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The Karnataka Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, has approved
eight major draft Bills, in-
cluding the much-discussed
Hate Speech and Hate Crime
Bills. These Bills will be ta-
bled during the upcoming Be-
lagavi Assembly session.

A key proposal cleared by
the Cabinet is the “Hate
Crimes and Hate Speech (Pro-
hibition and Prevention) Bill,
2025,” aimed at curbing hate
speech and hate-motivated
offences across the state. The
government intends to intro-
duce a dedicated law to con-
trol hate speech, which often
leads to communal tensions,
public disorder, and threats to
law and order.

The Bill also introduces ac-
countability for digital inter-
mediaries—including social
media platforms, search en-
gines, telecom operators, on-
line marketplaces, and inter-
net service providers—for
harmful content hosted or
circulated through their plat-
forms.

Takedown Powers

Additionally, the Bill empow-
ers district collectors to issue
preventive orders in areas
where communal disturbances

e . | A
Cabinet approves Hate
Speech & Hate Crimes
(Prevention) Bill

BENGALURU

Karnataka Cabinet
approves eight key Bills,
including the Hate
Crimes Bill, targeting
hate speech, social
boycotts, and digital
accountability statewide.

are anticipated. Collectors
may restrict meetings, rallies,
use of loudspeakers, or any
activity likely to provoke fear
or hatred. Such prohibitory
orders can initially be im-
posed for up to 30 days and
extended to a maximum of 60
days if required.

Proposed Punishment
Anyone delivering hate
speech can face up to seven
years of imprisonment.The
Bill also allows for a fine of
up to 350,000 in addition to
imprisonment, emphasizing
both deterrence and account-
ability for spreading hate or
inciting communal tensions.

Cow Protection Act amended
The Cabinet also amended the
Karnataka Prevention and
Protection of Animals (Cow
Slaughter) Act, 2020, allow-
ing seized vehicles to be re-
leased based on bank guaran-
tees or indemnity bonds, eas-
ing burdens on small vehicle
owners.

QUICK READ

Palakkad MLA Rahul
expelled from Cong

PALAKKAD: Kerala’s Palak-
kad MLA Rahul Mam-
kootathil, who had been
under disciplinary action
since August 25, was ex-
pelled from the primary
membership of Congress
on Thursday as sexual as-
sault allegations mounted
against him. Incidentally,
his expulsion comes exactly
a year after he took oath as
the newly elected Palakkad
MLA on 4 December 2024,
following a by-election to
the constituency that year.
KPCC President Sunny Jo-
seph MLA announced the
expulsion after multiple
cases were registered, and
internal complaints sur-
faced against the former
Youth Congress leader, who
has been absconding since
the police registered a

case against him.

Putin must have authorized
nerve agent attack

LONDON: A UK public inquiry
has concluded that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin authorised the 2018
Novichok attack on former
double agent Sergei Skri-
pal, calling it a “reckless”
show of power that caused
the death of innocent by-
stander Dawn Sturgess.
Skripal and his daughter
Yulia were found uncon-
scious in Salisbury after
Novichok was applied to
their home door handle.
Sturgess died four months
later after exposure from a
contaminated perfume
bottle. Inquiry chair Antho-
ny Hughes stated that GRU
operatives carried out the
attack, which “must have
been authorised at the
highest level,” and de-
scribed their actions as
“astonishingly reckless.”
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PUTIN ARRIVES IN DELHI FOR
STRATEGIC TALKS WITH MODI

Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in New Delhi for high-level talks with PM Narendra Modi

NEW DELHI

Russian President Vladimir
Putin arrived in New Delhi on
Thursday for bilateral talks
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. PM Modi greeted him
at the airport with a warm
handshake and hug. This
marks Putin’s first visit to In-
dia in four years, expected to
boost Russian oil, missile sys-
tems, fighter jets, and other
strategic agreements beyond
defence and energy.

The nearly 27-hour visit
gains significance amid the
recent downturn in India-US
relations. The summit is ex-
pected to see several agree-
ments in trade, energy, and
strategic sectors. Putin will
receive a ceremonial welcome
at Rashtrapati Bhavan, fol-
lowed by a working lunch
with Modi at Hyderabad
House. His visit coincides
with the 25th anniversary of
the India-Russia Strategic
Partnership, elevated to a
“Special and Privileged Stra-
tegic Partnership” in 2010.

Trade and energy discus-
sions are key, with India seek-
ing to address a $65 billion
import-export imbalance with
Russia, and navigate US tar-
iffs and sanctions on Russian
crude. Moscow has offered

e

additional oil discounts, while
talks on fertilisers, small
modular reactors, and a po-
tential free-trade pact with the
Eurasian Economic Union are
planned.

Putin is also expected to
brief Modi on Ukraine, with
India reiterating its support
for dialogue and diplomacy.
The visit will conclude with
the launch of the India chan-
nel of Russia’s state broad-

caster and a state banquet

hosted by President Droupadi
Murmu, with Putin departing
around 9 pm.

Defence Ministers of India,
Russia hold crucial talks
India and Russia on Thursday
resolved to expand their bilat-
eral defence cooperation with
New Delhi showing its keen
interest in procuring addition-
al batches of S-400 missile

systems from Moscow to bol-
ster its combat prowess.

The two sides deliberated
on ways to enhance the over-
all defence and strategic
ties at a key delegation-level
meeting between Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
his Russian counterpart
Andrey Belousov that took
place a day ahead of the
23rd India-Russia annual
summit.

US deported 3,258 Indian
nationals in 2025: EAM

“They have also conveyed that
their policy of shackling deportees
is followed to ensure the safety
and security of all passengers on
these flights. In the past, they
claim that there have been
instances of violence by deportees
against fellow deportees and
supporting crew members on such
deportation flights.”.

—S. Jaishankar,
External Affairs Minister

The Harjit Kaur case

Regarding the case of Harjit
Kaur, a 73-year-old Punjabi
woman, who was deport-
ed in September this year,
Jaishankar denied that she
was handcuffed, but said
she was rather mistreated
during her detention. Jais-
hankar said her matter was
raised by them with the

US authorities. “Whenever
any flight with deportees
comes, the deportees are
invariably interviewed by
the officials of the Govern-
ment of India. In this case,
our immigration officers
have confirmed that she
was not handcuffed.

SC SUPPORTS BLOS

NEW DELHI

The United States has deport-
ed a total of 18,822 Indian
nationals since 2009, includ-
ing 3,258 individuals so far in
2025, the Union government
informed the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, while
responding to supplementa-
ries, noted that 617 Indians
were deported in 2023 and
1,368 in 2024. Of those de-
ported in 2025, 2,032 (around
62.3%) returned on regular
commercial flights, while
1,226 (37.6%) arrived on
chartered flights operated by
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) or US
Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP).

Jaishankar highlighted that
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs has consistently raised
concerns with US authorities
regarding the treatment of de-
portees, especially the use of
shackles, with heightened
concern for women and chil-
dren.

He also pointed out the role
of state governments and the
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) in addressing human
trafficking, noting that Punjab

B :
India reported 18,822
nationals deported from
the US since 2009, with
3,258 in 2025, as
Jaishankar flagged
concerns over

deportee treatment.
accounts for the highest num-
ber of such cases.

The NIA, which has an an-
ti-human trafficking division,
has registered 27 cases, lead-
ing to 169 arrests and
chargesheets against 132 indi-
viduals. Significant arrests
include key traffickers in
Haryana and Punjab on Au-
gust 7, and in Himachal
Pradesh on October 2. Jais-
hankar emphasized the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
tackling human trafficking
and ensuring the welfare of
deported citizens.

NEW DELHI

~ IndiGo hit by fresh )
wave of disruptions;
300 flights cancelled

Vladimir Putin’s last visit
to India (Dec 6,2021)

Purpose

m 21st India—Russia Annual Summit

= First visit post-pandemic

Agreements & Cooperation

m Defence & military-
technical collaboration

= Trade, investment, energy,
space, science, technology,
culture, education

= Connectivity projects:
Chennai-Vladivostok
Maritime Corridor & INSTC

Global Issues Discussed
= Afghanistan situation

= Post-pandemic economic
recovery

= International strategic cooperation

m Strengthened India—Russia
strategic ties

= Signed multiple bilateral
agreements across sectors

= Emphasized long-term
partnership

“

vere software glitches.

to process.

line’s services.

IndiGo’s operations were hit by a sec-
ond consecutive day of disruption on
Thursday, with over 300 domestic and
international flights cancelled across
major airports, including Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyder-
abad. This follows Wednesday’s chaos,
when more than 200 flights were can-
celled and several others delayed due
to nationwide crew shortages and se-

Officials said a slowdown in SITA
software, which handles ticketing and
boarding, caused cascading delays as
boarding passes took unusually long

IndiGo CEO apologises for delays

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
IndiGo Airlines on Thursday acknowl-
edged that the company “could not live
up to the promise of providing a good
experience to customers.” In a letter to
IndiGo employees, Pieter Elbers apol-
ogised for the cancellations and delays
of hundreds of flights operated by the
airline in the past few days. The CEO
blamed operational challenges, includ-
ing the implementation of the
revised Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) for the disruptions to the air-

L © More on page 2

Major Airports Hit

m Delhi: 91 cancellations

= Bengaluru:
70 cancellations

= Mumbai:
86 cancellations

= Chennai:
26 cancellations

Passenger Impact

= Travellers stranded
forhoursin
multiple cities.

= Complaints of no
clear communication,
no timely updates,
and insufficient
accommodation.

DGCA Action

u DGCA has summoned
IndiGo to explain
the widespread
disruptions.

u Airline asked to

present immediate
corrective measures. |

Supreme Court asks states, UT’s to provide more staff for SIR
~ BLOSuicidesSparkStorm

—my

= Over the past
few weeks,
more than
several BLOs
have alleged-

= BLO reportedly died due to work pres-
sure from Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) on December 2. Kamlakant
Sharma, 40, from Hathras district’s
Sikandra Rao, collapsed at home.

ly died by
suicide, blam-
ing excessive
workload

and pressure
from senior

officials. ber 3,2025.

m BLO identified as Mohit
Chaudhary, assigned to SIR in
Meerut reportedly attempted
suicide, citing harassment and
excessive workload on Decem-

m A 46-year-old BLO, Sarvesh Singh, allegedly
died by suicide in Moradabad, UP, due to work
pressure from his first SIR electoral

rolls assignment.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day issued a series of direc-
tions to address the challenges
faced by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) during the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls across various
states.

A two-judge Bench, led by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, directed states affect-
ed by the SIR to deploy addi-
tional staff to reduce the
working hours of personnel
engaged in the process. The

court also ordered that when
an individual has a specific
reason for seeking exemption,
the state government must
consider such requests on a
case-by-case basis and pro-
vide a replacement. More-
over, states are required to
provide additional workforce
wherever necessary. The apex
court added that if other
forms of relief are not provid-
ed, the aggrieved individual
can approach the court for re-
dressal.

The directions followed an
application filed by Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)

against the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI), highlight-
ing the distressing condition
of BLOs, including suicides
allegedly linked to work pres-
sure. Thursday’s hearing was
part of a batch of petitions
challenging the SIR process
in states such as Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
and Kerala.

Senior Advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing
for TVK, informed the court
that 35 to 40 BLOs, many of
whom were Anganwadi work-
ers and teachers, had report-
edly died by suicide.

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
announced that the govern-
ment will declare September
13 as Women Employees’
Day to honour the significant
contribution of women work-
ing in the state administration.
Speaking at a women’s con-
ference organised by the Kar-
nataka State Government
Women Employees’ Associa-
tion in Bengaluru, he said the
government has already ap-
proved one day of paid men-
strual leave every month for
women employees. Discus-

CM assures to declare Sept 13
as Women Employees’ Day

sions are also underway to
provide office space for the
association at Bal Bhavan.
Siddaramaiah reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to
eliminating gender discrimina-
tion, noting that women today
are contributing equally to gov-
ernance and other fields. He
stressed that women play a cru-
cial role in shaping their chil-
dren’s personality and must
instil rationality and scientific
thinking in them. Creating
awareness among children
about superstitions and blind
beliefs is essential for building
a progressive society, he added.
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Bike collldes
with private bus,
rider killed

Bengaluru
A motorcyclist was killed
on the spot in a road acci-
dent on the Bengalu-
ru-Tumakuru National
Highway 48 near Ma-
danayakanahalli. The ac-
cident took place when
the bike collided with a
private bus that was
parked inadvertently on
the express highway. The
deceased has been iden-
tified as 21-year-old Su-
manth J Gowda, a resi-
dent of Nagasandra. The
bus driver has been taken
into custody by the Nela-
mangala traffic police
and a case has been reg-
istered against him. The
body has been sent to
Nelamangala General
Hospital for postmortem.

Woman dies by
suicide after 3 months
of love marriage

Bengaluru
A 23-year-old woman
committed suicide by
hanging herself just three
months after her mar-
riage, her family mem-
bers alleged that her
husband’s family mem-
bers were responsible for
her death. The unfortu-
nate incident took place
at Vidyaman Nagar un-
der Byadarahalli police
station limits. The de-
ceased, 23-year-old, was
married to Abhishek (30)
three months ago. On
Thursday, Amulya
hanged herself at his
house. While Amulya
was a resident of Andra-
halli, Abhishek was a res-
ident of Vidyaman Nagar.
Both of them loved each
other as they lived in ad-
jacent areas. The couple
got married three
months ago and blamed
her husband Abhishek’s
family for her death. A
case has been registered
at Byadarahalli police
station.

Social activist
assaulted for standing
up for street vendors

Bengaluru
Bhartiya Seva Samiti
president Hoodi Chinni
(Ramachandra) was
allegedly assaulted
near EPIP Zone High
Gate near Kundalahalli
near Whitefield in Ma-
hadevapura constitu-
ency. The incident took
place when the GBA
was carrying out a
pavement eviction
drive. Bhartiya Seva
Samiti President was
allegedly assaulted by
the building owner
Umashankar for stand-
ing up for the street
vendors and demand-
ing justice. Street ven-
dors staged a sit-in pro-
test against the attack.
ACP Reena Suvarna
visited the spot and
tried to bring the situa-
tion under control.

s———= 136 IndiGo flights cancelled

in 24 hrs at B’luru airport

IndiGo has been hit by flight disruptions over the past few days due to various
factors, including crew shortages, technology-related issues, and airport congestion

© Continued from page 1

India’s largest airline, IndiGo,
cancelled 136 flights at Ben-
galuru’s KIA over two days
due to a compounded effect.

Thousands of passengers
were left stranded after 136
flights operated by IndiGo,
the country’s largest airline,
were cancelled at KIA on
Wednesday and Thursday.

IndiGo has been hit by
flight disruptions over the
past few days due to various
factors, including crew short-
ages following the implemen-
tation of new crew rest and
duty norms, technology-relat-
ed issues, and airport conges-
tion.

According to the sources at
KIA, 63 flights were can-
celled Wednesday, and 41 ar-
rival and 32 departure flights
were cancelled Thursday
morning. The situation was
no different in other parts of

the country as flights were
also cancelled in metropolitan
cities, including Delhi, Mum-
bai, Chennai, Kolkata, and
Hyderabad.

IndiGo acknowledged that
its operations have been “sig-
nificantly disrupted across the
network for the past two days,
and sincerely apologised to
customers for the inconve-
nience.

A multitude of unforeseen
operational challenges, in-
cluding minor technology

glitches, schedule changes
linked to the winter season,
adverse weather conditions,
increased congestion in the
aviation system and the im-
plementation of updated crew
rostering rules, Flight Duty
Time Limitations, had a neg-
ative compounding impact on
our operations in a way that
was not feasible to be antici-
pated. To contain the disrup-
tion and restore stability, we
have initiated calibrated ad-
justments to our schedules,

the airlines said in a press
statement.

These measures will remain
in place for the next 48 hours
and will allow us to normalize
our operations and progres-
sively recover our punctuality
across the network. Our teams
are working around the clock
to ease customer discomfort
and ensure operations stabi-
lize as quickly as possible.
Furthermore, the affected cus-
tomers are being offered alter-
nate travel arrangements to
reach their destinations or re-
funds, as applicable.

Several harried passengers
posted about the delays on so-
cial media, and some said
they were not refunded after
they cancelled their tickets.

Meanwhile, IndiGo re-
quested fliers to check the
latest flight status at https://
www.goindigo.in/check-
flight-status.html before head-
ing to the airport.

Artist uses humor to bridge
generational gaps in new play

BENGALURU

From the rehearsals of
Kaapiz, Crypto and Chaos,
humour is a way to reach out
to a wider audience, accord-
ing to Bengaluru-based the-
atre artiste Shilpa Bansal. In
her new play, Kaapiz, Crypto
and Chaos, she explores the
messy and often hilarious
ways generations try to under-
stand one another. Developed
with Theatre for Change, the
play blends nostalgia with the
present

We keep saying ‘generation
gap’ like it’s some huge
chasm. But what does that ac-
tually mean in everyday life.
shares Shilpa as she wanted to
explore this question without
resorting to moralising. In this
story, the seniors talk about
love letters, waiting at the
postbox, and the joy of slow
communication. Whereas, the
youngsters counter that with
emojis, dating apps, and
breakups that happen on
Snapchat before you even
blink. The point is never to
show who’s right or wrong.
The beauty is in how both
sides are trying to reach each
other from where they stand.
That’s where real connection
happens, she explains.

According to Shilpa, au-
thenticity isn’t about grand
gestures; it’s about the every-
day things that make
people say, ‘Oh, this happens
in my house too. She says,
Every scene is pulled from
the absurd, funny, frustrating
things that happen in all our
homes. She cites examples
that every household can rec-
ognise how the grandparents
are always surprised by how
something can come in 10
minutes.

“Everyone has had that one
moment where you’re ex-
plaining to your parents what
the laughing emoji means, or
why the skull emoji doesn’t
mean someone actually died,
she says. These are shared ex-
periences, that’s why audienc-
es immediately relate. The
emotional pivot of the play is

also rooted in everyday reali-
ty. “A senior citizen falling
for a digital scam is very real.
The cyber world can be
frightening for older people.
That vulnerability is very real,
and showing it honestly helps
build empathy, she adds.
People come to a play car-
rying so much stress, work
pressure, family issues, heart-
break, disappointments. My
job is not to add to that
weight but to make them feel
lighter, believes Shilpa. But
sometimes, when you present
something emotionally heavy
in a serious way, people shut
down. But if you wrap the
same truth in humour, they
absorb it willingly. One might
realise something important
about their own life while
smiling — that’s the power of
comedy, she concludes.

Aryan Khan
faces backlash
for public
misbehavior

BENGALURU

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan Khan
has been accused of misbehav-
ing in public. Aryan Khan was
seen standing on the balcony of
a pub in the presence of the
sons of Ministers and MLAs.
The silence of the police, who
would have immediately regis-
tered a case if ordinary citizens
had behaved like this, has
raised many questions.

Aryan Khan, Minister Za-
meer Ahmad Khan’s son Zaid
Khan and MLA NA Harris
were present at the scene.
Harris had come to the pub
with his son Mohammed
Nalapad. When Aryan pointed
the middle finger, Zaid Khan
and Nalapad also responded
with a smile. There are wide-
spread suspicions as to wheth-
er this political connection is
the reason for the inaction of
the police.

In a metropolis like Benga-
luru, such indecent behaviour
in public should be taken se-
riously. Questions are being
raised in the public sphere as
to how right it is for outsiders
to make fun of the people
here and laugh at it.

Achala’s suicide case: Mayank
absconds after CDR report

BENGALURU

Actress Ashika Ranganath’s
nephew and engineer Achala
committed suicide in Bengal-
uru. The police, who are in-
vestigating the case, have re-
ceived the call details record
(CDR) report of the deceased
Achala.

According to the report,
there were several phone calls
between the deceased Achala
and the accused Mayank.
As soon as the CDR report
reached the hands of the
police, the accused, Mayank,
switched off his phone
and went missing. It is sus-

pected that he is absconding
fearing that the police will
issue a notice and summon
him for questioning. The
police are currently conduct-
ing searches in Hassan and
Bengaluru to trace the
accused.

The police have sent the
FSL of the iPhone used by
Achala to gather more crucial
evidence in the case.
More information and evi-
dence related to the case is
expected to be made available
by retrieving Achala’s
WhatsApp data. The police
are trying to crack various as-
pects of the case.

Kannada Book Authority offers
incentive for young writers’

BENGALURU

The Kannada Book Authority
has invited applications for
providing incentives to pub-
lish the debut works of young
writers for the year 2025-26.
An incentive of Rs. 15,000
will be given for the publica-
tion of selected works. Appli-
cants should be between the
age group of 18 to 40 years.
They should submit a self-de-
clared application form along
with a copy of their SSLC
certificate or a copy of their
official, attested birth certifi-
cate. They should also
self-declare that the work be-

| DREAMSHATTERED

ing submitted is their first
work and has not been pub-
lished anywhere.

