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Trajectory...tilting toward India: PM Modi

‘| have been saying this at various global platforms and today we are seeing India benefit even amid trade tensions across many countries’

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday credited
strategic persistence for the
successful finalisation of In-
dia’s landmark trade deal with
the US.

Addressing the NDA MPs
at the parliamentary party
meeting, he said the “patience
and wisdom paid off”. While
the government had previous-
ly faced backlash over diffi-
cult tariff negotiations, its
steady approach ultimately
secured a favorable outcome,
the PM said.

He emphasised that the new

trade agreement has fostered
a thriving economic climate
and serves as a testament to
the government’s calm, con-
sistent, and strategic approach
to complex international ne-
gotiations.

On the trade deal, he added
that it marks a big win for di-
plomacy and has further cre-
ated a positive environment.

Heaping praise on the his-
toric trade deal, PM further
said the world order is chang-
ing in India’s favour after the
announcement of the deal.

“India has become the cen-
trestage for the world and it is
shaping the world order,” he

said, referring to the India-EU
and India-US trade deals.
“The world is tilting to-
wards India. The trade deals
have shown that India can
showcase its strength despite
uncertainty,” he added.
Taking to X earlier, Prime
Minister Modi wrote: “De-
lighted that Made in India
products will now have a re-
duced tariff of 18%”, thank-
ing Trump. “When two large
economies and the world’s
largest democracies work to-
gether, it benefits our people
and unlocks immense oppor-
tunities for mutually benefi-
cial cooperation,” said Modi.

INDIA-US TRADE DEAL: 7 POINTS
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NO WORD FROM INDIA ON HALTING RUSSIAN OIL PURCHASES: KREMLIN

Moscow: The Kremlin said on Tuesday it had heard no statements from India about halting purchases of
Russian oil after US President Donald Trump said New Delhi had agreed to stop such purchases as part
of a trade accord with Washington. US President Donald Trump announced a trade deal on Monday with
India that slashes US tariffs on Indian goods to 18 per cent from 50 per cent in exchange for India halting
Russian oil purchases and lowering trade barriers. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia was
carefully analysing Trump’s remarks on relations with India. Asked directly if India had decided to stop
buying Russian oil, Peskov said: “So far, we have not heard any statements from Delhi on this issue.”

INDIA-US TRADE DEAL
TIMELINE

m FEB 13, 2025 | PM Modi and
US President

NEW DELHI
= Trump set target to more than
double bilateral trade to $500 Commenting on the India-US
billion by 2030. trade deal, Leader of Opposi-

m MAR 4-6, 2025 | Commerce
minister Piyush Goyal visits
Washington DC; meets USTR
Jamieson Greer and US

mAPR 2, 2025 | US announces
26% additional import duty on
Indian goods (10% baseline +
16%) reciprocal).

mAPR 9, 2025 | US suspends the
16% reciprocal tariff for 90 days
(till July 9, 2025).

m JUN 26, 2025 | Indiandelega-
tion visits Washington to bridge
differences ahead of the July 9
deadline.

m JUL 31, 2025 | US announces
25% duty on Indian goods,
effective Aug 7. 2025.

m AUG 6, 2025 | US imposes an
additional 25% tariff citing India’s
Russian oil purchases; total tariff
rises to 50% (effective Aug 27).

m OCT 15-17, 2025 | Indian team
in Washington; by now six for-
mal rounds of talks completed.

m JAN 31, 2026 | Goyal says India
is working to close the deal
“quickly”.

m FEB 2, 2026 | India-US agree
on a deal to cut US reciprocal
tariffs on Indian goods to 18%
from 25%.

ment.

tion in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday raised
speculation on why the
agreement, which had been
stuck for about four months
was suddenly finalised.
Addressing reporters in
the Parliament House com-
plex, the Congress leader
alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has buckled
under US pressure and “sold
out” the hard work of Indian
farmers through the agree-

“We need to understand
why a trade deal stuck for
about four months was sud-
denly finalised last evening,”
Gandhi said, adding that
“there was huge pressure on
Prime Minister Modi.”

Asked what kind of pres-

in the Epstein files.

Speaking to reporters,
Gandbhi said the issue is not
Naravane’s statement, “that
is a side show”, but the main
thing is that “our prime min-
ister has been compro-
mised”. “The issue is not
Naravane’s statement, that is
a side show, he (Modi) and I

REDUCED 18% TARIFFS ON INDIA: TRUMP

US President Donald Trump announced reduced reciprocal tariffs on India from
25% to 18%, following a phone conversation with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Trump announced the bilateral trade agreement in a post on Truth Social, ending
months of speculation and tussling between the two nations over tariffs, and
marking a new beginning in their economic partnership. He said he was cutting
tariffs on Indian goods to 18%. In return, India has committed to eliminating its
tariffs and non-tariff barriers on US products. “Out of friendship and respect for
PM Modi, and as per his request, we agreed to a trade deal between the US and
India,” Trump said in a social media post. He had previously levied 25% reciprocal
tariffs, plus an additional 25% for New Delhi’s purchases of Moscow’s oil.

DALAL STREET ROARS AS INDIA-US DEAL SPARKS RECORD RALLY

MUMBAI: The domestic equity markets opened with a historic rally on Tuesday, surging sharply in
early trade, supported by upbeat global cues following the announcement of a key India-US trade
deal. Benchmark indices witnessed record gains at the opening bell, reflecting strong investor
optimism across sectors. The Nifty 50 index opened at 26,308.05, up by 1,219.65 points or 4.86%,
while the BSE Sensex jumped 3,656.74 points or 4.48% to open at 85,323.20. The markets
opened on a strong positive note, exploding in positive territory amid improved global risk sentiment

after the trade deal announcement.

sure he was referring to,
Gandhi pointed to the case
against industrialist Gautam
Adani in the US and alleged
more revelations will come

PM Modi ‘buckled under pressure,
sold out’ hard work of farmers Rahul

both know it. The main
thing is that our prime min-
ister has been compromised.
Who has done it and how it
has been done, the people of
India have to think about it,”
Gandhi said.

He alleged that Prime
Minister Modi “has been
compromised” and that Indi-
an farmers must understand
their hard work, “as well as
their blood and sweat” has
been “sold out” through the
India-US trade deal.v

K'taka moves Assembly resolution to
repeal VB-G RAM G Act restore MGNREGA

BENGALURU

The Congress government in
Karnataka on Tuesday moved
a resolution in the Legislative
Assembly urging the Centre
to immediately repeal the new
rural employment legislation
VB-G RAM G Act and rein-
state the UPA-era MGNRE-
GA in its original form, amid
strong objections from oppo-
sition BJP.

The resolution moved by
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said the “VB-G RAM G Act,
“unilaterally” enacted by the
Centre, is “detrimental to the
basic ideals of federalism and
the right to livelihood of the
rural people”.

“With a view to protecting
the right to life of the rural
people of Karnataka, this
House urges the central gov-
ernment to immediately re-
peal the Viksit Bharat-Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-

GRAM—G) Act, which is
against the federal principle,
is a severe burden on the state
exchequer and is against the
principle of decentralization,
and has taken away the pow-
ers and rights of the Gram
Panchayats; and to reinstate
the Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA) in its
original form, which has led
to rural asset creation and
self-reliance of the poor,” the
resolution read by the CM
said.

Stating that the Assembly

reiterates its full commitment
to the Panchayati Raj system
and the principles of decen-
tralization of power, which
are the bedrock of Indian de-
mocracy, it said, “This House
takes serious view of the re-
peal of the MGNREGA,
which was a Sanjeevini
(something that gives life) for
the rural poor and an integral
part of rural life.”

“This House strongly op-
poses this move of the Centre
(of bringing in the VB-G
RAM G act repealing MGN-
REGA),” it added.

JATA SHARING NORMS

Meitei leader Yumnam
set to be Manipur CM

IMPHAL Whois Yumnam

Khemchand Singh?

m Imphal-born Meitei leader
with strong urban base
Bornin Imphal, Singh has deep
roots in Manipur’s Meitei communi-
ty. He rose through the party ranks
after joining the BJP ahead of the
2017 elections. He represents the
Singjamei seat in Imphal West dis-
trict, winning the seat in both 2017
and 2022. He has a strong support
basein what is widely seenas a
Meitei-majority area in Imphal.

m Speaker, key portfolios
Khemchand Singh served as the
Speaker of the Manipur Legislative
Assembly from 2017 to 2022, a pe-
riod that saw major political churn
in the state. He presided over the
Assembly during the BJP’s coalition
government formation after the
2017 polls, when the party secured
21 seats. After the 2022 election,
under the second N Biren Singh
ministry, he moved into the Cabinet
asaMAHUD minister. He later held
the Education portfolio, with his
work focusing on urban infra,

The BJP on Tuesday picked
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh for the post of chief
minister of Manipur, a state
that has been under Presi-
dent’s rule for nearly a year.
The post has remained va-
cant since N Biren Singh
resigned in February 2025
amid a prolonged phase of
ethnic violence in Manipur.
Singh’s name as the next
CM was announced after he
was elected as the Legisla-
ture Party Leader of the BJP
in the Manipur Assembly.
Manipur has been under
the President’s rule since
February 13, 2025, follow-
ing months of ethnic vio-
lence between Meitei and
Kuki communities. The cen-
tral rule was imposed after
the BJP-led government
headed by Biren Singh re-
signed on February 9, 2025.

‘Quit India if you...”: SC raps Meta over privacy policy

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day expressed serious concern
over WhatsApp and Meta’s
data-sharing practices while
hearing a batch of appeals
arising from the Competition
Commission of India’s (CCI)
order imposing a Rs 213.14
crore penalty on Meta for
WhatsApp’s 2021 ‘take it or
leave it’ privacy policy.

On November 4, 2025, the
National Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT) upheld

the CCI’s penalty, but partially
allowed data sharing for adver-
tising purposes, reversing a
five-year ban imposed by the
regulator. Subsequently, on De-
cember 15, 2025, a clarification
was issued mandating that
while advertising-related data
sharing may continue, all data
sharing, both advertising and
non-advertising, must provide
users with clear opt-out rights.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
while hearing appeals filed by
WhatsApp and Meta, as well

as a separate appeal by the
CCI challenging one of the
NCLAT findings, said, “We
will not allow to share a sin-
gle piece of information. You
can’t play with the right to
privacy in this country”.

or leave it” basis. Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi observed that
what had been held against

Youcan't ’f:lay Wit:‘l the companies was that the
privacy. Wewillnotallow =, ,cent obtained was “manu-
yodu S sl;are adsmgle factured consent”
igit of our data. :
= or The court even warned the
—Surya Kant,

tech-communication giants to

2T I = comply with the privacy of In-

Calling the practice a
“mockery of constitutional-
ism”, the Supreme Court
questioned how consent could
be considered valid when us-
ers are effectively forced to
accept the policy on a “take it

dians as guaranteed under to
them under our constitution or
stop functioning in the country.
“If you can’t follow our consti-
tution, leave India. We won’t
allow citizens’ privacy to be
compromised”, the CJI said.

LS bedlam: Rahul
stopped midspeech,
8 MPs suspended

NEW DELHI

A fresh bout of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi versus
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
broke out in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday over former army
chief MM Naravane’s unpub-
lished ‘memoir’, citation of
which in the House was the
reason for a massive ruckus
on Monday as well.

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi was not allowed to
continue his speech on the
President’s Address in Lok
Sabha on Tuesday following
his repeated references to In-
dia’s troubles with China,
triggering a protest that ended
in the suspension of eight
MPs — seven from Congress
and one from CPI(M) — who
climbed atop a table and
threw papers at the Chair.

They were suspended for
the remaining period of the
Budget Session ending on
April 2 after a resolution
moved by Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
was passed by a voice vote.

The unpublished memoir in
question concerns an article in

Suspended MPs

= Manickam Tagore, Hibi
Eden, Dean Kuriakose,
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, Prashant
Padole, C Kiran Kumar
Reddy and Gurjeet
Singh Aujla (Congress)

m Su Venkatesan (CPI(M)

Caravan magazine about for-
mer army chief Manoj
Mukund Naravane’s account,
which seemed to suggest that
the political leadership ap-
peared indecisive during the
face-off between India and
China in 2020.

Gandhi had tried to cite the
memoir during his speech in
the Lok Sabha on Monday,
during a discussion on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s ad-
dress. The treasury benches,
including defence minister
Rajnath Singh and home min-
ister Amit Shah, objected to
the citation, citing rule 349 of
the parliamentary procedure.
Ruckus erupted in the House,
leading to two adjournments.
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Bike Rider Dies AfterLosing
~ Control and Crashing

Coconut Climber
Dies After Areca
Tree Snaps

Udupi
A well-known tree climb-
er died after an areca
tree he was ascending
snapped and collapsed
during the harvesting of
singara (arecanut) flow-
ers in Gundi village near
Saligrama on Monday
morning. The deceased
is Srinivas Poojary (45)
from Gundi. He was a
skilled labourer specialis-
ing in climbing coconut
and areca trees to pluck
nuts and flowers, earning
the nickname ‘Kayi See-
na’ in the surrounding ar-
eas. On Monday morn-
ing, he had gone to a
house in the locality of
Gundi to harvest singara
flowers from an areca
tree. While climbing, the
tree suddenly broke, and
he fell onto a nearby
snake mound, sustaining
fatal injuries. He was im-
mediately taken to Kota
Government Hospital,
but was declared dead
on arrival. Srinivas was
the pillar of his family
and had built a strong
reputation for safely and
efficiently handling
high-altitude tree work.
He is survived by his wife,
two sons, and two
daughters.

Elderly Pedestrian
Killed After Being Hit
by Auto-Rickshaw

Brahmavar
A 70-year-old pedestrian
was killed after being
struck by an auto-rick-
shaw while attempting to
cross the road near
Kolambe bus stand late
Sunday night.

The victim has been iden-
tified as Richard D’'Souza
(70). He sustained seri-
ous injuries to his head
and hands in the impact.
The auto-rickshaw, com-
ing from the Peetri side,
hit Richard and over-
turned as a result. The
driver, Jagadish Poojary,
along with his wife Gauri
and daughter Janya—who
were passengers in the
vehicle—also suffered in-
juries. All three are cur-
rently receiving treatment
at a private hospital in
Brahmavar. Richard was
rushed to Manipal Hospi-
tal for advanced care but
succumbed to his injuries
despite medical efforts.
A case has been regis-
tered at Brahmavar police
station.

Former Minister Falls
Il During Marikamba
DeviDarshan

Shivamogga
Former minister and sen-
jor politician Kagodu
Thimmappa fell seriously
ill while having darshan of
Goddess Marikamba in
Sagara on Sunday.
Thimmappa, who was of-
fering prayers at the tem-
ple on the inaugural day
of the Marikamba Jatre
Mahotsava, suddenly ex-
perienced severe breath-
ing distress compounded
by his diabetes condition.
He collapsed amid the
heavy crowd inside the
temple premises.

He was immediately
shifted by ambulance to
Sagara Government Hos-
pital for emergency treat-
ment. Sources at the hos-
pital indicated that his
health has shown signs of
improvement following
medical intervention, and
he is currently stable and
recovering. The incident
occurred in the midst of
large devotee gatherings
for the start of the sacred
festival, underscoring the
challenges faced by el-
derly visitors in crowded
temple settings. Thim-
mappa’s family and sup-
porters have been in-
formed, and well-wishers
are praying for his speedy
recovery.

KUNDAPURA

A motorcyclist lost his life af-
ter losing control of his bike
and crashing in the Belladi
area near Nadaguddeyangadi
late Sunday night. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Prabhakar Mendon from
Padukere in Manuru, Ko-
temanoor, son of the late Mo-
lahalli Heriya Naik, a re-
nowned Yakshagana artist.
Prabhakar was riding from
his home in Manuru Padukere
to his wife’s house when the
accident happened. Near Bel-
ladi, his motorcycle skidded,
overturned on the road, and
he sustained critical injuries.
Local people immediately
informed Ibrahim Gangolli of
the Gangolli Apatabandhava
Ambulance Service. He

o
promptly drove about 13 kilo-
metres to the scene.

Prabhakar was first taken to
a private hospital in Kundapu-
ra for emergency treatment.
On the doctors’ advice, he
was shifted to Manipal Hospi-
tal for advanced care. Tragi-
cally, he passed away midway
during the transfer.

Based on a complaint
lodged by the deceased’s
brother, a case has been regis-
tered at Gangolli police sta-
tion. Police have begun an
investigation into the exact
cause of the crash, including
factors such as road condi-
tions, speed, and any possible
mechanical issues.

Udupi RTO Officer
Transferred Amid
Lokayukta
Corruption Probe

UDUPI

The Karnataka government
has transferred Udupi Region-
al Transport Officer Lakshm-
inarayana, who came under
Lokayukta scrutiny a few
months ago on corruption
charges, to the Davanagere
Regional Transport Office.

Preliminary findings in the
Lokayukta investigation have
established prima facie evi-
dence of disproportionate as-
sets to the tune of 211.88%. A
case is already registered at
the Lokayukta police station.

To ensure an unbiased and
transparent inquiry, the gov-
ernment has ordered his trans-
fer to the Davanagere region-
al office. The additional
charge of the Udupi district
RTO portfolio has been given
to senior inspector Santosh
Shetty.

The Lokayukta raid had tar-
geted Lakshminarayana’s res-
idence and office over allega-
tions of amassing assets far
beyond his known sources of
income during his tenure. The
reassignment is seen as a pro-
cedural step to separate him
from the jurisdiction where the
alleged irregularities occurred
while the probe continues.

CHIKKAMAGALURU

A large-scale forest fire has
broken out in the Charmadi
forest, completely incinerat-
ing sensitive grasslands and
turning large stretches into
ash.

The blaze erupted near the
Charmadi Ghat road, which
connects Dakshina Kannada
and Chikkamagaluru districts.
Its proximity to the busy
highway has triggered fear
among locals and travellers,
as thick smoke now blankets
the surrounding areas and is
severely hampering vehicle
movement on the ghat
section.

Strong winds are fanning
the flames, causing the fire to
spread rapidly from moment
to moment, making contain-
ment operations extremely
challenging. Preliminary in-
formation suggests the possi-
bility of intentional arson by
miscreants, and the forest de-
partment has launched an in-
vestigation into the cause.

Firefighting teams from the
fire service, forest department
staff, and local volunteers are
continuously battling the
blaze. However, the rugged
terrain and high wind speeds
are posing major obstacles to

Massive Forest Fire
Engulfs Charmadi Ghat

A fierce wildfire has
ravaged delicate
grasslands and
vegetation in the
Charmadi forest near the
ghat section connecting
Dakshina Kannada and
Chikkamagaluru districts,
with strong winds
accelerating the blaze
and creating thick smoke
that is disrupting traffic
on the ghat road.

their efforts.

The fire poses a serious
threat to the forest’s wildlife
and biodiversity. Environ-
mental experts have cau-
tioned that such incidents
deliver a severe blow to the
ecological balance of the
Western Ghats, potentially
leading to long-term damage
to flora, fauna, and soil sta-
bility in the region.

Machideva’s Contribution to Social

Reform Is Immense: H.D. Thammaiah

CHIKKAMAGALURU

MLA H.D. Thammaiah on
Sunday said that Madivala
Machideva made an immense
contribution to social and lit-
erary reform.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Madivala Ma-
chidevalJayanti celebrations
organised by the district ad-
ministration at Kuvempu Ka-
lavidhi in the city. Tham-
maiah said Machideva, a fol-
lower of Basavanna, played a
significant role in social trans-
formation during a period that
rejected discrimination based
on caste, religion and gender.

Machideva was entrusted
with the responsibility of pro-
tecting manuscripts of Vacha-
na literature and was actively
associated with the Anubhava
Mantapa established by Basa-
vanna, he said. “It would not
be wrong to say that Basavan-
na’s Anubhava Mantapa was
a model for today’s Parlia-
ment,” Thammaiah observed,
urging people to follow the
ideals and principles of
Basavanna.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer H.S. Keertha-
na said education and entre-
preneurship were crucial for
smaller communities to enter
the mainstream and progress
socially. Recalling Machide-

va’s role as a protector of
Vachana literature, she said he
safeguarded bundles contain-
ing nearly 20,000 vachanas
during the Kalyana revolu-
tion, risking his own life,
thereby upholding Basavan-
na’s trust in him.

She urged members of the
Madivala community not to
hesitate in asserting their
identity and to actively partic-
ipate in social life. Keerthana
also noted that applications
for loans under schemes such
as PMEGP and Vishwakarma
Yojana were lower than ex-
pected and encouraged eligi-
ble beneficiaries to make use
of these facilities.

Speaking on the occasion,
Singatagere Siddappa, presi-
dent of the District Vachana
Sahitya Parishat, said about

I

354 vachanas of Machideva
were available and stressed
the need to take them to every
household. He suggested
printing and distributing Ma-
chideva’s vachana books free
of cost with financial support
from district and taluk
committees.

Tahsildar Reshma Shetty
presided over the programme.
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice Nagaraj, Madivala com-
munity district president
Lakshman, general secretary
Ramachandrappa, and other
community leaders were pres-
ent. Assistant Director of the
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment Dr. C. Ramesh wel-
comed the gathering, while
Sujatha Suresh compered the
programme and proposed the
vote of thanks.

Father Arrested for Allegedly
Killing 18-Year-Old Daughter

KASARAGOD

In a shocking incident that
has stunned the local commu-
nity, an 18-year-old student
was allegedly killed by her
father on Monday evening at
Kunjathur Hill Top near
Manjeshwar in Kasaragod
district.

The victim has been identi-
fied as Maryam Jumaila, who
was reportedly attempting to
mediate a violent family dis-
pute when the incident oc-
curred. Her father, Ummar
Farooq, has been taken into
police custody.

According to police, the in-
cident took place around 6 pm
at the house of Farooq’s sis-
ter-in-law, where the family
was residing. A long-standing
property dispute between Fa-

rooq and his brother-in-law,
Sheikh Kunhi, allegedly esca-
lated into a violent confronta-
tion. During the altercation,
Farooq is said to have at-
tempted to attack Kunhi with
a sharp weapon.

Police said Jumaila inter-
vened in an effort to protect
her uncle and prevent the as-
sault. In the process, she sus-
tained severe stab injuries to
her neck and leg. Hearing
screams from the house, local
residents rushed to the spot
and found the teenager lying
in a pool of blood.

She was immediately shift-
ed to a hospital in Mangaluru
for emergency treatment but
succumbed to her injuries
shortly after arrival, hospital
sources said. Sheikh Kunhi
also sustained injuries in the
attack and is currently under-
going medical treatment.

Manjeshwar police arrested
Ummar Farooq shortly after
the incident and recovered the
knife allegedly used in the
crime. While the property dis-
pute appears to have been the
immediate trigger, police
sources said preliminary in-
vestigations indicate that the
accused may be a drug user,
which could have contributed
to the volatility of the
situation.

