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Meitei-Kukirule inrestive Manipur

Y Khemchand Singh, a two-time BJP MLA belonging to Meitei community, sworn in as CM after one
year of President rule while Nemcha Kipgen, a Kuki, took oath as the first women DyCM of state.

GUWAHATI

Yumnam Khemchand Singh,
a two-time MLA belonging to
Meitei community, took oath
as new Chief Minister of Ma-
nipur on Wednesday evening,
hours after nearly a year-long
President's Rule was revoked
in the strife-torn state.
Nemcha Kipgen, a woman
Kuki BJP MLA, took oath on-
line from Manipur Bhawan,
New Delhi as Deputy CM
while Naga People’s Front
legislator Losii Dikho took
oath as another Deputy CM.
Konthoujam Govindas
Singh, a veteran Meitei MLA
and Khuraijam Loken Singh,
another Meitei legislator, took
oath as two other ministers.
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla administered the oath
of office and secrecy at Lok
Bhawan at Imphal at a brief

ceremony that began at 6 pm.

Earlier, Khemchand met
Bhalla and staked the claim
to form the government.

Govindas, an eight-time
MLA, is likely to be the
home minister. Kipgen is the
first women DyCM and also
the first from the Kuki com-
munity.

Khemchand (62), a black

| REVOCATION OF PREZ RULE CLEARED |
DECKS FOR NEW GOVT FORMATION

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued a notification earlier
in the day announcing that President Droupadi Murmu has revoked
the President’s Rule in Manipur with immediate effect. According to a
proclamation published in the Gazette of India (Extraordinary), President
Murmu revoked the earlier order imposed under Article 356(2) of the
Constitution. The original proclamation had been issued on February 13,
2025, it said, adding that the latest notification, signed by the President
on Wednesday (February 4, 2026), formally ends President’s Rule in the
state. “In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of Article 356
of the Constitution, |, Droupadi Murmu, President of India, hereby revoke
the Proclamation issued by me under the said article on the 13th day of
February, 2025, in relation to the State of Manipur, with effect from the
4th day of February, 2026,” the proclamation read.

The revocation cleared the decks for the formation of a new government
led by the BJP. The state’s BJP legislators, who met in New Delhi on Tues-
day, elected Singh as the BJP legislature party leader.

Leadership change follows N Biren
Singh’s resignation amid ethnic violence

Restive Manipur has been witnessing ethnic violence since May
3, 2023, after a tribal solidarity march was taken out in the hill
districts, in protest against the majority Meitei community’s de-
mand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status. Since then, at least 260
people, including members of both the Kuki and Meitei com-
munities as well as security personnel, have been killed in the
the Meitei-Kuki conflict, while 60,000 others become home-
less. The President's Rule was promulgated on February 13 last
year, days after N Biren Singh resigned as the chief minister.

belt in tackwondo, took oath
as the CM a day after he was
elected as the leader of legis-
lature party of BJP in Mani-
pur, in New Delhi.

BJP National General
Secretary, Tarun Chugh, the
party's Northeast Co-ordi-
nator, Sambit Patra, beside
others attended the swear-
ing-in-ceremony.

‘Peace and development will serve
as guiding principles of new govt’

Hours before taking oath, Khemchand posted
on social media,".... am confident that, with the
formation of the new Council of Ministers, peace
and development will serve as the guiding princi-

ples of the new government. The political jour-
ney towards the vision of #ViksitBharatViksit and
Viksit Manipur is not without challenges, but our
priorities will remain firmly aligned with achiev-

ing these ambitious goals. | extend my sincere
gratitude to all for the trust, responsibility, and
honour bestowed upon me." Notably, the BJP leg-
islature party of Manipur had on Tuesday elected Y
Khemchand Singh as its leader at a meeting held
at the party headquarters in New Delhi.

The meeting was attended by 35 of the 37 BJP
MLASs, besides the party’s central observer Tarun
Chugh, its northeast in-charge Sambit Patra, and
BJP state president A Sharda Devi, among others.

Singh: RSS veteran, former speaker, Taeckwondo black belt

m Two-time BJP legislator Yumnam Khemchand Singh, who was sworn in as the Ma-
nipur CM, is a long-time RSS functionary and an organisation-focused leader who
has held key constitutional and ministerial positions in the state.

m Apart from politics, he has had a long association with Taekwondo. A black belt
holder, he is a former vice-president of the Taekwondo Federation of India and has
been involved in the promotion of the sport in the Northeast.

m Though Singh has been in politics for decades, the 62-year-old leader made his
debut in the Assembly in 2017 from Singjamei constituency in Imphal West district.

m Singh was elected Speaker of the Assembly, a position he held during the first Biren
Singh-led BJP government in the state.

m In 2022, he was inducted into the second Biren Singh ministry as a Cabinet Minister
and held key portfolios, including municipal administration, housing and urban devel-
opment (MAHUD), rural development and panchayati raj, and education departments.

m He served in the Cabinet till February 2025, when President’s rule was imposed in the state,
days after N Biren Singh resigned as the chief minister amid criticisms of his government’s
handling of the ethnic violence between Meiteis and Kukis, which broke out in May 2023.

m Khemchand Singh first contested in the 2012 Assembly polls on an All India Trinamool
Congress ticket, but lost to a Congress candidate. He formally joined the BJP in 2013.

m Born at Singjamei Yumnam Leikai, he completed his High School Leaving Certificate
in 1978 from Ram Lal Paul High School in Imphal. He is married and has a son.
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Justice crying”: Mamata
rips into EC in SC

NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day told the Supreme Court
that she has written several
times to the Election Commis-
sion on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) and remarked,
“justice is crying behind the
door". Banerjee appeared
in-person before the apex
court during the hearing of her
plea against the SIR exercise
in West Bengal.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M Pancholi was hearing
a batch of petitions, including
those filed by Banerjee, Mo-
stari Banu and TMC MPs Der-
ek O’Brien and Dola Sen,
challenging the SIR of elector-
al rolls in her state.

Calling the Election Commis-
sion as “WhatsApp Commis-
sion", she alleged that the poll
body was not allowing govern-
ment documents for SIR.

“SIR process is only for de-
letion. Mismatch not only in
title, sir...unplanned. . .suppose
daughter after marriage goes to
in-laws house...why she is us-
ing husband’s title. . .that is also
a mismatch," the CM said.

She said that SIR is being
held in West Bengal, not As-
sam, where elections are due
later this year, while appealing
to the CJI to “save democracy"

SCissues nbtice toEC

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued notice in
the plea filed by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee challenging the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in
the State. The Bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchiand V M
Pancholi told the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
to take care while sending
notices to voters on the
basis of name mismatch-
es. The court will hear the
matter next on Monday,
February 9.

and protect “people’s rights".

“They targeted only Bengal,
which is on the cusp of an
election," she told the bench.

As Banerjee continued to
put forth her arguments, the
ClJI asked her to argue through
her lawyer.

Meanwhile, the poll body
told the Supreme Court that
the West Bengal government
was not cooperating with the
SIR process.

‘Next 20-25 years will be era of India’

MUMBALI: BlackRock's CEO, Larry Fink, has forecasted an
economic renaissance for India over the next two decades, de-
scribing it as the 'Era of India." Speaking alongside billionaire
Mukesh Ambani, Fink outlined a vision where India is set to
achieve consistent growth rates between 8-10% annually. He
emphasized that long-term domestic investment will be pivotal
in propelling India's economy, minimizing the need for foreign
capital reliance. He noted that the fundamental strength of any
nation begins with a solid domestic economy supported by robust

retirement savings.

Praising the Indian government's initiatives, particularly the
digitised rupee's impact on commerce, Fink expressed concern
over other nations, including the US, falling behind. He urged an
investment mindset focused on long-term gains, aligning with the
trajectory of India's economic growth.

LS tumult: Women MPs surround PM's seat

NEW DELHI

The ruckus in the Lok Sabha
that led to the cancellation of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's reply to the Vote of Thanks
following the President's ad-
dress, had started early on
Wednesday.

The Opposition has been on
the warpath since Rahul Gandhi
was not allowed to quote from
the unpublished memoirs of for-
mer Army chief MM Naravane.

There were several adjourn-
ments and as soon as the House
proceedings started at 5 pm --
shortly before PM Modi was

expected to speak -- some
women MPs from the Opposi-
tion, including Varsha Gaikwad
and Jyotimani, blocked the
chairs of seats of the ruling party,
including the seat of PM Modi.
They held a large banner that
read, "Do what is right". Their
protest was over the suspension
of eight Opposition MPs.
Sandhya Rai, who was fill-

ing in for the Speaker, then ad-
journed the proceedings. The
women MPs ended their block-
ade only after several ministers
urged them to leave.

The BJP's Manoj Tiwari later
claimed the women MPs meant
to attack PM Modi. "Whatever
happened was extremely scary.
It only shows the level of the
Congress's desperation. The
women MPs were stationed
around the Prime Minister's
seat in a pre-planned manner. It
was only through Kiren Rijiju's
quick thinking that the situa-
tion could be brought under
control," he told reporters.

'"Traitor' vs 'Sadak ka gunda’
Rahul-Bittu lock horns outside Parllament

NEW DELHI

A sharp exchange of words between Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi and Minister of
State for Railways Ravneet Singh Bittu esca-
lated into a political controversy on Wednes-
day, prompting BJP-led Sikh groups to protest
outside the Congress office in the city.

The confrontation took place near Parlia-
ment’s “Makar Dwar”, where Congress MPs
were protesting the suspension of eight Oppo-
sition MPs from the Lok Sabha the previous
day. As Bittu was walking past the protesting
MPs, Gandhi remarked, “Here is a traitor”—
referring to Bittu’s switch from the Congress
to the BJP ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls—adding, “Look at the face.” Extending
his hand for a handshake, Gandhi said, “Hello
brother, my traitor friend. Don’t worry, you
will come back (to the Congress).”

To this, Bittu responded by calling Gandhi
“Desh ka dushman”. Speaking to the media
later, Bittu said. “They behaved like a ‘sadak
ka gunda’ (street thug). He (Rahul Gandhi)
did the same thing even inside the House;
the Speaker sent them out.”

Centre ‘attempting to

silence’ Rahul Gandhi: CM

Bengaluru: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Wednesday accused the central gov-
ernment of "attempting to silence" the
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, saying it strikes at the heart
of India’s democracy. He was referring to
Rahul Gandhi being disallowed from quot-
ing an article that cited an unpublished
memoir of former Army chief M M Nara-
vane on the 2020 India-China conflict in
the Lok Sabha.

2 Jaish terrorists
killed in Jammu
encounter

JAMMU

Two Jaish-e-Mohammad ter-
rorists, who were spotted in
Jammu and Kashmir's Ud-
hampur on Tuesday, have
been killed in an encounter by
the Indian Army.

In a precision strike, security
forces blasted a cave hideout
in Udhampur's Basantgarh
area, killing two JeM terror-
ists, including their top com-
mander, Maavi, from Pakistan.

The operation codenamed
'Kiya' was launched on Febru-
ary 3 after a specific intel in-
put from the Jammu and
Kashmir Police about the
presence of Jaish terrorists in
that area.

Sniffer dogs with cameras
mounted on them were
pressed into service to detect
the terrorists' presence, with
intermittent firing continuing
through the night.

Korean game addiction drives 3 girls to death

GHAZIABAD

A chilling picture has emerged in
the tragic deaths of three minor
sisters who plunged from the
ninth floor of their apartment
building in Ghaziabad in the ear-
ly hours of Wednesday, with in-
vestigators linking the incident to
an extreme obsession with Kore-
an culture and an alleged task-
based online “Korean love
game”.

The sisters — Pakhi (12),
Prachi (14) and Vishika (16)
— jumped around 2.15 am af-
ter leaving behind a handwrit-
ten note that read simply:
“Sorry, Papa.”

Police said the girls quietly
left their bedroom in the dead of
night, went to the balcony area,
bolted the door from inside and
climbed out of a window one after
the other, according to Indian me-
dia reports. Their screams and the
sound of bodies hitting the ground
jolted their parents, neighbours
and security guards awake at the
Bharat City housing complex.

Govt docs ﬂag drug cr

BENGALURU

A health emergency seems to
be looming in the state as
government hospitals are fac-
ing an acute shortage of med-
icines, according to the Kar-
nataka Government Medical
Officers’ Association. The
association has issued a me-
dia statement claiming that
medicines are not being sup-
plied to government hospitals

‘“J l l
|

on time.

The shortage is severe, with
essential medicines like IV
fluids, antibiotics and other

unch in state hospitals

WHAT IS ‘KOREAN LOVE GAME’?

Sources close to the Ghaziabad investigation said the ‘game’ begins
with an unknown person initiating a conversation with a child on social
media or through certain mobile apps. This person claims to be a Ko-
rean or, at the very least, a foreign national, and talks about friendship
and love. After this, after a measure of trust has been established, the
children are assigned tasks, starting with simple challenges like getting
up in the middle of the night. Over time these become more difficult
and demanding, and the ‘game master’ threatens the children if they
don’t follow orders. The ‘challenges’ run for 50 consecutive days,
source said. The 50th ‘challenge’ is reportedly to commit suicide.

By the time their parents
broke open the balcony door, it
was too late. “When we reached
the spot, we confirmed that three
girls, daughters of Chetan Ku-
mar, had died after jumping from
the building,” said Assistant
Commissioner of Police Atul

Kumar Singh.

Investigators recovered a
handwritten suicide note along
with an eight-page diary that de-
tailed the sisters’ mobile phone
use and their intense fascination
with everything Korean, including
online games, movies and music.

emergency drugs in short
supply. This is making it
challenging for patients to
receive proper treatment. De-
spite repeated requests and
meetings with health offi-
cials, the situation hasn’t im-
proved, the association said.
The association has ex-
pressed frustration, saying
that the health department’s
flaws are exacerbating the
problem. Many health insti-

tutions lack funds, despite
government allocations for
medicine procurement. The
issue has been brought to the
attention of health ministers,
but no serious action has
been taken, the association
claimed.

The association has urged the
health authorities to address
the medicine shortage and
resolve the issues plating the
healthcare system.
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Saudamini Rao
Katpadi Delivers Solo
Dance Performance

Udupi
As part of the auspicious
Shri Shirur Paryaya fes-
tivities, a graceful solo
dance performance (ek
vyakti nritya) by Sau-
damini Rao Katpadi took
place at Rajangana in
Udupi recently.
The artiste received ex-
cellent musical support
throughout the recital.
Acharya Smt. Indira Kad-
ambi provided nattu-
vangam, while Vidwesh
Vishvesh Swaminathan
handled vocal accompa-
niment. Vidwesh Vidyas-
hankar N. played mri-
dangam, and Vidwesh
Vivek V. Krishna contrib-
uted on the flute, creat-
ing a harmonious and
traditional backdrop for
the dancer’s expressive
presentation.

83-Year-Old Woman
Robbed of Gold Chain
During Morning Walk

Udupi
A brazen chain-snatch-
ing incident occurred on
Tuesday morning in the
Small Kumbri area of
Trasi village, leaving an
elderly woman trauma-
tised and out of pocket
by an estimated %2 lakh.
The victim, identified as
Seetha (83), had
stepped out for her usu-
al morning walk along
the Don Bosco School
road. While she was
walking peacefully, an
unidentified man ap-
proached her from be-
hind, threatened her life
to silence any resist-
ance, and violently
pulled the gold chain
from around her neck
before fleeing the scene.
Local residents and
family members were
alerted soon after the
incident. Police have
registered a formal case
based on the complaint
lodged by the victim
and have begun investi-
gations to identify and
apprehend the assail-
ant. Authorities are re-
viewing any available
CCTV footage or eye-
witness accounts from
the vicinity to aid the
probe.

Serious Injuries
in Bike-Car Collision
onNH-66

Udupi
A serious road accident
occurred on the after-
noon of February 2 on
National Highway 66 at
Katapadi, where a car
collided with a motorcy-
cle near the forest gate
divider in Enagudde vil-
lage. The motorcyclist,
identified as Sheikh Na-
zir Ahmad, suffered
grave injuries to his face
and forehead as a result
of the impact. The colli-
sion took place when
the bike, approaching
the divider, was hit by a
car coming from the
Udupi side. The car driv-
er, Kareem Abdul Khad-
er, promptly stopped
and provided first aid to
the injured rider. He then
transported Sheikh Na-
zir Ahmad in his own ve-
hicle to a private hospi-
tal in Udupi for urgent
medical attention. A
case has been regis-
tered at Kapu police
station in connection
with the incident. Police
have launched an inves-
tigation to determine
the exact sequence of
events, examine con-
tributing factors such as
speed or lane discipline,
and take appropriate le-
gal action.

Village Accountant Attempts Suicide
Over Alleged Tahsildar Harassment

A desperate suicide note from Village Accountant Abhishek accusing Bhadravati
Tahsildar Parasappa Kurubar of relentless mental pressure has spread rapidly online.

SHIVAMOGGA

A Village Accountant (VA)
serving in Agaradahalli vil-
lage of the taluk has reported-
ly attempted suicide, driven to
despair by what he described
as continuous mental harass-
ment and undue pressure from
the Bhadravati Tahsildar.

A handwritten letter at-
tributed to him, expressing his
intent to end his life, has now
gone viral on social media
and caused significant stir
within the local revenue ad-
ministration.

The letter was penned by

Abhishek, the VA for Agara-
dahalli. In it, he directly
names Tahsildar Parasappa
Kurubar as the source of his
torment. Abhishek alleged
that the Tahsildar had person-
ally taken charge of process-
ing the pauti accounts for sur-
vey numbers 56, 49, and 50 in
the village and was repeatedly
exerting intense mental pres-
sure on him to expedite the
work.

He highlighted his 21 years
of unblemished, honest ser-
vice as a Village Accountant
and explained his personal
circumstances: he is the sole
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breadwinner for his family
and bears the responsibility of
caring for his ailing mother.
Despite having made these
facts known to the Tahsildar,
Abhishek claimed the official
continued to subject him to
persistent harassment. The let-
ter poignantly concludes that
the unrelenting mental torture
had become unbearable, lead-
ing him to decide on suicide.
The letter was shared pub-
licly on Facebook by a
Bhadravati resident and
spread like wildfire across so-
cial platforms within hours.
The incident has now cap-

tured the attention of district
administration officials.
Following the letter’s viral
circulation and the public out-
cry it generated, information
has emerged that the Tahsildar
and the Village Accountant
have since reached a mutual
understanding and reconciled.
Nevertheless, the fact that a
government official openly
wrote and circulated a suicide
note has triggered intense de-
bate in public circles about
workplace stress, accountabil-
ity in revenue offices, and the
need for better mental health
support for field-level staff.

Arikady Toll Plaza on NH-66 Finally
Scrapped After Public Outcry

KASARAGOD

The much-opposed Arikady
toll plaza on National High-
way 66 has been cancelled,
bringing relief to daily com-
muters and residents who had
long protested against its col-
lection of fees. The decision
marks the culmination of sus-
tained public agitation and
political intervention.

On Tuesday evening, sepa-
rate victory celebrations were
organised in Kumble—one by
the Toll Opposition Action
Committee and another led by
BJP functionaries—to mark
the toll's withdrawal. Union
Minister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari
reportedly personally directed
the National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI) to
scrap the toll and has signed
the necessary written order.

An official notification con-
firming the cancellation has
been issued on February 4.
BJP Kasaragod district presi-
dent M.L. Ashwini stated that
the minister had informed the
Kerala state BJP president
about the development over
the phone.

The move is expected to be
viewed as a historic win for
the local people. The agitation
against the toll yielded results
in a relatively short time.
While the BJP district com-
mittee did not directly partic-
ipate in street protests, it con-
tinuously pressed the Union
Minister and NHAI chairper-
son through memoranda and
representations to revoke the
toll collection. Ashwini re-
leased relevant documents
during Tuesday’s event to
highlight these efforts.

An official communique
from the Central Government
on February 4 stated, “Minis-
ter of State for Road Trans-
port and Highways & Corpo-
rate Affairs Shri Harsh Mal-
hotra addressed a press con-
ference at New Delhi today
to formally announce the
decision and outline the Gov-

o .

Minister of State for Road Transport
and Highways & Corporate Affairs,
Harsh Malhotra

ernment’s rationale of priori-
tising public welfare while
pursuing rapid infrastructure
development across the
country. He emphasised that
the Government remains sen-
sitive to the concerns of citi-
zens and is fully committed
to resolving issues that create
unnecessary hardship for the
public. He reiterated that in-
frastructure growth must al-
ways go hand in hand with
Ease of Living.”

The press release further
stated, “The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways had
received representations from
the State unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Kerala, regard-
ing the issues arising from the
temporary toll plaza at Ari-
kady. Following the receipt of
these representations, and un-
der the guidance of Minister
of Road Transport and High-
ways Shri Nitin Gadkari, the
Ministry conducted a compre-
hensive review examining
multiple aspects of the toll
plaza issue.”

“Based on this review, the
Ministry concluded that the
challenges faced by the local
population warranted imme-
diate corrective action. Ac-
cordingly, it was decided that
the operation and fee collec-
tion at the temporary toll pla-
za near Arikady should be
stopped forthwith.”

