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The Truth Speaks

CONG dumps DMK for TVK
TN Political Divorce: Congress severs its 11-year ties with DMK; AICC in-charge for TN Girish 

Chodankar says Cong supports TVK on condition that there should be no ‘communal forces’ in  
the alliance; move triggers sharp reaction from DMK, which terms it backstabbing.

CHENNAI/NEW DELHI
 

Breaking its long-standing alli-
ance with DMK, the Congress 
on Wednesday jumped ship to 
support the Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) to form the 
next government in Tamil 
Nadu and announced that the 
new alliance will continue for 
the 2029 Lok Sabha elections.

Congress in-charge for Tam-
il Nadu Girish Chodankar said 
that the people of the state, es-
pecially youth, have delivered 
a very clear, strong and over-
whelming verdict for a secular, 
progressive and welfarist gov-
ernment that believes in consti-
tutional principles.

“…the Tamil Nadu Congress 
Committee and the Congress 
Legislative Party (CLP) has 
decided to extend its full sup-
port to the TVK to form the 
government. Our support shall 
be conditional upon the TV 
keeping out from this alliance 
any communal forces that do 
not believe in the Constitution 
of India,” Chodankar said.

He added that the TVK and 
Congress will strive to bring 
back the “glorious days” of late 
Chief Minister K Kamaraj and 
that the alliance was founded on 
mutual respect, appropriate 
share, and shared responsibility 
between the two parties.

“This alliance…is not only for 
the formation of this govern-
ment, but also for future elec-

tions to the local body organisa-
tions, the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha,” he said.

He added that Vijay and Rahul 
Gandhi jointly pledge to respect 
this historic verdict of the people 
of Tamil Nadu for a secular and 
progressive government, and to 
fulfil the dreams and promises of 
the people, especially Tamil Na-
du’s youth.

Congress quitting the DMK 

alliance was expected especial-
ly after Rahul Gandhi spoke to 
Vijay on the day of election 
results. Congress wanted to 
quit the DMK alliance and join 
TVK before elections, but se-
nior leaders decided to contest 
the elections with the ruling 
party.

Congress and the DMK have 
contested every elections from 
2004 to 2026, except the 2014 
Lok Sabha polls. The alliance 
was stitched by Sonia Gandhi 
in 2004 to take on the BJP.

Why break-up & 
 new alliance

With Vijay's TVK needing sup-
port of 10 more MLAs to form a 
majority government, the party 
needs to get in talks with other 

parties in the State. The DMK and 
the AIDMK, at this moment, do 

not seem to be the natural allies 
for power sharing with the TVK. 
The first sign of some alliance 

arrangement is coming from the 
DMK's old ally the Congress.

Total seats:   

Majority mark:

TVK strength:

Short of:

234

118

108

10

TN Assembly math 

DMK's rocky relationship with Cong

The DMK came to power in 1967 
by defeating Congress, advo-

cating against Hindi imposition. 

1960s-1970

Following a split in Congress, 
the DMK-M Karunanidhi aligned 

with the Indira Gandhi-led  
faction (Congress-R) and 

swept the 1971 elections, begin-
ning a new era of political  

cooperation.

1971

Following the split with MGR-
led AIADMK, the DMK aligned 
with the Congress to face Lok 
Sabha polls, winning 37 seats.

1980

After several years of opposing 
sides, DMK-Cong united for 

2004 Lok Sabha polls,  
sweeping the state.

1990 - 2000

They continued this partner-
ship for Lok Sabha and Assem-
bly polls resoectively, despite 

tension over the 2G scam.

2009-2011

The longest, most stable alli-
ance phase, where they were 

part of the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) at the Centre 

and state level.

2004–2013

The DMK withdrew from the UPA 
over Sri Lankan Tamils issue.

2013

The alliance fought the TN As-
sembly poll together against the 

BJP-AIADMK combine.

2021

The alliance reformed to fight 
elections against the AIAD-

MK-BJP combine in the Lok Sab-
ha elections.

2019

They continued the tie-up under 
the UPA/INDIA bloc umbrella to 

take on the BJP-AIADMK allaince 
in the Lok Sabha elections.

2024

In a major shift, the Congress 
quit the DMK to join the Vijay-led 

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) to form a governemnt.

2026

Besties face a loyalty test!  'Elder brother' not anymore?

TVK chief Vijay meets TN Guv, stakes claim to form govt
CHENNAI

 
TVK chief Vijay on Wednes-
day met Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor Rajendra Arlekar at the 
Lok Bhavan and staked a 
claim to form the government 

in the state.
Vijay on Tuesday sent an 

email communication to the 
Lok Bhavan here staking his 
claim to form the government 
backed by his party MLAs 
and exuded confidence of 

proving the majority. Includ-
ing the two seats that Vijay 
won, the TVK had secured 
108 seats out of 234 member 
strong assembly.

A source in the TVK said 
he had written a fresh letter 

on the subject and also re-
quested the Governor to have 
the swearing-in ceremony at 
11.30 am on May 7.

Meanwhile, police said ar-
rangements are on for the swear-
ing-in at the Nehru Stadium.

Vijay's party, Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), 
needs at least 10 seats to hit 
the majority mark of 118.

The next step is for Vijay to 
prove his government's ma-
jority in the house.

BJP sets May 9 
swearing-in date after 

historic Bengal win
KOLKATA 

 
The oath-taking ceremony of 
the first BJP government in 
West Bengal will be held at 
Brigade Parade Ground here on 
May 9, marking the saffron 
camp’s arrival in power in a 
state after decades on the polit-
ical fringes.

The cere-
m o n y , 
scheduled to 
begin at 10 
am, is ex-
pected to 
witness the 
presence of 
Prime Min-
ister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, BJP president 
Nitin Nabin, several Union 
ministers and chief ministers of 
BJP- and NDA-ruled states, 
party sources said. “The new 
BJP government will take oath 
on May 9 at 10 am at Brigade 
Parade Ground,” state BJP 
president Samik Bhattacharya 
said on Wednesday.

Even as the BJP leadership 
kept its cards close to the chest 
on the chief ministerial face, 
Leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari has emerged as 
a frontrunner in internal discus-
sions after cementing his posi-
tion as the party’s principal 
mass leader in Bengal politics.

Adhikari, once among Ma-
mata Banerjee’s closest lieuten-
ants and a key architect of the 
TMC’s rural expansion in dis-
tricts such as Purba Medinipur, 
crossed over to the BJP ahead 
of the 2021 assembly elections 
and went on to defeat Baner-
jee in Nandigram in one 
of Bengal’s fiercest po-
litical battles. Five 
years later, he again 
found himself at the 
centre of Bengal’s po-
litical churn by beating 
Banerjee in her own turf 
at Bhabanipur by over 15,000 
votes.

Other names for the CM post 
doing the rounds include Bhat-
tacharya, Union minister Su-
kanta Majumdar and former 
Rajya Sabha MP Swapan 
Dasgupta, though party insiders 
indicated that the leadership 
was inclined towards project-
ing a “bhumiputra” face rooted 
in Bengal’s linguistic and cul-
tural ethos. The BJP bagged 
207 of the 294 assembly seats 
in the recently concluded elec-
tions, ending the Trinamool 
Congress’s uninterrupted 15-

year rule and script-
ing the saffron par-
ty’s biggest break-

through in a state 
where it once struggled 

to open its electoral ac-
count.

Significantly, the swearing-in 
ceremony will be held on the 
25th day of Baisakh in the Ben-
gali calendar — observed 
across the state as Rabindra 
Jayanti, the birth anniversary of 
Rabindranath Tagore — lend-
ing the event a deeper cultural 
symbolism.

A meeting of the newly 
elected BJP MLAs has been 
convened on May 8 evening, 
party sources said, though the 
leadership remained tight-
lipped over the final choice.

Assam CM meets 
Guv, new govt 

likely on May 12
GUWAHATI

  
Assam chief minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Wednesday submitted his 
resignation to Governor 
Lakshman Prasad Acharya 
to facilitate the formation of 
a new government in the 
state. 

The chief minister also 
submitted the resignation of 
his council of ministers to 
the Governor at the Lok 
Bhavan. The Governor 
asked Sarma to continue in 
office till the formation and 
swearing-in of the new gov-
ernment.

Following the formal no-
tification of the results of 
Assam Elections 2026 and 
to enable the formation of 
the new government, Sarma 
tendered his resignation as 
chief minister along with 
that of the council of minis-
ters to the Governor Lax-
man Prasad Acharya, the 
office of the chief minister 
said in a social media post. 

Indicating that new gov-
ernment would be formed 
after May 11, Himanta told 
reporters that the date for 
swearing in ceremony 
would be decided according 
to schedule of PM modi. 
“We want the presence of 
the PM on this occasion as 
NDA has got a historic 

mandate of 102 seats in 
the state,” he added.

A foolhardy decision: DMK 
joint secretary Annadurai 

The Congress’ step to align 
with TVK a “foolhardy 

decision” and driven by the 
need to “satisfy a egos”.

—Saravanan Annadurai, DMK 
joint secretary

n �Rahul Gandhi and Vijay’s friendship goes 
a long way; they first met in 2009 and have 
remained in touch ever since. 

n �Both the Congress and TVK 
believe leveraging this relation-
ship will help both parties in the 
long run. 

n �While the Congress aims to 
revive in Tamil Nadu, Vijay 
will gain national attention, 
allowing his TVK to play a role 
in national politics.

‘B’luru was all set for IPL final, playoffs’
IPL VENUE ROWBy-poll victories reflect 

public endorsement of 
welfare schemes: CM

MYSURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Wednesday attributed the 
Congress party’s success in 
the recent by-polls to strong 
public support for the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes, as-
serting that the results reflect 
a clear endorsement of its 
policies.

Speaking to reporters at 
Mysuru airport, the CM said 
victories in constituencies 
such as Davanagere and 
Bagalkot demonstrate that 
voters have responded posi-
tively to the government ini-
tiatives. He dismissed opposi-
tion criticism, alleging that ri-
vals were relying on “conspir-
acies” rather than constructive 
politics.
‘Govt will complete 
5-year term’
Addressing speculation 
over a possible change in 
leadership, Siddara-
maiah maintained 
that the govern-

ment would complete its full 
five-year term. He said that he 
would abide by the decision of 
the party high command, but 
clarified that he had no infor-
mation regarding a change of 
guard. “If called, I will go to 
New Delhi,” the CM added.

He also indicated that elec-
tions to local bodies would be 
conducted soon, signaling the 
government’s  intent  to 
strengthen grassroots demo-
cratic institutions.
‘Sringeri rout result  
of BJP conspiracy’
On contentious Sringeri elec-
tion result, Siddaramaiah al-
leged a “criminal conspiracy” 
by the BJP during the count-
ing process. Claiming that 
255 valid votes, who were in 

favour of a Congress can-
didate, were invalidated, 
he accused officials of 
tampering with ballot pa-
pers. “The party will 

challenge the outcome 
in court,” the CM 
clarified.

BENGALURU
 

 The Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA) has is-
sued a media clarification not-
ing its disappointment over the 
decision to allot IPL playoff 
and final matches to other ven-
ues, despite Bengaluru’s read-
iness and preparedness to host 
them at the M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium.

In its statement, KSCA 
said President and for-
mer India cricketer 
Venkatesh Prasad had 
been in direct com-
munication with the 
Board of Control for 
Cr icke t  in  Ind ia 
(BCCI), formally ex-
pressing the association’s 
willingness and full prepared-
ness to conduct the high-pro-
file fixtures in Bengaluru.

The association highlighted 
that IPL matches held in the 
city this season were conduct-
ed smoothly, with strong 
crowd management, efficient 
operations, and positive spec-
tator feedback. KSCA said this 
reaffirmed its capability to 

successfully host major crick-
eting events.

KSCA further stated that it 
had submitted a detailed com-
munication to the BCCI outlin-
ing its operational framework 
and logistical readiness. It not-
ed that similar arrangements 
have been followed consistent-
ly since the inception of the 
IPL in 2008, including during 
earlier playoff matches hosted 

in Bengaluru.
According to the clar-
ification, the commu-
nication was factual 
and intended to pro-
vide transparency 
regarding operational 

and stakeholder re-
quirements involved in 

hosting large-scale events.
While expressing disap-

pointment over the decision, 
KSCA said it respects the BC-
CI’s authority in finalising 
venues for IPL matches. The 
association added that it had 
not received formal reasons for 
the decision.

KSCA reiterated that it re-
mains fully committed and 
prepared to host national and 

international cricket matches 
in the future and will contin-
ue to extend cooperation to 
the BCCI, franchises, govern-
ment authorities, and all 
stakeholders.The association 
also thanked the media and 
cricket fans for their contin-
ued support and understand-
ing.

The statement was issued 
by Vinay Mruthyunjaya, offi-
cial spokesperson of KSCA.

BCCI snubs B’luru
n �Narendra Modi Stadium 

in Ahmedabad to hold 
IPL final on May 31.

n �HPCA Stadium in 
Dharamshala to host 
Qualifier 1 on May 26.

n �New International 
Cricket Stadium in New 
Chandigarh to see 
Eliminator (May 27) and 
Qualifier 2 (May 29).

n �M Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru was 
originally designated to 
host the final.

5th BRICS SAI 
Leaders’ Summit 
begins in B’luru 

BENGALURU
 

India is hosting the 5th BRICS 
Supreme Audit Institutions 
Leaders’ Summit in Bengaluru 
from May 7 to 8, focusing on 
the theme “Ease of Living with 
a Focus on Urban Mobility.” 

The event is being organised 
under India’s BRICS Chair-
manship 2026 by the Office of 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (C&AG) of India.

The summit brings together 
42 delegates, including heads 
of SAIs from BRICS member 
countries and partner nations, 
to discuss audit practices, 
share  exper iences  and 
strengthen public financial 
accountability systems. Col-
lectively representing over 
three billion people, BRICS 
nations are addressing com-
mon urban challenges such as 
mobility, housing, sustain-
ability and access to essential 
services.

Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India K Sanjay 
Murthy will address the inau-
gural session.

Mideast strife 
hits breweries; 
industry seeks 

price relief
BENGALURU

 
Owing to the West Asia conflict, 
the brewery industry has experi-
enced an unprecedented escala-
tion in costs and supply disrup-
tion and hence, the Brewers 
Association of India (BAI) has 
urged the State Governments to 
allow suppliers a price increase 
of up to 15 to 20% to at least 
partially recover the costs. 

BAI has also sought, as an 
interim relief, reduction in the 
manufacturing levies by around 
Rs 3-5 per bulk litre to create a 
cushion to absorb rising costs.  
“The war has unleashed a mas-
sive input cost increase which 
keeps growing. Glass bottles 
prices have risen by around 
20%, paper cartons have in-
creased by almost 100%, and 
cost of materials such as LDPE, 
BOPP and adhesives have gone 
up by 20 to 25%. Freight and 
logistics costs have also risen 
by 10%. Rupee has fallen by 
almost 4% against US Dollar, 
adding to the cost of imports.” 

The fact that 
Rahul refused to 

share the dais with 
DMK chief MK 

Stalin, whom he 
once described as 
his “elder brother”, 

during this election 
was a  

strong hint that 
their ties were 

heading towards a 
break-up.

Alliance with TVK to 
uphold secularism: DKS

The decision has been made 
to keep the BJP away from 
power. The secular forces 

should be united. No matter 
how much pressure was 

exerted by the AIADMK and 
BJP, the TVK did not join 

hands. Our party has taken a 
decision to preserve the 

secular force and the 
interests of Tamil Nadu..

—DK Shivakumar, DyCM
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Live wires and deadly lapses: Danger hangs over Bengaluru’s streets
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
A loose cable brushing 
against a tree branch or lying 
across a footpath could be the 
unseen hazard that turns a 
routine commute into a 
life-threatening situation. Fol-
lowing last week’s heavy 
rains, Bengaluru’s fragile civ-
ic infrastructure has once 
again been exposed, with 
snapped cables and dangling 
wires posing serious risks 
across the city.Officials from 
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority said nearly 300 trees 

and 600 branches collapsed 
during the downpour, bringing 
down a tangled network of 
telecom, internet and cable TV 
lines — and in some cases, 

live electric wires. Two elec-
trocution deaths reported 
during the week highlight the 
severity of the threat.From res-
idential neighbourhoods to 

busy commercial hubs, the 
danger is widespread. Foot-
paths have become potential 
death traps, with wires hang-
ing low from trees or lying 
unattended on the ground. 
“How do we know which wire 
is safe?” asked K. Sharmistha, 
a resident of Langford Road.
Crowded areas such as SJP 
Road and Avenue Road are 
equally affected, with over-
head cables crisscrossing nar-
row lanes, making it nearly 
impossible to distinguish be-
tween harmless lines and live 
wires. In South End Circle, a 

motorist narrowly escaped 
harm when a cable suddenly 
fell onto his vehicle, under-
scoring the unpredictability of 
the hazard.Traders say the 
problem stems from unregulat-
ed and haphazard cable instal-
lations by multiple service pro-
v i d e r s .  R a h u l  G o y a l , 
Vice-President of the Karnata-
ka Hardware and Allied Mer-
chants’ Association, noted that 
cables are often laid without 
proper permissions or plan-
ning. “Many defunct wires 
continue to hang, adding to the 
chaos,” added trader Arun Jain.

DANGEROUS HANGING WIRES

QUICK READ
Man walks into office, 

steals six laptops in 
minutes

FIR filed 
 over provocative 

message

Govt revokes 
suspension of IPS 

officer

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A man walked into a pri-
vate firm in HSR Layout 

and stole six laptops 
within minutes of the of-
fice opening on April 30. 
According to a complaint 
by Linking Spaces Tech-

nologies Pvt Ltd staff, the 
suspect arrived on a 

two-wheeler, parked out-
side and entered through 

an open door around 
9.30 am. He swiftly col-
lected six laptops from 

desks, packed them into 
a bag and fled. The theft 
was noticed shortly after 
by employees. Police said 

the complaint was filed 
two days later. CCTV 

footage from the office 
and nearby areas has 

captured the accused, 
and efforts are underway 
to trace him. A case has 
been registered under 

BNS Section 305.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
An office-bearer of the 

Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) 

has filed a complaint 
against a man identified 

as ‘Dore’ for allegedly 
posting provocative mes-
sages on WhatsApp tar-
geting Virajpet MLA A.S. 
Ponnanna. Complainant 
B.N. Anand said the ac-

cused posted a message 
on April 29 stating, “Even 

Ponnanna has two 
daughters; wait and 

watch, karma returns,” in 
a group named “Koda-
gina Samasyegalu.” Po-

lice said the message 
was posted in response 

to another member’s 
comment. Based on the 
complaint, High Grounds 
police registered a case 
under BNS Sections 192 
and 352. Notices have 

been issued and investi-
gation is underway.

Bengaluru
The State government re-
voked the suspension of 

senior IPS officer K. Ram-
achandra Rao (1993 batch) 
and reinstated him into ser-
vice with immediate effect. 

Following his reinstatement, 
he has been posted as Di-

rector General of Police 
(Police Manual), a newly 

created post equivalent in 
rank to DGP-level positions.

Rao, who was serving as 
DGP, Directorate of Civil 

Rights Enforcement, had 
been placed under suspen-

sion on January 19, 2026, 
pending disciplinary pro-
ceedings. The action fol-
lowed the emergence of 

videos on social media al-
legedly showing him in 

compromising situations 
within his office premises. 
Formal disciplinary pro-

ceedings were initiated on 
March 18, 2026.

Earlier, in 2025, he was also 
sent on mandatory leave 
after allegations surfaced 

involving his stepdaughter’s 
alleged gold smuggling case 

at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, where it was 
claimed that she misused 
police protocol privileges 

linked to him. However, he 
was later cleared of those 
allegations after an inquiry. 
Rao is scheduled to retire 

from service on May 31, 
2026.In a separate adminis-

trative order issued on 
Wednesday, the State gov-
ernment also announced 
transfers of three IPS of-

ficers in the rank of Inspec-
tor General of Police. 

Sandeep Patil has been 
posted as IGP, Northern 

Range, Belagavi, replacing 
Chetan Singh Rathor, who 

moves to the CID (Econom-
ic Offences wing). Anupam 
Agrawal has been appoint-
ed as IGP, Karnataka State 

Reserve Police.

Sweet and staggered: Bengaluru to host 
multiple mango melas this season

Flexible scheduling ensures fresh arrivals reach markets despite uneven harvest patterns
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru is set to host not 
one but several mango melas 
this year, with organisers opt-
ing for a staggered schedule to 
accommodate fluctuating har-
vest cycles across Karnataka. 
The annual mango and jack-
fruit mela, organised by the 
Karnataka State Mango Devel-
opment and Marketing Corpo-
ration Ltd, will be held at mul-
tiple venues to ensure both 
farmers and consumers bene-
fit.The first mela will be inau-
gurated on Friday at Cubbon 
Park and will run until May 
17. This year’s approach 
marks a departure from the 
usual single-event format, 

driven by unpredictable 
weather patterns that have al-
tered fruiting timelines in dif-
ferent regions.While mangoes 
from Ramanagara, Kanakapu-
ra and parts of Uttara Karnata-

ka are ready, the crop in Ko-
lar—one of the state’s largest 
mango belts—is yet to ripen. 
Officials said a separate mela 
will be organised at Lalbagh 
Botanical Garden once Kolar’s 

produce reaches markets.
KSMDMCL Chairman B.C. 
Muddugangadhar noted that 
pests such as thrips, along with 
recent hailstorms, have signifi-
cantly affected yields in Kolar 
and Chikkaballapur. In Srini-
vasapura taluk alone, 8–10 
percent of fruits reportedly fell 
prematurely. “If we waited for 
Kolar’s crop, mangoes from 
other regions would have per-
ished,” he explained.To widen 
access, the board is also plan-
ning mini-melas across neigh-
bourhoods, including Sahakar-
nagar, Electronics City, White-
field and National College 
Grounds in Basavanagudi, in 
coordination with civic author-
ities.The Cubbon Park mela 

will feature around 50 mango 
stalls and seven jackfruit stalls, 
offering a wide range of vari-
eties. These include popular 
mangoes such as Badami, 
Mallika, Rasapuri and Sendhu-
ra, along with the GI-tagged 
Kari Ishad from Uttara Kanna-
da. Jackfruit varieties like 
Rudrakshi and Shivarathri will 
also be available.

Organisers emphasised that 
all fruits sold will be naturally 
ripened, avoiding harmful 
chemicals. With many farmers 
now using digital platforms 
and WhatsApp-based sales, 
the melas aim to complement 
direct marketing while ensur-
ing quality produce reaches 
consumers across the city.

Hot summer fuels surge in chilled 
beer sales across Bengaluru

CH NEWS,  BENGALURU
 

After a sluggish 2025, Benga-
luru’s beer market is witness-
ing a notable revival this sum-
mer, with soaring tempera-
tures driving up consumption 
across the city. Traders and 
industry stakeholders say the 
heat has brought back de-
mand, though policy changes 
and pricing uncertainties still 
cast a shadow over long-term 
growth.According to the Ex-
cise Department, beer sales in 
January 2026 rose by 10.6 
percent compared to the same 
month last year, touching 27.9 
lakh carton boxes. While Feb-
ruary saw a dip of 4.6 percent, 
the trend quickly reversed, 
with March recording a 14 
percent increase and April 
registering the highest growth 

at 21 percent.Sampath Kumar, 
Vice-President of the Karnata-
ka Wine Merchants’ Associa-
tion, attributed the surge large-
ly to seasonal demand and the 
ongoing IPL season. “Consum-
ers tend to prefer beer over 
hard liquor during hot weather, 
especially while watching 
matches,” he said. However, he 
cautioned that frequent policy 
shifts and fluctuating pricing 
continue to create instability in 
the sector.Pub owners echoed 
similar concerns, noting that 
while summer and college hol-
idays have boosted footfall, the 
gains are modest compared to 
losses suffered over the past 
year due to repeated regulatory 
changes.Vinay Chandrashekar, 
founder of Long Boat Brewing 
Co in Marathahalli, highlighted 
evolving consumer preferenc-

es, particularly among younger 
drinkers. “There is growing 
demand for low-alcohol beers, 
around 2–3 percent, such as 
Berliner Weisse styles. These 
are light, refreshing and often 
infused with flavours like wa-
termelon, mango or cucum-
ber,” he said.Industry officials 

also pointed to anticipatory 
stocking ahead of potential tax 
revisions as a factor behind the 
spike.

