
KATHMANDU

Voting will be held on Thurs-
day for the general elections, 
the first one to be held after a 
Gen Z youth led protest toppled 
the K P Sharma Oli-led govern-
ment in Nepal last year.

More than 18.9 million eli-
gible Nepalese will exercise 
their franchise to elect 275 
member House of Represen-
tatives (HoR) from among the 
3,406 candidates vying for 
165 seats under direct voting 
and 3,135 candidates vying 
for 110 seats through propor-
tionate voting.

The election campaign con-
cluded mid-night of Monday, 
March 2. The voting will start 
at 7 am on Thursday, March 
5, and conclude at 5 pm.

Acting Chief election com-
missioner Ram Prasad Bhan-
dari told media persons on 
Wednesday, “This time the 
voting percentage will in-
crease and the percentage of 
invalid ballot papers will also 
decline due to improved voter 
education launched by the 
commission.” He also sought 
cooperation from all sides to 
conduct the election success-
fully.

The Gen Z youth through 
their two-day intensified pro-
tests on September 8 and 9 
overthrew Prime Minister Oli, 
chair of the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Unified Marxist–Lenin-

ist) -- CPN-UML -- who was 
heading a coalition government 
with the backing of Nepali Con-
gress that enjoyed nearly two 
third majority support.

After Oli was forced to re-

sign from the post, President 
Ramchandra Paudel dissolved 
the House of Representatives 
on September 12 and appoint-
ed Sushila Karki as the care-
taker PM.

The major issues raised by 
Gen Z are anti-corruption, good 
governance, end to nepotism, 
generational change in political 
leadership etc. CPN-UML led 
by Oli has emerged as the hard-
liner force. Though the Pra-
chanda led NCP claims to have 
addressed the issues raised by 
the Gen Z, they have not hand-
ed over the party leadership to 
the younger generation.

Nepal general election today, first after Gen Z toppled govt
FROM PROTESTS TO POLLS

WAR? WE’VE ONLY JUST BEGUN: US
War enters Day 5 in ‘smoke and blood’ as markets slide; US-Israel trade strikes with Iran as IRGC warns of ‘complete destruction’ of 
regional infrastructure; Trump pledges safe Mideast oil transit; but Kpler says oil tanker traffic through Strait of Hormuz down 90%

DUBAI

The Middle East conflict has reached 
a critical flashpoint on its fifth day of 
large-scale combat operations.  

After the confirmed death of Iran’s 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei in a 
targeted strike on February 28, joint 
US-Israeli forces have intensified ‘Op-
eration Epic Fury’.  

Over 1,250 targets across Iran, in-
cluding ballistic missile hubs, naval 
assets, and intelligence headquarters, 
have been struck as part of a campaign 
to dismantle Tehran’s nuclear and mil-
itary infrastructure.

The fighting has showed no signs of 
abating five days after it erupted, with 
Israel and Iran continuing to exchange 
airstrikes and missile fire. Hundreds of 
people have died in Iran and dozens 
elsewhere in the region, while the US 
says six of its servicemen have been 
killed.

“We have no trust in the Americans 

and no intention of negotiating with 
the US,” Mohammad Mokhber, an ad-
viser to the late Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei who was slain in 
the first salvo of strikes, told Iran’s 
state-run television.

In all, about a dozen nations have 
become embroiled in the conflict, with 
Tehran striking U.S. bases and embas-
sies across the Middle East, and Israel 
launching an air and ground offensive 
against Hezbollah in Lebanon after it 
came under attack from the Iran-
aligned group. China, India, Japan and 
South Africa are among a host of na-
tions to express concern about the 
mounting impact of the conflict.

As Tehran vows a “scorched earth” 
retaliation, the global economy remains 
in a state of high alert. While interna-
tional gold prices saw a slight correction 
on Wednesday from record highs, they 
remain elevated near $5,100 per ounce, 
reflecting deep market anxiety over the 
potential closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

WASHINGTON

US Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth on Wednesday said 
America was winning in the 
war against Iran and ⁠that the 
US military could fight ⁠as 
long as needed with the use of 
unlimited stock pile of preci-
sion gravity bombs.

Speaking at a Pentagon me-
dia briefing on the progress of 
‘Operation Epic Fury’, he 
said American and Israeli 
forces have taken control of 
Iran’s airspace and waterways 
as military operations against 
Tehran enter their fifth day, 
claiming the Iranian air force 
has effectively been neu-
tralised. The campaign was 
still in its early phase.

“Four days in, we have only 
just begun to fight,” he said, 
adding that US and allied oper-
ations had significantly degrad-
ed Iran’s military capabilities.

He claimed that Iranian air 
defences and aviation assets 
have been severely damaged.

“The Iranian air force is no 
more,” he said, claiming that 
combined US and Israeli op-
erations now control Iran’s 
airspace and key maritime 
approaches without deploying 
ground troops. “Thousands of 
Iranian missiles and drones 
have been intercepted and va-
porised,” Hegseth added. 

He further claimed that a 
commander of an Iranian unit 
allegedly involved in an earli-
er attempt to assassinate US 
President Donald Trump had 
been located and killed during 
the ongoing operations. “Iran 
tried to kill Trump, but Trump 
got the last laugh,” he said.

He asserted, ‘US will have 
complete control of Iran skies 
in a week,’ adding that more 
forces are arriving to launch 
strikes on Tehran.\

What’s happening? 
n �Heavy explosions con-

tinue to rock Tehran. As 
per Iranian state media 
reports, strikes in the 
port city of Minab have 
resulted in over 165 
casualties.

n �US Defence Secretary 
Pete Hegseth, during a 
press briefing at the Pen-
tagon on Wednesday, 
said the “leader behind 
effort to assassinate 
President Donald Trump 
has been killed.”

n �The western military 
alliance NATO has con-
demned Iran’s targeting 
of Turkey after reports 
emerged that a ballistic 
missile was destroyed by 
the NATO air defences 
in eastern Mediterranean 
on Wednesday.

n �US President Donald 
Trump has defended 
the offensive as a “last 
chance” to ensure 
regional stability and 
prevent Iran from obtain-
ing nuclear weapons. 
CENTCOM has con-
firmed the first Ameri-
can casualties during 
ongoing ground and air 
operations.

n �Following the death of 
Iranian supreme leader 
Khamenei, President 
Masoud Pezeshkian has 
activated Article 111 of 
the Iranian Constitution, 
establishing a provisional 
Leadership Council to 
manage the transition.

n �Oil transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz is at 
“extreme risk” as the wa-
terway may be closed to 
all commercial shipping.

n �In a significant blow to 
energy markets, Qatar 
has halted LNG produc-
tion, and drone strikes 
have been reported on 
fuel infrastructure at 
Oman’s Duqm Port.

US Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth said Wednesday that the 
Iranian warship IRIS Dena which 
sunk off the Sri Lankan coast was 
attacked by a US submarine in 
the Indian Ocean. Hegseth called 
the attack “quiet death” and the 
first US sinking of an enemy ship 
by torpedo since World War II. 
“An American submarine sunk an 
Iranian warship that thought it 
was safe in international waters. 
Instead, it was sunk by a torpedo,” 
Hegseth said. The US military 
said it destroyed 17 Iranian ships, 
including a submarine, and struck 
nearly 2,000 targets in Iran, a top 
US commander said earlier on 
Wednesday.

US submarine 
torpedoed  
Iranian warship

COLOMBO

The war in West Asian has 
seemingly reached the Indi-
an Ocean as an Iranian Navy 
frigate that had taken part in 
the Indian Navy’s Interna-
tional Fleet Review (IFR) 
and the multinational Exer-
cise ‘Milan’ in Visakhapat-
nam in mid-February was 
hit by a torpedo fired by a 
US Navy nuclear-powered 
attack submarine in the Indi-
an Ocean Region (IOR) ear-
ly Wednesday.

At least 88 were people 
killed in a US submarine 
strike on an Iranian warship 
in the Indian Ocean, Sri 
Lanka’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister told local televi-
sion.

Sri Lankan navy source 
said the vessel, IRIS Dena, 
issued a distress call south 
of Sri Lanka around dawn, 
soon after the strike, trigger-
ing a search. “What we 
know at this point is that 79 
people were rescued and 
brought to the hospital and 
one of them had died. An-

other ⁠101 are believed to be 
missing and the vessel has 
sunk.” 

Foreign Minister Vijitha 
Herath informed Parliament 
that Sri Lanka’s navy re-
ceived information that the 
Moudge-class frigate IRIS 
Dena, with 180 onboard, 
was under distress in inter-
national waters about 40 
nautical miles south of Sri 
Lanka, and that the island 
nation sent ships and air 
force planes on a rescue 
mission.

It is also learnt the vessel 
was scheduled to halt at Ko-
chi for refuelling before be-
ginning its onward passage 
westward towards the Per-
sian Gulf.

Earlier, the US military 
stated that it destroyed ⁠17 
Iranian ships, ⁠including a 
submarine, and struck near-
ly 2,000 targets in Iran. “To-
day, there is not a single 
⁠Iranian ship underway in the 
Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hor-
muz, or Gulf of Oman,” US 
⁠Central Command’s ⁠Brad 
Cooper stated in an X post.

US sub sinks 
Iranian warship 
in Indian Ocean, 

88 killed

TEHRAN

Operatives from Iran’s Ministry of In-
telligence signalled openness to the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) to talks on ending the war, the 
New York Times reported on Wednes-
day, citing officials ⁠briefed ⁠on the mat-
ter. The offer was made through an 
unnamed country’s spy agency, the 
NYT said, citing Middle Eastern offi-
cials and officials from a Western na-
tion who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. The White ⁠House and the CIA 
did not immediately respond to it.

‘Iran intel signaled openness  
to talks with CIA to end war’

The Iranian air 
force is no more. 

The combined 
US and Israeli 

operations now 
control Iran’s 

airspace and key 
maritime 

approaches 
without 

deploying 
ground troops
—Pete Hegseth,  

US Defence 
Secretary

‘Will target Israeli 
embassies worldwide if...’ 

Iran will target Israeli embassies 
worldwide if Israel attacks the Iranian 

Embassy in Lebanon, said Iranian 
armed forces spokesman Abolfazl 
Shekarchi. “Until now, we have not 

cared about the embassies of Zionist 
regime, but if they targets our Leba-
non embassy, then all its embassies 

will become targets for us.”

6 children drown while 
taking bath in pit in Bihar

Pro-Khamenei protesters 
in Bengaluru booked 

MOTIHARI: Six children, in-
cluding five girls, drowned 
while taking bath in a wa-

ter-filled pit in Bihar’s East 
Champaran district, police 

said on Wednesday. The de-
ceased have been identified 

as Diksha Kumari (12), So-
nakshi Kumari (9), Priya Ku-
mari (7), Arayadhya Kumari 

(11), Choti Kumari (8), and 
Prince Kumar (11). “As per vil-

lagers, when one of the girls 
entered the pit to take a bath, 

she slipped and started 
drowning, and in a bid to save 

her, the others, too, jumped 
into the water and drowned.” 

BENGALURU: The Bengaluru 
police have booked a case 
against those who took out 
a protest march in the city 
condemning the killing of 
Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Speaking to reporters on 
Wednesday, Home Minister 
G Parameshwara said cases 
have been filed against the 
protesters who gathered in 
large numbers in the city 
without nod. “We have regis-
tered cases where they have 
violated the rules. First of all, 
they are not supposed to 
take out a rally without nod.” 

QUICK READ

Qatar shuts LNG output; supplies to India hit
QATAR

Qatar has halted liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) production 
after its facilities came under 
attack amid the ongoing West 
Asia conflict, disrupting sup-
plies to India and squeezing 
feedstock availability for key 
domestic sectors.

India, which depends on 
long-term LNG contracts with 
Qatar for a significant share of 
its gas needs, has seen a tem-
porary suspension of cargoes, 
leading to supply cuts up to 
40% for a range of industrial 
consumers and city gas distri-
bution (CGD) companies.

While some industrial users 

can switch to alternative - 
though costlier - fuels, the 
CNG-retailing city gas sector 
has warned of severe stress. 
CGD operators said replacing 
contracted Qatari volumes 
with spot LNG priced at more 
than double the contracted 
rate could erode CNG’s price 

advantage and result in a per-
manent shift of customers to 
electric vehicles.

Petronet LNG Ltd, India’s 
largest LNG importer, hasn’t 
been able to send ships to Qa-
tar to ferry LNG as the Strait 
of Hormuz - a narrow ship-
ping route through which 

West Asian countries, includ-
ing Qatar, export most of their 
oil and gas - is all but closed.

Qatar has also shut down liq-
uefied natural gas production at 
the world’s largest export facil-
ity - which also supplied gas to 
India - after it was targeted in 
an Iranian drone attack.

Iraq, Kuwait could  
stop oil exports in days
If the conflict involving Iran 
and the Gulf states, resulting 
from the Israel-US joint oper-
ation and retaliatory strikes by 
Tehran, does not stop by Fri-
day, there could be a supply 
cut of 3.3 million barrels per 
day of crude oil. 

Iran claims to have taken total 
control of Strait of Hormuz
The situation escalated amid Iranian media 
reports that the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
have closed the Strait of Hormuz and that 
Iran would fire on any ship attempting to pass. 
If the waterway is closed for long, the losses 
could escalate to 3.8 million bpd around day 15 
since the start of the conflict on February 27. 

Trump pledges safe 
Mideast oil transit
US President Donald Trump 
said the US will ensure safe 
passage of oil from the Mid-
dle East to head off a poten-
tial energy crisis caused by 
the war with Iran, which con-
tinues to reverberate across 
the region and roil markets. 
Trump said Wednesday said the 
US International Development 
Finance Corporation would offer 
insurance “at a very reasonable 
price” to help ensure the flow of 
energy and other commercial 
trade in the Gulf. The US Navy 
will begin escorting tankers 
through the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz “as soon as possible” 
if necessary, he said.

Russia signals backup oil supply 
to India amid ‘war shock’

MOSCOW

Russia is reportedly preparing 
to ship around 9.5 million 
barrels of crude oil to India in 
a move aimed at cushioning 
the country against mounting 
supply disruptions triggered 
by escalating tensions in  
West Asia. 

The offer comes at a time 
when energy markets are rat-
tled by fears of prolonged 
conflict affecting key mari-
time routes, particularly the 
Strait of Hormuz, through 
which a substantial portion of 
India’s crude imports normal-

ly transit. With shipping risks 
rising and freight and insur-
ance costs climbing, the addi-
tional Russian barrels are be-
ing viewed as a timely  
intervention to steady supply 
lines.

The volume under discus-
sion, while modest relative to 
India’s total consumption, is 
significant in the context of 
short-term stress. India pro-
cesses roughly five to six mil-
lion barrels of crude per day, 
and its commercial and strate-
gic reserves provide only a 
limited cushion against sud-
den supply shocks.

Earlier, the US military  
stated that it destroyed 17 
Iranian ships, including a 

submarine, and struck nearly 
2,000 targets in Iran.
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Israel-US war 
tie faces test 
as Iran crisis 

widens

India-Japan eye 
collab to explore 

rare earth deposits 
in Rajasthan
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2 waste bins mandatory for buildings above 2 floors
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Dwelling units with more than 
two floors in the city will soon 
be required to maintain at least 
two waste-collection bins with-
in their premises, Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA) Chief 
Commissioner Maheshwar Rao 
announced during a public 
grievance meeting of the East 
Corporation.

The directive comes amid 
mounting complaints about 
irregular garbage collection 
and poor waste management. 
Over 200 residents attended 
the meeting at the corporation 
office, with many flagging 
delayed or missed visits by 
garbage collection vehicles.

Responding to the con-
cerns, Rao instructed the 
health department to treat 
waste management as a public 

health priority and draft a reg-
ulation mandating two sepa-
rate bins — one for wet waste 
and another for dry waste — 
in all buildings above two 
floors. The rule will also ap-
ply to Paying Guest (PG) ac-
commodations. “Our vehicles 
will collect waste from the 
bins regularly,” Rao assured 
residents.

It remains unclear whether 

the regulation will initially 
apply only to the East Corpo-
ration or be extended across 
all city corporations under the 
GBA.

Residents highlighted prac-
tical challenges. V.P. Krishna 
from TC Palya said many 
working professionals are un-
able to hand over waste when 
collection vehicles arrive 
during office hours. “It would 

help if vehicles could come 
twice a day, morning and eve-
ning,” he said.

Rao acknowledged the con-
cern but cited resource con-
straints. “Currently, we do not 
have the capacity to send ve-
hicles twice daily. However, a 
new waste management pack-
age tender is in the pipeline 
and should improve the situa-
tion,” he said. He added that 
the Bengaluru Solid Waste 
Management team will pre-
pare a micro-plan to stream-
line operations in the area.

Apart from waste manage-
ment, residents raised issues 
of building violations, alleg-
ing lax enforcement and de-
lays in demolition of unautho-
rized structures. Rao directed 
engineers to act promptly on 
complaints and, after due in-
spection, ensure that electric-

ity and water connections to 
violators are disconnected. He 
also sought status reports on 
buildings where demolition 
orders had been issued but not 
implemented.

The meeting witnessed 
brief disruptions when resi-
dents holding token numbers 
above 100 protested long 
waiting times and the closed-
door format. More than 150 
tokens were issued, with 
grievances heard individually 
in a conference hall.

Some participants argued 
that a closed setting defeated 
the purpose of public interac-
tion. Rao responded by prom-
ising future meetings in open 
venues and directed officials to 
conduct ward-level meetings at 
least once a month, preferably 
on Saturdays, to address civic 
issues more effectively.

ACTION FOR ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

QUICK READ

Uber’s  
aggregator  

licence renewed
CH NEWS, BENGALURU
After a prolonged tussle 
with authorities, Uber’s 
aggregator licence has 

been renewed by the Kar-
nataka State Transport 

Authority (KSTA), allow-
ing the ride-hailing plat-
form to continue opera-

tions in the state. In a 
statement, Uber said the 

licence has been renewed 
under the Karnataka 

On-Demand Transporta-
tion Aggregator Rules, 
2016. The renewed li-
cence is valid for five 

years, from December 31, 
2021, to December 30, 
2026. Officials clarified 
that Uber had originally 
applied for a licence in 

2016. Following court in-
tervention, a licence was 

granted for the 2016–
2021 period. After its expi-

ry, the company sought 
renewal, which has now 

been approved after  
sustained follow-up  

with the department.

B’luru airport brawl: 
Tout attacks security 

guard at KIA, case filed
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 25-year-old security 
guard was allegedly as-
saulted and threatened 

by a cab driver acting as a 
tout at Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA). 
The injured guard, Deba-
sish Biswas, was on duty 
in the Quad area of Ter-
minal 2 when he noticed 
the accused, Gangadhar, 

attempting to forcibly 
pick up passengers and 

causing inconvenience to 
others. When Biswas 

asked him to leave the 
premises, an argument 
broke out. Police said 

Gangadhar assaulted and 
abused Biswas and later 
followed him home, issu-
ing death threats. A case 

has been registered under 
relevant sections of the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

AP stalling Almatti height hike; 
Centre must intervene: DCM

Karnataka urges Centre’s intervention as Andhra objects to dam height increase
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister D. K. Shivakumar on 
Tuesday accused the Andhra 
Pradesh government of ob-
structing the proposed in-
crease in the height of the 
Almatti Dam and urged the 
Centre to immediately inter-
vene in the matter.

Speaking at his official res-
idence, Shivakumar said 
Andhra Pradesh had written 
to the Union government op-
posing the raising of the 
dam’s height from 519 metres 
to 524 metres and seeking to 
prevent the issuance of a ga-
zette notification. “It is not 
appropriate for Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra to 

interfere in this matter when 
there is already a decision in 
place,” he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
noted that the issue is current-
ly before the Supreme Court 
of India. He pointed out that 
Karnataka had decided in a 
Cabinet meeting on Septem-
ber 16, 2025, to acquire 1.33 

lakh acres of land for the proj-
ect and allocate ₹70,000 crore 
in three phases. Compensa-
tion between ₹35 lakh and 
₹40 lakh per acre had been 
fixed for affected landowners, 
he added. However, Andhra 
Pradesh has questioned the 
land acquisition process.

Shivakumar recalled that a 
decision taken on December 
30, 2010, permitted the use of 
water from 177 TMC to 330 
TMC. “We have been press-
ing for the notification for the 
last 12 years. Some people 
went to court, but there is no 
stay from the Supreme 
Court,” he said.

Responding to concerns 
about possible flooding, he 
said a Central government 

committee had already report-
ed that raising the height to 
524 metres would not cause 
flooding in neighbouring 
states. “Nothing will happen 
if we keep going back to 
court. The Centre should act 
according to the earlier or-
der,” he asserted.

Shivakumar also urged Kar-
nataka’s Members of Parlia-
ment to raise the issue during 
the upcoming Lok Sabha ses-
sion beginning March 10 and 
press the Prime Minister  
and the Union Jal Shakti Min-
ister for a resolution. He indi-
cated that he is preparing to 
lead an all-party delegation to 
Delhi to seek a political  
solution to the long-pending 
dispute.

Craft beer culture 
may be fuelling 

obesity in Bengaluru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

As Bengaluru’s microbrewery 
scene continues to thrive, 
doctors are raising concerns 
about its unintended health 
consequences. A recent study 
published in the International 
Journal of Obesity found a 
clear, dose-dependent link be-
tween alcohol consumption 
and Visceral Fat Mass (VFM). 
Using DEXA scans of 5,761 
adults, researchers observed 
that individuals in the highest 
alcohol consumption group 
had over 10% more visceral 
fat than light drinkers, regard-
less of overall body fat.

City doctors say this pattern 
is increasingly visible in clin-
ics. “Microbrewery culture 
has become a significant driv-
er of weight gain, especially 
when added to a sedentary, 
high-stress urban lifestyle,” 
said Dr. Somnath Chatterjee, 
Medical Director at Prakriya 
Hospitals. “It is rarely just 
one glass of beer — it’s mul-
tiple pints, heavy starters, late 
nights, and very little move-
ment.” He noted that many 
young professionals are pre-
senting with increased waist 
circumference, early fatty 
liver, borderline blood sugar, 
and elevated blood pressure, 
often with a history of fre-
quent brewery visits.

Experts highlight that craft 
beers differ significantly from 
standard bottled lagers. While 

a regular beer contains about 
100 to 150 calories per serv-
ing, craft beers can range 
from 150 to 300 calories. “If 
a rich craft beer has 300 calo-
ries and someone consumes 
five or six portions, that’s 
1,500 calories from beer 
alone,” said Dr. Gaurav Singh 
of Gleneagles Hospital. Com-
bined with food, a single out-
ing can total 2,500 to 3,000 
calories.

Doctors also point to calo-
rie-dense brewery menus — 
fried starters, cheesy pizzas, 
creamy pastas and desserts 
— as compounding the prob-
lem. Beyond weight gain, 
physicians report abnormal 
liver enzymes, disturbed 
sleep, gastritis, acid reflux 
and increased diabetes risk 
among regular consumers.

BOX: Dr. Manjunath Ma-
lige of Sakra World Hospital 
noted that nearly one in two 
adults in urban clinical set-
tings is overweight or obese 
due to multiple lifestyle  
factors.

