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CM Siddaramaiah invited

Lok Sabha adjourned amid
Opposition protestson SIR

Winter session sees protests over SIR key bill cleared amrd uproar

Kharge’s mention
of Dhankhar’s exit
sparks protest

While congratulat-

ing newly elected RS
Chairman CP Rad-
hakrishnan, Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge sparked protests
from treasury benches
after he recalled former
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar’s “unexpect-
ed and sudden exit”
from office and noted
that the House did not
get a chance to bid him
farewell.
Parliamen- %
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Kiren Rijiju
criticised
the remark,
calling it inappropriate for
the “solemn occasion.”
“Why did the honourable
Leader of Opposition
refer to a case which

was not necessary to be
raised at this moment..”
Rijiju said. Welcoming the

NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha proceedings were
adjourned on Monday, the first
day of the Winter Session, as
opposition parties staged pro-
tests demanding a discussion
on the controversial Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. The opposition
highlighted concerns over ris-
ing workloads on booth level
officers (BLOs), citing multiple
suicides allegedly linked to
SIR duties.

The House experienced two
earlier adjournments during
the Question Hour in the
morning and again in the af-
ternoon before being ad-
journed for the day at around
2.20 PM. Several opposition
members entered the Well,
shouting slogans and pressing
for a debate on the SIR exer-
cise initiated by the Election
Commission.

Despite the disruption, Par-
liament managed to pass a bill
amending the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) law for Ma-
nipur. Introduced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
the legislation replaces a pres-
idential ordinance and em-
powers Parliament to enact
the law while the state re-

Winter
Session

RS Chalrman urges members to B

follow parliamentary discourse

Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan, in his maid-
en speech, urged members to respect the Constitution,
adhere to rules, and observe the ‘Lakshman Rekha’ of
parliamentary conduct, ensuring individual rights are
protected while maintaining decorum and responsibili-
ties within established norms of the Upper House.

mains under President’s Rule.

During the 12-minute Zero
Hour, Sitharaman introduced
three additional bills and ta-
bled supplementary demands
for grants for the 2025-26 fis-
cal year. Among them were
the Central Excise (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, aimed at
levying excise duty on tobac-
co products, and the Health
Security and National Securi-
ty Cess Bill, 2025, which im-
poses a new cess on pan mas-

ala manufacturing.

The passage of the Manipur
GST Bill, despite the chaos in
the House, underscores Par-
liament’s ability to push
through essential legislation
even amid intense political
contention. The first day of
the Winter Session reflected
both the opposition’s insis-
tence on accountability re-
garding SIR and the govern-
ment’s determination to ad-
vance its legislative agenda.

Chairman on behalf of
the Opposition parties,
Kharge said the Congress
“staunchly stands by
Constitutional values
and time-honoured Par-
liamentary traditions... be
assured of our cooper-
ationin the conduct of
proceedings.”

© More on page 6

Rijiju assures govt is open to discussionon SIR

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju informed the Rajya Sabha that the govern-
ment is “open to discussing any issue,” and the Opposition’s demand is currently under
consideration. He clarified that it has “not been rejected” and a response will be provided
“soon,” referring to his earlier remarks at the Business Advisory Committee that he would
reply by Sunday 9 pm. Rijiju requested patience, saying, “There are other matters on the

agenda that can be addressed in the meantime. Don’t assume the government is unwilling

to discuss any issue...Please don’'t impose timelines.” Trinamool Congress floor leader
Derek O’Brien shot back saying “Problem is not the timeline but trust deficit.”

CM HONORS HANUMANTHAIAH

CM Siddaramaiah pays tribute to former CM Kengal Hanumanthalah on h|s death

anniversary at Vidhana Soudha premises in Bengaluru on Monday.
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120 militants are

waiting to infiltrate
Kashmir: BSF IG

SRINAGAR

BSF Kashmir Frontier IG Ashok Yadav on
Monday revealed that there are 69 active
militant launching pads along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Kashmir, with 100-120
terrorists waiting to infiltrate. He stated
that in close coordination with the Army,
the BSF has successfully dominated
the LoC,

preventing four infiltration

attempts this year and eliminating eight

militants.

“Qur G unitis
keeping a close
watch on all the 69
active Launching
Pads along the LoC,
where around 100-
120 terrorists have
been waiting to
infiltrate. Various
training camps of
terrorists are also
under scrutiny of
ourintelligence
wing.”
—Ashok Yadav,
BSF Kashmir
Frontier IG

The BSF has conducted 22 joint opera-
tions with the Army, J&K Police, and
CRPF, neutralizing terrorists in North
Kashmir and recovering arms including
AK-47s, MP-5s, pistols, grenades, and am-
munition. Despite harsh terrain, extreme
weather, and ongoing threats like sniping,
BAT actions, and ceasefire violations, BSF
personnel continue to secure 343 km of the
LoC with dedication.

Yadav highlighted the role of the G
Branch intelligence unit in monitoring the
69 launch pads and terrorist training camps.
Following the April 22 Pahalgam attack,
specialized CI/CT teams were deployed in
Gulmarg to ensure tourist safety.

Delhi court sends Al Falah
University Founder to 14 day JC

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Monday,
December 1, 2025, sent Al
Falah University founder
Jawad Ahmed Siddiqui to 14-
day judicial custody in con-
nection with a terror-linked
money laundering case linked
to the November 10 Red Fort
blast. Siddiqui, who had ear-
lier spent 13 days in Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) custo-
dy from November 19, was
produced before Additional
Sessions Judge Sheetal
Chaudhary Pradhan and re-
manded until December 15.
During the hearing, Sid-
diqui’s counsel requested ac-
cess to prescribed medication

and spectacles, which the
court allowed. ED officials
submitted his medical pre-
scriptions, directing jail au-
thorities to ensure he contin-
ues treatment.

The ED has alleged that
Siddiqui and Al Falah Univer-
sity misrepresented UGC rec-
ognition and NAAC accredi-
tation, diverted student fees
and public funds for personal
use, and amassed assets dis-
proportionate to declared fi-
nances. Searches across 19
Delhi-NCR locations yielded
approximately 348 lakh in
cash. Investigations into the
university are ongoing as part
of the Red Fort blast probe,
which claimed 15 lives.

@ @ Kohli’s Future
‘Not a Question’,

Says Kotak
after India Win

to DCM’ 5 remdence today

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has been formally
invited for breakfast at Depu-
ty Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar’s residence today, the
latter’s office had confirmed
on Monday. The invite fol-
lows a previous breakfast
meeting at Siddaramaiah’s
home, aimed at quelling a
brewing leadership tussle
within the state Congress.
Addressing the media, Sid-
daramaiah said he had been
told to come but had not re-
ceived a formal call yet.
“Maybe they might call. If I
am called, I will go,” he stat-
ed, hinting at cautious opti-
mism ahead of the meeting.
The two leaders have pub-
licly assured unity, following
directions from the Congress
high command. “From now,
there won’t be any confusion,”
Siddaramaiah had said, empha-
sizing that both he and Shiva-
kumar would adhere to the
party leadership’s guidance.
Observers see the upcom-
ing breakfast as another step
toward reinforcing truce and
coordination between the
state’s top Congress leaders.
The gesture is expected to
ease tensions and send a mes-
sage of consolidated leader-
ship ahead of crucial political
developments in Karnataka.
The high command’s inter-
vention underscores its intent
to pause internal disputes
while maintaining party sta-
bility in the state. Both lead-
ers’ engagement signals a
move toward collaboration

and reaffi.rmation of party
discipline.

‘CM and | work like brothers’:
DCM reiterates unity
Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar once again
stressed party unity, insisting
that he and Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah function “like
brothers” and that there are no
factions within the Congress.
Speaking to the media after of-
fering floral tributes to Kengal
Hanumanthaiah on his birth
anniversary at Vidhana Soudha,
Shivakumar addressed the
growing speculation around
internal divisions and the re-
cent breakfast meeting.
Shivakumar said the meet-
ing was purely a matter be-
tween him and the Chief Min-
ister, adding that attempts to
portray them as leaders of ri-
val camps were baseless.
“There are no groups in our
party. We are born alone and
we die alone — so why would
we need factions? You in the
media keep showing Siddara-
maiah’s group and DKShi’s
group. But we do not believe
in any such divisions,” he
clarified.

7to 8 leaders

competing to be CM’

BJP state president BY. Vijay-
endra said that the race for the
chief minister’s post within the
ruling Congress has intensi-
fied, with seven to eight senior
MLAs and ministers reportedly
vying for the position. Speak-
ing to the media, he criticised
the ongoing power struggle,
claiming it has weakened the
administration. Vijayendra
alleged that since the Sidda-
ramaiah government came

to power, it has shown negli-
gence toward farmers.

“Seven to eight senior legislators
and ministers in the ruling party
are competing to somehow
become the CM”.

—B.Y. Vijayendra, State BJP president

Govt confirms
spoofing across
major airports

NEW DELHI

Flights near Delhi and several
other major Indian airports
have experienced GPS spoof-
ing and GNSS interference
over the past year, the govern-
ment confirmed in Parliament
on Monday. Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
disclosed the information in a
written reply to the Rajya
Sabha, detailing the scope of
incidents and ongoing mitiga-
tion measures. The minister
said that following a November
2023 directive by the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) mandating reporting
of GPS jamming or spoofing
events, “regular reports are be-
ing received from major air-
ports including Kolkata, Am-
ritsar, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, and Chennai.”

‘Ministry does not advice LIC on investments’

NEW DELHI: Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-

man told Parliament on Monday that the Fi-
nance Ministry does not issue any advice or
instructions to the Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) regarding how it should invest

its funds. She emphasised that LIC’s invest-

ments made in Adani Group were as
per established SOPs. © More on page 9
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HK arrests more suspects in fire probe

HONGKONG: Hong Kong authorities have
arrested 13 more people for suspected
manslaughter as the death toll from the
city’s worst fire in decades rose to 151. Police
continue to search the seven devastated
residential towers at Wang Fuk Court,
where bodies have been found in
stairwells and on rooftops.

KARNATAKA TIGER CENSUS

BENGALURU

Former MP Prajwal Re-
vanna, sentenced to life
imprisonment in a rape
case involving a domestic
worker, has approached
the Karnataka High Court
challenging the verdict and
seeking bail. The case was
heard on December 1,
2025, before a division
bench comprising Justices
K.S. Mudgal and T. Ven-
katesh Naik. Senior advo-
cate Siddharth Luthra, rep-
resenting Prajwal, present-
ed strong arguments, high-
lighting inconsistencies
and raising doubts over the
evidence, urging the court
to grant bail.

Luthra questioned why
no complaint was filed by
the victim for three years
despite alleged incidents in
2019 and 2021, and why
multiple criminal cases
were suddenly registered.
He also challenged the
prosecution’s claims re-
garding Prajwal’s mobile
phone, arguing that no
proper notice under Sec-
tion 91 was issued, and no

PRAJWAL APPEALS
FOR BAIL, LAWYER
QUESTIONS EVIDENCE

attempt was made to ob-
tain information from the
mobile company using the
IMEI number.

Additionally, Luthra
raised doubts over the FSL
(Forensic Science Laborato-
ry) evidence, suggesting
possible political motives in
filing the case and inconsis-
tencies in the handling of
the victim’s clothes and
DNA samples. He contend-
ed that some key officials
involved in collecting evi-
dence had passed away,
questioning the admissibili-
ty and reliability of the fo-
rensic findings.

The High Court, after
hearing these arguments,
adjourned the proceedings
to Wednesday, leaving the
public and legal observers
eager to see how the argu-
ments and counterargu-
ments will unfold.

Karnataka to commence tiger census in January 2026

BENGALURU

Karnataka forest officials are
gearing up for the all-India
tiger census, scheduled to be-
gin in January 2026. Training
for staff in the Bengaluru Cir-
cle has been completed, and
the central government aims
to release the nationwide re-
port by April 2026.

The census will follow a
three-phase methodology:
Phase 1 will collect data on

carnivore and prey base den-
sity, Phase 2 will compile
field reports, and Phase 3 will

= Phasel:
Carnivore &
prey density

= Phase 2: = Phase 3:
Field Camera
reports trap data

m Tiger Population Trend (Karnataka):

2020: 403

2022: 417

2024:393

analyse camera trap images.
The exercise will first cover
Project Tiger areas before ex-

tending to other forest patches.
Karnataka’s tiger population
has fluctuated over recent

years: from 403 in 2020, ris-
ing to 417 in 2022, dipping to
408 in 2023, and 393 in 2024.
The state ranks second nation-
ally with 563 tigers in the last
all-India assessment. Officials
highlight rising human-wild-
life conflicts and the need for
relocation to new habitats.

This synchronized estima-
tion aims to provide updated
data for conservation plan-
ning and conflict manage-
ment.
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K’taka moved fully to digital e-stamp system: Min

‘The govt is phasing out traditional e-stamps and replacing them with e-stamps to prevent misuse and fake challans’

Beh'galuru’tdr’hmuters
face daily traffic

nightmare

Bengaluru
Bengaluru’s traffic chaos
is testing residents’ pa-
tience daily. Rajeev Rai,
stuck near Raj Samadhi
Road for over an hour,
worried about missing his
flight. Frustrated, he post-
ed on X, tagging Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
calling traffic manage-
ment poorly staffed and
unresponsive. Many com-
muters report long delays,
accidents, and stress,
blaming rapid city growth
and weak road planning.
Experts urge modern traf-
fic systems and stricter
enforcement. Rai plans to
meet Deputy Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar in Del-
hi to discuss solutions.
Residents hope such
steps bring smoother
travel, better safety, and
less daily frustration on
Bengaluru’s busy roads.

Four-year-old
girl survives car
horror accident

Bengaluru
In a terrifying incident in
Bengaluru’s Weavers’ Col-
ony, a four-year-old girl
survived after a speeding
car ran over her outside
her home on November
28.CCTV footage showed
the child stepping out of
her house when the car
entered the narrow lane
and hit her, then sped
away. She suffered seri-
ous injuries to her face and
body and was rushed to a
nearby hospital. The police
have registered a case and
are investigating.

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has officially ended the old
e-stamp system and moved
completely to a digital e-stamp
process, said Revenue Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda.
Gowda, announcing the
change at a press conference
held at Vikas Soudha, ex-
plained that the new system

has been in effect since Octo-
ber and is designed to make
stamp-related work simpler,
safer, and fully online.

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is phasing out tradi-
tional e-stamps and replacing
them with digital e-stamps to
prevent misuse and fake chal-
lans. Through the Karnataka
Stamp Amendment Bill, 2025,
digital signatures now have

full legal recognition. This

strengthens the system by al—

lowing online fee
payment, secure
electronic signatures,
and Aadhaar-based
authentication for all
transactions.

Digital e-stamps
can also be used for
unregistered agreements. Ear-
lier, people had to visit shops

to purchase printed stamp pa-
per, often depending on mid-

_ dlemen. Now, citi-
zens can buy stamp
paper from home us-
ing an online portal.
Once an agreement is
created, it will be
digitally stored, mak-
ing it easy to retrieve
anytime. The Minister noted
that lost papers were a major

problem earlier, but the digital
system keeps permanent re-
cords.

The new digital agreements
will include a unique number
and QR code for verification.
The fee for digital stamping will
remain unchanged. To complete
an agreement, Aadhaar details
must be provided, and the pro-
cess will be authenticated
through an OTP system. Both

parties involved in the agree-
ment must use their Aadhaar
details to complete the digital
bond.

Krishna Byre Gowda said
the system will make transac-
tions safer, faster, and more
transparent. The government
aims to remove middlemen,
prevent fraud, and make all
stamping processes fully digi-
tal for public convenience.

‘44K families received neW
homes under 94CC scheme’

KENGERI

In a major push for rural de-
velopment, MLA ST So-
mashekar has announced that
44,000 families have been
given housing after identify-
ing eligible beneficiaries un-
der the 94CC scheme.

He spoke at the inaugura-
tion of the first round of the
Gram Sabha for 2025-26,
held near Bhimana Kuppe
Cross under the Ramohalli
Gram Panchayat. The event
was organized with support
from the Bangalore City Dis-
trict Administration, Ramoha-
1li Gram Panchayat, and vari-
ous government departments.

The MLA said that priority
is being given to improving
village infrastructure, includ-
ing new drainage works
across the Gram Panchayat.
He added that 14,000 houses
are currently being built by
the Slum Board in the constit-

‘Priority is being given
to improving village
infrastructure, including
new drainage works
across the Gram
Panchayat’.

uency. A request has also been
submitted to the Revenue
Minister to regularize farming
families cultivating Bagar
Hukum land within 18 km of
Bengaluru.

District Collector Jagdish
urged officials to directly ad-
dress complaints received
through the Janaspandana
program to prevent middle-
men from creating hurdles.
He emphasized that all gov-
ernment benefits and Gram
Panchayat services must
reach the rightful beneficia-
ries. He praised the Yeshwan-
thpur constituency for orga-
nizing Gram Sabha and
Janaspandana like a public

festival.

Ramohalli Gram Panchayat
President G. Mahesh said that
women’s and children’s pro-
tection has been given top
priority. He shared that clean
drinking water and sewage
projects worth around 15
crore have already begun. He
also appreciated the MLA’s
request to close bars and
restaurants in the constituency
for public welfare.

On the occasion, several
benefits were distributed, in-
cluding 94CC right deeds,
tailoring machines for wom-
en, water filters, agricultural
tools, vegetable kits, labor
kits, free hostel facilities, and
e-assets.

The program saw the pres-
ence of AC Vishwanath, Te-
hsildar Ashwini, Deputy Te-
hsildar Kempegowda, Presi-
dent Mahesh G., EO Narayan,
BEO Rekha, and other local
leaders.

GBA chief pushes
faster e-Khata
processing

BENGALURU

Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty (GBA) Chief Commis-
sioner Maheshwar Rao has
instructed officials to quick-
ly clear all pending e-Khata
applications across the five
city corporations.

He issued these directions
during a virtual meeting on
e-Khata services, B-Khata
to A-Khata conversion, and
property tax matters.

Rao said a dedicated
helpline (9480683035) has
been set up for all e-Kha-
ta-related complaints. He
advised officials to respond
to every complaint within
the given time limit. He
also stressed that these
complaints must be moni-
tored separately to ensure
faster solutions. Rejected
applications, he said, should
be reviewed carefully to
identify mistakes and take
corrective steps.

He highlighted the need
to process new e-Khata ap-
plications and conversion
requests without delay. Ac-
cording to him, clearing
these applications quickly
will help improve the cor-
poration’s revenue.

Special Commissioner

Munish Moudgil shared
that the e-Khata helpline
receives nearly 1,000 calls
daily. All issues raised
through the helpline are
tracked and resolved on pri-
ority. He reminded officials
that applications should not
be rejected without solid
reasons. Corporation-wise
reports will be prepared to
understand rejection pat-
terns and to speed up pend-
ing work.

Moudgil also said that
commercial properties of
major tax defaulters within
GBA limits are being sealed
to recover overdue taxes.
Revision cases are also be-
ing examined to collect
pending property tax
amounts.

North City Corporation
Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar noted that
e-Khata applications in the
North zone are being cleared
quickly. Officials who reject-
ed applications without prop-
er justification have already
been issued notices.

Commissioners Ramesh
DS, Ramesh KN, Dr Rajen-
dra KV, AC Daljit Kumar,
and several officials from
the Revenue Department
attended the meeting.

Job seekers’
stir exposes
govt apathy’

BENGALURU

Tensions rose in Dharwad as
job aspirants protested against
the Karnataka government’s
prolonged delay in govern-
ment recruitment. Opposition
leader R Ashoka criticized the
state Congress administration
for prioritizing political
games over governance, say-
ing administrative machinery
has suffered amid leadership
changes.

The protest in Dharwad
turned violent, prompting
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
to issue an order for immedi-
ate recruitment and call for
the release of arrested exam-
inees.

Ashoka highlighted that
promises of job guarantees
remain unfulfilled, asking,
“Where is Swami’s job guar-
antee? Where is the hiring
luck?” He posted a video con-
demning the government for
neglecting citizens’ employ-
ment concerns.

Ashoka also criticized IT-
BT Minister Mallikarjun
Kharge for ignoring technolog-
ical innovation, claiming his
focus remains on political in-
trigues, including controversial
matters unrelated to his portfo-
lio. This apathy, he argued, has
caused a 40 percent decline in
start-up investments, weaken-
ing Karnataka’s position as a
hub for innovation.

City begins plannmg for major pulse

BENGALURU

The Greater Bangalore Au-
thority (GBA) has begun
preparations for the National
Pulse Polio drive, scheduled
from December 21 to 24,
2025. GBA Chief Commis-
sioner Maheshwar Rao direct-
ed officials to create a de-
tailed micro plan to ensure
every child in the city re-
ceives polio drops safely and
on time.

Speaking at a meeting held
at the GBA head office, Rao
said the plan must fully cover
all four days of the campaign.
He stressed that awareness pro-

grams should be organised
across the city so every family
understands the importance of
Pulse Polio. He also instructed
officials to involve students
from nursing, medical, and
paramedical colleges as volun-
teers to support the drive.
Mobile vaccination teams
will be deployed in crowded

locations such as bus stands,
markets, metro and railway sta-
tions, malls, large parks, slums,
and other high-density areas.
These teams will help reach
families who may otherwise
miss the vaccination booths.

Special Commissioner Sur-
olkar Vikas Kishore said that
vaccination booths will oper-
ate on December 21 from 8
am to 5 pm. From December
22 to 24, health workers will
go door-to-door to ensure ev-
ery child is covered. Extra
focus will be given to slum
areas, migrant communities,
and other densely populated
pockets of the city.

polio drive

All children from birth to
five years must receive two
drops of the polio vaccine.
These will be available at
clinics, primary health cen-
tres, maternity and referral
hospitals, private hospitals,
and medical college hospitals.