Why sales are 
rising

R. Venkatesh Kumar, 
Commissioner of the 

Excise Department, said 
the increase is driven by 
summer demand and 

pre-emptive stocking by 
manufacturers. A recent 

draft on taxation and 
MRP revisions prompted 
companies to lift higher 

quantities in April to 
avoid shortages and 

adjust to upcoming price 
changes.

Rising temperatures 
revive demand, but policy 
uncertainty continues to 

trouble traders

Lokayukta cracks whip 
on KR Circle flooding, 
seeks lasting solution

CH NEWS,  BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Lokayukta has 
stepped in decisively over the 
recurring flooding at the KR 
Circle underpass, with Justice 
B.S. Patil directing officials to 
present a permanent solution 
to the long-standing civic is-
sue.

The move follows the Lo-
kayukta’s personal inspection 
of the underpass on April 30, 
a day after heavy rain once 
again submerged the stretch 
near the MS Building. The 
site has remained a major 
safety concern since May 
2023, when a 23-year-old te-
chie lost her life after her car 
was trapped in deep water.

Despite a suo motu case 
and multiple inquiries since 

then, the latest flooding has 
exposed gaps in implementa-
tion of corrective measures. 
During the ongoing probe, 
engineers from storm-water 
drain and underpass divisions 
reportedly blamed each other 
for the failure, prompting 
strong criticism from Justice 
Patil.Expressing displeasure 
over the lack of coordination, 
he stressed that safe and 
well-maintained roads are 
part of the fundamental right 
to life under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. He warned that 
continued negligence poses a 
serious risk to public safety.

To ensure accountability, 
the Lokayukta has widened 
the scope of the inquiry, 
bringing several senior offi-
cials under scrutiny. 

KDA urges scrapping three-
language formula to 

improve Kannada outcomes
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
The Kannada Develop-
ment Authority has recom-
mended  d ropp ing  the 
three-language formula in 
schools and adopting a bi-
lingual approach to arrest 
rising failure rates in Kan-
nada in SSLC examina-
tions.In a report t i t led 
“Why do Karnataka chil-
dren fail in Kannada”, re-
cently submitted to the 
Department of School Ed-
ucation and Literacy, the 
authority noted a steady 
increase in failures over 
the past decade. The per-
centage of students failing 
in Kannada as a first lan-
guage rose from 9.6 in 
2016 to 12.9 in 2025. For 
Kannada as a second lan-
guage, failures increased 
by 3.3 percent to reach 
11.7 percent, while pass 
percentages in Kannada as 
a third language saw a 
marginal dip.

The report highlights 
shifting student preferenc-
es, with those opting for 
Kannada as a third lan-
guage dropping sharply by 

68 percent over ten years. 
At the same t ime, the 
number choosing Kannada 
as a second language rose 
by 40 percent. There has 
also been a slight decline 
in students selecting Kan-
nada as their first lan-
guage, while those choos-
ing English in that catego-
ry have increased notably.
Calling the trend a “para-
dox”, the report observes 
that Kannada as a first lan-
guage is performing worse 
than non-native languages, 
pointing to deeper issues 
in pedagogy, curriculum 
design and assessment 
methods. It stresses the 
need for urgent reforms to 
make language learning 
more effective and engag-
ing.Prepared by a team led 
by educationist V.P. Niran-
janaradhya along with 
Kannada teachers across 

the state, the report also 
found disparities across 
social groups and regions. 
Students from Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and Category 2B commu-
nities recorded higher fail-
ure rates, while coastal 
and Malnad districts out-
performed parts of north 
Karna taka .To  address 
these concerns, the author-
ity has suggested revamp-
ing textbooks to focus on 
language development 
rather than rote learning. It 
recommends incorporating 
simple stories, poetry, dia-
logues and creative ex-
pression, supported by vi-
sually engaging materials 
in classrooms.The report 
further emphasises priori-
tising language skills in 
assessments and strength-
ening foundational learn-
ing from the primary level. 
It also proposes incentives 
such as scholarships, edu-
cational priority and gov-
ernment job preferences 
for students excelling in 
Kannada, aiming to restore 
interest and improve out-
comes in the language.

Video of woman 
bathing recorded, 
police search for 

accused youth
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
Mahadevapura police have 
launched a search for an un-
identified youth who allegedly 
filmed a 23-year-old woman 
while she was bathing in a 
rented house in Garudachar 
Palya. According to the com-
plaint, the incident occurred 
between 9.30 pm and 9.40 pm 
on April 29. The woman, a 
software engineer who moved 
to the area nine months ago, 
noticed someone recording her 
from a nearby building and 
raised an alarm. The suspect 
fled with the phone. The vic-
tim has expressed fear of the 
video being circulated online. 
Police have registered a case, 
inspected the spot and initiated 
efforts to trace the accused.

ICCTAC 2026 highlights 
emerging trends in AI, 

cybersecurity and computing
BENGALURU

 
The 14th International Con-
ference on Current Trends in 
A d v a n c e d  C o m p u t i n g 
(ICCTAC 2026) at Kristu 
Jayanti (Deemed to be Uni-
versity) brought together 
leading academicians, indus-
try experts and students to 
explore the evolving land-
scape of artificial intelligence, 
cybersecurity and advanced 
computing.Inaugurating the 
conference, Manpreet Anand, 
Country Head of EC-Council 
India, emphasised the impor-
tance of curiosity-driven re-
search. “Research begins with 
curiosity and the courage to 
question,” she said, urging 
participants to pursue knowl-
edge with depth and confi-
dence.Delivering the presi-
dential address, Fr. Dr. Au-
gustine George CMI high-
lighted the rapid evolution of 
computing systems and un-
derscored the growing role of 
technological innovation in 
both academia and industry. 
Guest of Honour P. Vimal 
Laxman, Scientist  E at 
CDAC, Chennai, shared in-
sights into India’s technolog-

ical progress and key contri-
butions of CDAC in advanc-
ing computing capabilities.

The conference featured a 
wide range of keynote ses-
sions and technical discus-
sions. Dr. S. Ramachandran 
from HFS Research spoke on 
“Physical AI for Competitive 
Advantages,” offering per-
spectives on integrating AI 
into engineering solutions. 
Prof. Eiko Takaoka of Sophia 
University addressed ethical 
concerns in her talk on “Hu-
man Dignity in the Age of 
AI,” particularly in healthcare 
applications.Cybersecurity 
and emerging threats were 
key themes, with Dr. Manish 
Kumar of RV University dis-
cussing next-generation secu-

rity strategies. Chalapathi 
Koneni, a data engineering 
leader based in the United 
States, highlighted challenges 
in deploying AI systems at 
scale, while Chaitanya Va-
laparla conducted a hands-on 
workshop on AI-driven re-
search methodologies.

Adding an industry per-
spective, Vijai Tirumala of 
Swiss Re spoke on innovation 
and adaptability in the AI era.

Organised with technical 
co-sponsorship from the IEEE 
Bangalore Section and in col-
laboration with Sophia Uni-
versity, Tokyo, the conference 
also featured paper presenta-
tions, fostering collaboration 
and knowledge exchange 
across disciplines.

Woman creates 
ruckus at star hotel, 

assaults police officers
BENGALURU

 
A 23-year-old woman from 
Mumbai was arrested for alleged-
ly creating a disturbance at a five-
star hotel on Palace Road and 
later assaulting police personnel 
at a station in the city.The ac-
cused, identified as Taniya Dhila, 
had come to Bengaluru to attend 
an event at the Bangalore Interna-
tional Exhibition Centre. Accord-
ing to a complaint filed by 
Sub-Inspector Lakshmi, the po-
lice helpline (112) received a dis-
tress call about a commotion at 
the Shangri-La Hotel Bengaluru.
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Hill fire sparks panic in Devadurga area
DEVADURGA

 
A sudden hill fire near Gaur-
ampet in Devadurga taluk of 
Raichur district triggered pan-
ic among residents flames 
were spotted around 9:30 PM 
behind a fuel station area.

The fire is suspected to 
have been caused by extreme 
summer heat conditions, ac-
cording to preliminary obser-
vations by officials. The blaze 
quickly spread across the hill 
slope, alarming nearby resi-
dents and prompting immedi-
ate alerts to emergency ser-
vices. Fire and emergency 
personnel rushed to the spot 
soon after receiving informa-

tion and began firefighting 
operations. However, efforts 
were significantly hampered 
due to the absence of proper 
road connectivity to the hill-
top, preventing fire tenders 
from reaching the exact loca-
tion. Devadurga witnessed 

tense moments as flames con-
tinued to spread in the dry 
vegetation area near Gauram-
pet, located behind a Bharat 
Petroleum outlet. Locals in 
surrounding foothill areas re-
mained on edge as the situa-
tion developed. Fire officer 

Ravikumar stated that lack of 
access routes has made oper-
ations difficult, but teams are 
making continuous efforts to 
bring the fire under control. 
Forest officials also indicated 
that the rising temperature 
and dry conditions are likely 
contributing factors.

Alimuddin noted that in-
tense heat conditions in the 
region may have triggered the 
incident, though the exact 
cause is still under assess-
ment. Authorities are continu-
ing firefighting operations, 
while residents have ex-
pressed concern over recur-
ring fire risks during peak 
summer.

GAURAMPET FIRE SCARE

QUICK READ
Rain brings 

relief to Bidar after 
heatwave

Raichur Gets New 
Deputy Commissioner 

Puvitha S

Free summer camp 
for children in 

Kalaburagi

BIDAR
Bidar experienced a sud-

den change in weather af-
ter a day of intense heat, 

with rainfall bringing 
much-needed relief to 

residents. The district had 
been reeling under 

scorching sunshine since 
morning, causing discom-
fort due to rising temper-
atures. By evening, dark 

clouds gathered over the 
region, followed by show-

ers in several areas in-
cluding Chikkapete, 

Markal, Gadagi, and Astur. 
The rain helped cool 

down the atmosphere 
significantly, easing the 

heat conditions. The un-
expected weather shift 
brought relief to people 

who had been struggling 
through the hot summer 
day, offering a refreshing 

break from the harsh 
temperatures.

Raichur
The Karnataka govern-

ment has appointed Puvi-
tha S., IAS officer of the 

2016 batch and Managing 
Director of KUIDFC, as the 
new Deputy Commission-
er of  Raichur district. She 

replaces Nitish K., a 
2015-batch IAS officer, 
who served in the post 

since July 2024. During his 
tenure, Nitish focused on 
improving sanitation, in-

frastructure, and adminis-
trative efficiency in the 

district. He initiated clean-
liness drives, helped or-
ganize an Army recruit-
ment rally, and played a 

key role in shifting the 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
office to a new building. 
He also worked on tour-

ism development propos-
als and successfully con-
ducted the Raichur Dis-
trict Festival. With the 

new appointment, expec-
tations are high for con-

tinued progress.

Kalaburagi
A free summer camp for 

children aged 5 to 16 
years will be held from 

May 12 to May 26 at Ran-
gayana in Kalaburagi. The 
camp is being organised 
by the Women and Child 

Development Depart-
ment, the Deputy Director 
announced. The daily pro-

gramme will run from 
8:30 AM to 1:00 PM and 

will include activities such 
as drawing, handicrafts, 
clay modelling, karate, 

yoga, meditation, group 
singing, group dance, dra-

ma, and traditional 
games. Registration is 
open until May 10, with 
only the first 60 appli-

cants being accepted. In-
terested parents must 

submit two photographs 
and age proof. For details, 
they can contact the de-

partment office or Bal 
Bhavan staff.

Clay pot demand rises amid 
Vijayapura heat

Vijayapura
Extreme summer tempera-

tures in Vijayapura district 
have led to a sharp rise in de-
mand for traditional clay pots, 
as residents turn to natural 
cooling methods to beat the 
heat.

Known as the “City of 
Domes,” Vijayapura is wit-
nessing increased sales of 
earthen pots across roadside 
stalls and busy junctions. 
Households, offices, and 
shops are increasingly storing 
drinking water in clay pots 
instead of modern refrigera-
tion systems.

The renewed interest in 
clay pots is driven by their 

natural cooling property, 
where water remains cool due 
to slow evaporation through 
porous clay walls. This meth-
od is considered healthier 
compared to artificially 
chilled water, especially 
during peak summer.

The trend has also revived 
traditional livelihoods, pro-
viding a boost to potter fami-
lies who had seen declining 
demand in recent years. Many 
artisans report selling hun-
dreds of pots daily, helping 
improve income during the 
otherwise difficult summer 
season.

clay pot water has also 
gained popularity for being 
eco-friendly, as it is made 
from natural materials and 
does not generate environ-
mental waste. This has en-
couraged more people to 
adopt sustainable lifestyle 
choices.

Local vendors like Mahesh 

Kumbar say that while de-
mand peaks only during sum-
mer, the current heatwave has 
significantly increased sales, 
offering crucial financial sup-
port to rural craftsmen depen-
dent on this seasonal trade.

The district administration’s 
efforts to provide shaded 
drinking water points at major 
locations have also comple-
mented the trend, encouraging 
commuters to prefer natural 
cooling options.

Overall, the revival of clay 
pot usage highlights a blend 
of tradition, health aware-
ness, and environmental con-
sciousness driven by rising 
temperatures.

Rising heat in Vijayapura boosts clay pot demand, reviving traditional eco-
friendly water storage and supporting local potters

Passengers suffer 
long waits amid heat 

in Yadgir stretch
YADGIR

 
Severe summer heat has in-
tensified commuting hard-
ships in the Yadgir–Kalabur-
agi region, where passengers 
are enduring long waits for 
buses along National High-
way 150.

Hundreds of villagers are 
reportedly forced to wait for 
hours at bus stops due to in-
adequate public transport ser-
vices, despite increased travel 
demand during the ongoing 
wedding season. 

Locals allege that the 
Transport Department 
has failed to provide 
sufficient bus fre-
quency to meet 
commuter needs.

The situation has 
become particularly 
difficult for residents 
travelling between ru-
ral areas and urban centres 
in Yadgir and Kalaburagi. 
Passengers from villages such 
as Wadi, Nalwar, Shahabad, 
Ladlapur, Halkarti, Ravor, 
and Malgatti are among the 
worst affected, often waiting 
for extended periods under 
the scorching sun.

Elderly people and school 
and college students are fac-
ing significant hardship due 
to extreme weather condi-
tions. 

In many cases, buses are 
either delayed or overcrowd-
ed, leaving commuters strand-
ed. Some services reportedly 
pass without stopping due to 
heavy passenger load.

A commuter from Nalwar, 
Sharanappa, said he had to 
travel on a two-wheeler after 
waiting over two hours for a 
bus while taking his daughter 
for college admission in Ka-
laburagi, highlighting the 
urgency of the situation.

Residents have expressed 
anger over what they de-
scribe as the negligence of 

transport officials and lack of 
response from public repre-
sentatives. 

They are demanding im-
mediate steps to increase the 
number of buses and improve 
service frequency.

Locals also stressed the 
need for better planning and 
monitoring of rural transport 
routes to ensure reliable con-
nectivity, especially during 
peak travel seasons and ex-
treme weather conditions.

Yadgir villagers 
protest over 

drinking water 
shortage

Residents of Saudagar 
Tanda in Yadgir ta-
luk staged a protest 
demanding urgent 

supply of drinking water 
amid severe summer 
hardship. Protesters 

carried empty pots and 
footwear to express 

their anger against 
authorities, alleging 

prolonged neglect 
of their basic 
needs. They 
claimed that 

despite giving of-
ficials a one-week 

deadline, no steps 
have been taken to re-

solve the issue. Villagers 
said an overhead water 
tank built nearly three 
years ago has still not 

been made functional, 
worsening the crisis. 

Social activist Umesh 
K. Munnal accused offi-
cials of inaction despite 

repeated complaints. 
The villagers warned of 
a road blockade on May 
9 on the Yadgir–Sedam 
main road if the issue is 

not resolved soon.

Kalaburagi, Bidar airports to 
regain flight services

KALABURAGI
 

Air connectivity between Ka-
laburagi, Bidar, and Bengalu-
ru is set to resume soon after 
the Karnataka Cabinet ap-
proved financial support for 
airline operations under the 
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) 
scheme.

The decision is expected to 
revive suspended services 
from Kalaburagi and Bidar 
airports, which have remained 
non-operational for several 
months. 

Earlier, Star Air operated 
flights on the Kalaburagi–
Bengaluru route but discon-
tinued services from October 
8 last year, citing suspension 
of the UDAN scheme and air-
craft shortages.

Since then, passengers from 
the Kalyana Karnataka region 
have been forced to travel 
long distances via road or rely 
on connecting routes through 
Hyderabad or train services, 
causing inconvenience and 
longer travel time. To address 
the issue, a high-level meet-

ing was held under the leader-
ship of Infrastructure Devel-
opment Minister M B Patil, 
with participation from Min-
isters Priyank Kharge and Es-
hwar Khandre. 

Airline operators were also 
invited to submit proposals 
for restarting services.

Following discussions, the 
state Cabinet approved 
₹28.47 crore annually as fi-
nancial assistance to operate 
flights on the Bengaluru–Ka-
laburagi–Bengaluru and Ben-
galuru–Bidar–Bengaluru 
routes. 

The support will be provid-
ed under the Viability Gap 

Funding model, with 80% of 
the funding expected to come 
from the Kalyana Karnataka 
Region Development Board.

Officials said the initiative 
aims to ensure stable and 
continuous air connectivity to 
boost regional development, 
improve business travel, and 
enhance access to healthcare, 
education, and economic op-
portunities for people in 
northern Karnataka.

The move is seen as a sig-
nificant step toward strength-
ening aviation infrastructure 
in the region and improving 
integration with the state cap-
ital and other major cities.

Karnataka Cabinet approves funding to resume flights between 
Kalaburagi, Bidar and Bengaluru under VGF scheme support

Village accountant caught in Lokayukta bribery trap 
BIDAR

 
In a significant anti-corrup-
tion operation, a village ac-
c o u n t a n t  w a s  c a u g h t 
red-handed by Lokayukta 
officials while allegedly ac-
cepting a bribe at a roadside 
dhaba on the outskirts of 
Maragunda village in Bidar 
district.

The accused, Shivakumar, 
serving as the Village Ac-
countant of Maragunda, was 
allegedly involved in de-
manding ₹5 lakh from a vil-
lager, Mahadev Shantappa, 
for processing a house muta-
tion. 

The complainant, unwill-
ing to pay the illegal demand, 
approached authorities, lead-
ing to a planned trap opera-
tion.

Acting on the complaint, 
officials from the Karnataka 
Lokayukta set up a surveil-
lance operation. During the 

operation, Shivakumar was 
caught while accepting ₹2.5 
lakh, which was part of the 
total bribe amount allegedly 
demanded. 

The exchange took place at 
a roadside eatery located near 
Maragunda, where officials 
intervened at the right mo-
ment and apprehended him.

The raid was conducted 
under the leadership of Bidar 
Lokayukta Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police Hanuman-
tharaya. 

In addition to the main ac-
cused, his associate Sha-
ranayya was also taken into 
custody for questioning.

Preliminary reports suggest 
that the accused had assured 
the complainant of quick mu-
tation clearance in exchange 
for payment, which led to 
suspicion and eventual re-
porting of the matter to Lo-
kayukta authorities.

Following the successful 

operation, a case has been 
registered against the ac-
cused, and further investi-
gation is underway to deter-
mine whether the accused 
was involved in similar cor-
rupt practices in other cases.

Lokayukta officials reiter-
ated that strict action will be 
taken against public ser-
vants involved in corruption 
and misuse of office.

They also encouraged 
citizens to come forward 
and report bribery cases 
without fear, assuring con-
fidentiality and swift ac-
tion.

The incident highlights 
the continued vigilance of 
anti-corruption agencies in 
Karnataka and their efforts 
to ensure transparency and 
accountability in public ad-
ministration, particularly in 
rural land and revenue ser-
vices where such cases are 
frequently reported.

Fire services rush 
after Bidar gas leak 

incident 
BIDAR

 
A major fire incident was re-
ported in Bidar city after a 
leak in an underground gas 
pipeline triggered flames in 
the Jail Colony area, causing 
panic among residents.

The incident occurred when 
a pipeline of Bharat Gas re-
portedly developed a leak be-
neath the road surface, allow-
ing gas to escape and spread 
along the roadside. The 
leaked gas subsequently 
caught fire, with flames rising 
approximately 7–8 feet high, 
creating a tense situation in 
the locality. Residents imme-
diately attempted to contact 
the company’s emergency 
helpline, but alleged that there 
was no prompt response. 
They then alerted the Fire and 
Emergency Services Karnata-
ka, which dispatched person-
nel to the spot without delay.

Yadgir women face issues 
under Shakti Scheme

YADGIR
 

Allegations of non-accep-
tance of digital Aadhaar 
documents have sparked 
criticism in Yadgir district, 
with women passengers 
claiming difficulties while 
availing benefits under the 
State government’s Shakti 
Scheme Karnataka.

The issue revolves 
around the use of Dig-
i L o c k e r,  a  g o v e r n -
ment-supported digital 
platform that stores official 
documents such as Aad-
haar cards in electronic 
form. Under the scheme 
guidelines, women are al-
lowed free bus travel upon 
presenting valid identifica-
tion, including digital Aad-
haar. However, commuters 
allege that some bus con-
ductors are refusing to ac-
cept these digital docu-
ments.

In one reported incident, 
women passengers from 
Saidapur travelling on a 
KSRTC bus faced incon-
venience when the con-
ductor allegedly refused to 
accept Aadhaar shown via 
DigiLocker on mobile 
phones. The passengers 
had misplaced their physi-
cal Aadhaar cards and at-

tempted to use the digital 
version instead. They fur-
ther alleged that they were 
asked to deboard the bus 
before intervention by fel-
low passengers helped 
them continue the journey.

Women commuters 
claim such incidents are 
not isolated and occur fre-
quently, with conductors 
sometimes citing reasons 
such as lack of seats or in-
sisting on physical docu-
ments, thereby denying 
scheme benefits.

KSRTC officials have 
been urged to issue clear 
instructions to staff regard-
ing acceptance of digital 
identity proofs and proper 
implementation of the 
scheme. Passengers have 
also demanded visible 
guidelines inside buses 
and a grievance mecha-
nism to report misconduct.

Women’s rights repre-
sentatives have criticised 
the inconsistent implemen-
tation, stating that rural 
women dependent on pub-
lic transport are facing re-
peated inconvenience. 
They have called for strict 
action against staff who 
violate rules and under-
mine the intent of the wel-
fare scheme.

Falling groundwater levels devastate Shahapur farmers
SHAHAPUR

 
Intense summer heat has led 
to a sharp decline in ground-
water levels in Shahapur taluk 
of Yadgir district, severely 
affecting horticulture farmers 
and dryland agriculture.

Farmers cultivating crops 
such as papaya, pomegranate, 
and lemon are facing severe 
water scarcity as borewells 
and farm ponds dry up. Many 
standing crops are reportedly 
withering before harvest, 
causing significant financial 
distress to the farming com-
munity. In Shahapur, farmers 

who depend heavily on bore-
well irrigation say the situa-
tion has worsened due to ris-
ing temperatures and in-
creased water demand. Some 
growers are now forced to 
purchase tanker water at high 
cost to save their crops.

A papaya farmer, Jagadevi 
Hiremath, said they earlier 
managed irrigation using 
stored borewell and canal wa-
ter, but extreme heat has dras-
tically increased water re-
quirements. She noted that 
even crops nearing harvest are 
at risk of total loss due to lack 
of moisture. Similarly, farm-

ers in regions under the 
Krishna command area report 
that vegetable crops are dry-
ing up at the germination 
stage itself. They say falling 
groundwater levels have 
made irrigation unreliable, 
further deepening the crisis.

Narayanpur Left Bank Ca-
nal and related canal systems 
such as SBC, MBC, and IBC 
have been highlighted by 
farmers as potential lifelines. 
They have urged authorities to 
release water from reservoirs 
like Almatti and Narayanpur 
to help recharge groundwater 
and support irrigation.

