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Who made
thecut?

PM Narendraswamy
Shivaraj Tangadagi
Rudrappa Lamani
KS Basavanthappa
B Nagendra
T Raghumurthy
BZ Zameer Ahmed Khan
Rizwan Arshad
Santosh Lad
Madhu Bangarappa
Putturangashetty

Dr Ajay Singh
N Chaluvaraya Swamy
KM Shivalinge Gowda
HC Balakrishna
Basavaraj Rayareddi
Vijayanand Kashappanavar

Laxman Savadi

New faces for
legislative posts

Legislative Assembly

Legislative Council
Chairman: Saleem Ahmed
Deputy Chairperson: Umashree

Deputy Speaker: AS Ponnanna‘ @ .
03
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The belated rejig sparked an immediate internal rebellion,
with senior leaders protesting omissions, multiple MLAs resigning,
and key figures skipping the swearing-in ceremony at Lok Bhavan.

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Monday inducted 19 leaders
into his expanded Karnataka
cabinet, completing the
much-awaited ministry expan-
sion while exposing the fault
lines within the ruling Con-
gress.

The swearing-in ceremony at
Lok Bhavan came amid
last-minute changes to the final
list, simmering discontent
among senior leaders and the
conspicuous absence of former
chief minister Siddaramaiah.

The portfolios of the new-
ly-inducted ministers are ex-
pected to be announced sepa-
rately. Among the notable de-
velopments was the induction
of S S Mallikarjun, who re-
placed Mankal Vaidya after
last-minute changes to the list
approved by the Congress high
command.

Among the biggest talking
points of the cabinet expansion
was the omission of Gayathri
Shantegowda. The Congress
MLC from the Kuruba commu-
nity said her name had figured
in the list approved by the par-
ty high command and that she
had expected to be sworn in.

“I was supposed to take oath
today, but it did not happen.

DKS hits back on ministerial berth row

With dissent spilling into the open, Chief £
Minister DK Shivakumar sought to play
down the unrest, saying it was “not pos-
sible to accommodate everyone" in the
expanded ministry. Recalling his own
political journey, he said he too had
once missed out on a cabinet berth in
Siddaramaiah’s government before

eventually becoming a minister. “Earlier, * !

| too had missed out on a cabinet berth
in Siddaramaiah’s cabinet. But didn’t |
become a minister later? “Similarly, we

will ensure that everyone gets an oppor- =~

tunity in the future," he said, urging dis-
appointed legislators to remain patient.

Naturally, I am disappointed,”
Shantegowda said. She de-
clined to speculate on why she
was dropped from the final list,
saying she did not know the
reason. Asked about Siddara-
maiah’s absence from the
swearing-in ceremony, she said
she was unaware of the matter
and had only come to wish the
former chief minister on his
birthday.

The expansion also reflects
the Congress’s attempt to bal-
ance caste and regional equa-
tions. The ministry retains sev-
en Lingayat ministers and five
Vokkaliga ministers, while also
including seven Scheduled
Caste ministers, three Sched-

uled Tribe representatives, five
OBC leaders and three Muslim
ministers. The Congress has
also approved Saleem Ahmed
as Chairman of the Legislative
Council, taking minority repre-
sentation in key constitutional
positions to four.

If the swearing-in celebrated
those who made the cut, the
political conversation outside
the venue centred on those who
did not.

Several senior Congress
leaders, including HK Patil,
Dinesh Gundu Rao, Lakshmi
Hebbalkar, Shivanand Patil,
RB Thimmapur, RV Desh-
pande, K Venkatesh, Krishnap-
pa, Tanveer Sait, Appaji Nada-

\

attended the meeting.

Senior Congress leader KH
Muniyappa also expressed dis-
satisfaction over his portfolio
allocation and sought a change.

, but only 19 take oath; DKS admits to rumblings in Cong camp
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Siddu disgruntled

BENGALURU

The political storm over Karna-
taka’s cabinet expansion intensi-
fied on Monday after former
chief minister Siddaramaiah
skipped the swearing-in cere-
mony at Lok Bhavan, where
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar inducted the new council
of ministers.

His absence from the
high-profile event came amid
growing dissent within the Con-
gress over the final cabinet list.
According to sources, Siddara-
maiah was unhappy with the
removal of Gayathri Shante
Gowda’s name from the list of
ministers. Gowda, a prominent
Kuruba leader, was reportedly
dropped at the last minute.

On the dais were Governor
Gehlot, Chief Minister D K Shi-
vakumar and Deputy Chief Min-
ister G Parameshwara, while
newly inducted ministers, in-
cluding Ajay Singh, took the
oath of office.

Siddaramaiah’s decision to
stay away comes as the Con-
gress grapples with discontent
over the cabinet expansion,
with resignations, closed-door
meetings and public expres-
sions of disappointment by
leaders who missed out on
ministerial berths.

Sources said Siddaramaiah
was unhappy over the ex-
clusion of Gayathri Shan-
tegowda from the final

The political intrigue deep-
ened after Shantegowda herself
confirmed that she had been ex-
pecting to take oath. Speaking to
reporters, the Congress leader
said her name was on the list ap-
proved by the party high com-
mand but she was ultimately left
out. “I was supposed to take oath
today, but it did not happen. Nat-
urally, I am disappointed," she
said, adding that she did not wish
to comment further. Shantegow-
da said she had only come to
wish former chief minister Sid-
daramaiah on his birthday and
was unaware of why he skipped
the swearing-in ceremony.

Her exclusion came only days
after the Karnataka High Court
ruled in her favour in a four-and-
a-half-year legal battle, declar-
ing her the successful candidate
in the Legislative Council elec-
tion against BJP’s M K Pranesh.
The last-minute omission has
added another flashpoint to the
Congress’s cabinet expansion,
which has already trig-
gered dis-
sent from
several
 party
leaders.

cabinet list. An MLC
from the Kuruba com-

Expansion exposes Cong internal bickering

the decision to

With disappointed
leaders weighing their
options and fresh signs
of unrest emerging from
within the party, the
Congress leadership now
faces the challenge of
restoring unity while
keeping its Karnataka
government stable.

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Cabinet ex-
pansion plunged into fresh
controversy on Monday after
a last-minute change reduced
the high command-approved
list of 20 ministers to 19, with
Gayathri Shanthagowda, the
lone woman leader in the
original list, losing her minis-
terial berth just before the

swearing-in ceremony.

The development came
alongside the resignations of
two Congress MLAs who
protested after being denied
Cabinet positions, exposing
growing discontent within the
ruling party.

The dramatic developments
unfolded hours before the
oath-taking ceremony at Lok
Bhavan in Bengaluru, where
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar’s expanded Cabinet was
formally inducted.

The Congress high com-
mand had earlier finalised a
list of 20 ministers. However,
only 19 leaders eventually
took oath, with Gayathri
Shanthagowda being the only
person from the approved list
who did not become a minis-
ter.

According to party sources,

drop Gayath-
ri’s name was
taken follow- |4
ing sudden ¥
political de-

velopments in =

the final hours

before the ceremony.

The intense competition
among women legislators for
the lone woman ministerial
slot is believed to have played
a key role in the last-minute
change.

Gayathri’s ministerial
chance slips away

AV Gayathri Shantegowda,
an MLC from the influential
Kuruba community, who was
expected to be the sole wom-
an inductee, was dropped
from the final list and was

4

My name was on the High
ommand’s list. | was
upposed to take oath today,
sut it did not happen.
aturally, | am disappointed.

—Gayathri Shantegowda, MLC

absent from the swearing-in
ceremony. The omission
comes amid growing discon-
tent within the Karnataka
Congress over the cabinet ex-
pansion, with several leaders
expressing disappointment
over ministerial berths and
the final composition of the
ministry.

The woman ministerial po-
sition had reportedly become
the focus of intense lobbying,
with competition involving
Lakshmi Hebbalkar and Uma-
shree despite Gayathri’s in-
clusion in the initial list.

Her exclusion is particular-

ly significant as it comes just
days after a major legal victo-

bringing to an end a four-and-
a-half-year legal battle against
BJP leader and Legislative
Council Deputy Chairman M
K Pranesh. Having only re-

being dropped at the eleventh
hour.

munity, Shantegowda
had been expected to
be the only woman
inducted into the min-
istry before her name
was removed in the
final round of
changes.

~
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Discontent spills onto streets

BENGALURU: Hours after the

Congress unveiled the final list

of 20 new Cabinet inductees
into the DK Shivakumar govern-
ment in Karnataka on Monday,
disappointment among leaders
who missed out quickly spilled
onto the streets, with supporters
staging protests across several
districts and at least two MLAs
indicating they would resign
from the Assembly.

Itis disap-
pointing that

afterso many

years of service to the

state
and the party, | have not been
considered to serve the govern-
ment in this cabinet.

-Dinesh Gundu Rao, Former minister

TN moves SC seeking
timely release of

Brij Bhushan Singh cleared in

Prashant Kishor scripts Bankipur stunner

’
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Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor on Monday
scored a major political vic-
tory by winning the Banki-
pur Assembly by-election in
Bihar, wresting a seat the
BJP had held continuously
since 1995.

Making his electoral debut,
the noted political strategist
defeated BJP candidate Neer-
aj Kumar by 19,324 votes.

Kishor secured 64,151
votes, defeating Kumar, a
BJP youth wing leader who
was fielded at short notice
after the party's original nom-
inee, Abhishek, withdrew
from the contest at the last
moment. The by-election was
necessitated after BJP nation-

ment to implement a Cauvery Water
Management Authority decision of
July 30 to ensure the release of 3,500 cu-
secs for 15 days from its two reservoirs
at Kabini and Krishna Raja Sagara.

TNs approach to the SC for the re-
lease of 4.536 TMC (at the rate of
3,500 cusecs for 15 days) on or before
August 12 has come even as Karnata-
ka CM DK Shivakumar said the water
situation has become “slightly better”
while urging Kannada organisations to
withdraw their State-wide bandh plan
on August 13. TN urged the court to
direct the CWMA to issue an appropri-
ate direction to Karnataka to make
good, on a pro-rata basis, the shortfall
at the inter-state point of Billigundulu
for the period from June 1 to August
12, and in this regard release 26.954
TMC of water forthwith.

Singh on Monday was
acquitted by Delhi's
Rouse Avenue Court in
the sexual harassment
case filed by multiple
women wrestlers.

The court also acquit-
ted another accused, sus-
pended assistant secre-
tary of WFI, Vinod
Tomar. Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate
(ACIM) Ashwini Panwar
announced the judgement
with a detailed order
awaited.

In May 2024, a court
had ordered the framing
of a charge of criminal
intimidation against
Singh following six

secured 66,757 votes, while Tiwari polled
60,741 votes after all 15 rounds of count-
ing. The voting for the high-stakes Datia
Assembly by-election in Madhya Pradesh
was held on July 30. The bypoll was necessi-
tated following the disqualification of sitting
Congress MLA Rajendra Bharti in April, after
a Delhi court convicted and sentenced himin
a bank fraud and cheating case.

BJP retains Manjalpur
Vadodara: The BJP has retained the Manjal-
pur seat in Gujarat’s Vadodara district, with
its candidate, Satendrabhai Patel, defeating
Congress nominee Bhikhabhai Rabari by over
thirty thousand votes. According to the Elec-
tion Commission, Mr Patel secured 55,481
votes, while Mr Rabari polled 24,851 votes
after all 20 rounds of counting. The bypoll
was necessitated after the seat fell vacant
following the death of senior BJP MLA and
former Gujarat minister Yogesh Patel.

After a Delhi court on
Monday acquitted Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh
and co-accused Vinod
Tomar in the sexual
harassment case, World
Championships medal-
list Vinesh Phogat said
that all women wres-
tlers will appeal against
a Delhi court's decision
to acquit him. "The
women wrestlers have
instructed their lawyers
to appeal against
this decision, and the
appeal will be filed as
soon as possible. We
have not lost hope,
and the wrestlers will
continue their fight,"
Phogat posted on 'X".

S BN
al president Nitin Nabin va-
cated the Bankipur seat.

The victory marks a signif-
icant breakthrough for Kishor
and his Jan Suraaj Party, with
Bankipur long regarded as a
BJP stronghold. It is the first
time since 1995 that the con-
stituency has slipped from
the party's hands.

Hours before the annouce-
ment, the Jan Suraaj founder
lashed out at Bihar CM Sam-
rat Choudhary, claiming his
impending victory was a
strong message to the BJP
about the need for better
leadership in the state.

women wrestlers' allega-
tion against the BJP lead-
er. It had, however, dis-
charged him in a com-
plaint filed by one of the
six women wrestlers.
The Delhi Police had
filed a chargesheet
against Singh, a six-time
MP, on June 15 under
sections 354 (assault or
criminal force to a wom-
an with intent to outrage
her modesty), 354A (sex-
ual harassment), 354D
(stalking) and 506 (crim-
inal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code.
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KRISHNA BYRE GOWDA LAUNCHES
PETE FIRE HYDRANT NETWORK

First fire hydrant network commissioned along5|de white- topped roads in Bengaluru Pete on Monday.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda on Monday said Ben-
galuru Pete has received its
first-ever fire hydrant system
integrated into newly con-
structed white-topped roads,
enabling firefighters to re-
spond quickly and extinguish
fires during emergencies.

Speaking to reporters after
inaugurating the newly devel-
oped white-topped roads on
Tank Bund Road and Rangas-
wamy Temple Road (R.T.
Street) in the Gandhinagar
Assembly constituency under
the Bengaluru Central City
Corporation limits, the Minis-
ter said the project was aimed
at improving civic infrastruc-
ture and public safety.

He said B-SMILE had com-
pleted the development of the
two major roads by simulta-
neously laying BWSSB water
supply and underground
drainage lines, constructing
pedestrian-friendly footpaths
and creating a comprehensive
utility duct network. The inte-
grated approach was intended
to prevent repeated road dig-
ging in the future.

Krishna Byre Gowda said
196 km of white-topping
works had been completed
under the first phase across
the city. Under the second
phase, 60 km of the planned
120 km had already been
completed, while the remain-
ing works would be finished
by the end of December. A
third phase covering 250 km

Approval delays stall
Bengaluru real estate
projects

CH News, Bengaluru
Approvals for key real es-
tate proposals, including
building plans, change of
land use (CLU) and occu-
pancy certificates (OCs),

have slowed sharply at
the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) and the
Urban Development De-
partment (UDD), leaving
several projects in limbo.
Builders said the delays,
ongoing for nearly two
months, have affected
project completion and
property handovers to
homebuyers. Industry
representatives claimed
the issue is widespread
and blamed administra-
tive changes and pending
work allocation. While
the GBA maintained de-
lays were limited to ap-
plications with deficien-
cies, developers said
hundreds of proposals
remain pending and have
taken up the issue with
the Confederation of Real
Estate Developers’ Asso-
ciations of India
(CREDAI).

Investment frauds
dominate Bengaluru
cybercrime

CH News, Bengaluru
Investment frauds involv-
ing online trading plat-
forms, fake share market
schemes and part-time
job offers have emerged
as Bengaluru’s biggest
cybercrime threat, ac-
cording to police data
from 2022 to June 2026.
The city recorded 59,951
cybercrime cases involv-
ing losses of 35,059 crore
during the period. Police
recovered 2611 crore and
returned 2414 crore to
victims. While OTP-
based scams and digital
arrest frauds have de-
clined due to greater
public awareness, deep-
fake and deep nude cas-
es are rising. Police also
warned about the
emerging ‘Boss Scam),
where fraudsters imper-
sonate senior executives
to trick employees into
making urgent payments
or purchasing gift cards.

of roads at an estimated cost
of 23,000 crore would be
launched before December,
he added.

He acknowledged that road
works could cause temporary
inconvenience to the public
but noted that white-topped
roads have a lifespan of over
25 years, significantly reduc-
ing long-term maintenance
costs. He added that work on
roads with heavy traffic could
take longer and officials had
been instructed to speed up
execution.

On public sanitation, the
Minister said surveys con-
ducted by civic organisations
had classified public toilets
into well-maintained, repair-
able and dilapidated catego-
ries. Based on these findings,
the government would reno-
vate existing facilities, con-
struct new toilets where re-
quired and introduce modern
designs across the city.

He clarified that public toi-
lets built on footpaths would

be removed only after alterna-
tive facilities were provided,
as all toilets could not be dis-
mantled simultaneously due
to public necessity.

Gandhinagar MLA Dinesh
Gundu Rao said Gandhinagar
and Majestic were among
Bengaluru's oldest localities
and road infrastructure had
been upgraded in phases over
the years. Similar modern
road projects with integrated
civic infrastructure would be
implemented in other parts of
the city, he said.

He noted that the narrow
roads in the Pete area often
prevented fire engines from
entering during emergen-
cies. To address this, the
new white-topping projects
had incorporated a fire hy-
drant network to ensure im-
mediate water supply for
firefighting. He said the
project combined modern
technology with infrastruc-
ture development to en-
hance public safety.

1. TANK BUND ROAD
(UPPARPET POLICE
STATIONTO
SHANTHALAJUNCTION)
- Length: 418 metres

» Cost: 28.74 crore

« White-topping: 10.5 metres
wide, 180 mm thick

Features:

o 1,000 mm diameter
stormwater drain

0 Pedestrian-friendly footpaths |

o Integrated utility ducts for
power and optical fibre cables

KEY PROJECT DETAILS

[——

A new "eeze" precast public toilet
developed by BSWML was also
inaugurated. Located in the busy
transit hub serving Metro, KSRTC
and BMTC commuters, the facility
was built entirely using precast
technology and incorporates a
percolation-
based odour
control system. It
provides
separate
facilities for men,
women,
transgender
persons and
persons with
disabilities, along

2.R.T. Street (Srinivasa Mandir Road to Avenue Road)

- Length: 645 metres
- Cost: 32.52 crore

FEATURES:

o Grey and red zig-zag paver

buffer zone

- White-topping: 3
metres wide, 150
mm thick

o Improved streetscape for the
commercial corridor

First fire hydrant network in Bengaluru Pete

The highlight of the R.T. Street project is the installation
of a state-of-the-art fire hydrant network, the first of its
kind in Bengaluru Pete. The historic locality's narrow
roads have often restricted access for fire engines,
resulting in delays during emergencies. The hydrant
system has been introduced to ensure immediate
water availability and faster emergency response.
It is the first time such life-saving infrastructure
has been integrated into Bengaluru's road network.
Both roads have also been equipped with interna-
tional-standard antique-finish LED streetlights and
thermoplastic road markings to improve visibility,
road safety and commuter convenience.

Voters asked to submit
enumeration forms before
August 8 deadline under SIR
exercise statewide

v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Additional District Elec-
tion Officer, Bengaluru North,
and Commissioner of the
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration, Pommala Sunil Ku-
mar, on Monday urged all el-
igible voters to submit their
enumeration forms by August
8 as the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of the electoral
roll entered its final phase.
He said the Election Com-
mission of India had revised
the schedule, under which
door-to-door visits by enu-
merators and Booth Level
Officers (BLOs), along with
the collection of enumeration
forms, would conclude on
August 8. Eligible voters
were advised to complete the
process within the stipulated
time to ensure their names
and details were correctly re-
flected in the electoral roll.

Sunil Kumar said residents

Submit electoral
forms by August
8, voters urged

SIR Schedule Karnataka
Last date for door-
August 8, | to-door visits and
2026 collection of
enumeration forms.
August 17, | Publication of draft
2026 electoral roll.
August 17 to Period for filing
September claims and
16,2026 objections.
October19, | Publication of the
2026 final electoral roll.

facing any difficulty or confu-
sion regarding the SIR pro-
cess could immediately con-
tact the 1950 Voter Helpline
for assistance. The helpline
would provide support for is-
sues such as non-visitation by
BLOs, non-availability of
forms, guidance on filling
forms and submitting support-
ing documents, verification of
submitted forms, corrections
or additions to voter details,
and prompt resolution of
grievances.

He appealed to all voters to
make use of the opportunity
and cooperate in preparing a
clean, accurate and compre-
hensive electoral roll.

EEFC pilot eases traffic at
Kaggadasapura junction

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru East City Cor-
poration said its pilot En-
forced Easy Flow Corridor
(EEFC) model had signifi-
cantly reduced traffic conges-
tion at the Kaggadasapura
Railway Crossing and Kagga-
dasapura Main Road without
widening roads or undertak-
ing major civil works.

Additional Commissioner
Lokhande Snehal Sudhakar
said the model relied on sci-
entific traffic studies and lo-
cation-specific engineering
measures to optimise existing
road space. The pilot covered
about 175 metres around the
railway crossing, including
stretches towards Kagga-
dasapura Main Road, Vignan
Nagar and Mahadevapura.

According to the corpora-
tion, queue clearance time
after the railway gate opened
had reduced by 60 to 75 per
cent, while travel time
through the junction had fall-
en by 50 to 60 per cent.
Wrong-lane driving also de-
clined by 90 to 97 per cent.
The number of vehicles pass-
ing through the junction every
15 minutes increased from
300-400 to over 700.

The interventions included
strategically placed barri-
cades, lane dividers, traffic
signage, a push-pull chain
system, vehicle channelisa-
tion and measures to prevent
wrong-way movement. The

EEFC Pilot Results

The Enforced Easy Flow
Corridor (EEFC) model
reduced queue clear-
ance time by 60-75 per
cent and travel time by
50-60 per cent at the
Kaggadasapura Railway
Crossing. Wrong-lane
entries fell by up to 97
per cent, while vehicle
throughput increased
to over 700 every 15
minutes. The corpora-
tion planned to extend
the model to five more
traffic congestion points
in its jurisdiction during
the first phase.

barricades were designed with
an interlocking mechanism,
enabling traffic police to
quickly create emergency pas-
sages for ambulances and fire
service vehicles. Each barri-
cade weighed less than 20 kg,
allowing a single officer to
remove or reposition it when
required. Officials said the
pilot had demonstrated that
scientific traffic engineering
could improve mobility with-
out expensive infrastructure
expansion. Encouraged by the
results, the Bengaluru East
City Corporation identified
five major traffic bottlenecks
across its jurisdiction for im-
plementation of the EEFC
model in the first phase.
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Landslip disru;

bts Bengaluru-

Mangaluru rail services for second day

Heavy rains triggered landslip, disrupting Bengaluru-Mangaluru
train services and stranding thousands of passengers statewide

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rail services on the Bengalu-
ru-Mangaluru route remained
severely disrupted for the sec-
ond consecutive day after a
major landslip blocked the rail-
way track between Yadakumari
(Edakumeri) and Siribagilu
stations in Sakleshpur taluk of
Hassan district.

The landslip, triggered by
heavy monsoon rain on Satur-
day night, sent mud and debris
onto the railway track, forcing
the cancellation, diversion and
short termination of several
passenger trains. Railway offi-
cials suspended operations on
the affected stretch and
launched restoration work with
over 200 personnel from the
Mysuru Division of South
Western Railway.

Continuous rainfall ham-
pered debris clearance as loose
soil repeatedly slid onto the
track. Railway workers de-
ployed sandbags along vulner-
able slopes to prevent further
erosion while engineers carried
out safety inspections.

A railway official said,
"Train services will resume
only after engineers certify that
the affected track is completely
safe for operations."

Several services, including
the Yesvantpur- Mangaluru
Junction Express, Mangaluru
Junction-Yesvantpur Express,
Yesvantpur-Karwar Express
and Gomateshwara Express,
remained cancelled, while
long-distance trains such as the
Vijayapura-Mangaluru Central,
Kozhikode-KSR Bengaluru
and SMVT Bengaluru-Mur-
deshwar Expresses were divert-
ed through alternate routes.

