work permits
for spouses

Washington
The United States has pro-
posed ending work permits
for certain spouses of H-1B
visa holders, potentially af-
fecting thousands of fami-
lies living in the country. The
proposal concerns H-4 visa
holders who currently quali-
fy for Employment Authori-
zation Documents (EADs).
Under existing rules, eligible
H-4 spouses can work in the
US after obtaining an EAD
from the Department of
Homeland Security. The pro-
posed change could remove
this employment option and
require affected spouses to
stop working if the rule takes
effect. The move could have
financial and professional
consequences for H-1B fam-
ilies, particularly those rely-
ing on two incomes. Indi-
an-origin families may be
among those affected, as In-
dians form a large share of
H-1B visa holders.

Jaishankar meets SCO

foreign ministers in Bishkek

JAISHANKAR MET CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER WANG Y| TO DISCUSS
BILATERAL RELATIONS AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS.

BISHKEK

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held a series of bi-
lateral meetings with foreign
ministers of several Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) member countries on
the sidelines of the 26th SCO
Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyz-
stan, on Tuesday. The discus-
sions focused on strengthen-
ing bilateral ties, regional
developments and coopera-
tion in various areas.

Jaishankar met Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and
discussed issues concerning
bilateral relations and region-
al developments. After the
meeting, Jaishankar described
the interaction as a good en-
gagement with Wang Yi. The
meeting came weeks after the
two ministers held extensive
discussions in Manila in July
on bilateral relations, border
stability and important re-
gional and global issues.

The External Affairs Minis-
ter also held brief interactions

|

with Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov. Jaishankar said he had a
quick catch-up with both min-
isters on the sidelines of the
SCO summit. His engagement
with Lavrov follows a de-
tailed discussion last week
covering bilateral coopera-
tion, regional hotspots, global
challenges and multilateral
matters. With Araghchi, Jais-
hankar had earlier met in New
Delhi in May to discuss de-
velopments in West Asia and
their wider implications.

Jaishankar also met Uzbek
Foreign Minister Bakhtiyor
Saidov and Tajik Foreign
Minister Sirojiddin Muhrid-
din. During his interaction
with Saidov, the two sides re-
viewed their strategic partner-
ship, with focus on energy,
infrastructure, trade, defence,
education and culture. They
also discussed regional chal-
lenges and ways to expand
multilateral cooperation. Jais-
hankar had met Saidov during
his recent visit to New Delhi,
where the partnership was re-
viewed in detail.

Key Points

Jaishankar met Iranian
and Russian counterparts.

Discussed bilateral cooper-
ation and regional hotspots

Met Uzbek Foreign Minis-
ter Bakhtiyor Saidov.

Reviewed strategic partnership
covering energy and trade.

His meeting with Tajik For-
eign Minister Muhriddin also
covered matters of mutual in-
terest on the sidelines of the
SCO summit. The series of
engagements highlighted In-
dia's efforts to maintain active
diplomatic contacts with key
SCO partners and strengthen
cooperation on regional and
global issues.

The meetings also provid-
ed an opportunity for India to
exchange views on develop-
ments affecting the wider
Eurasian region.

Nepal floods leave
hundreds trapped
inside tunnel

KATHMANDU

Rescue teams in Nepal are
continuing efforts to reach
hundreds of workers trapped
inside a tunnel following se-
vere flooding, as survivors
described desperate attempts
to escape rising water and de-
bris.

Workers caught inside the
tunnel recounted frightening
moments as floodwaters rap-
idly entered the underground
passage. Many scrambled to
reach safer sections, while
others remained trapped as
the water and debris blocked
routes to the outside.

Rescue personnel have
been working against difficult
conditions to evacuate those
still inside. Heavy equipment
and controlled blasting oper-
ations are being used simulta-
neously to widen the tunnel
opening and accelerate the
rescue effort.