The manuscript submitted
for selection should be at least
60 pages in 1/8 demmy size
when DTP is done. Except for
translation, textbook and other
research papers prepared for
degree/postgraduate degree, the
manuscript should be related to
Kannada literary genres such as
story, novel, poetry, drama, crit-
ical article, essay etc. The text
of the work should not contain
any matter that is offensive to
any religion, god, caste, com-
munity, profession, community,
language, practice, custom, etc.

Karnataka plahs big
push for electronics
manufacturing

BENGALURU

Large and Medium Indus-
tries Minister M. B. Patil on
Thursday directed officials
to prepare a vision docu-
ment aimed at boosting mo-
bile and electronic product
manufacturing and design
in the State, with the goal
of attracting investments of
USD 150 billion in the fu-
ture years.

At his Vidhana Soudha
office, Patil held extensive
discussions with a high-lev-
el delegation led by Pankaj
Mohindroo, Chairman of
the India Cellular and Elec-
tronics Association (ICEA).

Speaking after the meet-
ing, the Minister noted that
the Union Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT had an-
nounced an electronics
components manufacturing
scheme in April this year.
The State Government is
exploring the possibility of
introducing a parallel
scheme and is currently
studying its feasibility. The
proposal is still in the draft
stage, and we welcome
suggestions from ICEA, he
said.

Patil added that Karnata-
ka has significant potential
not only in mobile-phone
components but also in in-
dustrial and strategic elec-

Minister MB Patil in-
formed that, until No-
vember this year, the

Union Government
has cleared 17 invest-
ment proposals worth

Rs 7172 crore. These
projects are expected
to create 11,800 direct

jobs and generate
products valued at
over Rs 65,000 crore.

tronics. Officials have been
instructed to study the
Union Government’s
scheme along with similar
policies implemented by
other States.

Pankaj Mohindroo said
the Union scheme prioritis-
es sub-assemblies such as
displays and camera mod-
ules, bare components, and
essential manufacturing
equipment. He added that
the programme offers per-
formance-linked incentives
and up to 25 percent capital
subsidy. The Centre has
earmarked 322,900 crore
for the scheme, he said.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Industries Depart-
ment Principal Secretary S.
Selvakumar, Industries
Commissioner Gunjan
Krishna, and other senior
officials.

Beedi demand increased in
Parappana Agrahara jail: SP

BENGALURU

Give me a beedi, give me just
one beedi, these words are
now common in the Parappa-
na Agrahara Central Jail. In
Parappana Agrahara Jail, un-
der the leadership of Superin-
tendent of Police Anshu Ku-
mar, illegal activities have
been put to a standstill.

In the wake of the illegal
activities taking place inside
the jail, the new SP Anshu
Kumar has taken strict action.
The transportation of all kinds
of illicit items including bidis,
ganja, cigarettes, mobiles, li-
quor and other items inside
the jail has been completely
stopped. The SP has succeed-
ed in shutting down all ave-
nues of irregularities.

Thus, the prisoners who
were addicted to these addic-
tions are now in dire straits.

i

They beg the staff to
give them cigarettes and
beedis to satisfy their daily
addictions.

Meanwhile, SP Anshu Ku-
mar has also curbed another
illegal racket inside the jail.
ISIS terrorist Shakeel Ha-
meed Manna was running a
chicken and mutton sha-
warma business inside the
jail. In the evening, he used to
sell chicken and mutton sha-
warma to other inmates at
double the price.

Shakeel allegedly used to
get food items from outside in
connivance with jail officials
for this business. He used to
give a share of the profits
from the sale of Shawarma to
the jail authorities. However,
due to the strict action of SP
Anshu Kumar, the terror rack-
et has been completely
stopped.

—— [

A ‘dream house’ became trap for 45-year—old software professional

BENGALURU

The relentless pressure of a
neighbourhood dispute, a
looming civic notice, and a Rs
20-lakh demand he said he
could not meet, a combination
that pushed a 45-year-old te-
chie to end his life inside the
very house he was trying to
build.Hours before his sched-
uled appearance before Great-
er Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) officials, Murali Gov-
indaraju was found hanging
on the second floor of his un-
der-construction home in Nal-

lurahalli on Wednesday morn-
ing, leaving behind a 10-page
death note accusing a neigh-
bouring family and civic offi-
cials of driving him to sui-
cide.

Murali, a software
employee at ITPL
and father of two mi-
nor girls, lived in
Brookbond Layout,
Whitefield. Police
have arrested his
neighbours Shashi Nambiar
(64) and Usha (57) on charges
of abetment and are searching
for their son, Varun. The cou-

ple has been sent to 14-day
judicial custody.

According to police, the
contents of Murali’s lengthy
death note mirror the allega-
=9 tions in a criminal
complaint filed by his
mother, Lakshmi
Govindaraju (61). She
stated that her son
had been harassed,
tortured and repeated-
ly threatened by the
Nambiars, who allegedly de-
manded Rs 20 lakh to stop
accusing him of plan

She said Murali told her that

Wednesday was the deadhne
the couple had set.Murali had
bought the 40x60 sqft plot in
2018 from a close relative of
the Nambiars. The relationship
soured soon after construction
began, with Usha and Shashi
repeatedly accusing him of de-

viation from the approved plan.
Lakshmi alleged that when
Murali refused to pay, Usha
lodged complaints with BBMP
officials, prompting them to
visit the site frequently and ha-
rass him.On Wednesday morn-
ing, Murali left home around
6am, telling his family he was
under pressure and that Usha
and Shashi were torturing him.

He went to the under-con-
struction house and killed him-
self.Police have booked the
couple under Sections 108
(abetment of suicide) and 308
(extortion) of the Bharatiya

Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). A senior
officer said preliminary inqui-
ries show the Nambiars had
filed multiple complaints since
2018, making Murali “run
around BBMP offices, the po-
lice station, and local
courts.”GBA officials con-
firmed they had issued Murali
a notice asking him to appear
before them on Wednesday.
“Usha approached BBMP al-
leging violations. After a spot
inspection, BBMP issued a no-
tice,” the officer said.

“The couple allegedly de-
manded Rs 20 lakh to stop

harassing him.”Police said
several locals have now come
forward alleging that the
Nambiars regularly filed com-
plaints to extort money under
the pretext of activism. “People
in the area say many homes
have faced similar harassment,”
the officer said. “We request all
affected residents to file com-
plaints.”The friction between
Murali and the Nambiars began
soon after he purchased the
land in 2018 — a conflict that,
according to investigators, es-
calated over the years and end-
ed with a devastating outcome.
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Gadag to hold
Ambedkar |
Mahaparinirvana Puja

Gadag
Gadag will celebrate the
69th Mahaparinirvana of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on De-
cember 6 at 10 amin the
District Administration
Building auditorium. The
program honors the archi-
tect of India’s Constitu-
tion and invites people’s
representatives, district
and taluk officials, leaders
from Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, back-
ward classes, minority
communities, eminent
personalities, and office
bearers of organizations
to participate. The Deputy
Director of the Social
Welfare Department, Dr.
Nanda Hanabaratti, em-
phasized the importance
of widespread attend-
ance to pay tribute to Dr.
Ambedkar’s legacy and
contributions toward so-
cial justice, equality, and
empowerment.

Applications open for
Kittur Rani
Chennamma Award

Koppal
The Department of
Women and Child Devel-
opment is inviting appli-
cations for the Kittur Rani
Chennamma Award for
2025-26. The award
honors women and or-
ganizations contributing
to women’s development
and recognizes achieve-
ments in sports, art, liter-
ature, education, and
acts of courage that
safeguard livelihoods. Eli-
gible individuals and
groups can submit appli-
cations by December 24,
detailing accomplish-
ments. The awards are
presented annually on In-
ternational Women’s Day
to highlight women’s role
in society and encourage
their contributions. For
assistance, applicants
can contact the Deputy
Director’s Office at the
District Administration
Building in Koppal.

JCBs demolish houses
after court verdict

Years ago, Sikandar sold land he didn’'t own, leading families
to spend savings on homes on Rama Rao Sabanis’ property

HUBBALLI

The calm of Udayanagar in
Hubbealli broke early today as
loud JCB machines moved in
and brought down 47 houses
built on disputed land. The
demolition followed a clear
Supreme Court order, ending
a long legal fight and leaving
several families suddenly
homeless. Many residents
said they had trusted the seller
without checking the original
documents and now feel com-
pletely cheated.

The problem began years
ago when a man named
Sikandar sold plots to several
families at low prices. He al-
legedly claimed that the land
belonged to him, and many
buyers believed him because
the offer seemed affordable.

s N

These families spent their
savings to build small homes,
hoping to settle peacefully.
However, the land actually
belonged to Rama Rao Saban-
is, the original owner.

When Rama Rao learned
that houses had been con-
structed on his property, he
informed the residents and
asked them to vacate the land.
The families refused, saying
they had purchased the sites
believing the documents were
genuine. With no agreement

reached, Rama Rao ap-
proached the court for justice.

After a long hearing, the
Supreme Court ruled in favor
of Rama Rao, confirming that
the land belonged to him. Fol-
lowing the verdict, officials
carried out the eviction with
tight police security to avoid
any untoward incidents. Many
residents were seen gathering
their belongings in hurry and
expressing shock over the
sudden action.

The demolition has sparked
discussions in the area about
land fraud and the need for
proper verification before
buying property. Several fam-
ilies are now on the streets,
unsure of their next steps, and
hoping the government will
offer temporary help as they
rebuild their lives.

The RPF’s “Meri Saheli Abhiyan” ensures safety for solo female
passengers, monitoring 32 trains and collecting feedback

Railway Protection Force rescues
children, ensures safe travel

HUBBALLI

The Railway Protection Force
(RPF) of South Western Rail-
way has once again shown its
commitment to passenger
safety by rescuing 41 children
in November and reuniting
them with their families.

Under the “Nanhe Farishte”
(Little Angels) operation, 34
boys and 7 girls, separated
from their families for various
reasons, were rescued and
handed over to NGOs and po-
lice authorities. In addition,
six elderly people, including
four men and two women,
were assisted and placed un-
der proper care.

The RPF is also running the
“Meri Saheli Abhiyan,” a
women-centric campaign
aimed at ensuring the safety
of female passengers travel-

ling alone. Seat and berth de-
tails are monitored, and feed-
back is collected at the end of
journeys. Currently, 32 trains
across the region are covered
under this initiative.

To prevent ticket scams, the
RPF conducted checks at
travel agencies across Karna-
taka and Goa. Fourteen of-
fenders were arrested, 22 tick-
ets worth Rs. 30,636 and 130
expired tickets valued at Rs.
1,73,223 were seized, ensur-
ing fair ticket availability.

Under its Satark and Narco
operations, the RPF also
seized 384 bottles of liquor
and 63.966 kg of ganja worth
over Rs. 30 lakh, arresting
three criminals and handing
the cases to the respective au-
thorities.

In addition, lost passenger
items worth Rs. 15,18,107,

including laptops, mobiles,
and jewellery, were recovered
and returned. Seven suspected
pickpockets were arrested
during “Yatri Suraksha” oper-
ations, and 90-95 RPF per-
sonnel escorted 30-35 ex-
press and special trains daily
to maintain safety.

The force also registered 11
cases under the Railway Prop-
erty (Unauthorised Posses-
sion) Act, 1966, recovering
stolen railway property worth
Rs. 1,16,099 and arresting
eight offenders, according to
Dr. Manjunath Kanamadi,
Chief Public Relations Officer
of South Western Railway.

Through these efforts, the
RPF continues to ensure that
passengers travel safely, while
protecting children, women,
and the public from crime
across the railway network.
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A month-long Vishwa Basava
Dharma Pravachana conclud-
ed at Basaveshwara Nagar
Government Primary School
on Gokul Road, organized by
Basava Kendra from Novem-
ber 15 to December 7, 2025.
The discourse was delivered
by Param Pujya Siddha Basa-
va Deva of Sri Jagaddur
Shunyasampadana Peectha,
Hunasakhova Math, Ya-
makanamaradi, Belagavi dis-
trict.

On behalf of the Horakeri
Mastara Education Founda-
tion, Ranichannamma Envi-
ronmental Service Commit-
tee, and Basava Environmen-
tal Conservation Committee,
the spiritual leader was hon-
ored with shawls, scriptures,
garlands, fruits, and flowers.
He received respectful hom-
age and blessings from the
gathered devotees.

Prominent attendees includ-
ed former North West Karna-
taka Road Transport Corpora-
tion President Sadananda
Dangavara, Basava Environ-
ment Protection Committee
President Prof. S.V. Patta-
nashetty, Ranichannamma
Environment Service Com-
mittee President Prof. S.M.
Satmara, Basava Kendra Pres-

——
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Month-long Basava discourse
held in Hubballi schools

HUBBALLI

ident Prof. G.B. Hallal, secre-
taries, vice presidents, trust-
ees, librarians, and other com-
munity leaders.

Originally from Hukkeri
Boragalla village in Belagavi,
Siddha Basava Deva received
his primary education locally
and higher studies in Dhar-
wad. He spent four years
preaching at Basava Bhavan
in Hebbal village, Hukkeri
taluk, initiating more than
12,000 linga devotees and
25,000 rudrakshi followers,
creating a significant religious
movement.

During the sermons, dona-
tions received from devotees
were used to support higher
education for 50 students. The
spiritual leader is also actively
engaged in providing food,
education, and shelter to 23
orphans and underprivileged
children. His teachings em-
phasize righteous living,
strong discipline, and reli-
gious principles, inspiring
devotees across the region.

With his leadership quali-
ties and dedication, Siddha
Basava Deva has been recog-
nized by the followers of Ya-
makkanamaradi as worthy of
being the 21st Jagadguru of
Sri Jagaddur Shunyasampad-
ana Hunasakhova Math.

Application period extended
for Christian Community loans

KOPPAL

The Karnataka Christian
Community Development
Corporation (KCCDC) has
extended the application sub-
mission deadline for 2025-26
loan schemes to December
15. The programs aim to pro-
vide financial support to
Christian community mem-
bers for education, entrepre-
neurship, and farming.

Under the Arivu Loan
Scheme, students appearing
for FRESH CET or NEET can
avail loans between 350,000
and X5 lakh. Foreign educa-
tion aspirants can get loans up
to %20 lakh.

The Swavalambi Sarathi
Subsidy Scheme offers
375,000 to %3 lakh for pur-
chasing taxis, goods vehicles,
and autorickshaws. Shram-
shakti Loan and Subsidy
Scheme provides 350,000
(%25,000 loan + %25,000 sub-
sidy) to start or expand small

businesses. A special version
targets widows, divorced, and
unmarried women for eco-
nomic empowerment.

The Vrvyti Protsaka
Scheme gives X1 lakh
(50,000 loan + 50,000 sub-
sidy) for small businesses,
retail trade, and vehicle repair
services. The Ganga Kalyan
Yojana provides 33—4 lakh
subsidy for borewell drilling,
pump sets, and electricity
connections for farmers own-
ing 1.2 to 5 acres of land.

Through the Business En-
terprise Direct Loan Scheme,
entrepreneurs can access
loans up to 320 lakh. Women
self-help groups can receive
50% subsidy up to 2 lakh for
self-employment projects.

Applications must be sub-
mitted online at http://kccd-
clonline. karnataka.gov.in by
December 15. For details,
applicants may contact the
District Manager at 08539-
225008.

procurement centers for farmers

HAVERI

The district administration of
Haveri has opened seven
maize procurement centers to
help farmers sell their pro-
duce at the government-set
support price. Each farmer
can sell 12 to 20 quintals of
maize at Rs. 2,400 per quin-
tal, according to officials.
The procurement centers
have been set up in key loca-
tions, including the primary
agricultural cooperative soci-
eties of Havanur, Gutthal, Be-
lavigi, and Negalu in Haveri
taluk, and in Kamadoda,
Karura, and Itagi villages in
Ranebennur taluk. Registra-
tion for farmers began today,
December 4, with Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Vijaya Ma-
hantesh urging farmers to
make use of the centers.
“Each farmer can sell 12 to
20 quintals of maize per acre
at the support price. These
centers are part of the govern-
ment’s plan to ensure fair

Procurement centers
opened in key Haveri
and Ranebennur taluk
villages, with farmer
registration starting
December 4; Deputy
Commissioner Dr.
Vijaya Mahantesh
urged farmers to
participate

prices for the farmers’ hard
work,” said Dr. Mahantesh.
However, some farmers re-
main dissatisfied with the ar-
rangement. On Wednesday
evening, the district adminis-
tration held a meeting with
farmer leaders, including the
Deputy Commissioner and
Haveri SP Yashoda Vantago-
di, to resolve disputes over
the maize purchase. Farmers
demanded that at least 100
quintals of maize be pur-
chased from each farmer and
that the price be increased to

Rs. 3,000 per quintal, com-
bining the central govern-
ment’s Rs. 2,400 and an addi-
tional Rs. 600 from the state
government.

The meeting failed to meet
all demands, and farmers
warned that they may protest
by blocking National High-
way 48 on December 8. They
also called for a procurement
center in every taluk to make
maize sales easier and more
accessible.

District officials said they
will continue dialogue with
farmers and stressed that the
seven centers are ready to be-
gin operations immediately.
Farmers have been asked to
register their produce and co-
operate with the authorities to
ensure smooth procurement.

With maize harvest season
in full swing, the centers are
expected to provide timely
support to farmers, though
discussions over price and
quantity are likely to continue
in the coming days.

Nargund
Municipality
orders stray dog
control

GADAG

Nargund Municipality has di-
rected all private and govern-
ment schools, hospitals, sports
complexes, bus stands, and rail-
way stations to count stray dogs
on their premises and report the
numbers to the Chief Officer.
Following Supreme Court or-
ders in Suo Motu Writ Petition
No. 5/2025, institutions must
appoint a nodal officer to assist
in relocating stray dogs and pre-
venting their entry. Organiza-
tions allowing dogs to remain
on-site may bear relocation
costs, and legal action will fol-
low for non-compliance. The
municipality urged timely coop-
eration to ensure safety and ad-
herence to court directives, ac-
cording to an official statement.

Gadag Taluk members take
charge of Panchayats

GADAG

In an effort to improve the
management of guarantee
schemes, the Gadag Taluk
Committee of the Karnataka
State Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Authority has
assigned taluk-level members
to oversee various Gram Pan-
chayats.

Taluka Chairman Ashok
Mandali shared that this move
aims to ensure smooth and
effective implementation of
guarantee schemes across the
taluk. Under the new arrange-
ment, specific members will
be responsible for different
Gram Panchayats and wards.

Ashok Mandali himself will
supervise the Gram Pancha-
yats in Rona and Naragund
Assembly constituencies.
Krishnagowda H Patil will
manage the Hulakoti and Kur-

takoti Panchayats. Shambhu S
Kale has been entrusted with
Wards 1, 2, 15, 16, and 21,
while Smt. Meenakshi
Benakannavar will look after
Wards 27, 28, and 29. Mrs.
Savitri Hoogara will be in
charge of Wards 24, 31, 32,
and 35.

The officials are expected
to coordinate directly with lo-
cal residents and Panchayat
staff to address concerns,
monitor progress, and ensure
that the benefits of the
schemes reach those who
need them most. Residents
can contact the officials
through their respective mo-
bile numbers for any
scheme-related queries or as-
sistance. This step reflects the
taluk administration’s com-
mitment to strengthening lo-
cal governance and better
serving the people.

Koppal doctors return % 16,000 taken illegally

KOPPAL

Koppal residents were
shocked after it was revealed
that doctors at a private hos-
pital had taken money from a
patient under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme, which is sup-
posed to provide free treat-
ment to eligible people. The
case came to light when Lali-
ta, an ASHA worker from
Gangavathi, realized she had
been charged Rs 16,000 for
kidney stone surgery she un-

derwent in September 2024.

Lalita had visited Mallikar-
juna Multispeciality Hospital
because the local government
hospital lacked specialists.
She was charged Rs 5,000
during registration, Rs 6,000
for medicines, and another Rs
5,000 as the final bill. At no
point did the hospital issue
proper receipts.

After returning home, Lali-
ta received a message from
the health department stating
that her surgery should have

been fully covered by the
government.

She immediately tried to
resolve the issue but faced re-
sistance from hospital staff
who denied taking the money.
Lalita persisted for over a
year, repeatedly approaching
the authorities. Finally, under
the direction of District Col-
lector Suresh Hitnal, the hos-
pital admitted its mistake and
returned the full Rs 16,000 to
Lalita on November 28, 2025,
through a cheque.

Basava Agriculture Award honors organic farming excellence

DHARWAD

Malleshappa Bisirotti, an or-
ganic farmer from Hiregujala,
was presented with the presti-
gious Basava Krishi Award in
a ceremony organized by the
Karnataka Vidyavardhaka
Sangha, commemorating the
contributions of the late farm-
er Di. Basappa Shankreppa of
Amminabavi village. Senior
legal expert K.B. Nava-
lagimath praised Di. Basappa
Sahadmani as a disciplined
and outstanding farmer whose
achievements and progressive
agricultural practices left a
lasting impression despite
limited formal education.
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Speaking at the event,
awardee Malleshappa Bisirot-
ti emphasized the importance
of cow dung in agriculture.
He explained that cow dung
not only provides essential
nutrients but also retains

moisture in the soil, boosting
crop yields. “For the last 20
years, we have relied solely
on cow dung for cultivation
and achieved remarkable re-
sults. Farmers across the
country should recognize its

value and use it abundantly,”
he said.

