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CMstepsinwithaid
todistressed growers

» Declares emergency fund
for drought-hit farmers

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Thursday said to en-
sure urgent assistance to farm-
ers in the state facing distress
due to drought, the state gov-
ernment has decided to grant
drought relief of %5,000 per
farmer, capped at a maximum
land area of 2 hectares.

The process of releasing
32,500 as the first installment
of this interim relief has been
started and started through
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT),
while the remaining amount
would be released in the com-
ing days, he said, adding that
the government aims to bring
relief to farmers in distress
during Diwali.

"Dasara is over, and Diwali
has arrived. Farmers are in cri-
sis, and the government is
committed to bringing light
into their lives. It has been de-
cided to give drought relief of
up to Rs 5,000 to each eligible
farmer. In the first phase, Rs.
2,500 will be transferred di-
rectly to farmers through Di-
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT).
The remaining R. 2,500 will be
released in the coming days,"
he said.

Speaking at a committee
room in Vidhana Soudha on
Thursday, Shivakumar re-
leased Rs 17.43 crore as the
first instalment of input subsi-
dy for 1,06,462 farmers in
Yadgir district, at Rs 2,500 per
farmer.

He said payment files are
being prepared for 15 districts,
with the first instalment of in-
put subsidy to be disbursed to
eligible farmers at the earliest
and the second instalment
within 15-20 days.

He added that while the as-
sistance may not fully com-
pensate for farmers' losses, it
would provide some relief,

» Approves ¥5,000 drought relief,
begins ¥2,500 first instalment

CM's announcement in a nutshell

Payout structure: The total interim

relief is set at ¥5,000. The first phase

distributes 2,500 via Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT). The remaining 2,500
will follow within the next 15 to 20 days.

Immediate implementation: As
part of the initial rollout, the CM
released %17.43 cr directly to1,06,462
eligible farmers in the Yadgir district.

Next districts covered: Payment

pipeline procedures are underway for
15 additional districts, including Kolar,

Koppal, Chamarajanagar, Dharwad,
Ballari, Bidar, Bengaluru Urban, Haveri,
Bengaluru South, Davanagere, Dakshi-
na Kannada, Kalaburagi, Mandya, Vi-

jayanagara, and Uttara Kannada.

Drought severity context: The
state govt has officially identified 226
taluks as drought-hit, reporting an es-
timated crop damage spanning over
57.93 lakh hectares.

The state is utilising its
own immediate resources
to back this initial subsidy,
it has formally calculated
total drought-related damages at
¥62,000 crore and requested
¥22,400 crore in aid from the
National Disaster Response Fund.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

reiterating the government's
commitment to improving
their lives.

Payments to other district
"Meanwhile, payment files are
being prepared for 15 districts:
Uttara Kannada, Kolar, Kop-
pal, Chamarajanagar, Dhar-
wad, Ballari, Bidar, Bengaluru
Urban, Haveri, Bengaluru
South, Davanagere, Dakshina
Kannada, Kalaburagi, Mandya
and Vijayanagara. The first in-
stalment of input subsidy will
be paid to eligible farmers in
these districts at the earliest.
The second instalment will be
released within 15 to 20 days.
The government remains com-
mitted to improving farmers'

lives. The assistance may not
fully make up for their losses,
but it will certainly offer some
relief," he said.

He said the remaining ap-
proved input subsidy would be
released in a single instalment
after receiving funds from the
NDREF, subject to eligibility
criteria. He also described the
drought as unprecedented, not-
ing that only the Krishna reser-
voir had filled up despite
warnings from the Centre.

"Subject to eligibility crite-
ria, the remaining approved
input subsidy, calculated under
the revised norms, will be re-
leased in a single instalment
once the necessary funds are
received from the National Di-
saster Response Fund (NDRF).
None of us has ever experi-
enced, or even heard of, a
drought as severe as this in our
lifetime. Despite advance
warnings from the Central
Government, none of the dams
except the Krishna reservoir
has filled up," he said.
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Deleted voters
should get
justice: DKS

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Thursday said all voters
whose names had been deleted,
except those who are deceased,
should get justice, and asserted
that the protest will continue
until their demands are met.

Speaking at a massive protest
organised by KPCC at Freedom
Park here against the SIR of
electoral rolls, he said, "We
don't agree with the way SIR is
ongoing. All the voters whose
names have been deleted, except
for the deceased, should get jus-
tice. Until justice is served, we
will continue to fight."

Scrap SIR, oust CEC: Siddu

Former chief minister Siddara-
maiah demanded that the SIR
of electoral rolls, which is
against the law and spirit of the
Constitution, be scrapped im-
mediately and CEC Gyanesh
Kumar resign from his post.

He warned that any attempt
to weaken the country’s demo-
cratic system and infringe on
the voting rights of eligible vot-
ers cannot be tolerated. “The
fight is being waged across the
country with two main de-
mands - scrapping of SIR and
resignation of the Kumar.”

He questioned the appoint-
ment process of Kumar, alleg-
ing that the Centre changed the
composition of the selection
committee for appointment of
Election Commissioners, which
is a serious issue. “Earlier, the
selection committee comprised
the Prime Minister, Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha and
Chief Justice of India. The Cen-
tre enacted a law replacing the
CJI with a Union Minister as a
member of the committee,
thereby increasing the domi-
nance of the central govern-
ment in the selection process.”

PIL challenges
MLA’s appointment
as KSPCB chief

Bengaluru: The High Court
on Thursday issued a notice to
the state government regarding
a petition challenging the
nomination of Anekal MLA B
Shivanna as the chairman of
the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board. A division
bench comprising Justice Anu
Sivaraman and Justice KS
Bharath Kumar, which heard
the PIL filed by advocate Sud-
ha Katwa, issued notices to the
state government and the
KSPCB, directing them to file
their objections.

Cyclone Murasu: 4 TN
fishermen found dead after

boat capsizes off AP coast

BAPATLA

Four bodies of Tamil Nadu fishermen
who went missing after their boat
capsized off the Andhra Pradesh
coast amid Cyclone Murasu have
been recovered, while search opera-
tions are underway to trace five oth-
ers, a senior official said on Thursday.
Prakasam district Collector P Raja
Babu said the fishermen had ven-
tured into the sea from Chennai on
October 29. With Cyclone Murasu ap-
proaching, they were advised to
move their boats to safer locations
along the Andhra Pradesh coast. Ac-
cordingly, four boats were anchored
in the state, three at Ramayapatnam
Port and one at Nizampatnam Port.
Nine fishermen aboard the boat an-
chored at Nizampatnam went miss-
ing after it capsized while they were
moving towards Ramayapatnamon
November 3. “Four bodies of Tamil
Nadu fishermen have been recovered.
Efforts were underway to trace the
remaining five,” Babu added.

QUICK READ

Union Minister Puri elected
unopposed to RS from MP

BHOPAL: Union Petroleum
Minister and BJP candidate
Hardeep Singh Puri was on
Thursday declared elected un-
opposed in the Rajya Sabha
bypoll from Madhya Pradesh,
an official said.

On the last day of the with-
drawal of nominations, Puri,
who was the sole candidate in
the fray as the papers of other
two nominees were rejected
during scrutiny, was declared
elected to the Upper House of
Parliament by Returning Offi-
cer Umesh Sharma. MP BJP

president Hemant Khandelwal
collected Puri's certificate of
election from the returning of-
ficer in the presence of party
MLA Rameshwar Sharma.

On the last day for the scru-
tiny of papers, the nominations
of the other two candidates,
Kante Sayanna and Rajkumar
Lohani, who was backed by the
Opposition Congress, were re-
jected. The bypoll, if necessary,
was to take place on November
12. The seat fell vacant after the
resignation of former Union
minister L Murugan.

2 killed in Delhi
building collapse

New Delhi: Two people were
killed and several feared
trapped after a three-storey
under-construction building
collapsed in Old Delhi’s
Chawri Bazar Thursday
morning.

The incident took place at
9.50 am amid the Diwali rush,
in the narrow bylanes of
Chawri Bazar, which sees an
increased footfall during the
festive season.

The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) has suspend-
ed a junior engineer and an
assistant engineer.

Flights across Europe get
bomb threats, third

time this week

PARIS

Bomb threats disrupted air travel across
Europe on Thursday, forcing several air-
craft to divert from their routes and make
unplanned landings in France, Belgium
and Bulgaria. As per reports, 12 European
flights received bomb threats. An Aer Lin-
gus flight (E1402), travelling from Dublin
to Rome, was diverted to Evreux airport,
around 100 km west of Paris, where it
landed safely. The Irish airline said the di-
version was a precautionary security
measure. In Belgium, an aircraft that was
forced to land at Brussels’ Zaventem air-
port belonged to Polish carrier LOT. Mean-
while, a Finnair aircraft flying from Helsin-
ki was escorted by the Italian air force be-
fore making a safe landing at its sched-
uled destination in Rome. Bulgaria also
reported three aircraft making emergency
landings following bomb threats. The lat-
est incidents come two days after at least
seven flights and a cruise ship received
bomb threats on Tuesday, disrupting op-
erations at airports across Europe. How-
ever, no explosive devices were found.
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Min: Local body polls will be
conducted using ballot papers

‘There was no question
of reconsidering the
matter’

v

BENGALURU

Karnataka's upcoming local
body elections will be con-
ducted using ballot papers in-
stead of Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs), Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj
Minister Eshwar Khandre said
after the Cabinet meeting on
Thursday.

He added that the State Elec-
tion Commission will decide
whether the elections will be
held using the new or the exist-
ing electoral rolls.

Briefing the media after the
Cabinet meeting at Vidhana
Soudha, Khandre said the gov-
ernment had already taken a
decision to conduct local body
elections through ballot papers,
and there was no question of
reconsidering the matter.

He clarified that the state
government had not taken any
decision on whether the new or
old electoral rolls would be
used for the elections.

The Cabinet also approved
road development projects
worth Rs 20,000 crore across
the state, including the devel-
opment of state highways,
major district roads and con-
struction of bridges.

Winter session from
December 2 to11

Khandre said the winter ses-
sion of the Karnataka Legis-
lature will be held from De-
cember 2 to 11. The dates had
been finalised keeping every-
one's convenience in
mind, despite holidays
falling in between
Financial position
strong

On the state's
financial posi-

tion, the min-

ister said the
government's

The state government has
not taken any decision on
whether the new orold

electoral rolls will be used

for the elections.
- Eshwar Khandre, RDPR Minister

finances were strong, and
revenue collection was pro-
gressing satisfactorily.

He said the government had
estimated its revenue receipts
in the budget and collections
through GST and other
sources were taking place
as expected. All depart-
ments were making efforts
to improve revenue
collection.

He also pointed out that

funds were being released

for various programmes

Y and announcements after

' obtaining approval

from the Finance De-

partment, indicat-

ing that there were

no financial con-
straints.

Bibi loses religious party’s support
as rival tipped to form govt

JERUSALEM

Gadi Eisenkot emerged on
Thursday as the favourite to
be tasked with trying to form
an Israeli government as an
ultra-Orthodox Jewish party
long aligned with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
declined to recommend him.

President Isaac Herzog
held a second day of consul-
tations with political parties
after the October 27 election,
in which neither Netanyahu,
a right-winger, nor Eisenkot,
a former military chief, se-
cured enough votes for a ma-
jority.

Herzog will choose by him-
self whom to ask to form a
new government but tradi-
tionally the mandate is given
to the person recommended
by more parties, which would
be Eisenkot.

United Torah Judaism,
which backed Netanyahu af-
ter the previous five elec-
tions, in its meeting with Her-
zog declined to recommend
Netanyahu again as prime
minister, although it also did
not side with Eisenkot.

The party informed Herzog
"that it has decided not to rec-
ommend any member of
Knesset to form a govern-
ment," the president's office
said in a statement, referring
to the 120-member parlia-
ment in which United Torah
Judaism has won seven seats.

Observers say United Torah
Judaism's tactic is likely
aimed mostly at punishing
Netanyahu and showing that
their votes cannot be taken
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Parliament strength
Magic number
Netanyahu’s party

Eisenkot’s party

Arab-led parties m
for granted, while they would
still serve in a government if
he were to form one.

Once Herzog gives his
mandate to a lawmaker, the
person -- presumably either
Eisenkot or Netanyahu -- will
have 28 days to form a gov-
ernment, with a potential 14-
day extension. If the lawmak-
er fails, Herzog will then task
someone else.

Netanyahu's bloc -- includ-
ing United Torah Judaism --
has 53 seats in the new parlia-
ment, as opposed to 48 for
Eisenkot's bloc.

Arab-majority lists jumped
to 19 seats, on the back of an-
ger over Netanyahu's hard-
right government whose min-
isters have vowed to treat the
Israeli citizens much like Pal-
estinians in war-ravaged
Gaza and the occupied West
Bank.

People have
right to know
where you go:
Shah to Rahul

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Thurs-
day asked Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi to disclose de-
tails of his foreign trips, par-
ticularly his recent visit to
Vietnam, saying the public
had a right to know about the
activities of the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha.

“You just returned from
Vietnam, but you don't talk
about that. There should be
transparency... Rahul ji,
please give the public an ac-
count of all your foreign trips.
How many days did you stay
in Vietnam, whom did you
meet, why did you go there,
what was the programme...”
Shah said at a BJP rally in
Haryana's Karnal.

“You hold a constitutional
position. The public has a
right to know since you are
the Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha,” he added.

Shah also questioned Gand-
hi's criticism of EVMs, asking
why Congress legislators had
taken oath in Kerala after
winning elections using the
same machines. He cited Tel-
angana and Himachal
Pradesh, where the Congress
is in power, to challenge the
party's position on EVMs.

IMMIGRATION RULE REFRESHEI

India exempts select foreign nationals from passport, visa rules

.revises travel norms for
3 neighbours.

\ 4
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Thursday notified
the Immigration and Foreigners
(Exemption) (Amendment) Or-
der, 2026, introducing specific
amendments to the Immigra-
tion and Foreigners (Exemp-
tion) Order, 2025.

Under the amended order, In-
dian nationals travelling to or
returning from Nepal or Bhutan
by land or air will be required to
produce any one of the identity
documents specified in the visa
manual before an immigration
officer. They will also have to
furnish any information sought
by the officer.

The exemption provided un-
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der this clause shall not apply to
a citizen of India departing to or
returning from countries other
than Nepal or Bhutan through
the Indo-Nepal or Indo-Bhutan
border by land or by air. In all
such cases, they shall be required
to possess a valid passport and
their exit from or entry into India
shall be only through the desig-
nated immigration posts.
Citizens of Nepal or Bhutan
entering or leaving India
Under the new order, citizens of
Nepal and Bhutan entering or
leaving India by land or air will
also be required to produce any
one of the identity documents

Key exemptions and rule changes

Pakistani citizens: Long-term resi-
dents who arrived on or before Decem-
ber 31,2009, are exempt from passport
renewal norms if they lack a CNIC, have
family in India, sign an undertaking not

to return, and pass security checks,
though a valid visa remains required.

SriLankan & Tibetan refugees: Reg-
istered Sri Lankan Tamil refugees (ar-
rived by January 9, 2015) and eligible Ti-
betan refugees (arrived via designated
permits or border posts between 1959
and 2003) receive passport and visa ex-
emptions subject to local registration.

Minority refugees: Hindu, Sikh, Bud-
dhist, Jain, Parsi, and Christian refugees
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan arriving by December 31,
2024, due to persecution are exempt
from standard passport rules witha
valid stay visa.

P10s and defense personnel: People
of Indian origin with expired Malaysian
or Singaporean passports (arrived by
December 31,2009), on-duty Indian
military/naval/air personnel, and for-
eign military ship crews with valid IDs
are granted specific exemptions.

specified in the visa manual be-
fore an immigration officer.
They will also have to provide
any information sought by the
officer. However, this exemption
will not apply to citizens of Ne-
pal or Bhutan entering or leaving
India from or to a country other

than Nepal or Bhutan.

The exemption will also not
apply to those who have board-
ed a flight or transited through
China, Macau, Hong Kong or
Pakistan. In such cases, they
must possess both a valid pass-
port and a valid visa. In both

Nepal, Bhutan and India
travel norms

» Regional travel: Citizens of India,
Nepal, and Bhutan moving directly
between the three nations can use
alternative IDs listed in the Visa
Manual instead of passports.

» Third-country travel: Nepalese
and Bhutanese nationals traveling
to or through China, Macau, Hong
Kong, or Pakistan must still hold a
valid passport and visa.

What is a 'visamanual'?

The order defined the document as
amanual issued by the central gov-
ernment from time to time, contain-
ing instructions on visas, immigra-
tion and related matters.

cases, citizens of Nepal and
Bhutan must possess a valid
passport and a valid visa.
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Man heldin |
Bengaluru tourist
assault case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

City police have arrested
a man for allegedly drug-
ging and raping a
26-year-old tourist from
Rajasthan after be-
friending her at a social
club in Koramangala.
The accused, identified
as Sameer, was remand-
ed in judicial custody
and sent to the Parappa-
na Agrahara Central
Prison following an in-
vestigation led by the
Madiwala police station.
According to investiga-
tors, the complainant ar-
rived in Bengaluru on
October 4 for a leisure
trip and was staying at a
hotel. On October 24,
she visited a club where
Sameer introduced him-
self by offering a lighter.
After conversing, sharing
alcoholic drinks, and ex-
changing phone num-
bers, the accused per-
suaded her to accompa-
ny him to another hotel,
where he reserved a
room. The complainant
alleged that the accused
spiked her beverage with
a suspected intoxicating
substance before sexu-
ally assaulting her and
fleeing the premises. The
victim lodged an official
police complaint four
days after the assault.
Investigators registered a
First Information Report
(FIR) under relevant pro-
visions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and subsequently se-
cured his arrest.

Kumaraswamy says

Priyank’s remark is
aninsult to farmers

Privank Kharge called Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy
a “village idiot” after Kumaraswamy criticised
his handling of the Home Department.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy on Thursday crit-
icised Karnataka Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge over his
“village idiot” remark, saying
it insulted farmers and people
living in rural areas.

The controversy began after
Priyank Kharge called Ku-
maraswamy a “village idiot”
while responding to the Union
Minister’s criticism of his
handling of the Home Depart-
ment. Kharge had also ac-
cused Kumaraswamy of mak-
ing allegations regularly.

Reacting to the statement,
Kumaraswamy said the re-
mark would not affect him
personally but argued that us-
ing such language showed
disrespect towards the farm-
ing community.

He said farmers who work
hard to cultivate land and pro-
vide food to the country de-
served respect. He alleged
that the Congress leader’s
words portrayed villagers and
farmers as uneducated or
foolish.

Kumaraswamy also ques-
tioned the Congress leader-
ship over the remark and de-
manded an explanation from
Congress president Mallikar-

f’

Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy.

jun Kharge, who is Priyank
Kharge’s father.

He asked what respect the
Congress party had shown to-
wards farmers and said its
leadership should respond to

JD(S) launched a
campaighn titled “Yes, |
am avillageidiot.
What'’s the big deal?”

the farming community.

Meanwhile, the Janata Dal
(Secular), or JD(S), launched
a campaign titled “Yes, l am a
village idiot. What’s the big
deal?” Party MLAs also
joined the campaign in sup-
port of Kumaraswamy.

The exchange has added to
the political dispute between
the two leaders, which began
with disagreements over the

Controversy
insights

| Core Trigger: Home Minister
Priyank Kharge’s
controversial “village idiot”
remark.

B Protest Campaign: JD(S)
launched “Yes, | am a village
idiot” counter-movement.

H Political Demand:
Explanation demanded
directly from Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge.

m Underlying Dispute:
Ongoing clash regarding
Home Department handling
and investigations.

handling of the Home Depart-
ment and allegations linked to
an investigation into an al-
leged sting operation involv-
ing former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

Kumaraswamy is the Union
Minister for Heavy Industries
and Steel, while Priyank
Kharge holds Karnataka’s
Home portfolio, along with
Information Technology and
Biotechnology and E-Gover-
nance.

Narayanaswamy questions
Priyank Kharge’s

academic cred

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil Leader of the Opposition
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
has criticised Minister Pri-
yank Kharge over his “village
idiot” remark against Union
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy.

Narayanaswamy said the
comment insulted people
from rural areas and ques-
tioned Kharge’s understand-
ing of village life.

Speaking to reporters on
Thursday, Narayanaswamy
said he was also born in a vil-
lage and had worked his way
up to reach the Vidhana Soud-
ha. Referring to Kumaras-
wamy’s birthplace, Haradana-
halli, he said people from
villages should not be looked
down upon.

He alleged that Kharge’s
remark showed disrespect to-
wards farmers and rural com-
munities. Narayanaswamy
said villagers played an im-
portant role in feeding the
country and deserved respect.
He also questioned why poli-
ticians who made such re-
marks sought votes from rural
voters during elections.

Questions Kharge’s
understanding of Dalit
issues

Narayanaswamy further criti-
cised Kharge’s comments on
Dalit identity and the legacy
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He
questioned whether Kharge
had personally experienced
the hardships faced by Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled

entials

Chalavadi Narayanaswamy, Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council.

Tribe communities or partici-
pated in protests against injus-
tices affecting them.

He also referred to Ambed-
kar’s academic achievements
and challenged Kharge to pub-
licly disclose his educational
qualifications. Narayanas-
wamy questioned whether
Kharge possessed the academ-
ic record and knowledge re-
quired to challenge others to
debates.

The BJP leader also said
political power was tempo-
rary and urged Kharge to
communicate respectfully
with people from all back-
grounds.

Ambedkar’s education
becomes part of
political exchange
Narayanaswamy invoked
Ambedkar’s scholarship, lan-
guage skills and contribution
to social justice while criticis-
ing Kharge. He also ques-

Political controversy
insights

BJP Legislative Council Opposition
Leader Chalavadi Narayanaswamy.

Core Challenge

Public disclosure of academic
qualifications demanded.

Social Defense

Emphasis on rural heritage and
contributions of farmers.

Ideological Debate

Invocation of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
academic achievements.

tioned the claim of having
32 academic degrees, which
he attributed to Ambedkar’s
achievements.

The remarks have added
another chapter to the polit-
ical exchange between Con-
gress and BJP leaders fol-
lowing Kharge’s comment
against Kumaraswamy.

Karnataka admits financial constraints
over Gruha Lakshmi dues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has acknowledged financial
difficulties in releasing pend-
ing payments under its Gruha
Lakshmi scheme.

In an affidavit submitted to
the Karnataka High Court, the
government stated that assis-
tance for February and March
2025 had not been released
due to financial constraints.

The matter came up during
the hearing of a Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) filed by
R. Ganga and G.D. Pavithra,
seeking payment of the pend-
ing instalments. Sonal S. Igar,
the Stree Shakti Project Offi-
cer, submitted the affidavit
confirming the delay.

Government says
payments are not a
legalright

In its response, the govern-
ment argued that Gruha
Lakshmi is a welfare scheme
and that beneficiaries cannot
claim monthly payments as an
enforceable legal right. It also
stated that financial assistance
cannot be demanded solely on
the basis of legitimate expec-
tation when the government
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The Karnataka High Court in Bengaluru.

faces financial difficulties.
The government requested
the High Court to dismiss the
PIL. The court reportedly
granted the petitioners two
weeks to file their objections
and postponed the hearing.

The government also said
verification was underway to
identify and remove ineligible
beneficiaries, including in-
come tax and GST payers,
from the scheme.

