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Trump says US can‘open Strait of Hormuz, take oil’

US President Donald Trump on Friday intensified tensions by asserting US capability over the Strait of Hormuz

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
on Friday intensified geopo-
litical tensions with a strong
statement on the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, claiming
that the United States has the
capability to take control of
the key maritime route and
benefit from its oil trade.

In a post on his social me-
dia platform Truth Social,
Trump said, “With a little
more time, we can easily open
the Hormuz Strait, take the
oil, and make a fortune.” The
remark has triggered fresh
global concern amid already
escalating tensions between
the US and Iran.

Earlier in the day, Trump
also warned of expanded
strikes on civilian infrastruc-
ture in Iran following reported
US military action that dam-
aged a major highway bridge.
In response, Iran reportedly
struck a water facility in Ku-
wait and warned of further
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retahatlon deepenmg fears of
a wider reglonal conflict.

The Strait of Hormuz, one
of the world’s most critical oil
transit chokepoints, has be-
come a flashpoint in the on-
going confrontation, with dis-
ruptions raising alarm over
global energy security and
shipping stability.

WHY STRAIT OF HORMUZ MATTERS

= Around 20% of global oil
shipments pass through
this route

= Any blockade or conflict
can sharply raise global
fuel prices

m A key maritime link be-
tween Gulf oil producers
and global markets

m Considered one of the
most sensitive strategic
waterways in the world
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Iran claims second F-35 downed
amid escalating tensions

Iran on Friday claimed that
it had shot down a second
U.S. F-35 stealth fighter jet
over central Iran using an
advanced air defence sys-
tem operated by the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC). According
to Iranian state media, the
aircraft was struck mid-air
by a newly deployed IRGC
Aerospace Force defence
system, causing a massive
explosion and crashing
soon after impact.
Officials suggested the in-
tensity of the blast made
pilot survival unlikely,
though there was no imme-
diate confirmation from the
United States regarding the
incident.

Iranian defence sources

said the jet was operating in
central Iranian airspace
when it was intercepted.
This marks the second such
claim in recent weeks, after
Tehran earlier reported
downing an F-35, though
that aircraft was later said
to have made an emergency
landing with the pilot sur-
viving.

Authorities in Tehran said
the latest incident reflects
upgrades in Iran’s integrat-
ed air defence capabilities.
The IRGC also claimed it
has downed over 125
U.S.-Israeli drones in recent
operations, signalling in-
creased aerial interception
activity amid rising regional
tensions between Iran, the
United States, and Israel.

Tanker with Iranian oil diverts
mid-sea from India to China

NEW DELHI

A US-sanctioned Aframax
tanker carrying Iranian crude
oil has altered its course
mid-voyage, switching its de-
clared destination from India
to China, signalling the fragil-
ity of global oil trade amid fi-
nancial and geopolitical con-
straints. The vessel Ping Shun,
earlier headed towards Vadinar
in Gujarat, is now indicating
Dongying in China, according
to ship-tracking firm Kpler.

The development comes
amid renewed interest from In-
dian refiners in sourcing Irani-
an oil after a temporary sanc-
tions waiver by Washington.
Had the shipment reached In-
dia, it would have marked the
first import of Iranian crude
since 2019. However, analysts
suggest the sudden rerouting is
likely linked to tightening pay-
ment terms, with sellers de-
manding upfront or near-term
settlements instead of extended
credit periods.

Experts note that such
mid-voyage destination chang-

es are not uncommon in Irani-
an oil trade, where opacity and
evolving commercial condi-
tions often dictate movement.
While the tanker’s Automatic
Identification System (AIS)
data indicates China as the
new destination, it remains
subject to change.

Vadinar houses a major re-
finery operated by Nayara En-
ergy, backed by Russia’s Ros-
neft, making it a strategic hub
for crude imports. India had
historically relied on Iranian
oil due to favourable pricing
and refinery compatibility,
with imports peaking at 11.5%
of total intake in 2018 before
ceasing in 2019 following US
sanctions.

The current waiver window,

m Tanker Name: Ping
Shun

m Cargo: 600,000 barrels
of Iranian crude

m Original Destination:
Vadinar, India

m New Destination:
Dongying, China

m Peak Imports (2018):
518,000 barrels/day

m Oil at Sea (Iran): 95
million barrels

m Potential for India: 51
million barrels

m Sanctions Waiver Valid
Till: April 19, 2026

valid until April 19, aimed to
ease global oil prices, has
opened limited opportunities.
Yet, payment bottlenecks—ex-
acerbated by Iran’s exclusion
from the SWIFT system—con-
tinue to hinder transactions,
underscoring how financial
mechanisms now rival logistics
in shaping global oil flows.

Ashoka slams CM over rlce scheme, fiscal issues

DAVANAGERE

Leader of Opposition R.
Ashoka on Friday launched a
sharp attack on Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, accusing him
of misusing the Centre’s rice
supply under the Annabhagya
scheme and misleading the
public with false claims.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, Ashoka alleged that the
state government was re-
branding rice provided by the

Central Government as its
own scheme. “The govern-
ment is putting its own label
on Centre-supplied rice and
claiming credit. This decep-

tion will not work on people,”
he said.

Taking a swipe at the Chief
Minister, Ashoka remarked,
“People should call him ‘An-
naramaiah’ for providing
food, but instead he has be-
come ‘Kannaramaiah’,” ac-
cusing him of “stealing” cred-
it for welfare initiatives.

He further criticised the
Congress government over
alleged delays in implement-
ing guarantee schemes.

MARITIME POWER BOOST

Siddaramaiah defends kin candidates, says high
command to decide on power-sharing

DAVANAGERE

Siddaramaiah on Friday de-
fended the Congress party’s
decision to field family mem-
bers of deceased MLAs in the
upcoming Assembly bypolls,
stating that it follows a
long-standing political practice.

The bypolls were necessitat-
ed after the demise of sitting
legislators from Davanagere
South and Bagalkote constitu-
encies. The Congress has
fielded relatives of the late
leaders, drawing criticism
from the BJP over alleged dy-
nastic politics. Responding to

the charge, Siddaramaiah said
such selections are common
across parties when a sitting
representative passes away.
Expressing confidence, he

“It is a common practice that
when a leader passes away, a

family member represents

% theconstituency. We have

followed the same principle.

As far as power-sharing is

concerned, the high command
will take a decision.”

—Siddaramaiah,
Karnataka CM

said the Congress is poised for
a clean sweep in both constit-
uencies in the April 9 by-elec-
tions. He also dismissed con-
cerns about minority voter

dissatisfaction, asserting that
the community has consistent-
ly supported the party.

On governance, Siddara-
maiah defended the State’s
guarantee schemes, describing
them as “social investments”
aimed at supporting weaker
sections. He also maintained
that Karnataka continues to
adhere to fiscal discipline de-
spite revenue challenges.

Addressing speculation
about a leadership tussle and a
possible rotational chief min-
ister arrangement, Siddara-
maiah said the matter rests
with the party leadership.

Centre must share inflation
burden, says DK Shivakumar

DAVANAGERE

D. K. Shivakumar on Friday
defended the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s borrowings, assert-
ing that the loans were aimed
at easing the financial strain on
citizens amid rising prices of
essential commodi-
ties. He also urged
the Centre to share
responsibility in ad-
dressing inflation.
Speaking to re-
porters, Shivakumar
accused the Union
government of failing to con-
trol price rise and instead
shifting the burden onto
states. He said the Karnataka
government was implement-
ing welfare guarantees to di-
rectly support people and
counter inflationary pressures.
Taking a swipe at the Cen-
tre, he questioned why similar

)

financial assistance schemes
were not introduced at the na-
tional level. He also criticised
the BJP, alleging that it was
misleading the public with
“hollow claims” rather than
providing tangible relief.
Referring to welfare mea-
sures, Shivakumar
said the state was
committed to putting
money directly into
people’s hands to
help them cope with
rising costs. He
maintained that bor-
rowing was necessary to sus-
tain such programmes and
protect vulnerable sections.
On political developments,
Shivakumar emphasised that
the Congress government’s
success was a collective effort
alongside CM Siddaramaiah,
party workers, and elected
representatives.

Rajnath Singh commissions stealth frigate INS Taragiri

VISAKHAPATNAM

Rajnath Singh on Friday
commissioned the advanced
stealth frigate INS Taragiri
into the Indian Navy, mark-
ing a major boost to India’s
maritime strength and indig-
enous defence capabilities.

Built under Project 17A, INS
Taragiri is the fourth stealth
frigate in its class and has
been constructed by Mazag-
on Dock Shipbuilders Limit-
ed. The commissioning cere-
mony was attended by senior
naval leadership, including
Navy Chief Dinesh Kumar
Tripathi and Chief of De-

fence Staff Anil Chauhan.
Weighing around 6,670

tonnes, the warship rep-
resents a significant advance-

ment in naval design, featur-
ing reduced radar visibility,
advanced combat systems,
and multi-role operational
capabilities. The induction
comes at a time when the
strategic importance of In-
dia’s eastern seaboard and
the Indo-Pacific region con-
tinues to grow.

INS Taragiri is equipped with
a sophisticated array of weap-
ons, including supersonic sur-
face-to-surface missiles, me-
dium-range surface-to-air
missiles, and advanced an-
ti-submarine warfare systems.
Its Combined Diesel or Gas
(CODOG) propulsion ensures

high speed and endurance, en-
abling it to undertake a wide
spectrum of missions.

With over 75% indigenous
content and contributions
from more than 200 MSMEs,
the warship underscores In-
dia’s push for self-reliance in
defence manufacturing under
the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
initiative.

Officials said the frigate will
enhance the Navy’s opera-
tional readiness while also
supporting humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief
missions, reinforcing India’s
role as a key maritime power
in the region.

Amit Shah reiterates BJP’s pan-
India UCC promise in Assam

GOALPARA

Amit Shah on Friday reaf-
firmed the BJP’s commitment
to implement a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) across India,
while assuring that tribal com-
munities would remain outside
its ambit, ahead of the Assem-
bly elections in Assam.
Addressing a rally in Goal-
para, Shah said the proposed
UCC would bring uniformity
in personal laws such as mar-

riage, divorce, and inheritance.
The promise forms a key part
of the BJP’s 31-point manifes-
to for the April 9 polls, posi-
tioning the issue as a major
electoral plank.

Highlighting past milestones,
Shah said the BJP had already
fulfilled two major ideological
goals—the construction of the
Ram Temple and the abroga-
tion of Article 370—and assert-
ed that a nationwide UCC re-
mains a priority.

QUICKREAD

Discrepancies spark concerns in Vijay’s affidavits

CHENNAL: Vijay has come under scrutiny after discrepan-
cies surfaced in election affidavits filed for Perambur and
Tiruchirappalli East constituencies ahead of the Assem-
bly polls. The Perambur affidavit states that

. / Vijay has no pending criminal cases, while a

later filing in Tiruchirappalli East declares
two FIRs, including one linked to a cam-
paign-related incident. Differences were
also noted in declared election bank ac-
counts, with the Trichy document listing an
additional account. Legal experts say such
inconsistencies could invite action under
the Representation of the People Act,
which penalises false declarations.

Yettinahole project clears forest nod hurdle

SHIVAMOGGA: A major hurdle for the Yettinahole Drinking
Water Project has been cleared after the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate Change granted in-princi-
ple approval to divert 111.02 hectares of forest land in
Hassan and Tumakuru districts. The long-pending clear-
ance enables construction of a gravity canal, which had
been delayed due to regulatory approvals. Officials said
the revised land requirement, reduced from 173.31 hec-
tares, has increased project costs but eased environ-
mental concerns. The approval comes with conditions,
including compensatory afforestation, payment of net
present value, and settlement of forest rights. Authori-
ties must fulfil these before commencing work. Of the
252-km canal, 238 km is already complete. The project
aims to provide drinking water to nearly 75 lakh people
across drought-prone districts in Karnataka.
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Karnataka to nurture 20 clean energy
- startups annually under Australia pact

State shifts focus to renewable energy innovation through global partnerships and incubation

Parents protest rash
driving by school bus
in Bengaluru

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Parents and residents in
Sampigehalli, North Ben-
galuru, staged a protest
against alleged rash driv-
ing by a Vibgyor School
bus, demanding an apol-
ogy from the driver. The
protestors blocked the
vehicle in Chokkanahalli
after a child narrowly es-
caped being hit near his
home. Following a com-
plaint, Sampigehalli po-
lice issued a notice to the
driver, identified as M.
Harsha, who later apolo-
gised. Residents said re-
peated reckless driving by
school buses had raised
safety concerns in the
area. Police officials stat-
ed that more drivers ac-
cused of negligent driving
would be summoned, as
authorities move to ad-
dress growing complaints
from residents.

Special summer train
between Bengalurv,
Chennai announced

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
To manage increased
passenger traffic during
summer, South Western
Railway has announced a
one-trip special train ser-
vice between Bengaluru
Cantonment and Dr. MGR
Chennai Central. Train No.
06545 will depart from
Bengaluru Cantonment at
8:05 AM on April 9 and
reach Chennai at 3 PM.
The return service, Train
No. 06546, will leave
Chennai at 4:45 PM and
arrive in Bengaluru at 11
PM the same day. The
train will have 21 coaches
and halt at key stations
including Krishnarajapu-
ram, Bangarpet, Kuppam,
Jolarpet, Katpadi, Sholin-
gur, Arakkonam, and
Thiruvallur. However, it
will skip Perambur on the
return journey.

Auto LPG supply
increasedin
Karnataka: Indian Oil

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Indian Oil Corporation
has increased auto LPG
supply across Karnataka
to meet rising demand,
especially as several pri-
vate outlets remain shut
or partially functional.
Officials said there are 55
Indian Oil auto LPG dis-
tribution centres in the
state, while around 300
private outlets have re-
ported disruptions. This
has led to a surge in de-
mand at government-run
stations. Daily sales at In-
dian Oil outlets have ris-
en to 59.53 metric tonnes
from a three-month aver-
age of 43.4 metric
tonnes. The company as-
sured uninterrupted sup-
ply and measures to sta-
bilise distribution.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

After nurturing thousands of
start-ups across sectors, Kar-
nataka is now pivoting to-
wards renewable energy tech-
nologies with a global collab-
oration aimed at boosting in-
novation and entrepreneur-
ship.The State Energy Depart-
ment has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
with University of New South
Wales (UNSW), NSRCEL,
and Foundation for Science
Innovation and Development
(FSID) to promote clean ener-
gy start-ups. The initiative,
facilitated by the Australian
India Business Council, aims
to nurture around 20 start-ups
annually across solar, wind,
energy storage, and green fu-
els.

The MoU was signed by
K.P. Rudrappaiah of Karnata-
ka Renewable Energy Devel-
opment Corporation Limited
(KREDL) and Prof. Lisa
Zamberlan of UNSW. As part
of the three-year partnership,
an incubation and technology
innovation centre will be es-

tablished in Bengaluru.
Officials said KREDL will
provide infrastructure and
funding support, while
UNSW will offer technical
mentorship, global research
access, and international ex-
posure through its Founders
Programme. High-potential

start-ups will also gain access
to global markets and ad-
vanced incubation

Energy Minister K. J.
George said the initiative will
strengthen Karnataka’s clean
energy ecosystem and attract
investments. Additional Chief
Secretary Gaurav Gupta noted
that the partnership aims to
create a global innovation
ecosystem benefiting busi-
nesses, government, and citi-
zens.Prof. Zamberlan said the
collaboration reflects a shared
commitment to advancing
clean energy innovation and
sustainable development.

The move is expected to
position Karnataka as a lead-
ing hub for renewable energy
start-ups, aligning with global
climate goals and India’s en-
ergy transition roadmap.

GBA proposes to allow 15% building
plan deviation in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a significant relief to thou-
sands of property owners, the
Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) has proposed increas-
ing the permissible deviation
from sanctioned building
plans from 5% to 15%. The
move is expected to help
many buildings secure occu-
pancy certificates, which have
remained pending due to mi-
nor violations.

The proposal is part of a
draft notification seeking
amendments to the 2003
building bye-laws. Public ob-
jections and suggestions have
been invited until April 30,
after which the revised rules
will be finalised.

Under current norms, any
deviation beyond 5% is con-
sidered unauthorised, leaving
several property owners with-

out occupancy certlﬁcates and
limiting access to essential
civic services like water and
electricity. Officials said the
revised policy aims to address
practical challenges in a rap-
idly growing city.

However, deviations be-
yond 15% will still invite
strict enforcement, including
possible demolition. Authori-
ties clarified that only build-
ings meeting key safety stan-
dards—such as structural
stability, ventilation, and ac-
cess—will qualify for regular-

isation.

GBA Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao said the ear-
lier limit had become imprac-
tical due to rising land costs
and dense urban development.
Constraints like small plot
sizes often result in unavoid-
able variations in setbacks,
floor area ratio (FAR), and
building coverage.The new
framework also introduces a
structured system for regular-
ising deviations through pay-
ment of compounding fees,
calculated based on the land’s
guidance value. It further de-
fines limits across parameters
such as setbacks, FAR, height,
and plot coverage to ensure
uniform enforcement.

The proposed changes are
expected to ease compliance
while maintaining safety stan-
dards in Bengaluru’s expand-
ing urban landscape.

Bengaluru power
outages persist
despite regular

maintenance
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Despite routine maintenance
works by power utilities, Ben-
galuru continues to face fre-
quent power outages and volt-
age fluctuations, with residents
reporting repeated disruptions
across several localities.
Scheduled shutdowns, often
lasting from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
are regularly announced by
Karnataka Power Transmis-
sion Corporation Limited
(KPTCL) and Bengaluru Elec-
tricity Supply Company Lim-
ited (BESCOM), but citizens
question their effectiveness.
While officials maintain that
most interruptions are not ac-
tual power cuts but temporary
faults that are quickly recti-
fied, residents argue that even
minor rain or load changes
trigger multiple outages.

Conman in SUV dupes elderly woman, flees with gold bangles

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An 80-year-old woman was
duped by a conman posing as
an acquaintance, who drove
away with her gold bangles
after gaining her trust through
a fabricated story.

According to a complaint
filed by Kanaka Sampath, a
resident of Basavanagudi, the
incident occurred around
11.45 am on March 28 when
she was alone at home. The
accused arrived in a white

Toyota Fortuner and struck up
a friendly conversation, pre-
tending to be a known person
or distant relative.

To win her confidence, he
claimed his wedding was
scheduled next month and in-
vited her, even promising to
gift her a sari. During the con-
versation, he noticed her gold
bangles, praised their design
and said he wanted similar
ones made for his fiancée.

He convinced her to accom-
pany him to a jewellery shop,

offering to drive her as she
had difficulty walking due to
leg pain. Trusting him, she
got into the vehicle. After
driving around the Mani
Sports area and claiming no
shops were nearby, he
brought her back home.

The accused then told her
he would call a jeweller to her
residence and requested the
bangles to show the design.
While distracting her with im-
ages of gold bars on his
phone, he took the bangles

weighing about 50 grams.

Within moments, he asked
her to step out of the vehicle
and sped away. The woman
later realised the bangles were
missing and approached the
police.

A case has been registered
under Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita sections 303 (theft) and
318 (cheating). Police said
CCTYV footage has captured
the vehicle’s registration
number, and efforts are on to
trace the accused.

Bengaluru North Corporation leads
insocial welfare spending: Report

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru North City Cor-
poration (BNCC) has
emerged as the top spender
on social welfare pro-
grammes among the city’s
five civic bodies, allocating
the highest share of its bud-
get towards health, educa-
tion and welfare initiatives,
according to an analysis by
non-profit Janaagraha.

The report shows that
BNCC has earmarked 11%
of its budget for programme
expenses, significantly high-
er than East and South cor-
porations, which have each
allocated 7%. Central and

West corporations lag behind
with just 5% allocations for
similar sectors.Across all
five corporations, however,
development works continue
to dominate spending. Cen-
tral corporation leads with
63% of its budget allocated
for development, followed
by East at 62%, West at
60%, South at 47%, and
North at 41%.In terms of
solid waste management,
North has allocated the high-
est share at 11%, while Cen-
tral and West have set aside
9% each, and East and South
8% each.The report also
highlights stark differences
in revenue patterns.

BENGALURU HOTELS HIKE FOOD PRICES
AF TER LPG CYLINDER COST RISE

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Hotels across Bengaluru have
increased food prices follow-
ing a rise in commercial LPG
cylinder rates and reported
gas shortages, impacting daily
cooking costs and overall op-
erations. Prices of popular
food items such as dosa, idli,
and chapati have gone up by

¥5-%10, with some establish-
ments raising rates by up to
10—15 per cent.Customers
have expressed dissatisfaction
over the price hike but say
they have little choice but to
continue purchasing food at
higher rates.At Kadamba Ho-
tel in Basaveshwara Nagar,
prices of all menu items have
been revised upward.