Vijayapura 
officials urged to 

act on climate 
change

VIJAYAPURA
 

District-level officials in Vi-
jayapura have been urged to 
work in coordination to effec-
tively address climate change 
challenges and implement key 
performance indicators under 
state action plans.

Vijayapura Chief Planning 
Officer of the Zilla Panchayat, 
C.B. Kumbar, stressed the im-
portance of collective respon-
sibility among departments 
during a training programme 
on the Karnataka State Action 
Plan on Climate Change 
(KSAPCC). The event was 
held at the Zilla Panchayat 
hall and organised by EMPRI 
in collaboration with the Kar-
nataka State Council for Sci-
ence and Technology.

He assured full institutional 
support for implementing cli-
mate-related initiatives and 
emphasised the need for coor-
dinated planning and execu-
tion across departments to 
achieve sustainable outcomes.

Dr. Pavitra P. Nayak, Re-
search Scientist at EMPRI, 
delivered a detailed presenta-
tion on climate policies, adap-
tation strategies, and the role 
of various departments in  
mitigating climate change 
impacts.
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Museums on wheels in Mysuru on May 18
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY 2026

QUICK READ

No power 
supply today

Applications  
invited for Grama  

One centres

Mysuru
Power supply will be dis-

rupted on May 7 from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM un-
der the V.V. Mohalla sub-
division limits. The inter-
ruption is due to under-

ground cable work being 
carried out on the 11 kV 

Mayura power line, which 
originates from the 66/11 
kV Hebbal power distri-
bution center. Areas af-
fected by the outage in-

clude KIADB Layout, sur-
rounding areas of Military 
Quarters, Nisarga Layout, 
behind Chitra Residency, 

Lakshmikanthanagar, and 
nearby localities. Similar-

ly, due to underground 
cable work on the 11 kV 

Yadavagiri power line un-
der the V.V. Mohalla 

sub-division, there will be 
a disruption in electricity 

supply on May 7 from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Ar-
eas affected under the 11 
kV Yadavagiri power line: 
Paramahamsa Road (1st 

Main to 5th Main), 
Vivekananda Main Road, 

Yadavagiri 1st and 2nd 
Main, Dhobi Ghat, Rail-

way Loco Colony, Yadav-
agiri Church Road, Rail-
way Hospital, Dasap-
rakash Hotel, and sur-

rounding areas will expe-
rience power interruption.

Chikkaballapura
The government has in-
vited applications to set 
up “Grama One” centres 
under the Seva Sindhu 
scheme. The initiative 

aims to deliver govern-
ment services at the 

doorstep of citizens, in-
cluding Sakala services, 
RTI applications, bank-
ing support, and other 

public welfare services. 
Officials said each cen-
tre will operate from 8 

am to 8 pm on all days. 
Around 800 services will 

be provided through 
these centres across 

gram panchayats in the 
district. Interested appli-

cants can apply online 
before May 15 through 
the official portal. Au-

thorities have also pro-
vided contact numbers 
for further information 

and guidance.

Wealth and governance must be 
shared equally: CM Siddaramaiah 

CM said government aims equality, noted caste still exists, and 
emphasized reformers’ vision of rational, caste-free society

MYSURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
asserted that wealth and gov-
ernance must be distributed 
equally among all sections of 
society, reiterating his govern-
ment’s commitment to social 
justice.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the Sri Shivayogi Sidda-
rameshwara Jayanti celebra-
tions organized here on 
Wednesday, he said the gov-
ernment’s goal is to ensure 
equal share and equal oppor-
tunities for all. As long as an 
equitable society is not 
achieved, demands from mar-
ginalized communities will 
continue. The vision of social 
reformers has always been to 
eliminate caste hierarchies 
and promote rational thinking. 
However, that caste divisions 
still persist in the country.

Emphasising inclusivity, 
the CM said equal opportuni-
ties must be ensured for all 
deprived sections. Quoting 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, he high-

lighted that political freedom 
and access to education are 
essential to eradicate the caste 
system and enable social, eco-
nomic, and political progress. 
The State government has im-
plemented five guarantee 
schemes benefiting all 7 crore 
people of Karnataka without 
discrimination.

The governance today is 
guided by the Constitution, 
unlike earlier times when 
Manusmriti influenced socie-
tal norms. Ambedkar taught 
them that human beings must 

love one another and not hate.
Referring to the teachings 

of Sri Siddeshwara Swamiji, 
Siddaramaiah said people 
must earn through honest 
work and share their wealth 
equitably. The citizens to ac-
tively participate in produc-
tive activities and follow the 
principle of “Kayakave Kaila-
sa” (work is worship). 

Minister for Backward 
Classes Welfare and Kannada 
and Culture, Shivaraj Tangada-
gi, said government schemes 
are reaching the most margin-

alised, including the Bhovi 
community, due to the leader-
ship of the Chief Minister. 
There is a need for the inclu-
sion of the Voddar community 
under the Bhovi Development 
Corporation and to build Sri 
Siddarameshwara community 
halls in every district.

Religious leader Sri Imma-
di Siddarameshwara Swamiji 
described Siddarameshwara 
as a true “Kayaka Yogi” 
whose teachings remain rele-
vant today. He also praised 
the contributions of senior 
writer Prof. S.G. Siddara-
maiah, who was conferred the 
Kayaka Yogi Siddaramesh-
wara Award for 2025–26 
during the event.

Speakers emphasised the 
importance of education, uni-
ty, and self-employment, not-
ing that government jobs can 
accommodate only a small 
percentage of the population.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing ministers, legislators, and 
senior officials, were present 
at the function.

Minister Patil stresses protection 
of ancient monuments in Barkur

UDUPI

Tourism and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil 
has called for urgent steps to 
restore the historical impor-
tance of Barkur and protect its 
ancient monuments without 
altering their original charac-
ter. He made the statement 
after visiting the Panchali 
Agheshwara temple in Brah-
mavar taluk and reviewing 
nearby heritage sites.

The Minister said Barkur, 
once ruled by the Alupa dy-
nasty, holds deep historical 
value and its ancient forts, 
temples and structures must 
be preserved for future gener-
ations. He stressed that the 
glory of the Alupa rule should 
be documented and shared 
with young people so they un-
derstand the region’s cultural 
and administrative history. He 
said preserving heritage is a 
responsibility of both the gov-
ernment and the public, add-
ing that historical stones, tem-
ples and monuments should 
not be neglected or altered.

The Minister noted that 
Barkur was once an important 
administrative centre and 
ruled peacefully without ma-
jor conflicts, making it a sig-
nificant part of Karnataka’s 
early history. He suggested 
forming an official committee 
under the leadership of former 

Chief Minister Jagadish Shet-
tar to prepare a detailed plan 
for restoring the historical 
identity of the region. He said 
a report should be submitted 
soon and action should be 
taken to revive Barkur’s heri-
tage without compromising 
its authenticity.

The Minister also referred 
to similar conservation efforts 
in places like Lakkundi, 
where thousands of ancient 

remains, including wells and 
temple structures, have been 
identified and are being re-
stored.

He said efforts are under-
way to convert such sites into 
open-air museums to preserve 
their archaeological value and 
attract tourism. Officials also 
highlighted ongoing religious 
and cultural tours connecting 
several temples and pilgrim-
age centres across coastal and 
inland Karnataka to promote 
heritage awareness.

Local leaders and temple 
authorities attended the pro-
gramme and expressed sup-
port for conservation efforts 
and tourism development in 
the region. The Minister con-
cluded that preserving Karna-
taka’s historical identity is 
essential for cultural pride, 
education, and sustainable 
tourism development.

Minister highlighted 
Barkur’s historical 

importance, proposed 
committee under 

Jagadish Shettar, and 
urged report 

preparation to restore 
and preserve its 

heritage authenticity

MYSURU

In connection with Interna-
tional Museum Day on May 
18, 2026, a special pro-
gramme titled “Museums on 
Wheels” will be organised in 
Mysuru under the ICOM 
2026 theme, “Museums Unit-
ing a Divided World.”

The Department of Archae-
ology, Museums and Heritage 

has arranged this initiative to 
provide students, researchers, 
history enthusiasts and the 
general public an opportunity 
to visit selected museums.

The programme will be in-
augurated at 8:00 AM on 
May 18 at the Wellington 
Government Museum and 
Art Gallery, Irwin Road, My-
suru. The tour will proceed to 
the Regional Museum of 

Natural History, Payana (Car 
Museum), and the Railway 
Museum, before concluding 
at the Wellington Govern-
ment Museum and Art Gal-
lery.

Participants will be taken 
by bus to these museums, 
where they will be intro-
duced to the antiquity, liter-
ary, and cultural significance 
of various artefacts on dis-

play. The programme is open 
to school and college stu-
dents, researchers, history 
enthusiasts, and the general 

public aged between 10 and 
60 years.

Interested participants can 
register their names before 
5:30 PM on May 16, either in 
person at the Office of the 
Commissioner, Department 
of Archaeology, Museums 
and Heritage, Karnataka Ex-
hibition Authority premises, 
Indiranagar, Mysuru, or via 
email at ddheritagemysore@

gmail.com and commr.amh@
yahoo.in, or by contacting 
the phone numbers 0821-
2424671 / 2424673.

For more details, partici-
pants may contact Sunil Ku-
m a r  M . ,  C u r a t o r 
(7829404796), according to a 
press release issued by the 
Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Archaeology, Muse-
ums and Heritage.

Representatives questioned lack of notice publication, warning public 
unaware and denied consultation on tree-felling proposal

Activists oppose tree felling 
plan in Mysuru division

MYSURU

Environmental activists have 
raised strong objections over 
the alleged failure to publish 
a mandatory public notice re-
garding the proposed felling 
of 561 trees in the Mysuru 
Division.

In a representation submit-
ted to the authorities, mem-
bers of Parisarakke Naavu 
termed the lapse a “serious 
omission” that undermines 
public participation in envi-
ronmental decision-making.

According to them, the no-
tice issued by the Office of 
the Deputy Conservator of 
Forests on April 27, 2026, has 
not appeared in any newspa-
per so far. They argued that 
without proper publication in 
widely circulated dailies, the 
general public remains un-
aware of the proposal and is 
effectively denied the oppor-

tunity to raise objections. 
“Public consultation is a cru-
cial part of such decisions. If 
citizens are not informed, 
how can they respond or 
voice concerns about the fell-
ing of hundreds of trees?” the 
representation questioned.

The group has urged au-
thorities to immediately pub-
lish the notice in leading 
newspapers to ensure trans-
parency and accountability. 
They have also requested that 
a minimum window of 10 
days be provided from the 

date of publication for the 
public to submit objections.

Further, the activists have 
called for convening a public 
hearing, in line with estab-
lished practices followed in 
similar cases within the juris-
diction. They emphasized that 
such measures are essential to 
uphold democratic processes 
and safeguard environmental 
interests. The representation 
was signed by Parisarakke 
Naavu President A.T. Ra-
maswamy and General Secre-
tary Parashurama Gowda.

Heat drives wild visitor indoors: 
A  7.5-foot Rat snake rescued 

MYSURU

The City of Mysuru witnessed 
yet another dramatic brush 
with the wild as a massive 
7.5-foot rat snake was rescued 
from Kumbarakoppal on a 
sweltering day on Wednesday.

 The daring operation was 
carried out by seasoned snake 
rescuer Shivakumar, who 
continues to be a lifeline for 
both reptiles and residents.

 With temperatures soaring 
across the city, snakes are in-
creasingly slithering into hu-
man habitats in search of re-
l ief .  Cooler corners of 
homes—near gas cylinders, 
beneath washing machines, 
and under staircases—are 
turning into unexpected hide-
outs for these silent visitors.

According to Shivakumar, 
snakes typically enter homes 
for three reasons: in search of 
food, water, or to escape pred-
ators. They are not here to 
harm, but to survive. The res-

idents must remain calm and 
avoid panic.

What makes this rescue 
even more remarkable is the 
milestone it represents. This 
was Shivakumar’s 19,500th 
snake rescue—a staggering 
testament to his commitment 
and courage. 

As Mysuru heats up, en-
counters like these are becom-
ing more frequent, serving as 
a reminder that the city is not 
just ours—but shared with na-
ture, even in its most unex-
pected forms.

Pic by Hampa Nagaraju 

MCC’s clever trick to stop public urination in City
MYSURU

In a creative and somewhat 
unconventional move, the 
Mysore City Corporation 
(MCC) has launched a novel 
experiment to curb the per-
sistent problem of public uri-
nation along the Bengaluru–
Nilgiri Road, right in front of 
the suburban bus stand.

For years, the old com-
pound wall of People’s Park 
had turned into an open, un-
hygienic urinal, drawing 
sharp criticism and causing 
deep embarrassment—espe-
cially for women who had to 
pass by the stretch. Despite 
repeated efforts by the MCC, 
including putting up “No Uri-
nation” signboards and con-
ducting awareness drives, the 
problem stubbornly persisted.

The situation was further 
aggravated by the area turning 
into a bustling pickup and 
drop-off point for private tax-
is. With no proper public uri-
nals nearby, many individuals 
chose convenience over civic 

responsibility, reducing the 
c o m p o u n d  w a l l  t o  a 
foul-smelling eyesore.

But now, the MCC has de-
cided to fight back—with re-
flection instead of restriction.

In a striking move, mirrors 
have been installed all along 
the compound wall. The idea 
is simple yet ingenious: when 
individuals attempt to relieve 
themselves, they are confront-
ed with their own reflection, 
triggering a sense of embar-
rassment and, hopefully, re-
straint. Officials believe this 
psychological nudge could 
succeed where warnings and 
penalties failed.

“People may ignore boards, 
but they cannot ignore them-

selves,” an MCC officer re-
marked, expressing cautious 
optimism about the initia-
tive’s impact.

While the idea has drawn 
attention for its ingenuity, it 
also raises several practical 
concerns. What if vandals 
damage the mirrors by throw-
ing stones? Who will bear the 
cost of repairs? More impor-
tantly, in the absence of 
CCTV surveillance, what 
happens after sunset when 
visibility drops and monitor-
ing becomes difficult?

There is also the larger 
question of sustainability—
whether such measures can 
deliver long-term behavioural 
change without adequate in-
frastructure like public toilets.

For now, the mirrored wall 
stands as both a reflection and 
a reminder—of civic sense, 
shared responsibility, and the 
ongoing challenge of keeping 
public spaces clean. Whether 
this bold experiment will suc-
ceed or shatter under pressure 
remains to be seen.

BJP celebrates 
election gains 

across three states
CHITTAPUR

At a BJP event in Chittapur, 
leader Manikant Rathoda 
highlighted the party’s elec-
toral gains in West Bengal, 
Assam, and Puducherry, cred-
iting Narendra Modi and Amit 
Shah for boosting support. 

He said BJP’s vote share 
and  organisa t ion  have 
strengthened despite challeng-
es, encouraging workers to 
stay active. 

Rathoda emphasised voter 
list verification to ensure elec-
toral transparency and noted 
such processes may extend to 
Chittapur. 

Leaders stressed grassroots 
work, booth-level strengthen-
ing, and public engagement as 
key to future success. The 
event saw participation from 
local party members, ending 
with calls for unity and sus-
tained efforts to expand BJP’s 
influence.

SDPI demands 
urgent fix for 
hospital chaos

HUMNABAD

A petition was submitted to the 
District Health Officer by the 
Social Democratic Party of In-
dia demanding urgent action to 
improve the government hospi-
tal in Humanabad. Leaders said 
nearly 600 to 800 outpatients 
visit the taluk hospital every 
day but basic facilities are 
missing. They alleged ambu-
lance services are delayed, 
cleanliness is poor, and patients 
are forced to buy medicines 
from outside pharmacies. It 
was also said that some doctors 
are working in private hospitals 
during duty hours which affects 
patient care. Officials were told 
that a ventilator is unused for 
years and ICU services are not 
properly used in emergencies. 
Accident and heart patients are 
being referred to district or pri-
vate hospitals without emer-
gency treatment. 

Grand musical celebration ‘Mysuru 
Sitar Sambhrama 2026’ on May 9

MYSURU

Kala Samvahana Trust is pre-
senting ‘Mysuru Sitar Sambh-
rama 2026’, a grand celebra-
tion of Indian classical music, 
tradition, and cultural excel-
lence.

The event will be held on 
9th May 2026 at 5:00 PM at 
Karnataka Kalamandira, Vi-
noba Road, Mysuru. This 
prestigious musical evening 
aims to promote and preserve 
the rich heritage of Indian 
classical music through an ex-
traordinary sitar ensemble and 
performances by renowned 
artists. The program will be 
inaugurated by Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and presided by 
Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa, Min-
ister of Social Welfare De-
partment and District In-
charge Minister.

Pujya Swami Krutatmanan-
da of Chinmaya Mission will 
grace the occasion.

Distinguished guests at-

tending the event include leg-
endary singer H.R. Leelavati, 
Dr. M. Jagannath Shenoy, and 
Padma Shri Pt. Venkatesh Ku-
mar, an eminent Hindustani 
vocalist.

A major highlight of the 
evening is the performance by 
internationally acclaimed si-
tarist Ustad Dr. Mohasin 
Khan. Grand Sitar Ensemble 
by Sitar Sinchana, Mysuru, 
featuring 50+ musicians per-
forming live in harmony. Not-
ed Vocalist Padmashri Pandit 
Venkatesh kumar will be Star 
performer of the festival.  

Speaking about the event, 
Dr Shabana Mysuru said that 
Mysuru Sitar Sambhrama is 
envisioned as a platform to 
inspire young musicians and 
bring audiences closer to the 
timeless beauty of Indian 
classical arts. 

Music lovers, art enthusi-
asts, cordially invited to at-
tend and experience this 
unique cultural celebration.
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Border areas need stronger Kannada promotion says leader
KANNADA CULTURAL REVIVAL 

QUICK READ
Yadava Sangha to 
issue ID cards for 

election

Millet procurement 
and distribution  

set in Mandya

KEDAMULLAR TO HOST 
ARRABHASHE BORDER FESTIVAL

CH News, Chitradurga
The District Yadava (Gol-

la) Sangha has an-
nounced that identity 
cards will be issued to 
members ahead of the 
upcoming Sangha elec-

tion. The election is 
scheduled for May 17 at 
the Government Girls 

High School in Chitradur-
ga city near Rangayyana-

bagilu. Officials said ID 
cards will be distributed 

at the Sangha office from 
May 7 to May 16 between 
11 am and 5:30 pm. Mem-

bers are requested to 
bring two recent pass-
port-size photographs 

and a Xerox copy of 
Aadhaar card. Sub-Divi-

sional Officer Dr. K.J. Kan-
taraj urged all eligible 

members to collect their 
cards within the given 

time.

CH News, Mandya
The district administra-
tion has announced that 
millet procurement un-
der the Minimum Sup-
port Price scheme for 
2025–26 is underway. 
Purchase centers have 

been opened across the 
district to buy millet di-

rectly from farmers. Offi-
cials said the Karnataka 
Food and Civil Supplies 

Corporation has directed 
that all procurement 

work must be complet-
ed by May 15. The col-

lected millet will be dis-
tributed under the Na-

tional Food Security Act 
(NFSA) for the months 
of May and June. Farm-
ers who are yet to sell 

their produce have been 
urged to use this oppor-

tunity. Authorities aim 
for smooth implementa-

tion without delays or  
confusion.

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

A special Arrabhashe Border 
Festival will be held on May 
13 at 9 am at the community 
hall in Kedamullar, Virajpet. 
The event is organized by 
cultural and literary groups 
with the aim of promoting 
semi-language traditions and 
local heritage. Chief Minis-
ter’s legal advisor A.S. Pon-

nanna and Virajpet MLA will 
attend the programme as 
chief guests. Several cultural 
leaders, association heads, 
and social workers from Ko-
dagu district are also expect-
ed to participate. Organizers 
said the festival will highlight 
folk culture, local talent, and 
community unity. A comedy 
and cultural show will add 
attraction to the event.

Investigation ordered into 
alleged illegal transfer planning

Minister warned legal action for misuse of authority, stressed transparent 
counseling-based forest department transfers without external influence

CHAMARAJANAGAR

Forest Minister Eshwar B 
Khandre has ordered a de-
tailed investigation after alle-
gations surfaced that a zonal 
forest officer prepared a se-
cret transfer list in the Bandi-
pur Tiger Reserve.

The issue came to light in 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve after 
a handwritten list reportedly 
circulated on social media, 
claiming to show transfer 
postings of forest officials.

According to the complaint, 
the list was allegedly prepared 
by a Range Forest Officer and 
included details of officers to 
be shifted between different 
zones within the reserve.

The viral document has 
triggered strong reactions, 
with many questioning the 

transparency of transfer pro-
cedures in the forest depart-
ment.

Minister Khandre said the 
matter is serious and directed 
officials to verify the authen-
ticity of the document and 
examine whether it matches 
any official records or hand-
writing.

He instructed the formation 

of a probe team led by the 
Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests (APC-
CF) to conduct a detailed in-
quiry.

The Minister also warned 
that strict legal action will be 
taken against anyone found 
misusing authority or damag-
ing the reputation of the de-
partment.

He emphasized that trans-
fers in the forest department 
are conducted transparently 
through a counseling-based 
system and should not be in-
fluenced by unofficial groups 
or individuals.

He said any attempt to ma-
nipulate postings through in-
ternal networks would harm 
administrative discipline and 
public trust.

Officials said the alleged 

list reportedly included post-
ing details of several officers 
across different zones of Ban-
dipur Tiger Reserve in Gund-
lupet taluk.

Meanwhile, the Minister 
also visited a proposed fly-
over site near Mysuru and 
reviewed tree removal issues 
affecting construction work, 
instructing officials to explore 
options for saving and relo-
cating trees where possible.

Forest department officers 
accompanied him during the 
inspection and were asked to 
submit a detailed report on 
environmental impact and 
feasibility of the project.

Authorities said the investi-
gation into the transfer list 
controversy will continue and 
action will be taken based on 
findings of the inquiry team.

Agriculture Society 
president raises school 

regulation issue
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

 
District Agricultural Society 
president N.R. Maheshwarap-
pa has directed the education 
department to take strict legal 
action against unauthorized 
schools operating in the dis-
trict.

He gave these instructions 
while presiding over the exec-
utive committee meeting held 
at the office of the Joint Di-
rector of Agriculture in Chi-
tradurga.

He said several private 
schools are misleading par-
ents by falsely claiming affil-
iation with CBSE or ICSE 
boards while actually running 
different syllabi. He called it 
a serious fraud and urged of-
ficials to publish a list of such 
schools before the next aca-
demic admissions begin.

He also said action must be 
taken against schools that vi-
olate rules on minimum infra-
structure, safety standards and 
land requirements. He warned 
that some institutions are run-
ning multiple syllabi on the 
same campus, which is 
against regulations.

Maheshwarappa suggested 
that details of illegal schools 
should be published in news-
papers to protect students and 
parents from deception. He 
also urged education officials 
to ensure accountability and 
protect the interests of both 
teachers and students.

District Agricultural Soci-
ety treasurer Bhakta Prahlad 
raised concerns about protec-
tion of government school 
property and said encroach-
ment of school land must be 
prevented. He also suggested 
proper registration of donated 
lands and stronger monitoring 

of school assets.
The meeting also discussed 

strengthening Karnataka Pub-
lic Schools in rural areas to 
improve access to education.

Officials from the animal 
husbandry department in-
formed that vaccination 
against foot-and-mouth dis-
ease has been carried out for 
around 90,000 cattle in the 
district. They said cattle are 
now being registered using a 
digital 12-digit Aadhaar-based 
tagging system for better 
tracking. They also announced 
that insurance compensation 
for livestock deaths has been 
revised, with higher support 
for cattle and small animals.

Members of the society also 
proposed forming a separate 
milk union for Chitradurga 
district and promoting sericul-
ture through training and 
awareness programs for farm-
ers. Officials said silk farming 
is being carried out across 
thousands of hectares in the 
district with government sup-
port and subsidies.

The meeting concluded 
with a focus on improving ag-
riculture, education standards, 
and rural  development 
through better enforcement 
and planning.

