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CM DK Shivakumar moves to defuse
crisis after Reddy’s resignation

Chief Minister assures resolution as portfolio dispute rocks new Cabinet

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter D. K. Shivakumar
on Friday sought to
calm tensions within the
newly formed state
Cabinet after senior
Congress leader Rama-
linga Reddy resigned
from his ministerial
post over portfolio allo-
cation.

Reddy announced his
resignation earlier in
the day, expressing dis-
appointment over being
assigned the Major and
Medium Irrigation De-
partment instead of the
Bengaluru Develop-
ment portfolio, which
he claimed had been
promised to him.

Attempting to defuse
the situation, Shivaku-
mar described Reddy
as one of his closest

that the issue would be
resolved through dia-
logue.

Reddy, however, said
he could no longer tol-
erate what he de-
scribed as humiliation
and decided to step
down rather than work
against his conscience.

The veteran leader
clarified that he re-
mains committed to
the Congress party and
has no intention of
quitting the organisa-
tion.

Meanwhile, Karnata-
ka minister Priyank
Kharge expressed con-
fidence that senior par-
ty leaders would re-
solve the dispute soon.

The episode marks
the first significant
challenge for the Shi-
vakumar-led govern-
ment, which assumed
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"Nothing to worry. He is a great friend. We
are the closest friends among the Cabinet.
We will sort out the problem.

=-DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

“l am resigning from my post because | can-
not work against conscience. How long can |

tolerate this humiliation? “l amstill in the
Congress party. | have been with the party
for the past 53 years.”

-Ramalinga Reddy, Congress MLA

What triggered theresignation?

uExpected portfolio: Bengaluru Development )
) 4

LPortfolio allotted: Major & Medium Irrigation )
) 4

J

L Resignation submitted: June 5,2026
4
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friends and assured

office only this week.

UNALLOCATED DEPARTMENTS

K. H. MUNIYAPPA SEEKS REVIEW
OF PORTFOLIO ALLOCATION

Hours after senior minister Ramalinga Reddy ex-
pressed displeasure over portfolio allocation in the
D.K. Shivakumar government, Food and Civil Supplies
Minister K.H. Muniyappa also publicly voiced his dis-
satisfaction, urging the Congress leadership to recon-
sider the distribution of departments. Muniyappa said
seniority had not been adequately taken into account
while assigning portfolios. A veteran Congress leader
with a political career spanning nearly five decades,

he noted that several senior legislators,
including himself and Ramalinga Reddy,
deserved greater consideration. The min-
ister said he had sought portfolios such
as Social Welfare, Agriculture or Irrigation,
arguing that these departments would
provide greater opportunities to serve
the public, particularly farmers and
vulnerable sections of society.

CM admits promise to Ramalinga Reddy,
says high command took final call

Chief Minister D. K. Shivakumar on Friday acknow!-
edged that he had earlier promised the Bengaluru
Urban Development portfolio to senior Congress leader
Ramalinga Reddy, but said the final decision on port-
folio allocation was taken by the party high command.
Speaking to reporters in Bengaluru, Shivakumar said he
had personally tried to secure the portfolio for Reddy,
considering his long political experience and deep
association with Bengaluru. However, the party lead-
ership ultimately decided to assign the department to
Krishna Byre Gowda. The Chief Minister said decisions
taken by senior party leaders must be respected and
indicated that there was little scope for revisiting the
allocation. Addressing concerns raised by minister K.
H. Muniyappa over his portfolio, Shivakumar said the
matter had been discussed with the party leadership.

W

Mallikarjun Kharge
files RS nomination
from Karnataka

BENGALURU

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Friday filed his
nomination papers for the Ra-
jya Sabha elections from Kar-
nataka at Vidhana Soudha,
accompanied by top party
leaders in a display of unity
ahead of the June 18 polls.

Kharge, who currently
serves as the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, submitted his nomina-
tion papers before Assembly
Secretary M.K. Vishalakshi.
His present term in the Upper
House is scheduled to end on
June 25.

The nomination event was
attended by Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, Karnataka Chief
Minister D. K. Shivakumar,
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, Congress general
secretaries Randeep Singh
Surjewala and K. C. Venugo-
pal, along with several minis-
ters and party functionaries.

The Congress has also
nominated Pawan Khera and
Mansoor Ali Khan as its can-

RS Election 2026 — Cong

Candidates from K’taka

m Mallikarjun Kharge —
AICC President

m Pawan Khera — AICC
Media & Publicity
Department Chairman

® Mansoor Ali Khan —
AICC Secretary

KEY DATES
m Nomination filed:
June 5, 2026

m Rajya Sabha election:
June 18, 2026

m Kharge’s term ends:
June 25, 2026

didates for the Rajya Sabha
elections from Karnataka.
Party sources said both lead-
ers are expected to file their
nominations separately.

Khera heads the Congress
party’s media and publicity
department, while Mansoor
Ali Khan previously contest-
ed the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions from the Bengaluru
Central constituency.

‘Karnataka deepens Europe ties as
DKS meets German EU leaders

BENGALURU

Karnataka strengthened its
engagement with Europe on
Friday as Chief Minister D.
K. Shivakumar held high-lev-
el discussions with a German
delegation and received
strong endorsement

from the European “
Union’s envoy to

India.
The

Chief

"Over
900 European
companies work, invest

Minister met a = andcreatejobsinKarnataka ~ dustries. In a
delegation led across cutting-edge sectors, parallel develop-
by Mario Voigt, =~ withabright futureahead." =~ ment, Herve
the Minis- Herve Delphin, EU Delphin high-
ter-President of Ambassador to lighted Karnata-
the German state india ka’s importance in

of Thuringia, to ex-

plore opportunities for
greater investment, tech-
nology collaboration and eco-
nomic cooperation. Industries
Minister M. B. Patil and Indus-
tries Department Principal
Secretary S Selvakumar also
attended the meeting.

The discussions focused on
expanding partnerships in ad-
vanced manufacturing, semi-
conductors, renewable energy,
biotechnology, electric vehi-
cles and innovation-driven in-

Europe’s investment
strategy in India. Fol-
lowing his interaction with
Shivakumar, Delphin noted
that Karnataka ranks among
the top destinations for Euro-
pean businesses in the country.
The renewed engagement
comes as Karnataka seeks to
attract more global investments
and position itself as a hub for
next-generation technologies,
manufacturing and research.
The meetings underscore Kar-
nataka’s efforts to strengthen

BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition R. Ashoka on
Friday alleged that internal rebellion had
already erupted within the Congress
government, claiming dissatisfaction
over portfolio allocation had exposed
deep divisions in the ruling party just
days after the swearing-in ceremony.
Speaking to reporters, Ashoka said
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar had
failed to honour promises made to se-
nior leaders, particularly regarding the
allocation of the Bengaluru Urban De-
velopment portfolio. Referring to the
resignation offered by Ramalinga Red-
dy, Ashoka alleged that the Chief Min-
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KARNATAKA-EUROPE
PARTNERSHIP

m 900+ European
companies operating in
Karnataka

m Focus sectors:
Semiconductors, EVs,
biotech, renewable
energy

m Key partner: German
state of Thuringia

m Objective: Investment,
technology transfer
and skills exchange

ister had gone back on his word.

He claimed that dissatisfaction was
visible among several ministers and
cited reported objections raised by se-

international partnerships and
attract high-value investments
that generate jobs and drive

economic growth.

Cong facing rebellwn within days of govt formation: Ashoka
-

"With just one-and-a-half years left for the elections, the rebellion
has already started and it is going to turninto a volcano. There are
signs that many more wickets could fall in the days ahead."

-R Ashoka, Leader of Opposition

nior. According to Ashoka, the govern-
ment was struggling to maintain inter-
nal cohesion and was in no position to
effectively respond to the Opposition
in the Assembly.

The BJP leader also criticised the
government's governance record, alleg-
ing that promises related to Bengaluru's
development had not been fulfilled. He
said the city continued to face issues
such as poor roads and garbage man-

RBI considers
introducing
plastic currency
notes in India

NEW DELHI

Annamalai quits BJP,
launches new political
movement “We The Leaders’

CHENNAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is considering the intro-
duction of polymer, or plastic,
currency notes in the country,
RBI Governor Sanjay Malho-
tra announced on Friday.

Speaking about the propos-
al, Malhotra said the plan is
currently in its preliminary
stages and is being examined
by the central bank.

If implemented, polymer
notes would replace or sup-
plement traditional paper cur-
rency notes that are currently
in circulation.

The move comes as cash
usage has witnessed a resur-
gence despite the rapid
growth of digital payment
systems. Polymer notes are
considered more durable than
paper notes, have a longer
lifespan and are generally
more resistant to wear and
tear, moisture and counterfeit-
ing. The RBI had first ex-
plored the possibility of intro-
ducing plastic currency nearly
a decade ago.

Former Tamil Nadu BJP presi-
dent K. Annamalai on Friday
resigned from the primary
membership of the BJP and an-
nounced the launch of a new
political movement called “We
The Leaders”, citing differ-
ences with the party lead-
ership over political
strategy in the state.

The resignation was
formally accepted by
BJP national president
Nitin Nabin after consul-
tations with senior party lead-
ers in New Delhi. In a video
message posted on social me-
dia, Annamalai described his
decision as “a new beginning”
and said he wanted to part ways
with the party respectfully.

A former IPS officer who en-
tered politics in 2020, An-
namalai said his objective was
to create a new model of gover-
nance centred on ethics, leader-
ship and grassroots empower-
ment. He said the new initiative
would initially function as a
people’s movement before

‘We The Leaders’ to
Focus on Ethics and

Grassroots Leadership

Annamalai said “We The
Leaders” would be a dynam-
ic people’s movement driven

by new ideas and ideolo-
gies. The initiative aims
to build a grassroots

cadre network, train
ordinary citizens for
public leadership
and promote ethical
politics. He also an-
nounced plans to estab-
lish a Centre for Politics and
Ethics in Coimbatore, with
the long-term goal of trans-
forming the movement into
a full-fledged political party
ahead of future elections.

eventually evolving into a polit-
ical party capable of contesting
the next Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections.

Reflecting on his political
journey, Annamalai said his six
years in the BJP had provided
valuable experience and
opportunities.

Rahul alleges
Great Nicobar
project puts ‘Greed

Over Green’
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi on Friday criti-
cised the Centre’s proposed
Great Nicobar Island devel-
opment project, alleging that
it prioritises commercial in-
terests over environmental
protection and the welfare of
indigenous communities.

Marking World Environ-
ment Day, Gandhi released a
16-minute video based on his
visit to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands in April and
appealed to citizens, especial-
ly young people, to support a
campaign under the slogan
“Green Over Greed”.

The Congress leader
claimed that the project,
which includes a transship-
ment port, airport and tourism
infrastructure, would threaten

ancient rainforests, coral
reefs and biodiversity in
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agement despite repeated assurances
about transforming Bengaluru into a
world-class city. Ashoka further claimed
that the Congress government could face
greater instability in the coming months,
alleging that more leaders could openly
express dissatisfaction. He also ques-
tioned the feasibility of launching new
welfare schemes amid financial pressures,
including pending pension liabilities.

In a series of posts on social media,
Ashoka described internal conflict as a
constant feature of the Congress party and
sarcastically remarked that senior Con-
gress leaders from Delhi may need to stay
permanently in Bengaluru to manage re-
curring disputes.

Three killed in fresh violence,
houses torched in Manipur

IMPHAL

Three people were killed and
several houses were set on
fire after fresh violence erupt-
ed in Manipur's Kangpokpi
district early Friday morning,
raising concerns over the
fragile security situation in
the state. According to local
sources, unidentified armed
assailants attacked Loibol vil-
lage under the New Keithel-
manbi area. The attackers al-
legedly opened indiscriminate
fire on residents, triggering

¢ panic and forcing villagers to

flee for safety. Several houses
were also reduced to ashes as
the assailants allegedly set
fire to residential properties
during the violence. Security
forces rushed to the area after
receiving reports of gunfire
and arson.

Authorities have launched
an investigation to identify
those responsible for the at-
tack. Additional security per-
sonnel have been deployed in
and around the affected re-
gion to prevent further vio-
lence and maintain law and
order.
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Free bus passes
approved for students
across Karnataka

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment has granted in-prin-
ciple approval to extend
free bus pass facilities to
school and college stu-
dents across the state.
The decision was taken at
the Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
D. K. Shivakumar after he
assumed office. Accord-
ing to an order issued by
the Transport Depart-
ment, students will be eli-
gible to travel free on bus-
es operated by KSRTC,
BMTC, NWKRTC and
KKRTC. The government
said detailed guidelines
and conditions for imple-
menting the scheme will
be announced separately.
Currently, female stu-
dents already enjoy free
travel under the Shakti
Yojana. The new initiative
aims to ease the financial
burden on students and
promote access to edu-
cation.

[IM Bangalore announces
Distinguished Alumni
Award

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Indian Institute of
Management Bangalore
(IIMB) has announced
the recipients of its Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award
(DAA) 2026, recognising
five alumni for their out-
standing achievements
and contributions in di-
verse fields. The awar-
dees are Arun Pai, known
as Bengaluru’s “Footpath
Mayor”; Rashmi Mohanty,
Chief Financial Officer of
SBI Cards; Manish Tiwari;
Karthik Reddy; and
Deepesh Shah. According
to arelease, the awards
will be presented at a
special ceremony sched-
uled for June 14 in Ben-
galuru.

New award launched
to promote translated
SouthIndian literature

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
To encourage and rec-
ognise excellence in
translated literature,
the Book Brahma
Foundation and Book-
worm Bookstore have
jointly instituted the
‘English Fiction of the
Year’ award. The
award will honour the
best creative literary
work translated from
any South Indian lan-
guage into English.
Books published in In-
dia or abroad be-
tween 2023 and 2025
are eligible for consid-
eration. The award
carries a cash prize of
Rs 1lakh, a memento
and a curated selec-
tion of books. The
prize money will be
shared equally be-
tween the original au-
thor and the English
translator. Publishers,
authors and transla-
tors must submit
three copies of eligi-
ble works to the Book
Brahma Foundation,
Bengaluru, by June 30.
For details, contact
94480 63150.
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- Pre-SIR mapping reaches 72% in Bengaluru;
~ door-to-door voter verification from June 30

Despite opposition, officials achieved notable progress ahead of voter verification drive.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

With the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls scheduled to begin in
Karnataka on June 20, Great-
er Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) Chief Commissioner
and District Election Officer
Maheshwar Rao said the city
has achieved 72 per cent
progress in the crucial pre-
SIR mapping exercise.

The preparatory work in-
volves mapping the 2025
electoral rolls with the 2002
electoral database to stream-
line the revision process and
reduce the burden on voters
during verification. Rao said
Bengaluru has 8,023 polling
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booths, and booth-level offi-
cers (BLOs) will be deployed
at each location. Around
1,600 BLO supervisors will
oversee the exercise, with a
majority of the BLOs drawn
from government schools.
The house-to-house voter
verification drive will com-
mence on June 30 and contin-

ue until July 27. During the
exercise, BLOs will distribute
enumeration forms that voters
must complete and submit to
ensure their names are re-
tained in the upcoming draft
electoral roll.

If a voter is unavailable
during the visit, officials will
leave the form at the resi-
dence and make at least three
attempts to collect the com-
pleted document. Each form
will contain the name and
contact details of the BLO to
facilitate communication and
coordination with residents.

Following the verification
process, the draft electoral
roll will be published on Au-
gust 5. Citizens will be al-

lowed to file claims and ob-
jections until September 4,
while the final electoral roll is
scheduled for publication on
October 7.

A meeting with representa-
tives of various political par-
ties was held to discuss the
SIR process. During the inter-
action, several party leaders
raised concerns over incom-
plete mapping in Bengaluru.
While many rural districts in
Karnataka have reportedly
achieved more than 95 per
cent mapping, the progress
within GBA limits remains
comparatively lower.

Speaking at the meeting, A
Arun Prasad, State General
Secretary of the Bahujan Sa-

maj Party, said incomplete
mapping could force voters to
produce additional documents
during verification visits. He
observed that the process
would have been more conve-
nient had all voters been
mapped in advance.

Meanwhile, Prabhu Bosco,
General Secretary of the Na-
tional People’s Party, suggested
establishing dedicated help
desks at corporation offices and
BangaloreOne centres. He said
helpline numbers alone may
not be sufficient due to the ex-
pected volume of queries and
that physical assistance centres
would help residents submit
documents and track their SIR
status more effectively.

BENGALURU CITY

O ibcworldnews.com

CID busts exotic
wildlife
trafficking racket
in Bengaluru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka CID Forest Cell
has busted an alleged exotic wild-
life trafficking racket operating
from Kumaraswamy Layout in
south Bengaluru, arresting one per-
son and detaining six others during
araid on an apartment.

Investigators recovered several
exotic animals, including ball py-
thons, lizards and turtles, along with
airport-tagged suitcases and traces
of ganja. Officials suspect the ac-
cused were involved in the illegal
import and trade of protected and
exotic species.Among those named
in the investigation are Raj Kamal,
RV Hrithik and Girish Nag of
Devanahalli. Authorities allege that
the group frequently travelled to
exotic pet trade hubs in Thailand
and Malaysia.

Yellow Line not only cuts travel
time, but boosts commuter fitness

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru Metro’s Yellow
Line, connecting RV Road
and Bommasandra through
the city’s busy tech corridor,
is delivering benefits beyond
faster travel, with a new study
revealing significant improve-
ments in commuters’ physical
activity, wellbeing and overall
quality of life.

The 18.9-km corridor,
which has dramatically re-
duced travel time from nearly
two-and-a-half hours by road
to around 30 minutes, has en-
couraged thousands of com-
muters to shift from private
vehicles and cabs to Metro
services. According to a study
conducted by the Indian Insti-
tute of Science and funded by
the Biocon Foundation and
Electronics City Industries'
Association, many commuters

Positive lifestyle changes

MANY RESPONDENTS REPORTED FEELING LESS
TIRED AND MORE IN CONTROL OF THEIR DAILY
SCHEDULES. THEY ALSO CITED IMPROVED WORK-
LIFE BALANCE, GREATER SOCIAL INTERACTION
DURING TRAVEL, FEWER DELAYS, LOWER FATIGUE
LEVELS AND INCREASED ENERGY FOR PERSONAL
AND FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES. THE FINDINGS
SUGGEST THAT EFFICIENT PUBLIC TRANSPORT CAN
CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO HEALTHIER URBAN
LIFESTYLES.

are now walking 10 to 15
minutes daily as part of their
journey to and from Metro
stations.

The study surveyed 600
commuters between July
2025 and February 2026. Re-
searchers first conducted a
baseline survey before the
Yellow Line’s inauguration in
August 2025 and followed it
up with a phone survey six

months later involving the
same participants.

Before operations began, 83
per cent of respondents had
indicated their willingness to
switch to the Metro. At the
time, 38 per cent relied on
two-wheelers, 25 per cent
used cabs, 21 per cent trav-
elled in private cars and the
remainder depended on public
road transport.

Researchers found that 58
per cent of respondents were
not meeting the World Health
Organization’s recommended
minimum level of physical ac-
tivity, defined as 600 Metabolic
Equivalent of Task (MET) min-
utes per week. Health concerns
were also common, with 18 per
cent reporting diabetes, 15 per
cent hypertension and 4.6 per
cent respiratory illnesses.

The shift to Metro travel has
helped address some of these
concerns. The study noted in-
creased physical activity
through walking, improved
mental wellbeing and reduced
exposure to air pollution. For-
mer two-wheeler users, who
previously faced high levels of
PM2.5 pollution during long
commutes, now travel in cli-
mate-controlled Metro coaches
with minimal direct exposure
to outdoor pollutants.

ED arrests Deepak Cables MD
in Rs 899 crore bank fraud case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested K Ven-
kateshwara Rao, Managing
Director of Deepak Cables
India Limited, in connection
with an alleged bank fraud
and money laundering case
involving Rs 899.35 crore
borrowed from a consortium
of banks led by State Bank of
India.

The arrest was made under
the provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA). Following his
arrest, Rao was produced be-
fore the ED Special Court in
Bengaluru. The agency
sought his custodial interroga-
tion for further investigation,
and the court remanded him
to ED custody for 10 days.

The case originates from an
FIR registered by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
against Deepak Cables India
Limited, its Managing Direc-
tor and others. According to

the allegations, the company
obtained loans worth Rs 899.35
crore from an SBI-led consor-
tium and subsequently diverted
the funds through illegal trans-
actions.

The ED said its investigation
revealed that the accused used
multiple entities to furnish fake
corporate guarantees and carried
out sham transactions to secure
additional loans. Investigators
alleged that existing liabilities
were concealed and forged doc-
uments were created to obtain
fresh credit facilities from
banks.

According to the agency, a
substantial portion of the loan
amount was diverted to several
entities allegedly controlled by
Rao. These transactions are sus-
pected to be part of a larger con-
spiracy to siphon off bank funds.

As part of the probe, ED offi-
cials conducted searches at the
company’s premises, Rao’s res-
idence, office and other associ-
ated locations on May 21 and
May 29.

RGUHS launches ‘One Student,
One Sapling’ campaign on
World Env1ronment Day

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rajiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences (RGUHS), in
association with Rotary Benga-
luru Samruddhi, celebrated
World Environment Day 2026
with a massive walkathon at
Lalbagh and launched the “One
Student, One Sapling” cam-
paign to promote environmental
awareness and sustainability.

Addressing more than 4,000
students who participated in the
event, Bhagavan B. C. called
upon every student to plant at
least one sapling and take re-
sponsibility for nurturing it. He
said the university remains
committed not only to academ-
ic excellence but also to social
responsibility, healthy living
and environmental sustainabil-
ity through various green initia-
tives.

Highlighting global environ-
mental challenges such as cli-
mate change, global warming,
water scarcity, biodiversity loss
and pollution, he said cam-
paigns like “One Student, One
Sapling” are essential to foster-
ing environmental responsibili-
ty among the younger genera-

tion.

The Vice Chancellor stressed
the need to instil respect and
love for nature in children and
students from an early age. He
expressed concern over soci-
ety’s growing disconnect from
nature despite rapid technolog-
ical and economic develop-
ment. Simple actions such as
planting trees, conserving wa-
ter, reducing plastic use and
maintaining cleanliness can
collectively create a significant
positive impact, he added.

Kona Vamsi Krishna, who
participated in the programme,
said environmental conserva-
tion is the responsibility of ev-
ery citizen and should become
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a way of life rather than a one-
day observance.

The walkathon began at the
West Gate of Lalbagh and
passed through key city roads
before concluding near the
Kempegowda Tower inside the
garden. Students carried plac-
ards and raised slogans promot-
ing environmental protection
throughout the route.

The celebration concluded
with students taking selfies with
saplings, symbolising their
commitment to building a
greener and more sustainable
future. Other dignitaries, faculty
members and Rotary represen-
tatives were also present at the
event.

KRISTU JAYANTI UNIVERSITY BAGS
RS 1 CRORE SPARC RESEARCH GRANT

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Kristu Jayanti University has
secured a prestigious research
grant of over Rs 1 crore under
the Scheme for Promotion of
Academic and Research Col-
laboration (SPARC), an initia-
tive of the Union Education
Ministry aimed at strengthen-
ing India’s research ecosys-
tem.

The project, scheduled for
implementation from June
2026 to May 2028, is titled
“Development of Stimuli-Re-
sponsive Theranostic Nano-
composites of Marine- and
Plant-Derived Neuroprotec-
tive Agents for Parkinson’s

Disease: An Integrated Ap-
proach.”

The research is led by K
Shinomol George as Principal
Investigator, while Dileep
Francis serves as Co-Principal
Investigator.

