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Siddaramaiah slams
Centre for ‘dismantling’

MGNREGA

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah launched a strong at-
tack on the Modi-led BJP
government at the Centre,
alleging that it has under-
mined village-level gover-
nance and damaged the ru-
ral economy by diluting the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGA).
Addressing a press confer-
ence at Home Office Krish-
na, he said the Centre had
replaced the existing frame-
work with a new law with-
out consulting states, calling
it a “dictatorial approach”.
He recalled that the UPA
government under former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh had empowered citi-
zens through landmark
legislations such as the ¢
Right to Employment,
Right to Information
and Right to Education.
However, the new
law, introduced in
Parliament on
December 17 \

and passed the next day with
minimal discussion, has tak-
en away crucial safeguards,
he said. Across India, 12.16
crore people depend on
NREGA, including 6.21
crore women. Karnataka
alone has 71.18 lakh regis-
tered workers, more than
half of them women.
Siddaramaiah said the ear-
lier Act guaranteed local
wage employment, strength-
ened village economies and
legally assured 100 days of
work, which have now been
removed. He criticised the
Centre for burdening states
by changing the funding pat-
tern to a 60:40 ratio and re-
stricting employment to
only government-notified
areas. The denial of work
during peak agricultural sea-
sons, removal of infla-

sion and weakening of
.| gram panchayat pow-
ers would destroy ru-
ral livelihoods and
push people into
distress, he
warned.

) s\ tion-linked wage revi-

CM Siddaramaiah cites data

India MGNREGA Workforce

= Total Workers: 12.16 crore

= Women Beneficiaries: 6.21 crore

Karnataka MGNREGA
Workforce

Total Workers: 71.18 lakh

m SC Beneficiaries: 17%
m ST Beneficiaries: 11%

Women Workers: 36.75 lakh
Women Participation: 51.6%

R. Ashoka slams Cong over
Kogilu housing allocation

BENGALURU

Leader of Opposition R
Ashoka launched a sharp at-
tack on the Congress gov-
ernment, alleging that it is
prioritising “Bangladeshi
residents” over Kannadigas
in the allocation of houses
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Housing Corporation.
After meeting offi-
cials, he said
around 65,000 state
residents have ap-
plied for housing,
yet the government

is allegedly bypass-

ing them to favour
occupants evict- R/
ed from Kogi- / y
lu Cross. [

A shoka

claimed many
deserving ben-
eficiaries, in-
cluding elder-
ly applicants,
are still wait-
ing despite
paying full
amounts, with several proj-
ects lacking basic facilities
like water and electricity.
He accused the govern-
ment of bending rules exclu-
sively for Kogilu Cross and

Thousands of Kannadigas have
applied and are waiting for
houses. However, the Congress
government is giving houses to
Bangladeshi residents at
Kogilu Cross. We will protest
against this on January 5.

—R. Ashoka, BJP Leader

questioned the legitimacy of
beneficiaries, insisting hous-
ing must follow proper veri-
fication, MLA committee
scrutiny and eligibility
checks. He demanded man-
datory genealogy verifica-
tion to ensure only genuine
citizens receive houses.
Ashoka also alleged the
presence of Aadhaar rackets
and politically motivated
settlement of outsiders
for vote-bank gains.
, Citing flood victims
v and long-pending hous-
© ing demands across
Karnataka, he said
Kannadigas were
being neglect-
ed. He fur-
ther criticised
the Congress
government
over alleged
deterioration
of law and
order, harass-
ment of offi-
cials, and in-
cidents lead-
ing to police suicides. Asho-
ka announced statewide
protests on January 5 and
said the party would pursue
legal and legislative action
against the decision.

EU Chief Kallas
accused of
pushing war
agenda
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US strikes Venezuela, Maduro
and wife flown out of country

Venezuelan Vice President Delcy Rodriguez is in Russia, according to the reports, after

CARACAS

The United States launched a
major overnight strike on
Venezuela early Saturday and
claimed to have captured
President Nicolas Maduro,
flying him out of the country,
to New York, US after
months of escalating pressure
on his government. President
Donald Trump announced the
dramatic operation on social
media, though questions re-
mained over the legal author-
ity and whether Congress
was consulted. The unprece-
dented move, reminiscent of
the 1990 U.S. capture of Pan-
ama’s Manuel Noriega, trig-
gered shockwaves globally.
Russia condemned the ac-
tion as an “armed act of ag-
gression,” insisting Venezue-
la must be free to decide its
future without foreign inter-
vention. The European Union
called for calm, urging re-
spect for international law

Left parties in India strongly condemned the United States’
“imperialistic” military strike on Venezuela, demanding an im-
mediate halt to aggression and withdrawal of troops. CPI(M),

CPI(ML) Liberation, and CPI accused the US of regime-change
tactics, violating international law, threatening sovereignty,
and seeking control of Venezuela’s oil. They urged UN action,
global pressure, and solidarity with the Venezuelan people.

while reiterating that it does
not recognise Maduro’s legit-
imacy and supports a peace-
ful transition.

Explosions and low-flying

aircraft rattled Caracas during
the brief but intense strike,
which the Venezuelan govern-
ment labelled an “imperialist
attack.” Vice President Delcy

President Donald Trump said President Nicolas Maduro had been captured by U.S.

REACTIONS BEING TO EMERGE

m Prime Minister Keir Starmer says the UK was not “in-
volved in any way” in the US operation in Venezuela.

m China tells citizens in Venezuela to ‘avoid going out’

m President of Colombia Gutavo Petro says troops are
being deployed to the Venezuela border

m Brazil says U.S. crossed ‘unacceptable line’ over mili-

tary strikes on Venezuela

m Venezuela accuses U.S. of bombing residential areas

The United States of America has
successfully carried out a large
scale strike against Venezuela
and its leader, President Nicolas
Maduro, who has been, along
with his wife, captured and flown
out of the country.

—Donald Trump, U.S. President

Rodriguez said Maduro’s loca-
tion was unknown and de-
manded proof he was alive.
U.S. Attorney General Pam
Bondi said Maduro and his

wife, Cilia Flores, would face
criminal charges in American
courts. Trump said Maduro is
in New York, where he will
face drugs and weapons
charges in Manhattan federal
court. Venezuelan authorities
urged citizens to take to the
streets, and armed civilian
groups rallied in parts of Cara-
cas. Meanwhile, uncertainty
gripped the capital, with re-
ports of casualties and power
outages as investigations and
global reactions continued.

Congress announces MGNREGA protests from January 10

NEW DELHI

Congress on Saturday
launched a sharp attack on the
Modi government, accusing it
of pushing the country towards
“Vinash Bharat” instead of
“Viksit Bharat”, and an-
nounced a 45-day nationwide
agitation titled ‘MGNREGA
Bachao Sangram’ beginning
January 10. The party said the
campaign will demand resto-

ration of the original UPA-era
MGNREGA framework and
reversal of changes brought in

Congress accused the
Modi government of
steering India toward
‘Vinash Bharat’ and
announced a 45-day
‘MGNREGA Bachao
Sangram’ demanding
restoration of protections

through the VB-GRAM G Act.
According to Congress, the
Centre has dismantled the

“rights-based, demand-driven”
nature of the rural employment
scheme and converted it into a
“supply-driven” programme
that also forces states to bear
40 per cent of the financial
burden. The party said it will
consult Opposition-ruled states
and explore every possible op-
tion, including halting imple-
mentation of the revised provi-
sions.

Congress president Mallikar-

jun Kharge said the party is
“clearly and unequivocally”
demanding withdrawal VB
GRAM G Act, restore MGN-
REGA and restore the right to
work and panchayats' authority.

“Attacking MGNREGA is
attacking crores of workers
and their Constitutional
Rights. We will resist, peace-
fully and firmly, from every
Panchayat to Parliament,” he
said on ‘X’.

Pakistan backs China’s claim of
playing a role in Operation Sindoor

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has backed China's
claim that Beijing played a
role in defusing tension with
India during Operation Sin-
door, calling it “diplomacy for
peace” that was part of inter-
national efforts.

Foreign Office spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi said that
the leadership of China was in
constant touch with the lead-
ership of Pakistan, and “had
made certain contacts with the
Indian leadership as well in
those three-four days from
May 6 to 10th and maybe pri-
or to that and after that.”

“So, I think those contacts,
characterised by a very posi-
tive diplomatic exchange, con-
tributed in bringing down tem-
peratures and bringing peace
and security in the region. So,
I'm sure that the Chinese char-
acterisation of mediation is

correct,” he said on Thursday
while replying to a question
about Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi's claim that In-
dia-Pak tensions were among
the list of hotspot issues “me-
diated” by China in 2025.

India has maintained that
the conflict with Pakistan in
May last year was resolved
through direct talks between
the Director Generals of Mil-
itary Operations (DGMOs) of
both countries' armies.

India has also been consis-

tently maintaining that there
is no place for any third-party
intervention in matters relat-
ing to India and Pakistan.

Andrabi described China's
claim of mediation as "diplo-
macy for peace".

“It was diplomacy for pros-
perity, for security, and this
has been a hallmark of a num-
ber of international efforts
that went into resolving that
conflict in those three to four
fateful days,” he added.

© More on page 8
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India unveils Piprahwa Buddha gems after century abroad

NEW DELHI

Sacred ancient gems associat-
ed with Lord Buddha were
unveiled in Delhi on Satur-
day, marking their first public
display since being taken
during the colonial era. The
Piprahwa gems — over 300
precious stones and orna-
ments believed to have been
buried alongside Buddha’s
relics at a stupa site in north-
ern India — were formally
showcased at an exhibition in
New Delhi.

The Ministry of Culture de-
scribed the occasion as a his-

toric reunion, noting that the
relics have returned to India
after 127 years. The gems,
first excavated by British en-

gineer William Claxton Peppe
in 1898, had been dispersed
worldwide over time. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-

‘Shared heritage of humanity’

The gems, believed to date back to around 200 BC, were
unearthed in 1898 by British colonial engineer William
Claxton Peppe in Piprahwa, in Uttar Pradesh state.
Indian authorities said an inscription on one of the caskets
unearthed with the treasure confirmed the contents --
which include bone fragments -- as “relics of the Buddha”.

gurated the exhibition, calling
it an emotional and culturally
significant moment, saying
the relics represent India’s ci-
vilisational heritage rather
than mere historical artefacts.
Believed to date back to
around 200 BC, the gems in-

clude caskets bearing inscrip-
tions identifying them as Bud-
dha’s relics. Many were ini-
tially taken by colonial au-
thorities, while others re-
mained with the Peppe fami-
ly, who attempted to auction
them in Hong Kong in 2025.

SC to deliver verdict on Jan
5 in Umar Khalid bail case

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court will pro-
nounce its judgment on Janu-
ary 5 on the bail pleas filed by
former JNU students and ac-
tivists Umar Khalid and Shar-
jeel Imam, along with other
accused in the 2020 Delhi ri-
ots larger conspiracy case. A
bench of Justices Aravind Ku-
mar and N V Anjaria will de-
liver the verdict, which was
reserved on December 10.
The accused have been in
custody for over five years
under provisions of the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act. While Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and
Additional Solicitor General
S V Raju opposed the bail on

ey .
|

behalf of Delhi Police, stat-
ing the riots were a pre-
planned attack on national
sovereignty, senior advocates
representing the accused ar-
gued that their speeches
could, at most, amount to
“unlawful activities.”

The petitions challenge the
Delhi High Court’s Septem-
ber 2, 2025 order denying
bail. The February 2020 riots
claimed 53 lives and injured
over 700 people.

QUICK READ

14 Maoists killed
intwo encounters

RAIPUR

Fourteen CPI (Maoist)
cadres were killed in sep-
arate encounters with se-
curity forces in Chhattis-
garh’s Sukma and Bijapur
districts, marking the first
major anti-Maoist action
of 2026. Acting on intelli-
gence inputs, District Re-
serve Guard teams
launched operations in
the Basaguda—Tarrem re-
gion of Bijapur and the
Konta—Kistaram forests
of Sukma, triggering pro-
longed exchanges of fire.
Police officials said 12
Maoists were found dead
in Sukma and two in Bi-
japur, and several weap-
ons, including assault ri-

fles, were seized.

KKR release Mustafizur
Rahman from IPL 2026

KOLKATA
Kolkata Knight Riders
have released Bangla-
desh pacer Mustafizur
Rahman from their IPL
2026 squad following in-
structions from the BCCI,
which cited “recent de-
velopments” as the rea-
son. The franchise con-
firmed the decision was
taken after consultations
with the board, which has
also allowed KKR to seek
areplacement in line with
IPL rules. BCCl secretary
Devajit Saikia said the
move followed a review
of the prevailing situation.
The decision comes amid
political controversy over
Rahman’s inclusion.

© More on page 10
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AIKKMS hold stir in Mysuru against

MYSURU

Members of All India Kisan
Kheth Mazdoor Sanghatan
staged a dharna at Ra-
maswamy Circle in Mysuru on
Saturday condemning the po-
lice brutality and use of exces-
sive force against the protest-
ers who had planned to hold a
sit-in protest in front of the
house of District In-charge
Minister M.B. Patil on 01-01-
26 to press for the establish-
ment of a medical college.
They said instead of resolv-
ing the issue through talks,
and instead arresting them
and filing cases of attempted
murder and death threats. This
is a desperate move by the
government to suppress a just
struggle. It is a well-known
fact that for the past 106 days,
the people have been peace-
fully protesting against the
establishment of a medical
college in the anti-people PPP
(Public-Private Partnership)

model and demanding the es-
tablishment of a government
medical college.

In this context, a sit-in pro-
test was organized in front of
the house of District In-charge
Minister M.B. Patil on Thurs-
day to put effective pressure
on the government. The police
have behaved very inhumanly
with the protesters and the ac-
tivists and women who partic-

T AT LA AT

ipated in this protest.

The government's crack-
down on the ongoing public
movement for public health
services is a very despicable
and bureaucratic move. The
aim of these arrests is to ter-
rorize the people and prevent
the struggle from spreading
further. Comedian Bhagwan
Reddy has been at the fore-
front of many popular strug-

—

=

gles across Karnataka, includ-
ing Vijayapura district, and
has always fought against
privatization and for the pub-
lic interest. The arrest of such
leaders has exposed the an-
ti-people and pro-corporate
attitude of the government,
they added.

AIKKMS strongly con-
demns this repressive action
and demands the immediate

arrest of protestersm Vijayapura

and unconditional release of
arrested intellectuals includ-
ing Bhagwan Reddy and sev-
eral women activists and the
withdrawal of all cases
against the protesters. It
should immediately announce
the establishment of a govern-
ment medical college in Vi-
jayapura. They demand that
all proposals for the establish-
ment of a PPP-style medical
college be withdrawn. Other-
wise, they will intensify their
agitation.

AIKKMS State President
M. Shashidhar, Janandolana-
gal Maha Maithri State Lead-
er Ugra Narasimhe Gowda,
AIKKMS State Office Secre-
tary S.N. Swamy, AIKKMS
District President Basavaraju
H.M. AIKKMS District Vice
Presidents Kellahalli Raman-
na, Shivanna Nayaka, Ma-
hesh, Ravi, farmer women
Jayalakshmi, Sumathi, Naga-
ratna, Mangalamma etc. were
present.

Traditional Universities in ICU:
Govt Playing the Role of Silent Killer

MYSURU

Mahamaitri, an umbrella of
like-minded organisations
said that almost all the tradi-
tional varsities are in the sad
state of affairs and days are
not long for their closure.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here on Saturday, —
Ugra Narasimhe Gowda,
Abhiruchi Ganesh, Chan-
drashekar Meti, Sunil T.R
said that public universities in
Karnataka, once the backbone
of social justice and academic
excellence, are today on the
verge of collapse. Instead of
reviving them, the state gov-
ernment is pushing them
deeper into crisis through ne-
glect, misgovernance and pol-
icy paralysis, alleged repre-
sentatives of people’s move-
ments. Ironically, the Higher
Education Minister Dr M.C.
Sudhakar himself is a doctor,
but public universities are
being pushed into the ICU un-
der his watch. In the last two-
and-a-half years alone, four
Principal Secretaries have
been changed, crippling poli-
cy continuity. The current
Principal Secretary is bur-
dened with additional charge
of Infrastructure Develop-
ment, leaving higher educa-
tion unattended.

While elite private and for-
eign universities receive en-
couragement and red-carpet
treatment, government uni-
versities—where rural and
marginalised students study—
are being ignored. “There is
money for luxury offices of
the Higher Education Coun-
cil, but no funds to appoint
teachers. Are government

teachers untouchables?” the
speakers asked.

University of Mysore: From
Seat of Learning to Centre
of Suffering
They said the University of
Mysore, built by visionaries
like Kuvempu, is witnessing a
systematic erosion of academ-
ic life. The Vice-Chancellor, it
was alleged, has suppressed
teaching and research activi-
ties while senior professors
are sidelined and denied
teaching and PhD guidance.
Despite availability of quali-
fied professors on salary rolls,
guest lecturers are being ap-
pointed at huge cost. Mahara-
ja and Yuvaraja colleges are
running without permanent
faculty, and even guest lectur-
ers are appointed late, disrupt-
ing every semester. Financial
mismanagement has reached
such a level that pensions of
retired professors and staff
remain unpaid. Students are
repeatedly protesting against
poor food quality, lack of
cleanliness and inhuman hos-
tel conditions. Instead of ad-
dressing these issues, author-
itarian orders have been is-
sued to ban protests to “pro-
tect the university’s image.”
The speakers demanded a

high-level investigation com-
mittee under the Chief Secre-
tary, whose report should be
submitted to the Chief Minis-
ter and placed in the public
domain.

Mandya University:
A Living Example of
Institutional Decay
They noted that Mandya
University was cited as a text-
book example of corruption
and abuse of power. Neither the
Chancellor nor the Education
Minister has shown concern.
Despite rejecting NEP-
2020, the government has
failed to act on the State Edu-
cation Policy report submitted
by the Prof. Sukhdev Thorat
Committee months ago. “Will
this visionary report be dis-
cussed publicly or buried si-
lently?” they questioned.
Their Demands are Lo-
kayukta probe into corruption
of Vice-Chancellors; Public
Inquiry Commission headed
by a retired judge like Justice
Michael D. Cunha; Forensic
audit of university finances;
Closure of “white elephants”
like the State Higher Educa-
tion Council
Creation of a transparent
Higher Education Commis-
sion.

Eye and Health Check-up for Children
at D.B. Kuppe Ashram School

MYSURU

An eye and general health
check-up was conducted for
165 students of the D.B.
Kuppe Ashram School in H.D.
Kote taluk. The programme
was organised by the Karnata-
ka State Tribal Research Insti-
tute under the Department of
Social Welfare for Scheduled
Tribes, in association with the
Farooq Academy of Medical
Education Hospital.
Inaugurating the programme,
H.S. Giriyamba, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Karnataka State Trib-
al Research Institute, said this
was the first programme of the
year and that nine more eye
check-up camps would be or-
ganised in Ashram schools.
programmes would be taken up
to create awareness among stu-
dents about self-employment
opportunities. Activities such as
national integration camps, di-
visional integration pro-
grammes and celebration of
festivals of tribal communities
would also be organised. On
the day, screening tests, mental
health assessment, ECG, blood
pressure check, blood sugar test

and general health examina-
tions were conducted. Students
requiring advanced treatment
would be referred to Mysuru
for further medical care. If chil-
dren remain healthy, it would
help them in their education.
Along with good health, stu-
dents should excel in their stud-
ies, score good marks and se-
cure respectable positions in
government service.

J.R. Mahesh, Taluk Welfare
Officer of the Scheduled Tribes
Welfare Department, said steps
had been taken to appoint nurs-
es, wardens, staff and watch-
men in schools to ensure the
well-being of children. In the
coming days, quality education
on par with institutions like
Kittur Rani Chennamma and

Morarji Desai Residential
Schools would be provided in
Ashram schools as well. Every
year, 10 to 15 health check-up
camps are being conducted,
and students should make good
use of these facilities. Teachers
should identify health issues
among students and ensure
timely medical treatment, he
said. Those present at the pro-
gramme included Accounts
Officer B.R. Bhavya, Dr. Mo-
hankumar, Taluk Officer Naga-
raj, Dr. Ravikumar, Dr. Dinesh,
Dr. Ramakrishnaiah, Dr. Kalav-
athi, Rameshkumar, teacher
Suresh, doctors Dr. Keerthi P.
Murthy, Dr. Rajamani S., Dr.
Preetham, Dr. Chandan H.C.,
Dr. Nandini J.L., and coordina-
tor Nadeem.

Hoysala Karnataka Sangha
2026 Calendar released

MYSURU

The 2026 calendar of the
Hoysala Karnataka Sangha
was released here.

It was released by Saraswati
Bhairappa, wife of the Padma
Bhushan awardee, the late Dr.
S. L. Bhyrappa, who was also
a patron of the Sangha, in the
presence of the Sangha Presi-
dent K. R. Satyanarayana.
Speaking on the occasion,
Saraswati Bhairappa said that
although the calendar year, for
practical purposes, begins on
January 1 and this system is
followed across the world,
they must also teach our chil-
dren to observe and under-
stand their traditional panchan-
ga, which is based on seasons
and Indian customs.
Addressing the gathering, Sa-

tyanarayana said that this
year’s calendar is very colour-
ful and expressed his hope that
the lives of the Sangha’s mem-
bers too would be equally co-
lourful. He added that the
Hoysala Karnataka Sangha has
suffered a great loss due to the
passing away of Dr. S. L. Bhy-
rappa, but assured that a per-
manent scheme would be for-
mulated for the benefit of the
Sangha members in his name.
On the occasion, former pres-
ident P. V. Bharadwaj, secre-
tary N. S. Jayasimha, treasurer
Sundaramurthy, joint secretary
Vijay Kumar, executive com-
mittee members Ranganath,
Prashanth, Anupama, Srilaksh-
mi, and senior members Girija
Bharadwaj, Vijaya Prasad,
Nagesh, and Kashyap were
present.
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Youth Cong activists hold anti-drug
awareness campaign in Mysuru
MYSURU

An anti-drug awareness
campaign and Tanveer Sait
Cup leather-ball cricket
tournament were organised
at the Idgah Maidan in Ra-
jivnagar under the leader-
ship of Karnataka Pradesh
Youth Congress State Sec-
retary Abrar Ahmed.

The programme was
jointly organised by the
Karnataka Pradesh Youth
Congress and the Mysuru
District Youth Congress.

The cricket tournament,
which will be held over ten
days, will see participation
from more than 20 teams
representing various parts
of the state.

The inaugural event held
today was formally inaugu-
rated by NR Constituency
MLA Tanveer Sait. The
programme was attended
by City Congtress President
R. Murthy, Chamaraja
Constituency MLA K. Har-
ish Gowda, former MUDA
Chairman H.V. Rajeev,
Gnana Prakasha Swamiji

of Urilinga Peddimath, and
Shoukat Pasha as chief
guests.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Sait said that the
anti-drug awareness cam-
paign being conducted by
the Youth Congress is a
commendable initiative.
Creating awareness among
youth is essential to build a
drug-free India. Such sport-
ing events play an import-
ant role in spreading aware-
ness and urged every partic-
ipant in the tournament to
carry forward the message
of anti-drug awareness
wherever they go.

He also extended special
thanks to every Youth Con-
gress member involved in
organising the campaign
and to Abrar Ahmed for
spearheading the initiative.

Among those present at
the programme were Aziz
Seth, Block Congress Pres-
ident Syed Igbal, Congress
leaders Shehan Sha, Afroz
Khan, Deepak Shivanna,
Hemanth Kumar, and sev-
eral others.