“Announcing the decision,
Shri Harsh Malhotra stated
that governance must remain
grounded in empathy and ac-
countability, and clarified
that the decision was firmly
rooted in addressing the gen-

Long-standing protests
against the Kumble
Arikkadi toll booth have
succeeded, with Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari
issuing written orders for
its cancellation,
prompting victory
celebrations by both the
Toll Opposition
Committee and BJP
leaders on Tuesday
evening.

uine difficulties experienced
by local residents,” the re-
lease said.

The toll plaza began oper-
ations after a brief postpone-
ment and was re-launched on
January 12, 2016. Soon after,
an all-party Toll Opposition
Action Committee, chaired
by local MLA A.K.M.
Ashraf, launched an indefi-
nite dharnasatyagraha near
the toll plaza. The committee
argued that no toll should be
permitted just 22 kilometres
from another toll point at the
Kerala-Karnataka border. It
further insisted that fee col-
lection must stop until the
pending court case was
resolved.

The round-the-clock dharna
intensified on one occasion
when a group of youth sup-
porters arriving to express
solidarity damaged CCTV
cameras, gates, and other
property at the toll plaza. The
committee repeatedly empha-
sised that toll collection
should be halted while the
matter remained sub judice in
the High Court. During a
hearing on January 28, the
NHAI’s counsel was absent,
leading to the case being ad-
journed to February 4.

The parallel BJP-organised
celebration was headed by
M.L. Ashwini (Kasaragod
district president), Vijay Ku-
mar Rai (BJP Kozhikode zone
vice-president), and district
vice-president Muralidhar Ya-
dav, among others.

NH-66 Arikady Toll
Collection Withdrawn; KSRTC
Restores Old Fare Structure

MANGALURU

The toll fee collection at the newly constructed toll plaza at
Arikady on National Highway-66, along the Mangaluru—
Kasaragod stretch, has been withdrawn with immediate effect
from February 4, 2026, following directions from the Central

government.

According to an official communication issued by the KSRTC
Mangaluru Division, toll charges had been collected through
FASTag from January 13, 2026, at the Arikady toll plaza. Based
on subsequent instructions received from higher authorities, the
toll collection has now been stopped.

As a result of the withdrawal of the toll, the additional toll
component included in the bus fares charged by KSRTC on the
Mangaluru—Kasaragod route has also been discontinued. The
bus fares on this stretch have been revised back to the earlier
rates with effect from February 4.

The order further stated that passengers travelling on this
route will no longer be required to pay toll-related charges as
part of their ticket fare. Necessary instructions have been issued
to ensure smooth implementation of the revised fare structure,
and passengers have been requested to cooperate.

The communication was issued by the Divisional Controller,

KSRTC, Mangaluru Division.

44 KFD Cases
Reported in
Karnataka Since
January 1; One
Fatality
Recorded

SHIVAMOGGA

Between January | and Feb-
ruary 3, a total of 44
cases of Kyasanur Forest
Disease (KFD), commonly
known as monkey fever,
have been confirmed across
Karnataka. Of these, 34 in-
dividuals have recovered
and been discharged, one
person has succumbed to the
illness, and nine patients
continue to receive medical
treatment.

The highest number of
cases has emerged from Shi-
vamogga district, particular-
ly in Thirthahalli taluk,
where 10 infections were
recorded. Sagar taluk report-
ed one case, while the vil-
lage of Billodi and its sur-
rounding areas accounted
for 22 cases.

In neighbouring Chikka-
magaluru district, nine cases
have surfaced, and one case
was detected in Uttara Kan-
nada district.

Among the nine patients
currently hospitalised, four
are being treated in govern-
ment facilities and five in
private hospitals. One of
these individuals remains in
the intensive care unit
(ICU) and is under close
monitoring.

Health authorities contin-
ue to monitor the situation
closely in the affected re-
gions, focusing on preven-
tive measures such as
tick-control efforts, public
awareness about avoiding
forest exposure without pro-
tection, and prompt medical
attention for anyone show-
ing symptoms like high fe-
ver, headache, body ache,
and bleeding tendencies.

R 1.14 Cr Swindled in Fake Stock Market
Scheme Targeting Kodagu Resident

MADIKERI

A cyber fraud scheme prom-
ising exceptionally high re-
turns has caused a resident
of Palibetta near Siddapura
in Virajpet taluk to lose
%1.14 crore. The victim,
Narayan, who works as an
assistant manager at a pri-
vate estate, has lodged a
complaint at the Cyber
Crime Police Station.

While browsing YouTube,
Narayan came across an ad-
vertisement promoting lu-
crative investment opportu-
nities. Upon clicking the ad,
he received an immediate
WhatsApp call from an un-
known person who intro-
duced himself as Amol Ra-
makant.

The caller claimed affilia-
tion with R.B.K. Troking, a
supposed share market enti-
ty, and assured that investing
even a small amount would

yield substantial profits.

Convinced by the pitch,
Narayan was added to the
R.B.K. group. The fraudster
initially asked for a modest
50,000 investment, which
the victim transferred be-
lieving the promises. En-
couraged by displayed
“profits” and repeated assur-
ances of even larger gains,
Narayan continued sending
money from his own and his
wife’s bank accounts to var-
ious accounts provided by
the caller.

Between December 9,
2025, and January 23, 2026,
he made multiple RTGS and
NEFT transfers, eventually
remitting a total of X1.14
crore in instalments.

The scammers communi-
cated solely through
WhatsApp calls and never
met the victim in person.
When Narayan eventually
sought to withdraw his

funds, the fraudster demand-
ed additional payments un-
der the pretext of “service
charges” or other fees. Real-
ising he had been deceived,
Narayan approached the cy-
ber crime police and filed a
formal complaint.

The case has been regis-
tered under relevant sections
of the Information Technol-
ogy Act, 2000, and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbhita.
Police have begun an inves-
tigation to trace the fraudu-
lent accounts, identify the
perpetrators, and explore
possibilities of recovering
the transferred money.

Authorities have urged
the public to exercise ex-
treme caution with unsolic-
ited investment offers re-
ceived through social media
or messaging apps, especial-
ly those promising guaran-
teed high returns with mini-
mal risk.

Reckless Driver Blocks KSRTC Bus

for 7 km on Kasar

KASARAGOD

A private car driver engaged
in highly dangerous and de-
liberate obstruction of a KS-
RTC bus on the Kasaragod-—
Kottayam route, sparking
public outrage after a
video of the incident went
viral.

The KSRTC bus was pro-
ceeding from Kasaragod to-
wards Kottayam when the
car ahead began braking re-
peatedly to block its path.
Despite the bus driver
sounding the horn continu-
ously, the car driver refused
to allow the bus to overtake
or proceed normally.

According to reports, this
obstructive behaviour con-
tinued for approximately 7
kilometres from the Uduma
area, severely hampering the
bus’s movement and causing
significant inconvenience to
passengers.

The video capturing the

car driver’s actions has
drawn sharp criticism from
the public, with many con-
demning the reckless endan-
germent of other road users.
It has been suggested that
the bus driver attempted to
reverse in order to create
space or escape the block-
ade, which may have further

agod Route

A car driver deliberately
obstructed a Kerala State
Road Transport
Corporation bus
travelling from
Kasaragod to Kottayam,
preventing it from moving
forward for nearly 7
kilometres, leading to a
police complaint and
widespread public
criticism after a video
surfaced.

escalated the situation.

The affected KSRTC
bus driver has lodged a for-
mal complaint with Neelesh-
war police, detailing the pro-
longed obstruction and po-
tential risk to safety.
Police have registered the
matter and initiated an in-
vestigation to identify the
car driver and ascertain the
full circumstances of the
incident.

Traffic Signals at Junctions to
Become Operational in Two Weeks

UDUPI

The traffic signal systems
installed at the heavily
congested Ambagilu and
Balaipade junctions in
Udupi city are likely to
become operational with-
in the next two weeks.
Udupi District Superin-
tendent of Police Hariram
Shankar shared this up-
date after conducting a
joint site inspection of
both locations along
with Udupi City
Municipal Commissioner
Mahantesh.

The SP emphasised that
the primary objective of
activating these signals is
to better regulate traffic
flow and enhance overall
road safety in these
high-volume areas.
During the visit, officials
engaged in detailed dis-

cussions with local
shopkeepers, residents,
and other stakeholders
operating around the
junctions.

The conversations fo-
cused on potential chal-
lenges that could arise
from the signals, includ-
ing impacts on vehicle
parking, pedestrian move-
ment, and nearby com-
mercial activities. The SP
assured everyone that
necessary arrangements
would be made to ensure
the public faces minimal
inconvenience once the
systems are turned on.

Both Ambagilu and
Balaipade are among the
city’s most traffic-inten-
sive spots, handling a
constant stream of heavy
vehicles daily. Authorities
expect that once the sig-
nals are active, issues

such as haphazard park-
ing, chaotic congestion,
and the frequency of acci-
dents will noticeably
decrease.

Remaining technical
tasks—including trial runs
of the signals, road mark-
ings, installation of direc-
tional and cautionary
signboards, and other re-
lated works—are being
expedited to meet the
timeline. Officials con-
firmed that these final
steps are progressing
swiftly.

In his appeal to the pub-
lic, Superintendent Hari-
ram Shankar requested
citizens to strictly adhere
to traffic rules and extend
full cooperation once the
signals begin functioning,
so that the new system
can deliver its intended
benefits effectively.
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Bahubali Statue Receives

Businessman
Succumbs to Injuries
from Scooter Accident

Puttur
Ganesh Gowda (49),
the proprietor of
Panchakshari Lightings
and a resident of Ban-
noor, Karmala,
breathed his last on the
morning of February 3
at a hospital in Man-
galuru. He had been
undergoing treatment
there after sustaining
grave injuries in a road
accident two months
earlier. The incident oc-
curred on December 6
when Gowda had trav-
elled to Badiyadka in
connection with his
lighting business. While
riding his scooter, he
met with an accident
that left him critically
injured. He is survived
by his wife and two
sons.The family and lo-
cal community mourn
the loss of Ganesh
Gowda, who was well-
known in the area
through his business
dealings.

High Court Takes Up
PIL Regarding Pilikula
Zoo Administration

Mangaluru
The Karnataka High
Court has initiated pro-
ceedings on a public
interest litigation filed
regarding the manage-
ment and administra-
tion of Pilikula Biologi-
cal Park. The court has
heard the submissions
and contentions pre-
sented by the petition-
ers in the matter. In re-
sponse, the Pilikula Bi-
ological Park authori-
ties have been directed
to place on record the
relevant details and
clarifications sought by
the bench. All neces-
sary information and
documents as required
by the court have al-
ready been submitted
by the park administra-
tion. The case remains
at the hearing stage,
and till date, no final or
interim orders have
been passed by the
High Court in this re-
gard. The Pilikula De-
velopment Authority
has stated that it will
fully comply with and
implement whatever
decision or direction
the honourable court
may eventually issue in
the matter.

West Coast Superfast
Express Now Features
Enhanced LHB Coaches

Mangaluru
The Mangaluru Cen-
tral-Dr. MGR Chennai
Central West Coast Su-
perfast Express (train
numbers 22637/22638)
has been upgraded
with modern Linke Hof-
mann Busch (LHB)
coaches, replacing the
conventional Integral
Coach Factory (ICF)
design previously in use.
According to an official
railway announcement,
this transition signifi-
cantly enhances pas-
senger safety while de-
livering a noticeably
more comfortable trav-
el experience. The shift
to LHB coaches also in-
creases the overall
seating capacity on the
train. The change took
effect from February 1,
benefiting regular com-
muters and long-dis-
tance travellers who
rely on this key super-
fast service connecting
the coastal regions
of Karnataka with
Chennai.

Sacred Foot Abhisheka

As part of the 44th anniversary of the Pratishta Mahotsava, a grand ritual
bathed Lord Bahubali’s feet in holy substances at Ratnagiri.

DHARMASTHALA

Lord Bahubali’s idol, en-
shrined atop Ratnagiri hill in
Dharmasthala, was honoured
with a sacred feet anointing
ceremony of the idol on Tues-
day. This special ritual formed
a key part of the ongoing 44th
anniversary celebrations of
the deity’s consecration.

A magnificent procession
carrying holy water arrived
from Beedi to Ratnagiri, set-
ting the stage for the event.
The Pada Abhisheka was
jointly conducted by Lalita-
keerti Bhattaraka Swamiji of
the Karkala Jain Math and
Kshulak Nirvan Sagar
Mabharaj.

Dharmadhikari Dr. D. Veer-
endra Heggade, along with
Hemavati V. Heggade, D.
Harshendra Kumar, Supriya
Harshendra Kumar, Sonia
Verma, and Pooran Verma,
personally participated in of-
fering the abhisheka.

The ceremony gained add-
ed sanctity through the recita-
tion of sacred mantras and
soulful rendering of Jain de-
votional songs. Following an
initial bathing with water
from 216 kalashas, the feet
were anointed with a series of
auspicious items, including
sugarcane juice, sandalwood
paste, turmeric, vermilion,
and other sacred powders.

The proceedings concluded

with a final offering from a
Purna Kumbha, showers of
flowers, the grand Maha
Mangalarati, and the collec-
tive chanting of peace
mantras.

During the auspicious dis-
course that followed, Lalita-
keerti Bhattaraka Swamiji
stressed the critical impor-
tance of nurturing children
with proper religious upbring-
ing from an early age. He de-
scribed today’s youngsters as
the priceless wealth of tomor-
row’s society and urged fam-
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ilies to shape them into cul-
tured, responsible citizens
through consistent moral and
spiritual guidance at home.
Highlighting the universal
appeal of Lord Bahubali’s
ideals of renunciation and
non-violence, the Swamiji
called on individuals to first
gain self-awareness, deeply
understand the essence of
Jain principles, and lead ex-
emplary lives by faithfully
observing vows and disci-
plines. He reiterated the re-
sponsibility of elders to pass

on these noble values to the
next generation.

Kshulak Nirvan Sagar Ma-
haraj spoke about the core
teachings of Jainism, explain-
ing that liberation becomes
attainable through steadfast
adherence to the Three Jew-
els—right faith (samyakdar-
shana), right knowledge
(samyakjnana), and right con-
duct (samyakcharitra).

The programme was
smoothly compered by Ma-
haveer Jain, a lecturer in Kan-
nada from Ichilampady.

Veteran Journalist Sudesh Kumar Named Media
Spokesperson for Kannada Schools Campaign

MANGALURU

Sudesh Kumar, a senior jour-
nalist and currently serving as
vice-president of the Karnata-
ka State Journalists' Associa-
tion, has been officially ap-
pointed as the state-level me-
dia spokesperson for the
'KannadaShaaleUlisi Belesi
Abhiyana'.

This significant statewide
campaign is dedicated to pre-
serving and strengthening
Kannada-medium schools
while ensuring the protection
and welfare of government
educational institutions.The
movement places great em-
phasis on securing active me-
dia cooperation and ensuring
transparent, widespread com-
munication to reach the public
effectively.

According to a press release
signed by the Secretary of
Kannada Shaale Ulisi Belesi
Abhiyana, Sudesh Kumar’s
long-standing and distin-
guished career in journalism
brings considerable strength
to these efforts, making him a
natural fit for the role.

“Having been actively en-
gaged in the field for several
decades, he has built a strong
reputation through his social-
ly conscious and communi-
ty-oriented writings that con-
sistently highlight issues of
public importance,” the press
release stated.

In his new capacity, he will
function as the primary bridge
between the campaign and
various media outlets, respon-
sibly sharing official informa-
tion, detailing the initiative’s
core objectives, and announc-
ing forthcoming plans and
activities.

His organisational experi-
ence and leadership position
within the Karnataka State
Journalists' Association are
expected to play a key role in
extending the campaign’s

message and activities to ev-
ery corner of the state.

On being appointed, Sudesh
Kumar expressed his heartfelt
commitment, stating that
Kannada schools represent
the very roots of the region’s
culture and that he would
work with complete dedica-
tion toward their genuine re-
vival and revitalisation
through this campaign.

State-level office-bearers of
the 'Kannada Shaale Ulisi Be-
lesi Abhiyana' as well as nu-
merous passionate supporters
of the Kannada language have
warmly welcomed his selec-
tion. They have conveyed
their happiness at this ap-
pointment and offered their
best wishes for his future con-
tributions to this important
social cause.

Fugitive Arrested
After 14 Years
NDPS Case

MANGALURU

Ullal police have successfully
apprehended Mohammad
Shamshir, son of Mohammad
Ismail, who had been on the
run for 14 years in connection
with a narcotics-related case.

The accused, a resident of
Room No. 07, Shajmeen
Apartment, opposite Toyib
Masjid, Mukkacheri, Ullal,
Mangaluru, was wanted in

o Ullal Police
Station
Crime No.
312/2011.
The case
was booked
under Sec-
tion 8(c)(ii)
read with
20(b) of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.

The matter proceeded to tri-
al and was registered as C.C.
No. 1757/2013 before the 11
Additional JMFC Court in
Mangaluru. The court had
earlier issued an LPC (Long
Pending Case) warrant
against the accused due to his
prolonged absence.

After an extensive search
spanning more than a decade,
police located and arrested
him on the current date. Nec-
essary further legal proceed-
ings have been initiated fol-
lowing his detention.

Ashok Rai Questions Hindutva Advocates'
Silence on Traditional Koli Anka

PUTTUR

Speaking at a consultation
meeting organised by the
Dakshina Kannada District
Traditional Practices Protec-
tion Forum at Kotecha Hall,
MLA Ashok Rai sharply
questioned why individuals
who frequently deliver
speeches on Hindutva remain
conspicuously absent when it
comes to defending the tradi-
tional practice of Koli Anka
(Kori Katta).

He pointed out that for
many years, Koli Anka—tra-
ditional cockfighting—has
been conducted as part of fes-
tivals at temples and daiva
shrines across the region. Yet,
he observed, none of those
who passionately speak about
Hindutva have come forward
to support its continuation in
its pure, cultural form.

The MLA urged the gather-
ing to approach the doors of
all 13 MLAs representing the
undivided district and press
them to back the campaign
for gambling-free traditional
Koli Anka. He assured the
participants that he would
personally raise the matter
during the assembly session,
adding that he feared no one
in pursuing this cause.

Ashok Rai emphasised that
if all 13 MLAs, along with
MPs, collectively supported
the demand, amending the

Addressing a
consultation meeting,
legislator Ashok Rai
urged local MLAs and the
public to unite in
demanding legal
recognition for non-
gambling traditional Koli
Anka, while distancing
himself from any support
for betting-related
versions.

law would not be difficult. He
reminded everyone that elect-
ed representatives exist pre-
cisely to introduce and change
laws, not merely to deliver
speeches or incite people to
protest without taking respon-
sibility themselves.

He noted the strong public
response that can be generat-
ed online, saying that a single
WhatsApp message about
Koli Anka can draw 5,000
people. He praised the size-

able turnout at the meeting,
describing it as a promising
beginning, but stressed that
true progress would require
unity, a single clear decision,
and the complete exclusion of
politics from the effort.

The legislator advised that
people from each locality
should form their own teams
and directly meet their respec-
tive MLAs to clearly state
their demand: traditional Koli
Anka must be allowed, but
gambling-oriented cockfight-
ing is unacceptable. He called
for everyone to come together
and launch a sustained cam-
paign, suggesting that the
movement could begin right
from Puttur, with him stand-
ing firmly alongside the par-
ticipants.

However, he made his posi-
tion unambiguous by declar-
ing that he would never sup-
port or stand with any form of
Koli Anka that involves bet-
ting or gambling.

Two Arested for
Attempting to Pledge

Fake Gold Chains at
Cooperative Society

BELTHANGADY

On February 2, 2026, two
customers visited the Madant-
yaru branch of the Odiyoor
Shri Vividhoddhesha Souhar-
da Sahakari Sangha (N) in
Parenki village, Belthangady
taluk, early in the morning.
They presented three gold
necklaces in the name of one
Abdul Nazir, claiming
these were to be pledged as
collateral.

Branch officials conducted
the routine verification pro-
cess with the appraiser, who
examined the items closely.
The inspection confirmed that
all three necklaces were coun-
terfeit and not genuine gold.

Acting on the manager’s
formal complaint, Punjal-
akatte police station regis-
tered a case under Crime No.
11/2026, invoking sections
318(4), 62, and 3(5) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) 2023, which cover
cheating and related offences.

During the investigation,
authorities arrested two indi-
viduals identified as the ac-
cused: Abdul Nazir (43) from
Uli village in Bantwal taluk,
and Pramod P. (50) from Bol-
anthoor village in Bantwal
taluk.

Both suspects were pro-
duced before the competent
court following their
detention.

MLA Vedavyas Kamath
Performs Bhoomi Pooja
for Ceiling Work

MANGALURU

MLA Vedavyas Kamath
led the bhoomipooja cer-
emony for a key develop-
ment project in the 27th
Boloor Ward under the
Mangaluru City Corpora-
tion limits. The work,
funded through the legis-
lator’s local area develop-
ment allocation, will in-
volve ceiling construction
in the vicinity of the an-
cient Ram Temple near
Urwa.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the MLA explained
that the initiative came
about following per-
sistent requests from for-
mer MCC councillor
Jagadish Shetty Boloor
and several other promi-
nent local figures. The
project specifically tar-
gets the area behind the
historic Ram Temple and
the nearby Koragajja
shrine.