The project will be carried
out in collaboration with So-
phia University and aims to
explore innovative neuropro-
tective therapies for Parkin-
son’s disease through ad-
vanced nanocomposite tech-
nology. University authorities
said the grant reflects the in-
stitution’s growing contribu-
tion to high-impact scientific
research and international ac-
ademic collaboration.

Techie dies after
being flung off flyover
in Marathahalli crash

BENGALURU

A 26-year-old software engi-
neer was killed in a horrific
road accident on the Maratha-
halli flyover after a car collid-
ed with the motorcycle on
which she was travelling as a
pillion rider, causing her to be
thrown off the bridge onto the
service road below.

The victim, N T Krishna
Sri, hailed from Anantapur in
Andhra Pradesh and was em-
ployed with a private compa-
ny in Bengaluru. She was re-
siding in a paying guest ac-
commodation in Ashwath
Nagar.

HC refuses to quash case over alleged
sale of police quarters land

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
declined to quash criminal pro-
ceedings against a man accused
of selling land on which police
quarters stand in Bengaluru’s
Malleshwaram area, observing
that allowing such actions could
set a dangerous precedent for
public properties.

A single-judge bench of M

Nagaprasanna made the remarks
while hearing a petition filed by
Srinath Nagaragadde seeking to
quash the case registered against
him.

During the hearing, Justice
Nagaprasanna expressed concern
over the allegations and remarked
that if such claims were accepted
without scrutiny, even the High
Court building itself might not be
safe in the future. The court also

commented on the audacity in-
volved in allegedly selling land
on which police quarters have
existed for many years.

The matter has been posted for
further hearing on June 9.

Counsel for the petitioner ar-
gued that the disputed property
belongs to the first accused in the
case, M R Mahalakshmi, and that
she had sold it as her own prop-

erty.

Government ojfers 50% dlscount on pending traffic fines

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major relief to vehicle
owners, the Karnataka gov-
ernment has announced a 50
per cent discount on fines for
old pending traffic e-challan
cases and long-pending viola-
tions registered by the Trans-
port Department. The move is
aimed at encouraging motor-
ists to clear outstanding dues
and reducing the backlog of
unresolved cases.

An order to this effect has
been issued by V.S. Pushpa,
Under-Secretary of the Trans-

port Department. According
to the notification, the conces-
sion will apply to all traffic
e-challan cases registered by
the Police Department before

May 2026 that remain unpaid.
In addition, pending cases
registered by the Transport
Department between 1991
and 2022 will also be eligible

for a 50 per cent reduction in
penalties.

Vehicle owners can avail
themselves of the benefit
from June 21 to July 10.
During this period, offenders
can settle their cases by pay-
ing only half of the outstand-
ing fine amount. Officials
expect the scheme to encour-
age thousands of motorists to
clear pending violations that
have accumulated over sever-
al years.

This is not the first time the
state government has intro-
duced such a measure. Similar

discount schemes in the past
have received an overwhelming
response from the public. During
a special drive conducted in No-
vember 2025, around 77.41 lakh
traffic violation cases registered
by the Police Department were
settled. The initiative generated
nearly Rs 201 crore in revenue
through discounted payments.

The Transport Department
also benefited from the earlier
scheme, with 902 cases being
resolved and fines amounting to
approximately Rs 29.66 lakh
collected during the concession
period.

Two workers die while cleaning
boiler at Jigani chemical factory

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Two workers died and two
others were critically in-
jured after a chemical-relat-
ed accident at a factory in
the Jigani Industrial Area of
Anekal taluk.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Munna Singh (45)
and Lalu Singh (40), both
natives of Uttar Pradesh.
According to preliminary
information, the workers
had entered a chemi-
cal-filled boiler at the Ku-

¢ mar Organic Products Lim-

ited facility to carry out
cleaning work when the ac-
cident occurred.

Police suspect that the
workers fell into a drainage
section connected to the
boiler and were overcome
by a chemical reaction,
leading to their deaths. The
exact cause of the incident
is being investigated.

Two other workers, Sumit
Mandal and Vijay Kumar
Singh, suffered serious inju-
ries and were admitted to a
private hospital, where their
condition remains critical.
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Congress MLA seeks
apology over remarks
in Kalaburagi row

Kalaburagi
Congress MLA Allam-
prabhu Patil has de-
manded a public apology
from former MLA Datta-
traya Patil Revoor, alleg-
ing that his remarks
made during a recent BJP
protest in Kalaburagi
were provocative and
could disturb communal
harmony. Patil stated
that Kalaburagi is known
for peaceful coexistence
and accused Revoor of
making objectionable
comments that went
against the city’s tradi-
tion of unity. He also de-
fended late Congress
leader Qamarul Islam,
calling him a secular
leader who worked for
people across communi-
ties. Patil urged political
leaders to exercise re-
straint while speaking on
sensitive issues and avoid
statements that may cre-
ate divisions in society.
The controversy has
sparked political reac-
tions in the region, with
parties exchanging sharp
criticism over the incident.

Bus breakdowns
disrupt travelin
Jewargi taluk

Kalaburagi
Frequent breakdowns of
Kalyana Karnataka Road

Transport Corporation
buses have caused major
inconvenience to passen-
gersin Jewargi taluk, with
residents demanding ur-

gent action from trans-
port authorities. Com-
muters allege poor main-
tenance and negligence,
leading to repeated dis-
ruptions in rural routes.
Students and daily pas-
sengers are the worst af-
fected, often left stranded
due to sudden vehicle
failures. In one incident, a
KKRTC bus from
Kakhandaki village broke
down near Ambedkar Cir-
clein Jewargi town, leav-
ing passengers stranded
for hours and causing
traffic congestion.

Raitha Sangha protest
over civicissues
continues

Raichur
Ajoint protest by the
Pranta Raitha Sangha and
the Democratic Youth
Federation of India contin-
ued for the second con-
secutive day in Jalahalli of
Raichur district, demand-
ing resolution of several
civic issues. Protesters are
seeking uninterrupted
power supply, better
roads, drainage systems,
drinking water, removal of
encroachments on the
weekly market site, and
basic infrastructure in resi-
dential layouts. They al-
leged that officials have
not visited the protest site
despite the ongoing agita-
tion. However, Gram
Panchayat authorities
have issued notices
against illegal construc-
tions over drainage chan-
nels and instructed layout
developers to provide es-
sential facilities.
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Yatnal detained during
hijab protestin Vijayapura

Tension erupted in Vijayapura after police detained Basanagouda Patil Yatnal
during a protest against hijab permission policy

VIJAYAPURA

Tension prevailed for some
time in Vijayapura, after
BJP-expelled MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal was taken
into preventive custody by
police during a protest oppos-
ing the Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision to allow hi-
jabs in educational institu-
tions.

The protest was held near
Darbar High School and Dar-
bar College, where Yatnal had
planned to distribute saffron
shawls as a symbolic opposi-
tion to the policy. A large
number of his supporters
gathered at the site, carrying
saffron shawls and raising
slogans against the state gov-
ernment.

Anticipating possible law-
and-order issues, police had
deployed heavy security
around the educational insti-
tutions from early morning.

Barricades were installed and
additional personnel were sta-
tioned to prevent any disrup-
tion to academic activities.
As supporters attempted to
proceed with the shawl distri-
bution programme, police in-
tervened, stopping the activi-
ty. This led to heated ex-
changes between protesters
and police personnel. While
supporters accused the admin-
istration of restricting demo-
cratic rights, police main-
tained that the measures were
necessary to ensure peace and

prevent disturbances near
schools and colleges.

Upon arriving at the venue,
Yatnal strongly criticised the
government’s decision and
reiterated his opposition to
allowing hijabs in classrooms.
He alleged that the policy
would create divisions among
students and demanded its im-
mediate withdrawal. He also
joined supporters in raising
slogans against the govern-
ment.

When he attempted to con-
tinue the protest despite po-

lice warnings, officers de-
tained him along with several
supporters as a preventive
measure. The detention trig-
gered brief agitation, with
some protesters sitting in
front of the police vehicle and
demanding his release.

Senior police officials, in-
cluding Superintendent of Po-
lice B. Laxman Nimbargi,
supervised the situation and
ensured that order was re-
stored. After some time, the
detained individuals were re-
leased, and normalcy returned
to the area.

Following his release, Yat-
nal reiterated his criticism of
the government’s stance on
hijab permissions in schools
and urged a reconsideration of
the policy. Heavy police de-
ployment continued in the
area as a precaution, as the
issue once again sparked po-
litical debate across Karnata-
ka.

Vijayapura MLA Yatnal criticised Karnataka government over hijab policy,
attacked Rahul Gandhi and praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Yatnal criticises government,
praises PM Modi

VIJAYAPURA

Vijayapura MLA Basanagou-
da Patil Yatnal launched a
sharp criticism against the
Karnataka government over
its stance on the hijab issue,
while also targeting Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and
praising Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for his leadership.

Addressing reporters, Yat-
nal alleged that the state gov-
ernment’s decision to permit
hijabs in educational institu-
tions was inappropriate, par-
ticularly when the issue re-
mains under legal and public
debate. He referred to re-
marks attributed to former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and opposed any punitive ac-
tion against those protesting
the policy.

The MLA defended the pro-
test organised near Darbar
College in Vijayapura, where
he and his supporters attempt-

ed to distribute saffron
scarves as a symbolic demon-
stration against the govern-
ment’s decision. He claimed
the protest was peaceful but
alleged that police intervened,
detained him, and registered
cases against participants.

Yatnal stated that the agita-
tion would continue in the
coming days, accusing the
government of engaging in
what he termed “appeasement
politics.” He alleged that the
administration was favouring
a particular community and
compromising neutrality in
educational institutions. Ac-
cording to him, the protest
was aimed at highlighting
what he described as unequal
treatment under government
policies.

He also criticised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, stating
that his remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi do
not resonate with the public.

Yatnal claimed that the Con-
gress party has faced setbacks
in regions where Rahul Gand-
hi has led political campaigns.

Praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Yatnal said
his long tenure in office re-
flects strong public trust. He
described upcoming mile-
stones in Modi’s leadership as
a matter of national pride and
compared his tenure with that
of India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru.

He further stated that India
is progressing rapidly under
Modi’s leadership and ex-
pressed confidence that the
country will emerge as a glob-
al power. He also claimed
strong youth support for the
Prime Minister.

The remarks come amid on-
going political debates in Kar-
nataka over educational poli-
cies, identity issues, and
broader national political de-
velopments.

Special voter list
revision drive
begins in
Raichur

RAICHUR

The Election Commission has
launched the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls across Raichur to update
and verify voter records, offi-
cials announced during a press
conference held at the District
Collector’s Office.

Deputy Commissioner Poo-
vita S said that training for
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and election staff will begin on
June 20, followed by a door-
to-door voter verification and
enumeration survey scheduled
from June 30 to July 29. The
exercise aims to ensure that
the electoral roll is accurate
and free from discrepancies.As
part of the process, BLOs will
distribute enumeration forms
to voters whose names are in-
cluded in the 2025 electoral
roll. Citizens are required to
fill in their details, attach a re-
cent passport-sized photo-
graph, sign the form, and sub-
mit it within the stipulated
timeframe.

Sainik School Bijapur plants saphngs on Environment Day

VIJAYAPURA

Sainik School Bijapur ob-
served World Environment
Day with a tree plantation
drive on its campus on Friday,
highlighting its commitment
to environmental conservation
and sustainable living practic-
es.

As part of the programme,
staff members actively partic-
ipated in planting saplings
across the school premises to
enhance green cover and pro-
mote ecological balance. The
initiative aimed to raise
awareness about environmen-
tal protection among staff and
reinforce the importance of
adopting sustainable habits in
daily life.

The celebration was con-
ducted in alignment with the

World Environment Day 2026

theme, “Inspired by Nature:
For Climate. For Our Future,”
which focuses on addressing
climate change and environ-
mental degradation through
collective responsibility and
action. Participants were sen-
sitized to the growing envi-
ronmental challenges and the
need for proactive efforts to
protect natural resources.
The plantation drive was

MUSLIM COMMUNITY RALLY

inaugurated by Principal
Group Captain Rajalakshmi
Prithviraj, who emphasized
the importance of preserv-
ing the environment and
maintaining ecological bal-
ance. She urged staff mem-
bers to take responsibility
for making the campus
greener by planting more
trees and ensuring their
long-term care.

She further highlighted

that tree plantation plays a
crucial role in mitigating
climate change, improving
air quality, and creating a
healthier environment for
future generations. She en-
couraged everyone to incor-
porate eco-friendly practices
into their daily routines to
contribute to environmental
sustainability.

The event saw enthusias-
tic participation from teach-
ing, administrative, and
NCC staff members, reflect-
ing the institution’s dedica-
tion to environmental stew-
ardship. Vice Principal
Commander Meena Kumari
and Administrative Officer
Major Ritesh Kumar, along
with other staff members,
also took part in the planta-
tion activity.

Vl_]ayapura protest demands cabinet post for Zameer

VIJAYAPURA

Members of the Muslim com-
munity staged a peaceful pro-
test at Hakim Chowk in Vi-
jayapura, demanding that se-
nior Congress leader Zameer
Ahmed Khan be given a
prominent position in the Kar-
nataka Cabinet during the
next reshuffle.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by local community
leaders and representatives of
various jamaats, who ex-
pressed concern over what
they described as inadequate
representation of the Muslim

community in key deci-
sion-making roles within the
state government.

According to protest organ-
isers, representatives from
nearly 40 jamaats had recent-

ly held discussions and unan-
imously decided to urge the
government to ensure greater
representation for the commu-
nity. During the protest,
speakers highlighted Zameer

Ahmed Khan’s long-standing
political experience and his
influence within the Congress
party and minority communi-
ties, stating that he deserved a
significant Cabinet position.

Community leaders also
warned that failure to address
their demands could lead to
political consequences for the
ruling party. Some partici-
pants expressed dissatisfac-
tion, suggesting that sections
of the community may recon-
sider their political alignment
if their concerns continue to
be ignored.

The protesters emphasised

that their demand was focused
on fair representation and
strengthening the voice of mi-
nority communities in gover-
nance. They stated that equi-
table participation in Cabinet
positions was essential for
inclusive decision-making in
Karnataka.The protest re-
mained peaceful throughout,
with participants holding
placards and raising slogans
in support of Zameer Ahmed
Khan. Police personnel were
deployed in the area to main-
tain law and order and ensure
smooth traffic movement
during the demonstration.
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Bidar MLA Chavan
criticises Karnataka
government

BIDAR

Bidar MLA Prabhu B. Cha-
van on Friday criticised the
Karnataka government, alleg-
ing poor governance and lack
of development, while strong-
ly praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his leader-
ship and national contribu-
tions.

Addressing reporters, Cha-
van said the Congress-led
state government, which re-
cently completed three years
in office under former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, had
failed to meet public expecta-
tions. He claimed that people
across the state were dissatis-
fied with the administration’s
performance and alleged that
government employees had
also faced difficulties related
to salary disbursement during
the period.

Referring to recent political
developments in Karnataka,
Chavan said Chief Minister
D. K. Shivakumar had taken
charge at a sensitive time.
However, he pointed out that
the resignation of a cabinet
minister shortly after the lead-
ership change had raised
questions about the stability
of the government. He added
that further clarity on these
developments would emerge
in the coming days.

The MLA further alleged
that the state government had
failed to ensure adequate de-
velopment and questioned its
long-term administrative ef-
fectiveness. He stated that the
current situation indicated

Bidar MLA Prabhu
Chavan criticised
Karnataka government
for poor governance and
praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for strong
leadership and national
development progress

governance challenges that
could impact public welfare
and administrative stability in
Karnataka.

In contrast, Chavan praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, describing him as one
of the most popular and glob-
ally respected leaders. He said
that over the past 12 years,
Modi’s leadership had driven
major reforms and develop-
ment initiatives across sec-
tors, including infrastructure,
economy, and welfare
schemes.

He acknowledged the con-
tributions of India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru in nation-building but
said Modi had significantly
expanded development efforts
and worked continuously for
the welfare of citizens. Cha-
van credited the Prime Minis-
ter with accelerating India’s
progress toward becoming a
stronger and more developed
nation.

Extending greetings on be-
half of the people of Bidar,
Chavan expressed confidence
that India would continue to
grow under Modi’s leadership
and achieve greater economic
and strategic strength in the
coming years.

1000 saplings planted at
university campus drive

VIJAYAPURA

A large-scale plantation drive
was organised at Akkama-
hadevi Women'’s University in
Vijayapura to mark World En-
vironment Day, bringing to-
gether students, officials, and
volunteers in a collective ef-
fort to promote environmental
conservation.

The programme was jointly
conducted by the Sri T. K. Pa-
til Charitable Trust, Shivagiri,
the Forest Department, and
several volunteer groups. As
part of the initiative, 1,000
saplings of various species,
including shade-giving,
fruit-bearing, and medicinal
plants, were planted across
the university campus.

The main objective of the
drive was to increase green
cover within the campus, im-
prove ecological balance, and
raise awareness among stu-
dents about the importance of
protecting the environment.
Participants actively engaged
in planting saplings and
pledged to nurture them in the
coming years to ensure their
survival and growth.

Forest Department officials,
university authorities, faculty
members, students, environ-
mental activists, and social
workers took part in the pro-

gramme. Speakers at the
event emphasized the urgent
need for collective responsi-
bility in addressing environ-
mental challenges such as
climate change, deforestation,
and pollution.

They highlighted that tree
plantation plays a crucial role
in improving air quality, con-
serving biodiversity, and en-
suring a sustainable future.
The organisers also urged cit-
izens to plant at least one tree
in their lifetime and take re-
sponsibility for its care,
stressing that individual par-
ticipation is essential for envi-
ronmental protection.

The event, conducted under
the theme “Green Environ-
ment — Healthy Life,” aimed
to inspire young people to
adopt eco-friendly habits and
actively contribute to affor-
estation efforts. Organisers
expressed confidence that
such initiatives would encour-
age long-term environmental
awareness and community
involvement.The programme
concluded with a collective
pledge by participants to pro-
tect nature and support future
plantation drives, reinforcing
the message that environmen-
tal conservation is a shared
responsibility of every citizen
across Karnataka.

Facial recognition attendance
introduced in Shahapur Schools

SHAHAPUR

The introduction of a loca-
tion-based facial recognition
attendance system for teach-
ers is expected to signifi-
cantly curb absenteeism in
government schools across
Shahapur taluk, according to
education officials and par-
ents.

The Karnataka Education
Department has implement-
ed the new Al-based atten-
dance mechanism in all gov-
ernment primary and sec-
ondary schools from the
current academic year. The
system uses facial recogni-
tion technology combined
with GPS location tracking
to ensure teachers mark at-
tendance only when physi-
cally present within school
premises.

Under the system, teachers
must register attendance
through a mobile application
that captures their facial im-
age and verifies their loca-
tion within a 100-metre radi-
us of their assigned school.
Officials stated that failure
to mark attendance could di-
rectly impact salary process-
ing, ensuring stricter com-
pliance.

Block Education Officer
Shivakumar Parashetti said
the system is monitored
through artificial intelli-
gence and operates online.
In case of technical issues,
teachers can contact a dedi-
cated helpline for support.
He also noted that teachers
attending official duties out-
side school must upload val-
id photographic proof for
attendance validation.
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Sahana School
celebrates World
Environment Day

PAVAGADA
World Environment Day
was celebrated at Sahana
English Medium School in
Kotagudda village where
students took part in
painting essay leaf art
and poster competitions.
Headmaster Narasim-
happa S along with
teachers Jinish M Lilavati
C Nagendra and science
teachers Maria Jobin and
Hemalatha participated
in the event. Prizes were
distributed to winners for
their creative work and
students were encour-
aged to protect environ-
ment and plant trees in
future. Teachers said such
activities help children
learn environmental
awareness and improve
creativity through partici-
pation in school level
competitions.

50% RTO announces
penalty concession for
old cases

MANGALURU
The state transport de-
partment has announced a
special concession allow-
ing vehicle owners to settle
long-pending traffic viola-
tion cases by paying only
50 per cent of the penalty
amount. According to the
Deputy Transport Commis-
sioner, the scheme applies
to cases registered by Re-
gional Transport Office
(RTO) officials between
1991 and 2022. The initia-
tive aims to clear a large
backlog of pending cases
and encourage compliance
among vehicle owners. In
Mangaluru RTO alone,
2,724 cases are pending for
disposal. Eligible vehicle
owners can avail of the
concession and close their
cases between June 21and
July 10. The department
has urged the public to
make use of this one-time
opportunity and clear
pending violations.
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‘Mysuru’s son lost the way, now

Mysuru’s son-in-law must deliver’

MLC criticized Siddaramaiah for misgoverning Mysuru despite being its son hoping

MYSURU

CM D. K. Shivakumar leads better remaining term effectively

worker to the Chief Minister’s of-

BJP MLC H. Vishwanath expressed
hope that the tenure of the new Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar, whom he
referred to as ‘Mysuru’s son-in-law,’
would bring positive changes not only
to Mysuru district but to the entire

state.

Addressing a press conference here
on Thursday, he said that until now
Karnataka had been under the admin-
istration of “Mysuru’s son” (Siddara-
maiah), and now the administration of
“Mysuru’s son-in-law” had begun. “I
hope our district’s son-in-law ensures
comprehensive development for the
state. I believe D.K. Shivakumar will
listen to the grievances and concerns
of Congress workers,” he said.

Taking a swipe at former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, the MLC said
despite being Mysuru’s son, he gov-

ous administration.

“ “Party workers

Hariprasad and D.K. Shi-

ute to the welfare of the

= H. Vishwanath,

erned the district like “a son who had
lost his way.” There is a hope that Shi-
vakumar would provide effective
leadership during the remaining two
years of the government’s term and
address the shortcomings of the previ-

Vishwanath described D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s rise from an ordinary party

build political

parties; leaders are the
ones who destroy them.
| hope the duo of B.K.

vakumar work together
effectively and contrib-

state.”

MLC

dise.”

fice as a remarkable achievement
and said he is a great organiser. It
is heartening that both Shivaku-
mar, who played a crucial role in
bringing the Congress to power,
and the newly appointed KPCC
President B.K. Hariprasad have
now been entrusted with important
responsibilities.

Vishwanath alleged that a large-
scale land mafia is currently oper-
ating in Mysuru, with the involve-
ment of some government officials

and the new CM must take immediate
action against those responsible.

A team of experienced individuals
from Mysuru district to provide guid-
ance on the city’s development. There
must be greater emphasis on tourism
and said Mysuru should no longer be
known merely as a “retirees’ para-

“Transform Mysuru into a paradise
for young people by creating employ-
ment opportunities. Give greater atten-
tion to education and healthcare pro-
grammes,” he advised.

He said many people had perceived
the Congress as being anti-Hindu.
However Shivakumar seeking the
blessings of elders and visiting major
religious centres before taking the oath
of office has changed the perception.

“His conduct helped dispel that per-
ception among the people and has sent
a positive message across the state,”
he said, commending the Chief Min-
ister’s religious outlook.

Responding to the proposed Bidadi
township project, Vishwanath cau-
tioned that no government in Karnata-
ka had survived after confronting
farmers. The Chief Minister to take
farmers into confidence before pro-

ceeding with the project.

MLA participates in Aksharabhyasa
ceremony for students

KAUP

BJP MLA Gurme Suresh
Shetty took part in a tradition-
al Aksharabhyasa ceremony
organized for LKG students at
the Government Senior Pri-
mary School in Kajaraguttu,
located in Kaup.

The event marked the for-
mal initiation of young learn-
ers into education, where chil-
dren were introduced to the
world of letters and learning.
The MLA extended his bless-
ings to each student, encour-
aging them to begin their ac-
ademic journey with confi-
dence and enthusiasm.

