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K’TAKA CM SEEKS 33,705 CR
DROUGHT AID FROM CENTRE

..AS 217 OF 240 TALUKS IN STATE REEL UNDER DRY SPELL

Shivakumar made the demand to a visiting central drought assessment team
led by Union Agriculture Ministry Joint Secretary Ajit Kumar Sahu.

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Saturday
sought Rs 3,705.30 crore in
drought relief from the Centre
under NDRF norms, saying the
difficult situation had caused
distress among farmers and the
general public.

Shivakumar made the de-
mand during a meeting here
with the Central Inter-Ministe-
rial Drought Assessment Team,
headed by Ajit Kumar Sahu,
Joint Secretary in the Union
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare Ministry.

The team is visiting the state
for a three-day assessment of
the drought situation.

"Karnataka is facing a se-
vere drought situation, and
farmers and the general public
are facing great hardship. Pro-
vide Rs 3,705.30 crore in
drought relief to the state as
per National Disaster Re-
sponse Force norms," Shivaku-
mar urged the team, according
to a press release.

He said 217 of Karnataka's
240 taluks had been declared
drought-hit following a scien-
tific assessment carried out in
accordance with the Centre's
disaster management guide-
lines. "If farmers are pushed
into distress, the entire system

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar submits a memorandum seeking drought r

Joint Secretary of Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Ajeet Kumar
Sahu in Bengaluru on Saturday. Deputy Chief Minister Dr G Parameshwara looks on.

(M'skeydemands Ground situation (entralassessmentinK'taka

+%3,705.30 crore « 217 of 240 taluks - Central team led by
total relief. affected. Ajit Kumar Sahu.

+ 31,852 crore » Severe water « Three-day ground visit
interim advance. shortages in cities. planned.

« Funding under - Farmers facing + Report submission after
NDRF guidelines. extreme distress. data collection.

comes to a standstill. There-
fore, the Central government
must come forward to support
the farmers of Karnataka."
Shivakumar said he and
Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara had not wit-
nessed such hardship among
people in their four decades of
public life. "We have never
seen people suffer to this ex-
tent. This is an extremely dis-
tressing situation. A special

session was convened to un-
derstand the problems faced by
people's representatives and
farmers, and 150 MLAs raised
issues concerning their respec-
tive constituencies," he said.

He said water inflows into
reservoirs across the state, ex-
cept those in the Krishna ba-
sin, were low, while the Mal-
nad and coastal regions were
also facing a severe rainfall
deficit.

"Despite this, the Cauvery
Water Management Authority
is directing the release of water
into the Cauvery River. Urban
areas are also facing water
shortages. The state govern-
ment has announced Rs 2,500
in relief for farmers, but we are
expecting greater assistance
from the Centre," he said.

The CM said state ministers
had visited districts to assess
the ground situation, while of-
ficials had taken precautionary
and relief measures. Farmers
had also been given guidance
on sowing, he added.

"Farmers are facing severe
hardship. Sugarcane growers
are demanding higher prices,
while milk producers are seek-
ing an increase of at least Rs
10 in the price of milk. In this
challenging situation, let the
Centre and the state govern-
ment work together," he said.

Responding to Shivakumar's
appeal, Sahu assured that the
team would tour the state for
three days, assess the situation
on the ground and collect data
from state government offi-
cials before submitting an ob-
jective report.

DyCM G Parameshwara,
Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh and other senior offi-
cials attended the meeting, as
per the release.

‘PROBLEM IS YOURS, SOLUTION IS OURS’
Praja Seva gets legal aid centre to

help people resolve court cases

MYSURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Saturday said a dedi-
cated legal aid centre has been
opened under the Praja Seva
campaign to offer free ser-
vices for court-related issues.
Speaking after inaugurating
the 'Prajaseve' campaign
“Government at Your Door-
step — Cooperate for Service”,
organised by the Public Ser-
vice Department, in Piriyapa-
tna here, Shivakumar said the
entire government stands be-
fore you to listen to your
grievances and provide solu-
tions through the 'Prajaseve’
(Public Service) Department.
"I have launched this new
department, drawing upon
my 40 years of political ex-
perience, to serve the people
and respond to their issues.
Since becoming an MLA, I
have visited every village an-
nually and gained firsthand
experience. This department
has been established so that
the government—including
ministers, local MLAs, and
officials—can reach the peo-
ple's doorsteps to resolve
their problems, give voice to
their aspirations, and ensure
justice," the CM said.

'Prajaseve' campaign
in 620 locations
He further said the department
was launched on September 5
and the 'Prajaseve' campaign
has already been organised in
620 locations.

"Over one lakh applications

y-'

Chlef Minister DK Shlvakumar recelvmg grlevances from the public at a 'Prajaseve’
campaign in Piriyapatna of Mysuru on Saturday.

Highlights of the initiative

Free legal assistance: Poor and vulnerable citizens facing legal disputes at
the Tahsildar, Assistant Commissioner, or Deputy Commissioner levels can
access pro bono legal counsel through appointed advocates.

On-ground guidance: Legal aid representatives will actively sit alongside
state government officials during decentralized grassroots camps to guide

_citizens through complex legal-revenue issues.

Strict application accountability: Chief Minister DK Shivakumar emphasized that
he will personally monitor the grievance resolution dashboard. If a citizen’s applica-

Broader departmental framework: The campaign operates under
Karnataka S newly formed Praja Seva Department whlch launched on

have been submitted, with the
highest volume concerning
the Revenue, Rural Develop-
ment, and Urban Develop-
ment departments. A legal aid
unit—staffed by professionals
who typically provide legal
assistance in courts—has been
set up as a dedicated center
within this program to offer
free help to people facing le-
gal issues. Representatives
from this unit sit alongside
officials during the public ser-

vice sessions. Our government
is undertaking an initiative
that no other state in the coun-
try has implemented," he said.
He said as a public servant,
the entire government stands
before you to listen to and re-
solve grievances, spanning
sectors like roads, land re-
cords (Podi), pensions, drink-
ing water, electricity, forestry,
health, police, labor, agricul-
ture, and horticulture, in the
presence of officials.

‘All elections illegal: Kharge
seeks fresh ballot-paper polls

KALABURAGI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Saturday called
for the dissolution of the Lok
Sabha and all state Assem-

tion Commission’s ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, alleg-
ing irregularities in the exer-
cise and claiming that elec-
tronic voting machines were

bhes alleging that w — being misused. He

“all the elections
were illegal”, and -
demanding fresh | F5
polls by ballot pa-
per.

“Today, the entire
country is being &
run on illegal elec-
tions. Modi is an illegal Prime
Minister, Shah is an illegal
minister, and all the chief
ministers who have been
elected anywhere are illegal.
All of them should be dis-
solved, elections should be
held, and elections should be
conducted through ballot pa-
pers,” he told reporters here.

He also targeted the Elec-

said the Opposition
- would continue its
| protests against what
| he described as the
misuse of the elector-
| al process.
Referring to the
SIR, Kharge ques-
tioned how an election could
be “free and fair” if, as he al-
leged, 500 voters’ names were
removed from a polling
booth. He also accused BJP
and RSS workers of visiting
wards, panchayats and villag-
es to seek deletion of voters’
names and fill out forms for
the purpose.
© More on page 4

‘Ukraine ready to consider
India’s ceasefire proposal’

KYIV

Ukraine has described India's
proposal for a possible cease-
fire with Russia as the "broad-
est" among four offers received
by Kyiv, with Ukrainian For-
eign Minister Andrii Sybiha
saying it is ready to consider a
truce covering energy infra-
structure and the Black Sea.

“We have four proposals.
The broadest one is India’s pro-
posal. We are ready for an ener-
gy and Black Sea ceasefire, but
only in this combination,” Syb-
iha told reporters in Kyiv.

The Russia-Ukraine war,
now in its fifth year, has killed
thousands of civilians, dis-

placed millions and caused
widespread destruction of
homes and critical infrastruc-
ture. The comments came a day
after Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has “very good
ideas” for finding a mutually
acceptable settlement to the
Ukraine conflict.

Sybiha said the proposals for
a possible ceasefire had come
from India, Turkiye, Egypt and
the US. Kyiv was ready to con-
sider different formats for a
truce, but any agreement should
cover not only combat opera-
tions but also attacks on energy
and port infra and the situation
in the Black Sea.

TMC loses chairpersonship
of 2 key Parliamentary panels

NEW DELHI: The Trinamool Congress has lost the
chairpersonship of two key Parliamentary panels
as Rajya Sabha Chairman C P Radhakrishnan and
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Saturday recon-

UAE: Flydubai co-pilot used
crash axe to attack captain

ABU DHABI: The co-pilot of flydubai flight
FZ1073, who stabbed Indian pilot Captain
Smit Machchhar, attempted a "terrorist" at-
tack while the aircraft was in the __

stituted various department-related Parliamentary

standing committees.

While BJP's Sudhanshu Trivedi has been ap-
pointed the new chairperson of the Parliamentary
Committee on Commerce, replacing TMC’s Dola
Sen, Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, leader of TMC's rebel
faction, has replaced her former party colleague
Kirti Azad as the chairperson of the panel on chem-
icals and fertilisers.

DMK MPs Tiruchi Siva and K Kanimozhi have
been re-appointed chairpersons of the Parliamenta-
ry committee on industry, and the panel on food,
consumer affairs and public distribution, respec-

tively.

The leaders of some key BJP allies — JD-U, Shiv
Sena and the TDP — have also been retained as
heads of different Parliamentary committees.

ASIAN GAMES 2026

air, UAE Prosecutor General
Hamad Saif Al Shamsi said
on Saturday. \
As per Al Shamsi, the -,
co-pilot attacked the pilot in-
side the cockpit using a crash axe
and tried to seize control of the aircraft. Such
axes are generally kept in cockpits to deal
with emergencies, including crashes. The
UAE prosecutor general said investigators
are examining the circumstances surround-
ing the incident, the suspect's motives and
possible links. They are also analysing phys-
ical and digital evidence as part of the probe.
Shamsi's remarks marked the first time UAE
authorities had publicly described the inci-
dent as an attempted "terrorist" attack.

Mysuru’s Pranavi Urs scripts history on golf course

of the pack. Her performance also

MOMENTOUS MILESTONE

Catholic pilgrims among 17
killed in Kenya highway crash

NAIROBI

A crash involving multiple ve-
hicles on the highway to the
Kenyan coastal city of Momba-
sa on Saturday killed 17 peo-
ple, most of them pilgrims on
the way to a prayer site.

The crash in the Salama area
happened after midnight when
a truck driver tried and failed to
overtake another truck, police
said. That caused a collision
with vehicles including a van
carrying pilgrims, police said.
The van’s driver and 16 passen-
gers, most of them women,
died at the scene, police said.

The pilgrims were going to a
prayer site in Nakuru County,
west of the Kenyan capital of
Nairobi, said Martin Kivuva,
archbishop of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Mombasa.

President William Ruto of-
fered condolences to the fami-
lies who lost their loved ones.

4womenkilledin
Ananthagiri bus tragedy

Hyderabad: Four women
died and seven others were
seriously injured when a trip

to attend a funeral turned
tragic for a group of villagers
from Sangareddy after their

private travel bus met with
an accident on Ananthagiri
Ghat Road in Vikarabad dis-
trict on Saturday. The bus,
carrying around 54 passen-
gers from Kesaram village
in Patancheru, was on its
way to Chintakunta village
in Dharur mandal, where the
passengers were sched-
uled to attend a funeral.

The accident occurred as
the vehicle was negotiating

the downhill stretch of the

Ananthagiri Hills.

..by winning India’s first-ever gold
medal in women’s individual golf
event at Asian Games and first golfing

proved crucial to India's team silver,
with Aditi Ashok and Diksha Dagar
joining her in the women's team event.

; PRESAS Aditi shot 67 in the final round, while
gold since 2002 men’s individual top Diksha carded 77. The two best scores

honour bagged by Shiv Kapur.. from the three-member team count to-

v wards the team medal, with India finish-
ing at 14-under 546. China won gold
with a total of 22-under 538.

Pranavi's individual gold was India's
first in Asian Games golf since Shiv Ka-
pur won the men's individual title in
2002. She was doused in water in cele-
bration by her compatriots Aditi and
Diksha after completing her final round.

9 Yin, Ruoning -- the former
> world No.l from China,
‘ claimed the silver medal and Sin—
S | gapore's Shannon Tan who card-
\ ed a 68 and had a bogey five at
| the first play-off hole and had to

NEW DELHI

Mysuru's Pranavi Urs created history on
Saturday by becoming the first Indian
woman golfer to win a gold medal in the
Asian Games, holding on to a slender one
stroke lead in the final
round to achieve the his-
toric feat that also {
helped the country j
claim the team sﬂver

T h ¢
m 23-year-old |
sent in three birdies | settle for bronze.
at the Kasugai Coun- " Recalling those final mo-
try Club golf course in Ai- ments on the 18th green, she
chi (Japan) to recover from a said, "I honestly didn't know I won
horrendous triple bogey on until Shannon said, 'Well done'.
The first will always be the

the third hole, which had /bl.
first, and I've always had that

wiped away her three-stroke
overnight lead. motto growing up and I'm just glad |
could doiit. So yeah, like | said, IGPL

With a final round score '\
of even-par 70, she ended § was good, but this gold beats it.

with a total of 15-under 265
for four days, a stroke ahead §

P

Pranavi Urs, Indian golfer

Event | Asian Games 2026
Kasugai Country Club
Venue | (East Course), Japan.
Pranavi Sharath Urs (23)
Athlete from Mysuru, Karnataka.
Winning | 15-under 265
score
Pranavi Urs becomes the
... | first Indian woman golfer
H'S;?J'c towinan individual gold
8 medal at the Asian
Games.
Despite an early triple bo-
Resil gey on the third hole, she
: isfl'- carded an even-par 70 in
i hm- the final round at the
= Kasugai Country Club East
Course to win by one stroke.
Her performance helped
propel India to a silver
Team | medalin the women’s
silver | teamevent alongside
teammates Aditi Ashok
and Diksha Dagar.
India’s first golf gold
Break- | medal at the Asian
ingthe | Games since Shiv Ka-
drought | pur’s men’s individual
victory in2002.

WHO IS PRANAVI URS?

Born on April 15, 2003, in Mysuru, Karnataka, Pranavi
started playing golf at six, inspired by her father and
brother. She rose through the ranks of the junior and
amateur circuits, notably winning the 2018 Singha
World Junior Championship in Thailand and the All
India Junior Girls Championship, before turning pro-
fessional in 2020. Representing India at the Hang-
zhou Asian Games in 2023, she narrowly missed out
on a medal, finishing fourth in the women's team
event. Since then, Pranavi has established herself on
the international circuit, competing in events like the
Ladies European Tour (LET) and finishing third at
the 2024 Andalucia Costa del Sol Open de Espana.
Now a prominent IGPL star, her groundbreaking
achievement came at the 2025 IGPL Invitational
Mumbai, where she became the first Indian wom-
an to win a professional open-field tournament
against male golfers. IGPL is also NDTV's partner for
the Golf Pro-AM-a tournament in which Pranavi's
fiance, Karandeep, is an active participant.Pranavi
was conferred the prestigious Arjuna Award by the
Government of India in 2023 and was included in
the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) Core
Group in January 2022 for customised support
towards her Olympic preparation. With her historic
win in Aichi-Nagoya, she has now achieved what no
Indian woman golfer before her could, cementing
her status as a true legend of the sport.
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Bengaluru police detain

19 over violent clashes
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Local law enforcement
has arrested 19 individu-
als in connection with two
separate violent incidents
involving construction
workers and local gang
violence across the city.
Banashankari police
detained 8 laborers fol-
lowing a drunken brawl
between workers from
Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal that injured 4 peo-
ple. Meanwhile,
Subramanyapura police
arrested an 11-member
gang, including a woman,
for terrorizing residents
and attacking 4 victims
with machetes during the
Ganesha festival.
Authorities have initiated
rowdy-sheet proceedings
against the prime suspect
while interrogating all
suspects in custody.

LPG leak triggers

Nayandahalli house fire
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

6 members of a single
family, including four chil-
dren, sustained serious
burn injuries following a
cooking gas cylinder
explosion in Nayandahalli.
The tragic incident
occurred during morning
cooking when an LPG
leak triggered a sudden
fire at a rented house in
Vinayaka Layout. Daily
wage laborer
Karilingappa, his wife
Lakshmamma, and their
four young children were
rushed to Victoria
Hospital by alarmed
neighbors. Medical staff
reported that the mother
and one child are in criti-
cal condition. Local police
from the Chandra Layout
station have inspected
the blast site and
launched a formal inquiry.

Police detain
accomplices in student

murder
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Local police have arrested
four individuals, including
3 minors, for the fatal
stabbing of 19-year-old B.
Com student Yogesh in
Nagarbhavi. Investigators
revealed that the brutal
attack stemmed froma
trivial dispute over a
female senior student at
their college. Prime
accused Bhuvan allegedly
summoned Yogesh
behind the campus over
derogatory remarks
before stabbing him in the
chest. The victim suc-
cumbed to his injuries
while being rushed to a
hospital.
Annapoorneshwari Nagar
police have launched an
intensive manhunt to
capture Bhuvan, who
remains at large following
the tragic incident.

NIMHANS invites
applications for

engineering posts
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuro
Sciences (NIMHANS) has
invited applications for
four engineering posts on
deputation for three to
five years: two Assistant
Engineer (Civil) posts and
one Assistant Engineer
(Electrical) post at Level-
07 (Rs. 44,900 to Rs.
1,42,400), and one Junior
Engineer (Civil) post at
Level-06 (Rs. 35,400 to
Rs.1,12,400).

Assistant Engineer candi-
dates must serve in
equivalent cadres in the
CPWD or a State PWD.

Applications, routed
through the Cadre
Controlling Authority,
must reach The Director,
NIMHANS, P.B. No. 2900,
Hosur Road, Bengaluru —
560029, on or before
October 25, 2026.

Details and application
formats are on https://
nimhans.ac.in.

‘Pension deductions illegal,

BESCOM to refund 2.8 lakh’

Karnataka High Court ruled that public utilities cannot recover
excess salary payments from retired employees’ pensions.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
declared it illegal for public
utilities to deduct or recover
money from an employee’s
pension and retirement bene-
fits on the grounds of errone-
ous excess salary payments
made during their service. Jus-
tice M. Nagaprasanna, presid-
ing over a single-judge bench,
directed the Bangalore Elec-
tricity Supply Company Lim-
ited (BESCOM) to refund a
withheld sum of Rs. 2,81,887,
with 6% annual interest, to a
retired Junior Engineer within
eight weeks.

The petition was filed by
Manjunath, a resident of Dod-
damavalli, Basavanagudi,
who dedicated decades of ser-
vice to BESCOM. He joined
as an Assistant Lineman on
November 1, 1987, became a
Lineman in 1991 and retired
as a Junior Engineer (Electri-
cal) attached to the Rajaji-
nagar C-1 subdivision.

However, as he reached the
threshold of superannuation,

THE VERDICT

BESCOM to refund ¥2,81,887
to a retired Junior Engineer,
with 6% annual interest,

BESCOM

within eight weeks

— Norecovery from Group C and D employees, retired personnel or
those with less than a year of service left, or of payments made
more than five years earlier

— Unless the employee was at fault: BESCOM showed no fraud or

misrepresentation by Manjunath

the Executive Engineer of
BESCOM’s Malleshwaram
Division issued an order on
January 21, 2022, claiming
that an inadvertent overpay-
ment—stemming from a sal-
ary revision or increment cal-
culation error—had occurred
approximately 15 years prior.
The utility withheld Rs.
2,81,887 directly from his re-
tirement and pension bene-
fits.

Manjunath’s counsel argued
that the alleged overpayment
was never the result of any
fraud, misrepresentation or

deceit by the employee, and
that recovering funds from
retiring personnel over histor-
ical clerical errors by manage-
ment contradicts binding Su-
preme Court directives.
Handing down the judg-
ment, Justice Nagaprasanna
reiterated settled legal princi-
ples established by the apex
court, noting that no monetary
recovery is permissible from
Group C and D employees,
retired personnel, those with
less than a year of service re-
maining, or in cases where
payments were made more

Manjunath’s case

@ NOV1,1987

Joins BESCOM as an Assistant
Lineman

@ 1991

| Becomes a Lineman

@ JAN 21,2022

Near superannuation, an order
claims a 15-year-old overpay-
ment

@ RETIREMENT

¥2,81,887 withheld from his
pension and benefits

than five years prior, provided
the employee bore no fault or
fraudulent intent.

The bench observed that
recovering such excess pay-
ments—caused by administra-
tive misinterpretation or cal-
culation mistakes rather than
employee misconduct—at the
juncture of retirement inflicts
severe financial injustice and
psychological hardship. Be-
cause BESCOM presented no
evidence of fraud or misrep-
resentation by Manjunath, the
court struck down the recov-
ery as legally invalid.

HC bars banks from
criminal cases for
loan recovery

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has held that banks and finan-
cial institutions cannot weap-
onize criminal proceedings as
a coercive tool to recover out-
standing loans. Justice Suraj
Govindaraj’s single-judge
bench made the observation
while quashing a criminal
case lodged by a nationalized
bank against a homebuyer de-
frauded by a real estate devel-
oper.

The case arose from a peti-
tion by Pritesh Bari, a Benga-
luru resident who had secured
a home loan of Rs. 39.92 lakh
from the bank under a tripar-
tite agreement with a builder.
The builder failed to deliver
the apartment, did not execute
the sale deed and sold the
property to a third party with-
out the bank’s authorization.

When loan repayments
stalled due to the aborted
project, the bank registered a
criminal case against Bari at
the Shankarapuram police sta-
tion, alleging criminal breach
of trust and fraud.

Setting aside the proceed-
ings, Justice Govindaraj ob-
served that prosecuting a bor-

Karnataka High Court
ruled that banks cannot
weaponize criminal legal
proceedings to coerce
loan recoveries from
homebuyers victimized
by fraudulent real estate
developers.

rower simply because a loan
is outstanding—particularly
when the applicant was de-
frauded and never received
the promised property—is
wholly unjustified. If a proj-
ect is cancelled or a builder
defaults, the bench said, the
obligation to refund the dis-
bursed capital to the bank lies
with the developer, not the
victimized homebuyer.

The court criticized the
bank’s conduct as reprehensi-
ble for misusing the state’s
criminal justice machinery to
extract loan settlements from
a failed business transaction
devoid of any prima facie
criminal intent or fraud by the
borrower. The ruling reaf-
firms that loan defaults are
civil disputes for recovery tri-
bunals and civil courts, not
police complaints against dis-
tressed consumers.

EC clarifies 84,900 Form-7
applications filed statewide

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) of Karna-
taka has released district-wise
statistics on Form-7 applica-
tions. The disclosure follows
a political standoff on Thurs-
day, when Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and senior
cabinet ministers staged a sit-
in protest outside the CEO’s
office in Bengaluru, alleging
a systematic conspiracy by
opposition parties to disen-
franchise millions of legiti-
mate voters.

