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The Truth Speaks

DK Shivakumar to take oath 
today as Karnataka’s 25th CM

Thousands expected as Karnataka prepares for historic leadership transition Wednesday
BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru has been placed un-
der an extensive security blanket 
ahead of the swearing-in cere-
mony of Chief Minister-desig-
nate D. K. Shivakumar at Karna-
taka Lok Bhavan on Wednesday 
evening.

Shivakumar, 64, will take oath 
as Karnataka’s 25th Chief Min-
ister at 4.05 pm, marking a sig-
nificant political transition in the 
state. The ceremony is expected 
to draw top Congress leaders, 
dignitaries, minis-
ters and thou-
sands of party 
workers  f rom 
across Karnataka.

To manage the 
large turnout , 
Bengaluru Police 
have divided se-
curity arrange-
ments into two 
major zones cov-
ering Lok Bhavan, surrounding 
areas and VIP movement routes. 
Access to the main venue will be 
tightly controlled, with multiple 
security checkpoints, barricades 
and screening points installed.

A special stage has been pre-
pared for the oath-taking cere-

mony, while 
separate seat-
ing areas have 
b e e n  e a r -
m a r k e d  f o r 

VVIPs, VIPs, invited guests and 
media personnel. Large LED 
screens will broadcast the pro-
ceedings for members of the 
public gathered at designated 
areas within the venue.

Following the ceremony, Shi-
vakumar is expected to partici-

pate in an open-jeep roadshow 
from Lok Bhavan to Vidhana 
Soudha. 

Authorities have created a 
dedicated traffic corridor for the 
procession and ordered zero traf-
fic movement along key stretch-
es during the event.

Speaking about the arrange-
ments, Shivakumar said the cer-
emony would be conducted in a 
restrained manner.  The oath 
ceremony comes days after Sid-

DKS swearing-in at a glance

“We want the swear-
ing-in to be dignified 
and ensure minimum  

inconvenience to  
Bengaluru residents.” 

DK Shivakumar, 
CM-designate

VENUE: Karnataka Lok Bhavan, 
Bengaluru

TIME: 4.05 pm, June 3, 2026

CHIEF MINISTER:  
D.K. Shivakumar (25th CM of K’taka) 
EXPECTED MINISTERS: 
8–10 in first phase

Security Zones: 2

Sectors Deployed: 13

PUBLIC VIEWING: LED 
screens at designated lawns

SPECIAL FEATURE: Open-
jeep roadshow to Vidhana Soudha

POST-CEREMONY: High-tea 
with dignitaries and ministers

TRAFFIC PLAN: Dedicated VIP 
corridor, restricted movement routes

daramaiah stepped down following consul-
tations with the Congress high command. 
Around eight to ten ministers are expected 
to be sworn in alongside Shivakumar in the 
first phase of Cabinet formation.

K’taka declares half-
day holiday for 

Secretariat staff ahead 
of CM swearing-in

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government on Tues-
day declared a half-day holiday for 
officers and staff working in Vidhana 
Soudha, Vikasa Soudha and the 
Multi-Storeyed Building on June 3 in 
view of the swearing-in ceremony of 
the Chief Minister-designate.

Considering the likely traffic con-
gestion and the need for enhanced 
security arrangements, the adminis-
tration decided to grant an afternoon 
holiday to employees working in key 
government offices located in the 
Secretariat complex.

The notification stated that the de-
cision was taken from the perspective 
of ensuring security and public safety 
during the high-profile ceremony, 
which is expected to be attended by 
senior political leaders, government 
officials, party workers and support-
ers.

As a result, officers and staff at-
tached to Vidhana Soudha, Vikasa 
Soudha and the Multi-Storeyed Build-
ing will be relieved from duty for the 
second half of the day on June 3.

The order was issued in the name of 
the Governor of Karnataka and signed 
by R. Yadu Kumar, Under Secretary 
to the Government, Department of 
Personnel and Administrative Re-
forms (Services).

The swearing-in ceremony is ex-
pected to draw significant public at-
tention as Karnataka prepares for a 
new phase of political leadership.

B’luru issues traffic advisory ahead 
of DKS swearing-in ceremony

Diverse gathering for 
DKS oath ceremony
The swearing-in ceremony 
of Chief Minister-designate 

D.K. Shivakumar is expected 
to witness a diverse gath-

ering reflecting Karnataka’s 
social, cultural and political 
spectrum. Along with senior 
Congress leaders including 
Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun 

Kharge, K.C. Venugopal and 
Randeep Surjewala, the event 

will be attended by Chief 
Ministers, Deputy Chief Min-
isters and Pradesh Congress 
Committee presidents from 
various states.The invitee list 
extends beyond politics, fea-
turing religious leaders from 
different faiths, Members of 
Parliament, farmers’ repre-
sentatives, Dalit and back-

ward class leaders, women’s 
self-help group representa-

tives and youth leaders.
Students from the Govern-

ment School at Doddalahalli 
in Kanakapura, daily wage 

labourers and civic workers 
have also been invited, high-
lighting the Congress leader-
ship’s attempt to make the 

ceremony inclusive.Prominent 
personalities from the judicia-
ry, media, sports, cinema, the-
atre, literature, arts, industry, 
business and hospitality sec-
tors are expected to attend. 
The broad-based invitation 
reflects the significance of 

the leadership transition and 
the party’s effort to showcase 
representation from all sec-

tions of society.

BENGALURU
 

 Bengaluru Police have is-
sued a traffic advisory ahead 
of the swearing-in ceremony 
of Chief Minister-designate 
D. K. Shivakumar at the 
Lok Bhavan Glass House.

The restrictions will re-
main in force from 12 pm to 
8 pm as thousands of party 
workers, dignitaries and in-
vited guests are expected to 
attend the oath-taking cere-
mony.

According to police, Raj 
B h a v a n  R o a d  f r o m 
Basaveshwara Circle to 
BRV Junction and Ambed-
kar Road from K.R. Circle 
to Balekundri Circle will 
remain closed to regular 
traffic. Commuters have 
been advised to use alternate 
routes to avoid congestion 
around Vidhana Soudha, 

Lok Bhavan and surround-
ing areas.

Vehicles heading towards 
the city centre can use Cun-
ningham Road, Nrupathun-
ga Road, Anil Kumble Junc-
tion, Shivajinagar and Vas-
anthanagar routes. Traffic 
police personnel will be 
deployed at major junctions 
to regulate movement and 
assist motorists.  The advi-
sory comes amid elaborate 
security arrangements for 
Shivakumar’s swearing-in, 
which marks a major leader-
ship transition in Karnataka 
following the resignation of 
Siddaramaiah last week.

Traffic Advisory for June 3
n Restrictions: 12 pm – 8 pm
Roads Closed
n �Raj Bhavan Road (Basave-

shwara Circle–BRV Junction)

n �Ambedkar Road (K.R.  
Circle–Balekundri Circle)

Alternate Routes
n Cunningham Road

n Nrupathunga Road

n Anil Kumble Junction

n Shivajinagar

n Vasanthanagar

R. Ashoka targets Shivakumar over Bengaluru 
roads, mocks GBA’s walk challenge

BENGALURU
 

Leader of Opposition R. 
Ashoka on Tuesday launched 
a sharp attack on Chief Min-
ister-designate D.K. Shivaku-
mar over Bengaluru’s deteri-
orating infrastructure, ques-
tioning his much-publicised 
“Brand Bengaluru” vision and 
criticising the Greater Benga-
luru Authority’s (GBA) con-
troversial #1KmChallenge 
campaign.

Ashoka, who represents the 
BJP in the Karnataka Assem-
bly, accused Shivakumar of 
neglecting the city during his 
tenure as Minister in-charge 
of Bengaluru Development in 
the Siddaramaiah-led govern-

ment. He alleged that poor 
civic coordination had left 
residents grappling with dam-
aged roads, waterlogging and 
unsafe commuting conditions.

The criticism comes days 
after the GBA faced wide-
spread backlash on social me-
dia for encouraging citizens to 
walk one kilometre as part of 
a public campaign. The post 
was later deleted after users 
pointed to the lack of walk-
able footpaths and poor road 
conditions across the city.

In a strongly worded post 
on X, Ashoka said Bengaluru 
residents were being forced to 
navigate flooded and pot-
hole-ridden roads while au-
thorities focused on “publicity 

campaigns” instead of ad-
dressing civic issues.

The BJP leader further 
claimed that agencies such as 
the BWSSB and GBA had 
failed to coordinate road res-
toration works, causing in-
convenience to commuters 
and businesses alike.

Demanding immediate ac-
tion, Ashoka urged the in-
coming Chief Minister to pri-
oritise infrastructure re-
pairs over political mes-
saging. He also called 
for an end to what he 
termed “insulting inter-
net challenges” and 
sought permanent solu-
tions to Bengaluru’s 
recurring pothole 

and road maintenance issues.
The remarks come a day 

before Shivakumar is sched-
uled to be sworn in as Karna-
taka’s 25th Chief Minister at 
Lok Bhavan in Bengaluru.

WASHINGTON
 

As diplomatic efforts intensi-
fied to prevent a wider re-
gional conflict, Israel and 
Lebanon on Tuesday began a 
new round of talks in Wash-
ington amid continued ten-
sions along the border and 
uncertainty over a proposed 
ceasefire involving Hezbol-
lah.

The discussions come a day 
after US President Donald 
Trump claimed that Israel and 
Hezbollah had agreed to halt 
hostilities following separate 
conversations with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu and representatives 
linked to Hezbollah. Trump 
expressed hope that the cessa-
tion of fighting would last 
“for eternity” and suggested 
progress was also being made 
toward an understanding with 
Iran regarding regional stabil-
ity and the Strait of Hormuz.

Despite the announcement, 

violence persisted. Israeli 
forces reportedly carried out 
strikes in southern Lebanon, 
while projectiles fired from 
Lebanon were intercepted 
over northern Israel. The ex-
changes underscored the fra-
gility of the situation even as 
diplomatic channels remained 
active.

“This criminal neglect lies 
squarely at the feet of the 

Chief Minister-designate 
D.K. Shivakumar. While he was 

busy plotting and manoeuvring 
to grab the high chair, the 

city he was supposed to 
protect has been com-

pletely abandoned.” 

R Ashoka,  
Opposition 

Leader

Why the talks matter
The Washington ne-
gotiations are aimed 

at stabilising the 
Israel-Lebanon border 
and preventing further 

escalation involving 
Hezbollah and Iran. A 
successful outcome 

could reduce the risk of 
a broader Middle East 

conflict, improve region-
al security, and support 

efforts to keep vital 
shipping routes such as 

the Strait of  
Hormuz open.

India issues Ebola advisory, urges 
vigilance despite no reported cases

NEW DELHI
 

The Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare on Tuesday 
issued a public health advisory 
on Ebola Virus Disease (EVD), 
clarifying that no Ebola cases 
have been reported in India 
while calling for heightened 
vigilance among travellers ar-
riving from affected countries.

The advisory comes amid a 
fresh outbreak of Ebola in parts 
of Africa, prompting health au-
thorities worldwide to strength-

en surveillance measures and 
precautionary protocols.

In a statement, the ministry 
said travellers who have visited 
or transited through Ebola-af-
fected countries within the last 
21 days should closely monitor 
their health and immediately 
report any symptoms. Individu-
als experiencing fever, head-
ache, muscle pain, vomiting, 
diarrhoea or unexplained bleed-
ing have been advised to isolate 
themselves and contact local 
health authorities without delay.

India, US begin crucial three-day 
talks on interim trade pact

NEW DELHI
 

India and the United States on 
Tuesday commenced a three-
day round of negotiations in 
New Delhi aimed at finalising 
the details of a proposed in-
terim trade agreement and 
advancing discussions on a 
broader Bilateral Trade 
Agreement (BTA).

The talks are being held at 
Vanijya Bhavan, with the US 
delegation led by chief nego-
tiator Brendan Lynch and the 

Indian side represented by 
Additional Secretary in the 
Department of Commerce 
Darpan Jain.

The negotiations build on 
the framework agreed upon 
by both countries on February 
7. However, recent changes in 
the US tariff regime following 
a Supreme Court ruling 
against President Donald 
Trump’s reciprocal tariff pol-
icy have prompted both sides 
to revisit key provisions of 
the proposed pact.

Siddaramaiah to retain Cauvery bungalow
B E N G A L U R U : O u t g o i n g 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
will continue residing at the 
official Cauvery bungalow 
even after stepping down, 
while Chief Minister-designate 
D.K. Shivakumar is set to op-
erate from a different govern-
ment residence following his 
swearing-in today.

According to sources, the 
two Congress leaders have 

reached an understanding re-
garding the Chief Minister’s 
official residence. Under the 
arrangement, Siddaramaiah 
will retain the Cauvery bunga-
low and continue staying there 
until 2028 despite relinquish-
ing the top post.

As a result, Shivakumar will 
initially function from his pri-
vate residence before shifting 
to another government-allotted 

house at a later stage. The ar-
rangement is considered unusu-
al, as the Cauvery bungalow 
has traditionally been occupied 
by the sitting Chief Minister. 
However, political observers 
note that a similar situation oc-
curred in 2021 when former 
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurap-
pa continued residing in the 
official residence even after 
stepping down from office.

Five new SC judges sworn in, 
strength rises to 37

Monsoon to arrive in Kerala on 
June 4, IMD issues rain alert

NEW DELHI: The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has confirmed that 
the southwest monsoon is likely to make 
its onset over Kerala on June 4, marking 
the official start of India’s rainy season 
after a brief delay. The weather agency 
has forecast widespread rainfall across 
southern India over the next week, with 
Kerala expected to receive heavy to very 
heavy rainfall of 7 cm to 20 cm at isolat-
ed places. Heavy showers are also likely 
in parts of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu as 
monsoon winds strengthen over the Ara-
bian Sea. The IMD has additionally 

warned of thunderstorms, lightning 
and gusty winds of 40-50 kmph 
across several regions, including 
northwest, central and eastern India. 

NEW DELHI: Five new judges were sworn 
in to the Supreme Court on Tuesday, taking 
the court’s working strength to 37 judges and 
leaving only one vacancy after the recent ex-
pansion of its sanctioned strength. Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant administered the oath 
to Justices Sheel Nagu, Shree Chandrashek-
har, Sanjeev Sachdeva, Arun Palli and senior 
advocate V. S. Mohana. The appointments 
follow the Union government’s decision to 
increase the Supreme Court’s sanc-
tioned strength from 33 to 37 judges, 
excluding the Chief Justice, to 
help tackle a backlog of more 
than 93,000 pending cases. Mo-
hana’s elevation is particularly 
significant as it boosts female 
representation in the apex court.
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Obesity surge sharper among K’taka women:  Survey 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Despite growing fitness cul-
ture, obesity continues to rise, 
more sharply among women 
across Karnataka, according to 
the National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS)-6 report, re-
leased recently. 

The survey, conducted in 
2023-24, found that 41.2 per-
cent of women and 36.4 per-
cent of men in Karnataka, out 
of a sample size of 30,260 per-
sons are either overweight or 
obese. This marks a sharp in-
crease from the 2019-21 sur-
vey findings, when 30.2 per-

cent of women and 30.9 per-

cent of men fell into the same 
category. Urban women ap-
pear to be the most affected, 
with nearly 51 percent classi-
fied as overweight or obese. 

Doctors spoke to attributed 
the trend largely to urban life-
styles marked by sedentary 
habits, unhealthy diets, easy 
access to junk food and sugary 

drinks through quick-com-
merce platforms, and in-
creased alcohol consumption. 

Highlighting factors that 
particularly affect women, Dr 
KS Harshith, Consultant, In-
ternal Medicine, Aster RV 
Hospital, said research has 
shown a steady rise in obesity 
among women living in urban 
India over the past two de-
cades. Many females live in 
places where they would not 
be safe to pursue outdoor 
physical activity.

 Younger females may expe-
rience restrictions on their 
ability to exercise outdoors 

due to numerous societal fac-
tors, he said. 

According to Dr Nidhin 
Mohan, senior consultant, gen-
eral medicine, Narayana 
Health City, obesity among 
women is also linked to poly-
endocrine metabolic ovarian 
syndrome (PMOS). women 
also continue to shoulder a 
disproportionate share of 
household responsibilities in 
addition to their professional 
commitments. This leaves 
them with less time to focus 
on their own health and fit-
ness, he said.

Doctors also point to social 

perceptions around body 
weight. In many households, 
particularly among older gen-
erations, weight loss is some-
times incorrectly viewed as a 
sign of poor health.

 They note that south Indi-
ans may have a genetic predis-
position towards obesity, espe-
cially abdominal obesity, al-
though genetics alone cannot 
explain the sharp rise seen in 
recent years. The increase 
comes at a time when Bengalu-
ru has witnessed a growing fit-
ness culture, with more gyms, 
running groups, and wellness 
communities than before. 

IMPROPER HEALTHCARE

QUICK READ
Helmet-borne  

persons rob 
 jewellery shop 

Case against  
betting website,  

mobile app

30 tonnes of rice 
spilled after lorry 

overturns in Hebbal

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The incident took place in 

the early hours of Tues-
day morning and shocked 
the entire jewellery store 
owner.  The robbery of a 
jewellery shop in T Begur 
in Nelamangala taluk in 

broad daylight has 
shocked the people of the 

area. Three bike-borne 
miscreants, who were 

wearing helmets, barged 
into the shop of Mahalax-
mi Jewellers and Bankers 
belonging to Tejpal when 
it was raining. As soon as 
they entered, they bran-

dished a knife at the own-
er and staff of the jewel-
lery shop and threatened 

their lives. The robbers 
snatched 30 grams of 

gold ornaments worth Rs 
5 lakh from the counter 

and fled. Meanwhile, 
Sunil, a shop assistant, 

was attacked with a knife 
when he tried to stop the 

miscreants. The police 
rushed to the spot and 

conducted an investiga-
tion. A case has been reg-
istered at the Nelaman-
gala Rural police station 

and the police have 
launched a network on 
the basis of CCTV foot-
age to trace the culprits.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The State Cyber Com-

mand Unit (CCU) in col-
laboration with the Indian 
Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (14C) has busted a 
network of illegal betting 

websites, mobile apps 
and 8,750 fraudulent bet-

ting URLs across the 
country. Based on intelli-
gence inputs, special cy-
ber teams have identified 
organised groups operat-
ing online cricket betting 

platforms. These plat-
forms were found to be 

operating through mirror 
domains, sub-domains 

and fake URLs. A case has 
been registered under 

sections 66C, 66D of the 
Information Technology 
Act and sections 318 (4) 
and 319 (2) of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and an 

investigation has been 
launched, said CCU Direc-
tor General of Police Pra-
nav Mohanty. Many peo-
ple have been prevented 
from incurring financial 

losses due to illegal bet-
ting networks. Technical 
investigations are under-
way, including identifying 
the source of the money 

being used for betting 
and the betting operators.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A lorry overturned on 

Hebbal main road. Due to 
rash and negligent driving, 
the driver lost control and 

hit the divider and the  
lorry overturned. The 

truck, bearing registration 
number AP 02 TE 5889, 

was carrying 30 tonnes of 
rice from Andhra Pradesh 

when it met with an  
accident.

IN-SPACe invites pvt firms to set 
up ground stations at ISRO’s NRSC 

Under the first model, firms may lease abandoned antenna pedestals and control rooms  
on ten- or twenty-year terms and upgrade or rebuild the structures as required.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru: India's space reg-
ulator has taken a step toward 
commercialising the country's 
satellite infrastructure, invit-
ing private firms to build and 
operate ground stations inside 
one of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation's (ISRO) 
important facilities, the Na-
tional Remote Sensing Centre 
(NRSC).

The Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authorisation 
Centre (IN-SPACe) has issued 
an expression of interest (EoI) 
seeking up to three Indian 
companies to establish and 
run satellite ground stations 

within the NRSC campus at 
Shadnagar, on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad. 

As per the EoI, the initia-
tive is aimed at seeding a pri-
vate Ground Station as a Ser-
vice (GSaaS) ecosystem in 
the country, enabling com-
mercial operators to receive 
satellite data, track spacecraft, 
and sell communication sup-
port services to domestic and 

international clients. 
The identified site spans ap-

proximately 9.15 acres within 
the NRSC premises, physical-
ly separated from existing 
agency facilities through ded-
icated fencing and access con-
trols. Eligible operators would 
be permitted to install S-, X-, 
and Ka-band ground stations 
frequency ranges critical for 
modern Earth observation and 
telecommunications satellites, 
as per the EOI. 

A central draw of the Shad-
nagar location is its protection 
against radio frequency inter-
ference, particularly in the 
Ka-band. 

While portions of the 

24.25–27.5 GHz spectrum 
have been earmarked for 5G 
deployment elsewhere in In-
dia, a 2.7-km exclusion zone 
has been mandated around 
five Department of Space 
sites, including Shadnagar. 
This regulatory buffer makes 
the  campus  unusua l ly 
well-suited for Ka-band data 
reception, an increasingly es-
sential capability as newer 
remote sensing missions rely 
on the band to downlink 
high-resolution imagery at 
speed.IN-SPACe has offered 
interested companies two 
routes to participation. This is 
an approach that allows rela-
tively quick deployment. The 

second is a "plug-and-play" 
arrangement in which ISO 
and IN-SPACe would con-
struct ready-to-use facilities 
capable of supporting anten-
nas up to 7.5 metres in diam-
eter, engineered to withstand 
wind speeds of 200 kmph. 
That option, however, is ex-
pected to take between 12 and 
18 months before handover.

The EoI arrives against a 
backdrop of rapidly expand-
ing satellite constellations and 
Earth observation missions 
globally, driving strong de-
mand for high-capacity 
ground infrastructure that can 
receive and process large data 
volumes close to real time.

Bellatrix partners with Korean 
firm for next-gen EO satellite

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

South Korean space AI com-
pany TelePIX has signed an 
MoU with Bengaluru-based 
space propulsion firm Bella-
trix Aerospace to jointly de-
velop a next-generation Earth 
Observation (EO) satellite 
designed to operate in Very 
Low Earth Orbit (VLEO), 
with a technology demonstra-
tion mission targeted for 
launch in 2028.The partner-
ship will combine TelePIX's 
high-resolution optical pay-
load, Chouette, with Bella-
trix's VLEO satellite platform 
powered by its proprietary 
Air-Breathing Electric Pro-
pulsion (ABEP) system. 

The companies said the col-
laboration aims to develop a 
satellite capable of sustained 
operations at altitudes be-
tween 150km and 250km, en-
abling persistent high-resolu-
tion EO and geospatial data 
collection. 

The MoU was signed at 
TelePIX's SpaceLab facility 
in Daejeon, South Korea. Un-
der the agreement, Bellatrix 
will provide the satellite bus, 
including propulsion, power, 
thermal control and attitude 
control  systems,  while 
TelePIX will supply the 
Chouette optical payload and 
support system integration, 
according to a statement is-
sued. 

VLEO satellites operate 
significantly closer to Earth 
than conventional Low Earth 
Orbit (LEO) satellites, offer-
ing substantially higher imag-
ing resolution.

The segment is expected to 
see growing demand in de-
fence, disaster response, envi-
ronmental monitoring and 
precision observation applica-
tions.However, operating at 
such low altitudes presents a 
major technical challenge due 
to atmospheric drag, which 
can rapidly degrade satellite 

orbits. 
The companies said Bella-

trix's ABEP technology, 
which uses atmospheric parti-
cles as propellant, will help 
enable long-duration opera-
tions in the VLEO environ-

ment.  TelePIX said i ts 
Chouette payload has been 
specifically designed for 
VLEO missions and features 
a wide-swath imaging sys-
tem capable of covering 
more than twice the obser-
vation width of comparable 
satellites currently in the 
market.

 The payload will also 
leverage the company's arti-
ficial intelligence-based im-
age processing capabilities. 
They will also explore op-
portunities for future con-
stellation deployments and 
commercial VLEO missions 
following in-orbit valida-
tion, as per the statement. 
Calling VLEO a key frontier 
in next-generation Earth ob-
servation, TelePIX CEO 
Seongick Cho said the part-
nership would help TelePIX 
extend its optical payload 
technology into new opera-
tional domains while expand-
ing its global footprint. 

Commercially viable VLEO 
constellations could deliver 

“game-changing” 
improvements in imaging 
resolution compared with 

conventional EO observation 
systems operating in 

 higher orbits.
—Rohan M Ganapathy, Bellatrix CEO

Family court cannot 
resolve civil suit: HC 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The jurisdiction of a family 
court cannot extend to resolve 
a civil suit, the High Court 
has observed. 

Extending the Family 
Court’s jurisdiction to every 
title suit involving a challenge 
to a pedigree would potential-
ly dilute the specialised focus 
of that forum and overlap 
with the settled functions of 
the civil court under the Spe-
cific Relief Act, Justice K 
Manmadha Rao noted in his 
April 28 order while quashing 
an order passed by a Family 
Court of Bengaluru.