The disruption stranded
thousands of passengers at
Hassan, Sakleshpur, Subrah-
manya Road, Bantwal and Put-
tur stations. Families, students,
tourists and office-goers faced
long delays, with many opting
for buses and private vehicles
after seeking ticket refunds.

The disruption also affected
candidates travelling from the
coastal and Malnad regions to
Bengaluru for the Civil Police
Constable recruitment examina-
tion, prompting demands on so-
cial media for a re-examination
for those unable to reach their
centres. Railway authorities ar-
ranged food and refreshments
for stranded passengers and ad-
vised travellers to verify train
schedules before commencing
their journeys as restoration and
monitoring continued.

At a Glance
m Affected section:
Yadakumari-Siribagilu,
Sakleshpur Ghat

B Cause: Landslip
triggered by heavy

Major Impact

The landslip disrupted over-
night rail connectivity between
Bengaluru and the coast,
affecting passengers, tourists
and Civil Police Constable

rainfall

M Railway personnel
deployed: Over 200

B Services affected:
Cancellations,

recruitment aspirants. Sev-
eral trains were cancelled or
diverted, while thousands
remained stranded at railway
stations. South Western Rail-

diversions and short
terminations

B Passengers affected:
Thousands stranded
across multiple stations

W Safety status: Services
to resume only after
engineering clearance

way deployed more than 200
personnel to restore the track,
but persistent rain delayed op-
erations. Authorities continued
safety inspections and urged
passengers to check train
status through official railway
channels before travelling.

l

Kabini

CH NEWS SALEM

The Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) said water re-
leased from Karnataka’s Ka-
bini Dam was expected to
cross into Tamil Nadu and
reach the Mettur Dam by
Monday night or Tuesday.
Following heavy rainfall in
Karnataka, the state govern-
ment had begun releasing
Cauvery water from the Kabi-
ni reservoir on Saturday. The
discharge started at 500 cu-
secs and was gradually in-
creased to 5,000 cusecs be-
fore reaching 25,000 cusecs
by Saturday night. Officials
had initially expected the wa-
ter to reach Tamil Nadu on
Sunday evening, but the flow
was delayed as the dry Cauv-

ery rlverbed absorbed a sub-
stantial quantity of water.
WRD officials said the
present discharge of 25,000
cusecs was expected to con-
tinue for the next few days.
They noted that if the Mettur
Dam received an inflow of

;i- [— ':rm

25,000 cusecs for an entire
day, the reservoir level could
rise by nearly four feet. Once
the water level crossed 90
feet, the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment would decide on releas-
ing water for irrigation in the
Cauvery delta region.

release to boost Mettur inflow

Officials also stated that
Tamil Nadu was likely to re-
ceive a larger volume of Cauv-
ery water only after the Krish-
naraja Sagar (KRS) Dam in
Karnataka reached its full stor-
age capacity. At present, the
reservoir held around 20 tmc ft
of water against its total capac-
ity of 49.45 tmc ft. If rainfall
continued over the next several
days, the KRS reservoir was
expected to fill within 10 days,
allowing surplus water to flow
downstream.

On Sunday, the Mettur
Dam’s water level stood at
73.33 feet against its full res-
ervoir level of 120 feet. Stor-
age was recorded at 35.63 tmc
ft, while drinking water re-
leases into the Cauvery River
continued at 1,500 cusecs.

Fraudster posing as EC official
cheats octogenarian of 3.5 lakh

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An 82-year-old Bengaluru
resident was allegedly cheat-
ed of nearly %3.5 lakh by a
cyber fraudster posing as an
Election Commission official
who claimed that the victim's
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) form verification had
been rejected.

According to police, the
victim, Parthasarati, a resident
of Rustam Bagh, received a
WhatsApp call from an un-
known number on July 30.
The caller introduced himself
as an officer of the Election
Commission of India and
told the octogenarian that his
previously submitted SIR
verification form had been

rejected.

The fraudster then sent a
link through WhatsApp and
asked Parthasarati to fill out
a fresh application by enter-
ing personal details, includ-
ing his name, father's name,
mobile number and residen-
tial address. After completing
the form, the victim was in-
structed to pay 5 as a pro-
cessing fee.

When the payment through
his credit card reportedly
failed, the caller assured him
that he would complete the
transaction and asked him to
scan a QR code. Soon after-
wards, 33,49,999 was al-
legedly debited from the vic-
tim's credit card account
without his authorisation.
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Cabinet expansion sparks
resignation of two Cong MLAs

Cabinet exclusions triggered resignations, exposing discontent within K'taka Cong

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The expansion of the Karna-
taka Cabinet on Monday trig-
gered fresh unrest within the
ruling Congress after Indi
MLA Yashavantarayagouda
V. Patil and Sagar MLA Belur
Gopalakrishna resigned from
the Legislative Assembly, ex-
pressing dissatisfaction over
being denied ministerial
berths.

Both legislators submitted
their resignations shortly be-
fore the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of 20 new ministers at Lok
Bhavan in Bengaluru, intensi-
fying pressure on the party
leadership.

Patil handed over his resig-
nation to Pro-tem Speaker
Rudrappa Lamani at Vidhana
Soudha. His supporters later
staged a protest, alleging that
the Congress leadership had
treated him unfairly after re-

Apartment Bill
proposes federations
for disputes

CH News, Bengaluru
The proposed Karnataka
Apartment (Ownership
and Management) Bill,
2026 aims to resolve dis-
putes in apartment com-
plexes with multiple asso-
ciations by providing for
the formation of federa-
tions to manage shared in-
frastructure and common
facilities. Under the draft
legislation, separate asso-
ciations in multi-phase or
multi-tower projects can
form a federation respon-
sible for maintaining com-
mon areas, regulating
shared facilities and ap-
portioning maintenance
costs. Federations must
register with the Urban De-
velopment Department,
which is required to issue
registration certificates
within 60 days if all condi-
tions are met. Residents
believe the proposal will
improve governance and
reduce conflicts over
maintenance, finances and
common amenities.

Ex-B’luru employee
earns 328 lakh a year
selling drinking water

CH News, Bengaluru
A former Bengaluru em-
ployee who quit an 211
lakh-per-annum corporate
job is reportedly earning
nearly 228 lakh annually
through a drinking water
supply business in his
hometown. According to
an X post by Ankit Pandey,
the entrepreneur set up a
water purification plant on
family-owned land and
now supplies water to
around 300 homes and
shops, delivering about
300 cans daily at 230 per
can. The business report-
edly generates 22.7 lakh in
monthly revenue and
around 22.35 lakh in
monthly profit after ex-
penses. The viral post
sparked debate online,
with many users praising
small businesses that
meet essential everyday
needs.

oy

The leadership failed to E
. keep the promise made to e
g(_)rtedly éls%lnn% me. | had no other option réOt quitting ;hi
1m a Labine but to resign. ongress bu
position. said the circum-
—Yashavantarayagouda

He claimed he
had been promised a
ministerial berth before
the 2023 Assembly elections
and was later assured he
would be inducted after two-
and-a-half years. However,
his name was omitted from
the final list despite allegedly
remaining under consider-
ation until Monday morning.

Patil clarified that he was

V Patil

stances had com-

pelled him to resign

as MLA. He described
the decision as an insult to the
voters of his constituency and
said he would consult his sup-
porters before deciding his
next course of action.

Belur Gopalakrishna also
resigned from the Assembly,
although he did not immedi-
ately issue a detailed public

CABINET
EXPANSION

FALLOUT

- MLAs resigned: 2.

- Resigned legislators:
Yashavantarayagouda V. Patil,
Belur Gopalakrishna.

- Reason: Exclusion from
Cabinet.

+ Resignation submitted to:
Pro-tem Speaker Rudrappa
Lamani.

statement explaining his deci-
sion.

The twin resignations high-
lighted simmering resentment
within the Congress, with
several leaders reportedly un-
happy over being left out of
the Cabinet expansion under-
taken nearly two months after
D.K. Shivakumar assumed
office as Chief Minister.

B’luru South Corporation clears
116.76 km of footpath encroachments

Fresh drive removed 1.20 km of encroachments to
improve pedestrian safety and accessibility

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru South City
Corporation on Monday said
it had cleared encroachments
from 116.76 km of footpaths
across its jurisdiction so far,
as part of an ongoing cam-
paign to ensure safer and ob-
struction-free movement for
pedestrians. Acting on the
directions of Greater Bengal-
uru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda and
Corporation Commissioner
K.N. Ramesh, the civic body
intensified its footpath clear-
ance drive and removed en-
croachments from an addi-
tional 1.20 km of footpaths
during Monday's operation.

The drive was conducted in
coordination with the Traffic
Police, Law and Order Police
and other departments to re-
move unauthorised structures,
pushcarts and commercial en-
croachments along major and
internal roads.

In the Jayanagar Zone, offi-
cials cleared 0.50 km of foot-
paths on 9th Main and 10th
Main roads, removing 10

pushcarts. In HSR Layout,
0.70 km of footpaths along
31st Main Road were freed by
removing 15 petty shops, 10
AC sheet projections/canopies,
12 staircases and ramps, and
three temporary sheds.
Corporation personnel used
machinery and vehicles to dis-
mantle illegal structures and
clear pathways that had ob-
structed pedestrian movement.
Commissioner K.N. Ramesh
said the campaign would con-
tinue in the coming days to
reclaim public spaces and en-
sure that footpaths remain safe
and accessible for all users.

Total footpaths cleared
Cleared on Monday
Jayanagar
HSR Layout
Pushcarts removed

Shops/petty shops
removed

Canopies removed

Staircases/ramps
removed

Temporary sheds
removed

16 Karnataka districts report over
12% voters under ASDDO category

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

At least 16 districts in Karna-
taka, most of them classified
as backward, have

reported more than 12 per
cent of voters under the Ab-
sent, Shifted, Duplicate,
Dead and Others (ASDDO)
category during the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, rais-
ing concerns over migration
and documentation gaps.

The districts include Kala-
buragi, Yadgir, Raichur, Bal-
lari, Bidar, Vijayapura,
Bagalkot, Koppal, Gadag,
Dharwad, Kolar, Kodagu,
Mysuru, Davangere, Shiva-
mogga and Vijayanagar.

According to official data

available until 4 p.m. on Au-
gust 2, Kalaburagi recorded
the highest ASDDO percent-
age at 21.95 per cent, fol-
lowed by Mysuru (20.59%),
Yadgir (17.86%), Raichur
(17.73%) and Ballari
(17.50%).

Most of these districts
were also identified as "most
backward" or "more back-
ward" in the Govind Rao
Committee report on regional
imbalances, which highlight-
ed lower human develop-
ment, literacy gaps and high-
er migration.

Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) said many residents
from these districts migrate
seasonally to Bengaluru, Hy-
derabad, Mumbai and Goa

for work but continue to re-
main enrolled in their native
constituencies. During the
SIR exercise, such voters
were often marked as "ab-
sent" or "shifted" because
they were unavailable during
door-to-door verification.

Many migrant workers re-
portedly possess only Aad-
haar and ration cards and
lack proof of residence re-
quired for updating voter
records. Officials also noted
that unlike routine electoral
roll revisions, no individual
notices are being issued be-
fore classifying voters under
the ASDDO category, with
verification relying largely
on mahazars and local en-
quiries.

Shobha seeks CBI probe into
KPSC recruitment irregularities

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister of State for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Labour and
Employment Shobha Karand-
laje has written to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
seeking a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into
the alleged irregularities in
the Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC) Veteri-
nary Officers recruitment pro-
cess.

In her letter, Karandlaje al-
leged that the recruitment pro-
cess was tainted by corrup-
tion, abuse of official posi-
tion, manipulation and crimi-
nal conspiracy, and main-
tained that only an indepen-
dent central agency could
conduct a fair and compre-
hensive investigation.

She stated that the allega-
tions pointed to large-scale
irregularities, including possi-
ble payment of illegal gratifi-
cation and systematic manip-
ulation of the recruitment
process. According to the
minister, failure to conduct an
impartial inquiry would un-
dermine public confidence in
the transparency and integrity
of government recruitment.

She argued that lakhs of
aspirants deserved a recruit-

e Yl

The integrity of KPSC is central
to the constitutional
guarantee of equality in public
employment under Articles 14
and 16 of the Constitution. Any
compromise in its functioning
weakens public trust in
constitutional institutions and
the rule of law.
—Shobha Karandlaje,

Union MoS for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises and Labour
and Employment

ment system free from cor-
ruption and undue influence
and that the seriousness of
the allegations warranted in-
tervention by the CBI to un-
cover the full extent of the
alleged conspiracy, identify
those involved, trace the flow
of illegal gratification and fix
accountability without fear or
favour.

Karandlaje urged Amit
Shah to immediately entrust
the investigation to the CBI in

Key Highlights

Shobha Karandlaje
sought a CBI probe into
the alleged KPSC Vet-
erinary Officers recruit-
ment scam, claiming the
process was marred by
corruption, manipulation
and abuse of power. She
said an independent
investigation was nec-
essary to identify those
responsible, trace the
alleged flow of illegal
gratification and restore
public confidence in the
fairness, transparency
and credibility of Kar-
nataka's public recruit-
ment system.

the interest of justice, trans-
parency and public confi-
dence in constitutional insti-
tutions. She expressed hope
that the Union Home Minister
would take prompt action on
her request.

The letter came amid con-
tinuing allegations over the
KPSC Veterinary Officers re-
cruitment process and re-
newed demands for an inde-
pendent investigation into the
matter.

KEA clears confusion over OMR,
question paper serial numbers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) on Monday
clarified that the serial num-
bers printed on the OMR an-
swer sheet and the question
paper for the Civil Police
Constable recruitment exam-
ination were not required to
be the same, addressing con-
fusion that arose at a few ex-
amination centres during Sun-
day's test.

In a statement, KEA said it
had never stated in any notifi-
cation, instruction or exam-
ination guideline that the
OMR sheet serial number and
the question paper serial num-
ber must match. The authority
explained that the OMR an-
swer sheet contains separate
fields for candidates to enter
the question paper serial num-
ber and question paper ver-

sion code, indicating that the
two numbers serve different
purposes.

The clarification came after
some candidates at Sharadam-
ba PU College in Tikota, Vi-
jayapura district, claimed
there was a mismatch be-
tween the serial numbers on
their OMR sheets and ques-
tion papers. The misunder-
standing prompted a section
of candidates to leave the ex-
amination hall carrying their
OMR sheets and question pa-
pers, leading to confusion at
the centre.

KEA Executive Director H.
Prasanna said a report had
been sought from the Vijay-
apura Deputy Commissioner
regarding the incident.

The authority maintained
that the written examination
for recruitment to 3,991 Civil
Police Constable posts was

conducted successfully across
Karnataka on August 2.

According to KEA, the ex-
amination was held at 884
centres across the State, in-
cluding 149 centres in Benga-
luru. A total of 4,54,532 can-
didates had registered for the
recruitment test. Attendance
stood at 92.52 per cent for the
General Cadre and 94 per
cent for the Kalyana Karnata-
ka Cadre.

KEA also said that, for the
first time, OMR answer
sheets were scanned not only
in Bengaluru but also at six
additional centres across
Karnataka to speed up the
evaluation process. Authori-
ties had made elaborate secu-
rity arrangements and adopt-
ed multiple safeguards to
ensure a fair, transparent and
malpractice-free examination
process.

UNSW Sydney opens Bengaluru campus;
Australia inaugurates Consulate-General

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka strengthened its
ties with Australia on Monday
with the inauguration of the
Australian Consulate-General
in Bengaluru and the launch of
the University of New South
Wales (UNSW) Sydney's Ben-
galuru campus, marking a sig-
nificant boost to cooperation in
higher education, research,
trade and innovation.

Speaking at the inaugural
events, Karnataka Minister for
Large and Medium Industries
M.B. Patil said the two initia-
tives aligned with the State's
vision of emerging as a global
hub for education, technology
and innovation.

The UNSW Sydney cam-
pus, established at Manyata
Tech Park, became the sixth
international university cam-
pus to be set up in Karnataka.
Patil said the campus would
enable students to pursue an

internationally recognised
Australian degree without
leaving India while following
the same curriculum and aca-
demic standards as the univer-
sity's Sydney campus.

The Bengaluru campus will
initially offer undergraduate
programmes in Business,
Computer Science, and Data
Science and Decisions, besides
a one-year postgraduate pro-
gramme in Cyber Security.
Each programme will admit an
inaugural batch of 30 students.

"These initiatives reinforce
Karnataka's position as a glob-
al destination for education,
innovation and investment,
while creating new opportuni-
ties for students, researchers
and industry," Patil said.

He noted that Karnataka had
emerged as a preferred desti-
nation for international univer-
sities because of its robust re-
search ecosystem, thriving
technology sector and innova-

tion-driven economy. Besides
UNSW Sydney, leading insti-
tutions such as the University
of Liverpool, Lancaster Uni-
versity, La Trobe University,
Flinders University and Impe-
rial College London have al-
ready established campuses in
the State.

Earlier in the day, Patil inau-
gurated the Australian Consul-
ate-General on Cunningham
Road. He said more than 40
Australian companies current-
ly operate in Bengaluru, while
the Australian states of
Queensland and Victoria have
established trade and invest-
ment offices in the city.

He expressed confidence
that the new Consulate-Gener-
al would deepen cooperation
between Karnataka and Aus-
tralia in investment, higher
education, research, technolo-
gy and innovation, further
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions.

HC stays SIT probe into Art of Living land encroachment case

LAND ROW EXPLAINED

Petitioner Ved Vignan
CH NEWS, BENGALURU tion constituting the SIT. The court  Revenue Act appears not to have Opposing the petition, the State Maha\(li\;i\\;ws}l; st
L] . N ]
also issued notice to the Revenue  been followed before constituting  government submitted that the SIT Why the Court Granted Relief Foundati Artof Livi

The Karnataka High Court on  Department, directing it to file its  the SIT," the court observed while  had been constituted in accordance The High Court held that the State elitden F:)tu%d:;rigﬁ
Monday granted an interim stay on  objections. granting interim relief. with law and urged the court not had constituted the Special Investi-
the State government's order con- The Bench observed that the Counsel for the trust ar- & .. to interfere. However, after gation Team without first following Allegation Encroachment of
stituting a Special Investigation ~ Revenue Department had failed to  gued that no survey had hearing both sides, the High the mandatory procedure under about 290 acres of
Team (SIT) to investigate allega-  conduct a mandatory joint survey  been conducted in its Court stayed the July 17 the K gomala land
tions that the Ved Vignan Ma-  before recommending an SIT. Un- resence and no report | order pending further pro- € Karnataka Land Reyepue Act,

- g & p : Iep P & p 1964. It observed that a joint surve Bl YL} e
havidyapeeth Trust (VVMVPT) of  der the Karnataka Land Revenue  had established illegal ceedings. Z 4] Y order
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar's Art of Liv-  Act, 1964, officials are required to  occupation of govern- ¥ Y The State had constitut- involving revenue officials and the p— e T e
ing Foundation had encroached conduct a joint survey in the pres-  ment land. The petition- ed the SIT to probe allega- concerned parties should precede . m Ll
upon government land in Bengalu-  ence of the concerned parties be-  er also informed the court tions of encroachment of | anyactionin alleged land encroach- Judge Justice E.S. Indiresh
ru South. fore initiating action in alleged that it had already applied to nearly 290 acres of government | ment cases. Pending further hearing, - SIT order stayed

Justice E.S. Indiresh passed the = government land encroachment the Revenue Department for phodi ~ gomala land in Bengaluru South. the court stayed the government's relief
interim order while hearing a peti-  cases. and durasti (survey and rectifica-  The trust subsequently approached | July 17 order and sought the Revenue —
tion filed by the trust challenging "The mandatory procedure pre-  tion), which was still under consid-  the High Court seeking to quash Department's response. Reason Mandatory joint
the government's July 17 notifica-  scribed under the Karnataka Land  eration. the order. survey not conducted
o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o
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Senior Congress leader and
Narasimharaja MLA Tanveer
Sait expressed disappointment
after being left out of the Kar-
nataka Cabinet expansion, say-
ing the Mysuru region did not
receive the representation and
respect it deserved. However,
he reaffirmed his loyalty to the
Congress high command.

Speaking to the media on
Monday, Sait said party work-
ers and leaders from Mysuru
were hurt by the Cabinet list.
He said every Congress leader
must accept the decision of the
high command, but added that
the absence of representation
from Mysuru was disappoint-
ing for many loyal party mem-
bers.

Sait also questioned the par-
ty’s action against leaders in-
volved in anti-party activities.
He said K. L. Rajanna was
removed quickly for making
remarks against Rahul Gandhi,

=7y

KARNATAKA

Tanveer Sait questions party’s
inaction against anti-party elements

Sait questioned uneven disciplinary action, saying selective responses
affected Congress party discipline, unity and public image

e &

Cong worker attempts suicide

Political tension rose after Tanveer Sait was not includ-
ed in the state cabinet expansion. Supporters gathered
outside his residence and protested against the decision.
A Youth Congress worker allegedly consumed pesticide
during the protest and was taken to hospital for treat-
ment. Workers accused the party leadership of ignoring
Sait’s loyalty and demanded justice. They urged him to
resign as MLA and fight against the alleged unfairness.
The incident created political discussions within Con-
gress circles. Supporters questioned the cabinet choices
and expressed disappointment over the outcome. The
situation remains watched.

discipline and image.

Despite his disappointment,

he would continue to remain a :
loyal Congress worker. He ! . . . .
said he would not speak N K. Pranesh withdraws from Legislative Council polls
{ CHIKKAMAGALURU

Sait mentioned that his sup-
porters were upset and putting :
pressure on him after the Cab-
inet announcement. He said he
would observe the situation :
and consider future steps after :
discussing with his supporters :
¢ ready received the opportunity

said he would not speak

frustration.

and well-wishers.
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Minister Eshwarappa offers
 prayers as Tunga river swells

SHIVAMOGGA

. Former Deputy Chief Minister
i K.S. Eshwarappa visited the
i banks of the Tunga River in
¢ Shivamogga amid heavy rain-
i fall across Karnataka and of-
but similar action was not tak- :
en against those who worked !
against the party openly. He
stated that this affected party :
¢ special prayers to the Tunga

Without directly criticizing :
the leadership’s decision, Sait :
said he would speak about the :
reasons behind his exclusion at
the right time. He added that :
he did not want to analyze the :
matter immediately and would :
wait before sharing his views. :
¢ prayed for continued rainfall
Sait congratulated all newly
appointed ministers and said :

fered prayers seeking prosper-
ity and well-being for the state.

Eshwarappa, along with his
family members, performed

River with devotion. His wife
Jayashree Eshwarappa, son
K.E. Eshwarappa, and Kantesh
along with his family members
were present during the reli-
gious ceremony.

The family offered special
pujas to Mother Ganga and

and prosperity. The visit came
at a time when several parts of

Eshwarappa welcomed
rising reservoir levels
and river flows, praying
for continued rains,
drought-free conditions,
and agricultural
prosperity across
Karnataka

Karnataka have been witness-
ing good rains, resulting in in-
creased water levels in reser-
voirs and rivers.

