
BENGALURU

A six-year-old girl was alleged-
ly abducted and murdered in a 
migrant colony at Pattandur 
Agrahara in Whitefield, east 
Bengaluru, police said on 
Wednesday. The child belonged 
to a family of migrant labourers 
from West Bengal.
Her father, Injamul Sheikh, 
filed a complaint on January 
6 after the girl went missing 
the previous afternoon. 
Sheikh suspected Yusuf Meer, 
another migrant worker from 
West Bengal living nearby, 
police said. Both families 
were engaged in daily wage 

work and rag-picking, sources 
added.
Authorities later discovered 
the girl’s body in a dry canal 
close to the colony. A senior 
police officer said, “The sus-
pect is at large and a search is 
on to trace him. Prima facie, 

it is suspected the juvenile 
was strangled to death. No 
evident signs of sexual assault 
were found. A post-mortem 
report is awaited.”
The suspect is likely to face 
charges of kidnapping and 
murder once apprehended. 

Police are intensifying efforts 
to locate Meer and urged res-
idents to provide any informa-
tion that could assist in the 
investigation.
The community is reeling 
from the tragedy, highlighting 
safety concerns in the area’s 
migrant settlements. Authori-
ties have promised strict ac-
tion and continuous monitor-
ing to prevent such incidents 
in the future.
This case comes amid grow-
ing awareness of child safety 
issues in Bengaluru, prompt-
ing calls for tighter security 
and vigilance in vulnerable 
neighbourhoods.

Six-year-old girl abducted, murdered; body 
found in dry canal in Agrahara, Bengaluru
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The Truth Speaks

Modi speaks with Netanyahu, 
discusses India-Israel strategic ties 
Leaders exchange New Year greetings, reaffirm zero tolerance on terrorism, back durable regional peace

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday (January 
7, 2026) spoke with his Israe-
li counterpart Benjamin Net-
anyahu, exchanging New 
Year greetings and discussing 
ways to further strengthen the 
India-Israel strategic partner-
ship, while also reviewing the 
situation in West Asia and the 
proposed Gaza Peace Plan.

According to a statement 
from the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO), Mr. Netanyahu 
called Modi and shared an 
update on developments in 
the region, including the Gaza 
peace initiative. The two lead-
ers wished peace and prosper-
ity to the people of both coun-
tries and reiterated their com-
mitment to closer bilateral 

cooperation.
“The Prime Minister reaf-

firmed India’s consistent sup-
port for efforts towards a just 
and durable peace in the re-
gion,” the PMO said, under-
l i n i n g  N e w  D e l h i ’ s 
long-standing position on di-
alogue and stability in West 
Asia.

In a post on X, Modi said 
he was “glad to speak” with 
his “friend” Benjamin Net-
anyahu and noted that the 
leaders discussed ways to 
deepen the India-Israel Strate-
gic Partnership in the year 
ahead. Both leaders ex-
changed views on the region-
al security situation and reaf-
firmed their shared resolve to 
combat terrorism with greater 
determination.

The statement added that 

the two sides reiterated a ze-
ro-tolerance approach towards 
terrorism “in all its forms and 
manifestations” and agreed to 
continue cooperation based 
on shared democratic values, 
mutual trust and a for-
ward-looking vision.

The conversation followed 
an earlier exchange between 
the two leaders in December, 
when Netanyahu had briefed 
Modi on the West Asia situa-
tion. India had then reiterated 
support for early implementa-
tion of the Gaza Peace Plan.

A week later, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
met Netanyahu, with both 
sides expressing confidence 
that cooperation in areas such 
as technology, economy, con-
nectivity and security would 
continue to grow.

Happy to speak with my friend, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
and to convey to him and to the people of Israel my best wishes for 
the new year. We discussed ways to further strengthen the strategic 
partnership between India and Israel in the coming year. We also 
exchanged views on the regional situation and reaffirmed our shared 
determination to combat terrorism with even greater resolve.

—Narendra Modi, PM of India

India’s GDP 
growth projected 
to be 7.4% in FY26

NEW DELHI 

India’s economy is projected 
to grow at a robust 7.4% in 
the financial year 2025-26, 
according to the first advance 
estimates of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) released by 
the National Statistics Office 
(NSO), up from 6.5% in the 
previous year. Nominal GDP 
is expected to rise by 8.0%, 
reflecting strong overall eco-
nomic momentum.

The services sector is esti-
mated to be the primary driv-
er, contributing to a projected 
real GVA growth of 7.3%. 
Within the tertiary sector, Fi-
nancial, Real Estate, and Pro-
fessional Services, along with 
Public Administration, De-
fence, and Other Services, are 
expected to expand by 9.9% 
at constant prices. Trade, Ho-
tels, Transport, Communica-
tion, and Broadcasting-related 
services are forecast to grow 
7.5%. Manufacturing and 
construction in the secondary 
sector are estimated to expand 
by 7.0%, while agriculture 
and allied activities are ex-
pected to record moderate 
growth of 3.1%. Utility ser-
vices, including electricity, 
gas, and water supply, are 
projected to grow 2.1%.

Private consumption is an-
ticipated to rise by 7.0%, 
and gross fixed capital for-
mation is expected to in-
crease by 7.8%, up from 
7.1% in FY 2024-25.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has projected GDP 
growth at 7.3% for FY 2025-
26, noting sustained domestic 
activity with strong rural de-
mand, improving urban con-
sumption, healthy investment, 
and steady manufacturing and 
services growth. Agricultural 
output, GST rationalisation, 
low inflation, and supportive 
corporate and financial con-
ditions are expected to un-
derpin growth. While mer-
chandise exports may face 
challenges, services exports 
are likely to remain resilient, 
and ongoing reforms and 
trade negotiations could pro-
vide additional upside.

RBI GDP growth 
estimates

FY 2025-26 (Annual)
n �Projected Growth: 7.3%
Quarterly Projections:
n �Q3 2025-26: 7.0%

n �Q4 2025-26: 6.5%

FY 2026-27 (Q1 & Q2)
n �Q1 2026-27: 6.7%
n �Q2 2026-27: 6.8%

I will stay in politics as long as 
people’s blessings are with me: CM
HAVERI

 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
stated that public support is 
essential for a political career, 
and it is due to the blessings 
of the people that he has come 
this far. “I will remain in pol-
itics as long as the people’s 
blessings are with me. My 
governance has brought satis-
faction,” he said.

Speaking to the media to-
day at the helipad of Kolli 
Polytechnic in Haveri, the 
CM highlighted the comple-
tion of Haveri Medical Col-
lege, which cost around ₹500 
crore. “I had announced the 
project and am inaugurating it 
myself. The third batch is al-
ready underway,” he added.

Responding to BJP criticism 
claiming his government has 
left projects incomplete, Sidda-
ramaiah asserted that the oppo-
sition is spreading falsehoods. 
On GST, he explained that the 

central government had im-
posed a 24% GST eight years 
ago, and the state later reduced 
its share. Karnataka now faces 
an annual loss of ₹5,000–6,000 
crore, receiving only ₹60–70 
thousand crore against ₹4.5 
lakh crore due, while state proj-
ects like the Bhadra irrigation 
project (₹5,300 crore), the Pe-
ripheral Ring Road (₹3,000 
crore), and Bangalore lake de-

velopment (₹3,000 crore) re-
main underfunded.

He questioned why BJP, de-
spite being in power for four 
years, could not complete the 
medical college. “We have 
taken charge and ensured its 
completion,” he emphasized, 
underlining his government’s 
commitment to fulfilling de-
velopment promises and com-
pleting pending projects.

Is the state’s Home Minister 
just a rubber stamp?: HDK

NEW DELHI 
 

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy strongly criti-
cized the Karnataka govern-
ment, questioning whether 
the state has only a “rubber 
stamp” Home Minister. Ad-
dressing the media in New 
Delhi, he asked how Deputy 
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar had the authority to 
hold a meeting with police 
officials in Ballari. “Who 
gave him that 
power? Doesn’t 
the state have a 
Home Minis-
ter?” he asked.

K u m a r a s -
wamy alleged 
that the govern-
ment is trying to suppress 
the truth behind the Ballari 
clash incident. He said he 
has credible sources who 
have provided him with fac-
tual information, and after 
verifying it, he chose to 
speak publicly so people can 
know the reality.

Questioning the Deputy 
Chief Minister’s interven-
tion in Home Department 
affairs, he asked what role 
the Congress fact-finding 
committee truly has when 
complaints were already 
filed against those responsi-
ble within the Congress it-
self. He further alleged that 
the government is attempt-
ing to “bury” the entire case. 
“Will anyone open fire on 
the street just because of a 
banner issue? Why was the 
deceased Congress worker’s 
body cremated immediately 
after the postmortem? The 

government must answer,” 
he demanded.

He also targeted Minister 
Priyank Kharge, asking him 
to first explain what devel-
opment he and his father 
contributed to their own 
constituency. Kumaras-
wamy added that even po-
lice officials believe that if 
the case is honestly investi-
gated, many powerful peo-
ple may be exposed.

NEW DELHI

The names of 6.5 crore electors 
were removed from the draft 
electoral rolls of nine states and 
three Union territories pub-
lished in the past days as part of 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) being carried 
out by the Election Commis-
sion. Before Phase 2 of the 
SIR, which commenced on Oc-
tober 27, the 12 states and UTs 
had 50.90 crore electors.

After the separate draft rolls 
were published, the number of 
electors dwindled to 44.40 
crore. EC officials said the 
names of those removed from 

the draft rolls have been put in 
the 'ASD' or absent, shifted and 
dead/duplicate category.

Phase II of the SIR began in 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Lakshadweep, Chhattisgarh, 
Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh and West Bengal on 

November 4.
In Assam, a separate 'special 

revision' of electoral rolls is in 
progress. The last SIR in states 
will serve as the cut-off date, 
just as the 2003 voter list of Bi-
har was used by the ECI for 
intensive revision.Most states 
had the last SIR of the voter list 
between 2002 and 2004.

The primary aim of the SIR 
is to weed out foreign illegal 
migrants by checking their 
place of birth. The move as-
sumes significance in the wake 
of a crackdown in various 
states on illegal migrants, in-
cluding those from Bangladesh 
and Myanmar.

SIR Phase 2: 6.5 cr names removed 
from draft rolls of 12 states, UTs 

Govt transfers 
DIG Vartika 

Katiyar, 
appoints new SP

BALLARI
 �The Karnataka gov-

ernment on Wednes-
day transferred 
Ballari Range Deputy 
Inspector General of 
Police (DIG) Vartika 
Katiyar in the wake of 
recent clashes in Bal-
lari that claimed one 
life. Dr P.S. Harsha, 
IPS, who was await-
ing posting, has been 
appointed as the new 
Inspector General of 
Police (IGP), Ballari 
Range.

 �The government has 
also named Suman 
D. Pennekar as the 
new Superintendent 
of Police (SP) of 
Ballari district. Pen-
nekar replaces Pavan 
Nejjur, who was 
suspended following 
the incident.

BJP accuses Hubballi police of disrobing woman
HUBBALLI 

 
A viral video showing a woman 
partially undressed inside a po-
lice van in Hubballi has trig-
gered a political confrontation 
between BJP and Congress 
leaders. The incident, related to 
events on January 5, escalated 
after BJP leaders accused the 
police of forcibly stripping BJP 
worker Sujata Handi and as-
saulting her while detaining her.

The detention followed ten-
sions in Chalukya Nagar after 
allegations by resident Shivani 
Prashanth Bommaji and Con-
gress corporator Suvarna 
Kallakuntla that BJP workers 
had accompanied a Booth Lev-

el Officer (BLO) during voter 
family mapping on January 2 
and assaulted residents who 
questioned them. Police later 
detained Sujata and others.

BJP leaders claimed Sujata 
was only guiding the BLO and 
that Congress leaders influ-
enced police action. BJP MLA 
Mahesh Tenginakai accused the 
police of inhumane treatment 
and demanded suspension of 
those responsible.

Hubballi-Dharwad Police 
Commissioner N Shashi Ku-
mar denied BJP’s allegations, 
stating that Sujata undressed 

herself inside the vehicle, 
attempted to assault police 

personnel—including women 
officers—and tried to escape. 

Nagalakshmi Choudhary, 
Chairperson of the Women’s 

Commission, also said that the 
woman had undressed herself 

after the arrest. She clarified 
that the viral video was record-

ed by the woman herself. 

Police Chief, Women 
Commission says woman 

undressed herself

UNION BUDGET 2026 TO BE 
PRESENTED ON FEBRUARY 1
NEW DELHI: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will pres-
ent the Union Budget 2026-27 on Sunday, February 1, marking 
the first time in recent memory that the Budget will be present-
ed on a Sunday. The Budget Session of Parliament will com-

mence with the President’s address on January 28, followed by 
the tabling of the Economic Survey on January 29. The first 
part of the session will run from January 28 to February 13, 
while the second part will take place between March 9 and 

April 2.This will be FM Sitharaman’s ninth consecutive Union 
Budget and the 88th Budget since India’s independence. 

M’rashtra Civic Polls: BJP, Congress, 
NCP join hands to sideline Shiv Sena
THANE

 
In a surprising political twist, 
arch rivals BJP and Congress, 
along with Ajit Pawar-led NCP, 
have joined forces to keep 
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena 
out of power in Ambernath 
Municipal Council (AMC) in 
Thane district. The move deals 
a major blow to Shinde Senior 
and Junior, who have long 
commanded the region’s poli-
tics. Ambernath, part of the 
Kalyan Lok Sabha constituen-
cy represented by Dr Shrikant 

Shinde, has traditionally been a 
Shiv Sena stronghold. In the 
59-ward AMC elections, Shiv 
Sena had won 23 seats, BJP 16, 
Congress 12, and NCP 4. BJP’s 
Tejashree Karanjule was elect-
ed council president through a 
direct vote. By combining forc-
es, BJP (16), Congress (12), 
and NCP (4) now hold 32 seats, 
comfortably outnumbering 
Shiv Sena. The alliance, named 
the Ambernath City Develop-
ment Front, is being justified as 
a coalition for the city’s “over-
all development.”
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Children who ask questions are tomorrow’s scientists: MLA N. H. Konareddy
NAVALGUND

 
Navalgund MLA N. H. 
Konareddy has said that a 
child who asks questions to-
day is a scientist of tomorrow. 
Speaking as the chief guest at 
a state-level science exhibi-
tion at Gyan Vikas Training 
Institute in Rayapura, he em-
phasized that science fairs are 
more than model displays—
they are festivals of creativity, 
curiosity, and scientific think-
ing. “Students are showcasing 
imagination, hard work, and 
innovative ideas. The process 
of observing, questioning, ex-

perimenting, and discovering 
bui lds  conf idence  and 
strengthens the ability to 
solve problems scientifically,” 

he said.
Dr. Ishwara Ullagaddi, Ad-

ditional Commissioner of 
School Education, Belgaum 

Division, highlighted that sci-
ence is present in daily life—
from mobile phones to medi-
cal treatments and space re-

search. He encouraged par-
ents to support their children’s 
curiosity and experimenta-
tion, adding that a child who 
experiments today can be-
come a scientist tomorrow.

Ishwara Nayak, Director of 
the School Education Depart-
ment, Belgaum Division, ad-
vised students to continue 
learning, imagining, and ex-
perimenting. He stressed that 
teachers play a vital role in 
shaping scientific minds, pre-
paring students for careers in 
science, medicine, engineer-
ing, and environmental fields.

Deputy Director (A) and 

Public Relations Officer Diet 
Basavaraj Nalathwada said 
the exhibition fosters a scien-
tific attitude, develops team-
work and problem-solving 
skills, and connects imagina-
tion with real-life knowledge.

The program included a 
welcome speech by SS Kelad-
imat, an introductory talk by 
senior lecturer Deepaka 
Kulkarni, and a prayer by Dr. 
Gayatri Joshi. Students of RN 
Shetty Government High 
School sang the national 
song, while lecturers Kumar 
Hulagura, Geetha Chuluki, 
and Irayya Venkatapuramath 

compered the event. A total of 
15 individual, 10 group stu-
dent models, and 10 teacher 
models were selected for the 
South India Zonal Level Ex-
hibition in Telangana. Several 
dignitaries and officials, in-
cluding Deputy Director Gir-
ish Padaki, Agricultural Uni-
versity scientist Dr. Raviku-
mar Hosamani, BEOs, DYPC 
SM Hudedamani, and educa-
tion officers, were present to 
encourage the participants.

The event celebrated cre-
ativity, innovation, and the 
joy of scientific discovery 
among young minds.

QUESTIONING LEAD TO KNOWLEDGE
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Koppal invites 
applications for women 

entrepreneurship training

Gadag former athletes 
asked to submit life 

certificates

Tahsildar Raju 
Mavarkar takes charge 
of Kundgol Panchayat

KOPPAL
The Karnataka Entrepre-

neurship Development 
Center (CIDAC), Koppal, 
is organizing a ten-day 

Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Training Program 

for Scheduled Caste 
women starting self-em-
ployment, officials said 
Wednesday. Sponsored 

by the State Department 
of Skill Development, the 
program will cover busi-
ness setup, government 

schemes, banking, market 
surveys, project reports, 

advertising, and entrepre-
neurship management. 

Eligible women aged 18 to 
45 with PUC qualification 
can apply by January 11 at 
the CIDAC office in Kop-

pal. Applicants must sub-
mit Aadhaar, caste certifi-

cate, ration card copies, 
and three passport pho-

tos. For more details, con-
tact the Joint Director at 

7204016012.

GADAG
The Youth Empowerment 
and Sports Department 

has reminded former 
wrestlers and athletes re-

ceiving monthly allow-
ances to submit their life 
certificates by the end of 
January 2026. Allowance 
holders who have repre-
sented and won at state, 
national, or international 

levels must personally 
submit two passport-size 
photographs and a copy 
of their Aadhaar card at 
the Assistant Director’s 

office in K.H. Patil District 
Stadium, Gadag. Officials 

warned that failure to 
comply will result in with-
holding of allowances. For 
more information, Deven-
drappa Gada can be con-
tacted at 9845117049, the 

department said in a 
statement.

KUNDGOL
Tahsildar Raju Ma Varakar 
has assumed office as the 
administrator of Kundgol 

Town Panchayat from 
Wednesday, officials said. 
The appointment follows 
the expiry of the term of 

the 2019-elected 
panchayat members. The 
Urban Development De-
partment of Karnataka 

directed the local Tahsil-
dar to take over adminis-

trative responsibilities. 
Raju Ma Varakar was wel-

comed at the office by 
Town Panchayat Chief 

C.V. Kulkarni, Inspector of 
Police Gangadhar 

Sankhya, and staff mem-
bers. Officials said the 

takeover ensures smooth 
governance and uninter-
rupted civic services until 

new elections are held, 
marking a transition in lo-

cal administration.