He assured the gather-

ing that the construction
would be completed
swiftly, making the im-
proved facility available
for public use in the near
future and greatly bene-
fiting devotees as well as
residents of the surround-
ing neighbourhood.

The event saw the par-
ticipation of several nota-
ble personalities and
ward-level leaders, in-
cluding Rajesh Urwa, Ra-
hul Shetty (President of
Mahashakti Kendra),
Kiran Rai (Vice-President
of the mandal), Dinesh
Karkera (Shakti Kendra
President), Umashankar,
Purandar Shetty, Pad-
manabhaPutran, Rad-
hakrishnaShet, Harish-
chandra, Sandeep Kotian,
Shushith, Anil Suvarna,
Ajay Suvarna, Ganesh
Urwa, Santosh Shetty,
along with other promi-
nent residents and
party workers from the
ward.

Dr. K. Chinnappa
Gowda Selected for

2026 Dr. Ge. Sham.
Paramashivaiah Award

MANGALURU

The Karnataka Janapada
Parishat, based in Bengalu-
ru, has selected eminent folk
scholar Dr. K. Chinnappa
Gowda as the recipient of
the 2026 Dr. Ge. Sham.
Paramashivaiah Award. This
honour recognises his out-
standing and sustained con-
tributions to the field of folk
studies and culture.

The award presentation
will take place during the
Vidyarthi Lokotsava pro-
gramme scheduled to be
held in Ramanagara on Feb-
ruary 7 and 8. The accolade
carries a cash prize of
25,000, a memento, and a
citation.

In addition to this award,
the Parishat has announced
recipients for its other pres-
tigious honours in the folk
domain. Folk scholar Hi.
Shi. Ramegowda has been
chosen for the H. L. Nage-
gowda Janapada Lokashri
Award.

Vadana artist Chikkanna
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will receive the Dr. G.
Narayana Janapada Loka
Award, while folk photogra-
pher Dr.Sirigandha Srinivasa
Murthy has been selected for
the Shrimati Lakshamma
Nagegowda Award.

The formal award ceremo-
ny is scheduled for February
8. It will be held in the gra-
cious presence of Sri Dr.Nir-
malanandanatha Mahaswa-
miji of Adi Chunchanagiri
Math. Karnataka Transport
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
will confer the awards on
the selected achievers during
the event.
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2nd train arrives for Metro Pink
Line, trial runs to begin soon

Arrival of the second metro train boosts Pink Line readiness ahead of trials

o\
Christians targeted
onreligious grounds:

Archbishop

BENGALURU
Archbishop Peter Macha-
do has expressed con-
cern over attacks on
Christians, stating that
members of the commu-
nity are being targeted
purely on religious
grounds, creating fear
and insecurity. He said
such incidents are often
attributed to “fringe
groups” and stressed
that if this is the case,
those elements must be
clearly condemned and
brought under control.
The Archbishop said he
has personally raised the
issue with the Prime Min-
ister on several occa-
sions, including during his
recent participationin
Christmas celebrations.
Emphasising that the
Church’s concern is not
political, he called for
concrete action to ensure
the safety and confi-
dence of the Christian
community.

Case filed against
22 two-wheeler riders
for wheeling

BENGALURU
Police have registered
cases against 22
two-wheeler riders for
performing dangerous
wheeling stunts on city
roads. The action fol-
lowed a special operation
conducted after authori-
ties noticed youths in-
dulging in such risky rid-
ing. According to a press
release from the Police
Commissioner, 67 tempo-
rary checkpoints were set
up across Bengaluru as
part of intensified en-
forcement. During the
drive, vehicles of the of-
fenders were impounded
and cases booked. The
riders were later fined in
court, and their
two-wheelers have been
kept at traffic police sta-
tions as a deterrent
against reckless driving.

Twokilledin
separate road
accidents

BENGALURU
Two persons were killed
in separate road acci-
dents within city police
limits on Wednesday
morning. Sanju (50) died
after a car rammed into
his motorcycle at Harap-
panahalli under the Jigani
police station limits. In
another incident, Kumar
(48) lost his life when an
autorickshaw collided
with his motorcycle on
BTS Road in the Wilson
Garden police station
area. Police said the driv-
ers of both the car and
the autorickshaw have
been detained for ques-
tioning. Separate cases
have been registered, and
the Wilson Garden and Ji-
gani police are investigat-
ing the circumstances
leading to the accidents.

BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s much-awaited
Pink Line metro corridor
moved a step closer to opera-
tion with the arrival of its sec-
ond train at the Kothanur de-
pot, officials of the Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (BMRCL) said. The in-
duction of the new rake marks
a crucial phase in preparations
for trial runs on the elevated
section of the corridor.

The Pink Line, planned as a
21.26-km corridor with both
elevated and underground
stretches, is expected to play
a key role in improving east-
west connectivity across the
city. In the first phase, BMR-
CL is focusing on the 7.5-km
elevated stretch between
Kalena Agrahara and Tavare-
kere, which includes six sta-
tions. Trial runs on this sec-

tion are expected to begin
shortly.

Officials said the arrival of
the second train will allow
BMRCL to proceed with train
coupling, signalling integra-
tion and detailed track testing.
These tests are mandatory to
assess braking systems, accel-
eration, safety mechanisms
and overall operational reli-
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ability before passenger ser-
vices can be launched.

If testing and statutory safe-
ty inspections progress as
planned, BMRCL is aiming to
open the elevated stretch to
the public by April. Once op-
erational, the line is expected
to significantly reduce travel
time for commuters in south
Bengaluru and ease conges-

tion on key arterial roads.

Work is simultaneously
progressing on the remaining
13.76 km underground sec-
tion of the Pink Line. Con-
struction activities, including
tunnelling and station works,
are currently underway at
multiple locations. Officials
reiterated that efforts are be-
ing made to complete the un-
derground portion within the
year.

Upon completion, the full
Pink Line will offer seamless
connectivity across the corri-
dor, integrating with other
metro lines and strengthening
the overall network. With
each new train arrival, BMR-
CL said the project is steadily
moving closer to commercial
operations, raising expecta-
tions among daily commuters
waiting for improved public
transport options.

HC slams Wipro over ex-gratia
dispute, calls defence abuse of law

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has imposed costs of
%50,000 on Wipro Enterpris-
es Private Limited, holding
that the company’s stand in
a dispute over payment of
ex-gratia to a former em-
ployee amounted to an
abuse of the process of law.
The amount is to be paid to
the employee, who had suc-
cessfully sued the company
before a civil court.

The dispute relates to the
non-payment of an ex-gratia
amount promised to Ratnesh
Pandey, a resident of Farid-
abad in Haryana, who re-
signed from Wipro in Sep-
tember 2017 after nearly 12
years of service. Pandey had
joined the company as a ter-
ritory manager and served in
various positions during his
tenure.

Pandey tendered his resig-
nation on August 6, 2017,
which was accepted on Sep-
tember 18, 2017. In recogni-
tion of his contribution, Wi-
pro offered him an ex-gratia
lump sum of 26.32 lakh,
payable after 18 months
from the date of cessation of
employment. The payment
was subject to the condition
that Pandey would not join
competing companies, in-
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cluding Philips India Limit-
ed and Bajaj Electricals Ltd,
after leaving Wipro.

When the ex-gratia
amount was not paid even
after the stipulated
18-month period and despite
repeated correspondence,
Pandey approached a civil
court seeking payment along
with 18% interest. Wipro
contested the claim, arguing
that Pandey had not accept-
ed the terms and conditions
mentioned in the cessation
letter and was therefore not
entitled to the ex-gratia
amount.

On July 23, 2024, the 20th
Additional City Civil Judge
ruled in favour of Pandey.
Challenging the verdict, Wi-
pro filed an appeal, contend-
ing that the cessation letter
dated September 18, 2017,
stood revoked under Section
6(2) of the Indian Contract
Act, 1872, due to the ab-
sence of acceptance by Pan-
dey, and that any acceptance
after 18 months was invalid.

Pandey countered by
pointing out that Wipro had
never alleged any breach of
contract conditions before
the civil court. Justice
Sachin Shankar Magadum,
while dismissing the appeal,
noted that August 19, 2017,
was Pandey’s last working
day and rejected Wipro’s
contention that signing and
returning the cessation letter
was a mandatory condition.

The court held that the
phrase “return to us for re-
cords” in the letter could not
be treated as a condition
precedent. It observed that
Wipro had acted upon the
cessation letter and, having
failed to establish any
breach by Pandey, could not
deny payment on hy-
per-technical grounds. Such
a defence, the court said,
violated Sections 7 and 8 of
the Indian Contract Act and
amounted to vexatious resis-
tance to an admitted liabili-
ty, warranting the imposi-
tion of costs.

800-metre
flyover proposed
to ease congestion
at Iblur Junction

BENGALURU

Commuters using Bengaluru’s
busy Outer Ring Road (ORR)
may soon get relief from
chronic traffic snarls at Iblur
Junction, with the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
proposing an 800-metre-long
flyover between HSR Layout
and Bellandur. Once built, the
structure is expected to help
motorists bypass the heavily
congested junction and cut
travel time by 10—15 minutes
during peak hours.

Currently, a flyover from
Kadubeesanahalli towards
Silk Board allows signal-free
movement for vehicles head-
ing in that direction, enabling
traffic to skip the Iblur signal.
However, a parallel flyover
for vehicles moving from Silk
Board towards Marathahalli
— which was originally
planned along with the exist-
ing structure — was never
constructed. The missing link
has turned Iblur Junction into
one of the worst traffic bottle-
necks on the ORR.

In the absence of a grade
separator from Agara towards
Marathahalli, vehicles from
Sarjapur Road, Koramangala,
Silk Board and the ORR con-
verge at the Iblur signal, re-
sulting in frequent traffic pile-
ups.

‘Allegations can’t be
accepted unless proved”.
HM on RB Timmapur

BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara on Wednesday
rejected the corruption allega-
tions levelled by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) against Ex-
cise Minister RB Timmapur,
asserting that accusations cannot
be accepted unless they are
backed by proof. His remarks
came amid continued protests
by the BJP inside the Vidhana
Soudha, demanding Timmapur’s
resignation.

Speaking to reporters,
Parameshwara said the allega-
tions made by the opposition

accused the opposition of “play-
ing to the gallery” and chal-
lenged BJP leaders to produce
concrete evidence. “If they can
show even one shred of evi-
dence, we are willing to take
responsibility,” he said, adding
that repeated allegations without
proof only weakened democrat-
ic discourse. Meanwhile, BJP
legislators intensified their agi-
tation against the Congress gov-
ernment, continuing an over-
night protest inside the Vidhana
Soudha. Leader of the Opposi-
tion R Ashoka, along with sev-
eral party MLAs, spent the night
within the Assembly premises as

were yet to be substan-
tiated. “It is only an al-
legation. Allegations
can’t be accepted un-
less proved. Evidence
1s what matters,” he
said. He also noted that

)

part of their sit-in,
which entered its sec-
ond day on Wednesday.

Ashoka alleged
large-scale corruption
in the Excise Depart-
ment and claimed that

the government is
seeking to pass a resolution in
the Assembly opposing the VB-
G-RAM-G Act.

Excise Minister RB Timma-
pur, responding to calls for his
resignation, maintained that
there was no evidence to support
the charges against him. “There
is no evidence. Therefore, I will
not resign,” he said firmly, dis-
missing the BJP’s demands as
politically motivated. The Con-
gress leadership rallied behind
Timmapur, with Minister Pri-
yank Kharge strongly criticising
the BJP for what he termed a
lack of credible proof. Kharge

)
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the BJP had submitted
evidence to support its charges.
“There are audios and videos. 1
have provided all the evidence
in the Assembly. This is the big-
gest loot in Karnataka,” he told
reporters, vowing to continue
the protest until the minister
steps down. The agitation also
found support from the Janata
Dal (Secular), with JD(S) leader
CB Suresh Babu joining the
chorus against the government.
He accused the Congress of in-
decision and said the opposition
had been consistently demand-
ing Timmapur’s resignation over
the past two days.

Cancer care must go beyond treatment:
Doctor says early pain relief is crucial

BENGALURU

On World Cancer Day 2026,
under the theme ‘United by
Unique’, medical experts em-
phasised that cancer care
should extend beyond treat-
ment to include effective pain
management, which is crucial
for every patient.

According to India’s Nation-
al Cancer Registry Pro-
gramme, over 14 lakh
new cancer cases were
reported in 2023. Many
patients with advanced
cancer experience
moderate to severe
pain, yet a significant
number remain undertreated.

Dr. Radheshyam Naik, Con-
sultant Medical Oncologist,
Hematologist & BMT at Sam-
mprada Hospital, Bengaluru,
said, “Cancer-related pain can
arise from tumour growth,
nerve involvement, or treat-
ment side effects. Untreated
pain affects sleep, appetite,
emotional well-being, and the

ability to continue treatment.
Pain management must be per-
sonalised and addressed early.”

India has access to globally
accepted pain-relief options,
including Morphine, Metha-
done Syrup, Nalbuphine Injec-
tion, and Buprenorphine for-
mulations. “Misconceptions
around strong pain medicines
often delay relief. When used
appropriately, these
medicines are safe and
essential to maintain
dignity and quality of
life,” Dr. Naik added.

Caregivers play a vi-
tal role in recognising
warning signs such as
restlessness, sleep disturbances,
or appetite loss. Timely commu-
nication with healthcare teams
ensures prompt intervention,
reducing distress for both pa-
tients and families. Experts urge
a shift in awareness from solely
focusing on treatment outcomes
to recognising pain relief as a
core component of compassion-
ate, patient-centred care.

Weekly Phone-In Programme
launched in North City Corporation

BENGALURU

In an effort to directly address
public grievances and im-
prove the delivery of civic
services, the Bengaluru North
City Corporation has
launched a weekly
Phone-In Programme
for citizens. The ini-
tiative, introduced by
Commissioner Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar,
aims to provide residents w1th
a direct platform to voice
their concerns and seek timely
solutions.

The Phone-In Programme
will be held every Friday

from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. This
week’s session is scheduled
for Friday, during which citi-
zens can speak directly with
the Commissioner regarding a

w1de range of civic issues

within the North City
Corporation limits.
Residents can raise
complaints related to
road potholes and re-
pair works, mainte-
nance of streetlights,

door-to-door garbage collec-

tion and waste disposal, re-
moval of hazardous trees and
overhanging branches, mos-
quito control measures, and
management of stray dogs.

Ambulance driver booked for mlsusmg siren, beacon

BENGALURU

An ambulance driver has been
booked by Bengaluru police for
misusing the siren and top bea-
con lights while driving home,
misleading other road users
into believing there was a med-
ical emergency.

The driver-cum-owner of the
ambulance, identified as Mo-
han Kumar, a resident of Ban-
ashankari, was intercepted near
the Sadashivanagar police sta-
tion junction. Police said Ku-
mar was driving at high speed
with the siren blaring and bea-
con lights switched on after
leaving MS Ramaiah Hospital.

According to the police,

STEP TO SOLVE POWER SHORTAGE

commuters immediately gave
way to the ambulance, assum-
ing it was responding to an
emergency. However, when
traffic personnel stopped the
vehicle for inspection, they
found that there was no patient
inside.

“Our staff from the Sadashiva-
nagar traffic police station ques-
tioned the driver on why he had
switched on the siren and lights
and was driving at maximum
speed,” said Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic-West)
Anoop Shetty.

Kumar initially claimed
that he was rushing to Ban-
ashankari to attend to an
emergency and told the police

that a patlent suffering from
breathing difficulties was
waiting for him. He even at-
tempted to drive away from
the spot. The police, however,
stopped him again and asked
him to provide the patient’s
details and contact number.
“We told him that it would
take at least 60 minutes to
reach Banashankari from the
spot and that we could ar-

range another ambulance
from the nearest hospital to
avoid putting the patient at
risk,” a senior traffic police
officer said.

Cornered by the question-
ing, Kumar allegedly con-
fessed that he had lied and
admitted that he was returning
home after dropping an elder-
ly patient at MS Ramaiah
Hospital. Police said the am-
bulance has been attached to
the hospital for several years.

An official from the hospi-
tal also informed the police
that Kumar had the habit of
driving the ambulance with si-
ren and beacon lights even
when there was no emergency.

Wildlife board clears 400kV power transmission upgrade in technology hub

BENGALURU

A long-pending clearance
granted by the State Board for
Wildlife (SBWL) has paved
the way for upgrading a cru-
cial 400kV power transmis-
sion line, promising uninter-
rupted and quality electricity
supply to Bengaluru’s
fast-growing technology cor-
ridor in the city’s eastern
parts. The approval revives a
key infrastructure project
aimed at replacing a nearly
four-decade-old transmission
line that forms part of the

southern segment of the na-
tional power grid.
Commissioned in the
1980s, the existing 400kV
transmission line connects
Somanahalli on Kanakapura
Road to Mylasandra in Elec-
tronics City. Over the years, it
has served as a vital power
lifeline, linking Karnataka
with Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh, and extending con-
nectivity up to eastern Odis-
ha. However, with Bengalu-
ru’s rapid urban and industrial
expansion, the ageing infra-
structure has struggled to

keep pace with rising de-
mand.

A senior official from the
Karnataka Power Transmis-
sion Corporation Ltd (KPT-
CL) said the line feeds the

400kV Mylasandra substa-
tion, which currently trans-
mits between 1,500 MW and
2,000 MW of power daily.
“Due to increased load, the
substation has been facing

low-voltage issues. Maintain-
ing quality and stable power
supply had become a serious
challenge,” the official ex-
plained. He added that any
tripping of the line due to
overload could trigger cascad-
ing failures across the city’s
220kV network, severely dis-
rupting power supply.

To address these risks,
KPTCL had proposed a com-
prehensive upgrade involving
the erection of 24 new towers
and the stringing of nearly 10
km of transmission lines.
However, the project faced

major hurdles as two pro-
posed towers fell within the
Bannerghatta National Park
(BNP). Additionally, the plan
required the removal and re-
placement of existing conduc-
tors passing through forest
land, necessitating approvals
from both the SBWL and the
National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL).

The proposal also drew
strong opposition from con-
servationists, who raised con-
cerns about potential risks to
the elephant population in
BNP. Responding to these ap-

prehensions, KPTCL assured
the wildlife board that no ad-
ditional forest land would be
diverted for the project.

“We decided to replace the
existing two towers at the same
locations and also replace about
one kilometre of deteriorated
conductors that are nearly 40
years old,” a KPTCL official
said. To further reduce environ-
mental impact, the utility pro-
posed increasing the height of
the conductors by an additional
10 metres and reducing the
Right of Way (RoW) from 52
metres to 46 metres.
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Chikkaballapur
invites applications
for Atma Scheme

Chikkaballapura
The Office of the Joint Di-
rector of Agriculture has in-
vited applications for Taluk
Technical Manager (BTM)
and Assistant Technical
Manager (ATM) posts un-
der the Atma Scheme.
Two BTM positions (Bage-
palli and Gouribidanur)
and two ATM positions
(Thondebavi and Bashat-
tahalli) are available on a
one-year direct contract.
Candidates should have
agriculture or allied sector
degrees with computer
skills and relevant field ex-
perience. Applications with
certificates must be sub-
mitted in a sealed enve-
lope by February 21,5 pm,
via registered post. Late
submissions will not be ac-
cepted. For details, contact
the Joint Director of Agri-
culture, Chikkaballapur.

Chitradurgato
host Financial
Literacy Week

Chitradurga
A five-day Financial Litera-
cy Week will be held across
Chitradurga district from
February 9 to 13 to promote
awareness about banking
and financial discipline. Or-
ganized by the District Lead
Bank under the guidance of
the Department of Finan-
cial Services and the Re-
serve Bank of India, the
week will be inaugurated by
ZillaPanchayat CEO Dr. S.
Akash on February 9 witha
poster release. Activities
will take place in 258 bank
branches. The themeis
“KYC,” covering topics like
official documents, ReKYC,
Video KYC, and Aadhaar-
based CKYC. Daily pro-
grams will be conducted by
Financial Literacy Centers
and CFLs across the
district.

Chikkaballapur invites
entries for Children’s
Book Award

Chikkaballapura
Karnataka Bala Vikas
Academy has invited en-
tries for the “Children’s
Book Moon Award” for
books published in 2024
and 2025. Seven types of
children’s literature are eli-
gible, including original po-
etry, story collections, dra-
mas (not textbooks), nov-
els, scientific articles,
translations, and literary
criticism. Authors must
submit four copies of each
book along with a self-de-
scription and request for
evaluation to the Acade-
my’s central office in
Dharwad by February 20.
Late entries will not be
considered. For more in-
formation, authors can
contact the Project Of-
ficers at 0836-2465490,
8050392209,
7204396275, or
9448981944, The award
encourages quality writing
for children.

Chitradurga
residents alerted for
power outage

Chitradurga
BESCOM has announced
a power outage on Febru-
ary 5from10 amto5pm
in parts of Chitradurga ru-
ral subdivision. The outage
is due to the installation of

a spun pole near the Bi-
japur power distribution
center. NJY and IP lines
supplied from the center
will be affected, though
power to [P lines will re-
sume by 10 am. Areas af-
fected include Bijapur,
Lakshmisagar, N. Balleka-
tte, Hirekabbigere, and
nearby villages. Consum-
ers are urged to cooperate
during the maintenance
work, said the Assistant
Executive Engineer of BES-
COM, Chitradurga. The
measure aims to improve
electricity supply reliability.