The calendar of Mysuru and
Chamarajanagar Dists Police Co-
Operative Societies released

MYSURU

The New Year Calendar for
the year 2026 of the Mysore
and Chamarajanagar District
Police Cooperative Societies
was released by President of
the Association and the Super-
intendent of Police of Mysore
District, N Vishnuvardhana N.
Shekhar Police Inspector of
Mysore South Police Station,
Shekhar and M. C. Sridhar,
Assistant Administrative Offi-
cer of the Office of the Super—

intendent of Police of Mysore
District, Kalappa Nayak, Vice
President of the Association,
Bhairegowda C. B., Treasurer
of the Association and M. G.
Raghu, R. Dinesh, Chetan,
Marappa, Dadafir, Janardhan
Jetty, Directors of the Associ-
ation, Basappa S. Nandaku-
mar, Prasannanayaka, Dhana-
da Sheela N. Vidyarani K.N.
Sangha Advisor Basavegowda,
Sangha Chief Executive Offi-
cer S. and Sangha staff were
present

BJP remembers Sav1tr1bal Phule in Mysuru

MYSURU

In the birth anniversary of In-
dia's first woman teacher,
Savitribai Phule, the BJP
Chamaraja constituency's SC
Morcha paid tribute by laying
wreaths.

They said she was a great
thinker who fought tirelessly
for women's education, Dalit
rights and equality as a lead-
ing leader of social reform.
Along with Jyotiba Phule, she
started the first school for
girls in Pune in 1848. Despite

=—— pim

strong opposition to women's
education at that time, Savit-
ribai continued to light the
lamp of education despite fac-

ing insults and stone pelting.
She worked for widow remar-
riage, opposition to child mar-
riage and the abolition of un-

touchability. Savitribai Phule,
who was also a poet, is re-
membered as a famous work.
Chamaraja constituency BJP
SC Morcha General Secretary
K. Girish, City BJP ST Mor-
cha President M Ramakrishna,
Chamundeshwari constituency
Presidents Rakesh Bhat,
Krishnanayak, Shivu Patel,
S. Thyagaraj, D. Raghaven-
dra, Nandish Nayak, T. Ra-
jnayak, Uddoor Umesh, P.
Somanna, Rangesh, C.
Lokesh, Dandanayak and
other activists participated.

NeW team of offlce bearers
for Rotary Club of Mysore
Metro installed

MYSURU

The Rotary Club of Mysore
Metro announced the forma-
tion of its new office-bearers
for the Rotary year 202627
at a function held her recently.

(Sitting Left to Right) Ga-
nesh Vaitheeswaran - Editor,
Srinivasan D - Treasurer, Gan-
gesh - President Elect, Sa-
tyendra Kashyap - President,
Gopalakrishna M P - Immediate
Past President, Ravindra Babu

R - Hon Secretary, Mohan Gu-
rumurthy - Vice President.

(Standing fromLtoR)
Badrinarayan - Joint Secre-
tary, Umesh K - Club Service
director, Bharath Kumar -
Community service director,
Jeevaraj - Vocational service
director, Channakeshava - In-
ternational service director,
Sanjaya Kumar - Youth ser-
vice director and Srinivas M
N - Sergeant at Arms.

MP Yaduveer slams Congress Party
over fake ‘Vote Chori’ narrative

MYSURU

In administrative survey con-
ducted on the Lok Sabha
Elections 2024 has been de-
liberately misrepresented to
blunt its political impact.
When examined honestly, the
findings deliver an inconve-
nient truth for the Congress:
Indian voters exhibit high
trust in the electoral process
and in EVMs.

In a press release here, the
MP said first, the attempt to
delegitimise the survey’s pur-
pose is a convenient evasion.
This was an end-line Knowl-
edge, Attitude and Practice
(KAP) survey conducted un-
der the SVEEP framework -
precisely the instrument
meant to capture voter confi-
dence and perception after
polling. Trust in elections and
EVMs is not a peripheral
variable; it is foundational to
democratic legitimacy. The

{ Congress cannot claim to

speak for voters while reject-
ing direct evidence of voter
confidence simply because it
does not suit a political narra-
tive.

He said second, the timing
argument collapses under ba-
sic logic. The survey was con-
ducted immediately after poll-
ing, capturing voters’ lived
experience at the booth. If
“Vote Chori” were wide-
spread or systemic, distrust
would have surfaced during
or immediately after the elec-
tion - not months later
through post-facto allega-
tions. Pre-allegation data re-
flecting high public confi-
dence cannot be dismissed
without independently verifi-
able, large-scale counter-evi-
dence. Third, the sample-size
attack is intellectually dishon-
est. A stratified sample of
over 5,000 respondents is en-
tirely standard for statewide
governance and perception
studies.
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MYSURU

Mysore style painting is not
merely an art form—it is a
discipline rooted in mythol-
ogy, meditation, mineral sci-
ence, and centuries-old royal
patronage.

In this exclusive interview,
renowned Mysore traditional
painting artist Shashank Bha-
radwaj speaks to Shyam Sun-
dar Vattam of City Hilights
about his artistic journey,
techniques, philosophy, and
vision for the future.

Q: At what age did you
begin your artistic jour-
ney, and how do you de-
fine your art today?
Shashank Bharadwaj:

I actually started art at a
very young age, but at that
time I didn’t know it was
Mysore traditional painting.
I was practicing every-
thing—oil painting, water-
color, nature studies—just
exploring art in general. Lat-
er, when I became aware of
our regional traditional art
forms, I started researching
deeply. That is when I con-
sciously chose Mysore style
traditional art and began ded-
icating myself entirely to it.

Q: Did art run in your

Sfamily?

Shashank Bharadwaj:
Yes, very much. My grandfa-
ther and father were musi-
cians, but they were also
deeply involved in sculpture.
They were experts in sculpt-
ing and Shilpa Shastra. My
father was particularly
skilled in sandalwood carv-
ing and other craft works.
However, nobody in my
family practiced Mysore
painting specifically. Unfor-
tunately, my father passed
away when I was just five

years old. After that, whatev-
er I learned came purely
from self-effort, practice, re-
search, and guidance from
senior artists. Art being in
the genes definitely helped.

Q: What makes Mysore
traditional painting dis-
tinct from other Indian
art forms?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

Any traditional art is root-
ed in tradition and patron-
age. Mysore painting has a
fascinating history. After the
Battle of Talikota and the
fall of the Vijayanagara Em-
pire, a family of court paint-
ers called the Chitragara
family migrated in search of
royal patronage. Some set-
tled in Mysore, some in
Thanjavur, and others in
Surapura. Each place devel-
oped its own style under
royal support.

In Mysore, they first
worked in Srirangapatna,
painting murals on temple
and palace walls. At that
time, paper was not avail-
able, so paintings were done
on walls and wooden surfac-
es. Later, during the reign of
Mummadi Krishnaraja Wod-
eyar, paper became avail-
able due to British influ-
ence. Artists layered news-
papers, added German cot-
tage paper, and started
painting on paper.

What truly defines Mysore
style is how local culture was
incorporated—Mysore arches,
thrones, jewellery, silk sarees,
royal costumes—everything
unique to Mysore found its
way into the paintings.

0: Many people compare
Mpysore paintings with
Ravi Varma’s works. How
are they different?
Shashank Bharadwaj:

An In-Depth Conversation
with Mysore Traditional

Painting Artist
- SHASHANK BHARADWAJ -

wly

Ravi Varma’s works are
Western-influenced realistic
oil paintings. They are beau-
tiful, but they are not tradi-
tional art forms. Mysore
painting, like Thanjavur
painting, is a traditional Indi-
an art. We prepare our own
watercolours using minerals
and semi-precious stones. We
use gesso work to emboss
jewellery and arches, and
then apply gold leafing. This
craftsmanship and symbolism
set Mysore painting apart.

Q: Do you use natural

dyes in your paintings?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

We don’t exactly use
“dyes.” Dyes are meant for
fabric. What we use are nat-
ural mineral colours, ex-
tracted from stones. Vegeta-
ble dyes fade over time, but
mineral colours last for
thousands of years. That’s
why antique Mysore paint-
ings still retain their bril-
liance today.

EL It 4

“MY BEST TEACHER IS ANTIQUE PAINTINGS”

Q: How difficult was it to

learn this traditional art

form?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

Very difficult. About ten to
twelve years ago, hardly
anyone was teaching this art
seriously. Whatever knowl-
edge existed was limited to
families. I couldn’t afford
formal training either. So |
learned by myself—through
books, observation, experi-
mentation, and relentless
practice. After I reached a
certain stage, senior artists
themselves started guiding
me and correcting my work.

Q: Who were your men-
tors or guiding figures?
Shashank Bharadwaj:
One important person was
R.G. Singh from Mysore, the
curator of Ramson’s Gombe
Mane. He is not an artist
himself, but he encouraged
me immensely and guided
me in understanding the art
form. Beyond that, I am

largely self-taught. My big-
gest teachers are antique
paintings themselves.

Q: What was your first
professional painting?
Shashank Bharadwaj:
My first professional
painting was Rajrajeshwari.
It took me nearly three
months to complete. The size
was 2 feet by 1 foot. It took
so long because I was still
learning techniques, correct-
ing mistakes, and under-
standing the discipline. To-
day, I can complete the same
painting in about one week.

Q: How many works have
you created so far?
Shashank Bharadwaj:

I 'have completed more than
200 paintings, mostly of gods
and goddesses, all in Mysore
style. I have also trained over
300 students so far.

Q: Have you exhibited your
works internationally?
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Shashank Bharadwaj:

Yes. I started with Chitra
Santhe in Bengaluru, then
participated in a group show
at Art House Gallery. I show-
cased Mysore painting at
World Art Dubai, marking
the first major Middle East
exposure for this style. Re-
cently, I also exhibited in
London at Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan for nearly a month.

Q: Do you follow any rit-
uals before painting?
Shashank Bharadwaj:

I don’t fast, but for temple
commissions [ maintain a
certain discipline. While
painting, I chant or play
hymns related to the deity—
like Vishnu Sahasranama for
Vishnu. The mental state di-
rectly reflects on the face of
the deity in the painting.
Calmness creates calm ex-
pressions. This is very real.

Q: How important are the

eyes in Mysore painting?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

Eyes are everything.
Through eyes, you express
compassion, anger, serenity.
Each expression has specific
strokes. Even smiles differ.
In Mysore painting, iconog-
raphy is strictly based on
Dhyana Shlokas from texts
like Sri Tattva Nidhi, com-
piled by Mummadi Krishna-
raja Wodeyar. It describes
every deity—hands, weap-
ons, colour, posture—every-
thing.

Q: Which of your paintings
is closest to your heart?
Shashank Bharadwaj:
Rajrajeshwari remains
my best and most demand-
ed work. It is my original
composition, fully de-
signed by me, and it con-
tinues to receive immense

appreciation.

Q: Do you work for tem-

ples as well?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

Yes. I have created the
first iconographic painting
for Puttur Mariamma Temple
in Tamil Nadu, near Salem.
In Mysore, I have mostly
worked for homes and gal-
leries.

O: Where do you see your-

self in the next ten years?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

My dream is to establish a
dedicated Mysore style gal-
lery, school, and research
centre in Mysore. I want to
document the origin, evolu-
tion, and future of this art
form and bring it meaning-
fully into the contemporary
world.

Q: Are you teaching inter-
nationally as well?
Shashank Bharadwaj:
Yes, I currently teach at a
US-based institution. I run a
two-year advanced online
course for trained artists. I
have around 35 students there.

Q: What concerns you

about today’s art students?

Shashank Bharadwaj:

Many lack patience and
dedication. They want to sell
their first painting itself.
Teachers can only teach
50%; the remaining 50%
comes from research and
practice. That commitment is
reducing today.

Q: Finally, how would
you define Mysore paint-
ing in one sentence?
Shashank Bharadwaj:

It is a perfect blend of
imagination, craftsmanship,
devotion, and discipline—a
living heritage that must be
preserved with integrity.

Honorary Doctorates for Rajendra Singh Babu and Two
Others; Degrees to be Awarded to 30,966 Candidates

MYSURU

Noted Kannada Film director
Rajendra Singh Babu and two
others have been selected for
honorary doctorates this year,
while a total of 30,966 candi-
dates will be conferred de-
grees at the 106th convoca-
tion of the University of My-
sore, scheduled to be held on
January 5 at 11 am.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Crawford Hall of
Mysore University here on
Saturday, Vice-Chancellor
Prof. N.K. Lokanath said that,
based on the recommendations
of the Honorary Doctorate Se-
lection Committee, 26 names
were forwarded to the Gover-
nor. Out of these, film director
Rajendra Singh Babu, Dr. T.
Sham Bhat, Chairman of the
Karnataka State Human Rights
Commission, and P. Jayachan-
dra Raju, environmentalist and
educationist, have been select-
ed. They will be conferred
honorary doctorates at the con-
vocation ceremony to be held
on January 5 at 11 am..This
year, a total of 30,966 students
will receive degrees, compris-

106th Convocation of Mysore Unlver5|ty Tomorrow

ing 18,612 women (60.10%)
and 46.99% men. In various
disciplines, 449 candidates—
including 211 women and 238
men—will be awarded PhD
degrees. A total of 442 medals,
197 prizes, and 213 awards
will be distributed, of which
158 recipients are women, he
explained.

He said ISRO former
Chairman Dr S Somanath will
deliver the convocation ad-
dress. Governor and Chancel-
lor of University Thawar
Chand Gehlot will preside
over the function.

The VC said a total of 5,596
students will receive postgrad-

uate degrees, including 3,551
women. Among the 24,721 un-
dergraduate degree recipients,
women account for 14,850,
indicating a strong female pres-
ence. Students from the facul-
ties of Arts, Commerce, Educa-
tion, Law, Science and Tech-
nology, and Engineering will
be awarded degrees.

Leading gold medals and
cash prize winners

Prof Loknath said in the
Science and Technology
stream, N. Aditi has secured
24 medals and 8 prizes, while
Puneeth has won 6 medals
and 2 cash prizes. In the Arts
stream, B.S. Varnika received

NO FUNDS TO PAY
PENSIONS

Earlier, the government
used to provide 50 crore
annually towards pen-
sion payments. This was
stopped after the COVID
period. At present, there is
a requirement of 150 crore.
Even if ¥50 crore is provid-
ed, the university does not
have the capacity to bear
the remaining amount. This
issue has been conveyed
to the government. If the
government announc-
es this allocation in the
budget, the problem can be
resolved.

— Prof. N.K. Lokanath,
Vice-Chancellor, University
of Mysore.

a medal and 6 cash prizes. In
the MA Kannada department,
Chandrashekar secured 13
medals and 2 cash prizes,
while in the Linguistics de-
partment, students have won
6 medals and 2 cash prizes,
among several others who
emerged as toppers.

Technical expertise must to curb power
leakage and losses: CESC MD

MYSURU

Emphasising the need for
strong technical management
to reduce power leakage, elec-
tricity interruptions and finan-
cial burden, Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply Corporation
Limited (CESC) Managing
Director K.M. Munigopal
Raju said officials must adopt
systematic and effective tech-
nical practices.

Speaking after inaugurating
a one-day training programme
on “Energy (Electricity) Audit-
ing and Reduction of Losses in
IP Feeders”, organised for
CESC officials by the KEBEA
Mysuru Zonal Centre here on
Saturday, he said technical ex-
pertise plays a key role in pre-
venting energy leakage.
During an energy audit con-
ducted on the Balupete feeder
in Sakleshpur, energy leakage
to the extent of 40 to 43 per
cent was detected. However,
after implementing proper
technical management, the
leakage was successfully re-
duced to 12 per cent. This re-
sulted in increased revenue for
the corporation, reduced pow-

er interruptions, and easier
maintenance of feeders, trans-
formers and meters.

Raju said at present, the En-
ergy Department is giving pri-
ority to innovation and has
prepared an action plan to gen-
erate 5,000 megawatts of pow-
er, with a target to achieve this
within the next one year. In the
meantime, CESC is moving
ahead with plans to establish
90 stations during the current
year. More importantly, to
strengthen power distribution
within the corporation’s juris-
diction, 100 new feeders are
proposed to be connected to
grids by March of the current
year.

The MD said in this back-
drop, he urged officials to

adopt the suggestions provided
during the training programme
and implement them practical-
ly. Technical expertise must be
applied particularly in feeders
where energy leakage is iden-
tified, so as to reduce the leak-
age percentage. Along with
this, available resources
should be utilised effectively
and concrete action plans
should be prepared to achieve
the stipulated targets.

Later, during the technical
workshop, retired Technical
Director S. Mahesh provided
detailed insights through
demonstrations on techniques
of energy (electricity) auditing
and practical measures to re-
duce energy leakage and fi-
nancial losses.

One-Month Deadline to Prepare Comprehenswe Data:

MYSURU

Anticipating the upgradation
of Mysuru into a Grade-1
Municipal Corporation, Cha-
mundeshwari Constituency
MLA G.T. Devegowda direct-
ed officials to prepare and
keep ready comprehensive
data within one month on all
properties, layouts and civic
infrastructure falling under
City Council and Town Pan-
chayat limits.

He issued the directive
while presiding over a meet-
ing of officials from Munici-
pal Corporation Zone-3,

Town Panchayats and City
Councils falling under the
Chamundeshwari Assembly
constituency, held on Satur-
day at the Municipal Zone-3
office.

The MLA said that after
Gram Panchayats were up-
graded to Town Panchayats
and City Councils, many ad-
ministrative problems had
initially surfaced. Complaints
such as non-issuance of khata,
demands for higher bribes,
doubling of property tax and
harassment of citizens were
common earlier. Now, there
has been significant improve-

ment and the number of com-
plaints has reduced.
Stating that the government

has decided to notify Mysuru
as a Grade-1 Municipal Cor-
poration, he cautioned that the

notification could be issued at
any time. Therefore, officials
must be fully prepared with
detailed records of govern-
ment properties, residential
houses, villages, layouts,
schools, anganwadi buildings,
hospitals and other assets com-
ing under Town Panchayat and
City Council jurisdictions.
The MLA instructed offi-
cials to also prepare ward-
wise reports identifying
drinking water issues, under-
ground drainage problems,
streetlight failures and road
conditions. If this groundwork
is completed, it will be easier

to establish new zonal offices
and ensure smooth adminis-
tration.

Referring to private layouts
handed over to local bodies,
Devegowda said nearly one
year has passed since the
transfer. Officials must assess
what works have been com-
pleted so far, what remains
pending, and what solutions
are required. There is a need
for a comprehensive report
with maps, detailing the num-
ber of sites and houses, issued
khatas and pending khatas.
Once these areas are merged
with the Municipal Corpora-

MLA GT. Devegowda

tion, numerous challenges
may arise, and the administra-
tion must be prepared to face
them. Expansion of zonal of-
fices and appointment of offi-
cials would help ensure unin-
terrupted civic services such
as drinking water supply, san-
itation and streetlight mainte-
nance.

Devegowda informed that
the issue of layouts approved
or developed by MUDA but
handed over without basic in-
frastructure had been brought
to the notice of the Chief
Minister and the Urban De-
velopment Minister.
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tightens waste
management

BENGALURU
In a significant move to
tackle Bengaluru’s
long-standing garbage
management challeng-
es, the Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Ltd
(BSWML), functioning
under the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA),
has floated new tenders
incorporating stringent
rules and heavy penalties
for inefficiency. The initi-
ative aims to bring great-
er accountability and
professionalism into
waste collection and dis-
posal across the city. The
newly issued tenders di-
vide the entire city into
33 packages, ensuring
comprehensive coverage
of all wards and zones.
The tendering process
has already commenced,
and officials say the re-
vised framework is de-
signed to fix systemic
lapses that have plagued
solid waste manage-
ment for years. Under the
new norms, contractors
will face monetary pen-
alties for failures in
cleanliness, discipline,
and service delivery.

Fatheraccused of
poisoning two-year-
oldson

BENGALURU
In a deeply disturbing in-
cident highlighting the
devastating impact of
financial hardship, a
man has been accused
of attempting to kill his
two-year-old son by
poisoning him due to
severe monetary con-
straints. The accused,
Munikrishna, is a resi-
dent of Huthandahalli
village in Kolar district.
The incident, which oc-
curred on December 22
in Tamil Nadu, came to
light only after the child
was hospitalised in Ben-
galuru. According to po-
lice sources, Munikr-
ishna, his wife, and their
young son had travelled
to the child’s grand-
mother’s house. On the
night of December 22,
Munikrishna allegedly
administered poison to
the toddler. The situa-
tion came to light when
the child’s mother and
grandmother noticed
something unusual
while washing the
child’s mouth in the
bathroom.

Government considers
reviving student
electionsin colleges

BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment is actively consid-
ering reintroducing stu-
dent elections in colleg-
es across the state, a
move that could mark
the return of campus
democracy after more
than three decades.
Medical Education Min-
ister Sharan Prakash
Patil has indicated that
if all factors align, stu-
dent body elections
could be conducted as
early as this year. To ex-
amine the feasibility of
the proposal, the state
government has consti-
tuted a committee
headed by Sharan
Prakash Patil along with
Higher Education Minis-
ter M. Sudhakar. The
committee has been
tasked with studying
the possible framework,
challenges, and safe-
guards required to con-
duct student elections
in a peaceful and con-
structive manner.

Karnataka Cabinet meeting
scheduled under CM’s leadership

Government has scheduled a crucial Cabinet meeting in Bengaluru to deliberate on key policy matters

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has announced that an im-
portant State Cabinet meet-
ing will be held under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on January 8,
2026. The meeting is expect-
ed to play a significant role
in shaping the administrative
and policy direction of the
state in the early part of the
new year.

According to an official
statement released by the
government, this will be the
second Cabinet meeting of
the year 2026. The meeting
has been scheduled for
Thursday, January 8, and will

commence at 11.30 a.m. It
will take place at the Cabinet
Hall of Vidhana Soudha in
Bengaluru, the seat of the
Karnataka legislature and ex-
ecutive administration.

State Cabinet meetings are
considered vital forums
where major decisions relat-
ed to governance, develop-
ment projects, welfare
schemes, financial alloca-
tions, and legislative pro-
posals are discussed and
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proved. The upcoming meet-
ing is therefore expected to
focus on several important
issues, in- cluding
ongoing develop-

ment ini- tiatives,
imple- menta-
tion o f
wel- fare

pro-
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grammes, and administrative
reviews across various de-
partments.Sources within the
government indicated that
the Cabinet may also take
stock of progress made on
assurances given in the state
budget and review the status
of flagship schemes aimed at
social justice, infrastructure
development, agriculture,

education, and healthcare.

Matters related to in-
dLter-departmental coordi-

‘BJP has lost moral right to
ahatm

speak about M

BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister D. K. Shivakumar on
Saturday strongly criticised
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
stating that its leaders have
lost the moral right to speak
about Mahatma Gandhi or as-
sociate themselves with his
ideals. He said BJP leaders
were no longer even fit to
keep Mahatma Gandhi’s pho-
tograph in their offices.

Shivakumar made these re-
marks while addressing a
joint press conference with
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
at the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence, Krishna, in Bengaluru.
His comments came amid an
ongoing political debate over
the Centre’s decision to re-
move Mahatma Gandhi’s
name from certain govern-
ment schemes.