Pralhad Joshi condemns 
Hubballi police brutality

Minister Joshi blamed police misuse of power after a complaint, citing 
women’s insecurity and state administration mismanagement

HUBBALLI
 

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi 
has strongly condemned the 
incident at Keshwapur police 
station in Hubballi, where an 
innocent woman was report-
edly beaten by police offi-
cers. Speaking on Wednes-
day, he called the act “an 
unforgivable crime” and crit-
icized the indecent treatment 
of the woman, describing it 
as a serious embarrassment 
for civil society.

Minister Joshi alleged 
that the incident oc-
curred after a com-
plaint by a Congress 
corporator against a 
BJP worker and re-
flected the police’s 
misuse of pow-

er. He said the act is a worry-
ing sign of women’s insecu-
rity in the state and highlight-
ed what he described as mis-
management by the state ad-
ministration.

“The Congress government 
has destroyed peace and or-

der in Karnata-
ka.  It is car-

rying out 
oppres-

s i o n 
a n d 

b e -

having like the Tughlaq dy-
nasty,” Joshi said. 

He further criticized the 
state government, claiming 
that the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister are 
more focused on internal 
conflicts than on the welfare 
and safety of the public. Ac-
cording to him, the people of 
the state are forced to live in 
fear due to the negligence of 
law enforcement authorities.

The Minister demanded 
immediate legal action 
against the police personnel 

involved in the incident, 
as well as against any-

one responsible for 
orchestrating the al-
leged attack. He 
stressed that ac-
countability is nec-

essary to restore public con-
fidence in law enforcement 
and protect women from ha-
rassment and violence.

This statement was issued 
as part of a press release by 
Chandrashekhar Belawadi, 
highlighting the urgency of 
the matter and calling for 
prompt government re-
sponse.

The Hubballi incident has 
sparked widespread discus-
sion on social media and 
among political circles, rais-
ing concerns about the treat-
ment of citizens by authori-
ties and the safety of women 
in public spaces. 

Authorities have yet to is-
sue a formal response, but 
the pressure is mounting for 
swift action.

Janardhana Reddy 
alleges intentional 

killing incident
BALLARI

 
Ballari witnessed a fresh po-
litical controversy as MLA 
Gali Janardhana Reddy al-
leged that Congress worker 
Rajashekhar Reddy was killed 
intentionally during the recent 
city riot. The statement was 
made at a media conference 
held at Janardhana Reddy’s 
residence on Wednesday, 
where a video of the incident 
was also released.

Speaking to reporters, 
Janardhana Reddy claimed 
that an attempt was made to 
kill Chanala Shekhar, a close 
associate of City MLA Bharat 
Reddy, alongside Rajashekhar 
Reddy. “Shekhar fortunately 
escaped, but the masterminds, 
City MLA Bharat Reddy and 
his aide Satish Reddy, must 
be arrested immediately,” he 
said.

Janardhana Reddy alleged 
that during the scuffle, Satish 
Reddy, described as a gun-
man, fired directly at Ra-
jashekhar Reddy during a 
police lathi charge and even 
fired a shot into the air. He 
added that the plan aimed to 
blame the incident on Janard-
hana Reddy and former Min-
ister Sriramulu but failed. 
“An innocent life was lost, 
and the responsible MLAs 
and their associates should 
face immediate arrest,” he 
said, urging Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah to act.

Janardhana Reddy further 
claimed that the motive be-
hind the incident was to target 
two communities, as political 
tensions were high, with sup-
port for BJP being a factor. 
He described the incident as 
part of a systematic plot and 
criticized the handling of the 
situation by the authorities.

He announced that the BJP 
core committee has decided to 
escalate the matter by handing 
it over to the CBI for investi-
gation. 

A large protest and public 
conference have been sched-
uled in Ballari city on January 
17, 2026, to press the state 
government for action.

The press conference was 
attended by former Minister 
Sriramulu, former MP Sanna 
Fakirappa, Mandal President 
Venkataraman, BJP State Sec-
retary K.S. Diwakar, and oth-
er party leaders. Janardhana 
Reddy’s remarks have added 
a new layer of political ten-
sion to the city, keeping both 
parties and law enforcement 
under scrutiny.

Janardhana Reddy 
claimed Satish Reddy 
fired at Rajashekhar 

Reddy during a police 
lathi charge, blaming 

Janardhana and 
Sriramulu, urging CM 

Siddaramaiah to arrest 
responsible MLAs.

New Police Shooting Centre 
Boosts Training Capacity

YAMAKANAMARADI
 

Public Works Minister Satish 
Jarkiholi said that the newly 
inaugurated police shooting 
training centre near Pashcha-
pur village in Hukkeri taluk 
will greatly enhance the 
working capacity of the police 
department. He expressed 
happiness that Belagavi dis-
trict has finally received its 
own shooting training facility, 
which was a long-standing 
requirement.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the centre in the Yamakana-
maradi constituency, the min-
ister said that although shoot-
ing centres exist in other dis-

tricts, Belagavi lacked such 
an important facility. Until 
now, police personnel had to 
depend on army shooting 
ranges for their training 
needs. With the establishment 
of this centre, the department 
will have its own dedicated 
space for regular and ad-
vanced shooting practice.

Minister Jarkiholi said the 
new training centre is an im-
portant step towards strength-
ening police preparedness and 
improving professional skills. 
He added that such infrastruc-
ture will help police personnel 
perform their duties more ef-
fectively and confidently in 
challenging situations.

Superintendent of Police 
Dr. Bhimashankar Guled said 
the centre would support sys-
tematic training and improve 
accuracy and discipline 
among officers. Additional 
Superintendent of Police R.B. 
Basaragi, Ashok Jhunjarwad, 
C.P. Amjad Musapuri, and 
other senior police officers 
were present at the inaugura-
tion ceremony.

The event marked a signif-
icant development for the Be-
lagavi district police, as the 
shooting training centre is 
expected to play a key role in 
modernizing training methods 
and enhancing overall depart-
mental efficiency.

Inamdar Sugars boiler explosion kills three, injures five
BELAGAVI

 
A boiler accident at Inam-
dar Sugars near Marakumbi 
in Bailahongala taluk 
claimed three lives and left 
five workers seriously in-
jured on Wednesday after-
noon. The incident oc-
curred around 2 pm under 
the jurisdiction of Mur-
godha Police Station.

The explosion happened 
in compartment number 1 
of the sugar factory while 
workers were repairing a 
wall. Hot boiler material 
spilled onto the workers, 
causing severe burns.

The deceased have been 
identified as Deepaka Mu-
navalli (31) from Nesaragi 
village, Sudarshan Banoshi 
(25) from Chikkamunaval-
li village, and Akshay Cho-
pade (45) from Jamkhandi. 
The injured include Bharat 
Basappa Saravadi (27), Ra-

ghavendra Gilihosura (35), 
Manju Teradala (35), Man-
ju Kajagar (28), and Guru 
Tamannavar.

The severely burned 
workers were transported 
to a private hospital in Be-
lagavi from Bailahongal 
under zero-traffic condi-
tions. One injured person 
was admitted to Bailahon-
gala Hospital.

District Superintendent 
of Police K. Ramarajan 
visited the hospital to in-
spect the situation and told 
media, “The cause of the 
incident is currently un-
known. We will investigate 
based on complaints re-
ceived.”

The Inamdar Sugar Fac-
tory is owned by Vikram 
Inamdar, son of former 
minister D.B. Inamdar. Au-
thorities have warned that 
the death toll may rise as 
investigations continue.

Three workers were killed and five serious-
ly injured in a boiler explosion at Inamdar 

Sugars near Marakumbi in Belagavi district 
on Wednesday afternoon. The accident 

occurred during repair work, with hot boiler 
material causing severe burns. Police have 

launched an investigation as authorities 
warn the death toll may rise.

HR Commission Chairman 
visits honor killing site

HUBBALLI
 

State Human Rights Com-
mission Chairman T. Shy-
am Bhat visited Inam 
Veerapur village in Hub-
balli taluk to investigate a 
recent honor killing and 
meet the victim’s family. 
During the visit, he in-
spected the house and the 
location of the incident in-
volving the deceased, 
Vivekananda, and spoke 
with local residents and 
police officials. Chairman 
Bhat said the case is being 
taken very seriously and 
the commission will rec-
ommend strict legal action 
against the perpetrators. 
He emphasized the need to 
promote equality, coexis-
tence, and human values in 
society. Officials from the 
district administration, dis-
trict panchayat, police, and 
social welfare department 
were instructed to organize 

public awareness programs 
to ensure everyone under-
stands that human rights 
violations are unaccept-
able. He directed authori-
ties to provide necessary 
security to Dalit families, 
ensure government welfare 
schemes reach them, and 
conduct a transparent in-
vestigation. Peace meet-
ings will continue in the 
village to remove fear and 
build trust among resi-
dents.  The chairman also 
stressed the importance of 
mental support, legal as-
sistance, and relief mea-
sures for the victim’s fam-
ily. Deputy Commissioner 
Divya Prabhu confirmed 
that the district adminis-
tration has proposed set-
ting up a fast-track court 
to handle the case, ap-
pointing a special prosecu-
tor for the aggrieved fam-
ily and providing special 
compensation.

Gadag leader 
criticizes state 
police handling
GADAG

 
Hindu organization leader Raju 
Khanappanavar has strongly 
criticized the state government, 
claiming it is treating the Gadag 
district police the same way it 
has handled the Ballari police. 
Khanappanavar said the Con-
gress-led government under 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
has failed to maintain law and 
order and accused officials of 
acting with double standards. 
He highlighted the case of the 
killing of a Congress worker in 
Gani Nadu, Ballari, allegedly 
by MLA N.R. Bharat Reddy’s 
bodyguard. Following the inci-
dent, Pawan Nammura, a 
2016-batch IPS officer serving 
as the Senior Superintendent of 
Police in Ballari, was suspend-
ed. Khanappanavar alleged this 
move was an attempt to appease 
the MLA while avoiding proper 
action against the real perpetra-
tors. Khanappanavar also re-
ferred to a separate incident in 
Shirahatti, Gadag district, where 
PSI Eerappa Ritti allegedly at-
tacked Somappa Budappa La-
mani, a farmer returning from 
his fields, abused him based on 
caste, and looted ₹32,000.
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Taluk Development Board Member to 
'Mukhya Mantri'- a 48-year-long political journey

Tracing Siddaramaiah’s political journey, this piece shows how a committed socialist 
reshaped Karnataka’s electoral history, challenged entrenched power, and redefined 

governance through resilience, strategy, and mass connect with enduring appeal.

h e n  S i d d a r a m a i a h 
crossed the historic mile-
stone of becoming Kar-
nataka’s longest-serving 

Chief Minister, surpassing the record 
set by the legendary late D. Devaraja 
Urs, it was more than a personal 
achievement. It was a moment that 
encapsulated decades of ideological 
battles, political reinvention, grass-
roots struggles and an unyielding 
commitment to social justice. Unlike 
many leaders who inherit political 
legacies, Siddaramaiah’s journey has 
been one carved out of adversity. 
Born in a modest Kuruba family at 
Siddaramaiyanahundi village Mysuru 
taluk of Mysuru district, his rise from 
village politics to the pinnacle of state 
power is a story deeply rooted in the 
soil of Karnataka’s social movements.

Siddaramaiah’s political conscious-
ness was shaped not in corridors of 
power but in the classrooms and agita-
tions inspired by the Lohia–JP socialist 
tradition. Trained as a lawyer, he en-
tered politics through the student move-
ment, absorbing the values of equality, 
secularism and redistribution of power. 

His early association with leaders like 
Prof M.D.Nanjundaswamy and the 
Ram Manohar Lohia school of thought 
laid the foundation for a politics that 
consistently spoke for the marginal-
ised—Dalits, backward classes, mi-
norities and the poor. This ideologi-
cal grounding would later become 
his defining political identity. Few 
leaders in Karnataka politics have 
survived as many ideological and 
party transitions as Siddaramaiah. 
From the Janata Party to the Janata 
Dal, from Janata Dal (Secular) to the 
Indian National Congress, his polit-
ical evolution mirrors the churn of 
Karnataka’s coalition era. Critics 
often questioned his party shifts, but 
supporters saw a leader adapting to 
political realities without abandon-
ing his core beliefs. 

Each transition sharpened his politi-
cal instincts, teaching him the art of 
survival in a fractured mandate era. His 
break with H.D. Deve Gowda and 
eventual move to the Congress was a 
turning point. He launched a party, All 
India Progressive Janata Dal (AIPJD) 
with a fond hope of building a strong 

alternative to two national parties but 
he gave up after seeing the  bleak future 
of some of the regional parties floated 
by other political leaders of Karnataka.

So, he jumped to the Congress, 
where he found a national platform 
and the organisational backing to 
translate his ideas into governance.

When Siddaramaiah became Chief 
Minister in 2013, he was not merely 
another Congress leader occupying 
the chair. He arrived with a clear 
agenda—restore the state’s secular 
fabric, strengthen welfare governance 
and reclaim the Congress’s social jus-
tice plank. Schemes like Anna Bhag-
ya, Ksheera Bhagya, Indira Canteen, 
Shaadi Bhagya and Krishi Bhagya 
were not just welfare programmes; 
they were political statements. They 
redefined the Congress’s connection 
with the poor and helped Siddara-
maiah earn the title of “Ahinda lead-
er”—a champion of minorities, back-
ward classes and Dalits.

His tenure was marked by fiscal 
discipline combined with welfare ex-
pansion, earning praise even from 
political opponents. Karnataka’s 

economy remained stable while so-
cial spending increased—a balance 
few governments manage.

Comparisons with D. Deva-
raja Urs are inevitable. Urs 
dismantled feudal power 
structures and empow-
ered backward classes 
through land reforms 
and reservations. 
S i d d a r a m a i a h , 
walking the same 
path decades lat-
er, expanded that 
legacy through 
modern welfare 
economics and 
identity-based in-
clusion. Breaking 
Urs’s record is sym-
bolically powerful. Urs 
ruled in an era of Con-
gress dominance; Sidda-
ramaiah achieved longev-
ity in an era of fractured 
mandates, coalition com-
pulsions, aggressive op-
position politics and me-
dia scrutiny.

W

The contrast makes Siddaramaiah’s 
record even more significant

The 2018 Setback and 
Political Resurrection
Politics, however, tested Siddaramaiah harsh-
ly in 2018. The Congress lost power, and he 
personally lost from the Chamundeshwari 
Assembly Constituency but the voters of 
Badami elected him. This came as a big help-
ing hand for him to remain in the State poli-
tics despite being defeated in his home turf. 
Many wrote him off, branding him yester-
day’s leader in a rapidly changing political 
landscape. But Siddaramaiah has always been 
a fighter. As Leader of the Opposition, he re-
invented himself yet again—sharper, more 
aggressive and unapologetically ideological. 
He took on the BJP government head-on, 
raising issues of price rise, corruption, feder-
alism and constitutional values.

The 2023 Assembly elections marked one 
of the most dramatic comebacks in Karna-
taka politics. Siddaramaiah led the Con-
gress to a decisive victory, proving that 
mass politics still mattered in an age of 
high-decibel campaigns. 

Second Innings: Authority with Experience
Returning as Chief Minister, Siddaramaiah emerged more confident, more decisive 

and politically astute. The five guarantee schemes announced by the Congress became 
the backbone of his governance narrative, reinforcing his pro-poor image.

This phase of leadership reflects maturity—balancing governance with coalition 
management, ideology with pragmatism, and welfare with economic caution.

Surpassing Devaraja Urs’s record is not merely about days in office. It is about en-
durance. Siddaramaiah has endured ideological wars, party betrayals, electoral de-

feats, caste politics and shifting voter aspirations.
In doing so, he has etched his name into Karnataka’s political history as a leader 

who did not fade away but adapted, fought back and prevailed.

A Polarising Yet Indispensable Leader
Siddaramaiah remains a 
polarising figure. To sup-
porters, he is the voice of 
the oppressed and a bul-
wark against communal 
politics. To critics, he is 
confrontational and un-
compromising.

But even detractors con-
cede one truth: Siddara-
maiah has redefined the 
political centre of gravity 
in Karnataka. Welfare pol-
itics, social justice dis-

course and secularism are 
once again central to the 
state’s political debate—
largely because of him.

As Siddaramaiah contin-
ues his tenure, the question 
is no longer whether he has 
broken a record—but what 
legacy he will leave be-
hind. Like Devaraja Urs 
before him, his true mea-
sure will be judged not by 
longevity alone but by how 
deeply his policies reshape 

Karnataka’s For now, his-
tory stands witness: a so-
cialist from the grassroots 
has walked past giants, re-
wr i t t en  r eco rds  and 
claimed his place among 
Karnataka’s most conse-
quential leaders. 

Siddaramaiah’s journey 
is proof that in politics, re-
silience can be more pow-
erful than inheritance—and 
ideology, when sustained, 
can outlast time.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah's po-
litical journey is a notable arc from 
his beginnings in the Janata Parivar 

to becoming the longest-serving 
Chief Minister in Karnataka's histo-
ry as of January 2026. His career is 
defined by his commitment to so-
cial justice, his focus on the AHIN-
DA coalition (minorities, backward 
classes, and Dalits), and his record 

16 state budget presentations. 

POLITICAL JOURNEY TIMELINE
n �Early Career (Late 1970s - Early 1980s): Siddaramaiah began his public 

life as a lawyer and became a member of the Taluk Development Board in 
1978. His entry into electoral politics was with the Lok Sabha elections in 
1980, which he lost.

n �Legislative Debut (1983): He won his first Assembly election from the Cha-
mundeshwari constituency on a Lok Dal ticket. He later joined the ruling Janata 
Party.

n �Ministerial Roles (Mid-1990s - Mid-2000s): He served as the Deputy Chief 
Minister of Karnataka twice, from 1996 to 1999 and again from 2004 to 2005, 
while associated with the Janata Dal and Janata Dal (Secular). He also held 
the position of Finance Minister during this period.

n �Joining Congress (2006): Following his expulsion from the JD(S), Siddara-
maiah joined the Indian National Congress party. He resigned his assembly 
seat and won the subsequent by-election from the same constituency on a 
Congress ticket.

n �Leader of Opposition & First CM Term (2008 - 2018): He was elected 
to the newly formed Varuna constituency in 2008 and became the Leader of 
the Opposition. Following the Congress victory in the 2013 elections, he was 
sworn in as Chief Minister for his first term, which lasted a full five years (May 
13, 2013, to May 15, 2018).

n �Interim Period (2018 - 2023): He lost the 2018 election in Chamundesh-
wari but won in Badami. He later became the Leader of the Opposition in the 
assembly once again.

n �Second Term as CM (2023 - Present): In the 2023 assembly elections, 
Congress secured a decisive majority, and Siddaramaiah was sworn in as 
Chief Minister for the second time on May 20, 2023.

n �Milestone (January 2026): In January 2026, Siddaramaiah surpassed the 
record of his political mentor Devaraj Urs to become Karnataka’s longest-serv-
ing Chief Minister by total days in office across his two non-consecutive terms.