¥7,408 crore released
for three other
instalments

Meanwhile, the government
has released the 34th, 35th
and 36th instalments together,
amounting to approximately
%7,408.6 crore. These pay-
ments cover August, Septem-
ber and October 2026. How-

32,000

a month for eligible
women heads of
households

37,408.6

crore released for
Aug-Oct 2026

%5,000

crore pending
(approx.), petitioners
say

Government rejects
allegations of duplicate
payments

The government denied alle-
gations that money had been
transferred twice to beneficia-
ries through separate bank
accounts. It said payments are
processed through the Aad-
haar-Enabled Payment Sys-
tem, which prevents duplicate
transfers.

ever, the February and March
2025 dues remain a separate
issue.

The Gruha Lakshmi scheme
provides 32,000 per month to
eligible women heads of
households. Opposition par-
ties and the petitioners have
questioned the status of ap-
proximately X5,000 crore in
pending payments, affecting a
large number of beneficiaries.

Karnataka raises dearness
allowance for state employees

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has reportedly increased the
Dearness Allowance (DA) for
state government employees
by 2.25 percentage points,
raising it from 15.75% to 18%
of basic pay. The revised rate
is stated to be effective from
July 1, 2026.

According to the reported
government order, the revised
DA will apply to employees
drawing salaries under the 2024
revised pay scales. For calculat-
ing the allowance, basic pay
will include the salary drawn in
the applicable pay scale, stag-
nation increments, personal
pay, if applicable, and addition-
al increments granted beyond
the maximum pay scale.

The government has also
reportedly increased Dearness
Relief for state government
pensioners and family pen-
sioners from 15.75% to 18%
of their basic pension or fam-
ily pension. The revised rate

will also apply to pensioners
and family pensioners of aid-
ed educational institutions
whose pensions are paid from

THE ORDER

DA rises to 18% of
basic pay

— Up from 15.75%,
effective July 1,2026

— Pensioners: Dearness
Relief also 18%

the State Consolidated Fund.

The order covers full-time
state government employees,
Zilla Panchayat employees,
full-time work-charged em-
ployees drawing salaries un-
der regular pay scales, and
employees of government-aid-
ed educational institutions and
universities who receive sala-
ries under regular pay scales.

Retired employees who
served under University
Grants Commission (UGC),

All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE) and
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) pay scales
are also covered under the
pension provisions.
However, separate orders
will be issued for serving em-
ployees drawing salaries un-
der UGC, AICTE and ICAR
pay scales, as well as judicial
officers covered under the
National Judicial Pay Com-
mission (NJPC) pay scales.
The government has report-

Theincrease is expected to
provide additional
financial support to
employees and pensioners
amid rising living costs

edly directed that the revised
DA be paid in cash until fur-
ther orders. The increase is
expected to provide addition-
al financial support to eligible
employees and pensioners
amid rising living costs.

Somashekhar promises development

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Yeshwanthpur MLA S.T. So-
mashekhar has said that prior-
ity is being given to the over-
all development of villages in
his constituency, irrespective
of political affiliations.

Speaking after inaugurating
several development works,
the MLA said he would work
towards improving basic in-
frastructure and educational
facilities in all villages.

The projects include the
construction of a concrete
road connecting Rayara
Doddi and Gadipalya under
Somanahalli Gram Pancha-
yat, a hall for government
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At the inauguration of development works under Somanahalli Gram Panchayat.

across all rural vill

school students in Somana-
halli village and roadside
drains in Makkudlu village
to ensure the smooth flow of
rainwater.

Somashekhar said he would
not involve politics in devel-
opment activities and would
work for the welfare of peo-
ple across party lines.

He added that plans had
been prepared to develop all
villages under the gram pan-
chayats in his constituency by
securing government grants.
His aim is to transform every
village into a model village
by improving roads, drainage
facilities and educational in-
frastructure.

__INCENTIVES FOR EXCELLENCE _

ages

Former Somanahalli Gram
Panchayat president Muniraju
Gowda said several residen-
tial layouts had been devel-
oped and government welfare
schemes implemented in the
panchayat limits. He appreci-
ated the MLA’s efforts to pro-
vide rural areas with facilities
similar to those available in
urban areas, including roads,
electricity, drainage and
streetlights.

He also highlighted the
steps taken to ensure that
people in rural areas could

The works inaugurated

Concrete road, Rayara Doddi
to Gadipalya

Hall for government school
students, Somanahalli

@ Roadside drains, Makkudlu

easily access benefits under
Central and State government
schemes.

Former gram panchayat
vice-president Keshav A.,
Block Congress president
Narayana, Guarantee Schemes
Committee member Chan-
drashekara Murthy and other
local leaders attended the pro-
gramme.

Two areted or
murder of
elderly woman

in Bengaluru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Byatarayanapura police have
arrested two men, identified
as Kantharaju and Manjappa,
in connection with the murder
of an elderly woman, Venkat-
alakshmamma, at Hosagud-
dadahalli. The woman, who
lived alone, reportedly had
property disputes with her rel-
atives. Police said the accused
allegedly murdered her on Oc-
tober 24 and stole her gold or-
naments. The investigation
led to the arrest of both sus-
pects. Further investigation
and legal proceedings are un-
derway.

Corporation honours six PU students
with cash incentives

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru South Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
K.N. Ramesh honoured six
students of Uttarahalli Pre-
University College for secur-
ing distinction in the 2025-26
second-year PUC examina-
tions.

Each student received an
incentive cheque of 335,000
to support their higher educa-
tion.

The awardees include
Puneeth R. (94%), Sanjana S.
(93.5%), Apoorva P. (90.6%),
Maithri N. (89.8%) and Vinay
Kumar H.M. (88.5%) from
the Commerce stream. R.
Shruti (86.6%) from the Sci-
ence stream was also among
the recipients.

Speaking at the event, Com-
missioner Ramesh said that
many successful people had
overcome poverty and hard-

o

ship to achieve their goals. He
noted that students from gov-
ernment institutions often
come from financially weaker
families and that their aca-
demic achievements reflected
their dedication and the efforts
of their teachers.

He urged teachers to moti-
vate students regularly and
ensure that they never devel-
op an inferiority complex. He
also stressed the importance
of providing quality education

b S

At the felicitation of Uttarahalli Pre-University College students.

and proper guidance to help
students become successful in
life.

Additional Commissioner
Dr. Naveen Kumar Raju said
education achieves its true
purpose when students be-
come self-reliant and earn a
respectable place in society.
He appreciated the lecturers
for identifying and encourag-
ing talented students.

Parents thanked the college
lecturers for their guidance

The six awardees, Il
PUC 2025-26

PuneethR.

94%
93.5%
90.6%
89.8%
88.5%

R. Shruti (Science) 86.6%
Each received a 335,000 cheque

ApoorvaP.

Vinay Kumar H.M.

and the Corporation for pro-
viding financial assistance to
support their children’s higher
education.

Additional Commissioner
M. Rachappa, GBA Education
Department Director Bhu-
vaneshwari, College Principal
Saraswathi, lecturers, parents
and students attended the pro-
gramme.
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Drinking water crisis

Applications invited
for Maulana Azad
Talent Award

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The Department of
Minorities Welfare has
invited online applications
for the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad Talent Award
for the academic year
2026-27. Students
belonging to Muslim,
Christian, Jain, Sikh, Parsi
and Buddhist communi-
ties who secured above
90 per cent marks in the
2025-26 SSLC or PUC
examinations in their first
attempt are eligible.
Applications must be
submitted online by
November 30. For details,
contact the District
Minorities Welfare
Department at
08352-295523 or the
District Information
Centre at 8123710766.
Taluk-level information
centres in Muddebihal,
Basavana Bagewadi,
Sindagi and Indi can also
be contacted.

Kalaburagi
Corporation
announces fines for
lake littering

CH NEWS,
KALABURAGI

The Kalaburagi City
Corporation has warned
people against dumping
waste on the premises of

Sharanbasaveshwar
Lake, announcing penal-

ties for violators.
According to the
Corporation
Commissioner, the lake
premises will remain
open for morning and
evening walks from 6 am
to 10 pm daily. A special
team has been deployed
to monitor cleanliness
and protect the lake.
Those caught dumping
waste will face a fine of
1,000 for the first
offence and 10,000 for
repeat violations. The
Commissioner has urged
visitors to use designated
dustbins and cooperate
with officials to maintain
cleanliness and protect
the environment.

Power shutdown in
several Vijayapura
areas today

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Several areas of
Vijayapura city will face
power disruption from 9

am to 5 pmon Nov 6 due
to new link work on the 11
kV LBS and STP feeders
undertaken by HESCOM.

According to the

HESCOM Executive
Engineer, the shutdown
will affect areas under
City Sub-Division-1,
Section-2. The affected
localities include Indi
Road, Uppina Colony,
Rajaratna Colony,
Dhanalakshmi Nagar,
Rajput Galli, Vaddar Galli,
Inamdar Colony, Kalika
Nagar, Nalaband Chowk,
Basaveshwar Circle,
APMC, Shivanagar,
Vegetable Market,
Kaladagi Galli and the
STP Plant. HESCOM has
appealed to residents and
business establishments
to cooperate with the
maintenance work.

hits 54 villages
in Kalaburagi
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CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Residents gather with pots to collect drinking water

The impact of the Super El
Nino phenomenon, coupled
with a severe rainfall deficit,
has triggered a drinking water
crisis in Kalaburagi district,
with 54 villages already fac-
ing shortages. The situation is
expected to worsen, with 168
habitations likely to experi-
ence severe water scarcity by
May 2027.

Despite the presence of ma-
jor rivers, including the Bhi-
ma, Kagina, Krishna, Amarja
and Karanja, the district is
struggling to meet drinking
water requirements. Kalabur-
agi recorded a 51 per cent
rainfall deficit during the
monsoon and 96 per cent
during the post-monsoon sea-
son.

Of the 1,235 habitations
spread across 261 Gram Pan-
chayats in 11 taluks, 54 vil-
lages under 44 Gram Pancha-
yats in eight taluks are cur-
rently affected. The adminis-
tration is supplying water
through three tankers, making
nine trips daily, while 74
hired private borewells are
catering to the needs of 51
villages.

The situation in Kalaburagi
city is also becoming critical.
Kerebhosga has dried up,
while water levels in the Ben-
nethora backwaters at Kuriko-
ta are declining. Of the 1,530
borewells maintained by the
City Corporation, around 75
have already dried up. With
groundwater levels falling,
residents are increasingly de-
pending on tanker supplies.
Around 50 tanker trips are
being made daily.

Across 8 taluks, 54
drought-affected
villages rely on water
tankers and hired
borewells as the
administration steps up
relief efforts.

The crisis in figures

54

villages short of water now

habitations at risk by May
2027

@ private borewells hired

e Z13 crore
sanctioned by the government

District Drinking Water
Technical Nodal Officer
Jagadeva Jivangi said 168
habitations could face severe
shortages by May 2027. The
government has sanctioned
13 crore to address the crisis.
Action plans worth %8 crore
have been prepared, with
works worth %3.50 crore com-
pleted or expenditure incurred
so far.

Meanwhile, KUWASDB
Superintending Engineer R.P.
Jadhav appealed to residents
to use municipal water judi-
ciously and avoid wastage.

With water sources drying
up much earlier than usual,
the administration faces a
challenging task in ensuring
adequate drinking water
during the approaching sum-
mer.

INDIA bloc intensifies Save Vote
campaign in Kalaburagi

The Congress-led INDIA bloc protested in Kalaburagi, demanding the
withdrawal of the electoral roll revision to protect voting rights.

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The INDIA bloc, led by the
Congress, staged a protest in
Kalaburagi under the banner
of ‘Save Vote, Save Country’,
demanding the withdrawal of
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls and
protection of citizens’ voting
rights.

The protest was led by Dis-
trict Congress Committee
President Dr Kiran Desh-
mukh. Hundreds of Congress
workers and supporters par-
ticipated in the demonstration,
taking out a rally from the
District Congress office to
Jagat Circle.

The protesters raised slo-
gans against the Central Gov-
ernment and Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar.

During the demonstration,
some protesters set tyres on
fire as part of their agitation.
They demanded the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar,
holding him responsible for
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alleged irregularities in the
SIR exercise.

Addressing the gathering,
Congress leaders alleged that
the electoral roll revision pro-
cess could affect the voting
rights of eligible citizens.
They expressed concern over
the possibility of genuine vot-
ers being excluded from elec-
toral rolls and questioned the
manner in which the revision
exercise was being conducted.

The leaders demanded that
the SIR process be scrapped
and called for greater trans-
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Congress workers at the ‘Save Vote, Save Country’ protest in Kalaburagi
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Scrap the SIR

Withdraw the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls

CEC must go

Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar should resign

Greater openness in the working of
election authorities

parency in the functioning of
election authorities. They
maintained that every eligible

citizen must be allowed to ex-
ercise their constitutional
right to vote without facing
unnecessary difficulties.

The Congress leaders also
warned that the agitation
would continue across the
country until Gyanesh Kumar
resigned. They urged party
workers and members of the
public to participate in the
campaign to safeguard demo-
cratic rights.

The protesters said protect-
ing the integrity of electoral
rolls was essential for ensur-
ing public confidence in the
democratic system. They
called upon the Election
Commission to address their
concerns and take appropriate
measures to prevent alleged
irregularities.

The demonstration in Kala-
buragi is part of the INDIA
bloc’s wider ‘Save Vote, Save
Country’ campaign against
the SIR exercise. The protest
concluded with renewed calls
for electoral transparency, ac-
countability and protection of
voting rights.

KKRTC bus fares go up, short trips hit hardest

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Passengers travelling on bus-
es operated by the Kalyana
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (KKRTC) will
have to pay higher fares fol-
lowing a revision of ticket
prices.

The increase is expected to
hit short-distance commuters
harder, while the additional
burden on long-distance pas-
sengers will be comparatively
lower.

Under the revised fare
structure, the express bus fare
for the first stage of 6.5 km
has increased from 12 to
%15. The second stage (13
km) fare has risen from 220 to
%25, while the third stage
(19.5 km) fare has gone up

from %33 to I41.

For longer journeys, the in-
crease is comparatively grad-
ual. The fare for the maxi-
mum distance of 780 km has
been revised from X890 to
21,095.

Fares on city and suburban
services have also been in-
creased. The first-stage fare
for a two-kilometre journey
has risen from %6 to X10. The
second stage (4 km) now
costs %15 instead of %12,
while the third stage (6 km)
fare has increased from 216 to
%20. For a maximum journey
of 40 km, passengers will
now pay 30 instead of 324,
according to sources.

The latest revision has trig-
gered resentment among ordi-
nary commuters, particularly

as it comes soon after the re-
cent increase in milk prices.
Passengers have expressed

concern over the growing cost
of essential services and daily
travel.

Opposition parties have
also criticised the State Gov-
ernment, accusing it of plac-
ing an additional financial
burden on the public.

Criticising the Congress
government, opposition lead-
ers alleged that people were
being made to bear the cost of
the five guarantee schemes
through successive price in-
creases.

Old fare and new

EXPRESS, 6.5 KM EXPRESS, 19.5 KM EXPRESS, 780 KM
TF12>%F15 ¥33 > ¥4l ¥890 » 71,095
CITY, 2 KM CITY, 6 KM CITY, 40 KM

%6 >%10 716 > ¥20 324 >3%30

7,000 ration cards of dead beneficiaries
cancelled in Bidar

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Around 7,000 ration cards
have been cancelled in Bidar
district after authorities iden-
tified beneficiaries who had
died during the past six
months, State Guarantees Im-
plementation Authority
Vice-Chairman P.T. Paramesh-
war Naik said.

Speaking at a review meet-
ing on the implementation of
the Karnataka Government’s
five guarantee schemes at the
Zilla Panchayat office in Bi-
dar, Naik said the district had
a population of around 18
lakh, of whom nearly 13 lakh
were beneficiaries of various
guarantee schemes.

Gruha Lakshmi list
revised

Reviewing the Gruha Laksh-
mi scheme, he said 3,64,287
beneficiaries had initially reg-
istered in the district. Follow-
ing verification, the number
was revised to 3,40,756. A
total of 22,111.73 crore had
been credited to beneficiaries’
accounts up to July. Pending
instalments would be released

in phases after the required
funds were arranged, he add-
ed.

Naik said ration cards had
also been issued to around
100 people suffering from
health-related ailments. He
instructed officials to ensure
uninterrupted ration distribu-
tion to beneficiaries who had
completed biometric authen-
tication and to prevent eligi-
ble families from being de-
prived of their entitlements.

He directed officials to in-
tensify awareness campaigns
about the guarantee schemes
and identify implementa-
tion-related problems. Under
Gruha Jyothi, ineligible bene-
ficiaries, including taxpayers
and people from outside the
district, should be identified
and excluded, he said.

Expressing concern over
the poor response to the Yuva
Nidhi scheme among college

Gruha Lakshmi in Bidar
REGISTERED

3,64,287

beneficiaries at first

CH NEWS, YADGIR

only 10,251 hectares as of Oct
23, achieving just 22.8 per

losses through a second crop.
Among the six taluks, Hun-

students, Naik asked officials
to visit educational institu-
tions, distribute information
pamphlets and encourage eli-
gible graduates to enrol.

He also stressed the need
for better facilities at bus
stands, including breastfeed-
ing rooms, safe drinking wa-
ter and clean toilets. Guaran-
tee committee representatives
were asked to inspect bus
stands and submit reports on
infrastructure and sanitation.

Naik called for an accurate
survey to identify eligible
beneficiaries left out of the
schemes and directed officials
to complete verification at the
earliest.

District Guarantee Imple-
mentation Committee Chair-
man Amruthrao Chimkode,
Zilla Panchayat CEO Gitte
Madhav Vithalrao and other
officials attended the meet-
ing.

VERIFIED

> 3,40,756

%2,111.73 crore paid up to July

POST-MONSOON DROUGHT BLOW

Sindhankera villagers protest, demand
waste unit be relocated

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Residents of Sindhankera vil-
lage staged a protest in front
of the Humnabad Town Mu-
nicipal Council, demanding
the immediate relocation of
the solid waste disposal unit
situated on the outskirts of
their village.

The protesters submitted a
memorandum, addressed to
the Deputy Commissioner, to
Basavakalyan Assistant Com-
missioner Prakash Kudare,
highlighting the problems
caused by the waste disposal
facility.

Speaking during the protest,
villagers alleged that the foul
smell emanating from the unit
had made life miserable for
residents and was causing
health problems, including
respiratory ailments. They ac-
cused the authorities of failing
to follow prescribed rules and
environmental regulations,
worsening the situation.

The protesters demanded an
immediate halt to the trans-
portation of rotten garbage,
solid waste and dead animals
from Humnabad town to the

Map: © OpenStreetMap contributors &2

Bhalki

SINDHANKERA

Sindhankera in Bidar district, where
villagers want the waste unit moved

facility. They also sought the
relocation of the unit to an al-
ternative site.

The memorandum called
for an inquiry into whether
the facility had obtained the
necessary clearance from the
Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board and was com-
plying with environmental
norms. The villagers also de-
manded scientific testing of
soil, water and air quality in
the surrounding areas.

Other demands included
medical examination camps,
a survey of communicable
diseases and an investigation
into alleged violations of reg-

ulations concerning the dis-
posal of dead animals and
unidentified bodies. They fur-
ther sought a high-level inqui-
ry into previous complaints
and identification of alterna-
tive government land for
shifting the facility within a
fixed timeframe.

During the agitation, the
protesters insisted that the
Deputy Commissioner per-
sonally visit the village and
listen to their grievances.

Later, Assistant Commis-
sioner Prakash Kudare and
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice Madolappa intervened
and held discussions with the
protesters. They assured them
that necessary action would
be initiated within two to
three days.

Following the assurance,
the villagers temporarily with-
drew their protest.

Yuvraj Aiholli, Shaikh Fir-
dous, Bhimareddy Sindhan-
kera, Amar, Shankar Chila-
vant, Manjunath Kadavadi,
Gurunath Patil and Vijayaku-
mar Balagar were among
those who participated in the
protest.

34,719 hectares remain unsown amid

A severe rainfall deficit has
dealt a major blow to Rabi
season sowing in Yadgir dis-
trict, leaving 34,719 hectares
of agricultural land unculti-
vated.

With the district receiving
96 per cent less rainfall than
normal during the post-mon-
soon period, farmers are wait-
ing for rain to begin agricul-
tural operations.

Against the Rabi sowing
target of 44,970 hectares, cul-
tivation had been taken up on

cent of the target. Of the area
covered, 8,749 hectares are
under irrigation and 1,502
hectares under rain-fed condi-
tions.

Farmers who have already
purchased seeds and fer-
tilisers are reluctant to begin
sowing due to inadequate soil
moisture. The situation has
further increased agricultural
distress, as Kharif crops have
also suffered due to poor rain-
fall, leaving farmers with lit-
tle hope of recovering their

sagi has recorded the lowest
sowing at just 575 hectares.
Yadgir taluk has reported the
highest coverage at 4,315
hectares, with only 15 hect-
ares under rain-fed cultiva-
tion. The remaining area
largely depends on Bhima
river water and borewells.
Gurmitkal has recorded
2,450 hectares under irriga-
tion, while rain-fed sowing
stands at just 15 hectares.
Shahapur, Wadagera and Sur-
pur have also reported limited

Afield lies unsown for want of rain

Rabi sowing in Yadgir target 44,970 ha, as of Oct 23

77% 23%

M Notsown 34,719 ha M Sown 10,251 ha

cultivation.
The introduction of rota-

tional water supply (waraban-
di) through Narayanpur reser-

rainfal

voir canals and the Irrigation
Consultative Committee’s
decision not to release water
for a second crop have further
affected farmers dependent on
canal irrigation.

According to the Karnataka
State Natural Disaster Moni-
toring Centre, Yadgir district
received only 3.9 mm of rain-
fall against the normal 109.4
mm between October 1 and
November 2, registering a
96 per cent deficit.

All six taluks have recorded
rainfall deficits ranging from
93 to 99 per cent. Shahapur

deficit

received just 1.6 mm against
127.7 mm, while Surpur re-
corded 2.9 mm against 123.8
mm.

The Agriculture Department
has advised farmers against
sowing until adequate soil
moisture is available, warning
that premature sowing could
result in crop failure.

With thousands of hectares
remaining uncultivated and
irrigation sources under pres-
sure, concerns are mounting
over agricultural production
and rural livelihoods in the
district.
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PUC student goes
missing near
canal on birthday

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A 17-year-old sec-
ond-year PUC student
went missing under
mysterious circum-
stances near the Varuna
Canal at Belagola in
Srirangapatna taluk of
Mandya district on his
birthday. The missing
student, Vaibhav, is a na-
tive of Mysuru and stud-
ies at a private college.
According to reports, he
left home on a motor-
cycle on Wednesday to
celebrate his birthday
but did not return. His
motorcycle, clothes
and mobile phone were
later found on the canal
bank, raising fears that
he might have entered
the water and been
swept away. His family
members are deep-
ly worried about his
whereabouts. The cir-
cumstances surround-
ing his disappearance
remain unclear.

Man arrested for
cheating
Telanganaresident
of Z10 lakh

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

Nayakanahatti police
have arrested D. Raju
(39) for allegedly
cheating a Telangana
resident of 10 lakh
using fake gold bars.
The victim, Bodige
Srinivas, was reported-
ly lured to a roadside
near Koradihalli village
in Challakere taluk on
September 26. The
accused allegedly
handed him 250 grams
of fake gold, claiming
it was genuine, and col-
lected %10 lakh and a
mobile phone. Follow-
ing a complaint, police
arrested Raju and
recovered %4.50 lakh
and a mobile phone.
SP Kushal Chouksey

Hasanamba Temple
generatesZ13 crin7days

To manage surging crowds and ensure smoother
darshan, authorities are reducing ritual times, including
naivedya offerings, to speed up devotee movement.

