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AFTER RATE OVERHAUL, GST SET

FORNEXT SWEEPING REFORM

2 Council may scrap officers' arrest powers, raise prosecution bar to Rs 5 crore.

2 Centre plans major overhaul after 887 arrests by Central GST authorities

NEW DELHI

The GST Council is likely to
consider this week a sweeping
rewrite of GST enforcement
that would take arrest powers
away from tax officials and
require a court order for any
arrest.

The proposed changes are
part of the government's
Next-Generation GST reforms
and could mark a shift towards
a more civil, recovery-focused
approach to tax enforcement.

Under the proposal, GST
officers would no longer be
able to authorise arrests under
Section 69 of the Central GST
Act. Any arrest would instead
require an order from a court,
the sources said.

The Council is also likely to
consider raising the threshold
for launching criminal prose-
cution from Rs 1 crore to Rs 5
crore. The proposal would
seek to reserve criminal pro-
ceedings for more serious cas-
es involving significant tax
evasion or fraud.

The proposed changes
would also narrow the scope
of prosecution provisions so
that routine disputes over clas-
sification, valuation or input
tax credit (ITC) are not treated
as criminal offences when they
arise from differing interpreta-
tions of tax rules.

Tax recovery powers

to remain

The proposed changes would
not affect the government's
ability to recover unpaid taxes
or impose interest and penal-
ties. Taxpayers found to have
short-paid tax or wrongly
claimed ITC would continue
to face recovery proceedings

and other statutory conse-
quences. Compounding provi-
sions would also allow certain
offences to be settled upon
payment of the prescribed tax,
interest and penalty.

Serious cases involving de-
liberate tax evasion or fraud
could continue to be prosecut-
ed through the courts.

The proposals include
changes to 24 offences cur-
rently covered under the pros-
ecution provisions of the GST
law. Nine offences are pro-
posed to be removed entirely,
while 11 would be retained in
their existing form.

The minimum sentence pro-
vision is also proposed to be
removed, meaning courts
would not be required to im-
pose imprisonment in such
cases.

A fine would be available as
an option in every case, while
the maximum sentence in the
middle category could be re-
duced from three years to two
years. The Council may also
consider waiving late fees for
small taxpayers and rationalis-
ing penalties.

Shift towards data-based
enforcement

The proposed changes come
after the government's major
GST rate rationalisation in
September 2025, which sim-
plified the structure around a 5
per cent merit rate and an 18
per cent standard rate, along
with a 40 per cent rate for se-
lect luxury and demerit goods.

The next phase of reforms is
expected to focus on simplifying
administration, reducing com-
pliance costs and making en-
forcement more proportionate.

A wider package under con-
sideration includes easier GST
registration, faster refunds,
simpler ITC procedures and
changes to show-cause notices
and penalties.

The government is also
looking at the reforms in the
context of its wider effort to
decriminalise economic and
regulatory offences.

When GST was introduced
in July 2017, arrest powers
were intended to act as a de-
terrent against serious tax eva-
sion and fake invoicing.

Since then, improvements

PROPOSED

GST 2.0 overhaul

The GST Council is set to discuss
removing direct arrest powers
from tax officers and raising the
criminal prosecution threshold to
Rs 5 crore during its upcoming
meeting on October 7.

Key changeson
the cards

2 Nodirect arrests: Tax officers
may lose the power to arrest
without a court order.

2 Higher threshold: Criminal
prosecution limit may rise from
Rs1crore toRs 5 crore.

2 Civil focus: Routine tax dis-
putes will face civil penalties in-
stead of criminal charges.

Expected impact

Less harassment: Busi-
nesses will have fewer fears
of regulatory overreach.

Better trust: Boosts
confidence for traders and
corporate leaders.

Clear focus: Authorities
will focus on financial recov-
ery rather than detention.

in invoice matching and
GSTN data systems have
made it easier for authorities
to detect suspicious input tax
credit claims and identify
fraud closer to the point where
it occurs.

If approved, the proposed
changes would require
amendments to the GST law.
The Council's recommenda-
tions would therefore need to
go through the legislative pro-
cess before taking effect.

Navy sailor caught in honey-trap, arrested for espionage

COIMBATORE

An Indian Navy sailor has been
arrested for allegedly leaking
classified maritime intelligence
to a Pakistani intelligence op-
erative through a social me-
dia-based “honey-trap” opera-
tion, officials said on Sunday.
The Andhra Pradesh Police
Counter Intelligence (CI) cell

arrested 31-year-old Pradeep
Mukherjee on October 3 at INS
Agrani, a naval leadership
training facility in Coimbatore.

Mukherjee, a native of West
Bengal, joined the Navy in
2014 and was posted with the
Eastern Naval Command in Vi-
sakhapatnam. He was attending
a management development
course at the Coimbatore facil-

HesaystheUSis
becoming a ‘lonelier
power by choice’ as
China'srise reshapes
the global order.

NEW DELHI

External affairs minister S Jais-
hankar on Sunday said the
global landscape was being
shaped by a “radical reposition-
ing” of the United States and
the rise of China, while assert-
ing that India has the potential
to move rapidly up the global
power hierarchy in the coming
years.

Speaking at the Munich
Leaders Meeting being held
here on October 4 and 5, bring-
ing together senior deci-
sion-makers and experts to dis-
cuss international security and
foreign policy issues, he said the
US had “deliberately become a
lonelier power” as part of a cho-
sen change in its posture.

“No one in the room would
disagree with the fact that the
landscape today is primarily

marked by a radical reposition-
ing of the United States. A re-
positioning which is a posture
of choice and, in a way, it has
deliberately become a lonelier
power,” he said.

China’srise another

key feature

He identified the rise of China
as the second major feature of
the changing global order,
pointing to the increasingly
sharp competition between the
two powers. “That competition
today, not limited to these two
countries, has led to a weapon-
ization of any leverage that any
country has. And that competi-
tion coexists with the complex-
ity of interdependence.”

On India’s prospects, Jais-
hankar said the country had
“decades of high growth”
ahead and a demographic pro-
file capable of supporting that
growth. He also said India may
not have to follow the tradition-
al industrialisation path taken
by earlier economies. “I would
even argue, a world that is
much more creative, where
many new possibilities are
there, so that we don’t neces-
sarily have to tread the earlier
path of industrialization.”

ity and had been there for about
a week when he was arrested.
As per officials, a female Pa-
kistani intelligence operative
had contacted Mukherjee on
social media several months
ago and gradually developed
an online relationship with
him. She allegedly used the re-
lationship to obtain sensitive
information about strategic na-

JAISHANKAR STUNS US
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val assets, fleet movements and
the operational framework of
the Visakhapatnam naval base.

The CI cell, which probes
cross-border espionage and ter-
ror threats, launched an inves-
tigation after detecting suspi-
cious digital activity linked to
Mukherjee. He was subse-
quently placed under surveil-
lance before his arrest.
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CM: Don’t just seek jobs, build
businesses in hometowns

He called for local
enterprise, improved
tourism infrastructure
and stronger economic
opportunities across
coastal Karnataka

and Malnad.
v
BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar has urged people from
Karnataka’s coastal and Mal-
nad regions to build businesses
in their hometowns by leverag-
ing local resources instead of
migrating for employment.
Speaking at the Kail
Muhurtha Jambara-2026 organ-
ised by the Kodagu Gowda Sa-
maja here, he said the govern-
ment had formulated a special
tourism policy for the coastal
and Malnad regions to create
local economic opportunities.
He described Kodagu as the
“Kashmir of Karnataka” and
urged people to preserve its
traditions, culture and heritage.
He said the region had a rich
history of valour, culture and
religion and highlighted the
importance of the Cauvery,
which originates in Kodagu.
He said tourism-related en-
trepreneurs could benefit from
longer loan repayment periods,
with the government consider-

S—

Coastal-Malnad tourism push

B Tourism policy: Special policy for coastal and Malnad regions

B Coastline: 327-km stretch proposed for tourism development

B Business support: Longer repayment period for eligible tourism ventures

B Mangaluru: 10 acres allotted to TTD for a temple

B Dasara: Armed forces and cultural groups to feature in celebrations

‘ ‘ Instead of becoming employees,
you should become entrepre-

neurs. Start businesses in your own

hometowns and turn them into assets.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

ing extending the period from
five-six years to up to 20
years. He also said 10 acres
would be provided in Mangal-
uru to the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams for a temple.
He urged people to protect
their voting rights and said el-
igible voters should not be re-
moved during electoral roll.

Local enterprise
boost <

The
government’s
coastal and Malnad
tourism policy aims to en-
courage local entrepreneurship

by improving infrastructure and
supporting tourism-related busi-
nesses. Shivakumar urged residents to
use local resources, including coffee,
spices, culture and natural attractions,
to create livelihoods. He said longer loan
repayment periods could strengthen new
ventures and help ensure that people
from these regions need not migrate else-
where in search of employment.

5 children drown in Bihar's 2 districts

Siwan/Gopalganj (Bihar):
Five children, including three
girls, have drowned in Bihar's
Siwan and Gopalganj dis-
tricts, police said on Sunday.

Aditya Kumar and Sagar
Kumar, both aged 13, drowned
in the Daha river in Gopalganj
district on Saturday while
bathing during Jitiya, a region-
al festival during which moth-
ers pray for the long life and
prosperity of their children,
SHO of Mirganj police station
Rajeev Ranjan Singh said.

In another incident, Anshu

Kumari (14), Anisha Kumari
(16) and Anjali Kumari (16)
drowned in a pond in Rampur
village of Siwan district on
Saturday evening.

The incident occurred when
one of the girls was gasping
for breath while bathing in the
pond, and the other two at-
tempted to rescue her, a po-
lice official said.

Their families have refused
to allow a post-mortem, the
officer said, while clarifying
that the deaths did not occur
during Jitiya celebrations.

Ambulance carrying soldier's body crashes, & killed

HALIYAPUR: An Army ambulance carrying the body of a subedar-major collided
with a stationary truck on the Purvanchal Expressway here on Sunday, leaving
three of his family and the driver dead, police said. The body was being brought to
his native village in Deoria in Uttar Pradesh from Chandigarh when the accident
took place around 8 amin Haliyapur, close to the Ayodhya-Sultanpur border. Sube-
dar Major Satyawan's son, brother and nephew and the ambulance driver died in
the accident. Gaurav Singh (28), son of the soldier,and ambulance driver Jaspal
(30), died on the spot, while Rajan Chaudhary (35), the soldier's brother, and
nephew Ram Samujh Singh (40) succumbed during treatment at a hospital in
Pithla-Kumarganj in Ayodhya district, police said. The four were accompanying the
body of Satyawan from Galiya Dudhailla village in Rudrapur of Deoria district.

H ‘LONELIER’ JAB
™ CHANGING GLOBALORDER _

US' radical repositioning by choice: Jais-
hankar observed that the global landscape is pri-
marily defined by a structural shift in how the US
engages with the world. He emphasized that this
"lonelier" status is not because the US has run out

India’s position: Despite global vola-
tility, Jaishankar expressed strong opti-
mism regarding India’s future, highlight-
ing decades of high economic growth
ahead, backed by robust demographics

of options, but rather a deliberate policy choice
and strategic calculation by Washington.

Rise of China: He identified the second pillar
of the modern global landscape as the rise of
China. He noted that Beijing views itself as a

and contemporary pathways to industri-
alization and technological creativity.

Rise of flexible alliances: Middle
and emerging powers are pursuing
self-reliance, de-risking, and flexible,

unique global entity—a self-perception that is
increasingly reflecting reality—creating intense,
multi-dimensional geopolitical rivalry.

agenda-based partnerships (such as the
Quad or BRICS) rather than joining rigid,
traditional military alliances.

'Energy shocks from conflicts hitting jobs, kitchens'

External Affairs Minister has warned that energy and trade disruptions caused by the West Asia conflict are already hitting
households and jobs as global food, fuel, fertiliser prices increase. Speaking at the 62nd Munich Security Conference, he said the
immediate concern was “the energy and trade disruptions which have happened as a consequence of this (West Asia) conflict.”

Energy markets, he added, “are deeply unsettled.” “This is people’s kitchens, jobs, and their livelihoods, and these are all on the

line for us because we were primarily dependent on that part of the world,” he said. India wanted “a restoration of that uninter-

rupted flow of energy, trade, and mobility, because we are paying the price in many ways for conflicts in which we have no part
and are often very distant from us.” He also hoped that “whatever emerges is in consonance with international law.”

Middle powers seek

more self-reliance

“The orthodox path will have to
devise something much more
contemporary for what awaits
us,” he added, adding that
countries currently classified as
middle powers could follow
different trajectories as the
global order evolves. “Among

the middle powers, some will
peel off, some will stay put,
some may drop down a bit,” he
said. “That is the reality. That
will be part of the evolution of
the global order,” he added.
Today’s evolving

global order

Jaishankar said countries were
increasingly coming together

when their interests required
cooperation, even when they
were not among the world’s
leading powers. He described
this as part of the world’s
“evolving global order”, shaped
by countries seeking flexibility,
resilience and partnerships
based on areas of common
interest.

Keralam orders
vigilance probe against
CECin2006 case

KOCHI: Kerala Home Minis-
ter Ramesh Chennithala has
ordered a probe by the Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (VACB) against Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar over
alleged irregularities during
his tenure as the southern
state's Public Works Depart-
ment secretary in 2006.

The matter is linked to the
alleged death by suicide of
Malaysian civil engineer Lee
See Been, who was with the
PATI-BEL consortium tasked
with upgrading a road under
the Keralam State Transport
Project (KSTP).

The engineer's "suicide
note" had reportedly named
Gyanesh Kumar. The fresh
probe was initiated following
allegations that the original
preliminary investigation con-
ducted in 2006 was derailed
due to external pressure.

QUICK READ

1killed as Russian drone hits
Indian-run pharmain Ukraine

KYIV

A pharmaceutical manu-
facturing facility operated
by the Indian-run Kusum
Group in Ukraine’s Sumy
region was severely dam-
aged in a Russian drone
attack, with one person
killed and several others in-
jured, according to reports.
The main structure of the
facility was reportedly
largely destroyed in the
strike. Videos and visuals
from the site showed thick
smoke rising from the area
following the attack. The
damage to the facility is
estimated at at least Rs
400 crore, as per reports.
Local authorities said the
casualty figures could
change as rescue teams
and officials assess the
extent of the damage.
The Kusum Group, head-
ed by Indian national
Rajeev Gupta, has not
publicly commented on
the attack so far.

Scrap SIR, EVMs: Thackerays
lead Mumbai stir against CEC

MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray and Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena chief Raj
Thackeray on Sunday led a
protest march in Mumbai
against Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumarr,
demanding his resignation over
alleged irregularities in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)

of electoral rolls. The Thac-
keray cousins began a march
-- dubbed the Virat Garjana
Morcha (Grand Roar March)

-- from the Metro Cinema and
traversed the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation head-
quarters in south Mumbai, with
leaders of Congress and the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP)
also joining them. They alleged
that elections have been
compromised by Kumar, and
demanded the cancellation of
the SIR. “If the purpose of the
SIR exercise was to remove
Bangladeshis from voters’ list,
how many Bangladeshis did
you find,” Uddhav asked.
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Chalavadi challenges Cong
over ‘vote theft’ claims

The BJP leader questioned Congress allegations over electoral rolls,
asking the party to act against governments where it holds power

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Council Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy has chal-
lenged the Congress over its
allegations of “vote theft”,
asking whether similar irreg-
ularities could have occurred
in Karnataka and Kerala,
where the party is in power.

SIR vote dispute

B Form 7: Application used for
objections/deletion of voter
entries

B 40-50 lakh: Names
Congress has alleged were
deleted, according to
Narayanaswamy'’s state-
ment

= 5,000-6,000: Voters
Congress allegedly said were
removed in Babaleshwar

m Karnataka & Kerala: States
cited by Narayanaswamy

Reacting to Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge’s
letter to the Election Commis-
sion seeking cancellation of
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elections held after the Spe-

cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
and demanding ballot-paper
voting, Narayanaswamy said
the demands should have a
logical basis.

Narayanaswamy defended
the SIR exercise, saying it
was being conducted accord-
ing to the Constitution.

He said similar revision ex-
ercises had taken place when
the Congress was in power
and claimed there was no rea-
son to oppose the process
now.

On the Congress’ proposed
complaint to the Election
Commission, he alleged that
the party was opposing SIR
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through a “toolkit”. He main-
tained that SIR had no con-
nection with either the BJP or
Congress.

He said Form 7 applications
should be used to remove
names of deceased persons,
duplicate entries and ineligi-
ble voters from electoral rolls.
He alleged that the Congress
wanted such names to remain
on the lists, including those of
Bangladeshi residents, de-
ceased persons and people
holding voter IDs at two loca-
tions.

“People do not vote for
thieves”, Narayanaswamy
said, accusing the Congress of
making allegations without

‘ If vote theft has

happened in
Karnataka and Kerala
too, then your govern-
ments are in power there.
Let us see you get your
Chief Ministers to
resign.”

- Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy Leader of

Opposition in the Legislative
Council

evidence. He claimed that no
names had so far been deleted
through Form 7, despite alle-
gations that large numbers of
voters had been removed.

He also questioned the
claim regarding deletion of
5,000-6,000 voter names in
Babaleshwar, saying the fig-
ure would translate into only
a few allegedly ineligible vot-
ers per polling booth.

He challenged Congress
leaders to produce documen-
tary evidence supporting their
allegations and said the BJP
would protest if its workers
were targeted.

KSRTC to equip 100
buses with ADAS systems

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC) will install Advanced
Driver Assistance Systems
(ADAS) in 100 buses across

N T s WK

The safety upgrade will use cameras, sensors and satellite connectivity to detect

The system will detect for-
ward collision risks, lane de-
partures, pedestrians, inade-
quate following distance and
other hazardous situations.
Drivers will receive visual,
audible and buzzer warnings

hazards and monitor driver behaviour in real time.

its divisions to strengthen
road safety and monitor driver
behaviour.

The systems will be de-
ployed across 17 KSRTC di-
visions, with installation and
commissioning scheduled
between November 2026 and
October 2027, according to
officials.

The ADAS units will inte-
grate cameras, sensors, GPS
and connectivity features to
monitor the road environment
and the driver. A forward-fac-
ing camera and driver-moni-
toring camera, along with
other hardware, will track po-
tential risks and driver be-
haviour.

when potential dangers are
detected.

The driver-monitoring com-
ponent will identify signs of
fatigue and distraction, in-
cluding drowsiness, yawning,
prolonged eye closure, mo-
bile-phone use, distraction
and driver absence. It will
also monitor certain aspects
of driver posture and attention
while the bus is moving.

The systems will have 4G
LTE connectivity and GPS/
NavIC support, enabling ve-
hicle and event-related infor-
mation to be transmitted for
monitoring and analysis. On-
board storage will retain re-
corded video and event data.

KSRTC will also connect
the systems to a cloud-based
fleet management and analyt-
ics platform. Authorised per-
sonnel will be able to monitor
buses, review safety alerts
and access footage linked to

ADAS expansionin
public transport

KSRTC’s move follows
BMTC’s plan to introduce
ADAS technology in 50
buses under a pilot
project. The systems are
intended to combine road
monitoring with driver-be-
haviour assessment.

incidents.

The technology will facili-
tate analysis of events such as
sudden braking, collision
warnings and driver-related
alerts. Officials expect the
data to provide a broader pic-
ture of safety-related inci-
dents and driver behaviour
across the fleet.

The selected agency will
supply, install and commis-
sion the equipment. The ten-
der also requires comprehen-
sive warranty support for
three years and availability of
spare parts for at least 10
years.

Maharani University guest
lecturers protest over

unpaid remuneration
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

More than 100 guest lec-
turers have boycotted
classes for a week, seek-
ing payment of pending
remuneration and clarity
on deductions. About 106
guest lecturers appointed
by the Department of
Collegiate Education
(DCE) at Maharani
Cluster University have
been protesting for a
week over non-payment
of remuneration for two
months. The lecturers,
who teach Arts, Science
and Commerce subjects,
have boycotted classes
and warned of a hunger
strike if their concerns are
not addressed. The dis-
pute centres on remuner-
ation and tax deductions.
DCE-appointed guest lec-
turers receive ¥35,000 to
%40,000, while those
directly appointed by uni-
versities can receive up to
%50,000. The lecturers
said TDS deductions
would further reduce their
already limited earnings.

Paid reviews become
new headache for
Kannada cinema

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Paid social-media cam-
paigns are reshaping
Kannada film promotions,
raising concerns over gen-
uine audience reviews
and credibility. Kannada
cinema is witnessing a
growing trend of paid
reviews, with film teams
reportedly engaging
social-media influencers
to post scripted mes-
sages on X and Instagram
ahead of releases.
Industry insiders said
public relations teams
often identify users with
sizeable followings and
pay them to promote
films using pre-decided
messaging. Similar pro-
motional campaigns are
also being used by people
who present themselves
as film reviewers.
Filmmakers and industry
observers, however, said
repeated posts with simi-
lar wording can make
promotional content eas-
ily identifiable.

SIT uncovers use of original
labels on fake medicines

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the fake
medicine racket in Karnataka
has uncovered details about
how original labels were al-
legedly used to pass off coun-
terfeit drugs as genuine prod-
ucts.

The revelations came after
the arrest of prime accused
Prashanth, who allegedly
travelled to Turkey several
times a year to obtain original
Pfizer medicine labels. His
frequent visits reportedly re-
sulted in the cancellation of
his Turkish visa, following
which he began travelling to
neighbouring countries, in-
cluding Azerbaijan.

According to the SIT inves-
tigation, Prashanth allegedly
obtained the original labels
through intermediaries in Tur-
key. The gang then reportedly
affixed the labels to counter-
feit medicines before packag-
ing and supplying them.

Investigators have also
found that fake medicines
were allegedly supplied along
with genuine medicines on
several occasions. The prac-
tice was apparently intended
to make it difficult to detect
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the counterfeit products.

Prashanth, who had re-
turned from Azerbaijan, was
arrested at Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport in Bengal-
uru on September 28. A look-
out notice had been issued
against him, following which
airport officials detained him
at the arrival gate and handed
him over to a team led by
ACP Anjan Kumar.

Veeresh Jain is another key
accused in the case. Investiga-
tors have reportedly found
that he played a role in the
production and supply net-
work of counterfeit medicines.

Veeresh allegedly supplied
fake medicines to hospitals
and medical stores in Benga-
luru. Officials have estimated
that the racket had an annual
turnover of around Rs 15
crore.