Maheshwarappa urged 
publishing illegal 

school details, 
ensuring 

accountability, and 
protecting students, 

parents, and teachers 
through stricter 

education department 
oversight and 

awareness

PAVAGADA

Katta Narasimhamurthy, pres-
ident of Taluk Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishad, said Kannada 
programs should be encour-
aged more in border areas 
where other languages have 
strong influence. He spoke at 
the 112th foundation day of 
Kannada Sahitya Parishad 
held at Guru Bhavan in Pav-
agada town. He said the foun-
dation day is celebrated 
across Karnataka with great 
enthusiasm and reminds peo-

ple about the importance of 
Kannada language. 

He recalled that the Kanna-
da Sahitya Parishad was start-
ed in 1915 with support from 
Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar 
and Sir M Visvesvaraya for 
the survival and growth of 
Kannada. He said today the 
organization has grown wide-
ly and is working in villages 
and towns to protect Kannada 
identity and culture. Prabha-
kar, president of the Kosha, 
said Kannada Sahitya Parish-
ad is an important body that 

works for language, literature, 
and culture for more than a 
century. He said being part of 
the organization is a matter of 

pride for members. 
Officials including IA 

Narayanappa, Pramod, and 
Nagaraju participated in the 

program. Leaders said border 
regions need more Kannada 
cultural events to protect lan-
guage use among young peo-
ple and encourage participa-
tion in literature activities in 
schools and public programs. 
They urged government and 
organizations to increase 
awareness programs, support 
local Kannada groups, and en-
sure that the language remains 
strong in border taluks through 
continuous events, education 
efforts, and community partic-
ipation without delay.

MLA said eye camps across Chitradurga with Shankar Eye Hospital provide 
free treatment ensuring no citizen left untreated

MLA PAPPI LEADS INITIATIVE FOR 
COMMUNITY EYE HEALTH SUPPORT

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

MLA KC Virendra Pappi has 
said that eyes are as important 
as the heart for human life 
and everyone must take prop-
er care of their eyesight. He 
urged people to attend free 
eye camps and get timely 
treatment for any vision-relat-
ed problems.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating an eye donation and 
free eye check-up camp held 
at Little Angel Nursery 
School and English Senior 
Primary School in Ward 19 of 
Chitradurga city.

The MLA said similar 
camps have been organised 
across several villages in the 
Chitradurga Assembly con-

stituency so that no citizen is 
left without treatment for eye 
problems. He said the initia-
tive is being carried out in 
association with Shankar Eye 
Hospital, providing free med-
ical services to the public.

He added that over 3,000 
people have already under-

gone eye surgeries through 
these camps and around 7,000 
people have received free 
spectacles. He said all ser-
vices are being provided with-
out charging money from 
beneficiaries.

Congress leader Anjinappa 
Kelgote praised the MLA’s 

efforts, saying that no other 
representative has conducted 
such large-scale free eye 
health programmes in the re-
gion. He said private treat-
ment costs are high, but these 
camps are helping poor fami-
lies access essential eye care.

He also appealed to the 
public not to ignore the free 
health camps and to make full 
use of the services provided.

District Guarantee Commit-
tee President Shivanna and 
Congress leaders RK Sardar, 
Wasim, Rahman, Jalil and 
others were present at the pro-
gramme. Officials said similar 
camps will continue in the 
coming weeks across the con-
stituency to reach more peo-
ple in need of eye care.

Eshwar B Khandre lays 
foundation for bridge project
MADIKERI

Forest, Ecology and Environ-
ment Minister Eshwar B 
Khandre laid the foundation 
stone for a new suspension 
bridge at Dubare in Kodagu 
district, aimed at improving 
connectivity and tourism in 
the region.

The project, worth about Rs 
7.3 crore, will be built across 
the Kaveri River near Dubare 
and is expected to greatly 
benefit local residents, forest 
workers and tourists visiting 
the famous elephant camp.

The Minister said the 
bridge will help more than 
150 families living in the 
Dubare Hadi area, who cur-
rently face difficulty crossing 
the river, especially during 
emergencies and rainy sea-
sons. He added that the struc-
ture will also improve access 
for medical help, daily travel 
and tourism activities.

He noted that Dubare is a 
biodiversity-rich region and 
part of the Western Ghats eco-
system, which is home to 
many species of plants, ani-
mals and birds. He said pro-
tecting forests and wildlife is 
essential as climate change 

and rising temperatures are 
already affecting the environ-
ment. The Minister also high-
lighted increasing human-ele-
phant conflict in the state and 
said expert committees have 
been formed to study and 
manage the issue. He assured 
that funds are available for 
railway barricades, trenches 
and other safety measures to 
reduce damage caused by 
wild elephants.

He stressed the importance 
of peaceful coexistence be-
tween humans and wildlife 
and said forest officials must 
focus on protecting both peo-
ple and animals. He also said 
technology will be used to 
track elephant movement and 
reduce conflict, especially 
during crop seasons.

Officials informed that 
Dubare Elephant Camp, 
which has a long history, also 
plays an important role in 
tourism and wildlife manage-
ment, with trained elephants 
used for various activities in-
cluding Dasara.

Along with the bridge, new 
staff quarters, vehicles for for-
est operations, and livelihood 
support schemes for local res-
idents were also announced. 

Energy Minister orders completion 
of Kadandale substation

CH NEWS, MANGALURU
 

Energy Minister K.J. George 
has directed officials to com-
plete the long-pending 400 
KV substation project at 
Kadandale in Moodbidri taluk 
by July 15.

The announcement was 
made after a review of ongo-
ing works by KPTCL Manag-
ing Director Dr. Ram Prasat 
Manohar at the project site in 
Dakshina Kannada district.

Officials said the project 
had been delayed for nearly 
three years due to land dis-
putes, but recent efforts by the 
energy department and senior 
officials helped resolve major 
hurdles and restart progress.

The substation is being de-
veloped to improve power 
supply in key coastal districts 
including Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi district, which are 
important industrial and com-
mercial hubs of the state.

Officials said the project 
will help reduce voltage fluc-
tuations and power shortages, 
especially during the mon-
soon season when demand 
increases and supply disrup-
tions are common.

The new facility will also 
allow faster restoration of 
electricity during technical 
faults by enabling alternative 
power routing through the 
grid system.

Dr. Manohar said the proj-
ect is crucial for ensuring un-
interrupted and quality power 
supply to industries, house-
holds and essential services in 
the coastal region.

He added that the govern-
ment has planned a temporary 
line-clear shutdown from 
May 6 to May 24 on the exist-
ing transmission line to speed 
up construction work.

During this period, alterna-
tive arrangements will be 
made to manage electricity 
demand, though short-term 
load shedding may occur if 
technically necessary.

Energy Minister  K.J . 

George said providing stable 
power is a top priority for the 
government and emphasized 
that infrastructure delays due 
to legal issues have now been 
addressed.

He said continuous review 
meetings and coordination be-
tween departments helped 
resolve land-related complica-
tions and push the project for-
ward.

Officials have appealed to 
the public for cooperation 
during the construction phase, 
stating that the project will 
bring long-term benefits to 
Mangaluru, Udupi and sur-
rounding regions.

The government expects 
the substation to significantly 
strengthen the coastal power 
network and support future 
industrial growth once com-
pleted.

Mandya says no water crisis, 
appeals for conservation

CH NEWS, MANDYA

District officials have con-
firmed that there is currently 
no drinking water shortage in 
the Mandya Nagar Sabha 
area, but have urged citizens 
to use water carefully and 
avoid wastage during the on-
going summer season.

District Collector Dr. Ku-
mar said precautionary mea-
sures are already in place to 
prevent any future water 
crisis. He gave this informa-
tion during a meeting on 
summer drinking water 
management held at the city 
council hall.

The Collector said that of-
ficials have been instructed 
to regularly check water 
quality and supply levels 
from 585 borewells under 
the municipal limits.

He added that water is 
currently being supplied to 
12 wards daily, while 23 
wards receive water on al-
ternate days. However, steps 
are being taken to ensure 
daily water supply to all 23 
wards soon.

Due to rising tempera-
tures, he appealed to the 
public to use water respon-
sibly and avoid unnecessary 
wastage. He stressed that 
public cooperation is im-
portant to manage resources 
during peak summer.

Officials also proposed 
using 25 percent of munici-
pal funds to improve and 
upgrade the city’s drinking 
water infrastructure.

The meeting also re-
viewed commercial infra-
structure, where 126 shops 
built under municipal limits 
were discussed. Officials 
said verification of shop 
owners and documents will 
be completed before final 
allotment, with priority giv-
en to eligible applicants.

Authorities also said ac-
tion has been taken against 
unauthorized advertisements 
in the city, and official ad-
vertisement zones will be 
strictly enforced.

Tenders for road develop-
ment under the Chief Minis-
ter’s fund have been initiat-
ed, and works are expected 
to be completed soon to im-
prove city roads.

Officials also appreciated 
staff for completing the first 
phase of the 2026 census 
work ahead of schedule, in-
cluding household listings 
across 261 blocks.

The meeting was attended 
by MLA P. Ravikumar Gow-
da, municipal commissioner 
Pampashree U.P., and other 
senior officials who discussed 
ongoing civic works and fu-
ture development plans for 
the city.
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MLA promises upgradation of Rudrabhoomi 
RUDRABHOOMI DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

QUICK READ
Tiger attack  
kills cow in  

Ponnampet area

Dirt Fest 2026 set for 
thrilling show in 

Moodbidire

Ponnampet
A cow was killed in a ti-
ger attack at B. Shetti-
geri village in Ponnam-

pet taluk on Wednesday 
morning. Forest depart-
ment officials visited the 
spot and carried out an 

inspection after the inci-
dent. Locals said live-

stock losses are increas-
ing due to frequent tiger 
movement in the region. 
They urged the govern-

ment to take strong 
measures and provide 

compensation to affect-
ed farmers. Authorities 
are monitoring the area 
to prevent further wild-

life attacks. Officials 
have assured villagers 

that steps will be taken 
soon to control hu-

man-wildlife conflict in 
forest border villages. 

Relief efforts are being 
discussed by authorities 

now ongoing.

Moodbidire
The popular off-road car 

event “Dirt Fest 2026” 
will be held on May 10 at 
Fortune Maidan, Swaraj 
Maidan in Moodbidire. 
The event is organized 

by Team Dynamics Rac-
ing, said organiser KTC 
Nazir. This marks the 
fourth edition of the 

competition, which has 
been held for the past 
three years. Around 60 

to 100 cars from Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, 

Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
and Goa are expected to 
participate. Winners will 
receive cash prizes and 
trophies. The event will 
also feature food stalls 
and entertainment pro-
grams to attract visitors 

and promote motor-
sport culture in the 

coastal region.

R Ashoka demands CBI 
probe into election delay
Ashoka demanded investigation into alleged influence on officials and 

stressed need for transparency in the electoral process
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Opposition Leader R. Ashoka 
has demanded a Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
inquiry into the alleged one-
day delay in declaring elec-
tion results of a recent 
by-election, questioning pos-
sible pressure on election of-
ficials.

Speaking to reporters in 
Bengaluru after attending a 
programme at Vidhana Soud-
ha, he said that even after the 
result was known, officials 
delayed issuing the formal 
declaration without proper ex-
planation.

He said the court had clear-
ly directed that the election 
certificate must be issued im-
mediately after recount results 
are confirmed, but the process 
was delayed by a day.

Ashoka alleged that only a 
detailed investigation can re-
veal who influenced or pres-

sured officials during the pro-
cess and insisted that trans-
parency must be ensured in 
the electoral system.

Referring to the recent 
by-elections in Sringeri, he 
said that D.N. Jeevaraj has 
now been officially declared 
elected after recounting and 
oath-taking procedures were 
completed.

He also dismissed claims 
made by Congress leaders re-
garding vote irregularities, 
saying that strongroom secu-

rity systems and CCTV mon-
itoring make tampering im-
possible. He accused the Con-
gress of making baseless alle-
gations and said such state-
ments reflect political frustra-
tion rather than facts.

Ashoka added that the party 
will review its performance in 
recent by-election defeats in 
Bagalkot and Davanagere but 
said these results will not in-
fluence the upcoming Assem-
bly elections.

He expressed confidence 

that the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) will return to 
power in 2028, stating that 
public opinion is shifting after 
people better understand wel-
fare guarantees announced by 
the current government.

He also commented on wel-
fare schemes, saying that 
while he does not oppose 
guarantees, he criticises what 
he called “unscientific prom-
ises” made without proper fi-
nancial planning.

The leader further stated 
that the BJP has recently re-
corded strong performances 
in states like West Bengal and 
Assam, crediting national 
leadership for the results.

He announced that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
visit Bengaluru on May 10, 
where a large public pro-
gramme is planned at HAL 
airport premises with an ex-
pected participation of around 
15,000 people.

Cong strengthens 
position in 

Bagalkot district
BAGALKOT

The recent by-election in 
Bagalkot district has signifi-
cantly altered the local politi-
cal equation, with the ruling 
Congress party securing a 
decisive victory and strength-
ening its position in the re-
gion.

Congress candidate Umesh 
Meti registered a major win 
by defeating his opponent 
Veeranna Charantimath with 
a margin of 22,332 votes, 
marking one of the largest 
victories in the constituency’s 
recent electoral history.

Analysts said Meti’s victory 
was influenced partly by a 
sympathy wave following the 
death of his father, along with 
strong grassroots campaign-
ing and booth-level coordina-
tion.

The election campaign 
strategy was reportedly 
planned well in advance un-
der the guidance of senior 
leaders, including Minister 
Satish Jarkiholi, who played a 
key role in building the Con-
gress organisational network 
across villages and polling 
booths.

Officials said surveys were 
conducted at the ground level 
to identify voter trends, and 
local teams were assigned re-
sponsibilities in each pancha-
yat to strengthen campaign 
outreach.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah was also credited by 
party leaders for providing 
political support that helped 
the Congress retain the seat 
with a strong mandate.

The victory is being com-

pared to historical electoral 
records in the region, as it 
marks one of the highest mar-
gins since the early elections 
in independent India.

On the other hand, BJP 
leaders are reviewing the rea-
sons behind the defeat, citing 
weak internal communication, 
lack of voter outreach, and 
failure to connect with wom-
en and first-time voters as 
major setbacks.

Party insiders also pointed 
to internal differences and 
lack of coordination among 
local leaders as factors that 
affected campaign perfor-
mance. Despite attempts at 
reconciliation by some lead-
ers, the opposition camp 
failed to build a united front 
during the election campaign.

The by-poll results have 
also drawn attention due to 
parallel contests in other con-
stituencies, including Davan-
agere South, where Congress 
also secured victory, further 
boosting its political momen-
tum in the state.

Political observers say the 
results reflect strong organisa-
tional planning and voter mo-
bilisation by the ruling party, 
while the opposition faces a 
need for major restructuring 
at the local level.

Campaign was pre-
planned under Satish 

Jarkiholi, with surveys, 
strong village-level 
organisation, and 

booth teams assigned 
to strengthen 

Congress outreach

Rev Henry Mascarenhas takes charge at 
Thottam St Anne’s Church

UDUPI

Rev. Henry Mascarenhas offi-
cially assumed charge as the 
new Parish Priest of Thottam 
St Anne’s Church on Wednes-
day, taking over from Rev. 
Denis D’Sa, who was earlier 
serving at Sacred Heart of Je-
sus Church, Ajekar.

The induction ceremony 
was attended by parish mem-
bers and church leaders. The 
outgoing Parish Priest Rev. 
Denis D’Sa and Parish Pasto-
ral Council Vice President 
Leslie Aroza welcomed Rev. 
Mascarenhas and extended 
their support for his new 
role. The formal induction 
was led by Rev. Ferdinand 
Gonsalves, Dean of the 

Kallianpur Deanery.
In his address after taking 

charge, Rev. Henry Mascar-
enhas expressed gratitude for 
the affectionate welcome 
from parishioners. He said the 
atmosphere at the church re-
flected a spirit of peace and 
positivity, which he credited 
to the leadership and service 
of his predecessor. He added 
that the love shown to priests 
strengthens their commitment 
to serve the community and 
sought continued cooperation 
from the faithful.

Outgoing Parish Priest Rev. 
Denis D’Sa, in his farewell 
message, said he cherished 
the love and support he re-
ceived during his four-year 
tenure. He appreciated the 

parish community’s devotion 
and contribution to the 
church’s development, urging 
them to extend the same 
warmth to the new priest.

The event was attended by 
several clergy members and 
dignitaries, including Rev. Al-

ban D’Souza of St. Lawrence 
Basilica, Attur; Rev. Roman 
Mascarenhas; Rev. Herald 
Pereira; Rev. Pradeep Cardo-
za; Sister Sushma Lewis; and 
Parish Council Secretary 
Lavina Fernandes, along with 
a large gathering of devotees.

CH NEWS,  CHITRADURGA
 

MLA KC Virendra (Pappi) 
said that the state government 
guideline mandates every 
town to have a well-devel-
oped Rudrabhoomi and ef-
forts are being made to pro-
vide basic facilities accord-
ingly.

He spoke after visiting the 
Veerashaiva Hindu Rudrab-
hoomi near Jat Pat Nagar in 
Chitradurga on Wednesday, 
where he reviewed the exist-
ing infrastructure and noted 
several shortcomings.

The MLA said priority will 
be given to improving essen-
tial facilities such as drinking 
water, electricity, toilets, in-
ternal roads, compound walls, 

sheds, and proper cleanliness 
in the burial ground.

He assured that he would 
direct officials to take imme-
diate action to resolve the dif-
ficulties faced by families 
during funeral rituals and en-
sure dignity for last rites.

He further said that Rudrab-

hoomi is a sensitive space for 
all communities and should 
have proper access roads for 
transporting bodies, lighting 
arrangements, drainage and 
protection from rainwater 
during monsoon.

He added that development 
work is already being planned 

in a phased manner and will 
be expedited with public co-
operation. Community leaders 
present at the site said that 
complete development of 
Rudrabhoomi is possible only 
with joint efforts of authori-
ties and local residents.

Officials including Nagar 
Sabha Commissioner Laksh-
mi and Veerashaiva commu-
nity leaders Shanmukappa, 
Nagaraj, Santosh, Manjunath, 
Tippesh, Dwarkesh, Ramesh 
and others took part in the in-
spection visit and discussions 
regarding improvements.

The MLA said he remains 
committed to ensuring re-
spectful facilities for last rites 
in all Rudrabhoomis across 
the constituency.

MLA said Kaginele Circle traffic makes central statue unsafe, 
suggesting placement at Kanaka Sheep and Wool Weavers site

MLA Sivannavara stresses visibility 
of Kanakadasa legacy in Haveri

CH NEWS, HAVERI
 

MLA Basavaraja Sivanna-
vara, who also represents the 
Kuruba community, said that 
a statue of saint Kanakadasa 
will be installed at Kaginele 
Circle in Haveri within the 
next month. He was speaking 
at a Shepherd Community 
meeting held at a tourist tem-
ple in Haveri city.

He said Kanakadasa is a re-
spected saint who worked for 
social harmony through devo-
tion and his contribution 
should be made more visible 
in the district where he was 
born and raised. He added 
that statues of Kanakadasa 
have already been installed in 
several places across the 
country, and now Haveri will 
also honour him in a similar 
way.

The MLA said that due to 
increasing traffic at Kaginele 

Circle, installing the statue in 
the centre may not be suitable 
for safety reasons. Instead, it 
will be placed in the area al-
lotted to the Kanaka Sheep 
and Wool Weavers Coopera-
tive Society.

He said around Rs 10 lakh 
will be spent on preparing the 
statue, while the Urban De-
velopment Authority has al-
ready sanctioned Rs 25 lakh 
for circle development works. 
He added that additional 
funds between Rs 10 lakh and 
Rs 15 lakh may be required, 
and he himself will contribute 
Rs 1 lakh. He appealed to the 

community to donate gener-
ously for the project.

Haveri Urban Development 
Authority Chairman S F N 
Gazi Gowdra said the statue 
installation will be completed 
within a month and called for 
unity among community 
members. He also said this 
year’s Kanaka Jayanti cele-
brations will be organised at 
Kaginele Gurpeeth in a grand 
manner.

Several community leaders 
and local representatives at-
tended the meeting and sup-
ported the plan for the statue 
installation and celebrations.

Mandya plans data driven 
road safety push

CH NEWS, MANDYA
 

District Collector Dr Kumar 
held a meeting with officials 
from the Center of Excel-
lence in Road Safety at IIT 
Madras to discuss ways to 
reduce accidents in Mandya 
district. He said identifying 
accident black spots on four 
national highways passing 
through the district is im-
portant for prevention. Data 
analysis from CoERS will 
help authorities understand 
causes of crashes and plan 
better safety measures. A 
training program for engi-
neers from health police and 
public works departments 
will be held on May 16 at 
MIMS Auditorium for data 
based decision making.

 Executive Engineer said 
necessary steps will be taken 
to implement the sugges-
tions from the meeting. Dr 
Roshan, Director CoERS IIT 
Madras, said the centre is 
identifying high mortality 
corridors on national high-

ways and suggesting local 
solutions to reduce accidents 
and improve awareness cam-
paigns.  Distr ict  SP Dr 
Sobharani, Executive Direc-
tor Public Works Purushot-
tam, RTO and other officials 
attended the meeting. Offi-
cials said coordinated action 
between departments will be 
strengthened to ensure quick 
identification of accident 
zones and immediate correc-
tive measures. Awareness 
drives on helmet use, speed 
control, and safe driving will 
also be intensified across the 
district.

 The district administra-
tion aims to use technology 
and data support to bring 
down road accident numbers 
significantly in the coming 
months. 

Officials emphasized con-
tinuous monitoring and co-
ordination with police and 
transport departments for 
better road safety outcomes 
across Mandya district.

Magadi honors Kannada Sahitya 
Parishad legacy celebration

CH NEWS, MAGADI
 

Magadi Kannada Sahitya Par-
ishad celebrated its 112th 
foundation day at Hebbalu 
village in Magadi taluk with 
participation of students, 
teachers and literature lovers. 
The event remembered found-
er president HV Nanju Adaya 
and highlighted his contribu-
tion to promoting Kannada 
language and culture. 

Tumkur University lecturer 
Dr Venugopal spoke about the 
importance of Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishad established in 
1915 under the guidance of 

Mysore rulers. He said Nalva-
di Krishnaraja Wodeyar and 
Sir M Visvesvaraya played 
key roles in protecting Kanna-
da language education and 
development. Speakers noted 
that the parishad has worked 
for more than a century to 
unite Kannada language liter-
ature and cultural identity 
across Karnataka. Sahiti P 
Nagaraju said Mysore state 
rulers supported industries ed-
ucation and agriculture which 
helped Kannada growth and 
progress. He recalled Bhadra-
vati paper factory Shivana-
samudra hydro project and 

Mysore University as mile-
stones of development during 
that period. 

Books were distributed to 
participants and organizers 
urged students to continue 
promoting Kannada language 
in daily life. Kasapa president 
T N Padmanabha called for 
remembering HV Nanju 
Adaya’s contributions and 
preserving his legacy in Kar-
nataka. Teachers and students 
from Hebbalu and nearby ar-
eas participated enthusiasti-
cally and raised slogans cele-
brating Kannada pride and 
heritage.  

TAMIL NADU ELECTION 
RESULT SPARKS POLITICAL 

DEBATE IN KARNATAKA
HUNSUR

President of Sathya MAS 
Foundation Satyappa has said 
that recent political develop-
ments in Tamil Nadu have 
shown a new direction in In-
dian politics by rejecting 
money power, caste influence, 
and family-based politics. He 
said the results have created a 
role model for the country.

He was referring to com-
ments made after TVK party 
leader Vijay highlighted how 
a person from a modest back-
ground, including a car driv-
er’s family and limited formal 
education, became an MLA 
through public support. Sa-
tyappa said voters in Tamil 
Nadu have shown that elec-
tions can be influenced by 
public choice rather than tra-
ditional political systems.

He said the outcome re-
flects growing voter aware-
ness and a shift away from 
caste and wealth-based poli-

tics. According to him, people 
are increasingly choosing 
leaders based on honesty and 
service rather than back-
ground or influence.