The event also honored Ri-
shi Krishna Bongale, a rural
talent from Amminabavi who
passed the National Defence
Academy (NDA) 2025 exam-
ination conducted by the
Union Public Service Com-
mission.

Philanthropist and lawyer
Sadananda Vadhamani, along
with Kaviva Sangha working
president Basavaprabhu Ho-
sakeri, spoke at the program,
appreciating the efforts of
farmers and the youth.

The ceremony saw the pres-
ence of prominent community
leaders and farmers, including

Lawyer Shivananda Bhavikat-
ti, Guru Hiremath, Dr. Dhan-
wantha Hajavagol, Basavan-
neppa Navalgund, and many
others, along with farmer
women from Amminabavi.
Shankar Halagatti, General
Secretary of the Poet’s Asso-
ciation, welcomed the gather-
ing, while Dr. Shailaja Amar-
shetty compered the event and
Veeranna Oddee proposed the
vote of thanks.

The program highlighted
the significance of organic
farming, the role of tradition-
al knowledge, and the dedica-
tion of rural farmers in sus-
taining agriculture while in-
spiring younger generations.
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Yelaburgato
mark Ambedkar
Parinirvana Day

Koppal
Yelaburga Taluk Admin-
istration will celebrate
the 69th Maha Parinir-
vana Day of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, the architect
of India’s Constitution,
on December 6 at 9:30
am. The event will begin
with garlanding Dr.
Ambedkar’s statue at
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Circle
in Yelaburga town. The
Tahsildar and National
Festival Celebration
Committee Chairman
urged local representa-
tives, association lead-
ers, officials, media per-
sonnel, and citizens to
join the program. The
observance honors Dr.
Ambedkar’s contribu-
tions to social justice,
equality, and na-
tion-building, encourag-
ing participation from
all community mem-
bers in this respectful
tribute.

Karnataka Sports
Awards applications
openonline

Koppal
The Youth Empower-
ment and Sports De-
partment has invited
applications for various
sports awards for 2024
through the Seva Sind-
hu portal. Awards in-
clude the Ekalavya
Award, Lifetime
Achievement Award,
Karnataka Sports Rat-
na, Sports Patron
Award, Goal: Olympic
Medal, Cash Award for
2023-24 achievements,
and Sports Scholar-
ships. Interested ath-
letes must apply online
at Seva Sindhu by De-
cember 10. The Assis-
tant Director of the de-
partment said appli-
cants can also contact
the office during work-
ing hours for more de-
tails. This initiative en-
courages athletes to
participate and gain
recognition for their
achievements in sports
at the state level.

Zilla Panchayat
launches e-Asset
helpline

Koppal
The Zilla Panchayat has
launched a helpline to
assist the public with the
new version of e-Asset
technology. Panchayat
Development Officers
(PDQOs) have been as-
signed to provide guid-
ance and answer que-
ries. Prashant Hiremath,
Ramesh Thimmareddy,
Shamsher Ali, and Abdul
Gafar will attend the Zil-
la Panchayat Office on
designated dates in De-
cember from9amto 6
pm. Citizens can call the
helpline at 0853-
9221207 during office
hours, 10 am to 5:30 pm,
except on weekends and
holidays. The initiative
aims to ensure smooth
adoption of e-Asset
technology and prompt
public support.

Rahul Jarkiholi
becomes Belagavi Apex
Bank representative

MLA Jarkiholi confirmed Rahul’s five-year role linking
Belagavi DCC Bank with Bengaluru’s influential Apex Bank

BELAGAVI

In a surprising turn of events
in district politics, Rahul
Jarkiholi, son of Satish Jarki-
holi, has been chosen as the
new Apex Bank representa-
tive from Belagavi DCC
Bank. This decision has
dashed the hopes of former
Deputy Chief Minister Lax-
man Savadi, who was aiming
to secure the position for an-
other term.

The selection was con-
firmed by Arabhavi MLA
Balachandra Jarkiholi, who
played a key role in the deci-
sion. Rahul will now serve as
a link between the Belagavi
DCC Bank and Bengaluru’s
Apex Bank for the next five
years. This role is considered
highly prestigious, as Apex
Bank representatives have a

strong influence on district
banking affairs and contribute
to selecting the Apex Bank
President.

Speaking to the media,
MLA Balachandra Jarkiholi
said, “Every five years, a rep-
resentative is sent from the
DCC Bank to Apex Bank. Af-
ter discussions with the DCC
Bank chairman and district
in-charge minister, we select-
ed Rahul. He will work to
strengthen the connection be-
tween the DCC Bank and
government facilities. This
will benefit both the bank and
the local community.”

Rahul Jarkiholi, addressing
the press for the first time af-
ter his selection, expressed
gratitude and a sense of re-
sponsibility. “I thank the pres-
ident, vice president, and all
the directors who elected me.

This is my first step into the
cooperative sector. I will take
expert advice and work sin-
cerely to bring government
schemes and facilities to Be-
lagavi DCC Bank,” he said.

The Jarkiholi family’s in-
fluence in Belagavi politics
remains strong, as this move
marks another significant
achievement for them in the
cooperative sector. Mean-
while, the Kuruba community
and other local groups await
further developments regard-
ing future leadership deci-
sions at the bank.

With Rahul now in the role,
political observers say this
could reshape district politics
and banking priorities in the
coming years, highlighting
the continuing power and
reach of the Jarkiholi family
in Belagavi.

Panchamasali Peeth
declares December 10
as Anti-Atrocities Day

CHIKKODI

Jagadguru Basava Jaya
Mrutyunjaya Swamiji of the
Panchamasali Peeth has an-
nounced that December 10
will be observed as An-
ti-Atrocities Day. The day
will mark a protest against the
attack on Panchamasali com-
munity members who peace-
fully demanded 2A reserva-
tion in the last government
session.

Speaking in Chikkodi town,
Swamiji said, “We were
peacefully protesting in front
of Belgaum Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha when the government,
with the help of the police,
attacked us illegally. Thou-
sands of community mem-
bers, including lawyers,
MLAs, farmers, and laborers,
participated. This attack was
a huge insult to the entire Lin-
gayat community.”

He added that despite their
demand for police action and
an official apology, the gov-
ernment took no steps. “That
is why we will observe De-
cember 10 as a day to remem-
ber these atrocities. The Pan-
chamasali community will
hold a silent procession from
Gandhi Bhavan in Belgaum.
Participants will wear black
bands on their hands and
mouths to show solidarity and
send a message that such inci-
dents must not happen,” Swa-
miji said.

Swamiji also criticized
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s earlier remarks, stat-
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CHANGE OF NAME gl CHANGE OF NAME

I,SNEHA
KALLAKKANAVAR
(Old name) address:
NEAR PLD BANK AT
MADAKIHONNILLI
DIST DHARWAD.
Has changed my name:
SNEHA RAMALINGAPPA
KALLAKKANAVAR
(New name) for all
purposes. Vide Affidavit
dated: 03/12/2025

before notary public Hubli.

|, BASAVARAJ MAKALI
(Old name) address:
ANEGUNDI PLOT
AT POST NAVALGUND.
Has changed my name
BASAVARAJ
BALAVANTAPPA
MAKALI (New name)
for all purposes.
Vide Affidavit dated:
02/12/2025 before
notary public Hubli.

ing that reservation requests
were denied as “anti-constitu-
tional.” He emphasized, “We
will continue our struggle in
every taluk until the govern-
ment calls us for talks. We
will not approach them again
for reservation until the CM
himself invites us.”

The Swamiji urged social
partners and community
members across the country
to join the Gandhi Bhavan
event at 10 am on December
10. “We call on legislators,
activists, and all who care
about justice to stand togeth-
er. The goal is to ensure fair-
ness and respect for our com-
munity,” he said.

The announcement has
sparked widespread attention
in Belagavi, highlighting on-
going tensions over reserva-
tion policies and the Pan-
chamasali community’s deter-
mination to continue their
peaceful fight for justice.

BJP plans
massive farmer
protest in
Belagavi

BELAGAVI

The BJP will hold a large pro-
test on December 9 in Belaga-
vi, demanding solutions for
farmers’ issues and develop-
ment in North Karnataka.
Arabhavi MLA Balachandra
Jarkiholi said around 20,000
farmers are expected to partic-
ipate under the leadership of
State President Vijayendra and
Opposition Leader R. Ashok.
Speaking at a press conference
after the Belagavi district core
committee meeting, Jarkiholi
criticized the state government
for delaying irrigation projects
and withholding funds. He
highlighted pending milk in-
centives of X600 crore and the
slow release of funds for proj-
ects approved during Bom-
mai’s tenure.

Legislative Council Oppo-
sition Chief Whip N. Raviku-
mar demanded immediate
opening of procurement cen-
ters for maize, cotton, urad,
and togari pulses at Gram
Panchayat level. He also
called for compensation of
325,000 per acre for farmers
in Raichur, Bellary, Vi-
jayanagar, and Koppal, where
water from Tungabhadra is
being released to Andhra
Pradesh, affecting second
crops. Former MLA P. Rajeev
stressed that farmers’ issues
and North Karnataka concerns
should be raised on the open-
ing day of the session. He crit-
icized the government’s han-
dling of maize procurement,
citing that only five quintals
are bought per farmer.

State launches ‘Door-to-Door
Police’ service initiative

GADAG

In a bid to make policing
more people-friendly, the
Karnataka government has
launched the “Mane Mane Ge
Police” initiative, aimed at
transforming the traditional
reactive police system into a
proactive, community-fo-
cused model. The program
seeks to strengthen the bond
between the police and citi-
zens while addressing modern
challenges such as cyber-
crime, crimes against women
and children, and drug abuse.

Under this initiative, police
personnel will visit homes di-
rectly, raising awareness
about laws, listening to com-
plaints, and providing timely
solutions. By engaging with
the public at the local level,
the department hopes to pre-
vent suspicious activities,
build trust, and promote a
sense of safety in communi-
ties. The program also empha-
sizes the use of modern tech-
nology to improve efficiency
and service delivery.

|

The “door-to-door police”
approach aims to make offi-
cers approachable, encourag-
ing citizens to see them as
friends rather than figures of
fear. By involving the public,
it hopes to instill a positive
attitude toward law enforce-
ment while fostering respon-
sibility-sharing between citi-
zens and police. The initiative
also targets youth, guiding
them toward productive activ-
ities and away from negative
influences such as drug use.

In addition, the department
plans legal awareness pro-
grams in schools and col-

The initiative involves
police visiting homes
to raise legal
awareness, address
complaints, prevent
crime, build trust,
ensure community
safety, and enhance
efficiency through
modern technology

leges, workshops on women’s
safety, and community meet-
ings to educate citizens about
crime prevention and civic
responsibilities.

Officials said the program
will help communities antic-
ipate problems, respond
quickly during emergencies,
and ensure peace and order
with active citizen participa-
tion. Through “Mane Mane
Ge Police,” Karnataka aims
to create a safer, law-con-
scious society where citizens
and police work together to
prevent crime and maintain
harmony.

Farmers plan a “Belagavi Chalo” protest on
December 29, urging the government to buy
remaining maize stock immediately

Davanagere farmers
plan Belagavi
protest over maize

DAVANAGERE

Farmers in Davanagere are up
in arms as the state govern-
ment has yet to start a maize
procurement center in the dis-
trict, despite repeated de-
mands. Davanagere, a major
maize-growing area, produces
around six lakh metric tons of
maize annually, but farmers
are struggling to get fair pric-
es. Market rates for maize
have fallen to Rs 1,700-1,800
per quintal, while the Centre’s
minimum support price is Rs
2,400. Farmers are urging the
state to add Rs 600 per quin-
tal, effectively ensuring Rs
3,000 per quintal.

District Collector Dr. Gan-
gadhar Swami said only
grain-based distilleries in
neighboring districts of
Haveri, Belagavi, and
Bagalkot are permitted to pur-
chase maize.

The single ethanol factory
in Davanagere has completed
its three-month purchase peri-
od, but officials are trying to
negotiate further purchases

for local farmers. Meanwhile,
KMF has agreed to procure
25 quintals per farmer, start-
ing near Shikaripura, Honnali,
and Nyamathi.

The delay in procurement
has led farmers’ groups to or-
ganize a “Belagavi Chalo”
protest on December 29.
Gummanur Basavaraj, presi-
dent of the Green Army Dis-
trict and State Farmers’ Asso-
ciation, said more than a thou-
sand farmers will participate
during the state assembly
session. He criticized the gov-
ernment for purchasing only a
small portion of the total
maize produced, stressing that
the remaining stock should be
bought immediately to pre-
vent further losses.

Farmers warn that without
timely government action,
debt and distress will rise,
leaving maize growers strug-
gling despite the district’s sig-
nificant production. The pro-
test reflects growing frustra-
tion among farmers over pro-
curement delays and declin-
ing market prices.

High alert for
Belagavi session
after Delhi blast

BELAGAVI

Following the November 10
bomb blast near Delhi’s Red
Fort, high alert has been de-
clared across the country, im-
pacting the upcoming winter
session at Suvarna Vidhan
Soudha in Belagavi. Security
has been tightened with more
measures than in previous years
to ensure the safety of officials,
MLASs, and visitors.

City Police Commissioner
Bhushan Borase said a 3 km
security radius under Section
163 has been imposed around
the Soudha. Over 6,000 police
personnel, including 16 officers
with six IPS officers, will be
deployed. Dog squads, bomb
detection teams, and 11 drones
will assist in maintaining secu-
rity. Temporary accommoda-
tions, including a German tent
city at Shindolli village, have
been arranged for 2,500 offi-
cers, with warm blankets, hot
water, and other facilities to
counter the cold.

Since 2012, 27 cases of vio-
lence have been reported during
previous sessions, and 47 pro-
test applications have been re-
ceived this year. Police will
monitor gatherings closely and
restrict large protests to main-
tain order. Measures have also
been planned to prevent traffic
disruptions on the national high-
way near the Soudha, which
sees over 16,000 vehicles daily.

MLA Kashapanavara challenges former MLA

BAGALKOTE

MLA Vijayananda Kashapa-
navara has openly challenged
former MLA Dodna Gowda
Patil for a public debate,
promising to expose alleged
irregularities during Dodna
Gowda’s tenure with support-
ing documents. Speaking to
the media at his Ilakal town
office, Kashapanavara said,
“If former MLA Doddana-
gouda comes forward for an
open discussion on the illegal
activities and extortion that
happened during his tenure, I

will provide proof with docu-
ments.” Addressing state pol-
itics, he launched a sharp at-
tack on opposition leaders,
ridiculing BJP claims of a
potential early election. “This
is all a daydream. There is no
unity in their party. Yed-
dyurappa and others are at
odds, and there are too many
rebels among them,” he said.

On the Nati Koli negotia-
tion issue, the MLA expressed
confidence, asserting, “Noth-
ing will happen to us. This
government cannot affect us
for the next five years. We

will have our own CM and
administration and aim to re-
turn to power in 2028.”

Regarding the Chief Minis-
ter change speculation, he
clarified, “Only our superi-
ors—Rahul Gandhi, Kharge,
and Sonia Gandhi—can think
and decide on this. We have
been instructed not to discuss
it with the media.”

Kashapanavara also dis-
cussed the upcoming cabinet
expansion, noting that he sub-
mitted a petition to the CM
and DCM advocating for de-
serving candidates.

) ‘I. ||

Govemment plans schools upgmde in Koppal villages

KOPPAL

The government will prepare
a detailed plan in the next
budget to improve basic facil-
ities in government schools
under Bevinahalli Gram Pan-
chayat, assured Gram Pancha-
yat Development Officer
Geetha on Thursday.
Speaking at the Gram
Sabha on Children’s Rights
held at Government Higher
Primary School in Shahapura,
Geetha said the plan would
cover phased provision of es-
sential facilities. These in-
clude playgrounds, com-
pounds, electricity, drinking

water, toilets, computer re-
pairs, painting of school
buildings, and other infra-
structure improvements in
schools across Bevinahalli,
Lingadahalli, and Shahapura
villages.

During the event, children

from all three villages pre-
sented grievances and re-
quests from their schools to
the Gram Panchayat. Geetha
interacted with the students
and assured them that their
concerns would be addressed
promptly and systematically.

The joint meeting focused
on children’s rights, social
audits, and comprehensive
education. Gram Panchayat
member Halappa Thota pre-
sided over the session, em-
phasizing the importance of
involving children in school
development discussions.

Several officials and com-
munity representatives at-
tended the meeting, includ-
ing School Reform Commit-
tee President Hullesh Sindo-
gi, Koppal T.P.M. Social
Audit Coordinator Eranna
Salamani, Reeds Institute’s
Manjunath, District Chil-
dren’s Unit Ravi Badigera,

A.N.M. Mallamma, SDMC
Vice President Revathi Go-
nal, PLD Bank Director
Lakshmi Devi Chowdhury,
Gram Panchayat member
Muralidhar, Secretary Shiva-
nanda Panthara, and School
Principal Devaraj A.S.

Parents, villagers, and
school children from the
three villages actively partic-
ipated, discussing children’s
rights and ways to improve
education and facilities. The
initiative aims to ensure bet-
ter learning environments
and infrastructure for all stu-
dents in the Gram Panchayat
region.
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‘Bal Bhavan programs
foster creative
development’

Chitradurga
Bal Bhavan programs ef-
fectively complement
children’s creative and ex-
tracurricular activities,
stated Veena, Child De-
velopment Project Officer
of Chitradurga. She was
speaking at the inaugura-
tion of a children’s art tal-
ent program organised at
Buddhanagar Govern-
ment Senior Primary
School. The event was
conducted jointly by the
State Bal Bhavan Society,
District Panchayat, Wom-
en and Child Develop-
ment Department, and
the District Bal Bhavan
Committee. Veena em-
phasised that children
should engage in activi-
ties that support their ac-
ademic learning while
also nurturing creativity
and discipline. Alongside
formal education, Bal
Bhavan activities help
children learn self-disci-
pline, respect, and pa-
tience, which are essen-
tial for holistic develop-
ment, she remarked.

Farmers advised to
regularize electricity
forirrigation wells

Chikkaballapur
Farmers in Chikkaballapur
and Chintamani divisions
have been advised to reg-
ularize electricity connec-

tions for their irrigation
wells, according to the
Executive Engineer (Elec-
trical) of the BEVCOM of-
fice. Farmers who have
already paid 350 and ob-
tained an RR number
fromm BEVCOM are using
electricity for irrigation
wells. The Government of
Karnataka, following
BEVCOM orders, has in-
structed farmers who
have paid the 350 infra-
structure fee to complete
payment by December 31
to ensure legal electricity
connections for their irri-
gation wells. This move
aims to provide a proper
and lawful framework for
electricity usage in agri-
culture.

12,813 candidates to appear
for Karnataka TET on Dec 7

Chitradurga district to host Karnataka Teacher Eligibility Test with over
twelve thousand candidates, officials stress smooth conduct

CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Teacher Eligi-
bility Test (TET) 2025 is
scheduled to be conducted on
December 7 at the district
centre in Chitradurga, with a
total of 12,813 candidates
registered for Paper-1 and Pa-
per-2 combined. Ahead of the
examination, the Additional
District Commissioner, B.T.
Kumaraswamy, instructed all
examination centre officials to
strictly follow the prescribed
rules to ensure a smooth pro-
cess and prevent inconve-
nience to candidates.
Presiding over a pre-exam-
ination preparation meeting at
the District Commissioner’s
office on Thursday, Kumaras-
wamy emphasised that Chief
Superintendents of exam cen-

tres must enforce regulations
diligently. The objective is to
provide a hassle-free experi-
ence for candidates and avoid
the kind of long queues and
chaos witnessed during previ-
ous KPSC examinations, he
noted.

The TET schedule has been
fixed with Paper-1 from 9:30
AM to 12:00 PM, and Paper-2
from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM on
December 7. Comprehensive
verification of candidates, in-

cluding checking identity
documents and admission
card photographs, will take
place from 7:00 AM to 9:00
AM for the morning session
and 12:15 PM to 1:30 PM for
the afternoon session. Staff
for these procedures will be
deployed by the Centralised
Records Unit.
Kumaraswamy further in-
structed that if any verifica-
tion personnel fail to report
on time, the Chief Superinten-

dent should assign alternative
staff to complete the process
and ensure all candidates are
admitted without delay. Can-
didates are also advised to
reach their respective exam
centres well in advance, as
detailed instructions have
been provided on their admis-
sion cards.

In addition to procedural
arrangements, authorities
have directed a strong police
presence to maintain order
and security at the centres.
The administration has
stressed that exam centres
should avoid any circum-
stances that could lead to
crowding or disruptions, en-
suring that the Teacher Eligi-
bility Test proceeds efficiently
and fairly for all 12,813 can-
didates.

Protest in Tumakuru demands
GP be appointed as CM

TUMAKURU

ensuring it remained peaceful while

A protest was held in the city de-
manding that Home Minister
Parameshwar be appointed as the
next Chief Minister. Local partici-
pants gathered to express their sup-
port for the minister and emphasized
his leadership qualities and adminis-

trative experience.