 A woman and her two chil-
dren challenged the order of 
the family court, passed on 
February 25, 2020, holding 
that it has jurisdiction to en-
tertain the suit. Originally, 
one Parvathamma wife of late 
JP Narayana Swamy, filed the 
suit in 2017, seeking a direc-
tion that the petitioner woman 
in the present case is not the 

legally wedded wife of her 
husband Narayana Swamy, 
and the two children are not 
his.In addition, she sought a 
permanent injunction restrain-
ing the petitioners from 
claiming any rights in the es-
tate of the deceased man and 
from asserting themselves as 
his wife and children. Howev-
er, when the proceedings were 
pending, Parvathamma died 
on February 24, 2020. 

Thereafter, two of her rela-
tives joined the litigation in 
her place. In their challenge to 
the February 25, 2020 order, 
the woman and her two chil-
dren argued that the family 
court lacked jurisdiction to try 
a suit pertaining to a property 
dispute. Justice Manmadha Rao 
noted that the Family Courts 
Act is a specialised statute de-
signed to provide a simplified, 
conciliation-based forum for 
family-related grievances, and 
the same cannot be expanded 
to resolve civil suits. 

The judge also pointed out 

that the original plaintiff, Par-
vathamma and her husband 
Narayana Swamy are no more 
and hence the validity of the 
marriage of the petitioner 
woman cannot now be looked 
into in such a scenario.In the 
present instance, the challenge 
is not aimed at resolving a mar-
ital friction between spouses, 
but rather at determining the 
status of individuals to facilitate 
claims over the estate of 
Narayana Swamy. 

Consequently, the dispute 
takes on the character of a 
complex civil litigation, 
which is traditionally best 
suited for the adjudication of 
a Civil Court, the judge add-
ed. A nuanced distinction 
must be drawn between a 
matrimonial case seeking the 
preservation or dissolution of 
a marriage and a suit for dec-
laration of legal character in-
tended to settle rights over an 
estate, Justice Rao observed 
while quashing the order 
passed by the family court.

Demand to appoint Dinesh 
Gundu Rao as DyCM 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Leaders of Gandhinagar as-
sembly constituency submit-
ted a petition in front of 
KPCC.  

They demanded that , 
Dinesh Gundurao should be 
given the post of Deputy 
Chief Minister.  Former 
BBMP member T Mallesh has 
submitted a petition. Block 
Presidents Saravan, Sa-
tyanarayana, Gandhinagar 
Guarantee Scheme Committee 
President Umesh Babu Raghu-
nath, Raj Karthik, Shashi Ku-
mar, Queen Elizabeth Chakra-
varthy and many Congress 
leaders were present. 

On this occasion, many 
leaders spoke to reporters. 
They demanded that their fa-
vourite leader Dinesh Gun-
durao be given the post of 
Deputy Chief Minister in the 
state government. They said 
that Dinesh Gundurao has 
played an important role in 
strengthening the Congress 
party's organization, pro-peo-
ple work and conveying the 
party's ideology to the people. 

His contribution to the 
growth of the party and the 
success of the government is 
immense, and considering his 
experience and leadership, it 
is appropriate to give him the 
post of DyCM,  they said.

Online pursuit of marriage 
costs woman Rs 23 lakh 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

An online search for a life 
partner ended in heart-
break and the loss of Rs 
23.5 lakh for a 42-year-old 
woman, who fell victim to 
an elaborate scam. 

The woman, a resident 
of Mathikere, said in her 
complaint that she had 
registered on a matrimony 
platform and was contact-
ed by a profile in the name 
of Dr Vihan Mishra, who 
claimed to be a surgeon 
working in  Scot land. 
During their weeks of 
conversat ions,  he ex-
pressed interest in mar-
riage and learnt about her 
family, profession, and 
personal life. The fraud-
ster told her that he would 
travel to India on May 4, 
to meet her and take their 
relationship forward. He 
later told her that he ar-
rived in Delhi but officials 
at the airport detained him 
as he was a British citizen. 

The scam took a dramat-
ic turn when a woman 

identifying herself  as 
Neha Rani called the com-
plainant, claiming to be an 
immigration officer.

 She told Roopa that 
Mishra was carrying gold 
and a large sum of money 
that required clearance 
and conversion of the 
British currency into Indi-
an rupee.

 The fraudsters con-
vinced her to transfer 
money to multiple bank 
accounts for various pur-
ported charges, including 
registration, clearance, 
and processing fees. Be-
lieving she was helping 
her future husband resolve 
legal  formali t ies ,  the 
woman transferred a total 
of Rs 23.5 lakh from her 
two bank accounts be-
tween May 4 and 6.

 Only later did she real-
ise that the purported 
groom had vanished and 
that the entire relationship 
had been a  careful ly 
planned fraud. Police said 
an investigation is in prog-
ress.

If you chop off a limb, 
people will follow law: HC
BENGALURU

 
The High Court refused bail to 
a 23-year-old engineering stu-
dent accused of rape and trig-
gered a debate over judicial 
rhetoric and criminal justice in 
a constitutional democracy af-
ter a judge said “law has lost 
its teeth” and suggested 
harsher punishments could 
deter crime. 

Law has lost its teeth be-
cause we don’t deal with of-
fenders firmly. If you chop 
off a leg or a hand, then peo-
ple will, perhaps, realise to 

comply with law. Because 
we have a democracy, every-
body takes advantage of it, 
Justice R Nataraj said during 
a hearing on the student’s 
bail plea. 

The accused has been in 
judicial custody since early 
April and faces allegations 
of sexually assaulting a for-
mer classmate in 2023. The 
judge said crimes were being 
committed casually because 
offenders were not dealt with 
firmly and contrasted the sit-
uation with punishments in 
some West Asian countries.

Man attacks  
in-laws with 

machete over 
family dispute 

BENGALURU
 

A family dispute took a vio-
lent turn when a man alleged-
ly stormed into an apartment 
complex armed with a ma-
chete on May 28 and attacked 
his in-laws in broad daylight.

According to the complaint 
filed by Syed Ahmed, 54, the 
incident occurred amid an on-
going legal battle involving 
his daughter, Syeda Neha, and 
her estranged husband, Far-
han Mubarak, a resident of 
RT Nagar. Ahmed, an em-
ployee with the public works 
dept residing at the BDA 
apartment in Kumbalagodu, 
said Mubarak married his el-
der daughter, Neha, six years 
ago, and they have a son. 
However, marital differences 
developed between the cou-
ple, following which Neha 
left with her son to her par-
ents’ house. 

Ahmed said his daughter, 
currently working in Mumbai, 
filed a divorce case against 
Mubarak. 

Pai to new CM: 
Look into 

blocking traffic 
for VIP movement 
BENGALURU

 
After a motorist sat in the 
middle of Old Airport Road 
protesting against VIP culture, 
Infosys founder and investor 
TV Mohandas Pai has appealed 
to CM-designate DK Shivaku-
mar to look into the issue of 
stopping traffic for long to al-
low for VIP movement.

On Old Airport Road, the 
police had reportedly blocked 
traffic for 30 minutes for the 
Governor’s movement. The 
road already had choking traf-
fic due to ongoing underpass 
construction work. 

Amid this, traffic was 
stopped for some time, and a 
motorist sat in the middle of 
the road expressing severe an-
ger, claiming that he had to 
urgently take his pregnant 
wife to the hospital.
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Kamalnagar farmers prepare for Kharif season sowing
KAMALNAGAR

Farmers across Kamalnagar 
taluk in Bidar district have 
begun preparations for the 
Kharif sowing season as the 
monsoon approaches, while 
the Agriculture Department 
has stocked seeds and fer-
tilisers to support cultivation 
activities.

Following moderate rainfall 
received about a week ago, 
farmers have intensified field 
work including ploughing, 
application of farmyard ma-
nure and clearing of agricul-
tural land in anticipation of 
further rains. Many cultiva-
tors who have already com-

pleted land preparation are 
now purchasing seeds and 
fertilisers for sowing opera-
tions.

According to Agriculture 
Department officials, crops 
such as soybean, pigeon pea 
(tur), black gram, green gram 
and other varieties are expect-
ed to be cultivated across 
nearly 40,000 hectares in the 
taluk during the current mon-
soon season.

To meet demand, the de-
partment has ensured ade-
quate availability of seeds and 
fertilisers and has begun dis-
tributing subsidised seeds 
through 15 centres across Ka-
malnagar. Farmers have been 

seen queuing early in the 
morning at these centres to 
procure required inputs for 
sowing.

Officials stated that the to-
tal seed requirement for the 
season is estimated at around 
15,000 quintals. This includes 
approximately 12,000 quin-
tals of soybean seeds, 100 

quintals of pigeon pea, 20 
quintals of green gram, 25 
quintals of black gram and 
2,855 quintals of seeds for 
other crops. Authorities said 
sufficient stocks have already 
been arranged to meet the ex-
pected demand.

At the same time, the Agri-
culture Department has ad-

vised farmers not to rush into 
sowing operations premature-
ly. Officials said soybean 
sowing should begin only af-
ter the region receives at least 
80 mm of rainfall to ensure 
proper germination and yield.

They added that the Mri-
gashira rains are expected 
around June 7, and farmers 
should assess soil moisture 
conditions before beginning 
sowing activities.

Officials stressed that fol-
lowing scientific sowing prac-
tices and waiting for adequate 
rainfall will help improve 
crop productivity and reduce 
the risk of crop failure during 
the early monsoon phase.

MONSOON FARMING PREPARATIONS 

QUICK READ
Monkey attack 

spreads panic in  
Bidar village

BJP leader urges voter 
mapping awareness in 

Vijayapura

Bidar
Around 25 residents have 
been injured in a series of 
monkey attacks in Ghatb-
oral village of Humnabad 
taluk in Bidar district, cre-
ating panic among locals 
over the past week. Vil-

lagers said the animal re-
peatedly bit people, in-
cluding children and el-

derly residents, with new 
cases reported. Residents 

alleged that despite in-
forming local panchayat 
and forest officials, initial 
delay in response led to 

continued attacks. The in-
jured were treated at a 
nearby primary health 

centre. The forest depart-
ment has now launched 

an intensive capture oper-
ation with a special team 
from Bidar, but the mon-
key’s movement through 
fields has made trapping 
difficult, and efforts are 

ongoing.

Vijayapura
BJP leader Shankar Hoog-
ar has urged party work-
ers to create awareness 
about mandatory voter 

mapping, stating that it is 
essential to ensure eligi-
ble voters remain on the 

electoral roll. He said 
workers are voluntarily 
encouraging citizens to 
complete the mapping 
process and accused 

Congress leader M.C. Mul-
la of making false allega-
tions to create confusion. 

Hoogar claimed that 
some groups were unnec-

essarily politicising the 
process and alleged that 
efforts are being made to 
discourage voter partici-

pation. He urged resi-
dents, especially Hindus, 
to complete voter map-

ping without fail and help 
others in their locality do 
the same. He added that 
awareness drives are be-
ing conducted to ensure 

no eligible voter is exclud-
ed from the electoral list.

KPCC presidency race intensifies 
Congress KPCC president race intensifies in Karnataka as leaders 

await high command’s final decision on appointment
YADGIR

Yadgir MLA Chennareddy 
Patil Tunnur has said that 
there is intense competition 
within the Congress party for 
the post of Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee (KPCC) 
president, with the high com-
mand expected to take a final 
decision soon amid ongoing 
discussions in the state unit.

Speaking to reporters, Patil 
said that several senior lead-
ers in the Congress possess 
the experience and capability 
required to lead the state or-
ganisation effectively. He 
stressed that the party has no 
shortage of qualified leader-
ship for such an important 

responsibility.
He noted that senior leader 

Satish Jarkiholi is among the 
prominent names being con-
sidered for the KPCC presi-
dent’s post. At the same time, 
he pointed out that there are 
also demands from certain 
sections within the party that 
Jarkiholi be given both a min-
isterial portfolio and the or-
ganisational leadership role.

Patil said the final decision 
rests entirely with the Con-
gress high command, which is 
expected to announce its 
choice shortly. He added that 
internal consultations and dis-
cussions are part of the par-
ty’s democratic process and 
help in identifying the most 

suitable candidate.
The Yadgir MLA further 

said that all Congress legisla-
tors and senior leaders have 
the ability to handle organisa-
tional responsibilities, and 
that leadership selection will 
be based on experience, capa-
bility and commitment to 
strengthening the party at the 

grassroots level.
The developments come at 

a time of increased political 
activity within the Congress 
in Karnataka, with specula-
tion over key appointments 
gaining momentum following 
leadership discussions in the 
state.

Party workers across Kar-
nataka are closely monitoring 
the situation, as the KPCC 
president’s post is considered 
a crucial organisational posi-
tion that will shape the party’s 
strategy ahead of future elec-
tions. Leaders believe the de-
cision will play a key role in 
ensuring unity and strength-
ening the party structure at 
both district and state levels.

Fuel shortage 
hits Indi farmers, 

transport hard
INDI 

A severe shortage of petrol 
and diesel in Indi taluk has 
caused widespread hardship 
for farmers, motorists and 
transport operators, with long 
queues seen at fuel stations 
and limited availability across 
the region.

Residents said the crisis has 
been triggered by disruptions 
in global oil supply chains 
due to ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East. Although Indi 
town has around 12 petrol 
pumps, locals claim that only 
two to three stations are func-
tioning on most days, while 
others remain closed due to 
lack of stock.

The shortage has hit farm-
ers at a crucial time as mon-
soon sowing operations have 
begun. With agriculture in-
creasingly dependent on 
mechanized equipment, the 
lack of diesel has severely af-
fected the use of tractors and 
other machinery needed for 
land preparation and sowing.

Farmers are currently pre-
paring to cultivate crops such 
as green gram, black gram, 
sunflower and groundnut. 
However, many are forced to 
wait in long queues at fuel 
stations, often carrying cans 
to procure diesel. In several 
instances, fuel stations are re-
portedly refusing to dispense 
fuel in cans, further worsen-
ing the situation.

The impact has extended 
beyond agriculture, affecting 

thousands of daily wage earn-
ers and transport operators 
who rely on vehicles for their 
livelihood. Indi taluk has a 
large number of transport ve-
hicles, including tractors, 
jeeps, mini-buses, auto-rick-
shaws, goods carriers, cars, 
trucks and government vehi-
cles, all of which are facing 
operational disruptions due to 
the shortage.

Local residents have also 
alleged that diesel is being 
sold in the black market at 
nearly double the normal 
price, taking advantage of the 
scarcity. This has added finan-
cial strain on farmers and 
transport operators already 
struggling with fuel availabil-
ity. As a result, several trans-
port operators have increased 
fares and per-kilometre 
charges, passing the burden 
onto commuters and consum-
ers. Public mobility in the re-
gion has been significantly 
affected.

Farmers and vehicle own-
ers have urged authorities 
and oil companies to restore 
regular fuel supply immedi-
ately to prevent further dis-
ruption to agricultural activi-
ties and daily transportation 
in the taluk.

Fuel shortage in Indi 
taluk has severely 
affected farmers, 

transport operators 
and daily life amid 
supply disruptions

Bidar leader urges Congress to appoint Eshwar Khandre as 
DCM and KPCC chief to boost 2028 prospects

Leader seeks DCM, KPCC post 
for Eshwar Khandre

BIDAR

Former Zilla Panchayat mem-
ber Shivraj Hasankar has 
urged the Congress high com-
mand to appoint senior leader 
Eshwar Khandre as Deputy 
Chief Minister and Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(KPCC) President, stating that 
such a move would strengthen 
the party’s prospects in the 
2028 Assembly elections.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Press Bhavan in 
Bidar, Hasankar described 
Khandre as an experienced 
and influential Congress lead-
er with a long track record of 
public service and organiza-
tional work within the party.

He noted that Khandre has 
been elected as an MLA four 
times over the past two de-

cades and has also served as a 
minister, implementing sever-
al development and wel-
fare-oriented initiatives. Ac-
cording to Hasankar, this ex-
perience makes him well-suit-
ed for higher responsibilities 
in the state leadership struc-
ture.

Hasankar also highlighted 
Khandre’s tenure as president 
of the Akhil Bharatiya Veer-
ashaiva Lingayat Mahasabha, 
stating that he played a key 
role in bringing together dif-
ferent communities and pro-
moting social cohesion. He 
said Khandre has consistently 
supported secular values and 
social justice principles.

He further argued that if the 
Congress party aims to retain 
power in the 2028 Karnataka 
Assembly elections, it should 

consider assigning dual re-
sponsibilities of Deputy Chief 
Minister and KPCC President 
to Khandre in the upcoming 
government formation expect-
ed on June 3.

The proposal, he said, 
would help strengthen the 
party organisation at both the 
government and organisation-
al levels, ensuring better coor-
dination and electoral pre-
paredness in the coming 
years. Several local leaders 
were present at the press con-
ference, including PLD Bank 
President Madivalappa Man-
galgi, Nisar Ahmed, Gunder-
ao Patil, Mohammed Khan 
and Mustaq. They expressed 
support for the appeal and 
highlighted Khandre’s leader-
ship credentials and public 
image.

Raichur invites 
applications for 

free UGD 
connections

RAICHUR

Raichur City Municipal Cor-
poration has invited applica-
tions for providing free under-
ground drainage (UGD) 
household connections under 
the Chief Minister’s Amruta 
Nagarothana Scheme Phase 4. 
The facility is aimed at eligi-
ble families belonging to 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes within the corpo-
ration limits. Applicants must 
submit necessary documents, 
including caste certificate, 
property ownership records, 
Aadhaar copy, and a notarised 
affidavit confirming the accu-
racy of information provided. 
The deadline for submission 
is June 15. Officials said the 
initiative aims to improve 
sanitation infrastructure and 
ensure better urban civic ser-
vices for targeted communi-
ties in Raichur city. Appli-
cants can contact designated 
engineers for further details 
and assistance.

KALABURAGI CONGRESS WORKERS 
HOLD PRAYERS FOR DK SHIVAKUMAR
KALABURAGI 

Supporters of senior Congress 
leader D K Shivakumar or-
ganised special prayers and 
celebrations in Kalaburagi on 
Tuesday ahead of reports that 
he may take oath as Karnata-
ka’s Chief Minister on 
Wednesday.

Members of the Shastri 
Brothers and Friends group, 
along with hundreds of Con-
gress workers and admirers, 
g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  S h a -
ranabasaveshwara Temple to 
offer prayers seeking bless-
ings for Shivakumar’s suc-
cess, good health and leader-
ship.

As part of the rituals, sup-
porters broke 101 coconuts 
and distributed sweets among 
devotees and the public. The 
temple premises witnessed a 
festive atmosphere with en-
thusiastic slogans of “DK, 
DK” raised by the gathering.

Participants said the prayers 
were organised to express 
gratitude and hope for a 
smooth political transition, 
while also wishing Shivaku-
mar prosperity in his leader-
ship role. They described the 
occasion as a moment of 
pride for party workers, high-
lighting his journey from a 
grassroots Congress worker to 
a senior leadership position in 
the state.

The event drew a large num-
ber of party supporters, creating 
a celebratory mood in the area. 
Many participants expressed 
confidence in Shivakumar’s 
ability to lead the state effec-
tively, citing his organizational 
experience and long-standing 
role within the party.

Supporters also said the 
gathering reflected their emo-
tional connection with the 
leader and their expectations 
from the new government for-
mation process. 

Saffron shawl protest erupts 
over hijab policy row

KALABURAGI

A fresh controversy over 
dress code in educational in-
stitutions has erupted in Kala-
buragi, where Sri Rama Sena 
activists launched a saffron 
shawl distribution campaign 
opposing the government’s 
decision allowing hijabs in 
schools and colleges.

Members of the organisa-
tion’s Kalaburagi district unit 
distributed saffron shawls 
near S.B.R. College and other 
educational institutions, turn-
ing the issue into a public pro-
test and sparking renewed 
debate over religious expres-
sion on campuses.

Leading the campaign, ac-
tivist Lakshmikant Swadi said 
the government’s decision 
amounted to selective treat-
ment of religious practices. 
He argued that if hijabs are 
permitted in educational insti-
tutions, students from other 
communities should also be 
allowed to display symbols of 
their faith.

Swadi maintained that 
schools and colleges should 
follow a uniform dress code 
applicable to all students 
without religious distinction. 
He accused the authorities of 
encouraging religious sym-
bolism in educational spaces, 

which he said could affect 
neutrality in academic envi-
ronments.

According to the organ-
isers, several pro-Hindu 
groups across Karnataka have 
expressed opposition to the 
policy and plan to intensify 
protests in the coming days. 
The saffron shawl distribution 
was described as a symbolic 
act of resistance against the 
government’s stance.

The campaign drew atten-
tion from students and the 
public as activists distributed 
shawls and raised slogans 
near college premises. Organ-
isers said their agitation 
would continue until the gov-
ernment reviews and changes 
its position on the issue of 
religious attire in educational 
institutions.

The hijab controversy has 
once again emerged as a sen-
sitive political and social is-
sue in Karnataka, with differ-
ing groups holding sharply 
opposing views on the bal-
ance between religious free-
dom and institutional unifor-
mity.

Authorities monitored the 
protest to ensure that it re-
mained peaceful and did not 
disrupt academic activities or 
create law and order issues in 
the area.

BIDAR

Farmers’ representatives in 
Bidar district have congratu-
lated senior Congress leader 
D K Shivakumar ahead of his 
expected swearing-in as Kar-
nataka Chief Minister and 
urged him to prioritise agri-
culture and announce a com-
prehensive farm loan waiver.

In a statement issued on be-
half of farmers across Bidar 
and other parts of Karnataka, 
the leaders expressed hope 
that the new government 
would address long-pending 
issues faced by the farming 
community and strengthen 
rural livelihoods.

They said Shivakumar has 
reached the top leadership po-
sition after years of political 
struggle and public service, 
and now carries the responsi-
bility of addressing agrarian 
distress in the state.

The farmers urged the in-
coming Chief Minister to in-
troduce a full farm loan waiv-
er, provide fresh credit sup-
port and implement policies 
aimed at reducing financial 

stress among cultivators.
They highlighted that many 

farmers continue to face seri-
ous economic difficulties due 
to rising debt, fluctuating 
market prices and delays in 
payments, particularly in the 
sugarcane sector. According 
to them, these challenges 
have pushed several families 
into severe hardship.

The representatives also ap-
pealed for timely financial 
assistance and long-term re-
forms in agriculture to ensure 
stability and sustainability in 
rural income.

They expressed confidence 
that the new administration 

would give priority to agricul-
ture and take bold decisions 
to improve the condition of 
farmers across Karnataka.

Farmers further said that 
strong policy intervention is 
needed to address issues such 
as input costs, irrigation sup-
port and market access, which 
they believe are critical for 
improving productivity and 
reducing distress.

They concluded by stating 
that they expect the govern-
ment to place agriculture at 
the centre of its development 
agenda and deliver meaning-
ful relief measures for the 
farming community.

FARMERS URGE SHIVAKUMAR FOR 
LOAN WAIVER SUPPORTCHCH
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Three Lists, 90 Aspirants and One Cabinet!
SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

Peer pressure. Seers’ pressure. 
Supporters’ pressure. Add to 
that three competing lists and 
lobbying from influential quar-
ters, and the Congress high 
command finds itself navigat-
ing one of the toughest political 
balancing acts in recent years.

While the transition of power 
from Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah to Chief Minister-elect 
D.K. Shivakumar has been 
smooth, the real challenge has 
emerged in the formation of the 
new Cabinet.

Sources say the high com-

mand is struggling to reconcile 
three separate lists—one 
backed by Siddaramaiah, an-
other by Shivakumar and a 
third prepared by influential 
leaders in Delhi. The situation 

has been further complicated by 
religious seers, community 
leaders and regional power bro-
kers actively lobbying for their 
preferred candidates.

With only 32 Cabinet berths 
available and nearly 80-90 leg-
islators aspiring for ministerial 
positions, disappointment is ine 
vitable. An aspiring MLA re-
portedly summed up the mood 
among hopefuls: “We have 
worked for the party through 
difficult times. If not now, 
when? This is our opportunity 
to contribute to governance.”  
Another legislator is said to 
have remarked: “Every region, 

every community and every 
faction wants representation. 
The leadership must ensure 
fairness.”

A senior Delhi leader, accord-
ing to party insiders, expressed 
concern: “Cabinet formation is 
not merely about rewarding 
loyalty. It is about creating a 
team capable of governing ef-
fectively while maintaining po-
litical balance.”

Another leader reportedly ob-
served: “One wrong signal in 
the selection process can create 
dissatisfaction across multiple 
regions and communities. We 
have to get it right.”

