
DHAKA/NEW DELHI

Bangladesh police on Tues-
day said student leader Sharif 
Osman Hadi was killed due to 
“political vengeance” and 
filed a charge sheet against 17 
people in connection with the 
murder, alleging the involve-
ment of leaders and activists 
linked to the now-banned 
Awami League and its student 
wing, Chhatra League.
According to investigators, 
Hadi had emerged as a vocal 

critic of the Awami League 
and Chhatra League in the pe-
riod leading up to his death. 
Through public rallies and 
social media posts, he had re-
peatedly condemned what he 
described as past violence and 
intimidation carried out by the 
two organisations. Police said 
these statements angered sev-
eral leaders and activists, ulti-
mately leading to a conspira-
cy to eliminate him.
Md Shafiqul Islam, Addition-
al Commissioner of the Dha-

ka Metropolitan Police’s De-
tective Branch, said the kill-
ing was carried out with clear 
political intent. He stated that 
the charge sheet detailed the 
roles of 17 accused persons, 
including planners, facilita-
tors and those directly in-
volved in the attack.
The alleged shooter, Faisal 
Karim Masud, was directly 
associated with the Chhatra 
League, the student wing of 
deposed Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami 

League party, police said. In-
vestigators claimed Masud 
acted on instructions from se-
nior figures and received lo-
gistical support before and 
after the attack.
Police added that call re-
cords, digital evidence and 
witness statements had been 
collected to substantiate the 
charges. Several of the ac-
cused are currently in custo-
dy, while efforts are under-
way to arrest others who re-
main absconding.

Hadi killed due to political vendetta, charge sheet names 17
POLITICAL MURDER PROBE
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The Truth Speaks

Siddaramaiah becomes 
K’taka’s longest-serving CM

Siddaramaiah becomes Karnataka’s longest-serving CM, completing 7 years 
240 days, surpassing Devaraj Urs, celebrating milestone in Mysuru

MYSURU 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Tuesday became Karnata-
ka’s longest-serving Chief 
Minister, completing 7 years 
and 240 days in office, sur-
passing the 7 years and 239 
days served by late Congress 
leader Devaraj Urs. Marking 
the milestone in Mysuru, Sid-
daramaiah signed a commem-
orative banner to celebrate the 
achievement.

Siddaramaiah described 
surpassing Urs’s record as 
“a mere coincidence” and 
reflected on his long politi-
cal journey. Both leaders 
share a connection to Mysu-
ru district and the Congress 
party. Siddaramaiah cur-
rently represents Varuna As-
sembly, while Urs had won 
from Hunsur Assembly. 
Both served two terms as 
Chief Ministers, with Sid-
daramaiah holding office 
from 2013–2018 and 2023 
to the present, and Urs serv-
ing from 1972–1977 and 
1978–1980.

Speaking to the media, 
Siddaramaiah expressed sat-
isfaction over his service to 
the people and emphasized 
his commitment to social 
justice. He highlighted his 
political path, from aspiring 
MLA to serving as Deputy 
Chief Minister, Leader of 
Opposit ion,  and finally 
Chief Minister. 

On his future as Chief 
Minister, he expressed con-
fidence in continuing in the 
role, subject to party leader-
ship decisions, and reaf-
firmed his dedication to ad-
dressing social inequality 
and working for the welfare 
of Karnataka’s citizens. He 
said, “The decision regard-
ing the term must be taken 
by the senior party leader-
ship. I am confident of com-
pleting my tenure as Chief 
Minister.” Regarding queries 
about surpassing former 
Chief Minister Devaraj Urs’s 
r eco rd ,  he  s a id  “Th i s 
achievement has happened 
naturally.” 

 More on page 3

The people have given me 
the opportunity to serve 
as CM for a longer period. I 
do not view this as a 
record, nor should anyone 
else. I consider it a 
privilege to serve the 
people.

—Siddaramaiah, K’taka CM

D K Shivakumar says ‘Good 
luck’ for Siddaramaiah

Union Min Pralhad Joshi 
mocks Siddaramaiah’s rule

Bengaluru 
Karnataka Deputy 

Chief Minister D 
K Shivakumar on 
Tuesday wished 

Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah 

"good luck" after 
the latter expressed confidence 

about completing a full five-year 
term in office. Responding to a 

question on Siddaramaiah’s re-
marks, Shivakumar told reporters, 

"Let good things happen. I wish 
him all the best. Good luck." 

Bengaluru 
The opposition BJP 
in Karnataka on 
Tuesday took a dig 
at Siddaramaiah 
for his ‘failures.’
There was no 
reason for people 
to feel happy about Siddaramaiah 
becoming the longest serving 
Chief Minister because of “corrup-
tion, bickering, financial crisis in 
the state government and lack of 
development work”, Union Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi told reporters

BJP to launch campaign to 
spread awareness about G RAM G
BENGALURU

 
The BJP in Karnataka will 
soon launch a statewide cam-
paign to spread awareness 
about the VB-G RAM G, 
party state president B Y Vi-
jayendra said on Tuesday.

The Shikaripura MLA said 
the decision was taken be-
cause the ruling Congress is 
spreading disinformation 
about the VB-G-RAM-G. 
The Viksit Bharat—Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajee-
vika  Miss ion  (Gramin) 
(VB—G RAM G) Act was 
passed by the Parliament 
recent ly,  rep lac ing  the 
UPA-era rural employment 
act, MGNREGA.

The Congress has criti-
cised the new act.
“The BJP will launch an 
awareness campaign about 
the VB-G RAM G. We have 
formed a state-level team 
that includes BJP state gener-
al secretary Kudachi Rajeev, 
MPs Kota Srinivas Pujari, 
Eeranna Kadadi.There will 
also be district and Taluk lev-
el teams,” Vijayendra said in 
a press conference here.

He said the idea is to make 
the information about VB-G 
RAM G reach every village 
of the state so that there is no 
confusion among people.

The VB-G RAM G Bill (Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)), introduced in late 

2025, replaces MGNREGA to provide 125 days of guar-
anteed wage work (up from 100) for rural households, 

enhancing livelihood security with stronger transparency, 
focus on asset creation, weekly wages, unemployment 
allowance, and a revised Centre-State funding model

Key Features & Changes from MGNREGA:
n �Enhanced Employment: 

Guarantees 125 days of 
work per household an-
nually (vs. 100), making it 
the standard entitlement 
rather than exceptional.

n �Wage Payments: Man-
dates weekly payments 
or within 15 days of work, 
with delay compensation.

n �Funding Shift: A centrally 
sponsored scheme with a 
60:40 Centre-State fund-
ing ratio for most states 
(vs. MGNREGA’s full cen-
tral funding for wages).

n �Work Pauses: Allows 
states to permit 60 days of 
pause for crucial sowing/ to 
ensure labor availability.

LUCKNOW 

As many as 2.89 crore voters, 
who made up 18.70 per cent of 
the total electorate in Uttar 
Pradesh, were removed from 
the draft electoral rolls pub-
lished on Tuesday after the 
controversial Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of voter rolls.

The state has topped the list 
of voter deletions in the country 
after the initial phase of SIR.

According to Chief Elector-
al Officer (CEO) Navdeep 
Rinwa, the remaining 12.55 
crore voters out of the total 
15.44 crore listed earlier have 
made it to the draft voter list.

"The draft electoral roll now 
contains 12.55 crore voters 
and covers all 75 districts and 
403 assembly constituencies 
of the state," he said at a press 
conference. The CEC claimed 
the 2.89 crore voters could not 
be included in the draft list due 
to deaths, permanent migration 
or multiple registrations.

According to the CEO, out 
of 15,44,30,092 voters in the 

October 27, 2025 electoral 
roll, enumeration forms were 
received for 12,55,56,025 vot-
ers, accounting for 81.30 per 
cent of the electorate.

Giving details about the de-
leted voters, Rinwa said 46.23 
lakh voters (2.99 per cent) 

were found to be deceased, 
while 2.57 crore voters (14.06 
per cent) had either perma-
nently migrated or were not 
available during the verifica-
tion process.

Another 25.47 lakh voters 
(1.65 per cent) were found to 
be registered at more than one 
place. 

"The Commission has 
capped voters per polling sta-
tion at 1,200 instead of the ear-
lier norm of 1,500. To meet this 
requirement, around 15,030 
new polling stations were cre-
ated across the state," he said.

2.89 crore voters removed from 
draft rolls in Uttar Pradesh

UP VOTER ENUMERATION STATISTICS
Total Voters: 15,44,30,092
DELETED/REMOVED VOTERS:

Deceased: 46.23 lakh (2.99%)

Duplicate Registrations: 25.47 lakh (1.65%)

Permanently Migrated / NA: 2.57 cr (14.06%)

Karur Stampede: CBI summons 
actor Vijay for questioning

CHENNAI
 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has summoned 
actor and Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) chief Vijay for 
questioning on January 12 in 
connection with the Karur 
stampede case. This follows 
the Supreme Court’s transfer 
of the investigation to the CBI 
in October 2025, which had 
already seen top TVK leaders 
being questioned. The Karur 
tragedy occurred on Septem-
ber 27, 2025, during a political 
rally organized by Vijay at Ve-
luswamypuram. A combina-
tion of factors, including poor 
crowd management and a de-
layed arrival of the actor, re-
portedly triggered the stam-
pede, resulting in 41 deaths 
and numerous injuries. Vijay, 
who had recently launched his 
party’s campaign ahead of the 
Assembly elections, faced in-
tense criticism and later met 
victims’ families to apologise.

Originally, the case was in-
vestigated by a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) appointed 

by the Madras High Court. 
The Supreme Court, respond-
ing to petitions including one 
by TVK general secretary 
Aadhav Arjuna, transferred the 
probe to the CBI on October 
13, 2025, citing the need for a 
fair and impartial investiga-
tion. A three-member commit-
tee led by former SC judge 
Justice Ajay Rastogi, along 
with two senior IPS officers 
from outside Tamil Nadu, was 
set up to monitor the inquiry.

Officials indicated that Vi-
jay’s questioning could be a 
precursor to filing a charge 
sheet, marking a critical de-
velopment in the case that 
continues to draw national 
attention.

NEW DELHI
 

A Delhi court on Tuesday 
granted Congress leader So-
nia Gandhi additional time to 
file her response to a plea 
challenging a magistrate’s or-
der that refused to probe alle-
gations related to the inclu-
sion of her name in the elec-
toral rolls before she 
acquired Indian citi-
zenship in 1983. The 
court extended the 
deadline till Febru-
ary 7, the next date 
of hearing.

The matter came 
up before Judge Gogne, who 
had earlier, on December 9, 
issued notices to Sonia Gand-
hi and the Delhi Police seek-
ing their replies to the plea. 
When the case was taken up 
on Tuesday, Gandhi’s counsel 
sought more time to file a de-
tailed response, which was 
allowed by the court.

The plea arises from a com-

plaint filed by advocate Vikas 
Tripathi, vice-president of the 
Central Delhi Court Bar Asso-
ciation at Rouse Avenue 
courts. Tripathi had alleged 
that Gandhi’s name was added 
to the New Delhi constituen-
cy’s electoral rolls in January 
1980, three years before she 
formally became an Indian cit-

izen in 1983. He had 
claimed this amount-
ed to forgery and 
cheating of a public 
authority. However, 
the magistrate had 
dismissed the com-
plaint in a Septem-

ber 11 order, observing that it 
was legally untenable and 
lacked substantive material. 

Challenging this dismissal, 
Tripathi moved the present 
plea, which is now pending 
consideration. The court will 
hear the matter next on Febru-
ary 7 after responses from 
Sonia Gandhi and the police 
are placed on record.

Court grants more time to 
Sonia Gandhi to respond 

on electoral roll plea

‘Will Trump kidnap our PM?’: Chavan’s statement kicks up row
NEW DELHI 

Senior Congress leader and 
former Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Prithviraj Chavan 
has stirred a political row by 
asking whether US President 
Donald Trump could “kid-
nap” Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, similar to the alleged 
seizure of Venezuelan Presi-

dent Nicolas Maduro. The 
comment came during an in-
terview with IANS while dis-
cussing US tariffs on India. 
Chavan questioned, “Will In-
dia witness what happened in 
Venezuela? Will Trump kid-
nap our Prime Minister?”

US commandos reportedly 
seized Maduro and his wife 
Cilia Flores in Venezuela with 

military support, sparking 
global attention. He criticized 
the Indian government for its 
perceived silence, noting that 
nations like Russia and China 
had condemned the US ac-
tions. Chavan compared In-
dia’s response to previous in-
ternational incidents, includ-
ing the Ukraine war and the 
Israel-Hamas conflict, arguing 

that India has refrained from 
taking a firm stand due to fear 
of the US.

The BJP swiftly condemned 
Chavan’s statements. BJP na-
tional spokesperson Pradeep 
Bhandari accused him of 
“shamelessly comparing India 
to Venezuela” and said the re-
marks revealed an “anti-India 
mindset.”

QUICK READ
1 arrested for ‘spying’ on 
Ambala Air Force station

Grok AI Content: Govt asks 
X to submit report today

AMBALA
Haryana Police on Tues-

day arrested a man for 
allegedly spying on the 
Ambala Air Force Sta-

tion and sharing sensi-
tive information with Pa-

kistan. The accused, 
Sunil Kumar, a resident 
of Sabka village in Am-

bala’s Saha area, had re-
portedly been in contact 
with a woman on a Paki-

stani social media plat-
form for the past seven 
months. Police said he 

frequently visited the Air 
Force Station, stayed in 
touch with a contractor 

working there, and 
shared his location, pho-
tos and videos through a 

mobile application. In-
vestigators suspect a 

honey-trap angle. A lo-
cal court remanded him 

to four days of police 
custody as investiga-

tions continue.
 Related report on page 6

NEW DELHI 
The government has giv-
en X an additional time 
till January 7 to submit a 
detailed Action Taken 
Report after it issued a 
stern warning to the Elon 
Musk-led social media 
platform over indecent 
and sexually-explicit 
content being generated 
through misuse of AI-
based services like ‘Grok’ 
and other tools. On Fri-
day, the government di-
rected X to immediately 
remove all vulgar, ob-
scene and unlawful con-
tent, especially generat-
ed by Grok (X’s built-in 
artificial intelligence in-
terface) or face action 
under the law. The minis-
try had also asked the 
US-based social media 
firm to submit a detailed 
action taken report 
(ATR) within 72 hours of 
the directive (effectively 
by January 5).
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Instill scientific Temper and Rational 
Thinking among kids: Dr Mahadevappa
MYSURU

Students should, along with 
their academic activities, culti-
vate interests in art, literature, 
and cultural pursuits, and 
teachers must sow the seeds of 
scientific temper and rational 
thinking among students, said 
Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa, Min-
ister for Social Welfare and 
District In-charge Minister.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the district-level Pratibha 
Karanji cultural festival at the 
high school section of Maha-
raja College here on Tuesday, 
he said Mysuru district is the 
cradle of art, literature, ar-
chaeology, and music. During 
his reign, Sri Nalwadi Krish-

naraja Wadiyar accorded great 
importance to education and 
literature. Nalwadi laid the 
foundation for people’s wel-
fare even before Indepen-
dence. He initiated and 
strengthened systems related 
to education, reservations, 
w o m e n  e m p o w e r m e n t , 
healthcare, agriculture, horti-
culture, electricity, railways, 
and established institutions 
such as the Mysore Paper 
Mill and the Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat. Students should 
learn more about Nalwadi 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar.

Mysuru district must secure 
the first position in the field 
of education. Teachers should 
instill a scientific outlook 

among children and nurture 
the constitutional ideals of 
liberty, equality, and fraterni-
ty. Students should be made 
aware of freedom of expres-
sion and the Preamble of the 
Constitution, and be guided to 
emerge as responsible citizens 
of India.

Chamaraja Assembly Con-
stituency MLA K. Harish 
Gowda said the district-level 
Pratibha Karanji serves as an 
excellent platform to bring 
out children’s talents. Stu-
dents should not worry about 
winning or losing; they 
should focus on showcasing 
their talent, and success will 
come one day or the other, he 
said, inspiring the students.

K.B. Somegowda, Presi-
dent of the District Primary 
School Teachers’ Association, 
said that students participat-
ing at the district-level Prati-
bha Karanji had emerged vic-
torious after competing at the 
school, taluk, and cluster lev-
els. Reaching the district level 
itself is a result of their hard 
work. One can achieve goals 
through effort and practice. 
Students must give up lazi-
ness and enrich themselves 
with knowledge.

Present at the programme 
were D. Udayakumar, Deputy 
Director of the School Educa-
tion Department, along with 
dignitaries C.R. Nagarajaiah, 
M.R. Anantaraju, and others.

1ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AIUPWF INAUGURATED

MYSURU

Noted multi-lingual veteran 
actress Dr. Bharathi Vishnu-
vardhan inaugurated the first 
anniversary celebrations of 
the All India Unorganised 
Priests Workers Federation by 
lighting the ceremonial lamp 
at Vishnu Smaraka Bhavana, 
located near Udbur Gate on 
the outskirts of the city on 
Tuesday.

She then offered floral trib-
utes to the portraits of the 
Acharya Traya and “Sahasa 
Simha”, Karnataka Ratna Dr. 
Vishnuvardhan, and also re-
leased the 2026 calendar of 
the All India Unorganised 
Priests Workers Federation.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Bharathi Vishnuvardhan 
said she was happy to be part 
of such a programme and not-
ed that a calendar that in-
cludes the Panchanga (alma-
nac) would be very useful. 
She extended her good wish-
es, stating that those who 
serve God and pray for the 
prosperity of the nation would 

always be blessed by divine 
grace.

Former Mysuru City Cor-
poration member M. V. Ra-
maprasad  hoped that the ben-
efits provided by the govern-
ment to unorganised priests 
reach every individual. The 
organisation should grow 
stronger in the coming days 
and assured continued support 
to the federation.

The programme was attend-
ed by the organisation’s 
founder and National Presi-
dent Dr. M. B. Ananthamur-
thy; National General Secre-
tary Dr. B. N. Mahesh Kumar; 
State President Dr. Srinivasa 

Murthy; State Vice President 
Dr. Satish Sinha;  State Secre-
tary of the Akhila Karnataka 
Brahmana Mahasabha Dr. 
Lakshmidevi; Mysuru District 
Brahmin Youth Forum Gener-
al Secretary Vikram Iyengar; 
District Honorary President 
Lakshmish; President Santosh 
Kumar S. Deshik; Vice Presi-
dent M. V. Ganesh; General 
Secretary Ravishankar; Secre-
tary Gururaj; Joint Secretary 
Ravindra; Vijay Vithalacha-
rya; K. L. V. Sharma; M. N. 
Prasannakumar; Rajanna; 
Datta Kumar; Dhanush; Venu-
gopal; Santosh K. S., and sev-
eral others.

Cameras installed to survey 
tigers in Bandipur Tiger Reserve

MYSURU

As part of the All India Tiger 
Estimation Process 2026, 
camera traps and processes to 
estimate the presence of tigers 
and the density and distribu-
tion of herbivores are being 
implemented at various stages 
in the forest areas under the 
jurisdiction of Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve. 

In a press release here, 
Conservator of Forests and 
Director, Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve, said the camera trap 
survey, which is a key part of 
the estimation process, is be-
ing carried out in three phases 
using the available resources 
and involving a total of 50 
trained personnel. The first 
phase was carried out in Ban-
dipur, G.S. Betta, Kundukere 
and Gundlupet zones from 
November 25, 2025 to Janu-
ary 2, 2026 and was complet-
ed. The second phase will be 
carried out in Omkara, 
Moolehole, A.M. Gudi and 
Maddur zones from Jan 7 to 
Jan 8, and the third phase will 
be carried out in Nugu, Hedi-
yala, Moleyur, N. Begur and 
Gundre zones from Febrary 
10 to March 7, 2026. The 
field-level camera trap photo-
graphs collected will be sub-
mitted to the Karnataka Wild-

life Technical Cell, Bengaluru 
for analysis.

As part of the assessment 
process, environmental sur-
vey activities are being car-
ried out in a total of 114 beats 
of the Bandipur Tiger Reserve 
to collect direct and indirect 
evidence of tiger presence si-
multaneously, as per the 
guidelines issued by the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation Au-
thority. Further, the tigers are 
also being hunted for their 
main food sources, including 
deer, bison and other herbi-
vores.

To study Animal  
Density & Distribution
 line transects constructed at 
selected locations in a total of 
114 beats will be divided into 

2 blocks and will be carried 
out. The data collected at the 
field level is being recorded 
in the MSTrIPES software de-
veloped by the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority and 
Wildlife Service of India, 
Dehradun.

A total of 400 field person-
nel, 550 camera traps, 90 mo-
bile devices, 70 range finders 
and 50 compasses are being 
used in the All India Tiger Es-
timation 2026 process. After 
the completion of all the activ-
ities of the estimation process, 
all the data collected will be 
submitted to the National Ti-
ger Conservation Authority 
and Wildlife Service of India, 
Dehradun, through the Karna-
taka Wildlife Technical Cell, 
Bangalore, for analysis.

The NIE has been Recognised as 
Technology Business Incubator 

MYSURU

The National Institute of En-
gineering (NIE), established 
in the year 1946, a

premier engineering institu-
tion of the country, has been 
officially recognised as a 
Technology Business Incuba-
tor (TBI) under the Govern-
ment of Karnataka’s flagship 
TBI 2.0 initiative.

Under this recognition, 
NIE–TBI will receive support 
of Rs 10 crore over five years

from the Karnataka Innova-
tion &amp; Technology Soci-
ety (KITS), Government of

Karnataka. The incubator 
will function as a TBI 2.0 
Centre, with a strategic focus 
on

AgriTech, Energy, and Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI, ML), 
aligned with the objectives

of the Karnataka Startup 
Policy 2022–2027.

The TBI 2.0 initiative was 
launched to promote research, 
innovation, and startup

activity beyond Bengaluru. 
As part of the state’s “Beyond 
Bengaluru” vision, 11

new TBIs are being estab-
lished across Karnataka, ex-
cluding Bengaluru Urban

district, to strengthen re-
gional innovation ecosystems.