The demonstrators carried banners
and raised slogans calling for
Parameshwar’s elevation to the
state’s top post. Organizers stated that
the minister’s work in public service,
law and order, and development ini-
tiatives make him a suitable candi-
date for the Chief Ministerial posi-

tion.

Authorities monitored the protest,

demonstrations.

coming weeks.

allowing citizens to exercise their
right to assemble. Police officials
maintained order and guided traffic
to minimize disruption in the city.
The protest reflects growing polit-
ical interest and engagement among
local residents, highlighting public
sentiment regarding leadership
choices within the state government.
While no formal statement has been
issued by the ruling party regarding
the demand, supporters continue to
voice their opinions through such

Observers noted that such protests
are likely to increase as political dis-
cussions around the Chief Ministe-
rial position gain momentum in the

Kavita C awarded PhD
by Bharathiar University

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Cooperative Ratna Awards
ceremony scheduled on Dec 6

TUMAKURU

will preside over the ceremony in

The Karnataka State Cooperative De-
partment has announced that the Co-
operative Ratna Awards ceremony
will be held in Tumakuru on Decem-
ber 6. The event aims to recognize
and honor individuals and organiza-
tions that have made significant con-
tributions to the cooperative sector in
the state. Director of the Karnataka
State Cooperative Board, Ganganna,

excellence.

the city. The awards highlight ex-
emplary service, innovative initia-
tives, and commitment to coopera-
tive principles, fostering growth and
development in the sector. Officials
stated that the event will bring to-
gether cooperative leaders, govern-
ment representatives, and commu-
nity members to celebrate achieve-
ments and encourage continued

growth.

Kavita C, an assistant professor at Nagarjuna Col-
lege of Management, Chikkaballapur, has been
conferred with a Doctorate in Commerce by
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore. This recog-
nition comes in acknowledgment of her signif-
icant research contributions in the field of edu-
cation management and human resources.

Her doctoral research, titled Deployment of
Human Resources in Educational Institutions of
Bengaluru in the Context of Teaching Concept,
explores how educational institutions in Benga-
luru manage and utilise human resources to en-
hance teaching effectiveness. The study pro-
vides insights into administrative practices, staff
deployment strategies, and their impact on over-
all institutional performance.

Kavita conducted her research under the su-
pervision of Dr. R. Nagalakshmi, Associate Pro-
fessor at VET College of Arts and Science, Tin-
dle — Erode. The guidance provided by Dr. Na-
galakshmi was pivotal in shaping the analytical
framework and methodology of the dissertation.

Expressing her satisfaction at the achieve-
ment, Kavita stated that the research aims to
contribute practical recommendations for ad-
ministrators of educational institutions to opti-
mise human resource management, ensuring
better teaching outcomes and institutional

Admin initiates
measures to improve
SSLC Results

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The district administration is
taking proactive steps to im-
prove the SSLC results for
10th-grade students. District
Commissioner P.N. Ravindra
advised officials and teachers
to identify academically
weaker students and provide
them with special skill-based
interventions and focused
classes to enhance their per-
formance.

Speaking at the SSLC prog-
ress review meeting held at
the District Administration
Building on Thursday, Ravin-
dra highlighted that the state
curriculum’s SSLC final ex-
aminations will begin on
March 18, with 14,449 stu-
dents appearing this year.
Schools across the district
have already completed
teaching the syllabus, and re-
vision classes are underway to
ensure students are well-pre-

pared.
Based on recent internal as-
sessments, government

schools recorded a pass per-
centage of 56%, aided schools
59%, residential schools 84%,
and unaided schools 86%. If
these trends continue, the dis-
trict risks underperforming in
the final SSLC results. To ad-
dress this, 56 out of 111 gov-
ernment schools have been
adopted by district-level offi-
cers, who are implementing
strategic measures to boost
results.

Additionally, in collabora-
tion with Adani Group’s ce-
ment plant in Tondabay, short
textbooks based on learning
assessment (LBA) methodol-
ogy have been printed and
distributed among students
needing extra support. These

District officials
implement targeted
programs, special
classes, and learning
materials to enhance
SSLC results this year

books, designed with expert
guidance, simplify the sylla-
bus and help students under-
stand concepts more effec-
tively, thereby facilitating
better learning outcomes.

Ravindra emphasized that
no student is inherently inca-
pable of learning; distractions
in the surrounding environ-
ment and family conditions
often affect focus. He urged
strict monitoring of atten-
dance and engagement, ensur-
ing students devote full atten-
tion to practice exercises.
Teachers are encouraged to
use model question papers
and focused teaching methods
to guide students toward suc-
cess.

District Chief Executive
Officer Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat
instructed that officers adopt-
ing schools should visit at
least once a week to monitor
teaching methods and learn-
ing environments. Greater
emphasis should be placed on
students at risk of failing,
with systematic practice and
remedial teaching.

The short LBA textbooks
for the 10th-grade state cur-
riculum were formally re-
leased during the meeting,
with officials including Adani
Group Plant Manager
Prashant Deshmukh, District
Panchayat Deputy Secretary
Atik Pasha, and Deputy Di-
rector of School Education V.
Ramesh in attendance.
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District records 224 cases in
tobacco-free youth campaign
CHITRADURGA

As part of the Tobacco-Free Youth Campaign 3.0,
the District Tobacco Control Cell conducted exten-
sive awareness and enforcement activities from Oc-
tober 10 to November 30. The initiative involved
district- and taluk-level inspection teams visiting
urban areas and villages to educate youth and mon-
itor tobacco vendors, resulting in 224 registered

8 murder cases reported in
Anekal taluk in 1 month

ANEKAL

Anekal taluk has reported a disturbing rise in violent
crime, with eight murder cases recorded across various
police station limits in the past month. Police sources
said most incidents in November were linked to per-
sonal disputes. Attibele registered three murders, Heb-
bagodi and Sarjapur two each, and Bannerghatta one.
One of the most shocking cases involved Srinath, an IT
employee from Neralur village, who was killed in a
dramatic, cinematic manner in Kuppam. Another case
under Attibele limits involved Balaraman, a Tamil Nadu
native living in Ballur village, who was murdered over
a trivial issue; his wife Vidya also died after he alleged-
ly administered an injection during a family dispute.
Police confirmed that three murders reported in No-
vember occurred under Attibele jurisdiction. In Hebba-
godi limits, Ravi Prasad Reddy has been accused of
kidnapping Madesh and Balappa Reddy for extortion
and murdering them after collecting money, heighten-
ing concerns about rising crime in the area.

cases and fines totalling Rs. 28,100.

The campaign aimed to prevent young people
from falling prey to the harmful effects of tobacco
and to raise awareness about the negative health
consequences associated with its use. Shop owners
were advised not to sell tobacco products to minors,
and youth were cautioned against smoking in public
places or chewing pan masala and tobacco.

During the period, authorities ensured compliance
with Sections 4, 6A, and 6B of the COTPA Act by
sensitising shopkeepers about mandatory signage.
Under Section 4, 155 cases were recorded with fines
of Rs. 17,950; under Section 6A, 50 cases incurred
Rs. 6,200 in penalties; and under Section 6B, 19
cases led to Rs. 3,950 in fines.

Apart from enforcement, the campaign organised
15 tobacco-related operations, 35 IEC (Information,
Education, Communication) programs across villag-
es, eight training sessions for health and other de-
partmental staff, one district-level coordination com-
mittee meeting, and one taluk-level coordination

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

BANGALORE RURAL ZILLA PANCHAYATH

Office of Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,
Bangalore Rural, Anand Rao Circle, Bangalore - 560009.

Date: 01-12-2025

No: EE/PRED/BNG(R)/TND No-11/T5/2025-26

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION No.11/2025-26
(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Short Term Tender is invited through KPP Portal by the Executive
Engineer, PR.E.D, Bangalore Rural, under Zilla Panchayat Head
of Accounts. The Work details can be obtained from the KPP
Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). The Tender Documents
can be obtained and submitted on or before 10-12-2025 upto
5.00 PM. Further details contact this office during office working

Garden, Babusapalaya,
Bengaluru Karnataka 560043,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
SHASHANK RAMAPPA.

Benson Town, Bengaluru -
560046, Have changed my name
to BIBI NAEYMATH, vide affidavit
dated: 04.12.2025, before Notary

G. DAYANANDA, Bangalore

| VIJETA BELANDOR D/o . )
VITTAL BELANDOR, R/o |, MANASA, residing at Sr

. ) Sathya Sai University Girls
601,Vaishnavi Symphony Hostel. Nallakadirenahal
Apts, No. 100, 6th Main, 11th 0stel, Nalakadirenanall
campus, Chickaballapura

Cross, Malleshwaram, District, Karanataka 561211

Bangalore, Karnataka - have changed my name to
560003, have changed
ave changed my MANASA N, for all future

name and shall hereafter be X o
known as VIJETA VITTAL purposes vide affidavit dated
4-Dec-2025 sworn before

BELANDOR.
notary P V Ramachandra
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Change of Name Reddy.

It is for general information that I, R
PARIMAL KRISHAN S/0 RAJASEKAR,
R/0 A2 403 Iscon Flower, Ghuma
Bopal Road, Ghuma, Ahmedabad,
Gujarat 380058, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written as R
PARIMAL KRISHNA in my minor
daughter namely P SAI VRITIKA,
aged 14 years in her birth certificate
No. COC/2011/05/066/001680/0.
The actual name of mine is R
PARIMAL KRISHAN, which may be
amended accordingly.

Change of Name
I, SRI. GOUTHAM. B. M, Aged about 27

| ANAND KALASAPUR S/O years, S/o. Sri. Munindra. B. S, Residing
SHESHACHARYA, R/O at: }\lo.. 62, 1st I\./Ia.in’ Road,
#34, 2nd Cross Renuka Byatarayanapura, Sahakaranagara

: Post, Bangalore- 560 092 do hereby

Nagar’ HUDII’ Udyamnagar, declare that that my Father's names
Dharwad, Karnataka- "MUNINDRA. B. S" and "MUNENDRA.
580030’ have Changed my B.S" belongs/refers to my father and is
name and shall hereafter be

Change of Name

| MIR HUSSAIN ALI S/0
MIRZA SIKANDAR ALI
BAIG, R/0 # 23, Durvesh
Heaven, 3rd Floor, T-2 Flat,
Rose Garden, Neelasandra,
Viveknagar, Bangalore,
Karnataka - 560047, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
AAYAN ALI.

of one and the same person and there
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' Assam CM salutes Indian Navy’s
courage and commitment

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma honoured the Indian Navy on
Navy Day, praising its courage and commitment to national security

Intense cold

wave sweeps across
Kashmir

SRINAGAR
Intense cold wave con-
tinued across Kashmir
Valley on Thursday as
minimum temperature

remained several notch-
es below the freezing
point. The morning fog
and clear night sky added
to the chill factor in
Srinagar city this morning
as pedestrians and mo-
torists moved out with
caution to negotiate the
slippery streets and
roads in the city. The Me-
teorological (MeT) De-
partment officials said
the minimum tempera-
ture was minus 4 degrees
Celsius in Srinagar city,
while it was minus 4.8
degrees Celsius in Pahal-
gam and minus one in
Gulmarg.

Kerala theatre
CCTV leak sparks
security scare

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
A major cyber-security
breach has rattled Ker-

ala’s film exhibition sec-
tor after CCTV footage
from government-owned
theatres surfaced on
pornographic websites
and encrypted social
media platforms. The
leaked visuals, allegedly
from inside the Kairali,

Sree, and Nila theatres in

Thiruvananthapuram,
show ordinary moviego-
ers seated together with
images that were never
meant to be public and
have now triggered a
high-level probe. The
footage, believed to have
been uploaded to paid
adult websites before

spreading to Telegram, X,
and other digital chan-
nels, prominently dis-
plays the Kerala State
Film Development Cor-
poration (KSFDC) logo

on theatre seats, leaving
little doubt about the
source.

T'gana, AP CMs hail
Indian Navy for
exemplary service

HYDERABAD
Chief Ministers of Telan-
gana and Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday
greeted the Indian Navy
on Navy Day. Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, Andhra Pradesh
Governor S. Abdul Na-
zeer, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, and
other leaders greeted the
Navy personnel and their
families on the occasion.
Telangana Chief Minister
conveyed his heartfelt
greetings to the person-
nel of the Indian Navy,
who tirelessly safeguard
the nation and exemplify
extraordinary bravery. On
the occasion of Navy Day,
he extended his warm
commendations for their
exemplary service.

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Thursday paid heartfelt trib-
utes to the Indian Navy on
the occasion of Navy Day,
lauding the force for its brav-
ery, discipline and unwaver-
ing dedication to protecting
the nation’s maritime inter-
ests.

In a message posted on X,
the Chief Minister wrote: On
#NavyDay, we salute the
courage, discipline and un-
matched commitment of our
Naval warriors who keep In-
dia's seas safe, strong and
sovereign. From our vast
coastline to the farthest

oceans, our Nation stands
proud of their unwavering
service and sacrifice. His
message resonated with the
sentiments across the nation
as people expressed pride and
gratitude for the Navy’s role
in ensuring maritime security
and national sovereignty.
Navy Day, observed an-
nually on December 4,
marks the commemo-
ration of Operation o
Trident — a daring Mg
naval operation carried §
out by the Indian Navy *
during the 1971 In-
do-Pak war. On the
night of De- 7
cember 4,
Indian

missile boats launched a sur-
prise attack on Karachi har-
bour, causing extensive dam-
age to Pakistan’s naval infra-
structure and establishing one
of India’s most significant
maritime victories. The day
has since served as a remind-
er of the Navy’s valour and
strategic capability.
Over the years, the
A\ Indian Navy has
4 evolved into a for-
; midable blue-water
force capable of op-
erating across vast
| maritime zones. Its
duties extend beyond
safeguarding the
7,500-km coast-
line to protect-

B

ing island territories, securing
vital sea lanes of communica-
tion and fostering internation-
al maritime cooperation
through joint exercises and
defence partnerships.

The Navy also plays a cru-
cial role in humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief
operations, responding swift-
ly to cyclones, tsunamis and
emergencies within India and
abroad.

In recent times, the Navy
has accelerated its indigenisa-
tion efforts under the ‘Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’ initiative,
with advanced warships, sub-
marines and maritime sys-
tems being developed in Indi-
an shipyards.

Delhi Police held a specialised workshop for Aerocity hotel security staff
to boost anti-narcotics vigilance and strengthen coordinated enforcement

Police train Aerocity Hotels for

NEW DELHI

Reinforcing the Centre’s
‘Zero Tolerance’ policy on
drug abuse and trafficking,
the Delhi Police on Thursday
conducted a dedicated train-
ing and awareness workshop
for hotel security personnel in
Aerocity, one of Delhi’s busi-
est hospitality hubs.

The initiative, carried out
by the Anti-Narcotics Task
Force (ANTF) of the Crime
Branch, sought to improve
vigilance among private secu-
rity teams and enhance coor-
dination between law enforce-
ment agencies and commer-
cial establishments.

Officials said approximate-
ly 85 Chief Security Officers
(CSOs) from 11 major hotels
in the Aerocity zone attended
the session.

The workshop is part of
Delhi Police’s broader cam-
paign to curb narcotics-relat-
ed crimes through strategic
operations, grassroots aware-
ness efforts, and capaci-
ty-building programmes. The
training was led by ACP Anil
Shram from the Narco Coor-
dination Centre (NCORD)
and Inspector Rakesh Duhan

of the ANTF. Participants
were briefed on the existing
drug landscape in the Capital,
including commonly traf-
ficked narcotics, behavioural
and physical indicators of
drug abuse, and the primary
source states that supply ille-
gal substances to Delhi. Offi-
cers also highlighted the seri-
ous health impacts of narcot-
ics consumption, stressing the
need for collective vigilance
to prevent and report any sus-
picious activities.

A key highlight of the
workshop was the introduc-
tion of the MANAS portal
(1933), a confidential report-
ing platform designed to al-
low citizens and private enti-
ties to share drug-related in-
formation securely. Officials

anti-narcotics Vlgllance

demonstrated its functionality
and underscored the strong
anonymity safeguards, en-
couraging hotel security units
to use the portal without hes-
itation.

To reinforce commitment to
the cause, all attendees took
the Anti-Drugs e-Pledge.

The initiative received
strong appreciation from par-
ticipants, including former
ACP Abhirup Banerji, now
Consultant Security with Del-
hi International Airport Ltd,
and Naveen Sehgal, AGM
(Aerocity Security). Both
praised the proactive steps
taken by Delhi Police to in-
volve private security agen-
cies in combating the drug
menace in a high-footfall
commercial district.

‘Bengal has turned
into ‘no-go zone’
for industries
under TMC’

KOLKATA

West Bengal, under the mis-
rule of Trinamool Con-
gress-led Mamata govern-
ment, has become a no-go
zone for industries, resulting
in depleting investments and
high unemployment, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
said. Bengal is bleeding jobs.
Bengal is losing investment.
Bengal is being pushed 20
years backward. While other
states are attracting global in-
vestors, West Bengal has be-
come a no-go zone for indus-
try under TMC misrule, ob-
served BJP Information Tech-
nology Cell chief and the
party's central observer for
West Bengal, Amit Malviya,
in a social media post on
Thursday morning. He made
the remarks referring to the
recent statistics provided by
the Union Ministry of Com-
merce on the flight of compa-
nies from West Bengal. Ac-
cording to him, West Bengal
was witnessing a mass exodus
of companies, and the situa-
tion is far worse than what the
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment tries to hide. Quoting
the Union Ministry of Com-
merce figures, he claimed that
while a total of 207 compa-
nies have left West Bengal in
just the last six months.

Several districts record below 10 degrees in Rajasthan

JAIPUR

Cold wave gripped Rajas-
than, with several cities re-
cording temperatures below
ten degrees Celsius. Fateh-
pur recorded the lowest tem-
perature at 2.2 degrees Cel-
sius, followed by Lunaksar
at 2.9 degrees Celsius. Most
cities reported minimum
temperatures below 10 de-
grees Celsius, intensifying
winter conditions.
Vanasthali recorded 7.8
degrees Celsius minimum
temperature, Alwar (5.0 de-
grees Celsius), Pilani (5.4
degrees Celsius), Sikar (3.8
degrees Celsius), Karauli
(6.3 degrees Celsius), Dausa
(4.8 degrees Celsius), Jhun-
jhunu (6.1 degrees Celsius),
Nagaur (4.0 degrees Cel-
sius). Meanwhile, the Mete-

orological Department has
forecast a cold wave alert for
three days, beginning Thurs-
day.

It warned that cold condi-
tions will intensify and is-
sued a yellow alert in parts
of the state. A yellow alert
has been issued for Sikar,
Churu, and Jhunjhunu on
December 4 and 5 due to ex-
pected cold-wave conditions.
According to Radheshyam
Sharma, Director of the Jai-
pur Meteorological Centre,
weather conditions will re-
main clear across the state
over the next week, but cold
winds are expected to
strengthen further.

Night temperatures are
likely to fall by another 1-2
degrees Celsius in the next
24 to 48 hours. Meanwhile,
besides minimum tempera-

ture, maximum temperatures
also saw a noticeable drop,
with all cities recording be-
low 30 degrees Celsius.
Sirohi was the coldest during
the day at 21.6 degrees Cel-
sius, while cities such as Sri-
ganganagar, Phalodi, Bikan-
er, Churu, Karauli, and Ha-
numangarh recorded be-
low-average day tempera-
tures.

Cold winds intensified the

Indian crew member freed after
months in Houthi captivity

NEW DELHI

India on Thursday welcomed
the release of Indian crew
member Anilkumar Raveen-
dran, an Army veteran from
Kayamkulam in Kerala who
had been held captive by
Houthi rebels in conflict-rav-
aged Yemen. Raveendran, 52, a
native of Pathiyoor, had been
detained by security forces un-
der the Houthi-controlled Ye-
meni administration since July
7. He was working as a security
officer aboard the Liberi-
an-flagged cargo vessel MV
Eternity C when it was attacked

and eventually sunk in the Red
Sea. The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), announcing his
release, said, Government of
India welcomes the release of
Indian crew member Mr Anil-
kumar Raveendran, who was
on the ship MV Eternity C and
under detention in Yemen since
07 July 2025. The ministry
confirmed that Raveendran
reached Muscat, Oman and is
expected to return to India
shortly. It added that Govern-
ment of India had been coordi-
nating efforts with various par-
ties to ensure his safe release
and return.

