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The Truth Speaks

Policy push: DKS delivers 
big changes in first month

BENGALURU: Marking exactly 30 days in 
power, Chief Minister DK Shivakumar has un-
leashed a historic wave of rapid development 
projects, citizen welfare schemes, and tough 
anti-corruption reforms across the state. 

This high-speed first month targets massive 
infrastructure shifts, public relief, and exten-
sive support for local youth.

To revolutionise the tech hub's daily com-
mute, the Chief Minister approved a mega 
₹2,000 crore project to make Bengaluru's roads 
entirely pothole-free. Alongside starting work 
on a new tunnel road near Hebbal, the admin-
istration took decisive, direct steps to reshape 
administration, governance, and public safety.

On the employment front, the youth received 

a massive boost as the government enforced a 
strict six-month deadline to recruit for 72,000 
vacant government positions.

The 1-month report card
Administrative shake-up and governance

NEW PRAJA SEVA MINISTRY: Set up to listen directly to public grievances.

PUNCHING IN: Staff using GPS software must be at their desks by 10 am.

ANTI-CORRUPTION LINES: Dedicated helplines opened to report ongoing illegal bribes.

Infrastructure & 
Bengaluru development
n �Pothole-free roads: Ap-

proved a ₹2,000 crore 
project aimed at making 
Bengaluru’s roads en-
tirely pothole-free.

n �Connectivity & transit: 
Opened 10-lane SM 
Krishna Road in Kempe-
gowda Layout and laid 
foundation stone for mini 
tunnel road near Hebbal.

n �Green initiatives: 
Directed the Bangalore 
Development Authority 
(BDA) to plant 15 lakh 
saplings on Kempe-
gowda Jayanti, aiming 
for a Guinness World 
Record.

n �Civic exemptions: Oc-
cupancy Certificate ex-
emptions for permanent 
electricity connections 
for new residential build-
ings up to 2,500 sq.ft.

n �Land categorisation: 
Approved conversion of 
“B” to “A” category prop-
erties across the state.

Governance, law & 
administrative reforms

n �Public grievances: Es-
tablished a new ministry 
‘Praja Seva’ to address 
public grievances, along 
with a dedicated corrup-
tion complaint helpline.

n �Bureaucratic account-
ability: Directed gov-
ernment staff using GPS 
software to be present in 
offices by 10 am. Officials 
were instructed to work 
strictly within the legal 
framework without giving in 
to political pressure.

n �State representation in 
Delhi: Decided to construct 
a Karnataka Bhavan for 
students in Delhi and form 
a team of retired IAS/IPS 
officers, besides strength-
ening the SC legal team to 
safeguard state interests.

n �Revenue protection: Is-
sued strict instructions to 
prevent tax evasion and 
reclaim government lands 
(including mining zones) 
left inactive for years.

Agriculture, water 
management & environment
Tungabhadra dam protection: Jointly 
collaborated with the Chief Ministers 
of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, un-
der the Union Jal Shakti Ministry, to 
protect Tungabhadra farmers. This in-
cludes introducing new spill gates and 
a central plan to remove silt.

Mekedatu Project progress: Secured 
State Wildlife Board clearance 
 for seismic and soil testing for the  
Mekedatu project, forwarding  
it to the Central Wildlife Board  
for  final approval.

Farmer support: Financial incentives  
for mango growers and ordered timely 
distribution of seeds and fertilizers.

Forest clearances: Set a strict July 15 
deadline to resolve all pending forest 
clearance cases.

Education, youth & 
employment

Student benefits: Rolled out free bus 
passes for all students across the state.

Grassroots youth networks:  
Established the Bharat Jodo Youth  
Association in all panchayats and 
wards, allocating J10 lakh to each.

Employment drive: Set a tight 
6-month deadline to recruit for 
72,000 vacant government positions 
and approved a private-sector job ex-
change center.

Campus politics: Initiated plans to re-
sume student college elections start-
ing this academic year.

Social welfare, housing & public safety

Directed officials to fast-track housing projects, emphasizing the construction of ready houses 
over just distributing open plots.

Formed village and ward-level guarantee committees to ensure state welfare schemes  
strictly reach Karnataka residents without leakages.

Set a target for a drug-free Karnataka by 2028, placed a warning ban on intoxicating pan  
masala/gutka, and introduced rewards for drug-network informants.

Ordered the formation of specialized anti-rowdy squads in every district.

Housing for the poor

Guarantee schemes

Anti-drug & crime campaign

Law enforcement

8 KILLED IN ROCK COLLAPSE
 AT BENGALURU QUARRY

BENGALURU 
 

Eight daily-wage labourers 
from Bihar and West Bengal 
were killed and around 15 
were injured after a massive 
rock collapsed at a stone 
quarry here on Thursday 
morning, police said.

The incident occurred at a 
s tone  crusher  uni t  in 
Madapatna in Bengaluru 
South taluk while the work-
ers were engaged in quarry-
ing operations. The identities 
of the deceased are yet to 
be established. Around 15 
others sustained inju-
ries and were shifted 
to a private hospital 
for treatment.

According to the 
crusher operator, the 
accident occurred 
between 6 am and 
6:30 am when boul-
ders rolled down following 
vibrations caused by blasting 
operations. He claimed he 
had earlier warned the quar-
ry owner about loose boul-
ders on the upper side of the 
quarry and urged that they 
be removed. As no action 
was taken, the workers had 
no time to escape when the 
rocks came crashing down.

One of the labourers said, 
"There were about 18 work-
ers at the site. A huge rock 
fell from about 40 feet on 
the workers." The falling 
boulders also crushed trac-
tors and other vehicles used 
for transportation, causing 

extensive damage.
Chief Minister DK Shiva-

kumar expressed his grief 
over the incident. The col-
lapse of a crusher wall in 
Madapattana of Bengaluru 
South Taluk has caused the 
death of seven workers, bring-
ing immense sorrow, he said 
in a post on 'X'. He said, "It 
is the duty of quarry owners 
to ensure the life safety and 
security of workers engaged 
in quarry operations.

Rescue teams and police 
personnel rushed to the site 
and launched rescue opera-

tions. The area was 
cordoned off while of-
ficials cleared the de-
bris and searched for 
any other workers 
who  migh t  have 
been trapped.

M L A S T  S o -
mashekar demanded 

compensation of Rs 1 crore for 
the family of each deceased 
worker. He also called for crim-
inal cases to be registered 
against those responsible, in-
cluding the quarry owner and 
officials concerned.

Alleging that he had re-
peatedly raised safety con-
cerns about the quarry with 
the authorities, Somashekar 
said they had ignored his 
warnings. Had timely action 
been taken, the tragedy 
could have been prevented, 
he said, adding that he 
would raise the matter with 
the CM and seek strict action 
against those responsible.

LOCATION: Madapatna village,  
Bengaluru South taluk.

TIME: The incident happened  
around 6 am to 7:30 am.

CASUALTIES: Eight labourers were 
killed. Most of the victims were migrant 
workers from Bihar, with others  
hailing from North Karnataka and WB.

CAUSE: The rockfall was reportedly  
triggered while excavators were clearing 
space for a new crusher unit higher up, or 
due to vibrations from ongoing blasting, 
sending massive granite boulders  
crashing directly onto the workers.

RESCUE EFFORTS: Police, emergency 
teams, and rescue personnel quickly 
cordoned off the area to clear debris 
and search for anyone still trapped in 
the mangled wreckage. Five to fifteen 
injured workers were rushed to local 
hospitals for critical care.

Incident details

GOVT ACTION: Chief Minister DK  
Shivakumar rushed to the hospital, 
expressed profound grief, and  
promised strict action against any 
quarries operating without following 
proper safety guidelines.

ARREST AND PROBE: The quarry 
owner (reportedly identified as  
Anandaswamy) was taken into police 
custody for questioning as officials  
investigate potential safety violations 
and operational negligence.

CALLS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY:  
Local representatives (such as  
Yeshwanthpur MLA ST Somashekar) 
have alleged that illegal quarrying has 
been rampant in the area and have  
demanded comprehensive investiga-
tions into the Mines and Geology  
Department, police, and Pollution 
Control Board.

Official response 

KILLER QUARRY
A massive rock collapse at the Kaveri Stone Crusher quarry in 
Madapattana, Bengaluru South taluk, killed eight workers and 

severely injured several others. The tragic early-morning accident 
occurred when heavy machinery dislodged a 40-foot boulder, 
crushing the daily-wage labourers operating in the pit below.

CM promises crackdown on safety lapses
BENGALURU 

 
Following the fatal stone quarry incident 
in Bengaluru on Thursday, Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar said the government 
would review whether quarrying opera-
tions across the state were being carried 
out in accordance with safety norms.

Expressing grief over the deaths of 
the labourers, who were reportedly 
mostly from Bihar, the CM said, "We will 
issue fresh guidelines for quarrying activ-
ities across the state. I will ensure that no 
such incident occurs again." 

He added that he had directed officials 
to the accident site and was awaiting de-
tailed reports from them. "As per initial 
reports, seven people have died. The first 
report indicates that the incident was not 
due to blasting, but due to soil erosion. 
I will get a detailed report on this." 

When reporters asked about the ex gra-
tia, the CM said compensation is not the 
priority right now. 

"We will certainly provide compensa-
tion to the families, there is no doubt 
about that. But my priority is to ensure 
that such incidents do not happen again 
in Karnataka," he said. 

Yashwanthpur MLA ST Somashekar 
said the eighth labourer died in the hospital. 

GP: Need to find out who grants 
these sanctions 

Speaking to reporters here, Deputy 
Chief Minister G Parameshwara said he 
will gather information, and if there is 
anything that pertains to the Revenue 
Department, which is his portfolio, he 
would take immediate action.

"We need to find out who grants 
these sanctions. 

At present, it is the Deputy Commis-
sioners and the officials of the Mining 
Department who grant them. We will 
examine the matter and take whatever 
action is necessary based on our find-
ings," he said. Expressing concerns 
over illegalities in quarrying taking 
place across the state, the DyCM said 
he would do whatever is required to 
prevent it.

Preliminary probe suggest loose soil as the cause, with questions arising about 
potential illegal quarrying; CM orders probe, major crackdown on lapses.

We will issue fresh 
guidelines for  

quarrying activities 
across the state. I 

will ensure that no 
such incident  
occurs again.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

“

KBG: Street vendors to be 
relocated, not evicted 

OPERATION FOOTPATH

BENGALURU
 

Greater Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda on Thursday clarified 
that street vendors within the 
GBA limits will not be evict-
ed, but are instead being relo-
cated from arterial and sub-ar-
terial roads to ward roads to 
ensure pedestrian safety. 

Addressing a virtual 
conference with con-
cerned officials re-
viewing the ongoing 
footpath encroach-
ment clearance drive 
in the city, he directed 
officials to clear not only 
street vendors from footpaths, 
but abandoned vehicles and 
illegally parked vehicles to 
build smooth and organised 
footpaths for citizens.

He instructed officials to 
take action to clear all en-
croachments in a phased man-
ner, the minister's office said 
in a statement. 

Opposing the move, the 

street vendors have alleged 
that the drive was "selective" 
and came without providing 
any alternatives. They claimed 
that their livelihood is affect-
ed.

Claiming that the footpath 
encroachment clearance drive 
in the city has received strong 
public support, Gowda in-
structed officials to provide 

information on permitting 
street vendors to con-
duct business on ward 
roads, excluding major 
arterial and sub-arteri-
al roads, in a manner 

that does not cause any 
inconvenience to the pub-

lic.
"If we utilise the existing 

system effectively, we will 
gain public support, and even 
seemingly impossible tasks 
can be achieved. In this re-
gard, all officials must work 
in coordination to build 
smooth, safe, and organized 
footpaths for the citizens of 
Bengaluru," he said. 

Modi calls Takaichi ‘Choti Behen’
LEADERS’ PERSONAL RAPPORTRANKS

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
addressed his Japanese coun-
terpart Sanae Takaichi as his 
'younger sister' and hailed her 
as a 'visionary and popular 
leader' while delivering his 
statement during a joint press 
meet in New Delhi.

Modi made the remarks in 
Hindi, and Takaichi, who 
heard its simultaneous transla-
tion in Japanese via a tech de-
vice, responded to this gesture 
with a warm smile.

India and Japan share Spe-
cial Strategic and Global Part-
nership, and the friendship 
between the two countries has 
a long history, rooted in spiri-
tual affinity and strong cultural 
and civilisational ties.
Leaders' personal rapport 
and strategic dialogue
"Your Excellency, and 'meri 
chhoti behen' (my younger sis-
ter) Prime Minister Takaichi, 
delegates of the two countries, 
members of the media, Nam-
askar! Konnichiwa," Modi said 
as he began his address.

"I am delighted to welcome 
Prime Minister Takaichi on her 
first visit to India for the In-
dia-Japan Annual Summit. She 
is also Japan's first female Prime 
Minister, and a visionary and 
popular leader. Furthermore, 
she hails from Japan's Nara 
Prefecture, a very important cen-
tre of shared Buddhist heritage of 
India and Japan," he said.

Takaichi acknowledges  
Modi's remarks
In her address in Japanese, 
which was simultaneously 
translated in English, Takaichi 
acknowledged Modi's remarks 
describing her as his "younger 
sister" "The small meeting be-
fore and the big meeting...we 
confirmed that we are on the 
same page to develop this rela-
tionship as brother and sister," 
she said.

INDIA-JAPAN SUMMIT
n �PM Modi referred to Jap-

anese PM Sanae Takaichi 
as his ‘younger sister,’ 
highlighting the warm 
personal rapport between 
the leaders.

n �The leaders held the 16th 
India-Japan Annual Sum-
mit, agreeing to deepen 
strategic cooperation 
across various sectors.

n �Discussions focused 
on strengthening the 
India-Japan Special 
Strategic and Global 
Partnership, built on trust 
and shared values.

n �Both nations plan to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations next 
year, with a focus on cul-
tural, tourism, and creative 
economy cooperation.

n �Sanae Takaichi is Japan’s 
first female Prime Minister 
and her visit marks an im-
portant step in advancing 
bilateral ties.

Karnataka 
woman found 

dead in Uganda
Kottur: 
A 24-year-old 
woman from 
Kannanaya-
kanakatte vil-
lage in Kottur 
taluk of Vi-
j a y a n a g a r a 

district was found dead under 
suspicious circumstances in 
Uganda, Kottur police said.  The 
deceased has been identified as 
B Bindu. Efforts are under way 
to bring her body back to India. 
  “We have no information as to 
the cause of her death. We will 
have to register a case once we 
receive the body. Taralabalu 
Jagadguru Shivamurthy Shi-
vacharya has been in touch 
with the Indian Ambassador to 
Uganda Anant Iyer, and has 
arranged for the woman’s 
body to be transported to In-
dia. This is all the information 
we have at the moment,” Kot-
tur PSI Geetanjali Shinde said.
  Police said Uganda authori-
ties have confiscated the pass-
port of Bindu's husband.

ISRO gets bomb 
threat, mail sent 

to chairman
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) head-
quarters in Bengaluru re-
ceived a bomb threat via 
email on Thursday, prompting 
an immediate investigation.

According to police, the 
threatening email was sent to 
the office of ISRO Chairman 
Dr V Narayanan. Following 
the alert, police teams, along 
with bomb squad personnel, 
rushed to the site and con-
ducted a thorough sanitisation 
exercise of the premises. 

No explosive device was 
found during the search.

Multiple police teams have 
launched an investigation to 
trace the sender and deter-
mine the motive. Authorities 
are also examining whether 
the email originated from out-
side the country. 

This is not the first such in-
cident. Last year, similar 
bomb threat emails were sent 
to several schools in Delhi.
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Capgemini shuts B’luru daycare over child abuse 
BENGALURU

Capgemini has temporarily 
shut its daycare facility at its 
Bengaluru campus after vid-
eos allegedly showing tod-
dlers being abused by care-
givers surfaced online.

In a statement, the company 
said, “Capgemini’s foremost 
priority is the health, safety 
and well-being of its employ-
ees and their family members. 
We are cooperating fully with 
the relevant authorities and 
assisting them in their efforts 
to establish the facts. As a 
precautionary measure, we 
are temporarily closing the 

Bengaluru campus day care 
facility. 

The alleged abuse took 
place at the crèche on the 
company’s Brookefield cam-
pus in east Bengaluru, where 
many employees leave their 
young children while at work.
Police have booked five day-
care workers, Manjula, Vijay-
alakshmi, Bhavani, Sindhu 
and Bindu — under the Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act and Sec-
tion 351 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita for criminal 
intimidation. 

According to police, videos 
purportedly show toddlers 

aged between two and three 
be ing  p laced  ins ide  a 
front-loading washing ma-
chine, sprayed with water in 
their mouths using a toilet jet 
spray, and locked inside toi-
lets to stop them from crying. 
Investigators also alleged that 
the children were forced to sit 
on Western-style commodes 
and threatened into silence. 

The case came to light after 
a child helpline official re-
ceived four videos and alerted 
the police. Investigators said 
the footage was recorded by a 
staff member whose friend 
had been dismissed from the 
daycare cen tre last month. 

Police inspected the premises 
on Wednesday and collected 
CCTV footage. Notices have 
been issued to all five ac-
cused, asking them to appear 
for questioning. A senior po-
lice officer said investigators 
would contact the parents of 
the children to find out 
whether they had noticed any 
signs of abuse or whether the 
children had com plained of 
mistreatment. Under Section 
75 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 
cruelty towards childre n by 
ca regivers is punishable with 
imprisonment ranging fro m 
three to ten years. Police said 
the investigation is ongoing.

‘CHILD ABUSE’

QUICK READ

3 Darshan fans held  
for threatening  

key witness  

Driver dies after  
Tata Ace collides  

with canter 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Three alleged fans of ac-
tor Darshan, the main ac-
cused in the 2024 Renuka 
swamy murder case, were 

arrested on charges of 
threatening a key witness 
in an attempt to prevent 

him from testifying before 
court. According to police, 
the three accused, Venu, 

Suhas, and Puneeth, alleg 
edly intimidated the 49th 
prosecution witness, who’ 
s from Chitradurga. Inves-
tigators said Puneeth ma 
naged a fan page named 
‘D Company’, while Suhas 
and Venu are members of 
a Darshan Fans’ Associa-

tion in Tumakuru. The 
witness informed the 

Judge in Court he was un-
der pressu re not to testi-

fy. Following the state-
ment, the court directed 
police to provide security 
to the witness. Ba sed on 

information ga the red 
from the witne ss, police 

registered a case and 
found Suhas had alle 

gedly called the witness 
under the pretext of hold-
ing a discussion.  . Suhas 
reportedly drove the wit-
ness around in a car and 
pressured him not to de-

pose in court. 

KIC fines North Sub-Division AC of Rs 75,000
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Information 
Commission (KIC) has im-
posed a fine of 75,000 on 
Kiran, the Deputy Divisional 

Officer of Bangalore North 
Sub-Division, for not provid-
ing information to the appli-
cants in three separate cases 
and for failing to attend the 
hearing, and has also recom-

mended disciplinary action 
against the officer.  Kiran was 
neglecting the applications 
submitted to his office seeking 
information without providing 
proper information. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Lokesh (35), the driver of 
the Tata Ace, died after a 

head-on collision be-
tween a Tata Ace and a 

Canter ve hicle within 
the police station limits. 
The accident took place 

in front of Park View 
Apartment at around 
2:40 am on Thursday. 
The Banaswadi Traffic 

Police said that both the 
vehicles had Rajasthan 

registratio ns and the de-
ceased was also from 
Rajasthan. A ca se has 
be en registered at the 
Banas wadi Traffic Poli 

ce Sta tion. According to 
in itial information, the 

decea sed may have 
been dri ving a vehicle 
with the intention of 
learning to drive and 
caused the accident.

BENGALURU

Amid growing demands from 
apartment owners to take 
over maintenance and man-
agement of BDA-built apart-
ment complexes, Bengaluru 
Development  Authori ty 
(BDA) has urged the state 
govt to notify a “competent 
authority” for the registration 
of apartment owners’ associ-
ations under Karnataka 
Apartment Ownership Act, 
1972 (KAOA).

The move comes after 
some associations approa 
ched BDA, stating they were 
prepared to manage the up-
keep of apartment complexes 
themselves. 

However, officials said the 
absence of clarity on the reg-
istration mechanism became 
a hurdle in recognising  
these associations and trans-
ferring maintenance respon-
sibilities. 

In a June 29 letter to the 
urban development depart-
ment, BDA said apartment 

owners and residents across 
Karnataka were facing con-
siderable difficulties in regis-
tering associations under 
KAOA. 

A senior BDA official said, 
there is an ambiguity and we 
have been hearing concerns 
from residents that they were 
unable to proceed with the 
registration. If the govt clears 
this confusion, it will be a 
relief across the city. 

Dhananjaya Padmanabha 
c h a r,  f r o m  K a r n a t a k a  
Homebuyers’ Forum, said, re 
gistering apartment associa-
tions under a govt-notified 
competent authority will give 
them legal recognition, en-
ab le  g r ievances  to  be  
addressed without approach-
ing civil courts, and ensure 
compliance with RERA  
directions on land khata 
transfer. 

It will also provide a legal 
identity to managing com-
mittee members. It’s a great 
move from BDA to seek 
clear government directions. 

BENGALURU

The High Court has stayed 
the order issued by the state 
government to withdraw 52 
serious criminal cases regis-
tered in various police sta-
tions in the state.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Vibhu Bakhru and Justice KS 
Hemalekha, which was hear-
ing a public interest litigation 
filed by Bengaluru-based 
lawyer Girish Bhardwaj, 
stayed the government’s or-
der. It issued a notice to the 
state government to file ob-
jections in the case and ad-
journed the hearing.

During the hearing, the 
counsel for the petitioner ex-
plained to the bench that the 
prosecution has withdrawn 
the cases registered in vari-
ous police stations of the 
state on the recommendation 
of three senior ministers. 

The government has taken 
a decision contrary to the or-

der issued by the same court 
in 2025 in this regard. There-
fore, the government’s deci-
sion should be stayed.

The government’s counsel 
said that if given some time, 
they would file objections to 
the application. 

At this time, the bench said 
that the government would be 
given time to file objections. 
They said that the govern-
ment’s order would be stayed. 
It also issued notices to the 
Home Department and the 
Prosecution and Government 
Litigation Department and ad-
journed the hearing to Sep-
tember 28.