Further investigation is
underway.

CNC Petitions Karnataka Speaker to
Expunge 'British Agent’ Remark

MADIKERI

The Codava National
Council (CNC) has for-
mally petitioned the
Speaker of the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly, urg-
ing the immediate removal
of "unconstitutional and
derogatory" remarks made
against the traditional
heads of Codava families.

In a detailed letter
signed by CNC Chairman
N. U. Nachappa Codava,
the council expressed deep
resentment over statements
recorded during the assem-
bly session on December
16, 2025, where traditional
Codava Pattedars (family
heads) were allegedly
characterized as "British
agents" and tax collectors.
The CNC clarified that this
narrative is a result of his-
torical misinformation and
a failure to distinguish be-
tween the administrative
role of a Patel and the sa-
cred, hereditary role of a
Codava Pattedar.

The controversy stems
from alleged remarks
made by Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda
during a discussion on the
Jamma land tenure amend-
ment bill. While the CNC
expressed high regard for
the Minister’s personal in-
tegrity, they asserted that
he was misled by "unseen
hands" and "distorted gov-
ernment records."

The letter emphasizes
that a Pattedar is the spiri-
tual and cultural guardian
of a Codava Okka (clan),
responsible for maintain-

ing ancestral rituals and
folk laws, and has never
been an agent for revenue
collection. The council ar-
gued that merging the
identity of these traditional
heads with British-era
tax collectors is an act
of "character assassina-
tion" against the entire
community.

Central to the CNC's
grievance is the allegation
that a "malicious academic
circle," specifically a re-
searcher associated with
Hampi University, has
spent forty years infiltrat-
ing state archives and li-
braries with "concocted
history." The petition
claims that these individu-
als have successfully re-
placed authentic historical
accounts with biased nar-
ratives to portray the in-
digenous Codavas as
villains.

The CNC urged the gov-
ernment to return to the
scholarly works of eminent
historians like G. Richter,
D. N. Krishnaiah, and Dr.
1. M. Muthanna, whose re-
cords affirm the Codavas
as an animistic, and war-
rior race that has defended
the land for centuries, long
before the British arrival.

The council further ar-
gued that labelling Co-
davas as "British support-
ers" is a selective and hyp-
ocritical use of history.
They pointed out that
many historical figures
and institutions, including
the Mysore Maharajas and
even Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s
Mabhars, had professional

or military interactions
with the British due to the
geopolitical realities of the
time.

The CNC highlighted
the immense contribution
of the Codava community
to the Indian Armed Forc-
es, citing legends like
Field Marshal K. M.
Cariappa and General Thi-
mayya, and noted that the
community has the highest
rate of military participa-
tion relative to its popula-
tion. They contended that
the "British agent" label is
a form of "Codava-phobia"
designed to deny the com-
munity its constitutional
rights and erase its distinct
identity.

In their appeal to the
Speaker, the CNC demand-
ed that the offensive re-
marks be expunged from
the official records of the
Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly to prevent "send-
ing a wrong message to the
world." Additionally, they
called for a high-level in-
vestigation into the aca-
demic works of the afore-
mentioned Hampi Univer-
sity researcher and the
restoration of authentic
Codava history books in
legislative and state
libraries.

While the CNC thanked
the government for ad-
dressing long-pending
land issues through the
Jamma bill, they main-
tained that the communi-
ty’s dignity and traditional
leadership must not be sac-
rificed for administrative
convenience.

Renowned
Astrologer
Kamalakara Bhat
Guruji Arrested

SHIVAMOGGA

Woman Killed, Husband
Critically Injured in
Rear-End Collision

SHIVAMOGGA

A prominent astrologer from
Shivamogga, Kamalakara
Bhat Guruji, has been arrested
in connection with a murder
case stemming from a love
triangle dispute in the taluk.

The incident occurred when
a quarrel broke out over Gu-
ruji’s alleged illicit relation-
ship with a married woman
named Suchitra. Suchitra’s
daughter learned of the affair
and informed her father Ma-
hendra Naik. She later went to
her uncle Vasanth Naik’s
house in Siddapur to discuss
the matter.

Suchitra, along with her
daughter and a group of
youths, arrived at Vasanth’s
house. An argument ensued,
escalating into a violent clash.
The attackers stabbed Vasanth
Naik (41), who died on the
way to hospital, and seriously
injured Mahendra and neigh-
bour Kumar. The injured were
admitted to a Shivamogga
hospital.

Police have taken into cus-
tody seven persons, including
Kamalakara Bhat Guruji and
Suchitra, and are conducting
further investigation into the
sequence of events, motives,
and roles of each individual
involved.

The case has shocked the
local community, given Gu-
ruji’s public profile as a well-
known astrologer. Authorities
are examining all angles, in-
cluding the background of
the relationship and any prior
tensions that may have
contributed to the deadly
confrontation.

A devastating rear-end colli-
sion between two cars in
front of Megaravalli school
on the Thirthahalli-Agumbe
state highway claimed the
life of a woman and left her
husband critically injured on
Tuesday morning.

The victims are Ashok
and his wife from Megara-
valli. They were in their
red car, reportedly heading
toward Thirthahalli, when a
blue BMW car coming
from behind at high
speed crashed into their
vehicle.

The impact was severe
enough to partially mangle
the red car. Both occupants
sustained serious injuries
and were rushed to hospital.
Mallika suffered grave
head injuries and despite
medical efforts, she suc-
cumbed to her wounds. Her
husband is still receiving

™.

A speeding blue BMW
slammed into the rear
of a red car parked near
Megaravalli school on
the Thirthahalli-Agum-
be highway.

treatment.

Locals attribute the
accident to the excessive
speed of the blue car. They
pointed out that schoolchil-
dren had crossed the same
road just minutes earlier to
enter the school. Had the
crash occurred a few mo-
ments sooner, the conse-
quences could have been
even more catastrophic, they
stated.

The accident occurred un-
der Agumbe police station
limits. A case has been reg-
istered, and police are inves-
tigating the exact circum-
stances, including the role of
excessive speed by the
BMW driver.
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Poultry Faming
Training for Farmersin
Dakshina Kannada

Mangaluru
The Department of An-
imal Husbandry will
conduct a two-day
poultry farming training
programme for inter-
ested farmers in Dak-
shina Kannada district
on February 20 and 21,
officials said.

The training is being or-
ganised by the Animal
Husbandry and Veteri-

nary Training Centre,
Mangaluru, as part of
its February training
schedule. Interested
farmers can register
through their respec-
tive taluk offices, the
department said in a
release. Contact num-
bers have been issued
for taluks including

Mangaluru, Ullal, Mulki,

Moodbidri, Bantwal,
Belthangady, Puttur,
Kadaba and Sullia.
The programme aims
to provide practical
knowledge on poultry
rearing and related ani-
mal husbandry activi-
ties, officials said.

Dr.K.V.Rao
Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award

Mangaluru
Dr. KV. Rao, Director of
the Pilikula Regional
Science Centre, has
been conferred the
Lifetime Achievement
Award by the Indian
Association of Physics
Teachers in recognition
of his contributions to
science and education.
The award was pre-
sented during the
‘Quantum Science and
Technology’ confer-
ence held at R.V. Engi-
neering College, Ben-
galuru, organisers said.
The citation noted Dr.
Rao’s service in various
responsible academic
positions and his con-
tribution to science
communication
through multiple edu-
cational initiatives
across institutions.

NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY MONTH

37th Natlonal
Road Safety
Month Observed

Mangaluru
The 37th National
Road Safety Month
was observed in Man-
galuru on Tuesday with
aroad safety rally or-
ganised by the district
administration and al-
lied departments.
The rally was jointly or-
ganised by the District
Legal Services Authori-
ty, Transport Depart-
ment, Police Depart-
ment, and Bharat
Scouts and Guides.
The rally was flagged
off from Town Hall to
State Bank by Senior
Civil Judge and Mem-
ber Secretary of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Jaibunnisa.
Officials including Re-
gional Transport Of-
ficer Murugendra Ba-
savaraj Shirodkar, As-
sistant Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) Naj-
ma Faroogi, and DLSA
advocate Manasa
Hegde were present.

MANGALURU

The Tulu film Non Veg will
be released across coastal
Karnataka on February 6,
with tickets priced at just 399
in all multiplexes, the film’s
producers announced on
Tuesday.

Produced under the Jaya-
kiran Films banner by
Prakash Pandeshwar and di-
rected by K. Suraj Shetty,
Non Veg has been made en-
tirely with talent from the
coastal region. Addressing a
press conference in Mangalu-
ru, Pandeshwar said the af-
fordable ticket pricing was
aimed at making cinema ac-
cessible to all sections of
society.

“Many people are unable to
afford expensive movie tick-
ets. With this initiative, we
want to ensure that no one
misses out on watching a
good Tulu film. Offering tick-
ets at R99 in multiplexes is a
first-of-its-kind move in Tulu
cinema,” he said.

The film features Prakash
Thuminadu, Pushparaj Bollu-
ru, Deepak Rai Panaje, Mime
Ramdas, Vismaya Vinayak,
and Roopa Varkady, with San-
jana Burli—known for the
television serial Puttakkana
Makkalu—playing the female
lead. Senior actor Naveen D.
Padil appears in a key role,
while Atharva Prakash plays
an important character.

Director K. Suraj Shetty
said the film blends humour,
entertainment, and a meaning-
ful message. “The story re-
volves around a naive young
man and is narrated entirely
through comedy. It is a fami-
ly-friendly film that parents
can watch along with their
children,” he said.

Actor Atharva Prakash said
the teaser, which has already

been released, has received an
encouraging response. “The
teaser hints at a subtle subject
handled humorously. There is
a major twist in the film that
carries the story forward in an
engaging manner,” he said.
Veteran actor Naveen D.
Padil, who has praised the
teaser, said Non Veg explores
a child’s innocent curiosity
and the social responses it

Tulu Fllm ‘Non Veg’ Set to Release onFeb 6:

evokes. “The title itself has
layered meanings, and the
story unfolds in an interest-
ing and humorous way,” he
said.

With its experimental pric-
ing, family-oriented content,
and strong local cast, Non
Veg is expected to generate
renewed interest in Tulu cine-
ma when it hits theatres on
February 6.

District-Level
Children’s Art Talent
Programme Held

MANGALURU

A district-level children’s art
talent programme for children
aged between five and 16
years was held at Kadri Bal
Bhavan in Dakshina Kannada
on Monday. The programme
was organised jointly by the
State Bal Bhavan Society,
Bengaluru, Dakshina Kannada
District Bal Bhavan Commit-
tee, Department of School Ed-
ucation, and the Department of
Women and Child Develop-
ment. Competitions in paint-
ing, speech, and 100-metre
race were conducted, with a
total of 33 participants from
across the district taking part.
In the speech competition,
Sanvi V. Saliyan secured first
place, followed by Atmiya K.
and Jeevitha R. In the painting
competition, Abhignya Shreya
won first prize, Sanvi A. sec-
ond, and Mayur third. In the
boys’ 100-metre race, Nithish
Kumar finished first, followed
by Bhavish and Mohammed
Sammas, while Rachana M.G.,
Viksha, and Ayisha Rifa se-
cured the top three positions in
the girls’ category.

Court Convicts Accused
in Cheque Bounce Case,
Imposes X 7.25 Lakh Fine

MANGALURU

In a cheque bounce case
filed by Praveen Poojary, the
Mangaluru JMFC court has
convicted the accused Chan-
drashekhar and imposed a
fine 0f ¥7,25,000 under Sec-
tion 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act, 1881.

The court conducted the
trial under Section 255(2) of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973, and declared
Chandrashekhar guilty of
the offence. As punishment,
he has been sentenced to pay
a total fine of 27,25,000. In
the event of default, he will
undergo 5 months of simple
imprisonment.

Out of the fine amount,

%7,20,000 is to be paid as
compensation to the com-
plainant Praveen Poojary
under Section 357 of CrPC.
The remaining 35,000 shall
be deposited as court costs
to the state. If the fine is not
paid, the accused’s bail bond
and surety bond will stand
cancelled.

The complainant was rep-
resented in court by
advocates Raghavendra
Rao, Varti S. Lejis, Gauri
Shenoy, Royston, and
Anag. The case stemmed
from a dishonoured cheque,
and the court’s order aims to
provide relief to the
complainant while enforcing
accountability under the
law.

Aam Aadmi Party Protests Delayed Opening
of Public T01let Built Wlth MRPL CSR Funds

MANGALURU

The Aam Aadmi Party had
staged recently a protest de-
manding the immediate open-
ing of a public toilet con-
structed in 2018-19 with CSR
funds from ONGC MRPL,
which has remained locked
and unusable for the past five
years despite multiple repre-
sentations to the Mangaluru
City Corporation.

The facility, built near a
temple, was intended for pub-
lic use, particularly benefiting
devotees visiting the shrine,
vehicle drivers, and general
residents. However, it has
stayed closed, causing ongo-
ing inconvenience to thou-
sands who pass through the
area.

Even after being brought to

the corporation’s notice two
to three times over the last
five years, the toilet has not
been made functional on a
full scale.

In a press conference, stu-
dent Parashurama, homemak-
er Gangamma, and auto driv-
er Sunitha shared their dis-
satisfaction on behalf of the
public, highlighting the

daily struggles faced due
to the lack of accessible
sanitation.

AAP leaders and members
present included S.L. Pinto,
Venkatesh Baliga, Prasad Ba-
jilakeri, Leslie Fernandes, Na-
jir Ahmad Bava, Kabir Kati-
palla, Roshan Peris, Vasudev,
Sima Madivala, Sujata, Venu-
gopal Puchchupadi, and

Despite being
constructed in 2018-19 at
a cost funded by ONGC
MRPL under CSR, the
public toilet near a
temple in the city
remains closed for the
past five years, forcing
devotees, drivers, and
residents to face
hardships; AAP staged a
demonstration
demanding immediate
opening.

several others.

The party urged the Manga-
luru City Corporation to take
immediate steps to unlock,
maintain, and hand over the
facility for public use without
further delay.

Second Taluk Kannad

a Literary

Conference on February 21

MOODBIDRI

The second taluk-level Kan-
nada Sahitya Sammelana or-
ganised by the Kannada Sah-
itya Parishat (KSP), Mood-
bidri taluk unit, will be held
on February 21 at the Brah-
mashri Narayanaguru
Sabhabhavan in Kadandale,
organisers said on Monday.

Social activist Sucharita
Shetty has been chosen as the
honorary president of the re-
ception committee for the
conference.

The decision was taken at a
consultative meeting of of-

fice-bearers of the Kannada
Sahitya Parishat and represen-
tatives of local organisations,
held on February 2 at the
Brahmashri Narayanaguru
Sabhabavan in Kadandale.

Presenting the introductory
note, KSP treasurer Andaru
Gunapala Hegde outlined the
objectives of the conference.
Taluk president K. Venugopal
Shetty placed the proposed
framework and programme
schedule of the literary meet
before the gathering.

During the meeting, the or-
ganisers appealed for cooper-
ation and support from all

associations and organisations
in and around Kadandale to
ensure the successful conduct
of the conference.

KSP taluk secretary Sad-
ananda Naravi welcomed the
participants, while hobli pres-
ident Ramakrishna Shirur
proposed a vote of thanks.

The Kannada Sahitya Sam-
melana is aimed at promoting
Kannada language, literature
and cultural activities at the
taluk level and providing a
platform for writers, scholars
and cultural practitioners
from the region, organisers
said.

Women Must Stop Being Glamorous Followers
of Leaders: Motamma Urges Self-Reliance

MANGALURU

Senior Congress leader
Motamma advised women to
stop presenting themselves
as glamorous figures trailing
behind political leaders and
instead focus on growing
through their own strength
and capability.

Speaking at a convention
of women’s organisations in
the city, she expressed
strong dissatisfaction over
how women are often
used in political parties
merely for namesake
representation. Despite
women making up around

b y
50% of the electorate, they
are rarely given real deci-
sion-making power, she
said.

Motamma urged women to
move beyond conducting

politics in the shadow of
their husbands or sons.
Instead, they should
work in such a way that
leaders themselves come
seeking their assistance and
support.

Motamma also called
upon women to set aside
party differences and fight
unitedly for women’s rights
and greater participation in
governance. She emphasised
that true empowerment
comes from independent ef-
fort and influence, not from
decorative or secondary
roles in the shadow of male
leaders.

Armed Police
Head Constable
Passes Away

MANGALURU

Fire Destroys Tailoring
Shop and Household Items

BANTWAL

Head Constable Maruti La-
mani of the city armed police
unit has passed away follow-
ing a sudden brain haemor-
rhage triggered by acute hy-
pertension.

Originally hailing from
Haveri, Lamani was serving in
Mangaluru as a Head Consta-
ble in the armed police force.

Two days ago, after com-
pleting his duty, he returned
home and was playing with
his two young children when
he suddenly lost conscious-
ness. He was immediately
rushed to hospital, where doc-
tors confirmed a severe brain
haemorrhage.

Despite receiving intensive
treatment in critical care, he
breathed his last on Tuesday.
He is survived by his wife,
two children, and a large cir-
cle of relatives and friends.

Colleagues from the police
department and the local com-
munity expressed deep sor-
row over the untimely demise
of the dedicated officer.

A fire that erupted suddenly
in a rented house near Goo-
dinabali in B.C. Road on
Monday morning caused ex-
tensive damage worth lakhs
and left one person injured.

The house belongs to local
resident Charlie D’Souza,
while tenant Vijay Kulal’s
family was residing there. Vi-
jay sustained burn injuries
and was admitted to Bantwal
Government Hospital for
treatment.

The incident occurred
around 9:30 am when Vijay
and his daughter Raksha were
at home. The fire started
abruptly and spread rapidly,
engulfing the premises.

Neighbours and locals
rushed in upon noticing the
flames, pulling both Vijay and
Raksha to safety outside. Fire-
fighters from Bantwal fire sta-
tion were informed immedi-
ately, but the narrow access
road prevented heavy vehicles
from reaching the spot quickly.

Alternative arrangements

were made using smaller ve-
hicles, and fire personnel,
along with locals, eventually
brought the blaze under con-
trol. By then, most of the
household items and shop
stock had been reduced to
ashes.

Raksha had recently started
a small tailoring and garment
shop in B.C. Road, with all
materials, clothes, and equip-
ment stored at home. Every-
thing, including the tailoring
machine, was destroyed in the
fire, causing severe financial
setback to the already eco-
nomically backward family.

The exact cause of the fire
is yet to be ascertained. Local

authorities, including Gram
Panchayat officer Yashwitha
and staff member Sadashiva
Kaikamba, visited the site for
inspection.

Residents highlighted that
the narrow road—compound-
ed by the nearby railway sta-
tion and bridge—often hin-
ders emergency vehicle ac-
cess. They reiterated
long-standing demands to
widen the road, noting that
Monday’s incident once again
exposed the urgency of the
matter.

MLA Ramanath Rai also
visited the spot to assess the
situation and offer support to
the affected family.

Karnataka Police Intercept
1,220 Kerala Lottery
Tickets Valued at 72,000

MANGALURU

Karnataka police have con-
fiscated 1,220 Kerala State
lottery tickets valued at
roughly 372,000 during a
routine interception in the
Mangaluru region.

Officers stopped a vehicle
transporting the tickets from
Bandadka in Kerala toward
Sampaje in Karnataka. The
individual in possession re-
portedly intended to sell the
tickets at inflated prices
within the state.

Selling or transporting
Kerala lottery tickets is
prohibited under the Karna-
taka Lottery Prohibition Act.
Police described the seizure
as part of sustained opera-
tions targeting the illegal
lottery market, particularly
along border routes where
such activity remains
common.

The detained person was
found with the tickets during
heightened surveillance in

border-adjacent areas. All
confiscated tickets have
been secured as evidence,
and a formal case has been
registered at the local police
station.

Authorities noted that de-
spite the long-standing ban
on lottery sales in Karnata-
ka, Kerala tickets continue
to be smuggled across the
border for underground re-
sale, especially in rural and
semi-urban pockets near
Kerala. Enforcement teams
have increased monitoring
and vehicle checks in recent
months to disrupt these
networks.

The arrested person is ex-
pected to face charges under
the relevant provisions of
the Karnataka Lottery and
Prize Competitions Control
and Tax Act. Police are con-
tinuing their investigation to
determine the full extent of
the operation and any possi-
ble links to larger smuggling
rings.
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K\erala y6uth held at
B’luru station with

5 lakh ganja haul

BENGALURU
A 22-year-old youth from
Kerala was arrested at
Yelahanka railway station
for carrying ganja worth
about %5 lakh. The ac-
cused, G Jobin, a native of
Thiruvananthapuram,
was waiting at platform
number one with a bag
when he was intercepted
by a joint team of the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) and the excise de-
partment. On searching
his bag, officials recov-
ered six bundles of ganja
weighing around 12 kg.
Jobin attempted to flee
during the checking but
was caught immediately.
Though a Kerala native,
he had arrived on a train
from Odisha, an RPF
officer said.

Government PU
studentsin Karnataka
to get free textbooks

BENGALURU
From the next academic
year, students of govern-
ment pre-university col-
leges in Karnataka will re-
ceive textbooks free of
cost. Until now, free text-
books were provided only
to students from Classes
1to 10 in government and
aided schools. According
to an Education Depart-
ment circular, over 27 lakh
textbooks will be printed
for PU students. Children
studying in LKG and UKG
will also benefit, with
around 10 lakh books to
be printed for them. Addi-
tionally, moral science
textbooks will be distrib-
uted to all students, with
over 38 lakh copies
planned. However, the cir-
cular makes no mention
of free notebooks, despite
an earlier announcement
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Education
Minister Madhu Bangara-
ppa. Sources said the
proposal is awaiting
finance department
approval.

BDA to educate publiconillegal layouts

Authority warns buyers to vern‘y approvals as unauthorised sites face demolition risks

BENGALURU

After identifying hundreds of
unauthorised layouts across
its jurisdiction, the Bangalore
Development Authority
(BDA) has launched a public
awareness drive to educate
citizens on lawful construc-
tion and planning norms. The
initiative comes as part of ef-
forts to curb illegal urban
sprawl and prevent unsuspect-
ing buyers from investing in
plots that lack statutory ap-
provals.

Officials said the BDA will
issue 20 to 30 public interest
notices explaining what legal-
ly constitutes a layout, the
mandatory approvals required
before land development, the

authorities empowered to
grant such permissions, and
the jurisdictional limits of civ-
ic and planning bodies. The
awareness campaign is ex-
pected to begin from Budige-
re and adjoining areas, where
illegal conversions of agricul-
tural, green belt and valley
lands into residential plots
have been rampant.