' Farmers protest land acquisition
in Ramanagara district

The march started at Revenue House, proceeded to the District Collector’s
office, demanding the project be dropped and officials act farmer-friendly

RAMANAGARA

Farmers, pro-Kannada
groups, and pro-Dalit organi-
zations held a protest in Ra-
managara on Wednesday op-
posing the proposed Bidadi
Smart City and GBIT projects
and criticizing the District
Collector’s attitude.

The march began at the
Revenue House and moved to
the District Collector’s office,
where protesters demanded
that the project be dropped
and that officials work in a
farmer-friendly and peo-
ple-friendly manner.

They shouted slogans
against large scale land acqui-
sition, saying fertile land in
Bidadi Hobli, Bhairamangala,
and Kanchagaranahalli is be-
ing taken in the name of de-

velopment.

Speakers alleged that thou-
sands of acres are being tar-
geted in other areas too, in-
cluding Sarjapur in Anekal
taluk, which they said will
badly affect farmers’ liveli-
hoods.

Protesters also raised issues
like rising human wildlife
conflict, delayed compensa-

tion, pending pump set power
connections, stray dog prob-
lems, and delay in regulariz-
ing long cultivated lands.
They accused departments
of ignoring farmers’ struggles
and said price rise and policy
decisions have made rural life
more difficult in recent years.
Some leaders claimed that
farmers who have tilled land

for generations now face trou-
ble in producing records, and
fear losing their land without
proper consultation.

They criticized the district
administration, alleging it was
acting under political pressure
and not listening to the voices
of affected villagers.

Leaders from several farm-
er and social groups joined
the protest and warned that
the agitation would continue
if land acquisition plans are
not reviewed.

They urged the government
to hold open meetings, share
clear details, and protect agri-
cultural land, water sources,
and village livelihoods before
moving ahead with any large
project in the region. Police
were present and the protest
ended peacefully in town.

At Aizur Circle, protesters criticized the central government’s anti-Kannada
policy and demanded railway exams also be conducted in Kannada

Protest held over railway exams language issue

RAMANAGARA

Activists of Karnataka Rak-
shana Vedike (Swabhimani
faction) staged a protest in
Ramanagara on Wednesday
against the Railway Depart-
ment for not allowing recruit-
ment examinations to be writ-
ten in Kannada.

The demonstration was
held at Aizur Circle, where
protesters accused the central
government of following an
anti-Kannada policy. They
said allowing exams only in
Hindi and English is unfair to
Kannada medium students
and demanded that railway
recruitment tests be conduct-

ed in Kannada as well.

State in-charge Shiva Gow-
da alleged that Kannadigas
have long faced injustice in
railway employment. He said
limiting exam languages re-
duces opportunities for local
youth to secure higher posts.
Protesters claimed this policy
forces students to depend on
other languages and sidelines
their mother tongue.

They also urged Union
ministers from Karnataka and
local MPs to raise the issue
with the central government.
Speakers said elected repre-
sentatives should protect the
interests of Kannada speaking
candidates.

The protesters warned that
if their demand is ignored,
larger demonstrations will be
organized across the state.
They stressed that Kannada
has a rich history and de-
serves equal respect in nation-
al level recruitment processes.

Several office bearers and
members of the organization
took part in the protest and
raised slogans in support of
language rights. Police were
present at the venue to main-
tain order, and the protest re-
mained peaceful.

Preparations underway for Sant
Sevalal Jayanti Celebration

GADAG

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Duragesh K.R. has
directed officials to organize
Sant Sevalal Jayanti in a prop-
er and disciplined manner on
February 17 at the Auditorium
Hall of the District Adminis-
tration Building. He made the
remarks while presiding over
the pre-Siddhata meeting held
at the District Collector’s Of-
fice on Wednesday.

Dr. Duragesh emphasized
that celebrations should not be
limited to the district head-
quarters but also conducted at

hostels, schools, colleges, and
Gram Panchayats at the taluk
level. The program will in-
clude felicitating students from
the community who have
scored top marks in SSLC and
PUC examinations. He also
instructed that invitation letters
be printed following proper
etiquette and lectures be ar-
ranged by scholars familiar
with Sant Sevalal’s teachings.
He stressed that the Jayanti
should be celebrated in a neat
and organized manner.

The meeting was attended
by prominent community
members, including Ravikant

Angadi, Chandrakatha Chau-
han, Pandu Chauhan, N.V. Ra-
thod, K.C. Nabapur, G.D.
Nayak, Roopsingh Poojara,
and Tippanna Pawar, along
with officials from various de-
partments.

Assistant Director of the Kan-
nada and Culture Department,
Dr. Basavaraja Bellary, wel-
comed all participants and ex-
pressed gratitude for their pres-
ence and cooperation. The ad-
ministration aims to make this
year’s Sant Sevalal Jayanti
meaningful and memorable for
the community, highlighting re-
spect, culture, and social unity.

ENTHRALLING
PERFORMANCE | ) o Y

Soudamini Rao Katapady recently
performed a solo dance at Udupi Ra-
jangana during the Sri Shiroor Par-
yayan. She was accompanied by
Acharya. Indira Kadambi on nattu-
vangam, Vishwesh Swaminathan on
vocals, Vidyashankar N on mri-
dangam, and Vivek V Krishna on flute.

R

Applications
open for medical
officer posts

CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga district ad-
ministration has invited appli-
cations for the recruitment of
Medical Officers on a con-
tract basis. A total of 22 va-
cant posts are available, in-
cluding 12 Emergency Medi-
cal Officers, 3 Senior Medical
Officers, and 7 General Duty
Medical Officers. These posi-
tions are for Taluk Hospitals,
Community Health Centers,
and Primary Health Centers
across the district.

Eligible MBBS graduate
doctors can apply for one-
year contract appointments or
permanent positions, which-
ever occurs earlier. Selection
will be based on a ros-
ter-cum-merit interview sys-
tem.

Interviews will begin on
February 10 and continue dai-
ly until all posts are filled.
Candidates must appear at the
District Health and Family
Welfare Officer’s office with
their biodata, original docu-
ments, and attested copies for
verification.

Akshaya wins state-level
Rasa Qeshwa prize

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Akshaya, a fifth-grade student
at Hennangoor Government
Senior Primary School in
Shidlaghatta taluk, has won
first place at the state level in
the Rasa Qeshwa competition.
The event was organized by
the National Innovation Mis-
sion Comprehensive Educa-
tion Karnataka.

Deputy Director of the
School Education Depart-
ment, V. Ramesh, visited the
school to congratulate the
young achiever. Originally
from Uttar Pradesh, Aksha-
ya’s parents, Amarnath and
Poonamma, moved to the vil-
lage twelve years ago in
search of work and have since
settled there. Despite being a

migrant child, Akshaya has
mastered the Kannada lan-
guage remarkably.

Her success is credited to
the guidance of her head
teacher V. Srinivas and teach-
ers Kiran and Srilakshmi,
who trained and supported her
throughout the competition.
Akshaya’s achievement is a
proud moment for the school
and inspires other children in
the region to excel in academ-
ics and extracurricular activi-
ties.
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Officials urge
voter awareness
ahead of revision

CHITRADURGA

State SWEEP Nodal Officer
P.S. Vastrad emphasized the
need to create awareness
among voters ahead of the
comprehensive revision of
electoral rolls (SIR) during a
district-level SWEEP Com-
mittee meeting held at the Zil-
la Panchayat Hall on Wednes-
day.

Presiding over the meeting,
Vastrad directed that schools
and colleges, through Voter
Literacy Associations (ELC),
polling booth areas via Elec-
tion Awareness Associations
(VAC), and offices through
Voter Awareness Forums
(VAF), should actively inform
citizens about the voter list
revision process. He added
that all voter literacy associa-
tion details must be registered
on the ELC website, and ev-
ery awareness program
should be uploaded for trans-
parency and tracking.

The meeting highlighted
the importance of engaging
citizens to ensure accurate
and updated voter informa-
tion, which will strengthen
the democratic process and
encourage broader participa-

Vastrad directed
schools, colleges,
polling areas, and
offices to actively
inform citizens about
voter list revision,
register associations
on the ELC website,
and upload awareness
programs for
transparency

tion in upcoming elections.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner B.T. Kumaras-
wamy, Zilla Panchayat Depu-
ty Secretary Dr. Rangaswamy,
Sub-Divisional Officer Ven-
katesh Naik, Tahsildar B.M.
Govindaraj, Deputy Director
of School Education M.R.
Manjunath, Election Tahsildar
Bibi Fatima, Shirastedar Mal-
likarjun Nayak, and other dis-
trict-level SWEEP committee
officials attended the meeting.
The SWEEP initiative aims
to ensure comprehensive vot-
er education, enhance partici-
pation, and maintain accuracy
in voter lists, particularly
among first-time and under-
represented voters.

Students Protest Plan to
Convert Govt Colleges into
University Constltuent Umts

BENGALURU

Hundreds of students staged a
protest at Freedom Park in
Bengaluru against the state
government’s proposal to
convert Government RC Col-
lege and Government Arts
College into constituent col-
leges under Dr Manmohan
Singh Bengaluru City Univer-
sity.

The protesters said the
move would lead to a sharp
increase in fees and place an
additional financial burden on
students from poor and mid-
dle-class families. Both insti-
tutions currently cater largely
to students from economically
weaker sections, offering af-
fordable education under the
government college system.

According to the students,
bringing the colleges under
the direct administrative con-
trol of the university would
alter the existing fee structure.
They fear that tuition fees, ad-
ministrative charges and other
costs would rise once the col-
leges are converted into con-
stituent units, making higher
education inaccessible for
many.

“Even a small increase in
fees can force students like us
to drop out,” said one of the
protesters, adding that many
families are already strug-
gling to meet educational ex-

penses.

The students demanded that
the government withdraw the
proposal and allow the col-
leges to continue functioning
as government-run institu-
tions with subsidised fees.
They also criticised the au-
thorities for allegedly taking
the decision without consult-
ing key stakeholders such as
students and faculty members.

Protesters said the move un-
dermines the principle of so-
cial equity and threatens edu-
cational inclusion, especially
for first-generation learners.
They urged the government to
reconsider the proposal in the
larger interest of accessible
public education and to hold
discussions with all concerned
parties before implementing
any structural changes.

The protest remained
peaceful, with students raising
slogans and holding placards
highlighting their concerns
over affordability and access
to higher education.

Panel seeks higher quota for Kannada students

CHITRADURGA

Kannada Development Au-
thority Chairman Dr Purush-
ottam Bilimale said he will
recommend increasing reser-
vation for Kannada medium
candidates in state govern-
ment jobs from 5 percent to
10 percent.

He spoke after a district
level meeting on Kannada im-
plementation and told report-
ers that opportunities for Kan-
nadigas are shrinking. He said
priority for Kannada medium
youth will also be suggested
in outsourced posts.

Bilimale said rules under
the Comprehensive Develop-
ment of Kannada Language
Act will be framed soon.
Once notified, officers who

ignore Kannada in adminis-
tration may face fines, trans-
fers, or other action.

A statewide drive is correct-
ing spelling and pronuncia-
tion of town names on sign-
boards. Officials are working
with highway authorities to
fix errors.

The authority will write to
the Union government seek-
ing banking and railway ex-

ams in Kannada. Banks have
been told to provide forms,
challans, and at least one
Kannada knowing officer.

Projects to expand Kannada
learning in madrasas and pre-
pare a dictionary for gender
minorities are underway.
Textbook continuity and prac-
tical language teaching will
also be improved.

He noted large teacher va-

cancies across the state and
said a report on shortages in
Chitradurga will be sent to the
Education Department. He
added that supplying Kannada
newspapers to schools can
build language skills and
awareness among students.

District officials and Kan-
nada activists attended the
meeting and supported stron-
ger steps to promote Kannada
in daily life. Bilimale said
language respect is linked to
identity and equal opportuni-
ty, and urged departments to
act without delay. Public co-
operation is also necessary, he
said, to ensure Kannada
thrives in education, gover-
nance, and business. Efforts
will continue statewide, he
added steadily ahead.

MANGALURU
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Kharge slams govt over
India-US Trade Deal threats

Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge strongly criticised the government,
warning of farmers’ unrest over trade agreements

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge, launched a scathing
attack on the Union govern-
ment during the discussion on
the Motion of Thanks to the
President’s address on
Wednesday. He accused the
administration of compromis-
ing India’s national interests
through the recently an-
nounced India-US trade deal,
warning it would force Indian
farmers into unfair competi-
tion with their American
counterparts, severely affect-
ing their livelihoods.

Kharge asserted that the
trade agreement, highlighted
by US President Donald
Trump and acknowledged by

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, could open Indian mar-
kets to American products
while lowering tariffs on US
goods. “You are setting up
Indian farmers to compete
with American farmers; this
will impact them severely,”
he warned, predicting a re-
surgence of farmer pro-
tests and stating, “The
farmers’ revolution will
happen again, and you
will have to take
these mea-
sures
back.”
Ques-
tioning
India’s
global
stand-
ing, he

=
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asked, “When our sovereignty
is being attacked, when we
are under the control of
Trump, what is our position in
our world?” Kharge described
the government’s stance as
weak and untenable, criticiz-
ing the President’s address for
ignoring critical issues
such as social justice,
economic challenges,
¢ farmers’ distress, la-
= bour struggles, attacks
on constitutional insti-
tutions, and short-
comings in for-
eign policy.
He also
raised con-
cerns
over
gen-

S der
-

equality, saying women were
treated as a vote bank, point-
ing out the Union govern-
ment’s failure to implement
promised reservations and the
absence of women leaders in
organisations like the RSS.

Kharge’s speech focused on
tensions in Parliament over
the India-US trade pact,
which reportedly includes re-
duced US tariffs on Indian
goods, commitments by India
to open markets to American
products, and increased US
energy and agricultural pur-
chases. His remarks high-
lighted broader concerns over
economic sovereignty, rural
distress, and social equity,
signaling potential conflicts
during the ongoing Budget
session.

China’s discount oil imports
face rising geopolitical risks

NEW DELHI

China’s long standing ap-
proach of buying cheap
crude oil from sanctioned
nations such as Russia, Iran
and Venezuela is facing
growing problems due to
rising geopolitical tensions
and changes in global rela-
tions. Nearly 40 per cent of
China’s crude imports
come from these three
countries — a large share
tied to sources with sanc-
tions, political instability
and broader risks.

For years, China took ad-
vantage of steep discounts
on oil from these sanc-
tioned suppliers to fuel its
refining sector and wider
economy. Russian and Ira-
nian oil often came at pric-
es several dollars below
global benchmarks. Vene-
zuelan crude was especial-
ly discounted, making it
attractive to Chinese buy-

ers, including independent
refineries known as “tea-
pots.”

However, geopolitical
shifts are disrupting this
model. The United States’
removal of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro
and increased sanctions en-
forcement have sharply re-
duced the flow of discount-
ed Venezuelan crude to
China, weakening a once
reliable source.

Iran, another key suppli-
er, continues to export to
China, but growing unrest
within the country, com-
bined with stricter global
sanctions, has complicated
its oil trade. Meanwhile,
China’s reliance on Rus-
sian oil — its largest single
crude source — stems from
the rerouting of supplies
after the Ukraine conflict,
but this too carries risk as
sanctions tighten and trade
patterns evolve.

KARNATAKA MAY GET NEW HIGH-SPEED RAIL

NEW DELHI

Following the recent Union
Budget announcement of sev-
en high-speed rail corridors
across India, the central gov-
ernment has indicated a posi-
tive response toward adding
another corridor for Karnata-
ka. Union Minister for Food
and Consumer Affairs Pralhad
Joshi actively requested a

high-speed rail link between
Bengaluru and Pune, and
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw responded positive-
ly to this proposal.

On Wednesday morning,
Pralhad Joshi met Ashwini
Vaishnaw to discuss the feasi-
bility of constructing the Ben-
galuru-Pune corridor. Joshi
highlighted the benefits of
this corridor, emphasizing

that it would significantly
contribute to the overall de-
velopment of Karnataka. He
assured the Railway Minister
that the new rail link would
enhance economic growth,
trade, and connectivity across
several regions of the state.
The proposed corridor is
expected to particularly bene-
fit Central and North Karna-
taka. Districts such as Belaga-

vi, Hubballi, Haveri, Davana-
gere, Chitradurga, and Tu-
makuru are likely to see faster
travel options, improved ac-
cessibility, and overall region-
al development. In addition,
the corridor would strengthen
links between Pune and seven
key districts in Karnataka,
making it easier for passen-
gers and businesses to move
efficiently. Minister Joshi em-

phasized that the project
would not only reduce travel
time but also create new op-
portunities for industrial,
commercial, and social
growth along the corridor.
The Railway Minister report-
edly responded positively to
the request and assured that
detailed planning and discus-
sions would follow.

This initiative comes at a

time when India is expanding
its high-speed rail network,
with multiple corridors al-
ready under consideration and
development. If implemented,
the Bengaluru-Pune high-
speed rail project is expected
to transform regional trans-
portation, boost economic de-
velopment, and enhance con-
nectivity between major cities
in the state.

DMK holds talks
with Cong ahead
of polls

CHENNAI

Dravida Munnetra Kazhag-
am (DMK) MP Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi on Wednesday
chaired the party’s Election
Manifesto Committee meet-
ing at Arivalayam in Chen-
nai, ahead of the upcoming
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions. She confirmed that
alliance discussions are on-
going with the Congress par-
ty, but added that the number
of constituencies each party
will contest will be decided
by a separate negotiation
committee.

Speaking to reporters,
Kanimozhi said, “Alliance
talks are currently underway
with the Congress party. No
discussions have taken place
regarding the number of
constituencies. The negotia-
tion committee will make
that decision. If any new
party joins the alliance, the
Chief Minister will an-
nounce it.”

Tamil Nadu is expected to
hold state elections in the
first half of 2026, although
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) has yet to re-
lease the official schedule.
In the 234-member Assem-
bly, the DMK won 133 seats
in 2021, while Congress se-
cured 18, PMK five, VCK
four, and others eight.

Kanimozhi also criticised
the suspension of eight op-
position MPs from the Lok
Sabha during the ongoing
Budget Session, calling the
move “unacceptable.”
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Japan starts human

trials for Nipah vaccine

NEW DELHI

Japanese researchers
have announced that
clinical trials for a po-
tential Nipah virus vac-
cine in humans will
begin in April. The
vaccine candidate, de-
veloped at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo, is set to
start Phase 1 trials in
Belgium.

The new vaccine of-
fers hope against
Nipah virus, a deadly
disease with a fatality
rate estimated between
40 and 75 per cent.
Currently, no licensed
vaccine or specific
treatment exists for
Nipah virus infections.
The development
comes after India re-
ported two confirmed
cases in West Bengal
in January.

The vaccine is creat-
ed by inserting a por-
tion of the Nipah vi-
rus’s genetic informa-
tion into the measles
virus. When adminis-
tered, it produces anti-
gen proteins similar to
Nipah virus, prompting
the immune system to
strengthen its defenses
and prevent disease
symptoms. Researchers
say the modified mea-
sles virus has already

shown safety and effi-
cacy in animal trials
with hamsters.

The upcoming Phase
1 trial will involve 60
participants to confirm
safety in humans. Sep-
arately, Oxford Univer-
sity has begun Phase 2
trials for a Nipah vac-
cine in Bangladesh
with about 300 volun-
teers aged 18 to 55.

Nipah virus, a zoo-
notic disease, primarily
spreads from bats to
humans, often through
contaminated food. It
can also transmit from
animals such as pigs,
and between humans
via close contact, espe-
cially in healthcare set-
tings. In humans, in-
fections range from
mild illness to severe
respiratory disease and
fatal encephalitis.

The World Health
Organization (WHO)
has classified Nipah as
a priority disease under
its Research and De-
velopment Blueprint. If
successful, the Japa-
nese vaccine could
provide a critical tool
in controlling out-
breaks, reducing fatali-
ties, and protecting at-
risk populations in re-
gions prone to Nipah
virus infections.

Ex-US Marine warns
China could target India

NEW DELHI : Grant Newsham, a former US
Marine intelligence officer, has warned India to
remain cautious of China’s intentions. With
global attention focused on Taiwan, he
suggested that China could choose to attack
another country, possibly India. Newsham
emphasized that Chinese actions are often
deceptive and unpredictable, and India must
prepare for multiple scenarios.he noted that as
President Xi Jinping reorganizes the PLA,
China may test its military capabilities
elsewhere. “When everyone is focused on
Taiwan, the smart approach is to look where
others aren’t,” Newsham said. He listed India,
the Korean Peninsula, southern Japan, and the
Philippines as potential areas of interest.

I, MOHAMMED ABDUL HAI
S/0 NIAMAT ALI
JAMADAR, R/0 67,
Gandhi Nagar, Samadana
Nagar, K G Halli, Arabic
College, Bangalore North,
Bangalore,
Karnataka560045, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as ABDUL HAL.

I, MANISHA PRAKASH
W/o VED PRAKASH, R/o
D 603, Purva Westend,
Kudlu Gate, Opp Metro
Station, Garvebhavi
Palya, Bommanahalli,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560068, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
MANISHA BHATT.