He added that similar politi-
cal experiments in India, in-
cluding new regional move-
ments, show that alternative 
political forces can succeed 
when they connect with people 
directly. He cited examples of 
emerging parties that have 
challenged established politi-
cal systems in different states. 
Satyappa said that if voters 
believe in clean leadership, de-
velopment-focused gover-
nance, and equality, then alter-
native political movements 
can grow stronger. He also 
said there is a growing discus-
sion that such political chang-
es could influence Karnataka 
politics in the future. He urged 
voters to support candidates 
who work with sincerity, 
avoid caste divisions, and fo-
cus on public welfare.
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Delhi deploys 13 mobile heat relief units
NEW DELHI

 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
took decisive action to protect 
citizens from a scorching 
heatwave by flagging off thir-
teen Mobile Heat Relief 
Units. These specialized vehi-
cles will roam the streets of 
the national capital, offering 
immediate relief to residents, 
laborers, and commuters 
struggling under the intense 
summer sun.Each mobile unit 
is equipped with vital sup-
plies, including chilled drink-
ing water, ORS packets, and 
first aid kits. To offer further 

protection, officials are dis-
tributing cotton caps and tra-
ditional “gamchas” to help 
people shield themselves 
from direct sunlight. Along-
side the launch, the Chief 
Minister released a compre-
hensive Heat Action Plan 

booklet, designed to educate 
the public on staying safe 
during record-breaking tem-
peratures.The initiative fol-
lows a high-level review of 
the city’s water crisis. Chief 
Minister Gupta has ordered 
all major treatment plants to 

operate at maximum capacity 
to ensure every household re-
ceives an adequate supply. 
She warned that any negli-
gence in handling water-relat-
ed complaints would lead to 
strict disciplinary action. The 
government is also working 
closely with neighboring 
states to monitor raw water 
quality and prevent any shut-
downs at treatment facilities.
As the mercury continues to 
rise, authorities have urged 
the public to stay indoors 
during peak hours and use the 
112 helpline for any heat-re-
lated emergencies.

COOLING CRUISERS

QUICK READ

Rajasthan cracks
 down on illegal liquor 

trade

Summer heat 
drives huge rush at city 

pools

Court orders FIR 
after deadly boat 

tragedy

Jaipur
Rajasthan’s Excise De-

partment has launched a 
major statewide cam-

paign against illegal liquor 
activities, registering 633 

cases in five days. 
Under the direction of Ex-
cise Commissioner Namit 

Mehta, enforcement 
teams acted against the 

manufacture, storage, 
transport, and sale of illic-

it alcohol.
 Officials arrested 172 

people and seized multi-
ple vehicles during raids 

across districts. Large 
quantities of country liq-

uor, IMFL, beer, and locally 
distilled alcohol were 

confiscated. Authorities 
also destroyed over 1.4 

lakh litres of raw material 
used in illegal brewing. 

Officials said coordinated 
raids and strict monitor-
ing will continue as part 
of a zero-tolerance ap-

proach to stop the trade.

Ahmedabad
Rising summer tempera-
tures have led to a heavy 

rush at Ahmedabad’s 
municipal swimming 

pools, with nearly 15,000 
people visiting daily. The 
Ahmedabad Municipal 

Corporation said 21 pools 
are currently open and 

additional batches have 
been started to manage 

the crowd. 
Special timings have 

been arranged for chil-
dren, learners, and experi-

enced swimmers, while 
women also have dedi-
cated sessions. To pre-

vent dehydration, ORS is 
being provided at pool 

sites, along with strict hy-
giene and water quality 
checks. Meanwhile, offi-

cials from Vadodara visit-
ed Ahmedabad to study 

its civic facilities and 
management systems for 
possible adoption in their 

city.

Jabalpur
A district court in Madhya 
Pradesh has ordered an 

FIR after a tragic boat ac-
cident in Jabalpur killed 13 

people. The court acted 
on its own, citing possible 
negligence by the cruise 

operator. It alleged the pi-
lot left passengers and 
failed to help during the 
emergency. Police have 
been directed to file a 

case under relevant laws 
and investigate fully. 

The accident happened 
at Bargi Dam, where res-
cue teams recovered all 
bodies. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi expressed 
grief and announced fi-
nancial aid for victims’ 
families. The court also 

praised those who tried to 
save lives during the inci-

dent.
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job no:075    2x9

Executive Engineer, PRE Division, Vijayapura has invited e-
tender for the works under the  Various Grant scheme for the 

year 2025-26 Work Indent No. RDPR/2025-26/BD/WORK_ 
INDENT25701 for General Bidders, RDPR/2026-
27/BD/WORK_INDENT26181 for SC Bidders, Rs. 16.17 
Lakhs to Rs.68.10 Lakhs Total 2 work vide Tender Publication 
No.316 Date: 04.05.2026. Last Date for submission of Tender 
is 14.05.2026 time 5.30 PM.
For more information about the tender, the information can 
be collected at the website www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or 
visit the office of the said Division during office hours.

Sd/-  Executive Engineer, 
P.R.E. Division, Vijayapur

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/78/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

Govt. of Karnataka

Office of the Executive Engineer, 
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Vijayapur

Tel.No:08352-277816, Fax.No:08352-277817,
E-Mail:zpebjp9@yahoo.co.in

New hope for school reforms in states
The Centre will soon write to West Bengal and Tamil Nadu to join the PM SHRI school reform initiative

NEW DELHI
 

The Central Government is 
preparing a fresh push to 
bring West Bengal and Tamil 
Nadu into the fold of the PM 
SHRI school scheme. 

Following recent election 
results that reshaped the polit-
ical landscape in both regions, 
education officials plan to 
write to state leaders to break 
the long-standing deadlock 
over classroom funding.

The PM SHRI initiative 
aims to upgrade over 14,500 
state-run schools into modern 

"model institutions." Howev-
er, West Bengal and Tamil 
Nadu had previously refused 
to sign the required agree-
ments, leading to a tense 
standoff. This disagreement 
even resulted in the Union 
government pausing certain 
education grants last year. 
Now, the Ministry of Educa-
tion believes the shift in local 
governments offers a golden 
opportunity to restart these 
vital programs.

In West Bengal, officials 
are optimistic that the recent 
change in leadership will sim-

plify the rollout of the Nation-
al Education Policy. Mean-
while, the situation in Tamil 
Nadu remains a point of inter-
est following the electoral 
victory of C. Joseph Vijay’s 
party. Beyond just school up-
grades, the Centre is also urg-

ing West Bengal to adopt the 
ULLAS program, which fo-
cuses on adult literacy and 
lifelong learning.

Even in Kerala, where the 
agreement was previously put 
on hold, the Centre is seeking 
a revival of the partnership. 

By turning these schools into 
centers of excellence, the 
government hopes to provide 
students with better technolo-
gy and modern teaching 

methods. For parents and stu-
dents in these states, the move 
could finally mean better fa-
cilities and more resources in 
their local classrooms.

PM SHRI (Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India) 
is a centrally sponsored scheme launched by the 

Government of India to upgrade over 14,500 existing 
schools into model, green-certified institutions. Oper-
ating from 2022-23 to 2026-27, it aims to implement 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 via high-quali-

ty, modern, and inclusive education

What’s PM SHRI?

Bihar floats tender for 
Raxaul Airport Project
PATNA

 
In a major move to boost re-
gional travel, the Bihar Gov-
ernment has officially issued 
a tender for the reconstruction 
of Raxaul Airport. 

Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary announced that 
this project will transform the 
Champaran region by con-
necting the state's border ar-
eas to national and interna-
tional flight networks.

The reconstruction plan fo-
cuses on essential airside in-
frastructure, including the 
building of a modern runway, 
taxiway, and apron. Engineer-
ing consultancy services are 
now being sought to kickstart 
the work. Officials believe 

that a functional airport in 
Raxaul will breathe new life 
into the local economy by 
making trade and tourism 
much easier for residents and 
visitors alike.Chief Minister 
Choudhary credited the "dou-
ble-engine government" for 
the progress, stating that Bi-
har is now ready to reach new 
heights of development. This 
announcement comes during 
a busy diplomatic week for 

the state, as the Chief Minis-
ter also welcomed Vietnamese 
President To Lam to the his-
toric city of Gaya. The Presi-
dent’s visit is expected to 
strengthen international ties 
and promote cultural tourism 
in the region.For the people of 
Champaran, the revival of 
Raxaul Airport has been a 
long-standing dream. By im-
proving air connectivity, the 
government hopes to attract 
more investment and provide 
faster travel options for the 
public. As the tender process 
begins, authorities are focused 
on ensuring the project moves 
forward swiftly to bring mod-
ern aviation facilities to one 
of Bihar's most strategic bor-
der locations.

Foreigners denied bail 
in Myanmar terror case

An Indian court extended the custody of seven 
foreigners accused of supplying military 

hardware to Myanmar-based ethnic rebel groups.

NEW DELHI
 

A special court extended the 
judicial custody of six Ukrai-
nians and one American citi-
zen for thirty days. 

The group is accused of 
training ethnic rebel groups in 
Myanmar and supplying them 
with high-tech military hard-
ware. Held under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, the suspects allegedly 
entered India on tourist visas 
before crossing illegally into 
Myanmar.

The hearing at Patiala 
House Court was conducted 
behind closed doors due to 
the "sensitive nature" of the 
investigation. Special Judge 
Prashant Sharma denied entry 
t o  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  t h e 
Ukrainian and U.S. embas-
sies, explaining that while 
they have consular access to 
visit the prisoners, they can-
not observe the secret legal 
proceedings. The NIA argues 
that these individuals are ex-
perts in drone warfare and 

jamming technology, which 
they allegedly provided to 
groups linked to Indian insur-
gents.

Defense lawyers raised 
concerns about the health of 
the American suspect, Mat-
thew Aaron Van Dyke, re-
questing private hospital 
treatment. Meanwhile, the 
Ukrainian suspects asked for 
virtual meetings with their 
families, but the court noted 
that strict rules for terror-re-
lated cases limit such privi-
leges. The NIA claims the 
group smuggled a large ship-
ment of drones from Europe 
through India to reach the 
conflict zone.Federal investi-
gators are currently tracing 
the group's digital footprint to 
see if any local rebel groups 
assisted their travel. With the 
extension of their jail time, 
authorities have another 
month to uncover the full ex-
tent of this international con-
spiracy that potentially threat-
ens India’s national security 
and border stability.

Meghalaya bets big 
on tourism ecosystem
SHILLONG

 
Chief Minister Conrad K. 
Sangma announced that Me-
ghalaya is on its way to be-
coming a world-class travel 
destination. Speaking at a 
special event near Orchid 
Lake, he emphasized that the 
state’s success depends on ev-
eryone working together - 
from local artisans and stu-
dents to community leaders - 
to build a welcoming environ-
ment for visitors.

The Chief Minister shared 
exciting news regarding trav-
el infrastructure, revealing 
that the expansion of the Shil-
long Airport runway has been 
officially approved. The proj-
ect is expected to be finished 
within fifteen months, allow-
ing larger planes to land di-
rectly in the hills. "This will 
be a game changer," Sangma 
noted, as it will make the state 
much more accessible to in-
ternational and domestic trav-
elers.

Beyond flights, the govern-
ment is investing in several 
"iconic" projects to draw 
crowds. These include the 
Shillong Ropeway, a skywalk 
at Mawkdok, and a unique 
Rain Museum in Mawsynram. 
These attractions are designed 
to highlight the state's natural 
beauty while providing mod-
ern comforts and safety for 
families.

Tourism Minister Timothy 
D. Shira added that the sector 
is now a backbone of the local 
economy. In 2025, nearly 18 
lakh tourists visited the state, 
and over 150 new projects are 
currently under development. 
During the ceremony, the 
government distributed schol-
arships to hospitality students 
and provided financial sup-
port  to  locals  opening 
homestays. By empowering 
residents to become "tourism 
champions," Meghalaya 
hopes to ensure that every 
visitor leaves with a great sto-
ry to tell.

Agri official lands 
in Rajasthan 
bribery trap

JAIPUR
 

In a swift anti-corruption 
crackdown, the Rajasthan An-
ti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
arrested a high-ranking agri-
culture official for allegedly 
taking a bribe. Anandilal 
Meena, the Joint Director of 
Agriculture Extension in Ba-
ran district, was caught 
red-handed while accepting 
₹8,000 from local business 
owners during a carefully 
planned sting operation.The 
trouble began when two local 
vendors, who sell fertilizers, 
seeds, and pesticides, filed a 
formal complaint. They al-
leged that Meena was de-
manding ₹5,000 from each of 
them just to verify their man-
datory stock registers. With-
out this official verification, 
the vendors could not legally 
continue their business oper-
ations. After receiving the tip, 
the ACB launched a secret 
investigation to confirm the 
claims before moving in for 
the arrest.According to inves-
tigators, the official had al-
ready pocketed an initial pay-
ment of ₹2,000 earlier this 
week and was pressuring the 
vendors for the rest. 

A trap was set by a special-
ized team led by Additional 
Superintendent of Police Kalu 
Ram Verma. The officers 
pounced the moment the 
money changed hands, taking 
the Joint Director into custody 
immediately.

Senior officials, including 
Inspector General S. Parima-
la, are now monitoring the 
case registered under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act. 
Authorities are questioning 
the accused to see if he had 
targeted other vendors in the 
district with similar demands.

‘Kolkata revival key to boosting eastern India’
MUMBAI

 
The secret to fixing India’s 
economic imbalance lies in 
the heart of West Bengal, ac-
cording to Sanjeev Sanyal, a 
top advisor to the Prime Min-
ister. 

Speaking at the National 
Stock Exchange, Sanyal ar-
gued that the real crisis isn't a 
North-South divide, but a 
widening gap between a 
wealthy West and a struggling 
East.

Sanyal explained that In-
dia's rapid growth is usually 
powered by a few high-per-
forming cities. For the eastern 
states to catch up, Kolkata 
must be restored to its former 
glory as a major financial 
hub. Despite decades of in-

dustrial decline, he believes 
the city still possesses the in-
frastructure and history need-
ed to lead a regional come-
back. "The revival of the east-
ern half of India must be 
about the revival of Kolkata," 
he stated firmly.

Echoing this sentiment, 
prominent industrialist Sanjiv 
Goenka expressed hope that a 
new political landscape could 
finally win back investor 
trust. He noted that the focus 
must shift from people leav-
ing the state to attracting fresh 
talent and big capital. Goenka 
emphasized that for compa-
nies to settle in Bengal, the 
government must provide 
consistent policies and re-
move "obsolete" laws, such as 
outdated land ceiling regula-

tions that currently block ma-
jor construction.

The consensus among ex-
perts is clear: if Kolkata 
thrives, the surrounding states 
will follow. By modernizing 
city laws and creating a busi-
ness-friendly environment, 
leaders hope to transform the 
"City of Joy" into an engine 
of prosperity that can lift mil-
lions in the eastern region out 
of poverty.

BCI seeks action against 
Andhra HC judge

NEW DELHI
 

The Bar Council of India (BCI) has officially 
asked the Chief Justice of India to intervene 
following a shocking incident at the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court. Justice Tarlada Ra-
jasekhar Rao reportedly ordered a young law-
yer into 24-hour police custody simply be-
cause the advocate did not have a specific 
copy of a court order during a hearing. A viral 
video of the incident shows the young lawyer 
repeatedly apologizing and "begging for 
grace" with folded hands, explaining that he 
intended no disrespect. 

Despite his pleas, the judge allegedly re-
buked him in front of his peers and directed 
police personnel to enter the courtroom to take 
him away. BCI Chairman Manan Kumar Mish-
ra described the judge’s behavior as "deeply 
disturbing" and "grossly inappropriate," noting 
that it has sent a chilling wave of fear through 
the legal community. CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact
: 080-41209042
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Delhi hosts meet on rare diseases
NEW DELHI

 
The Union Health Ministry 
concluded a landmark two-
day National Conference on 
Rare Diseases, focusing on 
bringing better care and mod-
ern technology to patients 
across India. 

Health officials, doctors, 
and researchers gathered in 
the capital to find new ways 
to tackle the unique challeng-
es faced by those living with 
rare medical conditions.

Union Health Secretary Pu-
nya Salila Srivastava shared 
that India is now part of a se-
lect group of nations with a 

structured plan for these dis-
eases. To make a real differ-
ence, the government has in-
creased financial aid to ₹50 
lakh per patient. They have 
also removed import taxes on 
several life-saving medicines 
to make them more afford-
able. 

The Secretary urged local 
leaders to start awareness 
campaigns in more districts so 
that families can get help ear-
ly.

A major focus of the event 
was early diagnosis. Experts 
noted that genetic testing is 
key to stopping diseases be-
fore they become severe. So 

far, nearly 1,800 patients have 
received direct  support 
through government pro-
grams. 

Dr. Rajiv Bahl from ICMR 
added that India is making 
great strides in research, in-
cluding gene therapy and new 
treatments that were once 
only available in the wealthi-
est nations.

The conference ended with 
a call for a stronger, more 
connected healthcare system. 
Officials emphasized that for 
rare diseases, every day 
counts. 

By building better networks 
and supporting local innova-
tion, the government aims to 
ensure that no patient is left 
behind due to the high cost or 
complexity of their treatment.

RARE CURES, REAL PROGRESS

QUICK READ

Delhi CM attends 
temple festival in 

capital

Sudden rains 
disrupt life in Shimla 

hills

Violence erupts as 
police team ambushed 

Sandeshkhali

Delhi police arrest 
mastermind boxer 

murder case

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta visited the Sri Ven-
kateswara Swamy Tem-
ple in R.K. Puram to take 

part in the annual 
Brahmotsavam celebra-
tions. She was accompa-
nied by MP Bansuri Swa-

raj during the visit. The 
Chief Minister offered 

prayers for the well-being 
and prosperity of Delhi 
residents and said the 

event reflects India’s rich 
cultural unity. She encour-

aged people to partici-
pate in such festivals and 
experience different tradi-
tions. The temple, known 

as a replica of Tirupati 
Balaji Temple, saw large 
gatherings of devotees. 
The celebrations high-

lighted devotion, cultural 
harmony, and brought a 
festive spiritual atmos-

phere to the capital.

Shimla
Unexpected and continu-
ous rainfall has disrupted 
normal life in Shimla and 
nearby areas of Himachal 

Pradesh. The showers, 
which lasted longer than 

predicted, brought a 
sharp drop in tempera-
tures and affected daily 
routines. Local residents 

said the weather has 
been unpredictable, with 

rain continuing beyond 
forecasts. School children 
were among the most af-

fected, as many were 
caught unprepared during 
school hours and got wet 

in the rain. Parents also 
faced difficulties manag-

ing the situation. While 
the rain has cooled the re-
gion, it has created incon-
venience for commuters 

and residents as wet con-
ditions continue.

Sandeshkhali
Violence broke out in 

Bamanberi village when 
police and central forces 

investigating earlier house 
attacks were ambushed 
by locals. The Officer-in-
Charge of Nazat police 
station was shot in the 

leg, while a female con-
stable and several jawans 
were injured. All were tak-

en to hospital. Officials 
said tensions are linked to 
disputes over fish farming 
ponds, locally called bh-
eris, with groups fighting 

for control. Police also re-
covered bags of explo-
sives during searches. 

Four people have been 
arrested so far. Residents 
reported fear and gunfire 
as security forces contin-
ue raids despite orders to 
maintain peace in the re-

gion currently.

New Delhi
Delhi Police Crime Branch 
arrested 38-year-old Su-
mit Rana, wanted in the 
July 2025 murder of na-
tional boxing champion 
Vikas Bhinda. He was on 
the run for eight months 
and had been declared a 
wanted criminal. On July 

29, 2025, Bhinda was 
shot dead at Baba Hari-
das Nagar in a planned 

gang attack linked to old 
rivalry and extortion. 

Rana, a hotel manage-
ment graduate who 

worked in Malaysia and 
Dubai, returned to India.

‘North Tech Symposium boosts 
India's defence self-reliance’

Northern Army Commander Lt Gen Pratik Sharma emphasized the event as a pivotal step in India's
PRAYAGRAJ

 
Northern Army Commander 
Lieutenant General Pratik 
Sharma hailed the North Tech 
Symposium as a pivotal mo-
ment for India’s military 
self-reliance. 

Held in the historic city of 
Prayagraj, the three-day event 
concluded with a powerful 
vision for "Raksha Triveni 
Sangam"—a unique conflu-
ence where the needs of the 
soldier, the innovation of the 

industry, and the research of 
academia merge into one.

For the first time, the 
Northern and Central Com-
mands of the Indian Army 
joined forces on a single 
platform to share their re-
al-world combat experienc-
es. Lt Gen Sharma empha-
sized that this collaboration 
is essential to transforming 
abstract ideas into bat-
tle-ready equipment. The 
symposium featured 284 
companies, including small 

startups and major private 
firms, showcasing cut-
ting-edge technologies like 
drones, AI-driven decision 
tools, and advanced robotics 

designed to tackle modern 
security threats.

The event, inaugurated by 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, served as a massive 
"marketplace of ideas." 
High-ranking officials, in-
cluding Army Chief General 
Upendra Dwivedi, reviewed 
indigenous innovations that 
aim to reduce India's depen-
dence on foreign imports. 
"We are bridging the gap be-
tween those who fight on the 
frontlines and those who 

build the tools for them," Lt 
Gen Sharma noted.

With the 2026-27 defence 
budget seeing a nearly 10% 
increase, the symposium 
highlighted India’s growing 
status as a global hub for 
military manufacturing. By 
focusing on home-grown 
solutions, the Army aims to 
streamline its procurement 
process and ensure that ev-
ery soldier is equipped with 
the best technology made 
right here in India.

Security upped in Udhampur 
to ensure safe Amarnath Yatra
UDHAMPUR

 
With the annual Amarnath Ya-
tra fast approaching, district 
officials in Udhampur have 
shifted their preparations into 
high gear. 

To ensure a smooth and 
safe journey for thousands of 
pilgrims, Deputy Commis-
sioner Minga Sherpa recently 
led a detailed review of secu-
rity plans and basic facilities 
across the region. The goal is 
to provide a stress-free expe-
rience for everyone traveling 
to the holy shrine.

A key part of this year's 
plan involves high-tech track-
ing. The administration will 
set up special radio-frequency 
identification (RFID) kiosks 
at the local railway station. 
This system helps officials 
keep track of travelers and 
provide quick assistance 

whenever needed. Additional-
ly, the district has prepared 31 
lodging centers to house the 
expected crowds. Workers are 
also busy upgrading essential 
services, such as clean water 
and better restroom facilities, 
at important stops throughout 
the district.Security remains a 
top priority for the mission. 
The CRPF has already begun 
deploying teams along the 
highway, with specialized pa-
trols guarding the route from 
early morning until late at 
night. Officers are using ad-
vanced intelligence systems 

and extra manpower to keep 
the path secure between the 
Chenani-Nashri tunnel and 
Ramban."Our main job is to 
make this pilgrimage peaceful 
and successful," stated a local 
commander. By combining 
modern technology with a 
massive ground force and im-
proved comfort for travelers, 
the Udhampur administration 
hopes to make this year's Ya-
tra one of the most organized 
yet. Travelers are encouraged 
to use the new facilities as 
they begin their spiritual jour-
ney.

Tourists flock to 
Kashmir valley

Srinagar
Kashmir is witnessing a 

growing influx of tourists 
as visitors arrive to enjoy 

its scenic beauty and 
pleasant weather. The 

famous Dal Lake, along 
with cool mornings, 
has become a major 

attraction. Tourists from 
different parts of India 
are exploring popular 

spots like Gulmarg and 
taking shikara rides on 
the lake. A visitor from 

Delhi said the experience 
feels refreshing com-

pared to the hot weather 
back home. 

Locket Chatterjee calls 
Mamata ‘former CM’

KOLKATA
 

BJP MP Locket Chatterjee 
launched a stinging attack on 
Mamata Banerjee, calling her 
a "former Chief Minister" 
who must respect the public's 
mandate.Following the 2026 
Assembly election results, 
which saw the BJP secure a 
landslide victory with 207 
seats, Chatterjee insisted that 
the era of Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) rule is officially over.