Rao also instructed officials
to prepare the final list of ben-
eficiaries eligible for welfare
schemes under the five mu-
nicipal corporations of the
GBA. The meeting was at-
tended by senior commission-
ers, health officials, and other
department heads, who agreed
to coordinate efforts for a
smooth campaign.

'~ Celebration highlights Puttanna Kanagal’s cultural legacy |

BENGALURU

The rich cultural legacy of
legendary filmmaker Puttan-
na Kanagal was remembered
with deep respect during his
93rd birthday celebration
held at Kondajji Basappa
Hall. Speaking at the event,
Chief Minister’s Media Ad-
viser K.V. Prabhakar said
Puttanna Kanagal was a true
weaver of Kannada culture,
blending emotions, art, liter-
ature, and cinema in a unique
way.

The event was organised
by the Karnataka Film Direc-
tors Association, which also
honoured its Rajyotsava
Award recipients. Prabhakar
said Kanagal created a strong
bridge between literature and
cinema by bringing stories to
the screen with honesty and
depth. He noted that Kanagal
introduced readers to cinema
and viewers to literature, en-
riching both art forms.

Kanagal’s adaptations of
famous Kannada literary
works remain some of the

most respected films in the
industry. Movies like Shara-
panjara, Naagarahaavu, Bel-
li Moda, Gejje Pooje, Katha
Sangama, Manasa Saro-

vara, and Ranganayaki
were recalled as master-
pieces that showcased his
emotional strength and ar-
tistic fusion.

KSSKC chairperson promises
full support to pourakarmlkas

BENGALURU

A direct interaction meeting
was held in Jayanagar, where
Karnataka State Safai Karm-
achari Commission (KSSKC)
Chairperson P Raghu met
pourakarmikas, loaders,
cleaners, auto-tipper drivers
and other sanitation staff
working under Bengaluru
South City Corporation.
Workers shared many con-
cerns, such as lack of basic
facilities, delays in recruit-
ment, problems with compen-
sation for families of de-
ceased workers, PF issues,
biometric attendance errors,
pending wages and the short-
age of toilets and restrooms.
Raghu listened carefully to
every complaint and instruct-
ed officials to take quick ac-
tion. He said that there will be
no compromise on the facili-
ties that sanitation workers
are legally entitled to receive.
To support the workers, he
issued several directions. He
ordered officials to issue
pending appointment orders
within one week and to ex-
pand restroom facilities in
every ward. He stressed that
every mustering point must
have a restroom, toilet and

‘There will be no
compromise on the
facilities that sanitation
workers are legally
entitled to receive. very
mustering point must
have a restroom, toilet
and clean drinking water’

clean drinking water.

He warned that hotels re-
fusing toilet access to poura-
karmikas will face notices and
legal action. Public toilets in
parks must be maintained
well and made available for
workers. Cases of pending
salaries due to technical prob-
lems must be cleared immedi-
ately, and families of workers
who die while on duty must
receive compensation without
delay.

He added that compassion-
ate appointment cases are be-
ing considered by the govern-
ment and that compensation
of %10 lakh must reach fami-
lies properly.

Health check-ups every
three months and yearly
master check-ups must be
ensured. He asked officials
to coordinate with the Social
Welfare Department to pro-
vide required Sindhutva cer-
tificates. He also directed
the Labour Department to
ensure timely PF and ESI
payments.

Raghu urged senior officers
to treat sanitation workers
with respect. He shared a
meal with them, saying their
hard work keeps the city
clean and they must feel sup-
ported.

Winter effect: Bengaluru shivers in December drizzles

BENGALURU

Bengaluru is set for cooler
days ahead as the city experi-
ences a notable dip in tem-
peratures, with light to mod-
erate rain expected through
the first week of December.
The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) attributed the
change to Cyclone Ditwah
over the Bay of Bengal.

The IMD forecast generally
cloudy skies until Tuesday,
accompanied by mist in some
areas during early mornings.
Maximum temperatures are

expected to hover around
21-22°C, nearly six degrees
below the seasonal average of
26.9°C. Nighttime lows are
predicted at 18°C, slightly

Historically, Bengaluru’s
lowest December
temperature over
the last 15 years

was 12.8°C on December
24, 2011, and the

city’s all-time
low remains 7.8°C

recorded on
January 13, 1884

above the 15-year December
average of 16.4°C. On Sun-
day, Bengaluru recorded a
maximum of 21.6°C and a
minimum of 18.4°C, both be-

low normal.

Light rain with sustained
winds of 30—40 kmph is like-
ly on Monday, with similar
weather conditions persisting
for the rest of the week. While
Cyclone Ditwah caused se-
vere devastation in Sri Lanka,
it weakened into a depression
near India without making
landfall.

Since November 27, the
city’s temperatures have
dropped 2—-6 degrees below
normal due to cyclonic condi-
tions in the Bay of Bengal.
Historically, Bengaluru’s low-

est December temperature
over the last 15 years was
12.8°C on December 24,
2011, and the city’s all-time
low remains 7.8°C recorded
on January 13, 1884.

Residents are advised to
carry umbrellas and wear
warm clothing, as the unusual
chill and intermittent rains are
likely to continue, affecting
daily life and travel. The
weather shift offers a wel-
come break from Bengaluru’s
usual warmth but calls for
caution during wet and misty
mornings.

‘Bengaluru water tariffs
to increase every April’

BENGALURU

Bengaluru residents should
expect an annual hike in water
tariffs, the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) announced. Chair-
man Ram Prasat Manohar said
that starting next April, water
rates will be revised each year
in line with rising prices.

Last April, the board had
raised water rates by 1 paise
per litre, surprising many res-
idents. The new policy formal-
izes yearly adjustments to en-
sure the board meets its oper-

ational costs. Currently, BWS-
SB requires Rs 200 crore for
operations but collects only Rs
120 crore, creating a shortfall
that will now be addressed
through tariff increases.

Manohar added that rising
prices of construction materi-
als such as steel, cement, and
iron also contribute to the need
for higher rates. The Adminis-
trative Reform Department has
framed rules to implement the
annual revision, ensuring that
water tariffs remain aligned
with operational and infra-
structure costs.
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Fither Son
Crushed by Lorry

inRaichur

Raichur
On Monday, near the Yar-
amarus bypass on the
outskirts of the city, a lorry
ran over a father and son
who were standing by the
roadside, with the father
talking on his mobile
phone. Both died on the
spot. Nagappa (65) of
Yaramarus village and his
son Ramesh (36) died in-
stantly. The lorry ran over
Ramesh’s abdomen,
causing his body to be
badly mutilated. The lorry
was heading from the by-
pass road toward Shak-
tinagar. While taking a left
turn, the driver swerved to
avoid an oncoming vehi-
cle, and in the process,
the lorry veered onto the
roadside and ran over the
two men standing there.
The Rural police has
registered a case.

3 Children Reported
Missing; Parents
Appeal for Swift Action

Kalaburagi
Three children—Sanga-
mesh (14), Aditya (14),
and Siddu (15)—have
gone missing from Yamu-
na Nagar Colony in Kala-
buragi. The children left
home on November 29 at
5:30 PM, saying they
would return shortly, but
have not come back
since. Despite searching
throughout the night, the
parents could not locate
them, raising serious con-
cern. A case has now
been registered at M.B.
Nagar Police Station, and
the police have launched
immediate efforts to trace
the missing children. Au-
thorities confirmed the
update at 6 AM on
Monday December.

Bike collides with truck, two

seriously injured in accident

Two seriously injured after a bike collides with a truck carrying glass

RAICHURU

A serious accident occurred
near Seethanagar Camp in
Raichuru district when a bike
collided with a truck carrying
glass, causing the truck to
overturn and spill shattered
glass across the road. Two
riders from Hosuru village,
identified as Ayyanna and
Amaresh, sustained critical
injuries in the mishap. They
were returning after submit-
ting wedding invitations to
relatives when the collision
took place.

According to reports, the
bikers were traveling from Sir-
war to Raichuru when a truck
had stopped to unload glass.
During this time, the bike col-
lided with the truck, leading the
driver to lose control and over-
turn. Glass shards scattered
widely on the road, creating
hazardous conditions resem-
bling flowing water.

Both injured riders were

*a-‘

1mmed1ate1y admitted to

RIMS Hospital, where they
are receiving treatment for se-
rious injuries. The accident
caused a significant traffic
jam, forcing vehicles to take
detours onto adjacent land to
continue their journey.
Authorities from Raichuru
Rural Police Station have reg-
istered a case in connection

with the incident. Investiga-

tion is underway to determine
the exact cause of the colli-
sion and whether negligence
on the part of the truck driver
or bikers contributed to the
accident. Local residents and
commuters were advised to
exercise caution while travel-
ing through the affected area
due to the glass shards still

littering the road.

This incident highlights the
dangers of overloaded or im-
properly handled cargo and
the importance of careful
driving, especially on busy
rural roads. Police have urged
drivers and transport opera-
tors to follow safety protocols
strictly to prevent similar
accidents in the future.

Glittering Jidaga Matha, a Tourist
Attraction with Beautiful Gardens

ALANDA

The garden full of flowering
plants, the wide roads, and the
artistic carvings in the prem-
ises of Jidaga Navakalyana
Matha have turned it into a
tourist attraction that capti-
vates the minds of devotees.
Especially for the 41st Guru-
vandana Mahotsava of
Peethadhipathi Murughara-
jendra Swamiji, the matha has
been decorated with sparkling
electric illumination.

Over the past three years,
under the special care of
Peethadhipathi Murughara-
jendra Swamiji, the matha has
developed gardens, flower
beds, and thousands of plants,
turning the area into an arbo-
retum that brings joy to the
hearts of visitors. Carvings of

a farmer’s ox cart, a pair of
oxen, a calf ready to drink
milk from a cow, an elderly
couple sitting under a tree,
and at the main entrance,
carvings of elephants, pea-
cocks, deer, and soldiers
ready for battle have become
major attractions.
Surrounded by hills, the
matha is now gaining a new
look. The Bhakta Bhavana,
Dasoha House, House of
Knowledge, and Guru Nilayas

are all glowing with greenery.
A 100-foot-high national flag-
pole has been installed on the
upper part of the matha.

The wide main road with
streetlights, flower-filled plants,
and welcome arches add to the
beauty. Basavaraj Hiremath in-
formed that ornamental flowers
and plants from various gar-
dens across the country — in-
cluding Bengaluru, Mysuru,
Pune, and Jaipur — are being
grown at the Shri Matha.

Police Exhume
9-Year-Old Grave
to Investigate Case
KALABURAGI

Kalaburagi City Police have
launched a fresh investigation
by exhuming the 9-year-old
grave of Beerappa in Kadani
village, located in Kalaburagi
Taluk. The move comes as part
of a deeper inquiry into a mur-
der case that had initially been
investigated by Farahabad po-
lice. The original case involved
Beerappa’s wife and her lover
conspiring to murder him. Re-
ports indicate that Beerappa’s
wife, Shantabai, had an illicit
relationship with a man named
Siddu. She allegedly killed her
husband and attempted to pres-
ent his death as natural. Subse-
quent investigations revealed
that Shantabai had actively col-
laborated with her lover to plan
and execute the murder.

‘Bhima Nade’ Parade: Display
of ! Blue Strength Harmony

CHITTAPUR

Under the leadership of the
Constitution Protection Com-
mittee, the ‘Bhima Nade’ pa-
rade began in the town on
Monday at 2:40 PM.

This ‘Bhima Nade’ pa-
rade, held as an alternative
to the RSS uniformed
march conducted on No-
vember 16, conveyed the
message of “Blue Strength”
and interfaith harmony. The
parade, which was sup-
posed to start at 11:30 AM,
finally began at 2:40 PM at
Chittavali Chowk. Slogans
praising the Constitution
and Dr. Ambedkar echoed
through the streets.

Hundreds of participants
dressed in white shirts, kha-

ki pants, and blue caps
marched in a disciplined
manner. The public show-
ered flowers on them as a
mark of respect, and wom-
en too joined in honoring
the marchers. People stood
on both sides of the streets
along the parade route and
watched the event with en-
thusiasm.

Stage Prepared

After the parade, a public
meeting is scheduled to be
held at the Bajaj Kalyan
Mantap in the town, for
which a large stage has been
set up. Dalit leader Shivar-
udra Binni stated that the
Bhima Nade program will be
recorded as a historic event
in the town of Chittapur.

Disease Affects More
Than IOO Trees in Almattl

ALMATTI

In the Almatti dam site area,
known as the “Kashi of
Plants,” a large number of
neem trees are drying up, and
their leaves have turned yellow.

Neem, known for its strong
disease-resistant properties and
widely used as medicine for
many ailments, is now facing a
serious threat. Although there
are thousands of different plant
species in the area, only the
neem trees are affected by this
disease. Their leaves have com-
pletely dried up.

Presently, dozens of neem
trees along both sides of the
road from Almatti Railway
Station to Jawahar Navodaya
School have dried up com-
pletely. Similarly, the neem
trees planted along the Seeti-
mani route (railway track)
from Almatti are also dry.
This disease has gradually
spread from small neem
plants to large trees that are
nearly 20 years old.

More than 100 neem trees
in Almatti have been infected,
while the remaining neem

trees are still green. However,
they too are at risk of being
affected.

Demand for Tree Protection
“Experts must inspect the dis-
ease and find out the cause.
Appropriate chemical spray-
ing should be carried out on
the infected trees to protect
them. The KBJNL and Forest
Department must take imme-
diate action to prevent the dis-
ease from spreading to
healthy trees,” demanded
Karave Almatti Unit President
Fatte Saheb Chand, Vice Pres-
ident Chandrashekhar Her-
akalla, and others.

AIDSO Opposes Closure
of Government Schools

YADGIR

Speaking at the 135th death
anniversary of Mahatma Jy-
otirao Phule and the AIDSO
district convention held in
Yadgir city, AIDSO state
president Ashwini K.S.
strongly opposed the closure
of government schools.

“We will not allow govern-
ment schools to be closed in
the name of KPS schools,”
said AIDSO State President
Ashwini K.S. She was speak-

ing after participating in the
program organized at the
Siddalingeshwar College in
Yadgir city as part of the
135th death anniversary of
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule and
the AIDSO district conven-
tion.

She said, “Earlier, when the
government moved to close
government schools in the
state, students successfully
resisted the anti-student poli-
cy by collecting 50 lakh sig-
natures.

Tea Mosquito Bug Disease
“The reason neem trees in Al-
matti and surrounding areas
are drying up is due to a dis-
ease called the ‘Tea Mosquito
Bug.’ These insects target
only neem trees and suck the
sap from the branches and
stems. They inject enzymes
that destroy plant tissues,
causing the leaves and stems
to turn reddish-brown and ap-
pear scorched,” said RFO
Mahesh Patil of the Almatti
Forest Department. “We have
inspected the infected trees.
There is no damage to the
roots; only the branches and
leaves are affected.

CHRISTMAS EXPRESS TRAINS

Revappayya Mutyara
was an unparalleled
Sharana of this land’

BHALKI

Former MLA Prakash Khan-
dre remarked that Sadguru
Revappayya Mutyara was an
unparalleled Sharana this land
has ever seen. He was speak-
ing after inaugurating the
Agni Pooje and Pallakki Utsa-
va organized as part of the
89th Jatra Mahotsav of Sad-
guru Revappayya, the great
Shivasharana, at Navadagi
village in the taluk.

He said, “Sadguru Revap-
payya, renowned as one of the
last Shivasharanas of the 12th
century, was indeed an ex-
traordinary saint. All the
words he spoke hold true
even today. He was a miracu-
lous personality, and the
greatness of such a revered
Shivasharana is immeasur-
able. It is by the strength of
his blessings that all of us are
safe here today.”

Industrialist Rachappa Patil
said that the social work of
Sadguru Revappayya Mutyara
remains relevant even today.

GO

“For a Clean India and a Beautiful
India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has worked tirelessly and

has elevated India to a high
position in the national economy.
The Prime Minister extends
unwavering support to religious
programs. The youth must take
inspiration from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.”.

—Prakash Khandre,
Former MLA, Bhalki

Gram Panchayat President
Rajashekhar Biradar presided
over the program. Shivaku-
mar Tamasinige, Shreemal-
lasoore, Yashwant Sherikar,
Havayya Swami, Shivakumar
Kalyanarav Swami, Pradeep
Patil, Mallikarjun Sherikar,
Shivaraj Biradar, Revanyyas-
wami Rajeswar, and Mallikar-
jun Kanakatte were present.
Baburao Gudda welcomed the
gathering, Jayaraj Dabashetti
conducted the proceedings,
and Suryakant Biradar pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

Vijayapura Protests for
Govt Medical College Gains

VIJAYAPURA

A massive protest rally was
organized in the city with sup-
port from various district or-
ganizations, demanding the
establishment of a govern-
ment medical college in Vi-
jayapura.

The protest rally began at
11 a.m. from Shivaji Circle
and proceeded through Gand-
hi Chowk, Saraf Bazaar,
Ameer Theater, Siddeshwara
Temple, Gandhi Chowk,
Basaveshwara Circle, and cul-
minated in a public meeting at
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Circle.

Students, workers, women’s
groups, Dalit organizations,
farmers’ associations,
traders, and representatives of
political parties participated in
the rally, informed agitation
committee member Anil Hosa-
mani.

Support for the Movement
Bengaluru college students
participated in the sit-in pro-
test at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Circle and extended support
to the agitation led by the
Committee for the Govern-
ment Medical College.
Student Rajesh said that a

government medical college
is essential for the education
of children from poor, back-
ward, and agricultural labor
families, and urged the gov-
ernment to start the college
immediately.

Student Nipooja stated that
many parents cannot afford
the extremely high fees for
medical courses. Buying seats
with large donations is not
possible for everyone. If the
government starts a medical
college, it will help students
from all backgrounds pursue
higher education.

Students such as Kanishka,
Matthew, Ramzan, Anushree,
Shruti, Jackson, Darshan,
Akhila, Isha, Pooja, and many
others participated. Members
of the agitation committee
were also present.

“Ministers Should

Apply Pressure”

KPCC spokesperson S.M. Pa-
til Ganihar insisted, “District
ministers M.B. Patil and
Shivananda Patil must come
together, discuss the matter of
establishing a government
medical college, and collec-
tively put pressure on the
government.”

I Will Prove Electoral Fraud
in Aland, B.R. Patil Challenges

KALABURAGI

B.R. Patil, Vice President of the State Planning Commission and Al-
and MLA, expressed his objections to the action taken by 272 intel-
lectuals—including retired judges S.N. Dhingra and Nirmal Kaur—
who wrote a letter to Rahul Gandhi regarding alleged electoral fraud.
He urged them to visit Aland and personally verify the situation.
Speaking at a press conference held at Patrika Bhavan in the city, he
said that the intellectuals who wrote about the alleged electoral fraud
should come to our taluk, observe the locations where fraud alleged-
ly occurred, and understand the tactics used in the process firsthand.

Christmas Celebratwn Speczal B'luru-Bidar Train Service

RAICHUR

A special express train service
will operate between Bengal-
uru Cantonment and Bidar via
Kalaburagi and Raichur in
view of the Christmas cele-
brations. Train number 06291,
the Bengaluru Cantonment—
Bidar Special Express, will
leave Bengaluru Cantonment
on December 24 at 9:15 PM
and arrive in Bidar the fol-
lowing day at 11:30 AM. In
the return direction, the Bi-

dar—Bengaluru Cantonment
Special Express, numbered
06292, will depart from Bidar

on December 25 at 1:00 PM
and reach Bengaluru Canton-
ment early the next morning

at 4:00 AM.

The train will stop at sever-
al major stations along the
route, including Yelahanka,
Hindupur, Dharmavaram,
Anantapur, Guntakal, Adoni,
Mantralayam Road, Raichur,
Krishna, Yadgir, Wadi, Sha-
habad, Kalaburagi, and Hum-
nabad. This temporary service
aims to provide festive-season
convenience to passengers
traveling between these
regions.

Reservations for both the

onward and return journeys
have already been opened to
the public.

Former Railway Advisory
Committee member Baburao
informed that passengers
can book their tickets through
the usual railway booking
channels. This special service
is expected to ease holiday
travel pressure and offer
an additional travel option for
commuters heading
home during the Christmas
period.
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LL student diesin
bike~jeep collision
near Beluru

Hassan
A tragic accident near
Hiriasade village in Beluru
taluk claimed the life of
22-year-old Chandan, an
LLB student. The incident
occurred when a jeep
transporting labourers
collided head-on with the
bike on which Chandan
was travelling to college.
The impact was so severe
that he died on the spot.
Bharath, who was riding
pillion, sustained serious
injuries and has been ad-
mitted to the hospital for
treatment. The accident
took place within the ju-
risdiction of the Arehalli
Police Sta-tion. Officers
visited the scene and
conducted aninspection.
Heart-wrenching scenes
unfolded as the victim’s
parents broke downin
grief beside the body.

10-year-old boy
drowns while
swimming with friends

Ballari
A tragic incident unfold-
ed at Bandihalliin
Hagaribommanahalli ta-
luk of Vijayanagar dis-
trict, where a 10-year-old
boy drowned while
swimming in a lake with
his friends. The de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Prithvi, son of
teacher U. Gonibasappa.
He was a Class 4 student
at Rashtrotthana
Vidyakéndra (CBSE).
Prithvi had gone to the
lake along with five
classmates for a swim.
While in the water, both
Prithvi and another boy,
Akash, began drowning.
Nearby shep-herds no-
ticed the boys struggling
and managed to save
Akash. Unfortunately,
they could not rescue
Prithviin time. A case
has been registered at
the Hagaribommanahalli
police station, and fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway.