Officials and rescue teams
are facing major challenges
because of the unstable condi-
tions and the volume of mate-
rial obstructing access. The

Residents scrambled to
safer areas while others
remained trapped as
water and debris blocked
all exit routes.

operation requires workers
and machinery to clear the
blocked sections while ensur-
ing the safety of rescuers and
those trapped underground.

Those who managed to es-
cape described the situation as
chaotic and dangerous. The
sudden flooding left workers
with little time to find safe
routes, forcing them to move
quickly through the tunnel in
search of higher and safer
ground.

Rescue authorities are con-
centrating their efforts on cre-
ating wider access points and
clearing debris. Heavy ma-
chinery is being deployed to
remove obstructions, while
blasting is being carried out
where necessary to speed up
the operation.

Families and colleagues of
the trapped workers are wait-
ing anxiously for updates as
rescue operations continue.

Media cooperation key to
sustainable development goals’

ULAANBAATAR

Media cooperation and
stronger international part-
nerships were highlighted at
the 17th Conference of Par-
ties (COP17) of the United
Nations Convention to Com-
bat Desertification (UNC-
CD) as important tools for
advancing sustainable devel-
opment and increasing pub-
lic awareness of environ-
mental challenges.

Participants at the confer-
ence stressed that effective
media engagement can help
communicate complex is-
sues related to land degrada-
tion, drought, water security
and climate change to wider
audiences.

International media coop-
eration can also support the
exchange of information,
experiences and successful
solutions among countries
and communities.

The discussions under-
lined the need for accurate
and accessible reporting on
sustainable development.
Media organisations can
play an important role in ex-
plaining the impact of land
degradation and drought on
agriculture, food security,
livelihoods and local econo-
mies. Greater public aware-
ness, participants said, can
encourage communities and
governments to support land
restoration and sustainable
resource management.

The role of international
media in promoting the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
was also discussed during
COP17.

Participants emphasised
that stronger cooperation be-
tween journalists, media or-
ganisations,

governments, internation-
al institutions and civil soci-
ety can help bring environ-
mental issues into wider
public debate.

The discussions came as
COP17 focused on strength-
ening global action against
desertification, land degra-
dation and drought.

The conference in Ulaan-
baatar advanced initiatives
on drought resilience, land
restoration and sustainable
management, including new
efforts to mobilise finance
and support practical imple-
mentation.

Experts have warned that
land degradation and
drought are becoming in-
creasingly serious challeng-
es worldwide. Up to 40 per
cent of the world's land is
estimated to be degraded,
while droughts are affecting
more regions with greater
frequency and intensity.

The conference therefore
stressed the importance of
combining policy, finance,
science, technology and
public communication to
achieve sustainable develop-
ment.Media cooperation was
consequently seen not mere-
ly as a communication exer-
cise but as an important
component of global efforts
to build awareness, encour-
age participation and accel-
erate action for resilient
communities, healthy land
and sustainable develop-
ment.

Iran ready to reciprocate if US
returns commitments

BISHKEK

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian on Tuesday said
Iran would immediately re-
ciprocate if the United States
returned to its commitments
under a 14-point Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU). Addressing the 26th
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) Summit in
Bishkek, Pezeshkian said
Tehran remained committed
to international obligations
and treaties.

Pezeshkian criticised what
he described as unilateral pol-
icies, military force, sanctions
and geopolitical competition,
saying these were threatening
regional and global stability.
He alleged that US and Israe-
li strikes against Iran on June
13, 2025, and February 28,
2026, violated the UN Charter
and international law. He also
referred to developments in
Iran, Lebanon, Gaza and the
West Bank as examples of the
dangers posed by policies

PEZESHKIAN CON-
DEMNS US AND
ISRAELI STRIKES
Pezeshkian denounced
US-Israeli strikes, citing
heavy casualties and a
collapsed MoU. He criti-
cized unilateral policies,
warned of global insta-
bility, praised regional
solidarity, and stated
[ran remains open to
dialogue if Washington
honors previous agree-
ments.

based on force and pressure.
The Iranian president said
the attacks on Iran had caused
extensive casualties and cited
strikes on a school in Minab
and a stadium in Lamerd, Fars
Province. He described the
conflict as a 40-day war and
claimed that Iran's resistance
prevented the US and Israel
from achieving their stated
objectives. He also thanked
SCO members and other
countries that condemned the

attacks and expressed solidar-
ity with Iran.