BJP leaders have lost the
right to sit in protest before
the statues of Mahatma Gand-
hi. They have also lost the
eligibility to display his pho-
tographs in their offices, Shi-

e

Karnataka Deputy
Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar launched
a sharp attack on the
BJP over Mahatma
Gandhi’s legacy.

vakumar said. He questioned
the moral authority of BJP
leaders to speak about Gandhi
after removing his name from
welfare schemes. After delet-
ing his name, what moral
standing do you have to talk
about Mahatma Gandhi or
garland his statue? he asked.
In a scathing remark, the
Deputy Chief Minister said
BJP leaders should hand over

a Gandhi’

the photographs of Mahatma
Gandhi from their offices to
those who genuinely respect
him. Give us those photo-
graphs. We will keep them in
our homes and offices where
Gandbhiji is truly honoured, he
said. Shivakumar further stat-
ed that Mahatma Gandhi led
the struggle for India’s inde-
pendence nearly a hundred
years ago, and the nation is
commemorating that historic
legacy. At a time of such re-
membrance, removing his
name is like killing him once
again. There can be no greater
insult to this country than this,
he asserted. Shifting focus to
another major issue, Shivaku-
mar announced that a state-
wide, non-partisan movement
would be launched against the
proposed VBG RMG Bill,
which he claimed would ad-
versely affect the livelihoods
of daily wage workers and
rural development in Karnata-
ka. He said the agitation
would continue until the Cen-
tral government withdraws
the Bill.

nation and policy reforms
could also feature prominent-
ly during the discussions.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who has consistently
emphasised inclusive gover-
nance and pro-people poli-
cies, is expected to chair the
meeting and guide delibera-
tions on key agenda items.
Senior ministers from vari-
ous portfolios will partici-
pate, presenting updates from
their respective departments
and seeking approvals where
required.

The timing of the meeting
is seen as significant, as it
comes at the beginning of the
year, setting the tone for gov-
ernance priorities in 2026.

puts residents at risk

BENGALURU

Public safety has emerged as
a major concern in Nelaman-
gala, with residents alleging
gross negligence by munici-
pal and related authorities.
Nelamangala, often referred
to as the gateway to Bengalu-
ru, is witnessing increasing
public anger as basic infra-
structure failures continue to
pose life-threatening risks to
citizens. In recent months, the
town has reportedly lost pub-
lic confidence due to repeated
accidents and poor civic
maintenance. Two people
were killed earlier in separate
incidents linked to a roadside
flex banner collapse and a
dangerous pothole, highlight-

ing the deadly consequences
of official apathy. Despite
these tragic incidents, resi-
dents say corrective measures
have not been implemented,
and the same pattern of negli-
gence continues. One of the
most alarming issues current-
ly facing Nelamangala is the
condition of electric poles
along the main roads.

In several locations, partic-
ularly from Turmeric Kunte
across the town, electric
wires have reportedly lost
their protective insulation,
leaving live cables exposed.
These uncovered wires hang
dangerously from streetlight
poles in the middle of busy
roads, creating a constant
risk of electrocution.
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Wasim-Fakir
colony residents
reject BJP

allegations
BENGALURU
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Residents of Wasim-Fakir
Colony in Kogilu Layout, Ye-
lahanka, have strongly pushed
back against claims allegedly
made by leaders of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, asserting that
they are being unfairly la-
belled and humiliated despite
living in the area for years.
Expressing deep anguish and
anger, locals stated that while
many residents in the colony
are Muslims, none of them are
from Bangladesh, contrary to
what BJP leaders have
claimed. Speaking emotional-
ly, residents said that such
statements have caused im-
mense distress among already
vulnerable communities. We
may all be Muslims living in
Wasim-Fakir Colony in Kogi-
lu Layout, but none of us are
from Bangladesh as the BJP
claims, a resident said. They
added that branding poor and
marginalised people in this
manner amounts to harassment
rather than assistance. The re-
marks were reportedly made
in the context of political visits
and statements linked to local
unrest following the death of
Musina, an incident that has
heightened tensions in the
area. Locals said that instead
of receiving empathy and sup-
port, they are being subjected
to suspicion and public humil-
iation. The residents directly
addressed senior BJP leader R.
Ashok, stating that if leaders
who are expected to come to
the aid of helpless and poor
citizens only end up worsen-
ing their suffering, then such
visits are unwelcome. If those
who are supposed to help us
are going to humiliate us and
create more trouble, then you
should not come, the resident
said, reflecting the collective
frustration of the community.

Govt has introduced e-Swathu 2.0 to make e-Khata services simpler for rural property owners

E-swathu 2.0 launched to simplify e-khata access

BENGALURU

In a major relief to rural
property owners across the
state, the Government of
Karnataka has rolled out the
upgraded E-Swathu 2.0 soft-
ware, aimed at making prop-
erty-related services more
transparent, efficient, and
citizen-friendly. With this
initiative, people living in ru-
ral areas can now easily ob-
tain e-Khata documents for
their land and properties
without facing procedural
hurdles.

Under the new system, ru-
ral property owners can ac-
cess e-Khata services digital-
ly, significantly reducing the
need for repeated visits to
gram panchayat offices. The
software enables automatic
determination of gram pan-
chayat service charges and
mutation fees through the
system itself, ensuring uni-
formity and eliminating dis-
cretionary practices. This
move is expected to stream-
line property-related work

and bring greater clarity in
rural land administration.

One of the key highlights
of E-Swathu 2.0 is the intro-
duction of digital khata for
rural properties. Owners of
non-agricultural land can
now obtain e-Khata more
easily than before. Citizens
can apply for and download
property records while stay-
ing at home, saving both time
and effort. The system also
guarantees that E-Swathu
forms will be issued within a
fixed time frame.

To further strengthen ac-
countability, the software in-
cludes a provision for auto-
matic approval. If officials
fail to approve applications
within the stipulated period,
the system will automatically
grant approval, ensuring that
applications are not unneces-
sarily delayed. This feature is
expected to significantly re-
duce pendency and improve
service delivery at the grass-
roots level.

Another important aspect
of the initiative is that all

properties under gram pan-
chayat jurisdiction will now
fall within the tax frame-
work. The approval of the
gram panchayat president has
been retained in the e-Khata
distribution process, main-
taining local administrative
oversight while leveraging
digital efficiency. Additional-
ly, uniform and standardised
tax rates and service charges
have been fixed across all
gram panchayats, promoting
consistency throughout the
state.

CCB to seek court summons
against X over non-cooperation

BENGALURU

The Central Crime Branch
(CCB) police are preparing
to approach a court to issue
summons to social media
platform X for failing to
provide information related
to accounts accused of ha-
rassing Vijayalakshmi, offi-
cials said.According to po-
lice sources, the CCB had
earlier written to X seeking
details of several accounts
named in a complaint filed
by Vijayalakshmi. The com-
plaint reportedly included
instances of obscene mes-
sages, online abuse, and
sustained harassment. In-
vestigators sought ac-
count-related data to identi-
fy the accused and proceed
with arrests. However, the
platform declined to share
the requested information,
citing its internal policies,
police sources said.The lack
of cooperation has signifi-
cantly hampered the inves-
tigation, officials added.

[I[T]COURT

After learning about the
complaint, the accused al-
legedly deleted their social
media accounts, making it
difficult for investigators to
trace them without backend
data from the platform.
Without timely access to
account details, including P
information and account
history, identifying and ap-
prehending the accused be-
comes challenging, a senior
officer said. In response, the
CCB now plans to move a
court seeking summons to
compel X and potentially
other social media plat-
forms, to provide the neces-
sary information and coop-
erate with the probe.

NO SUICIDE ATTEMPT BY SUSPENDED SP, CLARIFIES OFFICIALS

BENGALURU

Speculation surrounding the
alleged suicide attempt of
Ballari Superintendent of
Police Pawan Nijjur has
been firmly denied by senior
police officials, who clari-
fied that the reports circulat-
ing in sections of the media
are completely baseless.
Rumours had emerged
following the suspension of
SP Pawan Nijjur in connec-
tion with the recent distur-
bance and firing incident
reported from Ballari. It was
widely claimed that the offi-

cer, distressed by his sus-
pension, had attempted sui-
cide by consuming sleeping
pills at a friend’s farmhouse
in Tumakuru district. These
reports triggered concern
and widespread discussion
across political and admin-
istrative circles.

However, Bengaluru City
Crime Branch Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Sri-
haribabu, who is also a
close friend of Nijjur, cate-
gorically denied these
claims. Speaking to the me-
dia, Sriharibabu stated that
Pawan Nijjur had not at-

tempted suicide and that the
news reports suggesting oth-
erwise were false and mis-
leading.

He explained that Nijjur
had experienced a minor
health issue, following
which he was admitted to a
nearby hospital as a precau-
tionary measure. There was
a temporary health concern,
and he was taken to the hos-
pital. At present, he is rest-
ing at a farmhouse near Sira
and is stable, Sriharibabu
said, urging the media and
public not to believe ru-
mours.

The misinformation re-
portedly began spreading
soon after the Karnataka
government issued an order
suspending Pawan Nijjur
late on January 2, citing der-
eliction of duty in relation
to the Ballari incident.

Nijjur had assumed
charge as Ballari SP only on
January 1, making the sus-
pension particularly sudden
and controversial.

According to officials, ru-
mours suggested that after
seeing the suspension order
late at night, Nijjur con-
sumed sleeping pills in dis-

tress. These claims, howev-
er, were strongly rejected by
those close to him. Further
clarification also came from
senior IPS officer Shobhara-
ni, who has been transferred
from Ballari to Mandya as
SP. She too confirmed that
there was no suicide attempt
and that she had personally
spoken to Nijjur.

I have spoken to him di-
rectly. The news about a sui-
cide attempt is untrue. He is
currently resting at his farm-
house, Shobharani said, re-
inforcing the official version
of events.
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BJP MLA Araga Jnanendra
has urged the Karnataka gov-
ernment to first issue land ti-
tles and housing rights to
families displaced by the
Sharavathi project before al-
locating government flats to
non-Kannada settlers alleged-
ly living illegally in Bengalu-
ru’s Kogilu village. Speaking
at a press conference in Shiv-
amogga, he said thousands
lost their homes and land over
60 years ago when the Linga-
namakki hydropower project

was launched to light up the
state. Though the government
relocated affected families be-
tween 1960 and 1970, most
were never given ownership
records, forcing many to build
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GIVELAND TITLES TO SHARAVATHI
VICTIMS FIRST: MLA JNANENDRA

BJP MLA Araga Jnanendra urges Karnataka government to prioritize
Sharavathi project victims’ land rights before housing allocations

makeshift homes in remote
forest areas, he alleged.

He criticised the govern-
ment for demolishing illegal
sheds in Kogilu and then de-
claring the occupants “vic-
tims” and offering them hous-
ing, calling it an injustice to
genuine displaced families
who have been fighting for
land and homes for decades.
He accused the Congress gov-
ernment of trying to appease
its “vote bank’ while ignoring
Kannadigas still waiting for
rightful land titles.

Jnanendra said even after a

Supreme Court directive for a
joint survey of Sharavathi re-
habilitation lands, nearly
2,000 affected families were
excluded, and officials have
taken no corrective action. He
warned that if the government
distributes flats to Kogilu res-
idents without first resolving
the long-pending demands of
Sharavathi victims and local
applicants, protests will be
launched. He demanded im-
mediate action to provide land
documents and housing to
state residents and Sharavathi
project-affected families.

School bags
distributed to

The background to the inci-

VHP, Bajrang Dal workers booked in Chikkamagaluru

CHIKKAMAGALURU supposed illegal Bangladeshi

students of
govt school

CHITRADURGA

In a controversial incident at
Moodigere town, nine workers
of the Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal were
booked by local police after al-

dent stems from a recent murder
of a Hindu youth in Bangladesh,
after which VHP and Bajrang
Dal leaders held a press brief-
ing in Moodigere, claiming
that several workers in the ar-

migrants and take action within
a week.

Acting on their own initia-
tive, the group reportedly
stopped several Assam-origin
workers at a local weekly mar-

O ibcworldnews.com

Businesses must display
60% Kannada signage

MANDYA

Strengthening Kannada pro-
motion, District Commission-
er Dr. Kumar emphasized that
all citizens must actively sup-
port the use of Kannada in
public and commercial spac-
es. Speaking at the dis-
trict-level Kannada awareness
meeting, he stated that at least
60% of signboards in indus-
tries, commercial establish-
ments, and private institutions
must be in Kannada.
Non-compliance may result in
fines or license cancellation.
Dr. Kumar stressed that
Kannada should be the first
language in all schools, in-
cluding Urdu-medium institu-
tions, and parental support is
vital for children to learn the
language effectively. Author-
ities must ensure proper en-
forcement, including surprise
inspections in factories, ho-
tels, and commercial spaces.
Special attention is required
for online and offline commu-
nication, public signage, and
official documentation in

Kannada.

He highlighted recent
achievements such as the suc-
cessful 87th Akhila Bharata
Kannada Sahitya Sammelana
in Mandya and the construc-
tion of "Kannada Bhavan" to
promote the language. Banks
and government departments
must ensure Kannada usage in
files, notices, and public ser-
vices. Out-of-state personnel
should receive Kannada train-
ing, and local employees
should be recognized for their
use of Kannada in administra-
tion.

The Kannada Development
Authority has prepared a
handbook replacing common
English terms with Kannada
equivalents, and businesses

must adopt these standards.
Educational institutions are
encouraged to implement
Kannada libraries and ensure
students sing the state anthem
in Kannada. Violations of sig-
nage rules will incur fines
starting at 35,000, increasing
to 10,000 for continued
non-compliance.

Dr. Kumar urged citizens,
traders, and officials to em-
brace Kannada with pride, not
fear, fostering respect and
continuity of the language
while ensuring local employ-
ment and cultural awareness.
The initiative also celebrates
100 years of Kuvempu’s
Naadageete, with students
participating in mass singing
events to honor the legacy.

legedly conducting unautho-
rized checks on laborers of As-
sam origin, amid suspicions
that they were illegal migrants.
The incident has raised serious
concerns over harassment and
misuse of authority.

NAME CHANGE [} NAME CHANGE

ea’s coffee plantations, who
were allegedly from Bangla-
desh, were being employed as
Assam-origin laborers and re-
ceiving shelter. They urged the
police and district administra-
tion to verify all records of

ket (sante) last Friday evening.
They allegedly demanded and
examined Aadhaar cards and
other personal documents, as-
serting that many were forged,
and allegedly threatened and ha-
rassed the workers.

In Sondekere village of
Aimangala hobli, Hiri-
yur taluk, 125 students
from Classes 1 to 7 of
the Government Higher
Primary School re-
ceived free school bags
and stationery. The dis-
tribution was jointly
organised by Bengalu-

MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED
2 MANAPPURAM HOME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : UB5923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: [V/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram House Valapad Thrissur, Kerala 680567
Corp Office: Manappuram Home Finance Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315, A Wing, ‘Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road,
Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra. Phone No.: 022-66211000, Website: www.manappuramhomefm.com

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Mana{)puram Home Finance Ltd., having our registered office at IV/470A (old) w/638A (new), Manaﬁpuram House, Valapad,
Thrissur, Kerala-680567 and branches at various places in India hereinafter referred to as “MAHOFIN") Comﬁarg{ registered under the Companies Act, 1956
and a Financial Institution within the meamn% of sub-clause (iv) of clause (m) of sub-section (1) of Secll 2 of tf ecurltlzatlon and Reconstruction of financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002 (hereinafter referred so as the Act) read with Notmcatron No. S.0. ) dated 18" December, 2015
issued by the Govt. of India, Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi, inter alia carrylng on busmess of advancing loans for construction
and / o of we\lln%unlls and whereas the Borrower / Co-Borrowers as mentioned in Column No. 2 of the below mentioned chart obtained loan from
MAHOFIN and whereas MAHOFN being the secured creditor under the SARFAESI Act, and in exercise of gowers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read
with Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned herein below, to
repay the amount mentioned in the notices with further interest thereon within 60 da?s from the date of notice, but the notices could not be served upon some of
})hem for \f/arr]lous gelasonts That in addition thereto for the purposes of information of the said borrowers enumerated below, the said borrowers are being informed
y way of this public notice.

Government of Karnataka
Public Works Department

ru-based Youth for || | SYEDKABEER AHMED, Sio, I, RIZWAN BASHA, Sfo. Subhan, Office of the Executive Engineer, i I e S i itorect s Bogn rastts D | emmans
Seva and the Persistent || Syed Ahamed, Resident of No 314 Resident of No.23, A5th Cross, 1st ivisi " (Seabo: e Bearng Proporty No-A0 b13-630: 0 Property No. 40-814-31 0, Asceasiment o W1S.6. | 2005 | he.4iasas/-

Mysuru Division, Mysuru.

Foundation. School 6th Cross Leelavathi Extension Main Road, Valmikinagar, Mysore E-mail: eepwdmys21@gmail.com M Ae oo 0azszs/ AL T AL AT R AR AT
Headmaster B. Kan_— Maddur Mandya Dist 571428, Road, Bengaluru-560026, | have Ph N Z E {l 0831 24.2081 0 Ehivamogga Distrct, Karataka, Pin: 577401. East:Sito No. 356, West-Municipal Road, South-
thababu, SDMC Presi- have changed my name to SYED changed my father name from one No. ax No. - 2 Manjula G, AllTrat Piece And Parcel o Property Bearing No. 156/170 Urique No 150800200300820144] 15-12- [ 16-12.2026 &
dent Lingaraju, Per- || KABEER AHAMED, vide affidavit ABDUL SUBHAN to SUBHAN, Due | [IFT No. 28/2025-26 Dt.29.12.2025] | |nwilotsomoszzs Dit, Kamataia 71111 Measurg Eas To e .01 e And Norn 1o Souh: 15,04 SHEE
. . . Ivekananda Circle eters,. cast-Galll, West-House of allikarjuna, South-Road, North-House of Nagarajappa
sistent Foundatlon rep_ dated: 03.01.2026 before notary to Aadhar Card 214471717017’ Pan ITEM WISE SHORT TERM TEN DER NOTIFICATION 3 |Lakshmidevamma V, All That Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing Residential Building Bearing Grama| 15-12- | 16-12-2025 &
resentative Venkatesh B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, Card No. HGFPB0007Q, Voter Card Manjunatha V, Panchayath Khatha No. 56/58/1/A And E-Khatha No. 15030030160 1220003 (Formed In Sy.| 2025 | Rs.347036/-
&

Venkatesh N, No.37) Measuring East To West: 10.6680 Mtrs And North To South: 10.0584 Mtrs Is Situated

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Executive

SDMC members. and Bengaluru_ No.RSG3342532 that i will continue . . K X 4_MHLI?0930008374/ ﬁt Mu l;(adl haﬂeis¥|zll[ageE ThrﬁagereBHlobll _Poﬁﬂdaballipura Talu‘l;v Ba_%galgreSRurha_IPDistrict,
local leaders mCh;.dlng my father name as SUBHAN‘ Vide Ehglneer, Public Works Department has pUbIIShed item e Bglrgl%aTg Nalﬂng W/0 ?/Iar?ysappgusl\leort?'rOgrgopgrtyug(lerlagn;qrggr?ilhiv:ssat CIEIJ:ré outh-Property
Affidavit Dated: 03.01.2026 Before wise Tender notification for a work approved underl] | 4 EﬂahenzraHB East To West: 7.62 Mtr And North To South: 23.77 Mitr,, Item No. 1: All That Piece And [ 15-12- [ 16-12-2025 &

O. Manjunath and JCB
Manjunath were pres-
ent during the pro-
gramme. The initiative

Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 87 Unique No. 15210030390100166 Kiragavalu Hoblif 2025 | Rs.359313/-
Hullegala Mandya Hullegala Indian Mandya Karnataka-571430 & Item No. 2: All That Piece
And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 87/1 Unique No.152100303900100397 Klragavalu
Hobli Hullegala Mandya Hullegala Indian Mandya Karnataka-571430. East-ltem No. 1: Owi
House/Item No. 2: Chikkathayamma House, West-ltem No. 1: Basavanna & Walkable Road/
Item No. 2: Own House, South-ltem No. 1: Basavanna & Marimadappa Vacant Site/Item No.
2: Basavanna & Marimadappa Vacant Site, North-ltem No. 1: Road/Item No. 2: Road

/MHL00920010010/
Vinayanagar Ramnagara

|, SYED SHARIQ AHMED, S/o, Syed
Kabeer Ahamed, Resident of 6th

H/A: 4059-80-051-0-60-132-CMIDP 09 works under
this division with KW- 4 Conditions & Regulations with
Two cover systems. The Minimum Amount Put to

Notary R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

CH

: H ; i i 5 |Lalithamma N, Measuring East To West: 9.14 Meters And North To South: 8.53 Meters, All That Piece &| 15-12- [16-12-2025 &
almed to support rural Cross Leelavathi Extension Madduru Tender is Rs.194.10 Lakhs and EMD amount is Girish Nayaka R, Parcel of T%re Property Bearing Panchavalli Gramapanchayathi Property No. 82/1 As Per From| 2025 | Rs.352270/-
/MHL00900010308/ No. 11B Unique 152200601610320351 Situated At Panchavalli Village And Periyapatana

Town Maddur Mandya Dist, 571428,
have changed my name to SYED

Rs.2.91 Lakhs. The Maximum Amount Put to Tender
is Rs.719.07 Lakhs and EMD amount is Rs.10.79

students and encourage
education by providing

Vivekananda Circle Taluk, Mysore, Karnataka, Pin: 571105. East-Road, West-Site No. 1/P8 Land, South-Site No.