Students expelled for wearing

mala; Hindu leaders protest

A Chikkamagaluru college sparked controversy after expelling two students
for wearing Ayyappa mala, prompting outrage from Hindu leaders

CHIKKAMAGALURU

In Chikkamagaluru, a contro-
versy erupted at a private col-
lege after two students wearing
the Ayyappa Swamy mala were
asked to leave the campus. The
students, who had worn black
at-tire along with their college
uniforms, were told by the ad-
ministration to remove the
mala before entering, following
which they were stopped out-
side the college.

The incident triggered
strong reactions from Hindu
organisations. Leaders from
the Bajrang Dal, BJP District
President Devaraj Shetty, and

Yuva Morcha President San-
tosh visited the college and
criticised the administration.
They questioned why the col-
lege objected to the mala
while al-lowing other reli-
gious symbols, asking,
“When students come wear-

ing burkhas, you stay silent.
Why create an issue now?”
College authorities claimed
that a new rule had been im-
plemented this year prohibit-
ing the wear-ing of the mala
on campus. However, the
Hindu leaders countered that

this was not a govern-ment
directive but an internally im-
posed decision. They argued
that even government officials
wear the mala while on duty
and insisted that such tradi-
tions cannot be restricted
without valid reason.

The situation intensified
when the activists raised
Ayyappa chants inside the
principal’s office, expressing
their anger. After heated dis-
cussions, the college adminis-
tration eventually agreed to
allow the students back into
their classes, bringing tempo-
rary relief to the tense atmo-
sphere.

Students
detained during
job demand
protest

DHARWAD

In Dharwad, a group of
job-seeking students staged a
protest rally at Srinagar Cir-
cle, demanding employment
opportunities. Despite the po-
lice department denying per-
mission for the demons-
tra-tion, the organisation Jan
Samanyara Vedike went
ahead with the protest. Au-
thorities had warned the or-
ganisers not to proceed with-
out clearly outlining the ral-
ly’s plan, but the group ig-
nored the directive.

The protest began at Sri-
nagar Circle without official
approval, leading to slogans
against the state government
as students expressed their
frustration over unemploy-
ment. Police quickly in-
ter-vened, detaining several
participants for violating reg-
ulations.

The situation escalated into
high drama in the busy junc-
tion, drawing public attention.
Police Commissioner N. Sha-
shikumar arrived at the spot
to take stock of the situation
and ensure or-der.

With tensions running high,
the incident highlights the
growing unrest among youth
over job con-cerns and the
tightening stance of authori-
ties on unauthorised protests
in the city.

Parameshwar’s sudden
visit to Kodimath sparks
political curiosity

HASSAN

In a move that has drawn
widespread attention, Karna-
taka Home Minister G.
Parameshwar made an unan-
nounced visit to the Kodimath
in Harnahalli village of Ar-
sikere taluk, Hassan district.
Without informing local Con-
gress leaders, the Home Min-
ister arrived quietly, accom-
panied only by MLA and
Home Committee Chairman
K.M. Shivalingegowda and a
few close associates.

During the visit, Paramesh-
war sought the blessings of
Kodimath seer Sri Shivanan-
da Shivayogi Rajendra Swa-
miji. Sources suggest that the
meeting included a private
discussion between the two,
during which Parameshwar
reportedly sought guidance

about future developments.

The timing of this sudden
visit has raised eyebrows in
political circles. With an in-
tense battle for the Chief Min-
ister’s post currently under-
way, Parameshwar’s quiet trip
to the influential math has
sparked speculation about
whether it is connected to the
ongoing power struggle with-
in the government.

Although no official state-
ment has been released re-
garding the nature of the dis-
cussion, observers believe
Parameshwar’s outreach to
the math could be an effort to
gain spiritual backing or to
gauge support during this crit-
ical phase. His unexpected
appearance has added yet an-
other layer of intrigue to Kar-
nataka’s evolving political
landscape.

Kolhapur’s Kanneri Math seer, Adrushya Kadasiddheshwar Swamiji,
sparked controversy by calling saffron-clad Lingayat seers “Basava
Talibanis” during a Bajrang Dal Hanuma Mala event

Kanneri Swamiji sparks fresh
controversy targeting Lingayat seers

BELAGAVI

Kolhapur’s Kanneri Math
seer, Adrushya Kadasiddhesh-
war Swamiji, has once again
stirred con-troversy with a
provocative statement. Speak-
ing at a Hanuma Mala initia-
tion event organised by Ba-
jrang Dal in Raibag town of
Belagavi district, he referred
to saffron-clad Lingayat seers
as “Basava Talibanis,” draw-
ing sharp criticism.

Explaining the spiritual sig-
nificance of the Hanuma
mala, he said it acts like an
inner “policeman” that stops
devotees from wrongdoing.
He joked that if someone
wearing the mala tries to ap-
proach a liquor shop or wan-
der towards inappropriate
places, the mala reminds them
of their vow.
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He added that people trav-
elling to Pandharpur wear a
similar mala, which guides
them to-wards good conduct.

However, the Swamiji’s re-
marks took a controversial
turn when he claimed that
communists and “Basava Tal-
ibanis” in saffron robes criti-
cise the tradition of wearing
the mala. His statement was
perceived as a direct attack on
certain Lingayat seers.

Continuing his criticism, he
said some swamijis oppose
devotional practices while be-
having irre-sponsibly them-
selves. “Why should such
people run mutts? Why mis-
use monastic life?”” he ques-
tioned, adding that those who
cannot uphold discipline
should leave their religious
positions. He further accused
a few of abandoning spiritual
conduct at night and visiting
hotels and bars.

This is not the first time
Kanneri Swamiji has made
contentious comments. His
earlier remarks targeting var-
ious religious traditions led to
entry bans in districts like Vi-
jayapura. His latest speech
has reignited debates about
the conduct of seers and the
boundaries of religious com-
mentary in Karnataka.

HC Balakrishna
slams HDK for
remarks on seers

RAMANAGARA

Ramanagara MLA HC Bal-
akrishna strongly criticised
former Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy for his recent
comments suggesting that
seers should avoid political
involvement and focus only
on protecting religion. Ad-
dressing a press conference,
Balakrishna said Kumaras-
wamy must stop making “ca-
sual and disrespectful re-
marks” about revered seers.

He questioned whether Ku-
maraswamy and his father,
former PM HD Deve Gowda,
would have reached
top positions without
the blessings of the
very same seers he
now comments
about. “When Ku-
maraswamy became
Chief Minister, did he
do so without the blessings of
the seers? Is he now claiming
to be some self-proclaimed
divine figure?” Balakrishna
asked sharply.

Recalling his early political
days, Balakrishna said that
during the Chennareddy
Commission pro-test years
ago, the movement was led by
the Chunchanagiri seer, and
that struggle eventually
helped make Deve Gowda the
Chief Minister. “Back then,
Kumaraswamy benefitted
from the support of seers.

<
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HC Balakrishna
criticises HD
Kumaraswamy’s
remarks on seers,
questioning whether
Deve Gowda and
Kumaraswamy rose to
power without their
blessings

Now, how can he belittle
them?”” he questioned.

Responding to Kumaras-
wamy’s comments on a So-
called “November Revolution,”
Balakrishna dismissed the idea,
saying no such revolu-
tion currently exists.
He asserted that lead-
ers are pre-paring for
the political battles
ahead in 2028.

Speaking about the
ongoing debate over
the internal agreement be-
tween the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister, Bal-
akrishna said there is no need
to publicly discuss the details
at this stage. “When the time
is right, all doubts and curios-
ity will be addressed,” he as-
sured.

Balakrishna’s remarks have
added a new dimension to the
political tension between
JD(S) lead-ers and party crit-
ics, particularly over the per-
ceived role of religious insti-
tutions in Karnataka poli-tics.

Burglars steal gold worth
344.60 lakh from home

UDUPI

A major burglary was reported in Inolkadu, Udupi, on Saturday
night after thieves broke into a house and escaped with gold
ornaments worth ¥44.60 lakh. Shaila Wilhelmina (53) and her
fami-ly had finished dinner and gone to sleep when the incident
occurred. The burglars allegedly en-tered the house and opened
a cupboard in one of the rooms, stealing 368 grams of gold
jewel-lery kept inside. The theft came to light the next morning
when the family searched for the or-naments while getting
ready for church. A complaint has been registered at the Udupi
Town Po-lice Station, and an investigation is underway to trace
the culprits and recover the stolen valua-bles.

HIV patients’ privacy must
be protected: Judge Santosh

SHIVAMOGGA

At the World AIDS Day pro-
gramme held at the IMA Hall
of Meggan Hospital in Shiva-
mogga, Senior Civil Judge and
District Legal Services Au-
thority Member-Secretary
Santosh A.S. emphasised that
the privacy of individuals liv-
ing with HIV cannot be dis-
closed without their explicit
consent. Doing so, he cau-
tioned, constitutes a violation
of the protected person’s rights
as defined under the law.

He explained that Section
2(s) of the Act identifies three
categories as “protected per-
sons”: individuals living
with HIV, those who previ-
ously lived with them, and
those currently living with
them. Any breach of privacy
can invite strict legal penal-
ties, including imprisonment
ranging from three months
to two years and fines up to
X1 lakh. He added that
HIV-infected individuals can
seek assistance through the
Legal Services Clinic, which
offers guidance through pan-
el lawyers.

The event was jointly or-
ganised by the District Legal

Services Authority, district
administration, health depart-
ment, police, medical associ-
ations, NGOs, and nursing
institutions under the theme
“Ending Barriers to HIV/
AIDS Prevention.”

District AIDS Control Offi-
cer Dr. Nagesh B.P. said Shi-
vamogga has 121 counselling
and testing centres. During
2024-25, about 1,32,868 peo-
ple underwent HIV testing,
and 249 tested positive. Un-
der the EV THS programme,
31,688 pregnant women were
tested, and eight cases were
detected. Awareness efforts
are being carried out in
schools, colleges, and com-
munities through Red Ribbon
Clubs, blood donation drives,
competitions, marathons, dra-
mas, and social media out-
reach.

Earlier, Principal District
and Sessions Judge Manju-
nath G.A. inaugurated an
awareness rally from the dis-
trict court premises to the
IMA Hall. The programme
saw participation from health
officials, students, NGOs, and
various organisations working
toward HIV prevention and
awareness.

TUMAKURU

Two temple hundis robbed on th

Tumakuru district witnessed a
worrying rise in theft inci-
dents, with two temples tar-
geted on the same day. The
first case occurred at the Mal-
likarjuna Swamy Temple in
Tiptur, where a thief attempt-
ed to break open the temple’s
hundi. He sneaked into the
premises after locking the
tem-ple manager’s house
from outside, damaged the
CCTYV cameras, and then en-

Shivamogga police intensify
crackdown on ganja and narcotics

SHIVAMOGGA

The Shivamogga district po-
lice have adopted a strict ze-
ro-tolerance policy toward
ganja use, sale, transport, cul-
tivation, and storage, declar-
ing all such activities as seri-
ous punishable offenc-es.
Addressing the media, Super-
intendent of Police G.K.
Mithun Kumar said compre-
hensive measures have been
taken across the district to
curb narcotics at the grass-
roots level.

In 2025 alone, Shivamogga
city registered 563 ganja con-
sumption cases, and action was
taken against 671 individuals.
Additionally, 85 cases related
to illegal sale, transport, and
cultivation were recorded, with
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tered the sanctum area to loot
the donations.

However, the manager grew
suspicious and alerted neigh-

65 accused booked.

To reinforce enforcement,
special patrol teams, ar-
ea-domination units, and QRT
teams operated from 6 pm to
10 pm daily in sensitive
zones. Suspected users were
taken for medical tests, and
those confirmed positive were
booked under the NDPS Act.
A total of 519 operations were
con-ducted in 2025, with
2,796 people tested—279 of
whom were confirmed users
and charged ac-cordingly.

Police also used drones to
identify ganja cultivation in
forest areas, filing three cases
and arrest-ing six accused.
Under the Drug-Free Karna-
taka campaign, officers con-
ducted awareness pro-grams
in educational institutions,

explaining the Drug-Free
Karnataka app, toll-free help-
line 1098, and the MANASA
portal 1933. Over 613 aware-
ness programs reached 52,000
students. Police held
bi-monthly inter-departmental
meetings to strengthen coor-
dination. SP Mithun Kumar
also detailed the swift detec-
tion of the Basamma murder
case in Kumsi, where two ac-
cused were arrested and sto-
len gold recovered.

He advised elderly citizens
living alone to install alarm
systems and CCTV cameras
for safety. Traffic reforms are
also underway in Shivamog-
ga, with key congestion
points identified for im-
proved lighting, CCTV cover-
age, and security deployment.

bours. When locals rushed to
the tem-ple, they caught the
thief red-handed. Before be-
ing handed over to the police,
the public thrashed him for
attempting to steal from a
holy place. Police recovered
two stolen gold chains, along
with tools such as an iron rod,
knife, and screwdriver used
for the break-in.

In another incident the
same day, thieves targeted the
Anjaneya Swamy Temple at
Yakkalakette village in Gubbi

e same day in district

taluk. CCTV footage captured
the masked thieves entering
the temple with an iron rod.
They forcibly broke open the
hundi and escaped with the
collected offerings.

A case has been registered
at the Cheluru Police Station,
and efforts are underway to
trace the culprits. Both inci-
dents have sparked concern
among residents, who are urg-
ing authorities to in-crease
security around temples in the
district.
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Freetraining workshop
onagricultural
machinery

Chitradurga
A three-day free training
workshop on agricultural
machinery will be con-
ducted from December 4
to 6, jointly organized by
the District Agricultural
Training Centre, Babbur,
and the Agricultural Ma-
chinery Testing and Train-
ing Centre. The workshop
will cover the impor-
tance, usage, and main-
tenance of various farm-
ing equipment. On the
first day, Dr. Sharanappa
Jangadi will brief farmers
on agricultural and horti-
cultural machinery, while
irrigation expert Devaraj
from Tumakuru will ex-
plain efficient water
management using drip
and sprinkler systems.
The second day will fea-
ture technical sessions
on tractor-operated im-
plements, waste man-
agement tools, crop pro-
tection equipment, diesel
pump sets, nano-fertiliz-
ers, and drone usage by
experts from local organ-
izations and IFCO.

‘Anna Suvidha’ scheme
delivers rationto
seniors’ doorsteps

Chitradurga
The Food, Civil Supplies,
and Consumer Affairs De-
partment has launched
the “Anna Suvidha”
scheme to deliver ration
directly to the homes of
senior citizens aged 75
and above who hold sin-
gle-member ration cards.
Announced in the last
state budget, the scheme
ensures that eligible sen-
iors receive essential food
supplies without visiting
the shops. In Chitradurga
district, 6,295 sin-
gle-member ration card-
holders have been identi-
fied. Distribution will cov-
er all taluks: Challakere
(1,514 cards), Chitradurga
(1,706), Hiriyuru (1,460),
Holalkere (866), Hosa-
durga (912), and Mo-
lakalmuru (437). Ration
shop owners will collect
OTP-based consent from
beneficiaries between the
1st and 5th of each month
and deliver supplies from
the 6th to 15th, verifying
recipients through OTP
and biometric checks.
Even those exempt from
biometric verification will
receive rations under the
scheme. Shop owners are
compensated 50 per
card for home delivery.
The department urges
senior citizens to take ad-
vantage of the “Anna Su-
vidha” program to receive
their monthly ration con-
veniently at their door-
steps.

 Fair price shop licenses cannot
 betransferred: HC reiterates

The Karnataka High Court has reaffirmed that fair price shop licences are non-
transferable, d|sm|ssmg a petition seeklng authorisation transfer

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has once again made it clear
that the licence or authorisa-
tion granted to operate a fair
price shop under the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
cannot be transferred from
one person to another under
any circumstances.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
delivered the ruling while dis-
missing a petition filed by
Lakshmamma, who had ap-
proached the court seeking to
quash an endorsement issued
by authorities rejecting her
request for transfer of the fair
price shop authorisation. She
had sought directions to con-
sider her representation and
allow the licence to be trans-
ferred in her favour.

A AT,

The court examined Rule

13 of the Karnataka Essential
Commodities (Public Distri-
bution System) Control Or-
der, 1992, which governs the
functioning of fair price shops
across the state. Citing the ex-
plicit provisions of the rule,
the judge noted that the law

categorically prohibits both
the transfer of authorisation
by an existing licence holder
and the operation of a shop by
any transferee on behalf of
the authorised dealer.

The bench stated: “A perus-
al of Rule 13 and the Proviso
would indicate that no autho-

rized dealer shall assign or
transfer his authorization to
any other person and no per-
son shall carry on business as
a transferee or otherwise on
behalf of such authorized deal-
er.” On this basis, the court
held that Lakshmamma’s re-
quest had no legal backing.
Since there is a clear statutory
bar on such transfers, the peti-
tioner had no vested right to
seek one, and therefore, the
court could not issue a manda-
mus directing authorities to
consider her request.

With these observations, the
High Court dismissed the pe-
tition, reinforcing its earlier
stance that fair price shop au-
thorisations are non-transfer-
able and must remain solely
with the person to whom they
were originally granted.
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M1d -day meal workers stage
protest demanding wage hike
MANGALURU

Mid-day meal workers in Mangaluru launched an
indefinite dharna on Monday in front of the Mini
Vidhana Soudha, demanding that the Union Gov-
ernment increase their wages and implement a fair
minimum wage. The protest was organised under
the banner of CITU, with workers raising slogans
condemning what they described as the Centre’s
inhuman treatment of employees who play a cru-
cial role in school nutrition programmes.

Inaugurating the dharna, senior trade union lead-
er J. Balakrishna Shetty said that mid-day meal
workers, who are already struggling with extreme-
ly low wages and harsh working conditions, cannot
survive on the current honorarium of 34,500. He
criticised the government for showing disrespect
under the name of “honorarium” and urged work-
ers to intensify their fight for dignity and fair pay.

CITU Dakshina Kannada district general secre-
tary Sunil Kumar Bajal noted that the mid-day
meal scheme was introduced in 2001, but since the
Narendra Modi government came to power in
2014, the Centre has gradually reduced its finan-
cial contribution. Although official orders describe
the work as four hours per day, workers across
India put in nearly eight hours daily, he said, add-
ing that successive governments have remained
silent on their plight.

District president of the Mid-Day Meal Workers’
Association, Padmavathi Shetty, demanded that the
upcoming budget include the implementation of
minimum wages, the scheme must not be priva-
tised under any circumstances, and workers should
be recognised as permanent government employ-
ees with all statutory benefits as recommended by
the ILC.

Speakers Jayanta Nayak and Vasudeva Uchchil
also addressed the gathering. The protest was led
by CITU leaders Yogesh Jappinamogaru, Sundar
Kumpala, and several women workers from the
mid-day meal workforce.

‘T'am unaware of who blocked my

World AIDS Day: Street
play raises awareness

MANDYA

On World AIDS Day, a street play
was organized at Mamateya Madilu,
MIMS campus, by Krishaka Alli-
ance Club, Parisara Alliance Club,
and Mandavya Alliance Club. The
event was inaugurated by K.T. Ha-
numantu, president of Nanjamma
Motegowda Charitable Trust, with a
ceremonial tomato-breaking ritual.
Speaking at the event, he empha-
sized that HIV is a virus and AIDS
is a fatal disease. It can spread
through unprotected sexual contact,
contaminated syringes, or reuse of
needles during tattoos. He stressed

that HIV is not immediately deadly,
and early diagnosis and treatment
are essential. Awareness and educat-
ing others about the disease are cru-
cial to prevention.

The street play, performed by art-
ists Vairamudi, Basavaraju, Shobha
P. Gowda, Shekhar Haniyambadi,
Nagaraju, Vinuta, and Pooja, effec-
tively highlighted HIV/AIDS aware-
ness. Several community leaders,
including Alliance Governor Chan-
drashekhar, Dhananjay Darasa-
guppe, Shivkumar, Arunanand, Man-
gal Yogesh, Pratibhanjali David, and
teacher Shashidhar Echagere, attend-
ed the event, supporting the cause.

Chitradurga students selected
for taluk-level Pratibha Karanji

CHITRADURGA

Students of K.R. Halli Morarji Desai
Residential School in Bharamasagar
have excelled in the recently held
Cluster-Level Pratibha Karanji and
Kalotsava competitions (Phase 2 and
3), securing first place in multiple
events and earning selection to the
taluk-level competitions.

In the primary category,
sixth-grader T. Priya won first place
in patriotic song, seventh-grader V.
Sinchana in mimicry, V.M. Navya in

poetry recitation, M. Dikshit in essay
writing, P. Keertana in drawing, A.S.
Ranjita in devotional song, and S.
Saujanya in English elocution.

In the high school category,
tenth-grader H. Chinmayi secured
first place in English speech, while
ninth-grader M. Deepa won first
place in folk song. Ninth-grader
Naveen S achieved third place in
mimicry. Additionally, nine students
from the school earned second-place
positions in various events, and three
students secured third place.

Kolar pohce enforce
compulsory helmet rule

KOLAR

From December 1, the Kolar
police have made it mandato-
ry for both two-wheeler riders
and pillion riders to wear hel-
mets, launching a strict en-
forcement drive across the
district. Officers were seen on
roads fining riders without
helmets and impounding ve-
hicles, while those caught
without helmets were provid-
ed one and allowed to pro-
ceed after paying the fine.

In a bid to encourage com-
pliance, the police also dis-
tributed roses to riders wear-
ing helmets, appreciating their
responsible behavior. Kolar
SP Nikhil B emphasized that
the initiative aims to reduce
bike accidents and promote
road safety, urging the public
to cooperate and avoid fines.

The police have been con-
ducting awareness campaigns
at bus stands, schools, and
colleges, highlighting the im-
portance of helmet use. Initial
responses have been encour-
aging, with around 75 percent
of riders complying on the
first day.

