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City to Face Two-Day Cauvery 
Water Disruption on Feb 5–6

BENGALURU
 

Several parts of Bengaluru 
will face a two-day disruption 
in Cauvery water supply on 
February 5 and 6 as the Ben-
galuru Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) 
undertakes emergency pipe-
line linking and maintenance 
works.

BWSSB Chairman Dr V 
Ram Prasath Manohar said 
the shutdown is required to 
facilitate critical pipeline con-
nections involving large-di-
ameter water lines as part of 
ongoing infrastructure up-
grades. The work includes 
linking 1,200 mm and 700 
mm diameter pipelines, which 
are essential to strengthening 
the city’s water distribution 
network and ensuring long-
term supply stability.

To execute the task safely, 
pumping operations under the 
Cauvery Water  Supply 
Scheme Phases I and II will 
be completely stopped for 24 
hours. The shutdown will be-
gin at 6 am on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5, and continue until 6 

am on Friday, February 6. 
During this period, no Cauv-
ery water will be pumped to 
the city’s reservoirs.

As a result, water supply 
will be disrupted across a 
wide range of residential, 
commercial and institutional 
areas in the city. The BWSSB 
chairman appealed to resi-
dents to store adequate water 
in advance and use it judi-
ciously during the disruption 
period. Tanker supply may be 
arranged in critical locations 
depending on demand, offi-
cials said.

Areas likely to be affected 
include Magadi Road, Pad-
manabha Nagar, Banashan-
kari 5th Phase, Kumaras-
wamy Layout Phases 1 and 2, 
Uttarahalli, ISRO Layout, 
Kanakapura Main Road, JP 

Nagar Phases 1, 2 and 3, 
Jayanagar Blocks 4 to 9, Wil-
son Garden, Koramangala 
Blocks 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
Madiwala, Domlur, Kodihalli, 
Ejipura, Vivek Nagar, Austin 
Town, Shanthinagar, Rich-
mond Town, MG Road, 
Ashok Nagar and Langford 
Town.

Water supply will also be 
affected in Chamarajapete, 
Sr inagar,  Hombegowda 
Nagar, Lakkasandra, Jagaje-
evanram Nagar, Mavalli, 
Shankarapuram, Kempegow-
da Nagar, Sudhama Nagar, 
Hosakerehalli, ITI Layout, 
Srinivasa Nagar, Bairasandra, 
Siddapura, LIC Colony, NIM-
HANS Hospital area and sur-
rounding localities.

BWSSB officials said sup-
ply will be gradually restored 
after pumping resumes, and 
some areas may experience 
low pressure even after Feb-
ruary 6. Citizens have been 
urged to cooperate, noting 
that the works are crucial for 
improving the city’s water in-
frastructure and reducing fu-
ture disruptions.

WATER SUPPLY STOPPAGE
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Missing Teen Found 
Dead in BWSSB 
Pipeline Sump

Minor Girl Gives Birth 
in Bengaluru Village, 

POCSO Case Filed

Bengaluru
A 14-year-old boy who had 

been missing for three 
days was found dead in-
side an open Bengaluru 

Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) pipe-
line sump near Thathaguni 

in south Bengaluru on 
Monday. The deceased 
has been identified as 

Preetham, son of Rajani-
kanth. Police suspect the 

boy may have accidentally 
fallen into the sump while 
passing through the area 

or playing nearby. The 
sump was reportedly left 
uncovered, posing a seri-

ous safety risk to the pub-
lic, especially children. Lo-
cal residents raised con-

cerns over the negligence 
in leaving the sump open 

without protective barriers 
or warning signs. Kaggali-

pura police have regis-
tered a case and are inves-
tigating the circumstances 
surrounding the incident.

Bengaluru
In Mayasandra village un-
der Attibele police station 

limits in Bengaluru, a 
17-year-old girl reportedly 
had a relationship with a 
man, later gave birth to a 
baby girl, and then fled 

from home. Her parents 
filed a complaint at Atti-

bele police station against 
an unknown person under 
the Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act. Police have 

registered the case and 
initiated steps to identify 
and arrest the accused. 

Investigations are under-
way to trace the perpetra-
tor and gather evidence in 
this serious child protec-

tion matter.

Budget CER Plan Gives K’taka 
Tier-2 Cities a Way Beyond

K’taka must fix finances and governance before CER funds can transform cities
BENGALURU

 
The Union Budget’s proposal 
for City Economic Regions 
(CERs) opens a significant op-
portunity for Karnataka’s tier-
2 and tier-3 cities to step out of 
Bengaluru’s long shadow and 
stake a claim in organised ur-
ban growth. Designed to pro-
mote region-led development, 
the scheme promises ₹5,000 
crore for each CER over five 
years, to be allocated through 
a challenge-based process that 
rewards credible plans for 
jobs, infrastructure and gover-
nance reforms.

Presenting the Budget, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman underlined the impor-
tance of cities as engines of 
growth, innovation and em-
ployment. She said the focus 
would now extend beyond 
metros to tier-2 and tier-3 cit-
ies and even temple towns, 
which need modern infrastruc-
ture and reliable civic ameni-
ties to unlock their economic 
potential. The CER framework 
seeks to harness agglomera-
tion benefits by mapping re-
gions around specific growth 
drivers rather than isolated 
municipal projects.

For Karnataka, the proposal 
could help rebalance an urban 
map that has long been domi-
nated by Bengaluru. However, 
success will depend on how 

carefully the state identifies its 
candidate regions. Mysuru 
could leverage its strengths in 
IT services, heritage tourism 
and food processing. Mangal-
uru offers the potential of a 
port-led economy anchored in 
petrochemicals, logistics and 
fisheries. Hubballi–Dharwad 
brings rail manufacturing, a 
growing services sector and a 
strong educational base. Each 
region will need to demon-
strate how investments can 
generate jobs beyond city lim-
its and integrate surrounding 
towns through efficient trans-
port and logistics networks.

What Karnataka’s cities 

currently lack is a single plan-
ning framework that links 
housing, transport and indus-
try across district boundaries. 
The CER approach hints at 
moving away from funding 
standalone flyovers or indus-
trial parks toward regional 
programmes with defined rev-
enue streams and scope for 
private participation.

Financing, however, remains 
a major hurdle. The Budget’s 
broader push for urban financ-
ing includes incentives for mu-
nicipal bonds, offering a ₹100 
crore incentive for a single 
bond issue exceeding ₹1,000 
crore. Most cities in Karnataka 

have limited experience with 
such instruments and will need 
to first strengthen accounting 
systems, improve credit ratings 
and expand land-based reve-
nues before bond issues be-
come viable.

The CER proposal offers 
Karnataka a structured path-
way to diversify growth be-
yond Bengaluru. Swift selec-
tion of pilot regions, credible 
project pipelines and political 
will to reform city governance 
will determine whether the 
state can seize this opportuni-
ty—or watch the ₹5,000-crore 
promise flow to better-pre-
pared competitors.

Uma Reddy Hails Budget, 
Sees Strong Boost for Growth
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FKCCI) has wel-
comed the Union Budget 
2026–27, stating that it pro-
vides a clear roadmap for sus-
tained economic growth while 
maintaining fiscal discipline. 
FKCCI President Uma Reddy 
said the Budget addresses sev-
eral long-standing concerns of 
industry and offers renewed 
momentum to manufacturing, 
MSMEs, infrastructure and 
ease of doing business.

Addressing the media, Uma 
Reddy said the Budget reflects 
a balanced approach that com-
bines growth-oriented reforms 
with prudent fiscal manage-
ment. “The Union Budget 
2026–27 will strengthen In-
dia’s growth momentum while 
keeping fiscal discipline in 
mind. Its emphasis on manu-
facturing, IT, MSMEs, infra-
structure and simplified com-
pliance aligns closely with in-
dustry priorities and job cre-
ation,” she said.

She noted that the govern-
ment’s push towards trust-
based governance, simplified 
regulatory frameworks and 
continued public capital expen-
diture would help create a pre-
dictable and stable policy envi-
ronment. “Such clarity is criti-
cal for businesses to plan long-
term investments and expand 
operations,” Uma Reddy add-
ed. Highlighting measures for 
MSMEs, she said several pro-
posals directly address chal-
lenges related to liquidity, 
competitiveness and formali-

sation. These include the 
₹10,000 crore SME Growth 
Fund, mandatory use of the 
Trade Receivables Discount-
ing System (TReDS) by cen-
tral public sector enterprises, 
revival of heritage industrial 
clusters and targeted tax and 
customs reforms. “These steps 
will significantly improve ac-
cess to finance and strengthen 
the manufacturing ecosystem, 
while also boosting export 
competitiveness,” she said.

Uma Reddy also welcomed 
the Budget’s focus on elec-
tronics and semiconductor 
manufacturing, noting that it 
would create opportunities for 
ancillary and complementary 
industries. Improved access to 
finance and streamlined com-
pliance mechanisms, she said, 
would help small businesses 
scale up and integrate better 
with global supply chains.

The Budget holds particular 
significance for Karnataka, 
given the state’s strong base of 

MSMEs, start-ups, IT and dig-
ital services firms, and ex-
port-oriented manufacturing 
units. “The focus on MSME 
credit flow, logistics infra-
structure, electronics manufac-
turing and development of Ti-
er-II and Tier-III cities is en-
couraging for Karnataka,” she 
said. She added that initiatives 
such as expanded TReDS cov-
erage, professional compliance 
support for MSMEs and reviv-
al of industrial clusters would 
benefit Karnataka’s industrial 
corridors and growth hubs. On 
infrastructure, Uma Reddy 
said proposals for high-speed 
rail corridors connecting Ben-
galuru with major economic 
centres would enhance pro-
ductivity, logistics efficiency 
and regional growth.

Overall, she said the Budget 
strikes a fine balance between 
growth, reforms and inclusion, 
providing a strong foundation 
for India’s journey towards be-
coming a developed economy.

FKCCI also welcomed the Bharat Vistar initiative, aimed 
at strengthening traditional and agro-based industries 
such as areca nut, coconut and sandalwood through 

improved market access and value addition.

IDEAL Lab Inauguration Marks Structured 
Academia–Industry Collaboration in AI Research
BENGALURU

 
The inauguration of the Intel-
ligent Data Engineering AI 
Lab (IDEAL) has marked the 
formal launch of a structured 
artificial intelligence research 
co l l abo ra t i on  be tween 
CHRIST (Deemed to be Uni-
versity) and HL Mando Soft-
tech India, signalling a signif-
icant step in strengthening 
academia–industry partner-
ships in advanced technology 
domains.

The IDEAL Lab is envi-
sioned as a long-term collab-
orative platform that bridges 
academic research with indus-
try-led problem solving. It 
aims to provide sustained in-
dustrial exposure to CHRIST 
University’s faculty members, 
doctoral scholars and post-
graduate students, while en-
abling joint research initia-
tives, academic publications 
and the co-creation of practi-
cal AI solutions.

Designed as an operational 
research space, the lab clearly 
defines roles and responsibil-

ities for all participants, en-
sur ing s t ructured,  out -
come-driven engagement. 
Faculty members will lead 
research themes, doctoral re-
searchers will focus on in-
depth investigations, and 
postgraduate students will 
contribute through applied 
projects aligned with industry 
needs. This model is intended 
to produce measurable re-
search outcomes while simul-
taneously building indus-
try-ready talent.

The lab was inaugurated in 
the presence of Dr Fr CC 
Jose, Vice Chancellor of 
CHRIST University, and 
Hongyong Bhae, Chief Tech-
nology Officer and Chief 
Data Officer of HL Mando. 
Their participation highlight-
ed the shared vision of both 
institutions to advance ap-
plied AI research that address-
es real-world challenges and 
emerging technological de-
mands.

IDEAL functions as a mul-
tidisciplinary research hub, 
drawing expertise from com-

puting, engineering and data 
sciences. Research activities 
are anchored in real industry 
use cases and supported by 
rigorous academic methodol-
ogies, ensuring that outcomes 
meet both scholarly and prac-
tical benchmarks.

The lab operates under the 
academic framework of the 
Centre for Digital Innovation 
(CDI), established at CHRIST 
University in 2015. CDI pro-
vides institutional support for 
industry-linked research, in-
ternational academic collabo-
rations and applied digital 
systems, making it a strong 
foundation for the IDEAL ini-
tiative.

For HL Mando Softtech In-
dia, the collaboration reflects 
its commitment to fostering 
innovation, strengthening re-
search capabilities and con-
tributing to the development 
of a future-ready workforce. 
Together, the IDEAL Lab of-
fers a scalable model for ef-
fective academia–industry 
collaboration in artificial in-
telligence research.

NCC Cadets from Republic Day 
Camp Welcomed with Victory Rally

BENGALURU
 

Cadets of the Karnataka and 
Goa directorate of the Nation-
al Cadet Corps (NCC) were 
accorded a rousing welcome 
with a victory rally in Bengal-
uru after their return from New 
Delhi, where they emerged as 
the Prime Minister’s Banner 
and Trophy winners for the 
second consecutive year at the 
Republic Day Camp 2026.

The directorate finished as 
overall champions among 17 
NCC directorates from across 
the country, excelling in drill, 
firing, cultural events and sev-
eral national-level competi-
tions. Their consistent all-
round performance earned 
them top honours at the presti-
gious annual camp.

A cavalcade of Army trucks 
carrying the cadets set out 
from KSR Bengaluru railway 
station and proceeded to Brin-
davan College in Yelahanka. 
Escorted by traffic police per-
sonnel, the rally passed prom-
inent landmarks including 

Vidhana Soudha and Lok Bha-
van, before moving through 
Mehkri Circle and Hebbal, 
drawing attention and ap-
plause from onlookers along 
the route. The Karnataka and 
Goa directorate was represent-
ed by 124 cadets at the Repub-
lic Day Camp, comprising 76 
Senior Division (boys) and 48 
Senior Wing (girls) drawn 
from six NCC groups. The 
camp was held from Decem-
ber 28 to January 26, during 
which the cadets participated 
in a wide range of competitive 
and ceremonial events.

At the camp, the directorate 
secured first place in the flag 
area competition, second place 
in the line area competition, 
and third place in the Prime 
Minister’s Rally, further un-
derlining its strong showing.

Officials lauded the cadets 
for their discipline, teamwork 
and dedication, noting that the 
achievement reflects the sus-
tained training standards and 
leadership within the Karnata-
ka and Goa NCC directorate.

BENGALURU
 

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing the 
death of Confident Group 
chairman CJ Roy has re-
corded the statements of in-
come tax officials who were 
present at his Langford 
Town office on January 30, 
when he allegedly shot him-
self with his licensed pistol.

According to investiga-
tors, all Income Tax (I-T) 
personnel present at the of-
fice that day have been ex-
amined. The officials told 
the SIT that they had not 
questioned Roy and were at 
the premises only to carry 
out final scrutiny of docu-
ments seized during earlier 
searches. They said their 
visit was limited to verifica-
tion of records and obtain-
ing Roy’s signature, along 
with signatures from some 
staff members. An officer 
said the I-T team maintained 

that their role did not go be-
yond routine verification and 
that they were unaware Roy 
was carrying a firearm. 
“They did not seize his mo-
bile phone or briefcase and 
did not restrict his movement 
in any way,” the officer said, 
adding that the officials 
claimed they did not interfere 
with Roy’s regular office ac-
tivities. Police, however, are 
approaching claims that the 
I-T officials did not interact 
with Roy with caution. “We 
cannot conclusively say 
there was no conversation at 
all. What is clear at this 
stage is that the officials did 
not prevent him from carry-
ing out routine activities,” 
an investigator said.

The SIT described the 
probe as being at an early 
stage. Crime scene recon-
struction is yet to be con-
ducted and will be carried 
out in the presence of the 
complainant, TA Joseph, 

founding director and man-
aging director of Confident 
Group. Statements of a few 
employees have already 
been recorded, officials said.

Summons have been is-
sued to Joseph, Roy’s 
brother CJ Babu and other 
associates for questioning. 
Police had planned to re-
cord their statements on 
Sunday, but postponed the 
exercise after the family de-
layed taking custody of the 
b o d y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
post-mortem on Saturday.

Investigators said they 
have several doubts regard-
ing Joseph’s complaint, par-
ticularly about the sequence 
of events on the day of the 
incident. Questions remain 
about when Roy reached the 
office, the nature of his in-
teractions with the I-T offi-
cials, the time two men al-
legedly entered his chamber, 
and when Joseph was asked 
to step out.

CJ Roy’s Death: SIT Records 
Statements of I-T Officials

Argument 
between Friends 

over Auto Parking 
Ends in Murder

BENGALURU
 

A quarrel between friends over 
an auto-rickshaw parking issue 
turned fatal late at Ambedkar 
Colony near Nayandahalli, 
leaving one man dead and an-
other injured.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Guna (28), while his 
friend Velu sustained injuries in 
the attack. Police have arrested 
Vinod, Ajith, Kumar and Deena 
in connection with the murder.

According to the police, 
Guna and Vinod, who lived in 
the same locality, had an argu-
ment two days ago over park-
ing an auto-rickshaw. The dis-
pute escalated when Vinod, 
along with Ajith and Kumar, 
allegedly damaged Guna’s auto 
during the altercation. Follow-
ing a complaint, both parties 
were summoned to the 
Byatarayanapura police station, 
where they were warned and let 
off. However, the tension did 
not subside. After Guna re-
turned from the police station, 
he was allegedly attacked by 
Vinod and his associates near 
his residence. During the as-
sault, Guna was stabbed multi-
ple times, while Velu, who tried 
to intervene, was also injured.



DHAKA

Sheikh Hasina, who has been 
living in exile in India since 
August 5, 2024, was designat-
ed a fugitive by the court after 
she failed to appear during the 
trial. The cases were brought 
by the Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (ACC), which ac-
cused her and others of violat-
ing rules in allocating two 
plots under the Rajuk New 
Town Project in Purbachol 
without following proper pro-
cedures.
Several of Hasina’s family 
members were also convicted. 
Her nephew Radwan Mujib 
Siddiq and niece Azmina Sid-
diq were each sentenced to 
seven years, while another 
niece, Tulip Rizwana Siddiq, 

received four years behind 
bars. A Rajuk official who 
had surrendered to the court, 
Mohammad Khurshid Alam, 
was given a two-year term.
In addition to prison sentenc-
es, all those convicted were 
fined Tk 1 lakh each, with the 
court ordering an extra six 
months’ imprisonment if the 
fines are not paid. The 
judgment was an-
nounced around 
midday in Dhaka.
The corruption ver-
dict comes amid 
ongoing political 
upheava l  in 
Bangladesh 
following 
Hasina’s 
f a l l 
f r o m 

power after nationwide pro-
tests in mid-2024. In July 
2025, she was separately in-
dicted by Bangladesh’s Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal for 
alleged crimes against hu-
manity linked to a brutal gov-
ernment crackdown during 
weeks of unrest the previous 
year. Hasina’s supporters have 
called the legal actions politi-

cally motivated, while the 
government and prose-

cutors say the rulings 
show a commitment 
to enforcing an-
ti-corruption laws 
and accountability. 

The  fo rmer 
prime min-
i s t e r  r e -
ma ins  i n 
India.

Hasina Sentenced To 10 Years in 
Jail Over Corruption Allegations

HASINA DECLARED FUGITIVE
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The Truth Speaks

LS erupts over Rahul China remarks
NEW DELHI

 
Heavy scenes unfolded in the 
Lok Sabha on Monday after 
Leader of Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi tried to quote from a 
magazine article that carried 
excerpts from the unpublished 
memoirs of former Army 
Chief General M.M. Nara-
vane. Gandhi said the con-
tents related to alleged Chi-
nese activities along the bor-
der and raised concerns about 
national security and defence 
preparedness.

The Speaker stopped him, 
saying parliamentary rules do 
not allow members to quote 
from newspapers or maga-
zines in the House. Ministers 
from the ruling side supported 
the ruling and objected to 
Gandhi’s remarks. Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh asked 
whether the book being re-
ferred to had even been offi-
cially published. Home Min-
ister Amit Shah also said un-

verified material should not 
be used in Parliament.

Gandhi insisted he was re-
ferring to a published maga-
zine report and questioned 

why the government was un-
comfortable with the issue 
being discussed. He said the 
matter involving China was 
serious and that he had the 

right to respond to comments 
made earlier about his party’s 
patriotism.

Samajwadi Party leader 
Akhilesh Yadav urged the 
Chair to allow the discussion, 
calling the border issue sensi-
tive and important. Despite 
this, protests and loud slo-
ganeering continued from 
both sides of the House.

The Lok Sabha was ad-
journed more than once as the 
ruckus refused to die down. 

When the House briefly recon-
vened, Gandhi again tried to 
raise the issue, but disruptions 
resumed. Eventually, the 
Speaker adjourned the House 
for the rest of the day, with no 
agreement reached and politi-
cal tempers still running high.

The confrontation high-
lighted deep divisions be-
tween government and oppo-
sition over rules, transparen-
cy, and how national security 
matters should be discussed.

Lok Sabha witnessed repeated adjournments after 
Rahul Gandhi attempted to cite a magazine report 

quoting alleged excerpts from former Army chief M.M. 
Naravane’s unpublished memoirs on China. The Speak-
er disallowed references, ministers objected, opposition 
protested, and disruptions forced the House to adjourn 

for the day amid loud protests and sloganeering.

