
"The 
people asked 

for good govern-
ance, but Con-
gress has only 

changed the chairs. 
Karnataka deserves 

transparency and ac-
countability."

R Ashoka, 
Opposition 

Leader 

5 killed in ICU fire at pvt hospital in Bihar
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The Truth Speaks

Shivakumar proposes twin ministries 
for public grievances and NRIs

Citizens’ concerns, voter rights and transparency placed at Congress governance forefront
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar on Thursday 
announced that the Karnataka government will 
establish separate ministries for public griev-
ances and Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), while 
directing officials to function transparently, 
remain free from external pressures and work 
proactively to address people's concerns.

Addressing senior bureaucrats, police offi-
cers and forest officials at Vidhana Soudha, the 
Chief Minister said the new government is 
committed to responsive and accountable gov-
ernance. He instructed all departments to pre-
pare action plans within 15 days and submit 
reports on pending and proposed development 
works within 25 days.

Shivakumar also stressed that no citizen 
should lose voting rights during the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls. Officials have been directed to create 
awareness, establish help desks and assist eligi-
ble voters in completing registration formalities.

The Chief Minister announced that a dedicat-
ed Public Grievances Ministry would be creat-
ed to hear petitions, address public complaints 
and engage with protest groups seeking gov-
ernment intervention. A separate NRI Ministry 
will facilitate investments and provide support 
services for overseas Kannadigas interested in 
contributing to the state's development.

On governance reforms, Shivakumar direct-
ed authorities to collect comprehensive data on 
the utilisation of Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) funds across Karnataka. He said 
primary education would receive priority in 
future CSR spending, including the construc-
tion and improvement of schools.

The government also plans to strengthen law 

and order by forming 
special task forces in 
every taluk to monitor 
and curb rowdy activi-
ties and criminal ele-
ments. 

The Chief Minister 
said the administra-
tion’s focus would re-
main on transparent 
governance, citizen 
welfare and efficient 
delivery of public ser-
vices across the state.

Separate ministry for 
public grievances

Action plans from  
departments in 15 days

District development 
reports in 25 days

No voter should lose 
voting rights during SIR

Taluk-level task forces 
against rowdy activities

Separate ministry for NRIs

Key Announcements Employment & Governance

n �Details of vacant posts 
to be submitted within  
15 days

n �Plan to fill 56,000  
government vacancies

n �Private employment 
exchange proposed

n �₹2,000 cr earmarked for 
Bengaluru road  
development works

CM backs global water innovation 
network to elevate Bengaluru

Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar’s vision of trans-
forming Bengaluru into a global city received a 

major push with BWSSB proposing the Bengaluru 
Global Water Innovation Network (BGWIN), an in-

ternational platform for water innovation and urban 
water security. The initiative aims to bring together 

water utilities, government agencies, universities, re-
search institutions, startups, investors and industry 
leaders to address challenges linked to water man-
agement, climate change and rapid urbanisation. A 
key component will be a Centre of Excellence and 
Technology Innovation Hub focusing on artificial 

intelligence, smart metering, wastewater treatment 
and water reuse. BWSSB said BGWIN will support 
research, technology testing, policy development 

and global collaboration, positioning Bengaluru as a 
leading hub for sustainable water management.

Cabinet vacancies 
remain, says CM on 

women ministers
D.K. Shivakumar said the ab-
sence of women in the newly 

formed Cabinet should not 
be seen as a closed chapter, 
noting that several ministe-
rial vacancies are yet to be 

filled. Responding to criticism 
from the BJP and concerns 
raised by senior Congress 

leader Margaret Alva, he said, 
“There are a lot of vacan-

cies. It is not about any one 
person.” He also high-

lighted the government's 
women-centric welfare 

schemes, saying Karnataka 
has become a model for 
women’s empowerment.

NFHS-6 exposes 
BJP’s ‘absolute 

incompetence’: Kharge
NEW DELHI

 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Thursday 
launched a sharp attack on the 
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment, alleging that the find-
ings of the sixth round of the 
National Family Health Sur-
vey (NFHS-6) have exposed 
the BJP’s “absolute incompe-
tence” in addressing health-
care and nutrition challenges 
across the country.

In a post on X, Kharge 
claimed the survey data re-
vealed alarming levels of mal-
nutrition and anaemia among 
women and children. He said 
one in five children suffers 
from acute malnutrition, one-
third are underweight, and 
over 84 per cent of children 
aged between six and 23 
months do not receive ade-
quate nutrition. He also point-
ed to findings showing that 57 
per cent of women aged 15-49 
are anaemic and one in five 
women is undernourished.

Accusing the Centre of 
suppressing critical informa-
tion, Kharge alleged that the 
BJP government deliberately 
concealed data that highlight-
ed shortcomings in healthcare 
and nutrition programmes.

NFHS-6 Coverage
n ��6.79 lakh households 

surveyed

n 715 districts covered

n �Conducted during 
2023-24

KEY CONCERNS 
Highlighted by Kharge
n �1 in 5 children acutely 

malnourished

n �1 in 3 children  
underweight

n �84% children lack  
adequate nutrition

n 57% women anaemic

n �1 in 5 women  
undernourished

“The Modi government has 
betrayed India’s women and 

children on healthcare and 
nutrition and deliberately 

hidden 
data that 

exposes 
its fail-

ures.” 

Mallikarjun Kharge
AICC President 

MUZAFFARPUR
 

At least five people lost their lives 
and several others were injured af-
ter a massive fire broke out in the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of a pri-
vate hospital in Bihar’s Muzaffar-
pur district early Thursday morn-
ing, officials said.

The incident occurred at Prasad 
Hospital in the Brahmpura area of 
Muzaffarpur town. According to 
authorities, the blaze erupted 
around 3:55 a.m. and spread rapid-
ly through the ICU, filling the 
ward with dense smoke and mak-
ing rescue operations difficult.

Muzaffarpur Municipal Com-
missioner Rituraj Singh confirmed 
five fatalities and said several in-
jured patients were undergoing 
treatment at different hospitals. 

Earlier, District Magistrate Subrat 
Kumar Sen stated that around 13 to 
15 patients were admitted in the 
ICU at the time of the incident and 
were later shifted to nearby medi-
cal facilities by their families and 
rescue teams.

Fire department personnel 
rushed to the spot soon after re-
ceiving the alert and managed to 
evacuate nearly 20 patients. Fire 
officer Ram Nivas Pandey said the 
thick smoke inside the ICU com-
plicated rescue efforts, but fire-
fighters successfully rescued be-
tween 15 and 20 patients from the 
affected ward.

Preliminary investigations sug-
gest that the fire may have been 
caused by a short circuit, although 
officials said the exact cause would 
be determined after a detailed in-

quiry. Bihar Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary described the incident 
as “extremely tragic” and an-
nounced an ex gratia payment of 
₹4 lakh for the families of each 
deceased victim. 

He also directed authorities to 
ensure proper treatment for the 
injured. Deputy Chief Minister 
Vijay Kumar Choudhary said a 
thorough investigation was under-
way and assured that appropriate 
action would be taken based on 
the findings.

Speaker's chair beckons H.K. 
Patil: Cong veteran may get 

key Constitutional role
SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM, 
MYSURU

 
Veteran Congress leader and 
former minister H.K. Patil is 
emerging as the frontrunner for 
the coveted post of Speaker of 
the Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly following the resigna-
tion of U.T. Khader, who has 
joined the Cabinet of Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

Highly placed Congress 
sources indicated that the par-
ty's national leadership is 
actively persuading the 
seasoned North Karna-
taka leader to accept the 
constitutional responsi-
bility for the next 24 
months. As part of an internal 
political understanding, Patil is 
reportedly being assured of a 
significant role thereafter. 
However, the senior leader is 
yet to give his consent and is 
understood to have sought time 
before taking a final call.

The Speaker's post, once 
considered a position of im-
mense prestige, has in recent 
years found few willing takers. 
The role demands strict neutral-
ity, distancing its occupant 

from active political engage-
ment and partisan activities. 
This has often discouraged am-
bitious politicians who prefer 
the rough-and-tumble of elec-
toral politics.

Sources say this very factor 
prevented Patil's inclusion in 
the newly-formed Shivakumar 
Cabinet. Known for his admin-
istrative experience and politi-
cal acumen, Patil has long been 
regarded as one of the Congress 
party's most dependable lead-

ers. Yet, the Speaker's 
chair may now be his 
next destination.

Interestingly, a simi-
lar formula was believed 

to have been worked out 
for U.T. Khader after the Con-

gress stormed to power in the 
2023 Assembly elections. Keen 
on a ministerial berth under the 
Muslim and Coastal Karnataka 
quota, Khader was persuaded to 
serve as Speaker with an assur-
ance that he would eventually 
be accommodated in the Cabi-
net. After steering the Assem-
bly smoothly for nearly three 
years and earning praise for his 
conduct, Khader has now made 
way for a successor.

Rahul, Siddaramaiah 
running govt; DKS 

lacks freedom: Ashoka
BENGALURU: Leader of Opposition R. 
Ashoka on Thursday launched a sharp attack 
on the newly formed Karnataka government 
headed by D. K. Shivakumar, alleging that 
the administration would function under the 
“remote control” of Rahul Gandhi and for-
mer Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Bengaluru, 
Ashoka claimed the 
change in leadership 
was merely cosmetic 
and compared it to “an 
old movie with a new 
poster.” He said only 
the nameplate at the 
Chief Minister’s office 
had changed while public 
grievances remained unre-
solved. Ashoka alleged that issues 
such as farmer suicides, corruption, pot-
hole-ridden roads, microfinance-related dis-
tress, and deaths caused by administrative 
negligence continue to plague the state. 

He also criticized the large number of po-
litical cut-outs erected in Bengaluru despite 
the Chief Minister’s appeal against them, 

saying it showed that Shivakumar’s 
directives were not being fol-
lowed. Questioning the composi-
tion of the new Cabinet, Ashoka 
said no woman had been inducted 

despite Congress projecting it-
self as a supporter of wom-

en’s rights.

“Our government will not 
bow to caste, religion, influ-
ence or pressure. Officials 
must work within the frame-
work of law, with transparen-
cy and a positive approach to 
solving people’s problems.

DK Shivakumar, 
Chief Minister

Ratna Kumar 
Dismisses AA23 

Shelving Rumours 
Indirectly

TMC faces biggest crisis as 
rebellion, resignations rock party
KOLKATA

 
The Trinamool Congress (TMC) is 
confronting one of its toughest organi-
sational challenges in recent years, 
with an internal rebellion among legis-
lators and uncertainty surrounding key 
municipal leaders following the party’s 
defeat in the recent West Bengal As-
sembly elections.

The crisis deepened after Speaker 
Rathindra Nath Bose recognised 58 
rebel TMC legislators, led by MLA Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, as the principal oppo-
sition bloc in the Assembly. The rebel 
group has accused the party leadership 
of authoritarian functioning and openly 
questioned the role of TMC national 
general secretary Abhishek Banerjee.

Adding to the turmoil, uncertainty 
persists over the future of Kolkata 
Mayor Firhad Hakim. 

Hakim’s participation in an adminis-
trative meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari reportedly trig-
gered differences within sections of the 
party.

The situation worsened with Bidhan-
nagar Mayor Krishna Chakraborty 
stepping down from her post, citing 
personal reasons after serving for 16 
years. Municipal officials confirmed 
receiving her resignation letter.

Meanwhile, the rebel legislators have 
appealed to Mamata Banerjee to act as 
their principal adviser while distancing 

DMK gets 
separate seating 
in LS, may skip 

INDIA bloc meet
NEW DELHI

 
The DMK has secured approv-
al from the Lok Sabha Secre-
tariat for a separate seating ar-
rangement in Parliament fol-
lowing its split with longtime 
ally Congress in Tamil Nadu. 
The move comes after DMK 
MP Kanimozhi Karunanidhi 
wrote to Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla seeking a change in 
seating, citing altered political 
circumstances after Congress 
joined the TVK-led govern-
ment in the state. Sources said 
arrangements are being made 
to seat DMK MPs separately 
from Congress members. The 
development reflects growing 
tensions between the former 
allies after Congress extended 
support to the TVK govern-
ment despite contesting the 
Assembly elections as part of 
the DMK-led alliance. The 
MK Stalin-led party has re-
portedly described Congress’s 
decision as a “betrayal,” while 
Congress has defended its 
move. The DMK is also un-
likely to participate in the IN-
DIA bloc meeting scheduled in 
New Delhi on June 8.

themselves from Abhishek Banerjee. 
They claim their revolt stems from dis-
satisfaction with the party’s internal 
functioning and leadership decisions.

In response to the growing unrest, 
the TMC has dissolved all its organisa-
tional committees in West Bengal and 
announced a comprehensive review of 
its structure.

A party under pressure
The Trinamool Congress (TMC) is fac-
ing one of its toughest phases follow-
ing its defeat in the West Bengal As-
sembly elections. The recognition of 58 
rebel MLAs as the principal opposition 
bloc has exposed deep internal divi-
sions, with dissidents questioning the 
party leadership and demanding great-
er internal democracy. 
The uncertainty surrounding Kolkata 
Mayor Firhad Hakim’s future and the 
resignation of Bidhannagar Mayor 
Krishna Chakraborty have further 
raised concerns about the party’s urban 
political base.

Congress names 
candidates for 

Rajya Sabha polls
NEW DELHI

 
The Congress on Thursday 
announced its candidates 
for the 2026 biennial and 
by-elections to the Rajya 
Sabha after party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge ap-
proved the nominations. 

Karnataka will field 
Kharge, Pawan Khera and 
Mansoor Ali Khan, while 
Meenakshi  Natarajan 
(Madhya Pradesh), Neeraj 
D a n g i  ( R a j a s t h a n ) , 
Praveen Chakravar ty 
(Tamil Nadu) and Pranav 
Jha (Jharkhand) have also 
been nominated for the 
Upper House elections.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
allocates portfolios to 13 ministers
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar on 
Thursday allocated portfolios to the 
13 ministers inducted into his Cabi-
net, while retaining the crucial Fi-
nance Department, Department of 
Personnel and Administrative Re-
forms (DPAR), and all other unallo-
cated portfolios.

Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G. 
Parameshwara was assigned the Rev-
enue Department along with Sports 
and Youth Empowerment. Priyank 
Kharge was given the Home Depart-
ment and IT-BT portfolio, while K.J. 
George took charge of Energy and 
Tourism. M.B. Patil will head Large 
and Medium Industries, and Satish 

Jarkiholi has been entrusted with the 
Public Works Department.

Krishna Byre Gowda was allotted 
Bengaluru Urban Development, Ra-
malinga Reddy Water Resources, and 
K.H. Muniyappa Food and Civil Sup-
plies. Bairathi Suresh will oversee 
Transport, while U.T. Khader has 
been assigned Health and Family 
Welfare.

Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah will 
handle Urban Development, Sharan 
Prakash Patil Medical Education, and 
Eshwar Khandre Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj.

The portfolio allocation marks the 
formal commencement of the new 
government’s administrative function-
ing under Shivakumar’s leadership.
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‘KIADB Act not intended to snatch poor farmers’ land’
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The High Court has quashed 
the land acquisition process 
undertaken by the Karnataka 
Industrial Area Development 
Board (KIDB) for multi-level 
car parking and other facilities 
near the Bangalore Interna-
tional Exhibition Centre 
(BIEC) in Madanayakanahalli 
village in Bengaluru North ta-
luk, stating that the KIADB 
Act is not intended to snatch 
land from poor farmers for the 
expansion of business by pri-
vate companies.

This order marks a victory 
for farmers, who have been 
fighting a legal battle for their 
land for the past 14 years.

A bench of Justice DK 
Singh and Justice TM Nadaf 
passed this order while hear-
ing the petitions filed by farm-
ers Mukesh Kumar and others 
challenging the order of a sin-
gle-judge bench upholding the 
final notification issued by 
KIADB for the land acquisi-
tion process. It also ordered 
that the order passed by the 
single-judge bench in this re-
gard be quashed.

The bench, which explained 
the land acquisition process 
under the KIADB Act, said 
that as per Section 29, com-
pensation has to be paid. Only 
if all these steps are taken, the 
acquisition process will be 
completed. However, even af-
ter 14 years have passed since 
the issuance of the final notifi-

cation, no compensation has 
been announced to the land 
owners. And even though no 
compensation has been depos-
ited or paid, and there is no 
stay order, the failure to an-
nounce compensation has led 
to the cancellation of the land 
acquisition process.

Further, the basic purpose of 
the KIDB Act is to systemati-
cally develop industrial areas in 
the state. For this, land is identi-
fied, acquired and necessary 
infrastructure is provided for. 
However, no provision has been 
made for any specific private 

institution to snatch the land of 
poor farmers for the expansion 
of the business of a profitable 
company. Even if land is ac-
quired by private companies, it 
cannot be considered for public 
purpose, the bench said.

The creation of industrial 
estate is a public purpose. 
However, acquisition of land 
for profit-making unit is not 
within the purview of the 
KIADB Act. This exercise of 
power would be a statutory 
and constitutional fraud com-
mitted by the state authorities, 
the bench said.

SETBACK FOR KIADB

QUICK READ
6 advocates to be 

elevated as K’taka  
HC Judges 

BECC to issue notices 
over compound  
wall violations 

Man films woman 
while bathing in 

apartment 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Supreme Court colle-

gium has approved the 
proposal for appointment 
of six advocates, Raghav-
endra Seetharam Srivat-

sa, Hema Kulkarni, Subra-
manya Rangarao, Thad-
agavadi Prakash Viveka-
nanda, Bakkeswara Pra-
mod and Hombe Gowda 

Shanthi Bhushan as 
 Judges of Karnataka  

High Court.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Bengaluru East City Cor-
poration (BECC) directed 
officials to identify resi-
dential and commercial 

buildings with compound 
walls exceeding the per-

missible height pre-
scribed under National 

Building Code (NBC) and 
issue notices to owners 

for compliance.BECC 
Commissioner DS 

Ramesh issued the direc-
tive  during a review 

meeting on the progress 
of development and en-
gineering works across 
corporation limits. Offi-
cials were told to con-

duct inspections and ini-
tiate action against viola-

tions as part of broader 
efforts to improve public 
safety and urban infra-
structure management. 
The Commissioner or-

dered immediate identifi-
cation of dilapidated and 
structurally unsafe build-
ings that pose a threat to 
public life and property. 

Officials have been asked 
to take action, including 
demolition wherever re-

quired, and submit week-
ly progress reports.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A 28-year-old woman 

staying in an apartment 
alleged that an unidenti-
fied man secretly record-

ed her while she was 
bathing in her bathroom 

on May 31. The Green 
Glen Layout resident 
said the incident oc-

curred around 8.15pm 
when she was taking 

bath. She was shocked 
to notice a mobile phone 
near the bathroom win-

dow being used to record 
the video. She told police 

the phone was sea-
green in colour and fea-

tured a dual-camera set-
up. She said the suspect 

was wearing a grey 
T-shirt. Realising she 
was being filmed, the 

woman raised the alarm. 
The accused, however, 
fled the spot before he 
was identified. A case 

has been registered un-
der Section 66E of Infor-
mation Technology Act 
(punishment for viola-

tion of privacy) and Sec-
tion 77 (voyeurism) of 

BNS.A senior police of-
ficer said CCTV camer-
as of the building and 
surrounding areas are 

being verified to  
ascertain clues.

Healthcare needs docs who 
Bridge med-tech gap: Experts 

As AI becomes increasingly embedded in healthcare, experts call for a new gen of doctors who can 
bridge worlds of med, tech, and research; They need to speak the language of science & innovation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Doctors must be able to com-
municate healthcare challeng-
es effectively to engineers and 
researchers. They need to 
speak the language of science 
and innovation.

As Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) becomes increasingly 
embedded in healthcare, ex-
perts are calling for a new 
generation of doctors who can 
bridge the worlds of medi-
cine, technology and research. 
They caution that trust among 
doctors and patients will de-
termine the success of AI 
adoption. 

Speaking at the 15th edition 
of the Lifesciences and 
Healthcare Innovation Forum 
(LHIF), organised by the 
Nasscom Centre of Excel-
lence (CoE) for IoT and AI, 

healthcare leaders said, AI is 
already transforming areas 
ranging from diagnosis and 
clinical documentation to 
drug discovery. However, 
they stressed that technology 
should support doctors rather 
than replace them.

Highlighting the need for 
clinician-scientists, Dr Uma 
Nambiar,  I ISc Medical 
School Foundation CEO, said 

there are significant gaps in 
the healthcare innovation eco-
system that require profes-
sionals who understand both 
medicine and technology. Ac-
cording to her, the upcoming 
hospital and medical school at 
the Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc) aims to address this 
challenge by training physi-
cian-scientists and clini-
cian-scientists through inter-

disciplinary programmes. 
Clinician-scientists can 

bridge the gap between labora-
tory innovation and patient 
care, she said. Dr Nambiar also 
argued that engineers and tech-
nology developers should be 
viewed as part of the health-
care ecosystem because their 
work directly affects patient 
outcomes. If a medical device 
fails, if an imaging system pro-
duces inaccurate results, or if 
an AI algorithm makes a mis-
take, patient outcomes are af-
fected, she said.

Dr Sujoy Kar, Chief Medical 
Information officer and 
Vice-President at Apollo Hos-
pitals, said healthcare organisa-
tions must focus on building 
trust at every stage of AI im-
plementation. In healthcare AI, 
we must build a trust pipeline 
that extends from algorithms to 

physicians and from physicians 
to patients. If that trust pipeline 
is weak at any point, the solu-
tion will not succeed, he said.  

Sanjeev Malhotra, CEO of 
Nasscom CoE, said public trust 
in AI-powered healthcare solu-
tions would depend largely on 
their accuracy and endorse-
ments by trusted institutions. 
Trust ultimately comes from 
accuracy. If a system consis-
tently delivers reliable results, 
people will continue to use it. 
Over time, trust is built when 
users repeatedly see accurate 
outcomes, he said. Stakehold-
ers at the forum also stressed 
the need for home-grown AI 
solutions built on India-specif-
ic datasets, while noting that 
several Indian startups are al-
ready developing products that 
can compete with global stan-
dards.

Hold local body polls soon: Ex-MP 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Fifth State Finance Commis-
sion chairman and former MP 
C Narayanaswamy has urged 
the state government to hold 
the pending local body elec-
tions as soon as possible. 

He asserted that the new 
Chief Minister needs to pay 
attention to this issue in or-
der to strengthen democracy 
and receive the necessary 
funds from the central gov-
ernment.

He was speaking at an in-
teraction program organized 
by the Karnataka branch of 
the Indian Institute of Public 
Administration in joint col-
laboration with Dr. Manmo-
han Singh Bangalore City 
University at the new aca-
demic wing on the premises 

of Central College.
Delivering a keynote address 

on the topic 'Distribution of Fi-
nance to Local Bodies, Report 
of the 5th Karnataka State 
Finance Commission', he 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h u g e 
amounts of funds were un-
available due to the failure 
to hold elections on time.

Narayanaswamy opined that 
the 73rd and 74th amendments 
to the Constitution, which were 
implemented in 1993, ushered 
in a new era of empowerment 
of local bodies and decentral-
ization of power.

He lamented that due to fail-
ure to comply with the condi-

tions of the Central Finance 
Commission, financial assis-
tance was stopped, which led to 
a financial setback for the de-
velopment work of local bodies 
in the state and stunted prog-
ress.

Presiding over the discussion, 
retired Chief Secretary and IIPA 
Karnataka Branch President 
TM Vijaya Bhaskar analyzed 
that the southern states that 
have effectively implemented 
the policy of decentralization 
have achieved greater develop-
ment.