Speaking on the occasion,
K.S. Eshwarappa expressed
happiness over the filling of
reservoirs and the strong flow
of rivers due to the favourable
monsoon. He said that abun-
dant water resources are a pos-
itive sign for agriculture and

the overall welfare of people.

Eshwarappa prayed for the
blessings of Lord Varuna to
ensure a drought-free environ-
ment across the state and sup-
port farmers and communities
dependent on agriculture.

The former Deputy Chief
Minister also highlighted the
importance of rivers as a sym-
bol of prosperity and develop-
ment. The prayer ceremony at
the Tunga River concluded
with family members and sup-
porters participating in the spe-
cial rituals.

The event attracted attention
as Eshwarappa, a prominent
political figure from Shiva-
mogga, marked the occasion
by expressing gratitude for the
rains and hoping for continued
water availability in the region.

Former Deputy Speaker of the
Legislative Council M.K.
Pranesh has announced that he
will not contest the upcoming
Legislative Council elections.
Pranesh stated that he has al-

to contest the elections twice
and was also given the presti-
gious responsibility of serving
as Deputy Speaker. Consider-
ing this, he decided to step
aside so that other party aspi-
rants could get an opportunity
to contest.

Clarifying his decision,

Pranesh said his withdrawal
was not related to any recent
developments or incidents. He
mentioned that he had informed
the party president and senior
leaders about his decision near-
ly six months ago and had re-
quested them to consider other
candidates for the election.

Bharat Jodo Yuva Sangh registration
drive beglns in Shlvamogga

— Ty
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Voter list revision
progresses with
forms digitized

CH NEWS, Karwar
The Special Comprehen-
sive Revision of Voter List-
2026 is progressing rapid-
ly in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict, Deputy Commission-

er K. Lakshmi Priya said.
Out 0f 12,30,037 voters,
11,21,755 enumeration
forms have been comput-
erized so far. During house
visits, officials identified
cases related to migration,
deaths and duplicate en-
tries. In Karwar constitu-
ency, 1,98,955 forms were
computerized, while Kum-
ta constituency recorded
1,77,293 completed forms.
Officials said the verifica-
tion process will help up-
date voter records accu-
rately. Authorities urged
citizens to cooperate with
officials during the revi-
sion process and ensure
correct information is in-
cluded in the electoral
rolls before completion.

| Rain boosts Karnataka

reservoirs, ensuring
water security

MYSURU

The southwest monsoon has
brought abundant cheer to Kar-
nataka, with the state’s major
reservoirs in the Cauvery basin
witnessing healthy inflows and
storage levels, strengthening ho
pes for a comfortable irrigation
season and assured drinking wa-
ter supply in the months ahead.

Among the reservoirs, Kabi-
ni continues to remain the star
performer. The dam is just a
little over a foot short of its
Full Reservoir Level (FRL),
with the water level touching
2,282.59 feet against the maxi-
mum 2,284 feet. The reservoir
received a robust 31,746 cusecs
of inflow on Monday, prompt-
ing authorities to release
27,000 cusecs downstream to
regulate storage as the reservoir
nears capacity.

KRS dam breaches 100 mark

The Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS)
reservoir, the lifeline of south-
ern Karnataka, is also witness-
ing a strong monsoon revival.
Against its maximum level of
124.80 feet, the reservoir now
st ands at 100.34 feet. It is re-
ceiving an impressive 32,048
cusecs of inflow, while only
1,821 cusecs is being released,

steadily.

At Hemavathi Reservoir, the :
water level has reached
2,409.12 feet against the maxi- :
mum 2,425 feet. The reservoir :
is receiving 176 cusecs of in-
flow, and no water is currently :
being released, helping con-
i structed officials to ensure

The Harangi Reservoir is
also on the verge of reaching
its full level. Against the maxi-
mum le vel of 2,859 feet, the :
i meeting at the District Ad-
2,857.01 feet. Strong inflows
of 11,645 cusecs have enabled
authorities to release 10,750
cusecs downstre am, maintain-
i campaigns should be conduct-
i ed under the jurisdiction of
Harangi, and Hemavathi reser-
voirs together present an en-
couraging picture of Karnata- :
¢ plication for forming the
soon. With continuous rainfall
in the Cauvery basin and ad-
joining catchment areas, water !
storage across the state has im-
proved considerably, offering a
major boost to agriculture, hy-
dropower generation, and ur-
ban drinking water needs. If the
rains continue over the coming !
days, several reservoirs are ex- |
pected to reach their full capac-
ity, prompting further regulated :

serve storage.

water level has climbed to

ing a safe reservoir level.

Meanwhile, the KRS, Kabini,

ka’s water resources this mon-

releases.

Chikkamagaluru gets new cabinet representative

CHIKKAMAGALURU

Newly elected Legislative
Council member Gayathri
Shantegowda has been induct-
ed into the Karnataka Cabinet,
marking a significant mile-
stone in her political journey.

Gayathri Shantegowda had
earlier sought a Congress tick-
et from the Chikkamagaluru
Assembly constituency during
the 2023 elections. Although
she was not given the ticket at
the time, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah had reportedly as-
sured her of an opportunity in

the future. That promise has
now materialised with her in-
clusion in the state cabinet.

A senior political leader
from the Malnad region,
Gayathri’s elevation has
brought renewed enthusiasm
among Congress workers in
Chikkamagaluru district. She
was recently elected as a Leg-
islative Council member fol-
lowing a High Court order. In
the election, she secured a
victory with a margin of nine
votes against Deputy Chair-
man M.K. Pranesh. Interest-
ingly, she received the minis-

MYSURU:

The Kabini Reservoir is rapidly
inching towards its maximum
storage capacity, thanks to sus-
tained rainfall across its catch-
ment area.

As of 8 a.m. on Monday, the
reservoir’s water level stood at
2,282.59 feet, just 1.41 feet
short of its Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) of 2,284 feet. The reser-
voir now holds 18.60 TMC of
water against its maximum ca-
pacity of 19.52 TMC, while the
live storage has climbed to 8.79
TMC. The healthy storage re-
flects the continued strength of
this year’s southwest monsoon,
with the catchment receiving 20

mm of rainfall during the last
24 hours.

A sharp rise in inflows has
prompted dam authorities to
significantly increase water re-
leases. While the reservoir is
receiving 31,746 cusecs of wa-
ter, the outflow into the Kabini
River has been stepped up to

KABINI ON THE RISE

Reservoir almost ﬁlll outﬂow stepped up

terial responsibility even be- |
fore formally taking oath as a
council member. Born on |
April 2, 1963, in Arkalgud of
Hassan district, Gayathri !
Shantegowda belongs to the
Kuruba community and has
had a long association with
active politics. She has con-
tested Legislative Council
elections three times from the
local body constituency and
has won twice. She has also
served as the President of the
Zilla Panchayat in the past :
and has built a strong political

base in the region.

SHIVAMOGGA
allowing storage to build :
i The process to establish

‘Bharat Jodo Yuva Sangh’
groups has been launched in
Shivamogga district with the
aim of promoting sports, cul-
ture, scientific thinking, and
social harmony among youth.
District authorities have in-

effective implementation of
the initiative across the dis-
trict.

Chairing a preliminary

ministration Office on Mon-
day, Deputy Commissioner
Prabhuling Kavali Katti said
that immediate awareness

local and urban bodies to en-
courage youth participation.
The official registration ap-

youth groups will be launched
on August 6. Authorities have
directed that youth groups
with a minimum of 100 mem-
bers should be formed in all
Gram Panchayats, Town Pan-
chayats, Municipalities, City
Municipal Councils, and the

m
a

Bharat Jodo Youth groups to
boost youth participation

. upuPI

i Deputy Commissioner Swa-
¢ roop T.K directed officials to
i establish Bharat Jodo Youth
i Associations across Udupi dis-
i trict to encourage youth in-
i volvement in sports, culture,
i science and social service ac-
. tivities. The initiative aims to
i develop leadership skills, fit-
i ness, constitutional values and
¢ social responsibility among

Municipal Corporation limits
by August 15, 2026.

Under the scheme, each
group will receive financial
assistance of Rs 10 lakh annu-
ally to carry out activities
aimed at youth empowerment

youngsters. One association
will be formed in each of the :
155 Gram Panchayats, with :
similar groups planned in ur- :
ban areas. Youth aged 16 to 35
can join these associations, !
which require at least 100
members. Registration will :
begin on August 6 through the !
BJYS website. Officials were
asked to spread awareness and :
encourage participation
among youth. :

and community development.

A total of 262 youth groups
will be established across
Gram Panchayats in the dis-
trict. In urban areas, Shiva-
mogga City Municipal Corpo-
ration will have 40 groups,

Bhadravati City Municipal
Council 17, Sagar City Mu-
nicipal Council 7, Shikaripura
Municipality 6, and other
town panchayats will also
have designated numbers of
groups.

For membership, Aadhaar
card verification is mandato-
ry. Individuals can register in
only one group and must be
between 16 and 35 years of
age. Members should also
have been residing within the
concerned local body limits
for at least six months.

The initiative is being im-
plemented through the De-
partment of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports, with support
from the Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment, Urban Development
Department, Revenue Depart-
ment, and Education Depart-
ment.

Officials including Zilla
Panchayat CEO N. Hemant,
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Abhishek V., Assistant
Director of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports Rekhya
Naik, and other department
officials attended the meeting.

Friendship Day marked with
creative k1te celebratlons

Seized rice
auction scheduled
in Yelaburga

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

. CH NEWS, MYSURU

The Yelaburga taluk ad-
ministration will conduct a
public auction of seized
rice on August 6 at 11 am
at the KSCSC wholesale
market in Yelaburga. A
total of 206 quintals of rice
seized under the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955,
will be auctioned in its cur-
rent condition. APMC
license holders can partici-
pate by submitting re-
quired documents and a 10
percent deposit before the
auction.

27,000 cusecs, compared to just
5,000 cusecs on the correspond-
ing day last year. No water has
yet been released into the Left
Bank Canal (LBC) or Right
Bank Canal (RBC), indicating
that irrigation withdrawals are
yet to commence. The reser-
voir’s current storage is margin-

ally higher than the 18.39 TMC
recorded on the same day last
year, while the water level has
also improved from 2,282.25
feet. With the dam nearing full
capacity and inflows remaining

monitoring the situation and ‘!
regulating releases to ensure :

Kalaburagi celebrates MLA Ajay Singh’s cabinet entry

reservoir safety and maintain |

downstream river flows.
The rising waters of Kabini

ter security for irrigation and
drinking purposes in the months
ahead, even as people living
along the riverbanks are ad-
vised to stay alert due to the
increased discharge from the
Teservoir.

i The skies above Vijayanagar
i 4th Stage in Mysuru City
i transformed into a vibrant can-
i vas of colour and joy as hun-
i dreds of kites soared high
¢ during a unique celebration of
i Founder’s Day and Interna-
¢ tional Friendship Day organ-
i ised by the Tiger Adventure
¢ Foundation.

At a time when friendships

¢ are increasingly becoming
i transactional in today’s fast-
¢ paced urban world, the Foun-
i dation chose to celebrate the
i true spirit of companionship
¢ through an event that brought
¢ together children, parents and
5 Volunteers under one sky.

Nearly 150 to 200 children,
accompanied by their parents,
enthusiastically participated in
¢ the lively kite-flying festival.

¢ The event symbolised the mes-
i sage that just as a kite flies
i higher when someone firmly
. holds its string, friendships too
¢ flourish through trust, support
i and togetherness.

robust, authorities are closely :

The colourful kites added
charm to the skyline. Some
proudly displayed patriotic
messages such as “I Love My
Country,” while others were
shaped like birds, capturing the
imagination of young partici-
pants. Several children also
created handmade local kites
on the spot, making the event a
delightful blend of creativity,
tradition and fun.

The excitement reached new

heights as kites danced in the
breeze. While many soared ef-
fortlessly, some struggled to
catch the wind. Experienced
kite flyers and volunteers pa-
tiently stepped in to mentor the
children, teaching them the
finer techniques of kite flying,
including how to tie the sutra
correctly and fix the balanggu-
chi to achieve the perfect bal-
ance. Their guidance ensured
that even first-time flyers expe-
rienced the thrill of watching
their kites climb into the blue
sky. Adding a touch of nostal-
gia, a few enthusiastic partici-
pants revived the traditional
excitement of kite flying by
engaging in friendly kite duels,
playfully attempting to cut one
another’s kites amid cheers and
laughter, recreating the time-
less charm of the sport.

The event not only filled the
skies with colourful kites but
also strengthened bonds be-
tween parents and children
while encouraging teamwork,
patience and outdoor recre-
ation.

{ CHNEWS, KALABURAGI
are expected to strengthen wa-
i The home district of AICC
i president Mallikarjun Kharge
i has received a major boost in
i the latest Karnataka Cabinet
i expansion, with Jewargi MLA
i Dr. Ajay Singh being inducted
i as a minister. The announce-

ment has sparked celebrations
across Kalaburagi district,
with supporters expressing
happiness over the increased
representation from the region.

With Ajay Singh joining the
state cabinet, Kalaburagi now
has three ministers represent-
ing the district after nearly two

decades. Currently, Priyank
Kharge holds the Home port-
folio, while Dr. Sharan
Prakash Patil serves as the
Minister for Medical Educa-
tion. The addition of Ajay
Singh has further strengthened
the district’s presence in the
state government.
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Drug-free youth event
invites young participants
across district

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
A district-level program ti-
tled Drug-Free Youth for a
Developed India-2026 will

be held on August 5 at

Don Bosco College in the

city. Organized by My

Bharat and the District

Youth Center under the

Union Ministry of Youth

Affairs and Sports, the

event aims to create
awareness about a drug-
free society. Various com-
petitions, including folk
songs, music, dance,
painting, debate, short
films and slam poetry, will
be conducted. Youth aged
15 to 29 from schools, col-
leges, NSS, NCC and or-
ganizations can partici-
pate. Interested partici-
pants can register online
through the provided form
or QR code before the
event.

‘boost through development

: MLAs N. Chaluvarayaswamy
¢ and P.M. Narendraswamy re-

KARNATAKA
'Bagadalavillage gets major

Residents said completed works resolved waterlogging, poor roads and
inadequate lighting issues, improving village conditions and daily life significantly

CHNEWS, BIDAR

Bagadala village in Bidar
South assembly constituency is
witnessing major development
activities with a total grant of
Rs 3.21 crore sanctioned under
various schemes.

MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale
has given priority to improving
basic facilities, with completed
works worth Rs 2.29 crore and
new projects worth Rs 92 lakh
launched recently.

The development works in-
clude construction of CC roads,
improvement of drainage sys-
tems, veterinary facilities, hos-
pital development, cowshed
construction, community halls
and installation of high mast
lights. These projects are ex-
pected to improve transporta-
tion, cleanliness, safety and
other essential services for vil-
lagers.

Residents said the completed
works have helped address
long-standing issues such as
waterlogging during rains, poor

road conditions and lack of
proper lighting at night. They
added that community halls
would support social and cul-
tural programmes in the village
and create better public spaces.

Speaking about the projects,
MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale
said the aim is to make every
village in the constituency a
model of development. He stat-
ed that development is not lim-
ited to building structures but
also improving the quality of
life of people. He assured that
officials have been instructed

to maintain quality and com-
plete works within the given
time.

He added that further efforts
will be made to bring more
funds for roads, drinking water,
drainage, street lights and other
infrastructure needs. Villagers
welcomed the initiatives and
thanked the MLA for focusing
on rural development.

The MLA said future proj-
ects will be planned based on
public suggestions and local
requirements. The development
activities in Bagadala are ex-

Key updates from
Bagadala’s Rs 3.21
crore development drive

m Bagadala receives total
development grants
worth Rs 3.21 crore.

m Completed works worth
Rs 2.29 crore improve
village facilities.

= New projects worth
Rs 92 lakh recently
launched.

m CC roads, drainage,
hospitals and veterinary
facilities developed.

m Villagers demand better
amenities, lighting and
road connectivity.

m MLA assures quality
works and timely project
completion.
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Mandya gets two ministers
in cabinet expansion

CH NEWS, MANDYA

As expected, senior Congress

¢ ceived ministerial berths

¢ during the Karnataka cabinet
expansion announced recently.
The decision ended the wait

. over representation from the
¢ district and brought fresh atten-
i tion to Mandya politics.

Chaluvarayaswamy and Na-

i rendraswamy were selected
¢ based on their experience, se-
© niority and political influence
i in the region. Another senior
i MLA, Ramesh Bandisidde
© Gowda from Srirangapatna,
¢ missed the opportunity despite
i being a strong contender for
. the post.

Chaluvarayaswamy is a se-

i nior Congress leader who has
i handled several important port-
i folios earlier. He entered poli-
i tics through the Zilla Pancha-
¢ yat and later became an MLA
¢ from Nagamangala constituen-
i cy multiple times. He also rep-
¢ resented Mandya in the Lok
¢ Sabha before joining the Con-
i gress party in 2018. Narendras-
¢ wamy is a three-time MLA and
i has earlier served as a minister.
i He is considered an important
pected to bring lasting im- :
provements and strengthen !
basic amenities for the people.

Congress face representing the
Dalit community in the district.
Both leaders have expressed

)
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commitment to development
works and public welfare after
receiving the opportunity. The
appointment is expected to
strengthen Congress activities
in Mandya and improve coor-
dination among party workers.

The cabinet expansion has
created discussions among po-
litical circles as several leaders
were hoping for representation.
While some aspirants succeed-
ed, others were disappointed
after the final list was an-
nounced. However, party lead-
ers said the new ministers
would focus on addressing pub
lic issues and bringing devel-
opment projects to the district.

The inclusion of Chalu-
varayaswamy and Narendras-
wamy has given Mandya a
stronger presence in the state
cabinet.

Supporters of both leaders
welcomed the decision and
hoped their experience would
help accelerate progress in ru-
ral areas. The ministers are
now expected to work towards
fulfilling people’s expecta-
tions.

VB-G RAM G scheme boosts

rural employment opportumtles

CHNEWS, HAVERI

The Gram Panchayats are re-
sponsible for providing wage
employment to rural workers
within their local limits under
the Developed India Guaran-
tee for Employment and Live-
lihood Campaign, said Pan-
chayat Development Officer
Somanand Barki.

He was speaking during an
awareness programme held at
Didagur village of Sangur
Gram Panchayat while super-
vising water canal construction
work.He said the scheme aims
to strengthen economic securi-
ty among rural families by in-
creasing guaranteed employ-
ment from 100 days to 125
days annually. VB-G RAM G
awareness campaigns and ral-
lies are being organised across
districts to educate people
about the benefits of the pro-
gramme and encourage proper
use of available opportunities.

Tapam IEC Coordinator Gi-
rish Bennur explained the im-
portance of the scheme and
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PDO Somanand Barki
said Gram Panchayats
provide rural wage
employment under
Developed India
Guarantee Campaign
during canal construction
awareness programme

said the initiative is designed
to ensure that rural communi-
ties receive information about
employment support. He urged
workers to actively participate
and make use of the facilities
provided through the pro-
gramme.

Technical Coordinator Ma-
hagundeshwar Muguli said the
project focuses on increasing

the dally wage to Rs. 382 and

developing rural infrastructure.

He explained that the scheme
follows a 60:40 cost-sharing :
model between the central and :
state governments and aims ‘!
not only to provide employ-
ment but also create perma-

nent assets.

He said projects such as wa-
ter conservation structures, rural
roads and storage facilities will :
support long-term livelihood
development in villages. The
programme was attended by !
Kayakamitra members, labour-
ers, mates and Panchayat staff. :
Officials encouraged workers to :
take advantage of the scheme
and contribute to improving ru- :
ral infrastructure through mean- :

ingful employment activities.

Rangoli event
promotes Drug
 Free India mission

DHARWAD

Modi launches campaign to
build drug free youth

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA

A Rangoli competition was
organized at Sampath
Soudha in Dharwad as part
of the Drug-Free India
Campaign.

The event was jointly or-
ganized by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Pancha-
yat Dharwad, Department
of Disabled and Senior Cit-
izens Empowerment, Taluk
Panchayat Hubli, and Sri
Maithri Comprehensive
Addiction-Free Rehabilita-
tion Center with support
from SELCO Foundation
Bengaluru.Speaking at the
program, Senior Health In-
spector Dr. G.V. Omkari-
gowdra said young people
play an important role in
building a strong nation. He
expressed concern that
many youths are becoming
addicted to harmful sub-
stances and facing health
problems.

¢ Prime Minister Narendra
¢ Modi launched the ‘Drug-free
¢ Youth for a Developed India
i Sankalp Abhiyan’ and called
¢ upon young people to stay
i away from drug addiction. He
i said a healthy and confident
i youth force is necessary to
i achieve the goal of a devel-
i oped India.

The campaign was

¢ launched through video con-
i ference at the Dr. B.R.
i Ambedkar Girls’ Hostel in
¢ Chitradurga city. Modi said
i the fight against drugs is not
¢ only an individual responsi-
¢ bility but also concerns fami-
i lies, society and the entire
i nation. He urged everyone to
{ work together to create a
i drug-free environment.

The Prime Minister said

¢ permanent change can happen
i only through collective ef-
i forts. He added that lakhs of
¢ youngsters have already taken
i a pledge against drugs and a

ll VE.!}(A

| PM stresses
collective efforts
against drugs as

lakhs pledge support,
with nationwide
awareness campaign
continuing for 100
weeks

special awareness drive will
continue for 100 weeks across
the country. The campaign,
first started as a pilot project
in Kashi, has now expanded
nationwide with support from
social organizations and insti-

tutions.

Various activities like
sports events, discussions,
meditation programs, cultural
activities, street plays and
painting competitions will
spread awareness among
youth. Around 450 girl stu-
dents took the anti-drug
pledge during the Chitradurga
event. District Youth Officer
Dhananjay Jagtap, Red Cross
Secretary Mazhar Ullah, hos-
tel warden Jyoti and other
dignitaries participated in the
programme, encouraging
young people to support the
mission for a healthier future.

Mandya citizens urged to
save rainwater resources

CHNEWS, MANDYA

Municipal Corporation Junior
Engineer Mukesh Gowda
urged citizens to adopt rainwa-
ter harvesting systems in
homes and commercial build-
ings to protect water resources.

He made the appeal during a
rainwater conservation aware-
ness program held at Hosahal-
li Higher Primary School in
the city.

Gowda said municipal li-
censes are being issued only to
buildings that have rainwater
harvesting facilities. He ex-
plained that proper conserva-
tion of rainwater can help in-
crease groundwater levels and
prevent water shortages in the
future. He also stressed the

need to save water as many
lakes are losing their storage
capacity and drying up due to
changing conditions.

School head teacher Lilava-
ti said rainwater should not be
wasted and everyone must
take steps to conserve it for
future generations. She added
that giving importance to wa-
ter conservation can help en-
sure availability of water in the
coming years. Junior engineers
Mahesh and Gautam, SDMC
President Shekhar, teachers,
and other staff members par-
ticipated in the awareness pro-
gram. The event highlighted
the importance of responsible
water use and encouraged cit-
izens to make conservation a
daily practice.

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Legal protection and aware-
ness are essential to ensure a
dignified life for senior citi-
zens, said Justice R. Gurura-
jan, retired Karnataka High
Court judge and Chairman of
the NALSA scheme for senior
citizens.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a legal awareness
programme, assistive device
distribution event and free
health check-up camp in
Mandya.