Fake Infosys CSR ojﬁczals dupe Bengaluru firm of 26 crore

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A major case of imperson-
ation and financial fraud has
surfaced in Bengaluru, with
Mysore Mercantile Company
Ltd (MMCL) alleging that a
group posed as senior Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility
(CSR) officials of Infosys Ltd
and cheated the firm of 26
crore.

According to a complaint
filed by MMCL executive
Sridhar, the fraud took place
between September 1, 2025
and March 20, 2026. The ac-

cused, identified as Gagan N
Deep, along with Chetan, Te-
jas and others, are currently
absconding.

Police said Gagan allegedly

introduced himself as a Re-
gional Head (CSR) at Infosys
and claimed to be reporting to
senior officials. He gained the
trust of MMCL by expressing

interest in funding projects
undertaken by the Heggunje
Rajeeva Shetty Charitable
Trust in Bengaluru.

To appear credible, the ac-
cused reportedly conducted
field visits in Udupi, Mangal-
uru and other locations, pos-
ing as company representa-
tives and reviewing project
sites. Investigators said this
created the impression of a
legitimate due diligence pro-
cess.The complainant was
then persuaded to pay large
sums as Earnest Money De-
posits, claimed to be neces-

sary for securing CSR grants.
Acting on these assurances,
MMCL transferred 6 crore
through multiple demand
drafts to entities such as
Anitha Ventures and ANS En-
gineerings. An additional 330
lakh was allegedly handed
over in cash near Devanahalli.

Police said forged sanction
letters and grant agreements
worth over X350 crore were
also issued to reinforce the
deception. Suspicion arose
when promised funds failed to
materialise and the accused
became untraceable.

[ New vehlcles (2025-26):
Two-wheelers: 5.2 lakh
Cars: 1.5 lakh

m Daily additions: ~2,100

m Peak month (Oct):
86,014 vehicles

m Total vehicles: 1.2 crore

m Two-wheelers: 86 lakh
m Cars: 24.8 lakh

m Cabs/taxis: 2.9 lakh

m Autos: 3.8 lakh

Bengaluru adds over
2,100 vehicles daily;
total crosses 1.2 crore

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s vehicle popula-
tion has crossed a staggering
1.2 crore as of March 31,
2026, underscoring mounting
pressure on the city’s already
strained transport infrastruc-
ture. With nearly 7.9 lakh new
vehicles added in 2025-26
alone—averaging over 2,100
registrations daily—the surge
reflects growing dependence
on private transport amid in-
adequate public mobility op-
tions.

The rapid increase has in-
tensified traffic congestion
across the city, where road
expansion has failed to keep
pace with vehicle growth. The
Greater Bengaluru Authority
manages a road network of
14,063 km, translating to
nearly 900 vehicles per kilo-
metre.

Two-wheelers dominate the
surge, accounting for 5.2 lakh
new registrations this year,
followed by 1.5 lakh cars. Ex-
perts point to affordability
and convenience as key driv-
ers behind the spike, particu-

Rising reliance on private
vehicles highlights gaps
in public transport
infrastructure

larly in areas underserved by
reliable public transport.

On the revenue front, the
HSR Layout RTO (KA-01)
emerged as the top-perform-
ing office in Karnataka, gen-
erating X1,273 crore in 2025—
26. It has held the top position
for three consecutive years.
Other major contributors in-
clude Kasturinagar RTO with
%1,098 crore and Jayanagar
RTO with 969 crore. Nation-
ally, HSR Layout ranks third
after Pune and Pimpri RTOs.

Officials said revenue
streams include vehicle regis-
tration taxes, commercial lev-
ies, and enforcement collec-
tions.Urban planners warn
that unless public transport
systems are significantly
strengthened, Bengaluru’s
traffic challenges could wors-
en, impacting commute times,
pollution levels, and overall
quality of life.

Fake number plate row:
Lamborghini seized again,
trouble mounts for Rlcky Ral

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Fresh trouble has emerged for
Ricky Rai, son of former don
Muthappa Rai, as authorities
intensified action in a fraud
case involving the use of a
fake number plate on a luxury
Lamborghini.

According to investigators,
the vehicle was being driven
with the number plate KA 05
NR0009, which was found to
be unregistered in official Re-
gional Transport Office
(RTO) records. The misuse of
the number led to the registra-
tion of a fraud case.

Police have seized the Lam-
borghini once again and
placed it under Property Form
(PF), submitting it before a
court as part of the ongoing
probe. Authorities have also
issued a notice asking Ricky
Rai to appear for questioning.

This is not the first instance
of action against the vehicle.
Earlier, Cubbon Park traffic
police had seized the car for
reckless drifting on city roads.

Officials said Rai had re-

portedly purchased the vehi-
cle in Delhi and later paid %5
lakh to obtain a fancy number.
However, the number was
never formally registered to
the car. Despite being fined
%35 lakh by the RTO in Octo-
ber for violations, the car con-
tinued to be used with the
unregistered plate.

The repeated violations, in-
cluding dangerous driving
and misuse of registration,
have escalated the matter into
a criminal investigation.

Sources said Rai has now
applied for proper registration
at the Central RTO but must
first clear the pending %35
lakh fine and applicable taxes.

Meanwhile, authorities be-
lieve Rai is currently in Rus-
sia, even as they await his
appearance for further ques-
tioning in the case.

BDA to draft separate Master Plan
2041 for areas beyond GBA limits

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) has initiat-
ed steps to prepare a Revised
Master Plan 2041 for areas
outside the jurisdiction of
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA), marking a
strategic shift towards plan-
ning the city’s expanding
periphery.

The BDA issued a tender
notification on April 1 to be-
gin the process. The move
follows the transfer of plan-
ning powers within GBA
limits to the municipal body,
effectively ending BDA’s
role in core city planning.
The agency will now focus
on nearly 500 sq km of land
beyond GBA limits.

Officials said this vast ex-
panse includes large tracts of
revenue land, which are ex-

pected to play a key role in
Bengaluru’s future urban
growth. The tendering pro-
cess is likely to be complet-
ed within two months, after
which work on the master
plan will commence.The
proposed plan will focus on
optimising land use, with an
emphasis on converting rev-
enue lands into residential,
commercial, and mixed-use
zones. The initiative aligns
with efforts to decentralise
development and ease pres-
sure on the already saturated
core city.Planners believe
this approach could promote
balanced urban expansion
while improving infrastruc-
ture planning in emerging
areas. However, experts
stress that coordination be-
tween BDA and GBA will be
crucial to ensure seamless
development.
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Reckles bie
stunt by woman

goes viral

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A young woman'’s reck-
less behaviour on a mov-
ing bike in Banashankari
has gone viral on social
media, raising safety con-
cerns. The woman was
seen riding pillion from
Banashankari towards
BTM, reportedly without
wearing a helmet and
holding a bottle in her
hand. In a video recorded
by a group of youths trav-
elling in a car behind her,
she appeared to be enjoy-
ing the ride in a carefree,
cinematic style. She was
seen swaying and behav-
ing in a risky manner for
nearly four to five kilo-
metres, endangering her
own safety and that of
others on the road. Po-
lice are likely to take note
of the viral video and ini-
tiate action.

KSCA faces
notice over
illegal IPLads

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Greater Bengaluru
Authority has issued a no-
tice to the Karnataka
State Cricket Association
(KSCA) over alleged vio-
lations of advertisement
rules during IPL matches
at Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um. The two-page notice,
issued under the 2022 Act
and Bylaw Section 158,
directs KSCA to submit a
written explanation within
seven days. Authorities
warned that non-compli-
ance could attract penal-
ties, including a fine of 02
lakh and imprisonment of
up to one year. The action
follows complaints about
unauthorised advertise-
ments, particularly large
LED boards installed in-
side and around the sta-
dium without approval.
Officials said further ac-
tion will depend on KS-
CA’s response.

Venugopalaswamy
Brahmarathotsava
held with grandeur

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Venugopalaswamy
Brahmarathotsava was

held with great pomp
and devotion at the

Venugopalaswamy Tem-

ple in Yelahanka. The
festival featured elabo-
rate rituals including
special decoration, ab-
hishekam, archana,
homa and Maha Man-
galarati, conducted by
the Vishwanatheshwara
and Venugopalaswamy
Dharmadarshi Mandali.

The chariot festival com-
menced after the cere-
monial Garuda pradak-

shina, amid chants by
devotees. Thousands of
devotees from Karnata-
ka, Andhra Pradesh and

Tamil Nadu participated,

offering bananas and
davana to fulfil their
VOWS.

29,000 vehicles sold in month

Fuel shortages and rising costs push consumers towards electric mobility solutions

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The ongoing conflict in West
Asia has begun to impact con-
sumer behaviour in Karnataka,
with a sharp rise in demand for
electric vehicles (EVs) amid
fuel shortages and price uncer-
tainty.As petrol, diesel and
CNG supplies face disrup-
tions, long queues at fuel sta-
tions have become a common
sight, prompting many resi-
dents to consider alternatives.
Electric vehicles have emerged
as a preferred option, with
over 28,765 EVs registered
across the state between
March 1 and 31 alone.With
this surge, the total number of
electric vehicles on Karnataka
roads has reached 7,56,637 as

of last month. Industry observ-
ers note that even consumers
who were previously hesitant
are now shifting towards EVs
due to the ongoing crisis.
Bookings for EVs—including
two-wheelers, cars and bus-
es—have increased signifi-
cantly over the past few
weeks. Dealers report growing
interest driven by both eco-

nomic concerns and environ-
mental awareness.The pro-
longed Iran-Israel-US conflict
has contributed to global ener-
gy instability, affecting fuel
availability and prices locally.
This has placed additional fi-
nancial strain on households,
further accelerating the shift to
electric mobility.Meanwhile,
the Karnataka government’s

proposed Motor Vehicles Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, is
also influencing buyer be-
haviour. The bill proposes a
5% tax on EVs priced up to
%10 lakh and 8% for those
priced between 10 lakh and
%25 lakh. With the proposal
awaiting the Governor’s ap-
proval, many consumers are
rushing to book vehicles be-
fore prices potentially rise.
Experts believe the current
trend could mark a long-term
transition towards cleaner mo-
bility in the state. As uncer-
tainties around fuel supply
persist, electric vehicles are
increasingly being seen not
just as an eco-friendly option,
but also as a practical and
cost-effective alternative.

Bengaluru City University to
hold 5th convocation on April 4

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Dr Manmohan Singh Bengal-
uru City University will host
its fifth annual convocation on
April 4 at 11.30 am at the
Jnanajyothi Auditorium, Cen-
tral College Campus, celebrat-
ing academic achievements of
thousands of students.

Governor Thawarchand Ge-
hlot, who is also the Chancel-
lor, will preside over the cere-
mony. Higher Education Min-
ister Dr MC Sudhakar will at-
tend as Pro-Chancellor, while
DRDO Director General Dr
Binay Kumar Das will deliver
the convocation address.

A total of 37,393 students

will receive degrees, including
29,886 undergraduates, 7,484
postgraduates and 23 PhD
scholars. Women constitute a
majority, with over 21,000
candidates.

The university will also con-
fer honorary doctorates on six
eminent personalities, includ-
ing former cricketer BK Ven-
katesh Prasad, sports adminis-
trator K Govindraj, music di-
rector Arjun Janya, education-
ists TK Narayanappa and Dr
Mohan Alva, and industrialist
Bava Mohammed Farookh.

PhD degrees will be award-
ed across disciplines such as
education, commerce, eco-
nomics and mathematics. In

addition, 54 postgraduate rank
holders and 29 undergraduate
rank holders will receive gold
medals, with women dominat-
ing the list of toppers.

Officials described the con-
vocation as a significant mile-
stone recognising the hard
work and academic excellence
of students. The event is ex-
pected to inspire graduates to
contribute meaningfully to so-
ciety.

University authorities said
all arrangements have been
made to ensure the smooth
conduct of the ceremony,
which will be attended by fac-
ulty, dignitaries and families of
graduating students.

130 kmph upgrade
for Yelahanka-
Dharmavaram

rail line
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a significant boost to rail
connectivity from Bengaluru
towards the northeast, the 161-
km Yelahanka—Dharmavaram
railway line has been upgraded
to support train speeds of up to
130 kmph. The corridor, which
earlier permitted speeds of 110
kmph, has now received clear-
ance following safety approval
for its double-line section.The
speed enhancement was sanc-
tioned after a detailed inspec-
tion by the Commissioner for
Rail Safety (CRS), with final
approval issued by South West-
ern Railway authorities.

Governor seeks review of SSLC third language grading rule

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Governor has
intervened in the ongoing de-
bate over the state govern-
ment’s decision to make the
third language non-mandatory
in SSLC and award only grades
instead of marks.

In a letter addressed to Chief
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh, the
Governor’s Special Secretary
Prabhushankar urged the gov-
ernment to reconsider the poli-
cy, citing concerns over its ac-
ademic and cultural implica-
tions. The move follows a peti-
tion submitted by the Associa-
tion for Preservation of Local

Languages, Bengaluru.

The letter highlights appre-
hensions that assigning only
grades, instead of marks, could
reduce the academic impor-
tance of the third language. It
warns that students may lose
interest in learning the subject

seriously, potentially impacting
linguistic diversity and intellec-
tual development.Teachers and
parents have also expressed
concerns that the change could
have long-term consequences
on the quality and inclusiveness
of education in the state. They

argue that a structured evalua-
tion system with marks encour-
ages greater engagement and
accountability among students.
The Governor has emphasised
the need for a comprehensive
review of the issue from both
educational and administrative
perspectives. He has instructed
the Chief Secretary to consult
the School Education Depart-
ment and other relevant author-
ities before taking a final deci-
sion.

The development adds a new
dimension to the language pol-
icy debate in Karnataka, with
stakeholders closely watching
the government’s next move.

%10 snack sold for 150 at
Bengaluru pub triggers outrage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A seemingly ordinary snack
priced at X150 in a popular
Bengaluru pub has sparked
widespread outrage on social
media, reigniting debates
over “fancy menu” pricing in
the city’s nightlife scene.
The incident occurred at
Toit, a well-known pub in In-
diranagar, where a customer,
Arun Raj, ordered a dish list-
ed as “Chilli-Dusted Goldfin-
gers.” Priced at X150, the
item turned out to be a sim-
ple snack commonly avail-
able at homes or roadside
stalls for around X10.
Surprised by the stark dif-
ference, the customer shared

a picture of the dish on so-
cial media platform X, ex-
pressing both shock and
amusement. In a sarcastic
remark, he said he might be
the first in his family to
spend X150 on such a basic
item.

The post quickly went vi-
ral, drawing a flood of reac-
tions from users who criti-
cised the trend of rebranding
simple food items with exag-
gerated English names and
charging steep prices. Many
users mocked the practice,
with some joking that even
peanuts could be renamed
“Flame Tossed Special Mas-
ala Earth Nuts” and sold at
premium rates.

RESOLVING TRAFFIC CONGESTION

ONLINE LOVE SCAM DUPES MAN
OF 358 LAKH IN BENGALURU

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A cyber fraud case involving
a fake online relationship and
investment scheme has sur-
faced in Bengaluru, with a
man losing 58 lakh after be-
ing lured into a fraudulent
“love and marriage” trap.

According to police, cyber-
criminals specifically target-
ed individuals seeking a sec-
ond marriage by creating
fake profiles posing as wom-
en on social media platforms.
In this case, the accused
gradually built an emotional
connection with the victim
through regular chats, even-
tually convincing him that
she was in love and ready to
marry him.

To gain further trust, the
fraudster claimed that her
family had approved the rela-
tionship. She then introduced
the victim to online trading,
stating that financial stability
was essential for a happy
married life. Promising high
returns, she persuaded him to
invest money through multi-
ple transactions into various
bank accounts.Over time, the
victim transferred a total of
%58 lakh, believing it was be-
ing invested.

BDA re-invites bids for Mekhrl elevated corridor project

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

With traffic congestion wors-
ening at Mekhri Circle fol-
lowing the opening of an ad-
ditional ramp at Hebbal fly-
over, the Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) has
revived plans for a major in-
frastructure upgrade by invit-
ing fresh bids for a 420 crore
elevated corridor project.
The proposed four-lane ele-
vated corridor, estimated at
%419.7 crore excluding GST,
will span 1.6 km. It will begin
near the UAS Staff Quarters,
opposite the Veterinary Col-
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lege, and extend up to Mekhri
Circle, one of the city’s busi-
est junctions.

To streamline traffic move-
ment, the project includes an
elevated rotary junction at

Mekhri Circle. From this
junction, two down-ramps are
planned—one leading to-
wards Yeshwanthpur via CV
Raman Road, and the other
connecting to Jayamahal. The

design also factors in integra-
tion with a proposed east-west
elevated corridor, though de-
tails of that project are yet to
be finalised.

The BDA floated tenders
for the project on March 26,
marking the second attempt
within four months after ear-
lier bids in December did not
progress. The revised plan
includes modifications such
as extending the down-ramp
towards Yeshwanthpur to ease
congestion near the Raman
Research Institute.

Officials said the project is
expected to be completed

within 18 months once work
begins. Notably, the corridor
does not require additional
land acquisition, a key advan-
tage in fast-tracking imple-
mentation. Required clearanc-
es have already been secured
from defence establishments
along Ballari Road, including
the Air Force Training Com-
mand and Parachute Regi-
ment units.

The stretch around Mekhri
Circle is already a complex
traffic zone, with two grade
separators and a proposed
short tunnel from Hebbal in
the vicinity.

Snake sightings surge
in Bengaluru, rescuers
stretched th1n

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

As summer intensifies, Benga-
luru is witnessing a sharp rise
in snake sightings, exposing a
critical shortage of trained res-
cuers across the city. Within
the Greater Bengaluru Author-
ity (GBA) limits, only seven
snake rescuers are available to
respond to emergencies across
five city corporations.

With rising temperatures,
snakes are increasingly enter-
ing residential areas in search
of cooler shelter. Sightings in-
side house compounds, parked
vehicles, and public parks
have become frequent. On av-
erage, more than 150 distress
calls are reported daily, putting
immense pressure on the
limited workforce.

The situation is
expected to
worsen during
May and June,
which mark
the breeding
season for
snakes. With
hatchlings
emerging, daily
calls could exceed
200, further straining re-
sponse capabilities.

The distribution of rescuers
reveals a stark imbalance. The
West City Corporation, cover-
ing 112 wards, and the South
City Corporation, with 72
wards, have just two rescuers
each. The remaining three cor-

With
rising inci-
dents and limited
manpower, there is
growing demand to at
least double the number of
snake rescuers to ensure
faster response and
improved public
safety.
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Over 150 daily distress
calls, but only 7 snake
rescuers across five city
corporations struggle to
respond during peak
summer surge

porations are managed by a
single rescuer each, making
timely responses difficult.
Commonly spotted
species include the
Russell’s viper
and the check-
ered keelback,
raising safety
concerns
among resi-
dents.Rescuers
also face chal-
lenges due to lack
of basic infrastruc-
ture. Many operate with-
out official vehicles or ade-
quate equipment, often pur-
chasing snake-handling tools
themselves. Despite the high-
risk nature of their work, they
receive an honorarium of
%18,000, which is frequently
delayed by several months.

Jayanagar poll row:
Soumya Reddy defends
allegations in court

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Defeated Congress candidate
Soumya Reddy appeared be-
fore the Karnataka High Court
on Friday and reiterated her
allegations of irregularities in
the vote counting process
during the 2023 Jayanagar As-
sembly elections.

During the hearing, Reddy
told the bench headed by Jus-
tice S Rachaiah that the re-ver-
ification and recounting of
postal ballots were carried out
in violation of established pro-
cedures. She maintained that
while the final declaration by
election officials may be tech-
nically valid, the process lead-
ing to it was flawed.

Responding to arguments
from the counsel representing
BJP MLA C K Ramamurthy,
she acknowledged that 124 out
of 198 initially rejected postal
ballots were later deemed val-
id. However, she questioned
the legality of this re-evalua-
tion, which ultimately led to

Ramamurthy’s narrow victory
margin of 16 votes.Reddy also
told the court that media re-
ports had earlier indicated her
victory by 42 votes, prompting
her to reach the counting cen-
tre, where confusion and con-
troversy unfolded.

The petition seeks cancella-
tion of the declared result and
demands a recount of all 827
postal ballots. The court heard
detailed arguments from both
sides, with further questioning
expected.The bench adjourned
the hearing to April 6 at 3.30
pm.