1/P8 Land, North-Site No. 1/P8 Land

' ~ SHARIQ AHAMED, vide affidavit ® [Bapormaa Clampancay At broperyNo 17, Smed ALThaRoro g6, agaghataGrara Panchayath, | 2035 | Ro 333095/
- s — - i i i apojirao Y, ram Panchayath Property No ituated At Thattekere Village, Madaghatta Gram Panchayatt S. -
qssentlal leamlng mate K To place a ClaSSlfled Lakhs' For S|N001 tO 09 Pre bld Meetlng WI” be held /Mr'r)L&osmmsam/ BelurTalukAr¥d Hass;’a)n D)llstrlct Tolalllijeasurlng 22297 Sguare Me%ers Hassan, Karna{aka
I'lalS dated: 03.01.2026 before notary inth d H d f'f t 11 00 AM 07 01 2026 Hassan Pin: 573215. East-Property Belongs To Sri. TS Raj, West-Property Belongs To Sti. Eroji Rao,
’ B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO ad Contact' n eun erSIQne office a . . on . . . South-Government Property, North-Road
i J - . i i -1 || 7 [madegowdamT, AlThatPieceAndParcelof TheSiteAndHousePropertyBearingNo.151600701200420010Gram [ 15-12- [ 16-12-2025 &
Bengaluru 080-41209042 For SI.No:1 to 6 Tenders shall be_Sme'tted in KPP wiﬁ%‘gﬁgqr N, Cﬁpcﬁayaet[ﬁeprgpe?t?aﬁg 13% 'sirvneyr\?éjsg/ﬁ)gziz# E%Elﬁgratgs?}rugﬁgﬁ wg{gﬂayﬁgggﬁ 2025 | Rs.428503/-
Trainin On Portal (https:”kppp'karnataka'gov'In) from 30'12'2025 /SNaHTgoﬂQﬁgn%;ﬂs/ g%?g&e SEquarE Mgte‘}'vs Canslruth’ed PlrmthsreaK242 48d quuarehl\ﬂeters PKar%atakaf sPrng
t t t t t
Ih % d e e to 15.01.2026 For SI.No:7 to 09 from 31.12.2025 to Rassan Syoths Norihond o\ House Property of 8. Karigowda, SouthHouse Property of Sm
1 overnment ot Karnataka ithi 8 [Nagamma v, All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing No. 151600300100100224, | 15-12- | 16-12-2025 &
animal husbandr 16.01.2026 within 17.00 PM. KPWD Class-Ill & above Vfagamma v, All That Piece perty Bearing
. . . . , yath Property No. 638, Situated At Yalagathavalli Village, Yalagathavalli Gram| 2025 Rs.177049/-
tivities fi Y| offce of The Project Co-ordinator office, Integrated | | Gontractor Registered in KPP-Portal are eligible. More | | [iia e e e D o g ek S o
activities 1or Tribal Development Department, Chikkamagaluru Dist.| |details can be obtained from the office of the under| [t IR TR T e
shraf Taj, at Piece And Parcel o e House Bearing Katha No. nd E-Katha No. -12- -12-
i ildi - i i i i ; Mahamed'Abed, 152501000401900589 Measuring East To West: 7.62 Meters And North To South: 9.7536| 2025 | Rs.353534/-
farmers” Zilla Panchayat Building, Room No. - 26, First Floor, Jyothi Signed during office hours. Any amendments or S‘E‘EZ&“Z'M:M Wetrs, Stuaog sapr;?fgi”_rr';"ggg;rz%nE‘\’/maése, Danai?%%ﬁigr% rw%ru, GT%}JgeEe_r_e Tai. *
Nagara 577102 modifications in tender notification will be published| || [ " Souh-Panchayathi Road, North-Property of Alyamad - - oo o e
. - -mail:i i i i - 10[ Y da, All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Vacant Site Bearing Grama Panchayath Khatha | 15-12- | 16-12-2025 &
Phone: 08262-220779 e-mail: itdpchikmagalur@gmail.com in KPP-Portal Only. gf;%;nan a, to 5;3/3"‘,25‘*9“ﬁn$ }gﬂ’aﬁﬁ#f’%\lg1‘2165?%)324%880%%1037"\; c“"::ansrn“g“h'”rgrm\%?‘ ?fgfﬁg% p ﬁ%gg Soag |16 152028 ¢
. . H i H 1t 1 t It tuated At
No.: TXPC/TXSF/CR-11/2025-26 Date: 31.12.2025 Sd/- Executive Engineer, Public Work Department mig:éﬁ.ﬁ;%’imm ) %;gmg,,, T‘;Lukl %um‘;k‘:”A Distiol, "é””%a.kja IP['JSBES|72124TDVE:?Z‘%'I‘§ 'ﬁg,giﬂgs o e
e_Tender Notice [ ] umkur est-House Belongs 10 nJlnappa ou! jouse Belongs 10 Rames [slg 0al
Tender s nvited through from eligibl opsoouvssssuonsszanzsze 1Yo DIVISION MYSUTU frifyermancs B e, 10 o o Pesntsl Sl S M, e | 071G 220
- - lagamani na P1.D. No.19-2- leasurin ast 1o West: 4. rs An or 0 S. -
e. ender is invited through e-procurement rorn eligible perso.n/ lg{/la%a&akshm}grama, gputg;g.‘gzztétUEStlvlérs Ids S\;{Ituatte’\(;ll At V_VarldPNo.gltKoée Btﬁdh Koratgglere, TuTlTrkAur.hKartr;]ataka,
- avi Kumar n: . East-Road, West-Municipal Property, South-House Belongs To Ashwathappa,
firms for supply of Food Items and Other Materials to Pre-Matric/ 4_NHLIII<093IJI]421HS/ A e\, East Road, Wost Municipal Froparty 9 pp
Post-Matric and Ashrama School Hostels of Integrated Tribal e 5 umkur
. . o g e-Tender Notification 12| Sanjith S N, Sachin S N, ‘Al That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing No. 152100500701120018, | 13-12- | 17-12-2025 &
Development Project Department in the limits of Chikkamagaluru Keerthi H N, Indra S, Gram Panchayath Property No. 283, In Survey No. 2/27 Situated At Sathenahalli Village, | 2025 | Rs.982729/-

The tender are invited in Two Cover System as per Karnataka Transparency in Public Honnavara Gram Panchayath, Nagamangala Taluk And Mandya District, Totally Measuring

. . .. . . N; ha,
MANGALURU District for the year 2025-26 & 2026-27 and can participate in the| | Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through e-Tender of Government of Karnataka website for /NHL00910025687/ 172.61 Square Meters., Karnataka, Pin: 571802. East-Property Belongs To Smt. Gowramma,
Y p P g H; West-P: ty of Sri. Thi da, South-Road, North-H Pi ty of Sri. J d:
. Supply/Installation/AMC of following items required to the Joint Commissioner of assan est-Troperty of Sni. Thimmegowda, South-oad, Forth-House Property of on. Jayaramegowda
. Tend er th rOUgh e—procu rement portal httpS // Py IPP yT ffic, B | g a 13| Kumara M N, That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing Mayigowdanahalli Gramapanchayathi Property| 16-12- |17-12-2025 &
The Animal Husbandry | |kppp.karnatak in A t of Tender is Rs. 1300.00| e &1C, Zengaur. Bhagya K, No. 77/1 As Per From No. 9 And 11A Unique No. 152200303108800106 Situated| 2025 | Rs.542239/-
ppp.karnataka.gov.in. Approx. amount ot lenaer Is Rs. . Sl Tender No Particulars Last date Basavaraju B, At Mayigowdanahalli \/ilslage,vK R l\iagara Taluk, Mysore, Mea_shring: E1ast To West: 8.22
Eepartdm%m of South | flakhs. Last date for submission of Tender through online: | |No submission for {etanance Grce Csowamycha Wes Hous ! s Samasoney, St o, Nt Popery
annada district 1s or- i i i tenders of Srikantaradnya
. e 07.01.2026 up t0 5.00 PM. Further information can be obtained n 14 |Mahesh M, Putta Sidamma M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 79, PI.D. No. 150800303000400089, | 16-12- | 17-12-2025 &
ganising tralmng SESs- from this office during office hours and by |0gging on to website 1 |KSP/2025-26/IND0482| Supply, Installation & 15/01/2026 Mahadeva M, Situated At Silkalpura Grama, Tagarapura Gramapanchayal Kollegala Block, Chamarajanagara| 2025 | Rs.353846/-
: : Maintenance of ALIB's to /NHL00900003970/ [() ). Measuring; E-W 9.144 Meter N-S 1 2 Meters, Karnataka, Pin: 571442, East-Govt.
sions on anlmal hus— https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in B | ity Traffic Poli Vivekananda Circle roperty, West-Property of Maraiah, South Road North-House of Maneiaiah
engaluru city Traffic Police 15| Shivamma R, All That Piece & Parcel of The Property Bearing No. 39/34 Unique No. 152200701508900311 | 16-12- | 17-12-2025 &

bandry activities for
interested farmers in
January 2026 at the
Kodiyal-Bail Animal
Husbandry and Veteri-

Doddabagilu Village, Doddabagilu Gramapanchayat, T Narasipura Taluk Mysore District,| 2025
Karnataka, Pin: 571120 Total Measuring 185.81 Square Meters. East-House of Kullaiah,

West-House of Maddaiah Nigamma, South-Road, North-House of Shilanigaraju

GramthanaProperty No. 4, Property No. 151300300100400112, Total Measuring219.42| 16-12- | 17-12-2025 &
Sq. Mtr., Hu\aglnakoe{)a Vlllage Tambur Gram Panchayat, Tq: Kalaghatagl Dist: Dharawad, | 2025 | Rs.520854/-
Karnataka, Pin: 581204. East- Property of YashavantR Chikkalagi, West- PropertyofMohammed

Hanif K Shiggavi, South-Govt. Road, North-Property of Pundalik Chikkalagi

Sd/- Project Co-ordinator Officer, Integrated Tribal| |For further details of the tender and the tender documents can be obtained for shnaMadu G Rs.873975/-
Development Project, Chikkamagaluru.| [ thepublicprocurementportal. Vivekananda Circle

DIPR/ckm/No.131/25-26/ksmca/1527 16| Krutika Anil Jadnav, Anil Chandru

Jadhav, Chandru Jadhav,

Ratna Chandru Jadhav,

Manjunath Basavant Tinekar,

/MHLO0260042333/ Hubli

IN THE COURT OF THE Il ADDITIONAL CIVIL

nary Training Centre JUDGE AND JMFC, DODDABALLAPURA. GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA 17 Eﬁht}jhar%ia DM, EMPtropErty Nlol:< 1{;313%0500}((5001'1_20044GPrope'r:ty Nhoz 1512,HTotaé MeasTurl'ir:(g [1;;]1(153(12 Sq. 1?6;? 137-1%;0%2258/&
’ X A
Mangalury o SLMISCHOBS 2025 MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT b e Kot e s ol ot M s 0 |
. EEN: L nisa, imoga orth-Pwd Roa
Details of the train- 2. Sadigh Ahmed hussain, 3. sadigha, OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER’ 18| Yamanappa, Savitri, All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing Gram Panchayat No. 69/1/B, Measuring| 16-12- [17-12-2025 &
4. Asma M. Ravi Ghorpade, Mtrs. Along With Resrdemral 2025 | Rs.565600/-

62.43 Sq. tructure 662 43 Sg. Mtrs.) Bearing E-Property No.
151400402600620455 Sy. No. Gt of Veerapur |||age Gram Panchayat Ramapur, Taluk:
Gajendragad, Dist: Gadag Karnataka Pin: 582114. East-Road, West-Road, South-House of
Smt. Yallavva Sheede, North-House of Sri. Ravi Parasappa Gorapade

AllThat Piece And Parcel of The Property BearingNo. 2644369226/A, S.A.S.No. 125/125/74/A,

Vs M.l. & GW.D. DIVISION, KALABURAGI.
Respondents: Birth and death reg,st,.a.. City PHONE : 08472 -220196, E-mail : midnglb@rediffmail.com / midnglb1@gmail.com

gl IFT No. EE/MI &GW D D/KAL/PB-2/2025-26/3989 DATED : 02-01-2026 || |["¢[}aseshac .

ing: Modern dairy
farming techniques will
be taught from January

Kalakappa,
MNLAPOTZ5050788/

16-12- 117-12-2025 &

SUMMONS TO INTERESTED PERSQN LJ[Q Vv D ‘S\ltaa}\?dSAHVgaéd ’\’l\;l) t23 C/I;éakahalll HD }g)gesTovsvn %/Il\tllys}(()re (Dt) kMea)surlrsr%ﬂquEBZ tM'gterg 2025 | Rs.440932/-
H agarathnam, eters Admeasuring: q Mts, Karnataka, Pin: ast-Roa
16 to 1 7, while Sheep RULE 20(A) R/W SEC 151 OF CPC /MLAP0090052505/ & House of Shankaranayaka, West- House of Bettanayaka, South-Property of N Ravikumar,

Whereasthe above petitioners have instituted
above petition to get the death certificate of
their deceased mother by name Fathima B
who died on in house # 1456, Ward no.21,
Doddaballapur town 10/05/1994 on the file
of Civil Judge and JMFC at Doddaballapura.

Vivekananda Circle

20| Renuka Balanaik,

Araboji Shivaji Balanayak,
Sattevva Shivaji Balanayak,

: SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (IFT KW-4) :

1) Detail of Work: THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, M.I. & GW.D. DIVISION, KALABURAGI INVITES
TENDER FROM THE ELIGIBLE TENDERERS FOR THE WORK UNDER 4702A.P.B, FORTHE é'%gﬂ?ﬁmm
YEAR 2025-26, 2) Amount of Estimate : Max. Rs. 763,78,805.64 Min. Rs. 763,28,189.45, 21| Nagesh Bural,

North-House of Siddanayaka

All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Property Bearing G.P No. 533/B, Rdpr PL.D.
No. 150400303000201015, Situated At Marihal Village, Marihal Grama Panchayat, Belagavi
Block, Belagavi (D). Admeasuring: 75.251462 Sq. Meters. Tal: & Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka,
Pin: 591103. East-Property of Tippanna Balanayak, West-Property of Basavanni Balanayak,
South-Road, North-Property of Renuka A. Balanayak

and goat rearing train-

ing is scheduled from

January 28 to 29.
Farmers interested in

17-12-
2025

18-12-2025 &
Rs.233925/-

17-12- 118-12-2025 &

The interested persons are hereby Kasturi Burali ellgr;\latPESegKAn’dearce_\ ofTshae;Ee sside?\}:? : Prg%ergygiatrigﬁ R%prl\rllo150‘z/tvq3]302T%00E_0()_l1 74? 2025 | Rs.441361/
b . b HPH R H . H H 2 N asturi surali, 0. easurin . . rs. Sltuate andannosur Within e Limits of S. -
participating can regis- summoned to appar in this court in person or 3) Eligibility of Contractor: Class-I, 4) Details of Tender Application Amount and EMD Amount: Kalmesh Nagesh Burali, Gram Panchayat Tarihal \{g\/ithin The Local Jurisdiciion of $r0 Belagavi, Tal: Belagavi & Dist:
ter by contacting their | [by pleader instructed and able to 07.02.2026| [|Tender Fee As Per KPP Portal E.M.D. Max. Rs. 11,45,700.00 Min. Rs. 11,45,000.00, o vzt e S R L s I R it U
respective taluk offi- | |2d answer all material questions relating| I15) Pre-Bid Meeting Date & Time : 20-01-2026 Upto 11.00 Hours, 6) Last Date & Time for : of Present Sohedule Property

, to the above petition on interested persons R - . . 22| Mahammedgous Rafiq Donasal, |All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Property Bearing No. G.P No. 205, Rdpr PL.D.| 17-12- | 18-12-2025 &
cials. Contact numbers | |are directed to produce all documents upon Tender Queries/ Clarifications: 21-01-2026 Upto 11.00 Hours, 7) Last Date & Time for Fiza Mahammedgous Donasal, ~ [No. 152700301100101009, Situated At Teragaon Village, Teragaon Gram Panchayat, Halyl| 2025 | Rs 415910

Ramathbi Rafik Donasal, Rafiq

Block, Uttara Kannada (D 6 Admeasuring: 42.00 Square Meters., Karnataka, Pin: 58135
Modinasab Donasal, Z

include Mangaluru _ which you are intended to rely in support of Receipt of Tenders : 22-01-2026 Up to 17.30 Hours, 8) Date & Time for Opening of East-Property of Imtiyaz Donasal, West-Property of Ismail Akbar Pungi, South-Panchayat

your defence. X e ! . . . . /NLAP0098032421/ Belgaum Road, North-Property of Abdulkhadar Donasal
9243306956/0824- By order of the court Technical Bid: 23-01-2026 Up to 17.30 Hours, 9) Date & Time for Opening of Financial Bid 23| Mani Sucha g, i That iece & Parcel o The Poperty No. 523, Uniue No. 152200622162000578 Kulapura | 17-12-[18-12.2028 &
" os . . pt . X N H : 5 s H i 3 ithi, , istrict, taka, Pin: R -
2 9 5 O 3 6 9 5 Ul l al - Chief Ministerial Officer Civil Judge Court, : 27-01-2026 Up to 11.00 HOUI’S, 10) Addl. information: Executive Engmeer‘ M.l & GW.D. /NHLI]128I]I]37931/ Aldr?'r%gsun?ng ég.ré‘sgznﬁ/ng."éas't-rﬁr%rggx%? Ruarr?egha, V%Sgtr-%oellsé,nscomh%wgugeaof Fliramashetty, s

Doddaballapura
Rakshith, Advocate, Doddaballapura

North-Vacant Site
All That PIECE1& Parcel of The Property No. 140/129/A1/A Unique No. 28-119-19, Situated | 17-12- {18-12-2025 &

Chamrajnagar
24 |Dhanaraja,

Division, Kalaburagi, 11) Address of E-Portal.: (https:// kppp.Karnataka.gov.in)

9880424077, Mulki —

1d- Sd/- Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation & Na arau At Ward No 4th Division, 19th Ward, Gavaragerei Beedi, Gunddlupete Town &| 2025 | Rs.540144/-
8971024282’ MOOdbld g ’ ST 9 . Kum b J Chamarajanagara (D), Karanataka 571111 Admeasunn% 21.5704 Sq Mts. Eas?Road West-
— 7204271943, Bant- | [ INTHE COURT OF THE Il ADDITIONAL CIVIL DIPR/Kalab /932/KSMCA/2025-26 Ground Water Development Division, Kalaburagi INLAPO128049172/ Chamrainagar | Property of Kniahn, South Property of Chandrashekara. Norih-Vacant Site of Raju
¢ JUDGE AND JMFC, DODDABALLAPURA. alaburagl 25|Bettappa P All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearlng Sagare Gramaganchayathi Khatha No. 14 And| 08-11- [19-12-2025 &
wal 944825301 0, CRLMISC.NO.479/2025. Ankamma B, As Per Form No. 11 B Unique No. 152200102221600827 Situated At Sagare Village, H.D.| 2025 | Rs.596739/-
. —/— Erappa P, Kkote Taluk, Mysore, Karnataka, Pin: 571121 Admeasuring East To West 9.144 Meters And
Beltan ga di — | |BETWEEN: Petitioners- 1. Sadiq Ahmed /C090COLONS000005004250/ Mysore [North To South: 12.192 Meters. East-House of Channajamma Wife of Javaranaika, West-

House of Sannakoosamma, South- House of Lakshmamma Wife of Yettanaika, North-Road

9481963820, Puttur —

Hussain, 2. Sadigha, 3. Asma M.
V/S

KARNATAKA HOUSING BOARD

26 garr;]egl Khan, Ié\ll ;gat The Prﬁce $6/Iﬂ1arcEeIPof Site Alr\?ng 1Vgr'rh OSULz)céure Slanéié%g mere On Be+ng IB%alng[g1 15}6;5» 1&»14265%2/&

. : y i hahida N ite/Proper , E-Propert, asuring Total s. -
9483920208 5 Kadaba Requnden“: B"ﬂ"‘ and death registrar City Housing . if R, Sqe l\/lgl%er tIsrrcluudlng 34.84 SgpeMgter 0House Situated At LakshmlplejrauVlllgge0 Hosahalli
— 9483922594, and Su- | | muncipal corporation Doddaballapura __Board _ 3rd Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560009. Ph ; 080-22273511-16. Lots1000951s/ Village Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karataka, Pin: 577202. East-
> SUMMONS TO INTERESTED PERSON U/O V. Bulding Communites Shimoga Panchayath Road, West-Property of Tahera, South-Private Land, North-Remaining Property

lya — 9844995078 RULE ZQ(Al R{W SEC 151 OF CPC TEN DER NOT|F|CAT|0N 27 ahabﬁlr KhanSS|kandar gem.Nog :SAtII/'I'Khhatt'IEQ/ePPiece or’s’arc191\ oéS})ile AItJtng,\\Il\/ilh1 ggr&t,q]rgflgggizrlgo;h?ere’\non Being 1286;%- 13-19243852/&

. . ™ ina Kouser earing A Site/Khatha/Proper -Property No easurin, s. -
The Chief Veterlnary Wh?l’eas the 8b0}/§ petitioners  have Sardar Khan K, Total 2922 97 Sq. Meter, Ir?clutzmg 141.26 qu Meyter Building, Situated At Dodderi Vlllageg
Officer (Administra- .C,:mct;i agfov;ah petiton 10 get n:gfh éireag; Karnataka Housing Board invite tender through Karnataka public procurement portal for below mentioned work. JeLo 00216 Dodideri Vilage Panchayath, Bhadravathy Tauk, Shivarmoga District iem No. 2 Al

Khatha/Property No. 5, Survey No. 1, E-Property No. 152400104500620060, Measuring
Total 111.48 Sq. Meter Including 111.52 Sq. Meter Building, Situated At Dodderi Village,
Dodderi Village Panchayath, Bhadravathi Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karnataka, Pin: 577301
East-ltem No. 1:Property of Shabbir Khan/ ltem No. 2: House of Faruq Khan West-ltem
No. 1: Land of Sardar Khan/ Item No. 2: Land Of Sardar Khan, South-item No. 1: Land of
Shahedaparveen/ Item No. 2: Land of Shahedaparveen, North-item No. 1: Shivani Road /
Item No. 2: Shivani Road

All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing Proper

tion) of the Animal
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services Depart-
ment has encouraged

name Sajida Bhanu who died on in house S|
# 1456, Ward no.21, Doddaballapur town N. Name of Work
0

05/11/2001 on the file of Civil Judge and
Providing 1 No of 11 KV MCVCB Switchgear for

Amount put to| Last Date for
Tender (in Rs.)| Submission of Bid

17.01.2026 28|R Manjanaik,

Work Indent & IFT No.

JMFC at Doddaballapura. The interested
persons are hereby summoned to appar in

KHB/2025-26/EL/WORK_INDENT 686 & 1d No.| 18-12- [19-12-2025 &

this court in person or by pleader instructed arranging power supply to KHB layout behind 36,74,610/- Sharada Bai 151600202000200510, Gram Panchayath Property No. 514/443, And P Shunted ai| 2025 | Re 242550
farmers to take advan- ||andable 07.02.2026 and answer all material 1. g gBC office pﬁg;)pal Districyt IFT No. 133/2025-26, Date: 02.01.2026 14610/ upto 4.00 PM Raﬁrgaa Naik, Rampura Vilage, Rggrg%a; Egagag%n%“}yftl{o%;gk??ek Taluk IgaffggﬁDz%?r?c:%Jnlfﬁiv%ertty * /
tage of these sessions | |questions relating to the above petition on i : APbOI051422 Hassan AUt of iduvai Souhy B Lanch Norih-House Property of St Anuradhagas

interested persons are directed to produce
all documents upon which you are intended
to rely in support of your defence.
By order of the court
Chief Ministerial Officer Civil Judge Court,
Doddaballapura
Rakshith, Advocate, Doddaballapura

For further information, contact below mentioned office address: Executive Engineer, Karnataka Housing Board,
Cauvery Bhavan, Bengaluru, Telephone No. 080-22273511/ 080-22100077 website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer, Karnataka Housing Board,Bengaluru.

Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling upon them to make payment of the total outstanding amount as
shown herein above, against the respective Borrower / Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publicafion of this notice, Failure to make payment of the total outstandin
amount together with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN shall be constrained to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of security interesf
upon properties as described above, steps are also being taken for service of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Act and the rules made hereunder You
are put to notice that the said mortga e can be redeemed upon payment of the entire amount due together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by MAHOFIN
at any time before the date of publication of notice for public auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed in Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act.
Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by
way of sale, lease or in any other manner.

Date: 4" January 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA

to gain practical knowl-
edge, adopt modern
techniques, and im-
prove livestock produc-
tivity in the district.

DIPR/CP/4851/Zen/2025-26

Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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Kerala Ex-Minister
Guilty In1990
Drug Case

Thiruvananthapuram
A court on Saturday
found former Kerala
transport minister An-
tony Raju guilty of
tampering with evi-
dence ina1990 drug
case. Raju, now an MLA
from Janadhipathya
Kerala Congress, was
involved in the seizure
of 61.5 grams of hash-
ish from an Australian
citizen at Thiruvanan-
thapuram airport. At
the time, he was a jun-
jior lawyer. The court
said Raju, along with a
court official, had con-
spired to alter key evi-
dence, affecting the
trial outcome.

Delhi Police Bust
Massive Visa Passport
Fraud Network

New Delhi
Delhi Police arrested
over 130 people, includ-
ing travel agents, in 2025
for visa and passport
fraud. The IGI Airport unit
also traced the money
trail, freezing more than
100 bank accounts
linked to suspicious
transactions. The arrests
targeted organized net-
works that forged travel
documents, cheated
passengers, and facili-
tated illegal overseas
travel. Officers focused
on financial investiga-
tions, uncovering key
links despite many pay-
ments being in cash. The
crackdown marks a ma-
jor step against docu-
ment-related crime
in India.