The bench, which refused 
to issue a notice to Health 
Minister UT Khader, the third 
respondent in the petition, 
said that statements made by 
MLAs in the House are ex-
empted and therefore, he can-
not be made a respondent.

The State Cabinet meeting 
held on May 21, had ap-
proved the proposal to with-
draw 52 cases. Accordingly, 
on May 27, the Home De-

partment had issued an order 
directing the government 
prosecutor to withdraw the 
cases. The petitioners have 
requested that this order and 
the decision of the Cabinet 
be quashed.

Also, the then Assembly 
Speaker UT Khader had writ-
ten a letter to the Home Min-
ister, describing the accused 
in the serious cases related to 
communal riots, unlawful as-
sembly, damage to public 
property, attempt to murder 
and hijab protest that took 
place in the Aland police sta-
tion limits of Kalaburagi dis-
trict as ‘not criminals’. 

Khader had made this rec-
ommendation on the request 
of the Dargah Hazrat Ladle 
Mashekh Ansari Committee. 
The petition explained that 
through this, political influ-
ence was exerted on the ex-
ecutive and the criminal jus-
tice system was interfered 
with. 

HC stays state govt order to 
withdraw 52 criminal cases

The Karnataka cabinet held on May 21, 2026 decided to withdraw  
52 cases registered in various police stations across the state.

BENGALURU

Earthmovers, backhoes and 
jackhammers tore into illegal 
constructions on footpaths 
Wednesday morning as Great-
er Bengaluru Authori ty 
(GBA) launched its latest 
campaign to clear city roads 
of encroachments. 

Street vendors were asked 
to move into inner lanes, and 
parked vehicles, shop exten-
sions and other obstructions 
were tossed out of prime foot-
paths meant for pedestrians. 

Bengaluru Development 
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda 
said the city’s ‘Safe Footpaths 
Campaign’ should become “a 
people’s movement” to re-
claim public spaces for pedes-
trians. He urged traders, com-
mercial establishments and 
street vendors to voluntarily 
clear encroachments. 

On day one, GBA freed up 
76km of city roads and hand-
ed them back to pedestrians. 
The series has found several 
stretches encroached upon by 
vendors, vehicles and shop 
awnings, forcing pedestrians 

onto carriageways. At the 
same time, the minister reaf-
firmed the state govt’s com-
mitment to protecting the live-
lihoods of street vendors. 

Except on around 20 per-
cent of priority arterial roads, 
vending can continue on other 
roads, provided pedestrian 
movement is not obstructed,“ 

he said. “Every resident of 
Bengaluru has the right to use 
safe and obstruction-free foot-
paths. This should not remain 
merely a govt campaign; it 
must become a people’s 
movement driven by public 
participation, he said. 

Across five city corpora-
tions, GBA scrubbed some of 
the key roads which were a 
nightmare for both pedestrians 
and motorists. These roads in-
clude MG Road, Old Madras 
Road, Indiranagar’s 100ft 
Road, Mysore Road, Kempe-
gowda Road, Cunningham 
Road, Hope Farm Junc-
tion-Varthur Kodi, Marathahal-
li Junction-Ibbalur Junction, 
ITPL Main Road, Sampige 
Road in Malleshwaram, Kath-
riguppe Main Road, Bull Tem-
ple Road, Sahakaranagar Rail-
way Parallel Road in Byatar 
ayanapura, Vidyaranyapura 
Main Road, Banaswadi Main 
Road in Sarvagnanagar, key 
roads in Jayanagar, Bommana-
halli, Padmanabhanagar, JP 
Nagar and BTM Layout. 

Malleswaram alone ac-
counted for 11km of freed-up 

roads. 
Petty shops, pushcarts, con-

struction debris, illegal cables, 
temporary building projec-
tions and other encroachments 
were cleared with support 
from police and other govt de-
partments. 

In some locations in many 
civic zones of Bengaluru, 
stormwater drain slabs were 
installed to improve drainage 
after encroachments were re-
moved. Hotel extensions, veg-
etable stalls, illegal concrete 
structures, compound walls 
and other obstacles blocking 
pedestrian movement were 
also demolished in the cam-
paign, which will continue in 
the coming days, Bengaluru 
North City Corporation re-
moved encroachments from 
across six assembly constitu-
encies, covering Byatarayana-
pura, Vidyaranyapura, Sarvag-
nanagar, Pulikeshinagar, Heb-
bal and Yelahanka.

 Civic teams removed street 
vendors, pushcarts, unautho-
rised advertisement boards, 
sheds and other encroach-
ments.

GBA’s ‘Safe Footpath Campaign’ gains momentum

GBA clears 1,000 km of  
footpaths in 10-day 

campaign; the campaign 
aims to remove 

encroachments and 
restore footpaths for 

public use.

BENGALURU

The High Court has granted 
bail to former MUDA Com-
missioner GT Dinesh, who 
was arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in the 
illegal allotment of MUD land 
case against former Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah.

The order was made by a 
bench of Justice M. Nagaprasa 
nna, who granted the bail ap-
plication filed by the fifth ac-
cused, GT Dinesh, in connec-
tion with the case registered by 
the ED. The applicant shall 
furnish a personal bond of Rs. 
5 lakh and two sureties satis-
factory to the trial Court in the 
same amount. He shall not at-
tempt to tamper with the pros-
ecution evidence or obstruct 
the investigation, either direct-
ly or indirectly. He shall be 
required to appear for hearing 
on all the dates fixed for hear-
ing, unless excused by the trial 
court for cause. The High 
Court has made it clear that 
the Enforcement Directorate is 
at liberty to seek cancellation 
of the bail order of the appli-
cant in case of violation of any 
of these conditions.

GT Dinesh Kumar is facing 
allegations of misusing his 
power and illegally allotting 

plots to ineligible persons 
during his tenure as Muda 
Commissioner. The Enforce-
ment Directorate, which has 
registered a case under the 
PMLA Act in this regard, ar-
rested Dinesh on September 
17, 2025. He is currently in 
judicial custody. After that, on 
October 5, the ED attached pro 
perties worth about Rs 40 
crore belonging to Dinesh Ku-
mar. Also, a chargesheet was 
filed against Dinesh Kumar on 
November 19, 2025, alleging 
that he illegally allotted 283 
plots worth a total of over Rs 
450 crore to ineligible persons.

On October 10, 2025, the 
Special Court of People’s Rep-
resentatives dismissed Dinesh 
Kumar’s bail application. 
Therefore, he approached the 
High Court. 

The High Court, which re-
jected that application on Jan-
uary 20, 2026, had advised 
Dinesh that he could re-apply 
for bail after three months if 
the  c i rcumstances  had 
changed.

Dinesh was granted bail by 
the People’s Representatives 
Court on March 16, but was 
not released due to the pending 
ED case. He later filed another 
application in the High Court 
on June 2 seeking bail.

Former MUDA commissioner 
gets bail in money-laundering

BENGALURU

For the Rajyotsava award win-
ner, Pride has never been just 
about celebration. It is a plat-
form to make people stop, lis-
ten and acknowledge the reali-
ties faced by the LGBTQIA+ 
community every single day. 

Pride is important because it 
gives us a chance to project our 
struggles, our challenges and 
fight against a society that con-
tinues to be transphobic, ho-
mophobic and discriminatory, 
she says. 

The 38-year-old points out 
that while June brings visibility, 
the remaining eleven months 
continue to be filled with every-
day battles. People still face 
rejection from families, partner 

violence, police violence, men-
tal health issues and even sui-
cidal tendencies. These are not 
Pride Month issues. These hap-
pen every day.Bengaluru is of-
ten seen as one of India’s more 
accepting cities but Akkai be-
lieves that visibility does not 
mean everyone feels safe eno 
ugh to be themselves. Every ye 
ar, more people come out be-
cause conversations have in-
creased and safer spaces have 
grown. 

But there are many who 

don’t because of fear and dis-
crimination, she explains. The 
experience also differs across 
class lines. She says, an En-
glish-speaking, financially se-
cure queer person has a very 
different journey compared to 
someone from the working 
class. I worry most about those 
from poorer backgrounds, who 
continue to struggle for liveli-
hood and social recognition. 

She adds that Pride marches 
themselves are sustained largely 
through community effort. 
There are no formal govern-
ment funds for these events. 
Many community members 
who survive through begging or 
sex work also contribute to-
wards Pride.For Akkai, one of 
the biggest gaps lies in every-

day public spaces. People still 
struggle to access public toi-
lets, buses, malls, cinema halls, 
places of worship and other 
public spaces. Imagine carry-
ing an identity card that 
doesn’t match your appear-
ance. Even travelling can be-
come a humiliating experience. 
She believes policies already 
exist but need stronger imple-
mentation. The real question is 
whether there is enough will-
ingness within the system to 
make these spaces inclusive.  
Looking back at nearly three 
decades of activism, Akkai 
says Bengaluru’s reputation as 
a queer-friendly city didn’t 
happen overnight. She is also 
cautious about performative 
allyship online. 

BENGALURU

BDA has urged the forest dept 
to offer a one-time settlement 
to end the impasse over its le-
gally allotted sites. In simple 
terms, these owners will get 
full possession, and, hence, 
freedom, to either construct a 
house or secure sites. 

These sites have been in lim-
bo after they were found to be 
coming under the notified buf-
fer zone of Turahalli forests in 
south Bengaluru, preventing 
them from going ahead with 
construction despite having all 
valid papers. Of these sites, 
274 are in the buffer zone and 
55 within the forest boundary. 
While a resolution is expected 
soon for 274 sites, the 55 sites 
falling under the forest bound-
ary remain a challenge, a BDA 
official said. 

In a letter dated June 23, 
BDA informed the Principal Se 
cretary (Forest) the issue per-
tains to sites along the Turahal-
li reserve forest boundary in 
Blocks 1 to 11, spread across 
Turahalli, Hemmigepura, Lin-
gadheeranahalli, Sompura and 
BM Kaval villages. 

The layouts were formed af-
ter BDA acquired 1,598 acres 

through notifications issued on 
Nov 15, 2000, and Aug 21, 
2001.Several sites adjoining the 
forest later fell within the noti-
fied buffer zone. Hence, the 
forest department stopped 
granting construction permis-
sions. Following the stalemate, 
BDA conducted a joint survey 
in September 2025 along with 
forest and revenue departments. 

The Assistant Director of 
Land Records submitted a re-
port in November 2025, fol-
lowed by a drone survey in 
January 2026.What initially 
appeared to affect over 1,400 
sites was progressively nar-

rowed to just 329. Based on the 
findings, BDA prepared a re-
vised layout map and submitted 
it along with supporting docu-
ments to the Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests. 

During discussions in May 
2026, BDA officials, including 
Commissioner, met their  
forest department counterparts. 
The department agreed in prin-
ciple to work towards a resolu-
tion for the 274 buffer zone 
sites through mutual agreement.  
It was proposed that BDA land, 
already under forest department 
possession, along with an addi-
tional 20 acres and 18 guntas in 
Turahalli village, be transferred 
through a land exchange, pro-
viding equivalent buffer area to 
the department while offering 
permanent relief to affected plot 
owners. The issue was raised at 
two meetings chaired by the 
then Forest Minister Ishwar 
Khandre on May 12 and 20. 

The Minister acknowledged 
families’ plight of being unable 
to build on legally purchased 
sites. Seeking a swift resolution, 
BDA has requested a one-time 
settlement to permanently end 
the uncertainty faced by plot 
owners who have waited since 
2001.

274 BDA sites to soon get 
relief, 55 still in limbo

Bangalore Development 
Authority (BDA) is set to 

hand in huge relief to more 
than 250 site owners in 

Banashankari 6th Phase 
caught in the Turahalli 

forest buffer zone dispute 
in South Bengaluru.

‘Pride Month may be over, but fight 
for LGBTQIA+ continues’

n �The bench stayed the Kar-
nataka government’s order 
to withdraw 52 serious 
criminal cases including 
those involving communal 
riots and attempted murder 
citing contradictions with a 
2025 court ruling.

n �The stay follows a petition 
accusing ministers and 
former Speaker UT Khader 
of improperly exerting po-
litical influence to clear the 
accused.

BDA seeks to ease registration 
of apartment associations 



CITY 3
ibcworldnews.comFRIDAY   JULY 3, 2026BENGALURU, MYSURU

SIR-school-polio: K’taka govt school teachers triple duty
BENGALURU

After a slow start on day one, 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) gathered pace on 
Wednesday, with form distribu-
tion rising from 2.25 percent to 
9.87 percent by 6pm, Wednes-
day.

 Election Commission data 
showed 54.68 lakh voters had 
been covered across Karnataka 
by the second day of the drive. 
Among those on the ground 
were government school teach-
ers and ASHA workers, many 
balancing SIR duty with class-

rooms and the National Pulse 
Polio Immunization Drive.

The 6pm report also identi-
fied 327 duplicate voters, 816 
voters who had shifted out of 

their booth jurisdictions, 1,383 
deceased voters still on the 
rolls, and 21 voters found ab-
sent during the exercise.

At multiple polling booth ju-

risdictions, enumerators found 
themselves wondering how to 
balance academics, the pulse po 
lio campaign and ensuring eligi-
ble voters are not missed during 
the electoral roll revision.

 Trying to keep pace with 
others on day two, Government 
high school headmistress 
Kushtar Jehan, assigned to Sud-
hama Nagar, said on the first 
day she received the forms but 
not the register required to re-
cord details of households vis-
ited on June 30. I started enu-
meration on July 1 after first 
recceing the area. Locals are 

helping identify the houses. I 
won’t go in the morning be-
cause I have to ensure children 
at my school in Bada Makhaan 
don’t miss classes, that’s my 
main worry, she said. 

She alternates SIR work with 
another teacher. Education and 
SIR are both important, we 
were told during the DDPI 
meeting, she said. In Wilson 
Garden, BBMP Higher Primary 
School Teacher Ravikumar said 
he first had to travel to Bom-
manahalli to collect pending 
textbooks for students before 
resuming SIR work. 

SHOULDERS’ GET HEAVIER

QUICK READ

Chartered Accountants’ 
Day celebrated

50-year-old building 
collapses in Cottonpet, 

Chalavadi 
slams govt 
over blast 
tragedy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
As part of the 78th Char-
tered Accountants’ Day 
celebrations, CA Kavitha 

Paramesh, Chairperson of 
the Bengaluru Branch of 
SIRC of the Institute of 

Chartered Accountants’ of 
India (ICAI), hoisted the 

national flag at ICAI Bha-
wan, Vasanthnagar. Ad-

dressing students, mem-
bers, and the large gather-
ing present on the occa-

sion, she emphasized that 
the CA course is not an 

iron fist and can be com-
pleted with determination, 

consistent effort, and 
proper guidance. Encour-
aging aspiring chartered 
accountants to pursue 
their goals with confi-

dence, she highlighted the 
immense opportunities 

the profession offers. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A horrific tragedy was 

averted by a hair’s 
breadth at Cottonpet on 

Thursday evening. A 
50-year-old two-storey 
building suddenly col-

lapsed to the gro und. De-
tails of the Incident The 

clinic was run at the bot-
tom of the old two-storey 
building of 20x30 dimen-

sions and there was a 
residential house on the 

top floor. Those inside 
immediately rushed out 
as the building suddenly 

star ted tilting to one side. 
How ever, two per sons 
were trapped inside the 

building. 

BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Council Chala-
vadi Narayanaswamy said, sev-
en poor people have lost their 
lives. What about his family 
now. Such a big tragedy would 
not have happened without the 
involvement of the authorities. 
Are the Pollution Control 
Board, the Forest Department 
and the Mines Department turn-
ing a blind eye, he asked. Many 
politicians are involved in ille-
gal mining in Chikkaballapur, 
Kolar and Bengaluru regions. 
There should be an immediate 
thorough review of this. Com-
plete information about who 
has permission and who is min-
ing without permission should 
come out. In fact, there is no 
permission to carry out blasts 
here, yet how is it being carried 
out in such a horrific manner.

BENGALURU

Transport Minister Byrathi 
Suresh said that the state gov-
ernment has taken another 
step towards making women 
financially independent and a 
women’s driving training in-
stitute will be started near Bi-
dadi.

Speaking at a meeting with 
senior officials of the Trans-
port Department, Transport 
Minister Byrathi Suresh said 
that BMTC will build a sepa-
rate driving training institute 
for women, a driving track 
and other infrastructure in the 
Bidadi Industrial Area. 

The Transport Commis-
sionerate is functioning on a 
rented basis in the BMTC 
building in Shanthinagar, Ben-

galuru. In this context, a de-
tailed discussion was held in 
the meeting regarding the con-
struction of its own building 
for the Transport Department.

The pros and cons of con-
structing a transport building 
on an area of about one acre 
belonging to KSRTC in Shan-
thinagar should be examined. 
The minister instructed the 
officials to submit a proposal 
to the government for con-
structing the building using 
the department’s own resourc-
es in a way that does not bur-
den the government. With the 
construction of this building, 
all the offices of the Transport 
Department Commissionerate 
will function from here. 

Minister Byrathi Suresh in-
structed the officials to take 

immediate action to appoint 
more than 150 transport in-
spectors and other posts that 
are vacant in the Regional 
Transport Department.

Transport Department Sec-
retary Deepa Cholan, Com-
missioner Selvamani and oth-

er senior officials were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Speaking in Bengaluru ear-
lier, Minister Bairati Suresh 
said that a total of 4,500 elec-
tric buses need to be contract-
ed in the state over a period of 
eight years. The central gov-

ernment is not providing full 
funding for these buses. The 
central government provides 
only Rs 30 to 35 lakhs per 
bus. The state government 
will have to pay about Rs 
2,850 to 3,000 crore to the 
contractor company providing 
the buses on an annual kilo-
meter basis. However, without 
mentioning this fact, MP Te-
jaswi Surya has tried to mis-
lead the people by making 
statements that the central 
government will provide ev-
erything.

The minister was respond-
ing to BJP MP Tejaswi 
Surya’s scathing statement 
that the state government was 
not approving the lease of 
electric buses funded by the 
central government.

Min: Bidadi to get country’s first 
women’s driver training institute

The institute will be developed by BMTC with a dedicated building, driving track & 
infrastructure, in partnership with Central & State governments..

Women’s employment in mind
A separate driving training insti-
tute for women will be started in 

partnership with the Central 
Government and the State Gov-

ernment. AWAKE (Association of 
Women Entrepreneurs of Karna-
taka), a women’s self-service or-

ganization, will provide skill-
based training to women, includ-

ing driving. Women will be 
trained in driving two-wheelers, 
three-wheelers and heavy vehi-
cles, Minister Byrathi Suresh in-

formed.

BENGALURU

Bike ambulances, which 
were suspended due to lack 
of maintenance and poor re-
sponse, will be back on the 
road. They will help in pro-
viding quick treatment to pa-
tients in metropolitan cities 
in case of emergencies.

These bike ambulances are 
operating in various parts of 
the country including Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra. This 
service was started in the 
state in 2015. At that time, 30 
bike ambulances were intro-
duced on an experimental 
basis. They operated in vari-
ous parts of the state and pro-
vided services to thousands 
of people. 

Due to various reasons in-
cluding maintenance prob-
lems, lack of repairs, and 
apathy of nursing graduates, 
one by one the bike ambu-
lances were abandoned. The 
state government has now 
shown interest in introducing 
the bike ambulance service 
again and 100 bike ambu-
lances will be operational 
soon.

Bike ambulances were in-
troduced for the first time in 
the country in Bengaluru. 

The aim was to reduce the 
death toll due to road acci-
dents and provide quick med-
ical services amidst the traf-
fic congestion. Patients and 
their families were reluctant 
to use the service as they 
were unable to take the pa-
tient to the hospital.  Due to 
the increasing traffic conges-
tion in various parts of the 
state including

Bangalore in recent years, 
it is becoming difficult for 
the ‘108 ambulance’ to reach 
the designated place in a 
short time in case of an emer-
gency. According to the na-

tional standard, the time lim-
it, golden hour, for an ambu-
lance to take a patient to the 
treatment center is 20 min-
utes. Due to various reasons 
including traffic congestion, 
it is difficult to take a patient 
to the treatment center within 
this time limit. Therefore, 
priority is again being given 
to the bike ambulance. The 
time taken by the bike ambu-
lance is 40 percent less com-
pared to the ‘108 ambu-
lance’. 

In various cases including 

heart attacks and road acci-
dents, immediate treatment 
can save a person’s life. 
There are examples where 
treatment has been delayed in 
some cases due to traffic 
congestion, further worsen-
ing the patient’s health. Bike 
ambulances can travel even 
on narrow roads and reach 
the designated location. Their 
maintenance costs are also 
low. Therefore, steps have 
been taken at the government 
level to reintroduce them, 
said a department official.  

Bike ambulances set to return to Bengaluru

Karnataka plans 100 new 
emergency response 

vehicles to provide quick 
treatment to patients

n �DIAGNOSTICS: Glucometer, portable blood pressure 
monitors, and heart rate monitoring equipment/pulse 
oximeters.

n �RESPIRATORY SUPPORT: Portable oxygen cylinder 
with flowmeters and airway management tools (like an 
Ambu bag).

n �TRAUMA & FIRST AID: Essential wound care, bandag-
es, and basic life-saving drugs (such as coagulants, 
aspirin, or adrenaline).

Bike ambulance equipment profile
A bike ambulance functions as a rapid-response paramedic unit 
designed to navigate congested traffic or inaccessible terrain. 
Its primary role is to stabilize a patient and deliver emergency 
care during the critical first hour (the “golden hour”) before a 
standard transport ambulance arrives. Because of space con-
straints on a motorcycle, the equipment profile is specific.

BENGALURU

Bangalore Press Club on 
Thursday witnessed an en-
chanting display of magic as 
acclaimed magician and In-
dia’s Got Talent fame Vicky 
Krish enthralled journalists, 
photographers, and media 
professionals during a press 
conference. 

Vicky Krish demonstrated a 
few of his signature and spec-
tacular magic acts before the 
media fraternity assembled at 
the conference hall, leaving 
the audience amazed and of-
fering a glimpse of the grand 
entertainment that awaits 
Bengaluru audiences.