Kolar police have
made helmets
mandatory for two-
wheeler riders and
pillion passengers
from December 1,
conducting fines,
vehicle seizures, and
awareness drives

Statistics show 284 fatali-
ties in bike accidents in 2024,
with 238 deaths reported so
far in 2025, underscoring the
urgency of the measure. Au-
thorities have also warned
that the helmet rule will be
strictly enforced for pillion
riders. Meanwhile, some hel-
met vendors are reportedly
charging inflated prices, tak-
ing advantage of increased
demand. The police appeal to
the public to prioritize safety
and follow the law to prevent
accidents and save lives.

The drive reflects Kolar po-
lice’s commitment to road
safety, aiming to instill re-
sponsible riding habits and
ensure compliance with traffic
regulations across the district.

Elderly couple found
dead in rented house

CHIKKABALLAPUR

In a tragic incident, an elderly
couple was found dead in
their rented home in Poolam-
palli village of Gudibande
taluk, Chikkaballapur district.
The couple, 70-year-old Ash-
watthappa and his 60-year-old
wife Hanumakka, had been
living in the rented house for
the past six months. Both
their daughters are married.
Neighbors, noticing that the
couple had not opened the
house for several days, alerted
the police. Gudibande police
arrived around 10 a.m. on
Monday, forced open the
door, and discovered the bod-

ies. The precise cause of
death remains unclear, and
authorities are investigating
whether it was due to finan-
cial stress, personal or family
issues, or a possible dispute
over property. A case has been
registered, and further inves-
tigation is underway.

Local resident Narasimha-
murthy said that the couple had
lived peacefully and had no
apparent disputes or debts.
“We had no idea about their
death. They were doing fine,
and their elder daughter sup-
ported them well,” he said. The
incident has raised concerns
about elderly safety and the
need for community vigilance.

 DOCUMENT LOST

Ulfath Unnisa S. Co Zakeer K
Hiriyur Town Hiriyur Taluk
Chitradurga District in whose
name Hiriyur municipal
Property No. :-33-572-63 and
Assessment no. :-6356/21/6356
and Site No. 21 Original Deed
No. HYR - 1-02193-2015-16 &
HYR -1-03371 - 2018-19 Rigister
date 05-10-2018 Accidentally

| KISHAN M S/O MAHADEV
RAMACHANDRA SETTY R/O #
416, 6th A Main Road, Behind HR
B R Cosmopolitan Club, H R B R
Layout, 2nd Block, Bangalore
North, Kalyananagar, Bangalore
North, Bengaluru, Karnataka -
560043, have changed the name
of my minor son K.BHAVESH aged
14 years and he shall hereafter be
known as MANU KISHAN.

CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

Lost 6 months ago. If anyone
found it, please contact the
above address or mobile num-
ber: 8453585538.

IN THE COURT OF THE
HON’BLE SUBORDINATE
JUDGE, DENKANIKOTTAI

MCOP. No. 69/2023

Rajasekar S/O Srinivasan,
Hindu, aged about 30 Years,
residing at D. NO 10/12, C
Nethaji Nagar, Kelamangalam,
Krishnagiri District.

| SNEHA RAMESH KADAM W/O
VIGNESH NARENDAR
CHENNA, R/O Flat No S2, 2nd
Floor, B Block, Golden Enclave,
Phase 4, Shidedhahalli,
Bagalagunte, Siddeshwara
Layout, Bangalore North,
Karnataka -
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SNEHA
VIGNESH CHENNA.

 NAME CHANGE § £33

|,UKD ML SOMIDEVI EVANI
(Usha kameswari Durga
Maha Lakshmi Somidevi),
W/o Konduri Siva Prasad,
H-206, Sathya Sai Grama,
Muddenahalli, Chickballapur,
Karnataka, have changed my
name to KONDURI USHA for
all future purposes.

Nk

560073, have

.Petitioners

RI. Prithivi Raj, S/O. Ramesh
Babu, Hindu, age not known
residing at Chirayu Nilaya,
No.27, Kitty Layout, Opp to
Canara Bank, Anekal Taluk,
Attibele Bangalore.

| PISHE JAGANATH S/O
NARAYANARAO, R/O
636/6, Simpi Galli, beside

White Field, Bengaluru

,have lost

Document Los

This is to inform to General public
that my client Smt, Usha N.M. D/o
Munikrishnappa,Residing at Near
Anganawadi Center, Nagondanahalli
North,
Bengaluru,Karnataka, Iamthe Owner
of the Below said Propertywhile
Hakkupathra for taken Xerox copy
following  Document
of property pertating to below
Mentioned property Situated at
Nagondanahalli,K.R.Pura, Bengaluru
south, K.R.Pura, Bengaluru,

I

(as issued by KPPP):

Rs. 12,000/-.

Office of the Principal District and
Sessions Judge,

Bengaluru Rural District, Bengaluru
No. ACCTS/52/2025-26 (Xerox Outsource Hosakote)

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

This office invites e-bidding for proposals through e-portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.inf#/portal/Auctions/live from
eligible private Xerox operators for providing Photocopier
Services by installing copier machines along with
operators: (1) In the office of the Senior Civil Judge &
JMFC, Hosakote. (2) In the office of the Prl. Civil Judge &
JMFC, Hosakote, housed in the BMTC Building Hosakote
(i.e., Men & Machine Work Services) on Cost/Rate per
page basis, in Paisa and Rupees for a period of one year
(Service period may be extended for two or more years
(Total 3 years) renewable each year). Tender Number
HCK/2025-26/SE0105. Estimated
Approx. Total Tender Cost: Rs. 6,00,000/- per annum. EMD:
Last date and time for submission of Tender
Proposal: 10.12.2025 up to 5.00 PM. Date of opening the
Tender: Technical Bid: 11.12.2025 at 5.01 PM. Financial Bid:
Upon approval of Technical Bid. For further details contact:
had Phone No.: 080-22939382. E-mail: bngrur002@gmail.com

Date: 21.11.2025

ganesh Temple, Savanur,
Haveri, Karnataka-581118,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as JANARDHAN
NARAYANRAO PISE.

I, JAYAMMA (old name), a
resident of NO 300,
BANNERGHATTAROAD,
KAMBATTA HALLI ROAD,
GOTTIGERE, Bengaluru,
560083, Karnataka, INDIA, have
changed my name to JAYAMMA
RAJANNA (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 29-11-2025,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

Sd/- l/c. Chief Administrative Officer,
District and Sessions Court, Bengaluru Rural District,
DIPR/DD-C.P/4122/KSMCA/2025-26 Bengaluru.

published the factum of lost of her
Original Hakkupathra no.32887,Copy
Issued by Thasildar Bengaluru south
taluk, Bengaluru,Dated;-13-02-1993,
in respect of Property Bearing
Syno.130, in formed a Sites in site
no.126, in Measuring 40x30 Feets,
Situated at Nagondanahalli,K.R.Pura,
Bengaluru south,
Bengaluru, police complaint have
been filed with regards to loss of the
above said Document vide complaint
in NCR NO. Lost Report no.
1933965/2025, DATED;-01-12-2025,
and complaint dated;-01-12-2025,
by respective person,if anybody
finds these Document please inform
within 7 Days in Below mentioned

participation during PM’s visit’

UDUPI

..Respondents

SUBSITUTE SERVICE NOTICE
Please take notice that the above
petitioner has filed a petition under
section 166 of Motor Vehicles Act
against you before this Hon’ble
Court and the same is posted to
11-12-2025 for your appearance,
if They have any objections,
they may appear either direct or
through an Advocate before this
Hon’ble Court on the above said
date at 10.30 A.M and raise your
objections failing which the Court
may proceed to pass an exparte
order on merits.

four times. But my name was missing
from the final list sent by the PMO,
which I came to know through the SP
on the night of November 27,” he said.
He added that he carries no disappoint-
ment or resentment over the matter.

He stated that he has no idea who
prevented his inclusion and does not
wish to speculate or accuse anyone
without reason. “I do not know who
kept me out or who tried to stop me
from attending. If someone has indeed
done this, it is their political misstep,
not mine,” he remarked.

BJP Udupi district president Kuthyar
Naveen Shetty and leaders Dinkar Shet-
ty Herg, Divakar Shetty, Reshma Uday
Shetty, Srinidhi Hegde, and Srikant
Nayak were also present.

£MANAPPURAM !I'...OW'EV!E FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : U65923KL2010PLC039179
KR.P Regd Office: IV/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram House Valapad Thrissur, Kerala 680567
-R.Fura, Corp Office: Manappuram Home Financ Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315, A Wing,
‘Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai-: 400093, Maharashtra.
Phone No.: 022- 66211000, Website: www. manappuramhomefln com

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd (“MAHOFIN”)
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest *[Act],
2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 9 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers and co-borrowers
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and Interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and
the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said *[Act] read with rule 9 of
the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
Address. property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Manappuram Home Finance
Place;-Chinthamani Ltd as mentioned below for each of the respective properties:

Date;-01-12-202 K.S.HARISH KUMAR st
ADVOCATE No.

Office: NEAR KISHORE

SCHOOL,

ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,

BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANIM;-9980110692

Former minister and BJP leader Pramod
Madhwaraj expressed uncertainty over
who was responsible for denying his par-
ticipation in Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s recent programme at Udupi Sri Krish-
na Matha. Speaking at a press conference
at the Udupi district BJP office, he said he
had hoped to be present at the inaugura-
tion of the golden kavacha he had donated
to the Kanaka Kindi of the temple.
Madhwaraj said that as a devotee, he
had offered the gold armour to the
shrine, and the fact that the Prime Min-
ister inaugurated it brought him immense
satisfaction. “I expected that I too would
get an opportunity to take part. My Aad-
haar copy and photograph were collected

Date of Demand
Notice sent &
OQutstanding Amount | >
Shreenivasa K'V, Property Bearing Katha No.106/83 And E-Katha|18-08-2025 &| 25-11-
Prema Kumari N,  |N0.152500301801500190, Measuring East To West: | Rs.529188/- | 2025
enkataravanappa C,[12.192 Meters And North To South: 9.144 Meters,
4_NHLE0930I]19484/ Situated At Singalikepura Village, Holavanahalli Hobli,
umkur

Name of Borrower and Desc‘r'iyliun 0f Secured Asset In Respect

wg:dhm“:.’“",:’;;r//h"r::m 0f Which Interest Has Been Created

By order of the Court
Venkatesh Kumar R, B.A.., LL.B.,
ADVOCATE

MS. 1984/2012
HOSUR-635109.

Ph: 94432 23963 / 96556 35347

Koratagere Taluk, Tumkur District,Karnataka Pin:
572129.East-| Road West-| HouseoiNan]amma South-
Galli, North-Road

Date: 2" December 2025 | Place: KARNATAKA

Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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 Treasury Benches Object Kharge
| Mentioning Dhankhar Exit

Rajya Sabha saw ten5|on as Kharge referred to Dhankhar’s exit

BJP Delegation
Visits Bengal CEO
amid Protests

Kolkata
A BJP delegation led by
Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari visit-
ed the West Bengal
CEO’s office on Monday,
sparking protests by
BLO forum members.
The protesters de-
manded an extension
of the SIR deadline and
compensation for de-
ceased BLOs' families.
They shouted slogans
and tried to breach po-
lice barricades as
Adhikari and BJP MLAs
entered to meet offi-
cials. Police had de-
ployed extra forces to
maintain order. The BJP
delegation aimed to
discuss issues concern-
ing the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls.

Youth Assaulted,
Humiliated in Deoria
Village Incident

Deoria
A youth in Gobarai vil-
lage, Deoria, was as-
saulted with a belt and
slippers and forced to
lick spit, police said on
Monday. The incident, in-
volving four men, was re-
corded and circulated on
social media since Sun-
day evening. The victim’s
mother also alleged that
the group later attacked
her home, attempting to
break a door and throw-
ing stones. Police have
detained one man and
said the remaining ac-
cused will be arrested
soon as investigation
continues.

Hoax Bomb Threat
Sparks Security
Checks InKerala

Thiruvananthapuram
Security checks were
conducted at Kerala CM
Pinarayi Vijayan’s official
residence, Cliff House,
and a private bank in Pa-
layam on Monday after
an email claimed bombs
were planted at both
places. A dog squad and
bomb detection team
were deployed. The
threat was later con-
firmed as a hoax. Police
said similar emails, often
referencing Tamil Nadu
political matters, have
been received before. A
case has been registered,
and investigation is on-
going, though tracing the
sender is challenging due
to dark web usage.
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A brief uproar occurred in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday
when Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge men-
tioned the “unexpected and
sudden exit” of former Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar.
The disruption happened
while the House welcomed
his successor, CP Radhakrish-
nan, who took charge as the
new Chairman.

Speaking on behalf of op-
position parties, Kharge wel-
comed Radhakrishnan and
recalled Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s statement at the
start of the Winter Session.
He emphasized that the Con-
gress stands by constitutional
values and parliamentary tra-
ditions. Kharge added that fair

and impartial conduct in Par-

liament is essential for the
credibility of the Chairman’s
office.

Referring to Dhankhar’s
resignation on July 21 due to
health issues, Kharge said, “I
am constrained to refer to
your predecessor's sudden
exit, which is unprecedented

in parliamentary history.” He
also expressed regret that the
House did not get a chance to
bid Dhankhar farewell.
Kharge highlighted Rad-
hakrishnan’s ties to former
Congress MP CK Kup-
puswamy and advised the
new Chairman to maintain
balance between both sides.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju criticized
Kharge for raising
Dhankhar’s resignation
during the ceremonial occa-
sion. He called the remarks
unnecessary and highlighted
past motions against
Dhankhar filed by the opposi-
tion. Leader of the House JP
Nadda urged members to
maintain decorum and not let
election defeats influence
debates.

Prime Minister Modi said
Parliament is for delivering
results, not political drama.
He noted the opposition’s
frustration after Bihar and
Haryana election losses and
reminded members that de-
feat should not lead to
disruption, nor victory to
arrogance.

Annual India-Maldives exercise EKUVERIN will focus on
counter-terror operations

14th India-Maldives Exercise
EKUVERIN to Begin Today

KERALA

The 14th edition of the annual
bilateral exercise EKUVERIN
between India and the Mal-
dives is scheduled to be held
in Thiruvananthapuram from
December 2 to 15, the Indian
Army announced. The exer-
cise will involve the Indian
Army and the Maldives Na-
tional Defence Forces, focus-
ing on enhancing interopera-
bility while conducting coun-
terinsurgency and counter-ter-
rorism operations in semi-ur-
ban, jungle, and coastal
terrains.

A post on X highlighted
that the exercise will integrate
niche technology to improve
coordination and efficiency
between the two forces. Par-
ticipants will also share best
practices, reflecting India and
Maldives’ shared commitment
to peace, security, and stabili-

ty in the region. EKUVERIN
further aims to deepen de-
fence cooperation, camarade-
rie, and mutual trust between

both armies.
“Ekuverin,” meaning
“Friends,” is an annual bilat-

eral exercise conducted alter-
nately in India and the Mal-
dives. It is one of the three
major joint exercises, along-
side the bilateral “Ekatha”
and the trilateral “Dosti,”
which includes Sri Lanka.
Dates and arrangements for
these exercises are decided in
mutual consultations.

India and Maldives share

long-standing ethnic, linguis-
tic, cultural, religious, and
commercial ties. India was
among the first countries to
recognize Maldives’ indepen-
dence in 1965 and to establish
diplomatic relations. The stra-
tegic importance of India’s
role in Maldives is widely
acknowledged, with India
seen as a key security provid-
er in the region.

Both nations play a critical
role in maintaining safety and
security in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR). This partner-
ship aligns with India’s
“Neighbourhood First” policy
and the SAGAR (Security and
Growth for All in the Region)
vision, aimed at promoting
stability, security, and pros-
perity in the IOR. The EKU-
VERIN exercise underlines
the strong defence and strate-
gic ties between India and
Maldives.

Delhi High Court
Seeks Centre’s
Reply on Apple Plea

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre and the Com-
petition Commission of India
(CCI) to Apple Inc.’s petition
challenging the CCI’s direc-
tive to submit several years of
audited financial statements.
Apple also contested an
amendment to the Competi-
tion Act, 2002, which permits
penalties based on a compa-
ny’s global turnover.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
asked the authorities to reply
within a week. Apple argued
that penalties should be tied
only to the turnover of the rel-
evant product in India, noting
that a 10 percent penalty on its
global turnover for 202224
could reach USD 38 billion.

The Court questioned the
basis for using global turn-
over, while CCI counsel Bal-
bir Singh said the rule ensures
accountability for companies
without an Indian base.

Supreme Court Questions Farmers’
Role in Delhi Pollution Crisis

AMRITSAR

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day questioned whether stub-
ble burning by farmers is the
sole cause of Delhi’s worsen-
ing air pollution. A Bench of
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi sought a report on
measures taken to curb other
major pollutants affecting air
quality. CJI Kant noted that it
is “easy to blame farmers”
who are not represented be-
fore the Court and pointed
out that stubble burning has
occurred for years without
causing the drastic decline
now seen.

The Court stressed that
Delhi-NCR’s pollution can-
not be viewed as a routine
winter issue and directed au-
thorities to review the situa-
tion twice a month to identify
both short-term and long-
term solutions. Highlighting
unplanned urban expansion
and rising population, CJI
Kant said cities were not
built to handle such density
or vehicle numbers. The
Bench called for scientific
analysis to pinpoint primary
pollution sources and urged
immediate, actionable mea-
sures rather than policies that
exist only on paper.

Udhayanidhi Alleges Sengottaiyan
Joined TVK Following Shah

ERODE

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin
took a veiled dig at expelled
AIADMK leader K A Sengot-
taiyan, claiming he joined ac-
tor Vijay-led Tamizhaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) on the “ad-
vice” of Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah.

Speaking at Pudhiya Drav-
ida Kazhagam’s 6th State
Conference here, Ud-
hayanidhi also criticized
ATADMK leaders, alleging
they had abandoned Dravidi-
an ideology and were func-
tioning as “slaves” of the BJP
in Delhi. Without naming
Sengottaiyan directly, he said
a senior former ATADMK
minister from Erode traveled
to Delhi, met Shah, and re-
turned to join another party
following Shah’s guidance.

“Even former ATADMK
ministers today join parties
only after taking permission
from the BJP,” Udhayanidhi
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said, suggesting that the par-
ty’s decisions were increas-
ingly controlled by Shah. He
alleged that ATADMK chief
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
other leaders often queue up
outside Shah’s residence,
competing for the “best slave”
title.

Udhayanidhi claimed that
in Tamil Nadu, for many par-
ties including the AIADMK,
the head office is now Shah’s
house in Delhi. He also re-
ferred to media reports show-
ing Palaniswami changing

several cars to meet Shah a
few months ago.

Sengottaiyan recently re-
signed as a legislator, having
represented Gobichettipal-
ayam in Erode. His exit from
the AIADMK and subsequent
move to TVK has added to
the perception of BJP influ-
ence over regional parties.

The DMK leader’s remarks
reflect ongoing tensions be-
tween AIADMK factions and
the growing role of national
leaders in shaping state-level
politics.

NC’s Ramzan Highlights
Limited J&K Govt Powers

NEW DELHI

Chowdry Mohammed Ramzan, newly elected National Confer-
ence (NC) Rajya Sabha member, on Monday highlighted the
limited powers of Jammu and Kashmir’s elected government,
saying authority primarily rests with Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha. Ramzan made the remarks in his maiden speech
after taking oath as a member of the Upper House, along with
NC leaders Sajjad Ahmed Kichloo and party treasurer Gurwind-
er Singh Oberoi, also known as Shammi. Oberoi is the first Sikh
from Kashmir to be elected to the Rajya Sabha.

The three NC leaders, along with BJP’s Sat Sharma, were
elected last month in the first Rajya Sabha election in Jammu
and Kashmir since its bifurcation in 2019, filling seats that had

been vacant since 2021.

During his speech, amid interruptions, Ramzan noted that the
people had given a two-thirds majority to NC, paving the way for
a popular government led by Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.
Expressing dissatisfaction over the limited powers of the elected
government, he said, “All the power is in the hands of LG. Orders

flow from there.”

While felicitating Vice President CP Radhakrishnan as Rajya
Sabha Chairman, Ramzan raised concerns about J&K gover-
nance, stressing its strategic importance. Despite the Chairman’s
intervention, he highlighted the powerless elected government.
His maiden speech earned praise from CM Omar Abdullah and
NC chief Farooq Abdullah. The new MPs took oaths in Kashmi-
ri, Urdu, and Punjabi, pledging committed service to the people.

Jaishankar
Highlights India’s
Role in BWC
Implementation

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Monday ad-
dressed the inaugural session
of the conference marking
“50 Years of the Biological
Weapons Convention (BWC):
Strengthening Biosecurity for
the Global South.” Speaking
to experts and representatives
from over 80 countries, he
emphasised India’s commit-
ment to full and effective im-
plementation of the Conven-
tion and its leadership role in
global biosecurity.

Jaishankar highlighted the
importance of modernising
the BWC and the crucial role
of the Global South in shap-
ing its future. He outlined In-
dia’s record in non-prolifera-
tion of sensitive and dual-use
goods and technologies and
cited the “Vaccine Maitri” ini-
tiative during the COVID-19
pandemic as an example of
responsible biosecurity lead-
ership. He also proposed a
National Implementation
Framework covering the iden-
tification of high-risk agents,
oversight of dual-use re-
search, domestic reporting,
incident management, and
continuous training.