CH NEWS, HASSAN

The annual darshan festival of
Goddess Hasanamba in Has-
san has witnessed a massive
turnout, with more than 1.6
million devotees visiting the
temple in just seven days.

The festival has generated
revenue exceeding 13 crore
so far, Deputy Commissioner
K.S. Latha Kumari said on
Thursday.

The Deputy Commissioner
said the district administration
and temple management were
taking several measures to
manage the increasing crowds
and ensure smooth darshan
for devotees. The time allo-
cated for religious rituals, in-
cluding the naivedya offering,
was being reduced to facili-
tate quicker movement of
devotees.

The administration expect-
ed an even larger influx of
visitors over the next five
days and advised devotees to
come prepared to wait pa-
tiently in queues, Latha Ku-
mari said. Steps had also been
taken to regulate the number
of VIPs and other visitors
seeking entry through official
protocol, she said.

Meanwhile, an incident in-
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1.6 million+

devotees in seven days

13 crore+

revenue so far

volving a group of Congress
workers from Ramanagara
and Kanakapura has triggered
discussion after they reported-
ly argued with Revenue De-
partment staff over special
access to the temple.
According to reports, five to
six people arrived at the tem-
ple from the Pravasi Mandira
guest house in a vehicle des-
ignated for protocol visitors.
Village Accountant Manu ac-
companied them up to the
main entrance but informed
them that, as per the Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner’s
instructions, staff could not

escort them inside.

The visitors reportedly ob-
jected to the restriction and
later complained to Deputy
Commissioner Latha Kumari
against Manu and another of-
ficial, Suprith. The Deputy
Commissioner initially repri-
manded the staff and asked
them to treat visitors courte-
ously. She also apologised to
the complainants over the in-
cident.

The episode has drawn at-
tention to the challenges of
managing VIP access amid the
heavy rush of ordinary devo-
tees.

Illegal sand mining flourishes across Mundargi taluk

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, MUNDARGI

Illegal sand mining is report-
edly continuing unchecked
along the Tungabhadra and
Malaprabha rivers in Gadag dis-
trict, particularly in Mundargi
taluk, raising serious concerns
among residents and environ-
mental activists over the destruc-
tion of river ecosystems.

The riverbanks have become
hotspots for unauthorised sand
extraction, with sand allegedly
being transported in tractors and
tipper trucks in broad daylight.
JCB machines are reportedly be-
ing used to excavate riverbeds,
damaging the natural structure of
riverbanks and disturbing the
flow of water. Several streams
and ponds across the district are
also facing threats from illegal
mining.

There are allegations that in-
fluential indi-

workers are involved in the ille-
gal trade. Questions have also
been raised over the alleged in-
volvement or negligence of offi-
cials responsible for preventing
unauthorised sand extraction.
However, these allegations re-
quire investigation by the con-
cerned authorities.
Environmentalists warn that
uncontrolled sand mining could
lower groundwater levels, dam-
age river ecosystems and create
serious water shortages in the
coming years. The Tungabhadra
and Malaprabha rivers play an
important role in maintaining
the region’s water resources,
making their protection essen-

Gadag district administration
and the Department of Mines
and Geology to take immediate
action.

They have demanded the for-
mation of special vigilance
teams, regular inspections and
strict enforcement measures
across Mundargi and Ron ta-
luks.They have also called for
special checkposts to prevent
illegal transportation of sand.
People have stressed that occa-
sional raids will not be suffi-
cient and that sustained action
is necessary to dismantle the
alleged illegal network and
protect the district’s natural re-
sources.

KRS water level falls to
99 feet in November

CH NEWS, MANDYA

The water level at the Krish-
narajasagara (KRS) Dam in
Mandya district has dropped
to 99 feet, raising concerns
over a possible water shortage
in the Cauvery basin well be-
fore the onset of summer.
The reservoir, located in
Srirangapatna taluk, has a
maximum storage level of
124.80 feet. Its water level
has fallen by five feet in just
one week, from 104 feet to 99
feet, indicating a sharp de-
cline in water availability.
The continuous release of
water to Tamil Nadu, follow-
ing directions from the Cauv-
ery Water Management Au-
thority (CWMA) on five oc-
casions, has added to the
concern. Currently, around
7,884 cusecs of water is being
released from the reservoir
into the river and canals, of
which 3,000 cusecs is being
supplied towards Tamil Nadu.
According to the available
figures, the reservoir currently
holds around 22 TMC of wa-
ter. However, six TMC is
classified as dead storage,
which cannot be utilised for
regular requirements. This
leaves only 16 TMC of usable
water for drinking, irrigation

%4.58 crore Maulana
Azad School
construction begins

CH NEWS, MANDYA

The Krishnarajasagara
(KRS) Dam’s water
level dropped to 99
feet, raising water

shortage concernsin
the Cauvery basin
ahead of summer.

Key points

— Cauvery water released to
Tamil Nadu

— Current reservoir storage at
22 TMC

— Usable water restricted to 16
T™MC

— Farmers and residents voice
concern

— Declining levels threaten
water supplies

and other purposes.

The rapid decline in storage
has raised concerns among
farmers and residents depen-
dent on the Cauvery river.
The drying riverbanks and
falling reservoir level have
further highlighted the seri-
ousness of the situation.

Bengaluru, Mysuru, Man-
dya and several neighbouring
districts depend heavily on
the Cauvery for their drinking
water requirements.

Construction of a new Maula-
na Azad School building,
modelled on the Karnataka
Public School (KPS) system,
has commenced near the Man-
dya lakebed at an estimated
cost of %4.58 crore.

Mandya MLA P. Ravikumar
Gowda Ganiga performed the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the project, describing it as an
important step towards improv-
ing educational opportunities
for children in the constituency.

The proposed school build-
ing will feature modern infra-
structure and essential facilities
to provide students with a better
learning environment. The proj-
ect aims to strengthen govern-
ment school education and en-
sure access to quality education
for children from Kere Angala
and surrounding areas.Speaking
on the occasion, the MLA said
education was the foundation of
social development and
stressed the importance of pro-
viding quality learning oppor-
tunities to every child.

He said the government was
making continuous efforts to
improve infrastructure in gov-
ernment schools and provide
facilities comparable to those
available in private educational
institutions.

MLA urges students to utlhse graduatlon years Wlsely

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

Graduation is one of the most
important phases in a stu-
dent’s life, and students must
utilise this valuable period
effectively to build a bright
future, said MLA Byrathi
Basavaraj.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the cultural and
sports activities, NSS, NCC,
Rovers and Rangers, Youth
Red Cross, Women’s Empow-
erment Cell and other pro-
grammes for the academic
year 2026-27, along with
Kannada Rajyotsava celebra-
tions, at Government First
Grade College, K.R. Puram.

Addressing the students,
Basavaraj urged them to re-
member the sacrifices and
hardships their parents had
undergone to provide them

with higher education. Secur-
ing a respectable position in
society and making their par-
ents proud would be the
greatest gift they could offer
in return, he said.
International folk singer Dr.
Ammara Chandra said that no
academic degree or achieve-
ment could surpass the impor-
tance of parents. Expressing
gratitude, he said he had in-
cluded his parents’ names

alongside his own as a mark
of respect. Although repaying
their sacrifices was impossi-
ble, students should continu-
ously strive for personal
growth and progress.

Joint Director of Bengaluru
Division Prof. Ramakrishna
Reddy, Principal Prof. Nalini
R., international athlete Poo-
jitha ML.R., department heads,
faculty members and students
attended the programme.

tial.
Residents
and environ-
mental activ-
ists have
urged the
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|, BHEEMSENRAO &
BHEEMSENRAO DESHPANDE
(old name), a resident of PLOT
NO - 69, H NO - 1-891/30/18C,

OLD JEWARGI ROAD,

| CHANGE OF NaME § DOCUMENTLOST |

This is to inform to General public that my
client Sri, B.V.Srinath s/o Venkataraju B.R.
, Residing at Bagaluru Vilage, jala Hobali,
Bengalore north Taluk., Bangalore District,
I amthe Owner of the Below said Proper-
ty,while partition Sale Deed for taken Dig-
ital copy ,have lost following Documents
of property pertating to below Mentioned
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> BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION
: Office of the Executive Engineer, Rajajinagar Division, Malleswaram
Zone, BWCC building, #161, 1st Floor, 19th Main, 2nd Block, Near
Old Navarang Bus Stop, Rajajinagar, Bangalore-560010.
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No.:EE(RNR)IKPPP/TEND/12/2026-27
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

Date: 04.11.2026

appreciated the police certain people Kalaburagi City, 585102, =1 wecd = SO @ fon oE (Through KPP Portal Only) (Single Cover System)

property Situated at Bagaluru Vilage, jala

team and Urged peOple o H Karnataka, INDIA, have changed Hobali, Bengalore north Taluk, Banga-| [n¢ wots [wdsg muri,'a s s | | The Executive Engineer, Rajajinagar Division, Malleswaram
\ . perating un- I, CHANDAN GARG S/o lore District. had published the fact # e e v XeC gineer, Rajajinag '
to remain alert against der the guise RAMASHRAY SHUKLA R/o my name to BHEEMSENRAO | | o0 e T o Patition Deedlin g;mfj@“;f;;s Z‘;LQ;’ ;‘f:;;gd sxco| |Z0ne invites tenders from the registered contractors of GBA

DESHPANDE (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 04-11-2026,

Last page Missing, Dated;-20-12-2013,
Regd Partition deed, Executed by and
Beetween Late, Ramakrishnappa 1st son

fake gold scams. of or equivalent registration with CPWD / KPWD / or any State

Government Organizations for the works detailed in the

social 231/ Te 463 03a-15mo. DTeen 01 rho.
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107, 1st Floor, SS Residency,
7th Cross Alfa Gardens,

B | K tak sworn advocate and notary Late, Venkataraju Wife Kasturiyamma,and | [002-20 b0 @wg @ewob, mesrd- k| | tgble below.
m angalore, Karnataka- i that said Late, Ramakrishnappa 2nd son| |©0® aeT 2,&71 WYE- W s~ >, &
56004{9 have Mohammed Hussain K. B.R.Balaraju, In regd as Book No.1,Vol- gmgmd qjd TN, %’\.Sdﬁé— 35500 SI.No. Name of the works
i e N O o AN (;3{}2 o1, Bgrel- e 940 WIS Fon Annual Maintenance of footpath, drain desilting.

[, KM THAMSINA D/o
K E MAHAMMAD, R/o
Hodavada, Madikeri,

changed the name of my
minor son TANMAY aged 5
years and he shall hereafter

I, SONAL NICHILAS MATHIAS
alias SONAL MICHELLE
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shoulder cleaning, grating cleaning, resetting of broken
slabs, paver block resetting etc of ward roads (silt and
tractor gang) in Ward No.58 Dayanadanaga. Amount put

complaint have been filed with regards
to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
no.2519615/2026,  DATED;-04-11-2026,

be known as MATHIAS W/o NICHOLAS and  complaint  dated-04-11-2026, | [cmRmute -3 &,am 239, to tender: Rs. 29.65 Lakhs. EMD: Rs. 59,500/-
Kodagu, Karnataka- TANMAY SHUKLA. AGNELO MATHIAS, R0 30, | |accssbecive persontt ambody finds| |oousin, smmn =50 w3 500 moucy (Reserved for Others).

QTR Seme GUYRI,

TS

in 7 Days in Below mentioned Address.

College, Bengaluru.The marksheet was
lost on 4th June 2026 at K. Narayanapura,
Bengaluru. In this regard, | have lodged a
complaint with Bengaluru City Police
through the E-Lost portal on 31/10/2026,
vide Lost ReportNo. 2511499/2026.

If anybody found, kindly

contact: +91-9342417375.

Or hand it over fo the nearest Police Station.

LOST OF DOCUMENT

Lost of original land Grant certificate
It is hereby notified to the public that | Gangappa S/o late
Babanna lost The ORIGINAL land Grant certificate dated:
16/12/2004 vide No. RUC(H).68/2003-04, certified copy
of mutation register extract vide No. MR.3/2005-06 in
respect of landed property bearing Sy.No.87 measuring
03 acres 02 guntas out of total extent situated at
Bhaktharahalli village, Hossur Hobli, Gowribidanur Taluk,
Chikkaballapur District. the Tahasildar, Gowribidanur Taluk
authorities have issued the original grant certificate in

[, VIVIJAYAKUMARA'Y B
alias YELURU
VIJAYAKUMARA S/o Y B
BASAVARAJAPPA, R/o
Teligi, Harapanahalli,
Vijayanagara, Karnataka-
583137, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
YELURU VIJAYAKUMARA.

shoulder cleaning. grating cleaning, resetting of broken
slabs, paver block resetting etc of ward roads (silt and
“|tractor gang) in ward No.63, Rajajinagar. Amount put
to tender: Rs. 29.65 Lakhs. EMD: Rs. 59,500/-
(Reserved for Others).

Annual Maintenance of footpath, drain desilting,
shoulder cleaning, grating cleaning, resetting of broken
slabs. paver block resetting etc of ward roads ( silt and
tractor gang) in ward No. 64, Shivanagar. Amount put
to tender: Rs. 29.65 Lakhs. EMD: Rs. 30,000/-
(Reservedfor SC).

Annual Maintenance of footpath, drain desilting,
shoulder cleaning, grating cleaning, resetting of broken
slabs, paver block resetting etc of ward roads ( silt and
“|tractor gang) in ward No.67, Basaveshwara Nagara.
Amount put to tender: Rs. 29.65 Lakhs. EMD:
Rs. 59,500/- (Reserved for Others).

Annual
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. DIVISION, GADAG. 4.

Phone No: 08372-238782 Fax No. 08372-237268 E.Mail : eepwdgad@gmail.com
No: EEPWDGDG PB- 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,:Maint : 2026-27/2721 Dated:- 04/11/2026

Tender Notification

The Executive Engineer, Public works department. Division, Gadag invites item wise tenders
from eligible tenderers of 48 work of total amount of Rs 1115.73 Lakh (Min estimate amount: Rs-05.00 5
Lakhs to Max Estimate Amount: 200.00 Lakhs) for the Different Head of account on behalf of the
Hon'able Governor of Karnataka as per Standard Bid Document KW- 1 2 3 & 4 through http://www.
kppp.Karnataka.gov.in/
Work Indent No:- Part-1: 40653/ Call-2, 45152 Category-2A, 45156, 45115-SC,45114, 45183
Category-2A, 45132, 45127- Category-1, 45184, 44110-Category-1 /Call-2, 44113 /Call-2, 44154

IN THE COURT OF THE 1st ADDL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDBALLAPURA
CRL. MISC. 702 | 2026
Petitioners: 1. Sri. Siddaih k.R S/o: late Ramaiah,
Aged ahout 57 years, Riat: Kol|gure village and

Maintenance of footpath, drain desilting.

(CEX)CLASSIFIEDS

Toplacea classified ad contact

post, Do gl Hobl, Doddabalipaura taluk, _ ICall-2, 44149 /Call-2, 44139-ST /Call-2, 44040-SC /Call-2, 44320 /Call-2, 44319 /Call-2, 44300-SC shoulder cleaning, grating cleaning, resetting of broken

Bengalur url District 561204 vis fTahVig“éo"cfufnf;-nfﬂlzgfﬂ:ﬁ”?';r'aa‘;;ﬁﬂgh?;ﬁ oy rsdona || [C2Il-2: 44079 [Call-2, 44068 Category-2A [Call-2, 43670 [Call-2, 43960 [Call-2, 43613 [Call-2, | | |slabs, paver block resetting etc of ward roads (silt and
The Tahasiladar, Doddaballpra ! 2 . 44328 Call-2, 44792 [Call-2, 44737 /Call-2, 41407/Call-2, 39666/Call-2, 45198, 44806, 44864, : i i

Taluk, Du“ahallgﬂ:;auc - Hossur village to Gowribidanur and |lost it at bus stand at 45341,45?)98, 41722, 438?’:9, a a a :racttor ?ar.‘agn Wazrg 2;-63 T(?‘maké:/'lr;'yz Amggr(])to%l;t

Whetsfurss . pReerss lae ikl The sliova G""""h'dz'?“f"]’"19“”%7-025'1'ha"_fjs;a’ﬂhe‘j{lﬂ’hd”"Eﬂ"el (a) Last Date for Clarification up to :11-11-2026 (b) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders 13-11-2026 "’? en era . ss' o akhs. : Rs. 30,000/

petiion under section 13(3) and 14 Registration | | N0t faced it the same from the said date to tl today, but Noon 4.00 PM (c) Opening of Technical /Financial Bid Date:- 16-11-2026 Opening of Financial Bid (Reservedfor SC).

could not trace the same so far. | have not kept, deposited
or pledged with any person or Financial institution the
original grant certificate. And in this regard | have pledged
a complaint before the Town Police station, Gowrihidanur
on 21-10-2026.

Hence any person who found this original Grant certificate
handed over to Gangappa S/o late Bahanna or his advocate
N.S.Ashokkumar the undersigned, he/she will be suitably

of hirth and death Act 1969 for seeking the death
certificate of is mother of petitioners by name Smt.
DODDANARASAMMA W/0 LATE RAMAIAH Who died
08-09-1991 at Koligere village Doddabelavangala
Hobli, Doddballapura taluk, Bengaluru Rural district,
In this regard it is hereby noticed that whoever has
interested in this said matter may Appear in person
or through advocate duly authorized before court
1111212026 at 11 AM in default this will be heard and
disposed off EX-parte order.

Date:-17-11-2026.
Work Indent No:- Part-2: 36819/ Call-2, 35919-SC/Call-2, 40925/ Call-2, 33451/Call-3, 44852 , 7
45030-ST, 44705-Category-1

(a) Last Date for Clarification up to :21-11-2026 (b) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders 23-11-2026
Noon 4.00 PM (c) Opening of Technical /Financial Bid Date:-24-11-2026 Opening of Financial Bid
Date:-25-11-2026.
Work Indent No:- Part-3: 44886, 44865,45037, 45038, 44885, 36789/ Category-1 Call-2.

(a) Last Date for Clarification up to :13-11-2026 (b) Last Date for Receipt of Tenders 16-11-2026

Construction of new RCC drain & Culverts in ward no.65
.|Manjunathnagar. Amount put to tender: Rs. 8.46 Lakhs.
EMD: Rs. 21,500/- (Reserved for Others).

1)Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 07.11.2026, 17.30
Hrs. onwards. 2) Last Date and time for receipt of tenders:

Given under my hand sea the court o the 29th day | | FEWrded. RSNl mnat el Noon 4.00 PM (c) Opening of Technical /Financial Bid Date:-17-11-2026. 13'“'2822 “[’t& 10%("2 Hr's:. %Opg”t'"ﬁl’ of F'”:"C'gl t?'dsd:
of OCT 2026 By order of the court Main Road IVITl;, C | Gu 'h'a W?tg GST shall be paid separately as per prevailing Government Order. The increase in GST shall w0 . a . rs. -u er detalls can be oblaine
Chief Ministerial Officer, 15t Addl, Civi Judge Lk W"y’ceﬂygﬁgggm'g‘g not be paid in the extended period of contract forwhich the contractor alone is responsible fordelay as | |fromthe office of the undersigned.

& JVFC Sti. Gangappa Siolate Babanna, 70 yers, Hossur Vllge, determined by the authority while granting the extension of time. Sd/- Sd/- Executive Engineer, Rajajinagar Division.

Doddaballapura
Advocate: Sri, Jagadeesh G, Doddaballpura-
561203

Executive Engineer
P.W.D .Division, Gadag.

Hossur Hobli Gowribidanur taluk. Cell : 9844939874
Dated: 21-10-2026, Place: Gowribidanur

DIPR/Gadag/283/Deshpandepublicity/2026-27
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Training on scientific
cow rearingin
Chitradurga

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

The Department of
Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Services will

organise a two-day train-
iNg programme on scien-
tific cow rearing for farm-
ers on November 12 and
13. The training will be
held at the Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Training Centre near the
Head Post Office in
Chitradurga. A total of 25
farmers will be selected.
No stipend will be pro-
vided. Applicants must
bring Aadhaar card and
bank passbook photo-
copies, two passport-size
photographs and, for SC/
ST candidates, a caste
certificate copy. For
details, contact
9886002248 or
9886803637.

Public grievance
redressal camp at
Maralion Nov7

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

A 'Praja Seva Andolana’
(Public Service Campaign)
will be held at Marali village
in Gangavathi taluk on Nov 7
to address public grievances.
The programme will begin at
10.30 am at the Government
Upgraded Senior Primary
School in Marali. Senior dis-
trict officials, including the
Deputy Commissioner, Zilla
Panchayat CEO,
Superintendent of Police
and Deputy Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife), will par-
ticipate. Residents can
directly submit complaints
and grievances related to
various government
departments.

‘Jarkiholi announces Rs
3,600 sugarcane price

Belagavi sugar factories agreed to pay Rs 3,600 per tonne of sugarcane, excluding
harvesting and transportation costs, District In-charge Minister Satish Jarkiholi said.

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

District In-charge Minister
Satish Jarkiholi has an-
nounced that sugar factories
in Belagavi district have
agreed to pay Rs 3,600 per
tonne of sugarcane, excluding
harvesting and transportation
charges.

However, farmer leader
Chunappa Pujeri had called for
a ‘Jail Bharo’ agitation on
Thursday, opposing the settle-
ment and demanding better
prices for growers.

Following discussions with
sugar factory owners and var-
ious farmers’ organisations on
Wednesday night, Jarkiholi
appealed to farmers to accept
the announced price and allow
factories to begin crushing op-
erations immediately. Prohibi-
tory orders were in force in

Belagavi on Thursday in view
of the proposed agitation.

The minister said factory
owners had earlier agreed to
pay Rs 3,500 per tonne, but
the government had persuaded
them to increase the rate to Rs
3,600. He said the amount
would be paid in a single in-
stalment, apart from harvest-
ing and transportation costs.
Farmers would effectively re-
ceive Rs 300 more than last
year.

Farmers divided

Farmers from Kittur, Bailhon-
gal and Khanapur have accept-
ed the announced rate and ex-
pressed willingness to begin
harvesting. However, another
faction led by farmer leader
Ravi Patil rejected the an-
nouncement, arguing that the
same offer had been discussed

for nearly a month without any
meaningful improvement.

Zilla Panchayat CEO Rahul
Shinde explained that under
the proposed profit-sharing ar-
rangement, 75 per cent of ad-
ditional earnings would go to
farmers and 25 per cent to fac-
tories if sugar prices reached
Rs 50 per unit.

Of the projected additional
profit of Rs 250, farmers
would receive Rs 190 and fac-

tories Rs 60.

Farmer leader Raghavendra
Naik said his group had ac-
cepted the Rs 3,600 rate and
wanted factories to begin op-
erations immediately as sugar-
cane crops were drying up due
to inadequate rainfall.

However, he said the strug-
gle for an additional Rs 1,000
incentive and an increase in
the minimum selling price of
sugar would continue.

Lokayukta conducts surprise raid at Ballari RTO office

CH NEWS, BALLARI

A team of Bengaluru Lo-
kayukta officials conducted a
surprise raid on the Regional
Transport Office (RTO) in
Ballari on Thursday following
complaints that bribes were
allegedly being demanded
from the public and middle-
men were involved in getting
official work completed.