Records & Recognition
As of early 2026, Siddaramaiah is on track becoming Karnataka’s longest-serving Chief Minister, sur-

passing the tenure of the reformist D. Devaraj Urs — a rare achievement in the state’s politics.
 He has presented a record number of state budgets (16+), underscoring both experience and influence in fiscal governance. 

HELD KEY MINISTERIAL  
PORTFOLIOS IN JANATA DAL 
GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING:

Transport
Animal Husbandry
Sericulture
He later became Finance 
Minister as well. 
Served as Deputy Chief 
Minister of Karnataka twice 
(1996 and 2004). 
Was Secretary–General of 
Janata Dal in 1992 before 
joining the Congress party in 
2006 

Rise in State Politics 
(1980s–2000s)

Siddaramaiah and 
AHINDA Coalition

After joining Indian National Congress 
(2006), he cultivated support among:

Alpasankhyataru (Minorities)

Hindulidavaru (Backward Classes)

Dalitaru (Dalits)

This coalition is popularly known as AHINDA. 

Notable for being the first CM 
in ~40 years in Karnataka to 
complete a full 5-year term. 

Introduced major welfare 
schemes for the underprivileged:

ANNA BHAGYA
subsidised food grains

KSHEERA BHAGYA
free milk for children 

POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF KARNATAKA'S LONGEST SERVING CM
The Making of a Chief Minister: Siddaramiah’s Journey
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GADAG HOSTS CHILD PROTECTION CAPACITY TRAINING
GADAG

 
A capacity building training 
program on Child Protection 
Acts was organized in Gadag 
on Wednesday, for Village 
Resource Workers (VRW), 
Urban Resource Workers 
(URW), and Mobile Resource 
Workers (MRW). The event 
was held in collaboration with 
the District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, Directorate 
of Child Protection, Banga-
lore, District Legal Services 
Authority, Women and Child 
Development Department, 
District Police, and the Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit, 

Gadag. The program was in-
augurated by Shri Shekhar 
Gowda Ramatnal, Member of 
the Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights, Bangalore. Speaking 
at the event, he highlighted 
the success of the Commis-
sion in training various de-
partments on child rights over 
the past three years. He 
stressed the importance of 
creating awareness about 
child laws at the village level, 
especially for children with 
disabilities, and preventing 
abuse. He also called for wid-
er publicity of laws such as 
the Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act, Child Marriage Pro-
hibition Act, PCPNDT Act, 
Child Labor Prohibition Act, 
and Child Trafficking laws.

Participants were informed 

about the formation of Child 
Protection Committees at the 
village level, the use of the 
5% grant, and the Gram Pan-
chayat Kavalu Samiti. They 
were encouraged to ensure 

children under 18 receive 
UDID cards and that out-of-
school children return to 
schools.

District Collector Shri C.N. 
Sheedhar emphasized adopt-
ing human values, identifying 
children with special needs, 
and providing them with ser-
vices. He assured participants 
that the District Administra-
tion Building would provide 
continuous support and guid-
ance.

Shri Harish Jogi, UNICEF 
Coordinator, Koppal, deliv-
ered a lecture on Child Pro-
tection Acts. The program 
was attended by Shri Rohana 

Jagadeesh, District Superin-
tendent of Police, Shri C.S. 
Shivanagoudra, District Legal 
Services Authority member, 
Smt. Jayadevi Kavalur, Child 
Welfare Committee President, 
Smt. Padmavati Ji, Deputy 
Director, Women and Child 
Deve lopment ,  and  Dr. 
Shashidhar Channappa Gow-
da, Divisional Inspector, 
V.K.R.S.A., among others.

The training program aimed 
to equip local workers with 
knowledge and tools to pro-
tect children, raise awareness 
of child rights, and ensure 
better care at the grassroots 
level.

LEGAL CHILD EMPOWERMENT

QUICK READ
Gadag District 

celebrates traditional 
cereal cooking contest

Gadag holds preparatory 
meetings for religious 

celebrations

Koppal offers free pre-
military training for 

boys

GADAG
Gadag district hosted 

the “Cereals and Forgot-
ten Dishes Cooking 

Competition” at K.H. 
Patil Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, celebrating tradi-

tional grains and recipes. 
District Collector C.N. 

Sridhar inaugurated the 
event by cutting a ragi 

cake and highlighted ce-
reals’ health benefits, in-
cluding managing diabe-
tes and high blood pres-
sure. Seventy-three par-

ticipants showcased 
sweet and savory dishes 
such as laddus, halwas, 
khichdi, and jaggery hol-
ige, along with rare “for-
gotten” delicacies. Judg-
es awarded three prizes 

in each category, with 
winners moving to the 

state-level contest. Offi-
cials and agriculture 

staff attended, praising 
the culinary talent and 

dedication on display at 
the colorful, flavorful 

event.

GADAG
Preparatory meetings 

have been scheduled for 
the upcoming Jayantis 
of Shri Shivayogi Sid-

darameshwara and Ma-
hayogi Vemana, officials 
said Wednesday. A pre-
liminary meeting for Shri 
Shivayogi Siddaramesh-
wara Jayanti, to be cele-

brated on January 14, 
will be held on January 

8 at 11 a.m. in the District 
Collector’s Hall under 
the Additional District 
Collector’s chairman-

ship. Similarly, a meet-
ing for Mahayogi Vema-

na Jayanti, falling on 
January 19, will take 

place on January 8 at 12 
noon at the same ven-
ue. Dr. Basavaraj V.H. 

Bellary, Assistant Direc-
tor of the Kannada and 

Culture Department, 
confirmed both gather-

ings will finalize ar-
rangements for these 
annual celebrations.

KOPPAL
The Backward Classes 
Welfare Department is 

offering free pre-military 
career guidance and 

training for eligible boys 
from Karnataka’s back-

ward classes for 2025-26. 
The program aims to pre-

pare candidates for the 
Indian Army and other 

uniformed services. Appli-
cants must meet income 
limits, have passed class 
10 with minimum marks, 

and be born between 
January 31, 2005, and 

January 31, 2008. Training 
will take place in Kanaka-
giri. Application forms are 

available at the District 
Backward Classes Wel-
fare Office and must be 
submitted by January 31. 
For details, candidates 

can call 08539-221606 
during office hours.

DISTRICT

KOPPAL
 

Civic workers play a vital role 
in keeping society healthy and 
clean, said P. Raghu, Chair-
man of the Karnataka State 
Safai Karmacharis Commis-
sion. Speaking at a live inter-
action program with sanita-
tion workers on Wednesday, 
he emphasized that without 
the work of safai karmacharis 
and civic staff, maintaining 
cleanliness in urban and rural 
areas would be impossible.

The program was held at 
the Auditorium Hall of the 
Koppal District Administra-
tion Building in collaboration 
with the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, Social 
Welfare Department, and Dis-
trict Urban Development 
Cell. Raghu said that civic 
workers are the guardians of 
cleanliness and their work di-
rectly contributes to public 
health. He called for proper 
respect for these workers and 
assured that the commission 
is committed to improving 
their socio-economic condi-
tions. He added that sanita-
tion workers should receive 

health insurance, regular 
check-ups, safety equipment 
like masks, gloves, shoes, and 
uniforms, and access to clean 
hand-washing facilities. Edu-
cation support for their chil-
dren should also be provided. 
“They are humans like us and 
deserve dignity,” he stressed.

During the program, work-
ers from Gangavathi bus sta-
tion spoke about challenges, 
including delayed meals, lack 
of safety gear, and unpaid 
minimum wages. Municipal 
staff highlighted that al-

though they receive basic 
facilities, many have served 
for over 25 years and re-
quested permanent employ-
ment. In response, Raghu 
directed KKRTC officials to 
ensure cleaning staff at bus 
stands are paid minimum 
wages according to labor 
rules. He also instructed the 
Municipal Commissioner to 
prioritize permanent jobs for 
long-serving municipal 
workers. As part of the event, 
incentive grant letters were 
symbolically given to 17 mu-

nicipal workers under the 
Griha Bhagya Yojana to sup-
port home construction, in-
cluding 14 from Gangavathi 
and 3 from Karatagi.

The program was attended 
by Koppal District Magis-
trate Dr. Suresh B. Itnal, 
Project Director Manjunath 
Gundur, officials from vari-
ous departments, civic work-
ers, and local urban body 
representatives, making it a 
meaningful platform to hon-
or and support sanitation 
staff.

Civic workers key to keeping 
society clean: P. Raghu

Gangavathi bus workers cited delayed meals, unsafe conditions, and unpaid 
wages, while long-serving staff requested permanent employment

Gadag District launches 
maize purchase scheme
GADAG

 
The Gadag district adminis-
tration has issued instructions 
for the purchase of maize un-
der this year’s Market Inter-
vention Scheme (PDPS) at a 
rate of Rs 2,150 per quintal. 
The current market price of 
maize is Rs 1,900 per quintal, 
and the government has di-
rected that the difference of 
Rs 250 be paid to eligible 
farmers through Direct Bene-
fit Transfer (DBT), Deputy 
Commissioner C.N. Sridhar 
announced on January 7, 
2026.

Speaking at the District 
Task Force Committee meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
torate Hall, C.N. Sridhar em-
phasized that 
maize purchas-
es should be 
c o n d u c t e d 
through the 
State Coopera-
tive Marketing 
Board Limited. 
Around 3.86 
lakh quintals of 
maize will be 
t r a d e d  t h i s 
monsoon sea-
son in agricul-
tural produce 
markets and 
sub-markets across Gadag 
district via the UNP platform.

The DC clarified that the 
scheme allows 12 quintals per 
acre under the fruit technique, 
with a maximum limit of 50 
quintals per farmer based on 
land ownership. Technical of-
ficers will verify the F.A.Q 
quality of maize before pro-
curement. Farmers who have 
already supplied maize for 
ethanol production, poultry 
feed, or KMF units will not 
be eligible for this scheme.

Sridhar instructed that 
farmer registration must take 
place only at centers set up by 

the scheme implementing 
agency within APMC premis-
es in the district. The scheme 
will run for one month from 
the date of the first maize 
transaction under the UMP 
platform, and all eligible 
farmers should be able to 
avail the benefit during this 

period.
The secre-

taries of the 
State Coopera-
tive Marketing 
B o a r d  a n d 
APMC Com-
mittee were 
asked to report 
daily the quan-
tity of maize 
received, the 
v o l u m e  o f 
transactions, 
and the num-
ber of partici-

pating farmers on the UMP 
platform.

Assistant Director of the 
Agricultural Marketing De-
partment, Sudha Bandi, said 
procurement centers will be 
operational at APMC premis-
es in Gadag, Naragund, 
Lakshmeshwara, Mundargi, 
and Gajendragad.

Officials from the Horticul-
ture, Agriculture, Food and 
Civil Supplies, Cooperative 
Societies Departments, and 
Marketing Federation attend-
ed the meeting to ensure 
smooth implementation of the 
scheme.

The DC explained 
the scheme 
provides 12 

quintals per acre, 
up to 50 per 

farmer, with maize 
quality verified; 

prior suppliers for 
ethanol, poultry, or 
KMF are ineligible.

Publishers must submit books by January 31
KOPPAL

 
The State Level Book Selec-
tion Committee has called for 
registration of books first 
printed in 2025 for consider-
ation in its selection process. 
Publishers must submit three 
copies of the first edition to 
the State Central Library, 

Cubbon Park, Bengaluru by 
5:30 pm on January 31, 2026. 
One of these copies will be 
considered for selection.

Books in any language 
printed within the state in 
2025 can be submitted free of 
cost. Titles printed outside the 
state must be registered with 
their respective State Central 

Libraries or official centers 
and submitted along with a 
registration certificate. Only 
registered books received by 
the deadline will be consid-
ered; late submissions will be 
rejected.

Eligible books include liter-
ature, children’s literature, art, 
and science genres. Books 

must comply with technical 
standards: proper imprint de-
tails, minimum page count 
(except children’s books), and 
quality paper. Books printed 
on newsprint, with center pin-
ning, or with added stickers or 
handwriting will not be con-
sidered. Books will not be 
returned after submission.

Child Protection Acts Training 
Held in Gadag Schools

GADAG
 

A capacity development train-
ing program on the “Imple-
mentation of Child Protection 
Acts” was held for school 
SDMC presidents and parents 
at Mahaveer Jain High School 
in Gadag city. The initiative 
was organized jointly by the 
Directorate of Child Protec-
tion, Bangalore, Karnataka 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, Depart-
ment of Women and Child 
Development, Department of 
School Education, and the 
District Child Protection Unit, 
Gadag.

Shri Shekargouda Ramat-
nal, Member of the Karnataka 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, spoke 
about the importance of child 
rights and laws ensuring their 
protection. He highlighted 
key legislations, including the 

Child Protection Policy 2016, 
Right to Education Act, Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage 
Act, and Prohibition of Child 
Labour Act. Shri Ramatnal 
also urged children to contact 
the Children’s Helpline 
(1098/112) in cases of abuse, 
child marriage, child labor, or 
begging, and encouraged 
them to utilize facilities pro-
vided in government schools.

Shri P.M. Wali, Member of 
the Juvenile Justice Board, 
Gadag, emphasized that every 
child is a citizen of India enti-
tled to rights under the Con-
stitution. He noted India’s 
commitment to the 1989 Con-
vention on the Rights of the 
Child and stressed parents’ 
role in nurturing, protecting, 
and openly discussing sensi-
tive issues such as child abuse 
to build awareness.

Shri Sharanappa Nagarahal-
li, President of the High 

School Teachers Association, 
Gadag, addressed the imple-
mentation and misuse of the 
Compulsory Education Act 
(2009) and POCSO Act 
(2012). He urged parents to 
be vigilant and actively sup-
port children’s protection and 
education.

The program was attended 
by SDMC members, parents, 
high school students, and of-
ficials from the District Child 
Protection Unit and Child 
Helpline. The event was com-
pered by Mrs. Rupa Uppal, 
and District Child Protection 
Officer Mrs. Rafeek Hallur 
and other staff coordinated 
the training.

The initiative aims to 
strengthen awareness among 
parents and school authorities 
about child protection laws 
and ensure children’s safety 
and rights are upheld in 
schools and the community.

Sahana Karkala honoured for 
topping state in LLM result

GADAG
 

Sahana, daughter of senior 
journalist Anant Karkala, has 
brought pride to the journalist 
community by securing first 
place in the state in her LLM 
exams and winning the gold 
medal. To celebrate her 
achievement, the Gadag dis-
trict unit of the Karnataka 
Working Journalists’ Associa-
tion (KANIPA) organized a 
felicitation ceremony at Patri-
ka Bhawan in Gadag city.

KANIPA Gadag district 
unit president Rajya M Heb-
bali presided over the event 
and praised Sahana’s accom-
plishment. “Her success 
brings joy to all of us, and it 
is a matter of pride that she is 
our daughter,” he said. Saha-
na, while receiving the felici-
tation, expressed her happi-
ness and encouraged children 
of journalists to strive for ex-
cellence, emphasizing that all 
achievers should be recog-
nized each year. Anant 

Karkala said it is a remark-
able feat to secure the top 
state rank in LLM, especially 
when even LLB is challeng-
ing these days. Senior jour-
nalist Jagadish Kulkarni also 
lauded Sahana’s achieve-
ment, calling it truly com-
mendable.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Sahana’s mother Man-
gala Anant Karkala, lawyer 
TN Bhandage, senior jour-
nalists Anand Saligrama, HM 
Sharifanavara, Ganesh Pai, 
Sanjeev Kumar Pandre, and 
other media professionals. 
KANIPA District General 
Secretary Sharanu Doddoor 
welcomed the guests, Anan-
diah Viraktamath presented 
the program, and State Exec-
utive Committee member 
Arunkumar Hiremath pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Sahana’s success is cele-
brated as a shining example 
of dedication and academic 
excellence among the chil-
dren of journalists.

Early Detection 
Key to Prevent 
Brain-Related 

Health Disorders
GADAG

 
Early detection and timely 
treatment of brain-related dis-
orders are essential to protect 
people’s health, said Taluk 
Health Education Officer Dr. 
Rajendra S. Gadada. He 
stressed that if any neurological 
symptoms are noticed, patients 
should immediately consult a 
neurologist at the Karnataka 
Brain Initiative Treatment Cen-
tre located in the district hospi-
tal. Dr. Gadada was speaking at 
a two-day training workshop 
organised for ASHA workers 
under the Karnataka Brain Ini-
tiative. The programme was 
jointly arranged by the District 
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, District Health and Family 
Welfare Department, K.H. Patil 
Institute of Medical Sciences, 
and the Taluk Health Officers’ 
Office. The workshop was held 
at the Taluk Health Officers’ 
Hall in Gadag. Explaining the 
importance of brain health, Dr. 
Gadada said regular social in-
teraction plays a key role in 
keeping the brain healthy. He 
noted that participating in so-
cial activities helps improve 
mental well-being and sharpens 
thinking ability. He also high-
lighted that regular exercise 
improves memory, boosts cog-
nition, and strengthens overall 
brain function. According to 
him, physical activity is one of 
the simplest ways to protect 
brain health. District Coordina-
tor of the Karnataka Brain Ini-
tiative Programme, Praveen 
Ronada, addressed the gather-
ing and urged ASHA workers 
to use the knowledge gained 
during the training in their daily 
fieldwork. He said the success 
of the programme depends 
largely on grassroots health 
workers who directly connect 
with the community.
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Janapada Academy 
invites fellowship 

applications

Scientific sheep 
and goat rearing 

training for farmers

MANDYA
The Karnataka Jana-
pada Academy has 
invited applications 

for its Fellowship (Re-
search Scholarship) 

programme. Interest-
ed candidates are re-
quested to submit re-

search proposals 
based on the specific 

topics listed on the 
Academy’s official 

website. Applicants 
must select one ap-

proved topic, conduct 
field-based study, 
and submit a five-
page synopsis. The 
synopsis should be 
sent by January 23, 
2026 to: Registrar, 

Karnataka Janapada 
Academy, 2nd Floor, 
Kannada Bhavana, 

G.C. Road, Bengaluru 
– 560002. Candi-

dates whose synop-
ses are shortlisted 

will be called for an 
interview, and those 
selected will be per-
mitted to carry out 
the fellowship re-

search work.