Parliament descended into chaos as Rahul Gandhi’s attempt to cite a magazine on  
China border issues triggered protests and adjournments on Monday

n �Rahul Gandhi raised concerns over China using a  
magazine article citing unpublished memoir excerpts

n �Speaker ruled that newspapers or magazines can-
not be quoted in the House

n �Government questioned authenticity and national 
security implications

n �Opposition insisted the issue was serious and de-
served discussion

n �Continuous protests led to multiple adjournments 
and loss of proceedings

CM Slams Centre, 
Defends Karnataka’s 
Development Record
BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister 
strongly criticized the Cen-
tral Government while re-
plying to the debate on the 
Governor’s speech in the 
Assembly on January 22. 
He said the Governor left 
abruptly without complet-
ing the speech or mention-
ing “Jai  Samvidhan,” 
which, he added, was not 
appropriate.

The Chief Minister em-
phasized that his govern-
ment is not against the 
Governor but opposes the 
Centre’s policies, espe-
cially the renaming of 
MNREGA to “VB G Ram 
G.” He pointed out that 
earlier leaders, including 
former CM H.D. Ku-
maraswamy, had support-
ed similar schemes.

The Chief Minister also 
assured action against offi-
cers failing their duties and 
clarified that illegal Bangla-

deshis would not receive 
state benefits.

He concluded by reject-
ing criticism from BJP 
MLA Sunil Kumar, saying 
the government has fulfilled 
promises and provided a 
sensitive, people-focused 
administration. The Motion 
of Thanks on the Gover-
nor’s Address was passed 
by both Houses on Monday.

J2 lakh crore lost since 2020 
(GST & compensation)

Farmer support: maize, sug-
arcane, coconut, musli

15 legislators spoke for 
15h17m in Assembly

1.45M houses built under 
Congress govt

Raut Raises Suspicion 
Over Ajit Pawar crash

MUMBAI
 

Shiv Sena UBT leader Sanjay 
Raut on Monday called the 
plane crash that killed Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister 
Ajit Pawar suspicious and de-
manded a full and transparent 
investigation.

Speaking to reporters, Raut 
said questions were 
natural because of 
Pawar’s political im-
portance and the 
events that happened 
before the crash. He 
claimed that facts 
coming out after the 
incident point to something 
wrong and need serious atten-
tion. Raut alleged that Ajit 
Pawar had earlier expressed a 
wish to return home political-
ly. He claimed that after this, 
BJP leaders threatened him 
using files related to the Sin-
chan scam. Raut said Pawar 
had answered those charges, 

but within ten days he died in 
what he described as a myste-
rious crash.

Drawing a comparison with 
the death of Justice B H Loya, 
Raut asked whether hidden 
forces were involved. He also 
said it was inhuman to discuss 
NCP leadership immediately 
after Pawar’s death.

Meanwhile, Union 
Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan 
Naidu Kinjarapu 
said the aircraft 
black box has been 
recovered. He con-
firmed that the Air-

craft Accident Investigation 
Bureau has started a probe 
and assured it would be fair, 
transparent, and time bound.

The crash occurred in 
Baramati on January twenty 
eight and also killed four oth-
ers. The incident has trig-
gered political reactions 
across Maharashtra.

Air India Dreamliner grounded over fuel switch
NEW DELHI

 
An Air India Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner scheduled for a 
London–Bengaluru flight 
was grounded before depar-
ture after a pilot reported a 
potential problem with the 
aircraft’s fuel control switch 
during routine pre-flight 
checks. Airline sources said 
the aircraft was withdrawn as 
a precaution, and technical 
teams, along with the origi-
nal equipment manufacturer, 
are examining the system on 
priority. Passengers were ac-
commodated on alternative 
flights.

The grounding has drawn 
attention because fuel control 

switches were scrutinized af-
ter last year’s June 2025 Air 
India crash near Ahmedabad, 
which killed 260 people, in-
cluding 241 passengers. In-
vestigators’ preliminary find-
ings indicated that fuel sup-
ply to both engines was cut 
off within seconds, leading to 
cockpit confusion. Following 
the crash, Air India had an-
nounced precautionary in-
spections of the locking 

mechanisms across its Boe-
ing 787 and 737 fleet.

On Monday, the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry told Parlia-
ment that investigations into 
all possible causes of last 
year’s crash are ongoing. The 
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau said the final re-
port will be released after 
thorough technical analysis. 
Safety experts noted that pre-
cautionary groundings are 
standard to prevent risks and 
protect passengers.

Airline officials stressed that 
safety remains the top priority, 
and any suspected technical 
fault, however minor, triggers 
immediate inspection and cor-
rective action.

NEW DELHI
 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
strongly criticized Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar after a meeting in the 
national capital, accusing the 
Election Commission of un-
fairly targeting her state 
during a Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of voter lists.

Banerjee, who met the 
CEC along with Trinamool 
Congress leaders and families 
she described as affected by 
the revision process, said she 
had “never seen such an arro-
gant Election Commissioner.” 

She alleged that nearly 58 
lakh names were removed 
from electoral rolls in West 
Bengal without giving people 
a fair chance to respond.

“I respect the constitutional 
post, but no one should mis-
use power,” Banerjee told 
reporters after the meeting. 
She questioned why Bengal 
was being singled out and 
said elections should be a cel-
ebration of democracy, not a 
reason for fear among voters.

The Chief Minister also 
raised concerns about heavy 
police presence outside Ban-
ga Bhawan in Delhi, where 
members of her party and 

visiting citizens had gath-
ered. She claimed some peo-
ple from Bengal felt intimi-
dated. However, Delhi Police 
said no officers entered the 

premises or stopped anyone 
from moving in or out.

Banerjee arrived in Delhi 
on Sunday and was accom-
panied by Trinamool MPs 

Abhishek Banerjee and 
Kalyan Banerjee. She had 
sought the meeting to discuss 
complaints related to the vot-
er roll revision exercise in 
the state.

The Election Commission 
had earlier agreed to hear her 
concerns. There was no im-
mediate detailed response 
from the Commission after 
the meeting.

The issue has now taken a 
political turn, with the Trina-
mool Congress accusing cen-
tral authorities of bias, while 
officials maintain that elector-
al roll revisions follow estab-
lished rules and procedures.

MAMATA SLAMS CEC OVER BENGAL VOTER ROLL ROW

BENGALURU
 
Governor’s Speech Under Fire
Participating in the thanksgiv-
ing resolution debate in the As-
sembly, Ashoka alleged that the 
Congress government had 
“made the Governor speak 
lies.” He took a swipe at Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah, saying 
the once-projected “tiger” of 
Karnataka politics had now be-
come a “mouse,” unable to take 
firm decisions or stand up for 
the state’s interests. Ashoka also 
questioned the renaming of Ra-
managara district and alleged 
the systematic removal of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s name from of-
ficial records and institutions.
Congress Resolutions and 
Amendments
Ashoka said the Congress gov-
ernment had passed 18 resolu-
tions against the Centre, creat-
ing avoidable political confron-
tation instead of focusing on 
governance. He pointed out that 
the Congress had amended the 
Constitution 72 times, while 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s government had done so 
only eight times.
Scheme Naming and  
Corruption Allegations
Raising concerns over govern-
ment schemes, Ashoka claimed 
that out of 454 schemes, a large 
number were named after Indira 

Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, 
while Mahatma Gandhi’s con-
tribution was largely ignored. 
Unfinished Projects and 
Mounting Debt
Ashoka alleged that funds allo-
cated to the Kalyana Karnataka 
Board and the Grihalakshmi 
scheme had not reached benefi-
ciaries. He claimed Siddara-
maiah had pushed the state’s 
debt to a record ₹7.64 lakh 
crore. Alleged irregularities in 
MUDA, excise, Dalit welfare 
funds, and road projects were 
cited as examples of misgover-
nance.
Law and Order and Social 
Concerns
Pointing to deteriorating law 
and order, Ashoka said rape cas-
es had risen by 23%, POCSO 
cases by 5%, and cybercrime 
losses touched ₹5,473 crore. He 
also alleged police involvement 
in drug smuggling and criticised 
the denial of land to artist B. 
Jayashree, claiming locals were 
being sidelined.

Government made Governor 
speak lies: Has CM Siddaramaiah 

become a mouse, asks Ashoka

QUICK READ
Class 9 boy dies falling 

into open chamber
K’taka Adjusts Urdu School 
Timings During Ramzan

BENGALURU
A Class 9 student, Pree-

tham, tragically died after 
falling into an uncovered 

concrete chamber at a 
BWSSB work site on 

Kanakapura Road, Ben-
galuru. He was walking 
along the pipeline road 

stretch when he acciden-
tally slipped into the open 

chamber, which lacked 
barricades or warning signs. 
The boy had been reported 

missing since January 29, 
and his father filed a com-

plaint at Kaggalipura police 
station. Authorities later re-

covered his body from the 
site. Family members ac-
cused the water board of 

gross negligence. Kaggali-
pura police have registered 

a case against BWSSB  
engineers and staff.

BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment has revised school 
hours for Urdu-medium 
primary, upper primary, 
and high schools during 
Ramzan in the 2025-26 
academic year. The 
change applies to all gov-
ernment, aided, and un-
aided Urdu schools across 
the state, from the start of 
Ramzan until March 20. 
State Home Minister G. 
Parameshwara said the 
move is not minority ap-
peasement but a step to-
ward equal opportunities 
for Urdu-medium stu-
dents. The decision fol-
lows a review of previous 
orders and a representa-
tion by the Karnataka 
State Primary School Edu-
cation Association.

Foxconn faces tax and local 
employment row in Karnataka
BENGALURU

 
Foxconn Hon Hai Technology 
India Mega Development Pvt. 
Ltd is in dispute with the Ben-
galuru Rural Gram Panchayat 
over alleged tax evasion, vio-
lations of building regulations, 
and failure to employ local 
residents. The Panchayat has 
issued a notice demanding de-
tails of approved building 
plans, construction licences, 
completion and occupancy 
certificates, and survey-wise 

built-up area information for 
facilities in Doddagollahalli 
and Aruvanahalli villages, 
covering 5.33 lakh square me-
tres. Officials noted that while 
large-scale construction ap-
pears complete and operations 
have reportedly started, offi-
cial records still list the land as 
vacant. The Panchayat warned 
that legal action under the Kar-
nataka Gram Swaraj and Pan-
chayat Raj Act would follow if 
Foxconn does not comply 
within seven days.
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Cooperative Sector Working Alongside Govt:  Bachegowda
BENGALURU

 
MLA Sharath Bachegowda 
highlighted the crucial role of 
cooperative societies in Kar-
nataka, saying they work in 
parallel with the government 
to promote social develop-
ment and welfare. He made 
the remarks during the Talent 
Award distribution for chil-
dren of shareholders orga-
nized by The Town Co-oper-
ative Bank Ltd., Hoskote.

The bank, which began op-
erations 113 years ago in rural 
Bangalore, serves 17,000 
shareholders and has received 
recognition for being the first 
bank to start in a rural district. 
Bachegowda urged the newly 
elected board of directors to 

set aside politics and priori-
tize the development of the 
bank. He suggested that pro-
moting transactions through 
UPI and NEFT could boost 
profitability, emphasizing the 
need for modern banking 
practices.

“While wealth or land may 
attract raids from the Income 

Tax Department or Enforce-
ment Directorate, education 
earns respect and recognition 
in society. Students should 
focus on acquiring knowledge 
to benefit themselves and the 
nation,” he said.

Bank President S. Manju-
nath said the institution com-
bines profit-making with so-

cial development initiatives. 
The tradition of awarding 
talented children of share-
holders began during the ten-
ure of former MP BN Bache 
Gowda and continues to date. 
This year, 291 students from 
SSLC to post-graduation lev-
els were recognized with tal-
ent awards. Financial assis-
tance is also provided to sup-
port higher education.

The bank organizes health 
camps, including eye check-
ups by reputed doctors. Free 
operations and spectacles are 
offered where required, re-
flecting the bank’s commit-
ment to community welfare. 
Manjunath emphasized that 
the cooperation of customers, 
including prioritizing deposits 

with the bank, is essential for 
its growth.

Also present at the event 
were entrepreneur BV Byre 
Gowda, Hoskote Planning 
Authority President N. Kesha-
vamurthy, member HM Sub-
baraju, former Presidents C. 
Jayaraj and Vijayakumar, 
Bank Vice President Akbar 
Pasha, directors, and senior 
staff including Managers H. 
Krishnarao Salgar and K. Ma-
hesh.

The event highlighted the 
synergy between cooperative 
institutions and government 
initiatives, showing how fi-
nancial organizations can con-
tribute to education, health, 
and broader social develop-
ment.

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR EDUCATION

QUICK READ

Man Dies After Falling 
from Fourth Floor of 

Relative’s House

Ten Two-Wheelers 
Seized, Three Accused 
Arrested in Bengaluru

Bengaluru
A 26-year-old man, Irfan 
Mullani, died after falling 
from the fourth floor of a 

relative’s house near 
Fruits Market under Bhar-

athinagar police limits. 
The incident has sparked 
panic among locals. Po-

lice said there is suspicion 
surrounding Irfan’s death, 

with concerns that he 
may have been deliber-
ately thrown. Authorities 
have registered a case of 
unnatural death and are 
investigating the circum-
stances. Officers are ex-

amining the scene, ques-
tioning witnesses, and re-
viewing statements to as-

certain the truth behind 
the tragic incident. The in-
vestigation is ongoing to 
determine whether foul 

play was involved.

Bengaluru
Banaswadi police have ar-
rested three men involved 
in stealing two-wheelers 
across the city. Moham-
mad Rakheeb (DJ Halli), 
Rafiq Basha (KG Halli), 
and Mohammad Asgar 
(Peenya) were appre-
hended, and ten stolen 
two-wheelers worth Rs 

5.50 lakh were recovered. 
The investigation began 
after a motorcycle was 

stolen from a house in Lin-
garajpura. CCTV footage 
led police to Shampura, 
where the vehicles were 

seized. Authorities said the 
arrests helped detect mul-
tiple theft cases: two from 
Banaswadi and one each 
from DJ Halli, Govindpura, 

Rajarajeshwari, Uppar-
pete, and Nelamangala 

police limits. The accused 
remain in custody for fur-

ther investigation.

Steps taken to Resolve Griha 
Lakshmi Yojana Issues:  Hebbalkar

Hebbalkar clarified that a technical glitch caused the delay, to be fixed soon
BENGALURU

 
Women and Welfare Minister 
Lakshmi Hebbalkar on Mon-
day assured that the issues 
faced by beneficiaries of the 
Griha Lakshmi Yojana are be-
ing addressed. She said that 
while 1.26 crore women in 
the state are entitled to the 
scheme, payments have not 
reached 52,000 beneficiaries 
due to a technical glitch. The 
problems of 20,000 beneficia-
ries have already been re-
solved in the first phase, and 
the remaining cases are ex-
pected to be cleared in the 
coming days.

The minister was respond-
ing to BJP member PH Poojar 
during the discussion on the 
motion of thanks on the Gov-

ernor’s speech. Poojar high-
lighted that 712 women in 
Bagalkot district were exclud-
ed despite providing proof of 
non-payment of income tax 
and GST. Hebbalkar clarified 
that the records of the IT and 

GST departments were being 
verified and that letters had 
been sent to both authorities. 
She emphasized that eligible 
women, except those paying 
income tax and GST, can reg-
ister for the scheme.

Hebbalkar also recalled dis-
ruptions in the Belagavi win-
ter Assembly session over 
Griha Lakshmi arrears. Oppo-
sition members had demand-
ed immediate release of two-
month pending payments, 
leading to a ruckus in pro-
ceedings. The minister as-
sured the House that the delay 
was temporary and that pay-
ments would be rectified 
soon.

The department is working 
systematically to ensure 
smooth disbursement and re-
solve discrepancies caused by 
data mismatches in tax re-
cords. Citizens have been 
urged to cooperate during this 
period, and officials are mon-
itoring the situation closely to 
avoid further delays.

Bengaluru Apartments 
Embrace Green Design 

and Sustainability
BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru’s residential sector 
is witnessing a strong shift to-
ward eco-friendly design, with 
apartment projects integrating 
micro forests, terrace gardens, 
green roofs, and advanced wa-
ter and energy conservation 
systems. Many initiatives fol-
low Indian Green Building 
Council (IGBC) ratings, which 
are increasingly shaping the 
city’s housing landscape.

These dense green zones act 
as carbon sinks, absorbing 
more greenhouse gases than 
they emit. Communities are 
also using resource-efficient 
materials, reducing depen-
dence on borewells and tank-
ers, cutting energy use by 
nearly half compared to con-
ventional apartments, and im-
plementing community-level 
waste management systems.

IGBC remains the primary 
certifying body for green hous-
ing projects. While ratings are 
currently optional, discussions 
are underway to make compli-
ance part of policy. Proposed 
incentives include property tax 
rebates, additional floor space 
for developers, and lower inter-
est rates for certified projects. 
Bengaluru already has 326 res-
idential projects registered un-
der IGBC’s Green Rating, cov-
ering over 260 million sq ft.

Architects emphasize bal-
ancing climate, comfort, cost, 
and community. Strategies in-

clude conserving existing trees 
and topsoil, using shading de-
vices, ensuring cross ventila-
tion, and integrating renewable 
energy. Developers such as 
Total Environment and Biodi-
versity Conservation India 
have pioneered projects that 
blend indoor and outdoor 
spaces, use recycled materials, 
and rely on sustainable water 
sources like open wells.

Experts note Bengaluru re-
quires nearly 750 billion litres 
of water annually, making 
apartment communities key 
drivers of efficiency. Measures 
such as aerators, wastewater 
reuse, rainwater harvesting, 
and smart meters can reduce 
freshwater demand by up to 
60%. Energy efficiency is ad-
vanced through solar panels, 
smart electrical systems, and 
urban forests.

Green apartments also en-
hance mental health and social 
cohesion. Landscaped trails, 
biodiversity corridors, and col-
lective waste systems foster 
biophilia, reduce stress, and 
encourage residents to actively 
engage in environmental stew-
ardship.

Developers are adopting 
Miyawaki forests, tree 

museums, and 
landscaped terraces to 

create forest-like 
environments within 

projects.

Global Alumni Meet-2026 Held 
at JSS Engineering College

BENGALURU
 

The JSS College management 
board was lauded for bringing 
together alumni from across In-
dia and abroad, providing a plat-
form to share memories, said 
JSS Maha Vidyapeeth Director 
and Pro-Chancellor Dr B. 
Suresh during the Global Alum-
ni Meet-2026 held at JSS Engi-
neering College on Kengeri-Ut-
tarahalli Main Road.

Dr Suresh highlighted the 
college’s role as a stepping 
stone for students from rural 
areas, enabling them to secure 
quality jobs through the les-
sons and guidance received 
from dedicated teachers. “Stu-
dents should apply what they 
learn in college and never for-
get the foundation laid by their 
teachers, elders, and the insti-
tution itself,” he said.

Robert Bosch Technical Di-
rector Vijayalakshmi praised 
the college for providing an 
environment conducive to 
both academic and personal 
growth. “Quality education, 
coupled with discipline and 

self-discipline, has empowered 
us to secure strong positions in 
our careers today,” she noted.

IBM Partner Venkat Raghav 
from Bengaluru expressed grat-
itude to the college manage-
ment and principal for organiz-
ing the meet, allowing alumni 
to reconnect after years of busy 
professional schedules.

The event also included a 
sports meet for the alumni, 
with prizes awarded to the 
winning teams, encouraging 
camaraderie and friendly com-
petition among former stu-
dents. Alumni took the oppor-
tunity to reminisce about their 
formative years, sharing anec-

dotes and experiences that 
shaped their personal and pro-
fessional lives.

JSS College Principal Dr 
Bhimasena Sorangaon, Dean 
Dr D. Mahesh Kumar, Alumni 
Association President Vinay S. 
Patil, Administrative Officer 
Veeresh, and other faculty 
members were present, em-
phasizing the strong bond be-
tween the institution and its 
alumni network.

The meet reinforced the im-
portance of maintaining life-
long connections, celebrating 
achievements, and inspiring 
current students through the 
successes of former graduates.

BENGALURU
 

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has issued 
detailed guidelines for the 
renewal of trade licences for 
the year 2026–27, warning 
traders that a 100% penalty 
will be levied if licence fees 
are paid after April 1, 2026. 
Chief Commissioner Ma-
heshwar Rao issued the cir-
cular, applicable to all five 
city corporations under the 
GBA.

To ease the process for 
traders, the authority has al-
lowed licence renewals for a 
period ranging from one to 
five financial years (April to 
March), with fees charged 
only for the number of years 
requested. As in previous 
years, payments must be 
made online or through bank 
challans at Canara Bank, 
with the entire renewal pro-

cess mandated to be online.
The circular specifies a 

clear penalty structure. Li-
cence fees paid between 
February 1 and February 28, 
2026, will not attract any 
penalty. Payments made be-
tween March 1 and March 
31 will incur a 25% penalty, 
while renewals from April 1 
onwards will attract a 100% 
penalty along with the li-
cence fee.

Strict zoning and building 
regulations have also been 
reiterated. In residential ar-
eas, trade licences issued 
after 2015 on roads less than 
40 feet wide will be reject-
ed. Even on wider roads, 
only permitted trades will be 
renewed. Licences will also 
be withheld if businesses op-
erate in unauthorised or 
plan-violating buildings, 
parking areas, or rooftops.