A team of around 15 Lo-
kayukta officials, led by Ben-
galuru Lokayukta Deputy
Superintendent of Police Sri-
nivas, arrived at the RTO of-
fice in three vehicles and be-
gan the inspection at around
11 am. The sudden operation

created activity on the office
premises as officials exam-
ined various sections and
questioned employees.

During the raid, the Lo-
kayukta team conducted a de-
tailed verification of files,
official documents and ad-
ministrative records relating
to the functioning of the trans-
port department. The officials
also collected information
from several staff members
and officers, including RTO
Nizamuddin, ARTO Rafiq and
Santhosh Kompi.

The inspection followed al-
legations from members of
the public that obtaining ser-
vices at the RTO had become

difficult without approaching
middlemen. People reportedly
complained that they were be-
ing asked to pay additional
amounts for processing appli-
cations and clearing files.
There were also allegations
that specific sums were de-
manded for different services,
forcing applicants to depend
on intermediaries to complete
their work.

The complaints raised con-
cerns over transparency and
accountability in the function-
ing of the office. Taking note
of the allegations, the Lo-
kayukta officials carried out
the surprise inspection to ex-
amine the records and gather

information about the alleged
irregularities.

During the operation, offi-
cials checked whether appli-
cations and other official pro-
cedures were being handled
according to prescribed rules.
They also sought explanations
from employees regarding the
functioning of different sec-
tions.

The inspection was con-
tinuing at the time of report-
ing. However, the Lokayukta
authorities had not yet re-
leased an official statement
regarding the findings of the
raid or confirmed whether any
irregularities had been estab-
lished.

Digital census must
ensure accuracy,
integrity: DC

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Deputy Commissioner Poov-
itha S. has urged officials and
staff entrusted with Census
2027 duties to acquire com-
plete knowledge of the pro-
cess and discharge their re-
sponsibilities with sincerity,
accuracy and integrity.

She was speaking after in-
augurating a two-day dis-
trict-level training workshop
for district officials, charge
officers and staff at the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office
auditorium in Raichur.

Poovitha said the census
played a crucial role in pro-
viding essential data for the
country’s development and
planning. For the first time in
India, the population census
would be conducted using
digital technology.Unlike the
2011 Census, when informa-
tion was collected manually,
the upcoming exercise would
follow a digital system.As
the process involved new
technology and procedures,
everyone, from field-level
enumerators to senior offi-
cials, must understand their
responsibilities and perform
their duties carefully. Al-
though the new system might
appear challenging initially,
proper training and experi-
ence would make the process
easier, she said.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed that there should be
no confusion, negligence or
errors during data collection.
Officials must ensure that in-
formation is gathered accu-
rately and transparently. She

Census, then and now
201

information collected by hand

Poovitha highlighted
the census’s vital role in
national development
and planning;, noting it
will use digital
technology for the first
time in India.

instructed participants to
make full use of the two-day
training programme and
carefully record details of ev-
ery member of each house-
hold.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Eshwar Ku-
mar Kandoo said the decen-
nial census provided officials
with a valuable opportunity
to gain experience in an im-
portant national exercise.

He urged them to carry
out their responsibilities sys-
tematically and report any
difficulties to the Deputy
Commissioner or himself
well in advance.Census nod-
al officers Sudarshan and Be-
gum explained the census
procedures and implementa-
tion methods during the
workshop.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Somaling Gopal
Gennur, Lingasugur Assistant
Commissioner Nagendra
Prasad, Zilla Panchayat Chief
Planning Officer Dr T. Roni,
District Urban Development
Cell Project Director Basa-
vanneppa Kalashetty, District
Census Training Officer Sa-
dashivappa, taluk tahsildars
and other officials attended
the programme.
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Inner Wheel Club installs a drinking
water unit at school

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Emphasising the importance
of clean drinking water and
water conservation, former
president and executive com-
mittee member of the Inner
Wheel Club of Koppal, Prati-
ma Pattanashetti, said that ac-
cess to safe drinking water is
essential for children’s health
and well-being.

She was speaking after inau-
gurating a drinking water puri-

fication unit installed at her
personal expense for students
of the Government Senior
Model School at Chamalapura
village in Irkalgada hobli of
Koppal taluk.

Clean water, good habits
“Water is life and a precious
resource that must be used
carefully. Children need qual-
ity education, good health and
access to clean drinking wa-
ter,” she said. She urged stu-

dents to make proper use of
the newly installed facility and
develop healthy habits.
Pratima also stressed the im-
portance of cleanliness, stating
that unhygienic surroundings
could lead to several diseases.
She encouraged students to
maintain cleanliness not only
at school but also in and
around their homes. Drinking
clean water and maintaining
personal hygiene are essential
for a healthy life, she added.

Students showcase talents at

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Students showcased their cre-
ativity and talents at the Prati-
bha Karanji competition organ-
ised at Chinmayi Senior Primary
School in Vijayapura.

The event provided a platform
for children to demonstrate their
abilities in cultural, literary and
artistic activities.

Addressing the gathering, ed-
ucation officials highlighted the
importance of identifying and
encouraging students’ talents
from an early age. They said

such competitions help children
develop confidence, creativity
and communication skills while
providing opportunities to excel
at school, district and state lev-
els.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajju Kuriyavar, a member of
Ward 35, said organising Prati-
bha Karanji competitions at the
school level was important for
nurturing young talent.

He emphasised that children
should be encouraged to partici-
pate in different activities ac-
cording to their interests and

abilities. Teachers also play a
significant role in identifying
students’ talents and motivating
them to perform better.
Chinmayi School Principal
Pratibha Patil said students who
participated in the competitions
had put in considerable effort to
prepare for the events. She en-
couraged them to participate
enthusiastically and reminded
them that winning was not the
only objective. Learning from
participation and improving their
abilities were equally important.
Students from around 30

Pratibha Karanji competition

schools took part in various
competitions conducted in three
categories: Classes 1 to 4, Class-
es 5to 7 and Classes 8 to 12.

The competitions included
speech, Kannada, Hindi and En-
glish recitation, religious read-
ing, light music, storytelling,
fancy dress, acting, devotional
songs, mimicry, quiz and other
cultural activities.

Students also presented folk
and classical dance performanc-
es, while some displayed their
artistic abilities through colour-
ful drawings and paintings.
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Office of the Deputy Conservator of Forests & Tree Officer,
=7 Greater Bengaluru Authority, N.R. Square, Annex-3 Building, Bengaluru - 560002.

No: DCF/PR/657/2026-27 Date: 05-11-2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to the notice of the Citizens of Bengaluru that the Executive Engineer,
Market Division, Bangalore Development Authority, Bengaluru has submitted an
application to the undersigned for removal of trees standing inside the Premises of the
existing Indiranagar BDA Complex, Bengaluru for Redevelopment and Construction
of BDA Shopping Complex at Indiranagar on PPP Model. The details are given below:

MAHANAGARA PALIKE, KALABURAGI
Ph.: 08472/ 278675, Fax:: 08472/260776, E-mail: itstaff_ulb_gulbarga@yahoo.com

No: KMP/EE/ELE/76/2026-27 Date: 31.10.2026
KARNATAKA PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PORTAL

@

(FTRFEIT ZTETT 2,00 emz:é:n)
TOODNFTOOT QOWIOHT® THT 3¢3¢0,30.7,
VESNTS ABWOR RO AN, TVRCD ACTIRND N,
(R), Trzhono. Betmeed Ko, 08234200058
méai 50335: 08234-286019

Q-Foet

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO:76/2026-27

eeno7nag @gmail.com 1) Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi invites 02 tenders as per KTPP Act, 1999 and

Rules, 2000 through KPPP Portal 2.0 for works in KW- 3 & KC-6 Tender bid documents Under
KKRDB MICRO 2024-25 and Corporation fund 2026-27 Scheme for Tender (15 Days).

The bid documents can download from KPPP Portal website and any information
related to these tenders will be updated on www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
2) Estimate Sanction cost:lowest amount Rs.16.12 lakhs & Highest amount Rs.75.00 lakhs.,
3) EMD Value: Lowest Rs. 40,300.00 & Highest Rs. 1,42,000.00, 4) Pre Bid Meeting date:
18.11.2026 upto 11-00 am., 4) Last date of Bid Submission: 19.11.2026 upto 4-30 pm.
5) Technical Bid Opening date: 20.11.2026 upto 4-35 pm., 6) Financial Bid Opening date:
26.11.2026 after 11:30 am., 7) Office Address : Executive Engineer, Kalaburagi Mahanagara
Palike, Kalaburagi. 8) For more details visit Office Website http://lwww.kalaburagicity.mrc.gov.in/
Note: All subsequent corrigendum/amendment shall be published only on website and not in
press. Hence, tenderers are advised to always be in touch with our said website until the

tender is finally opened. Sd/- Executive Engineer,

BOURR HORT® Tears 509%:10/2026—27 QT00%:05.11.2026
(2-BRBRTT LT ToaR0eeT SR Huisct THFICHY)

Redevelopment and Construction of BDA Shopping
Complex at Indiranagar on Public Private Partnership
(PPP)Model.

The Executive Engineer, Market Division, Bangalore
DevelopmentAuthority, Bengaluru.

(33 @apzﬁ FOTHMOLNRN)

Name of the Project
OF ©Rm0 Smmonemn deednemodeen 9unaodg

RROTEEOIPNET 28e TeEF Tore ewEy HEREITO0T
WEI0TOW VUVBH LHOBT'), (A-TRIRTOLT TRWT
TRE) STVIRSINT. 05 FOZTWOTY LOBT R, TR B.00.3
BeedoDT, ST YT PVT Y-TRJRT DO ATORT
Q0%: 09.11.2026 00T BT ERTE TRREHOW LEOTT TR,
AR ERHOD Q00s: 21112026 T Fo2 16.00 FoLichasdA,

Name of the Agency

The trees are standing inside the premises of the
existing Indiranagar BDA Complex, Bengaluru and
coming within the proposed project area for the
Redevelopment and Construction of BDA Shopping
Complex atIndiranagar on PPP Model

Purpose for Removal of Trees

i y Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi. - .
Pre bid Meeting Om00%: 17.11.2026 S0 @wa), vodonos || LDIPR/Kalaburag 645 KSMOaA2026-27 g g g Bou- Latitude | Longitude Location
-

T30 3eked ReSRD, ToIT 2g e 1130 rowd. Lorony Description of the area T 17982280 | 763 52.03"
T00gB W ITVoIE Hmos: 24.11.2026 T 397, 11.00 h%igt KKRTC CIVIL DIVISION, KALABURAGI with clear demarcation of 2 1298 25.88" | 77°63 73.67" | Tree are standing inside
Fowngd 03T 30083 2,3(3@5@2 OTES IBT MSTOTT AL MSK Mill Road, Jewargi Cross, Kalaburagi. boundaries or with GPS 3 [12°98 2145' | 7763 74.88" the premises of the existing

> readings . : Indiranagar BDA Complex,
SOFE WE 00T OTOS: 30.112026 T 97 1100 () No: KKT/EEG/KLB/DB/ 636 /2026-27 Date: 04/11/2026 4 | 12°981347" | 77° 63 72.52" | ndiranagar, Bengaluru.
FoBR. BoBT® BTN FTIMOOD NOF BoBT N3 5 [12°98'17.05" | 77°63' 52.31"
. < % o . : :
B0E Se.413.8] OTND Tone TTMOND BIF, L80BTNE, SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO. 02,03&1 0/2026-27 Enumeration of Trees Description of Trees, Species,
ReY T, 249.53 OFNWH T PIMOOD NOF A.00.8 Through GOK e-procurement platform WWW.kppp.karnataka.gov.in « Total number of trees standing (A:{:’];z“?:;” :_hocatlotr:,'tAre?,GeBt%‘fare‘ ?P'Oa?_ed {n
202 S5, 6.20.800.00 R HI FHHMWOCH FIT D.00.8 Eligible Class-I Civil Contractors/Firms registered in Karnataka at KPWD/CPWD /MES in the project area . Al twaw bbmb.dovim o Tenen e

S ~ ) ( p.gov.in)
are hereby invited for the below works in Two cover system through E-procurement portal

mg 3%, 3,74,400.00 N$RNT, BTBO FOOMOOD DT,

mode. Address: a) The Deputy Conservator of Forests & Tree
BOTE RRT, 9.00.8 ReF, HORT FT0 B ToNw S Amount put | Last date for Mode of Communication Officer, G.BA,N.R.Square,.BengaIuru-560002.
TOOWE WN0TT V3T méoéﬁ%fa’n& Eyee i Wislovnielnli:Wislown) No Name of work to Tender receipt of of Comments E)-?:llllzD.dctf_ngZG@gmaBlll.DcAong |
s , ; e Executive Engineer, , Bengaluru.
FeFoNY TRBOPWIIW. FYT JWINYY  hutps:// (Rs in lakhs) tenders (Public can send their comments | E-mail ID: bdaeemarkets@gmail.com *
kppp.karnataka.gov.in a@) @Z%@d)%d 1 | Construction of KKRTC Central Office 2000.00 16-11-2026 either by E-mail / Post / Hand) * A copy of the comments communicated directly to the
22/ Administration Buidling at Kalaburagi.(Call-4 Executive Engineer, BDA, Bengaluru, should also be marked
Beo/~TODFTROF BOBICHTT, 0.7, ées?sa :;cs:az e .qu s 9d<A >'d r — e SBA
TOUD QTNR, FONTHONY xtention of main building with Covered Accomidation I 16-11-2026 — - —
R IRE0R/ B TR-T0 /BT S02&/526/2026-27 @ and Trimix concrete to parking area bus station at Deadline for filing Ten (10) days from th_e da_te of publication of this Not|f|cz_at|on
; ; : C in Newspapers * Objections / Comments / Suggestions
Hallikhed (B) Dist Bidar (Call-4) Objections
= - ’ L e s ™ ! should be relevant and specific to the project.
CH C I—ASS | Fl E DS 8 ato;ztr::ggg?(ganzv)v us depot with its sub works 958.50 16-11-2026 In view of the above, the suggestions / objections / comments are invited from citizens
. under Section 8 (3) (vii) of the Karnataka Preservation of Tree Act, 1976.

The tender schedule will be available on the website mentioned as below.
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in, Telephone No. 08472-220663 Sd/-

DIPR/Kalaburagi/649/KSMC&A/2026-27 Executive Engineer

Sd/- Tree Officer & Deputy Conservator of Forests,
GBA, Bengaluru.

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042
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AVOID CONFRONTATION, CHOOSE CONSENSUS

BY SHYAM SUNDAR
VATTAM

he ongoing war of
I words between the
Congress government
in Karnataka and the Mysore
royal family is an unfortunate
development that has hurt the
sentiments of Mysureans. At
a time when the government
should be celebrating the rich
heritage and traditions of My-
sore, its leaders appear to be
indulging in needless con-
frontation with the erstwhile
rulers who played a pivotal
role in shaping the city.

The recent outburst by Ur-
ban Development and My-
sore District In-charge Minis-
ter Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah against the Mysore
royal family has not gone
down well with the people.
Responding to a letter from
Dr. Pramoda Devi Wadiyar,
who had highlighted the al-
leged mismanagement of this
year’s Dasara celebrations
and the police obstruction of

palace rituals, the minister
reportedly stated that the pal-
ace and the Golden Howdah
belonged to the government,
while the royal family had
been provided only a small
space to reside.

Such a statement has under-
standably triggered wide-
spread resentment among
Mysureans. The Wadiyars are
not merely a royal family;
they are an integral part of
Mysore’s history, identity and
cultural heritage. Their contri-
butions to the development of
the region are immeasurable.
From promoting education,
healthcare and infrastructure
to supporting irrigation proj-
ects, the rulers of Mysore left
behind a legacy that continues
to benefit generations.

The generosity of the Wadi-
yars, particularly during peri-
ods of financial crisis, re-
mains a matter of pride. The
contribution of the royal fam-
ily towards the construction
of the Krishna Raja Sagara
(KRS) dam, including the re-
ported donation of the queen’s
jewellery, is a reminder of the

sacrifices made for the wel-
fare of the people. Such his-
torical contributions cannot
be brushed aside by political
statements.

The Congress leaders ap-
pear to have lost sight of this
legacy while responding to
the royal family’s criticism of
Dasara arrangements. Instead
of addressing the concerns
raised by Dr. Pramoda Devi
Wadiyar, the government
chose to engage in a war of
words. The reaction from My-
sureans has clearly demon-
strated that the people value
the contributions of the Wadi-
yars and expect the govern-
ment to acknowledge them
with dignity.

This is not the first occasion
on which the Congress gov-
ernment has found itself at
odds with the royal family.
Following the sudden demise
of Srikantadatta Narasimhara-
ja Wadiyar, the royal family
had requested the government
to cancel entertainment pro-
grammes inside the palace as
a mark of respect. The then
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

“The message to the
Congress government is
clear: Avoid
confrontation and go for
consensus. Mysore’s
heritage deserves
harmony, not hostility.”
SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

initially refused to accept the
request and favoured continu-
ing the scheduled pro-
grammes. However, the then
Revenue Minister and Mysore
District In-charge Minister V.
Srinivas Prasad strongly op-
posed holding entertainment
events inside the palace
during the period of mourn-

AN

ing. Eventually, the Chief
Minister agreed to the request.

Siddaramaiah also drew
criticism when he reportedly
remarked that the Mysore ma-
harajas had constructed palac-
es and other buildings using
public money rather than their
personal wealth. The state-
ment hurt the sentiments of
Mysureans, who regard the
Wadiyars’ contributions as an
important chapter in the city’s
history.

The legal dispute over the
acquisition of the Mysore
Palace by the State govern-
ment, along with the owner-
ship of the Golden Howdah
and the golden throne, adds
another dimension to the con-

troversy. The royal family has
challenged the State’s claims
in the High Court. The out-
come of the litigation will
have implications for the gov-
ernment’s future conduct of
the annual Dasara celebra-
tions. If the court rules in fa-
vour of the royal family, the
government may have to re-
consider its arrangements.
This possibility makes it all
the more important for the
government to adopt a concil-
iatory approach.

The government of the day
cannot afford to undermine
the contributions of the My-
sore rulers merely because
they belong to a different his-
torical and political era. Nor

should criticism of adminis-
trative arrangements during
Dasara be viewed as an af-
front to the government. The
royal family’s concerns de-
serve to be examined objec-
tively and addressed in a spir-
it of mutual respect.

Dasara is not merely a gov-
ernment-sponsored festival. It
is a celebration of Mysore’s
cultural heritage, traditions
and identity. The Wadiyars,
the government, the adminis-
tration and the people have all
played a role in sustaining its
grandeur. Any attempt to di-
minish the contribution of one
stakeholder will only create
unnecessary bitterness.

Instead of crossing swords
with the royal family, the
Congress government would
do well to choose the path of
consensus and dialogue. Po-
litical differences and admin-
istrative disputes can be re-
solved through mutual under-
standing. Respecting history
does not diminish the author-
ity of an elected government;
rather, it strengthens its
credibility.

GOA’S TOURISM GROWTH LOSES MOMENTUM:
RISING COSTS, GLOBAL COMPETITION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE GAPS RAISE CONCERNS

ADAM
MANIYAR

espite crossing the one
crore tourist mark,
Goa faces a changing

tourism landscape as foreign
arrivals struggle to recover,
hotel occupancy comes under
pressure and travellers in-
creasingly compare the state
with affordable international
destinations.

Panaji, Goa, traditionally
regarded as one of India’s
most attractive holiday desti-
nations, is facing a significant
shift in its tourism industry.
Although the state continues
to attract millions of domestic
visitors, the pace of growth in
tourist arrivals has slowed,
raising concerns among hote-
liers, travel operators, restau-
rant owners, taxi operators
and other tourism-dependent
businesses. The issue is not
simply whether tourists are
visiting Goa, but whether the
state is continuing to offer the
affordability, convenience,
hospitality and overall experi-
ence that travellers expect.
Recent tourism figures indi-
cate that Goa’s challenge is
increasingly about maintain-
ing its competitive position
rather than merely attracting
visitor numbers.

Tourist numbers tell a different
story

According to the Goa Tour-
ism Department, the state re-
corded 1,08,02,410 tourist
arrivals in 2025, crossing the
one crore mark for the second
consecutive year. However,
the latest figures suggest that
the momentum is weakening.
Between January and Sep-
tember 2026, Goa received
76,90,149 tourists, compared
with 76,32,100 during the
corresponding period in 2025.
This represents growth of just
0.76 per cent. Domestic tour-
ist arrivals increased by 1.72
per cent, reaching 74,21,709.
The figures indicate that do-
mestic tourism continues to
support the industry, but over-
all growth remains almost
stagnant. The more worrying
trend is in international tour-
ism. Goa received 8,90,459
foreign tourists in 2017, while
the figure fell to 5,17,802 in
2025, a decline of approxi-
mately 42 per cent. This sug-
gests that the state has not
fully regained its traditional
international tourism market,
despite improvements in air-
port infrastructure and pro-
motional campaigns.

Goa is becoming an expensive
holiday destination

One of the major concerns
raised by tourism stakeholders
is the rising cost of holidays in
Goa. Hotel tariffs, private vil-
las, restaurants, beachside es-
tablishments and transporta-
tion can make a holiday sig-
nificantly more expensive,
particularly during the peak
season. Travellers are increas-
ingly comparing the cost of a

The future of Goa’s
tourism industry will
depend not on how
many visitors enter the
state, but on how many
leave with a positive
experience and choose
to return.

holiday in Goa with destina-
tions such as Thailand, Viet-
nam, Sri Lanka and Indonesia.
These destinations compete
through attractive holiday
packages, organised transpor-
tation, international connectiv-
ity and comparatively afford-
able accommodation. A holi-
daymaker who once consid-
ered Goa an affordable inter-
national standard beach desti-
nation may now find better
value elsewhere. The hotel
tariffs and property rental
rates in Goa had undergone a
correction of approximately
15-20 per cent, with industry
representatives pointing to
oversupply and competition
from international destina-
tions.

Transportation remains a major

concern

Transportation is another is-
sue affecting Goa’s tourism
experience. Unlike many es-
tablished international tourist
destinations, Goa continues to
face challenges in providing
convenient, transparent and
affordable local transport op-
tions. Tourists frequently raise
concerns about taxi fares, lim-
ited transport choices and the
difficulty of arranging last-
mile connectivity from air-
ports, railway stations and
hotels to popular beaches.
The debate surrounding app-
based taxi services and tradi-
tional taxi operators has also
affected perceptions of conve-
nience. A tourist arriving in
Goa should be able to travel
from the airport to a hotel or
beach without uncertainty
over fares and availability.
Tourism is not limited to ho-
tels and beaches; convenient
mobility is an equally import-
ant part of the visitor experi-
ence.

Declining foreign tourist arrivals
Foreign tourists have tradi-
tionally played an important
role in Goa’s hospitality and
local business ecosystem. Un-
like many domestic visitors,
international travellers often
stay for longer periods, ex-
plore different parts of the
state, hire two-wheelers, par-
ticipate in local excursions
and spend at beach shacks,
restaurants and cultural estab-
lishments. However, interna-
tional arrivals have not recov-
ered to their earlier levels.
According to reporting by the
BBC in May 2026, foreign
tourist arrivals declined from
nearly nine lakh in 2017 to
approximately five lakh in
2025. Among the reasons
identified were expensive air-
fares, visa-related difficulties,
geopolitical uncertainty, re-
duced direct flight connectiv-

ity and competition from des-
tinations offering easier travel
arrangements. The discontin-
uation of direct London to
Goa connectivity was also
identified as a setback for
British visitors.