The challenge before the high 
command is formidable. Caste 
equations, regional representa-
tion, community interests, ad-
ministrative capability, loyalty 
to the leadership and future 
electoral considerations all have 
to be balanced simultaneously.

For D.K. Shivakumar, the 
stakes are even higher. The next 
24 months will effectively de-
termine the legacy of his tenure 
and the Congress party’s pros-
pects in the 2028 Assembly 
elections. If he fails to assemble 
a competent and cohesive team, 
administrative delivery could 
suffer. Internal factionalism 

may intensify, governance 
could slow down and political 
rivals would seize every oppor-
tunity to exploit the cracks. A 
weak Cabinet may also dilute 
the authority of the new Chief 
Minister at a time when deci-
sive leadership is expected.

Conversely, a carefully cho-
sen team combining experi-
ence, administrative talent and 
political balance could strength-
en Shivakumar’s position and 
help the government focus on 
development and delivery.

As Wednesday’s swearing-in 
ceremony approaches, the cor-
ridors of Delhi remain abuzz.

DELHI IN A DILEMMA
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Chitradurga Medical 
College to host AI 

Workshop

Short circuit fire 
destroys three cars 

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
The Department of Com-
munity Medicine at Chitra-
durga Medical College and 
Research Institute has or-

ganised an educational 
workshop on Digital De-

mography and Artificial In-
telligence in Public Health 
on June 6 from 8 am to 5 
pm at the Postgraduate 
Centre in Gyanagangotri 

campus, Guddadarangava 
nahalli. Inaugural progra 

mme will be held at 11 am, 
with Zilla Panchayat Chief 
Executive Officer Dr S Aka 
sh as chief guest. Dr Basa-
vakumaraswamy of SJM 

Vidyapeeth Governing Cou 
ncil and Dr Rajesh, Dean 

and Director of Basavesh-
wara Medical College and 
Hospital will attend as gue 
sts of honour. Dr Yuvaraj, 
Director said workshop 
aims to improve public 

health using.

CH NEWS, KOLAR
Fire broke out at a car ga-
rage due to a short circuit 
in Kolar district, destroy-
ing vehicles and damag-

ing property at Chow-
deshwari Car Service Cen 
ter near S G Kote in Ban-
garpet taluk. Three cars 

were destroyed in the bla 
ze while two were com-

pletely burnt to ashes and 
two parked outside were 

partially damaged. No 
workers were present at 
the service center so no 
casualties were reported 
but property worth lakhs 

was lost. Fire brigade from 
Bangarpet extingui shed 

the fire and police inspect-
ed the spot and be gan in-
vestigation officials confir 
med short circuit as likely 
cause of incident ongoing 
inquiry continues probe.

MYSURU

Deputy Commissioner G 
Lakshmikanth Reddy directed 
officials to take immediate 
steps to develop and improve 
roads identified as acci-
dent-prone in order to reduce 
road mishaps.

Chairing a meeting at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office 
on Tuesday, he said that the 
District Road Safety Commit-
tee has identified 120 acci-
dent-prone black spots across 
the district. Plans have been 
prepared to implement safety 

measures at these locations, 
and officials must take neces-
sary action to improve the 
roads and prevent accidents.

Reddy instructed officials to 
visit roads where fatal acci-
dents have occurred, identify 
the exact causes, and take cor-
rective measures accordingly.

Reviewing the progress of 
work at the 120 black spots, he 
noted that most of these roads 
come under the jurisdiction of 
the Public Works Department 
(PWD) and the National High-
ways Authority. Officials must 
submit proposals to the gov-

ernment seeking funds for road 
development and, wherever 
possible, include the works un-
der the available departmental 
budget as per rules.

The DC also instructed offi-
cials of the Mysuru City Cor-
poration and the Police Depart-

ment to jointly inspect acci-
dent-prone locations within 
Mysuru city, identify additional 
black spots, and initiate mea-
sures for road improvement. 
Accidents on some roads could 
be prevented through minor 
works such as the installation of 
proper signboards and other 
safety measures. There is a 
need for closer monitoring of 
such issues and officials must 
conduct mandatory site inspec-
tions in every case involving a 
fatal road accident. Besides, the 
authorities must close and rec-
tify any unauthorized openings 

or access points created along 
the Ring Road for vehicle 
movement, as these pose safety 
risks. The meeting was attended 
by Superintendent of Police 
Mallikarjun Baladandi, Assis-
tant Commissioner of Police 
(Traffic) Shiv Shankar M., 
PWD Executive Engineer Pad-
manabha, Mysuru City Corpo-
ration Superintending Engineer 
Manju C.S., NHAI Site Engi-
neer Arun B., Siddarthanagar 
Traffic Police Inspector Shiva 
prasad Rao, V.V. Puram Traffic 
Police Inspector Mamatha V.D., 
and other officials.

Upgrade road to prevent mishaps 
at 120 black spots: DC Reddy

The DC directed Mysuru officials to inspect accident-prone areas, identify black spots, improve 
road safety, close unauthorized Ring Road access points, and ensure regular monitoring

MYSURU

Good health can be achieved 
through the consumption of 
quality food, said millet 
awareness campaigner and 
Padmasri awardee Dr. Khadar 
Valli.

Inaugurating a brainstorm-
ing session on environment 
and health, organized by the 
Federation of State Farmers’ 
Organizations and the State 
Sugarcane Growers’ Associa-
tion here on Tuesday, he said 
that nearly 8 percent of chil-
dren are born with heart de-
fects and developmental disor-
ders, while in countries such 
as the United States and Eu-
rope, around 28 percent of 
children suffer from hormonal 
imbalances, making it difficult 
for them to identify them-
selves as male or female.

Dr Khader pointed out that 
Karnataka cultivates sugarcane 
on nearly 15 lakh acres, de-
spite not requiring such a large 
quantity of sugar. Sugar is a 

substance that should be pro-
duced only in the final stage of 
digestion. The human body 
requires only about 5 grams of 
glucose or sugar. The sugar or 
glucose content in the blood 
should not exceed 5 grams to 
maintain proper balance. “If 
we consume more than the re-
quired amount, the blood be-
comes thicker, which can ob-
struct blood circulation,” he 
explained.

State Farmers’ Association 

President Kurubur Shantaku-
mar said that people are in-
creasingly consuming foods 
traditionally associated with 
the wealthy,  while  the 
wealthy are now turning to 
the foods that ordinary people 
once consumed. This shift is 
causing several health issues 
and filling up hospitals. Farm-
ers must adopt organic farm-
ing and grow vegetables in 
their own surroundings. There 
are about 40 lakh pump sets 
in Karnataka. Farmers can use 
them to cultivate vegetables, 
but many are not doing so.

Shalini Srinivas of the Sri 
Sathya Sai Health and Educa-
tion Service Trust and Dr. Ga-
janan Hegde of Nayana Ku-
mar Multi-Speciality Hospital 
were present.

Quality food is the key to 
good health: Dr. Khadar

Dr Khader said excessive sugarcane cultivation and sugar intake are 
unhealthy, warning that excess sugar harms blood circulation

“Due to lack of time and 
imbalanced food habits, diseases 
are increasing in our bodies. Long 
ago, Buddha is said to have asked 
someone to bring mustard seeds 
from a house untouched by 
death. If Buddha were alive 
today, he would probably ask 
people to bring sugar from a 
house where no one has diabetes. 
Around the world, nearly 80 out 
of every 100 people are suffering 
from diabetes-related problems.”

—Dr. Khadar

MYSURU

After Weeks of Scorching 
Heat, Rain-Soaked Mysuru 
Welcomes Nature’s Grand Re-
lief

Mysuru finally received a 
refreshing taste of the mon-
soon as light to heavy showers 
swept across different parts of 
the city on Tuesday, bringing 
much-needed respite from the 
relentless summer heat.

The day began on a humid 
note, with residents enduring 
sticky weather conditions 
through the morning. Howev-
er, by afternoon, the mood of 
the city changed dramatically 
as dark, rain-laden clouds 
gathered over the skyline, sig-
nalling the arrival of the 
much-awaited rains. Within 
hours, several localities wit-
nessed moderate showers, 
while some areas experienced 
intense downpours accompa-
nied by gusty winds.

Schoolchildren were among 
the first to feel the impact of 
the sudden weather change. As 
the rain intensified shortly af-

ter school hours, many stu-
dents were left drenched while 
making their way home. Of-
fice-goers too found them-
selves caught off guard. Many 
sought temporary shelter un-
der shop awnings and bus 
stops, while others hurriedly 
booked private transport ser-
vices to escape the heavy 
showers.

The rain transformed roads 
and streets across the city. In 
several low-lying areas, water 
accumulated rapidly, leading 
to knee-deep flooding and 
slowing traffic movement. Ve-
hicles moved cautiously 
through waterlogged stretches, 
while pedestrians navigated 
flooded footpaths and over-
flowing drains.

Civic agencies remained on 
high alert throughout the eve-
ning. Teams from the Mysuru 
City Corporation (MCC) were 
deployed to clear clogged 
storm-water drains and pre-
vent flooding in vulnerable 
areas. Meanwhile, personnel 
from the Chamundeshwari 
Electricity Supply Corporation 

(CESC) monitored the situa-
tion closely and worked to re-
store power supply in pockets 
affected by rain-related disrup-
tions.

Weather experts predict that 
this could be the beginning of 
a sustained wet spell. The In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has indicated that 
the southwest monsoon is set 
to make its onset over Kerala 
from Wednesday, raising 
hopes of widespread rainfall 
across Karnataka in the com-
ing days.

The showers have brought 
cheer not only to residents but 
also to farmers and water man-
agers. Mysuru had endured an 
unusually harsh summer, with 
temperatures soaring close to 
40 degrees Celsius. Water lev-
els in the Krishna Raja Sagar 
(KRS) and Kabini reservoirs 
had fallen alarmingly low. 
With the monsoon now knock-
ing on the doors, citizens are 
hopeful that the rains will re-
plenish the reservoirs and re-
vive the region’s water re-
sources in the weeks ahead.

Mysuru dances to first showers of season

CHITRADURGA

Senior Madiga community 
leaders including former min-
ister H Anjaneya, former Rajya 
Sabha member Dr L Hanu-
manthaiah and former MP B N 
Chandrappa have appealed for 
stronger political representa-
tion in the state cabinet and 
legislative bodies.

They said the community 
has been under represented 
compared to its population and 
demanded at least three minis-
terial posts for Madiga leaders 
in the new cabinet along with 
one seat each in the Rajya 
Sabha and Legislative Council.

They highlighted commis-
sion reports including Justice 
Sadashiva Commission find-
ings stating that Madigas re-
main socially educationally 
and politically backward de-
spite their large population 
among Scheduled Castes and 
need greater inclusion in gov-
ernance.

They also pointed out that 
despite previous efforts during 
Congress rule representation 
has not been fully implement-
ed and urged Chief Minister 
designates and senior leaders 
including Mallikarjun Kharge 

Rahul Gandhi and Siddara-
maiah to ensure fair political 
justice.

They warned that lack of 
representation could affect fu-
ture elections and urged equal 
distribution of political power 
including ministerial berths 
Social Welfare Department 
leadership and ticket allocation 
in upcoming elections.

The leaders said Madigas 
play a decisive role in many 
assembly constituencies and 
strongly supported the Con-
gress party in the last elections 
expecting internal reservation 
reforms and fair treatment in 
political representation across 
the state.

They urged AICC president 
Mallikarjun Kharge Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
Chief Minister designate D K 
Shivakumar and senior leader 
Siddaramaiah to take a fair de-
cision and provide adequate 
ministerial and legislative rep-
resentation to the Madiga com-
munity without delay ensuring 
social justice and equality in 
the political system of Karna-
taka at the earliest possible 
stage in governance and elec-
tions in Karnataka state politics 
system.

VITLA

At Odiyoor Gurudev Vidy-
apeetha school inauguration 
ceremony held at Odiyoor 
Sansthan, Gurudevananda 
Swamiji emphasized that 
India’s development re-
quires a strong foundation 
of values-based education. 

He said that spiritual ed-
ucation should be accessi-
ble to everyone and that the 
institution is working to 
provide value-based learn-
ing through a Gurukul 
model. He stressed that 
while technology is essen-
tial, spirituality must also 
grow alongside it to shape 
responsible and ethical cit-
izens. 

Sadhvi Matanandamayi 
blessed the gathering and 
noted that the campus has 
regained vitality after two 
months, and that teachers 
play a crucial role in stu-
dents’ success. The man-
agement highlighted that 
personality development is 
central to education and 
that disciplined cultured 
students are essential for 
building a strong nation. 

New students were 
warmly welcomed with 
garlands and meritorious 
SSLC students along with 
their parents and teachers 
were honoured for their 
achievements. Various dig-
nitaries including Lokanath 
Shetty Taalippady and Sa-
ritha Lokanath Shetty par-
ticipated in the event. The 
program was hosted by 
teacher Shekhar Shetty Ba-
yaru with welcome address 
by headmistress Renuka S. 
Rai and vote of thanks by 
teacher Hemavati. 

Overall the event high-
lighted the institution’s 
commitment to combining 
modern education with tra-
ditional values aiming to 
prepare students for both 
technological advancement 
and moral responsibility in 
society. Speakers reiterated 
that schools should nurture 
discipline compassion and 
innovation together so that 
students become capable 
citizens contributing to na-
tional progress. 

Madiga leaders demand 
fair political representation

‘Spirituality and 
technology must 
grow together’

KALABURAGI

In Kalaburagi, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) staged a 
large protest against the state 
government’s decision to with-
draw certain criminal cases 
linked to the 2022 Ladle 
Mashak Dargah incident. The 
demonstration was led by BJP 
state president B. Y. Vijayendra 
and held near the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office.

The protest began at the 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel circle, 
where party leaders and work-
ers gathered in large numbers.

BJP holds 
protest over case 
withdrawal issue

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

Even as Mysuru prides itself on 
its dependable drinking water 
supply, the city’s water utility is 
battling a growing financial cri-
sis.

A staggering ₹209.17 crore in 
unpaid water bills from govern-
ment departments, commercial 
establishments, industries and 
domestic consumers has left the 
Mysuru City Corporation 
(MCC) under severe financial 
strain.

The dues pertain to water 
supplied by the Vani Vilas Wa-
ter Works (VVWW) division, 
which manages drinking water 
distribution across the city. Of-
ficials warn that the mounting 
arrears are hampering mainte-
nance works and delaying infra-
structure upgrades needed to 
meet the demands of a growing 
city.

Of the total pending amount, 
government departments owe 
₹41.04 crore, while commercial 
establishments, industries and 
domestic consumers account 
for ₹168.13 crore.

Among government agen-
cies, the Railway Department 
tops the list with outstanding 
dues of ₹20.83 crore, followed 
by the City Police Department 
(₹8.52 crore) and the Education 
Department (₹3.33 crore). Oth-
er defaulters include the District 
Police, Health Department, So-
cial Welfare Department, Public 
Works Department, Mysuru 
University, KPTCL, KMF and 
several other agencies.

Domestic consumers consti-
tute the largest category of de-
faulters, accounting for ₹129.66 
crore, while under-construction 
buildings owe ₹17.22 crore, 
commercial establishments 
₹13.24 crore, and industries 
₹5.44 crore.

Citizens Express Concern
Local residents expressed 

concern over the impact of un-
paid dues on civic services.

“We pay our water bills reg-
ularly. It is unfair that govern-
ment departments and large 
establishments continue to ac-
cumulate huge arrears while 
essential services suffer,” said 
Ramesh Kumar, a resident of 

Vijayanagar.
“Water is a basic necessity. If 

the corporation is struggling fi-
nancially, it could affect future 
projects and maintenance 
works. Defaulters must be held 
accountable,” said homemaker 
Lakshmi Devi from Saras-
wathipuram.
Officials call for immediate 
action
VVWW officials stressed that 
supplying quality drinking wa-
ter round-the-clock involves 
significant expenditure. “Con-
tinuous water supply requires 
substantial investment in pump-
ing, treatment, maintenance and 
infrastructure. Every consumer 
and institution must fulfil their 
responsibility by clearing pend-
ing dues,” a senior VVWW of-
ficial said.Another corporation 
official noted, “Recovering the 
outstanding amount will greatly 
strengthen the city’s water in-
frastructure and improve ser-
vice delivery. A focused recov-
ery drive is essential.”

Civic observers believe the 
MCC must launch a special 
campaign to recover long-pend-

ing dues and take strict action 
against chronic defaulters. 

With rising operational costs 
and growing arrears, Mysuru’s 
water management system fac-
es increasing pressure.

Unless prompt recovery mea-
sures are initiated, officials fear 
the financial burden on the cor-
poration could deepen further, 
affecting the sustainability of 
the city’s drinking water supply 
network.

Mysuru water utility under financial strain

Special drive soon
MCC Commissioner Shaikh 

Tanveer Asif told City Hilights 
that a special water adalat will 

be held in all zones soon for 
the speedy recovery of the 

pending water bills. The citi-
zens have complaints about 

the excess billing, non-working 
of water meters and other is-
sues that needs to be sorted 

out on priority. After address-
ing the grievances of the citi-

zens, the Mysuru City Corpora-
tion would speed up the collec-
tion drive. Since water is an es-

sential commodity, it cannot 
be disconnected to the de-

faulters.
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Farmer ID registration gathers pace in coastal Karnataka
BANTWAL

The Agriculture Department 
has intensified efforts to com-
plete enrolment under the 
Centre’s Farmer ID pro-
gramme, as over 1.18 lakh 
farmers in Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi districts are yet to 
register.

The Farmer ID system has 
been made mandatory to ac-
cess several agricultural wel-
fare schemes and financial 
assistance programmes. While 
a large number of farmers 
have already completed regis-
tration, a significant section 

still remains outside the data-
base.

According to data released 
by the department, 1,39,119 
farmers in Dakshina Kannada 
and 1,29,619 farmers in Udupi 
have successfully registered 
under the scheme. However, 
69,526 farmers in Dakshina 

Kannada and 49,163 in Udupi 
are yet to obtain their Farmer 
IDs.

The digital identification 
initiative is part of the Union 
Government’s AgriStack pro-
gramme, aimed at building a 
comprehensive national data-
base of farmers. It integrates 

land records, Aadhaar details 
and bank account information 
to enable transparent and di-
rect transfer of benefits.

Officials have warned that 
schemes such as PM-Kisan, 
crop insurance, drought relief 
and other subsidies may in-
creasingly require Farmer ID 
authentication. Farmers who 
fail to register risk being ex-
cluded from such government 
support in the future.

Agriculture Department offi-
cials said multiple challenges 
have slowed down the registra-
tion process. Many farmers are 
currently living outside their 

native villages in other states or 
abroad, while others remain un-
aware of the registration re-
quirements.The process in-
volves e-KYC verification, 
Aadhaar-linked mobile authen-
tication and digital consent sub-
mission, requiring farmers to 
visit registration centres in per-
son. Registration facilities have 
been set up at Raitha Samparka 
Kendras, Grama One centres 
and government offices across 
the region. Officials have urged 
remaining farmers to complete 
the process at the earliest to 
avoid disruption in accessing 
welfare benefits.

GOVERNMENT WELFARE ACCESS

QUICK READ

Free milk distributed 
at Nagamangal  
AIIMS Hospital

Public auction planned 
for unused materials 

Sri Ganapati Temple 
anniversary on June 05 

CH NEWS, MANDYA
As part of World Milk Day 
celebrations, the Mandya 
District Milk Union distrib-
uted free milk and kits to 

patients at AIIMS Hospital 
in Nagamangala taluk. 

Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Shivakumar said World 

Milk Day highlights impor-
tance of milk and its 

health benefits, noting it 
provides essential protein. 

Sat Kirtinath Swamiji of 
Adichunchanagiri Math 

said many people do not 
understand the value of 

milk and should include it 
in daily diet for better 

health. Union officials Ap-
paj Gowda, Lakshmi 

Narayan, Manamul officer 
Prapul, Prashantha, 

Sub-Inspector Ravikumar 
and Principal Ravi also at-

tended the programme. 
Officials praised the event 

for promoting health 
awareness locally.

CH NEWS, GADAG
The Gadag Zilla 

Panchayat has decided to 
dispose of unused mate-
rials through a public auc-
tion after assessing their 
value. The Government 
Industrial Training Insti-

tute principal has been di-
rected to inspect the 

items and fix the qualify-
ing price. A report has 
been submitted after 

evaluation of the scrap 
materials found in the of-
fice premises. The auction 

will be held on 12 June 
2026 at 12 noon in the Zil-

la Panchayat Hall. The 
items can be inspected 
during office hours. For 

more information, people 
may contact the Zilla 

Panchayat office as stat-
ed by Deputy Secretary C 
R Mundaragi in an official 

statement.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
The 13th anniversary of Sri 

Kshipra Prasad Maha 
Ganapati Temple in Chi-
tradurga will be held on 

June 5 and 6 at Dhavalagi-
ri Layout. The two-day 

event will include religious 
rituals such as swasthi pu-
nyahavachana, panchaga-

vya homa, rudrabhishek, 
and maha mangalarati. 

Devotees will participate 
in prayers and receive 

prasad after rituals. On 
June 5 evening, a musical 

program will be presented 
by Hansgana Kala Balaga 

led by K Gangadhar fol-
lowed by distribution of 

teertha prasad. On June 6, 
special rituals including 

Navagraha homa, poorna-
huti, and decoration of the 
deity will take place. Local 
children will present cul-

tural programmes in 
evening there.

New bridge brings hope to rural villages
The MLA assured priority for rural development in Bidar South, focusing on roads, bridges, water, education, and health

BIDAR

A new bridge near Sindhola 
village in Bidar South constit-
uency has brought relief to 
more than forty villages.

The bridge constructed at a 
cost of about seven crore rupee 
s near Sindhola village was in-
augurated as a long-awaited 
solution for people facing pro 
blems during the rainy season.

Speaking at the event, Bidar 
South MLA Dr Shailendra 
Beldale said the bridge has 
ended years of hardship for 
nearly forty villages and im-

proved access for farmers and 
students.

Villagers and farmers said 
the bridge has made travel eas-
ier during monsoon and solved 
a long standing problem of dis-

connected villages that affect-
ed daily life education and 
healthcare.

The MLA assured that prior-
ity will be given to rural devel-
opment projects including 

roads bridges drinking water 
education and health to im-
prove living standards in Bidar 
South constituency.

Leaders villagers and offi-
cials attended the inauguration 
and expressed happiness over 
the completion of the bridge 
which they said will transform 
daily life in the region. It will 
help farmers reach their lands 
students reach schools and pa-
tients reach hospitals especial-
ly during heavy rains when 
connectivity becomes difficult 
across villages in Bidar South 
area. Farmers said the new 

bridge has reduced travel time 
and improved safety while also 
supporting agricultural trade 
and daily movement between 
surrounding villages during 
monsoon season. 

The project costing about 
seven crore rupees is seen as an 
important step in rural infra-
structure development and is 
expected to support education 
health services and local econ-
omy in the coming years. Local 
residents expressed gratitude to 
the MLA for fulfilling a long 
pending demand and said the 
bridge has brought a major 

change in their lives by con-
necting villages that were earli-
er cut off during rainy season. 
They added that earlier they 
faced serious difficulties in ed-
ucation transport and medical 
emergencies but now the bridge 
has made life easier and safer 
for all surrounding villages in 
Bidar South constituency. Offi-
cials and villagers said the 
bridge will remain a symbol of 
development and cooperation in 
the region for many years ahead 
further development works will 
continue to improve rural con-
nectivity and livelihoods.

UDUPI

The Karnataka State Pollution 
Control Board is examining a 
proposal to impose an environ-
mental compensation penalty 
of ₹9.49 crore on the Udupi 
City Municipal Council over 
alleged violations in the func-
tioning of its Nittur Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP).

The recommendation fol-
lows a detailed inspection re-
port by the District Pollution 
Control Board, which pointed 
out deficiencies in sewage 
treatment operations, mainte-
nance practices and environ-
mental compliance between 
2017 and March 2026.

Officials said rapid urban 
expansion has added pressure 
on the city’s wastewater man-
agement system. Udupi cur-
rently has 423 apartment com-
plexes, and more than 300 are 
reportedly functioning without 
independent sewage treatment 
facilities, increasing the burden 
on the municipal STP.

The existing plant has a 
treatment capacity of 12 MLD 
and is currently handling 
around 8 MLD of wastewater. 
However, authorities have 
warned that future urban 
growth could strain the system 
unless upgrades are imple-
mented in time.

The State Pollution Control 
Board has formally registered 
the case and is expected to re-
view technical assessments 
before making a final decision 
on the proposed penalty. A key 

hearing involving the Munici-
pal Commissioner has been 
scheduled for June 9.