The SIT is continuing its
investigation to identify oth-
ers allegedly involved in
sourcing original labels, man-
ufacturing counterfeit medi-
cines and distributing them
through the supply chain.

Four KPSC members may
face ED scrutiny over
recruitment irregularities

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Four members of the Karna-
taka Public Service Commis-
sion (KPSC) could come un-
der the Enforcement Director-
ate’s (ED) scanner in connec-
tion with alleged irregularities
in the recruitment of veteri-
nary officers.

According to information
reportedly disclosed during
questioning, accused Jnanen-
dra named four KPSC mem-
bers, including former KPSC
chairman Shivashankarappa
Sahukar, B.V. Geetha and
Shantha Hosamani. The
names have emerged during
the ongoing investigation into
alleged recruitment irregular-
ities.

Jnanendra reportedly told
investigators that some KPSC
members and staff had al-
legedly collected money from
candidates in return for help-
ing them secure government
jobs.

According to the reported
statement, some members and
officials obtained details of
candidates who figured in the
merit list. They allegedly con-
tacted the candidates through
intermediaries and assured
them of assistance in securing
appointments.

Candidates were reportedly
asked to pay an advance rang-

ing between Rs 5 lakh and Rs
10 lakh. However, the accused
allegedly did not disclose the
total amount that would ulti-
mately have to be paid for se-
curing the appointment.

The investigation is exam-
ining the alleged role of
KPSC members, officials and
intermediaries in approaching
candidates and collecting
money. The agency is also ex-
pected to examine financial
transactions and the possible
money trail linked to the al-
leged recruitment racket.

The information provided
during questioning could lead
to further questioning of the
KPSC members and other of-
ficials whose names have sur-
faced during the probe.

Investigators are also exam-
ining how confidential mer-
it-list information was al-
legedly accessed and passed
on to intermediaries and can-
didates.

Further investigation is ex-
pected to establish the extent
of the alleged irregularities
and identify others who may
have been involved in the re-
cruitment process.

Valmiki Tapovan to come
up near Legislators’ House

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has decided to develop the
two-acre area housing the
Maharshi Valmiki statue in
front of the Legislators’
House near Vidhana Soudha,
Minister for Scheduled Tribes
Welfare and Chitradurga dis-
trict in-charge T. Raghumur-
thy said.

The decision was an-
nounced after a meeting with
senior officials of the Sched-
uled Tribes Welfare, Public
Works, Police and Informa-
tion and Public Relations de-
partments at Vidhana Soudha.

The site will be developed
as a Tapovan, based on the
life and works of Maharshi
Valmiki and the Ramayana.
Stone carvings depicting
themes associated with Valmi-
ki and the epic will be in-
stalled across the area.

The development will also
include decorative electrical
lighting and a sound system.
The Tapovan will be designed
on the lines of Hampi’s Haz-
ara Rama Temple, with spe-
cial landscaping planned to
enhance the surroundings.

“The Tapovan will be de-

veloped on the model of
Hampi’s Hazara Rama Tem-
ple, with stone carvings based
on Valmiki and the Ramaya-
na, along with special land-
scaping and lighting,” Raghu-
murthy said.

The minister directed the
Public Works Department to
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The government plans a cultural land-
mark near Vidhana Soudha, combining
Ramayana heritage, landscaped spac-
es, art and public access.

prepare a detailed project re-
port for the proposed develop-
ment. He and senior officials
also inspected the site for
more than an hour and dis-
cussed the facilities and fea-
tures to be incorporated.

Public access under
consideration

The site has so far not been
open to the public. The gov-

Tapovan project

LOCATION |n front of
Legislators’ House

AREA Two acres

THEME Valmikiand

Ramayana

MODEL Hampi’s Hazara

Rama Temple

FEATURES Stone carvings,
landscaping,
lighting and sound
system

Public Works
Department to
prepare

DPR

ernment is now examining the
possibility of allowing public
entry.

Police officials said permis-
sion from the Secretariats of
the Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Council would be
required from the security
perspective. Raghumurthy
said the matter would be dis-
cussed with the concerned
authorities and a decision tak-
en soon.

If public access is permit-
ted, the Police Department
will have to make arrange-
ments for round-the-clock
security at the site.

Bengaluru traffic violations

cross 24.5 lakh in ei

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru recorded 24.54
lakh cases of five major traf-
fic offences in the first eight
months of 2026, surpassing
the annual totals recorded for
these offences in each of the
previous five years.

The offences are wrong
parking, signal jumping, ‘No
Entry’ violations, footpath
riding and reckless driving.
Reports showed that the five
categories together accounted

PROPOSED TOUGHER
ACTION

A points-based
driving licence
system for repeat
offenders

— Higher fines of up to Rs
5,000, vehicle detention
and blacklisting

Stricter action against
unregistered electric bikes

Safety training and
orientation before licence
suspension or revocation

Community service as an
additional penalty

Stronger regulation of
habitual offenders and
violations that cause
congestion or threaten
public safety

"

ght months

1.28 crore cases in six years by offence

49%

36% 15%

M Wrong parking 62.58 lakh M Signal jumping 46.34 lakh

‘No Entry’18.78 lakh

for nearly 1.28 crore viola-
tions over six years.

Wrong parking remained
the biggest offence, with
62.58 lakh cases, accounting
for 48.56% of the total. Signal
jumping followed with 46.34
lakh cases, or 35.95%, while
‘No Entry’ violations account-
ed for 18.78 lakh cases or
14.57%.

Footpath riding contributed
88,328 cases, while reckless
driving accounted for 40,362
cases during the six-year pe-
riod.

Karnataka DG & IGP and
Head of Police Force Dr M A
Saleem attributed the increase
to enhanced enforcement as
well as widespread indisci-
pline among motorists. He
said fines alone would not
solve illegal parking, which

Footpath riding 88,328, reckless driving 40,362

reduces road capacity and
creates congestion bottle-
necks.

Saleem called for marked
parking spaces, sustained
towing operations, cam-
era-based enforcement, phys-
ical patrols and action against
repeat offenders. He also
stressed the need for civic
agencies to create scientifical-
ly planned parking and load-
ing zones.

On signal jumping, he said
strict enforcement was essen-
tial because of the immediate
collision risk. Al-enabled
ANPR and violation-detection
cameras have been deployed
at major junctions, but engi-
neering improvements such as
proper stop lines, pedestrian
phases and clearer signals
were also necessary.

FIR filed over
alleged misuse
of Form7in
Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An FIR has been registered
against two people in Benga-
luru over alleged misuse of
Election Commission Form 7
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

The FIR was registered at
Vyalikaval police station
based on a complaint filed by
Congress leader Anoop
Ayyangar. The complaint al-
leges irregularities in Ward
No. 64 of the Malleshwaram
Assembly constituency.

Two people, including
booth agent G.S. Vasanthal-
akshmi, have been booked for
allegedly submitting false
Form 7 applications seeking
deletion of voters from the
electoral rolls.

According to the complaint,
778 applications were submit-
ted despite the concerned vot-
ers allegedly continuing to
reside in the constituency. The
applications reportedly stated
that the voters were either ab-
sent or had permanently shift-
ed from their registered ad-
dresses.

The alleged applications
were filed across several poll-
ing stations. These included
122 applications at polling
station No. 157, 233 at No.
155, 28 at No. 156, five at
No. 158,47 at No. 154, 171 at
No. 205, 88 at No. 203 and 14
at No. 153.

Form 7 applications by
polling station

233
m
122
88
47
28
14
5

The complaint further al-
leges that individuals associ-
ated with the BJP and RSS
targeted voters belonging to a
particular community with the
alleged intention of removing
eligible voters from the elec-
toral rolls.

It also alleges that several
applications were submitted
in the name of Vasanthalaksh-
mi, described as a BJP-asso-
ciated booth-level agent.

The complainant claimed
that signatures on the forms
differed significantly, raising
suspicion of possible forgery.
Vyalikaval police have regis-
tered the case and launched
an investigation into the alle-
gations.




CITYSHILIGHTS

KALABURAGI

KALABURAGI

MONDAY » OCTOBER 5, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Indian Athletes make

Nation proud with 85

Asian Games medals,
Bhagwanth Khuba

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Former Union Minister
Bhagwanth Khuba con-
gratulated Indian athletes
for their impressive perfor-
mance at the Asian
Games, where the country
has secured a total of 85
medals. India has won 21
gold, 27 silver and 37
bronze medals, bringing
pride and honour to the
nation on the international
sporting stage, Khuba
said. He extended his
heartfelt congratulations
to all the athletes for their
achievements and wished
them continued success in
future competitions. He
said the performance of
Indian sportspersons
would inspire the younger
generation to take up
sports and bring further
laurels to the country.

Siddaramaiah fan walks 9
days from Belagavito
Kalaburagi, demands
statuereinstallation

CH NEWS,
KALABURAGI

A staunch admirer of for-
mer Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah has walked
for nearly nine days from
Belagavi district to
Kalaburagi, demanding
the reinstallation of
Siddaramaiah’s statue
near the High Court in the
city. Santosh Chor Mule, a
resident of Mule village in
Kagawada taluk of
Belagavi district, reached
Kalaburagi on foot after
undertaking the long jour-
ney. Santosh said, the
statue of Siddaramaiah
should be restored at the
same location where
it had earlier been
installed. He maintained
that he had come to
Kalaburagi to press for
the demand and would
continue his stay until
the statue was rein-
stalled. No matter what
anyone does to me, | will
not return to Belagavi until
Siddaramaiah’s statue is
installed, Santosh said in
Kalaburagi. He described
himself as a dedicated
fan of Siddaramaiah and
said the foot march was
undertaken to draw
attention to his demand
for restoration of the
|

Congress seeks probe
into alleged use of

fake death certificates
todeletevoters

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Congress leaders have
urged the authorities to
conduct a comprehensive
investigation into allega-
tions that fake death cer-
tificates were used to
show living voters as
deceased and remove
their names from the elec-
toral rolls in the Vijayapura
City Assembly constitu-
ency. A delegation of
Congress leaders and
workers, led by Abdul
Hameed Mushrif, submit-
ted a memorandum
through the Deputy Com
missioner to the Chief
Electoral Officer of Karna-
taka, seeking a detailed
inquiry into the alleged
irregularities. The leaders
alleged that the names of
genuineg, living voters had
been marked as deceased
in the electoral rolls, repor
tedly using fake death cer-
tificates. They demanded
that the authorities verify
the records and take strict
legal action against those
responsible if the allega-
tions are found to be true.
The Congress leaders also
urged the election authori-
ties to ensure that eligible
voters are not deprived of
their voting rights due to
such alleged irregularities.

DK Shivakumar’s SIR protest
shameful, says Bhagwanth Khuba

Bhagwanth Khuba claimed that the SIR exercise in Karnataka had been
conducted effectively under the directions of the Election Commission.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Former Union Minister and
BJP leader Bhagwanth Khuba
criticised Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar for staging a pro-
test over the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, calling the move shame-
ful. Khuba alleged that, Shi-
vakumar, despite holding a
senior constitutional position,
staged a protest in front of the
State Election Commission to
please Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. A Chief Minister can-
not stage a protest at a place

‘ The truth must

come out and
justice must be delivered
to Sudarshan Ratkale’s
family”

- Bhagwanth Khuba
Former Union Minister

where such demonstrations
are not permitted. By doing
so, the law has been violated
and cases should be registered
against those involved, Khuba
said. He further accused the
Congress of creating confu-
sion over the SIR exercise and
attempting to frighten Mus-
lims for political purposes.
Khuba also criticised oppo-

sition leaders for allegedly
failing to appreciate Captain
Sumit, who recently survived
an aircraft accident. Describ-
ing Captain Sumit as coura-
geous, determined, patriotic
and disciplined, Khuba said
he deserved appreciation from
people across the country.
He alleged that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and other INDIA bloc
leaders had not publicly con-
gratulated or appreciated Cap-
tain Sumit following the inci-
dent. It is unfortunate that
they have not expressed even
a word of appreciation for

Former Union Minister

him. Captain Sumit is a son of
India’s pride, and this attitude
of the opposition leaders is
condemnable, Khuba said.
Bhagwanth Khuba has de-
manded a transparent and im-
partial investigation into the
alleged murder of young man
Sudarshan Ratkale in Bhalki
and urged the police to ensure
justice for his family.
Addressing the issue, Khu-
ba said Ratkale was allegedly
taken away by some persons
on the evening of September
30 and later murdered. Police
have registered an FIR in
connection with the case.
Khuba said the police have

access to several crucial piec-
es of evidence, including mo-
bile phone records, CCTV
footage from different loca-
tions in Bhalki town and in-
formation retrieved from the
deceased’s mobile phone. He
appealed to the police to ex-
amine all the evidence thor-
oughly and conduct a trans-
parent investigation.

Khuba’s charges

B SIR protest: a Chief Minister
cannot protest where
demonstrations are not
permitted; cases should be
registered

B Captain Sumit: INDIA bloc
leaders did not appreciate
the aircraft-accident survivor

® Bhalki murder: a trans-
parent, impartial probe into
the alleged murder of
Sudarshan Ratkale

Former Minister Bhagwanth
Khuba said, the murder had
created fear among residents
of Bhalki, with several people
approaching him and express-
ing concern that similar inci-
dents could occur if strict ac-
tion was not taken. The truth
must come out and justice
must be delivered to Sudar-
shan Ratkale’s family, Khuba
said.

Vachana culture is Kannada
identity: Purushottam Bilimale

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Vachana culture is the identi-
ty of Kannada. FG Halakatti
has been responsible for the
survival of this heritage by
researching and preserving
the vachanas, said Prof Puru-
shottam Bilimale, Chairman
of the Kannada Development
Authority.

He was speaking at the Shi-
vanubhav Pati Kannada As-
mite symposium organized
on Saturday under the joint
auspices of the Vishwa Basa-
vadharma Trust Anubhav
Mantapa, Kannada Develop-
ment Authority and Basava-
kalyana Development Board
in the city.

The knowledge, linguistic
heritage, Kayaka, and Dasoha
philosophy given by Basa-
vadi Sharan are part of Kar-
nataka culture. They trans-
formed the common language
into the language of God. FG
Halakatti discovered their
complete vachanas, studied
thousands of manuscripts of

vachanas, and classified the
vachanas of each Sharan.

It was because of their deep
understanding that they were
able to accomplish this
extremely difficult task, he
said.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Legislative Council
member MG Mule said, Hala-
katti not only researched the
Vachanas but also introduced
hundreds of new devotees.
However, it is regrettable that
many people are unaware of
his work in this part of the
country, the birthplace of the
Vachanas.

Anubhav Mantapa Trust
President Basavalinga Pattad-

PROTECT FARMERS

“Halakatti’s
Shivanubhava
magazine was a
platform for the study,
research, discussion,
and contemplation of
Vachana literature. This
work should be
remembered and
inspired.”

BASAVALINGA
PATTADDEVARU President,
Vishwa Basavadharma Trust

deva said, as it is 100 years
since Halakatti started the
Shivanubhava newspaper, we
need to reflect on his work. A
special programme on Hala-
katti should be organised in
all the district and taluk cen-
ters of the state.

Speaking, Babu Wali, state
President of the Bharatiya
Basava Balaga, said, the Shi-
vanubhava newspaper was
not just a news outlet but a
reflection of Vachana litera-
ture. They had already written

about Basavanna as a cultural
leader. The government has
recently announced this.

Global Lingayat Maha-
sabha District President Basa-
varaj Dhannur said, Vachana
literature has been made pos-
sible due to Halakatti’s sacri-
fice and loyalty. His research
was also the reason for the
construction of the new Anu-
bhav Mantapa and his statue
should be installed in this
mantapa.

The book ‘Shivanubhav
Pati: Samagra Nota’ edited by
K Rabindranath was released.

Hulsur Shivananda Swa-
miji, Bhalki Gurubasava
Pattaddevaru, Basavakalyana
Development Board Tahsildar
Shantagouda Biradar, Bhima-
shankar Biradar, Rajiv
Zubare, Ashok Kumbara
spoke. Prof. Kalyanrao Patil,
Kannada Sahitya Parishad
District President Suresh
Chennashetty, Santosh Hana-
gal, Virupanna Kallur, Kupen-
dra Patil, Malathi Ivale were
present.

Farmers protest in Sindhanur over
stoppage of water to 36th sub-canal

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Thousands of farmers staged
a protest against the district
administration in Sindhanur,
opposing the stoppage of wa-
ter supply to the 36th sub-ca-
nal of the Tungabhadra Left
Bank Canal (TLBC) in the
taluk. The farmers, cutting
across political affiliations,
gathered at Gandhi Circle and
blocked the main highways,
demanding immediate resto-
ration of water to the canal.
Some protesters also burnt
tyres and raised slogans
against the administration.

The standoff

SUB-CANAL OF
THETLBC, ITS
WATER STOPPED

POLICE PER-
SONNEL
DEPLOYED

ROUTES
BLOCKED:
GANGAVATHI,
KUSHTAGI,
RAICHUR

Water supply to the 36th
sub-canal was stopped late
Friday night following an or-
der from the Deputy Commis-
sioner, with the Lingasugur
Assistant Commissioner over-
seeing the implementation.

Section 144 has been imposed
in the Left Bank Canal areca
and heavy police security has
been deployed. Farmers al-
leged that the water supply
was stopped abruptly despite
earlier protests by legislators,
former MPs and former min-
isters, who had urged the au-
thorities not to discontinue
the supply.

The protest was led by for-
mer MP K Virupakshappa,
former Minister Venkatrao
Nadagowda and RDCC Bank
Director Pampanagouda
Badarli. Road blockades on

the Gangavathi, Kushtagi and
Raichur routes disrupted traf-
fic and caused inconvenience
to commuters. Meanwhile,
hundreds of farmers led by
SUDA Chairman Babugouda
Badarli gathered near the 36th
sub-canal and attempted to
remove the measures put in
place to stop the water flow.
Police detained the protesters
and took them to Turvihal Po-
lice Station.

A heated argument report-
edly broke out between the
Lingasugur Assistant Com-
missioner and farmer leaders

at the spot, briefly creating
tension. Authorities said the
water supply was stopped in
accordance with the Deputy
Commissioner’s order. Secu-
rity arrangements have been
strengthened under the lead-
ership of the Lingasugur As-
sistant Commissioner and
DySP Chandrashekar. More
than 100 police personnel, in-
cluding CPI and PSI-rank of-
ficers, have been deployed as
a precautionary measure to
prevent any untoward inci-
dent. Tension continued to
prevail in the area.

Linked to Pakistani
terrorists, Hindu youth
from Bhalki arrested

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Police have arrested Vishal
Kumar Maitre (24) from Ena-
kuru village in Bhalki taluk
of the district on charges of
having direct links with
banned terrorist organisations
and illegal arms smugglers
based in Pakistan.

Police have arrested
Vishal Kumar Maitre
from Bhalki taluk of the
district on charges of
having links with
Pakistani terrorist
Shahzad Bhatti gang
and arms smugglers.

when the teacher, who had not
completed his BBA degree,
was subjected to intense inter-
rogation. When his mobile
phone was seized and exam-
ined, it was completely re-
vealed that he had links with
terrorists.

He was found to have an-
ti-national conversations with
Pakistan-based Shahzad Bhat-
ti, a declared terrorist by the

What the probe found

It has been confirmed that he was active on WhatsApp channels called
‘Rahe Haq’ and ‘RANA BHAI 333’ and was watching provocative videos
and posts that were anti-national and threatened the integrity, unity
and sovereignty of India. It has also been revealed that he was in
constant talks with a Pakistani network for smuggling and purchasing
illegal weapons since December 2025.

Acting on specific informa-
tion, a police team led by CPI
Hanamaraddeppa of Bhalki
Rural Circle, who conducted
a raid, arrested the accused
who was sleeping near a
house behind the school in
Enakuru village and produced
him before the Additional
City Civil and Sessions (Spe-
cial) Court in Bengaluru.

Many interesting and shock-
ing facts have come to light

Indian Home Ministry, his
associates Rana Hunen, Nomi
Khan, and arms agents from
various Indian states through
Instagram and WhatsApp.

A case has been registered
against him at Khatakachin-
choli police station under the
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act-1967 and the Indian
Penal Code (BNS-2023). The
police have further intensified
the investigation into the case.

Fake doctor caught
red-handed during
CEO’s village visit

CH NEWS, BIDAR

A person allegedly practising
medicine without any rec-
ognised medical qualification
was caught red-handed while
treating patients during a vil-
lage visit by Zilla Panchayat
CEO Gitte Madhav Vitthalrao
in Bhalki taluk.

The incident occurred at
Biri (K) village when the
CEO was visiting the area as
part of the “CEO Nade Gra-
magala Kade” programme
aimed at taking administra-
tion and government services
closer to rural communities.

During an inspection of ba-
sic amenities, sanitation and
development works in the vil-
lage, the CEO noticed a man
administering injections and
distributing medicines to pa-
tients. Suspecting his creden-
tials and method of treatment,
the CEO questioned him and
asked him to produce his
medical qualification certifi-
cates and licence permitting
him to practise medicine.

The man, identified as Vish-
wajit, reportedly failed to pro-
duce any valid documents.
Preliminary inquiry revealed
that he allegedly did not pos-
sess a medical degree.

According to officials,
Vishwajit, originally from
Odisha, had been residing in
a rented house in Biri (K)
since 2019 and had allegedly
been practising as an unqual-
ified medical practitioner. He
was reportedly charging pa-

50

aconsultation or treat-
ment: what Vishwaijit,
originally from Odisha,
reportedly charged patients
in Biri (K), where he had
lived since 2019

tients around 50 per consul-
tation/treatment.

Following the incident, the
CEO directed officials to take
him into custody. Further le-
gal action is being initiated.
CEO Gitte Madhav Vitthalrao
said the district administration
would intensify action against
people allegedly practising
medicine without proper qual-
ifications. Officials will iden-
tify and prepare a list of sus-
pected fake medical practi-
tioners operating in the dis-
trict and initiate action as per
law, he said. All taluk health
officers will also be instructed
to closely monitor such activ-
ities and take appropriate ac-
tion against unqualified prac-
titioners, the CEO added.

Central drought study

team assesses crop losses

CH NEWS, YADGIR

A Central Government
drought assessment team led
by Dr Man Singh, along with
officials Partha Pal and
Rakesh Kumar, visited
drought-affected areas of the
district to assess crop damage.
The team inspected agricul-
tural fields in and around
Doranahalli village of Shaha-
pur taluk, where crops have
been affected by inadequate
rainfall. The officials assessed
damage to cotton, tur (pigeon
pea) and other crops.