Social media perception and
changing tourist expectations
Goa’s image as a relaxed, wel-
coming and affordable desti-
nation has been one of its big-
gest strengths. However, con-
cerns about cleanliness, traffic
congestion, tourist safety,
service quality, inflated prices
and the treatment of visitors
have increasingly become part
of online discussions. Social
media has transformed the
way people choose holiday
destinations. A negative travel
experience can reach thou-
sands of potential visitors
within hours. In September
2026, the Goa government ac-
knowledged that it monitors
online feedback and public
sentiment concerning com-
plaints involving taxi fares,
tourist harassment, touts,
cleanliness, congestion, public
conveniences, beach condi-
tions and safety. The govern-
ment also stated that negative
online comments had reduced
significantly, although the re-
curring concerns continue to
require attention. The chal-
lenge is not simply to counter
negative publicity but to en-
sure that the actual tourist ex-
perience matches the image
being promoted.

Oversupply and pressure on the
hospitality sector

The rapid expansion of hotels,
private villas, serviced apart-
ments and holiday homes has
increased accommodation
choices in Goa. While this ex-
pansion is beneficial in terms
of investment and infrastruc-
ture, demand has not neces-
sarily grown at the same pace
as supply. As a result, several
hospitality businesses are fac-
ing increased competition,
pricing pressure and uncer-
tainty over occupancy. This
indicates that the challenge
extends beyond attracting vis-
itors: Goa must also ensure
sustainable business condi-
tions for its hospitality indus-

try.

What needs to change to bring
Goa’s tourism back on track?
Goa does not necessarily
need more hotels or more
commercial establishments. It
needs a stronger and more co-
ordinated tourism strategy
that focuses on visitor satis-
faction, international market-
ing and sustainable develop-
ment.

Some important measures
that deserve immediate atten-
tion include:

» Affordable transporta-
tion: Establish transparent
taxi fare mechanisms and
improve last-mile connec-
tivity.

e International connectivi-
ty: Restore and expand di-
rect international flight
connections, particularly

with traditional markets
such as the UK, Russia
and Europe.

* Visa facilitation: Work
with the Central Govern-
ment to make travel to In-
dia easier for international
visitors.

* Clean beaches and public
facilities: Improve sanita-
tion, waste management,
public toilets, parking and
beach infrastructure.

» Responsible pricing: En-
courage transparent pric-
ing across hotels, restau-
rants, taxis and tourist ac-
tivities.

* International market-
ing: Promote Goa in
emerging markets instead
of depending heavily on
domestic seasonal tour-
ism.

* Beyond beach tourism:
Develop heritage tourism,
wellness retreats, village
tourism, adventure activi-
ties, cultural festivals and
destination weddings.

* Tourist grievance redres-
sal: Establish an effective
mechanism to address
complaints and protect vis-
itors against fraud, harass-
ment and overcharging.

Goa needs to protect its tourism
identity

Goa’s greatest strength has
never been limited to its
beaches, nightlife or luxury
hotels. Its identity is built
around its culture, hospitality,
heritage, natural beauty, food
and relaxed way of life. The
state has enormous potential
to attract domestic as well as
international visitors. Howev-
er, tourism cannot survive on
promotional campaigns alone.
The experience delivered on
the ground must justify the
money tourists spend. The
government, tourism depart-
ment, hospitality industry,
transport operators and local
communities must work to-
gether to address the issues
affecting the sector. The latest
statistics do not establish that
Goa is witnessing an absolute
collapse in tourist arrivals. In-
stead, they reveal a more con-
cerning structural challenge:
growth has almost stopped,
while the international tour-
ism segment remains signifi-
cantly below its pre-pandemic
level. Goa does not need to
compete merely by attracting
more tourists. It needs to be-
come a destination where
tourists want to return.

TWO HARVESTS FROM ONE FIELD:
COMBINING SOLAR POWER
WITH AGRICULTURE

griculture is the back-
bone of rural India,
while solar energy is

emerging as an important
source of clean electricity.
Traditionally, farming and so-
lar power generation have
competed for land. Solar in-
stallations occupy large arecas
that could otherwise be used
for growing crops. However,
an innovative approach called
agrivoltaics offers an oppor-
tunity to combine both activ-
ities on the same land. It al-
lows farmers to cultivate
crops beneath or between el-
evated solar panels while
generating electricity above
them.

The concept raises an im-
portant question: can Indian
farmers harvest food and solar
energy from a single field
without reducing agricultural
productivity?

Agrivoltaics is the practice
of integrating agricultural pro-
duction with solar photovolta-
ic systems on the same land.
Solar panels are installed at
suitable heights and spacing to
allow farming operations be-
neath or between them. De-
pending on the design, farm-
ers can grow vegetables, fod-
der, medicinal plants and cer-
tain shade-tolerant crops while
producing renewable electric-
ity.

Unlike conventional solar
parks, which may replace ag-
ricultural activity, agrivoltaic
systems aim to preserve farm-
ing alongside energy genera-
tion. This approach could be
particularly valuable in India,
where agricultural land is es-
sential for food security and
rural livelihoods.

One of the most significant
advantages of agrivoltaics is
the possibility of earning in-
come from two sources. Farm-
ers may receive revenue from
agricultural produce and elec-
tricity generated on their land.
Depending on the ownership
model, electricity can be sold
to the grid, supplied to nearby
consumers or used for irriga-
tion pumps and other farm
operations.

Fix Pothole Death Traps
Through your esteemed paper,
I want to highlight the danger-
ous condition of roads in the
city. After every rain, potholes
appear on almost all major
roads and residential streets.
Two-wheeler riders are the
worst affected and many have
lost lives trying to avoid them.
The civic body fills them with
loose mud which washes away
in one shower. This is negli-
gence. Citizens pay high road
tax and property tax and de-
serve safe roads. I urge the au-
thorities to use scientific meth-
ods, fix accountability for con-
tractors and publish daily re-
pair status online for transpar-
ency.

— Hepsiba

‘ The future of farming may not require choosing
between food and electricity. With appropriate
technology, suitable crops and farmer-centred policies,
one field could produce two valuable harvests,
strengthening rural livelihoods while helping India move
towards a cleaner and more sustainable energy future.”

Solar panels also provide
partial shade, which can
reduce excessive exposure to
sunlight and lower soil
moisture loss under certain
conditions. In hot and dry
regions, this may help some
crops withstand heat stress.
However, the benefits depend
on crop variety, local climate,
panel height, spacing and the
amount of sunlight reaching
plants.

Agrivoltaics may also sup-
port more efficient water use.
Reduced evaporation can help
conserve moisture, although
the effect varies with soil con-
ditions and panel arrange-
ment. Rainwater distribution
must also be managed care-
fully because panels can con-
centrate rainfall in particular
areas.

The greatest challenge is
balancing electricity produc-
tion with agricultural produc-
tivity. Plants require sufficient
sunlight for photosynthesis,
growth and grain formation.
Excessive shading can reduce
yields, particularly in crops
that need abundant sunlight.

Therefore, agrivoltaics can-
not be introduced uniformly
across all farms. Crop selec-
tion is essential. Leafy vege-
tables, certain fodder crops
and shade-tolerant plants may
perform well under appropri-
ately designed systems, while
wheat, rice and other sun-de-
manding crops may require
more careful evaluation.

For Punjab, where wheat
and rice are major crops,
large-scale adoption should

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Save Our Lakes Now
I write about the shocking state
of garbage and lakes in the city.
The lakes that once supplied
drinking water now foam with
toxic waste and even catch fire
due to untreated sewage and
industrial dumping. Surround-
ing residential areas stink
throughout the day. Garbage
collection is irregular and seg-
regation is not enforced at all.
Despite court orders, encroach-
ments continue unchecked.
This is not just an environmen-
tal issue but a public health
emergency with rising breath-
ing problems. I request the gov-
ernment to stop sewage inflow,
penalize violators and restore
lakes before it is too late.
— Faustina

— Dr. Vijay Garg

follow local field trials rather
than assumptions. Research-
ers must measure crop yields,
grain quality, water consump-
tion, electricity generation
and farmers’ profits over sev-
eral growing seasons.

The initial investment in
elevated solar structures can
be substantial. Farmers may
also face difficulties operating
tractors, harvesters and irriga-
tion equipment beneath pan-
els. Installation must therefore
accommodate farm machin-
ery, drainage, crop height and
routine agricultural activities.

Government support, af-
fordable financing, coopera-
tive ownership and partner-
ships with renewable-energy
companies could make these
systems more accessible. Ag-
ricultural universities and re-
search institutions should
develop region-specific mod-
els and demonstrate their per-
formance through pilot proj-
ects.

Farmers must also receive
clear agreements concerning
electricity prices, maintenance
costs, land ownership and re-
sponsibility for repairing dam-
aged equipment. Small farm-
ers should not be excluded
because they lack the capital
required for installation.

Agrivoltaics represents an
opportunity to connect India’s
agricultural heritage with its
clean-energy ambitions. It
could diversify farm incomes,
improve land-use efficiency
and contribute to lower-car-
bon electricity generation.
Nevertheless, its success de-
pends on scientific planning
rather than simply placing
solar panels over cultivated
land.

The way forward is to begin
with carefully selected pilot
projects, compare crop yields
with conventional farming,
and expand only where eco-
nomic and environmental ben-
efits are demonstrated.

Water Crisis Needs Action

The city’s water crisis is wors-
ening every year and needs ur-
gent action. Borewells in many
residential areas have dried up
completely despite going down
to great depths with no water.
Private water tankers charge ex-
orbitant rates, exploiting help-
less residents in summer. The
official water supply is highly
irregular and many new apart-
ments have no connection at all.
Rainwater harvesting is manda-
tory on paper but never en-
forced in reality. The govern-
ment must speed up new water
supply projects, enforce har-
vesting, revive lakes to recharge
groundwater and regulate pri-
vate tankers before the city be-
comes unlivable. — Velu
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Pak’s repeated
devaluations fail
to deliver economic

performance

NEW DELHI
Pakistan’s recurring cur-
rency devaluations have
failed to produce lasting
improvements in exports

and economic perfor-
mance because the coun-
try’s deeper structural
problems remain unre-
solved, according to a
report. An analysis by The
Friday Times argues
exchange rate adjust-
ments alone cannot fix
underlying economic
weaknesses. It describes
Pakistan’s economy as a
vehicle whose perfor-
mance depends on four
key pillars: macroeco-
nomic stability, foreign
exchange flows, govern-
ance and economic free-
dom, and productivity
and competitiveness.
Persistent fiscal deficits,
high inflation, excessive
government borrowing
and weak tax collection
have undermined eco-
nomic stability and
placed continuing pres-
sure on the rupee.

Starlink India
delaydueto
approvals, not

corporate pushback

NEW DELHI
The delay in the launch of
Elon Musk’s Starlink sat-
ellite internet services in
India stems primarily from
pending regulatory and
security approvals due to
legitimate reasons rather
than efforts by domestic
telecom companies to
block its entry, a new
report has said. The
report from Europinion
said Starlink obtained its
licence to operate in India
in June 2025 but remains
unable to begin commer-
cial services because it is
still awaiting security
clearance, spectrum allo-
cation and foreign invest-
ment-related approvals.
Musk alleged in October
that powerful business
interests were obstructing
Starlink’s entry into India.

V"'I

'“IMGArécommends
asset monetisation
proposals worth

overRs 1,100 cr

NEW DELHI
The government on

Thursday said the Inter-

Ministerial Group (IMG)
has recommended asset

monetisation proposals
involving assets valued at

over Rs 1,100 crore for
consideration and
approval by the

Alternative Mechanism

(AM).

The proposals primarily
relate to surplus land and
building assets of Central
Public Sector Enterprises

(CPSEs) identified for
monetisation. The recom-
mendations mark an
important milestone in
the Government of India’s
efforts to unlock value
from surplus and
underutilised public
assets and facilitate their
productive utilisation,
according to a Finance
Ministry statement.

The IMG was chaired by

the Secretary,
Department of Public
Enterprises (DPE), and
co-chaired by the
Secretary, Department of
Telecommunications
(DaT).

The National Land
Monetization Corporation
(NLMC) is a wholly
owned Government of
India company under the
administrative control of
the Department of Public
Enterprises, Ministry of
Finance.

India’s renewable energy
capacity crosses 300 GW

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan highlights country’s renewable energy
achievements and their potential to inspire developing nations worldwide.

NEW DELHI

Vice-President CP Rad-
hakrishnan on Thursday said
India’s renewable energy
achievements have emerged
as a model for the Global
South, highlighting the
country’s growing transition
towards clean and sustain-
able power.

Addressing the valedicto-
ry session of the Bharat Re-
newable Energy Summit and
Expo 2026, he said India’s
non-fossil fuel-based in-
stalled capacity had crossed
300 gigawatts (GW). The
country also achieved 50
per cent of its installed elec-
tricity capacity from
non-fossil fuel sources in
2025, five years ahead of its
target.

Highlighting the expan-
sion of solar energy, Rad-
hakrishnan said India’s solar
power capacity had grown
from under 3 GW to over

Green energy
milestones

® Non-fossil capacity: over
300GW

m Clean share: 50% of
installed capacity in 2025

GW

B PM Surya Ghar: 65 lakh+
households

farmers

170 GW in a decade.

He attributed this transfor-
mation to sound policies,
private enterprise and col-
lective efforts by states and
citizens.

The Vice-President said
more than 65 lakh house-
holds had joined the solar
movement through the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yoja-
na. Additionally, nearly
30 lakh farmers had benefit-
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ed from the PM-KUSUM
scheme, with solar pumps
helping reduce diesel ex-
penses and generate addi-
tional income.

He also highlighted the
PM-JANMAN and the
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan, which aim
to extend electricity access
to remote tribal
communities.

Emphasising innovation,
research and industry-aca-
demia collaboration, Rad-
hakrishnan expressed confi-
dence in India’s hydrogen
energy potential. He said the
renewable energy transition
could support economic
growth, generate employ-
ment, reduce import depen-
dence and strengthen energy
security.

Centre urges states
to accelerate

watershed projects

NEW DELHI

The Centre has urged states
to ensure effective and
speedy utilisation of funds
allocated for science-based
watershed development pro-
grammes, stressing the need
to strengthen agricultural re-
silience and improve the live-
lihoods of farmers and rural
communities.

Addressing a national-level
consultation meeting on the
draft National Technical
Guidelines (NTG) for im-
proved watershed manage-
ment in Nagpur, Secretary of
the Department of Land Re-
sources Dilip Kumar empha-
sised the importance of estab-
lishing essential parameters
to be followed uniformly
across states. He added that
flexibility should be main-
tained to accommodate addi-
tional parameters based on
local requirements.

Kumar called for robust
baseline data and comprehen-
sive impact assessments to
evaluate the outcomes of the
Watershed Development
Component of Pradhan Man-

€y

tri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(WDC-PMKSY) 2.0. Such
assessments, he said, would
help identify implementation
gaps and provide lessons for
designing and executing the
next phase, WDC-PMKSY
3.0.

He stressed that watershed
development initiatives must
deliver tangible benefits to
farmers through scientific in-
terventions translated into
practical, location-specific
solutions. He also called for
recognising well-performing
states and field-level officers
to encourage institutional
commitment and improve
implementation.

Participants also highlight-
ed the need to accelerate im-
plementation under WDC-
PMKSY 2.0, with project
timelines reduced from seven
years under the first phase to
five years in the second
phase.

Four nations launch network to study
Bay of Bengal fisheries

KOCHI

India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and the Maldives have joined
hands to establish a regional
research network to study the
impact of changing weather
patterns and ocean conditions
on fish stocks in the Bay of
Bengal.

The initiative, named the
Bay of Bengal Network of
Ocean Researchers for Fish-
eries (BOB-NOR), was
launched in Kochi during an
international meeting at the
ICAR-Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute
(CMFRI).

Union Fisheries Joint Sec-
retary Surabhi Rai said the
initiative could emerge as a
model for science-based fish-
eries management in other
parts of the world.

The network will bring to-
gether ocean scientists, ma-
rine researchers and fisheries

experts from the four partici-
pating countries to understand
the reasons behind changing
fish populations and assess
the consequences for fishing
communities.

Researchers will examine
the influence of rising sea
temperatures, changing mon-
soon patterns, variations in
salinity, ocean currents and
marine biodiversity on fish
populations. The study will
also focus on changes in fish
migration, breeding patterns,
growth and population levels
across different parts of the
Bay of Bengal.

The initiative aims to inte-
grate information from satel-
lite observations, ocean sur-
veys, climate studies and
fisheries research to develop
a comprehensive understand-
ing of marine ecosystem
changes.

Officials and experts from
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh

N ’ =2

BOB-NOR at aglance
COUNTRIES

India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Maldives
LAUNCHED AT
ICAR-CMFRI, Kochi
KEY FOCUS

Climate and ocean-
driven changes infish
stocks

DATA SOURCES
Satellites, ocean

surveys, climate studies,
fisheries research

and the Maldives participated
in the meeting.

6G could add $1.24 trillion to global

NEW DELHI

Sixth-generation mobile tech-
nology or 6G could generate
an additional $1.24 trillion for
the global economy by 2040,
but inadequate spectrum allo-
cation could put nearly half of
that potential at risk, a report
by an industry body showed
on Thursday.

However, the mobile indus-
try body warned that as much
as $520 billion, or 42 per cent
of the projected economic val-
ue, could be lost if govern-
ments do not make enough
spectrum available to support
large-scale 6G deployment.

“Decisions on spectrum
policy taken over the next
few years would play a criti-
cal role in determining how
much of that value can ulti-
mately be realised,” said
GSMA Chief Regulatory Of-
ficer John Giusti.

In addition, manufacturing

economy by
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Who gains most from 6G
Share of its projected economic value

Manufacturing
I 20/
Financial services
I 19%

Construction

13%
ICT
I 12%
Figures: GSMA

and financial services are
likely to be the biggest bene-
ficiaries of 6G, accounting
for 20 per cent and 19
per cent of its projected eco-
nomic contribution, respec-
tively, according to the indus-
try body.

2040: GSMA

The report comes ahead of
key international spectrum
discussions scheduled for the
World Radiocommunication
Conference in 2027 where
policymakers are expected to
determine future spectrum
allocations for emerging
technologies.

“6G is expected to differ
significantly from previous
mobile generations by being
designed around artificial in-
telligence capabilities, en-
abling networks to support
intelligent decision-making,
integrated sensing functions
and seamless connectivity
across terrestrial and satellite
networks,” according to the
industry association.

The report also identified
Al-driven connectivity, indus-
trial robotics, advanced broad-
band services, integrated sens-
ing technologies and non-ter-
restrial networks as key driv-
ers of future economic gains.

Adani Ports to buy Europe’s Evos
in 2.56 billion euro deal

AHMEDABAD

Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone Limited (APSEZ)
on Thursday announced the
acquisition of Evos BV of the
Netherlands, Europe’s sec-
ond-largest independent liquid
storage operator, in an all-cash
transaction valued at an enter-
prise value (EV) of 2.56 bil-
lion euro.

Under the agreement,
APSEZ will acquire a 100
per cent stake in Evos from
Igneo Infrastructure Partners.
The deal values Evos at an
equity value of 1.18 billion
euro and implies an acquisi-
tion multiple of 11.7 times
CY25 EV/EBITDA.

The transaction will be
funded through debt and re-
mains subject to regulatory
approvals and works council
consultation.

“APSEZ, India’s largest
and one of the world’s fastest

growing Integrated Transport
Operator, agrees to acquire
100 per cent stake in Nether-
lands-headquartered Evos
B.V. (Evos) from Igneo Infra-
structure Partners. The pro-
posed transaction is an all-
cash deal at an enterprise val-
ue of 2.56 bn euro,” the offi-
cial statement said.

For calendar year 2025,
Evos reported revenue of

392 million euro and EBITDA
of 219 million euro, a robust
EBITDA margin of 56
per cent.

Following the acquisition,
the combined entity’s pro for-
ma net debt-to-EBITDA ratio
is expected to be 2.76 times,
declining to around 2.5 times
by FY27.

“Evos marks an important
milestone in APSEZ’s trajec-
tory towards handling 1 bil-
lion tons of cargo and build-
ing a truly global, integrated
transport platform. We are
delighted to welcome Evos
into our portfolio, giving us
significant presence across
key global liquid storage and
energy hubs,” Karan Adani
noted.

2.56 bn

euro: enterprise value

euro: equity value

56%

Evos EBITDA margin,
2025

SEMICONDUCTOR PUSH

Blinkit introduces Rs 2,500 fee for
non-emergency ambulance rides

= 42,000

cases in two years

NEW DELHI

Quick commerce platform
Blinkit on Thursday intro-
duced a flat fee of Rs 2,500
for non-emergency ambulance
bookings, while continuing to
offer emergency transfers free
of charge, as the company
seeks to ensure greater avail-
ability of its fleet for critical
medical situations.

Announcing the change,
Deepinder Goyal, founder of
Eternal, said the move was
prompted by growing in-
stances of ambulances being
used for routine purposes
such as doctor consultations,
regular check-ups and hospi-
tal-to-home transfers that
could otherwise be handled
by conventional transport
services.

20,000

emergency runs, free

“I started Zomato with a
spirit of service. Blinkit Am-
bulance is what that spirit of
service looks like today. In
the last 2 years, we have
served 20,000 emergency cas-
es (42,000 cases in total). We
haven’t charged a single rupee
for any of them. And we want
to keep it that way,” Goyal
noted.

However, the company said
a significant share of book-
ings were for non-emergency
needs, putting pressure on the
availability of ambulances for
urgent cases.

“With everything free, a
growing share of bookings are
for routine checkups, hospital
visits and hospital-to-home
transfers, trips that an Uber or
private transport could have
handled just as easily. Every

Rs 2,500

non-emergency fee

such booking keeps a fully
equipped emergency ambu-
lance with paramedics off the
road when someone’s life may
depend on it,” he stated.

“So we are making a change
from now onwards: Emergen-
cy transfers — free, as always.
Non-emergency transfers —
Rs 2,500, charged after the
trip. Broadly in line with what
private ambulances charge.
This money goes to Eternal
Foundation, which runs these
ambulances and will help us
scale them even further,” Goy-
al added.

He said the company ex-
pects the fee to substantially
reduce non-emergency usage
and help maintain the avail-
ability of its 10-minute ambu-
lance service for life-threaten-
ing situations.

India approves 12 semiconductor manufacturing projects

NEW DELHI

India’s semiconductor strate-
gy has moved beyond policy
formulation towards building
a comprehensive manufactur-
ing and technology ecosys-
tem, with 12 approved proj-
ects and five already in com-
mercial production, Amitesh
Kumar Sinha, Additional
Secretary at the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) and
CEO of the India Semicon-
ductor Mission (ISM), said on
Wednesday.

Speaking on the final day

of the ISIG Executive Sum-
mit India 2026, Sinha said the
country’s next phase of semi-
conductor development
would focus on expanding
the broader ecosystem, in-
cluding design companies,
materials, chemicals, gases
and equipment, alongside
manufacturing, research and
development and talent
development.

Sinha identified India’s
large domestic market, skilled
talent pool and government
incentives as key advantages
in attracting semiconductor
investments.