The External Affairs Minis-
ter noted that the BWC cur-
rently lacks institutional
structures such as a compli-
ance system, permanent tech-
nical body, or a mechanism to
track new scientific develop-
ments. He stressed the need
for stronger compliance mea-
sures, global cooperation, and
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50 Years of BWC:
Strengthening Biosecurity
for the Global South
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EAM Jaishankar
underscores India’s
commitment to
strengthen global
biosecurity at BWC 50th
anniversary conference

building capacity in the Glob-
al South to prepare for emerg-
ing biological threats, which
move quickly, cross borders,
and overwhelm systems.

In a post on X, Jaishankar
emphasised that the BWC
should act as a guardrail be-
tween innovation and misuse
in life sciences amid a chal-
lenging international security
environment. He urged the
Global South to take owner-
ship of the next 50 years of
the Convention, noting that
the region stands to gain the
most from stronger biosecuri-
ty and has the greatest poten-
tial to contribute.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said the two-day inter-
national conference at Sush-
ma Swaraj Bhawan will in-
clude participation from re-
gional and international or-
ganisations, further reinforc-
ing India’s commitment to
disarmament, non-prolifera-
tion, and global biosecurity.

BJP Seeks CBI Probe
into Sabarimala
Temple Gold Loss

KOCHI

BJP Kerala state president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar has
moved the Kerala High Court,
seeking a CBI investigation
into the alleged loss of gold
from the Sabarimala temple.
In his petition, he argued that
a central agency was essential
for a thorough inquiry, as the
gold was reportedly distribut-
ed across multiple states and
involved individuals outside
Kerala.

Chandrasekhar alleged that
the Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) was influenced
by political appointees of the
ruling party and that external
individuals with power bene-
fited from the gold distribu-
tion. He raised concerns over
the effectiveness of the Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT),
set up by the High Court, say-
ing the SIT might be unable
to investigate members of the
Board who were appointed by
the government.

The BJP leader also cited
media reports claiming that
the son of a former TDB
member, an IPS officer, was
allegedly trying to obstruct
the probe. He requested a de-
tailed audit of TDB
assets alongside the CBI

investigation.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Raja Vijayaraghavan and
K V Jayakumar heard the
matter on Monday. The court
noted certain defects in the
petition and will review it
again next week.

Meanwhile, former TDB
president A Padmakumar, ar-
rested by the SIT, approached
the Kollam Vigilance Court
seeking bail. He claimed the
decision to hand over gold-
clad temple items to the prime
accused, Unnikrishnan Potty,
was collective, yet only he
was booked. His bail plea will
be heard Tuesday.

The SIT is investigating
two cases concerning the loss
of gold from the temple’s
‘dwarapalakas’ and the sanc-
tum door frame. Six people
have been arrested, and
the High Court will review
the probe’s progress on
Wednesday.

EC Rejects West Bengal Voter Deletion Claims

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Monday rejected al-
legations of “large scale voter
deletion” in West Bengal,
terming them false and polit-
ically motivated. The EC told
the Supreme Court that the
claims are being used as a
“narrative” in media to gain
political mileage.

The statement came in re-
sponse to a plea filed by TMC
MP Dola Sen regarding the
ongoing Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
The poll body clarified that
voter list revision is a consti-
tutional, regular, and neces-
sary process.

Meanwhile, in WB, a sec-
tion of Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) involved in the SIR
process held a massive protest
outside the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer’s (CEO) office on Mon-
day. They complained about
excessive workload during the
enumeration exercise, leading

authorities to increase police
presence at the site.

During the demonstration,
protesters raised slogans and
tried to breach police barri-
cades. The protest coincided
with a visit by a BJP delega-
tion led by Leader of Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari, who

met election officials at the
CEO’s office.

The BJP, alleging irregular-
ities in the ongoing SIR pro-
cess, demanded an audit of all
1.25 crore entries made be-
tween November 26 and 28.
Adbhikari claimed that politi-
cal consultancy agency [-PAC
was interfering in data entry
and accused Kolkata Police of
acting in a partisan manner.
The BJP also sought more
time for BLOs to complete
the revision work.

The EC, however, main-
tained that the voter list update
is conducted regularly across
states and dismissed the alle-
gations as an attempt to further
vested political interests.
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Telangana (M
toKick Off Match
with Messi

Hyderabad
Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy is set to
kick off a friendly football
match with Argentine su-

perstar Lionel Messi on
December 13 at Uppal
Stadium. The event is
part of the Congress gov-
ernment’s second-anni-
versary celebrations, run-
ning from December 1to
13. An avid football player,
Reddy practised recently
for the match. During the
celebrations, the govern-
ment will also release the
Telangana Rising Vision
Document 2047, and
Reddy will invite top lead-
ers to the Telangana Ris-
ing Global Summit.

Centre Defends Mining
Exemptions amid
Tamil Nadu Opposition

New Delhi
The Centre defended its
decision to exempt criti-
cal, strategic, and atomic
mineral mining projects
from public consultation,
saying it will not affect en-
vironmental, social,
health, or livelihood con-
cerns. This came after Ta-
mil Nadu sent a letteron
September 12 urging the
withdrawal of the Sep-
tember 8 office memo-
randum granting the ex-
emption. Union Minister of
State for Environment Kir-
ti Vardhan Singh provided
the reply in Lok Sabha on
Monday, stressing the ex-
emptions are necessary
for strategic development.

All Causes of
Air India Crash under
Investigation

New Delhi
The civil aviation ministry
said on Monday that all
probable causes of the Air
India plane crash in Ah-
medabad in June are be-
ing investigated. The pre-
liminary report by the Air-
craft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) con-
tains factual information
based on available evi-
dence. The Boeing 787-8
aircraft operating flight
Al171 crashed soon after
takeoff on June 12, killing
260 people, including
passengers and crew,
with only one survivor.
Some concerns have
been raised about the
probe in certain quarters.

BJP urges Tamil Nadu to join

PM Modi’s Tamilinitiative

BJP asks Tamil Nadu to actively support learning Tamil language

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
on Monday urged Chief Min-
ister M.K. Stalin to support
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s nationwide initiative to
promote Tamil learning. The
party also called for Tamil
Nadu’s active participation in
the fourth Kashi Tamil San-
gamam starting December 2
in Varanasi.

BJP State Spokesperson
A.N.S. Prasad said PM Mo-
di’s vision encourages every
citizen of India to learn Tamil
and should be embraced by
people in Tamil Nadu. He re-
ferred to the latest edition of
PM Modi’s monthly radio
programme, 'Mann Ki Baat',
where the Prime Minister in-
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vited citizens from across In-
dia to attend the Sangamam,
describing it as a “beautiful
confluence” of Tamil, one of
the world’s oldest languages,
and Kashi, one of the oldest
cities.

The core theme of the fes-
tival, 'Tamil Karkkalam' (Let
us learn Tamil), highlights

language learning and cultur-
al pride. Prasad urged the
Tamil Nadu government to
send a team of Tamil scholars
and experts to the event. He
also requested initiatives
within the state to make Tam-
il learning accessible
to non-Tamil speaking
residents.

Prasad further mentioned
other points from 'Mann Ki
Baat', including the role of
youth in nation-building, In-
dia’s space achievements,
and Gen-Z innovators
who developed drones capa-
ble of navigating Mars-like
environments under ISRO
competitions.

He proposed that the Tamil
Nadu government work with
the Union Government to set
up a state-of-the-art Drone
Technology Park. Such a fa-
cility, he said, would promote
youth talent and strengthen
the state’s contribution to In-
dia’s technological progress.

“The BJP is ready to coop-
erate with the Tamil Nadu
government for progress and
technological advancement,”
Prasad added.

Enforcement Directorate seizes 19 Goa properties in money-laundering case

ED Attaches Properties Worth
over Rs 1,268 Crore in Goa

PANAJI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has provisionally at-
tached 19 immovable proper-
ties in prime locations across
Goa, including Anjuna, As-
sagaon, and Ucassaim, valued
at approximately Rs 1,268.63
crore. The move, carried out
on November 27 under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), 2002,
targets a group allegedly in-
volved in large-scale land
fraud.

According to the ED, the
properties were illegally ac-
quired by a group led by
Shivshankar Mayekar using
forged and fabricated land
documents, including allot-
ment certificates, demarcation
certificates, historical sale

deeds, and gift deeds. Earlier,
on September 9 and 10, the
agency had seized and
frozen bank accounts and as-
sets worth Rs 12.85 crore in
connection with the same
investigation.

The money-laundering
probe follows an FIR filed by
Goa Police against Yeshwant
Sawant and others for al-
legedly defrauding the Com-
munidade of Anjuna related to
Survey No. 496/1-A. The ac-
cused reportedly used fake
documents to secure fraudu-
lent mutation of land, selling
portions to third parties to
generate proceeds of crime.

The ED identified Mayekar
as the main conspirator. He
allegedly acquired multiple
land parcels across Goa in
the names of relatives and

associates and was arrested
on October 1; he remains in
judicial custody. The investi-
gation has also uncovered
four additional FIRs involv-
ing illegal land acquisitions
in Anjuna and Assagaon,
with several other parcels
suspected to have been ob-
tained fraudulently.

The inquiry revealed a sys-
tematic modus operandi:
identifying undervalued land,
fabricating title documents,
creating fake certificates, mu-
tating properties in frontmen’s
names, and selling the land
for criminal proceeds. Infor-
mation about these properties
is being shared with enforce-
ment agencies under PMLA
coordination. The ED
said further investigation is
ongoing.

Abhishek Banerjee
Open To Contest
from Any Seat

DIAMOND HARBOUR

Senior TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee on Monday dis-
missed speculation about con-
testing from Nandigram, say-
ing he will contest from “any
seat” the party assigns, includ-
ing Darjeeling. Speaking in
Maheshtala, he termed the
buzz a “manufactured flutter”
and stressed party discipline.
His remarks followed Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar’s
claim that Banerjee was pre-
paring to enter Nandigram.
Suvendu Adhikari responded
that “nobody in Nandigram
will vote for him,” while the
TMC cited its strong grass-
roots support. Nandigram re-
mains politically symbolic af-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s narrow
2021 loss. Banerjee reiterated
that he has no personal prefer-
ence and that candidate deci-
sions rest solely with the party.

Gujarat Completes Major Voter Roll Revision Exercise

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat is nearing the final
stages of its 2025 special in-
tensive electoral roll revision,
with the enumeration phase
continuing until December
11. Under the guidance of the
Election Commission of India
and Chief Electoral Officer
Hareet Shukla, the CEO of-
fice, in coordination with dis-
trict election officers, has ac-
celerated the process to meet
deadlines.

Over 5 crore registered vot-
ers have already received
their enumeration forms, with
most of the state’s 33 districts

achieving full distribution.
Officials said the remaining
districts will soon meet the
target. The returned forms are
being rapidly digitised, show-
ing remarkable progress on
the ground.

Two Assembly constituen-
cies, Dhanera in Banaskantha

and Limkheda in Dahod, have
completed 100 per cent digi-
tisation of received forms, a
rare achievement. Among dis-
tricts, Dang leads with 93.14
per cent digitisation, followed
by Gir Somnath (88.91 per
cent), Banaskantha (88.42 per
cent), Sabarkantha (88.32 per
cent), and Morbi (88 per
cent). Other top performers
include Mahisagar, Chhota
Udepur, Panchmabhal, Patan,
and Surendranagar, all above
86 per cent.

The exercise has revealed
important updates in the voter
database. Around 15.58 lakh
deceased individuals were

Punjab CM Mann to
Visit Japan, South Korea
Seeking Investments

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann will lead a
high-level delegation to Japan
and South Korea to promote
investment ahead of the Sixth
Progressive Punjab Investors’
Summit scheduled from
March 13-15 at the ISB cam-
pus in Mohali.

The delegation, in-
cluding Industries and
Commerce Minister
Sanjeev Arora, offi-
cials, and the Invest
Punjab team, will visit
Tokyo on December 2-3, Osa-
ka on December 4-5, and
Seoul on December 8-9. The
visits aim to strengthen eco-
nomic partnerships, interact
with global companies, and
extend personal invitations
for the upcoming summit, the
state government said.

The roadshows and meet-
ings are being organised in
coordination with the Indian
Embassies in Japan and South
Korea, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, DPIIT’s Invest
India, and the respective

foreign missions.

During the visit, Punjab
will showcase its advantages
as North India’s preferred in-
vestment destination, high-
lighting strategic location,
strong industrial clusters,
seamless connectivity to NCR
and ports, skilled workforce,
uninterrupted power supply,
and progressive pol-
icy ecosystem. Offi-
cials will also pres-
" ent governance re-
forms, including the
FastTrack Punjab
single-window sys-
tem offering over 173 G2B
services, auto-deemed ap-
provals, PAN-based business
identifiers, and amendments
to the Punjab Right to Busi-
ness Act enabling time-bound
approvals.

The delegation will high-
light industrial infrastructure
such as plug-and-play parks
and the upcoming Integrated
Manufacturing Cluster in Ra-
jpura, noting that over Rs 1.4
lakh crore of on-ground in-
vestments have been facilitat-
ed through Invest Punjab.

still listed, over 4 lakh voters
were absent at registered ad-
dresses, and 21.86 lakh peo-
ple had permanently migrat-
ed. Additionally, more than
2.68 lakh duplicate entries
were detected.

The CEO office praised
Gujarat’s BLOs for their field
efforts in driving the revision
efficiently and advised them
to contact local election offic-
es for operational support.
The initiative marks one of
the most extensive voter roll
clean-up drives in the state,
ensuring accuracy and integ-
rity ahead of upcoming
elections.

| TOILET AWARENESS DRIVE

Gujarat Launches Drive to
Improve Village Toilets

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat marked World Toilet
Day with a strong push for
hygiene and toilet mainte-
nance across villages. Under
the ‘Hamara Shauchalay,
Hamara Bhavishya’ campaign
of the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion—Gramin, community and
household toilets were re-
paired, cleaned, and refur-
bished, while awareness ac-
tivities highlighted proper
sanitation practices.

Villages carried out deep
cleaning, repainted toilets,
and fixed broken doors, taps,
tiles, and drainage systems.
Officials also ensured sur-
rounding areas were kept
clean. Vibrant wall art was
used to spread messages on
hygiene, handwashing, and
responsible toilet use.

Districts including Morbi,
Valsad, Ahmedabad, and
Surendranagar saw active par-
ticipation from gram pancha-
yats, sanitation committees,
and local volunteers. Several
villages organised cleanliness
pledges, competitions, and

awareness drives to educate
residents on toilet upkeep and
overall community hygiene.

Officials noted that World
Toilet Day is a reminder of
collective responsibility. “Ac-
cess to toilets is vital, but
maintaining them is equally
important,” they said, empha-
sising that campaigns like this
renew communities’ commit-
ment to sanitation.

India has made significant
progress in toilet construction
over the past decade, largely
due to the Swachh Bharat
Mission, which aimed to end
open defecation through

building household and com-
munity toilets and ensuring
rural and urban sanitation
access.

Alongside construction,
government initiatives focus
on behaviour change, waste
management, and upgrading
sanitation infrastructure.
Awareness campaigns, pan-
chayat funding, and initiatives
like ‘Hamara Shauchalay,
Hamara Bhavishya’ continue
to strengthen hygiene habits,
promote sustainable toilet use,
and support India’s long-term
goals of universal sanitation
and improved public health.
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Introduces Municipal
Amendment Bill

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Urban Af-
fairs and Housing Minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya on Mon-
day introduced the 'Municipal
(Amendment) Bill' in the state
Assembly. The Winter session
of the Assembly began on the
same day, with the Bill’s dis-
cussion scheduled for Tues-
day, according to Assembly
Speaker Narendra Tomar.

Vijayvargiya, who also
serves as the state Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, provid-
ed a brief introduction to the
Bill in the House. The legisla-
tion seeks to restore direct
elections for the posts of
Chairperson of Nagar Palika
and Nagar Parishad. The
Madhya Pradesh Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav, had approved
the proposal last week.

Historically, from 1999 to
2014, elections for these mu-
nicipal posts were held direct-
ly by voters. However, in
2022, these elections were
conducted through an indirect
system, where elected ward
councillors cast votes. The
election of Mayors, however,
has continued to follow the
direct voting system.

The Assembly session be-
gan with opposition protests

Madhya Pradesh Minister
presents Municipal
Amendment Bill in
Assembly; debate

scheduled for tomorrow

amid opposition protests
over recent tragedies
and administrative issues

highlighting two major inci-
dents. Members of the Con-
gress party raised concerns
over the Coldrif cough syrup
tragedy that claimed more
than 25 children in Chhind-
wara and other districts. They
also questioned the ruling BJP
on the M.Y. Hospital case,
where two children had died a
few months ago.

Some Congress MLAs, in-
cluding Jaivardhan Singh, al-
leged that the Assembly sec-
retariat alerted the govern-
ment about questions submit-
ted in the House. Responding
to the allegation, Minister
Vijayvargiya remarked that
Congress MLAs need training
for framing questions and
urged them to keep questions
concise for proper answers.

The session promises lively
discussions as the Municipal
Amendment Bill and opposi-
tion concerns are expected to
dominate the House proceed-
ings on Tuesday.

‘Sardar Patel Would
Have Ensured Complete
Kashmir Integration’

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha
on Monday said that Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel would have
ensured complete and irre-
versible integration of the
Union Territory if he had been
in charge of its affairs in
1947.

The L-G participated in the
"Sardar150 Unity March
(Padyatra)" at Vadoda-
ra in Gujarat. The na-
tional march, which
started from Sardar =
Patel's family home in |
Karamsad, will cover | .
nearly 190 km over 11 l -
days and conclude at
the Statue of Unity on
December 6.

Addressing the event on the
theme "Kashmir, Hyderabad
and Sardar," Sinha said that
although Patel did not directly
handle Jammu and Kashmir,
he ensured it remained an in-
tegral part of India. "History
of Jammu and Kashmir would
have been different if Sardar
Patel had been given full re-
sponsibility for its integra-
tion," he added.
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The L-G highlighted Patel's
opposition to the then Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's
approach and his resistance to
taking the issue to the United
Nations. He recalled Patel's
public statements advocating
complete integration and de-
cisive action to protect the
region from Pakistan.

Sinha emphasized that Pa-
tel's vision of unity, equality,
and social justice continues to
shape India’s growth.
"As an architect of
modern India, Patel
symbolizes self-confi-
dence, self-respect,
and bravery," he said.

He also noted that
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is fulfilling Patel’s
vision through initiatives like
the abrogation of Article 370,
'One Nation, One Tax', 'One
Nation, One Ration Card',
'PM Gati Shakti', and the
Kashi-Tamil Sangamam.

The L-G urged the youth to
uphold the pillars of unity,
which he identified as
shared values, shared identity,
and a common purpose, driv-
ing India’s progress and
development.

Telangana CM Requests
HUDCO Loans at Lower Rates

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on Monday
urged HUDCO Chairman Sanjay Kulshrestha to provide
loans at lower interest rates for key state development
projects. He sought affordable financing for Bharat Future
City, the Hyderabad Metro Rail extension, the Regional
Ring Road, and Radial Roads. Reddy also briefed the
chairman on proposed greenfield highways connecting
Bharat Future City to Chennai via Bangalore and Amar-
avati, a highway to Bandar Port, and a potential bullet

train project.

The Chief Minister raised concerns about restructuring
past loans and the high interest rates on existing borrow-
ings. Kulshrestha responded positively, assuring efforts to
address high-interest payments. He also noted that loans
for Indiramma housing had been sanctioned and agreed
to release funds for constructing an additional 10 lakh
houses. Reddy invited him to the Telangana Rising 2047
Global Summit, stressing that competitive loan rates are
crucial for accelerating the state’s infrastructure and

development agenda.
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Three M|l|tants
Killedin Failed
Balochistan Attack

Karachi
Security forces stopped a
major attack on the Fron-
tier Corps (FC) headquar-

ters in Nokundi town of
Chagai district on Sunday
night. Officials said three
BLA militants were killed
after a suicide bomber
blew himself up at the
main gate, trying to help
others enter the campus.
Six attackers tried to
break in, but FC personnel
quickly pushed them
back. Sources said BLA
militants also attacked
another FC post in Pan-
jgur, leading to a gunfight.
Some attackers were be-
lieved to be killed
there too.

Two Mild Quakes
Hit Parts of
Afghanistan

Kabul
Afghanistan recorded two
mild earthquakes on
Monday, according to the
National Center for Seis-
mology. The first quake,
measuring 4.3, hit early in
the morning at a depth of
90 km. Later, a 4.4-mag-
nitude quake struck at a
depth of 163 km. These
quakes come weeks after
a strong 6.3-magnitude
tremor in northern Af-
ghanistan killed 27 people
and injured hundreds. Ex-
perts say the country re-
mains highly vulnerable to
earthquakes because it
lies on several active
fault lines. NTT Highlights
New Tech at Annual
R&D Forum.

NTT Highlights
New Tech at Annual
R&D Forum

Tokyo
NTT showcased its latest
innovations under the
theme “IOWN and
Quantum Leap” atits an-
nual R&D Forum. The
company presented new
noise-cancelling technol-
ogy that predicts and re-
duces sound before it
reaches people, helping
lower hearing risks. NTT
also showed a remote
medical tool that lets
doctors feel a patient’s
softness from afar. An-
other highlight was wire-
less laser power transmis-
sion, which can supply
electricity to drones, re-
mote islands, and disas-
ter-hit areas. The event
displayed NTT’s growing
role in future technology.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

' Rubio Calls Ongoing Ukraine Peace

Efforts Delicate And Complex

Ukraine and US continue sensitive talks seeking stable long-term peace guarantees

KYIV

Talks between Ukraine and
the United States continued
this week as both sides
worked on creating “reliable
security guarantees” for Kyiv
under a peace plan supported
by Washington. US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio met a
Ukrainian team led by Rust-
em Umerov, head of
Ukraine’s National Security
and Defence Council. Rubio
said Sunday’s discussions in
Florida were “productive”,

but warned that “more work”
was still needed. He described
the process as “delicate” and
“complicated”.