Municipal authorities have 
defended their position, stating 
that steps are already being 
taken to strengthen infrastruc-
ture. Commissioner Mahantesh 
Hangargi said a new 20 MLD 
sewage treatment plant is un-
der construction at an estimat-
ed cost of ₹30 crore, which is 
expected to improve wastewa-
ter management capacity.

He added that the upcoming 
facility will help address com-
pliance concerns raised by en-
vironmental authorities and 
support the city’s growing pop-
ulation needs.

The outcome of the June 9 
hearing is expected to deter-
mine the next course of action, 
including whether the pro-
posed penalty will be imposed 
or revised after review of tech-
nical and administrative re-
sponses from the civic body.

Pollution board flags 
Udupi STP violations

Officials said urban 
expansion has strained 

wastewater systems; 
over 300 of  Udupi’s 423 

apartments lack 
treatment plants, 

burdening the municipal 
STP

CHITRADURGA

District Commissioner T. 
Venkatesh has instructed offi-
cials to make complete prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
monsoon season so that farm-
ers do not face shortage of 
seeds and fertilizers in Chitra-
durga district. He said seeds 
supplied to farmers must be 
of high quality and every 
batch should pass germination 
testing before distribution 
while private dealers will also 
be closely monitored and 
strict action will be taken 
against those selling poor or 
loose seeds in the market.

He directed officials to use 
the K-Kisan software app for 
seed distribution and ensure 
farmers receive proper guid-

ance for registration, app us-
age and uploading land re-
cords without confusion 
during the monsoon season. 
He warned against artificial 
shortages and hoarding of fer-
tilizers and seeds and asked 
officials to hold preparatory 
meetings in all taluks and ver-
ify supply levels and targets 
of distributors.

Joint Director of Agricul-
ture B. Manjunath said ar-
rangements are ready and 
crops like maize, groundnut, 
ragi and togari will be culti-
vated across the district based 

on climate suitability.
Officials shared rainfall 

data showing mixed monsoon 
trends across taluks while 
some areas received above 
normal rainfall and others re-
ceived less rainfall compared 
to average levels in the early 
season.

District officials also con-
firmed that preparatory meet-
ings are being conducted and 
farmers across the district are 
already beginning land prepa-
ration and sowing activities in 
several taluks.

Chitradurga district falls 
under the central dry zone and 
has an average annual rainfall 
of about 540 millimetres with 
taluk wise variations recorded 
across the region during early 
months of the year.

More details from the meet-
ing showed that the district 
has over three lakh farmers 
and crop planning is being 
carried out carefully for the 
monsoon season. 

We are focusing on maize, 
groundnut, ragi and improved 
togari varieties suitable for 
dry zone farming conditions 
in the district. 

Officials said timely supply 
of seeds and fertilizers will be 
ensured with proper guidance 
to farmers through the K-Ki-
san app and monitoring sys-
tem. 

Senior officials including 
agriculture department staff, 
tahsildars and district level 
officers attended the meeting 
and discussed monsoon pre-
paredness measures in detail. 

DC orders monsoon prep for farmers

Officials reported mixed monsoon rainfall, with some taluks receiving above-normal rain and others 
experiencing below-average levels early in the season

SURATHKAL

The waves of the Arabian Sea 
are increasingly becoming a 
platform for sporting ambi-
tion rather than just a source 
of livelihood, as surfing gains 
strong popularity along Kar-
nataka’s coastline.

Once considered a niche 
international sport, surfing 
has now developed into a 
growing movement in coastal 
Karnataka, with Tannirbhavi 
Beach and Sasihithlu Beach 
emerging as prominent surf-
ing hubs attracting national 
attention.

The sport’s expansion has 
been driven largely by grass-
roots initiatives from surfing 

organisations and training 
academies, which have intro-
duced the activity to hundreds 
of young people, many from 
fishing families. Free coach-
ing and equipment support 
have helped remove financial 
barriers and opened new op-
portunities for coastal youth.

The ongoing NMPT Indian 
Open Surfing Championship 
at Tannirbhavi Beach high-
lights the rapid rise of the 
sport, with surfers from dif-
ferent states participating in 
competitive conditions that 
test endurance, balance and 
technical skill on the waves.

Officials associated with 
the event said surfing de-
mands a combination of phys-

ical strength, mental focus 
and deep understanding of sea 
conditions. Athletes must con-
stantly read wave patterns and 
respond quickly while per-
forming manoeuvres on mov-
ing water.

The inclusion of surfing in 
the 2026 Asian Games has 
further boosted enthusiasm 
among young surfers, making 
national-level championships 
an important stepping stone 
for those aiming to represent 
India internationally.

Participants across age cat-
egories, including juniors, 
women and senior surfers, are 
competing in structured divi-
sions that encourage wider 
participation and talent devel-

opment.
According to organisers, 

the growing popularity of 
surfing is transforming coast-
al Karnataka into a recognised 
adventure sports destination. 
What was once a recreational 
activity limited to a few en-
thusiasts is now evolving into 
a structured sporting ecosys-
tem.

With rising participation, 
institutional support and ex-
panding visibility, surfing is 
increasingly seen as a path-
way for coastal youth to pur-
sue sporting careers and 
achieve international recogni-
tion, turning the region’s 
shoreline into a launchpad for 
global dreams.

Karnataka coast surfs into global sporting spotlight

SULLIA

A series of community-led 
initiatives by Mukkooru 
Nesara Yuvaka Mandala has 
significantly improved facili-
ties at the Government Higher 
Primary School in Mukkooru, 
Peruvaje village of Sullia ta-
luk.

The youth organisation be-
gan its efforts three years ago 
with a social media campaign 
titled “Let Us Donate Note-
books,” aimed at providing 
wri ting materials for school-
children. The initial target of 
400 notebooks was achieved 
within just two days, thanks 
to contributions from former 
s tudents ,  vi l lagers  and 
well-wishers.

Encouraged by the overwhe 
lming response, the campaign 
has continued annually. This 
ye ar, although the target re-
mained 400 notebooks, dona-

tions exceeded expectations, 
enabling the distribution of 
855 noteboo ks to students. 
One donor alone sponsored 
the entire requirement for the 
school.

The surplus funds, amount-
ing to ₹25,000, were used to 
install an inverter at the 
school to ensu re uninterrupt-
ed power supply. In addition, 
other donors contributed um-
brellas, lighting equi pment 
and various learning aids for 
both students and teachers. 
Earlier efforts by the group 
had also facilitated the instal-
lation of a projector for class-
room learning. Under another 
initiative titled “Our School, 
Our Contribution,” local resi-
dents contri buted additional 
infrastr ucture such as a 
hand-washing unit, ceiling 
fans, T-shirts for studen ts and 
support for a nutrition garden 
within the school premises. 

Community drives revive 
rural school in Sullia

KOLAR

A delegation of the District 
Government Primary School 
Teachers’ Association, led by 
President Anil Kumar, met 
Deputy Director of Public In-
struction (DDPI) Almas 
Parveen Taj and congratulated 
her on assuming charge.

During the meeting, the del-
egation held detailed discus-
sions on academic, administra-
tive and technical issues affect-
ing government school teachers 
across the district.

The representatives high-
lighted difficulties related to 

the KAAMS system, atten-
dance and punctuality con-
cerns, grant of Earned Leave 
for teachers who participated in 
the SC and OBC census last 
year and issues concerning 
GPT teachers. Association 
members said these challenges 
were affecting daily function-
ing of teachers and urged the 
Education Department to take 
immediate steps to resolve 
them. Responding to the dele-
gation, DDPI Almas Parveen 
Taj assured that all legitimate 
issues raised by teachers would 
be addressed on a priority ba-
sis.

KAAMS system issues raised 
by Teachers Association

KALABURAGI

Congress leaders from Gunda-
gurthi village have demanded 
that Priyank Kharge be made 
Deputy Chief Minister in the 
new cabinet.

They said Priyank Kharge 
played an important role in 
bringing Congress to power in 
the state along with Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and D K Shiva-
kumar. Supporters said he ex-
posed several corruption cases, 
including the PSI scam, during 
the previous BJP government. 
Leaders said his hard work, ad-
ministration skills and pro devel-
opment thinking helped him 
build his own political identity. 

Demand grows 
to make Priyank 
Kharge as DCM

Chitradurga Gears Up for Monsoon; Officials 
Told to Ensure Seed, Fertiliser Availability

CHITRADURGA
 

Chitradurga district has com-
pleted extensive preparations 
for the upcoming monsoon sea-
son, with Deputy Commissioner 
T. Venkatesh directing officials 
to ensure the timely supply of 
quality seeds and fertilisers to 
farmers across the district.

Chairing a district-level Task 
Force meeting on Tuesday, Ven-
katesh stressed that there should 
be no shortage of agricultural 
inputs during the sowing sea-
son. He instructed officials to 
closely monitor the quality of 
seeds supplied through both 
government agencies and pri-
vate dealers, making germina-

tion testing mandatory before 
distribution.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also warned against the sale of 
substandard or loose seeds and 
called for strict action against 
violators. He urged agriculture 
officers to maintain accurate 
data on seed distribution and 
crop patterns across taluks to 
help address any future farmer 
grievances.

This year, seed distribution 
will be carried out through the 
K-Kisan mobile application. 
Officials have been directed to 
assist farmers with registration, 
uploading land records and 
completing the digital applica-
tion process to avoid technical 
difficulties.

Joint Director of Agriculture 
B. Manjunath said adequate 
stocks of seeds and fertilisers 
have been arranged across the 
district’s 189 gram panchayats, 
22 hoblis and 1,009 villages. He 
added that sowing is expected 
to cover up to 30,000 hectares 
of millets, 1 lakh hectares of 
maize and over 1.15 lakh hect-
ares of groundnut.CHCH
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Disaster management meet stresses coordination
MADIKERI

District Commissioner S J 
Somashekar directed officials 
assigned for disaster manage-
ment to work in coordination 
and revisit their jurisdiction 
to take necessary precaution-
ary measures during mon-
soon season.

He instructed officials to 
visit flood and landslide 
prone areas, shift people to 
care centers during heavy 
rain, check school and An-
ganwadi buildings, and en-
sure daily weather updates 
are shared with the public.

Officials and department 
heads discussed emergency 
funding, infrastructure repair, 
and coordination under 
NDRF guidelines. 

CEO Anand Prakash Mee-
na stre ssed release of funds 
to Gram Panchayats and stre 
ngthening safety of school 
buildings. Police Superinten-
dent Bindumani instructed 

inter department coordina-
tion, warning systems, and 
precaution in flood and land-
slide zones. 

TP EO Shekhar reported 
relief measures, food kits dis-
tribution, relocation of fami-
lies, and monitoring of sensi-
tive areas. Engineers and of-
ficials were directed to clear 
drains, maintain electricity 

poles, stock medicines, and 
prevent misinformation. Au-
thorities also highlighted 
road repair delays, JCB avai 
lability, volunteer support, 
fuel supply issues, and  
relocation of six families 
near Koyanadu area. Offi-
cials also emphasized regular 
inspection of highways and 
installation of warning sign-
boards in disaster prone 
stretches. 

They said electricity trans-
formers and poles must be 
monitored continuously to 
avoid accidents during heavy 
rainfall periods. Health offi-

cials were asked to keep pri-
mary health centers stocked 
with essential medicines to 
prevent disease spread. 

Authorities stressed that all 
officials must coordinate 
with local volunteers and 
maintain updated contact in-
formation. 

They further warned that 
failure to complete pending 
disaster related works would 
not be accepted in future. 
Meeting concluded with ap-
proval of coordinated disas-
ter preparedness plans across 
Kodagu district for monsoon 
safety measures.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANNING

QUICK READ

Rs 15 crore released for 
NREGA works

Power disruption 
announced for 
Madikeri areas 

Guruvandana program 
scheduled on June 6-7

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPU-
RA

Chikkaballapura district 
has received Rs 15.39 

crore for NREGA material 
cost under the govern-
ment scheme aimed at 

rural employment genera-
tion. It supports providing 
100 days of guaranteed 

work annually to unskilled 
labour families with equal 

daily wage of Rs 370 for 
men and women. Officials 

said the scheme helps 
create rural assets and 

encourages more job days 
in villages. Gram 

panchayats are instructed 
to prioritise material pay-
ments on a first in first out 

basis for ongoing works. 
CEO Dr Y Naveen Bhat 

urged people to actively 
participate and take full 

benefit of the NREGA pro-
gramme in the district.

CH NEWS, MADIKERI
Maintenance work on the 
F1 Parane feeder of Mur-
nadu 33/11 KV sub-sta-

tion will be carried out on 
June 4 from 10 am to 5 

pm, leading to power dis-
ruption in several areas of 
Madikeri taluk. The supply 

will be affected in Bala-
muri, Parane, Bavali, Kai-

kadu, Kirandadu, Edapala, 
Kadanga, Karada, 

Cheyyandane, Chelawara, 
Marandoda, Kokeri and 

surrounding villages Exec-
utive Engineer Ram-

achandra of the mainte-
nance department has 
requested the public to 

cooperate during the 
shutdown for essential 

works and ensure uninter-
rupted future supply in 

the region as a precaution 
measure said officials in a 

statement issued today 
for public awareness and 

safety reasons.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
The Sri Niranjanaswamy 
Gaddigge Trust will or-

ganise Guruvandana pro-
grams for Sri Alak Niran-
janaswamy, Sri Satyappa 

Swamy, and Sri Egalu 
Swamy on June 6 and 7 at 

Avadoota Peetha in 
Bachhaboranahatti vil-
lage, Chitradurga taluk. 

The event will be held in 
the premises of Shivapura 

Sukshetra Basavanna 
Temple. Religious leaders 
and devotees will partici-
pate in the programme, 

with puja rituals led by Sri 
Niranjanaswamy’s disci-

ple Iranna Swamy. On 
June 6 evening, Ganga 

Puja and Akhand Bhajan 
will be conducted, fol-

lowed by a late-night dis-
course. On June 7, a pro-

cession and final worship 
at the sacred throne will 

take place with devotees’ 
participation there.

DAVANAGERE

Anger has erupted in Davana-
gere Congress after a viral au-
dio allegedly involving former 
minister Zameer Ahmed and 
Mohammed Siraj sparked con-
troversy. KPCC General Sec-
retary D. Basavaraj said Za-
meer Ahmed should be ex-
pelled from the party over the 
viral audio issue and demand-
ed strict action.

Former mayor Chaman Saab 
challenged Zameer Ahmed to 
prove innocence and take oath 
at a chosen place if the audio is 
false. Basavaraj alleged that 
SDPI related activities and 
money distribution were raised 
in the audio and demanded fo-
rensic investigation and FSL 
analysis while suggesting vol-
untary tests for clarity.

Srinivas Dasakariappa said 
allegations in the audio are 
false stating he met Siraj once 
and denied any election deal or 
involvement with Zameer 
Ahmed. Party leaders have 
submitted complaints seeking 
investigation and urged author-
ities to verify the viral audio 
through proper technical and 

legal examination.
Leaders also raised concerns 

about election time money dis-
tribution claims mentioned in 
the audio and called for  
accountability from all individ-
uals involved. 

Chaman Saab and supporters 
insisted that if the allegations 
are false the concerned leaders 
should publicly clarify and 
take oath to prove honesty.

Srinivas Dasakariappa  
further clarified that he has  
no direct connection with the 
accused leaders and urged in-
vestigation into the origin of 
the viral audio clip. Party  
functionaries said the matter 
has created political tension in 
Davanagere and they expect 
higher authorities to take ap-
propriate steps after verifica-
tion.

Officials said the complaint 
has been forwarded for techni-
cal analysis and law enforce-
ment agencies may examine 
the authenticity of the audio 
recording. The leaders reiterat-
ed that internal discipline and 
transparency are essential for 
strengthening public trust in 
the party during sensitive polit-
ical situations.

Senior Congress members 
said they will await forensic 
results and party high com-
mand direction before taking 
further disciplinary decisions 
while urging calm among 
workers and supporters in Da-
vanagere district. 

They said unity is important 
until truth is established and 
appealed to avoid spreading 
unverified information further 
on social media.

Congress leaders demand 
action over viral audio

Srinivas Dasakariappa denied audio allegations, saying he met Siraj once and 
had no election deal or involvement

VIJAYAPURA

Farmers and members of 
Akhand Karnataka Raitha 
Sangha staged a protest in Vi-
jayapura district against the 
unscientific release of crop 
insurance compensation under 
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana. They gathered 
near the insurance company 
office and submitted a petition 
to the Joint Director of the Ag-
riculture Department and the 
District Collector office staff.

Akhand Karnataka Raitha 
Sangha state president Arvind 
Kulkarni said that during the 
2025 and 26 monsoon season, 
farmers in the district had paid 
crop insurance premiums to 
Oriental Insurance Company, 
a government recognized in-
surer in Vijayapura district. 
Due to heavy rains throughout 

the district during the mon-
soon season, standing crops 
were washed away, causing 
major losses to farmers. In 
such an emergency, the gov-
ernment and the designated 
insurance company have the 
responsibility to support farm-
ers and provide relief through 
crop insurance. According to 
officials, a joint survey was 
conducted as per district ad-
ministration order and insurers 
were directed to pay 25 per-
cent of assessed crop loss 

compensation.
The farmers said that despite 

the order, the insurance com-
pany released only 1,000 to 
2,800 rupees per acre instead 
of the expected amount of 
around 5,000 rupees under the 
25 percent interim compensa-
tion rule. This led to strong 
dissatisfaction among farmers 
who demanded a review of the 
process and fair payment as 
per government norms to all 
affected farmers. 

They urged that at least five 
thousand rupees per acre 
should be released as interim 
compensation and that the sys-
tem should be made transpar-
ent and scientific. Insurance 
company district in charge 
Sampath Kumar visited protest 
site and assured remaining 
compensation would be re-
leased by June 15.

Arvind Kulkarni said 
farmers insured crops 

with Oriental Insurance 
suffered losses due to 
heavy rains, and a joint 

survey ordered 25% 
compensation payment

Vijayapura Farmers Demand 
Fair Insurance Payout

CHITRADURGA

District Water and Sanitation 
Mission meeting was held at 
the Zilla Panchayat Hall in Chi-
tradurga on Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of GP CEO Dr. 
Akash, where key decisions on 
drinking water works were dis-
cussed and approved.

Dr. Akash instructed officials 
to prioritize reboring of 10 per-
cent of low yielding borewells 
in each taluk and prepare action 
plans, stressing that new bore-
wells should be avoided unless 
necessary and groundwater 
conservation must be strength-
ened through recharge and rain-
water harvesting projects.

A total grant of Rs 2 crore un 
der the emergency drinking wa-
ter scheme has been released to 
six taluks, and the CEO directed 
that action plans must be appro 
ved by local MLAs without de-
lay for timely implementation.

Under the approved plan, 
works were sanctioned across 
Challakere, Chitradurga, Hiri-
yur, Hosadurga, Holalkere and 
Molakalmuru taluks, including 
new borewells, reboring, pipe-
lines, pump motors, flushing 
works and tanker supply arran 
gements to address drinking wa 
ter needs. Officials said Chal-
lakere received Rs 30 lakh with 
18 works, Chitradurga Rs 30 
lakh with 19 works, Hiriyur Rs 
40 lakh with multiple borewell 
and pipeline projects, Hosadur-
ga Rs 30 lakh, Holalkere Rs 40 
lakh, and Molakalmuru Rs 30 
lakh, all approved in the meet-
ing. Senior officials including 
Babu, Jayalakshmi, Amarnath 
Jain, Manjunath, Diwakar and 

other department representa-
tives attended the meeting and 
supported the implementation 
of drinking water projects acro 
ss the district. CEO Dr Akash 
emphasized that without inclu-
sion of 10 percent reboring pla 
ns in future proposals, no new 
works will be approved, and 
officials were instructed to con-
vince elected representatives 
about groundwater conserva-
tion, efficient use of funds, and 
timely execution of all appro 
ved drinking water supply wor 
ks in every taluk of the district. 

Meeting concluded with ap-
proval of all action plans and 
focus on sustainable water man-
agement across drought prone 
regions in district. Authorities 
also noted that monitoring me-
cha nisms will be strengthened 
to ensure transparency, quality 
execution, and timely comple-
tion of all sanctioned water sup-
ply projects across district.

Chitradurga district approves 
two crore water projects

2 crore emergency drinking water grant released to six taluks, with 
CEO directing MLA-approved action plans for quick implementation

VIJAYAPURA

Former minister and Basavan 
Bagevadi MLA Shivananda S 
Patil should be made Deputy 
Chief Minister in the new cab-
inet and given Medical Educa-
tion portfolio, demanded Anil 
Hosamani and Layappa Ingale 
o f  G a n g a d h a r  K o r a l l i 
Pratishthan.

He said Shivananda S Patil 
earlier served as Health and 
Family Welfare Minister and 
made strong contribution to 
state health system.

He developed Mother and 
Child Hospital and Trauma 

Center at Vijayapura District 
Hospital and improved facilities 
by providing water connection 
from Tajbavadi and upgraded 
the hospital to a model hospital 
and strengthened taluk hospitals 
with basic services. Leaders 
said he also served as Minister 
of Agricultural Produce Market, 
Sugarcane and Textiles in the 
previous Siddaramaiah govern-
ment and implemented pro 
farmer and pro people pro-
grammes. They urged the Con-
gress high command to consid-
er him for Deputy Chief Minis-
ter in the new cabinet with 
Medical Education portfolio. 

Demand raised for Shivananda 
Patil’s ministerial post

UDUPI

Residents under Kalyanpura 
Gr am Panchayat limits have 
renewed their demand for im-
mediate repair of the severely 
da maged Nidamballi-Kota 
road, citing years of neglect 
and growing inconvenience to 
daily commuters.

The 1.5 to 2-km stretch con-
necting Nazareth House on 
the Kota road to Nidamballi 
Junction has deteriorated sig-
nifican tly over the past two 
decades. The asphalt laid 
nearly 20 years ago has com-
pletely worn out, leaving the 
road filled with large potholes.

With the onset of the mon-
soon, rainwater collects in the 
craters, turning the stretch into 
a muddy and hazardous route 
for motorists. Locals say the 
situation worsens during 
heavy rains, making travel ex-
tremely difficult and unsafe.

Residents alleged that re-
peated appeals to authorities 
and elected representatives 
have not resulted in any con-
crete action. They claim that 
officials often cite lack of 

funds, while public represen-
tatives have shown limited 
urgency in addressing the is-
sue. 

Two-wheeler riders are 
among the most affected, with 
several minor accidents re-
ported due to skidding while 
trying to avoid potholes. 
Commuters say navigating 
the stretch has become in-
creasingly risky, particularly 
during wet weather condi-
tions.

Auto-rickshaw drivers, who 
frequently use the route, also 
face financial strain due to 
rising vehicle maintenance 
costs. Continuous damage 
caused by the poor road con-
dition has led to frequent tyre 
replacements and increased 
servicing expenses.

Former Gram Panchayat 
president Nagaraj said that a 
proposal has already been 
prepared to upgrade the road 
into a concrete stretch. 

However, he noted that the 
project has been delayed due 
to the non-availability of  
government grants during his 
tenure. 

Udupi villagers seek urgent 
repair of Nidamballi-Kota road

ALMATTI

Almatti tourism has turned ex-
pensive after a recent revision 
in entry charges, sparking 
widespread debate among visi-
tors and local stakeholders. The 
Krishna Bhagya Jala Nigam 
(KBJNL) has revised ticket 
prices across various attrac-
tions, including Rock Garden, 
Krishna Garden, Lav-Kusha 
Garden, Musical Fountain, and 
other recreational zones spread 
over the 77-acre complex.

Under the new structure, the 
daily revenue from entry fees is 
estimated at ₹1.17 lakh. Addi-
tionally, revenue from the water 
park is expected to bring in ₹60 
lakh annually, while boating 
activities will contribute around 
₹11 lakh per year. Overall, the 
site has been leased for a record 
annual contract value of ₹4.26 
crore, the highest bid received 
so far.

Officials stated that the re-
vised pricing is part of an effort 
to improve revenue generation 
and maintain the large tourism 
infrastructure. However, the 
increase in entry fees has trig-

gered dissatisfaction among 
tourists and photographers, 
who argue that the pricing is 
becoming unaffordable for 
common visitors.

The ticket structure now sets 
entry at ₹15 for children and 
₹30 for adults in the Rock Gar-
den, while other major attrac-
tions have higher rates of up to 
₹60 for adults. Children above 
six years are charged full entry 
fees, while only those below 
three years are exempt. Many 
visitors have raised concerns 
that the classification of chil-
dren differs from standard 
transport norms, where conces-
sions are provided up to 12 
years.