The summit, organised un-
der the theme ‘Enabling the
Intelligent Future: Advanced
Semiconductors, Al, Data
Centers and Power Electron-
ics’, marked the first ISIG
Executive Summit held in
India. It brought together
global technology leaders,
investors, researchers, senior
executives and government
representatives to discuss op-
portunities in the semicon-
ductor industry.

Discussions covered ad-
vanced packaging, outsourced
semiconductor assembly and
test (OSAT), power electron-
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ics, silicon carbide and galli-
um nitride technologies, artifi-
cial intelligence and data-cen-
tre demand.

ISIG also signed an agree-
ment with the Bihar govern-

ment to support the develop-
ment of the state’s semicon-
ductor and electronics
ecosystem.

Dr Shalu Agarwal, General
Manager of India and Head of

‘ Semicon 2.0 is about

building the broader
ecosystem, including
design companies,
materials, chemicals,
gases and equipment,
alongside manufacturing,
R&D and talent.”

— Amitesh Kumar Sinha, CEO,

India Semiconductor Mission

Power Semiconductor at ISIG,
said the summit demonstrated
the opportunities emerging
through collaboration between
global industry, investors and
government.
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Uttarakhand
avalanchedeath
tollrisesto6

UTTARKASHI

The death toll from the
October 29 avalanche on
Uttarakhand’s Kedartal
trekking route rose to six
after rescue teams re-
covered two more bodies
on Thursday. Two people
remain missing.
Joint teams of the State
Disaster Response Force
and Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering found the
bodies at separate loca-
tions. The remains will be
brought to Matli helipad
on Friday.The avalanche
struck near Kedar Kharak
while a 12-member ex-
pedition was descending
from Kedartal. A search
operation for the missing
will resume on Friday. A
magisterial inquiry has
also been ordered, with a
report due within a week.

2 women arrested
with10 kg
marijuana at Gaya
airport

GAYA

Two women were
arrested at Bihar's Gaya
International Airport on

Wednesday for allegedly
smuggling 10 kilograms of
marijuana from Thai-
land, officials said. The
consignment, concealed
in four separate bags, is
estimated to be worth
approximately 10 crore in
the international market.
The accused, identified as
Simranjeet and Kulvinder,
are reportedly residents of
Punjab. They arrived from
Chiang Mai International
Airport aboard a Thai Air-
ways flight. During security
screening, an X-ray scan
raised suspicion, prompt-
ing customs and CISF
personnel to search their
luggage. The drugs were
subsequently recovered.
Officials said six people
had travelled to Thailand,
while the whereabouts
of the remaining four are
being investigated.

Elderly couple die
as fire engulfs
house in Hathras

HATHRAS

An elderly couple died
after a fire engulfed
their house in Moha-
lla Kahran, within the

limits of Sadabad police

station in Uttar Pradesh’s
Hathras district, at around
2 amon Thursday. The
victims were identified
as 65-year-old Sahjad
and his 62-year-old wife,
Salma.

The couple were asleep
when the fire broke out
and reportedly could not
escape as the flames
spread rapidly. The
house also housed a
clothes shop, where a
large stock of garments
stored ahead of Diwali is
believed to have intensi-
fied the blaze.Neighbours
noticed flames and thick
smoke rising from the
building and alerted the
police and fire brigade.
Firefighters, assisted by
local residents and police
personnel, worked for
nearly two hours to bring
the fire under control.
Hathras Superintendent
of Police Chiranjeev Nath
Sinha said the couple
were alone inside the
house when the incident
occurred. Police said a
short circuit was suspect-
ed to have triggered the
fire, although the cause
was yet to be conclu-
sively established.

'Delhinotifies slum policy

for 4-5 lakh families

Delhi’'s 2026 slum rehabilitation policy promises permanent housing for four to five
lakh families, prioritising dignity, security and essential facilities for eligible residents.

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
notified its Slum and Jhuggi
Jhopri Relocation and Reha-
bilitation Policy, 2026, paving
the way for nearly four to five
lakh families to receive per-
manent homes. The initiative
is expected to benefit around
20 lakh people living in Del-
hi’s slums.

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta said the policy was de-
signed not simply to clear
slums but to ensure families
could live safely and with
dignity. “Our objective is not
just to remove slums, but to
give every eligible family a
permanent home where they
can live safely and with dig-
nity with their children,” she

said. Settlements established
before January 1, 2025, will
be covered, including previ-
ously excluded families.

No eligible family will be
evicted without alternative
accommodation. The govern-
ment aims to provide homes
at the same location or within
a three-kilometre radius, to
limit disruption. Each eligible
household will receive a
one-bedroom, hall and kitch-
en flat. Colonies will also
have schools, Anganwadi cen-
tres, healthcare facilities and
playgrounds.

Separate families living in-
dependently on different
floors of one jhuggi structure
may qualify for separate flats
if eligible. Persons with dis-
abilities will receive priority

Each eligible household will get a one-bedroom, hall and kitchen flat

for ground-floor homes, while
married couples will receive
joint allotments. Allotments
will be made through a com-
puterised lottery, with a griev-
ance system and GIS-based
platform to prevent duplicate
claims.

For public-private partner-
ship redevelopment, develop-
ers must arrange temporary

accommodation or rental as-
sistance during construction.
Gupta said Delhi’s working
poor had helped build the city
and deserved secure housing.
She said the policy followed
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s Antyodaya and Garib
Kalyan vision, adding that no
eligible poor family in Delhi
should remain homeless.

4~5 lakh

families to benefit

20 lakh

people

3km

relocation radius

Syears

upkeep of facilities

Bengal announces subsidies
and insurance for farmers

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Thurs-
day announced a series of
welfare measures for farmers,
including a X2-per-unit elec-
tricity subsidy, free crop in-
surance and transport assis-
tance. The initiatives also in-
clude price support for potato
growers, new storage facili-
ties and model agricultural
markets, aimed at strengthen-
ing the state’s farming sector.

Speaking at an event in
Pursurah in Hooghly district,
Adhikari said more than 46
lakh farmers in West Bengal
would receive benefits under
the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi.
He added that the state gov-
ernment was already provid-
ing an electricity subsidy of
%2 per unit to around four
lakh farmers to reduce their

West Bengal announces
farmer welfare
measures, including
subsidised electricity,
free crop insurance,
transport aid and
potato price support to
strengthen agriculture.

agricultural expenses.

The Chief Minister said his
government had removed re-
strictions imposed by the pre-
vious Mamata Banerjee-led
administration on transporting
potatoes to other states. The
government also announced
price support measures for
potato farmers.

Additional proposals in-
clude solar-powered cold stor-
age facilities and model mar-
kets to improve agricultural
infrastructure and reduce
post-harvest losses. Adhikari
also promised a special pack-
age for farmers in Alipurduar,
Jhargram and Purulia dis-
tricts, along with measures to
provide flood relief to affect-
ed cultivators.

The government also out-
lined plans to extend financial
assistance to educated unem-
ployed youth.

Hardeep Puri wins Madhya Pradesh
Rajya Sabha bypoll unopposed

BHOPAL

Union Petroleum Minister
and BJP candidate Hardeep
Singh Puri was declared elect-
ed unopposed to the Rajya
Sabha from Madhya Pradesh
on Thursday, after emerging
as the only candidate remain-
ing in the contest. Returning
Officer Umesh Sharma issued
the certificate of election on
the final day for withdrawal
of nominations, officially
confirming Puri’s entry into
the Upper House of Parlia-
ment.

The nominations of the two
other candidates, Kante Say-
anna and Rajkumar Lohani,
who was backed by the Oppo-
sition Congress, had been re-
jected during scrutiny. With

Hardeep Singh Puri

no other valid candidate in the
race, Puri’s election was con-
firmed without a vote. The
bypoll had been scheduled for
November 12, if polling be-
came necessary.

Madhya Pradesh BJP pres-
ident Hemant Khandelwal
collected Puri’s certificate of
election from the returning
officer in the presence of par-
ty MLA Rameshwar Sharma.

How the seat fell
to Puri

® Vacancy: L Murugan
resigned; his term ran to April
2,2030

m Scrutiny: both rival
nominations rejected

m Result: declared elected on
the last day for withdrawals

Tamil Nadu moves Supreme Court
for early Cauvery hearing

Tamil Nadu says Karnataka has not released Cauvery water since October 23
NEW DELHI

The seat became vacant fol-
lowing the resignation of for-
mer Union minister L Muru-
gan from the Upper House
last month. His term was orig-
inally scheduled to continue
until April 2, 2030. The BJP
subsequently nominated Puri,
a former career diplomat who
entered politics, to contest the
by-election.

The Tamil Nadu government
on Thursday approached the
Supreme Court over the re-
lease of Cauvery River water,
alleging Karnataka had failed
to release water since October
23 despite directions from the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority. The state sought an
early hearing, and the court
agreed to list the plea ahead

of its regular schedule.
Tamil Nadu counsel B.
Karunakaran made the oral
mentioning before a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant. He told the
court Karnataka had not com-
plied with the authority’s di-
rection to release 3,000 cu-
secs of water every day. The
submission brought the con-
tinuing dispute between the
neighbouring states before the

apex court.

The court agreed to list the
plea early after hearing the
request for urgent oral men-
tioning. The development
gives Tamil Nadu an opportu-
nity to press its concerns be-
fore the apex court without
waiting for the usual listing
process.

The Cauvery dispute has
long involved disagreements
between Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu over the sharing and re-
lease of river water. The latest
complaint concerns compli-
ance with the authority’s di-
rection for a daily release of
3,000 cusecs. Whether Karna-
taka failed to follow the direc-
tion remains an issue for the
proceedings. The court is yet
to hear the merits.

Supreme Court clarifies 24-hour
arrest production deadline

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day ruled that the constitu-
tional 24-hour deadline for
producing an arrested person
before a magistrate must be
calculated from the time of
actual detention, rather than
the formal recording of arrest
by police. A bench of Justices
Ujjal Bhuyan and Atul S
Chandurkar said authorities
cannot use the distinction be-
tween detention and formal
arrest to extend the permissi-
ble period of custody.

The bench observed that
excluding the period between
actual detention and formal
arrest would violate Article
22(2) of the Constitution and
Section 56 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS). It stated that the con-
stitutional safeguard requires
an arrested person to be pro-
duced before a magistrate
within 24 hours, excluding
only the time reasonably
needed to travel from the
place of arrest to the court.

The court clarified that time
spent on preliminary inquiries,
investigations, searches or sei-
zures before formal arrest can-
not be excluded from the cal-
culation. It also disapproved

The 24 hours run from
actual detention, not from
the formal recording of
arrest

of contrary interpretations
adopted by the Orissa, Madras
and Kerala High Courts in the
Aryaman Pattanaik, Kannan
and Arun K Thomas cases, re-
spectively.

The Supreme Court further
held that detention beyond the
permissible period without
production before a magis-
trate would warrant the per-
son’s immediate release. It
stressed that detention must
remain reasonable even when
it falls within the 24-hour
constitutional limit, reinforc-
ing that the safeguard is not
merely a procedural require-
ment but a protection against
arbitrary custody.

The bench directed magis-
trates to independently verify
compliance by recording the
actual date and time of deten-
tion and examining whether
its duration was justified.
Magistrates can refuse re-
mand if they find that the per-
son was detained for an ex-
cessive period before being
brought before them.

Delhi Police chargesheets six in
Satya Niketan building collapse

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has filed a 638-
page chargesheet against six
people in connection with the
September 6 building collapse
in Satya Niketan that killed
seven people, including five
students and two labourers.
Investigators have examined
87 witnesses in the case, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The chargesheet names
building owner Hariram Gup-
ta, his wife Urmila Gupta,
their son Mahesh Gupta, la-
bour contractor Sanoj Kumar
and paying guest (PG) opera-
tors Sudhanshu Lavnish Ku-
mar and Shubham Tyagi as
accused.

Police have invoked charges
including culpable homicide
not amounting to murder, rash
and negligent acts endanger-
ing human life, and negli-
gence during building repairs
and construction under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

According to investigators,
Hariram Gupta was the care-
taker and a direct beneficiary
of the property, while his wife
was its registered owner.
Their son allegedly managed
the building and collected
cash payments. Contractor

Himachal plans

SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment is preparing to intro-
duce a health insurance
scheme offering coverage of
up to %10 lakh per family,
doubling the existing I5 lakh
limit under the Himcare pro-
gramme. Principal Media Ad-
visor to Chief Minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu, Naresh
Chauhan, announced the de-
velopment on Thursday, add-
ing that the new scheme

would also expand the num-
ber of eligible beneficiaries.
Chauhan said eight insur-
ance companies had partici-
pated in the tendering pro-
cess, with Birla Sun Life
emerging as the lowest bidder.
Chief Minister Sukhu has di-
rected the Health Secretary to
hold further negotiations with
the company to finalise the
arrangement and speed up im-
plementation. The govern-
ment is currently working to
settle the tendering process

and premium structure, with
further details expected after
negotiations.

The proposed insurance
model follows complaints of
alleged corruption and misuse
of funds under the existing
Himcare scheme. Preliminary
inquiries reportedly indicated
irregularities involving certain
private hospitals and nursing
homes, including facilities
outside the state. The govern-
ment aims to introduce stron-
ger safeguards, improve trans-

%10 lakh health insurance scheme

Hariram Gupta, Urmila Gupta

Mahesh Gupta

Sanoj Kumar

PG OPERATORS

Sudhanshu Lavnish Kumar,
Shubham Tyagi

Sanoj Kumar was carrying
out repair work and allegedly
demolished a wall. The re-
maining accused operated PG
accommodations on the prem-
ises.

The building, located near
Delhi University’s South
Campus, collapsed while re-
pair work and basement refill-
ing were underway. Several
people were also injured.

Police said the investigation
examined the roles of the
owners, contractor and PG op-
erators in determining wheth-
er structural alterations and
negligence contributed to the
collapse. The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi had earlier
suspended a deputy commis-
sioner and four engineers
pending disciplinary proceed-
ings.

Supreme Court declines to shift
Tirupati ghee case trial

The ghee was allegedly supplied for the
Tirumala laddu prasadam

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day refused to transfer the
trial in the Tirupati laddu ghee
adulteration case outside
Andhra Pradesh, rejecting a
plea by one of the prime ac-
cused who raised concerns
over the political atmosphere
in the state. The case involves
allegations of large-scale
adulteration in ghee supplied
to the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD), which
manages the famous Tirumala
temple.

Senior advocate Siddhartha
Dave, appearing for Maha-
rashtra-based dairy business-
man Machindra Shantaram
Lanke, told a Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant that the atmo-
sphere in Andhra Pradesh was
politically charged. Lanke,
one of the prime accused in
the case, had sought the trans-
fer of the trial to a court out-

side the state.

Investigations by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
and the Enforcement Direc-
torate reportedly uncovered a
scam worth approximately
%250 crore. The probe re-
vealed the alleged supply of
nearly 68 lakh kilograms of
fake and synthetic ghee to the
temple administration be-
tween 2019 and 2024. The
ghee was reportedly supplied
for the preparation of the pop-
ular Tirumala laddu prasad-
am.

The alleged adulteration
raised serious concerns be-
cause the ghee was intended
for use in preparing offerings
distributed to devotees visit-
ing the temple. The investiga-
tion has focused on the supply
chain and the alleged irregu-
larities involving the procure-
ment of ghee by the temple
administration.

The Supreme Court’s refus-
al means the request to move
the proceedings outside
Andhra Pradesh has not been
accepted. The case remains a
significant legal and public
issue, given the scale of the
alleged financial fraud and the
religious importance of the
Tirumala laddu prasadam for
devotees across the country.

Naresh Chauhan, the Chief Minister’s
Principal Media Advisor

parency and ensure public
funds are used effectively.
Chauhan said people below

Health cover per family
HIMCARE

%5 lakh

the existing limit

the poverty line and benefi-
ciaries of other eligible wel-
fare programmes would par-
ticularly benefit from the ex-
panded coverage.

Alongside the insurance
initiative, the state is working
to strengthen healthcare infra-

NEW SCHEME

> 10 lakh

proposed cover

structure through advanced
medical technology, includ-
ing robotic surgery, PET-CT
scans, MRI and X-ray facili-
ties. Recruitment of doctors
and other healthcare person-
nel is also part of its efforts to
improve medical services.




CITYSHILIGHTS

KALABURAGI

FRIDAY » NOVEMBER 6, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

‘‘Jantar Mantar at Koch?’: CJP
-~ announces anti-SIR protest

A political outfit has planned a public demonstration in Kerala, intensifying opposition
to the Election Commission’s voter verification exercise ahead of its implementation.

Blhar officer holds
begging bowl over
eight-month
salary delay

BUXAR

A rural development
officer in Bihar’s Buxar
district staged a protest
with a begging bowl
outside her workplace,
alleging that her salary
had remained unpaid
for eight months.Alpita
Singh, posted at the
Brahmpur block office,
said she received her
salary for only three
months during her
11-month tenure,
despite continuing her
official duties.
Photographs of her
protest went viral on
social media, prompt-
ing the district adminis-
tration to seek an
explanation from the
Brahmpur Block
Development Officer
(BDO) and initiate
action over the matter.

2 killed, Tinjuredin
firecracker
warehouse blast

NAGAUR

Two people were killed
and another injured
after a massive explo-
sion at a firecracker and
gunpowder warehouse
in Badli village,
Rajasthan’s Nagaur dis-
trict, on Thursday.The
deceased were identi-
fied as Mohammad
Aamir and Mujeeb, who
were brothers-in-law.
The injured person was
admitted to Jawaharlal
Nehru Hospital in
Nagaur for treatment.
The blast was powerful
enough to be heard sev-
eral kilometres away,
damaging nearby
houses and scattering
parts of the victims’
bodies.Officials said the
warehouse was licensed
and its owners pos-
sessed the required
documents. The exact
cause of the explosion is
being investigated.

4 killed, 2 missing
as Gujarat
pilgrims’ cab
plungesintoriver

UTTARKASHI

Four people, including a
taxi driver, were killed and
two others went missing

after a vehicle carrying

pilgrims from Gujarat
plunged into the
Bhagirathi River near
Gangnaniin
Uttarakhand'’s Uttarkashi
district on Thursday
morning. One passenger
was seriously injured.The
accident occurred
around 7 am along the
Gangotri National
Highway. The deceased
were identified as Patel
Ashokaben, 49, Rutika
Ashokabhai Patel, 19, and
Ghanshyambhai
Sarvalia, all residents of
Surat, and driver
Surendra Singh, from
Haridwar.The injured pas-
senger, Patel Vedant
Ashokbhai, 17, was air-
lifted to the All-India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIMS) in
Rishikesh for treatment.
The two missing passen-
gers were identified as
Patel Sudaben
Ashokbhai, 45, from
Surat, and Patel Kiranben
Vishalbhai, 34, from
Surendranagar, Gujarat.
Uttarkashi District
Magistrate Prashant Arya
said specialised divers
and Jal Police personnel
were searching for the
missing passengers amid
strong river currents. The
exact cause of the acci-
dent remains unknown.

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) has announced a protest
against the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Kochi, Kerala, on No-
vember 7, demanding the can-

cellation of the exercise. Ti-
tled “Jantar Mantar at Kochi”,
the demonstration will take
place at Rajendra Maidan
from 4 pm, the party an-
nounced on Thursday.

CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke
will lead the demonstration,

The party’s slogans,
“Save Democracy!” and
“Cancel SIR!”, are quot-

ed from its announce-
ment.

joined by Vijay Mallangi, the
party’s south zone lead, and
national secretary Aafreen
Nawaz. Announcing the pro-
test on social media, the party
called on citizens to partici-
pate under the slogans, “Save
Democracy!” and “Cancel
SIR!”, urging supporters to
gather at the venue.

The Kochi demonstration
marks the party’s first major

protest initiative since several
of its leaders were detained in
Delhi last month while at-
tempting to organise a demon-
stration against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar and the electoral roll revi-
sion exercise at Jantar Mantar.
The protest had been attempt-
ed without official permis-
sion.

Following the incident, the
government denotified Jantar
Mantar as a designated protest
site. CJP leaders Saurav Das
and Ashutosh Ranka later en-
tered the restricted area and
waved the national flag in op-
position to the decision.

IYC suspends 31 Rajasthan leaders over absence

NEW DELHI

The Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) has suspended 31
Rajasthan Youth Congress of-
fice bearers for failing to at-
tend the INDIA bloc’s “Vote
Bachao, Desh Bachao’ march
at Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan.
The order was authorised
by Vikas Chikara, national
general secretary and Rajas-
than in-charge, and Gyanesh
Shukla, secretary and co-in-
charge. It stated: “Taking your
absence from the ‘Ramlila
March’ held in Delhi, the lead-
ership of the Indian Youth Con-
gress (IYC) has decided to sus-
pend the following office bear-
ers of Rajasthan with immedi-
ate effect until further orders.”
Those suspended include of-
fice bearers from the organisa-

tion’s SC/ST, minority and
OBC wings, along with mem-
bers of its general and execu-
tive committees. Among them
are Rajasthan Youth Congress
vice-president Prakash Chand
Meena and several general sec-
retaries, including Saddam
Hussain Meo, Faizan Hasan
Qureshi, Jafar Hussain Meer
and Salma Pinara. Twenty state
secretaries from districts across
Rajasthan were also suspended.

The INDIA bloc held the ral-
ly on November 1 to protest
alleged irregularities in elector-
al rolls and the Special Inten-
sive Revision exercise. Oppo-
sition leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge,
Mamata Banerjee and Akh-
ilesh Yadav, attended the
event.

During the rally, Rahul
Gandhi accused Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh

‘ Taking your absence

from the ‘Ramilila
March’ held in Delhi, the
leadership of the Indian
Youth Congress (1YC) has
decided to suspend the
following office bearers of
Rajasthan with immediate
effect until further
orders.”

— ThelYC suspension order,

signed by Vikas Chikara and
Gyanesh Shukla

Kumar of facilitating alleged
vote theft. The BJP criticised
the event, with MP Sambit
Patra disputing the organisers’
claim that 10 lakh people
would attend and alleging that
thousands of chairs remained
vacant.

MSRTC announces Diwali
bonus of ¥10,000
for 83,000 staff

MSRTCrunsa fleet of nearly 15 000
buses.

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MS-
RTC) has announced a Diwali
bonus of 310,000 for each of
its employees and raised the
dearness allowance (DA) from
58 per cent to 60 per cent. The
decisions, announced by
Transport Minister Pratap Sar-
naik on Thursday, are expect-
ed to benefit around 83,000
employees of the state-run
transport undertaking.

Eligible employees will
also receive an advance pay-
ment of *12,500 to help meet
festival expenses, Sarnaik
said. The announcements
were made during a meeting
with representatives of vari-
ous MSRTC employee unions
at the Transport Commission-
er’s office in Bandra. The bo-
nus and DA revision will to-
gether impose an additional
financial burden of approxi-
mately X160 crore on the cor-
poration.

Sarnaik said the govern-
ment remained committed to
supporting employees despite
the corporation’s financial
difficulties and wanted them
to celebrate Diwali. He de-
scribed the bonus as recogni-
tion of the workforce’s con-
tribution, noting that trans-
port officers and employees
worked continuously to pro-
vide safe journeys to passen-
gers. He said the payment
was not simply a gesture of
generosity but an entitlement.

Diwali package

BONUS FOR
EACH
EMPLOYEE

FESTIVAL
ADVANCE

DA, UP FROM
600/0 58%

EXTRA COST

TO MSRTC

Maharashtra’s state
transport undertaking
extends festive
financial benefits to
thousands of workers
through increased
allowances, bonuses
and advance payments
ahead of Diwali
celebrations.