The case continues to draw
attention as it raises questions
about electoral transparency
and adherence to due process
in closely contested elections.

Monsoon alert: GBA orders
citywide flood preventlon Works

CH NEWSBENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has initiated
extensive pre-monsoon pre-
paredness measures, directing
all five city corporations to
complete key flood preven-
tion works by the end of
April.

Chief Commissioner M
Maheshwar Rao has instruct-
ed officials to prioritise desilt-
ing and cleaning of drains,
particularly along major
roads, to prevent waterlog-
ging during heavy rains. The
move aims to minimise civic
disruptions and ensure
smoother water flow across
the city.The GBA has empha-
sised proactive disaster man-
agement, urging authorities to
take preventive steps during
both pre-monsoon and mon-
soon periods. Officials have
been asked to ensure that all
essential works are executed
on priority and within the
stipulated timeline.

A total of 49 flood-prone
locations identified in 2025
are under review. Authorities
must assess whether perma-
nent solutions have been im-
plemented in these areas.
Where long-term measures

are pending, temporary ar-
rangements are to be put in
place immediately to mitigate
risks.

To enhance coordination,
chief engineers from the city
corporations have been direct-
ed to work closely with the
GBA’s Project Implementa-
tion Unit. This is expected to
accelerate execution of flood
mitigation projects in vulner-
able zones.In addition to rou-
tine drain cleaning, focus has
also been placed on complet-
ing shoulder drains under ma-
jor infrastructure initiatives
such as CMIDP and SIP.
These works are considered
crucial to improving drainage
efficiency and reducing water
accumulation on roads.The
GBA’s directive underscores
the urgency of strengthening
Bengaluru’s drainage network
and addressing recurring
flooding issues ahead of the
rainy season.
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Father-In-law
gets life term for
brutal murder

Karwar
A court in Shirsi has sen-
tenced a man to life im-
prisonment for killing his
son-in-law over a minor
dispute related to alcohol
money. The accused,
Venkataramana Ganapa
Gowda, was also fined Rs
10,000. The incident hap-
pened on May 2, 2024, in
Malali village, where he
attacked Manjunatha
Rama Gowda (40) with a
wooden mallet, causing
his death. Police said the
crime was driven by anger
and family issues. The
court found him guilty af-
ter reviewing evidence
and witness statements.
It also ordered Rs 50,000
compensation to the vic-
tim’s wife and praised po-
lice for their investigation.

Christians observe
Good Friday with
devotion

Mangaluru
Christians in Mangaluru
observed Good Friday
with prayers and rituals to
remember the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. Churches
across the city held spe-
cial programs, including
the Way of the Cross,
which depicts 14 key
events from Jesus’ sen-
tencing to his burial. Hun-
dreds of devotees partici-
pated in the Stations of
the Cross at Milagris
Church. The service was
led by Fr. Bonaventure
Nazareth, assisted by Fr.
Avith Poys. Officials said
the day was marked by
solemn prayers, reflection,
and community participa-
tion, emphasizing faith
and devation. The pro-
grams began early morn-
ing and continued
throughout the day, draw-
ing large gatherings of
worshippers.
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' DCM lauds Shivashankarappa’s
lasting constituency impact

Shivakumar highlighted welfare schemes benefiting women and families,
defended state borrowing, and contrasted Cong programs with BJP promises

DAVANAGERE

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar expressed admi-
ration for the late Shamanur
Shivashankarappa’s work in
Davangere South and high-
lighted Congress’s prepared-
ness for upcoming by-elec-
tions. Speaking to media on
Friday, he said the party has
learned valuable lessons from
Shivashankarappa’s contribu-
tions to the constituency.
“Shivashankarappa helped
build hospitals, auditoriums,
schools, and other public fa-
cilities. The roads, houses,
parks, and bus stands here are
maintained very well, even
better than Bangalore. His
work gives us a model to fol-
low,” Shivakumar said. He
also praised the state govern-
ment’s social welfare
schemes, noting that 15,000

shelter homes were provided
for the poor, along with sepa-
rate land allocations for all
communities. Free COVID
vaccinations and ongoing
guarantee schemes have
strengthened public trust.

Shivakumar outlined the
wide reach of welfare pro-
grams: 98% of women in the
constituency benefit from the
Guarantee Scheme, 60,000
women receive Grihalakshmi
support, 61,000 families ben-
efit from Grihaljyoti, and 1.45
lakh individuals are part of
the Annabhagya Scheme.
“Women here are committed
to voting for Congress regard-
less of other influences,” he
added.

Addressing concerns about
criticism of the state’s debt,
he said, “Yes, we borrowed,
but didn’t the Modi govern-
ment also borrow? We pro-

vide five guarantee schemes
giving Rs 5,000 per month to
poor families. BJP schemes
are mostly empty promises.
People see the difference in
our work.”

Shivakumar emphasized
unity within the party, saying
all MLAs and 78 lakh party
members are working like
disciplined soldiers. “This
election is not just about me
or Siddaramaiah. Thousands

of workers are campalgnmg
hard across constituencies,”
he said.

Responding to caste-based
speculations, he stated, “We
do not campaign based on
Lingayats, Muslims, or any
community. We are the Con-
gress party. Politics here is
based on policy, not caste.”

He expressed confidence in
Congress winning both con-
stituencies, pointing out that
rising prices are being miti-
gated locally through state
welfare schemes, while urg-
ing the central government to
ensure essential supplies
reach citizens.

Shivakumar’s remarks un-
derline Congress’s focus on
continuity of development,
welfare schemes, and inclu-
sive politics, as the party
seeks strong voter support in
the by-elections.

Massive king
cobra rescued in
Uttara Kannada

KARWAR

A huge king cobra, nearly 15
feet long, was rescued from a
garden in Yelavalli village of
Kumta taluk in Uttara Kanna-
da district.

The snake had swallowed
another smaller snake after a
fight and stayed in the garden
for about five days, creating
fear among locals and stop-
ping all work.

Reptile rescuer Pawan Naik
safely captured the cobra and
released it into a nearby forest
with help from the forest de-
partment.

This marked his 100th res-
cue in 16 years. Officials said
the timely action ensured
safety for both people and the
snake.

Jailer held for taking bribe from mmate
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KARWAR

A jailer of Haliya Sub Jail
was caught by the Lokayukta
for demanding a bribe from
an inmate to release govern-
ment funds meant for him.
The accused, Kallappa Gas-
ti, allegedly demanded Rs
60,000 from an inmate named
Raj Kumar, who had worked
in the jail and was eligible to
receive government money.
Reports say the inmate was
sanctioned Rs 1.34 lakh and
had already received Rs
45,000 in two installments.
The jailer demanded money
to release the remaining
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amount.

According to the complaint,
an advance of Rs 10,000 was
paid through PhonePe to a
third party, and the jailer in-
structed the complainant to
meet at different locations for
further payments.

Acting on the complaint, a
Lokayukta team led by DSP
Dhanya Naik and Inspector
Vinayak Billava conducted a
raid and took the accused into
custody.

Following the incident, the
jailer was immediately trans-
ferred to Belagavi Jail. Police
have begun further investiga-
tion into the case.

NU Hospital achieves rare
deceased kidney transplant

SHIVAMOGGA

NU Hospital has successfully
performed a rare kidney trans-
plant using an organ from a
deceased donor, marking a
significant medical achieve-
ment in the region. Senior ne-
phrologist Dr. Praveen Mal-
vade said such transplants are
complex and this success
makes the hospital a leading
center in Central Karnataka
and Malenadu.

The recipient, a 71-year-old
woman suffering from kidney
failure and heart-related com-
plications, had registered for a
donor organ. The kidney was
donated by a 65-year-old man
who suffered brain death fol-
lowing a road accident. His
family consented to organ do-
nation on March 1, enabling
the life-saving procedure. Doc-
tors highlighted that timing is
critical in such transplants.

Police teams from Shivamog-
ga, Mangaluru, and Udupi dis-
tricts created a zero-traffic cor-
ridor to ensure quick and safe
transport of the organ. Ambu-
lance driver Yatish Achar
played a key role in delivering
the kidney within a short time.
Dr. Pradeep M.G. empha-
sized the urgent need to pro-
mote awareness about organ
donation, noting that very few
people come forward for
multi-organ donation. He
urged society to support
life-saving initiatives by
pledging organ donation.
The hospital team, includ-
ing doctors and staff, was ap-
preciated for their coordinated
effort in completing the sur-
gery successfully. The
achievement highlights the
importance of medical exper-
tise, timely coordination, and
public awareness in saving
lives through organ donation.

MLA S. N. Channabasappa condemned Sulebai grave damage, urged
investigation, and demanded strict action against Sanket’s killers

MLA demands probe into
Shivamogga grave vandalism

SHIVAMOGGA

Tension rose in Shivamogga
after the grave of a murdered
boy, Sanket, was found dam-
aged, drawing sharp reactions
from local leaders and resi-

recent damage to his grave
has raised fresh concerns
about safety and law and or-
der in the area.

Speaking to reporters,
Channabasappa condemned
the incident and demanded a
thorough investigation. He

dents.
MLA S. N.
Channabasappa

visited the ceme-
tery in Sulebai and
inspected the site
along with San-
ket’s family. San-
ket, a youth from
Uragadur, was
killed on February 23 when
he reportedly went to settle a
dispute between friends. Po-
lice said seven minors were
involved in the murder and
are currently in custody. The

N

urged authorities to
identify those responsi-
ble and ensure strict ac-
tion under the law.

The MLA also called
for better security at
burial grounds, includ-
4 | ing installation of
CCTV cameras and
construction of protective
boundaries.

Sanket’s family expressed
distress, saying the incident
has deepened their grief and
fear. They appealed for quick

justice and protection. Chan-
nabasappa said he would raise
the issue with concerned offi-
cials and seek necessary sup-
port measures. Local leaders,
including BJP members, were
present during the visit.

Authorities have begun in-
quiries into the vandalism and
assured that efforts are under-
way to maintain peace and
prevent further incidents in
the district.

Officials stated that addi-
tional police patrols may be
deployed if required to reas-
sure residents and avoid ten-
sion. Community members
have also been urged to re-
main calm and cooperate with
the investigation process as
the case continues to develop
further in coming days.

Good Friday observed with special
prayers and devotion in Udupi

UDUPI

Churches in Udupi observed
Good Friday by offering spe-
cial prayers. The day began
with the Way of the Cross in
the morning, and was followed
by prayers in the afternoon.

For Christians, Good Friday
commemorates the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ at Calvary,
which took place thousands of
years ago. The Easter Triduum
started on Thursday and ends
with Easter celebrations.

In Udupi, Gerald Isaac
Lobo, Apostolic Administrator
of Udupi Diocese, participated
in the religious ceremony at
the Milagres Cathedral, Kalli-
anpur. Moser Ferdinand Gon-
salves, rector of the cathedral,
Fr Pradeep Cardoza assistant
parish priest Fr Reginald Pinto
Director SAMPADA, Fr Vin-
cent Machado of Pilar Fathers
were present.

In his Good Friday homily,
the bishop Gerald said Good
Friday is a holy day to medi-
tate on the significance of
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Christ's sacrifice, which
demonstrates his infinite love
for humankind. He reflected on
the mystery of the Cross and
the redeeming love of Christ.

The commemoration of the
Passion and Death of Jesus
Christ was observed with deep
devotion and reverence. The
liturgy included the Liturgy of
the Word, the Veneration of
the Holy Cross, and Holy
Communion, marking the sec-
ond day of the Sacred Paschal
Triduum.

Earlier in the day, Way of
the Cross services were con-
ducted across all parishes in
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the diocese of Udupi. Devo-
tees of all ages walked in
prayerful silence, meditating on
the Stations of the Cross, which
depict Jesus' final journey to
Calvary. In many parishes, the
stations were held outdoors,
fostering an atmosphere of re-
flection and devotion.

As part of the Church's tradi-
tion, the faithful across the di-
ocese observed the day with
fasting and abstinence, spend-
ing the evening in quiet prayer,
scripture reading, and adora-
tion, in preparation for the joy-
ous celebration of the Resur-
rection on Easter Sunday.

BULLOCK CART FIESTA

Fake gold scam rocks
Dandeli Credit Society

KARWAR

A major financial fraud has
surfaced at the Dandeli Coop-
erative Credit Society, where
fake gold was allegedly used
to embezzle nearly 6 crore.
Police have registered an FIR
following a complaint filed by
the society’s general manager
after suspicions persisted for
over a year.

Preliminary investigations
reveal that the fraud took
place between 2021 and 2024.
Officials suspect that branch
managers and staff members
were involved in creating a
network of fake accounts and
benami borrowers to sanction
loans against counterfeit gold.
Around 208 fake accounts are
believed to have been used in
the scam.

The accused include local
branch manager Mir Karim
Mir Ismail, Khali Muddin
Khan, cashier Manchali
Chudamani Netrekara, retired
staff member Mahmada Han-
if, and several others. Police
say the group allegedly con-
cealed fake gold and carried
out illegal transactions within
the institution.

Fraud from 2021-2024
involved branch
managers and staff
creating fake accounts
and benami borrowers
to sanction loans
against counterfeit
gold, with 208
accounts implicated

PSI Kiran Patil from the
Dandeli police crime branch
has taken charge of the inves-
tigation. Authorities are ex-
amining financial records and
transactions to uncover the
full extent of the fraud.

Local residents and custom-
ers have demanded a
high-level inquiry, suspecting
involvement of influential in-
dividuals. They have urged
officials to conduct a trans-
parent investigation to bring
all those responsible to jus-
tice.

Police officials stated that
further details are likely to
emerge as the probe contin-
ues, raising concerns about
trust and accountability in co-
operative financial institutions
in the region.

Moodbidri Community
Center opens for local
development

MOODBIDRI

The new Moodbidri Commu-
nity Center established by
Namma Nada Kotla (N.N.O.)
was inaugurated, marking a
step forward for local educa-
tion and community growth.

The center was formally
opened by Dr. Rizwan
Ahmed, President of N.N.O.’s
Central Committee. Speaking
at the event, he highlighted
that the center will serve as a
platform to support education,
employment, and overall de-
velopment for residents of
Moodbidri taluk.

The inauguration began
with a heartfelt Dua offered
by Khatib Sharif Darimi of
Badria Juma Masjid. Several
prominent N.N.O. trustees,
including Saqib Raza Khan,
Muhammad Hussain (Karka-
la), Abdul Hameed, and Mu-
hammad Isak, attended the
event, showing strong support
for the initiative.

Rafiq Master, District Sec-
retary of Dakshina Kannada,

shared details about the orga-
nization’s working methods
and its plans for the future.
He urged local residents to
actively participate in the cen-
ter’s programs.

Speaking about the center’s
goals, Sheikh Nuruddin, Pres-
ident of N.N.O. Moodbidri
Taluk Unit, explained that it
will focus on providing skill
development, guidance, and
opportunities for all commu-
nity members. He requested
cooperation from everyone to
make the project successful.

Other officials, including
Taluk Unit Secretary Abdul
Razak, Treasurer L.R. Rizwan
Ahmed, Executive Committee
members, and GCC Unit rep-
resentative Mubeen Ahmed,
were also present. The inau-
guration was warmly wel-
comed by the community,
with attendees appreciating
the effort to create a hub for
learning, growth, and social
support, reflecting the organi-
zation’s commitment to up-
lifting local residents.

Bullock cart races thrill farmers in Chikkamagaluru

CHIKKAMAGALURU

Farmers and spectators gath-

ered in large numbers for a
state-level pair bullock-cart
competition held for the first

time at Kuri Chikkanahalli
near the Chikkamagalu-
ru-Kadur highway. The event
brought together participants
from across Karnataka, turn-
ing the rural landscape into a
vibrant arena of tradition and
sport.

With agricultural work
completed for the season,
farmers used the opportunity
to celebrate alongside their
bullocks, which play a vital
role in farming. The competi-
tion featured energetic races
where pairs of bullocks pulled
carts at high speed, respond-

ing to their owners’ com-
mands. The thrilling scenes
kept the audience engaged
from start to finish.

A total of 52 pairs compet-
ed on the first day, with all
participants showcasing the
Hallikar breed, known for its
strength and agility. Farmers
from districts including Has-
san, Mandya, Mysuru, Tu-
makuru, Davangere, and Shi-
vamogga took part in the
event. Spectators cheered as
bullocks raced across the
track, raising dust and excite-
ment.

Organizer Pawan said the
two-day event aims to cele-
brate rural traditions and pro-
vide entertainment for farm-
ers. On the first day, prizes
included 280,000 for first
place, 360,000 for second,
40,000 for third, and
320,000 for fourth, along with
trophies.

The second day will feature
around 50 to 60 more pairs,
focusing on farm bullocks.
Organizers expect over 110
pairs to participate, making it
a grand celebration of culture
and agriculture.
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Hunsur taluk
prepares for upcoming
Census exercise

Hunsur
Hunsur taluk is preparing
for the upcoming census,
with training for enumera-
tors and supervisors
scheduled from April 3 to
11 at San Joseph School,
officials said. Tahsildar J.
Manjunath briefed jour-
nalists at the taluk office
about the plan. A total of
569 enumerators and 90
supervisors, trained by 10
field trainers from Mysuru,
will collect household
data starting April 16. The
2011 census recorded a
population of 2,82,963,
which is projected to
reach 3,30,388 by 2027.
Residents are urged to
provide accurate informa-
tion to ensure reliable
census data. Headman
Shripad also attended the
briefing.

Ayurvedic student dies
by suicidein
Chitradurga

Chitradurga
A 23-year-old Ayurvedic
medical student died by
suicide at her homein
Holalkere town, police
said. The deceased, Niki-
ta, had completed her fi-
nal year and was doing an
internship at a local
Ayurveda college hospi-
tal. According to sources,
she left a death note
mentioning mental dis-
tress and allegations in-
volving a professor, along
with naming a few individ-
vals. Based on the note,
police have registered a
case against some per-
sons, including the profes-
sor’s wife, and started an
investigation. Officials
said further inquiry is un-
derway to find the exact
reasons behind the tragic
incident and to take ap-
propriate legal action.
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'Health officials urge parents
to accept HPV vaccine

District Health Officer Krishna Nayak urged timely HPV vaccination for girls, assuring
safety and effectiveness in preventing cervical cancer, supported by 15 years of global data

CHITRADURGA

Health officials in D. Madakar-
ipura village stepped up efforts
to convince parents about the
importance of the HPV vac-
cine, which protects young
girls from cervical cancer.
District Health Education
Officer Krishna Nayak said
the vaccine is highly effective
and safe. He urged parents to
ensure their daughters receive
it on time to protect their fu-
ture health. The awareness
program was held by a dis-
trict-level IEC team along
with Health Department staff.
Officials explained that the
HPYV vaccine is not new and
has already been given to
more than 50 crore people

worldwide. Data collected
over the past 15 years con-
firms that the vaccine is safe
and helps prevent cervical
cancer effectively.
According to government
guidelines, girls aged between
14 and 15 years are eligible to
receive the vaccine free of

cost. Health workers encour-
aged parents to make use of
this facility without hesita-
tion.

Area Health Education Of-
ficer B. Janaki said the Hu-
man Papilloma Virus is com-
mon and spreads through in-
fections, mainly affecting

women. He added that this
virus is one of the main caus-
es of cervical cancer, but ear-
ly vaccination can prevent the
disease. To reach more fami-
lies, health staff visited homes
of those who had refused vac-
cination and created aware-
ness. They explained that pro-
tecting children’s health is the
primary responsibility of par-
ents. Senior officials, health
workers, ASHA staff, and
Anganwadi workers took part
in the campaign, helping
build trust among villagers.

Officials said such aware-
ness drives will continue to
ensure maximum vaccination
coverage and safeguard the
health of young girls in the
district.

Newlyweds die
in tragic
Chikkaballapura
road accident

CHIKKABALLAPURA

A tragic road accident near
Shettigere Cross on the Ben-
galuru—Hyderabad National
Highway claimed two lives
and left one person seriously
injured on Friday. The vic-
tims, Rakshita Reddy (23)
and Pawan Reddy (30), died
when their car crashed into a
container lorry ahead. Rakshi-
ta’s husband, Rajasekhar Red-
dy, who married her just five
months ago, suffered severe
injuries and was shifted to a
Bengaluru hospital. The cou-
ple, along with their friend,
was traveling to a village
when the accident occurred.
Police said the car was badly
damaged due to the impact
and have registered a case.