CHITRADURGA 
The Department of 
Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Ser-
vices is organizing a 
scientific sheep and 
goat rearing training 
for farmers on Janu-
ary 12–13 at the Ani-
mal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Training 

Center, located near 
the main post office 
in Chitradurga city.
The program does 

not offer any financial 
incentives. Participa-

tion is limited to 25 
farmers. Interested 
participants must 

bring a photocopy of 
their Aadhaar card, 
two passport-sized 
photos, bank pass-

book copy, and caste 
certificate for SC/ST 

candidates.
For more information, 
farmers can contact 

9482943111 or 
9886002248.

IN THE COURT OF HON’BLE I ADDL. 
CIVIL JUDGE & J.M.F.C. AT K.G.F

C.M.C. No. 470 / 2025
PETITIONERS:
1.��Smt. Narayanamma,
D/o. Late. Gangappa, W/o. M. Subramaniyam,
Aged about 42 years,
R/at: Kanchanapalli Village, Belupalli Post,
Palamneer Taluk, Chittoor District, 
Andhra Pradesh.
2.Smt. Sujatha,
D/o. Late. Gangappa, W/o. Narayanappa,
Aged about 40 years,
R/at: No.177/b, Mullukrishnapuram,
Shanthipuram Mandalam,
Palamneer Taluk, Chittoor District, 
Andhra Pradesh.
3. Smt. Susheelamma,
D/o. Late. Gangappa, W/o. Late. Venkatesh. K,
Aged about 34 years,
R/at: Vijayapura Village, Avani Hobli,
Mulbagal Taluk, Kolar District.
4. Smt. Prema,
D/o. Late. Gangappa, W/o. M. Munirathnam,
Aged about 32 years,
R/at: Mulluru Krishnapuram, Shanthipuram 
Mandalam,
Palamneer Taluk, Chittoor District, Andhra 
Pradesh.

V/s.
RESPONDENT: The Tahsildar, K.G.F. 

Taluk, Robertsonpet, K.G.F.
PUBLIC NOTICE IN HOSADIGANTHA 

DAILY KANNADA NEWS PAPER
WHEREAS, the petitioners No.1 to 4 
have filed petition under Section 13(3) of 
Registration of Birth & Death Act 1969, 
for obtaining the Death Certificate of the 
petitioners No.1 to 4 Father, by name 
GANGAPPA, S/o. Late. Muniyappa and 
Late. Smt. Mangamma, H/o. Late. Smt. 
Munivenkatamma, who was died on 
04/04/2023, at Home: Dalavajoshahalli 
Village, Kadaripura Post, Kyasamballi 
Hobli, K.G.F. Taluk, Kolar District.
The hearing date of the case is posted 
on 03.02.2026. Any person having any 
claim or objection has to appear before 
this Hon’ble Court in person or by 
pleader on the above said hearing date 
at about 11.00 a.m. to answer the same, 
failing which the petition will be disposed 
of as ex-parte.
Given under my hand and seal of this 
Court on this 22/12/2025.

By the Order of the Court
CHIEF MINISTERIAL OFFICER

22/12/7025 ORL CIVIL JUDGE & ADDL.
JMFC, KOLAR GOLD FIELDS

Advocate for Petitioners:
S. BHASKARAN, M.A., LL.B., Advocate,
Oorgaumpet, K.G.F.
S. BHASKARAN, M.A., LL.B., Advocate,
No. 662, Cheeaku Madu Street,
Oorgaumpet Post, K.G.F.

I CHARALEL ALEYAMMA 
MANI Also Known As 

prabha D/o Varkey Mani, 
resident of Good Shepherd 
Convent No 25, Museum 
Road, Richmond Town, 

Bengaluru - 560025, have 
changed my name SISTER 

PRABHA, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 07.01.2026 before 

notary MEER HASSAN, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ALEXANDER , S/o 
Ashirvadham, resident 
of No. 9, 1st Floor, 1st 

Main, Valmiki Nagar, G.E.F 
Post, Bangalore -560026 
, have changed my name 

to CHAND PASHA, 
vide affidavit dated: 

07.01.2026, before Notary V. 
RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

I,  TAHARA, aged about 53 
years, D/o ABDULRAZAK 
SAB, R/at: Ward No.12, 
Islampur, AD Colony, 
Chikkaballapur Town, 

karnataka. hereby declare 
that have changed my name 
from TAHERA to  TAHARA.
Vide affidavit dated: 07-01-
2026, sworn before Notary  

P.V.Ramachandrareddy, 
Chickkballapur-562101.

NAME CHANGE

I, SYED ABDUL HAI 
ANJUM, S/o Syed Abdul 

Azeem, resident of No .19 , 
Ground Floor, SMS Layout, 

J. P. Nagar 5th Phase, 
Bangalore -560078 , have 

changed my name to SYED 
ABDUL HAI , vide affidavit 
dated: 07.01.2026, before 

Notary V. RAJASHEKHARA, 
Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

I, FAAKIHA FIZA 
MUKHTAR KHAN 

RESHMA KHAN, D/o 
Mukhtar Khan, resident of 
RADIAT ELITAIRE, Flat No. 
412, 4th Floor, Kothanur, 
J.P. Nagar 8th Phase, Bus 

Stop, Uttarahalli, Bangalore 
-560076, have changed 
my name to FAAKIHA 

FIZA, vide affidavit dated: 
07.01.2026, before Notary V. 
RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

Authorities promote millets for better nutrition in Ch’ballapura
CHIKKABALLAPUR 

 
Emphasizing the nutritional 
benefits of millets, Deputy 
District Commissioner Dr. 
Bhaskar highlighted that in-
corporating these grains into 
daily diets ensures better 
health and balanced nutrition. 
Addressing a public aware-
ness program organized by 
the District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, and Agricul-
ture Department at Chikka-

ballapur, he explained the 
importance of regular millet 
consumption for overall well-
ness.

The initiative aimed to edu-
cate citizens on different mil-
let varieties, their cultivation, 
and their dietary advantages. 
Demonstrations showcased 
how millets can be used in 
everyday meals, including tra-
ditional preparations of ragi, 
jowar, bajra, and other local 
grains. Experts encouraged 

using millet-based foods for 
improving immunity, energy, 
and overall health. The pro-
gram also provided informa-
tive booklets and pamphlets 
on millet benefits, recipes, 
and tips for including them in 
daily diets.

Agr i cu l tu re  o ff i c i a l s 
stressed that millets are rich 
in essential nutrients and con-
tribute to sustainable farming 
practices. Participants were 
shown practical methods to 

cultivate, process, and incor-
porate millets efficiently. The 
program also highlighted the 
role of millets in preventing 
lifestyle diseases and promot-
ing long-term health.

Cultural performances, in-
cluding folk songs and danc-
es, were part of the aware-
ness campaign to engage the 
public and emphasize the 
traditional significance of 
millets in the region. District 
officials, agriculture officers, 

nutrition experts, and com-
munity leaders actively par-
ticipated, ensuring the mes-
sage reached a wide audi-
ence.

Dr. Bhaskar urged citizens 
to adopt millets in their daily 
diet, emphasizing their af-
fordability, availability, and 
high nutritional value, mak-
ing them an essential compo-
nent for a healthy lifestyle 
and food security in Mandya 
and surrounding districts.

HC seeks clarification 
for renaming GBA wards
BENGALURU 

 
The Karnataka High 
Court has sought de-
tailed information from 
the state government on 
the criteria and proce-
dures followed for re-
naming wards under the 
Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA). The 
court’s direction came 
while hearing a Public 
Interest Litigation filed 
by 15 residents, includ-
ing H.C. Basavarajappa, 
challenging the decision 
to rename Hemmigepu-
ra Ward as Kengeri 
Kote Ward. The petition 
was heard by a division 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice Vibhuk Bakhru 
and  Jus t ice  C .M. 
Poonacha. During the 
hearing, the petitioners’ 
counsel argued that 
Hemmigepura Ward has 
existed since the forma-

tion of BBMP. Even 
after the GBA Act came 
into effect and ward re-
organisation began, the 
draft notification issued 
on September 3, 2025, 
retained the name Hem-
migepura Ward. Fol-
lowing objections and 
review, the final notifi-
cation issued on No-
vember 19 also con-
firmed the same name. 
However, on December 
1, a revised notification 
abruptly changed the 
ward name to Kengeri 
Kote without inviting 
objections or following 
due legal process, the 
petitioners claimed. 
They alleged that the 
sudden change was po-
litically motivated and 
influenced by local 
leaders to gain electoral 
advantage among spe-
cific communities and 
regions.

Capacity-building program 
on POCSO and JJ Act 

CHITRADURGA : A capacity-building program focusing on the protection of chil-
dren’s rights and safety, particularly the implementation of the POCSO Act and the 
Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, was held on Wednesday at the Don Bosco Institution audito-
rium in Chitradurga. The event, jointly organized by the State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, District Administration, District Panchayat, School Education and 
Literacy Department, Women and Child Development Department, Police Department, 
Don Bosco Institution, and District Child Protection Unit, was inaugurated by Dr. K.T. 
Tippeswamy, Member of the Karnataka State Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights. Dr. Tippeswamy emphasized that schools are not just centers for ed-
ucation but also play a critical role in safeguarding children’s rights.  
He provided detailed insights on child rights, child marriage prevention, and the JJ Act.

HUBBALLI
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India Achieves 50,000 NQAS 
Healthcare Certifications Milestone

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry on 
Wednesday announced that 
India has crossed a historic 
milestone of over 50,000 Na-
tional Quality Assurance 
Standards, or NQAS, certifi-
cations, strengthening public 
healthcare services nation-
wide. As of December 31, a 
total of 50,373 public health 
facilities across states and 
union territories have been 
certified under the quality 
framework set by the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare.

The ministry called the 
achievement a proud moment 
for the country’s public health 
system. It said the milestone 
shows the government’s 
strong commitment to quality, 
safety, and patient focused 

care, especially for poor, vul-
nerable, and marginalised 
communities. Officials added 
that the effort helps ensure 
equal access to reliable 
healthcare services across  
India.

The NQAS programme be-
gan in 2015 with only 10 cer-
tified facilities, mainly dis-

trict hospitals. Its aim was to 
improve patient safety, ser-
vice quality, and accountabil-
ity. Over the years, the 
framework expanded to in-
clude sub district hospitals, 
community health centres, 
Ayushman Arogya Mandir 
primary health centres, urban 
primary health centres, and 

sub health centres.
The introduction of virtual 

assessments has played a ma-
jor role in expanding cover-
age. Certified facilities rose 
sharply from 6,506 in Decem-
ber 2023 to 22,786 by De-
cember 2024. This number 
further jumped to 50,373 by 
December 2025, marking 
progress short period.

Of the total, 48,663 are 
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, 
while 1,710 are secondary 
care facilities such as CHCs, 
SDHs, and district hospitals. 
The ministry said the growth 
supports India’s Universal 
Health Coverage goals under 
the National Health Policy 
2017. It credited capacity 
building, digital tools, more 
assessors, and quality im-
provement for the success.

HEALTHCARE QUALITY

QUICK READ
Pulwama Police  

Seize 4.5 Kg Charas 
During Patrol

NHAI Sets Two  
Guinness Records On 

Expressway

Annamalai Slams  
DMK Over 

Thiruparankundram Issue

Srinagar
Pulwama police recov-

ered 4.5 kilograms of 
charas during a routine 

patrol in the Kulpora area, 
dealing a major blow to 

drug traffickers. The con-
traband was seized after 
police intercepted Parvez 
Ahmed Dar, a resident of 
Kulpora, and recovered 
the substance during a 

search. He was arrested 
on the spot and booked 
under FIR No. 04/2026 

under Sections 8 and 20 
of the NDPS Act at Police 
Station Litter. Investiga-
tion is underway to trace 
the wider network. Police 
urged public cooperation, 
warning that drug profits 
often fund militancy. Au-
thorities have intensified 
operations, seized heroin 

recently, and launched 
awareness drives to com-
bat rising drug abuse re-

gionally today.

Amaravati
NHAI achieved two Guin-
ness World Records dur-

ing construction of the 
Bengaluru–Kadapa–Vi-

jayawada Economic Cor-
ridor in Andhra Pradesh, 
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu said on 

Wednesday. He said the 
feat included laying 28.95 

lane-kilometres and 
10,675 metric tonnes of 

bituminous concrete 
within 24 hours on NH-

544G. Naidu credited the 
Union government’s vi-

sion and Transport Minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari’s leader-

ship, praising engineers 
and workers. He added 

more records may be at-
tempted by January 11.

Chennai
BJP leader K Annamalai 
on Wednesday criticised 

Tamil Nadu Minister Regu-
pathy over his remarks on 
the Thiruparankundram 

issue, calling the DMK 
government anti-Hindu. 

Reacting on social media, 
Annamalai said DMK lead-

ers were insulting 
long-standing Hindu tradi-

tions and worship rights. 
He also accused the party 
of disrespecting court ver-

dicts when criticised. 
Regupathy had ques-

tioned changes to cus-
toms while commenting 
on a Madras High Court 

order allowing lamp light-
ing atop the hill.

Rahul Gandhi Targets Government 
Over Donald Trump Remarks On Tariff
Rahul Gandhi criticised the government after Donald Trump’s comments, 

comparing leadership responses with historical examples
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi on Wednesday took a dig at 
the central government fol-
lowing remarks made by US 
President Donald Trump 
about Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Gandhi shared an 
old video from a previous 
speech to underline what he 
called the difference between 
past and present leadership. 
The comments came after 
Trump spoke about tariffs im-
posed on India and his rela-
tionship with Modi during an 
event in the United States.

Trump said Modi was un-
happy over higher tariffs 
linked to India’s purchase of 
Russian oil. He claimed the 
Indian prime minister had re-
duced such imports after 
Washington’s pressure. Trump 

also described his meetings 
with Modi and said they 
shared a good relationship de-
spite disagreements.

Reacting on social media 
platform X, Gandhi posted 
the message “Farq samjho, sir 
ji” and shared a video recall-
ing the 1971 war. In the clip, 

Gandhi said former prime 
minister Indira Gandhi did not 
bow to American pressure 
even when the US sent its 
Seventh Fleet. He contrasted 
this with his claim that Modi 
had surrendered after a phone 
call from Trump during an In-
dia Pakistan military standoff.

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh also criticised the prime 
minister, questioning the ben-
efits of public diplomacy 
events held with Trump. He 
said slogans, hugs, and social 
media praise had not helped 
India’s interests.

Trump has announced tar-
iffs totalling 50 per cent on 
Indian goods, including a levy 
related to Russian oil purchas-
es. He also spoke about de-
lays in the supply of Apache 
helicopters to India, saying 
changes were being made. 
The Congress has repeatedly 
accused the government of 
failing to protect national in-
terests amid growing pressure 
from Washington. The debate 
has intensified political ex-
changes ahead of upcoming 
parliamentary sessions and 
national discourse.

Maduro Abduction 
Violates International 

Law, Says Diplomat
NEW DELHI

Former Indian diplomat Dilip 
Sinha on Wednesday de-
scribed the reported abduction 
of Venezuela’s head of state 
as a grave breach of interna-
tional law and global norms. 
Sinha said the act amounted 
to an unjustified military ac-
tion that violated the sover-
eignty of an independent na-
tion and set a dangerous prec-
edent  for  internat ional  
conduct.

He alleged that the current 
US administration was now 
pressuring Venezuela’s inter-
im government to sell oil to 
the United States. Sinha said 
such actions were illegal and 
driven by economic interests 
rather than concern for the 
Venezuelan people.  He 
claimed the focus on oil re-
flected an attempt to gain 
profit for the US, offering no 
benefit to Venezuela’s citizens 
or economy.

Sinha further noted that the 
continued presence of US 
military ships near Venezue-
lan waters limited the free-
dom of the acting govern-
ment. He said interim presi-
dent Delcy Rodriguez was 
aware that open defiance of 
Washington was not possible 
under the prevailing military 
threat. According to him, this 
reality forced the interim 
leadership to balance its polit-

ical preferences with pressure 
from the United States.

Sinha said Rodriguez’s in-
teractions with Russian and 
Chinese diplomats reflected 
her political leanings, but 
these moves were constrained 
by the heavy US military 
presence around Venezuela, 
limiting independent choices. 
His remarks came amid re-
ports that US forces struck 
Venezuela and detained Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro and his 
wife, Cilia Flores, now held 
in New York and denying 
drug and weapons charges. 
Rodriguez later announced 
seven days of national mourn-
ing and firmly rejected claims 
of foreign control, insisting 
Venezuela is governed only 
by its  own people and  
institutions.

Former Indian diplomat 
Dilip Sinha condemns 
alleged abduction of  
Venezuela’s leader, 
calling it illegal and 

driven by oil interests

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra  Fadnavis  on 
Wednesday strongly warned 
local BJP leaders after reports 
surfaced of post-poll tie-ups 
with Congress and AIMIM in 
two municipal councils. He 
called these alliances unac-
ceptable and a serious viola-
tion of party discipline.

Fadnavis stressed that the 
BJP will never join hands 
with Congress or AIMIM. He 
clarified that such decisions 
were made without the ap-
proval of senior leadership. 
“If any local leaders have en-
tered into these alliances 
without permission, strict ac-
tion will follow,” he said, 
adding that orders have al-
ready been issued to cancel 
the arrangements.

The controversy began in 
Ambernath, where BJP lead-
ers formed the ‘Ambernath 
Vikas Aghadi’ with Congress 
and Ajit Pawar’s NCP, side-
lining ally Shiv Sena. In Akot, 

BJP leaders joined AIMIM 
under the banner of ‘Akot Vi-
kas Manch.’ Both moves 
lacked party approval.