Known as one of India’s 
leading contemporary magi-
cians, Vicky Krish has earned 
widespread recognition for 
seamlessly blending magic, 
mind reading, psychology, 

comedy and grand illusions 
into a unique entertainment 
experience. With over a de-
cade of professional perform-
ing experience, he has capti-
vated audiences across India 
and abroad through his inno-
vative and highly interactive 
performances.

A finalist of India’s Got 
Talent and a social media sen-
sation with millions of views, 
Vicky Krish is celebrated for 
transforming ordinary mo-

ments into extraordinary ex-
periences. His performances 
feature astonishing feats of 
modern magic, impossible 
predictions, psychological il-
lusions and audience partici-
pation that leave spectators 
amazed and entertained.                                                                                                                                  

In Bangalore the magic 
show is from July 4, 5, 11, 12 
and 19 at TOWN HALL, JC 
Road.Speaking about the 
Bengaluru debut, he said the 
show promises a perfect blend 
of intelligence, humour, mys-
tery and wonder, making it an 
unforgettable outing for fam-
ilies, youngsters and magic 
enthusiasts alike.                                                                                                                                          

The International Magic 
Show aims to offer audiences 
a world-class entertainment 
experience where the impos-
sible becomes possible and 
where magic truly meets the 
mind

India’s Got Talent fame Vicky Krish 
brings international magic show to B’luru

BENGALURU

Dr. SC Sharma is one of Karna-
taka’s foremost cultural ambas-
sadors whose lifelong dedica-
tion has transformed the state’s 
folk heritage into a vibrant cul-
tural movement. 

A distinguished folklorist, 
musicologist, educationist, re-
searcher, institution builder, and 
administrator, he has devoted 
his life to preserving, docu-
menting, and promoting Karna-
taka’s rich cultural traditions 
while ensuring their relevance 
in contemporary society.

Believing that history sur-
vives not only through written 
records but also through the 
songs, crafts, customs, and tra-
ditions of the people, Dr. Shar-
ma has successfully bridged the 
wisdom of the past with the 
aspirations of the future. His 
landmark publication, Nelada 
Kampu (The Fragrance of the 
Land), published by Karnataka 
Janapada University, docu-

ments the state’s diverse folk 
traditions and cultural heritage. 
In recognition of his outstand-
ing contributions to folklore, 
the University conferred upon 
him an Honorary Doctorate in 
2024.Through decades of ex-
tensive field research, Dr. Shar-
ma has documented Karnata-
ka’s oral traditions, folk songs, 
rituals, indigenous technolo-
gies, craft traditions, and com-
munity histories, establishing 
folklore as a vital expression of 
collective memory and cultural 
identity. His establishment of 
the Kriyakalpa Folk Museum 
stands as a significant contribu-
tion, preserving invaluable arte-
facts while serving as a centre 
for research and cultural educa-

tion.As Vice-Chancellor of 
Tumkur University (2009–
2013), he strengthened academ-
ic excellence and fostered a vi-
brant cultural environment by 
promoting music, theatre, liter-
ature, and folk arts. An accom-
plished practitioner of Indian 
classical music and an eminent 
musicologist, he has consistent-
ly advocated integrating music, 
folklore, and the arts into main-
stream education.

His contributions to folklore, 
rural development, and cultural 
preservation have earned him 
the Karnataka Janapada Yak-
shagana Academy Award 
(2000), the Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
Award (2005), the Babu Jag-
jivan Ram Award (2007), and a 
nomination for the Sangeet Na-
tak Akademi Award, 2026. 
Through his exceptional schol-
arship and cultural leadership, 
Dr. SC Sharma has created an 
enduring legacy that continues 
to enrich Karnataka’s and In-
dia’s cultural heritage.

Dr Sharma: An amalgamation of education, 
research, administration, music and folklore

BENGALURU

The High Court has issued an 
order quashing the case reg-
istered by the Lokayukta po-
lice against Sardar Sarfaraz 
Khan, the personal secretary 
of former minister Zameer 
Ahmed Khan, on charges of 
disproportionate assets.

The order was passed by a 
bench headed by Justice M 
Nagaprasanna, which heard 
the complaint filed by the Lo-
kayukta police against him 
and the petition filed by 
Sardar Sarfaraz Khan seeking 

quashing of the Lokayukta 
Special Court hearing. A de-
tailed copy of the order is yet 
to be released.

Following a complaint 
from the Income Tax Depart-
ment regarding tax evasion, 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) officials had earlier 
conducted a search at the 
house of Minister Zameer 
Ahmed Khan. The ED offi-
cials had handed over the fi-
nancial transaction accounts 
found at that time to the Lo-
kayukta police and requested 
them to investigate. 

HC quashes Lokayukta case against 
Zameer Ahmed’s close aide Khan

BENGALURU

The secret sources of terror-
ism financing are a serious 
threat to national security 
these days. 

The High Court, which has 
held that such funding can 
fuel extremist movements and 
hence needs to be controlled, 
has refused to quash the case 
registered under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) against six office 
bearers of the US-based 
Christian missionary organi-
sation ‘The Timothy Initia-
tive’ (TTI) for allegedly pro-
viding financial support to 
left-wing organisations.

The order was passed by a 
single-judge bench headed by 
Justice M. Nagaprasanna, 
which heard a petition filed 
by Mika Mark, Jonathan S. 
Rajan, Ajit Varghese Mathai, 
Varghese Chacko, Bablu Kur-
mi and Supreme Joy, all iden-
tified with TTI, seeking 
quashing of the case regis-
tered against them under the 
UAPA Act.

National security is an in-

visible architecture that rests 
on the sovereignty, stability 
and constitutional order of a 
nation. If such activities are 
not controlled, ideological ex-
tremism can be transformed 
into organized violence. This 
will threaten national unity 
and public safety. Therefore, 
extreme vigilance should be 
exercised against the financial 
channels that feed terrorism 
for the sake of national secu-
rity, the bench said.

Further, the allegations 
against the petitioner are not 
so serious as to warrant judi-
cial intervention, and any in-
terference in the case at this 
stage would likely prejudice 
the investigation. 

Therefore, the bench said 
that there was no need to 
quash the case at an early 
stage and dismissed the peti-
tion.

Background of the case: 
Mika Mark, one of the appli-
cants who is the second ac-
cused in the case, used to 
travel abroad on several occa-
sions and used to bring sever-
al debit cards while returning 

from there. Meanwhile, when 
he arrived in Bengaluru from 
abroad, he was arrested by the 
Enforcement Directorate offi-
cials at the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport. 

During the subsequent in-
terrogation, 24 international 
debit cards were found in his 
possession. After this, raids 
were conducted on the prem-
ises of the accused under the 
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA). During 
this, it was found that he was 
operating under the unit of 
‘The Timothy Initiative’ in the 
US.  

The ED lawyers said that 
24 debit cards belonging to 
American Trust Bank were 
found in the possession of the 
applicant, from which he 
made withdrawals of about Rs 
100 crore. They used them to 
provide funds to banned left-
wing organizations in Karna-
taka,  Chhat t isgarh and 
Jharkhand. 

Therefore, the investigation 
has just begun and the appli-
cation seeking quashing of the 
case should be dismissed.

Secret sources of funding for extremism 
harmful to national security: HC
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District expands voter drive, rural jobs strengthen
KARWAR

 
The Comprehensive Revision 
of the Voter List 2026 is 
moving ahead quickly in Ut-
tara Kannada district, with 
officials making steady prog-
ress in reaching voters across 
the region. District Election 
Officer and Deputy Commis-
sioner K. Lakshmi Priya said 
that 3,95,023 Enumeration 
Forms have already been dis-
tributed. The district has 
12,30,037 voters, while 
11,58,776 people have been 
successfully mapped. Offi-

cials have also computerized 
3,036 forms as part of the 
ongoing revision process.

House-to-house visits are 
continuing to ensure that the 
voter list remains accurate 
and updated. During these 
visits, officials identified 70 
cases linked to changes in 
voter records. Among them, 
18 people had permanently 
shifted to other places, while 
49 deaths were reported. The 
remaining cases were related 
to duplicate entries. The ad-
ministration said the revision 
work is progressing smoothly 

with active support from 
field staff and local residents.

Meanwhile, a new employ-
ment scheme launched by the 
Central Government came 
into effect on July 1 to im-
prove job opportunities and 
strengthen rural livelihoods. 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the Zilla Panchayat, Dr. 
Dileesh Shashi, said the De-
veloped India Guarantee for 
Employment and Livelihood 
Mission aims to provide eli-
gible rural families with up 
to 125 days of work instead 
of the earlier 100 days.

Training has already been 
provided to officers, techni-
cal staff, Panchayat Develop-
ment Officers, and other em-
ployees responsible for im-
plementing the programme. 
Existing employment cards 
issued under the earlier MN-
REGA scheme remain valid, 
and ongoing works will con-
tinue without interruption. 
Officials said no worker will 
lose employment because of 
the transition. They also 
urged registered workers to 
complete their mandatory 
e-KYC process without de-

lay.
The daily wage under the 

new scheme has increased 
from Rs. 370 to Rs. 382, with 
equal pay for both men and 
women. Wages will be cred-
ited to workers’ bank ac-
counts within 15 days, while 
delays will attract compensa-
tion. Officials encouraged 
rural families to benefit from 
the scheme, helping them 
find employment near their 
homes and supporting stron-
ger village development 
across the district for every-
one.

VOTER-MAPPING-PROGRESS

QUICK READ
Yadgir labourer killed 
in quarry rockfall near 

Bengaluru

Govt Notifies Gram 
Panchayat seat 

reservation 

Yadgir
A 45-year-old labourer 

from Yadgir district died 
after a massive rock fell 

on him while working at a 
stone quarry in Madapat-

na near Bengaluru on 
Wednesday morning. The 
deceased has been iden-
tified as Ramu Nayak, a 

resident of Nadihal 
Devasunayak Tanda in 
Shahapur taluk. Police 

said he had migrated to 
Bengaluru four years ago 

for work and was em-
ployed as a daily wage 
labourer at the quarry. 
The accident occurred 
when a large rock sud-

denly dislodged and fell 
on him, killing him on the 
spot. Police have regis-
tered a case and are in-
vestigating the circum-

stances surrounding the 
fatal incident.

Vijayapura
The Karnataka govern-

ment has issued a notifi-
cation detailing reserva-
tion of seats for various 
categories in territorial 

constituencies of Gram 
Panchayats in Vijayapura 
district ahead of the up-

coming general elections. 
The reservations have 

been finalised under Sec-
tion 5 of the Karnataka 

Gram Swaraj and 
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993. 

According to officials, 
each Gram Panchayat 
area has been divided 

into territorial constituen-
cies and category-wise 
reservations have been 
listed in the official ga-

zette under Tables 1 and 
2. The notification has 

been displayed at Tahsil-
dar offices, Taluk 

Panchayats, and Gram 
Panchayat offices for 

public information and for 
prospective candidates 

contesting the elections.

Farmers warn Manvi bandh over 
delay in jowar payment

Ameenpasha Didagi warned of Manvi bandh if issue delays continue, citing monsoon urgency 
affecting farmers’ sowing activities

MANVI 
 

Farmers have issued a strong 
warning of a bandh if pay-
ments for jowar (sorghum) 
procured from them are not 
credited within a week. The 
agitation has intensified after 
repeated delays in clearing 
dues, which farmers say have 
pushed them into severe finan-
cial distress.

The protest was held at 
Hirekotnekal village, where 
members of the farmers’ or-
ganisation submitted a memo-
randum to Tahsildar Bhi-
maraya Ramasamudra, de-

manding immediate release of 
pending payments. Leaders 
said that nearly four months 
have passed since the procure-
ment of jowar, but the amount 
has not yet been deposited into 
farmers’ bank accounts.

Speaking during the protest, 
Farmers’ Organisation State 
General Secretary Ameenpa-
sha Didagi warned that if the 
issue is not resolved promptly, 
a complete bandh in Manvi 
will be called. He said the de-
lay has severely affected farm-
ers, especially with the onset 
of the monsoon season, when 
funds are urgently needed for 

sowing and agricultural activ-
ities.Farmers expressed con-
cern that continued delay in 
payments is forcing them to 
depend on loans and informal 
credit sources, further worsen-

ing their economic situation. 
They urged the administration 
to intervene and ensure timely 
settlement of dues without fur-
ther delay.

Responding to the protest, 

Tahsildar Bhimaraya Rama-
samudra assured the farmers 
that the matter would be taken 
up with higher authorities im-
mediately and efforts would be 
made to ensure that the pend-
ing payments are credited to 
their accounts at the earliest.

Several farmer leaders, in-
cluding district and taluk-level 
representatives, participated in 
the protest and supported the 
demand for swift action. They 
reiterated that farmers’ rights 
must be protected and procure-
ment commitments should be 
honoured without administra-
tive delay.

Farmers seek justice over 
disputed land records

BALLARI
 

A group of farmers and de-
scendants of the original land-
owners submitted a petition to 
the Sandur Tahsildar's office, 
alleging that illegal changes 
were made to land records 
and seeking justice in a 
long-standing land dispute. 
They requested officials to 
verify the records, remove the 
disputed entries, and restore 
the original owner's name in 
government documents.

According to the petition, 
around 10 acres and 10 cents 
of land in Survey Number 
20/B belonged to the family 
of the original owner, Sattap-
pa. The family claimed they 
had been cultivating the land 
continuously for three gener-
ations. However, they alleged 
that in 1965, the name of Ha-
numanthappa, son of Boya 
Sakrappa, was added to the 
land records without any valid 
documents or legal approval.

The petition further stated 

that the land records were lat-
er changed again in the name 
of Hanumanthappa's relative, 
who eventually sold the prop-
erty to another person named 
Rama Rao. The farmers 
claimed these changes caused 
serious injustice to the right-
ful owners. They demanded a 
detailed site inspection and 
legal action to restore the 
original ownership in official 
records.

Tahsildar Grade-2 Sudha 
received the petition and as-
sured the farmers that all 
available documents would be 
examined carefully. She said 
appropriate legal action 
would be taken after verifying 
the records and completing 
the required inquiry.

The land dispute also led to 
a criminal case at Toranagallu 
Police Station. According to 
the complaint filed by N.S. 
Mariswamy, a group of peo-
ple allegedly entered the dis-
puted land on June 19 while 
farming work was underway. 

The complaint stated that the 
group abused family mem-
bers, threatened women, 
pushed them, and damaged 
standing crops by driving a 
tractor through the field.

Local residents intervened 
to prevent the situation from 
becoming worse before police 
arrived. 

A case has been registered, 
and the investigation is con-
tinuing.

 Farmers expressed hope 
that both the land records in-
quiry and the police investiga-
tion would ensure justice and 
help bring a fair and peaceful 
solution to the long-pending 
dispute for all concerned.

Farmers petitioned 
Sandur Tahsildar alleging 

illegal land record 
changes, seeking 

verification, removal of  
disputed entries and 

restoration of  original 
owner’s name

Awareness drive urges cooperation 
for drug-free Karnataka movement
KAMALAPUR

 
In Kamalapur, an awareness 
programme on International 
Day against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking was organ-
i sed  a t  a  Government 
Pre-University College to 
highlight the rising concern of 
substance abuse among youth 
and the urgent need for col-
lective action to build a drug-
free society.

Speaking at the programme, 
PSI Sukhanand Singe said 
that drug addiction is increas-
ingly affecting young people, 
leading them away from edu-
cation and, in some cases, 
pushing them towards crimi-
nal activities. He stressed that 
creating a drug-free Karnata-
ka is not only the responsibil-
ity of the police but also re-
quires active cooperation 
from the public, especially 
parents and educational insti-
tutions.

He advised parents to care-
fully observe their children’s 
behaviour, peer groups, and 
daily activities, and to inter-
vene early if any signs of ad-

diction or negative influence 
are noticed. According to him, 
timely guidance and aware-
ness can prevent students 
from falling into harmful hab-
its that damage their future.

The PSI also explained that 
drug abuse has wider social 
consequences, including the 
breakdown of family systems, 
increased crime rates, and 
long-term health issues. He 
urged students to stay focused 
on education, develop posi-
tive habits, and avoid peer 
pressure that leads to sub-
stance abuse.

College authorities stated 
that such awareness pro-
grammes play a crucial role in 
educating students about the 
dangers of drug consumption 
and illegal trafficking. They 
added that regular sensitisa-

tion activities in schools and 
colleges can help build a re-
sponsible and informed 
younger generation.

Teachers and resource per-
sons at the event encouraged 
students to act as ambassadors 
of awareness within their 
families and communities. 
They emphasised that pre-
venting drug abuse requires 
continuous effort from society 
as a whole.

The programme concluded 
with a collective appeal for 
stronger community participa-
tion, consistent awareness 
campaigns, and coordinated 
efforts by government depart-
ments, 

educational institutions, and 
citizens to achieve the vision 
of a healthier and drug-free 
Karnataka.

Family Harmony Key to Preventing Elder Abuse, Experts Stress 
VIJAYAPURA

 
Experts at a programme on 
“Prevention and Awareness 
of Elder Abuse” emphasised 
the importance of maintain-
ing harmony within families 
and fostering mutual under-
standing between genera-
tions to ensure the safety 
and dignity of senior citi-
zens.

The event was organised 
by the geriatric medicine 
department of B.M. Patil 
Medical College, Hospital 
and Research Centre under 
BLDE Deemed University. 
It aimed to raise awareness 
about the rights of elderly 
people and the need for a 

supportive family environ-
ment to prevent abuse.

Speaking a t  the  pro-
gramme, Jagadeesh K., an 
officer from the Department 
of Empowerment of Differ-
ently Abled and Senior Cit-
izens, said that adapting to 
changing family dynamics 
is essential to reduce con-
flicts at home. He stressed 
that families should culti-
vate patience, especially by 
forgiving minor mistakes of 
children and maintaining a 
cooperative attitude among 
all members. According to 
him, such values help build 
a peaceful and supportive 
household.

Raghavendra Kulkarni, 

P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  L a w 
School, explained various 
legal provisions available 
for the protection of senior 
citizens. He advised elderly 
individuals to prepare wills 
carefully and store them se-
curely. He also cautioned 
against transferring proper-
ty prematurely to children 
during one’s lifetime, high-
lighting the importance of 
financial security in old 
age.

Medical Superintendent 
Sanjeev Bentur assured that 
comprehensive healthcare 
services, including consul-
tation and geriatric care, are 
being provided to elderly 
patients at the hospital. 

Leaders said district statue dream is becoming reality under MLA Basavaraja Shivanna with 
community and local support

Kanakadasa statue work begins in Haveri circle
HAVERI

 
Jagadguru Sri Niranjanananda 
Puri Swamiji of Kaginele 
Kanaka Gurupeeth performed 
a hoe puja on Thursday at the 
Kaginele roundabout in 
Haveri for installing a bronze 
statue of devotee Kanakadasa. 
He said installing a statue is 
not enough and people should 
follow the ideals of Kanaka-
dasa in their lives. He added 
that life becomes meaningful 
when his principles are fol-

lowed and the area must be 
kept clean after installation.

Leaders said the installa-
tion of the statue was a long 
standing dream of the district 
headquarters. Under the lead-
ership of MLA Basavaraja 
Shivanna, the plan is now be-
coming reality with support 
from the community and lo-
cal groups. 

The society provided land 
for the project and agreed to 
the installation. The sculptor 
making the eight and a half 

feet bronze statue demanded 
twelve lakh rupees, and after 
discussion the price was fixed 
and advance payment given. 
Haveri Urban Development 
Authority is helping develop 
the circle along with govern-
ment cooperation, and offi-
cials hope the work will fin-
ish soon for inauguration. 
Kuruba Samaj leader S F N 
Ghazi Gowda said the contri-
bution of Kanakadasa is great 
and it is a matter of pride that 
the statue is finally coming 

up after many efforts. He also 
said donations from society 
members and a twenty lakh 
rupees grant will support cir-
cle development work.

MLA Basavaraja Shivanna 
expressed happiness that the 
community is working to-
gether to build the statue and 
said the circle will also be 
developed. District Congress 
president Sanjeev Kumar 
Neerlagi called it a proud mo-
ment and said he contributed 
financially. 

Officials Act Together To Protect Farmers From Fraud
MADIKERI

 
Farmers should not be cheated 
while buying fertilizers, seeds, 
or pesticides, and all depart-
ments must work together to 
protect their interests, Deputy 
Commissioner S.J. Somashek-
har said during a district-level 
task force committee meeting 

held at the Deputy Commis-
sioner's office on Thursday.

The meeting reviewed steps 
to prevent the sale of fake and 
poor-quality agricultural prod-
ucts. The Deputy Commission-
er said there have been com-
plaints against unauthorized 
sellers who are misleading 
farmers by supplying substan-

dard seeds and pesticides. He 
said such practices cause finan-
cial losses and reduce agricul-
tural production. Officials were 
directed to create greater 
awareness about identifying 
genuine fertilizers and main-
taining healthy soil through 
proper fertilizer use.He in-
structed the Agriculture Depart-

ment, Horticulture Department, 
Coffee Board, and Spice Board 
to educate farmers on suitable 
fertilizers for different crops. 
Officials were also asked to en-
sure there is no shortage of fer-
tilizers anywhere in the district 
and to immediately report any 
supply-related issues to the dis-
trict administration.

Tahsildar reviews booth officers during voter revision
KUDLIGI

 
Tahsildar and Magistrate K.V. 
Netravati inspected the work 
of Booth Level Officers 
during the Special Compre-
hensive Voter List Revi-
sion-2026 in various wards of 
the town. The visit was con-
ducted to review the ongoing 
door-to-door voter verifica-

tion and data collection pro-
cess being carried out across 
the constituency.

During the inspection, offi-
cials briefed the Tahsildar 
about the progress of the revi-
sion work and the methods 
being followed to verify voter 
details. Netravati said that 
preparing an accurate voter 
list is an important step in 

strengthening democracy and 
ensuring free and fair elec-
tions. She stressed that every 
official involved in the pro-
cess should perform their du-
ties with sincerity and respon-
sibility.She instructed the 
Booth Level Officers to make 
sure that no eligible voter is 
left out of the revised elector-
al roll. 

Farmers seek canal water to save crops
MANDYA

 
Karnataka State Farmers' As-
sociation leader Mohan Ku-
mar, popularly known as 
Kiraguru Papu, has appealed 
to all MLAs and MPs of Man-
dya district to urge the Chief 
Minister and the state govern-
ment to release water through 
all canals to save standing 
crops. He said many farmers 
borrowed money, pledged 
gold ornaments, and even de-
pended on private lenders to 
cultivate their fields. Howev-
er, poor monsoon rains have 
left crops drying without 
enough water.