Despite persistent rainfall,
the programme continued as
planned, reflecting strong
community participation and
commitment to educational
activities. The ceremony was
conducted in a traditional
manner, blending cultural
practices with the academic

The MLA blessed each
student, urging them to
start their academic
journey with confidence
and enthusiasm.

milestone of early schooling.

Following the Akshar-
abhyasa ritual, Gurme Suresh
Shetty also performed the
foundation-laying ceremony
for a new dining hall at the
school. The proposed facility
is expected to improve infra-
structure and provide better
amenities for students in the
rural region.

Officials and local commu-
nity members welcomed the
initiative, noting that im-
proved school facilities would
significantly benefit children
from nearby villages. The din-
ing hall project is aimed at
ensuring a more comfortable
and supportive learning envi-

ronment for government
school students.

The event highlighted the
involvement of public repre-
sentatives in strengthening
primary education infrastruc-
ture while preserving cultural
traditions. It also emphasized
the importance of community
engagement in enhancing ed-
ucational opportunities for
rural children.

Teachers, parents, and local
residents participated in the
programme and expressed ap-
preciation for the initiatives
taken to support school devel-
opment. The ceremony con-
cluded with interactions be-
tween the MLA and students,
who received encouragement
as they began their education-
al journey.

The event in Karnataka un-
derscored the continued focus
on combining cultural values
with educational development
at the grassroots level.

Nalwadi set an example of democratic
governance under monarchy: Baraguru

MYSURU

Senior litterateur Prof.
Baraguru Ramachandrappa
said that Nalwadi Krishna
Raja Wadiyar practised demo-
cratic governance within a
monarchical system and re-
mains an ideal example of
how a ruler should serve the
people.

Speaking after releasing the
book Nalwadi Krishna Raja
Wadiyaru Mattu Adhunika
Mysuru during the Nalwadi
Krishna Raja Wadiyar Jayanti
celebrations organised jointly
by the Bengaluru City District
Kannada Sahitya Parishat,
Mysuru District Kannada Sa-
hitya Parishat and the Kuvem-
pu Institute of Kannada Stud-
ies here on Thursday, he said
Nalwadi had made immense
contributions in the fields of
education, society and culture.
The religious harmony demon-
strated by Nalwadi carries im-
mense relevance even today.
What the country needs now is

harmony and equality. Elec-
tions are only the technical
aspect of democracy, while
equality, fraternity and philo-
sophical values are its essence
and must be implemented in
practice.

Expressing concern over the
state of historical writing,
Baragur said history is passing
through a critical phase as
people who are not historians
are increasingly writing histo-
ry. The character and integrity
of history are being eroded,
which is highly dangerous.
They need an approach to his-
tory that is free from caste,
religion, political affiliations
and prejudices. Writing history
requires integrity, deep com-
mitment, contemporary wis-
dom and scholarship. Histori-
ans today are facing serious
challenges because history is
being misinterpreted. “If every
political party writes its own
version of history, true history
will lose its authenticity and
significance,” he warned.
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“Malabar Gold’s
strong focus on
education
through CSR

commendable”
MYSURU

Regional Joint Director Dr.
D.S. Pratima lauded Malabar
Gold for allocating a signifi-
cant portion of its Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds towards education and
urged students to make the
most of the opportunity and
strive for excellence.

Speaking at a scholarship
distribution programme or-
ganised by the Malabar Char-
itable Trust here on Thursday,
she said education is an orna-
ment for every girl student.
Scholarships worth %335.66
lakh were distributed to 442
girl students from 52 govern-
ment and aided colleges in the
district. All students should
pursue quality education and
secure good employment op-
portunities.

She advised the beneficia-
ries to utilise the scholarship
amount wisely and emerge as
outstanding students. “Mala-
bar Charitable Trust is con-
tributing to the building of
society. The organisation has
earmarked 3200 crore for
CSR initiatives during the
current financial year. Its con-
tinued commitment to sup-
porting students through
scholarships every year is
highly commendable,” she
said. Emphasising the impor-
tance of women’s education,
she noted that educating one
woman is equivalent to edu-
cating an entire society and
urged students to focus more
on their studies. While most
companies generally spend
two per cent of their profits
on CSR activities, the Mala-
bar Group is setting an exam-
ple by allocating five per cent
of its profits towards CSR
programmes and undertaking
meaningful social service.

P. Sharapuddeep, South
Zone Head of Malabar Gold
& Diamonds, said the Mala-
bar Charitable Trust was es-
tablished in 1999 and has
been dedicating five per cent
of the company’s profits to

social welfare activities.

Is Bengaluru air
quality getting worse
over the years?

KHUSHI REDDY,
BENGALURU

Bengaluru is facing rising air
pollution due to rapid city
growth, more vehicles, con-
struction work, factory emis-
sions, road dust, and shrinking
green spaces.

Though Bengaluru is still
seen as less polluted than cities
like Delhi, air quality has been
getting worse over the years,
say experts. Outdoor workers
are most exposed as they
spend long hours daily in traf-
fic smoke, dust, and vehicle
fumes across the city.

Auto driver Imran, who has
worked for more than ten
years, says the worsening traf-
fic and pollution make his
throat dry and causes frequent
coughing even after he returns
home.

Frequent illness and breath-
ing problems also lead to
missed work days and lower
income, adding financial pres-
sure on daily wage earners like
him. Laxmi, a street vendor in
Majestic, starts work early in
the morning and works long
hours near busy roads to sell
snacks. The dust from vehicles
settles on her food items and
causes irritation in her nose
and chest while also reducing
customer visits and earnings.
She says she works from early
morning until midnight and
depends on this income alone
to support her household.

Noor Fatima Sharif, an envi-
ronmental activist, has raised
concern about poor working
conditions faced by outdoor
workers in the city. Weak safe-
ty measures, lack of protective
gear, and irregular jobs leave
many workers exposed and

poor workers often stay silent
out of fear of losing their jobs
while richer groups receive
more attention and support.
Bengaluru’s air pollution has
become an environmental jus-
tice issue as essential outdoor
workers face the highest risks
with the least protection.

Experts say improving pub-
lic transport, controlling emis-
sions, maintaining roads, and
increasing green spaces can
help reduce pollution in the
city. At the same time, provid-
ing masks, health checkups,
and safety training for workers
can reduce health risks and
protect livelihoods.

Doctors warn that long ex-
posure to polluted air in Ben-
galuru can cause asthma, bron-
chitis, and other long-term
lung diseases, especially due
to fine dust particles that enter
deep into the lungs. Studies
also link air pollution with
mental health issues like
stress, anxiety, depression, and
reduced memory and focus
among people living in cities.

Addressing the problem
needs strong action from local
authorities including strict
control of construction dust,
regular checks on industries,
and better enforcement of
emission rules across the city.

Providing support to out-
door workers is equally im-
portant. Giving them proper
masks, regular health check-
ups, and safer working condi-
tions can reduce health risks.
Awareness programs about air
pollution and its dangers can
also help workers protect
themselves. Clean air efforts,
green city planning, and better
public transport systems will
together improve Bengaluru’s

“Prosperity, not mere

MYSURU

Retired professor Prof. Krish-
negowda said that people
have become weary of the
kind of “development” being
projected by governments and
stressed that what society tru-
ly needs is prosperity, not de-
velopment.

Speaking at the “Green My-
sore — Laksha Vriksha Cam-
paign” organised by H.V. Ra-
jeev Sneha Balaga in associa-
tion with the Sri Kshetra
Dharmasthala Rural Develop-
ment Project at the Green
Mysore Nursery near Bandip-
alya on the Mysuru-Ooty
Road, he expressed concern
over the direction in which
modern development is head-
ing.

Looking at the damage be-
ing caused in the name of de-
velopment by governments
and systems, one feels dis-
gusted, he said and noted that
there is not a single flyover in
London, yet traffic moves ef-
ficiently. Here, they are build-
ing flyovers wherever there is
congestion, which only en-
courages more vehicles on the
roads. In the process, they are
destroying a rich and bal-

anced environment in the
name of development.

Excessive greed causing
damage

Quoting Father of the na-
tion, Mahatma Gandhi, Prof.
Krishnegowda said that na-
ture has the capacity to meet
human needs but not human
greed. Human desires and
consumerism have no limits,
and it is impossible to fully
assess the environmental
damage caused by them. The
situation calls for people to
become more sensitive to-
wards environmental issues.
“In foreign countries, senior
officials and ordinary citizens
travel in the same buses. In
our society, owning a car has
become a status symbol.

-

Young people often travel
from Mysuru to Bengaluru
just to have a cup of coffee
without considering the fuel
consumed and the environ-
mental pollution caused. Par-
ents should encourage chil-
dren to ride bicycles and
strengthen their health. Sim-
ply making them plant sap-
lings should not make us be-
lieve we have fulfilled our
responsibility towards envi-
ronmental conservation,” he
advised.

Obsession with speed, light
and noise

Prof. Krishnegowda ob-
served that modern society
has developed an unhealthy
obsession with speed, light
and noise. People cannot even

developme

wait for the green signal at
traffic junctions and begin
moving during the yellow sig-
nal. What exactly is achieved
by saving two seconds? Is
there a need for excessive
noise during births, deaths,
festivals and celebrations?
Creation often happens more
profoundly in darkness than
in light, but we fail to under-
stand this. They measure the
light emitted by a bulb but
ignore the heat it generates.
Asianet Suvarna News Ed-
itor Ajith Hanumakkanavar
said that true environmental
conservation lies in allowing
nature to function on its own.
The best-preserved ecosys-
tems are those untouched by
humans. One study suggests
that the consumption of milk
and diapers by a child up to
the age of two-and-a-half
years is equivalent to felling
nine trees. Human beings are
different from other living
species because of their abili-
ty to adapt and cooperate. De-
spite extensive space explora-
tion, humanity has not discov-
ered another planet capable of
supporting human life. “If we
fail to protect the one Earth
we have, humanity’s survival

nt, is what we need”

itself will be threatened. Cam-
paigns such as tree-planting
drives may only help post-
pone an impending environ-
mental catastrophe,” he cau-
tioned.

On the occasion, the Mysu-
ru City Corporation distribut-
ed 5,000 saplings. Represen-
tatives of various organisa-
tions were also symbolically
presented with saplings.

Among those present were
Sri Immadi Murugharajendra
Swamiji of Sri Murugharajen-
dra Maha Samsthana Math,
Mariyala in Chamarajanagar
district, writer Shivappa, re-
tired IFS officer T. Balachan-
dra, Green Mysore and Lak-
sha Vriksha campaign archi-
tect H.V. Rajeev, former May-
or B.L. Bhairappa, former
Corporation member K.V.
Mallesh and others.

The Laksha Vriksha move-
ment, launched in 2018 with
the objective of transforming
Mysuru into a clean, beautiful
and safe city, has been pro-
gressing successfully. The
campaign aims to ensure
breathable air for city resi-
dents and is being carried out
without any expectation of
reward or personal gain.

HPCL CSR initiative strengthens emergency healthcare services

MYSURU

A Basic Life Support (BLS)
ambulance donated to the
Health Department under the
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) initiative of
Hindustan Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited (HPCL) was
dedicated to public service
on Thursday by District
Health Officer Dr. P.C. Ku-
maraswamy.

The ambulance was
flagged off during a pro-
gramme held at the premises

cer’s office in Mysuru.
Speaking on the occasion,
the DHO said there was a
need to further strengthen
emergency medical services
in the Hunsur region, which
is connected by a national
highway and witnesses a sig-
nificant number of road ac-
cidents. The additional am-
bulance service will provide
timely assistance to the pub-
lic.

The new BLS ambulance
is equipped with oxygen
support systems, a suction

life-saving medical equip-
ment. It will help transport
patients quickly to the dis-
trict hospital or higher med-
ical centres during emergen-
cies, he added.

Benefits 2 lakh people

Hunsur taluk has a popu-
lation of nearly two lakh
people, of whom around
50,000 reside within the
town limits. Although two
ambulances are already in
operation, the addition of an-
other ambulance is signifi-
cant in view of the increas-

medical services, Dr. Ku-
maraswamy said.

Support for Pregnant
Women and Newborns

On an average, five to six
emergency cases are referred
every day from the Hunsur
Government Taluk Hospital
to Mysuru.

The new ambulance ser-
vice will facilitate the rapid
transportation of pregnant
women, newborn babies and
children requiring NICU
care to the district headquar-
ters. It will play an important

clock emergency healthcare
services, he said.

Strengthening Emergency
Care

Only primary treatment is
available at the Primary
Health Centre (PHC) level,
while taluk hospitals provide
first-level medical care. Pa-
tients requiring advanced
treatment need to be shifted
to district hospitals. Well-
equipped ambulance ser-
vices are therefore essential
for transporting such pa-
tients from taluk centres to

vulnerable to illness and even  environment and quality of life of the District Health Offi- machine and other essential  ing demand for emergency role in ensuring round-the-  district hospitals.
early death. She also says that  for all residents.
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Applications open
for housing scheme
in Gadag

CHNEWS, Gadag
The Karnataka Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes Nomadic Develop-
ment Corporation has in-
vited 225 applications for
housing scheme in Gadag
district for 2026-27. Appli-
cations can be submitted
from June 6 to June 20.
Applicants must submit
land ownership docu-
ments, caste and income
certificates, Aadhaar card,
recent photograph, ration
card, voter ID and bank
passbook copy. Appli-
cants should obtain
forms from Social Wel-
fare Department or Assis-
tant Director office of
their taluk and submit
within the deadline. Nan-
da Manbaratti said in the
official announcement
urging eligible candidates
to apply on time and
complete verification pro-
cess properly. Late appli-
cations will not be ac-
cepted strictly.

Leaders clash over
development claimsin
Magadi villages

CHNEWS, Magadi
A social media debate be-
tween Magadi BJP Taluk
President Prasad Gowda
and KPCC coordinator
Madhu G R has sparked
political discussion. Pras-
ad Gowda said that peo-
ple need jobs instead of
free schemes while criti-
cising the state govern-
ment guarantee progra
mmes. Madhu G R re-
sponded by challenging
himin a WhatsApp group
and invited him to join Con
gress for development. He
asked BJP to show devel-
opment work done in
Magadi villages and clai
med Congress would com
plete remaining work. The
exchange in the online gro
up has created debate in
Magadi politics and attrac
ted attention from local re
sidents and party workers.

post for Zameer Ahmed Khan

i ity Member Secretary and Se-
¢ nior Civil Judge D J Sudeen

Protesters demanded fair recognition in Congress, cited by-election
misinformation concerns, and saw participation from diverse community leaders

BENGALURU

A massive wave of protests
was reported across Karnataka
with supporters demanding
that senior Congress MLA B Z
Zameer Ahmed Khan be given
a cabinet position in the state
government.

Leaders and supporters held
demonstrations including at
Freedom Park in Bengaluru,
raising slogans and urging the
Congress leadership and AICC
high command in Delhi to in-
tervene. Organisers said the
protests were held peacefully
but reflected strong public sen-
timent across districts includ-
ing Bengaluru, Mysuru, Man-
dya, Kolar, Haveri, Kalaburagi
and Koppal.

Supporters said Khan has
consistently worked for wel-
fare schemes, development
programmes and community
support using both government
initiatives and personal efforts
over the years. They added that
he has been a symbol of hope
for poor and minority commu-

I/ L

nities and deserves a key re-
sponsibility in the present gov-
ernment structure.

The protesters said their de-
mand is not against any politi-
cal party but a request for fair
recognition of leadership con-
tribution within the ruling
Congress government. They
also urged authorities to look
into alleged misinformation
and confusion created during
recent by elections and take
appropriate action against
those responsible. The protest
saw participation from leaders

S o,
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of multiple communities in-
cluding religious heads, Dalit
organisations, Valmiki commu-
nity representatives and vari-
ous social activists.

Organisers claimed that
thousands of supporters from
different districts joined the
demonstrations showing strong
backing for the demand across
the state. They appealed to the
Congress high command to
consider the request positively
and ensure justice in political
representation within the gov-
ernment system.

has focused on large scale hous-

come housing schemes.

groups across Karnataka.

logue.

CHITRADURGA

District Legal Services Author-

¢ Kumar has appealed to the
i public and litigants to make
i full use of Lok Adalats as a

B Z Zameer Ahmed Khan is :
a senior Congress MLA in Kar-
nataka holding portfolios such
as Housing, Waqf and Minority
Welfare with key administrative
responsibilities in welfare deliv- :
ery. Since 2023 his department
i help people resolve disputes
ing programmes for economi-
cally weaker sections including :
slum development and low in-
i of the district on July 11 and

Officials say thousands of
houses have been distributed
under state housing drives and
subsidy based support has been
expanded for disadvantaged :
¢ ly or through lawyers to include

Supporters said his work in :
housing and welfare imple-
mentation has strengthened his
leadership profile and in- ;
creased expectations for a
higher role in the state cabinet. !

The movement concluded
peacefully with leaders stating :
that they will continue demo-
cratic protests and discussions
until their demand is addressed
through proper political dia- !
¢ maroh” initiative to encourage

simple and fast way to settle
court cases. He told reporters
at the District Court Mediation
Centre that Lok Adalats are be-
ing conducted as per the direc-
tions of the National and State
Legal Services Authorities to

through mutual agreement.
He said the National Lok
Adalat will be held in all courts

steps are being taken to settle pe
nding cases through concilia-
tion with prior notice to both
parties. He added that people ca
n approach the authority direct-

their cases for mediation so that
disputes can be resolved with-
out lengthy court procedures.
He also announced a special
Lok Adalat on July 18 exclu-
sively for cheque bounce cases
under the Negotiable Instru-
ments Act to provide quicker
relief to both complainants and
accused. He said the Supreme
Court is promoting Lok Ada-
lats under the “Samadhan Sa-

National Lok Adalat on
July 11 will resolve
pending cases through
conciliation; a special
Lok Adalat on July 18 will
handle cheque bounce

cases

I
amicable settlement of disputes
and reduce case burden on
courts. He informed that under
the Samadhan Samaroh progra
mme scheduled on August 21,
22 and 23, mediation is being
conducted for selected pending
cases forwarded from higher
courts. He added that district
and taluk legal service commit
tees are actively supporting the
process and parties have al-
ready been informed to partic-
ipate in mediation proceedings.
He urged citizens to avoid un-
necessary litigation and take
advantage of Lok Adalat ser-
vices for faster and cost effec-
tive justice delivery. Officials
said the Legal Services Author-
ity can be contacted at district
and taluk levels for more details
regarding case settlement pro-
grammes and legal assistance
services for the public and stres
sed the importance of awarene
ss among citizens to strengthen
alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms for better justice de
livery system across the district.

Balakrishna, a five-time MLA, said he aspires for a ministerial post
but will respect the party high command’s decision

Congress is stronger under new
CM leadership: MLA Balakrishna

MAGADI

MLA H C Balakrishna said that
the Congress party has become
stronger under the leadership of
the new Chief Minister and ex-
pressed confidence that the par-
ty will return to power again in
the 2028 Assembly elections.
Speaking to reporters at his
residence, he said former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah laid a
strong foundation for the party
and the new leadership now has
the responsibility to build on it
and further strengthen both
governance and organisation.
He said he is hopeful that the
new Chief Minister will govern
effectively and ensure contin-
ued public support for the Con-
gress in the coming years.
Responding to questions

about cabinet expansion, Bal-
akrishna said he has served as a
five time MLA and naturally
aspires for a ministerial posi-
tion but will respect the deci-
sion of the party high com-
mand.

He added that he is not mak-
ing any special lobbying efforts
and trusts the leadership to con-
sider his service, loyalty and
experience while making deci-
sions.

On the audio controversy in-
volving Zameer Ahmed Khan,
he said the leader belongs to an
important community and
should get fair opportunity and
added that the high command
will verify facts before taking
any decision.

He also said cabinet respon-
sibilities are decided based on

across districts.

level across the region.

RASHIDA AAMIR

Where do clothes that we no
longer wear go? Most of the
time they end up in landfills.
Textile recycling — the process
of recovering and reprocessing
textiles and giving them a sec-
ond life — is one solution to this
increasing issue. A 2022 paper
by Fashion for Good showed
that India generates approxi-
mately 7,800 kilotonnes of tex-
tile waste annually and in a re-
port by CSTEP revealed that
the textile industry is the
third-largest contributor to dry
municipal solid waste, follow-
ing plastics.

A major factor contributing
to textile waste is fast fashion,
the mass-production of inex-
pensive trendy clothing made
from synthetic fibers which are
worn one or two times before
getting discarded. The environ-

mental impacts of fast fashion
are high greenhouse gas emis-
sions, heavy water consump-
tion, large-scale textile waste
generation, and significant vol-
umes of microfibers entering
the oceans each year.

Rugaiyah Dharnojwala, a se-
nior social worker, shared her
experience on discovering

textile-to-textile recycling
and how it motivated her to
start a collection drive in her
community. “T was inspired by
people converting old scraps
into new fabric and wondered if
there was a way we could recy-
cle our clothes too.” Dharno-
jwala searched vigorously for a
perfect place and came to find
‘Sahaas Zero Waste: Textile Re-
covery Facility’, which turns
clothes into yarn through the
process of ‘spinning’ and then
turns it into a new fabric which
can be worn.

Dharnojwala has been run-
ning this collection drive for 4
years, when she initially started,
“It started in small numbers of
people dropping off their clo
thes but as more and more peo-
ple have found out about it, the
numbers have increased.” Stat-
ing that around 250 people par-
ticipated in the drive in May this
year. “After the drive closes, the
clothes get separated into two
piles, clothes which are in good
condition and can be reworn are
donated to people in need and
clothes which cannot be reworn
due to its poor condition and are
sent to Sahaas Zero Waste.”

“Now when I buy clothes, I
pay more attention to its quality
and how long I can wear it,”
Dharnojwala reflected on her
buying habits changing and en-
couraged others to practice a

similar mindset, “we should
purchase mindfully and choose

NABARD SUPPORT INITIATIVE

durable clothing.” Reflecting on
her first visit to Sahaas Zero
Waste factory, “I didn’t get to
see much but while observing
the workers, I noticed how time
consuming the process must be, :
from sorting through large :
amounts of clothes, separating | Fiza by Nexus Mall in Man-
multi-fiber blends, and even fa :
cing dangers of getting contam-
ination from dyes and finishes” :

Dharnojwala suggested that :
when brands design clothes, :
they should reduce blended fi- !
ber ratios, improve fiber label- : and 9:00 PM at the Upper
ing, and be in coordination with
¢ Open to participants aged 5
the very beginning. With high :
collection rates, better fiber :
traceability, accountability from !
brands, and policy enforcement
for reduction of textile waste :
from design to disposal, textile
recycling will stand a stronger
chance towards saving our
i event will bring fun, competi-

textile recycling factories from

planet.

C Krishniah Chetty launches
jewellery expo in Mysuru

. MYSURU

i C. Krishniah Chetty Group of
merit and representation and :
not by taking away one leader’s
portfolio and giving it to anoth-
er.Balakrishna said the party
will consider regional balance
and community representation : June 8, 2026, at Hotel Grand
while allocating responsibilities  :
i heritage craftsmanship and

He expressed confidence that
internal differences will be re-
solved by the high command ‘!
and stressed unity within the :
party.Leaders including TAP- :
CMS president Shivaprasad
and several Congress function- :
aries were present during the
interaction where political de- :
velopments and future election :
strategies were discussed and  :
party members expressed opti-
mism about strengthening the :
organisation at the grassroots :
i temporary style.