Rajnath Singh Unveils Vajpayee

Delhi Assembly Speaker Vijender Gupta called the portrait unveiling a tribute,
alongside book release and cultural programme celebrating India’s heritage

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday unveiled
portraits of Bharat Ratna Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya at
the Delhi Legislative Assem-
bly, highlighting their inspir-
ing contributions to India.
Addressing the gathering,
Rajnath Singh emphasized
that a nation’s greatness
comes not only from resourc-
es, technology, or economic
power but from the ideals it
cherishes and the personali-
ties it admires. He said, “Ide-
als are not merely objects of
remembrance, but guiding
inspirational forces.” He in-
cluded Malaviya and Vajpay-
ee in the tradition of guiding
figures like Ram, Krishna,

Buddha, and Mahavira.
Speakmg about Vajpayee,
the Defence Minister said he
taught humility in power and
dedication to national inter-
ests even while in opposition.
“His life shows that democra-
cy’s strength lies in the way
differences are resolved,” he
added. He paid tribute to both

T

leaders, noting the ceremony
also celebrated Vajpayee’s
birth centenary.

Delhi Assembly Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta described the
installation of the portraits as a
lasting tribute to their monu-
mental contributions to India’s
democracy, education, culture,
and public life. During the

ﬁ,;;q ‘Malaviya Portraits Delhi Assembly

event, a coffee table book ti-
tled Bharat Mata was released,
celebrating Indian nationalism
through art, architecture, and
literature and commemorating
150 years of the national song
Vande Mataram.

The event was attended by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
Padma Bhushan Ram Baha-
dur Rai, Parvesh Verma, and
Deputy Speaker Mohan Singh
Bisht. A patriotic cultural pro-
gramme by artists from Sahi-
tya Kala Parishad also high-
lighted India’s rich artistic
and national heritage. The
ceremony combined remem-
brance, inspiration, and cele-
bration of India’s enduring
values and iconic leaders,
leaving attendees with a sense
of pride and reflection on the
nation’s guiding ideals.

Pawan Kalyan
Lays Foundation
TTD-Funded
Temple Facilities

HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan on
Saturday laid the foundation
stone for new facilities at the
renowned Lord Hanuman
temple in Kondagattu, Telan-
gana. The project, funded by
Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD), is estimat-
ed at Rs 35.19 crore.

The foundation stone marks
the beginning of a 96-room
choultry and additional build-
ings for devotees, especially
those observing ‘Hanuman
Deeksha,” where concluding
rituals can be performed. The
TTD sanctioned the funds af-
ter Kalyan’s intervention, fol-
lowing his 2024 visit when
temple priests highlighted the
need for these facilities.

Indore Water Contamination
Claims Six Lives So Far

INDORE

Six people have died and over
200 others have been hospi-
talised after an outbreak of
vomiting and diarrhoea linked
to contaminated drinking wa-
ter in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh, officials said on Sat-
urday. The outbreak has pri-
marily affected the Bhagirath-
pura area, where local resi-
dents claim up to 16 people,
including a six-month-old
child, have died.

Indore Collector §
Shivam Verma con- §
firmed that 203 pa-
tients are receiving §
treatment in 41 hos-
pitals across the city,
with 34 admitted to
intensive care units
(ICUs) for close monitoring.
The situation has prompted
urgent action from the state
government.

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav an-
nounced the transfer of Indore
Municipal Commissioner Dil-
ip Kumar Yadav and the sus-
pension of additional munici-
pal commissioner Rohit Sis-
soniya and in-charge superin-

tendent engineer of the Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment Sanjeev Shrivastava.
The decisions were made in
response to the health crisis
caused by contaminated
water.

The state government in-
formed the High Court that
the outbreak is now under
control, with continuous mon-
itoring to prevent any further
spread. Authorities have as-
sured residents that safety
measures and treatment facil-
, [‘ ities are in place,
... and public health
5 teams are working
f to maintain clean
water supply in af-
fected areas.

Mayor Pushyami-
tra Bhargava had
earlier indicated that 10
deaths were reported, high-
lighting confusion over the
exact toll, while residents
continue to raise concerns
about water safety. Health of-
ficials are closely observing
the situation to contain the
outbreak and prevent future
incidents, as the city grapples
with one of its worst recent
public health emergencies.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will visit Thiruvananthapuram to
celebrate BJP’s landmark local body election win in the city

HM Shah To Celebrate BJP Historic
Thlruvananthapuram Victory

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is scheduled to visit Thi-
ruvananthapuram on January
11 to celebrate the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s historic victory
in the Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation elections. The
BJP secured 50 seats out of
101 in the city, marking a ma-
jor milestone in the party’s
growth in Kerala’s urban pol-
itics. Shah’s visit will take
place ahead of a planned visit
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and he is expected to
announce the PM’s visit date.

During his trip, Shah will
meet all victorious BJP repre-
sentatives from the recent lo-
cal body polls and address
them at a special gathering,
appreciating their role in the

party’s breakthrough success.
The state leadership is prepar-
ing a large-scale conference,
which will bring together
elected members, senior lead-
ers, and office-bearers from
across Kerala. The event aims
to celebrate the electoral win
and discuss the party’s future
strategy in the state.

The BJP also gained sup-
port from an independent
councillor, and the election in

one ward, postponed earlier,
is scheduled for January 12.
Party leaders describe the
Thiruvananthapuram Corpo-
ration victory as a turning
point in the BJP’s gradual po-
litical expansion in Kerala,
particularly in urban local
bodies.

Shah’s visit, who also holds
the Cooperation portfolio, is
seen as a strong endorsement
from the central leadership
and a boost to the morale of
the state unit. Preparations are
underway to ensure a warm
welcome, making the pro-
gramme a high-profile politi-
cal event. With both Shah’s
visit and the upcoming visit
of Prime Minister Modi, the
BJP aims to build momentum
and project its growing influ-
ence in Kerala politics.

Kerala Government Freezes K-TET
Implementation Order Immediately

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Saturday decided to freeze its
earlier order on implementing
K-TET for appointments and
promotions in government
and aided schools. The move
comes after concerns over a
recent Supreme Court judg-
ment affecting teachers who
joined service before April 1,
2010.

General Education Minister
V Sivankutty said candidates
who have cleared K-TET Cat-
egory | or II will continue to
be eligible for Lower Primary
(LP) and Upper Primary (UP)
teacher positions. He con-
firmed that the instructions
issued in the January 1, 2026
order will remain suspended
until further notice.

Sivankutty added that the
government would soon file a
review petition in the Su-
preme Court against the judg-
ment, asserting it threatens
the job security of long-serv-
ing teachers. “Not a single
teacher appointed before 2010

.

Ny v

will lose their job,” he
assured.

The minister emphasized
that K-TET, introduced in
2012, should not be applied
retrospectively to teachers ap-
pointed earlier, as this would
violate natural justice and Ar-
ticle 14 of the Constitution.
He warned that enforcing the
judgment with retroactive ef-
fect could lead to significant
job losses and serious social
and economic consequences.

While a K-TET exam is
scheduled for February 2026
for those who wish to acquire
the qualification, the govern-

ment is taking all legal steps
to protect pre-2010 teachers.
Officials have been directed
to expedite the review petition
after consultations with teach-
ers’ organisations and legal
experts.

Sivankutty stressed that
Kerala’s high standards in
education and literacy exist-
ed even before K-TET and
removing experienced teach-
ers would weaken the educa-
tion system. Teachers need
not worry, he said, as the
state is committed to balanc-
ing legal compliance with job
security.

Tamil Nadu CM Announces New Assured Pension

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin on Saturday an-
nounced the long-awaited
“Tamil Nadu Assured Pension
Scheme” (TAPS) for govern-
ment employees and teachers,
fulfilling a demand over two
decades old. The scheme
promises 50 per cent of the
last drawn salary as assured
pension, with the state gov-
ernment providing additional
funding alongside employees’
10 per cent contribution to the
Pension Fund.

Under TAPS, pensioners

will receive Dearness Allow-
ance hikes every six months,
similar to serving employees.
In the event of a pensioner’s
death, 60 per cent of the pen-
sion will be granted to the
nominee as family pension.
Employees dying in service or
at retirement will receive a
death gratuity up to Rs 25
lakh, based on their service
period. Those retiring without
completing qualifying service
will get a minimum pension,
and employees under the pre-
vious Contributory Pension
Scheme will receive a Special
Compassionate Pension.

L4

The state government will
contribute an additional Rs
13,000 crore to the Pension
Fund for TAPS, with annual
expenditure estimated at Rs

!

11,000 crore. Stalin stressed
that despite the current finan-
cial challenges, the govern-
ment will fully bear the cost
to safeguard employees’ and

teachers’ interests.

Representatives of the
Joint Action Council of Tam-
il Nadu Teachers Organisa-
tions and Government Em-
ployees Organisation (JAC-
TO-GEO) welcomed the
scheme, calling it the end of
their 23-year struggle. Of-
fice-bearers thanked the CM,
noting it meets key expecta-
tions. Stalin described the
announcement as a New Year
and Pongal gift, highlighting
the DMK government’s com-
mitment to public welfare
and the Dravidian model of
governance.

BJP Slams Ajit
Pawar Over
Civic Corruption
Allegations

PUNE

Maharashtra BJP president
Ravindra Chavan on Saturday
criticised Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar for alleging
corruption and debt in the
Pimpri-Chinchwad municipal
corporation, which was ruled
by the BJP from 2017 to
2022. Chavan said Pawar
should introspect before lev-
elling charges, warning that
BJP could respond, creating
difficulties for him.

Pawar had claimed that the
civic body had been plagued
by corruption for nine years
and burdened with debt. Cha-
van questioned which party
Pawar’s allegations targeted,
highlighting that the state-
ment appeared politically
timed ahead of the civic polls
scheduled for January 15,
along with 28 other municipal
corporations.

Chavan also explained the
unopposed election of BJP
candidates in Kalyan-Dom-
bivli and other regions, attrib-
uting it to the alliance be-
tween BJP and Shiv Sena
(Eknath Shinde faction), leav-
ing no opposition candidates
in the fray.

Pawar had earlier defended
giving election tickets to can-
didates with criminal back-
grounds, citing his own expe-
rience with allegations in a Rs
70,000 crore irrigation scam.
He stressed that no one is a

Maharashtra BJP hits out
at Ajit Pawar over civic
corruption claims, urging
introspection before
making allegations ahead
of upcoming municipal
elections.

criminal until proven guilty.

The NCP, allied with BJP in
the ruling Mahayuti coalition,
has fielded candidates linked
to the Suryakant Andekar
gang, including Sonali An-
dekar, her sister-in-law Laxmi
Andekar, and others accused
in a murder case, who are cur-
rently in jail.

Chavan’s remarks under-
score the tensions within the
ruling coalition ahead of elec-
tions, highlighting political
rivalries, accountability de-
bates, and the challenge of
managing public perception
in Maharashtra’s civic gover-
nance. The BJP leader’s mes-
sage was clear: introspection
before accusations is essential
to maintain credibility and po-
litical stability.

Abhishek Banerjee
Slams EC BJP Over
Voter Deletions

ALIPURDUAR

Senior TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee on Saturday at-
tacked the Election Commis-
sion and BJP, dubbing Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar as “Vanish Ku-
mar” over alleged arbitrary
voter deletions in West Ben-
gal during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls. He also compared
BJP MPs to “snakes” that
would eventually turn on
those who trusted them.

Addressing a rally in Ali-
purduar, a BJP stronghold,
Banerjee spoke at the second
of his 26 rallies in the 19-day
statewide campaign, Abar Jit-
be Bangla. He claimed eligi-
ble voters were being re-
moved from the list unfairly,
saying TMC leaders had
sought transparency from the
Election Commission in Delhi
but were ignored. “Living cit-
izens are vanishing,” he said,
likening the SIR exercise to
demonetisation, accusing the
Modi government of mislead-
ing the public.

Banerjee warned voters
against trusting the BJP. “BJP
MPs and snakes are the same.
They may be fed, but they
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will still bite,” he said, urging
citizens to support the TMC
in upcoming elections. He de-
scribed Alipurduar as key to
TMC’s comeback in north
Bengal, emphasizing that “not
a single booth can be left” if
the party is to win.

He also accused the BJP of
trying to curtail welfare
schemes like Lakshmir Bhan-
dar in West Bengal and al-
leged failures in BJP-ruled
states, including deaths linked
to “toxic” drinking water in
Madhya Pradesh. Banerjee
urged people to vote in large
numbers using electronic vot-
ing machines to protect dem-
ocratic rights. He said the
2026 elections would be deci-
sive for safeguarding the Con-
stitution and the state’s wel-
fare programmes.

(Tender Reference:

Residence,

karnataka.gov.in

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division,
SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210
No. EE/BId.1/AE-2/AE-1/2025-26/67

INVITATION FORSHORT-TERMTENDER(IFT)

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procure-
ment portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from
eligible Tenderers for below mentioned works. Name of
work: (1) Providing Mezzanine Floors, Antechamber, male
and female toilets, flooring, painting, office tables, chairs
and other allied Electrical works to room no. 16B at Ground
Floor of Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru. (Reserved for S.C.)
PWD/2025-26/BD/WORK_INDENT
30382) Approx. value of work: Rs. 50.60 lakhs. EMD: Rs.
50,600/-. (2) Providing & Laying Cobble Stone, Kerbs and
other improvement works to pathway behind Governor’s
replacement of damaged paver tiles near
Primary Health Centre, Garden Pathway, Glass House
Pathway and other allied works at Raj Bhavan, Bengaluru.
(Reserved for Others) (Tender Reference: PWD/2025-26/
BD/WORK_INDENT30559) Approx. value of work: Rs. 16.13
lakhs. EMD: Rs. 40,400/-. Period of Completion: 2 Months
for each work. Cost of Document: As in e-portal. Last date
for downloading Tender through e-procurement portal and
submission through online: 08.01.2026 up to 4.00 PM. Date
of opening the Tender: as per e-procurement guidelines.
Further information and other details can be obtained from
the above office or from e-procurement portal http://kppp.

DIPR/DD-C.P/4824/KSMCA/2025-26

Date: 31.12.2025

Sd/- Executive Engineer
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Rajasthan Makes Daily
Newspaper Reading
Mandatory

Jaipur
The Rajasthan govern-
ment has made newspa-
per reading compulsory in
all government schools to
boost reading habits, vo-
cabulary, and general
awareness among stu-
dents. As per a December
31 order, students must
read newspapers for at
least 10 minutes during
morning assembly. Senior
secondary and Eng-
lish-medium schools will
subscribe to one Hindi
and one English paper,
while upper primary
schools will have two
Hindi papers. Students
will learn new words daily
and discuss key national
and international news.

Uttarakhand Minister’s
Husband Sparks
Controversy Again

Almora
Girdhari Lal Sahu, hus-
band of Uttarakhand Min-
ister Rekha Arya, sparked
outrage after his remark
on Bihar girls, saying they
could be “bought for Rs
20,000-25,000” during a
December event in Almo-
ra. His comments, on late
marriage, triggered criti-
cism as his wife handles
women and child welfare.
Following the backlash,
Sahu released an apology
video, saying, “If my words
have hurt anyone, | apolo-
gise with folded hands.”
The incident drew wide-
spread attention on social
media and news plat-
forms.

Mob Attacks Police
After TMC Worker
Arrested

Kolkata
Six policemen were in-
jured when a mob at-
tacked them after the ar-
rest of TMC activist Musa
Mollah in Sandeshkhali,
North 24 Parganas. The
Nazat police team went
to Boyermari village Fri-
day night, but villagers
pelted stones and dam-
aged the police vehicle.
Reinforcements helped
take Mollah to the station.
He is accused of forcibly
taking waterbodies for
pisciculture. Two local
TMC leaders, including a
gram panchayat pradhan,
were also detained for in-
stigating the attack. In-
jured cops were treated
and discharged.

Amit Shah: Andaman & Nicobar Islands

to Become Major Revenue Contributor

Amit Shah outlined ambitious development plans for Andaman and Nicobar Islands, projecting
economic growth, strategic importance, and national heritage revitalisation.

SRI VIJAYA PURAM

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands
will become a major contrib-
utor to India’s treasury within
the next 10 years, reversing
their earlier image as a finan-
cial burden. He also ex-
pressed confidence that India,
currently the world’s
fourth-largest economy, will
become the third-largest with-
in two years.

Shah was speaking at the
inauguration and foundation
stone-laying ceremony of de-
velopment projects worth

%373 crore in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. He de-
scribed the islands as a “pil-
grimage site” of India’s free-
dom struggle and highlighted
their growing strategic, eco-

nomic and historical impor-
tance.

Referring to projects such
as international transship-
ment, oil exploration trials
and infrastructure develop-

ment, Shah credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision for transforming the
archipelago. He recalled that
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
had unfurled the national flag
in Andaman on December 30,
1943, and noted that the
Prime Minister honoured
Bose by renaming Ross and
Neil islands as ‘Shaheed’ and
‘Swaraj’. He also mentioned
the naming of 21 islands after
Param Vir Chakra awardees.
Shah said memorials at the
Cellular Jail now tell the
world about the sacrifices of
freedom fighters. He added
that Port Blair has been re-

named Sri Vijaya Puram as
part of efforts to remove sym-
bols of colonial rule.

Highlighting the islands’
strategic location in the In-
do-Pacific, Shah said they
hold immense potential for
tourism and the blue econo-
my. He reiterated the Cen-
tre’s commitment to develop-
ment while preserving
heritage.

During the visit, Shah inau-
gurated road projects, a con-
sumer commission building, a
hospital and ICU, an integrat-
ed command centre, and a
DNA and cyber forensic
laboratory.

ECI Seeks Public
Feedback On
ECINet App

Launch

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has invited citi-
zens to download the ECINet
App and provide suggestions
ahead of its official launch
later this month. Deputy Di-
rector P. Pawan urged users to
submit feedback through the
app’s “Submit a Suggestion”
tab, with submissions open
until January 10.

Developed under Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and election
commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, the
ECINet App was piloted suc-
cessfully
during the
Bihar As-
sembly
Elections
2025 and
subsequent bye-elections. Of-
ficials said the app offers fast-
er voter services, quick publi-
cation of polling percentage
trends, and release of Index
Cards within 72 hours of poll
closure, a process that earlier
took weeks.

The ECI noted that user
feedback will be carefully ex-
amined to make the app more
user-friendly before the for-
mal launch. ECINet integrates
40 separate election-related
applications and websites—
including the Voter Helpline
App (VHA), CVIGIL, Saksh-
am, Polling Trends, and
Know Your Candidate
(KYC)—into a single inter-
face, making voter services
more accessible nationwide.

The platform is being re-
fined continuously based on
input from election officials,
observers, and field staff to
ensure seamless functionality
during elections. Citizens can
download the app from both
the Google Play Store and
Apple App Store.

Rajnath Singh Warns Against
Growing White-Collar Terrorism

UDAIPUR

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday cautioned
against a rise in white-collar
terrorism in India, highlight-
ing that highly educated pro-
fessionals are being drawn
into anti-social and anti-na-
tional activities. Speaking at
Bhupal Nobles’ University’s
104th foundation day, he cited
the November 10 Red Fort
car bomb attack in Delhi,
which killed fifteen people.
Shockingly, several arrested
suspects were doctors trained
to save lives but found han-
dling explosives, including Dr
Umar-un-Nabi, Dr Muzammil
Ganai, Dr Adeel Rather, and
Dr Shaheena Saeed.

Singh stressed that such in-
cidents expose the failure of
the modern education system,
arguing that academic and
professional achievement
alone cannot build responsi-
ble citizens. He said educa-
tion must instil humility, char-
acter, and a sense of du-
ty—"“dharma”—explaining it
as responsibility toward fel-
low citizens and the nation,
not religious rituals.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh warns that highly
educated professionals
are increasingly drawn

into white-collar
terrorism and urges
ethical education to build
character and
responsibility

He also highlighted India’s
achievements in defence and
economic self-reliance, prais-
ing defence startups and ex-
pressing confidence that India
will achieve full self-reliance
in weapon systems within
15-20 years. Singh noted that
India, currently the world’s
fourth-largest economy, is on
course to become the

third-largest by 2030.

The minister urged univer-
sities and research institutions
to adopt a multidisciplinary
approach, focusing on practi-
cal solutions to societal prob-
lems rather than just produc-
ing journal publications. He
said ethical education must
complement technical knowl-
edge to ensure that future pro-
fessionals contribute positive-
ly to society and national se-
curity, preventing educated
individuals from turning to
anti-national activities.

This warning serves as a
reminder that India’s growth
and security depend not only
on knowledge but also on eth-
ics, responsibility, and strong
character.

Oshiwara Police
Arrest 30-Year
Fugitive In
Attempted Murder

MUMBAI

The Oshiwara Police have ap-
prehended H. Yadav, a
30-year-old fugitive who had
been evading arrest since
1994 in an attempted murder
case. The accused had fled
Mumbeai soon after the crime
and remained in hiding for
over three decades. A
non-bailable warrant had been
issued against him, but he
successfully stayed off the au-
thorities’ radar until recently.

Senior police officers said
that ahead of the municipal
corporation elections, teams
reviewed old pending cases
and stepped up efforts to trace
long-absconding accused.
During this exercise, investi-
gators managed to obtain Ya-
dav’s phone number, which
revealed his location in Uttar
Pradesh. Acting on the lead, a
team from Oshiwara Police
travelled to Uttar Pradesh on
New Year’s Eve and arrested
him. Yadav was subsequently
brought back to Mumbai and
produced before a local court.

Police officials highlighted
that the arrest demonstrates
the department’s commitment
to pursuing fugitives, regard-
less of how long they have
evaded the law. The operation
also underscores the value of
coordinated investigation ef-
forts and modern tracking
techniques in solving old
cases.

The case, dating back to
1994, had remained unre-
solved for decades, causing
distress to the victim and the
community. Authorities said
the arrest would provide
closure to the family affected
by the attempted murder
and serve as a warning to
others that fleeing justice
will not protect criminals
indefinitely.

The district administration has banned drones for two days
ahead of Home Minister Amit Shah’s visit for security

Tiruchifappalli Bans Drones
During Amit Shah Visit

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

In view of Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah’s visit to
Tiruchirappalli on January 4
and 5, the district administra-
tion has imposed a complete
ban on flying drones and oth-
er unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs). The restriction ap-
plies throughout the Tiruchi-
rappalli district. District Col-
lector V. Saravanan, IAS,
stated that the ban has been
enforced to ensure the safety
of both the visiting minister
and the general public. He
warned that strict legal action
will be taken against anyone
violating the order.

The administration urged cit-

izens and organisations to fully

cooperate and follow all secu-
rity guidelines during the two-
day restriction. This step is part
of broader security measures
surrounding Shah’s visit.
Earlier, on Saturday, Amit
Shah chaired a Parliamentary
Consultative Committee
meeting of the Ministry of
Home Affairs in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands at Hotel
Sea-Princess, Wandoor. Mem-
bers of Parliament from both
the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha discussed key ministry
policies, internal security,
governance, cybercrime, bor-
der management, and criminal
justice reforms with the Home
Minister. Ministers of State
Nityanand Rai and Bandi
Sanjay Kumar also attended.

Following the meeting,
Shah inaugurated an exhibi-
tion on the Naveen Nyaya
Sanhita at ITF Field in Sri Vi-
jaya Puram and laid the foun-
dation stones for several de-
velopment projects at Netaji
Stadium. He had arrived in
the islands on Friday evening
and was welcomed at Veer
Savarkar International Airport
by Lieutenant Governor Ad-
miral DK Joshi, the Chief
Secretary, senior officials, and
local PRI members.