In Bengaluru, India’s 
microbrewery capital, 

doctors warn that 
calorie-dense craft beers 
— often higher in alcohol, 
sugar, and calories than 

regular lagers —  
are emerging as a 

significant contributor  
to weight gain.Groundwater Crisis: BWSSB  

Readies K10-Crore Summer Plan
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

As many as 65 wards in the 
city’s western and northern 
corporation limits have re-
ported alarming groundwa-
ter depletion, prompting the 
Bangalore Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board (BWS-
SB) to roll out a ₹10-crore 
summer action plan to avert 
shortages.

A recent study by the In-
dian Institute of Science 
(IISc), conducted in collab-
oration with central and 
State groundwater agencies, 
flagged a looming crisis as 
Bengaluru braces for anoth-
er intense summer marked 
by soaring temperatures and 
rising demand. Officials 
said the report used AI-driv-
en analytics and Internet of 
Things-based groundwater 
monitoring systems to track 
water tables across vulnera-
ble zones.

Scientists analysed bore-
well data, recharge patterns, 
extraction rates and season-
al variability before project-
ing peak summer stress. 
W h i l e  t r e n d s  m i r r o r  
last year’s findings, the de-
cline is sharper in high-den-
sity residential pockets and 
apartment clusters in north, 

northwest and east Bengal-
uru.

BWSSB’s mitigation plan 
prioritises new water con-
nections in affected wards, 
intensified borewell surveil-
lance and ensuring optimal 
functioning of RO plants. 
Field teams have been di-
rected to repair damaged 
pipelines, identify house-
holds without formal con-
nections and fast-track sup-
ply to apartment complexes.

Chairperson Ram Prasath 
Manohar said additional stor-
age tanks will be installed in 
vulnerable localities, with 
temporary water distribution 
points set up in slums and 
densely populated areas. Ef-
forts will also be made to 
strengthen Cauvery water 
supply wherever feasible.

Construction sites will be 
monitored to ensure exclu-
sive use of treated water. 
Public taps at temples, malls 
and government offices will 
be fitted with aerators to 
curb wastage. Penalties will 
be imposed for non-essen-
tial use of potable water for 
vehicle washing, gardening 
and cleaning.

“We are not waiting for 
tankers to become the only 
option. Preventive steps are 
being implemented immedi-
ately in all 65 wards identi-
fied as groundwater-stress 
zones,” Manohar said.

Affected areas include 
Jakkur, Hebbal, Nagawara, 
Ramamurthy Nagar, KR Pu-
ram, Vijayanagar, Naga-
rabhavi, Koramangala and 
Kengeri, among others.

Loan-recovery 
agent stabbed to 

death after stepping 
on man’s foot

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 31-year-old loan-recovery 
agent was allegedly murdered 
following a trivial altercation 
while eating dosa outside a 
hotel in Basaveshwaranagar.

The victim, Shashikumar, 
had gone to Sri Raghavendra 
Veg and Dosa Corner on 
Thimmaiah Road with a 
friend. Around the same time, 
the accused, identified as 
Manjunath, was also at the 
eatery. According to police, 
the small hotel has limited 
space, forcing customers to 
stand on the footpath and 
roadside while eating.

During the rush, Shashiku-
mar allegedly stepped on 
Manjunath’s foot, sparking a 
heated argument. In a fit of 
rage, the two reportedly man-
handled each other. Manjunath 
then called his brother, Bhag-
yaraj alias Papu, to the spot. 
Police said that soon after arriv-
ing, the brothers allegedly as-
saulted Shashikumar and 
stabbed him on the neck and 
shoulder. He collapsed on the 
spot and succumbed to his inju-
ries before he could be shifted 
to hospital. A case has been 
registered and further investi-
gation is under way. 

Motorists to pay for parking 
on 42 Jayanagar roads

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has rolled out a 
pay-and-park system across 
42 road stretches in Jayanagar 
as part of a phased effort to 
regulate on-street parking in 
commercial areas.

The first phase will cover 
31.7 km of road network, cre-
ating designated parking for 
9 1 4  c a r s  a n d  3 , 8 3 5 
two-wheelers. Civic officials 
said the move addresses un-
scientific parking practices 
that have significantly re-
duced carriageway width in 
busy corridors.

With Bengaluru’s vehicle 
population nearing 1.5 crore 
within the 800 sq. km GBA 
limits — besides thousands 
entering daily from neigh-
bouring districts — authori-
ties said parking regulation 
has become essential.

GBA Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao said the ini-
tiative aims to bring order 
rather than impose a burden. 
“This is not a revenue-first 
measure; it is a traffic man-
agement intervention. Resi-
dential streets are not includ-

ed in this phase,” he clarified.
Officials said structured 

parking will help reclaim road 
space, improve pedestrian 
safety and reduce friction be-
tween motorists and enforce-
ment agencies. Zone-wise 
tenders were floated, with 
Central, South, East and 
North corporations identify-
ing priority corridors.

Earlier attempts in core ar-
eas such as MG Road and 
Church Street required re-ten-
dering due to limited bidder 
response. A senior planning 
official noted that surveys 
found parked vehicles occu-
pying up to 40% of available 
road width during peak hours 
in some commercial pockets.

“Without priced parking, 
there is no turnover. Vehicles 
remain parked for hours, re-
stricting access and worsen-
ing congestion. Paid parking 
ensures rotation and better 
utilisation,” the official said.

After assessing public re-
sponse in Jayanagar, the sys-
tem will be extended in 
phases to BTM Layout, Bom-
m a n a h a l l i  a n d  P a d -
manabhanagar, authorities 
added.

Employer cannot curtail Child Care 
Leave sought by employee: HC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has ruled that 
an employer has no authority 
to decide whether the reasons 
cited by an employee for 
seeking Child Care Leave 
(CCL) are sufficient, nor can 
it restrict the period of leave 
sought in the absence of spe-
cific statutory power.

A division bench comprising 
Justices S.G. Pandit and K.V. 
Aravind held that no discretion 
is conferred upon the employer 
or competent authority to adju-
dicate the adequacy of reasons 
assigned for CCL. In the ab-
sence of such power, curtailing 
the leave period requested by 
an employee is impermissible, 
the court observed.

The ruling came while hear-
ing a petition filed by the Min-
istry of Electronics and the 
Centre for Development of Ad-
vanced Computing (C-DAC), 
Bengaluru, challenging an or-
der of the Central Administra-
tive Tribunal (CAT). The case 

arose after Kavita Vadde, an 
Administrative Officer at 
C-DAC, applied for CCL from 
December 16, 2025, to May 20, 
2026, to assist her son in pre-
paring for his Class 10 board 
examinations. However, she 
was granted only 18 days of 
leave from February 6 to 
March 7, 2026, based on the 
examination schedule.

Aggrieved, she approached 
the CAT in Bengaluru, which 
on February 5 directed the au-
thorities to grant leave from 
February 6 till May 20 in ac-
cordance with the rules. The 
Ministry challenged this order 
before the High Court, argu-
ing that sanctioning leave be-
yond the period strictly re-
quired would disrupt depart-
mental functioning and defeat 
the object of granting such 
leave. Counsel for Kavita 
contended that the examina-
tions were conducted in mul-
tiple stages, including pre-
boards and two phases of the 
main exams.

K.J. George Reviews Works, Assures 
Model Growth for Sarvagnanagar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Energy Minister K. J. George 
on Wednesday reviewed ongo-
ing infrastructure projects in 
Sarvagnanagar Assembly con-
stituency and expressed confi-
dence that the constituency will 
soon emerge as a model seg-
ment driven by quality infra-
structure and future-ready plan-
ning.

During his visit to Nagawara, 
the Minister  inspected 
white-topping road works and 
said the initiative would ensure 
durable, pothole-free roads and 
enhanced safety for motorists. 
He noted that as residential lay-

outs expand, pressure on under-
ground drainage and sewage 
systems has increased. To ad-
dress this, modern solutions 
such as the Integrated Sewage 
Pumping System (ISPS) and 
systematic tank construction 
are being implemented to pre-
vent monsoon-related flooding 
and improve long-term waste 
management.

Later, he visited Hennur 

Bande to review development 
works and assess projects un-
der the Energy Department. He 
also discussed the construction 
of essential office buildings for 
Karnataka Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited (KPTCL) 
and Bangalore Electricity Sup-
ply Company (BESCOM).

At the Nagawara Metro Sta-
tion site, he directed Bangalore 
Metro Rail Corporation Limit-
ed (BMRCL) to prioritize road 
widening to avoid future con-
gestion.

He also visited Karnataka 
Public School in Doddabanas-
wadi and assured funds for new 
classrooms.
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Dharwad youth demand job vacancies
DHARWAD

 
A youth convention will be 
held from March 6 to 27 across 
North Karnataka to demand the 
filling of vacant government 
posts, said Yellappa Hegde, 
state convener of Janasa-
modhara Vedike.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Dharwad, Hegde said 
the event will begin on March 
6 at the Deputy Commission-
er’s office and continue in var-
ious taluk and district centers 
including Belagavi,

 Vijayapura, Mudhol, Rabka-
vi, Ramdurga, Gokak, and 

Athani. The convention aims to 
highlight 2.84 lakh vacant 
posts in the state and 9.64 lakh 
posts at the central government 
level. Hegde urged the state 
government to act on its cabi-
net decisions and ensure that 
the legitimate demands of job 
seekers are met. He empha-

sized that youth across the re-
gion have the right to employ-
ment and proper representation 
in government services.

The convention will involve 
rallies, discussions, and aware-
ness programs at district head-
quarters to press the issue of 
job vacancies. Activists Bha-

vani Shankar Gowda, Nagaraj 
Chalavadi,

 Shankar Ambali, and others 
were present at the press meet.

Hegde said the initiative is 
part of a broader movement to 
ensure youth participation.  in 
governance and employment 
planning. The convention also 
seeks to create a platform for 
young people to raise their con-
cerns about employment gaps 
and urge authorities to act 
swiftly. The event is expected 
to attract thousands of youth 
and draw significant attention 
to the ongoing backlog  
of government jobs.

YOUTH DEMAND JOBS

QUICK READ
Preparations

 begin for  Jayanti 
celebrations

Accidental Fire in 
Sheep Shed Kills 30  

Sheep

Tree stump cutting 
objection notice 

withdrawn

KOPPAL
The district administra-

tion has called a prepara-
tory meeting for the up-
coming Jayanti celebra-
tions of Sri Devara Dasi-

mayya, Sri Agnibanniraya, 
and Sri Bhagwan Ma-

haveer. The meeting will 
be held on March 9 at 

10:30 AM at the District 
Collector’s Office Hall. 

Additional District Collec-
tor Sidrameshwara will 

preside over the session. 
District-level department 

officials have been in-
structed to attend with-

out fail. Community lead-
ers are also invited to par-
ticipate and offer sugges-
tions for the smooth con-
duct of the celebrations. 

Assistant Director of Kan-
nada and Culture Depart-

ment Karnakumara 
shared the details in an 

official statement.

Haveri
A tragic accidental fire 

destroyed a sheep shed 
in Haranagiri village of 
Ranebennur taluk, re-
sulting in the death of 

30 sheep. The sheep be-
longed to Huchappa 

Muddi. The fire, which 
broke out late at night, 
also caused damage to 

neighboring houses.
Villagers rushed to ex-

tinguish the flames, 
while the Ranebennur 
Rural Police inspected 

the site. The incident oc-
curred while Huchappa 

Muddi was receiving 
treatment at KIMS Hos-
pital in Hubballi for an 
illness. Local residents 

have requested the gov-
ernment provide appro-
priate compensation for 

the loss.

GADAG
The notice inviting objec-
tions over the proposed 

cutting of 92 tree stumps 
in Mulagunda has been 

withdrawn, officials said. 
Earlier, the public was in-
formed about plans to re-

move 47 stumps on the 
left side and 45 on the 

right side of the road be-
tween Nagavi Cross and 

Basapura Cross under 
Gadag branch limits. Res-
idents were asked to sub-
mit written complaints to 
the Assistant Conservator 
of Forests, Gadag Sub-Di-
vision, at the Binkadakatti 
office or at the site loca-

tions. However, 
authorities have now can-
celled the objection pro-
cess due to various rea-

sons, according to a 
statement issued by for-

est officials.

Joshi demands inquiry into 
alleged phone tapping

The Home Minister denied phone tapping but confirmed government 
monitoring, while Joshi claimed any tapping would be by the ruling party

HUBBALLI
 

Union Minister Prahlad Joshi 
has called for a thorough in-
quiry into alleged phone tap-
ping in the State, saying it is a 
serious privacy issue. Speak-
ing to the media on Wednes-
day, he highlighted contradic-
tions in statements made by 
State Home Minister G. 
Parameshwara.

While the Home Minister 
claimed there was no phone 
tapping, he also acknowl-
edged that the government is 
closely monitoring internal 
matters, raising concerns 

about individual privacy. 
Joshi said that if phone tap-
ping occurred, it must have 
been carried out by the ruling 
dispensation, not the Opposi-
tion.

He also questioned why no 
action was taken against for-
mer Chief Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy for alleged phone 
tapping during his tenure. 
“Mr. Siddaramaiah, who was 
part of the coordination com-
mittee then, should have acted 
if there was any wrongdoing,” 
he said. Joshi criticized the 
Siddaramaiah-led government 
for financial mismanagement, 

highlighting proposed elec-
tricity tariff hikes of 90 paise, 
and increased fees for birth 
and death certificates, road 
tax, excise duty, property tax, 
and property registration. 
“Passing the financial burden 

onto consumers is shameful,” 
he said. He further warned 
that weak economic policies 
have led companies like Goo-
gle to move out of the State 
and could drive away other 
industries. “If the situation 
continues, the State may face 
a serious economic crisis, 
while rising cross-subsidies 
will further burden consum-
ers,” he said. On foreign af-
fairs, Joshi defended Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
approach to international is-
sues, emphasizing that deci-
sions are made in the nation’s 
best interest.

Ballari job fair 
boosts employment 
opportunities youth
BALLARI 

 
A major job fair was launched 
in Ballari on Wednesday, of-
fering fresh opportunities for 
thousands of job seekers in 
the district. Mundaragi Naga-
raj, Chairman of Dr. Babu 
Jagajeevanram Leather Indus-
tries Development Corpora-
tion Limited, said the state 
government, led by Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah, is 
strongly supporting youth em-
ployment.

Organized by the District 
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Skill Development, En-
trepreneurship and Livelihood 
Department, Sanjeevini – 
Karnataka State Rural Liveli-
hood Mission, and Deen Day-
al Upadhyaya Rural Skill 
Scheme, the fair took place at 
Smt. Saraladevi Government 
First Grade College. Over 60 
companies participated, and 
more than 6,000 candidates 
registered. A QR code regis-
tration system enabled candi-
dates to apply easily and meet 
employers directly for inter-
views.

Nagaraj noted that the state 
cabinet’s recent decision will 
soon resume the process of 
filling over 52,000 govern-
ment posts, previously de-
layed due to internal reserva-
tion implementation. He re-
called that a similar job fair in 
2017-18 had employed more 
than 30,000 people.

Mayor P. Gadeppa praised 
the district administration for 
facilitating job opportunities 

in Ballari, an industrial hub 
with the highest number of 
companies in Kalyana Karna-
taka. Deputy Inspector Gener-
al of Police, Dr. P.S. Harsha, 
stressed the urgency of creat-
ing employment for local 
youth and the importance of 
job fairs in addressing unem-
ployment.

Officials encouraged candi-
dates to enhance skills in ar-
eas such as Python, Java, 
Data Science, and AI-ML, 
along with confidence-build-
ing, internships, and practical 
experience. Profiles of partic-
ipating candidates will be dig-
itized and shared with other 
opportunities under the Re-
gional Commissioner’s juris-
diction.

The dignitaries also inaugu-
rated five stalls showcasing 
products made by women’s 
self-help groups and distribut-
ed appointment letters, in-
cluding one to G.S. Harsha, 
who secured a job at VTS HR 
Services. The event was at-
tended by senior officials, lo-
cal MLAs, employers, and 
hundreds of eager job seekers, 
marking a major step toward 
youth employment and skill 
development in Ballari.

The fair, organized by 
multiple government 
departments at Smt. 

Saraladevi College, saw 
60+ companies, 6,000+ 

candidates, and QR code 
registration for direct 
employer interviews

Freight revenue rose to D4,876 crores, passenger revenue to J3,154 
crores; February saw D780 crore earnings with 1.366 crore travelers

South Western Railway 
records strong revenue growth
HUBBALLI

 
South Western Railway 
(SWR) has recorded impres-
sive financial growth this 
year, achieving an overall 
gross revenue of ₹8,550 
crores up to February 2026. 
This marks a 14.31 percent 
increase compared to the 
same period last year.

Freight revenue played a 
major role in this rise, reach-
ing ₹4,876 crores and showing 
a strong growth of 18.27 per-
cent. Passenger revenue also 
increased to ₹3,154 crores, 
registering a 9.25 percent 
growth. In February alone, 
SWR earned ₹780 crores, 
which is 7.25 percent higher 
than last year. Passenger reve-
nue for the month stood at 
₹307 crores, up by 14.5 per-
cent, with 1.366 crore passen-
gers travelling across the zone.

Fre igh t  load ing  a l so 
showed steady improvement. 
SWR transported 47.5 million 
tonnes of originating freight 
during the current financial 

year up to February, com-
pared to 40.6 million tonnes 
last year, reflecting a 17 per-
cent growth.

Among commodities, iron 
ore loading reached 19 mil-
lion tonnes, growing by 10.7 
percent. Steel loading rose 
sharply to 9.8 million tonnes, 
marking a significant 35.9 
percent increase. Coal loading 
improved to 9.3 million 
tonnes, up by 16.6 percent.

In February 2026 alone, 

SWR loaded 4.26 million 
tonnes of freight, a 5.3 per-
cent increase over last year. 
Steel loading achieved its 
best-ever February perfor-
mance at 0.89 million tonnes, 
while coal loading rose to 
0.90 million tonnes with 19.6 
percent growth.

Officials said consistent im-
provement in freight and pas-
senger services has contribut-
ed to this steady financial 
progress.

Guest lecturers demand 
job security from state

HUBBALLI
 

The State Government First 
Grade Colleges Guest Lectur-
ers Association has appealed 
to Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Ministers H.K. Pa-
til and M.C. Sudhakar to en-
sure job security for guest 
lecturers who have served for 
several years but are now kept 
out of service due to UGC 
guidelines.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Hubballi, state presi-
dent Hanumanthagouda R. 
Kalmani said that both 
U G C - q u a l i f i e d  a n d 
non-UGC-qualified lecturers 
who have worked in First 
Grade Government Colleges 
face uncertainty. He urged the 
government to extend UGC 
rules to candidates who com-
pleted their M. Phil degrees in 
2009.

Prof. Kalmani warned that 
if the issue is not resolved be-
fore the State Budget, the as-
sociation will stage a massive 
protest march from Siddha-
ganga Mutt in Tumakuru to 
Freedom Park in Bengaluru, 
followed by an indefinite pro-
test.

He recalled that a large pro-
test in Belagavi during the 
Legislature’s Winter Session 
had earlier led the govern-
ment to promise continuation 
of guest lecturers and job se-
curity, but no action has been 
taken in the last three months.

District office-bearers Jay-
akumar Hullinakoppa, Laksh-
mana Gowda, V.M. Desai, 
and Prabhu Patil were present 
during the press meet, empha-
sizing the urgent need for 
government intervention to 
secure employment for expe-
rienced lecturers.

Solar pumps bring hope to farmers
SIRSI

 
To ensure steady irrigation 
during daytime without de-
pending on uncertain power 
supply, the State government 
has introduced the Kusum-B 
Solar Pump Set Scheme. The 
scheme aims to help farmers 
continue agricultural work 
smoothly by providing solar 
pump sets at highly subsi-
dized rates.

Under Kusum-B, farmers 
can install 3 HP, 5 HP, 7.5 HP 
and 10 HP surface or sub-
mersible solar pump sets. The 
government bears 80 percent 
of the total cost, while bene-
ficiaries pay only 20 percent. 
The subsidy component has 
been increased, making the 
scheme more attractive and 
affordable. Farmers will re-
ceive solar panels,  DC 
pumps, mounting structures, 
control panels, pipes and ca-
bles as part of the package.

These solar pump sets can 
provide around eight hours of 
power during the day, ensur-
ing uninterrupted irrigation. 
They are easy to install, have 

a long life span and require 
minimal maintenance. Sup-
pliers will maintain the sys-
tems free of cost for five 
years. Farmers who have ap-
plied under the Regulariza-
t i o n  o f  U n a u t h o r i z e d 
Pumpsets scheme will get 
priority if they have paid the 
required registration amount. 
Applications must be submit-
ted online through the official 
portal with Aadhaar, RTC and 
bank details. Assistance is 
available at local HESCOM 
offices for registration sup-
port. According to HESCOM 
Superintending Engineer Pu-
rushottam Mallya, awareness 
drives are being conducted in 
villages of Uttara Kannada 
district. 

Political storm over Dharwad 
Corporation proposal

HUBBALLI
 

A fresh political debate has 
started in the twin cities of 
Hubballi and Dharwad after 
BJP leader Aravind Bellad 
changed his stand on the issue 
of separate municipalities. 
The Leader of Opposition in 
the Assembly had earlier sup-
ported the demand for a sepa-
rate municipal corporation for 
Dharwad. Now, he has spoken 
in favour of keeping the twin 
cities united.

Hubballi and Dharwad cur-
rently function under one civ-
ic body, the Hubballi-Dhar-
wad Municipal Corporation. 
In the past, there were strong 
voices seeking separate cor-
porations, saying Dharwad 
needed focused development. 
Bellad had even celebrated 
the proposal earlier. His latest 
remarks have surprised many 
party workers and citizens.

The change in stand is 
linked to funding from the 
Central government. As per 

the 2011 Census, the com-
bined population of the twin 
cities is around 12 lakhs. Un-
der the 16th Finance Commis-
sion, cities with a population 
of over 10 lakhs are eligible 
for annual grants ranging 
from ₹500 crores to ₹1,000 
crores. Leaders now fear that 
if the cities are divided, nei-
ther may qualify for these 
large grants.

Supporters of a united cor-
poration argue that staying 
together will help attract more 
funds and speed up develop-
ment projects. 

Haveri to host 
Women’s 

marathon and 
sports events

HAVERI
 

To celebrate International 
Women’s Day, the District 
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Youth Empowerment 
Sports Department, and 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department will orga-
nize a marathon and fun 
sports for women on March 8 
at Hosamani Siddappa Dis-
trict Stadium.

 Events include five- and 
three-kilometer marathons, 
100-meter sprint, sack race, 
“Bomb in the City,” rope 
jump, and cultural competi-
tions such as group dance 
(cinema and folklore). Wom-
en aged 12 and above can 
participate.

 Registration for the mara-
thon begins at 5:30 am, fol-
lowed by aerobics warm-up 
at 6:30 am. 