Papu said releasing water 

from the KRS reservoir 
through canals would help 
protect at least part of the 
crops and provide relief to 
struggling farmers. He point-
ed out that many families de-
pend on one harvest to repay 
loans, meet household ex-
penses, support children's ed-
ucation, and manage health-
care and family functions. 
Falling groundwater levels 
have also reduced water avail-
ability in several borewells.

He urged public representa-
tives and water resources au-
thorities to act quickly, re-
lease canal water, and find 
practical solutions to protect 
farmers and their livelihoods.

Haveri orders 
strict four type 

waste 
segregation

HAVERI
 

Haveri Municipal Commis-
sioner H Kantaraju said that 
public, business owners, wel-
fare centres, bar and restau-
rant owners must segregate 
waste into four types and 
hand it to municipal auto tip-
pers. He inspected cleanliness 
drive in various wards of the 
city in the morning and in-
formed the public. The Solid 
Waste Management and Han-
dling Rules 2026 have been 
implemented by Ministry of 
Forest Environment and Cli-
mate Change from 01 April 
2026. Kitchen waste food 
waste vegetable waste meat 
waste fruit waste flower waste 
garden waste and other com-
postable waste are green 
waste. 



ibcworldnews.comFRIDAY   JULY 3, 2026
STATE 5
BENGALURU, MYSURU

Experts guide farmers on fertilizer alternatives
GADAG

 
A one-day workshop on fertil-
izer shortage management 
and alternative crop practices 
was held at Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, Hulakoti in collabo-
ration with the Zilla Pancha-
yat, Agriculture Department 
Gadag, ICAR KH Patil Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra Hulakoti, and 
Institute of Agricultural Tech-
nologists Gadag on Thursday.

Assistant Director of Agri-
culture M. S. Kulkarni wel-
comed participants and deliv-
ered the introductory remarks 

at the programme attended by 
officials, scientists, and pro-
gressive farmers from across 
the district.

The workshop was inaugu-

rated by the District Agricul-
tural Society President and 
the Joint Director of Agricul-
ture, who highlighted the im-
portance of sustainable farm-

ing practices during changing 
agricultural conditions.

State representative Shivap-
pa Siddappa Arahunasi spoke 
on organic farming methods 
and encouraged farmers to re-
duce chemical dependency 
for better soil health and long 
term productivity.  District 
Agricultural Society Director 
Mahesh Bashetappa Hogesop-
pina expressed happiness over 
the initiative and said such 
awareness programmes bene-
fit farmers facing input chal-
lenges.

Joint Director of Agricul-

ture Chetana Patil explained 
departmental support schemes 
and addressed the issue of 
slight shortage of DAP fertil-
izer, advising farmers to use 
complex fertilizers and nano 
urea as alternatives. She also 
stressed soil fertility manage-
ment, crop survey accuracy, 
rainfall condition updates, and 
encouraged farmers to ex-
plore alternative crops based 
on local conditions.

Concerns were raised re-
garding misuse of urea distri-
bution by some dealers, and 
officials were urged to take 

strict action and strengthen 
cooperative societies for fair 
distribution. Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra Head Dr. Sudha V. 
Mankani emphasized reduc-
ing chemical fertilizer use 
and adopting organic and 
natural farming practices for 
sustainable agriculture. Dis-
trict Krishi Samaj President 
Veerendra Gowda Shankara 
Gowda Patil said the pro-
gramme reflected the expec-
tations of the state body and 
should be extended to taluk 
levels. Soil scientist N. H. 
Bhandi delivered a technical 

lecture on fertilizer shortage 
management and alternative 
cropping systems suitable 
for the region.

Officials from horticul-
ture, sericulture, animal hus-
bandry, and NRLM depart-
ments explained various 
government schemes and 
support systems available to 
farmers. Experts including 
Dr. Basavaraj Navi shared 
experiences in natural farm-
ing and explained methods 
to improve soil fertility and 
yield through eco friendly 
practices.

SUSTAINABLE FARMING PRACTICES

QUICK READ
Applications invited 

for BRC Therapist 
posts

District Collector 
directs support for 
substation project

Applications open for 
disabled welfare 

schemes 

Chitradurga
Karnataka News, Chitra-
durga, July 02. Applica-

tions are invited for Ther-
apist and Aya or Assis-

tant posts in School 
Readiness Centres under 

BRC centres across six 
taluks of the district on 

direct contract basis. 
Therapist candidates 
must have BPT, DPT, 

BOT, BSc Occupational 
Therapy or BASLP degree 
with relevant experience 
and monthly salary of Rs 
12,000. Aya or Assistant 

posts require at least 
seventh pass, local fe-

male candidates with ex-
perience, and salary of Rs 

6,000. Eligible candi-
dates must submit appli-
cations in person with at-

tested documents to 
Deputy Director Adminis-
tration office, Chitradur-
ga, before July 17, 5 pm. 

For more details contact 
the office.

MANDYA
The work of 400 KV 
power substation at 

Hampapur in Mandya ta-
luk has begun. District 

Collector has instructed 
officials to provide full 

support for smooth exe-
cution of the project. Af-
ter completion, the pow-
er system in Mandya dis-
trict will become stronger 

and ensure continuous 
electricity supply for 

farmers and residents. It 
will also improve reliabili-

ty of power distribution 
across the district. Col-

lector said that if any 
land or crops are affected 
during the project, farm-
ers will receive compen-

sation as per government 
rules. He also directed 

that survey and boundary 
marking of KPTCL sub-
station land should be 

completed at the earliest. 
Officials were asked to 

complete the work quick-
ly with coordination 

among all departments. 
The meeting was attend-
ed by officials from vari-
ous departments includ-
ing forest, land records, 

and electricity transmis-
sion corporation along 

with tehsildars and engi-
neers. They discussed 
land survey progress, 

compensation process, 
and timely completion of 

the 400 KV substation 
project to strengthen 

power supply in Mandya.

Chitradurga
Karnataka News, Chitra-
durga, July 02. The Dis-

trict Disabled and Senior 
Citizens Empowerment 
Department has invited 

offline applications from 
eligible disabled candi-

dates for 2026-27 to avail 
welfare schemes includ-
ing education fee reim-
bursement, marriage fi-
nancial assistance and 

health insurance support. 

Penalty relief offered to speed water projects
Officials said contractors delayed work due to penalties; engineers expect 80% will resume if fines removed

CHITRADURGA
 

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. S. Akash an-
nounced that contractors 
working under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission will get relief from 
the 10 percent delay penalty if 
they complete their pending 
work honestly. He made the 
announcement while chairing 
the District Water and Sanita-
tion Mission Committee meet-
ing held at the Zilla Panchayat 
hall.

Officials said many contrac-
tors had delayed work because 
of the penalty. Engineers esti-
mated that nearly 80 percent of 

them would return and finish 
the projects if the fine was re-
moved. Based on this sugges-
tion, the CEO said only con-
tractors responsible for 
poor-quality work would con-
tinue to face action. Notices 
will be issued before July 8, 
asking eligible contractors to 
complete the remaining work. 
Dr. Akash also said he would 
meet contractors in every taluk 
and guide them personally.

The meeting decided that 
contractors who carried out 
poor work would not receive 
any relief. A team of Tahsildar, 
Executive Officer, and engi-
neers inspected the quality of 

such projects. Based on their 
report, officials will recover 
fines from those responsible 
and place their names on the 
blacklist without delay.

Dr. Akash also expressed 
concern over the slow declara-
tion of Har Ghar Jal despite 
many completed works. He 
instructed officials to prepare 
an accurate list of houses in 
every village and submit a dis-
trict report by July 10. He di-
rected officials to complete ten 
projects every week in six ta-
luks and declare Har Ghar Jal 
status in 240 villages every 
month.

Officials informed the meet-

ing that 1,559 works were tak-
en up under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission. So far, 1,011 have 
been completed, while Har 
Ghar Jal has been declared in 
801 villages. Water is already 
reaching 615 locations through 
pipelines.

The scheme aims to provide 
every rural resident with at 
least 55 litres of safe drinking 
water daily through household 
tap connections. Dr. Akash di-
rected engineers and officials 
to work together, complete the 
delayed projects, and ensure 
safe drinking water reaches 
every household as early as 
possible.

Halakatti legacy inspires preservation 
of Vachana literature: Kantharaj

CHITRADURGA
 

Deputy Divisional Officer Dr. 
K. J. Kantharaj said the con-
tribution of Dr. F. Gu. Hal-
akatti to preserving Vachana 
literature remains unmatched. 
He praised Halakatti for col-
lecting thousands of Vachanas 
from different homes and pro-
tecting them from being lost 
forever. He spoke during the 
Vachana Literature Preserva-
tion Day programme held at 
the District Collector’s Office 
Hall on Thursday.

The event was organised 
jointly by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, 
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment, and the Municipal 
Council. Dr. Kantharaj paid 
floral tributes to the portrait 

of Dr. Halakatti before ad-
dressing the gathering. He said 
Vachana literature was created 
by ordinary people to fight so-
cial evils and promote equali-
ty, justice, and moral values.

He explained that the 
12th-century Vachana writers 
opposed blind beliefs and en-
couraged women’s equality 
through their writings. Their 
powerful messages would 
have disappeared with time if 
Dr. Halakatti had not travelled 
from house to house collecting 
palm-leaf manuscripts. Be-
cause of his tireless efforts, the 
works of more than 250 
Vachana writers have been 
preserved for future genera-
tions.

Dr. Kantharaj urged young 
people to respect all languages 

but give first importance to 
Kannada, their mother tongue. 
He said celebrating Dr. Hal-
akatti’s birth anniversary as 
Vachana Literature Preserva-
tion Day was a meaningful 
way to honour his lifelong ser-
vice and inspire future genera-
tions.

Kannada lecturer Dr. G. N. 
Yashodhara said people who 
serve society through good 
work are remembered forever. 
He noted that famous Vachana 
writers, including Basavanna, 
Allama Prabhu, and Akkama-
hadevi, continue to inspire 
people because Halakatti pre-
served their writings. He also 
said many people read 
Vachanas but often fail to fol-
low their teachings in daily 
life, while Halakatti himself 

lived according to those val-
ues.

A poetry session organised 
by the District Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishad highlighted Dr. 
Halakatti’s life and literary 
contribution. More than 14 po-
ets presented poems during the 
programme. The participants 
received books and apprecia-
tion certificates. Cultural per-
formances added colour to the 
celebration, making the event 
a meaningful tribute to Karna-
taka’s rich literary heritage.

Dr Kantharaj urged youth 
to respect all languages 
but prioritize Kannada, 

honoring Halakatti’s 
Vachana Literature 
Preservation Day 

inspiration

Student stabbed after 
confronting teasing

CHIKKABALLAPUR
 

A first-year engineering stu-
dent was seriously injured af-
ter a group of youths allegedly 
entered her house and attacked 
her with a knife in Chintamani 
town on Wednesday evening. 
Police have registered a case 
and started an investigation 
into the shocking incident.

According to the complaint, 
the student was returning 
home after attending a dance 
class at around 4.30 p.m. when 
two youths, identified as 
Karthik and Vinod, allegedly 
teased her near her two-wheel-
er. When she questioned their 
behaviour, they reportedly 
tried to misbehave with her. 
The student pushed one of 
them away in self-defence be-
fore returning home and in-
forming her mother about 

what had happened.
Later, at around 8.30 p.m., 

the two accused allegedly re-
turned with several others and 
entered the student's house. 
They reportedly abused her, 
threatened her, and questioned 
why she had confronted them 
earlier. During the argument, 
Karthik allegedly stabbed the 
student in the stomach, leaving 
her seriously injured.

She was first treated at a 
nearby hospital before being 
shifted to the Mother and 
Child Hospital in Chintamani 
for further treatment. The vic-
tim's sister also claimed the 
attackers threatened to kill the 
family if they reported the 
matter. Chintamani Nagar Po-
lice have registered a case, 
launched a search for the ac-
cused, and continued further 
investigation.

Revenue Inspector Kiran Kumar 
receives prestigious service honour
PAVAGAD

 
Revenue Day was celebrated 
with enthusiasm on Wednes-
day by the Karnataka State 
Revenue Department Em-
ployees Association, Village 
Administrative Officers Asso-
ciation, and the Pavagad Ta-
luk Unit. The event brought 
together officials, employees, 
and guests to recognise dedi-
cated public service and en-
courage teamwork among 
staff members.

The programme was held at 
the Taluk Office Hall under 
the chairmanship of Tahsildar 
Y. Ravi. During the function, 
Revenue Inspector H.P. Kiran 
Kumar of Y.N. Hoskote Hob-

li was honoured with a felici-
tation letter for his outstand-
ing service and commitment 
to public duties. The recogni-
tion was welcomed with ap-
plause from everyone present 
at the gathering.

Speaking after receiving the 
honour, Kiran Kumar ex-
pressed his happiness and 
gratitude. He said the appreci-
ation inspired him to continue 
serving people with sincerity 
and dedication. He also 
thanked the Tahsildar for rec-
ognising his work and appre-
ciated the support extended 
by village administrative offi-
cers, village assistants, farm-
ers, and the people of Y.N. 
Hoskote Hobli throughout his 

service.
As part of the celebrations, 

employees who had partici-
pated in the Revenue Day 
sports meet were presented 
with mementos in apprecia-
tion of their efforts and enthu-
siasm. Grade-2 Tehsildar 
P.S.R. Prasad, Shirastidar 
Chandrashekhar, Revenue In-
spectors Narayan and Rajago-
pal, Government Employees 
Association President H.V. 
Ravikumar, Village Adminis-
trative Officers Association 
President Rajesh, Chalak 
Prasad, village administrative 
officers, and village assistants 
attended the programme, 
making the celebration mem-
orable for everyone.

Bridge works inspected near 
Chikkamaskal village site

MAGADI
 

Block Congress President K. 
Krishnamurthy said that rural 
development is being given 
top priority in the taluk, with 
several road and drinking wa-
ter projects worth crores of 
rupees taken up with different 
departments.

Speaking after inspecting 
bridge works near Chikkam-
askal village, he said a bridge 
is being built by KRDCL at a 
cost of about Rs 10 crore for 
better travel to Kanakapura 
and Bengaluru. He said drink-
ing water projects are planned 
using YG Hill and Manchana-
bele reservoirs, with pipelines 
carrying purified water to vil-
lages and towns in the region.

Under MLA H.C. Balakrish-
na leadership, the scheme aims 
to supply clean water to 
around 20 to 30 villages, in-
cluding Magadi town and 
nearby panchayats. Road de-
velopment works above the 
bridge have been taken up at a 
cost of about Rs 3 crore, while 
land acquisition for Chikkam-
askal road improvement is un-
derway with a budget exceed-
ing Rs 10 crore.A major pro-
posal of Rs 96 crore has been 
approved for road works from 
Thippasandra Hand Post to 
Sugganahalli Road under 
KRDCL. A grant of over Rs 6 
crore has been set aside for 
road development from Hosa-
pete Circle to Balaji Theatre to 
improve town connectivity. 

CEO said vaccination promotion materials will be provided; urged transparency, accountability, service spirit, with 
officials and panchayat discussing governance improvements

CEO orders transparent and responsible Panchayat work
MANDYA

 
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Nandini K. R. 
instructed all Gram Panchayat 
officers and staff to mandato-
rily record their attendance 
through the duty app, stress-
ing transparency and respon-
sibility in public service de-
livery.

She said any technical is-
sues in the attendance system 
must be resolved within one 
week, and regular recording 
must be ensured without fail 
across all panchayats. During 

a video conference at the Zil-
la Panchayat Kesavan Hall, 
she directed officials to im-
prove discipline, transparen-
cy, and quality of services in 
gram panchayat administra-
tion.

Panchayat Development 
Officers were instructed to 
receive phone calls from the 
public and respond promptly, 
maintaining cordial relations 
and ensuring people friendly 
administration at all times.

She said many complaints 
are being received that PDOs 
are not reachable during of-

fice hours, which is affecting 
grievance redressal at the 
field level. She directed PDOs 
in charge of two gram pan-
chayats to display their avail-
ability schedule on notice 
boards so that the public does 
not face inconvenience. She 
fixed weekly working days 
for PDOs in different pancha-
yats, assigning specific days 
for primary and additional 
postings.

Officials were instructed to 
visit at least one gram pan-
chayat every week, review 
development works, and sub-

mit detailed reports for dis-
trict level monitoring. Taluk 
level officers including assis-
tant directors and accountants 
were also asked to conduct 
weekly inspections and sub-
mit field reports without de-
lay. She emphasized the im-
portance of HPV vaccination 
for girls aged 14 to 15.5 years 
and called for awareness pro-
grams through gram pancha-
yats.

The CEO said that promo-
tional materials will be pro-
vided to support the vaccina-
tion campaign across all vil-

lages in the district. She 
urged officials to maintain 
transparency, accountability, 
and service spirit while en-
suring quality public ser-
vices for rural citizens. Se-
nior district officials and 
panchayat representatives 
attended the meeting and 
discussed implementation 
strategies for improving 
governance.

Officials said that contin-
uous monitoring, weekly re-
views, and strict discipline 
in gram panchayats will 
strengthen rural governance. 

Election 
Commission 

launches special 
voter revision 

drive
KOPPAL

 
Following directions of 
Election Commission of In-
dia, a Special Comprehen-
sive Revision program was 
held in Irakallagada to up-
date voter list awareness. 
Assistant Director of Pan-
chaya t  Ra j  Mahesh  H 
called for cooperation in 
providing information to 
B o o t h  L e v e l  O ff i c e r s 
during the program inaugu-
ration. Officials said the 
aim is to include eligible 
voters  and remove de-
ceased, shifted, duplicate 
and ineligible names from 
the voter list.

Booth Level Officers will 
visit every house from June 
30 to July 29 to verify de-
tails and collect SIR appli-
cation forms. Each house-
hold is encouraged to pro-
vide correct details and 
take opportunity for new 
voter additions. Students 
awareness rally started 
from Government Pre Uni-
versity College, passed 
through Aralikkatte and 
ended at college premises 
with more than 350 stu-
dents participating.

Several officials, educa-
tors and community repre-
sentatives attended the pro-
gram and supported the 
voter list revision aware-
ness activity in Irakallaga-
da village. 
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SIR campaign strengthens democratic process in Gangavati
GANGAVATI

 
The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) campaign of the 
voter list was launched as part 
of efforts to strengthen and 
improve the accuracy of the 
electoral system. The initia-
tive was formally inaugurated 
at the residence of MLA Gali 
Janardhana Reddy, where he 
himself filled out the enumer-
ation form, marking the be-
ginning of the drive.

Election officials, including 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs), 
received completed applica-

tion forms from the MLA and 
issued acknowledgment re-
ceipts. The campaign aims to 

ensure that all eligible citi-
zens are properly registered 
in the voter list, making the 

electoral roll more accurate, 
transparent, and comprehen-
sive.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Gali Janardhana Reddy 
described the SIR initiative 
as an important process for 
strengthening democracy. He 
urged citizens to actively par-
ticipate by providing neces-
sary documents and accurate 
information to BLOs visiting 
households. He emphasized 
that every eligible voter must 
be correctly included in the 
list, as it reflects the strength 
of democratic governance.

He appealed to the public 
not to neglect the process and 
to cooperate fully to ensure 
its success. According to 
him, active participation in 
voter registration updates is 
essential for safeguarding 
democratic rights and ensur-
ing fair representation.

The program was attended 
by officials including Tahsil-
dar U. Vasanthakumari, Mu-
nicipal Commissioner R. Vir-
upakshamurthy, BLO Giri-
jamma, and BLA-1 Veeresh 
Balkundi, along with several 
local leaders and party work-

ers.
In a separate appeal, for-

mer MLA Paranna Munaval-
li also urged citizens to coop-
erate with the voter list revi-
sion campaign. He said that 
the exercise would help im-
prove future electoral accura-
cy and benefit the public in 
the long run.

Officials reiterated that the 
SIR campaign is a crucial 
democratic exercise and 
called for full cooperation 
from all sections of society to 
ensure its successful imple-
mentation.

TRANSPARENT-ELECTORAL-SYSTEM
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Bridge collapses near 

Karkisaval halts traffic 
movement 

Application date 
extended for cooperative 

diploma training

District Consumer 
Commission orders 

insurance company payment

Siddapura
A portion of a small 

bridge near Karkisaval in 
Siddapura taluk col-

lapsed, disrupting vehicu-
lar movement and forc-
ing suspension of public 

bus services on the 
Harsikatta–Karkisaval–
Galijaddi route. The 3.5 
km stretch has been in 

poor condition with pot-
holes and landslides, 

making travel difficult for 
residents. The damaged 
68-metre bridge report-
edly gave way after an 

adjacent fig tree fell onto 
it. Daily commuters, in-
cluding students and 

dairy transport vehicles, 
have been severely af-
fected. Villagers from 

surrounding settlements 
have urged the zilla 

panchayat to urgently re-
pair the road and recon-

struct the bridge to re-
store safe connectivity 
and prevent further in-

convenience for local resi-
dents.

Chikkaballapura
Karnataka Institute of 
Cooperative Manage-

ment has extended ap-
plication dates for six 

month Diploma in Coop-
erative Management 

training from July 1 to July 
10, 2026.

Private candidates from 
Bengaluru Urban, Ben-
galuru Rural, Tumakuru, 
Chikkaballapura, Kolar 

and Bengaluru South dis-
tricts, unemployed 

Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates, and cooperative 

society employees are el-
igible.Minimum educa-

tional qualification is 
SSLC pass. Age limit is 16 

years. Selected candi-
dates will receive month-
ly stipend of Rs 500 and 
unemployed SC and ST 
candidates will receive 

Rs 600. Application 
deadline is July 10. 

Chikkaballapura
The District Consumer 

Commission has or-
dered an insurance 

company to pay com-
pensation to a policy-
holder after rejecting a 

medical claim.
Ganesh D.N. of Bagepalli 
had taken a family insur-

ance policy with NIVA 
BUOA Health Insurance 
Company Limited, but 

his daughter’s treatment 
expenses were denied. 