I, CHITRA ANANDKUMAR,
W/o Ananda Kumar Anka
Reddy, resident of No 36,

2nd A Main, 15th Cross,

Behind Farmill Apartment,
Sector 6 HSR Layout,

Bengaluru-560102, have
changed my name to

CHITRA N, vide affidavit

dated: 03.02.2026, before

Notary G. DAYANANDA,

Viswavidyanilaya Karya Soudha, Crawford Hall, Post Box No.406

Mysore-570 005-570 005. Phone.: 2419222/2419361
E-mail: registrar@uni-mysore.ac.in Website; www.uni-mysore.ac.in

No. GL5/168/2025-26. Date : 31.01.2026

Re-Tender Notification-Call 2

The Registrar, University of Mysore, Mysuru invites tenders from
the Eligible Registered Leading caterers for 'Supplying of Catering
Services to meetings, functions & other special days held at
various departments/offices & other buildings of Univerisy of
Mysuru for 01 year as per the KTPP Act through KPPP portal of
Government of Karnataka. in two cover tender system. The last
date for submission of re tender is 16.02.2026 upto 4:00 pm. The
details can be obtained in e-procurement website
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Details of terms and conditions are uploaded in e-procurement
portal. For further details please contact Telephone No:
0821-2419222/361.

Sd/- Registrar

DIPRIMYSHB05/SA/2025-26 University of Mysore

Bangalore.

This is to inform to General public that
my client Sri, Wassem Ulla Khan s/o
sanaullakhan, Residing at Nugalabande,
Mulabagilu town and Taluk, Kolar
District, I am the Owner of the Below
said Property,while Sale Deed for
taken Digital copy ,have lost following
Document of property pertating to
below Mentioned property Situated
at Nugalabande, Mulabagilu town
and Taluk, Kolar District, had published
the factum of lost of her Original
Sale Deed,Dated;-07-09-2015, Regd
Sale Deed, Executed by Sri.Dilipkumar
s/o Kantharaja, in Favour of Smt.
Padmavathamma urf Smt, Padma
w/o B.Srinivasappa,In regd as Book
No.1,Volume No.MBL-1-01941/2015-16,
in cdno.MBLD 178, In regd before of the
SRO Mulabagal , in Respect of Property
Bearing Mulabagilu town, Nugalabande
,Municipal assessment n0.9742/2, in
Measuring 40x30 Feets, police complaint
have been filed with regards to loss
of the above said Document vide
complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
n0.2045240/2026, DATED;-04-02-2026,
and complaint dated;-04-02-2026, by
respective person,if anybody finds these
Document please inform within 7 Days
in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-04-02-2026.
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANL
MOB;-9980110692

SNTTLY TSRO, BRTEACH ,r@
Boneets mRP0ST B8S-562114, @
BRSm:-27931221, TzeonhTeed: 27931759
Website: www.hosakotecity.mre.gov.in
S0.350R /3088 T0B HORT /4807 /12/2025-26 Om0%: 04.02.2026
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To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

I, KHAJIMIYA S/o0
MAINUDDIN SAB, R/o
JAYANAGARA 6TH
CROSS, Shikarpur,
Shikaripur,
Shivamogga,
Karnataka-577427,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as KHAJAMIYA
KADASHATTIHALLI.

I, JAYAPRAKASAN
DAMODARAN NAIR S/o
DAMODARAN PAYYADAKATH
NAIR, R/o C 507, Mantri
Webcity, Parcel 1, Hennur
Main Road, Near South
Asian Bible College,
Narayanpura, Kothanur,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560077, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as JAYAPRAKASAN
KANA KADAYAKKARA NAIR.

I, Sudha J, W/o T. Jayaram, aged
38 years, R/at Kalpavruksha Nilaya,
Kengeri, Bengaluru-560056, have
changed my initial from “J” to “V” and
shall henceforth be known as Sudha V
for all official and personal purposes.
That this affidavit is executed to declare
the above facts as true and correct to
the best of my knowledge and belief.
Sworn before to me P.N.Nagesh
Notary & Advocate, Bangalore. Date:

Office of the Executive Engineer Public Works Department
(PWD), Chikkamagaluru Division, Chikkamagaluru
Short Term Tender Notice No.: 30 / 2025-26 Date:31.01.2026

In the Tender Notice seen above Tender is invited from eligible
contractors for total 34 works through KPP Portal under Head of
Account: 5054-03-337-0-17-154 State Highways - Improvements,
5054-03-337-0-16-154 State Highways Bridges - Improvements,
3054-03-102-0-01-200 Maintenance of State Highways Bridges,
4059-80-051-0-60-132 Chief Minister’s Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme other investment expenditure, 8443-00-117-
0-16-542 Deposit Contribution, 3054-03-337-0-05-200 Mainte-
nance of State Highway, 3054-04-337-1-10-200 Maintenance of
District Highways, 2216-07-053-0-01-200 Repair/Maintenance of
PWD Quarters and Judicial Quarters and 02 works through Manual
related to Sub divisions of Public Works Department,
Chikkamagaluru District. Details of capabilities to undertaking or
having implemented the works (as per Standard Tender Docu-
ment KW-1, 2, 3 & 4) should be attached. Contractors can be
awarded the contract only if they have the minimum eligibilities
as mentioned in Act 3. Minimum Approx. Amount Rs. 2.50 lakhs
and Maximum Approx. Amount Rs. 500.00 lakhs. For Manual, Eli-
gible contractors should submit application requesting blank Ten-
der Form after paying the prescribed fee from 07.02.2026 to
10.02.2026, obtain blank Tender Form on 16.02.2026 and submit
filled Tenders within 5.00 PM on 18.02.2026 and For Tender to be
submitted through KPP Portal for 34 works (Indent No. 29891,
29902, 32187 (2nd Call), SEO776 (3rd Call), SEO759 (3rd Call), 29245
(4th Call) on 07.02.2026, Indent No. SE0774 (3rd Call), on
09.02.2026, Indent No. 30073, 29598 on 10.02.2026, Indent No.
32720,32913,32714,32716,32717,32320, 32431, 32912, 32667
on 11.02.2026, Indent No. 31202, 32545, 32544, 32547, 31082,
32553, 29376, 29831, 29764, 32336, 32345, 29644, 28683, 29320
on 16.02.2026, Indent No. 30713, 32825 on 20.02.2026) tender
should be submitted within 4.30 PM. For further details the case
worker can be contacted during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Public Works Department (PWD),

Chikkamagaluru Division, Chikkamagaluru
DIPR/smg/ksmca/25-26/152/1759

03.02.2026

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT
ENGINEERING DIVISION KALABURAGI

# PWD Quarters No: 110-D, Opp: HKES Womens Polytechnic College, Iwan-E-Shahi Colony
Kalaburagi-585102 Phone/Fax No-08472 — 241982. E —mail-ee.khsdrp.kb@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

No:HFW/EE/DIVN/KLB/AE-2/tenders/2025-26/1536
TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Executive Engineer, H & FWD Engineering Division Kalaburagi invites tenders
online in KPP portal for the following works.

Date: 31.01.2026

SI. Description of work Amount put | Earnest | Cat- Period of
No. to tender Money |egory|completion
(Excluding deposit including
GST) (InRs) Monsoon
(Rs.In lakhs)
1 |Construction of Urban Primary Health 98.50 197000.00| Gen | 6 months
Centre (UPHC) at Rajapura in
Kalaburagi district.
2 |Construction of Urban Primary Health 98.50 197000.00| Gen | 6 months
Centre (UPHC) at Santhos colony in
Kalaburagi district.
3 |Construction of Urban Primary Health 98.50
Centre (UPHC) at NayaMohalla in i LY (LTI BERLU LU
Kalaburagi district.
4 |Construction of Urban Primary Health 98.50 197000.00| Gen | 6 months
Centre (UPHC) at Manvi in Raichur
district.

at 16.30 hours

Calendar of Events: 1. Last date & time for receipt of Tender Online in the Kppp-portal :
16.02.2026 up to 16:00 hours, 2) Last date & time for opening of technical bids: 17.02.2026

Note: 1) Please note henceforth any changes in the schedule will not be published through
news papers & further changes will be updated only in kppp portal. 2) All the rights are
reserved by the under signed for postponement or cancellation of entire tender process,
rejection of bids/ individual bid etc.,without assigning any reason.

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1046/KSMC&A/2025-26

Sd/- Executive Engineer
H & FWD Engineering Division, Kalaburagi
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Headmistress
denied entry over
Churidar

KOLLAM
A headmistress of an aid-
ed school in Kollam was
stopped from entering
the school on Wednesday
for wearing a churidar. Se-
curity blocked her on the
manager’s orders around
9 am. She called the po-
lice and was allowed in-
side after officers arrived.
Videos showed her sitting
outside with eggs for mid-
day meals. Police are re-
cording her complaint.
Officials said the manag-
er cannot stop entry, and
government rules allow
churidars in schools.

IIT-Bombay
student dies after
hostel fall

JAIPUR
A 21-year-old lIT-Bombay
student from Rajasthan,
Naman Agarwal, died early
Wednesday after falling
from the ninth-floor terrace
of Hostel No. 4. He was a
second-year BTech Civil
Engineering student from
Pilani. Security and fellow
students found him critical-
ly injured and rushed him to
a hospital, where he was
declared dead. Police have
registered an Accidental
Death Report. No suicide
note was found, and state-
ments from friends and
hostel mates are being re-
corded to investigate the
circumstances of the fall.

IFSO cracks
interstate cyber fraud
syndicate

NEW DELHI
The IFSO unit of Delhi Po-
lice busted an interstate
cybercrime gang involved
in a fake stock market
scam, arresting six people
and seizing nine mobile
phones. The syndicate
promised high returns on
investments through fake
trading platforms and
used mule bank accounts
to steal funds. The scam,
orchestrated by cyber-
criminals abroad, came to
light after a developer lost
[03.76 crore. Raids in Mum-
bai, Kota, Noida, and Luc-
know led to arrests.

'SIR: SC seeks ECl reply
on Bengal voter roll

The Supreme Court has asked the Election Commission to respond to

© Continued from page 1

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued a notice to
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) regarding a peti-
tion filed by West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee. She has challenged
the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in the state, claim-
ing it is causing large-scale
disenfranchisement ahead of
upcoming elections. The top
court has scheduled the next
hearing for Monday.
Banerjee’s plea requests
urgent interim orders to pre-
vent deletion of voter names,
especially those listed under
“logical discrepancy.” Senior
advocate Shyam Divan, rep-
resenting her, said the SIR
process is being rushed with
only 11 days before final

Mamata Banerjee’s petition on voter rolls

publication and just four
days to address objections.
He pointed out that about 32
lakh voters remain un-
mapped and over 1.36 crore
have been flagged for dis-
crepancies. Around 70 lakh
notices have been issued for
minor spelling differences,
often caused by translitera-

tion from Bengali to English.
Documents such as domicile,
Aadhaar, and OBC certifi-
cates are reportedly not be-
ing accepted, leaving voters
waiting in long queues.

The bench, led by Chief
Justice Surya Kant, observed
that minor spelling variations
are common nationwide and

cannot justify excluding vot-
ers. Banerjee highlighted
that women who change sur-
names after marriage and
citizens who have moved
residences are particularly
affected. She also raised con-
cerns about over 100 Booth
Level Officers falling ill or
dying due to stress.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, representing the
ECI, explained that mi-
cro-observers were appoint-
ed as West Bengal did not
provide enough officers.
The court suggested review-
ing minor spelling mis-
matches and ensuring genu-
ine voters are not disenfran-
chised. The ECI must file its
response by Monday, and
the court assured a practical
solution will be found while
the broader SIR challenge
continues.

TN cops launch drive to register
foreign nationals

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s Central Zone
police have launched a major
drive to verify foreign nation-
als and students residing in
multiple districts, ensuring
compliance with the Immigra-
tion and Foreigners Act-2025.
The initiative aims to
strengthen monitoring and en-
sure property owners and in-
stitutions follow proper pro-
cedures while hosting foreign
residents.

Officials are cross-checking
whether hotels, guest houses,
educational institutions, and
property owners have submit-
ted required details on the
Foreigners Regional Registra-
tion Office (FRRO) portal.
Under the Act, property own-
ers must submit Form ‘C’ for
foreign occupants, while for-
eign students must complete
Form ‘S’ with district Super-
intendent of Police approval.

The drive, conducted across
Tiruchy, Pudukkottai, Karur,
Perambalur, and Ariyalur dis-
tricts, revealed 439 foreign

nationals and 86 foreign stu-
dents. In Thanjavur, Tiruvar-
ur, Nagapattinam, and May-
iladuthurai districts, 32 for-
eign students were recorded
through educational institu-
tions. Overall, 461 foreign
nationals are staying in the
Central Zone, with 380 al-
ready registered. Authorities
are following up with the re-
maining 81 individuals.
Police have instructed ho-
tels, homestays, hospitals, and
institutions to upload details
of foreign occupants within
24 hours of arrival. Pending
registrations must be complet-

ed within a short compliance
window, or individuals face
fines of Rs 50,000 for Form
‘C’ violations and Rs 1 lakh
for Form ‘S’ lapses.

Senior officers said the ini-
tiative is designed not only to
enforce legal provisions but
also to maintain accurate re-
cords for security and admin-
istrative purposes, ensuring
better coordination between
local police and immigration
authorities. The drive high-
lights the state’s focus on or-
derly monitoring and account-
ability of foreign residents
across Tamil Nadu.

Kamal calls for
progressive
democracy

rooted in cinema
NEW DELHI

Veteran actor and Makkal
Needhi Maiam (MNM) Pres-
ident Kamal Haasan made his
first speech in the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday during
discussions on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s ad-
dress.

The speech highlighted his
journey from cinema to Par-
liament and his vision for a
progressive, inclusive democ-
racy.

Haasan, from Paramakudi
in Tamil Nadu, thanked Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin for his
support and credited thinkers
like Periyar, C.N. Annadurai,
and Mahatma Gandhi for
shaping his language,
thought, and political outlook.
“Many doors open for people
to serve the public, and mine
opened through cinema,” he
said, recounting how films
introduced him to Tamil his-
tory and the realities of In-
dia’s democratic promises.

| C:)ng high comnd to
decide MPs’ Kerala polls

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress high com-
mand will make the final
decision on whether sitting
party MPs can contest the
upcoming Kerala Assembly
elections, Screening Com-
mittee Chairman Madhusu-
dan Mistry said on Wednes-
day.

He noted that the matter
involves broader policy con-
siderations and multiple fac-
tors will be reviewed before
finalising candidates.

Mistry expressed confi-
dence that the leadership
would take an appropriate
view and indicated that the
Congress candidate list is
likely to be released by the
end of the month. He said it
was too early to say whether
survey reports on sitting
MLAs would influence the
decisions, adding that “vari-
ous aspects will be scru-
tinised in detail during the
selection process.”

Mistry is in Kerala to
chair screening committee
meetings and consult with
party leaders at different lev-
els. He will meet senior

leaders over the next two
days. Earlier, District Con-
gress Committee Presidents
submitted panels of probable
candidates, which will guide
the committee’s delibera-
tions.

The announcement of the
first candidate list may coin-
cide with the statewide yatra
of Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan, a move
closely watched by political
observers. In addition to
candidate finalisation, the
state Congress has begun
seat-sharing talks with allies
in the United Democratic
Front (UDF).

In the 140-member As-
sembly, Congress had con-
tested 93 seats in 2021. Oth-
er UDF partners included
the IUML (25 seats), Kerala
Congress-M (10), RSP (5),
NCK (2), Kerala Con-
gress-Jacob, CMP, and
RMPI (one seat each), along
with two supported Indepen-
dents. This time, the For-
ward Bloc may get one seat,
and two-time former Left-
backed independent P.V. An-
var has been cleared to con-
test from Beypore.

BARAMATI

Sanya Kapur Wadhwa, daugh-
ter of Captain Sumit Kapur,
the pilot of the ill-fated flight
carrying Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar,
shared an emotional note on
social media remembering her
father. The crash at Baramati
airport on January 28 claimed
the lives of all five people on
board, including the two crew
members.

In her heartfelt Instagram
post, Sanya expressed pride in
her father’s aviation career,
writing, “Papa has flown
Hon’ble Ajit Sir and other es-
teemed dignitaries, Hon’ble
ministers and superstars of this
country a couple of times...
For the last five years, I found
him flying some new super-
star, Hon’ble ministers or oth-

er Hon’ble persons of India
and always used to tell him I
am so proud of you, Papa.”
She added, “T am proud of
you, Papa, and I always will
be. I just miss you a lot. Best-
est Papa.” Earlier, she posted
pictures with her father, de-
scribing the incident as a “bad
dream” and wrote, “I am still
trying to wrap my head around
this... I love you and I always

MUMBAI

Mabharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has said
he will consider naming the
Mukhya Mantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana after the late
Ajit Pawar. The decision fol-
lows a demand by NCP
MLA Amol Mitari, a close
aide of Pawar, to honor the
former deputy chief minister
and state finance minister
who died in a plane crash on
January 28, 2026, in his
hometown of Baramati,
Pune district.

Ajit Pawar, popularly
called Dada, was 66. Mitari
said Pawar’s devotion to

women’s welfare was evi-
dent during his travels
across Maharashtra, and
naming the scheme “Ajit-
dadanchi Ladki Bahin Yoja-
na” would be a fitting trib-
ute. Speaking in Haridwar,
Fadnavis acknowledged the
demand but said the govern-
ment will discuss multiple
proposals before taking a
decision.

The Mukhya Mantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana was
launched in July 2024 by the
Maha Yuti government, led
by Eknath Shinde, ahead of
the state assembly elections.
The scheme provides Rs
1,500 per month to eligible

Daughter pens emotional note for late pilot father

will be a papa ki pari.” Captain
Sumit Kapur, the senior-most
crew member, was responsible
for all critical decisions during
the flight, including landing
and emergency management.
First Officer Shambhavi
Pathak was also on board. The
aircraft crash occurred during
landing at Baramati airport,
resulting in the death of all
five occupants.

Majhi Ladki Bahin Scheme may honour Pawar

Stalin criticizes BJP over
Oppn MPs’ suspension

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday
strongly criticized the BJP-
led Union government over
the suspension of eight oppo-
sition MPs from the Lok
Sabha, calling it undemocrat-
ic and politically motivated.
He said silencing elected rep-
resentatives undermines par-
liamentary democracy, which
should be a platform for de-
bate, accountability, and
transparency.

Stalin questioned why the
Centre seemed unwilling
to face scrutiny on

The

(\

sion. Seven Congress MPs
and one CPI-M MP were sus-
pended for the remainder of
the session for unruly con-
duct. The incident began
when Rahul Gandhi cited

parts of an unpublished
memoir of former

national security . Army Chief Gen-
and governance suspensions eral M.M. Nara-
raised by Op- followed vane while
position Lead- disruptions in the questioning
er Rahul L0k gabha aftel‘ the 2020 In-
Gandhi. In a | dia-China bor-

social media
post, he asked
why the govern-
ment was “fear-
ing” the questions,
stressing that MPs have a
duty to raise public concerns,
and the government must re-
spond.

The Chief Minister de-
manded immediate revocation
of the suspensions, warning
that denying MPs the right to
speak weakens democratic
institutions and sets a trou-
bling precedent. He empha-
sised that a healthy democra-
cy requires open debate and
discussion rather than curtail-
ing dissenting voices.

The suspensions came after
dramatic scenes in the Lok
Sabha during the Budget ses-

Rahul Gandhiciteda | 4o conflict.
memoir, sparking
protests.

The Chair dis-
allowed the ref-
erence, prompting
protests that escalat-

ed into repeated disrup-
tions, leading to disciplinary
action.

Stalin joined other opposi-
tion leaders in criticizing the
move, saying Parliament
should remain a forum for
discussion on matters of na-
tional importance, including
security and economic issues.
He warned that stifling debate
threatens democratic norms
and accountability, reiterating
that elected representatives
must be allowed to participate
fully in legislative proceed-
ings to protect the interests of
the public.

Gujarat toddler swallows
hulk toy, saved by docs

AHMEDABAD

A one-and-a-half-year-old
boy from Ahmedabad, Gu-
jarat, was recently rushed to
Civil Hospital after acci-
dentally swallowing his toy,
a plastic “Hulk” figure, his
parents reported. The
child’s mother noticed he
was vomiting and realized
one of his toys was miss-
ing, prompting immediate
medical attention.

Dr. Rakesh Joshi, Head
of Pediatric Surgery, said
the toy had lodged in the
boy’s stomach and could
have caused serious internal
injuries. “Had it moved to
the intestines, there was a
risk of blockage or rup-
ture,” he explained.

Doctors performed an
X-ray to locate the toy, fol-
lowed by a complex upper
gastrointestinal endoscopy
to remove it. The procedure
involved carefully extract-
ing the full-sized plastic
character, complete with
arms, legs, and head,

through the natural valve
connecting the oesophagus
and stomach. According to
Dr. Joshi, the toy repeatedly
slipped due to air in the
stomach, and pulling it by
its limbs risked permanent
damage to the valve.

The surgery, conducted
on January 19, was success-
ful, and the child has fully
recovered. Medical experts
emphasized that young
children often put objects in
their mouths, which can
lead to serious health risks.
They urged parents to mon-
itor toddlers closely and
keep small or potentially
dangerous items out of
reach.