The BJP leader stated that 
the people of West Bengal 
have given a clear answer and 
that the Constitution must 
now take its course. She dis-
missed Banerjee's claims of 

election irregularities as a re-
fusal to face reality. "She 
should know she is an 'ex' 
now," Chatterjee told report-
ers, adding that the BJP will 
not tolerate any further polit-
ical violence or attempts to 
interfere with their victory 
celebrations. She also con-
firmed that strict instructions 
have been given to the police 
to monitor and act against any 
TMC workers causing unrest.
Despite the heavy defeat, Ma-
mata Banerjee has remained 
defiant, accusing the Election 
Commission and the BJP of 
"looting" the democratic pro-
cess. She has publicly refused 
to resign or visit the Raj Bha-

van, claiming a "moral victo-
ry" even as her party’s count 
plummeted to just 80 seats. 
This has led to a tense consti-
tutional standoff in the state. 
With the BJP set to form its 
first-ever government in West 
Bengal, the political atmo-
sphere remains electric. The 
party’s surge from 77 seats in 
2021 to a massive majority 
marks a historic shift in the 
state’s power dynamics. 
While the BJP prepares for its 
oath-taking ceremony, Chat-
terjee’s remarks underscore 
the party's firm stance: the 
people have spoken, and it is 
time for a new leadership to 
take the helm. 

Bharadwaj blames 
negligence for 

Vivek Vihar fire
NEW DELHI

 
Aam Aadmi Party leader Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj launched a 
blistering attack on the Delhi 
government, accusing author-
ities of criminal negligence 
following the Vivek Vihar 
fire. The blaze, which claimed 
nine lives including a young 
child, has sparked a political 
firestorm over alleged delays 
in rescue operations and a 
"heartless" attempt to blame 
the victims for their own 
deaths.Bharadwaj alleged that 
while the fire department was 
notified immediately, it took 
nearly 50 minutes for teams 
to actually begin dousing the 
flames. According to the AAP 
leader, fire engines arrived 
twenty minutes late and then 
spent another thirty minutes 
struggling with equipment 
and low water pressure. "Peo-
ple were screaming for help 
from their balconies, but the 
government's incompetence 
burned them alive," Bharad-
waj told reporters. He further 
criticized the official narrative 
that iron grills and a single 
staircase trapped the family, 
pointing out that most homes 
in Delhi are built with identi-
cal layouts.

Drawing a grim parallel, 
Bharadwaj linked the incident 
to the Palam fire tragedy from 
March 18, where nine family 
members also perished. He 
demanded the immediate re-
lease of the inquiry report for 
the Palam case, accusing 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta’s 
administration of shifting 
blame to avoid accountability. 
"They claim automatic doors 
trapped the victims, yet resi-
dents deny such locks even 
existed," he added.As the city 
mourns the loss of the vic-
tims, the AAP has demanded 
a transparent investigation 
into the fire department's re-
sponse time. 

NIA blocks dangerous 
biological attack by ISIS

NEW DELHI
 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has filed a ma-
jor chargesheet against three 
men linked to ISIS for plan-
ning a terrifying "bioterror-
ism" plot. 

The group allegedly aimed 
to carry out mass poisonings 
in public spaces using a dead-
ly toxin called ricin. 

This dangerous chemical, 
derived from castor seeds, is 
strictly regulated and can be 
fatal even in small amounts.

The main accused, Dr. Syed 
Ahmed Mohiuddin, a Chi-
na-educated doctor from Hy-
derabad, was caught with ille-
gal weapons and four liters of 
castor oil during a traffic stop 
in late 2025. Investigations 
revealed that Mohiuddin had 
turned his home into a secret 
lab to produce the poison. He 
was reportedly promised a 
high-ranking leadership role 
within the terrorist organiza-
tion in exchange for executing 

the attack.
The other two men, Azad 

and Mohammad Suhel from 
Uttar Pradesh, served as the 
logistical backbone of the op-
eration. They allegedly col-
lected illegal guns and money 
from secret drop-off points in 
Rajasthan and delivered them 
to Gujarat. Suhel acted as a 
key link between foreign han-
dlers and local recruits, man-
aging funds and recording 
oaths of loyalty to the banned 
group.

The NIA took over the case 
in January and found that the 
trio worked under the direct 
guidance of overseas han-
dlers. By tracking their digital 
footprints and physical move-
ments, the agency successful-
ly dismantled the cell before 
they could release the toxin. 
While the three are now fac-
ing serious terror charges in 
court, officials are continuing 
to track down the internation-
al handlers involved in this 
disturbing conspiracy.

NHRC orders urgent report 
on medical safety, work hours
NEW DELHI

 
In a major step toward health-
care reform, the National Hu-
man Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has issued a stern 
directive to the Union Health 
Ministry regarding the tragic 
RG Kar Medical College 
case. The Commission has 
demanded a full compliance 
report within four weeks, in-
vestigating why previous or-
ders to improve doctor safety 

and working conditions have 
not been met.The NHRC’s 
move follows a complaint by 
the United Doctors' Front 
(UDF), which highlighted the 
systemic failure that led to the 
death of a young postgraduate 
doctor in August 2024. The 
Commission warned that if 
the Ministry fails to respond 
this time, senior officials will 
be summoned to appear in 
person under the Protection of 
Human Rights Act.

Key issues raised by Commission
n �Accountability: Identification and punishment of 

officials responsible for the safety lapses at RG Kar 
Medical College.

n Work Hours: Strict enforcement of duty-hour reg-
ulations to stop the “institutionalized exploitation” of 
resident doctors.

n �Audit Systems: Calls for the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) to conduct surprise audits of hospitals 
to ensure doctors aren’t working illegal 80–100 hour 
weeks. 

BJP SWEEPS SC-ST SEATS IN BENGAL, ASSAM 
NEW DELHI

 
The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has achieved a massive 
consolidation of power in the 
eastern states, sweeping seats 
reserved for Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes 
(ST) in West Bengal and As-
sam. This decisive shift, re-
vealed in the 2026 Assembly 
election results, highlights a 
major political realignment as 
the BJP prepares to form its 
first-ever government in West 

Bengal. In West Bengal, the 
BJP won 75 percent of the 68 
SC seats and pulled off a 
clean sweep of all 16 ST 
seats. This overwhelming 
support from Dalit and tribal 
communities, particularly in 
regions like North Bengal and 
Junglemahal, was a primary 
engine behind the party's his-
toric total of 207 seats. The 
Matua community also re-
mained a critical pillar of sup-
port, helping the BJP domi-
nate border constituencies and 

reducing the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) to just 17 re-
served seats overall.The story 
was similar in Assam, where 
the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) se-
cured a third consecutive vic-
tory. The alliance won 8 out 
of 9 SC seats and all 19 ST 
seats, showcasing total domi-
nance in the hill regions and 
Upper Assam. Political ana-
lysts point to the recent re-
drawing of constituency 
boundaries.

UDF begins 
process to select 

next CM
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
Following a landslide victory 
in the 2026 Kerala Assembly 
elections, the Congress-led 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF) has officially begun the 
process of selecting the state’s 
next Chief Minister. Senior 
leader Ramesh Chennithala 
confirmed that while several 
top leaders are in the running, 
the final "seal of approval" 
will come from the party’s 
high command in New Delhi.
The UDF secured a command-
ing 102 seats in the 140-mem-
ber assembly, ending a decade 
of LDF rule. The Congress 
emerged as the strongest force 
within the alliance, winning 63 
seats, followed by the Indian 
Union  Mus l im League 
(IUML) with 22. To ensure a 
smooth transition, the Con-
gress has appointed senior 
leaders Ajay Maken and 
Mukul Wasnik as observers.

NIA probes back 
to back blasts 
near military 

sites in Punjab
AMRITSAR

 
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has officially 
stepped in to investigate two 
mysterious explosions that 
rattled Punjab. Specialized 
teams are currently en route 
to the blast sites to collect fo-
rensic evidence and assist lo-
cal police in uncovering 
whether these incidents are 
part of a larger terror conspir-
acy. The blasts occurred with-
in hours of each other, target-
ing areas near high-security 
mili tary installations A 
low-intensity explosion oc-
curred outside the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) Punjab 
Frontier headquarters. A 
parked scooter reportedly 
caught fire and was ripped 
apart by the blast, damaging a 
traffic signal and nearby shop 
windows. A second blast was 
reported near the Army Can-
tonment in Khasa. Prelimi-
nary checks suggest an explo-
sive device was hurled at the 
boundary wall, causing a tin 
sheet to collapse. While no 
casualties have been reported, 
security has been beefed up 
across Punjab. The NIA and 
state forensic teams are now 
analyzing samples to deter-
mine the exact type of explo-
sives used and to track.
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KABUL

In a heart-wrenching report 
released, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) revealed 
that a mother dies from pre-
ventable complications every 
single hour in Afghanistan. 

Despite some progress over 
the last two decades, the coun-
try still suffers from one of the 
highest maternal mortality 
rates in the world, 521 deaths 
per 100,000 live births. 

Most of these tragedies are 
caused by treatable conditions 
such as hemorrhage, hyperten-
sion, and obstructed labor. For 
those who survive, the physi-
cal and social toll is often dev-
astating. A major focus of the 

report is obstetric fistula, a 
painful condition caused by 
prolonged labor that often 
leads to social isolation. To 
combat this, the WHO, sup-
ported by the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank, has established 
two specialized treatment cen-
ters in Kabul and Kandahar. 

Progress vs Crisis:  
A statistical look

While the current situation is 
dire, the WHO noted that 
healthcare access has actually 
improved since the late 2000s:
 
A looming workforce 
 collapse
The fragile healthcare system 
faces an even greater threat 
from ongoing restrictions on 
female education and employ-
ment. A recent analysis warns 
of a massive shortage of pro-
fessionals by 2030: 

UNICEF emphasized that 
the declining number of wom-
en in civil service, dropping 
from 21% to 17.7% in just two 
years, is creating a "double cri-
sis" where the country loses its 
current experts and prevents 
the next generation from ever 
taking their place. Without ur-
gent intervention to allow girls 
back into secondary schools 
and universities, the modest 
health gains of the past 20 
years could completely vanish. 

QUICK READ
India-EU aim  

to boost strategic 
partnership 

Japan reports  
fourth swine fever 

case this year

New Delhi
India and the European 

Union held discussions in 
the capital to strengthen 

their strategic partnership. 
Secretary (West) Sibi 

George met EU Special 
Envoy for the Indo-Pacific 
Maria Castillo Fernandez, 

focusing on deepening 
cooperation between the 
two sides. Officials said 
the talks were aimed at 

expanding ties in key are-
as of mutual interest. In-
dia and the EU have re-

cently advanced negotia-
tions on a Free Trade 

Agreement, seen as an 
important step in eco-

nomic relations. Leaders 
from both sides have also 

stressed continued en-
gagement and stronger 

collaboration across 
trade, technology, climate 
change, and global gov-

ernance issues.

Tokyo
Japan has confirmed a 
new outbreak of swine 

fever at a pig farm in Shi-
zuoka prefecture, mark-
ing the fourth case in the 
country this year. Author-

ities said nearly 3,000 
pigs at the Fujinomiya 
farm will be culled to 
prevent the spread of 

the disease. The infec-
tion was detected after 
reports of piglet deaths, 

and tests confirmed 
classical swine fever. Of-
ficials have launched an 
investigation to trace the 

source and strengthen 
biosecurity measures, 
including disinfection 
and wildlife control. 

While the disease does 
not affect humans, it is 

highly contagious 
among pigs and poses a 

serious risk to farming 
and food security.

Afghan’s maternal crisis: One death every hour
HOUR OF LOSS

Metric	 Past (Late 2000s) Present (2026)
Antenatal Care Coverage 31% 76%
Births with Skilled Workers 24% 67%
Child Mortality (per 1,000) 129 (in 2000) 56 (in 2023)

n �Potential Losses: 
Up to 25,000 female 
teachers and 5,400 
healthcare workers.

n �Economic Impact: 
Restrictions are 
costing the country an 
estimated $84 million 
annually in lost output. 

n �Access Barrier: Be-
cause many women 
in Afghanistan cannot 
receive care from 
male doctors, the 
disappearance of 
female health workers 
will directly increase 
maternal and child 
deaths.

India-Vietnam elevate ties to boost strategic partnership
PM Modi said the two countries have a common outlook for the Indo-Pacific and both 

sides will continue to contribute to the rule-of-law, peace, stability, and prosperity Both countries ink digital health ties
NEW DELHI

India and Vietnam reaffirmed their cooperation in 
health and digital payments, aiming to improve health-

care services and boost technology use between the 
two countries.  They discussed linking UPI-based pay-

ment systems with Vietnam’s digital platforms to make 
transactions easier for tourists and businesses. Both 

sides also focused on improving healthcare 
through artificial intelligence and stronger 

use of digital tools.
The leaders appreciated India’s phar-

maceutical industry and explored future 
participation of Indian companies in 

supplying medicines to Vietnam’s public 
health system from 2027. They also agreed 

to exchange knowledge in traditional medi-
cine and support academic collaboration in Ayurveda. 
Officials said both countries will work together in areas 

like space, 6G, biotechnology, and clean energy. They 
also welcomed cooperation in rare earth materials 

and disaster management systems. The agreement 
is expected to strengthen economic ties and support 

modern healthcare development while promoting 
innovation and easier financial connectivity between 

India and Vietnam.

NEW DELHI

India and Vietnam have signifi-
cantly boosted their diplomatic 
and military relationship, ele-
vating their bond to an En-
hanced Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership.

 The announcement came fol-
lowing high-level meetings be-
tween Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Vietnamese President 
To Lam, as well as a focused 
defense dialogue between De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
and his counterpart, Gen Phan 
Van Giang.

President To Lam’s three-day 
state visit, his first since taking 
office, marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the existing strategic 
partnership. The day was de-
fined by a series of landmark 
agreements aimed at counter-
balancing regional challenges 
and driving economic growth.

‘Standing together  
against terrorism’
During the talks at Hyderabad 
House, PM Modi expressed his 
gratitude to Vietnam for its strong 
condemnation of the recent Pa-
halgam terrorist attack. The MEA 
noted that both nations are com-
mitted to a "Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership" that serves as a 
pillar for peace and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region.

This visit reinforces India's 
"Act East" policy, positioning 
Vietnam as a core pillar in India’s 
regional strategy as both nations 
navigate a complex geopolitical 
landscape.

n �Economic Ambitions: The leaders set a bold target to 
expand bilateral trade to $25 billion by 2030. In a move 
benefiting the agricultural sector, market access was 
granted for Indian grapes and Vietnamese durians.

n �Defense & Security: Rajnath Singh and Gen Phan 
Van Giang discussed “adding more vigour” to military 
cooperation. India reiterated its commitment to deep-
ening the strategic partnership, with focus areas 
including maritime security and joint development.

n �Strategic Initiatives: Vietnam officially joined the In-
do-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), signaling closer 
alignment on maritime stability.

n �Science & Energy: Discussions covered critical ar-
eas such as rare earth minerals, space exploration, 
and renewable energy, including atomic energy.

Key outcomes of the summit

n �Cultural Support: PM Modi announced Indian assistance 
for a Site Interpretation Centre at the My Son Temple 
Complex, a UNESCO World Heritage site in Vietnam.

Pak HIV surge exposes 
health system failure

ISLAMABAD

The rapid rise of HIV cases in 
Pakistan shows a deep system 
failure in public health, un-
folding in real time across the 
country.  Experts say many 
infections are not linked to 
risky behavior but are caused 
by unsafe medical practices 
meant to protect patients.

 Reports highlight collapse 
of infection control in clinics 
and hospitals, along with con-
tinued reuse of syringes de-
spite a 2021 ban. 

Outbreaks have been record-
ed in Larkana, Multan, Kara-
chi and Taunsa, where even 
young children were found 
infected after medical visits. 
Doctors believe contaminated 
injections and poor hygiene 
are the main preventable caus-
es behind the growing number 
of HIV cases. Medical groups 
have warned about fake or 
wrongly labeled syringes en-

tering supply chains, raising 
serious concerns about regula-
tory failure. Health officials 
and hospitals are also criti-
cized for poor transparency 
and weak data sharing across 
provincial health systems. At 

the PIMS HIV center, doctors 
report rising patient numbers 
and express special concern 
over infections among chil-
dren. Officials say more test-
ing has led to higher case de-
tection, though experts still 
warn about hidden spread of 
disease. 

Since October 2025, 189 
people have tested positive, 
including men, women, trans-
gender individuals, and sever-
al children across the country. 
Public health experts urge ur-
gent reforms, stronger moni-
toring of clinics, strict enforce-
ment of syringe safety rules, 
and greater accountability 
from authorities to stop pre-
ventable infections. They warn 
that without immediate action, 
more children and vulnerable 
people will continue to con-
tract HIV through unsafe 
healthcare practices that 
should never occur anywhere 
in modern times again.

Pakistan's rising HIV 
crisis exposes severe 
public health failures, 

as unsafe medical 
practices, syringe 

reuse, and regulatory 
lapses continue to 
infect children and 

vulnerable populations

China’s economic growth is slowing as weak consumer spending and a 
shrinking, aging workforce create deep structural challenges

CHINA’S GROWTH ENGINE 
COOLS AMID AGING CRISIS

NEW DELHI

China’s once-unstoppable 
economic engine is losing 
steam, with a new report 
highlighting that weak con-
sumer spending and a shrink-
ing workforce are creating 
"deeper structural challeng-
es." 

Despite a headline growth 
rate of around 5% throughout 
2025 and into early 2026, the 
underlying data suggests the 
country is entering a phase of 
significantly slower, more 
limited expansion. 

The report identifies a ma-
jor shift in China's economic 
DNA. For decades, growth 
was fueled by massive invest-
ments and a seemingly end-
less supply of young workers. 
As of now, that model is bro-
ken. Domestic demand has 
softened, and fixed invest-
ment, a long-time driver of 
the economy, actually turned 
negative in 2025. This reflects 
a growing malaise among 
Chinese households, where 

people are simply not buying 
enough to sustain the old 
growth targets. 

The World Bank currently 
projects growth to moderate 
further, hitting roughly 4.4% 
by the end of 2026. While 
China is investing heavily in 
automation and high-tech 
manufacturing to offset its 
labor shortage, experts warn 
that these "fixes" may not be 
enough to return to the high-
growth era of the past de-
cade. For the global econo-
my, a slower China means 
lower demand for commodi-
ties and a potential shift in 
where the world’s manufac-
turing power lies. 

The double blow: Spending 
and demographics
• Persistent Weak Demand: 
Household spending remains 
the biggest concern. Despite 
government efforts to pivot 
toward a consumer-driven 
economy, global uncertainty 
and domestic property sector 
woes have kept citizens cau-
tious with their wallets. 

• The Aging Trap: China's 
population is both aging and 
shrinking. With the work-
ing-age population in steady 
decline, the country can no 
longer rely on a "demographic 
dividend." Productivity must 
now do the heavy lifting, but 
even productivity gains have 
begun to slow. 

• External Pressures: Histor-
ically, exports saved the day, 
but that safety net is fraying. 
Rising trade barriers, partic-
ularly from the U.S., and the 
relocation of manufacturing to 
Southeast Asia are eating into 
China's competitive edge. 

Trade pact with US sparks 
outrage in Dhaka

NEW DELHI

A newly signed trade agree-
ment between Bangladesh 
and the United States is fac-
ing a firestorm of criticism 
in Dhaka, with politicians 
and economists labeling it a 
"one-sided" deal that com-
promises national sover-
eignty.

 Signed on February 9, 
just days before Bangla-
desh's national elections, the 
Agreement on Reciprocal 
Trade (ART) is now the sub-
ject of intense debate in the 
country’s parliament.

A report highlighted a 
staggering linguistic imbal-
ance in the 32-page docu-
ment. Legal experts pointed 
out that the mandatory term 
"shall" appears 179 times, 
while the discret ionary 
"will" appears only three 
times. Most notably, the 
phrase "Bangladesh shall" is 
used 131 times, whereas 
"US shall" appears only six 
times, suggesting that the 

bulk of the obligations fall 
solely on Dhaka.

Political and  
economic backlash
Member of Parliament Ru-
meen Farhana has formally 
called for the agreement to 
be scrapped, a sentiment 
echoed by various political 
organizations. While the 
agreement has not yet offi-
cially come into force, re-
ports indicate that Bangla-
desh has already begun sign-
ing deals to import goods 
under its provisions, further 
fueling public suspicion.

Economists are urging the 
government to pause imple-
mentation and re-enter nego-
tiations to reach a more bal-
anced solution. Critics argue 
that the timing of the sign-
ing, paired with a US Su-
preme Court ruling on Feb-
ruary 20 that annulled recip-
rocal tariffs, leaves Bangla-
desh in a vulnerable position 
with little to show in return 
for major concessions.

Dutch navy visit boosts India-
Netherlands maritime ties

KOCHI

The Royal Netherlands Navy 
ship HNLMS De Ruyter ar-
rived in Kochi on May 4 
along with a high-level Dutch 
naval delegation marking 
stronger maritime ties be-
tween India and the Nether-
lands. Officials said the visit 
reflects growing cooperation 
in the Indo-Pacific region.

It is a De Zeven Provin-
cien-class frigate escorted by 
Indian Navy fast interceptor 
craft and received a ceremo-
nial welcome at Kochi har-
bour including a naval band. 
The Dutch delegation in-
cludes senior officers and dip-
lomats including Major Gen-
eral Rob De Wit and Ambas-
sador Marisa Gerards. 

They met officials at the 

Southern Naval Command to 
discuss maritime cooperation 
training and future exercises.

They met officials at the 
Southern Naval Command to 
discuss maritime cooperation 
training and future exercises. 
As part of the visit the delega-
tion also paid tribute at the 
War Memorial in Kochi on 
the Netherlands National Re-
membrance Day by laying 
wreaths honoring those who 
died in service. 

They will also visit Cochin 
Shipyard Limited to learn 
about India's shipbuilding 
strength and explore indus-
trial cooperation opportuni-
ties between the two coun-
tries. The Dutch ship is on a 
five-month Indo-Pacific de-
ployment and will take part 
in joint exercises with part-

ner navies improving coordi-
nation and interoperability. 
Before departure it will con-
duct a Passage Exercise with 
an Indian naval ship further 
strengthening operational 
ties at sea.

Officials said the visit 
shows the growing partner-
ship between India and the 
Netherlands in maritime se-
curity training exchange and 
regional stability in the In-
do-Pacific. 

Both sides expect contin-
ued cooperation through 
joint exercises ship visits 
and professional exchanges 
that will strengthen trust and 
readiness in future naval op-
erations. 

Officials highlighted long-
term strategic maritime co-
operation growth.

East Turkistan groups 
petition UN to recognize 

region as occupied territory
WASHINGTON DC

In a historic move, the East 
Turkistan Government-in-Ex-
ile (ETGE) and the East Turk-
istan National Movement 
(ETNM) have formally peti-
tioned the United Nations to 
recognize the region, referred 
to by China as Xinjiang, as a 
Non-Self-Governing Territory. 

This is the first time a for-
mal request has been made to 
the UN Special Committee on 
Decolonization to challenge 
China’s status as a colonial 
power. 

The petition argues that 
East Turkistan was an inde-
pendent republic before it was 
"invaded and occupied" by 
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na in 1949. By seeking this 
inscription, the ETGE hopes 
to trigger an international 
framework that would obli-
gate the UN to oversee the 
region's path toward self-de-
termination. 

Demands to the UN
The 25-page petition outlines 

eight major demands, most 
notably calling on the General 
Assembly to designate China 
as an "occupying power" and 
to address China's inherent 
conflict of interest as both a 
Permanent Member of the Se-
curity Council and a partici-
pant in the Decolonization 
Committee. 

"More than eighty nations 
achieved their independence 
through the decolonization 
framework," stated ETGE 
President Mamtimin Ala. "To-
day, the peoples of East Turk-
istan formally assert that same 
right." While China maintains 
its policies are focused on 
counter-terrorism and eco-
nomic development, this peti-
tion marks a significant esca-
lation in the international le-
gal battle over the region's 
sovereignty.

Key arguments  
and allegations

• Demographic Shifts: The 
ETGE claims that since 
1949, Chinese settlers 
have increased from 5% to 
over 42% of the popula-
tion, while the native Turkic 
population has dropped 
from 90% to roughly 55%. 

• Ongoing "Genocide": The 
petition asserts that Turkic 
groups, including Uyghurs, 
Kazakhs, and Kyrgyz, are 
entering their 13th year of 
"genocide." It cites a 2022 
UN report stating that Chi-
nese actions in the region 
"may constitute crimes 
against humanity." 