The developments have put 
the ruling Mahayuti alli-
ance—comprising BJP, Shiv 
Sena (Eknath Shinde faction), 
and Ajit Pawar’s NCP—under 
scrutiny. In Ambernath, the 
BJP–Congress–NCP group 
won 31 seats in the 60-mem-
ber council, while Shiv Sena 
secured 27. BJP’s Tejashree 
Karanjule Patil was elected 
council president, defeating 
Shiv Sena’s Manisha Walekar.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP San-
jay Raut accused BJP of op-
portunism, saying the party 
was ready to ally with anyone 
for power. Sena MLA Dr Ba-
laji Kinikar called it a betray-
al of coalition principles and 
against BJP’s “Congress-mukt 
Bharat” slogan.

In Akot, BJP’s Maya Dhule 
became mayor with AIMIM’s 
support. The BJP leadership is 
now expected to take correc-
tive steps to contain the fallout.

Ilyas Calls SC Bail Rejection 
Weird Without Precedent Case

NEW DELHI

Expressing disappointment 
over the Supreme Court’s de-
cision, Ilyas said the order 
was weird and without any 
precedent in the criminal jus-
tice system. He said the court 
had for the first time separat-
ed accused persons into two 
groups despite all of them be-
ing booked in the same case.

Ilyas questioned the logic 
behind calling Umar Khalid 
and Sharjeel Imam ideologi-
cal architects, while describ-
ing the other accused as fol-
lowers. He said this claim was 
not mentioned anywhere in 
the Delhi Police chargesheet.

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court rejected bail pleas of 
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel 
Imam in the 2020 North East 
Delhi riots case. However, it 

granted conditional bail to 
five others, including Gulfi-
sha Fatima, Meeran Haider, 
Shifa-ur-Rehman, Moham-
mad Salim Khan, and Shadab 
Ahmad.

The court said Umar and 
Sharjeel stood on a higher 
footing in the alleged conspir-
acy, placing them above oth-
ers in the hierarchy of partic-
ipation.

Defending his son, Ilyas 
said Umar has spent nearly 
five years in jail without any 
proof against him. He said 
Umar was not in Delhi when 

the riots broke out, and did 
not make any provocative 
speech that could incite vio-
lence.

Ilyas said his son protested 
against  the Cit izenship 
Amendment Act and NRC, 
and asked whether peaceful 
dissent is no longer allowed 
in a democracy.

Referring to slogans raised 
at Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty, he said students were pro-
testing the denial of bail to the 
two accused. He criticised a 
growing trend of booking slo-
gan shouters and said express-
ing anger should not be treated 
as a crime in a democratic so-
ciety. He said such actions 
weaken democratic values and 
discourage citizens from ques-
tioning authority through law-
ful and peaceful means guar-
anteed by the Constitution.

Sixty Derby 
Trophies Stolen 
From Mumbai 

Club Owner
MUMBAI

Around 60  s i lver  and 
gold-studded trophies worth 
Rs 15.24 lakh have allegedly 
been stolen from the residence 
of a Mumbai club owner by 
his domestic help, police said.

Shiven Surendranath (59), 
an advertisement film director 
and owner of the Royal West-
ern India Turf Club (RWITC) 
and Diamond Band Racing 
Syndicate Pvt Ltd, filed a 
complaint with Gamdevi po-
lice after discovering the loss. 
The trophies were won in var-
ious derby events between 
2006 and 2025.

The theft reportedly took 
place between 2023 and No-
vember 2025 at Suren-
dranath’s flat in Westfield Es-
tate Compound, Breach Can-
dy, and south Mumbai. Ac-
cording to officials, domestic 
help Rajendra Benudhar Jena 
(42) from Odisha, employed 
for five years and living at the 
house for six months, is ac-
cused of the theft.

On November 23, 2025, 
Jena informed Surendranath 
he needed to travel to Kolkata 
for urgent work. Although he 
called five days later to say he 
was returning, he stopped an-
swering calls. When Suren-
dranath checked his trophy 
collection on January 2, 2026, 
he found several i tems  
missing.

A case was registered 
against Jena on Sunday, and 
police have begun a probe 
into the theft. Officials con-
firmed investigations are on-
going to recover the stolen 
trophies and determine how 
the domestic help allegedly 
carried out the theft. Suren-
dranath said the stolen items 
include prominent trophies 
won in prestigious derbies, 
marking a significant person-
al and professional loss.

Syed Qasim Rasool Ilyas criticised the Supreme Court  
order denying bail to his son Umar Khalid

BJP Alliances With 
Congress, AIMIM Trigger 

Maharashtra Storm

Congress Suspends Ambernath 
Councillors Over Post-Poll BJP Alliance

MUMBAI

The Congress on Wednesday 
suspended 12 newly elected 
councillors in Maharashtra’s 
Ambernath Municipal Coun-
cil for entering into a post-
poll tie-up with the BJP. The 
party also suspended Amber-
nath block president Pradip 
Patil and dissolved the local 
b lock uni t ,  saying the  
alliance was formed without 
approval from the state  
leadership.

The action followed con-
troversy after the BJP forged 
a post-election understanding 
with the Congress and the 
Ajit Pawar-led NCP in Am-
bernath, a town in Thane dis-

trict. The alliance secured a 
majority of 31 seats in the 
60-member council, even 
though the Eknath Shin-
de-led Shiv Sena emerged as 
the single largest party with 
27 councillors.

In a letter issued by the Ma-
harashtra Congress unit, the 
party said all councillors 
elected on the Congress sym-
bol were suspended for indis-
cipline. It stated that the deci-
sion to join hands with the 
BJP was taken without in-
forming or consulting senior 
leaders, making the move un-
acceptable.

Congress spokesperson 
Sachin Sawant clarified that 
there was no official alliance 

between the Congress and the 
BJP. He said several council-
lors, including independents, 
came together under the ban-
ner of the Ambernath Devel-
opment Front to oppose al-
leged corruption by Shiv Sena 
at the local level. However, he 
added that the front was 
formed without party permis-
sion, leading to disciplinary 
action.

According to party sources, 
12 Congress councillors, 14 
BJP councillors, four NCP 
members, and one indepen-
dent formed the local front 
after a meeting at a BJP office 
on December 31. A letter was 
later submitted to the Thane 
district collector.

Lover, Friend Arrested For  
Staging Accident Attempt

PATHANAMTHITTA
 

What initially appeared as a 
road accident has been re-
vealed as a pre-planned 
crime driven by obsession 
and deceit. Police arrested a 
24-year-old man, Ranjith 
Rajan of Mammoodu, Kon-
ni, and his friend Ajas (19) 
from Payyanamon, for at-
tempting to harm a woman 
to win her trust.

The woman had been in a 
prior relationship with Ran-
jith, who wanted to regain 
control over her life. On 
December 23, around 5.30 
pm, she was riding her 
scooter home from Adoor 
when a car followed and 
rammed her vehicle from 
behind at Vazhamuttam 
East. She fell and sustained 
serious injuries, including a 

dislocated elbow, a frac-
tured little finger, and mul-
tiple cuts and bruises.

Ranjith then arrived in an 
Innova, claiming to be her 
husband and presenting 
himself as a caring rescuer, 
taking her to a private hos-
pital in Konni. Initially, the 
incident was treated as an 
accident. However, incon-
sistencies during investiga-
tion raised suspicion.

A deeper probe revealed 
the accident was staged: 

Ajas deliberately hit the 
scooter under Ranjith’s in-
structions, while Ranjith 
pretended to be a concerned 
partner to gain sympathy 
from the woman and her 
family. Police have now 
added attempted murder 
charges to the case.

“The accused thought 
they could manipulate emo-
tions by creating fear and 
gratitude, but their plan 
caused serious injuries and 
could have led to death,” 
said a police officer.

The case is being investi-
gated by Sub-Inspector 
Alexkutty S of Pathana-
mthitta police. Both accused 
were arrested and produced 
before the court, and further 
investigation is ongoing to 
understand the full extent of 
the conspiracy.
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Assam Adopts SaveLIFE Foundation 
Zero-Fatality Solutions Road

GUWAHATI

Assam is observing National 
Road Safety Month in Janu-
a r y  b y  a d o p t i n g  s c i -
ence-backed road safety mea-
sures developed by the 
SaveLIFE Foundation (SLF). 
The initiative aligns with the 
theme of “Zero-Fatality 
Month” and aims to reduce 
the state’s road crash fatalities 
through effective interven-
tions in infrastructure, en-
forcement, trauma care, and 
community awareness.

The programme focuses on 
data-driven risk identifica-
tion, where districts pinpoint 
their top three high-risk road 
corridors and ten critical 
crash locations. Multi-pillar 
interventions include im-
proved signage, pedestrian 
infrastructure, safer junc-
tions, speed control, and 

strict enforcement against 
drunk driving, speeding, and 
helmet and seat belt viola-
tions. Emergency response is 
strengthened by strategic am-
bulance placement and better 
trauma care readiness. Com-
munity engagement cam-
paigns target  high-r isk 
groups to raise awareness 
about road safety.

SLF’s Zero-Fatality model 

has already been implemented 
across 100 national highways 
and 100 districts, achieving 
30-60% reduction in road 
crash fatalities on many 
stretches, including the Mum-
bai-Pune Expressway and Ya-
muna Expressway. Weekly 
monitoring, mid-term re-
views, and district-level ac-
countability ensure measur-
able outcomes, while solu-

tions are tailored to local 
contexts with community 
collaboration.

Piyush Tewari, Found-
er-CEO of SLF, said, “India 
loses over 450 lives daily in 
road crashes. When sci-
ence-backed road design, 
strict enforcement, trauma 
care, and district accountabil-
ity come together, fatalities 
fall significantly. Zero fatali-
ties are achievable when gov-
ernance treats road safety as a 
public health priority.”

Assam’s adoption of SLF’s 
model involves coordination 
among transport, police, 
health, education, urban and 
rural local bodies, and district 
administrations, aiming to in-
tegrate scientific road safety 
solutions into local gover-
nance systems and deliver 
tangible reductions in road 
crash deaths.

ROAD SAFETY
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Assam Rifles Seize 

Fake Cigarettes  
Worth Lakhs

Massive Fire Engulfs 
Delhi Footwear  

Factory Premises

Silchar
The Assam Rifles, in co-
ordination with the Cus-

toms Department, 
seized counterfeit ciga-

rettes worth ₹34 lakh 
from a godown in Sil-
char on Tuesday. The 
consignment was re-
portedly being moved 
for distribution across 

the state. Assam Rifles 
said such joint opera-
tions are part of ongo-

ing efforts to curb coun-
terfeit goods in the re-
gion. Earlier, the force 
recovered over 11 kg of 
Methamphetamine in 

Mizoram, valued at 
₹33.18 crore, highlight-

ing their active role 
against illegal drug and 
counterfeit trafficking.

New Delhi
A huge fire broke out at 

a footwear factory in 
Narela Bhorgarh Indus-
trial Area on Wednes-

day afternoon. Workers 
inside the factory man-
aged to escape safely, 
but the blaze engulfed 
all three floors. Over a 

dozen fire tenders are at 
the site working to con-
trol the fire. In a sepa-
rate incident, a fire at a 
Delhi Metro staff quar-
ter in Adarsh Nagar on 
Tuesday early morning 

killed three family 
members. The cause is 

suspected to be do-
mestic items.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta Hosts 
Lunch Pe Charcha Event

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta will host ‘Lunch Pe Charcha’ on 
January 11 to engage youth in governance dialogue.

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta will host a live interac-
tion with city youngsters on 
January 11. The programme, 
titled ‘Lunch Pe Charcha’, 
aims to engage youth in open 
dialogue on governance, 
grievances, and innovative 
solutions.

The Chief Minister invited 
young people across Delhi to 
join the event ahead of Na-
tional Youth Day. “Since it’s a 
working day and you will all 
be busy, Sunday, January 11 
– Let’s meet over lunch,” 
Gupta posted on social media. 

The initiative follows the 
model of the Prime Minister’s 
popular ‘Pariksha Pe Char-
cha’, focusing on connecting 
government policies with  
citizens.

The interaction will cover 
three main agendas. First, 
young people can voice griev-
ances and concerns accumu-

lated over the past 11 years. 
Second, the programme will 
review the last 11 months of 
governance under Gupta’s 
leadership since February 
2025. Third, it will encourage 
participants to propose practi-
cal ideas and plans to turn 
their suggestions into action-
able outcomes.

To participate, interested 
youngsters are requested to 
comment or send a direct 
message to the Chief Minis-
ter’s official social media 
handles. Each session will al-
low 15–20 individuals to ac-
tively join the discussion, en-
suring a focused and produc-

tive conversation.
Through ‘Lunch Pe Char-

cha’, Gupta aims to bridge the 
gap between youth and ad-
ministration, seeking fresh 
perspectives to address Del-
hi’s challenges. The initiative 
is also intended to align Del-
hi’s development plans with 
the broader national goal of 
‘Vision 2047’ set by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. By 
engaging directly with young 
citizens, the Chief Minister 
hopes to foster a participatory 
approach to governance and 
encourage innovative solu-
tions for the city’s growth and 
welfare.

Owaisi Criticises 
Delhi Turkman Gate 

Demolition Drive
CHHATRAPATI  
SAMBHAJINAGAR

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) Chief 
Asadudd in  Owa i s i  on 
Wednesday strongly criticised 
the demolition drive carried 
out by the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) near 
Faiz-e-Elahi Masjid at Turk-
man Gate. He alleged that the 
operation resulted in loss to 
Waqf property and involved 
procedural lapses.

Owaisi said, “The land be-
longs to Waqf. On November 
12, the Delhi High Court gave 
a judgment. However, the pe-
titioner, Save India Founda-
tion, with an RSS back-
ground, went to court without 
including Waqf as a party. 
The Waqf Board should have 
filed a review petition. As a 
result, the court took a wrong 
decision.”

Owaisi highlighted the his-
torical importance of the site, 
noting that it was a mosque in 
1947 and that the Places of 
Worship Act, 1991 should 
have been respected. He 
urged, “The Delhi Waqf 
Board and its managing com-
mittee should approach the 
Supreme Court, present all 
facts, and restore the status 
quo.”

The MCD conducted the 
demolition drive in early 
hours of January 7, 2026, tar-

geting encroached areas near 
Turkman Gate and Ramlila 
Maidan, following a Delhi 
High Court order. Stone-pelt-
ing incidents were reported, 
leading to detention of five 
individuals, while five police 
personnel sustained minor in-
juries. Authorities said prior 
coordination meetings were 
held with local stakeholders, 
but a few miscreants attempt-
ed to disrupt the operation.

Separately, Owaisi com-
mented on the Supreme Court 
denying bail to Umar Khalid 
and Sharjeel Imam, calling it 
“surprising and shocking,” 
while noting bail was granted 
to others linked to the 2020 
northeast Delhi riots case.

AIMIM Chief  Asaduddin 
Owaisi condemns Delhi 

demolition drive near 
Turkman Gate, citing 

Waqf  property loss and 
procedural lapses, 

urging Delhi Waqf  Board 
to approach the Supreme 

Court

Kerala High Court Extends SIT 
Probe Into Sabarimala Gold

The Kerala High Court is satisfied with SIT progress and grants 
six more weeks to complete Sabarimala gold probe

KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on 
Monday expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress of the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probing the alleged 
theft of gold from the Sabari-
mala Sreekovil and extended 
the investigation deadline by 
six weeks. The Division 
Bench of Justice Raja Vija-
yaraghavan V and Justice KV 
Jayakumar monitored the 
case, which arose from a suo 
motu writ petition concerning 
the removal and misappropri-
ation of gold from temple 
structures.

During the hearing, ADGP 
H Venkatesh, SIT chief, Inves-
tigating Officer S Sasidharan, 
IPS, and the Travancore 
Devaswom Board’s Chief Vig-
ilance and Security Officer 
presented a detailed status re-
port. Crime No. 3700 of 2025 

involves gold removal from 
the Dwarapalaka idol plates 
and side pillars, with 15 ac-
cused and nine arrests. Crime 
No. 3701 pertains to gold from 
Sreekovil door frames, with 
nine of 12 accused arrested. So 
far, 181 witnesses have been 
examined.

The investigation spans 
from 1998, when the UB 
Group first applied gold 
cladding, up to September 
2025, when the Dwarapalak-
as were sent for replating. 
The SIT divided the probe 
into four phases: gold clad-
ding, door replacement in 

2019, removal of plates, and 
2025 gold-plating transac-
tions. Investigators analysed 
call records, seized phones, 
scrutinised bank accounts, 
and collected documents to 
detect disproportionate as-
sets. Samples were sent to 
Vikram Sarabhai Space  
Centre for scientific verifica-
tion of gold quantity and  
replacement.

The Court praised the SIT 
for a professional investiga-
tion and warned against me-
dia speculation that could 
undermine its integrity. It 
also allowed the SIT chief to 
include additional officers of 
“highest integrity” if re-
quired, with reporting to the 
Court. Considering the case’s 
complexity, the Bench ex-
tended the probe by six 
weeks and scheduled the  
next hearing for January 19, 
2026.

Udhayanidhi Stalin Felicitates Tamil 
Nadu Skill Competition Winners

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief 
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin 
on Wednesday felicitated the 
winners of the Tamil Nadu 
Skill Competition 2025, high-
lighting the state govern-
ment’s initiatives to boost 
student em-
p loyab i l i ty 
through skill 
development 
programmes. 
He said the 
efforts have 
so far helped 
1 ,200  s tu -
dents  secure jobs,  and  
the government plans to orga-
nise over 100 job melas by 
June with top companies  
like Infosys, Tata, and TVS 
participating.

Stalin emphasised that 
these skill development initia-
tives are designed to equip 
students with industry-rele-

vant expertise and create bet-
ter career opportunities. He 
also mentioned the free laptop 
scheme launched by Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, aimed at 
supporting students with ac-
cess to technology and digital 
resources.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
praised the col-
laboration be-
tween govern-
men t  depa r t -
ments and pri-
vate companies, 
stating that the 
programmes not 
on ly  p rov ide 

training but also facilitate di-
rect recruitment. He added 
tha t  s imi l a r  measu re s 
strengthen the overall educa-
tional ecosystem in Tamil 
Nadu whi le  promot ing  
inclusivity.

Earlier, Chief Minister MK 
Stalin inaugurated develop-
ment projects worth over Rs 

1,700 crore in Kallakurichi 
district, including new indus-
trial units, welfare schemes, 
and educational initiatives. 
The government has imple-
mented programmes such as 
the Kalaignar Women’s 
Rights Scheme, Thayumaana-
var scheme, Naan Mudhalvan 
initiative, and breakfast pro-
grammes, benefiting thou-
sands of women, students, 
and youth across the district.