Dr. Guruling Kapase Literary
Award Presented to Veena
Shanteshwar, Channabasavanna
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DHARWAD

The Dr. Guruling Kapase Lit-
erary Award ceremony was
held at the R.H. Deshpande
Hall of Karnataka Vidyavard-
haka Sangha in Dharwad,
honouring senior writer Dr.
Veena Shanteshwar and Lohia
Publications publisher C.
Channabasavanna for their
contribution to literature and
social thought. The award,
which carries a cash prize of
25,000 and a memento, was
presented amid a gathering of
writers, social activists and
family members of the late
Dr. Guruling Kapase. A stu-
dent award of 5,000 was also
presented to M.A. student
Rajeshwari Hulmani to en-
courage academic excellence.

Delivering the award, BL
Patil, president of the Deva-
dasi Rehabilitation Organisa-
tion, Athani, described Dr.
Kapase as a saintly personal-
ity whose life continues to
inspire generations. He said
Kapase’s journey from a pri-

mary school teacher to a uni-
versity professor reflected
dedication and achievement
in education.

Social activist Dr. Siddana-
gowda Patil praised both
awardees for their contribu-
tion to society, noting that Dr.
Veena’s writings raised
awareness on women’s issues,
while Channabasavanna pro-
moted meaningful literature
through publishing initiatives.

Speaking after receiving the
honour, Dr. Veena Shantesh-
war highlighted Kapase’s in-
tellectual openness and his
lifelong message of peace and
linguistic harmony. Chan-
nabasavanna said his mission
has been to spread Lohia ide-
ology among youth and con-
tribute to literary service, an-
nouncing part of his award
money for student support.

The programme was attend-
ed by Kapase’s family mem-
bers, including children and
grandchildren, with one
daughter joining virtually
from the United States.

CHIKKABALLAPURA

due to cooking gas shortages,

Farmers await compensation
amid STRR Project delay

BENGALURU

Dr. C. N. Manjunath, Member
of Parliament from Bangalore
Rural, met Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah in New Delhi
today to request urgent inter-
vention for releasing pending
land acquisition compensation
linked to the Bangalore Satel-
lite Town Ring Road (STRR)
project. Dr. Manjunath high-
lighted that while land acqui-
sition for the STRR project in
Magadi, Ramanagara,
Kanakapura, Harohalli, and
Anekal regions has been com-
pleted, farmers have not yet
received full compensation.
This delay has caused finan-
cial difficulties for landown-
ers and growing dissatisfac-
tion among local residents.
He added that the matter
has already been raised with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Road Trans-
port Minister Nitin Gadkari,
and discussions have also in-
volved former Prime Minister
H. D. Deve Gowda. All proj-
ect-related approvals and

clearances have been ob-
tained, and the proposal is
now awaiting final Union
Cabinet approval.

During the meeting, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah as-
sured Dr. Manjunath that the
issue would be examined with
the concerned departments
and necessary action would
be taken promptly.

Dr. Manjunath emphasized
the importance of the STRR
project for the development of
Bangalore Rural and stated
that timely release of compen-
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sation would restore confi-
dence among the affected
farmers. He urged the Central
Government to expedite the
process so that farmers re-
ceive their dues without fur-
ther delay.

The MP expressed hope
that with intervention from
the Union Home Ministry,
compensation payments
would be disbursed soon,
helping farmers recover from
financial strain and support-
ing smoother progress of the
STRR project.

PES Mandya students secure global
placements in top firms

MANDYA

PES Engineering College,
Mandya, has marked a major
milestone in the 2025-26 aca-
demic year, with four students
securing placements in reputed
international companies, rein-
forcing the institution’s focus
on global career opportunities.

Founded by the late K.V.
Shankaragowda, the college
has steadily strengthened its
academic and training frame-
works to prepare students for
overseas employment. Author-
ities said the latest achieve-
ments reflect a strong blend of
technical education and global
exposure.

Under the leadership of
President K.S. Vijay Anand,
the institution has expanded
international collaborations,
enabling students to access
job opportunities abroad. The
Training and Placement De-
partment, along with Princi-
pal Dr. N.L. Murali Krishna,
Vice Principal Dr. Vinay S.,
and Placement Officer Deep-
thi K.P., played a key role in
facilitating the recruitment
process.

Japan-based Zenken Corpo-
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ration supported the initiative
by connecting students with
companies in Japan, while also
providing language training,
cultural orientation, career
guidance, and visa assistance.

Among the 2026 placements,
Hitashree L (CSE) joined Spike
Studio, Sandeep Kumar (ME)
was placed at Star Seiki Co.
Ltd., Tripti G (Civil) at Taguchi
Pattern Works Co. Ltd., and
Sohana M.V. (ECE) at Daido
Steel Co. Ltd.

The college has maintained a

consistent record, with students
placed in Oman and Japan in
previous academic years.

Congratulating the students,
Vijay Anand said, “Their suc-
cess reflects sustained effort
and strong institutional support.
We are confident they will ex-
cel in their global careers.”

The college noted that such
achievements highlight its em-
phasis on technical excellence,
language skills, and cultural
adaptability for international
success.
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are now priced at Rs 30-40

Vegetable prices plunge in Chlkkaballapura market

Vegetable prices have fallen
sharply in the Chikkaballapu-
ra APMC market, leaving
farmers worried about losses.
The drop comes amid indirect
effects of the Iran-Israel war,
which has disrupted normal
supply and demand.

Traders report that hotels
and eateries remain closed

reducing demand for fresh
vegetables. As a result, fewer
buyers are coming to the mar-
ket, forcing prices down.
Currently, tomatoes are sell-
ing for Rs 10-12 per kilogram,
carrots for Rs 8-10, cucum-
bers at Rs 200250 per bundle,
radishes for Rs 5-6, and nava-
kolu for Rs 5-6. Beans, which
sold for Rs 100-120 last year,

per kilogram.

Farmers say the sharp de-
cline is hurting their incomes,
especially during summer
when demand is usually high-
er. Market officials and grow-
ers are urging authorities to
find solutions to stabilize veg-
etable prices and support local
farmers amid ongoing supply
disruptions.

O ibcworldnews.com

Civic issues in
Chikkaballapura
spark fresh appeal

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Kannada Sena has urged
the District Collector to ad-
dress long-pending civic
problems in Chikkaballapura
city and improve basic facili-
ties for residents.

In a letter submitted to the
administration, the organiza-
tion said that even after 18
years of being a district head-
quarters, several key issues
remain unresolved. Though
officials and public representa-
tives have held meetings and
inspections, only partial prog-
ress has been made so far.

One major concern raised
was the encroachment of roy-
al canals across the city. Due
to blocked water flow, rain-
water often enters residential
areas, causing inconvenience
to people. The group request-
ed immediate clearance of
encroachments before the
monsoon season.

Another issue highlighted
was the delay in widening Ba-
zaar Road and Gangammana
Gudi Road. Heavy traffic
during morning hours, espe-
cially affecting students and
daily commuters, has become
a serious problem. The Sena
demanded urgent road expan-
sion to ensure smooth move-
ment.

The condition of ancient
Kalyanis in the city was also
raised. Although they were

Concerns included
royal canal
encroachments
causing floods,
delayed widening of
Bazaar and
Gangammana Gudi
roads affecting
commuters, and
deteriorating Kalyanis
needing urgent
restoration before
monsoon

cleaned earlier, lack of main-
tenance has led to their dete-
rioration. The group appealed
for restoration work to pre-
serve these heritage water
bodies.

Additionally, the road be-
low Kandavarakere, connect-
ing Ward No. 14 and nearby
areas, is in poor condition.
Residents face difficulties, es-
pecially ambulances and daily
travelers. The Sena requested
immediate repairs to ensure
better connectivity.

District President V. Ravi-
kumar, Vice President Shra-
van Kumar, City President P.
Vijayakumar, and other mem-
bers were present during the
submission.

Officials are expected to re-
view the demands and take
necessary steps to resolve the
issues at the earliest.

Little graduates shine at
Srinivaspur School

SRINIVASPUR

The Maulana Azad Model
School in Srinivaspur cele-
brated the LKG Graduation
Day with joy and excitement,
marking the completion of the
academic year for its young-
est students. The school, run
under the Department of Mi-
nority Welfare, emphasized
the importance of primary
education as the foundation
for a child’s future learning.

Speakers highlighted that
discipline, values, and basic
knowledge acquired at this
stage play a key role in shap-
ing a child’s personality. They
also noted that events like
these boost children’s confi-
dence and encourage them to
express themselves on public
platforms.

During the celebration,
LKG students wore gradua-
tion gowns and caps as they
proudly walked onto the stage
to receive certificates. The
moment brought immense

happiness to their parents,
who cheered and applauded
the young achievers.

Teachers reiterated the
school’s commitment to holis-
tic development, focusing not
just on academics but also on
value-based learning. They
praised the efforts of parents
and students, stating that the
success of the children is the
result of a combined effort.

Parents expressed their sat-
isfaction, appreciating the
dedication of the teaching
staff. They noted that such
events motivate children and
enhance their interest in learn-
ing.

The graduation program
concluded in a cheerful and
celebratory atmosphere, with
everyone acknowledging the
importance of nurturing
young minds and encouraging
their early achievements. The
school plans to continue sim-
ilar initiatives to foster
growth, confidence, and en-
thusiasm among its students.

Sri Ranga Naika M.G. S/o  Guru, and
Vijay Nayaka M.G. S/o Guru, resident
of: Tatavalu Road, Kalya Gate, Magadi
Town, Bangalore South District, in
respect of the plot of land No. 1621-55B,
Vidyanagar, Municipality Area, Magadi
Town, Bangalore South District, K.N.
Jayashankar son of Nagarajaiah, resident
of: Kalya Village, Kasaba, Hobli, Magadi
Taluk, has registered Rectification deed
on our behalf, the Rectification deed
number of which is MGD-1- 04673/14-
15. Khaneshunari No. 245/14/47/71,
The Rectification deed was lost on the
way to Magadi Bus Stand on 24-03-
2026.If found, please contact the above
address or mobile number immediately:
9980877890 or contact Advocate:
Lakshmi Prasad, Advocate, Magadi,
Mobile No. 9743828060.

DocumentLost [l NAME CHANG

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

|, SHAKEEBA TABASSUM,
W/o MOHAMMED NOWSHEER
AHMED SHARIFF, resident of
No: 4, 1st Cross, Kanakanagar,
R T Nagar Post Bangalore
-560032. Have changed
my name to SHAKEEBA
NOWSHEER, vide affidavit
dated: 03.03.2026, before
Notary C SHARADA,
Bengaluru.

\ ! T
 NAME CHANG
|, HAFSAH FATHIMA
FAQRUDDIN, D/o FAQRUDDIN
ALI AHMED, resident of Door
no 2387, 7th Cross, Haneefa
Masjid Main Road, Kushal
Nagar, Kadugondanahalli, AC
Post, Bangalore — 560045. Have
changed my name to HAFSAH
FATHIMA, vide affidavit dated:
02.03.2026, before Notary C
SHARADA, Bengaluru.
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Two arrested;
28.46 gm of smack
recovered

NEW DELHI
In a significant crack-
down on narcotics, the
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Seer Welcomes Proposal to Relocate

Meat Shops Ahead of Ardh Kumbh

A prominent religious leader has expressed support for the proposed relocation of raw meat shops
from Haridwar’s urban areas to its outskirts ahead of the 2027 Ardh Kumbh

HARIDWAR

Acharya Ayodhya Prasad
Shastri has welcomed the ad-
ministration’s plan to shift all
raw meat shops operating

lions of devotees during the
Kumbh period. According to
him, the presence of meat
shops in such a sacred setting
could disrupt the spiritual dis-
cipline observed by ascetics

meditation and religious ob-
servances. He described the
initiative as necessary for pre-
serving inner peace and en-
suring the proper adherence

Central District Police
of Delhi have arrested
two drug peddlers, in-
cluding a narcotics sup-
plier, and recovered a
total of 28.46 grams of
smack along with cash
and a weighing ma-
chine, officials said on
Friday. The operation
was carried out by the
team of Sidhipura Po-
lice Post under DBG
Road Police Station,

within the city limits to Sarai
village, located on the out-
skirts of Haridwar. He stated
that such a move would help
maintain a spiritually condu-
cive environment for saints,
pilgrims, and devotees ex-
pected to gather in large num-
bers for the Ardh Kumbh in
2027.

The seer pointed out that
Haridwar is one of the holiest
cities in India and hosts mil-

that such efforts would
prove beneficial for both
devotees and the over-
all sanctity of the
event.

Authorities have in-
tensified preparations
for the Ardh Kum-

and practitioners engaged in
rituals, meditation, and vows.
He noted that saints arriving
for the event often follow
strict religious practices, and
encountering anything consid-
ered inappropriate may lead
to discomfort or a perceived
loss of spiritual purity.

He further stressed that

<

expected to

maintaining a peaceful and draw mil-
pure atmosphere is essential  lions from
for those undertaking deep  across In-
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following sustained sur-
veillance and question-
ing. According to the
police, the case dates
back to March 31, when
constables Vishal and
Shishram were on rou-
tine patrolling duty near
Loco Railway Colony in
the Kishanganj area.

Manipur doctor saves passenger
during mid-air emergency
IMPHAL

GUWAHATI

Addressing a large gathering in
Dudhnoi, Amit Shah asserted
that voters in Assam have re-
solved to support the National
Democratic Alliance once again
to safeguard the state’s culture,
identity, and future. He accused
the Indian National Congress of
exploiting the deaths of As-
samese youth for political gains
and fostering instability in the
region for decades.

Govt pushes induction

Dr Loni Lirina, a critical care specialist at the Amer-

heaters toreduce ican Oncology Institute, Babina Specialty Hospital in
(ooking gasuse Imphal, stepped in when a 21-year-old woman on-
board an Air India flight began experiencing acute

NEW DELHI breathing difficulties mid-air. The incident occurred

Top government officials
including the Secretary,
Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade, the Power

Secretary, and the Direc-

tor General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) held a
meeting on Friday to dis-
Cuss ways to increase
the domestic production
of induction heaters and
cooking utensils to bring
down the use of cooking
gas consumption amid
supply chain disruptions
due to the Iran war, ac-
cording to official sourc-

seeking medical assistance. Res

young woman had a history of

ical, with a heart rate exceeding

during the flight from Tokyo to New Delhi, prompt-
ing the cabin crew to make an urgent announcement

Dr Lirina assessed the passenger’s condition and
identified severe respiratory distress. She quickly ini-
tiated emergency care, recommending oxygen sup-
port, nebulisation, and the administration of essential
medications. Her swift and precise intervention
proved crucial, as the passenger’s condition began to
stabilise within 30 minutes, averting the need for an
emergency landing. According to Dr Lirina, the

had not been on medication for several years. At the
time of examination, the patient’s condition was crit-

low blood pressure, and oxygen saturation levels at
just 80 percent on room air. Following timely medical
intervention, her vitals improved significantly, and

In contrast, Shah said the BJP-
led government has focused on
restoring peace by signing mul-
tiple accords and bringing nearly
10,000 youth into the main-
stream after persuading them to
give up arms.

He also took a strong stance
on illegal infiltration, alleging
that previous governments had
allowed Assam to become a hub
for infiltrators. He assured the
crowd that decisive action would
be taken if the NDA is given an-
other term in power.

Highlighting welfare initia-
tives, Shah promised the estab-
lishment of large dairy units in
every district of the state and

ponding immediately,

childhood asthma but

to spiritual discipline, adding

bh, which is 487

dia and abroad. Existing mu-
nicipal bylaws already pro-
hibit the sale and consump-
tion of meat, liquor, and eggs
within a five-kilometre radius
of Har Ki Pauri, one of
the most revered ghats
in the city. In line
with these norms, of-
ficials have pro-
posed relocating all
meat shops to Sa-
rai village to

) avoid any dis-
i ruption to
} religious
senti-

ments.

Meanwhile, Anand Vardhan
recently reviewed ongoing
preparations during a visit to
Haridwar. He conducted on-
site inspections of infrastruc-
ture projects and directed of-
ficials to complete all works
within stipulated timelines
while maintaining high quali-
ty standards.

The administration has reit-
erated its commitment to en-
suring smooth and efficient
arrangements for the grand
religious congregation, which
transforms Haridwar into a
major spiritual hub every six
years.

support for tribal households
through livestock distribution.
He emphasised that these were
not mere electoral promises but
commitments that would be ful-
filled under his role as Cooper-
ation Minister.

The Union Minister also cred-
ited Narendra Modi for promot-
ing tribal culture on the global
stage, contrasting it with what
he described as the Congress
party’s neglect of indigenous
communities.

Referring to the election of
Droupadi Murmu, he said it re-
flected the NDA’s dedication to
tribal empowerment.

Recalling his association with
the Assam movement in the ear-
ly 1990s, Shah criticised the
then Congress government, al-
leging it had turned the state
into a conflict zone.

He further highlighted the BJP
government’s efforts in educa-
tion, including the introduction
of primary education in six
tribal languages and the
recognition of Assamese
as a classical language.

He accused the Con-
gress of spreading mis-

Amit Shah Confident of NDA Return in
Assam, Targets Congress at Dudhnoi Rally

information to create fear among
indigenous groups. He also out-
lined cultural initiatives under-
taken by the NDA government,
including honouring Assamese
icons, building memorials for
Assam Agitation martyrs, and
securing UNESCO heritage sta-
tus for Charaideo Maidam. Urg-
ing voters to support the BJP-led
alliance under Prime Minister
Modi and Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, Shah said
the NDA represents peace, de-
velopment, and protection of
Assam’s unique identity.
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CIDENY
Cyclist Killed,
Motorcyclist
Critically Injured
in Highway Crash

RAIPUR

A tragic road accident on Na-

tional Highway-30 in Chhat-
tisgarh claimed the life of a
cyclist and left a motorcyclist
critically injured early Friday
morning, once again raising
concerns over reckless driv-
ing by heavy vehicles on na-
tional highways.

The accident occurred
around 4 a.m. between
Chichadi and Manjhi Athgaon
under the jurisdiction of Far-
sagaon Police Station in
Kondagaon district. Accord-
ing to police officials, a
speeding truck first collided
with a motorcyclist before
crashing into two cyclists rid-
ing along National Highway
30

The impact of the collision
was extremely severe, leading
to the immediate death of one
cyclist at the scene.

The motorcyclist, who was
also caught in the chain of
crashes, sustained serious in-
juries and was rushed to the
district hospital in Kondaga-
on.

Police sources confirmed
that his condition remains
critical. The second cyclist’s
condition has not been clearly
detailed, and authorities are
continuing to assess the situ-
ation.

Officials stated that both
the deceased cyclist and the
injured motorcyclist have not
yet been identified. Police
teams quickly reached the ac-
cident site and began prelim-
inary investigations. The
truck driver, however, report-
edly fled the scene immedi-
ately after the incident,
prompting a manhunt by au-
thorities.

A case has been registered
against the unidentified driver
under relevant provisions of
the Indian Penal Code and the
Motor Vehicles Act.

160 beats per minute,

RUHS to Be Upgraded into RIMS in Jaipur, Chief Secretary Reviews Progress

es. Demand for induc-
tion heaters and other
electrical products has
increased significantly
since the West Asia cri-
sis began. If the war
continues for several
months, India must be
prepared to deal with
potential challenges, a
senior official said.

she was brought out of immedi

ate danger. The flight

later landed safely in New Delhi, where the passenger
was reported to be in stable condition. The incident
has drawn widespread appreciation for Dr Lirina’s

professionalism and composure
nam Khemchand Singh lauded
ing efforts, calling it a testam

under pressure. Yum-
the doctor’s life-sav-
ent to both skill and

compassion. He praised her swift response, clinical
excellence, and dedication to the medical profession,
noting that such acts bring pride to the state and serve

as an inspiration to others.
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JAIPUR

In a major step towards
strengthening healthcare infra-
structure in Rajasthan, the state
government is transforming
Rajasthan University of Health
Sciences (RUHS) Hospital into
the Rajasthan Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (RIMS), modeled
on AIIMS, with officials di-
rected to expedite the project’s
completion.

Aligned with the vision of
Bhajan Lal Sharma, the ambi-
tious project aims to convert
Rajasthan University of Health
Sciences Hospital into a world-
class medical institute compa-
rable to the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences. The ini-
tiative is expected to signifi-

cantly enhance healthcare de-
livery, research capabilities,
and patient services across the
state.

During a visit to the RUHS
campus in Jaipur, V. Srinivas
held detailed discussions with
senior officials from the De-
partment of Medical Education
and medical experts from lead-
ing national institutions. Act-
ing on the state budget an-
nouncement, he instructed of-
ficials to accelerate the pace of
work and ensure the early es-
tablishment of RIMS.