State Finance Commission 
member M Sanaullah, Senior 
Professors Dr K Gayathri and 

Dr N Shivanna shed light on 
various aspects of the report.

Decentralized Planning and 
Development Commission 
Chairman DR Patil, Registrar A 
Naveen Joseph, IIPA Secretary 
Dr D Jeevan Kumar, Kala 
Nikaya Dean Prof Jyothi Ven-
katesh, Dr M Malini were pres-
ent.Speaking at the interaction, 
retired Additional Chief Secre-
tary LK Ateeq explained that 
the state government is spend-
ing about one lakh crore rupees 
annually on guarantee schemes 
and various subsidies and pen-
sion schemes.

 As a result, he said, Karnata-
ka has risen to the top in the 
country in terms of per capita 
income, and opined that local 
bodies can mobilize more reve-
nue resources through property 
tax collection.

The state capital, Bengaluru, has been deprived of  
Central financial assistance worth around Rs 10,000 

crores due to delay in elections to GBA’.

Residents spend from pockets to 
keep Jalahalli Road user-friendly  
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Residents of a large apartment 
complex in Jalahalli East have 
been pooling in money every 
year to keep a 100-metre 
stretch of road usable during 
monsoon. Reason: The city 
corporation or elected repre-
sentatives haven’t been able 
to provide a lasting solution. 

Residents of Shriram Sa-
meeksha apartment complex, 
which has over 1,000 homes, 
said they spend around Rs 
80,000 annually to lay jelly 
stones on the stretch connect-
ing Gangamma Gudi Police 
Station Road and Kuvempun-
agar. 

According to residents, re-
peated appeals to civic au-
thorities and elected represen-
tatives across party lines 
failed to resolve the issue. We 
gave a written representation 
and authorities also visited the 
spot. But there has been no 
solution, said Unni Krishnan 
Menon, a retired navy veteran 
and resident of the apartment 
complex. 

Since the road is undevel-
oped, the surrounding space 
has become a dumpyard. 
There is another menace of 

drug addicts  using the 
stretch for their activities, 
said resident Vivek Balaji. 
Residents said an ongoing 
land litigation has prevented 
government agencies from 
taking up permanent devel-
opment works. 

The issue has also affected 
the locali ty’s access to 
drinking water connections 
and BMTC bus services. 

The stretch has been used 
as a connecting road for 
over 10 years now, but it re-
mains unsafe for commuters. 
There have been many inci-
dents of people falling and 
getting injured here. Our re-
quest is to make the road 
safe at least till the legal is-
sues are resolved, said Na-
tesh Muthanna, Secretary of 
Shriram Sameeksha Apart-
ment Owners’ Association. 
Bengaluru North City Cor-
poration’s Executive Engi-
neer Nagappa Kamati said 
several attempts were made 
by former corporators to get 
clearance by convincing the 
title holder of the land so 
that a road could be devel-
oped. We can asphalt the 
stretch once we get clear-
ance, he added.

MAN KNOCKED DOWN BY SPEEDING BIKE 
FIGHTS FOR RS 6.7L COMPENSATION 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

After being knocked down by 
a speeding motorcycle while 
walking home and sustaining 
grievous injury and loss of 
pay, a daily wage labourer 
fought a lengthy legal battle 
for securing compensation. 

The saga began on May 10, 
2023, when Shiva Kumar, a 
49-year-old resident of Nela-
mangala taluk, was walking 
along Shivagange-Kudur 
Road at around 6.20 pm. The 
rider of the motorcycle, 
owned by Gangamma of Ko-
ratagere taluk, Tumakuru dis-
trict, came at high speed in a 
rash and negligent manner 
and dashed against him.

Kumar fell to the ground 
and sustained grievous inju-
ries, displaced fractures to his 
left ankle and multiple frac-
tures to the metatarsal bones of 
his right foot.Kumar was im-
mediately rushed to the district 
general hospital, Tumakuru. 

He was discharged with ad-
vice for surgery and subse-
quently admitted to Sridevi 
Medical College Hospital, Tu-
makuru, on May 21, where he 
underwent internal fixation for 
the left ankle fracture. The right 

foot fractures were treated con-
servatively with plaster appli-
cation.He was discharged on 
May 30 after a 10-day stay, with 
advice for regular follow-up 
treatment and bed rest. 

Dobbaspet police registered 
a case against the motorcy-
cle’s rider.Kumar filed a peti-
tion before Motor Accident 
Claims Tribunal-3, seeking Rs 
30 lakh in compensation, al-
leging that on account of the 
accidental injuries, he was 
unable to work and had in-
curred huge expenses towards 
medical treatment. 

Prior to the accident, he 
claimed he was healthy, earn-
ing Rs 22,000 per month as a 
labourer. But the insurer, Chola 
MS General Insurance Compa-
ny Ltd, contested the claim, 
stating the vehicle lacked a val-
id fitness certificate as on the 
date of the accident and that the 
compensation sought was high-
ly exorbitant. After hearing 
both sides, the tribunal exam-
ined witnesses, including a hos-
pital records officer and the 
doctor who assessed Kumar’s 
disability at 22%. Since the 
doctor had not treated him or 
reviewed follow-up records, 
functional disability was fixed 

at 20%. 
The insurer’s manager ad-

mitted the vehicle was insured 
and the rider licensed, weak-
ening its defence and leading 
the tribunal to reject alleged 
policy violations. Since Ku-
mar could not produce docu-
mentary proof of his income, 
the tribunal applied a notional 
income of Rs 16,000 per 
month. 

To this were added Rs 
32,000 for loss of income 
during the two-month recov-
ery period, Rs 14,421 towards 
proven medical bills, and Rs 
30,000 each towards pain and 
suffering, attendant and con-
veyance charges, loss of fu-
ture amenities, and future 
medical expenses including a 
recommended implant remov-
al surgery. 

The tribunal bench of head-
ed by BS Honnaswamy, VII 
Additional SCJ and ACJM, 
Member MACT-3 on May 2, 
directed the insurance compa-
ny to pay a total compensa-
tion of Rs 6.7 lakh with inter-
est at 6 percent per annum 
from the date of petition till 
realization, excluding the Rs 
30,000 granted towards future 
medical expenses.

NIMHANS to study music effects 
on brain, to make Ilaiyaraaja patron 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosci-
ences (NIMHANS) an-
nounced the setting up of a 
National Centre for Music, 
Brain, Mind and Health under 
the patronage of music com-
poser and Padma Vibhushan 
awardee Ilaiyaraaja. 

The proposed centre, which 
will be set up in collaboration 
with Mercuri Foundation, 
aims to become India’s first 
interdisciplinary national facil-
ity dedicated to studying the 
intersection of music, neurosci-
ence, mental health, cognition, 
rehabilitation and technology. 

As per NIMHANS, the ini-
tiative seeks to advance re-
search, clinical innovation, 
education and public engage-

ment in areas related to music 
and human wellbeing. The 
centre will focus on under-
standing how music influenc-
es the brain, cognition, emo-
tions and overall health, while 
developing evidence-based 
approaches that can be ap-
plied in healthcare and com-
munity settings. 

It aims to bridge traditional 
wisdom, artistic excellence 
and modern neuroscience to 
develop evidence-based ap-
proaches that can benefit indi-
viduals and communities alike. 
The patronage of Ilaiyaraaja 
adds a profound cultural and 
artistic dimension to the initia-
tive, said NIMHANS.  Since 
2009, research has been on into 
how music interacts with the 
brain, cognition, emotion and 
mental health at NIMHANS. 

Robber attacks delivery 
agent, flees with cash, phone 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A food delivery agent was al-
legedly assaulted while trying 
to stop an intruder, who entered 
his rented house and fled with 
cash and a mobile phone.

 Shyamal, a resident of 5th 
Cross, Anepalya, and a native 
of West Bengal, said in his 
complaint that he and his 
roommate Nitai Das returned 
home late at night after work. 
Around 1.35 am, a miscreant 
sneaked into their sec-
ond-floor residence and 
latched the bathroom door 

from outside after learning 
that someone was inside.

 The miscreant then entered 
the bedroom and allegedly 
stole a mobile phone belong-
ing to Das, Rs 2,750 in cash 
from Shyamal’s trouser pock-
et, and his bike key.

 Realising that the intruder 
was attempting to flee, Shya-
mal confronted him and 
grabbed his legs.

 However, the miscreant 
struck him on the head with 
an object and fled the house 
with the valuables, Shyamal 
told police. 

Man cheated of 
Rs 7 lakh in  

sim-swap racket 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A suspected sim-swap fraud 
has left a 27-year-old man 
poorer by nearly Rs 7.2 lakh 
after cybercriminals allegedly 
ported his mobile number to 
another network without his 
knowledge, gained access to 
his banking credentials and 
siphoned off money from 
multiple accounts.

 As per a complaint filed by 
Kamlesh Kumar of BTM 
Layout II Stage and a native 
of Bihar, he was using mobile 
number 8971923161 for the 
past 10 years. On May 25, he 
suddenly found his number 
was deactivated. When he vis-
ited an Airtel store the follow-
ing day, he was reportedly 
informed the number had 
been ported to Jio network. 

Kumar told police this was 
done without his authorisation. 
Enquiries at a Jio store report-
edly revealed the sim card 
ownership was transferred to a 
person, identified as Shahbach 
Ansari,  whom Kamlesh 
claimed he didn’t know. Kumar 
subsequently filed a lost report 
at MICO Layout police station 
on May 27. 

Woman duped of 
Rs 41L in stock 

market scam
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A woman was duped of Rs 41 
lakh by promising high re-
turns if she invested in the 
stock market. 

A case has been registered 
against the cyber fraudsters at 
the Whitefield Cyber Crime 
Police Station in this regard. 

Police from the Cyber 
Crime Station said that a case 
has been registered under the 
IT Act based on a complaint 
filed by a 30-year-old woman 
from Marathhalli and the in-
vestigation is ongoing.

The cyber fraudsters, who 
called the woman from three 
separate mobile numbers, had 
convinced her that she would 
get high profits if she invested 
in the stock market. Later, 
they added her to a WhatsApp 
group and sent her a link. Af-
ter that, the complainant 
clicked on the link and regis-
tered. Initially, the woman in-
vested Rs 30,000 through the 
app. As the fraudsters again 
convinced her to invest more 
money, she invested Rs 41 
lakh from three accounts in 
different banks, sources said.
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NALVADI’S LEGACY LIGHTS UP MYSURU

City celebrates visionary king’s 
142nd Birth Anniversary

MYSURU

A festive atmosphere envel-
oped the heritage city of 
Mysuru on Thursday as 
thousands of people joined 
hands to celebrate the 142nd 
birth anniversary of Nalvadi 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar, the vi-
sionary ruler under whose 
reign the erstwhile Mysore 
State emerged as one of the 
most progressive princely 
states in India.

From the early hours of 
the morning, the city wore a 
celebratory look. Roads 
leading to K.R. Circle wit-
nessed a steady stream of 
people from all walks of life 
arriving to pay homage to 
the revered monarch. Politi-
cal leaders, social activists, 
educational institutions, cul-
tural  organisat ions and 
members of the public gar-
landed the statue of Nalvadi 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar and 
remembered his immense 
contribution to the state's de-
velopment.

One of the highlights of 
the celebrations was the co-
lourful procession organised 
by the Ursu Mandali. The 
procession commenced from 
the historic Kote Anjaneyas-
wamy Temple and wound its 
way through major thor-
oughfares before culminat-
ing at the Mysore Palace.

The procession turned into 
a vibrant spectacle with folk 
artists, traditional drummers, 
dollu kunitha performers, 
t ab leaux  depic t ing  the 
achievements of Nalvadi and 
participants dressed in co-
lourful traditional attire. The 
celebrations drew enthusias-
tic crowds who lined the 
streets to witness the gran-
deur.

T h e  p r o c e s s i o n  w a s 
flagged off by Mysuru-Ko-
dagu MP and member of the 
Mysore royal family, Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamara-
ja Wadiyar, the great-grand-
son of Nalvadi Krishnaraja 
Wadiyar. Speaking on the 
occasion,  he urged the 
younger generation to emu-
late the values of visionary 
leadership and public ser-
vice exemplified by Nalvadi.

At several venues across 
the city, citizens observed a 
minute's silence and bowed 
before portraits of the mon-
arch, fondly remembered as 
the architect of modern My-
sore. By evening, the iconic 
Mysore Palace was illumi-
nated, adding a majestic 
glow to the celebrations and 
drawing hundreds of visi-
tors.

For many senior citizens, 
the occasion rekindled mem-
ories of a bygone era when 
Mysore was renowned for 

its tree-lined avenues, broad 
roads, meticulously planned 

public spaces and landmark 
utility buildings.

“Nalvadi was decades ahead of his time. The Mysore we 
inherited—with educational institutions, industries and public 
infrastructure—was built on the foundation laid during his reign.”

—R. Narayan Rao (84), Retired Teacher

“In our younger days, Mysore was known as the Garden City of 
South India. The orderly development and civic amenities were the 
result of Nalvadi’s vision.”

—K. Shankar (78), resident of Lakshmipuram

“The celebrations remind us that good governance and 
development are timeless values. Nalvadi’s contributions continue 
to inspire today’s generation.”

—Suma Hegde, software professional

“Learning about Nalvadi’s achievements makes us proud of 
Mysuru’s heritage. His focus on education and progress remains 
relevant even today.”

—Manjunath, college student

As cultural performances, tributes and public participation 
continued throughout the day, Mysuru once again celebrated the 
enduring legacy of the monarch who transformed a princely state 
into a model of development and enlightened governance.

Yaduveer Leads Mysuru’s 
Grand Tribute to Nalvadi

FROM CHAMUNDI HILL TO CITY STREETS

MYSURU

It was a packed and emotion-
ally significant day for My-
suru-Kodagu MP Yaduveer 
Krishnadatta Chamaraja 
Wadiyar as he led several 
commemora t ive  events 
across the city on Thursday 
to mark the 142nd birth anni-
versary of his illustrious 
great-grandfather, Nalvadi 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar, the vi-
sionary ruler who trans-
formed Mysore into a model 
state.

Yaduveer's hectic schedule 
began at the crack of dawn 
with a visit to the sacred 
Chamundi Hill, where he of-
fered special prayers to God-
dess Chamundeshwari, the 
presiding deity of the Mysore 
royal family. The hill temple 
witnessed a traditional royal 
welcome as the chief priest, 
temple Dikshit and Executive 
Officer received him with 
customary honours.

A detailed pooja was per-
formed in the sanctum sanc-
torum seeking the blessings 
of the Goddess. Following 
the rituals, Yaduveer received 
prasada and interacted briefly 
with devotees. Many pil-
grims waiting in queues ea-
gerly captured his arrival and 
departure on their mobile 
phones, turning the occasion 
into a memorable moment.

As part of the birth anni-
versary celebrations, Yadu-
veer sponsored free meals for 
devotees at the temple prem-
ises. Hundreds of pilgrims 
partook in the prasada bhoja-
na organised in memory of 
Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar.

The MP then embarked on 
a whirlwind tour across My-
suru city, visiting numerous 
food distribution centres set 
up by social, cultural and re-

ligious organisations. Thou-
sands of meals were served 
across the city to mark the 
occasion, and Yaduveer made 
it a point to personally inau-
gurate several such initiatives 
despite his packed schedule.

At K.R. Circle, the epicen-
tre of the celebrations, enthu-
siastic crowds greeted him as 
he distributed specially pre-
pared Mysore Pak sponsored 
by Guru Sweets, credited 
with popularising the iconic 
sweet that has become syn-

onymous with the city's culi-
nary heritage.

From offering prayers atop 
Chamundi Hill to mingling 
with citizens on the bustling 
streets below, Yaduveer's day 
reflected both devotion and 
public engagement. As the 
city celebrated the enduring 
legacy of Nalvadi Krishnara-
ja Wadiyar, the royal descen-
dant remained at the heart of 
the festivities, connecting 
Mysuru's glorious past with 
its vibrant present.

“Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar dedicated his life to the welfare of 
the people. This day is an opportunity for all of us to remember his 
vision and renew our commitment to public service.”

—Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar

“It was heartening to see Yaduveer begin the day with prayers to 
Goddess Chamundeshwari. It reflects the deep bond between the 
royal family and Mysuru’s traditions.”

—A devotee at Chamundi Hill

“Despite his busy schedule, Yaduveer visited several food 
distribution centres. People appreciated his effort to personally 
participate in the celebrations.”

—Raghavendra, resident of Nazarbad

“The distribution of Mysore Pak added sweetness to the 
celebrations. The atmosphere was festive and people were 
delighted to receive it from Yaduveer himself.”

—Shobha Rao, A visitor at K.R. Circle

BLOS TO VISIT DOOR-TO-DOOR 
FROM JUNE 30 TO JULY 29: DC 

96% VOTER MAPPING COMPLETED IN MYSURU DISTRICT 

MYSURU

As per the directions of the Elec-
tion Commission of India, the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls is being undertaken 
in the district. So far, 96 per cent 
voter mapping has been completed 
in Mysuru district, said Deputy 
Commissioner Lakshmikanth Red-
dy G.

Addressing a meeting of leaders 
of various political parties at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s Office 
here on Thursday, he said the qual-
ifying date for the SIR exercise 
has been fixed as October 1. Pre-
paratory work, training and print-
ing activities will be carried out 
from June 20 to June 29. Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) will con-
duct door-to-door visits from June 
30 to July 29. Rationalisation of 
polling stations will be undertaken 
on July 29. The draft electoral roll 
will be published on August 5. 
Claims and objections can be filed 
from August 5 to September 4. 
Disposal of claims and objections 
will be taken up from August 5 to 
October 3. The final electoral roll 
will be published on October 7, he 
explained while detailing the 
schedule.

He said BLOs will distribute 
enumeration forms to voters 
during their house visits between 
June 30 and July 29. After voters 
fill up the forms, they will be col-
lected before July 29 and the draft 
electoral roll will be published on 
August 5.

The Deputy Commissioner 
urged the public to furnish accu-
rate information in the enumera-
tion forms, sign them and return 
them to the BLOs. Providing false 
information regarding deceased 
persons, migrated voters or any 
other incorrect details is a punish-
able offence, he warned.

He said the SIR process is being 
conducted transparently to ensure 
that every eligible citizen of India 
is able to exercise the right to vote 
and that no person holds voting 
rights at more than one place. 
Names will be deleted from the 
electoral roll only after due verifi-
cation and scrutiny of the required 
information and documents.

As per the Election Commis-
sion’s guidelines, the 2002 elector-
al roll has been taken as the bench-
mark and compared with the cur-
rent 2025 electoral roll for map-
ping purposes. BLOs have already 
conducted house-to-house verifi-
cation and identified 96 per cent of 
voters in the district, linking them 
with their respective families.

Work in Coordination
Lakshmikanth Reddy said that 

while BLOs will visit households 
from June 30 to July 29, Booth 
Level Agents (BLAs) should coor-
dinate with the public and BLOs to 
ensure that enumeration forms 
reach every household and are 
duly filled and returned. Political 
parties have been asked to appoint 
agents for all booths and furnish 
their details to the election author-
ities.

He said BLOs will visit each 
household at least three times, de-
liver the enumeration forms, ob-
tain confirmation from voters and 
collect signed forms. Members of 
the public should receive, verify 
and compulsorily return the forms 
to the BLOs. Failure to do so 
could result in their names being 
omitted from the electoral roll. He 
appealed to all political parties to 
cooperate in this large-scale exer-
cise.

Eligible Voters to be Included 
Upon Submission of Required 
Documents

The Deputy Commissioner ex-
plained that if the name of the 
head of a family appeared in the 
2002 electoral roll, inclusion of 
newly eligible members of that 
family would become easier. Per-
sons who have married and moved 
into the district or migrated from 
elsewhere may not have family 
linkage if their names do not ap-
pear in the old electoral roll. If 
their names exist in the electoral 
roll of their previous place of resi-
dence, those details can be used 
for inclusion.

For individuals who have not 
been mapped, their names can be 
included in the electoral roll upon 
submission of the prescribed doc-
uments along with the enumera-
tion form as specified by the Elec-
tion Commission, he added.

Additional Deputy Commission-
er R. Aishwarya and leaders of 
various political parties were pres-
ent at the meeting.
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QUICK READ
Progress review of 

heart health 
 screening prog

Apply for  
cinema course

Deadline to submit 
articles extended

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Bangalore Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation 
(BMTC) Chairman VS 
Aaradhya and Director 
Abdul Ahad visited the 
hospital to review the 
progress of the heart 

health screening program 
being conducted by 

BMTC and Jayadeva Insti-
tute of Cardiology and 

Research for officers and 
employees above the age 
of 40. He interacted with 

the employees and 
shared information about 
the importance of health, 

the need for regular 
health check-ups, and a 

healthy lifestyle. Dr B 
Dinesh, Director of 

Jayadeva Institute of Car-
diology and Research, 

held a meeting with Su-
perintendent Dr Prab-

hakar. BMTC officials in-
formed that so far, a total 
of more than 13,500 em-
ployees and officers have 

undergone free heart 
health check-ups.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Samvad Badbu-Center 

for Liverlihoods Learning 
has invited applications 

for a free 6-month course 
on film production. Op-
portunities are provided 

for those interested in cin-
ema, documentaries, web 
series, and YouTube con-
tent creation. Training is 
provided on cinema lan-
guage, screenwriting, di-
rection, editing, graphic 

design, lighting, post-pro-
duction, and marketing. 
Interactions with expert 

technicians are also con-
ducted. Preference will be 
given to those from rural 
and poor backgrounds. 

The course will start from 
June 25, and accommo-
dation is available. Inter-
ested can apply through 
Google form by writing 

their interest in 300 to 500 
words. For details, contact 

99720 89471, 99450 
65060 / massmedia@

samvadabaduku.org, said 
program director Murali 
Mohan Kati in a release.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The deadline for submit-

ting articles for the 
state-level “Theoretical 

Criticism Essay Competi-
tion’ organized by the Cen-

tre for the Study of Poet 
Kanakadasa and Philoso-
phy Writers has been ex-
tended to July 10. People 
between the ages of 18 

and 40 can participate in 
this essay competition. 

The competition content 
and application form are 

available at ttps://kanaka-
dasaresearchcenter.karna-

taka.gov.in/. The an-
nouncement said that 

those interested should 
choose any topic and send 

a review article to the 
Santkavi Kanakadasa and 
Tatvapadakara Study Cen-
tre, Kalagrama, Mallatha-
halli, Bengaluru-560056. 

Contact: 9743545865.

Student escapes rape 
attempt in Whitefield

A student walking from her PG to get tea in Whitefield was allegedly targeted in an 
attempted sexual assault. Her screams alerted nearby residents, forcing the accused to flee. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A student narrowly escaped 
an alleged sexual assault at-
tempt in Whitefield area after 
her cries for help alerted local 
residents, leading to the ac-
cused fleeing the spot. 

The incident took place 
within the jurisdiction of the 
Whitefield Police Station 
during the early hours of 
Thursday.

According to the complaint, 
the young woman had stepped 
out of her PG accommodation 
and was walking on the road 
to have tea when the incident 

occurred. Police said the ac-
cused allegedly noticed the 
woman walking alone and 
attempted to forcefully take 
her away. 

As the man allegedly tried 
to overpower her, the student 
began screaming for help. 
Hearing her cries, people 
from nearby areas rushed to 

the spot. Seeing residents ap-
proaching, the accused fled 
from the scene before he 
could carry out the alleged 
crime.

Following the incident, the 
v ic t im approached  the 
Whitefield Police Station 
and lodged a complaint. 
Based on her statement, po-
lice registered a case and im-
mediately launched a search 
operation to trace the sus-
pect.