Stalin highlighted the 
state’s industrial growth, for-
eign investment inflow, and 
improvements in sectors like 
education, transport, heritage 
conservation, and child nutri-
tion. He reiterated that Tamil 
Nadu’s inclusive develop-
ment model, combining skill 
training, welfare schemes, 
and infrastructure growth, is 
creating opportunities for 
students and women while 
strengthening the state’s 
economy.

Himachal Government To 
Frame Senior Residency Policy

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu announced that the state government will frame a com-
prehensive Senior Residency Policy for all medical colleges to 
optimise healthcare human resources and strengthen medical 
services. The policy will rationalise senior resident posts and 
increase the General Duty Officer quota to 66 percent from the 
existing 50:50 ratio. MD and MS programmes in additional 
disciplines will be introduced at medical colleges in Chamba, 
Nahan, Hamirpur, and Nerchowk. To enhance specialised care, 
DM and MCh super-specialists will be appointed and state-of-
the-art ICUs established. The government will also deploy 
1,000 Rogi Mitras to improve patient facilitation, with pilot 
initiatives beginning in Hamirpur and major hospitals.

Kerala Cop Suspended 
Over Alleged 

Molestation Complaint
KOCHI

A Kerala police officer, Civil 
Police Officer (CPO) Vijesh of 
Palluruthy Police Station in 
Ernakulam, was suspended on 
Wednesday following a com-
plaint of molestation during a 
passport verification process. 
The Kochi City Harbour Po-
lice registered a case against 
him, and authorities said the 
matter is being treated with 
utmost seriousness and may 
lead to his arrest. According to 
the complaint, the woman had 
applied for a passport and was 
contacted by Vijesh as part of 
routine police verification. She 
alleged that the officer asked 
her to come in person for ver-
ification and directed her to a 
walkway within the Harbour 
Police Station limits, where he 
allegedly molested her, abus-
ing his official authority.

Senior police officials said 
strict action will follow, em-
phasizing that such conduct 
brings disrepute to the force 
and will not be tolerated. De-
partmental proceedings have 
also been initiated alongside 
the criminal case. It has 
emerged that similar com-
plaints had been raised previ-
ously against Vijesh, which 
may influence the ongoing 
investigation and inquiry.

The incident has sparked 
widespread criticism as it in-
volves alleged misuse of offi-
cial power during a citizen-fac-
ing service that requires public 
trust. Authorities acknowl-
edged the embarrassment 
caused to the department and 
assured swift, firm, and uncom-
promising corrective action.

Police reiterated their com-
mitment to ensuring justice for 
the complainant and restoring 
public confidence. The case 
highlights concerns over po-
lice conduct and underscores 
the need for stronger safe-
guards, particularly in interac-
tions involving women appli-
cants. Officials stressed that all 
measures will be taken to act 
decisively against any wrong-
doing within the force.

Madras HC reserves order in Vijay’s Jana Nayagan censor dispute
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on 
Wednesday reserved its orders 
in the case relating to delays 
in the certification of ac-
tor-politician Vijay’s film 
Jana Nayagan, after hearing 
arguments from the Central 
Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC) and the film’s pro-
ducer, KVN Studios.

Justice P.T. Asha heard sub-
missions from Additional So-
licitor General Sundaresan, 
appearing for the CBFC, and 
counsel for the producer. The 
court reserved its decision af-
ter KVN Studios informed it 
that 27 cuts had already been 
made in the film in line with 
the examining committee’s 
directions for granting a U/A 
16+ certificate.

During the hearing, the 
court questioned the CBFC’s 
decision to send the film for a 
fresh review even after the 
producer had complied with 
the examining committee’s 
recommendations. In re-
sponse, the CBFC argued that 
if the Chairperson is dissatis-
fied with the committee’s sug-
gestions, the film can be re-
ferred to a revising commit-
tee. It said Jana Nayagan 
would be reviewed by a fresh 

panel whose members were 
not part of the original exam-
ining committee.

The CBFC told the court 
that the producer had been in-
formed of this decision 
through an email dated Janu-
ary 5, and denied any ulterior 
motive behind the referral. 
When asked why the producer 
was not informed earlier, the 

board maintained that the pro-
cess followed was lawful.

KVN Studios countered that 
the examining committee 
comprised five members who 
recorded their views inde-
pendently. According to the 
producer, the majority had 
agreed to grant a U/A 16+ cer-
tificate subject to specific cuts, 
but one member later raised a 
complaint with the CBFC 
Chairperson. The producer ar-
gued that the dissenting view 
of a single member could not 
override the collective deci-
sion of the committee.

Emphasising the financial 
stakes, KVN Studios said it 
had invested around ₹500 
crore in the project and had 
applied for certification under 
the Tatkal scheme on Decem-
ber 18, while announcing a 

January 9 release date. It fur-
ther contended that once the 
examining committee had 
cleared the film subject to 
cuts, the CBFC could not re-
fer it to a revising committee.

The CBFC, however, sub-
mitted that it had received a 
complaint alleging that the 
film hurt the sentiments of a 
minority community and that 
certain defence force em-
blems were depicted in the 
film. Based on these con-
cerns, the matter was referred 
for review. The ASG added 
that the CBFC Chairperson 
has the authority to review a 
film until a certificate is for-
mally issued. After hearing 
both sides, the High Court 
reserved its order, which will 
determine the fate of the 
film’s release. 

The Madras High Court 
has reserved its orders 

in the Jana Nayagan 
certification case after 

hearing arguments 
from the CBFC and 

producer KVN Studios 
over delays, complaints, 
and the film’s U/A 16+ 

clearance. 

This is to inform to General public 
that my client Smt, Sunandamma C/o 
B.Murthy,  ,  Situated at Thavarakere   
Village, Thavarakere  Gramapanchayth, 
Hosakote     Taluk, Bengaluru Rural     
District, I am the  Owner  of the Below 
said Property,while Sale   Deed  for 
taken Certified  copy ,have lost following 
Document of property pertating to 
below Mentioned property Situated 
at  Thavarakere   Village, Thavarakere  
Gramapanchayth, Hosakote     Taluk, 
Bengaluru Rural     District, had 
published the factum of lost of her  
Original Sale  Deed,Dated;- 10-02-
2006, Regd Sale  Deed to be Executed 
By Smt, Saraswathamma w/o Late, 
N.C.Siddeshappa,           in Favour of Sri, 
T.N.Vijayakumar s/o Late, Nyanabasappa,  
in Respect of Property  Bearing 
E-Swathu Form No.11A, E-Swathu 
No.150300401800700153, Property 
No.3/147/142/139,In measuring East to 
west 12.19  Meters, North to South 6.096 
Meters, Totally measuring 74.322432 
Sq Meters, Builiding Area 55.741824 
Sq Meters, Situated at Thavarakere   
Village, Thavarakere  Gramapanchayth,  
Hosakote     Taluk, Bengaluru Rural     
District,in Regd as Book no.1, Volume 
no.HSK-1-05020/2005-06,InCDNO.
HSKD 53, Dated;-10-02-2006, in SRO 
Hosakote,  police complaint have been 
filed with regards to loss of the above 
said Document vide complaint in NCR 
NO. Lost Report no.1995891/2026, 
DATED;-06-01-2026, and complaint 
dated;-06-01-2026, as above, by 
respective person,if anybody finds these 
Document please inform within 7 Days 
in Below  mentioned Address. 
Place;-Chinthamani, 
Date;-06-01-2026.      

K.S.HARISH KUMAR   
                                ADVOCATE 

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,            
    ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,  

   BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA  
  TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD   

    CHINTHAMANI.

Document Lost 
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Afghan police  
seize 130 kg  

of drugs

China detains six 
members of 

underground church

Kabul
Afghan police confiscated 

130 kilograms of illegal 
drugs and arrested 36 
suspected smugglers 

across several provinces, 
officials said Wednesday. 
In Badakhshan, authori-

ties seized opium and 
hashish, detaining one 

person. Additional arrests 
occurred in Bamiyan, 
Kunduz, Parwan, and 

Laghman, where a drug 
lab was destroyed. Hun-
dreds of narcotic tablets, 
crystal meth, and hashish 
were recovered. Authori-

ties said these actions are 
part of a larger campaign 

to curb production and 
trafficking nationwide. 
Police have been con-

ducting targeted opera-
tions since late 2025, 

aiming to disrupt smug-
gling networks and main-

tain law and order 
throughout Afghanistan’s 

provinces.

Beijing
Chinese police have de-

tained six members of the 
Early Rain Covenant 

Church, a large under-
ground Protestant group 
in Chengdu, the church 

said Wednesday. The ar-
rests, including church 

leader Li Yingqiang, follow 
recent crackdowns on un-
registered religious groups 
across China. Authorities 

have tightened control 
over “house churches,” re-

stricting fundraising, 
preaching, and gatherings 

outside state-approved 
churches. Human rights 
groups called for the im-
mediate release of those 
detained. China has mil-

lions of Christians in both 
registered and unofficial 

congregations. This is the 
latest in a series of raids 
targeting underground 

churches, including major 
operations in Wenzhou 

and against the Zion 
Church last year.

Saudi-UAE rift worsens Yemen political crisis
ADEN

 
Uncertainty over the fate of 
Yemen’s southern separatist 
leader has deepened the polit-
ical and security crisis in the 
country’s south, while ten-
sions continue between Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emira tes .  Aidarous  a l 
Zubaidi, leader of the UAE 
backed Southern Transitional 
Council, skipped a planned 
trip to Riyadh for talks, trig-
gering confusion and fresh 
conflict.

The STC later said Zubaidi 
was in the port city of Aden, 
overseeing military and securi-
ty operations. However, it ad-

mitted it had lost contact with 
its delegation that travelled to 
Saudi Arabia. Saudi backed of-
ficials said government forces 
were advancing towards Aden, 
though Zubaidi’s exact location 

could not be independently 
confirmed.

The sudden developments 
have reduced hopes for a 
quick resolution to the south-
ern crisis. The standoff has 

exposed a serious rift between 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 
long time allies who now sup-
port opposing sides in Yemen. 
Both countries are key players 
in the coalition fighting the 
Iran aligned Houthi group.

Saudi officials earlier raised 
concerns about Zubaidi’s dis-
appearance and accused him 
of moving armed forces and 
distributing weapons to fuel 
unrest. The Saudi backed 
Presidential Leadership Coun-
cil removed Zubaidi from its 
membership and referred him 
to prosecutors on charges in-
cluding high treason and 
armed rebellion.

Zubaidi’s deputy met Saudi 

leaders earlier this week and 
was later tasked with main-
taining security in Aden, sig-
naling shifting alliances. 
Meanwhile, Saudi coalition 
forces carried out limited air-
strikes in southern Yemen, 
citing security threats.

The crisis follows clashes 
last month when STC forces 
seized territory in the south, 
changing the balance of pow-
er. Analysts warn that unless 
dialogue resumes soon, the 
dispute could further destabi-
lise Yemen, weaken the anti 
Houthi coalition, and worsen 
an already prolonged human-
itarian and political conflict 
across the region.

UNCERTAINTY OVER ADEN

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Strong earthquake 
jolts southern 

Philippines coastal area
Phivolcs reported a 6.4-magnitude quake at 23 km depth, 

urging nearby residents to watch for aftershocks
MANILA

 
A strong earthquake measur-
ing 6.7 in magnitude struck off 
the southern Philippines on 
Wednesday, according to the 
United States Geological Sur-
vey, but authorities said there 
were no immediate reports of 
deaths or major damage.

The quake occurred about 
68 kilometres east of Baculin, 
a village in the town of Hinat-
uan in Surigao del Sur prov-
ince. The USGS said the earth-
quake struck at a shallow 
depth of around 10 kilometres, 
which often increases the 
chance of strong shaking near 
the surface.

The Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology, 
known as Phivolcs, recorded 

the quake at a slightly lower 
magnitude of 6.4 and said it 
occurred at a depth of 23 kilo-
metres. The agency warned 
residents in nearby areas to 
stay alert for possible after-
shocks and minor damage.

Local police and disaster re-
sponse officials said people 
felt the tremor clearly, but ear-
ly checks did not show any 
injuries or structural damage. 
Joey Monato, the police chief 
of Hinatuan, said the shaking 
was noticeable but brief. He 

added that many residents 
rushed outside their homes as 
a precaution.

Phivolcs director Teresito 
Bacolcol said the epicentre 
was close to the area where 
two strong earthquakes 
struck in October last year, 
killing seven people. De-
spite this, he said the latest 
quake was unlikely to trig-
ger a tsunami.

“It will not generate destruc-
tive tsunami waves,” Bacolcol 
said, explaining that the depth 
and location reduced that risk.

The Philippines lies along 
the Pacific Ring of Fire, a re-
gion known for frequent 
earthquakes and volcanic ac-
tivity, making seismic events 
a common part of life for 
many communities.

CYPRUS TAKES 
EU HELM WITH 

ZELENSKIY VISIT
NICOSIA

 
Cyprus on Wednesday for-
mally took over the rotating 
presidency of the European 
Union, beginning its six-
month term with a high-pro-
file meeting attended by 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy and senior EU 
leaders. The opening event 
underlined the bloc’s contin-
ued focus on Ukraine and 
wider regional stability.

Zelenskiy was welcomed at 
the presidential palace in Nic-
osia by Cypriot President 
Nikos Christodoulides. Euro-
pean Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and Eu-
ropean Council President An-
tonio Costa also joined the 
discussions, marking a strong 
show of unity at the start of 
Cyprus’s term.

Speaking briefly before the 
meeting, Zelenskiy said he 
hoped Cyprus’s presidency 
would help move Ukraine clos-
er to EU membership. He add-
ed that the talks would also 
cover outcomes from a meeting 
held in Paris a day earlier, 
where the United States backed 
a broad group of Ukraine’s al-

lies in pledging security guar-
antees if a ceasefire is reached 
and Russia attacks again.

A formal ceremony later in 
the day will include leaders 
from the Middle East, such as 
Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun. Cyprus says this re-
flects its ambition to act as a 
bridge between Europe and 
the eastern Mediterranean re-
gion.

Although Cyprus has tradi-
tionally maintained close po-
litical and cultural ties with 
Russia, it has fully supported 
EU sanctions against Moscow 
since the invasion of Ukraine. 
Many Cypriots draw parallels 
between Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine and Turkey’s military 
intervention in northern Cy-
prus in 1974, after a coup 
linked to the then Greek mili-
tary regime.

Zelenskiy’s visit was wide-
ly seen as a clear political sig-
nal of ongoing EU support for 
Kyiv as the war with Russia 
enters its fifth year. President 
Christodoulides said Cyprus’s 
presidency will focus on 
strengthening EU autonomy 
and deeper integration to face 
growing global challenges.

Korean peninsula tensions 
need patience, says President

South Korea aims to improve China relations 
after 2017 tensions, with Lee emphasizing 
trust-building through consistent action

SEOUL
 

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung said on Wednesday 
that trust with China is im-
proving and that he has asked 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
to help mediate talks with 
North Korea. Lee spoke to re-
porters in Shanghai after meet-
ing Xi during a state visit, say-
ing patience would 
be needed to reduce 
tension on the Kore-
an peninsula.

Lee said he ex-
plained Seoul’s re-
peated but unsuc-
cessful efforts to re-
open dialogue with nuclear 
armed North Korea. He asked 
Beijing to use its influence to 
encourage talks aimed at peace 
and stability. According to 
Lee, Xi listened and acknowl-
edged those efforts, while 
stressing that progress takes 
time and steady action.

The South Korean leader 
said his government wants to 
enter a new phase in relations 
with China after several dif-
ficult years. Ties cooled after 

South Korea deployed a 
United States missile defence 
system in 2017, a move that 
led to trade and cultural re-
strictions from Beijing. Lee 
said rebuilding trust and re-
spect requires consistent 
work, not just words.

Lee and Xi have met twice 
in less than three months, a 
sign of warmer contacts. Lee 

said both sides dis-
cussed the wider re-
gion and the need to 
manage differences 
carefully while pro-
tecting core national 
interests. He added 
that recent tensions 

between China and Japan 
should be resolved through di-
alogue.

South Korea’s president said 
his country values stable ties 
with all major partners. He 
stressed that relations with Ja-
pan remain as important as ties 
with China, especially at a 
time of rising security risks in 
Northeast Asia. He said coop-
eration from regional powers 
is vital to lower risks and keep 
dialogue open.

BEIJING
 

China’s top diplomat has 
begun his annual New Year 
tour of Africa, with a strong 
focus on securing strategic 
trade routes and strengthen-
ing economic ties across 
the continent. Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi started the 
visit on Wednesday, signal-
ling Beijing’s continued 
priority on Africa in its 
global diplomacy.

The tour, running until Jan-
uary 12, will take 
Wang to Ethiopia, 
Somalia, Tanzania 
and Lesotho. These 
countries are seen 
as important part-
ners in China’s ef-
forts to protect 
shipping lanes, access natural 
resources and expand export 
markets. Ethiopia, one of Af-
rica’s fastest growing econo-
mies, is a key destination as 
China looks to deepen trade 
with young and increasingly 
affluent populations.

Somalia holds strategic im-
portance due to its location 
near the Gulf of Aden, a ma-
jor global shipping corridor 
linking Asia to Europe 
through the Red Sea. Wang’s 
visit will be the first by a Chi-
nese foreign minister to So-

malia in decades and is ex-
pected to boost Mogadishu’s 
diplomatic standing after re-
cent regional developments.

In Tanzania, discussions 
are likely to focus on logis-
tics and infrastructure. The 
country serves as a gateway 
linking mineral rich central 
Africa to the Indian Ocean. 
Chinese companies are al-
ready refurbishing the Tazara 
Railway, which connects 
Tanzania to Zambia, helping 
secure access to copper and 

other resources.
The visit to Leso-

tho highlights Chi-
na’s push to pro-
mote free trade 
with poorer nations. 
Beijing has offered 
tariff free access to 

its massive market for least 
developed countries, a move 
aimed at supporting exports 
and economic growth.

Chinese officials said the 
tour aims to deepen political 
trust, expand cooperation 
and strengthen long term 
partnerships. Analysts say 
the trip reflects China’s 
broader strategy to secure 
trade routes, counter global 
competition and reinforce its 
influence across Africa 
through investment, infra-
structure and diplomacy.