The Chief Secretary empha-
sized that the upgraded insti-
tute would play a crucial role
in reducing the burden on
Sawai Man Singh Hospital,
which currently handles a

heavy patient load. He de-
scribed the transformation as a
key step in strengthening Ra-
jasthan’s healthcare system
while promoting medical re-
search, innovation, and ad-
vanced treatment facilities.

He directed officials to re-
move all bottlenecks delaying

the project and to expedite nec-
essary approvals.

Stressing a mission-mode
approach, he called for phased
development of infrastructure,
timely procurement of modern
medical equipment, and expan-
sion of specialist healthcare
services.
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NEW DELHI

In a major push to strengthen
port-led infrastructure and logis-
tics efficiency, the government
on Friday approved the con-
struction of a Road Over Bridge
(ROB) at Deendayal Port in Gu-

s, Sagar Road,

ataka.gov.in
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Sd/- Director
Shivamogga Institute of Medical Sciences, Shivamogga

jarat at an estimated cost of
%132.51 crore.

The project was approved by
Sarbananda Sonowal, who high-
lighted its importance in enhanc-
ing seamless connectivity and
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Government Approves Z132.51 Crore Road
Over Brldge at Deendayal Port
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e, reducing congestion at one of

India’s key ports. The ROB will
be constructed at Deendayal
Port and is expected to signifi-
cantly improve cargo movement
and operational efficiency.
Describing the project as a vi-
tal step in India’s infrastructure
development, Sonowal said it
reflects the government’s com-
mitment to building modern and
efficient transport systems under

T2 BFnenR wpTews

03.12.2019
EREOZ HOTWY  TIo

the leadership of Narendra
Modi. He noted that the bridge
would help eliminate critical
bottlenecks, streamline logistics,
and enhance overall trade facili-
tation. The project is aligned
with flagship national initiatives
such as the Sagarmala Pro-
gramme and the PM Gati Shakti,
both of which aim to create inte-
grated and multi-modal infra-

structure networks across the
country. These initiatives focus
on improving connectivity, en-
suring safety, and supporting
economic growth by reducing
logistics costs and transit times.

Construction of the ROB is
being undertaken by Western
Railway on a deposit basis. The
proposal was recently reviewed
and appraised by the Delegated

Investment Board during a
meeting chaired by the Secretary
of the Ministry of Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways. Officials
examined the revised project
cost to ensure compliance with
updated safety norms and tech-
nical standards.

The planned Road Over
Bridge is expected to address
long-standing logistical chal-
lenges at the port, particularly
those related to congestion and
delays in cargo handling. Once
completed, the infrastructure up-
grade will facilitate smoother
movement of goods, improve
turnaround time, and boost the
port’s overall efficiency.

The initiative marks another
step towards developing world-
class port infrastructure in India,
reinforcing the country’s ambi-
tion to emerge as a global mari-
time hub while supporting trade
and economic expansion.
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Odisha Police arrest 2
excise department staff
inRs 3.67 cr fraud case

BHUBANESWAR
The Sambalpur police in
Odisha have arrested two
employees of the Excise
Department, including a
retired Excise Assistant
Sub-Inspector (ASI), in
connection with a case
involving large-scale em-
bezzlement of govern-
ment funds worth over Rs
3.67 crore between 2022
and 2025, said Mukesh
Kumar Bhamoo, Superin-
tendent of Police, Sam-
balpur district, on Friday.
The accused persons ar-
rested in the fraud case
have been identified as
Sandeep Kumar Pattnaik,
a junior assistant (cur-
rently under suspension),
and Sarat Chandra Be-
hera, a retired Excise ASI.

Rajasthan Police warn
against phone lending
cyber fraud

JAIPUR
A simple act of kindness,
lending your mobile
phone to a stranger for an
urgent call, could now
lead to a serious cyber
fraud, Rajasthan police
have warned. Acting on
the directions of Director
General of Police (DGP)
Rajiv Kumar Sharma, the
Cyber Crime Branch of
the Rajasthan Police has
issued a public advisory,
warning citizens about
emerging tactics used by
cybercriminals to exploit
unsuspecting individuals.
DIG (Cyber Crime) Shant-
anu Kumar Singh ex-
plained that at bus
stands, railway stations,
parks, and tourist loca-
tions, fraudsters ap-
proach people claiming to
need a phone for an ur-
gent call.

BJPfields 27
candidates in key
constituencies

CHENNAI
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) on Friday un-
veiled its list of candi-
dates for the upcoming
Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly elections, nam-
ing nominees for 27 con-
stituencies as part of the
AIADMK-led National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA). The announce-
ment, made by the party’s
national leadership, sig-
nals a calibrated strategy
by the BJP to strengthen
its presence in the state
by fielding prominent
leaders in electorally sig-
nificant constituencies.
Among the names, for-
mer Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
has been nominated from
the prestigious Mylapore
constituency in Chennai.

‘State under narco-
militancy’, ‘AAP
responsible for spike

NEW DELHI
The Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), on Friday, expressed
concern about the current
law and order situationin
Punjab, saying that the
state is again under nar-
co-militancy. Additionally,
the BJP held the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP)-led state
government responsible for
increased terrorism in the
state. The reactions come
days after a low-intensity
explosion was reported
outside the BJP’s office at
Sector-37in Chandigarh.
Congress MP Manish Tew-
ari said, The situation in
Punjab is becoming in-
creasingly sensitive. The
state is under the grip of
narco-militancy again, and
its impact is now being felt
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Magisterial Probe Ordered into Ganderbal

Encounter Amid Civilian Death Allegations

Amid serious allegations by the family of the deceased that an encounter victim in J&K’s Ganderbal district was an
innocent civilian, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has ordered a time-bound magisterial probe into the incident

SRINAGAR

Manoj Sinha on Friday di-
rected authorities to conduct
a detailed inquiry into the
encounter that took place on
March 31 in Arhama village
of Ganderbal district. The
order, issued by the Home
Department, mandates the
District Magistrate to com-
plete the probe within seven
days and submit a report.
The incident occurred
during a search and cordon
operation carried out jointly
by the army, Jammu and

Kashmir Police, and other
security forces. Officials had
initially claimed that a ter-
rorist was killed in the oper-
ation. However, the family

of the deceased, identified as
Raashid Ahmad Mughal, has
strongly contested this ver-
sion, asserting that he was
an innocent civilian with no
links to militancy.

According to official com-
munication, the magisterial
inquiry will examine all as-
pects of the encounter and
ascertain the exact circum-
stances that led to Mughal’s
death. Authorities have em-
phasized that the probe will
be thorough and impartial,
aimed at ensuring account-
ability and justice.

The issue has also drawn
reactions from political lead-
ers. Omar Abdullah stated
that the family’s claims
should not be dismissed out-
right and called for a trans-
parent and time-bound in-
vestigation. He stressed that
any delay or lack of clarity
in the probe could under-
mine public trust and credi-
bility.

Similarly, Mehbooba Muf-
ti expressed concern over
the allegations and demand-
ed an independent inquiry
into the incident. She high-

lighted the need for a fair
investigation to establish the
truth and address the con-
cerns raised by the victim’s
family.

The administration has re-
iterated its commitment to
ensuring a credible investi-
gation, with officials stating
that the findings of the probe
will be made available after
completion. The case has
sparked renewed debate over
encounter operations and the
importance of transparency
and accountability in con-
flict-affected regions.

Om Birla Participates in Census 2027
Self-Enumeration, Urges Citizens to Join

NEW DELHI

Om Birla completed his
self-enumeration at his resi-
dence in New Delhi and de-
scribed the exercise as the
beginning of a new era in data
collection and governance.
Sharing his experience, he
highlighted that for the first
time, the census process is be-
ing conducted digitally, en-
abling citizens to inde-
pendently record their house-
hold details in a secure, accu-
rate, and user-friendly man-
ner.

He urged people to take
part in the process, not only
by submitting their own de-
tails but also by motivating
others to do the same. Empha-
sising the importance of the
initiative, Birla said that pub-
lic participation would con-
tribute significantly to build-
ing a strong and prosperous
nation, in line with the motto
Census for Public Welfare.

The self-enumeration pro-
cess is part of Census 2027,
which marks a major shift
from the traditional pa-
per-based system followed for
over 150 years. Citizens can
complete their registration on-
line through the official por-
tal, with the timeline for par-
ticipation varying across dif-
ferent states and Union Terri-

Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Friday
took partin the
self-enumeration
process for Census
2027, encouraging
citizens across the
country to actively
participate in
India’s first fully
digital census
initiative.

tories. Earlier, Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah also complet-
ed their self-enumeration, set-
ting an example for citizens.
On Friday, Rajnath Singh
joined the process and urged
people to actively participate,
stating that the initiative
would help lay the foundation

-

for a developed India.

The Census 2027 exercise
is being conducted in two
phases under the Census Act
1948. The first phase, known
as the House Listing and
Housing Census, focuses on
collecting detailed informa-
tion about housing conditions,
household amenities, and as-
sets. During this phase, citi-
zens are required to respond
to 33 notified questions.

Officials have emphasised
that the digital approach will
enhance efficiency, improve
data accuracy, and streamline
the overall process. The tran-
sition to a fully digital census
is expected to play a crucial
role in policy planning, gov-
ernance, and welfare
schemes, making it one of the
most significant administra-
tive exercises in the country’s
history.

Telangana aims to become textile
capital of South Asia: CM Revanth

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy said on Friday
that his government aims to
transform the state into the
textile capital of South Asia
by 2047.

Revanth Reddy assured the
investors in the textile sector
that the government will pro-
vide them with infrastructure,
land, power, water, and incen-
tives, along with expedited
approvals.

Addressing the Asian Tex-
tile Conference 2026 here, he
said that his goal is to ensure
that garments made in Telan-
gana are worn in every coun-
try across the globe.

He claimed that Telanga-
na’s policies are on par with
global standards. Our greatest
strength lies in our exception-
al human resources. If you
have the vision, we are the
ideal partners for you. Togeth-
er, let us build a complete tex-

tiles ecosystem capable of
transforming the world, he
said. He noted that Telangana
was collaborating across a
wide spectrum, from the cot-
ton fields of Telangana to the
fashion runways of London,
New York, Paris, Milan, To-
kyo, and Dubai.

The Chief Minister said that
Hyderabad is emerging as a
hub for film production not
just for India, but for the en-
tire world and pointed out that
Netflix recently launched its
Eyeline Studios here.

Tollywood and Bollywood
already utilise Hyderabad as
their base and now, Holly-
wood has joined their ranks.
We will encourage the film
industry to source its fashion
requirements directly from
Telangana, he said.

Stating that environmental
protection is the government’s
utmost priority, he said green
textile hubs will be developed
in the state.
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Rejects Bail for
Foreign Heroin
Accused

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has dis-
missed the bail application of
a foreign national accused of
possessing over 500 grams of
heroin, holding that the
rigours of Section 37 of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act
were attracted in the case.

The accused, Chibuzor, was
arrested in connection with
FIR No. 578/2022 registered
at Vikaspuri police station un-
der Section 21 of the NDPS
Act and Section 14 of the For-
eigners Act.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Girish Kathpalia noted
that the quantity of heroin al-
legedly recovered from the
accused was more than dou-
ble the commercial quantity,
thereby attracting the strin-
gent conditions for the grant
of bail under Section 37 of the
NDPS Act.

According to the prosecu-
tion, acting on secret informa-
tion, the police laid a trap and
apprehended the accused, re-
covering the contraband from
a bag carried by him after
completing procedural for-
malities.

In support of the bail plea,
counsel for the accused raised
multiple contentions, includ-
ing that the grounds of arrest
were not verbally communi-
cated to the accused, there
were contradictions in the tes-
timonies of prosecution wit-
nesses, and the chain of cus-
tody of the seized contraband
was doubtful.

It was also argued that the
Head Constable who received
the secret information was not
competent to conduct the raid.

Opposing the bail plea, the
prosecution argued that the
recovery was effected follow-
ing due procedure after a trap
was laid on the basis of secret
information, and the contra-
band was recovered from a
bag carried by the accused.

Maharashtra By-Elections Heat Up as
Congress Eyes Baramati and Rahuri Seats

MUMBAI

The by-elections were ne-
cessitated by two tragic de-

velopments—the death of

BJP MLA Shivajirao Kar-
dile in Rahuri and the un-
timely demise of Ajit Pawar
in a plane crash on January
28 in Baramati. Polling for
both constituencies is sched-
uled for April 23, with
counting set to take place on
May 4.

The Indian National Con-
gress has begun preparations
in full swing, with Maha-
rashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee president Harsh-
vardhan Sapkal confirming
that candidate selection is
already underway. He stated
that six applications have
been received for the Bara-
mati seat, while four candi-

dates have applied for Rahu-
ri. Interviews have been
conducted, and the final
decision will be taken after
consultations with allies in
the Maha Vikas Aghadi.
Meanwhile, the National-
ist Congress Party has an-
nounced that Sunetra Pawar
will file her nomination for
the Baramati seat on April 6,
with the party planning a
major show of strength.

Reacting to Congress’ de-
cision, Sanjay Raut stressed
the importance of consensus
within the MVA alliance. He
referred to a sense of family
duty associated with Bara-
mati, indicating that Sharad
Pawar’s faction might re-
frain from contesting the
seat out of respect for the
late Ajit Pawar. However, he
added that if other parties
choose to contest, the alli-
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ance should collectively de-
cide its strategy.

On the Rahuri seat, Raut
noted that Prajakt Tanpure
had previously performed
strongly and could be a po-
tential candidate again. He
also took a subtle dig at
Congress, suggesting that
the party often contests
widely without fully assess-
ing its ground strength.

Tanpure has expressed in-
terest in contesting on be-
half of the NCP (SP) with
MVA backing, though a fi-
nal decision is yet to be
made. As political negotia-
tions continue among alli-
ance partners, the upcoming
by-elections are shaping up
to be a crucial test of
strength and coordination
within Maharashtra’s oppo-
sition bloc.

Ujjain to become ‘Time
Capital’& Science City; MP CM

UJJAIN

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Yadav, on Friday,
announced ambitious plans to
develop Ujjain as the global
Time Capital and a modern
Science City, while promoting
nearby Dongla village as a key
centre for astronomical time
calculation.

Addressing the International
Conference Mahakal: The
Master of Time, Chief Minister
Yadav said that Ujjain is not
just a city of spirituality and
religion but also a historic cen-
tre of science. He inaugurated
anew science facility in Ujjain
developed at a cost of Rs 15.5
crore with support from the
Union government.

Ujjain will be developed as
the '"Time Capital' of the world.
We are also setting up a Sci-
ence City here with an invest-
ment of Rs 15 crore, Chief
Minister Yadav said. He high-

lighted the unique astronomi-
cal significance of the region.
Scholars tell us that in ancient
times, the point where the sun's
shadow can be distinctly ob-
served was in Ujjain. Today,
that alignment has shifted
about 32 km to Dongla village.
This entire cycle spans nearly
27,500 years. The dynamics of
this movement are truly ex-
traordinary, he added. The
Chief Minister noted that he
had earlier upgraded the plan-
etarium in Dongla during his
tenure as Chairman of the
Madhya Pradesh Tourism Cor-
poration and is now working to
transform the area into a mod-
ern hub for scientific inquiry.
Chief Minister Yadav has been
consistently advocating for the
revival of Ujjain's ancient as-
tronomical glory and position-
ing it as the world's prime me-
ridian -- the zero-degree longi-
tude line used globally for time
calculation.

Mamata Banerjee Accuses BJP of Plot to Divide WB Ahead of Polls

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
launched a sharp attack on the
BJP, alleging a conspiracy to
divide the state through As-
sembly seat rearrangement if
the party comes to power,
while urging voters to remain
vigilant ahead of the upcom-
ing elections.

could lead to the division of
West Bengal. She alleged that
the plan involves carving out
a separate state by combining
parts of Bihar and West Ben-
gal, and warned that such a
move could only materialise
if the BJP comes to power in
the state.

Calling on voters to defeat
the BJP in the upcoming elec-
tions, Banerjee urged people

cautioning that they might
be used to prevent gen-
uine voters from reach-
ing polling booths
during the two-phase
Assembly elections §
scheduled later this
month.

There is no room

for complacency, _ 4 : o
she said, appeal- &\h\.'t : -t?} ¢
L Rl .

ing to citizens

her address, Banerjee
also praised the ef-
4 forts of the Crimi-
b nal Investigation
i Department West
Bengal for the ar-
rest of Mofak-

4 karul Islam, the
g alleged master-
mind behind the

\ ¥ judicial

harassment of

chak, Malda district. She
highlighted that the CID acted
swiftly and apprehended the
accused even before the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
team reached the state.

According to her, the ac-
cused had arrived from Mum-
bai and was planning to flee
via Bagdogra Airport.

The Chief Minister further
accused the BJP of attempting

ence votes. She warned peo-
ple against sharing such sen-
sitive financial information.

Later, speaking at another
rally in Raiganj, Banerjee re-
iterated her claims, stating
that she had detailed informa-
tion about agencies allegedly
engaged by the BJP to bring
large sums of cash into the
state for distribution among
voters.

in Chandigarh as well. Addressing a campaign ral-  to remain alert and actively  to stay vigi- officers  to influence voters through As campaigning intensifies,
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Deadly floods
ravage Balochistan,
roads cut off

Quetta
Heavy rains and flash
floods hit Balochistan,
killing seven people and
injuring four. Dozens of
homes were destroyed,
over 50 livestock
drowned, and hundreds
of acres of crops lost
across Kachhi, Nasirabad,
Jhal Magsi, Sibi, Harnai,
Kohlu, Turbat, and other
districts. Lightning strikes
and collapsing roofs
claimed several lives. Ma-
jor roads, including Har-
nai-Quetta and Quet-
ta-Sanjawi highways,
were washed away, iso-
lating communities.
Emergency teams are
conducting rescue and re-
lief work. A mini-coach
carrying women and chil-
dren was safely rescued in
Qila Abdullah.

Four more Baloch
civilians vanish
mysteriously

Quetta
Four Baloch civilians have
reportedly disappeared in
Balochistan, raising fresh
human rights concerns,
Paank, a local rights
group. Among the missing
are students Kareem,
Shayhag Rahim, Noor
Khan, and Sameer, alleg-
edly abducted in broad
daylight by armed individ-
vals or military personnel.
Past disappearances of
prominent figures, includ-
ing retired Deputy Com-
missioner Mohammad
Bakhsh Sajidi and his rel-
atives, highlight a growing
pattern of enforced dis-
appearances in the prov-
ince. Paank condemned
the acts as severe viola-
tions of fundamental
rights, warning that such
actions cause trauma and
fear in communities.

South Korea, France
unite for Hormuz
security

Seoul
Lee Jae Myung and Em-
manuel Macron agreed to
cooperate on securing safe
passage through the Strait
of Hormuz amid regional
tensions. Their talks fo-
cused on strengthening
energy security, trade, and
economic stability. Agree-
ments were signed cover-
ing nuclear and wind ener-
gy, advanced technologies,
critical minerals, and cul-
tural exchange. Both lead-
ers highlighted the impor-
tance of peace on the Ko-
rean Peninsula and global
stability. Lee welcomed
France’s G7 invitation and
praised elevating ties to a
global strategic partner-
ship, marking 140 years of
bilateral friendship.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?
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Iran defends history against
American military threats

Iran dismissed Donald Trump's military threats as ignorance, defending its
ancient civilization while warning against potential war crimes

NEW YORK

Iran has delivered a sharp re-
sponse to recent comments
made by Donald Trump,
choosing to defend its an-
cient culture while rejecting
threats of war. The disagree-
ment began after reports sur-
faced that Trump threatened
to "bomb Iran back to the
Stone Age" during a discus-
sion regarding potential mil-
itary actions.

In a statement released by
Iran’s mission to the United
Nations, officials called the
threat a sign of "ignorance"
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rather than a display of pow-
er. They warned that using
such language could be
viewed as an intent to com-
mit war crimes under interna-
tional rules. Instead of focus-

ing only on military talk, Iran
highlighted its deep roots,
reminding the world that its
civilization has survived for
thousands of years and can-
not be wiped out by force.

The mission pointed out
that a nation is built on more
than just weapons; it is
shaped by history, art, and
science. They noted that Ira-
nian scholars have contribut-
ed to global knowledge for
centuries.

Meanwhile, a top com-
mander from the Revolution-
ary Guard dismissed the
American statements as unre-

alistic, warning that any ag-
gressive moves would lead to
serious trouble.