BDA chairman N A Harris
said unauthorised layouts
have no legal standing and
buyers must exercise due dil-
igence before investing. “Ille-
gal layouts cannot be formed.
Buyers must verify approvals
from the BDA or other com-
petent authorities. Only after
development is completed
and permissions are in place

do we release the right to sell.
Sites without proper docu-
ments should never be pur-
chased, as they are vulnerable
to demolition and offer no
legal protection,” he said.

A survey conducted by

BDA officials last year
flagged 278 unauthorised set-
tlements and layouts across
Bengaluru’s East, South and
North zones, covering taluks
such as Yelahanka, Anekal
and Jigani. Data as of January

28 shows that most of these
layouts were carved out of ag-
ricultural land without statu-
tory approvals. Despite hav-
ing basic infrastructure like
roads, drains and electricity
poles, many of these sites fall
within green belt or agricul-
tural zones, making them in-
eligible for A-khata and prone
to future eviction drives.

A senior BDA official said
such developments disrupt
planned urban growth. “These
layouts were largely formed
without approvals, undermin-
ing zoning regulations. With
stricter khata norms now in
place, such violations are
less likely to recur, and
buyer interests are better pro-
tected than in the past,” the

official said.

The state government is in
the process of framing guide-
lines under which panchayat
and Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) bodies may
consider limited conversion
from B-khata to A-khata
through a defined procedure.
However, activists have
raised concerns that any broad
amnesty could legitimise
poorly planned and unautho-
rised layouts, weakening
long-term urban planning and
civic infrastructure.

According to the BDA, a
total of 229 illegal layouts
have been identified, includ-
ing 79 in Bengaluru East, 58
in Bengaluru South, 49 in
Yelahanka and 93 in Anekal.

Health dept moots QR codes
on medlcme packaglng

BENGALURU

In a move aimed at improving
medicine safety and accessi-
bility, the Karnataka Health
Department is planning to
propose the introduction of
indented QR codes on medi-
cine strips and packaging to
the Union government. The
initiative is intended to help
patients — particularly the
visually impaired — access
essential drug information
through smartphones, while
also allowing sellers to verify
the authenticity of medicines.

Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao said the proposal
follows his recent interaction
with representatives of a Jap-
anese company in Mysuru
and extensive field data gath-
ered from visually impaired
users. “Our government is
committed to equitable
healthcare and innovative
solutions. To support indepen-
dent living for persons with
visual disabilities, we are fo-
cusing on introducing QR
codes on medicine strips that
can provide essential drug in-
formation through smart-
phones,” Rao said.

The proposal draws from
findings of the Initiative for
Medication Practices and Ac-
cessibility through QR Code
Technology for the Visually
Impaired Persons (IM-
PACT-VIP) project, supported
by the Japan International Co-

If the OR code is placed in a predictable and stan-
dard location on medicine packaging, it can be easily
scanned to access critical details such as expiry date

and dosage — information that is often difficult or
impossible for a visually impaired person to read from

conventional labels.

operation Agency (JICA). The
project collected feedback
from nearly 500 visually im-
paired persons across Karna-
taka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana.

According to the Minister,
the proposed QR codes will
have tactile indentations, en-
abling visually impaired users
to locate and scan them easily.
“Smartphones can guide visu-
ally impaired users on how to
scan the code. I personally
interacted with a few visually
impaired people and found
that most of them are profi-
cient smartphone users. Even
if they are alone while buying

medicines, they will be able
to access information such as
dosage, composition, manufac-
turing date and expiry date,”
Rao said. As the proposal in-
volves changes to medicine
packaging norms, it will re-
quire standardisation and cen-
tral approval. “We will be send-
ing a detailed proposal to the
Centre to consider implement-
ing this at the national level,”
the Minister added. Officials
said the system could also help
curb counterfeit medicines, as
sellers and consumers would
be able to instantly verify
product authenticity through
the QR code.

World Cancer Day: SRV Agadi Hosp1tal leads community march

BENGALURU

Marking World Cancer Day
2026, SRV Agadi Hospital, a
leading multi-speciality tertia-
ry care hospital in Wilson
Garden, organised a Commu-
nity Awareness March on
Tuesday to promote early de-
tection, prevention and timely
access to cancer care. The
initiative brought together
students, healthcare profes-
sionals and community mem-
bers in a strong public show
of solidarity with cancer pa-
tients and survivors.

The march was flagged off
by Dr Niti Raizada, Senior Di-
rector, Medical Oncology and
Haemato-Oncology; Dr S
Krishnamurthy, Senior Consul-
tant, Surgical Oncology; Dr
Anju Agadi of SRV Agadi Hos-
pital; and Umar Ismail Khan,
Chairman, Al-Ameen College
of Management Studies. Held

ahead of World Cancer Day,
the event witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from students,
volunteers, medical staff and
local residents.

The march commenced at
Al-Ameen Institute of Man-
agement Studies on Hosur
Road and concluded at SRV
Agadi Hospital, Wilson Gar-
den. Participants wore sym-
bolic masks and carried
awareness placards, creating
a visually striking procession

that underscored a key mes-
sage: while each cancer jour-
ney is unique, collective
awareness and community
support can significantly im-
prove outcomes. The use of
visual symbolism helped
spark conversations around
early signs of cancer, screen-
ing and the importance of
timely medical intervention.
Addressing the gathering,
Dr Abhay Vispute, Found-
er-Director, SRV Hospitals,

PARAMESHWARA HITS BACH

emphasised the critical role of
early diagnosis. “Cancers de-
tected at an early stage have
significantly better outcomes.
Yet in India, late presentation
remains a major challenge.
Healthcare institutions must
stand visibly for awareness as
much as they stand for treat-
ment,” he said. He added that
many patients delay seeking
care until symptoms become
severe, highlighting the need
to educate communities about
subtle warning signs and
available screening options.
Dr Niti Raizada noted that
cancer care continues to face
gaps that hinder optimal out-
comes. “These care gaps act as
impediments for doctors and
caregivers in achieving the best
clinical results. Bridging these
gaps requires not just ad-
vanced treatment, but sus-
tained awareness and patient
empowerment,” she said.

Vidya Spurthi Academy
celebrates nubhav-2026,
stresses values

BENGALURU

Vidya Spurthi International
Academy, located at Laksh-
midevi Nagar in Laggere,
celebrated its grand school
anniversary Anubhav-2026
with an emphasis on values,
relationships and holistic
development of children.
Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, BK Ravi ex-
pressed concern over the
declining value of relation-
ships in the lives of today’s
children. He observed that
excessive use of mobile
phones has increasingly
turned into an addiction, af-
fecting children’s emotional
and social growth. Advising
parents, he said academic
marks alone should not be
the sole measure of a child’s
progress. “Parents must also
pay attention to sports, cul-
tural activities, artistic tal-
ents and other interests of
their children,” he said.
Ravi stressed that every
child has hidden talents and
it is the responsibility of
parents to identify, nurture
and encourage them. He
added that balanced devel-
opment would help children
grow into confident and re-
sponsible individuals.
Founder-President of the

school, D Umashankar,
highlighted the importance
of imparting value-based
education. He said children
must be taught the values of
the land, the nation, lan-
guage, culture and brother-
hood from a young age.
“Our teachers work with
dedication to instil patriotic
feelings and moral values in
students,” he said.

Umashankar also noted
that value-based education
helps children respect el-
ders, develop discipline and
grow into good citizens who
contribute positively to so-
ciety.

The celebration was
marked by colourful cultur-
al programmes, with stu-
dents entertaining the audi-
ence through dance perfor-
mances in a variety of cos-
tumes, drawing loud ap-
plause from parents and
guests.

Former Municipal Corpo-
ration member Thimmaraju,
CEO O Varun Kumar, Ad-
ministrative Officer T Ram-
achandra, Principal Dr S
Dilip Kumar, teachers, par-
ents and students were pres-
ent on the occasion, making
the anniversary celebration
a memorable and meaning-
ful event.

Ward
Delimitation
as per Revised
Notification

BENGALURU

As per the directions of the
Election Commission of In-
dia, as a preliminary step to
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion of the Electoral Rolls in
Karnataka, the Additional
District Election Officer,
Bengaluru North, has in-
formed that the 2025 elector-
al roll pertaining to the fol-
lowing seven Assembly Con-
stituencies can be compared
voter by voter with the 2002
electoral roll for identifica-
tion purposes:

151 — K.R. Pura, 156 —
Mahalakshmi Layout, 157 —
Malleshwaram, 158 — Heb-
bal, 159 — Pulakeshinagar

160 — Sarvagnanagar, 161
— C.V. Raman Nagar, This
comparison is being under-
taken for the Assembly Con-
stituencies falling under the
jurisdiction of Bengaluru
North,.

In this regard, Additional
District Election Officer and
Commissioner of Bengaluru
North City Corporation,
Pommala Sunil Kumar, has
appealed to the voters of
Bengaluru North to utilize
this process and get their
names mapped in the Voter
List 2025 (to be identified by
the serial number of the 2002
Voter List) and to inform oth-
ers about this and get more
mapping done.

Fake SSLC question papers circulated on Instagram

BENGALURU

The Department of School
Education has filed a police
complaint after fake SSLC

scanner for uploading fabri-
cated question papers and at-
tempting to collect money by
misleading users.

Krishnaji S Karichannavar,

preparatory examina-
tion question papers
were allegedly circu-
lated on Instagram,
triggering concern
among students and
parents. Two Insta-
gram accounts — del-

Director (Secondary)
of the Department of
School Education,
lodged a complaint
with the Central Cyber
Crime police, seeking
strict legal action
against those responsi-

ta kannadiga 21 and mr kan-
nadiga 2 — are under the

ble. According to the com-
plaint, the department had

conducted preparatory exam-
inations for Class 10 students,
with the second round begin-
ning on January 27. On the
same day, the account delta
kannadiga 21 allegedly up-
loaded a mathematics ques-
tion paper, falsely claiming it
to be the official SSLC exam-
ination paper scheduled for
January 28. The account is also
accused of posting a fabricated
Kannada first language ques-
tion paper on January 27, even
before the exam commenced.

‘Hate speech bill sent to Prez, bid to dump it in cold storage’

BENGALURU

Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara on Tuesday alleged
that Governor Thaawar Chand
Gehlot’s decision to refer
the Hate Speech and Hate
Crime (Prevention) Bill to
President Droupadi Murmu
was a deliberate attempt to
consign it to “cold storage”
and prevent it from becoming
law.

The Bill, which was passed
by both Houses of the legisla-
ture during the winter session
in Belagavi, was sent to the

Governor in December for
assent. Instead of clearing it,
Gehlot forwarded it to the
President, raising 28 queries
on various provi-
sions, Parameshwara
said.

Addressing media
persons, the Home
Minister said the
government would
respond if the Bill is
returned with the President’s
observations. “If the President
sends it back to us with her
remarks, we will examine
them, make the necessary

clarifications or changes, and
send it again,” he said.

Defending the legislation,
Parameshwara said the Bill
was introduced after
careful consideration
and in response to re-
peated instances of
hate speech. “We be-
lieve in freedom of
' speech, but that does
not mean anyone can
say anything without respon-
sibility. We have to consider
how such speech impacts so-
ciety. That is why this Bill
was brought,” he said.

Taking a swipe at the BJP,
Parameshwara questioned the
opposition’s criticism of the
Bill. “If you still say this law
is not proper, then what are
your motives? Should anyone
be allowed to abuse anyone?
Should we permit disturbanc-
es in society in the name of
free speech?”” he asked.

The Home Minister alleged
that the Governor did not
want the Bill to become law.
“In my opinion, the Governor
has intentionally referred it to
the President so that it does
not come into effect. He

wants it to be shelved forev-
er,” Parameshwara charged.

When asked about similar
hate speech-related legislative
developments in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, Parameshwara
said the situation would be-
come clearer in the coming
days. “Let us see what hap-
pens. I think things will im-
prove,” he added.

The referral of the Bill has
once again highlighted ten-
sions between the elected
government and the Raj Bha-
van over contentious legisla-
tion in the state.

High Court bins order sending
defamation complaint to police

BENGALURU

The High Court has quashed
a trial court order that referred
a defamation complaint
against Prof Niranjana, for-
mer Vice-Chancellor of Ban-
galore North University, to
the police for investigation,
holding that the procedure ad-
opted was legally flawed. The
court also set aside the subse-
quent registration of a crimi-
nal case based on that order.
The complaint was filed by
R Manjunatha, a part-time
guest lecturer in the universi-
ty’s journalism department.

Acting on the complaint, a
special court had referred the
matter to the Gulpete police
on June 4, 2025, for investi-
gation. Two days later, a case
was registered against Prof
Niranjana for offences under
Sections 3(1)(q) and 3(1)(u)
of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, and
Section 356(2) of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023. Challenging the pro-
ceedings, Prof Niranjana con-
tended that none of the allega-
tions made out the offences
invoked against him.
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Kannada Authority
Chairman to tour
Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA
Dr. Purushottam Bilimale,
Chairman of the Kannada
Development Authority,
will tour Chitradurga dis-
trict on February 4 to re-
view ongoing Kannada
projects. The day will be-
gin with a “Kannada Pro-
ject Progress Review
Meeting” at the District
Commissioner’s Office at
11am, followed by a press
conference at 1:30 pm.
Later, Dr. Bilimale will at-
tend another review
meeting at Chitradurga
Medical College and Re-
search Institute in Ran-
gavavanahalli, Gudda, at
3 pm. After completing
the district schedule, he
will travel to Haveri by 5
pm. The Chairman’s of-
fice said the tour aims to
strengthen project imple-
mentation and support
local Kannada initiatives.

Chitradurga Medical
College warns against
middlemen

CHITRADURGA
Chitradurga Medical Col-
lege and Research Insti-
tute has issued a warning
regarding fraudulent mid-
dlemen exploiting nurse
recruitment. A notification
issued on December 18,
2025, invited applications
for contract-based nurs-
ing positions. However,
officials reported that
some individuals are
falsely promising jobs in
exchange for money. Dr.
B.Y. Yuvarajraj, Director,
emphasized that recruit-
ment will be conducted
transparently and official-
ly by the institution. The
public is advised not to
pay any money to inter-
mediaries. Anyone ap-
proached with such offers
should immediately re-
port the person’s address
and mobile number to the
college authorities to pre-
vent scams and protect
aspiring candidates.

District to celebrate
Kayak Sharan and Sant
Sevalal

CHITRADURGA
Chitradurga district will
celebrate Kayak Sharanar
Jayantion February 10
and Sant Sevalal Jayanti
on February 15 to honor
the ideals of saints and
spiritual leaders. Assis-
tant Director Gurunath
B.M. said the programs
aim to spread their teach-
ings, promote equality,
and remove superstitions.
Floral tributes will be paid,
and lectures will highlight
contributions of Kayak
Sharans and Saint
Sevalal, the Kulaguru of
the Banjara community.
Celebrations will involve
local representatives,
Banjara community co-
operation, and district of-
ficials. Sardar Sevalal
Swamiji emphasized unit-
ing communities and pro-
moting social harmony.
The events were planned
in a preparatory meeting
at the District Collector’s
Office.

'CM’s Infrastructure Development
'Scheme: Work to start by Feb end

3 275 crreleased to the district; 178 works approved, 126 proposals worth ¥ 65 crore await sanction

CHITRADURGA

District Magistrate T. Ven-
katesh has instructed officials
to ensure Bhoomi Puja is
performed by the respective
MLAs for all works under
the Chief Minister’s Infra-
structure Development
Scheme, where tenders have
been completed, and to start
work by the end of February.

He gave these directions
while reviewing the progress
of various departmental
works at the District Magis-
trate’s office on Tuesday.

A total of Rs. 275 crore has
been released to the district

under the scheme, with Rs.
50 crore allocated each to
Molakalmuru, Challakere,
Chitradurga, Hiriyur, and
Hosadurga assembly constit-
uencies, and Rs. 25 crore to
Holalkere.

The MLAs have proposed
304 works, out of which ad-
ministrative sanction has
been granted to 178 works
costing Rs. 210 crore. Pro-
posals for 126 works worth
Rs. 65 crore are awaiting ap-
proval.

The District Magistrate
emphasized that all depart-
ments—including the Public
Works Department, KRIDL,

Urban Local Bodies, Munic-
ipalities, Nirmiti Kendra, and
Panchayat Raj—should in-
crease the pace of work
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while achieving both physi-
cal and economic progress.

Officials were also cautioned
to avoid duplication with

other grants such as DMF,
KMERC, NDRF, SDREF,
MPs’ Area Development
Fund, and Zilla Panchayat
projects.

He warned that criminal
action would be taken if the
same work is undertaken un-
der multiple grants.

The meeting was attended
by Additional Deputy Com-
missioner B.T. Kumaras-
wamy, Zilla Panchayat Chief
Planning Officer Gayathri,
PWD Executive Engineer
Nagaraj, RD & PR Depart-
ment Executive Engineer
Hanumanthappa, and other
officials.

Power cuts
planned in
Chitradurga
taluk areas

CHITRADURGA

Power supply will be disrupt-
ed in several parts of Chitra-
durga taluk on selected days
in February and March due to
emergency maintenance
work. The outage is required
as VINL undertakes aqueduct
construction for the Bhadra
Upper River Project on major
transmission lines. As part of
the work, the 220 KV Hire-
mallanhole—Chitradurga line
and the 66 KV Turuvanur—
Chitradurga line will be shut
down.

Power supply will be inter-
rupted on February 5, 8, 16,
22 and 26, and on March 1
and 5, between 10 am and 5
pm. Areas affected include
Madanayakanahalli, C.G.
Halli, Yelavarthy, Muddapura,
Hosagollarahatti, Bangarak-
kanahalli, Rayanahalli, Suren-
ahalli, Ainahalli, Thuruva-
noor, Doddaghatta, Hu-
nasekatte, [samudra, Kalage-
re, Kotehatti, Yalagodu, Nel-
likatte and nearby villages.
Consumers have been re-
quested to cooperate during
the maintenance period, said
the Chitradurga BESCOM
Executive Engineer. Officials
assured residents that essen-
tial services were informed in
advance and safety measures
would be strictly followed
throughout the scheduled
shutdown period locally.

Food grains meant for poor selzed in raid

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Food department officials
seized a large quantity of rice
and ragi that were allegedly
hoarded illegally in Gaurib-
idanur, officials said on Tues-
day.

The grains were meant for
distribution under the govern-
ment’s Anna Bhagya scheme,
which provides free food
grains to poor families. Act-
ing on a tip-off, officials raid-
ed a godown located in the
Agricultural Produce Market
area of Gauribidanur town.

According to Food Depart-
ment head Y.K. Pushpalatha,
the team found around four
quintals of rice and 80 quin-
tals of ragi stored inside the
godown. The stock is suspect-
ed to have been diverted from
the public distribution system

and kept for illegal sale.
Officials said the godown
belonged to a trader operating
under the name Dhanalaksh-
mi Traders. When officers
reached the spot, the godown
owner was not immediately
cooperative, they said. After
instructions from the Tahsil-
dar, the premises were opened
and inspected in the presence

of officials.

The seized food grains have
been taken into custody, and
further investigation is under-
way to find out how the stock
meant for beneficiaries was
diverted. Authorities are also
checking records to identify
others who may be involved.

Food department officers
said strict action will be taken

Food Department head
Y.K. Pushpalatha
reported about four
quintals of rice and 80
quintals of ragi found in a
godown, suspected
diverted for illegal sale.

against those found guilty of
misusing government welfare
supplies. They added that reg-
ular inspections will continue
to prevent black-marketing of
essential commodities.

Local residents welcomed
the action and said such raids
are necessary to ensure that
food meant for poor families
reaches them without delay.
Officials urged the public to
report any similar suspicious
storage or sale of subsidized
food grains so that timely ac-
tion can be taken.

Garden
developed to
eliminate garbage
black spot

UDUPI

In a continued effort to keep
Udupi city clean and beauti-
ful, a new garden has been
developed near Beedinagudde
Maidan (Block Stat) to pre-
vent garbage dumping in the
area. The initiative was taken
by 24 community mobilizers
appointed under the Interper-
sonal Communication Skill
Sub-unit of the IEC unit of
Udupi Municipal Corporation
SBM 2.0, under the guidance
of the Municipal Commis-
sioner. Working along with
health inspectors and supervi-
sors, the community mobiliz-
ers transformed a former gar-
bage black spot into a green
space and installed awareness
banners to discourage people
from dumping waste again.
Environmental Engineer Ravi
Prakash explained that simply
removing garbage from black
spots does not solve the prob-
lem, as waste continues to
accumulate if behavior does
not change.

He said that penalizing peo-
ple alone is not a long-term
solution. Instead, converting
garbage-prone areas into at-
tractive spaces like gardens
helps prevent repeated dump-
ing and supports the goal of a
clean city. Ravi Prakash add-
ed that similar beautification
work will be taken up at other
black spots within municipal
limits in the coming days.

Municipal Commissioner
Mahantesh Hangaragi appre-
ciated the efforts and ap-
pealed to the public to coop-
erate with the community
mobilizers. Health Inspector
Satish, Prakash Prabhu, Har-
ish Billava, city division su-
pervisors, and community
mobilizers were present.

Chitradurga drought relief
irregularities spark concern

CHITRADURGA

Challakere MLA T. Raghu-
murthy has raised serious
concerns over irregularities in
the distribution of drought re-
lief in Chitradurga district. He
urged authorities to take swift
action against those involved
in the misuse of funds.

According to the MLA,
around Rs 48 crore meant for
drought relief during 2022-23
has been misused across six
taluks of the district. In Chal-
lakere alone, irregularities
were reported in crop insur-
ance and the Fasal Bima
scheme, with Rs 83.10 lakh
allegedly misappropriated.
The total misuse in the dis-
trict is estimated at Rs 38
crore.

Raghumurthy criticized the
delay in taking action, saying
that village administrators

and tehsildars may be in-
volved. “Even after three
years, no effective measures
have been taken,” he said
during a recent assembly ses-
sion.

Minister Priyank Kharge
responded, stating that a for-
mal complaint has been regis-
tered and investigations are
ongoing. A court restraining
order is currently in place, but
Kharge assured that discus-
sions with the Advocate Gen-
eral are underway to lift the
restraint and ensure timely
action. The MLA emphasized
that transparency is crucial
and that proper measures
should be implemented so
that relief reaches the affected
farmers without delay. Offi-
cials said they are closely
monitoring the investigation
and will take appropriate ac-
tion based on the findings.

DC orders immediate action to prevent blood shortage

KOLAR

District Magistrate M.R.
Ravi has issued strict instruc-
tions to ensure there is no
shortage of blood for patients
in the district amid rising
health concerns, including
cholera. Speaking at the Dis-
trict AIDS Control and Pre-
vention Committee meeting
at District Dalit Bhawan, he
directed the health depart-
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ment to organize blood dona-
tion camps and maintain ad-
equate blood stock in all hos-
pitals.