Further, establishments 
generating over 100 kg of 
waste must submit proof of 
scientific waste disposal. 
Hotels, restaurants, and mar-
riage halls must comply with 
plastic ban norms, waste 
segregation rules, and public 
health orders. Health offi-
cers across all five corpora-
tions have been directed to 
ensure strict and uniform 
implementation of these 
guidelines.

Trade Licence Renewals for 2026–27: 
GBA Warns of 100% Penalty After April 1

Towing Returns to Bengaluru as 
Traffic Chaos Worsens, Authorities 

Crack Down on Illegal Parking
BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru is set to reinstate 
towing operations as author-
ities move to tackle worsen-
ing traffic congestion and 
rampant illegal parking. Of-
ficials have warned motor-
ists to be cautious while 
parking, as strict enforce-
ment will resume soon.

The city is struggling with 
a rapid increase in vehicles, 
causing severe congestion 
on major roads and interior 
stretches. Indiscriminate 
parking frequently blocks 
traffic, creating daily incon-
venience for commuters and 
challenging traffic police 
trying to manage limited 
road space.

To address this, the Great-
er Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA), in coordination with 
Bengaluru Traffic Police, 
plans to deploy towing vehi-
cles as a deterrent against 
unauthorised parking. The 
initiative aims to ease con-

gestion and restore order on 
busy city roads.

Bengaluru’s traffic issues 
have drawn global attention. 
The 2025 Traffic Index Re-
port by Netherlands-based 
TomTom ranked the city as 
the second most congested 
globally. The report noted 
an average congestion level 
of 74.4 percent in 2025, up 
from 72.7 percent in 2024—
a 1.7 percent increase within 
a year.

Authorities hope that rein-
stating towing will discour-

age illegal parking, allowing 
smoother traffic flow and 
reducing daily commuter 
stress. Officials have urged 
citizens to cooperate and 
follow parking regulations, 
emphasising that repeated 
violations will result in im-
mediate vehicle removal.

With roads under increas-
ing pressure, strict enforce-
ment of traffic rules, includ-
ing towing, is seen as essen-
tial to curbing Bengaluru’s 
growing traffic burden and 
improving urban mobility.

Cash Agent Chased, Threatened, 
and Robbed of  

Rs 31 Lakh in Daylight Heist
BENGALURU

 
A daring daylight robbery on 
the city outskirts left a cash 
collection agent robbed of 
over Rs 31 lakh, raising seri-
ous concerns about security 
for cash handlers. The inci-
dent occurred within Banner-
ghatta Police Station limits.

The victim, Kailas, works 
under contractor Rakesh and 
collects daily cash from 
Udaan company branches. 
H e  h a d  g a t h e r e d  R s 
31,38,625 from multiple 
branches and placed it in the 
boot of his Jupiter scooter. 
While travelling along Saka-
lavara Road towards Banner-
ghatta, Kailas was tailed by 

two motorcycles carrying 
four unidentified men.

The gang suddenly blocked 
his path. One assailant bran-
dished a long weapon and 
threatened him, forcing Kailas 
to surrender his vehicle. The 
robbers rode the scooter for 
nearly a kilometre before 
abandoning it in a secluded 
spot, where they broke open 
the boot and seized the entire 
cash amount. The empty vehi-
cle was left behind.

Bannerghatta police arrived 
promptly, conducting a spot 
inspection and registering an 
official robbery case. Investi-
gators are examining nearby 
CCTV footage to identify and 
trace the accused.

FIR Against 
Thanisandra School 

Administrator
BENGALURU

 
An FIR has been lodged against 
the administrator of Saamar In-
ternational Islamic School in 
Thanisandra over allegations of 
submitting false documents to 
the Education Department for 
school registration and recogni-
tion renewal. The case was reg-
istered at Kothanur Police Sta-
tion following a complaint by 
Govindappa, an Education De-
partment official. According to 
the complaint, school adminis-
trator Khalid allegedly submit-
ted forged documents to author-
ities to secure official approval.

The complaint notes that the 
school was registered under one 
name while operating under a 
different one. Fee receipts were 
reportedly issued under the op-
erational name, not the regis-
tered name, raising charges of 
misrepresentation and cheating.

Boy Ends Life 
After Being Scared 
to Go Home Drunk
BENGALURU

 
A tragic incident in the city 
has led to an FIR against a 
pub after a 15-year-old boy 
committed suicide by jump-
ing from the seventh floor of 
his apartment, reportedly be-
cause he was scared to go 
home while drunk. The RR 
Nagar police have registered 
a case against Legacy Pub for 
serving alcohol to a minor.

The incident occurred on 
January 31 under the jurisdic-
tion of RR Nagar police sta-
tion. The boy had consumed 
alcohol with friends at Legacy 
Pub and was later taken to his 
apartment by them. Fearing 
repercussions at home, he 
jumped from the seventh floor 
and died instantly.
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Deputy Commissioner urges following Machideva’s social teachings
HARMONY OVER INJUSTICE

QUICK READ
Liquor Sale Banned 

During Gangolli Mari 
Jatre

Mandya Youth office 
invites car rental 

quotations

Udupi
The Gangolli Police have 
banned the sale of liquor 
during the Sri Mahankali 
Amman Temple Kharvik-
eri Mari Jatre to maintain 
law and order and ensure 
public safety. Under Rule 

21 of the Karnataka Excise 
Act, 1965, and Rule 3 of 

the Karnataka Excise 
(Sale of Indian and For-
eign Liquor) Rules, 1968, 

bars, restaurants, and 
wine shops with liquor li-
censes are ordered to re-
main closed. Excise offic-
es in the area will also be 
closed, and a dry day has 
been declared in the af-
fected villages. District 

Magistrate Swaroop T.K. 
emphasized public coop-
eration during the festival 
for smooth celebrations 

and safety.

Mandya
The District Youth Officer 
of Mera Yuva Bharat (MY 
Bharat) Mandya has invit-

ed sealed quotations 
from travel agencies, tour 
operators, or private indi-

viduals to hire a medi-
um-sized 5-seater car on 
a monthly rental basis for 

official use. Preferred 
models include Maruti 

Swift Dzire, Hyundai Aura, 
Verna, Mahindra Scor-

pio-N, TUV 300, or equiv-
alents. The rental will 

cover driver, fuel, mainte-
nance, insurance, taxes, 

and licenses, with a maxi-
mum usage of 1,200 km 
and 10 days per month. 

Quotations must be sub-
mitted by February 6 at 
the MY Bharat Mandya 

office near Zilla 
Panchayat, PES Engineer-

ing College Road.

Prabha Mallikarjun says 
opposition voices being silenced
Dr. Mallikarjun said Rahul Gandhi was reportedly blocked from raising national 

security and military concerns, undermining democratic values
DAVANAGERE

Davangere Member of Parlia-
ment Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun 
has expressed strong displea-
sure, alleging that opposition 
parties are not being given 
proper opportunities to speak 
in Parliament.

In a statement, he said rul-
ing party MPs are being al-
lowed to freely speak about 
the failures of the previous 
UPA government, while op-
position leaders are not get-
ting equal chances to question 
the present government. He 
described this as unhealthy 
for democracy.

Dr. Mallikarjun referred to 

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi and said he was reportedly 
denied an opportunity to 
speak on important national 
matters. According to him, 
Rahul Gandhi wanted to raise 

serious concerns related to 
national security and military 
preparedness in Parliament. 
He said preventing such dis-
cussions goes against demo-
cratic values.

He added that Parliament is 
not the property of the ruling 
party alone. Instead, it is a 
place meant for debate, dis-
cussion, and accountability. 
He stressed that both the rul-
ing side and the opposition 
have equal responsibility in 
strengthening democracy.

The MP said silencing op-
position voices weakens dem-
ocratic institutions and reduc-
es public trust in the system. 
He stated that democracy be-

comes strong only when ev-
ery elected representative gets 
a fair chance to present their 
views.

Dr. Mallikarjun urged that 
all parties should respect par-
liamentary traditions and al-
low open discussions on is-
sues that concern the country. 
He said constructive debate 
helps in better decision-mak-
ing and benefits the people.

He concluded by saying 
that denying speaking time to 
opposition leaders sends a 
wrong message and goes 
against the spirit of the Con-
stitution, which values free-
dom of expression and demo-
cratic participation.

Probe sought into alleged 
irregularities in SUDA

SHIVAMOGGA

Former MLA and JD(S) lead-
er K.B. Prasannakumar has 
demanded a detailed investi-
gation into alleged irregulari-
ties in the Shivamogga Urban 
Development Authori ty 
(SUDA). Addressing a press 
conference, he claimed that 
several housing and land de-
velopment projects meant for 
the poor were misused.

He said the government had 
introduced schemes to pro-
vide houses and sites for 
homeless people, and agen-
cies like Karnataka Housing 
Board and SUDA were given 
responsibility. However, he 
alleged that many of these 
projects had turned into “real 
estate scams” instead of serv-
ing the needy.

Prasannakumar stated that 
nearly 13 projects were taken 
up after Sundaresh became 
SUDA president. He claimed 
crores of rupees were in-
volved in irregularities. Con-
tractors Gurusai and Basa-
varaj have already shared in-
formation with the Lokayukta, 
he said, adding that some 
SUDA officials were also in-
volved. He specifically named 
junior engineer Dinesh, accus-
ing him of playing a key role 
in the alleged wrongdoing.

Giving an example, he said 
that in the Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee Layout, only 518 metres of 
work was completed under 
the 1441 MIRS Park project, 
but full payment was re-
leased. He also alleged poor 
management of works in Oru-
gadur and misuse of funds in 
SUDA office renovation.

All these works, he said, 
were done in an unscientific 
and low-quality manner. He 
added that even the Lokayuk-
ta had raised concerns about 
large-scale misuse of funds. 
Prasannakumar urged the new 
Deputy Commissioner to con-
duct a full probe into all 
SUDA projects.

Several leaders, including 
Deepak Singh, Raghu, Ven-
katesh, Dayanand, H.M. 
Sagayya and others, were 
present.

Prasannakumar 
alleged 13 SUDA 
projects under 

Sundaresh involved 
crores in irregularities, 

with contractors and 
officials, including 

junior engineer 
Dinesh, playing key 
roles, according to 

Lokayukta disclosures

GADAG

Deputy Commissioner C.N. 
Sridhar called upon people to 
follow the life lessons and so-
cial values taught by 12th 
century saint and poet Shri 
Madiwala Machideva. He 
spoke after inaugurating the 
district-level Madiwala Ma-
chideva Jayanti programme 
held at the District Adminis-
tration Auditorium on Mon-
day. The event was organised 
jointly by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, and 
the Department of Kannada 

and Culture.
Sridhar said Madiwala Ma-

chideva was inspired by Jaga-
jyoti Basavanna and worked 
for equality through his 
vachanas. He explained that 
Machideva opposed discrim-
ination, injustice, and harmful 
social practices. His simple 
profession of washing clothes 
for devotees became a symbol 
of service, dignity of labour, 
and devotion. The Deputy 
Commissioner said the mes-
sages in his vachanas remain 
meaningful even today and 
can guide society toward har-

mony.
Guest speaker Sujatha 

Madiwalara, a teacher at 
Shirgumpi Government High 

School, spoke about the 
saint’s life and background. 

She said he was born in De-
vara Hipparagi in present-day 
Vijayapura district to Paruva-
tayya and Sugnanavva. Kaly-
ana was his main place of 
work and spiritual activity. 
She explained that he fought 
social evils like untouchabili-
ty and superstition through 
powerful vachanas that pro-
moted equality and moral liv-
ing.

Elders from the community 
were felicitated during the 
programme. Several officials 
and dignitaries attended, in-
cluding Urban Development 

Authority Chairman Akbarsab 
Babarji, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Durgesh 
K.R., DySP Vidyadhara Nay-
aka, and Kannada and Culture 
Department Assistant Director 
Dr. Basavaraj Bellary. The 
programme began with the 
national anthem. Prof. Bahu-
bali Jain compered the event 
and also delivered the vote of 
thanks. Organisers said such 
celebrations help younger 
generations understand re-
formers and carry forward 
messages of equality, service, 
and unity.

Devaraju claims the property belongs to Lakshmamma, received rights 
via 2020 GPA, and filed a case with conflicting boundaries

Land Dispute Involving Yash’s 
Mother Reaches Court

HASSAN 

A land ownership dispute in-
volving actor Yash’s mother, 
Pushpa Arunkumar, has 
reached the courts after con-
flicting property documents 
surfaced for the same site in 
Hassan city.

Police have temporarily 
slowed down the tension be-
tween Pushpa and Devaraju, a 
General Power of Attorney 
(GPA) holder for a woman 
named Lakshmamma. Both 
sides are claiming legal own-
ership of a 40x60 site in Vidy-
anagar, which falls under 
Hassan Municipal Corpora-
tion limits.

According to documents 
held by Pushpa, she bought 
the site in January 2020 from 
Girish Kom Mahalingappa, 
who had earlier purchased it 
in 2007. Records she provid-
ed trace the ownership back 
to a sale made in 1982. She 
later built a compound wall 
and says she has been in 
peaceful possession of the 
land since her purchase.

Devaraju, however, claims 
the property belongs to 
Lakshmamma and says he re-
ceived rights through a GPA 
in 2020. He has filed a case in 
a Hassan court. His docu-
ments reportedly show differ-
ent boundary descriptions 
compared to those in Pushpa’s 
records.

One major difference is that 
Pushpa’s papers mention a 
road on the southern side of 
the site, while Devaraju’s re-
cords do not show any road. 

The two document sets also 
reportedly carry different sur-
vey numbers and property 
details.

Pushpa has questioned how 
a dispute has come up after 
many years without objec-
tions and has alleged lapses 
by officials in issuing records. 
Devaraju has alleged cheating 
in earlier transactions. Au-
thorities have not issued a de-
tailed response. The court is 
expected to decide ownership 
after reviewing all documents.

Lokayukta to 
hold public 
grievance 
meeting 

UDUPI

The Udupi Lokayukta Divi-
sion will host a public griev-
ance and relations meeting on 
February 6, from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., at the Karkala Ta-
luk Government Tourist Of-
fice Hall. Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police, Inspectors, 
and the Superintendent of 
Police of Mangalore Division 
will attend. Citizens can raise 
complaints against govern-
ment officials causing delays 
or inconvenience in public 
services. Those unable to at-
tend can submit applications 
in Forms 1 and 2 along with 
affidavits to the Udupi Lo-
kayukta Office or the Karna-
taka Lokayukta office in Ban-
galore. Contact numbers are 
available for Deputy Superin-
tendents and Inspectors for 
assistance.

Koppal launches registration 
for pension schemes

Backward Classes scholarship 
application deadline extended

UDUPI

The Backward Classes Welfare Department has extended the 
deadline for submitting online applications for various scholar-
ship and assistance programs. Eligible students can now apply 
for the Post-Matric Scholarship, Post-Matric Qualification 
Scholarship for Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Castes, Fees Re-
fund, and the Vidyasiri-Meal and Housing Assistance Scheme. 
These programs support Backward Classes students enrolled in 
post-matric courses this year, including Category-1 Nomadic 
and Semi-Nomadic students. Applications can be submitted 
through the official departmental website. For further details or 
guidance, students and parents can contact the departmental 
helpline at 8050770004. The extension aims to ensure that more 
eligible students benefit from these schemes.

KOPPAL

The Koppal Sub-Division La-
bour Officer Sudha Garaga 
has urged unorganized sector 
workers to register under the 
Pradhan Mantri Shramyogi 
Maan-Dhan and NPS Traders 
Scheme for financial security 
in old age.

The Central Government 
aims to provide a fixed 
monthly pension of ₹3,000 to 
workers after they turn 60. A 
special registration campaign 
is underway from January 15 
to March 15 in Koppal dis-
trict. Workers aged 18 to 40 
who are not receiving ESI or 
EPF benefits are eligible.

Under the scheme, month-
ly contributions range from 
₹55 to ₹200 depending on 
age. Once contributions are 
paid, the government trans-
fers them to the bank ac-
count, and the pension be-
comes payable after retire-
ment.

All unorganized sector 
workers can enroll, including 
building and construction 
workers, self-help group 
members, Anganwadi and 
ASHA workers, mid-day 
meal staff, fishermen, street 
vendors, retail traders, NRE-
GA workers, private trans-
port workers, beedi workers, 
and self-employed workers.

Applicants must visit their 
nearest Common Service 
Centers (CSC) with Aadhaar 
card, bank passbook, and 
first month’s contribution to 
register.

For further details, workers 
can contact the District La-
bour Officer’s Office in Kop-
pal or the Labour Inspector’s 
offices in Koppal, Kushtagi, 
and Gangavathi. 

Officials emphasized that 
timely registration will en-
sure long-term financial se-
curity for unorganized sector 
workers and their families in 
the district.

UDUPI

Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roop T.K. said that digital app 
based auto services can oper-
ate in Udupi city only after 
getting proper government 
permits. He spoke at a meet-
ing held at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office in Mani-
pal to discuss issues linked 
to Namma Yatri and Rapid 
app autos working in the 
city.

He said there are both 
benefits and problems with 
app based transport, so offi-
cials will study them care-
fully before allowing full 
operations. If companies 
submit valid licenses, insur-
ance, and other records, the 
Regional Transport Authori-
ty will review them along 
with local auto unions.

More than 4,000 autos al-
ready run in Zone One of the 
city and follow a queue sys-
tem at stands. 

Many drivers have worked 
for decades, and their views 

must be respected, he added. 
He also said every auto must 
use a working meter without 
fail.

MLA Yashpal Suvarna 
said services should match 
public demand and tourist 
needs, while protecting the 
livelihoods of long time 
drivers. He asked officials to 
improve basic facilities like 
shelters, drinking water, and 
toilets at auto stands.

Superintendent of Police 
Hariram Shankar said new 
app services must not dis-
turb existing drivers. He 
warned that vehicles regis-
tered in other zones should 

not pick passengers inside 
city limits without approval. 
Color codes may be intro-
duced to identify autos from 
different zones easily.

Officials also discussed 
giving new stand registra-
tions after talks with the city 
corporation.

 Representatives of driver 
unions, app companies, and 
transport officials attended 
the meeting and shared their 
concerns and suggestions for 
a fair system that balances 
technology growth with 
driver welfare and passenger 
safety in the city daily ser-
vices.

Udupi reviews app based auto services plan

MANDYA

Malavalli police have solved 
several theft cases reported in 
January and arrested multiple 
accused persons, district Su-
per in tendent  of  Pol ice 
Shobharani said at a press 
meet. Officers traced stolen 
bikes, temple valuables, and 
housebreaking property 
during separate investigations 
across the taluk.

In one case, thieves were 
stealing motorcycles to travel 
for funeral gatherings, police 
said. A bike owned by 
Nandish was stolen from the 
KSRTC bus stand on January 
9. A special team detained 
three young men who were 
moving suspiciously near the 
stand. During questioning, 
they confessed to stealing ve-
hicles from different places. 
Police recovered 19 bikes of 
various brands from their pos-
session.

In another incident, a theft 
occurred on January 16 at 
Pattaladamma temple in Sag-
ya Saraguru village. Police 
arrested six people from dif-
ferent districts of Karnataka 
and neighboring Tamil Nadu. 
Officers seized about 24 
grams of gold ornaments, 245 
grams of silver items, cash 

from the temple hundi, puja 
articles, watches, a motorcy-
cle, and a goods vehicle. In-
vestigation also showed the 
group had stolen goats and 
sold them.

Police also cracked a 
housebreaking case reported 
on January 17 at the house of 
Gangadhar. A minor boy in 
conflict with the law and his 
father were taken into custo-
dy. Stolen jewelry weighing 
144 grams of gold and 46 
grams of silver chains were 
recovered.

SP Shobharani praised the 
Malavalli police team for 
quick action and said efforts 
will continue to prevent theft 
and protect public property. 
She urged citizens to secure 
homes, avoid leaving vehicles 
unattended, and share infor-
mation about suspicious 
movements, assuring that 
night patrols and surveillance 
would be strengthened across 
vulnerable areas of taluk.

Malavalli police crack 
multiple thefts, arrest accused
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Horticulture 

company fined  
K 25,000 by Court

Athlete incentive 
application deadline 

extended again

Chikkaballapur
The Chikkaballapur Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission 

fined Sri Amaranarayana 
Horticultural Products 

Company Rs. 25,000 for 
refusing to use a high 

credit card issued to its 
members. The complaint 
was filed by farmers Mu-

nirathnamma and Bhavy-
ashree K.S. from Jogyana-

halli, Chintamani taluk, 
under CC No. 30/2025 

and 32/2025. After exam-
ining the case, Chairman 
Kumar N. and members 

H. Janardhan found a de-
ficiency in service. The 

Commission ordered the 
company and Bank of 

Baroda to return the Rs. 
25,000 fine and an addi-

tional Rs. 1,000 deposit to 
the complainants within 
the stipulated time. The 
decision reinforces con-

sumer rights in the  
district.