Technology Business Incu-
bators are specialised facili-
ties associated with academic,

technical, and research in-
stitutions that nurture technol-
ogy-based startups and

innovation-driven enterpris-
es. TBIs play a vital role in 
bridging the gap between

research and commerciali-
sation by supporting ear-
ly-stage startups during their 
most

critical phases through in-

frastructure, mentoring, fund-
ing access, and market

linkages.
Amjad Husain, CEO and 

Head of the NIE Centre for 
Innovation and Startups, stat-
ed that the NIE-TBI will fo-
cus on much-needed Agri-
Tech and Energy solutions, 
including AI/ML-enabled 
mobility and intelligent sys-
tems. “Our vision is to create 
world-class facilities that 
drive innovation and commer-
cialization in critical sectors. 
The NIE-TBI will establish 
advanced infrastructure such 
as an **Agri-equipment test-
ing facility, advanced manu-
facturing capabilities, a clean 
energy laboratory for sustain-
able fuel technologies includ-
ing biofuels, a full-fledged 
solar energy lab, a green hy-
drogen generation and storage 
lab, and an AgroDrone-X lab 
for experimentation and ex-
cellence. These initiatives will 
help bridge the gap between 
advanced technology and tra-
ditional farming

Practices.
The proposed Centre for 

Agri Science and Technology 
aims to transform

agriculture through preci-
sion farming technologies. AI 
and ML-based solutions will

enable smart farming, pre-
cision irrigation, block-

chain-integrated financial 
systems,

and predictive analytics for 
early detection of crop diseas-
es, benefiting both startups

and researchers in the Agri-
Tech ecosystem.

The existing incubation 
centre at NIE has already sup-
ported and graduated several

startups into successful 
ventures across diverse do-
mains such as blockchain,

mobility, artificial intelli-
gence, AgriTech, renewable 
energy, sports analytics,

cybersecurity, clean tech-
nology, drones, and aero 
sports.

 Amjad Husain further add-
ed that NIE-TBI offers a 
unique value proposition to

incubated startups by pro-
viding end-to-end support, 
including product

development, mentoring, 
fundraising assistance, go-to-
market strategies, product

validation, regulatory guid-
ance, testing, and scale-up 
support.

With this recognition, NIE 
strengthens its position as a 
key driver of innovation-led

entrepreneurship in Karna-
taka, contributing to sustain-
able development, regional

growth, and technolo-
gy-driven solutions for na-
tional and global challenges.

Tiger nabbed in 
Hunsur village

HUNSUR

In Beerathammanahalli of 
Hunsur taluk, the Forest De-
partment conducted an opera-
tion in which a tiger was cap-
tured by tying it to a cattle 
trap (cow shed) belonging to 
Siddegowda (65 years), a res-
ident of Beerathammanahalli. 
The captured tiger was later 
sent to the Kurgalli Zoo.

Additionally, a male tiger 
that had been staying in agri-
cultural land belonging to 
Siddegow-
da of Ha-
mige vil-
l a g e  i n 
Hanagodu 
hob l i  o f 
the taluk 
was estimated to be around 6 
to 7 years old. The health con-
dition of the tiger is stable, 
and the said tiger has been 
relocated to the Bannerghatta 
National Park, according to 
ACF Lakshmikanth.

FROM LOST TO FOUND
How One Instagram Reel Reunited a Family After Weeks of Heartbreak

MYSURU

In an age often criticized for 
digital excess, social media 
has once again proven that it 
can also be a powerful force 
for good. A deeply moving 
story from Karnataka stands 
as testimony to how a single 
Instagram reel helped reunite 
a missing elderly man with 
his family after weeks of un-
certainty and despair.

Pritam Singh (60), a native 
of Dhanwasi village in Amar-
pur taluk of Dindori district, 
Madhya Pradesh, had migrat-
ed to Karnataka with his fam-
ily in search of daily-wage 

employment. Fate, however, 
had other plans. During the 
course of their stay, Singh 
was accidentally separated 
from his family and found 
himself alone, helpless, and 
stranded in an unfamiliar 
land.

With no knowledge of the 
local language, no contact 
numbers, and no clear under-
standing of how to return 
home, Singh’s situation grew 
increasingly dire. Speaking 
only Hindi, he wandered aim-
lessly around the Yelandur 
bus stand area in Chamara-
janagar district, often sleeping 
on the roadside, surviving on 

uncertainty and hope.
Back in Madhya Pradesh, 

his family remained unaware 
of his whereabouts and feared 
the worst, believing him to be 
missing. It was the timely in-
tervention of the Yelandur 
police that brought a turning 
point. Noticing the elderly 
man’s vulnerable condition, 
the police rescued him and 
shifted him to the Jnana 
Sindhu Old Age Home in 
Santemarahalli.

Though he was provided 
safety, food, and care at the 
shelter, Singh remained visi-
bly distressed. He repeatedly 
spoke in Hindi about his vil-

lage and family, but language 
barriers and vague recollec-
tions made it difficult to 
identify his native place.

Refusing to give up, Old 
Age Home Superintendent M. 

Mahadevaswamy and 
social worker H. B. 
Prakash explored every 
possible avenue to trace 
his family. Their break-
through came when Mahesh, 

recognizing the reach and 
speed of social media, record-
ed a short video of Singh and 
uploaded it as an Instagram 
reel, appealing for help.

The video was widely 
shared across Instagram 
groups linked to Dindori dis-
trict. Within days, it reached 

the right audi-
e n c e .  F a m i l y 
members instantly 
recognized Singh 
and contacted au-
thorities.

Acting on the 
information re-

ceived through social media, 
Singh’s son, Rajesh Singh 

Dhurvi, traveled from Mad-
hya Pradesh to Santemara-
halli on December 30. After 
completing all legal formali-
ties, the Yelandur police for-
mally reunited father and 
son.

“This reunion ended weeks 
of pain and uncertainty,” Ma-
hadevaswamy said, adding 
that social media played a 
crucial role in reconnecting 
the family. From the streets 
of Yelandur to the warmth of 
his home, Pritam Singh’s 
journey is a powerful remind-
er that compassion, combined 
with technology, can truly 
change lives.

Staging of the play ‘Nijamahatma Babasaheb’ on Jan 8
MYSURU

The Rangabhoomi Trust or-
ganisation, as part of an effort 
to bring to light several less-
er-known truths about Dr. B. 
R. Ambedkar, through the 
play titled “Nijamahatma Ba-
basaheb” (The True Mahatma 
Babasaheb), will be staged at 
Kiru Rangamandira, located 
within the Kalamandira prem-
ises in Mysuru, on January 8, 
2026, at 6:00 pm.

On the same day, a special 
free performance exclusively 
for women has been organ-
ised at 10:30 am. The evening 
programme at 6:00 pm will be 
graced by former MLA of 

Nanjangud Assembly constit-
uency, Harshavardhan, and 
renowned doctor and social 
worker from Mysuru, Dr Su-
shruth Gowda, who will at-
tend as chief guests and inau-
gurate the event.

The play is reaching its 
25th performance within such 
a short span of time. Despite 
facing numerous obstacles—
particularly disturbances 
caused by certain individuals 
claiming to be leaders of the 
ruling Congress party, as well 
as some Congress-backed 
Dalit leaders—the play has 
continued its journey.

 During a performance in 

Chamarajanagar, attempts 
were made to create unrest 
and disrupt the show. 

However, after police offi-
cials recorded and reviewed 
the play, they provided pro-
tection to the team and ex-
tended full cooperation to 
ensure the smooth conduct of 
performances at all locations.

Both the earlier and present 
Congress party leaderships, in 
matters relat ing to Dr. 
Ambedkar, have concealed 
several important truths. The 
very act of revealing these 
hidden facts through this play 
has led to opposition and dis-
turbances. 

Nevertheless, at every ven-
ue where the play was staged, 
audiences filled the theatres, 
which itself stands testimony 
to the play’s success. In My-
suru alone, the play has com-
pleted 12 performances.

After the 25th perfor-
mance, the Rangabhoomi 
Trust team will embark on a 
North Karnataka tour. Perfor-
mances will be staged in 
Hubballi, Dharwad, Kunda-
g o l ,  G a d a g ,  K o p p a l , 
Bagalkote, Vijayapura, Be-
lagavi, Kalaburagi, Sedam, 
and Bidar from January 16 to 
February 4 as part of this the-
atre tour.



HISTORIC TRIUMPH IN KARNATAKA: SIDDARAMAIAH SHATTERS 45-YEAR-OLD RECORD!
From Grassroots to Glory — A Son of the Soil Becomes the
Longest-Serving CM in Karnataka’s History!

On January 6, 2026, history was re-
written in the political annals of 
Karnataka. With a cumulative tenure 
that eclipsed one of the most endur-

ing legacies in the state’s political history, 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah emerged victori-
ous in a race not against an opponent, but 
against time itself. In achieving a total of 2,792 
days in office, the veteran leader surpassed the 
legendary D. Devaraj Urs—the towering social 
justice icon whose record stood unchallenged 
for nearly 45 years—and etched his name in-
delibly into the history books.

Setting the Scene: The Urs Benchmark
To appreciate the magnitude of Siddaramaiah’s 
achievement, one must first honour the bench-
mark he broke. D. Devaraj Urs, a charismatic 
reformer and advocate for the marginalized, 
served two impactful terms as Karnataka’s 
Chief Minister (1972-77, 1978-80), totaling 
2,792 days at the helm. Urs revolutionised 
Karnataka politics through bold reforms such 
as the Land Reforms Act of 1974, the estab-
lishment of the Backward Classes Commis-
sion, and the historic renaming of the state 
from Mysore to Karnataka. His tenure pro-
foundly reshaped the socio-political landscape, 

empowering communities long kept on the 
margins. 

For decades, Urs’ record stood as a 
symbol of both political longevity and 
transformational leadership—until 
Siddaramaiah’s perseverance met 
destiny.Siddaramaiah’s Long 
March: From Humble Beginnings 
to Political Titan Born into a mod-
est family, Siddaramaiah’s politi-
cal journey wasn’t scripted for 
royalty or grandeur—it was a tale 
of grit, resilience and grassroots 
empowerment. Early in his life, 
Siddaramaiah never envisioned 
himself as more than a Member 
of the Legislative Assembly, let 
alone the state’s Chief Minister.
Yet this unlikely protagonist 
steadily climbed the political 
ladder—contest after contest, 
victory after setback—learning, 
adapting, and always remaining 
anchored to the people’s pulse. 
Over more than four decades in 
politics, he has faced internal 
party battles, power struggles, 
shifting alliances, and even 
periods of opposition. His sto-
ry is one of perseverance in 

the truest sense. 

The Moment of Triumph
As the calendar flipped to Jan-

uary 6, 2026, the jubilant an-
nouncement from the Chief Minis-

ter’s office reverberated across Kar-
nataka:

“Today I have equalled the tenure of 
the great D. Devaraj Urs…

Tomorrow, I will break it — not for 
myself, but for the people who entrust-
ed me with their dreams.” 
Supporters celebrated not with dry 

speeches, but with color, culture, and cus-
tom—including plans for a Nati Koli 
Oota (traditional country chicken feast) 
in Bengaluru and Mysuru, a tribute to 
Siddaramaiah’s fondness for local fla-
vors and the roots of Karnataka’s rich 
culinary heritage. 

In local communities from Mysuru to 
Mangaluru, from Hubballi-Dharwad to 
rural taluks, banners went up bearing 
slogans of gratitude and pride as peo-
ple hailed this milestone as their own 
achievement. 

More Than Just Numbers:  
The Substance Behind the Record
Siddaramaiah’s record is not merely 
about days served — it reflects pol-
icy continuity and an agenda root-
ed in social justice:

Championing the Marginalised
Following the Ahinda philosophy 
(minorities, backward classes, 
and Dalits) pioneered by Devaraj 

Urs, Siddaramaiah has sought to 
ensure that governance empowers 
every part of society. 

Common Man’s Schemes
Under his leadership, guarantee schemes 
reached millions, free bus rides under the 
Shakti initiative saw unprecedented uptake, 
and direct benefit transfers totalling thousands 
of crores reached the most vulnerable house-
holds—an echo of the welfare state vision Urs 
once championed. 

Stable Governance in a Fragmented Era
In an era where coalition politics often  
stymies governance, Siddaramaiah’s ability to 
maintain continuity—completing full  
terms and now setting a new record—is a tes-
tament to political acumen and broad popular 
support. 

Legacy and Future: A New  
Benchmark for Karnataka Politics
By surpassing a record that had stood unchal-
lenged since the late 1970s, Siddaramaiah has 
not only cemented his name in the history of 
Karnataka but also raised the bar for  
future leaders. His achievement is a beacon 
for aspiring public servants, illustrating that 
authenticity, connection with the grassroots, 
and an unwavering belief in people’s 
power can defy odds that once seemed insur-
mountable.

As political commentators reflect, “Records 
are meant to be broken, and in the process, 
new legacies are forged.” Siddaramaiah him-
self has said this milestone is not an end-
point, but a moment of reflection — of 
where Karnataka has come from, and where 
it aspires to go.” 

A Celebration of Democracy,  
Resilience, and Service
When Siddaramaiah took office as Chief 
Minister for the second time in 2023, 
few would have predicted this crescen-
do. Yet here we stand — on 
January 6, 2026 — with the 
longest-serving Chief Min-
ister in Karnataka’s histo-
ry, a leader whose journey 
resonates with resilience, 
relentless effort, and an 
unshakeable bond with the 
people.

In breaking Devaraj Urs’ for-
est-high record of 45 years, Siddaramaiah  
has not just rewritten numbers — he has reaf-
firmed faith in Karnataka’s democratic 
spirit, proving once again that service,  
humility, and perseverance can achieve the  
extraordinary.

A Tale of Two Tenures
Siddaramaiah’s stewardship  

of Karnataka has come  
in two distinct terms

First Term:  
May 13, 2013 – May 15, 2018
In his first tenure, Siddaramaiah 

made history by becoming the first 
Chief Minister in decades to com-
plete a full five-year term—an ac-

complishment rare in a state known 
for coalition politics and frequent 

leadership turnover. This period es-
tablished him as a leader capable of 
stability and sustained governance.

Second Term:  
May 20, 2023 – Present

After a brief interlude, Siddaramaiah 
returned to Lal Bahadur Shastri 

(Vidhana Soudha) as Chief Minis-
ter in 2023. From this term alone, 
he added 963+ days to his ten-

ure—bringing his cumulative total 
to 2,792 days by Jan 6, 2026, thus 

equalling Urs’ storied record  
before surpassing it.

Design:  Mahesh Kini

Siddaramaiah’s political career is marked by a journey from the Janata Parivar 
to the Indian National Congress, culminating in two terms as Chief Minister and 

the distinction of becoming Karnataka’s longest-serving Chief Minister. 

n �1983: Began his electoral career by winning 
the Chamundeshwari Assembly seat on a 
Lok Dal ticket.

n �1985: Re-elected and served as the Minis-
ter for Veterinary Services and Animal Hus-
bandry in the Janata Party government.

n �1994: Became the Finance Minister and 
later the Deputy Chief Minister in the Ja-
nata Dal government. He holds the record 
for presenting the state budget 13 times as 
Finance Minister.

n �2004-2005: Served as Deputy Chief Min-
ister again in the Congress-JD(S) coalition 
government.

n �2005: Expelled from the JD(S) due to 
differences with party founder H.D. Deve 
Gowda, a move that led him to join the 
Indian National Congress in 2006.

n �2006: Joined the Congress party and won the subsequent 
by-election from Chamundeshwari.

n �2008: Elected to Varuna constituency and became the Leader 
of the Opposition, a position he held again from 2019 to 2023.

n �2013-2018: Led the Congress to an absolute majority and 
served his first full five-year term as Chief Minister, the first in 
the state in 40 years. His tenure was noted for populist “Bh-
agya” welfare schemes and his focus on social justice for the 
backward classes, Dalits, and minorities (AHINDA coalition).

n �2018: Lost the Chamundeshwari seat but won from Badami 
constituency.

n �2023: Returned as Chief Minister in May 2023 after the  
Congress party’s victory in the assembly elections.

n �2026 (Current): As of January 6, 2026, he has surpassed the 
record of Devaraj Urs to become the longest-serving Chief 
Minister of Karnataka by total accumulated days in office.

Joining Congress and Becoming CM
EARLY CAREER AND RISE

A life of struggle
Even after beginning to practice law, I did not 

completely dedicate myself in the courts. My mind 
was always concerned about the hardships of the 
exploited classes and that was when I came under 
the influence of socialist thinker Dr. Ram Manohar 
Lohia. As a student, I lived a tough life in a rented 

room in Mysore. The hardships of those times 
gave me a deep perspective and have now helped 

in formulating several schemes for the welfare 
of the poor and downtrodden. ‘I know what trials 
and tribulations the poor face. I have myself ex-
perienced those difficulties. That is why I intro-

duced schemes like Anna Bhagya (providing food 
grains to the poor for free or at subsidized prices), 

Ksheera Bhagya (providing milk) and Vidyasiri 
(providing assistance for education)’.

—Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister 
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Rs 36 Minimum Fare, Night Charges Hiked: 
Auto-Rickshaw Tariff Gets a Fresh Meter in Mysuru
MYSURU

 
Mysuru’s roads have begun to 
buzz with fresh discussions as 
the revised auto-rickshaw fare 
structure, effective from Jan-
uary 1, has officially come 
into force across the district. 
Approved by the Regional 
Transport Authority following 
sustained demands from auto 
unions, the revised tariff has 
brought both reliefs for driv-
ers and mixed reactions from 
daily commuters.

Under the new structure, 
the minimum fare has been 
fixed at Rs 36 for the first 2 
km for up to three passengers, 
with Rs 18 charged for every 
additional kilometre. While 
auto drivers say the hike is 

long overdue, passengers feel 
the pinch, especially for 
short-distance travel.

“Fuel prices, spare parts 
and maintenance costs have 
gone up sharply. With the old 
fares, it was becoming diffi-

cult to even meet daily ex-
penses. This revision gives us 
some breathing space,” said 
Manjunath, an auto driver op-
erating from the city bus 
stand for over 15 years.

Waiting charges and lug-

gage tariffs have also been 
clearly defined, with the first 
five minutes of waiting being 
free and luggage up to 20 kg 
exempted from charges. Driv-
ers say the clarity will reduce 
arguments with passengers. 
“Earlier, every trip ended in a 
debate. Now the rates are 
fixed and transparent,” re-
marked Ravi, another auto 
driver from Kuvempunagar.

However, commuters have 
expressed concern over rising 
travel costs. “For short rides, 
Rs 36 feels a bit steep, espe-
cially for students and senior 
citizens,” said Shobha, a reg-
ular commuter. Another pas-
senger, Venkatesh, added, 
“We understand drivers’ prob-
lems, but the government 

should also think about com-
mon people who depend on 
autos daily.”

The night fare, fixed at 50% 
extra between 10 p.m. and 5 
a.m., has drawn divided opin-
ions. While drivers say night 
operations involve higher 
risks, commuters feel it adds 
to their burden during emer-
gencies.

Authorities have directed 
that the revised fare chart 
must be prominently dis-
played in every auto, and me-
ters must be recalibrated with-
in two months. As Mysuru 
adjusts to the new fares, both 
drivers and passengers hope 
the revised rates will ensure 
smoother rides—on the road 
and at the fare meter.

From January 1, Autos Run on Revised Fare Chart Across City and District

Bomb Scare Rocks Mysuru City Court, 
Sparks Panic on Krishna Boulevard

MYSURU
 

Mysuru witnessed tense mo-
ments on Tuesday when a 
bomb scare at the City Civil 
Court complex on Krishna 
Boulevard Road triggered pan-
ic among advocates, litigants 
and court staff, bringing rou-
tine judicial proceedings to a 
grinding halt.

The alarm was raised after 
an anonymous phone call 
warned of a bomb planted in-
side the court premises. Within 
minutes, the usually bustling 
corridors of the court echoed 
with anxiety as lawyers rushed 
out of court halls, litigants 
scrambled for safety and court 
staff guided people towards 
exits. Several hearings were 
abruptly adjourned as fear 
gripped the premises.

“I have been practising here 
for over two decades, but such 
moments still send a chill 
down the spine. For a while, 
no one knew what was hap-
pening,” said senior advocate 
R. Mahadeva, recalling the 
panic scenes that unfolded.

Acting swiftly, the city po-
lice rushed to the spot with 
bomb detection and disposal 
squads, sniffer dogs and addi-
tional force. The entire court 
complex was cordoned off 
and subjected to thorough 
frisking, including court halls, 
record rooms, corridors, toi-

lets and parking areas. Entry 
into the court premises was 
temporarily restricted, caus-
ing inconvenience to hun-
dreds of litigants who had 
gathered for hearings.

“The police response was 
immediate and professional. 
They ensured everyone’s safe-
ty before anything else,” said 
advocate S. Anitha, who was 
present in the court when the 
scare broke out.

After hours of intense search 

operations, police officials 
confirmed that no explosive 
material was found, and the 
threat was declared a hoax 
call. Relief washed over the 
court complex as advocates 
and staff slowly returned to 
their chambers, though pro-
ceedings for the day remained 
disrupted.

Senior level officers super-
vised the operation, and police 
have begun efforts to trace the 
origin of the hoax call. “Such 

prank calls are serious offenc-
es. We will identify and take 
strict action against the person 
responsible,” a senior police 
officer said.

Past incident
The incident revived memo-

ries of a low-intensity explo-
sion that occurred a few years 
ago in a toilet inside the same 
court complex, located adja-
cent to the Chamarajapuram 
Railway Station. Though that 
blast caused no casualties, it 
had exposed security vulnera-
bilities within the judicial 
premises.

“Ever since that incident, 
security inside the court has 
been significantly tightened. 
Still, incidents like today re-
mind us that constant vigilance 
is necessary,” remarked advo-
cate C. Srinivas, adding that 
courts must be treated as 
high-security zones.