Photographers have also pro-
tested the hike in photoshoot 
charges, which have been fixed 
at ₹2,000 per couple for shoots 
inside and outside the gardens. 
Earlier, the rate was ₹1,000, 
though separate entry fees were 
still applicable. They argue that 
despite the increased charges, 
basic facilities such as chang-
ing rooms are inadequate, forc-
ing couples to struggle during 
shoots.

Almatti tourism becomes 
costly after fee revision

KARWAR

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sajid Mulla has 
directed officials to strength-
en efforts to eliminate child 
labour and juvenile labour in 
the district. He was speaking 
while presiding over the Dis-
trict Child Labour Project 
Society meeting, district lev-
el task force meeting, exec-
utive committee meeting 
and advisory committee 
meeting held at the District 
Commissioner’s Office Hall.

He said strict action will 
be taken against those emplo 
ying child labour through in-
spections by teams from dif-
ferent departments, and legal 
action will follow as per law. 
He added that depar tmental 
coordination is necessary, 
and taluk level meetings sho 
uld be held every thr ee mon 
ths to review progress and in 
crease awareness on the Chi 
ld Labour Prohibition Act.

Bovi community seeks 
ministerial posts

MAGADI

A delegation from the Bovi 
community in Magadi has 
urged senior Congress leaders 
to consider ministerial berths 
for A.C. Srinivas and H.C. Bal-
akrishna in the new state cabi-
net. Bovi community leaders 
led by president B.T. Venkatesh 
said both MLAs are capable of 
improving development in the 
district and representing back-
ward communities effectively.

A.C. Srinivas, who represents 
Pulikeshinagar constituency, 
has previously served as Zilla 
Panchayat president and played 
an active role in Congress or-
ganisation and party work. H.C. 
Balakrishna, MLA from Maga-
di, is known for working on the 
overall development of the ta-
luk, and leaders say giving min-
isterial posts to both will benefit 
the district.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Magadi, the community 
urged Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar to take a 
positive decision while also 
congratulating party leadership. 
They expressed hope that the 
request would be considered 
soon for the development of 
backward communities and the 
region. Several leaders and 
community members including 
Ramesh Mangallu, Tirumal Ra-
makrishnappa, Govindaraju, 
Nagaraju, Belagwadi Chan-
nigappa, Gattipur Siddaling, 
Arali Katte Siddaling, Hanuma-
pur Rajanna and others attended 
the meeting and supported the 
demand unanimously. Leaders 
said the move would strengthen 
representation of backward 
communities and help ensure 
better development outcomes 
across Ramanagara district. 

Officials urge 
action against 
child labour 

system

HUNSUR 

Villagers from many villages 
in Hunsur taluk protested in 
front of the Taluk BEO office 
opposing the KPS Magnet 
project and demanding that 
nearby government schools 
should not be merged with 
Gurupura and Kattemalalawa-
di KPS schools. 

They gathered under the 
leadership of AIDSO and the 
Publ ic  Educat ion Save  
Committee and raised con-
cerns about closure of rural 
schools. 

After the protest they sub-
mitted a petition to the Field 
Education Officers of Hunsur, 
Kala Nayak. The officials ac-
cepted the petition and as-
sured the villagers that no 
government schools would be 
merged or closed.

Villagers protest 
KPS school merger 

plan in Hunsur
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Hyderabad 

land fetches
 Rs 204 crore acre

Court jails
 elderly man 
for assault

Burglar steals tablet 
from Punjab National 

Bank

Hyderabad
Land prices in Hydera-

bad’s Raidurgam IT corri-
dor continue to rise 

sharply, with a 5.09-acre 
plot sold for Rs 204 crore 
per acre in an e-auction 
conducted by the Telan-

gana Industrial Infrastruc-
ture Corporation (TGIIC). 
Hyderabad-based Vam-
siram Builders purchased 
the land for Rs 1,038.36 

crore, 46.8 per cent above 
the minimum price set by 

the government. TGIIC 
said the auction of two 

plots in the area generat-
ed Rs 2,529 crore in reve-

nue. Land prices in Rai-
durgam have increased by 
42 per cent compared to 

last year.

Hyderabad
A Hyderabad court sen-

tenced a 70-year-old man 
to 20 years in prison for 

sexually assaulting a mi-
nor girl in May 2023. The 
XII Additional Sessions 
Judge found him guilty 

under the IPC and POC-
SO Act. The man lured 

the girl into his shop, as-
saulted her, showed ob-

scene material, and 
threatened her. The victim 
told her uncle, leading to 
a police complaint. The 

court also imposed a fine 
of  5,000. 

Hoshiarpur
A burglar broke into a 
Punjab National Bank 

branch in Uchi Bassi vil-
lage near Dasuya on Mon-
day night, apparently in-

tending to steal cash. 
However, the intruder 

failed to locate or access 
the bank’s strong room 
and left without taking 

any money. The break-in 
came to light when local 

residents noticed damage 
to an iron window grille 

and informed police. Sen-
ior manager Nikhil Bhagat 

said bank officials re-
viewed CCTV footage af-
ter reaching the branch. 
Authorities confirmed 

that no cash was stolen, 
but a digital tablet was 
taken by the accused.

Karnataka Government                                                   (An Autonomous Institution)
KARWAR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, KARWAR
No: KRIMS/e-Tender/2026-27                                                     Date: 30.05.2026
Tender Notification (through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)
Sl.No.1: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/207/2026-27, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Tele-Reporting of CT, MRI Scans to KRIMS, Karwar. Tender 
Commencement Date: 02.06.2026, Last date for uploading tender forms: 
18.06.2026 before 5.00 pm.
Sl.No.2: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/208/2026-27, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Supply of Stationary Items to KRIMS, Karwar. Tender 
Commencement Date: 02.06.2026, Last date for uploading tender 
forms: 18.06.2026 before 5.00 pm.
Sl.No.3: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/189/2025-26/Call-4, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Call-4 tender is invited to run a Canteen on Rental Basis at 
KRIMS, Karwar. Tender Commencement Date: 02.06.2026, Last date for 
uploading tender forms: 18.06.2026 before 5.00 pm 
Sl.No.4: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/197/2025-26/Call-2, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Call-2 tender for Supply of Diet prepared food to In-patients 
of KRIMS Hospital for 1 year. Tender Commencement Date: 03.06.2026, 
Last date for uploading tender forms: 20.06.2026 before 5.00 pm
Sl.No.5: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/209/2026-27, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Supply of TAB and Various Instruments to Paramedical 
Students under SCP/TSP Scheme to KRIMS, Karwar. Tender 
Commencement Date: 03.06.2026, Last date for uploading tender 
forms: 20.06.2026 before 5.00 pm.
Sl.No.6: Tender No: KRIMS/e-Tender/210/2026-27, Date: 30.05.2026, 
Tender Name: Supply of Paramedical Courses Books under SCP/TSP 
Scheme to KRIMS, Karwar. Tender Commencement Date: 03.06.2026, 
Last date for uploading tender forms: 20.06.2026 before 5.00 pm.
   The details of above e-tender can be obtained from website http://
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 

Sd/- Director 
KARWAR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL 

SCIENCES, KARWAR
DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/170/26-27 dt.  
01.06.2026
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India rejects Pak-EU 
remarks on J&K

India reaffirmed that Jammu and Kashmir is an internal 
matter and rejected outside comments.

NEW DELHI
 

India on Tuesday firmly re-
jected references to Jammu 
and Kashmir made in the joint 
statement issued after the 
eighth Pakistan-European 
Union Strategic Dialogue 
held in Islamabad. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said the com-
ments were unwarranted and 
concerned a matter that is en-
tirely internal to India.

Speaking at a weekly media 
briefing in New Delhi, MEA 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
responded to questions about 
the joint communique, which 
mentioned that Pakistan had 
briefed the European Union 
on the Jammu and Kashmir 
issue during the dialogue.

Jaiswal said India categori-
cally rejects such references 
and reiterated that the Union 
Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh are inte-
gral and inalienable parts of 

the country. He stated that 
those who have no standing 
on the matter should refrain 
from making comments on it.

The statement reflected In-
dia’s long-standing position 
that Jammu and Kashmir is an 
internal issue and not a sub-
ject for international discus-
sion. New Delhi has repeated-
ly maintained that no foreign 
country or organisation has 
any role in matters related to 
the region.

India also viewed the latest 
development as another at-
tempt by Pakistan to interna-
tionalise the Jammu and 

Kashmir issue. Over the 
years, India has consistently 
opposed efforts by Pakistan to 
raise the matter at internation-
al forums.

Last week, India also re-
jected references to Jammu 
and Kashmir in a China-Paki-
stan joint statement issued 
after talks in Beijing. 

New Delhi reiterated that 
Jammu and Kashmir and La-
dakh are inseparable parts of 
India and said no foreign 
country has the right to com-
ment on the issue, urging all 
parties to respect India's sov-
ereignty.

India rejects 3rd party 
role in boundary

NEW DELHI
 

India on Tuesday firmly stat-
ed that there is no role for 
any third party in matters re-
lated to the India-Nepal 
boundary and stressed that all 
outstanding issues should be 
resolved through bilateral 
mechanisms.

Addressing a weekly me-
dia briefing, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal responded to 
recent remarks made by Ne-
pal Prime Minister Balendra 
Shah regarding border issues 
between the two countries.

Jaiswal said India had tak-
en note of Shah’s comments 
and a subsequent clarification 
issued by Nepal’s Foreign 
Ministry. He pointed out that 
nearly 98 per cent of the In-
dia-Nepal boundary has al-
ready been demarcated, with 
only a few segments remain-
ing unresolved.

According to him, changes 
in the course of the Gandak 
River have created some 

boundary-related complica-
tions. He also noted instances 
of cross-border occupation 
and encroachment in demar-
cated areas, which are cur-
rently being jointly mapped 
by both countries.

Jaiswal said India and Ne-
pal already have established 
bilateral mechanisms to ad-
dress all aspects of boundary 
management. 

He emphasized that such 
matters are strictly bilateral 
and do not require the in-
volvement of any external 
party.

The statement came after 
Nepal Prime Minister Balen-
dra Shah claimed that Nepal 
had encroached on Indian 
territory in some locations, 
while also referring to India’s 
alleged occupation of areas 
claimed by Nepal. He called 
for both countries to jointly 
examine the issue.

Shah said Nepal had dis-
cussed the border issue with 
India, China and the UK, cit-
ing its colonial-era origins. 

His comments were criticised 
by opposition leaders and ex-
perts in Nepal. 

Meanwhile, MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal con-
firmed that Rastriya Swatan-
tra Party chief Rabi Lamich-
hane is in India for meetings 
with senior leaders.

India reiterated that all 
border-related matters 

with Nepal must be 
resolved bilaterally 

through existing 
mechanisms without any 
third-party involvement.

The meetings came at a time when political observers and party 
workers are closely watching his next move.

Annamalai meets BJP leaders 
amid future role speculation

NEW DELHI
 

Former Tamil Nadu BJP pres-
ident K Annamalai met Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah in 
New Delhi on Monday, add-
ing to ongoing speculation 
over his future within the par-
ty ranks.

During the visit, he also 
met BJP National President 
Nitin Nabin and senior leader 
BL Santosh. The meetings 
came at a time when political 
observers and party workers 
are closely watching his next 
move.

A day earlier, Annamalai 
responded to rumours circu-
lating on social media about 
the possibility of him leaving 
the BJP and launching a new 
political party. He said, 
“Please wait. We will sit 
down and talk in two days,” 
without offering further de-
tails.

His remarks have fuelled 
fresh discussion online, where 
supporters continue to debate 
his political plans. Ahead of 
his birthday on June 4, posters 

carrying messages such as 
“Our Leader, Come and Lead 
Us” have appeared across Co-
imbatore.

The developments come af-
ter the 2026 Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections, which pro-
duced a major political 
change in the state. TVK won 
108 seats in its first election 
and ended the long domi-
nance of the DMK and 
AIADMK alliances.

Following the victory, TVK 
leader Vijay took charge as 
the state’s Chief Minister and 
assumed office at the Secre-
tariat. Governor Arlekar also 

administered the oath to the 
new Council of Ministers 
alongside several cabinet col-
leagues.

Vijay later thanked the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu for their 
support and confidence. He 
described the change in gov-
ernment as the beginning of a 
new era focused on secular-
ism, social justice and inclu-
sive governance.

While no official announce-
ment has been made regard-
ing Annamalai’s future, his 
meetings in the national capi-
tal have attracted significant 
attention. 

Raut invites regretful 
rebels back to party

MUMBAI
 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut on Tuesday said 
leaders who left the party in 
2022 and later regretted their 
decision could return to the 
camp led by Uddhav Thacker-
ay.

Speaking to reporters, the 
Rajya Sabha member said 
those who feel they made a 
mistake by joining Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde should come 
back if they now realise they 
were misled. 

However, he also clarified 
that not all defectors would be 
welcomed back into the party.

Raut’s remarks came a day 
after former Maharashtra 
minister Abdul Sattar, a sup-
porter of Eknath Shinde, ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with 
the BJP’s treatment of the 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena. 

Sattar alleged that while 
the BJP had weakened the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv 
Sena, it was now damaging 
the Shinde faction as well, 
particularly in Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar district.

Questioning the purpose of 

the alliance, Sattar said there 
was little value in remaining 
with a partner that was grad-
ually weakening its ally. He 
also indicated support for a 
possible reunion between the 
two Shiv Sena factions.

Responding to these com-
ments, Raut rejected the 
claim that the BJP had ever 
been the “elder brother” in 
the original Shiv Sena-BJP 
alliance in Maharashtra.

 He maintained that the un-
divided Shiv Sena had always 
been the senior partner and 
alleged that the BJP could not 
accept that position.

Raut further accused the 
BJP of engineering the split 
in the Shiv Sena. He also crit-
icised the Election Commis-
sion, alleging that the Shin-
de-led faction emerged be-
cause of unfair decisions re-
garding the party’s name and 
election symbol.

He expressed confidence 
that whenever the Supreme 
Court delivers its verdict on 
the legal dispute over the 
Shiv Sena name and symbol, 
the decision will favour the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led fac-
tion. No eligible woman excluded 

from ‘Ladki Bahin’: Fadnavis
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday 
said no eligible beneficiary has 
been  removed f rom the 
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Ba-
hin Yojana, even as the govern-
ment identified large numbers 
of ineligible recipients during a 
verification drive.

Speaking after the weekly 
Cabinet meeting, Fadnavis ex-
plained that the scheme was ini-
tially launched using a self-cer-
tification system so that women 
could apply without waiting to 
gather official documents. He 
said the government later car-
ried out a detailed verification 
process by matching beneficiary 
data with records from various 
state and central databases.

According to the Chief Min-
ister, the exercise revealed sev-
eral irregularities. More than 
five lakh beneficiaries were 
found to be government em-
ployees, while nearly ten lakh 
women had annual incomes 
above the scheme’s eligibility 
limit of Rs 2.5 lakh. Authorities 

also discovered that around 
14,000 men had wrongly re-
ceived benefits meant only for 
women.

Fadnavis said many benefi-
ciaries failed to complete the 
mandatory e-KYC process de-
spite repeated reminders over 
the past nine months. He stated 
that payments to ineligible ben-
eficiaries and those who did not 
complete KYC verification 
would be stopped immediately.

However, the government has 
decided not to recover money 
already paid to women later 
found to be ineligible. At the 
same time, strict action will be 
taken against the men who al-
legedly misused the scheme. 
The government plans to recov-
er the entire amount received by 
them.

Fadnavis said 1.70 crore eli-
gible women completed KYC 
and will continue receiving ben-
efits. He added excluded bene-
ficiaries were either ineligible or 
failed e-KYC, and the verifica-
tion window may reopen.

SUPPORT GROWS FOR YOGI’S 
COW PROTECTION REMARKS

NEW DELHI
 

Support poured in from reli-
gious leaders and political 
figures after Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath spoke about the impor-
tance of cows in Indian cul-
ture and traditions. Several 
leaders agreed with his views 
and stressed the need to pro-
tect cows and respect public 
sentiments connected to them.

Bihar Minister Ram Kripal 
Yadav said cows occupy a 
special place in Indian soci-
ety. He noted that cows are 
regarded as equal to a mother 
and are worshipped by many 
people. According to him, 
cows provide nourishment 
and are also a valuable source 
of wealth and livestock. He 
said respecting and protecting 
cows is a fundamental duty 
for society.Jagadguru Param-
hans Acharya also supported 
the Chief Minister’s com-
ments. He said people dis-
cussing the issue should first 
understand the principles of 
Sanatan Dharma before form-
ing opinions. According to 

him, changing one’s position 
depending on circumstances 
reflects inconsistency in un-
derstanding and thought.

Shia Markazi Chand Com-
mittee chairman Maulana 
Syed Abbas backed a nation-
wide ban on cow slaughter. 
He said that if cows are re-
garded as mothers by a large 
section of the country, their 
sentiments should be respect-
ed. Abbas stated that ignoring 
such feelings would be unfor-
tunate and called for a nation-
wide prohibition on cow 
slaughter.

Mahant Sitaram Das also 
endorsed the Chief Minister’s 
remarks. He said cows are tra-
ditionally regarded as the 
mother of the world and are 
deeply respected in Hindu be-
liefs. He added that people 
who lack faith and devotion 
towards cows may not fully 
understand their significance.

The reactions followed 
Yogi Adityanath’s remarks on 
cow protection, their cultural 
significance, and his appeal to 
avoid actions disrespecting 
cows.

Third mountain tunnel breakthrough boosts bullet train project
AHMEDABAD

 
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bul-
let Train project has reached 
another important milestone 
with the breakthrough of its 
third mountain tunnel in Maha-
rashtra. The achievement marks 
steady progress on one of the 
most complex parts of India's 
first high-speed rail corridor.

The National High Speed 
Rail Corporation Limited 
(NHSRCL) announced on 
Tuesday that the breakthrough 
was completed at Ambesari vil-
lage in Dahanu taluka of Pal-
ghar district. The tunnel, 
known as MT-07, is 417 metres 
long and 14.4 metres wide. It 
has been designed to carry both 
up and down tracks of the bul-

let train route.
According to NHSRCL, ex-

cavation work was carried out 
from both ends using a con-
trolled drilling and blasting 
technique. To maintain safety 
and structural stability, engi-
neers used advanced geotechni-
cal instruments and real-time 
monitoring systems throughout 
the construction process.

CBI seeks witness 
statements in Twisha 

death probe
BHOPAL

 
The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Tuesday 
moved a Bhopal district court 
seeking permission to record 
statements of several import-
ant witnesses in the mysteri-
ous death case of actress 
Twisha Sharma. 

The court also directed 
Bhopal Central Jail authori-
ties to provide a safe cell for 
retired judge Giribala Singh 
after she expressed security 
concerns.Advocate Anurag 
Srivastava, representing 
Twisha Sharma’s family, said 
the CBI wants to question rel-
atives and friends of both Gi-
ribala Singh and her son, 
Samarth Singh. According to 
him, the agency aims to estab-
lish a clear sequence of events 
by collecting first-hand ac-
counts from people connected 
to the accused.

CBI arrests 2 
key accused in 

LUCC scam
NEW DELHI

 
The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has arrested 
two alleged masterminds in 
the Uttarakhand LUCC Chit 
Fund scam from Mumbai, 
marking a major break-
through in the ongoing probe 
into the multi-crore deposit 
fraud.

According to the CBI, the 
arrests were made on June 1 
after extensive investigation 
involving analysis of financial 
records, bank transactions, 
witness statements and field 
inquiries conducted across 
several states.The case relates 
to alleged illegal collection of 
public deposits, cheating, 
criminal breach of trust, con-
spiracy and operation of un-
regulated deposit schemes by 
the Loni Urban Multi State 
Credit and Thrift Co-opera-
tive Society (LUCC). The 
agency took over the investi-
gation of 18 FIRs registered 
by Uttarakhand Police follow-
ing directions from the Ut-
tarakhand High Court.CH
CH
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Search intensified for 
missing woman 

trekker

Srinagar airport 
to close for 

maintenance

Ahmedabad cops
 seize drugs worth

 Rs 14 cr

Uttarkashi
Search efforts for a wom-
an trekker missing on the 

Dayara Bugyal route in 
Uttarakhand have been 

intensified, with the Army 
and Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) joining the 
operation. Officials said 

multiple agencies are 
conducting round-the-

clock searches in the diffi-
cult mountain terrain. Dis-
trict Magistrate Prashant 
Arya reviewed the rescue 
operation from the Disas-
ter Smart Control Room 
and directed officials to 

use all available resourc-
es. Rescue teams have 
been deployed across 
challenging stretches, 

with authorities closely 
monitoring progress and 

terrain-related difficulties.

Srinagar
Srinagar International Air-
port will remain closed for 
flight operations from Oc-
tober 1 to October 15 due 
to major runway mainte-

nance and repair work, 
officials said on Tuesday. 
A phased schedule will 

begin in July, with the air-
port shutting every Mon-

day and Tuesday. Authori-
ties said the repairs are 

necessary for operational 
safety. The closure during 
the Durga Puja holidays 
may affect tourism, as 

many visitors from West 
Bengal travel to Kashmir 
during this period. Travel 
operators fear cancella-

tions and financial losses.

Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad Police foiled 
a drug trafficking attempt 

and seized 7.084 kg of 
methamphetamine worth 
over Rs 14.16 crore during 

a targeted operation in 
the Naroda area on Tues-
day. A 48-year-old man 
was arrested based on 
specific intelligence in-

puts. Officials said senior 
officers had instructed all 
units to strengthen action 

against narcotics net-
works. Acting on a tip-off, 
police tracked a suspect 
matching a detailed de-

scription and intercepted 
him while he was carrying 
a blue bag containing the 

banned substance.

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj, 
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ,

«zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, PÉ.Dgï.ªÀÈvÀÛ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.
¸ÀA:PÁ.C.(«)/¯ÉÆÃ.E./«zÀÄåvï/2026-27/305 ¢£ÁAPÀ:02.06.2026

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï 

«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ 

KW-1 STD µÀgÀwÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÖAvÉ E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï PÉ.¦.¦.¦. ªÀÄÆ®PÀ 

JgÀqÀ£ÉÃ mÉAqÀgï PÀgÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ 

PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwªÉ.

PÀæ.
¸ÀA.

PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ
mÉAqÀgïVlÖ 

ªÉÆvÀÛ 
(gÀÆ.®PëÀUÀ¼À°è)

1
Providing Diesel Generator Set to District Prison, 
Mangalore, D.K. District. PWD/2026-27/EL/WORK_
INDENT 35406/Call-2

gÀÆ.11.88

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgï£À°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ»¸À®Ä EaÒ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï: 

https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home £À°è mÉAqÀgï 
qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ:01.06.2026 

jAzÀ 15.06.2026, 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ 

mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸ÀÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 15.06.2026 gÀAzÉ 16.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ 

¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ. mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï£À°è 

¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ 

C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß PÉ®¸ÀzÀ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ. 
¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«) 

¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/928/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

Jairam alleges RSS influence 
through state task forces
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh accused BJP-ruled states of 

weakening tribal rights laws through new Task Forces

NEW DELHI
 

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Tuesday strongly 
criticised the governments of 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh, alleging that they 
have created special Task 
Forces to institutionalise the 
ro le  o f  the  Rash t r iya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
in implementing key tribal 
welfare and forest rights laws.

In a post on X, Ramesh 
claimed that Odisha is likely 
to become the third state to 
adopt a similar system. Ac-
cording to him, these Task 
Forces are being set up to 

oversee the implementation of 
the Panchayat (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 
(PESA) and the Forest Rights 
Act, 2006 (FRA).

Ramesh alleged that the 
move weakens the democratic 
framework established under 
these laws. He said the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan 
Ashram, which is affiliated 
with the RSS, is playing a 
major role in shaping the ini-
tiative. He claimed that the 
organisation is attempting to 
reduce the powers of Gram 
Sabhas, which are village 
councils given significant au-
thority under both laws.

The Congress leader argued 
that PESA and FRA were the 
result of long-standing people's 
movements aimed at protect-
ing tribal rights and ensuring 
local control over land and nat-
ural resources. He alleged that 
the creation of Task Forces 
with executive powers goes 

against the spirit and intent of 
these laws.

Ramesh also linked the 
move to economic interests, 
alleging it could help mining 
companies access forest re-
sources with limited environ-
mental safeguards. Referring 
to the “Modani empire,” he 
claimed large corporate groups 
may benefit. The allegations 
have sparked debate over tribal 
governance and forest rights. 
PESA and the Forest Rights 
Act empower Gram Sabhas in 
decisions related to land, for-
ests and local resources. No 
official response was issued by 
the state governments.

Jaishankar 
discusses trade, tech 
with global partners

NEW DELHI
 

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar on Tuesday held a 
series of diplomatic engage-
ments focused on strengthen-
ing India's international part-
nerships in trade, technology, 
healthcare and global cooper-
ation.