Pezeshkian said negotia-
tions mediated by Pakistan
and Qatar later resulted in the
14-point MoU. However, he
alleged that the US commit-
ment to the agreement lasted
less than two weeks before
Washington made additional
demands and withdrew from
its commitments. He said Iran
had responded proportionate-
ly but remained ready for di-
alogue if the US returned to
the agreement.

The Iranian president said
his country did not seek war
but would respond firmly to
aggression. He stressed that
regional instability harmed all
countries and called for great-
er cooperation to achieve eco-
nomic and security goals. The
SCO summit brings together
10 member states, 15 partner
countries and two observer
countries to discuss regional
and global issues, including
peace, security, economic co-
operation and development.

Iran highlights
strong presence
at SCO Summit

BISHKEK

Iranian broadcaster IRIB
journalist Yusef Salami on
Tuesday highlighted Iran's
active diplomatic engage-
ment at the 26th Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Bishkek,
saying Tehran's presence
demonstrated its growing
interaction with countries
participating in the group-
ing.

Salami said he was
pleased to be in Bishkek
alongside the Kyrgyz peo-
ple and pointed to the pres-
ence of Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian. He de-
scribed the summit as an
opportunity for Iran to pur-
sue active diplomacy and
strengthen its international
engagement.

Salami also spoke in Per-
sian during the interaction,
saying the language was
deeply valued by Iranians
and that they wanted to pro-
mote it.

Thumbay media launches Gulf Education magazine

DUBAI

Thumbay Media, the media
and publishing arm of Thum-
bay Group, has launched Gulf
Education, a new print and
digital magazine focused on
the rapidly evolving educa-
tion sector across the Gulf
region.The new publication
brings together schools, uni-
versities, educators, students,
parents, education leaders and
policymakers. Its coverage
will focus on classroom inno-
vation, higher education,
technology, student life, fu-
ture skills and major develop-
ments influencing education
globally and across the Gulf.
Dr Thumbay Moideen,
Founder and President of
Thumbay Group, said the
Gulf has one of the world’s

most dynamic and ambitious
education sectors and needs a
platform that brings together
the ideas and developments
shaping learning. He said
Gulf Education aims to pro-
vide informative and for-
ward-looking content relevant
to educators, students, fami-
lies and institutions.

The launch expands Thum-
bay Media’s publishing port-
folio to five titles. The portfo-
lio includes Health Magazine,
which has more than two de-
cades of publishing experi-
ence, and Living Gulf, a life-
style publication covering
people, culture, business and
experiences in the region. Up-
coming titles include Gulf
Pets & Vets, focusing on vet-
erinary medicine, animal
health and pet care, and Gulf

Culinary & Hospitality, cov-
ering food, restaurants, hotels
and the hospitality industry.

Gulf Education will feature
dedicated sections covering
classroom teaching and learn-
ing, families and student well-
being, future skills and ca-
reers, universities and higher
education, and international
education trends viewed from
a Gulf perspective.

The magazine will be dis-

tributed through print and dig-
ital platforms, supported by
its website and social media
channels. This is expected to
help connect education pro-
fessionals, students and fami-
lies across the region.

The launch is part of Thum-
bay Media’s broader strategy
to build a diversified publish-
ing and media business. Be-
sides its magazines, the com-
pany provides branding, pub-
lic relations, social media,
events, graduation ceremonies
and awards-related services.

With the addition of Gulf
Education, Thumbay Media is
expanding its presence across
specialised sectors while cre-
ating dedicated platforms for
organisations and communi-
ties in the Gulf to share their
stories and developments.