Officials reported that the
district currently has five
functioning blood banks. Be-
tween April and December
2025, a total of 8,811 units of
blood were donated. Despite
this, occasional shortages
have been reported, putting
patients at risk. The meeting

also discussed issues related
to AIDS control, gender mi-
nority health, and drug regu-
lation. The District Magis-
trate emphasized the impor-
tance of proactive measures
and close monitoring of
blood bank supplies to ensure
life-saving blood is available
when needed. Authorities
have been asked to submit
regular updates on blood
availability.

DC reviews Tumakuru hospital services

TUMAKURU

District Commissioner Shub-
ha Kalyan conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the District
Hospital in Tumakuru, focus-
ing on patient care and hospi-
tal administration. During the
visit, he met District Surgeon
Asgar Beg and discussed the
growing number of patients
visiting the Outpatient De-
partment (OPD). He noted
that around 1,800 patients
were attending daily despite
only two counters and over
110 patients being admitted
each day. The Commissioner
advised the OPD staff to en-
sure timely treatment and im-

prove service quality. He also
visited the Integrated Public
Health Laboratory (IPHL),
reviewing blood tests and oth-
er diagnostic services. The
hospital was instructed to
complete pending tenders for
laboratory chemicals and re-

sume laboratory operations
immediately.

Shubha Kalyan emphasized
the need to start services at
the Maternal and Child Hos-
pital without delay. He per-
sonally listened to complaints
from patients, doctors, and

hospital staff, highlighting the
importance of smooth admin-
istration and quality health-
care delivery.

District officials were in-
structed to monitor patient
flow, streamline hospital op-
erations, and ensure that ser-
vices meet the required stan-
dards. The visit reflects the
administration’s commitment
to improving healthcare facil-
ities in Tumakuru and ad-
dressing issues faced by both
staff and patients.

Patients and staff welcomed
the review, hoping it will lead
to more efficient and timely
medical care in the district
hospital.

CHITRADURGA FARMERS RECEIVE
HUGE CROP INSURANCE AID

CHITRADURGA

Farmers in Chitradurga dis-
trict have received
much-needed relief after
suffering crop damage
during the 2025 Kharif sea-
son. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), around 7,880
farmers have been given a
total of Rs 12.40 crore as
compensation.

The payout comes as a
financial lifeline for fami-
lies struggling after the
loss of their crops due to
unexpected natural calam-
ities. Many farmers had
been worried about their
livelihoods, but the com-
pensation has brought
hope and stability to the
affected communities.

Union Minister of State
for Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare, R.N.K. Thak-
ur, highlighted that the

PMFBY scheme has been
successfully implemented
in Karnataka since 2016.
So far, a total of Rs
18,783 crore has been paid
to 1.34 crore farmers
across the state, showing
the government’s continu-
ous support to the farming
community.

MP Govinda Karajola,
who raised the issue in the
Lok Sabha, said the com-
pensation will help farm-

ers restart their agricultur-
al activities and reduce
financial stress. Local
farmers expressed relief
and gratitude, saying the
timely aid will ensure that
they can continue farming
and support their families.

Officials also urged
farmers to continue partic-
ipating in crop insurance
schemes to safeguard their
future harvests against un-
foreseen events.

Hospital struggle follows Kanakapura fire tragedy

RAMANAGARA

A heartbreaking accident has
taken the lives of three mem-
bers of a small family in
Kanakapura after a cooking
gas leak caused a sudden fire
inside their home. Neighbors
said the family struggled for
days in hospital before they
passed away, as they could
not get the full treatment they
needed in time.

The victims were Siddha
Raju, 50, his wife Savita, 45,
and their son Prashant, 24.
The family earned a living by
selling snacks from a pushcart
near their house. On January
26, they were preparing spices

and food items when a gas
cylinder pipe reportedly start-
ed leaking. Within minutes,
the room filled with flames.

Seeing the fire spread, Sid-
dha Raju tried to put it out,
but all three were badly
burned. Local residents
rushed to help and called the
fire brigade. Firefighters ar-
rived quickly and controlled
the blaze, but the family had
already suffered serious inju-
ries. They were taken to Vic-
toria Hospital in Bengaluru
for treatment.

Prashant died first on Janu-
ary 27. His father died two
days later, and Savita passed
away on January 30. Their

deaths have left neighbors in
shock and sorrow.

Kanakapura police have
registered a case and are in-
vestigating how the leak oc-
curred. Locals say the tragedy
shows the need for better
safety awareness and quicker
medical support for burn vic-
tims in emergency situations.

Community members gath-
ered outside the damaged
house to mourn the family
and offer prayers. Social
workers urged authorities to
improve hospital access for
poor patients and to spread
awareness about safe handling
of cooking gas cylinders in
homes locally.
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CJRoy death: Decision on judicial
inquiry lies with Sitharaman: GP

'"The Income Tax (IT) Department falls under the finance minister. We have
set up a special investigation team (SIT), which has begun the probe'

BENGALURU

Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara on Tuesday said that the
decision on whether a judicial
inquiry will be set up to probe
CJ Roy’s death lies with
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman.

“I know that a letter has
been written (by Kerala CM)
to the finance minister, but I
do not know the contents. Let
us wait on what she decides.
The Income Tax (IT) Depart-
ment falls under the finance
minister. We have set up a
special investigation team
(SIT), which has begun the
probe. Based on their report,

we will decide on the next
course of action,” Paramesh-
wara said.

“The SIT will record state-
ments of the family members
and others as needed. Before

the investigation concludes,
we can’t say the reason,” he
added.

Continuing its investiga-
tion, the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) is also examining

the medical history of Roy to
understand whether he had a
history of mental illness. Re-
portedly, Roy had visited a
psychiatrist in Jayanagar, a
day before his death on Janu-
ary 30.

Sources said that Roy's
claim to be debt-free may
have led the IT department to
probe him to find out the
sources of his funds. “Investi-
gations have accessed his call
detail records and other tech-
nical records. A detailed
scouring is underway to find
out who Roy spoke with im-
mediately before his death
and who were frequent call-
ers,” sources said.

TTD laddu cam: AP to set
up inquiry commission

HYDERABAD

The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet
on Tuesday decided to consti-
tute an inquiry commission to
identify the real masterminds
behind the Tirumala laddu
ghee adulteration scandal and
ensure strict action.

Chaired by Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu at the
Amaravati Secretariat, the
meeting sidelined all other
agenda items to focus exclu-
sively on the issue. Discus-
sions centered on the
CBI-monitored Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) report—
formed under Supreme Court
orders—which detailed the
adulteration process and de-
partmental lapses. Submitted

to the government, it recom-
mended action only against
direct accused, falling short of
exposing higher-level culprits,
the cabinet felt.

"The Cabinet extensively
reviewed key revelations, in-
cluding ghee supply irregular-
ities, relaxed tender norms,
quality control failures, and
forged documents," said Fi-
nance Minister Payyavula Ke-
shav.

Sources in the government
pointed out that Naidu present-
ed the CBI report, sparking a
nearly three-hour discussion.
Ministers, including Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan,
weighed in on next steps. The
Cabinet unanimously mandat-
ed legal/administrative action

against those named, plus re-
forms to prevent recurrence. It
resolved to form a short-term
inquiry team via the Commis-
sion of Enquiry for a time-
bound report.

"Safeguarding Tirumala Tir-
upati Devasthanam's (TTD)
sanctity is our top duty. No
devotee's faith in Sri Vari
Prasadam should be compro-
mised," Keshav emphasised.

Health Minister Satyaku-
mar Yadav accused the previ-
ous regime of Rs 250 crore
corruption, ignoring 2022
CFTRI warnings, easing ten-
ders for unverified firms, and
supplying chemical-based
ghee devoid of real milk be-
traying devotees and eroding
temple purity.
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Petitioner: Sri Gangadoddaiah S/o Munishmaiah | | Petitioner: Sri Gangadoddaiah Sfo Munishmaiah | |W/o. Akkoji rao, | would like to inform I, Mohamed Tousif Ahamed, S/o Nagappa, Residing at No.234, Opp. Email: zpudupi@gmail.com dedwed: 0820-2574880
paed about 37 years, R(aa#gl-z',!""ﬂ"‘i"a..ra' hged about SF years Riat #12, Honnavara, the general public that she has lost| | Nisar Ahamed and Rahamath Unnisa, | |Panchayathi ~ Office, ~Bidaraguppe
urushanahalli, Madhure Hobli, ' ’

her original sale deed dated 2-9-1987
registered in the office of the sub
registrar, Malur vide document No.
1097/1987-88 in respect of the property
bearing site no.3, katha No. 1767,

Taluk. VIS
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death

The Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk.
Doddaballapura.

li, Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura
VIS

ammow: 28-01-2026

Bangalore-562107 who is the owner
of Land bearing Sy.No.26/1 (Twenty
Six sub One) Dry land measuring 5-00
(Five) Acres, situated at Kasavanahatti

2Boev:ensd:de0s: Av: 3odos gBus: 0n: 2093%-¢
Zgus
WD VY TOWRONT HHEFTY 2TT TN

residing at Ward No. 23, Sunkal
Street, New Masjid Mohalla, Magadi
Town, Ramanagara District, Karnataka
- 562120, state that my name was

Taluk

Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death
The Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk.

Doddaballapura. TVOWRONT®

L - " = - - assessment No. 1712, measuring east . . village, Masthi Hobli, Malur Taluk, Kolar
: st b i | W, b Pt s o || LS T8 58| wronglyprimeas oahmed Tousi | (Dt same e s by | 0% SCOTTEM 113 % mep mowmoss eanrons
De 1 Births And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death | | Births And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death tsituate}fi lat E;\"efhlni ll?adavane,f I\élall..{r Ahamed in passport No. AJ616394. 1 ?elog metnnonefdogerstpn. IfL'Snyt' one @&mﬁd@ 10 mommcs ITDP PSPk e e‘bms&)r
. certificate of the father of petitioner by name LATE | | certificate of the father of petitioner by name LATE own, Kolar District. If anyone finds It, am correcting it as per my Aadhaar ound any type of Objections, Litigations,
bus1nessman MUNISHAMAIAH SI0 LATE LINGAPPA who died | [ MUNIYAMMA W(0 LATE MUNISHAMAIAH who | |kindly contact me within 15 days from and other o?ficial (focumyents M Legal Heir's objection with regard to the doohnon w123 riesodognvad,  a-pREhory
Bngf.gﬂl.n%ﬁ aTt rr;(nn;varalwllage, l\{l%qhure Hobli, ﬂiegrug Id:lj.thS.JSBZ aTtlHEméavaral Village, Il\ge_adh_ure the date of this ad. N < Mohamed To ¥ above said Sy.Number, they can contact ""ZS $0HY (Standard Tender Documents for Procurement
oddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District. obli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District. Sri. Pandurangappa, Advocate correct name is Mohamed Tousi e ‘ A
attacked by In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has | | In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has B psp-v.s buiding| | Ahamed. I have sworn before Hareesh ;"fmt‘m; ?)u(lf):lligaetie:ndg:)asf:eongot:;(gag of GOOdS) awodﬁﬁmﬁw@soé SROTOONAT BTE  TEFOD
interested in the said matter may appear in person | |interested in the said matter may appear in person i ’ . Nl _
. or through an advocate duly authorized before the | | or through an advocate duly authorized before the Ml\ﬁjlrt\éj/r;ka&eoslr_vgglgzgzsoalg;l R. Notory, Magadi at 29-01-2026 the below mentioned Address and to AOWTAETTOOT @30(30?\")3 Qﬁ@@w@)‘c}ﬁd} G038 29
dellvery agents above said court on 10.03.2026 In defauit this| | above said court on 10.03.2026 In defauit this - - Mobile Number. There is no any type of 01-2026 ©om 07— 02 20266 e:)wtmﬁ 5. 30 no3on=3N
matter will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte | | matter will be heard and disposed off an ex-parte i °
et | [P e | [z | soom somoss yoronro, sy Sabacss
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the | | Given under my hand and seal of the court on the : e
NEW DELHI o ooee™ e ™ Crl. Mis. No.: 689/2025 Crl. Mis. No: 688/2025 of this Publication. BeR womofwf awrmw 9n3 IRF* A 0935 9880417532

Address:-

V.M. Ravimurthy S/o.late Muniyappa,
Vokkaleri Village, Vokkaler. Hobli,
Kolar Taluk, Kolar District,
Mobile No.9880303005.

By order of the court QROOT BEODWBTNT.
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge &

JMFC Doddaballapura

By order of the court BETWEEN: Sri. Munishamappa & Another. BETWEEN: Sri. Munishamappa & Another.
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge& | [ .| PETITIONERS. | | = ... PETITIONERS.
JMFC Doddaballapura -AND- -AND-
The Tahasildar, Devanahalli. The Tahasildar, Devanahalli.
........ RESPONDENT veeeree. RESPONDENT
Whereas the above petition was Whereas the above petition was filed
filed by the petitioners for the relief order by the petitioners for the relief order of
of granting Death Certificate of the Avula grantlng Death Certificate of the Papa @
Narasamma W/o. late. Papa @ h S/o late. who died
Doddapapaiah who died on 02-08-1987. on 12-05-1984.

Whereas, if any interested parties who Whereas, if any interested parties who
have any objections are Noticed to appear have any objections are Noticed to appear
in the said case in person or by a Pleader in the said case in person or by a Pleader
duly authorized. The said petition stands duly authorized. The said petition stands
posted on 04-03-2026 at 11-00 A.M. In posted on 04-03-2026 at 11-00 A.M. In
default of appearance on that day as default of appearance on that day as
above mentioned, the matter will be heard above mentioned, the matter will be heard
and determined. and determined.

Given under my hand seal of the court Given under my hand seal of the court
this on this Day 30-01-2026. this on this Day 30-01-2026.
By order of court, By order of court,
Chief Ministertal Officer, Chief Ministertal Officer,

Civil Judge & JMFC Court Devanahalli. Civil Judge & JMFC Court Devanahalli.
Chethan Kumar .S., Advocates, Chethan Kumar .S., Advocates,
Abhayalakshmi complex, Abhayalakshmi complex,
Shanthi Nagar South, Sulibele Road, Shanthi Nagar South, Sulibele Road,
Devanahalli Town. PH-9844907138. Devanahalli Town. PH-9844907138.
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A 36-year-old busi-
nessman who went to a
party at night was al-
legedly beaten to death
by three food delivery
riders in central Delhi's
Connaught Place. The
incident happened on
the night of January 3.
The businessman, Shi-
vam Gupta, had been
in a hospital fighting
for his life for over two
weeks. He died on Jan-
uary 19 of the severe
injuries he suffered.
The police are check-
ing CCTV footage of
the area, and have tak-
en Gupta's blood-
stained clothes for fo-
rensics work. A case
has been filed.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public are hereby informed that my client
Smt.Deepa V W/0 Rajkumar, residing at #3,
3rd Main Road 4th Cross, V R Puram Palace
Guttahalli, Bangalore North, Karnataka-560003,
My client are willing to purchase the property by
availing a loan with Piramal Finance limited by
the present property owner Mr.Anandkumar P
S/0 Late Papaiah, Registered Sale Deed
Document No.BDH-1-03292-2024-25, dated:
14-08-2024, my client further states that any
disputes his ownership or possession of the
schedule property member of the public are
hereby notified that if anyone having any adverse

Naveen.R, Advocate, Opp Court Road, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur Town.
Date: 02.02.2026

Naveen.R, Advocate, Opp Court Road, Rojipura,
Doddaballapur Town.
Date: 02.02.2026
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Govt of Karnataka
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PWD DIVISION,
KALABURAGI
No: EE/PWD/KD/TS-5/Tender Notification/2025-26/7341 Date : 02.02.2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

1) Name of Work: Executive Engineer PWD Division Invites tender for the
(19) works Under MP LAD, CMIDP and KKRDB, for inden No. (GEN(10) 32907,
32959, 32962, 32901, 32899, 32878, 32875, 32870, 32868, 32985, (02 Work Res
for Cat-2A, - 32958, 32871) (04-Work Res for SC Cat-32964, 32905, 32961,32812,)
(02 Works Res for ST Cat-32963, 32906) (01 Work Res for Cat-1-32938)
2) Estimate cost : Min Rs. 10.00 Lakhs, Max Rs. 250.00 Lakhs 3) Eligibility of
Contractor : Class IV, I11, I, I and above, 4) EMD Amount Min. Rs.11,000.00 and
Max. Rs.3,18,000.00, 5) Pre Bid Meeting : 11.02.2026 (11.00 Hrs), 6) Last date for
quries : 12.02.2026 (17.30 Hrs), 7) Last date for Submission of Bid : 13.02.2026
(16.00 Hrs), 8) Date of Opening of Technical Bid : 16.02.2026 (16.30 Hrs), 9) Date
of Opening of Financial Bid (for Two Cover) : 17.02.2026 (11.30 Hrs), 10) Enqui-
ries : Office of the Executive Engineer PWD Division Kalaburagi. 11) Note : GST
will be paid Separately. 12) website:www. e-proc.karnataka.gov.in, 13) Bidders
Should Note That : Note: 1) Undersigned reserved the right to Cancel / Postpone/
Reject any or all the tenders at any point of time during tender process without
assigning any reason. 2) Changes in the tender process will not be Published in
the News Papers Bidders may get Details of Changes in KPPP Portal Only.
Sd/-Executive Engineer
PWD Divison Kalaburagi

Zilla Panchayat, Bengaluru South Dist.
RURAL DRINKING WATER AND

SANITATION DIVISION RAMANAGARA
No: EE/RDWS&SD/RMG/TND-11/JE/0S.Call-2/1970/2025-26 Date: 03.02.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Division Ramanagara is inviting
on behalf of Governor of Karnataka State invites tenders from eligible
tenderers, for the works detailed below As Per Standard Bid document.
Two Cover Tender procedure as per Rule 28 of the KTPP Act shall be
followed. The Tenders are required to be submitted through e-
Procurement mode through e-portal hitps://kppp.kamataka.gov.in/
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NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARE CERTIFICATES

Notice is hereby given that the following share certificates issued by ASM
Technologies Limited by Folio No. ASM004813 standing in the name of
JLAVIA D’SOUZA (clerical/typographical error by the company) — the correct
name being FLAVIA D’SOUZA, now known as FLAVIA MARIA DSOUZA
PEREIRA are stated to have been lost or misplaced and the registered share
holder(s) applied for issue of duplicate share certificate(s).

The details of the share certificates are as under, comprising 10 Equity Share
Certificates of 100 Equity Shares each (Total 1000 equity shares)

R, SWWIAT ToUR®, = 8553484899

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1042/Deshpande Publicity/2025-26