The five km run starts at 
6:45 am and three km at 6:50 
am. Breakfast will be served 
at 8 am, with prizes, certifi-
cates, and medals awarded at 
9 am.  Other competitions 
start at 10 am, with awards 
given after each event. 

Bengaluru man arrested 
for Rs 59 lakh silver theft
HUBBALLI

 
A silver jewellery theft worth 
Rs 59 lakh has been reported 
at the city police station after 
a man allegedly stole orna-
ments from a shop in Hubbal-
li. The accused, Yogesh 
Singh, worked at a silver trad-
ing business owned by Ashish 
Kumar Jain. According to the 
complaint, Yogesh Singh took 
two bags containing anklets, 
neck chains, bracelets, and 
other silver jewellery from a 
car parked in front of Ma-
hadevi  Si lk  Sarees  on 

Lamington Road. He was en-
trusted with 29 kg of silver 
ornaments, originally intend-
ed for sale, by himself and 
colleague Amit Purohit.  
Singh allegedly locked the car 
with the keys and fled with 
the two bags. A case of theft 
has been registered at Hubbal-
li police station, and police 
have arrested the accused. 
The investigation is ongoing 
to recover the stolen jewellery 
and identify any accomplices. 
Authorities urge traders to ex-
ercise caution while transport-
ing valuables.
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COLORS, DANCE, AND JOY MARK HOLI FESTIVAL
KOPPAL

 
 Holi, the festival of colors, 
brought happiness and excite-
ment across Karnataka as 
people celebrated with music, 
dance, and splashes of vibrant 
powders. Young men, women, 
and children enthusiastically 
joined the festivities, creating 
a lively and joyful atmosphere 
in towns and cities.

In Davangere, groups of 
youth bathed in color pools 
throughout the city. Thou-
sands gathered at Ram and Co 
Circle, dancing to DJ music 
and rain dance arrangements 

while applying colors to one 
another. The streets were 
filled with laughter, music, 
and color as people embraced 
the festive spirit.

In Vidyakashi, Dharwad, 
celebrations were equally en-
ergetic. Youths stepped out to 

enjoy rain dances accompa-
nied by DJ music, organized 
by friends of MLA Aravind 
Bellad and supporters of MLA 
Vinay Kulkarni. The city’s al-
leys and public spaces echoed 
with music, cheering, and col-
orful splashes, as everyone 

joined in. Koppal Taluk Stadi-
um hosted large-scale Holi 
dances, combining rain dance 
and DJ beats. In Vijayapura’s 
Sharada Colony, children and 
youth from various neighbor-
hoods enjoyed the festivities, 
celebrating joyfully with col-
ors despite social and econom-
ic differences.

Bagalkot district saw a 
grand procession in Jamkhan-
di city, with religious leaders 
and MLA Jagadish Gudagunti 
participating in the Halage 
festival organized by Hindu 
Jagran Vedike. Bellary city’s 
celebrations began early in 

the morning, with women, 
young girls, and men energet-
ically throwing colors, danc-
ing, and spreading joy.

Across Karnataka, Holi 
united communities with vi-
brant colors, music, and 
dance. The festival allowed 
people of all ages to forget 
daily worries and immerse 
themselves in tradition, ca-
maraderie, and happiness. 
From public squares to local 
colonies, streets were trans-
formed into canvases of color 
and cheer, making Holi a fes-
tival of shared joy and lively 
celebration.

COLORS FILL STREETS

QUICK READ
Sri Yoginareyana 

Jayanti celebrated  
in   Gadag

Life certificate 
mandatory for 

monthly beneficiaries

Tourism Dept invites 
applications for SC/ST 

entrepreneurs

GADAG
Sri Yoginareyana Jayanti 
was celebrated with de-
votion at the auditorium 

hall of the District Ad-
ministration Bhavan. The 
event was jointly organ-
ized by the District Ad-

ministration, District 
Panchayat, and Kannada 
and Culture Department. 
Additional Deputy Com-

missioner Duragesha K.R. 
attended the function 

along with Assistant Di-
rector Dr. Basavaraj Bel-

lary and Rajkumar S. 
Sankanur. Artists Ba-

savaraj, Iranna, and Man-
junath Chalavadi also 

participated and added 
cultural flavor to the cel-
ebration. Speakers high-

lighted the spiritual 
teachings and values of 

Sri Yoginareyana and en-
couraged people to follow 
his path for social harmo-

ny and moral living.

GADAG
The Kannada and Culture 
Department has directed 
writers and artists receiv-
ing monthly honorarium 

or widow pension to sub-
mit a Life Certificate to 

continue receiving bene-
fits. As per the circular is-

sued by the Director of 
the department in Ben-

galuru, beneficiaries must 
submit the certificate 

once every six months. In 
Gadag district, recipients 
should submit their Life 

Certificate at the office of 
the Assistant Director, 

Kannada and Culture De-
partment, Room No. 103, 

District Administration 
Building, by March 31, 

2026. For details, benefi-
ciaries can contact the 
department office at 

08372-221864, officials 
said in the notification.

Bellary
The Tourism Department 
has invited applications 
from eligible Scheduled 
Caste (SC) and Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) candi-
dates for a one-month 

entrepreneurship training 
program under the 

SCSP-TSP scheme for 
2025-26. The program 
aims to support small 

entrepreneurs by provid-
ing training and subsidies 

to operate mobile can-
teens. Applicants must 

be 10th class pass, aged 
20–55, hold a light vehi-

cle driving license, and be 
permanent residents of 
Bellary district. Annual 
income should not ex-
ceed Rs 2 lakh in urban 
areas and Rs 1.5 lakh in 
rural areas. Candidates 

must not hold permanent 
government employment. 
The department will pro-
vide 70% subsidy for the 
mobile canteen vehicle 
(up to Rs 5 lakh), while 
beneficiaries contribute 
5%, and banks can fund 

the remaining cost. 

Youth encouraged to utilize 
Yuvanidhi skill scheme

The workshop highlighted five government schemes, including Yuvanidhi, 
urging youth to use allowances for skill development, not personal expenses

GADAG
 

Youth in Gadag were urged to 
make the best use of the Yu-
vanidhi scheme to develop 
employable skills during a 
workshop held at the Govern-
ment First Grade Women’s 
College on Wednesday. B.B. 
Asuti, Chairman of the Gadag 
District Guarantee Implemen-
tation Authority, said the main 
aim of the program is to com-
bine job training with skill de-
velopment for degree and di-
ploma holders. The workshop, 
organized by the District Em-
ployment Exchange Office, 
highlighted the importance of 
the state government’s five 
guarantee schemes – Annabh-
agya, Grihalakshmi, Shakti, 
Grihaljyoti, and Yuvanidhi – in 
financially empowering youth 
and improving livelihoods. 

The Yuvanidhi scheme pro-
vides Rs. 3,000 per month to 
unemployed graduates and Rs. 
1,500 to diploma holders for 
up to two years or until they 
find employment. Asuti em-
phasized that beneficiaries 
should use this allowance to 
develop practical skills rather 
than for personal expenses.

Gadag district has achieved 
99.79 percent progress in im-
plementing Panchagarat 

schemes, making it a model 
for the state and the country. 
Students from RDPR Univer-
sity conducted surveys to as-
sess the scheme’s impact. 
Krishnagouda H. Patil, mem-
ber of the Gadag Taluk Guar-
antee Scheme Committee, said 
the workshop aimed to raise 
awareness about the Yuvanidhi 
scheme and provide guidance 
on self-employment opportu-
nities. Officials encouraged 

youth to use such workshops 
to update skills according to 
industry demands, gain knowl-
edge about entrepreneurship, 
and improve employment 
prospects. Anada Hombala ex-
plained the benefits of 
self-employment support un-
der the scheme. P.D. Karigara, 
principal of the college, said 
the workshop would help stu-
dents gain practical skills 
needed in the competitive job 
market. 

The program was attended 
by Ashok Mandali, Vidyadhar 
Dodamani, Employment Ex-
change Officer Basavanthappa 
P., faculty, staff, and students. 
S.U. Sajjanashetter coordinat-
ed the event, and Tejaswini 
proposed the vote of thanks, 
concluding a session designed 
to empower youth for better 
career opportunities.

SC ST employees 
body marks milestone
GADAG

 
The Karnataka State Govern-
ment SC/ST Employees Co-
ordination Committee has 
completed twenty years of 
service and entered its twenty 
first year, marking a proud 
moment for members across 
the State. State President D. 
Shivashakar congratulated all 
district and taluk office bear-
ers and employees who have 
supported the growth of the 
organisation.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Central Execu-
tive Thinking and Review 
meeting held in Bengaluru. 
Shivashakar said the struggle 
inspired by Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar’s ideology must continue 
to build a stronger and united 
organisation. He urged every 
office bearer to respond sin-
cerely to the problems and 
concerns of state government 
employees.

He announced that a State 
level conference will be organ-
ised in April or May 2026 at 
Palace Grounds in Bengaluru. 
He appealed to members to 
participate in large numbers 
and extend full support in 
strengthening the movement.

State General Secretary 
Dr. S. Vijayakumar said SC/
ST employees must follow 
the path shown by Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar and demonstrate 
the strength of their unity. 
He stressed the need to cre-
ate awareness about social 
and economic inequalities 
among government employ-
ees and encourage more par-
ticipation in the organisa-
tion. Gadag District General 
Secretary Vishwanath Hosa-
mani expressed confidence 
that a strong network would 
be built in every taluk under 
the leadership of District 
President Siddappa N. Lin-
gadala. State Vice President 
R. Mohan Satyanarayana, 
M.L. Harish Chavan and 
several district presidents 
and office bearers were pres-
ent at the meeting.

Dr. S. Vijayakumar urged 
SC/ST employees to 

follow Ambedkar, 
promote awareness, and 
strengthen unity, while 

leaders planned a robust 
network across taluks 

under Siddappa 
Lingadala

Police and bomb squads inspected Nijalingappa Barangay residence, 
found no explosives, ensuring neighborhood safety afterward

Fake bomb threat, DC’s house searched 
DAVANAGERE

 
A fake bomb threat call to the 
house of Deputy Commis-
sioner Gangadharaswamy 
triggered a swift response 
from police officials on 
Wednesday. The caller in-
formed the 112 helpline that 
the DC’s residence would be 
blown up, causing immediate 
concern among authorities 
and residents. Police teams, 
including the dog squad and 
bomb disposal squad, rushed 
to inspect the government res-
idence located in Nijalingap-
pa Barangay. Officers thor-
oughly checked the area for 
any explosives and ensured 
the safety of the neighbor-
hood. Fortunately, no explo-
sives were found, confirming 
that the call was false.

This incident follows similar 
threats last month targeting the 
District Collector’s office and 
the court, raising concerns 
about repeated fake bomb calls 
in Davanagere. Such threats, 
authorities said, not only cre-
ate panic but also consume 
valuable police resources that 
could be used for real emer-
gencies. Speaking to reporters, 
PI Gayathri of Barangay Po-
lice Station said, “Today, 112 
ERS received a call about a 
bomb threat at the DC’s house. 

We immediately reached the 
location and carried out a de-
tailed inspection. Thankfully, 
the threat was false, but we are 
investigating to identify the 
person who made the call.”

Police have urged the public 
not to make prank calls, warn-
ing that such acts are illegal 
and punishable under the law. 
They appealed for citizens’ co-
operation in ensuring safety 
and reported that investigation 
teams are using phone records 
and other leads to track the 
caller. The DC’s family and 
neighborhood residents ex-
pressed relief after the inspec-
tion. Authorities continue to 
monitor security around offi-
cial residences to prevent any 
future threats, emphasizing the 
importance of calm and vigi-
lance in such situations.

Folk traditions 
celebrated at Gadag 

GADAG
 

Folk literature reflects the val-
ues of life and the dignity of 
hard work, said national 
award winning folk scholar 
Dr. Ramu Moolgi of Hubballi. 
He was delivering the keynote 
address at the Mahapurushara 
Jayanti celebration held at Sri 
Adavindraswamy Math near 
Khulgund Naka in Gadag.

The programme marked the 
345th monthly Shivanubhava, 
along with the Jayanti of 
Jagadguru Sri Renukacharya 
and trilingual poet Dr. P. Put-
taraja Kavi Gavai. Speaking 
on the occasion, Dr. Moolgi 
said folk songs were born 
from devotion, agriculture 
and everyday life, without ar-
tificial influence. He ex-
plained that rituals, festivals, 
vows, marriage customs and 
traditional games form the 
heart of folk culture.

Referring to Holi, he said 

the festival carries deep cul-
tural and spiritual meaning. 
Though often seen as a cele-
bration of colours, Holi also 
symbolises harmony and uni-
ty. He noted that folk litera-
ture includes lively songs re-
lated to Kamadahana and Holi 
that reflect social life with 
humour and emotion. Dr. 
Moolgi also sang Holi, La-
vani and Sobhane songs, de-
lighting the audience.

Presiding over the event, 
Dr. Rajendra S. Gadada said 
folk literature has preserved 
human values and faith across 
generations. Religious leaders 
highlighted the contributions 
of Jagadguru Renukacharya 
and Dr. Puttaraja Gavai to so-
ciety and culture.

Devotees gathered in large 
numbers, paid floral tributes 
to the portraits of the saints 
and participated in the spiritu-
al programme with devotion 
and enthusiasm.

Petrol panic sparks long 
queues in Bhatkal

BHATKAL
 

Fears of a petrol shortage 
caused long queues at fuel 
stations across Bhatkal on 
Wednesday as people rushed 
to fill their vehicles and even 
bottles with fuel. Anxiety has 
risen due to recent tensions in 
West Asia, with news of 
US-Israeli attacks and Iran’s 
counter-strikes spreading 
quickly. Reports that Iran is 
obstructing navigation in the 
Strait of Hormuz, through 
which much of the world’s 
crude oil is transported, have 
added to uncertainty. The 
global crude oil price has 
crossed $85, raising worries 
that domestic fuel prices 
could climb if the situation 
persists. Residents said they 
were stocking up as a precau-
tion. “It will be hard if the 
prices go up further,” said 
one commuter waiting in line. 
Vehicles of all types were 
seen forming long lines out-
side petrol stations since 
morning.

Experts warned that panic 

buying could create local 
shortages even if supplies re-
main normal. “Artificial scar-
city can appear if people 
hoard unnecessarily,” said 
industry analysts.

 Union Petroleum Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri reassured 
the public, stating that India 
currently has enough crude 
oil and refined fuel for about 
25 days. Government sources 
confirmed adequate reserves 
and emphasized that supplies 
are stable. Despite these as-
surances, uncertainty about 
global oil developments has 
kept anxiety high among cit-
izens. Many continued to 
queue throughout the day, 
hoping to avoid potential in-
convenience. Authorities 
urged the public to remain 
calm and use fuel responsi-
bly, while keeping an eye on 
international news. With 
global tensions ongoing, 
Bhatkal residents are closely 
watching both local fuel sta-
tions and worldwide events, 
hoping that the current supply 
remains uninterrupted.

SIRSI MLA DISTRIBUTES HOUSE 
PATTAS TO BENEFICIARIES

SIRSI
 

The distribution of house pat-
tas was held at the Badangoda 
Gram Panchayat Auditorium 
under Banavasi Hobli of Sirsi 
taluk, where Shivaram Heb-
bar inaugurated the event and 
handed over title deeds to eli-
gible beneficiaries.

Addressing the gathering, 
Hebbar urged the beneficia-
ries to fully utilize the oppor-
tunity and make proper use of 
their newly granted house 
pattas. The event was orga-
nized to ensure that the resi-

dents received legal owner-
ship documents for their 
houses, strengthening their 
rights and security.

Several officials and digni-
taries attended the program, 
including Taluk Panchayat 
Executive Officer Chan-
nabasappa Hanagi, Block 
Congress Committee Presi-
dent Ganapathi Naik, District 
Congress Backward Classes 
Wing General Secretary Dya-
manna Dodmani, and District 
Scheduled Caste Division 
President Basavaraj Dodmani, 
among others.

Bhatkal constituency 
delimitation draft released
KARWAR

 
The Uttara Kannada district 
administration has released a 
draft notification for the de-
limitation of Bhatkal Munici-
pal Council constituencies 
based on the 2011 census. The 
move aims to update ward 
boundaries and ensure fair rep-
resentation for residents.

The notification lists all 31 
wards, including Venkatapu-
ra-Karagadde, Huralisal, Hin-
du Colony, Navayat Colony, 
Salmanabad, Nagappa Nayak 
Road, Raghunath Road, VV 
Road, Chauthani, Gausia 
Street, Gold Palli, Siddique 
Street-Dongarapalli, Rathbidi, 
VT Road, Kidwai and Sultan 
Street, Mugdum Colony-1 & 
2, Bandar Road, Talageri, Ja-
likodi, Shadekuli, Azad Nagar, 

Musanagar, Taggaragoda, Ma-
dina Colony, Jamiabad-Janata 
Colony, Honnagadde, Her-
tar-Herikeri, Tenginagudi, He-
ba le -Gandhinagar,  and 
Nerlesara. The public is invit-
ed to submit objections, sug-
gestions, or instructions re-
garding the draft. Submissions 
must be made in writing along 
with supporting documents to 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
office in Karwar by March 13, 
2026. Submissions received 
after March 14 will not be 
considered. The Deputy Com-
missioner will review all feed-
back and take necessary action 
to finalize the ward boundar-
ies. Officials urged citizens to 
participate actively in the pro-
cess to ensure their concerns 
and local interests are reflected 
in the final delimitation.

GOVERNMENT 
URGES  PLOYEES 
TO WEAR KHADI 

CLOTHES
KARWAR

 
The state government has di-
rected officers and employees 
of all government, aided insti-
tutions, corporations, boards, 
autonomous institutions, and 
universities to wear Khadi 
clothes on the first Saturday of 
every month “on their own ini-
tiative.” Employees are also 
encouraged to wear Khadi at-
tire during official programs, 
including Independence Day 
and Republic Day, according to 
a circular issued by the Chief 
Secretary. To help government 
employees in Uttara Kannada 
purchase Khadi clothes, the 
Dharwar Taluk Hebballi Kshet-
riya Seva Sangha has set up a 
temporary shop at the District 
Magistrate’s office for two 
days, March 6 and 7, from 10 
am to 5 pm.
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Sports meet boosts civic workers morale
CIVIC SPORTS CELEBRATION

QUICK READ
Applications 

invited for admission 
to 8th class

Chitradurga holds 
workshop on child 

protection

Chitradurga
Sri Ramakrishna Vidyash-
ala, Mysore has invited ap-
plications for admission to 
the 8th class for the cur-
rent academic year. The 
admissions are open to 

male children belonging to 
Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 

and students from under-
privileged families. A se-

lection entrance examina-
tion will be held at the 

school on April 15 at 10:00 
AM. Interested candidates 

can obtain application 
forms from the office of 

the Deputy Director, Social 
Welfare Department. 

Completed applications 
along with the required 
documents should be 

submitted to Sri Ramakr-
ishna Vidyashala, Yadava-

giri, Mysore-570020 by 
March 25, 2026.

Chitradurga
A one-day workshop on 

the Karnataka State Child 
Protection Policy (2016, 
revised 2023) and the 

Child Protection Act will 
be held on March 5 at the 
Zilla Panchayat Mini Hall. 
The event is organized by 

the State Child Rights 
Commission, District Ad-

ministration, Zilla 
Panchayat, Women and 
Child Development De-
partment, and District 

Child Protection Unit. Dr. 
Thippeswamy K.T. will in-
augurate the workshop at 

10:30 am. Vijayakumar 
K.H. will preside. Principals 

from local colleges and 
schools will attend. Ex-

perts, including Hanuman-
thappa B.M., will guide 
discussions to improve 

child safety in the district.

Magadi lakes to receive Cauvery 
water supply: D.K. Shivakumar

Shivakumar said a 160 HP pump will fill lakes across 115 km, boosting 
groundwater and benefiting farmers’ agriculture

MAGADI

Deputy Chief Minister and 
Water Resources Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar said the 
people of Magadi are fortu-
nate to receive water from 
Cauvery, Hemavati, and Yet-
tinahole rivers as he laid the 
foundation stone for the Y.G. 
Gudda Lift Irrigation Project 
on Wednesday.

Shivakumar explained that 
water will be pumped over a 
115 km stretch—from Satte-
gal to Iggalur, then Mogena-
halli, Kanva, and finally to 
Y.G. Gudda—using a 160 HP 
pump. The initiative aims to 
fill lakes and increase ground-
water levels, benefiting farm-
ers and strengthening local 
agriculture. 

He criticized previous lead-
ers, asking why projects sup-
porting farmers were not exe-
cuted earlier, and emphasized 
that his government focuses 

on “today’s work, not promis-
es of tomorrow.”

The Minister highlighted 
other government initiatives, 
including providing free 10 
HP electricity to farmers’ 
pump sets, land documents to 
2.20 lakh beneficiaries, and 
var ious  socia l  wel fare 
schemes. 

He stressed that decisions 
taken by his administration 
are meant to empower people, 
increase land value, and im-
prove infrastructure in the re-
gion.

Shivakumar also addressed 
concerns over the district’s 
name, confirming that Benga-
luru South District retains its 
identity despite earlier chang-
es, while praising property 
compensation decisions in the 
Bidadi Township project.

Bamul President D.K. 
Suresh, present at the ceremo-
ny, said Shivakumar’s vision 
is to make Bengaluru South a 

model district. He noted that 
over Rs. 1,000 crore worth of 
development work, including 
roads and irrigation projects, 
is ongoing. Suresh requested 
officials to complete pending 
works by May so that Y.G. 
Gudda and nearby lakes will 
receive  Cauvery water 
throughout the year.

The Rs. 92 crore project is 

expected to fill lakes like 
Chakrabavi and provide last-
ing water security for farmers. 
Shivakumar, speaking along-
side local leaders and MLA 
Balakrishna, urged citizens to 
support the ongoing develop-
ment work and reaffirmed the 
government’s commitment to 
farmers and the district’s 
prosperity.

BMTC bus services 
launched to Ramanagara 

RAMANAGARA

The long-awaited BMTC bus 
service has been launched to 
Ramanagara and Kanakapura, 
providing residents with com-
fortable and reliable transport 
to Bengaluru city. Transport 
Minister Ramalingareddy 
inaugurated the new “Va-
jra Vistara” air-condi-
t i o n e d  b u s e s  o n 
Wednesday at the city’s 
KSRTC bus stand.

The minister said the 
BMTC’s operational 
area has been extended 
from 25 km to 40 km out-
side Bengaluru city limits to 
better serve commuters. “We 
will add more buses during 
school hours and in rural ar-
eas if necessary, and propos-
als to set up new bus stations 
in Ramanagara and Harohalli 
will be considered,” he said.

A total of 124 bus sched-
ules across 11 key routes are 
now running to urban hubs 
like Attibele, Anekal, Deva-
nahalli, Doddaballapura, 
Nelamangala, Dabaspet, Bi-
dadi, Harohalli, and Hoskote. 

A r o u n d 
6 0 , 0 0 0 
p a s s e n -

gers use 
these ser-

vices daily, 
generating ap-

proximately Rs. 18 lakh in 
revenue each day.