Following Tuesday’s scare, 
police reiterated that security 
arrangements inside the Mysu-
ru City Court have been inten-
sified, with increased surveil-
lance, regular checks and 
quick-response teams on 
standby.

Though the threat turned out 
to be false, the incident served 
as a stark reminder of how a 
single phone call can disrupt 
an entire judicial system—and 
why preparedness remains the 
strongest shield against panic.

UNSEASONAL RAINS CATCH 
MYSORE OFF GUARD

MYSORE
 

The City of Mysuru wit-
nessed an unexpected bout of 
unseasonal rain on Tuesday 
evening, leaving the city 
drenched and commuters 
scrambling for cover. What 
began as a gentle drizzle 
around 4:45 pm soon intensi-
fied into a steady spell of 
rain, catching residents com-
pletely off guard.

The sudden change in 
weather came at the peak of 
the evening rush hour, creat-
ing chaos across major roads 
and residential areas. Of-
fice-goers, daily wage work-
ers, students and shopkeep-
ers, all eager to return home 
after a long day, found them-
selves stranded as the rain 
ga the red  momentum. 
Two-wheelers slowed to a 
crawl, pedestrians huddled 
under shop awnings, and au-
torickshaws struggled to nav-
igate through waterlogged 
stretches.

Key roads including Sayy-
aji Rao Road, Irwin Road, 
Hunsur Road and areas near 
the City Bus Stand experi-
enced heavy congestion as 
vehicles moved slowly. “It 

was sunny till late afternoon. 
I didn’t even carry a rain-
coat,” said a software em-
ployee waiting for the rain to 
subside near the bus stand. 
“Within minutes, the roads 
were flooded and traffic 
came to a standstill.”

Street vendors hurriedly 
covered their carts with plas-
tic sheets, while shop owners 
pulled down shutters halfway 
to protect goods from rainwa-
ter splashing in. Schoolchil-
dren returning home were 
seen running through the 
rain, some enjoying the sud-
den showers, while others 
struggled to find shelter.

The rain also exposed the 
city’s drainage woes, with 
water accumulating at 
low-lying junctions and pot-
holes quickly filling up, pos-

ing risks to motorists. 
“During unseasonal rains like 
this, the drainage system fails 
instantly,” complained an au-
torickshaw driver. “Passen-
gers get delayed, and we are 
forced to take long diver-
sions.”

While the rain brought 
temporary relief from the lin-
gering heat and dust, it dis-
rupted normal life for nearly 
two hours. Weather experts 
attribute the sudden showers 
to changing atmospheric con-
ditions, warning that such 
unseasonal rains may contin-
ue in the coming days. As the 
rain finally eased by evening, 
Mysureans resumed their 
journey home—wet, tired, 
but once again reminded of 
how swiftly the city’s weath-
er can turn unpredictable.

CM Inaugurates Rajiv Gandhi Dragon 
Pond at Dasara Exhibition Ground

MYSURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
inaugurated the Rajiv Gandhi 
Dragon Pond, constructed for 
the first time in India by the 
Karnataka Exhibition Authority 
at Dasara Exhibition Ground in 
Mysuru on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Social Welfare and District 
In-charge Minister, Dr. H.C. 
Mahadevappa, said that ow-
ing to the Chief Minister’s 
deep affection for Mysuru 
district, he has been develop-
ing the district in a distinctive 
and special manner. The Chief 
Minister stands firmly for jus-
tice, the poor and develop-
ment. Rural life is especially 
close to Siddaramaiah’s heart. 
Through the implementation 
of numerous developmental 
works across the state, the 
CM has provided good and 
effective governance.

Dr. Mahadevappa described 

the Chief Minister as a “Tiger 
face with a tender heart,” stat-
ing that through his bold deci-
sions he has delivered strong 
administration. Even during 
his foreign visits, the Chief 
Minister calls him every day to 
enquire about the situation in 
Mysuru. This itself is proof of 
the love he has for Mysuru.

On the occasion, a laser 
show showcasing the achieve-
ments of the Chief Minister 
was presented.

Present at the event were 
Karnataka Exhibition Author-
ity Chairman Ayub Khan, 
Guarantee Schemes Imple-
mentation Authority Vice 
Chairperson Dr. Pushpa Ama-
rnath, MLC Dr D Thimmaiah, 
Deputy Commissioner Laksh-
mikanth Reddy G, Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Executive Officer 
Yukesh Kumar, Mysuru City 
Corporation Commissioner 
Sheikh Tanveer Asif, along 
with several other dignitaries.

70-Year-Old Scholar Steals the Show at Mysore University Convocation
SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

 
The 106th convocation cere-
mony of the University of My-
sore turned into a celebration 
of lifelong learning when a 
70-year-old man hogged the 
limelight by winning three 
gold medals in MA Jainology 
and Prakrit at Mysuru on 
Monday.

As the hall echoed with 
thunderous applause, S.K. Gu-
rupada Swamy, a retired Exec-
utive Engineer of the Mysuru 
Urban Development Authority, 
slowly climbed the dais to re-
ceive his medals from Gover-
nor and Chancellor Thawarch-
and Gehlot. The moment was 
not just about academic excel-
lence, but about an indomita-
ble spirit that proved age is 
never a barrier when the urge 
to learn burns bright.

Swamy’s achievement stood 
as a powerful reminder that 
education has no expiry date. 
While many slow down after 
retirement, Swamy accelerated 
his intellectual journey. After 

superannuation, he has com-
pleted an astonishing 20 cours-
es, spanning diverse disci-
plines. His academic portfolio 
includes three courses in mu-
sic, three in engineering, four 
in management, and postgrad-
uate degrees in Ancient Histo-
ry, Archaeology, Philosophy, 
Jainology and Sociology.

And the journey is far from 
over. Swamy is currently pur-
suing yet another postgraduate 
degree in Public Administra-
tion from Karnataka State 
Open University, along with a 
PhD in Philosophy from the 
University of Mysore. With a 
gentle smile and unwavering 
resolve, he says, “If God per-
mits, I would like to do as 
many courses as possible.”

Being the senior-most stu-
dent in his class, Swamy com-
manded immense respect. Lec-
turers would often apologise if 
they arrived late, while his 
classmates fondly looked up to 
him. A disciplined and obedient 
student, Swamy proudly states 
that he has never missed a sin-
gle class throughout his learn-

ing career. “After retirement, I 
have no other work except at-
tending classes and reading. 
Initially, I faced concentration 
issues, but I overcame them 
very soon,” he recalls.

Such was his dedication that 
whenever a lecturer was ab-
sent or delayed, Swamy would 
step in to take classes, gener-
ously sharing his knowledge 
with younger students. How-
ever, he expresses concern 
over today’s generation. “Un-
like the past, students now 
face many distractions. They 

must overcome them and fo-
cus on studies,” he says with 
concern.

One touching moment 
during examinations left many 
s u r p r i s e d .  U n i v e r s i t y 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. N.K. 
Loknath personally ap-
proached Swamy and affec-
tionately addressed him as 
“Sir”. Eyebrows were raised, 
but few knew that Prof. Lok-
nath has been Swamy’s great-
est source of inspiration in 
pursuing higher education 
even after retirement.

Swamy fondly recalls teach-
ers telling other students, 
“Swamy is real gold; he 
doesn’t need a medal.” That 
recognition, he says, motivated 
him more than any award. Of-
ten advising his younger class-
mates to study well and secure 
good jobs, Swamy humbly 
adds, “I already had my career. 
After retirement, I have noth-
ing to lose—only knowledge 
to gain.”

His story shines as a golden 
lesson—learning is eternal, 
and passion knows no age.

Age Is Just a Number

No power supply 
tomorrow

MYSURU
 

The Chamundeshwari Elec-
tricity Supply Corporation 
Limited (CESC) has an-
nounced that underground 
cable installation works will 
be taken up in the limits of 
the V.V. Mohalla Subdivision, 
covering Ontikoppal and Jay-
alakshmipuram sections, un-
der the 11 kV Yadavagiri 
feeder and 11 kV Jayalaksh-
mipuram feeder.

Direct Admission 
to 186 B.Sc. Allied 

Health Science Seats
MYSURU

 
Following the completion of 
the final round of seat allot-
ment through Karnataka Ex-
amination Authority for the 
academic year 2025–26, a 
total of 186 vacant B.Sc. Al-
lied Health Science seats in 
government colleges will be 
filled through direct (walk-
in) admission. Eligible can-
didates can register on Janu-
ary 08, between 10.00 a.m. 
and 1.00 p.m. The walk-in 
admissions for seats remain-
ing unallotted by KEA will 
be conducted at the Mysore 
Medical College and Re-
search Institute (MMCRI), 
Irwin Road, Mysuru.

The Director of Mysore 

Medical College and Re-
search Institute has an-
nounced that the following 
seats are vacant at the insti-
tution:B.Sc. Anaesthesia and 
Operation Theatre Technol-
ogy – 20; B.Sc. Medical Im-
aging Technology – 22; B.
Sc. Medical Laboratory 
Technology – 21; B.Sc. Re-
nal Dialysis Technology – 
20; B.Sc. Emergency and 
Trauma Care Technology – 
20; B.Sc. Cardiac Care 
Technology – 20 ;B.Sc. Neu-
roscience Technology – 20 
;B.Sc.  Optometry – 32 
;B.Sc. Respiratory Care 
Technology – 21

In total, 186 seats across 
these courses are available 
for direct admission.
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Call for 

applications from Folk 
Art teams 

Mandya
The District Health and 
Family Welfare Depart-
ment has invited appli-
cations from interested 

folk art teams to per-
form street plays, 

songs, and other cultur-
al programs in selected 
villages across Mandya 
to raise public aware-
ness about health and 

welfare schemes for 
2025–26. Teams regis-
tered with the Song & 

Drama Division, De-
partment of Kannada & 
Culture, or the Depart-
ment of Information & 

Public Relations are eli-
gible. Applications 

must be submitted to 
the District Health Of-

fice, ICC Division, by 
January 14. Selected 
teams will showcase 
performances before 
the district selection 

committee on January 
16 at 11:30 am at the 
District IEC Division, 

Mandya. Teams must 
arrange their own cos-
tumes and musical in-
struments. Successful 

teams will be allocated 
programs across taluks.

INVITATION  FOR  TENDER (IFT)

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division, 

SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210 
No. EE/Bld.1/AE-3/AE-2/AE-5/2025-26/68 Date:05.01.2026

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement 
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible 
Tenderers for providing Painting, Polishing, replacing 
of aluminium doors, UPVC windows, vinyl flooring, 
installation of SS Railing, Repairs and Replacement of 
damaged water supply pipelines and sanitary pipelines, 
Repairs and Renovation works, providing sofa set, 
providing tables, chairs and other development works, 
total of 08 works at various notified places in Bengaluru. 
Approx. value of work: Min. Rs. 3.21 lakhs, Max. 
Rs. 27.50 lakhs. EMD: Min. Rs. 8,100/-, Max. Rs. 55,100/-
Cost of Document: As in e-portal. Period of Completion: 
from 2 Months to 3 Months for each work. Last date 
for downloading Tender through e-procurement portal and 
submission through online: 13.01.2026 up to 5.00 PM. Date 
of opening the Tender: as per e-procurement guidelines. 
Further information, brief details of the works, approx. 
amount, EMD, etc. can be obtained from the above office 
or from e-procurement portal http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/4878/KSMCA/2025-26

¸ÀA:PÁ¥ÁEA/¥ÀAgÁEA/«/zÁ/¸À.EA/mÉAqÀgï/2025-26/2186

¢£ÁAPÀ:-6/1/2026

Executive Engineer, Panchayath raj Engineering Division,
Davanagere here by invited tender from PWD Registered con-
tractors for the item rates through KPPP Portal. There are 27
works have been called, Indent No. 20933, 20934, 20938,
21752, 21749, 22579, 22580, 22,657, 22660, 22661, 22664,
22667, 22668, 22671, 22673, 22675, 22676, 22679, 22681,
22682, 22684, 22686, 22688, 22743, 22745, 22747 & 22640
standard of tender documents KW-1 & KW-2 & KW-3 for price
cost Rs.6.70 to 83.90 lakhs respectively and also highest &
lowest EMD has as per KPPP portal for each work. Nature of
work is Roads, Drians and Buildings. The last date for submis-
sion of tender bid is on date: 14/1/2025 5.00 PM for any office
information/clarification please contact the below singed of-
fice Ph no:08192-250156 and also search website for
www.KPPP.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer
P.R.E. Division, Davanagere

Short time Tender Invited (KPPP Portal)

ªÁ¸ÁE/r«f/624/

PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

dvg -1249,  Siz : 9x2
Governor of Karnataka

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Davanagere

I, SALMAN, S/o. Ali Sab, 
resident of. NO 414/A 

Ramachandra Layout, 4th 
Cross, Lingarajapuram, 

Bangalore North, Bangalore 
-560084, have changed my 

name to SALMAN ALI SAB, 
vide affidavit dated: 06.01.2026, 

before Notary C.SHARADA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, ANIS AHMED, S/o 

Mohammed Rafiq, resident 
of No 27, 3rd Main Road, 

Rahmath Nagar, RT Nagar 
Post, Bengaluru-560032, 
have changed my name 
to ANEES AHMED, vide 

affidavit dated: 06.01.2026, 
before Notary G. 

DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMED ALLAUDDIN 
ALIYAS ARIF AHAMED S/o 

Sirajuddin, resident of LIG-22, 2nd 
Main Road, KHB Colony Jaipura 
Road Tilak Park Police Station 

Tumkur, 572101  Karnataka, have 
changed my name to MOHAMMED 
ALLAUDDIN, vide affidavit dated: 

01.01.2026, before Notary M. 
SHAFIQ AHMED, TUMAKURU.

NAME CHANGE

Ramanagara Town-562159, 
Ward No. 27, 4th Cross, 

Vivekanandanagara, and now 
residing at: K.H.B. Platinum 

Apartment, D Block, No. 
308, Satellite Town, Kengeri, 

Bengaluru-560060,  I am 
Sowmya .S. daughter of Shiva 

Shaila Raje Urs H.B. and wife of 
B.G. Deepak Raje Urs, residing 

at the said address. 
My original name is Sowmya .S.  
which is mentioned in my Aadhar 

card (Aadhar No. 5499 2732 
3208) and educational records.

Since it was customary to call me 
as Mouna .S. at home, my name 

is Mouna .S. in some records 
of the Revenue Department.  
It is correct to state that the 

names entered in all the above 
documents, i.e. Sowmya S. 

and Mouna S. are mine. I have 
certified before B.M. Srivatsa, 

Notary, Ramanagara, on 05-01-
2026 that I will henceforth deal 
with my name as Sowmya S.

NAME CHANGE

Training camp for 
excise electronic 

auction today: Excise DC 
K’taka Excise Department is set to conduct a statewide 

e-auction of liquor licences, with bidder training today session
KOLAR

Preparations are underway for 
a transparent electronic auc-
tion of liquor licenses across 
the state, including 477 retail 
liquor shops and 92 bars. To 
ensure clarity and smooth par-
ticipation, a special training 
camp has been arranged for 
prospective bidders today 
(January 7) at 11 a.m. at Ran-
ga Mandira in Kolar city, an-
nounced Kolar Excise Deputy 
Commissioner Syed Azmat 
Afreen.

Addressing the media at the 
Excise Department office, she 
explained that the state gov-
ernment had earlier imposed 
a ban on issuing CL-2 and 
CL-9 licenses since 1992 due 
to several administrative rea-
sons, resulting in 569 pending 
licenses. With the decision 
now taken to auction these 
licenses through an electronic 
system, the training camp will 

help participants understand 
the process thoroughly, in-
cluding technical procedures 
and documentation require-
ments.

Additional Excise Commis-
sioner Basavaraj Somanna 
and officials from MSTC, the 
agency conducting the e-auc-
tion, will participate in the 
camp to clarify doubts and 

guide participants through ev-
ery aspect of the bidding sys-
tem. The training is intended 
for interested applicants from 
both Kolar and Chikka-
ballapur districts.

A 26 percent reservation 
has been earmarked for SC, 
ST, and their sub-categories, 
while the remaining outlets 
will be open for the general 
category. Though the auction 
is open to bidders nationwide, 
reservation benefits will apply 
only to residents of Karnata-
ka, the Deputy Commissioner 
clarified.

The direct electronic auc-
tion is scheduled to be held 
from January 13 to 20. Excise 
officials expressed confidence 
that the training will facilitate 
transparent participation and 
encourage competitive bid-
ding.

Excise Inspector Suma Ra-
mesh was present during the 
briefing.

District-level siridhanya 
fair to be held on January 8 

CHIKKABALLAPUR

A district-level Siridhanya 
(millets) fair will be orga-
nized on January 8 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Netaji Stadium in 
Hirebidanur, Gauribidanur ta-
luk. The event is being jointly 
hosted by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, and 
Agriculture Department of 
Chikkaballapur.

Higher Education Minister 
and district in-charge Dr. 
M.C. Sudhakar will inaugu-
rate the fair, while Agriculture 
Minister N. Cheluvarayas-
wamy will participate as chief 
guest. The programme will be 
chaired by Gauribidanur 
MLA K.H. Puttaswamy Gow-
da.

MPs Dr. K. Sudhakar and 
M. Muniswamy, along with 
legislators S.N. Subbareddy, 
B.N. Ravikumar, P.E. Pradeep 
Eshwar, MLC Chidanand M. 
Gowda, MLA Anil Kumar, 
Dr. T. Srinivas and Dr. H. 
Narasimhaiah, will be pres-
ent. Several board chairper-
sons, including N.H. Shi-
vashankar Reddy, N. Sannan-
gi, K.N. Keshavareddy, Gola-
halli Shivanarasimhaiah, An-
janappa, Dr. B.C. Madakari, 
and B.G. Ganesh, will also 
participate. District Guarantee 

Scheme Chairman N. Ramesh 
will attend as well.

Senior officials from the 
Agriculture Department, Sci-
ence and Technology, Bio-
technology, and various gov-
ernment wings, including 

District Panchayat CEO Dr. 
N. Manjula, will take part. 
Officials from Jal Nigam, Ag-
riculture Directorate, Water-
shed Development, and other 
departments will also partici-
pate.

Representatives of farmer 
associations from across the 
district, taluk-level farmers’ 
forums, cooperative organiza-
tions, departmental staff, civil 
society members, and the 
public are expected to attend 
in large numbers. The fair 
aims to promote millet pro-
duction, awareness, sustain-
able agriculture, and farmer 
empowerment, while encour-
aging healthy dietary habits 
among the public.

Chikkaballapur to host 
district-level 

Siridhanya fair on 
January 8 at 
Gauribidanur 

promoting millets 
farmer empowerment 
sustainable farming 

and public awareness 
across district

Association warns public against 
fraudulent fund collection

BENGALURU 

The Karnataka Badigedarara Kshemabhivruddhi Kendra 
Samithi (R), Bengaluru, has issued a public alert after re-
ceiving reports that certain individuals are al-
legedly collecting money and con-
ducting financial transactions using 
the association’s name, address 
and forged letterheads. The 
association stated that its reg- i s -
tered offices are located at Ran- g a -
natha Pura, Basaveshwaranaga- ra and 
Kamakshipalya in Bengaluru, and any activities 
conducted outside authorised channels should be treated 
as suspicious.

According to the association, miscreants have been mis-
leading people by falsely claiming official links with the 
Samithi and demanding payments in its name. The organ-
isation has categorically clarified that it has not authorised 
any such individuals or agencies to collect funds or enter 
into financial dealings on its behalf.

The Samithi has warned that strict disciplinary and legal 
action will be initiated against anyone found misusing its 
identity, address or issuing communications using fake or 
fabricated letterheads. It has also advised the public to 
thoroughly verify the authenticity of any communication 
or financial demand by contacting the association directly 
before making any payments.

Further, the organisation has clarified that it will not 
take responsibility for any monetary losses or transactions 
made without its official knowledge or approval. The pub-
lic has been urged to remain vigilant and report any such 
fraudulent activities immediately.

The statement was issued by Secretary Soma Shankar 
on behalf of the association, with the concurrence of of-
fice-bearers including Hon. President Sri Umashankar, 
President Smt Seethalakshmi G.P., Vice President Sri R. 
Krishnamurthy and Treasurer Sri Guru Raja Rao Sandal.

Farmers launch hunger 
strike demanding withdrawal 

of land acquisition
RAMANAGARA

Marking the historic day when Mahat-
ma Gandhi visited Bidadi on January 6, 
1934, farmers from Byramangala and 
Kanchuganahalli panchayat limits have 
begun a silent hunger satyagraha de-
manding cancellation of the proposed 
Bidadi Smart Township project. Mem-
bers of the Farmers’ Land Protection 
Committee, including many women, 
staged a peaceful protest near Byraman-
gala Circle urging the government not 
to acquire their fertile agricultural land 
for the Greater Bengaluru Integrated 
Township.

Former Taluk Panchayat member and 
farmers’ leader Prakash said Gandhi’s 
ideals emphasised self-reliance through 

agriculture, village development and 
Swadeshi. “Is development only about 
global cities, flyovers and luxury proj-
ects? Destroying thousands of farmer 
families for township projects can nev-
er define real progress,” he questioned.

He recalled that permission for the 
township was first granted in 2006 and 
the government is now reviving the 
9,600-acre project after 19 years. 
Farmers fear displacement of 26 vil-
lages and loss of livelihoods of culti-
vators, dairy farmers and sericulture 
growers. They warned the government 
against repeating past mistakes, citing 
the long protest in Devanahalli where 
farmers successfully resisted large-
scale land acquisition.

The protestors appealed to Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
CM D.K. Shivakumar—who call 
themselves followers of Gandhi—to 
respect Gandhian values and protect 
farmers’ land. The indefinite hunger 
satyagraha will continue until the land 
acquisition process is withdrawn, lead-
ers declared. Numerous farmer leaders 
and public supporters participated in 
solidarity.