Jaishankar met Mario Voigt 
and his delegation from 
Thuringia, discussing ways to 
expand economic and techno-
logical cooperation. Sharing 
details of the meeting, Jais-
hankar said he welcomed Voi-
gt's strong support for deeper 
ties between India and Ger-
many, as well as between In-
dia and the European Union. 
The discussions mainly fo-
cused on business opportuni-
ties and technology partner-
ships that could benefit both 
sides.

Later in the day, Jaishankar 
met  Sh ipokosa  Pau lus 
Mashatile in New Delhi. The 
two leaders reviewed oppor-
tunities to deepen cooperation 
across several sectors. Ac-
cording to Jaishankar, the dis-
cussions covered trade, in-
vestment, micro, small and 
medium enterprises, digital 
development and infrastruc-
ture projects. Both sides also 
agreed on the importance of 

close coordination in interna-
tional forums.

In another significant devel-
opment,  Jaishankar an-
nounced that India had dis-
patched the second tranche of 
medical assistance to the Af-
rica Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The ship-
ment, weighing 43 tonnes, 
includes protective equip-
ment, diagnostic tools, moni-
toring devices, medicines and 
nutritional supplements. The 
assistance is intended to 
strengthen public health pre-
paredness and improve re-
sponse capabilities in African 
countries dealing with the 
Ebola outbreak.

Jaishankar also extended 
greetings to Italy on its Na-
tional Day. In his message to 
Antonio Tajani, the Italian 
government and people, he 
expressed confidence that the 
special strategic partnership 
between India and Italy would 
continue to grow stronger in 
the years ahead.

He held key meetings 
with leaders from 

Germany and South 
Africa while highlighting 
India’s support for Africa 

and strengthening ties 
with Italy.

Visit focuses on expanding cooperation in trade, investment, culture, 
technology and international engagement

S. African DyPrez holds high-
level India meetings

NEW DELHI
 

South African Deputy Presi-
dent  Shipokosa Paulus 
Mashatile met Vice President 
C. P. Radhakrishnan on Tues-
day as part of his six-day vis-
it to India aimed at strength-
ening bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

Earlier in the day, Mashatile 
held talks with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 
The leaders discussed ways to 
deepen cooperation in several 
sectors and agreed to work 
closely in international fo-
rums. 

Jaishankar said the discus-
sions focused on trade, invest-
ments, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs), 
digital technology and infra-
structure development. He 
also appreciated Mashatile’s 
commitment to strengthening 
the long-standing partnership 
between India and South Af-
rica.

Mashatile arrived in India 
on May 29 for a working vis-

it that will continue until June 
3. The visit is intended to pro-
vide fresh momentum to bilat-
eral ties and explore new ar-
eas of cooperation. During his 
stay, he is also scheduled to 
call on President Droupadi 
Murmu.

On Sunday, Mashatile, ac-
companied by South Africa’s 
Minister of Small Business 
Development, Stella Tembisa 
Ndabeni-Abrahams, visited 
Dilli Haat in the national cap-
ital. The visit was aimed at 
understanding India’s cultural 
heritage and entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.Sharing details of 
the visit, Mashatile said Dilli 
Haat showcases India’s di-

verse traditions through mu-
sic, dance and art from differ-
ent states. He added that the 
delegation was keen to learn 
how India supports small and 
medium enterprises, promotes 
innovation in the digital econ-
omy and manages infrastruc-
ture development.

The South African delega-
tion is also scheduled to visit 
Hyderabad before departing 
on June 3. Officials believe 
the visit will help strengthen 
economic, cultural and diplo-
matic cooperation between 
the two nations while opening 
new opportunities for collab-
oration in key sectors of mu-
tual interest.

Cong seeks TVK backing 
for RS bypoll

CHENNAI
 

Senior Congress leader and 
former Union Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram met Tam-
il Nadu Chief Minister and 
TVK President C. Joseph Vi-
jay at the State Secretariat on 
Tuesday, fuelling political 
speculation ahead of the up-
c o m i n g  R a j y a  S a b h a 
bye-election in the state.

The meeting comes as po-
litical parties begin consulta-
tions following the Election 
Commission’s announcement 
of a bye-election to fill a va-
cant Rajya Sabha seat. The 
vacancy was created after for-
mer AIADMK member C. Ve. 
Shanmugam resigned from 
the Upper House after being 
elected to the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly from the Mailam con-
stituency.

According to political 
sources, the Congress is inter-
ested in securing the vacant 
seat and is seeking support 
from the ruling TVK-led alli-
ance. The Congress, which 
has five MLAs in the Assem-
bly, supported the TVK gov-
ernment after the Assembly 
elections and continues to be 

an important ally of the ruling 
coalition.

Sources said Chidambaram 
conveyed the views of the 
Congress leadership during 
his meeting with Chief Minis-
ter Vijay. Although no official 
details of the discussion were 
released, the Rajya Sabha 
bye-election is believed to 
have been a key topic.

The ruling TVK holds a 
strong numerical advantage in 
the Assembly with 107 MLAs 
and support from its alliance 
partners. This places the party 
in a decisive position to influ-
ence the outcome of the elec-
tion.

Political observers believe 
Congress sees the vacancy as 
an opportunity to strengthen 
its presence in Parliament. 
However, the party has not 
yet announced its candidate. 
Sources indicated that Vijay 
will consult senior TVK lead-
ers and alliance partners be-
fore taking a final decision. 
The bypoll has generated con-
siderable interest, with discus-
sions continuing over whether 
TVK will field its own candi-
date or support an ally, in-
cluding Congress.

FCI denies bias in awarding Silo contracts
NEW DELHI

 
The Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) has rejected allegations of 
favouritism and monopoly in the 
awarding of grain silo projects, 
stating that the tendering process 
was open, transparent and com-
petitive. The clarification came in 
response to a report that alleged 
changes in tender conditions ben-
efited certain companies under the 
“Hub and Spoke” silo modernisa-
tion programme.

FCI said the bidding process 
was conducted according to estab-
lished procurement norms and 
aimed at encouraging wider par-
ticipation from eligible compa-
nies. It pointed out that while one 
company secured projects in the 
first phase, it did not win any con-
tracts in the second phase, show-
ing that there was no preferential 
treatment or bias.

The corporation stated that the 
decision not to impose restrictions 
on bidder participation was taken 

collectively, considering the 
growth potential of the sector. Ac-
cording to FCI, allowing more 
companies to compete helped in-
crease competition and invest-
ment opportunities.

Rejecting claims that the pro-
cess was designed to favour any 
particular bidder, FCI said all eli-
gible participants were given 
equal opportunities and that ten-
der conditions were applied uni-
formly. It added that no special 
concessions or relaxations were 
granted to any company.

FCI explained that its silo de-

velopment programme aims to 
modernise grain storage infra-
structure through scientific ware-
housing under the public-private 
partnership model. The initiative 
is intended to improve storage ef-
ficiency and strengthen India's 
foodgrain supply chain.FCI said 
the silo sector has strong growth 
potential and that restricting bid-
ders could weaken competition 
and investment. It stated that ten-
ders were widely advertised and 
contracts were awarded solely 
through competitive bidding, en-
suring transparency.

SOMAIYA DEMANDS ROAD PRAYER 
CURBS, CONG SEEKS EQUALITY

MUMBAI
 

BJP leader Kirit Somaiya on Tuesday urged 
Mumbai’s civic and police authorities to 
stop religious activities, including Namaz, 
from being conducted on public roads. In a 
letter sent to the Municipal Commissioner, 
Police Commissioner, traffic authorities and 
district collectors, Somaiya said such gath-
erings disrupt traffic and inconvenience 
commuters and local residents.

He referred to instances where prayers 
are allegedly offered outside railway sta-
tions and on busy roads in some parts of 

Mumbai. According to him, large gather-
ings, especially during Friday prayers, can 
affect traffic movement and create difficul-
ties for people using public infrastructure.

Somaiya said roads, major intersections 
and other high-traffic areas should not be 
used for religious gatherings. He also cited 
court observations and guidelines on the 
use of public spaces, parks and open 
grounds, arguing that these principles 
should be followed to maintain public order 
and ensure smooth civic functioning.

The BJP leader called for clear guidelines 
and immediate action by the administration.

Cong backs Mamata’s 
stir, BJP blasts move

NEW DELHI
 

The Congress on Tuesday supported TMC 
chief Mamata Banerjee over her sit-in pro-
test against alleged attacks on party lead-
ers and workers, calling it a constitutional 
right. The BJP, however, dismissed the 
move, saying it reflected growing public 
dissatisfaction with the Trinamool Con-
gress.Congress MP Pramod Tiwari said 
the Constitution allows peaceful protests 
against injustice and defended Banerjee’s 
decision to demonstrate. He alleged that 
TMC leaders, including Abhishek Baner-
jee and Kalyan Banerjee, had faced attacks 
and claimed several party offices were 
vandalised. Tiwari accused the BJP of tar-
geting opposition leaders and urged oppo-
sition parties to unite against what he de-
scribed as political intimidation.

Cong backs 
Mamata’s stir, 

BJP blasts move
NEW DELHI

 
The Congress on Tuesday 
supported TMC chief Mamata 
Banerjee over her sit-in pro-
test against alleged attacks on 
party leaders and workers, 
calling it a constitutional 
right. The BJP, however, dis-
missed the move, saying it 
reflected growing public dis-
satisfaction with the Trina-
mool Congress.

Congress MP Pramod Ti-
wari said the Constitution al-
lows peaceful protests against 
injustice and defended Baner-
jee’s decision to demonstrate. 
He alleged that TMC leaders, 
including Abhishek Banerjee 
and Kalyan Banerjee, had 
faced attacks and claimed 
several party offices were 
vandalised. Tiwari accused 
the BJP of targeting opposi-
tion leaders and urged oppo-
sition parties to unite against 
what he described as political 
intimidation.Responding to 
the allegations, BJP MP 
Praveen Khandelwal said Ma-
mata Banerjee was disap-
pointed after the Trinamool 
Congress lost the West Ben-
gal Assembly elections. 
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QUICK READ
Frederiksen wins 
third term as PM 

Denmark

6.1 magnitude  
quake strikes off 

Southern Italy

Copenhagen 
Mette Frederiksen has 
secured a third term as 

Denmark’s Prime Minister 
after a coalition agree-

ment was reached nearly 
10 weeks after parlia-

mentary elections. She 
will lead a new cen-
tre-left government 

formed by four parties. 
Frederiksen informed 
King Frederik X about 

plans to create a coali-
tion including her Social 
Democrats, the Socialist 
People’s Party, the right-
wing liberal Venstre par-
ty, and the centrist Mod-
erates. The King invited 
her to form the govern-

ment. She will present pri-
orities on Tuesday, and 

ministers will be an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Rome
A 6.1-magnitude earth-

quake struck off the 
coast of Italy’s Calabria 

region early Tuesday and 
was felt as far as Naples. 
The epicentre was in the 

Tyrrhenian Sea near 
Cosenza, around 240 km 
southeast of Naples. The 
National Institute of Geo-
physics and Volcanology 
said the quake occurred 

at a depth of 250 km. 
Tremors were felt across 
Calabria and reached Ba-

silicata and areas near 
Mount Vesuvius. No im-

mediate reports of casu-
alties or damage have 
been confirmed, while 

assessment work  
continues. 

Senate flags telecom internet degradation crisis
ISLAMABAD 

 
A Senate sub-committee in 
Pakistan has raised serious 
concern over widespread in-
ternet degradation and rising 
fuel theft at telecom sites, ac-
cording to Dawn. 

The committee was in-
formed that around 16 per 
cent of the country’s cellular 
infrastructure has been affect-
ed due to more than 9,200 
incidents of theft and vandal-
ism recorded in the past 11 
months. Officials said the re-
peated attacks have badly dis-
rupted service quality across 

multiple regions.
Sindh reported the highest 

number of cases with 3,938 
fuel theft incidents across 31 
districts. Punjab followed 
with 2,827 cases in 38 dis-

tricts. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
recorded 1,668 incidents 
across 25 districts, while Ba-
lochistan reported 716 cases 
across 26 districts. Officials 
of the Pakistan Telecommuni-

cation Authority told the com-
mittee that frequent power out-
ages have also worsened the 
situation. Loadshedding has 
drained backup batteries and 
overworked local generators, 
leading to further network in-
stability and poor service con-
tinuity.

To address the issue, PTA has 
engaged with the National 
Electric Power Regulatory Au-
thority and the power division 
to secure dedicated electricity 
feeders for telecom sites. Au-
thorities are also working on 
deploying smart transformers at 
key network points to improve 

reliability.
The Senate sub-committee 

directed concerned departments 
to identify high-risk theft areas 
and take strict legal action 
against those involved. It also 
instructed provincial and dis-
trict administrations to ensure 
swift response to complaints.

The committee said internet 
must be treated as an essential 
service and directed telecom 
firms to improve security 
against fuel theft. Pakistan has 
often faced outages due to di-
sasters, power shortages, and 
unrest, with rights groups urg-
ing against shutdowns.

INTERNET CRISIS PAKISTAN

Trump terms Iran negotiations 
boring amid ongoing tensions 

Trump says even Iran’s surrender would be portrayed by Democrats and media as US defeat.
WASHINGTON DC

 
For three months, President 
Donald Trump has been deep-
ly involved in discussions 
around the Iran conflict, in-
cluding planning military ac-
tions, tensions around the 
Strait of Hormuz, and shifting 
statements on ceasefire and 
naval moves.

 But on Monday, after sever-
al days of negotiations with 
Iranian officials through inter-
mediaries on a preliminary 
agreement, Trump said the 
situation was starting to get 
very boring.

 He said he does not care if 
talks end, adding he could not 
care less if negotiations col-

lapse between the two sides. 
His comments come even as 

gasoline prices have risen 
since the conflict began, rais-
ing concerns among business-
es and policymakers in the 
United States. Reports also 
suggest Republican leaders are 
watching the war's unpopular-
ity among voters ahead of up-
coming elections. 

In recent weeks, Trump has 

also shown indifference to-
ward several political issues 
with long-term consequences, 
including elections and eco-
nomic pressures facing Amer-
icans. Despite this, he contin-
ues to shift between threats, 
claims of progress, and criti-
cism of Iran's actions in public 
statements. Just hours before 
his remark, he had posted that 
negotiations were continuing 
at a rapid pace with Iran's gov-
ernment. 

He earlier predicted a quick 
end to the conflict, but shifting 
statements have raised doubts 
about US policy consistency to-
ward Iran. Analysts say the con-
flict has impacted global energy 
markets, raising oil prices and 

fueling debate in the US.
Trump on Monday said that 

even in a scenario where Iran 
fully surrenders militarily, polit-
ical opponents and the media 
would still misrepresent the out-
come. He described a hypothet-
ical situation in which Iran’s 
navy and air force are de-
stroyed, its military leaves Teh-
ran, and its leadership signs 
formal surrender documents 
acknowledging defeat to the 
United States. Trump claimed 
that even under such conditions, 
critics would portray Iran as 
having won a “brilliant victory” 
over America. 

He also attacked Democrats 
and several media organisa-
tions, accusing them of distort-

ing facts and losing credibility.
At the same time, Trump ex-
pressed optimism about ongo-
ing negotiations with Tehran, 
saying discussions to extend the 
truce and restore key maritime 
routes could lead to progress 
within a week. 

He noted that final approval 
of an agreement is still pending 
as some issues remain unre-
solved. Earlier, he had said talks 
were moving at a rapid pace, 
despite recent exchanges of fire 
that have strained the fragile 
ceasefire between the two sides. 
These renewed clashes have 
raised concerns that the truce 
could collapse, even as diplo-
matic efforts continue through 
intermediaries.

Lula launches Brazil public streaming platform
SAO PAULO 

 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva has launched Tela 
Brasil, the country’s first feder-
al public streaming platform 
dedicated to Brazilian audiovi-
sual content. 

Speaking at the launch 
event in Rio de Janeiro on 
Saturday, Lula stressed that 
culture plays a major role in 
creating jobs, supporting eco-
nomic growth, and strength-
ening national identity. 

He said cultural activities 
involve many professionals 
and generate wide economic 

benefits. Lula noted that the 
cultural sector’s contribution 
is often undervalued despite 
its strong impact on employ-
ment and development. 

He explained that every 
film or television production 
creates work for hundreds of 
people, from artists to techni-
cal staff. According to him, 
culture also helps citizens feel 
more connected to their coun-
try and builds national pride.

The platform has been de-
veloped by the Ministry of 

Culture in partnership with 
the Federal University of Ala-
goas and runs on Brazilian 
technology. It aims to improve 
public access to domestic films, 
documentaries, and television 
content through a single digital 
service. Officials have de-
scribed Tela Brasil as a “Brazil-
ian Netflix,” designed to pro-
mote independent productions 
that often succeed at festivals 
but struggle to reach mass au-
diences.

Authorities believe the plat-

form will strengthen the coun-
try’s film and television indus-
try, increase visibility for local 
creators, and open new oppor-
tunities for independent film-
makers. 

The catalogue includes 19 
films submitted by Brazil for 
the Academy Awards, along 
with children’s content, musi-
cals, historical documentaries, 
and award-winning titles. It 
also highlights diversity 
through Black and Indigenous 
cinema, women-led projects, 
and stories focused on sustain-
ability, climate justice, memory, 
and Brazilian cultural identity.

Brazil launches Tela Brasil, a public streaming 
platform promoting national films and culture. 

Deadly Russian strikes hit 
Kyiv in overnight attack

KYIV 
 

Russian forces launched a 
large-scale overnight assault 
on Ukraine’s capital early 
Tuesday, killing at least nine 
people and injuring nearly 
100 others across multiple cit-
ies, according to Ukrainian 
officials cited by CNN. 

The strikes came amid 
warnings from President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy about 
possible intensified Russian 
attacks, as Moscow had earlier 
threatened “consistent and sys-
tematic strikes” on Ukraine’s 
defence infrastructure.

The attack involved mis-
siles and drones targeting 
Kyiv and surrounding re-
gions, damaging residential 
and commercial buildings, 
causing fires and widespread 
destruction. Kyiv Mayor Vi-
tali Klitschko described it as a 
“massive enemy attack” af-
fecting several districts across 
the capital.

Officials said there are fears 
that people may still be 
trapped under rubble after a 
partially collapsed multi-sto-
rey apartment building in Ky-
iv’s Podilsky district was hit 
in a “double tap” strike. 
Emergency services were de-
ployed throughout the city as 

fires continued to burn in dam-
aged structures.

Authorities reported at least 
58 injured in Kyiv alone, in-
cluding children, while power 
outages affected several areas 
and emergency shelters were 
opened for displaced residents. 
A suspected missile strike also 
hit a 24-storey residential 
building in Shevchenkivskyi 
district, triggering a major fire. 
Another blaze broke out in a 
nine-storey building in Podil 
after debris struck its roof.

Elsewhere, damage was re-
ported at a clinic, a kindergar-
ten complex, and nearby 
towns including Bucha, where 
homes and infrastructure were 
destroyed. Regional officials 
said drones, cruise missiles 
and ballistic missiles were 
used in the coordinated assault 
across Ukraine’s peaceful 
towns and villages.

Earlier, Zelenskyy had 
warned of increased Russian 
attacks, saying intelligence in-
dicated a large strike was be-
ing prepared. Russia, mean-
while, claimed it was targeting 
Ukraine’s defence industry 
facilities and warned foreign 
citizens to leave Kyiv. Both 
sides have continued long-
range strikes, escalating the 
ongoing conflict further.

POWER CUTS WORSEN 
KARACHI WATER CRISIS
KARACHI 

 
Karachi’s water supply crisis 
worsened on Monday as pow-
er outages disrupted opera-
tions for the third consecutive 
day, leaving residents strug-
gling in extreme heat, accord-
ing to Dawn.

 The disruption was trig-
gered after supply from the 
Hub Pumping Station was 
suspended due to a fault in 
K-Electric’s main cable. The 
Karachi Water and Sewerage 
Corporation (KWSC) said the 
outage has created a daily wa-
ter shortfall of around 85 mil-
l ion gal lons.  However, 
K-Electric claimed that power 
was restored through alterna-
tive arrangements.

The city has been facing a 

severe water shortage for 
nearly two months, including 
during Eid al-Adha. Earlier, 
supply was also affected on 
May 30 when a forced shut-
down at Dhabeji Grid was 
carried out to repair a techni-
cal fault in a power trans-
former. This led to the shut-
down of 10 of 21 pumping 
units, stopping water flow to 
several areas.

The crisis worsened further 
when the K-II Pumping Sta-
tion also stopped working, 
creating an additional short-
fall of 54 million gallons per 
day. Even after partial resto-
ration of power, the city had 
already faced a total shortage 
of 122 million gallons.

On Monday, the new cable 
fault again cut power to the 

Hub Pumping Station, deep-
ening the crisis. Residents 
across Karachi are now de-
pending on expensive water 
tankers and private suppliers 
as regular supply has become 
unreliable. Long queues, dry 
taps, and rising costs have 
added to public hardship amid 
inflation and economic stress.

Reports say the crisis began 
in late March and continues 
due to pipeline leaks, aging 
infrastructure, repeated break-
downs, and frequent power 
failures at pumping stations. 
Authorities have struggled to 
restore stable supply, leaving 
many areas without consistent 
access to clean water for 
weeks. The situation has se-
verely affected daily life 
across the city.

China suppresses Tiananmen 
memory, accuses HRW

NEW YORK
 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
has accused the Chinese gov-
ernment of increasing efforts 
to suppress public memory of 
the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown as the 37th anni-
versary approaches. The 
rights group said authorities 
are tightening control over 
freedom of expression and 
assembly while limiting any 
public discussion of the 
events.

According to HRW, the Ti-
ananmen protests in 1989 be-
gan as peaceful demonstra-
tions in Beijing and other 
cities, where students, work-
ers, and citizens demanded 
democratic reforms, greater 
freedom, and action against 
corruption. The situation es-

calated on June 3–4, when 
Chinese troops opened fire on 
protesters and civilians, caus-
ing a large number of deaths. 
However, authorities have 
never released full details of 
those killed, injured, detained, 
or missing, nor have they held 
officials accountable.

HRW quoted its China re-
searcher Yalkun Uluyol, who 
said that by hiding the past, 
the government is also under-
mining respect for basic hu-
man rights in the future. He 

called for an end to censor-
ship, permission for public 
commemorations, compensa-
tion for victims’ families, and 
the release of people jailed for 
seeking justice.

Authorities disrupted a Ti-
ananmen Mothers New Year 
gathering in Beijing in De-
cember 2025, the first such 
incident since 2009, accord-
ing to HRW. In May 2026, 
107 members issued a state-
ment seeking accountability 
for the 1989 crackdown. 
HRW said Tiananmen refer-
ences, including “Tank Man,” 
remain heavily censored in 
mainland China. Hong Kong 
vigils have faced growing re-
strictions since 2020, while 
diaspora groups continue 
global commemorations de-
manding justice.

2 pilots die in 
Taiwan crash

TAIPEI
 

Two Taiwan Air Force pilots 
were killed after a T-34 train-
er aircraft crashed in southern 
Taiwan during a training mis-
sion. The accident took place 
on Tuesday morning at Gang-
shan Air Base in Kaohsiung.

The aircraft was being 
flown by Lieutenant Colonel 
Lu Chi-yu and Lieutenant Col-
onel Kuo Chun-nan during a 
simulated engine-failure exer-
cise when it went down. Both 
pilots died in the crash.

Japan faces 
deepening 

population decline
TOKYO

 
Japan’s population has fallen 
by more than three million in 
the past five years, highlight-
ing a worsening demographic 
crisis, according to official 
census data. The population 
dropped from 126.1 million in 
2020 to about 123 million last 
year, marking the sharpest de-
cline since records began in 
1920.

Japan’s population peaked 
at 128 million in 2008 and is 
projected to fall further to 
around 87 million by 2070. 
The country now resembles 
its population size from the 
late 1980s, showing a long-
term downward trend driven 
by low birth rates and rising 
deaths.

Authorities have tried for 
years to encourage higher 
birth rates, but the efforts 
have had limited impact. 

BYC pays tribute to Saba Dashtiyari
QUETTA 

 
The Baloch Yakjeht i 
Committee (BYC) has 
paid tribute to academic 
and intellectual Professor 
Saba Dashtiyari on his 
death anniversary, de-
scribing him as a symbol 
of resistance, awareness, 
and national identity in 
Balochistan.

In a statement shared on 
social media platform X, 
BYC sa id  Pro fessor 
Dashtiyari was an import-
ant intellectual voice who 
consistently spoke for the 
rights of the Baloch peo-

ple and the protection of 
their cultural identity. The 
group said he represented 
not just a person but also 
an idea focused on educa-
tion, awareness, and so-
cial change.