Deputy Commissioner Ra-
hul Pandve accompanied the
Central team during the field
visit and briefed the officials
about the drought situation
and crop losses in the district.
Farmers told the team that the

=

r

lack of adequate rainfall had
severely affected cotton culti-
vation, with crops failing to
grow properly. They ex-
pressed concern over the
heavy losses suffered this sea-
son due to the drought. The
team interacted with farmers
and collected details regarding
crop damage, rainfall condi-
tions and the difficulties faced
by the farming community.
The information will be con-
sidered as part of the Central
team’s drought assessment.
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Tippercrashes
intotollplaza,
traffic disrupted

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

A toll plaza was badly
damaged after a tipper
truck crashed into the
structure near Kannolli
in Sindagi taluk of
Vijayapura district in
the early hours of
Sunday. The accident
occurred at a toll plaza
on National Highway
52, whichis under the
National Highways
Authority of India
(NHAI). The impact
completely mangled
the toll plaza structure.
Fortunately, no injuries
were reported in the
incident. The crash dis-
rupted traffic move-
ment between
Vijayapura and
Kalaburagi for some
time. Police reached
the spot, removed the
damaged tipper and
restored the move-
ment of vehicles. A
case has been regis-
tered at the Sindagi
police station, and fur-
ther investigation is
underway.

Car plunges
into lake after
tyre burst

CHNEWS, CHIKKAMAGALURU

A car plunged into Kote
Kere, also known as
Fort Lake, in
Chikkamagaluru city
after its tyre burst while
it was moving, causing
the driver to lose con-
trol.

The car first collided
with an electric pole
before crashing
through the iron fenc-
ing around the lake and
falling into the water.
The impact snapped
the electric pole, which
fell onto the road. The
three occupants of the
car escaped with no
life-threatening injuries.
Police retrieved the
vehicle from the lake
using a crane. Former
minister C.T. Ravi, who
was passing through
the area, stopped and
inquired about the con-
dition of the injured.
The incident occurred
under the jurisdiction
of Chikkamagaluru City
Police Station.

Kodaguman
dies of heart
attack at airport

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

A man from
Suntikoppa in Kodagu
district died of a heart

attack at Kempegowda
International Airport in
Bengaluru after arriving
from Kuwait to spend
his leave with his fam-
ily. The deceased was
identified as Bashir, a
resident of Master
Layout near KEB in
Suntikoppa. He had
been working in Kuwait
for several years and
supporting his wife and
two daughters through
his earnings. Bashir
arrived at Bengaluru
airport from Kuwait
around 3amon
Saturday. He reportedly
developed sudden
chest pain after arriving
and died at the airport
following a heart
attack. His family trav-
elled to Bengaluru after
receiving the news. His
mortal remains will be
brought to Suntikoppa,
where relatives and
family members will
pay their final respects.
The funeral is sched-
uled to be held at the
7th Hosakote Muslim
burial ground after 3
pm on Sunday.

Bommai alleges Congress
relied on bogus votes

Bommai claimed that certain voters were registered across multiple
locations and votes were cast using deceased individuals’ names.

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister and MP Basavaraj Bom-
mai alleged that the Congress
had benefited from bogus vot-
ing for years and was now fac-
ing difficulties because of the
Special Summary Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Speaking to reporters in
Haveri, Bommai accused Dep-
uty Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar of staging a protest
outside the Election Officer’s
office to protect bogus votes.
He alleged that some voters
had been registered at multiple
locations and that votes had
also been cast in the names of
deceased persons.

Bommai said the SIR pro-
cess in Karnataka had been
progressing smoothly from
the beginning. He alleged that
the Congress had initially at-
tempted to facilitate the filling
of applications at places such
as mosques, which the BJP
had opposed. He said the draft
electoral roll was scheduled to

be published on October 8
and accused the Congress of

Basavaraj Bommai
MP, former Chief Minister

creating confusion by holding
protests before its release.

He said BJP leaders had al-
ready met the Election Officer
and submitted a representation
regarding the issue. According
to Bommai, the revision pro-
cess was now proceeding in
accordance with the law. He
clarified that the State Gov-
ernment did not have direct
authority to initiate cases con-
cerning the SIR process, as

such matters fell under the
jurisdiction of election offi-
cials.

On the demand to make Sa-
vanur taluk a separate Assem-
bly constituency, Bommai
said delimitation would have
to be carried out according to
Election Commission rules.
Committees at the central and
state levels would assess pop-
ulation requirements and oth-
er factors before considering

‘ Ourstandis clear.

The votes of
eligible citizens must be
protected, while votes
belonging to ineligible
persons must be
removed.”

— Basavaraj Bommai MP

such demands, he said.
Reacting to AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s demand
to annul elections held after
the beginning of the SIR pro-
cess, Bommai said the Con-
gress was making excuses

Bommai defends
Karnataka’s
electoral revision

Basavaraj Bommai stated
that Karnataka'’s electoral
revision is proceeding
lawfully. He accused
Congress of political
interference, creating
unrest over draft rolls, and
making excuses following
electoral setbacks, while
noting delimitation
requires official Commis-
sion rules.

after suffering defeats in sev-
eral places. Instead, the party
should introspect and identify
the reasons for its electoral
setbacks, he said.

On demands for the suspen-
sion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar,
Bommai accused the Congress
and its allies of attempting to
create unrest and said people
would not support such ef-
forts.

Fire destroys plastic warehouse near Bellur

CH NEWS, BIDAR

A massive fire broke out at
the Keerthi Wire Mesh ware-
house, which stores plastic
raw materials, near Bellur vil-
lage in Bidar taluk on Sunday.
The blaze quickly spread
across the warehouse, engulf-
ing the premises and destroy-
ing a large quantity of plastic
materials. The intense fire
caused extensive damage to
the warehouse and its stored
materials.

Thick smoke from the burn-
ing plastic rose high into the
sky, creating concern among
residents of Bellur and neigh-
bouring villages. The dense
smoke spread across the sur-
rounding area and caused

anxiety among people living
nearby. Towering flames were
visible from a distance,
prompting residents to remain
alert as the fire continued to
burn.

After receiving information
about the incident, fire and
emergency personnel rushed
to the warechouse and began
efforts to bring the blaze un-
der control. Firefighters faced
a challenging situation be-
cause of the large quantity of
plastic raw materials stored
inside the premises. They
worked continuously for sev-
eral hours to prevent the
flames from spreading to
nearby areas.

After sustained efforts, the
fire department personnel

managed to completely extin-
guish the flames. No casual-
ties were reported in the inci-
dent, providing relief to resi-
dents and authorities. Howev-
er, the warehouse suffered
major damage, while a sub-
stantial quantity of plastic raw

materials was destroyed in the
fire.

The exact cause of the blaze
has not yet been established.
Officials are expected to con-
duct an inquiry to determine
how the fire started and assess
the extent of the property and
material losses.

The incident has also high-
lighted the need for strict fire
safety precautions at ware-
houses storing plastic and
other highly combustible ma-
terials. Residents have ex-
pressed concern over the
heavy smoke generated by the
fire and its possible impact on
the surrounding environment.
Authorities will examine safe-
ty arrangements at the ware-
house.

Living voters
question death
certificates shown

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

A controversy has emerged in
Vijayapura over the ongoing
revision of electoral rolls after

Basanagouda Patil Yatnal

eight people, whose names
were reportedly cited as de-
ceased voters, appeared be-
fore the district administration
and said they were alive. The
issue has sparked questions
over the use of death certifi-
cates in objections seeking
deletion of names from the
voters’ list.

The controversy arose after
MLA Basanagouda Patil Yat-
nal displayed death certifi-
cates of eight voters while
alleging irregularities in the
electoral rolls. The documents
were cited in connection with
objections filed during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) process. The matter has
now come under scrutiny af-
ter the individuals concerned
appeared before officials and
denied being deceased.

Key points

- Living voters marked as
dead.

— Valid certificates show data
mismatches.

— Targeted deletions spark
political row.

— Yatnal defends roll
verification actions.

— Administration orders
detailed document probe.

— Fears grow over wrongful
deletions.

The eight voters questioned
how death certificates bearing
their names came to be used
in the electoral process. They
also sought action against

The documents were
cited during objections
in the Special Intensive

Revision, drawing
scrutiny after alleged
deceased individuals

appeared and denied it.

those responsible if the docu-
ments were found to have
been improperly used. Their
appearance before the author-
ities has raised concerns
about whether genuine voters
could be wrongly removed
from electoral rolls based on
incorrect records.

According to a verification
reported by The New Indian
Express, the eight certificates
were issued by a competent
authority. However, while the
names of the individuals
matched, some other details,
including names of parents or
spouses, did not correspond
with the details of the living
voters. The discrepancies have
added another dimension to
the controversy.

The development has inten-
sified the political dispute sur-
rounding the electoral roll
revision in Karnataka, with
BJP and Congress leaders
trading allegations over the
submission and verification of
objections. Yatnal has main-
tained that objections were
filed against suspected ineli-
gible entries, including names
of deceased persons, duplicate
voters and non-residents.

The district administration
is expected to examine the re-
cords and establish how the
certificates came to be associ-
ated with the eight voters. The
verification process will also
determine whether the dis-
crepancies resulted from cler-
ical errors, mismatched re-
cords or any deliberate at-
tempt to influence the elector-
al rolls.

‘Elders’ path can guide us towards peace’

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Senior journalist Rafi Bhan-
dari called upon people to fol-
low the values and principles
shown by their elders and
strive for peace, truth and
non-violence. He was speak-
ing after inaugurating a
‘Mushaira’, a poetic sympo-
sium for world peace, organ-
ised by Suvidha Social Ser-
vice Organization in Vijay-
apura to mark the birth anni-
versaries of Mahatma Gandhi
and former Prime Minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri.
Bhandari recalled Mahatma
Gandhi’s belief that “our life
is our message” and said peo-
ple should make their lives an
example for others. He also
highlighted Shastri’s decision
to observe a fast at a time
when the country was facing
poverty and hunger. By per-
sonally experiencing hunger,
Shastri demonstrated the im-
portance of sacrifice and re-
sponsibility, he said.
Bhandari urged people to
resolve to lead healthy and
meaningful lives and said the
world could be conquered
through peace, non-violence

and truth. However, peace has
become increasingly difficult
to find in today’s fast-paced
society, he observed. The rush
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to achieve everything quickly
often creates problems and
accidents. Therefore, people
should carefully consider
their decisions and choose
peaceful ways to resolve dif-
ferences, he said.

Alimulla Hussain, lecturer
at Anjuman College, said
Gandhi’s message of rejecting
discrimination based on co-
lour and other differences
continues to remain relevant.
Peace, he said, is the founda-
tion of a beautiful and harmo-
nious society. He appealed to
people to remain united and
work for the welfare of soci-
ety without allowing untow-

ard incidents to create divi-
sions.

Siraj Jamkhandi, principal
of Sikab School, Tikota, also
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spoke on the occasion. Orga-
nization president Fayaz Ka-
ladgi welcomed the gathering
and delivered the introductory
address.

Mohammad Naseem Rozin-
dar, Shabbir Pital, Dadapir
Mujawar, M.S. Patil (Gani-
yara), Pidahusein Kaladgi,
Ravi Murugod, Mirasab Mul-
la and Ijaz Mukbil were pres-
ent on the dais.

Poets including Momin Bi-
japuri, Mujeeb Ahmed Mu-
jeeb, Abdulkhadir Sahil,
Rizwan Ahmed Rizwan, Iqbal
Khadim and Aqib Raza recit-
ed their poems during the pro-
gramme.

GLOBAL TEMPERATURE EFFECTS

Labourer stabbed to death
after 500 demand

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

A daily-wage labourer was
allegedly stabbed to death af-
ter four youths demanded
%500 from him near the Tun-
ga Channel in Ashok Nagar,
Shivamogga. Police have reg-
istered a murder case at Dod-
dapete Police Station.

According to the available

information, the incident oc-
curred around 8 pm when four
youths arrived on two motor-
cycles near the Tunga Chan-
nel. They allegedly noticed
Mahammad Ali, a daily-wage
worker, carrying a 3500 note
and approached him demand-
ing the money.
Ali reportedly refused to hand
over the cash. The youths al-
legedly attacked him with a
knife, snatched the 500 and
fled the spot. Ali sustained
serious injuries and died by
the roadside before help could
reach him.

After learning about the
incident, local residents and
the victim’s family rushed to
the spot. The incident has
caused concern among resi-

dents in the area. Police have
registered a case and begun
an investigation to identify
and apprehend those respon-
sible.

The incident has also brought
renewed attention to concerns
raised over drug use and asso-
ciated criminal activity in
parts of Shivamogga. Reports
of youths consuming ganja
and becoming involved in vi-
olence and other offences
have caused concern among
residents.

Local residents have urged
the police to intensify action
against the illegal supply and
use of ganja and take steps to
prevent drug-related crimes.
They have also called for
greater surveillance in areas
where groups of youths re-
portedly gather, particularly
during late evening and night
hours.

Police are investigating the
circumstances surrounding
the killing, including the iden-
tity and whereabouts of the
suspects. Further details are
expected as the investigation
progresses.

Suspect arrested
over alleged terror
links in Bidar

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Bhalki Rural police have ar-
rested a man from Enakuru
village after allegedly finding
a WhatsApp link connecting
him to a banned Pakistan-
based organisation. The ac-
cused, identified as Vishala-
kumar Metre, was arrested
after police examined his mo-
bile phone and allegedly
found details raising suspi-
cion about his links with the
organisation. Police registered
a suo motu case and took him
into custody.

The arrest comes days after
two suspected terrorists were
reportedly arrested in Chikka-
ballapur.

However, the accused’s aunt
denied the allegations, claim-
ing that the case was fabricat-
ed amid a property dispute
involving his parents. She said
police searched their house
two days ago and took Visha-
lakumar away. Police are in-
vestigating the alleged links
and circumstances surround-
ing the case.

Minister warns of tough months, urges water conservation

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

Agriculture Minister Naren-
dra Swamy has warned that
Karnataka could face difficult
conditions over the next seven
to eight months due to chang-
ing weather patterns, rising
temperatures and the possible
impact of El Nino. He urged
people to use water carefully
and conserve the resource
from now itself.

Speaking to reporters in
Madikeri, Swamy said cli-
mate change and increasing
global temperatures were af-
fecting weather patterns. The
El Nino phenomenon could
also influence cloud move-
ment and rainfall distribution,

potentially causing significant
variations from normal rain-
fall, he said.

The Minister warned that
rain could fail to reach areas
where it is urgently needed,
while heavy rainfall could oc-
cur in places where it is less
beneficial. Such uneven rain-
fall could have a direct impact
on groundwater resources.
With groundwater levels ex-
pected to decline further, peo-
ple should reduce unneces-
sary water consumption and
adopt conservation measures,
he said.

“Save water, save the fu-
ture,” Swamy said, stressing
that conserving water should
be treated as a collective re-

sponsibility. He appealed to
people to continue water-sav-
ing practices during the com-
ing months, particularly
through the summer period.
The Minister also expressed
concern over the possible im-
pact of water shortages on
agriculture. Reduced avail-
ability of water could affect
the cultivation and supply of
vegetables and leafy greens,
potentially leading to higher
food prices. He warned that
the situation could become
more difficult if traders or
others attempted to hoard es-
sential commodities and cre-
ate an artificial shortage.
Swamy called for public
cooperation with the govern-

ment in dealing with any
emerging water or food-relat-

Narendra Swamy

ed challenges. He also said
rising temperatures could cre-

ate health concerns and that
preventive measures would be

IN SHORT

mate-related challenges had
also taken place at the nation-

Minister warns of summer challenges

— Minister Swamy warned that water shortages could impact
agriculture, spike vegetable prices, and cause artificial hoarding.

— Urging public cooperation, he assured that the government is
monitoring climate conditions, preparing summer advisories, and

tracking health concerns.

necessary to protect people
during the summer.

The Minister said the pre-
vailing climatic conditions in
Karnataka, India and other
parts of the world were being
closely monitored. Discus-
sions on preparations for the
summer and possible cli-

al level.

He said the government was
prepared to issue advance
warnings if necessary and as-
sured that important informa-
tion and advisories would be
communicated to the public
through Former Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah.
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Head-on collision leaves
10 people injured

CH NEWS,
CHAMARAJANAGAR

Ten people were injured in
a head-on collision
between two cars on the
outskirts of Hanur town in
Chamarajanagar district
on Sunday. The accident
occurred near
Mahadeshwara IT|
College when a car carry-
ing devotees from
Bengaluru towards Male
Mahadeshwara Betta col-
lided with another vehicle
heading towards
Kollegala. Seven occu-
pants of the first car suf-
fered serious injuries,
including fractures. The
injured were identified as
Suvarna, 37, Lokesh, 20,
Shreya, 16, Rukmini, 42,
Manjesh, 43, Bhagyamma,
55, Mahadeva, 50,
Mansoor, 38, Mohammed
Taufig, 28, and Nizam, 29.
Fire and police personnel
rushed to the spot and
arranged transportation
after a108 ambulance
was reportedly unavaila-
ble. Passing auto-rick-
shaws were stopped, and
the injured were shifted to
Holy Cross Hospital in
Kamagere. Hanur police
inspected the accident
spot and visited the hos-
pital. Both cars were
seized, and a case was
registered.

CCTV captures suspected

cattle theft in Mudigere

CH NEWS,
CHIKKAMAGALURU

A distressing incident
involving suspected cattle
thieves was captured on
CCTV near National
Highway 173 in Bilugula
village of Mudigere taluk
in Chikkamagaluru dis-
trict. The footage report-
edly shows a mother cow
chasing after thieves as
they allegedly dragged her
calf away with a rope tied
around its neck. The emo-
tional scene has sparked
concern and anger among
local residents. The inci-
dent comes amid com-
plaints about cattle thefts
in Mudigere town and sur-
rounding areas. Villagers
and Hindu organisations
have urged Mudigere
police to identify and
arrest those involved.
They have also called for
strict action against the
accused based on the
CCTV footage. Police are
expected to examine the
footage and investigate
the incident.
|

Grandfather, two
grandsons drown

infarm pond

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPUR

A grandfather and his two
grandsons drowned in a
farm pond at Husenapura
village in Chintamani
taluk. Muninarayanappa,
60, and his grandsons
Yashvin and Prajwal had
gone to their farmland to
offer prayers at an
Anjaneya Swamy temple.
When they did not return.

Vijayendra accuses CM
Shivakumar of misusing power

B Y Vijayendra noted that Form 7 is an Election Commission
mechanism for raising objections to voter roll entries.

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Karnataka BJP president B'Y
Vijayendra on Sunday ac-
cused Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar of misusing pow-
er and criticised the Congress
government over several is-
sues, including the Form 7
controversy, the NICE project
and drought relief.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Hagalavadi Junjappa-
na Hatti in Gubbi taluk, Vi-
jayendra alleged that the gov-
ernment was using the Form
7 issue as a pretext to target
BJP workers.

He said Form 7 is an Elec-
tion Commission mechanism
through which objections can

-

be raised against names in
electoral rolls.

Vijayendra claimed that
BJP workers had faced FIRs
and action over applications
submitted during the voter
revision process. The BJP
has previously disputed Shi-

Vijayendra seeks ¥50,000 drought
relief peracre

BJP state president B.Y. Vijayendra has demanded that the Karnataka
government provide drought relief of 50,000 per acre to farmers
affected by the severe drought. Speaking in Gubbi taluk, Vijayendra
criticised the government for announcing only 32,500 per hectare and
alleged that it was waiting for Central assistance instead of ade-
quately supporting farmers. He also alleged that the state treasury
had been emptied by the Congress government’s guarantee schemes,
creating difficulties in paying salaries. Vijayendra demanded that
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar issue a white paper detailing the

state’s financial condition.

Tungabhadra water revives
drled Bheeshma lake

W’"W

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, GADAG

The historic Bheeshma Lake
in Gadag has received a fresh
lease of life as water from the
Tungabhadra River began
flowing into the dried-up
lake, bringing relief and joy to
residents of the Gadag-Betag-
eri twin cities.

The lake had remained
largely dry for several months
due to severe drought, caus-
ing groundwater levels to fall
sharply and affecting bore-
wells in surrounding areas.
The situation had raised con-
cerns among residents over
drinking water availability in
the city. The inflow of Tung-
abhadra water is now expect-
ed to help recharge ground-
water and improve water
availability in hundreds of
nearby borewells.

The development has also
brought renewed attention to
the importance of Bheeshma
Lake as a recreational and
tourist spot. The lake is
known for the tall statue of
Jagadguru Basaveshwara lo-
cated in its centre. With water
returning to the lake, residents
have been visiting its banks,
particularly during the eve-
ning, to witness the changed
landscape.

Boating activities, which
had been suspended due to
the lack of water, are also ex-
pected to resume once condi-
tions become suitable. Local
traders and others dependent

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

A central drought assess-
ment team on Sunday visited
drought-hit areas in Hiriyur
and Challakere taluks and
inspected crop damage
caused by deficient rainfall.
The team witnessed the dif-
ficulties faced by farmers
and assessed the ground sit-
uation in villages covered
under the first phase of the
drought declaration.

The team was led by Ajit
Kumar Sahu, Joint Secre-
tary, Union Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Farmers” Wel-
fare. Deputy Director Chet
Ram Meena, NITI Aayog
OSD Colonel Amarendra
Singh and Director of Water
Resources and River Reju-
venation Dr J. Harsha were
part of the team.

The team first visited the
farm of farmer Thirumalap-
pa in Sakkara village of
Dharmapura hobli, Hiriyur
taluk. He had sown ground-
nut on about 2.5 acres after
spending around 386,893 on
seeds and fertilizers. How-
ever, the crop completely
withered due to lack of rain-
fall. Thirumalappa, who said
he had suffered a loss of
nearly X1 lakh, appealed to
the Central and state govern-
ments for immediate assis-

Central team 1nspects drought-hit fields

on visitors to the lake hope
the revival will increase tour-
ist activity and provide a
boost to their livelihoods.

The release of water fol-
‘ To ensure residents

of Gadag-Betageri

face no drinking water
shortages, authorities
immediately channeled
overflowing Tungabhadra
River water into Bheeshma
Lake. This vital measure
successfully recharges
local borewells, securing
steady water supply and
bringing joy to the commu-
nity.”