FTOFEIT BT

claim in respect of the said property hereby Providing Man Power Services on Outsource basis for Rural
advised to place their claim with appropriate FOLIONO. | REGISTERED SHARE HOLDER(S CERT. DIST. DIST. | EQUITY - - -
writen eudonce. plase i it clams /] W] e | To | SRS || | prinking Water Supply & Sanitation Division & Sub-Divisions In THIEO TOWROWS TOCITVFT VO, HETIOTT
ggg&,r;ﬁn‘gtgeoénqggg?:éﬁ" of this narice there ‘:gmggj“g}g ggggs gg}gggl gg}gsgg 188 Bengaluru South District. T2:0821-2330109, —s3hees*: itstaff_ulb_srirampur@yahoo.com
Ef!é;fg‘fzﬁ%E%‘;Z&;‘%;;ig‘g*t“sgz&c,t‘_’g;,i‘;w"%ﬁ_ ASHIOO4813 23258 _| 2576701 | 2316600 | 100 || | Schedule is given below: 1) Amount Put to Tender: Rs.72.96 Lakhs. Oz0OT: 03.02.2026
Vilage. Bldaanal Hobi Bangloe Eac Tk | | 04813 JLAVIA D'SOUZA 2329 | 2915001 1 28159001 10| | EMID: Rs.1,46,000/- 2) Period of Contract: 12 Months 3) Last Date for Bowo® IJzeasd
Measuring: East to West: 30 Feet & North to ASMO004813 (Now known as 23260 | 2315901 | 2316000 100 P i . - 2 2.2.3-3 — = 3 =303
Eglljlrlllazezgoir:l tﬁg _mé::lur'i’ng S{Sr?[J/ASNqéfgraaS'g ASM004813 | FLAVIA MARIA DSOUZA PEREIRA) | 23261 | 2316001 | 2316100 | 100 submission of Tender: 18.02.2026 Upto 5.30 P.M. 4) Opening of B2 JgE3 2. —TREEFST TNE503T [,
Property, West by: 12 Fot Road, uﬁm by: | || ASM004813 23262 | 2316101 | 2316200 [ 100 Technical Bid of the Tender: 20.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M. 5) Opening of | | 8cTe0RT We3pd TWOLONE BNATHFTOTT/D, FTFwE WBFRIT FONTBNAYY TOTSF 3
g:ilR\gizléﬁs’zlerZLcigy?rtnyouth by: Site No.2 ASM004813 23263 | 2316201 | 2316300 | 100 Financial Bid of the Tender: 21.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M. @mﬁdes 1999-20003 @@d écgw{aqé_l, 6{3%5_2, 5333_30 3@3@5_3 8)03353@6;503) 3.0.8.—
1“{‘,{?{,‘“,,’,121}’{'{2}5 e L For further particulars/details may avail from the office of the DRBRD LT Fperirer mNOTT 2025-26 Fe AOF TOWCRS JH AREHTODR FINT
gNloul BA"s'%Sé’é&"ﬂ'ﬂ”@%éﬁ??&LsLé’ Aﬁnggffl?l who has/have any claim in respzszfi)f thff:io; cezrtailszsaoti(s) s1r?<0)uld dersi dz ing office h y|| king d d isit th TEITRONTA  STE BA0mRINE  DIRT00T ééoddamfaiacl w@@f)mﬂd. o&_ﬁwﬂéw
engaluru-; . Mo 0. . . -2
lodge his/her/their claim with all supporting documents with the Company or un ber'flglrtl: /u/:lng Oklce :)UIIS on a_ \;VOI’ Ing days and may visit the https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in &SR0T QROR, méﬁ BN 233 ﬁdé_aamfabd ﬁma%a@@%@m %2%35
KFin Technologies Ltd, Selenium Tower B, Plot 31-32, Gachibowli, Financial | | WEDSItE NILPS://KpPp-Karnataka.gov.in o o p N . .
LIS (O | Diirict, Hycerabac-500032. 1 no vald and legiimate diam i received it Sd- QEBTATR), 3630 slesiodd) HOWORATHOOT T, WerAEF www.stirampuratown.mrc.gov.in ROT
1, Rani Manjunath Aradhya w/o 15 days from the date of publication of this notice, the Company will proceed Executive Engineer 553(3)&@%&)5)633.
Manjunath Aradhya, resident of | | 1 issue duplicate share certificate(s) to the share holder(s) listed above and no|| | pipRiBSDIB0B/SA2025-26 RDW&S Divison, Ramanagara. | | siodor wer =gmed wosmd Omo%: 17022026 =0z 530 rowh . 0% 2F 00T ISods
Aralepete, Ramanagara 562159, further claim would be entertained from any other person(s). Sd/- B90219.02 2026M - 1,00 RouR 2023598 538 0TS 36033‘3)33 a8 2 26.01.2026
do deglare that}am the mother FLAVIA D’'SOUZA - - 000%T:19.02. w’amr% . O ALT) B o Qo03T: 01,
s LA Sendara s | | Prnce: Murapar > ravamarapsolyipunes | ESISRISCICTISWERISIC NS = O ) | spmes, oot
n nis andar arks ace: umbal 2 Py N
. . &8esef- 562106, Sonsets S 3¢ 3 tHoro® ney He3 VART.R =R
Card, my name is mentioned as QT[T = = DeTRS
Honnamma Rani. But my name RRTTES Kos3: 080-27859225, @-sheek: |tstaff7uIbfanekal@yahoo.co.in o (¥3n9Q) (¥3n$Y) "
is presently recorded as RANI Government of Karnataka ) TF; 080-27830092 01 [DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT53923 8472 170 Other
“gﬁg‘;ﬁﬂﬂﬁf,ﬁﬁ%ﬁ;ﬂ;!;?! PU_b|IC Works De_partn‘!ent FosB;: T0.59.¢5/%3.59 £20RT /10/2025-26 0T900%:03.02.2026 02 [DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK :INDENT53936 83.75 1.68 Other
and bank records, That the names OMﬁI;TJ?'L"Ei\E/)i(:ic:::w;VIEn:::'(:er, $30BT°Y TIWM (3vaa— BRIFSS HAOE TRT) gi DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54388 :é;g iij Other
MANJUNATH ARADHYA refer Y_ , My | . sz HIIBODH [IIGE 200HE 5 90T TTOMRONST DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54396 . . Other
toone alrfuilthhe same person, E-mail: eepwdmys21@gmail.com oTF DEOmT0 TRt R TRO00T HORs SENEOANGS 05 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54398 55.68 111 Other
s 1o clafy the varition in Phone No. & Fax No. 0821-2420810 3 2 A o RN, 06 |DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54420 5447 1.09 Other
myname or thepuroseofmy | |IFT No. 31/2025-26 Dt.31.01.2026 g“"égiéﬁgfgﬁwgw gf;fg;@ h“P:”épppgaga*:‘a-9°"-;;‘ 07 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54426 845 169 Other
son's passport application. 8390 T =B BTUAAVZVT. LOBT” W 08 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK INDENT54427 75.35 1.50 Oth
Thave sworn to an affidavit ITEM WISE SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION R < = N - er
before T.V. Indira, Notary Public, , TYS  [RLEMN FPE00RH  IFORTY  wlwer; ToBoR 09 [DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54429 8267 165 Other
Ramanagara on 17-01-2026. On pehalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Exe(?u“ve ©OTVONPOT méoéoibma wcsmm%;umm 30wo° mﬁaédaow 10 [DMA/2025-26/OW/WORK _INDENT54446! 83.11 1.66 Other
'Englne:er, Public W(?rks .Department has published] |53 5.2.2.2 Bpeer R AMETRAMS BRFTOBAY SHITH 11 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53935 4376 0.8 Other
11| 44, [\ 3 |item wise Tender nofification for the works approved| | omone sPommss seaommm e vz | | |12 |DMA2025-26ROWORK _INDENT53922 2933 059 Other
L ZIDAN, S/ ances UL | |Under this division with KW-2 and 3 Conditions &] | 5 m50my s smacemmm. 13 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK _INDENT54379 361 072 Other
Haque, resident of No. 11, | |Regulations with Two cover systems, which has been —— 14| DMAJ2025-26/OW/WORK_INDENT54452 1971 05 Other
PK House, 9th Main, Ex | |approved under the head of account 4059-80-051-0-1 |5 ot om0 oo w0l mee | e 15| DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK INDENT53921 61385 0,62 sC
Servicemen Colony, Vasanth | 160-422 SCP for the year 2025-26. The Min APT is] |[zo TSNS sowots 50 ) ANYQ 16 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK INDENT53934 68.2 0.68 sC
N Bengaluru-560001 ; ; (BR.03n¥Y)| (2.5%) > >
r?gvaer’chir:\%ae;rr:;/ ame. Rs.21.08 Lakhs and Min EMD amount is Rs.0.50 e — S 17 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT54430 82.22 0.82 sC
to ZIDANE UL HAQUE, Lakhs. Max APT is Rs.80.73 Lakhs and Max EMD z@;ﬁ; u@if;;’; @Tﬁ:@ 18 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK INDENT54455 751 0.75 sC
vide affidavit dated: amount is Rs.1.61Lakhs.Tenders shall be Submitted e ég o <ad>:> . 19 | DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK INDENT54447 29.73 0.3 SC
03.02.2026, before Notary G. | |in KPP-Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from Tl ol DD 2 DMA/2025.26/ 20 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK INDENT54392 83.97 0.84 ST
DAYANATIOR Bangelore: | 131.01.2026 to 09.02.2026 within 17.00 PM. KPWDI || 200 2 0 C% Lol wmoRk. | gga | 136,920/ 21| DMA2025-26/RDIWORK_INDENT54421 80.98 081 ST
Class-1V & above Contractor Registered in KPP-Portal e, 3 xo@% Suwsies, 3 mozs| INDENT ’ _ 22 | DMAJ2025-26/FP/WORK_INDENT54440 8432 0.84 ST
are eligible. More details can be obtained from the oo wdwT deo w0 23 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53924 69.33 0.69 CAT-11(A)
office of the under Signed during office hours. AR TOTAFNG  TATS 24 | DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53925 84.56 0.85 CAT-11(A)
Note: 1) Undersigned reserves the right to accept or DT TN TATRFUCE ;: DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT54424 7:'2 00'82 CAT-11(A)
To place a reject any tenders and cancel the tender process and = DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT54443 31'53 0'32 CAT-11(A)
o reject all tenders ant any time prior to the award of ﬁ@%wd »30@55\71%133 N@M):S 330D QT0F: 12.02.2026 DMA/2025'26/RD/WORK_|NDENT54442 . — B CAT-1
classified ad contract. 2) Any amendments or modifications in tender| | 37 zoed 5 30 osiodTL. R B33 DI TN SRR, https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in ek FSQ SeeieRRTD.
. . . . . -2 wo_ s
contact: notification will be published in KPP-Portal Only. 2. TR SR&IRN Tk Fpewr FIY SRBTR. /- o y;“;gcsg e e ";"S/H ses
' Sd/- Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, N ( a;@@@ﬁ@;{; ) ( m‘;ﬁ @';; )
- e ) B)
080 4]209042 DIPR/DDMYSH592/KSMCA/903/2025-26 Mysuru Division, Mysuru O /.3 5386 /T ST 4/2025-26 DTZI, Seser. Tedro TWowPON, BETIOTT TmROV/yRAT/1597 /DT DT 2/2025-26 Tegro WO, BETROTHT
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| NIA officials probing
recent tensionin
Murshidabad district

Kolkata
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) probing
the violence in Murshi-
dabad district’s Beldanga
area for two days last
month over the death of a
migrant worker from
West Bengal in neigh-
bouring Jharkhand, is fo-
cussing on the angle of
‘cyber-instigation’ though
which the local people
were misled and pro-
voked by projecting a
case of suicide as a mur-
der. The NIA officials have
already visited the cy-
ber-crime police station
at Baharampur to collect
information and clues on
the messages sent from
different social media ac-
counts just before the vio-
lence broke out at Bel-
danga over the unfortu-
nate incident.

Cong infighting over
ticket distributionin
Jagtialintensifies

Hyderabad
Infighting within the Con-
gress in Telangana’s Jag-
tial district over allotment

of party tickets for munici-
pal elections intensified
with senior leader T.
Jeevan Reddy openly ex-
pressing his anger over the
party giving more tickets
to the group of his rival M.
Sanjay Kumar in Jagtial.
The former minister is an-
gry as his group has been
given 20 tickets while
Sanjay Kumar'’s followers
managed to secure 30
tickets for the February 11
municipal elections. A
large number of Congress
cadres gathered at Jeevan
Reddy’s residence on
Tuesday. He is holding a
meeting with his support-
ers to decide the future
course of action.

Italy’s Leonardo forge
ties to build helicopter
ecosystem

Ahmedabad
Adani Defence & Aero-
space and Italian major

Leonardo on Tuesday an-
nounced a strategic part-
nership to develop, man-
ufacture, and sustain a
helicopter manufacturing
ecosystem in India. The
MoU, signed between the
two companies, is a
“landmark partnership
which will establish a fully
integrated helicopter
manufacturing ecosys-
tem in India, addressing
surging military demands
and propelling the nation
toward self-reliance in
helicopter production,”
according to a joint state-
ment issued by the two
defence majors.

‘Focus on grassroots to sustain

NDA’s electoral momentum’

Modi guided NDA leaders on elections, grassroots engagement, and
development; MPs praised recent trade agreements boosting economic growth

NEW DELHI

Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on Tues-
day said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has guided
leaders of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) on
preparations for upcoming
state elections, urging them to
remain closely connected
with people at the grassroots
level to sustain the coalition’s
electoral momentum.
Speaking to mediapersons
after the NDA Parliamentary
Party meeting, Rijiju said the
Prime Minister emphasised
the importance of organisa-
tional strength and continuous
public engagement. Accord-
ing to him, Modi advised
NDA leaders and Members of
Parliament to intensify their
grassroots work, ensuring that
the alliance’s development
agenda continues to resonate

with voters across states head-
ing into elections.

Rijiju also said that NDA
MPs congratulated the Prime
Minister for a series of recent
trade agreements signed with
developed nations, which he
said would “greatly benefit
the common people.” He not-
ed that these agreements were
discussed in detail during the
meeting, with leaders express-

ing optimism about their
long-term economic impact.
The NDA Parliamentary
Party meeting was convened
on Tuesday at the Parliament
Library Building in New Del-
hi. The session focused on
deliberations over the Union
Budget 2026 as well as the
government’s broader road-
map for Viksit Bharat 2047,
the vision document aimed at

transforming India into a de-
veloped nation by 2047.

Several senior leaders at-
tended the meeting, including
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, Union Health
Minister J. P. Nadda, and BJP
National President Nitin
Nabin, along with other NDA
ministers and Members of Par-
liament. Rijiju said the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party formally
welcomed its new national
president, Nitin Nabin, during
the meeting. He added that
the session also included a de-
tailed discussion on India’s
expanding global economic
engagement under Modi’s
leadership. “There was dis-
cussion about historic trade
deals under Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership, including
nine trade agreements re-
ferred to as free trade agree-
ments,” Rijiju said.

Jailed Mokama MLA takes

PATNA

Newly elected Mokama legis-
lator Anant Singh on Tuesday
took the oath of office in the
Bihar Legislative Assembly,
despite being lodged in jail in
connection with a murder
case. His oath-taking was car-
ried out under strict security
arrangements after receiving
special permission from the
Patna Civil Court. Anant
Singh, a prominent and often
controversial political figure
in Bihar, was brought to the
Assembly from Beur Central
Jail in Patna under heavy po-
lice escort. As per the court’s
directive, he was transported
in an ambulance and re-
mained under close surveil-
lance throughout the process
to ensure security and compli-
ance with legal conditions.

Officials said the temporary
movement from jail to the As-
sembly was carefully moni-
tored, with multiple layers of
security deployed along the
route and within the Assem-
bly premises. After arriving at
the House, Singh formally
took the oath as a Member of
the Legislative Assembly,
marking his official assump-
tion of office following his
recent electoral victory from
Mokama.

After the oath ceremony,
Anant Singh briefly met Nit-
ish Kumar inside the Assem-

oath in Bihar assembly
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bly premises. He also greeted
several people present there,
acknowledging supporters
and legislators before being
escorted back under security.

Prior to leaving Beur Jail
earlier in the day, Singh spoke
briefly to mediapersons and
said his immediate focus was
on securing his release from
jail through legal means. He
expressed confidence in the
judicial process and reiterated
his commitment to serving
the people of his constituency.

Addressing the residents of
Mokama, Singh said that de-
velopment work in the con-
stituency was continuing de-
spite his incarceration. He
assured voters that once he is
released, he would personally
meet people, listen to their
concerns and complete all
pending development works.

“All the work of Mokama
is going on. When I come out,
I will meet everyone and
complete all the remaining
work,” he said.

Anant Singh’s oath-taking
has drawn attention due to the
unusual circumstances under
which it was conducted. Le-
gal experts note that Indian
law allows elected representa-
tives in judicial custody to
take oath with court permis-
sion, ensuring that the demo-
cratic mandate of voters is not
negated by pending legal pro-
ceedings.

Boat capsizes in Mahisagar
river, eight rescued safely

VADODARA

More than eight passengers
were rescued after a small
boat carrying daily commut-
ers capsized in the Mahis-
agar river near Padra in Gu-
jarat on Tuesday morning,
narrowly averting a major
tragedy, officials said. No
casualties were reported,
though authorities are still
verifying the exact number
of people on board at the
time of the incident.
According to preliminary
information, the passengers
had boarded a private boat
from the Padra side and
were travelling towards
Gambbhira when the mishap
occurred midstream. Offi-
cials said the boat appears to
have lost balance, possibly
due to a strong current in
the river, causing it to sud-
denly tilt and overturn. All
passengers were thrown into
the water, triggering panic
among those on board.
Eyewitnesses said passen-
gers began shouting for help
as they struggled to stay
afloat. Local boatmen,
swimmers and residents
who were nearby immedi-
ately rushed to the spot and
launched a rescue operation
without waiting for official

assistance. Their swift re-
sponse ensured that all pas-
sengers were pulled out of
the river safely. “The boat
suddenly tilted and over-
turned. Everyone fell into
the water at once. We
jumped in immediately and
managed to rescue them,”
said a local eyewitness who
actively participated in the
rescue efforts. Videos from
the scene showed residents
forming a human chain near
the riverbank as others used
small boats to help bring
people to safety.

Police officials confirmed
that no injuries or fatalities
were reported, describing
the rescue as timely and ef-
fective. “All passengers
have been rescued safely.
We are still confirming how
many people were travelling
in the boat,” a police official
said.

The incident has once
again highlighted the grow-
ing risks faced by commut-
ers following the closure of
the Gambbhira bridge, a key
link between Padra in Va-
dodara district and parts of
Anand district. The bridge
was shut after it sustained
structural damage, forcing
residents to take a detour of
nearly 50 to 60 kilometres.

Centre betraying
farmers, Akhilesh over
India-US Trade Deal

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
launched a sharp attack on the
Centre over the India—United
States trade agreement, alleg-
ing that opening India’s agri-
cultural market to American
farm produce and food grains
amounted to a betrayal of the
country’s farmers.

His remarks add to the
growing political debate sur-
rounding the implications of
the recently concluded trade
deal. Yadav said that nearly
70% of India’s population de-
pends directly or indi-
rectly on agriculture
and questioned
whether the BJP-led
government was de-
liberately weakening
the country’s self-reli-
ant farming system \
under foreign pres-
sure. He accused the Centre
of undermining India’s agri-
cultural independence in the
name of trade liberalisation.

Taking to X, the former Ut-
tar Pradesh chief minister said
the Bharatiya Janata Party had
once again “attacked farmers”
by agreeing to open Indian
markets to American agricul-
tural products. He demanded
that the government explain
what kind of pressure com-
pelled it to allow farm pro-
duce and food grains from the
United States into the Indian
market.

Yadav alleged that the
move would severely impact
the livelihoods of millions of
farmers across the country.
He accused the BJP and its

He accused the Centre of
undermining India’s
agricultural independence
in the name of trade
liberalisation

allies of acting as agents of
foreign interests and sacrific-
ing the welfare of Indian
farmers for political and eco-
nomic gains. Targeting the
ruling party’s repeated em-
phasis on self-reliance and
Swadeshi, he said the BJP
must clarify how much “com-
mission” it had earned by
compromising the country’s
economy.

The Samajwadi
Party chief further
warned that the con-
sequences of the trade
deal would extend be-
. yond farmers. He said
[ the opening of agri-
. cultural markets could
hurt the lower middle class
and middle class by encourag-
ing the emergence of a new
class of profiteers and middle-
men in food grains and agri-
cultural commodities. Ac-
cording to him, this would
ultimately lead to a rise in
prices of essential food items,
increasing the cost of living
for ordinary citizens.

Yadav also alleged that po-
litical funding from large cor-
porate players would further
push up prices, aggravating
economic inequality. He cau-
tioned that declining farm in-
comes could force farmers to
sell their land to wealthy indi-
viduals and corporations,
gradually concentrating land
ownership in fewer hands.

CBI takes over Ankita murder
probe, books ‘unknown VIP’

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has formally
taken over the investigation
into the murder of Ankita
Bhandari, registering a case
against an “unknown VIP,”
signaling a new phase in the
high-profile case that has
stirred public outrage and po-
litical controversy in Uttara-
khand. Sources said the CBI’s
Delhi-based Special Crime
Branch assumed control to
specifically probe the
alleged VIP angle in
the killing of the /
19-year-old woman.
Two CBI team mem-
bers arrived in Uttara-
khand to begin a de-
tailed investigation, indi-
cating the agency’s intent to
re-examine aspects of the case
that resurfaced in recent
weeks. The case regained at-
tention after viral audio clips
and videos circulated on social
media, allegedly involving
former BJP legislator Suresh
Rathore and his alleged wife
Urmila Sanawar. During a
Facebook live session,
Sanawar hinted at a possible
“VIP” involvement, reigniting
public debate and demands for

a central investigation.
Political tensions in the state
escalated as opposition parties
and organisations renewed
calls for a CBI probe, arguing
that certain angles had not
been fully explored. Respond-
ing to growing pressure, the
Uttarakhand government rec-
ommended a central inquiry.
On January 9, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami formal-
ly requested a CBI investiga-
tion, emphasizing that trans-
parency and justice were
paramount. He reiterat-
ed that no individual,
regardless of influ-
ence, would be
shielded from the law.
Ankita Bhandari, a
receptionist at Vanantra
Resort, was murdered on
September 18, 2022. Her body
was found in the Chilla Shakti
Canal nearly a week later, spark-
ing widespread protests across
Uttarakhand. Following an in-
vestigation by a Special Investi-
gation Team, a 500-page
chargesheet was filed, naming 97
witnesses, of whom 47 testified
in court. The prime accused, Pul-
kit Arya, along with co-accused
Saurabh Bhaskar and Ankit Gup-
ta, were convicted and sentenced
to life imprisonment.

SC settles defamation dispute amicably

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
on Tuesday recorded that the
long-running defamation dis-
pute between Union Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Congress Rajya
Sabha member and senior ad-
vocate Vivek Tankha has been
amicably settled, bringing an
end to the legal battle between
the two political figures.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices MM Sundresh and NK
Singh was hearing a special
leave petition (SLP) filed by
Chouhan, former Madhya
Pradesh minister Bhupendra
Singh Yadav, and former BJP
state president V. D. Sharma.
The petition sought quashing
of criminal defamation pro-
ceedings initiated on a com-
plaint filed by Tankha.

Appearing for the petition-
ers, senior advocate Mahesh

Jethmalani informed the apex
court that the parties had re-
solved their differences fol-
lowing a meeting in Parlia-
ment. He submitted that both
sides had agreed to withdraw
their respective legal actions,
effectively closing the dispute.

“We are happy to inform
the court that my client and
Mr Tankha met in Parliament
and settled the matter. Mr
Tankha will withdraw his civ-
il suit for defamation as well
as the criminal complaint,”

Jethmalani told the bench.
Taking note of the submis-
sion, the Justice Sundresh-led
bench acknowledged the set-
tlement and made oral obser-
vations on the nature of polit-
ical discourse. The court re-
marked that elected represen-
tatives are expected to display
a higher degree of tolerance
given the realities of public
life and political debate.
“See, they are parliamentar-
ians, they are more thick-
skinned. The language of pol-

iticians is different, and being
overly sensitive should be
avoided as it is part of their
job,” the bench observed, un-
derlining the need for restraint
in resorting to criminal pro-
ceedings over political state-
ments.

The case had drawn atten-
tion as it involved prominent
leaders from rival political
parties and raised broader
questions about the use of
defamation laws in political
contests. Legal experts have
often pointed out that criminal
defamation cases between
politicians tend to burden the
judiciary and escalate politi-
cal rivalries into prolonged
legal disputes. By recording
the amicable settlement, the
Supreme Court effectively put
an end to the matter, signal-
ling the importance of dia-
logue and reconciliation over
litigation.

Plaint against Vijay, singer Velmurugan for ‘distortion’

CHENNAI

A police complaint has been
lodged against actor-politician
Vijay and folk singer Velm-
urugan, alleging that a devo-
tional song dedicated to Lord
Murugan was mocked and
distorted during the third an-
niversary celebrations of the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) held on February 2.

The complaint was filed by
advocate Kutrala Nathan with
the Nellai Municipal Police,
seeking legal action against
Velmurugan for allegedly al-
tering the lyrics of the well-
known Murugan devotional
hymn Maruthamalai Mamani-
ye. The performance took
place during the TVK anni-
versary programme at the par-
ty’s Panaiyur office in Chen-
nai.

According to the complaint,
Velmurugan replaced the tra-
ditional devotional line “Var-
uvai Kuganey” with political-

ly loaded words praising Vi-
jay and the TVK. The com-
plainant alleged that the al-
tered rendition hurt the reli-
gious sentiments of Murugan
devotees and amounted to
insulting and trivialising a sa-
cred hymn revered by mil-
lions of followers.

The complaint also names
Vijay, TVK general secretary
N. Anand, and party function-
ary Aadhav Arjuna, accusing
them of being responsible for
or complicit in allowing the
controversial performance to
take place. It alleges that the
organisers failed to prevent
the use of a religious compo-

sition for political messaging.

The petition further claimed
that rendering the devotional
song with political intent
amounted to mixing religion
with partisan propaganda.
Such actions, it said, could
offend religious believers,
provoke communal disharmo-
ny and potentially create law
and order problems.

The advocate stated that de-
votional hymns hold deep
spiritual significance and
should not be altered or repur-
posed to glorify political fig-
ures or parties. Allowing such
performances, the complaint
argued, sets a dangerous prec-
edent and disrespects faith.