• Forced Labor: Activists 
pointed to 2026 reports 
from UN Special Rappor-
teurs warning that forced 
labor transfers—projected 
at 13.75 million—could 
amount to "enslavement." 

• Legislative Assimilation: 
The ETGE highlighted the 
"Law on Promoting Ethnic 
Unity and Progress," ad-
opted by China on March 
12, 2026. Critics argue this 
law institutionalizes the 
erasure of distinct minority 
cultures in favor of a single 
Chinese national identity. 
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Arsenal on Brink of History after 
Reaching Champions League Final

LONDON
 

Arsenal are on the cusp of a 
historic season after booking 
their place in the UEFA 
Champions League final for 
the first time in 20 years, with 
manager Mikel Arteta urging 
his side to harness their mo-
mentum in pursuit of a fa-
mous double.

A 1-0 win over Atletico 
Madrid at the Emirates Stadi-
um sealed a 2-1 aggregate 
victory, sending the north 
London club into their first 
final since 2006. Bukayo 
Saka struck the decisive goal, 
sparking jubilant celebrations 
among players and fans.

Arteta described a palpable 
shift in belief and energy 
around the club, calling on his 
players to channel that emo-
tion into their remaining fix-

tures. 
Arsenal 
a r e  a l s o 
firmly in contention for the 
Premier League title, needing 
wins in their final matches to 

secure their first 
league crown since 

2004.
“It’s clear everyone 

can feel the belief. We 
must use it in the right way 
because what lies ahead is in-
credibly difficult, but we have 
the quality and conviction,” 
Arteta said after the match.

The Gunners will travel to 
Budapest for the final on May 
30, where they will face either 
Paris Saint-Germain or Bay-
ern Munich. Both teams pres-
ent formidable opposition, but 
Arsenal head into the clash 
buoyed by confidence and 
unity. The scenes at the Emir-
ates reflected the magnitude 

of the achievement, with fans 
creating a vibrant atmosphere 
even before kickoff. Arteta 
acknowledged the supporters’ 
role, calling the night “incred-
ible” and unlike anything he 
had experienced at the stadi-
um.

More than two decades af-
ter Arsene Wenger guided the 
club to domestic glory with 
the famed “Invincibles,” Ar-
teta appears to have rekindled 
that spirit. Since taking charge 
in 2019, he has rebuilt the 
team steadily, fostering a 
strong bond between players 
and supporters.

With a Champions League 
title and Premier League tri-
umph still within reach, Arse-
nal stand just weeks away 
from what could become the 
greatest season in their 140-
year history.

Arsenal edge closer to 
historic double after 
reaching Champions 

League final

TEHRAN
 

The head of the Football Fed-
eration Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Mehdi Taj, has called on 
FIFA to provide firm guaran-
tees regarding the treatment 
of Iranian representatives be-
fore the team travels to the 
United States for the FIFA 
World Cup 2026.

Taj said assurances are es-
sential to ensure that symbols 
of Iran’s political system, par-
ticularly the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, are re-
spected during the visit. 

His remarks come amid ris-
ing tensions following an in-
cident in Canada, where an 
Iranian delegation reportedly 
faced issues at the border 
while attempting to attend a 
FIFA Congress in Vancouver.

Although Taj stated that the 
delegation chose to return 
voluntarily, Canadian author-
ities later confirmed that his 
visa had been cancelled mid-
flight due to alleged links 
with the IRGC, which Cana-
da designated a terrorist enti-
ty in 2024, following a simi-
lar move by the United 
States years earlier.

In response, FIFA Secre-
tary-General Mattias Grafst-
röm has invited Iranian offi-
cials to Zurich on May 20 to 
address concerns and discuss 
World Cup preparations. 

Taj indicated that Iran 
would seek “clear and bind-
ing guarantees” during the 
meeting to avoid a repeat of 

the Canada episode when 
travelling to the US.

“We are going to the World 
Cup as a qualified team, and 
FIFA is our host—not any 
individual country,” Taj said, 
stressing that a lack of assur-
ances could even result in 
Iran refusing entry at the US 
border.

The issue is further com-
plicated by Washington’s 
stance that, while Iranian 
players are welcome to com-
pete, individuals with links 
to the IRGC may face re-
strictions. 

The geopolitical backdrop 
has already cast uncertainty 
over Iran’s participation, es-
pecially following recent re-
gional tensions.

Despite these challenges, 
Iran continues preparations 
for the expanded 48-team 
tournament, co-hosted by the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico from June 11 to July 
19. The national team is 
scheduled to face New Zea-
land, Belgium and Egypt in 
the group stage.

With global attention on 
both football and diplomacy, 
Iran’s World Cup campaign 
now hinges not only on per-
formance but also on navi-
gating complex international 
relations.

Iran Seeks Assurances 
Ahead of FIFA WC 
2026 Travel to USA

Iran FA demands 
guarantees over IRGC 

respect before travelling 
to United States.

Sabalenka Floats Boycott Threat Ahead of 
French Open over Revenue Share

ROME
 

World No. 1 Aryna Sa-
balenka has sparked de-
bate ahead of the French 
Open by suggesting that 
players could consider a 
boycott if they are not 
granted a larger share of 
tournament revenues at 
Grand Slam events.

Sabalenka said players 
deserve a higher per-
centage of earnings, ar-
guing that their perfor-
mances are central to the 
sport’s global appeal. 
“Without  us ,  there 
wouldn’t be a tourna-
ment. At some point, a 
boycott might be the 

only way to fight for our 
rights,” she said.

Sabalenka, along with 
men’s world No. 1 Jan-
nik Sinner and several 
top-ranked players, re-
cently issued a joint 
statement expressing 
“deep disappointment” 
over prize money distri-
bution at Grand Slams. 
While organisers have 
increased total prize 
pools, players claim 
their proportional share 
of revenues has de-
clined. At Roland Gar-
ros, overall prize money 
has been raised by 
around 10 percent to 
€61.7 million for 2026.

Athletic Bilbao Appoint Edin 
Terzic as Head Coach Until 2028
BILBAO

 
Athletic Bilbao have ap-
pointed Edin Terzic as 
their new head coach 
from next season, with 
the former Borussia 
Dortmund boss signing a 
contract that runs until 
2028.

Te r z i c  r e p l a c e s 
long-serving manager 
Ernesto Valverde, with 
Bilbao currently posi-
tioned eighth in the La 
Liga standings. The ap-
pointment signals a stra-
tegic shift as the Basque 
club looks to build a 
more dynamic and com-
petitive side.

The 43-year-old ar-
rives with a strong repu-
tation for implementing 
high-intensity, attacking 
football. During his ten-
ure at Dortmund, Terzic 
guided the German side 
to the DFB-Pokal title in 
2021 and a memorable 
run to the UEFA Cham-
pions League final in 
2024, where they fin-
ished runners-up to Real 
Madrid. Despite step-
ping away from Dort-

mund at the end 

of the 2023–24 season, 
Terzic remained a highly 
sought-after coach due 
to his tactical acumen 
and ability to develop 
young talent. His ap-
pointment is expected to 
bring renewed energy to 
Bilbao, a club known for 
its unique identity and 
emphasis on homegrown 
players.

Club officials believe 
Terzic’s philosophy 
aligns well with Bilbao’s 
traditions while also of-
fering a modern tactical 
approach needed to 
compete at the highest 
level. His focus on 
pressing, quick transi-
tions and attacking in-
tent could help the team 
push for European qual-
ification in the coming 
seasons.

The transition also 
marks the end of another 
chapter under Valverde, 
who played a key role in 
maintaining Bilbao’s 
stability and competi-
tiveness in recent years. 
However, with the club 
aiming to climb higher 
in the standings, the 
move reflects a desire 
for evolution.

As Terzic prepares to 
take charge, expectations 
will be high among sup-
porters eager to see a 
more expansive style of 

play. With a long-term 
contract in place, 

Bilbao are backing 
the German coach 
to lead a new era 
and restore the 
club’s promi-
nence in Span-
ish and Europe-
an football.

Bilbao turn to Terzic to 
revive campaign with 

attacking football  
philosophy

Infantino Defends 
WC 2026 Ticket 
Prices amid Fan 

Backlash
BEVERLY HILLS

 
FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino has defended the soaring 
ticket prices for the FIFA 
World Cup 2026, stating that 
market demand and United 
States resale laws justify the 
sharp rise, even as criticism 
from fan groups intensifies.

Infantino’s remarks came 
after reports that tickets for 
the July 19 final, listed on FI-
FA’s official resale platform, 
were being advertised at pric-
es exceeding $2 million. He 
clarified that such figures re-
flect resale listings rather than 
official face-value pricing.

“If someone lists a ticket 
for $2 million, it doesn’t 
mean it will sell at that price,” 
Infantino said, adding humor-
ously that he would personal-
ly ensure a premium experi-
ence for any buyer at such a 
cost.

The governing body has 
come under fire from support-
er organisations, including 
Football Supporters Europe, 
which has labelled the pricing 
structure “excessive” and ini-
tiated legal action with the 
European Commission. Crit-
ics argue that the escalating 
costs risk alienating tradition-
al fans and undermining ac-
cessibility.

Infantino, however, main-
tained that FIFA must operate 
within the realities of a com-
petitive entertainment market, 
particularly in the United 
States, where ticket resales 
above face value are legally 
permitted. “We have to look at 
the market. If prices are set too 
low, they will simply be resold 
at much higher rates,” he ex-
plained.

The contrast with previous 
tournaments has been stark. At 
the FIFA World Cup 2022, the 
most expensive final ticket 
was priced at around $1,600, 
whereas official top-tier tickets 
for 2026 are expected to reach 
approximately $11,000 before 
resale inflation.

‘NOBODY NOTICED’: INDIA’S THOMAS CUP 
HEROES LAMENT LACK OF RECOGNITION

HYDERABAD
 

India’s badminton stars, fresh 
from a historic bronze medal 
at the Thomas Cup, have 
voiced deep disappointment 
over the lack of public recog-
nition upon their return, high-
lighting the sport’s struggle 
for attention in a cricket-dom-
inated landscape.

Men’s doubles ace Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy revealed 
that the team’s homecoming 
was marked by indifference, 
with fellow passengers at the 
airport unaware of their 
achievement. “Nobody even 
asked who we were or what 
we had done,” he said, noting 
that many were preoccupied 

with the Indian Premier 
League and political discus-
sions.

The Indian squad, featuring 
prominent names like Chirag 
Shetty, Lakshya Sen and Kid-
ambi Srikanth, had secured a 
commendable podium finish 
in one of badminton’s most 
prestigious team events. Yet, 
the players found themselves 
booking cabs at the airport 
without any fanfare or ac-
knowledgment.

Rankireddy admitted the 
experience was disheartening 
enough to make him question 
the future of the sport in In-
dia. “It’s tough to keep going 
when people don’t realise 
how big this achievement is,” 

he said, adding that such mo-
ments can test an athlete’s 
mental resilience.

His partner Shetty echoed 
the sentiment, saying the is-
sue was not about expecting 
grand celebrations but about a 
basic level of awareness. “It’s 
the feeling that nobody cares. 
Those who follow badminton 
understand, but the general 
public doesn’t grasp the mag-
nitude,” he remarked.

The duo also reflected on 
India’s 2022 Thomas Cup tri-
umph, which, despite being a 
landmark achievement, did 
not receive sustained nation-
wide celebration.  They 
stressed that while govern-
ment support and federation 

initiatives have improved, 
broader public engagement 
remains lacking.

Rankireddy went a step fur-
ther, expressing concern 
about encouraging future gen-
erations to take up the sport 
professionally amid limited 
recognition. 

Despite the disappointment, 
the team acknowledged small 
gestures of appreciation at 
training centres as meaning-
ful.

The episode has reignited 
debate about India’s sporting 
culture, underlining the need 
to celebrate achievements be-
yond cricket and build a more 
inclusive ecosystem for all 
disciplines.

Coaches Push for Earlier College Football 
Playoff Finish With Key Changes

WACO
 

The American Football 
Coaches Association has 
proposed sweeping changes 
to the college football calen-
dar, advocating for an earlier 
conclusion to the College 
Football Playoff season by 
the second Monday of Janu-
ary.

In a non-binding recom-
mendation, the AFCA sug-
gested eliminating confer-
ence championship games 
and reducing scheduling 
gaps to streamline the sea-
son. The move, discussed at 
the association’s annual 
meeting, reflects growing 
concerns over the length of 
the college football calendar 
and its impact on stu-
dent-athletes.

“The length of the season 
is a critical issue,” the 
AFCA said in a statement, 
adding that the current struc-
ture does not align well with 
academic commitments or 
long-term athlete welfare. 

While the association does 
not hold direct authority 
over NCAA or CFP gover-
nance, its membership in-
cludes Football Bowl Subdi-
vision (FBS) coaches who 
play an influential role in 
shaping policy discussions.

Among the key proposals 
is reducing the number of 
bye weeks from two to one 
and ensuring a minimum 
gap of six days between 
games. The AFCA also rec-
ommended maintaining a 
dedicated window for the 
traditional Army–Navy 

Game, while allowing flexi-
bility for other fixtures, in-
cluding playoff games, to be 
scheduled around it.

The group stopped short 
of endorsing a specific ex-
pansion size for the playoff 
field, currently set at 12 
teams, but emphasised that 
future formats should maxi-
mise participation while ad-
hering to the proposed Janu-
ary deadline.

The recommendations 
align with broader efforts to 
modernise college football. 
An NCAA committee re-

cently suggested a 12-game 
regular season played over 
14 weeks starting in 2027, 
with the schedule running 
from late August through 
Thanksgiving. Currently, the 
CFP extends deep into Jan-
uary, with the 2027 champi-
onship already slated for 
January 25 in Las Vegas — 
well beyond the timeline the 
AFCA is  advocat ing . 
Coaches argue that condens-
ing the calendar would im-
prove competitive rhythm, 
reduce fatigue and better 
synchronise with academic 
schedules and transfer win-
dows. While the proposals 
are not binding, they signal 
increasing momentum 
among coaches to 
reshape the struc-
ture of college 
football, balanc-
ing commercial 
growth with the 
well-being of 
players and 
the integrity 
of the sport.

India Maintains Bilateral Sports Ban With 
Pakistan, Allows Multilateral Participation
NEW DELHI

 
India has reaffirmed its policy 
of suspending bilateral sport-
ing ties with Pakistan while 
continuing to permit partici-
pat ion in  in ternat ional 
multi-nation events involving 
the neighbouring country, the 
government said in an official 
communication on Wednes-
day.

The directive, issued by the 
Sports Ministry to key bodies 
including the Indian Olympic 
Association and the Sports 
Authority of India, reiterates 
that no bilateral series — 
across cricket, hockey or oth-
er disciplines — will take 
place between India and Paki-
stan in either nation.

“In so far as bilateral sport-
ing engagements are con-
cerned, Indian teams will not 
travel to Pakistan, nor will 

Pakistani teams be permitted 
to play in India,” the ministry 
stated, underlining that the 
existing restrictions remain 
unchanged.

However, the government 
clarified that India will con-
tinue to adhere to internation-
al sporting norms, allowing 
both nations to compete in 
global and continental tourna-
ments. 

This means Indian athletes 
can participate in events fea-
turing Pakistan abroad, while 
Pakistani athletes will be al-
lowed entry for competitions 
hosted in India under multilat-
eral frameworks.

The policy aligns with the 
principles of the International 
Olympic Committee and oth-
er global sports bodies, which 
emphasise inclusivity and 
non-discrimination in interna-
tional competitions.
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‘Suchi Semicon fully committed to India Semiconductor Mission’
NEW DELHI

 
Suchi Semicon has expressed 
strong commitment to India’s 
semiconductor ambitions after 
the Union Cabinet approved 
its new project in Gujarat un-
der the India Strategic chip 
production push. 

The project, with an outlay 
of around ₹868 crore, is part 
of a broader push to strength-
en domestic chip manufactur-
ing.

The Cabinet, led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, ap-
proved two semiconductor 
projects — Crystal Matrix 

Limited and Suchi Semicon 
— with a combined invest-
ment of nearly ₹3,936 crore. 
Together, these initiatives are 
expected to generate employ-
ment for about 2,230 skilled 
professionals and strengthen 
India’s electronics manufac-
turing ecosystem.

Founder and Chairman 
Ashok Mehta said the approv-
al marks a significant mile-
stone for the company and 
contributes to India’s long-
term goal of building self-re-
liant capabilities in a strategi-
cally important sector. He 
emphasised that semiconduc-

tors power essential technolo-
gies ranging from vehicles 
and industrial machinery to 
communication devices and 
defence systems.

Under the mission frame-

work, Suchi Semicon is estab-
lishing an Outsourced Semi-
conductor Assembly and Test 
(OSAT) facility in Surat, Gu-
jarat. The unit will cater to 
domestic and global demand 

across power electronics, an-
alog integrated circuits, and 
industrial applications, sup-
porting supply chain resil-
ience.

Industry experts noted that 
the addition of advanced 
semiconductor segments such 
as compound semiconductors, 
Mini/Micro-LED manufactur-
ing, and GaN-based technol-
ogies will strengthen India’s 
position in next-generation 
electronics. These develop-
ments are expected to reduce 
import dependence while 
boosting innovation and high-
skilled job creation.

CHIP PRODUCTION PUSH

QUICK READ

India-Japan sign pacts 
on health, quantum 

tech

India’s steel 
output grows 5.8% in 

April

ADB: Global value 
chains drive growth, 

jobs

New Delhi
India and Japan have 

signed agreements to en-
hance cooperation in 
health research and 

quantum technologies, 
strengthening their stra-
tegic partnership in sci-

ence and innovation. The 
agreements were ex-

changed during a meeting 
between Union Minister 

Dr. Jitendra Singh and Ja-
pan’s Minister for Science 

and Technology Policy 
Kimi Onoda in New Delhi. 
A Memorandum of Coop-

eration was signed 
among Indian Council of 

Medical Research, De-
partment of Science and 
Technology (India) and 

Japan’s AMED for health 
and medical devices. A 

Letter of Intent was also 
signed between Japan’s 
Cabinet Office and DST 

on quantum science and 
technology. Both sides 
aim to boost joint re-

search, innovation, and 
technology development 

in emerging fields.

New Delhi
India’s steel sector con-
tinued its growth mo-
mentum in April, with 

crude steel production 
rising 5.8% year-on-year 
to 14.09 million tonnes, 
according to an official 
statement. Strong de-

mand from infrastructure 
and manufacturing sec-

tors supported the expan-
sion, while domestic steel 

prices also improved 
across major categories. 
Finished steel consump-

tion increased 8.1% to 
12.99 million tonnes, re-

flecting robust market ac-
tivity. Imports stood at 

0.68 million tonnes and 
exports at 0.47 million 
tonnes, making India a 
marginal net importer 

during the month. Capac-
ity expansion efforts con-
tinue under the National .

New Delhi
The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) says global 

value chains have signifi-
cantly boosted economic 
growth, job creation, and 
poverty reduction across 
Asia-Pacific over the past 

25 years. However, it 
warns that geopolitical 
tensions, supply chain 

disruptions, and techno-
logical changes are re-

shaping global production 
networks. According to 

the ADB report, the region 
now accounts for one-

third of global value chain 
trade, with developing 

economies doubling their 
share since 2000. While 

some countries are deep-
ly integrated, others re-

main excluded. The report 
highlights resilience, sus-
tainability, and inclusion 

as key priorities, stressing 
better infrastructure, 

skills, and support.

Real estate sentiment turns 
cautious amid volatility

India’s real estate sentiment turns cautious amid global volatility, 
though office market continues showing strong resilience.

NEW DELHI
 

India’s real estate sector has 
entered a cautious phase in 
Q1 2026, as global macroeco-
nomic uncertainty and rising 
costs begin to weigh on senti-
ment, according to a joint re-
port by Knight Frank and 
NAREDCO.

The report shows the Cur-
rent Sentiment Score dropped 
from 60 to 49, while the Fu-
ture Sentiment Score eased to 
a neutral 50 from 61, reflect-
ing moderation in stakehold-
er confidence across the sec-
tor.

Analysts attributed the 
slowdown in sentiment large-
ly to global volatility, partic-
ularly elevated crude oil pric-
es, which have increased con-
struction and logistics costs, 
affecting project viability and 

profitability.
Despite stable domestic 

fundamentals, geopolitical 
uncertainty and inflationary 
pressures are beginning to 
influence both demand and 
supply dynamics in the real 
estate market.

The residential segment 
showed signs of cooling af-
ter a strong growth phase, 
with slower sales and fewer 
new launches in Q1 2026. 
Nearly 52 per cent of re-
spondents expect housing 
sales to decline further in 
the near term, even as 73 
per cent anticipate prices to 
remain stable or rise due to 
higher input costs, labour 
expenses, and borrowing 
costs.

Industry experts noted 
that this divergence between 
weakening demand and firm 

pricing reflects structural 
cost pressures rather than a 
demand collapse. Praveen 
Jain said the moderation in 
sentiment is a natural cor-
rection after a prolonged 
expansion cycle, with un-
derlying demand still intact.

However, the office real 
estate segment remains re-
silient. Around 41 per cent 
of stakeholders expect im-
proved leasing demand, 
while supply is projected to 
remain stable or increase 
moderately, supported by 
continued corporate expan-
sion and hybrid work mod-
els.

Overall, the report sug-
gests a short-term cooling in 
residential momentum, 
while commercial real estate 
continues to provide stabili-
ty to the sector outlook.

n �Real estate sentiment 
turns cautious phase

n �Global volatility im-
pacts sector confidence 

n Residential demand 
shows signs softening
n Prices remain firm 
despite slowdown
n �Office market continues 

strong resilience 

Benchmark indices 
rally sharply on 

strong global cues
NEW DELHI

 
Indian equity markets wit-
nessed a strong rally on 
Wednesday, with benchmark 
indices extending gains amid 
positive global sentiment and 
easing geopolitical concerns.

 The market surge reflected 
broad-based buying across 
sectors, led by banking, infor-
mation technology, and auto-
mobile stocks.

The BSE Sensex jumped 
about 941 points, while the 
Nifty 50 advanced nearly 298 
points, reclaiming key psy-
chological levels during the 
trading session. Investor sen-
timent remained upbeat 
throughout the day as global 
cues turned favourable and 
crude oil prices softened, eas-
ing inflation concerns for 
emerging markets like India.

Market analysts attributed 
the sharp rise to optimism 
over potential de-escalation in 
global geopolitical tensions, 
along with expectations of 
stable macroeconomic condi-
tions. Foreign institutional 
investor activity also showed 
signs of improvement, adding 
to the positive momentum on 
Dalal Street.Broader markets 
mirrored the benchmark per-
formance, with mid-cap and 
small-cap indices also record-
ing healthy gains. This indi-
cated strong participation 
from retail and institutional 

investors across segments 
rather than selective buying in 
large-cap stocks alone.

Banking stocks led the ral-
ly, supported by expectations 
of steady credit growth and 
improving asset quality. IT 
stocks gained on hopes of sta-
ble global demand, while auto 
stocks benefited from strong 
domestic demand outlook and 
easing input cost pressures.

Market experts noted that 
volatility had reduced com-
pared to previous sessions, 
helping investors regain con-
fidence. Improved global risk 
appetite, combined with sup-
portive domestic fundamen-
tals, contributed to the sus-
tained upward movement.

Overall, the session reflect-
ed renewed bullish sentiment 
in Indian equities, with inves-
tors responding positively to 
global developments and do-
mestic economic stability. 
The strong close suggests 
continued optimism in the 
near term, although analysts 
advise caution amid ongoing 
global uncertainties and up-
coming economic data releas-
es.

Indian markets surged 
strongly as Sensex and 

Nifty gained sharply, 
driven by positive global 

cues and sectoral 
buying.

India takes ‘Bharat 
Innovates 2026’ to Paris
NEW DELHI

 
Bharat Innovates 2026 gained 
global attention as India 
showcased its deep-tech start-
up programme at a high-level 
roadshow in Paris ahead of 
the upcoming conclave in 
Nice, France. The initiative 
aims to connect Indian inno-
vation with global investors, 
research institutions, and in-
dustry leaders.