China diplomat Africa 
tour targets trade routes

Taiwan says China drills target global support
TAIPEI

 
Taiwan on Wednesday said 
China’s recent military exer-
cises around the island were 
aimed at weakening growing 
international support for Taipei 
and shifting attention away 
from Beijing’s domestic eco-
nomic problems. The assess-
ment was made by Taiwan’s 
National Security Bureau in a 
report submitted to Parliament.

According to the report, 
China’s war games, named 
“Justice Mission 2025”, in-
volved firing dozens of rockets 
and deploying large numbers 
of warships and aircraft near 
Taiwan. The drills disrupted 
civilian life, forcing the can-

cellation of several domestic 
flights, and triggered concern 
among regional allies and 
Western countries.

Taiwan’s security agency 
said the exercises carried clear 
political intent. It stated that 
Beijing was trying to counter 
backing from democratic part-
ners by creating pressure in the 
international arena. The report 
also said China sought to 
channel public frustration over 
economic challenges and so-
cial stress at home into nation-
alist sentiment by portraying 
Taiwan as a target of external 
interference.

The report highlighted that 
China has stepped up a “hy-
brid” campaign against Taiwan, 

combining military pressure 
with economic coercion, cyber-
attacks and information war-
fare. It said state media, artifi-
cial intelligence generated con-
tent and coordinated online 
activity were used to spread 
narratives questioning Taiwan’s 
defence capabilities and under-
mining trust in President Lai 
Ching te and the United States.

Taiwanese authorities said 
more than 19,000 controver-
sial messages were circulated 
online during the drills, while 
government systems faced 
over two million cyberattacks 
within two days. Several hack-
ing groups linked to China’s 
military were identified as ac-
tive participants.

Japan slams 
China export ban 

amid tensions
TOKYO

 
Japan on Wednesday strongly 
criticised China’s decision to 
ban exports of dual use items 
linked to military purposes, 
calling the move unacceptable 
and warning of wider econom-
ic risks if restrictions expand 
further. The dispute marks one 
of the sharpest escalations be-
tween Asia’s two largest econ-
omies in recent years.

The ban applies to goods and 
technologies that have both ci-
vilian and military uses, includ-
ing certain critical minerals 
used in electronics, chips and 
drones. Japanese officials said 
the decision unfairly targets Ja-
pan and goes against normal 
international trade practices. 
The remarks came amid reports 
that Beijing may also consider 
curbs on rare earth exports, a 
move that could severely im-
pact Japanese manufacturing.

The row was triggered late 
last year after Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi said a 
possible Chinese attack on Tai-
wan could pose an existential 
threat to Japan. China demand-
ed the comments be with-
drawn, but Tokyo has stood by 
its position. Since then, Beijing 
has announced several counter-
measures. Japanese markets 
reacted negatively, with the 
Nikkei index falling about one 
percent. Shares of major de-
fence related companies also 
declined. Analysts warned that 
broader restrictions on rare 
earths could hurt sectors such 
as automobiles and electric ve-
hicles, where Japan still depends 
heavily on Chinese supplies. 
Experts estimate that even a 
short term rare earth export curb 
could cost Japanese businesses 
billions of yen and reduce eco-
nomic growth. Japanese auto-
makers said they are closely 
watching developments.

France prepares 
response to 

possible 
Greenland move

PARIS 
 

France is working closely with 
its allies to prepare a coordinat-
ed response if the United States 
takes steps to gain control of 
Greenland, a French minister 
said on Wednesday. The issue 
has raised fresh concern across 
Europe after US President 
Donald Trump renewed his in-
terest in the strategic Arctic is-
land. French Foreign Minister 
Jean Noel Barrot said Paris 
wants any response to be col-
lective and discussed with Eu-
ropean partners. He said the 
matter would be raised with the 
foreign ministers of Germany 
and Poland, stressing that unity 
was essential in dealing with 
such a sensitive situation.

European leaders and Cana-
da have publicly backed Green-
land in recent days, saying the 
island belongs to its people. 
Greenland is an autonomous 
territory within the Kingdom of 
Denmark and is covered by 
Denmark’s membership of 
NATO, making any military 
action a serious test for the alli-
ance. Trump has argued that 
Greenland is vital for US secu-
rity and missile defence and 
has claimed Denmark has 
failed to protect it properly. The 
White House has said Washing-
ton is discussing different op-
tions, including a possible pur-
chase, though Greenland and 
Denmark have both said the 
island is not for sale.

Barrot said he had spoken 
with US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio, who ruled out a 
military invasion. Still, con-
cerns remain after recent US 
actions elsewhere revived fears 
of unpredictable moves.

Pak explores jet 
sales, strengthens 
Bangladesh ties

ISLAMABAD
 

Pakistan and Bangladesh dis-
cussed a defence pact, includ-
ing the potential sale of JF-17 
fighter jets, officials said 
Wednesday. Air chiefs from 
both countries met to review 
military cooperation, with Pa-
kistan offering fast delivery of 
Super Mushshak trainer aircraft 
and long-term support. The 
talks highlight warming ties 
after Bangladesh’s political up-
heaval last year, which strained 
its relations with India. 
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Jewellery emerges as key wealth asset: Deloitte Report 
NEW DELHI

Indian consumers are increas-
ingly viewing jewellery as a 
key part of long term wealth 
creation, according to a new 
report released on Wednesday. 
About 86 percent of people 
surveyed said gold and jewel-
lery remain a preferred asset, 
almost matching interest in 
market linked products such 
as mutual funds and stocks.

The Deloitte India report 
said the jewellery market is 
changing, with buyers seeing 
ornaments not only as family 
heirlooms but also as daily 

expressions of identity, life-
style and value. Around 56 
percent of consumers now see 
jewellery as both an invest-

ment and a fashion choice, 
while 28 percent buy it purely 
for investment purposes.

Older buyers and men con-

tinue to favour investment 
driven purchases, but younger 
Indians are pushing a shift to-
wards lighter, versatile de-
signs. Gen Z and millennials 
are actively diversifying their 
jewellery choices and adopt-
ing everyday wear. The report 
found that 51 percent of Gen 
Z prefer silver and 34 percent 
choose platinum. Nearly half 
the respondents favour mini-
malist pieces over heavy sets.

Changing buying occasions 
are also reshaping demand. 
Millennials now buy jewel-
lery for birthdays, anniversa-
ries and career milestones like 

promotions and graduations. 
Personal purchases such as 
rings, chains and earrings are 
rising, while physical stores 
continue to play a major role 
due to trust and assurance. 
Experts say retailers who bal-
ance tradition with modern 
design and efficiency will 
lead the industry’s next 
growth phase in India over 
the coming decade, as jewel-
lery remains both a cultural 
symbol and a practical wealth 
asset for millions of house-
holds nationwide today 
steadily evolving with young-
er buyers driving change.

FASHIONABLE WEALTH CHOICES

QUICK READ
Seoul

 shares hit record on 
tech rally

Domestic investors 
power Indian markets 

strongly

Seoul
South Korean shares rose 

for a fourth day on 
Wednesday, setting a 

fresh record as technolo-
gy and auto stocks gained 
strongly. The KOSPI index 

briefly crossed 4,600 
points before closing at a 
historic high above 4,550. 
Foreign investors led buy-

ing, while local institu-
tions and individuals sold 
shares. Major gains were 
seen in Samsung Elec-

tronics, SK hynix, Hyundai 
Motor, and Kia after posi-
tive tech news. Some air-

lines and energy stocks 
fell. The Korean won 

weakened slightly against 
the US dollar, while gov-

ernment bond prices end-
ed higher. Market confi-
dence stayed strong de-
spite mixed global cues 

during early Asian trading.

New Delhi
Domestic institutional in-
vestors gave strong sup-
port to Indian markets in 

2025, led mainly by mutual 
funds. Mutual fund equity 

assets jumped over twenty 
percent, while total assets 

also rose sharply. Insurance 
firms and pension funds in-

creased equity holdings, 
helped by easier rules. Al-
ternate investment funds 
and banks also reported 
healthy growth, showing 

rising local confidence. Do-
mestic investors bought 
large amounts of shares 

during the year. In contrast, 
foreign investors saw slow 
asset growth and sold eq-
uities amid high valuations 
and global tensions. Ana-
lysts expect this trend to 

continue as household sav-
ings stay market focused 

nationwide.
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Venezuela agrees oil export 
deal with United States

Venezuela’s crude oil is stuck on tankers after a U.S. attacked the country 
HOUSTON

Venezuela has agreed to ex-
port up to two billion dollars 
worth of crude oil to the 
United States under a new 
deal with Washington, ac-
cording to statements made. 
The agreement is expected to 
redirect oil supplies away 
from China and ease pressure 
on Venezuela’s strained oil 
sector.

US President  Donald 
Trump said the deal would 
involve supplying between 30 
and 50 million barrels of 
sanctioned Venezuelan oil to 
the United States. He said the 
oil would be sold at market 
prices and shipped directly to 
US ports. The move could 
help Venezuela avoid deeper 

production cuts caused by 
storage shortages.

Venezuela has millions of 
barrels of crude stuck on 
tankers after a recent US ex-
port blockade. Redirecting 
these cargoes to American 
buyers could bring temporary 
relief to the country’s oil in-

dustry. Analysts say the plan 
also supports US refiners that 
can process heavy crude.

Chevron is currently the 
only US company authorised 
to export Venezuelan oil. It 
has been shipping between 
100,000 and 150,000 barrels 
per day under special permis-

sions. It remains unclear how 
much revenue Venezuela will 
directly receive due to ongo-
ing financial sanctions.

US officials said increased 
oil flows would support jobs 
and stabilise fuel prices. Talks 
have also included possible 
auctions for US buyers and 
future use of Venezuelan oil 
in strategic reserves.

Despite the deal, political 
tensions remain high. Venezu-
elan officials criticised recent 
US actions, while markets re-
acted cautiously. Experts say 
the agreement signals a shift 
in energy ties, but long term 
outcomes will depend on 
sanctions policy, global de-
mand, and political stability 
in both countries and wider 
region going forward.

India hosts National 
Textiles Ministers 
Conference 2026

NEW DELHI

India will host a two day Na-
tional Textiles Ministers’ 
Conference 2026 in Guwaha-
ti with the aim of strengthen-
ing the country’s textile sector 
and positioning India as a 
global manufacturing hub. 
The event will be organised 
by the Ministry of Textiles in 
collaboration with the Gov-
ernment of Assam and will 
begin on January 8 (today).

The conference will bring 
together Textile Ministers and 
senior officials from states 
and Union Territories to dis-
cuss policies, investments, 
sustainability, exports, infra-
structure development and 
new technologies. It will be 
held under the theme “India’s 
Textiles: Weaving Growth, 
Heritage and Innovation”.

The initiative supports the 
government’s vision of mak-
ing India a leading global tex-
tile centre by 2030. The focus 
will be on increasing exports, 
generating jobs and ensuring 
inclusive growth while bal-
ancing development with cul-
tural heritage.

The inaugural session will 
be attended by Union Textiles 
Minister Giriraj Singh, Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma and Minister of 
State for Textiles Pabitra Mar-
gherita, along with other se-
nior leaders.

Key sessions will cover in-
frastructure and investment, 
expanding textile exports, raw 
materials and fibres, technical 
textiles, new age fibres and 
the promotion of handlooms 
and handicrafts. Special atten-
tion will be given to PM MI-
TRA Parks, sustainability 
goals, environmental compli-
ance and innovation across 
the value chain.

Ministers and officials are 
expected to share best practic-
es, regional challenges and 
policy ideas to strengthen tex-
tile clusters across districts. 
The conference aims to im-
prove Centre and State coor-
dination and create a clear 
roadmap for a competitive, 
sustainable and people fo-
cused textile industry, helping 
India secure a place in global 
markets while supporting tra-
ditional artisans.

The conference will 
unite Textile Ministers 

and senior officials 
from states and Union 
Territories to discuss 
policies, investments, 
sustainability, exports, 

infrastructure, and 
technologies under 

“India’s Textiles: 
Weaving Growth, 

Heritage, Innovation”

India is likely to meet its FY26 fiscal deficit target of Rs 15.79 
lakh crore, maintaining fiscal discipline

India’s tax revenues set to surge, 
fiscal deficit seen narrowing

NEW DELHI

India’s tax collections are ex-
pected to rise strongly in the 
coming years, helping the 
government continue its fiscal 
consolidation plans, accord-
ing to a new report released 
on Wednesday. The report by 
HDFC Bank said gross tax 
buoyancy may increase to 1.1 
in FY27 from a projected 0.64 
in FY26, indicating faster tax 
growth than the overall econ-
omy.

The report estimates nomi-
nal GDP growth of about 10.1 
percent in FY27, compared to 
an expected 8.5 percent in 
FY26. Higher economic ac-
tivity is likely to support 
stronger tax revenues. Gov-

ernment capital spending is 
projected to rise by 10.5 per-
cent to around Rs 11.5 to Rs 
12 lakh crore, while revenue 
expenditure may increase by 
9.5 percent to nearly Rs 41.9 
lakh crore.

India is also expected to 
meet its fiscal deficit target 
for FY26. The deficit is esti-
mated at Rs 15.79 lakh crore, 
close to the budgeted figure 
of Rs 15.69 lakh crore, or 4.4 
percent of GDP. Fiscal disci-
pline is likely to continue in 
the Union Budget 2026–27, 
with the deficit target expect-
ed to narrow further to 4.2 
percent in FY27.

The report projected a de-
cline in the debt to GDP ratio 
to 55.1 percent in FY27 from 

56.1 percent in FY26. Higher 
government bond supply may 
keep yields elevated, though 
RBI support and foreign in-
vestments could help stabilise 
markets.

Separately, policy experts 
urged tax reforms, wider tax 
base use of technology, GST 
expansion, and steps to curb 
the parallel economy. These 
measures could strengthen 
long term growth and im-
prove overall tax efficiency 
across sectors nationwide.

BlueScope 
rejects massive 

takeover bid 
again 

SYDNEY

BlueScope Steel on Wednes-
day rejected a $9 billion 
takeover offer, saying it bad-
ly undervalued the company. 
The board said bidders SGH 
and US-based Steel Dynam-
ics were trying to buy the 
steelmaker cheaply for the 
fourth time. Shares ended 
slightly higher but below the 
offered price. BlueScope 
warned the deal relied heav-
ily on debt and would use its 
strong balance sheet to fund 
the purchase. Investors said 
interest was welcome but the 
price was too low. Analysts 
believe bidders must raise 
the offer to win shareholder 
approval. Large pension 
funds remain caut ious , 
closely watching talks and 
future revisions.

Salaried Indians work force surges in 2025
NEW DELHI

India’s salaried workforce is 
seeing a sharp rise in high 
earners, according to a new 
report released on Wednesday. 
The share of salaried taxpay-
ers earning more than Rs 30 
lakh a year rose from 18.49 
percent in 2024 to 23.34 per-
cent in 2025. The data shows 
strong income growth among 
middle and upper middle 
class professionals.

The findings are part of 
ClearTax’s annual study titled 
‘How India Filed in 2025’. 
The report studied millions of 
income tax returns to under-
stand how Indians earn, in-
vest, and grow their money. It 

shows that career growth and 
experience are paying off for 
many workers.

The age group between 40 
and 50 years stands out as the 
strongest earning group. 
Nearly 38 percent of salaried 
taxpayers in this bracket earn 
above Rs 30 lakh annually. 
This makes them the biggest 
contributors to income tax 
collections. Stable careers, 
long experience, and senior 
roles are helping salaries peak 
during these years.

The report also highlights a 
major change in income pat-
terns. Many taxpayers are no 
longer dependent only on 
monthly salaries. A rise in 
ITR-2 and ITR-3 filings 

shows growing income from 
business, trading, and invest-
ments.

Investing is now common 
for many Indians. Most ITR-3 
filers reported capital gains, 
showing that stock markets 
are part of regular financial 
planning. Young people are 
starting early, with tax filings 
rising among those below 25. 
Millennials aged 25 to 35 are 
leading complex tax filings. 
Crypto assets, however, re-
main risky side investments 
rather than mainstream choic-
es. Experts say this trend may 
reshape India’s future tax base 
and long term household 
wealth planning across the 
country.

GCCs dominate India 
office market in 2025

MUMBAI

India’s office property market 
saw strong growth in 2025 as 
Global Capability Centres 
emerged as the biggest occu-
piers of office space. A new 
report said GCCs accounted 
for 38 percent of total leas-
ing, taking up 31.8 million 
square feet across major cit-
ies. This trend has strength-
ened India’s image as a glob-
al hub for research, technol-
ogy, and back office opera-
tions.

According to the Knight 
Frank India report, overall 
office leasing reached 86.4 
million square feet during the 
year. This marked a 20 per-
cent rise compared to 2024 
and crossed the earlier record 
level. The volume was also 

43 percent higher than the 
pre pandemic peak recorded 
in 2019, showing steady de-
mand over the last four 
years.

Bengaluru remained the 
clear leader in the office mar-
ket. The city alone captured 
47 percent of all GCC leas-
ing activity, totaling 15.2 
million square feet. Overall, 
Bengaluru recorded 29 mil-
lion square feet of gross leas-
ing, its highest ever figure.

Other cities also posted 
strong numbers. Hyderabad 
leased 11.4 million square 
feet, while Delhi NCR re-
corded 11.3 million square 
feet. Pune crossed 10.8 mil-
lion square feet and Chennai 
touched 10.1 million square 
feet. Mumbai came close 
with 9.8 million square feet. 

Crude oil slides as global 
market tensions rise

TOKYO

Asian markets retreated on 
Wednesday as crude oil prices 
fell sharply and investors re-
acted to rising global political 
tensions. The slide followed 
comments by US President 
Donald Trump that Venezuela 
would hand over up to fifty 
million barrels of oil for sale, 
raising fears of oversupply in 
global markets. US crude 
dropped to around fifty six 
dollars a barrel, while Brent 
slipped below sixty dollars, 
extending recent losses.

Stock markets across the 
region reacted nervously. Ja-
pan’s Nikkei index fell over 
one percent, hurt by fresh 
worries over trade and securi-
ty after China announced re-
strictions on exports of dual 
use items to Japan. Hong 
Kong shares also declined, 
ending a short rally. In con-
trast, Australian stocks edged 
higher, supported by strong 
commodity producers.

Investors also moved into 
safe haven assets. The Japa-
nese yen strengthened as un-
certainty spread from South 

America to East Asia. Gold 
and industrial metals stayed 
close to record levels, reflect-
ing ongoing demand for pro-
tection against risk.