Police officials said the
complaint has been received
and would be examined in ac-
cordance with the law. No
formal case has been regis-
tered so far, and authorities
said further action would de-
pend on the outcome of a pre-
liminary inquiry.
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Cuba confirms it
Isin ‘communications’
with US

Cuba
Cubaandthe US arein
communication, but have
not yet entered into a for-
mal dialogue, a senior Cu-
ban diplomat told agen-
cies, as bilateral tensions
persist over economic
and geopolitical pres-
sures. Carlos Fernandez
de Cossio, Cuba’s deputy
foreign minister, said
Washington was aware
that Havana was ready
to have a responsible di-
alogue. He characterised
current interactions as
limited exchanges of mes-
sages and diplomatic con-
tacts rather than a struc-
tured negotiation with
clear terms. The acknowl-
edgement marks the first
official hint from Cuba
that any level of contact
is underway after a period
of hostility .

‘Prepared for
post-new START

world as nuclear arms’

Moscow
Russia is prepared to face
anew global reality in
which there are no bind-
ing limits on the world’s
largest nuclear arsenals, a
senior Russian official
said on Tuesday, as the
landmark New START
arms control treaty is set
to expire later this week.
The comments under-
score a major turning
point in international nu-
clear diplomacy, raising
concerns about strategic
stability between the
world’s two biggest nu-
clear powers. Unless
Moscow and Washington
reach a last-minute bilat-
eral understanding, the
New START treaty will
formally expire on Febru-
ary 5. The agreement,
signed in 2010 by then U.S.
President Barack Obama
and former Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedey,
limits the number of de-
ployed strategic nuclear
warheads and delivery
systems held by the Unit-
ed States and Russia.

Russia renews attackson
frozen Ukrainian cities

The attack on Kyiv and Kharkiv comes after a so-called “energy truce” agreed

KYI1V

Russian forces launched a
fresh wave of missile and
drone attacks on Ukraine ear-
ly Tuesday, striking the capi-
tal Kyiv, the northeastern city
of Kharkiv, and other urban
centres, according to
Ukrainian officials.

The coordinated assault trig-
gered multiple fires, damaged
residential buildings, and deliv-
ered further blows to already
strained energy infrastructure,
intensifying pressure on civil-
ians during one of the coldest
periods of winter.

Authorities reported that at
least four people were injured
across Kyiv and Kharkiv. The
strikes came just hours before
the next planned round of
three-sided talks aimed at re-
solving the nearly four-year-
old war, scheduled to take

place in the Unlted Arab
Emirates. The timing of the
attacks underscored the ongo-
ing volatility of the conflict,
even as diplomatic efforts
continue in parallel.

In Kyiv, where nighttime
temperatures plunged close to
minus 20 degrees Celsius, resi-
dents were jolted awake by

loud explosions shortly after
midnight. Witnesses cited by
Reuters reported the simultane-
ous use of missiles and drones,
with air defence systems en-
gaging targets across the city.
An air raid alert remained in
effect for more than five hours,
forcing residents to shelter
amid freezing conditions.

by Donald Trump W|th Vladimir Putln exp|red at the weekend

The attacks caused damage
in at least five districts of the
capital, hitting three apart-
ment blocks and a building
housing a kindergarten, said
Tymur Tkachenko, head of
the city’s military administra-
tion, in a post on Telegram.
Videos shared on social media
showed flames engulfing an
apartment on the upper floors
of a residential building,
highlighting the risks faced
by civilians as the conflict
drags on.

These latest strikes fol-
lowed a series of massive at-
tacks on Kyiv since New
Year’s Day that knocked out
electricity and heating to hun-
dreds of apartment blocks.
Emergency crews continued
working through Monday to
restore heating systems, a
critical task as temperatures
remain dangerously low.

‘No need for war’: UAE tells Iran
to hold nuclear talks with US

DUBAI

The Middle East does not
need another confrontation
between the United States and
Iran, and Tehran must urgent-
ly reach a nuclear agreement
with Washington, a senior of-
ficial from the United Arab
Emirates said on Tuesday.
Speaking at a panel discus-
sion during the World Gov-
ernments Summit in Dubai,
the UAE’s diplomatic adviser
emphasised that diplomacy
remains the only viable path
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to long-term regional stability.

Anwar Gargash, diplomatic
adviser to UAE President Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
said the region had already
endured a series of destructive
conflicts and could ill afford
another crisis triggered by es-
calating tensions between
United States and Iran. I think
that the region has gone
through various calamitous
confrontations. I don’t think
we need another one, Gargash
told the audience.

He added that direct negoti-

ations between Tehran and
Washington were essential to
prevent recurring crises that
unsettle the region.

His remarks came as Irani-
an and U.S. officials con-
firmed that both sides would
resume nuclear talks in Tur-
key, reviving diplomatic ef-
forts to address Iran’s nuclear
programme. According to of-
ficials cited by Reuters, the
discussions are aimed at re-
ducing tensions and avoid-
ing a potential military esca-
lation.

The renewed talks follow
stark warnings from U.S.
President Donald Trump, who
said that bad things would
likely happen if an agreement
could not be reached, noting
that large U.S. warships were
heading towards Iran. His
comments heightened con-
cerns across the Middle East
that a breakdown in diploma-
cy could quickly spiral into
open conflict.

‘US Judge
blocks Trump
admin move’

CHELSAE

A federal judge on Monday
blocked the Trump adminis-
tration from revoking legal
protections for more than
350,000 Haitians living in the
United States, preventing
their potential deportation to
a country overwhelmed by
gang violence and instability.
The ruling delivers a signifi-
cant setback to the adminis-
tration’s immigration agenda
and offers temporary relief to
hundreds of thousands of Hai-
tian nationals. U.S. District
Judge Ana Reyes, based in
Washington, D.C., issued an
order halting the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
from terminating Haiti’s Tem-
porary Protected Status
(TPS). The decision prevents
the policy change from taking
effect on Wednesday, as orig-
inally planned by the admin-
istration.

Chlna-Urugua
call for ‘equal,
multipolar world’

BEIJING

President Xi Jinping and
Uruguayan President Ya-
mandu Orsi met in Beijing
on Tuesday to reaffirm a
deepening strategic partner-
ship aimed at fostering
global cooperation and pro-
moting what Xi described
as an equal and orderly
multipolar world. The meet-
ing culminated in a series of
joint declarations and coop-
eration agreements span-
ning trade, science, technol-
ogy, the environment and
intellectual property.

Xi told Orsi that China
supports Latin American
and Caribbean nations in
safeguarding their sover-
eignty, security and devel-
opment interests. He said
this backing would help
defuse growing geopolitical
tensions and counter what
he termed escalating unilat-
eral bullying in internation-
al affairs.

The visit is historically no-
table, marking the first time a
South American head of state
has travelled to the Chinese
capital since the January U.S.
invasion of Venezuela and
the capture of then-President
Nicolds Maduro. Analysts
say the timing underscores
China’s efforts to strengthen
ties in Latin America even
as global geopolitical divi-
sions widen.

During the talks, leaders
signed a joint declaration
elevating the China-Uru-
guay comprehensive strate-
gic partnership, alongside
12 cooperation documents.

China and Uruguay
pledge deeper strategic
cooperation as
President Xi urges
joint efforts for an
equal and orderly
multipolar world.

These agreements cover
broad areas such as science
and technology, environ-
mental protection, trade,
intellectual property rights
and other fields intended to
expand economic and diplo-
matic collaboration.

Orsi described the current
moment in bilateral rela-
tions as the best in the his-
tory of China-Uruguay ties
and called on both nations
to commit to raising their
partnership to new heights.
He leads a 150-strong dele-
gation including business
leaders and government of-
ficials, with the visit sched-
uled to continue through
February 7 and include en-
gagements in Shanghai.

Uruguay’s economy al-
ready benefits significantly
from its relationship with
China, which has been its
top export destination. The
two countries trade exten-
sively in agricultural goods
such as wood pulp, soy-
beans and beef, while Uru-
guay imports machinery,
electronics and chemicals
from China. Experts say the
newly signed agreements
could pave the way for di-
versification into services
and emerging sectors like
green technology and digi-
tal innovation.

Iran’s prez seeks ‘fair and
equitable negotiations’ with US

TEHRAN

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said on Tuesday
that negotiations with the US
could be pursued to secure Iran’s
national interests, provided the
process is conducted without
threats or what he described as
unreasonable expectations.
His comments offered a cau-
tiously conciliatory tone amid
renewed diplomatic manoeu-
vring over long-standing ten-
sions between Tehran and
Washington. In a post on X,
Pezeshkian said he had taken
into account requests from

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

friendly regional countries urg-
ing Iran to respond positively
to suggestions from the U.S.
president for renewed talks. He
said these considerations had
prompted him to instruct Iran’s
foreign ministry to take prepa-
ratory steps toward negotia-
tions, but only under clearly
defined conditions.

Taking into account demands
from friendly regional coun-
tries to respond to the U.S.
President’s suggestion for
talks, I instructed the foreign
minister to prepare the ground
for equitable and fair negotia-
tions, Pezeshkian wrote.

Philippine lawmakers weigh
impeachment for Marcos

KUALA LUMPUR

Lawmakers in the Philippines
met on Tuesday to decide
whether to advance impeach-
ment complaints against Pres-
ident Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
who is accused of betraying
public trust, engaging
in corruption and vi-
olating the constitu-
tion.

The deliberations
mark a critical mo-
ment for the coun-
try’s political land-
scape, as the outcome could
determine whether the first-
term president faces a full im-
peachment process.

Marcos, who is midway
through his six-year term and
has denied all allegations, is

petitions were filed by a
lawyer and a group of activ-
ists, reflecting growing po-
litical pressure from sectors
critical of his administration.
On Monday, the House jus-
tice committee cleared an ini-
tial procedural hurdle after
ruling that both com-
plaints were suffi-
cient in form, allow-
ing them to move to
the next stage of re-
view.

The committee re-
convened on Tuesday
to assess whether the com-
plaints have enough substance
to warrant further proceed-
ings. This phase involves ex-
amining whether the accusa-
tions are supported by suffi-
cient grounds under the con-

‘Taiwan must look to democracies for trade’

TAIPEI

Taiwan should look to fellow
democracies rather than China
for its future trade and econom-
ic partnerships, President Lai
Ching-te said on Tuesday, as his
government outlined plans to
strengthen cooperation with the
United States in strategic sec-
tors such as artificial intelli-
gence and critical minerals.
His remarks underscored
Taipei’s determination to align
its economic strategy with
like-minded partners amid ris-
ing geopolitical competition
in the Asia-Pacific region.
Speaking at a news confer-
ence at the presidential office,
Lai addressed the outcomes of
the latest U.S.—Taiwan Eco-
nomic Prosperity Partnership
Dialogue, describing the talks
as a strong endorsement of
Taiwan’s global economic di-
rection. Taiwan is on the right
economic path and is striding
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confldently onto the world
stage, Lai said. He added that
the island had both the capa-
bility and confidence to work
with democratic partners to
help lead the next generation
of global prosperity.

Senior Taiwanese and U.S.
officials last week held dis-
cussions on cooperation in
artificial intelligence, ad-
vanced technology and drones
at a high-level forum launched
during the first administration
of U.S. President Donald
Trump. The U.S. State De-
partment praised Taipei as a

vital partner, reflecting Wash-
ington’s growing emphasis on
Taiwan’s role in resilient and
secure supply chains.

During the meetings, both
sides signed statements on co-
operation in economic securi-
ty as well as the Pax Silica
Declaration, a U.S.-led initia-
tive aimed at safeguarding
artificial intelligence and
semiconductor supply chains.
The effort comes amid inten-
sifying competition with Chi-
na, Washington’s main strate-
gic rival, which claims Taiwan
as its own territory.

Lai’s comments highlighted
a clear contrast between Tai-
wan’s democratic alliances and
Beijing’s pressure campaign.
He stressed that deeper engage-
ment with democratic economies
would strengthen Taiwan’s re-
silience, innovation capacity
and international standing,
while reducing vulnerability
to political coercion.
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Portugal braces for storm Leonardo as flood risks rise

through Saturday, raising con-
cerns about renewed disrup-
tion and infrastructure strain.

The Portuguese Institute of
the Sea and the Atmosphere
(IPMA) said late on Monday
that Storm Leonardo is fore-
cast to bring periods of heavy
rainfall, strong winds and po-

3 9 4 2 5 facing two separate im- stitution to justify advancing
peachment complaints. The the impeachment process.
5 9 3
1 2 3 5 9 4
2 6 5 7
9 5 7 3 LISBON
Portugal is on high alert as
5 3 8 4 oy
authorities warn that a new
storm could bring fresh flood-
3 7 1 2 ing and damage, even as the
country continues to grapple
2 4 1 ) with the aftermath of Storm
Kristin.
8 1 il 2 3 7 Meteorological officials say
the latest system, named
sl elolalalal, Leonardo, is expected to af-
5 5 . fect large parts of the country =t
Gl I T L L U I Fill a 9x9 gl‘ld with from Tuesday afternoon tentlally hazardous conditions

across mainland Portugal. Au-
thorities warned that saturated
ground and swollen rivers,
left behind by previous
storms, could significantly
increase the risk of flooding
and landslides in vulnerable
areas.

Emergency services have

been placed on heightened
readiness, particularly in
low-lying regions and areas
prone to river overflow. Local
officials urged residents to re-
main vigilant, avoid unneces-
sary travel during severe
weather, and closely follow
updates from civil protection
authorities. Temporary repairs

carried out after Storm Kristin
may also be tested by re-
newed heavy rain and strong
gales.

Portugal’s situation reflects
a broader pattern of extreme
weather affecting the Iberian
Peninsula in recent months. A
succession of storms has bat-
tered the region, bringing in-
tense rainfall, thunderstorms,
snowfall in higher elevations
and powerful winds. In neigh-
bouring Spain, southern re-
gions have experienced what
some residents describe as the
wettest winter in four de-
cades, with reservoirs filling
rapidly and repeated weather
alerts disrupting daily life.

Meteorologists say the re-
peated storm systems are un-
usual in both frequency and

intensity, placing sustained
pressure on infrastructure, ag-
riculture and emergency re-
sponse capabilities. While the
rainfall has helped case
long-standing drought condi-
tions in parts of the peninsula,
officials caution that the im-
mediate risks from flooding
and storm damage outweigh
the longer-term benefits.

As Storm Leonardo ap-
proaches, Portuguese author-
ities stressed that prepared-
ness and public cooperation
would be critical in limiting
damage. With recovery from
earlier storms still underway,
the coming days are expected
to test the country’s resilience
once again, as communities
brace for another round of se-
vere weather.
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Adani Ports’ Q3 |
profit rises 21% to
Z3,043 crore

Mumbai
Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Limited
(APSEZ) on Tuesday re-
ported strong financial
performance for the De-
cember quarter (Q3
FY26), with consolidated
net profit rising 21% year-
on-year (YoY) to Rs 3,043
crore. The company had
posted a profit of Rs 2,518
crore in the same quarter
last financial year (Q3
FY25), as oer its stock ex-
change filing. Revenue for
the quarter also saw a
sharp increase of 22%,
reaching Rs 9,705 crore
compared to Rs 7964
crore in Q3 FY25. India’s
largest integrated trans-
port utility benefited from
solid growth across its
core businesses, including
ports, logistics, marine
services and international
operations.

GCC market to
touch $110 bn growing
10% annually

New Delhi
India is poised to host
over 2,400 GCCs by 2030
employing over 2.8 million
professionals, and the
country’s GCC market
could reach a size of $105
— 110 billion by growing at
a compound annual
growth rate of 10%, a re-
port said on Tuesday. The
report from FICCl and AN-
AROCK said India’s office
market posted all time
high leasing across the top
seven cities in 2025, driven
largely by Global Capabil-
ity Centres that now ac-
count for more than 40%
of gross leasing. Beating
macro-economic and ge-
opolitical headwinds, In-
dia’s office market in
2025 demonstrated
marked resilience, with
all-time high office space
leasing, the report said.

India takes firm steps
for self-reliancein
critical materials

New Delhi
With coordinated domes-
tic and global initiatives,
India is positioning itself
as a reliable player in ad-
vanced materials value
chains, taking decisive
steps toward self-reliance
in critical materials by es-
tablishing a domestic
ecosystem for Rare Earth
Permanent Magnets
(REPMSs). The Rs 7,280
crore REPM Manufactur-
ing Scheme and the Un-
ion Budget 2026—27 an-
nouncement of dedicated
rare earth corridors to cre-
ate anintegrated frame-
work for mining, process-
ing, research, and manu-
facturing. The Budget
2026-27 has announced
the creation of Dedicated
Rare Earth Corridors in
Odisha, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu
to promote mining, pro-
cessing, research, and
manufacturing.
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‘US trade deal sets stage for deeper trade’

‘It will further strengthen the trust between both countries and boost confidence in business, trade, and investment’

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari on Tuesday welcomed the
India—United States trade agreement, describing
it as a defining step forward in bilateral eco-
nomic ties that would unlock new opportunities
for growth, investment and shared prosperity.

India and the United States finalised the
trade deal following a phone conversation
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
U.S. President Donald Trump. As part of the
agreement, the United States agreed to cut
reciprocal tariffs on Indian goods to 18 per
cent, while India will ease certain trade bar-

riers on American products.

Reacting to the development, Gadkari took
to X to praise the leadership of both leaders.
Today marks a defining step forward in In-
dia—US economic relations as the trade deal
is finalised with tariffs reduced to 18 per cent,
opening new avenues for growth and cooper-
ation, he said. He congratulated Prime Min-

ister Modi and President Trump for securing
what he called a historic outcome.
Gadkari said the agreement would strength-

en mutual trust and
boost business confi-
dence, laying the
foundation for deeper
engagement between
the two economies.
The deal strengthens
trust, boosts business
confidence, and sets
the stage for deeper
trade, investment,
and shared prosperity
for both nations, he added.

President Trump confirmed that the agree-
ment followed his phone call with Prime
Minister Modi. He said India would also re-
duce its dependence on Russian oil and in-
crease purchases of U.S. energy, technology
and agricultural products. According to
Trump, the deal would further strengthen
strategic ties between the two countries and
support broader efforts to end the war in

Ukraine.

Prime Minister Modi also welcomed the
agreement, calling his conversation with
President Trump wonderful. In a post on X,
he said he was delighted that Made in India
products would now face a reduced tariff of
18 per cent in the U.S. market. Modi thanked
President Trump on behalf of India’s 1.4 bil-
lion people for what he termed a significant

and positive announcement.

Economists and industry leaders say the
tariff reduction is expected to benefit key In-
dian export sectors such as manufacturing,
textiles, engineering goods and agriculture,
while also opening doors for greater U.S. in-

vestment in India.

Indian, Americanindustry
bodies, leaders rejoice

Industry bodies and leaders in both India and

the U.S., and across sectors, have welcomed the
announcement of a deal between India and the
U.S. under which tariffs on India are set to be
slashed from the current 50% to 18%. Leading
Indian industrialists termed it historic, saying the
sharp reduction in tariffs to 18% would strengthen
strategic and economic ties between the world’s
two largest democracies and unlock fresh oppor-
tunities for investment, collaboration and global
growth. Business leaders said the deal reflects
long-term strategic w==
thinking and would
provide immediate
relief to exporters
while enhancing
confidence across
global supply chains.
The agreement was
announced after a
phone call between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President
Donald Trump, with both leaders highlighting its
far-reaching economic and geopolitical signifi-
cance. Mahindra Group Chairman Anand Mahindra
described the agreement as a natural convergence
between two like-minded economies. In a post on
X, he wrote, More evidence of the benefits of ‘mak-
ing haste slowly! When the noise subsides, two
natural partners will come together. His remarks
were widely interpreted as underscoring the value
of patience and steady diplomacy in achieving
meaningful economic outcomes.

\

India-US ties will flourish further with trade deal: Shah, Nadda

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Health Minister J P Nadda on Tuesday welcomed the land-
mark India—US trade deal, saying it would significantly benefit both nations and further strengt,en their
strategic ties. The deal, finalised a day earlier, has been widely praised by political leaders and industry
stakeholders as a major step forward in bilateral economic relations. Taking to X, Shah described the
agreement as a big day for India—US ties. He said the trade deal, which includes a reduction of U.S. tar-
iffs on Indian goods to 18%, would pave the way for stronger
trade relations and mutual growth. Congratulating Modi and
Trump, Shah said the historic agreement would elevate the
strategic ties between the two countries and allow business
ties to flourish further. A big day for India—US relations as the
deal has been locked with a significantly reduced tariff of 18%,
paving the way for stronger trade ties and mutual growth. He
added that the agreement would greatly benefit both nations and their people by expandlng trade and
economic cooperation. Nadda also welcomed the deal, crediting PM Modi’s leadership for enhancing
India’s global economic standing. In his post, Nadda said that under Modi’s guidance, India’s economic
journey had entered a new phase of global confidence and momentum. He noted that expanded ac-
cess for Made in India products in international markets would empower both youth and farmers, while
arobust India—US partnership would deliver benefits extending well beyond the two countries.

Naidu terms deal a ‘historic milestone’

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Tuesday hailed the India-US trade
deal as a historic milestone for global economic sta-
bility. He congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modii
on concluding this landmark trade agreement with
the US. Reducing tariffs to 18% is a visionary move
that strengthens the bond between the world’s two
greatest democracies and ensures continued global
growth, he said. Under the PM’s leadership, India

is cementing its role as a global economic power-
house. This deal will significantly boost India’s export
competitiveness, creating immense opportunities
for our youth and farmers, including those in Andhra
Pradesh, Naidu, whose Telugu Desam Party (TDP)

; is a key partner in the BJP-led
NDA government at the Centre.
Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan also congratulated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on India
reaching an agreement with the
United States. In a social media
post, Pawan Kalyan extended his ‘heartfelt congratu-
lations to PM Modi for energising India’s economy by
concluding two world-class trade agreements within
a span of a week. The Jana Sena leader said follow-
ing last week’s landmark mother of all deals with the
European Union, the agreement with US President
Donald Trump, is set to further strengthen our eco-
nomic prospects. In particular, the reduction of
tariff charges to 18% wiill significantly benefit our
farmers by improving market access and export
competitiveness. “I sincerely thank the PM for
consistently taking timely and decisive steps
that align with the aspirations of the people of
Bharat, wrote Pawan Kalyan,” he added.