Jewellers, a 157-year-old lega-
cy brand, has launched an ex-
clusive four-day jewellery ex-
hibition in Mysuru. The event
is being held from June 5 to

Mercure, bringing together

modern jewellery designs un-
der one roof.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by Indian actress and
model Roshni Prakash, mark-
ing the beginning of a show-
case that highlights rare gem-
stones, fine gold creations, and
innovative jewellery designs.
The brand, known for serving
royal families and jewellery
connoisseurs for over a centu-
ry, is presenting pieces that
combine tradition with con-

Company representatives

i said the exhibition aims to con-

Can sustainable fashion reduce textile pollution impact?

nect with customers in Mysuru

and showcase collections that
reflect both artistic excellence
and emotional value. The dis-
play includes pearls, emeralds,
rubies, amethysts, citrine, tur-
quoise, and diamonds, each
designed with detailed crafts-
manship to suit both traditional
and modern preferences.

Speaking at the event, Rosh-
ni Prakash said the jewellery
pieces represent stories, emo-
tions, and cultural heritage.
She appreciated the craftsman-
ship and said visitors would
value the attention to detail in
every design presented at the
exhibition.

Mr. Gopal Singh, Head of

FIZA MALL LAUNCHES

LIAR’S UNO BATTLE EVENT

_in district hostels
tion, and community bonding
for visitors of all age groups
visiting the mall. Participants :
can relax, enjoy friendly com-
petition, and test their bluffing
skills while spending quality :
time with family and friends !
during the event. Fiza by !
Nexus Mall invites everyone
to take part and promises an !
entertaining experience filled !
with games excitement and :
¢ mittee meeting held at the Zil-
& Ll la Panchayat hall on Friday.

* _.___= ' from the Rural Drinking Wa-

B 77 ¢ ter and Sanitation Department

; to regularly check water
i ¢ sources and conduct laborato-
i 1y tests of samples supplied to

. hostels. He stressed the need

MANGALURU

galuru is hosting the exciting
Liar’s UNO Battle event for
families, friends, and gaming
lovers. Participants can join
the competition from 5th to
7th June between 12:30 PM

Ground Floor Central Atrium.

years and above, the event of-
fers a chance to win a cash
prize of 10,000 rupees. Cus-
tomers can collect UNO cards
from Funkey’s and Baby Toys
store inside the mall and eas-
ily take part in the game. Or-
ganisers said the three day

rewards for winners.

\

Farmers training centre launched in Baddepalli village

YADGIR

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said Yadgir
and Raichur are aspirational
districts aimed at overall devel-
opment with support from all
stakeholders. She inaugurated
Farmers Training and Com-
mon Facility Centre at Badde-
palli to support agricultural
conservation and farmer in-
come growth. She highlighted
that Yadgir faces low female
literacy poverty weak infra-
structure shortage of teachers
and low per capita income.
The district produces 22500

metric tonnes of groundnuts
and the centre will promote
processing value addition and
women empowerment.

The initiative will help farm-
ers access markets through e
commerce platforms like Am-

azon and Flipkart and improve
branding and income. The
Farmers Training and Com-
mon Facility Centres under
MPLADS and NABARD aim
to reduce post harvest losses
and support rural enterprises.

The Baddepalli Mahila Raitha
Producer Company runs this
women led unit focusing on
groundnut value chains and
local employment.

MLA Sharanagouda Kanda-
kura said the district suffers
poverty migration poor ser-
vices and needs jobs railway
upgrades and highway devel-
opment. Farmer producer or-
ganisation cheques were dis-
tributed and progressive farm-
ers were honoured at the event
attended by senior officials and
dignitaries. Officials said the
project will strengthen ground-
nut processing in Yadgir im-

prove prices for farmers create
jobs for women and build
strong rural economy.

The facility has capacity of
648 metric tonnes annually and
will produce roasted ground-
nuts butter oil and deoiled cake
using procurement from AP-
MCs and farmers. The minister
stressed digital registration of
products wider branding and
strong sales growth in the first
year through online platforms.
She said equal cooperation be-
tween central state and district
bodies is needed to remove
backwardness and ensure sus-
tainable development.

all stakeholders.

Group, said the brand contin-
ues to focus on meaningful
jewellery that blends beauty
with purpose. He also intro-
duced the crash.club collec-
tion, featuring lab-grown dia-
monds created using advanced
technology with reduced envi-
ronmental impact, promoting
sustainable luxury.

The company stated that the
Mysuru showcase offers exclu-
sive collections, expert consul-
tations, and special offers for
customers, making it a unique
experience that combines her-
itage, innovation, and respon-
sible luxury for visitors.

CEO orders safe
drinking water

KARWAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. Dileesh
Shashi has directed officials
to ensure the supply of clean
drinking water in all student
hostels across the district. He
gave the instructions while
chairing the District Water
and Sanitation Mission Com-

Dr. Shashi asked officers

¢ for continuous monitoring to
i ensure students receive safe
¢ and good-quality drinking
¢ water without interruption.

He also instructed hostel

i authorities and water depart-
¢ ment officials to work in close

The centre is expected to be-
come a model for women led :
agro processing units and
boost agricultural income in
the region. The event marked a :
significant step for rural devel- :
opment in Yadgir with focus
on agriculture women empow-
erment and better market ac- : tions.The CEO further said
cess. Leaders expressed hope
that the initiative will reduce
poverty improve education and
create sustainable livelihoods
for farmers and women in Yad-
gir district in the coming years
through coordinated govern-
ment efforts and support from
¢ cially in water-scarce regions.

coordination to maintain wa-
ter safety standards. He said
regular testing of drinking
water in schools and Angan-
wadis must be carried out to
protect the health of children
and ensure hygiene standards
are maintained in all institu-

that after drilling new bore-
wells, steps should be taken to
improve groundwater levels
in surrounding areas. He sug-
gested installing water re-
charge systems to keep bore-
wells functional and sustain-
able in the long term, espe-
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Amit Suryainspires
with green birthday
celebration

CH NEWS, Magadi
Eight year old Amit Surya
from Nataraja Layout in
Magadi town celebrated
his birthday in a simple
and eco friendly way by
avoiding cake and using
saved money to buy over
hundred flower and fruit
saplings. He distributed
the saplings to Vasavi
Vidyapeeth school and
nearby residents as a birth
day gesture encouraging
environmental awareness
and green pra ctices. Tea
chers headmas ter and lo-
cal people appreciated his
initiative calling it a role
model act for other chil-
dren and elders in society.
He has become an inspira-
tion for en vironmental
care and sustainable living
among young students.

Street vendors’
convention to press
10 demands

CHNEWS, Raichur
A convention of street ve
ndors under the Kalyana
Karnataka Street Vendors
Association will be held in
Raichur on June 6, an-
nounced leaders of the or-
ganisation. The event, or-
ganised with the support
of the Karnataka Pra desh
Congress Committee, aim
s to highlight 10 key de-
mands of street ven dors
across the region, includ-
ing establishment of dedi-
cated vending zones and
proper implementation of
welfare schemes. Organis-
ers said the convention is
being held to draw govern
ment attention to long- pe
nding issues faced by ven-
dorsin all seven districts
of Kalyana Karnataka. Aro
und 3,000 street vendors
are expected to partici-
pate in the progra mme,
which will be inaugu rated
by Minister Dr. Sharanapr
akash Patil. Local MLAs
and civic officials are also
expected to attend. Lead-
ers said a bike rally will be
held before the event, star
ting from Shettibhavi Circle
to Pandit Siddarama Jam-
baladinni Rangamandir.
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DC calls for collective

“environmental responsibility

¢ ment Authority has issued a

Jaibunnisa highlighted environmental destruction’s health impacts, urging
conservation efforts and noting nature protects humanity when preserved

MANGALURU

Deputy Commissioner Dar-
shan H.V. on Friday empha-
sized that environmental pro-
tection is a collective responsi-
bility and urged citizens to
maintain cleanliness in their
surroundings to safeguard all
forms of life.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating World Environment
Day celebrations jointly organ-
ised by the district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat Dakshina
Kannada, Karnataka State Pol-
lution Control Board, and the
Forest Department at KPT in
Mangaluru.

The Deputy Commissioner
said that clean air, water, and
food are essential for the sur-
vival of all living beings. He
noted that environmental deg-

radation is increasing due to
modern lifestyles and growing
consumption patterns, and
called for greater awareness
and responsibility among citi-
zens to preserve nature for fu-
ture generations.

“If every individual protects
the environment around their
home, society as a whole will
benefit from a healthier and
safer ecosystem,” he said,

stressing the importance of
grassroots action in environ-
mental conservation. District
Legal Services Authority Mem-
ber Secretary Jaibunnisa also
addressed the gathering, high-
lighting the impact of environ-
mental destruction on human
health. She urged people to
actively participate in conser-
vation efforts and stated that
nature, if protected, would in

Dowry and the Cost of Human Lives

OISHANI MUKHERJEE

In India, the practice of dowry
was banned on May 1, 1961,
with the enactment of the
Dowry Prohibition Act. More
than six decades later, however,
the question remains: has dow-
ry truly disappeared, or has it
simply taken on different forms
under the names of gifts, sha-
gun, or contributions made for
a daughter’s well-being?

According to the latest avail-
able National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data, India re-
corded 5,737 dowry deaths in
2024 and 6,156 in 2023, aver-
aging nearly 17 deaths every
day. Despite legal prohibitions
and growing awareness, dow-
ry-related violence continues to
affect thousands of women
across the country.

The recent death of Twisha
Sharma on May 12, 2026, just
five months after her marriage,
brought renewed attention to
the issue. Twisha’s family has
alleged that she was subjected
to harassment over dowry de-
mands by her husband and
mother-in-law. The accused
have denied the allegations,
and the case remains under in-

vestigation.

Independent womens rights
activist Shashwati Sahoo said
the persistence of dowry re-
flects deeper social and institu-
tional failures. “Despite being
illegal, the dowry system per-
sists due to weak enforcement
of laws, inadequate protection
for women, and a lack of edu-
cation and awareness; she said.

According to Sahoo, many
dowry-related cases follow a
similar pattern, where warning
signs are ignored until it is too
late. “The common pattern in
such cases is the failure to pro-
tect women despite warning
signs, with families often
choosing to adjust, negotiate,
or remain silent rather than re-
port abuse due to social pres-
sure;” she said.

Another concern is the way
some suspicious deaths are ini-
tially treated. Sahoo believes
that misreporting dowry-relat-
ed deaths as suicides or acci-
dents can severely affect inves-
tigations and accountability. “It
is deeply disturbing, as misre-
porting a dowry-related death
as a suicide or accident can
significantly alter the course of
an investigation, especially

when evidence is limited or not :
immediately apparent. It also !
undermines public confidence
in the systemss ability to protect :
women and hold perpetrators

accountable,” she said.

The justice system also faces
challenges. With more than :
83,000 dowry-related cases
pending in courts, many fami- :
lies are forced to endure long :
legal battles while seeking jus-
tice. “Prolonged delays in jus- :
tice can weaken public faith in
the judicial system and dis-
courage victims and their fam-

ilies from coming forward,”
Sahoo said.

When asked what steps are :
needed to address the issue, she
emphasized stronger imple-
mentation of existing laws, :
faster investigations, stricter
accountability for offenders, :

and greater public awareness.

Despite being outlawed for !
several decades, dowry contin-
ues to persist. While its form
may have evolved over time, !
the underlying mindset re- ;
mains unchanged. Material
gain is still too often valued
above the lives, dignity, and

well-being of women.

KRRS and Hasiaru Sene protested at Gollaleshwar Agro Agency over
alleged insult to farmer Dattu Pujari

Farmers protest agro
agency in Afzalpur incident

AFZALPUR

Tension prevailed in Afzalpur
on Thursday after farmers
staged a protest against a local
agro agency, alleging mistreat-
ment of a farmer who had gone
to purchase fertilizers.

Members of the Karnataka
Rajya Raitha Sangha and Ha-
siaru Sene gathered at the Gol-
laleshwar Agro Agency and
expressed strong anger over the
alleged incident. Protesters
claimed that farmer Dattu Pu-
jari was insulted when he visit-
ed the agency to buy agricul-
tural inputs, leading to wide-
spread resentment among the
farming community.

The agitators accused the
agency owners of disrespectful
behaviour towards farmers and
demanded strict action against
those responsible. As the pro-
test intensified, demonstrators
locked the agro centre and
raised slogans condemning the
alleged misconduct.

The situation briefly turned
tense when farmers and agency
representatives engaged in a
heated exchange at the site. As
emotions escalated, there was
concern that the protest could
turn more volatile.

Police and officials from the
Agriculture Department quick-
ly arrived at the spot to bring
the situation under control.

and order was maintained in
the area.Authorities later assur

their complaints would be in-
tion would be taken based on
findings. Officials also appeal
ed for calm and urged both par

quiry process.

Farmer leaders reiterated that
agricultural service provid ers | Subash C. Yaragal, Deputy Di-
i rector of NITK Surathkal, alo
ct, as farmers play a vital role in :
the food supply system. They
warned that repeated incidents :
¢ volvement turned the event into
to further protests in the future. :

must treat cultivators with respe

of alleged disrespect could lead

. MANGALURU

i The National Institute of Tech-
i nology Karnataka Surathkal
i conducted a tree plantation
i drive on its campus to mark
i World Environment Day, rein-
¢ forcing its commitment to en-
; vironmental sustainability and
They intervened between the :
two sides and ensured that law :
; the national campaign “Ek Ped
i Maa Ke Naam,” launched by
ed the protesting farmers that !
i Modi, which encourages citi-
vestigated and appropriate ac-
i trees in the name of their
i mothers as a symbolic step to-
i ward environmental protection
ties to cooperate during the in-

ecological awareness.
The initiative aligned with
Prime Minister Narendra

zens across the country to plant

and biodiversity conservation.
The programme witnessed
active participation from Prof.

ng with several Deans, faculty
members, administrative staff,
and students. Their collective in

a strong demonstration of insti-

turn protect humanity.

As part of the celebrations,
prizes were distributed to win-
ners of various competitions
held to promote environmental
awareness. Seed balls and cloth
bags were also distributed to :
encourage eco-friendly practic-
¢ pected over the next several

Earlier in the day, a rally ;
from Yeyyadi to KPT was or-
ganised as part of the World
Environment Day observance.
The rally was flagged off by
Principal District Judge Basa- !
varaj and saw participation |
from students, officials, and :
members of the public. The :
programme reflected a coordi-
nated effort by multiple depart- :
ments in Karnataka to promote :
environmental awareness and
encourage sustainable living :
i heavy rain and lightning to
i prevent accidents and loss of

es among participants.

practices among citizens.

DC urges climate
action report
preparation in
Koppal

KOPPAL

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal has directed
officials to prepare a detailed
report on the implementa-
tion of the climate change
action plan in Koppal dis-
trict. He gave the instruction
during the valedictory cere-
mony of a training workshop
held at the Zilla Panchayat
Samiti hall on Friday, organ-
ised in collaboration with
EMPRI and the Karnataka
State Council of Science and
Technology. Dr. Itnal said it
is important for all depart-
mental officers to clearly un-
derstand the performance
indicators of the climate
change action plan. He asked
them to work seriously on
preparing a proper report
that reflects the district’s
progress in implementing
these measures. He also
stressed the need for coordi-
nated efforts among depart-
ments to achieve climate-re-
lated goals effectively.

lution. They emphasized that

educational institutions have a
key res ponsibility in shaping :
environ mentally conscious cit-
izens. The event also served asa
platform to strengthen the me !
ssage of sustainable develop-
ment and collective action. By
¢ A video circulating on social
the institute reaffirmed its role
in supporting government-led
. the Konchadi locality of Man-

joining the national campaign,

environmental initiatives.

Kalabura31 launched 15 lakh cc road work

KALABURAGI

A new infrastructure devel-
opment project was launched
in Kalaburagi as the Mayor
initiated the construction of a
%15 lakh cement concrete
(CC) road in Kanta Colony
under Ward No. 43.

The project is being execut-
ed using savings from the
15th Finance Commission
scheme, aimed at strengthen-
ing basic civic infrastructure
across the city. Officials stated
that the road construction
work is part of a broader plan
to improve connectivity and

enhance living conditions in
residential areas.

Mayor Varsha Jane formally
inaugurated the work and
highlighted that priority is be-
ing given to the development
of essential infrastructure

across various wards. She said
that roads, drainage systems,
and drinking water facilities
are being taken up in phases
to address long-pending civic
needs of residents.

According to civic officials,

the initiative is expected to
significantly improve trans-
portation within Kanta Colo-
ny, benefiting daily commut-
ers and local residents. The
upgraded road will also help
in reducing waterlogging is-
sues during the monsoon sea-
son and ensure smoother
movement of vehicles.
Contractors involved in the
project include Kumaraswamy
Hiremath, Nagesh Mathpati,
Shivakumar Panchal, Akash
Chavan Udanur, and Parashu-
ram Guttedar. Local leaders
and residents were also present
during the inauguration cere-

ment work.

urban infrastructure and pub-
lic amenities.

of the city.
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~ District issues monsoon
safety advisory in Udup1

UDUPI

The District Disaster Manage-

¢ comprehensive monsoon safe-
ity advisory for Udupi District
¢ following an Orange Alert is-
© sued by the India Meteorolog-
i ical Department and the Kar-

nataka State Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre for the
coastal region.

Authorities have urged resi-
dents to remain cautious as
heavy rainfall, strong winds,
and lightning activity are ex-

days. The Deputy Commis-
sioner and district officials
have appealed to the public to
stay indoors during adverse
weather conditions and avoid
unnecessary travel during pe-
riods of intense rain or wind.
Residents, including children
and outdoor workers, have
been advised to take shelter in
safe buildings during thunder-
storms. Farmers have been spe-
cifically instructed to suspend
agricultural activities during

life.
Fishermen and tourists have

¢ been strictly warned to avoid
: entering rivers, lakes, and the
i sea during the alert period. Of-
i ficials stressed that coastal and
: waterbody areas may become
¢ highly dangerous due to rough
i weather conditions.

The advisory also cautioned

. people against standing near
¢ weak or dilapidated buildings,
i tall trees, electric poles, or bro-
¢ ken power lines, as these pose
¢ significant risks during storms.
i Residents living in land-
. slide-prone and vulnerable ar-

With heavy rain and
strong winds expected
over the next seven days,
Udupi district authorities
urge residents to stay
alert and follow safety
protocols.

eas have been advised to con-
tact tahsildar offices or gram
panchayat authorities and shift
to designated caution centres if
necessary. Those residing in
structurally weak houses have
been encouraged to relocate
temporarily to safer shelters to
avoid risk during the ongoing
weather alert. District and ta-
luk-level officers, along with
nodal officers and local disaster
management committees, have
been instructed to remain on
duty and ensure rapid response
in case of emergencies.

The public has been in-
formed that assistance and up-
dates can be obtained through
District and Taluk Disaster
Management Control Rooms
or nearby tahsildar offices acr
oss Karnataka. Authorities re-
iterated that strict adherence to
safety guidelines is essential to
prevent loss of life and proper-
ty during the monsoon season.

Police recover stolen
gold in Bantwal case

. MANGALURU

¢ Mangaluru police have success-
. fully recovered stolen gold jew-
. ellery and arrested two individ-
¢ uals in connection with a house
. burglary registered under FIR
¢ No. 71/2026 in Bantwal taluk.

The case was investigated by

i the Dakshina Kannada District
¢ Police following a complaint
¢ lodged at the Bantwal Town Po-
. lice Station. Acting swiftly on
. leads, the police team traced
¢ and recovered the stolen prop-
.\ \ . . erty within a short period.
NITK joins tree plantation drive = fhe seized iems include o
; a pair of gold earrings, with an
tutional unity and environmen-
tal responsibility. Saplings were | 2.5 lakh. Officials confirmed
planted across designated areas
of the campus, highlighting the
institute’s ongoing effor ts to
maintain and expand its gr een
cover. Participants expres sed
commitment to nurturing the
planted saplings to ensure their :
long-term survival and contri-
bution to the campus ecosystem.
Officials noted that such ini- :
tiatives play an important role
in raising awareness among stu-
dents about environmental :
challenges such as climate
change, deforestation, and pol- !

Drainage failure triggers

The seized items include a

estimated total value of around

that the recovery was made af-
ter coordinated efforts by the
local investigation team.

Two suspects have been ar-
rested in connection with the
case. One is an 18-year-old res-
ident of Bantwal taluk, while
the other is a 22-year-old indi-
vidual from outside the state.
Both have been charged under
relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code, including house
trespass and theft.

Police stated that the arrests
were made based on detailed
investigative leads gathered
during the initial stages of the
probe. The swift action helped
ensure the recovery of stolen
valuables and prevented further
disposal of the property.

Authorities have urged the
rightful owners of recovered
items to visit the police station,
identify the jewellery through
proper verification, and claim
their belongings.

Officials also highlighted that
the successful operation reflects
the efficiency and alertness of
the district police in tackling
property-related crimes. They
emphasized that such coordi-
nated efforts are essential to
maintaining public trust and
ensuring safety in the region.

The department further en-
couraged citizens to report sus-
picious activities promptly, not-
ing that quick communication
with law enforcement plays a
crucial role in solving cases ef-
fectively across Karnataka.

flooding in Mangaluru

MANGALURU

media has highlighted severe
civic infrastructure issues in

¢ galuru, where a scooter rider
: was seen struggling to navigate
i through heavily waterlogged
¢ streets due to drainage failure.

The footage, shared by social

© media user Sukesh J. Bhandary,
¢ shows inundated roads leading
mony, expressing appreciation
for the long-awaited develop-
¢ lapsed underground drainage

Officials reiterated that sim- :
ilar development projects will
continue across other wards in
Karnataka under various gov-

fall.

ernment schemes to improve

toward Nagakannika Temple,
exposing the impact of a col-

system in the area. The visuals
have sparked concern among
residents about the recurring
flooding problem during rain-

In his post, Bhandary urged

i the Mangaluru City Corpora-

The launch of the CC road :
project reflects ongoing efforts
by the municipal administra- :
tion to address civic infrastruc-
ture gaps and ensure better
urban living standards for res-
idents in rapidly growing parts
© ing questions about the mainte-

tion and the City Police Com-
missioner to take immediate
action to resolve the issue. He
pointed out that the failure of
the drainage line has left the lo-
cality highly vulnerable to
flooding whenever it rains, rais-

nance of essential civic infra-
structure. Residents of the area
have expressed frustration over
the repeated waterlogging, stat-
ing that the problem has per-
sisted despite earlier com-
plaints. They allege that inade-
quate maintenance of stormwa-
ter drains has worsened the
situation, especially during the
mMonsoon season.

With the southwest monsoon
becoming active across coastal
Karnataka in June, such inci-
dents of flooding and water
stagnation are increasingly be-
ing reported. Locals fear that
continued neglect could lead to
more severe disruptions in the
coming weeks if corrective
measures are not taken
promptly. Citizens have called
for urgent intervention to re-
pair and up grade the drainage
system to ensure safe and
smooth movement for com-
muters. They stressed that
proper urban planning and reg-
ular maintenance are essential
to prevent recurrin g mon-
soon-related hardships.
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India Reaffirms Bilateral Process

Chinar Plantation
Drive Begins in
Himachal Pradesh

Shimla
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday launched
the first phase of the Chi-
nar plantation drive from
his official residence, Oak
Over, on the occasion of
World Environment Day.
The initiative aims to in-
crease green cover and
create awareness about
environmental conserva-
tion. The Chinar tree,
known for its dense shade,
beauty and ecological val-
ue, is considered suitable
for Shimla’s climate. The
Chief Minister also released
four publications on forest-
ry, environmental manage-
ment and eco-tourism,
highlighting conservation
efforts, development pro-
jectsand 75 major
eco-tourism destinations
across Himachal Pradesh.