The complainant filed a 
case with the District 

Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission, 

which found service de-
ficiency and violation of 

IRDAI rules. It ordered 
payment of Rs 

20,00,000 with 6.5 per-
cent interest, plus Rs 

25,000 penalty and Rs 
12,000 legal costs to the 
complainant. Chairman 
N Kumar announced the 

order officially today.

National Lok Adalat scheduled across district courts
Lok Adalat will handle compoundable criminal, loan recovery, cheque bounce, accident claims, employment, wage, land and utility disputes

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

A grand National Lok Adalat 
will be held across all courts in 
the district on July 11 to help 
people settle disputes quickly, 
cheaply, and peacefully, said 
Principal District and Sessions 
Judge and District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Chairman Jus-
tice T. P. Ramalingegowda.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the District Court Hall, 
he said more than 50,306 cases 
are pending in various courts 
in Chikkaballapura district, 
and a large number of them 
have been selected for settle-
ment through the upcoming 
Lok Adalat.

He said the main aim is to 
dispose of over 5,000 cases 
through mutual settlement 
with the cooperation of both 
parties and lawyers, reducing 
the burden on courts and help-
ing citizens resolve disputes 
faster.

The Lok Adalat will cover a 
wide range of cases including 
criminal compoundable cases, 
bank loan recovery disputes, 
cheque bounce cases, motor 
accident compensation claims, 
employment reinstatement is-
sues, wage disputes of indus-
trial workers, land acquisition 
matters, and electricity and 
water tariff cases.

He added that cases from 

the Debt Recovery Tribunal, 
civil disputes, and Permanent 
Lok Adalat matters will also 
be taken up for settlement 
through mediation and agree-
ment between parties.

Family court matters, except 

divorce cases, can also be re-
solved through mutual con-
sent, he said, adding that even 
pre litigation cases not yet 
filed in court can be settled 
through this process.

Justice Ramalingegowda ex-

plained that settlement through 
Lok Adalat saves time and 
money, reduces repeated court 
visits, and helps maintain 
peace by avoiding prolonged 
disputes between parties.

He said the District Legal 
Services Authority is continu-
ously working throughout the 
year through mediation centres 
and Lok Adalats to resolve dis-
putes and promote harmony in 
society.

He advised citizens to first 
approach concerned depart-
ments for grievance redressal 
and then seek help from legal 
services authorities if needed, 
where free legal aid and guid-
ance are available.

He also appealed to the me-
dia to highlight unresolved 
public issues and inform the 
authority when departments 
fail to respond properly.

People interested in partici-
pating in the Lok Adalat on 
July 11 can contact the District 
Legal Services Authority or 
Taluk Legal Services Commit-
tees for information and assis-
tance.

Senior Civil Judge and 
DLSA Member Secretary Shil-
pa also attended the press con-
ference along with court offi-
cials and legal representatives, 
supporting the awareness drive 
for peaceful dispute resolution 
across the district.

No bribes needed for 
regularisation process says MLA
PUTTUR

 
MLA Ashok Kumar Rai has 
urged citizens not to pay 
bribes for land regularisation 
under the “Akram Sakrama” 
scheme, stressing that the pro-
cess is being carried out trans-
parently and efficiently 
through official channels.

The statement was made 
during the 24th Akram Sakra-
ma meeting and the distribu-
tion of title deeds under Form 
94C held at the community 
hall of Nidpalli Gram Pancha-
yat. The MLA personally dis-
tributed land ownership doc-
uments to eligible beneficia-
ries at the event.

He emphasized that no citi-
zen should feel compelled to 
pay money to get their work 
done, noting that bribery has 
unfortunately become a com-

mon practice that must be 
stopped. He also warned that 
any official demanding bribes 
should be reported directly to 
him.

According to him, many 
pending land records belong-
ing to economically weaker 
sections had been stuck in 
revenue offices for years. He 
said these files are now being 
cleared systematically, ensur-
ing that rightful beneficiaries 
receive their land titles with-
out unnecessary delay.

The MLA also stated that 
during the election campaign, 
he had promised doorstep de-
livery of land documents, and 
the ongoing distribution pro-
cess is part of fulfilling that 
commitment.

Officials from the Akram 
Sakrama committee, includ-
ing Secretary S. B. Koodala-

gi, said that such meetings are 
being held regularly in the 
Puttur assembly constituency 
and that long-pending cases 
are being resolved over the 
past two years.

Committee members Mo-
hammed Badagannur, Raman-
na Pilinja, and Rooparekha 
Alva were present at the pro-
gram, along with revenue of-
ficials. Authorities reiterated 
that transparency and ac-
countability remain central to 
the land regularisation pro-
cess, and public cooperation 
is essential for its success.

MLA said pending land 
records of  weaker 

sections were stuck for 
years but now being 

cleared, ensuring titles 
and doorstep delivery as 

promised 

Chairing review meeting, he prioritized sanitation workers’ health and 
safety, ordering hygienic meals and better working conditions

DC urge timely welfare delivery 
for Safai Karmacharis

GADAG
 

Gadag Deputy Commissioner 
C. N. Sridhar has directed offi-
cials to ensure that all welfare 
schemes and benefits meant for 
Safai Karmacharis are deliv-
ered without delay, stressing 
that timely implementation is 
essential for their wellbeing 
and dignity.

Chairing the district-level re-
view meeting on Safai Karm-
achari welfare schemes at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office, 
he said that the health and safe-
ty of sanitation workers must 
be given top priority. He in-
structed departments to ensure 
the regular provision of hygien-
ic meals and proper working 

conditions for sanitation staff.
The Deputy Commissioner 

emphasized that workers must 
be supplied with essential safe-
ty equipment such as hand 
gloves, masks, boots, and safe-
ty jackets. He also directed of-
ficials to verify whether these 
protective items are being prop-
erly used in the field to prevent 
occupational hazards.

He further instructed that sal-
aries of Safai Karmacharis 
should be paid on time without 
delays. In the case of contract 
workers, he asked authorities to 
strictly monitor contracting 
agencies to ensure timely wage 
payments along with statutory 
benefits such as ESI and PF. He 
added that payments to contrac-

tors should be released only 
after confirming full compli-
ance with labor welfare norms.

The meeting also discussed 
the construction of a dedicated 
Bhimashraya rest house for 
sanitation workers. Officials 
reviewed plans for the demoli-
tion of unsafe and unhygienic 
toilets and the need to conduct 
awareness programs on the use 
of safety equipment.District 
officials including the Urban 
Development Cell Project Di-
rector Basanagouda Kottur, 
District Surgeon Dr. B. C. 
Karigoudar, Lead Bank Man-
ager Santosh M. V., and Social 
Welfare Department Deputy 
Director Nanda Hanabaratti 
participated in the meeting.

Healthcare needs: Subrahmanya 
residents warn non-political stir

SUBRAHMANYA
 

Residents of Kukke Subrah-
manya and nearby villages 
have warned of a large-scale 
non-political protest on July 
10 if their demands for proper 
healthcare services are not 
met within ten days. A deci-
sion to this effect was taken at 
a meeting of the local protest 
committee held at the Kumara 
Dhara hall of the Subrahman-
ya Gram Panchayat.

The meeting brought to-
gether representatives from 
Subrahmanya, Ainekidu, and 
Yenekallu regions, where par-
ticipants strongly emphasized 
the urgent need to improve 
the Primary Health Centre in 
the area. Locals stated that the 
facility is the only accessible 
healthcare option for hun-
dreds of residents and pil-
grims visiting the temple 

town.
According to residents, the 

health centre currently suffers 
from a severe shortage of per-
manent doctors and essential 
medical staff. They alleged 
that the hospital does not pro-
vide 24-hour emergency ser-
vices and is often closed after 
5 p.m., forcing patients in 
critical condition to travel 
long distances to Puttur or 
Mangaluru for treatment.

Although a new hospital 
building has been constructed 
and basic medical equipment 
has been installed, the lack of 
staffing has prevented full-
scale operations. Villagers 
demanded immediate appoint-
ment of permanent doctors 
and support staff to ensure 
round-the-clock healthcare 
services.

The committee warned that 
if the government and the 

health department fail to ad-
dress these issues within ten 
days, the residents will launch 
an apolitical protest, setting 
aside party affiliations to 
unite for their cause.

Speakers at the meeting 
also expressed dissatisfaction 
over delays in implementing 
assurances given by the then 
Health Minister Dinesh Gun-
du Rao. They said that despite 
instructions issued to district 
health authorities two months 
ago, no visible progress has 
been made.

Community members in-
cluding Shivaram Rai, Vimala 
Rangayya, Ravi Kakkepa-
davu, and others participated 
in the meeting. They reiterat-
ed that the movement will 
continue until reliable and 
continuous healthcare ser-
vices are ensured for the re-
gion.

Honnali Marikamba festival 
to be held from August 4

HONNALI
 

The grand Sri Marikamba Ja-
tra Mahotsava in Honnali town 
will be held for three days 
from August 4 to 6, with tradi-
tional rituals and festive cele-
brations planned on a large 
scale, according to the festival 
committee.

Committee president Dhar-
mappa H.A. announced the 
details after performing the 
ceremonial “chappara pooja” 
at the Sri Marikamba temple 
premises. He said that special 
sub-committees have been 
formed involving both senior 
citizens and youth to ensure 
smooth conduct of the festival.

He emphasized that the suc-
cess of the festival depends on 
the active participation of all 
residents and devotees, adding 
that collective involvement 
would help the event gain rec-
ognition as one of the most 

successful traditional fairs in 
the state. He appealed for 
peaceful and united celebra-
tion of the festival.

Bailu Seeme Development 
Board Chairman H.B. Manjap-
pa said that a cultural enter-
tainment program will be or-
ganized on the evening of 
August 3, a day prior to the 
jatra, for the benefit of the 
public.

On August 4, the grand pro-
cession of Goddess Marikam-
ba will begin from Sri 
Durgambika temple in Kum-
bar Street and proceed through 
major streets of the town ac-
companied by dollu kunitha, 
bhajans, and various folk art 
troupes. The procession will 
conclude at the Sri Devi Gaddi 
behind Sri Haladamma temple, 
where the deity will be cere-
monially installed followed by 
Maha Mangalarathi and ritual 
offerings.

ANTI-DRUG AWARENESS DRIVE HELD AT CREATIVE COLLEGE KARKALA 
KARKALA

 
An Anti-Drug Day pro-
gramme under the nation-
wide “Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan” was organised at 
Creative College, Karkala 
on  Thursday  to  c rea te 
awareness among students 
about the harmful effects of 
drug abuse and to promote a 
healthy, drug-free society.

The event saw active par-
ticipation from students, fac-
ulty members and staff who 

gathered to highlight the im-
portance of staying away 
f rom subs tance  abuse . 
Speakers at the programme 
explained how drugs nega-
t ive ly  impact  phys ica l 
health, mental stability, aca-
demic performance and 
overall social behaviour. 
They cautioned that addic-
tion not only destroys indi-
vidual lives but also affects 
families and communities.

Resource persons empha-
sised that youth are often the 

most vulnerable to peer 
pressure and misinforma-
tion, making awareness pro-
grammes essential in educa-
tional institutions. They en-
couraged students to make 
informed choices and adopt 
positive habits that support 
personal growth and disci-
pline.

As part of the programme, 
students were encouraged to 
take a formal pledge com-
mitting themselves to stay-
ing away from drugs and 

spreading awareness among 
their peers. Faculty members 
also stressed the role of col-
leges in shaping responsible 
citizens and guiding young 
people towards constructive 
and value-based living.

The “Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan” is a national ini-
tiative aimed at reducing de-
mand for drugs through ed-
ucation, awareness cam-
paigns and community par-
ticipation. Institutions across 
India regularly conduct such 

programmes to strengthen 
preventive efforts, especially 
among students and young 
adults.

Interactive sessions were 
also held where students 
were given opportunities to 
ask questions and share their 
views on social pressures 
and addiction risks. Organ-
isers said the objective was 
not only to inform but also 
to  bui ld  long-term be-
havioural change among 
youth.

Vachana 
literature praised 
as rich Kannada 

heritage
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
Vachana literature is one of the 
most important traditions of 
Kannada language and it has 
been praised for its rich values 
and history.

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr N Bhaskar said that 
Dr Fa Gu Halakatti played a 
key role in collecting, preserv-
ing and sharing Vachana works 
for future generations. He 
spoke at a program organized 
by Kannada and Culture De-
partment on Vachana Literature 
Preservation Day at the District 
Commissioner's office hall.

He said Kannada is a beauti-
ful, scientific and ancient lan-
guage with rich literary heri-
tage compared to other lan-
guages of the world. Vachana 
literature teaches equality, hu-
manity, respect for hard work 
and strong life values in soci-
ety. He added that everyone 
has responsibility to pass this 
literature to the next genera-
tion.

Retired Principal Dr C Naga-
ratnamma said Vachana litera-
ture is simple and understand-
able for common people. She 
said saints like Basavanna, 
Allama Prabhu and Akkama-
hadevi contributed greatly to 
socia l  reform through 
vachanas.

Halakatti, though a lawyer, 
dedicated his life to collecting 
and publishing Vachana litera-
ture. He travelled across Kar-
nataka, searched old manu-
scripts, and preserved valuable 
Vachana texts for society. He 
sold his house in Bijapur, set 
up a printing press and pub-
lished Vachanas in book form. 
His efforts ensured Vachana 
literature reached common 
people and gained lasting rec-
ognition in history.

The government celebrates 
his birthday as Vachana Litera-
ture Conservation Day every 
year. The program also hon-
ored students with Pratibha 
Puraskar for their achieve-
ments. Officials from various 
departments attended and sup-
ported the event. Speakers em-
phasized the need to encourage 
youth participation and spread 
Vachana values widely through 
educational and cultural pro-
grams across the district.
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Centre-Assam discuss fisheries, 
dairy growth roadmap 

The discussions focused on maximizing the state's abundant natural resources 
while creating new opportunities for farmers, entrepreneurs, and rural communities
NEW DELHI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma held a 
high-level meeting with 
Union Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying Minister 
Rajiv Ranjan Singh in New 
Delhi on Thursday to formu-
late a comprehensive road-
map for accelerating the de-
velopment of Assam's fisher-
ies and dairy sectors. 

The discussions focused on 
maximizing the state's abun-
dant natural resources while 
creating new opportunities for 
farmers, entrepreneurs, and 
rural communities.

The meeting primarily ex-
plored ways to significantly 
increase fish production 
across Assam and establish 
the state as a leading fish-pro-
ducing and fish-exporting 
hub. Both leaders examined 
strategies to strengthen the 
fisheries value chain by im-
proving processing infrastruc-
ture, expanding storage facil-
ities, and enhancing market 
access for producers. They 
also discussed initiatives 
aimed at improving export 
capabilities to enable Assam's 
fish products to reach national 

and international markets 
more efficiently.

Following the meeting, 
Chief Minister Sarma shared 
details through a social media 
post, describing the interac-
tion as highly productive. He 
praised the Union Minister's 
extensive experience and in-
depth understanding of the 
fisheries and dairy sectors. 
According to Sarma, the dis-
cussions focused on convert-
ing Assam's immense natural 
potential into practical devel-
opment initiatives capable of 
generating long-term econom-
ic growth.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that increasing fish pro-
duction alone would not be 

sufficient and highlighted the 
importance of developing an 
integrated value chain. This 
includes strengthening pro-
cessing facilities, expanding 
cold storage infrastructure, 
improving transportation net-
works, and creating better 
marketing channels that can 
increase returns for fish farm-
ers while supporting exports.

Alongside fisheries, consid-
erable attention was devoted 
to strengthening Assam's 
dairy sector through infra-
structure development and 
improved institutional sup-
port. The leaders reviewed 
measures to expand dairy co-
operatives across the state, 
allowing more farmers to par-

ticipate in organized milk pro-
duction and marketing sys-
tems.

The meeting also examined 
plans to improve veterinary 
healthcare services by ex-
panding veterinary hospitals 
and establishing additional 
animal medicine centres. Of-
ficials discussed setting up 
Ultra High Temperature milk 
processing plants and milk 
powder manufacturing units 
to enhance milk preservation, 
reduce wastage, and increase 
the state's dairy processing 
capacity.

Another key area of discus-
sion involved improving cat-
tle productivity through ex-
panded artificial insemination 
programmes. Officials believe 
that better breeding practices, 
combined with improved vet-
erinary care and nutrition, can 
significantly increase milk 
production while improving 
livestock health across rural 
Assam. Union Minister Rajiv 
Ranjan Singh also described 
the meeting as warm and pro-
ductive, reaffirming the Cen-
tral Government's commit-
ment to supporting Assam's 
fisheries and dairy develop-
ment. 

Cong leader calls for Article 370 
restoration through dialogue

SRINAGAR

Veteran Congress leader and 
former Union Minister 
Saifuddin Soz on Thursday 
called for the restoration of 
Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, urging regional po-
litical parties and the Con-
gress to jointly press the Cen-
tral Government on the issue.

 He argued that the special 
constitutional provision repre-
sented the region's internal 
autonomy and said its abroga-
tion had weakened the trust 
between Jammu and Kashmir 
and the Union of India.

Speaking on the issue, Soz 
maintained that the Centre 
had made a mistake by revok-
ing Article 370 and asserted 
that the Union Government 
did not possess the authority 
to remove the constitutional 
provision in the manner it did. 
He appealed to political par-
ties across Jammu and Kash-
mir to launch a peaceful and 
united movement seeking the 

restoration of the region's spe-
cial status.

The former Union Minister 
said the National Conference, 
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
the Apni Party, the Congress, 
and other political organiza-
tions should work together to 
present a common position 
before the Central Govern-
ment. According to him, a 
united democratic effort 
would be the most effective 
way to communicate the aspi-
rations of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Soz further stated that the 
people of the region had 
placed their faith in India's 
secular democratic frame-
work at the time of acces-
sion. He argued that this 
trust should be respected and 
that the concerns of the peo-
ple should be addressed 
through political engage-
ment rather than administra-
tive or security measures. 
He maintained that durable 
solutions could only emerge 

through dialogue and consti-
tutional processes.

The Congress leader also 
reiterated his belief that 
peaceful negotiations remain 
the only effective way to re-
solve conflicts, both domes-
tically and internationally. 
Referring to his support for 
a recent appeal urging India 
and Pakistan to resume dip-
lomatic engagement, Soz 
said he had joined other sig-
natories in writing to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Pakistan's Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif because he 
believes continued dialogue is 
essential for regional stability.

According to Soz, wars 
have historically failed to pro-
duce lasting solutions, while 
negotiations have eventually 
resolved many international 
disputes. He pointed to expe-
riences in Europe, where pro-
longed conflicts ultimately 
concluded through diplomatic 
agreements rather than mili-
tary victories.

‘Big day for state’: Bihar 
BJP chief on Patna 

metro extension 

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042
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Govt rules out immediate reduction in retail fuel prices
NEW DELHI

Consumers hoping for an im-
mediate reduction in petrol 
and diesel prices may have to 
wait longer, as Union Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri clari-
fied on Thursday that current 
economic conditions do not 
justify lowering retail fuel 
prices. 

The minister said state-run 
oil marketing companies are 
still recovering substantial fi-
nancial losses and managing 
inventories purchased when 
international crude oil prices 
were significantly higher.

Speaking on the issue of 
fuel pricing, Puri stated that 
retail petrol and diesel prices 
in India have remained rela-
tively stable despite consider-
able volatility in global crude 
oil markets over the past sev-
eral years. According to the 
minister, petrol prices have 
increased by only 5.58 per-
cent during the last four years, 
while diesel prices have risen 
by 6.23 percent over the same 
period, reflecting the govern-
ment's efforts to shield con-

sumers from international 
price shocks.

The minister explained that 
public sector oil marketing 
companies continue to recov-
er cumulative under-recover-
ies amounting to approxi-
mately Rs 2.18 lakh crore. In 
addition, these companies are 
still holding fuel stocks that 
were procured when global 
crude oil prices were much 
higher than current levels. 
These financial pressures, he 
said, make an immediate re-
duction in retail fuel prices 
economically impractical.

Puri emphasized that under 
the present circumstances, de-
mands for a cut in petrol and 

diesel prices are not justified. 
He maintained that the gov-
ernment's priority has been to 
ensure uninterrupted fuel 
availability while minimizing 
the impact of international 
market volatility on domestic 
consumers.

Highlighting India's re-
sponse to recent geopolitical 
developments, the minister 
referred to tensions surround-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, a 
strategically important ship-
ping route for global oil sup-
plies. He said the country suc-
cessfully managed the situa-
tion without any disruption in 
fuel distribution or shortages 
across the nation.

According to Puri, none of 
India's approximately 1.07 
lakh fuel retail outlets report-
ed running out of fuel during 

the period of heightened glob-
al uncertainty. He credited the 
government's proactive plan-
ning and efficient supply 
chain management for main-
taining uninterrupted fuel 
availability despite challenges 
in international energy mar-
kets.

The minister further stated 
that India has absorbed a sub-
stantial portion of the fluctua-
tions in global crude oil prices 
instead of passing the full 
burden on to consumers. He 
said this approach has helped 
maintain relative price stabil-
ity while ensuring that essen-
tial fuel supplies continue 
without interruption across 
the country.

Looking beyond immediate 
pricing concerns, Puri out-
lined the government's long-
term strategy to strengthen 
India's energy infrastructure 
and enhance energy security. 
He announced that the coun-
try's refining capacity is ex-
pected to reach 309.5 million 
metric tonnes per annum by 
2030 through a combination 
of refinery expansion projects 
and new greenfield facilities.

The government said 
petrol and diesel 
prices will remain 

unchanged despite 
global oil fluctuations 

due to financial 
constraints

PATNA

As Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary 
inaugurated the extended section of the 
Patna Metro Rail Project up to Malahi Pa-
kri on Thursday, BJP state President Sanjay 
Saraogi called it a big day for the state.

This marks another milestone in the expan-
sion of the city's metro network. Bihar BJP 
chief Sanjay Saraogi said the extension 
would significantly improve urban connec-
tivity and benefit residents of the state.

Speaking about the inauguration, Sarao-
gi said, The Chief Minister has inaugurat-
ed the stations today. We are extending the 
Patna Metro network over time, and it will 
benefit the people of the state. This is a 
big day for Bihar.