Deal to help
generate jobs, add

more to forex: NSE

The India—United States
trade agreement is the
most important economic
deal for the country and

is expected to gener-

ate employment, boost
exports and strengthen
foreign exchange inflows,
said Ashishkumar Chau-
han, Managing Director
and CEO of the National
Stock Exchange of India,
on Tuesday. Chauhan said
the trade pact had been
anticipated for a long time
and would now be im-
plemented immediately.
He contrasted it with the
expected India—Europe
trade agreement, which he
said could take another six
months to roll out. Ac-
cording to Chauhan, India’s
unique
combi-
nation

of skilled
man-
power,
techno-
logical capability and
rapid adoption of high-tech
solutions has made it an
attractive partner for glob-
al trade negotiations. India
is the only country that
has manpower, high-tech
appreciation and technol-
ogy adoption. That is why
all countries are ready to
negotiate with us, he said.
Chauhan added that the
deal would significantly
increase Indian exports to
the US, resulting in more
job creation and higher for-
eign exchange earnings. He
highlighted that the reduc-
tionin U.S. reciprocal tariffs
on Indian goods from 25%
to 18% would provide a
major boost to labour-in-
tensive sectors.

SAIL, one of India’s largest steel producers, reported its highest-ever cumulative steel sales,
driven by strong demand logistics efficiency and improved customer outreach

SAIL records hlghest-ever sales, 16% growth

NEW DELHI

Steel Authority of India Lim-
ited, one of India’s largest
steel producers and a Ma-
haratna public sector enter-
prise, on Tuesday announced
that it has achieved its high-
est-ever cumulative sales
during the April to January
period of the current financial
year. The milestone under-
scores the company’s strong
operational performance and
growing market reach amid
improving demand conditions
in the domestic steel sector.
As per a statement, SAIL
recorded sales of 16.6 million
tonnes during April-January
of FY 2025-26. This rep-
resents a robust growth of
16% compared with 14.3 mil-
lion tonnes sold during the
same period in the previous
financial year. The company
said this was the best cumula-
tive sales performance in its
history for these ten months.

SAIL also delivered its
highest-ever monthly sales
figures in January, reflecting
sustained momentum toward
the latter part of the financial
year. In January 2026 alone,
the company sold 1.84 mil-
lion tonnes of steel, more than
10% higher than the 1.68 mil-
lion tonnes sold in January of
the previous year. The strong
monthly performance high-
lights improved execution
across production, dispatch and
marketing operations.

The company attributed the
record sales to a combination
of higher dispatches from its

Al DATA GENTERS IN SPACE

plants, expanded door-deliv-
ery volumes and increased
sales through warehouses.
These measures, SAIL said,
demonstrate its strong focus
on customer-centricity and
logistics efficiency while
deepening its penetration
across key markets.

The company achieved re-
cord dispatches from plants,
expanded door delivery vol-
umes and enhanced warehouse
sales, the statement said, add-
ing that these efforts helped
streamline supply chains and
ensure timely delivery to cus-
tomers across sectors such as

KEY POINTS

m Record 16.6 MT sales
in Apr-Jan FY26

m 16% year-on-year
growth

= Best-ever January
sales at 1.84 MT

m Reduced inventory and
borrowings

m Enhanced customer
delivery and logistics

infrastructure, construction and
manufacturing.

The surge in sales had a
positive impact on SAIL’s fi-
nancial position. Higher dis-
patches enabled the company
to reduce its inventory by
around 0.25 million tonnes,
improving working capital
efficiency. The improved cash
flow from strong sales led to
a significant reduction in bor-
rowings, strengthening the
company’s balance sheet.

Musk ‘unite’ SpaceX and xAl in $1.25 tn mega merger

MUMBAI

US-based entrepreneur Elon
Musk said that his aerospace
firm SpaceX has acquired his
Al startup, xAl, and shared
plans to scale Al compute in
space by launching large con-
stellations of satellites that act
as orbital data centres.
Launching a million tonnes
per year of satellites generat-
ing kilowatts (kW) of com-
pute power per tonne would
add 100 gigawatts of Al com-
pute capacity annually, with
no ongoing operational or

maintenance needs. Ultimate-
ly, there is a path to launching
1 TW/year from Earth, said
Elon Musk in a statement.
He said that space based Al
is the only viable long term

path to meet the vast power

needs of advanced Al, arguing
that near constant solar power
in orbit can deliver compute
at far lower cost than terrestri-
al data centres.

The cost-efficiency alone
will enable companies to ad-
vance training their Al models
and processing data at unprec-
edented speeds and scales, the
tech leader said. To harness
even a millionth of our Sun’s
energy would require over a
million times more energy
than our civilisation currently
uses! The only logical solu-
tion, therefore, is to transport
these resource-intensive ef-
forts to a location with vast
power and space, he said.

Current advances in Al are
dependent on large terrestrial

data centers, which require
immense amounts of power
and cooling, he said.

Musk warned that global
electricity demand for Al can-
not be met with terrestrial
solutions without imposing
hardship on communities and
the environment. SpaceX’s
Starship will begin delivering
the much more powerful V3
Starlink satellites to orbit in
2026, with each launch add-
ing more than 20 times the
capacity to the constellation
as the current Falcon launches
of the V2 Starlink satellites.

India floats weight-based
jewellery baggage rule

NEW DELHI

The government has simpli-
fied the baggage rules for In-
dians who want to bring home
jewellery from abroad. The
Central Government has noti-
fied the Baggage Rules, 2026.
The new Customs Baggage
rules have removed the ‘val-
ue’ cap on jewellery, while
keeping the maximum quan-
tity unchanged.

Under the Act, Jewellery is
defined as articles of adorn-
ment ordinarily worn by a
person, made of gold, silver,
platinum, or such other pre-
cious metals, whether studded
or not.

New baggage

rule for jewellery

The government has intro-
duced special allowances for
jewellery solely on a weight
basis by removing outdated
value caps, under which eligi-
ble returning residents or
tourists of Indian origin, after
staying abroad for more than
one year, are allowed to du-
ty-free jewellery purely on a
weight basis.

Female passengers can
bring up to 40 grams, while
other than female passengers
can bring up to 20 grams of

jewellery, the same as earlier
limits. Children under the age
of 15 years can also bring
gold ornaments of a limit of
40 grams without paying any
customs duty.

This means, from the earli-
er limit of Rs 1 lakh, now
women can bring in up to Rs
6 lakh worth of gold at to-
day’s rate.

Old baggage rule

for jewellery

Earlier, Indian passport hold-
ers were allowed to bring up
to 20 grams of gold (maxi-
mum value up to Rs 50,000)
duty-free, while women and
children could bring up to 40
grams of gold (maximum val-
ue up to Rs 1,00,000) du-
ty-free.

What’s New

But now, the ‘value’ cap has
been removed. A resident or
tourist of Indian origin resid-
ing abroad for more than one
year, on return to India, will
now be allowed duty-free
clearance of jewellery up to a
weight of forty grams, if
brought by a female passen-
ger or twenty grams if
brought by a passenger other
than a female passenger in
bona fide baggage.
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How Human Space Exploration
Changed Everything?

When Neil Armstrong placed his boot on the lunar surface in 1969, he famously called it "one small step
for man, one giant leap for mankind." More than five decades later, those words resonate with even
greater significance. Human space exploration has fundamentally transformed our world in ways that

extend far beyond the rockets, satellites, and moon rocks that typically capture headlines. From the
technology in our pockets to our understanding of Earth's fragility, from international cooperation to phil-
osophical shifts in how we see ourselves, the quest to explore space has reshaped human civilization.

recent health crises were adapted
from technology used to measure star
temperatures. CAT scanners and MRI
machines employ digital imaging
technology refined through NASA's
need to enhance space photographs.
Artificial limbs have incorporated
innovations from robot arms
designed for space shut-
tles and rovers.

olutionized home improvement and
construction. Water purification sys-
tems designed for spacecraft now
deliver clean drinking water to com-
munities lacking reliable infrastruc-
ture. Medical technology has partic-
ularly benefited from space-age inno-
vation. The infrared thermometers
that became

ubiquitous

he technological revolution
Tsparked by space exploration

represents perhaps its most
visible legacy. The Apollo program
alone catalyzed innovations that
now permeate everyday life. Mem-
ory foam, originally developed to
improve aircraft seat cushioning and
crash protection, now provides com-
fort in millions of mattresses and
pillows worldwide. Cordless tools,
initially created to help astronauts
drill lunar samples, rev-

Earth observation. Preci-
sion agriculture uses sat-
ellite data to optimize
crop yields and reduce
waste. Shipping and avia-
tion rely on satellite navi-
gation to move goods and
people efficiently. Finan-
cial markets depend on
satellite communications
for instantaneous global
transactions. The entire
infrastructure of modern
connectivity owes its ex-
istence to those early in-
vestments in getting be-
yond Earth's atmosphere.

Even the tiny cameras
used in minimally inva-
sive surgery trace their
lineage to technology de-
veloped for space mis-
sions where every gram of
weight mattered.

The economic impact
of space exploration ex-
tends into trillions of dol-
lars. The satellite industry
alone generates over 250
billion dollars annually,
providing services that
include GPS navigation,
weather forecasting, tele-
communications, and

Satellite technology provid-
ed the tools to monitor these

Space exploration fundamen-
tally altered how we under-

\ VR
The space race also transformed education exploration. The International Space Sta- A

.

and inspired generations of scientists and
engineers. In the United States, the launch
of Sputnik in 1957 triggered dramatic re-
forms in science and mathematics educa-
tion. Universities expanded their engi-
neering programs. Governments invested
heavily in research and development.

The visible goal of reaching the Moon
motivated countless young people to pur-
sue careers in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics. This education-
al emphasis created a skilled workforce
that drove innovation not just in aero-

tion exemplifies this transformation.

Once, space was an arena for Cold War

competition between superpowers.
Today, astronauts and cosmonauts

from former rival nations work side

by side aboard the ISS, conducting

research that benefits all humanity.

The station involves space agen-

cies from the United States, Rus-

sia, Europe, Japan, and Canada.

This cooperation has survived

political tensions on Earth,

demonstrating that shared

space but across all technological sectors.
International cooperation represents an-
other profound change wrought by space

The search for extraterrestrial life has
evolved from science fiction to serious
scientific endeavor, largely because of
space exploration capabilities. Rovers
on Mars have confirmed that the red
planet once had liquid water and poten-
tially habitable conditions. Missions to
icy moons like Europa and Enceladus
seek evidence of subsurface oceans that

Commercial space exploration now promises to democratize access
to space. Companies like SpaceX, Blue Origin, and others are dramat-
ically reducing launch costs through reusable rockets and innovative
engineering. What once required the resources of entire nations can
now be accomplished by private enterprises. This commercialization is
opening new possibilities: space tourism, asteroid mining, manufactur-
ing in microgravity, and eventual human settlement beyond Earth. The
economic opportunities emerging from this new space industry could
reshape global economics in the coming decades.

Space exploration has also expanded human knowledge in fundamen-
tal ways. Telescopes in space, free from atmospheric distortion, have
revealed the universe with unprecedented clarity. The Hubble Space
Telescope transformed our understanding of cosmic expansion, dark
energy, and the formation of galaxies. The James Webb Space Tele-
scope is now peering back to the universe's earliest moments, exam-
ining the atmospheres of distant exoplanets, and searching for signs
of life beyond Earth. These discoveries have profound implications for
fundamental questions about our origins and place in the cosmos.

scientific goals can tran-
scend geopolitical divi-
sions.

Earth unique and whether life is a cos-
mic rarity or commonplace.
Philosophically and culturally, space
exploration has altered human con-
sciousness. The realization that Earth is
a tiny, isolated world in a vast universe
has implications for how we think
about our species' future. It highlights
the importance of protecting our planet

for future Mars colonies.

The technological capabilities devel-
oped for space exploration continue
finding unexpected applications. Ma-
chine learning algorithms designed to
analyze astronomical data now help
diagnose diseases and optimize supply
chains. Materials science advances
driven by the need for spacecraft com-

stand our planet. The iconic
"Earthrise" photograph from
Apollo 8, showing our blue
world rising over the Moon's
barren horizon, catalyzed the
modern environmental move-
ment. For the first time, hu-
mans could see Earth as a fi-
nite, fragile oasis suspended in
the cosmic void. This perspec-
tive shift, often called the
"overview effect," has been
described by astronauts as pro-
foundly transformative. Seeing
no borders from space, wit-
nessing the thin blue line of
atmosphere protecting all life,
fundamentally changed how
many people think about envi-
ronmental protection and inter-
national cooperation.

environmental concerns sys-
tematically. Space-based sen-
sors track deforestation in real
time, measure ice sheet thick-
ness and movement, monitor
ocean temperatures and cur-
rents, detect pollution sources,
and provide early warning for
natural disasters. Climate sci-
entists rely heavily on satellite
data to understand global
warming patterns and predict
future changes. Without the
vantage point of space, our un-
derstanding of climate change
would be fragmentary at best.
The evidence gathered from
orbit has been instrumental in
shaping environmental policy
and international climate
agreements.

Space exploration has also revealed our limitations and vulnerabilities. The challenges of
extended spaceflight—radiation exposure, bone density loss, psychological stress, and cos-
mic isolation—remind us that humans evolved for Earth's conditions. These challenges drive
research into human biology and psychology that has applications far beyond space travel.
Understanding how humans adapt to extreme environments informs medicine, psychology,

and our approach to other challenging conditions. The inspirational power of space exploration
cannot be overstated. The images of Earth from space, astronauts floating in the International

Space Station, and rovers exploring Mars capture human imagination in unique ways. These
achievements represent the best of human capabilities: curiosity, cooperation, ingenuity, and
courage. They demonstrate that seemingly impossible challenges can be overcome through
dedication and innovation. In an era of complex global problems, space exploration offers proof
that humanity can achieve extraordinary things when working toward shared goals.

> =
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while also suggesting that humanity's
long-term surviv- al might require
becoming a multi-planetary
species. This perspective
influences
everything
from science
fiction to se-

ponents have produced lighter, stron-
ger materials for aircraft, automobiles,
and construction. The challenges of
keeping astronauts alive in hostile en-
viron- ments have driven in-

4 novations in life sup-
port, recycling, and
closed-loop systems

might harbor life. The discovery of
thousands of exoplanets has revealed
that planetary systems are common,
making the existence of life elsewhere
seem increasingly probable. These
investigations force us to recon- - -
sider what makes

Looking forward, the changes catalyzed by
space exploration continue accelerating. Plans

’ff"l_f_‘~:._:_____ B g . that could help ad- for lunar bases could establish permanent hu-
) W tific planning / A P man presence beyond Earth within this decade.
’ - / ity challenges Mars missions are being seriously planned by

multiple organizations. The commercialization
of low Earth orbit is enabling new research and
industrial opportunities. Satellite constella-
tions promise to bring internet connectivity to
every corner of the globe. The resources of the
solar system, from water ice on the Moon to
metals in asteroids, could support an expand-
ing space economy. Human space exploration
fundamentally changed things not just through
specific technologies or discoveries, but by ex-
panding what humanity considers possible. It
transformed abstract scientific questions into
visible, tangible achievements. It turned the
universe from an unreachable realm of specu-
lation into a destination. It gave us new eyes to
see our own planet and new perspectives on
our responsibilities to it and each other.

on Earth.
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Coach Gambhir under pressure as India
chase back-to-back T20 World Cup glory

Hosts India begin title defence amid expectations, transitions and intense scrutiny on coach Gambhir

NEW DELHI

Defending champions India
will walk into the T20 World
Cup on home soil as over-
whelming favourites, but the
spotlight is firmly on head
coach Gautam Gambhir,
whose tenure faces its sternest
examination yet.

India, captained by
Suryakumar Yadav, open their
campaign against the United
States at Mumbai’s Wankhede
Stadium on Saturday, bring-
ing the curtain down on the
opening day of the 10th edi-
tion of the tournament. The
build-up, however, has been
anything but smooth. Bangla-
desh withdrew last month cit-

ing security concerns and
were replaced by Scotland,
while Pakistan have been
barred by their government
from facing India in Group A
in Colombo on February 15,

protesting Bangladesh’s treat-
ment.

The absence of the sport’s
biggest rivalry has dulled the
group stage’s sheen but leaves
India well placed to finish

top. Pakistan are still expect-
ed to progress alongside In-
dia, provided they avoid slips
against the Netherlands, Na-
mibia or the USA.
Top-ranked India under-
lined their credentials with a
4-1 T20 series win over New
Zealand, their ninth succes-
sive bilateral triumph in the
format. Yet losses elsewhere
have put Gambhir under pres-
sure. India were beaten 2-0 by
South Africa in Tests last year
and lost an ODI series 2-1 to
New Zealand. Since replacing
Rahul Dravid after the 2024
T20 World Cup triumph,
Gambhir has overseen 10 Test
defeats in 19 matches.
Indian media reports sug-

gest failure in the 20-team
tournament could cost the for-
mer opener his job. Ajinkya
Rahane advised Gambhir to
“stay away from social me-
dia” and focus on the task
ahead.

This will be India’s first
T20 World Cup since Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli re-
tired after the 2024 final in
Barbados. Abhishek Sharma
has stepped into Rohit’s role
with flair, striking at over
194, while Suryakumar has
rediscovered form. With Jas-
prit Bumrah leading a potent
bowling unit, India carry con-
fidence — and history to defy,
with no team yet winning
back-to-back titles.

‘In-form India
would be
extremely difficult
to beat in T20 WC’

VADODARA

Former Australian cricket-
er-turned-coach Michael
Klinger believes India’s domi-
nant display against New Zea-
land has firmly established the
defending champions as the
team to beat at the T20 World
Cup starting on February 7.
Klinger said India’s aggres-
sive top-order and fearless
brand of cricket make them
arguably the strongest side
heading into the ICC show-
piece. The former Australia
batter, now head coach of WPL
franchise Gujarat Giants, felt
that only an exceptional perfor-
mance on a bad night could
halt India’s title defence.
“With the form they’re in
and what I saw recently against
New Zealand, India are going
to be extremely difficult to
beat. A team will probably have
to catch them on a bad night in
a final to beat them,” Klinger
said. A key feature of India’s
new batting template, accord-
ing to Klinger, has been the
emergence of Abhishek Shar-
ma at the top of the order. The
left-hander has impressed with
his intent and consistency, car-
rying his Indian Premier
League form into the interna-
tional arena. “Abhishek Shar-
ma is probably my new favou-
rite player. I’ve been watching
him for a while. Opening with
Travis Head in the IPL and
now doing it at international
level, he’s fearless and amazing
to watch,” said Klinger, who
played three T20 internationals
for Australia. India’s attacking
approach was further under-
lined by Ishan Kishan’s return
to form, with both openers con-
sistently putting New Zealand’s
bowlers under sustained pres-
sure throughout the series.
“Ishan Kishan has come
back in fantastic form and is
certainly putting a case forward
to start in the XI at the World
Cup,” Klinger noted, adding
that India’s batting depth has
made team selection a healthy

headache rather than a concern.

New captain Brook leads England into crucial reset after repeated global tournament failures

England and Brook seek redemption at
T20 WC after white-ball disappointments

LONDON

England head into the T20
World Cup searching for re-
newal after a bruising run at
major white-ball events, with
captain Harry Brook facing a
defining test of leadership and
temperament.

Two-time champions in
2010 and 2022, England have
struggled to recapture their
dominance since their golden
period, suffering early exits
and inconsistent performances
across formats. Brook will
lead the side at a global tour-
nament for the first time after
replacing Jos Buttler as white-
ball captain last year, follow-
ing England’s disappointing
Champions Trophy campaign
in Pakistan and the UAE.

That setback came on the
back of a disastrous defence of
their 50-over World Cup title

in India in 2023 and a semi-fi-
nal exit at the 2024 T20 World
Cup in the Caribbean and
United States. England’s re-
cent 4-1 Ashes defeat in Aus-
tralia has only intensified scru-
tiny on the team’s leadership
group.

Brook, 26, one of England’s
most gifted batters across for-
mats, has also endured a turbu-
lent period off the field. He

apologised last month after an
altercation with a nightclub
bouncer during England’s tour
of New Zealand, an incident
that earned him a fine and for-
mal warning from the England
and Wales Cricket Board.
Brook admitted he was fortu-
nate to retain the captaincy and
now has an opportunity to re-
focus attention on his cricket.
England open their campaign

against Nepal in Mumbai on
Sunday, with hopes that a strong
start can restore confidence.
Their batting remains a major
strength, with Buttler, Phil Salt
and Ben Duckett providing ex-
plosive options at the top, while
Brook, Tom Banton and rising
all-rounder Jacob Bethell add
depth and flexibility.

Injuries have thinned En-
gland’s pace resources, with
Mark Wood ruled out and Jof-
ra Archer only recently return-
ing, but Adil Rashid’s experi-
ence anchors a varied bowling
attack. Head coach Brendon
McCullum and managing di-
rector Rob Key will be eager
for a deep run after months of
pressure. With form improving
after series wins over Sri Lan-
ka, England see this tourna-
ment as a chance for redemp-
tion — and for Brook to define
anew era.

Test ambitions
drove Cummins’
T20 World Cup skip

MELBOURNE

Australia’s pace spearhead
and all-format captain Pat
Cummins has revealed that
his decision to withdraw
from the T20 World Cup
was influenced not only by
injury concerns but also by
his determination to be fully
fit for a demanding Test sea-
son ahead.

Cummins was ruled out
of the tournament after fail-
ing to recover in time from
a back injury and was re-
placed in the squad by left-
arm pacer Ben Dwarshuis.
The 32-year-old has been
managing the issue since
Australia’s tour of the West
Indies last July and said
medical advice ultimately
forced him to step back
from the February 7-starting
event.

“It was really unfortu-
nate,” Cummins told. “I feel
pretty good, but it was a mi-
nor setback and I just ran out
of time. We thought initially
it might only be four weeks,
but a follow-up scan showed
it needed a bit longer.”

Cummins explained that
rushing back for the T20
World Cup could have jeop-
ardised his availability for a
packed international calen-
dar, particularly in Tests.
“We knew after the Ade-
laide Test we’d need some-

Australia skipper
prioritises long Test
calendar, fitness over
rushed T20 return

where between four and
eight weeks to let the bone
settle. The timeline just be-
came too tight,” he said.

Australia’s Test schedule
resumes in August with two
home Tests against Bangla-
desh, followed by a tour of
South Africa, a home series
against New Zealand, and a
five-Test Border-Gavaskar
Trophy in India. That is fol-
lowed by the pink-ball 150th
anniversary Test against En-
gland, a potential away Ash-
es series, the ODI World Cup
and a possible World Test
Championship final.

“The first half of the year
was a good time to be con-
servative,” Cummins said.
“Get it right now and hope-
fully I can play all those
Test matches.”

Cummins is hopeful of
returning in time to captain
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
IPL starting March 26. De-
spite Australia’s 0-3 white-
wash in Pakistan, he re-
mains upbeat about the
T20 World Cup squad.
“Morale is good. The guys
know how big this is and
are desperate to get start-
ed,” he added.

ICC T20 World Cup 2026: Unpredictable
West Indies have a mountain to climb

NEW DELHI

Two-time champions West
Indies arrive at the ICC T20
World Cup 2026 hoping to
rekindle memories of their
last triumph a decade ago,
when they lifted the trophy in
India in 2016. However, re-
cent form and persistent in-
consistency suggest the road
ahead will be steep for the
mercurial Caribbean side.