Masked Duo Seen at
Professor’s Home
before Murder

New Delhi
A masked man and wom-
an carrying bags were
seen entering the resi-
dence of Delhi University
professor Debosmita Paul
on June 3, the day investi-
gators believe she was
murdered. According to
sources, the pair stayed
inside the flat for nearly
30 minutes before leav-
ing. Police are examining
whether their visit oc-
curred before or after the
killing. Paul, an Assistant
Professor at Shivaji Col-
lege, was found dead in
her Vasundhara Enclave
apartment on Thursday.
CCTV footage reportedly
shows the duo arriving in
a private cab and using
the staircase instead of
the lift to reach the flat.

for Deporting Illegal Bangladeshis

MEA confirms 13 foreign nationals killed in Malviya Nagar fire incident

NEW DELHI

India on Friday reiterated that
it follows a structured bilater-
al mechanism for the deporta-
tion of illegal Bangladeshi
nationals and expressed hope
that Bangladesh would speed
up the verification of pending
nationality requests.

Speaking during the weekly
media briefing, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said India has
clear legal procedures to deal
with foreign nationals staying
in the country illegally, in-
cluding citizens of Bangla-
desh.

Jaiswal stated that all for-
eign nationals found living
illegally in India are dealt
with according to the law. He
said deportation can only take
place after Bangladesh con-
firms the nationality of the

individuals concerned through
an existing bilateral arrange-
ment between the two coun-
tries.

According to him, India
first refers such cases to Ban-
gladeshi authorities for verifi-
cation. Once nationality is
confirmed, the deportation
process is carried forward. He
also noted that several re-
quests sent by India are still
awaiting a response from
Bangladesh.

The spokesperson said India
hopes these pending cases will
be processed quickly so that
deportations can be completed
smoothly and efficiently.

His remarks came amid
fresh allegations by Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB),
which claimed it had prevent-
ed 10 separate attempts by
India’s Border Security Force
(BSF) to push people into

Bangladesh across different
border locations over a 24-
hour period.

The BGB claimed standoffs
occurred in Jhenaidah, Jessore
and Panchagarh, alleging a
BSF attempt to move 30-35
people into Bangladesh was
stopped. It said border sur-
veillance and patrols have
been intensified and vowed to
prevent illegal entries. India
maintains that migration and
deportation issues are ad-

The Ministry of External
Affairs said 13 foreign
nationals were among
the 21 people killed in
the Malviya Nagar fire
in Delhi. MEA spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
said India is coordinating
with the victims' embas-
sies to provide assis-
tance and complete
formalities. Around 20
to 22 foreign nationals
were injured. Meanwhile,
hotel co-owner Lavkesh
Bajaj has been arrested
and remanded to four
days of police custody
as investigations into the
deadly blaze continue.

dressed through legal bilateral
mechanisms.

Supreme Court advised petitioner to approach Allahabad High Court over
vacancies in Uttar Pradesh Human Rights Commission

SC Declines Plea on UP Rights Panel Vacancies

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
declined to hear a public in-
terest litigation seeking direc-
tions to fill vacant posts in the
Uttar Pradesh Human Rights
Commission and to create a
standard procedure for timely
appointments in human rights
bodies across the country.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and V. Ma-
hadevan questioned whether
the matter could be directly
raised before the apex court
under Article 32 of the Con-
stitution. The bench suggested
that the petitioner should ap-
proach the Allahabad High
Court, noting that High

Courts have been monitoring
such issues.

During the hearing, the pe-
titioner’s counsel argued that
the Uttar Pradesh Human
Rights Commission had been
functioning without a chair-
person for nearly two years
and currently had only two
members. The counsel also
pointed out that a related mat-
ter concerning vacancies in
the National Human Rights
Commission was already
pending before the Supreme
Court.

However, the bench was
not inclined to examine the
issue. When the petitioner at-
tempted to present details of
vacancies in various state hu-

man rights commissions, the
court indicated that it would
not entertain the petition.
Following the court’s ob-
servations, the petitioner
withdrew the plea and sought

permission to move the Alla-
habad High Court. The Su-
preme Court then dismissed
the matter as withdrawn while
granting liberty to pursue
remedies before the High
Court.

The petition sought prompt
appointments to vacant posts
in the Uttar Pradesh Human
Rights Commission and a uni-
form system for timely ap-
pointments nationwide. Filed
through advocate Aviral Sax-
ena, it argued that long-stand-
ing vacancies had hampered
the commission’s work and
pointed to similar staffing
shortages in several other
state human rights commis-
sions.
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Delhi Opens Oxygen
Parks, Launches
Green Drive

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Friday inaugurated
18 “Namo Oxygen Parks” and
announced a plan to plant
more than 15 lakh saplings
across the national capital.
The initiative was launched
on World Environment Day
2026 along with several envi-
ronmental programmes under
the nationwide “Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam” campaign.

The inauguration was held
jointly with Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender Ya-
dav at the Namo Oxygen Park
in Maidangarhi. According to
officials, the parks have been
developed as green spaces
that will help improve air
quality, increase biodiversity
and provide recreational areas
for residents.

Addressing the gathering,
Gupta urged citizens to ac-
tively participate in the plan-
tation drive. She appealed to
people to plant and care for
saplings and suggested form-
ing local committees to en-
sure that the plants grow into
healthy trees. She called upon
residents to support the gov-
ernment’s efforts to create a
cleaner and greener Delhi.

The Chief Minister said her
government, which has com-
pleted just over a year in of-
fice, has received valuable

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta inaugurated 18
Namo Oxygen Parks
and announced a
major plantation
campaign to improve
Delhi’s environment
and tackle pollution

guidance from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Envi-
ronment Minister Bhupender
Yadav in addressing pollu-
tion-related challenges.

In a message posted on so-
cial media, Gupta encouraged
Delhi residents to join the “Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam” campaign
by planting a tree in honour of
their mothers and taking re-
sponsibility for its care.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said the Delhi govern-
ment will introduce mea-
sures such as complete road
carpeting to reduce dust pol-
lution. Union Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said efforts are
underway to curb emissions
from roads, vehicles and in-
dustries through mechanised
cleaning, monitoring systems
and pollution-control tech-
nologies. He added that ur-
ban greening projects, in-
cluding Namo Vans and eco-
parks, are being expanded
nationwide.

NCC Trains Hundred Cadets
In Historic Paramotor Course

GUWAHATI

The National Cadet Corps
(NCC) has achieved a major
milestone by successfully
conducting its first-ever
All-India Basic Paramotor
Course, training 100 Senior
Division Boy Cadets as cer-
tified basic paramotor pilots
within a month.

The landmark programme
concluded at the National
Institute of Mountaineering
and Adventure Sports (NI-
MAYS) Centre in Guwahati.
Officials said the achieve-
ment marks a significant
step in expanding adventure
and skill-based training op-
portunities for NCC cadets
across the country.

The first All-India course
was held from May 21 to
June 4 and involved 50 nov-
ice cadets from 10 states and
Union Territories. During
the 15-day training pro-
gramme, participants
learned essential paramotor-
ing skills, including ground
handling, powered flight
operations and aerial navi-
gation.

According to officials, all
cadets successfully complet-
ed the course and demon-
strated determination, disci-

pline and courage through-
out the training. Each partic-
ipant completed at least five
solo flights before being
awarded certification as a
basic paramotor pilot.

The training was conduct-
ed by the NIMAS Paramotor
Node in Guwahati, the only
civilian institution in India
authorised, apart from the
Armed Forces, to provide
certified paramotor training.
The institute offered expert
instructors, a Directorate
General of Civil Avia-
tion-compliant training cur-
riculum and strict safety
supervision during the pro-
gramme.

The All-India course fol-
lowed another successful
initiative conducted by the
NCC North Eastern Region
Directorate from May 4 to
May 19. In that programme,
50 cadets from northeastern
states received similar para-
motor training and earned
certification.

NCC trained 100 cadets in
under a month, setting a
new milestone in aero-ad-
venture training. It plans to
train 60 girl cadets later this
year and include paramotor-
ing as a regular feature of its
annual training curriculum.

SURAT

er’s name as a symbol of respect
and environmental responsibility.

 GRENDRNE
PM Plants Sapling; Reviews Surat Projects

Kerala Plans Insurance Cover for Forest Residents

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Forest Minister Shibu
Baby John has announced plans
to introduce an insurance
scheme for people living in for-
est and hilly areas in associa-
tion with local panchayats. He
said the Forest Department
would take responsibility for
the safety of residents and pro-
vide compensation when re-
quired. Discussions with public
sector insurance companies are
underway for implementing the
scheme.

The minister said the initia-
tive is part of the state govern-
ment's 100-day programme and
aims to strengthen support for
communities living near for-
ests. He added that the depart-
ment would work closely with
farmers and local residents to
ensure better cooperation in ad-
dressing wildlife-related issues.

To reduce human-animal
conflicts, the government plans
to extend solar fencing from the
current 2,000 km to 2,500 km
initially and later to 3,000 km
across the state. The measure is

expected to help protect people
and farmlands in forest fringe
areas. John also announced a
detailed study on the growing
tiger population in Wayanad.
He said a tiger typically re-
quires around 20 square kilo-
metres of habitat, while avail-
able space in Wayanad is much
lower, contributing to frequent
human-wildlife encounters. The
minister noted that the number
of Rapid Response Teams
should be increased to improve
the department’s ability to han-
dle wildlife emergencies.

Former Andhra MLA
Arrested in Land Grab Case

HYDERABAD

Cyberabad Police have arrest-
ed former Andhra Pradesh
MLA Bolla Brahma Naidu in
connection with an alleged
conspiracy to grab govern-
ment land worth around
21,000 crore.

The YSRCP leader, named
as the main accused, was ar-
rested in Kancheepuram,
Tamil Nadu, a day after the

Telangana High Court reject-
ed his anticipatory bail plea.
Police said the case involves
an alleged attempt to en-
croach on 10 acres of govern-
ment land in Gandipet using
forged government orders,
fake revenue records and fab-
ricated documents. Several
other accused have already
been arrested as investiga-
tions continue.

ARGENTINA SEEKS STRONGER
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIA

NEW DELHI

Argentina’s sixth-largest trading

Argentina has called for deeper co-
operation with India, highlighting
the strong economic complementar-
ity between the two countries and
the growing opportunities for trade

and investment.

Speaking at the India-Latin Amer-
ica and Caribbean Roundtable in
New Delhi, Mariano Caucino said
India and Argentina are naturally
suited to work together due to their
shared interests and complementary
economies. He noted that relations
between New Delhi and Buenos Ai-
res are built on common values and
mutually beneficial economic ties.

The envoy said India has become

partner and expressed confidence
that cooperation between the two
countries will continue to expand
despite the geographical distance
separating them. He also high-
lighted India's growing impor-
tance in global affairs, describing
it as one of the world’s five larg-
est economies and the fast-
est-growing major economy. Cau-
cino stressed the increasing signif-
icance of Asia and the Indo-Pacif-
ic region, noting that nearly 60
per cent of the world's population
lives in this part of the globe. He
said policymakers in Argentina
recognise India's strategic role in
shaping the global economy.

[

S Sk @ Canara Bank
]

(A Government Of India Undertaking)
Head Office: Bangalore

ARM-1 Branch,
2nd Floor, No.86, Spencer Tower,
M.G. Road Bengaluru-560001
Ph:080-25310066, E-mail: ch2366@canarabank.com

SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
described movable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been
taken by the Authorised Officer of ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of the Canara Bank, will be sold on
“As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 23.06.2026 (10.30 AM to 11.30 AM), for recovery of
Rs. 85,65,74,295.84 as on 01.06.2026 with further interest and cost thereon due to the ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of
Canara Bank from (1) M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd) Represented by its Hon. Secretary —
Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Faroogia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore 570 021,
(2) Mr. (Prof) Riaz Ahmed, President &Trustee, (3) Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Secretary & Trustee,
(4) Mr. K C Shoukath Pasha, Joint Secretary & Trustee, (5) Dr. Abdur Rahman, Trustee, (6) Dr. M Sayeeb Ahmed,
Trustee, (7) Mr. S P Ahmed Jan, Trustee. (8) Mr. (Prof.) Syed Akheel Ahmed, Trustee, (9) Mr. Ahmed Agha, Trustee,
(10) Mr. Arif Mehkri, Trustee, (11) Dr. Muneer Ahmed, Trustee, (12) Mr. A S Sardar, Trustee, (13) Mr. Akbar Sayeed,
Trustee (now reportedly died), Address of the above 2 to 13 M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd),
Faroogia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore 570021.

The Earnest Money shall be Deposited by way of E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/)
portal directly or by generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as

and future expansion plans at key

pabilities at various industrial

mentioned in the said challan on or before 22.06.2026 - 5.00 pm. (%.In Lakhs)
e . Reserve Incremental | Inspection
Lot Description of the immovable Price EMD | ™\ 1e date & time
1 |Allthat piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha No. 15.06.2026
A-1toA-14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri Mysore- 10.00 AM
570019. Measuring East to West 500 Feet and North to South 170+150/2 feet**| ¥ E4 £4 to

672,00 [67.20| 1.0

industrial facilities in the area.

sites. Authorities said continued

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday marked World Envi-
ronment Day by taking part in a
tree plantation drive under the
“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” cam-
paign and reviewing major in-
dustrial and infrastructure proj-
ects in Gujarat’s Hazira region.
As part of the programme, the
Prime Minister planted a sapling
and encouraged citizens to par-
ticipate in environmental conser-
vation efforts. The campaign,
launched by him on World Envi-
ronment Day in 2024, urges peo-
ple to plant a tree in their moth-

Over time, the initiative has
grown into a nationwide move-
ment aimed at increasing green
cover and raising
awareness about envi-
ronmental protection.
During his visit to
Gujarat, Modi also re-
viewed the progress of
important industrial |
and infrastructure
projects in Hazira, one =
of the country’s major
industrial hubs. Officials said he
assessed ongoing development
work, operational performance

Hazira is known for its heavy

engineering and manufacturing
units, which play a significant

role in India’s indus-
trial growth and de-
fence production. Ac-
, cording to officials,
the region continues
to contribute to ad-
vanced manufacturing
while supporting lo-
| gistics and infrastruc-
ture development.
The Prime Minister’s review

focused on improving efficiency
and strengthening production ca-

investments and development
projects are expected to further
boost economic activity in the
region.

Large-scale plantation drives
were held across Surat with ac-
tive public participation. Depu-
ty Chief Minister Harsh Sang-
havi said Prime Minister Modi
encouraged greater use of pub-
lic transport, cycling and walk-
ing to reduce fuel consumption,
highlighting the government's
commitment to sustainable de-
velopment and environmental
conservation.

and bounded on East By: Road West By: Road North By: Road South By: Road. 2.00 PM.
Total extent of the property is 32,084 Sq ft. with Prior
Coordinates of the property, Latitude- 12.3243566, Longitude- 76.6749867 Appointme
2 |Alithe piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha No. nt with
A-1toA-14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri Mysore- Authorised
570019. Measuring East to West 500 Feet and North to South 170+150/2 feet Officer

and bounded on East By: Road West By: Road North By: Road South By: Road.
Total extent of the property presently valued is 47916.99 Sq ft out of 80,000 Sq ft.
Latitude- 12.3243566, Longitude- 76.6749867

. . g
932.00 {93.20| 1.00

3 |Allthat piece and parcel of 4 Acres of landin Sy. No. 93/2-P-1, Belavatha Village
@ Manti Village, Kasaba Hobli, Mysuru Taluk, Mysuru District bounded by East z z z
By : Land of Sanjeev Nayak, West By : Land, Mohammed Saheb, North By :
Purniahana Nala, South By : Land of Chikkanna.
Coordinates of the property, Latitude- 12.3537780, Longitude- 76.6470830

324.00 (3240 1.00

TOTAL

1928.00

Known encumbrances, if any: Not to the knowledge of the Bank.
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(www.canarabank.com) or E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/) portal and may
contact ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru, Canara Bank, Ph. No.080-25310066, 9866977711, 9486092152, 9901642631 during
office hours on any working day.

Date : 05.06.2026
Place: Bengaluru

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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NEPAL FOREIGN MINISTER
BEGINS KEY INDIA VISIT

Nepal’s foreign minister will hold high-level talks in New
Delhi to strengthen cooperation in several sectors

NEW DELHI

Nepal's Foreign Minister Shi-
sir Khanal arrived in India on
a three-day official visit from
June 5 to 7 at the invitation of
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar. The visit is ex-
pected to further strengthen
the long-standing relationship
between the two neighbouring
countries.

According to the Ministry
of External Affairs, Khanal is
scheduled to hold formal talks
with Jaishankar in New Delhi
on Saturday evening. The dis-
cussions will focus on review-
ing bilateral ties and explor-
ing ways to increase coopera-
tion in important areas.

Officials said both sides
will discuss matters of mutual
interest, including trade, in-
vestment, energy security,
digital and physical connec-
tivity, and people-to-people
relations. The talks are also

expected to examine new op-
portunities for partnership and
development between the two
countries.

The visit is the highest-lev-
el engagement from the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Balendra Shah since it as-
sumed office in March this
year. Nepal’s Foreign Minis-
try said the visit follows a for-
mal invitation from Jaishan-
kar and forms part of the reg-
ular exchange of high-level
visits between the two na-
tions.

The ministry stated that the
discussions aim to deepen co-
operation across key sectors
while strengthening the en-
during and multifaceted rela-

tionship shared by India and
Nepal. Both countries enjoy
close cultural, historical and
economic ties.

The visit comes at a time
when relations between the
two neighbours continue to
expand across several areas. It
also coincides with the recent
visit of Rabi Lamichhane,
who met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in New Delhi ear-
lier this week.

India remains one of Ne-
pal’s key development part-
ners, supporting projects in
infrastructure, health, educa-
tion, power, agriculture, cul-
tural preservation and capaci-
ty building over the past sev-
en decades.

NATION

O ibcworldnews.com

13 foreign nationals among Delhi hotel

fire victims; e

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) on Friday con-
firmed that 13 foreign na-
tionals were among the 21
people killed in the devastat-
ing fire at a hotel in Delhi’s
Malviya Nagar area earlier
this week. The government
said it is coordinating closely
with the affected countries
and providing necessary as-
sistance to victims and their
families.

Addressing a weekly media
briefing, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the de-
ceased foreign nationals in-
cluded four citizens of Nige-
ria, three from Kyrgyzstan
and one each from Mozam-
bique, Uzbekistan, Bangla-
desh, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Liberia and Iraq.

Jaiswal said around 20 to 22
foreign nationals were also in-
jured in the blaze. The MEA is

¢ in contact with all concerned

mbass
Ill ; ..:,hi:l 1
MEA says
foreign
embassies are
being assisted
with

documentation,

medical support
and coordination

embassies and is facilitating
paperwork, consular support
and medical assistance.

The fire broke out on
Wednesday at the Flourish
Stay B&B in Malviya Nagar.
Officials said the flames
spread rapidly through the
five-storey building, which
reportedly lacked a fire No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
and had only one entry and
exit point.

Police sources said several
foreign guests were staying at

y outreach underway

the hotel for medical treat-
ment. Among them were cou-
ples undergoing IVF proce-
dures at a nearby hospital. In
one case, a woman died while
her husband survived and is
receiving treatment. Another
woman sustained severe inju-
ries and was reportedly para-
lysed from the waist down,
while her husband also re-
mains under medical care.
Investigations into the cause
of the fire and possible safety
violations are continuing.

India and the United Kingdom are expanding climate
cooperation to promote clean energy and sustainable growth

India UK Deepen Partnership
for Net Zero Goals

NEW DELHI

On World Environment Day,
India and the United King-
dom reaffirmed their commit-
ment to tackling climate
change through the India-UK
Vision 2035 partnership,
aimed at accelerating the tran-
sition towards a cleaner and
more sustainable future.

The partnership focuses on
expanding clean energy, in-
creasing climate finance and
encouraging innovation to help
both countries achieve long-
term net-zero goals. Officials
from both nations said stronger
cooperation is essential to ad-
dress global environmental
challenges and create lasting
economic opportunities.

The collaboration received
fresh momentum during
high-level discussions in New
Delhi between Union Minis-
ter Manohar Lal Khattar and
UK Energy Security and Net
Zero Secretary Ed Miliband.
The leaders reviewed efforts
to strengthen cooperation in
renewable energy, technology
development and sustainable
infrastructure.

Under the partnership, both
countries aim to increase in-
vestments in renewable ener-
gy projects, support technolo-
gy transfers and encourage
research in advanced green
technologies. Areas of focus
include battery storage, hy-
drogen energy and sustainable
manufacturing. The initiative

also seeks to unlock climate
finance for developing econ-
omies to support environmen-
tally responsible growth.

The British High Commis-
sion in India highlighted the
importance of immediate ac-
tion to protect the planet and
said the Vision 2035 frame-
work is helping convert cli-
mate goals into practical out-
comes. The UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Office described India
as a major global power and
said the partnership is laying
the foundation for shared
prosperity.

The climate agenda was
also discussed during the re-
cent India visit of UK Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper.

Andhra Begins Massive
Seed Ball Campaign

AMARAVATI

On the occasion of World En-
vironment Day, the Andhra
Pradesh government
launched an ambitious pro-
gramme to prepare and dis-
tribute 2.5 crore seed balls to
increase green cover and pro-
mote biodiversity across the
state.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Forests and Environment
Minister Pawan Kalyan inau-
gurated the initiative at the
Butterfly Park in NTR dis-
trict on Friday. The pro-
gramme is part of the state's
long-term vision to increase
forest and green cover to 50
per cent by 2047.

Pawan Kalyan personally
participated in making seed
balls along with public repre-
sentatives, government offi-
cials, women from self-help

groups, students and mem-
bers of voluntary organisa-
tions. He also watched
demonstrations of seed ball
dispersal using drones and
reviewed activities taking
place across the state through
a video conference.

The seed balls are being
prepared using seeds of na-
tive tree species, including
tamarind, neem, mango,
soapnut, banyan, Indian
gooseberry, teak, mahua, ar-
juna and white karonda. Of-
ficials said the preparation
process has been launched at
nearly 300 locations across
Andhra Pradesh.

During his interaction with
participants, the Deputy
Chief Minister asked about
the types of seeds being used
and the number of seed balls
being produced. He encour-
aged people to actively sup-

port the programme and
praised children who ex-
plained the environmental
benefits of seed balls.

Pawan Kalyan directed of-
ficials to complete the prepa-
ration of all 2.5 crore seed
balls by June 15. Later, he
inspected the process of re-
leasing seed balls on hilltops
with the help of drones.

In his World Environment
Day message, he stressed the
importance of protecting na-
ture, reducing pollution and
preserving biodiversity for
future generations. He urged
citizens to adopt sustainable
practices and contribute to-
wards building a cleaner,
greener and healthier India.

He also instructed officials
to establish yoga halls in ev-
ery eco-tourism park after
inspecting facilities at the
Butterfly Park.

Yogi’s Birthday
Marked with
Laddu Cake
Celebration

VARANASI

Supporters of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath celebrated his 54th
birthday in Varanasi on
Thursday by cutting a 54-kg
cake made of laddus and
planting 54 saplings. The
event was held at the
51-foot-tall Varad Anjaneya
Hanuman Temple on the oc-
casion of World Environment
Day. Photographs highlight-
ing government welfare
schemes and development
works were displayed at the
venue.

A special prayer and aarti
were conducted, with sup-
porters wishing the chief
minister good health, a long
life, and continued leadership
of the state. Yogi Adityanath
was born on June 5, 1972.