During the investigation, 
police identified the accused 
as Saibul, who was reported-
ly working as a roadside 

scrap collector. Investigators 
suspect that he targeted the 
woman after noticing that 
she was alone on the road. 

Police acted swiftly and 
arrested the accused within a 
few hours of the case being 
registered. Whitefield Police 
have taken the suspect into 
custody and are continuing 
their investigation to gather 
further details regarding the 
incident.

Officials said the accused 
has been booked in connec-
tion with the alleged attempt-
ed sexual assault, and further 
inquiry is underway.

Airport metro takes 
shape, first Blue Line 

train set reaches B’luru 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru Metro commuters 
have received a major piece 
of good news with the arriv-
al of the first train set for the 
much-awaited Blue Line 
Metro corridor. The train 
reached Baiyappanahalli De-
pot on Thursday morning, 
marking an important mile-
stone in the progress of one 
of the city's biggest transport 
infrastructure projects.

The Blue Line is being de-
veloped to connect Silk 
Board Junction with Kempe-
gowda International Airport, 
offering a direct and effi-
cient public transport option 
for lakhs of commuters trav-
elling across Bengaluru. 

The corridor is expected 
to significantly improve 
connectivity between the 
city's southern and eastern 
regions and the airport.

The newly arrived train is 
the first of several train sets 
being manufactured for the 
Blue Line project. Bengalu-
ru-based BEML has been 
entrusted with supplying the 
trains required for opera-
tions on the corridor. 

The Blue Line is one of 
the largest Metro projects 
currently under development 
in Bengaluru. Once complet-
ed, the corridor will stretch 
for a total length of 58.19 
kilometres, making it a key 
component of the city's ex-
panding Metro network.

As construction and sys-
tem integration work contin-
ue, Bengaluru Metro Rail 
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) is preparing to open the 
first phase of the project lat-
er this year. The initial sec-
tion between Silk Board and 
KR Puram is targeted for 
commissioning in Decem-
ber.

The first phase alone cov-
ers a distance of 19.75 kilo-

metres and is expected to 
provide much-needed relief 
to commuters travelling 
through some of Bengaluru's 
busiest traffic corridors. The 
route is anticipated to im-
prove connectivity to major 
residential, commercial and 
IT hubs along the stretch.

The arrival of the first 
train set is being viewed as a 
significant step towards the 
operational launch of the 
corridor. It signals that the 
project is moving closer to 
the testing and commission-
ing stages ahead of passen-
ger services. For Bengaluru 
residents who have been ea-
gerly awaiting Metro con-
nectivity to the airport, the 
development offers fresh 
optimism. Once fully opera-
tional, the Blue Line is ex-
pected to reduce travel time, 
ease road congestion and 
provide a faster and more 
reliable transport option for 
daily commuters and air 
travellers alike.With the first 
train now at Byappanahalli 
Depot and preparations un-
derway for the opening of 
the Silk Board-KR Puram 
section, the Blue Line proj-
ect has entered a crucial 
phase in its journey towards 
becoming one of Bengalu-
ru's most important Metro 
corridors. 

The line will connect Silk 
Board and Kempegowda 

International Airport, 
with the first phase 

targeted for opening this 
December.

‘Students can face future challenges
with the help of infra innovation’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

RV College of Engineering 
Principal Dr KN Subrahman-
ya said that students can face 
their future challenges with 
the help of infrastructure in-
novation by using digital in-
frastructure technologies at a 
global level.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Infrastructure In-
novation Center in collabora-
tion with RV College of Engi-
neering and Bentley Systems 
India on the Mysore-Bengaluru 
Main Road, he said that stu-
dents should acquire the need 
for skill development, indus-
try collaboration and experi-
ential learning to face the 
challenges in the infrastruc-
ture sector of the future.

Harsha Nagpal, Director, 

Education and Sustainabili-
ty, Bentley Systems Asia 
Division, said that Bentley 
Education programs have 
made more than 65 software 
applications, learning re-
sources and professional 
opportunities available to 
students and faculty, stu-
dents should take advantage 
of this and work for the de-
velopment of the country.

Speaking at the event, 
Bentley Systems South Asia 

Regional Manager Kamal 
Kannan said that in the era 
of technology, Bentley Sys-
tems has been providing 
global contributions to the 
digital infrastructure that is 
supporting the academic 
progress of civil engineering 
students. Engineering Solu-
tions Director MSV Rao, 
Vice Principal Dr KS Geetha, 
Head of Civil Engineering 
Department Dr Anjaneyappa 
and others were present.

Disruption of 
train services

BENGALURU

Train services between Canton-
ment and Whitefield have been 
cancelled, partially cancelled, 
and rerouted due to the quadri-
lateral project and Whitefield 
Yard renovation work.

Bangalore-Bangarpet-Ban-
galore train, Bangalore-Ban-
galore-Bangarpet, Banga-
lore-SMVT-Bangarpet, Ban-
galore-Whitefield-Bangarpet, 
Whitefield-Marifield-White-
field, Bangalore-Whitefield- 
Bangalore, Banasawadi- Kup-
p a m - B a n a s w a d i ,  K u p -
pam-Bengalore- Kuppam, KR 
Pura- Kuppam-KR Pura, 
Marikuppam-KR Pura-Mari-
kupam, Bangalore-Marikuru, 
Bangalore-Jolarpettai-Banga-
lore,  Kuppam-Bangara-
pete-Kuppam Memu trains 
have been temporarily can-
celled.

Continue purchasing books for 
libraries: H Vishwanath

BENGALURU

Legislative Council mem-
ber H Vishwanath has ap-
pealed to the state govern-
ment, saying that the process 
of purchasing books in the 
five zonal libraries of Benga-
luru city should continue as 
before. 

He has written a letter to 
the Chief Secretary to the 
Government, Additional 
Chief Secretary, School Edu-
cation and Literacy Depart-
ment regarding this.

While the scope of Bengal-
uru city has been expanded to 
369 wards, it is essential to 
continue the system of pur-
chasing at least 100 copies of 

selected books for libraries as 
in the past. Various projects 
including Eka Gawakshi have 
already been stopped. In addi-
tion, in many districts, the 
purchase of books is being 
reduced on the pretext of 
grants. This is dealing a seri-
ous blow to the Kannada 
book industry, he said.

In Kannada, which has won 
eight Jnanpith awards, writers 
and publishers are struggling to 
sell 400-500 copies of their 
books. How can they build 
their literary and publishing 
lives in such a situation? This is 
not just a problem for writers or 
publishers, but a question of the 
future of Kannada literature, he 
said.Karnataka, which once had 
the best public library system in 
the country, is losing its glory 
today due to apathy and admin-
istrative negligence in book 
purchasing. The city of Banga-
lore collects the highest library 
tax, and it is only fair to contin-
ue the system of purchasing at 
least 100 copies as it was in the 
past, he said.

Real estate agent threatened, 
extorted Rs 1.5 cr

BENGALURU
 

A case has been registered at 
Amruthahalli police station 
against a couple who alleged-
ly threatened a real estate 
agent and extorted Rs 1.50 
crore and 500 grams of gold 
jewellery, and the police have 
started an investigation. 

Police said that a case has 
been registered against 
Soumya and Ambareesh un-
der the Information Technol-
ogy Act and the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) based on a com-
plaint filed by AS Raviraj, a 
real estate agent and resident 
of Kempapura. Hebbal, and 
an investigation is underway.

The complainant Raviraj 
was married 18 years ago. 
The couple has a son. In the 
meantime. he was living sep-
arately from his wife and son 
due to family reasons. In the 
meantime, he met Soumya 
eight years ago through a so-
cial networking site, and later 
the two fell in love and lived 
together. At this time. Soumya 
had said that she was already 
married and had filed for di-

vorce from her husband. He 
had also assured her that 'we 
will get married after getting 
divorced'. Based on the com-
plaint filed by Raviraj, he 
had signed the rental agree-
ment as his wife even when 
he rented the fiat.

Extortion by threat: Mean-
while, there was a fight be-
tween the two over financial 
matters. I used to give money 
whenever Soumya asked. Ra-
viraj mentioned in the com-
plaint that he had received 
about RS 1.50 crore and 500 
grams of gold ornaments till 
May 2026.

Soumya had concealed the 
fact that she was married to 
Ambareesh. When ques-
tioned about it, she threat-
ened, saying. That is my per-
sonal matter. Also, Amba-
reesh also called and threat-
ened her life. The couple 
who called on May 26 said 
that they have obscene vid-
eos and photos. They threat-
ened to post them on social 
media and demanded more 
money, Raviraj explained in 
the complaint.

Disruption of 
train services

BENGALURU

Train services between 
Cantonment and Whitefield 
have been cancelled, partially 
cancelled, and rerouted due to 
the quadrilateral project and 
Whitefield Yard renovation 
work.

Bangalore-Bangarpet-Ban-
galore train, Bangalore-Ban-
galore-Bangarpet, Banga-
lore-SMVT-Bangarpet, Ban-
galore-Whitefield-Bangarpet, 
Whitefield-Marifield-White-
field, Bangalore-Whitefield- 
Bangalore, Banasawadi- Kup-
p a m - B a n a s w a d i ,  K u p -
pam-Bengalore- Kuppam, KR 
Pura- Kuppam-KR Pura, 
Marikuppam-KR Pura-Mari-
kupam, Bangalore-Marikuru, 
Bangalore-Jolarpettai-Banga-
lore,  Kuppam-Bangara-
pete-Kuppam Memu trains 
have been temporarily can-
celled.

BTP go undercover to catch 
errant auto drivers 

BENGALURU

Bengaluru Traffic Police 
(BTP) have stepped up their 
crackdown on auto-rickshaw 
drivers accused of overcharg-
ing passengers, refusing rides 
and violating fare regulations. 

In an effort to curb com-
plaints from commuters, traf-
fic personnel are now con-
ducting surprise checks by 
travelling in disguise as regu-
lar passengers and identifying 
drivers who break the rules.

The intensified enforcement 
drive comes amid growing 
complaints from residents and 
visitors who allege that sever-
al auto drivers either refuse to 
travel to requested destina-
tions or demand fares signifi-
cantly higher than the meter 
rate.

According to traffic police 
data, more than 3,000 cases 
have been registered against 
auto-rickshaw drivers across 
the city during the last three 
months. The cases include vi-
olations related to excessive 
fare demands and refusal to 
provide service to passengers. 

Of the total cases booked, 

1,354 were registered against 
drivers accused of demanding 
additional fares beyond the 
prescribed rate. Another 1,634 
cases were filed against auto 
drivers who allegedly refused 
to take passengers to their re-
quested destinations.

Officials say complaints 
have increased in recent 
months, with many commut-
ers reporting difficulties in 
securing auto-rickshaw rides. 
One of the most common al-
legations is that drivers de-
cline trips based on destina-
tion or insist on charging 
higher fares before agreeing 
to provide service.

Authorities have also noted 
concerns involving passen-
gers from other states who are 
unfamiliar with the local lan-
guage. According to com-
plaints received by the police, 
some auto drivers allegedly 
demand double the regular 
fare from such passengers, 
taking advantage of their lack 
of familiarity with local rates 
and routes.

To address these issues, 
Bengaluru Traffic Police have 
adopted a more proactive ap-

proach. Whenever complaints 
are received, officials verify the 
allegations and initiate action 
against drivers found violating 
the rules. Penalties and cases 
are being imposed as part of the 
ongoing enforcement cam-
paign. 

Another issue under the 
scanner is the practice of de-
manding one-and-a-half or 
double fares during evening 
hours. Police point out that 
some drivers begin asking for 
additional charges as early as 8 
pm. However, under existing 
regulations, such fare provi-
sions are applicable only from 
10 pm onwards.

Officials say the special drive 
will continue in the coming 
weeks, with a focus on ensur-
ing fair treatment of passengers 
and improving commuter con-
fidence in the city's auto-rick-
shaw services.With thousands 
of cases already registered, the 
message from the traffic police 
is clear: drivers who over-
charge passengers, refuse rides 
or violate fare rules will contin-
ue to face strict action as en-
forcement teams intensify mon-
itoring across Bengaluru.

Engineering admission: 1.59 lakh seats available
BENGALURU

1,59,151 seats are available 
for admission to engineering 
and architecture courses in the 
state for the year 2026-27 ac-
ademic year. 

The Department of Techni-
cal Education has released the 
draft list of total seats avail-
able in 227 engineering col-
leges, including 10 new engi-
neering colleges for the cur-
rent academic year. These in-
clude 75,041 seats under the 
Karnataka Examinations Au-
thority (KEA) government 
quota, 32.769 seats under the 
COMED-K quota and 51,294 
seats under the Board of Man-
agement quota.

This time, there is an in-
crease of 5.235 seats com-

pared to the last academic 
year. In 2025-26. a total of 
1,53,916 seats were available 
in 217 colleges, including 
72,506 seats under the govern-
ment quota. According to the 
draft availability list, there is 
an increase of 500 seats in 
government colleges, 2,580 
seats in private universities, 
1,695 seats in private colleges 
and 60 seats in deemed univer-
sities.

The KEA said that some 
colleges, private universities 
and seats in some courses have 
not been included in the pub-
lished list as per the guidelines 
issued by the Higher Educa-
tion Department based on the 
recommendations of the Sada-
gopan Committee. The com-
mittee had expressed concern 

over the over-expansion of 
seats in Computer Science and 
related courses.The govern-
ment has allowed only a max-
imum admission capacity of 
60 seats for new colleges. 
However, some colleges have 
been approved for more than 
60 seats. Hence, the additional 
seats have not been consid-
ered. Such institutions will be 
allowed to add additional seats 
after submitting a certificate 
from the National Board of 
Accreditation (NBA). Even if 
the admission capacity in any 
course is more than 180 and 
the All India Council for Tech-
nical Education has approved 
the increase in seats, such 
seats will not be considered 
until the NBA certificate is 
submitted, the KEA said.

Police husband-wife 
case: 9 constables 

transferred 
BENGALURU

The State Police Department 
has issued orders transferring 9 
Armed Reserve Force consta-
bles to inter-districts in a hus-
band-wife case.

After reviewing the applica-
tions submitted on the official 
portal created by the department 
for inter-district or unit trans-
fers, 9 Armed Reserve Force 
constables who had worked in 
the same job in Bengaluru or 
other districts for more than 7 
years have been transferred un-
der the husband-wife case, sub-
ject to the condition of giving 
up seniority (promotion) at their 
own request.
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MLA hails Mangaluru woman joining Indian Navy
MANGALURU

Mangaluru MLA D. Vedavyasa 
Kamath visited the residence 
of Nishel Flora D’Almeida in 
Kulshekhar Konguru to per-
sonally congratulate her on her 
selection as a Sub Lieutenant 
in the Indian Navy. The visit 
was marked by appreciation 
for her achievement and recog-
nition of her contribution to 
bringing pride to the region.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the MLA said that Nishel’s 
success has brought immense 
pride and joy to the entire Tulu 
Nadu region. He described her 

achievement as a significant 
milestone that reflects dedica-
tion, discipline, and commit-
ment to serving the nation 
through the armed forces.

He added that such accom-
plishments serve as a strong 
source of inspiration for the 
youth, encouraging them to 
pursue careers in the defence 

services and other national in-
stitutions. According to him, 
young achievers like Nishel 
play an important role in moti-
vating others to aim high and 
contribute to nation-building.

The MLA also noted that the 
warm reception extended by 
local residents highlights the 
deep respect people hold for 
the Indian Armed Forces. He 
said that joining the Navy is 
not only a personal achieve-
ment but also a matter of pride 
for the entire community.

During the interaction, Ka-
math conveyed his heartfelt 
wishes to Nishel for a success-

ful and rewarding career in the 
Indian Navy. He expressed 
confidence that she would re-
ceive many opportunities to 
serve the country with distinc-
tion and bring further honour 
to her family and region.

L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a n d 
well-wishers also appreciated 
her achievement, stating that 
her success would encourage 
more young women to consid-
er careers in defence services. 
The occasion was seen as a 
moment of collective pride for 
the Kulshekhar Konguru local-
ity and the broader Mangaluru 
region.

YOUTH DEFENCE INSPIRATION

QUICK READ

Villagers and 
firefighters rescue man 

trapped in well safely

Minority welfare 
invites post-matric 
hostel admissions 

Yelaburga opens  
micro loan scheme  

for vendors

CH NEWS, Mangaluru
A man named Navin Ku-

mar was rescued after 
falling into a 40-foot-

deep well in Nivasi near 
Moodarangady in Dakshi-
na Kannada district. The 

incident occurred while he 
was carrying out repair 

work at his house and re-
portedly lost balance, 

plunging into the well. He 
managed to stay afloat by 
holding onto a pipe, which 

helped him survive until 
rescue teams arrived. Fire 
and Emergency Services 
personnel, assisted by lo-
cal villagers, launched a 

rope-based rescue opera-
tion and safely brought 
him to the surface. He 

was later shifted to a hos-
pital for treatment. Au-
thorities have advised 

caution near open wells.

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
Minority Welfare Depart-
ment has invited applica-
tions for new admission 
to post-matric boys and 

girls hostels in the district. 
Applications are open un-

til June 30 for students 
studying PUC, Diploma 
and ITI courses. Eligible 

candidates from minority 
communities including 

Muslims, Christians, Jains, 
Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsis 
along with Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and other backward 

classes can apply. Stu-
dents must submit forms 
online through State Hos-

tel Software portal. For 
help they may contact 

Taluk Extension Extension 
hostels district minority 

information centres. Offi-
cials said this facility aims 
to support education and 
safe accommodation for 

students in need.

CH NEWS,  Koppal
Yelaburga Town 

Panchayat has invited 
applications under PM 
SVANidhi Lok Kalyan 

Mela to support street 
vendors with micro loans 

from banks. Under the 
scheme, street vendors 

can access small loans of 
15 thousand, 25 thou-

sand and 50 thousand 
rupees through the Ur-

ban Local Body and part-
ner banks. Lok Kalyan 

Mela will run from June 1 
to June 30 to process ap-
plications for street ven-
dor benefits across Yela-
burga town. Eligible ven-
dors can apply at Yela-
burga Town Panchayat 
office and contact De 
Nalm officials during 

working hours for guid-
ance and approval infor-

mation.

BENGALURU

District officials in Bengaluru 
said preparations have been 
completed for the Special In-
tensive Revision of electoral 
rolls under the Greater Benga-
luru Authority. Chief Commis-
sioner Maheshwar Rao said 72 
percent of mapping work has 
been completed across the city 
and instructions have been giv-
en to finish remaining work 
quickly. Booth Level Officers 
will conduct door to door visits 
and collect information using 
prescribed forms with full co-
operation requested from citi-
zens.

The Election Commission is 
conducting the revision to en-
sure eligible voters are includ-
ed and ineligible names are 

removed from rolls according 
to guidelines. As part of the 
process the electoral roll will 
be frozen on 16 June 2026 and 
forms 6 6A 7 and 8 will be 
cleared within time while po-
litical parties can submit forms 
as per Election Commission 
rules before draft publication.

The SIR schedule includes 
preparation and training from 
20 June 2026 to 29 June 2026 
house to house survey from 30 
June to 29 July rationalisation 

of polling stations on 29 July 
draft roll publication on 5 Au-
gust claims period till 4 Sep-
tember hearing till 3 October 
and final roll on 7 October. 
Officials said awareness pro-
grammes SVEEP activities and 
IEC campaigns will  be 
launched across Bengaluru 
through corporations and pub-
lic announcement systems to 
educate citizens about the revi-
sion exercise. Authorities ap-
pealed to citizens to cooperate 
fully so that every eligible vot-
er is included and errors in the 
electoral roll are avoided en-
suring transparency and fair-
ness in elections across the 
city. 

Special Commissioner Elec-
tion Division Sushama God-
bole Additional District Elec-

tion Officer Jagadish and As-
sistant Commissioner M Srini-
vas were present along with 
other officials and supported 
the briefing on voter roll revi-
sion process ensuring coordi-
nation between departments 
and election authorities for 
smooth implementation of the 
programme in Bengaluru ur-
ban areas as part of the Elec-
tion Commission directed ex-
ercise aimed at maintaining 
accurate electoral rolls and 
strengthening democratic par-
ticipation through proper veri-
fication mapping and citizen 
cooperation across all wards in 
the Greater Bengaluru Author-
ity limits ensuring free fair 
transparent and updated voter 
list system across the city ar-
eas.

Citizens urged to cooperate 
during voter revision drive

SIR schedule runs June–October 2026 with surveys, revisions and roll publication; 
Bengaluru conducts awareness campaigns ensuring accurate voter lists

MADIKERI

The Codava National Council 
(CNC) held a peaceful 
Sathyagraha, at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office prem-
ises in Madikeri, Kodagu dis-
trict, before submitting a de-
tailed memorandum through 
the Deputy Commissioner 
and District Magistrate.

The memorandum was ad-
dressed to five key constitu-
tional and administrative au-
thorities, including the Union 
Minister for Home Affairs, 
the Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner, the 
Chief Election Commissioner, 
the Chief Electoral Officer of 
Karnataka, and the Chairman 
of the High Level Committee 
on Demographic Change.

CNC representatives stated 
that the document raises con-
cerns regarding the protection 
of Codava indigenous identity 
and calls for corrective ad-
ministrative measures in offi-
cial records. A major focus of 
the memorandum is the de-
mand for an electoral roll 
cleanup to ensure accuracy 
and prevent discrepancies in 
voter data.

The group also urged prop-
er recognition of the Codava 
community in upcoming cen-

sus exercises, emphasizing 
the need for accurate demo-
graphic classification and 
preservation of cultural iden-
tity. Leaders said such mea-
sures are essential to safe-
guard constitutional rights 
and ensure fair representation.

The memorandum reported-
ly outlines four core demands 
aimed at strengthening identi-
ty safeguards, improving ad-
ministrative transparency, and 
ensuring that official data sys-
tems correctly reflect the 
community’s status. The CNC 
stressed that their approach 
remains peaceful, democratic, 
and within constitutional 
frameworks.

The Sathyagraha concluded 
with the submission of the 
memorandum, with partici-
pants reiterating their appeal 
to authorities for immediate 
attention to their concerns.

Codava leaders submit 
memorandum after 

Sathyagraha
Codava leaders seek 

electoral roll correction 
and census recognition 
to safeguard indigenous 

identity, ensuring 
accurate demographic 

records, fair 
representation, and 

protection of  
constitutional rights

RAMANAGARA

Former MLA and District 
Guarantee Implementation 
Committee President K Raju 
said that protecting the envi-
ronment is a shared duty for all 
people and not just a one day 
activity during World Environ-
ment Day celebrations at the 
city transport agency division-
al office in Ramanagara on 
Thursday.

He said people must feel 
thankful for nature because ev-
erything comes from it, but 
human greed is causing rising 
air, water and land pollution 
and urgent solutions are need-
ed before the damage grows 
worse and affects human life in 
future generations. Raju added 
that Environment Day should 
not remain only as speeches 
but should create awareness in 

everyone and people are cut-
ting trees for selfish needs 
which may lead to serious di-
sasters if not controlled and he 
urged citizens to plant at least 
one tree every year like the ex-
ample set by Thimmakka.

Divisional Controller Puru-
shottam said planting more 
trees helps provide clean air 
and urban growth has reduced 
air quality due to environmen-
tal imbalance and he appealed 
to everyone to take responsi-
bility for protecting nature 
through tree plantation.

On the occasion officials in-

cluding Taluk Guarantee Im-
plementation Committee Pres-
ident V H Raju Labor Welfare 
Officer Somashekar and trans-
port department staff partici-
pated and K Raju also laun 
ched a bus air pollution inspec-
tion drive aimed at reducing 
environmental pollution.