The hospital said this
case highlights the impor-
tance of timely medical in-
tervention and careful en-
doscopic techniques in han-
dling unusual but potential-
ly life-threatening emergen-
cies among children. The
family expressed relief and
gratitude to the medical
team for saving their child.

women aged 21-60 years. It
aims to promote economic
independence, self-reliance,

health, and nutrition among
women.
Under the program, wom-

en receive financial support
to enhance their overall de-
velopment, encouraging par-
ticipation in social and eco-
nomic activities. The initia-
tive has been popular among
women across the state and
contributed to public good-
will during elections.

If renamed, the scheme
will serve both as financial
aid to women and a tribute
to Pawar’s contribution to
Maharashtra’s development.
Officials indicated that dis-
cussions are ongoing, and a
final decision is expected
soon, balancing the tribute
with practical administration
of the welfare program.
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Quake jolts
Tibet region causing
concern

LHASA
Tibet experienced a
4.5-magnitude earth-
quake on Wednesday,
reported the National
Center for Seismology.
The quake occurred 110
km deep. This follows a
smaller 3.2-magnitude
tremor on Tuesday at a
shallow 10 km depth,
which could trigger af-
tershocks. Shallow
earthquakes are usually
more damaging than
deeper ones. Tibet lies
on a major fault line
where the Indian plate
collides with the Eura-
sian plate, making the
region seismically active.
Authorities continue
monitoring for further
activity.

Turkish flight
engine catches fire
midflight

KATHMANDU
A Turkish Airlines flight
from Kathmandu to Is-
tanbul faced an engine
fire shortly after takeoff
on Wednesday. The right
engine caught fire four
minutes after departure,
prompting an emergen-
cy. Pilots shut down the
engine and diverted the
plane, safely landing at
Kolkata airport with 236
people onboard. Tribhu-
van Airport was briefly
closed for 15 minutes.
Authorities say the A330
aircraft is now under in-
spection. Passengers
and crew are reported
safe, and the cause of
the engine fire is being
investigated.

Baloch conflict
shows Pak security
strain

NEW DELHI
The Balochistan Libera-
tion Army (BLA) claimed
it killed at least 280 Pa-
kistani personnel during
Phase Il of “Operation
Herof.” Reports say many
Pakistani forces are re-
treating, unable to
match the BLA’s tactics.
The BLA lost 35 fighters,
including 18 suicide at-
tackers. Indian officials
noted that the conflict
has lasted nearly 60
years but is now the
most intense. Critics say
Pakistan’s leadership re-
lied on force instead of
talks with Baloch lead-
ers, leaving its security
forces overstretched and
vulnerable.

Trump signs bill ending

partial Fed shutdown

Trump signed the funding package into law this afternoon, ending a brief
shutdown that started on Saturday

WASHINGTON DC

US President Donald Trump
on Tuesday afternoon signed
the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, officially ending
the partial federal government
shutdown after three days.
Speaking in the Oval Office,
Trump said he was “thrilled”
to reopen most government
operations for the rest of the
fiscal year. The bill restores
funding to many critical de-
partments but sets a new
funding deadline for the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) in two weeks.

The US House approved
the package 217-214 after
weeks of negotiations. While
most Democrats opposed the
bill, 21 voted in favor, and 21
Republicans voted against it.
House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries emphasized that
without major reforms at
DHS, a full-year appropria-
tions bill could face serious
challenges.

The legislation ensures Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE), the Trans-
portation Security Adminis-
tration, and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) continue operating
smoothly. ICE and other DHS
programs had been relying on
$170 billion appropriated un-
der last year’s Republican tax

and spending law. Trump
praised House Speaker Mike
Johnson for his leadership in
passing the bill, calling it “in-
credible work.” Johnson high-
lighted the importance of
DHS functions beyond immi-
gration and urged bipartisan
cooperation to prevent anoth-
er shutdown in two weeks.

Officials now hope the tem-
porary funding solution buys
time for lawmakers to negoti-
ate reforms and long-term ap-
propriations. Analysts say the
bill demonstrates political
compromise, though the
looming DHS deadline sig-
nals continued tension in
Congress over federal spend-
ing priorities.

WHAT TO KNOW TODAY

SHUTDOWN ENDS: The House passed
a massive funding package to end the
brief government shutdown that began
Saturday. President Donald Trump
signed the measure into law hours later.

TRUMP-PETRO MEETING: Trump
held his first meeting with Colombian
President Gustavo Petro at the White
House. The two leaders, who have trad-
ed insults and threats over the past year,
struck an unexpectedly friendly tone

after their sit-down.

ELECTIONS DEBATE: Senate
Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D.,
said he is “not in favor” of federalizing
elections a day after Trump said on a
podcast that Republicans “ought to
nationalize the voting.”

GUN RIGHTS BACKLASH: U.S. At-
torney Jeanine Pirro, the top federal
prosecutor in the District of Colum-
bia, faces widespread criticism from
conservatives after she said in a

Fox News interview yesterday that
anyone who brings a gun into the
nation’s capital would face jail time.

counter-terror efforts

RIYADH

National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval held a key meeting with
Saudi Minister of State and Na-
tional Security Adviser Musaed
bin Mohammed Al-Aiban on
Wednesday in Riyadh. The dis-
cussions focused on bilateral
cooperation, regional issues,
and other shared interests.

Doval, who arrived in Ri-
yadh on Tuesday, was wel-
comed by India’s Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Dr. Suhel Ajaz
Khan, and Saudi Deputy Min-
ister for Political Affairs, Dr.
Saud Al-Sati. His visit under-
scores the growing strategic
partnership between the two
countries.

The meeting comes after
Saudi Arabia strongly con-
demned the January terror at-
tacks in Pahalgam and near the
Red Fort. During the 3rd In-
dia-Saudi Arabia Security
Working Group meeting on
January 28, both nations reaf-
firmed their opposition to ter-

rorism, including cross-border
attacks and threats against civil-
ians. The two sides reviewed
ongoing security cooperation
and exchanged views on coun-
tering extremism, radicaliza-
tion, terrorist financing, and
transnational organized crime.
They also discussed ways to
strengthen bilateral legal, judi-
cial, and law enforcement col-
laboration. Officials said the
next Security Working Group
meeting will be held in India at
a mutually convenient date.
Earlier, Indian officials met res-
ident Arab Ambassadors to as-
sess ongoing cooperation and
prepare for future strategic and
sectoral partnerships, ensuring
stronger regional ties and mu-
tual security interests.

Doval’s visit highlights India
and Saudi Arabia’s commit-
ment to enhancing security co-
ordination, counter-terrorism
efforts, and long-term strategic
collaboration in the region, re-
inforcing their mutual resolve
against emerging threats.

POINTS TO BE NOTED

o India-Saudi high-level security dialogue in Riyadh
o Condemnation of recent terror attacks in India

n Review of counter-terrorism cooperation
o Focus on combating terror financing & tech misuse

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

India reinforces UNDP ties for
sustainable development

NEW YORK

India has underlined its
commitment to strengthen-
ing cooperation with the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
during the Executive Board
session. Ambassador Harish
P, India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, empha-
sized six decades of partner-
ship with UNDP, particular-
ly in areas such as poverty
reduction, climate resilience,
SDG localization, and sus-
tainability through the LiFE
initiative. Ambassador Har-
ish stressed that UN reforms
should prioritize develop-
ment and enhance South-
South cooperation within the
UN system. The Indian mis-
sion highlighted the In-
dia-UN Development Part-
nership Fund as a key plat-
form supporting collabora-
tive projects and advancing
global development goals.
The discussions came as
India continues to expand its
role in international institu-
tions. On October 15, 2025,
India was elected to the
United Nations Human
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Rights Council (UNHRC)
for the seventh time, serving
the 2026-28 term. Ambassa-
dor Harish thanked member
states for their support, not-
ing the election reflects In-
dia’s ongoing commitment
to human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.

The UNHRC, composed
of 47 member states, is the
primary intergovernmental
body addressing human
rights globally. It works to
strengthen human rights pro-
tection, respond to emergen-
cies, and provide guidance

on implementing human
rights policies on the
ground.

India’s dual focus on sus-
tainable development and
human rights reflects its
strategic vision of promoting
inclusive growth and global
responsibility. By reinforc-
ing UNDP partnerships and
participating actively in the
Human Rights Council, In-
dia aims to contribute effec-
tively to international devel-
opment, climate action, and
human rights protection
worldwide.

-
AL banned, BNP narrowly leads Jamaat-e-Islami

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s national elec-
tion on February 12, 2026, is
shaping up as a historic and
unpredictable contest, with
the Awami League (AL)
barred from participating and
the BNP-Jamaat alliance
gaining ground.

According to the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, the elec-
toral landscape has shifted
dramatically, making out-
comes uncertain.

The 2026 polls are the first
since Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s government fell in
August 2024. With over 127
million eligible voters, many
will cast ballots in a truly
competitive election for the

first time. The AL’s ban and
suspension have effectively
disenfranchised millions of
supporters. In May 2025, cit-
ing security concerns, the
interim government restricted
AL activities until the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal
concluded cases against party
leaders. In November 2025,
Hasina was convicted in ab-
sentia of crimes against hu-
manity and sentenced to
death. Meanwhile, the Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) holds a narrow lead
over Jamaat-e-Islami, which
is poised to surpass its 1991
record. The BNP, one of the
country’s two main parties,
has faced criticism over al-
leged extortion, corruption,

Baloch rights body alleges
Pak targets chairman’s family

QUETTA

The Baloch National Move-
ment (BNM) has raised seri-
ous concerns over the en-
forced disappearance of its
Chairman Naseem Baloch's
father and close relatives by
Pakistani forces, describing it
as part of a long-standing pol-
icy of collective punishment
against the Baloch people.

In the early hours of Febru-
ary 2, the Pakistan Army ab-
ducted Muhammad Bakhsh
Sajdi, Naseem Baloch’s fa-
ther, along with his uncles
Naeem Sajdi and Rafiq Ba-
loch in the Hub region. The
party alleged that such actions
are not isolated incidents but
a systematic tool of repres-
sion targeting families of po-
litical activists across Baloch-
istan.

The BNM accused Paki-
stani authorities of using ex-
trajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances, drone attacks,
aerial bombardments, and re-
strictions on political, social,

and academic activities to
suppress Baloch society. Re-
cent statements by Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif and
the provincial Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti, proposing de-
ployment of additional troops,
have further fueled fears of
escalating military action.
Highlighting ongoing hu-
man rights violations, the
BNM warned that internation-
al inaction emboldens Paki-
stan to commit abuses with
impunity, describing the situ-
ation as amounting to geno-
cide. The party urged the
global community to hold
Pakistan accountable and re-
view trade and investment
partnerships, particularly
projects in Balochistan.

SOARING TROUBLE

and internal conflicts over
candidate selection. Ja-
maat-e-Islami has been gain-
ing influence through social
media campaigns, anti-India
rhetoric, and mobilization of
the Muslim electorate.

The election is also taking
place amid heightened vio-
lence, with at least 16 politi-
cians killed since the sched-
ule was announced. Over
900,000 security personnel
have been deployed to main-
tain order. The absence of
the Awami League, a major
political force, ensures that
the vote will be closely con-
tested between the BNP and
Jamaat, shaping Bangla-
desh’s political future in un-
certain times.

NZ unemployment rises to
5.4%, highest since 2015

WELLINGTON

New Zealand’s unemploy-
ment rate increased to 5.4 per
cent in the December 2025
quarter, marking the highest
level in over a decade, Stats
NZ reported Wednesday. The
last comparable peak was 5.7
per cent in September 2015.
The number of un-

employed rose by -
5,000 to 165,000, .~
while employ-
ment and labour
market partici-
pation also in-
creased. The la-
bour force partic-
ipation rate

reached 70.5 per -

cent, with 19,000 more
people actively seeking work.
“We saw higher engagement
in the labour market as both
employment and unemploy-
ment increased,” said macro-
economic spokesperson Jason
Attewell.

\EMPLOYMENT

Key points

m NZ Unemployment hits
5.4%, highest since
2015

m Labour force participa-
tion rises to 70.5%

m Female employment
grows in managerial
~ roles

m Household liv-
ing costs rise
2.2% annually

Female partici-
pation rose, with
about 20,000 more
women joining the
workforce and 16,000
gaining employment.
Growth was notable in mana-
gerial and professional roles,
while clerical and administra-
tive positions declined. Over-
all, the employment rate stood
at 66.7 per cent, underutiliza-
tion at 13 per cent, annual

wage inflation at 2 per cent,
and average hourly earnings
at NZ$43.99 (US$26.59).

Stats NZ also reported
household living costs rose
2.2 per cent year-on-year to
December 2025. The House-
hold Living Price Index
(HLPT), which includes inter-
est payments, moderated after
peaking at 8.2 per cent in
2022. The consumer price in-
dex (CPI), measuring broader
inflation including home
building costs, rose 3.1 per
cent.

Superannuitant households
faced the highest inflation at
3.8 per cent, driven by local
authority rates, electricity, and
health insurance. The high-
est-spending households saw
the lowest increase of 0.8 per
cent, thanks to an 18.6 per
cent fall in mortgage interest
payments. Rent rose 1.9 per
cent, significantly affecting
beneficiary and Maori house-
holds.
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may spark global
recession shock

Mumbai
A report by BofA Securi-
ties warned that a sharp
and long fall in the US
dollar could hurt the glob-
al economy outside the
United States. A weaker
dollar may slow growth
abroad and create defla-
tion, forcing many coun-
tries to cut interest rates.
This could limit further
dollar decline. The report
said an uncontrolled fall
would harm trade, invest-
ment, and markets. While
the dollar may weaken
slightly, a major drop
would be damaging
worldwide.

India joins
BRICS industrial
skills centre

New Delhi
India has joined the
BRICS Centre for Industri-
al Competencies to sup-
port manufacturing firms
and MSMEs. The move
was announced at an
event organised by DPIIT
in the capital. The centre,
set up with UNIDO, offers
support services and fo-
cuses on Industry 4.0
skills. A trust fund agree-
ment was signed be-
tween DPIIT and UNIDO
to confirm India’s role.
The National Productivity
Council will act as India’s
nodal centre.

India services
PMIrises, hiring
picks up

New Delhi
India’s services sector
showed stronger growth
in January as the Services
PMI rose to 58.5 from
58.0 in December, S&P
Global data showed. The
rise was driven by higher
demand, more new or-
ders, and increased out-
put. Service firms were
more confident about the
future and hired more
staff. Input costs and sell-
ing prices rose at a mod-
erate pace. Business opti-
mism improved due to
better efficiency, new cli-
ents, and steady domes-
tic and overseas demand.

BUSINESS
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India=US trade deal boosts
exports, protects sectors: Goyal

He said the sensitive sectors of the country, like agriculture and dairy,
are completely protected in the India-US trade deal

NEW DELHI

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said the India-US trade
deal supports exports while
protecting sensitive domestic
sectors.

He told the Lok Sabha that
India and the United States
are complementary econo-
mies and both gain from
deeper trade ties. Talks on a
bilateral trade agreement be-
gan after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s US visit in Feb-
ruary 2025 and continued for
nearly a year. The deal was
announced after a phone call
between Modi and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Febru-
ary 2.

Goyal said negotiators from
both sides protected important

areas such as agriculture and
dairy. At the same time, they
ensured better market access
and lower tariffs than those
faced by competing countries.
This, he said, will improve In-
dia’s export competitiveness,
especially for labour intensive
and manufacturing sectors.
The minister added that the
agreement will open new op-

‘Agri, dairy completely protected’
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal told the
Lok Sabha that India’s farmers’ interests are protected
in the India-US trade deal, as agriculture and dairy are
excluded. He said sensitive sectors were safeguarded

while creating opportunities for MSMEs, skilled workers,
and industry, and ensuring energy security for 140 crore
Indians. The deal will ease access to advanced tech-
nologies and support Make, Design, and Innovate in
India. His remarks came amid opposition protests that
disrupted House proceedings

portunities for MSMEs,
skilled workers, and indus-
tries by easing access to ad-
vanced technologies. He said
the partnership supports In-
dia’s goal of Viksit Bharat
2047 and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Goyal also spoke on energy

imports, saying energy secu-
rity for India’s population re-
mains the top priority. He said
cooperation with the US in
energy, aviation, data centres,
and nuclear power is natural.
Tariffs on Indian goods have
been reduced.

Tkea India FY25
loss widens,
revenue down

MUMBAI

Semicon India gains pace, IT
revenue touches $283 bn

NEW DELHI

Ikea India, the local unit of
Swedish home furnishings gi-
ant Ikea, reported a net loss of
Rs 1,325.2 crore for the finan-
cial year ending March 31,
2025, up from Rs 1,299.4
crore in FY24. Revenue from
operations declined 3.33 per
cent to Rs 1,749.5 crore, while
total income, including other
sources, fell 3.9 per cent to Rs
1,780.1 crore.

Despite lower revenue, the
company increased spending
on advertising and sales pro-
motions by 14.06 per cent,
reaching Rs 223.9 crore, as it
seeks to strengthen its brand
and boost sales across chan-
nels. Ikea India’s total borrow-
ings rose sharply to Rs 8,335.2
crore from Rs 7,060 crore in
FY24, reflecting continued in-
vestment in its omnichannel
expansion strategy.

Currently, Ikea operates
three large-format stores in
Hyderabad, Navi Mumbai, and
Bengaluru, along with two city
stores in Mumbai’s Worli and
New Delhi. Plans are under-
way to open two stores each in
Gurugram and Noida, with an
estimated Rs 7,000 crore in-
vestment in the National Cap-
ital Region.

Ingka Holding Overseas BV,
Netherlands, holds a 99.9 per
cent equity stake in Ikea India.
Since 2013, the government had
approved a total FDI of Rs
10,500 crore for setting up ten
stores and related infrastructure.

India secures EU market for

seafood, dairy, honey exports

NEW DELHI

India has safeguarded its bil-
lion-dollar seafood, honey,
and dairy exports as the EU
enforces stricter antibiotic
rules.

Indian exporters have suc-
cessfully retained access to
the European Union market
under the EU’s new Antimi-
crobial Resistance (AMR)
rules. These regulations, ef-
fective September 2026, re-
quire exporting countries to
demonstrate strict monitoring
of animal-origin products.
Without compliance, India’s
seafood, honey, eggs, and
dairy exports could have
faced suspension. Seafood ex-
ports alone to the EU are val-
ued at around USD 1.125 bil-
lion.

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry credited the Ex-
port Inspection Council (EIC)
and the Marine Products Ex-
port Development Authority
(MPEDA) for modernising
India’s inspection, testing,
and certification systems. The
upgraded “Official Control
System” now meets EU stan-
dards, ensuring products are
free from prohibited antibiot-
ic residues. Officials said this
alignment was key to con-
vincing EU authorities to
maintain India’s market ac-
cess.
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The agreement includes
conditional provisions for
milk and poultry products,
which will remain under clos-
er monitoring until fully com-
pliant. The Ministry high-
lighted that sustained govern-
ment efforts and timely tech-
nical interventions helped
India meet the EU’s enhanced
standards.

Looking ahead, the govern-
ment plans to maintain close
coordination with EU-ap-
proved establishments and
regulatory authorities to en-
sure smooth implementation
of the new rules. By proac-
tively upgrading domestic
monitoring and certification
systems, India has secured
uninterrupted exports while
strengthening its global trade
credibility.

This achievement protects
crucial sectors, maintains
trade revenue, and positions
India as a reliable supplier of
animal-origin products to the
EU, even under tighter inter-
national safety standards.

India’s push to build a strong
semiconductor base is ad-
vancing steadily, alongside
continued growth in the infor-
mation technology sector.

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
said the Semicon India Pro-
gramme is moving ahead
quickly, with ten major proj-
ects approved so far. The pro-
gramme, with an outlay of Rs
76,000 crore, aims to create a
complete ecosystem for chip
manufacturing in the country.
These approved projects to-
gether involve investments of
about Rs 1.6 lakh crore.

The ministry said the proj-
ects include two semiconduc-
tor fabrication units and eight

packaging units. These facili-
ties will work on key technol-
ogies such as CMOS silicon
chips, silicon carbide chips,
advanced packaging, and
memory packaging. While
construction is ongoing at
most locations, pilot produc-
tion has already begun at four
units, marking an important
step for domestic chip manu-
facturing.

The programme is also sup-
porting innovation and skills.
So far, 24 chip design projects
led by startups have received
government support. Out of
these, 16 have completed
tapeouts, and 13 have attract-
ed venture capital funding,
showing rising investor confi-
dence. In addition, 350 uni-
versities have been given ac-

cess to specialised chip design
tools, which are currently
used by around 65,000 engi-
neers.

The India Semiconductor
Mission is managing the ini-
tiative with support from in-
dustry experts and govern-
ment departments. Major
approved projects include
Tata Electronics’ fab in Guja-
rat, a packaging unit in As-
sam, and partnerships with
global firms like Micron and
Renesas.

Alongside this, India’s IT
sector continues to expand.
NASSCOM estimates sector
revenue will reach $283 bil-
lion in 2024-25. The govern-
ment is promoting IT growth
in smaller cities to spread
digital benefits nationwide.
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USISPF hosts CEA
for post-budget
investment dialogue

NEW DELHI

The US-India Strategic Part-
nership Forum hosted Chief
Economic Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran for a post-budget
dialogue to discuss India’s
growth plans and investment
outlook. The interaction fo-
cused on economic resilience,
fiscal priorities, and measures
announced in the Union Bud-
get 2026.