— Rajaram Pawar, Municipal
Commissioner

lows concerns raised through
a special report on the deteri-
orating condition of Bheesh-
ma Lake. The report high-
lighted the dry lakebed, de-
clining groundwater levels
and difficulties faced by resi-
dents during the drought.

Following the concerns,
people’s representatives and
officials from the municipal
administration and irrigation
department took steps to facil-
itate the release of water from
the Tungabhadra River into
the lake. Residents have wel-
comed the move, saying the
restoration of the lake could
provide both environmental
and economic benefits to the
twin cities.

The development has also
highlighted the role of sus-
tained water conservation ef-
forts in addressing the impact
of drought and protecting im-
portant water bodies in the
district.
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B.Y. Vijayendra
BJP state president

vakumar’s allegation of a
large-scale conspiracy to de-
lete voters, while the Chief
Minister has sought investi-
gation into alleged misuse of
Form 7.

Vijayendra also criticised
the government’s handling of
the NICE project and the
proposed Bidadi township
project. He alleged that farm-
ers were protesting against
the developments and ac-
cused the government of fail-
ing to adequately address
drought-related problems. He
questioned the state’s finan-
cial position and demanded
that the government issue a
white paper on its finances.

The BJP leader further crit-
icised Shivakumar over re-
marks concerning Veerashai-

va-Lingayat mutts and said
the people would respond to
what he described as the gov-
ernment’s misuse of power.
These were political allega-
tions made by Vijayendra at
the press conference.

On the BJP-JD(S) alliance,
Vijayendra said the two par-
ties’ national leaders wanted
them to continue working
together.

He said he had discussed
the matter with JD(S) leader

¥50,000

per acre: the ought relief
Vijayendra demands. The
government has announced
%2,500 per hectare

H D Kumaraswamy and sug-
gested that the parties should
begin discussions on
seat-sharing for upcoming
Zilla Panchayat and Taluk
Panchayat elections.

The BJP and JD(S) have
already agreed to jointly con-
test the four upcoming Kar-
nataka Legislative Council
seats, with leaders of both
parties holding coordination
meetings.

Shabbir seeks cabinet-rank
role for Tanveer Sait

Congress MLA Tanveer
Sait, a former
Karnataka minister,
won the 2023 assembly
election from his
constituency.

CH NEWS, SRINIVASPUR

Senior Congress leader Tan-
veer Sait should be given a
suitable cabinet-rank respon-
sibility in the state govern-
ment, said Shabbir Ahmed, a
member of the District Com-
mittee of the Prime Minister’s
15-Point Programme.

Ahmed urged Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar, AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
Karnataka Congress in-charge
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
the Congress high command
to consider appointing Sait to
a key position such as the
Chief Minister’s Political
Secretary.

He said Sait, a six-time
MLA from the Narasimharaja
Assembly constituency in
Mysuru, has extensive expe-
rience in public life and party

Key points

— Senior MLA demands cabinet
berth.

— Supporters stage protests in
Mysuru.

— Extensive experience cited
forrole.

— Loyal service requires
leadership recognition.

— Organizational strength
needs active utilization.

— Appeals made to party high
command.

organisation. Sait was elected
from the constituency as a
Congress candidate in the
2023 Karnataka Assembly
elections and has previously
served as a minister in the
state government.

According to Ahmed, Sait’s
long political experience, or-
ganisational skills and public
service should be utilised by
entrusting him with an appro-
priate responsibility. He said
Sait has maintained a good
rapport with people from dif-
ferent sections of society and
could contribute to strength-
ening the party organisation
and supporting administrative
work.

The demand comes amid
recent protests by Sait’s sup-
porters in Mysuru seeking a
ministerial berth for him.
Ahmed said the party leader-
ship should consider assign-
ing Sait a responsibility com-
mensurate with his experience
and contribution to the Con-
gress.

Describing Sait as a com-
mitted and loyal Congress
worker, Ahmed appealed to
the party leadership to recog-
nise his services and utilise
his capabilities by providing
him with a suitable cabi-
net-rank responsibility. He
said such an appointment
would enable Sait to continue
contributing to the party and
public administration.

Government
committed to better
healthcare amenities

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Minister and MLA H.C. Bal-
akrishna said the government
was committed to improving
healthcare services and basic
amenities in rural areas. He
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing a health check-up camp at
Chakrabhavi village in Maga-
di taluk.

Balakrishna urged people to
give priority to health and
good conduct rather than ma-
terial wealth. He advised pa-
tients with diabetes and high
blood pressure to continue
prescribed medicines and
maintain regular physical ac-
tivity. He also stressed early
diagnosis and treatment of
diseases, including cancer.
The government was taking
preventive measures and steps
to administer a cancer-preven-
tion vaccine to ninth-grade
girls annually, he said.

The Minister said govern-
ment hospitals provide eye-
glasses, hearing aids and free
knee replacement surgeries.
He said construction of a new
%40-crore hospital in Magadi
was progressing and another
hospital would be built at

L L e T B

IR

Gejjugaguppe. Sixty Non-

Communicable Disease clin-
ics were being established to
provide treatment for hyper-
tension and diabetes.
Arrangements would also be
made for stent procedures and
other surgeries for poor pa-
tients.

Balakrishna said water
would be supplied from
the Y.G. Gudda source to
Chakrabhavi tank by October.
Under a %350-crore project,
water from the Hemavathi and
Sriranga irrigation projects
would be used to fill tanks in
Thippasandra and Kuduru
hoblis. Development works
were also underway in several
villages, including road and
drainage improvements.

Block Congress president
K. Krishnamurthy said eight
health camps had already
been conducted, benefiting
more than 1,000 people. Free
medicines, food and transport
were provided, while eligible
patients were taken to Benga-
luru for specialised treatment.
Four people had already re-
ceived stents, he said. Local
leaders, doctors and residents
attended the programme.

BJP workers clash during
Vijayendra-led meeting

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

BJP workers clashed during a
‘Booth Vijaya Sankalpa’
meeting organised as part of
the party’s ‘Seva Sankalpa
Abhiyana’ in Chelur of Gubbi
taluk on Sunday. The incident
occurred in the presence of
BJP state president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra.

The clash reportedly broke
out between supporters of
Dilip Kumar, who contested
and lost the previous Assem-
bly election, and supporters of
‘Gas Babu’, who is seeking
the BJP ticket. Trouble began
when supporters of Dilip Ku-
mar allegedly disrupted Gas
Babu’s speech during the
meeting.

Angered by the interruption,
Gas Babu reportedly stepped
down from the stage and en-

“When we point a finger
at someone else, four
fingers point back at us”

B.Y. VIJAYENDRA BJP
president

gaged in a heated argument
with Dilip Kumar’s support-
ers. The situation created ten-
sion among party workers,
prompting Vijayendra to inter-
vene and pacify the two
groups.

Speaking after the incident,
Vijayendra warned party

workers against public infight-
ing and said internal disputes
could weaken the BJP’s pros-
pects in the constituency. He
recalled the saying that a pot-
ter takes a year to make some-
thing, while a club can destroy
it in a minute, stressing that
the party’s efforts could be
damaged quickly by internal
conflicts.

Vijayendra also cautioned
leaders and senior members
sitting on the stage to exercise
restraint. “When we point a
finger at someone else, four
fingers point back at us,” he
said, urging party workers to
remember that the entire state
watches the party whenever its
leaders fight publicly.

Addressing BJP workers
from Gubbi and Tumakuru,
Vijayendra said the party
could have won the constitu-
ency long ago if leaders and
workers had avoided internal
differences. He criticised those
who believed that the BJP had
come into existence only after
their arrival and reminded
them that the party was built
through the collective efforts
of several leaders and workers.

Vijayendra further warned
that continued factionalism
could force him to personally
intervene in the constituency’s
political affairs. He said that if
the infighting continued, he
might even consider contest-
ing from the seat himself.

Central team to assess drought situation in Koppal

Koppal: A high-level Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) will visit
Koppal district on October 5 to assess the Kharif drought situation and
crop damage in Karnataka. The team, led by Director Dr. Man Singh, will
inspect Koppal along with Yadgir, Raichur and Bagalkot districts until
October 6. Three central teams have been deployed across drought-af-
fected districts. Another team will visit Tumakuru, Chitradurga, Davan-
agere and Vijayanagara, while the third team will inspect Hassan,
Mysuru, Chamarajanagar and Mandya. The teams will assess crop losses
and farmers’ distress before submitting a comprehensive report to the
Union Government regarding the drought situation in the state.

tance.

The team also inspected
maize and cotton crops be-
longing to Mukundappa,
which had suffered due to
declining groundwater lev-
els. At farmer Nagaraja’s
house, the team saw the
withered groundnut crop he
had harvested and stored.
Nagaraja said the crop had
failed completely and had to
be used as fodder for live-
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CHANGE OF NAME _| _CHANGE OF NAME |

HASSNAL AASHIQUE alias
MAHIN ASIF ABDULLAH S/o
KURNADKA MAHIN KUNHI
ABDUL HAMEED, R/o 19-5-
276/2, Peace Patel Compound, B
R Karkera Road, Near Police
Station Pandeshwar, Mangalore,
Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka-
575001, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
MAHIN ASIF ABDULLAH.

I, HANAMANTH S/o
SHIVAPPA MASKI, R/o
Kushtagi, Vanageri, Koppal,

583277, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be

HANAMANTHAPPA.

Karnataka-

known as

CHANGE OF NAME

I, LAKSHMAMMA G |
VERNEKAR W/o Late

VASANTHAMMA RAMANNA, W/o
Naganna, aged about 44 years, R/o Kuru
palya, Kasaba Hobli, Kunigal, Tumakuru

IN THE COURT OF THE DISTRICT MUNSIF

Prabhu and another

M/s Citi Farms & Resorts,
a registered partnership firm
rep by it's managing partner

P.Sreenivasulu reddy and others

Notice to Defendants:

D-1, M/s Citi Farms & Resorts, a registered
partnership firm, Represented by its Managing
Partner Sri.P.Sreenivasalu Reddy, having its
office at No. 101, 1st Floor, Batavia Chambers,
No.8 Kumara Krupa Road, Sivananda Circle,
Bangalore - 560 001,

Please take notice that the above case OS.No. 98
of 2023 came up for hearing before the Hon’ble
District Munsif Court, Hosur on 14-08-2026, the

COURT AT, HOSUR
O.S No0.98/2023

...plaintiff

Versus

...Defendants

COURT NOTICE

stock.

The team later visited the
field of Thippayya, a retired
principal and farmer, who
had cultivated red gram on
nearly 10 acres. He said he
spent 262,025 on sowing but
received no adequate rain-
fall. With borewells also fail-
ing to provide water, the
crop remained stunted and
he expected losses of more
than %3 lakh.

GAJANAN VERNEKAR, R/o
2379, 10th Main, 2nd Cross, M
C C A Block, Davanagere,
Southern Extension-dvg,
Davangere, Karnataka-577004,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
KAMAKSHAMMA G
VERNEKAR.

District — 572130, Karnataka, hereby declare
thatmynameisrecordedasVASANTHAMMA
in my Aadhaar Card, while RAMANNA is
my father’s name as per PAN Card (PAN:
BBHPV3897B). | shall hereafter use my full
name as VASANTHAMMA RAMANNA,
with VASANTHAMMA as Given Name and
RAMANNA as Surname. VASANTHAMMA
and VASANTHAMMA RAMANNA refer
to one and the same person. Vide affidavit
Dated 21st September 2026, Sworn before
Advocate and Notary Munirathnamma D. at

____(CHJCLASSIF

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

Bangalore.

Hon’ble court ordered to effect substituted service
to Defendants named above and stands posted to
09-10-2026, you should appear before the Hon’ble
Court on 09-10-2026 at 10.00 A.M. onwards in
person or through a counsel and submit your
objections, failing which the court may proceed to
pass further order.

/By the order of the court/
Advocate, Hosur
K.M. BABU, B.ALL, LLB.,
# MIG-4, Ist Floor
Sri Kashi Vishwanathar Aalayam Road Opp.
Uzhavar Sanahai, Hosur-635 109 Mob: 86084
59401, 63800 35259
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17 MONTHS TO GO:
GOVERNANCE MUST
REMAIN THE PRIORITY

IZIITT] SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

ith around 17 months remaining before the 2028 Kar-
\ }‘ / nataka Assembly elections, political parties have al-
ready begun preparing their organisational machinery.
The ruling Congress, too, has launched an extensive statewide
political outreach programme. The KPCC’s Bharat Jodo 2.0
began from Shikaripura on September 30 and is planned as an
84-day programme covering the 84 Assembly constituencies
that Congress lost in the 2023 elections. The party has said the
programme is intended to strengthen its organisation, interact
with people and highlight issues including the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls.

The timing of such political
activity inevitably raises a
larger question: how much
attention can the government
continue to devote to political
mobilisation when several
pressing administrative and
economic challenges demand
sustained attention?

For the government, the coming months are particularly im-
portant. Karnataka has to deal with the consequences of inade-
quate rainfall in several regions, including concerns over drink-
ing water, agriculture, horticulture, livestock and fodder. The
administration’s response will require close coordination among
the Revenue, Agriculture, Horticulture, Water Resources and
Rural Development departments, besides district administra-
tions and local bodies.

This is not merely a political issue. It is a governance
challenge.

The Chief Minister and his Cabinet have to ensure that de-
partmental responsibilities do not get overshadowed by political
programmes and constituency-level engagements. Ministers are
expected to remain accessible to their departments and districts,
particularly when farmers, rural communities and livestock
owners face seasonal difficulties.

The calendar itself makes the next few months significant.
The Mysuru Dasara celebrations will occupy considerable ad-
ministrative attention, followed by Deepavali and the winter
session of the Legislature. These are important public events
and constitutional responsibilities, but they should not result in
a slowdown in routine governance.

The real test of any government is not the number of political
programmes it organises but how effectively its machinery re-
sponds when citizens face difficulties.

There is also a broader political reality. The Congress is now
looking ahead to the 2028 Assembly election, just as the BJP
and JD(S) are expected to strengthen their organisational activ-
ities. The Congress’s decision to take its new padayatra through
constituencies it lost in 2023 clearly demonstrates the impor-
tance it attaches to rebuilding its political base.

There is nothing unusual about a ruling party preparing for
the next election. However, political mobilisation and gover-
nance need not be competing exercises. The challenge for the
government is to ensure that election preparations do not be-
come a substitute for administration.

The next five to six months could be crucial from the perspec-
tive of water availability, agricultural conditions and rural dis-
tress. Government departments must therefore maintain contin-
uous monitoring at the taluk
and district levels. Drinking
water arrangements, fodder
availability, crop-loss assess-
ment, relief measures and
groundwater conditions re-
quire timely intervention rather than last-minute responses.

Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar has a long political runway
before the 2028 election. The Karnataka government itself re-
cords him as Chief Minister since June 3, 2026. That gives the
administration substantial time to demonstrate what can be
achieved through effective governance before the electoral con-
test becomes the dominant political focus.

The Opposition will naturally scrutinise every failure of the
government and use public grievances as political issues. That
is part of democratic politics. The government’s strongest re-
sponse to such criticism, however, lies in functioning institu-
tions, responsive administration and visible delivery of public
services.

Seventeen months is still a considerable period in politics, but
a short period when drought, water security, agriculture and
rural livelihoods are involved. The immediate challenge before
the government is to ensure that political preparation does not
come at the cost of administrative attention. Governance will
ultimately be judged on how effectively the government re-
sponds to people’s everyday problems.

—— LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ——

Care For Expecting Mothers
Pregnancy is celebrated in our society, but a woman’s mental
health during this period is completely ignored. We focus only
on physical check-ups, diet, and scans. What about her anxiety,
mood swings, fear of delivery, and career stress? Many pregnant
women cry alone because if they speak, they are told, “Don’t
think negative.” This silence can lead to depression and affect
both mother and baby. Families, especially husbands, must lis-
ten to her without judging. Doctors should also screen for men-
tal stress like they check BP and sugar. Taking rest and seeking
counselling should not be called weakness. A happy mother is
the foundation of a healthy child. It is time our society under-
stands that mental care is also maternal care.

— Priya Sharma

This is not merely a
political issue. Itisa
governance challenge.

Pregnancy Stress Needs Attention

Through your esteemed newspaper, I wish to highlight the hid-
den suffering of pregnant women. In Indian families, a pregnant
woman is expected to be always happy and strong. In reality,
hormonal changes, body pain, sleepless nights, and fear about
the future make her mentally vulnerable. Working women face
double pressure from office and home. Others face constant
advice and comparison from relatives. Yet mental health is treat-
ed as a taboo topic. We need awareness. Light exercise, yoga,
proper sleep, and family support can help her cope. If anxiety
continues, professional help must be taken without shame.
Motherhood should not mean silent sacrifice. Let us support her
mind, not just her body. — Anita Verma

Listen To Pregnant Women
Why do we ask a pregnant woman what she ate, but never ask
how she feels? Mental health during pregnancy is as important
as physical health, but it is the least discussed. Many women
fear losing their identity after childbirth. They worry about pain,
finances, and being a good mother. Instead of support, they get
pressure to stay positive. It is the duty of family members to
share household work, give her rest, and accompany her for
check-ups. Society must stop glorifying women who work with-
out rest till delivery. If we protect a mother’s mental peace to-
day, we protect the next generation tomorrow.

— Dr. Sneha Kulkarni

WHO IS AJOURNALIST AND
WHO IS A PROPAGANDIST?

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

In today’s times, it’s be-

coming more difficult than

ever to distinguish be-
tween a journalist and a pro-
pagandist. The number of
news outlets has increased,
sources of information have
expanded, and social media
has given everyone a platform
to express their views. But
amidst this expansion, a seri-
ous question has arisen about
the fundamental role of jour-
nalism—is journalism still a
medium for questioning pow-
er, or is it becoming part of
political and ideological fac-
tions? This question is not
limited to any one person,
organization, channel, or ide-
ology. The question of jour-
nalism’s credibility in a de-
mocracy is much broader than
this.

Today, the media is often
accused of dividing journal-
ism into two distinct camps.
One camp appears to defend

“In a democracy, a
journalist should
neither be a friend nor
an enemy of power.”
DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

almost every policy, decision,
and statement of the ruling
party, while the other finds
fault or flaw in almost every
move by the ruling party.
Both have their own audienc-
es, readers, and supporters.
Both have their own argu-
ments, and both have their
own ideological following.
The problem isn’t whether a
journalist criticizes or sup-
ports a particular policy. The
problem arises when a jour-
nalist’s role is limited to sup-
porting or opposing a political
party.

The job of journalism isn’t
to stand in favor of power.
But its job isn’t just to oppose
power either. Its true respon-

sibility is to stand up to pow-
er and question it. In a de-
mocracy, power isn’t the pri-
vate right of any one party,
leader, or government. Power
is a responsibility bestowed
by the people, and journalism
is an important means of pub-
lic oversight of that responsi-
bility. Therefore, a journal-
ist’s primary responsibility
should not be to any party,
leader, or ideology, but to
facts, the Constitution, demo-
cratic institutions, and the
public interest.

This is why asking ques-
tions is the most important
task in journalism. When the
government makes a decision,
the questions should be why it
was made, what is its pur-
pose, who will benefit from it,
who will suffer its losses, how
much public money will be
spent on it, and how will its
consequences be measured.
Similarly, when the opposi-
tion makes a claim, the ques-
tions should be: what are the
facts behind that claim, what
is its basis, whether it has any
alternative proposals, and
how practical are its promis-
es. The yardstick for question-
ing should be facts and public
interest, not individuals or
parties.

The biggest challenge fac-
ing journalism today isn’t just
political pressure. Another
challenge is equally serious—
viewer and reader preferenc-
es. People often want to hear
only what confirms their pre-
conceived notions. This puts
pressure on media organiza-
tions to produce content that
resonates with their target
audience. This is where the
line between journalism and
propaganda begins to blur.

The purpose of propaganda
is to create public opinion in
favor of an idea, person, or
system. The purpose of jour-
nalism is to inform the public
based on available facts and
raise relevant questions. The

difference between the two is
not always evident in words,
but in the methodology of
work. In journalism, it is im-
portant to verify sources, ver-
ify claims, examine context,
and provide relevant parties

with an opportunity to present
their views. Conversely, when
conclusions are predetermined
and facts are selected solely to
support them, the credibility
of journalism is bound to be
questioned.

A journalist can make mis-
takes. A fact may be misre-
ported, or a story may be
missing context. But the hall-
mark of credible journalism is
correcting mistakes when
they arise, rechecking sourc-
es, and constantly introspect-
ing on one’s reporting. Fair-
ness also doesn’t mean pre-
senting both sides of an issue
as equally valid. If one claim
has strong facts to support it,
while another lacks, a journal-
ist’s responsibility is to pres-
ent the facts in the same pro-
portion. Balance cannot mean
giving equal weight to truth
and falsehood.

Similarly, questioning the
government does not imply
opposition. In a democracy,
questioning is not opposition,
but a process of democratic
accountability. It is natural
for the public to question a
government that makes deci-
sions in their name. Unfortu-
nately, today, journalists are
often identified less by their
questions and more by their

perceived political leanings.
If a journalist asks a question
to the government, they are
labeled as belonging to the
opposition camp. If they pres-
ent facts in support of a gov-
ernment decision, they are

labeled as a supporter. Thus,
the journalist’s question be-
comes less discussed and
more discussed about their
perceived loyalty.

This situation is a challenge
not only for journalism but
also for democracy. A healthy
media system should include
both criticism of the govern-
ment and factual reporting of
its good work. The opposi-
tion’s shortcomings should
also be questioned, and their
legitimate questions should
also be given space. A jour-
nalist’s job is not to appease
any party, but to empower cit-
izens to reach their own con-
clusions by providing them
with more information. The
value of journalism should
not be determined by who is
pleased or displeased by its
news, but by how reliable and
verified information it pres-
ents to the public.

Therefore, the path of unbi-
ased journalism is not easy.
The government may be dis-
pleased. The opposition may
also be displeased. Advertis-
ers may be uncomfortable.
Social media crowds may crit-
icize, and their own readers or
viewers may express disagree-
ment. Yet, the true test of jour-
nalism occurs when a journal-

ist has to publish facts that
contradict their own comfort-
able perspectives. If a journal-
ist only asks questions whose
answers please their own sup-
porters, they are bound to face
the question of introspection.