The controversy centers on
Form-7, the instrument used
under electoral rules to object
to the inclusion of names or to
seek the deletion of entries
from voter lists due to death,
relocation or disqualification.
Election authorities have an-
swered the government’s
claims of mass, arbitrary de-
letions with official data.

The flashpoint came when
Shivakumar convened an
emergency press conference,
backed by civil society fig-
ures including actor-activist
Prakash Raj, to expose what
he termed an organized disen-

franchisement plot. He al-
leged that opposition workers
from the BJP and JD(S) tried
to purge between 5,000 and
10,000 eligible votes in tar-
geted constituencies, citing
spikes in applications in

Babaleshwar, Bijapur and
Bhalki.

“We have identified that
official opposition workers
have submitted hundreds of
such Form-7 applications in
their own names. In some in-
stances, workers have admit-
ted to their wrongdoing,” Shi-
vakumar asserted during the
demonstration. He claimed
that pre-printed application
bundles were being used to
target voters, and the cabinet
delegation demanded a
high-level judicial and admin-

NICE LAND GRAB ALLEGATIONS

Form-7 in figures

Form-7 applications, June 16 to
October1

84,900

million more than the draft

4,49,81,740

notices served

99.11%

istrative inquiry. The protest
was suspended only after the
election machinery commit-
ted to a formal review of the
processing of objections.

Rebutting claims of a state-
wide manipulation campaign,
the CEO’s office published
data showing that a total of
84,900 Form-7 applications
were submitted across all dis-
tricts between June 16 and
October 1, 2026.

Election officials noted that
submissions in most districts
remain well within normal
administrative parameters, in
stark contrast to allegations of
widespread purges.

K’taka asks CWMA
to cut water release

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Amid plunging storage levels
across key river basin reser-
voirs and widespread agricul-
tural distress, the Karnataka
government has formally pe-
titioned the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA) to slash the mandat-
ed daily water release to
neighboring Tamil Nadu from
4,000 cusecs down to 2,000
cusecs. The emergency appeal
underscores a mounting water
crisis in the state, driven by a
severe failure of monsoon in-
flows and the formal classifi-
cation of 47 taluks within the
Cauvery basin as severely
drought-hit.

State water resources au-
thorities highlighted that ag-
gregate live storage across the
four primary reservoirs in the
Cauvery basin—including the
Krishnarajasagara (KRS) and
Kabini dams—currently hov-
ers at a critically depleted 49
TMC. Administrators empha-
sized that conserving this re-
maining volume is an abso-
lute prerequisite to secure es-
sential drinking water sup-
plies for millions of urban and

HDK alleges conspiracy in NICE

project,

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Escalating the battle over the
long-standing Nandi Infra-
structure Corridor Enterprises
(NICE) project, Union Minis-
ter H.D. Kumaraswamy
launched a blistering attack
on Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar, alleging that he has
colluded with a Telanga-
na-based real estate business-
man, Mahesh Reddy, to or-
chestrate a massive land grab
involving thousands of acres
acquired for the expressway.

Addressing land-affected
farmers and the media on a
day-long tour of the city’s pe-
riphery, from Madavara to
Electronic City, Kumaras-
wamy covered affected villag-
es including Thotadaguddada-
halli, Anchepalya, K.G. Sri-
kanthapura, Gollarahatti and
B.M. Kaval, and vowed that
his struggle to return the land
to its original owners would
not relent.

Kumaraswamy claimed that
a real estate syndicate is ex-
ploiting lands earmarked for
the NICE corridor and that a
red carpet has been rolled out
for external commercial inter-
ests. He pointed to a new ven-
ture dubbed ‘Divinity’, warn-
ing that plans are afoot to

target over 1.75 lakh acres
between Bengaluru and My-
suru under the guise of infra-
structure development.

“I want to tell this person:
your cup of sin is full. Go
ahead and try to grab those
10,000 acres. Do things hon-
estly—earn through legiti-
mate means, who is stopping
you?” Kumaraswamy re-
marked, adding that he pos-
sesses comprehensive details
regarding Mahesh Reddy and
would release further docu-
ment batches when appropri-
ate.

He targeted a 200-to-300-
acre parcel of fertile agricul-
tural land in the B.M. Kaval
area, alleging that the Chief
Minister personally acquired
land within the NICE project

ik

scope. Denying counter-alle-
gations that he holds property
in the corridor, he issued a
challenge: “I purchased 44
acres of land in Bidadi before
entering politics. I challenge
anyone to prove that [ have
purchased land anywhere in
that area; if proven, I will
publicly hang myself.”
Kumaraswamy also de-
manded the immediate arrest
of NICE contractor Ashok
Kheny, accusing him of disre-
specting revered spiritual fig-
ures and misusing resources
belonging to the Siddaganga
Mutt, and alleged that the
state government has been
shielding figures involved in
breach of public trust.
Following strong observa-
tions by the Karnataka High

targets CM over land deal

‘ An expressway

between Bengaluru
and Mysuru already
exists; why is another
road needed? They have
identified vast tracts of
land with the intention of
looting it. | will not allow
this land grab to happen
at any cost.”

— H.D. Kumaraswamy, Union
Minister

Court, an appeal filed by the
company is slated for a cru-
cial hearing in the Supreme
Court on October 5, 2026.
Kumaraswamy said a mas-
sive, peaceful grassroots
movement would be formu-
lated after the apex court’s
proceedings.

He said intermediaries had
approached him with financial
inducements to drop his oppo-
sition to the project. “They
told me, ‘Elections are com-
ing up in a year and a half;
please drop this fight here. We
will provide whatever you
need.” I berated such people
right at my doorstep and sent
them away,” he stated, assur-
ing displaced landowners that
he would stand by them until
justice is delivered.

Release to Tamil Nadu

NOw SOUGHT

4,000 > 2,000

cusecs a day cusecs a day

rural residents across Bengal-
uru and surrounding districts
through June 2027.

The memorandum submit-
ted to the authority details the
grim reality on the ground.
Cumulative flow recorded at
the Biligundlu measuring sta-
tion has reached 44.21 TMC,
yet compounding meteorolog-
ical deficits have left local
storage systems severely con-
strained. With nearly 47 basin
taluks reeling under acute
drought, state officials argued
that maintaining outward
flows at 4,000 cusecs is unvi-
able without jeopardizing
public health and livestock.

Furthermore, Karnataka’s
submission points to regional
weather patterns, noting that
Tamil Nadu anticipates robust
precipitation from the im-
pending Northeast Monsoon.
State representatives urged
the CWMA to factor in these
meteorological projections,

allowing Karnataka to pre-
serve its dwindling reserves
rather than depleting vital ba-
sin storage.

The latest administrative
appeal follows an ongoing le-
gal and regulatory tug-of-war.
Despite Karnataka’s distress
representations, the Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC) previously recom-
mended maintaining the 4,000
cusecs daily release schedule
for a 15-day block, a decision
criticized by local farming
unions as compounding the
state’s agricultural wounds.

Concurrently, the inter-state
dispute has intensified before
the Supreme Court. During
recent judicial proceedings,
the apex bench directed Kar-
nataka to continue honoring
the CWMA'’s release direc-
tives while granting the state
one week to file a formal
counter-affidavit addressing
Tamil Nadu’s objections. The
Supreme Court has adjourned
the next substantive hearing
to October 12, 2026, leaving
state administrators walking a
tightrope between judicial
compliance and mounting lo-
cal resistance.

Health Minister

inaugurates DFSICON 2026

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a historic step to combat a
deeply neglected health crisis,
eight major medical organiza-
tions from four continents
signed a joint declaration in
Bengaluru. Gathered at DFSI-
CON 2026, the 23rd Annual
Conference of the Diabetic Foot
Society of India (DFSI), the
global bodies announced their
intent to form a unified Global
Alliance for Diabetic Foot Sur-
vival and Limb Preservation.
The signatories—represent-
ing institutions like King’s Col-
lege Hospital London, D-Foot
International, and the American
Limb Preservation Society—
committed to a shared agenda
focused on prevention, early
screening, timely referrals, and
multidisciplinary care. With In-
dia home to over 100 million
people with diabetes, experts
stressed that diabetic foot com-
plications remain a leading, yet
preventable, cause of disability
and amputation. Inaugurating
the four-day conference at Hil-

ton Garden Inn, Karnataka Hea
Ith Minister U.T. Khader praised
the state’s ongoing grassroots
screening efforts. “No one in our
state should lose a limb to a
complication that could have
been prevented. We will keep
working with doctors and pro-
fessional bodies until that be-
comes the norm,” Khader stated.

The conference also saw the
launch of two groundbreaking ar
tificial intelligence tools desig
ned to bridge medical gaps: Str
ideGPT, an Al assistant answer-
ing foot-care queries for pa tien
ts and doctors, and Woun d360,
a mobile application that assess-
es wound healing from photogra
phs. Additionally, experts relea
sed a new book titled A Step Ah
ead and honored tea ms driving
the nationwide PRAI AS foot-
screening initiative. Hosting aro
und 700 delega tes and 120 glo
bal faculty members, DFSICON
2026 aims to leverage cross-
border collaboration and advan
ced technology to ensu re that
limb preservation becomes an
international healthcare priority.
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Bookonconversion |
claims tobe
releasedon Oct 6

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

A book titled Love Jihad
and Conversion: Propa-
ganda and Reality,
authored by Congress
leader and writer M.G.
Hegde, will be released on
October 6 at Kudmul
Ranga Rao Town Hall.
Advocate Yashwanth
Maroli, chairman of the
book release committee,
said the book contains
information on com-
plaints and petitions
related to allegations of
‘Love Jihad', religious con-
version and terrorism in
madrasas. The book
includes RTl-based infor-
mation from around 350
police stations in 14 dis-
tricts, along with details
of complaints submitted
to the State Home
Department. Lawyer and
activist Sudhir Murolli will
release the book.

Yuvanidhi
beneficiaries
can get free
skill training

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Young men and women
receiving unemployment
allowance under the Kar-

nataka Government’s

‘Yuvanidhi’ scheme can

now apply for free skill
training under the ‘Yuva-
nidhi Plus’ programme.
The Karnataka Skill
Development Corporation
is organizing the training
at various centres across

Dakshina Kannada dis-

trict. Eligible candidates

can register at ITI Kadri,

Women'’s ITI Mangaluru,

KGTTI Kadri, GTTC Bai-
kampady, Government IT|

Belthangady, Govern-
ment Tl Puttur and Gov-
ernment ITI Vitla.

Interested beneficiaries
should visit their nearest
training centre and regis-

ter their names on the
specified date and time.

Mangaluru IAS
launches civil services
Foundation Course

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Mangaluru IAS — A School
for Civil Services has
launched a Foundational
Course for high school,
PUC and undergraduate
students at Sandesha
Foundation in Premnagar,
Bajjodi.

Dr. Eric Christopher Lobo,
professor in the Depart-
ment of Biochemistry at
Yenepoya University,
inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the
ceremonial lamp and
delivered the keynote
address.
Santhosh Kumar S,
founder of Mangaluru IAS,
explained the objectives
of the institute and the
course. Santhosh Rao,
Director of Mangaluru IAS,
conducted an interactive
session with students.

Minister urges Centre to regulate
critical medicine prices

Khader said states lack direct medicine price-control powers, urging
the Centre to bring all life-saving medicines under price regulation

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Health Minister U.T. Khader
has urged the Central Govern-
ment to introduce a law to
control excessive profits on
critical medicines sold in pri-
vate hospitals.

Speaking to reporters in
Mangaluru, Khader said the
National Pharmaceutical Pric-
ing Authority currently regu-
lates only scheduled medi-
cines. He said this allows
companies to charge very
high prices for medicines out-
side the price-controlled list.

He gave the example of an
injection that costs 35,000
but is being sold for 60,000.
He said a course of 12 such
injections, which should cost
around Z70,000 to 80,000, is
being charged at up to 37.5
lakh.

Khader said the state gov-
ernment does not have direct
powers to regulate medicine
prices. The government has
therefore submitted a report
and written to the Centre,

. >r —
v iy M
Oneinjection
COSTS

%5,000

12 injections: 370,000 to
380,000

seeking the inclusion of all
life-saving medicines under
price control.

He said inspections of in-
jections and implants are un-
derway and a study of 186
high-end branded medicines
will be taken up. He added
that the Supreme Court has
also taken a serious view of
the issue.

SOLD FOR

» ¥60,000

12 injections: up to 7.5 lakh

The minister also an-
nounced a QR code system
for complaints about food
quality in hotels, hostels and
PGs. People can scan the code
and submit complaints with
photographs. Officials will be
required to inspect the loca-
tion and submit a report.

Khader said adequate
snakebite antivenom stocks

Highlights

— Khader seeks price controls
on life-saving medicines.

— Private hospitals allegedly
charge excessive medicine
prices.

— %5,000 injection reportedly
sold for ¥60,000.

— Twelve injections can cost up
to 7.5 lakh.

— State seeks Centre’s action
on medicine pricing.

— QR complaints system
planned for food quality.

were available at PHCs, taluk
hospitals and district ware-
houses. Plans are also being
prepared to introduce cold
storage for snakebite medi-
cines in 108 ambulances.
National meeting

A national meeting of senior
Food and Drug Department
officials will be held in Ben-
galuru on November 15 to
discuss food and drug quality
and responsibilities of the
Centre and states.

Thammanna Shetty
objects to Mysuru
Dasara Kambala

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Thammanna Shetty, a Daiva
worshipper from Tulu Nadu,
has objected to the proposed
Dasara Kambala event
planned as part of the Mysuru
Dasara celebrations.

Shetty said organizing
Kambala during Navaratri,
known as ‘Marnemi’ in Tulu
Nadu, goes against the tradi-
tions and practices connected
with Daivaradhana.

Sacred status

According to Shetty, Kambala
has a close connection with
Daivaradhana, and the Kam-
bala field is given a sacred
status similar to a Daiva

‘ The culture and
beliefs of Tulu Nadu
should not be
commercialized for profit
or publicity.”
— Thammanna Shetty, Daiva
worshipper

shrine. During the nine days
of Navaratri, special rituals
and Tambila offerings are per-
formed for the Daivas.

He said transporting Kam-
bala buffaloes to another place
during this period violates the
traditional rules associated
with Daiva worship.

He added that there is no
historical practice of holding
Kambala in the coastal region
during Navaratri.

Standing paddy crops

He also said paddy crops re-
main standing in the fields
during this season, which is
another reason Kambala is not
traditionally organized at that
time.

He warned that conducting
Kambala in Mysuru against
traditional practices could
lead to divine wrath.

Eshwarappa criticises
Congress over the SIR issue

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter K.S. Eshwarappa has crit-
icised the Congress party over
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) issue, alleging that the
matter is being used for polit-
ical purposes.

Speaking to reporters in

Ataglance

SIR Weaponization

Congress is accused of using SIR to
mask failures.

Voting Rights

Democracy ensures no one can lose
their vote.

CM’s remarks to seers termed
extreme arrogance.

RSS Challenge
KPCC chief’s threat to oust RSS
heavily mocked.

Shivamogga, Eshwarappa said
there was unnecessary debate
over the SIR process. He al-
leged that Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar had failed on sev-
eral fronts and was using the

Eshwarappa also criticised
remarks made at a recent
Veerashaiva-Lingayat seers’
convention in Bengaluru. He
questioned the Chief Minis-
ter’s appeal to the seers and

issue to create confusion
among people.

Eshwarappa said that in a
democracy, no one could take
away another person’s voting
right. He also criticised the
government for protesting be-
fore the Election Commission
and said available opportuni-
ties should be used to restore
names left out of voter lists.

said the remarks reflected ar-
rogance.

Remarks on RSS

He further referred to Harip-
rasad’s recent comments
about the RSS and BJP. Har-
iprasad had called on Con-
gress workers to oppose the
RSS and BJP in Bengaluru,
drawing criticism from BJP
leaders.

Madhusudan vows sincere

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

C.G. Madhusudan, the newly
appointed Chairman of the
Shivamogga-Bhadravathi Ur-
ban Development Authority,
has said he will work sincere-
ly for the development of Shi-
vamogga and Bhadravathi.

Madhusudan made the
statement after taking charge
at the SUDA office in Shiva-
mogga, in the presence of se-
nior party leaders, workers,
NSUI members and Youth
Congress activists.

He said the state govern-

service to twi

.
b

ment and party leadership had
placed their trust in him by
giving him the responsibility.
Madhusudan said he would
work for the welfare of peo-
ple and ensure that the trust
placed in him remains intact.
Joined through NSUI

Madhusudan recalled joining
the Congress through the
NSUI at a young age. He said
his parents had wanted him to
take up a government job and
were worried when he be-
came involved in student ac-
tivities and legal cases. See-
ing their happiness after his

n cities

Bike rally to the
SUDA office

Following the assumption of
office, the newly appointed
SUDA Chairman, C.G. Madhu-
sudan, was taken in a proces-
sion from the District Congress
office via a bike rally. Many
party leaders participated in
the procession. NSUI activists,
in particular, marched while
carrying flags and raising slo-
gans; they celebrated near the
SUDA office by bursting fire-
crackers and distributing
sweets.

appointment, he said, had
given him deep satisfaction.

He said the SUDA post
came after years of hard work
and dedication.

C.M. Khadar congratulated
Madhusudan and said the ap-
pointment had brought enthu-
siasm among young workers.

Bola hosts health camp
to mark Gandhi Jayanti

CH NEWS, KARKALA

A free mega medical check-up
camp, blood donation camp
and achievers’ felicitation
programme were held at Shil-
pa Shree Sabha Bhavana in
Bola village to mark Gandhi
Jayanti.

Udaya Shetty Muniyalu,
President of the Udaya Krish-
nayya Shetty Charitable Trust
and a Congress leader, inau-
gurated the camp and ad-
dressed the gathering.

Dr. Ditesh M., Medical Of-
ficer at Alva’s Health Centre,

o

spoke about healthy practices
and the importance of follow-
ing them in daily life.
Childbirth expert felicitated
On the occasion, Appi Poo-
jary, a senior traditional child-
birth expert from Bola vil-
lage, was felicitated. She had
helped deliver babies for hun-
dreds of pregnant women by
visiting their homes at a time
when modern medical facili-
ties were not available.

The Health Officer and
ASHA workers of Bola vil-
lage were also honoured for
their service.

REFINERY EXPLOSION INQUIRY

Global Sympathy Foundation
supports Kutluru school

CH NEWS, BELTHANGADY

Financial assistance has been
provided to the Government
Higher Primary School in
Kutluru by the Global Sympa-
thy Foundation to support its

academic activities.

International Judo coach
and Karnataka State Judo As-
sociation President Yathish N.
Bangera, along with Global
Sympathy Foundation Presi-
dent Rons Bantwal, visited the
upgraded government school
in Belthangady Taluk.

During the visit, the guests
planted Rambutan saplings in
the school’s ‘Fruit Park’.

Speaking after being felici-
tated, Yathish N. Bangera de-
scribed the rural government
school as a model institution.

Bangera also announced
plans to provide free Judo
training to students of rural
government schools in the
near future. The aim is to help
students develop their sport-
ing skills and qualify for in-
ternational sporting events,
including the Olympics.

BJP plans Karkala protest
against state government

CH NEWS, KARKALA

The Karkala Mandal unit of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has announced a pro-
test against the Karnataka

CINTAT/

government on October 5 at
the Karkala Taluk Office.

The protest will begin at
10 a.m. and will be led by
Karkala MLA and former
Minister V. Sunil Kumar.

BJP Karkala Mandal presi-
dent Naveen Nayak said the
protest would raise issues
concerning poor people, farm-
ers and other members of the
public.

The protest is scheduled to
take place in front of the
Karkala Taluk Office at
10 a.m. on Monday,
October 5.

According to the BJP, the
issues include the cancellation
of more than 1,000 BPL ra-
tion cards in Karkala taluk,
rejection of over 10,090 ap-
plications under 94C and
Bagair-Hukum schemes, and
concerns over more than
10,732 social security pen-
sions.

Power cuts, roads

The party also plans to raise
concerns about e-Swathu,
Khata and single-layout ap-
provals, electricity tariff in-
creases, unscheduled power
cuts, rural roads, infrastruc-
ture and housing for poor
families.

ACP to investigate MRPL explosion as injured recover

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The investigation into the ex-
plosion at the Mangalore Re-
finery and Petrochemicals
Limited (MRPL) plant has
been handed over to Mangal-
uru North Sub-division Assis-
tant Commissioner of Police
Srikanth.

Police Commissioner Sud-
heer Kumar Reddy issued an
order transferring the investi-
gation from Surathkal Inspec-
tor Pramod Kumar to ACP
Srikanth. MRPL has also start-
ed an internal inquiry into the
incident.

All 12 people injured in the
explosion have recovered.
Rajesh Baptist, a resident of

Katla in Surathkal, was treat-
ed at a private hospital and is
now out of danger. Avinash,
Akshay, Jagajivan Singh and
Sharath Shetty, who received
treatment as outpatients at the
MRPL hospital, were dis-
charged on Wednesday.
MRPL has announced fi-
nancial assistance and insur-
ance benefits worth 1.20
crore for the family of Manish
Karkada, a contract employee

who died in the fire accident.
The announcement followed
protests by labour unions and
mediation efforts by MLA
Umanath Kotian.

The family will receive
%90 lakh as direct financial
assistance from MRPL,
around 10 lakh under Group
Term Life Insurance and
around %20 lakh under the
workmen’s compensation
policy.

Z1.20 crore for Manish Karkada’s family

75% 17%

M MRPL assistance 90 lakh

B Workmen’s compensation about 220 lakh
Group Term Life Insurance about %10 lakh

The massive explosion oc-
curred at the MRPL complex
on Wednesday and caused
damage in nearby rural areas.
Houses damaged
According to the Dakshina
Kannada district administra-

tion, 54 houses and eight reli-
gious and public buildings
were partially damaged in
Bala, Kalavaru and Thokur
villages. The affected build-
ings included a mosque, a
church and a temple.

Sambar deer dies after car
collision near Subrahmanya

CH NEWS, SUBRAHMANYA

A Sambar deer died after col-
liding with a moving car near
Anila on the Gundya—Sub-
rahmanya State Highway in
Kadaba taluk on Friday
evening. The collision se-
verely damaged the front
portion of the car, while the
passengers escaped without
serious injuries.

According to reports, the

deer suddenly came onto the
highway from the nearby for-
est area and collided with the
car.

Forest Department officials
and staff visited the spot after
receiving information about
the incident.

The Gundya—Subrahmanya
highway passes through a
dense forest area where wild-
life movement is common.
Sambar deer, wild boars and
wild elephants are often seen
crossing the road in Anila and
nearby areas.

Forest officials and local
residents have urged motorists
to follow speed limits and
drive carefully through forest
areas.
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Parents donate son’s

organs after accident

CH NEWS, HASSAN
Parents of 31-year-old
Ravi, a resident of
Chakenahalli Katte village
in Holenarasipur, donated
his organs following his
death after a road acci-
dent. Ravi sustained
severe injuries in a hit-
and-run incident near
Parasanahalli village
three months ago. He was
undergoing treatment at
a hospital in Bengaluru
but died on Oct 2 after
doctors could not save
him. Following his death,
his parents made the
decision to donate his
organs, helping give oth-
ers a chance at life. Their
decision has been praised
as a noble act, as they
chose to bring meaning to
their son’s tragic death by
helping patients in need
of organ transplants.