THREE ARRESTED FOR SELLING MINORS INTO MARRIAGES

LUCKNOW

teams to investigate the case. Officers

Lucknow Police have busted an in-
ter-state gang allegedly involved in lur-
ing minor girls and selling them for
marriage in Rajasthan. Three accused
and a juvenile have been taken into cus-
tody in connection with the case.
According to police, the gang target-
ed vulnerable girls, especially those
from poor families or without parental
support. The accused allegedly be-
friended the girls, offered them outings
and new clothes, and later planned to
send them to Rajasthan in exchange for

money.

The case came to light after two mi-
nor girls, aged 16 and 12, went missing
from Ganihar village on May 12. Their
grandmother filed a complaint, stating
that a juvenile relative and a woman
had taken them away on the pretext of

meeting their mother.

Deputy Commissioner of Police Amit
Kumar Anand said police formed four

reviewed nearly 150 CCTV recordings
and carried out technical and field sur-
veillance. The girls were safely res-
cued on May 18.

During the investigation, police
found that the girls had been taken to
Rajasthan's Kota district with the in-
tention of arranging marriages in re-
turn for payment. The arrested ac-
cused have been identified as Anurag
Yadav, Mohammad Akhtar and Priya
Patel, also known as Sheila.

Police said Priya allegedly worked
with associates in Rajasthan and re-
ceived between Rs 1 lakh and Rs 1.5
lakh for each arranged marriage. The
gang reportedly sent photographs of
girls to contacts in Kota before nego-
tiating payments.

Two vehicles used in the crime have
been seized. Police are continuing in-
vestigations to identify and arrest oth-
er people involved, including Rajas-
than-based associates.

Shah Warns Against Demographic Changes In States

AGARTALA

en security along international bor-

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said the Centre will not
tolerate demographic changes in

the states of West Bengal, Tri-
pura and Bihar. Addressing per-
sonnel of the Border Security
Force at the Lankamura Border "' 0o
Outpost, Shah said the government

is taking all necessary steps to strength-

ders. He stated that efforts are under-

way to close existing gaps in border

protection. Shah also announced

\ that the Centre’s “‘smart border”

¥ ) project is in its final stage and

ey will be introduced as a pilot

',\’ initiative at seven to eight loca-

tions across the country to en-

hance border management and sur-
veillance.

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE & J.M.F.CAT DI]DDABé\llAPURA

C. MIS.NO 248/2026
BETWEEN: 1. Smt. Bhavya. R, D/o Late Ramanjinappa
W/o Late Anjinappa, Aged about 28 years, Rlat,
Yeshavanthapura, Yeshavanthapura Main  Road,
Nelavagilu Post, Hosakote Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
- 562122. 2. Divya A DJo late Anjinappa, Aged about
7 years, Since minor in age Rep. by Natural guardian
her mother Smt. Bhavya. R Rlat, Yeshavanthapura,
Yeshavanthapura Main Road, Nelavagilu Post, Hosakote
Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District-562122.

...PETITIONERS
AND The Tahsildah, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Dodddaballapura - 560 002. .~RESPONDENT

Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the respondent
authority to issue death certificate of LAKSHMAMMA
W/o RAMANJINAPPA who was died on 15/03/2020 in
his native house at Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere
Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
and the Hon'ble court has posted for the above petition
on 07/07/2026 for hearing of the petition. If any
person|s desire to oppose the said petition or claim or
interest shall appear before the Hon'ble court in person
or by pleader duly interested at 11.00AM failing which
the said petition will be disposed on enquiry.

Given Under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on.
05.06.2026

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
J.M.F.C. Doddaballapura

Amarnath M, Advocate, Sree. Gururaghavendra Law
Chamber, Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross, Opp. Court

IFT No.05/2026.27, Dated: 30.05.2026

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &
Ground Water Development
Division,Hassan

Tenders are invited from eligible Agencies in two
cover system through KPPP portal of GOK (website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Hassan District
works as per KW-2 & 3 maximum tender amount is
Rs.99.72 lakhs & minimum tender amount is Rs.32.20
lakhs. The last date of receipt of tender is 13-06-
2026 upto 5.00 PM hours. Further detail can be had
from KPP-portal and the above office during office

working hours.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Ml &

GWD Division, Hassan.
FOTOR0Y /B /TORT/189 BT 2022/2026-27

Complex, Doddaballapura.

Government of Karnataka

Rural Drinking Water Supply & Sanitation
Division, Davanagere

MANDYA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Autonom

Phone No: 0823

MANDYA-571401

ous Medical Institution, Government of Karnataka)
2-231003, 222086,231197, 224040, Fax-08232-231001

E-mail: mimsmandyaoffice@gmail.com, Website: www.mimsmandya@gmail.com

No: MIMS/Sup-D/Patho/E-tender/14B/2024-25 C-4 Dated: 04.06.2026
RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover Bid System)

Mandya Institute of Medical Scie
of Chemicals, Reagents, Kits,

(approximate amount Rs.32.00 Lakhs) of MIMS Mandya from the Manufacture's or
Authorized Dealers in two cover bid system as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public
Procurement Act-1999 and Rules thereunder. Submission of e-tender and other details can
be obtained in e-procurement portal website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

DIPR/MANDYA/SHIRDISAI/181/2026-27

nces (MIMS), Mandya, invites Re-tender Call-4 for Supply
Consumables & etc Items to the Pathology Department

Sd/- Chief Administrative officer,
Mandya Institute of Medical Sciences, Mandya

No.EE/RDWS& SD/DVG/ AE-1/Tender -2026-27/315
Dated:-04.06.2026

Short Term E-Procurement

Tender Notification

Tender is invited through e-procurement for Work
Operation and maintenance of Multi village water
supply scheme to Kengatte and other 7 Villages in
Honnali Taluk, Davanagere District approved under
2215 —-MVS O&M scheme(2026-27) for Rs292.75Lakhs
and Operation and maintenance of Multi village
water supply scheme to Nyamathi and other 3 Villages
in Nyamathi Taluk, Davanagere District approved
under 2215 -MVS O&M scheme(2026-27) for Rs 433.30
Lakhs in Two cover system by the Executive Engineer,
RDWS & S Division, Davanagere on behalf the
Governor of Karnataka, for registered PWD Contractors
and also registered in e-Portal cell. Item rate tender
as per standard bid documents only through e-
Procurement in order to enhance the transparency in
the tendering process and hence there will be no
physical form of tender. Last date for submission of
tenders on Dated:12.06.2026 at 5.00 PM. Further details
can be obtained from this office Tel No:08192-262126
or through website http//kppp.karnataka.gov.in/
Soma/aNs/132/ Sd/- Executive Engineer

DA N0220/2026-27 RWS Division, Davanagere

Executive Engineer

Public Works Department,
No. 1, Buildings Division, SJP Campus, Bengaluru
Ph: 080-22255210

No.: EE/BId.1/AE-4/2026-27/06 Date: 03.06.2026

FIR Filed Over Cyber

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE & J.M.F.CAT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS.NO 247] 2026
BETWEEN: 1. Smt. Bhavya. R, D/o Late Ramanjinappa
Wjo Late Anjinappa, Aged about 28 years, RR!al},
l I Yest I ain Road,

Ye M
AttaCkS On C B S E PO rtal Nelavagilu Post, Hosakote Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
- 562122. 2. Divya A DJo late Anjinappa, Aged about

NEW DELHI

7 years, Since minor in age Rep. by Natural guardian
her mother Smt. Bhavya. R Riat, Yeshavanthapura,
Yest { Main Road, Nelavagilu Post, Hosak

Delhi Police has registered an FIR following a
complaint by the Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation over coordinated cyber attacks on its
Post-Result Services Portal, used by lakhs of stu-
dents. The cyber unit has launched an investigation
under the Information Technology Act.

CBSE said the portal, opened on June 2 for Class
12 verification and re-evaluation services, faced
repeated attacks from multiple Indian and foreign

IP addresses.

Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District-562122
...PETITIONERS
AND The Tahsildah, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Dodddaballapura - 560 002. ..RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the respondent
authority to issue death certificate of RAMANJINAPPA
Slo Late Doddamuniyappa, who was died on 15/03/2020
in his native house at Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere
Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District
and the Hon'ble court has posted for the above petition
on 07/07/2026 for hearing of the petition. If any
person/s desire to oppose the said petition or claim or
interest shall appear before the Hon'ble court in person
or by pleader duly interested at 11.00AM failing which
the said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given Under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on.

Preliminary findings show no data breach or un- | |0506.202

authorised access. The board said its systems re-
mained secure due to continuous monitoring and

By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
J.M.F.C. Doddaballapura
Amarnath M, Advocate, Sree. Gururaghavendra Law

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
M.l & G.W.D.D. DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR

No.EE/MID/VIP/AE-1,4/4702/TND/2026-27/ 750
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Executive Engineer, Minor

Division Vijaypur invites work tenders through “E-Procurement” from eligible contractor on

item rate Tender for following wo

4702 Major Works :- Total 2 Works, Amount put to Tender Rs.667.66Lakhs, Tender Period for
the above works are Nine(9) Months to Eleven(11) Months including monsoon.

4702 SCP Works :- Total 5 Works/Package Works, Amount put to Tender Rs.32.40 Lakhs,
Tender Period for the above works are Three(3) Months including monsoon.

Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka E-Procurement
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home under login for Contractors
from 04.06.2026. Tenders may be submitted on electronically in E-Procurement portal up to

17-30 hrs. on 12.06.2026. Inte
obtained from this office or

25501227) upto 17-30 hrs. on 11.06.2026. Pre-bid meeting will be held on 10.06.2026 for
work costing above 1.00 Crore in the office of the Executive Engineer, MI&GWDD Division,
Vijaypur. Tenders shall be quoted without adding GST and other details can be seen in the

Date:04.06.2026

Irrigation and Ground Water Development Department,

rks as per KTPP Act-2000 and latestamendments.

rested contractors information regarding works may be
e-Procurement helpdesk (Ph.No.080-25501216 & 080-

Invitation for Tender (IFT) (2nd Call)

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for the below mentioned works. Name of Work:
1) Architectural/Interior/External Development and other
Allied Consultancy Services for the proposed construction of
Karnataka Bhavan-4 at Plot No. 5, Sector 17, Dwaraka, New
Delhi. (Indent Number: PWD/2025-26/SE1137/Call-2).
Approx. value of work (including GST): Rs. 48.88 lakhs.
EMD: Rs. 97,800/-. Period of Completion: 24 Months
(including rainy season). 2) Architectural/Interior/External
Development and other Allied Consultancy Services for the
Renovation and Improvement works to Karnataka Bhavan-2
(Sharavathi) at Sardar Patel Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi.
(Indent Number: PWD/2025-26/SE1139/Call-2). Approx.
value of work (including GST): Rs. 14.55 lakhs. EMD:
Rs. 43,700/-. Period of Completion: 6 Months (including rainy
season). Cost of Document: As per KPP Portal. Last date for
downloading Tender through e-procurement portal and
submission through online: 10.06.2026 up to 5.00 PM. Date
of opening the Tender: as per KPP Portal guidelines. Further
information can be obtained from the above office or from
e-procurement portal http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer

response measures. Police are investigating those : | chamber, Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross, Opp. Court | | tender documents.
bobind the attacke. gating Compc Doablapore. | | mromamesmogaracis 21 Sd/- Executive Engineer, MI & GWDD Division, Vijayapur DIPR/DD-C.P/1008/KSMCA/2026-27
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Rai meets President
Zhaparov at SCO summit

Indian MoS Nityanand Rai met Kyrgyzstan President Sadyr Zhaparov in
Bishkek to discuss regional security and cooperation

BISHKEK

India’s Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Nityanand Rai,
called on Kyrgyzstan Presi-
dent Sadyr Zhaparov in the
capital city of Bishkek. The
high-profile courtesy meeting
took place on the sidelines of
an important regional security
conference.

Minister Rai is currently
visiting Kyrgyzstan to attend
a three-day summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation, which runs until June
6. He joined several other in-
ternational heads of delega-
tions to meet with President
Zhaparov. The top leaders
discussed vital issues regard-

A4

ing public security, law en-
forcement, and regional sta-
bility.

Upon his arrival at the local
airport, Rai received a warm
welcome from Kyrgyzstan’s
Internal Affairs Minister, Col-
onel General Ulan Niyazbe-
kov, alongside Indian Ambas-

sador Birender Singh Yadav.
Kyrgyzstan currently holds
the leadership chair for the
global organization, focusing
its current presidency on
building sustainable peace,
growth, and prosperity across
all member nations.

The influential alliance has

grown significantly over the
years. Founded in 2001 by six
nations, it expanded to in-
clude India and Pakistan in
2017, followed by Iran and
Belarus. It now features ten
powerful member states
alongside various observer
nations and dialogue partners.

India has actively partici-
pated in several high-level
security and defense meetings
in Bishkek over the past few
months. This latest diplomatic
visit by Minister Rai strongly
highlights India's ongoing
commitment to fighting trans-
national crime and strength-
ening its strategic partner-
ships with Central Asian na-
tions to ensure a safer future.

A mysterious maritime drone self-detonated
inside Romania’s busy port of Constanta,
causing an explosion but no injuries

Sea drone explodes in
Romanian Black Port

BUCHAREST

A mysterious maritime drone
self-detonated inside Roma-
nia's busy port of Constanta.
Fortunately, nobody was hurt
during the unexpected blast.
Local security forces quickly
rushed to the scene to secure
the area and investigate the
frightening situation.

The Romanian Ministry of
National Defence immediate-
ly clarified that the explosive
device did not belong to the
national military. Further-
more, officials confirmed it
was not involved in any re-
cent naval training exercises
conducted in the surrounding
Black Sea.

Security forces and local
police acted swiftly, evacuat-
ing everyone safely from the
area before the actual detona-
tion took place. Romanian
President Nicusor Dan as-
sured the public that protect-
ing human lives and safe-
guarding port infrastructure
remain the government's top-
most priorities. Because Ro-
mania is a dedicated NATO
member bordering the strate-
gic Black Sea, President Dan

promised to work closely with
international allies to handle
any potential dangers.

This explosion marks the
second major coastal security
scare this week, following the
discovery of a dangerous un-
derwater mine just days ago.
European Union chief Ursula
von der Leyen strongly con-
demned the event, calling it a
direct consequence of the war
in neighboring Ukraine. She
warned that such stray devic-
es are becoming a real threat
to nations on the eastern bor-
der. Security experts are cur-
rently analyzing how the
drone managed to enter the
secure port to prevent similar
terrifying incidents from hap-
pening again.

Four lethal factors drive
Bangladesh safety crisis

DHAKA

Bangladesh is experiencing a
deeply disturbing collapse in
public safety as violent crimes
continue to surge across the
nation. Experts warn that
widespread drug abuse and a
sharp decline in moral values
are triggering a terrifying
wave of domestic violence,
child abuse, and sexual ha-
rassment.

According to a new report,
social analysts and psycholo-
gists have identified four dan-
gerous factors driving this
crisis. Widespread narcotics,
weakening social oversight,
fading morals, and a per-
sistent culture of impunity are
rapidly destroying the com-
munity's safety. Cheap illicit
drugs, ranging from marijua-
na to highly lethal crystal
meth, have spread aggressive-
ly from major urban centers
to remote rural villages, en-
gulfing the country's youth.

This rampant addiction se-

— o g

verely damages self-control,
leading directly to violent be-
havior where women and chil-
dren become easy targets. Lo-
cal crime data indicates that
the vast majority of recent
muggings and sexual assaults
are heavily linked to substance
abuse. Unfortunately, powerful
and highly organized criminal
syndicates keep the lucrative
drug trade alive despite fre-
quent police crackdowns.
Even more shocking, hor-
rific incidents of abuse are
now emerging from tradition-
ally safe spaces like residen-
tial schools and religious in-
stitutions. Shocked citizens
are calling on the government
to dismantle these elite crim-
inal networks immediately.
Experts stress that to restore
peace, families, schools, and
religious leaders must unite as
a single protective shield. So-
ciety must stop protecting in-
fluential criminals and take
decisive, urgent action before
time completely runs out.

0l

O ibcworldnews.com

Japan discusses destroyer
exports with Indonesia

TOKYO

Japan and Indonesia have
agreed to launch official work-
ing-level talks regarding the
potential export of advanced
Japanese naval destroyers to
the Southeast Asian nation.
The decision highlights To-
kyo's rapid push to strengthen
military partnerships with
friendly countries across the
Indo-Pacific region.

The strategic agreement
was reached during a
high-profile meeting in Tokyo
between Japanese Defense
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi
and his Indonesian counter-
part, Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin. Ac-
cording to defense officials,
Indonesia has expressed a
strong desire to acquire Ja-
pan's reliable Asagiri-class
destroyers. This move would
significantly boost Jakarta’s
maritime security and techno-
logical capabilities.

This discussion comes after
Japan eased its strict restric-
tions on exporting lethal mil-
itary equipment in April.
Since then, Tokyo has active-
ly sought deeper security ties
with key regional partners,

w.

Japan and Indonesia
have launched
working-level talks to
negotiate the potential
export of Japanese
Asagiri-class naval
destroyers,
strengthening regional
defense ties

including New Zealand and
the Philippines. Minister Koi-
zumi recently promoted Japa-
nese naval technology to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, em-
phasizing how shared military
equipment can improve joint
operations during a crisis.
Furthermore, Japan and
Australia have already signed

major contracts to jointly
build warships based on Ja-
pan's modern frigate designs.
Experts believe Tokyo is
quickly transforming into a
crucial security anchor for
Southeast Asia to maintain
balance in highly contested
waters.

The two defense ministers
decided to route all future
technical negotiations through
a special working group es-
tablished last month. Both
nations are highly optimistic
about the future. They believe
this historic warship deal will
not only modernize Indone-
sia's fleet but also foster long-
term peace, safety, and coop-
eration across the entire re-
gion.

India and France
strengthen defence
cooperation
PARIS

Indian Air Force Chief AP
Singh concluded a three-day
official visit to France, rein-
forcing defense ties between
the two nations. Singh held
bilateral talks with French
military leaders, visited key
combat centers, and engaged
with top defense manufactur-
ers like Dassault Aviation to
advance the "Make in India"
initiative.

The high-profile visit fol-
lows India issuing an official
request to buy 114 Rafale
fighter jets in a massive deal.
Under the proposal, 94 of
these advanced jets will be
manufactured domestically in
India, significantly boosting
the country's aerial capabili-
ties and maritime security.

EU condemned for Pakistan
special trade benefits

WASHINGTON

The European Union is facing
intense global criticism for
continuing to grant special
trade benefits to Pakistan de-
spite the country's worsening
human rights record. Interna-
tional observers warn that the
current agreement is enabling
severe abuses against reli-
gious minorities.

Under a spe- 4 j:?'-ﬁ'“
cial system ;# e
launched in -';';_. i
2014, known - -7
as the GSP-

plus status, the
European
Union rewards Pakistan with
tax-free access to European
markets for over sixty-six per-
cent of its products. This gen-
erous economic lifeline aims
to encourage good gover-
nance. However, rights
groups state that Pakistan has
completely failed to show
meaningful progress. The
Brussels-based organization
'Human Rights without Fron-
tiers' strongly condemned the
agreement, labeling it a bad
deal that must be suspended
immediately.

-
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The impact is devastating
for Pakistan's small Christian
community, which makes up
less than two percent of the
population. Journalists and
activists report that these mi-
norities face constant societal
persecution, including mob
violence, harsh blasphemy
laws, and economic exclu-
sion. Furthermore, young mi-
nority girls are deeply vulner-
7 able to kidnappings and
“5F* forced marriages. A re-

L5154 cent tragic case in-

volved a fourteen-year-
old girl who was ab-
ducted and forced to
convert in Lahore last
month.

Despite these clear viola-
tions of international labor
and human rights pledges,
Pakistan's government contin-
ues to enjoy the lucrative
trade scheme. Critics argue
that the European Union is
ignoring its own strict stan-
dards by maintaining the part-
nership. Activists are now
demanding an urgent review
of the trade policy, insisting
that economic rewards must
be tied to the genuine protec-
tion of human lives.

I, PREETI MALLESHAPPA
BAMMANALLI W/o
BASAVARAJ, R/o Nanja
Reddy Building,
Yarandahalli, Jigani,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560105, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KAVERI.

IN THE COURT OF THE HON’BLE
5™ ADDITIONAL JUNIOR CIVIL
JUDGE, KAKINADA
0.S.No.805 / 2025

Between:

Arubariki Tejavathi and
another ...Plaintiffs
and

Pulugu Sunil & others ...Defendants
To: Defendants:

1) Pulugu Sunil, S/o. Late Surya
Rao, R/o. D.No.56, 1= Cross, Kalyan
Nagar, ‘D’ Group Layout, Near
Shoprite, Bangalore, Karnataka

2) Smt. Pulugu Aswini, W/o. Pulugu
Sunil, R/0.D.No.56, 1%t Cross, Kalyan

Japan's PM moves to deepen India ties

I, Vijayakumar N S/o0
Narayanappa M R/o
No 120/1 Nagawara
Old Village Bangalore
560045. Changed
my name as N Vijay
Kumar for all future
purposes

I, Samyuktha S W/0
Umesh N R/o E-124-
126/1 TCH College
Road Nagawara
Bangalore 560045.
Changed my Name
as Samyuktha for all
Future Purposes

Doddakannelli Village,
Varthur, Hobli
Chikkabellandur Bengaluru
Karnataka-560035, | have
changed the name of my
minor daughter Ishika
Saurabh Srivastava to Ishika
Srivastava aged 8 years.

I, ANUPAMA M alias C
RACHANA W/o0 C
SWATHANTRA BABU, R/0 Sri
Yoginarayana EPS Society,
4th Cross, 1st Main, Guruva
Reddy Layout, A
Narayanapura,
Doorvaninagar, Bangalore
North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560016, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as C
RACHANA.

Devaranavadgi, Devar
Navadagi, Bijapur,
Sindgi, Karnataka-
586206, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
HARISH KADANIL.

CHANGE OF NAME

|, ESHWARAIAH MANJUNATH S/o
Eshwaraiah. Y aged about 50 Years,
residing at No.22/14, 2nd Cross,
Appurao Road, Chamarajpet, Bangalore
South, Bengaluru, 560018, do hereby
declare that | have changed my name
from ESHWARAIAH MANJUNATH to
MANJUNATH  ESHWARAIAH,  vide
Affidavit dated 01.06.2026 sworn before
Aravind Patil G.G. Advocate & Notary,
Government of Karnataka, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE

I, Saurabh Srivastava S/oAnil| || HALAKATTEPPA

Kishore Srivastava R/o Flat '

No C-109, Uber Verdant 2 KADANI S/ ofl TOKyo
Main Sarjapur Road| |[BASAVARAJ, R/o0

In a major diplomatic move, Jap-
anese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi is making arrangements
to visit India as early as next
month. The upcoming high-pro-
file visit aims to significantly
deepen the economic and securi-
ty ties between the two powerful
Asian nations.

According to reports, plans are
currently being finalized for
Takaichi to travel to the north-
eastern state of Assam. There,
she will hold an important
in-person summit with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The two leaders are expected to
discuss a wide range of bilateral
issues, focusing heavily on stabi-
lizing global energy supplies and
securing critical mineral supply

chains amid ongoing tensions in
West Asia.

This trip will mark their second
official face-to-face meeting, fol-
lowing productive discussions
held on the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Johannesburg last No-
vember. Both leaders want to
build upon the ambitious ten-year

joint partnership vision that was
originally outlined during Prime
Minister Modi's state visit to Ja-
pan in 2025.

Takaichi aims to establish a
consistent tradition of regular,
mutual visits between the heads
of both governments to ensure
long-term stability. PM Modi
previously congratulated Takaic-
hi on her landmark election vic-
tory in February, expressing im-
mense confidence in her leader-
ship. In response, Takaichi reiter-
ated her strong commitment to
maintaining a free and open In-
do-Pacific region. International
security experts are watching the
developing situation closely, be-
lieving that a robust India-Japan
alliance remains absolutely vital
for maintaining global peace and
economic prosperity.