As the back-and-forth con-
tinues, tensions between the
two countries have reached a
new high. Trump has sug-
gested that military opera-
tions could actually pick up
speed in the next few weeks,
which has many people
around the world feeling ner-
vous. For now, international
observers are calling for both
sides to stop the tough talk
and start a conversation to
prevent a much larger con-
flict from breaking out.

Russia offers
more oil
supply to India

MOSCOwW

As energy markets struggle
with the ongoing conflict in
West Asia, Russia is stepping
up to help India secure its fuel
future. Denis Manturov, con-
firmed that Russian energy
giants are ready to significant-
ly boost their exports of oil
and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) to India.

This offer is part of a deep-
ening bond between the two
nations following their major
summit in late 2025. Beyond
just fuel, Russia has already
become a massive supporter of
Indian farmers. Manturov not-
ed that fertilizer shipments
jumped by 40 percent last
year, and a new joint project is
in the works to produce urea
locally. This partnership en-
sures that India’s food supply
remains stable even as global
prices fluctuate.

The cooperation doesn't stop
at the surface. Work is moving
forward on new units at the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plant, showing a long-term
commitment to clean energy.
During his visit, Manturov sat
down with India’s External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar to
discuss trade, technology, and
innovation. They also re-
viewed the progress of agree-
ments made during last De-
cember’s summit.

Officials from both sides say
that the Russia-India relation-
ship is stronger than ever. By
working together on every-
thing from nuclear power to
farming, both countries are
aiming to keep their econo-
mies steady during these un-
certain global times. It is a
partnership built on mutual
need and long-term trust.
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President Trump announced 100 percent tariffs on imported patented
medicines and updated metal duties to boost domestic manufacturing

Trump hits importe

WASHINGTON, DC

President Donald Trump has
unveiled a bold new trade
strategy, placing a 100 per-
cent tariff on specific import-
ed patented medicines while
updating duties on metal
products. This major policy
shift aims to encourage com-
panies to manufacture essen-
tial drugs within the United
States rather than relying on
foreign suppliers.

Under these new rules, pat-
ented drugs from countries
that haven't signed pricing or
production agreements with
the U.S. will face the full 100
percent tax. For now, generic
medicines—which make up a
huge portion of exports from
nations like India—are safe

—

from these charges, though
officials hinted this could
change. Large companies
must comply by July 31,
while smaller firms have until
September 29. However, busi-
nesses that commit to build-
ing American factories can
see these tariffs drop signifi-
cantly, even down to zero in
some cases.

The President also simpli-
fied how the government tax-
es items containing steel, alu-
minum, or copper. If a prod-

d drugs with

massive tariffs

uct is made of less than 15
percent metal, it won't face
extra sectoral duties. Howev-
er, if it contains more than 15
percent metal, a flat 25 per-
cent tariff will be applied to
its total value. While some
allies like the European Union
and South Korea will enjoy
lower rates, the overall goal
remains clear, that is boosting
the domestic industry.

This announcement falls on
the first anniversary of
Trump’s "Liberation Day"
trade plan. While critics wor-
ry about rising costs for con-
sumers, the administration
insists these moves will se-
cure the nation’s supply
chains and bring trillions in
manufacturing investments
back to American soil.

World leaders demand reopening of vital seaway

LONDON

A powerful group of forty na-
tions, led by the United King-
dom, has joined forces to de-
mand an end to the blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz.
During a high-level virtual
meeting, UK Foreign Secre-
tary Yvette Cooper slammed
the closure of the route, call-
ing it a reckless move that
threatens the entire global
economy and oil supply.

The strait is one of the
world's most important paths
for oil tankers. However, ship-
ping has ground to a halt as
tensions between the United
States, Israel, and Iran contin-
ue to boil over. With frequent
attacks on commercial ves-
sels, the risks for sailors have
become too high. Major play-
ers like France, Germany, Ja-
pan, and the UAE signed a
joint statement insisting that

international waters must re-
main open and safe for trade.

Interestingly, the United
States was missing from the
meeting. President Donald
Trump has stated that keep-
ing the waterway open is not
the responsibility of the
American government, a
stance that has caused some
friction with traditional allies.
While the rhetoric is strong,
many leaders are hesitant to
start a new war. UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and

French President Emmanuel
Macron have both pushed for
peaceful talks instead of mil-
itary strikes. Macron specifi-
cally suggested that sitting
down for direct negotiations
with Iran is the smartest way
to fix the crisis.

The stakes are incredibly
high, as the blockade is al-
ready making gas prices soar
and slowing down global
trade. For now, the world
watches and waits to see if
diplomacy can clear the path.
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Nepal court
extends former
leader’s prison time

KATHMANDU

A court in Nepal has decided
to keep former Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli in custody for
two more days. This exten-
sion allows investigators
more time to look into his al-
leged role regarding the
Gen-Z protests that shook the
nation in 2025.

The order came from Judge
Purushottam Khatiwada
Kshetri at the Kathmandu
District Court. Authorities are
specifically question-
ing Oli about the vi-
olence that occurred
during major demon-
strations last Septem-
ber. Because Oli was
arrested last Saturday
and is currently deal-
ing with several health issues,
the legal process looks a bit
different than usual. Instead
of a police station, investiga-
tors are recording his state-
ments at the Tribhuvan Uni-
versity Teaching Hospital,
where he is currently receiv-
ing medical care.

The core of the case focuses
on the events of September 8
and 9, 2025. Those days saw

A Nepal court extended
former PM KP Sharma
Oli’s custody by two days
to finish questioning him
regarding his role in the
2025 Gen-Z protest
violence.

heavy unrest and tragic casual-
ties, leading to a deep investi-
gation into who was responsi-
ble for the crackdowns. Police
noted that Oli’s testimony is
not yet finished, which is why
they asked for the ex-
tra time. Doctors have
advised that he is not
healthy enough to be
moved, so police and
lawyers are working
around his medical
schedule.

This move follows a report
from a special panel led by
former judge Gauri Bahadur
Karki, which looked into the
protest violence. While other
officials, like former Home
Minister Ramesh Lekhak, are
also being held, the focus re-
mains on Oli. Officials say
the next legal steps depend
entirely on what these final
statements reveal.

gléds cuts hours

amid growing energy crisis

DHAKA

Bangladesh is officially tight-
ening its belt as a major ener-
gy crisis takes hold. Faced
with fuel shortages caused by
ongoing conflicts in West
Asia, Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman’s cabinet has an-
nounced strict new daily
schedules to save power and
reduce spending. The move
aims to protect the nation’s
economy before the situation
worsens.

Starting immediately, the
workday is getting shorter.
Both government and pri-
vate offices must now oper-
ate from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm. Banks will stop han-
dling transactions at 3:00 pm
to ensure they are closed an
hour later. Perhaps the big-
gest change for locals is the
new 6:00 pm curfew for
shopping malls and retail
stores. Only essential ser-
vices, such as pharmacies

and food outlets, are allowed
to stay open late.

The government is also tar-
geting "unnecessary" luxury.
Decorative lighting at wed-
dings is now banned, and the
budget for official seminars
and travel has been slashed by
half. To look toward a greener
future, the state is making it
cheaper to bring in electric
vehicles, offering tax breaks
for schools and companies
importing electric buses.

With the regional shortage
hitting hard, Bangladesh has
turned to India for fuel sup-
port. While India is reviewing
the request, it must also bal-
ance its own energy needs and
similar pleas for help from Sri
Lanka and the Maldives. For
now, the streets of Dhaka will
be a little darker and the
workdays a little shorter as
the country waits for the glob-
al energy market to stabilize.
These tough steps are seen as
vital for survival.

Global groups condemn protests
outside Canadian temples

OTTAWA

Hindu advocacy groups
around the world are speaking
out against a plan by the ex-
tremist group Sikhs for Jus-
tice to protest outside temples
in Canada. The rallies are
scheduled for April 5 at the
Triveni Mandir in Brampton
and the Lakshmi Narayan
Mandir in Surrey. Leaders
worry these demonstrations
will lead to violence and ha-
rassment against peaceful
worshippers.

The Hindu Canadian Foun-
dation has labeled the move
as pure xenophobia, noting
that targeting people based on
their cultural roots is unac-
ceptable. They have asked
Canadian police for full-day
security, pointing out that
these extremist groups have a
history of aggressive behav-
ior. Similarly, the Coalition of
Hindus of North America re-
minded authorities of past in-
cidents where devotees faced
"medieval-style" assaults and
verbal abuse while trying to
pray. They argued that while
free speech is important, it

should not be used as a cover
for religious bigotry or to "lay
siege" to a community.

There is some relief for the
community in Brampton,
however. The Peel Regional
Police have committed to en-
forcing a local law that cre-
ates a 100-meter safety zone
around places of worship.
This means protesters cannot
get close enough to physically
or psychologically intimidate
the congregation. Advocacy
groups are now calling on the
police in Surrey to follow suit
and provide the same level of
protection for the Lakshmi
Narayan Mandir. The goal is
to ensure that every Canadian
can visit their place of wor-
ship without the fear of being
bullied or harassed by politi-
cal extremists.

LUNAR JOURNEY BEGINS

ARTEMIS CREW HEADS
TOWARD THE MOON

CAPE CANAVERAL

History was created as the
brave crew of NASA’s Arte-
mis II mission officially left
Earth’s orbit, charting a bold
course toward the Moon. This
milestone represents humani-
ty’s first journey into deep
space since the Apollo 17 mis-
sion decades ago. Everyone at
mission control cheered as the
Orion spacecraft successfully
performed a critical engine
burn that pushed the team past
the reach of Earth’s gravity.

The maneuver, known as a
translunar injection, lasted
nearly six minutes. It generat-
ed 6,000 pounds of thrust, per-
fectly placing the spacecraft
on its lunar path. NASA Ad-
ministrator Jared Isaacman
spoke with pride, noting that
America is officially back in
the business of sending hu-
mans to the Moon—and this
time, they are going farther
than ever before.

On board are astronauts

Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover,
Christina Koch, and Jeremy
Hansen from the Canadian
Space Agency. Their first full
day in space was busy with
routine checks and exercise to
stay fit in zero gravity. The
mission launched from the
Kennedy Space Center on the
massive Space Launch System
rocket and is expected to last
about ten days.

During this journey, the

crew will fly around the Moon
to test vital systems required
for future landings. This mis-
sion is a major test run for
NASA’s broader Artemis pro-
gram, which aims to establish
a long-term human presence
on the lunar surface. Once the
flyby is complete, the astro-
nauts will head home for a
splashdown in the Pacific
Ocean, signaling a new era of
space exploration.
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India’s defence
exports hit record
238,424 crinFY 25-26

New delhi
India’s defence exports
reached an all-time high of
338,424 crorein FY 2025-
26, marking a 62.66% in-
crease over the previous
year, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh announced at
the National Defence In-
dustries Conclave. DPSUs
contributed 54.84% of ex-
ports, while private industry
accounted for 45.16%, re-
flecting strong public-pri-
vate collaboration. Singh
highlighted that the growth
demonstrates global trust
inIndia’s indigenous de-
fence capabilities and ad-
vanced manufacturing
strength. The milestone un-
derscores India’s expanding
role in the global defence
market and the success of
the nation’s self-reliant de-
fence ecosystem.

217,689 Cr FPI outflow
from FAR G-Secs

Mumbai
Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) withdrew 317,689
crore from Fully Accessible
Route (FAR) government
securities following the Mid-
dle East crisis, signaling
heightened risk aversion
and concerns over inflation
from rising crude prices.
Data from the Clearing Cor-
poration of India (CCIL)
showed FPI holdings fell to
3,13,318.66 crore on April 1
from%3,31,007.65 crore. The
outflows coincided with a
0.33%rrise in 10-year
benchmark yields, surpass-
ing 7% for the first time in
over 20 months. Experts say
higher yields reduce bond
appeal, prompting overseas
investors to reduce expo-
sure in rate-sensitive FAR
government securities.

India’s forex reserves
drop $10.29bnto
$688.06 bn

Mumbai
India’s foreign exchange
reserves fell by $10.288
billion to $688.058 billion
for the week ended March
27, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) reported on
Friday. The previous week
had seen a decline of
$11.413 billion to
$698.346 billion.
The fall comes amid geo-
political tensions in West
Asia, which have put
pressure on the rupee.
The RBI has intervened in
forex markets through
dollar sales and policy
measures to stabilize the
currency. For the reporting
week, foreign currency as-
sets—the largest compo-
nent of reserves—
dropped by $6.622 billion
to $551.072 billion. Gold
reserves fell by $3.666
billion to $113.521 billion.

Commercial
LPG prices hiked
by 3195.50

New Delhi
Commercial LPG cylinder
prices were increased by
Rs 195.50, following a
sharp rise in global oil
prices driven by escalat-
ing West Asia tensions.
The price of a 19-kg com-
mercial cylinder in Delhi
now stands at Rs 2,078.50,
while Kolkata saw a higher
hike of Rs 218. Domestic
cooking gas (14.2-kg cylin-
der) rates remain un-
changed at Rs 913 in Delhi,
providing relief to house-
holds. Commercial LPG,
mainly used by industries
and hotels, is deregulated
and market-driven, ac-
counting for less than 10%
of total LPG consumption.
The price revision follows a
44% rise in the Saudi Con-
tract Price, from $542 per
metric tonne in March to
$780 in April, due to sup-
ply disruptions. About 20—
30% of global LPG sup-
plies are affected by block-
ades in the Strait of
Hormuz.
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's manufacturing sector growth

slips to four-year low in March

India’s manufacturing growth slowed to a four-year low in March

NEW DELHI

India’s manufacturing sector
growth slowed to a four-year
low in March as rising input
costs, intense market compe-
tition, global uncertainty, and
the ongoing war in the Middle
East tempered expansion in
new orders and output, ac-
cording to the latest HSBC
India Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index (PMI).
The seasonally adjusted
PMI fell to 53.9 in March
from 56.9 in February, mark-
ing the weakest improvement
in overall business conditions
since June 2022. In PMI
terms, a reading above 50 in-
dicates expansion, while a
score below 50 signals con-
traction. Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC, noted that disruptions
linked to the Middle East con-
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flict are affecting the global
economy and weighing on
Indian manufacturers.

The slowdown was most
pronounced in the two largest
PMI sub-components: new
orders and output, which ex-
panded at the slowest pace
since mid-2022. Firms report-
ed significant cost pressures

across a wide range of inputs,
including aluminium, chemi-
cals, fuel, jute, leather, fabric,
oil, rubber, and steel. While
input costs surged to their
highest level in over three-
and-a-half years, output price
inflation remained subdued as
companies sought to retain
customers and secure new

due torising costs, uncertainty, and Middle East conflict

business.

Despite these challenges,
the survey revealed some pos-
itive trends. Indian manufac-
turers saw the strongest ex-
pansion in external sales since
September last year, with no-
table demand from Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, Eu-
rope, Japan, the Middle East,
Turkey, and Vietnam. Em-
ployment also rose at the fast-
est pace in seven months, re-
flecting cautious optimism
about future production.

The HSBC India Manufac-
turing PMI is compiled by
S&P Global using responses
from around 400 manufactur-
ers. Analysts said that while
growth has moderated, the
sector continues to expand,
supported by resilient external
demand and a generally posi-
tive outlook for the year
ahead.

Nayara and Shell hike petrol, diesel prices in Bengaluru and
major cities amid rising global crude oil costs

Nayara, Shell hike petrol and

diesel ra

BENGALURU

Private fuel retailers Nayara
Energy and Shell have raised
petrol and diesel prices across
major Indian cities, including
Bengaluru, amid surging
global crude oil costs driven
by escalating geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia. Petrol
prices at private outlets in
Bengaluru have crossed Rs
120 per litre, while diesel has
also seen a significant in-
crease, creating a noticeable
gap with government-run fuel
stations.

Public sector oil companies,
including 10C, BPCL, and
HPCL, have maintained retail
prices, absorbing under-re-
coveries despite rising bulk
and industrial rates. The gov-
ernment has reiterated that
fuel pricing is deregulated,
allowing oil marketing com-
panies to adjust rates based on
market conditions. Previous
measures, such as excise duty
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cuts on petrol and certain lev-
ies on diesel, were aimed at
easing consumer burden.

The price hike has triggered
concerns among citizens. Ra-
mesh, a cab driver, said the
increase strains daily earn-
ings, while Shabana, a school
teacher, warned it could push
up school fees. Students and
small traders highlighted po-
tential rises in transport fares
and essential commodity
costs.

Experts caution that pro-
longed high fuel prices may
widen inflationary pressures,

affecting sectors like food,
transportation, healthcare, and
education. The situation un-
derscores India’s dependence
on imported crude oil and the
challenges of maintaining en-
ergy security amid global vol-
atility.

With elections and by-elec-
tions underway in parts of
Karnataka, the price rise has
become a political issue. An-
alysts expect fuel prices to
remain under pressure in the
near term, with the gap be-
tween private and public re-
tailers likely to persist.

Govt surpasses
FY26 indirect
tax target
NEW DELHI

The Government of India has
slightly exceeded its indirect
tax collection targets for fiscal
year 2025-26, according to an
official statement. The total
indirect tax collection, en-
compassing customs, excise,
and GST, was pegged at over
Rs 15.52 lakh crore as per Re-
vised Estimates (RE). Cus-
toms duty contributed Rs 2.58
lakh crore, excise duty Rs
3.38 lakh crore, and Central
Goods and Services Tax
(CGST) Rs 9.58 lakh crore.

Revenues from customs duty
came in at 102% of RE, while
excise duty collection reached
101% of RE. The CGST collec-
tion stood at 100.8% of RE,
resulting in an overall GST plus
non-GST revenue of 101.2% of
the RE. This performance indi-
cates modest but steady growth
in indirect tax receipts, reflect-
ing the resilience of consump-
tion-driven revenue streams.
However, collections from the
Health and National Security
Cess, imposed on pan masala
manufacturing, fell short of ex-
pectations.

Oracle lays off around
12,000 employees in India

NEW DELHI

US-based IT firm Oracle is
believed to have laid off ap-
proximately 12,000 staff in
India, with another round of
layoffs expected within a
month, impacted employees
said.

Globally, the company has
fired around 30,000 employ-
ees. "In India, around 12,000
employees have been laid off.
The company is planning an-
other mass layoff within a
month," said two people im-
pacted by the retrenchment,
including one from the com-
pany's human resource de-
partment.

The company has approxi-
mately 30,000 employees in
India, including those affected
by the layoffs.

Oracle declined to com-
ment on the development.

Oracle, in an email sent to
staff, said the employees were
informed about certain organ-
isational changes and "be-
cause of these changes, a de-

cision has been taken to
streamline the operations, and
as a result, unfortunately, the
position you currently hold
will become redundant".

The company has offered
15 days' salary to each em-
ployee who has completed a
year of service in India, in
addition to one month of un-
paid wages till termination
date, leave encashment, gra-
tuity based on eligibility and
pay for a one-month notice
period.

Oracle has also offered a
two-month salary as a top-up.

However, the severance
package is available for those
who voluntarily and amicably
resign from the company.

"I contacted my friends and
those who are in human re-
sources. They shared that
most of the Indians working
in the US with the company
have been impacted because
the local laws there are very
strict when it comes to the re-
trenchment of their citizens,"
Sridhar said.

Jet Fuel Hits 22 Lakh, domestic
airfares partially shielded

NEW DELHI

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
prices in India surged to a re-
cord Rs 2.07 lakh per kiloli-
tre, crossing the Rs two lakh
mark for the first time amid
escalating tensions in West
Asia. The sharp rise is driven
by global supply disruptions,
including the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, and in-
creased crude prices. ATF
accounts for around 40% of
an airline’s operational costs,
making it a key driver of air-
fares.

Despite the steep hike, do-
mestic airlines are being
shielded from the full impact.
The Union Petroleum Minis-
try said public sector oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs), in
consultation with the Civil
Aviation Ministry, imple-
mented a partial and stag-

gered increase of about 25%,
or Rs 15 per litre, for domes-
tic carriers.

This measure is aimed at
preventing a sharp rise in do-
mestic ticket prices.

International airlines oper-
ating from India, however,
will pay the full revised ATF
rates, consistent with global
pricing. State-owned Indian
Oil, Bharat Petroleum, and
Hindustan Petroleum revise
ATF prices monthly based on
international benchmarks and
exchange rates.

Industry experts, including
the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA),
have already noted rising
fuel costs are contributing to
higher airfares, particularly
on international routes where
airlines are forced to take
longer paths due to airspace
restrictions.
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IndiGo fuel
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charges for domestic
and international flights

HYDERABAD

India’s largest airline, IndiGo,
announced on Wednesday that
it will implement revised fuel
charges ranging from Rs 275
to Rs 10,000 on domestic and
international flights starting
April 2, citing the surge in
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices. The revision comes
after the government partially
increased ATF prices by 25%
for domestic flights. Since
March 14, IndiGo has already
levied fuel charges of Rs 425
to Rs 2,300 on tickets amid
escalating fuel costs due to
the West Asia conflict.