Young woman killed while
crossing expressway
CH NEWS,
RAMANAGARA
A 22-year-old woman
died after being hit by a
car while attempting to
cross the Bengaluru-
Mysuru Expressway near
Sankalagere in
Channapatna taluk. The
deceased was identified
as Bhumika, a resident of
Ramohalli village near
Kumbalgodu. She had
reportedly travelled to
Channapatna with friends
on Friday. While crossing
the expressway, she was
struck by a speeding car
and suffered severe inju-
ries and heavy bleeding.
She died at the spot
before receiving medical
assistance. Channapatna
Traffic Police have regis-
tered a case and begun
an investigation into the
circumstances surround-
ing the accident.

Woman and ex-lover held

over murder plot

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI
Police have arrested a
woman and her former
lover for allegedly con-
spiring to murder her cur-
rent lover at Balligeri in
Athani taluk. The victim,
Ranveersingh Rajput, 32,
was allegedly strangled
to death. Police identified
the accused as Sridevi
Rajput and Bairu Pawar
of Ronihal in Vijayapura
district. According to
police, Sridevi and
Ranveersingh had been
in a relationship for sev-
eral years. Their relation-
ship reportedly turned
sour after Ranveersingh’s
family proposed that
Sridevi's daughter marry
his brother, Narayan.
Sridevi allegedly refused
and later complained of
harassment. Police said
Sridevi then contacted
Pawar, whom she had
known since their school
days. The two allegedly
planned the murder, fol-
lowing which Pawar went
to Balligeri and strangled
Ranveersingh before
fleeing. Investigators
traced the accused using
call detail records and
arrested both. A case has
been registered at Athani
police station, and the
accused have been
remanded to judicial cus-
tody.

Kharge questions SIR process,
alleges errors in voter verification

Kharge convened 20 INDIA bloc parties to discuss SIR, with leaders
saying the revision’s implementation was not in the country’s interest

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge has questioned the
manner in which the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls is being con-
ducted, alleging that the exer-
cise is causing hardship to
sections of voters across the
country.

Speaking in Kalaburagi,
Kharge said the government
was committing “many mis-
takes” in the SIR process and
questioned what had hap-
pened to the earlier system of
electoral verification. Kharge
said he had convened a meet-
ing of leaders of 20 parties of
the INDIA bloc to seek their
views on the SIR exercise.
According to him, the leaders

Mallikarjun Kharge
AICC president

who attended the meeting ex-
pressed the view that the
manner in which the revision
was being carried out was not
in the country’s interest.

He alleged that the names
of poor people, daily-wage
workers, illiterate persons and
minorities were being re-

moved from electoral rolls
during the exercise. “How can
free and fair elections be held
if 500 votes are removed from
every polling booth?”” Kharge
questioned.

He also alleged that BJP
and RSS workers were filling
up forms in wards, gram pan-
chayats and villages where
they wanted to influence the
electoral process. Kharge fur-
ther said that India had wit-
nessed several generations of
democratic governments, in-
cluding those led by Jawa-
harlal Nehru and Lal Bahadur
Shastri, but alleged that such
a situation had not occurred
during their tenure. His re-
marks come amid an ongoing
political debate over the SIR
of electoral rolls, with oppo-

AtaGlance

VOTER HARDSHIP

SIR process causes
citizen distress.

INDIA BLOC MEET
Opposition leaders unite
against revision.

VOTER DELETIONS

Poor and minority votes
removed.

PROCESS FLAWS
Allegations of ruling
party interference.

sition parties raising concerns
over voter deletions and the
Election Commission main-
taining that the exercise is
aimed at ensuring accurate
and updated electoral rolls.

Tumakuru faces 47%
rainfall deficit, drought

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Tumakuru district has record-
ed a 47% rainfall deficit
during the monsoon season,
with all taluks declared
drought-hit based on rainfall

Rainfall, June—-Sept
NORMAL RECEIVED
347mm > 183 mm

47% deficit

deficit criteria. The district
received only 183 mm of rain
between June and September
against the normal 347 mm.
September alone recorded a
77% deficit, severely affect-
ing agriculture and drinking
water availability.

Most crops, including ragi
and maize, have suffered ex-
tensive damage due to the
lack of rainfall. In Dugadahal-
li village of Tumakuru taluk,
ragi crops spread across near-
ly 650 acres are withering.
Farmers said paddy, ragi and

maize crops have dried up as
monsoon rains failed to pro-
vide sufficient moisture. They
added that even occasional
light rain has not helped the
Crops.

The government has re-
leased %15 cr for drinking wa-
ter supply and related drought
relief works. In the first
phase, 5 cr was released for
310 projects, including new
borewells and pipeline instal-
lations. Another X1 crore has
been allocated to each Assem-
bly constituency, covering
390 works, including 119 new
borewells and 164 pipeline
connection projects. Work on
21 previously stalled bore-
wells is also being taken up.

Deputy Commissioner
Shubha Kalyan said officials
had inspected five taluks and
that drought-related projects
had commenced in Tumakuru
Rural, Madhugiri and Chik-
kanayakanahalli. She said co-
ordination meetings were be-
ing held to address the situa-
tion. Around 4.2 TMC of

water has reached the district
from the Gorur Hemavathi
reservoir and is being used for
drinking purposes.

Although sowing was com-
pleted on around 70% of agri-
cultural land, the ragi crop has
failed to develop properly.
Farmers also reported that
ponds and tanks used by cat-
tle have dried up, adding to
their difficulties.

A Central delegation is ex-
pected to visit Tumakuru to
assess the drought situation.
The team will conduct on-site
inspections and evaluate
drinking water availability
and crop damage before pre-
paring its assessment.

Chitradurga gears up for
Maha Ganapathi procession

Jk % ..

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The Fort City is set to witness
the Hindu Maha Ganapathi
procession on Saturday, with
elaborate arrangements made
for the large gathering. Or-
ganised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and Bajrang Dal, the
procession is expected to
draw between six and eight
lakh devotees from across
Karnataka.

More than 30 cultural
troupes from different states
are scheduled to participate in
the procession, adding to the
festivities. Organiser Pra-
bhanjan said the procession
will begin at 10.30 am. High
Court senior advocate Dr
Arun Shyam will inaugurate
the event, while Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad Central Joint Sec-
retary Gopal will deliver the

keynote address. Seers from
various maths in Chitradurga
are also expected to attend.
Extensive security arrange-
ments have been made across
the city. Chitradurga Superin-
tendent of Police Kushal
Choukse said around 4,000

security. Police have been in-
structed to remain vigilant to
prevent any untoward inci-
dents.

The procession will feature
Chende and Nashik Dhol per-
formances and other cultural
programmes. Organisers have

4,000 159

police personnel | CCTV locations

5 67

drones video cameras

police personnel have been
deployed for security and traf-
fic management. The force
includes six SPs, four ASPs,
221 DySPs, 50 CPlIs, 68 PSIs,
218 probationary PSIs and
155 ASIs, along with police
constables, home guards and
personnel from KSRP and
DAR.

Surveillance has also been
strengthened along the pro-
cession route. CCTV cameras
have been installed at 159 lo-
cations, while five drones and
67 video cameras will be used
to monitor the movement of
the procession and maintain

CH NEWS, MANDYA

PRIORITIZE FARMER ISSUES

also planned an auction of
garlands placed on the Gane-
sha idol.

A similar Hindu Maha Ga-
napathi procession has been
organised in Davanagere. The
city has been decorated with
saffron-coloured cloth and
lighting, particularly along
PB Road. The procession will
begin at Davanagere High
School grounds and pass
through several major roads
and circles before reaching
Bathi, where the Ganesha idol
will be immersed in a lake.
Organisers expect lakhs of
devotees to participate.

Cloth bags
distributed to
Anganwadi
children

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Cloth bags and sweets were
distributed to children at the
Bijai Kapikad Anganwadi
Centre under the Child Devel-
opment Scheme of the Dak-

shina Kannada Zilla Pancha-
yat.

The initiative was organised
by the Lobo Foundation and
Global Sympathy Foundation,
Mumbai, as part of efforts to
support children and improve
facilities at the Anganwadi
centre.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rons Bantwal, President of
the Foundation, announced
that internet facilities required
for the children’s education
would be provided at the cen-
tre. He said access to digital
resources would help children
gain better exposure to educa-
tional content and support
their learning.

Yatheesh N. Bangera, inter-
national Judo coach and Pres-
ident of the Karnataka State
Judo Association, said all pos-
sible assistance would be ex-
tended for the development of
the Anganwadi centre. He
also announced that uniforms
would be provided to the chil-
dren.

The programme highlighted
the role of community organ-
isations and individuals in
supporting early childhood
education and improving fa-
cilities for children in local
Anganwadi centres.

Srinivas Nayak Indaje, State
Executive Committee Mem-
ber of the Karnataka Union of
Working Journalists, attended
the programme. School teach-
ers Nanda and Lakshmi were
also present.

The organisers said contin-
ued support from community
groups and well-wishers
would help strengthen educa-
tional facilities and create a
better learning environment
for children attending the cen-
tre.

Central team
assesses drought
conditions near KRS

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A Central Drought Assess-
ment Committee team led by
Dr. Naveen Kumar Jain visit-
ed drought-affected areas of
Mandya district to assess the
ground situation and gather
information on the hardships
faced by farmers.

The team first inspected the
Krishnaraja Sagara (KRS)
reservoir and reviewed its
current water level, inflow
and outflow. Officials briefed
the team about the quantity of
water available in the reser-
voir, the amount reserved for
drinking purposes and the
possibility of releasing water
for agricultural activities amid
worsening drought condi-
tions.

Later, the team visited sev-
eral drought-hit villages in
different taluks and interacted
with farmers and residents.
The team collected informa-
tion about crop damage
caused by inadequate rainfall,
drinking water shortages and
the shortage of fodder for
livestock. Farmers also ex-

ORDER 4,000 cusecs a day
at Biligundlu for 15
days (CWMA, Sept
24)

Release cut to
2,000 cusecs

About 49 TMC
usablein KRS,
Hemavathi,
Harangi and Kabini

DROUGHT 47 Cauvery-basin
taluks

Officials briefed the team
on reservoir water levels,
drinking water reserves,
and the potential release
for agriculture amid
drought.

plained the difficulties they
are facing due to the pro-
longed dry conditions.

Officials from the irrigation
and agriculture departments
submitted detailed records on
crop losses, water availability
and the impact of drought on
agriculture and rural commu-
nities. The Central team said
it would prepare an assess-
ment report and submit it to
the Union Government.

Meanwhile, Karnataka Wa-
ter Resources Minister N. Ch-
aluvarayaswamy said the state
had requested the Cauvery
Water Management Authority
(CWMA) to reduce the re-
lease of Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu from 4,000 cu-
secs to 2,000 cusecs.

The request followed the
CWMA'’s September 24 order
directing Karnataka to release
4,000 cusecs daily at Biligun-
dlu for 15 days. The Minister
said inflows into the KRS,
Hemavathi, Harangi and Ka-
bini reservoirs had declined
sharply after the Southwest
Monsoon ended.

The four reservoirs current-
ly have around 49 TMC of
usable water, which Karnata-
ka said must be conserved for
drinking water, environmental
needs and evaporation losses
until June 2027. Around 47
taluks in the Cauvery basin
have been declared drought-
hit.

Chaluvarayaswamy said
Karnataka had complied with
CWMA directions, with 44.21
TMC recorded at Biligundlu
between June 1 and Septem-
ber 30.

Shivalinge
Gowda seeks
district court for
Arsikere

ARSIKERE

Excise Minister and Hassan
district in-charge minister
K.M. Shivalinge Gowda has
urged the government to sanc-
tion a District Court in Ar-
sikere, stating that the taluk
has the infrastructure and oth-
er requirements to develop as
a district headquarters.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the new court complex
in Arsikere, he said the estab-
lishment of a District Court
has been a long-standing de-
mand of residents. He noted
that the new court building
has been equipped with nec-
essary facilities and appealed
to judges to take steps to fa-
cilitate the establishment of
the court.Highlighting devel-
opment works in the taluk, he
said projects had been taken
up to address irrigation and
drinking water requirements.
Water has been supplied to
around 16 lakes, while 10 to
12 lakes in Kanakatte Hobli
have been filled. A ¥200-crore
project to fill lakes in Ganda-
si Hobli with Hemavathi wa-
ter has also been sanctioned.
Work is underway to supply
water to tanks in Banavara
Hobli through the Upper
Bhadra project.

steps to clear the pending

obtain the required docu-

Praja Seva Andolana seeds up grievance redressal

The Praja Seva Andolana is
helping farmers and the gen-
eral public get quick solutions
to their grievances by bring-
ing officials from different
departments together at one
location, said A.B. Ramesh
Bandisiddegowda, Chairman
of Chamundeshwari Electric-
ity Supply Corporation Lim-
ited (CESC) and Srirangapat-
na MLA.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Praja Seva An-
dolana at the Kalyana Manta-

pa of Sri Kalikamba Temple
in Thaggahalli village of
Kothathi-2nd Hobli in Man-
dya taluk. He urged people to
make full use of the initiative
to resolve their problems
without repeated visits to gov-
ernment offices.
Bandisiddegowda directed

officials to give priority to
farmers’ problems related to
RTCs and Pauti Khata cases.
He said 6,758 Pauti Khata
cases had been identified in
Kothathi-2nd Hobli, of which
around 3,000 were still
pending. Officials were
instructed to take immediate

cases and ensure that farmers
receive the required land
records and documents
without delay.

He also directed officials to
conduct door-to-door surveys
to identify eligible beneficia-
ries who are unable to access
social security schemes. Spe-
cial attention was sought for
elderly people and persons
with disabilities who may be
missing out on pensions be-
cause of documentation or
other issues. Officials were
asked to identify the reasons

‘ People should not

be forced to make
repeated visits to offices
to get their grievances
addressed. Listening to
citizens, reaching out to
them and providing
timely solutions are
important responsibili-
ties of the administra-
tion.”

—A.B.Ramesh
Bandisiddegowda MLA

and help eligible beneficiaries

ments.

Officials of the Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment were instructed to en-
sure that children attending
Anganwadi centres receive
nutritious and quality food.
They were also asked to cre-
ate awareness among parents
about child health, nutrition
and proper care.

Tahsildar Vishwanath, for-
mer Zilla Panchayat president
Thaggahalli Venkatesh, leader
Mitra Ramesh and others
were present.

 NAME CHANGE

I, NAYAZ ALI KHAN, So.
Anwar Ali Khan, Resident of
No. 49, 7th Block, 14th Cross,
Masjid E Kouser Line, Govin-
dapura, A C Post, Bengaluru
-560045, Karnataka, have
changed my name to NIYAZ
ALl KHAN, vide affidavit
dated: 03.10.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

I, SYED MUNEER S/o SYED
HUSSAIN, residing at: 14th Ward
Near Khwaja Makhan, Nalbandwadi,
Ramanagara—-562159,
do hereby declare that my wife’'s
name has been mentioned as
BIBI AYESHA in certain records and
documents. Her correct and actual
name is SHAZIA only. Henceforth,
she shall be known and recognized
by the name SHAZIA for all legal,
official, personal and all other
purposes. BIBI AYESHA and SHAZIA
refer to one and the same person.
Sworn before Ramanagara Notary
Puttaraju P., Date: 01-10-2026.

_DOCUMENTLOST |

This is to inform to General public that
my client Smt, Shubha D V., W/o Shan-
karappa,  Residing at Peresandra Vil-
lage, mandikallu Hobali, Chikkaballapura

taluk, and District, I am the Owner of
the Below said Property,while Sale Deed
for taken Digital copy have lost fol-
lowing Documents of property pertating
to below Mentioned property Situated
at Peresandra Village, mandikallu Ho-
bali, Chikkaballapura taluk, and District,
had published the factum of lost of his
Original Sale Deed, Dated;-15-04-2015,
Sale Deed , Executed by Y.Naganarasih-
mareddy in favour of CB.Kalimsabi s/o
Babu Sabi, In regd as Book No.1,Volume
No.CKB-1-00251/2015-16, In  CDNO.
CKBD 121, in regd before of the SRO
Chikkaballapura , in Respect of Proper-
ty Bearing Peresandra Village, Property
no. 842/44, in Measuring 12.19 Meters,
North To South 9.14 Meters, and Origi-
nal Sale Deed, Dated;-21-08-2015, Sale
Deed, Executed by C.B.Kalimsabi s/o Babu
Sabi, in favour of K.Sharadamma w/o
B.N.Chikkadoddanna, In regd as Book
No.1,Volume No.CKB-1-02466/2015-16,
In CDNO.CKBD 125, in regd before of
the SRO Chikkaballapura , in Respect
of Property Bearing Peresandra Village,
Property no. 842/44, in Measuring 12.19
Meters, North To South 9.14 Meters, po-
lice complaint have been filed with re-
gards to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
no.2461194/2026,  DATED;-03-10-2026,
and complaint dated;-03-10-2026,
by respective person,if anybody finds
these Document please inform with-
in 7 Days in Below mentioned Address.

Place-Chinthamani
Date-03-10-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANL
MOBILE NO:9980110692




CITYSHILIGHTS

MANGALURU

KARNATAKA

SUNDAY » OCTOBER 4, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Rowdy-sheeter :
escapes police
custody in Dharwad

CH NEWS, DHARWAD

A rowdy-sheeter, Arabaz
Dodamani, escaped from
police custody near the
District Court premisesin
Dharwad. He had been
lodged at Hindalga Jail in
Belagavi and was brought
to court for a hearing.
According to police,
Dodamani asked for tea
while being taken to
court. At a tea shop, he
reportedly complained
that he could not drink
comfortably with his
handcuffs on and
requested that they be
removed. Once freed
from the handcuffs, he
allegedly fled on a motor-
cycle that had been
arranged in advance.
Several cases, including
assault, are reportedly
pending against him. The
incident falls under the
jurisdiction of Dharwad
Suburban Police Station.
Police have launched a
search to trace and
apprehend the escaped
accused.
]

Loan scheme
application
deadline
extended to Oct 15

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The deadline for submit-
ting online applications
for loan facilities under

various schemes of the D.

Devaraj Urs Backward
Classes Development
Corporation and commu-
nity development corpo-
rations has been
extended to October 15
for 2026-27. The earlier
deadline was September
30. The extension was
announced following
instructions from the

Corporation’s Managing
Director to help eligible
beneficiaries complete
the application process.

The extension covers
schemes for the
Vishwakarma, Uppara,
Nijasharana Ambigara
Chowdayya, Savita

Raviseeks probeinto voter list irregularities

C.T. Ravi claimed about 32,000 names were deleted in Chikkamagaluru

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Former Karnataka minister
and Legislative Council mem-
ber C.T. Ravi has urged the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to conduct a thorough
investigation into complaints
and alleged irregularities in
the ongoing revision of elec-
toral rolls.

Speaking to reporters in
Chitradurga on Saturday, Ravi
said every objection relating
to voter names should be ex-
amined carefully before any
deletion is made. He claimed
that around 32,000 names had
been deleted in the Chikka-
magaluru constituency and
said a large number of those

constituency, noting many affected voters were Hindu.

affected were Hindu voters.
He questioned allegations by
the Congress that the revision
process was specifically tar-
geting minority voters.

Ravi also called for an in-
vestigation into allegations
that ineligible names were il-
legally added to electoral
rolls. He sought action against
those who allegedly submitted
documents to facilitate such
additions, including claims
involving foreign nationals.
Such allegations would need
to be established through offi-
cial verification and investiga-
tion.He said filing an objec-
tion through Form 7 was not,
by itself, a crime. The form
provides a mechanism for

"<

CT.Ravi

raising objections to names in
the electoral roll on grounds
such as death, shifting of res-
idence, duplicate entries or
other specified reasons. The

ECI has recently directed
election officials in Karnataka
to take legal action where
false or fraudulent claims are
established.

Ravi also criticised the pro-
test led by Deputy Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar outside
the election office over the
voter-list revision. He alleged
that the protest could divert
attention from complaints that
require investigation. His re-
marks come amid a wider po-
litical dispute in Karnataka
over the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process.

The ECI has ordered a spe-
cial enrolment drive after the
SIR exercise, which is sched-
uled to begin in Karnataka

after publication of the final
electoral roll on October 27.
The move is intended to pro-
vide an opportunity for eligi-
ble voters who may have been
left out to enrol.

Key points

— Ravi demanded investigation
into voter additions.

— Form 7is valid for objections.

— ECl ordered special
enrollment drive.

— Ravi criticized Shivakumar’s
protest.

— Dispute stems from
Karnataka SIR process.

— Festival should promote
social unity.

Dasara holidays draw

huge crowds to Kukke

CH NEWS,
SUBRAHMANYA

More than 30,000 devotees
visited the Kukke Sri Subrah-
manya Temple in Dakshina
Kannada on Saturday as
Dasara holidays triggered a
massive influx of pilgrims from
different parts of Karnataka.

Devotees began arriving
from Friday evening, with
crowds increasing sharply by
Saturday morning. Temple-run
lodges were fully occupied,
while private lodges in the
town also struggled to accom-
modate visitors. Many devotees
reportedly searched for rooms
until late at night.

Large numbers of pilgrims
took a holy dip in the Kumarad-
hara River early in the morning
before proceeding to the temple
through the main road and
chariot street.

Rs 2 cr released for Cauvery
Theerthodbhava preparations

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

Preparations for the annual Cauvery
Theerthodbhava at Talacauvery in
Kodagu district have gained momen-
tum, with the Cauvery Neeravari
Nigam releasing Rs 2 crore for es-
sential works and basic amenities in
the Bhagamandala-Talacauvery re-
gion.

Deputy Commissioner So-
mashekar confirmed that the Rs 2
crore grant has been credited to the
Deputy Commissioner’s account.
The funds have been released
through the Cauvery Neeravari
Nigam to undertake necessary works
in connection with the Tula Sankra-
mana fair. A similar grant of Rs 2
crore was provided through the
Nigam last year.

In addition to this amount, the gov-
ernment is separately providing Rs
75 lakh for preparations and other
arrangements related to the fair. Lo-
cal MLA and Chief Minister’s Polit-
ical Secretary A.S. Ponnanna has
announced that the additional grant
will be released soon.

Preparations for Talacauvery Th-
eerthodbhava have already begun.
The rituals associated with Tula

Sankramana commenced on Septem-
ber 17 with the traditional offering of
rice into the Pattaya. The Aajna
Muhurtha is scheduled for 10.30 am
on Oct 5. The Akshaya Patra and of-
fering boxes will be placed on Oct
15.

The sacred Kaveri Tula Sankrama-
na Theerthodbhava is scheduled to
take place at Talacauvery on October
17 at 7.50 pm during Mesha Lagna.
Thousands of devotees are expected
to visit the pilgrimage centre to wit-
ness the ritual emergence of the Cau-
very.

Whitewashing and painting of
temple structures are currently un-
derway in Bhagamandala and Tala-
cauvery. Cleaning activities are also
being carried out as part of the prepa-
rations. Officials are working to en-
sure that basic facilities are available
for devotees during the festival.