The programme was jointly
organised by the Karnataka
State Legal Services Authori-
ty, District Legal Services Au-

thority, district administration,
Zilla Panchayat, health de-
partment and other organisa-
tions. Justice Gururajan said
senior citizens are valuable
members of society and laws
protect them from neglect,
abuse and violation of their

Blood donation drive held in Mandya

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A meaningful birthday cele-
bration featuring blood dona-
tion, sapling distribution and
felicitation of achievers was
held at the District Working
Journalists’ Association audi-
torium in the city on Monday.
The programme was organ-
ised by the well-wishers of Dr.
Mohammad Zafrullah Khan
and devotees of Dr. Trinetra
Mahant Shivayogi Swami.
The event was inaugurated
by Sri Dr. Nischalanandanath
Swamiji of Kengeri Vishwa
Vokkaligara Mahasamsthan
Math. He said humanity
should be the priority of every
person and encouraged people
to plant trees for protecting na-
ture and increasing oxygen. He
appreciated Zafrullah Khan’s

Senior citizens need legal protection for dignity: R. Gururajan

i at a World Breastfeeding
that 160 out of 183 mainte-
nance-related cases registered
in Mandya district have been
resolved, while the remaining
¢ ised jointly by the Health De-

District Collector Dr. Ku-
mar expressed concern over :
declining family values and
increasing neglect of elderly
i tance of breastfeeding. He

He said children should re-
spect and care for their par- |
ents and use the experience of
senior citizens to build a bet- :
ter society. Officials and dig-
nitaries attended the pro- :
gramme and stressed the im-
portance of creating a safe |
and respectful environment
¢ ficer B. Janaki advised moth-

rights. He urged elders to un-
derstand their legal rights and
seek assistance whenever
needed.

He said a request has been
made to increase the annual
pension amount provided to
senior citizens, and the gov-

social service and said such
programmes inspire society.
MIMS Director Dr. Nara-
simhaswamy highlighted the
importance of blood donation
and said one unit of donated
blood can save the lives of ac-
cident victims, cancer patients
and pregnant women. He urged
young people to remove mis-
conceptions about blood dona-
tion and participate actively in
such humanitarian efforts.
Karnataka State Working
Journalists Association Vice
President Mathikere Jayaram,
who presided over the pro-
gramme, said many birthday
celebrations have become lim-
ited to celebrations and public-
ity. He praised the organisers
for choosing social activities
like blood donation and plant
distribution, calling them ex-

amples of social responsibility.

During the event, several in-
dividuals were honoured for
their contributions in different
fields. Kannika Shilpa Navo-
daya Education Trust President | Officer C. S. Gayathri conduct-
H. R. Kannika was recognised
for education service, environ-
mentalist Salumara Nagaraju :
for nature conservation, MIMS
Blood Bank Nursing Officer :
Mohammad Rafi for health ser- :
vice and blood donation sup-
port, and press photographer K.

P. Kumar for his work.

A large number of donors
and citizens participated in the . f . f
programme organised with  VACCINE 101" Infants: B. Moogappa
support from Jeevadhare Trust
and MIMS District Blood
Bank Centre. The celebration :
highlighted the importance of :
kindness, public service and
i ly reduce infant deaths.

community welfare.

ernment has responded posi-
tively. Various assistive devic-
es were distributed to elderly
people during the programme.
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge C. Chandrashek-
har said governments have
introduced several welfare
schemes for senior citizens
and encouraged eligible peo-
ple to use these facilities. He
advised elders to maintain
health through regular check-
ups, exercise, balanced food
and a healthy lifestyle.
District Judge H.
Shashidhar Shetty said pro-
tecting the rights of senior
citizens is the responsibility
of every citizen. He informed

cases are under process.

people.

for elders.

Officials spread voter revision
awareness among citizens

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Planning

ed an awareness drive about the
Special Comprehensive Revi-
sion of Voter Lists in Sadhik Na
gar and Ambedkar Nagar areas
of Chitradurga city. She urged
citizens to complete the SIR

census forms and submit them
to Booth Level Officers. Gaya
thri advised people to verify
their names in the voter list and
ensure no eligible voter is ex-
cluded. Assistant Planning Offi-
cer D. S. Suma, Govt Fir st Cla
ss College lecturers, and NCC
and NSS students participated
in the awareness program.

Breastfeeding is nature’s first

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Initiating breastfeeding with-
in an hour of birth can great-

Breastfeeding is nature’s

¢ first vaccine and provides es-
: sential protection to new-
i borns, said Taluk Health Ed-

ucation Officer B. Moogappa

Week programme held at
Badamakan Anganwadi Cen-
ter in the city.

The programme was organ-

partment and Women and
Child Welfare Department to
create awareness among
mothers about the impor-

explained that the week is
observed from August 1 to 7,
and urged families not to
give honey or sugar water to
newborns. The first milk,
called colostrum, acts like
nectar and strengthens the
child’s immunity for life.
Field Health Education Of-

ers to ignore myths and keep
babies close after birth. She
said skin to skin contact im-
proves bonding, increases
milk production and helps
mothers recover by reducing
bleeding. She also explained
correct breastfeeding posi-
tions. ASHA Mentor Tabitha
advised giving only breast
milk for six months, fol-
lowed by soft foods while
continuing breastfeeding for
two years.

Health officials said aware-
ness programmes help moth-
ers understand the benefits of
breastfeeding and improve
child health. The event was
attended by PHCO Bhag-
yamma, Vinci, Anganwadi
Assistant Mansoor, ASHA
workers Kavita and Kausar,
pregnant women, lactating
mothers and other partici-
pants. The organisers encour-
aged families to support
mothers and ensure every
newborn receives proper nu-
trition and care from the be-
ginning.
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Mane congratulates
Lamani on cabinet
appointment

CH NEWS, Hanagal
MLA Srinivas Mane con-
gratulated Rudrappa Lam-
ani after his induction into
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s cabinet. In a press
statement, he said he had
requested the party high
command to give Haveri
district cabinet representa-
tion, and the request was
accepted. Mane expressed
confidence that the new
minister would accelerate
development across the
district while strengthening
the party organization. He
said he respected the high
command’s decision de-
spite missing a ministerial
position. Mane assured full
cooperation from Hanagal
party leaders, office bear-
ers, workers and support-
ers for development initia-
tives and stronger organi-
zational work in the com-
ing years with unity always.

Traffic restricted for
Nandi Hills marathon
safety

CH NEWS, Chikkaballapura
As the second edition of
the Nandi Hills Mon-
soon Marathon will be
held on August 9, the
district administration
has restricted all public
vehicle movement from
the foothills to Nandi
Hills from 11 pm on Au-
gust 8 until 12 noon on
August 9. Deputy Com-
missioner G. Prabhu
said the measure aims
to ensure the safety of
participating athletes.
Visitors are requested to
plan their travel accord-
ingly and cooperate
with officials during the
restriction period. Es-
sential emergency ser-
vices will be allowed as
required. Authorities
urged the public to fol-
low traffic instructions
and avoid unnecessary
travel to the area.

LPG Customers Must
Complete e-KYC Before
August 15

Chikkaballapura
District authorities have
urged all LPG consum-

ers to complete their
e-KYC by August 15.
Following government
instructions, customers
should visit their respec-
tive gas agencies with
required documents
and finish the process in
person. Officials said
updating customer re-
cords will help eligible
beneficiaries receive un-
interrupted gas cylinder
services. Failure to com-
plete e-KYC before the
deadline may cause
temporary service dis-
ruption. Consumers can
also visit special camps
organized by gas agen-
cies or nearby distribu-
tors for assistance. Au-
thorities requested
everyone to complete
the verification prompt-
ly to avoid inconven-
ience and ensure con-
tinued access to LPG
services without delays
in the district.

CH NEWS, VIAYANAGARA

A total of Rs 2,944 crore has
been directly provided to eli-
gible beneficiaries in Vi-
jayanagara district under the
state government’s five guar-
antee schemes during the last
three years, said Guarantee
Schemes Implementation
Committee State Vice-Presi-
dent P.T. Parameshwar.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the District Col-
lector’s Office on Monday, he
said schemes including An-
nabhagya, Grihalakshmi, Gri-
hajyoti, Shakti and Yuvanidhi
were launched in 2023 with
the aim of reaching benefits
to people across the state. He
said efforts are being made to
remove difficulties and ensure
that benefits reach deserving
beneficiaries.

He explained that under the
Annabhagya scheme, Rs 285
crore was transferred to
around 3.47 lakh families in
the district through direct ben-
efit transfer between August
2023 and December 2024.

KARNATAKA

Vijayanagarareceives Rs 2,944
crore through guarantee schemes

P.T. Parameshwar said five guarantee schemes launched in 2023 aim to
deliver benefits statewide and resolve issues for eligible beneficiaries

Later, beneficiaries received
five kilograms of rice. Under
the Grihajyoti scheme, Rs
468.26 crore was provided to
3,21,966 beneficiaries from
June 2023 to June 2026.

Parameshwar said Rs 1,727
crore was deposited into the
accounts of 3,02,017 regis-
tered beneficiaries under the
Grihalakshmi scheme from
August 2023 to May 2026. He
added that Rs 31.38 crore for
June would soon be credited.
Under the Shakti scheme,
10.76 crore passengers in the
district used free bus travel
facilities, costing Rs 430
crore.

He also said 12 982 people
registered under Yuvamdhl
including graduates and di-
ploma holders, and Rs 32.93
crore assistance was distribut-
ed. A special awareness cam-
paign will be conducted to
increase registrations. The
district has also started a sur-
vey to identify eligible bene-
ficiaries and remove ineligi-
ble names from schemes.

District officials and com-
mittee members attended the
press conference and dis-
cussed measures to improve
implementation of the guaran-
tee programmes.

Authorities said continuous

Key Highlights
of the meeting
m Rs 2,944 crore distribut-

ed under five guarantee
schemes.

= Annabhagya provided Rs
285 crore to 3.47 lakh
families.

m Grihajyoti benefited
3,21,966 beneficiaries
with Rs 468.26 crore.

m Grihalakshmi transferred
Rs 1,727 crore to benefi-
ciaries.

m Shakti scheme enabled
10.76 crore free bus
journeys.

® Yuvanidhi distributed Rs
32.93 crore to youth ben-
eficiaries.

efforts will be made to ensure
that government benefits
reach the right people effec-
tively.
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Aadhaar verification
before issuing death
certificates: DC

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmi Priya has directed
all birth and death registra-
tion officers in the district to
verify the Aadhaar number
of every deceased person be-
fore issuing death certifi-
cates.

She said accurate verifica-
tion is essential to prevent
errors that could affect liv-
ing individuals and their ac-
cess to government services.

Speaking at the District
Level Birth and Death Reg-
istration Coordination Com-
mittee meeting on Monday,
the Deputy Commissioner
warned that entering the
Aadhaar number of a living
person instead of the de-
ceased could result in seri-
ous problems, including the
loss of government benefits.
She instructed officials to
carefully verify the name,
address and Aadhaar details
before completing registra-
tions and warned that strict
action would be taken
against those responsible for
such mistakes.

Deputy Commissioner
directed timely death
registrations, regular
inspections, monthly
meetings, and training
programmes to improve
coordination and
strengthen the
registration process

She also advised officials
to examine all supporting
documents before issuing
unavailability certificates
and said the public should
be informed about their right
to appeal if they are dissatis-
fied with any decision relat-
ed to birth or death registra-
tion. She instructed that ev-
ery death record should in-
clude the medical certificate
stating the cause of death
and that all certificates must
be issued with digital signa-
tures.The Deputy Commis-
sioner asked officials to en-
sure timely registration of
deaths occurring at homes
and directed Tahsildars to
hold monthly coordination
committee meetings.

MCC Bank opens twenty
third branch at Katapadi

CH NEWS, KATAPADI

MCC Bank Ltd. expanded its
banking network by inaugu-
rating its 23rd branch at Kat-
apadi. The new branch, locat-
ed at Global Residency Build-
ing on Old Post Office Road,
Moodabettu, was opened to
provide better banking ser-
vices to customers in the re-
gion and strengthen the
bank’s growing presence
across Karnataka.

The branch was inaugurat-
ed by Chairman Anil Lobo,
while Coastal Development
Board President M. A. Gafoor
opened the safe room. Rev.
Fr. Rajesh Prasanna blessed
the new premises by lighting
the ceremonial lamp. Several
dignitaries, including reli-
gious leaders, public repre-
sentatives and bank officials,
attended the inauguration.

Addressing the gathering,
Chairman Anil Lobo said
MCC Bank remains commit-

ted to cooperative banking,
transparent governance and
customer-focused service. He
expressed confidence that the
Katapadi branch would
achieve a business turnover of
Rs.10 crore within six
months. He highlighted that
the bank’s total business has
grown from Rs.500 crore to
more than Rs.1,600 crore
during the past eight years
through improved services,
digital banking, branch ex-
pansion and strong financial
discipline.

Speakers praised the bank
for its steady growth, ethical
practices and contribution to
community development.
They said MCC Bank has
earned public trust by provid-
ing reliable banking services
while supporting educational
and social initiatives.

Guests congratulated the
management and staff for
their teamwork and profes-
sionalism.

Officials reunite lost
children with their families

CHNEWS,VIJAYANAGARA

Three minor boys who were
found roaming suspiciously
near a railway station were res-
cued by the District Child Pro-
tection Unit and Akkapade
team.

The children were later hand-
ed over to their parents after
completing the required legal
procedures.

The Railway Police Station
had informed the District Child
Protection Unit about the chil-
dren’s presence near the station.
Following the information, of-
ficials immediately reached the
spot and safely brought the
boys to the District Child Pro-
tection Unit office. During
questioning, the children said
they had left home without in-

forming their families to visit
Huligemma temple but lost
their way.

The rescued children were
identified as Shankar from Ku-
reguppa village in Sandur taluk,
Yashwanth from Gadag district
and Harsha, a student of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose English
Medium School. Officials con-
tacted their parents and advised
them to provide better care and
supervision to avoid such inci-
dents in the future.

After receiving a written as-
surance from the parents, the
children were safely sent back
home. Yashwanth’s father Ra-
jashekar agreed to take respon-
sibility for all three children and
was asked to appear before the
District Child Protection Unit
office in Ballari.

VALUING SENIOR CITIZENS

Supporters protest after Hitnal
misses ministerial position

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Congress workers and sup-
porters of Koppal MLA K.
Raghavendra Hitnal ex-
pressed disappointment after
he was not included in the
newly expanded state cabinet.

Hitnal, who has been elect-
ed three times consecutively
from the Koppal Assembly
constituency, was widely ex-
pected by his supporters to
receive a ministerial position.
The decision led to protests

and strong reactions from par-
ty workers in the district.

Former municipal council
member and social worker
Manvi Pasha, a close support-
er of Hitnal,

criticized the Congress high
command for overlooking the
senior MLA. He said Hitnal
has earned the trust and re-
spect of people through his
service and deserved a place
in the cabinet.

Pasha expressed confidence
that Hitnal would receive an

important responsibility in the
future and urged the party
leadership to immediately ap-
point him to a cabinet-rank
post in a government corpora-
tion or as the chairman of
KMF.

He warned that ignoring
popular leaders could affect
the party's support in the dis-
trict, while adding that Hit-
nal's standing among the peo-
ple would remain strong de-
spite missing the ministerial
berth.

Hadapada
Appanna Jayanti
highlights
Sharana values

HAVERI

Hadapada Appanna’s contri-
bution to spreading Basavan-
na’s ideals by challenging
social ignorance was remem-
bered during his Jayanti cele-
bration held at Sri Math in
Haveri.

Sri Basava Shantaliga Ma-
haswamiji of the new Math
said Appanna played an im-
portant role in promoting
awareness and equality
through his teachings. He
added that Appanna shared
Basavanna’s vision and stood
firmly with Sharane Lingam-
ma during life’s struggles.

ANJUMAN COLLEGE STUDENTS
JOIN GREEN DRIVE

BHATKAL

A tree plantation program was
organized at Anjuman Arts,
Science and Commerce Col-
lege as part of Vanamahotsa-
va-2026 on Monday.

The event aimed to create
awareness among students
about the importance of pro-
tecting the environment and
increasing green cover.

The program was presided
over by college principal
Prof. Mohammad Yusuf Kola,
while Bhatkal subdivision As-
sistant Conservator of Forests
Hasta Shetty attended as the
chief guest. She said students
have an important role in en-
vironmental conservation and
encouraged everyone to plant
trees and ensure their proper

care. Prof. Mohammad Yusuf
Kola said protecting and nur-
turing trees is the responsibil-
ity of every citizen.

He added that spreading
awareness among youth about
environmental protection is
essential in today’s world.
Guests, teaching and
non-teaching staff, and stu-
dents actively participated in
planting trees on the college
campus. NSS Officer Prof.
Damodar Nayak, IQAC Coor-
dinator Dr.

D.S. Prabhu, Scouts Coor-
dinator K. Kalimulla, Eco
Club Coordinator Bibi Noora
Kasma, and other staff mem-
bers were present during the
program. The event encour-
aged students to take part in
protecting nature.

Puttarangashetty
returns as
minister after
four wins

CHAMARAJANAGAR

Senior Congress MLA C. Put-
tarangashetty, who has won the
Chamarajanagar Assembly
constituency four consecutive
times, has received a ministeri-
al position for the second time.
His inclusion in the D.K. Shi-
vakumar cabinet has brought
importance to the district’s rep-
resentation.

Puttarangashetty had earlier
sought a ministerial post in Sid-
daramaiah’s cabinet but was
given the MSIL chairmanship.
He was later considered for the
Deputy Speaker position before
finally being inducted into the
state cabinet. Chamarajanagar
district, where Congress won
three of four assembly seats,
has now received cabinet rep-
resentation.

The 68-year-old leader de-
feated senior BJP leader V. So-
manna in the previous election
and became the only MLA
from the Uppara community in
Karnataka. A strong supporter
of Siddaramaiah, Puttaran-
gashetty has remained active in
politics for several years and
has worked for the representa-
tion of backward communities.

Born on November 30, 1954,
in Uppinamole village of
Yalandur taluk, Puttarangashet-
ty completed his BA degree
and briefly worked as a govern-
ment APMC clerk before enter-
ing agriculture and politics.

Healthy lifestyle helps prevent brain diseases, says Doctor

VIJAYANAGARA

A healthy lifestyle and timely
medical care can help prevent
brain-related diseases, said
District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. T. Lingara-
ju

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a World Brain Day
programme held at the District

Government Public Hospital in
collaboration with the district
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Karnataka Brain Health
Initiative and Health Depart-
ment.

Dr. Lingaraju said the brain
controls all functions of the hu-
man body and any disturbance
can affect a person’s health,
family life and financial condi-

tion. He explained that increas-
ing stress, high blood pressure,
diabetes, unhealthy food hab-
its, addictions and lack of exer-
cise are contributing to a rise in
brain-related problems.

He advised people to follow
healthy habits such as getting
seven to nine hours of sleep
daily, eating nutritious food,
avoiding junk food, exercising

regularly and learning new
skills to improve brain health.
He said early diagnosis and
proper treatment are important
to prevent serious complica-
tions.Administrative Medical
Officer Dr. Bharat said stroke
cases, which were earlier com-
mon among elderly people, are
now increasing among younger
generations.

Judge hlghllghts lmportance of senior citizens in society

CH NEWS, CHIKKAALAPURA

Senior citizens are not a bur-
den on society but the founda-
tion of a stable and val-
ue-based community, said
Chief District and Sessions
Judge and District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Chairman
Justice T.P. Ramalingegowda.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a one-day workshop
on the rights of senior citizens
and government welfare pro-
grammes at the Government
First Grade Women’s College
on Monday.

The programme was jointly
organised by the District Le-
gal Services Authority, district

administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Women and Child Devel-
opment Department and the
Department for the Empower-
ment of Disabled and Senior
Citizens. Justice Ramalinge-
gowda said Indian culture
teaches respect for parents,

teachers and elders through
the values of “Matrudevobha-
va, Pitrudevobhava and Acha-
ryadevobhava.” He said the
experience and wisdom of
senior citizens strengthen so-
ciety and should always be
valued.

He encouraged young peo-
ple to care for elders just as
parents cared for them during
childhood. He also urged se-
nior citizens to understand
their legal rights and approach
the District Legal Services
Authority whenever they face
problems. The workshop pro-
vided information about legal
protection, welfare schemes
and solutions available for se-
nior citizens.

Sub-Divisional Officer
D.H. Ashwin explained that
laws protect elderly people
from neglect and allow them
to seek maintenance from
children if required. He said
property transferred through

force or fraud can be restored
to senior citizens through le-
gal action. He urged elders to
seek help from legal authori-
ties whenever their rights are
violated.The programme was
attended by Member Secre-
tary and Senior Civil Judge
Shilpa B., Bar Association
President K.V. Abhilash, edu-
cation department officials,
representatives of senior citi-
zens’ associations, govern-
ment officers, students and
elderly participants. Speakers
stressed that respecting and
protecting senior citizens is a
shared responsibility that
helps build a caring, just and
compassionate society.

Janardhan Reddy questions
Nagendra’s ministerial appointment

GANGAVATHI

Ballari Rural MLA Nagendra
getting a ministerial berth has
become a matter of discus-
sion, with Gangavathi MLA
G. Janardhan Reddy saying
that the people of Ballari dis-
trict should decide on the is-
sue.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, Janardhan Reddy
said the investigation into the
Valmiki Development Corpo-
ration scam is still incom-
plete. In such a situation, he
questioned the decision to
give a ministerial position to
a person facing allegations
and said the government must

take responsibility for its
choices.He said that giving
ministerial posts to leaders
with controversies attached
would be judged by the peo-
ple. However, he welcomed
the appointment of Basavaraj
Rayareddy from Yelburga
constituency and Shivaraj
Thangadgi from Kanakagiri
constituency as ministers.
Janardhan Reddy said it
was a matter of happiness that
two leaders from the district
received ministerial positions.
He expressed hope that both
ministers would work towards
the overall development of
the region and cooperate in
making the district progress.
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2womenamong
8 militants
arrested

Imphal
Eight militants, including
two women cadres, be-
longing to different banned
insurgent outfits were ar-
rested and arms, ammuni-
tion and other incriminat-
ing materials recovered in
separate joint security
force operations across
Manipur during the past 24
hours, officials said on
Monday. A senior police of-
ficial said that the eight
militants, including two
women, were apprehend-
ed from Imphal West, Im-
phal East. and Bishnupur
districts during coordinat-
ed operations jointly car-
ried out by the Manipur
Police and other security
agencies.

Meghalaya to give
laptops to Class 10,12
students

Shillong
The Meghalaya govern-
ment will provide free lap-
tops to meritorious stu-
dents who successfully
cleared the 2026 Class 10
and Class 12 Board exami-
nations, officials said on
Monday. The Directorate of
Information Technology
and Communications
(DITC) has initiated the
process for identifying eli-
gible students who ap-
peared in examinations
conducted by the Megha-
laya Board of School Edu-
cation (MBOSE), the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), the In-
dian Certificate of Second-
ary Education (ICSE), and
the Indian School Certifi-
cate (I1SC).

Foreign crew get travel relief

The chief officer and second engineer of the ship had been
detained in Kochi for more than a year after the ship capsize

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Monday permitted two more
foreign crew members of the
sunken cargo vessel MSC
Elsa 3 to return to their home
countries while directing
them to fully cooperate with
the ongoing investigation
into the shipwreck off the
Kerala coast.