Chitradurga 
The application period for 

incentives to athletes 
from Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe 

communities has been 
extended to February 10, 

2026. The program re-
wards athletes who won 
medals in official sports 
events at international, 
national, or state levels 
during 2024. Earlier, the 
deadline was January 31, 
but authorities extended 
it to allow more eligible 

participants to apply. In-
terested athletes can 

submit applications on-
line through the Seva 

Sindhu portal at 
sevasindhu.karnataka.

gov.in. The initiative, an-
nounced by Assistant Di-

rector Sucheta M. Nelava-
gi, aims to encourage and 
support talented athletes 
from these communities, 
recognizing their achieve-

ments and providing fi-
nancial assistance for 

their sports development

Free health camp benefits 
nomadic families in Chitradurga
Dr. Akshata’s team tested 49 people for non-communicable diseases, diagnosing 

new cases, starting treatment, and providing medicines to 15 patients
CHITRADURGA

The government aims to pro-
vide free quality health ser-
vices to the most vulnerable 
communities, including no-
madic families, said Taluk 
Health Education Officer B. 
Moogappa.

He spoke at a free health 
checkup camp organized for 
families living near Medehal-
li, Malappanahatti, and Da-
vangere Road in Chitradurga 
city. The event was held in 
collaboration with the Taluk 
Health Officer’s Office and 
Vimukti Vidya Sangha Dam-
ma Kendra. Moogappa urged 
families to take full advantage 
of the camp and follow doc-
tors’ advice for treatment.

He also advised nomadic 
families to maintain cleanli-
ness, eat hot and nutritious 

food, vaccinate children on 
time, and seek urgent help by 
calling 108 in emergencies.

During the camp, medical 
officer Dr. Akshata and her 
team conducted non-commu-
nicable disease tests on 49 
people. Two individuals were 
newly diagnosed with high 
blood pressure and three with 
diabetes; treatment has begun. 

Medicines were also provided 
to 15 people with existing ill-
nesses.

The program was attended 
by Annapurna, president of 
Vimukti Vidya Sangha; office 
bearers Bibijan and Nagarat-
na; director Vishwasagar; 
HIO Praveen Kumar; CHO 
Himbindu; leaders of the Su-
dugadu Sidda community 

Babanna, Vasanthi, and Gan-
gajja; ASHA mentor Tabitha; 
ASHA worker Jyoti; and 
members of the nomadic 
community. The camp high-
lights government efforts to 
bring healthcare services di-
rectly to underserved commu-
nities, ensuring early diagno-
sis and treatment for better 
well-being.

Chitradurga sports 
school seeks young 

talented athletes
CHITRADURGA

The Veeravanite Onake Obav-
va Stadium Sports Residential 
School in Chitradurga is set to 
select talented boys and girls 
in volleyball and athletics for 
the 2026-27 academic year, 
officials said.

Selected students will re-
ceive free food, accommoda-
tion, and professional training 
from sports experts. The aim 
is to develop them into top 
athletes who can compete at 
state, national, and interna-
tional events.

Eligibility is limited to chil-
dren currently in class 4, aged 
10 or 11 years as of June 1, 
2026. Selection tests will as-
sess physical strength, agility, 
endurance, dexterity, speed, 
and height. Candidates scor-
ing more than 50% overall 
will be considered for admis-
sion based on merit.

District-level trials will be 
held from Feb 12 to 14 at On-
ake Obavva Stadium, 10 am 
onwards, for students who 
miss taluk-level selections. 
Participants must bring all rel-
evant documents; no allow-
ances will be provided by the 
department.

For details, contact the As-

sistant Director, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Department, 
Veeravanite Onake Obavva 
Stadium, Chitradurga at 
08194-235635.

Selections will be 
conducted across all 

taluks of the district. The 
schedule is as follows
• Feb 5 – Molakalmuru 

Government Pre-Universi-
ty College, 11 am

• Feb 6 – Challakere Taluk 
Stadium, 11 am

• Feb 7 – Holalkere Taluk 
Stadium, 11 am

• Feb 9 – Hosadurga Taluk 
Stadium, 11 am

• Feb 10 – Hiriyur Taluk 
Stadium, 11 am

• Feb 11 – Onake Obavva 
Stadium, 11 am

Eligibility is for class 4 
children aged 10–11 by 
June 1, 2026; selection 
tests assess physical 

abilities, with 
admission for scores 

above 50%

GADAG

Youth is the time of dreams, 
efforts, and building a bright 
future. But today, some young 
people are straying from the 
right path and falling into the 
trap of drug addiction.

Drugs may seem attractive 
at first, but they destroy the 
mind, erode values, and ruin 
lives. Even a moment of curi-
osity can lead to lifelong 
damage, and a small taste can 
wipe out happiness. This stark 
reality was shown through the 
powerful paintings of Dr. 
Nanda Hanabaratti, Deputy 

Director of the Social Welfare 
Department. His artworks de-
pict the dark grip of drugs us-
ing symbols like syringes, 

pills, and shadowy hands, 
sending a strong message: 
“Say No To Drugs.”

Dr. Hanabaratti’s paintings 

are more than art; they are a 
warning. Addiction does not 
just harm the individual but 
also shatters family dreams 
and weakens society. Youth 
are the strength of the nation. 
If they fall into drugs, the 
country’s future fades. But 
awareness and discipline can 
guide them toward success.

Parents are urged to lead 
with love, teachers to guide 
with discipline, and society to 
cooperate in building strong, 
value-based youth. Together, 
it is possible to fight the drug 
menace. Deputy Commission-
er C.N. Sridhar said aware-

ness campaigns are being car-
ried out in collaboration with 
the district administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, District Le-
gal Services Authority, and 
police. “Success is possible 
only with public support,” he 
added. District Superinten-
dent of Police Rohan Jagadish 
emphasized that along with 
legal action, family care and 
community support are cru-
cial to saving the youth.

Through awareness, guid-
ance, and community effort, 
the youth can resist drugs, 
preserve their values, and 
build a brighter future.

During the program, Blue Volt partnered with SSIT College’s Electrical 
and Electronics Department to enhance industry-academia collaboration

Discipline key to success, say 
experts to students

TUMAKURU

Students can achieve success 
in life only by adopting disci-
pline and working steadily 
toward their goals, said Dr. 
K.B. Lingegowda, Vice Chan-
cellor of Sahe University.

He spoke after inaugurating 
a 15-day workshop organized 
by the Department of Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineer-
ing at GP Nexus, Sri Siddhar-
tha Technical College. Dr. 
Lingegowda advised students 
to meet their parents’ expecta-
tions and maintain their trust 
while improving their skills 
during the learning stage.

Later, Nagaraju, Managing 
Director of Blue Volt, empha-
sized the importance of skill 
development. He said techni-
cally skilled diploma students 
are no less capable than engi-
neering students and encour-
aged them to face challenges 

confidently and learn some-
thing new every day.

During the program, Blue 
Volt signed an agreement with 
the Electrical and Electronics 
Department of SSIT College 
to strengthen industry-aca-
demia collaboration.

The workshop was attended 
by Principal Dr. Mahantesh 
M. Nadakatti, Advisor to the 
C h a n c e l l o r  D r.  Vi v e k 
Veeraiah, Academic Dean Dr. 
S. Renukalatha, Professor 
Thyagaraju of HMS College, 

Head of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Department Dr. 
Praveen, Assistant Professor 
Dr. Yoganand, Coordinator 
Dr. Venugopal Chauhan, 
Placement Officer Dr. Harish, 
and several diploma students.

The event highlighted the 
role of discipline, continuous 
learning, and skill-building in 
shaping students’ future ca-
reers while fostering confi-
dence and practical knowl-
edge to meet industry stan-
dards effectively.

Request made for mosque 
grants in Srinivaspur

SRINIVASPUR

Former Vice-President of Sri-
nivaspur Town Municipal 
Council, Ayesha Nayaz, has 
appealed to the Karnataka 
State Waqf Board for finan-
cial help to improve several 
mosques in the town. She 
submitted a written request 
asking for funds for repair 
work, maintenance, and basic 
facilities. The appeal was 
handed over to Dr Maazuddin 
Khan, Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Karnataka State 
Waqf Board, during his recent 
visit to Srinivaspur. He had 
come to attend a cricket tour-
nament held at the Jamia 
Masjid Eidgah ground. The 
event was organised for ma-
drasa students linked to the 
Waqf Board–managed Jamia 
Masjid. Dr Khan encouraged 
the students and distributed 
prizes to the winners.

In her letter, Nayaz sought 
grants for Jamia Masjid, 
Charminar Masjid, Khan Sab 
Masjid, Sofia Masjid, Noora-
ni Masjid, and the Srinivaspur 
Dargah. She also requested 
support for other registered 

Waqf mosques in the town. 
She explained that mosques 
are not only places of prayer 
but also important centres for 
social and cultural gatherings. 
Because of this, she said, 
proper maintenance and de-
velopment are necessary.

Nayaz urged the Waqf 
Board to release funds under 
its existing schemes and rules. 
She said many mosques need 
urgent attention, including re-
pairs to buildings, water sup-
ply, sanitation, and other basic 
infrastructure.

Several local leaders and 
community members were 
present during the visit. 
Among them were former IPS 
officer Abdul Khader, Srini-
vaspur Dargah Committee 
president Mohammed Chan 
Pasha, Iqbal Pasha, and Babu. 
The gathering highlighted the 
community’s hope that the 
Waqf Board will respond pos-
itively to the request. Resi-
dents said timely support 
would help preserve religious 
spaces and improve facilities 
for daily prayers, festivals, 
and community welfare activ-
ities in town.

Dr Nadakatti takes charge as SSIT principal

Chikkaballapur to 
host Employees 

Sports Meet 
celebration

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Chikkaballapur will host the 
District Level Government 
Employees Sports Meet and 
Cultural Programme on Feb-
ruary 6 at Sir M.V. District 
Sports Hall at 11 am. The 
event is organized by the 
District Administration, Zil-
la Panchayat, Youth Empow-
erment and Sports Depart-
ment, and the Karnataka 
State Government Employ-
ees Association. 

Higher Education Minister 
Dr. M.C. Sudhakar will in-
augurate it, while MLA P.E. 
Pradeep Easwar will preside. 
MPs, MLAs, government of-
ficials, and association lead-
ers will attend. 

All district government 
employees and taluk presi-
dents are expected to partic-
ipate. 

The event aims to promote 
sportsmanship, cultural uni-
ty, and employee engage-
ment across Chikkaballapur.

TUMAKURU

Dr. Mahantesh M. Nadakatti 
has officially taken charge as 
the new Principal of Sri Sid-
dhartha Institute of Technolo-
gy (SSIT) in Tumakuru. A 
simple handover ceremony 
was held at the campus where 
outgoing Principal Dr. M.S. 
Raviprakash formally trans-
ferred responsibilities. Regis-
trar Dr. Ashok Mehta and 
Chancellor’s Advisor Dr. 
Vivek Veeraiah were present 
during the event.

Originally from Dharwad, 
Dr. Nadakatti studied in Be-
lagavi, Dharwad, and Mysuru. 
He brings over 25 years of 
teaching and research experi-
ence in mechanical engineer-
ing in India and abroad, in-
cluding post-doctoral work in 
Sweden.

After assuming office, he 
said it was an honour to lead 
one of the state’s top engi-
neering institutions. He em-
phasized providing quality 

education, promoting practi-
cal research, and fostering 
innovation. His goal is to 
build a strong learning envi-
ronment, encourage creativity, 
and establish global partner-
ships for the institute.

Dr. Nadakatti has published 
59 research papers, including 
57 in international journals, 
focusing on high-speed rail 
systems and metro technolo-
gies in collaboration with uni-
versities in China and Europe. 
He has presented research and 
delivered keynote talks in 

countries like China, Oman, 
Finland, Sweden, and Iran.

He has also contributed to 
environmental and industrial 
projects, including safe dis-
posal of floating waste and 
development of cost-effective 
industrial lubricants. College 
authorities expressed confi-
dence that his leadership will 
strengthen academics, re-
search, and industry collabo-
ration while opening new op-
portunities for students in in-
novation, internships, and 
global learning.

Women entrepreneurs invited 
to join Grihalakshmi App

CHITRADURGA

The Grihalakshmi Digital 
Marketing App has been 
launched to help women entre-
preneurs reach better markets 
for their products, officials. 
Deputy Director of the Women 
and Child Development De-
partment urged eligible wom-
en in the district to register 
their names in the app, which 
was launched on January 9, 
2026. The platform aims to 
connect women producers 
with buyers and improve visi-
bility for their products.

Women from various back-
grounds are eligible to regis-
ter, including members of 
Stree  Shakt i  Self -Help 
Groups, NRLM beneficiaries 
and entrepreneurs, women 
running Akka Cafe units, 
Karnataka Small Scale In-
dustries Association entre-
preneurs, self-employed 
women trained through 

RUDSET, and beneficiaries 
of other government schemes 
at district, taluk, or gram 
panchayat levels.

Interested women entrepre-
neurs are asked to contact the 
Women Development Inspec-
tor at the Office of the Deputy 
Director of Women and Child 
Development, located at Dis-
trict Balabhavan near the sta-
dium in Chitradurga. They 
must provide details about 
themselves and the products 
they manufacture to complete 
the registration process.

The department said the 
initiative will provide great-
er market opportunities and 
business growth for women, 
empowering them to expand 
their enterprises. For further 
information, women can 
call 7019967954 to clarify 
queries and ensure success-
ful registration on the Gri-
halakshmi Digital Market-
ing App.

Gas leak sparks fire, family of 3 dies
RAMANAGARA

A tragic fire accident in Kanakapura claimed the lives of three fam-
ily members after a gas leak while cooking, officials reported. The 
deceased have been identified as Siddharaju (55), Chandramma (50), 
and their son Prashanth (22). The accident occurred four days ago in 
the Amarnarayana block of Kanakapura city.

The injured family members were admitted to Victoria Hos-
pital, Bengaluru, for treatment, but unfortunately, all three suc-
cumbed to their injuries despite medical care.

The incident falls under the jurisdiction of the Kanakapura 
Town Police Station, and authorities are investigating the cause 
of the gas leak. Relatives and local residents expressed deep 
sorrow and mourned the loss of the father, mother, and son.

The fire has raised concerns about kitchen safety and gas 
cylinder handling in homes, prompting officials to urge resi-
dents to take precautions and ensure proper installation and 
maintenance of gas connections to prevent similar tragedies.

No further casualties were reported, and the local administra-
tion is coordinating with police to provide support to the griev-
ing family and spread awareness about household fire safety.
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Tasmac Revives Empty Bottle Buy Back Scheme
CHENNAI

After being temporarily put 
on hold amid protests by shop 
workers, the Tamil Nadu State 
Marketing Corporation, or 
Tasmac, will restart its empty 
liquor bottle buy back scheme 
in Chennai later this week.

Officials said the decision 
follows a review of earlier 
problems and is aimed at 
making the process smoother 
this time.

The scheme was earlier 
stopped after Tasmac workers 
closed liquor shops and pro-
tested at depots, saying they 

lacked facilities and faced ex-
tra work.

The Madras High Court has 
asked Tasmac to submit a sta-
tus report by the end of Feb-
ruary, even as plans move 

ahead.
A senior official said the 

earlier attempt failed because 
the scheme was launched 
across the city at once, caus-
ing confusion.

This time, it will be intro-
duced in phases and will cov-
er all city zones within a 
week.

Under the scheme, buyers 
pay ten rupees extra for each 
bottle and get the money back 
when they return the empty 
bottle.

The plan is already working 
in other parts of Tamil Nadu 
and was first started in hill ar-
eas to protect wildlife from 
glass waste.

Workers continue to oppose 
it, saying staff strength and 
storage space are not enough, 
and want a separate agency to 

handle bottles.
Union leader Dhanasekaran 

said their demands remain un-
changed and warned that the 
workload will rise without 
proper support.

Tasmac officials said the 
phased return may reduce 
problems, but the balance be-
tween green goals and worker 
concerns will be closely 
watched.

The coming days will show 
whether the scheme can run 
smoothly in Chennai without 
fresh protests or further legal 
hurdles from workers and 
public across the city.

BOTTLE BUYBACK

QUICK READ

TVK Entry 
Energises 2026 Tamil 

Nadu Polls

Sreedharan Pushes 
Kerala High-Speed Rail 

Plan Ahead

Chennai
Actor-turned-politician 
Vijay on Monday urged 

cadres of Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) to pre-

pare strongly for the 2026 
Assembly elections. He 

said the party’s entry has 
created excitement 

across Tamil Nadu and 
given new energy to the 

political scene. Vijay 
asked party members to 
work with unity and de-
termination to win the 

trust of people. He said 
the goal is to gain recog-
nition and take responsi-
bility in governance. TVK 

was officially launched on 
February 2, 2024.

Malappuram
Metroman E Sreedharan 
on Monday began work 

on Kerala’s proposed 
high-speed rail project by 
opening an office in Pon-

nani. The move comes 
even though the project 

was not mentioned in the 
Union Budget. His wife 
Radha inaugurated the 
office. Sreedharan said 

the office will help explain 
the project and hear pub-
lic concerns. Public meet-
ings will start from Febru-
ary 15. Fieldwork will be-
gin in April for finalising 
route and stations. He 

said work will move fast 
before monsoon.

Jaishankar to Attend US Critical 
Minerals Ministerial Talks Week

EAM S Jaishankar will visit the United States for key talks on minerals
NEW DELHI

According to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, the visit will 
take place from February two 
to four. Jaishankar will attend 
the Critical Minerals Ministe-
rial called by US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio. The meet-
ing will focus on strong sup-
ply chains, clean energy 
change, and cooperation on 
key minerals. During the visit, 
the minister will also meet se-
nior members of the United 
States administration.

The United States said the 
first ministerial will bring 
partners from around the 
world together. The aim is to 
build safe and steady mineral 

supply chains needed for 
growth and security. Officials 
said these minerals support 
national safety, new technolo-
gy, and the move to clean en-
ergy.

Similar talks were held ear-
lier when the US Treasury 

hosted a finance meeting in 
Washington. Finance minis-
ters from many countries dis-
cussed ways to widen and 
protect mineral supply net-
works. India was represented 
there by Union Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw, who handles 
railways and technology.

India and the United States 
are also in touch on defence 
cooperation and military in-
dustry ties. A US Congressio-
nal team led by Mike Rogers 
met Defence Secretary Rajesh 
Kumar Singh. The talks cov-
ered stronger defence industry 
links and recent long term 
partnership agreements. Offi-
cials said such meetings show 
growing trust and wider coop-

eration between the two dem-
ocratic nations. The mineral 
talks are expected to support 
India’s clean energy plans and 
future industries. Experts be-
lieve closer work with part-
ners will reduce risks, cut 
delays, and improve global 
supplies.

Overall, the visit highlights 
shared goals, steady dialogue, 
and practical steps as India 
and the United States work 
together on minerals, defence 
links, energy security, and 
long term cooperation across 
government, industry, and 
people, while building trust 
for future economic and stra-
tegic stability for both na-
tions.

Centre Raises K’taka 
Tax Share, Joshi Says
NEW DELHI

The Central government has 
increased Karnataka’s share 
in central taxes, Union Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi said on 
Monday, rejecting claims by 
the state Congress leadership. 
Speaking in New Delhi, Joshi 
said Karnataka’s share has ris-
en from 3.647 per cent to 
4.131 per cent under the re-
vised tax distribution formula. 
He said this change would 
bring the state several thou-
sand crore rupees in addition-
al revenue during the coming 
financial year.

According to the Union 
Budget for 2026–27, Karnata-
ka has been allocated Rs 
63,049 crore as its share of 
central taxes. Joshi said this 
amount is higher than what 
the state received in the previ-
ous year. He stressed that the 
Centre has not discriminated 
against Karnataka and that the 
revised share reflects recom-
mendations of the 16th Fi-
nance Commission.

The minister explained that 
the overall tax devolution to 
states remains unchanged at 
41 per cent. However, indi-
vidual state shares have been 
adjusted based on updated 
criteria, which resulted in 
Karnataka receiving a higher 
proportion. He said allega-
tions of injustice were politi-
cally motivated and ignored 
official figures.

Joshi welcomed the 2026–
27 Union Budget, saying it 
aligns with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Viksit 
Bharat vision and promotes 
growth across seven sectors. 
He said the Rs 10,000 crore 
allocation for biopharma 
would strengthen healthcare 
innovation. In contrast, Chief 
Min is te r  S iddaramaiah 
termed the budget disap-
pointing, citing reduced 
funds for central schemes 
and limited gains from rail 
projects. Deputy Chief Min-
ister D K Shivakumar also 
said Karnataka received no 
real benefits, underlining 
Centre–state differences on 
funding and development pri-
orities.

Union minister says 
revised tax sharing 

gives Karnataka more 
funds, rejecting 

Congress charges of  
neglect in the latest 

Union Budget

The Pennaiyar river dispute highlights interstate tensions, legal 
processes, and efforts to ensure fairness and cooperation

SC Orders Tribunal For 
Pennaiyar River Water Dispute

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has 
stepped in to resolve a 
long-running water sharing 
dispute between two southern 
states. On Monday, the apex 
court directed the Union gov-
ernment to set up an in-
ter-State river water disputes 
tribunal within one month. 
The bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and N V Anjaria ordered 
the Centre to issue a notifica-
tion in the Official Gazette 
and refer Tamil Nadu’s com-
plaint to the tribunal under the 
Inter-State River Water Dis-
putes Act, 1956.

The dispute relates to shar-
ing of waters of the Pennai-
yar river system, also known 
as Dakshina Pinakini, be-
tween Tamil Nadu and Kar-

nataka. The court said there 
was no reason to delay the 
formation of a tribunal to de-
cide the issue.

Tamil Nadu had approached 
the Supreme Court alleging 
that projects planned and car-
ried out by Karnataka in the 
upper reaches of the river 
would harm its downstream 
interests. 