The BMTC operates over 
6,300 schedules and 66,315 
trips daily, covering more 
than 13 lakh km and serving 
45 lakh passengers. In the 
Bengaluru South district, 
1,332 trips operate from 145 
schedules in Harohalli, and 
1,163 trips from 136 sched-
ules in Bidadi.

Ramanagara MLA H.A. 
Iqbal Hussain thanked the 

minister and requested better 
bus stops in the district to ac-
commodate the extended ser-
vice. Officials and staff from 
KSRTC, BMTC, and the local 
authorities, including V.S. 
Aaradhya, K. Raju, Nataraju 
Ganakal, Chethan Kumar, K. 
Seshadri, V.H. Raju, and An-
mol Jain, were present at the 
launch. Vice President Niketh 
Raj urged the public to use 
this facility, noting that 
BMTC’s expansion to the out-
skirts will help citizens avoid 
high private transport costs 
and rising fuel prices. The 
service is expected to improve 
connectivity and convenience 
for thousands of daily com-
muters in the region.

A 
total of  124 

buses across 11 
routes connect 

urban hubs, serving 
60,000 passengers 

daily and generating 
about Rs. 18 lakh in 

revenue each 
day

RAMANAGARA

A sports meet organized for 
municipal staff and civic 
workers brought cheer and 
encouragement to employees 
in Ramanagar on the occasion 
of Civic Workers Day. Munic-
ipal Chairman K. Sheshadri 
said such events help workers 
stay physically fit and mental-
ly strong while handling the 
pressure of daily duties.

He spoke after distributing 
prizes to the winners at a 
function held in the municipal 
premises on Wednesday. She-
shadri said civic workers play 
a vital role in keeping the city 
clean and healthy. Their work 
often involves stress and 

heavy responsibility. Sports 
and cultural activities, he add-
ed, provide relief and improve 
teamwork among staff.

The sports meet saw enthu-
siastic participation from mu-
nicipal officials, staff and civ-
ic workers. Several competi-
tions were held, and winners 
were honoured with prizes. 

Sheshadri said that next 
year’s event would be orga-
nized in separate categories, 
with more focus on cultural 
programmes and special fea-
tures to make the celebration 
grander.

Municipal Commissioner 
Dr. Jayanna said Civic Work-
ers Day is like an annual cel-

ebration for the Municipal 
Council. He noted that em-
ployees work under constant 
pressure and face daily chal-
lenges. Encouraging them to 
take part in sports helps main-
tain good health and reduces 
stress. He assured that the 
council would continue to cel-
ebrate the day in a more 
meaningful manner in the fu-
ture.

Vice President Girijamma, 
council members and union 
representatives were present 
at the programme. Many staff 
members expressed happi-
ness over the initiative and 
said such events strengthen 
unity and motivation among 
workers.

Kumaraswamy said accurate census block formation is vital, directing 
officials to inspect blocks and coordinate closely with field staff

No Confusion Allowed in 2027 
Census: Kumaraswamy

CHITRADURGA

Preparations for the Census of 
India 2027 have gathered 
pace in the district, with offi-
cials instructed to ensure 
complete accuracy and avoid 
any confusion in the process.

Inaugurating a three-day 
training workshop at the Zilla 
Panchayat Hall on Wednes-
day, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner and District Census 
Officer B.T. Kumaraswamy 
stressed the importance of 
careful planning and coordi-
nation. The workshop was 
organised to train district offi-
cers, charge officers, and cen-
sus staff for the upcoming 
nationwide exercise.

Kumaraswamy said that 
proper formation of census 
blocks is the backbone of the 
entire operation. Even a mi-
nor mistake in block forma-
tion could disturb the whole 
process. He directed officials 
to personally visit and inspect 
each block under their juris-
diction. He also advised close 
coordination with field-level 
staff, including ward bill col-
lectors.

Enumerators should be ap-

pointed from the same blocks 
where they live or work. In 
unavoidable situations, only 
government employees resid-
ing within a 200-metre radius 
should be assigned. Tahsildars 
were instructed to appoint 
enumerators and supervisors 
at the earliest and issue offi-
cial orders.

Calling census duty a proud 
and memorable responsibility, 
Kumaraswamy said census 
data forms the foundation for 
national development plan-
ning. “This is like a squirrel’s 
contribution to nation build-
ing,” he said, urging officers 
to work with honesty and 
dedication. He warned against 
any negligence in maintaining 
accuracy.

The Census of India, first 
conducted in 1872, is now en-
tering its 16th phase. Post-
poned earlier due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
2027 census will be conduct-
ed in two phases, beginning 
with house listing and hous-
ing census.

For the first time, the entire 
process will be carried out 
through a mobile application 
instead of the manual system, 
ensuring greater transparency 
and precision. Officials were 
told to identify blocks cover-
ing 150 to 200 families and 
prepare accurate maps and 
lists.

Several senior officers at-
tended the training pro-
gramme.

Tumakuru student’s 
film ‘Antaryam’ 

releases March 6
TUMAKURU

Antaryam, a new Kannada 
film produced and acted by 
Naveen N.G. Pranav, a stu-
dent of Sri Siddhar-
tha Media Center, is 
set to release in the-
atres on March 6. 
The film marks a 
proud moment for the 
institution and show-
cases the creative 
strength of young 
media professionals.

Originally from 
Saraswathipuram in 
Tumakuru, Naveen 
completed his M.S. 
in Communication 
and explored areas 
like screenwriting, 
audio-video editing, and light-
ing design during his studies. 
Along with his classmates, he 
formed a team to gain hands-
on experience in filmmaking. 
Their collective effort has 
now taken shape as An-
taryam.

The film focuses on the 
struggles and emotional con-
flicts faced by youth in the 
age of social media. With a 
fresh storyline and modern 
f i lmmaking techniques, 
Naveen has attempted to 

question traditional narratives 
and present a new perspec-
tive. He has earlier worked in 
different stages of films such 
as Kaday Mane, Mavutha, 

Inti, and Sharade.
Directed by K. Dhanan-

jayya, the film has Dr. Kama-
la Narasimhan as co-producer. 
Lyrics are penned by Vinay 
Kavyakanti, also an alumnus 
of the same institution. Sever-
al former students contributed 
to cinematography, editing, 
sound design, and acting. The 
release of Antaryam high-
lights how young talent from 
Tumakuru is making its mark 
in the evolving world of cine-
ma and digital storytelling.

Media Academy 
announces 
training for 

women journalists
CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Media Acade-
my has invited applications 
from women journalists for a 
special training program un-
der the Infosys Springboard 
CSR initiative. The last date 
to apply is March 10.

The three-day residential 
training will be held from 
March 25 to 27 at the Infos-
ys campus in Mysore. Wom-
en journalists with at least 
five years of experience in 
media organizations listed 
under the Department of In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions are eligible to apply.

Applicants must submit 
their photograph, age proof, 
service records, and confir-
mation from their media or-
ganization through the Goo-
gle form link provided by 
the academy. 

Selected participants will 
receive travel allowance as 
per rules.

The program will cover 
digital media skills, use of 
artificial intelligence, lead-
ership qualities, and soft 
skills development. The 
academy stated that final se-
lection of candidates will be 
based on scrutiny of applica-
tions.

Bheemgayana program to celebrate equality ideals
CHITRADURGA

The district administration 
w i l l  o r g a n i z e  t h e 
“Bheemgayana” program on 
March 7 at 10:30 am at 
Shivsharan Madara Channa-
iah Sabha Bhavan (Lidkar 
Bhavan). The event is jointly 
hosted by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions Department, Social Wel-
fare Department, and Sched-
uled Caste Welfare Depart-
ment.

The cultural team “Amma 

Vasundhare Kalathanda” from 
Saragur will present songs 
spreading the ideals of equal-
ity inspired by Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Buddha, and Basavanna. 
Planning and Statistics Minis-
ter D. Sudhakar will inaugu-
rate the event. Several MLAs, 
MPs, board chairpersons, and 
district officials, including 
District Collector T. Ven-
katesh and Superintendent of 
Police Ranjit Kumar Bandaru, 
will attend.

District Information Officer 
Tukaramrao B.V. has invited 

leaders of Dalit organizations, 
students, and the public to 
participate in large numbers 
and make the celebration 
meaningful.

CHITRADURGA

Tension prevailed in Molakal-
muru town after organisations 
of the Madiga community 
locked the taluk office and 
staged a strong protest de-
manding internal reservation. 
The agitators opposed the 
State government’s move to 
fill nearly 56,000 government 
posts without implementing 
internal reservation.

Protesters asked officials 
and staff to step out of the of-
fice before locking the main 
gates. Leaders and members 
then gathered in front of the 
building, beating drums and 
raising slogans in support of 
their long-pending demand. 
Police were present to moni-
tor the situation.

Community leaders said in-
ternal reservation is the right-
ful share of the Madiga com-
munity and the result of a 35 
year long struggle for justice 
in education and employment. 
They stated that as per a Su-
preme Court order, the gov-
ernment must ensure internal 

reservation before proceeding 
with any large scale recruit-
ment. Making appointments 
without it would be unfair and 
unacceptable, they said.

The protesters also urged 
ministers and MLAs from 
their community to put pres-
sure on the government to 
protect the existing reserva-
tion system. They alleged that 
certain leaders are attempting 
to weaken the provision 
earned through years of con-
tinuous protests.

Among their key demands 
were filling all 56,000 posts 
by strictly following internal 
reservation, ensuring six per-
cent quota for the Madiga 
community in jobs, withdraw-
ing cases filed against reser-
vation activists, setting up a 
permanent commission, and 
providing ₹2,000 crore grant 
to development corporations 
working for the community.

The protest continued for 
several hours as leaders 
warned that the agitation 
would intensify if their de-
mands are ignored.

Madiga groups lock taluk 
office protest

Tragic road 
accident: Five 

from Bengaluru 
killed

KOLAR

A deadly road accident 
claimed the lives of five peo-
ple from Bengaluru when 
their car collided with a con-
tainer truck near Gangavaram, 
Palamaner in Chittoor district, 
Andhra Pradesh.

The deceased have been 
identified as Mohan Das (71), 
Nagaraj (61), Kusuma (61), 
Jayanthi (59), and Pooja (33). 
The group was travelling 
from Bengaluru to Tirupati 
when the mishap occurred. 
All five died on the spot due 
to the severity of the collision.

According to officials, the 
accident happened because the 
driver fell asleep at the wheel 
while negotiating a bend in the 
road. The car, which was re-
portedly speeding, lost control 
and hit the container from be-
hind. Transport authorities 
highlighted that road condi-
tions and driver fatigue were 
contributing factors.

Palamaneru police visited 
the site, conducted an initial 
inspection, and registered a 
case in connection with the 
accident. The bodies were 
sent for post-mortem exam-
ination at Palamaneru Gov-
ernment Hospital before be-
ing handed over to the fami-
lies for last rites.
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QUICK READ
Second PUC exams see 

strong student attendance

State Women’s 
Chairperson begins 

Dakshina Kannada Tour

Mangaluru
Students turned out in 
good numbers for the 

Second PUC exams in the 
district on Wednesday. All 
15 students attended the 
Urdu exam, while 3,384 
students appeared for 
Sanskrit, with 7 absent. 

The French exam saw 245 
students present and 1 ab-
sent, according to the De-
partment of Pre-University 

Education. District In-
charge Minister Dinesh 

Gundu Rao also visited the 
site of a new bridge under 

construction on Ballal-
bagh Main Road, costing 

around Rs 2 crore. Legisla-
tive Council member Ivan 

D’Souza accompanied 
him during the inspection, 
highlighting development 

alongside academics.

Mangaluru
Dr. Nagalakshmi Chaud-
hary, Chairperson of the 
Karnataka State Wom-

en’s Commission, will tour 
Dakshina Kannada from 

March 5 to 7, engaging 
with students, women 

workers, and officials. On 
March 5, she will visit Bal-
matha Women’s College, 
State Bank Fish Market, 

Bantwal Women’s Com-
fort Center, Bantwal Taluk 

Hospital, and Puttur 
Women’s Police Station. 

March 6 includes hospital 
visits, a training program 

at Ambedkar Bhavan, and 
International Women’s 

Day celebrations at Kas-
turba Medical College. On 

March 7, she will attend 
the Mahila Spandana 

program and a press con-
ference before leaving for 

Bangalore, highlighting 
women’s welfare initia-
tives across the district.

I hitherto known as Swapna 
Mallapureddi W/o Venkatasudarsan 

Payasam, Residing at No- 126 S 
V Enclave Flat No- 305 8th Main 

Puttenahalli Near Shani Mahatama 
Temple Jp Nagar 7th Phase 

Bangalore  karnataka- 560078, have 
changed my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Swapna Payasam.

NAME CHANGE

I, STALIN, S/o Raju, resident 
of No. 184, 3rd Floor. 3rd Main, 

11th Cross, Padmeshwari Nagar, 
Kithaganur, Bengalure-560049, 

have changed my name to 
STALIN RAJU, vide affidavit 

dated: 04.06.2026, before Notary 
MEER HASSAN, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

I,  NIKHIL MONDKAR,  Resident of 
1st Block 302, Vaishnavi Rathnam 
Apts, 2nd Floor, S M Road, Near 

Ayappa Temple T Dasarahalli  
, Bengaluru -560 057,  have 

changed my name to NIKHIL 
CHANDRAKANT MONDKAR, Vide 
Affidavit Dated: 04.03.2026 before 
notary R.BASAVARAJA Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I,  SHRUTI MONDKAR,  Resident 
of 1st Block 302, Vaishnavi 

Rathnam Apts, 2nd Floor, S M 
Road, Near Ayappa Temple T 

Dasarahalli  , Bengaluru  -560 057  
have changed my name to SHRUTI 
NIKHIL MONDKAR, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 04.03.2026 before notary 

R.BASAVARAJA Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I,  NIKHIL CHANDRAKANT 
MONDKAR,  Resident of 1st Block 
302, Vaishnavi Rathnam Apts, 2nd 

Floor, S M Road, Near Ayappa Temple 
T Dasarahalli  , Bengaluru  -560 057  
have changed my minor son name 

from AKSHAJ NIKHIL MONDKAR to 
AKSHAJ MONDKAR, Vide Affidavit 

Dated: 04.03.2026 before notary 
R.BASAVARAJA Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Organ donation awareness 
program held in Tengali

Dr. Sivananda Hoogara urged organ and body donation, highlighting 
benefits for medical education, blind patients, and society

KALABURAGI

An “Organ Donation Aware-
ness” program was organized 
in Tengali village of Kalagi 
taluk to mark the commemo-
ration of former Zilla Pancha-
yat member Lingayat Shi-
vasharanappa Andagi. The 
event was arranged by the 
Andagi Foundation with the 
aim of spreading awareness 
about donating organs and 
making life meaningful even 
after death.

Speaking at the program, 
Dr. Sivananda Hoogara, Pres-
ident of the National Organ 
Donation Awareness Commit-
tee, urged people to donate 
their organs instead of allow-
ing the body to be destroyed 

after death. He said that do-
nating the body for medical 
education would help students 
learn and serve society better. 
Eye donation, he added, can 
bring light into the lives of the 
blind and give hope to many 
families.

Dr. Hoogara stressed that 
organ donation can save sever-
al lives and encouraged fami-
lies to respect the final wishes 
of those who register for dona-
tion. He said death should not 
be seen as an end, but as an 
opportunity to help others.

Scientist Prof. B.A. Patil, 
who has registered for organ 
donation, also addressed the 
gathering. He said it is the re-
sponsibility of the present 
generation to make such no-
ble acts meaningful and in-
spire others to follow.

In his introductory speech, 
Andagi Foundation President 
Shivraj Andagi said the pro-
gram aimed to educate elders 
and community members 
about serving society even af-
ter death.

Several local leaders and 
villagers attended the event. 
Dr. Hoogara and Prof. Patil 
were felicitated during the 
program in recognition of 
their efforts to promote organ 
donation awareness.

Former MLA urges 
road plan to save 
school building

HUNSUR

Former MLA H.P. Manjunath 
has urged highway engineers 
to protect the Kalkunike Gov-
ernment School building 
while widening the Hunsur 
Bypass Highway. He also rec-
ommended constructing an 
underpass near Court Circle 
and a connecting road from 
the old Mysore Road near the 
layout opposite ITI College.

Following protests from 
parents and former students 
against the demolition of the 
school, AEE Roopa HR of the 
National Highways Depart-
ment visited the site. Officials 
were instructed to ensure that 
the school building is pre-
served at all costs. The pro-
posed new roads will improve 
connectivity to Shabbir 
Nagar, ITI College, Devaraja 

Ursu College near Ursu Cir-
cle, and Talent School.

Deputy Engineer Syed Ta-
basum Lokesh, former munic-
ipal council member Syed 
Yunus, and local leaders Im-
ran, Basavaraj, Anand, Chan-
drashekhar, Raghu, and Ku-
mar were present during the 
inspection. Authorities said 
work will begin after finaliz-
ing designs to save the school 
while improving traffic flow.

After protests against 
school demolition, AEE 

Roopa HR visited, 
directing officials to 

preserve the building 
while proposed roads 
enhance connectivity 
to Shabbir Nagar and 

nearby colleges

CHITRADURGA

Government Arts College 
Principal Dr. J. Kariappa Ma-
lige said many women today 
are facing serious health prob-
lems due to lack of awareness 
and growing social and eco-
nomic pressures. He was 
speaking after inaugurating a 
Women’s Health Awareness 
programme organized by the 
college’s Women’s Unit and 
IQAC at Ambedkar Hall on 
Wednesday.

Dr. Malige noted that nearly 

half of women suffer from var-
ious physical and mental 
health issues. He said igno-
rance about health is often the 
main reason for many diseas-
es. He advised girl students 
not to hide their problems out 
of fear or hesitation, but to 
openly consult doctors and 
seek proper medical guidance.

Basaveshwara Medical Col-
lege gynecologist Dr. Soumya 
delivered a detailed talk on 
women’s health. She explained 
that certain cancers, including 
uterine and breast cancer, are 

linked to lifestyle habits. She 
informed students that preven-
tive vaccines are available and 
encouraged them and faculty 
members to make use of these 
facilities.

Dr. Soumya also stressed the 
importance of daily exercise, 
walking and healthy food hab-
its to prevent diseases. She 
gave practical guidance on 
menstrual hygiene, hormonal 

changes and the correct use of 
sanitary pads. She urged 
young women to maintain 
cleanliness and pay attention 
to early symptoms of health 
problems.

The programme was attend-
ed by faculty members and 
coordinators of various college 
committees. Students actively 
participated in the interactive 
session and clarified their 
doubts, making the event in-
formative and meaningful.

Swamigal said successive MLAs, including H.P. Manjunath, S.P. Manjunath, H. 
Vishwanath, and G.D. Harish Gowda, discussed the issue, but no decision was made

Hunsur Ashraya beneficiaries await sites for years
HUNSUR

Serious allegations have been 
raised over the long delay in 
providing house sites to 870 
beneficiaries under the Ashra-
ya Yojana in Hunsur town. 
Taluk Civil Welfare Commit-
tee President Swamigal said 
the beneficiaries, who re-
ceived title deeds nearly 22 
years ago, are still waiting for 
possession of land in Vi-
jayanagara Layout on Ratna-
puri Road.

Former Hunsur MLA V. Pa-
panna had distributed land ti-
t les  dur ing  2004-2005 
through the Ashraya Samiti 
for landless families belong-
ing to backward and weaker 
sections. However, despite 

several meetings over the 
years, sites have not been 
handed over.

Swamigal told reporters at 
the Journalists’ Association 
office that meetings were held 
by successive MLAs including 
H. P. Manjunath, S. P. Manju-
nath, H. Vishwanath and G. D. 
Harish Gowda between 2009 
and 2024 to discuss the issue. 
Yet, no final decision has been 
implemented.

He clarified that the land 
was purchased decades ago 
using municipal public reve-
nue funds, not from personal 
or government grants of any 
MLA. The beneficiaries were 
issued rights certificates after 
due approval, and reviewing 
the list now without reason 

would be unjust, he said.
Vice President Intak Raju 

warned that if authorities fail 
to act from a social justice 
perspective, the committee 
will intensify its protest. 

Committee members stated 
they have documented all 870 
certificate numbers and are 
prepared for further action to 
secure justice for the landless 
families.

CHINCHOLI

Madiga community leader 
Akash Koollor has demanded 
strict implementation of inter-
nal reservation in the recruit-
ment of 56,432 vacant gov-
ernment posts, warning that 
neglecting it would betray 
decades of struggle.

Addressing reporters in 
Chincholi, Koollor recalled 
that the Madiga community 
has been fighting for internal 
reservation for the past 35 
years. “Following the Supreme 
Court verdict, the state govern-
ment must now apply internal 
reservation scientifically and 
strictly according to the new 
roster system,” he said.

Koollor emphasized that 
proper implementation is the 
only way to ensure justice for 
the community. “If the Con-
gress-led government ignores 
internal reservation in filling 
these posts, it will be a huge 
betrayal. We cannot remain 
silent if injustice continues,” 
he added, warning of state-
wide protests if their demands 
are ignored.

He noted that the govern-
ment is currently filling back-
log and new vacancies across 
various departments, making 
it the right time to ensure in-
ternal reservation. “Only 
through careful application of 
reservation can the hard-
fought rights of our commu-
nity be protected,” Koollor 
said.

The meeting was attended 
by other community leaders, 
including Pradeep Maitri and 
Machendra Serikar, who sup-
ported the call for fair recruit-
ment practices. The leaders 
stressed that the Madiga com-
munity will continue to press 
for equality and representa-
tion until internal reservation 
is properly enforced in all 
government employment.

Madiga leader urges 
internal reservation in 

recruitment

Dalit group demands 
larger fair budget share

KALABURAGI

Members of the Dalit Sang-
harsh Samiti staged a protest 
in front of the District Collec-
tor’s office on Wednesday, 
demanding that 24.1 percent 
of the State budget be set 
aside for Dalits. The organiza-
tion, founded by Lakshmina-
rayana Nagawara, said the 
allocation should match the 
community’s population share 
and be clearly shown in gov-
ernment accounts.

After the dharna, leaders 
submitted a memorandum to 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
through the District Collector. 
They reminded him that their 
members had strongly sup-
ported the Congress in the 
2023 Assembly elections be-
lieving in his promise of so-
cial justice.

Protesters said the govern-
ment must remove confusion 
over roster points in internal 
reservation and ensure fair re-
cruitment for all 101 Sched-
uled Castes. They also sought 
better facilities in hostels, in-
cluding enough furniture and 
study materials for students. 
In addition, they demanded 
that cemetery land be re-
served for Dalits in every vil-
lage.

The group urged the State 

to raise the income limit for 
SC/ST reservation to fifteen 
lakh rupees per year, saying 
many poor families are left 
out under current rules. They 
further appealed for equal op-
portunities in priesthood and 
civil services, stating that dig-
nity and representation are 
essential for true develop-
ment.