BENGALURU

The Government of Karnataka on Tues-
day hosted a high-level delegation from 
Penang, Malaysia, to explore strategic 
collaboration in semiconductors, deep 
tech, space technology, smart cities, skill-
ing and innovation-led growth. The dele-
gation, led by Penang Deputy Chief Min-
ister II Jagdeep Singh Deo, included se-
nior state officials, representatives from 
Penang Island City Council and officials 
from the Consulate General of Malaysia, 
Chennai.

The team held discussions with Karna-
taka IT & BT Minister Priyank Kharge 
and Dr. Manjula N., IAS, Secretary, De-
partment of Electronics, IT, BT and S&T, 
along with senior officials. Both sides 
highlighted strong complementarities—
Karnataka’s strength in software, chip 
design, startups, R&D and deep tech, and 
Penang’s global leadership in semicon-
ductor manufacturing, advanced materials 
and electronics industrialisation.

The delegation expressed willingness 
to move towards a formal MoU to insti-
tutionalise cooperation. Priority focus 
areas identified include semiconductors 
and chip design, talent exchange, joint 
skilling programmes, deep tech, smart 
cities and space applications.

Minister Priyank Kharge emphasised 
Karnataka’s ecosystem-driven model and 
stressed structured skilling corridors to 
address global semiconductor workforce 
demand. Penang officials highlighted the 

state’s five-decade legacy as a leading 
global semiconductor hub, noting ongo-
ing expansion into high-end chip design 
and advanced engineering.

A major discussion theme was talent 
development, including joint certifica-
tion programmes, academic–industry 
partnerships and exchange initiatives 
enabling engineers from both regions to 
access advanced R&D and industrial 
ecosystems.

Opportunities for collaboration in sat-
ellite-based telecom, disaster response, 
environmental monitoring and weather 
analytics were also discussed, with Kar-
nataka showcasing its growing private 
space ecosystem alongside ISRO part-
nerships.

Karnataka also highlighted its posi-
tion as India’s startup capital with over 
25,000 startups and strong deep tech 
presence under its “Deep Tech Decade” 
initiative, proposing collaboration 
through the Global Innovation Alliance 
platform for startup exchanges, market 
access and co-funded innovation pro-
grammes.

Penang, Karnataka to partner in 
semiconductor and technology

Applications invited to manage 
‘Akka Café’ in Bengaluru Rural 

BENGALURU RURAL

The Bengaluru Rural Zilla Panchayat 
has invited applications from interested 
women members of Sanjeevini Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) to manage the 
Akka Café established within the Zilla 
Panchayat premises.  Application forms 
are available at Sanjeevini branches of 
all taluk panchayats, gram panchayats, 
and Sanjeevini federations. Duly filled 
forms along with required documents 
must be submitted to the District San-
jeevini Mission Management Unit, Zil-
la Panchayat, Bengaluru Rural, by Jan-
uary 8, 2026, before 5.30 pm. Applica-
tions submitted after the deadline will 
not be considered, informed ZP CEO 
Dr. K.N. Anuradha.

Only SHGs registered under NRLM in 
the district are eligible. Priority will be 
given to groups with experience and in-

terest in food services. Eligible SHGs 
under Gram Panchayat or Cluster Fed-
erations with investment capacity will 
receive preference. Applicants should 
not have outstanding loans with any 
federation or financial institution. Se-
lected groups must strictly follow gov-
ernment guidelines issued from time to 
time and participate in training pro-
grammes at the state, district and taluk 
levels. Each selected SHG must consist 
of a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 
10 women members and should com-
mit to the Akka Café grading process.

Applicants must attach MIS regis-
tration details, proof of culinary train-
ing (if any), confirmation of working 
capital contribution, loan clearance 
certificate, willingness to work as a 
group, readiness to attend training, and 
commitment to follow government di-
rectives, the release added.

Follow road safety rules to prevent 
fatal accidents: Judge Savita P.R.

RAMANAGARA 

Senior Civil Judge and Member-Secre-
tary of the District Legal Services Au-
thority, Savita P.R., appealed to motor-
ists to strictly follow traffic rules and 
speed limits to prevent accidents, 
stressing that nothing is more precious 
than human life.

She was speaking after inaugurating 
the 37th National Road Safety Month 
– January 2026 programme, organised 
at the RTO premises in collaboration 
with the district administration, District 
Legal Services Authority, police depart-
ment and the District Road Safety 

Committee.
Judge Savita said accidents have 

turned roads into a cause of fear de-
spite their necessity. She urged motor-
ists to adopt simple precautions, such 
as wearing helmets and seat belts, 
avoiding drunk driving, maintaining 
safe distance between vehicles, refrain-
ing from mobile phone use while driv-
ing, and ensuring vehicles are in prop-
er condition.

“Patience is the most essential qual-
ity for every driver. Those who rush 
can never be good drivers. Only those 
who follow rules and drive responsibly 
can ensure safety,” she added. 

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS
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Madurai HC Bench Tradition, Allows Karthigai Deepam 
CHENNAI

The Madurai Bench of the Ma-
dras High Court on Tuesday 
upheld an earlier order permit-
ting the lighting of the tradi-
tional Karthigai Deepam on the 
hilltop at Thiruparankundram 
Hill, dismissing an appeal filed 
by the Tamil Nadu government 
and the temple administration. 
The ruling reaffirmed the im-
portance of  preserving 
long-standing religious practic-
es linked to the annual festival.

The verdict was delivered 
by a Division Bench compris-
ing Justices G. Jayachandran 

and K.K. Ramakrishnan. The 
Bench confirmed the earlier 
order passed by single judge 
Justice G.R. Swaminathan, 
who had directed the temple 
authorities to allow the cere-
monial lamp to be lit on the 

hilltop lamp pillar during the 
annual Karthigai festival.

The dispute arose from a pe-
tition seeking permission to 
light the Karthigai lamp at the 
hilltop of Thiruparankundram, 
a site of immense religious and 

cultural significance near Mad-
urai. The hill is closely associ-
ated with the historic temple 
complex and has been a focal 
point of devotion for centuries.

Petitioners argued before the 
court that lighting the Karthigai 
Deepam on the hilltop was a 
long-established religious prac-
tice intrinsically connected to 
the temple and the annual cele-
brations of Karthigai Deepam. 
They contended that the ritual 
had strong historical roots and 
was an integral part of local re-
ligious tradition, observed by 
devotees for generations.

Opposing the plea, the state 

government and the temple ad-
ministration claimed there was 
no conclusive evidence to 
prove the existence of a lamp 
pillar on the hilltop. They also 
expressed apprehensions that 
permitting the lighting of the 
lamp could lead to law and or-
der issues, citing sensitivities 
surrounding the hill, which 
also houses a dargah and is 
shared by people of different 
faiths.

However, during proceed-
ings before the single judge, 
the petitioners produced doc-
umentary evidence to counter 
the government’s objections.

KARTHIGAI DEEPAM UPHELD

QUICK READ

NHAI reaches out to 
DoT Trai to improve 

mobile network

Srinagar records  
minus 4 degrees 

Celsius

20 kg heroin  
seized in  

Punjab

New Delhi
State-owned NHAI on 

Tuesday said it has 
sought urgent interven-

tion from the Department 
of Telecommunications 
(DoT) and Trai to im-
prove mobile network 

connectivity on National 
Highways. NHAI in a 

statement said as part 
of a comprehensive as-
sessment undertaken 

by the state-owned 
agency, 424 locations 

covering about 1,750 km 
across the National 

Highway network have 
been identified as criti-

cally affected due to 
non-availability of the 

mobile network connec-
tivity. Identifying critical 
mobile network connec-

tivity issues across  
several stretches of  
National Highways.

Srinagar
An intense cold wave con-
tinued across Jammu and 
Kashmir on Tuesday with 

the minimum temperature 
dropping to minus 4 de-
grees Celsius in Srinagar 

city. According to the Me-
teorological Department, 
no major Western Distur-

bance is likely to affect 
Jammu and Kashmir till 

January 20, implying that 
the prospects of a major 

snowfall are bleak at least 
till January 20. Srinagar re-

corded a minimum tem-
perature of minus 4 de-

grees Celsius, Gulmarg mi-
nus 8.6 degrees Celsius 

and Pahalgam minus 6.8 
degrees Celsius. Jammu 

city witnessed a minimum 
temperature of 5.2 degrees 
Celsius, followed by Katra 

4.8 degrees Celsius, Batote 
1.7 degrees Celsius.

Chandigarh
In a major crackdown on 
trans-border smuggling, 

Punjab Police’s Anti-Nar-
cotics Task Force (Border 
Range), in a joint opera-
tion with the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF), have 
recovered 20 kg heroin 
and apprehended four 

accused, including the key 
operative managing the 

supply chain, state Direc-
tor General of Police Gau-

rav Yadav said on Tues-
day. He said preliminary 
investigation revealed 

that the accused is linked 
to Pakistan-based han-

dlers and was coordinat-
ing the delivery and distri-

bution of drug consign-
ments across the region. 

A First Information Report 
(FIR) has been registered 
under the NDPS Act, and 
the investigation is under-

way to identify cross- 
border handlers.

NHRC Directs Railway Board to Probe Allegations
NHRC has sought a detailed probe into allegations of minority-based reservation changes in IRCTC tenders during 2010

KOLKATA

A bench of the National Hu-
man Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has directed the 
Railway Board to investigate 
a serious complaint alleging 
that statutory reservation 
norms were altered during 
2010, when Mamata Banerjee 
was serving as the Union 
Minister for Railways. The 
complaint claims that the 
changes were made under the 
guise of providing minority 
preference, resulting in a re-
duction of constitutionally 

mandated reservations for 
Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and 
Other Backward Classes 
(OBC).

According to the petition 
placed before the NHRC, 
amendments were allegedly 
introduced in the tendering 
policy of the Indian Railway 
Catering and Tourism Corpo-
rat ion (IRCTC).  These 
amendments reportedly pro-
vided reservation benefits to 
minorities in the awarding of 
contracts for operating rail-
way catering stalls and can-

teens across the country. The 
complainant has argued that 
such a move amounts to dis-
crimination, as the Constitu-

tion of India does not provide 
for religion-based reservation 
in public employment or gov-
ernment contracts.

Mamata Banerjee became 
the Union Railways Minister 
in 2009 after being elected to 
the Lok Sabha for a sixth con-
secutive term from the Kolk-
ata Dakshin constituency. She 
served in the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA)-II gov-
ernment headed by the then 
Prime Minister, Manmohan 
Singh. Her tenure at the Rail-
ways lasted until 2011, when 
she resigned to assume office 

as the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal following the Assem-
bly elections that brought an 
end to the state’s 34-year-long 
Left Front rule.

During this relatively brief 
period at the helm of the Rail-
ways, the policy change in 
question is alleged to have 
been introduced, earmarking 
a certain percentage of 
IRCTC catering contracts  
for minorities. Critics argue 
that this effectively diluted 
the existing reservation 
framework meant for histori-
cally disadvantaged commu-

nities, raising concerns about 
equality before law and  
adherence to constitutional 
principles.

Taking cognisance of the 
complaint, the NHRC bench 
has now asked the Railway 
Board to conduct a thorough 
inquiry into the matter and 
submit a detailed report. The 
Commission is expected to 
examine whether the policy 
amendment violated constitu-
tional provisions, statutory 
reservation norms, or the 
rights of SC, ST, and OBC 
communities.

Minor Detained for Alleged 
Espionage, Statewide Alert
 Continued from page 1

A 15-year-old boy was taken 
into custody in Pathankot dis-
trict of Punjab on allegations 
of spying and sharing sensi-
tive information related to 
India with handlers based in 
Pakistan. The case has 
prompted the police to issue a 
statewide alert amid growing 
concerns that hostile intelli-
gence agencies are attempting 
to recruit minors through so-
cial media platforms.

According to officials, the 
minor, a resident of Jammu’s 
Samba district, was allegedly 
in contact with operatives of 
the Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) for nearly a year. Inves-
tigators claim that he shared 
confidential data, photo-
graphs, and details of sensi-
tive military installations 
through social media applica-
tions. Police sources con-
firmed that incriminating chat 
histories and call records were 
recovered from the boy’s mo-
bile phone during a prelimi-
nary examination.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police Daljinder Singh Dhill-
on, who is posted in Pathan-
kot, told the media that the boy 
was taken into custody after 
intelligence inputs indicated 
that he was supplying informa-
tion affecting national security. 
He was allegedly in touch with 
frontal organisations of terror 
agencies, ISI, and officers 

linked to the Pakistan military, 
the SSP said, adding that the 
matter is being handled with 
utmost seriousness due to its 
sensitive nature.

Officials revealed that the 
boy was emotionally vulnera-
ble, believing that his father 
had been murdered. This 
emotional distress is believed 
to have been exploited by Pa-
kistani agencies, which al-
legedly lured him through 
on l ine  p la t fo rms .  The  
child appears to have fallen 
into the trap through social 
media. His mental state made 
him susceptible to manipula-
tion, a senior police officer 
said.

Following sustained sur-
veillance and technical analy-
sis, the boy’s digital commu-
nications were traced to Paki-
stan-based handlers, leading 
to his detention. During ques-
tioning, police discovered that 
he was not acting alone. In-
vestigators now suspect that 
several other children may be 
in contact with ISI operatives, 
raising alarm within the secu-
rity establishment.

In response, alerts have 
been sent to police stations 
across Punjab, directing offi-
cers to remain vigilant and 
identify any similar attempts 
at targeting minors. The case 
has heightened concerns 
among Indian security agen-
cies, which fear a broader 
strategy to recruit young and 
impressionable individuals for 
espionage. A senior Punjab 
Police official admitted that 
this emerging trend poses a 
significant security risk.

A 15-year-old boy’s 
detention in Pathankot 
for alleged espionage 

has triggered statewide 
security alerts across 

Punjab.

A bomb threat aboard a Gorakhpur-bound 
train sparked panic, forcing evacuation and 

intensive security checks at Mau station

Bomb Threat Triggers 
Panic on Gorakhpur–

Mumbai Train
GORAKHPUR

Panic erupted on Tuesday 
after a bomb threat was re-
ported on a train travelling 
from Gorakhpur in Uttar 
Pradesh to Mumbai in Ma-
harashtra, prompting swift 
action from multiple securi-
ty agencies. Following the 
alert, the train was immedi-
ately stopped at Mau rail-
way station, where passen-
gers were evacuated as a 
precautionary measure and 
a thorough search operation 
was launched.

Senior police officials, 
including the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP), along 
with a large contingent of 
police personnel, rushed to 
the station soon after the 
threat was received. The train 
was en route from Gorakhpur 
to Lokmanya Tilak Terminus 
when the warning triggered 
emergency protocols.

Travelling Ticket Exam-
iner Ram Prabhav Yadav 
said the crew acted prompt-
ly after receiving the infor-
mation. We were informed 
about a possible bomb 
threat. With great effort, the 
train was stopped, and all 
passengers were safely 
evacuated. After that, the 

checking process began, he 
said. Emphasising passen-
ger safety, Yadav added that 
all travellers had been 
moved to a secure location 
and urged them not to pan-
ic. He assured that once se-
curity procedures were 
completed, passengers 
would be allowed to contin-
ue their journey on the 
same train.

Security teams from the 
local police, the Govern-
ment  Rai lway Pol ice 
(GRP), and the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) car-
ried out an intensive inspec-
tion of all coaches and lug-
gage. Sniffer dogs and tech-
nical teams were also de-
ployed as part of the search 
to rule out any threat to 
passenger safety. Officials 
said the operation was con-
ducted methodically to en-
sure that no suspicious ob-
ject was overlooked.

Authorities later indicat-
ed that the situation was 
under control, though the 
search operation continued 
for several hours, causing 
delays and inconvenience to 
passengers. No explosive 
material was reported to 
have been found during the 
checks.Bengal experiences 

spine-chilling cold
KOLKATA

Cold conditions continued un-
abated in West Bengal on 
Tuesday, with Kolkata record-
ing the coldest day in past 13 
years. On Tuesday, the mini-
mum temperature in the city 
dropped to 10.2 degrees Cel-
sius, 3.7 degrees below nor-
mal. The maximum tempera-
ture in Kolkata was 18.4 de-
grees Celsius, which is 6.7 
degrees below normal.

This sharp drop in mini-
mum temperature, coupled 
with the free flow of northerly 
winds, resulted in bone-chill-
ing cold in Kolkata and across 
the state. This is the lowest 
temperature in Kolkata in Jan-
uary in the last 13 years. On 
January 9, 2013, the mini-
mum temperature in Kolkata 
dropped to 9 degrees Celsius. 
On January 22, 2003, the 
minimum temperature in Kol-
kata was 9.3 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, in some parts 

of the suburbs and surround-
ing areas, the temperature 
dropped below 10 degrees 
Celsius on Tuesday morning.

A light blanket of fog was 
also observed in Kolkata from 
early morning. However, the 
surrounding districts started 
to be covered by dense fog.

This winter season has been 
marked by dense fog, light rain 
and even snowfall. These con-
ditions are predicted to persist 
strongly in the weather of Ben-
gal for the next seven days. An 
official of the Regional Meteo-
rological Centre in Kolkata’s 
Alipore said, Cold day condi-
tions will prevail in nine dis-
tricts of the state.

CM Stalin to inaugurate Pongal gift distribution

Former IOA chief  
Suresh Kalmadi died at 81 

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. 
K. Stalin will inaugurate the 
distribution of the Pongal gift 
package at a fair price shop in 
Alandur, Chennai, on Thursday, 
marking the start of the State’s 
annual festive assistance to ra-
tion card holders ahead of the 
harvest festival. The announce-
ment comes after weeks of pub-
lic anticipation over whether 
the traditional Pongal gift pack-
age would include a cash com-
ponent this year. The Tamil 

Nadu government on Sunday 
announced Rs 3,000 cash each 
for rice ration card holders un-
der the Pongal gift hampers. In 
2021, under the previous 
AIADMK government, rice 
ration card holders received a 
cash gift of Rs 2,500 along 
with the Pongal gift hamper.

After the DMK assumed of-
fice following the Assembly 
elections, the State provided Rs 
1,000 in cash along with a gift 
package in 2022, 2023 and 
2024. In 2025, however, only 
the gift package was distribut-

ed, without any cash assistance, 
leading to expectations that 
monetary support would return 
in an election year.

Earlier, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment issued a Government 
Order allocating Rs 248 crore 
for the 2026 Pongal gift pack-
age, covering the procurement 
of one kilogram of raw rice, 
one kilogram of sugar, and a 
full sugarcane for each eligible 
household. The announcement 
initially sparked concern 
among the public over the ab-
sence of a cash gift.

PUNE

Former Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA) president and se-
nior sports administrator Suresh 
Kalmadi died at a hospital here 
early Tuesday. He was 81. Kal-
madi, who had been unwell for 
some time, Died around 3.30 
am. He is survived by his wife, 
a son and daughter-in-law, two 
married daughters, a son-in-law 
and grandchildren.

A dominant figure in Indian 
sports administration for over 
two decades, Kalmadi served 
as IOA president from 1996 to 
2011, making him among the 

longest-serving heads of the 
country’s apex Olympic body. 
Born in 1944, Kalmadi began 
his career as a fighter pilot in 
the Indian Air Force and partic-
ipated in the 1965 and 1971 
wars. He later entered politics, 
representing Pune in the Lok 
Sabha multiple times as a Con-
gress leader, and served as a 
Union minister. During his ten-
ure at the IOA, India’s engage-
ment with global sport expand-
ed significantly. He also held 
key international roles, includ-
ing president of the Asian Ath-
letics Association and member 
of the IAAF Council.

Telangana  
CID arrests 
Falcon MD

Madras HC upholds 
order allowing  
lamp lighting

HYDERABAD

The Telangana Police have ar-
rested Falcon Group Managing 
Director Amar Deep in a digital 
investment scam case. Officials 
of the Crime Investigation De-
partment (CID) arrested him in 
Mumbai, soon after he arrived 
from the Gulf.

Based on specific inputs re-
ceived from immigration au-
thorities, the police intercepted 
Amar Deep in Mumbai. The 
CID team acted swiftly to ar-
rest him. The CID had already 
issued a lookout circular 
against Amar Deep, who had 
allegedly fled to Dubai after the 
scam came to light. Police 
sources said he was being 
brought to Hyderabad and will 
be produced before a court.

According to police, the ac-
cused had siphoned off Rs 850 
crore from investors by floating 
app-based digital deposit 
schemes. In July last year, the 
CID had arrested Falcon 
Group’s Chief Operating Offi-
cer (COO) Aaryan Singh. 
Aaryan Singh alias Aaryan 
Singh Chhabra was apprehend-
ed by the CID at Bathinda, 
Punjab, on July 4. In May, Fal-
con Chief Executive Officer 
Yogendra Singh was arrested. 
So far, 10 accused have been 
arrested in the case. According 
to CID, it is a case of collection 
of unauthorised deposits, crim-
inal breach of trust, cheating 
and criminal conspiracy, 
wherein the accused cheated 
the depositors, by developing 
Falcon Invoice Discounting 
Application, and created fake 
deals in the name of reputed 
MNCs, induced the depositors 
under the pretext of high inter-
est rates with short term plans 
and collected about Rs 4,215 
crore from 7,056 depositors. 
About 4,065 victims were 
cheated. Capital Protection 
Force Pvt Ltd had allegedly 
developed the Falcon Invoice 
Discounting Application and 
advertised through Social Me-
dia platforms.

MADURAI

The Madras High Court’s Mad-
urai Bench on Tuesday upheld a 
single judge’s order allowing the 
lighting of a lamp on the Thirup-
parankundram hill here. It 
slammed the DMK government, 
saying it should not “stoop to 
that level” to achieve its “politi-
cal agenda”.  A Division Bench 
of Justices G Jayachandran and 
KK Ramakrishnan delivered the 
judgment, making it clear that 
the spot on which the stone pil-
lar (Deepathoon) is located be-
longs to the Sri Subramania 
Swamy Temple. The Tamil 
Nadu government indicated 
moving the Supreme Court in 
appeal against the order.  The 
appellants failed to produce 
“formidable evidence” to show 
that Agama Sastra of Saivites 
prohibits lighting a lamp at a 
place which is not straight on 
top of the deity in the sanctum 
sanctorum, the court observed.
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Giriraj Singh Targets Owaisi Over ‘Love Jihad’ Remark
PATNA

Union Textile Minister Giriraj 
Singh on Tuesday launched a 
sharp attack on Asaduddin 
Owaisi, accusing the AIMIM 
president of promoting what 
he described as a jihadi mind-
set in connection with the 
controversial ‘love jihad’ is-
sue. Singh’s remarks came in 
response to Owaisi’s demand 
that the government present 
data on alleged cases of love 
jihad in Parliament.