In the coming days, the adminis-
tration is expected to begin the ten-
der process for additional works, in-
cluding desilting at the Triveni San-
gama, where the three rivers meet.
Authorities are also reviewing other
requirements to ensure the smooth
conduct of the annual Tula Sankra-
mana fair.

Ensure effective PM-Kisan
implementation: DC

CH NEWS, GADAG

cial assistance to eligible farming
families.

™
L

HDFC BANK LIMITED

H DFc BAN K Regd. Office: HDFC Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai - 400013
Branch: #51, HDFC House, Kasturba Road, Bangalore 560 001

Tel:-080-41183000 CIN L65920MH1994PLC080618 Website: www.hdfcbank.com

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13 (2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of HDFC Bank Limited (erstwhile HDFC Limited having amalgamated with HDFC Bank Limited by virtue of a
Scheme of Amalgamation approved by Hon'ble NCLT-Mumbai vide order dated 17th March 2023) (HDFC) under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002, issued Demand Notices under Section 13 (2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) listed hereunder, to pay the
amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice/s, within 60 days from the date of the respective Notice/s, as per details given below. The undersigned have, caused
these Notices to be pasted on the premises of the last known respective addresses of the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s). Copies of the said
Notices are available with the undersigned, and the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s), may, if they so desire, collect the respective copy from the
undersigned on any working day during normal office hours.
In connection with the above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) to pay to HDFC, within 60 days from the
date of publication of this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below in their respective names, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notices from the
respective dates mentioned below in column (c) till the date of payment and / or realization, read with the loan agreement and other documents/writings, if any, executed by the
said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the following Secured Asset(s) have been mortgaged to HDFC by the said Borrower (s) respectively.

Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to
redeem the secured asset/s.

Description of Secured

Represented by Mr. Pawar Pawan, Designation: Proprietor,
Department: Services, Both are residing at: No.90/3, Pattanagere, Rajarajeshwari
Nagar Bengaluru 560098.
Mr. Pawar Pawan (Borrower), M/s. Gaurav Enterprises (Co-Borrower)

Mrs. Pawar Sunitha (Co-Borrower), All are residing at: Floor-3rdunit-Tf-305, M
Square Melody, S No 240/1, Halagevaderahalli Village, Bangalore South Taluk,

Sr. Name of Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Total Outstanding g::a:; Asset in respect of which

No. Legal Representative (s) Dues Notice Security Interest has been

created

(a) (b) () (d) (f)

01 | Mr. Ahmed Wazir (Borrower) Loan A/c Nos: 14.08.2026 Flat-S-7, Floor-2,
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, Designation: Technician, Department: 701354991 Crescent Magna, No 2 &
Production, Lca Tejas Division, Marathahalli Bangalore Complex, Bangalore 560037. Rs.35,88,679/- N.P.A. Date: [ 4, KhNo 32, 5th Cross,
Also at: #5a, 1st Floor, 2nd Main, Bhuvaneshwari Nagar, P&T Colony, Bengaluru | [Rupees Thirty Five Lakhs (e) 3rd Main Road,
560032. Eighty Eight Thousand Six | 07,03.2026 | _Athmananda Colony,
Mrs. Fathima Sheeba (Co-Borrower), Tech Mahindra Limited, Designation: | Hundred and Seventy Nine Sultanpalya Matadahalli
Technical, Department: IT, Plotno 45-47 Kiadb Industrial, Area Phase-li Electronic |~ Only] as on 31.07.2026 Kasaba Hobli, Bangalore
City, Bengaluru560100. Also at: #62, 1st Cross, SM Food Palace, Manorayanapalya, Il;lotrth g g, ang‘;%%%%”z'
Gangenahalli Extn, Bengaluru 560032 Xin, Bengaluru
Mr.Ahmed Wazir (Borrower), Mrs. Fathima Sheeba (Co-Borrower)

Both are residing at: Flat-S-7, Floor-2, Crescent Magna, No 2 & 4, Kh No 32, 5th
Cross, 3rd Main Road, Athmananda Colony, Sultanpalya Matadahalli, Kasaba Hobli,
Bangalore North Tq, Gangenahalli Extn, Bengaluru 560032.

02 | Mr.Pawar Pawan (Borrower), Gaurav Enterprises, Loan Alc Nos: 14,08.2026 | Floor-3rd unit-Tf-305, M
Designation: Proprietor, Department: Services 1) 638784683 : Rs.15,20,770/- Square Melody, S No
M/s. Gaurav Enterprises (Co-Borrower) 2) 638784896 : Rs. 7,05,213/- | N.P.A. Date: | 240/1, Halagevaderahalli

3) 639995413 : Rs. 1,17,497/-
4) 639995578 : Rs. 44,737/-
Total Amount: Rs.23,88,217/-
[Rupees Twenty Three Lakhs
Eighty Eight Thousand Two
Hundred and Seventeen Only]

(e) Village, Bangalore South
03.05.2025 | Taluk, Bengaluru 560098

MSaac?ig]:\’/g/li/(Ijall\?SLaa Deputy Commissioner C.N. Sridhar The Deputy Commissioner in- Bengaluru 560098, as on 31.07.2026
Vokkaliga némadic aﬁd dirf_:Cted officials to WOI‘!{ in coordi-  structed Ofﬁqials to verify farmers’ 03 | MrPatil Sandeep (Borrower),Rane T4u Private Limited, Loan Alc Nos: 20.08.2026 | ARVIND OASIS Flat-F-
semi-nomadic. Kadugolla nation and ensure that eligible farm-  Aadhaar details, bank account infor- Designation: Deputy Manager , Department: Pmcr, No.9, 1st Main, New Bel Road, 633988808 102, Blk-F Floor-1 S No
2nd Veerashaiva Lin ga at ers in the district receive the benefits ~ mation and other required documents Sanjaynagar- Bengelura. 380054 Also at: Ho.28, 2nd Floor. 2ndMein Road, 1st Phasetst Rs.42,40,369 /- N.PA. Date:| 98/2,100,101,8th Mile
e Ingay of the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-  carefully. He also called for greater Bricye, Bangalore North, Rejajinagar AllBlocks. §.0-Bangalutu 560010, 9| [Rupees Forty Two Lakhs (e) Bus Stop, Nagasandra,
communities. Eligible Nidhi (PM-Ki h ith £ that el : , > : Forty Thousand Three 03.10.2024 | Tumkur Road, Bengaluru
beneficiaries can submit man Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme with- awareness among farmers so that el- Mrs. Khuba Samyukta (Co-Borrower), . ‘ . Hundred and Sixty Nine Only] ~560073
tﬁ air apolications online out delay. igible beneficiaries are not excluded gphaslls L|1r_n|t';d, Desll-lg‘ nhatlon:_If_\ﬂodll:l|e|[5€|adl:|'estlng, DeEpartmi/Ttl: Testing Prgctlce:-il a5 on 31.07 2026
before?ﬁe revised dead- He was speaking at a review meet-  because of documentation or proce- 528(?29“ 0 Mysore Highway, Tanglin Dvip Ltdpatten , Egere Mylasandra - Bengaluru -
line. For further details ing on the implementation and prog- dura! issues.. o Mr Patil Sandeep (Borrower), Mrs. Khuba Samyukta (Co - Borrower)
apolicants can contact ress of the scheme for 2026-27, held Sridhar directed officials to pro- Both are residing at: No 517, 11th Main 2nd Stage, Woc Road Mahalakshmipuram Layout,
ppticant , at the Deputy Commissioner’s office  vide clear information and resolve North, Rajajinagar All Blocks Bengaluru - 560086. ,
the District Manager’s - . . . - . . Also at: Arvind Oasis, Flat-F-102,BIk-F,Floor-1, S No 98/2,100,101,8th Mile Bus Stop,
= : in Gadag. Sridhar said PM-Kisan is  difficulties faced by farmers regard- A
officein Chltradurga - N 3 3 VY e Nagasandra, Tumkur Road, Bengaluru - 560073.
' an important Central Government  ing registration, eligibility or release
—— initiative aimed at providing finan-  of benefits. 04 Mr. ﬁhh:ttny Mah:((igva B(Borrowe)zrgDe_sigr?tionF:, Proprietor, 1)6911;-3?:;7A/; N:1S:08 5751 20.08.2026 TERRA7L7A\gONUOT, UNIT-
I. eepal 0-porrower), Uesignation: rroprietor, : Rs.11,00, - s
Both are residing at: Sri Mahadeshwara Imitation Jewelry and Textails 2) 701892039 : Rs.7,54,485/- | N.P.A. Date: 22/1,23/2,3,SRIRAMPUR
Scholarship m BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY #1, G Block, Dakshineshwara Main Road, Ramakrishna Nagar, Mysore 570022 3) 691374662 : Rs.51,150/- (&) A, VILLAGE KASABA
; ) Also at: # 302, 9th Cross E And F Block, Ramakrishna Nagar, Mysore 570022 4) 691379863 : Rs.30.141/- | 06-05.2025 | HOBLI, MYSORE_U,
licati D ~N e et L Sl e e LRt Also at: Unit-77, Terra Layout, S No 22/1,23/2.3, Srirampura Village, Kasaba ) Total Ar'noz'm ‘ MYSORE, 570008,
app Ica Ion e RS, No. BDA/EE/North/TEN/T-765/2026-27  Date: 01.10.2026 Hobli, Mysore 570008. Rs.19.44.351)- [Rupees KARNATAKA
i L] © INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) Nineteen Lakhs Forty Four
deadllne — o 8 (Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) Thousand Three Hundred and
extended to Oct 3] LI_ (] o The Executive Engineer, North Division, BDA, Bengaluru Fifty One Only] as on 31.07.2026
CH NEWS, GADAG m =~ toe”n di?gaéggrgggt Scyos’:;"n’q'sfsr'oon:et';’]eBe'?ig‘i'blgigﬂzt’:e“r ]lg;"ttﬁz 05 |Mr. Gopalakrishna Bhat (Borrower), Jet Airways (India) Limited, L;;zr; 8Al; ngz 19.08.2026 | SYNO.3-9B(P), Situated
v) = Designation: Senior Officer, Department: Engineering-Line-M 787 In Boloor B Village
. . N esignation: senior icer, Department. £Engineering-Line-ivl, ’
The deadline for online v & below mentioned work. Name of the work: Construction of Engeneering Dept Kenjar, Bajppe Road Kenjar, Dakshina Kannada - 574142 Rs. 68,203/- N.PA.Date:|  Mangalore Taluk,
e ((o Approach Road at Sy.No.85/1, 85/2, 90/5, 90/6, 92/3 and . . 2) 618787510 (e) Kanchigaraguthu Road
applications for the —_— . . Mrs. Ahalya (Co-Borrower), Government Higher Primary School, , ,
2026-27 demi o Q Balance work in Sy. No.27 of Hennur Village, Kasaba Designation: Assistant Teacher, Department: Qe Department Of Pub Rs. 51,877)- 21.12.2021 Kodikal
¢ tacat gmlchyelar < o (o] Hobli, Bengaluru North Taluk. Approx. cost put to tender Baikamoady Muslm Industial. Afea Man alor;e-5741F312 ’ Total Amount 5th Cross, Ashoknagar,
or post-matric schol- o (Excluding GST): Rs. 440.00 Lakhs. EMD: Rs. 6.60 pady : 9 Rs.1,20,080/- Mangalore - 575006
arships, fee conces- I @ i Mr. Gopalakrishna Bhat (Borrower), Mrs. Ahalya (Co-Borrower), [Rupees One Lakhs Twenty
¢ ! - Lakhs (R.1.00 Lakh through e-Procurement & balance e . ;
sions and the V|dyas|r| (@5 B Both are reS|d|ng at: # 7-70/41, Kasthubha, 5th B Cross Kanchlagara Guthu, Thousand and E|ghty 0n|y]
+=J amount Rs.5.60 Lakhs through Bank Guarantee). Tender ! . ‘
h has b (o] v ; ] . . Kodical, Ashoknagar, Mangalore — 575006. Also at: Sy.No.3-9b(P), Situated In as on 31.07.2026
scheme has been —_— Processing Fee: Refer e-Procurement website. Period of . . ;
(o] . i h Boloor B Village, Mangalore Taluk, Kanchigaraguthu Road, Kodikal 5th Cross,
extended to October 31. o et Completion: 06 Months (including Monsoon). Last date Ashoknagar, Mangalore - 575006.
The extension applies o C of submission of tender: 22.10.2026 up to 16.00 hrs. For .
to students belonging o further details, please contact e-Procurement Helpdesk on | |06 | MrPathak Shailendra (Borrower), Jio Platforms Limited, Loan A/c Nos: 20.08.2026 | FIFTH ELEMENT, Unit-
to backward classes (W) 080-46010000/68948777 Designation: Manager, Department: Fleet 1) 683092962 025,Floor-Ground, S No
’ . - - 39/14 Jio Avana Sarjapura, Main Road Iblur Village, Bellandur, Bengaluru - 560102 Rs.28,51,548/- N.P.A. Date:| 143/2,Gunjur Village
and Category-] Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) &S @BDAOfficialGok . ’ Nl
8 . . R S Mrs. Khurana Varsha (Co-Borrower), H. No. 78, Madan Mohan Malviya, Ward No. 13, (Rupees (e) Varthur Hb, Gunjuru,
nomadic and semi-no- Sd/- Executive Engineer, North Division, BDA, Bengaluru Nowgong, Nowganj (Bundelkhand) Chhatarpur, Nayagaon, Laund, Chhatarpur Dist (Mp) - | Twenty Eight Lakhs Fifty One | 08.04.2025 | Bengaluru - 560087
madic communities. maghyﬁ Pkre;dhesr, P(iin—(zg1201 ) Thousand Five Hundred and
ioi rPathak Shailendra (Borrower), Forty Eight Only) as on
E“lglt#]e Stu?]etr%tsgtant CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CORPORATION LIMITED Mrs. Khurana Varsha (Co-Borrower), Both are residing at: Unit-025 Floor-Ground, Fifth y 319_07_202%)
ap[S) yh lroul’%' o et la e (A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) Element, Gunjur Village, Varthur, Vartur S.0, Indira Nagar, Hal 2nd Stage, Bengaluru
DCt C.)lars lpl' %r'li : Corporate Office, procurement Section, CESC, Mysuru-570017. 26008:]- A'5°Ga‘= Nﬁ-57fv G%‘!”gﬁLV'"age %?“”:\‘Aaraﬁhhgtafg’ufof;‘{&hatafpuﬂ Nearto
elails dog eligioitl %/ Ph: 9448994705, Email ID: gmpurc@cescmysore.org  Website: www.cescmysore.org owerhouse, Gaurihar, Laundi, Chhatarpur Dist, Madhya Pradesh - :
required docurments Date: 29.09.2026 | |07 | Mr. SRIVASTAVA MAYANK (Borrower) Loan Alc Nos: 19.08.2026 | SRIVARIBLISS - LOS,

CESC/GM(P)/DGM(P)AGM(P-2)/M(P-1)/2026-27/20352

and schemes are avail-

BAJAJ LIFE INSURANCE LIMITED, 1) 672965499 : Rs. 34,59,022/- Flat-408, Floor-3, Plot No

able on the Backward SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement Portal Only) Designation: SENIOR AREA MANAGER, Department: SALES, 2) 675044751 : Rs. 5,30,199/- | N.P.A. Date: | 303, No 303, Kh No 72,
Classes Welfare — - . . 4thFloorGoldenHeights,RamMandirRoadRajajiNagar,Bengaluru-560010 Total Amount (e) No 1/A, New No 464/1a,
Department website. | CESC, Mysore invites Short Term Tenders from eligible bidders for Supply of Materials and Also at: Flat No.408, Srivari Bliss Apartment, Avalahalli, Jp Nagar 9th Phase, Rs.39,89,221/- (Rupees Thirty | 06.03.2025 Allahalli Village,
For assistance, stu- Services as mentioned below: ﬁfarTitpté grie,GKanal_«aB:ra Road Bzggalurt; —N5600R78 cola Vi Nine Lakhs Eighty Nine 8 Utffata'!ié""b”vl
Also at! , A, Gujaini, ognagar (Kanpur), Near Ramieela Maidaan, anashankari oengaluru
dents can contact the |/SI.No Tender Name Tender No Kanpur, Govind Nagar, Utar Padesh - 208025, Also at: SRIVARI BLISS - LOS, T“°“§3,“e‘:,fyw3n'1“3,‘f,'ye," and - 560050
department helpline at . L CESCOM/2026-27/ Flat-408, Floor-3, Plot No 303, No 303, Kh No 72, No 1/A, New No 464/1a, Allahall as on 31.07.2026
8050770004 or email 1 |Supply of 7/10 SWG Guy Wire to CESC jurisdiction INDO259/CALL-2 Village, Uttarahalli Hobli, Banashankari, Bengaluru — 560050. o
bcwdhelpline@gmail. : - : : : — : -
com. The State ||, [Supplyof Rubber Handgloves, SEAMLESS Confiming o1 tol - CESCOMI2026-271 | | i ftherleret o exgenses s hges e ol e Ul e oo pymentandorfeicton e sed Boroner o) galfer(s)
. e e iv i y imi id, imi i Vi u
Scholarship Software CESC]UI‘ISdICtIOﬂ IND0282 Asset / Inmovable Property under Section 13 (4) of the said Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risk of the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal

helpline can be reached

The details regarding participation in the tender can be obtained through e-procurement portal | | Representative(s) as tothe costs and consequences.

at 1902 or post- ; ot The said Borrower (s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) are prohibited under the said Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset / Inmovable Propert
" : . .gov. 10. . Y,
matrichelp@karnataka. gststopfusltl)l;gggoll(;;g;:ggg/g;&g%n or after.IOF:j;I‘O 2026. For flanﬂcatlﬁnlczntalft help desk whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of HDFC Bank Limited. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the
gov.in, according to the - or e-mail address support@eprochelpdesk.com. provisions of the Act or Rules made thereunder shall be liable forimprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.
department For Electricity related complaints Call: 1912 | Date - 0410.2026 For HDFC Bank Ltd.
notification. DIPR/MYSORE/818/SHIRDI SAI/2026-27 Sd/- General Manager (Procurement),CESC, Mysuru. Place: Bangalore Sdi- Authorized Officer of HDFC Bank Ltd. under SARFAESI Act, 2002



CITYSHILIGHTS

MANGALURU

SUNDAY » OCTOBER 4, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Uttarakhand SIR removes
nine lakh voter names

Uttarakhand’s final electoral roll has dropped by nearly nine lakh
names after SIR, leaving 71.59 lakh registered voters in the State.

Tourist Killed, 56
Injuredin 2 Ramban
road accidents

RAMBAN
A tourist from West
Bengal was killed and
56 people, including
nine security personnel,
were injured in two sep-
arate road accidents on
the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway in
Ramban district on Sat-
urday. Around 8.50 am,
a tourist bus travelling
from Srinagar to Jammu
crashed into a hillside
near Maroog after losing
control. Jamuna, a West
Bengal resident, died,
while 47 passengers
were injured. Four seri-
ously injured passengers
were shifted to GMC
Hospital, Jammu. A
Quick Reaction Team
rushing to the accident
site later overturned
near Kela Morh, injuring
six police personnel and
three CRPF personnel.
All nine security person-
nel were stable.

CPIMP alleges
Delhi police
hid badges

NEW DELHI
CPI Rajya Sabha MP P.
Sandosh Kumar on Sat-
urday alleged that Delhi
Police personnel re-
moved or concealed
identity badges while de-
taining or using force
against protesters. He
urged Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah to order a
time-bound inquiry into
the alleged practice. Ku-
mar, who was detained
on Friday during a protest
against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, alleged repeated
violence, arbitrary deten-
tions and manhandling
by police. He cited Su-
preme Court directionsin
D.K.Basu v. State of West
Bengal and Delhi Police
Standing Order No. 51,
saying identification was
essential for accountabil-
ity. He sought an inquiry
into the alleged use of
force, badge removal,
plain-clothes personnel
and facial recognition
systems during protests.
Kumar also urged author-
ities to ensure that police
personnel deployed at
Jantar Mantar remain
identifiable and follow
constitutional safeguards
and established rules.

Three Army personnel
among seven
arrested inarms theft

HYDERABAD
Telangana Police ar-
rested seven more peo-
ple, including three
serving Army personnel,
in connection with the
theft of firearms and
ammunition from the
20 Battalion, Madras
Regiment, at Bollaram
in Secunderabad
Cantonment.
Police said the case
surfaced on August 31
after locks at the arms
store and Magazine
were found broken. The
stolen weapons includ-
ed four AK-203 rifles,
one INSAS rifle, six 9
mm pistols, one civilian
pistol and ammunition.
The prime accused, re-
tired havildar Up-
putholla Mallesh, was
arrested on September
1. Police said the
weapons were alleged-
ly stolen to facilitate
planned robberies tar-
geting banks, jewellery
shops and wealthy indi-
viduals. The seven ac-
cused were produced
before a local court and
sent to 14-day judicial
remand. Police said no
terrorist or extremist
links were found.

NEW DELHI

Around nine lakh names have
been removed from Uttara-
khand’s electoral roll follow-
ing the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR), leaving 71.59
lakh registered voters in the
final list published on Satur-
day. The State had 79,60,762
voters when the exercise be-
gan in June. Chief Electoral
Officer B.V.R.C. Purushottam
said the final roll includes
1,29,872 newly enrolled
voters.

The first draft, published on
July 14, had 71,33,785 names.
After claims and objections,
1,04,708 names were deleted
while more than 1.29 lakh
were added, raising the total
by about 25,000 from the
draft. The final roll includes
37,37,701 men, 34,21,036
women and 212 third-gender
voters. It also has 72,656 vot-
ers aged 18-19 and 1,22,892
voters above 80. The State
has 12,543 polling stations.

The Election Commission

will now conduct a special
enrolment drive for people
left out and those newly eligi-
ble to vote. Eligible voters
can submit Form 6 online
through the ECINet app or
offline through Booth Level
Officers. Officials will com-
pare the current roll with the
pre-SIR list, identify missing
voters and conduct home vis-
its. Camps will also be held in
night shelters, labour colonies
and among homeless and
marginalised communities.

A large number of voters
were placed in the “uncollect-
able (ASDD)” category, with
Dehradun recording 1,86,008
such voters, followed by Ud-
ham Singh Nagar with
1,77,673 and Haridwar with

Voting At a glance

-71.59 lakh — Final electors in
Uttarakhand

- 9 lakhs — Names removed
during SIR

-1.29 lakh — New voters
enrolled

-1.04 lakh — Names deleted
after claims and objections

-12,543 — Polling stations
across the State

1,30,203. Uttarakhand Con-
gress leader Suryakant Dhas-
mana criticised the final roll
and sought constituency-wise
details of deleted names. He
alleged irregularities in the
exercise and demanded resto-
ration of deleted voters’
names. He also said the party
did not accept the additions
and deletions made during
SIR, and sought greater trans-
parency from the Election
Commission on the revision
process and its results in Ut-
tarakhand.