Several district and taluk 
leaders, along with student 
activists, joined the protest 
and expressed hope that the 
government would respond 
positively to their long-stand-
ing demands. Community el-
ders said the protest was 
peaceful and aimed at remind-
ing the State of its duty to 
protect vulnerable sections. 
They added that proper bud-
get support would improve 
education, housing, and jobs 
for future generations. Now 
they await clear action. Lead-
ers said they will continue 
dialogue until justice is deliv-
ered fully. Statewide support.

Lawyers’ Welfare: M.A. Mulla makes big promise
CHINCHOLI

Mohammed Sa A. Mulla, 
popularly known as M.A. 
Mulla, who is contesting in 
the State Bar Council elec-
tions, has promised to work 
for the welfare of lawyers in 
the state. Speaking to lawyer 
voters at the Chincholi town 
court premises, Mulla said 
that lawyers are an essential 
part of the judicial system but 
often face difficulties and lack 
proper government support.

Mulla outlined his plans to 
provide safety and financial 
security to lawyers and their 

families. He said that in case 
of any disaster, the families of 
lawyers would receive ₹10 
lakh as insurance and ₹10 
lakh as compensation. He also 
said he would request the 
Karnataka State Bar Council 
to secure a government grant 
of ₹20 crore every year to 
support lawyers across the 
state.

He pointed out that lawyers 
in smaller towns and taluks 
face more problems compared 
to those in Bengaluru and 
promised to focus on giving 
them the necessary facilities 
to work comfortably.

Senior lawyers, including 
Shivasharanappa Japatti, Sri-
mantha Kattimani, Chan-
drashekhar Malasa, Suryakant 
Chincholikar, Mallikarjuna 
Kotapalli, and Suryakant Ga-
rampalli, attended the meeting 
and welcomed Mulla’s pro-
posals.

Mulla expressed that his 
goal is to ensure that lawyers 
feel secure, supported, and 
appreciated for their work. He 
urged lawyers to trust him and 
said he would strive to im-
prove their working condi-
tions, making justice accessi-
ble and easier for everyone.

HATTI

Farmers in Nilogal village are 
facing major losses due to re-
peated transformer failures, al-
leging negligence by the elec-
tricity department. According to 
the farmers, low-capacity trans-
formers have been installed, 
which burn frequently and dis-
rupt irrigation, causing crops to 
dry and yields to drop. For sev-
eral days after each transformer 
burned, pump sets could not 
operate, worsening the situation. 
Farmers claim this is leading to 
significant financial losses. 

They also stated that every time 
a transformer is replaced, they 
are charged Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 
20,000, adding to their burden.

During a petition submitted to 
the Gulbarga Electricity Supply 
Department branch officer in 
Hatti on Tuesday, farmers de-
manded that transformers of at 
least 100 kV capacity be in-
stalled immediately to prevent 
recurring problems. They urged 
authorities to ensure that any 
burned transformer is replaced 
within 24 hours and called for a 
permanent solution to safeguard 
agricultural activities.

Ramesh Veerapur, Taluk 
Secretary of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), 
warned that a sit-in protest 
would be organized in front of 
the department office if the is-
sues are not resolved promptly. 
Farmers present at the petition 
included Nagaraj, Amarappa, 
Hussain Saab, Sharanabasava, 
Hamid, Gowdappa Gowda, 
Yankanna, Malakaraddi, Alla-
habhaksha, and Rangappa.

The farmers hope that imme-
diate action from authorities 
will prevent further damage 
and financial loss.

Farmers complain over low-
capacity transformers
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CEO’s office recommends 

punishment for some 
EROs, AEROs

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta 
celebrates Holi at her 

residence

KOLKATA
The office of the West 

Bengal Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) has sent a de-
tailed report to the Elec-
tion Commission of India 

headquarters in New Delhi 
highlighting deliberate 

performance derelictions 
on the part of a section of 
electoral registration of-
ficers (EROs) and assis-

tant electoral registration 
officers (AEROs) during 

the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) in the 

state. The CEO’s office 
has recommended disci-
plinary action for EROS 

and AEROs found guilty of 
deliberate dereliction, 

while maintaining that the 
Commission will ultimate-

ly decide on this count.

NEW DELHI
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Wednesday cel-

ebrated the festival of 
Holi at her residence and 
extended warm greetings 
to the people of the na-
tional capital. Earlier in 

the day, the CM took to X 
to convey her wishes. 

“Heartiest greetings to all 
of you on this auspicious 
occasion of Holi. May this 

festival of colours bring 
new hope, new enthusi-
asm, and prosperity to 
your lives. A developed 
Delhi is one where cele-
brations also become a 
medium of empower-

ment,” she wrote. High-
lighting her government’s 

focus on women’s em-
powerment, the Chief 

Minister said.

¥ÀlÖt ¥ÀAZÁAiÀÄw PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ SÁ£Á¥ÀÆgÀ
vÁ||SÁ£Á¥ÀÆgÀ   f||¨É¼ÀUÁ«

PÀZÉÃj zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ¸ÀASÉå: 08336-222240 E Mail:itstaff_ulb_khanapur@yahoo.com

Tal : Khanapur &   Dist : Belagavi
Town Panchayat, KHANAPUR

SL/TPK/SBM 2.0/Labour/2025-26/                              Date:04.03.2026

Publication of ReTender Notification
Only through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal
(Karnataka Transparency Act 1999 Act 2000 w.e.f.)

     SBM 2.0 Grant & TP Khanapur General Fund, KC-6 and 
KW-01 for 1) DMA/2025-26/SE7418 2)DMA/2025-26/SE7419 
3 ) D M A / 2 0 2 5 - 2 6 / S E 7 4 2 0  4 ) D M A / 2 0 2 5 - 2 6 / B D 
/WORK_INDENT55883, during the under Khanapur Pattana 
Panchayat. 04 Tender are invited for minimum 2.16 lakh 
maximum 58.97 lakh works tendered. More details can befound 
at https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Last date for submission of 
tenders: 18-03-2026 upto 17:00 hrs. For more information 
contact Technical Branch of Khanapur Town Panchayat and 
tender payment as per conditions.

Sd/- Chief Officer
TP Khanapur

Sd/-Administrator
TP Khanapur

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀgÀPÁgÀ

DIPR/BGM/1985/DeshpandePublicity/2025-26Job No  1569  Siz :13x2

ªÀÄºÁ£ÀUÀgÀ ¥Á°PÉ PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ,

zÁªÀtUÉgÉ.

¸À»/-PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ,

 ªÀÄºÁ£ÀUÀgÀ ¥Á°PÉ, zÁªÀtUÉgÉ

ªÁ¸ÁE/zÁªÀtUÉgÉ/795/

PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

£ÀA:zÁªÀÄ¥Á:PÁC3:E.mÉAqÀgï:23:2025-26     ¢£ÁAPÀ:03.03.2026

2025-26£ÉÃ ̧ Á°£À J¸ï.J¥sï.¹ ªÀÄÄPÀÛ¤¢üAiÀÄ n.J¸ï.¦ AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄ G½PÉ

C£ÀÄzÁ£À- 01 ¸ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï , ¥Á°PÉ ¸ÁªÀiÁ£Àå ¤¢AiÀÄ ±ÉÃ 24.10

AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄ »A¢£À ̧ Á®ÄUÀ¼À°è£À G½PÉ - 02 ̧ ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï, ¥Á°PÉ

¸ÁªÀiÁ£Àå ¤¢AiÀÄ ±ÉÃ 7.25 AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄ »A¢£À ̧ Á®ÄUÀ¼À°è£À G½PÉ ü- 01

¸ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï,¥Á°PÉ ̧ ÁªÀiÁ£Àå ¤¢AiÀÄ ±ÉÃ 5.00 AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄ »A¢£À

¸Á®ÄUÀ¼À°è£À G½PÉ - 01 ̧ ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï, 2025-26 ¥Á°PÉ ¸ÁªÀiÁ£Àå

¤¢- 03 ̧ ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgï, 2025-26 £ÉÃ ̧ Á°£À JAlgï ¥ÉæöÊ¸ï (ªÀÄ½UÉ)

¤¢ü- 01 ̧ ÀASÉåAiÀÄ mÉAqÀgïUÀ½UÉ PÉ¦¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ ¹AUÀ̄ ï/

qÀ§¯ï PÀªÀgï ¥ÀzÀÝwAiÀÄ°è ¥Á°PÉAiÀÄ PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï/

¤ÃgÀÄ À̧gÀ§gÁdÄ) gÀªÀgÀÄ C¯ÁàªÀ¢/ü ¥ÀÆuÁðªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¹zÀÄÝ, CºÀð

UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ/ Kd¤ìzÁgÀgÀÄ/ ̧ ÀgÀ§gÁdÄzÁgÀgÀÄ PÉ¦¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÉ̈ ï

¸ÉÊmï kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è mÉAqÀgïUÁV ̈ sÁUÀªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À
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Guj targets 5.50 lakh 
girls in statewide HPV 

vaccination drive
National data indicate that one woman 

in India is diagnosed with cervical cancer 
every four minutes and 12 sec

GANDHINAGAR
 

Gujarat has set a target of 
vaccinating 5.50 lakh adoles-
cent girls against cervical can-
cer under a statewide Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) immu-
nisation campaign launched 
from Ahmedabad, following 
the national roll-out an-
nounced last week. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the nation-
wide drive on February 28 in 
Rajasthan.

The Gujarat leg of the cam-
paign was formally launched 
at Sola Civil Hospital by 
Chief Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel in the presence of Health 
Minister Praful Pansheriya.

Health officials said the 
campaign is aimed at protect-
ing 14-year-old girls from 
cervical cancer, which is the 
second most common cancer 
among Indian women and ac-
counts for around 17.7 per 
cent of cases.

National data indicate that 
one woman in India is diag-
nosed with cervical cancer 
every four minutes and 12 
seconds, and one dies from 
the disease every seven min-

utes.
Nearly 70 to 75 per cent of 

patients are diagnosed at the 
second or third stage, and the 
disease remains a leading 
cause of death among women 
aged 30 to 69 years.

In 2022, India recorded an 
estimated 1,27,526 new cases 
and 79,906 deaths linked to 
cervical cancer. Gujarat re-
ported 4,928 new cases and 
1,781 deaths during the same 
period.

Experts at the Gujarat Can-
cer Research Institute (GCRI) 
said concerns and misinfor-
mation surrounding the HPV 
vaccine are unfounded.

They stated that the vaccine 
is safe and effective in pre-
venting infection from high-
risk HPV types 16 and 18, 
which are responsible for the 
majority of cervical cancer 
cases.

Doctors explained that per-
sistent HPV infection can de-
velop into Cervical Intraepi-
thelial Neoplasia (CIN) over 
10 to 20 years and may even-
tually progress to invasive 
cancer, making early vaccina-
tion a critical preventive mea-
sure.

Rahul Gandhi celebrates Holi 
with Congmen at AICC HQ

"Happy Holi. Sabko pyaar bhari, nafrat mitaane wali Holi," he said, expressing hope that the 
festival helps remove hatred and strengthens bonds among people.

NEW DELHI
 

The premises of the AICC 
headquarters came alive 
with colours and festive 
greetings as senior party 
leaders, office-bearers and 
supporters gathered to cele-
brate the festival of colours. 
Rahul Gandhi joined the 
gathering, interacting with 
party workers and exchang-
ing Holi greetings with 
those present.

Extending his wishes on 
social media, Gandhi posted 
a message on X, expressing 
hope that the festival would 
bring happiness and positiv-
ity to everyone. “Heartfelt 
Holi greetings to all of you 
on the festival of colours 

and love. May the colours of 
Holi fill all your lives with 
new hopes, fresh enthusi-
asm, and countless joys,” he 
wrote.

Several Congress leaders 
present at the event wel-
comed Gandhi’s participa-
tion and highlighted the im-
portance of celebrating fes-
tivals together with party 
workers. 

Supriya Shrinate said Holi 
represents joy and celebra-
tion and expressed happi-
ness over Gandhi joining the 
festivities.

“Holi is a festival of joy, 
happiness and celebration. 
We are all excited that Ra-
hul Gandhi is here today to 
celebrate Holi with us. 

Mukul Wasnik also praised 
Gandhi’s presence at the 
celebration, noting that de-
spite holding an important 
national position, he contin-
ues to engage with party 
workers during cultural 
events. According to Was-
nik, such gestures strength-
en the bond between leader-

ship and grassroots workers. 
Sachin Pilot emphasized the 
deeper meaning of the festi-
val, describing Holi as a cel-
ebration of love and broth-
erhood.  

He said the occasion 
should inspire people to 
come together and spread 
happiness across society.

Meanwhile, Rajeev Shuk-
la said party members were 
enjoying the festive atmo-
sphere at the headquarters.  

The Holi celebrations at 
the Congress headquarters 
highlighted the party’s at-
tempt to reinforce a sense of 
unity and collective spirit 
among its members while 
marking one of India’s most 
widely celebrated festivals.

Rajnath Singh, Nadda extend 
greetings for peace, harmony
NEW DELHI

 
During the celebrations, Ra-
jnath Singh interacted with 
visitors and conveyed his 
Holi wishes to people 
across the nation. Speaking 
to IANS, the Defence Min-
ister said the festival sym-
bolises joy and unity and 
expressed hope for global 
peace. 

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Holi, I extend my 
heartfelt greetings to all 
countrymen. May peace be 
established across the 
world,” Singh said.

Earlier in the day, he also 
shared a message on X, 
highlighting the spirit of the 
festival. In his post, he 

wished that Holi would 
bring happiness, good 
health, prosperity and re-
newed enthusiasm into peo-
ple’s lives.

Singh also emphasised 
that the festival of colours 
plays an important role in 
strengthening bonds of uni-
ty, harmony and brother-
hood in society. He encour-
aged citizens to celebrate 
Holi safely while keeping 
environmental consider-
ations in mind, including 
the use of natural colours 
and traditional practices.

Meanwhile, Health Min-
ister JP Nadda celebrated 
the festival at his residence 
along with party leaders, 
workers and supporters.

'Phool Holi' celebrated with 
devotion at Kashi Vishwanath Dham
VARANASI

 
The flower-based Holi fes-
tivities were held at Shanka-
racharya Chowk within the 
temple complex, where 
large numbers of devotees 
gathered to take part in the 
celebrations. 

Instead of coloured pow-
ders, flowers were show-
ered on participants, creat-
ing a vibrant yet environ-
mentally friendly celebra-
tion.

Temple authorities said 
the event was designed to 
preserve traditional customs 
while promoting safe and 
eco-conscious celebrations. 
Apart from the showering 
of flowers, the programme 
also featured a series of cul-

tural performances, includ-
ing devotional songs, bha-
jans and traditional Holi 
melodies that enhanced the 
festive mood.

According to officials, the 
celebrations were organised 
with the cooperation of tem-
ple authorities, local police 
and other agencies to ensure 
the event remained peaceful 
and orderly. Devotees were 
also urged to maintain deco-
rum and cooperate with au-
thorities during the festivi-
ties.

Temple Chief Executive 
Officer Vishwabhushan 
Mishra said the temple trust 
had arranged a special 
five-tier floral setup for the 
occasion. “Today, Holi was 
performed at Baba’s temple.

TN BJP 
lambasts Cong-
DMK allies over 

protests
CHENNAI

 
In a statement, Tamil 
Nadu BJP spokesper-
son A. N. S. Prasad al-
leged that demonstra-
tions held on March 1 
a n d  2  m o u r n i n g 
Khamenei—who was 
reportedly killed in 
joint strikes by the 
United States and Isra-
el on February 28—re-
flected a political agen-
da that undermined In-
dia’s national interests.

Prasad said some 
protest groups attempt-
ed to march towards 
the United States Con-
sulate General Chennai 
during the visit of Nar-
endra Modi to the state. 
According to him, such 
actions were irrespon-
sible and risked dis-
turbing public order.

The BJP leader fur-
t h e r  a rg u e d  t h a t 
demonstrations target-
ing foreign diplomatic 
missions were inappro-
priate and could nega-
tively affect India’s 
global image. 

He also criticised 
statements made by 
Congress leaders, in-
cluding Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi, 
claiming their remarks 
questioned the Indian 
government’s stance on 
developments in West 
Asia.

Prasad said such 
comments were politi-
cally motivated and 
could weaken national 
unity at a time when 
the government is pri-
oritising the safety of 
Indian citizens in the 
conflict-hit region.

Vinod Tawde, 
Athawale 
feature in 

Maha BJP list
MUMBAI

 
The BJP on Wednesday 
announced its four candi-
dates from Maharashtra 
for the upcoming Rajya 
Sabha biennial elections. 

The party has strategi-
cally focussed on organi-
zational influence and 
"social engineering." 

The most notable name 
on the list is Vinod 
Tawde, the BJP National 
General Secretary and 
Bihar incharge. This 
n o m i n a t i o n  m a r k s 
Tawde’s return to active 
parliamentary politics af-
ter being away from the 
legislative fray since 
2019. Alongside Tawde, 
the party has renominat-
ed Ramdas Athawale, the 
National President of the 
RPI (Athawale) faction 
and sitting Union Minis-
ter of State. The other 
two candidates include 
Maya Chintaman Ivnate, 
a tribal leader, former 
mayor of the Nagpur 
Municipal Corporation 
and Ramrao Wadkute 
who hails from Dhangar 
community from Hingoli 
district. Political analysts 
suggest that the BJP has 
carefully curated this list 
to appeal to diverse de-
mographics and regions.

Kerala CPI-M gears up for 
crucial candidate finalisation
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
Kerala's ruling Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
enters a decisive phase this 
week as its State Secretari-
at and Committee convene 
on Thursday and Friday to 
finalise candidates for the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions.

According to a senior 
party leader who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, the 
two-day deliberations will 
produce a draft list that 
will be forwarded to the 14 
district committees for dis-
cussions at various organi-
sational levels. The feed-
back will then return to the 
State Committee for ratifi-

cation, paving the way for 
an official announcement 
by state Secretary M.V. 
Govindan early next week. 
Candidate selection, party 
sources said, follows a cal-
ibrated strategy balancing 
winnability, organisational 
discipline, and leadership 
renewal. In constituencies 
considered a "sure shot" 
for the party, the CPI-M 
has largely adhered to a 
two-term norm to facilitate 
generational change. This 
approach previously saw 
the induction of A. N. 
Shamseer from Thalassery, 
long regarded as the politi-
cal bastion of former state 
Secretary Kodiyeri Bal-
akrishnan.
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CPI-M leader Sudhakaran signals exit, slams party leadership for ‘neglect’
ALAPPUZHA

 
In a strongly worded Face-
book post, the 75-year-old 
leader accused the party lead-
ership of sustained neglect 
and humiliation over the past 
few years. Sudhakaran said 
that despite his long associa-
tion with the CPI-M, he had 
been sidelined from key activ-
ities after being shifted from 
the State Committee in 2022 
to function merely as a branch 
committee member under the 
Alappuzha District Commit-
tee. Highlighting his de-
cades-long association with 

the party, Sudhakaran noted 
that he has been a member of 
the CPI-M for 63 years and 
served in the State Committee 
for 43 years. However, he 
claimed that the district lead-
ership had failed to acknowl-
edge his contributions. Ac-
cording to him, the District 
Secretary had not enquired 
about his well-being even 
once and had excluded him 
from public programmes for 
nearly five years.

Sudhakaran also launched a 
direct attack on CPI-M State 
Secretary M. V. Govindan. He 
criticised remarks made by 

Govindan during a recent 
press conference, where the 
latter reportedly suggested 
that Sudhakaran was not de-
serving of consideration. Call-
ing the remark inappropriate, 

the veteran leader said the 
tone used during the media 
interaction amounted to 
mockery and was deeply hurt-
ful.

A prominent figure in Ker-
ala politics, Sudhakaran 
served as a legislator four 
times and held ministerial po-
sitions on two occasions. 
Most recently, he served as a 
minister in the first Pinarayi 
Vijayan government between 
2016 and 2021.

His relationship with the 
party leadership has been 
strained since he was denied a 
ticket in the 2021 Kerala As-

sembly elections. Since then, 
Sudhakaran has occasionally 
voiced dissent against the 
leadership, keeping the party 
on edge.

Known for his blunt and 
straightforward style, Sudha-
karan has commanded respect 
across political lines, with 
even leaders from the Con-
gress-led Opposition ac-
knowledging his stature.

In his Facebook post, he 
also pointed out that he was 
not invited to the 50th anni-
versary observance of the 
Emergency, despite being the 
only surviving leader in the 

district who had faced arrest, 
imprisonment, and assault 
during that period.

Meanwhile, political specu-
lation has intensified with un-
confirmed reports suggesting 
that Congress General Secre-
tary and Alappuzha MP K. C. 
Venugopal has met Sudha-
karan. If he chooses to switch 
sides, there are indications 
that the Congress-led United 
Democratic Front (UDF) may 
field him from his home con-
stituency of Ambalappuzha, a 
move that could significantly 
alter the political dynamics in 
Alappuzha district.
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Kerala travel institute 
starts training prog for 

TN tourism officials

Special cell to find 
missing women in 

state: Maharashtra CM 

Maha govt abolishes 
non-agricultural tax 
for housing societies

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
In a significant in-

ter-state collaboration, 
the Kerala Institute of 

Tourism and Travel 
Studies (KITTS), the 

human resource devel-
opment arm of Ker-

ala’s Tourism Depart-
ment, has launched a 

comprehensive training 
programme for tourism 

officials from Tamil 
Nadu, focusing on Ker-
ala’s sustainable and 

innovative tourism 
models. The pro-

gramme, inaugurated 
online by Tourism and 
Public Works Minister 

P. A. Mohamed Riyas at 
the KITTS campus 

here, will train 60 Tour-
ism Information Of-

ficers from Tamil Nadu 
serving at the state 
and district levels. 
Conducted in two 

batches, the first ses-
sion began on 

Wednesday, with the 
second scheduled 
from March 10 to 

March 12.

MUMBAI
Chief Minister Devendra 

Fadnavis on Wednes-
day announced in the 
legislative council that 
the state government 
has formed a special 

cell to search for miss-
ing women in Mahar-

ashtra, with Additional 
Director General 

(ADG)- level women 
officers appointed to 

head it.  The cell will fo-
cus on planning and im-
plementation of search 
operations. He informed 

that the number of 
women found in the 

last year has increased 
by 10 per cent due to 
the work done by this 
special cell during the 
Question Hour in the 
Legislative Council. 
Niranjan Davkhare 

raised a question, while 
Bhai Jagtap raised a 

sub-question.

MUMBAI
In a landmark decision 
providing significant fi-
nancial relief to urban 
residents, the Mahar-

ashtra government has 
announced the total 

abolition of the 
Non-Agricultural (NA) 
tax for housing socie-
ties.  Revenue Minister 

Chandrashekhar 
Bawankule on Wednes-

day confirmed in the 
Legislative Assembly 
that all past, present, 

and future NA tax levies, 
including outstanding 

arrears, have been 
waived.  The announce-
ment came during the 
Question Hour of the 
Budget Session, in re-

sponse to a query raised 
by MLA Bhimrao Tapkir 
regarding the tax bur-
den on urban housing 
complexes. Minister 
Bawankule told the 

house that the annual 
NA tax is completely 

scrapped for all residen-
tial constructions, re-

gardless of age.  