Journalism means neither
subservience to power nor
loyalty to the opposition. Nei-
ther propaganda nor ven-
geance. Neither blind devo-
tion to an ideology nor oppo-
sition for the sake of opposi-
tion. The fundamental foun-
dation of journalism is facts,
questions, context, and public
interest. Democracy needs
journalists who can question
the government, question the
opposition, verify their sourc-
es, and have the courage to
question their own assump-
tions.

Because a journalist’s job
isn’t to change power. Elec-
tions are a public right, and
the decision to change or
maintain power rests with the
voter. A journalist’s job is dif-
ferent. Their job is to ask the
ruling party what they did,
why they did it, for whom,
and who will bear responsi-
bility for the consequences.
Similarly, their responsibility
is to ask the opposition the
basis of its allegations and
promises.

In a democracy, a journalist
should neither be a friend nor
an enemy of power. They
should be a medium for public
questioning. Only when jour-
nalists ask questions, examine
documents, verify claims, and
demand answers from both
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition does journalism fulfill
its democratic role. And when
journalists stop asking ques-
tions, the sources of informa-
tion remain abundant, but
journalism gradually dimin-
ishes. After all, the true iden-
tity of journalism lies not in
siding with any camp, but in
the courage to question every
camp.

THE ‘PUSS’ REACHED
THE COURT FROM CHANDA

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

boor ke”—there’s
hardly a lullaby in childhood
that has such a deep connec-
tion with generations of

(4 hand mama door
ke, pue pakain

Indians. A mother’s lap,
sleep-laden eyes, the idea of
the moon as her uncle, and
the image of sweet pud-
dings—encompassing all of
these, this line is not just a
song, but a cultural memory
of Indian folk life. Thus, the
controversy surrounding the
meaning of the word “boor”
doesn’t just provide an oppor-
tunity to debate a single
word, but forces us to consid-
er how we view language—
from a narrow dictionary
definition or from its histori-
cal, regional, and cultural
context.

India’s linguistic diversity
is so vast that the same word
can have completely different
meanings in different regions.
As pronunciation changes, so
can its meaning; as dialect
changes, so can its connota-
tion; and as time changes, so
can its meaning. This is why
a word’s current meaning can-
not be a reflection of its his-
torical or regional usage.
“Bur” or “Bura” has long
been used in many North In-
dian dialects to refer to finely
powdered sugar or sugar can-
dy. Its use in the context of
puris, laddus, and other tradi-
tional sweets is natural and
intuitive. Therefore, if a word
with a similar sound has an

offensive meaning in another
region, attributing that mean-
ing to the entire song would
not be fair to the linguistic
context.

The world of folk songs
and lullabies is far older than
written dictionaries. They are

passed down through genera-
tions, and the meaning of
their words is rooted in the
culture and way of life of the
community in which they
originated. “Chandamama
Door Ke” is a lullaby from
this folk tradition, later gain-
ing widespread popularity
through the 1955 Hindi film
“Vachan.” Thus, a folk tune
and a folk sentiment, through
cinema, etched a lasting place
in the memories of millions.
To view it solely through the
lens of today’s local meanings
would be to ignore that cul-
tural journey.

The history of language
shows that words are not stat-
ic. They travel, change lan-
guages, cultures, and their
meanings change with them.
From Sanskrit to Prakrit,
Apabhramsha, and modern
Indian languages, and from
languages like Arabic, Per-
sian, Turkish, English, and
French, countless words have
become so ingrained in Indian
languages that their foreign
origins are no longer even ap-
parent. But knowing a word’s
etymology and accepting its
current meaning as equivalent
to its original meaning are
two different things.

Take the word ‘Aurat’. In
the Arabic etymological tradi-

tion, the meanings associated
with ‘awra’ have been related
to things or body parts that
were considered to be covered
or hidden. However, as it en-
tered Indian languages, the
general meaning of ‘Aurat’
became established as woman
or lady. Today, it is used in ev-
erything from common Hindi
colloquial speech to literature
and journalism. Can every us-
age today be read in that old
meaning based solely on its
historical etymology? Clearly
not. This is the reality of lin-
guistic evolution.

The word “madam” is also

The world of folk songs
and lullabies is far older
than written
dictionaries.

an example of semantic
change and social evolution.
Evolving from the French
“ma dame,” this term origi-
nally referred to a woman
with respect. Different phases
of history have had different
social usages, but today, in
English and Indian languages,
“madam” is commonly used
to address a teacher, an offi-
cer, or a respectable woman.
Therefore, to define a word’s
current meaning by focusing
on a single phase of its history
would be to reduce the com-
plexity of linguistics to a sim-
ple conclusion.

The real question isn’t
whether a word has a different
meaning in one place. The
question is whether every
word will be read based on all
its possible meanings in every
context? If this were to hap-
pen, a large portion of vernac-
ular, literature, folk songs,
and old proverbs would be
rendered questionable in to-
day’s semantic system. A
word’s meaning derives from
context, and ignoring context
can distort meaning.

Therefore, in such linguis-
tic matters that arise before
courts and public institutions,

it is not enough to simply
look at the meaning of a
word. It is essential to consid-
er all aspects—the language
or dialect from which the
word originated, the time
when it was used, its meaning
in which region, the purpose
of its creation, and its context
within the sentence. Linguis-
tic sensitivity does not mean
applying every potentially
offensive meaning every-
where. True sensitivity re-
quires respecting the semantic
worlds of different linguistic
communities.

This controversy also offers
a significant social lesson. In
today’s age of digital media
and instant feedback, it’s easy
to find a single meaning of a
word, but difficult to under-
stand its history and context.
The internet can instantly tell
us the meaning of a word, but
it doesn’t necessarily explain
its entire cultural journey.
Therefore, “Google’s mean-
ing” cannot be the definitive
proof of any linguistic con-
clusion. Language can only
be understood by considering
etymology, historical usage,
regional dictionaries, and
context.

Instead of clashing with
modern sensibilities, folk lan-
guage should be used as an
opportunity for dialogue. If a
different meaning of “bur”
makes people uncomfortable
in a particular region, that re-
gional sensibility should be
understood; but it would also
be inappropriate to question
the cultural memory of centu-
ries-old lullabies on the same
grounds. The beauty of lan-

Was the word intended to be
offensive? Was it used in an
obscene manner? Or was it
part of a folk tradition, food,
nature, relationship, or cultur-
al symbol? Without answer-
ing these questions, it would
be premature to judge lan-
guage based solely on the
word.

In “Chandamama door ke,
pue pakaen bur ke,” an Indian
child sees the moon shining in
the distant sky, the intimate
relationship of his maternal
uncle, and the imagery of
sweet puris. This is its cultur-
al context. To ignore this con-
text and grasp only the mean-
ing of a word would be to
view the entire folk memory
through the wrong lens.

Language is like a river: it
keeps flowing, changing
paths, shifting banks, and car-
rying new meanings with it.
It’s as difficult to confine a
word to its current meaning
as it is to stop a river on one
bank. Therefore, the need is
not to fear words, but to un-
derstand them; not to view
folk languages with suspi-
cion, but to embrace their di-
versity. After all, words are
neither good nor bad in them-
selves. Meaning is formed by
context, expression through
expression, and understand-
ing through understanding.
Kabir’s lines remind us of
this human understanding:
“We and you both are one,
speaking and listening are
two. Weighing one mind
against another, two minds
can never be two.” If we can
rise above the controversy of
words and understand the his-

‘ ‘ ‘Boor’ is obscene or sweet? The real question is

context.”

guage lies in its versatility:
the same sound can open up a
world of different meanings
in different places.

Before judging words, we
should examine their context.

— Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

tory, culture, and emotions
hidden behind them, then lan-
guage will not only remain a
medium of communication
but also a bridge connecting
diverse India.
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Nayara Energy
hikes petrol,
diesel prices

NEW DELHI
Nayara Energy has
increased petrol prices by
35 per litre and diesel
prices by %3, effective from
the early hours of
Saturday, October 3, as
the private fuel retailer
seeks to narrow the gap
between retail prices and
rising international oil and
refined-product costs.
The latest hike comes
amid renewed pressure on
fuel retailers from higher
global energy prices.
Nayara Energy, which
operates 7,108 petrol
pumps across the country,
has made several price
adjustments this year as
refiners deal with geopo-
litical disruptions affecting
crude and refined-product
markets. The company is
India’s largest private fuel
retailer. The latest revision
is aimed at responding to
higher international energy
costs and changing
conditions in global oil
markets.

RBI may hike
reporate
by 0.25%

MUMBAI
The Reserve Bank of India
may raise the repo rate by
0.25 percentinits
October monetary policy
review amid rising infla-
tionary pressures, a poll of
16 economists and bank-
ers found. The repo rate
currently stands at 5.25
per cent. A hike would
reverse the rate-cut cycle
that beganin 2025 after
the RBI last raised rates by
0.25 per cent to 6.50 per
cent in February 2023.
Experts cited renewed
tensions in West Asia,
higher energy and com-
modity prices, global cen-
tral bank rate hikes and
strong domestic growth as
key risks. Most partici-
pants expect a hike with a
hawkish stance, while
some favour status quo.
Several economists
expect two to three hikes
in FY27. “Coordination with
global central bank hikes,
rising inflation risks and
strong growth momentum
provide policy space to
hike,” — Kanika Pasricha,
Chief Economic Advisor,
Union Bank of India.

Review bank
statements to curb

wasteful spending

NEW DELHI
Reviewing bank state-
ments can help identify
wasteful spending, con-
trol expenses and protect
savings. UPIl and credit
cards offer convenience,
but rewards, cashback
offers and easy payments
can encourage spending
beyond limits.

A weekly review can iden-
tify unusual transactions,
missed payments and
unnecessary expenses
early. A month-end check
provides a clearer view of
cash flow, recurring
expenses and savings
patterns. Setting a review
day, such as Sunday
evening, can make the
habit easier.
Unused subscriptions are
a common source of
waste. OTT platforms,
music services and cloud
storage may continue
charging through auto-
matic debits even when
rarely used. Regular
checks can help identify
and cancel such services.
Frequent food orders can
increase expenses, with
%300-500 orders several
times a week adding up
to thousands of rupees
monthly. Impulse pur-
chases during sales can
encourage unnecessary
spending. Banking alerts
and expense-tracking
apps can help monitor
transactions and prevent
small leaks from becom-
ing larger financial prob-
lems over time.

India-Canada to begin fifth round of CEPA talks

NEW DELHI

India and Canada will begin
the fifth round of negotiations
for the proposed Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) in Ottawa
on October 5, with both sides
seeking to conclude the talks
by the end of this calendar
year, an official said.

The five-day round of dis-
cussions is scheduled to begin
on October 5 and may contin-
ue until October 9. The nego-

tiations will be led by the
chief negotiators of the two
countries as they work to ad-
vance the proposed economic
partnership agreement.

The latest round follows the
fourth round of negotiations,
which concluded in New Del-
hi on September 18.

The proposed CEPA is the
focus of the ongoing trade ne-
gotiations between the two
countries. The fifth round will
take place in Ottawa, where
the chief negotiators are ex-

pected to continue discussions
on the agreement.

The faster pace of talks
comes as India and Canada

seek to complete negotiations
by the end of this year. The

India-Canada CEPA
talks

SEPT18
Fourth round ends in New Delhi

!
T 0CT5-9
[ ]

Fifth round in Ottawa, led by
the chief negotiators
END-2026

Target to conclude the
agreement

October 5-9 discussions will
therefore be an important
stage in the process following
the September round. The
proposed pact remains under
negotiation, with both coun-
tries continuing their efforts
to reach an agreement within
the stated timeframe. The next
round is expected to build on
progress made during discus-
sions, as both sides seek to
maintain momentum and
meet their target for conclud-
ing negotiations.

‘India needs more open
trade, investment policies
to withstand global shocks’

NEW DELHI

India needs to strengthen its
resilience to growing geopo-
litical and economic shocks
by adopting more open trade
and investment policies, deep-
ening international partner-
ships and securing its position
in global value chains, experts
said at the 5th Kautilya Eco-
nomic Conclave.

Liging Zhang, Professor of
International Economics and
Director of the Center for In-
ternational Finance Studies at
the Central University of Fi-
nance and Economics, said
India could strengthen its
ability to respond to external
shocks by opening its mar-
kets further. He also said
stronger economic engage-
ment between India and Chi-
na could benefit both coun-

Key takeaways

Open trade policies

Key to withstand global shocks.

More foreign investment

Experts seek stronger investment
flows.

Economic resilience

Vital amid geopolitical
uncertainties.

Global value chains

India must secure its position.

Stronger regional partnerships can
reduce risks.

tries, including through in-
creased imports from India
and greater Chinese invest-
ment in the country.

Hans Peter Lankes, Manag-
ing Director and Deputy Chief

India needs greater
trade openness,
stronger global

partnerships and
deeper value-chain
integration to
withstand geopolitical
and economic shocks.

Executive of ODI Global, said
building economic resilience
should remain central to poli-
cymaking. He highlighted the
importance of fiscal, monetary
and industrial policies in help-
ing economies withstand re-
curring external shocks.

Lankes also described India
as an active leader of the
Global South and said the
country had managed several
global economic challenges
effectively. He noted that In-
dia-UK relations remained
close and said the UK would
be receptive to India’s priori-
ties ahead of its upcoming
G20 presidency.

She said countries should
focus on identifying critical
pressure points and work with
Asian economies, including
India, rather than withdrawing
from international economic
relationships.

NISM to hold investor
education drive for WIW

NEW DELHI

The National Institute of Se-
curities Markets (NISM) will
conduct a week-long investor
education programme from
October 5 to 10 as part of
World Investor Week 2026,
focusing on financial aware-
ness, responsible investing
and cyber safety for young
investors and the investing
community.

The programme, marking
the 10th World Investor
Week, will include on-cam-
pus activities, expert-led ses-
sions and online webinars.
NISM will organise Investor
Education Visit Programmes
for six days at its Patalganga
campus for nearly 2,400 stu-

dents from colleges across
the region. The sessions will
introduce students to securi-
ties markets, investing princi-
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ples and informed financial
decision-making.

On October 8, NISM, in
collaboration with the Nation-
al Council of Applied Eco-
nomic Research and the In-
vestor Education and Protec-
tion Fund Authority, will hold
an Investor Education and
Protection Seminar. The
theme will be “The Future is
Now: Gen Z Driving Univer-
sal Digital Financial Educa-
tion for Viksit Bharat”.

Jio IPO likely by October end
at $143-146 bn valuation

Jio IPO in numbers

$143-146 bn

enterprise valuation

27 crore

fresh shares, about 2.9%

NEW DELHI

Jio Platforms is likely to list
by the end of October at an
enterprise valuation of $143-
146 billion, or above %12 tril-
lion, with the $3.8 billion IPO
expected to become India’s
largest public offer, according
to sources.

The company has complet-
ed overseas roadshows in the
US, UK, Dubai, Hong Kong
and Singapore and is expected
to file IPO papers with SEBI
in the week beginning Octo-
ber 12. Sources said an India
roadshow is expected after the
filing.

SEBI issued its final obser-
vations on August 28, while
Jio Platforms had filed its
draft IPO papers in June. The
company plans to issue up to
27 crore fresh equity shares,
representing about 2.9 per
cent of its post-issue equity
base.

Jio Platforms houses Reli-
ance’s digital businesses, in-
cluding telecommunications
operations. Reliance Jio Info-
comm has a 32.89 per cent
share of fixed-line connec-
tions and 39.29 per cent of
mobile connections, serving

$3.8bn

issue size, India’s largest

%30,053 cr

FY26 profit, up 15%

157.9 million and 506 million
customers respectively. Jio
Platforms had a 15 per cent
rise in FY26 profit after tax to
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30,053 crore and revenue
increased 14.5 per cent to
%1,46,885 crore.

The IPO would be the first
public offering from the Reli-
ance group since 2008 and
the first IPO of a consum-
er-focused business within
the conglomerate. Reliance
Industries owns about 66.4
per cent of Jio Platforms,
while Meta and Google to-
gether hold about 17.7 per
cent, according to the draft
prospectus.

“Based on interest received
from overseas roadshows, Jio
Platforms is likely to list at a
base enterprise valuation of
$143-146 billion or at least
%12 trillion by end of this
month,” a banking source said.

India real estate shows
split demand trends

NEW DELHI

India’s real estate market is
showing a two-speed trend,
with office, flexible work-
space and logistics segments
recording strong demand
while residential markets face
rising unsold inventory, ac-
cording to Equirus’ Real Es-
tate Tracker - Sept 2026
report.

Net office absorption across
the top seven cities reached
27.4 million square feet in the
first half of 2026, up 2 per
cent year-on-year. Office
completions fell 10 per cent
to 22.2 million square feet,
while vacancy declined to a
multi-year low of 15 per cent.
Global capability centres re-

Two-speed market,
H12026

Office absorption, up 2%

27.4 mnsq ft

525,695

FSSAI suspends

NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has suspended the
licence of West Bengal-based
Creative Bakers and Confec-
tioners Pvt Ltd with immedi-
ate effect after inspectors
found severe hygiene and
food-safety violations at its
premises.

The regulator said the in-
spection revealed dirt, grease,
dust, cobwebs and flies in

food production and handling
areas. Perishable raw materi-
als were reportedly stored in
the open, while rusted and
inadequately cleaned contain-
ers were used for raw and
semi-finished products.

FSSAI also flagged signifi-
cant pest infestation, includ-
ing ineffective fly control and
inadequate measures against
rodents. Windows and other
openings lacked insect-proof
mesh, raising further concerns
over contamination.

S

ssal

The inspection found waste,
old stock, rejected lots and
scrap in food-handling areas.
Rusting equipment, flaking
paint, dampness and broken
floor tiles were also observed.
The company was also found

FSSAI BAKERY ACTION

bakery licence over hygiene lapses

mained a major driver, with
leasing rising 22 per cent to
19.2 million square feet, ac-
counting for 45 per cent of
gross office leasing.

Flexible workspace opera-
tors leased 191,306 seats in
H1 2026, an annual increase
of 68.4 per cent, representing
around 20 per cent of total of-
fice leasing. Logistics and
industrial leasing across the
top eight cities rose 18 per
cent to a record 36.2 million
square feet. Warehousing ac-
counted for 24.3 million
square feet, while third-party
logistics players leased 12.2
million square feet.

Residential markets, how-
ever, recorded inventory
growth. Unsold housing in-
ventory across eight major
markets rose 4 per cent year-
on-year to 525,695 units at
H1 2026, while quarters-to-
sell increased to 6.0 from 5.8
at the end of 2025. Ahmed-
abad had the highest invento-
ry overhang at 8.1 quarters,
followed by the National Cap-
ital Region at 7.6 quarters.

IMF urges India to let rupee
absorb Fed hike impact

WASHINGTON

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has said the US

Federal Reserve’s interest
rate hike will tighten global
financial conditions and ad-
vised India to allow its ex-
change rate to act as a shock
absorber.

An IMF spokesperson said
US rate hikes have historical-
ly placed pressure on emerg-
ing markets through capital
flows, financing conditions
and exchange rate move-
ments. The impact on India,
the spokesperson said, would
depend on the magnitude,
pace and persistence of the
US tightening cycle, along
with domestic economic
conditions.

The Federal Reserve raised
interest rates on September 17
for the first time since July
2023 and indicated that anoth-
er hike could follow as it
seeks to contain inflation.

The IMF said India is enter-

ing the period from a position
of strength, supported by
strong economic growth, a
credible inflation-targeting
framework and ample exter-
nal buffers. Healthy corporate
and financial-sector balance
sheets have also strengthened
the country’s resilience to ex-
ternal shocks.

The Fund recommended al-
lowing the exchange rate to
absorb external pressures
while keeping monetary poli-
cy focused on maintaining
domestic price stability.

“Allowing the exchange
rate to act as a shock absorb-
er, while keeping monetary
policy focused on domestic
price stability, remains an ef-
fective approach,” the IMF
spokesperson said.

The comments come as
emerging markets face poten-
tial volatility from tighter US
monetary conditions. Higher
US interest rates can influence
capital movements, financing
costs and currencies across
developing economies.

The IMF’s assessment sug-
gests that India’s relatively
strong domestic fundamentals
could help cushion the impact
of global financial tightening,
while flexible exchange-rate
management could provide an
additional buffer against ex-
ternal shocks.

SAIL, NMDC asked to
explore overseas assets

NEW DELHI

The Steel Ministry has asked
state-owned Steel Authority
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of India Ltd (SAIL) and
NMDC to explore mineral as-
sets overseas to secure long-
term raw material supplies
and help reduce input costs, a
senior ministry official said.

SAIL is India’s largest pub-
lic sector steelmaker, while
NMDOC is the country’s lead-
ing iron ore producer. The
ministry’s direction is aimed
at strengthening access to key
resources needed by the steel
industry and reducing expo-
sure to external supply
pressures.

Iron ore and coking coal are
among the basic raw materials
required for steel production,
along with limestone and pul-
verised coal injection (PCI)
coal. While India has abun-
dant iron ore resources, steel-
makers including SAIL re-
main heavily dependent on
imported coking coal.

Indian steel producers
source about 85-90 per cent
of their coking coal require-
ments from countries such as
Australia and Mozambique.

Limestone is also imported
from the West Asia region.
The ministry’s move therefore
seeks to help public sector
steel companies secure future
raw material requirements
while managing costs.
Private steelmaker JSW
Steel has acquired coking coal
assets overseas as part of its

“By 2030, my goal is to
earn at least 20 per cent
of revenues from the
sale of minerals other
than iron ore”

AMITAVA MUKHERJEE
NMDC Chairman

plan to meet 50 per cent of its
raw material needs through
captive sources. NMDC,
which primarily operates in
iron ore production, is also
seeking to diversify into ex-
ploration of other minerals to
meet growing demand from
various industries, including
steel.

NMDC Chairman Amitava
Mukherjee recently said his
goal was for the company to
earn at least 20 per cent of its
revenue from minerals other
than iron ore by 2030. The
overseas asset search by SAIL
and NMDC comes as the gov-
ernment looks to strengthen
raw material security and sup-
port the steel sector’s lon-
ger-term requirements and
improve competitiveness and
resilience.

to have inadequate food-safe-
ty records covering water and
finished-product testing, tem-
perature monitoring, equip-
ment calibration, preventive
maintenance, mock recalls,

‘ The food business
operator has been
directed to cease all food
business activities during
the suspension period.”

consumer complaints, em-
ployee training and audits.

FSSAI directed the food
business operator to stop all
food-related activities during
the suspension period.

In a separate action, the
regulator ordered Everest
Food Products Pvt Ltd to re-
call a batch of its pre-packed
cumin powder after laborato-
ry tests found pesticide resi-
dues above permitted limits.