The meeting also included
Witkoff and Jared Kushner,
son-in-law of US President
Donald Trump. Witkoff is ex-
pected to travel to Moscow on
Monday for further talks with
Russian officials. Rubio said
the US remained “realistic”
about the challenges ahead
but “optimistic” because both
sides shared a vision that the
goal was not only to stop the
war but also to secure a safer
and more prosperous future
for Ukraine.

Rubio said the discussions

involved “many moving parts”
and stressed that Russia must
be part of the process. He noted
the US had been in contact
with Russian officials and un-
derstood their views. The talks
followed a Geneva meeting
where Trump’s earlier peace
plan was revised. Umerov said
Ukraine’s priorities were pro-
tecting national interests and
securing real, long-term peace.
The meeting also set the stage
for Witkoff’s talks with Presi-
dent Putin on issues including
Donbas and Crimea.

Khaleda Zia Remams Critical As Doctors I ntenSlfy Treatment

Former Bangladesh PM Khaleda
Zia faces critical health issues

DHAKA

Former Bangladesh prime
minister Khaleda Zia is “ex-
tremely unwell” and has been
placed on ventilation as her
condition continues to wors-
en, senior Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP)
leaders said on Mon-
day. The 80-year-old
BNP chairperson
was admitted to a
private hospital on
November 23 after
developing a chest -
infection that affected both
her lungs and heart. Doctors
shifted her to the coronary
care unit four days later when
several health problems be-
came more serious.

BNP Vice-Chairman Advo-
cate Ahmed Aazam Khan told

reporters that Zia’s health had
further deteriorated and that
she had been moved to ventila-
tion support. He described her
condition as “very critical”” and
urged people across the country
to pray for her recovery. BNP
Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alam-
gir also confirmed
that her condition re-
mained unstable de-
spite intensive care
from both local and
foreign medical ex-
perts.

Alamgir said specialists
from Bangladesh and abroad
were jointly supervising her
treatment, adding that doctors
were “trying their best” under
difficult circumstances. BNP
Senior Joint Secretary Gener-
al Ruhul Kabir Rizvi said

Zia’s condition had shown no
improvement.

Zia, the widow of former
Bangladesh president Ziaur
Rahman, has long suffered
from multiple health issues,
including liver and kidney
complications, diabetes, ar-
thritis, and eye-related illness-
es. Earlier this year, she re-
turned from London on May
6 after four months of medi-
cal treatment.

Her only surviving son,
Tarique Rahman, BNP’s act-
ing chairman, has lived in
London since 2008. Her
younger son, Arafat Rahman,
died of cardiac arrest in 2025.
BNP has recently regained
political prominence follow-
ing a student-led uprising that
toppled Sheikh Hasina’s gov-
ernment in August 2024,

Pak Failed To
Build Friendship
With Afghan: Cleric

KABUL

Senior Pakistani cleric and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F)
chief Fazlur Rehman has sharp-
ly criticised Islamabad’s
long-standing policy towards
Afghanistan, saying it has
“completely failed” as tensions
between the two neighbours
continue to grow. Speaking at a
gathering in Mardan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, he said Pakistan
had not been able to win Af-
ghanistan’s trust in 78 years and
only relied on conflict instead
of dialogue. He was quoted by
Afghan outlet Amu TV as say-
ing, “In 78 years, Pakistan has
not been able to make Afghan-
istan its friend. You only know
war. You cannot solve this prob-
lem.” Rehman urged the Paki-
stani government to review its
regional strategy and work to-

¢ wards peace and mutual trust.

Hasina, Relatives Get Jail Terms In Major B'desh Land Scam

DHAKA

A Bangladesh court on Mon-
day sentenced former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina to five
years in jail in a major land
scam case. Her niece, British
MP Tulip Siddiq, received a
two-year jail term. The ver-
dict was delivered by Judge
Md Rabiul Alam of Dhaka’s
Special Judge’s Court-4.

The judge also sentenced Ha-
sina’s sister, Sheikh Rehana, to
seven years in jail. Fourteen
other accused were given five-

year jail terms. All 17 convict-
ed individuals were fined Tk 1
lakh each. If they fail to pay,
they must spend six more
months in jail.

This is the fourth
corruption verdict
against the 78-year-
old former leader.
Siddiq, a Brit-
ish-Bangladeshi La-
bour Party MP since
2015, is Rehana’s daughter.
An arrest warrant was issued
for her in April as part of the
investigation into corruption

during Hasina’s rule.

The Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (ACC) filed the land
scam case on January 13, ac-
4 cusing Hasina, Re-
hana, Siddiq and
others of unlawfully
taking plots during
Hasina’s tenure. A
charge sheet against
17 people was sub-
mitted on March 10.

The ACC filed six separate
cases between January 12 and
14 over irregularities in the
Purbachal New Town project.

The ACC said Hasina, in collu-
sion with senior Rajuk officials,
illegally secured six large plots
in the diplomatic zone for her-
self and close family members,
even though they did not qual-
ify under the rules.

Charges in related cases
were framed on July 31. Last
week, Hasina received 21
years of rigorous imprison-
ment in three other Purbachal
plot cases. She has been in
India since August 5 last year
after protests toppled her
government.
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India Lds MJ

Rescue Effort
In Sri Lanka

CcoLOMBO

India has launched a large and
urgent rescue operation in Sri
Lanka after Cyclone Ditwah
caused widespread destruc-
tion, severe floods, and heavy
loss of life. Under Operation
Sagar Bandhu, teams from the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and the Indian
Air Force (IAF) have been
working across several affect-
ed districts to save lives,
move people to safety, and
provide medical help.

MEA Spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal shared regular up-
dates, saying NDRF teams
carried out rescue work in
Kochikade, Puttalam, and
Badulla. He added that IAF
Mi-17 helicopters evacuated
34 people, including children,
from Kotmale to Colombo.
The helicopters also delivered
medical supplies and food
packets to stranded families.

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said another IAF
aircraft landed in Colombo on
Sunday carrying disaster re-
sponse materials. The TAF
confirmed that a C-17 aircraft
transported more than 80
NDREF personnel, 8 tonnes of
equipment, and 21 tonnes of
relief material from Pune to
Sri Lanka. This included med-

India’s NDRF and Air
Force are carrying out
large rescue, relief, and
medical missions across
Sri Lanka after Cyclone
Ditwah caused massive
destruction and
heavy loss of life.

icines, emergency kits, food
items, and essential rescue
gear.

Officials said Operation
Sagar Bandhu highlights In-
dia’s strong support for Sri
Lanka during a major crisis.
The rescue missions have
been conducted quickly and
efficiently, despite difficult
weather and ground condi-
tions. The coordinated efforts
of NDRF and the TAF show
India’s readiness to help its
neighbour during emergen-
cies.

According to Sri Lanka’s
Disaster Management Centre,
at least 334 people have died
and 370 remain missing after
the cyclone, making it one of
the worst disasters the island
nation has faced in recent
years.

India has said it will contin-
ue assisting Sri Lanka until
the situation stabilises and all
affected communities receive
the help they need.

Sri Lankan Minister Thanks India
For Strong Disaster Support

BADULLA: Sri Lanka’s Deputy Tourism Minister Ruwan
Ranasinghe on Monday thanked India and the NDRF for
their help after Cyclone Ditwah caused severe damage.
The Indian High Commission said NDRF teams, includ-
ing landslide experts, are working closely with local
authorities in Badulla to recover victims and provide es-
sential aid. India also sent 12 tonnes of relief materials
to Trincomalee through INS Sukanya. IAF MI-17 helicop-
ters continue rescuing stranded people and delivering
urgent supplies. Cyclone Ditwah, now weakening, has
left 355 dead and 366 missing across Sri Lanka.

Afghan Journos Say Pak No Longer Safe Refuge

KABUL

The Afghanistan Media Sup-
port Organisation (AMSO) has
strongly criticised Pakistan for
increasing arrests, harassment
and forced deportations of Af-
ghan journalists, saying the
country has become a place of
“uncertainty and fear” instead of
a safe refuge. The concern fol-
lows the arrest of Afghan jour-
nalist Hamoon Khamosh and
his family in Islamabad, with

AMSO warning he could be de-
ported back to Afghanistan,
where journalists face severe
restrictions and intimidation.
AMSO said that in the past
month alone, six Afghan jour-
nalists have been arrested and
deported by Pakistani authori-
ties. These journalists had earlier
fled Afghanistan due to censor-
ship, political pressure and direct
security threats, hoping Pakistan
would be a temporary safe hav-
en. However, AMSO noted that

Afghan journalists now live in
conditions where their safety and
dignity are at serious risk. Press
freedom groups have urged Pa-
kistan to stop deportations and
restore visa services, stressing
that forced returns could put
journalists’ lives in grave danger.
Reports indicate that Afghan ref-
ugees in Pakistan are facing in-
creasing pressure from police
amid rising tensions between
Islamabad and the Taliban ad-
ministration.

Residents Decry Mafia Destroying
Indus Riverine Wildlife, Grazing Zones

DERA GHAZI KHAN

Local communities in Dera Ghazi Khan have raised serious

concerns over what they describe as “mafia-led” destruction of

the Indus River’s natural riverine zones. They allege that brick kiln
operators are clearing large stretches of natural vegetation for fuel,
endangering wildlife habitats and traditional grazing areas. Resi-
dents say that during summer, the River Indus can expand up to
15-20 kilometres, allowing thick wild grasses, shrubs, reeds and native

Suicide Blast Kills Policeman, Injures
Three In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

ISLAMABAD

A police officer was killed
and three others were injured
on Monday in a suicide blast
targeting a security vehicle in
Lakki Marwat district of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan.
Officials said the attack took
place when a Tajori police
mobile came under assault.
The deceased officer was
identified as head constable
Alauddin.

According to Asif Hassan,
spokesperson for the Lakki
Marwat District Police Offi-
cer, the suicide bomber died
on the spot while his accom-
plice managed to escape. A
search operation has been
launched to track down the
suspect.

Pakistan has seen a sharp
rise in terror attacks over the
past year, especially in Khy-

MONGOLIA HIV UPDATE

ber Pakhtunkhwa and Baloch-
istan, after the Tehreek-i-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) ended its
ceasefire with the government
in November 2022.

Recent incidents highlight
the worsening situation. On
November 24, armed attack-
ers targeted a security forces
vehicle in the Bannu district,
injuring a soldier who was
rushed to a military hospital.

Security forces later carried
out a joint operation and
claimed to have killed and in-
jured several militants.

Earlier, on November 8§, a
police officer named Azad
Khan was injured when un-
identified assailants fired at a
checkpost in Khar tehsil’s
Tangi area. Police said the
shot came from an unknown
location.

Mongolla Reports Rising HIV Cases This Year
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leased for World AIDS Day
on December 1, the NCCD
said 36 new HIV cases were
recorded in the first eleven
months of 2025. Most pa-
tients are between 20 and 44
years old, and 99.7 per cent of
infections were caused by
sexual transmission.
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4 7 3 5 8 Mongolia now has 424 people
living with HIV or AIDS, ac-
s Telal:l7 slslal, cording to the National Center
Fill a 9x9 orid with for Communicable Diseases
Tl Tl B el L e e (NCCD). In a statement re-

Mongolia recorded its first
HIV case in 1992. Since then,
71 people have died of AIDS
in the country, which has a

population of 3.5 million.
Health officials say awareness
and early testing are import-
ant to control the spread.

According to the World
Health Organization, HIV
weakens the body by attacking
white blood cells. This makes it
easier for a person to suffer
from diseases such as tubercu-
losis, infections, and certain
cancers. AIDS is the most ad-
vanced stage of HIV infection.

HIV spreads through body
fluids like blood, semen, vag-
inal fluids, and breast milk. It
can also pass from an infected
mother to her baby during
pregnancy or childbirth. How-
ever, HIV does not spread

through hugging, kissing,
shaking hands, or sharing
food and water.

Health experts say HIV can
be prevented and managed
with antiretroviral therapy
(ART). Without treatment,
HIV may progress to AIDS
after several years. Many peo-
ple do not know they are in-
fected because early symptoms
may be mild or similar to the
flu, such as fever, headache,
rash, or sore throat. Regular
testing and safe practices
remain key to prevention.
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Hyundai, Kia see
November sales dip
globally

Seoul
Hyundai Motor and Kia
reported lower global
sales in November as
weak demand hit both
domestic and overseas
markets. Hyundai’s sales
dropped 2.4% to 349,507
units, with both local and
international numbers
slipping. Kia saw a small-
er decline of 0.8%, selling
262,065 vehicles. Despite
the slowdown, both com-
panies said they plan to
strengthen sales strate-
gies by boosting hybrid
and electric vehicle offer-
ings. Hyundai will also fo-
cus on new model
launches, while Kia aims
to grow through its
eco-friendly SUV and EV
lineup. Kia’s cumulative
Jan-uary—November
sales, however, rose 1.8%,
showing steady long-
term demand.

Maruti Reports
strong 26% sales
jumpin November

New Delhi
Maruti Suzuki India post-
ed a strong 26% rise in
total sales for November,
touching 2,29,021 units.
The company had sold
1,81,531 units in the same
month last year. Domestic
passenger vehicle dis-
patches also climbed
sharply to 1,70,971 units,
up 21% from 1,41,312 units
a year ago. Maruti said
demand remained steady
across key segments,
helping boost overall
numbers.

Tata Motors posts
strong 26% sales
growth

New Delhi
Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles reported a solid
rise in November sales,
touching 59,199 units, a
26 per cent jump from
last year’s 47,117 units. The
company said domestic
sales also grew well,
reaching 57,436 units, up
22 per cent compared to
47,063 units in the same
month last year. Officials
noted that demand for
new models and steady
interest in the SUV seg-
ment helped push overall
numbers. With this
growth, Tata Motors con-
tinues to strengthen its
presence in the com-
pet-itive passenger vehi-
cle market, giving the
company a strong start as
the year moves toward its
close.
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FMONLIC’S INDEPENDENT
INVESTMENT DECISIONS

LIC invests in top NSE and BSE companies, W|th 4, 30 776.97 crin Nifty 50 equities

® Continued from page 1

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told Parliament
on Monday that the Finance
Ministry does not issue any
advice or instructions to the
Life Insurance Corpora-tion
of India (LIC) regarding how
it should invest its funds. In
her written reply to the Lok
Sabha, she said that LIC
makes all investment deci-
sions on its own after follow-
ing strict checks, risk reviews,
and legal requirements.

She explained that LIC’s
investment practices are guid-
ed by the Insurance Act,
1938, along with regulations
issued by IRDAI, the RBI,
and SEBI. These rules en-sure
that LIC applies strong finan-
cial discipline and maintains
the highest stand-ards of re-
sponsibility while managing

policyholders’ money.
According to the minister,
LIC mostly invests in the top
500 companies listed on the
NSE and BSE. A large share of
its funds is placed in the big-
gest and most stable compa-
nies among these. As of Sep-
tember 30, 2025, LIC’s invest-
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ment in Nifty 50 companies
stood at Rs 4,30,776.97 crore,
making up 45.85 per cent of its
total equity investment.

All investment activities of
LIC are closely checked by
multiple layers of scrutiny.
These include concurrent au-
ditors, statutory auditors, sys-

tem auditors, IFC audi-tors,
and the corporation’s internal
vigilance mechanisms. The
IRDATI also con-ducts period-
ic inspections to ensure that
LIC continues to follow all
required standards. The min-
ister stressed that there is no
direct government oversight
on LIC’s investment choices.

Sitharaman also shared
company-wise details of
LIC’s holdings. LIC’s invest-
ment in Adani Group compa-
nies totals Rs 38,658.85 crore,
including stakes in ACC Ltd
and Ambuja Cements. Its
largest private-sector holding
is in Reliance Industries at Rs
40,901.38 crore, followed by
Infosys, TCS, HDFC Bank,
and Hindustan Uni-lever. LIC
also invests heavily in major
public sector companies such
as SBI, Coal India, ONGC,
PNB, and GIC.
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UPI transactions
see strong rise in
November

NEW DELHI

UPI transactions in India con-
tinued their strong upward
trend in November, re-flect-
ing steady consumer spending
and the growing trust in digi-
tal payments. Ac-cording to
data from the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India
(NPCI), UPI rec-orded a 32
percent year-on-year rise in
the number of transactions,
reaching 20.47 billion for the
month. The total transaction
value also grew by 22 percent
to Rs 26.32 lakh crore.

The average daily transac-
tion amount stood at Rs
87,721 crore, while Novem-
ber saw 682 million daily
transactions on average,
slightly higher than October’s
668 million.

Instant money transfers
(IMPS) also showed healthy
growth, with monthly
trans-actions amounting to Rs
6.15 lakh crore—an increase
of 10 percent compared to last
year. IMPS transaction count
touched 369 million, and av-
erage daily transfers reached
Rs 20,506 crore.

In October, UPI had already
recorded strong gains, with a
25 percent rise in transaction
count and a 16 percent jump
in value.

Odisha rising as India’s
strong clean energy hub

NEW DELHI

Odisha is quickly becoming
one of India’s most promising
clean-energy destina-tions,
supported by its natural ad-
vantages, forward-looking
policies, and growing indus-
trial demand, according to a
new EY-Assocham report re-
leased on Monday. The state’s
strong solar, wind, and hydro
potential, combined with a ro-
bust port ecosystem, positions
it to play a major role in meet-
ing India’s 2030 clean-energy
goals and long-term net-zero
vision.

The report highlights that
Odisha’s ports, expanding in-
dustrial base, and plans for
energy storage and green hy-
drogen give it a unique chance
to attract investment. These
strengths could help the state
emerge as a green manufactur-
ing hub for eastern India. Odi-
sha’s well-developed ports
also create major opportunities
for exporting green hydrogen
and ammonia to global mar-
kets such as Japan, Korea, and
the European Union.

Several leading international
companies are already assess-
ing green hydrogen and am-
monia projects along the east-

ern coast, strengthening Odis-
ha’s position as a growing
clean-energy export centre.
According to EY India, the
state’s founda-tion for green
industrialisation is powered by
its port-based ecosystem at Pa-
radeep, Dhamra, and Gopal-
pur, strong renewable energy
potential, and support-ive state
incentives. Odisha also has an
impressive 34 GW
pumped-storage poten-tial,
which can help produce round-
the-clock renewable energy
and support grid stability.

The report projects that Odi-
sha’s peak electricity demand
will reach 10,564 MW by FY
2033-34 due to industrial
growth and rising consump-
tion. To meet this demand, the
state may need 26,237 MW of
additional contracted capacity
in the next decade, highlight-
ing the need for careful plan-
ning and strong infrastruc-
ture. To manage these oppor-
tunities, the report recom-
mends forming a dedicated
State Energy Planning and
Transformation Unit. This
unit would focus on re-new-
able energy, storage, hydro-
gen production, ports, trans-
mission, land man-agement,
and finance.

The OSHWC Code mandates hazard assessments, approval, uniform
petroleum standards, risk-based inspections, audits & emergency systems

New labour codes strengthen
safety for petroleum workers

NEW DELHI

The government has an-
nounced that the new labour
codes — the Occupational
Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 (OS-
HWC Code) and the Social
Security Code, 2020 — will
greatly improve safety mea-
sures and welfare support for
workers in the petroleum sec-
tor. These reforms bring refin-
eries, fuel depots, and other
petroleum units under one
national safety framework,
making rules clearer and
stronger.

Under the OSHWC Code,
companies must carry out
structured hazard identifi-
ca-tion and detailed risk as-
sessments before beginning
any hazardous operations.
They must also secure gov-
ernment approval in advance.
The code sets national stan-
dards for handling, storing,

transporting, and disposing of
petroleum materi-als, making
operations safer and more
uniform across the country. It
also intro-duces risk-based
inspections, regular safety au-
dits, an emergency command
framework, and digital com-
pliance tools similar to those
used by major global oil and
gas firms.

Worker health protections
have been strengthened as
well. The code requires
pre-employment, periodic,
and post-exposure medical
check-ups for all workers in-
volved in hazardous petro-
leum tasks. Free annual health
examinations are mandatory.
In addition, only trained and
certified workers may handle
petroleum products or hazard-
ous chemicals. Employers
must maintain safety equip-
ment, of-fer proper training,
and follow an eight-hour shift
limit to reduce fatigue, an

es-sential safeguard for indus-
tries running around the
clock.

The Social Security Code,
2020 expands Employees’
State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) coverage to petroleum
workplaces, ensuring access
to medical care, injury com-
pensation, disability and de-
pendents’ benefits, maternity
support, and pro-tection from
occupational diseases. Digital
records make benefits easier
to track and transfer.

The government says these
codes mark a major shift from
a reactive, compliance-heavy
system to a modern, preven-
tion-focused, technolo-
gy-driven approach. The re-
forms aim to improve disci-
pline, strengthen skills, en-
hance emergency readi-ness,
simplify regulations, and
build a safer environment for
petroleum workers nation-
wide.
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HSBC predicts RBI
to reduce repo rate

NEW DELHI

HSBC Global Investment Re-
search has said that the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) is
likely to reduce the policy
repo rate by 25 basis points
during the Monetary Poli-cy
Committee (MPC) meeting
on December 5. If this hap-
pens, the repo rate will fall to
5.25 per cent. The report ex-
plains that inflation is expect-
ed to stay well be-low the
RBI’s target for some time,
giving room for a rate cut.