With the latest expansion, two addition-
al stations will become operational on the 
Blue Line of the Patna Metro. The newly 
added stations are Khemnichak Metro Sta-
tion and Malahipakri Metro Station, fur-
ther extending the existing operational 
corridor. Earlier, during a review meeting 
held at Lok Sewak Awas in Patna on June 
29, the Chief Minister conducted a de-
tailed assessment of the progress of the 
Patna Metro Rail Project and issued sev-
eral directions to officials overseeing its 
implementation.

During the meeting, CM Choudhary 
stressed that a definite timeline should be 
fixed for every phase of the project and 
directed officials to ensure that all con-
struction work is completed within the 
prescribed schedule. He also emphasised 
that the quality of construction should not 
be compromised under any circumstances.

The Chief Minister further instructed 
officials to accelerate work at multiple 
project sites to ensure timely completion. 
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Unitwar Tender Call-2 is invited in two cover system
through e-procurement portal from interested Forest
Contractors, under D.D.F. Scheme Monsoon – 4
plantation works of Formation and Maintenance of
Plantations of Approx. total Rs. 40.60 lakhs in the
limits of various forest zones of Sagar Division for
the year 2026-27. For submission of Tender date
08.07.2026 up to 5.15 PM is fixed. Complete details
of works and places are explained in the e-Procurement
Portal. For further information this office can be
contacted and details regarding the Tender can be
obtained from the official website http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Assistant Conservator of Forests,
Hosanagara Sub Division, Hosanagara.

Government of Karnataka - Karnataka Forest Department
Assistant Conservator of Forests,

 Hosanagara Sub Division, Hosanagara.
District: Shivamogga,   Taluk: Hosanagara,

e-Mail ID: acfhnr@gmail.com
No: ACF/HNR//DDF MONSOON//CR-1/2026-27/12
                                                                     Date: 01.07.2026

DIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/13/07/457

Detailed e-Tender Notice.
(Short-Term e-Tender Notice Through e-Procurement Portal)

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Odisha signs historic aluminium 
investment deal with global partners
Odisha secured a landmark investment agreement to establish an integrated 

aluminium value chain and generate thousands of jobs
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi on Thursday 
hailed the signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
between the Odisha govern-
ment, Adani Enterprises Lim-
ited, and the United Arab 
Emirates-based International 
Holding Company as a land-
mark achievement in the 
state's industrial development.

 The agreement aims to es-
tablish an integrated alumini-
um value chain in Odisha 
through one of the country's 
largest proposed foreign in-
vestments in the mining and 
metallurgy sector.

The ambitious project will 
be implemented through a 
joint venture between Adani 
Enterprises Limited and Inter-
national Resources Holding, a 
company within the Interna-
tional Holding Company 
Group. The initiative is ex-
pected to attract an invest-
ment of approximately 11.5 
billion United States dollars, 
equivalent to nearly Rs 1.10 
lakh crore, making it one of 
the most significant industrial 
investments in Odisha's histo-
ry.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Chief Minister Majhi 

described the partnership as a 
transformative milestone that 
would strengthen Odisha's po-
sition in the global aluminium 
industry. He said the project is 
expected to generate more 
than 53,500 employment op-
portunities, providing a major 
boost to the state's economy 
while creating long-term live-
lihood prospects for thou-
sands of young people.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed confidence that the 
collaboration would success-
fully combine Odisha's abun-
dant mineral resources and 
skilled workforce with the fi-
nancial strength, technologi-
cal expertise, and industrial 
capabilities of investors from 
the Middle East. He stated 
that this partnership would 
accelerate industrial growth 
while promoting sustainable 

economic development across 
the state.

According to the proposed 
plan, the project will cover 
the complete aluminium pro-
duction chain, including 
bauxite mining, alumina re-
fining, aluminium smelting, 
captive power generation, 
downstream aluminium man-
ufacturing, and the creation of 
supporting industrial infra-
structure. The integrated ap-
proach is expected to maxi-
mize value addition within the 
state instead of relying pri-
marily on the export of raw 
mineral resources.

Majhi emphasized that the 
Odisha government's objec-
tive extends beyond mineral 
extraction. He said the admin-
istration is committed to en-
couraging industries that pro-
cess natural resources within 

the state, thereby creating 
higher-value products, ex-
panding manufacturing capac-
ity, and generating quality 
employment for local youth.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted the growing glob-
al demand for environmental-
ly sustainable industrial pro-
duction and green metals. He 
said Odisha has already begun 
taking strategic steps to estab-
lish itself as a leading destina-
tion for environmentally re-
sponsible aluminium produc-
tion and expressed confidence 
that the new investment 
would significantly contribute 
to achieving that vision. He 
further stated that the project 
aligns with the state's long-
term development goals under 
the vision of Samruddha Odi-
sha 2036 and the national ob-
jective of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Birla to kick off orientation 
sessions for Bengal legislators

NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
is scheduled to inaugurate a 
two-day orientation pro-
gramme for newly elected 
members of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly in Kol-
kata on Friday. 

The initiative is aimed at 
equipping legislators with a 
deeper understanding of par-
liamentary practices, legisla-
tive procedures, and demo-
cratic governance to help 
them perform their responsi-
bilities more effectively.

The programme is being 
organised by the Parliamenta-
ry Research and Training In-
stitute for Democracies, func-
tioning under the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat, in collaboration 
with the West Bengal Legisla-
tive Assembly. According to 
an official statement issued by 
the Lok Sabha Secretariat, the 
orientation has been specially 
designed to familiarise first-
time legislators with the func-
tioning of legislative institu-
tions and the responsibilities 
associated with public office.

The event is expected to be 
attended by several prominent 
political leaders and parlia-
mentary dignitaries. Among 
those scheduled to participate 
in the inaugural session are 
Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari, Union Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju, Rajya Sabha Deputy 

Chairman 
Harivansh 
N a r a y a n 
S i n g h , 
Leader  of 
the Opposition 
in the West Ben-
gal Legislative Assembly Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, and other 
senior public representatives.

The inaugural ceremony 
will also feature a welcome 
address by West Bengal Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker 
Rathindra Bose. The Vote of 
Thanks will be delivered by 
the state's Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Shankar 
Ghosh, marking the formal 
commencement of the train-
ing programme.

According to the organ-
isers, the orientation seeks to 
introduce legislators to the 
various dimensions of parlia-
mentary and legislative func-
tioning. Participants will re-
ceive detailed guidance on 
committee systems, financial 
oversight mechanisms, parlia-
mentary privileges, legislative 
ethics, and the increasing use 

of digital technologies in leg-
islative institutions across the 
country.

A key objective of the pro-
gramme is to strengthen law-
makers' understanding of par-

liamentary traditions 
while encouraging 

greater effectiveness 
in legislative de-
bates, committee 
participation, and 
constituency rep-
resentation. The 

organisers believe 
such training pro-

grammes contribute 
significantly to improving 

the overall quality of legisla-
tive functioning and demo-
cratic governance.

The two-day schedule in-
cludes a series of technical 
sessions covering a broad 
range of subjects relevant to 
elected representatives. Topics 
include effective legislative 
practices, customs and conven-
tions observed in legislative 
bodies, parliamentary eti-
quette, and methods for ensur-
ing executive accountability 
through questions, discussions, 
and other procedural mecha-
nisms available to legislators.

The sessions will be con-
ducted by experienced Presid-
ing Officers of various State 
Legislatures, Members of 
Parliament, constitutional ex-
perts, and senior parliamenta-
ry practitioners from across 
the country. 

Lok 
Sabha 

Speaker Om Birla 
will launch a two-day 

programme to 
strengthen legislative 

knowledge among 
newly-elected 

lawmakers

Enduring adversity 
with determination key 

to success: Bhagwat
NAGPUR

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Chief Mohan Bhag-
wat on Thursday emphasized the importance of re-
silience, integrity, and selfless service while address-
ing a programme organised by the Sindhu Education 
Society. 

Speaking to students, educators, and members of 
the public, Bhagwat said that enduring adversity with 
determination is the key to success and that people 
should dedicate their lives to serving society rather 
than pursuing only personal interests.

During his address, Bhagwat remarked that success 
often attracts criticism, particularly in the political 
sphere, where achievements may generate jealousy 
among opponents. Despite such challenges, he en-
couraged individuals to remain committed to their 
principles and continue working with honesty and 
perseverance.

The RSS Chief said that humanity should be guid-
ed by the principle of living for others instead of liv-
ing solely for oneself. He stressed that values such as 
integrity, compassion, and responsibility should not 
merely be preached through words but demonstrated 
through everyday actions. According to him, setting 
a positive personal example is the most effective way 
to inspire others.

Drawing inspiration from the teachings of Lord 
Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita, Bhagwat highlighted 
the importance of facing difficulties with courage 
rather than avoiding them. Referring to the dialogue 
between Krishna and Arjuna, he said individuals 
should never abandon their responsibilities in times 
of hardship. He explained that perseverance and de-
termination ultimately lead to personal growth and 
meaningful achievements.

Bhagwat noted that life naturally includes periods 
of disappointment, failure, and struggle. He observed 
that setbacks should be viewed as temporary phases 
rather than permanent obstacles. According to him, 
when one opportunity closes, another eventually 
emerges, making it essential for people to remain 
hopeful and continue striving toward their goals.

Speaking about education, Bhagwat said that ac-
quiring knowledge should extend beyond securing 
employment or earning a livelihood. While acknowl-
edging the practical importance of education, he ar-
gued that its deeper purpose is to develop wisdom, 
character, and understanding. He added that a per-
son's education begins at home, with mothers playing 
the role of a child's first teacher by instilling values 
and guiding early development.

Gen Seth calls on Defence Min 
after taking over as Army Chief

NEW DELHI

General Dhiraj Seth, who assumed charge as the 31st 
Chief of the Army Staff on July 1, called on Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday and outlined his 
plans for the Indian Army during this meeting. Gen-
eral Seth had also spoken about his plans on Wednes-
day after taking over as the Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS). 

The Indian Army is a combat-ready and bat-
tle-hardened force, fully prepared and capable of 
meeting every challenge in the operational domain. 
To respond effectively to the evolving security envi-
ronment, we must take forward the modernisation of 
the Army with renewed energy and firm resolve, he 
had said. Our aim is to build a technology-enabled, 
future-ready Army which is fully empowered and 
capable of operating across multiple domains, Gen 
Seth said.
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IN THE COURT OF THE 
HONORABLE SUBORDINATE 
JUDGE, PALACODEO.S. No. 

M.C.O.P. No: 162/2025

1. Krishnammal, W/o. (Late) 
Muthusamy
2. Usha, D/o. (Late) Muthusamy
3. Pushpa, D/o. (Late) Muthusamy
4. SathishKumar, S/o. (Late) 
Muthusamy

… Petitioners
// versus //

Lokesh S/o. Lakshman,
No. 107, 7th Main,

5th Cross Govt School,
B Narayanapura,
Doorvaninagar,

Mahadevpura Post,
Bangalore,

Karnataka State – 560016.
… 1st Respondent

NOTICE
The Petitioners have filed the above 
suit for Motor Accident Claim Petition.
The above case is posted on 
23.07.2026 for your appearance. 
On that day, the 1st Respondent is 
required to appear either personally 
or through your counsel and file 
objections, if any. Failing to do so, 
the above case will be decided on its 
merits in your absence.

S. Saravanan, B.E., B.L.,
M.S. No. 1137/2017

Advocate
No. 22, TNHB Errahanahalli,

Kadamadai Post, Palacode Taluk,
Dharmapuri District.
Cell: 9751816245

I, MAHBOOB SHERIFF 
S/o Abdul Khader, resident 
of No 773, 30th B Cross, 
Moghul Darbar Restorent, 

Tilak Nagar, Jayanagara Po, 
Jayanagar, Bangalore - 560041, 

have changed my name to 
MAHABOOB SHARIFF, vide 
affidavit dated: 02.07.2026, 

before Notary MEER HASSAN, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, FAHEEM UDDIN, aged 43 years, 

S/o. Zainul Abideen, Residing 
at Door No. 3577/3, B.M. Road, 

Opp: K.S.R.T.C. Bus Stand, 
Nizam Mohalla, Hunsur Town, 
Hunsur Taluk -571105, Mysore 

District, Karnataka, have changed 
my name from FAHIMUDDIN to 
FAHEEM UDDIN, vide affidavit 
dated: 30.06.2026 before notary 

VEERESH RAO BOBADE, Hunsur.

NAME CHANGE
I, AMJAD PASHA ABDUL 

KHADER, S/o Abdul 
Khader, resident of No 

252-1, Mallamma Street, Po 
Sakleshpur, Hassan - 573134, 

have changed my name to 
AMJAD PASHA, vide affidavit 

dated: 02.07.2026, before 
Notary MEER HASSAN, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

CLASSIFIEDS To place a classified ad 
contact: 080-41209042

'Most massive' Russian 
attack on Kyiv kills 18

Russia launched an unprecedented overnight assault on Kyiv, 
firing dozens of ballistic missiles and hundreds of long-range 

drones, devastating strikes hit over 30 locations across the city
KYIV

Russia launched one of its 
most extensive aerial assaults 
on Ukraine's capital in recent 
months, firing hundreds of 
drones and dozens of missiles 
at Kyiv during the early hours 
of Thursday. 

The coordinated attack 
caused widespread destruc-
tion across the city, leaving at 
least 18 people dead and 
many more injured. Residen-
tial buildings suffered severe 
damage as powerful explo-
sions echoed throughout the 
capital, forcing thousands of 
frightened residents to seek 
safety in underground metro 
stations and bomb shelters.

Officials described the as-
sault as the most destructive 
attack on Kyiv this year. Sev-
eral apartment buildings were 
torn apart, emergency crews 
rushed to rescue trapped resi-
dents, and firefighters battled 
blazes that spread through 
damaged structures. 

Authorities reported that 
destruction had been recorded 
at more than 20 different loca-
tions across the city, high-
lighting the scale of the over-

night bombardment.
Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskiy cut short an 
overseas visit to return home 
following the attack. He stat-
ed that Kyiv had been the pri-
mary target of the strikes and 
renewed his appeal to interna-
tional partners for stronger air 
defense support. 

According to Zelenskiy, 
maintaining supplies of ad-
vanced defensive systems, 
particularly Patriot missile 
interceptors, remains an ur-
gent priority for protecting 
Ukrainian cities from increas-
ingly intense Russian attacks.

Ukraine's Air Force report-
ed that Russia launched 74 
missiles and 496 drones 
during the operation. Air 
Force spokesperson Yuri Ihnat 
noted that the unusually high 
number of ballistic missiles 
made interception significant-

ly more difficult. He acknowl-
edged that shortages of Patriot 
interceptor missiles had 
weakened Ukraine's ability to 
defend against such high-
speed threats in recent 
months.

Russia's Defense Ministry 
said the large-scale attack tar-
geted military infrastructure, 
energy facilities, and airports 
in Kyiv and other regions us-
ing long-range precision 
weapons launched from air, 
land, and sea, along with 
drones. Moscow described the 
strikes as retaliation for recent 
Ukrainian drone attacks on 
Russian territory, particularly 
those targeting domestic fuel 
infrastructure.

Ukra ine ,  meanwhi l e , 
claimed responsibility for 
striking an oil refinery in Rus-
sia's Nizhny Novgorod region 
during the same period. Re-
gional authorities there re-
ported that one person was 
killed after an industrial facil-
ity was hit. The exchange of 
attacks reflects the continuing 
escalation of the conflict, with 
both countries increasingly 
targeting strategic infrastruc-
ture beyond the front lines.

Indirect Iran-US talks show 
limited diplomatic progress

DOHA

Iran and the United States 
concluded another round of 
indirect diplomatic talks in 
Doha without reaching any 
significant breakthrough to-
ward a long-term peace agree-
ment. 

While officials described the 
discussions as constructive, 
negotiators primarily focused 
on implementing elements of 
an interim agreement an-
nounced two weeks ago rather 
than resolving broader dis-
putes between the two coun-
tries.

According to sources famil-
iar with the negotiations, rep-
resentatives from both nations 
spent two days discussing 
maritime traffic through the 
strategically important Strait 
of Hormuz and the release of 
frozen Iranian financial assets. 
These issues formed key com-
ponents of the earlier interim 
understanding that helped halt 
hostilities in June. Officials 
indicated that the discussions 
remained technical in nature 
and were aimed at strengthen-
ing the implementation of pre-
viously agreed measures.

Qatar's Foreign Ministry 
confirmed that another round 
of indirect negotiations would 
take place after the funeral cer-
emonies for Iran's late Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who is scheduled 

to be buried on July 9. The 
ministry stated that the latest 
discussions achieved positive 
progress on matters connected 
to the memorandum that ended 
the fighting and continued to 
build upon understandings 
reached during an earlier sum-
mit held in Switzerland.

Despite the optimistic state-
ments from mediators, there 
were differing public messages 
regarding the status of negoti-
ations over Iran's nuclear pro-
gram. Speaking in Washing-
ton, United States President 
Donald Trump said that dis-
cussions concerning possible 
limits on Iran's nuclear activi-
ties were progressing well. He 
expressed confidence that re-
cent meetings had been pro-
ductive and suggested that 
further developments could 
follow in the coming weeks.

However, individuals famil-
iar with the Doha negotiations 
said that Iran's nuclear pro-
gram was not part of the agen-
da during the latest sessions. 
They explained that the meet-

ings focused exclusively on 
technical and logistical matters 
related to the ceasefire frame-
work rather than broader stra-
tegic or security concerns.

United States Vice President 
JD Vance acknowledged that 
nuclear negotiations remain a 
priority but indicated they 
would be addressed during fu-
ture rounds of dialogue. He 
said both sides remain con-
cerned about the issue and ex-
pect formal discussions on 
nuclear matters to begin at a 
later stage of the diplomatic 
process.

The talks continued through 
indirect communication, with 
American and Iranian delega-
tions holding separate meet-
ings while Qatari and Paki-
stani mediators carried mes-
sages between them. This for-
mat has allowed both govern-
ments to maintain diplomatic 
engagement despite the ab-
sence of direct negotiations.

Notably, senior American 
representatives, including 
presidential envoy Steve Wit-
koff and presidential adviser 
Jared Kushner, did not partici-
pate in the Doha meetings de-
spite earlier expectations that 
high-level officials would at-
tend. Their absence suggested 
that the latest discussions were 
intended to resolve technical 
aspects of the interim agree-
ment rather than negotiate ma-
jor political decisions.

Iran and the US 
concluded indirect 

negotiations without 
major breakthroughs 

while addressing 
technical issues 
following their 

ceasefire agreement

Under-fire 
German ruling 

coalition unveils 
reform package

BERLIN

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz’s coalition unveiled a 
package of reforms on Thurs-
day, including tax relief for 
lower-income families and 
far-reaching pension reforms 
in a bid to revive growth and 
competitiveness in Europe’s 
largest economy.  The mea-
sures won some praise from 
economists that the govern-
ment was delivering concrete 
changes after months ‌of wran-
gling between Merz’s conser-
vatives and their more left-
wing junior coalition partner, 
the Social Democrats.  They 
aim to make life easier for 
companies, with promises to 
cut red tape, allow employers 
more scope to hire workers on 
short-term contracts and make 
it harder for them to call in 
sick. While winning praise 
from some employers, the 
measures were also variously 
criticised as unfair or unwork-
able, or not going far enough.

Wildfires rage across Southern 
France amid heatwave

LANCOS

Firefighters continued battling mul-
tiple wildfires across southern 
France on Thursday as strong winds 
and extremely dry conditions com-
plicated efforts to contain the rapid-
ly spreading flames. Authorities 
deployed hundreds of emergency 
personnel to several affected re-
gions after recent record-breaking 
temperatures left vegetation danger-
ously dry and highly vulnerable to 
fire.

French Interior Minister Laurent 
Nunez said three major wildfires 
had collectively burned approxi-
mately 1,210 hectares of land. Two 
of the blazes erupted on the western 
outskirts of the Mediterranean port 
city of Marseille, while the largest 
wildfire spread through the Aude 
administrative department near 
France's border with Spain. Emer-
gency officials warned that per-
sistent high winds were significant-
ly increasing the difficulty of fire-
fighting operations and raising the 
risk of further expansion.

The largest blaze in the Aude re-
gion had already destroyed around 
900 hectares of land. Nearly 800 
firefighters were deployed to con-
tain the flames, supported by spe-
cialized equipment and aerial re-
sources where conditions permitted. 
Emergency responders worked con-
tinuously to prevent the fire from 
reaching residential communities 
and critical infrastructure, although 
shifting winds remained a major 
challenge throughout the day.

Near Marseille, firefighters man-
aged to reduce the intensity of a 
smaller wildfire in the town of Ro-
gnac, located close to the city's in-
ternational airport. Another nearby 
fire in Lancon-Provence, which 
burned around 260 hectares, was 
successfully brought under control 
after extensive firefighting efforts. 
Local authorities confirmed that no 
casualties had been reported in con-

nection with any of the fires, al-
though emergency crews remained 
on high alert.

Smoke from the wildfires spread 
across surrounding communities, 
creating poor air quality and reduc-
ing visibility. A strong smell of burn-
ing vegetation lingered over parts of 
the Marseille area, with airline pilots 
reportedly reassuring passengers that 
the smoke detected inside aircraft 
cabins originated from the surround-
ing environment rather than any on-
board emergency.

Further east, emergency authori-
ties ordered the evacuation of more 
than 2,000 people from six camp-
sites near the coastal resort town of 
Frejus in the Var department. The 
precautionary measure was taken 
after a nearby forest fire threatened 
tourist accommodations and recre-
ational areas. Evacuation teams safe-
ly relocated visitors while firefight-
ers worked to establish containment 
lines around the affected zone.

The latest wildfires followed an 
intense heatwave that swept across 
Western Europe during late June. 
The World Meteorological Organi-
zation had previously warned that 
prolonged periods of extreme heat, 
combined with exceptionally low 
humidity and dry vegetation, would 
substantially increase wildfire risks 
throughout the region. These condi-
tions have created an environment 
where even small fires can spread 
rapidly under strong winds.
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Anthony Gordon praises Captain 
Kane’s elite positioning

Kane urged Eng to savor their dramatic 2-1 WC comeback win over DR Congo, securing a round-of-16 spot.
ATLANTA

 
England captain Harry Kane 
urged his teammates to savor 
their hard-fought victory 
during an emotional post-
match huddle. The Three Li-
ons secured a dramatic 2-1 
comeback win against DR 
Congo in the FIFA World Cup 
round of 32, booking a date 
with Mexico.