Divisional Traffic Officer 
Srinivas Divisional Technical 
Architect Muthuraj and Divi-
sional Administrative Officer A 
E Jayaram were present along 
with other staff and they  
emphasized coordinated efforts 
for environmental protection 
and urged citizens to support 
tree plantation and pollution 
control measures for a healthi-
er future. The programme con-
cluded with awareness activi-
ties and commitment to protect 
environment for future genera-
tions.

Raju said Environment Day must go beyond speeches, urging tree 
planting and warning that deforestation can cause disasters

Environmental protection is 
everyone’s shared responsibility

MANGALURU

Mangaluru City Corporation 
(MCC) organized a major 
cleaning drive at Bengre wa-
terfront in Mangaluru, bring-
ing together multiple partner 
organisations as part of the 
wider #CleanMangaluru cam-
paign aimed at protecting 
coastal ecosystems and im-
proving public hygiene along 
waterbodies.

The initiative received sup-
port from the SBI Foundation, 
Hasiru Dala, NSS unit of St 
Agnes College, Mahajana 
Sabha Bengre (R), and Oceans 
and Waterbodies. Volunteers, 
including students and com-
munity members, actively par-
ticipated in the shoreline 
cleanup effort.

The drive focused on re-
moving accumulated plastic 
waste, discarded fishing mate-
rials, ropes, and other debris 
from the Bengre shoreline, 
boat jetty area, and surround-
ing water edges in the coastal 
settlement. Participants 

worked in coordinated groups, 
collecting waste into bags and 
clearing heavily littered zones 
along the waterfront.

Visuals from the event 
showed uniformed students 
and volunteers working to-
gether throughout the cleanup, 
demonstrating strong commu-
nity involvement in environ-
mental protection efforts. Or-
ganisers noted that sustained 
waste accumulation in coastal 
areas poses risks to marine life 
and local livelihoods, particu-
larly in fishing communities.

The collected waste was lat-
er gathered and transported in 
a truck as part of proper dis-
posal arrangements. The 
cleanup concluded with volun-
teers assembling together, 
marking the completion of the 
drive and highlighting collec-
tive commitment to maintain-
ing cleaner surroundings.

Officials and organisers de-
scribed the initiative as a suc-
cessful example of public par-
ticipation in environmental 
conservation.

CHITRADURGA

District Commissioner T Ven-
katesh has ordered an inquiry 
into illegal crop insurance pay-
ments made in Hirehalli vil-
lage of Talaku hobli in Chal-
lakere taluk during the 2025-
26 monsoon season.

He directed officials to in-
vestigate after reports that in-
surance companies released 
payments without mandatory 
joint inspection by Revenue, 
Agriculture and Horticulture 
departments.

According to the district ad-
ministration Rs 44 51 655 was 
paid to 77 farmers without 
proper survey, leading to pro-
tests and road blockades by 
angry farmers. In a review 
meeting at the district office, 
insurance representatives failed 
to give proper justification for 
the payments and could not 
explain the basis of approval.

The inquiry found that 59 
farmers received payment for 

registered crops, five cases had 
no crop on land, eleven cases 
showed mismatch of crop de-
tails, and two cases involved 
excess land area claims, offi-
cials said.

Farmers had earlier protest-
ed and blocked roads in Hire-
halli village demanding action, 
after which the district admin-
istration called a high level 
meeting with officials and 
company representatives.

Officials present included 
agriculture and horticulture of-
ficers, census officials and oth-
er district staff who participat-
ed in the investigation process.

The district commissioner 
said strict action will be taken 
against those responsible if vi-
olations are confirmed and re-
covery of wrongly paid insur-
ance amounts will also be ex-
amined under rules to protect 
public money and ensure trans-
parency in crop insurance 
schemes across the district. P 
Venkatesh also instructed po-

lice and revenue officers to 
gather complete details from 
insurance representatives re-
garding approval procedures 
and documentation used in the 
disputed payments. 

Officials said the joint sur-
vey system involving Revenue 
Agriculture and Horticulture 
departments is mandatory to 
verify crop loss before any in-
surance payout and its viola-
tion has triggered concern 
among farmers and administra-
tion. They added that aware-
ness will be increased among 
farmers about proper proce-
dures and documentation so 
that future claims are pro-
cessed fairly and without dis-
putes ensuring accountability 
at every stage of the crop in-
surance process in the district. 
The administration assured 
continued monitoring and 
urged farmers to report irregu-
larities immediately through 
helpline services to prevent 
such issues in future.

BYNDOOR

BJP MLA Gururaj Gantihole 
carried out multiple bhoomi 
puja ceremonies to officially 
launch road development 
works across several villages 
in the Byndoor assembly 
constituency of coastal Kar-
nataka. The initiatives aim to 
strengthen rural connectivity 
and improve transportation 
infrastructure for local resi-
dents.

The programme began in 
Paduvaru village, where the 
MLA performed the tradi-
tional ritual to mark the start 
of road improvement works 
on the stretch leading to-
wards Virupakshi. The proj-
ect has been sanctioned un-
der a ₹25 lakh government 
grant. Later, in Nadu village, 
he conducted another 
bhoomi puja at the Padu-
kone Mahavishnu Temple 
premises for the road con-
necting to Attikona. This 
development work is sup-
ported by a ₹20 lakh alloca-
tion aimed at upgrading key 
village routes. In Jadkal vil-
lage, two separate founda-
tion ceremonies were held 
on the same day. The first 
was for road development 
near the Marlakaan Sri Brah 
mayakshi Temple along the 
Hulipare –Vandedde stretch, 
funded with ₹5 lakh. The 
second focused on the Kanki 
Haskal Pare road, which has 
also been sanctioned ₹5 lakh 
for improvement works.

These coordinated infra-
structure launches reflect 
ongoing efforts to enhance 
rural road connectivity in the 
constituency. The projects 
are expected to improve ac-
cess to local temples, villag-
es, and nearby transport 
routes, benefiting daily com-
muters, farmers, and small 
businesses. 

Local residents attended 
the ceremonies and wel-
comed the development 
works, noting that better 
roads would reduce travel 
time and improve access 
during monsoon seasons. 

MAGADI

The Akshara Abhyas ceremony 
at Sri Vasavi Vidyapeeth School 
in Magadi was held with great 
devotion and excitement for 
newly admitted children. BEO 
Rajegowda said Akshara 
Abhyas is both a cultural and 
educational foundation that 
builds strong values and future 
discipline in children. He said 
children should learn morals at 
home because they spend more 
time at home than at school and 
culture is important today.

Prashupala Vasanthakumar 
said learning letters is a sacred 
moment and education holds a 
special place in Indian tradition 
and values. He praised the 
school for giving both academ-
ic knowledge and moral educa-
tion to students.

Chairman B N Raju said the 
school focuses on quality edu-
cation and hopes students be-
come responsible citizens in 
society. The event included 
Saraswati and Ganesha puja 
along with homa havana per-
formed in the school premises 

with devotion.
Children wrote Om and Aa 

Ee on rice plates marking their 
first step into learning while 
parents watched emotionally. 
Teachers welcomed students 
with sweets and educational 
materials encouraging them 
with care and affection. Many 
parents and school staff attend-
ed the programme and wit-
nessed the traditional initiation 
ceremony with joy.

School secretary Suresh 
Babu board members and 
teaching staff including Natara-
ju Rajat Jeevan SP Nagesh and 
others were present along with 
parents and local residents who 
appreciated the programme and 
said such initiatives help chil-
dren develop strong values dis-
cipline and confidence from the 
beginning and the school man-
agement thanked everyone for 
their participation and support 
and said it will continue to or-
ganise similar cultural and edu-
cational events in future to 
strengthen learning environ-
ment and moral education for 
students in the region.

Byndoor MLA 
launches road 

works with 
bhoomi puja

MCC leads Bengre 
waterfront cleanup drive

Akshara Abhyas ceremony held 
with devotion and excitement

DC ordered inquiry over illegal 
crop insurance paymentz CHCH
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Shahapur MLA inspects drain work, warns encroachers
SHAHAPUR

MLA Sharanabasappa Dod-
dapur inspected ongoing drain-
age construction works from 
Mochigadda to Basaveshwara 
Circle in the town and issued a 
strong warning against road 
encroachment and improper 
waste disposal by local traders.

During the inspection, the 
MLA observed that garbage 
and construction debris being 
dumped into drains had led to 
blockages, causing rainwater to 
overflow and enter nearby 
commercial shops even during 
light showers. He stressed that 

such negligence was worsen-
ing urban flooding and sanita-
tion issues in the area.

Addressing shop owners and 
traders, the MLA urged them 
to maintain cleanliness and 
avoid dumping waste on roads 
and drainage channels. He 
warned that strict action would 

be taken against those respon-
sible for obstructing public in-
frastructure and contributing to 
civic problems.

The drainage project, being 
executed under the municipal 
IDSMT grant, is estimated to 
cost ₹1.5 crore. Officials in-
formed that the work is aimed 

at improving stormwater flow 
and preventing waterlogging in 
key commercial stretches of 
Shahapur town. However, be-
fore the completion of the proj-
ect, unauthorized dumping in 
the drainage lines has already 
created obstacles to smooth wa 
ter flow. To address the issue, 
an additional ₹65 lakh has bee 
n sanctioned for further impro 
vements and corrective mea-
sures. The MLA emphasized 
that the project is intended to 
provide a long-term solution to 
recurring flooding issues in the 
locality. He also instructed mu-
nicipal authorities to monitor 

the area regularly and ensure 
that no encroachments or waste 
dumping occur in the future.

Local leaders, including mu-
nicipal officials and Congress 
party functionaries, accompa-
nied the MLA during the in-
spection. They discussed the 
progress of the project and pos-
sible measures to prevent simi-
lar problems in other parts of 
the town. Residents and traders 
were also advised to cooperate 
with the civic body to maintain 
cleanliness and ensure the suc-
cess of the drainage improveme 
nt works aimed at improving ur 
ban infrastructure in Shahapur.

ANTI ENCROACHMENT ACTION

QUICK READ

Justice Hanchate urges 
five lakh saplings drive

Wild elephant dies after 
getting stuck in mud

CH NEWS,  
Chikkaballapur

High Court Justice Han-
chate Sanjeev Kumar 

chaired a meeting at the 
District Court in Chikka-

ballapur regarding a plan 
to plant five lakh saplings 

across the district. He 
said the initiative will im-
prove greenery, ground-

water levels and environ-
mental balance in the re-
gion and appealed to in-

dustries, banks, voluntary 
groups, social workers 

and organisations to co-
operate and participate 

actively in the plantation 
drive District Principal 

and Sessions Judge T P 
Ramalingegowda State 
Legal Services Authority 
Member Secretary Shas 
hidhar Shetty District Le-

gal Services Authority 
Member Secretary B 

Shilpa District judges and 
Advocates Association 
President K V Abhilash 
attended the meeting.

CH NEWS,  Madikeri
Wild elephant died at 7th 
Hoskote near Suntikoppa 
in Madikeri after getting 
stuck in mud. It is sus-

pected that the 25-year-
old elephant died of suf-

focation after it got 
trapped in mud during the 

night and could not es-
cape. Forest officials visit-
ed the spot on Thursday 
and inspected the area 

after the incident was re-
ported. Forest Depart-
ment doctor Dr Mujeeb 

conducted the post-mor-
tem and the last rites 

were performed at the 
site. ACF Naveen Kumar, 
Kushalnagar Zone RFO 
Rakshit and other staff 

also visited the location. 
They confirmed details 

and completed inspection 
of the case site.

KALABURAGI

An FIR has been registered 
against former BJP MLA 
Dattatraya Patil Revoor in 
Kalaburagi over allegations 
of making a communal and 
inflammatory speech during 
a recent party protest, police 
confirmed.

The case was booked at 
Station Bazaar Police Station 
based on a complaint filed by 
Congress leader Azhar Hus-
sain. The complaint alleges 
that the former MLA deliv-
ered a provocative speech 
during a BJP protest held in 
front of the Deputy Commis-

sioner’s office.
The protest was organised 

against the withdrawal of 
cases related to the Aland ri-
ots. During the event, held in 
the presence of Karnataka 

BJP President B. Y. Vijay-
endra, the former MLA al-
legedly made remarks claim-
ing that certain political lead-
ers and the state government 
were attempting to turn Kala-

buragi into a “Chhota Paki-
stan.”

He also reportedly referred 
to former minister Qamarul 
Islam and reiterated similar 
claims about previous and cur-
rent political leadership, which 
triggered controversy. Videos 
of the speech quickly went vi-
ral on social media, drawing 
sharp political reactions and 
criticism from opposition lead-
ers.

Following the complaint, 
police registered a case on 
Wednesday evening under 
Sections 353(1)(2) and 196 of 
t h e  B h a r a t i y a  N y a y a  
Sanhita (BNS), according to 

official sources. Authorities 
stated that further investigation 
is underway to verify the state-
ments and examine the cir-
cumstances under which the 
speech was made.

Police have not yet an-
nounced any arrests in connec-
tion with the case. Meanwhile, 
political tensions in the region 
have escalated, with leaders 
from different parties exchang-
ing accusations over the inci-
dent.

Officials said the investiga-
tion will consider video evi-
dence, witness statements, and 
the context of the protest be-
fore taking further legal steps.

FIR against ex BJP MLA over speech
A protest against withdrawal of Aland riot cases saw allegations calling Kalaburagi “Chhota Pakistan”

RAICHUR

Raghavendra Kushtagi conve-
ner of Kalyan Karnataka Re-
gion Development Struggle 
Committee demanded more 
ministerial representation for 
the Kalyan Karnataka region 
in the state cabinet. He said in 
Raichur that as per Nan-
jundappa report 25 percent 
posts should go to this region 
and demanded 8 ministerial 
posts.

He added that only few min-
isters from Kalaburagi and 
Bidar are included and other 
districts like Raichur Yadgir 
Koppal and Ballari should also 
get representation. He said ear-
lier governments gave repre-
sentation and now injustice 
should not continue and 25 
percent seats in boards corpo-
rations and awards should be 
reserved. He also demanded 
separate recruitment authority 
for teachers and health staff 

under Kalyan Karnataka De-
velopment Board due to large 
vacancies in education and 
health departments. He warned 
that if government ignores de-
mands public protests will in-
tensify across seven districts 
and development funds must 
be used properly.

Dr Sharada Hulinayak said 
women representation is miss-
ing in cabinet and demanded 
correction while others attend-
ed the press meet. Leaders 
from Raichur and surrounding 
districts supported the demand 
and said regional development 
has been slow despite repeated 
assurances from the govern-
ment. They urged Chief Min-
ister and Deputy Chief Minis-

ter to ensure fair ministerial 
distribution and strengthen 
Kalyan Karnataka Develop-
ment Board activities. They 
also said that vacancies in ed-
ucation and health must be 
filled quickly to improve basic 
services in rural areas.

Speakers warned that con-
tinued neglect may lead to pro-
tests across the region if de-
mands are not considered 
soon. Representatives includ-
ing B Basavaraj Janavesli 
Kataraki R Basavaraj Kavita 
Bhaskara and Haravi Nagana-
gowda participated in the 
meeting and discussed region-
al concerns.

CHIKKABALLAPUR

District Magistrate G Prabhu 
said that the Special Compre-
hensive Revision of Voters 
List 2026 aims to ensure that 
every eligible citizen is in-
cluded and no unauthorized or 
ineligible voter remains in the 
electoral roll. He said the 
Election Commission guide-
lines are being followed and 
the revision process includes 
preparatory work training 
printing house to house sur-
vey polling station rearrange-
ment objection filing and 
draft roll publication with fi-
nal voter list scheduled for 
October 7.

Officials said there are 
1069693 voters in the district 
and 1018489 have already 
been mapped with 95.21 per-
cent progress and 1293 BLOs 
and 129 supervisors have 
been appointed for the exer-

cise.
BLOs will visit every 

household from June 30 to 
July 29 and distribute enu-
meration forms in duplicate 
and citizens must fill and sub-
mit them correctly or their 
names may not be included in 
the draft voter list. He ap-
pealed to political parties 
booth level agents and citi-
zens to cooperate and addi-
tional polling booths will be 
created where voter strength 
exceeds 1200 to ensure fair 
representation and smooth 
conduct of elections.

District administration offi-
cials including Additional Dis-
trict Collector Dr N Bhaskar 
Sub Divisional Officer D H 
Ashwin and representatives of 
major political parties attended 
a workshop where detailed 
schedule and responsibilities 
were explained to ensure 
transparency efficiency and 

cooperation in the voter list 
revision exercise across the 
district. Officials stressed that 
the Special Comprehensive 
Revision is essential to protect 
democratic rights ensure inclu-
sion of all eligible voters re-
move duplicate entries and 
strengthen the integrity of the 
electoral process in Chikka-
ballapur district. 

They added that door to 
door visits will continue as per 
schedule and citizens are 
urged to provide accurate doc-
uments cooperate with BLOs 
and ensure that no eligible vot-
er is left out and no ineligible 
name remains in the final elec-
toral roll published by the 
Election Commission of India. 
Authorities said public cooper-
ation is crucial for completing 
the revision on time and ensur-
ing a clean and accurate voter 
list for strengthening democra-
cy in the district.

KALABURAGI

The district unit of the Karna-
taka State Federation of Mus-
lim Organisations has an-
nounced that a “Karnataka 
Muslim Convention” will be 
held on June 7 at 11 a.m. at 
Sabha Function Hall in Kala-
buragi. The event will focus 
on reviewing government 
commitments to the Muslim 
community and discussing fu-
ture demands.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Press Club, federa-
tion leader Ibrahim Patel Yal-
war said the convention will 
revolve around the theme: 
“What Did the Congress Gov-
ernment Promise, What Has It 
Delivered, and What Next?” 
He said a detailed report and a 
charter of demands will be 
presented during the pro-
gramme.

The report has been pre-
pared by the drafting team of 
the ad hoc committee of the 
Karnataka State Muslim Fed-
eration in consultation with 
experts from various fields. It 
evaluates the implementation 
of promises made during the 
Congress government’s three-
year tenure, including issues of 
political representation, wel-
fare measures, and policy 

commitments.
Community leaders said the 

convention will also highlight 
concerns such as reservation 
policies, action against hate 
speech, budget allocations, 
Waqf-related issues, scholar-
ships, and representation in 
legislative bodies. 

They expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the lack of adequate 
Muslim representation in the 
upcoming Legislative Council 
elections and urged the gov-
ernment to address these gaps.

Leader Afail Mehmood not-
ed that while the withdrawal of 
hijab restrictions had been im-
plemented, several other com-
mitments remain pending. He 
also stressed the need for 
stronger political inclusion at 
both state and national levels, 
including representation in the 
Rajya Sabha and the state cab-
inet.

Organisers clarified that the 
convention is not a political or 
protest event but a democratic 
platform to present community 
concerns. They also stated that 
no political leaders have been 
invited to the programme.

The press conference was 
attended by retired Tahsildar 
Syed Nisar Ahmed Wazir, 
Firoz Khan Wadi, and other 
community representatives.

Kushtagi demanded fair 
regional representation 

in ministries, boards and 
recruitment, warning of  
protests over neglected 
development in Kalyan 

Karnataka districts

Kalyan Karnataka districts seek 
fair political representation

Kalaburagi to host Muslim 
Convention on June 7

BLOs will conduct house visits June 30–July 29 distributing forms; 
citizens must comply for inclusion in voter list

Fake and ineligible voters must 
be removed from list: G Prabhu

BIDAR

Bidar district witnessed cele-
brations after Bhalki MLA 
and All India Veerashaiva 
Mahasabha national president 
Eshwar Khandre was appoint-
ed as a minister in the newly 
formed Congress government 
led by Chief Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar.

Soon after the announce-
ment, Congress workers gath-
ered at Ambedkar Circle in 
Bidar city and celebrated the 
development with slogans, 
fireworks, and distribution of 
sweets. Supporters raised slo-
gans praising the Congress 
party leadership, the Chief 
Minister, and the newly in-
ducted minister, expressing 
happiness over the represen-
tation from the district.

Party workers said the in-
clusion of Khandre in the cab-
inet is a matter of pride for 
Bidar and will strengthen the 
political influence of the re-
gion in state-level deci-
sion-making. They also ex-
pressed confidence that his 
experience and leadership 
would contribute to the devel-
opment of the Kalyana Karna-
taka region.

Similar celebrations were 
reported in Bhalki and other 
parts of the district, where 
party workers and supporters 
gathered in large numbers. In 
Bhalki, Congress members 
marked the occasion by burst-
ing crackers and exchanging 
sweets, calling it a historic 
moment for the constituency.

Leaders from various Con-
gress committees, youth 

wings, and social media 
teams participated in the cel-
ebrations. They stated that the 
ministerial position for Khan-
dre would help accelerate de-
velopment works and bring 
more government attention to 
local issues such as infrastruc-
ture, education, and welfare 
schemes.

Party leaders also highlight-
ed that this is Khandre’s third 
tenure as a minister, describ-
ing it as recognition of his 
long-standing political expe-
rience and contribution to 
public service.

Overall, the announcement 
created a festive atmosphere 
across Bidar district, with 
supporters describing it as a 
significant political milestone 
for both Bhalki constituency 
and the wider region.

VIJAYAPURA 

Farmers leaders Arvind 
Kulkarni and Mahadevap-
pa Teli addressed a press 
conference at the District 
Kannada Sahitya Parishad 
Bhavan regarding the tri-
bunal verdict on Almatti 
reservoir water level. 
They said the Brijesh Ku-
mar Tribunal order al-
lowed raising the Almatti 
dam water level from 
519.60 metres to 524.256 
metres and a central gov-
ernment notification has 
been issued for implemen-
tation.

Leaders said Vijayapura 
district is known as the 
land of five rivers and 
called the second Punjab 
but many villages still 
face drinking water short-
age and irrigation prob-
lems. They added that 
farmers who lost land for 
the Almatti reservoir are 
struggling even after com-
pensation and many fami-
lies have migrated to other 
states for livelihood. They 
said delay in implement-
ing the tribunal decision 
has increased project cost 
from seventeen thousand 
crore in 2010 to nearly 
one lakh crore at present.

Farmers leaders alleged 
that successive govern-
ments have failed to raise 
the water level as permit-
ted by the tribunal causing 
injustice to the farming 
community. A seminar 
will be held on June 8 
2026 at Kandagal Hana-
mataraya Ranga Mandira 
in Vijayapura to discuss 
water allocation and farm-
ers issues. Farmer leaders 
said religious seers acade-
micians retired judge and 
career experts will partic-
ipate in the seminar as 
chief guests and speakers.

They appealed to farm-
ers from Vijayapura and 
Bagalkot districts to at-
tend the seminar in large 
numbers and support dis-
cussions on water sharing. 
They expressed concern 
that lack of irrigation 
planning and political 
negligence has left many 
areas without drinking wa-
ter and agricultural sup-
port. They recalled that 
the tribunal gave interim 
verdict in 2010 and final 
order in 2013 allowing 
reservoir height increase.

Leaders said rehabilita-
tion and compensation for 
submerged land will re-
quire massive funding and 
planning if implementa-
tion begins now. They 
stressed unity among 
farmers and urged govern-
ment to act quickly for 
fair water distribution and 
justice.

Farmers 
demand action 

on Almatti  
dam verdict

Eshwar Khandre becomes Minister; 
celebrations erupt in Bidar

HULSUR

Mahera, daughter of Ismail 
from Hulsur town, died after 
stones fell from her house roof 
during heavy rain and storm a 
few days ago. On Thursday 
MLA Sharanu Salagar visited 
the grieving family and handed 
over five lakh rupees compen-
sation sanctioned by the gov-
ernment and consoled them. 
Officials said the government 
will continue to support the 
family and provide necessary 
help in this difficult time.