Justice Bechu Kurian
Thomas passed the order
while hearing petitions filed
by the Chief Officer and the
Second Engineer of the Libe-
rian-flagged vessel, which
sank off the Kerala coast on
May 25, 2025. The crew
members had remained in In-
dia for more than a year after
the incident.

The court allowed both of-
ficers to leave the country
subject to stringent condi-
tions. Each has been directed
to execute a bond of Rs 10
lakh with two sureties and
deposit Rs 1 lakh as cash se-
curity before the Judicial
First Class Magistrate Court
in Kochi.

The officers have also been
instructed to submit an un-
dertaking stating that they
will cooperate with the in-
vestigation under the relevant

What’s the matter

m Two foreign crew members
allowed to return home.

®m Rs 10 lakh bond and
Rs 1 lakh cash security
mandated.

® Must cooperate with the
ongoing investigation.

m Five of seven petitioning
crew members granted relief.

legal provisions. Additional-
ly, they must provide their
permanent residential ad-
dress, mobile number and
other contact details before
departing from India.

The High Court had earlier
indicated that it was inclined

to grant them permission to
travel as their names were
not mentioned in the prelim-
inary enquiry report.

This is the second order al-
lowing foreign crew mem-
bers to leave India in connec-
tion with the case.

Earlier, the court had
granted similar relief to three
other foreign crew members
after imposing identical con-
ditions.

With the latest order, five
of the seven foreign crew
members who approached
the High Court have now
been allowed to return to
their respective countries.

The petitions filed by the
ship's Master and the Chief
Engineer are still pending be-
fore the court.

SC refuses to stay
Madras HC orderon
Thiruparankundram
Deepam

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Monday
issued notice on a plea filed by the
Tamil Nadu government challeng-
ing a Madras High Court order
permitting the lighting of the tradi-
tional Karthigai Deepam at the
‘deepa thoon’ (lamp pillar) situated
atop the Thiruparankundram hill
near a dargah in Madurai district.

A Bench of Justices Aravind
Kumar and Vipul M. Pancholi
sought responses from the original
writ petitioners before the Madras
High Court and other respondents
and tagged the matter with a con-
nected pending case for further
hearing.

Global energy, goods price
surge drive WPI inflation: Govt

NEW DELHI

The increase in wholesale
price inflation in June was
largely driven by price
pressures in goods that are
sensitive to global com-
modity and energy prices,
the Parliament was in-
formed on Monday.

However, the government
has been actively undertak-
ing a series of measures to
control inflation and miti-
gate its impact on consum-
ers, which has helped to
rein in retail inflation based
on the consumer price in-
dex (CPI), Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary told the Lok Sabha in
a written reply to a ques-
tion.

These measures include
augmenting buffer stocks
for essential food items,
selling procured grains in
the open market to bring
down prices, and calibrat-
ing trade policies, he add-
ed.

On a year-on-year basis,
wholesale price index
(WPI) based inflation in-
creased from 9.68 per cent
in May to 9.87 per cent in
June.

However, as a result of
the steps taken by the gov-
ernment to control infla-
tion, the retail or Consumer
Price Index (CPI)-based
inflation rate has been 3.1

per cent (January-March of
FY26) and 3.9 per cent
(April-June FY'27), the
minister said.

The rise in WPI inflation
is largely driven by the
price pressures in commod-
ities that are more sensitive
to global energy and com-
modity price movements,
particularly mineral oils
(including petroleum prod-
ucts), food articles, basic
metals, chemicals and
chemical products, Chaud-
hary said.

He said that the govern-
ment, in consultation with
the RBI, determines the
CPI retail inflation target
once every five years to
maintain price stability
while keeping in mind the
objective of promoting
strong economic growth.

The government in
March this year notified the
CPI inflation target at 4 per
cent with a lower tolerance
level of 2 per cent and up-
per tolerance level of 6 per
cent, for the period from
April 1, 2026 to March 31,
2031.

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways recorded a
strong 9% year-on-year
growth in freight loading
during July 2026, transporting
141.3 million tonnes of cargo
compared with 129.7 million
tonnes in the corresponding
month last year.

The rise in freight move-
ment boosted revenue and
reflected increased demand
from key sectors of the
economy, according to an
official statement issued on
Monday.

Several major commodity
groups posted double-digit
growth during the month.
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Iron ore loading registered
the highest increase at
22.2%, while coal and
foodgrains recorded an
11.5% rise. Fertiliser load-
ing grew by 12%, and the

KERALA PSC STIR GAINS
POLITICAL BACKING

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The indefinite protest by Ker-
ala Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) Lower Primary
(LP) School Teacher rank
holders outside the Secretariat
gained further momentum on
Monday, with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) intensify-
ing its attack on the state gov-
ernment and extending sup-
port to the agitating candi-
dates.

The protest has also drawn
support from a section of Ma-
layalam film and television
personalities, who urged the
government to address the
grievances of the rank holders
without further delay.

BJP leaders have been vis-
iting the protest venue daily
to express solidarity with the
candidates. Leading the par-
ty's campaign, Kerala BJP
President and MLA Rajeev

NEET effect?

m BJP intensified its sup-
port for the protesters.

m Rajeev Chandrasekhar
highlighted rank holder
Gopika’s case.

m BJP alleged merit was being
ignored in appointments.

m Malayalam film and
television personalities
backed the agitation.

Chandrasekhar highlighted
the case of Gopika, who se-
cured the ninth rank in the LP
School Teacher examination.

In a social media post,
Chandrasekhar said that de-
spite achieving a top rank
through merit, Gopika was
compelled to stage a protest
outside the Secretariat instead
of serving as a teacher in a

classroom. He described her
situation as representative of
the struggles faced by hun-
dreds of qualified young job
aspirants in the state.

The BJP leader alleged that
deserving candidates were be-
ing denied appointments
while backdoor recruitments
allegedly benefited those with
political connections. He ac-
cused both the Opposition
CPI(M)-led LDF and the rul-
ing Congress-led UDF of fail-
ing to safeguard merit and
employment opportunities for
Kerala's youth.

Using the slogan Randalla,
Onnanu (Not two, but one),
Chandrasekhar claimed that
both political fronts were
equally responsible for deny-
ing jobs to deserving candi-
dates. He reiterated that the
BJP-led NDA would continue
to stand with the protesting
rank holders.

Bengal eyes 5-fold
jump in panchayat
income with new
SOP on tax recovery

KOLKATA

The West Bengal Panchayat
Department has issued a Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
(SOP) to boost the own-
source revenue of panchayats
across the state.

A senior government offi-
cial said on Monday that the
SOP lays down detailed
guidelines on tax collection,
including the process for col-
lecting taxes, ensuring pay-
ments are made within a spec-
ified timeframe, and the steps
to be taken if dues remain
unpaid. Besides streamlining
tax collection, the SOP also
directs panchayats to explore
alternative avenues to en-
hance their own revenue.

The official said that while
reviewing the functioning of
the panchayat department af-
ter the change of government
in the state in May this year,
several issues were noticed in
various areas. The issues were
reported to state Panchayat
Minister Dilip Ghosh.

According to the depart-
ment, the functioning of sev-
eral gram panchayats.

Rail freight records ro

balance other goods catego-
ry increased by 12.1%, indi-
cating sustained demand
from infrastructure, manu-
facturing and agriculture.
To meet higher power

Dipke reflects on ‘biggest
achievement’ of Delhi stir

NEW DELHI

Cockroach Janta Party found-
er Abhijeet Dipke on Monday
said the group’s immediate
priority is to strengthen its or-
ganisation following the stu-
dent-led protests, asserting
that the movement’s biggest
success was not securing the
resignation of Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan but
the willingness of people to
question the government on
matters of public interest.
Dipkesaid that the organisa-
tion would first regroup with
its volunteers before deciding
its future course of action.
Right now our focus is to
regroup. When we started this
protest, our team was very
small, around 10 to 20 people.
But as the movement pro-
gressed, many people and
volunteers came forward. To-
day, our volunteer team has
grown to more than 300 peo-
ple. First, we want to take
feedback from them on what
we could have done better
and what mistakes could have
been avoided. After that, we
will decide what kind of or-
ganisation should be built and
how we should move ahead,

he said.

Dipke said he viewed the
movement’s greatest achieve-
ment as encouraging citizens
to speak up against the gov-
ernment without fear.

For me, the biggest
achievement of this protest is
not the resignation of Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. The biggest
achievement is the courage
and determination shown by
people to question the govern-
ment, demand answers, and
come out on the streets to
fight for their rights.

For the last 10—12 years,
people were afraid to speak
against the government be-
cause they feared police ac-
tion, legal cases or even jail,
he said.

Calling public participation
the cornerstone of democracy,
Dipke argued that govern-
ments must respond to citi-
zens’ demands. This is how
democracy should function.
When people express their
concerns, the government
should listen and act on them.
When lakhs of students were
demanding the removal of
Dharmendra Pradhan, he
should have been removed, he
said.

generation requirements, In-
dian Railways also en-
hanced domestic coal sup-
ply to thermal power plants
by 20% in July compared
with the same month last
year.

The surge in freight oper-
ations translated into an ad-
ditional freight revenue of
Rs 1,137 crore, marking an
8% increase over July 2025.
Among the zonal railways,
East Central Railway and
Eastern Railway recorded
the highest growth in freight
revenue at 33% each. West
Central Railway posted a
23% increase, while South
Eastern Railway registered

bust growth

a 10.33% rise.

Passenger traffic also wit-
nessed healthy growth
during the month. Indian
Railways carried 63.35
crore passengers in July
2026, compared with 62.19
crore passengers in July
2025. Growth was recorded
across both suburban and
non-suburban services.

The Railways said it re-
mains focused on strength-
ening freight logistics, im-
proving passenger services
and expanding modern in-
frastructure to support In-
dia’s economic growth, en-
ergy security and seamless
mobility.

CM remark case:
MLA gets bail

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Monday granted regular bail
to DMK's Vilathikulam MLA
G.V. Markandayan, who was
arrested over an alleged pub-
lic remark that his party legis-
lators would break the bones
of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay inside the As-
sembly.

Justice G.K. Ilanthiraiyan
allowed the bail petition after
imposing several conditions,
including an undertaking
from the legislator that he
would not make similar
speeches against the Chief
Minister in the future.

The court directed Markan-
dayan to file an affidavit be-
fore the jurisdictional magis-
trate in Thoothukudi affirm-
ing that he would refrain from
making such remarks. He was
also instructed to appear be-
fore the investigating officer
twice daily until further or-
ders, except on days when his
attendance is required for the
Tamil Nadu Assembly's Bud-
get session, which begins on
August 5.

During the hearing, senior
counsel P. Wilson, represent-
ing the MLA, argued that the
alleged statement was made
during a political speech and
did not justify his arrest or
continued detention.

State Public Prosecutor R.
John Sathyan submitted that

Court conditions

The High Court di-
rected Markandayan
to submit an affidavit

promising not to make
similar remarks in future.
He must also appear
before the investigat-
ing officer twice dalily,
except during Assembly
sittings. The Tamil Nadu
Budget session is sched-
uled to commence on
August 5.

the Budget session was set to
commence shortly and said
the court could consider
granting bail if the legislator
expressed remorse. He also
requested that the MLA file
an undertaking before the ju-
risdictional magistrate.

Markandayan approached
the High Court after a ses-
sions court in Thoothukudi
rejected his bail plea last
week, citing the seriousness
of the alleged remarks made
at a public meeting.

Earlier, the MLA had chal-
lenged his judicial remand
dated July 20 before the High
Court, where orders had been
reserved on July 28. After
failing to obtain relief from
the sessions court, he filed the
present regular bail petition,
which has now been allowed.

‘Party consumed by
infighting’: Mann takes
swipe at Cong

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Monday
slammed the Congress over
its internal discord, saying the
party is preoccupied with in-
fighting and has little concern
for the interests of Punjab.

Speaking exclusively to
TIANS, Mann said, Good luck
to the Congress for its ongo-
ing fight. They keep fighting
for positions and chairs. Ear-
lier too, they had a rate list
where the Chief Minister’s
post was allegedly worth Rs
500 crore, while other minis-
terial posts were assigned dif-
ferent amounts. Attacking the
Congress party, Mann alleged
that the party is producing
dealers instead of leaders.

They fought among them-
selves in Sangrur, Barnala,
and Mansa, yet they keep
claiming that Bhagwant Mann
is sending people there. What
is the need for that? Bhupesh
Baghel was appointed by their
own party, but today they are
not even accepting him, Mann
said.

Referring to protests
against the Congress leader-

ship, he added, Posters were
put up saying ‘Go Back, Ba-
ghel’. The Congress is busy
with its infighting and does
not care about Punjab. We are
here to work for Punjab. So,
congratulations to the Con-
gress for its fight.

The Chief Minister also
claimed that no paper leak
had taken place in Punjab and
accused the BJP of attempting
to tarnish his government’s
image.

No paper leak has happened
in Punjab. The BJP is still un-
able to recover from what
happened earlier. They did not
expect Gen Z to protest on
such a large scale, and Arvind
Kejriwal supported them. So-
nam Wangchuk was also
there. Now they are targeting
the Punjab government and
trying to defame us.

He clarified that the issue
involved only instances of
digital cheating and that ap-
propriate action had been tak-
en. There was a minor issue
related to cheating. Digital
cheating was taking place,
and action was taken against
those involved.

Jharkhand on alert after gangster
Sinha killed in encounter

RANCHI

An alert has been issued in
several districts of
Jharkhand, including Dhan-
bad, Ranchi, Palamu,
Ramgarh, and Jamtara, on
Monday after gangster Sujit
Sinha was killed in a police
encounter.

The killing of the notorious
gangster in a late-night po-
lice encounter in Jamtara has
brought to a close one of the
state's most feared chapters
of organised crime.

Accused in more than 75
criminal cases, including
murder, extortion, kidnap-
ping, Arms Act violations
and other serious offences,
Sinha had for nearly two de-
cades remained a symbol of
fear across several districts,
particularly in the coal belt
and Palamu region.

Although serving a life
sentence in the high-profile
Palamu double murder case,
Sinha was allegedly continu-
ing to run his criminal syndi-
cate from behind bars.

According to police, he
was being transferred from
Sahibganj Divisional Jail to
Dhanbad Divisional Jail late
evening when the incident

occurred.

Police said the prison con-
voy was travelling along the
Sahibganj-Govindpur Na-
tional Highway when one of
the escort vehicles suffered a
tyre puncture between
Supaidih and Kendbona in
Jamtara district.

During the process of shift-
ing Sinha to another vehicle,
he allegedly seized a weapon
from a security personnel and
attempted to flee.

Officers claim that he
opened fire on the police
team, prompting retaliatory
action. Sinha sustained criti-
cal injuries in the exchange
of fire and later died. News
of the encounter spread rap-
idly on Monday, drawing a
large number of local resi-
dents to the spot.

Jamtara Police cordoned
off the area and launched a
detailed forensic examina-
tion.

A team from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
collected evidence, while se-
nior police officials inspected
the site and reviewed the se-
quence of events. The crime
scene was scientifically doc-
umented and all material ev-
idence secured.
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ABVP tostepup
(ampus campaigns
across Kerala

Kochi
The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar-
thi Parishad (ABVP) has
decided to intensify its
‘Campus to Campus
Vande Mataram’ and
‘Screen Time to Activity
Time’ campaigns across
Kerala. The decision was
taken at the organisation’s
two-day Central Working
Committee meeting held
in Ernakulam. The meeting
discussed education, stu-
dent issues and the organ-
isational road map for the
coming year. ABVP said
Kerala would receive spe-
cial attention in the
months ahead. The two
campaigns will be expand-
ed across colleges and ed-
ucational institutions.

Red Fort bomb threat
email triggers security
alert

New Delhi
Ahead of the Independ-
ence Day celebrations, se-
curity agencies in Delhi
sprang into action to comb
the entire area around the
Red Fort on Monday as an
email sent to the Delhi
Mayor’s office threatened
multiple bomb blasts at
the iconic monument on
August 15, an official said.
Soon after receiving the
alert, police personnel,
bomb disposal squads,
and other security teams
rushed to the Red Fort and
carried out an extensive
sanitisation and inspection
of the premises, said the
official.

SC enhances child
accident
compensation

New Delhi
The Supreme Court has
enhanced compensation
from Rs 45.40 lakh to Rs
83.38 lakh for a girl who
suffered severe and per-
manent disabilities in a
road accident when she
was six months old.

A bench of Justices Ujjal
Bhuyan and N.V. Anjaria
observed that catastrophic
injuries deprive a child not
only of physical abilities
but also of the joys of
childhood, dignity.

India airport capacity
hits 580 million: Govt

Airport expansion and airline fleet additions are strengthening India’s aviation
infrastructure to meet rising domestic and international travel demand

NEW DELHI

India’s aviation infrastructure
has reached a major mile-
stone, with the country’s total
annual passenger handling
capacity crossing 580 million,
the Centre informed Parlia-
ment on Monday.

Minister of State for Civ-
il Aviation Murlidhar Mo-
hol, in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha, said
the increase reflects sus-
tained efforts by the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) and private airport
operators to expand and mod-
ernise airport infrastructure
across the country.

He said these expansion
projects are planned after as-
sessing passenger traffic
growth, operational require-
ments, airline demand, finan-
cial viability and techno-eco-
nomic considerations. The
enhanced capacity is intended
to meet future growth in do-

' mestic and

international
air travel while
easing conges-
tion at busy airports.
According to the govern-
ment, India’s airports handled
around 420 million passen-
gers during the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year, well below the
newly created annual han-
dling capacity of over 580
million. The additional capac-
ity is expected to support the
aviation sector’s long-term
growth and improve passen-

ger experience.

India currently has 166 op-
erational airports. To further
strengthen aviation infrastruc-
ture and improve regional
connectivity, the government
has granted in-principle ap-
proval for 25 greenfield air-
port projects. Of these, 14
airports have already become
operational.

In a separate written reply,
Civil Aviation Minister K.
Rammohan Naidu informed
the Rajya Sabha that 11 sched-
uled and scheduled commuter

What data shows

m Airport handling capac-
ity exceeds 580 million
passengers annually.

m Passenger traffic stood
at 420 million in FY
2025-26.

m India has 166 operation-
al airports.

m 25 greenfield airports
approved in principle.

m 14 greenfield airports
already operational.

airlines are currently operating
in the country. He reiterated
the government’s commitment
to creating a supportive eco-
system for the expansion of
existing airlines while encour-
aging new players to enter the
aviation sector, ensuring that
infrastructure development
keeps pace with the rising de-
mand for air travel.

Hyderabad all set for BRICS
Anti-Corruption Meet

HYDERABAD

India will host the second
meeting of the BRICS An-
ti-Corruption Working Group
(ACWG) and the second
meeting of the BRICS Expert
Network on Asset Recovery
in Hyderabad on August 4
and 5 under its BRICS Presi-
dency 2026.

Organised by the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Train-
ing (DoPT), the meeting will
bring together representatives
from BRICS member coun-
tries, senior policymakers,
experts, practitioners and of-
ficials from anti-corruption
and law enforcement agen-
cies.

According to an official re-
lease issued on Monday, the
event aligns with the theme
of India’s BRICS Presidency,
Building for Resilience, In-
novation, Cooperation and
Sustainability. Department of
Personnel and Training Sec-
retary Rachna Shah will in-
augurate the two-day meet-

Focus areas

m \enue: Hyderabad.

m Dates: August 4-5.

m Organiser: Department of
Personnel and Training.

m Focus: Asset recovery,
cross-border corruption
and governance reforms.

m Side event: Ethical Gover-
nance through Innovation
and Tech-Driven Systems.

® Theme: Building for Resil-
ience, Innovation, Cooper-
ation and Sustainability.

ing.
The deliberations will fo-
cus on strengthening interna-
tional cooperation for asset
recovery, combating
cross-border corruption and
promoting transparency and
accountability in governance.
Member countries will also
discuss ways to improve in-
formal cooperation for trac-

ing fugitive offenders in-
volved in corruption cases
and facilitating extradition
proceedings.

Another key agenda item
will be enhancing informa-
tion-sharing and operational
cooperation through the
BRICS Expert Network on
Asset Recovery.

Delegates will also ex-
change experiences and best
practices to address corrup-
tion-related risks arising
from financial technology,
digital assets and emerging
digital financial instruments.

A dedicated side event ti-
tled Ethical Governance
through Innovation and
Tech-Driven Systems will be
held on August 5. The ses-
sion will showcase technolo-
gy-driven governance initia-
tives, including digital public
procurement, citizen engage-
ment, transparency and ac-
countability measures, along
with innovative practices to
strengthen integrity in public
administration.

CWG 2026
weightlifting
medallists feted

NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Youth Af-
fairs & Sports Mansukh Man-
daviya, on Monday, felicitat-
ed India’s Commonwealth
Games 2026 weightlifting
medallists, lauding their his-
toric performances in
Glasgow, with cash rewards.

Indian weightlifters com-
peted in 11 weight categories
and returned with eight med-
als one gold, six silver and
one bronze. The Indian con-
tingent registered multiple
Commonwealth Games and
Commonwealth records,
while several athletes also
achieved personal-best lifts.

The minister presented cash
awards of Rs 30 lakh to gold
medallists, Rs 20 lakh to sil-
ver medallists and Rs 10 lakh
to bronze medallists in recog-
nition of their outstanding
achievements at the Com-
monwealth Games, where In-
dian weightlifters delivered
one of the country’s strongest
campaigns.

India updates

digital

survey

framework

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) has adopted digital
survey platforms, artificial in-
telligence tools and advanced
quality frameworks to mod-
ernise the National Sample
Survey system, Parliament
was informed on Monday.

Minister of State for Statis-
tics and Programme Imple-
mentation Rao Inderjit Singh,
in a written reply to the Rajya
Sabha, said the ministry has
introduced Computer Assisted
Personal Interview (CAPI)
platforms integrated with the
e-Sigma system, Al-enabled
chatbots and multilingual in-
terfaces to improve the effi-
ciency and reliability of data
collection.

The minister said MoSPI
has also launched short-dura-
tion surveys to generate
high-frequency socio-eco-
nomic indicators in response
to emerging policy require-
ments. These surveys are ex-
pected to provide timely in-
sights for evidence-based de-
cision-making.

To improve survey efficien-
cy, the ministry has integrated
administrative datasets into
sampling frameworks for se-
lected surveys. This has
strengthened data collection
processes and contributed to
the timely compilation of offi-
cial statistics.

The Centre has
introduced Al-powered
tools and digital survey
platforms to modernise

statistical data collection
and improve accuracy
nationwide

The government has also
undertaken significant reforms
in macroeconomic statistics,
including the base revision of
the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), Consumer Price Index
(CPI) and Index of Industrial
Production (IIP).

According to the minister,
MoSPI has adopted the Na-
tional Metadata Structure
(NMDS 2.0), introduced the
Statistical Quality Assessment
Framework (SQAF) and
aligned statistical practices
with national and international
classification standards. The
ministry continues to study
global statistical standards and
best practices for their suit-
ability in the Indian context to
enhance the accuracy, trans-
parency and credibility of of-
ficial statistics.

MoSPI has also developed
the Sustainable Development
Goals—National Indicator
Framework (SDG-NIF), align-
ing it with the United Nations’
Global Indicator Framework
while customising indicators
to reflect India’s development
priorities, policy requirements
and data ecosystem.