KOLKATA

In a major development ahead
of the 2026 electoral cycle,
nearly 50 lakh names in West
Bengal have been identified
for possible exclusion from
the voters’ list during the on-
going Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) being conducted by
the Election Commission of
India (ECI). The revision pro-
cess, which began on Novem-
ber 4, involves the digitisation
and scrutiny of enumeration
forms to update and correct
voter records across the state.
According to officials from

ELECTION com

the Chief Electoral Officer’s
(CEO) office in West Bengal,
the number of names marked
for exclusion has risen sharply
in just 24 hours. While digiti-
sation trends on Tuesday eve-

* "
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chill in the air in the Shekha-
wati belt, where tempera-
tures dropped to 6 degrees
Celsius in some areas. The
Meteorological Department
expects the cold wave condi-
tions to continue for the next
two days, with northern Ra-
jasthan likely to witness the
sharpest decline. Residents
have been advised to take
necessary precautions as

temperatures continue to fall. :

50 lakh names marked for potentlal deletion in WB
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ning placed the figure slightly
above 46 lakh, the count
climbed to nearly 50 lakh by
indicating an addition of
around four lakh names within
a single day. Of the total

M’rashtra grants
legal status to
digital land records

MUMBAI

In a major push toward trans-
parent and citizen-friendly
governance, the Maharashtra
government has granted full
legal validity to Digital 7/12
extracts and other essential
land records, including 8-A
and Ferfar (Mutation) docu-
ments. Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
announced on Thursday that a
government resolution (GR)
has been issued to implement
new Rules for Digital Land
Records under the Maharash-
tra Land Measurement and
Record Keeping Act,
2025. Calling it a
massive leap in
E-Governance,
Minister
Bawankule
highlighted that
citizens will no
longer need to
rely on physical
paperwork or
stand in long queues.
There will be Trust
Through Tech as extracts like
7/12, 8A, and Mutation (Fer-
far) are secured with a Digital
Signature, QR Code, and a
16-digit verification number.
Talathi's stamp is not re-
quired. Anyone can get an
official and verified extract
for just Rs 15. The digital ex-
tracts will be acceptable for
all government work. This is
our commitment to transpar-
ency, speed, and ease of busi-
ness, he said.

According to the GR, the
state has initiated implemen-
tation of the new Act by fram-
ing detailed procedures for

Maharashtra
government has
approved full legal
validity for digitally
signed 7/12 and
related land records
to boost
e-governance.

measuring village land and
preparing updated, authenti-
cated digital land records. The
rules standardise the process
for record authentication,
mandating digital signatures
of Land Revenue Officers on
official documents.
Citizens can now
obtain or correct
land documents
through two
methods: an
online applica-
tion via the of-
ficial Mahabhu-
mi Portal (digi-
talbaliraja.ma-
habhumi.gov.in) or

offline through Village
Revenue Officers (Gram
Mabhsul Adhikari) and Tahsil-
dar offices. The government
said this would significantly
reduce manual processing and
modernise land administration
across the state.

The GR also explains the
importance of the 7/12 ex-
tract, a combined record of
ownership (Form VII) and
agricultural details (Form
XII), widely used in rural Ma-
harashtra to verify land own-
ership, survey data, crop in-
formation and for transac-
tions, loans and dispute
resolution.

TN govt challenges
judge’s order on
Karthigai Deepam case

MADURAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has defended its ac-
tions before the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High
Court, arguing that Justice
Swaminathan had exceeded
his jurisdiction in ordering
that Karthigai Deepam be
lit at the hilltop lamp post
on Thiruparankundram Hill
and directing the deploy-
ment of CISF personnel for
security. The controversy
began after a petition was
filed seeking permission to
light the traditional Karthi-
gai Deepam at the lamp
post on the hill, which is
one of the six barrack areas
at Thiruparankundram.
Acting on the plea, the
judge directed that the
Maha Deepam be lit at the
hilltop and asked the tem-
ple administration to make
arrangements. Although
preliminary preparations
were made, the temple au-
thorities abruptly cancelled
the arrangements. The

withdrawal triggered pro-
tests by Hindu Makkal Kat-
chi, Akhila Bharath Hanu-
man Sena, South India For-
ward Bloc, and other or-
ganisations, who marched
demanding that the lamp be
lit at the lamp post, as re-
quested by the petitioner.
However, following temple
tradition, the Deepam was
lit at 6 p.m. near the Uch-
chipillaiyar Temple on the
hilltop, not at the lamp
post. Unsatisfied, the peti-
tioner and others urged that
the Deepam be lit at the
lamp post with CISF pro-
tection. Justice Swamina-
than issued an order per-
mitting them to proceed to
the spot with security per-
sonnel. The order led to
tense scenes. BJP cadres
and Hindu outfit members
raised slogans near the 16-
foot hall and attempted to
scale the hill after breaking
barricades. Police inter-
vened, resulting in clashes
in which two policemen
sustained injuries.

names identified so far, over
23 lakh fall under the de-
ceased voters category, mak-
ing it the largest segment
flagged for removal. This is
followed by more than 18 lakh
voters listed under the shifted
category. Additionally, over
seven lakh names have been
marked as untraceable, while
the remaining cases include
duplicate entries and other
discrepancies requiring dele-
tion. Election officials empha-
sise that these trends are pre-
liminary, and the final number
of deletions will be confirmed
after the publication of the

draft voters’ list on December
16. This will kick off the no-
tice phase, during which elec-
toral registration officers
(EROs) will issue notices,
conduct hearings, verify
claims, and process objec-
tions. The phase will run con-
currently from December 16
to February 7, 2026. Subse-
quently, the checking of elec-
toral roll parameters and se-
curing ECTI’s approval for the
final list will take place on
February 10, 2026. The final
electoral roll, earlier sched-
uled for February 7, will now
be published on February 14.




NATION

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

FRIDAY » DECEMBER 5, 2025

O ibcworldnews.com

QUICK READ

Rising egg price may
affect its availability
in Bengal schools’

KOLKATA
Mid-day meals in gov-
ernment schools of
West Bengal may lack
eggs due to the price
hike, Anganwadi work-
ers said. While the gov-
ernment allocation for
each egg is only six and
a half rupees, it is be-
coming increasingly dif-
ficult to provide food
with eggs in Anganwadi
centres as the retail
price of each egg has in-
creased to Rs 8. As are-
sult, Anganwadi work-
ers and helpers have
been vocal about in-
creasing the govern-
ment allocation for
eggs. Members of the
Independent Anganwa-
di Workers and Helpers
Association have sub-
mitted a deputation to
the officials of the Inte-
grated Child Develop-
ment Services (ICDS)
office in Mal Bazar of
Jalpaiguri district.

MP boasts 32
cheetahsinjust 3yrs:
(M Yadav

BHOPAL
As the number of chee-
tahs has risento 32in
three years in Madhya
Pradesh, India celebrated
the International Cheetah
Day with renewed com-
mitment to conservation,
awareness, and habitat
protection for the world’s
fastest land animal.
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav
shared a message on X,
congratulating citizens on
International Cheetah
Day. He highlighted that
the Cheetah Project, initi-
ated in the state under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
has opened a new chap-
terin India’s wildlife con-
servation journey. The
Chief Minister announced
that the cheetah popula-
tion in Madhya Pradesh
has now risen to 32, reaf-
firming the state’s com-
mitment to ensuring that
all wildlife remains safe
and protected.

Guwahati launches mobile
app to enhance judicial access

Kohima Bench of Gauhati High Court launched its first official mobile app to
improve judicial access, transparency and citizen convenience

GUWAHATI

In a landmark move for the
region, the Kohima Bench of
the Gauhati High Court has
launched its official mobile
application, the GHCKB
App—making it the first
High Court bench in the
Northeast to introduce such a
digital service. Officials an-
nounced on Thursday that the
initiative aims to enhance ac-
cessibility, transparency and
convenience in the justice
delivery system.

The app was formally
launched by Chief Justice
Ashutosh Kumar of the
Gauhati High Court, in the
presence of Justices Sanjay
Kumar Medhi and Arun Dev
Choudhury, along with other

senior officials. Addressing
the gathering, Chief Justice
Ashutosh Kumar praised the
Kohima Bench’s ICT team,
noting that the app was devel-
oped entirely in-house and
reflects the bench’s commit-
ment to embracing technolo-
gy-driven judicial processes.
Describing the GHCKB App
as citizen-friendly, he empha-
sised that it provides re-
al-time information, easy
case tracking and improved
access for both lawyers and
litigants. The Chief Justice
highlighted that the applica-
tion would particularly bene-
fit people in remote areas,
enabling them to stay updated
on court proceedings without
physical visits. Stressing the
importance of regular usage,

he encouraged members of
the legal fraternity to fully
adopt the app, adding that
technology has meaning only
when actively and consistent-
ly used.

He also noted that the app
is backward-compatible and
can function on most devices.

Reflecting on his visit to
the Hornbill Festival at Kisa-
ma, the Chief Justice spoke

about the strong sense of
brotherhood he witnessed and
urged the Bar to carry the
same spirit into their profes-
sional interactions. He further
encouraged young lawyers to
remain diligent in their prepa-
ration, recounting an instance
where a young advocate
promptly presented a required
judgment during court
proceedings.

Security forces killed eighteen Naxalites in a major Bastar encounter,
though three personnel lost their lives during the operation

Security forces eliminate 18
naxalites in major operatlon
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BIJAPUR

In one of the most significant
setbacks to Maoist insurgency
in the Bastar region this year,
security forces eliminated 18
Naxalites in an intense gun
battle in the dense Keshkutul
forests of Bijapur district.

The operation, which be-
gan, saw the toll rise from
12 to 18 after additional
bodies were recovered
during Thursday morning’s
combing operations.

The encounter broke out
when a joint force comprising
the District Reserve Guard
(DRG), Special Task Force
(STF), CoBRA commandos
of the CRPF, and local police
launched an anti-Naxal offen-
sive based on specific intelli-
gence inputs in the Gangaloor
police station limits.

As the team advanced,
Maoists belonging to the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Guerrilla
Army (PLGA) Company No.
2, Bhairamgarh Area Com-

mittee, and Gangaloor Area
Committee opened heavy fire,
prompting a fierce exchange
that lasted several hours.
Despite facing automatic
weapons, [ED threats, and be-
ing heavily outnumbered, the
forces retaliated with preci-
sion, neutralising 18 Maoists
on the spot. A substantial
cache of arms and explosives
was recovered from the scene.
Bijapur Superintendent of
Police Jitendra Singh Meena
said the identification process
of the deceased Naxalites is
underway, with names and
ranks to be released once con-
firmed. Meanwhile, extensive
search operations are continu-

ing in the surrounding forest
areas to track down any flee-
ing insurgents.

The encounter, however,
came at a heavy cost. Three
security personnel, Head Con-
stable Monu Mohan Baddi,
Constable Dukaru Gonde
(posthumously promoted to
Head Constable), and DRG
Jawan Ramesh Sodi lost their
lives while displaying exem-
plary courage in the line of
duty. Their mortal remains
were brought to Bijapur head-
quarters on Thursday, where
solemn tributes were paid at
the Police Line Shaheed Vati-
ka along the Bijapur—Ganga-
loor road.

MP to merge small primary schools: Min Uday Singh

BHOPAL

Government-run primary
schools in Madhya Pradesh
with fewer than 10 students
will be merged with a nearby
larger school located within a
1 km radius, School Educa-
tion Minister Uday Pratap
Singh informed the Assembly
on Thursday. He said the step
aims to improve resource util-
isation and enhance student
interaction. Responding to a
question raised by MLA Amar
Singh Yadav during the Win-
ter Session, Minister Singh
added that teachers from such

under-enrolled schools would
also be shifted to bigger
schools to ensure optimum
use of staff and infrastructure.

During Question Hour,
Congress ML A Babu Jandel
raised the issue of compensa-
tion for farmers for damaged
crops in Sheopur district. He
claimed that several farmers
have not yet received the
funds released by the state
government.

Farmers in Sheopur district
were supposed to get compen-
sation of Rs 16,000 per hect-
are, but many farmers are yet
to receive funds in their bank

NDA ACHIEVEMENTS IN BIHAR

accounts, Sheopur Congress
MLA Jandel said.

The State's Revenue Minis-
ter Karan Singh Verma, while
responding to Jandel's claim,
said that he would inquire
into the matter personally to
ensure that all farmers get
compensation. He also ac-
cepted that some farmers had
yet to receive funds in their
bank accounts.

Notably, on November 27,
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
had transferred Rs 238.78
crore to the bank accounts of
over three lakh farmers as
part of compensation for pad-

dy crops damaged due to
heavy rain a few weeks ago.

The fund was released to
the farmers of seven districts,
such as Sheopur, Morena,
Harda, Vidisha, Narmadapur-
am, Dhar and Khandwa.

Meanwhile, the House is
scheduled to debate the sec-
ond supplementary budget
presented on Tuesday by Dep-
uty Chief Minister and Fi-
nance Minister Jagdish Dev-
da. The Rs 13,476.94 crore
outlay includes Rs 8,448.57
crore under the revenue head
and Rs 5,028.37 crore under
the capital head.

Pahalgam hotel
faces action for
concealing stay

of foreigners
SRINAGAR

An FIR has been registered
against a hotel in J&K’s Pa-
halgam hill station for con-
cealing the stay of two for-
eign nationals at the hotel,
police said on Thursday. Po-
lice in Anantnag district said
that the FIR has been regis-
tered against a hotel for viola-
tion of the Immigration and
Foreigners Act, 2025.

A team from Police Station
Pahalgam, during routine in-
spections of hotels and guest
establishments in the Rafting
Point area, found that Hotel
Golden Heritage, Rafting
Point, Yenner, had accommo-
dated two Thai nationals
without submitting the man-
datory Form C, a police offi-
cial said. The form, which
must be filed online by all
establishments hosting for-
eign guests, is a key compo-
nent of the reporting and ver-
ification mechanism mandat-
ed under the Act, the official
added. The hotel, police said,
had concealed the stay of the
visitors, a lapse seen as a seri-
ous security concern and a
clear breach of statutory obli-
gations meant to ensure prop-
er monitoring of foreign trav-
ellers. Following the detec-
tion, FIR No. 79/2025 under
Sections 8 and 23(b) of the
Immigration and Foreigners
Act, 2025, was registered at
Police Station Pahalgam. Fur-
ther investigation is under-
way, the police official added.

J&K crime branch
files charge sheet
in land fraud case

JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir
Crime Branch on Thursday
announced that it has filed a
charge sheet in a high-profile
land fraud case before the Spe-
cial Judge Anti-Corruption
Court in Srinagar. aThe case,
registered under FIR No.
79/2022, involves serious alle-
gations of forgery, conspiracy
and fraudulent mutation of
land in the city.

According to an official
statement, the Economic e
Offences Wing (EOW) &
of Crime Branch
Kashmir submitted
the charge sheet un-
der Sections 420, 467,
468,471 and 120-B of
the Ranbir Penal Code,
along with Section 5(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
The charge sheet names three
accused individuals: business-
man Habibullah Bhat, son of
Mohammad Sultan Bhat and
resident of Omarhair Buchpo-
ra; retired Naib Tehsildar Mo-
hammad Rajab Reshi, son of
Haji Ghulam Ahmad Reshi
from Brein Nishat; and former
Patwari Syed Khurshid Ah-
mad, son of Late Syed Mo-

Jammu and Kashmir
Crime Branch has filed a
charge sheet in a major

land fraud case before
the Srinagar anti-
corruption court.

hammad Amin, resident of
Watalbagh Lar in Ganderbal.
The case originated from a
written complaint alleging that
a fraudulent mutation was car-
ried out for a 10-marla plot

located under Khasra Nos. 467

and 468 in Zoonimar Ei-
dgah, Srinagar. The

mutation was alleged-

ly executed in favour

of one of the accused

on the basis of a sale
deed that never existed.
During the investiga-
tion, authorities discovered
that no sale deed bearing Reg-
istration No. 1693 dated
08.09.2003 had ever been is-
sued by the concerned
Sub-Registrar. Further probe
revealed that the accused busi-
nessman, in criminal conspir-
acy with the then Patwari and
Naib Tehsildar, manipulated
revenue records and fraudu-
lently inserted mutation entries
using the fabricated document.

Delhi CM launches pole-
mounted mist spray system

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Thursday
launched a pole-mounted
mist spray system for dust
and pollution control in the
ITO area in the central
parts of the Capital, an of-
ficial said. She said that at
ITO, nearly 35 poles have
been equipped with mist
sprayers. The government
is preparing to install mist
sprayers on 305 poles at
nine hotspots where pollu-
tion is a very serious prob-
lem, said CM Gupta, refer-
ring to the constitution of a
panel to tackle the city's
pollution.

Each pole has five noz-
zles, and each nozzle has
six tiny holes, enabling 30
spray points per pole. Ev-
ery pole uses approximate-
ly 84 litres of treated water
per hour, supported by four
5,000-litre storage tanks. A
similar setup has been in-
stalled along a 900-metre
stretch on Shanti Path and
a 500-metre stretch on
Lodhi Road. She said, This

is a battle against pollution,
and we need public support
to boost the government's
efforts. The government is
ready to provide solutions
to any pollution-causing
factor. After using water
sprinklers, we are consider-
ing mist technology, which
is proving to be a very ef-
fective solution. We initial-
ly implemented it in some
areas under NDMC, and
the results were positive.
Now, the Delhi government
is planning to expand it to
all major roads in the city,
she said.

CM Gupta held a review
meeting and said that any
negligence in pollution
control in the national cap-
ital will not be tolerated.
She stated that her govern-
ment is treating pollution
as an emergency mission
and is making determined
efforts to bring it under
control.

The Chief Minister made
it clear that government in-
stitutions showing laxity in
pollution control will not
be spared.

NITISH KUMAR HIGHLIGHTS
NDA GOVT’S ACHIEVEMENTS

PATNA

On the fourth day of the win-
ter session of the Bihar As-
sembly, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar presented a compre-
hensive overview of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government’s perfor-
mance, while also delivering
sharp remarks aimed at the
opposition. The House simul-
taneously held a discussion on
the Governor’s address.
Concluding his speech, CM
Nitish turned towards the RID
benches and said, We kept you
on the sidelines twice, and we
carried out so much work. At
that time, you accepted every-
thing I said. He further assert-
ed, When you made mistakes,
we left you, but now we will
never leave. This is our own
place, and we will stay here.
But remember the work which
has been done by our govern-

ment. Leader of the Opposi-
tion Tejashwi Yadav was nota-
bly absent during the Chief
Minister’s address. Reinforc-
ing his criticism, Nitish Ku-
mar questioned the opposi-
tion’s performance, saying,
Why aren’t you working?
Others are. If work is done, it
helps everyone. The NDA has
repeatedly accused previous
RID governments of pushing
the state into darkness, a claim
Nitish reiterated during the
session. The comments
prompted an attempted
interruption by RJD
MLA Bhai Virendra,

but CM Nitish con-
tinued uninterrupt-

ed, emphasising

that his govern-

ment had twice
sidelined the oppo-

sition and made sig-
nificant strides in
development during the

NDA’s governance. High-
lighting achievements in the
health sector, the Chief Min-
ister said that primary health
centres—once plagued by ex-
tremely low patient turnout—
now receive an average of
11,600 patients each month.
He announced that the num-
ber of medical colleges in the
state has doubled, rising from
six to 12, with ongoing efforts
to establish medical colleges
in the remaining 27 dis-
tricts. Con-

struction,
he added,
‘5 is progress-
ing rapidly.

Madinah-Hyd
flight diverted to
Ahmedabad after

bomb threat

HYDERABAD

A bomb threat forced authori-
ties to divert the IndiGo flight
coming to Hyderabad from
Saudi Arabia's Madinah to
Ahmedabad on Thursday, offi-
cials said. The flight 6E58 with
180 passengers and six crew
members landed safely at the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national Airport in Ahmedabad
around 12.30 p.m. The flight
was mid-air when IndiGo re-
portedly received a bomb threat
via email. As Ahmedabad was
the nearest airport, the authori-
ties diverted the flight there as
a precautionary measure. After
the landing, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) person-
nel, along with local police and
bomb disposal squad, conduct-
ed a thorough check of the air-
craft but did not find anything
suspicious.

BRS accuses Cong govt of <5 lakh cr land ‘scam’

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president K. T. Rama
Rao on Thursday alleged that
the Congress government in
Telangana is committing a
huge land scam of Rs 5 lakh
crore in the name of Hyder-
abad Industrial Land Trans-
formation Policy.

He claimed that the lands
that were once given by the
government to industries to
create jobs for people are now
being given to private individ-

i uals. KTR, as the BRS leader

is popularly known, led a
field-level visit to Jeedimetla
industrial area as part of the
party's fact-finding mission
on Hyderabad Industrial Land
Transformation Policy
(HILTP). The former minister
interacted with workers and
urged them to resist the loot
by the government. He al-
leged that the government is
giving industrial lands to
build apartments, villas and
commercial complexes as it
does not want industries.
KTR, along with other BRS
leaders, participated in a rally

to protest against HILTP. In-
dia's biggest sam! Rs 5 Lakh
crores, reads the placard car-
ried by the BRS leader.

He stated that these are not
private lands, but lands given
by the government to private
individuals with the condition
that industries should be set
up to employ people.

He demanded that people's
assets should remain with
people. Claiming that while
the market price for these
lands is Rs 1 lakh per square
yard, the government is hand-
ing them to private individu-
als for just Rs 4,000.

He urged the real estate de-
velopers not to get cheated
with the sale offer by the gov-
ernment and warned that once
BRS returns to power, it
would take back these lands.