BILATERAL PARTNERSHIPS EXPANDEL

India calls Pacific vital to shared Indo-Pacific

KOROR

India has described the Pacif-
ic region as an integral part of
the shared Indo-Pacific and
reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthening partnerships
with Pacific island countries.
Union Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra Mar-
gherita made the remarks
while addressing the Dialogue
Partner Session of the 55th
Pacific Islands Forum Lead-
ers’ Meeting in Koror on
Tuesday.

Margherita said India’s en-
gagement with Pacific nations
had expanded under its Act
East Policy through bilateral

partnerships, the Forum for
India-Pacific Islands Cooper-
ation (FIPIC) and India’s as-
sociation with the Pacific Is-
lands Forum. He said New
Delhi attached the highest
importance to its partnership
with the “Blue Pacific Conti-
nent” and viewed Pacific is-

land countries as large ocean
states.

He said India’s Indo-Pacific
vision was based on a free,
open, peaceful and prosperous
region, respecting internation-
al law, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and freedom of nav-
igation and overflight. India
launched the Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative in 2019 to
promote cooperation in secur-
ing an open maritime domain
while protecting ocean health.

Highlighting India’s devel-
opment partnership, Margher-
ita referred to initiatives an-
nounced at the third FIPIC
Summit in Papua New Guinea
in 2023. These include coop-

eration in healthcare, educa-
tion, digital capacity building,
water and renewable energy.
He said India was working to
translate these commitments
into practical outcomes
through bilateral development
assistance and demand-driven
projects supported by the In-
dia-UN Development Partner-
ship Fund.

Margherita also highlighted
climate change and rising sea
levels as major concerns for
Pacific island nations. He said
India was contributing
through the International So-
lar Alliance, Coalition for Di-
saster Resilient Infrastructure
and Global Biofuel Alliance,

and invited Pacific countries
to participate in these initia-
tives.

He further highlighted In-
dia’s humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief efforts
across the Indo-Pacific, in-
cluding early warning sys-
tems,

disaster preparedness, re-
silient infrastructure and time-
ly emergency support. Mar-
gherita said the Pacific also
had an important voice in the
Global South and assured that
India would continue support-
ing efforts to ensure Pacific
priorities receive greater at-
tention in global deci-
sion-making.

 NAME CHANGE

I, FAZIL SHARIFF, Resi-
dent of # 12, 6th Main Road,
Shamanna Nagar, Banga-
lore-560026, have changed
my name to FAZIL SHAR-
IF, Vide Affidavit Dated:
01.09.2026 before Notary
M.K. DEVAKI, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MARALWADI RAHEEM
MUNEER AHMED, S/o Mr.
Abdul Raheem, Resident at
No.13, 4th Cross, Nagaraj Gar-
den, 22nd Main, J.P. Nagar 5th
Phase, Bengaluru-560078, have
changed my name to MUNEER
AHMED, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 01.09.2026 before Notary
L. PUTTARAJU, Bengaluru
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Ruturaj Gaikwad backs
himself to make strong
India comeback

COIMBATORE

China Masters Early

Unnati Hooda’s China Masters campaign

ended in the opening round as Kim Ga-eun
produced a composed straight-games victory
over India’s teenage badminton prospect

SHENZHEN

India’s Unnati Hooda suffered an ear-
ly exit from the China Masters after
the 18-year-old lost in straight games
South Korea’s
world No. 12
Kim Ga-eun
_ in the wom-
en’s singles
first round
at the Shen-
z h e n
SportsCentre
Gymnasium on
Tuesday.

The world No. 25 Indi-
an went down 21-10, 21-18 in 37
minutes in their first BWF World

| | | JODF
» Result: Kim Ga-eun beat Unnati Hooda 21-10, 21-18
+ Duration: 37 minutes
+ Ranking: Unnati No. 25, Kim No. 12
« Kim’s form: Macau Open champion in June

« Unnati’s recent run: Reached second
round at World Championships

« Other Indian setback: Arjun-Amsakarunan
retired in first-round men’s doubles

Tour meeting. Kim, who arrived in
China after winning the Macau Open
in June, controlled the opening game
from the outset.