The drone ban underscores
the administration’s focus on
high-level security during the
Home Minister’s official visit
and ensures smooth conduct
of public and official events
in Tiruchirappalli.

Mahayuti Alliance Secures 68 Unopposed Wins In Maharashtra

MUMBAI

Ahead of Maharashtra’s civic
body elections, 68 candidates
from the ruling Mahayuti al-
liance were elected unop-
posed, highlighting the coali-
tion’s strong grassroots pres-
ence. Of these, 44 candidates

belong to the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP). Friday was
the final day for withdrawal
of nominations, during which
several rival candidates
pulled out, allowing Mahayu-
ti nominees to win without a
contest.

The Kalyan Dombivli Mu-

nicipal Corporation recorded
the highest number of unop-
posed winners, with 21 Ma-
hayuti candidates elected—15
from the BJP and six from the
Shiv Sena. In north Maha-
rashtra, Jalgaon saw 12 un-
contested corporators, evenly
split between the BJP and

Shiv Sena. Similarly, in Pan-
vel, seven BJP candidates
were declared elected unop-
posed.

Bhiwandi witnessed six
BJP wins, despite the area tra-
ditionally being an NCP (Sha-
radchandra Pawar faction)
stronghold. In Thane, Shiv

ED Files Charge Sheet In West
Bengal Sand Smuggling

KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has filed a charge sheet in a
major sand smuggling case in West Bengal, officials said on
Saturday. The charge sheet was submitted within 60 days of the
arrest of Arun Sharaf, owner of GD Mining, and other accused,
to the ED’s special court at Bankshall premises. A total of 14
companies are named in the filing.

The ED claimed that the accused allegedly laundered Rs 145
crore through illegal sand mining and sales. Arun Sharaf, ar-
rested on November 6 last year, is accused of committing mul-
tiple types of fraud by flouting rules under the West Bengal
Sand (Mining, Transport, Storage and Sale) regulations (WB-

MDTCL) to make huge profits.

Investigators said the accused misused truck license plates au-
thorized for sand transport by using the same number for multiple
trucks, often evading detection by state authorities. The sand
transport permits, which included QR codes, were allegedly
forged. Invalid or fake challans were also used to move sand ille-
gally from river or stock points allotted through official auctions.

Sena secured six uncontested
victories, even amid tensions
with the BJP in deputy chief
minister Eknath Shinde’s
home district. Meanwhile, the
Raj Thackeray-led MNS pro-
tested in Thane, questioning
the process used by the ruling
alliance.
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PM Modi To Inaugurate
72nd National
Volleyball Tournament

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will virtually inaugurate
the 72nd National Volleyball
Tournament on January 4 at
12 PM. The event’s main cer-
emony will be held at Dr
Sampoornanand Sports Stadi-
um in Varanasi. The tourna-
ment, running from January 4
to 11, will see over 1,000
players compete across 58
teams representing different
states and institutions. Offi-
cials said the event will high-
light high-level competition,
sportsmanship, and emerging
talent in Indian volleyball.
Hosting the tournament in
Varanasi reflects the city’s
growing focus on sports infra-
structure and its ambition to
become a hub for major na-
tional events. It also aligns
with the government’s broad-
er goal of promoting athletic
development and encouraging
youth participation in sports.
In a related event on Satur-
day, PM Modi inaugurated
the Grand International Expo-
sition of Sacred Piprahwa
Relics, titled “The Light &
the Lotus: Relics of the Awak-
ened One”, at the Rai Pithora
Cultural Complex. The Prime

Minister said that India’s
priceless heritage has returned
after 125 years. The exhibi-
tion features sacred relics of
Lord Buddha, including gem
relics and reliquaries un-
earthed during excavations in
1898 and 1971-1975 at Pip-
rahwa.

Modi expressed that Indian
citizens can now seek bless-
ings from these relics, calling
it a moment of national pride.
He highlighted India’s efforts
to protect its heritage from
exploitation and restore cul-
tural treasures to the country.

The volleyball tournament
and the exhibition together
underscore India’s dual focus
on promoting sports and pre-
serving heritage, reflecting
the government’s efforts to
strengthen both physical cul-
ture and historical conscious-
ness nationwide.

DMK Launches Al Platforms For 2026 Polls

CHENNAI

The DMK on Saturday un-
veiled Al-powered platforms
to gather public suggestions
for its 2026 Tamil Nadu As-
sembly election manifesto.
Chief Minister and party Pres-
ident M.K. Stalin launched
the initiative at Anna Ariva-
layam, including a dedicated
website, Al portal, phone
numbers, email, and social
media channels.

The party aims to ensure
wide public participation in
shaping its vision. Citizens
can share ideas via

WhatsApp, email, website,

social media, and the Al por-
tal tnmanifesto.ai. A 12-mem-
ber manifesto committee led

2

by Deputy General Secretary
Kanimozhi Karunanidhi will
consult with farmers, youth,

women, business owners, and
other groups, traveling across
districts to collect feedback.

The DMK highlighted its
2021 governance record, not-
ing that of 505 manifesto
promises, 404—nearly
80%—have been fulfilled or
are under implementation.
Some commitments, like
scrapping NEET and declar-
ing the Thirukkural a national
scripture, were stalled due to
non-cooperation from the
BJP-led Union government,
while others faced local
protests or administrative
challenges.

The party also introduced

welfare schemes not in the
original manifesto, such as
the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme, Illam Thedi Kalvi,
Pudumai Pen, Naam Muthal-
van, Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam, Kalaignar’s Ka-
navu Illam, and “Ungaludan
Stalin.”

Calling the next phase
“Dravidian Model 2.0,” the
DMK appealed to citizens to
actively contribute ideas for
Tamil Nadu’s future develop-
ment, marking a technolo-
gy-driven approach to inclu-
sive policymaking and partic-
ipatory governance ahead of
the 2026 elections.
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' Pak supports China’s Mediation
claims during Op Sindoor

China mediated India-Pakistan tensions in 2025, while Pakistan supported
Beijing’s role desplte India preferring direct bilateral resolution

Dozens missing after
migrant boat capsizes
off Gambia

Banjul
Dozens of people re-
main missing after a
boat carrying over 200
migrants capsized off
the Gambian coast, the
Defence Ministry said
on Friday. The accident
occurred on Wednes-
day. Officials said 96
people were rescued
and seven bodies were
recovered. The boat
was later found stuck
on a sandbank. Ten sur-
vivors are in critical con-
dition. The migrants are
believed to be from sev-
eral African countries
trying to reach Europe
via the Canary Islands.

Kech kidnapping
surge sparks
security alarm

Balochistan
Rising cases of kidnap-
ping for ransom in Kech
district have raised seri-
ous concerns about law

and order. Political
leaders said govern-
ment inactionisin-
creasing fear and hurt
ing business activity.
National Party presi-
dent Abdul Malik Ba-
loch spoke at a press
conference in Turbat,
organised by All Parties
Kech. He said public
confidence is falling.
Leaders cited the recent
abduction of two well-
known businessmen,
Haseeb Yasin and Shah
Nawaz Gul Jan.

13NCP student
leaders resign over
Jamaat Alliance

Dhaka
Thirteen top leaders of
Bangladesh’s stu-
dent-led National Citi-
zen Party (NCP) have
resigned within eight
days, opposing the par-
ty’s alliance with Ja-
maat-e-Islami ahead of
February elections. The
leaders cited lack of
transparency, political
compromises, and dis-
agreements over deci-
sion-making as reasons
for quitting, reports
said. The NCP was
formed in February
from a large offshoot of
Students Against Dis-
crimination (SAD),
which led the 2024 July
Uprising, with support
from interim govern-
ment chief Muhammad
Yunus.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

® Continued from page |

Pakistan has endorsed China’s
claim of helping defuse ten-
sions with India during Oper-
ation Sindoor, describing Bei-
jing’s role as diplomacy for
peace and part of broader in-
ternational efforts.

Foreign Office spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi said Chi-
nese leadership maintained
constant contact with Paki-
stan’s leaders and reached out
to Indian officials between
May 6 and 10, 2025. He add-
ed that these positive diplo-
matic exchanges helped re-
duce regional tensions and
restore peace and security.
Andrabi affirmed that China’s
characterisation of mediation
was accurate, calling it a
constructive effort in a

critical period.

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi had earlier stated at
a Beijing symposium that ten-
sions between India and Paki-
stan were among the hot is-
sues mediated by China in
2025. Pakistan’s endorsement
comes despite India’s consis-
tent position that the May
conflict was resolved through

direct talks between the Di-
rector Generals of Military
Operations (DGMOs) of both
countries, and that no
third-party intervention is
necessary in bilateral matters.

Operation Sindoor,
launched by India on May 7,
targeted terror infrastructure
in Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir in response to

the Pahalgam attack that
killed 26 civilians. The strikes
led to four days of intense
clashes, ending on May 10
with an understanding to halt
military actions.

During the conflict, Paki-
stan employed Chinese de-
fence technology, underscor-
ing its reliance on Beijing’s
hardware. Andrabi stressed
that China’s involvement re-
flected diplomacy aimed at
regional security and stability,
describing the initiative as
consistent with international
efforts to resolve the crisis
peacefully.

The episode highlights Chi-
na’s growing role as a strate-
gic partner for Pakistan and
its attempt to position itself as
a mediator in South Asian se-
curity disputes.

Taiwan condemns
CCP over alleged
information
warfare

TAIPEI

Taiwan’s National Security
Council Secretary-General
Joseph Wu on Saturday sharp-
ly criticised the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP), calling it
disgusting and sick for al-
leged information warfare and
transnational repression tar-
geting Taiwan.

Wu highlighted Beijing’s
use of social media despite do-
mestic bans, writing on X that
the CCP runs official accounts
specifically to conduct infor-
mation operations against Tai-
wan. He described the re-
gime’s actions as disgusting &

sick, drawing
attention to the
double stan-
dards in its on-
line behaviour.

The remarks followed CCP
state media publishing per-
sonal information of Taiwan-
ese legislator Puma Shen on
an official Facebook page.
Wu condemned the act as
transnational repression that
goes beyond what any society
should tolerate, urging Meta
to remove the post and the in-
ternational community to con-
demn China.

Shen, a Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (DPP) lawmak-
er, has faced multiple actions
from Chinese authorities. In
late October, China’s
Chongqing Public Security
Bureau labeled him wanted
for alleged secessionist
crimes. Arrest warrants were
later issued, along with cash
bounties for online influenc-
ers accused of supporting Tai-
wan independence. China also
suggested Shen could be pur-
sued through Interpol, a claim
Taiwan strongly rejected.
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‘Pakistan families spend most
income on basic necessities’

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s worsening eco-
nomic crisis is forcing house-
holds to dedicate nearly two-
thirds of income to essentials
like food, housing, and elec-
tricity.

A recent government sur-
vey, the Household Integrated
Economic Survey 2024-25,
highlights the severe cost-of-
living pressures Pakistani
families now face. According
to the report, rising inflation,
higher utility tariffs, and per-
sistent economic mismanage-
ment have pushed expendi-
ture on necessities far beyond
sustainable levels. Families
spend about 63 per cent of to-
tal income on food and hous-
ing-related costs, with food
alone accounting for 37 per
cent and housing and utilities
26 per cent.

This focus on survival
comes at the expense of edu-
cation, health, and recreation.
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Households allocate just 2.5
per cent of their budgets to
education, while combined
spending on education,
health, and leisure remains
only 7 per cent. Experts warn
that this decline threatens
long-term human develop-
ment and limits opportunities
for future generations.

The survey also shows
growing dependence on for-
eign remittances and informal
support. Remittances now
contribute nearly 8 per cent of
household income, up from

less than 5 per cent six years
ago, while gifts and external
assistance have more than
doubled. Rural households are
particularly affected due to
limited local employment op-
tions, relying heavily on ex-
ternal aid.

Despite average monthly
incomes rising from PKR
41,500 to over PKR 82,000
in six years, expenditure
growth outpaces income,
surging around 19 per cent
annually and eroding pur-
chasing power. Income in-
equality remains stark, with
the top 20 per cent earning
more than three times the
lowest quintile.

The survey underscores the
urgent need for economic re-
forms and social protection
measures to reduce financial
stress, support human devel-
opment, and improve living
standards for millions of Pa-
kistanis struggling under the
cost-of-living crisis.

EU Chief Kallas
accused of pushing
war agenda

MOSCOw

A senior Russian official
sharply criticized the Europe-
an Union’s foreign policy
leadership, accusing EU for-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas
of pushing the bloc toward
conflict with Russia and Chi-
na. Kirill Dmitriev, head of
the Russian Direct Investment
Fund and special presidential
envoy for economic coopera-
tion, made the remarks on X,
reacting to a video of Kallas
questioning the EU’s ability
to handle risks related to Chi-
na without effectively pres-
suring Russia. Dmitriev
wrote, Idiotic Kaja wants the
EU at war with Russia AND
China, highlighting Moscow’s
view that EU leaders are pur-
suing destabilizing policies.

Kallas, who became EU
High Representative for For-
eign Affairs and Security Pol-
icy in late 2024, is known for
her firm stance on Russia. As
Estonia’s former prime minis-
ter, she has strongly advocat-
ed supporting Ukraine since
Russia’s full-scale invasion in
2022. In her current role, she
has pushed for tougher sanc-
tions on Moscow, increased
military support to Kyiv, and
stronger European defense
cooperation.

The EU, however, rejected
claims that it seeks war with
Russia or China. Officials

Russia accuses EU
foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas of promoting
confrontation with both
Russia and China,
escalating tensions amid
ongoing Ukraine conflict

said Kallas’s statements re-
flect deterrence strategy, em-
phasizing that Europe must
bear economic and political
costs to defend international
law and security. On China,
Brussels considers Beijing a
systemic rival but stresses di-
alogue and economic engage-
ment rather than military con-
frontation.

Analysts say Dmitriev’s re-
marks fit a Kremlin narrative
portraying the West as war-
mongers, aiming to shift
blame for the Ukraine war
and reduce support for Kyiv.
Despite the sharp exchange,
EU officials maintain that di-
plomacy remains central even
as relations with Russia con-
tinue to worsen.

Lahore Nasir Bagh proj halted
over environmental concerns

LAHORE

The controversial underground parking project at Nasir Bagh
in Lahore has been suspended amid environmental concerns
and public outcry. The project faced strong opposition from
civil society and environmental groups, who warned that con-
verting a public park into a parking facility would worsen La-
hore’s already severe air pollution and ecological crisis. Imrana
Tiwana, president of the Lahore Conservation Society, criticised
the plan. The Lahore High Court ordered the project halted,
directing authorities to fully comply with environmental laws
before any construction. Detailed environmental impact assess-
ments, legal clearances, and tree protection plans are now man-
datory. Earlier NESPAK feasibility studies identified 123 trees,
including neem, peepal, sheesham, and date palms, slated for

relocation within Nasir Bagh.

Pakistan FM departs Be1]1ng for strategic dialogue

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar left for Beijing on
Saturday to co-chair the sev-
enth round of the
Pakistan-China Foreign Min-
isters’ Strategic Dialogue on
January 4.

According to the Foreign
Office (FO), Dar is visiting at
the invitation of Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi and
will be the first foreign dig-
nitary to visit China in 2026.
The talks will be jointly
chaired by Dar and Wang Yi
and aim to review bilateral
relations, explore new

areas of cooperation, and
strengthen the all-weather
strategic cooperative partner-
ship between the two
countries.

The FO highlighted that the

Strategic Dialogue is the
highest-level consultative
platform between Islamabad
and Beijing. It allows com-
prehensive assessment of bi-
lateral ties, as well as discus-

Takaichi’s Taiwan stance
raises Japan-China tensions

TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi’s recent state-
ments on Taiwan’s security
role have heightened tensions
with China and sparked con-
cerns over her leadership
approach.

Takaichi, who became Ja-
pan’s first female prime min-
ister on October 21, suggested
that Japan could act in a Tai-
wan emergency, raising
alarms in Beijing. Analysts
and opposition lawmakers
warn that her hardline stance
lacks sufficient moderating
voices, as senior moderates in
the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) and coalition
partners distance themselves
from her positions.

Takaichi is widely seen as
the political heir to late Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, whose
security-focused policies she
admires. However, critics ar-
gue she lacks the consen-
sus-building skills Abe used
to maintain stable relations

with China and coordinate
broader economic and social
policies. Less than a week af-
ter her LDP leadership win,
the coalition partner Komeito
ended its 26-year alliance, cit-
ing dissatisfaction with polit-
ical scandals and governance
style, further limiting checks
on her decisions.

Observers note that Takaic-
hi now has few advisers expe-
rienced in China affairs. For-
mer LDP figures like Hiroshi
Moriyama, who helped re-
sume imports of Japanese
food products from China in
2025, are no longer in her in-
ner circle. Some imports have
since been suspended follow-
ing Takaichi’s Taiwan
remarks.

Economically, she favors
expansionary spending while
sidelining calls to protect fis-
cal credibility. Her bloc holds
a slim majority in the lower
house and lacks a majority in
the upper house, prompting
outreach to other parties for
support.

sions on regional and global
issues of shared interest.

During this round, both sides
are expected to announce ini-
tiatives and programmes to
mark the 75th anniversary of
diplomatic relations, reflect-
ing decades of close political,
economic, and strategic
cooperation.

Dar’s visit follows regular
high-level exchanges between
Pakistan and China, reaffirm-
ing their shared commitment
to enhancing bilateral ties and
promoting regional peace, sta-
bility, and sustainable devel-
opment. The previous, sixth
round of the dialogue was
held in Islamabad in August

last year, during which Wang
Yi met Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, President Asif Ali
Zardari, and Foreign Minister
Dar. China reiterated strong
support for Pakistan and its
commitment to advance re-
gional peace and long-term
stability.

The upcoming dialogue is
expected to reinforce mutual
trust, expand cooperation in
multiple sectors, and further
cement the Pakistan-China
partnership as a cornerstone
of regional diplomacy, signal-
ling both countries’ dedication
to continuing decades of stra-
tegic, political, and economic
collaboration.

KAUNDINYA VOYAGE

INSV Kaundinya approaches

MUSCAT

The Indian Naval sailing ves-
sel INSV Kaundinya is near-
ing its final port of call in
Muscat, Oman, after a histor-
ic maiden overseas voyage
from Porbandar, Gujarat. Cur-
rently about 880 nautical
miles from Muscat, the crew
continues to navigate chang-
ing winds and rough seas,
sharing updates on their prog-
ress.

Sanjeev Sanyal, member of
PM Modi’s Economic Adviso-
ry Council sailing aboard the
vessel, described the challeng-
es of sleeping amid rolling
seas and strong winds, while
highlighting the smooth prog-
ress of the journey. The expe-
dition emphasizes India’s
long-standing connection to
the oceans and its centu-
ries-old maritime traditions.

The voyage was formally
flagged off by Vice Admiral

Krishna Swaminathan, in the
presence of Oman’s Ambassa-
dor Issa Saleh Al Shibani and
senior Indian Navy officers.
The indigenously built stitched
sailing vessel showcases an-
cient Indian shipbuilding tech-
niques using natural materials,
reflecting the nation’s rich
maritime heritage.

During a call with the crew,
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi praised the team for
their professionalism, calling
the voyage a testament to In-
dia’s commitment to maritime
education, cultural preserva-
tion, and training the next gen-

Muscat after hlstorlc voyage

eration of sailors. PM Modi
congratulated the designers,
shipbuilders, and the Indian
Navy for bringing the unique
vessel to life and wished the
crew a safe journey.

The expedition retraces his-
torical maritime routes con-
necting India’s western coast
with Oman, strengthening cul-
tural, commercial, and civili-
sational ties. Its arrival in Mus-
cat is expected to further en-
hance bilateral relations, rein-
force shared maritime heri-
tage, and symbolize centuries
of friendship and cooperation
between the two nations.
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Pakistan stares
at mega economic
crisis in 2026

New Delhi
Pakistan stares at several
economic challenges in
2026 amid continuing low
economic growth, recur-
ring militant attacks and
potential disasters related
to climate change, ac-
cording to a new report. A
report in Nikkei Asia by
Farhan Bokhari said that
the country has avoided
default on its foreign debt
payments owing to a
timely intervention by the
International Monetary
Fundin 2024 with a $7
billion loan through 2027,
but faces major challeng-
es this year. The country’s
prevailing annual eco-
nomic growth rate of just
3 per cent “does not com-
pare well to being barely
above the annual popula-
tion growthrate”. It is also
clear that reviving eco-
nomic growth presents
Pakistan with many tough
challenges, the report
said.

Indians lose overRs
52,976 crore to cyber
frauds over six years

Mumbai
Indians lost over Rs 52,976
crore to various frauds and
cheating cases over the
past six years, with Mahar-
ashtra recording the high-
est monetary losses in
such offences, according
toreports. Losses of about
Rs 19,813 crore and
2177524 cheating related
complaints were recorded
in 2025, according to data
from Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre (14C)
that compiled information
from National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal. Reported
losses in 2024 was Rs
22,849.49 crore with
1,918,852 complaints, and
smaller sums were record-
ed in earlier years pointing
to a worrying surge in fi-
nancial crimes such as in-
vestment traps, digital ar-
rest, online scams and
banking frauds.

Delhi-NCR clocks
highest yearly average
residential price rise

New Delhi
Delhi-NCR recorded the
highest yearly average
residential price rise at
23 percentin 2025 --
from Rs 7,550 square
feetin 2024 to about Rs
9,300 per sq ftin 2025,
according to a new re-
port. On an annual basis,
the collective average
housing price rose by 8
per cent in the top seven
cities - from Rs 8,590
per sq ft by Q4 2024-
end to around Rs 9,260
per sq ft at Q4 2025-
end, according to Anaro-
ck Research data. The
other major cities re-
corded single-digit price
appreciation, ranging be-
tween 4-9 per centin
2025 as against last
year’s 13-27 per cent in
2024, the report men-
tioned. Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR),
Pune, Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad and Delhi-NCR.

Amazon Allows Limited
Remote Work for US Employees

Amazon has allowed select US employees stuck in India to work
remotely, but under strict operational restrictions.

NEW YORK

US tech giant Amazon has
permitted a group of US-
based employees stranded in
India due to prolonged visa
delays to continue working
remotely until March 2, 2026,
though under tightly defined
conditions. The temporary re-
laxation applies only to em-
ployees awaiting rescheduled
US visa appointments and
marks an exception to Ama-
zon’s otherwise strict five-
day, in-office work policy.
According to an internal
memo cited by Business In-
sider, the policy covers staff
who were physically present
in India as of December 13.
While these employees may
continue remote work, Ama-

zon has placed sweeping re-
strictions on the nature of
tasks they are allowed to per-
form. They are prohibited
from coding, testing, or trou-
bleshooting software, visiting
Amazon offices, negotiating
or signing contracts, and man-
aging teams, customers, or
business partners.

The memo explicitly states
that “all reviews, final deci-
sion making, and sign offs
should be undertaken outside

India,” underlining that the
restrictions are mandated by
compliance with local laws. It
further stresses that there are
“no exceptions to these re-
strictions,” signalling a rigid
enforcement approach despite
the unusual circumstances
faced by affected employees.

The visa-related disruptions
impacting Amazon workers
are part of a broader global
issue. US missions in several
countries have reported de-
lays as enhanced social media
screening requirements are
implemented. These checks
apply not only to H-1B work-
ers but also to their depen-
dents and individuals apply-
ing for F, J, and M category
visas, which include students
and exchange visitors. In

some cases, processing delays
are reportedly stretching close
to a year.