The sample, collected from
Riverside Resorts & Holiday

Homes in Goa, was initially
declared unsafe by a food an-
alyst. Following an appeal,
the sample was examined by
a Referral Food Laboratory,
which confirmed excessive
levels of Azoxystrobin and
Thiamethoxam.

FSSALI directed Everest to
immediately recall the entire
affected batch, E080668761,
maintain recall records, sub-
mit status reports and imple-
ment corrective measures to
prevent recurrence.
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Gujarat police
recover T4 crore
gold, arrest 4

GANDHINAGAR
Ahmedabad Rural Police
and Railway Police
arrested four accused
and recovered 2.90 kg of
stolen gold worth around
Rs 4 crore after a robbery
at Kheda Railway Station.
The robbery occurred
around 5 pm. The victim
chased the accused and
photographed their vehi-
cle, helping police trace
them through CCTV foot-
age and vehicle details.
Police set up roadblocks
near Viramgam and
arrested one accused.
Officers later tracked the
remaining suspects carry-
ing the stolen gold. During
the operation, PIS A
Gadhvi was dragged
nearly 500 metres while
trying to stop the fleeing
vehicle. He eventually
took control of the car
and stopped it. Police
recovered the gold hidden
inside the vehicle’s seat
cover and seized two
cars. Further investigation
is underway.

Massive fire breaks
out at tyre factory
in Firozabad

FIROZABAD
A massive fire broke out
at a tyre factory in the
Naushehra area of
Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh,
on Sunday. Fire tenders
from across the district
were rushed to the spot
and firefighting opera-
tions are underway. Fire
Officer Satendra Pandey
said the factory is
involved in retreading old
tyres. Firefighters faced a
slight water shortage
after the factory’s water
pump was damaged in
the blaze, forcing tenders
to return periodically for
refilling. Pandey said
authorities received the
fire call around 2.30 pm
and immediately mobi-
lised teams from all sta-
tions. He added that the
facility had witnessed
another fire earlier this
year. The cause of
Sunday’s blaze will be
investigated after the fire
is brought under control.
Further details are
awaited.

Delhi cops arrest
fraudsterin¥21cr
forgery racket

NEW DELHI
The Delhi Police
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) arrested wanted
fraudster Kushal Samir
Mehta at Mumbai’s
Borivali Railway Station
on October 1in connec-
tion with multiple forgery
cases involving fake gov-
ernment documents and
transactions worth more
than %21 crore. Police said
Mehta is linked to two
Delhi cases. In one, forged
treasury papers and
sanction letters were
allegedly used to attempt
fraudulent government
payments of ¥18.62 crore.
The payments, however,
were stopped after verifi-
cation exposed the docu-
ments as fake. In another
case, an Ahmedabad
businessman allegedly
lost %3.12 crore after
Mehta promised to use
government connections
to resolve official matters.
Police said he used
forged documents bear-
ing fake seals and letter-
heads of Union ministries,
the PMO, courts and
banks to gain trust. After
Mehta repeatedly ignored
summonses and war-
rants, investigators
tracked his movements
through phone and loca-
tion data. The EOW coor-
dinated with railway
authorities and inter-
cepted him at Borivali. He
was brought to Delhi
under transit remand,
and a court granted
police four days’ custody.
Further investigation is
underway.

' Udhayanidhi booked over minor in poll campaign

HE ALLEGEDLY MADE A MINOR BOY GET ONTO A CAMPAIGN VAN AND WHILE SPEAKING,
THE MINOR MADE REMARKS AGAINST CM VIJAY SAYING “OM KALI. BHADRA KALI...”

TIRUPPUR

Tiruppur District Police on
Sunday registered a case
against Tamil Nadu Leader of
the Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin for allegedly involving
a minor in an election cam-
paign for the Dharapuram
by-election. The case relates
to a campaign meeting
held near the Periyar statue
in Dharapuram town on
Saturday.

According to police,
Udhayanidhi made a minor

boy get onto a campaign van
and speak during the meeting.
While speaking, the boy
made remarks against Chief

Dharapuram bypoll: in the fray

TVK DMK AIADMK

P Sathyabama S Suganya K Bhanumathi
CPI NTK POLL 7/ COUNT

P Lakshmanan M Karthika Oct6/0ct9

Minister C Joseph Vijay,
including the words “Om
Kali. Bhadra Kali...”. Police
said the incident violated
Election Commission guide-
lines that prohibit children
from participating in elec-
tion-related activities. They

also alleged that the child was
made to speak in a manner
insulting the Chief Minister.
Udhayanidhi was cam-
paigning for DMK candidate
Advocate S Suganya in
Nochipalayam, seeking sup-
port for her in the October 6

by-election. He said the DMK
had represented the Dharapu-
ram constituency in the Leg-
islative Assembly from
2021 to 2026, although voters
had not given the party vic-
tory in the latest election.
The bypoll was necessitated
after AIADMK MLA P Sathy-
abama resigned in May 2026,
days after winning the seat in
the Assembly elections. She
later joined the ruling Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam and is
contesting the bypoll as its
candidate. The constituency is

reserved for Scheduled Castes
and is located in Tiruppur
district.

The contest includes candi-
dates from TVK, DMK,
AIADMK, CPI and NTK. P
Sathyabama, S Suganya, K
Bhanumathi, P Lakshmanan
and M Karthika are in the fray
respectively. Voting is sched-
uled for October 6, with
counting on October 9. The
bypoll is being closely
watched as an important
electoral test for the TVK
government.

“‘World is witnessing India taking
giant leap forward in sports’

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak on
Sunday praised India’s perfor-
mance at the Asian Games
2026, saying the country’s
growing sporting success
reflects its wider progress.

India finished fourth in the
overall standings at the Aic-
hi-Nagoya Games with 85
medals, including 21 gold, 27
silver and 37 bronzes.

‘ The way Indian
athletes have
demonstrated their
prowess at the Asian
Games is remarkable.”

— Brajesh Pathak, UP DyCM

Pathak credited Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s focus
on sports, citing increased
funding, improved infrastruc-
ture and international-stan-
dard facilities for athletes. He
also noted that sportspersons
were being directly recruited
to high-ranking positions.
Pathak said the performances
had lifted the morale of
Indian athletes and high-

85

medals

21

gold

27

silver

37

bronze

lighted the country’s growing
presence on the global sport-
ing stage. He congratulated
the athletes and said their
achievements would inspire
young Indians to pursue sport
with greater confidence and
ambition.

India’s campaign included a
historic men’s cricket gold
after a 19-run victory over
Pakistan in the final. The
women’s team had earlier
beaten Sri Lanka by 147 runs
to complete a golden double.
India also swept all six gold
medals in cricket, kabaddi and
hockey. The women’s kabaddi
team defeated Iran 37-34,
while the men’s side overcame
Iran 40-34.

Hockey produced another
landmark double. India’s
women defeated China 1-0,
with Lalremsiami scoring in
the 10th minute, ending a
44-year wait for an Asian
Games medal and securing
the country’s first women’s
hockey gold since 1982. The

men defeated Malaysia 5-1 to
retain their title. Both teams
qualified for the Los Angeles
2028 Olympics.

. S

China topped the medal
table with 341 medals, includ-
ing 169 gold, followed by
Japan with 269 and South
Korea with 150. India’s
85-medal haul was below its
record 106 at Hangzhou in
2023, but the campaign fea-
tured several historic achieve-
ments and first-time podium
finishes.

Samajwadi Party plans
district marches against EC

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party MP Awad-
hesh Prasad on Sunday said
the party will organise
marches in every district
against the Election Commis-
sion, saying the protests
would focus on protecting
voting rights, democracy and
the Constitution.

His announcement came as
protests against the Election
Commission and the Special
Intensive Revision exercise
were reported in Mumbai and
Delhi.

In Mumbai, activists of the
Cockroach Janata Party and

other civil society organisa-
tions demonstrated at Shivaji
Park, alleging irregularities in
the SIR exercise. Heavy
police deployment was seen
at the venue. In Delhi, mem-
bers of the Students’ Federa-
tion of India and Democratic
Youth Federation of India,
along with opposition leaders,
protested near Jantar Mantar.

Delhi Police had denied
permission for the proposed
demonstration and imposed
prohibitory restrictions under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,
2023. Despite the restrictions,
the SFI and DYFI protest

The demonstrations aim
to safeguard democracy,
defend the Constitution,
and protect theright to
vote.

went ahead, with CPI(M)
leaders demanding the
removal of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh

Kumar.

‘ To protect the right
to vote given by

Babasaheb Ambedkar,
safeguard democracy and
defend the Constitution,
the SP will hold marches in
all districts.”

Samajwadi Party MP

CPI(M) General Secretary
MA Baby, who joined the
Delhi protest, alleged that
Kumar had violated rules
governing the Election Com-
mission and called for his
removal. The party did not
provide a schedule or dates

for the proposed marches in
the statement.

AISA hits streets for CEC’s re51gnat10n

NEW DELHI

Members of the All-India Stu-
dents’ Association (AISA)
and several other organisa-
tions held a protest march
near Ashok Road on Sunday,
demanding the resignation of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. The demon-
stration came amid continuing
protests over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

The latest protest followed
a demonstration near Jantar
Mantar on Saturday, when
Delhi Police detained several

AISA members. AISA presi-
dent Neha Bora, senior advo-
cates Prashant Bhushan and
Kapil Sibal, and others had
attempted to cross police bar-
ricades. Police have also reg-
istered at least three FIRs
over the October 2 protest,
with two filed at Parliament
Street police station and one
at Connaught Place.

The controversy centres on
allegations of irregularities in
the SIR exercise. Protesters
have demanded Kumar’s
removal, while the Election
Commission has rejected
suggestions of institutional

NEW DELHI: Three women
who identified themselves as
journalists have lodged com-
plaints alleging that Delhi
Police personnel manhandled
them during their detention at
a protest against the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls, an official said on
Sunday. The complaints have
been registered and the matter
referred to the Crime Branch.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police Neha Yadav said the

3 women journalists allege
police manhandling

women approached police
around 6 pm and alleged man-
handling by officers and staff
during their detention on
October 3. Medical examina-
tions have been conducted,
and police have appealed to
anyone with relevant footage
to share it with the Crime
Branch for investigation.
Delhi Police said it received
complaints alleging sexual
harassment by police per-
sonnel during the protest.

dlssent The poll panel said
operational queries, inputs
and suggestions raised during
the draft stage were part of its
normal administrative pro-
cess and maintained that
decisions on the SIR schedule
were unanimous.

The protests have drawn
participation from multiple
political and student groups.
Youth Congress workers,
members of the Students’ Fed-
eration of India and Demo-
cratic Youth Federation of
India, opposition leaders and
Aam Aadmi Party leaders
have also demonstrated in

Delhi. AAP Delhi president
Saurabh Bharadwaj was
detained after joining the Jan-
tar Mantar protest.

Praising participants, Bora
wrote on X, “Our Heroes! I
hope that when we are your
age, we are as strong and
steadfast as you all!” The
demonstrations have contin-
ued amid heightened security
in central Delhi, with police
previously denying permis-
sion for the Jantar Mantar
protest and imposing prohibi-
tory orders under Section 163
of the BNSS, 2023, during the
ongoing electoral controversy.

Will bring laws against
love, land jihad in
6 months: Adhikari

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Sunday
promised to implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in

the state within six months,
followed by stringent laws
against what he described as
“love jihad”, “land jihad” and
religious conversion.
Addressing an event organ-
ised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad to mark the birth
centenary of late leader
Ashok Singhal, Adhikari said
West Bengal would follow
Uttarakhand and Gujarat in
implementing the UCC. He
also paid tribute to Singhal
and recalled his role in the
Ram Janmabhoomi move-

ment, saying the Ram temple
in Ayodhya was built after a
long struggle.

Adhikari said his govern-
ment would protect Sanatan
traditions, temples and India’s
cultural heritage while func-
tioning within the Constitu-
tion. On Durga Puja, he said
no inauguration would take
place during Pitru Paksha and
announced that alcohol con-
sumption would be prohibited
in the state on Ashtami.

The Chief Minister also
called for vigilance and unity
while referring to the killings
in Pahalgam and his interac-
tion with victims’ families. He
alleged that previous adminis-
trations had attempted to
divide communities and social
groups in West Bengal, men-
tioning Rajbanshi, Matua,
Kurmi and tribal communi-
ties, besides Bengali and
non-Bengali identities.

Adhikari further announced
plans to develop the Gan-
gasagar Mela to international
standards and invited the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad to
participate.

Naidu launches 3L PMAY-G houses statewide

TENALI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu and
Union Minister for Rural
Development Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Sunday laid the
foundation for three lakh
houses under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Gramin
(PMAY-G) 2.0 across the
state. The programme was
launched at Burripalem in the
Tenali constituency.

Naidu said the state aims to
achieve 100 per cent housing
by 2029. He said the Centre
had initially sanctioned
75,000 houses under the reg-
ular quota, but approved three
lakh houses following a spe-
cial request. Chouhan agreed

to sanction another three lakh
houses after the current batch
is completed, with an addi-
tional three lakh planned next

year, taking the total alloca-

tion to nine lakh houses.
Naidu said the coalition

government was committed to

providing quality housing and
ensuring welfare reached
every section. He criticised the
previous government, alleging
that six lakh houses meant for
the poor were cancelled
between 2019 and 2024 and
that irregularities affected the
housing programme. He also
said nearly four lakh benefi-
ciaries returned house sites
because some locations were
unsuitable.

The state will introduce 3D
concrete printing technology
on a pilot basis at Burripalem.
Houses built using the tech-
nology are expected to main-
tain indoor temperatures at
least eight degrees Celsius
lower than outside tempera-
tures. After successful

Initiative at aglance
m 3 lakh houses: Foundation laid under PMAY-G 2.0

B Farmer aid: PM-KISAN and Annadata Sukhibhava provide 320,000

annually

completion, 5,000 houses will
be constructed using the same
technology, Naidu said.
Chouhan praised Naidu’s
leadership and assured Cen-
tral support. He said Andhra
Pradesh would receive the
additional housing allocations
and highlighted financial sup-
port for farmers. Under

PM-KISAN, eligible farmers
receive Rs 6,000 annually,
while the state adds Rs 14,000
under Annadata Sukhibhava,
taking total annual assistance
to Rs 20,000. He said the
Centre and state governments
were working together
towards Andhra Pradesh’s
development.
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3,including
10-year-old, killed in
Assam boat capsize

LAKHIMPUR

Three people, including a
10-year-old boy, died
after a country boat cap-
sized in Assam’s
Lakhimpur district on
Sunday, police said. The
incident occurred around
9.30 am in the Merbil
area as the victims were
crossing the Merbil River
with goats they planned
to sell at a market. The
deceased were identified
as Ajit Dutta, 25, Podma
Dutta, 50, and Midhusmi
Dutta, 10, residents of
Deolia Gaon.

Mayawati reviews
Uttarakhand BSP
preparations

LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) national president
Mayawati on Sunday held
a review meeting with
senior Uttarakhand party
leaders, focusing on the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls
and preparations for
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions. She also called for
shortcomings to be
addressed within a fixed
timeframe. The BSP
alleged that around nine
lakh names had been
removed from voter lists
following the SIR and
stressed the need to
ensure that poor people,
youth, women and
weaker sections are not
deprived of their constitu-
tional right to vote. She
also reviewed prepara-
tions for selecting candi-
dates for upcoming elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab. The party said it
was assessing candidates
and strengthening its
organisational structure
ahead of the polls.

India goes ‘beyond advocacy’ on Ukraine peace: MEA

India’s approach is guided by the need for dialogue and diplomacy to end the conflict,
and that recent months have seen increased involvement in practical solutions

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday said
India has moved “beyond
advocacy” in its efforts to
help address the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, including
discussions on Black Sea
safety and grain export agree-
ments.

Speaking at the Munich
Leaders Meeting in Delhi,
Jaishankar said India’s posi-
tion on the conflict remained
clear: it wants an end to the
fighting through dialogue,
diplomacy and negotiations.
He said India had advocated

this approach for several

years but had become more

involved in recent months.
He added that negotiations

“Our position on that
conflict has been very
clear, which is that we
would like to see an end
to this conflict, and we
believe that this will
require dialogue and
diplomacy.”

S JAISHANKAR External
Affairs Minister

were necessary and that India
had recently become more

engaged beyond simply advo-
cating for peace.

Jaishankar was speaking on
“From New Delhi to New
Momentum: Opportunities for

Emerging and Middle Power
Cooperation” at the 62nd
Munich Security Conference
in Delhi. His remarks high-
lighted India’s evolving

BEYOND ADVOCACY

Discussions on
Black Sea safety

and grain export
agreements

— Said at the 62nd Munich
Security Conference in Delhi

engagement with the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict and its
wider efforts relating to
regional security and food
supply issues.

Commenting on India-Rus-
sia ties, Jaishankar also
underlined the historical

significance of Moscow’s
relationship with New Delhi.
He said Russia and the Soviet
Union had stood by India
when its security and territo-
rial integrity were under
threat, including at a time
when much of the world pre-
ferred supporting a military
regime next to India.
Jaishankar’s comments
come as India continues to
emphasise dialogue and diplo-
macy as the preferred route to
ending the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, while becoming
more directly involved in dis-
cussions concerning Black
Sea safety and grain exports.

Delhi CM opens 45 kW solar
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NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Sunday inaugurated
a newly constructed building
and a 45-kW solar energy
plant at Harewli Gaushala,
while performing traditional
rituals during her visit to the
facility.

Gupta visited the gaushala
with her family and partici-
pated in a sacred fire ritual,
Gau Puja, cow donation and
fodder service. She also spent
time at the facility and
reviewed arrangements for the
care of cattle.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of renewable energy,
the Chief Minister said the

newly inaugurated solar plant
was a significant step towards
connecting the gaushala with
clean energy. The 45 kW
facility is expected to support
the gaushala’s energy require-
ments while promoting sus-
tainable practices.

Gupta also emphasised the
cultural importance of cow
protection and service,
describing it as part of the
country’s traditional values.

The visit comes a day after
Gupta inspected the Okhla
landfill site and reviewed the
progress of waste disposal
work in the national capital.

During the inspection, she
said the Delhi government
had cleared 100 acres of land

plant at Harewli Gaushala

The CM highlighted the
significance of bovine
care and sustainable
energy during her visit.

across the city’s three landfill
sites over the past 1.5 years. A
significant portion of the
cleared land, she said, had
also been converted into
green areas.

Gupta said most of the
waste accumulated before
January 2025 at the Okhla
landfill had been processed.
The remaining waste, she
said, largely consisted of fresh
garbage generated after Janu-
ary 2025, which was being
processed around the clock.

The Chief Minister said
Delhi receives between 3,000
and 4,000 metric tonnes of
fresh waste every day. She
said the government was
working on two fronts —
clearing existing waste and
ensuring that newly gener-
ated garbage was processed
promptly to prevent the for-
mation of new landfill moun-
tains.

Vijay takes out roadshow in
bypoll-bound Dharapuram

DHARAPURAM

TVK president and Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay held a roadshow in
Dharapuram on Sunday, cam-
paigning for party candidate P
Sathyabama ahead of the
October 6 bypoll. He criti-
cised the DMK over remarks
targeting women and warned
opposition parties against
what he described as crude
political rhetoric.

‘ Speak whatever

you want about me.
I will take it. But if you
dare speak against our
sister, or against the
mothers, sisters, and
daughters of our house-
holds, | will not stay
quiet.”

—C Joseph Vijay TN CM

Vijay arrived in Coimbatore
by special flight before travel-
ling by helicopter to Dharapu-
ram. He began the roadshow
around 1 pm in a customised
caravan and was expected to
cover nearly 40 km, passing

more than 20 public-contact
points before campaigning
ended at 6 pm. He interacted
with voters, took a brief bull-
ock-cart ride and received
flowers, garlands and party
towels.

During the campaign, Vijay
offered prayers at the Mool-
anur Vanjiamman shrine and
received traditional temple
honours. He later walked
through parts of the route,
waving to supporters and
greeting people who gathered
along the roads. The proces-
sion covered key areas
including Periyar statue junc-
tion, Five Roads junction,
Meenakshipuram, Kulathupa-
layam and Karaiyur.

Vijay referred to recent
remarks allegedly made by

DMK president M K Stalin
about Sathyabama, which
TVK leaders described as
body-shaming. “Speak what-
ever you want about me. I
will take it. But if you dare
speak against our sister, or

The Dharapuram
constituency is
witnessing a multi-
cornered contest, with
TVK fielding P
Sathyabama.

against the mothers, sisters,
and daughters of our house-
holds, I will not stay quiet,”
Vijay said, warning that
attacks on women had
crossed a line.

The roadshow marked
Vijay’s second campaign visit
to Dharapuram after his Sep-
tember 30 rally. Polling in
Dharapuram and Maduran-
takam will be held on Octo-
ber 6, with counting sched-
uled for October 9. Sathya-
bama is contesting Dharapu-
ram for TVK after resigning
as an AIADMK MLA and
joining Vijay’s party.

Bihar floods spark political
battle over relief

PATNA

Congress leader and Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Sun-
day criticised the Bihar gov-
ernment over the recurring
flood crisis, saying the people
of the State need a permanent
solution rather than annual
relief measures.

In a post on X, Gandhi said
floods had once again caused
widespread devastation
across Bihar, with millions of
people affected and hundreds
of villages submerged. He
also referred to reports of
deaths and people missing in
the floods and expressed con-
dolences to affected families.

Gandhi questioned the BJP-
led government over its
response to the recurring cri-
sis and asked what had been
done during the past 17 years
to address the problem per-
manently. He said repeated
floods had forced families to
migrate every year and called

for long-term measures
instead of assurances and
relief packages.

RJD leader and Bihar
Assembly Opposition Leader
Tejashwi Yadav also targeted
the State government, alleging
that farmers whose crops were
destroyed by heavy rain had
not received compensation.
He cited unemployment, infla-
tion, poverty and crime as
other major concerns facing
the State.

Independent MP Pappu
Yadav criticised relief
arrangements in flood-hit
areas of Chhapra, claiming
shortages of generators,

medical facilities, hand
pumps, community kitchens
and protective sheets. He
demanded 5,000 crore in
central assistance and called
for action against contractors
involved in irrigation works.
The Bihar government,
however, said relief opera-
tions were continuing. Chief

Relief from the air
28 + tonnes Foop

SUPPLIES

PACKETS

IAF

HELICOPTER

SORTIES
Minister Samrat Choudhary
directed officials to ensure
timely delivery of relief sup-
plies to inaccessible areas of
Saran district.