These include works on the 
Markandeya Nadhi and 
pumping of water from tanks 
and directly from the river.

The state said such actions 
could affect farmers, drinking 
water supply, and livelihoods 
in several districts. It also 
claimed that repeated talks 
and meetings between the two 
states had failed to settle the 
dispute.

Tamil Nadu urged the court 
to restrain Karnataka from 
constructing a dam near Yar-
gol and launching new Pen-
naiyar basin projects until 
resolution. 

The Centre earlier ad-
vised dialogue, but law 
mandates tribunal jurisdic-
tion. This directive aims to 
ensure clarity, fairness, and 
timely settlement of the 
long-pending water-sharing 
conflict, safeguarding farm-
ing and urban communities 
in both states.

Dense Fog, Moderate Air 
Quality Greets Delhi

NEW DELHI

Delhi woke up to dense fog 
on Monday morning, reduc-
ing visibility to 100 metres at 
Palam and Safdarjung, the 
weather office said. Air qual-
ity showed slight improve-
ment, with the average Air 
Quality Index at 188, falling 

in the moderate category. Out 
of monitoring stations, 21 re-
ported moderate air quality, 
while 16 recorded poor lev-
els. Lodhi Road showed the 
lowest AQI at 116. Tempera-
tures remained mild, with 
minimum readings around 10 
to 11 degrees Celsius across 
the city.

BAREILLY 

All India Muslim Jamaat 
(AIMJ) National President 
Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi 
on Monday condemned recent 
attacks on Kashmiri shawl 
sellers in Uttarakhand and Hi-
machal Pradesh, accusing 
state governments of failing 
to protect migrant traders.

His remarks came after two 
Kashmiri brothers were as-
saulted in Dehradun, while 
a n o t h e r  t r a d e r,  M o h d 
Ramzan, was allegedly ha-
rassed in Kangra district. Raz-
vi said such incidents reflect 
rising intolerance and admin-
istrative negligence.

Referring to an attack on a 
shopkeeper in Haridwar, he 
alleged that antisocial ele-
ments attempted to drive him 
away, creating communal di-
visions. He also criticised the 
Congress- led Himachal 
Pradesh government over law 
and order and said madrasas 
in Uttar Pradesh would coop-
erate with official inspections.

AIMJ Chief 
Condemns Attacks 

On Kashmiri 
Shawl Sellers

Indore Must Speak Louder Over 
Contaminated Water Deaths Issue

INDORE

Congress leader Jitu Patwari 
on Monday urged Indore res-
idents to raise their voice over 
contaminated water deaths 
and demand accountability. 
He said people should stand 
in solidarity with families of 
victims from Bhagirathpura 
and question civic authorities 
and elected representatives.

In a video message, the 
Madhya Pradesh Congress 
president claimed that thirty 
two people have died due to 
contaminated water in Bhagi-
rathpura. He said another pa-
tient, Anil Kushwaha, died on 
Monday morning at a private 
hospital, taking the toll to 

thirty two. Patwari alleged 
that the Indore Municipal 
Corporation and district ad-
ministration failed to ensure 
safe drinking water in several 
localities. Calling the situa-
tion alarming, Patwari said 
silence from the city was 
troubling despite the deaths. 
He said the Congress, as the 
opposition, has consistently 
raised the issue and appealed 
to citizens to speak out for 
their right to clean water.

Patwari announced that the 
Congress will hold a peaceful 
protest with public participa-
tion near Rajwada palace. He 
said the protest aims to high-
light the BJP government’s 
failure to fix responsibility for 

the tragedy.
The state government and 

district administration, which 
are monitoring affected pa-
tients, have not issued a fresh 
official statement on the latest 
death. The matter is currently 
before the Indore bench of the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court.

During a hearing on Janu-
ary twenty seven, the court 
appointed former judge Jus-
tice Sushil Kumar Gupta as a 
one member inquiry commis-
sion. The court observed that 
the incident raised serious 
concerns related to the consti-
tutional right to life. It also 
noted disputes over actual im-
plementation of safety mea-
sures. State responded.

Teacher Aspirants Protest 
In Lucknow Ahead 

Supreme Court Hearing
LUCKNOW

Candidates linked to the long 
pending 69,000 teacher re-
cruitment case staged a pro-
test in Lucknow on Monday 
seeking early justice.

The protest was held out-
side the residence of Uttar 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Keshav Prasad Maurya 
ahead of the upcoming Su-
preme Court hearing. Aspi-
rants alleged serious irregu-
larities in the recruitment 
process and long delays in 
issuing appointment letters 
even after they cleared the ex-
amination. Raising slogans 
and holding placards, protest-
ers appealed to Maurya and 
Minister of State for Basic 
Education Sandeep Singh to 
intervene. They pointed out 
that Maurya belongs to the 
OBC community and urged 
him to support candidates 
from backward sections wait-
ing for employment.

Several aspirants said they 
have waited for years despite 
meeting all eligibility condi-
tions. They said the uncertain-
ty has damaged their careers 

and affected family responsi-
bilities. One candidate said 
clearing the exam brought 
hope, but the delay has left 
many jobless and stressed.

Another protester, Manoj 
Yadav, said repeated hearing 
dates have passed without 
progress. He claimed that 
nearly twenty eight dates have 
gone by and the government 
has failed to present its case 
properly. He added that the 
absence of strong representa-
tion has deepened their disap-
pointment.

The protesters urged the 
state government to act re-
sponsibly and ensure deserv-
ing candidates are not denied 
jobs. They said repeated 
promises from authorities 
have not resulted in any real 
solution.

Heavy police presence was 
seen during the protest to 
maintain order. Some protest-
ers were briefly detained as a 
precaut ion,  though the 
demonstration remained 
peaceful. The recruitment is-
sue has seen multiple legal 
challenges over evaluation 
and reservation rules. 

SC Grants Bail In Pune 
Porsche Blood Tampering Case
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day granted bail to three peo-
ple accused of tampering with 
b lood  samples  in  t he 
high-profile Pune Porsche hit-
and-run case.

A bench of Justices B.V. 
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan 
ordered the release of Ashish 
Satish Mittal, Aditya Avinash 
Sood, and Amar Santhosh 
Gaikwad. The bench noted 
that the accused had been in 
jail for nearly twenty months 
and directed that their release 
follow conditions set by the 
trial court.

The three are alleged to 
have swapped blood samples 
of two minor passengers in 
the Porsche, who were report-
edly under the influence of 
alcohol at the time of the ac-
cident. They face charges in-

cluding forgery, evidence 
tampering, and bribery under 
the Indian Penal Code and the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The crash, which occurred 
on May 19, 2024, killed two 
IT profess ionals ,  Anis 
Awadhiya and Ashwini 
Koshta, in Pune’s Kaly-
aninagar area. 

The car was allegedly driv-
en by a seventeen-year-old 
under the influence of alco-
hol. Mittal is a friend of one 
minor’s father, Sood is the 
father of the other minor, and 
Gaikwad allegedly received 
Rs 3 lakh to facilitate the 
blood sample swap.

While granting bail, the 
court highlighted parental re-
sponsibility, noting that hand-
ing vehicles to minors and 
enabling reckless behaviour 
reflects a broader social prob-
lem. 

Delhi HC Orders Survey Of 
Buildings Near Heritage Sites

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday directed a thorough 
survey of all buildings near 
the city’s notified heritage 
sites to ensure compliance 
with sanctioned plans and 
norms. A Division Bench of 
Justices Devendra Kumar Up-
adhyaya and Tejas Karia set a 
three-month deadline for the 
exercise.

The court was hearing a 
batch of writ petitions high-
lighting violations near heri-
tage structures. Petitioners 
argued that constructions 
close to heritage buildings of-
ten alter their visual and 
structural character, causing 
defacement .  They a lso 
claimed that the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi fre-
quently approves building 

plans without following bye-
laws or the Heritage Conser-
vation Committee’s recom-
mendations.

The Bench ordered the mu-
nicipal body to carry out a 
physical survey of all build-
ings in the vicinity of heritage 
properties. Each survey team 
must include one officer nom-
inated by the Heritage Con-
servation Committee to en-
sure proper oversight. Sepa-
rate reports for each heritage 
property must be prepared 
and submitted to the court. 
Copies of the reports must 
also be shared with the peti-
tioners’ counsel, who can re-
spond before the next hearing.

The court clarified that 
“heritage buildings/structures/
properties” in its order refers 
only to properties officially 
listed in heritage notifications.
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Supreme Court

 Grants Bail In Pune 
Crash Case

Bombs, Firing 
Reported In South 

Kolkata Clash

Two Killed In Haridwar 
Ravidas Shobhayatra 

Clash

Pune
The Supreme Court on 
Monday granted bail to 

three accused in the 2024 
Pune Porsche crash that 

killed two people. The 
court blamed parents for 

giving children car keys 
and money for parties. 

The 17-year-old driver, un-
der alcohol influence, hit 
two IT professionals in 
Kalyani Nagar last May. 

The accused include 
Amar Gaikwad, Aditya 

Sood, and Ashish Mittal. 
Earlier, their bail pleas 

were rejected by the high 
court. The juvenile in-

volved was sent to an ob-
servation home but later 

released.

Kolkata
Bombs were thrown and 

bullets fired during a clash 
in south Kolkata’s Golpark 

area on Sunday night, 
leaving two injured. Police 

arrested 10 people and 
are searching for others 

involved. The fight began 
when outsiders entered 

the locality and were con-
fronted by residents. 

Stones and crude bombs 
were exchanged, and a 

mob vandalised motorcy-
cles and tried attacking a 
police vehicle. CCTV foot-
age is being checked, and 

police said the violence 
seemed aimed at con-

trolling the area. Investi-
gation is ongoing.

Roorkee
Two people were killed 

and three seriously injured 
in a clash during the Ravi-

das Shobhayatra in Bi-
narasi village, Haridwar, 

on Sunday. Police said the 
violence erupted around 5 
pm over a long-standing 

rivalry and issues of social 
prestige. What began as a 
verbal argument escalat-
ed, and firearms were al-
legedly used. Following 

the incident, heavy securi-
ty from nearby police sta-

tions was deployed to 
prevent further unrest. 

Authorities are investigat-
ing the cause and working 

to restore peace in the 
area.

Sl No Sl No of Indent No’s of works The bidder can access & Last date of Submission
works as download the tender of completed Tender Date & Time of Opening
per Tender documents Documents of  Technical Bid
Notification

1 01 to 04 402 (Call-2), 422 03.02.2026 to
(Call-2), 423 (Call-2) 11.02.2026, up
& 407 (Call-2)  to 5.30 pm 11.02.2026, 5.30 pm 13.02.2026, 11.00 Am

Job no 1006/83  VJNL Sakaleshpura    Size:   12x4

 VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

Sd/-Executive Engineer, VJNL, YP
Division, No.1, Sakaleshpura

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO - 07(Call-2)/2025-26 Dated:30.01.2026 Ref: VJNL/YP/
EE/D1/SKP/TND-07/2025-26/651  Dated: 22.08.2025 SHORT TERMTENDER NOTIFICATION   (TWO

TENDER DOCUMENT SYSTEM) (Only through kppp portal system)

Tender Notification No: EE/YP/VJNL/DIV-01/TN-07 (Call-2)/2025-26/1691 Dated: 30.01.2026

“Percentage” tenders through kpppportal for 04 worksCall-2 are invited by the Executive Engineer, VJNL, YP Division, No.1,
Sakaleshapura on behalf of Managing Director, V isvesvarayaJalaNigama Ltd., Registered office, Bangalore from thePWD
registered eligible contractors who fulfill the pre-qualification conditions as per the published bid documents for the work.
The amount put to tender varies from Rs. 253.20 Lakhs to Rs. 352.50 Lakhs. The contractors can download and submit the
completed bid documents for as per the Calendar of events mentioned below.

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/» À̧¤/ºÁ À̧£À/1010/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

(Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Office of the Executive Engineer VJNL, Yettinahole Project Division, No.1 Sakaleshpur -

573134 Ph: 08173-244454, e-mail: eeypdn1@gmail.com

The technical bid (Cover-I) will be opened at the office of the Executive Engineer, VJNL, Yettinahole Project Division, No.1,
Sakaleshapura through kppp portal.Details such as Amount put to tender/EMD amount/Qualification of bidders/ Tender
Conditions etc can be obtained through kppp portalhttps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home. Financial bids will
be opened after Technical bid approval or on the date specified in the kppp portal, whichever is later. The authority competent
to accept the tenders shall have the right of rejecting all or any of the tenders without assigning any reasons and will not be
bound to accept the lowest tender. Corrigendum/addendum will be published in the kpppportal for all modifications or
corrections if any. Any further information required may be obtained from the undersigned during office hours.

I, IMTHIAZ PASHA, S/o 
Syed Ahmed, resident 
of No. 12, 4th Cross, 

Damodar Mudaliar Street, 
Ulsoor, Bengaluru-560008, 
have changed my name to 
SYED IMTIYAZ AHMED, 

vide affidavit dated: 
02.02.2026, before Notary 
MEER HASSAN, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, MUZAMIL SHAIK I, S/o 
Ibrahim, resident of No 

6, 8th Cross, Near Kalyani 
Bekary, Anepalya Po, 

Adugodi, Bengaluru-560030, 
have changed my name 

to MUZAMIL SHAIK, vide 
affidavit dated: 30.01.2026, 

before Notary MEER 
HASSAN, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, ROFIK MOLLA, S/o. Late. Abdul 
Rahim Molla, aged 60 years, 
residing at Olipur Rojapara 
Dakshin, Olipur Nayanagar, 

Olipur, Haripal, Hooghly-712301, 
West Bengal, camp at Bangalore, 

declare that ROFIK MOLLA, 
SHEIKH RAFIKUL MOLLA and 

ROFIK SHEIKH, Both the names 
are belongs to one and the 

same person i.e., myself only. 
And continue my name in future 

ROFIK MOLLA, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 30.01.2026 before notary 
V. RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

AFFIDAVIT

I, FRAHANA, w/o MUJEEBULLA 
.J. aged about 48 years, R/at: 

Near Stella Convent, Mytri Kuta 
Road, V.V.Puram, Gouribidnur, 

Chickballapur Disrict, have 
Changed my name FARHANA 
MUJEEB to FARHANA, Vide 
affidavit Dated: 02-02-2026 

before Notary, K.H.Venkatappa, 
Advocate & Notary, Govt. of 
Karnataka, Chickballapura.

NAME CHANGE

I, SAMIRA BANU, W/o, 
Mohammed Mazhar 

Ahmed, Resident of No 55, 
Near Masjid Nalbandwadi 
Ramanagar Dist, 571511, 
have changed my name 

to SAMEERA BANU, vide 
affidavit dated: 02.02.2026 

before notary B.A. 
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SAKEENAABI, W/o, Syed 
Umar, Resident of No 42,1st 

Cross 2nd Stage Near 
Novman Masjid Rajiv Nagar 
Mysuru Dist, 570019, have 

changed my name to SAKINA 
BI, vide affidavit dated: 

02.02.2026 before notary B.A. 
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SURAIYA BEGUM, W/o, 
Mohammed Anwar Sharif, 
Resident of Ward No 14, 

Ashokanagar Pete Malavalli 
Town Malavalli Mandya 

Dist, 571430, have changed 
my name to SURAIYA 

BANU, vide affidavit dated: 
02.02.2026 before notary B.A. 

LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To place a classified ad  
contact: 

080-41209042
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India To Join 2026 Commonwealth Law Ministers Meeting
The meeting, chaired by Fiji’s Siromi Turaga, will address law, climate, digital change, and include diverse youth and advocacy perspectives

NEW DELHI

India will participate in the 
2026 Commonwealth Law 
Ministers Meeting in Nadi, 
Fiji, from February 9 to 12, 
officials said. The three-day 
meeting brings together min-
isters and attorneys general 
from across the Common-
wealth to discuss strengthen-
ing legal systems and promot-
ing the rule of law globally.

The discussions will focus 
on ensuring access to justice, 
protecting democratic rights, 
supporting fair economies, and 
safeguarding communities 

against environmental and so-
cial challenges. The ministers 
are expected to adopt practical 
measures to strengthen legal 
institutions and uphold justice. 
Commonwea l th  Sec re -
tary-General Shirley Botch-
wey thanked Fiji for hosting 
the event, emphasizing that the 
rule of law is essential for 
peace, stability, and develop-
ment. “Where it is weakened, 
ordinary people feel the im-
pact most sharply. We must 
work together to uphold it as a 
protection for all,” she said.

The meeting will be chaired 
by Siromi Turaga, Fiji’s Min-

ister for Justice and acting 
Attorney General, under the 
theme “Anchoring Justice in 
a Changing Tide: Strengthen-
ing the Rule of Law for a Re-

silient Future.” Turaga high-
lighted challenges such as 
climate change, digital trans-
formation, and regional coop-
eration, noting the need for 

flexible, inclusive, and resil-
ient legal systems.

Alongside ministerial dis-
cussions, five side events will 
include youth leaders, justice 

system beneficiaries, and dis-
ability rights advocates, en-
suring diverse perspectives 
are considered. Outcomes of 
the meeting are expected to 
inform the agenda of the up-
coming Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meet-
ing (CHOGM) in Antigua and 
Barbuda later this year.

Officials said India’s partic-
ipation underscores its com-
mitment to the rule of law, 
justice, and international co-
operation, while also contrib-
uting to discussions on resil-
ient legal systems for a rapid-
ly changing world.

Haryana CM Nayab 
Singh Saini Meets Modi

NEW DELHI

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini met Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi on Monday to discuss sev-
eral important issues concerning the state 
and the nation. The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice shared the meeting on social media, 
confirming the interaction.

A day earlier, Saini welcomed the 
Union Budget 2026-27, calling it peo-
ple-focused and aligned with Modi’s vi-
sion for a developed India by 2047. 
Speaking in Panchkula, he described the 
budget as “visionary and historic,” high-
lighting its dedication to uplifting the 
poorest and fostering inclusive growth. 
He said the budget’s three main pillars 
are speed, capacity, and inclusive devel-
opment.

The Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitha-
raman, presented the ninth consecutive 
Union Budget in Lok Sabha on Sunday. 
Key highlights include an increase in 
public capital expenditure to ₹12.2 lakh 
crore, seven high-speed rail corridors, 
new freight corridors, and operationalisa-

tion of 20 national waterways to support 
sustainable transport.

On taxation, the New Income Tax Act, 
2025, will take effect from April 2026 
with simplified rules and redesigned 
forms. Tax Collected at Source (TCS) 
rates will also be reduced for overseas tour 
packages, education, and medical expens-
es under the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme.

Saini said the budget reflects the gov-
ernment’s resolve for Viksit Bharat and 
called the day “glorious,” coinciding with 
Guru Ravidas Jayanti. He praised Modi’s 
vision, stating the budget will serve as a 
milestone in achieving a developed India 
by 2047.

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) launched 
Operation CyStrike on January 30 in collaboration 
with law enforcement agencies from the USA, UK, 
Kuwait, Ireland, and Singapore. The operation 
aimed to dismantle transnational cyber-enabled fi-
nancial crime networks operating from India and 
abroad.

As part of the crackdown, the CBI conducted 
searches at 35 locations across New Delhi, Bihar, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Telangana, and West Bengal. 
The raids led to the exposure and disruption of cy-
ber-crime networks that defrauded victims in the 
USA, UK, Kuwait, Ireland, Singapore, and India by 
using fake online identities. Investigators seized lap-
tops, mobile phones, hard disks, and other electron-
ic devices containing crucial digital evidence. 
During the operations, key operative Pfokrehrii Pe-
ter was arrested.

Another fraudulent network operating from New 
Delhi, Ghaziabad, and Karnataka was busted under 
the domain https://eservicemoi-Kw.com. This group 
falsely offered Kuwaiti e-visas and job appointments 
to Indian nationals in exchange for money. Investi-
gators recovered cash totaling Rs 60 lakh along with 
devices containing fake documents.

The operation also uncovered and disabled multi-
ple mule accounts used to transfer the proceeds of 
crime from foreign victims to the accused. Networks 
defrauding individuals in the UK, Ireland, and Sin-
gapore were dismantled, delivering a major blow to 
international cyber-fraud activities.

Led by the CBI with support from INTERPOL 
and other global agencies, Operation CyStrike un-
derscores India’s determination to combat organized, 
technology-enabled crime. Officials said the initia-
tive not only disrupted major cyber-fraud networks 
but also reinforced measures to hold perpetrators 
accountable, sending a strong message about India’s 
commitment to fighting transnational financial 
crimes.

CBI Launches 
Operation CyStrike 

Against Fraud

PV Anvar Confirmed As 
UDF Beypore Candidate
KOZHIKODE

The United Democratic Front (UDF) will field Tri-
namool Congress leader P V Anvar as its candidate 
from the Beypore constituency in Kozhikode, KPCC 
president Sunny Joseph confirmed on Monday. An-
var, a former LDF MLA, resigned from the Assem-
bly after leaving the Left Front and later joined the 
Trinamool Congress, now an associate party of the 
UDF. Anvar has been active in Beypore in recent 
weeks amid speculation that he 
would contest against Tourism 
Minister P A Mohamed Riyas, 
son-in-law of Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, in the upcom-
ing Assembly polls. Joseph said, 
“He will come out victorious and become the Bey-
pore MLA,” confirming Anvar’s nomination.