The Korean raced to a 4-0 lead and
extended her advantage to 11-3 at the
interval. Unnati struggled to establish
a rhythm as Kim continued to dictate
the rallies, eventually closing out the
game comfortably.

The second game was more com-
petitive. Unnati started strongly
and moved 3-0 ahead before Kim
recovered to take a 7-5 lead. The
Indian fought back and regained
the advantage at 15-14, setting up
a tense finish.

Kim, however, held her nerve in the
closing stages. After trailing 18-16,
she levelled the score and then won
the next three points to seal victory.

The defeat comes soon after Unna-
ti’s World Championships debut in
New Delhi, where she reached the
second round. She remains one of In-
dia’s promising young players.

India also suffered disappointment in
men’s doubles, with MR Arjun and Har-
itharan Amsakarunan retiring while trail-
ing 8-11 in the opening game against
China’s Chen Boyang and Liu Yi.

Misbah-ul-Haq resigns as Pakistan selector
after sweeping changes in Test squad

Ferrari will honour Michael
Schumacher at Monza with a
special livery celebrating his
legacy and seven Formula 1
world championships.

v

DUBAI

Ferrari will carry a special
Michael Schumacher-inspired
livery at the upcoming Italian
Grand Prix in Monza, with
Lewis Hamilton and Charles
Leclerc set to race the SF-26
in a tribute to one of the most
influential drivers in the
team’s history.

The predominantly red de-
sign features white detailing
on the upper section, gradual-
ly blending into the Ferrari
red. Seven white stars appear
on the nose, representing
Schumacher’s seven Formula
1 world championships, in-
cluding the five consecutive
titles he won with Ferrari be-
tween 2000 and 2004. His
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personal logo is also incorpo-
rated into the design.

The special livery comes
alongside commemorative
race suits prepared for Hamil-
ton and Leclerc. The suits fea-
ture seven stars on the back,
white striping on the front and
Schumacher’s personal logo.

Ferrari’s tribute coincides
with two significant mile-
stones. The Monza weekend
marks 30 years since Schum-
acher made his Ferrari debut
in 1996 and 20 years since his
final season with the Maranel-
lo-based team.

Schumacher joined Ferrari
after winning consecutive
championships with Benetton
in 1994 and 1995. He became
central to Ferrari’s resur-
gence, helping develop the
team before delivering five
successive drivers’ champion-
ships from 2000 through
2004.

His seven world titles re-
main jointly the most in F1
history, with Hamilton later

| Ferrari Unveils
c¢hrumacher-Inspired
Monza Livery

NEW DELHI

Chennai Super Kings skipper
Ruturaj Gaikwad remains
confident of returning to the
Indian team, saying his imme-
diate focus is on scoring con-
sistently and being prepared
when another opportunity ar-
rives.

Speaking to reporters at an
event in Coimbatore, Gaik-
wad said he is determined to
return to the national setup
through strong performances
in domestic cricket. He
stressed the importance of pa-
tience and maintaining his
run-scoring form. “Very much
confident. It is just about go-
ing back again, making runs
again,” Gaikwad said.

Asked about the anticipated
contest between Afghanistan
spinner Rashid Khan and
young Indian batter
Sooryavanshi, Gaikwad said
he had not followed the
matchup closely as he usually
watches less cricket when he
is not playing. However, he
emphasised his continued
support for the Indian team.

Gaikwad said his attention
is now firmly on domestic
tournaments and preparation.

Misbah-ul-Haq has offered
his resignation as selector of
Pakistan's men's selection
committee after the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) made
sweeping changes to the
squad for the ongoing three-
match Test series against En-
gland.

Misbah was part of the
four-member selection com-
mittee, which also includes
Aaqib Javed, Sarfaraz
Ahmed, and Asad Shafiq and
was formed in March earlier
this year.