Centre proposes rules for
2-wheeler ambulances

NEW DELHI

In a bid to strengthen emer-
gency healthcare delivery in
hard-to-reach areas, the Min-
istry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) on Mon-
day proposed a regulatory
framework for two-wheeled
road ambulances.

The draft notification seeks
to formally recognise and reg-
ulate such vehicles, which can
play a crucial role in provid-
ing rapid medical assistance
in rural, remote and hilly re-
gions where conventional am-
bulances face mobility chal-
lenges.

The proposed rules aim to
address the absence of a ded-

icated regulatory structure for
such vehicles, which are in-
creasingly being viewed as an
effective solution for deliver-
ing emergency medical ser-
vices in areas with difficult
terrain, narrow roads and lim-
ited access for conventional
ambulances.

According to the ministry,
two-wheeled road ambulances
can significantly improve
emergency response times
and facilitate last-mile access
to healthcare, particularly in
rural and remote regions as
well as hilly areas.

At present, these vehicles
are not recognised as a sepa-
rate category under the Cen-
tral Motor Vehicles Rules.

Bengaluru South Zilla Panchayat
Office of the Executive Engineer

S (Public Works Department)
Office of the Executive Engineer,

PWD Division, Madhugiri
No:EE/PWD/Dvn/JE-Tender/2026-27 Dated: 31.07.2026

Tender ref no:15/2026-27

On behalf of Governor of Karnataka, the Executive
Engineer, PWD Division, Madhugiri, invites tenders
from eligible Tenderers, for the works. (Madhugiri
Taluk) Approx. amount for the work is Rs.233.91
Lakhs. Tender documents may be downloaded from
the KPPP portal of the Govt. of Karnataka Viz.http://
KPPP.gov.in.Tenders must be submitted through
KPPP portal on or before 17-08-2026 (up to 4.00 pm),
Technical bids will be opened on 18-08-2026 after
4.15 Pm, Financial bid will be opened on 19-08-2026
after 4.15 Pm. Further any other information can be
seen from the KPPP portal or can be had from the
undersigned.

Goyal calls for doubling India-
Uzbek bilateral trade in 3 years

NEW DELHI

PANCHAYATHRAJ ENGINEERING DIVISION
Ramanagara, Bangalore South Dist.

No.EE/PRED/RMG/JE/09/2026-27 Date: 30.07.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Only through KPP Portal system)
The Executive Engineer, Panchayathraj Engineering Division,
Ramanagara, invites the Itemwise tender. Contractors
registered in KPWD, enrolled in PRED/PWD Licence for the
works under different Head of Account. Minimum Estimated
amount Rs.5.20 lakh. Maximum Estimated amount Rs.55.00
lakh. Last Date for submission of Tender Dated: 14.08.2026 by
4:00 PM. Opening of the Tender Dated: 17.08.2026 at
4:30 on wards. For details & further information visit the
website www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact this office
in office hours.

with visiting Uzbek Investment,
Industry, and Trade Minister
Laziz Kudratov, the minister said
the strategic partnership between
the two countries, founded on
mutual trust, respect, and a
shared vision for prosperity, of-
fers tremendous opportunities
for expanding trade, investment
and economic cooperation.
Goyal said India and Uzbeki-
stan have an immense business
potential that remains largely

untapped. He observed that
while bilateral trade has crossed
approximately $1.5 billion, it
represents only a fraction of
what the two economies can
achieve together.

The minister said India offers
Uzbekistan not only a large and
growing market but also a reli-
able partner, a skilled and
youthful workforce, and a plat-
form for innovation-led growth.

Referring to the recently con-
cluded Bilateral
Investment
Treaty between
India and Uz-
bekistan.

Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Monday invited
businesses from India and Uz-
bekistan to co-invest, co-manu-
facture and co-innovate, while
calling for concerted efforts to
double bilateral trade between
the two countries over the next
three years.

Addressing the India-Uzbeki-
stan Business Forum here along

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS, DEPARTMENT

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Madhugiri

Panchayathraj Engineering Division

Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajanagara
Division, Chamarajanagara
Phone/Fax: 08226-222027 Email:eecnr@kpwd.gov.in / pwdeechngr@gmail.com

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

DIPR/BSD/214/SA/2026-27 DIPR/TUM/191/KSMCA/2026-27

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY

(Govt of Karnataka)

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER P.W.D DIVISION SEDAM
No. EE/PWD/Dvn/Sed/TS-2/2025-26/1159 Date : 31-07-2026

AND SEWERAGE BOARD

(Through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only)
H(Two Cover System: Section-1-Technical Bidand Section-2-Financial Bid)

INVITATION FOR TENDER-4th Call
(only through KPP-Portal)
Short Tender Notification No 12/2026-27 Date: 29-07-2026 | | BWSSB invites Tenders from Registered Contractors for the following works.
Item rate tenders are invited through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only on behalf of Governer of Office of the . aineer (Desian. QA Building &
Karnataka from Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid document KW-4 form 0 SeT. GETTIE [HTENE .
The Total no of works is 2, H/A :- 5054-80-190-0-01-132 KRDCL Bridge Works Minimum estimated

:: SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION ::

1) Details of Works: 1. Total no of work 02 in Sedam Taluka indent No's are 33021/Call-2 &
35127/Call-2, 2) Head of Account: Under KKRDB For the year 2025-26, 3) Amount Put to
Tender : Lowest Estimate Cost Rs. 150.00 Lakh, Highest Estimate Cost: Rs. 160.00

cost is Rs, 200.00 lakhs, & maximum estimated cost is Rs, 500.00 lakhs, AND The Total no of works Amount put to|Last date & time|Date & Time Lakhs, 4) Eligibilit_y of C_omraCtor : Class-| ,Comracmr & Above’,s) Pre-Bid M.eeting Date:
is 1, H/A :- 5054-03-337-0-17-154 SH Improvments Works Further changes in this Notification will Division IFT Number Tender | for Submission |for Opening 12-08-2026, Morning 11:30 Hrs’ 6) Date & time for Tender Queries of tenders: 13-08-2026
be Published in Kppp.karnataka.gov.in Only. Date of events as follows: END Amount| of Tender | of Tender ||| 17:30:00 Hrs, 7) Last date & time for receipt of tenders: 14-08-2026 - 16:00:00 Hrs, 8) Date
& Time for Opening of Technical Bid: 17-08-2026 - 16:30:00 Hrs, 9) Date & Time for opening

;| Dateand Time for downloading the tender 30.07.2026 t012.08.2026 upto BWSSB/EE  |Rs839,508-| 10.08.2026 |[11.08.2026] || of Financial Bid : 18-08-2026 - 16:30:00 Hrs, 10) Tender Form Fee & EMD Amount: Tender
document from the Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal 16.00 Hrs Building |  (Building)/PB/ upto after processing fee & EMD As per e-portal, 11) Communication Address: Office of the Executive
——— A72/26-27 dtd. | Rs25000- | . Engineer, PW.D Division Sedam, 12) Internet Address: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

2 | Pre-Bid Meeting Date 05.08.2026 in Division Office 31.07.2026 400 PM 4.00PM o T ' : ' . -JOV-I,

13) If any changes for Cancelation : Any Changes and cancelations are done in
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Note: 1) The undersigned has to power to postponement/rejecting the tenders, 2) If any
changes are there in upcoming days These Tenders are not published in tender bulletin it
should be read in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Portal.

Meeting Hall at 11.00 AM
12.08.2026 Up t016.00
13.08.2026 after16.30 Hrs
15.08.2026 Morning 11.00

Sd/- Executive Engineer (Building)

3 downloading the tender document from the Last Date and Time

The detail regarding the tender & participation in the
e-procurement portal process can be obtained by logging on to
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For further details contact the
abovesigned office during working hours.

4 Date & Time for opening of Technical bid

5 Date & Time for opening of Financial bid

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
P.W.D Division Sedam

More information can be had from the website: https://www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in DIPR/Kalaburagi/393/KSMC&A/2026-27
Any other details required can be obtained from the office of

the undersigned during office hours.

NO: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 270: 2026-27

DIPR/CP/1954/MAA/2026-27

Ecﬁvtvngnfjgg [ CLASSIFIEDS To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Ukraine’s top
negotiator Umerov
tohead FIS

Ukraine’s Rustem Umeroy,
its top negotiator in U.S.-
backed talks with Russia,
will be appointed chief of
foreign intelligence servie
(FIS), Ukraine’s public
broadcaster reported on
Monday, citing President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

{ Alliance (DA),
i ond-largest party in the coun-
i try’s governing coalition, ap-
{ proached a court on Monday
i to challenge the Expropriation
{ Act, a controversial land re-
i form law that allows the gov-

‘DA challenges expropriation act

South Africa’s Democratic Alliance has argued that the act threatens investment,
while ANC defends it as essential to correct apartheid-era land ownership inequity.

. JOHANNESBURG

South Africa’s Democratic
the sec-

i ernment to seize land in the

2dieas firefighting
helicopters collide
in Greece

AGIOS KONSTANTINOS
Two firefighting helicop-
ters collided in Greece
while helping to control a
huge wildfire that has de-
stroyed more than 100
homes northwest of Ath-
ens, while people fled an-
other blaze on the tourist
island of Kefalonia. Two
people on one helicopter a
Greek and a Danish na-
tional died, while the crew
on the other, one person
from Greece, one from
Britain, survived, the fire
service said. Investigations
had started into what
caused the collision, it
added.

{ public interest, including in
i certain cases without com-
| pensating owners.

The legislation, signed into

i law by President Cyril Ra-
{ maphosa in January 2025,
i seeks to address the histori-
{ cal inequalities created
i during apartheid, when the
{ country’s white minority ac-
i cumulated ownership of
{ most privately held farm-

land. Despite its enactment,
the government has not ex-
propriated any land under
the law so far.

The DA, a pro-business
party largely supported by
white South Africans, argues
that the Act grants the gov-
ernment vague and excessive
powers, creating uncertainty
that could discourage domes-
tic and foreign investment.

SYNOPSIS

m DA challenges Expro-
priation Act in court.

® Law permits land seizure
in public interest.

®m No land has been expro-
priated so far.

m ANC says law addresses
apartheid-era inequalities.

The party has challenged the
legislation in court, intensi-
fying tensions within the co-
alition government led by
the African National Con-
gress (ANC).

The legal challenge comes
ahead of South Africa’s mu-
nicipal elections scheduled
for November, adding polit-

ical significance to the dis-
pute. Independent political
analyst Sandile Swana de-
scribed the court battle as
shadowboxing, suggesting
that while the ANC and DA
would publicly confront each
other over land reform, the
disagreement is unlikely to
collapse the coalition.

The Expropriation Act also
attracted international atten-
tion after U.S. President
Donald Trump cited it while
suspending aid to South Af-
rica last year.

The South African govern-
ment has consistently reject-
ed Trump’s criticism, main-
taining that its land reform
framework is comparable to
expropriation laws in several
other countries.

GREEK WILDFIRE BATTLE
ENTERS FOURTH DAY

PSATHA

{ Hundreds of Greek firefight-
i ers continued battling a mas-
i sive wildfire northwest of
i Athens for a fourth consecu-

i tive day on Monday as strong

‘Close ties withUS
Pacific Command
boost defence

readiness’
TAIPEI

than many imagine, the island's

to boost defence capabilities.

pines.

than many people imagine,

Koo said in an interview with a
small group of reporters, as he
voiced gratitude for Washing- |
ton's support. We continue to |
enhance our defensive combat
capabilities through military
exchanges and cooperation
with the Pacific Command at
i weather alerts as torrential

Such efforts have helped Tai- !
wan boost its defensive combat |
capabilities through military |
exchanges, he said. The United
States is Taiwan's most import-
ant international backer and |
arms supplier, despite a lack of
| precautionary evacuations

China, which views demo- |
cratically governed Taiwan as
its own territory despite the !
island's rejection of the sover- |
eignty claim, has repeatedly de-
nounced military exchanges be- |
{ Guangxi and Guangdong. Of-
China has stepped up mili-
i rainfall could trigger flash
including coast guard opera-
tions off its Pacific coast, an :
area Taiwan sees as vital for

all levels.

formal diplomatic ties.

tween Taipei and Washington.

tary pressure around Taiwan,

wartime supplies from allies.

The effort has spurred drills
by Taipei simulating Chinese
escalation, including the pros- |
pect of a blockade. Koo said a |
Chinese blockade of Taiwan |
would carry major risks for |
Beijing, which relies on exter- !
nal trade and the importance of |
! sure public safety.

its ports to global shipping.

Our cooperation with the
United States may be far closer

i winds fuelled flames that de-
i stroyed homes,
i thousands of hectares of farm-
i land and pine forests, and
i forced large-scale evacuations
i by land and sea.

scorched

The firefighting effort suf-

. fered a major setback when
Taiwan's cooperation with the |
United States may be closer !
i Greek pilot and a Danish na-
Defence Minister Wellington
Koo said on Friday, as it strives |
to deepen military exchanges |
with the U.S. Pacific Command

two crew members aboard a
firefighting helicopter a

tional were killed after their
aircraft collided mid-air with
another helicopter near the
coastal community of Psatha,

i about 40 miles from Athens.

The command helps main- |
tain peace and security in the |
Indo-Pacific, Koo said, and it |
views Taiwan as occupying a |
key position in the first island
chain that stretches from Japan |
through Taiwan and the Philip- |

The second helicopter, carry-
ing a Greek and a British
crew member, landed safely
and its occupants survived.
Authorities deployed hun-
dreds of firefighters, water

WildfireataGlance

m Firefighters battle
blaze for fourth day.

m Two helicopter crew
members killed in
mid-air collision.

® Homes, forests and
farmland destroyed.

m Twenty-one aircraft
deployed for firefighting.

tankers and 21 aircraft to con-
tain the blaze around the com-
munities of Kandili and Agia
Skepi.

Thick black smoke and
towering flames continued to
engulf dense pine forests as
emergency crews used heavy
machinery to create firebreaks
aimed at preventing the wild-
fire from reaching nearby res-
idential areas.

The wildfire is part of a
wider wave of devastating

blazes that have swept across
Europe this summer follow-
ing prolonged heatwaves and
below-average rainfall. Scien-
tists have linked the increas-
ing frequency and intensity of
such fires to climate change.
While France and Spain have
also battled destructive fires,
conditions there improved
over the weekend.

Greek authorities have
launched an investigation into
the helicopter collision.

Preliminary findings also
suggest that the wildfire in
Boeotia, which later spread
toward forests near Athens,
may have been triggered by
sparks from vibrating conduc-
tors on a private electricity
line connected to wind tur-
bines.

Two Greek nationals, an
electrical engineer and a con-
tractor, have been arrested
and face felony arson charges
in connection with the sus-
pected cause of the blaze.

Flavio Bolsonaro
closesinonLulain
Nexus/BTG poll for

Brazil election

SAO PAULO

Brazilian President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva and Sena-
tor Flavio Bolsonaro are vir-
tually tied ahead of the
country's October presiden-
tial election, according to a
Nexus/BTG Pactual opinion
poll released on Monday,
highlighting an increasingly
competitive electoral con-
test.

The survey found that in a
simulated second-round run-
off, Lula would secure 46%
of voter support, while
Flavio Bolsonaro would re-
ceive 45%, placing the two
candidates within the poll's
margin of error and indicating
a statistical tie.

The findings reflect a sig-
nificant narrowing of the gap
since the previous Nexus poll
conducted on July 27, which
showed Lula leading Bolson-
aro by 47% to 43%.

Ukraine drone
strike hits resort

MOSCOW

Russia on Monday accused
Ukraine of carrying out a
drone attack that killed four
people, including a child, and
injured 10 others at the Black
Sea holiday resort of Ge-
lendzhik in the southern Kras-
nodar region.

According to regional gov-
ernor Veniamin Kondratyev,
the attack targeted civilian
infrastructure near the resort,
particularly the nearby village
of Arkhipo-Osipovka. He de-
scribed the incident as a trag-
edy and said emergency re-
sponse teams had been rushed
to the affected area.

Local authorities said the
death toll rose to four after
drone debris struck the vil-
lage. Among the injured were
two adults and one child, who
were taken to hospital for
treatment.

A specialist disaster medi-
cine team was also deployed
on the governor’s instructions
to assist victims and coordi-
nate rescue efforts.

Unverified videos circulat-
ing on social media appeared
to show a drone crashing into
a beach area before triggering a
powerful explosion. Reuters
could not independently verify

A Ukrainian drone attack
reportedly killed four
people, including a child,
and injured 10 others in
Russia’s Krasnodar
region

the authenticity of the footage.

Ukraine did not immediate-
ly comment on the Russian
claims. Both Kyiv and Mos-
cow have repeatedly main-
tained that they do not delib-
erately target civilians during
the conflict, though both sides
have frequently accused each
other of attacking civilian in-
frastructure.

The latest incident comes
amid continuing cross-border
drone attacks that have in-
creasingly affected areas far
from the front lines. Russia
has regularly reported
Ukrainian drone strikes on re-
gions bordering or near the
Black Sea, while Ukraine has
accused Russia of launching
sustained missile and drone
attacks on its cities and civil-
ian facilities.

The war, now well into its
fifth year, continues to wit-
ness escalating aerial attacks
despite repeated international
calls for restraint and civilian
protection.

Death toll from migrant
rush to Ceuta rises to 72

CEUTA

The death toll from a mass
rush of migrants from Moroc-
co into the Spanish enclave of
Ceuta last week reached at
least 72, as five more bodies
were found along the North
African coast, officials said.
The number of fatalities was
considerably higher than what
was announced by Moroccan
authorities. More than 50,000
people crossed into Ceuta by
land and sea in an unprece-

dented surge that began on
Thursday at one of the Europe-
an Union's only two land bor-
ders with Africa, prompting
alarm across the bloc. More
than 48,000 returned to Mo-
rocco within 48 hours and
more did so over the weekend,
Spanish authorities said.

The Spanish government
representative in Ceuta, Mi-
guel Angel Perez, told report-
ers that in addition to the 72
fatalities, over 1,000 had been
treated by health services.

China sounds fresh alert as flood
risks rise in multiple provinces

BEIJING

China on Monday warned of
continued heavy rainfall across
several regions, with authori-
ties maintaining high-level

downpours increased the risk
of flooding, landslides and oth-
er natural disasters. The most
severe weather is expected in
the northwestern province of
Shaanxi and the southwestern
province of Sichuan, where

have been carried out.

The country's national mete-
orological authority retained
its second-highest precipitation
alert, covering parts of
Shaanxi, Chongqing, Guizhou,

ficials cautioned that persistent

floods, urban waterlogging and
geological disasters in vulner-
able areas.

In Shaanxi, the provincial
meteorological observatory
upgraded its storm warning,
citing heightened risks of flash
floods and inundation. Local
authorities said 87,987 resi-
dents have been relocated from
high-risk zones since July 30
as a preventive measure to en-

Sichuan has also witnessed
widespread disruption due to
intense rainfall. State broad-
caster CCTV reported that
eight geological disasters, in-
cluding landslides and related
incidents, had occurred in cit-
ies such as Yibin, Ziyang,
Meishan and Guangyuan. Al-
though no casualties have been
reported, authorities evacuated
another 40,249 residents
across 20 cities on Monday.
Since the flooding season be-
gan in mid-July, the total num-
ber of people relocated in Si-
chuan has climbed to 922,058.

China's Ministry of Natural
Resources said several rivers
across the country had exceed-
ed warning levels and issued a
red alert for flash floods in
central Chongqing. In neigh-
bouring Yunnan province,
heavy rain is forecast to con-
tinue through Thursday, in-
creasing the likelihood of river
flooding, landslides and other
geological hazards.

Meanwhile, eastern coastal
regions are preparing for the
impact of Typhoon Dolphin
later this week. Weather offi-
cials expect strong winds and
heavy rainfall to affect coastal
areas from Thursday through
the weekend.

About 60,000
ordered to
evacuate from
fires in Spokane

NEW YORK

Around 60,000 people have
been ordered to evacuate as
wildfires threaten the city of
Spokane in Washington state,
local officials, adding the fires
in the region had destroyed 600
buildings, including homes and
businesses.

The Spokane Area Fire,
which contains three separate
blazes, was threatening the ar-
eas under evacuation orders,
Spokane Fire Chief Tom Wil-
liams. The fires had burned
5,390 acres, according to a fed-
eral incident management team.

Williams said the fires had
yet to be contained. No injuries
or deaths had been reported,
officials said at a Sunday after-
noon news conference. Spo-
kane Mayor Lisa Brown called
it the worst natural disaster our
region has faced. Around
10,000 electricity customers in
the region had no power as of
Sunday afternoon, Avista Utili-
ties CEO Heather Rosentrader
said. State officials have said
that more than 250,000 acres
(101,171 hectares) are burning
across Washington state.

Former Mali Prime Minister Moussa Mara
Released After Serving Prison Sentence

DAKAR

Former Mali Prime Minister
Moussa Mara has been re-
leased from prison after
spending nearly a year in
detention over social media
posts that criticised the
country's military-led gov-
ernment and expressed sup-
port for jailed political op-
ponents.

Mara confirmed his re-
lease over the weekend
through a video message
posted on Facebook, mark-
ing the end of a high-profile
case that drew attention to
growing concerns over polit-
ical freedoms and freedom
of expression in Mali under
military rule.

The former prime minister
had been sentenced in Octo-
ber 2025 to two years in
prison, with one year to be
served in custody and the re-
maining year suspended on
probation. The conviction
stemmed from a social media
post in which he criticised
restrictions imposed by the
military government on dem-
ocratic processes and civil
liberties.

Mara was first detained in
August 2025 and charged

with undermining the credi-
bility of the state and spread-
ing false information. Au-
thorities alleged that his on-
line statements threatened
public order, while rights
groups and critics argued
that the prosecution reflect-
ed increasing intolerance of
dissent under the military
administration.

The case centred on a July
2025 social media post in
which Mara expressed soli-
darity with government crit-
ics who had been arrested
and imprisoned.

He was subsequently sum-
moned several times by in-
vestigators before being for-
mally detained and prose-
cuted.

IN THE COURT OF THE HONOURABLE
PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE & JMFC AT
BHADRAVATHI

Plaintiff : Canara Bank
V/s
Defendant : Anitha & Others
Summons / Notice to the Defendant No.1

& No.2 (a) and (b)_
Defendant No.1. Smt. Anitha.K D/o
Kumar, Aged about 38 Years,
Defendant No.2. Sri.Kumar Since dead by
his LRS.
2. (a) Smt. Gangamma W/o Late Kumar
Aged about 50 years, 2. (b) Sri. Ravi
Kumar S/o Late Kumar, Aged About 30
Years, All are Agriculturists, All R/o Door
No.7/ 165, Ward No.7, 1st Cross, Paper
Town, Bhadravath.
NOTICE
Whereas the Plaintiff has filed the above
case against 1st & 2nd of you seeking
recovery suit claim of Rs.2,34,885.02/-
with cost and future interest @9.95% +2
Penal interest being the Agricultural loan.
Itis learnt that 2nd defendant is no more
and defendant No.2 (a) & (b) are the only
legal heirs to the deceased 2d defendant
i.e. deceased Sri.Kumar. Hence Defendant
No.l and 2 (a) & (b). You all are directed
to appear before the Principal Civil Judge
& JMFC Court at Bhadravathi, Shimoga
District, on 05-09-2026 to attend the
above case at 11. A.M. and also to answer
the case. If you failed to appear before
this Court on that day either in person or
through your Counsel, you will be placed
exparte in the above case, and the case
will be disposed off in accordance with
law.
By Order of the Court
Sheristedar, Prl. Civil Judge, Bhadravathi
Advocate: B.S.Mahesh Kumar.
Dt: 21-07-2026

NAME CHANGE

1, Shabana Bano W/o Mujeeb
Ahammad and D/o Abdul Khuddus
M., residing at #52, 3rd Cross, Ward

No. 22, Rehamaniya Nagar,
Kothipura, Ramanagara-562159,
do hereby declare that my name

has been incorrectly mentioned as
SHABHAN KOUSAR BANU W/o

Majeed Ahmad and D/o Abdul
Khuddus M. in certain records and
documents. My correct and actual

name is SHABANA BANO
W/o Mujeeb Ahammad and D/o
Abdul Khuddus M. only.
Henceforth, I shall be known and
recognized by the name SHABANA
BANO W/o Mujeeb Ahammad and
D/o Abdul Khuddus M. for all legal,
official, personal and all other
purposes. Sworn before
Ramanagara Notary
Puttaraju P., Date: 03.08.2026

| PUE )TIC

Mideast crlSls Iran denies Trump’s claim of new talks

DUBAI

Iran on Monday denied that
any negotiations with the
United States were underway
or scheduled, directly contra-
dicting U.S. President Donald
Trump’s claim that talks
would begin later in the day, a
statement he used to justify
calling off planned military
strikes.