For domestic routes, fuel
charges will now vary by dis-
tance, ranging from Rs 275 to
Rs 950, while international
flights will see surcharges be-
tween Rs 900 and Rs 10,000,
depending on distance. The
airline stated that ATF prices
for international operations
more than doubled in the last
month, significantly impact-

IndiGo updates fuel
surcharges on
domestic and

international flights

due to rising jet fuel
costs after partial
government price
hikes, leading to
moderate airfare
increases

ing operating costs.

IndiGo emphasized that
while fully passing on the fuel
price hike would require larg-
er fare adjustments, the airline
has implemented relatively
smaller increases to limit the
burden on passengers.

The new fuel charges will
take effect from 0001 hours,
aiming to balance operational
sustainability with passenger
affordability. With global fuel
prices remaining volatile, the
airline may continue to recal-
ibrate charges in line with
market conditions.

Govt imposes import
curbs on all gold, silver,

and p
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NEW DELHI

The government imposed im-
port restrictions on all articles
of gold, silver, and platinum,
a move aimed at preventing
misuse of free trade agree-
ments (FTAs). The Director-
ate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) stated that these
curbs will apply regardless of
prior contracts, irrevocable
letters of credit, advance pay-
ments, shipment status, or any
other commitments, and tran-
sitional arrangements will no
longer be available.

The DGFT notification re-
vised the import policy and
conditions for items covered
under Chapter 71, which in-
cludes natural or cultured
pearls, precious and semi-pre-
cious stones, precious metals,
metals clad with precious
metals, articles, imitation jew-
ellery, and coins. The restric-
tions come into effect imme-
diately.

The government had an-
nounced curbs on imports of
gold, platinum, and silver
jewellery. With this latest
move, the restrictions now

latinum articles
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cover all forms of gold, silver,
and platinum articles. Indus-
try officials noted that some
importers were exploiting the
India-ASEAN FTA to evade
tariffs and gain unfair advan-
tages. They have requested
that the government simplify
the licensing process to en-
sure that genuine traders are
not adversely affected.

India has had a free trade
agreement in goods with the
10-member ASEAN bloc
since 2010. Over the past
year, the government has pe-
riodically imposed import
curbs to control specific im-
ports: certain types of plati-
num jewellery were restricted
until April 2026, and silver
jewellery faced similar re-
strictions until March 2026.

Officials explained that
some traders were misusing
the FTA to import precious
metals as unstudded jewellery
from countries like Thailand,
taking advantage of duty dif-
ferentials. The new measures
aim to curb such practices
while regulating imports of
gold, silver, and platinum
more effectively.

Stock markets stage stunning comeback

MUMBAI

Indian stock markets staged a
strong recovery, with the BSE
Sensex rising 185.23 points to
close at 73,319.55, and the
NSE Nifty settling above
22,700 at 22,782.30, revers-
ing sharp early losses. The
rebound was driven by value
buying in IT and banking
shares and a sharp rupee re-
covery following Reserve
Bank interventions.

The Sensex fell over 1,588
points to hit a day’s low of
71,545.81 but rebounded

more than 2,000 points, aided
by gains in HCL Technolo-
gies, TCS, HDFC Bank, and
ICICI Bank. Nifty also recov-
ered from a 496-point fall to
finish in positive territory.

The rupee strengthened by
over 150 paise after RBI mea-
sures restricted banks’ net
open positions and barred cor-
porates from non-deliverable
forward contracts, improving
investor sentiment. Bargain
hunting in IT stocks further
supported the rally.

Major Sensex gainers in-
cluded Infosys, Bajaj Finance,
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Maruti Suzuki, Axis Bank,
and ITC, while laggards were
Asian Paints, Reliance Indus-
tries, Tata Steel, and UltraT-
ech Cement.

Global cues were mixed:
crude oil surged over 7% after
US President Donald Trump’s
statement on Iran, Asian mar-
kets closed mostly lower, and
European indices traded
down. FIIs offloaded Rs
8,331.15 crore in equities,
partially offset by DIIs buying
Rs 7,171.80 crore.

Market experts noted that
the recovery underscores re-
silience in Indian equities
amid geopolitical uncertainty,
with domestic support and
regulatory measures stabiliz-
ing investor confidence.




Should peace and order in society be

maintained through fear alone? Should
police stations become centres of severe
physical and mental torture, or should they
serve as spaces that promote awareness and
reform the minds of offenders? Such ques-
tions are increasingly raised by ordinary peo-
ple, as well as by writers and intellectuals, in
discussions about the police system.

It is both natural and necessary for the pub-
lic to question the functioning and conduct of
the police. At the same time, there is an
equally important need for the police to en-
gage in self-reflection.

The police are not expected to behave like
saints or religious figures. It is sufficient if
they act with integrity and fulfil their duties
responsibly. This does not imply that prison-
ers should be subjected to brutality. In certain
situations, punishment may be unavoidable in
order to maintain law and order and to pre-
vent crime. However, if confessions can be
obtained without resorting to physical vio-
lence, such methods must be preferred.

In recent times, public trust and respect for
the police appear to have declined. One rea-
son for this is the perceived absence of hon-
esty and efficiency among some officers. The
weakening of the police system can be at-
tributed to several factors.

Corruption among sections of the police
force is a significant concern. This is partly
linked to irregularities in recruitment process-
es. While not every officer has secured their
position through corrupt means, such practic-
es do exist and affect the integrity of the in-
stitution. In some cases, there is a noticeable
lack of commitment to justice, social welfare,
and the well-being of the public.

When a police officer becomes corrupt,

S hould the police necessarily instil fear?
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they may form alliances with criminals, there-
by contributing to the breakdown of law and
order. In such circumstances, genuine offend-
ers may not be arrested, or if they are, they
may be released without due process. This
allows criminal activity to flourish and under-
mines the safety and stability of society.

Political influence is another major factor
contributing to corruption within the police
system. It is important to clarify that not all
politicians or police officers are corrupt.
However, the presence of such practices can-
not be ignored.

Interference by political figures in police
affairs has become increasingly common,
weakening the moral foundation of the insti-
tution. Some politicians treat police personnel
as personal security, while others use them to
shield unlawful activities or target political
opponents. This trend reduces the police de-
partment to an instrument of those in power,
which is deeply concerning.

For the police system to function effective-
ly, it must be granted autonomy. Unwarranted
interference from politicians and other influ-
ential individuals must be minimised. A
weakened police force can lead to a rise in
crimes such as murder, robbery, injustice, and
sexual violence. In such a society, innocent
and vulnerable individuals may struggle to
live with dignity. Crimes against women,
children, and the elderly are likely to increase
under such conditions.

Addressing these challenges requires col-
lective effort. Politicians, police officers, and
the public must work together, engage in
thoughtful dialogue, and take necessary steps
to strengthen the police system. Only through
such cooperation can society ensure justice,
maintain order, and improve the quality of
life for all.
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Doctor Faustus: Who Sold His Soul to the
Devil in Exchange for Worldly Power

he rise and fall of our
Tlives depend greatly on

the relationships we
cultivate. The kind of people
we associate with and the in-
dividuals to whom we show
loyalty shape the course of
our lives. There is a saying
that the company of the virtu-
ous is as sweet as honey. In
contrast, the company of the
wicked leads us towards de-
struction.

In the play Doctor Faustus,
written by Christopher Mar-
lowe, Faustus falls into evil
company and ultimately sells
his soul to the devil. The
study of this play instils a
deep moral awareness in us.
It also enables us to under-
stand contemporary social,
political, cultural, and reli-
gious realities.

Faustus is a university
graduate who has conducted
extensive research and
earned a doctoral degree. He
is a seeker of knowledge, a
man with an insatiable thirst
for learning. He has already
acquired vast knowledge
across disciplines, including
literature, history, philosophy,
linguistics, logic, political
science, physics, chemistry,
and mathematics. Yet his in-
tellectual hunger remains un-
fulfilled. In his pursuit of
further knowledge and deep-
er understanding, his atten-
tion turns to necromancy.

The roots of necromancy
lie in the devil, as such
knowledge draws humanity
into an abyss of violence and
cruelty. Faustus begins to
read magical texts, longing to
possess the mysterious and
wondrous knowledge of the
occult world. As he prepares
to study these books, the
Good Angel warns him to
avoid such sinful and con-
demned texts. However, the
Evil Angel tempts him, urg-
ing him not to abandon these

“excellent books” and instead
to become the master of the
magical world.

By this stage, Faustus is
already fascinated by magic
and influenced by evil forces.
He succumbs to its allure.
One must be cautious of
temptation, for it is deeply
dangerous. Destructive forces
often attract us with greater
intensity. Faustus becomes
captivated by the mysterious
powers of the magical world.

When the devil learns of
Faustus’s fascination, he
sends his trusted demon, Me-
phistopheles, to form a pact
with him.

In exchange for experienc-
ing all the pleasures of life,
the devil offers Faustus un-
limited power. In return,
Faustus must write a bond in
his own blood. According to
this agreement, he will enjoy
unrestricted magical powers
for twenty-four years. He can
obtain anything he desires
instantly, whether objects,
people, or comforts. In ex-
change, at the end of this pe-
riod, he must surrender his
soul to the devil.

Faustus signs this dreadful
contract with his blood. At
that very moment, immense
power is granted to him. As
the saying goes, power cor-
rupts, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely. Faustus
begins to misuse his power.
He torments the innocent and
the naive, often using exces-
sive force for trivial matters.
He starts to see himself as the
master of both the world and
nature. He imagines the plun-
der of India’s gold, claims
whatever he desires, and
even disturbs the peace of
souls resting in their graves.

He later learns of the ex-
traordinary beauty of Helen,
who lived and died thousands
of years ago. To fulfil Faus-
tus’s desires, Mephistopheles

remains at his service. When
Faustus commands that Hel-
en be brought before him, she
appears instantly. At that mo-
ment, he utters his famous
lines:

“Was this the face that
launched a thousand
ships,

And burnt the topless
towers of Ilium?
Sweet Helen, make me
immortal with a kiss.”

Eventually, the term of the
agreement comes to an end.
The time arrives for Faustus
to surrender his soul. Only
then does he realise his grave
mistake. He attempts to re-
pent, but it is too late. When
he tries to pray, his tongue
becomes stiff and refuses to
move. The doors of repen-
tance are closed to him.

In the final hour before his
damnation, Faustus turns to
God in profound despair. He
understands the horrors of
hell and its torments. He
weeps and cries out in agony,
yet no divine intervention
comes to his aid. In the end,
he surrenders his soul and
suffers eternal damnation.

A contemporary reading of

this play is striking. We can
observe many “Faustuses” in
today’s world. Individuals
driven by destructive ideolo-
gies often mirror Faustus’s
tragic path.

Despite being highly edu-
cated, Faustus ultimately be-
comes a victim of his own
choices. History shows that
even educated individuals,
including professors and doc-
tors, have aligned themselves
with destructive forces and
participated in acts of vio-
lence.

Some may even draw par-
allels between Faustus and
modern political figures.
Leaders like Donald Trump,
who project themselves as
dominant global powers can
resemble a modern-day Faus-
tus. The desire for control
over resources, economic
dominance, and the misuse of
authority reflects similar pat-
terns of ambition and moral
compromise. Those who mis-
use power and enter danger-
ous alliances risk facing irre-
versible consequences.

Thus, the tragedy of Faus-
tus remains a timeless warn-
ing about unchecked ambi-
tion, the dangers of tempta-
tion, the misuse of power,
and the moral consequences
of human choices.

From Flames to Currents: How Rising

LPG Prices Are Rewiring India’s Kitchens

Economic Pressure on Middle-Class Households In

a sunlit apartment

The pressure on household
budgets has intensified sharp-
ly in recent months. Domestic
LPG cylinder prices for a
standard 14.2 kg unit climbed
by 60 in early March 2026,
pushing retail costs to around
%913 in major cities like Del-
hi and Mumbai for non-subsi-
dised users.

Even with targeted support
for lower-income families, the
average middle-class house-
hold now faces annual cook-

Technological Shift in Indian Kitchens

This pivot marks a broader
technological transformation
in Indian kitchens. Induction
cooktops, electric pressure
cookers, and air fryers have
moved from novelty gadgets
to everyday staples.

Sales of induction units
have exploded, with demand
multiplying several times
over in online and retail chan-
nels within days of supply
alerts. Consumers praise the
speed—water boils in half the
time compared to gas—and
the precision temperature
control that prevents burning
delicate spices.

Electric pressure cookers
simplify dal and rice prepara-
tion, while air fryers offer
healthier versions of fried
snacks with minimal oil. For

ing expenses that strain
monthly budgets already
stretched by inflation in gro-
ceries, fuel, and education.
Many families report reallo-
cating funds—cutting back
on eating out or discretionary
spending—to absorb the rise.
For a typical four-member
urban household, the shift to
electric alternatives has
meant trading one variable
cost for another: higher elec-
tricity consumption from ap-

' 3 ',,

many urban professionals jug-
gling work and family, these
devices align with fast-paced
lives: no waiting for deliver-
ies, no cylinder swaps, and
easy cleanup without soot.

Is this a fleeting response or
a lasting change? Evidence
points toward permanence for

pliances like induction stoves
and pressure cookers. Yet
early calculations suggest
operating expenses can
drop noticeably when
electricity tariffs stay
moderate, often below
%7-8 per unit. This eco-
nomic trade-off is push-
ing households to re-
think their stoves not as
luxuries but as necessi-
ties for financial resil-
ience.

a growing segment.
Efficiency gains are hard to
ignore—induction transfers
85-90 percent of energy di-
rectly to the pot, versus
around 55 percent for open-
flame cooking. Once families
invest in compatible cook-
ware (magnetic stainless steel

in Bengaluru’s Koramangala
neighbourhood, Priya Rao stirs a pot of dal
on her new induction cooktop. The familiar hiss

or
cast
iron), the

convenience sticks. Younger
households, especially in nu-
clear families or rentals, view
electric options as modern
and low-maintenance. Manu-
facturers have responded with
dual-burner models and smart
features like auto shut-off and
timers, making the transition
smoother. While some keep a
small LPG backup for emer-
gencies, the primary reliance
is shifting. Repeated price
volatility and delivery uncer-
tainties are accelerating what
might have been a gradual
evolution into a structural
one, particularly in cities with
reliable power.

daily meals.

Health and Safety Considerations

Health and safety dimensions add another compelling lay-
er. Traditional LPG stoves pose risks of leaks, accidental
fires, and indoor air pollution from incomplete combus-
tion, releasing nitrogen oxides and fine particulates linked
to respiratory issues. Women and children, who spend the
most time near stoves, bear the brunt. Electric devices
eliminate open flames entirely, slashing fire hazards
through features like automatic cut-offs if pots overheat or
are removed. No combustion means virtually no indoor
pollutants—no lingering CO or NOx that can exacerbate
asthma, heart conditions, or long-term lung damage. Kitch-
ens stay cooler and cleaner, reducing drudgery from soot
buildup on walls and utensils. Families switching report
fresher air and fewer coughing episodes, especially in com-
pact urban flats with poor ventilation. While initial adap-
tation requires learning curves, the long-term health pay-
off—lower exposure to harmful emissions—makes electric
cooking a clear upgrade for safety-conscious households.

of the LPG flame is gone, replaced by a quiet hum
and precise digital controls. Last month, her family’s
monthly gas cylinder bill jumped after a fresh price hike,
forcing a reluctant switch. “We thought it was temporary,”
she says, “but the electricity bill rose too—yet we’re saving
overall, and the kitchen feels safer.” Priya’s story echoes
across millions of middle-class homes as India grapples
with volatile cooking fuel costs amid global supply
strains. What began as an economic pinch is
evolving into a profound technological,
cultural, and environmental shift in
how the country cooks its

Yet the story di-
verges sharply in
rural India, where the
LPG crunch hits harder
and electric alternatives face
steeper barriers. Villages of-
ten experience delayed cylin-
der deliveries even in normal
times, exacerbated now by
prioritisation for urban and
essential services. Many
households under subsidy
schemes refill far less fre-
quently than intended, some-
times stretching one cylinder
for weeks or reverting to tra-

Looking ahead, the trend har-
bours profound implications
for India’s energy security. By
reducing reliance on imported
LPG—often routed through
volatile maritime choke-
points—the nation can insu-
late households from geopo-
litical shocks and stabilise
budgets. Scaling electric
cooking in urban pockets
could free up subsidised LPG

Impact on Rural Communities

ditional biomass when costs
spike. Electricity access has
improved dramatically—most
villages now have connec-
tions—but reliability remains
patchy. Daily power cuts of
two to three hours, or longer
during peak summer demand,
make induction stoves im-
practical for families prepar-
ing multiple meals. Upfront
costs for a decent cooktop,
plus compatible utensils, deter
low-income rural buyers
whose monthly earnings hov-
er around subsistence levels.

In remote areas, device avail-
ability is limited; repair ser-
vices are scarce. As a result,
some families report mixing
fuels—using whatever LPG
arrives for quick tasks and
firewood for slow-cooking
staples like roti or sabzi. This
patchwork coping mechanism
highlights a deepening ur-
ban-rural divide: cities em-
brace sleek electric kitchens,
while countryside homes
cling to familiar flames or
smoke-filled chulhas out of
necessity

Long—Term Energy Securlty Imphcatlons

for rural redistribution, while
accelerating renewable inte-
gration makes the grid cleaner
and more resilient overall.
Long-term, this fosters a di-
versified mix: electric for cit-
ies, supplemented biogas or
piped gas where feasible, and
targeted support elsewhere. It
aligns with broader ambitions
for self-reliance, cutting im-
port bills that have ballooned

in recent years and channel-
ling savings into infrastruc-
ture or welfare. Challenges
persist—grid upgrades for
evening peaks, storage solu-
tions, and ensuring no house-
hold is left cooking in the
dark—but the momentum is
unmistakable. A hybrid future
seems likely, where no single
fuel dominates but choices
empower families
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Karnataka wins

Karnataka has officially been
crowned the overall champi-
ons of the first-ever Khelo
India Tribal Games. The com-
petition concluded in Raipur,
with Karnataka holding off a
late surge from Odisha to se-
cure the top spot on the final
medals tally.

The tournament saw 3,800
athletes from 30 states com-
peting in nine different sports.
Karnataka dominated from
the very first day, largely
thanks to a powerhouse per-
formance in the swimming
pool. Out of their 23 total
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gold medals, 15 came from
swimming, supported by ad-
ditional victories in athletics
and wrestling. Manikanta L
emerged as the star of the
Games, personally bagging an
incredible eight gold medals
for the Karnataka contingent.

Odisha put up a valiant
fight, finishing in second
place with 21 gold medals.
While they were the only
state to win at least one gold
in every sport and lead the to-
tal medal count with 57, they
couldn't quite overtake Karna-
taka’s gold tally. Jharkhand
finished third, bolstered by
archery star Komalika Bari,
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big at
tribal games inaugural

K'taka triumphed as overall champions at the inaugural Khelo
India Tribal Games, securing the top spot with 23 gold medals.
RAIPUR

who secured individual gold
on the final day.

The hosts, Chhattisgarh,
ended their campaign in ninth
place. Their final contribution
was a hard-fought silver med-
al in men’s football after a
narrow 1-0 loss to West Ben-
gal. With 20 different states
winning at least one gold
medal, the event successfully
showcased the immense
sporting talent hidden within
India’s tribal communities.
The Games highlighted a
broad talent pool, proving that
tribal athletes are ready to
compete at the highest nation-
al levels.

Eleven year old becomes
England’s chess number one

NEW DELHI

In a stunning achieve-

ment for the world of

chess, 11-year-old prodi-
gy Bodhana Sivanandan
has officially become the
top-rated female player in
England. The latest rank-
ings from the Internation-
al Chess Federation
(FIDE) confirm that the
young star of Indian ori-
gin has climbed to the
very peak of the national
list.

Bodhana, a primary
school student living in
North London, now holds
an impressive FIDE rat-
ing of 2366 points. This
surge in points allowed
her to overtake the cur-
rent four-time British
women’s champion,
25-year-old Lan Yao.
Reaching the number one
spot at such a tender age
is nearly unheard of in

professional chess, mark-
ing Bodhana as one of the
most exciting talents to
watch globally.