Tehsildar Shivanand Maitre, 
Revenue Inspector Sharanu 

Pavadshetty, Jagannath Day-
tne, Vidyasagar Banasode and 
Sunil Kadadi were present 
during the visit along with oth-
er revenue and police officials 
who accompanied the MLA 
and interacted with family 
members expressing condo-
lences and assuring further as-
sistance from administration 
level in coordination with local 
authorities for rehabilitation 
and support measures in Hul-
sur region following the inci-
dent caused by heavy rains and 
structural collapse of house 
roof stones which led to tragic 
death of young woman.

VIJAYAPURA

The Kannada movement 
leader Gangadhar Koralli led 
strong protests after Karnata-
ka unification demanding 
Kannada as the first language 
and administrative language 
across the state.

The demand was discussed 
in Kannada Sahitya Sam-
melana sessions and the gov-
ernment formed a committee 

led by writer Dr V K Gokak 
and its report known as 
Gokaka Report strongly rec-
ommended Kannada as ad-
ministrative language due to 
its rich history and public 
voice.

Despite recommendations 
the government delayed final 
decision leading to growing 
protests and Koralli started a 
fast unto death on 18 March 
1982 which continued for 51 

days and received support 
from leaders and artists 
across Karnataka including 
George Fernandes Dr Rajku-
mar Vishnuvardhan and oth-
ers.

After prolonged struggle 
the Gundu Rao government 
accepted the Gokak Report 
and implemented Kannada as 
administrative language 
marking a major victory for 
the movement though activ-

ists felt recognition for Koral-
li was still lacking in later 
years despite his sacrifice and 
leadership role.Today support-
ers demand that Gangadhar 
Koralli legacy be honoured 
through a study chair in uni-
versities or memorial building 
in his district as his role in 
Kannada movement remains 
significant in history and con-
tinues to inspire future gener-
ations of Kannada speakers.

Artists and leaders unite supporting Kannada language movement

MLA stresses urgent help 
for rain affected families
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Health scare: Cholera scare sparks urgent cleanup in Ahmedabad
AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah ordered immediate ac-
tion after nearly 50 residents 
fell ill from contaminated 
drinking water in the Gota 
ward. 

The outbreak, marked by 
severe vomiting and diar-
rhoea, spanned nine residen-
tial societies near Jantanagar 

Cross Road after sewage 
leaked into the clean water 
supply lines.

The health crisis began 
when a technical glitch oc-
curred during routine drain-
age repairs. This fault acci-
dentally mixed sewage with 
drinking water, piping con-
tamination directly into 326 
local households.

Responding to the emergen-

cy, Amit Shah reviewed con-
tainment efforts alongside 
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel and top Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corporation 
(AMC) officials. Medical 
teams and engineers rushed to 
the worst-hit areas, including 
Akanksha and Navratna flats, 
to halt the spread of disease.

To manage the outbreak, 
the AMC deployed 40 health 

teams to conduct door-to-door 
checkups. Health workers dis-
tributed chlorine tablets to 
families and launched an ex-
tensive operation to drain, 

clean, and sanitize all contam-
inated water tanks in the 
neighborhood.

Dr. Bhavin Solanki, the 
city’s Medical Officer of 
Health, confirmed that 50 pa-
tients received immediate care 
through mobile medical vans.

 “All patients are now sta-
ble,” Solanki stated, adding 
that hospitalized residents 
are recovering well and re-

turning home.
Ahmedabad Mayor Hitesh 

Barot visited the affected 
families to offer support, 
while Municipal Commis-
sioner Banchhanidhi Pani 
oversaw the medical relief. 
City engineers are now in-
specting underground storage 
tanks across the area to fix the 
pipelines and ensure the tap 
water is safe to drink again.

TAINTED TAPS IN GOTA

QUICK READ
Manager in  

Zubeen Garg case 
denied bail

Rajasthan Patwari 
arrested for  

accepting bribe

Flier caught  
with massive 

smuggled cash

MET department 
warns NE of severe rain

Guwahati
The Gauhati High Court 
refused to consider the 
bail plea of Siddhartha 
Sarma, a key suspect in 
the high-profile death 

case of iconic Assamese 
singer Zubeen Garg. Jus-
tice Parthivjyoti Saikia’s 

bench rejected the appli-
cation, canceling the 

scheduled hearing. Sar-
ma, the singer’s former 

manager, sought relief af-
ter a lower court previous-
ly denied him bail due to 
the serious murder alle-

gations against him. Garg 
tragically died in Singa-

pore last September. De-
spite foreign police ruling 
out foul play, Assam au-
thorities are pushing for-

ward with a domestic trial 
against seven accused in-

dividuals, backed by  
massive public demand 

for justice.

Hanumangarh
India’s Anti-Corruption 
Bureau arrested a local 

revenue official, Shriram, 
for accepting a 

15,000-rupee bribe. The 
suspect, working as a 

Patwari in Rajasthan, was 
caught red-handed during 
a carefully planned sting 
operation. According to 
police officials, Shriram 

had demanded a total of 
30,000 rupees from a cit-

izen to update official 
land ownership records. 
After the victim reported 
the extortion, investiga-

tors verified the claim and 
set a trap to catch the of-

ficial in the act. The bu-
reau has registered a for-
mal corruption case and 
urges citizens to report 

similar government mis-
conduct.

Mumbai
Airport security officials 

arrested a foreign traveler 
after discovering hidden 
foreign currency worth 
1.39 crore rupees in his 

luggage. The Central In-
dustrial Security Force in-
tercepted the passenger 
at Mumbai airport before 

he could board a flight 
bound for Addis Ababa. 
Vigilant officers flagged 

the traveler when an 
X-ray baggage scanner 

revealed suspicious 
shapes inside his hand 

luggage. A detailed physi-
cal search uncovered 

145,000 undeclared US 
dollars. Unable to provide 
legal documents for the 

cash, the suspect was de-
tained and handed over 

to customs officials for in-
tensive interrogation re-

garding international 
smuggling.

Guwahati
The India Meteorological 

Department issued a criti-
cal weather warning, pre-

dicting heavy to very 
heavy rainfall across 

northeastern states for 
the next six days. Fueled 

by the arrival of the 
southwest monsoon, in-

tense downpours accom-
panied by severe thunder-

storms, lightning, and 
strong winds are expect-

ed to lash the region. 
Forecasters warn that 

wind speeds could reach 
up to 50 kmph, threaten-
ing severe disruptions. Lo-

cal authorities have ad-
vised residents to prepare 
for potential landslides in 

hilly terrains, localized 
flash floods, and major 

traffic delays. Farmers are 
also urged to safeguard 

crops from waterlogging.

VENEZUELA ACTING PREZ 
PAYS TRIBUTE AT RAJGHAT 
The symbolic visit emphasized the continuing relevance of Gandhi's peaceful 
principles in shaping the growing relationship between India and Venezuela

NEW DELHI

Venezuela’s Acting President 
Delcy Rodriguez paid formal 
homage to Mahatma Gandhi 
at the Rajghat memorial in 
New Delhi. 

The symbolic visit empha-
sized the continuing relevance 
of Gandhi's peaceful princi-
ples in shaping the growing 
relationship between India 
and Venezuela. 

India's Ministry of External 
Affairs highlighted the event 
on social media, describing it 
as a meaningful tribute to 
Gandhi’s lasting legacy. Indi-
an officials noted that the 
leader's historic ideals contin-
ue to inspire the modern dip-
lomatic partnership between 
the two nations.

Earlier, Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi held ex-
tensive, wide-ranging talks 
with Rodriguez. The high-lev-
el discussions focused on re-
viewing the full spectrum of 
bilateral relations and discov-
ering fresh avenues for col-
laboration. Both leaders 

agreed to explore new trade 
investments in key fields, in-
cluding global energy re-
sources, pharmaceutical 
healthcare, manufacturing, 
and the automobile sector. 

During the meeting, which 
included External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar, the leaders 

also reaffirmed their shared 
commitment to advancing the 
socioeconomic interests of the 
Global South. Jaishankar later 
met separately with Rodri-
guez, expressing high praise 
for her long-standing commit-
ment to strengthening ties.

Rodriguez arrived in the In-
dian capital recently for an 
official five-day state visit. 
The accompanying Venezue-
lan delegation plans to tour 
several domestic industrial 
hubs to observe India’s tech-
nological and manufacturing 
capabilities. Indian public 
sector undertakings have al-
ready invested heavily in Ven-
ezuela's energy markets, and 
this trip aims to build momen-
tum for deeper strategic and 
economic cooperation.

BJP-JD(U) hail Modi’s 
record-breaking 

tenure as PM
NEW DELHI

Leaders from the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and its al-
liance partner Janata Dal 
(United) have praised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as he 
prepares to become India’s 
longest continuously serving 
elected leader.

On June 10, Modi will 
complete 4,399 consecutive 
days in office. This historic 
milestone will officially sur-
pass the long-standing record 
held by India’s first Prime 
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, who served 4,398 con-
secutive days following the 
nation's first general elections 
until his passing in 1964. Co-
alition partners described the 
upcoming achievement as a 
moment of massive national 
pride, reflecting stable gover-
nance and strong public trust.

Alliance leaders empha-
sized that Modi’s focus has 
never been about breaking 
records, but rather delivering 
impactful results for the coun-
try. BJP representatives high-
lighted his dedication, noting 
that he has worked tirelessly 
to secure India's borders, ele-
vate its international standing, 
and bring welfare benefits to 
the poorest sections of soci-
ety. JD(U) leaders added that 
since receiving his first man-
date in 2014, the Prime Min-
ister has successfully fulfilled 
many developmental goals 

that the nation had been wait-
ing decades to achieve.

Over the past 12 years, In-
dia has witnessed significant 
transformations across multi-
ple economic and industrial 
sectors. Supporters credit Mo-
di's long tenure with driving 
the country toward self-reli-
ance and unity. Looking 
ahead, ruling party members 
stated that the public's contin-
ued faith in his leadership re-
mains a driving force as the 
administration works toward 
its long-term vision of build-
ing a fully developed nation 
by 2047.

The BJP leader will 
complete 4,399 

consecutive days in 
office on the day, 

eclipsing the first PM's 
post-1952 record, even 
though he retains the 
top spot in terms of  

total years

Delimitation involves reshaping parliamentary and assembly 
boundaries to match recent population shifts

Delimitation Bill revival gains 
momentum as Centre eyes 2029 poll
NEW DELHI

The Central Government is 
actively planning to revive the 
Delimitation Bill to com-
plete the long-pending re-
drawing of electoral constit-
uencies before the 2029 Lok 
Sabha elections.

Delimitation involves re-
shaping parliamentary and 
assembly boundaries to match 
recent population shifts. To 
avoid political gridlock, the 
government has launched di-
rect consultations with prom-
inent regional groups, includ-
ing the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhakam (DMK) and the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC). 
These discussions aim to re-

solve deep concerns over how 
changing boundaries could 
alter state-wise political rep-
resentation in Parliament. 

Southern and eastern states 
have voiced strong anxiety 
that a fresh demographic re-
adjustment could reduce their 
share of seats, penalizing 
them for successful popula-
tion control policies. Con-
versely, faster-growing north-
ern states stand to gain seats. 
Mindful of these immense 
sensitivities, the Centre is pri-
oritizing a cooperative ap-
proach to build a broad polit-
ical consensus before reintro-
ducing the bill. 

Additionally, authorities are 
using these stakeholder meet-

ings to discuss another major 
electoral reform: the "One Na-
tion, One Election" proposal 
for simultaneous national and 
state polls. By linking these 
reforms, the government hopes 
to create a uniform framework 
for future elections.

If these cross-party negoti-
ations succeed, the revival of 
the Delimitation Bill will lead 
to a massive restructuring of 
India’s electoral system. 
However, senior officials em-
phasized that discussions re-
main at a preliminary stage. 
The final timeline for intro-
ducing the bill will depend 
entirely on how quickly com-
peting political factions can 
reach a formal compromise.

NDA blames Mamata’s 
arrogance for TMC split

NEW DELHI

Leaders of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) have 
blamed Mamata Banerjee’s 
arrogance and Abhishek Ba-
nerjee’s dictatorial behavior 
for the official split of the Tri-
namool Congress party.

The political fallout oc-
curred just a month after the 
party's defeat in the West 
Bengal assembly elections. 
The crisis deepened when 58 
out of Trinamool's 80 elected 
state lawmakers, led by Rita-
brata Banerjee, broke away 
from the core leadership. 

The group submitted a 
signed resolution to the 
Speaker, successfully secur-
ing recognition as the official 
majority bloc in the Assembly 
and the state's principal oppo-
sition party.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Janata Dal (United) 
leaders stated that Mamata 
Banerjee’s dismissive attitude 
toward her own colleagues 
directly triggered the internal 
rebellion. 

They argued that her gener-
al secretary, Abhishek Baner-
jee, ran the organization like a 
dictatorship, leaving grass-
roots leaders with no choice 
but to break away to save 
their political careers.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) representatives de-
scribed the collapse as the 
natural end of a system built 
on corruption, exploitation, 
and dynastic rule. 

They alleged that the fami-
ly-centric leadership had pro-
moted widespread lawless-
ness across West Bengal for 
fifteen years, completely 
alienating voters and lawmak-
ers alike. NDA officials added 
that the breakaway faction 
chose to distance itself from 
the core leadership to reject 
the mafia culture.

With the Speaker officially 
accepting the breakaway fac-
tion's resolution, political an-
alysts note that Mamata Ba-
nerjee has been reduced to 
leading a minority group, sig-
naling a major shift in West 
Bengal's political landscape.

Shah to review B’desh border security
AGARTALA

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah is set to lead a compre-
hensive review of security 
arrangements along the sensi-
tive India-Bangladesh inter-
national border. 

Shah is scheduled to land in 
the capital city of Agartala 
directly from Shillong, where 
he successfully chaired the 
73rd Plenary Session of the 
North Eastern Council. 

Then the Home Minister 
will hold high-level briefings 
with senior officers from the 
Border Security Force (BSF), 
state police, and intelligence 
a g e n c i e s  t o  e v a l u a t e 
ground-level defense pre-
paredness. 

Ahead of the main security 
conference at the BSF fron-
tier headquarters, Shah will 
personally inspect vulnerable 
border locations in the West 
Tripura district. The high-pro-
file assessment focuses heav-
ily on tackling illegal infiltra-
tion, cross-border smuggling, 
narcotics trafficking, and oth-
er transnational crimes. Tripura 
shares an extensive 856-kilo-
meter border with Bangladesh, 
which remains highly sensitive 
following the political unrest 
and subsequent collapse of the 
Sheikh Hasina-led govern-
ment in Dhaka. 

Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha highlighted that 
the state will soon benefit 
from the Centre's upcoming 

"Smart Border Project." This 
initiative integrates advanced 
technology, including re-
al-time drone surveillance, 
radar networks, and smart 
cameras to fortify the remain-
ing unfenced stretches of dif-
ficult terrain. 

Aside from border strate-
gy, Shah’s busy two-day 
schedule includes address-
ing troops at a Sainik Sam-
melan, launching a tree 
plantation drive, and laying 
foundation stones for local 
infrastructure projects. He 
will also attend a special 
ceremony for a new hotel 
venture, marking a joint de-
velopment agreement be-
tween the state government 
and private investors.

NEC shift focuses 
on custom growth 

for NE states
SHILLONG

The North Eastern Council 
(NEC) wrapped up its 73rd 
Plenary Session, pivoting to-
ward a specialized, state-by-
state economic strategy de-
signed to unlock the specific 
strengths of all eight regional 
sister states.

Speaking with reporters af-
ter the high-level meeting 
chaired by Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio explained 
that the regional body is utiliz-
ing high-powered task forces to 
customize development. Rather 
than applying a generic policy 
across the entire region, these 
specialized teams have visited 
each state to evaluate local in-
frastructure, resources, and in-
dustries to pinpoint exact eco-
nomic growth drivers.

The findings and recom-
mendations of these task forc-
es were presented during the 
conference to the region's 
governors, chief ministers, 
and Union DoNER Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia. He noted 
that the presentations sparked 
deep discussions on modern-
izing the region's economy 
through state-specific proj-
ects, while simultaneously 
encouraging cross-border co-
operation in high-growth sec-
tors like trade, eco-tourism, 
and digital connectivity.

The comprehensive review 
also evaluated ongoing con-
nectivity projects, investment 
promotions, and closer coor-
dination frameworks between 
the Northeast and the Centre.

NHRC chief urges strict 
construction controls

NEW DELHI

National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) Chair-
person Justice V Ramasubra-
manian called for the strict 
regulation of construction 
around natural water bodies 
to combat the intensifying 
threat of urban heat waves.

Speaking at a specialized 
seminar hosted by the 
NHRC’s Core Group on En-
vironment and Climate, Jus-
tice Ramasubramanian ex-

pressed deep concern over 
the recurring annual cycle of 
winter pollution and summer 
heat waves, noting that cur-
rent mitigation efforts have 
shown little visible effect on 
protecting human lives. 

He emphasized that the de-
struction of local forests and 
lakes remains the primary 
catalyst for rising urban heat 
stress, urging authorities to 
prioritize sustainable urban 
development and ecosystem 
preservation.

The high-level discussion brought together health, climate, 
and environmental experts who proposed several  

actionable reforms to tackle the climate crisis:
n �Dedicated heat governance: Experts called for the institu-

tionalization of Heat Action Plans across all states and districts, 
managed by dedicated "Heat Officers" using integrated digital 
dashboards for real-time monitoring.

n � �Advanced health surveillance: Representatives from the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare warned that heat-related health risks are projected 
to spike dramatically by 2035. They recommended a unified, scientifically 
validated reporting system to track heat wave mortality and morbidity.

n �Protection for vulnerable workers: NHRC Secretary General 
Bharat Lal highlighted that extreme heat is a growing human rights concern 
that disproportionately impacts outdoor laborers, construction workers, gig 
workers, the elderly, and those without access to proper housing or cooling.

n �Protection for vulnerable workers: AI and infrastructure 
reforms: Climate scientists suggested utilizing AI-driven vulnerability 
mapping and ward-level weather forecasting. They also advocated 
for worker-centric safety protocols, city-level temperature observato-
ries, and the expansion of urban green spaces and water bodies.

THE OUTCOME

J&K LG stresses 
unity at interfaith 

conference
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
declared that peaceful coexis-
tence and rich cultural diver-
sity have always served as the 
natural rhythm of life in India.

Sinha shared his perspec-
tive while addressing the 
prominent "Rishiwar" in-
ter-faith conference held in 
Srinagar. Speaking before an 
audience of religious scholars, 
judicial officers, and students, 
the Lieutenant Governor not-
ed that the core philosophy of 
honoring and respecting all 
faiths equally has been deeply 
woven into the fabric of Indi-
an civilization for thousands 
of years.

During his address, Sinha 
contrasted India’s historical 
traditions with modern global 
struggles. He noted that while 
many nations find it difficult 
to handle diverse populations, 
India has naturally embraced 
unity. 

He cited ancient texts like 
the Rigveda to emphasize that 
aligning hearts and minds to-
ward shared societal harmony 
is a foundational value. He 
added that India's ongoing 
commitment to equal reli-
gious respect remains one of 
its greatest philosophical gifts 
to a fractured world.
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ED raids Dola’s network, seizes ₹1.33 cr
CHOKING DOLA’S CARTEL CASH

QUICK READ
Desperate river  

search for missing 
pilgrim family

Punjab police 
 arrest two with 

 deadly bomb

Congress opposes 
renaming of Bhopal 

University

Devprayag
Special rescue teams 
have intensified their 

deep-water search in the 
Alaknanda river for three 
missing family members 
from Jaisalmer. Their car 
tragically plunged 200 
meters down a steep 

gorge during a Char Dham 
pilgrimage trip. While 
workers successfully 

pulled the wrecked vehi-
cle from the riverbed, it 
was completely empty. 
Three bodies have been 
cremated, and a heart-

breakingly sole survivor, a 
12-year-old boy, is cur-

rently fighting for his life 
on a ventilator. Divers are 

bravely battling strong 
currents to find the miss-
ing mother and her two 

young daughters, leaving 
devastated relatives pray-

ing for closure.

Mohali
Police successfully foiled 
a major terror plot by ar-
resting two men carrying 

a ready-to-use, 2.5 kg 
RDX bomb. The suspects, 
caught near a public park 

after traveling by bus 
from Amritsar, were tar-

geting local infrastructure. 
A bomb squad quickly ar-
rived to safely disarm the 
dangerous explosive de-

vice. Investigations re-
vealed that an overseas 
handler recruited the fi-

nancially struggling 
brothers-in-law through 
social media, promising 
them money for the at-
tack. Officers are now 

tracing the wider network 
to catch everyone in-

volved, while both cap-
tured suspects remain in 

custody facing serious 
criminal and explosive 

charges.

Bhopal
The Congress party 

strongly opposed a new 
proposal to rename Bho-
pal’s Barkatullah Universi-
ty to Vagdevi Bhojpal Uni-

versity, calling it a politi-
cally motivated move. 

The university’s council 
recently approved the 

change, which now 
awaits the governor’s fi-

nal nod. Congress leaders 
claim the ruling BJP is try-
ing to erase the legacy of 

legendary freedom fighter 
Mohammad Barkatullah, 

who fought British rule. 
They argued that the gov-
ernment should build new 
institutions to honor cul-

tural figures instead of al-
tering history, while uni-
versity officials maintain 

the new name simply cel-
ebrates the region’s rich 

heritage.

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Chikkamagaluru District, Chikkamagaluru.
District Urban Development Cell, Chikkamagaluru

E-Mail:- ka.chikkamagaluru.dudc@gmail.com           Tel: 08262-239010
1115470: File No. DUDCCK-ENGGOMISC/4/2026-ENG                           Date: 03.06.2026

JOB NO    312/83      9 X 3

Tender is invited subject to conditions through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal
from eligible class contractors registered in PWD for implementation of below
mentioned works under Chief Minister’s Infrastructure Development Scheme for
the year 2025-26. Interested contractors can submit Tenders subject to conditions.

DIPR/ckm/ksmca/26-27/44/312

.

E-Procurement Re-Tender Notice

Indent No.Sl.
No

E.M.D. Amount
(in Rs.)Reservation

42,350.001

Approx. Amount
  (Rs. in lakhs)

DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT53163/CALL-2 100.00 General
Cost of Tender Form as per e-procurement, T ime Period: 06 Months (Excluding
Rainy Season)
(1) Last date for submission of Tender in e-procurement portal: 19.06.2026 up to
17.00 Hrs.  (2) Date of opening Technical Bid: 20.06.2026  at 17.10 Hrs. (3) Date of
opening Financial Bid: 23.06.2026  at 11.00 Hrs.  Further information can be obtained
during office hours and in https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For any reason, if there
are changes, they will be published only in e-portal. Will not be published in
newspapers. Contractors should view in KPP Portal.

               Sd/- Executive Engineer, District Urban Development Cell, Chikkamagaluru.

INDIA-AFRICA PARTNERS 
FOR VACCINE INNOVATION

South African Deputy President Mashatile met Indian pharma leaders in 
Hyderabad to forge strategic healthcare and manufacturing alliances

HYDERABAD

South African Deputy Presi-
dent  Shipokosa Paulus 
Mashatile met with Lakshmi-
narayana Neti, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Biological E 
Limited, in Hyderabad. This 
crucial meeting aimed to es-
tablish a powerful strategic 
alliance focused on healthcare 
innovation and local manu-
facturing. 