PUBLIC NOTICE

US lawmakers propose

Nagar, ‘D’ Group Layout, Near Notice is her: iven that the following Shar ifi for 12,
Shc?prite, Bangalorpe, Ka}ll'nataka. m m I, ARSHIYA KOWSER, W/o Egtﬁsssharisgfngs.:/-(tRitpéeesfi?/eoonlyg);ezcﬁv?/itgirz)lizarsis. l1?L013ggg .
Both of you are being the Mansoor Khan, resident of of INFOSYS LTD, having its registered office at No. 44, Infosys Avenue, Chlnese I‘Obot ban
Defendants 1 and 2 in this suit,] |1, GURUKIRAN alias I, THADDEUS ALFONSO S/o Mutton Market Road, Sharabh Hosur Road, Electronics City, Bengaluru, Karnataka, 560100 registered
hereby take notice that the suit is G U R U KI R A N B S/ 0 ALFONSDO D E Munishamappa Badavane’ in the name of NILOOFER SAYED and PM M SAYED have been lost.
being posted to 18-06-2026 for your BHASKAR SINGAPPAYYA ALBUQUERQUE, R/0 30, G1 Hosakote, Bengaluru-562114, _NILOOFER SAYED_ and P M M SAYED has applied to the company for WASHINGTON DC
appearance, before the Hon'ble y S V Residency, 2nd Cross, have changed my name to issue c_iupllcate cemﬁt_:ate. Any person who has any cl;um in respect of
Court Both of you are appeareither| | /0 Guru Krupa, 198-2, 1 | Doddamma Temple Street, | | agsyiiya KOWSAR, vide affcavit | |t in 16 g of the pebhestion o e e o "*%™ | Bipartisan US lawmakers have introduced the
;nop;(;son orthrough anAdvocate at| | Podamale, Bantakallu, t ock, Koramangala, dated: 02.06.2026, before Notary : — — : GUARD Act to review and potentially ban
.30 a.m. on 18-06-2026, beforethe[ | 99 Heroor. Udupi Koramangala VI Block, Folio Certificate Distinctive Number of -
Hon’ble Court, failing which the suit ’ Pl 1Bangalore South, MEER HASSAN, Bangalore. No. No. No. Shares humaHOId and fourTIegged rOthS made by
will be decided in your absence.| | Karnataka-574115, have | | Bengaluru, Karnataka- oiaser | 51576 | ireiiiion EiTetcTa 00 China and other foreign adversaries. Sponsors
Hence informed both of you through| | changed my name and | | 560095, have changed my argue these high-tech machines pose signifi-
this publication. ||By Court Order|| | | shall hereafter be known Eameoacvd f}ha” r;er;eaftelsbg W ITL013367 | 151276 2776444?;’;2”257)7647674 3200 cant national security risks, warning they
VINJAMURI VENKATA RAO could contain hidden vulnerabilities used for
Advoacte, Kakinada, Cell: 9866550610 g; AS&A%.R UKIRAN ﬁtEggggRQUE THADDEUS 1, STANISLAUS TLO13367 | 150249 | 266792151 to 266794550 2800 cyber espionage. The bill requires security
: CHOURAPPA ITL013367 | 150249 | 26679215110266794550 | 00 agencies to inspect incoming technology.
MARIAPPA, have (Bonus) Dangerous products will face an immediate
changed my name to ITLO13367 | 146314 1123343 to 1124142 800 market ban. Lawmakers also accuse Chinese
STANY MARIAPPA vide 1123343 to 1124142 robotics firms of using government subsidies
affidavit dated: 05.06.2026 ITLGISS6T | 146544 (Bonus) 5a0 to flood the US with artificially cheap prod-
i r before notary R. sar i ucts, undercutting local manufacturers and
To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042 BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru. | | Date: 6JUNE, 2026 NILOOFER SAYED| | deepening a risky reliance on foreign mili-
Place: Karnataka P M M SAYED| tary—linked technology.
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TurkiyetohostITTF World
Youth Championships

The 2026 World Youth Championships has moved to Istanbul from Bahrain

LAUSANNE

The International Table Ten-
nis Federation (ITTF) an-
nounced that the World Youth
Championships 2026 has
been officially relocated to
Istanbul, Turkiye, following
the unexpected withdrawal of
the original host nation, Bah-
rain. The tournament dates
will remain completely un-
changed, running from No-
vember 21 to 28.

The Bahrain Table Tennis
Association made the difficult
decision to step down after
intense, close consultations
with global governing bodies.
Both entities mutually priori-
tized the safety and overall
well-being of all international
athletes, officials, and incom-

ing delegations given the on-
going war in West Asia. Ex-
pressing her profound grati-
tude, ITTF President Petra
Sorling commended Bahrain
for putting the welfare of the
sports community first, while
expressing absolute confi-
dence in Turkiye's ability to

due to safety concerns over regional conflict

T
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pull off a spectacular show-
piece event.

This marquee tournament
brings together the most elite
global junior table tennis tal-
ent across both the Under-19
and Under-15 categories. Cru-
cially, it marks the first time
in history that Turkiye will

host an official ITTF world
title event.

The matches are scheduled
to take place at Istanbul's
prominent Ata Sporlari
Merkezi, a sophisticated facil-
ity highly experienced in
hosting major World Table
Tennis (WTT) events. Beyond
crowning the next generation
of global champions, the tour-
nament will serve as a vital op-
erational dress rehearsal for
Turkish sports organizers ahead
of the 2027 European Games.
Kerim Kog, president of the
Turkiye Table Tennis Federa-
tion, celebrated the historic as-
signment, stating that welcom-
ing the world's best young
players will act as a major cat-
alyst to inspire the country's
next generation of athletes.

SPORTS

O ibcworldnews.com

Embolo granted US visa ahead of WC

Switzerland striker Breel Em-
bolo has finally received ap-
proval to enter the United
States for the upcoming 2026
FIFA World Cup, following a
stressful visa delay caused by
intensive legal and background
checks by American authorities.
The 29-year-old Rennes for-
ward had been forced to miss
the Swiss national squad's ini-
tial departure to their pre-tour-
nament training camp in San
Diego, California, earlier this
week. The Electronic System
for Travel Authorization
(ESTA) was placed under strict
review, forcing Embolo to re-
main behind in Switzerland. He
was required to attend a manda-
tory appointment at the US Em-
bassy, where officials reviewed
documentation concerning a
2018 altercation in Basel and a
2023 conviction for making
threats the latter resulting in a
suspended fine that became le-
gally binding earlier this year.
The Swiss Football Federa-
tion confirmed that the diplo-
matic hurdle has been fully re-
solved, and Embolo is sched-

Swiss striker Breel Embolo has received US visa
approval for the 2026 World Cup, resolving background
check delays to rejoin his team in California.

uled to land in California to
link up with his teammates by
Friday evening.

The physical centre-forward's
arrival provides a massive
boost to manager Murat Yakin’s
attacking arsenal.

Boasting 86 international
caps and 24 goals, Embolo's
tournament experience is vital
for Rossocrociati.

Placed in Group B, Switzer-
land will launch their World
Cup campaign against Qatar on
June 13 at the San Francisco
Bay Area Stadium in Santa
Clara, California, before facing
Bosnia & Herzegovina and co-
hosts Canada.

GROUP B MATTERS: SWITZERLAND'S WORLD CUP FIXTURES

Date|(2026) Opponent Venue
San Francisco Bay Area
Ml CHED Stadium (Santa Clara, CA)
Junel? Bosniaand Los Angeles Stadium (Los
Herzegovina Angeles,CA)
June 24 Canada BC Place (Vancouver, BC)

Four Asian
teams
qualify for
2026 games

SINGAPORE

Four energetic Asian cricket
teams are celebrating after
booking their tickets to the
upcoming 2026 Asian Games
in Japan. Nepal, Malaysia,
Hong Kong, and Oman put on
a fantastic show in Singapore
to secure their spots in the big
tournament.

Nepal truly stole the spot-
light during the qualifiers.
They showed incredible pow-
er, especially batsman Kushal
Bhurtel. He smashed a stun-
ning century off just 43 balls
against China, helping Nepal
score a massive 313 runs. Ne-
pal then defeated Malaysia
easily to top Group A. Thanks
to these huge wins, Nepal
made history by becoming the
very first men's team to score
over 300 runs twice in T20
cricket. Malaysia also quali-
fied after beating China.

Over in Group B, Hong
Kong and Oman proved to be
unstoppable. Both teams de-
feated Bahrain and Singapore,
ensuring they move forward.
While they still have to play
each other to see who wins
the group, their main mission
is already accomplished.

These four excited qualifi-
ers will now travel to Japan
for the 10-team tournament,
running from September 24 to
October 3. They will face gi-
ant cricket nations like India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh, and Afghanistan, along-
side the host nation.

Fans are already buzzing
with excitement. Cricket is
growing rapidly across Asia,
and these qualifiers proved
that the upcoming games will
be packed with thrilling ac-
tion. The battle for the gold
medal is officially on, and
these rising teams are ready to
shock the world.

Soul, B Haunt b

MUMBAI

Two talented Indian Esports
players are celebrating a mas-
sive dream come true. Gu-
rashish Singh, known as
"Soul," and Prateek Bhaunt,
called "B Haunt," have offi-
cially qualified to represent
India at the upcoming 2026
Asian Games in Japan.

The skilled duo earned their
proud spots on Team India af-
ter winning the National Es-
ports Championships.

Soul completely dominated
the competition in the game
Tekken 8, while B Haunt
snatched the top spot in Street
Fighter 6. Both players be-
long to the popular gaming
group S8UL Esports. They
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were discovered through a
special talent hunt program
that provides young gamers
with professional coaching,
monthly salaries, and travel
support.

"Representing India at the

ook Asian games Es

802, e (0 ESC o

STREET FIGHTER

QUALIFIED FOR

o

REPRESENTING

Asian Games is something
every athlete dreams of," an
excited Soul shared.

B Haunt also expressed im-
mense joy, calling this mile-
stone one of the biggest
achievements of his entire

pOrts Spots

gaming career.

The highly anticipated 20th
Asian Games will take place
in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from
September 19 to October 4.

Esports has grown rapidly
over the years, transitioning
from a simple demonstration
event into a highly respected,
official full-medal sport.

Fans across the country are
incredibly proud of these two
young stars.

Their inspiring success
shows how competitive gam-
ing is truly thriving in India.

Soul and B Haunt are now
completely focused on their
intense training, determined
to bring home historic medals
and make the nation proud on
the grand international stage.

Test cricket must change
to survive: Ashwin

NEW DELHI

Former Indian cricket star
Ravichandran Ashwin has
sent out a serious warning
about the future of Test crick-
et. The legendary spin bowler
stated that the traditional five-
day format urgently needs to
change if it wants to survive.

Ashwin was recently cele-
brated as one of the twen-
ty-five greatest international
players of this century.
During the ceremony, he ex-
plained that the game has
reached a critical turning
point. He worries that many
talented athletes who spend
fifteen years playing domestic
cricket are missing out on na-
tional selection. Without
proper financial rewards and
clear opportunities, young
players might lose their pas-
sion for the longest form of
the game.

The great all-rounder also
noted that modern cricket
moves incredibly fast. Be-
cause of the massive financial
success of high-scoring T20
matches, bowlers are facing

intense pressure. Ashwin be-
lieves that bowlers can no
longer rely purely on taking
individual wickets. Instead,
they must work together like
a pack of hunting wolves and
learn to solve tricky problems
ball by ball.

Ashwin officially retired
from international cricket in
late 2024 with a staggering
765 wickets. He remains one
of India's most successful
match-winners, second only to
the iconic Anil Kumble. As a
devoted fan of the traditional
game, Ashwin hopes his words
will inspire quick action from
cricket authorities. He insists
that immediate updates are ab-
solutely vital to keep the his-
toric format exciting and rele-
vant for the next generation.

NEW DELHI

Delhi's cricket bosses are on
an exciting mission to
change women's cricket for-
ever.

Rohan Jaitley, the presi-
dent of the Delhi & District
Cricket Association, an-
nounced that the organiza-
tion wants to create great,
year-round playing opportu-
nities for female athletes.

He shared this vision
while officially launching
the second edition of the
highly anticipated DDCA
Women’s T20 League.

The massive club compe-
tition opened with a colorful
ceremony at the famous
Modern School on Bara-
khamba Road.

This year, the tournament
has grown tremendously, ex-
panding from forty-two
teams last year to an impres-
sive sixty teams.

More than 700 excited
players will showcase their
talent across multiple
grounds in the capital.

"We started this tourna-

Rohan launches expanded
DDCA women’s league

ment to give young girls
more chances to play com-
petitive cricket," Jaitley said
joyfully. He added that the
main goal is to build a solid
pathway from local club
matches to the highest levels
of international cricket.

Other top officials, includ-
ing vice president Shikha
Kumar and secretary Ashok
Sharma, praised local clubs
for being the true backbone
of this sports revolution.

They noted that the in-
credible jump in player reg-
istration proves women's
cricket is booming in popu-
larity.

The highly anticipated
matches will take place over
the coming weeks at several
prominent venues, including
Shivaji College and Pitam-
pura.

With the sixty competing
teams divided into ten in-
tense groups, the upcoming
games promise plenty of
thrilling action. Local fans
are ready to cheer for these
rising stars as they chase
their sporting dreams.

Pathirage wins
Rome Diamond
League Javelin title

ROME

Sri Lankan athlete Ru-
mesh Pathirage shocked
the world last night by
winning the men's jave-
lin throw title at the
Rome Diamond League.
The young star deliv-
ered an unbelievable
throw to secure a histor-
ic victory on the global
track and field stage.

The twenty-three-
year-old launched a
breathtaking throw of
92.62 meters at the
iconic Stadio Olimpico.
This spectacular dis-
tance smashed the tour-
nament's twenty-year-
old record by more than
two meters. Pathirage’s
massive effort also
came incredibly close to
the Asian record set by
Olympic champion Ar-
shad Nadeem in 2024.
With this performance,
he becomes only the
fourth Asian athlete in
history to break the leg-
endary ninety-meter
barrier, joining greats
like India's Neeraj
Chopra.

Former world cham-
pion Anderson Peters
finished a distant sec-
ond place, while Amer-
ica's Curtis Thompson
grabbed third. Pathirage
now proudly holds the
two best javelin throws
in the world this year.

His victory has
sparked massive cele-
brations across Sri Lan-
ka, highlighting his rap-
id rise as a global track
superstar.

Meanwhile, India’s
Sachin Yadav experi-
enced a quiet Diamond
League debut. Compet-
ing in his very first in-
ternational event since
placing fourth at last
year's World Champion-
ships, the twenty-six-
year-old struggled to
find his best form. He
finished in eighth place
out of ten elite competi-
tors with a top throw of
79.18 meters.

Despite the mixed re-
sults for the neighboring
nations, Asian athletes
completely dominated
the headlines on a thrill-
ing night of athletics.

Las Vegas secures

MONACO

The thunderous roar of en-
gines will echo down the
famous Las Vegas Strip for
another decade. Formula

One officials announced
that the city has signed a
massive ten-year contract
extension, guaranteeing the
thrilling night race remains
on the global calendar until

2037. Since its spectacular
debut in 2023, the floodlit
Saturday night race has
quickly become a fan fa-
vorite. Drivers fly past
iconic casinos at breathtak-
ing speeds of over 200
miles per hour. Las Vegas
is one of three American
cities currently hosting a
Grand Prix, alongside Aus-
tin and Miami, proving that
the sport's popularity is
booming across the United
States.

The decision to extend
the contract makes perfect
business sense. Tourism
and racing officials re-
vealed that the event has
pumped a staggering $3.2
billion into the local econ-
omy since its inception.
Every single race has sold
out completely, drawing

long term F1 deal

around 300,000 passionate
fans over each three-day
weekend. Furthermore, the
event generated $43 mil-
lion in tax revenue last year
while donating millions to
local charities.

Formula One chief Stefa-
no Domenicali expressed
great excitement about the
extended partnership, call-
ing the city a true corner-
stone of American motor-
sport.

Local leaders agree that
keeping the race is a defin-
ing moment for Las Vegas
as it evolves into the ulti-
mate sports destination.
With the future locked in,
fans can look forward to
many more years of high-
speed drama and world-
class entertainment under
the neon lights.

Serena Williams announces
return to professional tennis

LONDON

In a stunning twist that has
thrilled sports fans world-
wide, legendary tennis icon
Serena Williams is officially
returning to the profes-
sional courts.
The twenty-
three-time Grand
Slam champion
announced that
she will play
doubles at the
upcoming HSBC
Championships at
Queen's Club.
The forty-four-year-
old American superstar is
teaming up with a rising
nineteen-year-old Canadian
sensation, Victoria Mboko.
Despite a fascinating twen-
ty-five-year age gap between

the two partners, the dynamic
duo is eager to take on the
historic grass courts of West
Kensington from June 8§ to
14.
Williams received a special
wild-card entry to join
the competitive
women's tourna-
ment.

An incredibly
excited Mboko
shared her joy
on social media,

writing that it is
an absolute honor
to share the court
with one of the greatest
athletes of all time.
Williams has not played a
competitive match since the
2022 US Open, where she
famously stated she was
"evolving away" from the

sport rather than fully retir-
ing.

During her spectacular ca-
reer, Williams last won a ma-
jor singles trophy at the 2017
Australian Open while preg-
nant.

Though she reached four
additional Grand Slam finals
after her maternity leave, she
narrowly missed matching
the all-time record.

Tennis enthusiasts are
buzzing with immense ex-
citement over this unexpect-
ed comeback.

Seeing the legendary
champion bring her iconic
power back to the grass
courts alongside a bright
teenage star promises to
make the London tournament
an unforgettable event for
sports history.
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RBI projects steady
growth amid global
economic risks

CHNEWS, Mumbai
The Reserve Bank of India
projected real GDP
growth at 6.6 per cent for
FY27 with quarterly
growth estimates of 6.6,
6.3,6.5and 6.8 per cent.
RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra said the economy
remains resilient despite
global supply chain dis-
ruptions, financial market
volatility and weather re-
lated risks. Private con-
sumption, investment,
manufacturing, services
and exports continue
supporting activity, al-
though higher costs are
beginning to show. CPI in-
flation is projected at 5.1
per cent for FY27, while
core inflation is seen at
4.7 per cent. The RBI
warned that monsoon
uncertainty, El Nino risks
and second round infla-
tion effects require close
monitoring and vigilance
over the coming months
and quarters ahead.

Maruti Suzuki toinvest
in biogas projects

CHNEWS, New Delhi
Maruti Suzuki India will in-
vest Rs 150 crore in two bi-

ogas projects to expand
its green energy push. It
will set up a 10 tonnes per
day plant at Kharkhoda
and expand Manesar ca-
pacity. The Kharkhoda
unit is expected to cut
about 9,490 tonnes of
CO2 annually and meet
20 per cent gas needs. Ma
nesar expansion will pro-
duce 3.6 lakh cubic metres
of biogas annually and
avoid 664 tonnes CO2 em
issions. The company uses
waste feedstock and an-
aerobic digestion to redu
ce fossil fuel dependence.
Initiativ es align with Wa
ste-to-Wealth mission
and government push for
clean energy while suppor
ting sustainable manufac-
turing and lowering emis-
sions across operations.

Indian film media
delegation to explore
Moscow industry

CHNEWS, New Delhi
Indian film and media pro-
fessionals will visit Mos-
cow to explore opportuni-
ties in the Russian cinema
industry. The delegation
aims to engage with studi-
os, producers and creative
institutions to understand
potential collaboration in
co-productions, distribu-
tion and digital content
partnerships. The visit re-
flects growing cultural ex-
change and strengthening
ties between India, Russia
in the entertainment sec-
tor. It also highlights increa
sing interest injoint film-
making projects and par-
ticipation ininternational
film markets. The engage-
ment is part of broader ef-
forts to deepen coopera-
tion in creative industries,
promote shared storytell-
ing and expand au dience
reach across both coun-
tries through cultural and
media collaboration initia-
tives further.
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India boosts Venezuelan oil imports

They discussed expanding energy cooperation as rising crude supply uncertainties push New Delhi toward diversified imports

NEW DELHI

India and Venezuela have
agreed to deepen cooperation
in the energy sector as New
Delhi seeks to diversify crude
oil supplies amid ongoing
geopolitical uncertainties and
disruptions affecting tradi-
tional import routes. The dis-
cussions took place during a
meeting between Union Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri and
Venezuela’s Acting President

Delcy Eloina Rodriguez Go-
mez in New Delhi.

During the meeting, Puri
reaffirmed India’s support for
Venezuela’s energy sector and
stated that Indian companies
are prepared to expand their
presence in the South Ameri-
can nation. He emphasized
Venezuela’s growing impor-
tance in India’s energy diver-
sification strategy and ex-
pressed interest in strengthen-
ing bilateral energy trade.

Rodriguez welcomed great-

»

er participation by Indian
firms in Venezuela’s reformed

oil and gas industry and de-
scribed India as a reliable and
preferred partner. She also
invited an Indian delegation
to visit Venezuela to explore
fresh investment and collabo-
ration opportunities in the en-
ergy sector.

The renewed engagement
comes as India looks for alter-
native sources of crude oil
following disruptions in glob-
al supply chains and concerns
over shipments from the Gulf
region. Venezuela, which pos-

sesses the world’s largest
proven oil reserves, has
emerged as an increasingly
significant supplier for India
in recent months.

According to official data,
India’s average monthly crude
oil imports from Venezuela
rose sharply from 64.027
thousand metric tonnes during
FY 2025-26 to 1,047.148
thousand metric tonnes during
April-May of FY 2026-27.
Venezuela was also among
India’s largest crude suppliers

during the period.

Both sides highlighted the
complementary nature of their
energy sectors, with India’s
advanced refining capacity
well-suited to process Vene-
zuela’s heavy crude oil. The
discussions are expected to
pave the way for stronger
long-term cooperation in up-
stream and downstream ener-
gy projects, supporting India’s
efforts to enhance energy se-
curity and diversify its import
basket.

SpaceX IPO access blocked
in China and Hong Kong

HONG KONG

Access to SpaceX’s official
website and initial public of-
fering (IPO) documents has
reportedly been blocked for
users in mainland China and
Hong Kong, potentially limit-
ing investor participation from
two major financial markets in
what is expected to be one of
the world’s largest public list-
ings.

According to a Reuters re-
view, users attempting to ac-
cess SpaceX’s website and
IPO materials from these re-
gions encountered an “Error
1009,” which typically indi-
cates a region-based restriction
set by the website owner. The
restriction comes as the com-
pany begins its [PO roadshow
and releases key financial and
business documents to poten-
tial investors.

The IPO, led by billionaire
entrepreneur Elon Musk, aims
to raise around $75 billion at a

valuation of approximately
$1.75 trillion. If successful, it
would become the largest
stock market debut in history
and place SpaceX among the
most valuable publicly listed
companies globally.

Major investment banks, in-
cluding Citigroup, Bank of
America, Goldman Sachs, JP-
Morgan, and Morgan Stanley,
are managing the offering,
with additional support from
Asian financial institutions for
regional participation.

The reason for restricting
access in China and Hong
Kong has not been officially
confirmed. Analysts suggest it
could be linked to regulatory
concerns, the company’s de-

cross-border investor access to
sensitive technology firms.

SpaceX has historically
drawn strong global investor
interest due to its dominance
in reusable rocket technology,
satellite communications, and
space exploration initiatives.
However, its links to U.S. de-
fence contracts and advanced
aerospace systems may also
complicate access in certain
jurisdictions.