Speaking to reporters in 
Patna, the Begusarai Member 
of Parliament said that 

Owaisi’s questions should 
first be addressed in Hyder-
abad, where the All India Ma-
jlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) holds significant 
political influence. Singh ar-
gued that if Owaisi was genu-
inely concerned about trans-
parency and facts, he should 
seek clarity within regions 
where his party has a strong 
presence.

Owaisi talks about data on 
love jihad and wants it to be 
discussed in Parliament. Be-
fore that, he should answer 
these questions in Hyderabad, 
where his party has power 

and influence, Singh said. He 
alleged that the AIMIM chief 
was attempting to politicise a 
sensitive issue instead of ad-
dressing concerns at the 
grassroots level.

The Union Minister further 
claimed that statements made 

by Owaisi reflected a mindset 
that, according to him, sought 
to divide society along com-
munal lines. This kind of 
thinking promotes a jihadi 
mindset and does not help in 
maintaining harmony in the 
country, Singh said, reiterat-
ing his criticism of the AIM-
IM leader’s stance.

Singh also asserted that is-
sues related to women’s safe-
ty and social harmony should 
not be reduced to political 
rhetoric. He said that govern-
ments and political leaders 
have a responsibility to ensure 
that vulnerable sections of so-

ciety are protected, rather 
than engaging in debates that 
could inflame tensions.

The remarks come amid on-
going political sparring be-
tween the BJP and AIMIM 
over issues such as religious 
conversion, interfaith mar-
riages, and alleged cases of 
coercion, commonly referred 
to by some groups as ‘love 
jihad’. While Owaisi has re-
peatedly dismissed the term 
as politically motivated and 
unsupported by data, leaders 
from the BJP have maintained 
that the issue deserves serious 
attention.

GIRIRAJ TARGETS OWAISI
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CAPF deployment likely 
to be double compared 

to past four polls

Bengal doctor seeks 
crowdfunding to pay 
K30 lakh govt bond

BJP protests outside 
Delhi Assembly 
against Kejriwal

Kolkata
The deployment of Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) personnel for the 

crucial Assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal later 

this year might be dou-
ble, compared to what it 
was during the past four 
elections in the state, in-
cluding Assembly elec-
tions in 2016 and 2021 

and the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2019 and 2024. 
The Chief Electoral Of-

ficer (CEO), West Bengal, 
Manoj Kumar Agarwal, 

attended a meeting 
chaired by the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 

Gyanesh Kumar at the 
Election Commission of 
India’s headquarters in 

New Delhi, where one of 
the main agenda issues 

was in relation to the 
CPAF deployment for  
Assembly polls in the 

state this year.

Kolkata
Following the announce-
ment made by junior doc-
tor Aniket Mahato, one of 

the prominent faces 
seeking justice in the RG 

Kar rape-murder case, re-
garding his decision to 

withdraw from his Senior 
Resident (SR-ship) posi-

tion last week, he has 
now reached out to the 

public for financial assis-
tance to cover the gov-

ernment bond amounting 
to Rs 30 lakh. Mahato 

published a QR code on 
social media after resign-
ing from his Senior Resi-
dency earlier in the day. 

The QR code contains his 
bank account number. It 

has been revealed that Dr 
Aniket Mahato made 

public the bank account 
in his name at the  

Salt Lake branch of  
South Indian Bank. 

New Delhi
The BJP-led Delhi govern-
ment on Tuesday staged 
a protest outside the Del-
hi Assembly, strongly criti-
cising AAP supremo and 

former Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal over his 

remarks alleging that gov-
ernment school teachers 
were being deployed to 
count stray dogs. The 

second day of the Winter 
Session of the Delhi Leg-

islative Assembly wit-
nessed protests by both 

the BJP and the Aam 
Aadmi Party on different 
issues. The ruling party 
targeted the opposition 

over the dog-counting al-
legation, while the AAP 
continued its attack on 

the Rekha Gupta govern-
ment over air pollution in 

the national capital.

‘VB-G RAM G Act Will Be Milestone for Viksit Bharat’
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath hailed the VB-G RAM G Act as transformative for rural India

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday 
said the Viksit Bharat – Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission – Gramin (VB-G 
RAM G) Act would prove to 
be a major milestone in 
achieving the national vision 
of Viksit Bharat 2047. Strong-
ly defending the new rural job 
law, he criticised the Con-
gress and its allies for oppos-
ing what he described as a 
revolutionary reform aimed at 
strengthening the rural econ-
omy.

Addressing mediapersons, 
the Chief Minister said the 
VB-G RAM G Act would sig-
nificantly boost rural infra-
structure and accelerate de-
velopment across states, lay-

ing the foundation for a de-
veloped India. He stressed 
that empowering farmers, la-
bourers, and the rural econo-
my was essential to realise the 
broader vision of a developed 
nation. Praising Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Aditya-
nath congratulated him for 
introducing what he called a 
forward-looking and peo-
ple-centric law.

The Congress and its allies 
are raising various questions 
on this important legislation. 
In the interest of the nation, 
farmers, workers, and rural 
development, this step should 
have received full support, the 
Chief Minister said. 

He added that the law re-
flected the government’s 
commitment to transparency 
and accountability, and that 

people should acknowledge 
the role of the Prime Minister 
and the NDA in bringing such 
reforms.

Adityanath also pointed out 
that earlier rural employment 

schemes were plagued by 
fake job cards, weak social 
audits, and administrative 
shortcomings. According to 
him, these issues prevented 
the creation of durable assets 

and failed to deliver sustain-
able benefits to rural commu-
nities. He alleged that parties 
which ruled the country for 
decades and looted resources 
were now opposing the VB-G 

RAM G Act out of fear that 
their past failures would be 
exposed.

The people will question 
why such reforms were not 
undertaken when they were in 
power, he said, accusing the 
opposition of clinging to an 
old, corruption-ridden model 
instead of welcoming mean-
ingful change.

Highlighting key features 
of the new law, the Chief 
Minister said the guaranteed 
employment period had been 
increased from 100 days to 
125 days. He noted that wag-
es would now be paid weekly, 
eliminating long delays faced 
by workers in the past. In case 
of any delay, compensation 
provisions have also been in-
cluded, ensuring financial  
security for labourers.

Quality Is India’s Competitive 
Advantage: Min Pralhad Joshi
NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Dis-
tribution Pralhad Joshi on 
Tuesday said that quality is 
not merely a regulatory re-
sponsibility but also a power-
ful competitive advantage for 
India, underlining the vital role 
standards play in national de-
velopment. He was addressing 
the 79th Foundation Day cele-
brations of the Bureau of Indi-
an Standards (BIS), where he 
emphasised that adherence to 
quality benchmarks strengthens 
consumer confidence and en-
hances India’s global standing.

Speaking at the event, Joshi 
said standards act as bench-
marks for excellence and 
trust, helping Indian products 
compete effectively in both 
domestic and international 
markets. Quality is a respon-
sibility as well as a competi-
tive advantage. Standards 
serve as the foundation for 
consumer protection, ease of 
doing business, Make in In-
dia, and Aatmanirbhar Bharat, 
he said, stressing that a robust 
standards ecosystem is essen-
tial for sustainable economic 

growth.
The Union Minister re-

called the consistent emphasis 
placed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on quality in 
governance, service delivery, 
and manufacturing. He said 
the Prime Minister has pro-
vided a clear vision to make 
Made in India synonymous 
with quality, reliability, and 
global trust. According to 
Joshi, this focus has guided 
reforms aimed at improving 
systems, streamlining pro-
cesses, and raising product 
standards across sectors.

Highlighting the broader 
impact of quality systems, 
Joshi noted that strong stan-
dards protect consumers, im-
prove governance outcomes, 

and support businesses by 
making regulatory and opera-
tional processes simpler, more 
transparent, and dependable. 
He said quality-led growth 
not only benefits end-users 
but also creates a level play-
ing field for industry, encour-
aging innovation and efficien-
cy.

The minister reiterated the 
government’s commitment to 
the vision of Zero Defect, 
Zero Effect, which seeks to 
ensure that products manufac-
tured in India are of the high-
est quality while minimising 
environmental impact. He 
said achieving this vision re-
quires collective effort from 
policymakers, industry lead-
ers, standards-setting bodies, 
and manufacturers working 
together toward shared goals.

Joshi added that India’s 
larger ambition is to move be-
yond manufacturing to build-
ing trust. Our aim is to trans-
form ‘Made in India’ into 
‘Trusted by India’ and ‘Trust-
ed by the World’, he said, 
calling upon all stakeholders 
to internalise quality as a core 
value rather than a compli-
ance obligation.

BJP Will Not Compromise 
on Savarkar Ideology, 

Ashish Shelar Warns Pawar
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Information 
Technology Minister and BJP 
in charge of the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) elections Ashish 
Shelar on Tuesday issued his 
strongest warning yet to Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief and Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, as-
serting that the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party would not compro-
mise on its ideological foun-
dations for the sake of politi-
cal convenience.

Referring to Hindutva ideo-
logue Vinayak Damodar Sa-
varkar, Shelar said any party 
seeking to align with the BJP 
must accept Savarkar’s ideol-
ogy. We are followers of Sa-
varkar. Our party works on 
Savarkar’s ideology. If you 
want to be with us, you must 
accept it. If not, we will move 
ahead without you. If you 
stand in opposition, we will 
treat you as the opposition, 
Shelar said, delivering a blunt 
message aimed at the NCP 
faction led by Ajit Pawar.

Shelar’s remarks come 
amid Ajit Pawar’s repeated 
assertions that the Nationalist 
Congress Party functions on 
the ideology of Shiv, Phule, 
Shahu, and Ambedkar, under-
lining its secular credentials 
and indicating that it would 

not dilute its ideological posi-
tion. The BJP leader de-
scribed the alliance with Ajit 
Pawar’s party as unnatural, 
arguing that coalitions lacking 
ideological compatibility are 
inherently unstable and prone 
to internal conflict.

The sharp exchange has 
brought simmering tensions 
within Maharashtra’s ruling 
Mahayuti alliance into public 
view ahead of crucial munic-
ipal elections, including the 
high-stakes BMC polls. Se-
nior BJP leaders have increas-
ingly issued public warnings 
to Ajit Pawar, raising ques-
tions about the alliance’s co-
hesion and longevity.

The rift deepened after Ajit 
Pawar, during recent poll 
campaigning, remarked that 
allegations worth ₹70,000 
crore had once been levelled 
against him and that he was 
now sharing power with  
those who had made those ac-
cusations. The comment  
drew strong reactions from 
BJP leaders, who criticised 
the polit ical messaging  
and its implications for the 
alliance.

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, speaking at a public 
event in Katraj, cautioned al-
lies against underestimating 
the BJP, a remark widely in-
terpreted as an assertive sig-
nal within the coalition.

Andhra man dies 
by suicide after 
killing woman

TIRUPATI

A man allegedly killed a 
woman after she refused to 
continue their extramarital re-
lationship and later died by 
suicide in Tirupati, police said 
on Tuesday. The accused, 
identified as Somasekhar, 
who was working as gas de-
livery boy, slit the throat of 
the victim, identified as 
Lakshmi, at his room. Both 
the accused and the victim 
were in their early 30s.

Lakshmi, a native of Kham-
mam from neighbouring Tel-
angana State, had been resid-
ing in Jeevakona area along 
with her husband and son. 
She was working at a road-
side eatery near the RTC bus 
stand in the temple town.

Somashekar was a resident 
of Guttivaripalli in Renigunta 
mandal of Tirupati district, 
and was working at a gas 
agency in Tirupati town as the 
delivery boy. After separation 
from his wife, he was living 
alone at a room in Maruti 
Nagar, Korlagunta on the out-
skirts of the town.

Lakshmi had recently mi-
grated to Tirupati along with 
her husband and son for live-
lihood and was working at a 
samosa shop near the bus 
stand. According to police, 
Somasekhar developed ac-
quaintance with Lakshmi 
during gas cylinder deliveries 
to the samosa shop where she 
was working. This friendship 
later developed into an affair.

The accused became en-
raged when Lakshmi refused 
to continue the relationship. 
Police said he allegedly called 
her to his residence under the 
pretext of meeting her for the 
last time. During their conver-
sation, an argument ensued, 
and Somashekhar became fu-
rious after she asked him to 
end the relationship. He bru-
tally murdered Lakshmi by 
slitting her throat with a knife. 
After committing the crime, 
he hanged himself from the 
ceiling fan in the same room.

The incident came to light 
when people in the adjacent 
house became grew suspi-
cious and informed the police.

WBBSE issues guidelines for teachers 
and students in state-run schools

KOLKATA

The West Bengal Board of 
Seconda ry  Educa t i on 
(WBBSE) has issued guide-
lines for both teachers and 
students in state-run and 
state-aided schools, state 
Education Department 
sources said on Tuesday.  It 
has been learned that the 
WBBSE has issued a new 
circular for teachers and 
school authorities. Several 
instructions have been given 
in this. However, it has not 
been made public.

According to the sources, 
the guidelines stipulate that 
school teachers will not be 
allowed to conduct private 
tuition for personal gain. 
Also, using smartphones in 
the classroom is prohibited. 
Sources said that there have 
been complaints about 
teachers using smartphones 
in the classroom. Now, the 

board has clearly said that 
school authorities have been 
instructed to keep a close 
watch to ensure that teach-
ing and learning are not 
hampered due to the use of 
mobile phones.

It has been clearly men-
tioned that no activity that 
disrupts classroom learning 
will be permitted.

Sources said that the entry 
and exit times from schools 
for teachers have been fixed. 

The guidelines say that all 
teachers must be present at 
the prayer assembly in their 
respective schools at 10.40 
am. Any delay in arrival will 
be considered ‘late’. At the 
same time, arriving at school 
after 11.15 a.m. will be con-
sidered an absence for the 
day.

The guidelines also said 
that students cannot leave 
school before 4.30 p.m. 
when the day ends. Further-
more, the headmaster shall 
be responsible for keeping 
the school premises tobac-
co-free and ensuring health 
awareness and hygiene 
among the students.

The guidelines also in-
struct teachers to act as 
‘nodal teachers’ to ensure 
that the state government’s 
welfare schemes, such as 
Kanyashree, Sabuj Sathi, 
etc., are properly reaching 
the students.

Turning modern educational campuses 
into centres of unrest will not benefit

NEW DELHI

As slogans were raised 
against Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) campus by Left-wing 
student groups, the BJP on 
Tuesday criticised the inci-
dent, stating that turning mod-
ern educational campuses into 
centres of unrest and disorder 
serves no one’s interest. BJP 
leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
said, If modern educational 
campuses become centres of 
unrest and disorder, it will 
certainly reflect the activities 

of such radical syndicates. 
Slogans like ‘Modi, your 
grave will be dug’ or ‘Amit 
Shah, your grave will be dug’ 
are part of these syndicates, 
whose political motives target 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The government will take 
action, and anyone involved 
in such activities will face 
strict legal consequences. I 
believe that turning modern 
educational campuses into 
centres of unrest and disorder 
is neither in the interest of the 
students, nor the faculty, nor 
the institution itself, nor the 
country.

ED Attaches K50 Cr Assets 
of Gurugram Realty Group

NEW DELHI

The ED has attached a villa, a 
hotel, and a resort, besides 
land parcels and deposits 
worth over Rs 50 crore, in 
connection with a homebuy-
ers’ fraud” linked money 
laundering probe against Gu-
rugram-based realty firm 
Ocean Seven Buildtech Pvt 
Ltd (OSBPL).

The Enforcement Director-

ate, in a statement, said that 
the promoter and key deci-
sion-maker of the company, 
Swaraj Singh Yadav, played a 
“central role” in orchestrating 
the scheme and in deliberately 
diverting funds collected from 
homebuyers for the construc-
tion of houses.

Yadav was arrested by the 
central probe agency in  
November as part of the 
investigation.
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QUICK READ
Malaysia’s Ex-PM 

Mahathir hospitalized 
after fall

Pope Leo urges 
kindness as holy  

year ends

Mayon volcano alert 
raised as activity 

intensifies

Kuala Lumpur
Former Malaysian Prime 

Minister Mahathir Moham-
ad, 100, has been hospi-
talized after breaking his 
hip in a fall at home early 
Tuesday. He is receiving 
treatment and observa-

tion at the National Heart 
Institute and is expected 
to stay for several weeks. 

Mahathir, known for trans-
forming Malaysia into an 

industrial nation during his 
first 22-year tenure from 

1981 to 2003, also served 
briefly as prime minister 
again in 2018. He has a 

history of heart issues and 
past hospitalizations. De-
spite health challenges, 

the centenarian remains a 
prominent figure in Malay-

sian politics and public 
life.

Vatican City
Pope Leo XIV closed the 
Catholic Church’s Holy 

Year on Tuesday by seal-
ing the “Holy Door” at St. 

Peter’s Basilica, calling on 
Christians to help those in 
need and treat foreigners 

with compassion. He high-
lighted the 33.5 million pil-

grims who visited Rome, 
urging them not to see 

people as commodities. 
The Pope criticized prof-
it-driven economies and 
asked believers to recog-
nize humanity in visitors 
and strangers. The 2025 
jubilee, opened by Pope 

Francis and closed by Leo, 
drew pilgrims from 185 

countries. The next Holy 
Year is expected around 

2033, marking 2,000 
years since Jesus’ death.

Manila
Philippine authorities raised 
Mayon Volcano’s alert level 
to 3 on Tuesday after dome 
collapse activity increased, 
signaling a possible mag-

matic eruption. The Philip-
pine Institute of Volcano-

logy and Seismology (PHI-
VOLCS) reported repeated 

rockfalls, four volcanic 
earthquakes, and unstable 

lava dome movement since 
January 1. Alert Level 3 indi-

cates higher chances of 
lava flows, pyroclastic den-
sity currents, and explosive 
activity in the coming days 
or weeks. Residents within 
six kilometres of the volca-

no are urged to evacuate 
and follow official guid-

ance. Mayon, the country’s 
most active volcano, has a 
long history of eruptions, 

and authorities stress vigi-
lance for public safety.

Millions Australians face 
rising deadly wildfire risks

SYDNEY

Nearly seven million Austra-
lians are now living in areas 
most exposed to deadly wild-
fires, raising serious concerns 
about urban safety and disas-
ter preparedness, according to 
a new report.

The report, released by the 
Climate Council and Emer-
gency Leaders for Climate 
Action, warned that Australia 
faces a growing risk of a ma-
jor urban fire disaster similar 
to the deadly wildfires that hit 
Los Angeles in January 2025.

It found that outer suburban 
areas around major cities share 
dangerous characteristics with 
regions affected by recent in-
ternational fire disasters.

Cities including Sydney, 
Melbourne, Perth, Adelaide, 
Hobart, and Canberra have 
expanding urban fringes 
where homes sit close to 

highly flammable bushland. 
According to the report, the 
population living in outer sub-
urbs has risen by more than 
65 per cent since 2001, reach-
ing over 6.9 million people.

Alarmingly, up to 90 per 
cent of homes in high-
risk fire zones were 
built before modern 
bushfire safety stan-
dards were intro-
duced. Past research 
shows that only 10 per cent of 
fires cause nearly 78 per cent 
of fire-related deaths, with 
most fatalities occurring 
where cities meet bushland.

Greg Mullins, founder of 
Emergency Leaders for Cli-
mate Action and a former fire 
commissioner, said almost 
every Australian city now has 
a dangerous mix of condi-
tions. These include longer 
dry spells, strong winds, and 
a history of destructive fires, 

all of which increase the 
chance of catastrophic events.

He warned that climate pol-
lution is making fire weather 
more extreme, sometimes 
pushing fires beyond the lim-
its of modern firefighting ef-

forts. The report said 
Australia must urgent-
ly reduce climate pol-
lution to limit worsen-
ing fire conditions.

It also called for in-
creased funding and capacity 
for emergency services and 
better land management along 
city edges. Experts warned 
that without stronger preven-
tion and planning, wildfire 
threats to lives, homes, and 
infrastructure will continue to 
grow.

The findings highlight the 
urgent need for coordinated 
action to protect communities 
living on Australia’s expand-
ing urban frontlines.

SUBURB FIRE DANGERSU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Deadly floods hit 
North Sulawesi island
At least 444 Indonesians were evacuated due to floods, staying 
in shelters while equipment clears roads and damaged homes

JAKARTA

Flash floods triggered by 
heavy rain have killed at least 
14 people in Indonesia’s 
North Sulawesi province, 
while four others are still 
missing, officials said on 
Tuesday. 

The disaster struck early on 
Monday on Siau Island, part 
of the Siau Tagulandang Bi-
aro region, after intense rain-
fall caused rivers to overflow 
and fast-moving water to 
sweep through villages. Many 
victims were carried away by 
sudden surges of water, ac-
cording to local rescue au-
thorities.

Nuriadin Gumeleng, a 
spokesperson for the regional 
rescue agency, said search op-
erations are ongoing. Sixteen 
rescue workers have been de-
ployed to locate the four peo-
ple who remain unaccounted 
for. He added that at least 18 
people were injured in the 
floods, with some requiring 
hospital treatment.

Rescuers are also gathering 
information from residents to 

check if more people are 
missing. As of Tuesday, sev-
eral main roads were still 
blocked by thick mud, fallen 
rocks, and debris, making res-
cue and relief work difficult.

Indonesia’s disaster mitiga-
tion agency said at least 444 
residents have been evacuated 
from affected areas. Many are 
now staying in temporary 
shelters set up in schools and 
churches. Heavy equipment, 
including excavators, has 
been sent to clear roads and 
reopen access to cut-off com-
munities. North Sulawesi 
Governor Yulius Selvanus 
said the floods damaged or 
destroyed hundreds of homes 

as well as several government 
buildings, leaving many fam-
ilies without shelter.