El Nino
threatens
India’s winter
Crop prospects

NEW DELHI

India’s winter cropping sea-
son faces growing risks as
depleted soil moisture, be-
low-normal monsoon rain-
fall and a strengthening El
Nino raise concerns over
delayed sowing, reduced
acreage, weaker yields and
water availability. Farmers
are preparing for rabi crops
amid increasingly uncertain
weather conditions.

The southwest monsoon
ended with rainfall 12.6%
below normal, making it the
fourth-lowest monsoon rain-
fall since 2001. East and
northeast India recorded a
25% deficit, while south
peninsular India was 24%
below normal. The India
Meteorological Department
has indicated that EI Nino is
strengthening and could
become very strong by
November.

Soil moisture was below
the decadal average in sev-
eral states, including Karna-
taka, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab.
IMD district-level data
showed 32% of districts re-
ceived deficient rainfall in
September, while another
16% fell into the large-defi-
cient category. September
also recorded India’s highest
average maximum tempera-
ture for the month since
1901.

The impact could be great-
er on crops with limited irri-
gation support. Wheat,
which contributes about
70% of rabi output, has
more than 95% of its
acreage irrigated. By com-
parison, only about 52% of
gram and 25% of jowar
acreage is irrigated. Gram in
Rajasthan and jowar in Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra
therefore face greater mois-
ture risks, particularly in
rainfed areas.

Haryana petrol
pumps deny fuel
without PUC

NEW DELHI

Petrol pumps across Hary-
ana-NCR districts will deny
fuel to vehicles without valid
pollution under control (PUC)
certificates under air pollution
control measures effective
from October 1, according to
directions issued by the Hary-
ana transport department.

The rule applies to petrol,
diesel and CNG stations,
which must verify a vehicle’s
PUC status before refuelling.
If motorists cannot produce a
valid certificate, operators
must refuse fuel and record
the vehicle’s registration
number for official purposes.
The measure follows a direc-
tion issued by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM).

Petrol stations have been
instructed to use Automated
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras to match
vehicle registration numbers
with the online PUC data-
base. Until the system is ful-
ly installed and operational
across all NCR districts,
pump staff must manually
check PUC certificates be-
fore dispensing fuel. State

officials said ANPR cameras
are being installed at NCR
fuel stations.

The transport department
said driving or operating a
vehicle without a valid PUC
certificate can attract a fine
of up to 210,000 under the
Motor Vehicle Rules. Vehi-
cles without valid certificates
are to be directed to the near-
est authorised PUC testing
centre before they can be re-
fuelled. Petrol pumps have
also been asked to display
prominent bilingual notices
in English and Hindi at fuel
dispensing points.

The department directed
fuel stations to implement
the measures immediately
and submit action-taken re-
ports within three days. It
warned that laxity could in-
vite strict punitive action.
The instructions are intended
to ensure motorists are aware
of the PUC requirement and
support enforcement of air
pollution control measures
across Haryana’s NCR dis-
tricts. The move also requires
clear communication before
motorists attempt to refuel at
participating stations across
the region.

Sreelekha resigns as
Thiruvananthapuram councillor

NEW DELHI

Retired DGP and BJP coun-
cillor R Sreelekha has report-
edly resigned from the Thiru-
vananthapuram Corporation
amid reports of dissatisfac-
tion over not being made
mayor, despite being project-
ed as the party’s candidate
during the 2025 local body
elections.

Mayor V V Rajesh con-
firmed receiving her resigna-
tion letter and said efforts
were being made to resolve
the matter. He said Sreelekha
had cited personal inconve-
nience as the reason.

“Personal inconveniences
are natural. When working as
public representatives, we of-
ten encounter inconveniences
in many matters. Whatever
can be resolved, we will re-
solve as we go,” Rajesh said.

However, Corporation sec-
retary J Muhammed Shafi
said the resignation submitted

Retired DGP and BJP
councillor R Sreelekha
reportedly resigns amid
dissatisfaction over
mayoral post, citing
personal inconvenience
as the reason.

to the mayor was not legally
valid, as councillors must
submit resignations to the
secretary under Section 40 of
the Kerala Municipality Act.
“A resignation has not been
received officially. According
to Section 40 of the Kerala
Municipality Act, the resigna-
tion must be submitted to the
Secretary,” Shafi said.

The resignation came to
light after a message purport-
edly posted by Sreelekha in a
residents’ WhatsApp group
said she had submitted her
resignation to the mayor and
would hand over a copy to
the district collector on Octo-
ber 5.

The development has
drawn the attention of the
LDF, which was voted out of
power in the corporation last
year after 45 years. The BJP
currently has 51 councillors,
including an Independent,
while the LDF has 29 and the
UDF 20.

If Sreelekha’s resignation is
formally accepted, the BJP’s
strength would fall to 50,
based on the current council
composition.

CPM state secretary M V
Govindan described the mat-
ter as an internal BJP issue
but said the party would re-
spond if a governance crisis
emerged.

SP questions
Congress demand
for 150 UP seats

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party MP Shiv
Pal Singh Patel has ques-
tioned the reported demand
by the Congress for 150 seats
in the 2027 Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections, calling the
figure “highly unreasonable”.
The SP and Congress are ex-
pected to hold discussions on
seat-sharing as they prepare
for the polls.

Patel said the final decision
on the number of seats for the
Congress would be taken by
SP national president. He ar-
gued that the Congress should
base its demand on its elector-
al strength and organisational
position. “The National Pres-
ident will decide how many
seats to allocate. Given the
current circumstances, the
Congress party's demands are
highly unreasonable,” Patel
said.

According to Patel, the
Congress currently has two
MLAs in Uttar Pradesh, while
the SP has 125. He said that,
based on this ratio, the Con-
gress should receive seven or
eight seats, though he added
that the SP could offer up to
50 seats. Patel also said the
Congress’s realistic capacity
was around 25 to 30 seats and
questioned demands he de-
scribed as arbitrary.

UKkraine calls India
truce proposal most
comprehensive

NEW DELHI

Ukraine has received cease-
fire proposals from India,
Turkey, Egypt and the United
States, with Ukrainian For-
eign Minister Andrii Sybiha
describing India’s proposal as
the “most comprehensive”
among the four. Kyiv has said
it is prepared to consider dif-
ferent formats for a truce with
Russia.

Sybiha said Ukraine’s pre-
ferred arrangement would
combine an energy ceasefire
with a truce covering the
Black Sea. He said this would
require a complete halt to at-
tacks on energy facilities, in-
cluding port infrastructure.
Kyiv is also considering an
unconditional ceasefire along
the line of contact.

“We have four proposals.
The most comprehensive is
India’s proposal. We are
ready for an energy and
Black Sea truce, but only in
this combination,” Sybiha
said. He added that Turkey
and Egypt had proposed
Black Sea truces aimed at re-
storing Ukrainian grain ex-
ports, while the US proposal
focused on an energy truce.

The Ukrainian foreign min-
ister said the US proposal had
been discussed during a
meeting between Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy and US President Don-
ald Trump. Sybiha said
Ukraine believed a ceasefire

“ “We have four proposals.

The most comprehensive is
India’s proposal. We are ready for
an energy and Black Sea truce,
but only in this combination”.
—Andrii Sybiha, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister

could emerge from a possible
meeting between Zelenskyy
and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. He said Kyiv re-
mained open to ceasefire
formats.

India has repeatedly said it
remains in contact with both
Russia and Ukraine and is
ready to assist efforts to end
the conflict. New Delhi has
highlighted the war’s impact
on food, fuel and fertiliser se-
curity, particularly for the
Global South. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi raises the issue of end-
ing the conflict and has ideas
aimed at finding mutually ac-
ceptable solutions. Sybiha did
not provide further details on
when India submitted its
proposal, while Indian offi-
cials had not immediately
commented.

Kakkar leaves AAP, joins Congress amid criticism

NEW DELHI

Former Aam Aadmi Party
spokesperson Priyanka Kak-
kar joined the Congress on
Saturday, saying she had
reached a point where she
could no longer defend what
she called “indefensible” de-
cisions within the AAP.
Explaining her departure,
Kakkar said the party had
once projected itself as one
that would not use bunga-
lows or cars, but later began
using choppers for private
travel. She said this change
made it difficult for her to
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continue defending the par-
ty. Kakkar also questioned
the appointment of people to
senior positions in Punjab,
saying individuals without
booth-level experience were
being brought from Rajas-
than and given senior roles,
along with bungalows and
cars.

DELHI TRAFFIC SYSTEM

“ “There was a time

when it was said that AAP
would not take a bungalow or
a car. But later, choppers
started being used for private
travel, and | could no longer
defend the indefensible.”
—Priyanka Kakkar, Former AAP
spokesperson

Kakkar praised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, de-
scribing him as resilient and
saying she had watched him
and the party withstand at-
tacks. She said Gandhi was
not afraid to promote his

ideas and claimed that the
Congress had retained an au-
thenticity she felt was miss-
ing elsewhere. She also
backed his criticism of Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar over elector-
al-roll revision and his alle-
gations concerning voters’
rights.

Kakkar called for opposi-
tion unity and urged people
to join the Congress, arguing
that votes should not be di-
vided or scattered. She said
people should come under
one umbrella to oppose
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and what she de-
scribed as his “regressive
politics”. The Congress said
Kakkar was among three
prominent figures who
joined the party, along with
former Uttar Pradesh MLA
Shyam Sundar Sharma and
journalist Rajat Rakesh Tan-
don. Her move marks a
change in her political affil-
iation and follows her public
criticism of the AAP’s recent
decisions. She said her deci-
sion came after drawing a
line over issues she believed
she could no longer justify
publicly.

Delhi traffic system to track stolen vehicles, jams

NEW DELHI

Delhi’s proposed Intelligent
Traffic Management System
(ITMS) will provide traffic
police with real-time alerts
on stolen vehicles, acci-
dents, traffic jams and
slow-moving stretches, offi-
cials said. The first phase
will include more than 2,500
cameras as the city moves
towards technology-driven
traffic management.

Under the system, a stolen
vehicle reported through an
FIR will trigger an alert
through the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Network

and Systems (CCTNS) to the
traffic inspector responsible
for the area. The ITMS will
also integrate with the Cen-
tre’s e-Sarathi and VAHAN
platforms, enabling officials
to anticipate a stolen vehi-
cle’s movement and coordi-
nate with local police.

The system will monitor
road conditions and flag ac-
cidents, halted traffic and
sudden drops in vehicle
speeds. Alerts will reach the
concerned traffic inspector,
allowing officers to reach
affected locations, take ac-
tion and work to clear con-
gestion. Officials said the

system could also support
quicker diversions and oper-
ational responses.

The project will be operat-
ed through an integrated
Traffic Control and Com-
mand Centre and imple-
mented in three phases. It
will include 1,092 adaptive
traffic control systems and
1,029 enforcement locations,
with over 2,500 cameras
planned initially. Each phase
will begin after testing, com-
missioning, acceptance and
performance assessment of
the previous stage.

Delhi records around 95 to
100 vehicle thefts daily,

while about 35,000 to
40,000 motor vehicle
theft cases are registered an-
nually. Police recorded
around 35,014 such cases in
2025. The traffic unit cur-
rently has about 5,000
personnel against a sanc-
tioned strength of 6,500. Of-
ficials said rising vehicle
numbers and reliance on
fixed-time signals and man-
ual intervention have in-
creased congestion, while
the ITMS is intended to
make traffic management
more responsive to actual
road conditions across busy
roads more effectively.




CITYSHILIGHTS

MANGALURU

SUNDAY » OCTOBER 4, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Rapeaccused
injuredin Odisha
police firing

CHNEWS, BHUBANESWAR
According to preliminary in-
vestigation, the accused had
allegedly A man accused of
raping a 26-year-old wom-
anwas injured in police firing
near Chandaka on Saturday
while allegedly resisting ar-
rest. Police intercepted the
accused, who was travelling
on a motorcycle, following a
tip-off. Bhubaneswar DCP
Saravana Vivek M said the
man allegedly attacked po-
lice personnel with a sharp
object during the arrest at-
tempt. Police then opened
fire, injuring him in the right
leg. He was subsequently
shifted to Capital Hospital
for treatment. raped the wo
man at gunpoint while weari
ng a mask at her rented flat
on Wednesday night.

Pakistan
protests towards
Punjab border Killings

CHNEWS, NEW DELHI
Pakistan on Saturday sum-
moned India’s Chargé d’Affair
es and lodged a strong prote
st over the killing of two Paki-
stani men near the Internatio
nal Border in Punjab’s Bedian
Sector on October 2. Pakistan
alleged that BSF personnel us
ed “unprovoked lethal force ag
ainst unarmed civilians” and
rejected the description of the
deceased as “infiltrators”. It de-
manded an “immediate, trans-
parent and credible” pro be. In-
dian officia s said the 2 men
were suspected intruders who
continued movi ng towards In-
dian territory despite warnings.

" Mumbai Police files FIR over CJP protest

Mumbai Police have filed an FIR agalnst CJP organisers and 400-500 unidentified supporters over a protest at Shivaji Park.

CH NEWS, MUMBAI

Mumbai Police have registered
an FIR at Shivaji Park Police
Station against organisers of
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) protest and 400 to 500
unidentified supporters and ag-
itators following Friday’s gath-
ering against the Election Com-
mission and alleged irregulari-
ties in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise.

The case has been filed un-
der Sections 189 and 223 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, read
with Sections 37(1)(3) and 135

of the Maharashtra Police Act.
The protest was organised by
CJP activists and other civil so-

ciety groups at Shivaji Park.
Police action followed the
gathering, while a complaint

“No ideology, no political
campaign and no individ
valis above the Constitu
tion. No one is above the law,”

- Siddhi Deolekar, advocate and
Shivaji Park resident

had earlier been submitted by
advocate and resident Siddhi
Deolekar.

Deolekar alleged that CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke, chief
spokesperson Saurav Das, na-
tional spokesperson Ashutosh
Ranka and legal affairs head
Ratna Singh proceeded with
the protest despite permission

being denied. She cited restric-
tions arising from a Bombay
High Court judgment dated
January 4, 2013, and a subse-
quent Maharashtra government
order.

In her complaint, Deolekar
said the gathering challenged
restrictions applicable to Shiva-
ji Park and criticised organisers
for proceeding despite the de-
nial. “No ideology, no political
campaign and no individual is
above the Constitution. No one
is above the law,” she said. The
complaint also alleged that a
large crowd had gathered de-

spite restrictions.

The CJP protest was held
against the Election Commis-
sion and alleged irregularities
in the SIR exercise. The FIR
names the organisers and in-
cludes 400 to 500 unknown
supporters and agitators. Police
said the case followed the pro-
test, while the complaint raised
concerns over permission and
crowds. The case now concerns
alleged violations under the cit-
ed legal provisions, while the
political group’s protest centred
on its objections to the elector-
al revision process

Sathyabama criticises Stalin
remarks before Dharapuram bypoll

DHARAMAPURAM

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
candidate V Sathyabama has
criticised remarks attributed to
former Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin, calling them
“highly inappropriate and un-
dignified” ahead of the Octo-
ber 6 Dharapuram bypoll.
TVK has approached the
Election Commission of India,
seeking action against Stalin
for allegedly violating the
Model Code of Conduct
through remarks the party de-
scribed as body-shaming.
Sathyabama said political lead-
ers should maintain dignity in
public discourse and expressed
distress over the comments.
Speaking to ANI, Sathya-
bama said women’s safety and
dignity should be protected
and questioned the impact of
such remarks on women. She

also criticised statements made
by some cadres on social me-
dia, saying they had added to
concerns surrounding the is-
sue. She said a complaint
should be filed and that the
matter required a response.
The remarks were made by
Stalin during a campaign meet-
ing in Dharapuram on Friday,
where he was supporting DMK
candidate S Suganya. Reports
said Stalin referred to Sathya-
bama as “Petti Bama” and
“Palti Bama” while question-

ing her move from the AIAD-
MK to the TVK. TVK leaders
alleged that the comments
amounted to body-shaming.

Sathyabama also said that
political movements claiming
to support women’s safety
should consider how women
would feel about such remarks.
She argued that leaders influ-
ence the conduct of their cad-
res and called for greater re-
straint and dignity in commu-
nication. She said the issue had
caused distress and those re-
sponsible would have to ex-
plain. The by-election followed
the resignation of AIADMK
MLA P Sathyabama, who later
joined the TVK and is contest-
ing on its ticket. The DMK has
fielded S Suganya, while the
AIADMK has nominated K
Bhanumathi. Polling for the
bypoll is scheduled for Octo-
ber 6.

TVK Joins INDIA Bloc Meeting in Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Congress Com-
mittee (TNCC) president Man-
ickam Tagore on Saturday de-
scribed the participation of
actor-politician Vijay’s Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in
an INDIA bloc meeting as a
“historic day”, while saying
the party’s presence would
strengthen the opposition alli-
ance in the state.

The meeting, held at the
TNCC office in Chennai, was
attended by Congress, TVK,
CPI(M), CPI, VCK, MDMK
and IUML representatives.
TVK was represented by party
leaders Aadhav Arjuna and Ma-
ria Wilson. The discussions
centred on the opposition’s
campaign over the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls and its demand for

the resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. Speaking after the
meeting, Tagore said, “Vi-
jay-led TVK has joined the IN-
DIA alliance. It’s a very historic
day for the INDIA alliance.” He
added that the alliance in Tamil
Nadu would be strengthened by
TVK’s participation.

The parties also decided to
intensify protests over the SIR
exercise. Tagore said dis-
trict-level demonstrations
would be held across Tamil
Nadu, followed by a joint pro-
test in Chennai on October 15.
The participating parties are
expected to release details of
leaders who will attend the

demonstrations. MDMK gener-
al secretary Vaiko said the
meeting welcomed TVK’s par-
ticipation and appreciated the
presence of Vijay. He said state-
wide rallies would be held on
October 13, 14 and 15, with the
removal of Gyanesh Kumar
among the demands.

TVK’s participation marks its
first attendance at an INDIA
bloc meeting in Tamil Nadu.
However, reports noted that the
party has previously maintained
a distinct political position and
described its state-level alliance
separately. TVK spokesperson
Felix Gerald said the INDIA
alliance was the larger version
of the state alliance led by the
party. The development comes
amid continuing opposition
criticism of the Election Com-
mission over the SIR process
and electoral-roll issues.

Silchar civic polls record 63%
turnout; counting on October 6

SILCHAR

Polling in the first-ever Sil-
char Municipal Corporation
election ended at 4.30 pm on
Saturday, with officials yet to
compile the final turnout fig-
ure. The election covered 40
of the corporation’s 42
wards, with BJP candidates
elected unopposed in Wards
9 and 20.

Officials said turnout
ranged from 50 per cent in
Ward 22 to 78 per cent in
Ward 1. Voting began slowly
due to morning rain but
picked up later. No untoward

incident was reported from
any of the 42 wards.

A total of 133 candidates
contested the election. The
electorate comprised 1,29,877
men, 1,40,884 women and 11
third-gender voters.

The Silchar Municipal
Board was upgraded to a 42-
ward municipal corporation in
2022 and became operational
in June 2025, after the Barak
Valley city remained without
an elected civic body for six
years.

The ruling BJP-AGP alli-
ance faced contests in most
wards, while independent

candidates were also in the
fray. The BJP fielded candi-
dates in 38 wards and the
AGP in four, while the Con-
gress contested 38 wards.
There were 52 independent
candidates and one CPI(M)
nominee.

Poor roads, inadequate
drainage, waterlogging, errat-
ic power supply and irregular
drinking water availability
emerged as key issues during
the campaign. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
had campaigned for NDA
candidates earlier this
week and promised to im-

GUPTA REMARKS CASE

prove road conditions within
a year.

The election marks the first
civic poll since Silchar was
granted municipal corpora-
tion status. The results are
expected to determine the
composition of the new civic
body.

Centre approves five classical
language centres nationwide

NEW DELHI

The Centre has approved five
Centres of Excellence for clas-
sical languages, covering As-
samese, Bengali, Pali, Marathi
and Prakrit, with Odisha and
Assam chief ministers wel-
coming the decision.

The centres will be estab-
lished at Tezpur University for
Assamese, Visva-Bharati Uni-
versity for Bengali, the Central
University of Odisha for Pali,
the Central University of Guja-
rat for Prakrit and Deccan Col-
lege Post-Graduate and Re-
search Institute in Pune for
Marathi. The Ministry of Edu-
cation has directed the institu-
tions to begin implementation.

Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi welcomed
the approval of the Pali centre,
saying it would strengthen the
state’s contribution to preserv-
ing India’s linguistic and civil-
isational heritage. He congrat-
ulated the Central University
of Odisha and those associated
with the initiative. Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

Centre approves five
language excellence
centres for Assamese,
Bengali, Pali, Marathi
and Prakrit,
strengthening
research, preservation,
digitisation and public
engagement.

also welcomed the Centre of
Excellence for Classical As-
samese at Tezpur University.
He said Assam had been pursu-
ing a dedicated centre after As-
samese received Classical Lan-
guage status. Sarma said the
new centre would support re-
search, digitisation, preserva-
tion and dissemination of lin-
guistic and literary heritage.
The five centres are intended
to advance academic research,
digitisation, preservation and
public engagement for classi-
cal languages. Majhi described
the Pali centre as significant
for studying, preserving and
promoting a language linked to
India’s intellectual, spiritual

and cultural traditions. Sarma
said the Assamese centre
would help carry the lan-
guage’s literary heritage to fu-
ture generations. The approval
follows the Ministry’s move to
strengthen institutional support
for classical languages through
specialised academic centres.
Each institution will focus on
research and preservation
while expanding access to lin-
guistic resources. The directive
was issued directly to the
vice-chancellors, who have
been asked to commence im-
plementation of the approved
centres and promote wider
public engagement with lan-
guages.

Rahul Gandhi launches digital platform to unite protests

NEW DELHI

Congress MP and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
launched “Satyagraha”, a digi-
tal platform aimed at bringing
together information on is-
sue-based protests across the
country.

The platform was launched
a day after Mahatma Gandhi’s
157th birth anniversary, invok-
ing his philosophy of Satyagra-
ha, or peaceful resistance for
truth. Announcing the initia-
tive, Gandhi said protesters
could submit details of their
causes, locate similar move-
ments through an interactive

map and seek support. He said
the platform would help con-
nect people fighting on issues
including education, women’s
rights, price rise and social jus-
tice.

“People across the country
are fighting for their rights and
often fighting alone. Gen Z,
students, farmers, tribals, Dal-
its, women — every struggle
has its own story,” Gandhi said
in a post on X.

He added that the initiative
was intended to bring these voi
ces together. “The voice that
rises alone often gets sup-
pressed. ‘Satyagraha’ is an ini-
tiative to bring these voices
toge ther on a map,” he said.

Gan dhi said participants could
upload their stories and identi-
fy others involved in similar
struggles. He also pledged to
support protesters through par-
liamentary interventions, letters
and participation where re-
quired. “Your story will appear
on the map. You’ll see who else
is fighting like you,” he said,
adding that supporting such
causes was his responsibility as
Leader of the Opposition.

In a video accompanying his
post, Gandhi said protests were
taking place across the country
on a range of issues and that
the platform would consolidate
information about them in one
place.