According to BYC, 
Dashtiyari dedicated his 
life to spreading knowl-
edge and encouraging po-
litical and educational 
awareness among stu-
dents and youth. His lec-
tures, writings, and dis-
cussions were seen as 
important in developing 
critical thinking within 
the community.
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Canada, Switzerland headline 
competitive Group B squads for WC 2026

Hosts Canada join Switzerland, Qatar and Bosnia in tough group.
TORONTO

 
Group B of the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup promises a fasci-
nating battle for qualification 
to the knockout stage, with 
co-hosts Canada set to face 
strong challenges from Swit-
zerland, Qatar and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in one of the 
tournament’s most evenly 
matched groups.

Playing on home soil, Can-
ada national football team 
will look to capitalise on local 
support and the momentum 
generated by a talented squad 
featuring a blend of estab-
lished stars and emerging 
prospects. The Canadians are 
boosted by the inclusion of 
captain Alphonso Davies de-
spite concerns over a ham-
string injury, while prolific 

striker Jonathan David is ex-
pected to spearhead the at-
tack. Canada’s squad also 
features experienced names 

such as Stephen Eustáquio, 
Tajon Buchanan, Cyle Larin 
and Richie Laryea, providing 
balance across all areas of the 

pitch. Among the favourites 
to progress from the group is 
Switzerland national football 
team, which arrives with a 
squad packed with players 
competing in Europe’s top 
leagues. Led by midfielder 
Granit Xhaka and defender 
Manuel Akanji, the Swiss 
combine experience with 
quality and will be aiming to 
extend their consistent record 
of reaching the latter stages of 
major tournaments.

Switzerland’s squad also 
includes goalkeeper Gregor 
Kobel, striker Breel Embolo, 
winger Dan Ndoye and mid-
fielder Denis Zakaria, giving 
them strength throughout the 
team. Asian champions Qatar 
national football team enter 
the tournament hoping to 
build on recent international 

success. Their hopes will 
largely rest on attacking stars 
Akram Afif and Almoez Ali, 
who have been central figures 
in Qatar’s rise over the past 
decade.

Meanwhile, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina national football 
team will rely on a blend of 
youth and experience as they 
seek to make a strong impres-
sion. Veteran striker Edin 
Džeko remains a key figure, 
supported by talents such as 
Ermedin Demirović, Amar 
Dedić and Sead Kolašinac.

With four nations possess-
ing genuine ambitions of 
reaching the knockout rounds, 
Group B is widely expected 
to produce some of the most 
competitive and closely con-
tested matches of the World 
Cup’s group stage.

Milner retires 
after 24 Premier 
League seasons

LONDON
 

oFormer England midfielder 
James Milner has announced 
his retirement from profes-
sional football at the age of 
40, bringing the curtain down 
on one of the longest and 
most distinguished 
careers in Premier 
League history.

Milner con-
firmed his de-
cision through 
a social media 
post, ending a 
r e m a r k a b l e 
24-season journey 
in England’s top 
flight. The veteran mid-
fielder leaves the game as the 
Premier League’s all-time ap-
pearance leader, having 
played 658 matches and sur-
passing the previous record 
held by Gareth Barry earlier 
this year.

The Brighton midfielder 
began his professional career 
with boyhood club Leeds 
United, making his debut at 
just 16 years of age. In 2002, 
he became the youngest goal-
scorer in Premier League 

history at 16 
years and 356 
days, a record 
that was later 
surpassed by 

other play-
ers.

Re-

flecting on his career, Milner 
said he could never have 
imagined the journey that fol-
lowed after breaking into the 
Leeds first team as a teenager. 
His longevity, consistency 
and professionalism earned 

widespread admiration 
across English foot-

ball.
Following his 

spell at Leeds, 
Milner played 
for Newcastle 
United and As-
ton Villa before 

joining Man-
chester City in 

2010. During his 
time at City, he won two 

Premier League titles and es-
tablished himself as one of 
the league’s most dependable 
midfielders. In 2015, he 
moved to Liverpool FC, 
where he enjoyed some of the 
most successful years of his 
career. Milner helped Liver-
pool win the Premier League 
title in 2020 and was a key 
member of the side that lifted 
the UEFA Champions League 
trophy under manager Jürgen 
Klopp in 2019.

He joined Brighton & Hove 
Albion on a free transfer in 
2023 and continued to play an 
influential role before decid-
ing to retire.

On the international stage, 
Milner earned 61 caps for En-
gland national football team, 
representing his country at 
two FIFA World Cups and 
two UEFA European Champi-
onships.

He retires having made 964 
appearances for club and 
country, leaving behind a leg-
acy defined by consistency, 
versatility and sustained ex-
cellence across more than two 
decades at the highest level.

Former 
England 

midfielder ends 
remarkable career 

with record 658 
appearances.

World Cup-bound Tim Payne embraces 
viral fame as followers soar overnight

FORT LAUDERDALE
 

New Zealand defender Tim 
Payne has become one of the 
most unexpected stories 
ahead of the FIFA World Cup 
2026 after a social media phe-
nomenon transformed him 
from a relatively unknown 
footballer into an online sen-
sation with millions of fol-
lowers.

In less than a week, Payne’s 
Instagram following skyrock-
eted from just 4,715 followers 
to more than 4.2 million after 
Argentine influencer Valen 
Scarsini, popularly known as 
“elscarso”, urged his audience 
to support the New Zealand 

international. Scarsini identi-
fied Payne as the least-known 
player at the World Cup and 
encouraged fans to follow, 
like and comment on his so-
cial media accounts.

The campaign quickly 
gained momentum, 
turning the Welling-
ton Phoenix defend-
er into one of the 
most talked-about 
players outside foot-
ball’s traditional su-
perstars.

Despite the sudden atten-
tion, New Zealand coach Dar-
ren Bazeley said Payne has 
handled the situation with re-
markable composure while 

preparing for the tournament 
in the United States.

Bazeley admitted he was 
unfamiliar with the mechan-
ics of social media virality 
but acknowledged the scale 

of the phenomenon. 
He praised Payne’s 

calm personality, 
saying the defender 
remained focused 
on football and was 
not easily distracted 

by external attention.
The coach added that 

teammates had enjoyed teas-
ing Payne about his new-
found celebrity status, but 
stressed that the defender’s 
priorities remained firmly on 

helping New Zealand perform 
well at the World Cup.

The remarkable rise has 
propelled Payne ahead of sev-
eral of New Zealand’s biggest 
sporting figures on social me-
dia. 

His follower count now ex-
ceeds that of star cricketer 
Kane Williamson and even 
the official account of the 
New Zealand national 
rugby union team.

Payne embraced the 
moment by posting a 
video in Spanish thank-
ing Scarsini for the 
support and describing 
the experience as a 
“crazy 48 hours”.

From Rocafonda’s streets 
to football’s grandest stage: 
Yamal’s remarkable journey
ROCAFONDA

 
As football icons Lionel Mes-
si and Cristiano Ronaldo pre-
pare for a record sixth FIFA 
World Cup appearance, many 
believe the 2026 tournament 
could ultimately be remem-
bered as the first World Cup 
of Spain’s teenage sensation, 
Lamine Yamal.

At just 18 years old, Yamal 
has already established him-
self as one of the brightest 
talents in world football. His 
rise from the working-class 
neighbourhood of Rocafonda, 
near Barcelona, to the pinna-
cle of the sport has been noth-
ing short of extraordinary.

Long before Yamal became 
a household name, his uncle, 
Abdul Nasraoui, displayed a 
replica World Cup trophy in 
his bakery, convinced his 
nephew would one day bring 
football’s greatest prize home. 
Today, that dream appears 
more realistic than ever.

Yamal’s journey began on 
the concrete courts of Roca-
fonda, where quick feet and 
creativity were essential. It 
was there that scouts first no-
ticed his exceptional ability. 
Former Barcelona youth foot-

ball chief Jordi Roura recalls 
being immediately struck by 
the youngster’s natural drib-
bling skills and football intel-
ligence during a trial match.

Barcelona swiftly moved to 
secure his signature, recognis-
ing a talent capable of ex-
traordinary things. Despite his 
slight frame and quiet person-
ality, Yamal possessed a rare 
gift — the ability to beat de-
fenders effortlessly and thrive 
under pressure.

Born to a Moroccan father 
and an Equatorial Guinean 
mother, Yamal grew up be-
tween Rocafonda and nearby 
Roca del Vallès after his par-
ents separated. 

Yet Rocafonda remained 
central to his identity, sym-
bolised by his famous goal 
celebration in which he forms 
the numbers “304” — the fi-
nal digits of the neighbour-
hood’s postcode.

His success has trans-
formed perceptions of the 
area, which was once more 
commonly associated with 
poverty and crime. Today, 
murals celebrating Yamal 
adorn local walls, and young-
sters dream of following in 
his footsteps.

Dutch great Taeke Taekema joins India 
women for drag-flick training camp

AUCKLAND
 

The Indian women’s hockey 
team has received a major 
boost ahead of the FIH Wom-
en’s Nations Cup, with leg-
endary Dutch drag-flick spe-
cialist Taeke Taekema joining 
the squad for a specialised 
training camp focused on im-
proving penalty-corner execu-
tion and drag-flicking skills.

Taekema, widely regarded 
as one of the finest drag-flick-
ers in hockey history, has 
linked up with the team 
during its ongoing tour of 
Australia and New Zealand as 

part of preparations for the 
Nations Cup, scheduled to be 
held in Auckland from June 
15 to 21.

The former Netherlands in-
ternational will work closely 
with India head coach Sjoerd 
Marijne to strengthen one of 
the most crucial aspects of 
modern hockey. The camp is 
aimed at improving conver-
sion rates from penalty cor-
ners and enhancing the team’s 
attacking efficiency ahead of 
a key international assign-
ment.

Indian drag-flickers Deepi-
ka, Lalthantluangi and Annu 
are among the players benefit-
ing from the intensive ses-
sions. The programme is de-
signed not only to improve 
technical execution but also to 
build confidence in high-pres-
sure situations where penalty 
corners often determine the 
outcome of matches.

Taekema enjoyed a distin-
guished international career 
with the Netherlands, repre-
senting his country at multiple 
Olympic Games and Hockey 
World Cups. He made more 
than 200 international appear-
ances and scored an impres-
sive 221 goals, earning a rep-
utation as one of the sport’s 
most feared set-piece special-

ists.
The initiative has been sup-

ported by Anandana Founda-
tion, which continues to in-
vest in the development of 
women’s hockey in India. 
Earlier this year, the founda-
tion also supported a special-
ised goalkeeping camp in 
Bengaluru conducted by re-
nowned coach David Wil-
liamson.

India recently completed a 
four-match friendly series 
against Australia at Perth 
Hockey Stadium, with both 
teams winning two matches 
each to finish the series level 
at 2-2. The competitive out-
ings provided valuable prepa-
ration ahead of the Nations 
Cup. The squad is scheduled 
to arrive in New Zealand on 
June 3 and will continue its 
preparations through practice 
matches before the tournament 
begins.

Marijne welcomed Taeke-
ma’s appointment, highlight-
ing the growing importance of 
specialist coaching in elite 
hockey. He said the Dutch 
legend’s experience would 
benefit both India’s attacking 
and defensive structures, 
while helping players maxi-
mise scoring opportunities 
from penalty corners.

Serena set for 
stunning return 
to professional 

tennis at 44
PARIS

 
Tennis legend Serena Wil-
liams is set to make a re-
markable return to profes-
sional tennis at the age of 44, 
nearly four years after step-
ping away from the sport she 
dominated for more than two 
decades.

The Women’s Tennis Asso-
ciation (WTA) announced 
that Williams has accepted a 
wild-card entry to compete in 
the doubles event at the pres-
tigious Queen’s Club tourna-
ment in London next week, 
marking the first chapter of 
what could become one of 
the most extraordinary come-
backs in sporting history. 
Williams, winner of 23 
Grand Slam singles titles, has 
not competed since her emo-
tional farewell at the 2022 
US Open. At the time, she 
avoided using the word “re-
tirement,” instead describing 
her departure from the sport 
as an “evolution” away from 
tennis.

Now, speculation is grow-
ing that the American icon 
could eventually return to 
singles competition, with 
Wimbledon and the US Open 
emerging as potential targets 
later this season. In a state-
ment released by tournament 
organisers, Williams ex-
pressed excitement about re-
turning to competition, de-

scribing Queen’s Club as 
the ideal place to 

begin a new 
c h a p t e r 

in her 
career. 

Atiqa Mir scripts 
history in Greece 

with stunning 
pole-to-flag 

victory
THESSALONIKI 

 
Indian karting prodigy Atiqa 
Mir continued her meteoric rise 
in international motorsport by 
securing a historic pole-to-flag 
victory at the Champions of the 
Future Academy Program in 
Greece, marking another major 
milestone in her rapidly devel-
oping career.

The 11-year-old racer from 
Jammu and Kashmir delivered 
a f lawless performance 
throughout the event in Thessa-
loniki, dominating from the 
outset. After topping the quali-
fying sessions to claim pole 
position, Atiqa maintained her 
advantage from the start and 
led every lap of the race to se-
cure an emphatic victory 
against a competitive interna-
tional field.

The triumph has been widely 
hailed as a landmark achieve-
ment for Indian motorsport, 
highlighting the emergence of 
a new generation of talented 
racers capable of competing 
successfully on the global 
stage. Atiqa's latest success fur-
ther strengthens her reputation 
as one of India's most promis-
ing young sporting talents.

Despite her age, the young-
ster displayed remarkable com-
posure, racecraft and consisten-
cy under pressure. Her ability 
to convert pole position into a 
commanding victory demon-
strated maturity beyond her 
years and underlined why she 
is regarded as a future star of 
the sport.

The Champions of the Future 
Academy Program is consid-
ered an important development 
platform for emerging karting 
talent from around the world. 
Success in such competitions 
often serves as a stepping stone 
for drivers aspiring to progress 
through the ranks of interna-
tional motorsport.

Liverpool open talks with Andoni Iraola for head coach role
LIVERPOOL

 
Liverpool have begun nego-
tiations with Spanish coach 
Andoni Iraola to become 
the club’s new head coach 
following the dismissal of 
Arne Slot, according to a 
person familiar with the dis-
cussions.

The individual spoke to 
media on condition of ano-
nymity as no formal agree-
ment has yet been reached.

Iraola has emerged as 
Liverpool’s preferred candi-
date as the club seeks a 
manager capable of imple-
menting an aggressive, at-
tacking style of football. 
Sporting director Richard 

Hughes is understood to be 
leading the recruitment pro-
cess as the Reds prepare for 
a new era at Anfield.

The 43-year-old Spaniard 
enhanced his reputation 
during a successful spell at 
Bournemouth, guiding the 
south coast club to Europe-
an qualification before 
stepping down at the end of 
the season. 

Under  Iraola ,  Bour-
nemouth earned praise for 
their high-intensity ap-
proach and ability to chal-
lenge wealthier opponents 
despite operating with lim-
ited resources.

His work in developing 
players such as Antoine Se-

menyo, Dean Huijsen and 
Milos Kerkez drew wide-
spread recognition. 

Even after key depar-
tures, Bournemouth secured 
a  s ixth-place Premier 
League finish, ending the 
campaign just one spot and 

three points behind Liver-
pool in the race for the final 
Champions League qualifi-
cation berth.

Liverpool are reportedly 
eager to appoint a coach 
whose philosophy aligns 
with the club’s attacking 
ambitions and suits several 
recent signings and transfer 
targets. 

The club is expected to 
be active in the transfer 
market after an under-
whelming campaign in 
which high-profile players, 
including Florian Wirtz, 
Jeremie Frimpong and 
striker Alexander Isak, 
struggled to consistently 
deliver.

While Iraola lacks expe-
rience managing one of Eu-
rope’s elite clubs, his stock 
has risen rapidly since ar-
riving in England in 2023. 

Prior to Bournemouth, 
he enjoyed successful 
spells with Spanish 
side Rayo Vallecano 
and in Cyprus.

Should negotia-
tions progress posi-
tively, Iraola could 
become one of Liver-
pool’s most significant 
managerial appoint-
ments in recent years 
as the club aims to re-
turn to the summit of 
English and European 
football.

Liverpool Open 
Talks With Iraola
Liverpool have started 

negotiations with Span-
ish coach Andoni Iraola 
after parting ways with 

Arne Slot. Iraola im-
pressed during his Bour-
nemouth spell, leading 
the club to European 
qualification with an 

attacking style. Sporting 
director Richard Hughes 

is overseeing talks as 
Liverpool seek a fresh 
direction and stronger 

Premier League perfor-
mances next season.
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UPI sets record high amid digital payments surge
NEW DELHI

India’s Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) recorded its 
highest-ever monthly perfor-
mance in May 2026, reflect-
ing the continued acceleration 
of digital payments across the 
country, according to data re-
leased by the National Pay-
ments Corporation of India 
(NPCI).

UPI processed 23.2 billion 
transactions during the 
month, marking a steady rise 
from 22.35 billion transac-
tions in April 2026. In value 
terms, total transactions 
reached Rs 29.9 trillion (ap-
proximately Rs 29.9 lakh 
crore), registering strong 
year-on-year growth and 

highlighting the expanding 
scale of digital financial ac-
tivity in India.

The growth in transaction 
volumes underscores the in-
creasing reliance on UPI for 
everyday payments, including 
retail purchases, utility bill 
payments, peer-to-peer trans-

fers, and small business trans-
actions. The platform has be-
come a central pillar of In-
dia’s digital economy, facili-
tating real-time, low-cost, and 
interoperable payments across 
urban and rural markets.

Experts note that the rise in 
both transaction volume and 

value indicates broad-based 
adoption across multiple seg-
ments. Higher transaction 
counts suggest growing usage 

for smaller, routine payments, 
while sustained value growth 
points to increasing accep-
tance for larger transactions 
as well.

Several structural factors 
continue to support UPI’s ex-
pansion, including wide-
spread smartphone adoption, 
improved internet connectiv-
ity, and growing merchant 
acceptance of digital pay-
ments. In addition, govern-
ment policy support and fi-
nancial inclusion initiatives 
have played a key role in 
bringing more users into the 
formal digital payments eco-
system.

The system’s scalability 
and ease of use have also con-
tributed to its rapid adoption, 

making it one of the fast-
est-growing real-time pay-
ment platforms globally. With 
monthly volumes now consis-
tently exceeding 20 billion 
transactions, UPI has cement-
ed its position as the back-
bone of India’s digital pay-
ment infrastructure.

Analysts believe that the 
continued growth of UPI re-
flects a broader shift away 
from cash-based transactions 
toward a more digital-first 
economy. As innovation in 
financial technology contin-
ues and new use cases 
emerge, UPI is expected to 
further deepen its penetration 
across both consumer and 
merchant ecosystems in the 
coming years.

NPCI UPI MILESTONE
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HSBC sees RBI  
holding rates, hawkish 

shift ahead

Haryana to begin 
smart metering rollout 

from August

Uber invests in  
ONDC to boost  

digital network

New Delhi
The Reserve Bank of In-
dia is expected to keep 

interest rates un-
changed at its upcom-

ing Monetary Policy 
Committee meeting, ac-
cording to HSBC. How-
ever, the central bank’s 

stance may become 
more hawkish as rising 
crude oil prices and a 

weaker rupee increase 
inflation risks. HSBC 

Chief India Economist 
Pranjul Bhandari ex-

pects only gradual poli-
cy tightening, with 

around two rate hikes 
likely from the fourth 
quarter of 2026. She 
believes the RBI may 
raise its inflation fore-

cast closer to 5 percent, 
reflecting higher oil price 
assumptions. Bhandari 

noted that slowing 
growth and rising infla-

tion create a difficult 
policy challenge, while 
weather risks and ele-

vated energy costs 
could further pressure 

the economy.

New Delhi
Haryana will com-

mence smart metering 
works across the state 
from August 31, 2026, 

following a review 
meeting chaired by Un-

ion Power Minister 
Manohar Lal. The minis-

ter stressed a phased 
rollout of prepaid smart 

meters, starting with 
government consumers 
and employees before 
extending to high-load 
users. Discussions cov-

ered the Revamped Dis-
tribution Sector 

Scheme, financial 
health of power utilities, 
and measures to reduce 
losses and improve rev-

enues. Manohar Lal 
also urged timely settle-

ment of government 
dues and better trans-

mission planning to 
meet rising demand. 

Progress under the PM 
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 

Yojana was reviewed, 
with Haryana directed 

to boost consumer  
enrolment and 

strengthen power sec-
tor sustainability.

New Delhi
Uber has announced a 
strategic investment in 
the Open Network for 

Digital Commerce 
(ONDC), marking one of 

the earliest commit-
ments by a global tech 

company to India’s digi-
tal public infrastructure 
initiative. The company 
said the move strength-
ens its long-term strate-

gy of building mobility 
and logistics services on 
open, interoperable net-
works. Uber will expand 

its collaboration with 
ONDC to improve ac-

cess to multimodal 
transport, including 

public transit integra-
tions and logistics solu-
tions for businesses and 

independent earners. 
Company executives 

highlighted India’s lead-
ership in digital public 
infrastructure, while 

ONDC representatives 
said the partnership re-

flects growing confi-
dence in the platform’s 
ability to drive inclusive 
and scalable innovation 

across sectors.

India-Germany deep tech co-
op strengthens strategic ties

India and Germany have agreed to strengthen cooperation in quantum 
communication, space technology, and emerging deep-tech innovation fields.

NEW DELHI

India and Germany have reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
expanding cooperation in ad-
vanced technology sectors, 
including quantum communi-
cation, space exploration, ar-
tificial intelligence, and other 
deep-tech innovation areas, 
according to official discus-
sions highlighted in recent 
reports.

The engagement reflects 
growing strategic alignment 
between the two countries as 
they seek to strengthen col-
laboration in frontier technol-
ogies that are expected to 
define the next phase of glob-
al economic and scientific 
development. Both sides em-
phasized the importance of 
building resilient technology 
ecosystems and advancing 
joint research and innovation.

A key focus of the discus-
sions was quantum communi-
cation, a rapidly emerging 
field that leverages quantum 

mechanics to enable highly 
secure data transmission. Of-
ficials from both countries 
explored opportunities for 
joint research programs, tech-
nology exchange, and poten-
tial pilot projects aimed at 
strengthening secure commu-
nication infrastructure.

Space cooperation was an-
other major area of interest. 
India and Germany discussed 
expanding partnerships in sat-
ellite technology, earth obser-
vation systems, and space 
research missions. These ini-
tiatives are expected to en-
hance scientific capabilities 
while also supporting appli-
cations in climate monitoring, 

disaster management, and 
telecommunications.

The two countries also 
highlighted the importance of 
collaboration in deep-tech in-
novation, including artificial 
intelligence, advanced manu-
facturing, and next-genera-
tion computing technologies. 
By combining India’s grow-
ing digital ecosystem and en-
gineering talent with Germa-
ny’s strong industrial and re-
search base, both sides aim to 
accelerate innovation and 
commercialization of emerg-
ing technologies.

Officials noted that such 
partnerships could also 
strengthen supply chain resil-

ience and support the devel-
opment of trusted technology 
frameworks in a rapidly 
evolving global landscape. 
The discussions come at a 
time when countries world-
w i d e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  
investment in strategic tech-
nologies to maintain compet-
itiveness and technological  
sovereignty.

Experts believe that deeper 
India-Germany cooperation 
in high-tech sectors could 
create new opportunities for 
startups, research institutions, 
and industry players in both 
countries. It also aligns with 
broader efforts to promote 
sustainable development and 
d i g i t a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
through international collab-
oration.

As engagement between 
the two nations deepens, 
quantum technologies, space 
science, and deep-tech inno-
vation are expected to be-
come key pillars of their fu-
ture strategic partnership.

Govt invites 
applications for 
two SEBI posts

Govt invites applications 
for two SEBI whole-time 
member posts, seeking 
experienced candidates 

to strengthen market 
regulation and leadership 

at the capital market 
watchdog.

NEW DELHI

The central government has 
invited applications for two 
whole-time member (WTM) 
positions at the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), with the Department 
of Economic Affairs setting 
June 30 as the deadline for 
submissions.

The move aims to strength-
en the senior leadership of 
India’s capital market regula-
tor, which plays a key role in 
policy formulation, enforce-
ment, market supervision and 
investor protection.

According to the notifica-
tion, selected candidates will 
have the option to receive a 
salary equivalent to that of an 
additional secretary to the 
government or opt for a con-
solidated pay of Rs 5 lakh per 
month, excluding housing 
and car facilities.

At present, SEBI has four 
whole-time members over-
seeing various regulatory and 
operational functions. The 
three-year terms of two mem-
bers are scheduled to end in 
September, although they re-
main eligible for reappoint-
ment subject to age limits.