The floods occurred during 
the peak of the rainy season in 
Sulawesi, as forecast by Indo-
nesia’s weather agency. Au-
thorities have warned that 
several regions, including 
Java, Sulawesi, Maluku, and 
Papua, face higher flood risks 
in January and February.

In recent years, Indonesia 
has seen increasingly severe 
floods. Environmental groups 
say deforestation linked to 
mining and logging has wors-
ened the impact of extreme 
weather, making communities 
more vulnerable to disasters.

Machado vows return, calls 
for Venezuela election

The US may engage 
interim President Delcy 
Rodriguez, Maduro ally, 
prompting Machado’s 

criticism over corruption, 
foreign ties, and lack of  
trust from Venezuelans 

and international 
investors

S. Korea probes church 
bribery claims jointly

SEOUL

South Korea’s prosecution 
and police have formed a 
joint investigation team to 
look into bribery allegations 
involving religious groups 
and politicians, the Supreme 
Prosecutors’ Office said on 
Tuesday.

The joint team was created 
after the legally fixed investi-
gation period of a special 
counsel ended last month 
without reaching full conclu-
sions. The earlier probe exam-
ined alleged bribery links be-
tween the Unification Church 
and lawmakers from both the 
ruling and opposition parties.

According to the prosecu-
tors’ office, the new team will 
expand the scope of the inves-
tigation. It will examine not 
only the Unification Church 
but also Shincheonji Church 
of Jesus and other religious 
groups. Investigators will 
check whether these organisa-
tions offered bribes to politi-
cians or tried to influence 
election outcomes.

Kim Tae-hoon, chief of the 
Seoul Southern District Pros-
ecutors’ Office, has been ap-
pointed to head the joint team. 
The group will include 47 
prosecutors and police offi-
cers and will operate from 
offices at the Seoul High 
Prosecutors’ Office and the 
Seoul Central District Prose-
cutors’ Office.

President Lee Jae Myung 
had earlier called for the cre-
ation of a special or joint in-

vestigation body. He said un-
covering the truth and fixing 
responsibility was important 
to prevent similar cases in the 
future.

The bribery claims first sur-
faced during a probe led by 
special counsel Min Joong-ki 
into alleged corruption linked 
to former first lady Kim Keon 
Hee. That investigation led to 
the indictment of opposition 
lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong 
and scrutiny of ruling party 
lawmaker Chun Jae-soo, 
among others.

The case has drawn wide 
public attention due to the in-
volvement of high-profile po-
litical figures and major reli-
gious groups.

Efforts to appoint another 
special counsel have stalled 
so far. Disagreements be-
tween rival political parties 
have delayed further action, 
prompting authorities to move 
ahead with the joint prosecu-
tion and police investigation 
instead.

Officials said the team will 
focus on gathering evidence 
and clarifying facts in an im-
partial manner.

Bangladesh 
elections see 

women largely 
excluded

DHAKA

Women remain largely miss-
ing from Bangladesh’s elec-
tion race despite making up 
nearly half of the country’s 
population, according to data 
released by the Election Com-
mission.

Out of 51 political parties 
contesting the February 12 
national polls, 30 have not 
fielded a single female candi-
date. The figures highlight a 
deep gender gap in political 
representation.

Among 2,568 candidates in 
the race, only 109 are women, 
accounting for just over four 
per cent. Of these, 72 have 
been nominated by political 
parties, while the rest are con-
testing as independents.

The exclusion is most visi-
ble among religious parties. 
Jamaat-e-Islami fielded 276 
candidates without nominat-
ing any women, while Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh also did 
not include a single female 
candidate among its 268  
nominees.

The Bangladesh National-
ist Party, despite being led by 
a woman for decades, gave 
tickets to only 10 women  
out of 328 candidates for  
300 seats. Other parties, in-
cluding Bangladesh Khilafat 
Majlis, Khilafat Majlis,  
and the Bangladesh Islami 
Front, also nominated only 
men.

Cambodia denies any intent 
behind Thai border firing

BANGKOK

Cambodia has said it had no 
intention of firing into Thai 
territory, following a border 
incident that injured a Thai 
soldier, according to the Thai 
Army. Thai Army spokesper-
son Winthai Suvaree said 
Cambodian military units 
contacted their Thai counter-
parts and explained the firing 
resulted from an operational 
error  dur ing a  rout ine  
mission.

Earlier on Tuesday, Thai-
land’s military said a mortar 
round was fired near the bor-
der around 7:25 a.m., violat-
ing a ceasefire agreed last 
month. The explosion wound-
ed one Thai soldier, causing 
shrapnel injuries to his right 
arm. Medical officials said his 
condition is stable and not 
life-threatening.

Thailand’s 2nd Area Com-

mand said the cause of the 
blast remains under investiga-
tion. Units have been instruct-
ed to increase vigilance to 
protect soldiers and nearby 
communities.

Cambodian authorities also 
said the situation along the 
border is gradually stabilising. 
More than 444,000 people, or 
about 68 per cent, of evacuees 
displaced during recent fight-
ing have returned home. 
Around 204,844 people, in-
cluding women and children, 
remain in temporary camps.

Cambodia and Thailand 

agreed to an immediate cease-
fire on December 27, 2025, 
after weeks of clashes. Cam-
bodia has again proposed 
holding a special border talks 
meeting in Siem Reap later 
this month.

The talks would focus on 
demarcation, reducing ten-
sions, and preventing future 
incidents, officials said. Both 
sides have stressed dialogue 
and restraint to maintain 
peace, protect civilians, and 
avoid renewed conflict along 
the sensitive frontier.

Officials said communica-
tion channels remain open, 
joint mechanisms are being 
used, and regional stability 
remains a shared priority 
amid ongoing monitoring, hu-
manitarian support, and diplo-
matic engagement efforts be-
tween the two neighbouring 
nations going forward togeth-
er peacefully.

China struggles to raise 
population after reforms

BEIJING

China is struggling to increase 
its population even after end-
ing its strict one-child policy 
a decade ago, according to a 
media report.

The one-child policy, intro-
duced in 1980, was aimed at 
controlling rapid population 
growth. It was officially 
scrapped in 2016 after con-
cerns grew over ageing citi-
zens and shrinking workforce 
numbers.

Despite the policy change 
and several incentives encour-
aging families to have more 
children, population growth 
has failed to recover. Between 
2022 and 2024, China’s pop-
ulation declined, highlighting 
the depth of the demographic 
challenge.

United Nations projections 
show that people aged above 
60 now make up over 20 per 
cent of China’s 1.4 billion 
population. By 2100, this fig-
ure could rise sharply, with 

older citizens possibly forming 
half of the total population.

President Xi Jinping has 
spoken about the need for 
“population security” and 
called the development of a 
high-quality population a na-
tional priority.

However, experts and citi-
zens say current measures are 
not enough. Many believe 
deeper issues such as high 
youth unemployment, expen-
sive housing, and the rising 
cost of raising children re-
main unaddressed.

A Beijing resident said en-
couraging people to have 
more children would require 
strong and sustained efforts, 
not just symbolic policies.

The long-running one-child 
policy also left China with a 
gender imbalance and many 
only children who now carry 
the full responsibility of car-
ing for elderly parents. This 
pressure is greater in areas 
where social security systems 
remain weak.

WASHINGTON

Venezuela’s main opposition 
leader Maria Corina Machado 
has said she plans to return to 
her country soon and push for 
fresh elections, declaring her 
movement ready to win a 
democratic vote.

Machado praised US Presi-
dent Donald Trump for the 
arrest of President Nicolas 
Maduro, calling it a historic 
moment for Venezuela. She 
said the opposition believes a 
political transition must now 
move forward.

Machado claimed the oppo-
sition won the 2024 election 
by a wide margin despite 
what she described as unfair 
conditions. She said that in a 
free and fair vote, the opposi-
tion would secure an over-
whelming victory.

She did not reveal where 
she is currently staying or 
give details of how she plans 
to return. Machado is wanted 
by Venezuelan authorities, 
and supporters of the ruling 
Socialist Party still control 

much of the state machinery. 
Trump, however, has sig-
nalled caution. He has said 
Venezuela needs stability be-
fore any election can take 
place and has called quick 
polls unrealistic.

The US administration is 
reportedly considering work-
ing with interim President 
Delcy Rodriguez, a close ally 
of Maduro. Machado strongly 
criticised this approach, ac-
cusing Rodriguez of corrup-
tion, abuse, and close ties 
with foreign powers. She said 
such leaders lack the trust of 

Venezuelans and international 
investors.

Machado praised Trump’s 
actions, saying they marked 
the defeat of a long-running 
dictatorship. She said Venezu-
ela could rebuild democracy, 
revive its oil industry, wel-
come back millions of mi-
grants, and restore rule of law. 
Maduro, now in US custody, 
has pleaded not guilty to 
drug-related charges in a New 
York court. His wife has also 
denied the allegations.

Inside Venezuela, tensions 
remain high. Authorities have 
ordered arrests of those ac-
cused of helping the US op-
erat ion,  while officials  
insist the situation is calm. 
Analysts say Venezuela now 
faces an uncertain period, 
with political change, stabil-
ity, and international pressure 
all shaping what comes  
next.

WHAT CHARGES DOES MADURO FACE? 
n �The indictment alleged Maduro and his allies “provided 

law enforcement cover and logistical support” to major 
drug trafficking groups. 

n �Maduro is accused of selling Venezuelan diplomatic 
passports to known drug traffickers and facilitating flights 
under diplomatic cover.

n �Maduro was indicted on four counts: narco-terrorism 
conspiracy, cocaine importation conspiracy, possession 
of machine guns.

n �The first lady is accused of ordering kidnappings and 
murders, as well as accepting bribes in 2007 to arrange 
a meeting between drug traffickers and the director of 
Venezuela’s National Anti-Drug Office.

Cambodia reports border situation stabilising, with 444,000 evacuees 
returned home, while 204,844, including women and children, stay in camps
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RBI may cut rates further in 2026
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India 
still has space to reduce inter-
est rates further in 2026 after 
delivering large rate cuts 
during 2025, according to a 
report by IIFL Capital.

The report said the RBI 
could cut policy rates by an-
other 50 basis points in 2026, 
following cumulative cuts of 
125 basis points announced 
last year. It noted that the gap 
between the repo rate and 
core inflation remains much 
higher than historical levels, 
creating room for more  
easing.

At present, the difference 

between the repo rate and 
core consumer price inflation 
stands at about 2.8 percentage 
points, compared to a sev-
en-year average of 1.1 per-
centage points. This suggests 
that interest rates remain  
relatively high despite low  
inflation.

The report added that con-
tinued monetary easing, along 
with ongoing deregulation, 
could help accelerate eco-
nomic growth. Improved 
credit conditions are also ex-
pected to support banks, 
which may outperform as 
lending activity strengthens.

In December, the RBI re-
duced the repo rate by 25 ba-
sis points to 5.25 per cent. 
Over the full year 2025, total 
rate cuts reached 125 basis 
points. India’s economic 
growth is expected to pick up 
in 2026, supported by reforms 
and the cumulative impact of 
past rate reductions. While 
global monetary support may 

remain limited, domestic fac-
tors are likely to play a bigger 
role.

The report highlighted that 
free trade agreements, espe-
cially with the European 
Union, and export-focused 
foreign investments could 
boost growth. A competitive 
rupee is also expected to help. 
Capital spending is likely to 
revive in the second half of 
FY27, adding momentum. In-
flation risks remain low, with 
crude oil prices expected to 
stay around 65 dollars per 
barrel Equity markets may 
also benefit, with earnings up-
grades and steady returns  
expected.

RATE RELIEF AHEAD

QUICK READ
S.Korea’s foreign 
reserves dip after 

months rise

Trent shares slide, 
investors worry over 

growth

Adani bond  
issue sells out  

very fast

Seoul
South Korea’s foreign re-

serves fell for the first time 
in seven months in De-

cember, the central bank 
said Tuesday, as currency 

market swings pushed au-
thorities to step in. Data 
from the Bank of Korea 

showed reserves dropped 
to 428.05 billion dollars, 

down 2.6 billion from No-
vember. Officials said ef-
forts to calm the won re-
duced reserve levels. The 
currency had weakened 

sharply, prompting verbal 
warnings and support 

measures. By year-end, 
foreign securities holdings 

fell, while deposits rose 
and gold stayed un-

changed. South Korea re-
mained the world’s 

ninth-largest reserve hold-
er, with China, Japan, and 

others ahead, globally 
ranked economies.

Mumbai
Shares of Tata Group re-

tailer Trent Limited fell 
sharply on Tuesday, losing 

over eight percent and 
erasing about Rs 13,000 

crore in market value. The 
drop came despite a 17 

percent rise in December 
quarter revenue. Investors 
focused on slower same-
store sales and lower rev-
enue per square foot, rais-
ing productivity concerns. 
Analysts said rapid store 

expansion may be affect-
ing performance. Trent 
added new Zudio and 

Westside outlets during 
the quarter. The stock’s 

fall extended recent loss-
es, deepening investor 
worries about slowing 

growth momentum. The 
company operates fash-
ion brands and remains 

part of the Tata retail 
portfolio nationwide.

New Delhi
Adani Enterprises Limited 

successfully raised Rs 
1,000 crore through its 
public bond issue on 

Tuesday, showing strong 
investor confidence. The 

base issue of Rs 500 
crore was fully subscribed 
within just ten minutes of 
opening. With the green 

shoe option included, to-
tal subscriptions crossed 

Rs 1,000 crore in less than 
forty five minutes. The is-
sue offers non convertible 
debentures with returns 

of up to 8.90 percent an-
nually. The bond sale will 
remain open until January 

19, 2026, and allotment 
will be done on a first 

come, first served basis. 
Market data showed 

overwhelming demand 
from investors.
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IEPFA boosts investor 
awareness through B’luru camp
Over 900 Bengaluru-area investors attended, accessing single-window grievance 
redressal, claim support, and on-the-spot investor services assistance for citizens

BENGALURU

The Investor Education and 
Protection Fund Authority 
IEPFA under the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs said on 
Tuesday it remains committed 
to promoting investor aware-
ness and protection across 
India.

As part of this effort the 
Authority organised a Nivesh-
ak Shivir in Bengaluru in col-
laboration with the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
and key Market Infrastructure 
Institutions. The one-day 
camp was held under IEPFA’s 
nationwide outreach series 
which focuses on cities hav-
ing large volumes of un-
claimed investments.

More than 900 investors 
and claimants from Bengaluru 
and nearby areas took part, 
receiving a single-window 

platform for grievance redres-
sal, claim support, and inves-
tor service guidance. The 
event aimed to bring financial 
services closer to citizens by 
offering direct help and on-
the-spot assistance.

Bengaluru became the lat-
est host city after similar 
camps in Pune, Hyderabad, 
Jaipur, and Amritsar, showing 

IEPFA’s continued focus on a 
transparent, accessible, and 
investor-friendly financial 
system. During the Shivir, 
long-pending cases of un-
claimed dividends and shares 
older than six years were  
addressed.

Investors also completed 
KYC and nomination updates 
and received help on pending 

IEPFA claims. Dedicated ki-
osks set up by companies and 
registrar agents allowed peo-
ple to interact directly with 
officials, reducing delays and 
avoiding middlemen.

Participants praised the 
camp for quick solutions, 
clarity, and transparency, as 
issues that usually take 
months were resolved faster. 
IEPFA also released a simple 
guidebook explaining claim 
steps and investor services, 
strengthening public trust and 
financial awareness nation-
wide.

The initiative reflects grow-
ing efforts to empower ordi-
nary investors, encourage in-
formed decisions, and build 
confidence in India’s regulat-
ed, fair, and inclusive capital 
markets for future generations 
across regions nationwide 
through active outreach.

Domestic demand 
to power India 

GDP growth
NEW DELHI

India’s economic growth in 
FY27 will be largely driven 
by strong domestic consump-
tion and steady credit expan-
sion, according to a new re-
port. The report by SBI Mutu-
al Fund said real GDP is ex-
pected to grow by about 7.2 
per cent in FY27, while nom-
inal GDP could rise by nearly 
11 per cent.

Bank credit growth is pro-
jected at 13 to 14 per cent 
during the year. Credit growth 
has already picked up, rising 
from 9 per cent in May to 
11.4 per cent by November 
2025, with overall credit like-
ly to grow 10.5 to 11 per cent 
in FY26.

The fund house said house-
hold borrowing is expected to 
grow faster than corporate 
credit, supporting demand-led 
sectors and premium products 
in the near term. India’s econ-
omy is estimated to have 
grown around 7.5 per cent in 
FY26, even as exports remain 
the weakest link. Inflation, 
however, is expected to stay 
under control.

Equity market trends seen 
in 2025 are likely to continue 
into 2026, the report said. 
Emerging market equities and 
hard assets such as industrial 
commodities are expected to 
remain supported as global 

growth improves. As Indian 
markets see moderation in 
valuation premiums compared 
to other emerging markets, 
they are likely to attract 
steady investment flows.

Policy support should aid 
economic growth and help 
equities move gradually high-
er, though fresh supply may 
limit sharp gains. The fund 
prefers sectors including pow-
er, gas transmission, capital 
goods, cement, and renewable 
energy.

CPI inflation is expected 
near 4 per cent in FY27, with 
the Reserve Bank of India 
likely to stay on a prolonged 
pause. Global growth remains 
resilient, supported by spend-
ing worldwide.

The fund house 
expects faster 

household borrowing 
than corporate credit, 
boosting demand-led 

sectors, with India 
growing 7.5% in FY26 
despite weak exports 

and controlled inflation

India service 
sector stays 

strong despite 
slowdown

NEW DELHI

India’s service sector contin-
ued to show strong growth in 
December, even as momen-
tum eased slightly toward the 
end of the year, according to 
a new report.

The HSBC India Services 
PMI Business Activity Index 
stood at 58 in December, 
down from 59.8 in November. 
Despite the decline, the index 
remained well above the 50 
mark that separates growth 
from contraction and also 
higher than its long-term av-
erage. 

The report compiled by S 
and P Global said growth in 
new work and output slowed 
compared to the past eleven 
months as companies became 
cautious about hiring.

New domestic and export 
orders still rose at healthy lev-
els, with demand coming 
from Asia, North America, the 
Middle East and the United 
Kingdom. Firms reported 
faster increases in input costs 
and prices charged to custom-
ers compared to November, 
though inflation levels stayed 
below long-term averages.

Service providers said 
growth was supported by 
competitive pricing, strong 
demand and positive client 
interest. However, companies 
also noted rising competition, 
with more alternative provid-
ers and cheaper services lim-
iting faster expansion.

S and P Global said the 
softening of some indicators 
could point to slower growth 
in early 2026, even though 
performance remains solid. A 
key positive factor is low in-
flation, which may help firms 
control costs, limit price hikes 
and support higher sales and 
job creation.

While the weak rupee 
raised import costs, it also 
helped make Indian service 
exports more competitive. 
Despite signs of moderation, 
services exports rose faster in 
December.

Institutional inflows hit a record $4.2 billion in Q3, driven by 
stable global conditions and early trade normalisation

Institutional investments  
surge to record in realty

MUMBAI

Institutional investments in 
India’s real estate sector 
touched a record 8.5 billion 
dollars in 2025, marking a 
strong 29 per cent rise com-
pared to the previous year, 
according to a new report. 
The report by Colliers India 
said domestic institutional in-
vestors played a major role, 
with investments more than 
doubling to 4.8 billion dollars. 
This accounted for nearly 57 
per cent of total inflows 
during the year.

Foreign investments stood 
at 3.7 billion dollars, showing 
a 16 per cent decline, though 
cross-border investments im-
proved toward the end of the 
year. The final quarter showed 
clear signs of recovery in 
global investor confidence.

Quarterly inflows peaked at 

an all-time high of 4.2 billion 
dollars in the October to De-
cember period, making it the 
strongest quarter ever for in-
stitutional investments in In-
dian real estate. The report 
noted that the record inflows 
came at a time when the glob-
al economy remained stable, 
with early signs of trade nor-
malisation despite ongoing 
tariff discussions worldwide.

Office assets remained the 
most preferred segment, at-

tracting 4.5 billion dollars, or 
54 per cent of total invest-
ments. This was nearly double 
the amount seen in 2024, sup-
ported by higher demand for 
quality office spaces.

Bengaluru and Mumbai to-
gether attracted about half of 
the total inflows, amounting 
to nearly 4 billion dollars. Of-
fice properties accounted for 
close to three-fourths of in-
vestments in these two cities.

The year also saw the list-
ing of the fourth office-fo-
cused REIT and major asset 
purchases by existing REITs, 
supported by strong tenant 
demand, higher occupancy, 
and rising rentals. Looking 
ahead, the report expects 
greater institutional participa-
tion and consolidation, with 
several office assets likely to 
be added to future REIT  
platforms.

Japan urged to anchor 
inflation expectations

TOKYO

A senior member of a Japanese government panel has urged 
the Bank of Japan to guide its policies in a way that keeps 
long-term inflation expectations anchored around the 2 per 
cent target.

Masazumi Wakatabe, a former deputy governor of the Bank 
of Japan and now a member of a key economic panel, said 
inflation is likely to slow as cost pressures ease. He noted that 
this could help real wages turn positive in 2026, according to 
minutes of a government council meeting held last month.

Wakatabe said that if current trends continue smoothly, Ja-
pan’s output gap may improve and the economy could begin 
to show positive signs. However, he warned that Japan also 
faces risks linked to the current inflation phase, especially 
rising interest rates.

He stressed the importance of maintaining market confi-
dence in Japan’s public finances at a time when bond yields 
are climbing. Japanese government bond yields have been 
rising as investors react to expansionary fiscal signals and 
expectations of further rate hikes by the central bank.

Inflation in Japan has stayed above the 2 per cent target for 
nearly four years, driven mainly by persistent food price pres-
sures. Markets now expect the central bank to continue tight-
ening policy gradually.