Odisha announces
211 lakh reward for
Hockey Players

CH NEWS, BHUBANESWAR

TUML backs Satheesan
amid row over consultation

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Saturday an-
nounced Z11 lakh ea ch for
members of the Indian women’s
hockey team following their
Asian Games gold-medal victo-
ry. The sup port staff will re-
ceive 35.5 lakh each, according
to the Chief Minister’s Office.
India defeated defending cham-
pions China 1-0 in Friday’s fi-
nal, ending a 44-year wait for
the women’s Asian Gam es hoc
key gold. The vic tory also secur
ed India’s qua lification for the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

Court seeks report on Rekha Gupta’s official remarks
o

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday
sought a status report from the
Station House Officer of
Kashmere Gate police station
on a complaint against Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta over
remarks allegedly made about
government officials during a
public programme in Septem-
ber 2025.

The order was passed by
ACIM-04, RACC, New Delhi,
Ashwani Panwar, in the case
of Ram Niwas Sharma versus
Smt. Rekha Gupta. The court

4‘ ) 3 ~

directed the SHO to submlt the
report and listed the matter for
October 15, 2026, at 11.30 am
for filing of the report and fur-
ther consideration. The pro-

“Our Delhi government
officials are all like
Hanuman. These Hanumans work
hard when their tails catch fire.
Before that, they forget.”

- Rekha Gupta,
Delhi Chief Minister.

ceedings concern the com-
plaint and do not amount to a
judicial determination of
whether the alleged remarks
violated any law or constituted
an offence under applicable
provisions.

According to the complaint,
the remarks were made on

September 23, 2025, during a
government programme at
Kashmiri Gate ISBT marking
the launch of the Delhi Trans-
port Corporation’s interstate
AC bus service between Delhi
and Baraut in Uttar Pradesh.
Gupta allegedly compared
Delhi government officials
with Lord Hanuman while dis-
cussing their functioning.

The complaint quotes Gupta
as saying, “Our Delhi govern-
ment officials are all like Ha-
numan. These Hanumans
work hard when their tails
catch fire. Before that, they

forget.” It was filed under Sec-
tion 223 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
with an application under Sec-
tion 175(3) seeking directions
in relation to the complaint.

The court has not recorded
any finding on the allegations
at this stage and has only di-
rected police to submit a status
report. The complainant was
represented by advocate San-
jeet Kumar. The next hearing
is scheduled for October 15,
when the police report is ex-
pected to be filed and consid-
ered by the court.

The Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) and several
ministers have backed Kerala
Chief Minister V D Satheesan,
rejecting allegations that he
was taking crucial decisions
without consulting the Con-
gress and the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF).

The disagreement followed
remarks by Congress leader
Prakash, who alleged that Sath-
eesan was not holding consul-
tations with the party and the
UDF before taking important
decisions. The [IUML has op-
posed the allegation, particular-
ly after the recent appointment
of IUML leader M K Muneer
as chairperson of the Adminis-
trative Reforms Commission.

The appointment has
emerged as one of the deci-
sions cited in the political dis-
pute. The IUML is reportedly
unhappy with Prakash’s re-
marks, while party leaders have
maintained that major deci-
sions are taken after discus-
sions with coalition partners.

TUML leader and IT Minister
P K Kunhalikutty defended
Satheesan, saying that deci-
sions were being taken only
after consultations. “All such
decisions were being taken
only after discussions,” Kunha-
likutty said.

Health Minister K Muraleed-
haran also rejected the sugges-

tion that the Congress leader-
ship was being kept out of
government decisions. He
pointed out that Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee president
Sunny Joseph is also a member
of the Cabinet.

“There was no question of the
party remaining unaware of
government decisions,” Mura-
leedharan said.

The issue has also drawn a
response from AICC general
secretary K C Venugopal, who
said it was unfortunate that he
was frequently being dragged
into such political disputes.

“It was unfortunate that I was
often being dragged into such
rows,” Venugopal told reporters.
The disagreement comes amid
discussions within the Con-
gress-led coalition over coordi-
nation between the government,
the party organisation and alli-
ance partners.

Satheesan is yet to respond
publicly to Prakash’s allegation.
The IUML’s defence, however,
indicates that the party does not
accept the claim that important
government decisions are being
taken without consultation with
coalition partners.
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Students from |
deprived suburbs spark
national movement

AUBERVILLIERS
Maisa, a 17-year-old in a
poor Paris suburb who
aspires to be an English
teacher, joined tens of
thousands of other stu-
dents and their support-
ers this week in protests
that spread across France
over dilapidated schools,
classroom overcrowding
and teacher shortages. At
Lycee Le Corbusier school
in Aubervilliers, a suburb
north of Paris in the
Seine-Saint-Denis
department, protesters
said schools in poor
neighborhoods like theirs
faced the worst condi-
tions. “Last year | took the
high school French exam
without a French teacher,
and teachers have a huge
impact,” Maisa said.
“These are not conditions
to studyin.”

2Iranians appearin
UK court over ‘plot’
totarget Jews

LONDON
Two Iranian nationals
appeared in a London
court on Saturday
charged with plotting acts
of terrorism involving the
use of a homemade
bomb to attack the
Jewish community in
northern England at the
behest of a figure
believed to be based in
Iran. Rahman Salehi, 34,
and Salam Ahmadyan,
36, were arrested on
September 20 at the start
of Yom Kippur, the holiest
day in the Jewish calen-
dar, when they are
accused of carrying out
“hostile” surveillance on
potential Jewish targetsin
Manchester, prosecutors
say. These targets
included the Manchester
Jewish Museum and
Heaton Park synagogue,
the scene of a deadly
attack almost a year ago
in which two Jewish wor-
shippers were killed.

Iran executes
detainee over Jan
protests

TEHRAN
I[ran has executed a man
detained during protests
in January for allegedly fir-
ing at police, the judiciary
said on Saturday.
The judiciary said Siavash
Jamshidi Kheirabadi fired
at least three shots at
police on January 8 and
was arrested two days
later with a handgun in
Shahrekord in southwest-
ern Iran. It accused him of
contacting people online
to organise “anti-security”
activities and seeking
payment for a “mission”,
without identifying who
was purported to be
behind it. The protests
erupted on December 28,
2025, over economic
hardship and swelled into
widespread demonstra-
tions calling for the end of
clerical rule in the Islamic
Republic. Iran blamed
armed groups and opera-
tives backed by the US
and Israel for involvement
in the protests and for
some of the violence.
Israeli Heritage Minister
Amichai Eliyahu acknow!-
edged during the protests
that Israel had operatives
inside Iran. He said they
aimed to weaken Iran’s
capabilities, though he
denied they were directly
working to topple the
leadership.

N. Korea tests evasive missile
as border mine tensionsrise

The launch deepened tensions after border mine blasts,
ington stepping up vigilance.

with Seoul, Tokyo and Wash
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SEOUL

North Korea has tested an
intermediate-range strategic
missile in a drill overseen by
leader Kim Jong Un, his
powerful sister Kim Yo Jong
said on Saturday, as tensions
remain high on the Korean
Peninsula.

Kim Yo Jong, a senior offi-
cial in North Korea’s ruling
Workers’ Party, said the mis-
sile was launched toward the
sea off the country’s east
coast. Her statement followed
an announcement by South
Korea’s military that Pyong-
yang had fired a ballistic mis-
sile that travelled more than
700 kilometres toward the
sea.

Kim also criticised South
Korea and Japan over their
assessments of the missile’s

|

Missile tests in a nutshell
— Kim Jong Un oversaw the missile drill

— Missile travelled more than 700 kilometres, according to South Korea

— Kim Yo Jong claimed advanced flight capabilities

— North Korea has conducted more than 10 missile tests this year

— Launch comes amid tensions between Pyongyang and Seoul

Ethiopian forces
retake Tigray airport

ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia’s federal military
has recaptured the main air-
port in Mekelle, the capital of

Ethiopian govt forces
have retaken Mekelle’s
main airport as renewed
fighting in Tigray raises
fears of wider
regional conflict.

the northern Tigray region,
according to three sources,
marking a significant setback
for an opposition alliance
fighting government forces.
The Alula Aba Nega Air-
port was taken back by troops
from the Ethiopian National
Defence Forces, according to
a source familiar with events

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Government forces reportedly
recaptured Mekelle airport

Tigray opposition forces are
reportedly under pressure

Fighting is the worst escalation
since the 2020-2022 civil war

Ethiopia has accused Eritrea,
Sudan and Egypt of supporting
rebels; all three deny

the allegations

in Mekelle and a humanitari-
an source. A resident of the
city also confirmed that gov-
ernment forces had regained
control of the airport and re-
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ported hearing gunfire outside
the city centre.

The resident said some
Tigrayan Defence Force fight-
ers appeared to be abandoning
their positions and returning
home. The source also report-
ed looting at government fa-
cilities in the city. Reuters
could not independently veri-
fy those claims.

A source close to the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front said
Mekelle had been surrounded
by government troops and al-
lied militias. The TPLF, which
leads the opposition alliance,
could not immediately be
reached for comment.

Addis Ababa this week sev-
ered diplomatic ties with Er-
itrea, accusing it of support-
ing the rebel alliance along-
side Sudan and Egypt. All
three countries have denied
the allegations.

Latvians vote in election in shadow
of drone incursions and war

RIGA

Latvians are voting in a parlia-
mentary election on Saturday
that is likely to keep power in
the hands of pro-Ukrainian
Prime Minister Andris Kul-
bergs, although deep political
fragmentation may complicate
the formation of a govern-
ment.

Russia says accusations
that it is planning to attack
NATO are baseless and West-
ern officials say it is not ca-
pable of launching a direct
assault, but security concerns
have weighed heavily in the
election campaign.

Opinion polls put Kul-
bergs’ centrist United List
ahead, with about 14% of
votes, but followed closely
by the overtly pro-Russian
Sovereign Power.

A businessman and amateur
rally driver, Kulbergs, 47,
came to power in May after
the previous coalition crum-
bled over its handling of inci-

dents in which stray military
drones flew undetected into
Latvia. Though the drones
were Ukrainian, officials have
blamed Russia for causing

KULBERG
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them to divert from their flight
paths.

Throughout his campaign,
he has also promised more
anti-drone capabilities for
Latvia and to maintain de-
fence spending at 5% of gross
domestic product, one of the
highest levels in NATO.

But his pro-Kremlin rivals
say Latvia should stop any aid
to Ukraine and should instead
focus more on cost-of-living
issues, particularly among the
country’s Russian-speaking
minority.

flight distance, claiming their
results demonstrated limita-
tions in their tracking capabil-
ities. She said North Korean
missiles could use a wave-like
trajectory that made them dif-
ficult to track from their first
skip points.

She further claimed the mis-
sile had high speed and could
change its flight orbit at low
altitude using artificial intelli-
gence technology. North Ko-
rea did not provide evidence
to support the claims.

The latest launch marks an-
other missile test by Pyong-
yang this year.

The launch came a day af-
ter Kim Yo Jong rejected
Seoul’s demand for an apolo-
gy over mines that South Ko-
rea said had seriously wound-
ed its soldiers in the Demili-
tarized Zone.

US halts consular
services in Brazil
ahead of election

WASHINGTON

Citing security concerns, the
United States suspended con-
sular services, prompting Aus-
tralia to also close its embassy
two days before the country’s
presidential election, fueling
an already uneasy environ-
ment ahead of the high-stakes
vote.

Brazil’s Federal Police said
they had carried out preven-
tive searches in Sao Paulo
and near Brasilia, but had so
far found no evidence of a
threat or identified any sus-
pects linked to criminal orga-
nizations.

The State Department did
not elaborate on the security
issues or link them to Sun-
day’s election, which has been
marked by tensions over al-
leged foreign interference and
strains between Washington
and President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva’s government.

“Consular Services in the
US Embassy and Consulates

in Brazil will be suspended,
October 2 due to security
concerns,” it said in a state-
ment Thursday. “US citizens
seeking emergency assistance

during this time should not
come to the Embassy, the
Consulates, or other US dip-
lomatic facilities.”

Australia’s ambassador to
Brazil, Sophie Davies, said on
social media that the Austra-
lian embassy in Brasilia would
also be closed due to security
concerns, citing the alert is-
sued by the US and advising
Australians to avoid US em-
bassies and consulates in Bra-
zil. The State Department
made the announcement at a
tense moment for US-Brazil
relations.

US judge dismisses DOJ lawsuit

WASHINGTON

A US judge dismissed a law-
suit against pro-Palestinian
organizations and protesters
that President Donald Trump’s
administration brought last
year under a law traditionally
used against people blocking
access to abortion clinics.

US District Judge Katharine
Hayden in New Jersey said
the government’s complaint
did not adequately plead vio-
lations of the statute. She dis-
missed the claims without
prejudice, saying the govern-
ment can file an amended
complaint within 30 days.

In September 2025, the Jus-
tice Department sued pro-Pal-
estinian activists that it ac-
cused of intimidating attend-
ees during a November 2024
protest against an event at a
synagogue in New Jersey.

WHAT IS THE
| FACEACT? |

The Freedom of Access to
| Clinic Entrances Actisa
1994 law that prohibits the
| use of force and physical |
obstruction to interfere with
people at reproductive
| health centers or houses |
I_Of worship.
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The event was billed by or-
ganizers as a spiritual service
and real estate fair. It promot-
ed the sale of property in Is-
raeli settlements in the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank.

The Justice Department has
brought several cases against
protesters who have obstruct-
ed abortion clinics, but the
case appeared to be the first
time the law was used to al-
lege interference with reli-
gious worship, according to
Harmeet Dhillon, the head of
the Justice Department’s Civil
Rights Division.

The Justice Department un-
der Trump has curtailed the
use of the FACE Act in abor-
tion-related cases, alleging
that past criminal prosecu-
tions represented an improper
politicized use of law enforce-
ment. Dhillon said those re-
strictions do not apply to cas-
es related to houses of wor-
ship. Last year, Trump par-
doned several people prose-
cuted under the law.

Saudi weighs
Yemen offensive

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia is preparing op-
tions for a possible military
offensive against Iran-backed
Houthi militants in Yemen,

‘ Riyadh has
concluded it cannot
enter new Yemeni peace
negotiations with the
Houthis while the
militants remainin
control of
Bab el-Mandeb.”

— Western diplomats and
a Gulf official

with plans ranging from a fo-
cused coastal operation to a
broader assault across several
fronts, according to regional
and Western officials cited by
Reuters.

The offensive, expected po-
tentially in the coming weeks,
would be led by Yemeni forc-
es overseen by Riyadh and
supported by Saudi air strikes.
Six people familiar with the
preparations said the United
States is providing intelligence
support to Saudi operations,
while some regional and Eu-

ropean countries are supplying
mainly defensive military as-
sistance. Those allies are not
expected to participate directly
in combat operations.

A central objective would
be to reverse recent Houthi
gains along Yemen’s western
coast, including their reported
seizure of the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait. The strategic waterway
links the Red Sea with the
Gulf of Aden and has become
increasingly important for in-
ternational shipping.

Officials said Riyadh is
considering two main op-
tions. One would focus on
retaking areas around Bab
el-Mandeb, while the other
would involve coordinated
attacks across several gover-
norates, including Al-Bayda,
Marib, Taiz and Al-Jawf.

Saudi Arabia intervened in
Yemen’s civil war in 2015,
leading an Arab coalition sup-
porting the internationally rec-
ognised government. A 2022
truce largely held until this
year, when Houthi missile and
drone attacks on Saudi ship-
ping and oil infrastructure in-
tensified amid the wider Iran
conflict.

Key points
| [s[1]{4]1][s L3 YEMENITROOPS COULD BE MOBILISED

GOVERNORATES IN THE BROADER PLAN

n OPTIONS, ONE TARGETING BAB EL-MANDEB

Ukraine talks expand
into Lukoil deal

MOSCOw

Talks between the Trump ad-
ministration and Russia aimed
at ending the war in Ukraine
have expanded to include a
proposed multibillion-dollar
deal involving Russian energy
giant Lukoil’s international
assets, according to a New
York Times report cited by
Reuters.

The potential transaction
would cover a wide-ranging
portfolio of oil fields, refiner-
ies and gas stations owned by
Lukoil across several coun-
tries. Any agreement would
require approval from both
the US government and the
Kremlin.

The reported investor group
includes US billionaire and
investor Todd Boehly, two
Middle Eastern business
groups that have previously
conducted business with the
families of US negotiators
Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, as well as an arm of
the US government, the New
York Times reported.

The proposal reportedly
emerged during a September

5 meeting at the Kremlin be-
tween Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin, Witkoff and Kush-
ner. According to people fa-
miliar with the meeting cited
by the newspaper, Putin raised
the potential transaction as a
way of demonstrating that
Russians could resume busi-
ness with the United States.

The White House, US Trea-
sury Department and Lukoil
did not respond to Reuters
requests for comment outside
regular business hours.

The development adds an
economic dimension to Wash-
ington’s renewed diplomatic

‘ Economic issues and
potentially large,
mutually beneficial joint
projects for Russia and
America were discussed in
considerable detail.”
— Yuri Ushakov, Russian

Presidential Foreign
Policy Adviser

engagement with Moscow.
Witkoff and Kushner have
been involved in US efforts to
revive negotiations aimed at
ending the war, including
meetings with Putin in Mos-
cow earlier in September. The
talks have also included dis-
cussions about future US-Rus-
sia energy cooperation.

The reported oil proposal
remains conditional and has
not been presented as a com-
pleted transaction.

Trump visa policies weigh on Columbia journalism program

WASHINGTON

The Trump administration’s
changing visa policies caused
a sharp drop in international
applications to Columbia Uni-
versity and contributed to the
university pausing admissions
to one of its journalism pro-
grams, four people familiar
with the matter said.

The journalism school an-
nounced on Thursday it was
pausing admissions to its Mas-
ter of Arts offering to conduct
a “critical evaluation,” without
giving further details about the
reasons.

Jelani Cobb, the journalism
school’s dean, said admis-
sions to its Master of Arts
program would pause for one

year while the school re-
worked a degree created in
2005, when the “journalism
marketplace looked differ-
ent.”

“The dynamics of visas and
all those other kinds of things
were part of the consider-
ation,” Cobb told Reuters.
Additionally, the department
needs time to think through

changes to the program, he
added.

The connection between
the admissions pause and US
visa policies has not been
previously reported, nor has
the length of the admissions
pause.

Last year, the Trump ad-
ministration temporarily halt-
ed new student-visa appoint-

ments, then resumed them
with expanded screening of
applicants’ online activity,
saying the checks were need-
ed to identify potential threats
to US national security.

Columbia was among the
universities targeted by his
administration over pro-Pal-
estinian campus protests in
2024.
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Islamabad turns
‘Containerabad’ amid

political lockdown

NEW DELHI
The Pakistan government
has lined up thousands of
shipping containers and
trucks across Islamabad
for nearly four weeks to
block an upcoming march
on the capital by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), a
new report has said. The
report from Al Jazeera
cited transporters and
businessmen as saying
that the move has dis-
rupted traffic, commerce
and livelihoods. The con-
tainers were deployed
ahead of a PTImarch
originally scheduled to
start on September 27
from Peshawar and later
postponed to October 4,
organisers said.

Dr Priti Adani hails
Odisha’s
sustainability focus

BHUBANESWAR
The Odisha government
on Saturday released the

first-year report of a
three-year research initia-
tive on Olive Ridley tur-
tles, led by the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII), in
partnership with the
Odisha Wildlife
Organisation, Dhamra
Port Co Ltd (DPCL), a
part of Adani Ports, and
the Adani Foundation.

Ganesh Ram Singh
Khuntia, Minister of State
for Forest, Environment

and Climate Change,
released the report which
brought together satellite
telemetry, boat-based
surveys and shoreline
analysis to understand
how Olive Ridley turtles
used Odisha’s coastal
waters and nesting
habitats.

China’srising rol
Pak digital
transformation raises

sovereignty concerns

NEW DELHI
China’s deepening role in
Pakistan’s digital econ-
omy is accelerating mod-
ernisation but creates
concerns about long-term
dependence on Chinese
technology, a new report
has said.

The report from Greece-
based publication
Geopolitico said Chinese
tech firms, particularly
Huawei, have become
increasingly involved in
Pakistan’s telecommuni-
cations, cloud-computing,
smart-city and artifi-
cial-intelligence sectors
which could lead to a
“technological lock-in.
Chinese firms are running
training programmes for
Pakistani students and
professionals in areas
such as Al, cybersecurity
and cloud services, which
could help build human
capital and speed digital
readiness.
However, critics warn that
if engineers, government
agencies and private
companies are trained on
proprietary Chinese sys-
tems, switching to alter-
native systems could be
very costly.

“Once a country’s data-
bases, cloud infrastruc-
ture, telecom equipment
and cybersecurity archi-
tecture are built around
one technological ecosys-
tem, diversification
becomes both expensive
and operationally diffi-
cult,” the report noted.
When technology moves
into critical national infra-
structure, Pakistan may
develop national data-
bases, cybersecurity sys-
tems and digital-govern-
ance platforms in close
cooperation with Chinese
institutions and
companies.

‘MDR on UPI unlikely to trigger fee hikes’

World Bank Group Executive Director Neelkanth Mishra said allowing UPI MDR may not significantly
raise charges, citing intense competition and India’s relative resilience amid global financial risks.

NEW DELHI

Allowing Merchant Discount
Rate (MDR) on Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) transac-
tions is unlikely to result in a
significant increase in charges
because of intense competi-
tion in India’s payments eco-
system, Neelkanth Mishra,
Executive Director at the
World Bank Group, said on
Saturday.

Attending Sth Kautilya
Economic Conclave, Mishra
described MDR as an en-

abling provision and said con-
cerns over widespread fee
increases may be overstated
in a free and competitive
market.

Mishra said financial firms,
banks and payment aggrega-
tors would face competitive
pressures, making it difficult
for them to simultaneously
raise charges. He noted that
several firms had remained
viable even when they were
unable to charge MDR.

He also discussed risks fac-
ing global financial markets,

identifying sharply rising in-
terest rates as the biggest
threat. According to Mishra,
financial markets are closely
linked to the cost of capital,
and higher risk-free rates can
put pressure on asset values.

He said rising yields could
weaken the viability of collat-
eralised loans and leveraged
positions, potentially forcing
borrowers to unwind such
positions.

On India’s exposure to
global financial stress amid
elevated oil prices, higher

Neelkanth Mishra
Executive Director,
World Bank Gropp

bond yields and geopolitical
uncertainty, Mishra acknowl-
edged that the risks remain
significant. However, he said
India is relatively better posi-
tioned than economies carry-

ing substantially higher debt
burdens.

Mishra said financial mar-
kets were already showing
some nervousness and sug-

gested that stability could re-
turn if bond yields decline or
growth-related risks prompt
markets to reassess expecta-
tions.

UPI MDR fee hikes unlikely

— MDR on UPI could be an enabling provision.

— Competition may limit significant increases in payment charges.

— Rising interest rates pose the biggest global market risk.

— Higher yields could pressure asset values and leveraged positions.

- India faces risks but remains relatively better positioned than highly

indebted economies.