According to HSBC, In-

dia’s economic z=
growth has remained =~ Z
strong so far.
Gov-ernment spend- &
ing was front-loaded, -
and GST rate cuts |
helped boost retail
de-mand. However,
the November Flash Manu-
facturing PMI reading of 56.6
showed that the GST-led push
may now be slowing, with
new orders appearing weaker.
The report notes that while
growth looks strong at the
moment, it may soften in the
March 2026 quarter. This
could happen because the fis-
cal push is expected to ease
and exports may slow across
global markets. For these rea-
sons, HSBC be-lieves the RBI
is likely to begin easing its
policy rates this December.
India’s GDP numbers have

The report warns
growth may slow in
March 2026 as fiscal
support eases and ex-
ports decline,
prompting HSBC to
expect RBI to start
easing policy rates
December

also surprised on the upside.
Growth for July—September
stood at 8.2 per cent, higher
than the previous quarter’s 7.8
per cent and above HSBC’s

= own expectation of

- 7.5 per cent. GVA
W\ growth was 8.1 per
. cent, and nominal
. GDP rose 8.7 per
~ cent.

HSBC said this
strong momentum is
supported by two key factors.
First, manufac-turers in-
creased production ahead of
GST rate cuts announced on
August 15 and applied on
September 22. Second, low-
er-income states have recently
started growing faster than
higher-income ones, lifting
national GDP because it re-
flects the combined output of
all states. The report adds that
India’s growth has stayed firm
despite the 50 per cent re-
cip-rocal tariff imposed by the
US on Indian exports since
August.

Mahindra prorts strg 19%
sales growth in November

NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra re-
corded a solid 19% rise in
overall sales for November,
touching 92,670 units, includ-
ing exports. SUV sales led the
growth, with 56,336 units
sold in the domestic market,
up 22% from last year. Total
SUV sales, includ-ing ex-
ports, reached 57,598 units.

Commercial vehicle sales also
grew 17% to 24,843 units.
The company marked one
year of its Electric Origin
SUVs and launched the new
XEV 9S. Three-wheeler sales
rose 7%, while exports in-
creased 5% to 2,923 units.
Mabhindra Last Mile Mobility
also crossed a milestone by
selling over 3 lakh electric
commercial vehicles.

Export recovery set to boost
agrochemical revenue

NEW DELHI

India’s agrochemical indus-
try is expected to see a 67
percent rise in revenue this
fiscal year, driven mainly
by a rebound in exports af-
ter two slow years, accord-
ing to a new report by Cris-
il Ratings. The improve-
ment comes as global de-
mand re-covers and inven-
tories return to normal lev-
els, even as domestic sales
remain weak due to an ex-
tended monsoon that affect-
ed kharif season buying.
Crisil said the industry
could return to its long-term
growth rate of 8—10 percent
next year if exports main-
tain momentum and domes-
tic demand strengthens. Sta-
ble raw material prices,
steady realisations, and lim-
ited impact from US tariffs

are expected to keep operat-
ing margins largely un-
changed this year and next.

The report highlighted
that over 65 percent of In-
dia’s agrochemical exports
go to Latin America, North
America, and Europe. Latin
America is growing modest-
ly, Europe is seeing recov-
ery after inventory correc-
tion, and the US market re-
mains steady, with most
Indian shipments exempt
from tariffs.

According to Crisil Se-
nior Director Anuj Sethi,
global farm sentiment is im-
proving, which may push
export revenue up by 8-9
percent this fiscal. With
Chinese sup-ply stabilising
and inventory pressure eas-
ing, domestic and export
prices are ex-pected to re-
main steady.

Pak faces rising pressure from Chinese loans

NEW DELHI

Pakistan is facing growing
stress from its rising debt to
China, as the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
now accounts for nearly $30
billion of the country’s exter-
nal loans. High interest rates
and repayment in foreign cur-
rency have made the burden
heavier, increasing the risks
linked to delays, economic
problems, and political uncer-
tainty.

CPEC began with big
hopes, but progress has been
slow. Out of 90 planned pro-
jects, only 38 are finished,
and important sites like Gwa-
dar Port and its airport are
still operating at a limited lev-
el. This gap between grand
plans and actual re-sults has
raised concerns about the fu-
ture of the project.

Security and public percep-
tion remain major hurdles. In

Balochistan, local groups are
demanding a fairer approach
that considers the needs of
residents, not just large inves-
tors. Of the nine Special Eco-
nomic Zones, only three show
active de-velopment, while
the rest remain stuck in plan-
ning. This reflects deeper in-
stitu-tional challenges and the
need for stronger coordina-
tion.

Environmental pressure is
also growing. Rising resource
use and emissions have in-

creased the need for better
monitoring and sustainable
practices, or the re-gion’s eco-
systems could face serious
harm.

CPEC is evolving at a time
when global alliances are
shifting. While new part-
ner-ships may help diversify
investments, they also expose
the risks of depending too
heavily on a single major
partner. The updated phase,
known as CPEC 2.0, now fo-
cuses on industrial zones, ag-
riculture, and mining.
Launched in 2015 with $46
billion in promises, CPEC has
changed from a massive
transformation plan into a
project adjusting to financial
limits and governance chal-
lenges. Despite this, it re-
mains strategically important,
but it clearly requires flexible,
careful management and bal-
anced risk-sharing to move
forward.

[EXPLORATION APPROVALS SIMPLIFIED!

Govt eases process for coal exploratlon approvals

NEW DELHI

The Central government has
introduced a simpler and fast-
er system for approving ex-
ploration programmes and
Geological Reports (GRs) for
coal and lignite blocks. This
move marks an important pro-
cedural change aimed at im-
proving the ease of doing
business in India’s explora-
tion sector and reducing un-
necessary delays.

The Ministry of Coal re-
viewed the earlier method and
created a more streamlined
process for approving docu-
ments prepared by Accredited
Prospecting Agencies (APAs).

These agencies are certified
by QCI-NABET and must
have their reports peer-re-
viewed by another accredited
agency. Under the new rules,
the approval of the committee

set up in January 2022 is no
longer required, which re-
moves a major procedural
layer that previously slowed
down the system.

According to the ministry,

the reform highlights the gov-
ernment’s strong trust in pri-
vate exploration agencies and
their growing role in the sec-
tor. By allowing these private
entities to use their technolo-
gy, skills, and innovative ap-
proaches, the government
hopes to make coal explora-
tion faster, more efficient, and
more transparent.

Officials said the new sys-
tem will save at least three
months in processing a
Geo-logical Report. This fast-
er approval will help coal
block allottees begin opera-
tions sooner and finish im-
portant milestones on time.
The change is expected to

speed up exploration work,
strengthen long-term resource
security, and support sus-tain-
able use of coal and lignite
reserves.

India’s rising energy needs
require quicker and more reli-
able exploration efforts. The
Ministry of Coal continues to
push reforms that encourage
private participa-tion, boost
transparency, and ensure the
country remains prepared for
future energy demands. The
latest initiative reinforces the
government’s commitment to
modernising the coal explora-
tion ecosystem and supporting
the broader vision of a devel-
oped and energy-secure Bharat.
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ASIA'S DELUGE:

Monsoon Fury and
the Path Forward

late November 2025, as

the annual monsoon sea-
son gripped South and South-
east Asia with unyielding
force, the skies unleashed a
tor-rent unlike any in recent
memory. Torrential rains,
swollen rivers, and cascading
landslides transformed vi-
brant communities into
scenes of unimaginable dev-
asta-tion. From the bustling
streets of Colombo in Sri
Lanka to the misty highlands
of Sumatra in Indonesia, and
the coastal lowlands of south-
ern Thailand, floodwaters
surged with ferocious speed,
claiming over 1,000 lives and
displacing millions. This was
no ordinary monsoon; it was a
harbinger of a climate-altered
future, where extreme weather
events, intensified by hu-
man-induced warming, strike
with greater ferocity and fre-
quency. As rescue teams wade
through knee-deep mud and
families cling to rooftops
awaiting helicopters, the ques-
tion echoes across the region:
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In the sweltering heat of

How did we arrive here, and
what must we do to endure
what comes next?

The 2024-2025 floods, trig-
gered by a rare convergence
of tropical cyclones and pro-
longed monsoon downpours,
stand as one of the deadliest
natural disasters in Asia's re-
cent history. In Indonesia
alone, the national disaster
agency reported 502 fatalities,
with 508 still missing amid
the rubble of collapsed homes
and bur-ied villages. Sri Lan-
ka, battered by Cyclone Dit-

wah, tallied 355 deaths

. — ~and 366 unaccounted

for, marking its

worst calamity
since the
2004 tsu-
nami.
Thai-

I
|
|
|

The

floods' fury extends to the ar-
teries of global commerce,
severing supply chains that
underpin economies from Sil-
icon Valley to European facto-
ries. South-east Asia, a linch-
pin in electronics, textiles, and
commodities, grinds to a halt

land's southern provinces, par-
ticularly Songkhla, bore wit-
ness to 170 lives lost, while
Malaysia and Vietnam added
dozens more to the grim led-
ger. Over 4 million peo-ple—
nearly 3 million in Thailand
and 1.1 million in Indonesia—
faced evacuation, their homes
submerged under waters that
rose eight feet in mere hours.
Hat Yai, Thailand's commer-
cial hub, recorded 335 milli-
meters of rain in a single day,
a del-uge unseen in 300 years,
turning streets into raging riv-
ers and isolating maternity
wards with newborns inside.

The human cost extends far
beyond the immediate horror,
weaving a tapestry of survival
laced with grief. In Sri Lan-
ka's central hills, where land-
slides buried entire villages,
rescuers uncovered an endan-
gered Sumatran elephant en-
tangled in de-bris—a poignant
symbol of nature's indiscrimi-
nate wrath.
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Rising Monsoon Extremes: Why South and
Southeast Asia Are Seeing Record-Breaking Floods

At the heart of this catastro-
phe lies a climate system
pushed to its breaking point.
The monsoon, long a life-giv-
ing rhythm for Asia's agrarian
heartlands, has mor-phed into
a weapon of destruction. Typ-
ically spanning June to Sep-
tember, the 2024-2025 season
extended its fury into Novem-
ber, fueled by a rare tropical
storm in the Malacca Strait
and Cyclone Ditwah over the
Bay of Bengal.

In Hat Yai, rainfall exceed-
ed 300-year norms, while Co-
lombo's Kelani River basin
saw over-flows that sub-
merged 148,000 homes. Sci-
entists attribute this escalation
to hu-man-caused climate
breakdown: warming oceans,
supercharged by trapped
greenhouse gases, inject

"l Zconomic Shockwaves: How

as ports

flood and

factories

shutter. In

Thailand's Hat

Yai, a key manufac-

turing node, submersion of
industrial estates halts produc-
tion of automotive parts and
gar-ments, delaying exports
worth millions daily. Indone-
sia's Sumatra, vital for palm
oil and rubber, sees plantations
underwater, spiking global
prices for these essen-tials
used in everything from biofu-

Migration and Displacement:
Floods Forcing Communities
to Move Across Borders

Floods don't just drown
homes—they uproot lives,
propelling a tide of climate
refugees across porous bor-
ders. In 2025, over 4 million
displaced in Southeast Asia
join a swelling exodus, with
1.3 million in Sri Lanka alone
fleeing Cyclone Dit-wah's
wrath. Low-lying Colombo
suburbs emptied as 148,000
sought higher ground, many
crossing into Tamil Nadu, In-
dia, straining informal net-
works. Indo-nesia's 300,000
evacuees from Sumatra's
landslides trek to urban pe-
ripheries, overwhelming Ja-
karta's slums.

Cross-border flows intensify
humanitarian strains. Malay-

sian Perlis shelters 18,700, in-
cluding Indonesian day-labor-
ers fleeing flooded rubber es-
tates, while Thailand's 2 mil-
lion displaced include Myan-
mar migrants from upstream
Mekong breaches. In Vietnam,
250,000 evacuated from cen-
tral floods eye Cambodian bor-
ders, echoing 2011's 500,000
displacements. Poorer families
migrate farthest, women and
children facing heightened
risks of trafficking and ex-
ploitation in transit camps.

Long-term, this signals a
migration crisis: by 2050,
200 million climate mi-
grants globally, per UN es-
timates, with Asia's deltas
ground zero.
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els to tires.

The ripple effects are seis-
mic. Vietnam's central floods,
damaging $1.2 billion in infra-
structure, disrupt semiconduc-
tor flows, echoing 2021's chip
shortages that idled car plants
worldwide. Malaysia's Perlis
inundations strand 4,000 tour-
ists and clog northern trade
routes, while Sri Lanka's Co-
lombo port—handling 7 mil-
lion containers yearly—faces
backlogs from Kelani over-
flows. Commodity markets
tremble: palm oil futures jump
15% as Sumatran yields plum-
met, inflating food and cosmet-
ic costs globally. Rubber from
flooded Thai estates tightens
tire sup-plies, pressuring auto-
makers amid EV transitions.

Global Supply Chains

Geopolitical tensions com-
pound the chaos. Proposed
U.S. tariffs—10-20% base-line,
60% on China—exacerbate re-
routing woes, with Red Sea
disruptions already inflating
freight by 300%. Cyber vulner-
abilities in sub-tier suppliers,
hit harder by outages, invite
attacks, as seen in 2024's elec-
tronics hacks.

Everstream Analytics warns
flooding tops 2025 risks, with
U.S. claims from Hurricane
Helene nearing $7 billion. In
Asia, facility shutdowns in
flood-prone hubs like Shen-
zhen's ports—suspended by
Typhoon Ragasa—cascade de-
lays, while inland wildfires in
Califor-nia's logistics corridors
mitror the strain.

storms with unprecedented
energy. For every degree Cel-
sius of global warming, the
atmosphere holds 7% more
moisture, translating to heavi-
er downpours and flash floods
that overwhelm even the most
resilient land-scapes.

South and Southeast Asia,
home to over 2 billion people,
sit at the epicenter of this
transformation. The East
Asian Summer Monsoon,
driving peak rains from May
to September, now collides
with erratic patterns like La
Nifla, which cools Pa-cific
waters and intensifies trade
winds, drawing more mois-
ture inland.

In 2025, this interplay
birthed Cyclone Senyar—a
"rare" formation in the
strait—dumping over 100

Infrastructure
on the Brink:
How Floods
Exposed
Weaknesses
in Asian
Urban
Planning

Urban jungles, built on floodplains, crum-
bled under the deluge, exposing decades of
shortsighted planning. Colombo's drainage,
clogged by unchecked sprawl, turned streets
into canals, submerging 80% of low-lying
homes. Hat Yai's outdat-ed culverts, over-
whelmed by 335mm rains, isolated hospitals
and markets, stranding 30 newborns in a
flooded maternity ward. In Indonesia's
Padang, col-lapsed bridges severed Suma-
tra's north-south lifeline, delaying aid to

28,400 in shelters.

River management failures amplify woes:
the Kelani's unmaintained embank-ments
breached, flooding Kaduwela's outskirts.

Global Responsibility:
How International Action
(or Inaction) Shapes
Flood Re-covery Efforts

The world's indifference amplifies Asia's
agony. COP29's $100 billion adaptation
pledge lags, leaving $1.2 billion Vietnam-
ese damages underfunded. U.S. tariffs

millimeters in 24 hours across
Sumatra, Aceh, and West Su-
matra. The result: flash floods
that buried villages under me-
ters of mud, landslides that
claimed hundreds, and river
breaches that isolated entire
provinces. Vietnam's central
coast, lashed by Typhoon Kal-
maegi, echoed the chaos with
66 deaths and widespread
evacuations.

Data paints a stark picture.
Global models from the Cou-
pled Model Intercompari-son
Project predict that by 2100,
extreme rainfall events in the
region could surge by 20-30%,
with coastal cities like Bang-
kok and Yangon facing pro-
longed inunda-tion. In India,
though spared the worst this
cycle, upstream Himalayan
glacial melts—accelerated by

2°C regional warming—feed
the Brahmaputra and Ganges,
priming future monsoons for
overflow. The 2025 floods,
claiming over 900 lives across
four nations, underscore a vi-
cious cycle: deforestation in
Sumatra's peat-lands reduces
soil absorption, urban sprawl
in Colombo's outskirts chokes
drain-age, and overfished
oceans weaken natural barriers
like mangroves. As one me-te-
orologist noted, "The monsoon
isn't changing; it's us, through
fossil fuels and land grabs,
that's rewriting its script."

This isn't mere weather—
it's a pattern etched in data.
Since 2000, extreme flood
events in Southeast Asia have
doubled, per the ASEAN Co-
ordinating Centre for Human-
itarian Assistance.

Malaysia's Kemena River, shallow from silt
buildup, spilled into Sarawak, displacing
7,397. Urban concretization—paving 30%
more green space in Bangkok since 2000—
hastens runoff, turning choes into torrents.
Landslides in Sikkim's Teesta basin, trig-
gered by deforested slopes, echo Himachal's
cloudburst scars.

Lessons demand reform: sponge city mod-
els in China absorb 70% more rainwater via
permeable pavements and wetlands. India's

Surat integrates embankments with real-time

monitoring, reducing breaches 50%. Yet,
funding gaps persist—3$23.6 billion needed
for Thailand's 2025 resilience alone.

Agriculture Under Water: Impact of
Asian Floods on Global Food Security

Fields once golden with rice now lie drowned, a grim tableau
of climate's assault on Asia's breadbasket. The 2025 floods rav-
aged 200,000 hectares of crops in Vi-etnam alone, slashing rice
yields by up to 4.3% globally—the staple for half the world's
population. In Thailand's Mekong Delta, submergence destroys
jasmine rice paddies, threatening exports that feed 500 million.
Indonesia's Sumatra palm oil groves, submerged under meters
of water, face fungal rot, potentially hiking global prices 20%
and disrupting biodiesel chains.

Rubber taps silent in flooded Malaysian estates signal tire
shortages, while Sri Lanka's tea hills, buried in landslides, im-
peril the $1.3 billion industry that employs millions. Cassava
and sugarcane in Vietnam's central belt, vital for animal feed
and ethanol, rot in stagnant pools, exacerbating food inflation
amid Ukraine's lingering grain curbs. The Mekong's saltwater
intrusion, worsened by sea-level rise, saliniz-es delta soils, forc-
ing farmers to abandon ancestral plots.

Global food security teeters. Asia produces 90% of the
world's rice; a 18-million-ton annual loss from floods could
spike prices 10-15%, hitting import-dependent Africa hardest.
In India, though less flooded, upstream Brahmaputra overflows
echo risks, with glacial melts priming mega-floods.

disrupt reroutes, while China's Yarlung
dam raises downstream fears. Yet, alli-
anc-es forge paths: India's 12-tonne aid to
Sri Lanka via Operation Sagar Bandhu
aids 500,000.

Foreign aid—UK's PACT, AFD's Adap-
tAction—bolsters early warnings, but pri-
vate innovation from Kenya's Ushahidi
maps crises. Climate negotiations must
priori-tize: tripling finance by 2035, as
pledged. As global leaders convene, Asia's
survi-vors implore: Inaction drowns us
all; action lifts the tide

Health After the Storm:
Spread of Disease and the
Strain on Medical Systems

As waters recede, a silent epidemic brews in the
muck. Stagnant pools breed Ae-des mosquitoes,
spiking dengue cases 200% post-flood in the Phil-
ippines. Lepto-spirosis, lurking in rodent-tainted
floods, claims dozens in Sri Lanka's urban fring-
es, its fever-mimicking symptoms overwhelming
clinics. In Thailand's south, chol-era surges from
contaminated wells, while Vietnam's central del-
uge fosters meli-oidosis outbreaks.

Medical systems buckle: Indonesia's Aceh hos-
pitals, flooded and understaffed, tri-age 58 injured
amid power blackouts. Sri Lanka's 1.1 million af-
fected strain Co-lombo's wards, with 191 missing
complicating contact tracing. Co-infections—den-
gue-leptospirosis—complicate diagnoses, per re-
gional health bulletins. Mar-ginalized groups—mi-
grants in Malaysia's shelters—face barriers to care,
amplify-ing transmission.
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Ex—l\/Iaradona
trainer urges
Lionel Messi
to leave MLS
temporarily
for World Cup
readiness

M Chinnaswamy Stadium’s IPL future hinges on government-
mandated structural fitness clearance

Stadium Safety Review Puts IPL 2026
Matches at Chlnnaswamy in Doubt

BENGALURU

The future of Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 matches at
Bengaluru’s M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium has become
uncertain after the Karnataka
government ordered a com-
prehensive structural safety
clearance before granting per-
mission to host games. The
directive follows the fatal
stampede earlier this year that
killed 11 people and injured
nearly 50 during a celebratory
event for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB).

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has formally in-
structed the Karnataka State
Cricket Association (KSCA)
to submit a detailed structural
fitness report prepared by ex-
perts accredited by the Na-
tional Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Lab-
oratories (NABL). The gov-
ernment has stated that only
after independent specialists
verify the stadium’s ability to
safely accommodate large
crowds will it consider allow-
ing IPL fixtures in 2026.

Built on 17 acres of PWD-
leased land in central Benga-

luru, the Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um has already faced signifi-
cant repercussions following
the June tragedy. The venue
has not hosted a single match
since the incident, and a sub-
sequent inquiry led by Justice
John Michael D’Cunha de-
clared the stadium fundamen-
tally unsafe for large gather-
ings. The commission’s report
warned of “unacceptable
risks” related to crowd man-
agement, emergency response
and traffic flow, concluding
that the stadium was unfit for
high-attendance events.

The fallout extended beyond
the IPL. The Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) re-

voked Bengaluru’s hosting
rights for the Women’s ODI
World Cup, shifting matches
— including the final — to
Navi Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadi-
um. The city was also excluded
from the match list for the
Men’s T20 World Cup sched-
uled for February—March 2026.

For Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru, whose identity is
deeply tied to the Chinnas-
wamy, the ruling casts fresh
uncertainty. Long regarded as
one of India’s most vibrant
cricketing venues, its return to
IPL action will now depend
entirely on passing stringent
safety evaluations mandated
by the state government.