‘Matsya Shakti’ project to empower 
coastal minority communities: Min 
Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying and Minority Affairs George 
Kurian on Wed launched ‘Matsya Shakti’ training programme for coastal minority fishers in Kerala 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

The Union Minister was 
speaking while inaugurating a 
training-cum-awareness pro-
gramme under the Matsya 
Shakti initiative at the Vizhin-
jam Regional Centre of the 
ICAR-Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute (CM-
FRI). 

He highlighted that the pro-
gramme aims to strengthen 
the socio-economic condition 
of minority fisher communi-
ties by equipping them with 
modern skills and sustainable 
livelihood opportunities in the 
fisheries sector.

According to Kurian, the 
Matsya Shakti project is de-
signed to benefit around 690 
individuals, making it one of 
the largest targeted skill de-
velopment initiatives for mi-
nority fisher communities in 
the district. The programme 
seeks to promote entrepre-
neurship, improve technical 
knowledge, and create em-

ployment  opportuni t ies 
through fisheries and maricul-
ture activities.

As part of the initiative, 90 
participants are currently un-
dergoing a 40-day intensive 
training programme to be-
come hatchery production 
workers. The course provides 
comprehensive practical and 
theoretical knowledge on var-
ious aspects of hatchery oper-
ations. The curriculum in-
cludes broodstock manage-

ment, artificial breeding tech-
niques, larval rearing practic-
es, feed and water quality 
management, hatchery hy-
giene, and biosecurity proto-
cols.

In addition, 180 beneficia-
ries will receive hands-on 
training in cage culture fish 
farming. The training pro-
gramme focuses on sustain-
able mariculture practices, 
enabling participants to adopt 
modern and environmentally 

responsible fish farming tech-
niques that can enhance pro-
ductivity and profitability.

A major highlight of the 
Matsya Shakti initiative is its 
strong emphasis on women’s 
empowerment. As part of the 
programme, 420 women will 
undergo exclusive leadership 
development training aimed 
at strengthening their role in 
community development and 
economic activities.

The training modules for 

women include communica-
tion skills, financial literacy, 
entrepreneurship develop-
ment, awareness of govern-
ment welfare schemes, and 
strategies for collective ac-
tion and leadership.

During his interaction with 
the trainees, Kurian encour-
aged them to utilise the op-
portunity to become entrepre-
neurs and community leaders 
who can generate employ-
ment and contribute to the 
local economy.

On the occasion, the Min-
ister also distributed fish 
seeds of Giant Trevally, a 
high-value edible species, 
and Bluefin Watchman Goby, 
an ornamental fish, to farm-
ers. 

He also released informa-
tive brochures detailing the 
cultivation potential and eco-
nomic benefits of these spe-
cies, highlighting their role in 
promoting sustainable fisher-
ies and enhancing incomes 
for coastal communities.

TVK leader promises farm 
loan waiver at Thanjavur meet
THANJAVUR

 
Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam 
(TVK) leader Vijay on 
Wednesday made an emotion-
al appeal to party cadres 
while unveiling a fresh set of 
election promises at an exec-
utive meeting and campaign 
programme held at Chengi-
patti in Tamil Nadu's Than-
javur district. 

Addressing TVK 
executives and 
campaign volun-
t e e r s ,  Vi j a y 
urged supporters 
to give him an 
opportunity to 
establish a cor-
ruption-free and 
socially just gov-
ernment in Tamil 
Nadu.

This relationship with the 
people is not something that 
came for the sake of elec-
tions. It happened naturally. 
For some, politics may be a 
choice during elections, but 
for me and those who support 
me, it is deeply emotional, he 
said.

During the meeting, Vijay 
also announced the second 
phase of his party’s election 
promises, after earlier unveil-
ing the first phase in Vellore.

A key highlight of the an-
nouncement was a major re-
lief proposal for farmers.

Vi j a y 
said that 
i f  TVK 

forms the 
g o v e r n -

ment,  crop 
loans taken by 

farmers owning up 
to five acres of land from co-
operative agricultural banks 
would be completely waived. 
For farmers owning more 
than five acres, the party 
would examine the possibility 
of waiving up to 50 per cent 
of their crop loans.

Our government will en-
sure that delta farmers never 
face a shortage of fertilisers, 
Vijay said, emphasising that 
the party would stand firmly 
with the farming community 
and reject any scheme that 
harms farmers, even if pres-

sure comes from the Union 
government.

He also announced that the 
government would bear the 
entire educational expenses of 
children from landless fami-
lies and farmers owning up to 
two acres of land, provided no 
member of the family is em-
ployed in the state or Central 
government.

Highlighting issues in agri-
cultural procurement, Vijay 
said his government would 
ensure that paddy stored in 
procurement centres is prop-
erly protected and not allowed 
to sprout and go to waste.

Adequate storage infra-
structure would be created, 
and strict action would be tak-
en if commissions are illegal-
ly collected for loading or 
unloading paddy bags.

Vijay 
urged 

supporters to 
give him an 

opportunity to 
establish a corruption-
free and socially just 

government in 
Tamil Nadu.

Tawde thanks BJP leadership 
after RS nomination, vows 

dedicated service
NEW DELHI

 
In a post on his official X 
handle, Vinod Tawde con-
veyed his appreciation to the 
BJP’s top leadership for plac-
ing their trust in him. Infinite 
thanks and gratitude! I sin-
cerely thank the senior leader-
ship and the Central Election 
Committee for selecting me 
as a Rajya Sabha candidate, 
he wrote.

Tawde also highlighted the 
guidance and leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP National Pres-
ident Nitin Nabin, stating that 
the party remains steadfast in 
its commitment to serving the 
national interest. He empha-
sized that the BJP’s ideology 
and vision for development 
continue to inspire leaders 
and workers across the coun-
try.

The senior BJP leader also 
expressed special thanks to 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and State 
BJP President Ravindra Cha-
van for supporting his nomi-
nation. He assured the leader-
ship and party workers that he 
would fulfill the responsibili-
ty entrusted to him with com-
plete dedication and loyalty.

Political observers see 
Tawde’s nomination to the 
Rajya Sabha as recognition of 
his strong organizational abil-

ities and unwavering commit-
ment to the party. Over the 
years, he has played several 
crucial roles within the BJP, 
contributing significantly to 
strengthening the party’s 
structure and electoral strate-
gy.

Tawde’s recent political 
work in Bihar is considered 
particularly significant. After 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
exited the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) in 2022, 
the BJP leadership appointed 
Tawde as the party’s Bihar 
Incharge, assigning him the 
challenging task of rebuilding 
and strengthening the party’s 
base in the politically com-
plex state.

Under his leadership, the 
BJP focused on strengthening 
its organizational network 
down to the booth level. 
Through strategic planning, 
effective social outreach, and 
coordinated efforts with alli-
ance partners, Tawde played a 
key role in consolidating the 
NDA’s position in Bihar.

Omar meets offers 
prayers for lives 

lost in Iran conflict 
in Srinagar

SRINAGAR
 

According to an official state-
ment from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office, Omar Abdullah 
met religious leaders and 
members of civil society in 
Srinagar in view of the esca-
lating situation in West Asia. 

During the interaction, par-
ticipants expressed deep con-
cern over the ongoing conflict 
and conveyed their condo-
lences over the loss of lives in 
Iran.The Chief Minister 
stressed the importance of 
maintaining peace, harmony, 
and stability in Jammu and 
Kashmir during such sensitive 
times. He urged people to re-
spect public sentiments while 
ensuring that expressions of 
grief and mourning remain 
peaceful and responsible.

The Chief Minister today 
interacted with religious lead-
ers and members of civil soci-
ety in Srinagar in light of re-
cent developments in West 
Asia. The participants ex-
pressed concern over the situ-
ation and conveyed their con-
dolences over the loss of lives 
in Iran, the statement said.

This marks the first interac-
tion between Omar Abdullah 
and civil society members in 
Kashmir since the United 
States and Israel launched at-
tacks on Iran, a development 
that has sparked widespread 
concern across the region.

Several prominent figures 
attended the meeting, includ-
ing religious leaders, social 
activists, and representatives 
from business and trade com-
munities. The participants dis-
cussed the evolving situation 
in West Asia and its potential 
implications.

Earlier, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah had strongly 
condemned the attacks on 
Iran, asserting that the right to 
determine a change of regime 
lies solely with the people of 
Iran and not with external 
powers. He reiterated that in-
ternational conflicts should 
not undermine the sovereign-
ty of nations.

The Chief Minister has also 
been closely monitoring the 
safety of Kashmiri students 
currently studying in Iran. He 
has been in constant contact 
with the Ministry of External 
Affairs to ensure their safe 
return to India amid the esca-
lating tensions.

2 killed after being struck by train in Ahmedabad Bengal man ends life after finding name 
on adjudication category of voters list

KOLKATA
 

A man in Magrahat area of 
West Bengal's South 24 Par-
ganas district committed sui-
cide after he found his name 
under the adjudication cate-
gory in the final electoral 
rolls of West Bengal post 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise, the police 

said on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to police sources, the 
deceased has been identified 
as Rafiq Ali Ghazi, 41.

Officers of Ushti Police 
Station recovered the body 
from his house late last night 
with a noose around his 
neck. The body has been sent 
to Diamond Harbour Medi-
cal College and Hospital for 

an autopsy. The family 
claimed that Ghazi was in 
panic since the SIR notice 
came. After that, he submit-
ted all the documents. He 
also informed the family 
members about it. He also 
went to see the final elector-
al rolls that came out on Feb-
ruary 28 and was depressed 
since returning home.

AHMEDABAD
 

Two men were found dead 
near a railway track in the 
Naranpura area of Ahmed-
abad after being struck by a 
train during the night, the 
police said on Wednesday. 

The bodies were discov-
ered at around 11 a.m. near 
the railway track close to the 
Adarshnagar Police Chowki. 
One of the deceased has 
been identified as Satyajit 

Shrimali (50), a resident of 
Naranpura. The second vic-
tim is an unidentified man 
believed to be around 32 
years old.

Local residents alerted the 
authorities after noticing the 
bodies near the railway 
crossing. 

Personnel from the local 
police station and the Gov-
ernment Railway Police 
(GRP) reached the spot and 
initiated an inquiry. Inspec-

tor Vimal Dangar 
of Vadaj Police 
Station said pre-
liminary findings 
suggest the incident oc-
curred during the night. Pri-
ma facie, the incident ap-
pears to have occurred at 
night. The bodies were dis-
covered at around 11 in the 
morning. He said the exact 
circumstances under which 
the two men were struck by 
the train remain unclear.
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UN alarmed by civilian 
toll in Pak-Afghan 

border clashes

Pakistan poverty 
explodes, inequality  

at 27-year high

Kabul
Richard Bennett, the UN 

Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights 

in Afghanistan echoed 
concerns raised by the 

United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan 

(UNAMA) over the intensi-
fying clashes along the Af-
ghanistan–Pakistan bor-
der that have resulted in 
heavy civilian casualties 
and displacement. He 

called on both parties to 
exercise maximum re-

straint and adhere to Inter-
national Human Rights 

Law and International Hu-
manitarian Law, stressing 
that dialogue remains the 
only sustainable solution. 
Echoing UNAMA’s deep 

concerns about escalating 
hostilities on the Afghani-

stan–Pakistan border.

Lahore
Both inequality and pov-
erty have increased in Pa-
kistan during the last six 

years, a report released by 
the country’s Planning 

Commission clearly indi-
cated. This is based on a 
comparison of the level 

and distribution of house-
hold incomes, according 
to the Household Inte-

grated Economic Survey 
(HIES) of 2018-19 and 

2024-25, respectively, un-
dertaken by the Pakistan 

Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS). The worrying sta-
tistic is the rise in the inci-
dence of national poverty 

from 21.9 per cent in 
2018-19 to 28.9 per cent 

in 2024-25. Rural poverty 
has increased from 28.2 
per cent to 36.3 per cent, 
while it has gone up in ur-
ban areas from 11 per cent 
to 17.4%t, as per a report 

in the Karachi-based 
Business Recorder.

S.Korean court hears appeal in case against ex-Prez
SEOUL

During the first hearing of the 
appeal, Yoon appeared in 
court wearing a dark navy 
suit, according to reports by 
Yonhap News Agency. 

The proceedings focused on 
charges related to obstruction 
of justice and other alleged 
offenses tied to his controver-
sial attempt to declare martial 
law in December 2024.

Prosecutors argued that the 
five-year sentence handed 
down by a lower court was 
insufficient given the serious-
ness of the charges. They reit-
erated their demand for a 

harsher punishment, stating 
that Yoon had shown no re-
morse for his actions and had 
not issued any apology to the 
South Korean public. Prose-
cutors had originally sought a 
10-year prison term for the 

former president.
Yoon’s legal team strongly 

contested the prosecution’s 
arguments, asserting that the 
existing sentence already ex-
ceeded what they described as 
his actual level of responsibil-

ity. His lawyers also chal-
lenged the validity of the ar-
rest warrants issued against 
him, claiming they were 
flawed from the beginning. 
They urged the court to over-
turn the lower court’s verdict 
and acquit Yoon of all 
charges.

When given an opportunity 
to speak by the presiding 
judge, Yoon reportedly denied 
any wrongdoing. His defense 
maintains that the decisions 
made during the crisis were 
within the scope of his presi-
dential authority and did not 
constitute criminal acts.

The appeal comes at a time 

when the former president is 
already facing far more seri-
ous legal consequences in an-
other case. In a separate rul-
ing earlier this year, a lower 
court sentenced Yoon to life 
imprisonment after finding 
him guilty of leading an in-
surrection during his brief at-
tempt to impose martial law.

The overlapping cases have 
triggered intense political de-
bate in South Korea, with 
supporters arguing that the 
charges are politically moti-
vated while critics say the le-
gal proceedings demonstrate 
accountability at the highest 
levels of government. 

MARTIAL LAW ROW
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Fill a 9×9 grid with 
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contain all of the 
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1 and 9.
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Israel-US war tie faces test as Iran crisis widens
Israeli PM appears to have achieved a long-standing strategic objective with the killing of Khamenei in air strikes

JERUSALEM

At the start of the bombing 
campaign launched on Satur-
day, both Israel and the Unit-
ed States publicly signaled 
that regime change in Iran 
was a key objective. 

The joint military opera-
tions escalated rapidly, culmi-
nating in Israeli airstrikes that 
reportedly killed Ali Khame-
nei and several senior mem-
bers of Iran’s leadership.

However, the messaging 
from Washington has since 
shifted. Speaking at the White 
House on Monday, President 
Donald Trump avoided men-
tioning regime change as a 
primary goal of the operation. 
Instead, he emphasized that 
the United States was focused 
on neutralizing Iran’s missile 
capabilities, destroying parts 
of its naval forces, and pre-
venting the country from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons.

Reinforcing this stance, 
U.S. Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth stated during a Pen-
tagon press conference that 
the ongoing campaign was 
not intended to be a so-called 
regime-change war. His com-
m e n t s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
Washington’s military objec-
tives may be more limited 
than those being articulated 

by Israel.
In contrast, Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu has con-
tinued to openly call for polit-
ical upheaval within Iran. In a 
televised interview with Fox 
News on Monday night, he 
urged Iranian citizens to rise 
up against their government. 
Netanyahu said the military 
campaign would help create 
conditions that could allow 
the Iranian people to get con-
trol of their destiny, signaling 
his continued support for the 
overthrow of Iran’s ruling es-
tablishment.

According to a U.S. official 
familiar with White House 
discussions, the two allies 
may be pursuing overlapping 

but ultimately different objec-
tives. Speaking anonymously 
to Reuters, the official said 
that while the United States is 
focused primarily on disman-
tling Iran’s military capabili-
ties and preventing nuclear 
proliferation, Israel sees re-
gime change as a central stra-
tegic aim.

The divergence in priorities 
could become more signifi-
cant if the conflict drags on in 
the coming weeks. Analysts 
warn that differing goals be-
tween Washington and Jerusa-
lem may complicate coordi-
nation in the ongoing cam-
paign and shape the future 
trajectory of the escalating 
Middle East conflict.

Mojtaba leading choice for Iran supreme leader
TEHRAN

According to the sources, 
Mojtaba Khamenei, 56, was 
not present in Tehran when 
the airstrike targeted and de-
stroyed the Supreme Leader’s 
compound on Saturday. 

The strike reportedly killed 
Ali Khamenei, his wife, an-
other son, and several senior 
Iranian military and leader-
ship figures. The assassina-
tion marks the first known 
instance in modern history 
where a nation’s top ruler has 
been killed in a direct aerial 
strike.

The developments have 
plunged Iran into uncertainty, 
even as discussions intensify 
over the country’s future lead-
ership. Mojtaba Khamenei, 
long considered a powerful 
behind-the-scenes figure in 
Iran’s political and clerical 
establishment, is now widely 
believed to be the leading 
candidate to succeed his fa-
ther as the country’s next Su-
preme Leader.

Meanwhile, planned funeral 
ceremonies for the late leader 
have been thrown into doubt 
as security concerns escalate. 
Authorities had initially an-

nounced that Ali Khamenei’s 
body would lie in state at a 
major mosque in Tehran be-
ginning Wednesday evening. 
However, Iranian state media 
later confirmed that the fare-
well ceremony had been post-
poned amid ongoing military 

tensions and security threats 
in the capital.

At the same time, Israel and 
the United States continued 
their round-the-clock military 
campaign against Iranian tar-
gets on Wednesday. The top 
U.S. military commander 
overseeing operations stated 
that the campaign was ahead 
of the game plan, suggesting 
the offensive was progressing 
faster than anticipated.

The escalating conflict has 
also shaken global financial 
markets. Asian markets expe-
rienced sharp losses, with a 
record-breaking crash report-
ed in Seoul as investors react-
ed to uncertainty in the Mid-
dle East. Many traders re-
mained skeptical about assur-
ances from Donald Trump 
that the world’s most critical 
sh ipping routes  would  
soon reopen and that blockad-
ed Middle Eastern oil and  
gas supplies  would be  
released.

Despite the turbulence in 
Asia, European markets 
showed signs of recovery af-
ter two days of steep declines, 
fueled by cautious optimism 
that the conflict might reach a 
resolution in the near future.

Mojtaba Khamenei, the 
influential son of  Iran’s 
slain Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei, is alive 

and is increasingly 
viewed as the most 

likely successor  
to his father.

Iranian warship sinks off Sri Lanka coast; 32 rescued
 Continued from page 1

Speaking in parliament, Sri 
Lanka’s Foreign Minister Vi-
jitha Herath confirmed that 
the Iranian vessel had gone 
down in waters off the island 
nation. The incident occurred 
in the Indian Ocean near Sri 
Lanka’s southern coast and 
immediately triggered an 
emergency response from lo-
cal authorities.

According to officials, the 
Sri Lankan navy received a 
distress signal from the Irani-
an ship before it sank. Re-
sponding swiftly, naval units 
coordinated with the Sri 
Lankan Air Force to launch a 
joint search and rescue opera-

tion in the area. The operation 
managed to save 32 individu-
als who were on board the 
vessel at the time of the inci-
dent.

The rescued personnel, 
many of whom were injured, 
were transported to a state-run 
hospital in the southern port 
city of Galle for medical 
treatment. Hospital authorities 
are currently monitoring their 

condition, while rescue teams 
continue to comb the sur-
rounding waters.

Initial reports from sources 
within Sri Lanka’s navy and 
defence ministry suggested 
the warship might have been 
attacked by a submarine. 
These sources also indicated 
that at least 101 people 
could be missing following 
the sinking. However, a Sri 
Lankan navy spokesperson 
later dismissed the report 
about the number of missing 
personnel and declined to 
confirm any possible cause of 
the incident.

The spokesperson empha-
sized that there was currently 
no verified information about 

what led to the sinking of the 
vessel. Authorities have also 
rejected speculation about a 
submarine attack, stating that 
such claims remain uncon-
firmed.

Sri Lankan defence officials 
said their immediate priority 
was to rescue survivors and 
provide medical assistance to 
those injured in the incident. 
Search operations are con-
tinuing in the waters where 
the ship went down, as rescue 
teams look for any additional 
survivors or victims.

Officials added that a for-
mal investigation into the 
cause of the sinking will be 
launched once rescue opera-
tions conclude. 

HEZABOLLA

Hezbollah’s decision to launch 
rockets and drones toward Is-
rael earlier this week reported-
ly came as a surprise even to 
some of the organization’s se-
nior officials, highlighting di-
visions within the group and 
the broader Lebanese political 
landscape. 

The strikes were carried out 
on Monday in retaliation for 
the killing of Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei, who 
was assassinated in an Israeli 
airstrike.

Israel responded swiftly 
with retaliatory attacks on tar-
gets in Lebanon. The strikes 
reportedly killed dozens of 
Lebanese civilians and forced 
tens of thousands of people to 
flee their homes, deepening 
fears of another prolonged 

conflict between Israel and 
Hezbollah.

The latest escalation comes 
just 15 months after the last 
major confrontation between 
Israel and Hezbollah, which 
caused extensive destruction 
across Lebanon. That conflict 
significantly worsened Leba-
non’s already severe economic 
crisis, leaving large sections of 
the population struggling with 
poverty, infrastructure damage 

and political instability.
Hezbollah, which was 

founded in 1982 with the sup-
port of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, has long 
been one of the most influen-
tial political and military forc-
es in Lebanon. Over the de-
cades, the group has built a 
powerful arsenal and military 
capability that in many re-
spects surpasses that of the 
Lebanese national army.

Hezbollah’s entry into war sparks rift in Lebanon‘France’s nuke expansion 
plan ‘highly destabilising’ 

MOSCOW

Russian Foreign Ministry 
s p o k e s w o m a n  M a r i a 
Zakharova described France’s 
decision as an extremely de-
stabilising development. The 
expansion of France’s 
nuclear capabilities 
would significantly 
strengthen the nucle-
ar potential of NATO 
and could pose a di-
rect threat to Russia 
in the event of a mil-
itary confrontation.

She said the plan effective-
ly broadens NATO’s nuclear 
capacity and could allow Eu-
ropean allies to coordinate 
nuclear capabilities against 
Russia if a conflict were to 

arise. Moscow has repeatedly 
warned that the expansion of 
nuclear capabilities within 
NATO would escalate ten-
sions and undermine global 
stability.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron first outlined his 
vision for strengthen-
ing Europe’s nuclear 
deterrence in March 
2025, when he pro-
posed launching a 
strategic dialogue on 
extending the protec-

tion of France’s nuclear um-
brella to European allies. 
Many European countries 
currently rely primarily on the 
nuclear deterrence provided 
by the United States under 
NATO’s security framework.

Carney terms US-Israel strikes 
on Iran a failure of global order

SYDNEY

Addressing an audience at 
the Lowy Institute in Syd-
ney, Carney said the latest 
escalation highlights deep 
flaws in the global system 
meant to manage conflicts 
and prevent nuclear prolif-
eration. 

His remarks came days 
after U.S. and Israeli forces 
launched coordinated 
strikes against Iran on Sat-
urday following the col-
lapse of negotiations over 
Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.

Carney argued that de-
spite decades of diplomatic 
efforts, sanctions and over-
sight by international insti-
tutions, the global order 
has failed to resolve ten-
sions surrounding Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions. 