On Monday, Anvar visited Chaliyam harbour and 
interacted with local fishermen and traders. Asked 
about his candidature, he did not give a definite an-
swer, saying, “Someone will have to contest. It will 
be decided later. Let us see.”

Anvar criticised Riyas for failing to address local 
issues, adding, “He is in the kick of being the son-
in-law. I have no personal issue with him; my issue 
is with his actions.” He further alleged that the 
CPI(M) and the government were dominated by a 
family, leaving local party workers sidelined.

He also questioned the LDF’s statewide develop-
ment rally, claiming, “If development has really 
happened, then why such a rally? It is a fraud.” The 
CPI(M) and LDF have not responded to Anvar’s re-
marks.

Earlier, Anvar had represented the Nilambur con-
stituency in Malappuram district. He is now shifting 
focus to Beypore, while the UDF is expected to fi-
nalise candidates and seat-sharing arrangements in 
the coming weeks.

Calcutta HC Directs Police To 
Ensure Opposition Leaders’ Security
KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on Monday direct-
ed West Bengal Police and Kolkata Police 
to provide full security for public political 
events of opposition leaders, including BJP 
legislators and Union ministers.

A division bench of Chief Justice Sujoy 
Paul and Justice Partha Sarathi Sen issued 
the order after hearing a petition from 
Leader of Opposition in the West Bengal 
Assembly, Suvendu Adhikari. He sought 
court intervention to ensure that opposition 
political programmes are not disrupted by 
alleged hostility from ruling Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) activists. The court in-
structed the police to strictly follow the 
directive until February 18, the next hear-
ing date. Adhikari alleged that BJP leaders’ 
public programmes often face violence, 

attacks, and resistance despite giving pri-
or notice to authorities. He added that 
these incidents show police and adminis-
trative failure in maintaining law and 
order since the 2021 Assembly elections.

Adhikari’s own convoy has reportedly 
faced multiple attacks since 2021, 
prompting the Union Home Ministry to 
upgrade his security. Last year, BJP MP 
Khagen Murmu and West Bengal As-
sembly BJP chief whip Sankar Ghosh 
were also attacked during public pro-
grammes and required hospitalisation 
due to injuries. The division bench’s 
order emphasises the responsibility of 
the state and city police to ensure safe 
conduct of political events for opposi-
tion leaders and prevent harassment or 
violence, maintaining democratic norms 
in public political activities.

Cong Attacks KTR Over KCR SIT Interrogation
HYDERABAD

Congress leader Mota Rohit questioned 
BRS Working President KT Rama Rao 
(KTR) over Telangana Jagruthi President 
Kavitha’s claims that her husband’s phone 
was allegedly tapped during the BRS ten-
ure. The comments follow KTR’s politi-
cal defense of the Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) questioning of BRS Chief K. 
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR) in the 
phone-tapping case.

Kavitha expressed confidence in the 
inquiry, urging patience for the probe re-
sults. “KCR garu was summoned and an-
swered to the best of his knowledge. Let 
us see the outcome,” she said.

KTR, however, launched a strong at-

tack on the Congress-led state govern-
ment, describing its two-year tenure in 
three words: Diversion, Subversion, 
Perversion. He accused the administra-
tion of spreading rumours, selective 
leaks, and diverting public attention 
from governance failures. He claimed 
the SIT had not strictly followed legal 
procedures but praised KCR for volun-
tarily cooperating with the probe, de-
spite no legal obligation to appear in 
person.

According to KTR, the inquiry con-
firmed that no wrongdoing occurred 
during the BRS government. He urged the 
media not to rely on unofficial leaks, 
warning that attempts to malign KCR 
would “fall back on those who attempt it.” 
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Russian Drone Strike 
on Miners’ Bus Kills at 

Least 12 in Ukraine

Peter Mandelson Quits 
Labour Party Amid 

Scrutiny Over Epstein

Moscow
At least 12 people were 

killed on Sunday when a 
Russian drone struck a 

bus transporting miners 
in Ukraine’s southeast-
ern Dnipropetrovsk re-

gion, marking one of the 
deadliest recent attacks 
on civilian workers linked 

to the country’s energy 
sector. Ukrainian offi-
cials said the bus was 
targeted in what they 

described as a deliber-
ate strike on non-com-
batants. Ukraine’s ener-

gy minister, Denys 
Shmyhal, condemned 
the attack in a state-
ment posted on Tele-

gram. Today, the enemy 
carried out a cynical and 
targeted attack on ener-
gy sector workers in the 
Dnipro region, he said, 

using language that un-
derscored Kyiv’s view 
that the strike was in-

tentional and aimed at 
undermining critical in-

frastructure and morale. 
Local authorities said 
the bus was carrying 

miners to or from their 
workplace when it was 

hit by the drone.

New York
Peter Mandelson, the 

United Kingdom’s former 
ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, has resigned 
from Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s Labour Party 

following renewed media 
scrutiny over his past 

links to the late sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein, 
according to reports 

published by British me-
dia on Sunday.  Mandel-
son, a veteran political 
figure and senior mem-
ber of the Labour Party, 
was removed from his 

role as Britain’s top rep-
resentative in Washing-

ton last year after emails 
emerged detailing his as-
sociations with Epstein. 
The correspondence re-
ignited controversy sur-

rounding Mandelson, 
who has previously ac-
knowledged knowing 

Epstein but denied any 
involvement in or knowl-
edge of his criminal ac-
tivities. According to the 
reports, Mandelson said 
he had taken the deci-
sion to resign from the 
party in order to avoid 

causing further embar-
rassment to the Labour 

government. 

Poll Predicts Landslide Win for Takaichi’s Party
TOKYO

Japan’s political landscape 
appears set for continuity as 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaic-
hi and her ruling party head 
into next week’s lower house 
election with strong momen-
tum. A survey published by 
the Asahi Shimbun indicates 
that Takaichi’s party is likely 
to secure a commanding vic-
tory, significantly exceeding 
the threshold required for a 
parliamentary majority.

According to the poll, 
Takaichi’s Liberal Democrat-
ic Party is projected to well 

surpass the 233-seat majority 
mark in the 465-member low-
er house. If realized, this 
would represent a notable in-
crease from its current 198 
seats, consolidating the prime 
minister’s grip on party lead-
ership and strengthening her 
authority within government. 
A decisive win on Sunday 
would provide a clear man-
date for Takaichi’s expansion-
ary fiscal agenda, centered on 
large-scale public spending 
and tax reductions aimed at 
sustaining economic growth.

Supporters argue that con-
tinued fiscal stimulus is nec-

essary to maintain momentum 
in an economy grappling with 
demographic challenges and 
global uncertainty. However, 
economists and market partic-
ipants are increasingly voic-

ing concerns about the lon-
ger-term implications for Ja-
pan’s public finances, already 
among the most strained in 
the developed world.

Ryutaro Kono, chief Japan 
economist at BNP Paribas, 
warned that implementing ex-
pansionary fiscal policy when 
the economy is near full em-
ployment could have signifi-
cant side effects. Such a poli-
cy stance, he said, would 
heighten inflationary pres-
sures and further weaken the 
yen, which has already faced 
downward pressure in recent 
months. Rising inflation ex-

pectations could, in turn, push 
government bond yields high-
er, increasing borrowing costs 
for the state.

These dynamics may also 
complicate monetary policy. 
Kono noted that the Bank of 
Japan could be forced to ac-
celerate the pace of interest 
rate hikes to counter both cur-
rency weakness and inflation 
driven by fiscal expansion. 
Any shift toward tighter mon-
etary conditions would mark 
a delicate balancing act for 
policymakers seeking to sup-
port growth while maintain-
ing financial stability.

TAKAICHI POLL LANDSLIDE

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Israel Reopens Rafah Crossing, 
Allowing Palestinian Movement

Israel reopened Gaza's Rafah crossing with Egypt, allowing limited 
pedestrian movement after months of closure amid ceasefire efforts.

GAZA

Israel on Monday reopened 
the border between Gaza and 
Egypt, marking a significant 
but tightly controlled step in 
easing restrictions on move-
ment after months of intense 
conflict. The decision allows 
Palestinians to cross the bor-
der on foot, enabling some 
residents to leave the enclave 
while also permitting the re-
turn of those who had fled 
during the height of the war.

The reopening of the Rafah 
border crossing comes with 
strict limitations. Israeli au-
thorities have insisted on 
comprehensive securi ty 
checks for anyone entering or 
exiting Gaza, reflecting ongo-
ing concerns over militant 
activity and the fragile nature 
of the ceasefire. Officials 

from both Israel and Egypt 
are also expected to enforce 
caps on the number of travel-
ers allowed to cross each day, 
underscoring that the move is 
a controlled humanitarian 
measure rather than a full res-
toration of border operations.

Israel had seized control of 
the crossing in May 2024, 
roughly nine months into the 
devastating Gaza war. That 

conflict caused widespread 
destruction, displaced large 
segments of the population, 
and sharply curtailed access 
to humanitarian aid and civil-
ian travel. The fighting was 
brought to a tenuous halt by 
an October ceasefire brokered 
by U.S. President Donald 
Trump, whose mediation ef-
forts aimed to freeze hostili-
ties and lay the groundwork 

for broader de-escalation.
Reopening Rafah was iden-

tified as a key requirement 
under the first phase of 
Trump’s broader plan to halt 
fighting between Israel and 
Hamas militants. The crossing 
has long been Gaza’s primary 
gateway to the outside world 
that does not pass directly 
through Israeli territory, giv-
ing it immense strategic and 
humanitarian importance.

An Israeli security official 
confirmed that European 
monitoring teams had arrived 
at the crossing to oversee op-
erations and ensure compli-
ance with agreed procedures. 
According to the official, the 
crossing has now opened to 
the movement of residents, 
for both entry and exit, signal-
ing cautious progress while 
emphasizing vigilance.

Laura Fernandez Wins 
Costa Rica Election

Right-wing populist 
Laura Fernandez 

secured a decisive 
election victory in Costa 

Rica, promising 
irreversible change and a 

new political era.

SAN JOSE

Right-wing populist Laura 
Fernandez achieved a com-
manding victory in Costa Ri-
ca’s general elections on Sun-
day, reshaping the political 
landscape of the Central 
American nat ion.  With 
88.43% of ballots counted, 
Fernandez had secured nearly 
half of the total votes cast, 
enough to win outright and 
avoid a second-round runoff 
scheduled for April 5. Her 
party is also projected to gain 
a majority in Congress, 
strengthening her mandate 
and positioning her to imple-
ment an ambitious agenda 
wi th  fewer  leg is la t ive  
obstacles.

Fernandez, who had consis-
tently led opinion polls in the 
weeks ahead of the vote, 
needed at least 40% of the 
vote to clinch a first-round 
victory. As results confirmed 
her success, she delivered a 
fiery victory speech declaring 
a profound transformation for 
the country. Change will be 
deep and irreversible, she told 
cheering supporters, adding 
that Costa Rica was entering 
a new political era. According 
to Fernandez, the nation’s 
second republic — estab-
lished after the 1948 civil war 
— is a thing of the past.

Speaking to a sea of 
flag-waving supporters in San 
Jose, Fernandez called on cit-
izens to participate in what 
she described as a historic 
moment. It’s up to us to build 
the third republic, she said, 
framing her presidency as a 
break from decades of centrist 
and traditional party rule in 
Costa Rica. Her rhetoric reso-
nated strongly with voters 

seeking tougher stances on 
governance, security, and eco-
nomic reform.

Celebrations erupted at the 
Hispanidad Fountain, a popu-
lar gathering point for nation-
al sporting and political 
events. Supporters arrived by 
car and on foot, waving Costa 
Rican flags and holding 
stuffed jaguars — a symbol 
adopted by Fernandez’s party 
to represent strength, renewal, 
and national pride. The festive 
atmosphere reflected the scale 
of her victory and the enthu-
siasm among her base.

Fernandez’s closest rival, 
Alvaro Ramos, a centrist 
economist, secured roughly 
one-third of the vote. While 
Ramos mounted a competi-
tive campaign, he was unable 
to overcome Fernandez’s mo-
mentum and populist appeal. 
Claudia Dobles, a progressive 
architect and former first lady, 
finished a distant third with 
just under 5% of the vote, un-
derscoring the electorate’s 
shift away from traditional 
progressive platforms.

With a strong presidential 
win and a supportive Con-
gress, Fernandez now faces 
heightened expectations. Sup-
porters see an opportunity for 
decisive governance, while 
critics warn that her talk of 
ending the second republic 
could test Costa Rica’s 
long-standing democratic  
institutions. 

Iran Warns of Regional War  
if Attacked by United States

Iran warned of a wider regional conflict if attacked by the United 
States, sharply escalating tensions with Washington.

TEHRAN

Iran’s leadership on Sunday 
issued a stark warning that 
any military strike by the 
United States could ignite a 
broader regional conflict, fur-
ther inflaming already height-
ened tensions between Iran 
and the United States. In a 
retaliatory political move, 
Tehran also designated Euro-
pean Union armies as terrorist 
groups, underscoring the 
depth of its confrontation with 
Western powers.

The warning comes as 
Washington has significantly 
increased its naval presence in 
the Middle East. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has re-
peatedly threatened interven-
tion against Iran, saying ac-
tion could follow if Tehran 
fails to agree to a nuclear deal 
or does not halt the killing of 
protesters. These statements 
have sharpened anxieties 
across the region, where rival 

powers and key shipping 
routes make any escalation 
particularly sensitive.

Despite the sharp rhetoric, 
both sides have signalled that 
the door to diplomacy re-
mains open. Officials in Teh-
ran and Washington have in-
dicated a willingness to re-
sume talks, even as pressure 
tactics continue. Regional 
actors have also stepped in to 
reduce tensions, with Turkey 
among those urging de-esca-
la t ion and dialogue to  
prevent a spiral into open 
conflict.

Confusion briefly intensi-
fied on Sunday after Iran’s 
state-run Press TV reported 
that the naval forces of the Is-

lamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps would conduct live-fire 
exercises in the strategically 
vital Strait of Hormuz. The 
narrow strait is one of the 
world’s most important oil 
transit routes, and any mili-
tary activity there tends to 
alarm global markets. Howev-
er, an Iranian official later de-
nied the report, telling Reu-
ters that there were no such 
plans and that the media ac-
counts were incorrect.

Adding to the defiant tone, 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei dis-
missed U.S. military postur-
ing in remarks carried by state 
media. Referring to Trump’s 
statements about deploying 
ships to the region, Khamenei 
said the Iranian nation would 
not be intimidated. The Irani-
an nation shall not be scared 
by these things, he was quot-
ed as saying, adding that the 
people would not be stirred 
by threats.

Shifting Loyalties Challenge 
Thaksin’s Stronghold as Thai Voters
THAILAND

In a small gathering with 
friends, rubber farmer Pinitta-
ya Boonlieng discussed how 
to cast his vote in the Febru-
ary 8 general election, reflect-
ing a growing uncertainty 
among voters in one of Thai-
land’s most politically signif-
icant regions. The conversa-
tion took place in northeastern 
Thailand, long regarded as a 
reliable stronghold for allies 
of former prime minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra, whose 
populist appeal once made 
electoral choices in the area 
almost automatic.

For decades, Thaksin’s 
Pheu Thai Party has dominat-
ed agrarian provinces such as 
Ubon Ratchathani and its 
neighbors. Policies aimed at 

rural development, farmer 
debt relief, and social welfare 
cemented deep loyal ty 
among working-class and 
farming communities. In 
election after election, north-
eastern voters delivered  
d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r i e s  t o  
Thaksin-aligned parties, 
making the region a political 
bedrock of Thailand’s popu-
list movement.

That dominance, however, 
is showing signs of strain. As 
the upcoming election ap-
proaches, many voters say 
their allegiance is no longer 
guaranteed. Instead of voting 
strictly along party lines, they 
are increasingly weighing the 
personal influence, resources, 
and perceived effectiveness of 
individual candidates. Local 
networks, patronage ties, and 

promises of constituency-lev-
el development are playing a 
larger role in shaping voter 
preferences than in previous 
contests.

Political analysts note that 
this shift reflects broader 
changes in Thailand’s politi-
cal landscape. Repeated cy-
cles of political upheaval, 
military interventions, and 
court rulings against Thak-
sin-linked parties have al-
tered voter expectations. 
Some rural voters express 
frustration that despite de-
cades of loyalty, their eco-
nomic circumstances have 
not improved as much as 
promised. Others say young-
er voters are less attached to 
historic political loyalties and 
more willing to experiment 
with alternatives.

Philippine Vice President 
Sara Duterte Faces Fresh 

Impeachment Complaints
METRO MELINA

Philippine Vice President Sara 
Duterte faced another round 
of impeachment complaints 
on Monday, intensifying po-
litical pressure on one of the 
country’s most prominent 
leaders. Rights groups and ac-
tivist organizations filed the 
complaints, accusing Duterte 
of betraying public trust, cor-
ruption, and other alleged 
crimes, claims her office has 
consistently denied in the 
past.

Duterte, the daughter of 
former president Rodrigo 
Duterte, remains a powerful 
figure in Philippine politics 
and is widely regarded as a 
frontrunner for the 2028 pres-
idential election. The renewed 
impeachment push comes de-
spite her having survived sim-
ilar efforts last year, high-
lighting persistent opposition 
from civil society groups crit-
ical of her leadership and po-
litical influence.

In 2025, lawmakers at-

tempted to initiate impeach-
ment proceedings against 
Duterte, but the effort ulti-
mately failed after the Su-
preme Court of the Philip-
pines struck down the bid. 
The court ruled that the move 
violated constitutional safe-
guards, reinforcing the high 
legal threshold required to 
remove a sitting vice presi-
dent from office. That deci-
sion was widely seen as a 
significant legal victory for 
Duterte and a setback for her 
critics.

The latest complaints accuse 
Duterte of actions that alleged-
ly undermine democratic ac-
countability and good gover-
nance. Rights advocates argue 
that impeachment is necessary 
to uphold constitutional prin-
ciples and ensure transparency 
among the country’s top offi-
cials. Activists staging protests 
alongside the filing of the 
complaints said the process 
itself, even if unsuccessful, 
serves as a public reckoning of 
alleged abuses of power.

Germany 
Reaffirms 

Alignment With  
U.S. Over China 
Despite Strains

FRANKFURT

Germany will not pursue an 
equal-distance approach be-
tween the United States and 
China and will remain closer 
to Washington despite recent 
tensions, Foreign Minister Jo-
hann Wadephul said Monday. 
Speaking in Singapore, he 
stressed that Berlin’s strategic 
and security priorities remain 
firmly anchored in the trans-
atlantic partnership.

At a lecture hosted by the 
International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, Wadephul 
said the United States remains 
the most important partner for 
both Germany and Europe. 
Despite disagreements and 
policy differences, he noted, 
Europe continues to depend 
heavily on Washington for its 
security architecture.

Germany is not equidistant, 
Wadephul said, emphasizing 
that Berlin’s relationship with 
the United States differs fun-
damentally from its ties with 
China. While acknowledging 
that some issues are currently 
alienating Washington from 
parts of the region, he argued 
that such frictions do not 
change the strategic reality of 
Europe’s reliance on U.S. mil-
itary and security support.

The remarks come amid wid-
er European debates on balanc-
ing ties with major powers. 
While China is a crucial trading 
partner for Germany, Wadephul 
stressed that economic engage-
ment must not be confused 
with security alignment, reaf-
firming the transatlantic bond 
as Europe’s defense corner-
stone in practice today.
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NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) on 
Monday backed the Interna-
tional Cricket Council’s deci-
sion to warn Pakistan over its 
proposed boycott of the 
high-profile T20 World Cup 
group match against India, 
scheduled to be played in Co-
lombo on February 15. BCCI 
vice-president Rajeev Shukla 
said the Indian board fully 
agreed with the ICC’s empha-
sis on sportsmanship and 
would refrain from making 
further comments until formal 
discussions with the global 
body.

“The ICC has issued a big 
statement on this subject. It 
has highlighted the element of 
sportsmanship. We complete-
ly agree with the ICC. BCCI 
will not make any comment 
until we speak to the ICC,” 
Shukla told reporters.

Pakistan’s decision, com-
municated through an official 
government statement, is be-
ing viewed as a political pro-
test following a series of con-
tentious developments sur-
rounding the tournament. The 
ICC has already cautioned the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
that a selective pull-out from 
the marquee fixture could in-
vite punitive sanctions, stress-
ing that such a move is not in 
the broader interests of the 
game.

The controversy has been 
further fuelled by diplomatic 
tensions in the region and ear-

lier disputes involving 
Bangladesh, including the 
removal of pacer Mus-
tafizur Rahman from the 
Indian Premier League. 
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor criticised the politici-
sation of sport, calling the 
situation “disgraceful” and 
urging all parties to step 
back from escalating the 
standoff.

The India-Pakistan clash 
is traditionally the most 
watched fixture in any ICC 
tournament, commanding 
massive global audiences and 
significant commercial inter-
est. Broadcasters and spon-
sors are believed to be facing 
potential losses estimated be-
tween Rs 200 crore and Rs 
250 crore if the match does 
not go ahead as scheduled.

Pakistan are set to begin 
their T20 World Cup cam-
paign against the Netherlands 
on February 7, with all their 
group matches slated to be 
played in Colombo.  