USISPF said the Budget
signals stability through tax
certainty, easier compliance
rules, and a forward looking
policy framework. Industry
leaders discussed how these
steps could translate into
higher investment, innova-
tion, and long term confi-
dence. The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
from the US Embassy and
members of USISPF’s India
Board.

The forum earlier wel-
comed the Union Budget
2026-27, calling it a balanced
roadmap to boost competi-
tiveness and ease of doing
business. It praised steps on
trade facilitation, customs re-
form, tariff rationalisation,
and banking sector improve-
ments. USISPF highlighted
digital customs systems, Al
based inspections, and faster
cargo movement at ports.
These reforms are expected to
cut delays, improve transpar-
ency, and lower logistics costs
for businesses.

USISPF President Mukesh

¢ Aghi said the Budget mod-

The US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum
held a post-budget

discussion with India’s

Chief Economic
Advisor to review
reforms, investment
outlook, and economic
resilience after the
Union Budget

ernises India’s economy and
supports future growth. He
welcomed the tax holiday for
cloud services using local
data centres, calling it a major
boost for jobs. Aghi said sup-
port for Al IT, and data cen-
tres will help India become a
global digital hub. He added
that USISPF looks forward to
working closely with the gov-
ernment to deepen US-India
economic ties.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented the
Union Budget in Parliament
on February 1. She said the
Budget is driven by youth
power and clear duties to
support long term develop-
ment. The dialogue reflected
shared goals to strengthen
reforms, attract global capi-
tal, encourage innovation,
and build a resilient economy
that supports sustainable
growth, jobs, and stronger
cooperation between India
and the United States. Such
engagement signals confi-
dence in India’s policy direc-
tion after the latest Budget
announcement today.

Full FDI insurance boosts
regulators, sector growth: LIC

MUMBAI

LIC Managing Director
Dinesh Pant said the govern-
ment’s decision to allow 100
per cent foreign direct invest-
ment in insurance has
strengthened the role of regu-
lators and improved oversight
of the sector. He said recent
announcements in Budget
2026 show clear intent to rec-
ognise insurance as a key
driver of economic growth
and a tool to reduce India’s
protection gap.

Pant said the government
remains focused on achieving
the goal of Insurance for All
by 2047. He added that policy
steps such as the insurance
amendment bill and GST
changes underline the impor-
tance given to the industry.
The amendment bill, cleared
in December, allows 100 per
cent FDI, lowers net worth
requirements for insurers, and
gives greater authority to reg-
ulators.

Pant welcomed the reduc-
tion of GST on individual life
and health insurance from 18
per cent to zero, effective
September 22, 2025. He said
this move makes insurance
more affordable and allows
companies to pass on savings
to customers. All individual
life policies and health cov-

ers, including senior citizen
plans, are now exempt from
GST.

He said the government is
also encouraging insurers to
review cost structures and im-
prove service quality, espe-
cially distribution expenses.
Commenting on Budget 2026,
Pant noted the rise in capital
expenditure to Rs 12.2 lakh
crore from Rs 11.4 lakh crore.
He said high utilisation of
capex supports infrastructure
growth and has wider eco-
nomic benefits.

On the outlook, Pant said
GDP growth for FY27 is pro-
jected at 7.4 per cent. He add-
ed that despite global volatil-
ity and a weaker rupee, In-
dia’s economic fundamentals
remain strong. He expressed
confidence in term policy sta-
bility.

SEBI aims to strengthen corporate
bond market growth

NEW DELHI

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey said the regulator is
working to deepen India’s
corporate bond market.
Speaking at the pan-India out-
reach program for corporate
bonds, he outlined a three-
pronged approach: improve
primary issuances, enhance
secondary market liquidity,
and increase investor aware-
ness. Pandey said these steps
will help strengthen funding
for industries and services
while providing more invest-
ment options for investors.
The corporate bond market
has grown rapidly, with out-
standing bonds reaching Rs

58 lakh crore from Rs 17 lakh
crore, reflecting a 12 per cent
CAGR. Bonds now account
for 60 per cent of industrial
funding, up from 40 per cent
earlier.

Pandey also highlighted
municipal bonds as an emerg-
ing option for urban infra-
structure finance. While only
12 municipal bonds have been
issued so far, he said the mar-
ket has high potential. To pro-
tect investors, revenues are
held in escrow, ensuring only
financially stable municipali-
ties can issue bonds.

To attract foreign portfolio
investors, SEBI is reducing
trade frictions and regulatory
uncertainties. Measures in-

clude digital document sub-
mission, simplified block
deals, and a consultation paper
on netting to streamline oper-
ations. Pandey said removing
regulatory barriers can accel-
erate capital formation.

The Chairman stressed the
importance of retail investor
participation. With 138 mil-
lion investors in India, SEBI
aims to guide those hesitant
about equity risks to diversify
into bonds. He said educating
investors on market access
and risk profiles is key to
making the bond market more
inclusive and robust, support-
ing sustainable economic
growth and infrastructure fi-
nancing.

SaaS Al surge triggers global IT stocks sell-off
lnbss.

NEW DELHI

Indian IT stocks slid sharply
on Wednesday after US Al
firm Anthropic expanded its
enterprise Al assistant with a
new automation layer capable
of managing end-to-end busi-
ness workflows, fuelling fears
of widespread disruption to
the software industry, dubbed
the “SaaSpocalypse.”
Infosys shares fell 8.36 per
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cent and Wipro
dropped 4.45 per cent
intraday, with their
US-listed shares also
declining. Global
consulting majors Ac-
centure and Cognizant lost
nearly double digits. Software
firms including Salesforce,
Adobe and DocuSign, along
with legal-tech players such
as LegalZoom and Thomson
Reuters, were hit as investors

worried Al automa-
tion could reduce de-
mand for traditional
SaaS products.

Anthropic’s up-
grade enables auto-
mation plugins to execute full
operational processes on a
single platform. PL Capital’s
Vikram Kasat said sentiment
has turned bearish, prompting
rapid exits from software
stocks.

Govt deactivates 2.5 cr Aadhaar IDs of deceased to avoid fraud

NEW DELHI

The government has deacti-
vated over 2.5 crore Aadhaar
numbers linked to deceased
people to prevent fraud and
misuse. The move was con-
firmed in Parliament by Min-
ister of State for Electronics
and IT Jitin Prasada.

He said removing inactive
records is vital to protect the
accuracy of the Aadhaar sys-
tem, the world’s largest bio-
metric database.

Officials explained that

Aadhaar numbers must be
cancelled after death to stop
identity fraud and illegal ac-
cess to welfare benefits. With
nearly 134 crore active Aad-
haar holders, keeping records
updated is a major challenge.
Deaths are often registered in
places different from Aadhaar
addresses, making coordinat-
ed action important.

The exercise is part of a
wider effort to ensure subsi-
dies and services reach only
genuine, living beneficiaries.
The government said regular

ZN

AADHAAR

data cleaning helps close gaps
that could be exploited by
fraudsters.

Several security features
are already in place. Aadhaar

users can lock and unlock
biometric data to block unau-
thorised access. Face authen-
tication now includes liveness
detection to confirm a real
person is present and prevent
fake attempts. Entities using
Aadhaar must store numbers
in encrypted Aadhaar Data
Vaults.

The ministry stressed that
UIDALI does not share core
biometric data with any third
party. For offline use, secure
QR codes and paperless
e-KYC reduce risk while al-

lowing easy verification.

To help families update re-
cords, a new Aadhaar app al-
lows secure sharing of cre-
dentials and reporting of
deaths. Officials said regular
de-duplication and deactiva-
tion will keep Aadhaar reli-
able, secure, and free from
leaks, strengthening trust in
digital public services across
India. Authorities said the
process will continue nation-
wide with states, hospitals,
and families cooperating
closely together.
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FARMERS SHAPING THE FUTURE OF INDIA

1. The Rural 2. Agriculture at a %5 Farming in the Age

Heartbeat of a Crossroads of Economy , of Climate Uncertainty
1 1 : o Climate change poses the greatest threat to Indi-
GrOWIHg Natlon and Emp loyment i e an agriculture, disrupting rainfall, seasons, and
India’s villages form the emotional Indian agriculture reflects a striking con- A i crop reliability. Farmers are responding with in- 6 The Dlgltal Transformatlon
and economic backbone of the coun- tradiction—while contributing about 18 * -~ i 8 novation—adopting drought-resistant varieties,
try, and farmers stand at the center ~ percent to GDP, it employs nearly half the g "- micro-irrigation, and crop diversification. Tradi- Of Ind] an Farms
of this rural pulse. Rising before workforce. This imbalance exposes bl i tional methods like watershed management are
sunrise, they sustain a population of ~ structural challenges but also immense being revived alongside modern solutions. Shifts ~ Technology is reshaping Indian agriculture at unprecedented
more than 1.4 billion while anchor- opportunity. Farmers today navigate a FERS away from water-intensive crops reflect growing  speed. GPS-based precision farming, drones, soil sensors, and
ing India’s development journey. As complex intersection of traditional FRARR environmental awareness. These adaptations re- ~ mobile apps enable smarter decision-making. Farmers now
the nation moves toward global eco- wisdom, modern technology, climate ; veal farmers as frontline climate responders, access real-time weather updates, market prices, and advisory

nomic prominence, the sustainabili- uncertainty, and volatile markets.
ty of this growth depends heavily on Productivity must increase without
agriculture. Farmers are no longer exhausting resources, and incomes

whose choices today will determine agricultural ~ services through smartphones. Even smallholders benefit from
resilience and resource availability for future  digital tools that reduce costs and increase yields. Technology
generations. has become a powerful equalizer, narrowing infor-

only food producers; they are deci- must rise without excluding small- . mation gaps and improving prof-
sion-makers whose choices influ- holders. How farmers adapt to these oy itability. The digital farm
ence equity, environmental balance, pressures will shape rural liveli- is no longer a con-
and long-term prosperity. Their re- hoods and national stability. This -~ ’_ z b cept—it is a lived
silience and evolving role ensure moment represents a turning point oy reality across
that progress remains rooted in in- where innovation and policy must = rural India.
clusivity and food security. align with grassroots realities. i _,J".' p'.rj.-#ﬁ} __,p

3. Tradition Meets Technology
in Indian Farming

Agriculture in India is deeply cultural, shaped by centuries of
tradition, festivals, and collective memory. Yet today’s farmers
blend this heritage with modern tools. The monsoon is still re-
vered, but weather apps and satellite forecasts now guide plant-
ing decisions. This coexistence of ancient practices and digital
solutions defines contemporary farming. Respect for ancestral
knowledge strengthens adaptability, while technology improves
efficiency and resilience. Indian farmers demonstrate that prog-
ress does not _  require abandoning tradition—it thrives
when _ % the past and present work together.

7. Organic Farming and
Sustainable Choices

Organic farming represents a shift toward eco-
logical balance and market opportunity. Sik-
kim’s transition into India’s first fully organic
state proved that sustainability and success
can coexist. Despite initial challenges, organ-
ic farming improved soil health and opened ‘
premium markets. Inspired by this model, Nt
farmers nationwide are embracing chemi- \ \\\\ ‘
cal-free cultivation. This movement reflects a LA
deeper philosophy—trecognizing soil, biodi- \ \
versity, and human health as interconnected.
Organic farming signals a future where agri-
culture works with nature, not against it.

£
8. Women as Catalysts
of Agricultural Change

4. Lessons e
from the Green
Revolution

The Green Revolution transformed
India from a food-deficient nation into
a self-sufficient one. High-yield crops,
scientific research, and farmer partic- »
ipation drove historic gains. However, | *
long-term consequences such as soil
degradation, water depletion, and
chemical dependency emerged. To-
day’s farmers must sustain productiv-
ity while repairing ecological damage.
They act as cultivators, scientists, and
environmental stewards simultaneous-
ly. This phase of Indian agriculture
demands smarter inputs, balanced
practices, and sustainable innovation
to ensure food security without ,
sacrificing natural re- | v
sources.

10. Farmers as Entrepreneurs
and Market Leaders

Direct marketing, contract farming, and value addition are transforming
farmers into entrepreneurs. Partnerships with retailers, processors, and
restaurants provide assured markets and better prices. Some farmers now
operate brands, processing units, and direct-to-consumer platforms. This
shift creates rural employment and demonstrates that farming can be prof-
itable and aspirational. By controlling more of the value chain, farmers
reclaim economic dignity and reshape rural business ecosystems.

9. Collective
Power of Small

and Marginal
Farmers

Small and marginal farmers
face persistent challenges—
fragmentedland; price Vol
tility, limited credit, and!poor
infrastructure. Farmer Pro-
ducer Organizations (FPOs)
are changing this reality
th,ough collective strength.
By: aggregating produce, ac-
( sing inputs at scale, and
stmg in shared infrastruc-

11. Natural Farming and ~ 12. Cultivating Knowledge

Women form a vital yet historically un ECOloglcal Renewal and the NeXt Generatlon
gig;lcgggvliflegdtgogoesglhggg? g%glccélslst;l;g' Zero Budget Natural Farming and simi- Knowledge-sharing has accelerated through
their contributions are immense. Increas. lar approaches reduce dependence on cost- farmer networks, social media, and digital
ing access to land rights, credit, and train- ly chemical inputs. Using local resources platforms. ) .
ing is transforming w sitan it agricul- and natural processes, farmers lower ex- Innovations spread rapidly across regions,
tural leaders. Self-help groups and coop- penses while improving soil health and strengthening collective learning. At the same
eratives empower women-led enterprises climate resilience. Thousands across south- time, attracting youth to agriculture is essen-
particularly in dairy, horticulture, an d ern and hill states report higher profitabil- tial. Startups, mechanization, and agritech
food processing. Th oir lead ership often ity and crop quality. Natural farming rede- innovations are making farming more appeal-
emphasizes sustainability and community fines success—prioritizing sustainability, ing. When young people see agriculture as a
§ welfare. Recognizing women farmers is resilience, and long-term ecological bal- field of innovation and impact, the future
ot just social justice —it strengthens ag- ance. It reflects a fundamental rethinking becomes brighter. Farmers, old and young,
! ricultural productivity and rural resilience. of productivity beyond short-term yield are shaping a sector rooted in wisdom and
\"'”W & EN R AN L metrics. driven by possibility.
i " K\ /A i, Y
o6 o o6 o o6 o
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Bencic, Svitolina make
history as mothers
inside tennis top 10

MELBOURNE

Belinda Bencic and Elina
Svitolina have created a
landmark moment in wom-
en’s tennis by becoming
the first mothers to be
ranked inside the WTA top
10 at the same time, a mile-
stone hailed as a break-
through for the sport.
Switzerland’s Bencic re-
turned to the elite bracket
in January for the first time
since stepping away from
competition in September
2023 to give birth to her
daughter, Bella. In the lat-
est rankings released on
Monday, she was joined by
Ukraine’s Svitolina, who
climbed into the top 10 fol-
lowing her impressive run
to the semifinals of the
Australian Open.
Svitolina, the mother of
daughter Skai, sealed her
return to the upper echelon
with a string of strong per-
formances in Melbourne,
underlining her successful
comeback after maternity
leave. The achievement of
the two players together
marks an unprecedented
moment in WTA history.
“Two mothers ranked in-
side the WTA’s Top 10
rankings for the first time
is an incredible moment for
tennis and for women’s
sport,” said WTA chief ex-
ecutive Portia Archer. She
added that the milestone
reaffirmed the organisa-
tion’s commitment to en-
suring women can balance

Belinda Bencic and
Elina Svitolina
become first
mothers together
inside WTA top 10.

elite sport and motherhood
without sacrificing either.

The WTA’s Family Fo-
cus Program has played a
key role in enabling such
comebacks. The initiative
offers ranking protection
during pregnancy, postpar-
tum support, assistance
with returning to competi-
tion, and paid maternity
leave, allowing players to
resume their careers with
greater security.

Bencic, currently ranked
ninth, said her return to the
top tier was deeply person-
al. “Coming back to the
Top 10 one year after re-
turning from maternity
leave is something I am
incredibly proud of,” she
said, describing the journey
as physically and mentally
demanding.

World number 10 Svito-
lina echoed those senti-
ments. “It’s a dream to re-
turn to the WTA Top 10.
Doing it as a mother means
so much to me,” she said.

At the top of the rank-
ings, Aryna Sabalenka and
Iga Swiatek remain first
and second respectively,
while Australian Open
champion Elena Rybakina
climbed to third, rounding
out another reshuffle at the
summit of women’s tennis.

Gianni Infantino’s Russia ban
remarks spark anger in Kyiv

BENGALURU

FIFA president Gianni Infanti-
no’s recent comments suggest-
ing that the ban on Russian
teams has “not achieved any-
thing” have triggered sharply
contrasting reactions, drawing
praise from the Kremlin while
provoking strong condemna-
tion from Ukraine amid pom
the ongoing war. el
Russian clubs and
the national team have
been suspended from
FIFA and UEFA com-
petitions since Febru-
ary 2022, following Mos-
cow’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine. Infantino’s remarks,
reopened debate on the future
of that ban and immediately
became politically charged.
The Kremlin welcomed the
FIFA chief’s words, calling
them a step in the right direc-
tion. Kremlin spokesperson

—

Dmitry Peskov said Russia
hoped that its footballers’
“rights would be fully restored”
and that discussions on the
country’s return to international
competitions would eventually
take place within FIFA. “It’s
high time to think about this,”
Peskov said, adding that Rus-
sian football should not remain
» isolated indefinitely.

Ukraine reacted
with anger, describing
Infantino’s comments
as deeply inappropri-
ate during an active
war. Sports Minister
Matviy Bidnyi labelled the
remarks “irresponsible” and
“infantile,” stressing that
more than 650 Ukrainian ath-
letes and coaches have been
killed since the invasion be-
gan. “The ban must remain as
long as Russians continue to
kill Ukrainians,” Ukrainian
officials said.
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strike sinks former club

Arsenal’s dream season continues as Havertz seals Wembley date with winner

LONDON

Arsenal’s increasingly mem-
orable season will now in-
clude a return to Wembley
Stadium after Kai Havertz
struck deep into stoppage
time to sink former club
Chelsea and send the Gunners
into the English League Cup
final.

Havertz’s late goal secured
a 1-0 win in the semifinal sec-
ond leg at the Emirates Stadi-
um, completing a 4-2 aggre-
gate victory over Chelsea.
Arsenal will face either Man-
chester City or Newecastle

United in the final on March
22, with City holding a 2-0
advantage ahead of the sec-
ond leg.

The victory adds another
milestone to a campaign that
has seen Mikel Arteta’s side
lead the Premier League by
six points, top the Champions
League standings with eight
straight wins, and advance to
the fourth round of the FA
Cup. Arsenal have not lifted a
major trophy since winning
the FA Cup in 2020.

“The last few years we’ve
been close but not quite good
enough,” midfielder Declan

Rice said. “This season we’ve
got that extra fire to go one
step further in every competi-
tion. Reaching a final with
this club is special.”
Havertz, who played for
Chelsea from 2020 to 2023,
delivered the decisive mo-
ment after coming on as a
69th-minute substitute. Latch-
ing onto Rice’s pass on the
counter, the German rounded
goalkeeper Robert Sanchez
and calmly slotted home with
virtually the last kick of a
tense and scrappy contest.
Chelsea had adopted a cau-
tious approach early on, con-

tent to soak up pressure and
remain in the tie. Late intro-
ductions of Cole Palmer and
Brazilian winger Estevao add-
ed intent, but Arsenal’s reso-
lute defence restricted the
visitors to long-range efforts
and set-piece threats.

Arsenal are chasing a third
League Cup title after tri-
umphs in 1987 and 1993, hav-
ing finished runners-up six
times. Victory would mark
Arteta’s second trophy as
manager and further validate
the club’s steady rise after
several painful near-misses in
recent seasons.

Manu Bhaker to
test preparation
at Asian Shooting
Championships

BENGALURU

Indian shooting star Manu
Bhaker will get an early op-
portunity to assess her prepa-
rations for a demanding sea-
son when she competes at the
Asian Rifle/Pistol Champion-
ships. The continental event
will see a strong Indian con-
tingent of 24 senior shooters
in action on home turf.

With major competitions
such as the Asian Games,
World Championships and
Olympic quota events lined
up this year, the champion-
ships assume added signifi-
cance for In- ’
dia’s shoot- 5
ers. The W
squad has
been selected
purely on
merit follow- sb &
ing rigorous Mk mmaR) i
selection trials, with past in-
ternational performances also
taken into account to gauge
readiness for the season
ahead. All eyes will be on
Bhaker, the double Paris
Olympics medallist, who is
keen to build consistency af-
ter a relatively quiet
post-Olympic phase. Apart
from a silver medal in the
10m air pistol at the Cairo
World Cup, the 23-year-old
has had limited individual
success in recent months but
remains upbeat.

“The end goal for me is the
2028 Olympics,” Bhaker said
during a virtual media interac-
tion.

Yuki Bhambri scripts Indian tennis
history, enters ATP doubles Top 20

NEW DELHI

Yuki Bhambri etched his
name into Indian tennis histo-
ry by becoming only the sec-
ond Indian after Rohan
Bopanna to break into the
ATP men’s doubles Top 20,
underlining his steady rise
among the world’s elite dou-
bles specialists.