Calling Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, a corruption
Anaconda, KTR alleged that
the Congress leader was
conspiring to sell the lands
to send the share to Delhi
leaders.
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Civil groups profest
evictions targeting
poor communities

Islamabad
Civil society groups,
street vendors, and resi-
dents of katchi abadis
gathered at the National
Press Club to protest
eviction drives carried
out by the Capital Devel-
opment Authority. They
asked the judiciary to
protect their right to
housing and livelihood.
Leaders from the Awami
Workers Party said the
demolitions mainly tar-
get the poor, while big
developers face no ac-
tion. They cited a 2015
court order stopping
such demolitions and
demanded proper hous-
ing plans for low-income
families.

India sends aid
support to cyclone-hit
SriLanka

Colombo
India has airlifted a mov-
able modular bridge and
hundreds of water-purifi-
cation units to cy-
clone-hit Sri Lanka to
help reconnect cut-off
areas and restore basic
services. The Indian mis-
sion said the support
aims to assist communi-
ties affected by Cyclone
Ditwah, which has
caused massive floods,
landslides, and heavy
damage to infrastruc-
ture. Sri Lanka continues
to struggle with relief ef-
forts, as at least 479
people have died and
350 remain missing after
severe weather battered
several districts since
November 16.

Democrats release
disturbing images
from Epstein home

Washington
US Democrats on the
House Oversight Com-
mittee have released
new photos and videos
from Jeffrey Epstein’s
private island home, call-
ing the material “disturb-
ing.” The images show
bedrooms with wall
masks, a phone listing
names on speed-dial,
and a blackboard with
words like “power” and
“deception.” Democratic
leader Robert Garcia said
the release aims to en-
sure transparency. He
added that Epstein’s fi-
nancial records from
major banks have been
received and more files
will be made public
soon.
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Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

ula urges diplomatic resolution

for Venezuelain call with Trump

Lula urged Trump to avoid military action in Venezuela, warning it
could destabilise South America and worsen the crisis.

SAO PAULO

President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva has stressed the need for
a peaceful and diplomatic
solution to the crisis in Vene-
zuela during a recent phone
call with US President Donald
Trump. According to reports
first published by O Estado de
S. Paulo and later confirmed
by Brasil 247, Lula expressed
strong concern over the possi-
bility of US military interven-
tion in the neighbouring
country.

Lula reportedly warned
Trump that any military step
could lead to serious “collat-
eral effects” across South
America. He said such an ac-
tion could worsen the human-

itarian situation in Venezuela,
trigger a larger flow of mi-
grants, and even increase the
risk of civil conflict. He also
stressed that these problems
would not remain within Ven-
ezuela’s borders and could
quickly spread to Brazil, Co-
lombia, and other nearby
countries, raising regional
tensions.

The report says Lula repeat-
ed his belief that only dia-
logue and negotiation can
bring lasting peace to Venezu-
ela. Trump, however, did not
clearly state his plans, keep-
ing open the option of mili-
tary action or continued talks
with President Nicolas Madu-
ro’s government.

Officials close to Lula be-
lieve that any US intervention
would face strong resistance
from major global powers.
They noted that the European
Union, Russia, and China are
unlikely to support such a
move. Within the Brazilian
government, many think
Washington’s interest in Ven-
ezuela is closely tied to the
country’s large oil reserves.

During the call, Lula also
briefed Trump for the first
time on Brazil’s recent efforts
against organised crime. He
highlighted Federal Police ac-
tions aimed at weakening the
financial networks of groups
like the Carbono Oculto fac-
tion. Trump reportedly ex-
pressed interest in deeper co-
operation.

The 40-minute conversation
took place while Lula was
visiting the Abreu ¢ Lima re-
finery in Pernambuco. He
welcomed the US move to
remove a 40% surcharge on
some Brazilian exports but
urged faster progress on tar-
iff-reduction talks. Although
Trump was polite, he offered
no firm commitments.

Taliban accuses

Pak of imposing

unwanted projs
on Afghan

KABUL

Afghanistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Amir Khan Muttaqi has
accused Pakistan of trying to
impose “mysterious projects”
on the country and pressuring
the Taliban administration
through economic and politi-
cal tactics. Speaking at a gath-
ering in Kabul, he said Paki-
stan hoped Afghans would
turn against the Taliban gov-
ernment after Islamabad shut
key trade routes.

However, he said that Pa-
kistan’s border closures did
not create shortages, as
other regional partners con-
tinued supplying essential
goods. He added that Paki-
stan has long-standing dis-
putes with almost all its
neighbours and is now push-
ing Afghanistan with “unre-
alistic and unacceptable” se-
curity demands.

Muttaqi said the Taliban
has already taken steps to ad-
dress Pakistan’s concerns
over the past four years by
relocating Waziristani fami-
lies from border areas and
deploying additional forces.
He argued that Pakistan ex-
pects the Taliban to “deliver
everything,” while it struggles
with its own internal security
issues.

He also criticised Pakistan’s
political system, saying divid-
ed decision-making between
civilian leaders and the mili-
tary makes talks inconsistent.
Defending Afghanistan’s
growing ties with India, he
said relations with New Delhi
were legitimate for a sover-
eign nation.

Amid rising border ten-
sions, the Taliban recently
showcased hundreds of newly
trained commandos, saying
they are ready to defend Af-
ghanistan’s territory.

@

[

w

7 9 1 6 5
1 6 5 7 8
3 9 8 2 1
2 1 7 8 5
8 2 3 7 9
9 7 4 1 2
8 2 1 9 6
5 3 6 4 2
7 6 5 2 8
v6]o|1]8]s]7]<]2
2]s|a|7]s]e]s]2]3] Filla9x9 grid with

numbers so that
each row, column
and 3x3 section

contain all of the

India continues humanitarian support through medical
supplies and relief assistance

India sends vital vaccines
and aid to Afghanistan

KABUL

India has strengthened its
ongoing humanitarian ef-
forts in Afghanistan by de-
livering 63,734 doses of
Influenza and Meningitis
vaccines to Kabul on
Thursday. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) an-
nounced the delivery on X,
reaffirming India’s commit-
ment to supporting Afghan-
istan’s public health needs.

This latest shipment
comes soon after India de-
livered 73 tonnes of life-sav-
ing medicines, vaccines and
essential supplements on
November 28. The MEA
said these supplies were
meant to help meet urgent
healthcare demands in Af-
ghanistan. External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal posted that
India’s support for the
Afghan people “continues
unwaveringly.”

India has also been en-
gaging diplomatically to
improve cooperation be-
tween the two countries. On
November 20, External Af-

fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
met Afghanistan’s Industry
and Commerce Minister Al-
haj Nooruddin Azizi in
New Delhi. Both leaders
discussed ways to boost
trade, connectivity and peo-
ple-to-people ties. Jaishan-
kar reaffirmed that India
remains committed to the
development and welfare of
Afghans.

Earlier in the month, on
November 3, India sent food
supplies to families affected
by a powerful 6.3-magni-
tude earthquake that struck
Balkh, Samangan and Bagh-
lan provinces. More than 20
people were killed and hun-
dreds injured in the disaster.

The MEA said India was
providing this help to sup-
port those recovering from
the tragedy.

Following the quake,
Jaishankar spoke with Af-
ghanistan’s acting Foreign
Minister Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttaqi to offer con-
dolences. He said Indian
relief materials were al-
ready being handed over
and that more medical sup-
plies would reach soon.
Jaishankar later wrote that
both sides also discussed
progress in their bilateral
ties and welcomed growing
people-to-people engage-
ment between India and
Afghanistan.

Former President Yoon faces new perjury charges

SEOUL

South Korea’s special counsel
team announced on Thursday
that former President Yoon
Suk Yeol has been additionally
indicted on charges of perjury.
The team said Yoon gave false
testimony during the insurrec-
tion trial of former Prime Min-
ister Han Duck-soo.

Yoon is already standing
trial for insurrection and other
charges linked to his failed
attempt to impose martial law
last December. Investigators
say he falsely suggested that
the Cabinet meeting he held
before declaring martial law
had been planned before Han
advised it. Assistant special
counsel Park Ji-young said
the new perjury charge was
filed based on Yoon’s state-
ments during Han’s trial.

During last month’s hear-
ing, Yoon was asked whether
Han had proposed holding a
Cabinet meeting to make the
martial law declaration appear
legitimate. Yoon objected to
the question and said, “Cabi-
net members are not dolls
who came to create an out-
ward appearance.” However,
the special counsel team be-
lieves Yoon originally had no
intention of calling a Cabinet
meeting and only agreed after
Han insisted it would add
credibility.

In a separate case, prosecu-

tors have demanded a 15-year
prison sentence for former first
lady Kim Keon Hee. She was
indicted in August on charges
including corruption, bribery
and violations of the Capital
Market Act and Political
Funds Act. Kim is accused of
working with the former head
of Deutsch Motors and another
associate to manipulate the
company’s stock between
2010 and 2012, earning 810
million won in illegal profits.
For this charge alone, the team
requested 11 years in prison, a
fine of 2 billion won and for-
feiture of 811 million won.
Kim is also accused of ac-
cepting free opinion polls
worth 270 million won with
her husband ahead of the
2022 presidential election in
exchange for helping secure a
political nomination.

EASING ALCOHOL BAN

Iran seeks
stronger trade ties
with neighbours

TEHRAN

Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyyed Abbas Araghchi has
said that his ministry is ready
to expand Iran’s economic
and trade relations, especially
with neighbouring countries.
Local media reported on
Thursday that Araghchi made
these remarks during a meet-
ing with a group of lawmak-
ers, where he discussed re-
gional and global develop-
ments and highlighted ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts to pro-
tect Iran’s national interests.

Araghchi underlined the
need for strong cooperation
between Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry and the Parliament to
help the country meet its dip-
lomatic goals. He said this
coordination is important for
strengthening Iran’s position
in the region.

Earlier this week, Araghchi
also spoke about the Foreign
Ministry’s work to defend the
rights and interests of Iran, he
said maintaining national uni-
ty is essential for overcoming
threats from what he called
Iran’s enemies.

He noted that Iran’s re-
sponse to attacks by Israel
and the United States marked
an important moment in the
country’s recent history. He
praised the determination of
the Iranian people in resisting
foreign pressure and refusing
what he called “illegitimate

Iran’s Foreign Minister
says the country is ready
to deepen economic and

trade ties with
neighbouring nations
while stressing unity,
national strength, and
coordinated foreign
policy efforts

and excessive” demands.

Araghchi said Iran’s recent
achievements were made pos-
sible by the leadership of the
Leader of the Revolution, the
commitment of the Armed
Forces, and the unity of the
people. He described these as
key factors in achieving what
he called a historic victory for
the nation.

The minister also stressed
the importance of strengthen-
ing Iran’s overall national
power. He highlighted the
need to improve defence ca-
pabilities, support social uni-
ty, and tackle economic chal-
lenges. Araghchi said the
government is working to
ease the country’s economic
problems and improve stabil-
ity for its citizens.

Strong earthquake in
Xinjiang highlights China’s
seismic vulnerability

XINJIANG

A strong earthquake measur-
ing 6.2 on the Richter scale
shook China’s Xinjiang re-
gion on Thursday, the Nation-
al Center for Seismology
(NCS) reported. The quake
struck at a shallow depth of
10 km, increasing the likeli-
hood of aftershocks and stron-
ger surface shaking. The NCS
posted details on X, noting
the tremor occurred at
13:14:07 IST at latitude 41.10
N and longitude 78.61 E.

Just two days earlier, on
December 2, the region expe-
rienced another earthquake of
magnitude 3.9, also at a depth
of 10 km. Shallow quakes like
these typically cause more
damage because seismic
waves reach the surface
quickly and with greater
intensity.

China’s geography makes it
one of the world’s most earth-
quake-prone countries, posi-
tioned between the cir-
cum-Pacific and circum-Indi-
an seismic belts. The move-
ment of the Pacific, Indian

and Philippine plates has
created extensive fracture
zones across the region.

Since the early 20th centu-
ry, China has recorded more
than 800 earthquakes of mag-
nitude 6 or higher. Nearly all
provinces and autonomous
regions have been struck at
some point, except Guizhou,
Zhejiang and Hong Kong. Ac-
cording to the Science Muse-
ums of China, more than
5,50,000 people have died in
earthquakes in China since
1900, representing over half
of global earthquake casual-
ties during that period.

Since 1949, the country has
experienced more than 100
destructive quakes, with East
China alone witnessing 14
major events. These disasters
have killed more than
2,70,000 people and de-
stroyed over 7 million rooms
across 300,000 square kilo-
metres.

Experts warn that China’s
vulnerability to earthquakes
and other natural disasters re-
mains a major challenge, even
during stable times.

Thailand eases longstanding afternoon alcohol ban

BANGKOK

Thailand has paused its de-
cades-old afternoon alcohol
ban, raising questions about
why the rule existed in the
first place. The government
has eased the restriction for
180 days to help boost tour-
ism during the peak travel
season.

The ban began in 1972,
when Thailand blocked alco-
hol sales between 2 pm and 5

workers might leave their of-
fices for mid-day drinks, low-
ering productivity. To prevent
this, the government restricted
legal alcohol sales during
those hours, and the policy
remained in place for more
than 50 years.

But what made sense in the
1970s became confusing for
modern travellers. Thailand,
known for its beaches, lively
nightlife and party spots, also
had one of the strictest day-

months, alcohol can be sold
from 11 am to midnight while
a committee reviews the ef-
fects of the change.

Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, who took of-
fice in September, has made
tourism revival a major goal.
Officials say the workplace
reasons behind the old
rule no longer apply in to-
day’s environment. Deputy
Prime Minister Sophon
Saram recently remarked, “In

: ; : z : j : : : dlglts between pm. The rule was not original-  time alcohol rules in Asia.  afternoon. Some even faced  covering and the festive sea-  the past, the fear was that
1and9. ly meant for tourists but for =~ Many tourists were surprised  fines of up to 10,000 baht for  son approaching, the govern-  state employees would sneak

T tjej4|3|8]5]2|° government employees. Offi-  when bars and shops suddenly ~ breaking the rule. ment has temporarily relaxed  out to drink. Times have

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle cials at the time feared that  stopped selling alcohol in the Now, with tourism still re-  the rule. For the next six changed.”
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Mahindra sells
3.58% stakein
CIE Automotive

New Delhi
Mahindra & Mahindra
announced that its Mau-
ritius-based arm, Mahin-
dra Overseas Investment
Company Ltd., has sold a
3.58% stake in CIE Auto-
motive S.A. for about 119
million euros. The deal
was confirmed through a
regulatory filing on Thurs-
day. CIE Automotive, a
global auto components
company, is an associate
of Mahindra’s subsidiary.
The sale represents only
part of the subsidiary’s
total holding. Mahindra
has not disclosed the
reason behind the move,
but officials said the
transaction was com-
pleted smoothly. The
company noted that the
sale will support its fi-
nancial plans and ongo-
ing business strategies
without affecting existing
partnerships.

Alkem labs
served costly
GST notice

New Delhi
Alkem Laboratories said
on Thursday that it has
received a GST demand
notice of ¥27.14 lakh from
the Uttarakhand authori-
ties. The order, issued by
the Dehradun Central
GST Division, covers the
period from 2018-19 to
2022-23. Along with the
tax demand, a penalty of
%2779 lakh has also been
imposed. The authorities
have further asked the
company to pay interest
under the CGST, SGST
and IGST Acts. Alkem
stated inits filing that it is
reviewing the notice and
will take appropriate
steps. The company as-
sured that the matter will
not affect its regular
business operations.

(&I green
energy set for
big surge

New Delhi
India’s commercial and
industrial (C&l) renewa-
ble energy capacity is ex-
pected to grow sharply
to 60—-80 GW by 2030, a
senior government offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Speaking at the ClI Indi-
aEdge event, New and
Renewable Energy Sec-
retary Santosh Kumar
Sarangi noted that C&l
installations are rising
fast and may cross 6 GW
in 2025 alone. The C&l
segment includes facto-
ries, offices, malls,
schools and hospitals
that either install their
own green power units or
source power from de-
velopers. Sarangi said
the growing shift to clean
energy in this sector
shows strong demand
and a steady move to-
ward sustainable power
use.

Luxury Time
Limited IPO set for
market debut

New Delhi
Luxury Time Limited, a
distributor of Swiss luxu-
ry watch brands like TAG
Heuer, Zenith and Bomb-
erg, will open its
%18.74-crore IPO on De-
cember 4. Founded in
2008, the company also
supplies watch-service
tools from Swiss makers
Bergeon and Horotec.
The issue includes a
fresh sale of 18.28 lakh
shares worth %15 crore
and an offer for sale of
4.56 lakh shares worth
%3.74 crore. The price
band is fixed at¥78-%82
per share. Luxury Time
operates in distribution,
retail and after-sales ser-
vice, and aims to
strengthen its operations
with the market listing.
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‘nan masala’to fund

health and security programs

The Minister said GST taxes consumption, so a new 40% cess is planned as
compensation ends, leaving some pan masala untaxed

NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Thursday
moved the Health Security se
National Security Cess Bill,
2025 in the Lok Sabha for
consideration and passing.
She said the Bill aims to raise
stable funds for two key ar-
eas—public health and na-
tional security.

Explaining the reason be-
hind the proposal, the Minis-
ter noted that the GST system
taxes consumption, not pro-
duction. Products like pan
masala are taxed at 28 per
cent plus compensation cess

under GST, but since the
compensation cess is ending,
the government plans to shift
this portion into a new 40 per
cent cess. She added that
many varieties of pan masala
still fall outside the tax net
because GST does not consid-

er production capacity.

Sitharaman explained that
excise duty taxes production,
which is why cigarettes are
under excise. However, pan
masala is not classified as an
excisable product, so it cannot
be taxed the same way. The
new Bill introduces a produc-
tion-based cess to address this
gap and discourage the use of
harmful goods.

She stressed that the cess
will apply only to demerit
goods and not essential items.
The revenue will support na-
tional security needs and help
address the heavy health bur-
den caused by such products.

Congress MP Varun Chaud-
hury suggested sending the
Bill to a Select Committee,
pointing out that its title ap-
pears bilingual. The Bill, in-
troduced on December 1, pro-
poses a cess on products like
pan masala, with rates rang-
ing from Rs 1.01 crore to Rs
25.47 crore per machine per
month. Penalties include fines
and imprisonment for serious
fraud.

A structured appeals pro-
cess and strict inspection
powers are included. The Bill
aims to provide predictable
resources for public health
and security.

‘AT drives
growth for
India’s small
businesses’

NEW DELHI

India’s small businesses are
stepping into 2026 with
strong confidence in technol-
ogy, especially Artificial In-
telligence (AI). A new report
shows that 83 per cent of In-
dia’s small business
leaders now believe Al is es-
sential for growth. The
data, shared by LinkedIn, ex-
plains how AlI, trust, and
strong professional networks
are shaping the next phase
of entrepreneurship in the
country.

The Small Business Work
Change India Report
highlights a big rise in
people choosing to become
entrepreneurs. In just
one year, the number of
LinkedIn members adding
“founder” to their profiles
has grown by 104 per cent.
More than 70 per cent of pro-
fessionals now say they want
to work for themselves,
showing a shift toward inde-
pendent work and business
ownership.

Al is becoming deeply
connected to daily business
activities for small and
medium companies. Accord-
ing to the report, 82 per
cent of small business lead-
ers feel that Al has made it
easier to start and manage a
business. Nearly 97 per
cent are already using Al
tools in different ways. Al
learning is also rising. Com-
panies with 11 to 200 em-
ployees have increased their
Al literacy by 52 per cent,
and 81 per cent of
small businesses are
actively investing in AT skill
development.

Experts believe generative
Al could add $621 billion in
productivity to India,
with small businesses con-
tributing almost 30 per
cent of that growth. LinkedIn
India Country Manager Ku-
maresh Pattabiraman said
the country’s small business-
es are growing with
“extraordinary speed and
ambition.”

The report also shows that
building trust is now
more important than ever.
More than 60 per cent of
small business owners
worldwide create their own
online content, and over 70
per cent say authenticity
matters. In India, 82 per cent
of marketers say buyers
now check information
through trusted people before
purchasing, and 77 per cent
feel professional networks
strongly support a brand’s
reputation.

Unions with 51% votes gain sole bargaining rights, and a new
reskilling fund supports retrenched workers in India

New labour codes promise fairer
work system: Brickwork Ratings

NEW DELHI

India’s new labour codes are
being seen as a major step to-
ward improving worker pro-
tection while also reducing
the compliance burden for
employers. A new report by
Brickwork Ratings said these
reforms will help build a
modern, inclusive, and com-
petitive labour system that
supports both worker welfare
and business growth.

According to the report, the
new laws simplify many ad-
ministrative procedures
through digital filings and sin-
gle registrations. This helps
companies reduce paperwork
and easily adjust their work-
force when needed. Higher
thresholds for retrenchment
approvals are expected to
make India more invest-
ment-friendly.