He noted that numerous 
resolutions passed by the 
United Nations Security 
Council and the monitoring 
work of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency had 
not succeeded in prevent-
ing the current crisis.

The current conflict is 
another example of the fail-
ure of the international or-
der, Carney said, referring 
to the long series of diplo-
matic frameworks and 
sanctions imposed on Iran 
over the years.

The Canadian leader also 
expressed concern that the 
United States and Israel 
had carried out military op-

erations without engaging 
the United Nations or con-
sulting key allies before-
hand. According to Carney, 
such actions risk undermin-
ing international coopera-
tion and weakening estab-
lished global institutions 
designed to manage dis-
putes and security threats.

Earlier in his remarks, 
Carney called for restraint 
from all sides involved in 
the conflict. He urged 
countries engaged in hostil-
ities—including the United 
States and Israel—to re-
spect international rules 
governing armed conflict 
and to work toward de-es-
calation in the region.

The Middle East crisis 
has triggered widespread 
concern among global 
leaders, with fears growing 
that the conflict could esca-
late further and destabilise 
the wider region. 

Carney stressed that dip-
lomatic solutions and ad-
herence to international 
law remain essential to pre-
venting a broader war and 
restoring stability.

NATO air defence intercepts Iranian missile heading toward Turkey
ANKARA

According to the Turkish De-
fence Ministry, the missile 
travelled across the airspace 
of Syria and Iraq before ap-
proaching Turkish territory. 
NATO’s air and missile de-
fence systems stationed in the 

eastern Mediterranean inter-
cepted and destroyed the pro-
jectile before it could enter 
Turkish airspace.

Officials confirmed that no ca-
sualties or injuries were reported 
following the interception. The 
ministry said the defence action 
was carried out to ensure the 

safety of Turkish territory and to 
prevent further escalation of the 
conflict in the region.

In an official release, the 
Turkish government warned 
all parties involved in the on-
going conflict to avoid actions 
that could intensify tensions 
across the Middle East. The 

ministry emphasized that Tur-
key will continue to coordi-
nate closely with NATO and 
its allies while monitoring 
developments in the region.

Turkey will take all neces-
sary steps to defend its territo-
ry and airspace resolutely and 
without hesitation, the minis-

try said in its statement. It also 
reiterated that the country re-
serves the right to respond to 
any hostile actions directed 
against it. The interception 
highlights the growing region-
al impact of the expanding 
conflict between Iran and its 
adversaries.
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Middle East conflict 
casts shadow as Indian 

Wells gets underway
INDIAN WELLS

 
The glittering world of pro-
fessional tennis has been 
jolted by the harsh realities 
of war as the Indian Wells 
Masters begins under the 
shadow of escalating con-
flict in the Middle East.

Several top players were 
left stranded in Dubai after 
widespread flight cancella-
tions triggered by missile 
and drone exchanges involv-
ing Iran, Israel and the Unit-
ed States. Among those ini-
tially unable to depart were 
former US Open champion 
Daniil Medvedev and com-
patriot Andrey Rublev, who 
had been competing at the 
Dubai ATP 500.

At least two tournaments 
in the United Arab Emirates 
were canceled after drone 
strikes near oil refineries 
forced play to stop. Falling 
debris from intercepted 
drones reportedly sparked 
fires in nearby oil fields, un-

derscoring the proximity of 
violence to sporting venues.

British player Jack Draper 
said he managed to leave 
Dubai on one of the final out-
bound flights. “I just hope 
the players and all the staff 
are able to make it here — or 
most importantly, that they’re 
safe,” he said, reflecting a 
sentiment shared widely 
across the locker room.

Meanwhile, tournaments 
elsewhere continued amid 
separate security concerns. 
A major event in Acapulco 
proceeded despite unrest in 

Mexico following the killing 
of a cartel leader, further 
highlighting the unpredict-
able environment facing the 
global tennis circuit.

The ATP said in an earlier 
statement that the health and 
safety of players and person-
nel remained its priority and 
that it was in direct contact 
with those affected. Russian 
media later reported that 
Medvedev and Rublev had 
exited the region via Oman.

World number two Jannik 
Sinner acknowledged the 
gravity of the situation, say-
ing that while players strive 
to remain focused, “there are 
much more important things 
in life than playing tennis.”

As the ATP Masters and 
WTA 1000 events com-
mence in the California des-
ert, the sport finds itself bal-
ancing competition with 
concern — a reminder that 
even tennis’s global glamour 
cannot remain untouched by 
geopolitical turmoil.

Stranded players, canceled events disrupt tennis 
calendar shift west

Liverpool F.C. stunned late by 
Wolverhampton Wanderers F.C.
LONDON

 
Liverpool’s troubled season 
took another damaging turn 
as Andre’s stoppage-time 
winner handed Wolves a dra-
matic 2-1 victory at Mo-
lineux, marking a rare tri-
umph for  the  Premier 
League’s bottom side over 
the reigning champions.

Arne Slot’s men appeared 
poised to escape with a point 
after Mohamed Salah ended 
his 11-game league goal 
drought to cancel out Rodri-
go Gomes’ late opener. But 
defensive frailties resurfaced 
when Andre capitalised on a 
poor clearance deep into add-
ed time, sealing a famous 
win for Wolves.

The defeat underscored a 
worrying pattern for Liver-
pool. They have now conced-
ed 14 goals in the final 15 
minutes of second halves this 
season, including five in the 
90th minute or later — the 
highest tally by any team in a 
single Premier League cam-
paign. Slot acknowledged the 
recurring issue, lamenting 
that recent defeats have con-
sistently arrived in added 
time.

Wolves had taken the lead 
in the 78th minute when 
Gomes latched onto Tolu 
Arokodare’s pass, shrugging 
off Ibrahima Konate before 

finishing past Alisson Beck-
er. Salah briefly restored par-
ity, intercepting a loose pass 
and driving into the area to 
score. Yet Liverpool’s inabil-
ity to close out matches 
proved costly once more.

Andre’s powerful strike de-
flected off Joe Gomez and 
looped beyond Alisson, spark-
ing wild celebrations from 
Wolves boss Rob Edwards. 
For Liverpool, the setback 
dents hopes of securing a 
Champions League place, with 
rivals poised to capitalise.

Earlier, Wolves and Liver-
pool supporters united in ap-
plause in memory of former 
player Diogo Jota, who wore 
the number 18 shirt at Mo-
lineux before his death last 
year. Elsewhere, Everton 
boosted their European ambi-
tions with a 2-0 win over 
Burnley, while Sunderland 
edged Leeds through a Habib 
Diarra penalty.

For Liverpool, however, 
the immediate focus turns to 
redemption. They return to 
Molineux in the FA Cup 
within days, seeking swift 
revenge after a night that laid 
bare lingering defensive vul-
nerabilities.

Andre’s late strike 
deepens champions’ 

woes in dramatic clash

MADRID
 

Brazil international Rodrygo will miss 
the 2026 World Cup and the remainder of 
Real Madrid’s season after suffering a 
torn ACL and meniscus in his right knee, 
the Spanish club confirmed on Tuesday. 
The 25-year-old winger was injured 
during Madrid’s 1-0 loss to Getafe on 
Monday, entering as a substitute after 
nearly a month out with tendinitis.

“This is one of the worst days of my 
life,” Rodrygo wrote on Instagram. “I’m 
out for the rest of the season with my 
club and out of the World Cup with my 
country, a dream that everyone knows 
how much it means to me. All I can do is 
be strong as always.”

Neither Real Madrid nor the Brazilian 
Football Confederation revealed whether 
surgery will be required or offered a 
timeline for his recovery. The CBF 
wished him a speedy recovery, acknowl-
edging the major blow to Brazil’s prepa-
rations just months before the tourna-
ment.

Rodrygo featured in all five of Brazil’s 
matches at the 2022 World Cup, where 
the team was eliminated on penalties by 
Croatia in the quarterfinals. His spot-kick 
was saved in the decisive shootout. This 
season, he made 27 appearances across 
all competitions for Madrid, contributing 
three goals and six assists.

His absence represents a significant 
setback for both club and country as they 
prepare for crucial domestic and interna-
tional competitions.

Rodrygo 
ruled out of 2026 

World Cup ACL tear

Atletico Madrid survive scare to reach Copa del Rey final
Atletico survive Barcelona onslaught to seal dramatic final berth

BARCELONA
 

Atletico Madrid withstood a 
fierce assault from FC Barce-
lona despite a 3-0 second-leg 
defeat to book their place in 
the Copa del Rey final with a 
4-3 aggregate victory.

Having built a commanding 
4-0 advantage in the first leg 
in February, Diego Simeone’s 
side arrived at Camp Nou 
braced for a backlash — and 
they got one. Barcelona, chas-
ing a historic comeback, dom-
inated from the outset and 
struck through teenage mid-
fielder Marc Bernal, who fin-
ished smartly after a driven 
cross from Lamine Yamal.

The hosts’ hopes grew 
stronger before halftime when 
Raphinha converted from the 
penalty spot after Pedri was 

fouled, sending goalkeeper 
Juan Musso the wrong way. 
Barcelona continued to press 
relentlessly, with Joao Cance-
lo and Ferran Torres both go-
ing close as Atletico struggled 
to escape their half.

Bernal’s second goal, a 
crisp volley from Cancelo’s 

cross, set up a nervy finale as 
Barcelona surged forward in 
waves. Coach Hansi Flick 
even deployed defender Ron-
ald Araujo as an emergency 
striker in the dying minutes, 
urging his side to “make the 
impossible possible.”

But Atletico, returning to 

the final for the first time 
since 2013, held firm through 
six minutes of stoppage time. 
Captain Koke praised his 
team’s resilience, saying they 
knew they would have to 
“suffer and resist” to protect 
their aggregate lead.

Simeone insisted his team 
deserved to progress over the 
two legs, while also expressing 
hope that Antoine Griezmann 
— linked with a move to MLS 
side Orlando City — would 
remain at the club for the April 
18 final in Seville.

Atletico will face either 
Real Sociedad or Athletic Bil-
bao, who meet in the other 
semi-final. Barcelona, mean-
while, must refocus on their 
La Liga title charge and up-
coming Champions League 
clash with Newcastle.

CHENNAI
 

The All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) has revised its 
earlier sanction on Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant (MBSG), 
reducing a full stadium clo-
sure to a partial one ahead of 
the club’s Indian Super 
League (ISL) clash against 
Odisha FC on March 6. The 
decision comes after the club 
filed an appeal against the 
original ruling.

Initially, MBSG was fined 
and ordered to host their up-
coming match behind closed 
doors for alleged spectator 
misconduct during the season 
opener against Kerala Blast-
ers FC on February 14 at the 
Vivekananda Yuva Bharati 
Krirangan. The previous sea-
son had also seen repeated 
incidents, most notably during 
the 2024-25 match against 
Bengaluru FC, when fire-
works were launched from the 
home stands into the away 
section, striking the Bengalu-
ru FC owner and prompting a 
formal complaint.

The AIFF Disciplinary 
Committee — an independent 
body of retired Supreme Court 
and High Court justices — had 

sanctioned Mohun Bagan in 
June 2025 with a stadium clo-
sure, which was suspended for 
one year under Article 35 of 
the AIFF Disciplinary Code, 
placing the club on probation. 
Any further misconduct during 
this period would automatical-
ly activate the ban.

Following multiple instanc-
es of pyrotechnics by home 
supporters in February, 
MBSG was initially handed a 
full stadium closure under Ar-
ticle 67 of the AIFF Code and 
ISL League Rules 7.3.8 and 
7.5.4. However, after review-
ing the appeal, the AIFF re-
duced the sanction to a partial 
closure.

Under the revised order, 
Mohun Bagan will be allowed 
to host Odisha FC with access 
limited to specific sections of 
the Salt Lake Stadium. The 
modification aims to balance 
enforcement of disciplinary 
measures with allowing 
law-abiding fans to attend.

The AIFF reiterated that the 
safety and security of all 
spectators, players, and offi-
cials remain a top priority, 
while also acknowledging the 
importance of fans in support-
ing Indian football.

AIFF Disciplinary Committee 
reduces Mohun Bagan’s 

stadium ban to partial closure

'Hope it's the first & last experience': Sindhu 
recounts Dubai ordeal after reaching home

CHENNAI
 

Former world champion PV 
Sindhu described her harrow-
ing ordeal in Dubai after being 
stranded for three days amid 
escalating conflict in West 
Asia, as she arrived safely in 
Bengaluru on Tuesday. The 
ace shuttler, en route to the All 
England Open via Dubai, had 
to prioritize her and her sup-
port staff’s safety over compe-
tition, eventually withdrawing 
from the tournament.

In an interaction facilitated 
by the Sports Authority of In-
dia (SAI), Sindhu recounted 
the chaos she faced at the air-
port when airspace closures 
left flights canceled and pas-
sengers in limbo. “Initially, 
when they announced that the 
flight was suspended, we were 
at the airport. There was no 

clarity… finally, they said the 
airspace is closed. The whole 
process took a lot of time. Al-
most all flights got canceled. It 
was chaos,” she said.

Even after reaching a secure 
location, Sindhu faced constant 
anxiety from explosions and 
emergency alerts. “On a daily 
basis, we were watching the 
news. I could hear big noises. It 
was terrifying. Safety was very 
important,” she added.

The 30-year-old double 
Olympic medallist expressed 
relief at being safe, while 

hoping to never face such a 
situation again. “It was a lot 
of stress and scary. We try to 
stay calm as sportspersons, 
but it was very stressful. I 
hope it’s the first and last ex-
perience,” she said.

Sindhu confirmed that she 
explored every option to make 
it to the All England Open but 
had no choice but to withdraw. 
She has communicated her cir-
cumstances to the Badminton 
World Federation, which has 
acknowledged her situation.

Looking ahead, Sindhu 
aims to participate in the 
Swiss Open, beginning March 
10, but the ongoing conflict 
complicates travel plans.

 “Flights are full. Every-
thing is via Dubai. I’m trying 
different options… the war is 
still going on. Let’s hope for 
the best,” she said.

Iran Women’s Team Have 
‘So Much Concern’ About 

Families Amid War
GOLD COAST

 
Iran’s women’s football team is 
battling more than just oppo-
nents at the AFC Women’s 
Asian Cup, with players deeply 
worried about their families 
amid escalating conflict at 
home, coach Marziyeh Jafari 
said Wednesday.

The team is set to face host 
nation Australia on Thursday 
after a 3-0 opening loss to 
South Korea. The players are 
preparing to compete while 
Iran endures ongoing military 
strikes by the United States and 
Israel, leaving the squad “fully 
disconnected” from loved ones 
due to an internet blackout.

Jafari expressed her gratitude 
for the support of the local Ira-
nian-Australian community. 
“We are so happy that Irani-
an-Australians here support 
us,” she said. “Obviously we 
have so much concern for our 
families and our loved ones and 
all other people inside our 
country, which we are fully dis-
connected with. Here, we are 
coming to play football profes-
sionally and we will do our best 
to concentrate on the match 
ahead.”

Striker Sara Didar, 21, spoke 
emotionally about the situation. 
“Obviously we’re all concerned 

and we’re sad because of what 
has happened to Iran and our 
families and our loved ones,” 
she told reporters, fighting back 
tears.

Asian football authorities 
have pledged “full support and 
assistance” to the team, which 
arrived in Australia just days 
before the strikes that killed 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and other 
senior officials. The squad’s 
mental strain is compounded 
by the historic significance of 
their participation; Iran made 
its women’s Asian Cup debut in 
India in 2022, earning wide-
spread acclaim in a country 
where women’s sports face sig-
nificant restrictions.

Despite the anxiety weighing 
on the players, Jafari empha-
sized their professionalism and 
determination to focus on the 
tournament. “We are here to 
compete, and we will do our 
best on the pitch,” she said, un-
derscoring the team’s resilience 
in the face of extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

The Iranian women’s team 
now faces the dual challenge of 
performing on the continental 
stage while worrying about 
their families’ safety amid one 
of the most turbulent periods in 
the nation’s recent history.

Premier League: 
Salah scores but 

Liverpool stunned by 
last-place Wolves 2-1
LONDON

 
Premier League champions 
Liverpool suffered a shock-
ing 2-1 defeat at the hands of 
bottom-placed Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers at Molineux 
Stadium, with Brazilian mid-
fielder Andre netting a stop-
page-time winner to leave the 
Reds reeling.

Liverpool fell behind in the 
78th minute when Rodrigo 
Gomes finished off a clever 
move past Ibrahima Konaté 
and Alisson Becker. Mo-
hamed Salah ended his 10-
game league goal drought in 
the 83rd minute, racing onto 
Wolves’ defensive mistake to 
level the scores and give Liv-
erpool hope.

However, in the fourth min-
ute of added time, Andre’s 
long-range strike deflected off 
Joe Gomez, wrong-footing 
Alisson and sending Wolves 
fans into a frenzy. Wolves 
manager Rob Edwards de-
scribed the moment as “amaz-
ing” and celebrated wildly, 
acknowledging the rare joy it 
brought to a season otherwise 
heading toward relegation.
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South Korean markets in freefall
SEOUL

Seoul shares plunged more 
than 12 per cent on Wednes-
day, closing below the 
5,100-point mark, as mount-
ing concerns over the eco-
nomic fallout from the esca-
lating Middle East conflict 
rattled investor sentiment. 

The Korean won also fell 
sharply against the US dollar. 
The benchmark Korea Com-
posite Stock Price Index 
(KOSPI) tumbled 698.37 
points, or 12.06 per cent, to 
close at 5,093.54, extending 
losses from a 7.24 per cent 
drop in the previous session. 

The 12.06 per cent fall 
marked the steepest one-day 
decline since Sept. 12, 2001, 
in the aftermath of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks in the 
United States.

Trade volume was heavy at 
1.6 billion shares worth 62.6 
trillion won ($42.5 billion). 
Losers sharply outnumbered 
winners 908 to 12.

The Korea  Exchange 
(KRX) triggered circuit 
breakers shortly after the 
KOSPI fell more than 8 per 
cent amid heightened geopo-
litical tensions.

Earlier in the session, the 
KRX activated a five-minute 
sell-side sidecar immediately 
after the opening bell, tempo-
rarily halting program-driven 
sell orders in KOSPI futures. 
A similar sidecar was also is-
sued on the tech-heavy KOS-
DAQ market.

The US and Israel carried 
out coordinated strikes on 

Iran over the weekend, killing 
Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei. U.S. 
President Donald Trump sig-
naled the possibility of a pro-
longed military campaign.

Overnight, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average fell 0.83 
per cent, while the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq composite lost 1.02 
per cent.

Institutions sold a net 579.4 
billion won worth of stocks, 
offsetting foreigners and indi-
viduals’ stock purchases of 
228.78 billion won and 72.9 
billion won, respectively. In-
stitutional investors remained 
net sellers for a second 
straight session amid escalat-
ing Middle East tensions, 
dragging the index below the 
6,000-point mark, Kang 
Jin-hyeok, an analyst at Shin-
han Securities Co., said.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

QUICK READ

India market weakness 
a buying opportunity, 

earnings revival ahead

Stronger risk–reward 
balance in markets as 

India’s growth cycle gains

West Asia crisis: No 
relief in sight: Sensex, 

Nifty crash again

Mumbai
Indian stock markets 

may look weak on the 
surface, but the current 

phase offers a strong 
buying opportunity for 
long-term investors, a 

report said on Wednes-
day. The global broker-

age Morgan Stanley be-
lieved that structural 

fundamentals of the In-
dian economy remain 

intact and earnings 
growth is set to improve 
further in 2026, even as 
markets struggle with 

near-term volatility. The 
report said Indian equi-
ties are reacting more 

sharply to negative 
news than to positive 

developments, creating 
doubts among inves-

tors about possible 
structural problems.

New Delhi
Longer tenor govern-
ment securities are 

looking attractive with 
much of the uncertainty 

already priced in, and 
the risk–reward bal-

ance in Indian markets 
is better due to strong 
domestic growth, a re-
port said on Wednes-
day. The report from 

Bajaj Finserv AMC said 
domestic growth trac-
tion, supportive policy 
changes and improved 

global exposure 
through trade agree-
ments have led to the 
risk–reward balance 

appearing meaningfully 
better. Though the as-
set management firm 

favored long tenor 
G-secs it said that 
yields may remain 
range bound in the 

short term given huge 
supply.

Mumbai
India’s equity market 

nosedived on Wednes-
day with the bench-

mark indices BSE Sen-
sex and NSE Nifty50 

crashing more than 2% 
each. The selling in 

global equities, includ-
ing India, has picked up 

pace amid increased 
chances of a prolonged 
full-blown war in West 
Asia, as the US-Israel 

coalition and Iran con-
tinue to exchange mis-
siles, and its impact on 

oil prices which have 
risen sharply in recent 
sessions. The Sensex 
crashed up to 1,800 

points, or 2.2%, in the 
early hours of Wednes-
day, to an intraday low 
of 78,443.20, while the 
Nifty 50 plunged over 

550 points, or 2.3%, to 
the day’s low of 

24,305.40. At close on 
Wednesday, the Sensex 

was down 1,122.66 
points (1.40%) to 

79,116.19, while the Nifty 
declined 385.20 points 
(1.55%) to 24,480.50. 
The benchmarks have 

fallen about 4% each in 
the past three seasons. 
This market downturn 
echoed global trends, 

with Japan’s Nikkei 225 
and South Korea’s Kos-
pi suffering the steep-

est declines. Mean-
while, the rupee tum-
bled to a new low of 
92.30 against the US 
dollar, weighed down 
by surging crude and 

persistent geopolitical 
risks

India-Japan eye collab to explore 
rare earth deposits in Rajasthan

Japan and India are in discussions to jointly explore newly-discovered 
rare earth mineral deposits in the desert state of Rajasthan. 

TOKYO

According to reports, the dis-
cussions come after India re-
cently identified three hard 
rock rare earth deposits locat-
ed in Rajasthan and Gujarat. 
The deposits are estimated to 
contain around 1.29 million 
metric tons of rare earth ox-
ides, a discovery that could 
significantly strengthen In-
dia’s mineral security.

The announcement about 
the discovery was made last 
month by Union Mines Minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy. He said 
the newly identified reserves 
could play a major role in 
boosting India’s domestic sup-
ply of critical minerals that are 
vital for modern technologies 

and strategic industries.
The discussions between 

New Delhi and Tokyo are re-
portedly part of a preliminary 
agreement on critical minerals 
cooperation signed between 
the two countries last year. 
Under the proposed arrange-
ment, Japan is expected to 
send a team of experts to Ra-
jasthan to conduct detailed 
studies of the deposits and 
assess the feasibility of min-
ing operations.

Japan is also likely to con-
tribute advanced extraction 
technologies as well as finan-
cial support to help develop 
the reserves. In return, the 
Japanese government is ex-
pected to seek a stable and 
long-term supply of rare earth 
materials from India.

Hard rock rare earth depos-
its require complex and spe-
cialised extraction techniques, 
which India currently lacks at 
a large commercial scale. Ex-
perts believe Japan’s techno-
logical expertise in mineral 
processing could play a key 
role in making the project  
viable.