During the discussion, Dep-
uty President Mashatile urged 
top Indian pharmaceutical 
companies to invest heavily in 
South Africa. He emphasized 
that the initiative arrives at a 
time when his nation is ag-
gressively expanding its 
health infrastructure and 

deepening manufacturing ca-
pacity with trusted global al-
lies like India. A key goal of 
the partnership involves trans-
ferring specialized technology 
for a whole-cell 6-in-1 vac-
cine, a tool deemed vital for 
immunization programs 
across Africa. 

The visit forms part of a 
broader diplomatic mission to 

strengthen economic and stra-
tegic ties between the two de-
mocracies. Earlier, Mashatile 
held an extensive working 
meeting with Indian Vice 
President CP Radhakrishnan 
in New Delhi to explore di-
verse investment opportuni-
ties. 

Mashatile observed that In-
dia’s advanced capabilities in 

digital innovation, manufac-
turing, and medical technolo-
gy provide practical pathways 
to uplift both nations' econo-
mies. He also highlighted 
South Africa's own immense 
potential for future Indian in-
vestments in renewable ener-
gy, mining, information tech-
nology, and infrastructure. 

The high-level South Afri-
can delegation concluded its 
Hyderabad visit on an opti-
mistic note. Leaders from 
both sides agreed that ex-
changing practical gover-
nance insights and establish-
ing robust pharmaceutical 
supply chains would signifi-
cantly accelerate public health 
security and shared economic 
progress across both regions.

KC Venugopal chairs 
crucial PAC meeting

NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee of Parliament (PAC) 
will convene a vital meeting 
within the Parliament premis-
es to review major defense 
and skill development reports.

Led by Congress MP KC 
Venugopal, the committee is 
scheduled to examine serious 
audit findings presented by 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India.

A major highlight of the 
agenda includes tak-
ing oral evidence 
from the Ministry of 
Skill Development 
and Entrepreneur-
ship. Officials will 
face questioning re-
garding a perfor-
mance audit of the 
P r a d h a n  M a n t r i 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana. 

Additionally, the high-pro-
file watchdog panel will de-
bate production delays of the 
upgraded "DHANUSH" gun 
system and a staggering fi-
nancial loss of ₹62.10 crore 
caused by defective ammuni-
tion supplied to the Indian 
Army.

Simultaneously, the Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee 
on Finance will discuss In-
dia's overall economic land-
scape. Top representatives 

from the Ministry of Finance 
and the Chief Economic Ad-
viser are expected to brief 
lawmakers on the current gen-

eral economic situa-
tion of the country.

These meetings 
follow intense scruti-
ny by the Parliamen-
tary Standing Com-
mittee on Education, 
which recently grilled 
CBSE officials over 
technical glitches. 

Lawmakers demanded strict 
accountability for systemic 
lapses after students faced se-
vere difficulties with the On-
Screen-Marking system 
during the recent Class 12 
examinations. The education 
panel also reviewed the con-
troversial implementation of 
the three-language formula 
for Class 9 and 10 students, 
pushing the board to resolve 
ongoing portal errors and an-
swer sheet discrepancies 
quickly.

India's PAC will review 
defense audit lapses 

and skill development 
programs, while other 
parliamentary panels 
assess the economy 
and address CBSE 

examination glitches

Ranchi protests erupt after 
youth’s murder

RANCHI

Angry residents blocked 
roads and burned tires at 
Makhmandro Chowk, protest-
ing the mob kill ing of 
25-year-old Rohit Mirdha. 
Police managed to calm the 
crowd after arresting two 
main suspects, Indrajit Sahu 
and Vikas Sahu, while search-
ing for a third. 

The victim, a local politi-
cian's nephew, died from se-
vere injuries after being beat-
en in Lehna village. While the 
victim's father claims the at-
tack stems from an ongoing 
land dispute, a counter-com-
plaint alleges the youth had 
misbehaved with a village 
woman. Officials are current-
ly investigating all angles of 
the case.

₹9.27 cr highway 
fraud: ED arrests 

Jai Gandhi
RAIPUR

The Enforcement Directorate 
arrested Jai Prakash Gandhi for 
a 9.27-crore fraud involving 
the Bharatmala Highway proj-
ect. Following his arrest under 
money laundering laws, a spe-
cial court granted the agency 
three days of custody for ques-
tioning. Investigators reveal 
that Gandhi conspired with 
public servants to buy highway 
land and split it into tiny par-
cels. This trick allowed him to 
claim highly inflated compen-
sation rates from the govern-
ment. He illegally pocketed 
9.83 crores instead of the right-
ful 56 lakhs, later laundering 
the profits into shares and mu-
tual funds before recent raids 
exposed the scheme.

NIA raids former TMC MLA Saokat Molla
SOUTH BAMUNIA

A specialized team of the Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) conducted extensive 
search and questioning oper-
ations at the residence of for-
mer Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) MLA Saokat Molla. 

The morning raid took 
place in the South Bamunia 
area of Bhangar, attracting 
widespread political and pub-
lic attention.

The federal anti-terror 
agency's sudden action is di-
rectly linked to an ongoing 
investigation into a fatal 
bomb blast. The explosion oc-
curred just days before the 
West Bengal Assembly elec-

tions, claiming the life of one 
individual. Following intense 
demands for a central probe, 
the Union Home Ministry 
handed the case over to the 
NIA. The agency has already 
arrested several suspects, in-
cluding prominent local TMC 
leader Wahidul Islam.

As investigators combed 
through Molla's house for ev-
idence, his wife and daughter 
were seen arriving at the 
premises. This high-profile 
raid follows a broader crack-
down by the anti-terror agen-
cy in West Bengal. On April 
27, the NIA took over another 
critical case involving the dis-
covery of a massive stockpile 

of crude bombs, operating 
under a suspected terror an-
gle.

State police had initially re-
covered 79 jute-tied crude 
bombs hidden inside an aban-
doned house near a village 
burial ground in Uttar Kashi-
pur. Due to the severe danger 
posed to human life and prop-
erty, the central agency 
re-registered the FIR under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
and the Explosive Substances 
Act. The NIA is currently 
checking for potential opera-
tional links between these 
hidden bomb stockpiles and 
political functionaries in the 
region.

The NIA raided former TMC MLA Saokat Molla’s residence regarding 
a fatal pre-election bomb blast investigation in Bengal

MUMBAI

In a major crackdown on the 
drug underworld, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has seized 
cash and gold worth ₹1.33 crore 
after raiding 21 locations linked 
to notorious drug lord Salim Is-
mail Dola.

The coordinated raids from the 
last few days, targeted various 
properties across Mumbai in Ma-
harashtra, as well as Surat, An-
kleshwar, and Rajkot in Gujarat. 
Dola, an alleged close associate 
of the infamous Dawood Ibrahim 
gang, was recently extradited 
from Turkey to face trial in India.

According to officials, the 
massive operation focused on 
dismantling the financial back-
bone of his transnational drug 

trafficking syndicate. 
The ED searched every corner 

of the illicit business, hitting 
chemical suppliers, drug manu-
facturers, hawala operators, and 
individuals holding dummy 
properties bought with dirty 
money. Alongside the local cash 
and gold bars, investigators re-
covered $2,200 in foreign cur-
rency. Crucially, the agency also 
uncovered official documents 
detailing luxury real estate in-
vestments worth several crores of 
rupees spread across India and 
Dubai. 

Authorities initiated this mon-
ey-laundering probe following 

multiple police cases filed 
against Dola for smuggling 
banned substances like Me-
phedrone (MD). Investigations 
revealed that Dola operated a 
highly organized criminal net-
work that handled everything 
from raw chemical procurement 
to the clandestine manufactur-
ing and international distribu-
tion of synthetic drugs. 

The agency stated that this 
operation has severely crippled 
the syndicate’s financial net-
work, making it difficult for 
them to layer their illegal profits 
or fund future smuggling oper-
ations.

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Director General of 
Police Y.B. Khurania inaugu-
rated a high-level, multi-agen-
cy coastal security seminar. 

The crucial day-long work-
shop brought together 18 ma-
jor organizations, including 
the Indian Navy, Indian Coast 
Guard, port authorities, and 
fisheries departments, to draft 
a highly advanced maritime 
defense framework for the 
state.

During the conference, 
Khurania emphasized that 
coastal security directly im-
pacts India's internal safety, 
economic development, and 
maritime trade. Because Odi-
sha's 574.7-kilometer coast-
line hosts major economic 
hubs like Paradip, Dhamra, 
and Gopalpur ports, protect-
ing these regions remains a 
top government priority. Cur-
rently, over 700 trained police 
personnel man the state's 18 
specialized Marine Police 
Stations.

Highlighting financial com-
mitments, the DGP revealed 
that Odisha allocated up to Rs 
200 crore over the past two 
years to upgrade surveillance 
infrastructure. The marine 
wing currently utilizes 15 Fast 

Interceptor Boats, drones, and 
hired trawlers for deep-sea 
patrolling, while installing 
CCTV networks at vital fish 
landing centers.

To revolutionize future op-
erations, Khurania announced 
plans to acquire 10 more in-
terceptor boats, modular jet-
ties, and advanced anti-drone 
systems. A state-of-the-art 
Command and Control Centre 
in Bhubaneswar will soon in-
tegrate live video feeds from 
patrol boats, drones, and ma-
rine stations alongside central 
intelligence data.

The state is also utilizing 
the NABHMITRA application 
to track fishing vessels and 
has hired retired Navy and 
Coast Guard officers for ex-
pert guidance. Khurania ex-
pressed absolute confidence 
that these tech upgrades will 
transform Odisha’s coastal 
wing into one of India’s finest 
maritime security units within 
two years.

Odisha unveils grand 
strategy for coastal safety

EAGLE force 
smashes international 
Thai drug syndicate

HYDERABAD 

In a major crackdown, Telangana’s elite 
anti-drug wing, the EAGLE Force, has 
smashed a massive international smug-
gling syndicate. The gang illegally traf-
ficked premium hydroponic cannabis, 
known as "OG weed," from Thailand into 
India.

Police arrested ten key members, in-
cluding the mastermind, Hemang Pramod 
Keluskar from Mumbai. The investiga-
tion exposed a highly organized network 
spanning multiple Indian states. The syn-
dicate operated a nightclub in Pattaya, 
Thailand, using it as a hub to target 
wealthy Indian tourists, including top 
film personalities.

Taking advantage of Thailand’s relaxed 
cannabis laws, the kingpin’s family 
leased cultivation chambers to grow the 
drugs under the guise of medical use. 
They then recruited around 300 "mule" 
carriers to smuggle the contraband into 
India. To dodge customs, the smugglers 
constantly switched arrival airports, shift-
ing between Hyderabad, Mumbai, 
Ahmedabad, Surat, and Kolkata.

The breakthrough came in April when 
officers intercepted carriers at Hyder-
abad’s international airport, recovering 
over 25 kilograms of high-grade canna-
bis. Investigations revealed that the gang 
exclusively accepted cash payments 
within India. They then channeled these 
illegal profits back to Thailand through 
secret networks to fund future drug op-
erations.
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Earthquake shakes 
populated areas  

in Myanmar

Deadly fire rages 
through old age  

home in SL

NAYPYIDAW
A 3.9 magnitude earth-

quake struck Myanmar at 
a depth of 126 kilometers. 
Fortunately, no immedi-
ate damage or injuries 

have been reported from 
the tremor. The country 
faces frequent seismic 

activity because it sits di-
rectly atop four major, 

shifting tectonic plates. 
Experts warn that major 
geological fault lines run 
near heavily populated 
cities, including Yangon 

and Mandalay. This 
unique geography puts 

nearly half of the nation’s 
population at a continu-
ous risk for larger quakes. 
Residents in these crowd-
ed urban zones remain on 

high alert as officials 
monitor the unstable 

ground.

COLOMBO
A devastating fire swept 
through an elderly care 

home in Sri Lanka, killing 
twelve people and injuring 

seven others. The tragic 
blaze broke out at the 

Mawpiya Sevana home in 
Kalutara, located south-

east of the capital city. Ten 
elderly residents tragically 

died at the scene, while 
two more passed away 
after being rushed to a 

nearby hospital. Following 
the horrific incident, local 
authorities quickly arrest-

ed the facility’s owner. 

I, KARTHIKA B R S/o. 
Ramasubbareddy  B S Resident 

of Batlahalli, Batlahalli Post 
Chikkaballapur -563123 

Karnataka, have changed my 
name to KARTHIK B R 

vide affidavit dated: 04.06.2026 
before notary R. BASAVARAJA, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ASMAH W/o. Shabeer  
Ahmed Naskar, Resident of 

No. 1052, Imperial Solitair Flat 
No 202, 5th Main HSR Layout 
7th Sector, Bengaluru -560102, 
Karnataka, have changed my 

name to ASMAH SHABEER 
AHMED vide affidavit dated: 
04.06.2026 before notary R. 
BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ARSHIYA KOWSER, 
W/o Mansoor, resident of 

Mutton Market Road, Sharabh 
Munishamappa Badavane, 

Hosakote, Bengaluru-562114, 
have changed my name to 

ARSHIYA KOWSAR, vide 
affidavit dated: 02.06.2026, 

before Notary MEER HASSAN, 
Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

I, YASMEEN LIYAKAT 
ALI SHAIKH, W/o Thanavir, 

resident of No. 16/69, 14th Cross, 
Mysore Road, Bapujinagar, 
Bengaluru-560026, have 

changed my name to YASMIN 
SHAIKH, vide affidavit dated: 

04.06.2026, before Notary 
A.IDINABBA, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

I, MAHALINGESH 
H S S/O B SIDDARAJU, 
R/o- Huchammandoddi 

Manchegowdanapalya, Distt- 
Ramanagar, Karnataka- 562109, 
have changed the name of my 
minor daughter ITISHREE alias 

UTHAMI GOWDA H M aged 
1 years and she shall hereafter be 
known as UTHAMI GOWDA H M.

NAME CHANGE

I, SALEEM PASHA S/O 
ABDUL BASHIR, R/o- No 13/7 
1st Cross Hosahalli Main Road 

Padarayanapura Bangalore, 
Karnataka- 560026, have 

changed the name of my minor 
daughter S MAHIRA alias 

S SADIYA aged 3 years and 
she shall hereafter be known as 

S SADIYA.

NAME CHANGE

I hitherto known as NAVITHA 
RAMESH W/O RAMESH 
BILAGI, R/o- NO 45 Indira 
Gandhi Street Main Udaya 

Nagar Bangalore, Karnataka- 
560016, have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known 
as NAVITHA RAMESH 

BILAGI.

NAME CHANGE

Neighborhood first: INS 
Airavat docks in Colombo
INS Airavat's Colombo port visit strengthens India-Sri Lanka maritime ties and 

defense cooperation under New Delhi’s "Neighbourhood First" policy.
COLOMBO

 
An Indian naval ship, INS 
Airavat, arrived at the Colom-
bo port for a routine stop to 
refuel and restock. This visit 
highlights the growing friend-
ship and maritime cooperation 
between India and Sri Lanka.

Led by Commander IP Patil, 
the ship and its crew received 
a warm welcome from the Sri 
Lankan Navy. The visit is part 
of India’s ongoing "Neigh-
bourhood First" policy, which 
focuses on building peaceful 
and supportive relationships 
with its closest neighbors.

During their stay on the is-

land, the Indian crew members 
will take part in several joint 
professional activities. The Sri 
Lankan Navy has also orga-
nized special events to help 
sailors from both nations build 
stronger connections and 
friendships. Additionally, the 
Indian crew will get a chance 

to explore the country, with 
guided tours of local historic 
sites and popular tourist attrac-
tions before they head back 
out to sea.

This naval visit follows an-
other high-level military inter-
action last month. In May, In-
dia’s Chief of the Air Staff, Air 

Chief Marshal Amar Preet 
Singh, traveled to Sri Lanka 
for a three-day official tour. 
During his visit, he met with 
top Sri Lankan defense offi-
cials to discuss security co-
operation and paid tribute 
to fallen soldiers at the In-
dian Peace Keeping Force 
monument.

Both the recent air force 
visit and the arrival of INS 
Airavat show how closely the 
two neighboring nations are 
working together. These fre-
quent exchanges help ensure 
peace, safety, and stronger 
defense ties across the Indian 
Ocean region.

I hitherto known as 
GOVINDAPPA 

S/O SHIVAPPA, R/o- 
Parasuramadevarakote 

Dharampura Chitradurga Hiriyur 
Karnataka- 577546, have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 
known as GOPI.

NAME CHANGE

Separatists move 
base from Canada 

to Azerbaijan
NEW DELHI

Following a political leader-
ship change in Canada, pro-
Khalistan separatist groups 
are shifting their operations to 
Azerbaijan to escape growing 
international pressure, intelli-
gence sources revealed.

Under Canada's new Prime 
Minister, Mark Carney, both 
India and Canada now view 
Khalistani extremism as a 
shared national security 
threat. This has forced these 
organizations to abandon their 
traditional safe havens in 
Western nations and seek new 
international platforms to 
keep their movement alive.

Security officials have 
traced this new base to the 
Baku Initiative Group (BIG), 
a think tank backed by the 
Azerbaijani government. 
Originally formed to counter 
French colonialism, BIG has 
recently started hosting large 
conferences focused on an-
ti-India narratives. Notable 
events in Baku have drawn 
global separatist leaders and 
even a Pakistani provincial 
minister, who openly honored 
deceased figures linked to ter-
rorism.

Experts from Disinfo Lab, 

research group tracking infor-
mation warfare, point out that 
Azerbaijan has almost no 
Sikh population. They suggest 
the sudden focus on this issue 
points to a broader, state-
backed political agenda driv-
en by an emerging alliance 
between Pakistan, Azerbaijan, 
and Turkey. Intelligence offi-
cials believe Pakistan is ac-
tively coordinating this strat-
egy to help separate groups 
reshape their image from vio-
lent extremists into human 
rights activists.

Indian authorities warn that 
Azerbaijan may be repeating 
the mistakes of Western na-
tions. Officials emphasize that 
these networks often start 
with political narratives but 
eventually introduce orga-
nized crime, including narcot-
ics and extortion, into the host 
countries they infiltrate.

Pro-Khalistan groups are 
shifting operations from 
Canada to Azerbaijan, 
backed by a Pak-linked 

alliance, prompting 
Indian warnings about 
emerging transnational 
security and organized 

crime threats.

President Lee Jae-myung pledged cooperation with newly elected local 
leaders after mixed election results and widespread ballot shortages.

PREZ LEE HUMBLY ACCEPTS 
LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS

SEOUL
 

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung announced that he 
will humbly accept the public 
sentiment shown in the coun-
try’s recent local elections. 
He promised to work closely 
with all newly elected local 
leaders, regardless of their  
political parties. 

The statement came after a 
major voting day where Presi-
dent Lee’s ruling Democratic 
Party won most of the avail-
able seats across the nation. 

However, the victory was 
mixed, as the party failed to 
win the highly prized race for 
mayor of Seoul. On a positive 
note for the ruling party, they 
managed to win the mayoral 
race in Busan, which is tradi-
t iona l ly  a  conserva t ive 
stronghold. 

President Lee emphasized 
that despite fierce political ri-
valries during the campaign, all 
parties must now act as part-
ners to protect the public and 
build a better future. He urged 
political leaders to unite to im-

prove the daily lives of citizens 
and promote national unity. 

The election was also 
marked by an unusual contro-
versy involving a severe short-
age of ballot papers at several 
voting locations in Seoul. This 
shortage sparked angry protests, 
with some citizens blocking 
polling stations and demanding 
a revote due to fraud concerns. 
President Lee offered a rare crit-
icism of the National Election 
Commission, calling the mis-
take unacceptable for a demo-
cratic nation. 

N. Korea’s Kim Jong Un inspects new nuclear plant
SEOUL

 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un visited a newly com-
pleted nuclear material pro-
duction facility, promising to 
expand the country’s atomic 
weapons arsenal at an expo-
nential rate.

Accompanied by top ruling 
party officials, Kim reviewed 
the facility to give special op-
erational guidelines to his 
military commanders and sci-
entists. State media reports 
withheld the exact location of 
the new site. 

Experts believe North Ko-

rea already operates uranium 
enrichment plants in Yongby-
on, Kusong, and Kangson, 
making this potentially a 
fourth hidden location.

During a special high-level 
meeting at the plant, Kim 
claimed that the nation’s ca-
pacity to produce weap-

ons-grade nuclear material 
has more than doubled over 
the last five years. 

He praised local scientists 
for the achievement, call-
ing the opening of the fa-
cility a historic milestone 
in upgrading national de-
fense capabilities. 

Migrants flee into mountains 
amid S. African violence

KLEINMOND
 

A sudden surge of anti-immi-
grant violence across South 
Africa’s Western Cape Prov-
ince has forced hundreds of 
African migrants to abandon 
their homes and flee for sur-
vival into nearby mountains. 

The targeted harassment in-
tensified over the weekend 
when angry mobs began con-
ducting hostile, door-to-door 
searches in multiple coastal 
towns. Armed with sticks and 
knives, the protesters ordered 
foreign nationals to leave the 
country immediately. 

In response to the imminent 
danger, many immigrants 
from Mozambique and Mala-

wi spent terrifying nights hid-
ing in the woods and sand 
dunes before seeking refuge 
in local community centers. 

The Mozambican govern-
ment reported that five of its 
citizens were recently killed 
during related xenophobic at-
tacks in the nearby town of 
Mossel Bay, where dozens of 
homes were burned down. 

Currently, around 100 dis-
placed people are sheltering 
inside the Kleinmond town 
hall. Local officials noted that 
while many of the targeted 
families are residing in the 
country legally, they are now 
too traumatized to stay and 
are requesting emergency 
evacuation assistance. 

Indian Ambassador Doraiswami 
meets Afghan envoy in Beijing

BEIJING
 

Indian and Afghan officials 
met in China this week to dis-
cuss expanding cooperation 
and  s t r eng then ing  the 
long-standing civilizational 
ties between the two neigh-
boring countries.

The high-level meeting 
took place in Beijing between 
India’s Ambassador Vikram 
Doraiswami and the Afghan 
envoy to China, Asadullah Bi-
lal Karimi. According to re-
ports, both diplomats shared 
positive views on their shared 
history and welcomed ongoing 
efforts to deepen partnership in 
areas of mutual interest.

The diplomatic talks follow 
a series of humanitarian ef-
forts by New Delhi to assist 
the Afghan people. Just last 
month, India sent 20 tonnes of 
critical raw materials for vac-
cines to support Afghanistan’s 
child immunization program. 
India has also consistently de-
livered emergency disaster 
relief, including hygiene kits, 
blankets, and temporary shel-
ters, to help families affected 
by recent floods and earth-
quakes.

The meeting also comes 
amid heightened regional ten-
sions. At a recent United Na-
tions session, India strongly 
criticized Pakistan for con-

ducting airstrikes that hit a 
medical facility in Kabul, re-
sulting in civilian deaths. In-
dian representatives at the UN 
condemned the cross-border 
violence and reaffirmed In-
dia's solidarity with Afghani-
stan during difficult times.

While political dynamics in 
the region remain complex, 
this latest meeting in Beijing 
highlights India’s continued 
commitment to engaging with 
Afghanistan. By focusing on 
humanitarian aid, health sup-
port, and diplomatic dialogue, 
both nations are working to 
keep their historical relation-
ship active and stable for the 
future.

Migrants flee into mountains 
amid S. African violence

KLEINMOND
 

A sudden surge of anti-immi-
grant violence across South 
Africa’s Western Cape Prov-
ince has forced hundreds of 
African migrants to abandon 
their homes and flee for sur-
vival into nearby mountains. 