Neither SpaceX nor the lead

tailed comments on the restric-
tion. The development raises
questions about whether inves-
tors in key Asian markets will
face barriers in participating in
the highly anticipated offering.

As the IPO process contin-
ues, attention remains on pric-
ing expected later this month
and whether access issues will
affect global demand for
shares.

The rupee strengthened sharply against the dollar after RBI
announced measures to boost foreign investments and capital inflows

Rupee rallies as RBI eases
foreign investment norms

NEW DELHI

The Indian rupee recorded a
sharp gain against the US
dollar on Friday after the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
announced a series of mea-
sures aimed at attracting
foreign capital and improving
investor confidence. The do-
mestic currency appreciated
by 50 paise during intraday
trade, supported by positive
market sentiment following
the central bank’s latest policy
decisions.

The rupee strengthened to
95.24 against the US dollar
after opening at 95.72 in the
interbank foreign exchange
market. In the previous trad-
ing session, the currency had
settled at 95.74 against the
dollar.

The appreciation came after
the RBI unveiled steps to
encourage foreign invest-
ments and strengthen capital
inflows amid a challenging
global economic environ-
ment.

Announcing the second
bi-monthly monetary policy
of FY27, RBI Governor San-
jay Malhotra said the Mone-
tary Policy Committee
(MPC) unanimously decided
to keep the repo rate un-

NEW DELHI

State-owned Oil India Limit-
ed has announced a fresh nat-
ural gas discovery in its third
exploratory well in the Anda-
man offshore block, marking
another encouraging sign of
hydrocarbon presence in the
region and boosting prospects
for future energy exploration.

The company said the Vi-
jayapuram-3 well, located un-
der the Offshore Andaman
Block AN-OSHP-2018/1, is
situated about 15 km off the
east coast of the Andaman Is-
lands at a water depth of 355

Key Points
m Rupee gains 50 paise
against dollar.

= RBI keeps repo rate
unchanged.

m FPI investment norms
eased significantly.

m FCNR deposit window
supports inflows.

m Forex reserves boost
market confidence.

changed at 5.25 per cent.

The central bank also main-
tained its neutral policy
stance, signalling a balanced
approach toward growth and
inflation management.

Among the key measures
announced were higher in-
vestment limits for Non-Res-
ident Indians (NRIs) and
Overseas Citizens of
India (OCIs) in equity instru-
ments.

The RBI also relaxed norms
governing Foreign Portfolio

:
Oil India confirms natural gas discovery in Andaman

metres. The drilling was car-
ried out under the Open Acre-
age Licensing Policy (OALP),
aimed at accelerating explora-
tion activities in untapped off-
shore regions.

According to the company,
the well was drilled to a depth

Eocene geological formation.
Initial production testing con-
firmed the presence of natural
gas, with continuous flaring
observed after perforation, in-
dicating active hydrocarbon
flow. The well also showed

Investor (FPI) investments in
government securities, a !
move expected to improve :
foreign participation in

domestic financial markets.

Market experts said addi- :
tional initiatives, including :
the expansion of the Fully :
Accessible Route (FAR) for :
government bonds, conces-
sional foreign exchange swap
facilities, and a temporary :
FCNR(B) deposit window, :
are likely to support dollar in-
flows and strengthen the ru-

pee further.

The RBI reiterated that it
does not target any specific :
exchange rate level and al- :
lows market forces to deter-
mine the value of the rupee. :
However, it remains commit- :
ted to preventing excessive
volatility and disorderly mar- :

ket movements.

Despite concerns over ele-
vated crude oil prices, inves- :
tor confidence received sup-
port from India’s strong
foreign exchange reserves, :
currently estimated at around
$682 billion. The central bank
also revised FY27 GDP !
growth projections to 6.6 per :
cent and raised inflation
estimates to 5.1 per cent, !
reflecting evolving economic

conditions.

BHEL shares rise on winning
major power project

NEW DELHI
fence-related operations, or
broader restrictions on
i Heavy Electricals Limited
¢ (BHEL) gained over 2 per
¢ cent on Friday after the engi-
i neering giant secured a major
i order worth more than Rs
¢ 21,000 crore for a thermal
{ power project in Uttar
i Pradesh. The development
i boosted investor sentiment
¢ and reinforced confidence in
¢ the company’s strong order
¢ pipeline.

Shares of state-owned Bharat

BHEL was awarded the en-

. gineering, procurement and
IPO banks have issued de- | construction (EPC) contract
i by Meja Urja Nigam Pvt Ltd
¢ (MUNPL) for the 3x800 MW
¢ Meja Supercritical Thermal
i Power Project Stage-II in
¢ Prayagraj. The contract was
i awarded through an interna-
i tional competitive bidding
i process and includes design,
¢ engineering, manufacturing,
i supply, construction, erection,
¢ testing and commissioning of
¢ the project.

The company said the proj-

: ect is scheduled to be com-

RBI raises
investment

limits for
NRIs and OCIs

/]
1Jl
BHEL shares rose over 2
per cent after securing a
Rs 21,000 crore thermal
power project order,
strengthening its order
book and growth outlook.

pleted within 70 months from
the date of award notification.
MUNPL is a joint venture be-
tween NTPC Limited and Ut-
tar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut Ut-
padan Nigam Limited. BHEL
clarified that the transaction
does not involve any relat-
ed-party arrangements.

The latest order comes
shortly after the company se-
cured another international
contract valued between Rs
2,000 crore and Rs 2,500
crore from Nigeria’s Dangote
Petroleum Refinery & Petro-
chemicals Free Zone Enter-
prise. The agreement covers

the design, manufacture, sup-
ply and supervision of erec-
tion and commissioning of
eight gas turbine generator
packages for a refinery and
polypropylene plant in Nige-
ria.

Following the announce-
ment, BHEL shares climbed
2.86 per cent to Rs 400.35
during intraday trading. The
stock has delivered strong re-
turns, rising 55.75 per cent
over the past year and 36.55
per cent so far in 2026.

The company’s financial
performance has also re-
mained robust. BHEL report-
ed a 155.8 per cent jump in
consolidated net profit to Rs
1,290.47 crore during the Jan-
uary-March quarter of FY26.
Its provisional turnover for
the full financial year stood at
around Rs 32,350 crore, up 18
percent year-on-year.

BHEL secured total order
inflows of approximately Rs
75,000 crore during FY26,
taking its outstanding order
book to around Rs 2.4 lakh
crore.

Rajesh exports shares
hit lower circuit again
amid probe

. NEW DELHI

MUMBAI
The Reserve Bank of India Shares of Rajesh Exports fell
(RBI) on Friday announced = : sharply for the second consecu-

a series of measures aimed
at attracting foreign capital,
strengthening external bal-
ances, and supporting eco-
nomic growth. RBI Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra re-
vealed the initiatives while
presenting the outcome of
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) meeting.

One of the key announce-
ments was the increase in
investment limits for Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs) and
Overseas Citizens of India
(OCls) in equity instruments
traded on Indian stock ex-
changes without requiring re
gistration with the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI). The facility has
also been extended to all in-
dividual Persons Resident
Outside India (PROIs), plac-
ing them on par with NRIs
and OClIs.

To further encourage for-
eign currency inflows, the
RBI introduced a concessio
nal foreign exchange swap
facility for External Com-
mercial Borrowings (ECBs)
raised by Public Sector Un-
dertakings (PSUs).

im mediate pressure build-up
followed by sustained gas
produc tion, strengthening the
discovery findings. Gas sam-
pling is currently underway to
determine the composition,
calorific value, and overall
quality of the reserves. The
company is also conducting
isotope studies to better un-
derstand the origin and migra-
tion pattern of hydrocarbons
in the region.

This marks the second con-
fir med hydrocarbon indica-
tion in the Andaman offshore
block. Earlier, gas was dis-
covered in the Vijayapuram-2

exploratory well in September
2025, sugge sting a broader :
potential energy system in the :
area.Out of the three wells :
drilled so far, two have :
confirmed hydrocarbon pres-
ence, indicating promising
geological conditions. The
com pany stated that the latest
discovery serves as a “leading
indicator” of possible source
rock, migration pathways, or
ac cumulation zones in the |
basin.The find is expected to :
help Oil India refine its explo-
ration strategy and plan future
drilling campaigns more
¢ top gear,” driven by strong do-

effectively.

i tive trading session on Friday,
i hitting the 5 per cent lower cir-
i cuit limit after the Securities
¢ and Exchange Board of India
i (SEBI) barred the company’s
¢ promoter and Chief Executive
¢ Officer, Rajesh Mehta, from
i dealing in the firm’s securities.

The stock dropped 4.99 per

i cent to Rs 98.73 on the Nation-
i al Stock Exchange (NSE),
¢ while it declined 4.97 per cent
¢ to Rs 99.45 on the Bombay
i Stock Exchange (BSE). Inves-
i tor sentiment remained weak
¢ following SEBI’s interim order
i alleging serious financial irreg-
i ularities within the company.

According to the market reg-

i ulator, preliminary findings in-
i dicate large-scale misrepresen-
i tation of financial statements,
¢ diversion of funds, and inade-
i quate disclosure of related-party
¢ transactions. SEBI stated that
i its investigation uncovered in-
i stances of fund routing and lay-
¢ ering through personal accounts
i and related entities without suf-
¢ ficient documentation or proper
. disclosures.

The regulator said it had re-

i peatedly sought accurate finan-
i cial records and explanations
¢ regarding fund flows, end-use
i of funds, and business rationale.
¢ However, the responses re-
¢ ceived from the company were

found to be unsatisfactory.
SEBI also criticized the lack of
cooperation from the compa-

m Shares hit lower circuit
again.

m SEBI bars promoter
Rajesh Mehta.

m Alleged financial misre-
porting under investi-
gation.

m Fund diversion and
disclosure concerns.

m Company denies all
allegations strongly.

ny’s statutory auditors, noting
that promised audit working
papers were not submitted de-
spite multiple opportunities.

In its order, SEBI observed
that nearly 97 to 99 per cent of
the company’s reported revenue
may have been inflated. The
regulator described the alleged
irregularities as highly unusual
and serious in nature. It further
stated that Rajesh Mehta exer-
cised substantial control over
the company’s financial and
operational affairs, leading to
restrictions on his participation
in the company’s securities
market activities until further
notice.

Rajesh Exports has denied
the allegations, maintaining that
its financial reporting is accu-
rate. The Bengaluru-based com-
pany said there may have been
a communication gap with the
regulator and expressed confi-
dence that a review of authenti-
cated documents would estab-
lish the correctness of its disclo-
sures and business operations.

India auto sales surge reflects
strong economic momentum

NEW DELHI

India’s passenger vehicle mar-
ket recorded robust growth in
May 2026, reinforcing opti-
mism about the country’s eco-
nomic momentum and manu-
facturing strength. Union Min-
ister for Commerce and Indus-
try Piyush Goyal said the latest
sales figures highlight that
“India’s growth engine is in

mestic demand and a thriving
automotive ecosystem. The
passenger vehicle segment
clocked nearly 4.4 lakh units in
May 2026, registering a 23 per
cent year-on-year increase. The
growth was led by major auto-
makers including Maruti Suzu-
ki India Limited, Tata Motors
Limited, and Mahindra & Ma-
hindra Limited, all of which
reported strong sales perfor-
mance during the month.
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No. 3 slot remains India’s biggest [
headache: DEVANG GANDHI

Former selector Devang Gandhi flagged India's unstable number three batting

NEW CHANDIGARH

Former national selector
Devang Gandhi has flagged
the number three batting posi-
tion as India's biggest unre-
solved issue ahead of their
one-off Test match against
Afghanistan. He noted that
the vital slot has remained a
chaotic revolving door ever
since veteran anchor Chetesh-
war Pujara was dropped from
the squad.

Since Pujara’s exit, India

has auditioned seven different
batsmen at one-drop without
anyone cementing the spot.
Shubman Gill had the longest
run before sliding down the
order upon taking over the
Test captaincy. Since then, the
team has shuffled through Sai
Sudharsan, Washington Sun-
dar, Dhruv Jurel, and Devdutt
Padikkal. Gandhi criticized
this lack of consistency,
pointing out how Sundar was
abruptly pushed to number
three on a spinning track

position as a major concern before the Afghanistan Test

against South Africa, only to
be dropped immediately after
a batting collapse.

With the upcoming Test
hosted in Chandigarh, Gandhi
urged selectors to pick a play-
er and back them patiently.
He suggested that Sudharsan
might sit out this match after
failing to capitalize on oppor-
tunities in England, opening
the door for an in-form Padik-
kal. "Whoever they have
identified, they need to give
him a longer run of at least

four or five Test matches.
Number three requires im-
mense technique and temper-
ament," Gandhi stated.

The former selector also
praised Gill’s evolution as a
calm leader and defended the
surprise fast-tracking of tall
pacer Gurnoor Brar over do-
mestic top-wicket taker Auqib
Nabi. Gandhi hinted that if
Chandigarh presents a green
pitch, Brar might debut to test
his "X-factor" ahead of the
New Zealand series.

CHINA BEATS INDIA
in hockey semifinal

KAKAMIGAHARA

The Indian under-18 wom-
en's hockey team suffered a
heartbreaking 1-3 penalty
shootout defeat against Chi-
na, following an intense 2-2
draw in the tournament's
semifinals.

India initiated an aggres-
sive start in the first quarter,
capturing an early lead in the
third minute. Captain
Sweety Kujur provided a
brilliant pass into the strik-
ing circle to Nousheen Naz,
who fired a back-handed
shot past the Chinese goal-
keeper. However, a defen-
sive error in the 24th minute
allowed China's Li ZeYan to
seize a loose ball and cleanly
hit a field goal to equalize
before halftime.

The second half turned
into a tactical defensive bat-
tle. Indian goalkeeper Ma-
hak Parihar made spectacu-

lar saves to deny China’s
penalty corners, while India
failed to convert consecutive
opportunities at the opposite
end. China momentarily
broke the deadlock in the
48th minute when Zhang Yu-
zheng smashed a rebound
shot into the net. Refusing to
surrender, India fought back
fiercely, and Kiran Ekka
successfully converted a
critical penalty corner in the
54th minute to tie the game
at 2-2.

With no tiebreaker in reg-
ular time, the match ad-
vanced into a high-stakes
shootout. Chinese goalkeep-
er Liu Xue delivered a stel-
lar performance, blocking
three Indian attempts. Sand-
eepa Kumari emerged as the
lone scorer for India, while
Lu Tong Tong, Ge Chen, and
Guo Jiaxin securely convert-
ed their shots to seal China's
victory.

Andoni Iraola ready for massive
Liverpool challenge

LIVERPOOL

ly remembering a chaotic atmo-

Newly appointed Liverpool head coach
Andoni Iraola declared he is complete-
ly prepared for the immense pressure
of guiding Anfield's rebuilding project

ahead of the 2026-27 season.

sphere sparked by a late Federico
Chiesa goal. He expressed excite-
ment to finally experience that
raw home energy. Winning over
the fans is an immediate priority
for the former Athletic Club stal-

ibcworldnews.com
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Praggnanandhaa
defeats Gukesh in
Norway thriller

OSLO

Indian Grandmaster R Pragg-
nanandhaa breathed new life
into his championship
dreams after a stunning
Round 9 victory over reign-
ing World Champion D
Gukesh, leaving the tourna-
ment wide open ahead of the
final round.

Playing with the black
pieces, Praggnanandhaa cap-
italized beautifully on a mid-
game error from Gukesh. He
converted his advantage with
supreme poise to claim his
_ third consecutive classical
s, win of the tournament.
The maximum three-

The 43-year-old Spaniard takes the
reins as the successor to Arne Slot.
Iraola arrives with high stock after an

wart, who emphasized that his
football philosophy runs en-
tirely on passion and emo-

point reward propelled
Praggnanandhaa to 15

impressive three-year tenure with
Bournemouth, where he masterminded
a stunning 18-match unbeaten run to
secure a historic sixth-place Premier
League finish and the club's first-ever
European qualification. Speaking di-
rectly to the club's media, Iraola em-
braced the massive weight of expecta-
tion that comes with managing the
global giants. "Liverpool gives me the
chance to coach top players, and top
players give you the chance to fight for
titles," Iraola stated firmly. "I under-
stand what is expected here. I'm ready

for the challenge."

The Basque manager recalled the in-
timidating "Anfield effect" from his
¢ time in the opposing dugout, specifical-

tion.

gland. Observers
note his high-inten-
sity pressing style

Iraola’s gradual rise in
management includes win-
ning the Cypriot Super
Cup with AEK Larnaca,
steering Mirandes, and
guiding Rayo Vallecano
to La Liga promotion
before lighting up En-

mirrors the club's be-
loved "heavy metal" iden-
tity, offering a perfect tacti-
cal blueprint to reshape the
squad following the recent
exits of veteran icons.
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Former national selector Devang
Gandhi strongly backs Shreyas
Iyer to replace Suryakumar Yadav
as India’s next T20 International
captain, citing his stellar domestic
and Indian Premier League lead-
ership credentials.

The Ajit Agarkar-led national
selection committee meets in
Mumbai to finalize squads for up-
coming tours of Ireland and En-
gland. The central talking point
centers on whether to persist with
Suryakumar. Although he success-
fully led India to defend their T20
World Cup title on home soil in
March, the 35-year-old’s personal
batting form has plummeted. He
scored just 270 runs during the
recent IPL season and a modest
242 runs in the World Cup. With
an eye toward building a long-
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| captaincy over Suryakumar

B

term strategy for the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics, Gandhi be-
lieves the team management must
initiate a swift transition.

"Slots are always up for grabs.
Surya's batting form is a genuine
concern, and I think it is time to
move on,"
described Iyer as the most deserv-
ing successor due to his experi-
ence guiding Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers to an IPL championship,
alongside leading both Delhi Cap-
itals and Punjab Kings to tourna-
ment finals.

When discussing the vacant
vice-captaincy role, Gandhi ex-
pressed a strong preference for
wicketkeeper-batsman Ishan Kis-
han over other rising youngsters.
He noted that Kishan provides
consistency and recently led
Jharkhand to domestic success.

Gandhi explained. He

FIFA CANCELS TICKETS AFTER EBSIT E GLITCH

NEW DELHI

In a bizarre turn of events,
football fans managed to
book highly coveted FIFA
World Cup 2026 tickets for
absolutely nothing due to a
sudden website glitch. How-
ever, football’s world gov-
erning body has quickly
corrected the error, cancel-
ing the free bookings and
demanding full payment
from the lucky buyers.
FIFA confirmed that ap-
proximately 60 supporters
received confirmation
emails showing a checkout
balance of "0 USD" due to a
technical payment issue
during processing. The pric-
ing blunder originally oc-
curred during online sales
on May 21. After discover-

ing the anomaly, FIFA sent
out notices stating that all
transactions with inaccurate
pricing records were offi-
cially voided under their
general public terms of sale.

To ensure disappointed
supporters do not complete-
ly miss out on the global

showpiece, the governing
body has temporarily re-
served the exact same seats.
The affected fans now have
a strict seven-day window
to log into their ticketing ac-
counts and pay the correct
amount. If the transactions
are not completed within

this week-long period, the
seats will be permanently
removed.

This technical mishap / the Indian
adds to growing frus- contingent
tration over escalat- as fellow
ing tournament g country-
costs. Just two g, - man Ary-
months ago, the - an Roopa

official resale
platform
sparked massive
outrage after listing

four lower-deck tickets be-
hind the goal for the final
match at MetLife Stadium
for an astonishing $2.3 mil-
lion each. While FIFA ex-
pressed deep regret for the
technical inconvenience
caused to the fans, it firmly
reiterated that market-rate
payments are mandatory to
secure entry.

EL JADIDA

Kochhar shines at
IGPL Bharath
Classic

points, putting him
just half a point be-
hind current leader
Wesley So. Express-
ing his relief, Pragg-
nanandhaa revealed
he was thrilled to be
in contention, con-
sidering he was bat-

tling for the bottom

spot just three days
ago.

Meanwhile, current
leader Wesley So drew
his classical matchup
against World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen. Howev-
er, the American rebound-

Praggnanandhaa’s vital
victory over Gukesh
threw the championship
race wide open, while
Assaubayeva captured
the historic women’s
crown with a round to
spare.

ed instantly by winning the
fast-paced Armageddon tie-
breaker to secure the extra
point and retain his lead.
Trailing closely behind is
Alireza Firouzja, who held
off Vincent Keymer in their
classical match before secur-
ing an Armageddon victory
to sit comfortably at 14.5
points.

In the women's category, Ka-
zakhstan's Bibisara Assauba-
yeva officially clinched the
historic crown with a round to
spare. Assaubayeva drew her
classical game against Anna
Muzychuk.

Though Muzychuk won the
subsequent Armageddon tie-
breaker, Assaubayeva’s mathe-
matical lead at 16.5 points be-
came completely uncatchable.
China's Zhu Jiner scored the
only decisive classical win of
the women's bracket by outlast-
ing India's Divya Deshmukh in
time trouble to climb into sec-
ond place overall.

|

Indian golfer Karandeep Kochhar made a stellar
start at the $500,000 IGPL Bharath Classic, carding
an impressive six-under-par 66 to anchor himself
in a tie for second place after the opening round.

The 26-year-old Chandigarh native bounced back
gracefully from a missed cut last week at the Maza-
gan Beach & Golf Resort.

Kochhar found his rhythm early, firing a sensa-
tional streak of four consecutive birdies starting
from the second hole. He reached the turn at an
exceptional five-under 31 before navigating a chal-
lenging, windy back nine with two more birdies
and a solitary bogey. Kochhar currently sits just one
stroke behind the tournament leader, Thailand’s
Runchanapong Youprayong, who shot a brilliant
seven-under 65. Kochhar shares second place with

Australia’s Will Florimo and Austria’s Nick-

w0 las Regner. Reflecting on his turnaround,
the four-time winner in India credited
rigorous training for his sudden resur-
gence. "I struggled heavily with my put-
ting last week," Kochhar admitted. "I put
in a massive amount of hard work over
the weekend and early this week to fix
it, and I am incredibly happy that it

paid off today."

Anand also forced his way
into the top ten. Riding
high on the confidence of

The leaderboard looks
promising for

his recent triumph at the
IGPL Congo, Anand
carded a solid four-un-
der 68, featuring six
birdies, to secure tied-
eighth place. Both
Indians remain in
prime position as the
tournament heads
into the weekend.

Prabhakaran
calls for year
round football
culture

NEW DELHI

Former All India Football
Federation (AIFF) general
secretary Shaji Prabhakaran
has urged the nation to chan-
nel its periodic FIFA World
Cup enthusiasm into a sus-
tained, year-round movement
for grassroots football devel-
opment.

The 54-year-old adminis-
trative veteran pointed out a
frustrating paradox in Indian
sports culture.

While the country under-
goes a massive football craze
every four years, flooding
social media, newspapers,
and television channels with
analysis, this intense engage-
ment rapidly evaporates once
the global tournament con-
cludes.

"Football must become
part of everyday life in India
rather than a four-year carni-
val," Prabhakaran wrote.

"The same individuals
who fervently question why
India is not part of the World
Cup often remain silent when
the Indian national team
plays important matches or
when domestic clubs face
survival challenges."

Prabhakaran highlighted
the qualification of smaller
nations like Cape Verde and
Curagao for the newly ex-
panded 48-team World Cup
as proof that a massive pop-
ulation means nothing with-
out structural competence.

He emphasized that foot-
ball success is strictly a prod-
uct of vision, coaching path-
ways, scouting, and transpar-
ent governance.

To bridge the gap between
temporary fandom and elite
international performance,
the former general secretary
outlined a roadmap for the
country.
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