The historic victory marked 

the first time England ever 
won a World Cup match after 
trailing at halftime. Kane 

proved to be the hero, scoring 
twice in the final 15 minutes 
of the game. Afterward, he 
gathered the players on the 
pitch to celebrate before join-
ing the traveling fans in song.

Teammate Anthony Gordon 
revealed Kane's inspiring 
message to the squad. Ac-
cording to Gordon, the skip-
per stressed that while the win 
does not define them or win 
the tournament, they must en-

joy it like any other nation. 
Kane noted that big countries 
often fail to celebrate properly 
due to high expectations, but 
a World Cup knockout victory 
should always be cherished.

Gordon was highly instru-
mental in the massive turn-
around. Coming off the bench 
in the 61st minute, the 
25-year-old winger provided 
the crucial assists for both of 
Kane's late goals.

Instead of taking credit, 
Gordon praised his captain's 
elite positioning. He admitted 
that having a world-class 
striker like Kane in the penal-
ty area completely changed 
his decision-making on the 
field, opting to cross rather 
than shoot. Thanks to Kane's 
lethal finishing, England's 
World Cup dreams remain 
alive as they march into the 
round of 16.

Russell targets 
victory at Silverstone 

Grand Prix
SILVERSTONE

 
George Russell heads to the 
Silverstone Grand Prix on a 
massive high, aiming to give 
local fans a home winner for 
the third consecutive year. 
Following Lewis Hamilton’s 
2024 victory and Lando Nor-
ris’s win last July, British 
hopes are soaring for another 
spectacular homegrown tri-
umph this weekend.

There is a very real chance 
of an all-British podium cele-
bration, a feat the trio recently 
achieved in Barcelona. Rus-
sell enters the weekend fresh 
off a sensational victory in 
Austria, which successfully 
trimmed his Mercedes team-
m a t e Kimi Antonell i’s 

championsh ip 
lead down to 
4 0  p o i n t s . 
Former cham-

pion Jenson 
Button noted 

that Russell is in 
a perfect psy-

chological 
place and 
ready to 
d o m i -
nate.

Mean-
w h i l e , 
L a n d o 
N o r r i s 
will race 
on home 

soil for the first time as the 
reigning world champion. 
While McLaren team boss 
Andrea Stella expects a tough 
fight for the victory, the team 
remains highly optimistic 
about securing a podium fin-
ish. They face stiff competi-
tion from Hamilton, who 
holds an incredible record as 
a nine-time winner at this 
iconic circuit.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
holds the track lap record but 
expressed concern over the 
circuit's challenging layout in 
this new engine era. The high-
ly anticipated weekend will 
follow the intense sprint for-
mat, offering extra champion-
ship points. This format gives 
Russell a prime opportunity to 
close the gap on the 19-year-
old rookie leader, Antonelli. 
Adding to the local excite-
ment, British rookie Arvid 
Lindblad will make his home 
debut for Racing Bulls. With 
warm weather forecast, fans 
are buckled in for an unfor-
gettable weekend.

George Russell targets a 
Silverstone Grand Prix 

victory, aiming to secure 
a third consecutive 

British home win amid 
fierce competition from 
Norris, Hamilton, and 

rookie Antonelli.

GRESINI RACING ANNOUNCES ITS 2027 MOTOGP LINEUP, SIGNING MOTO2 STAR 
DANIEL HOLGADO ALONGSIDE FORMER WORLD CHAMPION JOAN MIR

Moto2 Star Daniel Holgado promoted to MotoGP
MILAN

 
Gresini Racing officially announced a 
major team revamp for the 2027 MotoGP 
season. The Ducati-backed squad has 
signed rising Moto2 star Daniel Holgado 
alongside former world champion Joan 
Mir. The incoming duo will replace Alex 
Marquez, who is moving to KTM, and 
Fermin Aldeguer, who is joining VR46 
Ducati.

The 21-year-old Holgado will step up to 
the premier class after an impressive stint 
in Moto2. The talented Spaniard joined 
the Aspar team in 2025, securing two vic-
tories and earning the Rookie of the Year 

title. He has continued his strong form this 
season, capturing another race win and 
currently occupying sixth place in the 
championship standings. Meanwhile, Joan 

Mir will leave Honda at the end of the 
year to join Gresini. The 2020 MotoGP 
world champion will ride a factory-spec 
Ducati Desmosedici starting in 2027. The 
move gives Mir a prime opportunity to 
revive his career and unlock his 
maximum potential on a highly 
competitive machine.

Team owner Nadia Pado-
vani expressed immense ex-
citement over the new roster. 
She noted that the team has 
been tracking Holgado's 
progress for a long time 
and is thrilled to guide him 
through his rookie year.

PARTHIV PATEL 
defends India's 
batting strategy

NEW DELHI
 

Former national wicketkeeper 
Parthiv Patel has strongly de-
fended India’s aggressive bat-
ting strategy after the rain-af-
fected T20I series opener 
against England. The highly 
anticipated match in Durham 
unfortunately ended without a 
result when heavy, persistent 
downpours completely washed 
out the entire second innings. 

After winning the toss, the 
visiting Indian team elected to 
bat first and posted a formida-
ble total of 189 for seven. Re-
flecting on the performance, 
Patel emphasized that the pow-
erhouse total proved India's 
genuine desire to challenge 
themselves and adapt to tough 
English conditions right away. 
He noted that the team inten-
tionally avoided playing a cau-
tious game. 

Patel firmly stated that 190 
was a highly competitive target 
on the tricky Durham pitch, es-
pecially with India planning to 
deploy three specialized spin-
ners through the middle overs.

Shah Rukh Khan 
 unveils new LA Stadium

LOS ANGELES
 

Bollywood icon Shah Rukh 
Khan proudly celebrated the 
grand opening of the Knight 
Riders Cricket Ground in 
California, describing it as 
the realization of a lifelong 
dream. The historic venue 
recently hosted its first-ever 
Major League Cricket match, 
making the Knight Riders 
Group the very first global 
cricket franchise to build a 
world-class stadium abroad. 

The newly built arena in 
Pomona officially opened its 
doors as the Los Angeles 
Knight Riders faced off 
against Washington Freedom. 
Reflecting on the monumen-
tal milestone, Khan shared 
that the grand project rep-
resents years of meticulous 
planning aimed at bringing 
the sport to entirely new 
global audiences. 

Khan emphasized that the 

project is much more than a 
typical sporting venue. He 
envisioned the ground as a 
vibrant community hub de-

signed to foster togeth-
er-time, energy, and family 
entertainment. The Bolly-
wood star expressed his sin-

cere hopes that the facility 
will become the true home of 
cricket in Southern Califor-
nia, inspiring future genera-
tions of local players and 
loyal fans. 

Built strictly to internation-
al standards, the impressive 
stadium features top-tier 
pitches and expansive dimen-
sions. The venue is sched-
uled to host a series of highly 
anticipated Major League 
Cricket fixtures through July 
5. Crucially, the world-class 
stadium is also expected to 
play a vital role as a key ven-
ue for the upcoming Los An-
geles 2028 Olympic Games. 

Franchise officials stated 
that the landmark stadium 
serves as a major statement 
of intent for the sport's rapid 
American expansion. This 
historic launch highlights the 
United States' steady rise as 
one of cricket’s fastest-grow-
ing markets.

Pape Gueye quits Senegal 
after World Cup exit

SEATTLE
 

Midfielder Pape Gueye has 
announced a sudden break 
from the Senegal national 
team following their heart-
breaking World Cup exit, 
launching a furious attack 
against the current technical 
staff.

The shocking announce-
ment highlights growing in-
ternal tensions just hours after 
Senegal suffered a devastating 
round of 32 defeat against 
Belgium. The African giants 
seemed completely in control 
of the match, cruising with a 
comfortable 2-0 lead by the 
51st minute. However, the 
team experienced a historic 
collapse, conceding two late 
goals before losing 3-2 in ex-

tra time to a record-breaking 
124th-minute penalty.

Gueye, who plays his club 
football for Villarreal, was 
substituted after an hour of 
play by manager Pape Thiaw, 
who brought on Lamine Ca-
mara. The tactical decision 
clearly frustrated Gueye, who 
had been Senegal's standout 
player of the tournament, con-
tributing an impressive three 
goals and one assist.

Venting his frustration on 
Instagram, Gueye made his 
dramatic retirement official. 
He wrote that while he would 
discuss the tournament elimi-
nation later, he is officially 
taking a break from the na-
tional team for as long as the 
current coaching staff remains 
in charge.

Lukaku praises Tielemans after historic WC Win
SEATTLE

 
Belgium striker Romelu Lukaku has 
heaped praise on teammate Youri Tie-
lemans after his record-breaking pen-
alty secured a dramatic 3-2 comeback 
victory over Senegal, sending the 
team into the World Cup round of 16.

Senegal initially stunned the Euro-
pean football giants by taking a 2-0 
lead through goals from Habib Diarra 
and Ismaila Sarr. However, Belgium 
mounted an incredible late fightback. 
Lukaku scored in the 86th minute, 
and Tielemans followed closely with 
an equalizer in the 89th minute, forc-
ing the intense game into extra time.

The ultimate drama unfolded in the 
final seconds of extra time when a 
VAR review awarded Belgium a pen-
alty for a foul on Tielemans. The 
midfielder calmly stepped up and 
converted the spot-kick at 124 min-

utes and 44 seconds. This dramatic 
strike broke all previous football re-
cords, becoming the latest winning 
goal ever scored in FIFA World Cup 
history.

Following the historic victory, an 
ecstatic Lukaku took to Instagram to 
celebrate his teammate, posting a pic-
ture of them with the high-praise cap-
tion, "You are HIM." The jubilant 
scenes then carried over into the Bel-
gian dressing room, where Tiele-
mans, crowned 'Player of the Match,' 
led his singing and cheering team-
mates in wild celebrations.

While Senegal exited the tourna-
ment with dignity, becoming the first 
African side to score 10 goals in a 
single World Cup, Belgium now turns 
its focus to the future. They are set to 
face the United States in a highly an-
ticipated round of 16 knockout match 
in Seattle.

Glenn Maxwell highlights 
USA’s T20 WC progress

NEW DELHI
 

Australian cricket star Glenn 
Maxwell believes the compet-
itive gap between established 
powerhouses and emerging 
associate nations is narrowing 
at a rapid pace. Speaking after 
the European T20 Premier 
League (ETPL) Player Draft, 
the Belfast Wolves captain 
stated that franchise leagues 
are vital for giving developing 
nations the exposure needed 
to challenge the world's best.

Maxwell cited the United 
States’ impressive perfor-
mance against India at the 
recent T20 World Cup as 
clear evidence of this swift 
evolution. He noted that the 
American squad came within 
touching distance of deliver-
ing one of the biggest upsets 
in tournament history. The 
all-rounder pointed out that if 
the USA had simply caught 
India’s star batsman Suryaku-
mar Yadav, they could have 
won the match.

The dynamic all-rounder 
expects a similar rapid growth 
trajectory for European crick-
et following the launch of the 
ETPL. He emphasized that 
providing associate players 
with regular opportunities to 
test their skills against experi-
enced international icons will 
heavily inspire the next gen-
eration of athletes across the 
continent.

While acknowledging that 
building a deep, sustainable 
cricket culture naturally takes 
time, Maxwell highlighted 
that recent international tour-
naments show associate teams 
are ready to compete right 
now. Regular game time 

against major nations allows 
these emerging sides to push 
heavyweights to their abso-
lute limits.

Maxwell concluded by as-
serting that the long-term suc-
cess of the ETPL will ensure 
European nations continue to 
close the gap on traditional 
global powerhouses. The 
highly anticipated tournament 
is scheduled to bring elite 
cricket action to venues 
across Ireland, Scotland, and 
the Netherlands this August. 

Maxwell Backs 
Associate Cricket Rise
Australia’s Glenn Max-
well believes associate 
nations are rapidly clos-
ing the gap on cricket’s 
traditional giants. He 

said franchise leagues 
like the European T20 

Premier League will pro-
vide valuable exposure, 
helping emerging teams 

compete consistently 
with elite sides. Maxwell 
expects European crick-
et to grow significantly 

through regular high-lev-
el competition and 

international experience.

Harry Kane chases Cristiano Ronaldo’s tournament record
ATLANTA

 
England Captain Harry Kane 
has written his name further 
into soccer history after a 
stunning performance saved 
his team in a dramatic World 
Cup match against DR Con-
go.

The Three Lions were 
struggling early after Brian 
Cipenka scored for DR Congo 
in the seventh minute. How-
ever, Kane showed his world-
class talent when it mattered 
most. He scored two brilliant 
goals late in the game, hitting 
the net in the 75th and 86th 
minutes, to secure a thrilling 
2-1 comeback victory.

With these two goals, Kane 
entered an elite club alongside 
Portuguese superstar Cristia-
no Ronaldo. They are now the 

only two players ever to score 
20 or more goals across both 
the World Cup and the Euros. 
Kane now has 20 major tour-
nament goals, trailing just be-
hind Ronaldo’s record of 24.

The England striker also 
passed Brazilian legend Pele’s 
historic World Cup tally by 
reaching 13 goals. Addition-
ally, Kane has now scored 10 
knockout goals in major tour-
naments since 2020, proving 
he is one of the most reliable 
big-game players of this de-
cade. He easily outperforms 
other European stars like Ky-
lian Mbappe, who has seven 
knockout goals in that same 
period.

Thanks to Kane's heroics, 
England avoids a shock exit 
and moves on to the round of 
16. The team will now travel 

to Mexico for a highly antici-
pated clash against the host 
nation. That tough knockout 

match is scheduled to take 
place at the famous Azteca 
Stadium this coming Monday.

Ismaila Sarr ties 
Roger Milla’s 
World Cup 

record
SEATTLE

 
Senegal star Ismaila Sarr 
carved his name into the re-
cord books, even though his 
team suffered a painful World 
Cup exit against Belgium. The 
Crystal Palace winger gave 
Senegal a brilliant start, scor-
ing a historic goal in the 51st 
minute after teammate Habib 
Diarra had opened the scoring 
in the first half. With that 
strike, the 28-year-old Sarr 
reached four goals in this tour-
nament. This ties him with 
Cameroon legend Roger Milla 
for the most goals scored by 
an African player in a single 
World Cup campaign.

Senegal looked ready to pull 
off a massive upset with their 
2-0 lead. They even made his-
tory as the first African nation 
to score 10 goals in one World 
Cup tournament. However, 
Belgium refused to back 
down. Late goals from Rome-
lu Lukaku and Youri Tiele-
mans shocked Senegal, send-
ing the intense match into ex-
tra time.

The drama peaked in the final 
seconds. Following a VAR re-
view for a foul on Tielemans, 
Belgium was awarded a penalty. 
Tielemans calmly stepped up 
and smashed the ball into the 
net at 124 minutes and 44 sec-
onds. It became the latest win-
ning goal ever scored in World 
Cup history, sealing a dramatic 
3-2 victory for Belgium.

While Senegal heads home 
with their heads held high after 
a heroic effort, Belgium cele-
brates a miraculous escape.
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India exports Punjab Litchis to Oman via FTA
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Piyush Goyal 
announced that fresh litchis 
grown in Punjab have been 
exported to Oman for the very 
first time.

The initial shipment of the 
sweet fruit was produced by 
the Ummat Agri Allied Coop-
erative Society based in 
Hoshiarpur. Taking to media 
platforms, the Commerce and 
Industry Minister praised the 
Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA) 
for making this possible. 
Goyal explained that by lever-
aging the brand-new India–

Oman free trade agreement, 
this unique trade initiative 
will successfully boost local 
farmers’ incomes and secure 
wider international fame for 

Indian agriculture.
This achievement comes 

closely on the heels of anoth-
er fruit export milestone. Just 
last month, Goyal celebrated 

the first-ever shipment of Ut-
tarakhand’s beloved Dehra-
dun litchis to Italy. He noted 
that the premium, red fruits 
highly praised for their dis-
tinct sweetness and delicate 
aroma are quickly becoming 
a favorite in Europe, effec-
tively opening new trade gate-
ways into European markets.

India’s global litchi expan-
sion also includes the north-
eastern region. Earlier, As-
sam’s famous Tezpur litchi, 
which earned a Geographical 
Indication tag back in 2014 
due to its excellent juicy qual-
ity, made its international de-
but with a successful ship-
ment sent to Dubai.

PUNJAB LITCHIS GO GLOBAL
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KOCHI
India’s finest culinary pro-

fessionals put their techni-
cal skills on display at the 
second National Skill Ol-

ympiad. Hosted by the Ma-
rine Products Export Devel-

opment Authority during 
Seafood Expo Bharat 

2026, the event crowned 
ten elite finalists selected 
from 2,500 trained work-
ers. Competitors crafted 

high-demand international 
dishes like Nobashi shrimp 

and breaded squid rings. 
The champion secured a 

grand prize of 100,000 ru-
pees. Officials emphasized 

that this competition 
strengthens India’s global 

seafood trade by highlight-
ing food safety, precision, 
and workforce excellence. 

Award-winning dishes 
were later showcased for 
live tasting sessions with 

international buyers.

BRUSSELS
Google lost its final gamble 
to dodge a massive four bil-
lion euro antitrust fine. Eu-
rope’s highest court reject-
ed the tech giant’s appeal, 
ruling that Google unfairly 
used its Android operating 
system to crush competi-
tors. Back in 2018, officials 
found that Google forced 

phone makers to install its 
search engine and Chrome 
browser to access the Play 
Store. Google argued the 

decision ignores its large in-
vestments into keeping An-
droid free and open. How-

ever, judges stood firm, 
marking a historic victory 

for fair market competition. 
Google stated it already 

changed its rules to comply 
with European trade laws.

NEW DELHI
India and Japan have 

launched a historic chap-
ter in their friendship by 

signing their first-ever joint 
defense development pro-
ject. Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi welcomed Ja-
pan’s first female Prime 
Minister, Sanae Takaichi, 
referring to her warmly as 
his “younger sister” during 
the annual summit. The 
powerful alliance com-

bines Japan’s precision en-
gineering with India’s ad-
vanced software skills to 
boost global AI develop-

ment. Beyond defense, the 
leaders launched a major 

green energy roadmap. 
This includes building 

1,000 biogas plants across 
rural India, securing critical 
supply chains for semicon-

ductors, and ensuring 
long-term stability across 

the Indo-Pacific region.

NEW DELHI
India’s automotive indus-
try is set to maintain pow-
erful momentum heading 
into fiscal year 2027, ac-

cording to reports. Recent 
data highlights a massive 

22 percent surge in do-
mestic two-wheeler 

sales, alongside a 25 per-
cent jump in passenger 
vehicle purchases. Ex-

perts predict steady, sin-
gle-digit growth fueled by 

rising electric vehicle 
adoption, fresh model 
launches, and stronger 

rural demand. Commer-
cial vehicles and tractors 
also posted double-digit 

gains due to healthy 
freight needs. While rising 
material costs and global 
supply chain disruptions 
pose potential hurdles, 
high consumer confi-

dence keeps the industry 
moving fast.

Bhupender Yadav links 
EV growth to 2047 Goal

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav urged focusing 
on green growth, smart infrastructure, and circular 

economies for India’s electric vehicle shift.
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Bhupender 
Yadav announced that India’s 
shift to electric vehicles must 
focus heavily on green 
growth, smart infrastructure, 
and a waste-free recycling 
system. 

Speaking at a national con-
ference hosted by Assocham, 
the Environment Minister ex-
plained that switching to elec-
tric mobility is not just about 
replacing old cars with new 
technology. Instead, it is a 
massive opportunity to build 
a clean industrial system, 
boost local manufacturing, 
and create thousands of green 
jobs. This initiative directly 
supports the country’s goal of 
becoming a fully developed 
nation by 2047. 

Yadav stressed that India 
needs to abandon the tradi-
tional “take-make-dispose” 
habit. Instead, the country 
must embrace a circular econ-
omy where materials are con-
stantly reused and recycled. 
To become a global leader in 
clean transportation, he noted 
that India must build a strong 
network of charging stations, 
protect its supply of critical 
minerals, and master battery 
recycling. 

The minister also highlight-

ed that the government has 
introduced several major re-
forms to speed up environ-
mental clearances and make 
doing business much easier. 
B y  u s i n g  t h e  d i g i t a l 
“PARIVESH” portal, officials 
have simplified rules and 
shortened waiting times for 
green approvals without dam-
aging nature. 

The conference brought to-
gether top policymakers and 
car manufacturers to design a 
clear path forward for the 
country’s electric vehicle 
market. Yadav concluded by 
stating that the economy and 
the environment must grow 
together. Through teamwork, 
India can easily become a 
global hub for eco-friendly 
manufacturing and cl i -
mate-conscious development. 

Modi, Takaichi inaugurate 
Maruti Suzuki Kharkhoda Plant
NEW DELHI

In a major step for India’s au-
tomotive industry, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Jap-
anese Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi have jointly inaugu-
rated Maruti Suzuki’s massive 
new manufacturing facility at 
Kharkhoda in Haryana. 

The state-of-the-art facility 
marks Maruti Suzuki’s fourth 
major production plant in In-
dia. It also represents one of 
the largest financial invest-
ments the automaker has ever 
made in the country. Together, 
the company’s four Indian 
production sites have drawn a 
total investment of nearly Rs 
35,000 crore, highlighting its 
strong, long-term faith in the 
Indian automotive market. 

Once the sprawling Khark-
hoda facility becomes fully 
functional, it will add a mas-
sive annual production capac-
ity of 10 lakh passenger vehi-
cles. This huge boost will 
make it one of the company’s 
biggest manufacturing hubs 

anywhere in the world and 
will firmly solidify India’s 
reputation as a top global car 
manufacturing base. 

The grand inauguration also 
shines a spotlight on the deep 
economic and strategic rela-
tionship shared between India 
and Japan. As a joint venture 
between India’s Maruti and 
Japan’s Suzuki Motor Corpo-
ration, the brand remains an 
ultimate success story of Jap-
anese investment in Indian 
business. 

Earlier, PM Modi greeted 
PM Takaichi at the Hyder-
abad House in New Delhi 
ahead of their official summit. 
The two world leaders are 

scheduled to hold the 16th In-
dia-Japan Annual Summit 
talks. During this crucial 
meeting, they will review bi-
lateral cooperation and dis-
cuss key global issues of mu-
tual interest.