The young champion’s
roots trace back to
Tiruchirappalli in Tamil
Nadu, India. Her parents
moved to England in
2007, and since then,
Bodhana has taken the
chess world by storm.
Her rise has been nothing
short of meteoric, often
defeating players more
than twice her age with
calm precision and ad-

vanced strategy.

Experts believe Bodha-
na’s success is a sign of a
new generation of players
who are mastering the
game earlier than ever be-
fore. For the London
schoolgirl, the ranking is
a reward for years of ded-
icated practice and tour-
nament play across Eu-
rope. As she continues to
balance her schoolwork
with grandmaster-level
competition, the chess
community eagerly
awaits her next move.
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UN expert backs new Olympic gender rules

GENEVA

A United Nations expert has
praised the International
Olympic Committee’s new
decision to limit female sports
categories to biological wom-
en. Reem Alsalem, the UN
Special Rapporteur on vio-
lence against women, called
the move a major win for fair-
ness and safety in sports.

The new policy, set to begin
at the Los Angeles 2028
Games, ensures that eligibility
for female events is restricted
to biological females. This
rule will apply to both indi-
vidual and team sports. The
10C is also urging other inter-
national sports federations to
follow these guidelines to
keep competitions balanced
and secure for women and
girls. Alsalem described the

policy as being rooted in
"common sense, facts, and
science." She argued that rec-
ognizing the physical reality
of sex is a necessary step to
protect the dignity of female
athletes. According to the ex-
pert, this change aligns with
international human rights

standards by ensuring that
women can compete on a lev-
el playing field.

While the new rules will
not change past results, Alsa-
lem suggested the IOC should
look into "remedies for past
injustices." This could include
formal apologies or even

UN expert Reem Alsalem
praised the I0C’s 2028
policy limiting female
sports to biological
women, calling it a
victory for fairness,
safety, and athlete
dignity.

awarding medals to women
who previously lost out to
transgender competitors. She
believe such steps would
show a true commitment to
female athletes and prove that
their rights are being taken
seriously. The expert conclud-
ed that evidence-based ap-
proaches must remain the
guide for all future sports pol-
icies to ensure that such is-
sues of unfairness do not hap-
pen again.

PRESIDENT MURMU AIMS FOR
GLOBAL SPORTS DOMINANCE

NEW DELHI

Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya shared a power-
ful vision from President
Droupadi Murmu, focused
on transforming India’s
tribal youth into world-class
athletes. The President be-
lieves that with the right
support, these communities
will lead India to become a
"global sports superpower."

In a recent article, Presi-
dent Murmu highlighted
how tribal talent has histor-
ically boosted Indian sports.
She pointed out that tribal
players were essential to In-
dia’s first Olympic hockey
gold in 1928 and continue
to shine in modern teams.
Drawing from her own
childhood in a tribal village,
she recalled her love for
swimming and school
sports, noting that these ac-
tivities build vital team

spirit and social bonds.
Minister Mandaviya em-
phasized that the Khelo In-
dia Tribal Games are more
than just a competition,
they are a bridge to profes-
sional excellence. By pro-
viding modern facilities to
remote areas, the govern-
ment aims to empower
youth who previously
lacked opportunity. The
President also praised the
‘Asmita’ scheme, which
specifically helps tribal
daughters excel in various
sporting disciplines.

The President described
this talent as "invaluable
social capital." She believes
that by nurturing this re-
source, the nation will reach
new heights of excellence.
Mandaviya echoed this sen-
timent, stating that consis-
tent encouragement is the
key to creating a dominant
pool of players. The mes-
sage from the country's
leadership is clear: by in-
vesting in tribal roots today,
India is securing its golden
future on the international
sporting stage.

Tiger Woods arrested following high profile crash

JUPITER ISLAND

Shocking body camera foot-
age released, shows golf leg-
end Tiger Woods being arrest-
ed for driving under the influ-
ence after a vehicle crash in
Florida. The video reveals a
disoriented Woods being
handcuffed by deputies after
his Land Rover clipped a
truck and rolled onto its side.

During the roadside inves-
tigation, a Martin County
Sheriff’s deputy informed the
15-time major champion that
his faculties appeared im-
paired. While a breathalyzer
showed no alcohol, officers
discovered painkilling pills in
his pocket. The arrest affida-

vit described
Woods as
"lethargic"
and "stum-
bling," with
extremely di-
lated pupils. Woods reported-
ly told officers he was dis-
tracted by his phone and the
radio at the time of the acci-
dent. The footage also cap-
tured a sur-
prising mo-
ment where
Woods told
police he
was speaking
with U.S. President Donald
Trump immediately after the
crash. Woods is currently dat-
ing Vanessa Trump, the for-

mer wife of Donald Trump Jr.
Following the arrest, Pres-

ADITIASHOK

leads Indian
challenge in Vegas

LAS VEGAS

India’s premier golfer Adi-
ti Ashok finished the open-
ing round of the Aramco
Championships as the
highest-placed Indian, cur-
rently sitting at Tied-58th.
Playing in the challenging
desert conditions of Las
Vegas, Aditi struggled to
find her rhythm early on
but managed to keep her
hopes alive for the week-
end.

Aditi finished the day
with a score of 2-over 72.
While she remains several
strokes behind the tourna-
ment leaders, her experi-
ence on the global stage
allowed her to navigate the
difficult course layout
without letting the round
slip away entirely. The star
golfer will need a much
stronger performance in
the second round to climb
the leaderboard and secure
a comfortable spot for the
final stages of the compe-
tition.

It was a tough day over-
all for the Indian contin-
gent in Nevada. Other

ident Trump confirmed
in a Fox News inter-
view that his "close
friend" would not be
competing in this
year’s Masters tourna-
ment.A Florida judge
has since granted
the 50-year-
old superstar
permission
to leave
the coun-
try to en-
ter an in-
tensive,
private

notable Indian play-
ers, including the
&l vyoung talent Avani
L F Prashanth, seasoned
/" pro Diksha Dagar,
and Pranavi Urs,
found themselves
much further
down the

rankings.

treatment
facility.

FC Goa returns home for massive clash

NEW DELHI

FC Goa is set to return to the familiar grass of Fatorda
Stadium for a high-stakes Indian Super League battle
against Bengaluru FC. After spending a long month trav-
eling for away games, the "Gaurs" are eager to use their
home-field advantage to climb the league table during this

critical phase of the season.
team returns home following three straight

T h e

draws on the road against East Bengal,

P
. w

#

leapfrog their rivals.

the game's tempo.

tory at home.

Punjab, and Chennaiyin.
Under the guidance of head coach
Manolo Marquez, Fatorda has be-
come a true fortress. Remarkably,
FC Goa has remained unbeaten
at home against Bengaluru
throughout Marquez’s time in
charge.

The coach praised his

squad’s morale, noting that
the players are waking up
every day with high spirits
and a genuine love for their
training sessions.

This match is a classic

"six-pointer" for the stand-
ings. Bengaluru currently sits in fifth place with 11
points, while Goa is right behind them in sixth with
10 points. A win for the home side would see them

Local midfielder Harsh Patre, who previously
played for Bengaluru, highlighted that recent line-
up changes have created more opportunities for
Indian players to shine.

He urged his teammates to step up and control

This fixture marks the start of three consecutive
home matches for FC Goa. Fans are expected to
turn out in large numbers, hoping the team can
turn their recent draws into a much-needed vic-

MUMBAI

The Inspire Institute of Sport
(IIS) has just wrapped up a
groundbreaking five-day na-
tional camp designed to su-
percharge India’s elite kabad-
di players. This high-perfor-
mance program, held in part-
nership with the national
federation and Mashal Sports,
focused on preparing 75 top
male and female athletes for
the 2026 Asian Games.
During the camp, athletes
moved beyond traditional
practice to embrace scientific
training methods. The sched-
ule was packed with intense
strength and conditioning ses-
sions, technical drills, and

professional recovery routines
like ice baths and saunas. To
ensure the players are ready
for the international stage, ex-
perts also conducted work-
shops on vital topics like nu-
trition, anti-doping, and fe-
male health awareness. Each
athlete underwent rigorous
testing, including the famous
Yo-Yo test, to create personal-
ized fitness plans.

IIS Head of Performance
Science, Malcolm Geluk, led
the coaching team. He ex-
plained that since many play-
ers are new to structured gym
work, the focus was on build-
ing the specific power needed
to survive the grueling
40-minute matches. Haryana

Steelers captain Jaideep Dahi-
ya praised the world-class fa-
cility, noting that the combi-
nation of education and phys-
ical training is rare and in-
valuable.

Manisha Malhotra, Presi-
dent of IIS, expressed pride in
hosting the initiative, calling
it a first-of-its-kind learning
experience for her team. By
blending top-tier infrastruc-
ture with modern sports sci-
ence, the institute is ensuring
that India’s kabaddi stars have
the best possible chance to
bring home gold. This camp
marks a significant step for-
ward in professionalizing one
of India’s most beloved tradi-
tional sports.
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Modi hails SAMSON
or world cup heroics

NEW DELHI

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

TITANS bring big

party to home stadium

The Gujarat Titans are transforming home matches into
vibrant festivals, blending world-class cricket with garba,
games, and fan celebrations.

officially passed Virat Kohli’s
mark for the most runs by an
Indian in a single T20 World
Cup edition.

The batter’s path to glory
started with a slow burn but
ended in a blaze. He saved In-
dia with an unbeaten 97
against the West Indies when

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
shared high praise for cricket
star Sanju Samson, follow-
ing his incredible perfor-
mance in the 2026 T20
\ World Cup. Speaking to sup-
\ porters from Kerala, the

is at

beat

Prime
Minister Modi
praised 2026 T20
World Cup hero Sanju
Samson, whose record-
breaking runs led India
to a historic third title
and back-to-back
championship

glory.

Prime Minister described
Samson as a player who tru-
ly shines when the pressure

its highest.

Samson was the heart-

of India’s journey to

the trophy, eventually
earning the Player of

the Tournament
award. He finished
the event with a
massive 321 runs,
maintaining a
stunning average

of 80.25.
What impressed
fans most was his
speed, playing with
a strike rate near 200.

He didn't just score runs;
he broke records. Samson

the team faced a must-win sit-
uation.

He then stayed consistent,
smashing 89 runs in both the
semi-final against England and
the final against New Zealand.

Thanks to these efforts, In-
dia defeated the Kiwis by 96
runs in the final.

This victory is historic, mak-
ing India the first team to win
back-to-back titles and the first
to claim three trophies in total.

Prime Minister Modi noted
that Samson’s focus and confi-
dence serve as a great lesson
for every young athlete in the
country.

It was a proud moment for a
nation that lives and breathes
the sport.

AHMEDABAD

The cricket season is official-
ly back, and the Gujarat Ti-
tans are doing things differ-
ently this year. As they pre-
pare to face the Rajasthan
Royals at the Narendra Modi
Stadium, the team is turning
every home game into a mas-
sive, colorful festival for their
loyal supporters.

The fun starts the moment
you walk through the gates.
Two huge fan zones have
been set up to keep families
entertained long before the
first ball is bowled.

You can get your face
painted in team colors, create
your own cheering banners,

or test your skills at interac-
tive batting games. To keep
the local spirit alive, there
will be live music and tradi-
tional garba performances,
giving the stadium a true
community feel.

If you love taking photos,
you are in luck. Nine unique
art installations are spread
across the venue, offering the
perfect backdrop for your so-

cial media posts. You can
even visit the merchandise
stalls to get your name printed
on a jersey instantly.

Inside the stadium, the en-
ergy will stay high thanks to a
live DJ and a massive enter-
tainment stage. During match
breaks, special shows will
keep the crowd cheering.

To make sure everyone
feels like part of the family,
the team is giving away free
blue T-shirts and flags. The
goal is simple: the Titans
want to turn the stands into a
sea of blue and make sure ev-
ery fan goes home with a
smile, regardless of the final
score. It is more than just
cricket; it is a celebration.

Jitesh wants to prove

RCB victory lasting

BENGALURU

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
wicketkeeper Jitesh Sharma is
on a mission this season to
prove that the team’s 2025
IPL title was no fluke. Speak-
ing on the RCB Podcast,
Jitesh shared that winning the
franchise’s first trophy was a
magical experience, but he is
now focused on building a
lasting legacy of dominance.
Jitesh played a massive role
in that historic win, specifi-
cally recalling his quick-fire
24 runs off just 10 balls in
the final. He described
the last over of that
match as the longest
six balls of his life, |
driven by a desperate
hunger to bring the tro-
phy home. Beyond the
pitch, lJitesh
opened up
about the /g
emotional
weight of
losing his
father. He
finds com-
fort in the
fact that his

s
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PRADHAN AND YADAV
visit famous holy shrine

&

UJJAIN

The spiritual atmosphere
at Ujjain’s famous Ma-
hakaleshwar Temple
reached a new high, as
two prominent figures
joined the sacred Bhas-
ma Aarti. Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
and Indian fast bowler
Umesh Yadav stood
among the devotees to
offer their prayers at the
Mahakaleshwar Jyotirl-
inga, which remains one

father lived to see him wear
the India jersey and lift the
IPL trophy, an achievement
that means everything to him.

The stumper credited team-
mate Dinesh Karthik, whom
he calls "DK anna," for help-
ing him grow mentally and
technically. Karthik advised
him to take a break and reset
with family, which Jitesh says
made him feel "reborn" when
he returned to the Chinnas-
wamy Stadium.

Now, Jitesh sees himself as
more than just a keeper; he is
a finisher and a leader ready
for any role. While he

missed out on the latest
India selection, his ulti-
) mate goal remains re-
turning to the national
side.
As RCB starts the
season as defend-
ing champions,
Jitesh is excited
that teams will
play harder
against them,
promising
to meet that
challenge
head-on.

hakal brings him a
unique sense of peace
and satisfaction. It was a
moment of reflection for
the leader amidst his
busy schedule.
Cricketer Umesh Ya-
dav was equally thrilled
to be part of the morning
ritual. He expressed his
joy simply, saying he en-
joyed the experience im-
mensely and hoped for
the continued blessings
of Lord Mahakal. Yadav
has been a powerhouse

KOLKATA

Kolkata Knight Riders cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane has hit
back at critics questioning
his batting speed, claiming
detractors hold a personal
"agenda" against his success.

The veteran batter’s defiant
stance comes after KKR suf-
fered a 65-run loss to Sunris-

Rahane slams critics following KKR’s recent defeat

ers Hyderabad, leaving the
team winless after two
matches.

During the chase, Rahane
struggled to find his rhythm,
scoring only eight runs from
nine balls.

His difficulty against spin
during the powerplay con-
tributed to a disjointed in-
nings that saw KKR bowled

out for 161. Despite this, Ra-
hane was quick to defend his
recent record. He reminded
reporters that since 2023, his
strike rate remains among the
highest for Indian players,
second only to Abhishek
Sharma.

"People talking probably
aren't watching the game or
are just jealous," Rahane

stated during the post-match
press conference. He sug-
gested that his critics are
shocked by his evolved, ag-
gressive playing style.

The captain emphasized
that while he lacked "flow"
in this specific match, his in-
tent to play fearless cricket
alongside partner Finn Allen
remains unchanged.

GAIKWAD URGES PATIENCE
FOR CHENNATS YOUNG STARS

CHENNAI

Chennai Super Kings
captain Ruturaj Gaik-
wad has called for calm

. #P'® and patience as his
evolving squad pre-
pares to face Punjab
Kings. Following a

transition period for the

franchise, Gaikwad is
prioritizing the
mental well-be-
ing of his young
players over
immediate
scoreboard re-

newcomer.

sults. ment.
The current
CSK lineup

looks drastically
different this
season. With
- legendary fig-
. ure MS Dhoni
\- sidelined by
. injury and oth-

er veterans re-

tired, the team

and mistakes
learning

KLAASEN .

says Sunrisers learned
from past mistakes

KOLKATA tributed a quick 39
runs. Together,
they pushed the
Sunrisers to a
daunting total of 7
226.

The target was !
far too much for
the defending
champions,
KKR, who were
bowled out for
just 161 runs in 16
overs. Nitish Kumar

After a massive 65-run victory
against the Kolkata Knight Riders,
Sunrisers Hyderabad star Heinrich
Klaasen shared how a change in
mindset is fueling the team’s suc-
cess this season. Following the
match at Eden Gardens, the explo-
sive South African batter explained
that the squad has finally learned
from previous years, where players
often lost their wickets by trying to
hit big shots too early.

g

has leaned heavily on fresh talent. Their open-
ing match in Guwahati saw five players make
their debuts, including Sarfaraz Khan and
young wicketkeeper Kartik Sharma. While the
rookies struggled in the tough conditions,
Gaikwad remains firmly in their corner.

"You have to allow them to make mistakes,"
Gaikwad told reporters.

He emphasized that the high-pressure envi-
ronment of the IPL is a massive jump for any

The skipper believes that for players like
Ayush Mhatre and Dewald Brevis to succeed,
they must first feel free to express themselves
without the fear of instant criticism. He insists
that keeping the youngsters in a "good head-
space" is the key to their long-term develop-

This supportive leadership style mirrors the
classic CSK philosophy of building player
confidence through stability. While the team
integrates seasoned stars like Sanju Samson,
the focus remains on nurturing the next gener-
ation. Gaikwad stressed that these early games
are just the beginning of their professional
journeys. As the tournament intensifies, the
captain’s message is clear: growth takes time,

are simply part of the
process.
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new cup to find stars

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Capitals are official-
ly hunting for the next genera-
tion of cricket legends. The
franchise has announced the
launch of the DC Global Acad-
emy Cup, a special T20 tour-
nament designed to give young
players from their worldwide
network a taste of professional
competition. This week-long
event will run until April 9,
bringing together some of the
brightest young talents in the
sport. The matches are
being held at two main
venues: the DC Ball

¢4 Park Ground in Palam
B  Vihar and the AB Ris-

. ing Cricket Academy
in Chhawla. Seven dif-

ferent academies, in-
cluding some international
participants like DC Lon-
don, are competing in
> the Ul3 and U15
. agC categories.

: Each team is
guaranteed
to play at
(R least four

Delhi Capitals set for
thrilling home opener

The Delhi Capitals

are ready for their first
home game of the sea-
son against the Mum-
bai Indians at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium. The
Delhi & District Cricket
Association (DDCA)
has worked hard to
ensure fans enjoy a
fresh and improved
experience. DDCA Sec-
retary Ashok Sharma
said upgrades began
during the recent T20
World Cup. The stadi-
um now features new
branding, decorations,
cleaner washrooms,
and enhanced media
boxes. Recent rainfall
has made the outfield
lush, and the wicket has
been carefully prepared
for top-quality play.

for Indian cricket since
his debut back in 2010.
Over his career, he has
played 141 international
matches and taken 288
wickets, including three
impressive five-wicket
hauls. Though he last
wore the India jersey in
2023 during the tough
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
against Australia, he re-
mains a fan favorite.

of the most respected
Shiva shrines in the
country.

For Minister Pradhan,
the visit was a deeply
moving experience.
Speaking to reporters af-
terward, he shared how
spiritually fulfilling it
felt to attend the ceremo-
ny on the very first day
of Vaisakh. He noted that
every visit to Lord Ma-

Klaasen showed off this new,
smarter approach during his steady
knock of 52 runs from 35 balls. In-
stead of swinging at every delivery
from the start, he focused on rotat-
ing the strike and settling in. He
credited openers Abhishek Sharma
and Travis Head for providing such
high-speed starts that the middle
order no longer feels desperate to
force the run rate. This freedom
allowed Klaasen to build a crucial
82-run partnership with young tal-
ent Nitish Kumar Reddy, who con-

Reddy proved to be the

hero of the day, following up
his batting with two key wick-
ets. He was well-supported by
bowlers Jaydev Unadkat and
Eshan Malinga, who also
took two wickets each. By
balancing aggression with
smart game management, the
Sunrisers are proving they are
a much more dangerous and
mature team in 2026. They ar-
en't just playing hard, they are

¥ 3
playing smart. YROG

5 or five
\ match-
ha' s, en-  do. Sunil Gupta, the CEO of
“&> suring Delhi Capitals, explained that
every the goal is to provide a struc-
child tured environment where kids
g et s can learn the real demands of
plenty  the game. It is not just about
of time  playing; it is about exposing
‘on the them to the professional eco-
fieldto  system that surrounds cricket
show  today. The franchise plans to

what
they
_can

keep a close eye on standout
performers, tracking their
progress for long-term devel-
opment. This move follows the
success of the 2025 DC School
Cup, proving the team is seri-
ous about building a direct
path from neighborhood parks
to the big leagues. By invest-
ing in these kids now, the Cap-
itals are securing a very bright
future for the sport.
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