Japan has been actively ex-
ploring mining projects across 
the world as part of a broader 

strategy to diversify its supply 
chains for critical minerals. 
Rare earth elements are essen-
tial for manufacturing perma-
nent magnets used in technol-
ogies such as electric vehicle 
motors, wind turbines, fighter 
jets and drones.

While discussions between 
the two governments are on-
going, reports indicate that no 
specific agreements have yet 
been reached regarding cor-
porate partnerships or tech-
nology-sharing arrangements 
related to the Rajasthan proj-
ect. Nonetheless, the potential 
collaboration highlights the 
growing strategic importance 
of rare earth resources in 
global technology and de-
fence industries.

India’s chemical 
sector set to touch 
$1 trillion turnover 

by 2040: Nadda

India’s share in the global 
chemical industry is 

expected to rise to 5–6 
percent by 2030, with the 

sector projected to 
achieve a turnover of  $1 

trillion by 2040, Union 
Minister JP Nadda said 
during a post-Budget 

webinar. 

NEW DELHI

Addressing the webinar, 
Nadda said the global phar-
maceutical landscape is rapid-
ly shifting toward biologics, 
with an estimated 40 percent 
of medicines worldwide ex-
pected to be biologics by 
2035. 

He pointed out that nearly 
$300 billion worth of drug 
patents are set to expire by 
2030, creating a major oppor-
tunity for India to expand its 
presence in the biosimilars 
market.

To capitalize on this oppor-
tunity, the government has 
launched the BioPharma Mis-
sion, under which a budget of 
Rs 10,000 crore has been al-
located for the next five years. 
According to the minister, 
even a 1 percent share of the 
global biosimilars market 
could generate an annual op-
portunity worth around Rs 2 
lakh crore for India.

Nadda also stressed the 
need to strengthen key institu-
tions such as National Insti-
tute of Pharmaceutical Educa-
tion and Research (NIPER) 
by integrating them more 
closely with talent develop-
ment and skill-building initia-
tives. This, he said, would 
help create a strong ecosys-
tem for research and innova-
tion in the pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology sectors.

To further boost research 
capacity, the government 
plans to develop around 1,000 
clinical trial sites across the 
country. The expansion of 
clinical research infrastructure 
is expected to accelerate inno-
vation and attract global in-
vestments in India’s pharma-
ceutical sector.

The minister also highlight-
ed the role of the Central 
Drugs Standard Control Orga-
nization (CDSCO), stating 

that the regulatory body will 
be strengthened to ensure 
faster approvals for biosimi-
lars and fermentation-based 
drugs.

Currently, India’s chemical 
sector has an output worth ap-
proximately Rs 19.4 lakh 
crore and is particularly 
strong in segments such as 
dyes and agrochemicals. 
However, the country’s global 
market share in the sector re-
mains at around 3 percent.

To address infrastructure 
gaps, the government has al-
located Rs 3,300 crore for the 
development of three world-
class chemical parks equipped 
with plug-and-play utilities, 
advanced effluent treatment 
systems, integrated logistics 
facilities and built-in safety 
mechanisms.

Nadda said the broader 
budgetary allocation of Rs 
13,000 crore for the Bio-Phar-
ma SHAKTI initiative and the 
development of chemical 
parks represents a strategic 
investment aimed at strength-
ening India’s long-term  
industrial and pharmaceutical 
capabilities.

India plans 58 repatriation flights 
as Gulf airspace remains closed

MUMBAI

According to the ministry, the 
special operations include 30 
flights by IndiGo and 23 
flights by Air India and Air 
India Express. 

The government said these 
flights are part of coordinated 
efforts to assist passengers 
stranded due to widespread 
airspace restrictions across 
the Middle East.

In addition to Indian air-
lines, several foreign carriers 
operating between India and 
Gulf countries are also run-
ning limited services, subject 
to operational feasibility and 
available airspace corridors. 
Aviation authorities noted that 
airlines have made calibrated 
adjustments to flight sched-
ules while gradually resuming 
long-haul and ultra-long-haul 
operations through alternative 
routes that bypass restricted 
airspace zones.

Apart from Air India and In-
diGo, other Indian airlines 
such as SpiceJet and Akasa Air 
are also operating special 
flights from Gulf cities includ-
ing Dubai and Fujairah. These 
flights are scheduled to arrive 
at major Indian airports such 
as New Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Kochi, Ahmedabad 
and Thiruvananthapuram.

Authorities have advised 
passengers not to travel to 
Dubai International Airport or 
Al Maktoum International 
Airport unless they have re-
ceived direct confirmation 
from their airline regarding 
departure times.

Currently, Dubai’s airspace 
is only partially open, with a 
limited number of commercial 
flights being allowed. Airlines 
such as Emirates and IndiGo 
are operating select flights 
while providing regular up-
dates to passengers through 
their official websites.

Meanwhile, Etihad Airways 
announced that most sched-
uled flights from Abu Dhabi 
remain cancelled. The airline 
said operations would remain 
suspended until 2 pm local 
time on March 5, although 
some repositioning, cargo and 
repatriation flights may oper-
ate in coordination with UAE 
authorities.

The Civil Aviation Ministry 
emphasised that passenger 
safety remains the top priority 
and advised airlines to main-
tain clear communication 
with travellers. Carriers have 
also been directed to comply 
with regulatory norms related 
to refunds, rescheduling and 
passenger assistance.

Officials said the ministry 
remains in constant contact 
with airlines and aviation au-
thorities and is closely moni-
toring the situation as develop-
ments in the Middle East con-
tinue to affect global air travel.

India–Sri Lanka ties mooted to 
develop northern province 

NEW DELHI

The report recommends es-
tablishing a Northern Sin-
gle-Window Authority to 
streamline administrative pro-
cedures and accelerate invest-
ments in the region. The pro-
posed body would have pow-
ers to grant licences, work 
permits and environmental 
clearances within 30 days, 
creating a faster and more in-
vestor-friendly regulatory  
system.

In addition, the report sug-
gests introducing preferential 
visas lasting between five and 
ten years for Indian technolo-
gy professionals. Such a 
move is expected to attract 
talent from India’s rapidly 
growing technology sector 
and support the development 
of digital industries in the 
Northern Province.

To further facilitate trade, 

the report proposes formalis-
ing the use of the Indian Ru-
pee for direct trade settle-
ments within Northern Pro-
vincial Economic Zones. Us-
ing the rupee for transactions 
could  help  reduce ex-
change-rate volatility for mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) operating 
between the two countries.

According to the report, the 
initiative aims to replicate the 
high-growth, industry-driven 
development models seen in 
southern Indian states. By le-
veraging India’s financial re-
sources and market access, 
the Northern Province could 
emerge as a long-term eco-
nomic bridge connecting the 
two countries.

The report also stresses the 
strategic advantage of the re-
gion’s proximity to India’s 
trillion-dollar southern econ-
omy. It recommends building 

specialised maritime and dig-
ital infrastructure that would 
allow Sri Lanka’s north to 
integrate more closely into 
global value chains.

To encourage investment, 
the report calls for significant 
tax incentives, including 10-
year corporate income tax 
holidays and full exemptions 
from Customs Import Duty 
(CID), Value Added Tax 
(VAT), and the Ports and Air-
ports Development Levy 
(PAL) on machinery and con-
struction materials imported 
during the project implemen-
tation phase.

It also proposes establish-
ing specialised Export Pro-
cessing Zones in key northern 
cities such as Jaffna and Man-
nar. These zones could be in-
tegrated with the industrial 
supply chains of major  
Indian cities like Chennai and 
Coimbatore.

Safe-haven assets 
likely to rally as 

Middle East 
tension deepens

NEW DELHI

Safe haven currencies, from 
the dollar to the yen and gold, 
are expected to rally and equi-
ty sentiment could worsen due 
to supply chain disruption 
amid escalation of the US-Iran 
war, a report said on Wednes-
day. The report from DBS 
Bank said spreads of sovereign 
and corporate bonds could 
widen as investors while the 
monetary policy will stay put 
in the near term.

Taimur Baig, Chief Econo-
mist, DBS Bank, warned that 
despite the Iranian Navy’s 
warships posing minimal 
threat, the country's ability to 
deploy mines and asymmetric 
attacks in the Strait of Hor-
muz could slow shipments, 
raise insurance, shipping costs 
and energy prices.

With Kurds in the north and 
Baluchis in the south, regime 
change may coincide with 
wars of cessation, dragging in 
several countries in the re-
gion, from Turkey to Iraq, 
Baig said.

A prolonged closure of 
Hormuz will cause huge dis-
ruption to the global oil trade 
given that even the spare oil 
capacity from gulf producers 
has to pass through this strait, 
the bank said.

In the event of a full-
fledged crisis, the strategic 
stocks in the US will also be 
insufficient to offset the dam-
age, it said.

The bank forecasted that 
crude could hit $100–150 per 
barrel, in an extreme scenario 
of a full blockage of the 
Strait, raising inflation expec-
tations, limiting the room for 
the Fed to cut rates and rais-
ing the risk of a global reces-
sion. Hou Wey Fook, Chief 
Investment Officer.

EU-India FTA comes  
as strategic hedge  

amid new world order

NEW DELHI

The successful conclusion of 
the negotiations on the EU-In-
dia Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) comes against the 
backdrop of the dramatic shift 
in the global strategic envi-
ronment, which led to a step-
ping up of efforts by the two 
sides to recalibrate the bilater-
al economic partnership, ac-
cording to an article published 
by the European Policy Cen-
tre (EPC).

The EU has recently pushed 
to diversify its trade partner-
ships with unprecedented de-
termination. In Brussels, pol-
icymakers have grown in-
creasingly wary of China’s 
state-led economic practices 
while simultaneously grap-
pling with a more aggressive 
and often unpredictable shift 
in US trade policy. This, to-
gether with the wider frag-
mentation of global economic 
governance, has reinforced 
the EU’s resolve to reduce 
strategic dependencies and 
broaden its network of eco-
nomic partners, the article 
written by Almut Maller and 
Ivano di Carlo stated.

Amid Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and an increasingly 
assertive pursuit of national 
interests by Washington and 
Beijing, the EU fears for the 
future of open markets and 
the rules-based international 
order on which the bloc’s 
prosperity depends. In this 
context, the new FTA with In-

dia represents an additional 
building block of this diversi-
fication agenda, the article 
pointed out.

According to the article, the 
FTA also provides India a 
strategic hedge against the 
economic pressure mounted 
by the Donald Trump admin-
istration over the country’s 
imports of cheap oil from 
Russia.

IT points out that political 
leaders of the EU and India 
chose to give their renewed 
trade commitment prominent 
public visibility, describing it 
as the mother of all deals. The 
European leaders also attend-
ed India’s high-profile Repub-
lic Day celebrations to drive 
home the point.

Beyond the positive impact 
that economists assess for 
trade between the EU and In-
dia under the agreement, both 
sides were keen to present 
their new alliance as a timely 
move by two of the world’s 
largest democratic economies 
to re-strengthen credible and 
reliable trade frameworks, 
with the ambition of generat-
ing impact well beyond their 
bilateral relationship, the arti-
cle stated.

For the EU, the political 
stakes are particularly high. 
Brussels must demonstrate 
the extent to which its new 
trade strategy can face the 
challenge posed by the US 
under the presidency of  
Donald Trump, the article 
added.
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The ongoing ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026 has scripted 
history by registering the high-
est-ever viewership in the tour-
nament’s history, crossing the 
500 million mark in India alone. 
ICC Chairman Jay Shah said he 
was “humbled” by the over-
whelming response from fans as 
the event shattered previous 
broadcasting records.

Calling it the most global and 
accessible edition of the tourna-
ment, Shah noted that the ICC 
had set out with a clear ambition 
to expand cricket’s reach and 
deepen fan engagement through 
both television and digital plat-
forms. That vision appears to 
have translated into unprecedent-
ed numbers, driven by high-in-
tensity league matches and surg-
ing digital consumption.

In a post on X, Shah said 
viewership in India had crossed 
500 million — the highest ever 
for any T20 World Cup. He also 
highlighted the remarkable digi-
tal milestone achieved on Jio-

Hotstar, where concurrent view-
ership peaked at 60.5 million 
during key matches, underlining 
the growing dominance of 
streaming platforms in cricket 
broadcasting. With the knockout 
stage beginning tonight, includ-
ing the two semifinals and the 
final, ICC officials expect the 
numbers to climb even higher. 
The tournament has already sur-
passed the viewership figures 
recorded during the previous 
edition held in the Americas in 
2024. The strong performance 
follows the massive success of 
the 2025 Champions Trophy, 
which set benchmarks with 250 
billion minutes of cumulative 
watch-time and a peak television 
viewership of 122 million. Joint-
ly hosted by India and Sri Lanka, 
the tournament commenced on 
February 7 and will conclude 
with the final on March 8. With 
record-breaking engagement 
across formats and platforms, the 
2026 edition has reaffirmed 
cricket’s unmatched popularity 
in the subcontinent and its ex-
panding global footprint.

ICC Men's T20 WC 2026 sets new 
viewership benchmark worldwide
Digital surge and high-stakes clashes fuel record-breaking cricket viewership

India, England chase perfection 
in familiar semifinal duel

MUMBAI
 

India and England renew their fierce T20 rivalry on 
Thursday as the two heavyweights clash in yet an-
other semifinal of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup 
2026 at the iconic Wankhede Stadium.

Overwhelming favourites at the start of the tour-
nament, India have not quite pieced together a flaw-
less campaign. A heavy defeat to South Africa in the 
Super 8 stage forced a tactical reset, prompting the 
inclusion of Sanju Samson to break the left-heavy 
top order. The move paid rich dividends as Samson 

struck a career-defining 97 not out against 
the West Indies in a virtual 

quarterfinal , 

finally delivering on the big stage more than a 
decade after his international debut.

While Samson’s resurgence has steadied 
the side, Abhishek Sharma now finds him-
self searching for rhythm. Once in red-hot 
form leading into the tournament, the 
southpaw has struggled for consistency de-
spite a fifty against Zimbabwe. 

England’s pace spearhead Jofra Archer is 
expected to test Samson with sharp short 
balls, while Will Jacks and Adil Rashid 
pose a significant spin threat in the middle 
overs.

Captain Suryakumar Yadav led an in-
tense training session, alongside Mumbai 
Indians teammates Tilak Varma and Hardik 
Pandya, as India fine-tuned plans against 
a versatile English attack. Jasprit Bumrah 

has been exceptional, though India 
will seek tighter execution in the 
death overs. 

The spin duo of Axar Patel and Var-
un Chakaravarthy must adapt swiftly 
on a surface previously known to assist slower 

bowlers.
England, led by Harry Brook, have relied 

on individual brilliance from Brook and 
Jacks, with Sam Curran providing balance. 
Questions linger over Jos Buttler’s form, 
but the white-ball stalwart remains capable 

of turning big games.
This marks the third successive T20 World Cup 

semifinal meeting between the sides — England tri-
umphed in 2022, India responded in 2024. With no 
secrets left between familiar foes, both teams know 
that Thursday offers the perfect stage to finally 
deliver a complete performance.

INDIA, ENGLAND RENEW FIERCE T20 WORLD CUP RIVALRY
India face England in a high-pressure semifinal at the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in Mumbai. India reshuffled their 
batting after a Super 8 loss to South Africa, bringing in 
Sanju Samson, who responded with an unbeaten 97 

against West Indies. However, Abhishek Sharma’s form 
remains a concern. England captain Harry Brook has led 
from the front, supported by Will Jacks and Sam Curran, 

while Jos Buttler seeks a return to runs. 

From spectators to aspirants: J&K’s 
Ranji triumph ignites India dreams
SRINAGAR

 
For decades, cricket in Jam-
mu and Kashmir meant fan-
dom — television screens 
glowing in modest homes, 
children imitating their heroes 
in cramped alleys, and the In-
dia cap existing only in post-
ers and daydreams. That dis-
tance has now narrowed dra-
matically.

Jammu and Kashmir’s his-
toric victory in the Ranji Tro-
phy has transformed not just 
the state’s cricketing record 
books but the aspirations of 
an entire generation. By de-
feating Karnataka cricket 
team and sealing the title with 
a commanding 291-run 
first-innings lead in Hubballi 
on February 28, J&K an-
nounced its arrival on Indian 
cricket’s biggest domestic 
stage. The triumph 

travelled far beyond the 
boundary ropes. It echoed 
across school grounds in 
Sopore, orchards in Shopian 
and practice nets in down-
town Srinagar. The message 
was unmistakable: Kashmiri 
cricketers are no longer mere 
admirers of Indian cricket — 
they can shape its future.

Spinner Sahil Lotra de-
scribed the victory as “a very 
special moment” and the ful-
filment of a long-cherished 
dream built on preparation 
and belief. 

Fast bowler Auqib Nabi, 
among the season’s leading 
wicket-takers, underlined that 
the goal was never symbolic 
participation but proving J&K 
could outplay established gi-
ants. They did exactly that.

Former India all-rounder 
Parvez Rasool, once a lone 
emblem of Kashmiri repre-

sentation in national cricket, 
called the win a proud and 
emotional milestone. 

This time, however, it sig-
nals a system producing con-
tenders — not isolated break-
throughs.

Coaches across Srinagar re-
port rising enrolments in 
academies. Parents increas-
ingly discuss structured train-
ing, nutrition plans and trial 
pathways. 

Teenagers who once mem-
orised international statistics 
now track domestic score-
cards with equal intensity.

In a region often defined by 
conflict narratives, sport is 
scripting a different story — 
one of access, integration and 
opportunity. The Ranji tri-
umph has reinforced the be-
lief that national platforms are 
open to talent from every cor-
ner of India.

ARAVINDH STUNS WORLD 
CHAMPION GUKESH AT 

PRAGUE CHESS FESTIVAL
PRAGUE

 
Defending champion Ar-
avindh Chithambaram 
delivered a clinical per-
formance to defeat reign-
ing world champion D. 
Gukesh in the sixth 
round of the Masters sec-
tion at the Prague Inter-
national Chess Festival, 
pushing his compatriot to 
the bottom of the stand-
ings.

Aravindh’s victory not 
only reshaped the leader-
board but also impacted 
the live ratings, with 
Gukesh slipping to world 
number 20. The live list 
notably does not feature 
Viswanathan Anand, re-
portedly due to inactivity. 
Since clinching the world 
title in December 2024, 

Gukesh has struggled 
to maintain mo-

mentum, with 
the Tata Steel 
Masters in 
January 2025 

— where he lost 
the tiebreak to R. 

Praggnanandhaa 
after tying for first 

— being a 

rare bright spot. Ara-
vindh switched to the Si-
cilian Defence after ear-
lier experiments with the 
Philidor backfired in pre-
vious rounds. Gukesh 
opted for complications, 
sacrificing a pawn in the 
middlegame to generate 
tactical chances. As the 
position evolved into 
rook versus two knights, 
a draw appeared likely. 
However, under severe 
time pressure on move 
40, Gukesh committed 
a decisive error, and the 
game concluded eight 
moves later. It was the 
only decisive result of 
the day in the Masters 
section. Dutch Grand-
master  Jorden van 
Foreest maintained his 
sole lead on 4.5 points 
after drawing with lo-
cal favourite David Na-
vara. Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov remains half a 
point behind, keeping 
the title race alive with 
three rounds remaining.

Aravindh now moves 
into the chasing pack 
alongside Vincent Key-
mer  and Nodirbek 
Yakubboev, while Hans 
Niemann s i t s  jus t 
above Gukesh in the 
standings.

WTA split over proposal for five-set 
women’s matches at Slams

INDIAN WELLS
 

Leading players on the WTA Tour are divided over a 
proposal to introduce best-of-five-set matches for 
women from the quarterfinal stage onward at Grand 
Slam tournaments, a concept backed by newly ap-
pointed USTA CEO Craig Tiley.

Currently, women compete in best-of-three 
matches at all majors, while men contest 
five-setters. Tiley, long associated with inno-
vation during his tenure as head of the Austra-
lian Open, has argued that fan engagement 
data shows interest intensifies as matches 
extend deeper. However, six-time major 
champion Iga Swiatek questioned the log-
ic behind lengthening matches in an era 
dominated by shrinking attention 
spans. “It’s a weird approach in the 
world where everything is becom-
ing faster,” Swiatek said during 
media interactions at Indian 
Wells. She also raised concerns 
about a potential drop in quality 

as fatigue sets in. “I don’t know if we would be able 
to keep the quality for five sets. Men are more phys-
ically strong and they can handle it better,” she added, 
noting that players would need to overhaul training 
schedules and tournament calendars to adapt.

Reigning Australian Open champion Elena Rybak-
ina echoed those reservations, describing the mental 
challenge of switching formats mid-tournament as 

“not easy” and admitting she would prefer to stick 
to best-of-three.

Others see competitive advantages. Coco 
Gauff acknowledged that longer matches might 
suit her physical strengths but opposed altering 
the format only from the quarterfinals onward, 

arguing it could disrupt competitive bal-
ance. World number one Aryna Sa-

balenka, meanwhile, threw her full 
support behind the proposal. 

“Yeah, let’s do that,” she said 
confidently, suggesting her 
physical resilience could trans-
late into even greater Grand 
Slam success.

Magnus Carlsen’s chess secrets: Puzzles, 
pressure and the power of intuition

NEW DELHI
 

To many, Magnus Carlsen appears less a man and 
more a machine — a relentless force who grinds 
down elite Grandmasters with icy precision. Yet be-
neath his peak 2882 Elo rating lies a fiercely human 
competitor who has wrestled with doubt, bore-
dom and even puzzles that refused to yield.

In interviews over the years, Carlsen has 
spoken candidly about the limits of calcu-
lation. One formative challenge was the 
classic eight queens puzzle. Solving the 
basic configuration was easy; discovering 
all 92 possible patterns was not. He has 
recalled spending weeks after school ex-
haustively working through every variation. 
The episode revealed not just brilliance, but pa-
tience — mastery forged through stubborn per-
sistence rather than flashes of genius. If one “prob-
lem” unsettles Carlsen more than any composed 
study, it is the modern chess engine. He has admitted 
avoiding regular battles with top programs like Stock-
fish because their near-perfect calculations can feel 

creatively stifling. For Carlsen, chess is not about 
surviving 30 flawless computer moves but about nav-
igating positions that retain human tension and am-
biguity. That philosophy defines his approach. Con-
trary to the myth that Grandmasters calculate endless-
ly deep lines, Carlsen often trusts instinct first. He 

has described chess as a language: moves 
“sound” right or wrong long before calcula-

tion confirms them. Thinking time, he sug-
gests, is largely about verification.

His competitive fire is equally reveal-
ing. Carlsen has never pretended to handle 
defeat gracefully. He prefers to channel 
frustration into sharper focus, a mindset 

reminiscent of elite athletes across sports. 
After setbacks — including difficult stretches 

in world championship matches — he has leaned 
on instinct rather than retreating into caution. 
Carlsen’s scepticism extends to traditional tactics 
puzzles. In his view, many are artificial exercises that 
announce the presence of a solution. Real games de-
mand something subtler: recognising that an oppor-
tunity exists at all.