PMs Narendra Modi 
and Sanae Takaichi 
inaugurated Maruti 
Suzuki’s massive 

Kharkhoda facility in 
Haryana, boosting 
India’s automotive 

capacity and 
strengthening India-
Japan economic ties.

Three new coal 
mines begin 
production  

in India
NEW DELHI

India’s captive and commer-
cial coal mining sector con-
tinued its strong growth mo-
mentum this June, recording 
a massive 14.9 percent jump 
in production compared to 
the same month last year.

According to an official 
statement released by the 
Coal Ministry, domestic out-
pu t  f rom these  mines 
reached 17.88 million tonnes 
in June, up from 15.56 mil-
lion tonnes recorded in June 
2025. Total coal supply de-
liveries also performed ex-
ceptionally well, hitting 
18.55 million tonnes for the 
month.

This strong monthly per-
formance capped off a high-
ly successful first quarter for 
the 2026–27 financial year. 
Cumulative coal production 
for the April-to-June quarter 
grew by 5.35 percent year-
on-year, while total dis-
patches saw a steady 1.70 
percent increase. Govern-
ment officials attributed this 
consistent progress to effec-
tive policy reforms, simpli-
fied regulations, and better 
everyday mine operations.

Crucially, three brand-new 
coal mines - Urtan, Dhirauli, 
and Bikram, officially began 
production during this quar-
ter. Together, these new fa-
cilities add a substantial 
combined peak capacity of 
7.51 million tonnes per year 
to the nation’s energy grid.

The launch of the Urtan 
mine is a major victory, as it 
produces premium coking 
coal, a vital raw material re-
quired for manufacturing 
steel. By generating more 
coking coal locally, the gov-
ernment expects to signifi-
cantly reduce the steel in-
dustry’s heavy reliance on 
expensive foreign imports. 
Officials emphasized that 
opening these new mines 
will greatly secure India’s 
energy independence and 
power its rapid industrial 
growth.

The Assam government has relaxed strict rules on land and funds to 
attract private investments in higher education.

Assam easing rules to attract 
private universities

GUWAHATI

The Assam government has 
approved major reforms to 
encourage private companies 
and institutions to invest in 
higher education by relaxing 
strict state rules.

Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma announced that 
the state cabinet introduced 
policy changes designed to 
make setting up private uni-
versities much easier. Taking 
to media platforms, Sarma 
explained that the state wants 
to unlock its full potential by 
expanding access to top-tier 
learning through partnerships 
with credible private part-
ners.

To achieve this, the gov-
ernment has reduced the min-
imum amount of land re-
quired to build a campus. 
Officials also lowered the 
mandatory upfront cash re-
serve, known as an endow-
ment fund that founders must 
provide. Finally, the state 
simplified the official paper-
work to cut through bureau-
cratic red tape for potential 
investors.

Local officials believe 
these changes will create a 
much stronger educational 
network, giving students ex-
cellent academic choices 
right at home. Historically, 
many young people have left 
Assam to find better col-

leges. Experts argue that 
bringing in private competi-
tion will stop this student 
drain, spark fresh innovation, 
and help build a highly 
skilled workforce for the lo-
cal economy.

This new policy comple-
ments Assam’s recent push to 
build public medical and en-
gineering colleges. By invit-
ing private players to join 
public efforts, the state aligns 
with the National Education 
Policy, which focuses on bet-
ter research and modern cor-
porate training. Ultimately, 
Assam aims to transform into 
a major knowledge hub that 
attracts long-term business 
investments.

Adani Electricity promotes  
compliance and consumer safety

MUMBAI

Adani Electricity successfully 
concluded its National Elec-
trical Safety Week, organizing 
educational workshops across 
its supply areas to protect lo-
cal homes and workplaces.

The week-long safety cam-
paign, which ran from June 
26 to July 2, focused on the 
core theme of competency, 
compliance, and caution. 
Through various interactive 
programs, the utility provider 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
maintaining a highly skilled 
workforce and encouraging 
vigilant safety practices 
among its employees and con-
sumers.

This educational initiative 
follows massive technical up-
grades by the company to 
safeguard its 3.15 million 
Mumbai customers from se-
vere monsoon disruptions. 
Adani Electricity has official-
ly activated its Central Disas-
ter Control Centre, a high-
tech hub operating round-the-

clock to manage severe 
weather emergencies. The 
center utilizes advanced satel-
lite and wireless communica-
tion tools, including walk-
ie-talkies, to maintain uninter-
rupted contact between disas-
ter teams and city authorities.

To ensure swift field re-
sponses, the company has 
strategically deployed seven 
Quick Response Teams 
across its vast distribution 
network. These teams are ful-

ly equipped with specialized 
recovery and restoration 
plans tailored for heavy rain 
hazards. Additionally, the 
company has integrated 98 
advanced water level sensors 
into its digital management 
system at critical, flood-
prone locations. This smart 
setup allows engineers to 
monitor rising waters in re-
al-time and safely cut off 
power before flooding causes 
electrical accidents.

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Piyush Goy-
al stated that financial in-
vestments have become the 
primary driving force behind 
the rapidly growing partner-
ship between India and  
Japan. 

Speaking at a strategic fo-
rum, the Commerce and In-
dustry Minister explained 
that the economic bond be-
tween the two nations is set 
to strengthen significantly. 
His comments coincide with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi arriving in 
New Delhi for high-level an-
nual summit talks. Goyal 
highlighted Maruti Suzuki 
as a prime example of this 
success. Entering India forty 
years ago, the joint venture 
introduced affordable, mod-
ern technology that trans-
formed India into a global 
automotive hub. He noted 
that the partnership remains 
highly active, with Maruti 
Suzuki accounting for nearly 
1.5 lakh of the passenger ve-
hicles sold in India this past 
May. 

The minister described the 
trade relationship as bal-
anced and advanced. While 
India imports cutting-edge 
Japanese technology, it ex-
ports high-value, preci-
sion-engineered electronic 
and auto components rather 
than simple raw materials. 
Beyond manufacturing, Ja-
pan helped build India’s first 
dedicated freight corridor in 
Odisha to assist with iron 
ore transport. 

Looking ahead, Goyal dis-
cussed the flagship Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train 
project. He blamed the pre-
vious state government in 
Maharashtra for causing de-
lays through political land 
disputes but assured that un-
der current leadership, the 
high-speed rail line is firmly 
on track for its 2029 dead-
line. Additionally, he em-
phasized that learning the 
Japanese language can open 
major  career  doors  for 
skilled Indian healthcare 
professionals and caregivers 
looking to work in Japan’s 
expanding elder ly  care  
market. 

Piyush Goyal highlights 
strengthening India-
Japan economic ties

India outlines path for 
global AYUSH leadership

NEW DELHI

Government officials and 
industry leaders met to cre-
ate a clear path for strength-
ening India’s global leader-
ship in traditional medicine, 
focusing on innovation, 
quality, and exports.

The special session was 
organized by the Ministry of 
AYUSH and the AYUSH 
Export Promotion Council. 
Top experts discussed how 
to use India’s Free Trade 
Agreements to build interna-
tional trust, expand medical 
tourism, and solve complex 
global regulatory challenges. 
The main goal is to promote 
s t anda rd  sy s t ems  l i ke 
Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Sid-
dha ,  and  Homeopa thy 
worldwide.

Commerce  Sec re t a ry 
Rajesh Agrawal explained 
that the government does not 
just want to increase export 
numbers. Instead, India aims 
to build highly competitive, 
world-class  brands.  He 
called AYUSH a rapidly 
growing sector and urged 
local businesses to focus on 

premium packaging, high 
quality, and scientific proof 
to attract modern interna-
tional shoppers.

To help achieve this , 
AYUSH Secretary Vaidya 
Rajesh Kotecha emphasized 
the need to speed up safety 
initiatives like the Ayush 
Mark and Ayurveda Aahar. 
These programs ensure strict 
quality control and bring In-
dian manufacturing up to 
global standards. Officials 
are actively working to 
match international bench-
marks, making it much easi-
er for foreign countries to 
accept these traditional 
products.

The session wrapped up 
with an open discussion fea-
turing major exporters, small 
businesses, and young start-
ups. Council Chairman Dr. 
Anurag Sharma concluded 
that India is perfectly posi-
tioned to become the world’s 
trusted hub for holistic 
healthcare. He urged closer 
teamwork between scientists 
and manufacturers to drive 
innovation and secure In-
dia’s spot at the top.
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Rumors swirl around 'Jana 
Nayagan' final launch
Jana Nayagan has easily become one of the most de-

layed star-studded films in recent memory. Original-
ly planned for a major festive release in January 

2026, Thalapathy Vijay’s highly anticipated 
final movie has faced multiple post-
ponements. To the disappointment 
of countless fans, the creators 
have still not locked in an offi-
cial arrival date. 

This prolonged delay has 
naturally triggered endless 
rumors across social media. 
The internet is flooded with 
fresh theories regarding the 
movie's launch. Some online 
reports claim the film received 
an 'A' certificate from the censor 
board and is aiming for a mid-July 
release. Meanwhile, other insiders sug-
gest August 7, 2026, is a better target because most Fri-
day slots this summer are fully booked. 

However, there is absolutely no official word from the 
team to support either of these claims. Similar rumors 
previously hinted at a June release, which eventually 

turned out to be completely false. With the gossip mill 
refusing to slow down, KVN Productions must step 
forward with a clear announcement to end this 
agonizing guessing game.

Directed by the acclaimed H. Vi-
noth, Jana Nayagan boasts a 

massive ensemble cast. The 
political action thriller fea-
tures top stars including 
Pooja Hegde, Bobby 
Deol, and Mamitha 
Baiju. Industry 
veterans Gautham 
Vasudev Menon, 

Prakash Raj, Narain, 
and Priyamani also play 

pivotal roles. Adding to the 
massive hype, the high-energy 
music for this grand cinemat-
ic project is composed by 
Anirudh Ravichander. Fans 
now wait eagerly for the fi-
nal curtain call of their fa-
vorite star.

Uncertainty 
continues 

as Jana Nayagan 
release rumours 
intensify, leaving 
Vijay fans eagerly 
awaiting official 

confirmation.

Engineer turned filmmaker tackles 
Karnataka's poor road infrastructure
An automobile en-

gineer is turning 
fi lmmaker to 

tackle India’s crumbling in-
frastructure. 

Nehesh Poll, working 
under Radical Concepts 

Studio, is writing and 
directing his third 

film to inspire 
r e a l - w o r l d 

change.
To kick 

off promo-
tions, Poll 
showcased 

a  u n i q u e 
road model at 

the S.E.A. Col-
lege of Engineer-

ing. 
College officials 

quickly pledged 
their full support to 
his vision.

Poll, who also 
stars as an engi-
neering student, 
explained that the 

plot centers around a high-
stakes engineering competi-
tion. 

He noted that Karnataka 
suffers from India’s highest 
road tax, yet citizens still face 
terrible driving conditions de-
spite paying hefty tolls.

The movie proposes a bold 
climax where talented engi-

neers design superior roads 
independently to save public 
money. 

Poll believes reel-life ideas 
can become reality. 

By launching this cinematic 
contest, he hopes to unite 
bright minds, fix broken 
streets, and drive society to-
ward a brighter, fairer future.

Chiranjeevi’s 'Vishwambhara' 
sets October 2026 release 

The long wait is finally over for 
movie lovers. Megastar Chiran-

jeevi’s highly anticipated film, Vish-
wambhara, has officially locked in its 
theatrical release date. This exciting 
news puts an end to months of end-
less rumors and anticipation among 
eager fans.

The mega socio-fantasy adventure 
is scheduled to hit the big screens on 
October 16, 2026. This perfect timing 
aims to capitalize on the massive 
Dussehra holiday crowd. By choos-
ing this festive window, the filmmak-
ers are showing immense confidence 
in their project, even with heavy 
competition looming ahead.

In a thrilling twist for Indian cine-
ma, Vishwambhara is headed for a 
massive box office showdown. It will 
clash directly with Superstar Ra-
jinikanth’s highly awaited action 
flick, Jailer 2, which is rumored to 
release just one day earlier on Octo-
ber 15, 2026. 

This rare, legendary face-off be-
tween two of the biggest icons in In-
dian cinema is already sparking in-
tense excitement online. Both 
high-budget movies are aiming to 
dominate the lucrative holiday box 

office. Directed by the talented Vas-
sishta, Vishwambhara features Trisha 
Krishnan in the female lead role, 
while Bollywood actor Kunal Kapoor 
steps in as the main villain. 
The star-studded sup-
porting cast in-
cludes popular 
names like Aa-
shika Ranga-
n a t h  a n d 
Ramya Pa-
supuleti.

Backed 
by  t he 
prominent 
banner UV 
Creations, the 
grand cinemat-
ic spectacle features 
a musical score com-
posed by Oscar-winner 
M. M. Keeravaani. 
With two cinematic 
giants ready to battle 
it out, moviegoers are 
in for an unforgetta-
ble festive treat 
this autumn.

'JAILER 2' CAST PACKS MULTI-
INDUSTRY STAR POWER

Superstar Rajinikanth is returning 
to the big screen with Jailer 2, 

directed by Nelson Dilipkumar. The 
highly anticipated sequel is back in 
the news as the creators prepare to 
share its official release date.

Sun Pictures announced that they 
will reveal the movie's launch date 
soon. This sudden update has 
sparked massive excitement among 
loyal fans who have been waiting 
for this news for a very long 
time.

Industry rumors hint that Jail-
er 2 might hit theaters during 

the upcoming Vinayaka 
Chavithi festival. 

Movie lovers 
wi l l  f ind 
out if these 
rumors are 

true later this 
evening when the pro-
duction team drops the 
official announcement.

Besides Rajinikanth, 
the film boasts a mas-
sive star-studded cast. 
It includes legendary 
big names like Shi-

va Rajkumar, Mohanlal, S. J. 
Suryah, and Bollywood star 
Hrithik Roshan. Talented actors 
Ramya Krishnan, Mirnaa Me-
non, and popular comedian Yogi 
Babu will also play important 
roles in this grand action-packed 
sequel.

Produced under the popu-
lar banner of Sun Pic-
tures, the film promises 
to be a musical treat as 
well. The energetic An-
irudh Ravichander is 
c o m p o s i n g  t h e 
soundtrack, adding 
more hype to the proj-
ect.

With the big an-
nouncement just hours 
away, excitement is 
reaching a fever pitch 
across the country. 
Fans are counting 
down the minutes to 
see when their favorite 
star will storm back 
into theaters. This highly 
anticipated movie is shap-

ing up to be one of the ab-
solute biggest cinematic 
events of this entire year.

Arden Cho 
marries Surgeon 

in dreamy 
Florence

Hollywood actor Arden Cho 
has officially tied the knot 

with orthopedic surgeon Chris-
topher Lee. The KPop Demon 
Hunters star celebrated her 
wedding over a gorgeous, 

multi-day event in Flor-
ence, Italy, surrounded by 
close family and friends.

The couple's modern 
romance began on a dat-
ing app several years ago, 

leading to a romantic proposal 
in Maui last year. Choosing It-
aly for their destination wed-
ding was a natural choice for 
the pair, who wanted their 
guests to enjoy a relaxing vaca-
tion filled with rich culture and 
delicious food. Honoring her 
Korean heritage, Cho incorpo-
rated beautiful cultural tradi-
tions into the weekend. For 
the welcome party, the couple 
wore modern, custom-designed 
Korean hanboks. Cho wore a 
vibrant orange hanbok symbol-
izing joy, later changing into 
traditional red and green attire 
for the intimate pyebaek family 
ceremony.

Taylor Swift, Travis Kelce 
set for big wedding

Pop sensation Taylor Swift 
and football star Travis 

Kelce are preparing for what 
is tracking to be America’s 
biggest event of the year. Ex-
citement is reaching a fever 
pitch outside Manhattan's 
iconic Madison Square Gar-
den, where workers are rapid-
ly setting up for a massive 
two-day wedding celebration 
kicking off with a rehearsal 
dinner. 

The couple is reportedly 
turning the massive sports 
arena into a literal fairytale. 
Crews were spotted unloading 
large scenic pieces labeled 
"Garden Party" to build a cas-
tle-like structure inside the 
venue. According to luxury 
wedding  p lanners ,  the 
multi-million dollar produc-
tion is expected to cost the 
couple anywhere between $15 
million and $20 million. 

Privacy is a top priority for 
the high-profile duo. Guests 
must sign electronic non-dis-
closure agreements to prevent 

any leaks. Additionally, every 
invitation has been uniquely 
watermarked with the invi-
tee's name, allowing the cou-
ple's security team to easily 
trace the source of any online 
photo leaks. 

Rumors spiked online after 
National Guard personnel 
were spotted near the arena, 
but officials clarified their 
presence is routine and unre-
lated to the nuptials. Still, the 
NYPD will provide extra se-
curity around the venue to 
manage crowds and street clo-
sures. 

The exclusive 1,000-person 
guest list will feature a 
star-studded crowd, including 
Swift’s close friend Selena 
Gomez and music producer 
Jack Antonoff. Legendary 
musicians Stevie Nicks and 
Tim McGraw are also ru-
mored to perform. With a 
strict black-tie dress code, this 
historic celebrity union prom-
ises a magical, unforgettable 
weekend.

Akhil Akkineni ready for July 10th 'Lenin' release
Popular Telugu actor 

Akhil Akkineni is pre-
paring for the highly antic-
ipated theatrical release of 
his upcoming movie, Le-
nin, next week. During 
recent promotional inter-
views, the young actor fi-
nally addressed his long 
absence from the big 
screen. He shocked his 
dedicated fan base by re-
vealing a severe, hidden 
health crisis. 

Akkineni admitted that 
while half of the career de-
lay was his own choice, 
the other half was com-
pletely out of his control. 
He suffered a major freak 
accident in his home just 

four months after his pre-
vious movie, Agent, was 
released. The actor acci-
dentally slipped on a wet 
bathroom floor and fell 
directly onto a sharp piece 
of glass.

The severe fall cut deep-
ly through a vital vein and 
nerve in his left hand. The 
terrifying domestic acci-
dent completely shook the 
actor, requiring him to un-
dergo two separate com-
plex surgeries. The medi-
cal crisis required a gruel-
ing 16-month recovery 
period just to heal fully.

Because of the delicate 
nerve damage, Akkineni 
was strictly forbidden 

from lifting any weights or 
doing heavy exercise for 
nearly eight months. It 
took almost a year and a 
half of intensive physical 
therapy before he could 
safely return to the gym 
and resume his intense 
physical training.

This unexpected revela-
tion deeply shocked his 
fans. Many social media 
users had previously criti-
cized the star for taking 
such a long break without 
knowing about his painful 
medical battle. Now fully 
recovered and in peak 
shape, Akkineni is ready 
to make a grand comeback 
with Lenin on July 10.

Ali Fazal shares candid note on personal life
Popular actor Ali Fazal re-

cently shared a deeply 
candid note, describing him-
self as "imperfect" while 
opening up about his career. 
The Fukrey star offered fans a 
rare glimpse into his personal 
struggles, admitting how dif-
ficult it can be to balance a 
demanding film schedule with 
maintaining a healthy social 
life.

Fazal revealed that his deep 
immersion in cinema and var-
ious creative pursuits often 
causes him to lose track of 
time. As a result, he frequent-
ly misses important social 
gatherings, family birthdays, 
and event invitations. He also 
confessed that he is naturally 

not very expressive when it 
comes to showing love to the 
people closest to him in his 
personal life.

However, the actor empha-
sized that he always finds his 
own quiet, subtle ways to 
make his loved ones feel truly 
seen, valued, and protected. 
Reflecting on his emotional 
tendencies, Fazal described 
himself as a strong person 
who is always ready to show 
up and listen to others when it 
truly matters.

The actor also looked back 
on his recent journey filming 
the hit crime thriller Raakh, 
calling the project a deeply 
meaningful and eye-opening 
experience.

Aayush Sharma reshoots 'Kashi' in Varanasi
The historic city of Varana-

si recently transformed 
into a bustling movie set for 
the reshoot of Aayush Shar-
ma’s upcoming film, tenta-
tively titled Kashi. Co-star-
ring actress Amrin Qureshi, 
the project brought high ener-
gy to the scenic locations de-
spite the intense summer 
weather gripping the region.

Beating the sultry climate, 
the lead actors performed an 
upbeat, energetic dance num-
ber choreographed right on 
the city's famous riverfront. A 
massive crowd of local on-
lookers gathered at the histor-
ic Chet Singh Ghat to watch 
the lively sequence unfold. 
Showing his appreciation for 

the crowd, the Loveyatri actor 
happily paused to take selfies 
with eager fans during pro-
duction breaks.

The intensive shooting 
schedule later moved directly 
onto the waters of the River 
Ganga. Sharma was spotted 
filming several dramatic scenes 
on a wooden boat while com-
pletely dressed in the tradition-
al attire of a sadhu. Later, 
during an evening shoot at 
Nandeshwar Ghat, production 
crews recreated a beautiful, 
glowing Ganga Aarti ceremony 
where the actor participated as 
part of the storyline. Acclaimed 
veteran actor Makrand Desh-
pande was also spotted on set, 
playing the role of a holy man.

'Balan: The Boy' 
earns Mani 

Ratnam's praise
Balan: The Boy has offi-

cially cemented its status 
as one of the most loved mov-
ies of the year. The gripping 
South Indian drama, directed 
by Chidambaram, continues 
to earn widespread goodwill 
for its emotional narration and 
sensitive representation of hu-
man identity. 

Now, iconic filmmaker 
Mani Ratnam has joined the 
growing list of the movie's 
prominent admirers.

The legendary director at-
tended a special screening of 
the film and warmly praised 
the project. Ratnam highly 
commended the brilliant writ-
ing and the powerful perfor-
mances delivered by the main 
cast. The production team 
stated that receiving such high 
praise from one of Indian cin-
ema’s most respected story-
tellers serves as a massive 
milestone for their project.

Before Ratnam's endorse-
ment, the film had already 
won the passionate support of 
several major industry stars. 
Popular actress Jyotika de-
scribed the movie as an abso-
lute "masterpiece," specifical-
ly praising the unpredictable 
screenplay written by Jithu 
Madhavan. 

Actor Suriya also showered 
immense praise on the proj-
ect, calling it yet another cin-
ematic gem to emerge from 
the talented Malayalam film 
industry.