In coordination with the
Centre, the State government
also conducted air-dropping
operations.

Yogi

BHADOHI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
inaugurated the 50th Golden
Jubilee Edition of the India
Carpet Expo in Bhadohi and
laid the foundation stone for
112 development projects
worth more than 21,340 crore
in the district.

Addressing the gathering,
Adityanath highlighted what
he described as major changes
in Uttar Pradesh’s law and
order, infrastructure and busi-
ness environment since 2017.
He said the state had earlier
faced challenges related to law
and order, infrastructure, tech-
nology and government sup-
port, particularly affecting
artisans and workers.

The Chief Minister said

In focus

— 50th Golden Jubilee Edition of India Carpet Expo inaugurated in

Bhadohi

— CM Yogi Adityanath launched 112 development projects worth

1,340 crore

— UP has received investment proposals worth ¥50 lakh crore

- Projects worth %15 lakh crore have already undergone ground-

breaking ceremonies

— Government has provided jobs to 9.5 lakh youths

— Another1lakh government jobs expected in the next six months

— CM announced plans for “One District, One Cuisine” initiative

— Focus highlighted on infrastructure, healthcare, education, local

products and heritage

Uttar Pradesh had received
investment proposals worth
%50 lakh crore, while projects
worth 15 lakh crore had
already undergone ground-
breaking ceremonies. He
added that projects worth

another 7.5 lakh crore were
expected to be taken up soon.

Adityanath also highlighted
employment generation in the
state. He said the government
had provided jobs to 9.5 lakh
young people and announced

TMC protests loss of 2
parliamentary panel
chairmanships

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress MLA
Kunal Ghosh on Sunday crit-
icised the reconstitution of

parliamentary standing com-
mittees after two party MPs,
Dola Sen and Kirti Azad, lost
their chairperson posts.
Ghosh called the decision
anti-democratic and objected
to the changes made during
the annual reconstitution of
Department-Related Parlia-
mentary Standing Committees
for 2026-27. The reshuffle
was announced by Rajya

BHADOHI CARPET EXPO

launches 112 projects worth 1,340 crore

that another one lakh youths
were expected to receive gov-
ernment jobs within the next
six months.

He warned that those who
undermine employment
opportunities or threaten the
safety of women and traders
would face strict action. The
Chief Minister also criticised
the previous political admin-
istration while highlighting
his government’s develop-
ment agenda.

Speaking about infrastruc-
ture and public services, Adi-
tyanath referred to initiatives
such as “One District, One
Medical College” and “One
District, One Product”. He
said the government was now
planning to introduce a “One
District, One Cuisine” initia-
tive, under which every

Sabha Chairman C P Rad-
hakrishnan and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.

The TMC lost control of
two key panels. In the Com-
mittee on Commerce, BJP MP
Sudhanshu Trivedi replaced
Dola Sen as chairperson. In
the Committee on Chemicals
and Fertilisers, MP Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar replaced Kirti
Azad.

Ghosh said, “What hap-
pened in the Parliamentary
Standing Committee should
not happen in a democracy...
They removed Dola and Kirti
Azad and instead brought
those wrong people into the
committee.” Other appoint-
ments included Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor retaining the
External Affairs panel, while
BJP MPs were named to head
committees on Home Affairs,
Defence, Finance, Communi-
cations and Information Tech-
nology, and Coal, Mines and
Steel.

EC teams to visit 5
poll-bound states

NEW DELHI

Senior Election Commission
officials led by Deputy Elec-
tion Commissioners will begin
visiting five poll-bound States
this week to assess election

WHERE THE TEAMS GO

Goa
this week

Uttarakhand
next week

Punjab
in the coming weeks

Manipur
in the coming weeks

preparedness at the field level,
as the poll panel steps up
preparations for the high-
stakes elections.

Officials will first visit Goa
this week, followed by
Uttarakhand next week. The
teams are also scheduled to
travel to Punjab and Manipur
in the coming weeks. The vis-
its are intended to oversee
preparedness directly at the

field level, according to offi-
cials familiar with the sched-
ule.

The field visits come as the
Election Commission intensi-
fies its preparations ahead of
elections in the five States.
The visits will allow senior
officials to assess the situation
on the ground and coordinate
with local authorities and
election machinery.

The move comes amid
heightened political attention
on the Election Commission,
with protests continuing over
its functioning and the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls. The poll panel
is simultaneously preparing
for elections across the five
States, making field-level
assessment an important part
of the process. The exercise
will focus on field-level read-
iness and help the poll author-
ity identify gaps, coordinate
preparations and ensure that
election-related arrangements
are reviewed before the elec-
toral process begins.

district would have its own
signature dish.

The Chief Minister also
highlighted the establishment
of Kashi Naresh University in

Bhadohi, also known as Sant
Ravidas Nagar, and said the
process of setting up a medi-
cal college in the district was
progressing.

He said development efforts
were being undertaken along-
side measures to preserve the
region’s heritage and promote
local products.

The India Carpet Expo,
being held in Bhadohi, also
puts the spotlight on the dis-
trict’s carpet industry and its
artisans.

Adityanath said the govern-
ment’s focus was on creating
a stronger business environ-
ment while improving infra-
structure and providing
greater opportunities for
workers and young people.

The event combined the
inauguration of the major car-
pet exhibition with the launch
of development projects,
reflecting the state’s emphasis
on industrial growth, infra-
structure and employment.
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HowIndials Playing Safe
on il Amid a Global Crisis

AN ECONOMY EXPOSED TO EVERY TURN IN THE MARKET

India is especially sensitive to such
shocks because it produces only a
small share of the crude it processes.
A Ministry of Finance review put its
crude import dependence at 88.6 per
cent in April-January of the 2025-26
financial year. The same review said
the Middle East supplied 46.9 per cent
of imported crude during that period,
Eurasia 34.6 per cent and North Amer-
ica 7.2 per cent. The government not-
ed that India had expanded its sourc-

ing from 27 countries to more than 40
over the preceding decade. More sup-
pliers provide flexibility, but they do
not change the basic fact that close to
nine out of every ten barrels of crude
India uses must come from abroad.
Oil reaches almost every part of the
economy. Diesel moves agricultural
produce and manufactured goods,
powers farm equipment and supports
construction. Petrol shapes the daily
cost of commuting. Jet fuel affects air-

lines and tourism. Liquefied petro-
leum gas, or LPG, is central to house-
hold cooking and many small busi-
nesses. Petroleum-derived feedstocks
also enter plastics, chemicals, fibres
and packaging. When oil becomes
more expensive, the effect does not
stop at the filling station.

For policymakers, the first objective
is therefore continuity. A refinery can-
not simply wait for a diplomatic set-
tlement before planning its next cargo.

t an Indian refinery, an arriving

tanker is more than a shipment

of crude. It is the beginning of a
chain that reaches a truck carrying
vegetables to a city market, a diesel
pump beside a highway, a factory run-
ning a generator and a family cooking
dinner. A disruption thousands of kilo-
metres away can travel through that
chain long before most households
hear the name of the port where it be-
gan.
That is the problem India faces in the
current global oil crisis. The war involv-
ing the United States and Iran has dis-
rupted Gulf production and shipping,
while attacks and security risks have
complicated movements through the
Strait of Hormuz and the Red Sea. Rus-
sian oil has helped Indian refiners com-
pensate for the shortfall, but it brings
another set of risks: possible trade
penalties, sanctions exposure, higher
freight bills and uncertainty over fu-
ture availability. A barrel can be physi-
cally obtainable and still be commer-
cially or politically costly.
India's response has been to keep sev-
eral doors open at once. Refiners have
bought Russian crude, maintained ties
with Gulf producers, sought cargoes
through alternative routes and
watched the spot market for replace-
ment supply. The government has re-
lied on inventories and commercial
arrangements to create breathing
space, while pursuing longer-term
ways to reduce the country's need for
imported petroleum. None of these
steps removes the danger. Together,
they describe what “playing safe”
means for a nation that cannot afford
to bet its fuel supply on a single coun-
try, shipping lane or diplomatic out-
come.
The numbers explain the urgency. Inits
September oil market report, the Inter-
national Energy Agency estimated
that global production fell to 100.1 mil-
lion barrels a day in August, with more
than 10 million barrels a day of Gulf
output still shut in. It recorded a
95-million-barrel fall in observed glob-
al inventories during that month
alone. The agency also described a
particularly severe squeeze in diesel
and other refined products. This is a
crisis of production, shipping, refining
and price at the same time, rather than
a simple shortage of oil in the ground.

The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow mar-
itime exit from the Persian Gulf, but its
economic reach is enormous. Crude,
fuels and gas from several major pro-
ducers depend on routes through or
around it. When passage becomes haz-
ardous, the consequences spread be-
yond ships actually crossing the strait.
Tankers may be delayed or rerouted;
insurers may demand higher premi-
ums; ships tied up for longer journeys
become unavailable elsewhere. Even a
buyer whose crude originates outside
the Gulf may pay more for transport
because the global tanker market has
tightened.

This year's crisis has shown why a
route on a map cannot be treated as a
guaranteed route in practice. According
to the IEA, Gulf oil exports in August
were around 13 million barrels a day,
nearly half their level before the war.

Why the Strait of Hormuz matters

Bypass arrangements and protect-

ed voyages helped crude continue
moving, but exports of refined ®
products and LPG remained
sharply below their earlier level. The
agency said the region's diesel and gas-
oil exports had fallen especially steeply.
For a country concerned with both
crude supply and the price of finished
fuels, those distinctions matter.

India can switch a portion of its
crude buying away from the Gulf, but
it cannot switch away from the global
price of oil. A disruption in one region
sends other buyers searching for the
same replacement cargoes. What ap-
pears to be a local shipping problem
becomes a worldwide auction. The lon-
ger a tanker takes to arrive, the larger
the inventory a refinery needs to hold.
A crisis therefore consumes working
capital as well as oil.

Returning to the Gulf without
relying on one passage

Keeping Gulf relationships alive re-
mains essential. The region is close,
has major production capacity and has
long supplied crude suited to Indian
refineries. The question is how to ob-
tain that oil when traditional routes are
impaired.

One answer has been to move car-
goes through alternative logistics net-
works. Abu Dhabi National Oil Com-
pany has sold oil from storage and
export points outside Hormuz, includ-
ing Fujairah and Sohar, using shipping
arrangements that allow volumes from
inside the Gulf to reach those loca-
tions. Trade-source data also show pur-
chases from the UAE and Saudi Arabia
continuing alongside Russian imports.
These are commercial adaptations to a
maritime constraint; they do not make
the crisis disappear, and they can add
handling and freight costs.

Diplomacy is part of the same strate-
gy. On 22 September, India and OPEC
held a high-level energy dialogue in New
Delhi. The official account said discus-
sions centred on market stability, energy
security and timely investment in oil sup-
plies. Meetings of this kind do not guar-

antee a tanker tomorrow morning. They

do help preserve .
channels with the ¢
producers on which
India will rely after
the current emergen-
cy ends. India has
also explored closer
storage cooperation
with the UAE. A
May government an-
nouncement de-
scribed potential ADNOC participation
in Indian strategic reserves and possible
Indian reserve storage at Fujairah.

The price India cannot route around

Diversification can reduce the chance
that fuel stops flowing. It cannot fully
protect consumers from a global surge
in prices. The IEA said benchmark
North Sea Dated crude averaged $91 a
barrel in August and reached $113.48
on 9 September. Refined fuel markets
have been tighter still, particularly die-
sel. These are dated observa-
tions, not a live quo-
tation; the im-
portant point is g
the scale o f BN
t h e
shock
that im-
porters
have had
to ab-
sorb.

For India, a higher import bill means
more foreign currency spent for the
same physical quantity of oil. It can
widen the trade deficit and put pressure
on the rupee. A weak- er rupee, in
turn, can raise the local-cur-
rency cost of | [\ dol -
lar-priced crude.

Russia: a lifeline with its own risks

ussian crude became an important
R‘component of India's oil mix after the

invasion of Ukraine reshaped global
trade. In the present Gulf crisis, it has also
offered a route to barrels that do not need to
pass through Hormuz. That geographical ad-
vantage is real. It has helped Indian refiners
maintain access to supply when nearby sourc-
es have been disrupted.

Yet Russia cannot be treated as a risk-free
substitute. Its export infrastructure and refin-
eries face disruptions associated with the war
in Ukraine. Shipping costs and competition
from other buyers can change the economics
of a cargo. Western sanctions and the possi-
bility of further trade action complicate trans-
actions. India must consider the value of its
broader commercial relationships alongside
the immediate price of oil.

The recent figures show how fluid the bal-
ance has become. Trade-source data reported
on 22 September put India's Russian imports
at roughly 2.1 million barrels a day in August,

day in September. Those estimates are subject
to revision; they are a snapshot of deliveries
and tracking, not proof of a permanent policy
reversal. A sensible reading is that Russian oil
has given India optionality, while excessive
reliance on it would create a different vulner-
ability. Buying when the delivered economics
work is one decision. Allowing the national
supply chain to depend on that source in ev-
ery circumstance is another. The distinction
matters because a sanctions change, a freight
spike or a disruption at an export terminal can
alter the calculation quickly.

It is tempting to describe India's choice in
moral or geopolitical absolutes: align with
one side or the other, buy from one camp or
reject it. Refineries cannot run on absolutes.
The government has said it will secure ener-
gy for the population and source from diverse
sellers according to market conditions. That
position is an attempt to keep the purchase of
fuel from becoming a single-test referendum
on every international relationship. It is also
a position that grows harder to sustain as the

hen supply is uncer-
tain, stored oil buys
time. India's dedi-

cated strategic petroleum re-
serve facilities have a stated
capacity of 5.33 million met-
ric tonnes at Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru and Padur. The
government has approved fur-
ther capacity under a second
phase, but approved projects
must not be counted as oil al-
ready in storage.

Dedicated emergency cav-
erns are only one part of the
cushion. Refiners and oil
marketing compa-
nies also
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carry working inventories of
crude and petroleum prod-
ucts. Oil may be in tanks, in
transit or already contracted
for future delivery. These
categories should not be con-
flated. Tank capacity is the
size of a container; actual
stock is what it holds; a cargo
tied up for delivery is a com-
mercial commitment; petrol
in a distribution depot is
closer to consumers than
crude awaiting processing.
The government said in
March, after the Middle East
crisis began, that Indian oil
companies had tied up crude
supplies for the following 60
days and that total reserve
capacity was 74 days, with
actual stock cover then
around 60 days across crude,
products and strategic stor-
age. Those were dated fig-

5, Ures for late March, not a

claim about stock levels
on 24 September. The

_ distinction is crucial

in a fast-moving
crisis.

‘ \

£ 5 1
P/“
[

The quiet value of nventory

TS TR
IR L

"

Stored barrels provide a
bridge, not a permanent re-
placement for imports. If a
refinery draws stocks today,
it will eventually need to re-
plenish them, perhaps at an
even higher price. Reserves
work best when they give
buyers time to avoid panic
purchases, manage tempo-
rary interruptions and coor-
dinate deliveries. Their value
lies as much in preventing a
rushed decision as in the oil
itself.

This is why the state can-
not answer every disruption
simply by opening the re-
serve caverns. Officials must
judge whether a lost cargo is
temporary, whether commer-
cial inventories can absorb
the delay and whether re-
leasing strategic crude now
would leave the country
more vulnerable to a larger
interruption later. It is a
judgment made under uncer-
tainty, with the cost of both
action and inaction rising as
the crisis persists.
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Landmines cleared
in Cambodian

village
PHNOM PENH
Nearly 200,000 square
metres of land cleared of
landmines and
unexploded ordnance has
been formally returned to
residents of Kaoh Pao
Village in Cambodia’s Koh
Kong Province. The
demining effort was
funded through the Indian
government’s Quick
Impact Project under the
Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation framework.
Indian Embassy officials
joined Cambodian
provincial leaders and
mine action authorities to
hand over the safe land,
which will directly benefit
about 134 families.
Officials highlighted that
the reclaimed property
will provide secure access
for local farming, housing,
and sustainable socio-
economic development.

Philippines condemns
Chineseinterference
near Thitu

MANILA
The Philippine Coast
Guard has accused
Chinese maritime forces
of obstructing a law
enforcement operation
targeting suspected
dynamite fishing near
Thitu Island. Authorities
stated that two China
Coast Guard ships and a
military helicopter shad-
owed and blocked
Philippine vessels
responding to illegal fish-
ing activity near Sandy
Cays. The target vessel
ultimately escaped
toward Subi Reef while
Philippine teams halted
pursuit for safety reasons.
In a separate incident,
military officials reported
that a Chinese J-16 fighter
jet dangerously inter-
cepted a patrol aircraft
over Scarborough Shoal,
condemning Beijing’s
actions as part of a coer-
Cive pattern.

Taipei police raid gay
bar ahead of pride

parade
TAIPEI
Roughly 100 LGBTQ+
community members
staged an angry protest
in Taipei following a rare
policeraidona
prominent local gay bar.
Officers targeted the
Commander D venue in
the Wanhua district,
detaining 51 patrons and
arresting the owner.
Police officials stated the
operationrelied on a
search warrant
concerning public
decency laws, specifically
targeting individuals
exposing their bodies in
public. Protesters
marched to the local
precinct on Sunday,
condemning the
crackdown as an
aggressive violation.

Brazil votes: Presidential
election facing October runoff

MILLIONS OF BRAZILIANS VOTED IN A FIERCELYPOLARIZED GENERAL

ELECTION AS LULA FACES FLAVI

BRASILIA

Millions of Brazilians cast
their ballots in the opening
round of a fiercely contested,
deeply polarized general elec-
tion. The high-stakes national
vote unfolds against a turbu-
lent backdrop defined by com-
pounding economic anxieties,
a sprawling financial corrup-
tion scandal, and intense geo-
political friction involving
Washington and regional dip-
lomatic alignments.

Veteran leftist President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 80,
is mounting a historic cam-

paign for a fourth term in of-
fice. He faces a formidable
challenge from 45-year-old
Senator Flavio Bolsonaro,
who is seeking to reclaim
presidential power for the
right-wing movement of his
imprisoned father, former
President Jair Bolsonaro. Be-
cause election rules require
an outright majority of more
than 50% of valid votes to se-
cure victory in the first round,
a runoff vote is widely ex-
pected and has been officially
scheduled for October 25.
Latest opinion surveys indi-
cate that President Lula and

Brazilian election highlights

High-Stakes Presidential Contest

President Lula da Silva, 80, is seeking a fourth term, facing off against
45-year-old Senator Flavio Bolsonaro, who is carrying the right-wing mantle
of his imprisoned father, former President Jair Bolsonaro.

Runoff Outlook

With neither candidate securing an outright majority in early projections, a
second-round runoff on October 25 appears imminent, with recent polls

indicating a dead heat.

Major Campaign Flashpoints

The electoral cycle has been heavily shaped by economic anxieties, high
public debt, cost-of-living pressures, a sprawling banking scandal, and
intense debates over international relations and U.S. tariffs.
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Senator Bolsonaro are run-
ning neck-and-neck in hypo-
thetical head-to-head match-
up polling.

United States President
Donald Trump openly criti-
cized the judicial proceedings
as a politically motivated
“witch hunt” and subsequent-
ly leveraged economic pres-
sure against Brasilia, impos-
ing sweeping 50% tariffs on
Brazilian exports in 2025
explicitly linked to the elder
Bolsonaro’s legal case. Addi-
tional tariffs targeting alleged
unfair trade practices fol-
lowed earlier this year. Presi-
dent Lula has forcefully wea-
ponized these punitive mea-
sures on the campaign trail,

accusing Washington of bla-
tant electoral interference and
depicting the Bolsonaro fam-
ily as overly subservient to
foreign interests at the direct
expense of Brazilian sover-
eignty.

Conversely, Senator Flavio
Bolsonaro has campaigned on
a platform of repairing bilat-
eral relations with the United
States and Israel.

Alongside the presidency,
voters are casting ballots to
fill all 513 seats in the Lower
House and two-thirds of the
Senate, determining the leg-
islative balance of power as
Congress plays an increasing-
ly influential role in national
governance.

Bosnia heads to polls
amid EU integration,
geopolitical influence

SARAJEVO

Millions of Bosnians headed
to the polls in a high-stakes
general election that could
decisively shape the nation’s
stalled European Union ac-
cession path and tilt the bal-
ance of geopolitical influence
between the West and Russia.

Registered voters—num-
bering roughly 3.4 million—
cast ballots to elect the coun-
try’s central tripartite presi-
dency and national House of
Representatives, alongside
regional legislatures across
its two primary political enti-

‘ More than 30 years
after the war, the
situation is still the same;

we are talking about
nationalism... The same
faces, the same

story, constantly.”

— Ismar Garasljevic, High school
teacher, Sarajevo

ties: the Serb-dominated Re-
publika Srpska and the Bos-
niak-Croat Federation. For
the first time nationwide, au-
thorities implemented ad-
vanced electoral technology,
including biometric voter ver-
ification and electronic ballot
scanners, designed to curb
fraud and accelerate prelimi-
nary results.

While Bosnia secured offi-
cial EU candidate status in
December 2022 and a green
light to open formal accession
negotiations in 2024, actual

Diplomacy s theonly
path forward: Iran

TEHRAN

Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyyed Abbas Araghchi firm-
ly asserted that military force
and economic sanctions offer
no viable resolution to the on-
going conflict with the United
States, emphasizing that di-
plomacy remains the sole path
to ending regional hostilities.

Recapping diplomatic en-
gagements during the recent
81st session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA), Araghchi highlight-
ed a comprehensive frame-
work presented by the Iranian
delegation to resolve lingering
disputes and secure the re-
opening of the strategic Strait
of Hormuz. According to the
proposal, critical commercial
shipping lanes through the vi-
tal waterway could be fully
reopened within a seven-day
window if Washington and its
allies agree to core conditions,
including a binding UN reso-

lution addressing sanctions
relief, asset releases, and re-
gional security frameworks.
While expressing hope that
the U.S. leadership would

Seyyed Abbas Aragh;;m :

Iranian Fo;in Nlliniater B

choose a path of “wisdom and
rationality”, Araghchi warned
that any renewed military ag-
gression by adversaries would
be met with an even stronger
and more decisive defensive
response.