The targeted harassment in-
tensified over the weekend 
when angry mobs began con-
ducting hostile, door-to-door 
searches in multiple coastal 
towns. Armed with sticks and 
knives, the protesters ordered 
foreign nationals to leave the 
country immediately. 

In response to the imminent 
danger, many immigrants 
from Mozambique and Mala-
wi spent terrifying nights hid-
ing in the woods and sand 
dunes before seeking refuge 
in local community centers. 

The Mozambican govern-

ment reported that five of its 
citizens were recently killed 
during related xenophobic at-
tacks in the nearby town of 
Mossel Bay, where dozens of 
homes were burned down. 

Currently, around 100 dis-
placed people are sheltering 
inside the Kleinmond town 
hall. Local officials noted that 
while many of the targeted 
families are residing in the 
country legally, they are now 
too traumatized to stay and 
are requesting emergency 
evacuation assistance. 

Xenophobic violence re-
mains a critical, recurring is-
sue in South Africa. Local 
politicians frequently blame 
foreign workers for deep-seat-
ed economic struggles, in-
cluding high unemployment 
and rising crime rates, to se-
cure populist votes ahead of 
upcoming elections. 

Missing Sherpa 
survives a week 

without food, 
oxygen

KATHMANDU
 

A veteran Nepali Sherpa 
guide has been miraculously 
rescued from Mount Everest 
after surviving nearly a week 
alone on the frozen slopes 
without food, water, or sup-
plemental oxygen.

Dawa Sherpa, 52, went 
missing on May 29 while de-
scending between Camp III 
and Camp IV after a failed 
summit attempt with a Polish 
client. While the client safely 
returned to base camp, it re-
mains unclear how the two 
became separated. They were 
among the last remaining 
teams on the world’s highest 
peak as the treacherous spring 
climbing season officially 
came to a close.

Israeli strikes 
continue despite 
Lebanon truce

JERUSALEM
 

Israel launched fresh mili-
tary strikes in southern Leb-
anon, just hours after Wash-
ington announced a newly 
negotiated ceasefire agree-
ment between the two neigh-
boring nations. 

The US-brokered deal re-
quires the Iran-backed mili-
tant group Hezbollah to com-
pletely stop its attacks and 
withdraw all fighters from the 
southern region. 

While Lebanese diplomats 
called the agreement historic, 
Hezbollah was not a direct 
party to the Washington talks 
and has yet to comment on 
the truce. 
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Indian batting icon Virat 
Kohli has been ruled out 
of the upcoming three-
match One-Day Interna-
tional series against Af-
ghanistan after suffering a 
hamstring injury, dealing 
a significant setback to the 
hosts ahead of the series 
beginning on June 13.

A Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 

source confirmed that 
Kohli will miss the entire 

series due to the injury. The 
matches are scheduled to be 
played in Dharamsala on June 
13, Lucknow on June 17, and 
Chennai on June 20.

The 37-year-old recently 
enjoyed one of the finest sea-
sons of his career in the Indi-

an Premier League, guiding 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
to a second successive title. 
Kohli finished the tournament 
with 675 runs, including a 
century and five half-centu-
ries, and struck the winning 
runs in the final against Guja-
rat Titans.

Having retired from T20 
Internationals and Test crick-
et, Kohli is now focused sole-
ly on the ODI format. Despite 
reducing his international 
workload, he remains one of 
the sport’s biggest attractions 
and rarely misses matches due 
to injury because of his re-
nowned fitness standards.

His absence is expected to 
reduce the spotlight on the 
Afghanistan series, which 
would have provided fans an-
other opportunity to watch 

one of India’s greatest batters 
in action.

Meanwhile, there is also 
uncertainty surrounding the 
availability of India captain 
Rohit Sharma. Rohit was in-
cluded in the squad subject to 
fitness after battling a ham-
string issue during the IPL 
season.

The fitness of both Kohli 
and Rohit continues to be 
closely monitored as India be-
gins preparations for the 2027 
ICC ODI World Cup in South 
Africa. Since retiring from 
Test cricket last year, specula-
tion has persisted over how 
long the veteran duo will con-
tinue in the 50-over format. 
India's selectors are expected 
to assess Kohli’s recovery be-
fore finalising plans for future 
international assignments.

Kohli ruled out of 
Afghanistan ODIs 

with hamstring injury
INDIA STAR'S ABSENCE DEALS MAJOR BLOW 

AHEAD OF AFGHANISTAN SERIES OPENER

SYDNEY

Australia captain Pat Cummins has indicated 
that he could skip the 2027 Indian Premier 
League season as he prepares for a demanding 
international calendar that includes the Ashes, 
the ICC World Test Championship cycle and 
the 2027 ODI World Cup.

Cummins returned home after representing 
Sunrisers Hyderabad during the latter stages of 
the IPL season, which ended with the team’s 
elimination in the playoffs. The fast bowler is 
now focused on recovering and preparing for 
Australia’s upcoming home Test series against 
Bangladesh in August.

The Australian skipper faces a gruelling 
schedule over the next 18 months, with the 
team set to play 21 Tests in a 12-month period. 
The fixtures include challenging away series 
against South Africa, India and England, all of 
which will be crucial in the race for a place in 
the next World Test Championship final.

Speaking about his future plans, Cummins 
suggested that participation in the IPL could 
become difficult amid such a demanding work-
load. He stressed that Test cricket and the 2027 
ODI World Cup remain his top priorities and 
hinted that a break before the Ashes in England 
may be necessary.

Australia have not won an Ashes series in 
England since 2021 and are expected to place 
significant emphasis on reclaiming the urn. 
Cummins noted that a lengthy Test series in 
India before the Ashes could leave him need-
ing additional rest.

The workload of Australia’s experienced 

pace trio — Cum-
mins, Mitchell Starc 
and Josh Hazlewood 
— is also expected to 
be managed carefully. 
Team management 
c o u l d  r o t a t e 
b o w l e r s 

during a home Test series against New Zealand 
and other assignments to keep them fresh for 
major tournaments and marquee series.

Despite the challenges ahead, Cummins said 
he was feeling refreshed after recent injury 
setbacks and remained excited about the op-
portunities that lie ahead. He described the 
next 18 months as a potentially rewarding pe-
riod for Australian cricket as the team targets 
success across formats.

Cummins may skip IPL 2027 
to prioritise Ashes and WC

Australia captain eyes workload 
management ahead of  packed 
international schedule ahead

Over 1,300 cricketers enter auction pool for Telangana’s franchise league

Siraj, Tilak set to headline inaugural 
TG20 player auction in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad cricket frater-
nity is gearing up for a land-
mark moment as the inaugural 
TG20 Player Auction is 
scheduled to be held on June 
7, paving the way for Telan-
gana’s  f i r s t -ever  f ran-
chise-based T20 cricket 
league.

Organised by the Hyder-
abad Cricket Association, the 
auction will take place at the 
Princess Convention Centre 
in Ramoji Film City and 
marks a major step towards 
the launch of the TG20 
league, which is set to begin 
on June 21.

More than 1,300 HCA-reg-
istered cricketers will go un-
der the hammer as eight fran-
chises assemble their squads 
for the tournament. The auc-
tion pool will be led by Telan-
gana’s international stars Mo-
hammed Siraj and Tilak Var-
ma, who are expected to at-
tract intense bidding from 
team owners.

Several established domes-
tic players, including Rohit 
Rayudu, Rahul Buddhi, CV 
Milind and Tanmay Agarwal, 
are also part of the auction 
pool. Emerging talents such 

as India Under-19 player Aar-
on George and members of 
Telangana’s Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy-winning squad will 
further add depth to the com-
petition.

The inaugural edition of 
TG20 will feature eight teams 
— Hyderabad e-Champions, 
Pranava Ranga Reddy Risers, 
Warangal Warriors, Medak 
Falcons, Anurag Nalgonda 
Knights, Karimnagar Dia-
monds, Palamuru Strikers and 
Anvita Khammam Aces.

Each franchise will have a 
purse of ₹60 lakh and will be 
required to spend at least ₹54 
lakh while building squads of 
up to 20 players. In a move 
aimed at promoting cricket 

across the state, every team 
must include a minimum of 
four district players in its 
squad, with at least two dis-
trict cricketers featuring in the 
playing XI.

Former India cricketer Am-
bati Rayudu, who chairs the 
HCA Cricket Operations 
Committee, played a key role 
in organising player trials and 
talent identification pro-
grammes.

The auction will be con-
ducted by renowned sports 
presenter Charu Sharma and 
streamed live on JioHotstar, 
allowing cricket fans to wit-
ness the formation of Telan-
gana’s newest cricketing 
spectacle.

Mourinho poised for Real Madrid 
return if Perez wins club election

MADRID

Veteran football manager José 
Mourinho has indicated his 
willingness to return to Real 
Madrid should club president 
Florentino Pérez secure re-
election in the upcoming pres-
idential vote.

The development emerged 
through a brief campaign video 
shared on the official Insta-
gram account of Pérez’s reelec-
tion campaign. In the clip, 
Mourinho appeared wearing a 
Real Madrid shirt and respond-
ed with a simple “Yes” when 
asked about a potential return 
to the Santiago Bernabéu.

The announcement generat-
ed significant attention as it 
was released almost simulta-
neously with rival presidential 
candidate Enrique Riquelme 
preparing to unveil a major 
signing during a television ap-
pearance.

If  Pérez is reelected, 
Mourinho would make a sen-
sational return to Real Madrid 
13 years after leaving the club 
in 2013. The Portuguese 
coach first took charge of Los 
Blancos in 2010 and spent 
three seasons at the Spanish 
giants.

During his first spell in Ma-
drid, Mourinho guided the 
club to several major honours, 
including the 2011-12 La Liga 
title, the Copa del Rey and the 
Spanish Super Cup. His ten-

ure was marked by intense 
rivalry with Barcelona and a 
fierce competitive spirit that 
helped Real Madrid challenge 
domestic and European rivals.

A potential reunion comes 
at a crucial moment for the 
club. Real Madrid have en-
dured two consecutive sea-
sons without winning a major 
trophy, increasing pressure on 
the club hierarchy to deliver a 
fresh direction and restore 
success.

While Mourinho remains 
one of football’s most deco-
rated and high-profile manag-
ers, his possible appointment 
would be viewed as a bold 
move by Pérez. The Portu-
guese coach has often divided 
opinion due to his outspoken 
style and demanding ap-
proach, but his track record of 
winning trophies continues to 
command respect across the 
football world. 

Sports Ministry 
begins process to 
set up National 
Sports Tribunal

NEW DELHI

The Union Sports Ministry has 
initiated the process of estab-
lishing the National Sports 
Tribunal (NST), a long-await-
ed body aimed at ensuring 
faster and more effective reso-
lution of sports-related dis-
putes in India.

In a notification issued, the 
ministry invited applications 
for two positions in the tribu-
nal and fixed June 18 as the 
deadline for submissions. The 
tribunal will be headquartered 
in New Delhi and is expected 
to play a crucial role in han-
dling disputes related to sports 
governance, administration, 
athlete selection and elections 
within National Sports Feder-
ations.

According to the ministry, 
e l - igible candidates 

should be persons 
of  eminence 
with extensive 
knowledge and 
experience in 
sports, public 

administration 
and law. The selec-

tion process will be overseen 
by a Search-cum-Selection 
Committee headed by either 
the Chief Justice of India or a 
Supreme Court judge nomi-
nated by the Chief Justice.

The committee will also in-
clude the Sports Secretary and 
the Secretary in the Ministry 
of Law and Justice. Applica-
tions will be scrutinised based 
on qualifications, experience 
and suitability, following 
which shortlisted candidates 
will be invited for personal in-
teraction before final recom-
mendations are made.

The tribunal is expected to 
significantly reduce the burden 
on civi l  courts ,  where 
sports-related litigation often 
remains pending for years. Ac-
cording to Sports Ministry es-
timates, more than 350 cases 
involving athlete selection, 
federation elections and ad-
ministrative disputes are cur-
rently being heard in courts 
across the country.

Sabalenka says 
she wanted to quit 
tennis after French 

Open collapse

PARIS

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka admitted she 
felt like quitting tennis after suffering a 
dramatic collapse in her French Open quar-
terfinal against Russia’s Diana Shnaider.

Sabalenka squandered a commanding po-
sition before losing 3-6, 7-5, 6-0 at French 
Open, ending her hopes of winning a maid-
en Roland Garros title. The Belarusian ap-
peared in complete control after taking the 
first set and building a 4-1 lead in the sec-
ond. She was also just two points away 
from victory while serving for the match at 
5-4. However, the momentum shifted dra-
matically as Shnaider mounted a remarkable 
comeback. Sabalenka lost 12 of the final 13 
games, struggling with unforced errors and 
growing frustration in windy conditions on 
Court Philippe-Chatrier. Following the de-
feat, an emotional Sabalenka admitted the 
loss had left her mentally drained.

“Just want to quit tennis right now,” she 
told reporters, before adding that she hoped 
to recover mentally in the coming days.

The defeat drew comparisons with Sa-
balenka’s loss to Coco Gauff in last year's 
French Open final, where she also won the 
opening set before losing control of the 
match amid a series of costly mistakes.

Shnaider, competing in her first Grand 
Slam quarterfinal, remained composed 
throughout the comeback and said she fo-
cused only on playing one point at a time 
against the tournament favourite. The upset 
continued a trend of surprise results at this 
year's French Open. Defending champion 
Coco Gauff and four-time winner Iga Swi-
atek had already been eliminated earlier in 
the tournament, while several top men's 
contenders also exited unexpectedly.

SC disposes WFI plea against Vinesh 
Phogat trial participation as infructuous

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day disposed of a petition 
filed by the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India challenging a 
Delhi High Court order that 
allowed wrestler Vinesh 
Phogat to participate in selec-
tion trials for the 2026 Asian 
Games, holding that the mat-
ter had become infructuous 
due to subsequent develop-
ments.

A bench comprising Justices 
P. S. Narasimha and Aravind 
Kumar observed that the issue 
no longer required adjudica-
tion as the selection trials had 
already taken place and Phogat 
had participated in them.

The court clarified that it 
was not endorsing or reiterat-
ing the findings and observa-
tions made by the Delhi High 
Court while passing its earlier 
order. It also stated that all le-
gal questions arising from the 
dispute were being left open 
for consideration in future 
proceedings.

During the hearing, senior 
advocate D.N. Goburdhun, 
appearing for the WFI, in-
formed the bench that Phogat 
had been permitted to partici-
pate in the trials but was un-
successful in securing selec-
tion. He further argued that 
certain observations made by 
the High Court regarding de-
cisions of the federation, in-
cluding references to alleged 
mala fide conduct, should not 
remain on record as the mat-
ter was still pending before a 

single-judge bench.
The Supreme Court, how-

ever, declined to examine 
those observations at this 
stage and reiterated that the 
federation’s appeal had effec-
tively lost relevance follow-
ing the completion of the se-
lection process.

The legal dispute stemmed 
from a Delhi High Court or-
der dated May 22, which per-
mitted Phogat to participate in 
the selection trials despite 
objections raised by the feder-
ation. Subsequently, on May 
29, the Supreme Court had 
also allowed the wrestler to 
take part in the trials conduct-
ed on May 30 and 31 for the 
upcoming Asian Games.

With the trials concluded 
and the selection process 
completed, the apex court 
ruled that the WFI’s challenge 
no longer survived for consid-
eration and formally disposed 
of the plea, while keeping all 
related legal issues open for 
future adjudication if re-
quired.

Sudharsan, Padikkal in race for India’s crucial No. 3 Test spot
MULLANPUR

India’s search for a long-term 
No. 3 batter in Test cricket 
appears to have narrowed to a 
two-way contest between Sai 
Sudharsan and Devdutt Pa-
dikkal ahead of the one-off 
Test against Afghanistan, with 
assistant coach Ryan ten 
Doeschate promising that 
whoever gets the role will be 
given an extended run in the 
position.

The No. 3 slot has remained 
one of the biggest challenges 
for India since the departure of 

former mainstay Cheteshwar 
Pujara. Attempts to fill the va-
cancy have produced mixed 
results, including a stint by 
current Test captain Shubman 
Gill, who scored 972 runs in 
16 matches at the position be-
fore moving to No. 4.

With Gill settled lower 
down the order, the team 

management is now looking 
to establish a permanent solu-
tion at first drop as India be-
gin a new World Test Cham-
pionship cycle.

Padikkal enters the contest 
in outstanding form following 
a prolific domestic season and 
an impressive IPL campaign. 
The left-hander amassed 543 
runs at an average above 60 in 
the Ranji Trophy and followed 
it up with strong performances 
in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy. He also played a key role 
in Royal Challengers Bengal-
uru retaining the IPL title, 

scoring 464 runs and striking 
at over 168.

Sudharsan, meanwhile, has 
strengthened his credentials 
with a remarkable IPL season 
for Gujarat Titans. The stylish 
left-hander accumulated 722 
runs in 17 matches, including 
a century and eight half-centu-
ries, while also impressing in 
domestic cricket for Tamil 
Nadu. Addressing the media, 
Ten Doeschate acknowledged 
that frequent changes at No. 3 
had not helped India's batting 
stability and stressed the need 
for continuity.
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India expands E85 fuel network to promote clean mobility
NEW DELHI

India is set to significantly ex-
pand its ethanol-based fuel 
infrastructure, with plans to 
roll out up to 5,000 E85 fuel 
dispensing stations by the end 
of 2027, Union Petroleum 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
announced on Thursday.

As part of the initial phase, 
the government will establish 
around 100 E85 fuel stations 
across major urban corridors, 
including the National Capital 
Region, Mumbai, Pune and 
Nagpur. The move is aimed at 
encouraging the adoption of 

flex-fuel vehicles and reducing 
dependence on conventional 
fossil fuels.

Speaking at the launch of 
the Maruti Suzuki WagonR 
Flex Fuel, Puri said E85, a 
blend containing up to 85 per 
cent ethanol, has been desig-
nated as the mono-fuel stan-

dard for flex-fuel vehicles un-
der Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards specifications. He added 
that the fuel is being promoted 
as one of the cleanest mobility 
options, even when compared 
with electric vehicles in cer-
tain lifecycle assessments.

The expansion will be car-
ried out in phases, with the nu 
mber of dispensing stations ex 
pected to rise to 500 by Decem 
ber 2026 before reaching 5,000 
outlets by 2027. The initiative 
is part of India’s broader strate-
gy to diversify its energy sourc-
es and reduce import depen-
dence.

Puri highlighted the econom-
ic and environmental benefits 
of flex-fuel adoption, stat ing 
that a 50 per cent shift in new 
vehicle sales to flex-fuel mod-
els could generate significant 
ethanol demand. This, in turn, 
could increase farmer in comes 
by nearly Rs 12,403 crore and 
reduce carbon emissions by 
over 66 lakh metric tonnes.

The minister also empha-
sised the role of farmers in In-
dia’s energy transition, noting 
that increased ethanol produc-
tion would provide them with 
a new and sustainable income 
stream, effectively transform-

ing them into contributors to 
the energy sector.

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari, 
who also attended the event, 
expressed optimism that more 
automobile manufacturers wou 
ld enter the flex-fuel segment 
as India accelerates its shift 
towards cleaner transportation 
solutions. The government 
said the E85 rollout comes at a 
time of volatile global crude 
oil prices, driven by geopoliti-
cal tensions, making alterna-
tive fuels an important part of 
India’s long-term energy secu-
rity strategy.

ETHANOL FUEL ROLLOUT

QUICK READ

Vanguard slashes Ola 
Consumer valuation 

amid challenges

Midcaps lead profit 
growth amid market 

volatility

India to operationalise 
three more major  

FTAs soon

CH NEWS, New Delhi
Ola Consumer, formerly 
Ola Cabs, has suffered a 

dramatic valuation decline 
after Vanguard marked 
down parent company 

ANI Technologies to just 
$70 million, compared 

with its peak valuation of 
$7.3 billion. The reduction 
reflects mounting pressu 
res from stronger compe-
tition in India’s ride-hailing 
market, particularly from 
Rapido and Uber. During 
FY25, ANI Technologies 
reported revenue of Rs 

1,171 crore, down 42 perce 
nt, while net losses widen 
ed to Rs 662.4 crore. The 
company also faced a cre 
dit rating downgrade from 
Moody’s, which cited weak 
performance and liquidity 

concerns. 

CH NEWS, New Delhi
Indian companies delivere 
d strong earnings growth 
in FY26 despite volatility 
in global energy markets, 

according to an Emkay 
Global Financial Services 
report. BSE 500 firms re-
ported aggregate profit 

after tax growth of nearly 
14 percent year-on-year in 

the fourth quarter, sup-
ported by healthy revenue 

expansion and resilient 
balance sheets. Revenue 
growth for non-financial 

companies accelerated to 
12.3 percent, while earn-
ings quality remained ro-

bust despite a slight 
moderation in EBITDA ma 
rgins. Nearly 59 percent of 
companies posted profit 
growth above 10 percent. 

CH NEWS, Mumbai
Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal on 
Thursday said India is ac-
celerating its global trade 
expansion strategy, with 
the Oman Free Trade Agr 
eement already coming 

into effect from June 1. He 
added that another two 
to three significant free 

trade agreements are ex-
pected to become opera-

tional over the next six 
months. The upcoming 

FTAs are aimed at 
strengthening India’s in-

ternational trade partner-
ships, improving market 

access for domestic busi-
nesses, and boosting ex-
ports across key sectors. 

Goyal highlighted that 
these agreements will su 
pport economic growth, 
enhance competitive-

ness, and create new op-
portunities for Indian in-

dustries in global markets 
as the country continues 

to deepen its engage-
ment with major trading 

partners worldwide.

NEW DELHI

India and South Africa have 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to strengthening economic, stra 
tegic and diplomatic ties fol-
lowing a high-level visit to 
New Delhi by South African 
Deputy President Paul Masha 
tile. The visit comes at a time 
of global economic uncertainty 
and reflects the growing im-
portance of cooperation be-
tween developing nations.

Mashatile led a senior South 
African delegation and held a 
series of meetings with top In-
dian leaders. He was received 
by Joint Secretary for East and 
Southern Africa Janesh Kain 

and paid a courtesy call on Pre 
India, South Africa Renew 
Strategic Economic Partner-
ship Drives ident Droupadi 
Murmu. The Deputy President 
also held bilateral talks with 
Vice President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan and External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar to 
explore avenues for expanding 
trade, investment and diplo-
matic engagement.

The discussions focused on 
enhancing collaboration in key 
sectors including information 
technology, mining, infrastruc-
ture, automotive manufactur-
ing, pharmaceuticals, agricul-
ture and heavy machinery. In-
dia has emerged as a signifi-

cant investor in South Africa, 
with investments estimated at 
around $10 billion. More than 
150 Indian companies operate 
in the country, contributing to 
economic growth and job cre-
ation.

Business leaders highlighted 
the role of the India Business 

Forum in promoting commer-
cial partnerships. The forum 
supports investments exceed-
ing R50 billion and provides 
employment to more than 
22,000 South Africans. It con-
tinues to serve as an important 
platform for fostering business 
cooperation and facilitating in-
vestment opportunities.

A major focus of the visit 
was increasing cooperation in 
critical minerals and manufac-
turing. South Africa emphasiz 
ed beneficiation-led investmen 
ts involving platinum group met 
als, manganese and vanadium. 
Opportunities in pharmaceuti-
cals and renewable energy tech-
nologies were also discuss ed as 

both countries seek to diversify 
and strengthen supply chains.