Bhambri achieved the mile-
stone following a strong run
at the Australian Open, where
he partnered Sweden’s Andre
Goransson to reach the third
round. The performance
earned him crucial ranking
points, lifting him from
No. 22 into the Top
20 and making
him the first
Indian men’s 4
doubles
player
since
Bopanna to
reach the landmark.

The Indo-Swedish pair
showed impressive form in
Melbourne. They began their
campaign with a straight-sets
win over Australian wildcards
James Duckworth and Cruz
Hewitt before producing a
spirited comeback in the sec-
ond round to defeat the expe-
rienced duo of Santiago Gon-
zalez of Mexico and David
Pel of the Netherlands.
Though their run ended in the

Indian tennis stars ‘going to be

BENGALURU

India’s Davis Cup team will
pose a serious challenge in the
Qualifiers first-round tie this
weekend, Netherlands captain
Paul Haarhuis said, praising the
home side’s recent form and
resilience. The two teams face
off at the SM Krishna Tennis
Stadium, with a place in the
World Group at stake.

The Dutch squad arrived in
Bengaluru and took stock of
the venue as India continued
its practice sessions. Haarhu-
is, a former world No. 1 dou-
bles player and six-time Grand
Slam champion, was impressed
by the conditions and the inten-
sity of the Indian camp.

“It’s an important match for
both teams,” Haarhuis said.
“Everybody wants to be in the
next round in September. The
Indians have played well to
get here, and they’re going to
be strong opponents. I’'m ex-

i i
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pecting a very tough match.”

India enter the tie high on
confidence after a memorable
3-1 win over ninth-seeded
Switzerland in a World Group
I encounter, a result that
marked their first victory over
a European side in Europe
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third round, the consistency
displayed across matches
proved enough to propel
Bhambri into the elite
bracket.

Bhambri’s ascent has been
the result of sustained perfor-
mances over the past year. In
2025, he reached the US
Open semifinals alongside
New Zealand’s Michael Ve-
nus, narrowly missing out on
a maiden Grand Slam final
after a closely fought loss to
Neal Skupski and Joe Salis-

bury. Earlier in the season, he
claimed his first ATP 500 title
at the Dubai Tennis Champi-
onships with Alexei Popyrin,
saving multiple match points
in a dramatic final.

Last year also saw Bhambri
rise to become India’s No. 1
doubles player, ending
Bopanna’s long reign at the
top of the national charts.
Training out of the Roundg-
lass Tennis Academy,
the 33-year-old has reinvent-
ed his career by focusing
on doubles after injury set-
backs earlier in his singles
journey.

With his confidence high,
Bhambri is now set to com-
pete in ATP 500 _
events in the A%
Middle East
before turning
his attention to
national duty.
He is ex-
pected to

coming Davis
Cup tie against the
Netherlands, carrying
both form and history
into the contest.

Asian Ch’ship: Pistol shooter
Esha Singh clinches gold,
Samrat settles for bronze

NEW DELHI

Olympian Esha Singh car-
ried her rich vein of form
into the new season,
clinching the women’s
10m air pistol gold as India
enjoyed a strong start on
the opening day of the
Asian Championship (rifle/
pistol) here on Wednesday,
while reigning world
champion Samrat Rana
had to be content with a
bronze in the men’s event.
The 21-year-old Esha
produced a composed dis-
play under pressure to fin-
ish atop the podium with a
score of 239.8 in the final.
She came from behind to
fend off a stiff challenge
from Chinese Taipei shoot-
ers Cheng Yen-Ching
(235.4), who took silver,
and Yu Ai-Wen (217.7),
the bronze medal-
list. India’s Suruchi
Singh also featured
prominently before
finishing fourth.
Esha’s latest tri-
umph marked her
second individu-
al senior
A sian
Champion-
ship gold,

adding to the title she won
in Jakarta in 2024 at just
19. The Hyderabad shooter
had ended last season on a
high as well, winning the
ISSF World Cup Final gold
in Ningbo, China.

Teenager Suruchi, who
had led the final after the
first 10 shots, slipped during
the elimination stages, while
double Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Manu
Bhaker finished seventh in
the eight-shooter final. De-
spite fluctuating scores
across the field, Esha held
her nerve with a series of
high 10s to surge ahead
when it mattered most.

In qualification, Suruchi
topped the Indian contingent
with 576, while Manu and
Esha both shot 575. The trio
later combined to win the
team gold with an aggre-
gate of 1,726, ahead of
Vietnam and Chinese

Taipei. In the men’s
10m air pistol, Sam-

rat Rana, gold med-

allist at last year’s

World Champion-
ships, showed prom-
ise after finish-
ing second in

qualification

with 581.

since 1993. In contrast, the
Netherlands suffered a 1-3
loss to Argentina in Septem-
ber 2025, making this tie cru-
cial for their campaign.
Despite missing their top
two singles players — Tallon
Griekspoor and Botic van de

" Dutch captain
Paul Haarhuis
expects tough

challenge
Zandschulp against confi-
LG\ ELE S dent Indian side

lands remain
optimistic. Haar-
huis explained that

scheduling conflicts, includ-
ing the ATP 500 event in Rot-
terdam next week, influenced

strong’ in Davis Cup: Haarhuis

their absence. “Tennis is an
individual sport. Players de-
cide their schedules. Of
course, I want my best play-
ers, but we respect their
choices,” he said.
Jesper de Jong, ranked 88,
will lead the Dutch singles
charge, supported by 23-year-
old Guy den Ouden. Experi-
enced doubles players David
Pel and Sander Arends are ex-
pected to anchor the pairing.
Haarhuis noted that arriving
four days early would help
his team adjust to local
conditions. “The focus
is on our strengths,” he
said, while keeping a
close watch on the In-
dian players during
practice. Meanwhile,
India received a boost
as Sumit Nagal returned
to training, with the team
management hopeful he will
be match-ready despite a re-
cent hip strain.

Midfielder N’Golo Kanté joins
Fenerbahce after transfer delay

ISTANBUL

Fenerbahce has completed the
signing of World Cup-win-
ning midfielder N’Golo
Kanté after administrative is-
sues briefly threatened to de-
rail his move to the Turkish
club, ending days of uncer-
tainty surrounding the
high-profile transfer.

The Istanbul giants con-
firmed Kanté’s arrival on
Wednesday, though the fi-
nancial terms of the deal
were not disclosed. Fener-
bahce president Sadettin
Saran expressed his grati-
tude to Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, crediting
his “significant sup-
port” in helping
bring the transfer to
a successful con-
clusion.

Kant¢é joins

Fenerbahce from Saudi Pro
League side Al-Ittihad, where
he had been playing since
moving there in 2023. The
deal appeared close to col-
lapse earlier this week when
Fenerbahce publicly blamed
Al-Ittihad for administrative
errors that initially prevented
the transfer from being com-
pleted. The Turkish club had
suggested on Tuesday that the
move was off due to delays in

Y paperwork from the Saudi

side.

However, the situation
took a turn when Al-Ittihad
later posted a fare-
well message on
 social media plat-
form X, confirm-
ing that it had
agreed “to sell
the remaining
period” of
Kanté’s con-

tract.
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Stats-driven job: Dhoni explains
why commentary doesn’t appeal

Former India captain MS Dhoni says commentary demands statistical mastery and delicate judgement

NEW DELHI

Former India captain Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni has virtually
ruled out a stint in the com-
mentary box, describing the
role as a demanding and deli-
cate job that relies heavily on
statistics — an area he admits
is not his strength.

The 44-year-old, who led
India to three ICC titles, has
largely stayed away from
public cricket discussions
since retiring from interna-
tional cricket in 2020. His as-
sociation with the game is
now primarily through the
Indian Premier League, where
he continues to turn out for
Chennai Super Kings.

Speaking during a YouTube
interaction, Dhoni said com-
mentary involves walking a
very fine line between de-
scribing the game and unin-
tentionally criticising players.

“Commentary is very diffi-

cult. There is a very thin line
between describing the game
and getting into a zone where
you start criticising individu-
als,” Dhoni said. “Often, you
don’t even realise that what
you are saying may be bor-

derline wrong.”

Dhoni explained that good
commentary requires the skill
to explain why a team is
struggling without making in-
dividuals feel targeted. “If the
team is losing, there are rea-
sons behind it, and you need
to describe those reasons
without anybody feeling bad.
That is the art of commen-
tary,” he added.

Apart from the sensitivity
involved, Dhoni said his in-
ability to memorise statistics,
including his own numbers,
puts him at a disadvantage.
“I’m not good with stats.
There are people who know
stats about players from every
era. If you ask me about my

own stats, I’ll have to think,”
he admitted.

The former wicketkeep-
er-batter also spoke about his
approach to advice, both in
cricket and life, saying he pre-
fers listening over speaking.
“I’'m a very good listener. If |
don’t know about a topic, I
don’t speak much because I
absorb more by listening,” he
said.

With a smile, Dhoni also
confessed that one thing he still
struggles with is phone conver-
sations. “I like to sit across and
speak to people. I’'m very awk-
ward on the phone,” he joked,
adding that he is “glad” he
hasn’t improved much in that
department.

RCB eye second crown, DC
aim to break jinx as WPL
set for thrilling finale

VADODARA

Royal Challengers Benga-
luru will look to claim
their second Women’s Pre-
mier League title and draw
level with Mumbai Indi-
ans, while Delhi Capitals
aim to finally break their
finals jinx when the tour-
nament’s two most enter-
taining sides clash in the
summit showdown here on
Thursday.

Under Smriti Mandha-
na’s leadership, former
champions RCB have en-
joyed a dream run this sea-
son, repeatedly showcas-
ing resilience and the abil-
ity to bounce back under
pressure. That character
was evident early on as
they became the first team
in WPL history to begin a
campaign with five con-
secutive wins.

RCB’s strength has been
their knack for producing
match-winners at crucial
moments. Australian star
Grace Harris rediscovered
her touch with a blistering
75 against UP Warriorz,
while Gautami Naik’s im-
pressive 73 against Gujarat
Giants powered a com-
manding victory in the
playoffs. Though Mandha-
na, Harris, Georgia Voll
and Richa Ghosh have not
always been consistent,
timely contributions have
often proved decisive.

The bowling unit has
risen to the occasion as
well. Nadine de Klerk has
been outstanding, picking
up 15 wickets to sit third
on the season charts, while
Shreyanka Patil’s
five-wicket haul against
Gujarat underlined RCB’s
spin strength. With pace
support from Sayali Sat-
ghare, Mandhana’s side
looks well-rounded head-
ing into the final.

Delhi Capitals, mean-
while, will be desperate to
shed their unwanted record
of finishing runners-up in
all three previous editions.
Now led by Jemimah Ro-
drigues, the Capitals have
leaned heavily on a potent
bowling attack spearhead-
ed by Chinelle Henry and
the impressive Nandani
Sharma, who has taken 16
wickets this season.

Delhi’s batting has also
begun to click at the right
time. Lizelle Lee and Sha-
fali Verma forged a crucial
partnership in the Elimina-
tor, while Laura Wolvaardt
has been a pillar of consis-
tency throughout the cam-
paign. With a strong South
African core lending cohe-
sion and experience, Delhi
will hope the fourth time
proves lucky, while RCB
seek to reinforce their sta-
tus as a WPL powerhouse
in what promises to be a
high-quality finale.

MS Dhoni says fitness and performance, not age, should decide careers

Dhoni backs ‘Ro-Ko’ to continue, calls
India a dangerous force at T20 WC

NEW DELHI

Former India captain Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni has strongly
backed senior batters Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli to
continue their international
careers, insisting that age
should never be the deciding
factor as long as players re-
main fit and perform consis-
tently. He also tipped India as
one of the most dangerous
sides heading into the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup, which
will be co-hosted by India and
Sri Lanka.

Speaking during an interac-
tion facilitated, Dhoni initially
responded with humour when
asked about Rohit and Kohli’s
potential participation in fu-
ture World Cups. But he
soon adopted a firm tone,
questioning why anyone
should dictate when a player
must stop.

“For me, age is not a crite-
rion. Performance and fitness
are,” Dhoni said. “Nobody
should be told anything. Ev-
eryone should be treated the
same way. If you are perform-
ing and you are fit, you
should keep playing.”

The 44-year-old, who con-

e

tinues to feature in the IPL for

Chennai Super Kings,
stressed the irreplaceable val-
ue of experience. According
to Dhoni, true experience
comes only after prolonged
exposure to pressure situa-
tions, something younger
players cannot acquire over-
night.

“You can’t get experienced
people easily. A player be-
comes experienced only after
handling pressure consistently
over many games,” he said,
adding that a balanced mix of
youth and experience is cru-
cial for sustained success.

With India head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir remaining
non-committal on the future
of Rohit and Kohli, Dhoni re-

iterated that selection should
be straightforward. “Perform
and stay fit, you play. Don’t
perform or aren’t fit, you’re
out. There should be no spe-
cial cases.”

Turning his attention to the
T20 World Cup, Dhoni said
India possess all the ingredi-
ents of a champion side under
Suryakumar Yadav’s leader-
ship. However, he cautioned
against the impact of dew
during evening matches.

“It’s one of the most dan-
gerous teams,” Dhoni said.
“My only worry is dew. It
changes everything and
makes the toss very crucial. If
injuries are avoided and play-
ers fulfil their roles, India will
be extremely hard to beat.”

Australia look to ward
off injury concerns
for strong T20 WC show

BENGALURU

Genuine contenders in the lat-
est edition of the T20 World
Cup, Australia face a stiff
challenge in overcoming inju-
ry worries and key absences
as they attempt to reclaim the
title they last won in 2021.

The Australians have en-
joyed a strong run in T20 in-
ternationals since the 2024
World Cup, winning 17 of
their 21 matches. However,
that momentum took a hit
during their recent tour of Pa-
kistan, where they were
whitewashed 3-0, underlining
the difficulties of playing in
Asian conditions. While their
overall record now stands at
17 wins and seven losses
from 24 games, concerns
around squad balance loom
larger than form.

The bowling attack has
been hit the hardest. Mitchell
Starc’s retirement from T201s
has deprived Australia of an
experienced left-arm spear-
head, while captain Pat Cum-
mins will miss the tournament
after failing to recover fully
from a back injury. Josh Ha-
zlewood, another frontline
pacer, is also racing against
time due to an Achilles niggle
and may miss the early
matches.

Though bowlers like Na-
than Ellis, Ben Dwarshuis and
Xavier Bartlett offer depth,
they lack the experience and
intimidation factor of the ab-
sent trio. Spin, however, ap-
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Australia enter T20

World Cup battling
injuries, retirements,
and demanding
subcontinental
conditions.

pears better covered with
Adam Zampa leading the at-
tack, supported by Glenn
Maxwell, Matt Kuhnemann
and Cooper Connolly.

Australia’s batting, in con-
trast, looks well settled. Tra-
vis Head headlines a powerful
lineup that includes Mitchell
Marsh, Maxwell, Tim David,
Cameron Green, Josh Inglis
and Marcus Stoinis, all of
whom have experience in
subcontinental conditions
through the IPL. Their ability
to counter spin, especially at
Pallekele, could define Aus-
tralia’s campaign.

Placed in Group B along-
side Sri Lanka, Ireland, Zim-
babwe and Oman, Australia
will play all league matches
in Colombo and Pallekele.
With spin-friendly conditions
expected, particularly against
Sri Lanka, the road to the Su-
per Eight will demand depth,
adaptability and the big-
match temperament that
has long defined Australian
cricket.

SAI faces shrinking coach pool as
numbers dip sharply in six months

CHENNAI

With India set to host the
Commonwealth Games in
2030 and pushing for the
2036 Olympics, worrying
cracks are emerging in the
country’s sporting ecosystem.
The Sports Authority of India
(SAI), the government’s flag-
ship body for sports develop-
ment, is grappling with an
acute and worsening shortage
of coaches.

According to data shared in
a Lok Sabha reply during the
2026 Budget Session, the to-
tal number of coaches across
SAI centres has fallen from
860 in July last year to 788 —

—

a decline of 72 in just six
months. The overall shortage
has now risen to 48 per cent,
up from 45 per cent, despite
repeated recruitment drives.
The situation is particularly
alarming at the elite level.
The number of High Perfor-
mance Coaches (HPCs) has
dropped by nearly 50 per
cent, from 15 in July 2025 to
just eight currently, against
around 50 sanctioned posts.

PSL move offers Steve

MELBOURNE

Veteran Australia batter Steve
Smith has signed with new
Pakistan Super League fran-
chise Sialkot Stallionz after
being overlooked for Austra-
lia’s T20 World Cup squad, a
move aimed at reviving his
short-format career and push-
ing for a national recall.
Despite impressive perfor-
mances in recent months, in-
cluding a productive Ashes
series and a strong Big Bash
League campaign with Syd-
ney Sixers, Smith failed to

make the cut for the T20
World Cup to be co-hosted by
India and Sri Lanka from
February 7. The omission has
come as a surprise to many,
given his form and experi-
ence.

According to a report,
Smith has become the first
player signed by the Stallionz,
one of the two new franchises
introduced in the PSL for the
2026 season. The addition of
Sialkot Stallionz and Hyder-
abad Kingsmen takes the total
number of teams in the league
to eight.

The 36-year-old has been
open about managing his ca-
reer on a day-to-day basis but
remains ambitious. Smith has

previously stated his desire to
be part of the 2028 Los Ange-
les Olympics, where cricket
will make its return in the T20
format, making continued ex-
posure in franchise leagues a
key part of his plans.

Sialkot Stallionz have ap-
pointed former Australia Test
captain and current Australia
‘A’ coach Tim Paine as their
head coach, lending the fran-
chise a strong Australian in-
fluence. Hyderabad Kings-
men, meanwhile, will be
coached by former fast bowl-
er Jason Gillespie.

Smlth route back to T20 reckoning

The PSL will conduct its
first-ever player auction on
February 11. However, Smith
has been secured as a “direct
signing”, with each franchise
permitted to rope in one play-
er ahead of the draft.

Smith enjoyed a solid BBL
season, scoring 299 runs in
six innings for Sydney Sixers,
underlining his continuing
value in the shortest format. A
successful stint in the PSL
could strengthen his case for
a T20I comeback, especially
with Australia entering a tran-
sitional phase in the format.

Indian women dominate Myanmar
in Asia Team Championships opener

QINGDAO

Defending champions India
made a commanding start to
their title defence at the Bad-
minton Asia Team Champion-
ships, outclassing Myanmar
5-0 in their opening Group Y
tie here on Wednesday.

India set the tone early
through Tanvi Sharma, who
needed just 32 minutes to get
past Thet Htar Thuzar 21-13,
21-16 in the first singles. Shar-
ma controlled the rallies with
assurance and rarely allowed
her opponent to settle, giving
India an early advantage.

Rakshitha Sree Santhosh
Ramraj then doubled the lead
with a dominant display

against Eaint Chlt Phoo
Showing composure and con-
sistency, Rakshitha cruised to
a 21-12, 21-6 win, keeping
the pressure firmly on Myan-
mar and pushing India closer
to an unassailable lead.

The tie was sealed by Mal-
vika Bansod in the third sin-
gles. Up against Lin Lin Htet,
Bansod displayed maturity at
crucial moments, especially in
a closely contested first game,

before closing out the match
21-19, 21-12 to ensure India’s
victory.

With the result already de-
cided, the Indian doubles
pairs continued the one-sided
affair. Priya Konjengbam and
Shruti Mishra maintained In-
dia’s dominance by defeating
Su Latt and Thet Htar Thuzar
21-15, 21-16 in the first dou-
bles encounter.

The experienced duo of Tree-
sa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
then wrapped up proceedings in
emphatic fashion. The pair hard-
ly broke a sweat as they brushed
aside the combination of Htet
and Phoo 21-8, 21-6, underlin-
ing India’s depth and balance
across singles and doubles.

White coats, thin wallets: Why India’s
cricket umpires are strugglmg to stay afloat

CHENNAI

From the outside, umpiring in
Indian cricket appears a re-
spectable and reasonably paid
profession. The reality on the
ground, however, tells a very
different story, especially for
officials operating at the state
and domestic levels.
Sudhir Rao (name
changed), a state-level um-
pire, takes leave from his
regular job to officiate in in-
ter-district matches. For
nearly seven hours on the
field, he earns about 3,000
a day. While that may seem
fair, the catch lies in the

number of days he actually
gets work. Many umpires
struggle to officiate even 40
days in a year, pushing their
annual earnings to a modest
%1-1.5 lakh, often offset fur-
ther by salary cuts from their
primary employment.

In recent years, umpiring
has attracted many former
cricketers, aided by BCCI
policies that favour ex-play-
ers through relaxed qualifi-
cation pathways. This influx,
however, has not been
matched by an increase in

domestic matches. The result
is a surplus of umpires shar-
ing the same limited pool of
games, sharply reducing in-
dividual earnings.

Earlier, umpiring was via-
ble largely because officials
held government jobs that
offered security and pen-
sions. That safety net has
nearly vanished, with gov-
ernment employment be-
coming scarce. While pen-
sions exist, they are limited
to umpires who officiated
internationally before 2006,
leaving most current offi-
cials without long-term fi-
nancial assurance.
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