The codes introduce many

worker-centric measures.
These include universal min-
imum wages, equal pay for
men and women, and over-
time wages at twice the nor-
mal rate. Fixed-term employ-
ment is now formally rec-
ognised, and such employees
become eligible for gratuity
after one year. The reforms
also introduce work-from-
home provisions, a 60-day
strike notice rule, and a raised
retrenchment approval limit—
from 100 to 300 workers—
under the Industrial Relations
Code.

Trade unions receiving 51
per cent of votes will now
have exclusive negotiating
rights. The government has
also created a re-skilling fund
to support workers who lose
jobs due to retrenchment.

One of the most important
changes comes under the
Code on Social Security,

2020. It expands EPFO, ESI,
and gratuity benefits to gig
and platform workers, giving
them long-awaited formal
recognition. National social
security coverage is expected
to rise to over 64 per cent of
the workforce in 2025, com-
pared to just 19 per cent a de-
cade ago.

The four unified labour
codes—covering wages, So-
cial security, industrial rela-
tions, and occupational safe-
ty—replace 29 older labour
laws and officially came into
effect on November 21.

Domestic investors drive
strong market momentum

MUMBAI

Domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) have poured
a massive $81.3 billion
into Indian stock markets
so far in 2025, surpassing
the total inflows recorded
in all of 2024. A new re-
port by Motilal Oswal Fi-
nancial Services Ltd.
(MOFSL) revealed that
this strong domestic buy-
ing came even as foreign
institutional investors
(FIIs) pulled out $16.2
billion during the same
period.

According to the report,
company earnings tracked
by MOFSL grew 12 per
cent year-on-year in Q2
FY26. However, Nifty
earnings rose only 2 per
cent, marking the sixth con-
secutive quarter of sin-
gle-digit profit growth.
Mid-cap and small-cap
companies delivered much
stronger results, with Nifty

Midcap-150 profits rising
27 per cent and Nifty
Smallcap-250 profits up 37
per cent.

Domestic investors con-
tinued their steady buying,
adding $8.7 billion in No-
vember alone — their 28th
straight month of positive
inflows. Meanwhile, for-
eign investor activity re-
mained nearly flat for the
month. The report added
that about 60 per cent of
Nifty companies closed
November with gains.
Technology, PSU banks,
and healthcare sectors
showed solid month-on-
month growth, while PSBs,

auto, and metals dominated
performance for the year so
far.

Despite pressure on In-
dia’s manufacturing sector
due to US tariffs, domestic
demand remained strong. A
GST-driven boost in con-
sumption during Q2 and
higher government spend-
ing in Q3 are expected to
help offset weak export
figures.

The report said India’s
forex reserves stayed high
at $688 billion, with the ru-
pee trading at Rs 89.5 per
US dollar. Market activity
remained firm, with daily
cash volumes rising 6 per
cent month-on-month and
F&O volumes touching
their second-highest level
of the year.

India’s total market capi-
talisation stands at $5.3
trillion, slightly lower
than its September 2024
peak, as global markets
outperformed.

GLOBAL UNGERTAINTY IMPACT

L L v
+158.51PTS | +47.75PTS
SENSEX NIFTY

85,265.32 | 26,033.75 89.98

-0.18 PAISE
USD/INR

O ibcworldnews.com

9

GOLD SILVER
12,994/1GM | 179,020/1KG }

Government
reaffirms dignity for
honest taxpayers

NEW DELHI

The government has reiterat-
ed its commitment to creating
a business environment where
honest taxpayers can work
with dignity and without fear.
Union Minister of State for
Finance, Pankaj Chaudhary,
made this statement during
the 68th Founding Day cele-
brations of the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
held in the capital on
Thursday.

Chaudhary said the govern-
ment is determined to make
illegal trade through India’s
land, waterways, or air risky,
difficult, and ultimately futile.
He praised DRI for its crucial
role in safeguarding the na-
tion’s economic borders since
its formation in 1957. Accord-
ing to him, DRI’s dedication
has helped the country stay
strong in the face of new
global challenges, technolog-
ical changes, and the rise of
organised international crime
networks.

CBIC Chairman Vivek
Chaturvedi also appreciated
DRI’s professionalism and its
importance in supporting fair
and legitimate trade across the
country. He urged officers to
continue using technology,
risk-management tools, and
international cooperation to
further strengthen border se-
curity.

Abhai Kumar Srivastav, Di-
rector General of DRI, reaf-
firmed the agency’s commit-

Uirechorate of
Revene Ineligenc

Central Bgarg

of

Chaudhary said the
government aims to
deter illegal trade,
praising DRI’s role since
1957 in protecting
economic borders amid
challenges, shifts, and
organized crime
networks

ment to the highest ethical
standards. He highlighted
how DRI teams continue to
bust smuggling rackets and
stop the flow of illegal funds,
which could be used by an-
ti-national groups or criminal
organisations.

During the event, DRI re-
leased its annual ‘Smuggling
in India Report 2024-25’,
which provides insights into
smuggling trends, major
achievements, upcoming
challenges, and suggested
policy changes.

The ceremony also saw par-
ticipation from 30 internation-
al delegates from 15 countries
attending the 10th Regional
Customs Enforcement Meet-
ing, highlighting India’s
growing collaboration with
global enforcement partners
in the fight against cross-bor-
der crime.

Report says India’s
growth outlook remains
strong through 2027

NEW DELHI

India’s economy is expected
to see steady and strong
growth over the next three
years, according to a new re-
port released by S&P Global
Ratings. The study says In-
dia’s GDP will grow 6.7 per
cent in 2026, rise to 7 per cent
in 2027, and settle at 6.8 per
cent in 2028. The report high-
lights that stable inflation and
strong job markets will help
support consumer spending,
especially in developed
countries.

Global economic growth is
also expected to remain sta-
ble at 3.2 per cent in both
2026 and 2027. The report
explains that while growth
may slow down in the United
States and China, the euro-
zone is showing signs of re-
covery. Emerging markets
(EMs), including India, are
expected to remain resilient
and will continue driving
global expansion.

A major reason for this im-
proved global outlook is the
better-than-expected outcome

of US tariff policies. The ac-
tual tariff impact turned out to
be lower than feared, helping
calm earlier worries. At the
same time, recent easing of
tensions between the US and
China has supported market
confidence.

S&P Global Ratings says
emerging markets will lead
world growth in 2026, con-
tributing nearly two-thirds of
global GDP expansion. EMs
are expected to grow at 4.4
per cent, compared to just
1.5 per cent in advanced
economies.

Positive factors such as the
global Al investment boom,
easy financial conditions, and
lower oil prices are also help-
ing strengthen growth. How-
ever, the report warns that too
much investment in data cen-
tres may cause financial stress
later.

Strong domestic demand,
supported by stable inflation
and favourable prices of food
and energy, is expected to
drive most of the growth in
emerging markets next year,
the report added.

Rupee slide not sign of economic weakness: Report

NEW DELHI

A new SBI Research report
has said that the recent fall of
the Indian rupee past the
90-per-dollar mark is not a
sign of weakness in the coun-
try’s economy. The study ex-
plained that the rupee’s slide
is mainly due to global uncer-
tainty, delays in the India-US
trade deal, and foreign portfo-
lio investors pulling money
out of Indian markets. It add-
ed that none of these factors
reflect any real drop in India’s
economic strength.

The report noted three ma-
jor reasons for the rupee’s

current pressure. The first is
the lack of clarity on the In-
dia-US trade agreement. The

second is the recent foreign
outflow from Indian shares
after two strong years of in-

flows. The third is the Re-
serve Bank of India’s decision
to avoid too much interven-
tion in the currency market,
allowing natural movement.

SBI Research also pointed
out that the offshore non-de-
liverable forward (NDF) mar-
ket has become more active in
recent weeks, while the US
dollar index is gaining
strength. Both developments
are adding short-term pres-
sure on the rupee.

Concerns that India’s trade
deficit is pushing the currency
down are overstated, the re-
port said. Between April and
October, India’s goods and

services deficit stood at $78
billion, only slightly higher
than $70 billion during the
same period last year.

Since April 2, when the US
announced steep tariff hikes
on many countries, the Indian
rupee has fallen by about 5.5
per cent — more than most
large global currencies. India
faces a 50 per cent US tariff,
which is higher than those im-
posed on China, Vietnam, In-
donesia, and Japan.

The report added that near-
ly $45 billion worth of Indian
exports, mainly labour-heavy
items, may be affected by the
higher tariffs.
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New Zealand build massive
lead with strong batting

A

.

CHRISTCHURCH

New Zealand took full con-
trol of the first Test against
the West Indies after power-
ful centuries from Rachin
Ravindra and Tom Latham
on Day 3 at Hagley Oval.
The hosts ended the day at
417/4, carrying a huge 481-
run lead and putting the visi-
tors under enormous pres-
sure. New Zealand started
the morning at 32/0, already
ahead by 96 runs. Latham
and Devon Conway
stretched their stand to 84
before Conway was caught
at deep point off Ojay
Shields. Shields also re-
moved Kane Williamson for
9, leaving New Zealand at
100/2. From there, the West
Indies struggled to find any
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With
New Zealand
over 400 ahead,

Rachin and Latham
added 279 runs before =

both fell, leaving
hosts scoring
heavily

success as Rachin and
Latham took charge.
Rachin reached a busy
half-century from 52 balls,
while Latham brought up his
14th Test century just before
Tea. By then, the pair had
added over 130 runs at a fast
pace. The lead crossed 300
soon after the break, with
Rachin hitting three early
boundaries to reach his hun-
dred from 107 balls. As the
second new ball arrived,
New Zealand were already
more than 400 ahead. Rachin
passed Latham’s score, and
their stand grew to 279 runs
before Kemar Roach dis-
missed Latham with an in-
swinger. Rachin later fell to

i
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SCORE BOARD

NEW ZEALAND
231 & 417/4 (Rachin
Ravindra 176,
Tom Latham 145; Ke-
mar Roach 2-61) lead
WEST INDIES
167 by 481 runs.

a sharp yorker from Shields,
but the hosts still scored
heavily.

New Zealand added 184
runs in the final session
alone, leaving the West
Indies with a mountain
to climb. The visitors
will need a remarkable
effort to stay alive in ¢
the match after fall- |
ing behind by such
a large margin.

Hardik's return
triggers bigger venue,
stronger security

HYDERABAD

Hardik Pandya’s return to cricket

‘ "™ has created such huge excitement

among fans that the Baroda—Gujarat
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy match had |
to be moved to a larger stadium. The
game, first planned at the smaller
Gymkhana Ground, was shifted to
the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadi-
um, which is better prepared for big |
crowds and stronger security needs.
Officials said the change became ||
necessary after huge groups of fans
gathered near team hotels, practice 1
areas, and ticket counters. In Baro-
da’s last match against Punjab, play
was stopped many times because fans
ran onto the field to meet Hardik. Or-
ganisers said all the buzz was mainly
for the star all-rounder, whose popu-
larity has grown even more after his
long break from the sport. One senior
official said that interest in Hardik
crossed all expectations, with crowd
numbers and enquiries rising far be-
yond normal domestic cricket levels.
Moving the match, they said, was the
only way to maintain safety and
smooth operations. Hardik returned
to action on Tuesday after months
of recovery and impressed imme-
diately by scoring an unbeaten 77
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Late bloomer
Shintomon breaks
KIUG hurdles record

JAIPUR

CB Shintomon’s inspiring
journey reached a high
point as he broke the men’s
110m hurdles record at the
Khelo India University
Games 2025. What makes
his achievement remarkable
is that he discovered athlet-
ics only four years ago. Un-
til 2021, he had never
stepped on a synthetic
track. His days were filled
with studies, school football
games, and occasional la-
bour in cardamom planta-
tions near his home in Erat-
tayar, Kerala.

His life changed when
Kerala Sports Council
Academy coach Baiju Jo-
seph noticed him during a
football match. Impressed
by his natural strength, Bai-
ju encouraged him to try
athletics. After testing
events like the 400m and

high jump,
Shintomon
finally
found his
true fit in
the 110m
hurdles.

" His prog-
ress since
then has
been

J fast
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The 23-year-old broke
the KIUG Meet Record
at Jaipur’s Sawai
Mansingh Stadium with
14.32 seconds, winning
gold as competitors
finished mere
thousandths of a
second behind.

and impressive.

The 23-year-old stunned
the crowd at Jaipur’s Sawai
Mansingh Stadium by
clocking 14.32 seconds,
breaking the KIUG Meet
Record and winning gold
for Mahatma Gandhi Uni-
versity. The race was in-
tense, with Shivaji Univer-
sity’s Vikas Ananda Khod-
ke and University of Cali-
cut’s Rahil Sakeer VP fin-
ishing only thousandths of
a second behind him. For
Shintomon, the victory
means more than a medal.
Growing up in a family
with no sports background,
he received little exposure
or support. His father, a
painter earning daily wag-
es, still knows only a little
about his sporting success.
Shintomon says the belief
shown by his coach and
college kept him going.
Though proud of his re-
cord-breaking run, he re-
mains focused on improv-
ing. He aims to beat Tejas
Shirse’s national record of
13.41 seconds and hopes to

represent India interna-

College, he is preparing
for a busy 2026 season,
motivated to push his
limits
further.

tionally. Now training
under Juilius J Man-
fesss . ayani at St. Dominic’s
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Root hits century, guides
England past 300 runs

BRISBANE

England opener Joe Root scored his maiden Test
century on Australian soil to guide the visitors past
the 300-run mark on Day 1 of the second Ashes Test
at the Gabba, Brisbane. England finished at 325/9
in 74 overs, with Root unbeaten on 135 off 202
balls, and Jofra Archer on 32 off 26 balls. England
recovered from early setbacks after Ben Duckett
and Ollie Pope were dismissed cheaply.

Zak Crawley (76*) and Root steadied
the innings with an unbeaten 93-run
partnership before stumps. England
crossed 200 when captain Ben
Stokes played a crisp off-drive to
Mitchell Starc. Stokes departed for 19 :
off 49 balls, caught off a direct hit by e a ’
Josh Inglis, followed by Jamie P
Smith falling for a duck to &
Starc. Root survived a DRS / v
LBW review off Scott Bo- v
land in the 52nd over and

moved into the nervous
90s with boundaries off
Brendan Doggett. Mitch-
ell Starc removed Will
Jacks for 19, but Root
reached his 40th

Test cen-
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off 42 balls, helping Baroda chase
223 against Punjab. He had been
away from the game since suffering
an injury during the Asia Cup Su-
per Fours match against Sri Lan-
ka, which ruled him out of sev-
eral international series.

tury in
181 deliveries in the 66th
over off Boland. Root be-
came the second English
player, after Maurice Ley-
land, to score a century
on Day 1 at the Gabba.
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Starc sets historic record, surpasses Wasim Akram

BRISBANE

Australian fast bowler Mitch-
ell Starc created history on
Thursday by becoming the
most successful left-arm fast
bowler in Test cricket. The
35-year-old achieved the
milestone on Day 1 of the
second Ashes Test in Brisbane
when he dismissed England’s
Harry Brook for 31, caught by
Steve Smith. This wicket took
Starc to 415 Test scalps, push-
ing him past Pakistan legend
Wasim Akram’s long-standing
record of 414 wickets.

Starc reached this feat at
the same ground where he

made his Test debut in 2011.

He is also one of only three
bowlers, along with Nathan
Lyon and Ravichandran Ash-
win, to take over 350 Test
wickets since 2015. Akram
warmly congratulated Starc,
calling him “Super Starc” and
praising his hard work in a
post on X. Starc crossed the
record in his 102nd Test, two
fewer than Akram’s 104. Just
last week in Perth, he deliv-
ered a brilliant 7-58 spell and
became the 21st bowler —
and 13th Australian — to take
100 Ashes wickets. In the cur-
rent Ashes squads, only Lyon
and Starc hold over 100 wick-

ets in the rivalry. Now stand-
ing 16th on the all-time wick-
et-taker list, Starc could soon
overtake Harbhajan Singh and
Shaun Pollock. He may even
challenge Sir Richard
Hadlee’s 431 wickets during
this series.

Starc completed a
five-wicket haul after dis-
missing Gus Atkinson.
Root and Archer at-
tacked the Australian
attack late, putting on

an unbeaten 61-run
stand for the final
wicket—the highest
10th-wicket partner-
ship in a day-night
Test, surpassing 59
runs by Tom Blundell
and Blair Tickner in
2023.

BRIEF SCORES
England 325/9
(Joe Root 135%,

Zak Crawley 76%;

Mitchell Starc 6/71)

vs Australia.

Inspiring jbﬁrneys of
two rising Kho Kho stars

BENGALURU

Kho Kho champion Gowtham
MK stood proudly as he re-
ceived the Karnataka Kreeda
Ratna Award, but his thoughts
went back to the days when
his father could give him only
Rs 10 as weekly pocket mon-
ey. The 27-year-old athlete,
son of an auto-rickshaw driv-
er, has risen through years of
struggle and hard work to
reach this special moment.
Gowtham’s journey began
in the 4th standard when his
school physical training
teacher, Mahadesh, noticed
his talent. His father once
dreamed of sending him to a
private school, but financial
challenges forced a change.
Encouraged by his teacher,
Gowtham joined sports at his
government school and soon
found his passion for Kho
Kho. After the 8th standard,
the Young Pioneers Sports
Club supported both his train-
ing and education, helping
him grow into a strong com-
petitor. Over the years,
Gowtham has played more
than 20 national-level tourna-
ments and represented India

in the 4th Asian Kho Kho
Championship and the first
Kho Kho World Cup, winning
gold in both events. His per-
formance in the 2018 In-
dia-Nepal Test series also
helped him secure a govern-
ment job in the Postal Depart-
ment. Today, he proudly tells
his father that he no longer
needs to drive the auto-rick-
shaw, as Gowtham can sup-
port the family. Another re-
markable story comes from
Kuruburu village in Mysuru
district, where 22-year-old
Chaithra B. also received the
Kreeda Ratna Award. Coming
from a humble farming fami-
ly, she faced hardship when
her father survived a venom-
ous snakebite after multiple
surgeries. Though she once
considered quitting Kho Kho,
she stayed determined to up-
lift her family. Chaithra has
played in over two dozen
championships and shined in
the first Kho Kho World Cup,
winning the best player
award. Both athletes symbol-
ise how passion and persever-
ance can transform lives, in-
spiring many young players
across Karnataka.

Dybantsa,
Keita lead

BYU big
win over

\ SALT LAKE CITY

Al Dybantsa and Keba
Keita each scored 22
V. points as No. 9 BYU
cruised to a 91-60 victory
over California Baptist.
Keita also grabbed 14 re-
bounds, while Robert
Wright III contributed 15
points and 11 assists, help-
ing the Cougars (7-1)
claim their fourth straight
neutral-site win, though
the game was played close
to their campus.
BYU shot 55% from the
field and forced 14 turn-
overs, converting them into
15 points. The Cougars dom-
inated inside, outscoring Cal
Baptist 48-28 in the paint.
Martel Williams led the
Lancers with 12 points, five
rebounds, and five assists,
but slowing down Dybantsa
and Keita proved impossible.
The duo combined for 28
points by halftime, sparking
runs that put BYU firmly in
control.

A key 10-0 spurt, ignited
by back-to-back baskets from
Keita and Dybantsa, gave the
Cougars a 14-5 lead. Cal
Baptist briefly narrowed the
gap, but BYU’s offense heat-
ed up again. Dybantsa and
Keita scored five baskets
during a 19-5 run that ex-
tended the lead to 40-21 with
just over two minutes left in
the first half. The Cougars
held the Lancers to just two
baskets over a nine-minute
stretch while forcing six
turnovers.

BYU continued its offen-
sive surge in the second half,
making 10 consecutive shots,
including back-to-back bas-
kets from Dybantsa, expand-
ing the lead to 70-39 with
nearly 12 minutes remaining.

BYU will face Clemson
next Tuesday in the Jimmy V
Classic in New York City.
California Baptist visits Utah
on Saturday, seeking to re-
bound from the loss.
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Olympic flame officially
begins journey to Italy

- t'.‘_

ATHENS

The Olympic flame for the
Milan Cortina Winter
Games was handed to the
Italian organizers on Thurs-
day at the historic Panathe-
naic Stadium in Athens, the
same place where the first
modern Olympics were held
nearly 130 years ago. The
ceremony, though shortened
due to forecasts of heavy
rain, still drew a few deter-
mined spectators who en-
joyed songs by Greek and
Italian performers as sun-
light briefly broke through
dark clouds.