The two sides further ex-
plored the proposed South Afri-
ca–India SMME Industrial 
Linkage Programme, aimed at 
supporting small and medium 
enterprises through greater sup-
ply-chain integration, co-pro-
duction and market access. The 
initiative is expected to enhance 
industrial collaboration and cre-
ate new opportunities for busi-
nesses in both nations. The  
visit signals a renewed determi-
nation by India and South Afri-
ca to deepen their strategic  
partnership and advance mutu-
ally beneficial economic devel-
opment.

SA Dy President Mashatile’s India visit underscored efforts to expand bilateral trade, investment and strategic cooperation

India, South Africa renew strategic 
economic partnership drive

NEW DELHI

India’s steel sector continued 
its upward momentum in May 
2026, with crude steel pro-
duction rising 2.9 per cent 
year-on-year to 14.21 million 
tonnes, reflecting sustained 
demand across key sectors of 
the economy.

According to data released 
by the Ministry of Steel, hot 
metal production increased by 
2.0 per cent during the month, 
while pig iron output reached 
0.77 million tonnes, register-
ing a growth of 1.1 per cent 
compared to May last year.

Finished steel production 
recorded stronger growth, 
climbing 7.7 per cent year-on-
year to 13.94 million tonnes. 
Domestic consumption also 
remained robust, reaching 
14.33 million tonnes in May, 
an increase of 9.0 per cent 
over the corresponding month 
of the previous year. The 
growth was largely driven by 
continued activity in con-
struction, infrastructure devel-
opment and manufacturing 
industries.

For the April-May period of 
the current financial year, 

crude steel production stood 
at 28.04 million tonnes, up 
2.7 per cent from 27.30 mil-
lion tonnes produced during 
the same period in 2025. Hot 
metal production also rose by 
2.7 per cent, while pig iron 
output increased marginally to 
1.50 million tonnes.

Finished steel production 
during April-May reached 
27.36 million tonnes, marking 
a 6.4 per cent increase over 
the corresponding period last 
year. Consumption matched 
production at 27.36 million 
tonnes, recording an 8.7 per 
cent rise, highlighting strong 
domestic demand.

Trade figures showed steel 
imports at 0.69 million tonnes 
and exports at 0.51 million 
tonnes in May. Imports surged 
62.5 per cent year-on-year, 
while exports grew 29.9 per 
cent. During April-May, im-
ports totalled 1.37 million 

tonnes and exports 0.98 mil-
lion tonnes, making India a 
net steel importer during the 
period.

India’s total crude steel-
making capacity reached ap-
proximately 220 million 
tonnes per annum in FY2025-
26, keeping the industry on 
course to achieve the National 
Steel Policy target of 300 mil-
lion tonnes per annum by 
2030. Capacity expansion 
plans gained momentum with 
SAIL approving the expan-
sion of its Bhilai Steel Plant 
and JSW Steel beginning con-
struction of its large integrat-
ed steel project at Paradip in 
Odisha.

The government also high-
lighted progress under the 
Green Steel Initiative, with 94 
producers across 15 states re-
ceiving green steel certificates 
by the end of May.

India’s steel industry 
maintained steady 

growth in May, supported 
by strong demand from 
infrastructure, construc 
tion and manufacturing.

India steel output rises as 
demand remains strong

NEW DELHI

The Centre has significantly 
enhanced the financial powers 
of the armed forces, a move 
aimed at accelerating defence 
procurement, improving oper-
a t iona l  e ff ic iency  and 
strengthening military readi-
ness. The revised framework 
is expected to facilitate pro-
curement worth over Rs 1.25 
lakh crore through the reve-
nue route, aligning with cur-
rent defence budget alloca-
tions.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh unveiled the revised 
Delegation of Financial Pow-
ers for the Defence Services 
in New Delhi on Thursday. 
The updated structure covers 
procurement, medical ser-
vices and works projects, 
while introducing measures 
designed to speed up deci-
sion-making and project exe-
cution across the military.

Under the revised norms, 
financial powers delegated to 
various authorities within the 
armed forces have been in-
creased by up to 100 per cent 
and, in some cases, more than 
doubled. The enhancement is 
expected to provide field 
commanders with greater au-
tonomy to address operational 
requirements and conclude 

contracts more quickly.
The Ministry of Defence 

stated that the changes would 
strengthen operational effec-
tiveness by reducing proce-
dural delays and enabling 
faster implementation of crit-
ical projects. The move is par-
ticularly significant as the 
armed forces continue to 
modernize capabilities amid 
evolving security challenges.

A major feature of the re-
vised framework is the sub-
stantial increase in financial 
authority for indigenization 
initiatives and research and 
development activities. These 
powers have been doubled to 
support the government’s Aat-
manirbhar Bharat vision in 
defence manufacturing and 
reduce dependence on foreign 
original equipment manufac-
turers.

The government has also 
increased the financial ceiling 
for urgent operational require-
ments by 100 per cent. En-

hanced special financial pow-
ers have been granted to 
Army, Air Force and Navy 
commanders, enabling quick-
er responses to emerging op-
erational needs.

In another important re-
form, new provisions have 
been introduced to encourage 
joint-service procurement. 
Lead services will now be 
able to undertake purchases 
with higher delegated author-
ity, promoting efficiency and 
better coordination among the 
three armed forces.

According to the Defence 
Ministry, the previous finan-
cial powers framework was 
notified in 2021. The latest 
revision was considered nec-
essary due to expanding force 
requirements, rising opera-
tional expenditure and in-
creased defence budget allo-
cations, ensuring that procure-
ment and sustenance activities 
keep pace with evolving mil-
itary demands.

The government has expanded financial powers for defence forces, enabling 
faster procurement, improved operational readiness and efficiency.

Defence procurement powers 
enhanced for modernisation

NEW DELHI

More than 700 employees of 
Pune-based IT firm ThynkTech 
India have been left jobless 
following the company’s sud-
den closure, with police arrest-
ing its CEO as part of an ongo-
ing investigation into alleged 
financial misconduct and 
cheating.

The company, located in 
Pune’s Hinjewadi IT hub, re-
por tedly ceased operations 
without prior notice, leaving 
employees locked out of offic-
es and strugg ling to recover 
unpaid salaries, stipends and 
security deposits. The abrupt 
shutdown has spar ked wide-
spread concern among workers 
and intensified scrutiny of the 
firm’s financial practices. Ac-
cording to police officials, 
CEO Harshal Thakre has been 
arrested in connection with the 
case. 

ThynkTech closure 
leaves hundreds 

jobless amid probe

SEOUL

South Korean business leader 
Chey Tae-won has intensified 
efforts to expand ar tificial intel-
ligence collaborations with glo 
bal tech nology firms, as Nvidia 
chief executive Jensen Hu ang 
prepares for a high-profile visit 
to Seoul, according to a report.

The discussions are focu sed 
on strengthening partnerships in 
semiconductors, AI infrastruc-
ture, and advanced computing, 
areas where NVI DIA has be-
come a dominant global player 
and South Korean conglomer-
ates are seeking deeper inte gra-

tion into next-generation supply 
chains. Chey’s push ali gns with 
South Korea’s broader strategy 
to position itself as a key hub in 
AI semiconductor manufactur-
ing, leveraging com pani es 
such as SK Group and Samsung 
to compete with global rivals in 
the United States and China. 
Nvidia’s upcoming Seo ul enga 
gement is expected to include 
meetings with governme nt of-
ficials and industry leaders, with 
discussions likely centered on 
AI chips, export controls, and 
expanding research cooperation 
between US and South Korean 
technology ecosystems.

Chey boosts AI ties ahead 
of Jensen visit to Seoul

NEW DELHI

India has emerged as one of the 
global leaders in workplace ar-
tificial intelligence adoption, 
with 70 per cent of frontline AI 
users saving at least one full 
workday every week, according 
to a report released by Boston 
Consulting Group (BCG).

The findings highlight how 
AI tools are reshaping produc-
tivity and work patterns across 
Indian organisations. The report 
noted that 96 per cent of re-
spondents in India said AI has 
already changed skill expecta-
tions at work, the highest figure 
among all surveyed markets.

India also recorded the high-
est level of AI-driven job satisfa 
ction globally, with 88 per cent 
of frontline employees report-
ing increased enjoyment and 
satisfaction after adopting AI 
tools in their daily workflows. 
The study suggests that AI is 
not only improving efficiency 
but also influencing employee 
experience in a significant way.

However, the report pointed 

out that most organisations are 
still struggling to translate AI- 
driven productivity gains into 
measurable business outcomes. 
Around 66 per cent of regular 
AI users said they receive little 
or no guidance on how to use 
the time saved for more strate-
gic or high-value tasks.

Globally, AI adoption among 
frontline workers has risen 
sharply by more than 20 per 
cent in two years, reaching 74 
per cent. India and the Middle 
East are leading this trend, 
while countries such as the 
United States, France and Italy 

are lagging behind in adoption 
rates.

The report also found that 47 
per cent of employees globally 
now spend more time managing 
and directing AI systems than 
performing tasks directly them-
selves. Additionally, 72 per cent 
of respondents said skill re-
quirements in their jobs have 
significantly changed due to AI 
integration.

In India, 86 per cent of front-
line employees believe AI 
agents could perform at least 
half of their job functions with-
in the next three years, com-
pared to a global average of 52 
per cent. This reflects both op-
timism and concern about the 
future of work.

Despite rapid adoption, the 
report warned that governance, 
oversight and accountability 
mechanisms are still not keep-
ing pace with technological de-
ployment across industries. 
Experts stressed the need for 
organisations to redesign work-
flows to fully unlock AI’s po-
tential.

India leads AI gains as workers save time
n �70% save one workday 

weekly 

n �AI boosts productivity 
and satisfaction 

n �Skills expectations 
changing across jobs 

n �India leads global AI 
adoption 

n �Governance still lagging 
behind adoption

n �India HNWI population 
grows three percent 

n �Wealth rises to $1.64 
trillion 

n �GDP growth supports 
wealth expansion 

n �Asia-Pacific leads global 
wealth growth 

n �Equity markets drive 
millionaire creation 

HNWI population rises amid wealth growth
NEW DELHI

India’s high-net-worth indi-
vidual (HNWI) population 
increased by 3 per cent year-
on-year in 2025, reaching 
nearly 3.9 lakh individuals, 
according to a report by the 
Capgemini Research Institute. 
The rise reflects steady wealth 
creation supported by strong 
economic performance and 
expanding investment oppor-
tunities.

The financial wealth of In-
dia’s HNWIs also grew by 4.6 
per cent, reaching approxi-
mately $1.64 trillion. The re-
port highlighted that India’s 
economic growth remained 
robust, with GDP expanding 
by 7.6 per cent in 2025, driv-

en by strength in manufactur-
ing and services sectors.

Globally, wealth among 
high-net-worth individuals 
rose sharply, with Asia-Pacif-
ic emerging as the fast-
est-growing region. The re-
gion recorded wealth growth 

of 10.5 per cent and popula-
tion growth of 9.4 per cent, 
underscoring its increasing 
dominance in global wealth 
creation.

India added 11,300 new mil-
lionaires during the year, while 
other major economies such as 
Japan and China saw larger ab-
solute gains. Japan added 
436,000 millionaires and China 
added 154,000, reflecting 
strong regional momentum in 
wealth expansion.

The report noted that global 
HNWI wealth reached a record 
$98.3 trillion in 2025, marking 
the largest annual increase 
since 2018. The global million-
aire population also rose by 
nearly 2 million, reaching 25.3 
million individuals.

CHCH
News That Matters

News That Matters

CITY HILIGHTS

CITY HILIGHTS



City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Immaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru – 560001 and printed at Vihaan Media #85/J, 
Industrial suburb 2nd stage, Yeshwantpur Extension,Bangalore-560022, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at  S. J. R. V. Printers,  No. 208 Plot No. 
B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad – 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008.  (RNI 

No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru  PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.

12

FRIDAY   JUNE 5, 2026

Ratna Kumar Dismisses AA23 
Shelving Rumours Indirectly

Rumours circulating on social 
media about the alleged can-
cellation of actor Allu Arjun’s 

upcoming film with director Lokesh 
Kanagaraj have been indirectly dis-

missed by writer Ratna Kumar.
The highly anticipated proj-
ect, currently being promot-
ed under the title AA23, 
recently became the sub-
ject of speculation after 
reports claimed that the 
film had been put on hold 
due to budget-related 
concerns. 

However, Ratna Ku-
mar’s latest social me-
dia post appears to 
have put those rumours 

to rest.
On June 3, marking 

four years since the re-
lease of Vikram, Ratna 

Kumar shared a post cel-
ebrating the milestone 

and reflected on the film’s success. 
While expressing gratitude to 
Lokesh Kanagaraj for allowing him 
to be part of his projects, the writer 
also mentioned that he was eagerly 
waiting for the upcoming film 
with Allu Arjun. 

H e  i n c l u d e d  t h e 
hashtag AA23 in his 
m e s s a g e ,  w h i c h 
many fans interpret-
ed as confirmation 
that the project is 
p r o g r e s s i n g  a s 
planned.

The post quickly 
gained attention on-
line and was seen as an 
indirect response to re-
ports suggesting that the film 
had been shelved. 

Fans welcomed the update, view-
ing it as a positive sign for one of 
the most awaited collaborations in 
Indian cinema.

The excitement surrounding the 
project has been high ever since its 
official announcement. 

The theme song released to intro-
duce the film generated a massive 

response across social media 
platforms. According to re-

ports, more than 3.55 
lakh reels were created 
using the theme mu-
sic on Instagram, 
making it one of the 
most popular promo-
tional tracks in re-
cent times.

The song reportedly 
set a record for gener-

ating the highest number 
of reels for a film theme 

track. With fresh indications 
that the project remains on course, 
anticipation continues to grow 
among fans eager to see Allu Arjun 
and Lokesh Kanagaraj come togeth-
er for the first time.

‘Nooru Saami’ 
Gets U/A 

Certificate Ahead 
Of Release

Director Sasi’s much-await-
ed film Nooru Saami, 

starring actor and music com-
poser Vijay Antony in the lead 
role, has received a U/A certif-
icate from the Central Board 
of Film Certification (CBFC), 
clearing the way for its theat-
rical release on June 19.

The announcement was 
made by Vijay Antony Film 
Corporation through its social 
media platform X. The pro-
duction house described the 
movie as a family-oriented 
biographical drama filled with 
strong emotions and con-
firmed that it has been certi-
fied U/A 13+. The makers 
also highlighted the film as a 
“Family Biopic.”

The shooting of Nooru Saa-
mi was completed in February 
this year. Earlier, in Novem-
ber 2025, Vijay Antony had 
shared an update from the 
film’s sets by posting a photo-
graph of himself sitting in a 
sugarcane field. At that time, 
he had announced that the 
project had entered its final 
schedule.

Director Sasi had earlier re-
vealed that the film is based 
on real-life incidents. The 
movie marks another collabo-
ration between Sasi and Vijay 
Antony after the success of 
the acclaimed film Pichaik-
karan. That film, inspired by 
a true story, became a major 
hit and later achieved cult sta-
tus among audiences.

According to Sasi, Nooru 
Saami focuses on the emo-
tional bond between a mother 
and her son. Although the title 
comes from a popular song 
featured in Pichaikkaran, the 
director clarified that the new 
film is not a sequel and has a 
completely different storyline.

Sasi has also said that the 
film features two heroes. 
Alongside Vijay Antony, a 
key role will be played by 
Ajay Dhishan, who is making 
a notable appearance in the 
project. The director de-
scribed the film as one that is 
especially close to his heart.

Arya’s ‘Ananthan Kaadu’ Set 
For June 25 Release

The makers of director Jiyen Krishnakumar’s 
much-awaited political action thriller 

Ananthan Kaadu, starring Arya in the lead role, 
have officially announced that the film will re-
lease worldwide on June 25 this year.

Arya shared the release date teaser on his X 
account and confirmed that the multilingual 
film would arrive in theatres across the globe 
on June 25. The announcement has further in-
creased excitement among fans who have been 
eagerly waiting for updates on the project.

Produced by Mini Studio’s S Vinod Kumar, 
the film has a story written by Murali Gopy, 
who is widely known for writing the successful 
Malayalam films Lucifer and Empuraan.

The film has attracted attention ever since its 
title teaser was released. 

The teaser featured powerful visuals accom-
panied by a poem that spoke of struggle, cour-
age and revolution. The verses suggested the 
rise of a fearless leader determined to bring 
hope to people facing hardship and oppression.

The teaser also hinted that Arya’s charac-
ter leads a rebellion and refuses to bow be-
fore fate or betrayal. Through its strong 
imagery and emotional narration, the video 

created curiosity about the story and the 
role played by the actor.

Ananthan Kaadu boasts an impressive cast 
that includes Regina Cassandra, Nikhila Vimal, 
Indrans and Sunil in important roles.

The film also features a strong technical 
team. Cinematography has been handled by S. 
Yuva, while music has been composed by B. 
Ajaneesh Loknath. Editing is by Rohit V.S. 
Variyath, lyrics are by Nishanth Raju, action 
sequences are choreographed by R. Sakthi Sar-
avanan, and visual effects are supervised by 
Binoy Sadasivan. The film carries high expec-
tations ahead of its release.

‘Double Occupancy’ 
Romantic Fantasy Drama 

Releasing On June 12
The makers of director 

Aswin Kandasamy’s up-
coming romantic fantasy 
drama Double Occupancy 
(DO) have announced that 
the film will release in the-
atres on June 12.

The film stars Santhosh, 
R e s h m a  Ve n k a t e s h , 
Samyuktha Viswanathan 
and Vinoth Kishan in lead 
roles. 

The release date was re-
vealed by Avni Movies 
through its official X ac-
count. The production house 
described June as the month 
of Double Occupancy and 
shared its excitement ahead 
of the film’s arrival in cine-
mas.

The shooting of the movie 
was completed in February 
this year. According to 
sources close to the film, 
Double Occupancy com-
bines romance, fantasy and 
modern themes related to 
identity and self-discovery.

The makers believe the 
film will offer a fresh expe-
rience for Tamil cinema au-
diences through its unusual 
storyline and emotionally 
engaging narrative. The sto-
ry reportedly explores iden-

tity, duality, science versus 
faith and the complexities of 
love. At its core, the film 
revolves around a unique 
romantic journey involving 
a person who appears in two 
different forms, creating 
both emotional and philo-
sophical conflicts.

Santhosh, known for his 
role in Ponniyin Selvan, 
leads the cast alongside 
Reshma Venkatesh. 

Vinoth Kishan,  rec-
ognised for his performanc-
es in Naan Mahaan Alla and 
Andhaghaaram, also plays 
an important role. Samyuk-
tha Viswanathan, who 
gained popularity after Kat-
chi Sera, is paired opposite 
Santhosh and is expected to 
bring emotional depth to the 
story. 

Actors VTV Ganesh and 
Bagavathi Perumal are also 
part of the cast.

The film marks Aswin 
Kandasamy’s directorial de-
but. Cinematography is by 
Santhakumar Chakravarthy, 
music is composed by Sam 
CS, editing is by Praveen 
Antony, production design by 
Senthil Raghavan, and cos-
tumes by Sruthi R. Kannan.

Veteran 
Producer Pahlaj 
Nihalani Passes 
Away At Age 76

Veteran film producer and 
former chairman of the 

Central Board of Film Certi-
fication (CBFC), Pahlaj Ni-
halani, passed away on Thurs-
day at the age of 76, bringing 
to an end a long and influen-
tial career in the Hindi film 
industry.

His family confirmed the 
news in an official statement 
and announced that the last 
rites would be conducted at 
the Santacruz Hindu Crema-
torium in Mumbai on Thurs-
day afternoon. The family 
expressed gratitude for the 
prayers and support received 
during the difficult time.

Nihalani was one of Bolly-
wood’s well-known producers 
and played an important role 
in shaping commercial Hindi 
cinema during the 1980s and 
1990s.

Hina Khan  
Reacts Strongly To Shilpa 

Shinde Controversy
Actress Hina Khan has reacted 

strongly to the controversy 
surrounding Shilpa Shinde’s re-
cent remarks about the sexual 
harassment allegations she had 
made nearly a decade ago against 
television producer Sanjay Kohli.

The issue gained attention after 
Shilpa, during a conversation 
with comedians Bharti Singh and 
Haarsh Limbachiyaa, reportedly 
admitted that the allegations she 
made in 2016 during a dispute 
related to the television show 
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hain! were not 
genuine. She said she felt trapped 
during a contractual disagree-
ment and believed she had no 
other way to handle the situation.

Without directly naming Shil-
pa, the show or the producer, 
Hina Khan shared her views on 
social media. She stated that she 
generally avoids commenting on 
matters involving other people 
but felt compelled to speak be-
cause the issue was sensitive and 
had wider implications for soci-
ety, especially for women.

Hina described the act of using 
one’s gender to damage another 
person’s reputation during a con-
flict as “absolutely shameful.” 
She said people were justified in 
demanding accountability and 
expressed shock over the devel-
opments.

The actress also highlighted 
what she called the “real victim” 
in the controversy. 

Referring indirectly to the pro-
ducer, Hina said a respected pro-
fessional with a family had al-
legedly suffered because of accu-
sations that were later claimed to 
be false. She noted that such al-
legations could have a serious 
impact not only on an individu-
al’s career but also on family 
members and personal relation-
ships.

The controversy has sparked 
widespread discussion on social 
media, with many users debating 
the impact of false accusations 
and the importance of addressing 
genuine cases of harassment 
through proper legal channels.

‘IRUMUDI’ Glimpse Highlights  
Father-Daughter Bond and Intense Action
The makers of Irumudi, the upcoming film 

starring Ravi Teja and directed by Shiva 
Nirvana, have released a new glimpse titled 
The Heart of Irumudi, offering audiences a 
look at the emotional and action-packed story 
at the centre of the film.

Produced by Mythri Movie Makers, the film 
is currently being shot in Hyderabad. The new-
ly released glimpse focuses on the touching 
relationship between a father and his daughter, 
presenting Ravi Teja in a role that is different 
from the mass-action characters he is usually 
known for.

The teaser introduces a simple man whose 
life revolves around his daughter. Her happi-
ness and well-being appear to guide every de-
cision he makes. Through a series of heartfelt 
moments, the makers establish a strong emo-

tional connection between the two characters, 
making their bond relatable and engaging.

One of the key highlights of the glimpse is 
the transformation of Ravi Teja’s character af-
ter he undertakes Ayyappa Deeksha. Rather 
than showing it as a dramatic act, the film pres-
ents it as an expression of devotion and love 
inspired by his daughter. This emotional angle 
adds depth to the narrative and sets the film 
apart from a typical commercial entertainer.

The glimpse also reveals a softer and more 
restrained side of Ravi Teja. While the actor 
steps away from his usual larger-than-life style, 
the film still includes powerful action sequenc-
es that are expected to appeal to his fans.

The visuals, captured by cinematographer 
Vishnu Sarma, effectively showcase both the 
spiritual and emotional aspects of the story.

Anaswara Joins Chiranjeevi’s Film in  Daughter Role
Actress Anaswara Rajan has 

been cast as the daughter of 
veteran star Chiranjeevi in direc-
tor Bobby Kolli’s upcoming 
commercial entertainer. The 
project marks the first time 
Anaswara will share screen 
space with the Telugu megastar.

Speaking about the casting de-

cision, Bobby Kolli said the 
team wanted an actress who 
could bring both innocence and 
emotional depth to the role. Ac-
cording to the director, Anaswara 
was the ideal choice because the 
character closely matches her 
age and personality. He ex-
plained that the role demanded 

someone capable of balancing 
youthful innocence with emo-
tional strength. The filmmaker 
expressed confidence that Anas-
wara would bring honesty, 
warmth and natural charm to the 
character. He also said he was 
eager to watch her scenes along-
side Chiranjeevi.
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