Other technology compa-
nies have also taken note of
the problem. Google warned
employees in December
against travelling internation-
ally after learning that re-en-
try visa processing at US em-
bassies and consulates could
face “significant” delays of up
to 12 months.

The issue disproportionate-
ly affects Indian profession-
als. India-born workers ac-
counted for more than 70 per
cent of approved H-1B visas
in 2024, driven by a long-
standing backlog and the high
demand for skilled talent from
India in the US technology
sector.

NSE holds
investor
awareness
programme

NEW DELHI

Investor awareness is the
strongest foundation for Gu-
jarat’s growing investor base,
said Ashishkumar Chauhan,
MD & CEO of the National
Stock Exchange of India
(NSE). Speaking at an Inves-
tor Awareness Programme
(IAP) in Gujarat’s Rajkot, the
MD & CEO of the stock ex-
change said that the initiative
can empower citizens and
caution them against fraud.

“At NSE, we believe that
informed investors make bet-
ter decisions, which contribute
to long-term economic wealth
creation. Through initiatives
like this Investor Awareness
Programme, we aim to em-
power citizens with the right
knowledge, caution them
against frauds, and help them
participate safely in India’s
growth story,” Chauhan said.
The event aimed to enhance
financial literacy, promote re-
sponsible investing, and
strengthen investor aware-
ness, according to a statement
from the NSE.

Gujarat has about 1.1 crore
registered investors, making it
the third largest state by inves-
tor base with an 8.7 per cent
share of India’s total investors
and a 10 year compound annu-
al growth rate of over 17 per
cent in the number of inves-
tors. About 11 lakh new inves-
tors were added in 2025, and
Rajkot accounted for more
than 55 per cent of new regis-
trations in the state.

About 28 per cent of inves-
tors from Gujarat are women,
higher than the national aver-
age of 25 per cent. The pro-
gramme witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from new and
existing investors, profession-
als, and students. NSE has
conducted over 16,000 Inves-
tor Awareness Programmes in
FY25-26, so far reaching 8.3
lakh participants across the
country.

These initiatives span stu-
dents, women entrepreneurs,
rural investors, armed forces
personnel, and first-time in-
vestors, the statement said.

A fresh debate has emerged over gig work conditions after a union
disputed Zomato CEQ’s earnings claims.

Debate Erupts Over Working
Conditions in QUICk Commerce

MUMBAI

A renewed debate over labour
conditions in India’s rapidly
expanding quick commerce
sector erupted on Saturday
after a Telangana-based gig
workers’ union sharply criti-
cised Zomato CEO Deepinder
Goyal for defending the com-
pany’s delivery partner mod-
el. The union described exist-
ing conditions as “not decent
work,” pushing back strongly
against Goyal’s public claims
on rider earnings and welfare.

The controversy followed a
detailed post by Goyal on so-
cial media platform X, where
he outlined how delivery part-
ners earn on Zomato and its
quick commerce arm Blinkit.
According to the CEO, deliv-
ery partners earned an aver-
age of *102 per hour in 2025,
excluding tips — up from 392
per hour in 2024 — represent-
ing a 10.9 per cent year-on-

year increase.

“In 2025, average earnings
per hour (EPH), excluding
tips, for a delivery partner on
Zomato were X102. In 2024,
this number was %92,” Goyal
wrote. He added that earnings
per hour have shown steady
growth over a longer period,
presenting the data as evi-
dence of improving financial
outcomes for delivery
partners.

Goyal further emphasised
the flexibility offered to gig
workers, stating that delivery
partners are free to choose
their working hours, retain
100 per cent of customer tips,
and are not compelled into
unsafe driving practices due
to rapid delivery commit-

ments such as 10-minute
guarantees. He also highlight-
ed welfare initiatives, includ-
ing insurance coverage and
pension support, as part of
Zomato’s efforts to support its
delivery workforce.

However, the Telangana
Gig and Platform Workers
Association (TGPWA) reject-
ed the company’s assessment,
arguing that the figures pre-
sented do not reflect the lived
reality of most riders. In a
counter-post on X, the union
said that once essential ex-
penses such as fuel, vehicle
maintenance, and other
operational costs are deduct-
ed, actual earnings fall
significantly.

According to the union, real
take-home earnings for many
delivery partners drop to
around %81 per hour after ex-
penses, raising concerns about
sustainability and income
security.

South Korean budget minister
pick faces growing pressure

SEOUL

Lee Hye-hoon, the nominee
to head the newly established
Ministry of Planning and
Budget, came under intensify-
ing political pressure on Sat-
urday to step down as suspi-
cions of her husband's past
real estate speculation
emerged following revela-
tions of her mistreating an
intern while serving as a law-
maker. Lee, a former three-
term lawmaker from the con-
servative bloc, has drawn
criticism from both the ruling
and opposition parties since
her surprise nomination by
President Lee Jae Myung on
Sunday.

Some members of the rul-
ing Democratic Party have
voiced discomfort over the
economist-turned-politician's
past remarks supporting for-

mer President Yoon Suk
Yeol's failed martial law bid,
while the main opposition
People Power Party (PPP) has
branded her a traitor.

The PPP has stepped up its
offensive ahead of Lee's con-
firmation hearing, cit-
ing recently disclosed
audio recordings of
Lee abusively repri-
manding an intern
during her time in the
National Assembly.

On Saturday, PPP Rep. Joo
Jin-woo also claimed that
Lee's husband engaged in real
estate speculation by purchas-
ing large tracts of land near
Incheon International Airport,
west of Seoul, about a year
before it officially opened in
2001. Joo released copies of
land registry documents
showing that the husband
bought a 6,612-square-meter

plot on Yeongjong Island in
Incheon in 2000, when the
couple was living in Seoul.

The lawmaker argued that
the land was later expropriat-
ed by state-run land develop-
ment corporations in 2006 for
about 3.91 billion won
($2.7 million), claim-
ing the couple made
more than three times
their initial investment
in just six years.

Rep. Park Sung-
hoon, the PPP's chief spokes-
person, urged Lee to apolo-
gize and step away from pol-
itics. "What is important is
that this is not just a one-off
mistake but an expression of
a warped sense of privilege
that tramples on the weak
through the abuse of power,"
commented Park on the nom-
inee's past admonishing of her
intern.

India Now Has 132 Compressed Blogas Plants: Hardeep Singh Puri

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri on Saturday said
that India has made signifi-
cant progress in strengthening
its clean energy ecosystem,
with the country now operat-
ing 132 compressed biogas
(CBG) plants producing a
combined 920 tonnes per day
(TPD).

In a post on social media
platform X, Puri emphasised
the transformation of agricul-
tural and organic waste into
productive energy resources.
“What was once waste is now

powering progress. India has
132 Compressed Bio Gas
plants producing 920 TPD to-
day, with more capacity com-
ing up under Sustainable Al-
ternative Towards Affordable
Transportation (SATAT),” he
wrote. The SATAT initiative
aims to promote compressed
biogas as a green and afford-
able transportation fuel while
supporting rural livelihoods
and reducing carbon
emissions.

The minister said the initia-
tive reflects the government’s
commitment to sustainability
and farmer welfare under the
leadership of Narendra Modi.

According to Puri, the con-
version of farm residue and
organic waste into clean fuel
has not only reduced emis-
sions but also generated addi-

tional income streams in rural
areas.

Highlighting the broader
growth of India’s household
and fuel infrastructure, the
minister said the country now
has an extensive energy distri-
bution network. “India’s
household and fuel ecosystem
today spans across 33 crore
LPG households,” he said,
noting that this includes 10.35
crore beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na. He added that the govern-
ment has announced an addi-
tional 25 lakh connections,
which will take the total num-
ber of Ujjwala connections to

10.60 crore.

Puri further stated that India
currently has 1.58 crore piped
natural gas (PNG) house-
holds, reflecting steady prog-
ress in providing cleaner
cooking fuel to urban and
semi-urban homes. The coun-
try’s transport fuel infrastruc-
ture has also expanded rapid-
ly, with 8,428 compressed
natural gas (CNG) stations
now operational nationwide.
In addition, India’s gas pipe-
line network has reached
25,429 kilometres, alongside
a steady increase in liquefied
natural gas (LNG) capacity to
meet rising demand.

Uttarakhand to Launch
Malta Mission to
Boost Citrus Farming

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Sat-
urday unveiled plans to
launch a dedicated “Malta
Mission” aimed at significant-
ly boosting the production of
the citrus fruit and positioning
the hill state as the horticul-
ture capital of India. The an-
nouncement was made while
addressing the Uttarakhand
Malta Festival 2026 held in
Dehradun.

Speaking at the event, Dha-
mi underlined the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
farmers under the leadership
of Narendra Modi. He an-
nounced that farmers in Ut-
tarakhand would receive an
80 per cent subsidy for mi-
cro-irrigation facilities, a
move aimed at improving wa-
ter efficiency and increasing
orchard productivity. “Just as
we launched the Apple and
Kiwi policies, a Malta Mis-
sion will also be initiated. Es-
tablishing orchards of citrus
fruits is our government’s pri-
ority,” the Chief Minister
said.

Dhami explained that the
Malta Festival, organised in
Dehradun on Saturday, would
be expanded to other districts
in the coming days to create
awareness among farmers and
stakeholders. He also revealed
plans to organise a major pro-
motional event in Delhi to

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami
announced a Malta
Mission to transform
Uttarakhand into
India’s horticulture
capital.

give the Malta fruit wider rec-
ognition at the national and
international levels. “We want
Malta from Uttarakhand to
gain a distinct identity across
markets,” he told reporters.

Drawing parallels with ear-
lier initiatives, Dhami pointed
to the success of the Kiwi
Mission, which resulted in a
substantial increase in kiwi
production in the state. “Sim-
ilarly, we will launch a Malta
Mission to substantially in-
crease Malta production,” he
said, expressing confidence
that the focused programme
would benefit farmers in the
hill regions by providing them
with a stable and profitable
horticulture alternative.

The Chief Minister’s an-
nouncement comes close on
the heels of significant assur-
ances from the Centre. Last
week, Union Minister for Ag-
riculture, Farmers’ Welfare
and Rural Development
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that, with central support, sev-
eral major initiatives
have been launched for
Uttarakhand.

NTPC sanctions Rs
23.16 crore to upgrade
radiotherapy services

MUMBAI

NTPC Limited has signed
a memorandum of agree-
ment (MoA) with Gujarat
Cancer and Research Insti-
tute (GCRI) for the upgra-
dation of radiotherapy ser-
vices, it was announced on
Saturday. According to a
Ministry of Power state-
ment, NTPC’s Western
Region—I Headquarters,
Mumbai, signed the MoA.
Under this CSR initiative,
NTPC has sanctioned Rs
23.16 crore for the upgra-
dation of radiotherapy ser-
vices at the Siddhpur Sat-
ellite Centre of GCRI,
Ahmedabad.

“The support will be uti-
lised for the procurement
and installation of a
high-energy Linear Accel-
erator (LINAC), signifi-
cantly enhancing advanced
cancer treatment capabili-
ties and improving access
to quality radiotherapy
services for patients in the
region,” according to the
official statement.

This reaffirms NTPC’s
commitment to inclusive
development and its
continued focus on
strengthening critical
healthcare infrastructure
through meaningful CSR
interventions.

The MoA was ex-
changed between Dr. Sha-
shank Pandya, Director,

GCRI, and E. Satya Phani
Kumar, Regional Execu-
tive Director (West-I),
NTPC, in the presence of
senior officials from both
organisations.

Late last month, the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT) Bombay and
NTPC completed the drill-
ing of India's first well for
testing the viability of
geological carbon dioxide
(CO2) storage in sedimen-
tary formations such as
coal and sandstone.

The collaboration,
launched under the aegis
of NITT Aayog in Novem-
ber 2022, brought together
NETRA - the R&D wing
of NTPC, and the Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences,
IIT Bombay, to build In-
dia's first geological stor-
age atlas for coalbed meth-
ane-rich coalfields.

The atlas provided lay-
er-by-layer simulation re-
sults with experimentally
validated inputs for quan-
tifying the potential for
geological CO2 storage in
four major coalfields.

The country achieved its
first dedicated well, reach-
ing a depth of 1200m in
September, for potential
CO2 storage. The drilling
site in Pakri Barwadih, in
the vicinity of a coal min-
ing area in Jharkhand's
Hazaribagh, was complet-
ed on November 15.
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miss key domestic assignments,

India batter Shreyas Iyer is all set
to make his return to competitive
cricket after a lengthy injury layoff,
providing a major boost to Mumbai
in the ongoing Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy. The 31-year-old will represent
Mumbai against Himachal Pradesh
| in their upcoming group-stage
clash scheduled for January 6 at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur.
Iyer has received conditional
clearance from the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India Centre of
Excellence in Bengaluru, marking
the final step in his rehabilitation
process. According to reports, the
Mumbai batter spent ten days at the
facility undergoing the concluding
phase of his recovery. As part of
the return-to-play protocol, he fea-
tured in a practice match on Janu-
ary 2, where he batted pain-free
and completed all fitness and field-
ing drills without any signs of dis-
comfort, satisfying the medical
staff overseeing his comeback.
The right-hander had suffered a
serious injury while fielding near
the boundary during India’s third
ODI against Australia in Sydney,
when a fall on his rib cage resulted
in internal bleeding and damage to
his spleen. The injury forced him to

tional future.

format.

SHREYASIYER

' Set for Competitive Return

including the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy, as well as the subsequent
home ODI series, raising concerns
about his immediate interna-

Historically, Iyer has
been one of Mumbai’s
most dependable per-
formers in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy.
Known for his ag-
gressive stroke
play and ability
to dominate
bowling attacks,
he has produced
several high-im-
pact innings, in-
cluding a rapid
50-ball century
against Karnata-
ka. Last season,
he finished as
Mumbai’s highest
run-scorer, amassing
325 runs in just five
matches, underlining his
importance in the one-day

-
With India’s ODI squad for
the upcoming New Zealand series
set to be announced soon, Iyer’s
return has added an intriguing di-
mension to the selection debate.
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Hardik Pandya’s explosive maiden List A

century powered Baroda’s recovery and
underlined his red-hot form

vl
Hardik Pandya Blazes to
Maiden List A Century

RAJKOT

India’s premier all-round-
er Hardik Pandya pro-
duced a sensational in-
nings to register his maid-
en List A century, con-
tinuing a golden run of
form for Baroda against
Vidarbha in the ongoing
Vijay Hazare Trophy at
the Niranjan Shah Stadi-
um on Saturday. Walking
in at a precarious 71 for
five after 20 overs, Pan-
dya arrived at number
seven with Baroda in dire
need of stability. He be-
gan cautiously, focusing
on rebuilding the innings
and forging partnerships,
before steadily shifting
gears. The right-hander
reached his half-century
in just 44 balls, displaying
control and composure
amid mounting pressure.
Once set, Pandya un-
leashed his full repertoire.
He needed only 24 addi-
tional deliveries to surge
from fifty to a breathtak-
ing hundred, bringing up
the landmark in just 68
balls. The defining mo-
ment of his knock came
in the 39th over, when he
tore into the Vidarbha at-
tack for 34 runs, hammer-
ing five towering sixes
and a boundary in a stun-

ning display of power-hit-
ting. Pandya eventually
departed for a command-
ing 133 off 92 balls, an
innings studded with 11
sixes and eight fours.
Courtesy of Pandya’s
charismatic effort, Baroda
recovered strongly to post
a competitive 293 for nine
in their allotted 50 overs.
The rest of the batting
line-up, however, strug-
gled to get going, with no
other batter able to cross
the 30-run mark against a
disciplined Vidarbha
bowling unit. Vidarbha’s
resistance was led by Yash
Thakur, who claimed a
four-wicket haul, while
Nachiket Bhute and Parth
Rekhade provided able
support with two wickets
apiece. Despite their ef-
forts, Pandya’s assault en-
sured Baroda had a fight-
ing total on the board.
Notably, this was Pan-
dya’s first appearance for
Baroda this season. Over-
all, he has now featured in
119 List A matches, in-
cluding 94 ODIs for India,
eight games for India A,
and 17 for Baroda. Across
the format, Pandya has
amassed 2,300 runs and
captured 110 wickets, un-
derlining his value as a
genuine all-rounder.

reviving India’s selection
. debates nationwide

attention.
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KKR Release Mustafizur Rahman
Following BCCI Directive

® Continued from page 1

The Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) have officially con-
firmed the release of Bangla-
desh pacer Mustafizur Rahman
from their squad ahead of the
upcoming Indian Premier
League season. The decision
follows explicit instructions
from the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), amid
widespread controversy and
intense public debate surround-
ing the player’s participation in
the tournament. In an official
statement, the franchise said
that the IPL governing body
had directed KKR to release
Rahman and that the move was
implemented after following
due process. The statement fur-

ther clarified that the BCCI has
permitted KKR to sign a re-
placement player in accor-
dance with IPL regulations,
with further details to be an-
nounced in due course. The
directive underscores the gov-
erning body’s authority in reg-
ulating squad compositions
and ensuring that the league
operates within its broader ad-
ministrative framework. Earlier
in the day, BCCI secretary De-
vajit Saikia confirmed that the
board had instructed the three-
time champions to release the
left-arm pacer while allowing
them to look for a suitable re-
placement. The confirmation
brought an end to days of spec-
ulation over Rahman’s future
with the franchise.

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

Indian National Car Racing
Championship Reaches

CHENNAI

The MMSC FMSCI In-
dian National Car Racing
Championship 2025 enters its
most crucial phase as the
third and penultimate round
gets underway on January 4
and 5 at the Madras Interna-
tional Circuit. With champi-
onship titles still open across
all categories, the weekend is
expected to witness fierce
competition as drivers push
hard for vital points.
Originally scheduled for
December 6 and 7, the third
round had to be postponed
following inclement weather
conditions caused by Cyclone
Ditwah. The revised dates
now set the stage for a packed
racing card featuring 12 races
and as many as 61 entries.
The spotlight will firmly be
on the two single-seater cate-
gories — Formula 2000 and
Formula 1600 — which will
be run concurrently and boast
grids packed with emerging
young talent. In the MRF For-
mula 2000 category, Bengal-
uru teenager Ishaan Madesh,

Penultimate Ro
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fresh

from

clinching the Na-

tional Karting title, will
resume his keen rivalry with
Pune’s 17-year-old Arjun Ch-
heda. Chheda currently leads
the championship, but the
margin is razor-thin, with just
two points separating the pair.
Equally tight is the contest in
the MRF Formula 1600 class,
where Pune’s Sai Shiva Shan-
karan holds a narrow four-
point advantage over Bengal-
urean Arjun S Nair, setting up
an exciting duel over the
weekend. The touring car seg-
ment, comprising four
sub-classes — Indian Touring
Cars (ITC), ITC 1625, Indian
Junior Touring Cars (IJTC),
and Super Stock — along
with the MRF Saloons and
Formula LGB 1300 catego-
ries, also promises high dra-
ma. Drivers across these
classes will be constantly
checking their mirrors as ri-

title]battles}
Bintensifyingy

vals -
look to —~ ey
close gaps in the
standings. In the premier
ITC category, former national
champion Arjun Balu from
Coimbatore leads the stand-
ings with a comfortable
29-point cushion. However,
local favourite Ritesh Rai re-
mains a major threat after a
stunning triple crown in
Round 2, despite missing the
opening round. Rai currently
sits fourth in the champion-
ship, behind Dhruv Chavan
and defending champion Bi-
ren Pithawalla, keeping the
title race intriguingly poised.
One of the most remarkable
stories of the season contin-
ues to be that of 80-year-old
Vidyaprakash Damodaran
from Coimbatore.

Azizul Hakim to lead Bangladesh
squad for U19 World Cup 2026

DHAKA

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) on Saturday
named Azizul Hakim as cap-
tain of a strong squad for the
upcoming ICC Men's Un-
der-19 World Cup, to be
co-hosted by Zimbabwe and
Namibia, with Zawad Abrar
appointed as his deputy. Ban-
gladesh have banked on expe-
rience and current form to
select a 15-member squad.
The board has also announced
eight standby players who can
be used in case of injury. The
team will begin their cam-
paign against India on Janu-
ary 17. Bangladesh captain
Azizul and vice-captain have

been in good touch. The duo
have scored over 1,000 runs
in Youth ODIs since the last
U19 World Cup. Kalam Sid-
diki, with 857 runs in this pe-
riod, is another batter to
watch out for in the team.

Azizul's team also carries
an experienced bowling at-
tack, with pacers Igbal Hos-
sain and Al Fahad expected to
get plenty of support in
pace-friendly conditions in
Zimbabwe. The duo have
been the most successful
bowlers since the last U19
World Cup, with 45 and 43
wickets to their names respec-
tively.

Bangladesh will need to be
at their best in a tough Group

B that includes India, New
Zealand, and the USA. From
the four groups, three teams
each will advance to the Su-
per Sixes, followed by the
semi-finals and the final.

In all, 16 teams will partic-
ipate in the 2026 ICC Un-
der-19 Men's Cricket World
Cup, with 41 matches to be
played in the tournament. The
16 teams will be divided into
four groups, with the top three
teams from each group ad-
vancing to the Super Six
stage. The fourth-placed
teams in Group A and D will
face each other, while the
fourth-placed teams in Group
B and C will face each other
in the placement stage.

Defending
Champions and
Elite Contenders
Set for Thrilling

Showdown
MUMBAI

The 21st edition of the Mum-
bai Marathon, a prestigious
World Athletics Gold Label
event, promises a compelling
mix of seasoned champions
and emerging talent, underlin-
ing the growing depth of Indi-
an distance running. Scheduled
for January 18, Asia’s premier
marathon will once again place
the spotlight firmly on domes-
tic athletes, with defending
champions Anish Thapa and
Nirmaben Thakor leading the
charge in the men’s and wom-
en’s elite categories, respec-
tively. The stakes are high,
with substantial prize money
on offer. The top three finish-
ers in both Indian Elite catego-
ries will earn %5 lakh, %4 lakh,
and %3 lakh respectively. Add-
ing to the excitement are per-
formance-based incentives,
including a %2 lakh bonus for
breaking the event record and
a X1 lakh jackpot for setting a
new Indian event record.

HIL OPENER CHALLENGE

Soorma Hockey Club Ready to ~3
Test Champions Bengal Tigers

CHENNAI

ahead. Head coach Philippe

Soorma Hockey Club captain Harman-
preet Singh has expressed strong confi-
dence in his side’s readiness as they pre-
pare to face defending champions Ben-
gal Tigers in their opening match of the
Hockey India League on Sunday. The
fixture promises to be a stern early test
for Soorma as they look to set the tone
for their campaign against one of the
tournament’s most formidable teams.
With much of last season’s core squad
retained, Soorma Hockey Club have fo-
cused their pre-season efforts on refine-
ment rather than reconstruction. Training
sessions have placed particular emphasis
on disciplined defensive structures, man-
aging transitions against top-quality op-
position, and improving execution inside
the shooting circle. Special attention has
also been given to penalty corner con-
versions, an area the team believes could
be decisive in closely fought encounters.
We’re calm, we’re clear, and we’re
ready to take on the champions, Harman-
preet Singh said ahead of the match. He
underlined the importance of familiarity
within the squad, noting that the shared
experience of playing together allows the
team to stay composed under pressure.
According to the skipper, Soorma’s ap-
proach will revolve around creating sus-
tained pressure, capitalising on scoring
opportunities, and making smart deci-
sions in critical moments. He also high-
lighted the significance of the HIL as a
platform to build rhythm and confidence
with a demanding international calendar

with a proven
pedigree.