The Paris event highlighted 
India’s rapidly growing start-
up ecosystem and its strong 
linkage with higher education 
and research-driven innova-
tion. It brought together rep-
resentatives from the Ministry 
of Education, the Embassy of 
India in Paris, and the Con-
federation of Indian Industry, 
along with over 50 partici-
pants from French business 
and innovation networks.

Key French institutions 
such as La French Tech, Vi-
vaTech, ESCP Business 
School, ESSEC Business 
School, INRIA, and members 
of the Indo-French Chamber 

of Commerce also participat-
ed, along with venture capital 
firms, legal experts, and start-
up ecosystem stakeholders.

Officials from India, in-
cluding senior representatives 
from the Ministry of Educa-
tion, presented the objectives 
and investment opportunities 
under Bharat Innovates 2026. 
They emphasised strengthen-
ing international collaboration 
under the India–France Spe-
cial Global Strategic Partner-
ship and expanding global 
engagement in frontier tech-
nologies.The programme will 
focus on 13 advanced tech-
nology sectors, including arti-
ficial intelligence, semicon-
ductors, next-generation com-
munications, advanced mate-

rials, biotechnology, space 
and defence technologies, and 
Industry 4.0 manufacturing 
systems. It aims to position 
India as a global hub for inno-
vation-driven growth.

As part of the initiative, In-
dia will take 120 deep-tech 
startups to France for pilot 
projects, co-development op-
portunities, research partner-
ships, investment collabora-
tions, and market access.

The conclave, announced 
earlier by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi during the India–
France Year of Innovation, is 
scheduled to be held from 
June 14–16 at the Palais des 
Expositions in Nice, marking 
a major step in global startup 
collaboration.

Goyal discusses Airbus 
India aerospace push

NEW DELHI
 

Piyush Goyal held discus-
sions with the India leader-
ship of Airbus focusing on 
strengthening aerospace 
manufacturing and expand-
ing Maintenance, Repair 
and Overhaul (MRO) capa-
bilities in India. The meet-
ing underlined growing col-
laboration between India 
and global aviation majors 
to build a stronger domestic 
aerospace ecosystem.

During the interaction, 
emphasis was placed on in-
creasing local sourcing, 
boosting aircraft compo-
nent manufacturing, and 
developing India as a glob-
al hub for aviation services. 
A key focus area was the 
expansion of MRO infra-
structure, which is seen as 
critical for reducing depen-
dency on overseas mainte-
nance facilities and improv-
ing turnaround times for 
airlines operating in India.

Officials also discussed 
deepening supply chain in-
tegration and enhancing 
skill development initia-
tives to support advanced 
aerospace manufacturing. 

The engagement aligns 
with India’s broader push 

under the Make in India ini-
tiative to attract high-tech-
nology investments and 
strengthen domestic in-
dustrial capabilities.

India has been actively 
working with global aero-
space firms on major proj-
ects, including aircraft 
assembly lines and com-
ponent manufacturing 
units. 

The country is also ex-
panding its role in civil 
aviation support services, 
with several new MRO fa-
cilities being set up in re-
cent years across key avia-
tion hubs.Experts note that 
India’s aviation market is 
one of the fastest-growing 
globally, creating strong de-
mand for maintenance ser-
vices, aircraft parts, and 
skilled aerospace engineers. 

This makes MRO and 
manufacturing collabora-
tion with companies like 
Airbus strategically import-
ant.

Overall, the meeting re-
flects India’s intent to posi-
tion itself as a major global 
aerospace manufacturing 
and services hub, while also 
strengthening self-reliance 
in critical aviation technol-
ogies and infrastructure.

Gold, silver rise 
as dollar 

weakens globally
MUMBAI

 
Gold and silver prices rose 
sharply on Wednesday, gain-
ing up to 3% in domestic and 
international markets amid a 
weaker US dollar and easing 
oil prices.

On the Multi Commodity 
Exchange (MCX), gold fu-
tures (June 5) opened at 
around ₹1,52,000 per 10 
grams, up ₹2,247 or 1.5%  
from the previous close. 
During the session, prices 
moved higher to ₹1,52,450 
before stabilising with gains 
of nearly 1.8%.

Silver futures (July 3) also 
witnessed strong buying, 
opening higher at ₹2,49,316 
per kg and rising further to 
trade above ₹2,51,000 levels, 
marking gains of over 3% 
during intraday trade.

In global markets, COMEX 
gold advanced nearly 2% to 
around $4,656 per ounce, 
while silver surged more than 
3% to about $76.12 per 
ounce.

Analysts attributed the rise 
to weakness in the US dollar 
index, which fell by about 
0.34% to 97.97. A softer dol-
lar typically makes precious 
metals more attractive for 
global investors, supporting 
demand.

Additionally, crude oil pric-
es remained under pressure, 
with Brent crude slipping 
over 2% and WTI crude fall-
ing around 3 per cent in the 
previous session. 

This helped ease inflation 
concerns and supported bul-
lion sentiment.

Market experts noted that 
gold prices also recovered af-
ter hitting a one-month low, 
aided by reduced geopolitical 
tensions and stable oil move-
ments. However, they cau-
tioned that elevated crude 
prices and expectations of 
prolonged high interest rates 
may limit further upside in 
the near term.Overall, the bul-
lion market remained firm, 
supported by currency weak-
ness and global economic 
cues, even as macroeconomic 
uncertainty continued to in-
fluence investor behaviour 
across commodities.

BLAIZE RAISES $35 MILLION VIA 
STOCK OFFERING

CALIFORNIA
 

Blaize Holdings, Inc. has 
announced the pricing of a 
$35 million public offering 
of its common stock, aimed 
at strengthening its financial 
position and supporting 
general corporate needs.

The company priced the 
offering at $1.85 per share, 
issuing approximately 18.9 
million shares to raise gross 
proceeds of about $35 mil-
lion before expenses and 
underwriting discounts. The 
underwriters have also been 
granted a 30-day option to 
purchase additional shares, 
which could increase total 
proceeds.

According to the an-
nouncement, the offering is 
expected to close on May 7, 

2026, subject to standard 
closing conditions.

 The capital raised will be 
used for working capital 
and general corporate pur-
poses, reflecting the compa-
ny’s ongoing funding re-
quirements as it scales oper-
ations in the AI computing 
sector.

The move comes as 
Blaize continues to expand 
its programmable AI plat-
form, targeting applications 
across edge computing, data 
centers, industrial automa-
tion, and smart infrastruc-
ture. 

The company has been 
positioning itself in the 
competitive AI hardware 
space, where demand for 
efficient inference comput-
ing is rising rapidly.

Market data shows that 
the offering is part of a 
broader trend of AI-focused 
firms tapping public mar-
kets for liquidity amid high 
capital expenditure needs. 
Analysts note that such eq-
uity raises often lead to 
short-term dilution but pro-
vide essential funding for 
long-term growth initia-
tives.Northland Capital 
Markets is serving as sole 
bookrunning manager for 
the offering, with The 
Benchmark Company LLC 
acting as co-manager.Over-
all, the offering highlights 
Blaize’s strategy to secure 
additional capital while pur-
suing expansion in the 
fast-growing artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure mar-
ket.

ASEAN urged to diversify 
energy ties amid crisis

NEW DELHI
 

A recent report has highlight-
ed the need for the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) to strengthen 
energy diversification and 
build partnerships with reli-
able middle powers, including 
India, following disruptions 
caused by the West Asia cri-
sis.ASEAN has been advised 
to reduce dependency on vul-
nerable supply chains after 
geopolitical tensions in West 
Asia exposed weaknesses in 
global energy security. The 
crisis, triggered by conflicts 

involving the Strait of Hor-
muz, has significantly impact-
ed energy flows to several 
Southeast Asian economies.

The report, cited by Malay-
sian media outlet Bernama, 
quotes Associate Professor 
Rahul Mishra of Jawaharlal 
Nehru Universi ty,  who 
stressed that ASEAN coun-
tries should deepen coopera-
tion with middle and emerg-
ing powers in the Indo-Pacific 
region. He specifically men-
tioned India, Japan, Australia, 
Turkey, and the European 
Union as potential strategic 
energy partners.
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Final Returns to Ahmedabad; 
Playoffs Split Across North Venues

Ahmedabad 
to host IPL 

2026 final again; 
playoffs spread 
across northern 

venues

AHMEDABAD
 

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
confirmed that the grand fina-
le of the Indian Premier 
League 2026 will be held at 
the iconic Narendra Modi Sta-
dium in Ahmedabad on May 
31, marking the second con-
secutive year the venue hosts 
the summit clash.

The world’s largest cricket 
stadium continues to cement 
its status as the premier desti-
nation for marquee matches, 
having also staged finals in 
2022 and 2023. With its mas-

sive capacity and modern in-
frastructure, Ahmedabad has 
become a preferred choice for 
high-stakes encounters.

According to the BCCI 
schedule, the playoff phase 
will be distributed across 
northern venues. Qualifier 1, 
featuring the top two teams of 
the league stage, will take 
place on May 26 at the HPCA 
Stadium in Dharamsala. The 
winner of this clash will se-
cure a direct berth in the final.

The action will then shift to 
the New International Cricket 
Stadium in New Chandigarh, 
which is set to host the Elim-

inator on May 27 between the 
third and fourth-placed teams. 
The same venue will also 
stage Qualifier 2 on May 29, 
where the loser of Qualifier 1 
will face the winner of the 
Eliminator for the remaining 
spot in the final.

This multi-city playoff for-
mat aims to enhance fan en-
gagement while showcasing 
cricketing infrastructure 
across regions. Dharamsala’s 
scenic setting and New Chan-
digarh’s emerging venue add 
variety to the high-octane 
knockout stage.

The tournament will culmi-

nate in what promises to be a 
blockbuster finale in Ahmed-
abad, with expectations of a 
packed stadium and a global 
television audience. The 
BCCI emphasised that the fi-
nal at Narendra Modi Stadium 
will provide a fitting conclu-
sion to another thrilling IPL 
season.

IPL 2026 Playoff 
Schedule

n �QUALIFIER 1: May 26 
– Dharamsala

n �ELIMINATOR: May 27 
– New Chandigarh

n �QUALIFIER 2: May 29 
– New Chandigarh

n �FINAL: May 31  
– Ahmedabad

IPL 2026: RCB Eye Batting Revival Against 
Struggling LSG in Crucial Reverse Fixture

BENGALURU
 

Second-placed Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru will look to 
rediscover their batting fluen-
cy when they take on bot-
tom-placed Lucknow Super 
Giants in a crucial reverse 
fixture of the Indian Premier 
League 2026 on Thursday.

With five teams tied on 12 
points, the playoff race has 
intensified, making every 
game pivotal. RCB enter the 
contest after a disappointing 
four-wicket loss to Gujarat 
Titans, where a dramatic mid-
dle-order collapse saw them 
slump from 79 for 2 to 96 for 
6, eventually folding for 155.

Despite that setback, RCB’s 
batting has been one of their 
strengths this season. Virat 
Kohli has led the charge with 
379 runs, while Devdutt Pa-
dikkal and skipper Rajat Pati-
dar have chipped in with 
valuable contributions. With 
Phil Salt sidelined due to in-

jury, young Jacob Bethell will 
be expected to provide ag-
gressive starts alongside 
Kohli.

RCB will also benefit from 
a week’s break, entering the 
clash fresher than their oppo-
nents. Their bowling unit re-
mains a formidable force, led 
by Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Josh Hazlewood, who have 
consistently delivered impact-
ful spells. The duo notably 
dismantled Delhi Capitals for 
just 75 earlier in the tourna-
ment. Krunal Pandya has also 
impressed with his variations, 
while Suyash Sharma and Ro-
mario Shepherd add depth. In 
contrast, LSG’s campaign has 
unravelled, with five losses in 
their last six matches leaving 
them at the bottom of the ta-

ble. Led by Rishabh Pant, the 
side has struggled with incon-
sistency and frequent bat-
ting-order changes. Key play-
ers including Mitchell Marsh, 
Aiden Markram and Nicholas 
Pooran have failed to deliver 
consistently. 

LSG’s bowling has shown 
flashes of promise, with 
Prince Yadav and Mohsin 
Khan leading the wicket 
charts, but death-over strug-
gles have hurt them badly. 
Having already defeated LSG 
by five wickets earlier this 
season, RCB will take confi-
dence into the clash.  With 
momentum, form and playoff 
stakes on the line, the contest 
promises to be a high-pres-
sure encounter under lights, 
starting at 7:30 pm IST.

RCB aim to bounce back 
strongly as LSG battle poor 

form ahead.

Activist Flags ‘Child Labour’ 
Concern Over RR Prodigy 

SOORYAVANSHI
NEW DELHI

 
A controversy has erupted in 
the Indian Premier League 
2026 after a social activist 
threatened legal action against 
Rajasthan Royals over the 
participation of teenage sen-
sation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, 
raising concerns over alleged 
“child labour”.

Activist CM Shivakumar 
Nayak has warned of filing a 
First Information Report 
(FIR) against the IPL Govern-
ing Council, questioning how 
a 15-year-old has been al-
lowed to compete in one of 
the world’s biggest cricket 
leagues. Nayak claimed the 
young cricketer was being 
“exploited” and should in-
stead prioritise his education.

“This is nothing but child 
labour. How can a minor be 
made to play in such a 
high-pressure professional 
league?” Nayak said, adding 
that he would pursue legal 
remedies against the fran-
chise.

However, the legal position 
appears more nuanced. Under 

Indian law, while children be-
low 14 are prohibited from 
working in most sectors, ado-
lescents aged 14 to 18 are per-
mitted to engage in non-haz-
ardous activities under regu-
lated conditions. Sports, in-
cluding professional cricket, 
are generally exempt from the 
definition of hazardous occu-
pations, allowing young ath-
letes to participate with appro-
priate safeguards.

Despite the controversy, 
Sooryavanshi’s rise has been 
nothing short of extraor-
dinary. The left-handed 
batter has taken the 
tournament by storm 
with his explosive 
stroke play, recently 
smashing a blis-
tering 36-ball 
c e n t u r y 
a g a i n s t 
Sunris-
e r s 
Hyder-
a b a d . 
T h e 
knock, fea-
turing 12 sixes 
a n d  f i v e 

boundaries, made him one of 
the fastest centurions in IPL 
history.

He has also etched his 
name in the record books as 
the youngest player to reach 
1,000 runs in T20 cricket, 
achieving the milestone in 
just 473 balls. His fearless 
batting has seen him domi-
nate top bowlers including 
Jasprit Bumrah, Trent Boult 
and Josh Hazlewood.

Adding to his growing pro-
file, Sooryavanshi has report-

edly been shortlisted 
among probables for 
India’s upcoming T20I 
tour of Ireland.

While the legal de-
bate continues, the 
young prodigy’s per-
formances have already 

made him one of 
the most talk-

ed-about fig-
ures of IPL 
2026, spark-
ing both ad-
m i r a t i o n 
and scrutiny 
i n  e q u a l 
measure.

KSCA to Set Up 
Governing Council 

for Maharaja, 
Maharani T20 

Leagues
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka State Cricket 
Association is set to establish 
a dedicated Governing Coun-
cil (GC) to oversee the con-
duct of the Maharaja and Ma-
harani T20 tournaments, 
aligning its structure with 
models followed in leagues 
like the Indian Premier 
League.

The decision will be for-
malised at a Special General 
Meeting (SGM) scheduled for 
Friday, as mandated by KSCA 
bye-laws, which require any 
franchise-based T20 competi-
tion to be administered by a 
Governing Council. The up-
coming Maharaja and Maha-
rani Cups are slated to be held 
in August.

The seven-member GC will 
comprise a mix of ex-officio 
officials, elected representa-
tives and nominees. Key 
members include KSCA Hon-
orary Secretary Santosh Me-
non and Treasurer BN Mad-
hukar, along with former 
managing committee mem-
bers AV Shashidhar and MS 
Keshav. Anita Bhat Wagle 
will also be part of the panel, 
alongside a representative 
from the Accountant Gener-
al’s office and KSCA CEO 
Shubhendu Ghosh.

Interestingly, the election 
process for two GC posts con-
cluded without a contest. 
With only Shashidhar and Ke-
shav remaining in the fray 
after other candidates with-
drew, both are set to be elect-
ed unopposed. KSCA officials 
emphasised that the process 
strictly follows the associa-
tion’s constitutional guide-
lines.

“This is the right way to 
conduct a franchise-based 
tournament. The Governing 
Council must be formed 
through a Special General 
Meeting and should adminis-
ter the event,” a KSCA offi-
cial noted, underlining adher-
ence to established norms.

Apart from ratifying the 
council, the SGM will also 
approve budgets for the twin 
tournaments.

Vettori Hails Nitish’s All-Round 
Value as Key to SRH Balance

HYDERABAD
 

Sunrisers Hyderabad head 
coach Daniel Vettori has 
underlined the importance 
of all-rounder Nitish Ku-
mar, saying his presence 
brings crucial balance to 
the side and simplifies 
team selection in the Indi-
an Premier League 2026.

Nitish’s absence in the 
previous game against 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
forced SRH into a mid-
dle-order reshuffle that 
failed to deliver results. 
However, the all-rounder 
is set to return for the up-
coming clash against Pun-
jab Kings, providing a 
timely boost to the squad.

“Every team has that 
one player who makes se-
lection straightforward. 
Nitish, much like Marco 
Jansen or Marcus Stoinis, 
offers balance and makes 
my life a lot easier,” Vetto-
ri said, highlighting the 
flexibility such players 
bring to team combina-
tions.

The coach noted that Ni-
tish’s dual ability allows 
SRH to maintain depth in 
both batting and bowling 
without compromising on 
either front. His return is 
expected to stabilise the 
lineup, especially in 
pressure situations 
where adaptability is 
key.

Looking ahead to the 
contest, Vettori ac-
k n o w l e d g e d 
the chal-
l e n g e 

posed by Punjab Kings, 
who are currently leading 
the points table. He de-
scribed them as a team 
similar in approach to 
SRH, relying heavily on 
aggressive batting to dom-
inate matches.

“They’re top of the table 
for a reason. Like us, they 
play an attacking brand of 
cricket and look to man-
age things with the ball,” 
Vettori observed, predict-
ing a high-scoring encoun-
ter.

He also offered insight 
into the mindset of bowl-
ers in a tournament domi-
nated by batters. With flat 
pitches and soaring totals 
becoming the norm, Vetto-
ri emphasised that success 
for bowlers lies in damage 
control rather than out-
right domination.

“In conditions like Hy-
derabad, it’s not about 
bowling teams out cheaply 
but about limiting big 
overs. Sometimes figures 
like 1 for 40 can be a very 
good performance,” he ex-
plained. As SRH gear up 
for a crucial phase in the 
tournament, Nitish’s re-
turn could prove pivotal in 

maintaining the 
balance Vettori 

believes is 
essential for 
success in 
t h e 
h i g h - i n -
t e n s i t y 
I P L  
environ-

ment.

IPL 2026: Rohit’s ‘Unique’ Comeback 
Powers MI Revival, Says Rickelton

MUMBAI
 

The return of Rohit Sharma has provided a 
timely boost to Mumbai Indians, with team-
mate Ryan Rickelton describing the veteran’s 
comeback performance as “unique” in the on-
going Indian Premier League 2026.

Coming back after a three-week layoff due 
to a hamstring injury, Rohit wasted no time in 
making an impact. He stitched a commanding 
143-run opening stand with Rickelton, setting 
the platform for Mumbai Indians’ crucial vic-
tory over Lucknow Super Giants at the Wank-
hede Stadium.

Rickelton, who was adjudged Player of the 
Match, praised Rohit’s effortless strokeplay 
and composure. “He’s been on the sidelines for 
a while, but the way he came back and played 
so freely was something special. That’s the 
chemistry we share,” he said.

The South African also highlighted the ef-
fectiveness of their left-right opening combi-
nation, noting how it adds variety and pressure 
on opposition bowlers. “We complement each 
other well. We target different areas and are 
clear about our approach, which helps us build 
strong partnerships,” Rickelton explained.

The Wankhede surface further aided their 
cause, offering ideal batting conditions that the 
duo exploited with precision. Their partnership 
not only anchored the chase but also revived 

Mumbai’s playoff hopes after a string of dis-
appointing results.

While it was a night to remember for Mum-
bai, the struggles continued for LSG skipper 
Rishabh Pant, who once again failed to make 
a significant contribution with the bat. Despite 
mounting scrutiny, head coach Justin Langer 
dismissed suggestions linking Pant’s form to 
his hefty price tag.

“Leadership brings its own pressures, and he 
handles it with remarkable composure. The 
money has nothing to do with his performanc-
es,” Langer stated, backing his captain.

For Mumbai Indians, however, the focus re-
mains on building momentum. Rohit’s return 
to form at a crucial juncture could prove deci-
sive as the team pushes for a late surge into the 
playoffs, with renewed confidence and a set-
tled opening combination strengthening their 
campaign.

Rayudu Takes Charge as HCA Head of 
Cricket Operations, Promises Reforms

HYDERABAD
 

Former India cricketer Am-
bati Rayudu has been appoint-
ed head of cricket operations 
at the Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation, marking a signifi-
cant administrative shift 
aimed at revitalising the re-
gion’s cricketing structure.

Rayudu, who assumes the 
role on a three-year term, out-
lined an ambitious roadmap 
focused on reform, transpar-
ency and professionalism. 
Central to his vision is the 
separation of cricketing mat-
ters from administrative pro-
cesses, ensuring that players 
remain the top priority.

“I want to serve Hyderabad 
cricket and build a system 
where fairness and merit drive 
selection across all age 

groups,” Rayudu said, ad-
dressing long-standing con-
cerns over transparency. He 
emphasised that improving 
player welfare and streamlin-
ing operations would be his 
primary responsibilities.

One of his immediate goals 
is to tackle corruption and re-
duce human interference in 
decision-making. Rayudu re-
vealed plans to introduce a 
structured player contract sys-
tem, similar to models adopt-
ed by leading state associa-
tions, to bring accountability 
and stability. He also pro-
posed automation of cricket-
ing operations to enhance ef-
ficiency and eliminate bias.

Looking ahead, the former 
middle-order batter aims to 
establish a state-of-the-art 
centre of excellence, drawing 

inspiration from facilities in 
Bengaluru. He stressed the 
importance of open trials to 
identify and nurture grass-
roots talent, ensuring equal 
opportunities for aspiring 
cricketers across the state.

HCA secretary M. Jeevan 
Reddy highlighted parallel 
efforts to expand cricket in-
frastructure beyond urban 
centres. New grounds have 
been developed in Mahabub-
nagar and Karimnagar, while 
land has been acquired in Ni-
zamabad. Plans are also un-
derway to secure venues in 
Khammam, Warangal and 
Nalgonda in the coming 
months. In a bid to strengthen 
governance, the association 
has constituted a four-member 
anti-corruption unit headed by 
Retd.

Samson prioritises 
team over ton as 
CSK beat DC in 

IPL 2026
NEW DELHI

 
Sanju Samson underlined his 
team-first approach after 
guiding Chennai Super Kings 
to a crucial eight-wicket win 
over Delhi Capitals, revealing 
he consciously avoided chas-
ing a century during the IPL 
2026 clash.

Samson anchored the chase 
with an unbeaten 87 off 52 
balls on a challenging surface 
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium, 
ensuring CSK stayed on track 
in a must-win encounter. 

His composed innings 
came after the visitors’ bowl-
ers restricted Delhi to 155/7, 
with spinners tightening the 
middle overs effectively.

Despite being within reach 
of a hundred, Samson said he 
chose not to focus on person-
al milestones. 

“A hundred is always spe-
cial, but I didn’t want to be 
selfish. Winning the match 
for the team was more im-
portant,” he said after the 
game.

CSK’s chase had a shaky 
start, slipping to 45/2, but 
Samson steadied the innings 
before accelerating. 

He found strong support 
from Kartik Sharma, with the 
duo stitching together an un-
beaten 114-run partnership 
that sealed victory in just 
17.3 overs.

The win marked Chennai’s 
fifth of the season and sig-
nificantly boosted their play-
off hopes. Samson’s consis-
tency has been central to their 
campaign, with the skipper 
emerging as one of the lead-
ing run-scorers this season.