Drawn in Group C along-
side England, Scotland, Italy
and Nepal, West Indies cannot
afford complacency in the
opening round. Going by re-
cent results, an upset loss to
one of the associate nations
would not come as a shock. A
series defeat to Afghanistan
and losses to Nepal last year
underline the fragility that has
crept into a side once feared
for its dominance in the short-
est format.

If they make it through, the
challenge could intensify
sharply. West Indies are likely
to find themselves in a potential
‘Group of Death’ in the Super
8 stage, where heavyweights
such as India, Australia and
South Africa may await.

STRENGTHS

Power-hitting remains West
Indies’ biggest weapon. Bat-
ters like Brandon King,
Rovman Powell, Johnson
Charles, Shimron Hetmyer,
Jason Holder and Romario
Shepherd are capable of dis-
mantling attacks, particularly
on flat Indian pitches. The
spin department, led by Akeal
Hosein and Gudakesh Motie,
with captain Roston Chase
providing balance, adds con-
trol in middle overs.
WEAKNESSES

The team’s unpredictability
continues to be its biggest
flaw. A lack of cohesion and
sustained performances has
hurt West Indies even against
lower-ranked opposition. Mo-

mentum has been hard to
build, and confidence often
swings wildly from match to
match.

OPPORTUNITIES

Indian conditions offer an ide-
al stage for West Indies’ big
hitters to thrive. A strong start
could restore belief and allow
them to play fearless cricket,
which has historically brought
them success.

THREATS

The pace attack, led by Hold-
er alongside Shamar Joseph,
Matthew Forde and Jayden
Seales, could struggle against
elite batting line-ups. With
consistency elusive, West In-
dies face a daunting task to
reassert themselves among
T20’s elite.

FanCode, KPS secure broadcasting rlghts for Indian Super League

BENGALURU

FanCode and Kolkata-based
Kaleidoscope Studios (KPS)
have emerged as the successful
bidders for the broadcasting
and production rights of the
much-delayed Indian Super
League (ISL), which is sched-
uled to kick off in less than two
weeks. FanCode won the digi-
tal and television broadcasting
rights, while KPS secured the
production rights for the world
feed, following the release of
the tender by the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) last
month. FanCode placed the
highest combined bid of Rs
8.62 crore for the complete

package, outbidding ABP Net-
work, which offered Rs 6.89
crore for digital and production
rights, and JioTV, which bid Rs
5 crore for digital rights alone.
KPS separately bid Rs 5.25
crore to take charge of produc-
tion. Sources in FanCode told
DH that the platform remains
open to sharing television
broadcast rights with other
channels, indicating flexibility
in maximising reach for the
league. Two other bidders —
Monarch with PR Solution and
UK-based firm Two Circles —
were disqualified earlier in the
process after failing to meet
criteria outlined in the AIFF’s
request for proposal.

The sharp contrast between
this deal and last season’s
broadcast agreement highlights
the financial strain facing Indi-
an football. The previous sea-
son’s partners, including Star
Sports Network, Sports18 and
Asianet, had secured rights for
a combined Rs 275 crore. The
significantly lower value of the
current deal raises concerns

over production quality and re-
duced promotional spending.

With the broadcast arrange-
ment now finalised, AIFF is
expected to announce the fix-
tures for the 91-match truncat-
ed season soon. The league,
however, remains without a ti-
tle sponsor, adding to financial
uncertainty. Meanwhile, Ben-
galuru FC players, including
captain Sunil Chhetri, have
agreed to pay cuts for the sea-
son. Club owner Parth Jindal
confirmed the decision, citing
the challenging phase Indian
football is undergoing, as clubs
shoulder a major share of oper-
ational costs amid the ongoing
financial crisis.

T20 World Cup 2026: ‘Homecoming’
for army of Indian-origin cricketers

NEW DELHI

When the T20 World Cup
gets underway in India and
Sri Lanka on February 7, it
will be more than just another
global tournament for dozens
of players of Indian origin.
For many, it represents a
deeply emotional homecom-
ing — a chance to perform on
the biggest stage in the coun-
try of their roots.

Led by teams such as Can-
ada and the United States,
more than three dozen Indi-
an-origin cricketers are spread
across the 20 participating
nations. Canada boast the
highest number with 11 play-
ers, followed by the USA (9),
Oman (7) and the UAE (7),
underlining the quiet but sig-
nificant Indian influence
across world cricket.

For Mumbai-born USA pac-
er Saurabh Netravalkar, the
opener against India at the
Wankhede Stadium promises a
full-circle moment. A former
India U-19 player, Netravalkar

never imagined returning to
his childhood ground as an in-
ternational cricketer after mov-
ing to the United States and
stepping away from the game.
Now 34, he arrives as a key
figure in the USA side after
starring in their fairytale run in
the 2024 edition.

USA captain Monank Patel,
born in Anand, Gujarat, also
carries fond memories as he
prepares to face former junior
teammate Jasprit Bumrah. Pa-
tel believes Bumrah’s great-
ness was evident even in their
youth cricket days.

Italy’s World Cup debut

adds another poignant chapter
through Phagwara-born pacer
Jaspreet Singh, who moved to
Europe as a teenager and once
worked as an Uber driver be-
fore earning his ICC moment.
The Netherlands’ Aryan Dutt,
Canada captain Dilpreet Ba-
jwa, and Oman skipper Jatin-
der Singh further highlight the
diaspora’s reach.

While India chase title glo-
ry at home, the ‘Indian hand’
will quietly shape narratives
across the tournament —
blending nostalgia, opportuni-
ty and ambition on cricket’s
grandest T20 stage.

AFI RAISES THE BAR FOR
COMMONWEALTH GAMES QUALIFICATION

BENGALURU

The Athletics Federation of
India (AFI) has set stringent
qualification standards for
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games, signalling a no-com-
promise approach as Indian
athletes prepare for the qua-
drennial event in Glasgow
this July—August.

A maximum of 32 spots,
including 16 for women,
will be available across dis-
ciplines, with athletes in
more than 10 events re-
quired to better existing na-
tional records to earn direct
qualification. AFI officials
justified the demanding
benchmarks, citing the high
level of competition expect-

ed from powerhouses such
as Jamaica, Australia and
Canada.

The National Senior Ath-
letics Federation Competi-
tion, scheduled in Ranchi
from May 22 to 25, will
serve as the final selection
trials for the Games. This
applies even to athletes who
have already met the qualifi-
cation marks earlier in the

season, although AFI may
grant exemptions in special
circumstances, including
participation in major inter-
national events during the
same window.

In the marquee 100 me-
tres, sprinters Animesh Ku-
jur, Manikanta Hoblidhar
and Gurindervir Singh will
need to better the national
record of 10.18 seconds,
with the qualifying mark set
at 10.16, in line with Asian
Games standards. The bar is
even higher in the 400m,
where athletes such as
Vishal TK, Muhammed
Anas, Rajesh Ramesh and
Amoj Jacob must dip below
the 45-second mark, with a
target of 44.96 seconds.
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Manchester City go big again as Premier
League clubs dominate transfer window

City lead English spending spree as Premier League dominates Europe in Jan

MANCHESTER

Manchester City once again
emerged as the biggest spend-
ers in the January transfer
window as Premier League
clubs flexed their financial
muscle to dominate the mid-
season market across Europe.

City shelled out a reported
$115 million to sign Antoine
Semenyo and Marc Guehi,
reinforcing their squad for a
four-pronged trophy push.
While the outlay was lower
than last year’s $200-plus
million splurge, it still ac-
counted for a significant por-
tion of the Premier League’s
overall spending, estimated
at around $500 million, ac-
cording to data from Trans-
fermarkt.

The English top flight com-
fortably outspent rival leagues
in Spain, Italy, France and
Germany, underlining the Pre-

mier League’s continued fi-
nancial supremacy. City will
hope this investment proves
more fruitful than last season,
when heavy spending failed
to deliver silverware for the
first time in eight years.
Crystal Palace were the
second-biggest spenders in
England, reportedly investing
close to $105 million. Their

headline signing was Wolver-
hampton striker Jorgen
Strand Larsen, who arrived
on deadline day for a club-re-
cord fee that could rise to
$65 million. Palace’s window
came amid upheaval, with
captain Guehi departing for
City and manager Oliver
Glasner confirming he will
step down at season’s end.

Elsewhere in England, Liv-
erpool focused on the future
by agreeing a summer deal
for French defender Jeremy
Jacquet. Wolves made late
moves for Angel Gomes and
Adam Armstrong, while
Kalvin Phillips left City on
loan for Sheffield United.

Beyond England, activity
was more selective. Atletico
Madrid signed Ademola
Lookman in Spain, while Bar-
celona brought Joao Cancelo
back on loan. Italian clubs
were active, with Lazio and
Napoli spending heavily,
though Milan, Inter and Ju-
ventus remained cautious.

France’s standout deal saw
Lyon loan Endrick from Real
Madrid, while Germany’s
Bundesliga saw modest busi-
ness. Even so, the January
window once again belonged
to the Premier League — led,
as ever, by Manchester City.

Italy’s spread-out Winter Olympics pose

MILAN

One of the toughest challenges
at this month’s Winter Olym-
pics may have little to do with
snow or sport, as Italy grap-
ples with the task of moving
hundreds of thousands of ath-
letes, officials and spectators
across northern Italy.

The Games are being staged
across seven venues, making
them the most geographically
spread-out Winter Olympics in
history. Italian authorities ar-
gue that dispersing events over
a wide area reduces environ-
mental pressure on individual
locations. However, experts
warn that the fragmented lay-
out significantly complicates
mobility.

“The more fragmented the
venue layout, the more com-
plex the mobility demands —
especially for spectators, who
generate the largest transport
volumes,” said Robert Steiger,
a tourism and climate change
expert at Innsbruck University.

While Milan will benefit
from enhanced metro, train
and bus services, including
night operations, access to

transport challenges for athletes and spectators

£

mountain venues such as Cor-
tina, Bormio and Livigno re-
mains a concern. Unlike Bei-
jing 2022, there is no dedicat-
ed high-speed Olympic rail
link. A fan flying into Venice
to watch alpine skiing in Cor-
tina may need to combine bus,
regional train, another bus and
long walks — with key ca-
ble-car links still incomplete.

Authorities are urging spec-
tators to rely on public trans-
port, park outside sensitive
areas and use shuttle services.
But officials acknowledge the
challenge of competing with
private cars. “With these
spread-out Games, the first in-
stinct is to drive,” said Andrea
Gibelli of Italy’s state rail-
ways.

For many spectators, driving
may still prove faster, despite

I0C leader warns of
‘uncomfortable’ change
coming to Olympics programs

MILAN

Change is coming to the
Olympic programme and it
will not be easy for everyone,
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) President Kirsty
Coventry warned on Tuesday,
signalling a potentially trans-
formative phase for the
Games.

Speaking at the IOC’s an-
nual meeting ahead of the Mi-
lan-Cortina Winter Olympics,
Coventry outlined a central
theme of her presidency as
she prepares for her first
Olympics as the IOC’s first
female leader in its 130-year
history. She acknowledged
that difficult choices lie ahead
as the Olympic movement re-
assesses what it wants to rep-
resent in the coming decades.

Coventry set in motion a
comprehensive review last
June of more than 450 medal
events governed by over 40
international sports federa-
tions across the Summer and
Winter Games. The exercise
aims to evaluate relevance,
appeal and long-term sustain-
ability.

“We have to be honest
about what works and, some-
times more importantly, what
doesn’t,” Coventry told dele-
gates. “It means we have to
look at our sports, disciplines
and events with fresh eyes to
make sure we are evolving
with our times.”

She stressed that the pro-
cess would involve tough

conversations. “We will face
difficult decisions and discus-
sions — that’s part of change.
I know these conversations
can be uncomfortable, but
they are essential if we are to
keep the Games strong for
generations to come,” she
said.

Over the past decade, the
Summer Olympics have
sought to attract younger au-
diences by adding urban and
youth-oriented sports such as
skateboarding and 3x3 bas-
ketball, while breaking made
its Olympic debut in Paris 18
months ago. Coventry said
such moves reflect the need to
balance tradition with innova-
tion.

“We have to ensure the
Games remain inspiring for
young people everywhere —
reflecting their values, au-
thenticity and search for
something genuine,” said the
two-time Olympic swimming
champion.

Her comments could raise
concerns for long-established
sports, including modern pen-
tathlon, which has faced scru-
tiny ahead of the 2028 Los
Angeles Games. “Paris was a
great success, but that mo-
ment is now in the past,”
Coventry added. “It would be
dangerous to rest on our lau-
rels.”

The findings of the Olym-
pic programme review, part of
Coventry’s “Fit for the Fu-
ture” agenda, are expected to
be announced later this year.

traffic congestion, restricted
resort access and reserva-
tion-only parking. Ride-hailing
service Uber, an official
Games partner, expects activi-
ty in Olympic zones to double
during the event.

Italy has pledged €3.5 billion
in infrastructure investment, yet
delays persist. As of late Janu-
ary, fewer than half of the
planned projects had been com-
pleted. Several tunnels, bridges
and road upgrades — billed as
the Games’ long-term legacy
— will only be finished years
after the closing ceremony.

10C president Kirsty Cov-
entry acknowledged the diffi-
culty, saying the dispersed
model was the right choice,
but one that “created addition-
al complexities” for transport
planning.

T20WC Boycott:
Broadcasters
May Move Court
Against PCB

KARACHI/NEW DELHI

The ICC has warned the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) that
official T20 World Cup
broadcasters JioStar may take
legal action if Pakistan boy-
cotts its February 15 match
against India. Pakistan, fol-
lowing government instruc-
tions, has yet to formally no-
tify the ICC of the reasons.
Sources say the ICC could
withhold Pakistan’s USD 35
million annual revenue and
pay broadcasters directly.
PCB chairman Mohsin Naqvi
consulted legal experts but the
board braces for financial
penalties and possible law-
suits. The ICC’s Dispute Res-
olution Committee is unlikely
to hear appeals. PCB report-
edly sought support from oth-
er boards but found none.
Observers suggest Naqvi
might reconsider after Ban-
gladesh elections on February
12, but a boycott could isolate
Pakistan and harm the team
financially and reputationally.

Benzema joins Al-Hilal to
present threat to Ronaldo’s
Saudi title hopes

RIYADH

France great Karim Benzema
has reignited a familiar rivalry
in a new setting after complet-
ing a high-profile switch from
Al-Ittihad to Saudi Pro League
leaders Al-Hilal, a move that
could seriously dent Cristiano
Ronaldo’s hopes of winning
his first league title in the
kingdom. The former Real
Madrid striker, who won the
Ballon d’Or in 2022, joins
Al-Hilal with the club sitting
one point clear of Ronaldo’s
Al-Nassr at the top of the ta-
ble. Benzema’s arrival signifi-
cantly strengthens an already
formidable side and adds pres-
sure on Ronaldo, who has
been chasing domestic silver-
ware since moving to Saudi
Arabia in 2022. Benzema en-
joyed immediate success at
Al-Ittihad, leading them to the
league title and King’s Cup last
season. His switch to Al-Hilal
now places him at Saudi Ara-
bia’s most decorated club,
which boasts 21 league titles
and four Asian Champions
League crowns. Al-Hilal also
made global headlines last year
by defeating Manchester City
4-3 at the Club World Cup.
Coached by Simone
Inzaghi, a two-time Champi-
ons League finalist, Al-Hilal
have consistently attracted
elite talent. The club previous-
ly signed Neymar from Paris
Saint-Germain and attempted
a world-record move for Ky-
lian Mbappe, underlining their
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Former Ballon d’Or
winner strengthens
league leaders,
intensifying rivalry with
Cristiano Ronaldo

ambition to dominate both do-
mestically and continentally.

Benzema’s transfer comes
amid reports of growing frus-
tration within the Al-Nassr
camp. Ronaldo is believed to
be unhappy with a perceived
lack of transfer activity, espe-
cially as rivals continue to
strengthen. The Portuguese
star was notably absent from
Al-Nassr’s league match
against Al Riyadh on Monday,
further fuelling speculation.

Both clubs, along with Al-It-
tihad, are majority-owned by
Saudi Arabia’s Public Invest-
ment Fund, but momentum
now appears firmly with
Al-Hilal. With Benzema added
to their ranks, the battle for su-
premacy — and for bragging
rights between two former
Real Madrid icons — has tak-
en on fresh intensity.

India to host
Asian Olympic
shooting
qualifier in 2027

NEW DELHI

India will host the 2027 Asian
Rifle/Pistol Championship in
Delhi, offering eight quota
places for the 2028 Los Ange-
les Olympics, marking a histor-
ic first for the country’s shoot-
ing calendar. The Asian qualifi-
er will complement the 12
Olympic quota spots available
at the ISSF World Cup (Rifle/
Pistol/Shotgun) from April
21-30 next year, also in Delhi.
The announcement was con-
firmed by the Asian Shooting
Confederation (ASC) in a letter
to National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI) president Ka-
likesh Singh Deo, while final
dates for the Asian event will
be revealed later. “This is a
proud moment for Indian
shooting,” Deo said. “Our ath-
letes now have two home com-
petitions in the year to aim for
Olympic quota places. We
thank Eng. AlOtaibi and the
ASC team for their trust in In-
dia’s ability to host world-class
events.” NRAI secretary gener-
al Pawankumar Singh ex-
pressed confidence in the coun-
try’s preparations. “We will
host both the ISSF World Cup
and the Asian Championships
at the Karni Singh Ranges.

ANUSHA, PRIYANUJ HEADLINE HOST WILD
CARDS AT WTT STAR CONTENDER CHENNAI

CHENNAI

Indian paddlers Anusha Ku-
tumbale and Priyanuj Bhat-
tacharyya will headline the
host wild card entries at the
WTT Star Contender Chennai
2026 as India fields a strong,
youthful contingent for the
prestigious international table
tennis tournament. The hosts
will feature a record 23 play-
ers in the main draw.

The tournament, co-hosted
by Ultimate Table Tennis,
Sharath Kamal Academy and
Stupa Sports Al with support

Sabalenka Holds Top Spot, Djokovic
Returns to Top Three on ATP Tour

MELBOURNE

exander Zverev at Melbourne Park.

Aryna Sabalenka maintained her WTA No.
1 ranking despite losing the Australian Open
final to Elena Rybakina, who jumped two
spots to third, with Iga Swiatek at No. 2.
Sabalenka’s loss in the Melbourne final
did little to affect her lead at the top of the
women’s tour, highlighting her consistency
over the past year. Rybakina’s rise follows
a strong Australian Open campaign, while
Iga Swiatek retains her position as the
world’s second-ranked player. The top
American women include Amanda Anisi-
mova at No. 4, Coco Gauff at No. 5, and
Australian Open semifinalist Jessica Pegu-
la at No. 6. Elina Svitolina improved two §
places to No. 10 after her semifinal exit to

Sabalenka.

On the men’s tour, Carlos Alcaraz re- |
tained his No. 1 ranking after completing a
career Grand Slam with his Australian Open
triumph. Novak Djokovic, 38, rose to No. 3
following his semifinal win over Jannik
Sinner, marking his first return to the top
three since August 2024. Jannik
Sinner remains at No. 2,

narrowly behind Al-
caraz. American
Learner Tien was
among the big- |
gest movers, |
climbing five
spots to a ca-
reer-high No. 24
on the ATP Tour.
The 20-year-old
became the
youngest Ameri-
can man to reach

a Grand Slam
quarterfinal since
2002, falling to
fourth-ranked Al-

g

Tien

The post-Australian Open rankings un-
derscore both emerging talent and enduring
experience across tours. Sabalenka and Al-
caraz continue to dominate their respective
circuits, while veterans like Djokovic
demonstrate remarkable longevity. Mean-
while, young stars such as Rybakina and

are making their pres-
ence felt at the high-
est level, setting up
an intriguing sea-
son ahead.

WTA and ATP
players will
look to build
| on these results
j as the tour
% heads into the
"/ South Ameri-
¥ can clay swing
5 and spring hard-
court season.

from the Sports Development
Authority of Tamil Nadu, will
be held at the Tamil Nadu
Physical Education and
Sports University from Febru-
ary 10 to 15.

Anusha, the women’s final-
ist at the Feeder Series Va-

dodara 2026, leads the wom-
en’s host wild cards alongside
Sayali Wani, Kavya Bhatt and
Taneesha Kotecha, with all
four wild cards going to Indi-
ans. In men’s singles, WTT
Youth Contender Vadodara
under-19 champion Priyanuj
Bhattacharyya is among the
host wild cards, with France’s
Remi Betelu the lone overseas
pick.

World number 33 Manav
Thakkar will spearhead In-
dia’s men’s singles challenge,
supported by Manush Shah, G
Sathiyan and Harmeet Desai.

HéryanaThunders crowned Pro

Wrestling League champions

CHENNAI

Haryana Thunders clinched
the Pro Wrestling League
2026 title with a thrilling 5-4
victory over Delhi Dangal
Warriors in a nail-biting final
that went down to the last
bout.

The championship clash at
Noida Indoor Stadium kept
fans on the edge of their seats
as both teams exchanged wins
across eight bouts, ending 4-4
before the decisive wom-

en’s 62kg showdown. Par-
is Olympic silver medal-
list Iryna Koliadenko
produced a masterclass

«"  under pressure to secure

a technical superiority
win, sealing the title for
Haryana Thunders and
/| theX1.5 crore prize. Del-
| hi Dangal Warriors, run-
' ners-up, earned 75 lakh.
Individual honours
highlighted stellar perfor-
mances throughout the
season. Turan Bayramov
of Delhi Dangal Warriors
claimed the Player of the

Tournament award for a flaw-
less 7-0 record in the men’s
57kg category, amassing 59
points. Punjab Royals’ Chan-
dermohan topped overall
points, while Neha Sangwan
of Haryana took Player of the
Match for keeping her team in
contention till the final bout.
Ronak (Delhi) was named
Fighter of the Match, and Ak-
shay Dhere (Haryana) earned
Impact Player for dominating
in the men’s 57kg contest.
The final opened with Tur-
an Bayramov racing to an 8-1
win in the 74kg men’s bout,
giving Delhi an early lead.
Haryana bounced back
through U20 World Champi-
on Kajal Dhochack in the
76kg women’s bout. Delhi
regained momentum via Su-
jeet Kalkal (65kg) and Hadi
Bakhtiar (86kg), but Haryana
responded with victories from
Yui Susaki and Akshay
Dhere. Ronak’s 12-2 triumph
in the heavyweight bout put
Delhi ahead 4-3, but Neha
Sangwan pinned Anjali to lev-
el the score, forcing a decider.
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