Office leasing hits record on GCC demand
NEW DELHI

India’s office leasing market 
reached a milestone in 2025, 
with total absorption touching 
82.6 million square feet, ac-
cording to a report.

The report by CBRE South 
Asia said office leasing rose 
around one per cent com-
pared to the previous year, 
showing steady growth. 
Technology firms, flexible 
workspace operators, and 
banking and financial ser-
vices companies together ac-
counted for nearly 60 per 
cent of the total leasing activ-
ity during the year.

Bengaluru, Mumbai, and 
Delhi-NCR remained the top 
markets, contributing about 
61 per cent of the overall of-
fice space absorption across 
the country. Global Capability 
Centres emerged as a major 
growth driver, accounting for 

around 39 per cent of leasing 
activity during the fourth 
quarter of 2025.

CBRE said global compa-
nies are expanding their pres-
ence in India through GCCs, 
attracted by cost efficiency, 
skilled talent, and digital in-
frastructure. These centres 
are expected to drive 35 to 
40 per cent of total office 
space demand in 2026, with 
growth from mid-sized firms, 
global unicorns, and new 
sectors.

The technology sector is 
likely to continue leading de-

mand, with companies focus-
ing on hiring skilled profes-
sionals in artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning, data 
analytics, and cloud comput-
ing. Office demand was sup-
ported by steady investments 
and expansion plans of Indian 
and foreign companies, 
backed by digital transforma-
tion efforts.

Quarterly leasing during 
October to December rose 15 
per cent to 22.2 million 
square feet, led by activity in 
Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Del-
hi-NCR. GCCs leased about 
8.5 million square feet in the 
quarter, with Bengaluru, Hy-
derabad, and Delhi-NCR 
emerging as preferred destina-
tions.

US firms lead GCC expan-
sion, while companies from 
Europe and Asia-Pacific are 
also setting up centres in  
India.

Cement firms see strong growth amid demand
NEW DELHI

Cement companies are ex-
pected to post healthy revenue 
growth in the third quarter, 
supported by strong demand 
conditions, according to a re-
port by Axis Direct.

The report said cement de-
mand in Q3FY26 is projected 
to grow by 11 per cent year-
on-year, driven mainly by 
higher infrastructure activity 
and steady demand from the 
affordable housing segment. 
It noted that robust volume 
growth is likely to continue 
during the quarter, helped by 
government-led infrastructure 
spending and sustained hous-
ing demand across regions.

Rural markets are expected 

to outperform urban areas in 
Q3FY26. This trend is being 
supported by above-average 
monsoon conditions and sta-
ble wage growth in rural ar-
eas, which have improved 
purchasing power.

At the same time, continued 
spending on roads, railways, 
and other public infrastructure 
projects is expected to pro-
vide stability to overall ce-
ment demand and support 
higher volumes. The report 
said the demand environment 

for cement remains positive 
and this momentum is expect-
ed to continue into the second 
half of FY26.

While cement prices may 
stay competitive due to in-
creased competition and new 
supply entering the market, 
companies are likely to benefit 
from strong volume growth. 
Infrastructure activity remains 
a key growth driver, along with 
steady housing demand in both 
urban and semi-urban areas.

For the full financial year, 
cement demand is expected to 
grow between 7 and 8 per 
cent in FY26. This growth 
outlook is backed by the gov-
ernment’s continued focus on 
capital expenditure and infra-
structure development.

India Russian oil imports set to fall
NEW DELHI

India’s imports of Russian crude oil are expected to decline 
sharply in January after Reliance Industries said it is not expect-
ing any delivery during the month.

Reliance Industries, which was India’s biggest buyer of Rus-
sian oil last year, said its Jamnagar refinery has not received any 
Russian oil cargo in the past three weeks. The company also 
denied reports claiming that three Russian oil vessels were 
heading to its refinery.

The clarification came amid rising pressure from the United 
States over India’s continued purchase of Russian crude. US 
President Donald Trump recently said Washington could raise 
tariffs further on India due to such imports. Following the state-
ment, shares of Reliance Industries fell over five per cent during 
Tuesday’s trading session, even as broader markets remained 
mixed.

India became the largest buyer of Russian crude after Western 
sanctions were imposed on Moscow over the Ukraine war. 
However, these purchases have drawn criticism from the US 
and Europe, which argue that oil revenues support Russia’s war 
efforts.
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Most Powerful

Modern warfare has evolved into a sophisticated dance of technology, engineering, 
and strategic innovation. Today’s most powerful war machines represent the 
pinnacle of human ingenuity applied to military capability, combining cutting-edge 
electronics, advanced materials, and devastating firepower. These instruments of 
modern combat span across land, sea, air, and even space, each 
designed to project power and maintain strategic advantages 
in an increasingly complex global security environment.

The Evolution of Military Technology

The concept of war machines has transformed dra-
matically over the past century. Where once cav-

alry charges and artillery barrages decided battles, to-
day’s conflicts are shaped by stealth technology, pre-
cision-guided munitions, and networked warfare sys-
tems. The most powerful war machines of our era are 

not merely weapons but integrated platforms that 
gather intelligence, communicate across vast distanc-

es, and deliver force with unprecedented accuracy. 
This evolution reflects changing military doctrines 
that emphasize speed, precision, and information 

dominance over sheer destructive capacity. Modern 
war machines must operate in contested environments 
where adversaries possess sophisticated detection and 
countermeasure capabilities, requiring constant inno-
vation to maintain tactical and strategic advantages.

The development of stealth technology has rev-
olutionized air combat, and the F-22 Raptor 

stands as perhaps the most formidable air superi-
ority fighter ever built. Entering service in 2005, 

this fifth-generation fighter combines stealth, 
speed, agility, and advanced avionics in a package 
that remains unmatched in air-to-air combat. The 
F-22’s stealth characteristics derive from its care-
fully shaped airframe, radar-absorbent materials, 

and internal weapons carriage. Its radar cross-sec-
tion is reportedly comparable to a marble, making 

it nearly invisible to enemy air defense systems 
until it’s too late. The aircraft can supercruise at 

supersonic speeds without using fuel-guzzling af-
terburners, maintaining both stealth and efficien-
cy during extended missions. Equally impressive 
is the F-35 Lightning II, a multi-role stealth fight-
er designed for versatility rather than pure air su-
periority. The F-35 exists in three variants for the 

Air Force, Navy, and Marines, with the F-35B 
featuring short takeoff and vertical landing capa-

bilities. What distinguishes the 
F-35 is its sensor fusion capa-

bility, combining data from 
multiple sources to provide pilots 
with unprecedented situational 

awareness. The aircraft essentially func-
tions as a flying intelligence, surveillance, 

and reconnaissance platform that can also en-
gage targets with precision weapons. Stealth 

bombers represent another category of invisible 
warfare. The B-2 Spirit, with its distinctive flying 
wing design, can penetrate sophisticated air de-
fense networks to deliver both conventional and 
nuclear weapons. Its successor, the B-21 Raider, 
promises even greater capabilities with improved 

stealth characteristics and more advanced  
systems, though details remain classified.

Stealth 
Aircraft: 

Masters of 
Invisible 
Warfare

Aircraft Carriers: Floating Cities of Power

Strategic bombers represent the ultimate expression of 
long-range power projection. The United States operates 

a triad of bombers that span from Cold War veterans to cut-
ting-edge designs, each serving distinct roles in the nuclear 
and conventional deterrence mission. The B-52 Stratofor-
tress, despite entering service in 1955, remains relevant 

through continuous upgrades. Its cavernous weapons bay 
and external hardpoints can carry everything from cruise 
missiles to precision-guided bombs, while its long range 

and endurance make it ideal for extended missions. 
Plans call for keeping the B-52 in service until 2050, 
making it a century-spanning design. The supersonic 
B-1B Lancer serves as a conventional heavy bomber,  
capable of carrying the largest payload of guided and  

unguided weapons in the Air Force inventory.

Modern air defense systems have evolved into sophis-
ticated networks capable of tracking and engaging 

multiple targets simultaneously. Russia’s S-400 and up-
coming S-500 systems can reportedly engage aircraft, 

cruise missiles, and even ballistic missiles at ranges ex-
ceeding 250 miles. These systems integrate multiple radar 
types, command and control networks, and various mis-

sile interceptors to create overlapping fields of fire. Amer-
ican systems like the Patriot Advanced Capability-3 and 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense provide layered  

defense against different threat types.

Strategic 

Bombers: 

Long-Range 

Devastation

Main Battle Tanks: Armored Fist of Ground Forces
Despite predictions of their obsolescence, main battle 

tanks remain crucial components of modern 
armies, combining firepower, protection, and mobility 
in a single platform. The latest generation of tanks in-

corporates composite armor, active protection systems, 
and advanced fire control that would seem like science 

fiction to tankers from previous eras. The American 
M1A2 Abrams, particularly in its SEPv3 (System En-
hancement Package version 3) configuration, exempli-
fies modern tank design. Its gas turbine engine provides 
impressive acceleration and speed, while its composite ar-
mor, supplemented by reactive armor tiles, offers protec-
tion against a wide range of threats. The 120mm smooth-

bore cannon can engage targets at distances exceeding two 
miles, guided by thermal imaging, laser rangefinding, and 
ballistic computers that account for variables like wind, 

temperature, and target motion. Russia’s T-14 Armata rep-
resents a radical departure from traditional tank design, 

featuring an unmanned turret with the crew protected in an 
armored capsule in the hull. Its active protection system 
can reportedly intercept incoming projectiles, while its 

125mm cannon or optional 152mm gun provides formida-
ble firepower. However, production has been limited, and 
combat performance remains largely untested. Germany’s 
Leopard 2A7+ combines proven reliability with modern 
upgrades, including enhanced urban warfare capabilities 
and improved armor packages. South Korea’s K2 Black 
Panther features an autoloader and hydropneumatic sus-
pension that allows the tank to “kneel” or “lean” to im-

prove firing angles, while Israel’s Merkava IV prioritizes 
crew protection with its engine-forward design and  

trophy active protection system.

Despite the technological 
sophistication of mod-

ern war machines, their ef-
fectiveness ultimately de-
pends on the training, judg-
ment, and courage of the hu-
mans who operate them. The 
most advanced fighter air-
craft is only as capable as its 
pilot, and the most powerful 
naval vessel is only as effec-
tive as its crew. Modern mil-
itaries invest heavily in train-

ing programs that allow per-
sonnel to extract maximum 
capability from their equip-
ment while adapting to rap-
idly changing battlefield 
conditions. Moreover, the in-
tegration of these various 
systems into coherent opera-
tional concepts requires so-
phisticated command and 
control, robust logistics, and 
clear strategic thinking. The 
most powerful military forc-

es are those that can effec-
tively combine different 
types of war machines into 
coordinated operations that 
leverage their respective 
strengths while compensat-
ing for weaknesses. The 
most powerful war machines 
in the world today represent 
centuries of accumulated 
military experience com-
bined with cutting-edge  
technology.

The Human 
Element

Hypersonic Weapons:  
The Next Frontier

The development of hypersonic weap-
ons represents a new chapter in mili-

tary technology. These systems, capable 
of traveling at speeds exceeding Mach 5, 

challenge traditional defense systems 
with their combination of speed and ma-
neuverability. Russia’s Kinzhal and Avan-
gard systems, China’s DF-17, and ongoing 

American programs like the AGM-183 
ARRW suggest that hypersonic weapons 
will play an increasingly important role in 
future conflicts. What makes hypersonic 
weapons particularly challenging is their 

flight profile. Unlike ballistic missiles that 
follow predictable parabolic trajectories, 
hypersonic glide vehicles can maneuver 
during flight, making interception ex-

tremely difficult with current technology. 
The compressed timeframe for detection 

and response fundamentally changes  
defensive calculations.

Nuclear-powered submarines, partic-
ularly ballistic missile submarines, 

represent perhaps the most survivable 
component of nuclear deterrence. These 
vessels can remain submerged for 
months, silently patrolling vast ocean 
areas while carrying enough firepower 
to devastate entire nations. The Ohio-
class submarines of the U.S. Navy each 
carry 20 Trident II ballistic missiles, 
with each missile capable of carrying 
multiple independently targetable reen-
try vehicles. The certainty that several 

of these submarines are always at sea, 
undetectable and ready to launch, forms 
a cornerstone of strategic stability. Rus-
sia, China, the United Kingdom, and 
France maintain their own ballistic mis-
sile submarine fleets, ensuring sec-
ond-strike capability. Attack subma-
rines like the Virginia-class serve dif-
ferent but equally vital roles. These 
vessels hunt enemy submarines, gather 
intelligence, conduct special operations 
support, and can strike land targets with 
cruise missiles.

Submarines: 
Silent 

Hunters of 
the Deep

Submarines: 
Silent 

Hunters of 
the Deep

Integrated Air Defense Systems

Among the most formidable war machines ever created are nuclear-powered aircraft 
carriers, with the United States Navy’s Gerald R. Ford-class carriers representing the 

current apex of this technology. These massive vessels, displacing over 100,000 tons, 
serve as mobile airbases capable of projecting power across thousands of miles of ocean. 
The USS Gerald R. Ford, commissioned in 2017, incorporates revolutionary technologies 
including electromagnetic aircraft launch systems that replace traditional steam catapults, 

advanced arresting gear, and a redesigned island superstructure. The ship can carry ap-
proximately 75 aircraft and houses a crew of over 4,500 sailors. Its two nuclear reactors 
provide virtually unlimited range and can generate enough electricity to power a small 

city. What makes carriers truly powerful is not just their individual capabilities but their 
role as the centerpiece of carrier strike groups. Accompanied by guided-missile cruisers, 
destroyers, submarines, and supply ships, a carrier strike group represents a complete na-

val task force capable of conducting sustained combat operations far from home ports. The 
ability to launch and recover fixed-wing aircraft at sea gives these vessels unmatched flex-

ibility in power projection, humanitarian assistance, and deterrence. Other nations have 
developed their own carrier capabilities, though none match the scale of American su-

per-carriers. China’s Type 003 Fujian, launched in 2022, represents Beijing’s growing na-
val ambitions, while Russia, France, India, and the United Kingdom maintain their own 

carrier fleets. Each design reflects different strategic priorities and technological capabili-
ties, but all share the fundamental advantage of mobile aviation at sea.

War Machines
in the World
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Aryna 
Sabalenka 

Says ‘Battle 
of the Sexes’ 

Pays Off After 
Ruthless Win

Salah Stars Again for Egypt 
as Nigeria Routs Mozambique

Late Salah strike saves Egypt as Nigeria cruise with dominant last-16 victory
RABAT

 
Mohamed Salah once again 
proved decisive for Egypt, 
scoring with the final kick of 
extra time to secure a 3-1 vic-
tory over Benin in the Africa 
Cup of Nations last 16, while 
Nigeria stormed into the quar-
terfinals with a comprehen-
sive 4-0 rout of Mozambique.

Egypt were forced to dig 
deep after being surprisingly 
held to a 1-1 draw in regula-
tion time by a resilient Benin 
side. The seven-time African 
champions had taken the lead 
earlier but were stunned in the 
83rd minute when Benin 
winger Jodel Dossou reacted 
quickest to a rebound to 
equalise and send the contest 
into extra time.

With penalties looming, 
Egypt finally found the break-
through. Salah, who had been 

closely marked throughout 
the match, stepped up when it 
mattered most, firing home in 
the dying seconds of extra 
time to seal the win. His late 
strike capped another influen-
tial performance from the 
Liverpool forward, reaffirm-
ing his status as Egypt’s talis-
man on the continental stage.

The victory sends Egypt 
into the quarterfinals, keeping 
alive their hopes of reclaim-
ing the Africa Cup of Nations 
title after falling short in re-
cent editions.

Earlier in the day, Nigeria 
produced one of the most 
dominant displays of the tour-
nament, sweeping aside Mo-

zambique 4-0 to book their 
place in the last eight with 
ease. The Super Eagles con-
trolled the game from the out-
set, combining pace, power 
and precision to overwhelm 
their opponents.

Nigeria opened the scoring 
in the first half and never 
looked back, adding three 
more goals as Mozambique 
struggled to cope with their 
intensity and attacking depth. 
The emphatic win underlined 
Nigeria’s credentials as one of 
the tournament favourites and 
sent a strong message to the 
remaining contenders.

With both Egypt and Nige-
ria advancing, the quarterfinal 
lineup continues to take 
shape, setting the stage for 
high-profile clashes as Afri-
ca’s premier international 
tournament heads into its de-
cisive phase.

West Ham Signs Lazio 
Striker Valentine Castellanos 

in Big Transfer Move
LONDON

 
West Ham United have com-
pleted the signing of Lazio 
striker Valentine “Taty” Cas-
tellanos in a significant 
transfer move that appears to 
signal renewed backing for 
head coach Nuno Espírito 
Santo amid growing pres-
sure on his position.

The Premier League club 
confirmed the deal, an-
nouncing that Castellanos 
had been “identified as a key 
target by head coach Nuno 
Espírito Santo,” a clear show 
of confidence in the Portu-
guese manager, who has 
faced speculation over his 
future following recent poor 
results. Castellanos has 
joined the Hammers on a 
four-and-a-half-year con-
tract, with an option for a 
further year. West Ham did 
not disclose the transfer fee 
for the 27-year-old Argen-
tine forward. In his first in-
terview with the club, Cas-
tellanos highlighted the role 
Nuno played in bringing him 
to east London. “The guys 
have welcomed me really 
well, the coach and all,” he 
said, underlining the manag-
er’s influence in his decision 
to join.

Nuno has been in charge 
at West Ham only since Sep-
tember, but his tenure has 

already come under scrutiny. 
Saturday’s 3-0 defeat to pre-
viously winless Wolver-
hampton Wanderers left the 
Hammers languishing in 
18th place in the Premier 
League standings. West 
Ham are back in action on 
Tuesday against Nottingham 
Forest, a match seen as cru-
cial in easing pressure on the 
coaching staff.

Castellanos arrives with 
experience across multiple 
leagues. He joined Lazio in 
2023 and departs the Italian 
club having scored 22 goals 
in 98 appearances. This sea-
son, his progress was slowed 
by a hamstring injury, 
though he still managed two 
goals in 12 matches.

The striker has also repre-
sented Argentina twice at 
international level and previ-
ously enjoyed success in 
Major League Soccer, win-
ning the MLS Cup with 
New York City FC. Known 
for his work rate, movement, 
and finishing, Castellanos is 
expected to add much-need-
ed firepower to a West Ham 
side struggling for goals.

With the January window 
open and results urgently 
needed, the signing could 
prove pivotal both for West 
Ham’s survival push and for 
stabilising Nuno Espírito 
Santo’s reign.

MUNICH
 

Bayern Munich’s latest 
teenage sensation Lennart 
Karl has found himself at 
the centre of attention after 
openly admitting that Real 
Madrid is his “dream 
club,” a comment that 
drew laughter at a fan 
event but sparked criticism 
online among Bayern sup-
porters.

The 17-year-old mid-
fielder, who became Bay-
ern’s youngest-ever Cham-
pions League goalscorer in 
October, made the remark 
during a traditional New 
Year fan gathering on Sun-
day. Asked during a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
whether he had a “dream 
club” other than Bayern, 
Karl responded with strik-
ing honesty.

“Bayern’s a very, very 
big club in any case, and 
it’s a dream to play there, 
but some day I’d definitely 
like to go to Real Madrid. 
That’s my dream club, but 
that stays between us,” 
Karl said, drawing laughter 
from fans in attendance. 
The  comments  were 
broadcast by Sky Sport in 
Germany. He was quick to 
add, “But obviously Bay-
ern is something very, very 
special and it’s lots and 
lots of fun at the club.”

While those present ap-
peared to take the teenag-

er’s words in good spirit, 
the reaction online was 
less forgiving. Some Bay-
ern fans questioned Karl’s 
loyalty to the club, ex-
pressing concern that such 
statements could be a dis-
traction for a player still in 
the early stages of his ca-
reer.

Karl is a product of Bay-
ern’s renowned youth 
academy and has risen rap-
idly through the ranks. He 
made his senior debut in a 
10-0 rout of Auckland City 
at the Club World Cup in 
June and has since estab-
lished himself as a regular 
this season. The midfielder 
has scored six goals in 22 
appearances across compe-
titions, underlining his 
growing importance to the 
team.

Despite the criticism, 
Karl’s comments reflect 
the admiration many 
young players hold for 
Real Madrid, one of foot-
ball’s most decorated 
clubs. For now, Bayern re-
main central to his devel-
opment, but the episode 
highlights the scrutiny that 
comes with early success 
at one of Europe’s biggest 
clubs.

As Karl continues to ma-
ture on the pitch, Bayern 
will hope his focus re-
mains on his football, even 
as his long-term dreams 
make headlines.

Bayern’s 17-Year-Old 
Prodigy Lennart Karl 
Calls Real Madrid His 
‘Dream Club’

Teenage midfielder sparks 
debate after candid admission 

at Bayern fan gathering

STRASBOURG
 

Liam Rosenior on Tuesday 
confirmed that he has “ver-
bally agreed” to take over as 
Chelsea manager, describing 
the role at the Premier 
League giants as “an oppor-
tunity I cannot turn down.”

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at his current club 
Strasbourg, Rosenior all but 
confirmed his imminent 
move to Stamford Bridge. “It 
looks like I am going to be 
the next manager of that 
football club (Chelsea),” the 
41-year-old Englishman said, 
adding that formalities were 
expected to be completed 
shortly.

Rosenior had been widely 
touted as the frontrunner to 
replace Enzo Maresca, who 
was sacked by Chelsea on 
Thursday, with his candidacy 
strengthened by the fact that 
both Chelsea and Strasbourg 
are owned by the same con-
sortium, BlueCo. While 
Chelsea are yet to officially 
announce the appointment, 
talks were held with Rose-
nior in London on Monday.

“Everything is agreed and 
it will probably go through 
in the next few hours,” Ros-
enior said. He explained that 

he wanted to address the sit-
uation publicly in Stras-
bourg out of respect for the 
club and its supporters. “I’m 
here because I care about 
this club and I felt it was 
right to answer your ques-
tions physically here today 
before I move on.”