FSSAI orders halt to
Nestle dairy product sale

NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) on Saturday directed
immediate action against the

FSSAIl ordered
immediate action after
laboratory testing
found Nestle Low Fat
Dairy Whitener unsafe
and substandard under
food safety regulations.

sale of a Nestle dairy product
after a laboratory analysis
found a sample to be unsafe
and substandard.

The sample of Nestle Low
Fat Dairy Whitener was col-
lected from the premises of
Bharat Hotels Ltd, which op-
erates The Lalit hotel. It was
subsequently tested by a Food
Analyst laboratory.

According to FSSAI, the
laboratory report concluded
that the product failed to com-
ply with provisions of the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006. The sample was
classified as both unsafe and
substandard.

Following the findings, the
food regulator issued a notice
to Bharat Hotels Ltd regard-
ing the non-compliant prod-
uct manufactured by Nestle.
FSSATI also shared a copy of
the laboratory analysis report

with the food business opera-
tor for necessary action.

The action comes amid in-
creased regulatory scrutiny of
food quality and compliance
standards.

R T

Earlier this month, the reg-
ulator suspended the licences
of TCF Chocolates and Gifts
and Shivam Agro after in-
spections reportedly uncov-
ered serious food safety and
hygiene lapses at their facili-
ties.

The inspection of TCF
Chocolates and Gifts fol-
lowed a consumer complaint
concerning food ordered
through an e-commerce plat-
form.

Regulatory action

FSSAI directed the
immediate prohibition of
sale of the identified
product while allowing
Bharat Hotels Ltd to
challenge the laboratory
findings through the
prescribed appeal process.

Nabkisan lists India’s first
WASH social bond on NSE

NEW DELHI

Finance Ministry on Saturday
said that NABKISAN Fi-
nance Limited, a subsidiary of
the National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD), listed In-
dia’s first Social Bond dedi-
cated exclusively to the Wa-
ter, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) sector on the Nation-
al Stock Exchange (NSE).
The Social Bond issue was
oversubscribed 1.8 times, en-
abling NABKISAN to raise
Rs 180 crore. The five-year
bond carries a coupon rate of
8.10 per cent which matures
in September 2031. It has
been assigned the highest do-
mestic credit ratings of
CRISIL AAA (Stable) and
CARE AAA (Stable).
According to the Finance
Ministry, the proceeds will be
deployed to expand access to
safe water, sanitation and hy-
giene solutions across rural
and underserved communi-
ties, contributing to improved

health, livelihoods, and
ity of life.

Dr Shaji Krishnan V, Chair-
man, NABARD, said the suc-
cessful issuance of the WASH
Bond demonstrates the poten-
tial of innovative financing
mechanisms in addressing
critical development priori-
ties.

He highlighted that im-
proved access to water and
sanitation strengthens health,
livelihoods and quality of life
in rural areas, while develop-
ment institutions play an im-
portant role in making such
projects bankable and attract-
ing wider participation from
commercial and capital mar-
kets.

qual-

CBI files chargesheet

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Saturday
said it has filed a chargesheet
against Reliance Communica-
tions Ltd (RCom) and some
senior executives in an LIC
investment fraud case.

The CBI chargesheet was
filed in the case before the
Special Judge for CBI Cases,
Mumbai, against RCom, two
executives of the Reliance
ADA Group — Amitabh Jhun-
jhunwala, Group MD and
Vishwas Joshi, Sr VP, Reli-
ance Capital Limited and P.
Venugopal, the then Chief
Investment Officer, LIC.

According to a CBI state-
ment, the four accused have
been booked for “offences of
criminal conspiracy, cheating
and criminal breach of trust
under the IPC, along with of-
fences under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1988”.

Further investigation is
continuing to ascertain the
role of other accused persons
and to investigate other alle-
gations, it added.

against RCom

In 2012, LIC subscribed to
non-convertible debentures
(NCDs) worth Rs 1,500 crore
issued by Reliance Communi-
cations Ltd on the basis of
serious misrepresentations.

The funds received through
the NCD subscription were,
thereafter, diverted to ADA
group companies, thereby
causing wrongful loss to LIC
and corresponding wrongful
gain to the accused persons
and entities, according to the
CBI.

“It may be recalled that the
CBI had registered the case
on 01.04.2026 on the basis of
a complaint received from the
Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC). The total alleged
loss caused to LIC amounts to
Rs 3,750 crore”, according to
the investigating agency.

India stays confident as
world faces diesel crunch

A B e

NEW DELHI

As the global diesel market
faces the brunt due to the US-
Iran war as well as the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, India has
said it will honour its commit-
ments and continue diesel
shipments even if the US
moves forward with export
bans.

According to Hardeep
Singh Puri, Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas,
years of investment in refin-
ing capacity had left the in-
dustry well placed to sustain
overseas supply.

Speaking at a recently held
PAFI event, the minister said
India “honours its commit-
ments”.

“Within the next year, we
are poised to reach nearly 290
MTPA, with a target of 320
MTPA by 2030-32,” said Puri

ECONOMIC RESILIENGE
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at the event. According to re-
ports, as refining capacity is
declining in several parts of
the world, India is moving in
the opposite direction build-
ing new refineries while si-
multaneously expanding and
modernising existing ones.
“In the US, diesel prices
went up to $6. If you look at a
neighbouring country — just
compare the rates. Look at the
prices in 2014, 2021, and
2026. This isn’t just about po-
litical rhetoric. We have
107,000 retail outlets across
the country; not a single one
ran dry,” said the minister.

Refining capacity
2030-32 target 320

114 Rafale deal likely by
FY27-end: IAF chief

NEW DELHI

Air Chief Marshal A P Singh
said on Saturday that India is
likely to finalise much-await-
ed multirole fighter aircraft

-
(MRFA) deal by the end of
this financial year if plans
materialise in time.

At a press conference ahead
of Air Force Day, Singh said
price negotiations and other
critical issues on the proposed
acquisition — estimated at
about Rs 3.25 lakh crore —
are under way.

India in February cleared
the proposal to procure 114
Rafale fighter jets in the coun-
try’s largest-ever defence ac-
quisition push. The deal was
formulated under a govern-
ment-to-government frame-
work with France, nearly two
decades after the plan was
originally rolled out to boost
the Indian Air Force’s combat
prowess and expand India’s
Rafale fleet.

The agreement once con-
cluded would expand India’s

total Rafale inventory to 176
aircraft, including the 36 Ra-
fales already operated by the
Indian Air Force, along with

India’s Rafale fleet
1§/ INTHE NEW DEAL

WITH THE IAF
RAFALE-M, NAVY

RAFALES IN ALL

26 Rafale-M fighter jets or-
dered by the Indian Navy for
deployment aboard its aircraft
carriers.

The Air Chief Marshal also
floated the possibility of the
force considering the procure-
ment of another platform if
the Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft (AMCA) pro-
gramme faces delays.

Responding to a question
on the depleting strength of
fighter squadrons, Air Chief
Marshal Singh said the Indian
Air Force (IAF) requires at
least 36 to 40 aircraft annual-
ly in the next few years.

India needs to further ramp
up its air power, which re-
mains crucial in the context of
overall military strength.

The Chief of Air Staff un-
derlined that India must pro-
duce a fighter jet engine in the
country.

Sebi to soon issue framework
on Closing Auction Session

NEW DELHI

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) Chair-
man Tuhin Kanta Pandey on
Saturday said the regulator is
examining concerns around
the settlement price frame-
work for derivatives on expiry
days.

Speaking at the Commodity
and Capital Market Partici-
pants Association of India’s
(CPAI) 12th International
Convention here, Pandey said
India requires markets that
can efficiently mobilise capi-
tal, manage risk and inspire
trust among investors.

Following the introduction
of the Closing Auction Ses-
sion (CAS) mechanism, the
market regulator is reviewing
issues related to determining
derivatives settlement prices
on expiry days.

The CAS framework was
introduced to improve end-
of-day price discovery by
matching buy and sell orders
at a single equilibrium price
rather than relying solely on
volume-weighted average

x

prices.

SEBI chairman said the
regulator wants deeper and
more liquid cash markets,
stronger securities borrowing
and lending mechanisms and
more efficient hedging and
arbitrage opportunities to en-
hance price discovery and
strengthen the interaction be-
tween cash and derivatives
segments.

Highlighting measures to
broaden participation, he not-
ed that foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) have been giv-
en access to non-agricultural
commodity derivatives, a
move expected to improve li-
quidity and price discovery
while retaining safeguards for
the physical market.

India navigates global turbulence: FM
20276

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday said
India had successfully navi-
gated a period of global eco-
nomic uncertainty, including
risks arising from the West
Asia crisis, while maintaining
its economic fundamentals.

Addressing the special ple-
nary on “Resilience in an Age
of Flux: India’s Economic
Priorities” at the 5th Kautilya
Economic Conclave, Sithara-
man said India had emerged
from the period with its fun-
damentals intact and strength-
ened.

She highlighted the broader
challenges facing the global
economy, noting that global
public debt had risen to nearly
94 per cent of GDP in 2025
and was projected to reach
100 per cent by 2029.

Sitharaman distinguished
between price and quantity

‘ ‘ India has come
through this period
remarkably well with its

fundamentals intact and
strengthened.”

—Nirmala Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister
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shocks, saying the latter
could test macroeconomic
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systems, delivery mecha-
nisms and the capacity of

governments to respond ef-
fectively.

She cited India’s recent
economic indicators, includ-
ing real GDP growth of 7.8
per cent in the first quarter of
FY2026-27, CPI inflation of
around 4.8 per cent in August
2026 and a current account
deficit of 0.5 per cent of GDP
in the first quarter.

The Finance Minister also
outlined measures undertaken
since 2014 to strengthen
household resilience, produc-
tive capacity and participation
in economic growth. She
pointed to the Jan Dhan-Aad-
haar-Mobile framework and

Direct Benefit Transfer for
improving delivery of govern-
ment assistance.

Schemes including PM
Awas Yojana, Swachh Bharat,
Ujjwala, Ayushman Bharat
and food-security measures
were cited as efforts address-
ing household vulnerabilities.

Sitharaman also highlighted
PM MUDRA, which she said
had sanctioned more than 52
crore collateral-free loans,
along with PM SVANidhi and
banking-sector reforms in-
volving recapitalisation,
stressed-asset resolution and
stronger governance frame-
works.
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When public grievances become
instruments of party rivalry, democracy
suffers. But treating every protest as a
conspiracy can be equally damaging.

A protest begins with a grievance. A salary remains
unpaid, an examination appears unfair, a community
fears displacement, or a government introduces a policy
that people believe threatens their future. Citizens gather
because individual complaints have failed to produce
answers. Their numbers give visibility to a problem that
might otherwise remain buried in files, official correspon-
dence and unanswered applications.

Then the political machinery arrives.

Party representatives offer support. Television cameras
search for confrontation. Social media accounts circulate
dramatic footage. Spokespersons exchange accusations. - >
Before long, the original grievance competes with a larger & e i A & R
battle over who can claim moral authority, embarrass an \

W
opponent or influence the next election. ey & ?} ,/" 421
This possibility lies behind an increasingly familiar “\\@{\ Q’-&&‘ / {7/ // 7
question: are protests becoming a dirty political agenda? .‘\ &.;i}\ - i

/ G144 .
The concern deserves serious examination. Public anger . ' 3 ¢$¢& /J / v, /j}’x
can be manipulated, - 3 : ARAYNS 4117 &
and people who enter a
movement seeking

justice can find them-
selves serving ambi-

THE POLITICS OF EXPLOITATION

They become ethically compromised when deception, intimidation,
concealed interests or partisan advantage displace the people and prob-

THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION

Protests are political whenever they challenge decisions about power,
rights, resources or representation.

A RESPONSIBLE
ANSWER MUST
DISTINGUISH

tions they never
endorsed. Yet the
guestion also contains a
dangerous assumption:
that political involve-
ment automatically
makes a protest
dishonest.

Aresponsible answer
must distinguish
between the politics of
democratic participa-
tion and the politics of
exploitation.

The distinction
matters because both
manipulation and the
suppression of dissent
weaken democracy.

A country cannot
function well if every
disagreement becomes
an indefinite confronta-
tion. It cannot remain
democratic if every
confrontation is
dismissed as a plot.

India’s public life
makes this tension
particularly visible.
Demonstrations can
bring neglected
concerns into national
discussion, but they can
also become theatres of
competitive outrage.
The same political
organisation may
defend street mobilisa-
tion in opposition and
condemn it in govern-
ment. Citizens watching
these reversals under-
standably wonder
whether principles
matter less than
positions.

However, public
frustration should lead
to closer scrutiny rather
than blanket condem-
nation. A movement’s
legitimacy cannot be
established simply by
counting its supporters,
nor destroyed simply by
identifying politicians
among them. The
relevant questions are
more demanding:

What s the
grievance?

What evidence
supportsit?
Who controls
the movement?

How does it
behave?

What outcome
does it seek?

he difference can be
observed in who
gets heard.

When affected people ex-
plain their difficulties, ques-
tion proposed solutions and
help decide negotiating posi-
tions, political support may
strengthen their representa-
tion. When they become
background figures while par-
ty leaders dominate the mi-
crophone, their participation
risks becoming symbolic.

The stage grows larger,
but the citizen’s voice
becomes smaller:

Consider a hypothetical dis-
pute involving delayed pay-
ments to workers. The work-
ers may want a payment
schedule, an independent au-
dit and safeguards against fu-
ture delays. A political organ-
isation may instead prefer an
expanding confrontation that
damages the government’s
reputation. Both groups can
share the same platform while

pursuing different destina-
tions.

A settlement that satisfies
the workers may disappoint
those who benefit from con-
tinued unrest.

This is one of the clearest
warning signs of political cap-
ture: the movement’s leader-
ship becomes more invested
in sustaining confrontation
than in obtaining a defensible
remedy. Demands repeatedly
change, negotiations are re-
jected without explanation, or
practical concessions are
treated as betrayal because
they reduce the movement’s
political usefulness.

lems that brought them into existence.

THE PROBLEM BEGINS WHEN  T'HE ACCUSATION OF MANIPULATION CAN
SUPPORT BECOMES CONTROL

ITSELF BECOME A POLITICAL INSTRUMENT

government facing
criticism may find it
easier to question

protesters’ motives than to
answer their demands. Alle-
gations of outside influence,
hidden financing or organised
destabilisation can redirect
public attention from an un-
comfortable policy dispute.
Such allegations sometimes
warrant investigation. They
should never be accepted
merely because they are

forcefully repeated.

A vague suggestion that un-
named forces are operating
behind a protest is different. It
invites the public to treat sus-
picion as proof.

The distinction protects

both democracy and credible
law enforcement. When ev-
ery critic is described in the
language of conspiracy, gen-
uine wrongdoing becomes
harder to identify. Serious
accusations lose their mean-
ing through overuse.
Citizens should therefore

scrutinise the people de-
nouncing a movement as
carefully as those leading it.
Both sides may have incen-
tives to simplify a complicat-
ed dispute into a convenient
story. The farmers’ agitation
over the three agricultural
laws demonstrates why this
care is necessary. On Novem-
ber 19, 2021, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
the government’s decision to
withdraw the laws. In its ac-
count of his address, the Press
Information Bureau recorded
the government’s position
that the measures were in-
tended to benefit farmers,
alongside the Prime Minis-
ter’s acknowledgement that it
had been unable to persuade
some farmers despite its ef-
forts. That official account
establishes the announcement
and the government’s expla-
nation. It does not settle every
dispute over the laws, the pro-
test leadership or the political
calculations surrounding the
decision.

PUBLIC ORDER PRESENTS ANOTHER DIFFICULT BOUNDARY VIOLENCE IS A SEPARATE
AND SERIOUS CONCERN

Protests seek attention, and
attention often involves some
disruption. A march may slow
traffic. A gathering may re-
quire police deployment. A
strike may interrupt normal

activity. If demonstrations
were permitted only when no-
body noticed them, their dem-
ocratic purpose would be se-
verely limited.
Nevertheless, disruption

occupied indefinitely.

proportionality.

What the law says

H Supreme Court, 2020: Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police
recognised the freedoms of expression and peaceful assembly,
subject to restrictions, and held that public ways could not be

® UN Human Rights Committee: General Comment No. 37: peaceful
assemblies can disrupt movement or economic activity without
losing protection; restrictions must meet legality, necessity and

THE MEDIA CAN EITHER SUPPORT THAT DISCIPLINE OR UNDERMINE IT

A protest produces vivid
material: crowds, slogans,
barricades and emotionally
charged interviews. Policy
documents, payment records
and administrative corre-
spondence are less visually
dramatic. A newsroom under
pressure to hold attention
may therefore devote more
time to confrontation than to
the grievance behind it.

Useful reporting should
establish what happened be-
fore the demonstration be-
gan. Were complaints sub-
mitted? What response fol-
lowed? Which claims are
supported by documents?
What do officials dispute?
What would each proposed
solution change?

Social media creates a
similar challenge for
citizens

A short clip may record
something real while omit-
ting the circumstances that
explain it. A photograph may
be genuine but attached to
the wrong place or date. A
translated slogan may mis-
represent what was spoken. A
large collection of supportive
posts may reflect enthusiastic
volunteers, organised cam-

paigning, or some combina-
tion of both.

Political supporters can ex-
ploit the speed of online cir-

Theresult is a debate rich
in accusation and poorin
explanation.

culation. A dramatic allega-
tion reaches people quickly;
a careful correction may ar-
rive after opinions have hard-
ened. Protesters can circulate
misleading material, and op-
ponents can circulate mis-
leading material about pro-
testers.

Neither side gains an ex-

emption from accuracy.

has consequences for people
who may have no influence
over the disputed decision.

A commuter can lose work-
ing hours. A small business
can lose customers. Public
sympathy may weaken when
a movement appears indiffer-
ent to these burdens.

That distinction should
guide public debate. A legiti-
mate cause does not automat-
ically justify every tactic, and
an objectionable tactic does
not automatically invalidate
every concern raised by par-
ticipants.

Assault, arson, threats and
deliberate destruction can en-
danger lives and undermine a
movement’s moral authority.
Organisers who encourage
such conduct should not be
shielded by the popularity of
their cause. Political leaders

should not excuse an offence
because the alleged perpetra-
tor belongs to their preferred
camp.

At the same time, responsi-
bility should be established
individually and carefully. A
violent incident requires in-
vestigation into who acted,
what occurred and whether
others directed or enabled the
conduct. It should not become
an automatic verdict against
every person present at a large
gathering.

THE STRONGEST TEST

A protest becomes a dirty
political agenda when peo-
ple’s suffering is treated as
raw material for somebody
else’s advancement, when
facts are sacrificed to mobili-
sation, when violence be-
comes a tactic, or when reso-
lution is obstructed because
continued anger serves an
outside interest.

THE BOTTOM LINE

The strongest test is what
happens to the original griev-
ance. Does it receive a fair
hearing? Do participants gain
a meaningful say? Are facts
clarified and remedies pur-
sued? Or does the issue disap-
pear beneath personalities,
threats and calculations about
electoral advantage?

Democracy needs citizens

who can assemble, institu-
tions that can listen, and lead-
ers willing to be questioned.

When protesters become
expendable and their griev-
ance becomes a prop, politics
has corrupted the movement.
When the allegation of cor-
ruption becomes a substitute
for listening, politics has cor-
rupted the response.

The answer is to strengthen accountability around protest while
protecting the ability to protest.

— Political parties should support causes without secretly overriding their participants.
— Organisers should remain answerable to the people they represent.
— Governments should investigate specific wrongdoing while addressing substantive complaints.
— Citizens should resist the temptation to decide legitimacy according to their preferred party.
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Pranavi and Kumkum created Asian Games history with landmark gold medals

in golf and archery, earning praise from PM Modi fortheirachievements.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated Pranavi
Sharath Urs and Kumkum
Anil Mohod after the two In-
dian athletes created history
by winning gold medals in
women’s individual golf and
recurve archery, respectively,
at the 2026 Asian Games.

Pranavi became the first In-
dian to win the women’s indi-
vidual golf gold medal at the
Asian Games after producing
an impressive performance at
the Kasugai Country Club
East Course. She finished
with a 15-under 265 total
across four rounds to secure
the historic title.

Entering the final round
with a three-stroke advantage,
Pranavi faced an early setback
after a triple bogey on the
third hole. She responded
strongly with birdies on the
sixth, 10th and 13th holes and
completed the final round at
even-par 70.

Modi described her triumph
as a moment that would be
remembered in Indian sport-
ing history and expressed
hope that her achievement
would encourage more

youngsters to take up golf.

Kumkum, meanwhile, be-
came the first Indian woman
to win an individual recurve
archery gold medal at the
Asian Games.

The teenager defeated
South Korea’s Yejin Oh in a
dramatic final. With the con-
test tied 5-5 after five sets, the
title was decided through a
one-arrow shoot-off. Oh reg-
istered an eight before Kum-
kum responded with a 10 to
clinch gold.

The victory also earned In-

place for the Los
Angeles 2028 Olym-
pic Games. Modi
praised Kumkum’s
composure during the de-
cisive shoot-off and
wished her success in fu-
ture competi-
4 tions.
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Aman Sehrawat stuns reigning world
champion to win 57kg Wresthng gold

NAGOGYA

India's Aman Sehrawat added
another feather to his growing
medal cabinet as he clinched
a gold medal in the men's
57kg wrestling final at the
Asian Games 2026, stunning
the reigning world champion
Han Chong-song 11-7.

Aman registered a strong
win in what was a roll-
er-coaster final at the Nagoya
City Inae Sports Center
against the North Korean
grappler and has become the
first Indian to clinch the gold
medal in the men's 57kg free-
style division.

The Indian grappler was
6-1 up in the second half of
the bout, but the world cham-
pion made a comeback with
three two-pointers to lead 7-6.
With time running out, Aman
then picked up four points
with a takedown and then
from a roll.
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The North Korean chal-
lenged for the points but was
unsuccessful as he lost a point
to make Aman lead 11-7. The
Indian grappler fended off the
last 30 seconds to clinch the
gold.

Earlier, Sujeet Kalkal had
won a gold in men's freestyle
65kg. This is now the first
time since 1978 that India
have won two gold medals in
the men's freestyle category.

Aman is already an Olym-
pic medallist, having won a
bronze in the Paris Games. He

also won a bronze in the 2023
Hangzhou Games and has
now upgraded his medal.

Aman came into the final
on the back of a comeback
victory in the semifinal. The
Indian began the day with a
20-9 technical superiority win
over Japan's Yamato Ogawa
before beating Kazakhstan's
Nurdanat Aitanov 12-1 in the
quarterfinals.

In the semifinal against Ta-
jikistan's Aiaal Belolyubskii,
Aman trailed 2-6 after the
opening period but turned the
contest around spectacularly,
scoring 12 points in the sec-
ond period while conceding
only two to win 14-8.

Earlier, Sujeet ended India's
wait for a wrestling gold at
the Asian Games 2026 with a
stunning comeback victory in
the men's freestyle 65kg cate-
gory, overcoming Tajikistan's
Abdulmazhid Kudiyev 10-9
in a dramatic final.