The flame will now travel
to Italy for a 63-day relay
covering 12,000 kilometers
across all 110 Italian prov-
inces. More than 10,000
torchbearers have been ar-
ranged to guide the flame
before it reaches Milan’s
San Siro Stadium for the
opening ceremony on Febru-
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ary 6. This marks the first
time in 20 years that Italy
will host the Olympic flame.
Milan Cortina organizing
committee president
Giovanni Malago accepted
the flame with pride, saying
the moment reminded him
of the honor of carrying
such a meaningful symbol
home. Earlier in the day, the
flame was brought from the
Acropolis, where it had
burned overnight beside the
ancient Parthenon temple.
Greek water polo player
Elena Xenaki carried the
flame into the stadium and
lit a cauldron along with
members of the Greece
women’s national water polo
team. The flame itself was
originally lit on November
26 in Ancient Olympia using
a concave mirror to focus
the sun’s rays — a tradition
practiced since the 1936
Games. During the ceremo-
ny, Greece’s Olympic Com-

The Olympic
flame will tour
Italy for 63
days, covering
12,000 km
with 10,000
torchbearers
before Feb 6

mittee president Isidoros
Kouvelos handed the flame
to Malago, reminding every-
one that while the Olympics
cannot change the world en-
tirely, they can show what
respect and unity look like.
Italy’s Winter Games will
include 116 medal events,
the debut of ski mountain-
eering, the return of NHL
players in ice hockey and
increased participation of
women athletes. A separate
flame for the Winter

Paralympics will be lit in |

England on
February 24.

Sunil Narine becomes first
bowler with 600 wickets

ABU DHABI

ers, Trinbago Knight Riders,

oy

Blayern edge Union in

dramatic five-goal cup clash

BERLIN stepped up and sent Man-
uel Neuer the wrong way
to make it 2-1. But deep
into first-half stoppage
time, Union’s troubles
from dead-ball situations
returned. Under pressure,
Diogo Leite mishit a clear-
ance that looped over his
own goalkeeper, giving
Bayern a 3-1 lead at the
break.

The second half brought
more drama. Bayern lost
Aleksandar Pavlovic to
injury, and Union used the
moment to push forward.
Kane was penalised for a
foul in the box, allowing
Querfeld to score his sec-
ond penalty, cutting the
gap to 3-2 and firing up
the crowd.

Union attacked nonstop
in the final half hour, forc-
ing Bayern deeper and
testing Neuer several
times.

Bayern Munich reached
the DFB Cup quarterfinals
after surviving a tense 3-2
battle against Union Ber-
lin in a match filled with
own goals, penalties, and
strong late pressure from
the home side.

Union started with ener-
gy, backed by loud home
supporters, but Bayern
struck first from a corner
when Ilyas Ansah acciden-
tally turned a Joshua Kim-
mich delivery into his own
net. Soon after, another
Kimmich set piece helped
Bayern double their lead,
with Harry Kane heading
in from close range.

Union slowly fought
back. A VAR review gave
them hope when Jonathan
Tah was judged to have
handled the ball in the
box. Leopold Querfeld

Arsenal extend lead as
Leeds shock Chelsea

LONDON

Arsenal strengthened their
position at the top of the Pre-
mier League with a solid 2-0
win over Brentford, while
Leeds United delivered the
biggest surprise of the week
by beating Chelsea 3-1 at El-
land Road.

Arsenal struck early when
Mikel Merino scored with a
sharp header in the 11th min-
ute. Brentford struggled
throughout the match and
failed to register a single shot
on target.

The game opened
up late, allowing
~ Bukayo

Leeds
thrilled their
home fans with a
3-1 win over Chelsea,
with Bijol and Tanaka
scoring early, Neto
replying, and Calvert-
Lewin sealing the
victory.

Saka to seal the result in stop-
page time after running onto
Merino’s accurate pass.

The win extended Arsenal’s
unbeaten run to 18 matches in
all competitions and gave
them a five-point lead at the
top. Leeds impressed their
home crowd with a spirited
3-1 victory over Chelsea.
First-half strikes from Jaka
Bijol and Ao Tanaka put them
firmly in control.

Pedro Neto pulled one back
for Chelsea early in the sec-
ond half, but Dominic
Calvert-Lewin restored
Leeds’ cushion in the
72nd minute to com-
plete a memorable
win.

Aston Villa
climbed to third
place after a
thrilling 4-3

comeback win
over Brighton.
Brighton led 2-0
through Jan Paul
van Hecke and a Pau
Torres own goal, but
Ollie Watkins began the fight-
back before halftime. Amadou
Onana and Donyell Malen

KM Asif sparks Kerala
shock win over Mumbai

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Scoreboard:
Kerala 178/5 (Samson
46, Vinod 43) beat
Mumbai 163 all out
(Khan 52, Rahane 32;
Asif 5/24) by 15 runs.

Kerala pulled off a stun-
ning 15-run victory over
defending champions
Mumbai in a Group A Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(SMAT) match on Thurs-
day, thanks to a brilliant
five-wicket haul by pacer
KM Asif. The 32-year-old
has been in fine form this
season, claiming 13 wick-
ets at this venue alone.
Kerala posted a compet-
itive 178 for 5 in their 20
overs. Opener Sanju Sam-
son, recently transferred
from Rajasthan Royals to
Lucknow Super Kings, led

hopes alive. However, KM
Asif’s fiery spell turned the
match around, as he dis-
missed key batters includ-
ing Sairaj Patil, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, and Ishan Kis-
han. He finished with fig-
ures of 5 for 24, supported
by Vignesh Puthur’s 2 for
31, to leave Mumbai reel-
ing at 149 for 7.

Kerala eventually

Mystery spinner Sunil Narine
made history on Wednesday by
becoming the first cricketer to
take 600 wickets in competitive
T20 cricket. The 37-year-old
West Indies star achieved the
milestone while playing for
Abu Dhabi Knight Riders
against Sharjah Warriorz in the
World ILT20.

Narine claimed the landmark
wicket by dismissing Tom
Abell, a moment celebrated by
his franchise. Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders honoured him
with a special edition jersey
featuring the number 600 to
mark the achievement. The
milestone highlights Na-
rine’s consistent brilliance .
and longevity in T20 =
cricket, cementing his
place among the
game’s greatest bowl-
ers.

Over his illustrious
career, Narine has rep- 4
resented Kolkata
Knight Riders, Abu
Dhabi
Knight
Rid-

¥
L B

e

and Los Angeles Knight Rid-
ers, impressing fans worldwide
with his deceptive variations
and match-winning spells. His
ability to bamboozle batters has
made him a key figure in every
franchise he has played for,
earning respect from team-
mates and opponents alike.
“The Knight Riders family
stands immensely proud of Na-
rine’s extraordinary achieve-
ment, recognising that this re-
cord may well stand the test of
time as one of cricket’s most
enduring milestones,” the fran-
chise said in a statement on
Thursday.
Narine’s 600 wickets in
T20 cricket not only
= rcflect his skill but
also his dedication
and adaptability
across leagues
globally. As the
cricketing world
celebrates this
landmark, Narine
continues to in-
spire aspiring spin-
ners with his craft
and passion for
the game.
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enough.

straight games.

pushed Villa ahead 4-2, and
although Van Hecke scored
again late on, it was not

Liverpool were held

1-1 at home by Sun-

- derland, with Florian
Wirtz rescuing a
point through a de-
flected shot after
Chemsdine Talbi had
given Sunderland the lead.
Crystal Palace claimed a nar-
row 1-0 win over Burnley,
who have now lost five

able total.

the charge with a 28-ball
46, hitting eight boundaries
and a six. Vishnu Vinod
contributed a patient 40-
ball 43, while Mohammed
Azharuddeen’s quick 32
helped Kerala set a defend-

Mumbai, chasing 179,
looked solid early with
Ajinkya Rahane scoring 32
off 18 balls and Sarfaraz
Khan making 52. A 80-run
second-wicket stand with
Suryakumar Yadav kept

bowled out the visitors for
163 in 19.4 overs.

This was Mumbai’s first
loss in five games, while
Kerala moved to third in
the five-team pool with 12
points. Despite the defeat,
Mumbai remain at the top
with 16 points.

The win highlights Ker-
ala’s fighting spirit and
Asif’s match-winning abil-
ity, giving the team a ma-
jor boost in the SMAT
standings.

Kalikesh Singh Deo begins

full term as

MOHALI

Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo
has officially begun his first
full four-year term as Presi-
dent of the National Rifle As-
sociation of India (NRAI) after
being elected unopposed at the
NRALI general body meeting
on Thursday. The elections
were conducted under the su-
pervision of Justice (Retd)
Nirmaljit Kaur, the Returning
Officer.

Deo expressed gratitude to
the general body and empha-
sized the importance of sus-
taining India’s recent success-
es in shooting. “Indian shoot-
ing has currently seen its most
successful phase in history
over the last couple of years,
both in terms of success and
popularity, and that increases
our responsibilities manifold,”

NRAI Chief

he said. “We promise to leave
no stone unturned to accelerate
this growth momentum and
maximise the potential of our
talented athletes.”

Pawan Singh, elected unop-
posed as a key office-bearer,
highlighted the use of technol-
ogy to identify and nurture
talent nationwide, as well as
training coaches and shooters
for alternate careers after re-
tirement.

The elections also formal-
ized a new Executive Commit-
tee and Governing Body. Key
members include Olympic
bronze medallist Gagan Na-
rang, Kunti Malik, Zorawar
Singh Sandhu, and Elavenil
Valarivan. Amit Sanghi was
elected Senior Vice President,
while Kanwar Sultan Singh
and Sushma Singh were elect-
ed Vice Presidents.

Jenkins hurt by NASCAR
‘take-it-or-leave-it’ deal

CHARLOTTE

Front Row Motorsports owner
Bob Jenkins testified Wednes-
day that he felt “honestly very
hurt” by NASCAR’s last-min-
ute “take-it-or-leave-it” charter
agreement, which arrived with
just hours to sign a 112-page
document. The federal antitrust
trial also involves 23XI Motor-
sports, co-owned by Michael
Jordan and Denny Hamlin,
challenging NASCAR’s char-
ter system.

Jenkins said the offer came
at 6 p.m. on a Friday with a
midnight deadline, leaving lit-
tle time for review. “No attor-
ney on the East Coast was
available to read a 112-page
document,” he noted. Jenkins
requested an extension, but
NASCAR Commissioner Steve
Phelps clarified it was only for

review, saying, “Negotiations
are concluded. We are not
re-opening the document.”

The agreement, which went
into effect this year, ended
years of negotiations. Jenkins
described it as “insulting” and
a step backward, saying NA-
SCAR used pressure tactics as
13 of 15 teams had already
signed. He testified the deal
made team owners vulnerable
despite the charter guarantee-
ing race entry and a share of
revenue.

Jenkins, a lifelong NASCAR
fan, emphasized he has never
turned a profit running Front
Row, estimating losses of $100
million even after winning the
Daytona 500 in 2021. He and
23XI contend NASCAR acts
as a monopoly, limiting teams’
revenue and flexibility.

Ortiz surges, Mcllroy struggles at Australian Open

MELBOURNE

Mexican golfer Carlos Ortiz
fired a brilliant six-under-par 65
to share the first-round lead with
Australia’s Elvis Smylie and
New Zealand’s Ryan Fox at the
Australian Open on Thursday,
while Rory Mcllroy struggled in
tricky, blustery conditions at
Royal Melbourne.

Ortiz’s round featured six bird-

ies, two bogeys, and a spectacu-
lar eagle on the 17th hole, giving
him momentum late in the day.
“You had to respect the golf
course and I think I did a great
job,” he said. “We planned it,
stayed smart, hit greens, and
made some good putts.” Smylie,
23, thrilled the home crowd with
seven birdies against a single bo-
gey, showcasing creativity and
careful shot placement in chal-

lenging winds. Fox matched the
leaders with eight birdies and
two bogeys, keeping the early
leaderboard tightly packed. Den-
mark’s Rasmus Neergaard-Pe-
tersen (67) joined France’s
Clement Charmasson and Scot-
land’s Cameron Adam two
strokes back, also eyeing the top
spot. Mcllroy, a five-time major
champion and 2013 Australian
Open winner, could not handle

the wind as he carded one-over
72. Despite five birdies, six bo-
geys—including mistakes at the
first, fourth, seventh, 11th, 12th,
and 16th—Ieft him off the pace.
“It was a wonderful atmo-
sphere,” Mcllroy said. “Condi-
tions were tricky, and I need to
putt better. I made some birdies
but also too many mistakes.
Hopefully, it’s better in the next
rounds.”




haam Debuts

as Director

with Uplifting

Indie Track

ctor Shaam, known for
his long-standing ca-
reer in Tamil cinema,

has stepped into direction with
an inspiring Indie song titled
Varum Vetri. The track is sung
by Kannada star Kichcha
Sudeep, adding star appeal to
the project.

Shaam has both directed and
produced the musical album
under his banner, SIR Studios.
Actress Neera appears along-
side him, bringing vibrancy to
the song’s theme of aspiration.
Composer Amrish scores the
track, while choreographer
Sridhar Master enhances it
with energetic dance moves.
The album will be released
globally by T-Series.

The project’s technical crew
includes cinematographer K.
A. Sakthivel, editor Lawrence
Kishore, lyricist Jagan, art di-
rector V. R. Rajavel, stunt co-
ordinator Monster Mukesh,
and costume designer Neera.

Meanwhile, Shaam has
wrapped filming for The
Trainer, director P. Velmanik-
kam’s action thriller inspired

by the Tamil Nadu
Police’s Kaavalan
app. The film stars
Srikanth as a skilled
dog trainer with a
trained dog named
Lee playing a key
role. Shaam por-
trays a police offi-
cer in a plot in-
volving a criminal
gang controlled
by an acupuncture
doctor. Packed
with eight major
action sequences,
the film promises
an intense view-
ing experience.

he songs and trail-

er launch ceremo-

ny of the film with a
different film title

‘Kempu Haladi Hasi-

ru’ was held at Sri Re-

nukamba Studio. This

is the third time that
PrasadKumar Naik is
investing through

the Sunrise

Enter-
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Cameron Confirms New Avatar

tainment and Films banner.
Mani.A.J.Karthikeyan, who
has directed one Tulu film,
has said an action cut for a
Kannada film for the first
time. It will have a meaning-
ful tagline of 'Stop, Think and
Proceed in Life'. Prasad Irla
and Harish Dhasmana are also
identified as producers under
Balaji Film Works.
SrihanDeepak, the son of a
businessman who for some
reason becomes a delivery
boy, is the Hero. Divya
Suresh is the Heroine. Fa-
mous Tulu film actor Arvind
Bolar, Shailashri Mulki, who
played the main role in ‘Ondu
Motteya Kathe’, and Chin-
dodi Vijaykumar, Srijan,
Meenakshiharthi, Manas,
Umesh Hegde Kadthala,
etc. have acted in the film.

Cinematography is by
Manjunath Nayak, Director
and four songs written by
Kishore Moodbidre have been
composed by Mumbai-based
Vikash Vishwakarma. Editing
is by Satish Irla, background

Life is like a traffic sgna

music is by Prem Bharat, and
dance is by Geetha (Spe).
Film has been shot in beauti-
ful locations of Mangalore

and Udupi. The film is
planned to be released in the
first week of December.

Costly Climax Filming
Begins for Mythic Epic

Nagabandham

he team behind
Abhishek Nama’s
much-awaited pan-Indian
film Nagabandham, star-
ring Virat Karrna, Nabha
Natesh, and Iswarya Me-
non, has begun shooting
its grand climax sequence.
Shot at Ramanaidu Stu-
dios, the finale is de-
scribed as one of the most
ambitious ever attempted
in a mythological action
drama, carrying an esti-
mated cost of 320 crore
for the climax alone.
A massive set featuring
a monumental sacred
door—crafted by produc-
tion designer Ashok Ku-
mar—forms the center-
piece of the sequence,

aprakash, Murali Sharma,
and B. S. Avinash in key
supporting roles. Nagab-
andham delves into the
mysteries of India’s an-
cient Vishnu temples, ex-
ploring the sacred ritual of
Nagabandham. Inspired
by treasure discoveries at
legendary temples such as
Padmanabhaswamy and
Puri Jagannath, the narra-
tive blends myth, history,
and modern intrigue.
Cinematographer Soun-
dar Rajan S leads the visu-
al storytelling, while Abhe
and Junaid Kumar com-
pose the music. Dialogues
are by Kalyan Chakravar-
thy, editing by Santosh
Kamireddy, and art direc-

echoing the grandeur of tion by Ashok Kumar.
ancient temple architec- Produced by Kishore
ture. To elevate the action, Annapureddy and

the makers have enlisted
acclaimed Thai stunt mas-
ter Kecha Khamphakdee.

The film includes a
strong ensemble cast with
Jagapathi Babu, Jay-

Nishitha Nagireddy, with
story and screenplay by
Abhishek Nama, the film
is set for release in Telu-
gu, Hindi, Tamil, Kanna-
da, and Malayalam.

Saga After Fire and Ash Finale

ames Cameron has revealed

that Avatar: Fire and Ash,
releasing December 19, will
conclude the franchise’s first
major saga. The filmmaker ex-
plained that the first three
films were designed as a sin-
gle, unified narrative arc, mak-
ing the third installment more
of a culmination than a tradi-
tional sequel. In an interview
with 109, Cameron noted, “I
don’t think of Fire and Ash as
a sequel. I think it was a cul-

three films was embedded in
the franchise’s original blue-
print. Viewing the upcoming
movie as the “third act,” he
said, offers a healthier per-

mination of a saga.” He added
that the story direction for all

spective on the long-term sto-
rytelling approach.

Bahul Ramesh Praises

Love Today as Bold,
Innovative Romance

riter-cinematographer Bahul Ramesh

has hailed Pradeep Ranganathan’s
Love Today as a refreshing
and inventive take on mod-
ern relationships, far re-
moved from what he
calls the “cliched and
cheesy” storytelling com-
mon in contemporary
love dramas. Speaking to
Galatta Plus, he said the
film’s daring look at love
influenced by smart-
phones, social media, and
mistrust is
what makes ..
it stand out
for today’s
audiences.

Bahul praised

Pradeep Ranga-
nathan for boldly
taking on the
roles of writer,
director, and lead
actor, calling it a
courageous creative
decision. He noted
that Pradeep’s meticu-
lous approach ensured
“every single second
of the movie
counted,” result-
ing in a film
packed with
unique touches.

s

He highlighted the innovative montage
. moments and VFX inserts used during

non-dialogue scenes, add-
ing that these choices
boosted both humor
and pace while appeal-
ing to younger viewers
who prefer fast, visu-
|| ally engaging storytell-
1|l ing. Love Today, which
1| sparked debate for its
unfiltered portrayal of
modern ro-
mance, became a
major commercial
success by crossing
%100 crore worldwide.
Bahul also shared
screenplays he
admires—rang-
4 ing from Kan-
. we ¢ nathil Muth-
§ amittal and
Aadukalam to
The Prestige,
Ugly, Inter-
stellar, and
Kapoor and
Sons—plac-
ing Love To-
day among
! films he con-
siders fear-
less in their
narrative
choices.

LOCKDOWN

Release Postponed
Again After Cyclone

Anupama Parameswaran’s Lockdown,
a woman-centric drama inspired by
true events, has received a U/A censor
certificate but has been delayed for the
second time. Originally scheduled for De-
cember 5, the release was cancelled after
Cyclone Ditwah severely impacted Chen-
nai, flooding several areas and disrupting
normal life. The makers said the post-
ponement was to ensure the safety of
audiences, theatre staff, and distribu-
tion partners. A new release date is
yet to be announced.
Directed by AR Jeeva, Lock-
down earned praise through its
trailer for its intense depiction of
women’s fear, isolation, and social
pressures during the 21-day nation-

wide COVID lockdown. Anupama
plays Anitha, a young woman terrified
to return home, navigating unsettling
encounters, financial stress, and
repeated attempts to reach a

doctor stranded alone. Emo-
tional moments—such as her
tearful apology to her fa-
ther—added depth to the
trailer’s impact.
The film was first set for re-
lease in June 2024 before its
latest postponement. Lockdown
features supporting perfor-
mances by Charlie, Nirosha
and Livingston, with music
by N.R. Raghunandan—Sid-
dharth Vipin and cinema-
tography by K.A. Sakthivel.
While fans are disappointed
by the delay, the team main-
tains that safety must come
first as Chennai recovers

from the cyclone.

]lmkanth Remembers
AVM Saravanan with
Heartfelt Tribute

Al

Tamil superstar Ra-
jinikanth paid an emo-
tional homage to veteran pro-
ducer AVM Saravanan, who
passed away on Thursday at
86. Calling him a true gentle-
man with a pure heart, Ra-
jinikanth said Saravanan
stood by him during his most
challenging phases.

After offering his final re-
spects, the actor described
Saravanan as someone who
deeply loved cinema and of-
ten fondly recalled his father,
“Appachi.” Rajinikanth
shared the personal bond
they nurtured over decades,
noting that he acted in nine
AVM films, all of which be-
came major successes. He
credited Saravanan as a key
reason behind their impact.

Reflecting on their collab-
orations, he highlighted Mu-

rattu Kalai in the 1980s and
Sivaji in the 2000s—both
grand productions. Ra-
jinikanth revealed that Sara-
vanan had even discussed a
new project with him in the
2020s, though it did not ma-
terialize. Deeply saddened,
he extended his condolences
to the family.

Saravanan’s passing a day
after his birthday marks the
end of an iconic era in Tamil
cinema. As the driving force
behind the prestigious AVM
banner, he shaped genera-
tions of filmmaking and
earned widespread admira-
tion. His death cast a pall
over the industry, with sever-
al production houses cancel-
ling events in tribute. Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M. K.
Stalin was among those who
paid their respects.
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