Speaking aboard Air Force
One, Trump said he preferred
reaching an agreement over
military action and an-
nounced that negotiations
with Iran would begin the
following afternoon. Howev-
er, he did not disclose the

venue or identify the partici-
pants involved.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
swiftly rejected the assertion.
Spokesperson Esmail
Baghaei said there were no
negotiations with Washington
and no meetings planned. He

added that Iran had no inten-
tion of hosting foreign dele-
gations or sending negotia-
tors abroad in the coming
days.

Baghaei said all Iranian ne-
gotiators were currently in the
country except Foreign Minis-

ter Abbas Araqchi, who was on
a religious pilgrimage in Iraq.
The only ongoing discussions,
he clarified, involved Oman
and focused on managing nav-
igation through the strategical-
ly significant Strait of Hormuz.
A senior Iranian source also
confirmed that no talks with
the United States were sched-
uled and said Araqchi would
remain unavailable until at
least the end of the week.
The exchange reflects a re-
curring pattern since Trump
launched Operation Epic
Fury alongside Israel more
than five months ago. On
several occasions, Trump has
threatened large-scale mili-

tary action against Iran before
citing diplomatic engagement
as the reason for stepping
back.

The disagreement also
highlights continuing ten-
sions over the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital global shipping
route. While Washington says
previous understandings re-
quired Iran to ensure unre-
stricted access, Tehran insists
the agreement preserved its
authority over the waterway.
Trump’s latest decision to re-
frain from military action
contributed to a decline in oil
prices, with Brent crude fall-
ing more than 4% to around
$84 a barrel.

IN THE COURT OF THE HONOURABLE
PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE & JMFC AT
BHADRAVATHI

Plaintiff : Canara Bank
V/s
Defendant : Nagaraja Rao

Sri.Nagaraja Rao S/o Venkatoji Rao,
Aged about 60 Years, Agricluturists ,
Arahatolalu Village, Bhadravathi Taluk.
NOTICE

Whereas the Plaintiff has filed the above
case against you seeking recovery suit
claim of Rs. 3,50,442/- with cost and
future interest @ 10.20% +2 Penal
interest being the Agricultural loan.
You are directed to appear before the
Principal Civil Judge & JMFC Court at
Bhadravarthi, Shimoga District, on 03-
09-2026 to attend the above case at
11. A.M. and also to answer the case. If
you failed to appear before this Court
on that day either in person or through
your Counsel, you will be placed exparte
in the above case, and the case will be
disposed off in accordance with law.

By Order of the Court
Sheristedar, Prl. Civil Judge,
Bhadravathi
Advocate: B.S.Mahesh Kumar.

Dt: 21-07-2026

"

This notice is given to the General pub-
lic that my client, Canara Bank, Madal-
uru branch, Sira Talluk, Tumkur Dist, is
going to sanction loan in favour of Smt.
Susheelamma w/o Srinivasa.S, aged
about 43 years, Resident of Hariyajji-
halli village, Hulikute Hobli, Sira Taluk,
Tumakur Dist, against security of below
mentioned schedule property. As per
the information from Smt.Susheelamma,
has Unfortunately misplaced Original
Grant certificate dt,24.12.1998, in CR
NO.441/1991-92. In this regard she has
lodged complaint online portal, vide
No. 2342575/2026 Report, dt.01.08.2026
Hence anybody having title interest, and
right in any manner over the schedule
property, may intimate the same in writ-
ing with documentary evidence to the
undersigned within 07 days from the date
of this publication, failing which my client
will proceed with the loan transactions as
not claimed. Further it is requested that if
anybody finds above said Original Grant
certificate dt,24.12.1998, the same may
be handed over either to me or to my
client Bank. SCHEDULE: Land bearing Sy
No.645 (old Sy No.440) Measuring 2 acres
20 guntas, situated at Madaluru village,
kasaba Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumkur Disttirct.

Advocate

and Notary
H.Wajid Ahmed
R.T.Road Sira Town

Mob: 9448101786
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Chelseasign Valentin
Barcountil 2033

Barco will join Xabi Alonso
and his new Chelsea
teammates later in pre-season

LONDON

Chelsea FC have confirmed
the signing of Argentine inter-
national Valentin Barco from
RC Strasbourg, with the
22-year-old midfielder agree-
ing to a long-term contract
that will keep him at Stam-
ford Bridge until 2033.

Barco is expected to join
manager Xabi Alonso and his
new Chelsea teammates later
in the pre-season as the club
continues preparations for the
upcoming campaign.

The talented Argentine be-
gan his professional career at
Boca Juniors, where he pro-
gressed through the club’s
academy before making his
senior debut at the age of 16.
During his time with the
Buenos Aires-based side, he
won several titles and estab-
lished himself as one of Ar-
gentina’s most promising
young players.

In 2024, Barco moved to
England to join Brighton &
Hove Albion. He later gained
valuable experience during
loan spells with Spanish club

Sevilla and French side RC
Strasbourg. Following an im-
pressive period in France,
Strasbourg secured his ser-
vices on a permanent basis.

Barco enjoyed a break-
through 2024-25 campaign
and played an important role
in helping Strasbourg qualify
for European football. Last
season, he registered 12 goal
contributions in 43 appear-
ances across all competitions
and was part of the Stras-
bourg team that reached the
semi-finals of the UEFA Con-
ference League.

His consistent club perfor-
mances earned him a place in
Argentina’s squad for the
2026 FIFA World Cup. At 21,
Barco was the youngest mem-
ber of the team that reached
the final before suffering a
narrow 1-0 defeat to
Spain.

Barco has made
five appearances
for Argentina’s
senior national
team and
scored twice.
He netted his first
international goal in
a 5-0 friendly victory
over Zambia and added
another during a World
Cup warm-up match

BENGALURU

The 2026-27 Indian domestic
cricket season will begin with
the Duleep Trophy, with the
prestigious red-ball tourna-
ment scheduled to be held
from August 23 to September
10 at the BCCI Centre of Ex-
cellence in Bengaluru.

The competition will follow
the zonal format, featuring six
teams representing different
regions of the country. The
tournament will be played
across three rounds, including
the opening matches, semi-fi-
nals and final.

Defending champions Cen-
tral Zone, led by Rajat Pati-
dar, have received a direct
entry into the semi-finals after
winning the title last season.
South Zone, the runners-up in
the previous edition, have
also secured an automatic
place in the last four.

The opening round will fea-
ture East Zone against North-

East Zone at COE Ground 2,
while North Zone will face
West Zone at COE Ground 1.
Both matches will be played
from August 23 to 26, begin-
ning at 9.30 a.m. The semi-fi-
nals are scheduled from Au-
gust 30 to September 2. Cen-
tral Zone will play the winner
of one opening-round match,
while South Zone will face the
remaining qualifier. The final
will be held from September 6
to 10 at COE Ground 1.
Several prominent domestic
and international players are

against Iceland in June 2026.
He also made his World Cup
debut in Argentina’s group-
stage win over Jordan. Chel-
sea will hope Barco’s versa-
tility, creativity and interna-
tional experience strengthen
their midfield options in the
com- ing sea-
sons.

expected to feature. South
Zone will be captained by Ti-
lak Varma, while Ishan Kis-
han will lead East Zone. Rajat
Patidar will captain Central
Zone, with Rinku Singh serv-
ing as vice-captain.

West Zone will be led by
Ruturaj Gaikwad and includes
experienced players such as
Prithvi Shaw, Sarfaraz Khan
and Shardul Thakur. The tour-
nament is expected to provide
an important platform for
players seeking national se-
lection.

Bumrah ruled out; Nabi gets call- -up

NEW DELHI

India pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah has been ruled out of
the two-Test series against
Sri Lanka later this month as
he continues to recover from
a left knee injury, the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) announced on
Monday.

Bumrah sustained the in-
jury while fielding
during a One-Day In-
ternational against
England in Cardiff in
July. He was initial-
ly included in the |
squad, subject to a
final fitness as-
sessment, and
had been under-
going rehabilita-
tion at the BCCI
Centre of Excel-
lence in Bengaluru.

However, persistent dis-
comfort in his left knee led
the selectors to withdraw him
from the squad. Uncapped
Jammu and Kashmir fast

bowler Auqib Nabi has been
named as his
replacement.
T h e
'+ 29-year-old
N a b i
earned his
maiden se-
nior India
call-

up following impressive per-
formances in domestic crick-
et. He claimed 104 wickets
across the last two Ranji Tro-
phy seasons and played a key
role in Jammu and Kashmir’s
historic first Ranji Trophy ti-
tle in the 2025-
26 season, tak-
ing 60
wickets.

Nabi also represented India
A during their tour of Sri Lan-
ka in June and July, picking
up six wickets in two first-
class matches. He becomes
the first cricketer from Jam-
mu and Kashmir to receive a
call-up to India’s senior Test
squad.

The BCCI added that batter
Sai Sudharsan’s participation
remains subject to fitness
clearance.

India will begin the two-
Test series against Sri Lanka
in Galle on August 15. The
second and final Test will be
played in Colombo from Au-

gust 23.

Shubman Gill will lead
the Indian side, with KL
Rahul serving as
vice-captain. The
squad also includes
Yashasvi Jaiswal,
. Rishabh Pant,
Ravindra Jadeja,
Kuldeep Yadav,
Mohammed Siraj
and Prasidh
Krishna

Kohli’s passion keeps cricket
entertaining; Chaudhary

NEW DELHI

Former international umpire
Anil Chaudhary has said that
energetic and expressive play-
ers like Virat Kohli are essen-
tial to keeping cricket exciting
and entertaining.

Speaking on JioHotstar,
Chaudhary said he had known
Kohli since his early playing
days and described the former
India captain as highly com-
petitive but free of malice. He
noted that Kohli may react
aggressively during matches
but also appreciates fair deci-
sions and maintains a friendly
relationship with officials.

“Players like him should be
there; otherwise, the game
will get boring,” Chaudhary
said, highlighting the value of
strong personalities in modern
cricket.

Reflecting on heated on-
field exchanges, including
Kohli’s famous IPL confron-
tation with Gautam Gambhir,
Chaudhary said aggression is
a natural part of the competi-
tive culture among many
northern Indian players. How-
ever, he stressed that such be-
haviour must remain within
acceptable limits.

Chaudhary also defended
run-outs at the non-striker’s
end, saying batters who leave

the crease early gain an unfair
advantage. He predicted that
cricket authorities could intro-
duce a structured system in-
volving warnings and run
penalties to discourage re-
peated early starts.

Former India opener
Aakash Chopra recalled a hu-
morous exchange involving
Virender Sehwag and veteran
umpire Steve Bucknor, while
former fast bowler Umesh Ya-
dav admitted that players
sometimes use light-hearted
banter to distract or challenge
officials during tense situa-
tions.

Chaudhary’s remarks un-
derline the importance of pas-
sion, personality and con-
trolled aggression in preserv-
ing cricket’s appeal.

MONSOON PICKLEBALL
championship draws 1,200

MUMBAI

The Monsoon Pickleball
Championship 4.0 concluded
at the Andheri Sports Com-
plex after attracting more than
1,200 athletes who competed
across 48 categories over five
days. Organised by Global
Sports, the tournament was
held from July 29 to August 2
and featured intense competi-
tion among leading profes-
sional players and emerging
talents. The large participa-
tion highlighted the growing
popularity of pickleball across
India.

Harsh Mehta and Arjun
Singh claimed the Pro Men’s
Doubles title after defeating
Tejas Gulati and Kashyap Ba-
ranwal. Arjun also secured the
Pro Mixed Doubles crown
alongside Naomi Amalsadiwa-
la. The pair prevailed in a
closely contested three-set final
against Pearl Amalsadiwala and
Divyanshu Kataria, winning
the deciding set 13-11.

Pearl and Naomi Amalsad-
iwala continued their strong
run in the Pro Women’s Dou-
bles category, defeating Khu-
shi Desai and Snehal Patil in
the final.

Diwakar Agarwal won the
Pro Men’s Singles title after
beating Rashein Samuel 11-9,
11-6. Earlier, Agarwal had de-
feated home favourite Arjun
Singh in the semi-finals. Khu-
shi Desai emerged victorious
in the Pro Women’s Singles
final, overcoming Shreya
Chakraborty 11-9, 11-0.

The final-day medals were
presented by Maharashtra
Legislative Council Deputy
Chairperson Sachin Ahir, who
praised the organisers for pro-
moting talent and helping ex-
pand the sport’s reach.

The championship’s record
participation and competitive
depth underlined pickleball’s
rapid growth in India and its
increasing appeal among ath-
letes across age groups and
skill levels.

Chhetri calls Jamshedpur
exit “Punch in the gut”

NEW DELHI

Indian football legend Sunil
Chhetri has expressed deep
disappointment over Jam-
shedpur FC’s decision to
withdraw from the upcoming
Indian Super League season,
describing the development as
“a punch in the gut” and urg-
ing the club’s management to
reconsider its decision.

Jamshedpur FC announced
its withdrawal from the ISL
on July 31, shortly after miss-
ing the deadline for payment
of the participation fee for the
new season. The upcoming
ISL campaign is scheduled to
begin on September 4.

Chbhetri said the club’s exit
would be a major setback for
Indian football, particularly
because Jamshedpur FC has
established a strong identity
and built a loyal fan base
since joining the league.

The club enjoyed one of its
finest seasons in 2021-22
when it won the ISL Winners’
Shield after finishing at the
top of the league standings.
The achievement remains a
significant milestone in the
club’s history and highlighted
its growth as a competitive
force in Indian football.

The former India captain
called on the management to
reconsider the withdrawal,
stressing that the club has
contributed significantly to
the development and popular-
ity of football in the country.

Jamshedpur FC’s decision
has raised concerns among
supporters and the wider foot-
ball community, with ques-
tions emerging over the im-
pact on players, staff, fans and
the structure of the upcoming
ISL season.

Chhetri’s reaction reflects
the concern surrounding the
future of one of the league’s
prominent clubs. His appeal
adds to calls for a resolution
that could allow Jamshedpur
FC to remain part of the com-
petition and continue its con-
tribution to Indian football.

Cullinan calls for format-
specific cricket squads

NEW DELHI

Former South Africa batter
Daryll Cullinan has argued
that cricket should move to-
wards dedicated squads and
specialist player development
for each format, saying the
expectation that batters can
consistently excel in Tests,
One-Day Internationals and
T20s is no longer realistic.

Writing in his column,
Cullinan said modern sched-
uling, franchise cricket and
T20-focused coaching have
produced players with “hy-
brid techniques” that often
struggle in demanding Test
conditions. He noted that
players are frequently re-
quired to shift rapidly be-
tween aggressive white-ball
cricket and the patience and
technical discipline needed in
the longest format.

Cullinan cited India’s re-
cent tour of the United King-
dom as an example, claiming

L

that the transition from the
Indian Premier League to in-
ternational cricket did not
provide sufficient preparation
for challenging conditions. He
said players appeared uncer-
tain when faced with pace,
bounce and movement.

The former Proteas batter
also criticised coaching sys-
tems that prioritise power-hit-
ting over strong technical
foundations. According to
him, players under pressure
tend to reproduce habits de-
veloped during training rather
than strategies discussed in
team meetings.

Cullinan argued that the “Ba-
zball” approach did not solve
the technical challenges of Test
batting and instead encouraged
some players to overlook its
most demanding requirements.
He stressed that adaptability,
risk assessment and sound
technique remain essential for
consistent success.

He urged cricket boards to
establish specialist coaching
programmes, separate devel-
opment pathways and for-
mat-specific squads. While
exceptional multi-format
players may still emerge,
Cullinan said such rare talents
should not form the basis of
national selection strategies.

He concluded that protect-
ing the distinct identity and
quality of each format would
strengthen cricket’s credibility
and commercial value.

Aiden Markram
downplays LSG

captaincy speculation _ S.

LONDON

South Africa T20I captain Aiden Markram has
played down speculation linking him with the vacant
captaincy position at Lucknow Super Giants, saying
the franchise has several quality leaders and that the
decision rests entirely with the management.

The leadership role became vacant after Rishabh
Pant stepped down in May following LSG’s bot-
tom-place finish in IPL 2026. Pant was later traded
to Delhi Capitals in exchange for left-arm j

wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav.

Markram is considered a strong contender be-
cause of his leadership experience with teams
owned by the RPSG Group in the SA20 and
The Hundred. However, the South African
batter said he had not given the IPL cap-
taincy much thought. “I’ve got no idea.
They can decide whatever they think is
best. There are some quality leaders in
the group, so I’'m not too fussed about

it,” Markram said.

Australia T20I captain Mitchell Marsh
and former West Indies captain Nicholas
Pooran are also among the leading options
within the current LSG squad. The franchise may
additionally consider leadership choices during the

IPL mini-auction.

Markram also discussed his experience of captain-
ing in The Hundred, describing the 100-ball format
as fast-paced and challenging. He credited England
white-ball veteran Jos Buttler for providing valu-

able support.

The 31-year-old recently ended a run of low
scores with a half-century, although his team lost |
the match. Markram said the innings helped him §
regain rhythm and confidence, and he hopes to
build on the performance in upcoming games.
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Sberbank surpasses
Teslain Global 500
ranking

NEW DELHI
Sberbank has secured the
64th position in the For-
tune Global 500 ranking,
surpassing Tesla at 116th
and Nike at 336th. The
Russian banking giant
climbed 152 places over
the past two years, with
annual revenue rising 36.8
per cent to $135.1 billion
and profit increasing 19.5
per cent to $20.4 billion.
Sberbank was the high-
est-ranked among nine
Russian companies on the
list. The Fortune Global
500 companies generated
combined revenue of $43.1
trillionin 2025 and em-
ployed 70.2 million people.
Sberbank, operating in In-
dia for over 15 years, is also
developing a new business
centre in Delhi.

Google selects
20 Indian Al
startups

NEW DELHI
Google has selected 20
Al-powered Indian start-
ups for the 2026 cohort of
its Play Accelerator India
programme. The three-
month, equity-free initia-
tive will provide hands-on
support in Al integration,
app quality, security,
growth and monetisation.
The selected startups op-
erate across education,
healthcare, gaming, agri-
culture, finance, e-com-
merce, productivity, life-
style and entertainment.
Google said the pro-
gramme combines Play’s
product expertise with its
wider technology ecosys-
tem to help developers
build scalable and globally
relevant products. Partici-
pants will receive mentor-
ship and practical guid-
ance to strengthen their
applications, expand user
reach and explore oppor-
tunities in international
markets.

Essar
marks 15 years
at Stanlow

STANLOW
Essar Group has cele-
brated 15 years of owner-
ship of the Stanlow Man-
ufacturing Complex, one
of Europe’s advanced re-
fining assets. Since ac-
quiring the site in 2011,
Essar has invested £1 bil-
lion in modernisation, im-
proving efficiency, ex-
panding crude-process-
ing capabilities and up-
grading key infrastruc-
ture. The company re-
cently completed a £100
million refinery turna-
round, increasing
throughput by around 8
per cent, and commis-
sioned the UK’s first hy-
drogen-ready refinery
furnace. Essar is advanc-
ing a £4.3 billion invest-
ment pipeline to trans-
form Stanlow into an en-
ergy-transition hub, with
hydrogen production, re-
tail expansion and po-
tential data-centre de-
velopment forming key
parts of its future growth
strategy.

- ASSOCHAM signs trade
partnership agreements

They will also organize trade fairs, exhibitions, conferences, and various other
business-development activities

ASSOCHAM® N

NEW DELHI

Apex industry body ASSO-
CHAM has signed strategic
Memorandums of Under-
standing with Business
France and the India & Arab
Countries Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Agricul-
ture (IACCIA) to strengthen
trade, investment and busi-
ness cooperation between In-
dia, France and Arab nations.
The agreements were
signed during the ASSO-
CHAM MoU Signing Cere-
mony and aim to deepen In-
dia’s global economic part-
nerships through institutional
cooperation, business ex-
changes, investment facilita-
tion, technology collaboration
and improved market access
across multiple sectors.
Under the partnership with
Business France, the organi-
sations will promote trade and
investment opportunities, en-

courage technology partner-
ships and joint ventures, sup-
port business delegations and
exchange market intelligence.
They will also organise trade
fairs, exhibitions, conferences
and other business-develop-
ment activities.
ASSOCHAM Secretary
General Saurabh Sanyal said
India’s increasing engagement
with international markets of-
fers significant opportunities
for companies to expand in-
vestments, partnerships and

Sening

b Countries

innovation.

Vianney Meynier, Head of
the Agricultural Export Divi-
sion at Business France, said
the partnership would support
stronger commercial ties be-
tween French and Indian en-
terprises through greater en-
gagement among companies,
institutions and investors.

The MoU with IACCIA fo-
cuses on promoting trade and
investment between India and
Arab countries. It includes fa-
cilitating business delega-

The agreements reflect
ASSOCHAM’s commitment to build-
ing stronger institutional links that
help businesses connect with global
partners, explore new markets and
create sustainable long-term value.

-Saurabh Sanyal, ASSOCHAM
Secretary General

tions, sharing trade and in-
vestment information, sup-
porting joint ventures and
technology transfer, and or-
ganising business events.

Dr Waiel S.H. Awwad, Sec-
retary General (In-charge) of
IACCIA, said the agreement
would provide an important
platform for expanding busi-
ness interaction and invest-
ment partnerships.

The collaborations are ex-
pected to create new opportu-
nities for enterprises and
strengthen India’s economic
engagement with France and
the Arab region.

American Bitcoin posts $57.2M
quarterly loss

The decline pressured crypto companies & devalued digital asset holdings.

NEW YORK

American Bitcoin, the crypto-
currency mining company
backed by two sons of U.S.
President Donald Trump, re-
ported a second-quarter loss
of $57.2 million on Monday
as a sharp decline in Bitcoin
prices weighed on its finan-
cial performance.

The company had recorded
a profit of $3.4 million during
the corresponding quarter last
year. Despite the loss, its rev-
enue more than doubled to
around $67 million from
$30.3 million a year earlier,
reflecting increased mining
activity and expansion of its
Bitcoin holdings.