Araghchi’s diplomatic out-
reach contrasts sharply with
recent remarks from U.S.
President Donald Trump, who
asserted that the conflict
would conclude rapidly.

talks have remained frozen.
Domestic political leaders
have repeatedly failed to en-
act core reforms mandated by
Brussels, including strength-
ening judicial oversight and
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implementing robust anti-cor-
ruption legislation.

Tracking data indicates that
in Republika Srpska, the Alli-
ance of Independent Social
Democrats (SNSD), led by
pro-Russian secessionist fig-
ure Milorad Dodik, has main-
tained a strong lead, while
nationalist and reformist fac-
tions battle tightly across the
Federation. If ethnic hardlin-
ers retain power and continue
their obstructionist politics
within the central government,
analysts warn that prospects
for EU integration will remain
stalled indefinitely.

The election has also served
as a proxy theater for major
global powers seeking strate-
gic leverage in the Western
Balkans. While the European
Union pushes to anchor the
region within its economic
block, Russia continues to ex-
ert influence by actively sup-
porting pro-Moscow leader-
ship within Republika Srpska.

Displaced Gazans wait
overseas amid devastation

CAIRO

The ongoing plight of Gaza’s
overseas diaspora reflects a
profound humanitarian crisis
defined by prolonged dis-
placement, institutional stag-
nation, and deep psychologi-
cal trauma. Three years after
the eruption of the devastat-
ing conflict triggered by the
October 7, 2023 attacks, more
than 100,000 Palestinians re-
main stranded across neigh-
boring countries and interna-
tional destinations, unable or
unwilling to return under cur-
rent conditions.

Despite formal international
diplomatic efforts, the reality
on the ground inside the Gaza
Strip remains fractured.

cess requiring vetting by mul-
tiple security agencies—Ilife
in exile is marked by pro-
found grief and perpetual lim-
bo. Families remain fractured

across borders, with members
scattered between Egypt, Tur-
key, and various temporary
shelters within Gaza.
Countless displaced individ-
uals, such as Omar al-Hassay-
na—who lost dozens of fami-
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Israeli military forces con-
tinue to maintain a stronghold
over approximately 60% of
Gaza’s territory, while Hamas
retains administrative and se-
curity control over most pop-
ulated civilian pockets, pri-
marily in temporary or dam-
aged shelters.

Periodic military actions,
restricted access to basic hu-
manitarian aid, and a chronic
shortage of medical supplies
continue to plague the local
population, leaving infrastruc-
ture devastated. For those
who managed to secure pas-
sage abroad—a rigorous pro-

OF GAZA HELD BY ISRAELI FORCES

m DISPLACED WHO HAVE RETURNED

ly members in a single cata-
strophic strike in Gaza City—
grapple with the compounding
grief of losing entire house-
holds alongside their homes,
businesses, and communities.
While a small fraction of the
displaced population (estimat-
ed at roughly 7,000 people)
has chosen to return despite
the risks, the vast majority re-
main hesitant. They wait for
tangible international guaran-
tees, comprehensive political
stability, and safe, foundation-
al conditions necessary to re-
build their lives from the rub-
ble.

TIGRAY CONFLICT REIGNITES

Latvian PM Kulbergs
wins majority, secures
pro-Ukraine mandate

RIGA

In a watershed moment for
Baltic politics, Latvian Prime
Minister Andris Kulbergs is

| &

on track to retain power and
form a robust pro-Ukrainian
coalition following a landslide
victory in the country’s gener-
al election. With 97% of bal-
lots counted following vote
day in the NATO and Europe-
an Union member state, Kul-
bergs’ centrist United List se-
cured a staggering 35.3% of
the vote. This translates to 42
seats in the 100-seat Saeima,
marking the largest parliamen-
tary election victory in Latvia
since the nation regained its
independence in 1991.

To secure a formal parlia-
mentary majority, the United
List is expected to form a co-
alition with either the nation-
alist National Alliance or the
liberal Progressives. However,
political experts caution that
governance will remain chal-
lenging; no Latvian govern-
ment has ever survived a full

Share of the vote

legislative term, and Kulbergs
will need to tightly manage
his party’s loose alliance of
independents and smaller fac-
tions. On foreign policy and

Latvian Prime Minister
Andris Kulbergs secured a
landslide general election

victory, positioning his
centrist coalition to forma

government focused on
robust defense and reform.

national security, Kulbergs has
vowed to maintain an uncom-
promising stance toward Mos-
cow and steadfast support for
Kyiv.

“Any economic ties with
Russia makes us weak. Yes, it
can bring some extra money,
but it’s a weakness Russia
might exploit,” Kulbergs told
cheering supporters at his
party headquarters on elec-
tion night. Throughout the
campaign, Kulbergs promised
to bolster Latvia’s anti-drone
defenses and preserve de-
fense spending at an elite
5.0% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP)—one of the
highest investment levels
across the entire NATO alli-
ance.Latvia’s 1.9 million cit-
izens remain deeply vigilant
regarding regional security as
their nation shares strategic
borders with both Russia and
Belarus.

United List

Latvia First

Sovereign Power

National Alliance

35.3%
13.1%
11.7%
8.9%

With 97% of ballots counted. Turnout 51.8% (59.4% in 2022)

USS George H.W. Bush
arrives in Thailand

PHUKET

The nuclear-powered Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS
George H.W. Bush (CVN 77),

\

serving as the flagship of
Carrier Strike Group 10,
arrived off the coast of
Phuket, Thailand, on October
4,2026, alongside the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Delbert D.
Black (DDG 119). Carrying
approximately 4,800 military
personnel, the strike group’s
arrival marks a scheduled
five-day rest-and-recreation
(R&R) port visit following an
intense six-month deployment
in the U.S. Central Command
area of responsibility.

During its prolonged tour in
the Middle East, the carrier
strike group played a critical
role supporting Operation

Epic Fury and maintaining
vital U.S. naval blockades and
maritime stability across the
Arabian Sea and surrounding
volatile waters. Having de-
parted its home bases in Nor-
folk, Virginia, and Mayport,
Florida, back in March, this
stop in Phuket represents the
strike group’s very first offi-
cial port call of the deploy-
ment.

While the massive carrier
remains anchored offshore,
thousands of sailors and per-
sonnel are utilizing the Phuket
Deep Sea Port to come ashore
between October 4 and 9. The
crew is engaging in various
community relations projects,
cultural excursions, and recre-
ational activities across the
popular southern resort island,
which includes a friendly
U.S.—Thailand soccer match.

The continuous high-level
port engagements underscore
enduring bilateral defense co-
operation and strategic mili-
tary ties with Thailand, which
remains the United States’
sole treaty ally on the main-
land of Southeast Asia.

TPLF rebels retreat, Ethiopian forces retake capital Mekelle

ADDIS ABABA

In a dramatic escalation that
threatens to reignite Africa’s
deadliest modern conflict,
Ethiopian federal military
forces and allied militias
have successfully seized con-
trol of Mekelle, the capital of
the northern Tigray region.
The rapid capture marks a
devastating strategic blow to
the Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) and its
governing opposition alli-
ance, plunging the volatile
Horn of Africa nation back
into severe political and mil-
itary uncertainty.

The seizure of the regional
capital unfolded following

ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT

HIGHLIGHTS

heavy fighting triggered by a
major TPLF-led offensive
launched on September 23
against federal positions.
However, federal counterof-
fensives moved swiftly. Ac-
cording to a source close to
the pro-government Tigray
Peace Forces, allied militia-

Fall of Mekelle: Following a fierce
counteroffensive launched against a TPLF
advance that began on September 23,
pro-government militia and federal troops
entered and secured the city center by
Saturday afternoon.

men and federal troops
breached the city center, se-
curing key administrative
installations.

A local humanitarian work-
er and multiple Mekelle resi-
dents verified that federal
security forces firmly control
the urban center. Facing over-

TPLF Retreat: In an official statement
posted on Facebook, the TPLF confirmed its
withdrawal from the capital, announcing
that the regional government would
temporarily relocate operations

outside Mekelle.

whelming military pressure,
the TPLF released an official
statement via social media
confirming its tactical with-
drawal from the city. The re-
gional leadership announced
that the Tigray regional gov-
ernment would be “temporar-
ily moved out of Mekelle and
operate from somewhere
else,” signaling that rebel
forces plan to wage an asym-
metric insurgency from rural
strongholds. Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed’s administration
has not yet issued a formal
administrative statement re-
garding the offensive.

This sudden flare-up rep-
resents the most dangerous
military confrontation since

the conclusion of the devas-
tating 2020-2022 civil war,
which claimed hundreds of
thousands of lives and trig-
gered severe humanitarian
catastrophes across northern
Ethiopia.

In the days preceding the
fall of Mekelle, the federal
government in Addis Ababa
abruptly severed diplomatic
ties with neighboring Eritrea,
accusing Asmara of covertly
arming and supporting the
Tigrayan rebel alliance. Fur-
thermore, Ethiopian authori-
ties have leveled similar alle-
gations against Sudan and
Egypt—contentions that all
three accused nations have
vehemently denied.

Regional Escalation Fears: Analysts warn
that the renewed hostilities—marking the
worst escalation since the devastating
2020-2022 civil war—risk widening into a
broader regional conflict amid severed
diplomatic ties between Addis Ababa and

neighboring Eritrea.
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Vibrant closing ceremony
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wraps up Asian Games 2026

Ace shooter Neeru Dhanda led India home as Aichi-Nagoya
lowered the curtain on historic Asian Games.

NAGOYA

The 20th Asian Games Aic-
hi-Nagoya 2026 concluded
with a vibrant, culture-filled
closing ceremony at Nagoya
City Mizuho Park Athletic
Stadium on Sunday. Ace Indi-
an trap shooter Neeru Dhanda
proudly carried the Indian tri-
colour during the Parade of
Nations, leading a proud con-
tingent after delivering a his-
toric multi-medal campaign.

Dhanda earned the presti-
gious flag-bearer honor fol-
lowing a stellar performance
where she captured two
gold medals and one
silver. Notably, she
etched her name in the
history books by be-
coming the first Indian
woman to win an indi-
vidual Asian Games gold
in trap shooting, alongside a
mixed team gold with Kynan
Chenai and a women's team
silver. Her phenomenal outing
placed her among four elite
Indian athletes to secure three
medals at the Games.

India officially signed off
from the Aichi-Nagoya
Games with an outstanding
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total of 85 medals, compris-
ing 21 gold, 27 silver, and 37
bronze. This stellar haul se-
cured India a strong fourth
place in the overall continen-
tal standings, trailing power-
house nations China, hosts
Japan, and South Korea.
While the medal count did
not match the record 106 se-
cured at Hangzhou in 2023,
the 2026 campaign witnessed
unprecedented historic mile-
stones. The standout feature
of India's campaign was a
complete, golden sweep

A
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across all three major team
disciplines: cricket, kabaddi,
and hockey. Both the men's
and women's squads in each
of these sports captured gold
medals, showcasing the na-
tion's exceptional depth and
dominance in team events.

In cricket, both men's and
women's teams triumphed,
with the men defeating
arch-rivals Pakistan in a
thrilling final. Kabaddi saw
both squads overcome fierce
challenges from Iran to secure
dual gold medals.

Meanwhile, the Indian wom-
en's hockey team ended a 44-
year gold drought by edging
past China 1-0, while the
men's team successfully de-
fended their title with a com-
manding 5-1 victory over
Malaysia, simultaneously
booking direct qualification
for the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics.

The colourful closing cere-
mony, themed 'One Asia', fea-
tured dynamic parkour dis-
plays, laser shows, and tradi-
tional Japanese performances.

The emotional highlight of

AR the evening was the
— \ symbolic handover

Khalid Jamil defends Gurpreet
after defeat to Brazil

KOLKATA

Indian national football team
head coach Khalid Jamil firm-
ly refused to place blame on
captain and goalkeeper Gur-
preet Singh Sandhu following
India's 4-0 defeat to Brazil in
an international friendly at
Kolkata.

Gurpreet was substituted at
half-time after the South
American powerhouse estab-
lished a commanding lead
during the opening 45 min-
utes. However, Jamil immedi-
ately dismissed any notion
that the veteran goalkeeper
should shoulder individual
responsibility for the heavy
scoreline, pointing instead to
systemic defensive lapses
across the squad.

"You cannot blame Gur-
preet. He is one of the best
goalkeepers in India. But you

cannot judge him on two
matches. So, it’s not just be-
cause of Gurpreet. The de-
fenders also didn’t close
down. So, overall, every-
body’s mistake," Jamil told
reporters via the AIFF.

The fixture provid-
ed a formidable test
for the Blue Tigers
against a
star-studded Bra-
zilian side man-
aged by veteran
Italian tactician
Carlo Ancelotti and
featuring global super-
stars like Vinicius Junior.
Jamil emphasized that playing
against opposition of this cal-
iber leaves zero margin for
erTor.

"If you play with a good
team, you make one mistake,
and they finish," Jamil noted.
"For that, concentration

should be good, and you have
to be alert."

Following the match, Jamil
revealed that Ancelotti of-
fered words of encourage-
ment, praising the Indian
side's effort. Describ-
ing the legendary
Italian manager as

a "gentleman,"

Jamil noted that

there were im-

mense technical

lessons to draw
from interacting
with a coach of
Ancelotti's stature.
Despite refusing to su-
garcoat the team's perfor-
mance—candidly rating the
outing with "zero points"
when asked for a score out
of ten—Jamil stressed the
vital importance of contin-
ued exposure to world-class
opponents.

ceremony, featuring
the historic torch and
flag from the inaugu-
ral 1951 Asian Games
in New Delhi.

The Olympic Council of
Asia (OCA) flag was official-
ly handed over to the Qatari
delegation, with legendary
high jumper Mutaz Barshim
accepting the honors as Doha
prepares to host the 21st
Asian Games in 2030, mark-
ing the end of an unforgetta-
ble chapter of sportsmanship
in Japan.

Buoyed by Asian Games
gold, star boxer Lovlina
Borgohain eyes early
Los Angeles 2028
qualification at the
upcoming World
Championships.

v
NEW DELHI

Fresh from a triumphant
gold-medal campaign at the
Asian Games, star Indian
boxer Lovlina Borgohain has
already set her sights firmly
on the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics, aiming to secure
her qualification at the earliest
possible opportunity during
the 2027 World Boxing
Championships.

With the Boxing Federation
of India (BFT) confirming that
Asian Games medalists will
serve as primary entries for
the upcoming World Champi-
onships in Kazakhstan—des-
ignated as the first official
qualifier for LA28—Lovlina
is eager to bypass a prolonged
qualification battle.

“We always try our best to
qualify in the first qualifica-
tion only. It is a very good
thing for an athlete. The way
hockey has done it, they will
get a long time to prepare.
Our target is to qualify in the
first qualification, get a good
time and get good results,”
Lovlina told IANS on Sunday.

Reflecting on her recent

success, Lovlina views her
Asian Games triumph not
merely as redemption for
missing the podium at the
Paris Olympics, but as a mo-
ment to cherish purely for its
own sake.

“I have not thought of any-
thing like that. I just said that
I have won the moment. This
is my medal. I just have to en-
joy it. I don’t have to answer
anyone. | don’t have to prove
anything. I just have to enjoy
my medal,” she expressed.

Analyzing the broader land-
scape of Indian boxing, Lov-
lina credited the impressive
medal hauls across various
weight classes to an evolving
mental toughness within the
national squad. She empha-
sized that intensive training
camps and unwavering gov-
ernment support have fostered
a true “champion mindset,”

enabling athletes to compete
with greater confidence on the
international stage.

For the experienced pugi-
list, enduring grueling train-
ing regimens ultimately boils
down to the unmatched pride
of representing the nation.

“It is a very good feeling.
We are not allowed to go
around the world with our na-
tional flag. But when the na-
tional anthem is played, our
flag comes up.

That is a very special mo-
ment. That feeling is the
dream of every athlete,” she
said.

With her sights now locked
on the 2027 World Champion-
ships, Lovlina aims to trans-
late her continental momen-
tum into an early Olympic
berth, granting her the ideal
runway to prepare for glory in
Los Angeles.

Irani Cup defeat serves as valuable lesson: Paras Dogra

SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir captain
Paras Dogra reflected can-
didly on his team's 167-run
defeat to Rest of India in the
prestigious Irani Cup fixture
at the Sher-i-Kashmir Stadi-
um, emphasizing that the
hard-fought encounter
serves as an essential devel-
opmental milestone.
Despite capturing a cru-
cial 41-run first-innings ad-
vantage—anchored by resil-
ient knocks from Dogra
himself, Abdul Samad, and
Lone Nasir Muzaffar—the
reigning Ranji Trophy
champions stumbled dra-
matically on the fourth af-
ternoon. Chasing a target of
279, the J&K batting lineup
collapsed under a hostile
spell of seam and swing
bowling, folding for just 111
as international pacers
Mukesh Kumar (6-33) and

Akash Deep (3-25) tore
through the order.

"It has been a really good
game - they played really
well. It is a learning for us
and boys have taken posi-
tives. Credit goes to Rest of
India," Dogra stated during
the post-match presentation
ceremony.

The momentum of the
match shifted decisively
during Rest of India's sec-
ond innings, largely driven
by young batter Smaran
Ravichandran, whose mag-
nificent 135 was comple-

mented by a record 113-run
ninth-wicket partnership
alongside Mukesh Choud-
hary. Asked how J&K could
have altered their tactical
approach against the low-
er-order resistance, Dogra
paid tribute to the opposi-
tion's execution.

"I thought a lot about it.
All credit goes to Smaran—
he batted really well. I don't
think there is any word [to
describe it], and then Akash
and Mukesh bowled really
well," the veteran skipper
noted.

Beyond the immediate
match analysis, Dogra high-
lighted the massive structur-
al transformation taking
place within the region's do-
mestic cricket ecosystem.
He credited the administra-
tive leadership of former
player and current Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) President Mithun

Manhas, alongside consis-
tent backing from the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Cricket
Association (JKCA) man-
agement and selectors, for
catalyzing the team's histor-
ic rise to national promi-
nence.

"It all started when
Mithun bhai came in and
took over. Really thankful
they gave me this opportuni-
ty to lead this side. The
management, selectors, ev-
eryone has been backing us
up. Looking forward to the
upcoming season," Dogra
added.

Having absorbed the les-
sons from their high-profile
Irani Cup debut, Jammu and
Kashmir will quickly turn
their focus to defending
their domestic crown, kick-
ing off their 2026—-27 Ranji
Trophy campaign against
Madhya Pradesh in Srinagar
on October 11.

China Open:

BEIJING

As high-profile upsets continue to
reshape the tournament draw at the
China Open, rising stars Linda
Noskova and Mirra Andreeva deliv-
ered commanding performances to
secure their places in the fourth
round. Their victories come in the
wake of stunning early exits by top
seed Elena Rybakina and second

seed Aryna Sabalenka.

Fifth seed Noskova made swift
work of Viktorija Golubic, needing
just 55 minutes to cruise to a 6-2,
6-1 victory. Relying on aggressive
first-strike tennis, the Wimbledon
champion landed 77% of her first
serves and conceded only five
points on her delivery. Demonstrat-
ing tactical variety with sharp drop
shots and aggressive net play,
Noskova farded off early pressure
in the second set before tearing
through five straight games to seal
the match. She will next face 19th
seed Ekaterina Alexandrova, who
battled back from a set and a break
down to eliminate 11th seed Diana

Shnaider 3-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Fourth seed Andreeva took a
tougher route against Polina Kuder-
metova, overcoming an early deficit
to triumph 6-4, 6-1 in 68 minutes.
Though Kudermetova struck 25
groundstroke winners, Andreeva
tightened her defense and capital-
ized on her opponent's 48 unforced
errors, winning 10 of the final 11

champion will
next meet
Ukraine's
Daria Snig-
ur, who
swept past
Taylah
Pres-
t on
6-1, 6-0
in just 47 min- l
utes to reach
her maiden o
WTA 1000 fourth
round.

With the top of the

ness their momentum as
they advance into the

Beijing event :

draw wide open following
the departures of the tourna-
ment's top seeds, Noskova
and Andreeva look to har-

business end of the /£ ‘D =
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Noskova, Andreeva reach last 16

games. The French Open

SHEDGE REPLACES HARDIK PANDYA
FOR INDIA A SQUAD

dia A setup after completing a rigorous rehabili-

PUDUCHERRY

Dynamic seam-bowling all-rounder Suryansh
Shedge has officially been drafted into the In-
dia A squad as a direct replacement for the
injured star Hardik Pandya ahead of the highly
anticipated three-match one-day series against
Australia A. The opening fixture of the series
is scheduled to get underway in Puducherry on

Tuesday, October 6, 2026.

Hardik Pandya, who had been named in the
initial squad selected last month subject to a
final fitness clearance, was forced to with-
draw from the series after ex-

periencing physical discom-
fort in his right calf on Sep-
tember 19. Subsequent mag-
netic resonance imaging % s
(MRI) examinations confirmed
that the pace-bowling all-rounder
is suffering from a very mild P
-, intramedullary edema, a
medical condition clini- 4
cally equivalent to right
medial tibial stress syn-
drome (commonly known
as shin splints). Medical staff
at the Board of Control for

Cricket in India (BCCI) Cen-
tre of Excellence advised a
period of rest and rehabilita-
tion to prevent aggravation
ahead of upcoming interna-
tional assignments.

Shedge, a promising
23-year-old talent, joins the In-

tation program for a quadriceps injury at the
BCCI Centre of Excellence located in Bengaluru.

"Yes, Shedge has joined the India A squad as
a replacement for injured Hardik. Shedge had a
quadriceps injury and was recovering from it at
the BCCI Centre of Excellence in Bengaluru,"
confirmed a senior cricket operations source
closely tracking developments on Sunday.

Shedge's inclusion highlights his rapid rise with-

thh Y,

in the national talent pipeline. He made his se-
nior international debut during India's T20I

tour of Ireland in June 2026 and subse-
quently featured in T20I series against
England and Zimbabwe. While he is
still hunting for his maiden interna-
tional wicket, his domestic and devel-
~' opmental form has been compelling.
' He delivered impressive performances
during the India A 50-over tri-series in
Sri Lanka earlier this June, accu-

mulating 147 runs across five
matches while contributing
\ two vital bowling scalps in
23 overs of medium-pace
work. However, his call-
up to the India A side car-
ries immediate domestic
ramifications: Shedge
will now be forced to
miss Mumbai's presti-
gious opening Ranji
Trophy encounter against
Chandigarh, which is set to
commence at the historic Wank-
hede Stadium on October 11.
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