Indian board endorses 
ICC stand, awaits further 
discussions before  
commenting further

SYDNEY

Australian fast bowler Josh 
Hazlewood will not travel 
with the national squad for 
the early part of the ICC T20 
World Cup in Sri Lanka as he 
continues his rehabilitation 
from injury, national selector 
Tony Dodemaide said.

Hazlewood will remain in 
Sydney during the opening 
phase of the tournament, 
which begins on February 7, 
to continue his return-to-play 
programme in familiar condi-
tions. Australia’s first four 
preliminary matches will be 
played in Colombo and 
Pallekele, starting February 
11 against Ireland.

“Nathan, Tim and Glenn 
have arrived in Colombo and 
we look forward to meeting 
up with them when we arrive 
from Paki-
stan,” Do-
demaide 
s a i d . 
“ W i t h 
Josh, we 
f e l t  i t 
w a s 
m o r e 
practi-
c a l 
and 

beneficial for him to continue 
his rehabilitation at home be-
fore travelling to Sri Lanka.”

The trio of Nathan Ellis, 
Tim David and Glenn Max-
well have already reached 
Colombo and will join the 
rest of the squad on Tuesday. 
Sean Abbott has been added 
to the touring party as a trav-
elling reserve, primarily as 
fast-bowling cover.

Hazlewood was earlier 
ruled out of the 2025-26 Ash-
es series after suffering a lin-
gering Achilles injury during 
his recovery from a previous 
hamstring strain. Dodemaide 
did not specify when the se-
nior pacer would be available 
to feature in the World Cup.

Australia’s group-stage 
campaign will conclude on 
February 20, with Oman, Sri 
Lanka and Zimbabwe round-
ing out their preliminary 
group alongside Ireland.

The Australian pace attack 
has already been dealt a blow 
with skipper Pat Cummins 
ruled out of the entire tourna-

ment due to a persistent 
back injury. Cummins has 

been replaced in the 15-
man squad by left-arm 
seamer Ben Dwarshuis.

Explaining Abbott’s 
inclusion, Dodemaide 

said he would provide in-
surance for Ellis, who is 
also completing his return 
from injury. “Sean is an 
accomplished and versatile 
international player who 
has experienced numerous 
World Cup campaigns. It 
made sense for him to stay 

with the group following the 
Pakistan tour,” he said.

The T20 World Cup will be 
staged across venues in India 
and Sri Lanka from February 
7 to March 8.

Harmanpreet, Smriti, Divya among 
nominees for 2025 BBC Sports Awards

Cricket leaders and young stars headline prestigious BBC Indian Sportswoman shortlist
NEW DELHI

Indian women’s sport contin-
ues its golden run as cricket 
captain Harmanpreet Kaur, 
vice-captain Smriti Mandhana 
and chess prodigy Divya 
Deshmukh have been nomi-
nated for the 2025 BBC Indi-
an Sportswoman of the Year 
Awards. Pistol shooter Suru-
chi Singh and track and field 
athlete Jyothi Yarraji com-
plete the five-member short-
list for the prestigious annual 
honour.

The nominations recognise 
outstanding performances 
across disciplines in 2025, a 
year that witnessed several 
landmark achievements for 
Indian women athletes on the 
global stage.

Harmanpreet led from the 
front in India’s historic ICC 
Women’s World Cup triumph 
in November 2025, the coun-
try’s maiden title in the tour-
nament. Playing on home soil, 
she produced a match-win-
ning 89 in the semi-final 
against Australia while chas-
ing a daunting target. Her 
leadership and big-match 
temperament once again un-
derlined her status as one of 
India’s finest cricketers. Har-
manpreet has previously fea-
tured in Time magazine’s Top 
100 Emerging Leaders list 
and BBC’s 100 Most Inspir-
ing Women.

Smriti Mandhana, already 
regarded as one of the most 
elegant batters of her genera-
tion, continued to scale new 

heights. The left-hander holds 
the second-highest number of 
ODI centuries among active 
players and smashed the fast-
est ODI hundred by an Indian 

last year. A two-time ICC 
Women’s Cricketer of the 
Year, Mandhana’s consistency 
remains central to India’s suc-
cess. In chess, 20-year-old 

Divya Deshmukh scripted 
history by becoming the 
youngest and first Indian win-
ner of the FIDE Women’s 
World Cup in 2025, earning 
the grandmaster title in the 
process. Her rise symbolised 
a new era for Indian chess.

Shooter Suruchi Singh 
impressed with a gold-
en treble at ISSF World 
Cups, while hurdler 
Jyothi Yarraji contin-
ued to rewrite national 
records and dominate 

Asian competitions.
According to the BBC, 

the athletes were shortlist-
ed by an eminent jury after 

evaluating performances over 
the past year, celebrating ex-
cellence and inspiration in 
Indian women’s sport.

Hazlewood won’t 
join Aus squad early 
in T20 WC: Selector 

Dodemaide
Pacer continues reha-
bilitation at home, to 

link up with team later

Past instances of teams 
forfeiting matches in ICC events

Politics and security concerns have earlier 
forced teams to forfeit World Cup games

NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s decision to boycott 
its marquee ICC T20 World 
Cup group match against In-
dia has once again brought 
politics into sharp focus in 
international cricket. 

While the move could in-
vite serious repercussions and 
possible sanctions from the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC), history shows this is 
not the first time teams have 
forfeited matches in ICC 
events due to non-cricketing 
reasons.

Cricket may be known as 
the “gentleman’s game”, but 
global tournaments have often 
been affected by political ten-
sions, diplomatic disputes and 
security concerns. There have 
been four notable instances in 
the past where World Cup 
matches were forfeited, alter-
ing the course of major ICC 
events.

1996 World Cup: Australia 
vs Sri Lanka
The 1996 World  Cup, 
co-hosted by India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka, was overshad-
owed by security fears. Sri 
Lanka was facing internal un-
rest, and a bomb explosion 
weeks before the tournament 
heightened concerns. Austra-
lia refused to travel to Colom-
bo for their group match and 
forfeited the game, conceding 
points. Ironically, Australia 

later played Sri Lanka in the 
final at Lahore, where the is-
land nation clinched its maid-
en World Cup title.

1996 World Cup: West  
Indies vs Sri Lanka
Following Australia’s deci-
sion, the West Indies also de-
clined to tour Sri Lanka and 
forfeited their group match. 
Despite the setback, the West 
Indies reached the semifinals, 
where they suffered a dramat-
ic defeat to Australia after be-
ing in a strong position. In a 
show of regional solidarity, 
India and Pakistan even field-
ed a combined team in a 
friendly against Sri Lanka be-
fore the tournament.

2003 World Cup: England 
vs Zimbabwe
The 2003 World Cup, hosted 
by South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Kenya, saw England re-
fuse to travel to Harare due to 

diplomatic tensions between 
the UK government and the 
Robert Mugabe administra-
tion. England forfeited the 
match, while Zimbabwe play-
ers Andy Flower and Henry 
Olonga made global headlines 
by wearing black armbands to 
protest the political situation 
in their country.

2003 World Cup:  
New Zealand vs Kenya
In the same tournament, New 
Zealand declined to play in 
Nairobi citing security con-
cerns following a deadly sui-
cide bomb attack in Momba-
sa. The ICC rejected New 
Zealand’s request to shift the 
match, leading to another for-
feiture.

These episodes underline 
how external factors have re-
peatedly disrupted ICC 
events, making Pakistan’s 
current decision part of a 
troubled historical pattern.

BCCI backs ICC warning to 
Pakistan over India match 

boycott: Rajeev Shukla

‘Let’s call off this nonsense’: Tharoor 
on Pakistan’s India match boycott

NEW DELHI

Congress Member of Parlia-
ment Shashi Tharoor on Mon-
day strongly criticised Paki-
stan’s decision to boycott its 
high-profile ICC T20 World 
Cup group match against In-
dia, calling the move “pretty 
disgraceful” and urging all 
stakeholders to keep politics 
out of cricket.

Reacting to Pakistan’s re-
fusal to travel to India for the 
marquee clash, Tharoor said 
the current impasse should 
never have arisen and warned 
that the politicisation of sport 
was spiralling out of control. 
The four-time MP, a self-con-
fessed cricket enthusiast, also 
stressed the need for greater 
transparency and dialogue in 
resolving issues beyond the 
boundary.

“It’s pretty disgraceful that 
sport has been politicised in 
this way on both sides, frank-
ly. I don’t think that Mus-
tafizur should have been de-
nied his contract to play in 
Kolkata. It was a most unfor-
tunate intrusion of politics,” 
Tharoor was quoted as say-
ing.

Pakistan’s stance is widely 
being seen as an act of soli-
darity with Bangladesh, 
which was dropped from the 

tournament after refusing to 
send its team to India citing 
security concerns. The situa-
tion escalated following the 
ouster of Bangladeshi pacer 
Mustafizur Rahman from the 
Indian Premier League, a 
move that triggered diplomat-
ic and sporting fallout in the 
region.

While Tharoor felt Bangla-
desh’s response was an over-
reaction, he said Pakistan’s 
subsequent decision had only 
compounded the crisis. “This 
whole thing is spiralling out 
of control,” he remarked, add-
ing that cricket should serve 
as a bridge between nations 
rather than a battleground for 
political disputes.

Following Pakistan’s boy-
cott announcement, the Inter-
national Cricket Council is-

sued a stern warning, caution-
ing that the move could have 
long-term repercussions and 
urging the Pakistan Cricket 
Board to explore a mutually 
acceptable solution.

Calling it a wake-up call, 
Tharoor appealed for immedi-
ate dialogue. “Sports, espe-
cially cricket which means so 
much to people, should bring 
us together at least on the 
playing field. 

The ICC could be the plat-
form for urgent talks. Let’s 
just call off this nonsense. 
You can’t go on like this for-
ever,” he said.

The India-Pakistan clash 
remains the most anticipated 
fixture of any ICC event, and 
uncertainty over it continues 
to cast a shadow over the 
tournament.

Congress MP urges depoliticis-
ing cricket amid Pakistan’s de-
cision to forfeit marquee clash

Alcaraz plans a kangaroo 
tattoo to remember 

Australian Open victory
MELBOURNE

Fresh off completing a histor-
ic career Grand Slam, Carlos 
Alcaraz says he is considering 
getting a kangaroo tattoo as a 
permanent reminder of his 
Australian Open triumph. The 
22-year-old Spaniard sealed 
his place in tennis history on 
Sunday by defeating Novak 
Djokovic in the men’s singles 
final, becoming the youngest 
male player to win all four 
major titles.

“I already know it’s going 
to be a kangaroo. I just don’t 
know the place,” Alcaraz said 
on Monday, a day after lifting 
the Norman Brookes Chal-
lenge Cup. “I’m thinking 
about the leg, but I don’t 
know which calf — the right 
or the left.”

Alcaraz posed with the tro-
phy at the Royal Exhibition 
Building in central Mel-
bourne, cutting a relaxed fig-
ure in black attire, loafers and 
no socks. According to Aus-
tralian media reports, he cele-
brated the night of his victory 
quietly with family, ordering 
pizza, beer and champagne at 
his hotel.

Reflecting on the final, 
where he rallied to beat 10-

time Australian Open champi-
on Djokovic 2-6, 6-2, 6-3, 
7-5, Alcaraz admitted the 
emotions nearly overwhelmed 
him. “Before the last point, a 
lot of things came to my 
mind. I was really nervous, I 
was shaking,” he said. “Once 
I saw the ball go out, I was 
like, ‘Alright, I made it.’”

The win placed Alcaraz in 
an elite group, joining Don 
Budge, Fred Perry, Roy Em-
erson, Rod Laver, Andre 
Agassi, Roger Federer, Rafael 
Nadal and Djokovic as only 
the ninth man to complete a 
career Grand Slam. He 
achieved the feat younger 
than all of them, even Budge.

Wi t h  t h e  m i l e s t o n e 
achieved, Alcaraz has already 
set new goals. 

Karnataka pull off a heist 
to enter quarters

BENGALURU

There are red-ball games that 
unfold slowly before bursting 
into life late, and Karnataka’s 
Ranji Trophy Elite Group B 
clash against Punjab was a 
classic case. What appeared to 
be a tame draw for most of 
four days transformed into a 
breathtaking finish as Karna-
taka chased down 250 in just 
27.3 overs to seal a quarterfi-
nal berth at the IS Bindra Sta-
dium in Mohali.

Led by skipper Devdutt Pa-
dikkal, who struck a sensa-
tional unbeaten 120 off just 
85 balls, Karnataka completed 
a five-wicket win that will be 
remembered as one of the 
boldest fourth-innings chases 
in recent Ranji history. The 
result ensured Karnataka fin-
ished second in Group B with 
27 points from seven matches 
— three wins, three draws 
and one loss — just a point 
behind group toppers Madhya 
Pradesh.

The victory also marked a 
strong start to a new leader-
ship phase, easing the pres-
sure after a damaging defeat 
to MP earlier had left qualifi-

cation hanging by a thread. 
Karnataka will now face 
Mumbai in the fourth quarter-
final, starting February 6.

Set an improbable target 
within a time frame of around 
40 overs, Karnataka went all-
in from the start. Padikkal 
promoted himself to open 
alongside KL Rahul, signal-
ling clear intent. Though Ra-
hul fell early, Padikkal and 
former skipper Mayank Agar-
wal counter-attacked brilliant-
ly, adding 113 runs in just 76 
balls. Agarwal’s brisk 53 kept 
the momentum alive before a 
brief wobble threatened to de-
rail the chase.

Padikkal then found sup-
port from Shreyas Gopal, and 
later Vidyadhar Patil, to calm-
ly see Karnataka home at 
252/5.

Earlier, Punjab captain 
Uday Saharan played a reso-
lute knock of 93 to push his 
side to 256, but Karnataka’s 
bowlers wrapped up the tail 
swiftly after lunch. The daring 
chase that followed turned a 
tense contest into a stunning 
heist, underlining Karnataka’s 
knockout pedigree once 
again.
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Commodities Slide 
Sharply as Kevin Warsh 

Fed Pick Triggers Risk-Off 

Asian Shares Slide as 
Precious Metals Rout 

Spooks Markets Ahead

Clash Over Cocoa Spin-Off 
Led to Departure of Barry 
Callebaut CEO Peter Feld

Singapore
Commodities markets 

suffered a sharp sell-off 
on Monday, led by steep 
losses in precious met-

als, oil, and industrial 
metals, as investors re-
assessed risk following 

the choice of Kevin 
Warsh as the next chair 
of the Federal Reserve. 
The prospect of a more 
hawkish monetary poli-

cy stance triggered a 
broad retreat from risk 
assets, sending prices 
tumbling for a second 
consecutive session. 

Gold bore the brunt of 
the sell-off, sliding 

around 9% to its lowest 
level in more than two 

weeks. The decline 
marked a dramatic re-
versal after bullion had 
surged to record highs 

just last week, driven by 
expectations of looser 
monetary conditions 

and persistent geopolit-
ical uncertainty. Silver 

fared even worse, 
plunging more than 

13% as investors rushed 
to lock in profits after 

the metal’s recent rally 
to historic peaks.

Mumbai
Asian share markets 

followed Wall Street fu-
tures deep into negative 
territory on Monday, as 

violent selling in pre-
cious metals unsettled 
investors at the start of 

a week packed with 
corporate earnings, cen-
tral bank meetings, and 
key economic data. The 

sharp moves under-
scored fragile market 
sentiment after last 

week’s dramatic rever-
sal in commodities 

spilled over into broader 
risk assets. Equity mar-

kets across the 
Asia-Pacific region 

opened lower, tracking 
steep losses in U.S. fu-

tures tied to Wall Street. 
Traders said the scale 
and speed of the sell-
off in precious metals, 
particularly silver, had 

injected a fresh dose of 
anxiety into markets al-
ready bracing for major 
policy signals and earn-

ings guidance from 
global companies.

Zurich
Barry Callebaut, the 

world’s largest choco-
late maker, parted ways 
with its former chief ex-
ecutive Peter Feld last 
month following an in-

ternal clash over strate-
gy, according to two 
sources familiar with 
the matter. The disa-
greement, which had 

not been previously re-
ported, centered on a 
proposal to separate 
the company’s cocoa 

business from its 
broader chocolate op-

erations. The Swiss-
based group, Barry Cal-
lebaut, supplies choco-

late and cocoa prod-
ucts to food manufac-
turers and confection-
ery brands worldwide. 

Feld, who had been 
leading the company 

during a period of vola-
tile cocoa prices and 

supply disruptions, re-
portedly pushed for a 

structural split that 
would carve out the co-
coa division as a stan-

dalone business. 

AI, Drones and Sensors Transform 
Spanish Farms With EU Fund

Across Spain, EU-funded sensors and drones are powering AI tools  
to modernise farming and cut emissions.

PARIS

In olive groves and vineyards 
spread across Spain, a quiet 
technological shift is under-
way. Sensors buried in soil 
and drones flying overhead 
are collecting vast amounts of 
data, feeding artificial intelli-
gence models designed to 
help farmers manage crops 
more efficiently and sustain-
ably. The technology, paid for 
by Europe’s largest recovery 
programme since the post-war 
Marshall Plan, aims to mod-
ernise agriculture while  
reducing its environmental 
footprint.

The initiative is part of the 
European Union’s €955-bil-
lion Next Generation recov-
ery fund, agreed six years ago 
in the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
fund, formally known as Next 
Generation EU, was created 
to revive economies, acceler-
ate the green transition and 
push digital transformation 
across the bloc. As final pay-
out deadlines approach, proj-

ects like these Spanish farm-
ing pilots are increasingly 
cited as examples of the 
fund’s intended impact.

In regions heavily depen-
dent on agriculture, farmers 
are using real-time data on 
soil moisture, temperature, 
nutrient levels and plant 
health to make more precise 
decisions about irrigation, fer-
tiliser use and harvesting. 
AI-driven models analyse the 
information and provide rec-
ommendations, helping grow-

ers reduce water consump-
tion, cut costs and limit emis-
sions linked to over-fertilisa-
tion and inefficient energy 
use.

The focus on agriculture 
reflects its importance to 
Spain’s economy, as well as 
the challenges it faces from 
climate change. Rising tem-
peratures, prolonged droughts 
and unpredictable weather 
patterns have placed increas-
ing pressure on farmers, par-
ticularly in olive oil and 

wine-producing regions. EU 
officials say digital tools can 
help make farms more resil-
ient while supporting the 
bloc’s climate targets.

European policymakers 
have repeatedly stressed that 
the recovery fund is not sim-
ply about short-term stimulus. 
Instead, it is designed to re-
shape key sectors for the long 
term by pairing decarbonisa-
tion with digitalisation. Agri-
culture, often seen as tradi-
tional and slow to adopt new 
technologies, has emerged as 
a testing ground for how in-
novation can be scaled with 
public funding.

However, challenges re-
main. Some small farmers 
worry about the cost of main-
taining advanced systems 
once subsidies end, while oth-
ers point to gaps in digital 
skills in rural areas. EU and 
national authorities say train-
ing programmes and cooper-
ative models are being devel-
oped to ensure the technology 
is accessible beyond large 
commercial operations.

Musk’s Empire Eyes a 
Smaller First Step as 

SpaceX Nears IPO and 
Considers xAI Deal

As Elon Musk’s 
companies face pivotal 

transitions, supporters of  
a Musk mega-merger are 
urging a more cautious 

start.

WASHINGTON

For years, fans of Elon Musk 
and Musk himself have float-
ed the idea of Musk Inc, a 
sweeping merger that would 
unite the billionaire’s far-
flung businesses under one 
corporate umbrella. The con-
cept has ranged from serious 
strategic speculation to online 
fantasy. Now, as Musk’s em-
pire enters a critical phase, 
even some long-time propo-
nents of a grand conglomerate 
are calling for a more incre-
mental approach.

The shift in thinking comes 
as SpaceX is expected to go 
public later this year, a mile-
stone that would subject the 
rocket maker to greater scru-
tiny from investors and regu-
lators. At the same time, Tesla 
is navigating a difficult tran-
sition from its core electric 
vehicle business toward an 
ambitious future centered on 
robotaxis and humanoid ro-
bots. That transformation has 
raised questions about near-
term profitability, capital allo-
cation, and execution risk.

Against this backdrop, Re-
uters reported on Thursday 
that SpaceX is close to a deal 
to acquire xAI, Musk’s artifi-
cial intelligence venture. Such 
a move would represent a far 
smaller and more focused step 
than a full-blown merger of 
Musk’s companies, but one 
with potentially far-reaching 
implications.

According to the report, the 
acquisition would help pave 
the way for Musk’s plans to 
develop data centers in space 
— an idea he has promoted as 
a solution to the enormous 
power demands of advanced 
AI systems. Musk has argued 
that space-based infrastruc-
ture, potentially powered by 

solar energy, could offer a 
cleaner and more scalable al-
ternative to Earth-bound data 
centers that strain electrical 
grids and water resources.

Supporters of a broader 
Musk conglomerate see the 
potential SpaceX-xAI tie-up 
as a logical starting point. 
SpaceX’s satellite and launch 
capabilities could comple-
ment xAI’s computing ambi-
tions, creating synergies 
without immediately entan-
g l i n g  Te s l a  o r  o t h e r 
Musk-controlled firms such 
as X, formerly Twitter. Start 
where the technological 
overlap is strongest, one in-
vestor familiar with Musk-
linked companies said, add-
ing that public markets may 
be more comfortable with 
incremental integration than 
an all-at-once merger.