BUENOS AIRES

Lionel Messi may
be enjoying a stellar
run with Inter Mi-
ami, but Fernando
Signorini — Diego
Maradona’s former
trainer — believes
the Argentine cap-
tain must rethink his
plans ahead of the
2026 FIFA World
Cup. Signorini has
urged Messi to “pri-
oritise the World
Cup” and consider
stepping away tem-
porarily from Major
League Soccer,
which he described
as “a parody of foot-
ball.”

Messi recently
helped Inter Miami
crush New York
City FC 5-1 in the
Eastern Conference
Final, providing an
assist and guiding
his team into the
MLS Cup 2025. The
38-year-old also sur-
passed Ferenc Pus-
kas for the most ca-
reer assists in foot-
ball history, reaching
an extraordinary
tally of 405.

However, Signori-
ni warned that the
MLS calendar —
which offers fewer
competitive matches
leading into the
World Cup — could
leave Messi under-
prepared compared
to players competing
in Europe. Speaking
to Super Deportivo
Radio, he said, “Leo

needs to prioritise
the World Cup. He’s
caught up in this in-
fernal record-break-
ing machine that I
don’t know the point

Mbappe Scores, but Madrid
Slip as Barca Gain Edge

GIRONA

January’s Spanish Super Cup.

of, because what
he’s doing now isn’t
football — it’s a par-
ody of football.”

The veteran train-
er suggested that
Messi should take a
break with his fami-
ly and consider a
short-term loan to a
more competitive
environment ahead
of football’s biggest
tournament.

Messi, meanwhile,
has maintained that
his participation in
the 2026 World Cup
will depend on his
physical condition.
Speaking to SPORT,
he said he does not
want to be a “bur-
den” and must “feel
physically fit” be-
fore committing to
Argentina’s cam-
paign. The MLS
schedule, with a
pre-season period
and fewer matches
before the tourna-
ment, will require
him to assess his
readiness “day by
day.”

Still, Messi admit-
ted that the World
Cup holds un-
matched signifi-
cance. “It’s spe-
cial... the biggest
competition there
is,” he said. “I’m ex-
cited, but taking it
one day at a time.”

Real Madrid’s title charge suffered an-
other setback as they were held to a 1-1
draw by Girona, marking their third
straight La Liga stalemate and allow-
ing Barcelona to stay atop the table.
Azzedine Ounahi struck just before
half-time to give the hosts a surprise
lead, before Kylian Mbappe levelled
from the penalty spot to sal-

feated Alaves to move
into first place. Madrid
needed a win to reclaim
the summit but now trail
the reigning champions by
one point. The result also in-
tensifies pressure on coach Xabi
Alonso, whose future has been the sub-
ject of growing speculation. “We are
up there, it’s all very even...

to continue with the unity we have,”
Alonso said after the match.

Madrid travel next to Athletic Bilbao
on Wednesday for a fourth consecutive
away league fixture, a scheduling ad-
justment due to their participation in

vage a point for Madrid. Real
The draw came just Madrid held
hours after Barcelona de- by Girona as

in La Liga
race

we have

Barcelona gain
crucial advantage

result we wanted...
change this dynamic,” Mbappe wrote
on Instagram.

Elsewhere, Villarreal stayed in the
title hunt after Alberto Moleiro’s
stoppage-time winner sealed a dra-
matic 3-2 victory over Real Socie-
dad, while Real Betis defeated Sevil-
la 2-0 in a heated derby interrupted
by crowd trouble.

The match itself was tense and
scrappy, with both sides missing early
chances. Mbappe had a goal disal-
lowed for handball before Ounahi
stunned Madrid with a crisp strike
from the edge of the box. Girona, 18th
and fighting relegation, pushed aggres-
sively and nearly extended their lead,

forcing a superb save from Thibaut

Courtois. Madrid slowly re-
gained momentum, and after
Vinicius Jr. had a goal
ruled out for offside, the
Brazilian won a penalty
when he was fouled by
Hugo Rincon. Mbappe
converted emphatically for
his 14th league goal of the
campaign. “Absolutely not the
we need to

Coca-Cola Partners
with HI to Boost
Jr Women’s WC

Preparations

NEW DELHI

Coca-Cola India, through its
Anandana Foundation and the
#SheTheDifference initiative,
has strengthened its partner-
ship with Hockey India to sup-
port the junior women’s squad

preparing for the 2025 FIH

Women’s Junior Hockey
World Cup in Sant1ag0
Chile.

The collaboration, now
in its third year, focuses

on providing international W&

exposure, specialised

coaching and holistic de- &

velopment programmes
aimed at enhancing the read-
iness of emerging players.
The support has included mul-
tiple high-performance camps
in India, Amsterdam and Ber-
lin, along with a rigorous five-
match exposure tour to Austra-
lia where the squad gained
valuable experience against
top-tier opponents.

Anandana’s backing also
covers training equipment,
performance tools, internation-
al travel and accommodation,
and athlete welfare pro-
grammes — all designed to
build technical depth, confi-
dence and match temperament
among young players.

LUCAS PAQUETA SLAMS FA FOR
LACK OF SUPPORT AFTER RED CARD

NEW DELHI

West Ham United midfielder
Lucas Paqueta publicly criti-
cised the Football Association
(FA) following his red card in
the club’s 2-0 defeat to Liver-
pool, saying the governing
body failed to provide psy-
chological support during a
two-year spot-fixing investi-
gation. Paqueta, recently
cleared of all allegations,
linked his on-pitch behaviour
to the mental strain caused by
the prolonged probe.

The Brazilian was sent off
late in the match at London
Stadium after receiving two
yellow cards for dissent in
quick succession. The inci-
dent drew widespread atten-
tion, media reports describing
it as “ridiculous behaviour.”
Paqueta took to X (formerly
Twitter) to explain that the
FA’s lack of support during
the investigation had affected

his mental health, which may
have contributed to his con-
duct on the pitch.

“It’s ridiculous to have your
life and career affected for
two years without any psy-
chological support from the
federation,” Paqueta wrote.
He added, “Perhaps this ridic-
ulous behaviour is just a re-
flection of everything I’ve

had to endure. I’'m sorry if
I’m not perfect.”

Despite his criticism, Paque-
ta apologised for his actions in
the match, stating, “This does
not justify my expulsion and
for that I apologise to the fans
and my teammates!” West
Ham coach Nuno Espirito
Santo confirmed he will hold a
private discussion with Paque-

ta to understand his reaction.

Paqueta was cleared on July
31 of four spot-fixing charges
related to allegedly seeking
bookings in matches against
Leicester City, Aston Villa,
Leeds United, and Bour-
nemouth. The investigation
spanned two years, during
which he faced the possibility
of a lifetime ban.

' Australian cricketing
icon Shane Watson is
savouring his return to
. competitive cricket in

~ the Legends Pro T20

.I .| League, describing it as

-/ “the IPL for legends”

while appreciating its re-

' laxed, sun-soaked vibe.
|{' Speaking ahead of his

appearance, Watson said,

_ “Once that spark is
in you, it’s hard for
it to disappear. I still
enjoy hitting the ball
cleanly, I still want
to test myself, and
his league gives me

the space to do all of

that while actually
having fun again.”
One of the highlights

SHANE
WATSON

on Legends Pro
T20 League: “It
Feels Like the IPL
for Legends”

=

points tables or titles. It’s
a different kind of spe-
cial.”

Watson also praised
Goa as the ideal venue,
noting its laid-back
charm. “It reminds me
of growing up in Austra-
lia, hitting balls on the

beach, mates

: ""\%round you, and

waves in the

. background.

That carefree

spirit really fits a league
like this,” he added.

For Watson, the
league is more than a
fun outing—it celebrates
an era of cricket and its
supporters. “This genu-
inely feels like the IPL
for legends, big names,
enthusiastic crowds and

for Watson is sharing the
field with familiar faces
from his career. “Being
out there with guys like
Harbhajan, Shikhar and
Dale brings back a lot of
memories,” he said.
“We’ve played against
each other, spent time in
the same dressing
rooms, and travelled said.
. across the world togeth-
er. Now we get to en-
i joy all of that without
\i\the intensity of
Y

real cricket being
played. The fans who
watched us through our
careers still turn up with
incredible energy. The
competitiveness is still
there, and it’s a nice way
to honour what this
whole generation
brought to the sport,” he

Looking ahead, Wat-
son is optimistic the
tournament will capti-
vate fans.

Praggnanandhaa Continues Golden
Run at London Chess Classic Open

LONDON

Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa continued
his impressive form at the
London Chess Classic Open
2025, emerging as co-leader
alongside Velimir Ivic

with 5/6 points af-
ter six rounds.
Praggnanand-
haa drew his
game against
Hungary’s
GM Tamas
Fodos Jr. in
21 moves

before bouncing back to de-
feat IM Eytan Rozen of Is-
rael, reclaiming a top spot
on the leaderboard. The two
co-leaders are set to face
each other in the seventh
round, which could prove
decisive for the tourna-
ment’s outcome.
Despite a slight
rating loss, Pragg-
nanandhaa main-
tained his posi-
i tion at World
No. 7 in the De-
cember 2025
FIDE Rating list.
Meanwhile, fel-
low Indian Arjun
Erigaisi climbed
to World No. 5
after gaining 6.4
Elo points at the
FIDE World Cup
2025. World
Champion D
Gukesh slipped to
World No. 10 fol-
lowing his early
exit in the
third round.
Currently,
only five
Indian

players feature among the
global Top 30, highlighting
the competitive challenges
at the elite level.

Among Indian women,
GM Humpy Koneru moved
up to World No. 5 despite
not playing any rated games
in November, while GM
Divya Deshmukh dropped
to No. 12. IM Padmini Rout
and IM Savitha Shri B re-
main the only two Indian
women in the top ten to gain
Elo points recently.

November proved diffi-
cult for many Indian players
at the FIDE World Cup
2025. Arjun Erigaisi’s
strong form ended in a quar-
terfinal tiebreak loss to Chi-
na’s GM Wei Yi, while Pen-
tala Harikrishna delivered a
career-best performance
before bowing out to GM
Jose Eduardo Martinez Al-
cantara of Mexico.

Praggnanandhaa’s contin-
ued success at the London
Chess Classic reinforces his
standing among the world’s
elite, underlining India’s
growing influence in global
chess competitions.
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Kohli’s Future‘Not a Question’,

hu Kotak brushed

. ning century

ﬁ

—

India batting coach Sitans-

chatter around Virat
Kohli’s long-term ODI fu-
ture, insisting the star
batter remains central
to the team’s plans
after his match-win-

xllﬁrst ODI against
South Africa. In-
dia clinched a
tense 17-run
victory on
Sunday, with

;_d." —

aside

inthe pressed frustration at the
renewed debate over
whether senior players
such as Kohli and Rohit
Sharma would feature in
the 2027 ODI World Cup.

He stressed that neither

Kohli pro- the squad nor the team
ducing his management was think-
52nd ODI ing that far ahead. “I real-

hundred to ly don’t know why we
set up the need to look at all this,”
win. Ko- he said. “He’s batting so

tak well. The way he’s per-

ex- forming and the way his
fitness is — there are no
questions.”

He emphasised that ex-
perience, clarity of roles
and real-time learning
matter far more than dis-
tant projections, under-
scoring Kohli’s continued
value. “He’s just brilliant.
As long as he keeps bat-

RANCHI

At 38, an age when many cricket-
ers prefer to slow down, Virat
Kohli’s unwavering dedication to
the sport continues to draw admi-
ration. Former South Africa pacer
Dale Steyn recently lauded Kohli’s
relentless commitment after the
star batter hammered his 52nd ODI
century against South Africa,
showing that stepping away from

T20Is and Tests has not affected
his dominance in the ODI arena.

ting like this, there is no
point talking about any-
thing else,” Kotak added.

Kohli’s innings, built on
responsibility and compo-
sure, once again under-
lined his stature in the
format. Kotak confirmed
that the minor back dis-
comfort Kohli showed
during the knock was
nothing serious.

Kotak also highlighted
the impact of having both
Rohit and Kohli back in
the XI after the Test se-
ries loss, saying their
presence naturally lifts
the dressing room. He
noted that heavy dew
made bowling extremely
difficult in the second in-
nings, explaining South
Africa’s surge in the
chase.

He credited Harshit Ra-
na’s early strikes for tilting
the game India’s way in
challenging con-
ditions.
“With a
Kooka-
burra,
swing
lasts just
2-5 overs.
He made it
count,”
Kotak said.

Steyn highlighted Kohli’s excep-
tional mental fortitude, pointing out
how his intent is visible in every

aspect of his game—his
energetic running be-
tween the wickets, sharp
fielding efforts, and fear-
less dives. With more
than 300 ODIs to his
name, Kohli leans on
vast experience and a

strong belief in his well-honed
methods. Steyn further noted that
Kohli’s focus, visualization tech-

s Kotak after India Win

BATTING COACH SITANSHU KOTAK DISMISSES

— = SPECULATION ON VIRAT KOHLI'S ODI FUTURE FIRMLY

Mental Strength Matters

More Than Over-
Preparation, Says Virat Kohli

RANCHI

Virat Kohli underlined the value of mental clarity over exces-
sive practice after producing a commanding 135 in India’s se-
ries-opening ODI win against South Africa. His 52nd ODI
hundred not only anchored India’s innings but also reaffirmed
his relevance in the format he now exclusively plays, despite

limited match time in recent months.
Kohli’s century came amid discussions within the na-
tional selection committee about whether he should feature
in the upcoming Vijay Hazare Trophy to

Kohli’s Commitment Shines at 38, Says Dale Steyn

niques, and disciplined prepara-
tion keep him among the
world’s finest even as he moves
deeper into his career.
Kohli himself under-
lined the importance of
mental readiness, say-
ing that an hour or two
of solid net practice is
enough to assure him of
*  his rhythm. At 38, his
passion, fitness, and clarity of
mind continue to power perfor-
mances at the highest level.

sharpen his rhythm. Instead, the veteran
batter responded in trademark fashion
— with fluency, intensity and supreme
awareness at the crease. “I have never
been a believer of a lot of preparation.
All my cricket has been mental,” he
’ said after the match. “As long as my
fitness levels are up and I am feeling
well, it’s good.” With more than 300
ODIs behind him, Kohli said experi-
ence helps him understand how
much training he truly re-
quires. “If you’re in
touch with the game
and able to hit balls
in practice, if you
bat for an hour or
two in the nets,
you know you’re
good.

Jordan—-NASCAR
Showdown
Reaches Court

CHARLOTTE

Michael Jordan’s high-
stakes legal fight against
NASCAR moved into feder-
al court on Monday, opening
a jury trial that could dra-
matically alter the structure
and governance of top-tier
American stock-car racing.
Jordan-owned 23XI Racing
and Front Row Motorsports
have accused NASCAR of
operating as a monopoly, al-
leging anticompetitive con-
trol over charters, race
tracks, regulations and reve-
nue distribution.

The dispute began when
the two teams refused to
sign new charter agreements
in late 2024, arguing the
terms failed to address
long-standing demands for
permanent charters, a larger
share of revenues and a
meaningful voice in deci-
sion-making. NASCAR,
founded 76 years ago by the
France family, insists it has
violated no antitrust laws
and maintains that increased
payouts in the 2025 agree-
ment demonstrate fairness.

Pretrial discovery exposed
damaging internal communi-
cation on both sides — from
NASCAR executives mock-
ing team owners and fans, to
23XI representatives ex-
pressing contempt for the
France family.

MILAN

Nicola Pietrangeli, one of
Italy’s greatest tennis pio-
neers and a two-time French
Open champion, passed
away on Monday at the age
of 92, the Italian Tennis Fed-
eration (FITP) announced.
Widely regarded as the
country’s finest player be-
fore the rise of Jannik Sin-
ner, Pietrangeli remains the
only Italian inducted into the
World Tennis Hall of Fame.

Born in Tunis in 1933 to
an Italian father and Russian
mother, Pietrangeli became a
trailblazer for Italian tennis
through a career defined by
elegance, athleticism and re-
markable longevity. He cap-
tured 44 singles titles in to-
tal, headlined by his back-to-
back Roland Garros tri-
umphs in 1959 and 1960. He

ITALIAN TENNIS
LEGEND PIETRANGELI
DIES AT 92

also finished runner-up in
Paris twice, losing to Manu-
el Santana in 1961 and 1964,
and reached the Wimbledon
final in 1960, the same year
as his second French Open
crown.

Tributes poured in from
across the tennis world.
The Italian Open organ-
isers, recalling a champion
who won their event twice,
said: “It is with deep sad-
ness that we say goodbye
to Nicola Pietrangeli, a
true legend of Italian ten-
nis... Ciao, Nicola.”

Pietrangeli’s legacy ex-
tended beyond his individual
achievements. A cornerstone
of Italy’s Davis Cup history,
he contested 164 matches for
the national team and later
captained Italy to its first Da-
vis Cup title in 1976, further
cementing his place as a

foundational figure in the
sport’s growth in the country.

For decades, Pietrangeli
stood as the benchmark of
Italian tennis excellence—an
emblem of the sport’s early

global expansion and a fig-
ure whose grace and
achievements inspired gen-
erations. His death marks the
end of an era for Italian and
world tennis.

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com
Gaikwad at No. 4
Highlights India’s
Growing Selection
Dilemma

MUMBAI

Ruturaj Gaikwad’s unex-
pected move to No. 4 in
Ranchi has opened a fresh
chapter in India’s evolving
white-ball transition — one
that reflects both opportu-
nity and confusion within
the current selection frame-
work. The 28-year-old,
known for his exceptional
List A record and
long-standing success as an
opener, found himself in
untested territory on Sun-
day, stepping into a role he
has almost never played in
his domestic career.
Gaikwad’s shift was trig-
gered by a vacancy created
by Shreyas Iyer’s injury,
yet his selection for the
spot was never publicly
communicated. Officially,
Tilak Varma, Rishabh Pant
and Dhruv Jurel were listed
as contenders. Gaikwad,
picked as a reserve opener,
wasn’t expected to feature
at all had captain Shubman
Gill recovered from a neck
spasm in time. Instead, he
walked out at No. 4 — in
MS Dhoni’s backyard —
symbolising a broader
trend under head coach
Gautam Gambhir: ex-
perimentation without
continuity.

Recent series have
been marked by fre-
quent role shuffles,
leaving players unsure

of their standing. In the
home Test defeat to South
Africa, multiple batters
rotated through
No. 3. B. Sai
Sudharsan —
fresh off a ca-
reer-best perfor-
mance — was
dropped for the
first Test, only
to return once
the series
slipped away.
This inconsis-
tency has be-
gun affecting
performance
and eroding
player con-

fidence.

Resort Owner Rebuts Nepomniachtchi’s
Criticism after Chess WC Exit

GOA

A day after Russian Grand-
master lan Nepomniachtchi
lashed out at the organisers of
the Chess World Cup 2025 in
Goa, the owner of Resort Rio
— the official players’ hotel
— has strongly refuted his
claims, calling the criticism
“emotional” and “unexpect-
ed.” Nepomniacht-
chi, who crashed out
in the second round
after losing to India’s
Diptayan Ghosh, left
the playing hall im-
mediately and
checked out of his
hotel within an hour. He later
slammed the venue as
“sub-standard,” citing poor
rooms, food and service, as
well as humidity, mosquitoes
and jet lag, as factors behind
his early elimination.

His remarks triggered a
sharp response from Resort
Rio owner Anup Shah, who
told that he was “surprised” by
the outburst. “People should

not be commenting on things
like this. Not Grandmasters
reacting emotionally. Chess
players are supposed to be ra-
tional, logical thinkers, and
here we have people who
complain about humidity,” he
said, adding that Goa’s tropical
conditions were hardly unex-
pected. “It’s like going to Si-
beria and complaining about
the cold.”

Shah disputed
Nepomniachtchi’s
claim of receiving
only pineapples as
part of his meals, in-
sisting that the buf-
fet offered a diverse
menu designed for players
from multiple countries. “We
can’t just please the Russians
or the Iranians or the Turks.
We have to create a menu
that suits everyone,” he said.

He also defended the nutri-
tional value of the food pro-
vided. “Nepo talking about
not getting calories through
pineapples — I can prove
him wrong.

Verstappen Keeps Title Fight Alive With Qatar GP Win

QATAR

Max Verstappen reignited the
Formula 1 championship battle
by winning the Qatar Grand
Prix, ensuring that the title will
be decided at next weekend’s
season finale in Abu Dhabi.
The Red Bull driver, chasing a
fifth consecutive world cham-
pionship, held off McLaren’s
Oscar Piastri to claim his 70th
career victory.

Championship leader Lan-
do Norris, who would have

secured his maiden F1 crown
with a win in Lusail, finished
fourth after a challenging eve-
ning that saw him lose crucial
ground to both rivals. Piastri
crossed the line second, keep-
ing his title hopes alive de-
spite slipping to third in the
standings.

The trio has dominated the
season with seven wins each,
setting up one of the tightest
championship showdowns in
recent F1 history. Verstappen,
who started the weekend 24

points behind Norris, capital-
ised on a strong performance
and now sits just 12 points off
the top. Piastri, meanwhile,
trails Norris by 16 points
heading into Abu Dhabi.
Verstappen was calm but
jubilant on team radio after
taking the chequered flag.
“That’s a very lovely race,”
he said. “Great job everyone.”
Norris still has the chance
to become the first British
world champion since Lewis
Hamilton secured his seventh

title in 2020. However, the
momentum has shifted, and
the McLaren driver will need
a decisive performance in the
final round to hold off his
challengers.

A visibly frustrated Piastri
summed up the high-pressure
moment with a short, pained
reaction: “Speechless. I don’t
know any words.”

With just one race left, the
stage is set for a dramatic
conclusion to a fiercely con-
tested season.
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