The minister also appealed
to employees not to resort to
protests or strikes, warning
that disruptions could incon-
venience ordinary passengers
who rely on state-run buses.
He said the government and
the corporation would address
employee concerns through
dialogue while working to im-
prove passenger services and
strengthen the organisation’s
financial position.

MSRTC is the country’s
largest state-run public trans-
port undertaking. It operates a
fleet of nearly 15,000 buses
and carries approximately 55
lakh passengers every day.
The latest measures are in-
tended to provide festival-sea-
son financial support to its
workforce while acknowledg-
ing the role employees play in
maintaining daily public trans-
port services across Maha-
rashtra, including urban cen-
tres, towns and rural routes.

Centre exempts select foreign nationals
from passport, visa rules

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Immigration and For-
eigners (Exemption) (Amend-
ment) Order, 2026 also speci-
fies categories of people ex-
empted from the requirements
to possess a valid passport or
other travel document and
visa for entering, staying in or
exiting India.

(a) Members of the Indian
Navy, Army and Air Force
travelling to or from India on
official duty.

(b) Registered Sri Lankan
Tamil nationals who took
shelter in India on or before
January 9, 2015. They must
be registered with an officer
designated by the Central or
state government.

(c) Foreign crew members

of military vessels, including
warships and other govern-
ment ships operated for
non-commercial purposes,
visiting India for repairs.
They must have a Military
Ship Repair Permit issued by
an immigration officer at a
designated immigration post
and carry valid military iden-
tity documents.

(d) Tibetans who entered
India after 1959 but before
May 30, 2003, with an Entry
Permit issued by the Indian
Embassy in Kathmandu. The
exemption also covers Tibet-
ans who entered India after
May 30, 2003 through a Spe-
cial Entry Permit issued by
the embassy and through a
designated immigration post
on the India-Nepal border.

-
WHATIS A“VISA
| MANUAL’?

The order defined the
document as a manual

| issued by the central |
government from time to

| time, containing instructions |
on visas, immigration and

lated matters.
| relatedmatters.

(e) Members of minority
communities — Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians — from Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan who were forced to
seek shelter in India due to
religious persecution or fear
of persecution, provided they
entered India on or before De-
cember 31, 2024.

Police recover over 21 crore
from alleged TMC office

DIAMOND HARBOUR

West Bengal Police have re-
covered more than 31.02
crore in cash from a property
allegedly functioning as a Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) of-
fice in Sarisha, Diamond Har-
bour, South 24 Parganas dis-
trict. Police are investigating
the source and ownership of
the money, along with trans-
action records, while the cir-
cumstances surrounding its
presence at the premises re-
main unclear.

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Zonal) Abhishek
Majumdar disclosed the re-
covery at a press conference.
Authorities have not yet es-
tablished who owned the cash

Police W|th the cash recovered at Sarl-
sha, Diamond Harbour.

or why it was kept at the
property.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari alleged that
the recovered money be-
longed to Abhishek Banerjee,
whom he referred to as the
TMC’s ‘bhatija’ (nephew). He
described the amount as rela-
tively small and said action

would be taken under the law.
Adhikari also expressed con-
fidence in the state police’s
ability to investigate the mat-
ter.

Abhishek Banerjee rejected
the allegations, accusing the
BJP of deliberately planting
“fake and fabricated evi-
dence”. He claimed the prop-
erty had been vandalised by
BJP workers six months earli-
er and subsequently became a
crime scene under police in-
vestigation. Banerjee alleged
that the recovery was an at-
tempt to manipulate the inves-
tigation and misuse legal ma-
chinery. He warned that those
responsible would face legal
accountability, irrespective of
their political position.

India targets first human deep-sea
mission by 2028

NEW DELHI

India is preparing to launch its
first human deep-sea explora-
tion mission to a depth of up
to 6,000 metres by 2028,
Union Minister of State for
Science and Technology Jiten-
dra Singh announced on
Wednesday. The proposed
mission marks a major step in
the country’s efforts to
strengthen indigenous capabil-
ities in deep-ocean exploration
and expand its scientific pres-
ence in the maritime domain.

Speaking at the Indo-Pacif-
ic Regional Dialogue 2026,
Singh said India’s ocean-re-
lated programmes were in-
creasingly following a mis-

sion-based approach involv-
ing multiple departments and
institutions. He highlighted
the growing integration of
ocean sciences, space technol-
ogy, nuclear science, geology,
electronics and robotics to
advance the country’s deep-
sea research and maritime ca-
pabilities.

The minister pointed to the
National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT) in Chen-
nai as a key institution sup-
porting the programme. The

institute has developed the
capability to conduct trials at
depths ranging from 5,000 to
6,000 metres in the Central
Indian Ocean Basin. Singh
also highlighted the Ocean
Mineral Explorer, which en-
ables detailed surveys of hy-
drothermal sulphide deposits,
several of which have already
been identified.

Singh said India was pursu-
ing global competitiveness
through domestic technologi-
cal development and interna-
tional cooperation. He de-
scribed deep-ocean resources
as a potential source of eco-
nomic value, supporting the
country’s ambition of achiev-
ing Viksit Bharat 2047.

TN LAUNCHES SUBSIDISED VEGETABLE PACK

Centre moves to revisit UGC equity rules

NEW DELHI

The Centre has told the Su-
preme Court that it will con-
stitute a committee to re-ex-
amine the University Grants
Commission’s 2026 equity
regulations, which were
stayed by the court in January.
Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta informed a bench led by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant that the government
considered students’ concerns
and wanted a framework in
which no group felt excluded,
threatened or apprehensive.
The Chief Justice said the
review must protect the inter-
ests of all students, adding that
the well-being of young peo-
ple should remain central to
the exercise. The court had
earlier questioned the wording

of provisions in the regula-
tions, particularly the defini-
tion of caste-based discrimina-
tion, and warned that unclear
language could invite misuse.
While staying the 2026 reg-
ulations, the bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi had said
Regulation 3(C) was vague
and required revision. It di-
rected that the UGC’s 2012
equity regulations would re-
main in force until the

court considered the —=

validity of the newer
framework.
During the hear-
ing, the bench
had indicated
that the UGC
could be asked
to form a com-
mittee compris-

ing academicians and eminent
jurists familiar with educa-
tional institutions, subject to
the court’s approval. The
Chief Justice observed that
schools and colleges were
part of society and questioned
the consequences of creating
divisions within campuses.
Introduced to address caste-
based discrimination in col-
leges and universities, the
2026 regulations require insti-
tutions to establish special
committees and helplines
for complaints from stu-
dents belonging to
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes
and Other Back-
ward Classes. The
rules triggered
protests in the na-
tional capital.

TN launches 100 vegetable packs for Deepavali

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has launched the Vetri Special
Vegetable Pack scheme, of-
fering households a bundle of
10 essential vegetables for
%100 ahead of Deepavali. The
three-day initiative began on
Thursday and will run until
November 7, providing con-
sumers with a subsidised op-
tion amid seasonal price pres-

sures.

Cooperation Minister V
Ganthiraj inaugurated the
scheme at the Poonga Nagar
Cooperative Wholesale Store
in Chennai, distributing the
first packs to members of the
public. The packs will be sold
through 218 selected cooper-
ative outlets across the state.
In Chennai, four mobile veg-
etable vending units have also
been deployed to reach neigh-

bourhoods beyond the desig-
nated stores.

Each eco-friendly pack
weighs between 2.55 kg and
2.60 kg and contains onions,
tomatoes, brinjal, potatoes,
carrots, beans, green chillies,
lemons, ginger and one coco-
nut. The quantities include
500 grams each of onions and
tomatoes, 250 grams each of
brinjal and potatoes, 200
grams each of carrots and

beans, 100 grams cach of
green chillies and lemons, and
50 grams of ginger. The veg-
etables are sorted and hygien-
ically packed.

To prevent hoarding and
ensure wider access, the gov-
ernment has limited purchases
to one pack per person. Packs
will be available during the
regular working hours of par-
ticipating cooperative outlets.

Ganthiraj said vegetables

Each pack holds 10 vegetables (rep-
resentational image).

were being procured directly
from farmers to reduce inter-
mediaries, offer lower prices
to consumers and provide bet-
ter returns to growers.

The 7100 pack
PRICE VEGETABLES
7100 10 kinds
WEIGHT OUTLETS
2.55-2.60 | 218 co-op
kg stores
LIMIT ON SALE
One per Until Nov7
person

X X X
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Briton faces
charges over
hidden camera

SINGAPORE

British man, 52, faces
charges after allegedly
hiding a camera in an air-
craft toilet during an
October 7 flight from
Japan to Singapore. A
crew member discovered
and removed the device.
The man allegedly
deleted the application
and related photographs
after finding the camera
missing. He faces voyeur-
ism and obstruction
charges. The reported
maximum prison terms
are two years for voyeur-
ism and seven years for
obstructing justice,
respectively, if convicted.

Surrey reports no
recent extortion-
related shootings

TORONTO

Surrey recorded no extor-
tion-related shootings
between August and
October, police said,
although officers warned
that the threat remains.
Police figures updated
through October 17
showed 147 reported
extortions, 21 shooting
incidents, four arsons and
78 victims this year. The
last related shooting
occurred in July. Canada’s
border agency said in
September that 188
removal orders linked to
extortion had been
issued, with 111 people
removed.

South Korean
army admits
catwalk mistake

SEOUL

South Korea’s Army ad-
mitted that catwalk les-
sons for elite soldiers
were inappropriate after
footage sparked criticism
online. The October 29
programme at the Ist
Special Forces Brigade
showed female models
teaching soldiers runway
walking and poses. An of-
ficial later acknowledged
that organisers had failed
to review the content
properly and that it did
not meet soldiers’ needs.
The Army pledged to con-
sult soldiers and review
future programmes more
carefully.

Saudi extends
crucial financing
for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD

Saudi Arabia has ex-
tended a USD 3 bil-
lion financing facility
for Pakistan, Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said, offer-
ing support as the
government seeks
longer borrowing
terms. Aurangzeb said
another USD 5 billion
in Saudi financing had
been extended until
2028.

OpenAl promises
full power
payments after
backlash

UNITED STATES

OpenAl has renewed its
pledge to cover the full
electricity costs of its data
centres, following voter
opposition to projects.
The announcement fol-
lowed Tuesday’s elec-
tions, when voters largely
opposed measures
favouring data centre
development.

'Misri meets Shah before
crucial India visit

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met Nepal's prime minister in Kathmandu
to discuss cooperation before Balendra Shah'’s forthcoming visit to India.

KATHMANDU

Indian Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri met Nepal’s
Prime Minister Balendra Shah
in Kathmandu on Thursday as

Who Misri met

Balendra Shah, Prime
Minister

Shishir Khanal, Foreign
Minister

Swarnim Wagle, Finance
Minister

Biraj Bhakta Shrestha,
Energy, Water Resources and
Irrigation Minister

Amrit Bahadur Rai, Foreign
Secretary

©0000

both countries prepared for
Shah’s planned visit to India
later this month.

Misri conveyed greetings
from Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during the meeting,
the Indian Embassy in Nepal
said. Their talks focused on
carrying out joint projects and
exploring ways to strengthen
cooperation ahead of the visit.

The meeting formed part of
Misri’s two-day official trip
to Nepal, which began on
Wednesday morning. His dis-
cussions with senior Nepali
leaders were aimed at prepar-
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The meeting in Kathmandu, ahead of the Prime Minister’s planned visit to India

ing the agenda for Shah’s pro-
posed visit to New Delhi.
Misri also met Foreign
Minister Shishir Khanal, Fi-
nance Minister Swarnim Wa-
gle and Energy, Water Re-
sources and Irrigation Minis-
ter Biraj Bhakta Shrestha. He
held delegation talks with
Nepal’s Foreign Secretary
Amrit Bahadur Rai.
According to Nepal’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the
discussions covered relations
between the two neighbours,

including senior leaders’ vis-
its, transport links, trade, de-
velopment projects, energy
cooperation and ties between
their people.

The Indian Embassy said
the foreign secretaries dis-
cussed issues of shared inter-
est as preparations continued
for the prime minister’s trip.
Officials from Nepal said
both sides reviewed initiatives
they hoped to take forward
during the visit.

Kathmandu also wants talks

on unresolved matters, in-
cluding the border dispute,
changes to the trade treaty
and more entry routes through
Indian airspace for interna-
tional flights.

These issues are among
Nepal’s priorities as officials
work to shape the agenda for
the coming meetings. The
visit is expected to give both
governments an opportunity
to review existing coopera-
tion and discuss further
steps.

Bangladesh orders probe into
measles vaccine failures

DHAKA

Bangladesh has formed an in-
quiry commission to investi-
gate failures in buying and
distributing measles vaccines
during the interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad
Yunus.

The three-member panel
will examine decisions made
between August 8, 2024, and
February 17, 2026. It must
submit its findings within 60
working days, according to
The Daily Star.

Former High Court justice
Mamun Rahman will lead the
commission. Its other mem-
bers are Bangladesh College
of Physicians and Surgeons
president Mawdud Hossain
Alamgir and Health Services
Division Additional Secretary
ABM Moinul Islam.

Investigators can visit any
location in Bangladesh and
question individuals. They
will identify the reasons for
delays, examine alleged irreg-
ularities and establish who
was responsible for failures in
vaccine procurement and dis-
tribution.

The panel will also recom-
mend steps to prevent similar
problems. The Health Ser-
vices Division will provide
administrative support.

The inquiry follows con-
cerns about the country’s
2026 measles outbreak. In an
August report, the Cana-
da-based Global Centre for
Democratic Governance
linked the crisis to vaccine
shortages, missed childhood

The inquiry covers decisions taken un-
der the interim government

A new commission will
examine vaccine
shortages and
administrative delays
linked to Bangladesh’s
measles outbreak and
recommend steps
against recurrence.

vaccinations and delays in
purchasing supplies.

The group said the interim
administration replaced the
UNICEF supply system with
an open tender process.

The report also cited vacci-
nation figures published by
Bangladeshi newspaper Sa-
makal, saying measles vac-
cine coverage dropped to
56.2 per cent in 2025.

The report also criticised
the current Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party government for
responding slowly to known
risks.

Bomb threat forces Dublin flight into France

PARIS

A flight travelling from Dub-
lin to Rome was diverted to
France on Thursday after a
suspected bomb threat, as Eu-
ropean countries reported
similar alerts involving air-
craft.

The plane landed safely at
Evreux, French Prime Minis-
ter Sebastien Lecornu said.
All 151 passengers and six
crew members were brought
to safety, while bomb disposal
teams arrived to examine the
aircraft.

Lecornu’s office said au-
thorities were monitoring the
situation, Euronews reported.
The French air force said it
sent aircraft after receiving
the alert. Flight tracking web-
sites identified the diverted
service as an Aer Lingus
flight.

More threats were reported.
Italian media said alerts in-

volved flights bound for
Rome and departing from Mi-
lan. A Helsinki to Rome ser-
vice landed safely after being

Thursday’s alerts

PASSENGERS
BROUGHT TO SAFETY
AT EVREUX
n PRAGUE-BOUND
PLANES
THREATENED
n RYANAIR FLIGHTS TO
SOFIA TARGETED
escorted by Italian fighter
jets.

A Finnair spokesperson
said a bomb threat targeted a
Helsinki to Vienna flight op-
erated by Jettime. That air-
craft also landed without inci-
dent.

In the Czech Republic, po-
lice said four planes heading
to Prague received threats
claiming explosive devices

were on board. Officers con-
sidered the threats unlikely to
be credible but activated secu-
rity measures and arranged
inspections after landing.

Police later said the search-
es found no explosives and
security measures at Prague
Airport had ended. The Na-
tional Centre against Terror-
ism, Extremism and Cyber-
crime took over the investiga-
tion.

Bulgarian authorities also
reported threats against three
Ryanair flights heading to So-
fia. The transport ministry
said services from Copenha-
gen and Madrid landed in So-
fia, while a flight from Lon-
don was diverted to Plovdiv.

The incidents followed
bomb threats against around
10 European flights on Tues-
day, when Warsaw airport
briefly closed and Italy
scrambled an air force air-
craft.

Britain agrees to talks over slavery’s legacy

LONDON

Britain has agreed to hold
talks with countries affected
by the transatlantic slave
trade, following discussions at
the Commonwealth summit in
Antigua and Barbuda.

A joint statement released
on Wednesday said the dia-
logue would follow a struc-
ture, include affected parties
and take place within an
agreed period. Leaders said
the process should address the
harm caused by the traffick-
ing and enslavement of Afri-
cans.

The agreement appeared in
the summit statement under
reparatory justice. It also rec-
ognised efforts by the United
Nations, African Union and
Caribbean Community to ad-
dress slavery’s legacy and
support the return of cultural
heritage.

Prime Minister Andy Burn-

ham said Britain was open to
a formal apology for its role
in the slave trade. However,
he ruled out financial repara-
tions, despite calls from Afri-
can and Caribbean leaders for
compensation.

Foreign Office officials
said the timetable would be
settled later. Foreign Secre-
tary Ed Miliband indicated
that the talks could run for 12
months.

Burnham also proposed a
debt reset to help poorer na-
tions facing heavy repayment
burdens. He said private busi-
nesses should be involved in
efforts to support Common-
wealth countries struggling
with higher borrowing costs.

Britain has announced 40
million pounds over three
years to support infrastructure
investment in the Caribbean,
including green energy proj-
ects.

King Charles III, who at-

tended the summit as Com-
monwealth head, expressed
sorrow over Britain’s connec-
tion to slavery. He described

THE BOTTOM LINE

Talks, an apology
possible, no

reparations

— Talks could run for 12
months

— 40 million pounds for
Caribbean infrastructure

the trade as a shameful period
whose effects continue to bur-
den Commonwealth societies.

The agreement commits
Britain to discussions, while
its opposition to compensa-
tion remains unchanged. The
next step will be to settle the
timetable and terms for talks
with those affected by slav-
ery’s harm.

Margherita discusses closer ties with
Colombia, Bolivia in Madrid

MADRID

Minister of State for External
Affairs Pabitra Margherita
met the foreign ministers of
Colombia and Bolivia on
Thursday to discuss closer co-
operation during the 30th Ibe-
ro-American Summit.

In his meeting with Colom-
bia’s Foreign Minister Omar
Bula Escobar, Margherita dis-
cussed expanding ties in
trade, education, health and
culture. Their talks also cov-
ered cooperation at interna-
tional forums, he said in a
post on X.

Margherita met Bolivia’s
Foreign Minister Hector
Francisco Huanca. The dis-
cussions focused on bilateral
relations and regional and
global matters of shared inter-
est.

The Indian Embassy in
Spain said meetings also ex-
plored opportunities for en-
gagement through the Ibe-
ro-American Conference.

Margherita is visiting Ma-
drid to attend the summit as
India joins the conference as
an Associate Observer. The
grouping has 22 member
countries, including 19 from
Latin America and Spain,
Portugal and Andorra from
Europe. It also has 12 Associ-
ate Observers and 20 Consul-
tative Observers.

Earlier, Margherita met
members of the Indian com-
munity in Madrid alongside
Minister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs Tokhan
Sahu.

On Wednesday, Margherita
met Spain’s Secretary of State
for Foreign and Global Af-

The Ibero-American
Conference
MEMBERS LATIN
22 AMERICA
19

FROM SUMMIT
;‘;‘::E 30th,in

» Madrid
Portugal,
Andorra
ASSOCIATE CONSULTATIVE
OBSERVERS OBSERVERS
12, now 20
with India

fairs, Diego Martinez Belio.
He thanked Spain for sup-
porting India’s entry into the
conference as an Associate
Observer. Both sides dis-
cussed ways to strengthen
relations between India and
Spain.

Kashmir group

ISLAMABAD

The United Kashmir People’s
National Party said at least
seven people were killed and
18 seriously injured after Pa-
kistani forces allegedly at-
tacked protesters in Rawala-
kot on Thursday.

The party, known as UK-
PNP, accused security forces
of firing on peaceful gather-
ings and using drones against
residential areas in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir. How-

ever, it said reports that four
children had died required
independent verification.

According to information
cited by the group, forces tar-
geted protest sit-ins at Ma-
tialmera Bus Terminal, Umar
Farooq Chowk and other lo-
cations. The party alleged
that heavy machine guns, ar-
moured vehicles and drones
were used.

It named three of those re-
ported killed as Atif Jardees,
35, Ehtisham Younis, 30, and

RAWALAKOT PROTEST DEATHS

Rights group alleges 4 killings after
disappearances in Balochistan

QUETTA

The Baloch Yakjehti Commit-
tee alleged on Thursday that
four civilians were killed after
being forcibly taken from
their homes in Balochistan.
The rights group accused
Pakistani forces and groups it
described as state-backed
death squads of involvement.
According to the commit-
tee, the bodies of shopkeeper
Elahi Baksh, 60, and driver
Muneer Ahmad, 32, were
found in Laghorzard, in the
Naal region, on November 2.
It alleged that Frontier
Corps personnel took Baksh
from his home on October 30.
Ahmad was allegedly taken
by a Pakistan-backed armed
group on October 2, leaving
his family without informa-
tion about his whereabouts.

In another case, the com-
mittee said Salahuddin was
killed on October 31 in what
it described as a staged en-
counter. His body was left
near Zardain Koti in Kharan
district.

The group alleged that se-
curity forces had taken Sala-
huddin and his brother Azar
from their home on August 7.

The fourth victim was Rey-
an Ulfath, a 17-year-old stu-
dent whose mutilated body
was found in Kulanch, near
Pasni, on October 22. The
committee alleged that an
armed group had taken him
from his home on October 16.

The committee said these
cases reflected a pattern of
people disappearing and later
being found dead. It urged the
United Nations and interna-
tional rights organisations to

examine the allegations.

It demanded accountability
for those responsible and
stressed that every person

In focus

— The Baloch Yakjehti
Committee alleged that four
civilians, including a
17-year-old student, were
killed after enforced
disappearances.

— The group accused Pakistani
forces and alleged state-
backed armed groups of
involvement.

— It urged international
scrutiny, independent
investigations and
accountability for those
responsible.

must receive legal protection,
due process and respect for
their dignity.

reports 7 deaths during protests

Adil Rashid, 32.

The group also said a house
belonging to Shakeel Khan
near the bus terminal was de-
stroyed by fire following an
alleged drone attack. It added
that reports of four children’s
deaths were linked to that in-
cident.

UKPNP condemned the al-
leged violence and urged the
United Nations and the Euro-
pean Union to press for civil-
ian protection and prevent
further bloodshed.

It said protesters were seek-
ing rights, public services,
protection of property and re-
spect for the law. The group
demanded an independent
investigation into the reported
deaths, injuries, attacks and
damage to homes.

The allegations follow con-
cerns raised by six UN hu-
man rights experts over Paki-
stan’s decision to designate
the Joint Awami Action Com-
mittee as a terrorist organisa-
tion.

7

killed, UKPNP says

serlously injured

UN experts raised
concerns

In a letter to Pakistan’s gov-
ernment, the experts ques-
tioned whether the listing met
international standards. They
expressed concern that the
committee might have been
targeted because of its politi-
cal, labour and human rights
work.

The experts also raised alle-
gations of unlawful killings,
arbitrary arrests, excessive
force and communication re-
strictions during protests. In-
dependent inquiries would be
needed to establish the cir-
cumstances of the reported
violence.
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Jailer 2 set for

uperstar

R a -
jinikanth’s ac-
tion film Jailer 2
is set to make its
digital debut on Prime
Video on November 12. The
announcement comes as the
film continues its theatrical
run following an impressive
box-office performance.