Skeptics, however, warn 
that even a smaller deal could 
raise governance and con-
flict-of-interest concerns, par-
ticularly once SpaceX be-
comes a publicly traded com-
pany. Investors are likely to 
scrutinize how resources are 
shared across Musk’s ven-
tures and whether strategic 
decisions primarily benefit 
shareholders or advance 
Musk’s personal vision.

RBI Likely to Pause 
Rate Cuts as MPC 

Focuses on Liquidity 
and Market Stability

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) is set to convene its 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) meeting from Febru-
ary 4 to 6, with economists 
widely expecting a pause in 
further policy rate cuts. In-
stead of additional easing, 
analysts say the central bank 
is likely to rely on targeted 
measures to manage liquidity 
conditions, ensure bond mar-
ket stability and mitigate cur-
rency-related risks.

The RBI has already deliv-
ered substantial monetary 
easing over the past year, 
cutting the repo rate by a cu-
mulative 125 basis points 
since February 2025. This 
has brought the benchmark 
policy rate down to 5.25%, 
aimed at supporting econom-
ic growth amid global uncer-
tainty and moderating infla-
tion pressures. However, af-
ter the most recent rate cut in 
December 2025, economists 
believe the MPC will now 
adopt a more cautious stance.

Market participants expect 
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee to assess the impact of 
past rate reductions before 
deciding on any further 
moves. With transmission of 
earlier cuts still working 
through the banking system, 
policymakers are seen as re-
luctant to risk overstimulat-
ing the economy or destabi-
lising financial markets.

Attention is therefore like-
ly to shift toward liquidity 
management tools, such as 
open market operations and 
variable rate repos, to ad-
dress pockets of tightness or 
excess cash in the system. 
Analysts also expect the RBI 
to keep a close watch on gov-
ernment bond yields, which 
can come under pressure due 
to global interest rate volatil-
ity and heavy borrowing re-
quirements. Maintaining or-
derly conditions in the bond 
market is considered crucial 
for both fiscal financing and 
overall financial stability.

Currency dynamics are an-
other key consideration. With 
global capital flows sensitive 
to changes in interest rate 
differentials, the RBI may 
prefer to use targeted inter-
ventions rather than broad 
rate cuts to manage potential 
volatility in the rupee. Econ-
omists say this approach al-
lows the central bank to re-
spond flexibly without send-
ing strong signals that could 
unsettle foreign investors.

Radhika Rao, Executive 
Director and Senior Econo-
mist at DBS Bank, said the 
government’s fiscal stance 
reduces pressure on mone-
tary policy to do more. With 
the government remaining on 
course its fiscal consolidation 
path, we don’t expect any 
material impact on the direc-
tion of monetary policy, she 
noted.

Germany Hit by Nationwide Transport Strike 
as Verdi Walkout Halts Buses and Trams

Tens of thousands of German transport workers went on strike, leaving  
commuters stranded amid freezing temperatures nationwide.

BERLIN

Commuters across Germany 
faced widespread disruption 
on Monday as tens of thou-
sands of public transport 
workers walked off the job in 
a nationwide strike called by 
the trade union Verdi. The 
walkout shut down bus and 
tram services in most cities, 
leaving empty platforms and 
forcing travelers to seek alter-
native means of transport 
during freezing morning con-
ditions.

Verdi, which represents 
nearly 100,000 public trans-
port workers, announced the 
strike after negotiations with 
municipal and state employ-
ers over working conditions 
broke down last week. The 
union is pressing for shorter 
shifts, longer rest breaks, and 
higher pay for night and 
weekend work, arguing that 
the current demands placed 
on drivers and operational 

staff are unsustainable. Em-
ployers, however, have point-
ed to mounting budget con-
straints faced by cities already 
struggling with rising energy 
costs and inflation.

The industrial action affect-
ed around 150 municipal 
transport companies across all 
but one of Germany’s 16 fed-
eral states. Major urban cen-
ters including Berlin, Ham-
burg, and Bremen were 
among those where buses and 
trams remained largely idle 
throughout the day. In many 
cities, local authorities ad-
vised residents to work from 
home if possible or allow ex-
tra time for travel.

Union officials described 
the strike as one of the largest 
coordinated actions in the lo-
cal transport sector in years. 
The strike began as planned, 
said Serat Canyurt, Verdi’s 
lead negotiator, in an inter-
view with rbb radio on Mon-
day. He added that the scale 

of the walkout was intended 
to send a clear signal to em-
ployers and force them back 
to the negotiating table.

Municipal employers ex-
pressed disappointment over 
the disruption but maintained 
that meeting all of Verdi’s de-
mands would put additional 
strain on already stretched 
public finances. Some warned 
that higher labor costs could 
ultimately lead to fare in-

creases or reduced services in 
the long term.

For passengers, the strike 
was the latest reminder of 
growing labor tensions across 
Germany, where unions in 
several sectors have stepped 
up industrial action to protect 
wages and working condi-
tions amid high living costs. 
Analysts say further strikes 
cannot be ruled out if talks 
fail to resume soon.

Union Budget empty 
on key issues, high on 
optics: Congress MP

NEW DELHI

Congress MP Gurjeet Singh 
Aujla on Monday criticised 
the Union Budget 2026, alleg-
ing that the government has 
presented data only for media 
hype and failed to address key 
issues affecting the country. 
Speaking to IANS, Gurjeet 
Singh Aujla said that the bud-
get offers no concrete solu-
tions to the growing problem 
of unemployment.

In this budget, there is no 
solution for unemployment. 
There is no serious discussion 
on industry or how it will take 
the country forward. The allo-
cation for health and educa-
tion is very low. Can the gov-
ernment honestly say that the 
education system across the 
country is doing very well? 
Overall, the government has 
presented data only to create 
media hype, he said.

The Congress MP further 
claimed that the budget lacks 
substance and fails to deliver 
real benefits to the people.

There is nothing in the 
Budget in reality. It is an 
empty budget, and there is 
nothing for Punjab. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was 
in Punjab yesterday, but he 
went empty-handed and re-
turned empty-handed, Aujla 
told IANS.

Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman presented the 
Union Budget 2026, marking 
her ninth consecutive budget 
presentation. The Finance 
Minister stated that the Bud-
get was inspired by three 
‘kartavyas’ or responsibilities 
aimed at accelerating and sus-
taining economic growth by 
enhancing competitiveness, 
fulfilling aspirations, and en-
suring that every family, com-
munity, and region has access 
to resources and opportunities 
for participation.

Commenting on Pakistan’s 
decision to boycott its T20 
World Cup match against In-
dia, Aujla said that India 
should take a firm stand.

I think India should boycott 
Pakistan first.  We keep 
talking about Operation Sin-
door and how it is progress-
ing, yet matches are still be-
ing played. If Pakistan is boy-
cotting the match, it shows 
they have already accepted 
defeat at the first stage. This 
decision should now be taken 
by the BCCI and Jay Shah, he 
said.

At 93, E Sreedharan 
pushes ahead with Kerala 

High-Speed Rail vision
MALAPPURAM

Undeterred by age, Metro 
Man E. Sreedharan on 
Monday reaffirmed his de-
termination to see the pro-
posed high-speed rail proj-
ect for Kerala become a 
reality, inaugurating the 
project’s official office at 9 
a.m. at Ponnani in Malap-
puram, close to the resi-
dence where he currently 
lives. The inauguration was 
marked by a simple yet 
symbolic ceremony, with 
his wife taking the lead in 
lighting the traditional 
lamp, underscoring the per-
sonal commitment behind 
the ambitious initiative.

At 93, Sreedharan re-
mains resolute that he will 
continue to work as a pro-
fessional master builder, 
staying true to the vocation 
that has defined his life 
and produced some of the 
country’s most iconic in-
frastructure projects.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sreedharan said the 
absence of any mention of 
the project in the Union 
Budget would not dampen 
his resolve.

He expressed firm confi-
dence that approval from 
the Railway Ministry 

would eventually come, 
stressing that the infra-
structure of this scale re-
quires perseverance and 
clarity of purpose.

In the initial phase, the 
newly opened office will 
function as a public inter-
face to address doubts and 
concerns surrounding the 
project.

From February 15, a se-
ries of meetings will be 
held to explain the techni-
cal, financial and social 
aspects of the high-speed 
rail corridor to the public.

The first round of meet-
ings will begin in Malap-
puram, after which similar 
outreach programmes will 
be organised in other dis-
tricts through which the 
proposed alignment will 
pass. 

Sreedharan also said that 
his discussions with the 
Union Railway Minister 
on January 16 were pro-
ductive.

According to him, the 
Minister has instructed that 
the Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) be prepared, and an 
official order authorising 
the Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) to under-
take this task is expected 
within three to four days.
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LAST-GASP MBAPPÉ 
PENALTY WINS IT

MADRID

Kylian Mbappé once again 
proved decisive for Real Ma-
drid, converting a dramatic 
penalty deep into second-half 
stoppage time to secure a 2-1 
La Liga victory over Rayo 
Vallecano at the Santiago Ber-
nabeu. The win moved Ma-
drid back within a point of 
table-toppers Barcelona, who 
defeated Elche 3-1.

Mbappé calmly slotted 
home the spot-kick nearly 10 
minutes into added time, seal-
ing his eighth goal in five 
matches and sparking wild 
celebrations among the home 
supporters. Vinícius Júnior 
had earlier given Madrid the 
lead, while Jorge De Frutos 
struck Rayo’s equaliser short-
ly after the break.

The result came as a 
much-needed response for 
Madrid following their 4-2 
defeat to Benfica in the 
Champions League, a loss 
that pushed them out of the 
automatic qualification places 
for the round of 16. “We 
wanted to change the image 
after a tough Champions 

League defeat,” said midfield-
er Federico Valverde. “I think 
we played a great game.”

Madrid endured an ear-
ly setback when Jude 
Bellingham was forced 
off just 10 minutes into 
the match with a left 
hamstring injury. The 
England international 
appeared emotional as 
he walked off, casting 
doubt over his availability 
for the Champions League 
playoff against Benfica.

Despite being jeered early 
on, Vinícius silenced the 
crowd in the 15th minute with 
a superb solo effort, beating 
two defenders before curling 
a shot into the top corner. 
Rayo responded after the in-
terval through De Frutos, cap-
italising on a brief lapse in 
Madrid’s defence.

Rayo’s task became harder 
after Pathé Ciss was sent off 
in the 80th minute, and they 
finished the game with nine 
men following Pep Chavar-
ría’s late dismissal. Mbappé, 
who had earlier hit the cross-
bar from close range, made no 
mistake from the penalty spot 

after B r a -
him Díaz was fouled.

Coach Álvaro Ar-
beloa praised his 
side’s resilience. 
“The players gave 
everything. We 
needed the fans, 
and together we 
achieved it,” he 
said.

Rayo dropped 
to 17th place, 
just outside the 
relegation zone, 
after a fourth 
straight defeat 
in all competi-
tions.

French 
star delivers 

stoppage-time 
winner as Madrid 
stay close behind 

league leaders

Atletico Madrid seal deal 
for Ademola Lookman

MADRID

Atletico Madrid con-
firmed that they have 
reached an agreement 
with Serie A side Ata-
lanta for the transfer of 
Nigeria forward Ade-
mola Lookman. The 
Spanish club said the 
deal is subject to the 
player passing a medical 
examination and finalis-
ing the terms of his con-
tract.

Lookman has already 
arrived in Madrid and is 
scheduled to undergo his 
medical on Monday, Atlet-
ico said in a brief state-
ment, without disclosing 
the length of the contract 
or the transfer fee in-
volved.

The 28-year-old for-
ward has been one of At-
alanta’s most influential 
attackers since joining the 
club in 2022. Known for 
his pace, direct running 
and ability to play across 
the frontline, Lookman 
enjoyed a productive spell 
in Italy after earlier stints 
in England and Germany.

Before moving to Atalan-

ta, Lookman featured in the 
Premier League with Fulham, 
Leicester City and Everton, 
and also spent time in the 
Bundesliga with RB Leipzig. 
His performances in Serie A 
helped raise his profile fur-
ther, both at club level and on 
the international stage.

Lookman recently show-
cased his quality at the Africa 
Cup of Nations, scoring three 
goals for Nigeria and playing a 
key role in their campaign. His 
displays at the continental 
tournament are believed to 
have attracted interest from 
several European clubs, with 
Atletico moving swiftly to 
secure his signature.

The transfer comes as At-
letico look to strengthen 
their attacking options 
midway through the 
s ea son .  D iego 
Simeone’s side 
currently sit third 
in La Liga after 
22 matches, nine 
points  behind 
second-placed 
Real Madrid and 
10 adrift of lead-
ers Barcelona.

With the ti-
tle race still 

alive and European commit-
ments looming, Atletico are 
keen to add depth and fire-
power to their squad. They 
are scheduled to face Club 
Brugge in the Champions 
League playoffs later this 
month, and Lookman’s arrival 
could provide a timely boost 
as the club balances domestic 
and continental ambitions.

Spanish club 
move quickly 

to bolster 
attack 

ahead of  
decisive 

league run

Arsenal edge Corinthians in rain-soaked final to lift 
inaugural intercontinental trophy

Foord’s extra-time goal gives 
Arsenal 3-2 win over Corinthians in 

first Women’s Champions Cup
LONDON

Caitlin Foord struck a decisive extra-time 
goal as Arsenal defeated Brazil’s Corinthians 
3-2 to win the inaugural Women’s Champi-
ons Cup, sealing a dramatic victory in a rain-
lashed final at the Emirates Stadium.

Arsenal appeared on course for victory in 
regulation time before Corinthians forced ex-
tra time by equalising deep into stoppage time 
through a Victoria penalty. Foord then re-
stored Arsenal’s lead in the 104th minute with 
a composed breakaway finish to clinch the 
historic title. The six-team Women’s Champi-
ons Cup, created as an intercontinental com-
petition for elite women’s club sides, brought 
together champions from across the globe. 
Arsenal qualified as winners of the UEFA 
Women’s Champions League and took home 
$2.3 million for lifting the trophy, while Cor-
inthians earned $1 million as runners-up.

Olivia Smith opened the scoring in the 
15th minute after Corinthians goalkeeper Le-

ticia parried a shot from Stina Blackstenius 
into her path. Corinthians responded six min-
utes later when veteran midfielder Gabriela 
Zanotti found the net, her effort crossing the 
line just before Arsenal goalkeeper Anneke 
Borbe could recover.

Arsenal regained control in the 58th min-
ute as Lotte Wubben-Moy headed home from 
an Emily Fox cross, with FIFA president Gi-
anni Infantino in attendance. The London 
side looked set to lift the cup until a late vid-
eo review awarded Corinthians a penalty for 
a foul by Katie McCabe, which Victoria 
calmly converted in second-half stoppage 
time. Foord’s extra-time strike ultimately 
proved decisive, though the match ended on 
a worrying note for Arsenal as Borbe was 
stretchered off following a late collision.

Earlier, Gotham FC claimed third place 
with a 4-0 win over Morocco’s ASFAR. The 
Champions Cup serves as a precursor to FI-
FA’s upcoming 16-team Women’s Club 
World Cup, set to debut in 2028.

Anahat Singh stuns world No.10 
Georgina Kennedy to clinch 

maiden PSA Bronze title
CHENNAI

Teenage squash sensation Anahat 
Singh produced the finest perfor-
mance of her young career, defeating 
top seed and world No. 10 Georgina 
Kennedy of England 12-10, 11-5, 
11-7 to win the Squash on Fire Open 
title in Washington on Monday.

The victory marked Anahat’s 
maiden PSA Bronze-level crown and 
the biggest title so far for the 
16-year-old Indian, who is currently 
ranked world No. 31. It was also her 
15th overall title on the PSA Tour, 
achieved in just her 26th profession-
al tournament — an impressive re-
turn that underlines her rapid rise in 
the sport.

Seeded seventh in the tournament, 
Anahat avenged her only previous 
loss to Kennedy with a display of 

maturity and tactical clarity well be-
yond her years. The opening game 
proved decisive as the Delhi young-
ster held her nerve after trailing 
8-10, reeling off four consecutive 
points to snatch it 12-10. From there, 
Anahat grew in confidence and dic-
tated rallies with her tight length and 
sharp attacking shots.

Kennedy, one of the most consis-
tent performers on the women’s tour, 
struggled to find answers as Anahat 
controlled the pace and capitalised 
on errors. The second game slipped 
away quickly for the English player, 
with Anahat racing to an 11-5 win. 
In the third, the Indian stayed com-
posed under pressure, closing out the 
match 11-7 to seal a straight-games 
triumph.

“I’m extremely happy,” Anahat 
said after the final. “I knew I wanted 

to do well  in 
these events, get 
my ranking up and 
also put on a perfor-
mance, and I’m glad I was 
able to do that this time.”

The title is expected to 
give Anahat a significant 
boost in the rankings and 
adds momentum to her 
push toward breaking into 
the world’s top 50 — a 
goal she has previously 
identified as a key target.

Already regarded as 
one of India’s brightest 
prospects in squash, 
Anahat’s latest success 
against a top-10 oppo-
nent signals her grow-
ing presence on the 
global stage.

ICE, Epstein files ‘sad’ distractions from 
Winter Olympics: IOC president

MILAN

International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) president Kirsty 
Coventry described questions 
surrounding U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and the release of Jef-
frey Epstein-related files as 
“sad” distractions from the 
Milan Cortina Winter Olym-
pics, now less than a month 
away.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence in Milan, Coventry and 
other IOC officials were re-
peatedly pressed on issues tied 
to the United States, which has 
increasingly dominated the 
narrative ahead of the Feb. 
6-22 Games. While declining 
to comment in detail, Coven-

try acknowledged that such 
controversies were diverting 
attention from the sporting 
spectacle.

“I think anything that is dis-
tracting from these Games is 
sad,” Coventry said. “But 
we’ve learned over the many 
years there’s always been 
something leading up to the 
Games — whether it was Zika, 
COVID — there has always 

been something.”
Coventry said she remained 

confident that global attention 
would return to the athletes 
once competition begins. 
“When that opening ceremony 
happens and those athletes start 
competing, suddenly the world 
remembers the magic and the 
spirit that the Games have,” she 
added. Her comments came a 
day after hundreds of demon-
strators gathered in Milan to 
protest the deployment of ICE 
agents during the Olympics. 
Authorities have said the 
agents will be stationed in a 
control room and will not oper-
ate on the streets.

Coventry also faced ques-
tions about newly released 
government files linked to Ep-

stein, 
w h i c h include 
2003 emails involving Casey 
Wasserman, head of the Los 
Angeles 2028 Olympics orga-
nizing committee, and Ghis-
laine Maxwell. She said the 
IOC would not comment fur-
ther, noting that Wasserman 
had already issued a statement.

Two IOC members were 
mentioned in the documents, 
though there is no suggestion 
of wrongdoing. Coventry said 
the IOC was monitoring re-
ports and would review infor-
mation as needed.

Tata Steel 
Masters: 
Gukesh 
draws as 
Abdusattorov 
stretches 
away

WIJK AAN ZEE

World champion D Gukesh was held to 
a draw by Hans Moke Niemann in the 
12th and penultimate round of the Tata 
Steel Masters as Nodirbek Abdusattorov 
surged ahead with a commanding victo-
ry to move within touching distance of 
the title. Abdusattorov regained sole 
leadership with a crushing win over 
Germany’s Matthias Bluebaum, taking 
his tally to eight points and opening a 
half-point gap over compatriot Javokhir 
Sindarov. Sindarov chose safety over 
ambition against R Praggnanandhaa, 
settling for a draw that left him second 
on 7.5 points and raised the prospect of 
an Uzbek domination in the season’s 
first super-tournament.

Gukesh, playing with the black pieces, 
was involved in a wild and tactical en-
counter against Niemann. The American 
sacrificed material in a position that did 
not fully justify the risk, giving Gukesh 

chances to press home his advantage. 
However, inaccuracies from the Indian 
allowed Niemann to escape, and the 
game eventually petered out into a draw. 
With six points, Gukesh is now joint 
eighth alongside Dutchman Anish Giri.

Abdusattorov’s win was a model of 
precision. Striking decisively on the 
queenside, the Uzbek star combined his 
queen and knight to weave a tactical net 
that Bluebaum could not break, under-
lining why he remains one of the most 
feared players in elite tournaments.

Behind the leaders, Niemann, Jorden 
van Foreest and Vincent Keymer share 
third place on seven points each. Turkish 
prodigy Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus contin-
ued to impress, crushing Vladimir Fed-
oseev in another decisive outing. In a 
rare moment of shared amusement, Er-
dogmus delivered checkmate just a 
move before Fedoseev could do the 
same, both players smiling at the dra-
matic finish.

Efforts underway to bring 
Formula One racing back to India
NEW DELHI

After more than a decade, the 
Indian government is actively 
working to bring Formula 1 
back to the Buddh Interna-
tional Circuit in Greater Noi-
da. Officials are addressing 
tax and regulatory issues that 
led to the Indian Grand Prix’s 
cancellation after 2013. The 
race, held from 2011 to 2013, 
gained global attention, with 

Sebastian Vettel winning all 
three editions. However, high 
taxes, customs duties, and fi-
nancial losses forced its exit. 
Talks with Formula 1 Man-
agement are now reportedly 
underway to secure a slot on 
the crowded F1 calendar. In-
dia’s growing automotive 
market adds commercial ap-
peal, though competition from 
other host nations remains a 
challenge.