The government is seeking 
candidates with strong pro-
fessional credentials, integri-
ty and expertise in fields 
such as securities markets, 
finance, law, economics, ac-
countancy or public adminis-
tration. Applicants are ex-
pected to have at least 20 
years of experience, with a 

preferred age range of 45 to 
60 years.

The notification also spec-
ifies that candidates from 
government services, public 
sector undertakings, academ-
ic institutions and research 
organisations must submit 
supporting documents, in-
cluding performance apprais-
al reports for the past five 
years, vigilance clearance and 
integrity certificates.

Appointments will be made 
by the central government 
based on recommendations 
from the Financial Sector 
Regulatory Appointments 
Search Committee (FS-
RASC), which may also con-
sider individuals who have 
not formally applied.

Whole-time members form 
part of SEBI’s senior leader-
ship and are responsible for 
shaping regulatory frame-
works, overseeing investiga-
tions and ensuring orderly 
development of India’s capi-
tal markets.

Mesabi Metallics sells royalty 
stake for $265 million

Mesabi Metallics has raised $265 million by selling half its royalty 
interest, strengthening funding for its Minnesota iron ore project.

NEW DELHI

Mesabi Metallics Company 
LLC, backed by the Essar 
Group, has agreed to mone-
tize a portion of its royalty 
platform by selling a 50 per 
cent royalty interest to The 
Metals Royalty Company 
Inc.  (TMCR) for  $265  
million. 

The deal values the royalty 
platform at more than $500 
million and marks another 
significant milestone for the 
Minnesota-based iron ore 
project.

The transaction will be 
completed in two equal 
tranches of $132.5 million 
each. The first tranche closed 
on June 1 while the second is 
expected to be finalized with-
in the next 60 days. Accord-
ing to the company, most of 
the proceeds will be directed 
toward supporting Mesabi 
Metallics’ future growth and 
development plans.

The agreement highlights 
investor confidence in Mesa-
bi Metallics’ direct reduction 
(DR)-grade iron ore mine, 
beneficiation facility and pel-
let plant in Minnesota. The 
project is expected to begin 
production in the third quar-
ter of 2026 and is positioned 
to become one of North 
America’s few major domes-
tic suppliers of merchant 
DR-grade iron ore pellets.

These pellets are consid-
ered essential for electric arc 
furnace steelmaking, a pro-
cess increasingly used in 
modern steel production. The 
United States currently de-
pends heavily on imported 
DR-grade pellets, particular-
ly from Brazil and other in-

ternational suppliers. Mesa-
bi’s output is expected to 
strengthen domestic supply 
chains and support industries 
such as infrastructure, auto-
motive manufacturing, ship-
building, defence and energy.

The royalty transaction fol-
lows more than $670 million 
in recently announced fi-
nancing commitments, in-
cluding $520 million from 
Breakwall Capital and $150 
million from Macquarie 
Group. In addition, the com-
pany has received an indica-
tion of support of up to $10 
billion from the Export-Im-
port Bank of the United 
States.

Company executives and 
TMCR leadership described 
the investment as a strong 
endorsement of Mesabi Me-
tallics’ scale, resource quali-
ty, long mine life and strate-
gic importance to the future 
growth of the American steel 
industry.

Force Motors shares hit 
52-week low on sales

MUMBAI

Shares of Force Motors Lim-
ited plunged to a 52-week low 
on Tuesday after the company 
reported weak sales perfor-
mance for May 2026, raising 
concerns among investors 
about slowing demand and 
profitability.

The stock fell as much as 
5.93 per cent during trading 
on the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE), touching Rs 
17,782 per share. By around 
1:25 pm, the stock was trad-
ing at Rs 17,931, down 5.15 
per cent or Rs 973 from its 
previous close. The decline 
marked the third consecutive 
trading session of losses for 
the company’s shares.

Force Motors reported total 
sales of 2,614 units in May 
2026, registering a 15.35 per 
cent year-on-year decline 
from 3,088 units sold during 
the same month last year. The 
weak sales numbers reflected 
challenges across both do-
mestic and export markets.

Domestic sales, which in-
clude small commercial vehi-
cles, light commercial vehi-
cles, utility vehicles and 
sports  ut i l i ty  vehicles , 
dropped 14.72 per cent to 
2,560 units compared with 
3,002 units in May 2025. Ex-
port sales witnessed an even 
sharper decline, falling 37.21 
per cent year-on-year to just 
54 units.

The disappointing perfor-
mance weighed heavily on 
investor sentiment. Over the 
past week, Force Motors 
shares have declined by 
around 10 per cent, while 
losses over the past month 
have also exceeded 10 per 
cent. On a year-to-date basis, 
the stock is down more than 
14 per cent.

The sales slowdown comes 
shortly after the company re-
ported weaker quarterly earn-
ings. For the fourth quarter of 
FY26, Force Motors posted a 
36.3 per cent decline in stand-
alone profit after tax to Rs 
273.67 crore, compared with 
Rs 429.64 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal.

Despite the profit decline, 
revenue from operations in-
creased 8.22 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 2,549.72 crore. 
Last month, the company in-
troduced the new Force Trav-
eller N Range for delivery 
van, ambulance and school 
bus applications, featuring a 
redesigned cockpit, digital in-
strument cluster, infotainment 
system and enhanced cabin 
comfort.

SUMMARY
n Record 23.2 billion 
UPI transactions 

n Rs 29.9 trillion monthly 
value 

n Strong digital pay-
ments growth continues 

n Wider merchant and 
user adoption 

n Cashless econo-
my trend accelerating 
rapidly 

AI reshapes advertising industry, boosts India’s AdTech prospects
NEW DELHI 

Artificial intelligence is rapid-
ly transforming the global ad-
vertising landscape, creating 
new opportunities for India to 
emerge as a leading hub for 
AdTech innovation and glob-
ally competitive technology 
companies, according to a re-
port released on Tuesday by 
Redseer Strategy Consultants.

The report highlights that 
AI is influencing every layer 
of the advertising ecosystem, 
including media buying, cre-
ative production, customer 
targeting, commerce and cam-
paign measurement. 

As the global advertising 
market surpasses the $1 tril-
lion mark, AI-driven automa-
tion is accelerating the shift 
toward more data-driven, effi-
cient and outcome-focused 
advertising models.

India is well positioned to 
benefit from this transition 
due to its strong technology 
talent pool and digital infra-
structure. The country produc-
es around 2.7 million engi-
neering and technology grad-
uates annually and is home to 
an estimated 20–24 million 
GitHub developers. In addi-
tion, nearly 1,900 global capa-
bility centres operating in In-

dia generate between $65 bil-
lion and $75 billion in ex-
ports, providing a robust foun-
dation for AI-led product de-
velopment.

According to the report, In-
dia’s digital advertising mar-
ket is expected to grow from 
approximately $21 billion in 
2025 to between $33 billion 
and $42 billion by 2030. This 
growth is likely to create a 
strong domestic platform for 
AI-powered advertising inno-
vation and technology devel-
opment.

Digital advertising now ac-
counts for nearly 75–80 per 
cent of total global advertising 

expenditure, while 80–85 per 
cent of digital advertising 
transactions are already con-
ducted programmatically. AI is 
expected to further automate 
and optimise these processes.

Mukesh Kumar, Associate 
Partner at Redseer Strategy 
Consultants, said AI is not 
merely adding a new layer to 
advertising but fundamentally 
redesigning the entire ecosys-
tem. He noted that the techno-
logical capabilities required 
for AI-driven advertising plat-
forms align closely with the 
engineering expertise India 
has developed over the past 
three decades.

Fuel price surge 
accelerates India’s 

EV adoption
NEW DELHI

Rising fuel prices are driving 
stronger demand for electric ve-
hicles (EVs) in India, with the 
sector recording robust growth 
in May across both passenger 
and two-wheeler segments.  Ac-
cording to reports by Nomura 
and HSBC, electric passenger 
vehicles accounted for more 
than 6 per cent of total car sales 
during the month, while electric 
two-wheelers achieved over 9 
per cent market penetration. The 
sharp increase in fuel costs has 
encouraged consumers to con-
sider battery-powered alterna-
tives as a cost-effective and en-
vironmentally friendly mode of 
transportation. Industry analysts 
say the trend reflects a broader 
shift in consumer preferences as 
EVs become increasingly prac-
tical and accessible. Among 
passenger vehicle manufactur-
ers, Tata Motors emerged as a 
major beneficiary of the grow-
ing demand. The company re-
ported an 85 per cent year-on-
year increase in EV sales and 
witnessed a significant rise in 
customer bookings, indicating 
sustained momentum in the  
segment. CHCH
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ICC approves pink-ball trial to counter 
bad light interruptions in Tests
New playing conditions aim to maximise action and reduce overs lost

AHMEDABAD
 

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has approved a 
trial allowing the use of the 
pink ball in Test matches af-
fected by bad light, marking 
one of several significant 
changes to playing conditions 
ratified during its a n n u a l 

board 

meeting in Ahmedabad.
Under the proposal, Test 

matches will continue to begin 
with the traditional red ball. 
However, if fading light 
threatens to halt play and both 
teams have agreed before the 
series, the match can tempo-
rarily switch to a pink ball un-
der floodlights to ensure the 
scheduled overs are complet-
ed.

The move is designed to mi-
nimise lost playing time in a 
format that has frequently 
been disrupted by poor visi-
bility despite suitable condi-
tions for spectators and tele-
vision audiences. For exam-

ple, if only 15 overs remain in 

a day’s play and bad light pre-
vents the use of the red ball, 
those overs could be complet-
ed with a pink ball under arti-
ficial lighting.

The ICC said the trial would 
be conducted only with prior 
consent from both participat-
ing teams. The decision is ex-
pected to generate debate, par-
ticularly among teams that 
have traditionally been reluc-
tant to embrace pink-ball 
cricket because of the addi-
tional seam movement and 
different playing conditions it 
creates.

To further address the issue, 
the ICC Board also approved 
research into advanced light-

ing technology for match offi-
cials and venues. 

The governing body will co-
fund research and develop-
ment projects with the Maryle-
bone Cricket Club aimed at 
reducing interruptions caused 
by poor light.

Among other key changes, 
head coaches or designated 
support staff will now be per-
mitted to enter the field during 
scheduled drinks intervals in 
Test cricket, similar to strate-
gic time-outs in T20 matches. 

The board also approved the 
permanent adoption of the leg-
side wides trial and granted 
match officials access to 
Hawk-Eye data when assess-

ing suspected illegal bowling 
actions. The meeting also re-
sulted in the immediate sus-
pension of Cricket Canada 
over governance and member-
ship breaches, although Cana-
dian national teams will re-
main eligible for ICC events 
under a controlled funding ar-
rangement.

Additionally, the ICC shift-
ed the ICC Women's Champi-
ons Trophy 2027 to February 
14-28, 2027, and approved the 
launch of the Women’s Emerg-
ing Nations Trophy in 2026 
featuring 10 teams.

All new playing conditions 
will come into effect from Oc-
tober 1, 2026.

ICC suspends 
Canada board over 
governance issues

AHMEDABAD
 

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has suspended 
the membership of Cricket 
Canada over serious breach-
es of its membership obliga-
tions, while ensuring that 
Canadian national teams re-
main eligible to participate 
in international competi-
tions.

The decision was an-
nounced following the ICC 
Board’s annual meeting in 
Ahmedabad and comes 
weeks after the governing 
body's Anti-Corruption Unit 
launched an investigation 
into the administration of 
cricket in Canada.

Despite the suspension, 
the ICC clarified that 
Canada’s men’s and 
women’s national 
teams will con-
tinue to com-
p e t e  i n 
I C C - s a n c -
tioned events. 
Fund ing  re -
quired for the 
operation of na-
tional teams will 
also remain available 
through a controlled mecha-
nism overseen by the ICC to 
ensure players are not ad-
versely affected by gover-
nance issues within the na-
tional board.

The move follows growing 
scrutiny of Cricket Canada 
after a documentary broad-
cast by the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation in April 
alleged widespread corrup-
tion within the organisation. 
The report included claims 
of match manipulation, gov-
ernance irregularities and 
threats of violence involving 
several players and officials.

Media reports indicated 
that the ICC’s Anti-Corrup-
tion Unit initiated an investi-
gation shortly after the alle-
gations surfaced.

In a statement, the ICC 
said its board had resolved to 
suspend Cricket Canada due 

to serious violations of 
membership requirements. 
However, it emphasised the 
importance of safeguarding 
the interests of Canadian 
cricketers and maintaining 
the development of the sport 
in the country.

To regain its membership 
status, Cricket Canada must 
meet a series of conditions 
designed to address gover-

nance and administrative 
shortcomings. The 

ICC said progress 
would be moni-
to red  by  i t s 
Normalisation 
C o m m i t t e e , 
with support 
from ICC man-

agement.
Reinstatement 

will only be con-
sidered once the board 

is satisfied that all stipulated 
conditions have been fully 
met. The measures are in-
tended to strengthen trans-
parency, accountability and 
administrative standards 
within the organisation.

The suspension mirrors 
action taken by the ICC 
against USA Cricket in 2025 
for similar breaches of mem-
bership rules. 

Although USA Cricket re-
mains suspended, American 
national teams continue to 
participate in ICC competi-
tions and are expected to 
feature at the cricket tourna-
ment during the 2028 Sum-
mer Olympics in Los Ange-
les. The ICC’s latest action 
highlights its increasing fo-
cus on governance standards 
among member nations as 
cricket continues its global 
expansion.

Is Vaibhav Suryavanshi next in line for 
Team India? BCCI chief hints at selection

NEW DELHI
 

Rajasthan Royals batting 
prodigy Vaibhav Suryavanshi 
has emerged as a strong con-
tender for a Team India call-
up following a sensational 
IPL 2026 campaign, with 
BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia 
indicating that the teenager is 
firmly on the selectors’ radar.

At just 15 years old, 
Suryavanshi enjoyed a break-
through season that captured 
the imagination of cricket 
fans across the country. The 
left-handed batter finished as 
the leading run-scorer of IPL 
2026, amassing an impressive 
776 runs in 16 matches and 
claiming the prestigious Or-
ange Cap. In doing so, he be-
came the youngest player in 
the tournament’s history to 
achieve the feat.

His fearless strokeplay, ma-
turity under pressure and con-
sistency against some of the 
world’s best bowlers have 
sparked widespread calls for 
his inclusion in the national 
side. Former cricketers, ex-

perts and fans have all 
weighed in on whether the 
teenager is ready to make the 
step up to international crick-
et.

While Indian selectors have 
traditionally preferred a grad-
ual approach when introduc-
ing young talents to the senior 
team, Suryavanshi’s extraor-
dinary performances have 
made him difficult to ig-
nore. The debate over his 
selection intensified after 
Saikia praised the young-
ster and acknowledged 
that selectors have 
been closely mon-
itoring his prog-
ress throughout 
the IPL season.

Speaking about 
Suryavanshi’s fu-
ture, Saikia de-
scribed him as In-
dian cricket’s 
latest “won-
derkid” and 
e x p r e s s e d 
confidence 
t h a t  h e 
w o u l d 

make a major impact 
on the global stage in 
the years ahead.

The BCCI secretary 
said selectors had been 

tracking every IPL 
match closely and would 
take the best decision for 
the youngster when fu-
ture squads are picked, 
including for India’s up-
coming tour of the Unit-
ed Kingdom. He added 
that while several play-
ers had delivered out-
standing performances 
during the tournament, 
Suryavanshi stood out 
because of his age, tem-

perament and remarkable 
consistency.
Although no official an-

nouncement has been made 
regarding his inclusion in the 
national team, Saikia’s com-
ments suggest that the teenag-
er is very much in contention. 
For now, Indian cricket’s 
newest sensation appears 
closer than ever to realising 
his dream of representing the 
country at the highest level.

National 
teams 

remain eligible 
for international 
events despite 

governing 
suspension.

Tim David suspended for 
RCB’s IPL 2027 opener 
after umpire incident

AHMEDABAD
 

Royal Challengers Bengal-
uru (RCB) batter Tim David 
has been suspended for the 
first match of the 2027 Indi-
an Premier League season 
after accumulating five de-
merit points during the re-
cently concluded campaign. 
The Australian power-hitter 
was also fined 50 per cent 
of his match fee for breach-
ing the IPL Code of Con-
duct during the IPL 2026 
final against Gujarat Titans 
in Ahmedabad.

The disciplinary action 
stemmed from an incident 
during the 10th over of the 
first innings in the final, 
where David threw an ice 
pack in the direction of on-
field umpire Nitin Menon. 
The IPL governing body 
found the act to be in viola-
tion of Article 2.9 of the 
Code of Conduct, which 
covers throwing a ball or 
any item of cricket equip-
ment at or near a player, 
official, umpire or any third 
person in an inappropriate 
or dangerous manner during 
a match.

David admitted to the of-
fence and accepted the 
sanction imposed by match 
referee Javagal Srinath. The 
punishment carries added 
significance as it pushed his 
tally to five demerit points 
for the season, automatical-
ly triggering a one-match 
suspension.

The 30-year-old had al-
ready been penalised twice 

earlier in IPL 2026. On 
May 11, following RCB’s 
clash against Mumbai Indi-
ans, he was fined 30 per 
cent of his match fee and 
handed two demerit points 
for using a gesture deemed 
obscene, offensive or insult-
ing under Article 2.6 of the 
Code.

Before that, during anoth-
er match against Mumbai 
Indians on April 13, David 
received a fine amounting 
to 25 per cent of his match 
fee and one demerit point 
for disobeying an umpire’s 
instruction, an offence cov-
ered under Article 2.4 of the 
IPL regulations.

As a result, David will 
miss RCB’s opening fixture 
of IPL 2027, 
or the first 
match of 
any fran-
chise he 
r e p -
resents in 
the tourna-
ment next 
season.

Ireland edge West Indies by one run to 
record historic T20I victory

DUBLIN
 

Ireland registered a landmark 
victory in women’s cricket, 
defeating West Indies by one 
run via the Duckworth-Lew-
is-Stern (DLS) method in the 
Tri-Nation Women’s T20I Se-
ries to secure their first-ever 
win against the Caribbean 
side in the format.

The dramatic result lifted 
Ireland to the top of the tour-
nament standings after a 
rain-interrupted encounter in 
which captain Orla Prender-
gast delivered a match-win-
ning all-round performance.

Chasing a target of 142, Ire-
land found themselves under 
early pressure after losing 

wickets in the opening stages 
of the innings. However, 
Prendergast steadied the chase 
with a superb unbeaten 71 off 
just 46 deliveries, striking 11 
boundaries and a six. Her ag-
gressive yet controlled in-
nings kept Ireland ahead of 
the required rate despite reg-
ular setbacks at the other end.

The turning point came in 
the 15th over when Leah Paul 
struck a crucial boundary that 
carried Ireland to 99 for five 
after 14.1 overs, one run 
ahead of the DLS par score of 
98. Moments later, worsening 
weather forced players off the 
field, and with no possibility 
of resuming play, Ireland 
were declared winners by the 
narrowest of margins.

Earlier, Ireland's bowlers 
laid the foundation for the 
victory by restricting West In-
dies to 141 for eight in their 
allotted 20 overs. Ava Can-
ning produced an outstanding 
spell, finishing with figures of 
2 for 11 from four overs. Her 

early breakthroughs removed 
captain Hayley Matthews and 
Qiana Joseph, putting the 
hosts on the back foot.

Prendergast also made an 
important contribution with 
the ball, claiming two wickets 
for 26 runs, including the late 
dismissals of Aaliyah Alleyne 
and Zaida James. West Indies 
recovered through a 44-run 
partnership between Shem-
aine Campbelle and Jannillea 
Glasgow, whose 36 helped 
push the total beyond 140.

Despite an early double 
strike from Shawnisha Hector 
in the chase, Ireland remained 
composed. 

Prendergast dominated a 
crucial sixth-wicket partner-
ship with Paul, whose deci-
sive boundary ultimately 
proved the difference.

The victory leaves both Ire-
land and West Indies with two 
wins from three matches, 
while Pakistan women's crick-
et team remain winless after 
two games in the tri-series.

Snubbed J&K Nabi joins India camp as net bowler
NEW CHANDIGARH

 
Jammu and Kashmir pacer 
Auqib Nabi Dar, whose omis-
sion from India’s squad for 
the one-off Test against Af-
ghanistan sparked consider-
able debate, has been called 
up to assist the national team 
as a net bowler ahead of the 
match beginning on June 6 at 
Mullanpur.

The young seamer is among 
seven bowlers invited by the 
Indian team management to 
strengthen practice sessions 
before the Test. His inclusion 

comes despite missing out on 
the final 15-member squad, a 
decision that had drawn criti-
cism from several former 
cricketers and observers.

According to sources, Au-
qib will join the Indian camp 
alongside Uttar Pradesh 
leg-spinner Zeeshan Ansari, 
who recently featured for 
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the 
IPL. The presence of a 
wrist-spinner in the nets is ex-
pected to help Indian batters 
prepare for Afghanistan’s 
spin-heavy attack.

Team management is be-

lieved to have requested addi-
tional bowlers due to con-
cerns over workload manage-
ment. Senior pacers Moham-
med Siraj and Prasidh Krish-
na recently endured a de-
manding IPL schedule, play-
ing three matches in seven 
days while travelling exten-
sively. As a result, the duo are 
unlikely to bowl at full inten-
sity during practice sessions, 
making support bowlers es-
sential for match preparation.

Auqib’s call-up is particu-
larly significant given his out-
standing domestic season. 

The right-arm seamer claimed 
60 wickets in the Ranji Tro-
phy, finishing as the tourna-
ment’s highest wicket-taker 
and playing a crucial role in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s ti-
tle-winning campaign.

His exclusion from the na-
tional squad had triggered 
strong reactions, with former 
India captain and ex-selection 
committee chairman Dilip 
Vengsarkar questioning the 
value of domestic perfor-
mances if such achievements 
were not rewarded with na-
tional selection opportunities.

Lalit Modi 
predicts global 

superstardom for 
IPL sensation 
Sooryavanshi

NEW DELHI
 

Praise continues to pour in 
for teenage batting sensation 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi after 
his record-breaking IPL 2026 
season, with former IPL 
chairman Lalit Modi making 
a bold prediction that the 
youngster could become a 
bigger global celebrity than 
stars from Hollywood and 
Bollywood.

The 15-year-old Rajasthan 
Royals batter emerged as one 
of the biggest stories of IPL 
2026, dazzling fans and ex-
perts alike with a string of 
fearless and explosive per-
formances. 

Sooryavanshi finished the 
season as the tournament’s 
leading run-scorer, amassing 
776 runs in 16 matches to 
claim the Orange Cap and 
establish himself as one of 
cricket’s most exciting young 
talents.

Modi backed the Bi-
har-born cricketer to achieve 
unprecedented success in the 
shortest format of the game. 
He predicted that Sooryavan-
shi would eventually score a 
double century in T20 crick-
et, a feat yet to be achieved 
at the highest level.

Modi  a lso  urged the 
youngster to remain ground-
ed despite the growing fame 
and financial rewards that 
have followed his remarkable 
rise. According to the former 
IPL chief, Sooryavanshi pos-
sesses the talent and poten-
tial to become the biggest 
sporting superstar on the 
planet.

The comments add to the 
growing hype surrounding 
the teenager, whose perfor-
mances have sparked calls 
for a place in India’s national 

team. His ability to 
dominate experi-
enced bowlers 
d e s p i t e  h i s 
young age has 
led many for-
mer players and 
analysts to label 

him a once- 
in-a-gen-
e r a t i o n 
talent.

India set for 
53-match int’l 

season ahead of 
2027 World Cup

HYDERABAD
 

India is set for a packed inter-
national calendar featuring 53 
matches across formats be-
fore the start of the 2027 Indi-
an Premier League season, 
providing crucial preparation 
ahead of the 2027 ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup.

According to the proposed 
Future Tours Programme be-
ing widely discussed among 
cricket followers, India will 
play 10 Tests, 20 One-Day 
Internationals and 23 Twen-
ty20 Internationals between 
June 2026 and March 2027.

The schedule is expected to 
begin on June 6 with a home 
series against Afghanistan 
comprising a one-off Test and 
ODI matches. India will then 
embark on overseas assign-
ments in Ireland, England, 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka, 
while also playing a three-
match T20I series against Af-
ghanistan at a neutral venue 
in New Delhi, with Afghani-
stan acting as the host nation.

Several teams are also 
scheduled to tour In-

dia during the peri-
od. West Indies, 
Sri Lanka and 
Zimbabwe are 
expec ted  to 
visit for white-
ba l l  se r ies 
f e a t u r i n g 
O D I  a n d 
T20I  con-
tests. The ex-

tensive calen-
dar is seen as a 

key phase in India's 
build-up to the 
2027 World Cup.
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