However, according to a
Cricinfo report, the former
Pakistan captain has offered
to resign from the selection
panel. The PCB has yet to ac-
cept his resignation, although
Misbah has also reportedly
resigned from his role as bat-
ting consultant at the National
Cricket Academy in Lahore.

This came a day after the
PCB released seven players
and head coach and bowling
coach Sarfaraz Khan and
Umar Gul from the Test
squad, following their recent
drubbing against England at
Lord's. Pakistan have already

‘Want to win trophies
and make history’: Bruno
Guimaraes on joining Arsenal [

NEW DELHI

Having joined Arsenal
from Newcastle, midfielder
Bruno Guimaraes has his
sights set on winning tro-
phies with the Gunners as
he looks to make an impact
at the Emirates Stadium.
Guimaraes joined Arsenal
during the 2026 transfer
window from Newcastle
for a fee of GBP 75mn,
where he won the Carabao
Cup in 2025. He made his
Arsenal debut in the Pre-
mier League in the 1-0 win
over Aston Villa, coming
on as a substitute. The mid-
fielder is elated to be with
the Gunners. "It feels
amazing to join Arsenal.
I'm grateful for this oppor-
tunity," Guimaraes told
JioHotstar. The Brazilian
international added that he

was "excited" right after he

conceded the series as En- g

gland have an unassailable
2-0 lead following the 194-
run win in the second game at
Lord's. The PCB pushed the
panic button and released Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Imam-ul-
Haq, Salman Agha, Ali Us-
man, Aamer Jamal, Awais
Zafar, and Khurram Shahzad.

They also decided to bring
in five uncapped players -
Arafat Minhas, Mohammad
Imran Jnr, Saad Baig, Mo-
hammad Imran Randhawa,
and Razaullah - to bolster the
struggling squad, along with
the capped Saim Ayub and
Abdullah Fazal.

The shake-up extends be-
yond the playing
squad, with —
red-ball head -
coach Sar- f#
faraz and
bowling
coach Gul
relieved of 1§
their duties
following
Pakistan's poor
run of form, a
stretch
that ~ ¢

also saw Shan Masood re-
placed by Babar Azam as Test
captain.

White-ball head coach
Mike Hesson and Ashley
Noffke will take over back-
room duties for the remain-
der of the tour. "Addition-
ally, Sarfaraz Ahmed and
Umar Gul have also been

A released and will
i~ - Dbereplaced by

i - Mike Hesson

‘( and Ashley

* | Noffke in the
.3 backroom
staff," added
the PCB.
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A livery fit for home. Our Monza
livery is here, inspired by the
lasting impact of Michael
Schumacher on our team.

— Ferrari

Schumacher’s
Ferrari Legacy

- Joined Ferrari: 1996

- Ferrari titles: 5

* Consecutive titles:

2000-2004
« Career world titles: 7
« Ferrari final season: 2006

» Monza tribute: 30 years
since his Ferrari debut

matching the record.

Ferrari has regularly intro-
duced special Monza liveries
in recent years. The team used
yellow and black accents in
2022, a Le Mans-inspired de-
sign in 2023 and a retro
312T-inspired livery in 2025.

New Zealand to host India A for
four-day games ahead of Test series

NEW DELHI

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) on Tuesday con-
firmed that they will host India A for prepa-
ratory four-day matches, starting in October,
before the two sides lock horns in a two-
match Test series.

India will be touring New Zealand for a
multi-format series from late October to early
December, with five T20Is, five ODIs and
two Test matches lined up. The tour will also
feature three four-day games against India 'A’,
as confirmed by NZC in a release while an-
nouncing the schedule for the Plunket Shield.