Bitcoin prices fell by more
than 11% during the April-
June quarter as rising geopo-
litical tensions pushed inves-
tors towards safer assets and
triggered a broader risk-off
sentiment across financial
markets. The decline placed
pressure on cryptocurren-
cy-related companies and re-
duced the value of digital as-

ABTC

:

set holdings.

American Bitcoin contin-
ued to expand its operations
despite the market downturn.
Its Bitcoin holdings increased
by 14% from the previous
quarter to more than 8,000
coins.

The company also achieved
record quarterly production,
mining approximately 932
Bitcoin during the second
quarter. The increase was
driven by its continued focus
on expanding mining capacity
and improving operational
performance.

Chief Executive Officer
Mike Ho said the company
remained focused on factors
within its control despite chal-
lenging market conditions.

“Despite Bitcoin headwinds
in the second quarter, we
stayed focused on what we

AmericanBitcoin

expands despite loss

Revenue more than
doubled to $67 mil-
lion as mining activity
surged. Despite holding
over 8,000 coins, falling
Bitcoin prices triggered a
quarterly loss, contrast-
ing with last year's profit,
amid broader financial
market pressures.

can control,” Ho said.

The results highlight the
volatility faced by cryptocur-
rency mining companies,
whose earnings are heavily
influenced by changes in Bit-
coin prices, mining costs and
broader investor sentiment.

While higher production
and revenue demonstrated
continued operational growth,
the substantial quarterly loss
underscored the financial
risks associated with sharp
movements in digital asset
markets.

FCNR(B), FPI
flows may
support rupee

Mumbai: Strong inflows
through Foreign Currency
Non-Resident Bank, or FCN-
R(B), deposits and foreign
portfolio investment could
help the Indian rupee
strengthen towards the
94-per-dollar level, according
to Anindya Banerjee of Kotak
Securities.

Banerjee said the outlook
for the rupee will depend sig-
nificantly on the scale and
timing of foreign capital in-
flows, along with develop-
ments in global crude oil pric-
es. FCNR(B) deposits can
increase the supply of dollars
in the domestic financial sys-
tem, while sustained foreign
portfolio investment can pro-
vide additional support to the
currency.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s special FCNR(B) depos-
it measures have already at-
tracted substantial foreign-ex-
change inflows, strengthening
expectations that capital flows
could help cushion the rupee
against external pressures.

According to Banerjee, a
combination of strong FCN-
R(B) inflows.

Global factories face demand cost pressures

LONDON

Manufacturing activity across
major economies faced weaker
demand and elevated produc-
tion costs in July as the pro-
longed Iran war disrupted en-
ergy supplies and increased
uncertainty in global markets.

Surveys showed that factory
activity in China slowed, with
growth in new orders falling to
its weakest pace since January.
The five-month conflict in the
Middle East has severely af-
fected shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, a key route
for Gulf energy exports, con-
tributing to higher energy costs
for manufacturers. In the euro
zone, the S&P Global Manu-
facturing Purchasing Manag-

ers’ Index rose to 51.9 in July
from 51.4 in June, reaching its
highest level since April. A
reading above 50 indicates ex-
pansion. However, the in-
crease was largely driven by
companies clearing existing
order backlogs rather than a
significant improvement in
new demand.

Economists said the euro
zone economy remained more
resilient than expected but was
likely to experience only mod-
est growth unless conditions in
the Middle East improved.

Inflation in the euro area in-
creased to 2.9% in July from
2.8% in June, strengthening
expectations that the European
Central Bank could consider
another interest-rate increase.

Higher borrowing costs may
further weaken consumer
spending and business demand.

Germany’s manufacturing
sector expanded at the start of
the third quarter, although an-
alysts warned that sustained
growth could be difficult with-
out a resolution to the Middle

East conflict and greater sta-
bility in oil prices.

France returned to manufac-
turing contraction, while
growth in Italy slowed. Brit-
ain’s factory activity expanded
for a ninth consecutive month
but recorded its weakest pace
in four months.

Free services carry hidden economic costs

NEW DELHI

Chief Economic Adviser V.
Anantha Nageswaran has cau-
tioned against the growing
dependence on “free services”
in public policy, saying be-
low-cost pricing of utilities
and infrastructure can weaken
public finances and under-
mine long-term development.

Speaking at the CII Tamil
Nadu Infrastructure Summit
2026, Nageswaran said pro-
viding essential services be-
low their economic cost cre-
ates financial distortions that
must eventually be absorbed
by taxpayers or reflected in
the deterioration of public as-
sets. “Free is the most expen-
sive word in public policy,”

he said, stressing that infra-
structure cannot be sustain-
ably developed while services
are offered at prices that fail
to cover operational and
maintenance costs.

Nageswaran noted that
pricing resources such as wa-
ter at zero can encourage ex-
cessive consumption and
wastage, as users may begin
to treat limited resources as if
they were unlimited.

He also questioned the view
that underpricing utilities au-
tomatically functions as an
effective social safety net. Ac-
cording to him, such policies
often benefit households that
already have access to public
services, while vulnerable
communities without connec-

tions remain underserved.

People lacking access to
piped water may be forced to
purchase supplies from pri-
vate vendors at rates consid-
erably higher than standard
utility charges, he observed.

The CEA advocated trans-
parent and sustainable pric-
ing, combined with targeted
support for economically vul-
nerable households. Such an
approach, he said, would help
utilities generate sufficient
revenue to maintain existing
infrastructure and expand ser-
vices.

Explaining the economics
of public infrastructure, Nag-
eswaran said every service
has a cost that is ultimately
paid by users through tariffs.

AMERICAN DEPOSITARY SHARES

Williams expects
inflation to ease
gradually

John Williams expects
disinflationary forces to
strengthen in the
second half and persist
through 2027.

NEW YORK

New York Federal Reserve
President John Williams said
he expects inflationary pres-
sures in the United States to
ease gradually, but stressed
that the central bank
would act, including y
through interest-rate
increases, if price
growth fails to return
towards its 2% tar-
get.

In an interview with
Reuters, Williams said infla-
tion could moderate if energy
prices and trade-related pres-
sures peak while the economy
remains on a stable footing.
He expects disinflationary
forces to strengthen during
the second half of the year
and continue into 2027.

Williams said he is closely
monitoring core inflation data
to determine whether the
economy is moving towards a
sustainable return to the Fed-
eral Reserve’s 2% target by
2028.

The Federal Reserve’s pre-
ferred inflation measure rose
3.7% year-on-year in June,
remaining well above the tar-
get. Inflation has not been at
or below 2% for more than
five years.

At its latest meeting, the
Federal Open Market Com-
mittee kept the federal funds
target range unchanged at
3.50% to 3.75%. Williams
said he strongly supported the

Summary

» Fed's preferred inflation
measure rose 3.7%.

» Target range kept at
3.50% to 3.75%.

» Further monetary tighten-
ing remains possible.

« Markets expect a potential
rate hike.

» Uncertainty surrounds
energy and trade.

decision, describing
the current policy
stance as “well posi-
tioned.”
However, he added
that if the economy does not
move towards lower inflation,
further monetary tightening
would be appropriate. Finan-
cial markets have also in-
creased expectations of a pos-
sible rate hike by the end of
the year.

Williams acknowledged
uncertainty surrounding ener-
gy prices, trade tariffs and the
conflict in the Middle East
but said inflationary pressures
could ease quickly if condi-
tions improve and shipping
activity normalises.

He also said the Federal
Reserve would make policy
decisions based on its own
economic assessment rather
than market expectations.

On artificial intelligence,
Williams expressed confi-
dence that investment in the
sector does not currently pose
major financial-stability risks,
noting that many companies
involved have strong earnings
and manageable debt levels.

KKR BUYS INTEGER
HOLDINGS FOR $5 7B

NEW YORK

Private equity giant KKR &
Co. will acquire medical-de-
vice outsourcing company
Integer Holdings in an all-
cash transaction valued at
$5.7 billion, the companies
announced on Monday.

Under the agreement, KKR
will pay $127 per share for
Integer Holdings, represent-
ing a premium of about 4.8%
over the company’s closing
share price on Friday.

Shares of the Plano, Tex-
as-based company rose
around 2% in premarket trad-
ing following the announce-
ment.

The acquisition will pro-
vide KKR with control of a
major contract developer and
manufacturer serving the
global medical technology in-
dustry. Integer designs and
produces critical medical-de-
vice components and technol-
ogies used by several leading
healthcare equipment compa-
nies.

Its products are incorporat-
ed into a wide range of medi-
cal devices, including pace-
makers, defibrillators, cathe-
ters and neurostimulation
implants. The company also
supplies components used in
heart treatment systems,
pain-management therapies
and other advanced medical
technologies.
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The transaction reflects
continued investor interest in
the healthcare and medi-
cal-device sector, where de-
mand is supported by techno-
logical innovation, ageing
populations and increased
healthcare spending.

Integer operates as an out-
sourcing partner for medical
technology companies, pro-
viding development, engi-
neering and manufacturing
services.

Its specialised capabilities
allow medical-device manu-
facturers to outsource the pro-
duction of complex compo-
nents while focusing on re-
search, product development
and commercial expansion.

The deal is expected to be
completed by the end of 2026,
subject to customary closing
conditions and regulatory ap-
provals.

Following the completion
of the acquisition, KKR is ex-
pected to support Integer’s
long-term growth strategy and
expansion in the global med-
ical technology market.

Londian Wason targets $1.7B

NEW YORK

Chinese copper foil manufac-
turer Londian Wason New
Energy Tech is targeting a
valuation of up to $1.7 billion
through its planned initial
public offering in the United
States, potentially making it
the largest New York listing
by a Chinese company this
year.

The Shenzhen-based com-
pany plans to raise up to
$78.6 million by offering
around 3.6 million American
Depositary Shares at a price
range of $20 to $22 per share.
If the over-allotment option is
fully exercised, the offering
could generate up to $90.4

million.

The proposed listing will
test investor appetite for Chi-
nese companies in the United
States amid heightened geo-
political tensions between
Washington and Beijing. Chi-
nese IPO activity in New
York has slowed over the past
year as regulatory scrutiny in-
creased and Beijing encour-

aged more domestic compa-
nies to pursue listings closer
to home.

China’s securities regulator
approved Londian Wason’s
proposed New York listing in
December, making it one of
the few U.S. IPO applications
cleared by the authorities
during the past year.

Londian Wason manufac-
tures electrolytic copper foil
used in a range of new-energy
and advanced technology ap-
plications.

The company sells its prod-
ucts internationally and is led
by co-chief executives Guan-
ran Wang and Guangling
Zhou.

Its major investors include

US IPO

South Korea’s SK Group and
Mirae Asset. Several institu-
tional investors have indicat-
ed interest in purchasing
shares, including commit-
ments of up to $50 million,
$30 million and $7 million
from various investors.

The company reported a net
profit of 134.5 million yuan,
or about $19.2 million, for the
three months ended March
31, compared with a net loss
of 68.4 million yuan during
the same period a year earlier.

Revenue more than doubled
to 4.07 billion yuan from 1.91
billion yuan. Londian Wason
plans to list on the New York
Stock Exchange under the
ticker symbol “FOIL.”
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NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer Ajink-
ya Rahane praised the Indian
contingent for its impressive
performance at the Common-

wealth

Games 2026,
. describing the
., campaign as
“fantastic” and
congratulating
the athletes for making
the nation proud.

India concluded the
Glasgow Games with a strong
overall performance, securing
39 medals, including 13 gold,
17 silver and nine bronze
medals, to finish fourth in the
final standings.

Rahane said the athletes
had delivered memorable per-
formances and brought im-
mense pride to the country
through their achievements on
the international stage.

The former India Test cap-
tain also encouraged athletes
who narrowly missed out on

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

,stlc CWG campaign

Rahane praised the
medal winners for their
unwavering
dedication,
determination, and
consistent effort
throughout the
competition

podium finishes, urging them
to continue working hard and
remain focused on their future
goals. His message highlight-
ed the importance of perse-
verance and learning from
every competition.

India’s campaign featured
notable performances across
several sporting disciplines,
with athletes displaying
strong technical ability, resil-
ience and competitive spirit.

The contingent’s medal haul
reflected the growing depth of
Indian sport and the impact of
improved training, infrastruc-
ture and athlete-development
programmes.

Rahane’s appreciation add-
ed to the widespread praise
received by the Indian team
following the conclusion of
the Games. The former batter,
who recently retired from in-
ternational cricket, has contin-
ued to support Indian athletes
and celebrate their achieve-
ments.

The successful CWG cam-
paign is expected to provide
further confidence to Indian
athletes as they prepare for
upcoming international
events, including the Asian
Games and other major global
competitions.

Mandaviya honours CWG welghtllftlng medallists

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports Mansukh
Mandaviya felicitated India’s
Commonwealth Games 2026
weightlifting medallists with
cash rewards, praising their
historic performances in
Glasgow.

Indian weightlifters com-
peted across 11 weight cate-
gories and won eight medals,
including one gold, six silver
and one bronze. The contin-
gent also set several Com-
monwealth Games and Com-
monwealth records, while
multiple athletes achieved
personal-best lifts.

Mandaviya presented cash
awards of Rs 30 lakh to gold
medallists, Rs 20 lakh to sil-
ver medallists and Rs 10 lakh
to bronze medallists. Congrat-

ulating the athletes, he said
their achievements had made
the entire nation proud and
were celebrated even in Par-
liament. The minister also
recognised the contribution of
coaches, including Dronacha-
rya Award recipient Vijay
Sharma, describing their role
as vital in developing champi-
ons.

Olympic silver medallist
Mirabai Chanu created histo-

ry by becoming the first Indi-
an weightlifter to win three
consecutive Commonwealth
Games gold medals. Rishi-
kanta Singh and Valluri Ajay
Babu set new Commonwealth
Games records in the snatch,
while Gyaneshwari Yadav and
Harjinder Kaur recorded per-
sonal-best performances.
Mandaviya highlighted the
role of Khelo India and Sports
Authority of India training

KEY POINTS

» Mandaviya presented cash
awards to medallists.

« Athletes made the nation proud.

« Minister recognized Coach
Vijay Sharma.

« Mirabai won three consecutive golds.

« Multiple athletes set new records.

centres in nurturing athletes.
He urged the medallists to
visit schools and colleges and
inspire young people to pur-
sue sports.

The minister encouraged
athletes preparing for the
Asian Games 2026 to contin-
ue improving and assured
them of the government’s
support, emphasising India’s
long-term vision of building a
strong sporting culture.

Yogi hails India’s glorious CWG campaign

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath congratulat-
ed the Indian contingent for
its impressive performance at
the Commonwealth Games
2026 in Glasgow, describing
the campaign as a “glorious
chapter” in India’s sporting
journey.

India finished fourth in the
overall medal standings with
a total of 39 medals, including
13 gold, 17 silver and nine
bronze. The Indian athletes
delivered strong performances
across several disciplines and
exceeded expectations despite
the Games featuring a re-
duced sporting programme.

In a post on X, Adityanath

praised the athletes for their
outstanding achievements and
said their performances had
brought pride to the country.
He highlighted India’s histor-
ic results in boxing, athletics,
judo and para-athletics, de-
scribing the campaign as a
significant milestone for Indi-
an sport.

The Chief Minister credited
the country’s improving
sporting ecosystem to sus-
tained investment in world-
class infrastructure, athlete
welfare and grassroots talent
identification. He said the
growing support system was
helping Indian athletes com-
pete more confidently and
consistently on the interna-
tional stage.

Sakshi's left jab
powers golden arrival

GLASGOW

India’s Sakshi Chaudhary an-
nounced her arrival on the
senior stage by winning the
women’s 51kg boxing gold
medal at the Commonwealth
Games 2026, defeating En-
gland’s unbeaten Ruby White
by a commanding 5-0 verdict.

White entered the
final with an impres-
sive 70-fight winning
streak, but Sakshi
used her sharp left
jab, long reach and
disciplined movement
to control the contest.
The Bhiwani boxer
prevented her oppo-
nent from closing the
distance and combined her jab
with effective right straights,
left hooks and counterattacks.

The gold medal ended a
long wait for Sakshi, whose
career had been disrupted by
a serious shoulder injury that
kept her out of action for

nearly 18 months. During her
recovery, she struggled with
frustration and uncertainty but
received strong support from
her family, coach Jagdish
Singh and close friend Nitu
Ghanghas.

Sakshi began boxing after
being inspired by Olympic

medallist Vijender Singh. She

enjoyed major suc-
cess at the junior
and youth levels,
winning a World Ju-
nior title in 2016
and youth titles in
2017 and 2018.
However, the transi-
tion to senior boxing
proved challenging.

After competing
in the 54kg category, Sakshi
moved down to 51kg and de-
feated leading contenders,
including Nikhat Zareen and
Minakshi Hooda, during the
selection trials to secure her
place in the Commonwealth
Games squad.

Seema seeks stronger
support for athletics

HARYANA

Commonwealth Games 2026
bronze medallist Seema Kali-
ramna has expressed hope
that athletics will receive the
same level of enthusiasm and
support in Bhiwani as boxing,
which has made the Haryana
city a prominent sporting hub.

Seema’s medal-winning
performance at the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games has
brought attention to her
achievements and highlighted
the growing potential of ath-
letes from the region. She
said she hopes her success
will encourage more young
people, especially girls, to
take up athletics and pursue
competitive sport.

Bhiwani is widely known
for producing several
accomplished
boxers and has
earned a strong |
reputation as a i
centre for the
sport. Seema be-
lieves athletics
can also develop a
similar culture if
young athletes re-
ceive proper coach-
ing, facilities and
encouragement.

The bronze medal-
list said increased pub-
lic interest could moti-
vate children to partic-
ipate in track and field
events and help identi-
fy talented athletes at
an early age. She also
emphasised the im-
portance of support §
from families, coach-
es and local authori-
ties in helping ath-
letes progress.

India finished
fourth at the Com-
monwealth Games
2026 with 39 med-

als, including 13 gold, 17 sil-
ver and nine bronze. The
campaign featured historic
performances in athletics,
boxing, judo and para-athlet-
ics, reflecting the country’s
growing sporting depth.
Seema’s achievement has
added to the optimism sur-
rounding Indian athletics.
She hopes her medal will in-
spire a new generation in
Bhiwani and help create a
stronger sporting
culture be-
yond the
city’s tra-
ditional
success
in box-
ing.

The campaign
brought medal
success,
breakthrough
achievements,
new national
stars, and
shattered
barriers across
sports

MUMBAI

India’s memorable Common-
wealth Games 2026 campaign
in Glasgow produced a string
of historic firsts and intro-
duced several promising new
stars, raising hopes ahead of
next month’s Asian Games.

India finished fourth in the
overall standings with 39
medals, including 13 gold, 17
silver and nine bronze. The
achievement exceeded expec-
tations, particularly as the
Glasgow edition featured a
reduced sporting programme
that limited India’s traditional
medal opportunities.

Several sports that contrib-
uted significantly to India’s
medal tally at the 2022 Com-
monwealth Games were ex-
cluded from the 2026 pro-

Glasgow

success offers
India fresh

hope

gramme. Six of the 12 disci-
plines in which India won
medals in Birmingham were
removed, accounting for 30 of
India’s 61 medals in the pre-
vious edition.

Despite the reduced number
of events, Indian athletes de-
livered impressive perfor-
mances across the available
disciplines. The campaign
was marked not only by med-
al success but also by break-
through achievements, new
national stars and barriers be-
ing broken in several sports.

For many athletes, howev-
er, Glasgow was viewed as an
important checkpoint rather
than the main target of the
season. The Asian Games,
scheduled for next month,

will provide a tougher
and more realistic
assessment of In-
dia’s progress.
Unlike the Com-
monwealth Games,
the Asian Games
will feature stronger
competition from
major sporting na-
tions, including China,
Japan, South Korea, Ka-
zakhstan and Uzbekistan. In-
dian athletes will face greater
depth and higher standards
across disciplines.

The Glasgow campaign
has nevertheless provided
confidence and momentum.
Established champions main-
tained their consistency,
while emerging athletes
demonstrated their ability to
perform under international
pressure.

India’s success in Scotland
has created optimism about
the country’s sporting future.
However, the upcoming
Asian Games will determine
whether the promising per-
formances and new stars
from Glasgow can translate
into sustained success
against stronger continental
competition.

India receives CWG baton for 2030

GLASGOW

The Commonwealth Games
2026 concluded in Glasgow
with Scotland formally hand-
ing over the baton to India,
which is set to host the 2030
edition in Ahmedabad.

The closing ceremony
marked the end of a success-
ful Games and signalled the
beginning of India’s prepara-
tions to stage one of the
world’s biggest multi-sport
events. The handover placed
Ahmedabad in the global
sporting spotlight as the city
prepares to welcome athletes
and delegations from across
the Commonwealth in 2030.

India enjoyed a strong cam-
paign at the 2026 Common-
wealth Games, finishing
fourth in the overall medal
standings. The Indian contin-
gent won 39 medals, compris-
ing 13 gold, 17 silver and
nine bronze.

Indian athletes delivered
notable performances across

. several disciplines, showcas-
. ing the country’s growing

sporting depth and competi-
tive strength. The medal tally
reflected the contribution of
established champions as well
as emerging athletes who im-
pressed on the international
stage.

The successful campaign
also provided momentum for
India’s long-term sporting
ambitions. With the Common-
wealth Games returning to the
country after two decades,
preparations are expected to
focus on developing world-
class infrastructure, strength-
ening athlete support systems
and ensuring a memorable

experience for participants
and spectators.

Ahmedabad’s hosting of the
2030 Games is expected to
boost sports development,
tourism and infrastructure
while creating opportunities
for young athletes and local
communities.

The formal handover from
Scotland to India brought the
Glasgow Games to a close
and marked the start of a new
chapter. India will now look
to build on its 2026 perfor-
mances and deliver a success-
ful Commonwealth Games on
home soil in 2030.

PM Modi hails India’s CWG success

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the Indian
contingent for its impressive
performance at the Common-

- wealth Games 2026 in
- Glasgow, praising the athletes
- for their skill, determination
- and dedication.

India concluded the Games

- with 39 medals, including 13
- gold,
. bronze, finishing fourth in the
. overall medal standings. The

17 silver and nine

strong campaign featured sev-
eral historic achievements and
outstanding performances

- across multiple disciplines.

In a message appreciating

. the contingent, the Prime
. Minister said the athletes had
. displayed exceptional com-
. mitment and brought pride to
- the nation. He noted that their
. hard work and achievements
. would continue to inspire

young people to pursue sports
and strive for excellence.

India’s campaign was
marked by notable perfor-
mances from both established
champions and emerging ath-
letes. The contingent pro-
duced several record-breaking
displays and achieved import-
ant milestones despite com-
peting in a reduced sporting
programme.

The Prime Minister also rec-
ognised the contribution of
coaches, support staff and ev-
eryone involved in preparing
the athletes for the Games. He
said the country’s sporting
ecosystem was becoming
stronger through improved in-
frastructure, scientific training,
grassroots development and
greater support for athletes.

India’s fourth-place finish
has generated optimism ahead
of upcoming international
competitions, including the
Asian Games. The Glasgow
performances are also expect-
ed to provide momentum as
the country prepares to host
the Commonwealth Games in
Ahmedabad in 2030.

The Prime Minister’s praise
reflected the widespread na-
tional appreciation for the ath-
letes, whose performances
strengthened India’s growing
presence in international sport.
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