Goldberg
pointed
out that
facing
the

reign-
ing
champions
requires con-

opening whistle.

Goldberg echoed the captain’s
sentiments, stressing that discipline
and intent would be key against a side

centration across
all phases of play,
from defensive organisa-
tion to attacking efficiency.
He added that continuity with-
in the squad has instilled belief
and clarity, allowing the team to pre—
prepare with purpose and con- | 3
fidence rather than uncertainty. *
As Soorma Hockey Club step

into their first fixture of the '
season, the game plan is
straightforward: remain
composed, trust the system,
and be ready to challenge
the champions from the

winning/’
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GIANNIS Seals Thriller
as Bucks Edge Hornets

Giannis
Antetoko-
unmpo delivered
a historic night as
Milwaukee triumphed,
while San Antonio
L4 continued Indiana’s

-

WISCONSIN

NBA superstar Giannis An-
tetokounmpo produced a
breathtaking all-round per-
formance to guide the Mil-
waukee Bucks to a dramatic
122—121 victory over the
visiting Charlotte Hornets.
Antetokounmpo scored 30
points and capped his outing
in emphatic fashion with a
game-winning alley-oop
dunk that sent the home
crowd into raptures.

Along with his scoring,
the Bucks forward grabbed

misery.

10 rebounds and handed out
five assists, achieving a sta-
tistical milestone that further
cemented his legacy. The
performance marked his
158th career game with at
least 30 points, 10 rebounds,
and five assists — the most
in NBA history. In doing so,
Antetokounmpo surpassed
legends Oscar Robertson
and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,
with whom he had previous-
ly shared the record. Mil-
waukee received valuable
support from Ryan Rollins,
who enjoyed a career night
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with 29 points on an ul-
tra-efficient 11-0f-13 shoot-
ing while also contributing
eight assists. Bobby Portis
provided a strong spark off
the bench, scoring 20 points
as the Bucks claimed their
third win in four outings,
continuing a positive run of
form. For Charlotte, Mil-
waukee native Kon Knuep-
pel led the scoring with 26
points, while Miles Bridges
chipped in with 25. Brandon
Miller added 19 points and
nearly became the hero for
the Hornets, narrowly miss-

ing a buzzer-beating shot
that would have stolen the
game. The narrow defeat ex-
tended Charlotte’s losing
streak to three games.

In another NBA fixture,
the San Antonio Spurs de-
feated the Indiana Pacers
123-113 in Indianapolis,
handing the hosts their 11th
consecutive loss. De’Aaron
Fox led all scorers with 24
points, while Stephon Castle
came close to a triple-dou-
ble, finishing with 19 points,
eight rebounds, and eight
assists.

SMU Stuns No. 21 Arizona to
Claim Holiday Bowl Victory

SAN DIAGO

Quarterback Kevin Jennings
delivered a dynamic perfor-
mance as SMU Mustangs de-
feated No. 21 Arizona Wild-
cats 24-19 in the Holiday
Bowl, snapping a five-game
postseason losing streak and
restoring momentum to the
program.

Jennings threw for 278
yards, completing 21 of 32
passes, and set the tone early
with an electrifying 80-yard
completion on a trick raz-
zle-dazzle play on just the
second snap from scrimmage.
The junior quarterback or-
chestrated an efficient offense
that built a commanding 24-0
halftime lead, proving deci-
sive despite second-half ad-
versity.

The Mustangs capitalised
on Jennings’ poise and play-
making, as he set up two
rushing touchdowns by T.J.
Harden and another by Stone
Eby. SMU’s fast start gave
them enough cushion to with-
stand a turbulent second half
in which Jennings threw three
interceptions.

Arizona mounted a late
comeback behind quarterback
Noah Fifita, who threw three
touchdown passes to pull the
Wildcats back into conten-
tion. However, unlike their
previous appearance in the
Holiday Bowl, the Mustangs
held firm and closed out the
game to secure the victory.
Both teams finished the sea-
son with identical 9—4 re-
cords.

SMU head coach Rhett

Lashlee praised his players
for restoring the program’s
national relevance. These
guys brought our program
back, Lashlee said. In the last
three years, we’ve won 31
games. Two of those were our
first two seasons in the ACC,
and we’ve won more games
in the conference than anyone
else. They’ve put us back on
the national stage with a Col-
lege Football Playoff berth
and now a Holiday Bowl win.

The victory was particular-
ly significant given SMU’s
recent postseason struggles,
including a heavy 3810 loss
to Penn State Nittany Lions in
the opening round of last sea-
son’s College Football Play-
off. This time, the Mustangs
showed resilience and compo-
sure to finish the job.

For SMU, the Holiday
Bowl triumph represents
more than just a single win, it
signals sustained progress, re-
newed confidence, and grow-
ing stature as the program
continues to establish itself
among college football’s na-
tional contenders.

Steve Smith Backs Usman Khawaja
to Shine in Farewell Test

SYDNEY

Australia stand-in captain
Steve Smith has voiced strong
confidence in veteran opener
Usman Khawaja, backing him
to deliver a memorable per-
formance in his final Test
match as Australia face En-
gland cricket team at the icon-
ic Sydney Cricket Ground.

The fifth and final Test of
the series, scheduled to begin
on Sunday, January 4, will
mark the end of Khawaja’s
distinguished Test career after
the left-hander announced his
retirement from international
cricket. The SCG encounter is
set to be an emotional affair,
with Khawaja stepping onto
the field for one last time in
the longest format of the
game, in front of home sup-
porters.

Speaking ahead of the
match, Smith reflected on his
long association with Khawa-
ja, having shared the field
with him since their junior
cricket days. The stand-in
skipper praised Khawaja’s re-

silience, experience, and calm
presence at the top of the or-
der, qualities that have de-
fined his career and made him
a key figure in Australia’s
red-ball setup over the years.

Usman has always been
someone who thrives on big
occasions, Smith said. I’ve
known him since we were
kids coming through the sys-
tem together, and he’s grown
into a player who understands
his game exceptionally well. I
think he’ll really enjoy the
moment and play the way he
knows best.

Zlbanejad Makes Winter
CLASSIC HISTORY

MIAMI

Mika Zibanejad delivered a
night to remember, recording
the first-ever hat trick in a
Winter Classic and adding
two assists as the New York
Rangers cruised to a com-
manding 5-1 victory over the
Florida Panthers in Miami.
The historic outdoor game
was played before a sellout
crowd of 36,153 at loanDepot
Park, home of the Miami
Marlins, marking another suc-
cessful showcase for the
NHL’s marquee outdoor
event, the Winter Classic. Zi-
banejad set the tone early,
opening the scoring with a
power-play goal at 15:09 of
the first period. The tally was
his 116th power-play goal for
the Rangers, drawing him lev-
el with franchise legends Ca-

Mika Zibanejad starred
with a historic hat trick
as Rangers dominated
Panthers in a memorable
Winter Classic.

mille Henry and Chris
Kreider for the most in team
history. Artemi Panarin pro-
vided strong support with two
goals and an assist, while
Alexis Lafreniére enjoyed a
standout playmaking night,
registering a career-high three
assists. Vincent Trocheck
chipped in with two assists as
well, underlining New York’s
balanced offensive effort. Be-
tween the pipes, Igor Shester-
kin was rock solid, turning
aside 36 shots to anchor the
Rangers’ defensive display.
The win snapped a brief
three-game skid for New York

and further enhanced their im-
pressive record in outdoor
games. The Rangers im-
proved to a perfect 6-0-0 all-
time in such contests and con-
tinue to lead the NHL in road
victories this season, boasting
a 15-8-2 away record.

For Florida, Sam Reinhart
accounted for the lone goal
with a power-play strike,
while goaltender Sergei Bo-
brovsky made 15 saves in a
losing effort. The Panthers
have now dropped two
straight games and are 2-3—1
over their last six outings,
showing signs of inconsisten-
cy after a strong start to the
campaign. The night was
marred slightly by an injury
scare for Florida defenseman
Seth Jones, who is expected
to represent the United States
at the Olympics next month.

Robby Ashford
leads Wake Forest
past Mississippi
State 43-29

CHARLOTTE

Robby Ashford couldn’t have
imagined a better way to close
out his roller-coaster college
career. The six-year redshirt se-
nior quarterback threw for 303
yards and three touchdowns
and ran for 50 yards and two
scores to take MVP honors,
Koredell Bartley scored on a
100-yard kickoff return and
Wake Forest beat Mississippi
State 43-29 in the Duke’s Mayo
Bowl. Ashford, who arrived at
Wake Forest this season eager
for a chance to start, threw
TD passes of 14 yards
to Kamrean Johnson,
64 yards to Jack Fo-
ley and 62 yards to
Ty Clark III and
had scoring runs of P2
2 and 1 yards for
the Demon Dea-
cons (9-4). Wake
Forest finished the
season winning seven
of its final nine games,
this one sending coach
Jake Dickert to a celebra-
tory mayonnaise bath.
When I got to Wake Forest,
I was in a rough spot men-
tally and physically, said
Ashford, who transferred
from South Carolina af-
ter also spending time at
Oregon and Auburn. /

Shubman Gill’s Vijay Hazare
Trophy Return Delayed
After Food Poisoning Scare

JAIPUR

India’s ODI and Test captain
Shubman Gill has seen his
return to competitive action in
the ongoing Vijay Hazare
Trophy delayed after he was
forced to miss Punjab’s fifth-
round clash against Sikkim on
Saturday due to food poison-
ing, according to ESPNcricin-
fo. Gill arrived in Jaipur on
afternoon and was expected
to take the field for Punjab in
the group-stage encounter.

However, after feeling
= unwell overnight,
the star batter was
rested following
consultations
between
the medi-
cal team
and man-
agement.
;. The deci-
sion was
taken as a
precau-
tionary

Iga Swiatek Dismisses

measure, with an eye firmly
on his availability for the
upcoming ODI series against
New Zealand, which begins
on January 11 in Vadodara
and is expected to see Gill
leading the side.

Gill didn’t feel well at
night and was advised to rest
by the doctors.

He is, however, under-
stood to be recovering well
and is likely to play in the
sixth round on January 6
against Goa, before linking
up with the ODI squad, a
team source told ES-
PNcricinfo. India’s ODI
squad for the New Zealand
series is set to be announced
over the weekend.

The latest setback adds to
a challenging few months
for Gill, who has struggled
with injuries across formats.

Last year, he faced a neck
injury after surviving just
three balls in the first Test
against South Africa in Kol-
kata, which ruled him out of
the remainder of the series.
During his absence, Rishabh
Pant led India in the second
Test.

Gill later sustained a toe
injury in the T20I series
. against South Africa and

. was eventually left out

of India’s squad for the
T20 World Cup.

Modern Battle of the Sexes

PARIS portant topics, she said. According to the
Polish star, the only real connection to the
original Battle of the Sexes was the name
itself. She drew a clear distinction between
the modern exhibition and the iconic 1973
contest between Billie Jean King and Bobby
Riggs, which had profound social and sport-
ing implications. At that time, women’s pro-
fessional tennis was still fighting for recog-
nition, equality, and financial stability, with
King at the forefront of the movement.

Back then, there was more at stake, Swi-
atek noted, adding that women’s tennis today
is firmly established on its own merits. We
have so many great athletes and great stories
to present. We don’t necessarily need to
compare to men’s tennis. Honestly, there
doesn’t need to be any competition.

Swiatek, currently the world number two
and preparing for the Australian Open later
this month the only major title missing from
her collection also praised the United Cup
format as a healthier way to celebrate the
sport.

Six-time Grand Slam champion Iga Swiatek
has said she sees little purpose in reviving
the concept of a modern-day Battle of the
Sexes, asserting that women’s tennis no lon-
ger needs comparison or validation against
the men’s game.

Speaking in Sydney ahead of her sea-
son-opening appearance at the United Cup,
Swiatek was responding to the highly publi-
cised exhibition match staged in Dubai last
week between world number one Aryna Sa-
balenka and Australian showman Nick Kyr-
gios. Kyrgios won the encounter 6-3, 6-3,
with Sabalenka’s side of the court reduced
by nine percent in an effort to offset his
physical advantages.

Swiatek made it clear she had not watched
the match and felt it carried little signifi-
cance beyond entertainment value. I think
for sure it attracted a lot of attention. It was
entertainment, but I wouldn’t say that had
anything to do with social change or any im-




Bollywood star Ranveer Singh for

his subtle performance in the film
Dhurandhar during a recent press meet. He
spoke while addressing the success press
conference of his upcoming film 45 and
shared his views on the much talked about
multi-starrer Dhurandhar, directed by Ad-
itya Dhar. Shivarajkumar said the film was
emotionally strong and appreciated the
overall making and performances. He es-
pecially highlighted the work
of Akshaye Khanna and Ran-
veer Singh, calling both actors
outstanding in their respective
roles.
According to him, every actor
in the film delivered a power-
ful performance that added
depth to the story. Speaking
about the lead actors, Shivara-
jkumar said he enjoyed Ak-
shaye Khanna’s role, which
allowed the actor to explore
different shades of his character. However,
he felt Ranveer Singh’s role was more
challenging as it demanded great control
and subtlety.
He said pulling off such a restrained per-
formance is not easy, but Ranveer handled
it with great skill and grace. The senior
actor also spoke about the importance of | -
multi-starrer films in today’s cinema. He -
said ensemble projects are the need of the
hour as they bring together varied talents
and allow audiences to see diverse perfor-
mances on screen. In another update, Dhu-
randhar has been declared tax-free in La-
dakh. Lieutenant Governor Kavinder Gup-
ta announced the decision on X, saying the
film was shot extensively in the region and
showcased Ladakh’s landscapes.

South actor Shivarajkumar praised
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Rajinikanth’s
“Thalaivar 173’
Gets New Director,

uperstar Rajinikanth’s next

big project, Thalaivar 173,
has officially locked its direc-
tor. Filmmaker Cibi Chakra-
varti, best known for his 2022
hit Don, has come on board to
helm the highly anticipated
film, which is backed by Ka-
mal Haasan. The makers con- |
firmed that the movie will hit I
theatres during Pongal 2027, a
festive season known for ma- |
jor Tamil releases.

The announcement was |
made on January 3 through a |
striking poster featuring scis-
sors forming a star, along with

I
I

[

I

I

I

Pongal Release :
I

I

[

I

ollywood star Sidharth

Malhotra is preparing for
his next big film, and reports
suggest he may team up with
veteran filmmaker Rajkumar
Santoshi. While no official
announcement has been made
yet, sources say talks are in
| advanced stages.

threads and cloth, symbolizing

the film’s theme. The poster |

also revealed that Anirudh
Ravichander will compose the
music. Sharing the update, Ka-
mal Haasan posted a video
montage and wrote, Celebra-

The project is being backed
by producer Mahavir Jain,
though details remain secret.
If confirmed, this will be the
first time Malhotra and San-

insiders believe Santoshi is

tions begin, signaling the start
of the journey.

The project had earlier faced |
delays after director Sundar C
exited due to creative differenc-
es. His departure left the film in
uncertainty, but producers now |

the perfect choice, given his
wide range of successful
films. He has directed
hard-hitting dramas like Gha-
| yal, Damini, Ghatak and Kha-
kee, as well as comedy clas-
sics such as Andaz Apna

|

| .

| toshi work together. Industry
|

express confidence in Chakra-
varti’s vision and ability to de-
liver a film worthy of Ra-
jinikanth’s stature. Thalaivar
173 is expected to be a land-
mark release, not only because
of Rajinikanth’s involvement
but also due to the collaboration
between industry giants. Fans
are eagerly awaiting details
about the storyline, which re-
main under wraps. On the work
front, Rajinikanth was last seen
in Lokesh Kanagaraj’s Coolie, a
blockbuster success, and is cur-
rently filming Jailer 2. With
Chakravarti at the helm and An-
irudh’s music, Thalaivar 173 is
shaping up to be one of the most
talked-about films of 2027.

Apna and Ajab Prem Ki
Ghazab Kahani. His ability to
balance entertainment with
strong storytelling is said to
match the film’s vision.

Earlier, Raaj Shaandilyaa
was reportedly considered to
direct, but the makers now
seem more inclined towards
Santoshi. Pre-production is
moving quickly, and a senior
actor may also join the cast
for an important role.

The film, written by San-
jeev, is expected to mix come-
dy with suspense. Sources re-
veal that Malhotra was excited
by the fresh character he will
portray, and he is already pre-
paring extensively for the role.

P

Sidharth Malhotra
May Join Hands With
Rajkumar Santoshi

Meanwhile, Santoshi is busy
with Lahore 1947, featuring
Sunny Deol, Preity Zinta,
Shabana Azmi and Ali
Fazal. This marks
another collabora-
tion between San-
toshi and Deol
after their earli-
er hits. On his
part, Sidharth
Malhotra will
next appear
in One:
Force of the
Forest with
Tamannaah
Bhatia,
scheduled
for release
in May.

Fﬂm teams often try many
ways to draw crowds. Pro-
motions include college visits,
road shows, and unusual pub-
licity ideas. Offering prizes
has also been used for years
to attract viewers. In the past,
moviegoers were rewarded
for answering questions or
buying cassettes. The makers
of the upcoming film Kor-
agajja have now announced a
similar offer, but it has
sparked strong anger.

The Koragajja team has
promised a cash prize of one
crore rupees to people who
make and share reels using
songs from the film. Accord-
ing to the announcement, se-
lected reels will be chosen by
the film team and rewarded.

The offer was shared along
with the release of the film’s
songs, directed by Sudheer
Attavar.

However, divine dancers
from Kodagu and nearby re-
gions have strongly opposed
the move. They say Koragajja
is a highly respected deity of
Tulunadu and should not be
used for online contests based
on likes or views. After the
release of Kantara, several
people dressed as deities and
made casual reels, which ear-
lier drew criticism for insult-
ing sacred traditions.

In this background, the
one crore reels contest has
been called unacceptable
and hurtful. Members of the
deity worshippers and divine

Divine Dancers Protest Koragajja Reels

dancers’ association warned
that continuing such promo-
tions could damage faith and
cultural values.

They also stated that if the
mistake is not corrected, they
may seek divine punishment

and take legal action.

Koragajja is preparing for
release, but the dispute has
sparked debate about respect-
ing faith, tradition, and belief
in film promotions nation-
wide today.

he makers of actor Yash’s
upcoming film Toxic
have started revealing char-
acters one by one, creating
steady excitement among
fans across regions. As part
of the latest promotion, the
team unveiled the character
Rebecca, played by actress
Tara Sutaria. A new poster
showing her look was re-
leased online, adding to the
growing curiosity around the
film ahead of its worldwide
release on March 19.
Earlier, the production
team introduced other major
characters through first look
posters. These included Ki-
ara Advani as Nadia, Huma
Qureshi as Elizabeth, and
Nayanthara as Ganga. Each
reveal drew strong reactions

ctress Bhagyashri
Borse has officially
stepped in as the female
lead for Akhil Akkineni’s
upcoming film Lenin. Her
first look as Bharathi was
unveiled by the makers,
showing her in a saree with
earrings and a marigold
flower thread, smiling sub-
tly. The film’s first single
is set to release on January
5, with the movie sched-
uled for a Summer 2026
theatrical release.
Directed by Murali
Kishor Abburu, Lenin is
expected to be a village ro-
mance drama. The project
had earlier faced changes
when actress Sreeleela, ini-
tially cast as the female
lead, exited due to schedul-
ing conflicts. Reports sug-
gest she had already
shot a few scenes
before her de-
parture, which
briefly dis-
rupted pro-
duction.
The an-
nounce-
ment of
Bhag-
yashri’s
role was
made on
social me-
dia, with
the makers
writing,
Vareva

on social media, with fans
sharing opinions, theories,
and expectations. The mak-
ers have chosen to keep the
story details secret, allowing
the characters to drive inter-
est and discussion. Toxic is
directed by Geethu Mohan-
das and marks her first col-
laboration with Yash. The
film is being produced on a
large scale and is planned

vareva.. vavva vavva vare-
va...Introducing bhagyash-
riiborse from LENIN. First
Single from JAN 5th.
Alongside her reveal, a
new poster featuring Akhil
Akkineni was also shared,
confirming the film’s re-
lease timeline.

Akhil himself posted the
update, wishing fans a hap-
py new year and promising
that 2026 would be memo-
rable. Music for the film is
composed by Thaman, who
also teased the upcoming
single. Bhagyashri Borse,
who was last seen in the
period thriller Kaantha, has
earned praise for her per-
formances in films like
Andhra King Taluka and
Kingdom. Her addition to
Lenin has raised expecta-
tions, with fans eager to
see her chemistry with
Akhil in this rural ro-
mance.

Bhagyashri
Borse Joins
Akhil Akkineni

In‘Lenin’
Drama

as a global release. Accord-
ing to the team, careful
planning and steady promo-
tion are key parts of the proj-
ect’s strategy. Industry sources
say the film aims to balance
style, emotion, and strong
performances.

The slow and
planned release of
posters has helped
maintain buzz
over several
weeks.

i (S
Silent Film
‘Gandhi Talks’
Set For January
Release

Actors Vijay Seth-
upathi, Arvind Swamy
and Aditi Rao Hydari
are ready to present a
bold experiment in
cinema with their up-
coming silent film
Gandhi Talks, releas-
ing on January 30. Di-
rected by Kishore

Belekar, the film aims
to revive the essence

of pure performance

and emotion, with-
out spoken words.
Belekar ex-
plained that the
project is about
trusting silence
and returning to
the roots of story-
telling. The cast
embraced this
challenge, relying
on expressions and
gestures to convey

Y meaning. Adding depth

" to the film is A.R. Rah-
man’s music, which
serves as its voice and
emotional guide. With
support from Zee Stu-

dios and Meera Chopra,

[ the team has created what

they call an honest and
daring piece of cinema.

A | &
Mamitha

Nivin Pauly,
Baiju Begin Shoot For
‘Bethlehem Kudumba Unit’

Malayalam cinema wel-
comed the New Year

with the launch of Bethlehem
Kudumba Unit, a romantic
comedy directed by Girish
AD. The film stars Nivin
Pauly and Mamitha Baiju in

For Mamitha Baiju, this proj-
ect marks a return to Malay-
alam cinema after gaining
pan-Indian attention. It is also
her third collaboration with Gi-
rish AD following Super Sha-
ranya and Premalu. Alongside

lead roles and officially went
on floors Friday with a tra-
ditional pooja ceremony.
Bhavana Studios,
which earlier backed
Girish AD’s block-
buster Premalu,
shared photos from
the ceremony on so-
cial media, writing:
Bhavana Studios
kicks off the New
Year with the produc-
tion of Bethlehem
Kudumba Unit, a Rom
Com by Girish AD, star-
ring Nivin Pauly and
Mamitha Baiju. Wishing
you all a year filled with Love,
Laughter and Happiness.

Nivin and Mamitha, actor San-
geeth Prathap plays a key role,
continuing his association with
the director. The supporting
cast includes Suresh Krishna,
Bindu Panicker, Vinay Fort,
Roshan Shanavas, Srinda, Shy-
am Mohan, and Shameer Khan.

The film reunites Girish AD
with his Premalu co-writer
Kiran Josey. The technical
team also returns, with music
by Vishnu Vijay, cinematogra-
phy by Ajmal Sabu, editing by
Akash Joseph Varghese, lyrics
by Vinayak Sasikumar, and art
direction by Aashiq S. Cos-
tumes and make-up are man-
aged by Dhanya Balakrishnan
and Ronex Xavier.
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