"The domestic red ball summer will also
get an injection of international class as New
Zealand A host India A for three four-day

matches in Christchurch starting October 24," 157 T201
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SCHEDULE - MEN'S

INDIA

NEW ZEALAND

CRICKET

TOUR OF

22 OCTOBER CHRISTCHURCH

NZC said in a statement.
It confirmed the announcement of the do-
mestic First-class competition, which will

2'° T201

3% T201

CHRISTCHURCH

WELLINGTON

24 OCTOBER
27 OCTOBER

begin on November 19 and run till March 29, 4™ 1201

30 OCTOBER AUCKLAND

with a stoppage in between for the Super
Smash and Ford Trophy.

The three multi-day fixtures between New
Zealand A and India A will run simultaneous-
ly with the white-ball tour. While the exact
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15T 0DI

1 NOVEMBER HAMILTON

_ 0DI SERIES ’

4 NOVEMBER AUCKLAND

dates have not been revealed by NZC, the 2 opi

7 NOVEMBER WELLINGTON

board stated that the three four-dayers will
begin on October 24.
New Zealand will be hosting India in what

3% oDl
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10 NOVEMBER
13 NOVEMBER

HAMILTON
MOUNT MAUNGANUI

will be the largest international tour in New 5™ 0Dl
Zealand cricket history. The tour will also

mark the first time since 2019 that India will 157 TEST

15 NOVEMBER MOUNT MAUNGANUI

TEST SERIES a

19-23 NOVEMBER

WELLINGTON

play Test cricket in New Zealand, and their
first white-ball assignment in the country
since 2022.

20 TEST

27 NOVEMBER-
1 DECEMBER 2026

CHRISTCHURCH

“ALL DATES ARE IN LOCAL TIME | SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

spoke to club manager
Mikel Arteta, calling the
Emirates Stadium the
"right place" to be at. |
"When I first spoke to
Mikel Arteta, I felt excit-
ed right away. | knew in-
side that I needed a new
challenge, and Arsenal
felt like the right place.

"The club has a great
history and a clear vision.
I want to be part of that
and help the team
achieve big things. I'm
looking forward to get-
ting started and giving
my best for the fans," he
added.

Arsenal are the cur-
rent Premier League
champions, having won
the title last year after a
late, close battle with

Manchester City. /
/
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NEW YORK

Osaka held her nerve when it mat-

breaks.

force tiebreaks.

Naomi Osaka began her bid for a third
US Open title with a hard-fought
straight-sets victory over Anastasia
Zakharova on Arthur Ashe Stadium,
advancing to the second round after
being pushed into two deciding tie-

The former world No. 1, who
won the tournament in 2018 and
2020, appeared in control of
both sets after establishing ear-

ly advantages. Osaka led 5-2
‘in the opening set and 5-3 in
. the second, but world No. 101
Zakharova repeatedly fought
back to level the scores and

two hours.

victories.

Osaka Survives Tiebreak Test at US Open

tered most, taking the first breaker 8-6
before winning the second 7-3. She
completed the victory in a little over

The result strengthened Osaka’s im-
pressive Grand Slam season. She has
now won 10 major matches in 2026,
taking her combined record across the
four Grand Slam tournaments to 10-2.
Her previous double-digit total came
in 2019, when she recorded 12 major

Her serve proved particularly effec-
tive. Osaka fired 11 aces, including
one on match point, with 10 coming in
the second set. Her season tally has
reached 208 aces, making her the
ninth player to hit at least 200 in 2026.

The Japanese star also improved her
US Open first-round record to 9-1 and
has now collected 79 Grand Slam
match wins. She is closing in on Ja-

pan’s Ai Sugiyama and China’s Li Na

among Asia’s leading Grand Slam
winners. Zakharova, meanwhile, re-
mains without a top-20 victory.

“It’s my tribute to Iverson.”

Osaka made the remark after walk-
ing onto Arthur Ashe Stadium in an
all-white gown before changing into a

black outfit inspired by former NBA

star Allen Iverson. She said Nike’s
basketball theme gave her the chance
to express herself through fashion.

“I love expressing myself through
clothes. I’'m glad you guys appreci-
ate it.”
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