Nagoya and
Japan have
written a proud
new chapterin
|| cricket’s history.
< - Jay Shah (ICC
Chairman)

Asian Games Crlcket Medallsts
 Men’s Gold: India « Men’s Silver: Pakistan = Men’s Bronze: Sri Lanka

» Women’s Gold: India, after defeatlng Sr| Lanka in the final

S W

NEW DELHI

India’s men’s T20 cricket
team secured back-to-back
Asian Games gold medals af-
ter defeating Pakistan by 19
runs in a thrilling final at the
Karogi Sports Park in Nisshin
on Saturday.

Batting first, India posted a
formidable 211/6, with
Abhishek Sharma and Tilak
Varma producing explosive
half-centuries. Abhishek set
the tone with a breathtaking
61 off just 28 deliveries, reg-
istering the fastest fifty by an
Indian against Pakistan in
T20Is. Tilak then continued
the assault, remaining unbeat-
en on 51 off 22 balls.

Washington Sundar, Axar

Patel and Shivam Dube also
contributed to India’s all-
round effort as the team main-
tained its momentum through
the innings and set Pakistan a
challenging target.

Pakistan responded strong-
ly, led by Hasan Nawaz, who
produced a magnificent 96
from 51 balls to keep his side
in contention. However, In-
dia’s spinners and all-round-
ers maintained their compo-
sure during a tense final
phase.

Dube eventually dismissed
Nawaz with the final delivery
of Pakistan’s innings, bring-
ing the chase to an end at
192/6. The result triggered
celebrations among the Indian
players as they secured anoth-

er Asian Games gold medal.

International Cricket Coun-
cil chairman Jay Shah con-
gratulated India and praised
the organisers, participating
nations and fans for contribut-
ing to the tournament.

India finished with the gold
medal, while Pakistan took
silver and Sri Lanka secured
bronze.

The achievement also com-
pleted a golden Asian Games
campaign for Indian cricket.
Earlier, the Indian women’s
team had won gold after de-
feating Sri Lanka in the final.

The men’s triumph there-
fore gave India consecutive
gold medals in the Asian
Games men’s T20 cricket
competition.

Fujinami’s 155-winrun
ends as North Korea’s Son
shocks Olympic champion

NAGOYA

Akari Fujinami’s extraordinary
unbeaten run came to an
abrupt end at the Asian Games
2026 on Saturday when North
Korea’s world silver medallist
Il Sim Son pinned the Japa-
nese Olympic champion in the
women’s 57kg semifinal.

Fujinami, who had not lost
an international bout since
2017 and had accumulated 155
consecutive victories, was un-
able to reproduce the come-
back that had rescued her in
the earlier rounds. Son instead
controlled the contest from the
opening exchange before end-
ing it by fall at 3:52.

The defeat was particularly
unexpected given Fujinami’s
record since moving up from
53kg to 57kg at the end of last
year. The Paris Olympic cham-
pion had continued to domi-
nate the competition after the
move and arrived in Nagoya as
one of Japan’s strongest
gold-medal contenders. Son im-
mediately disrupted that script.
She opened the semifinal with
a takedown and followed it
with two rolls to establish a 6-0
advantage by the break. Fujin-
ami had already shown earlier
in the competition that she
could recover from a sizeable
deficit, overturning a 0-6 disad-
vantage to beat her opening
opponent 15-4.

Deepak Punia
overcame a
4 narrow semifinal
defeat to defeat
Mongolia’s Gankhuyag
Ganbaatar and secure
bronze in Nagoya.

9
NAGOYA

India’s Deepak Punia secured
the bronze medal in the men’s
freestyle 97kg category at the
2026 Asian Games after de-
feating Mongolia’s Gankhu-
yag Ganbaatar 2-1 in a close-
ly contested medal bout in
Nagoya on Saturday.

Punia, who won silver in
the 86kg category at the 2023
Asian Games, added another
medal to his collection after a

disciplined performance in
a low-scoring contest. He
established a 2-0 advantage in
the opening period and then
defended his lead effectively
after Ganbaatar reduced the
deficit by one point.

The Indian wrestler had be-
gun his campaign with a com-
manding victory over China’s
Zhou Junpeng before advanc-
ing to the semifinals after
Hong Kong’s Li Wui Fung
Vincent failed to appear for
their quarterfinal bout. In the
semifinal, Punia fought Uz-
bekistan’s Sherzod Poyonov
in a tight contest but narrowly
lost 8-9.

Punia recovered from that
disappointment to finish on
the podium, securing India’s
medal in the 97kg freestyle
division.

His bronze also adds to a
significant day for Indian
men’s freestyle wrestling at
the Games. Earlier, Aman Seh-
rawat won gold in the 57kg

Deepak Punia
Secures
Wrestling Bronze

Deepak Punia’s Asian
Games record
- 2023: Silver, men’s 86kg
- 2026: Bronze, men’s 97kg

.2026 opening bout: 12-2 win over
China’s Zhou Junpeng

. 2026 semifinal: Narrow 8-9 loss
to Uzbekistan’s Sherzod Poyonov

- 2026 bronze bout: 2-1win over
Mongolia’s Gankhuyag Ganbaatar

category, becoming the first
Indian to win an Asian Games
gold in that division. Sujeet
Kalkal also captured gold in
the 65kg category after a dra-
matic comeback victory.

Aman’s triumph, alongside
Sujeet’s gold and Punia’s
bronze, marked a strong
showing for India’s freestyle
wrestlers in Nagoya. Punia’s
latest medal further extends
his Asian Games record after
his silver-winning campaign
in 2023.

India draw a
blank in
tackwondo to
end campaign

TOYOHASHI

India’s wait for another Asian
Games tackwondo medal will
stretch on after the country’s
three-woman contingent re-
turned empty-handed from
Aichi-Nagoya 2026, with the
competition concluding at the
Toyohashi Gymnasium in Ja-
pan on Saturday.

Kashish Malik, Jyoti Yadav
and Rupa Bayor were India’s
representatives across four
medal events, but none could
progress far enough to chal-
lenge for a podium finish. In-
dia’s last Asian Games tae-
kwondo medal remains Suren-
dra Bhandari’s bronze from
Busan in 2002. Kashish pro-
vided India’s deepest run of
the Games, reaching the quar-
terfinals of the mixed individ-
ual virtual tackwondo event,
which made its Asian Games
debut at Aichi-Nagoya.

She began with a 2-0 victory
over Hong Kong China’s Siu
Wai Lam, winning the two
rounds 800-500 and 400-0. Her
campaign ended in the quarter-
finals against Kazakhstan’s
Rita Bakisheva, who eventual-
ly claimed bronze. Kashish
won the opening round 320-0
after Bakisheva took a 320-0
lead in the first round, but the
Kazakh responded by taking
the next two rounds 460-0 and
340-0 to seal a 2-1 victory.

The Indian had earlier also
featured in the women’s -57kg
competition, where she faced
one of the strongest names in
the draw. Paris 2024 Olympic
champion Kim Yu-jin of the
Republic of Korea defeated

Kashish 2-0 (18-3, 17-2).
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Verstappen Claims
Malaysian Grand Prix Pole

KAULA LUMPUR

Max Verstappen returned to the
top of the Formula 1 qualifying
order in emphatic fashion, se-
curing his first pole position of
the 2026 season for the Malay-
sian Grand Prix at the Sepang
International Circuit.

The Red Bull driver domi-
nated the early stages of quali-
fying, topping both Q1 and Q2
before saving his decisive ef-
fort for the final lap. Verstap-
pen posted a time of 1:35.130
to take pole, finishing 0.298
seconds ahead of Lewis Ham-
ilton, who produced his stron-
gest lap of the weekend to se-
cure second place.

Isack Hadjar appeared on
course for a front-row start af-
ter an impressive qualifying
session, but a five-place grid
penalty dropped him to eighth

for the race. Mercedes’ Kimi
Antonelli qualified fourth,

ahead of Ferrari’s Charles Le-
clerc.

McLaren’s Lando Norris and
Oscar Piastri qualified sixth
and seventh respectively, while
Mercedes’ George Russell took
eighth. Pierre Gasly and Gabri-
el Bortoleto completed the top
10.

The qualifying battle re-
mained open after three differ-
ent teams topped the three
practice sessions. Verstappen
led FP1, Leclerc topped FP2
and Antonelli was fastest in
FP3.

Verstappen then asserted
himself in Q2, becoming the
first driver to break into the
1:36 range with a 1:35.696 lap
before improving further in
Q3.

Antonelli recovered from

s .8

India’s Asian Games gold shows
white-ball cricket strength,
says BCCI secretary Saikia

NISSHIN

BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia
hailed India’s men’s cricket
team after their thrilling 19-
run win over Pakistan in the
Asian Games final, saying the
victory highlighted the coun-
try’s strength in white-ball
cricket.

“It felt very good. A very
delightful victory against Pa-
kistan. It is always sweetest
when we win the match
against Pakistan, especially in
all international tournaments.
In the Asian Games, another
gold came. So, I think India is
a superpower in white-ball
cricket nowadays,” Saikia
told TANS.

India secured consecutive
gold medals at the Asian
Games in the men's cricket
event after giving a high-qual-
ity performance and beating
Pakistan at Korogi Sports
Park on Saturday.

After winning the toss, cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer chose to bat
first and India scored a formi-
dable 211 for 6, thanks to
Abhishek Sharma's outstand-
ing 61 off 28 balls and Tilak

Varma's unbeaten 51 off 22.

Although India had lost
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi (15)
and Sanju Samson (4) early
on, Abhishek stepped in
during the Powerplay and hit
seven sixes and three fours to
reach his fifty in just 20 balls,
which is the fastest fifty ever
scored by an Indian player
against Pakistan in T20 inter-
nationals.

He finally scored 61 at a
strike rate of 217.85, but Ti-
lak and Shivam Dube made
sure that India performed well
at the end.

They put on 62 runs for the
sixth wicket, Tilak finishing
the innings without being out
on 51 and Dube scoring 27
from 15. The score came
about with 18 runs scored in
Sufyan Moqim's over and 23
in Saim Ayub's, before Dube
was bowled off the very first
ball of the last over.

Even though the target was
very high, Pakistan were nev-
er eliminated, mainly due to
Hasan Nawaz, who scored 96
off 51 balls in a splen-

. did counterat-
tack.

having his first Q2 lap de-
leted for ex-
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Further
down the
order, Liam
Lawson qualified 11th
but will start from the
back because of a pow-
er-unit change. Fernando
Alonso, Carlos Sainz and
Lance Stroll followed,
while Nico Hulkenberg
narrowly missed Q2. Alex
Albon qualified 20th.
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Parineeti Chopra takesona

fearless reporting role

ctress Parineeti
Chopra is preparing
for a new role in
the upcoming in-
vestigative thriller Reporting
Live, where she plays a re-
porter who refuses to stop
searching for the truth.

The film, inspired by true
events, follows a reporter and
her cameraman, played by
Parineeti Chopra and Deven
Bhojani. Their investigation
into illegal sand mining takes
them into a dangerous world
involving powerful people,
crime and survival.

Talking about her character,
Parineeti said she was quickly
attracted to the role because of
its curiosity and fearless nature.
She described the character as
someone who keeps looking
for answers and does not stop
until she finds the truth.

“This is my second inning
with Netflix this year, in the
thriller genre, but with a new

avatar,” Parineeti said. She also
said that working with the en-
semble made the experience
more special. The trailer shows
how illegal sand mining has
become a major business,
where asking difficult ques-
tions can bring serious danger.
After a fatal incident, the re-
porter and cameraman begin
investigating. As they move
deeper into the case, every an-
swer creates another question
and every new lead brings an-
other threat.The film also stars
Amol Palekar, Adil Hussain
and Shekhar Suman.

Directed and co-written by
Dhruv Tripathi, with Mihir
Jadhav, the film is produced
by Partha Kiran Thakur and
Joshua Shirsath. Reporting
Live will premiere on Netflix
on October 9.

Parineeti was last seen in
Shaque: Trust No One, which
premiered on Netflix on Sep-
tember 24.
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Dhanush and Mammootty
unite for November release

underbar
Films has
announced
the release
date of OM Chapter
One, bringing together
Dhanush and Mam-
mootty for a pan-Indian
action drama. Directed

by Rajkumar Periasamy, e

the film will release
worldwide in theatres on
November 20, 2026.
The makers shared the |
date through a poster
showing Dhanush and
Mammootty in intense
looks, holding weapons

against a dark urban g

background. The poster *
carries the title Chapter
1: The Blood Wood,
while details about the
story remain under
wraps.

OM Chapter One also
stars Sai Pallavi, Sreeleela
and Naseeruddin Shah in
important roles. The combi-
nation of actors from Tamil,
Malayalam and Hindi cine-
ma has created curiosity

v SHRADDHA AGRAWAL

around the project.

The film is being present-
ed as an action-driven story,
with its promotional mate-
rial suggesting a dangerous
and intense world.

Rajkumar Periasamy,
who previously directed

Amaran, is returning
with a prOJect that ap-
pears to explore a larger
cinematic scale.

The film is produced
by Shraddha Agrawal,
Dhanush and Azmat
Jagmag. Sai Abhyank-
kar has composed the
music, while RTake Stu-
dios and Wunderbar
Films are backing the
project.

The November release
places OM Chapter One
among the major theat-
rical releases planned
for the end of 2026. Its
multilingual cast and ac-
tion-focused campaign
are expected to give it a
wide theatrical reach
across different markets.

For fans of Dhanush
and Mammootty, the release
date now sets a clear count-
down. OM Chapter One
will reach theatres world-
wide on November 20,
2026, with the makers
promising a large-scale ac-
tion experience.

SHAH RUKH KHAN PRAISES PILOT
FOR SHOWING COURAGE

ctor Shah Rukh Khan
has praised Captain
Smit Machchhar for
his actions during a
Flydubai flight incident, saying
the pilot showed courage by
putting the safety of passengers

before his own.

Captain Machchhar was pi- ¢ =
loting Flydubai flight

FZ1073, a Boeing 737
MAX 8 travelling from
Dubai to Tel Aviv with 174
people on board, including
27 children. On September
30, while the aircraft was fly-

ing over Saudi Arabia, Mach-
chhar was attacked and stabbed
by his co-pilot inside the cock-

pit.

Despite his injuries, Machch-

har managed to open the
cockpit door, allowing
passengers and crew
members to inter-

vene and overpower the attack-
er. Two other pilots travelling
on the flight then helped take
control of the aircraft. The plane
was diverted and landed safely
at Tabuk airport in Saudi Ara-

bia.

chhar

Shah Rukh
praised Mach-
for and Ravi Kishan, also praised
standing

strong

tions a
true
dis-  tal bed and recalled opening the

play of courage and duty and
wished him a speedy recovery.
Salman Khan also praised the
pilot a day earlier, saying that
people salute his actions. Other
Bollywood celebrities, including
Karan Johar, Vicky Kaushal,
Ranveer Singh, Paresh Rawal, R
Madhavan, Vijay Deverakonda

Machchhar.
Karan Johar said the captain

during the  put the lives of others before his
incidentand  own while fighting for his life.
protecting  Vicky called him a braveheart,
those on  while Ranveer described him as
board. He  courageous.Machchhar was tak-
called his ac-  en to hospital after the incident.

He later spoke to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from his hospi-

cockpit door despite his injuries.
The incident has drawn wide-

spread attention to the pilot’s

actions during the flight.

Sai Pallavi faces two major
releases this November

ctress Sai Pallavi is
set for a busy No-
vember, with two
highly anticipated
films scheduled to reach the-
atres within the same month.

Sai Pallavi will play God-
dess Sita in Ramayana: Part
1, which stars Ranbir Kapoor
as Lord Rama and is directed
by Nitesh Tiwari. The film is
scheduled to release on No-
vember 6, during the Diwali
festival.

Her casting as Sita has al-
ready faced criticism from
some sections of social me-
dia, particularly in North In-
dia. Some public figures and
social media users have ques-
tioned her suitability for the
role. The film will give audi-
ences their first look at her
portrayal of the iconic charac-
ter.Adding to the month, her
Tamil film Om, starring Dha-
nush, has been rescheduled
for November 20 after initial-
ly being planned for Octo-
ber. Sai Pallavi plays one

of the female leads 4

i

alongside Sreeleela in
the film. f

Om is also posi- &
tioned as a major re- 5
lease and marks Sai
Pallavi’s return to
Tamil cinema after a
considerable gap. The
film’s November re-
lease means the ac-
tress will appear in
two major projects
within a fortnight.

The back-to-back re-
leases are expected to

bring Sai Pallavi before audi-
ences across different mar-
kets. Both films also feature
established actors and have
attracted attention ahead of
their theatrical arrivals.

November will therefore
see Sai Pallavi in two differ-
ent roles, with Ramayana:
Part 1 arriving first on No-
vember 6, followed by Om on
November 20.With both films
scheduled for release in the
same month, November will
mark an important period in
Sai Pallavi’s career as audi-
ences prepare to see her in
two contrasting projects.

i

Imanvi waits for
Fauji before
choosing next film

manvi, who is making her acting

debut with Prabhas-starrer Fauji,

has reportedly decided to wait

for the film’s release before
choosing her next project.

The shooting of Fauji has faced
delays, with reports suggesting that
the film still needs around four more
months of filming.

The delay is also said to have af-
fected its release plans. The film was
earlier scheduled to arrive on De-
cember 3, but producer Ravi Shankar
recently confirmed that it will now
release only in 2027.

Imanvi is making her acting debut
opposite Prabhas in the film. Direc-
tor Hanu Raghavapudi introduced
her as the female lead, giving the so-
cial media influencer a major oppor-
tunity in her first acting project.

According to reports, Imanvi had
hoped that an early release of Fauji
would help her receive more offers
from the Telugu film industry. How-
ever, the continued production has
now pushed those plans further.

Interestingly, Imanvi is reportedly
choosing to wait until Fauji reaches
theatres before signing another film.
She is said to have received offers
from other filmmakers, but has de-
cided to take her time and see how
her debut project turns out.

The decision means that her next
move in Telugu cinema will come
only after Fauji is released. For now,
the actress is focusing on her debut
film, which continues to remain in
production and is expected to reach

audiences in 2027.

With the release date delayed,
Imanvi’s next project will also
have to wait until Fauji com-
pletes its journey to theatres.

Sienna Miller remembers her
enlightening India visit

ctor Sienna Miller
has recalled her
2007 visit to India,
describing the ex-
perience as enlightening and
sharing her admiration for the
country and its people.

Miller visited India nearly
20 years ago as an ambassa-
dor for Global Cool, a cli-
mate change advocacy group.
Her week-long trip focused
on raising awareness about
climate change and support-
ing efforts to bring changes
to environmental laws.

During the visit, Miller
travelled to several places,
including Mumbai’s Dharavi.
She also met Bollywood stars
such as Salman Khan and
Amitabh Bachchan, who sup-
ported her campaign.

“I think India is the most
incredible country,” Miller
said while recalling her trip.
She added that she worked
with several Bollywood stars,
including Amitabh Bachchan,
and described the experience
as a really enlightening trip.

The actor also spoke
warmly about the people she
met during her time in India.
She said the country has
changed greatly since her vis-
it and praised its fast-growing
economy and important place
in the world.

Miller said India has a
huge film industry and re-
mains an incredible place.
She added that she loved see-
ing the country, loved the
people she met and would
like to spend more time there.

Miller, 44, is currently star-
ring in the HBO legal drama
War. She plays a Hollywood
star going through a very
public divorce, while Domi-
nic West plays her estranged
husband, a technology bil-
lionaire.

Created by George Kay,
War also features Phoebe
Fox, James McArdle, Pip
Torrens, Nina Sosanya, Ar-
chie Renaux and Nick Mo-
hammed. The series pre-
miered on HBO and HBO
Max on October 1 and is

streaming in India
on JioHotstar.
Miller’s mem-
ories show that
her India
visit lefta 7
lasting /74
i m - ¢
pres-
sion.

Jr NTR vows legal action
over morphed video

ctor Jr NTR
has strongly
condemned an
Al-generated
morphed video of the
song Chuttamalle, fea-
turing him and Janhvi
Kapoor from Devara:
Part 1. The manipulated
video has been circulat-
ing widely on X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

Jr NTR said the use
of artificial intelligence
to create such content
was shameful and disre-
spectful. He warned the
people who created and
shared the video that he
would take legal action
against them.

He also urged people
not to watch, share or
engage with the con-
tent. The actor said
such misuse of Al could
affect anyone and
called on state govern-
ments and the Govern-
ment of India to intro-
duce strict rules against
the misuse of the tech-
nology.

The song Chuttamalle
was released in 2024
and was composed by
Anirudh Ravichander. It
was also released in dif-
ferent languages, in-

cluding Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada and Malay-
alam. Shilpa Rao pro-
vided the vocals, while
Bosco Martis choreo-
graphed the song.

The 3-minute-44-sec-
ond song features Jan-
hvi in traditional cloth-
ing and Jr NTR in con-
temporary attire. The
two actors are shown
together on a beach,
with Janhvi’s character
Thangam expressing
her love for Jr NTR’s
character.

Devara: Part 1
marked Janhvi and Saif
Ali Khan’s debut in
Telugu cinema. Janhvi
had ecarlier said that
working in Telugu
made her feel closer to
her late mother, actor
Sridevi.

She also said she felt
honoured to work with
Jr NTR and Ram Cha-
ran, whose families
shared a long connec-
tion with her mother.

Jr NTR’s warning has
highlighted growing
concerns over the mis-
use of Al and the need
for stronger action
against harmful manip-
ulated content online.

Fast and Furious
spinoff series gets
2028 premiere

he Fast & Furious
franchise is heading
to television, with
Peacock giving the
green light to a new scripted
spinoff series. The show is
expected to premiere in 2028
and will expand the $7.3 bil-
lion franchise beyond films.

Vin Diesel, who announced
that a scripted series was in
development earlier this year,
will serve as an executive
producer. Sam Vincent, Neal
H. Moritz, Pavun Shetty, Jeff
Kirschenbaum and Chris Mor-
gan are also executive produc-
ers.Mike Daniels and Wolfe
Coleman will serve as
co-showrunners, pilot writers
and executive producers.

The television series is ex-
pected to premiere around the
same time as Fast Forever, the
upcoming 11th and final main-
line film in the franchise. The
movie is scheduled to reach
theatres on March 17, 2028.
Diesel previously said fans had
wanted the franchise to expand
its legacy characters and sto-
ries into television. He said the
move became possible when
Donna Langley began oversee-

B

ing the project, adding that the
characters, international appeal
and famlly element would be
protected on television.

The franchise has previously
appeared on television through
Netflix's animated series Fast
& Furious Spy Racers, which
ran for six seasons between
2019 and 2021.

Diesel also revealed that
filming for Fast Forever is ex-
pected to begin in December.
He said the script took four
years of development and
four sets of writers before
reaching a version he felt was
worthy of the finale.The Fast
& Furious franchise has
earned $7.3 billion world-
wide, making it one of Uni-
versal's major film franchises.
With the television series now
moving forward, the franchise
is set to enter a new chapter in
2028.

City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Immaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and printed at Vihaan Media #85/J,

Industrial suburb 2nd stage, Yeshwantpur Extension,Bangalore-560022, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at S. J. R. V. Printers, No. 208 Plot No.

B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad — 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008. (RNI
No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.