Directed by Nelson Dilip-
kumar, the sequel sees Ra-
jinikanth return as Tiger
Muthuvel Pandian. The film
will be available in Tamil,
Telugu, Hindi, Malayalam
and Kannada across India
and more than 240 countries
and territories.

The film has reportedly
collected over X820 crore
worldwide. According to
Sacnilk, its gross collection
in India stood at 3545.30
crore, while its net collec-
tion reached 3466.22 crore
by the 22nd day.

Speaking about the film's
digital release, director Nel-
son said the audience's re-
sponse to the first Jailer in-
spired the team to take the
sequel's story, action and
emotional elements to a big-

Lara Dutta calls Kaikeyi
history’s most
misunderstood woman

ctor Lara Dutta has ex-
pressed gratitude for
being part of director

Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana,
which released in theatres on
Thursday.

The actor, who plays Queen
Kaikeyi in the mythological

Prime Video
release

ger
level.

He €eX-
pressed happiness over
bringing the film to Prime
Video and making both in-
stalments available to audi-
ences worldwide.

Produced by Kalanithi
Maran under the Sun Pic-
tures banner, Jailer 2 fea-
tures special appearances
by Mohanlal, Hrithik Ro-
shan and Vijay Sethupathi.
The supporting cast in-
cludes S. J. Suryah, Shi-
varajkumar, Vidya Balan,
Ramya Krishnan, Mithun
Chakraborty and Yogi
Babu, among others. An-
irudh Ravichander has com-
posed the music.

The story follows retired
jailer Muthuvel Pandian,
whose peaceful family life is
disrupted by an international
idol-smuggling racket. He
goes undercover as a driver
to expose the gang, stop its
activities and protect his
family.

Kartik Aaryan turns producer

in dance-based film

g I Yhe trailer of Janarinda
Naanu Mele Bande,
starring Gandharvaraj

Shankar, was released by se-

nior director Sunil Kumar

Singh, who wished the team

success. Producer Suresh

Gowdru, known for the film

Gaja, was also present at the

event.

B. Hemavathi, from Nettig-
ere Bolara village, is produc-
ing the film under the Manju-
nath Cinemas banner. Navilu-
gari Naveen P. B. has directed
the film and also appears in a
supporting role.

Gandharvaraj Shankar
plays the lead role, while
Mangaluru-based Apthi Pat-
wardhan and Mysuru's Kruth-
ika Diwakar play the female
leads. Senior actors Vinodraj
and Abhijit appear in special
roles. The cast also includes
Shailaja Dwarakish and Shi-
vakumar Aradhya.

Pranav Satish has com-
posed the music, while T. R.
Gautam has handled cinema-
tography and editing. Pruthvi-
raj Sanki and Bhuvan M. S.

have written the lyrics, and
Chamaraja Master has cho-
reographed the songs.

The director has developed
the story, screenplay and dia-
logues based on an incident in
Chennai four years ago and
observations in Mangaluru.
He has also written the lyrics
for two songs, adding com-
mercial elements to the film.

The story centres on two
young men who share a pas-
sion for dance. One is a boy
from a slum who dreams of

becoming a dancer, while the
other is an educated student
who leaves formal education
behind and considers dance
his entire world. Their paths
eventually cross as they work
towards a common dream.
The film explores their strug-
gles, public support and jour-
ney towards success through
humour and entertainment.

Shot in Bengaluru and
Melukote, the film is sched-
uled for release in the second
week of November.

Chiranjeevi to attend Kaaka

with Kabir Khan’s Ladaku

ctor Kartik Aaryan is
set to make his debut
as a producer with

filmmaker Kabir Khan's up-
coming film Ladaku. The
makers have announced June
18, 2027, as the worldwide
theatrical release date.

Birla Studios made the an-
nouncement on Wednesday,
revealing that the film will be
produced by Birla Studios
and Kabir Khan Entertain-
ment. Kartik will star in the
film and co-produce it under
his banner, Dopamine Stu-
dios.

Described as an inspiring
family entertainer, Ladaku is
based on an extraordinary re-
al-life story of ambition, de-
termination and hope. Further
details about the storyline,

supporting cast and technical
crew have not yet been re-
vealed.

The film marks the reunion
of Kartik and Kabir Khan af-
ter their 2024 sports drama
Chandu Champion. Inspired
by the life of India's first |
Paralympic gold medallist '
Murlikant Petkar, the film
received critical apprecia- |
tion and earned Kartik his
first National Film Award
for Best Actor, which he |
shared with Malayalam ac-
tor Mammootty. ‘

Meanwhile, Kartik is |
also preparing for Captain |
India, directed by Shimit |
Amin. The film is expect-
ed to release in 2027, mak-
ing it a busy year for the
actor.

Song lau

LY

nch in USA

Megastar Chiranjeevi is expected to visit the United

States in December for the launch of a song from

the film's sets.

his upcoming film Kaaka. Music composer Thaman
revealed the news through a social media post fea-
turing a monochrome picture with Chiranjeevi from

The announcement has excited fans, who are ea-
gerly waiting for details about the actor's US visit
and the song's release date. Meanwhile, the film's
team is working to complete production and begin
promotional activities.

Directed by Bobby Kolli, Kaaka is scheduled to
release in theatres on January 13, 2027. The film
features Anaswara Rajan, Nivetha Pethuraj, Getup
Srinu and Anurag Kashyap in important roles. KVN

Productions is backing the project.

responds to criticism
over Marathi accent

ctor Shraddha Kapoor

has responded to crit-

icism over her
Marathi dialogue delivery
and accent in the trailer of
her upcoming film Eetha.
The actor said she rarely
checks her phone and prefers
to concentrate on her work
rather than pay attention to
negative comments.

During a recent ques-
tion-and-answer session on
social media, a fan asked
Shraddha how she deals with
criticism. She replied that
she does not really handle
criticism and hardly finds
time to check even her
WhatsApp messages.

The actor added that her
habit of staying away from
her phone has sometimes an-
noyed directors, producers
and friends. She said she
was more interested in get- |
ting opportunities to work J
than dealing with online
criticism. y

In Eetha, Shraddha #7%
portrays Vithabai |
Narayangaonkar, a
celebrated Maha-
rashtra folk per-
former known for
her contribution to
Lavani and
Tamasha. Direct-
ed by Laxman
Utekar, the bi-
ographical drama
is inspired by
Vithabai's life and jour-
ney in traditional folk
theatre. b

Produced by Dinesh
Vijan and Laxman
Utekar, the film also
features Moham-
med Zeeshan
Ayyub and Sid-
dharth Jadhav in
important roles.

Music has been composed by
Ajay-Atul. The film is sched-
uled to release in theatres on
December 4, 2026.

Vithabai Narayangaonkar
began performing at a young
age and became one of Maha-
rashtra's most respected folk
artistes. Popularly known as
the 'Tamasha Samradini', she
received national recognition
for her contribution to the tra-
ditional art form. Her legacy
continues through the Vithabai
Narayangaonkar Lifetime
Achievement Award instituted
by the Mabharashtra
govern-
ment.

Actor Regina Cassandra
says the importance of a
character matters more to her
than its screen time. Having

recently played several

negative roles in Telugu and
Tamil films, she wants to
explore varied characters
instead of focusing only on

leading parts.

Speaking ahead of her latest
Tamil film release, Regina
explained that her career

choices reflect her interest in

trying different roles. She said
she enjoys playing positive
and negative characters, as

well as lead and special roles,

provided they offer something

meaningful to perform.
For Regina, the length of
arole is less important
than its substance and
contribution to the story.
She believes a character
with depth can create an
opportunity to display her
abilities, regardless of how
long she appears on screen.
Challenging parts, she added,
allow her to explore different
aspects of acting and bring
variety to her work.

The actor said she does
not want a fixed image to
restrict the opportunities she
considers. Her focus remains
on strengthening her career
through interesting choices
and continuing to work
across different kinds of films.
Regina also revealed that
she is signing more projects,
with her attention firmly on
characters that offer scope
for a strong, memorable
performance.

epic, described her character
as one of history’s most mis-
understood women.

Sharing pictures of her look
from the film on Instagram,
Lara penned an emotional
note about her journey with
the project. She said it was a
privilege to portray a mother
whose actions changed the
course of history.

The actor said she wanted
to bring out Kaikeyi’s human
side, including her emotions,
struggles, vulnerabilities,
guilt and regret. She also
hoped audiences would look
beyond the traditional per-
ception of the character and
understand her important role
in the story.

Lara thanked producer Na-
mit Malhotra, director Nitesh
Tiwari and the entire cast and
crew for giving her the oppor-
tunity. She also remembered
her late father and expressed
her wish that he could have
been present to witness this
special moment.

Directed by Nitesh Tiwari,
Ramayana features Ranbir
Kapoor as Lord Rama, Sai
Pallavi as Sita and Yash as
Ravana. Lara plays Kaikeyi,
who asks King Dasharatha to
make her son Bharata the
king and send Rama into exile
for 14 years.

Keerthy Suresh opens up about
interfaith marriage challenges

ctor Keerthy Suresh has opened up
Aabout the challenges she faced while

convincing her family to accept her re-
lationship with businessman Antony Thattil.
The actor revealed that her mother, veteran ac-
tress Menaka, discovered their relationship by
reading her diary during her college days.

In a recent conversation with Curly Tales,
Keerthy recalled that she began dating Antony
in January 2010, shortly after completing Class
12. She said her mother found details of their
relationship in her diary and confronted her
about it. The incident also made her stop writ-
ing diaries, despite having enjoyed the habit.

Speaking about their interfaith relationship,
Keerthy said Antony's Christian background
led to difficulties at home. She added that con-
vincing her family took considerable time. The
couple first met in December 2009 and dated
for 15 years before getting married on Decem-
ber 12, 2024, in Goa.

Keerthy and Antony exchanged vows in tra-
ditional Tamil Hindu and Malayali Christian
ceremonies in the presence of family members
and close friends.

On the professional front, Keerthy was re-
cently seen in Akka, a Netflix crime drama
directed by Dharmaraj Shetty. The series,
which premiered on October 30, 2026, also
stars Radhika Apte and Tanvi Azmi in import-
ant roles.

Regina
Cassandra

says strong
roles matter
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CRISTIANO RONALDO retires
frominternational football

Portuguese superstar brings a remarkable 23-year national team journey to a close,
leaving behind an extraordinary legacy of records, triumphs & unforgettable moments.

LISBON

Portuguese football legend
Cristiano Ronaldo announced
his retirement from interna-
tional football on Thursday,
bringing an end to an illustri-
ous 23-year career with the
national team. The 41-year-
old forward confirmed his
decision through an emotion-
al video message shared on
Instagram, expressing grati-
tude for the opportunity to
represent Portugal and de-
scribing the journey as one
that changed his life forever.
He also announced that it was
time to hand over the iconic
number seven shirt to the next
generation.

Ronaldo made his interna-
tional debut in August 2003
as a substitute against Ka-
zakhstan. Since then, he has

become Portugal's all-time
leading goal-scorer, recording
146 goals in 234 appearances.
Reflecting on his journey, the
Al-Nassr striker said repre-
senting his country had al-
ways been a privilege and
responsibility. He acknowl-
edged that his international
career involved unforgettable
victories, painful defeats and
moments that strengthened
his connection with support-
ers. He also stressed that foot-
ball was about people rather
than merely goals, records
and trophies.

The five-time Ballon d'Or
winner also holds several in-
dividual honours, including
three UEFA Men's Player of
the Year awards and four Eu-
ropean Golden Boots. In his
farewell message, Ronaldo
thanked his teammates,

"| spent my life working to
become the best player in
the world. Today, | realise

that my greatest victory was
earning the honour of representing
the best country in the world."

-Cristiano Ronaldo,
Portuguese footballer

coaches, medical profession-
als, support staff and family
members for their contribu-
tions throughout his career.
He encouraged young Portu-
guese footballers to dream
big, remain determined and
continue creating new mile-
stones for the country. He fur-
ther assured supporters that
he would continue cheering
for Portugal despite ending
his playing career at interna-
tional level.

Concluding his message,
Ronaldo said, "I spent my life

working to become the best
player in the world. Today,
I realise that my greatest
victory was earning the
honour of representing the
best country in the %
world." His announce-
ment comes after the
Portuguese Football
Federation handed
him a 30-day sus- /
pension and a /&
€255 fine in Oc-
tober following &
his departure
from
the goses
na-
tion-
al team's training
camp ahead of a match
against  Denmark. Despite
retiring, Ronaldo said his
pride in representing Portugal
would remain forever.

Tanvi Patri
enters historic
Youth Olympics
badminton final

DAKAR

Indian shuttler Tanvi Patri
created history by becoming
the first Indian badminton
player to reach the women's
singles final at the Youth
Olympic Games. The
15-year-old secured her place
in the gold medal match after
defeating Japan's second seed,
Yuzuno Watanabe, 21-14, 11-
21, 21-19 in a thrilling
semi-final on Wednesday. Her
achievement also guaranteed
India its first-ever women's
singles medal in badminton at
the Youth Olympic Games.

The 54-minute contest wit-
nessed an intense battle be-
tween the two players, with
both displaying determination
and impressive court cover-
age. Tanvi started strongly,
taking the opening game 21-
14. However, Watanabe re-
sponded in the second game,
dominating the exchanges to
claim it 21-11 and force a de-
cider. With a place in the final
at stake, the third game
proved closely contested as
neither player managed to es-
tablish a comfortable advan-
tage.

Tanvi held her nerve during
the crucial moments of the
deciding game, eventually se-
curing a 21-19 victory to
complete the memorable win.
The result marked a signifi-
cant milestone for Indian bad-
minton, as she became the
first Indian woman to reach
the final of the event.

Her achievement also en-
sured the country's first medal
in the women's singles cate-
gory at the Youth Olympic
Games.

India has previously enjoyed
success in the competition's
badminton events. HS Prannoy
won a silver medal at the inau-
gural Youth Olympic Games in
Singapore in 2010, while Lak-
shya Sen finished runner-up in
Buenos Aires in 2018.

CSK secure Livingstone and Edwards in 4-player trade

NEW DELHI

Chennai Super Kings have
strengthened their squad
ahead of the Indian Premier
League 2027 auction by ac-
quiring all-rounders Liam
Livingstone and Jack Ed-
wards from Sunrisers Hy-
derabad in a four-player
trade. In exchange, CSK
have released pacers
Khaleel Ahmed and Nathan
Ellis to the Hyder-
abad-based franchise.
Livingstone will join
Chennai at a reduced salary

MOHALI

Indian men’s hockey cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh
scored his 250th goal for
the senior national team
during India’s emphatic
8-1 victory over South
Korea in the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy Punjab
2026 semi-final on
Wednesday. The mile-
stone came through a
penalty corner in the
ninth minute, adding an-
other landmark to the de-
fender’s remarkable inter-
national career.

India dominated the
contest at the Olympian
Balbir Singh Senior Inter-
national Hockey Stadium,
with Shilanand Lakra and
Dilpreet Singh scoring
twice each. Harmanpreet,
Sukhjeet Singh, Angad
Bir Singh and Vivek
Sagar Prasad also found
the net. Sangjun Han
scored South Korea’s
only goal. India’s five-
goal first-half advantage
reflected their attacking
superiority and control of
the match.

The hosts opened the
scoring in the fourth min-
ute through Shilanand,
who deflected a pass into
the net. South Korea

of %6 crore, compared to
the %13 crore that Sunrisers
Hyderabad had invested in
him at the auction. The
move gives CSK an experi-
enced all-rounder at a sig-
nificantly lower cost as
they prepare for the upcom-
ing season.

Australian all-rounder
Edwards will join Chennai
at his existing salary of 33
crore. Meanwhile, Khaleel
Ahmed and Nathan Ellis
will move to Sunrisers Hy-
derabad at their current sal-
aries of 4.8 crore and 32

equalised five minutes
later, but Harmanpreet re-
stored India’s lead with a
powerful drag-flick from
a penalty corner. Shilan-
and struck again in the
13th minute before Sukh-
jeet, Dilpreet and Angad
extended the advantage.
Dilpreet’s second goal in
the 25th minute gave In-
dia a commanding 6-1
lead at half-time.

India continued their
attacking display after the
break, with Angad scor-
ing in the 36th minute
and Vivek completing the
tally in the 54th. Dilpreet
was named Player of the
Match for his two goals.
Japan secured the other
final spot after defeating
Malaysia 5-3 in a
shootout following a
goalless semi-final.

The five-time champi-
ons, who remained un-
beaten throughout the
league stage, will face
Japan in the final in Mo-
hali on Thursday. India
will aim to defend their
title and secure a re-
cord-extending sixth
Asian Champions Trophy
crown. Harmanpreet’s
250-goal milestone adds
further significance to an
impressive campaign.
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crore, respectively. The ex-
change allows both fran-
chises to reshape their
squads according to their
requirements.

The four-player deal
marks an important devel-
opment in the teams’ prepa-
rations for the 2027 season.
Chennai have added two

all-rounders to strengthen
their options, while Hyder-
abad have secured two pace
bowlers to reinforce their
bowling department.

With the IPL 2027 auc-
tion approaching, the trade
is expected to influence
both teams’ squad-building
strategies. Livingstone’s
reduced salary also gives
Chennai greater financial
flexibility, while the arrival
of Khaleel and Ellis pro-
vides Sunrisers with addi-
tional pace-bowling options
ahead of the new campaign.

Mbappe reaches 100
Champions League
goal contributions

ATHENS

Real Madrid forward Ky-
lian Mbappe became the
. second-fastest player to
. register 100 goal contri-

7 against AEK Athens

with an equalising goal in the 78th
minute of Real Madrid's Champi-
ons League encounter against
AEK Athens. His latest contribu-

, butions in UEFA
| Champions League
history after scoring

on Wednesday. The
French international
reached the milestone
in 102 appearances,
recording 74 goals
and 26 assists in the
competition. Argen-
tina's Lionel Messi
remains the fastest
to achieve the feat,

having reached the

landmark in 101
matches. Mbappe
achieved the record

Kylian Mbappe reaches
100 Champions League
goal contributions in 102
appearances, becoming
the second-fastest
player behind Lionel
Messi's historic record.

finish in the 32nd minute to bring
Madrid back into the contest.
AEK Athens regained the advan-

tion further strengthened his posi-
tion among Europe's most influen-
tial attacking players. Cristiano
Ronaldo continues to hold the
overall record for the most Cham-
pions League goal contributions,
with 182, comprising 140 goals
and 42 assists.

The match in Athens witnessed
an eventful contest as the home side
initially took the lead through
Aboubakary Koita in the 12th min-
ute, following an assist from Luka
Jovic. Real Madrid thought they
had equalised through a Vinicius Jr
cross that found the net, but the
goal was disallowed after Jude Bell-
ingham was ruled offside. However,
Bellingham made an impact shortly
afterwards, producing a backheel

tage in the 75th minute when Koi-
ta assisted Stavro Pilo, putting the
hosts in a strong position. Madrid
responded three minutes later as
Mbappe converted a cross from
Denzel Dumfries to restore parity.
With the match approaching its
conclusion, Federico Valverde de-
livered a powerful strike into the
top corner to secure a dramatic 3-2
victory for Real Madrid.

The result highlighted Madrid's
late attacking resilience, while
Mbappe's achievement added an-
other significant milestone to his
European career. Reaching 100 goal
contributions in just 102 appearanc-
es places him immediately behind
Messi in the competition's fastest
achievers, underlining his remark-
able impact in European football.

GURUGRAM

The International Schools
Sports Organisation (ISSO)
National Basketball Champi-
onship 2026 concluded in Gu-
rugram, with Corvuss Ameri-
can Academy winning the
Under-19 Boys title and host
school The Shri Ram School,
Moulsari claiming the Un-
der-14 Girls championship.
The tournament, held at The
Shri Ram School, brought to-
gether 60 teams from interna-
tional schools across the
country, providing young
players a platform to compete
and showcase their skills.

In the Under-19 Boys cate-
gory, Corvuss American
Academy emerged as champi-
ons, while The Shri Ram
School, Moulsari finished
runners-up. PSG-Clifton In-
ternational School secured
third place. Adith Alex of
Dhirubhai Ambani Interna-
tional School received the
Most Valuable Player award,
while Abeer Aggarwal of the

host school was named Most
Promising Player.

The host school enjoyed
success in the Under-14 Girls
category, securing the cham-
pionship title on home courts.
KC High International School
finished second, followed by
Don Bosco International
School in third place. Nyra
Khosla of The Shri Ram
School, Moulsari was ad-
judged the Most Valuable
Player, while Pragnya Kodan
of KC High International

School received the Most
Promising Player award.
ISSO Director Gaurav Dix-
it praised the young athletes
and highlighted the growing
standard of school basketball,
particularly among girls. “The
energy and determination dis-
played by these young basket-
ball players reflect the im-
mense sporting potential
within our schools,” he said.
He added that the organisa-
tion aimed to provide talented
athletes with meaningful

Corvuss and Shri Ram win national basketball titles

“The energy and determina-
tion displayed by these
young baskethall players re-

flect the immense sporting po-
tential within our schools.”

-Gaurav Dixit,

Director, ISSO

competition and pathways to
higher levels of sport. Dixit
also thanked the host school
for supporting the champion-
ship.

The event concluded with
the felicitation of winning
teams and individual award
recipients.

ISSO said its national
championships provide path-
ways to the School Games
Federation of India and the
International School Sport
Federation, helping school
athletes progress from grass-
roots competitions to national
and international platforms.

The tournament also cele-
brated teamwork, discipline,
perseverance and sports-
manship among participat-
ing students.

NEW DELHI

Indian tennis legends Sania
Mirza and Mahesh Bhupathi
have been elected to the
All-India Tennis Association
(AITA) General Body as rep-
resentatives of sportspersons
of outstanding merit (SOM).
Their inclusion marks an im-
portant step towards greater
athlete participation in the ad-
ministration of Indian tennis,
with both former players now
entering the federation’s gov-
erning structure.

The AITA’s amended con-
stitution provides for four
SOM representatives in its
General Body, including two
men and two women. Of
these, two representatives,
one from each category, will
also be included in the
15-member Executive Com-

Sania Mirza,

Mahesh Bhupathi join AITA general body

mittee. Attention will now
turn to the committee elec-
tions scheduled for Thursday,
where Mirza and Bhupathi
will seek positions in the de-
cision-making body.

The selection process forms
part of wider governance re-
forms introduced under the
National Sports Governance
Act and the National Sports
Bodies Rules, 2026. The AITA
received 26 applications for
the SOM positions, including
18 from men and eight from
women. Other applicants in-
cluded former Indian players
Rohan Bopanna, Anand Amr-
itraj and Gaurav Natekar.

Bhupathi, a former world
number one in doubles, won
12 Grand Slam titles, com-
prising four in men’s doubles
and eight in mixed doubles.
He also enjoyed a successful

partnership with Leander
Paes, with whom he claimed
several major titles. Mirza
reached the world number one
position in women’s doubles
in 2015 and secured six
Grand Slam crowns, winning
three each in women’s and
mixed doubles. She retired
from professional tennis in
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February 2023.

The AITA is scheduled to
conduct its elections on No-
vember 27. The inclusion of
established former players is
expected to strengthen ath-
letes’ representation in tennis
administration and give them
a greater role in shaping the
sport’s future in India.
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