Rosenior, who has no prior 
experience as a Premier 
League head coach, will be-
come Chelsea’s fourth per-
manent manager since Blue-
Co took control of the club in 
2022. His appointment marks 
another bold move by the 
London side as they contin-
ue to reshape their manage-
rial structure.

The former Hull City 
boss began his coaching ca-
reer at Derby County in 
2019, working under Phillip 
Cocu before becoming as-
sistant to Wayne Rooney. He 
briefly served as interim 
manager in 2022 before tak-
ing charge of Hull City later 
that year. After an 18-month 
spell, he was dismissed and 
subsequently appointed 
Strasbourg manager in July 
2024.

At Strasbourg, Rosenior 
impressed by guiding the 
Ligue 1 side to a sev-
enth-place finish last season, 

earning plaudits for his work 
with a young squad. He now 
faces the biggest challenge of 
his career, stepping 
into the intense 
spotlight that 
comes with 
manag ing 
one of En-
g l a n d ’ s 
most scru-
t i n i s e d 
clubs.

Liam Rosenior Says He Has ‘Agreed 
Verbally’ to Become Chelsea Manager

Liam Rosenior has verbally agreed to become Chelsea manager, 
describing the Stamford Bridge role as an opportunity he could not refuse

BRISBANE
 

World number one Aryna Sa-
balenka said her much-dis-
cussed exhibition match against 
Nick Kyrgios had paid rich div-
idends after she stormed into the 
third round of the Brisbane In-
ternational with a ruthless dis-
play on Tuesday. The Belaru-
sian needed just 48 minutes to 
dismantle Spain’s Cristina 
Bucsa 6-0, 6-1 in the second 
round of the season-opening 
tournament, sending an early 
warning to her rivals ahead of 
the Australian Open, which 
begins on January 18.

Sabalenka, 27, was in com-
plete control from the outset, 
racing through the first set in 
just 22 minutes before wrap-
ping up the match with similar 
ease in the second. Bucsa, 
ranked 50th in the world, had 
no answer to the top seed’s 

raw power and relentless ag-
gression. The emphatic perfor-
mance came after Sabalenka 
faced criticism for taking part 
in a December 28 exhibition 
match in Dubai against Austra-
lian showman Nick Kyrgios in 
a much-hyped “battle of the 
sexes” contest. Sabalenka, 
however, said the unusual 
matchup proved invaluable.

“When you play against a 
guy, the intensity is completely 
different,” Sabalenka said. “Es-
pecially when there is Nick, 
who is drop-shotting every oth-
er shot, so you move a lot. It 
was great fitness for me.”

“And today I was like, 
whew, let’s move around,” she 
added. “That exhibition was 
fun. It was a great challenge.”

Sabalenka also felt the event 
helped draw attention to the 
sport. “I think we brought so 
many eyes on tennis. It wasn’t 

about proving something to 
anyone, it was about showing 
that tennis can be really huge.”

Sabalenka will next face ei-
ther Jelena Ostapenko or Sora-
na Cirstea and remains on 
course for a potential quar-
ter-final clash with Madison 
Keys, a rematch of last year’s 
Australian Open final, which 
the American won.

Keys also progressed in 
Brisbane, defeating compatriot 
McCartney Kessler 6-4, 6-3, 
though she admitted it took 
time to find her rhythm after 
receiving a first-round bye.

Elsewhere, the men’s draw 
saw two notable upsets. Amer-
ican Brandon Nakashima 
knocked out second seed Ale-
jandro Davidovich Fokina 7-6 
(7/4), 6-4, while Belgian qual-
ifier Raphael Collignon 
stunned Canada’s fifth seed 
Denis Shapovalov 6-4, 6-2.

SYDNEY
 

Novak Djokovic has with-
drawn from the Adelaide In-
ternational, citing fitness 
concerns as he fine-tunes his 
preparations for the Austra-
lian Open later this month.

The Serbian great, who 
turns 39 in May, was due to 
compete at the ATP event 
starting January 12, using it 
as a lead-up to the season’s 
first Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park. Djokovic is 
chasing a record-extending 
11th Australian Open title 
and an elusive 25th Grand 
Slam crown.

“To all my fans in Ade-
laide, unfortunately I’m not 
quite physically ready to 
compete in the Adelaide In-
ternational next week,” 
Djokovic wrote on Insta-
gram. “It’s personally very 
disappointing to me, as I 
have such great memories of 
winning the title there two 
years ago. I was really excit-
ed about returning as it truly 
felt like playing at home.”

Djokovic added that his fo-
cus has now shifted entirely 
to Melbourne. “My focus is 
now on my preparation for 
the Australian Open and I 
look forward to arriving in 
Melbourne soon and seeing 
all the tennis fans in Austra-
lia,” he said.

Novak Djokovic 
Pulls Out of 
Australian 

Open Lead-Up 
in Adelaide

Ski Mountaineering, 
to Debut at 

Milan Cortina 
Games

MILAN
 

The Milan Cortina Winter 
Olympics will introduce a 
brand new sport next month, 
with ski mountaineering mak-
ing its Olympic debut and add-
ing a fast-paced, endur-
ance-driven spectacle to the 
Winter Games programme.

Known as “skimo,” the sport 
blends uphill sprinting on skis 
and in boots with rapid downhill 
skiing. While its Olympic ap-
pearance is new, ski mountain-
eering has deep roots dating back 
to the late 19th century, when 

alpine explorers and soldiers 
relied on similar tech-

niques to travel through 
snowbound terrain. In 
recent years, back-
country winter sports 
have surged in pop-
ularity, with partici-
pation believed to 
have increased 
sharply during the 
COVID-19 pan-
d e m i c . S k i 
mountaineering 
races are short 
and intense, 

w i t h  s p r i n t 
events lasting about 

three minutes. At the Mi-
lan Cortina Games, ath-
letes will compete in 
men’s and women’s 
sprint events, along 
with a mixed relay.

ICC WOMEN’S T20 RANKINGS: HARMANPREET 
KAUR MOVES UP TWO PLACES

DUBAI
 

India captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur climbed two places to 
13th in the latest ICC Women’s 
T20I batting rankings after her 
match-winning 68 off 43 balls 
against Sri Lanka in the fifth 
T20I at Thiruvananthapuram. 
India won the match by 15 runs 

to complete a 5-0 series sweep. 
Smriti Mandhana and Shafali 
Verma retained their third and 
sixth positions respectively, 
while Australia’s Beth Mooney 
stayed on top. Jemimah Ro-
drigues slipped to 12th. In 
bowling, Deepti Sharma lost 
the No.1 spot to Australia’s An-
nabel Sutherland.
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KOLKATA

Bangladesh fast bowler Mustafizur 
Rahman is unlikely to receive any 
financial compensation following his 
release from the Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (KKR), a decision taken on the 
instructions of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI), despite 
the player having no role in the cir-
cumstances that led to the termina-
tion of his Indian Premier League 

(IPL) contract.
Mustafizur was bought by 

KKR for a hefty Rs 9.20 crore 
at the IPL auction after intense 

bidding from Chen-
na i  Su- p e r 

Kings 
a n d 

Delhi Capitals. However, the Indian 
board, while directing his release, did 
not spell out specific reasons, stating 
only that the move was necessitated 
by “the developments all around”.

The decision has sparked debate 
over player rights, particularly since 
Mustafizur neither withdrew volun-
tarily from the tournament nor was 
accused of any disciplinary or pro-
fessional misconduct. In response, 
the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
has reportedly demanded that Ban-
gladesh’s T20 World Cup matches be 
shifted from India to Sri Lanka, es-
calating the issue beyond the cricket-
ing sphere.

According to sources, the existing 
insurance framework for IPL players 
offers little relief in such cases. “The 
salaries of all IPL players are in-
sured. For overseas players, franchis-
es usually receive insurance payouts 
if the player is injured after joining 
the camp or during the tournament,” 
an IPL official told on condition of 

anonymity. “Typically, up to 50 per-
cent may be covered by insurance.”

However, Mustafizur’s situation 
does not fall under standard insur-
ance clauses. Since his release was 
not injury-related or linked to crick-
eting participation, KKR are not con-
tractually obligated to pay him any 
compensation.

“In case of an insurance claim, this 
situation isn’t covered, so KKR are 
under no official obligation to pay 
a penny,” the source said, adding 
that while legal options exist, over-
seas players are generally reluctant 
to pursue them due to jurisdictional 
and geopolitical complexities.

As things stand, despite being a 
high-value acquisition with a clean 
professional record, Mustafizur 
Rahman appears set to walk away 
empty-handed, highlighting the 
limitations of player protection 
when administrative and political 
factors override sporting consider-
ations.

Mustafizur Unlikely to Get 
Compensation after Release

B’desh pacer faces contract termination fallout after BCCI directive

Steve Smith Becomes 
Second-Highest 

Run-Scorer in Ashes, 
Behind Only Bradman

SYDNEY

Australian batting star Steve Smith etched his name deep-
er into Ashes folklore on Tuesday, becoming the sec-

ond-highest run-scorer in the storied history of the 
marquee Test rivalry, trailing only legendary Sir 

Donald Bradman.
Smith achieved the milestone during Day 2 
of the fifth and final Ashes Test against En-

gland at the Sydney Cricket Ground. 
Batting in Australia’s first in-
nings, the right-hander went past 

England great Jack Hobbs, 
who had accumulated 3,636 
runs in 41 matches and 71 in-
nings at an average of 54.26.

With his latest effort, Smith 
now has 3,644 runs from 41 
Ashes matches and 73 innings 
at a remarkable average of 

56.93. His tally includes 13 
centuries and 15 half-cen-

turies, underlining his dominance 
in one of cricket’s most fiercely con-

tested series.
At the top of the list remains Don Bradman, 

whose Ashes record is widely regarded as un-
touchable. The Australian icon scored 5,028 
runs in 37 matches and 63 innings at a stag-
gering average of 89.78, laced with 19 centu-
ries and 12 half-centuries.

Smith’s latest hundred was also significant 
in another respect. It was his 37th Test cen-
tury overall and his 13th in Ashes cricket, 
allowing him to surpass Jack Hobbs’ tally 
of 12 Ashes hundreds. Only Bradman, with 

19 centuries, stands ahead of him.
On the England side, former captain Joe 

Root continued his fine Ashes run by scor-
ing 160 in the first innings. Root is cur-
rently eighth on the all-time Ashes 
run-scorers list with 2,822 runs from 39 
matches at an average of 41.50, includ-
ing six centuries and 18 half-centuries.

In the match situation, Australia 
tightened their grip on the contest, 

riding on Travis Head’s command-
ing 163 and Smith’s century to 
surge past England’s first-in-
nings total of 384. With momen-
tum firmly on their side, the 

hosts looked well placed to close 
the series on a dominant note.

Australian 
batting great 

overtakes Jack 
Hobbs milestone 
during fifth Test 

at Sydney

Total prize pool jumps 16 percent as Melbourne Slam 
boosts payouts across all rounds

Aus Open Winners to Get $2.79mn 
as Prize Money Hits New High

MELBOURNE

Players competing at this 
month’s Australian Open will 
battle for a record prize pool 
after organisers announced a 
significant increase in total 
prize money for the sea-
son-opening Grand Slam.

Tennis Australia on Tues-
day confirmed a 16 percent 
rise in the overall purse, tak-
ing it to a historic Aus$111.5 
million (US$75 million). The 
men’s and women’s singles 
champions will each earn 
Aus$4.15 million (US$2.79 
million), marking a 19 per-
cent increase from last year’s 
Aus$3.5 million.

The enhanced payouts ex-
tend well beyond the champi-
ons. Players exiting in the 
first round of the main draw 
will receive Aus$150,000 
(US$100,750), while those 

eliminated in the opening 
round of qualifying will 
s t i l l  t a k e  h o m e 
A u s $ 4 0 , 5 0 0 
(US$27,200), underlin-

ing the tournament’s focus on 
financial security for low-
er-ranked players.

Tournament director Craig 
Tiley said the prize money 
hike reflected Tennis Austra-
lia’s broader commitment to 
supporting professional tennis 
careers at every level.

“From boosting 
qualifying prize 
money by 55 
percent since 
2023 to en-
hancing play-
er benefits, 
we’re ensur-
ing profes-
sional tennis is 
sustainable for 
all competitors,” 
Tiley said. “By sup-
porting players at all 
levels, we’re building deeper 
talent pools and more compel-
ling storylines for fans.”

The Australian Open has 
steadily increased payouts in 
recent years as players and 
governing bodies continue 
discussions around revenue 

sharing and rising costs on 
tour. The latest rise is expect-
ed to be welcomed by play-
ers, particularly those outside 
the elite ranks who rely heav-
ily on prize money to fund 
travel, coaching and training 
expenses.

The first Grand Slam 
of the year will get 

under way at Mel-
bourne Park on 
January 18. It-
aly’s Jannik 
S inner  and 
A m e r i c a n 
Madison Keys 
will return as 

d e f e n d i n g 
champions, with 

both aiming to re-
tain their titles amid 

strong competition 
from established stars and 
emerging challengers.

With record prize money 
on offer and a strong field set 
to compete, the 2026 Austra-
lian Open promises high 
stakes both on and off the 
court.

Cricketer Tests 
Positive as 

Dhanalakshmi 
Slapped With Ban
CHENNAI

In a rare development in Indian 
domestic cricket, Uttarakhand 
cricketer Rajan Kumar has test-
ed positive for prohibited sub-
stances, according to the Na-
tional Anti-Doping Agency’s 
(NADA) latest update, even as 
former India sprinter S Dhanal-
akshmi was handed an eight-
year ban under a case resolu-
tion agreement.

As per NADA’s provision-
ally suspended athletes’ list, 
Rajan tested positive for mul-
tiple banned substances — 
Drostanolone, Metenolone 
and Clomifene, the latter a 
selective estrogen receptor 
modulator often used in infer-
tility treatment. Rajan last 
featured for Uttarakhand 
against Delhi in a Syed Mush-
taq Ali Trophy Group D 
match on December 8 last 
year. It remains unclear 
whether the test was conduct-
ed before that fixture and 
whether the result could im-
pact the legitimacy of the 
match.

In another case, Indian 
women’s footballer Nongmai-
them Ratanbala Devi has test-
ed positive for the anabolic 
steroid Metandienone and is 
likely to face a four-year ban.

Meanwhile, former Olym-
pian S Dhanalakshmi re-
ceived an eight-year suspen-
sion after opting for a case 
resolution agreement with 
NADA. The Tamil Nadu 
sprinter had earlier served a 
three-year ban under the same 
provision after testing posi-
tive for Metandienone. After 
making a comeback last year, 
she again tested positive — 
this time for Drostanolone — 
during the India Open Athlet-
ics meet in Sangrur in July. 

MALAYSIA OPEN: LAKSHYA SEN ENTERS 
SECOND ROUND WITH GRITTY WIN

KUALA LUMPUR

India’s top men’s singles shut-
tler Lakshya Sen opened his 
2026 season on a positive 
note, advancing to the second 
round of the Malaysia Open 
Super 750 badminton tourna-
ment with a hard-fought vic-
tory here on Tuesday.

The 24-year-old from Al-
mora, who enjoyed a strong 
run last season by winning the 
Australian Open and finishing 
runner-up at the Hong Kong 
Open, was made to dig deep 
by Singapore’s Jia Heng Ja-
son Teh. In a gripping open-
ing-round clash that lasted 70 
minutes, Lakshya prevailed 
21-16, 15-21, 21-14 against 
the world No. 21.

Currently ranked 13th in 
the world, Lakshya showed 
composure in the decider, 
controlling the rallies and us-
ing his court coverage effec-
tively to pull away after the 
mid-game interval. The 2021 
World Championships bronze 
medallist will next face either 
sixth seed Christo Popov of 
France or Hong Kong’s Lee 

Cheuk Yiu.
In women’s singles, howev-

er, it was an early exit for 
Malvika Bansod, who was 
making her return to compet-
itive badminton after a six-
month break due to a left knee 
injury. The Indian shuttler 
struggled to find rhythm 
against experienced Thai 
campaigner Ratchanok In-
tanon, losing 11-21, 11-21 in 
straight games. Intanon, a for-
mer world champion and the 
tournament’s seventh seed, 
dominated proceedings with 
her sharp net play and con-
trolled aggression.

Action continued for India 
later in the day as Ayush Shet-
ty, the US Open Super 300 
champion, was slated to face 

Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia, the 
Paris Olympics bronze med-
allist, in a marquee men’s 
singles encounter.

In men’s doubles, the In-
dian pairing of seasoned 
campaigner M R Arjun and 
22-year-old Hariharan Amsa-
karunan was scheduled to 
take on Japan’s Hiroki Mi-
dorikawa and Kyohei Ya-
mashita  in their  open-
ing-round match.

With Lakshya Sen mov-
ing ahead and several In-
dian shuttlers still in 
action, India will 
be hoping for a 
strong showing 
as the Malaysia 
Open gathers 
momentum.

WELLINGTON

Venus Williams may have be-
gun her 2026 singles season 
with a loss, but the 45-year-
old American delivered an 
encouraging performance at 
the WTA Tour tournament in 
Auckland, underlining her 
enduring competitiveness on 
the professional circuit.

Williams was edged out 
6-4, 4-6, 6-2 by fifth-seeded 
Magda Linette of Poland in a 
hard-fought opening-round 
match on Tuesday. Ranked 
No. 52, Linette was only two 
years old when Williams 
played her first professional 
singles match, a striking il-
lustration of the generational 
gap bridged by the sev-
en-time Grand Slam champi-
on.

The contest marked Wil-
liams’ 1,101st singles match 

on the WTA Tour, and her 
level against an opponent 12 
years her junior offered opti-
mism as she prepares for the 
Hobart International and the 
Australian Open later this 
month. Williams has received 
wild-card entries for both 
events, including the season’s 
first Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park.

The Auckland appearance 
was Williams’ first singles 
outing since her US Open 
first-round loss to Karolina 
Muchova last August. She 
played only three tourna-
ments in 2025 but made 
headlines by defeating Pey-
ton Stearns in July to become 
the second-oldest woman, 
after Martina Navratilova, to 
win a WTA Tour match.

Against Linette, Williams 
looked sharp and mobile, 
serving seven aces and strik-

ing the ball cleanly from both 
wings. “She moved really 
great and was hitting the ball 
extremely well,” Linette said 
courtside, admitting she had 
to stay calm to withstand 
Williams’ pressure.

Currently ranked No. 582, 
Williams has fond memories 
of Auckland, where she de-
feated Caroline Wozniacki in 
the 2015 final to claim the 
41st of her 46 career WTA 
titles. This year, she said 
she felt little pressure re-
turning to competition.

Williams started strongly, 
trading breaks and taking the 
second set with aggressive 
baseline play and effective 
net approaches,  before 
Linette seized control in the 
deciding set. Despite the loss, 
Williams’ performance sug-
gested she remains a com-
pelling presence on tour.

Venus Impresses despite Loss in Auckland

Perez Says Being Verstappen’s Teammate 
at Red Bull was ‘the Worst Job in F1’

MEXICO CITY

Sergio “Checo” Pérez has de-
livered a candid assess-
ment of his time at 
Red Bull, describing 
life alongside Max 
Verstappen as “the 
worst job there is in 
Formula 1,” following 
his exit from the team 
at the end of the 
2024 season.

Pérez spent 
four years as 
Verstappen’s 
teammate at 
Red Bull but 
was dropped 
despite having 
two years left on his contract. 
The Mexican driver is set to 
return to Formula 1 in 2026 
with new entrant Cadillac af-
ter sitting out last season.

“I was on the best team but 

it was complicated because 
being Max’s teammate at Red 
Bull is the worst job there is 
in F1. I knew what I was up 
against,” Pérez said during a 
podcast with Oswaldo Tra-
va, which was posted on 
YouTube on Sunday.

The 35-year-old suggest-
ed that the internal environ-
ment at Red Bull became 

increasingly strained, 
regardless of per-
formance. “At Red 
Bull everything 
was a problem; if I 
was faster than 
Max it was a prob-
lem, a very tense 
atmosphere was 

created,” Pérez said. “If you 
were too slow and Max was 
slow, then everything was a 
problem.”

Pérez enjoyed his most suc-
cessful Formula 1 seasons 

during his Red Bull stint. He 
finished fourth in the champi-
onship in 2021, third in 2022, 
and was runner-up to Verstap-
pen in 2023, marking the best 
season of his career. Howev-
er, his form dipped in 2024, 
when Verstappen won yet 
another world title while 
Pérez finished eighth, leading 
to his release.

“We had the best team, un-
fortunately everything was 
destroyed,” Pérez said. “We 
had the team to have domi-
nated the sport for the next 10 
years, I think, and unfortu-
nately it all ended.”

A Formula 1 regular since 
his debut in 2011, Pérez will 
now begin a new chapter 
with Cadillac, where he is 
expected to partner 
former Mercedes 
driver Valtteri 
Bottas.

Mexican driver re-
flects on tense Red 
Bull years after exit, 
ahead of Cadillac 

return

Impasse Over, ISL to Begin on 
February 14 with All Clubs on Board

NEW DELHI

The prolonged deadlock over India’s 
top-tier football league ended on Tuesday, 
with the Indian Super League (ISL) set to 

kick off on February 14 with participa-
tion from all 14 clubs. 
The announcement was made after a 
high-level meeting involving the gov-
ernment, the All India Football Feder-

ation (AIFF) and club representatives.
Union Sports Minister Mansukh Man-

daviya confirmed that the 2025–26 ISL 

season will be held in a single-leg home-
and-away format, featuring 91 matches, 
though logistical details are still being fi-
nalised. “All clubs, including Mohun Ba-
gan and East Bengal, will participate,” he 
said.

AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey stated 
that a ₹25-crore central pool has been cre-
ated to conduct the ISL, with AIFF contrib-
uting ₹14 crore in the absence of a com-
mercial partner. The I-League will also 
resume around the same time as a truncated 
tournament with 11 teams and 55 matches.