Market experts said lower 
oil prices could help the glob-
al economy by reducing ener-
gy costs, but warned that 
growing geopolitical uncer-
tainty may cancel out those 
benefits. Political develop-
ments in Venezuela, including 
changes in leadership and 
control over oil reserves, re-
main a key concern.

European markets showed 
mixed signals, while US stock 
futures pointed slightly lower. 
Attention is now turning to 
upcoming US economic data, 
including jobs reports, which 
could shape expectations for 
future interest rate cuts by the 
Federal Reserve. Until clarity 
emerges, analysts expect mar-
kets to remain volatile. Trad-
ers remain cautious as head-
lines shift quickly, balancing 
opportunity with risk across 
currencies, equities, commod-
ities, and energy markets 
worldwide today this week 
ahead.

Elon xAI raises massive funding
NEW DELHI

Elon Musk’s artificial intelli-
gence startup xAI has com-
pleted a major funding round 
worth twenty billion dollars. 
The funding includes support 
from leading companies such 
as Nvidia, Valor Equity Part-
ners, and the Qatar Invest-
ment Authority. Other inves-
tors involved include Fidelity, 
Stepstone Group, MGX, Bar-
on Capital, and Cisco’s in-
vestment arm. The company 
did not share details about 
how much each investor con-
tributed or how the money 
was divided.

Reports say xAI plans to 
use a large part of the funds to 
buy powerful Nvidia comput-
er chips. These chips will be 

rented out over several years, 
helping investors recover 
their money. The funding will 
also help xAI expand its in-
frastructure, improve its tech-
nology, and launch new AI 
products for users worldwide.

xAI has already raised sig-
nificant money in the past 
year but is spending nearly 
one billion dollars every 
month. Musk has said the 
company is expanding its data 
center in Memphis to meet 
growing demand. One giga-
watt of power can supply 
hundreds of thousands of 
homes.

Musk has also shared plans 
to build one of the world’s 
largest AI training centers us-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
chips.

Finland’s specialist talent surge due to Indians
NEW DELHI

Indian professionals are play-
ing a major role in Finland’s 
growing specialist workforce, 
with a new report showing 
that they accounted for about 
34 percent of specialist level 
talent moving to the country 
in 2025. Technology and en-
gineering experts from India 
are working with leading 

global and Finnish firms such 
as Nokia, Kone, Wärtsilä, 
HCL, Infosys and TCS.

According to a report by 
Business Finland, around 300 
first time specialist residence 
permits were issued to Indian 
professionals between Janu-
ary and November 2025. This 
adds to a strong Indian com-
munity of over 20,000 people 
already living and working in 

Finland. The data highlights 
India as one of the most im-
portant talent sources for the 
Nordic nation.

Finland received 7,641 first 
time work based positive res-
idence permit applications 
between January and Septem-
ber 2025. Indians made up 
nearly 10 percent of these ap-
plications, showing steady 
and consistent interest. 



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   JANUARY 8, 2026 
INFORMATION10

The Silent 
Crisis of  India’s 

Failing Water 
Infrastructure

A Tale of Rust, Negligence, and Lives Lost
On a quiet stretch of Bengaluru’s KSFC Layout in 

early January 2026, something sinister flowed 
through kitchen taps and underground sumps. For 

nearly two weeks, families had dismissed the 
recurring stomach ailments as seasonal flu or bad 

food. But when residents opened their sump covers 
to find thick, dark silt and foul-smelling, gray-green 

sludge coating the bottom, the horrifying truth 
became undeniable: their drinking water had 
become a toxic conduit for human waste.The 

contamination crisis unfolding in Lingarajpuram 
represents far more than a localized municipal 

failure. It is a microcosm of a systemic catastrophe 
slowly poisoning Indian cities—one corroded pipe, 

one ignored complaint, and one deferred 
maintenance schedule at a time. While authorities 

grapple with the aftermath in Bengaluru, the 
nation’s attention remains fixed on Indore, where at 

least seventeen deaths have been linked to 
contaminated drinking water since December 2025. 

Simultaneously, Gandhinagar battles a typhoid 
epidemic with over 113 cases, and Delhi confronts its 

fourth water contamination crisis in five months. 
These are not isolated incidents. They are 

symptoms of an infrastructure disease that has 
metastasized across urban India.

THE LINGARAJPURAM CRISIS: WHEN RUST AND SEWAGE COLLIDE

S. Manjunath, a resident 
of KSFC Layout in Ben-
galuru, recalls the ago-

nizing progression of the cri-
sis. “This issue has been af-
fecting us for about 15 days, 
maybe even longer. People 
started falling sick one after 
another. In my house, my 
daughter-in-law had a stom-
ach upset first, then my moth-
er, and later my daughter,” she 
recounts. Like many affected 
families, Manjunath house-
hold contains elderly resi-
dents, young children, and a 
pregnant woman—precisely 
the vulnerable populations 
most susceptible to water-
borne pathogens.

Between 30 and 40 house-
holds along a single lane of 
the KSFC Layout, situated 
under the North City Corpora-
tion limits, have been directly 
impacted. However, residents 
fear the true extent of contam-
ination remains unknown. The 
symptoms tell a grim story: 
vomiting, diarrhea, intestinal 
infections, and stomach disor-
ders severe enough to require 
hospitalization. For days, fam-
ilies dismissed these ailments 
as food poisoning or seasonal 
illness. The early warning 
signs were subtle—water that 
appeared diluted in overhead 
tanks, alternating between 
dirty and clear phases that res-
idents initially attributed to 
natural supply variations.

The turning point came 
when residents compared 
notes and decided to have 
their sumps cleaned. What 
they discovered was shocking. 
The water accumulated at the 
bottom of their tanks was not 

merely discolored; it was a 
toxic soup of foul-smelling, 
gray-green liquid—the unmis-
takable signature of raw sew-
age. For families with toddlers 
and infants, the revelation was 
terrifying. As one resident de-
scribed it: “Even if you have a 
basic filter, this kind of con-
tamination is not something it 
can handle. I have a two-year-
old child, and that is what 
scared us.” After escalating 
their complaints, the Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) launched 
an intensive investigation. 
Using advanced robotic cam-
era technology, engineers 
traced the contamination to a 
pipeline that had been in ser-
vice for four decades. The 
diagnosis was straightfor-
ward yet damning: severe 
corrosion and rust had com-
promised the pipe’s struc-
tural integrity. The pipe-
line—a galvanized iron (GI) 
pipe, a type phased out in 
most modern water sys-
tems—had simply reached 
the end of its functional life. 
As one resident noted with 
bitter irony: “The ones here 
are GI pipes, which have been 
phased out elsewhere. But this 
layout never got a facelift.” 
The BWSSB’s response com-
bined immediate precaution 
with long-term remedy. Water 
supply to the affected area 
was halted entirely as a safety 
measure, forcing residents to 
depend on privately procured 
tankers. The water board de-
ployed Sanchari Kaveri mo-
bile tankers to supply free 
potable water while replace-
ment work commenced. Jaya-

seelan, president of the KSFC 
Layout Residents’ Welfare 
Association, praised the in-
tervention but highlight-
ed the systemic fail-
ure: “The sani-
tary line here 
i s  m o r e 
than 40 
y e a r s 
o l d . 

That’s 
why we 
are asking 
for both the 
water line and 
the sanitary line to 
be changed. It is better 
to be cautious now and do 
the needful, than wait for the 
next incident.”

The Indore Tragedy: Death in the Details
While Bengaluru’s crisis 

remained contained at 
the precautionary stage, In-
dore’s contamination crisis 
had already claimed lives. In 
the densely populated Bha-
girathpura locality, residents 
had complained about 
foul-smelling, discolored, 
yellowish water for more 
than two months before the 
outbreak erupted into a full-
blown public health emer-
gency. An investigation re-
vealed a horrifying breach: a 
major leak in the main Nar-
mada water pipeline had oc-
curred directly beneath a 
toilet at a police check post. 
Instead of proper septic in-
frastructure, sewage was 
routed into a pit situated im-
mediately above the water 
supply line. This fundamen-
tal engineering failure al-

lowed raw human waste to 
seep directly into the drink-
ing water system. When the 
contaminated water reached 
residents’ homes, it delivered 
a cocktail of deadly patho-
gens—E. coli, Salmonella, 
and Vibrio cholerae bacteria 
confirmed through laborato-
ry testing.

The death toll remains 
contested. Official govern-
ment figures confirm at least 
nine deaths, but families al-
lege the true number exceeds 
seventeen. Among the de-
ceased were a six-month-old 
infant and six women. Over 
2,000 residents fell ill, with 
more than 200 requiring hos-
pitalization. The outbreak 
exposed not merely a single 
maintenance failure, but a 
cascade of administrative 
negligence. Despite repeated 

resident complaints docu-
mented over weeks, authori-
ties took no action. It was 
only after media coverage 
and mounting deaths that the 
crisis received urgent atten-
tion. A damning Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) 
audit revealed that Indore 
lost as much as 65 percent of 
its drinking water supply 
through leakage and wast-
age—among the highest loss 
rates in the nation. Bhopal 
fared only marginally better, 
with losses around 50 per-
cent. The audit documented 
systemic delays in address-
ing leakages: repairs were 
delayed between 22 and 182 
days, while work orders took 
20 to 178 days to issue. 

This cascading bureaucrat-
ic lethargy directly enabled 
contamination.

Gandhinagar’s Epidemic: New Pipes, Same Failures
While Indore struggled 
with decades-old infra-
structure, Gandhinagar ap-
peared to have invested in 
modernization. A ₹257-
crore project had been 
launched to establish 24/7 
pressurized water supply 
to the city—an investment 
intended to eliminate pre-
cisely the contamination 
problems that plague inter-
mittent systems. Yet by 
early January 2026, the 
city was grappling with a 
typhoid outbreak linked to 
that same “modernized” 
system. Over 113 cases of 
typhoid were confirmed 
within a single five-day 
period. Sectors 24, 26, and 

28 became epicenters of 
illness, with the Gandhi-
nagar Civil  Hospital 
forced to open a 30-bed 
pediatric ward to handle 
children presenting with 
high fever and gastrointes-
tinal symptoms. The cause, 
ironically, lay in the very 
pipes meant to deliver 

safety. When engineers 
laid the new high-pressure 
water lines, they posi-
tioned them in dangerous-
ly close proximity to exist-
ing sewer lines. When the 
new system began operat-
ing at full pressure, weak 
points in the aging sewer 
infrastructure fractured.

Delhi’s Recurring 
NIGHTMARE
The Delhi Jal Board has be-

come synonymous with 
water contamination in the 
national capital. The Janakpu-
ri A-1 Block, comprising 926 
flats and housing between 
3,500 and 4,000 residents, has 
experienced contamination 
incidents four times within 
five months.  Independent 
laboratory testing by residents 
found E. coli levels as high as 
24,000 MPN/100 milliliters—
and in one extreme case, 
35,00,000 MPN/100 millili-
ters, indicating active fecal 
matter in household supplies. 
As per Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards, no bacterial contamina-
tion should be detected in any 
100-milliliter sample.

The Residents’ Welfare As-
sociation has accused the Del-
hi Jal Board of “administra-
tive deceit,” pointing out that 
while officials claim to have 
resolved the problem through 
pipeline replacement, the ac-
tual progress remains glacial-
ly slow. 

Of a 730-meter stretch that 
required replacement, only 
205 meters (28 percent) had 
been completed by late Sep-
tember 2025.

The Pune Phenomenon: Too Much Water, Too Little System

Pune presents a paradox. 
The city receives water 

from the Khadakwasla dam 
in abundance—so much that 
it experiences intra-city dis-
tribution chaos. Some neigh-
borhoods receive up to 600 
liters per capita per day, 
while others subsist on bare-
ly 100 liters. Despite an in-
stalled capacity to treat 599 

million liters daily of sew-
age, the city’s water supply 
and sanitation systems re-
main severely compromised. 
The Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration identified 175 sites 
where sewage leaks into the 
drinking water supply. Areas 
including Bavdhan, Bhusari 
Colony, Kharadi, Mhalunge, 
and Kalyaninagar  are 

plagued by intermittent wa-
ter supply, low pressure, and 
persistent contamination. 
Residents report stomach 
infections, diarrhea, and wa-
terborne illnesses. Some so-
cieties pay nearly 30-35 per-
cent of their annual budgets 
to purchase water from pri-
vate tankers—an unsustain-
able financial burden that 
transforms access to safe 
drinking water from a mu-
nicipal responsibility into a 
luxury. The root cause re-
mains consistent across all 
affected Pune neighbor-
hoods: aging water lines (of-
ten installed decades ago), 
poor supply pressure that 
prevents proper water flow.

he contamination crises 
unfolding across Indian 

cities are not random main-
tenance failures. They are 
symptoms of systemic dys-
function rooted in four key 
areas:

INFRASTRUCTURE AGE 
AND DESIGN 
Most urban water systems 
were designed decades ago 
using gravity-fed distribu-
tion and intermittent sup-
ply. These systems are in-
herently vulnerable to con-
tamination. Replacement 
requires massive capital 
investment and engineering 
redesign, yet maintenance 
budgets remain inadequate 
for even basic repairs.

STAFFING CRISES
CAG audits document vacan-
cies of 18-29 percent in tech-
nical and field positions. Wa-
ter boards lack the personnel 
to conduct routine inspec-
tions, respond to complaints, 
or implement preventive 
maintenance programs. This 
staffing shortage directly 
translates into delayed leak 
repairs, missed early warning 
signs, and reactive rather 
than proactive management.

LACK OF DIGITAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Most Indian cities lack 
GIS mapping of their wa-
ter and sewage networks. 
Decisions about pipe re-
placement, maintenance 

scheduling, and contami-
nation response are made 
based on paper records or 
institutional memory—an 
inherently unreliable sys-
tem, Modern smart sen-
sors.
Real-time monitoring sys-
tems, and geographic in-
formation systems could 
enable early detection and 
rapid response.

FRAGMENTED 
GOVERNANCE
Responsibility for water 
supply, sewage, and public 
health is often split across 
multiple authorities—water 
boards, municipal corpora-
tions, health departments—
that fail to coordinate. 

Conclusion: Breaking the Cycle
India stands at a critical 

juncture. The contamina-
tion crises of January 
2026—spanning Bengalu-
ru, Indore, Gandhinagar, 
and Delhi—are not isolated 
anomalies. They are har-
bingers of what awaits cit-
ies without urgent action. 
AMRUT 2.0’s ₹2,77,000-
crore investment provides 
the financial capacity to 
transform urban water sys-
tems. What remains uncer-
tain is whether political 
will, institutional capacity, 
and coordinated gover-
nance can match this ambi-
tion. The solution is neither 

mysterious nor undiscov-
ered. Cities implementing 
24/7 pressurized systems 
with GIS mapping and re-
al-time monitoring have 
eliminated the vast majori-
ty of contamination inci-
dents. The question is not 
“how” but “when.” Every 
month of delay means 
more contaminated water 
flowing through pipes. Ev-
ery quarter of inaction 
means another family ex-
periencing waterborne ill-
ness. Every year of bureau-
cratic lethargy means an-
other generation scarred by 
preventable disease.

Geeta and her family in 
Bengaluru now await the 
installation of a new water 
pipeline. The residents of 
Indore grieve loved ones 
who died from contamina-
tion that should never have 
occurred. Gandhinagar’s 
families face ongoing ty-
phoid cases from a newly 
built system that failed 
through poor engineering 
coordination. 

These crises were not in-
evitable. They were cho-
sen—through years of de-
ferred maintenance, chron-
ic underfunding, and negli-
gent governance.
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ICC willing to work with 
us to address concerns 

on playing in India: BCB
Bangladesh board says ICC receptive to security  

concerns amid India hosting T20 World Cup
DHAKA

The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) on Wednesday 
said the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has conveyed 
its willingness to work close-
ly with it to address concerns 
related to Bangladesh’s par-
ticipation in the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup, scheduled to 
be held in India next month.

The development comes 
amid heightened tensions fol-
lowing the ouster of Bangla-
deshi pacer Mustafizur Rah-
man from the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) on the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India’s 
(BCCI) instructions, a move 
that triggered sharp reactions 
in Dhaka. In response, a livid 
BCB had written to the ICC 
demanding that Bangladesh’s 
four World Cup matches in 
India be shifted to co-host Sri 
Lanka, citing safety and secu-
rity concerns for its players.

In a statement, the BCB 
said it had received a formal 

response from the ICC re-
garding the issues raised by 
the board, including the re-
quest for relocation of match-
es. “The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board has received a response 
from the ICC regarding the 
Board’s expressed concerns 
over the safety and security of 
t h e 

B a n - gladesh 
National Cricket Team in In-
dia for the ICC T20 World 
Cup,” the statement said.

According to the BCB, the 
ICC reiterated its commit-
ment to ensuring Bangla-

desh’s “full and uninterrupted 
participation” in the tourna-
ment. “The ICC has conveyed 
its willingness to work close-
ly with the BCB to address 
the concerns raised and has 
assured that the Board’s in-
puts will be welcomed and 
duly considered as part of the 
detailed security planning for 
the event,” it added.

However, the ICC has not 
issued any public statement 
on the matter so far.

The ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup is set to begin on Febru-
ary 7, with India and Sri Lan-
ka serving as co-hosts. Ban-
gladesh are scheduled to play 
all four of their group-stage 
matches in India, with fix-
tures slated in Kolkata and 
Mumbai.

While the BCB’s demand 
for relocation remains under 
consideration, officials indi-
cated that discussions with 
the ICC are ongoing, and fur-
ther clarity is expected as the 
tournament approaches.

I am hopeful Shaheen 
will play T20 WC: Agha
KARACHI

Pakistan’s T20 captain Salman Ali Agha 
on Wednesday expressed optimism that 
pace spearhead Shaheen Shah Afridi will 
recover in time to feature in next month’s 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup, despite the 
fast bowler currently undergoing rehabil-
itation for a knee injury.

Afridi, a cornerstone of Pakistan’s pace 
attack across formats, picked up the inju-
ry while fielding during a recent Big Bash 
League match in Australia. He was sub-
sequently released by Brisbane Heat and 
recalled by the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) for rehabilitation under the super-
vision of the board’s medical panel at the 
High Performance Centre in Lahore.

“We are hopeful he will be fit for the 
World Cup, but the final decision will 
come from the Board on the advice of the 
medical panel,” Salman told reporters in 
Dambulla, where Pakistan are set to face 
Sri Lanka in the opening T20I of the 
three-match series on Wednesday.

The PCB on Wednesday shared a video 
of Shaheen undergoing rehabilitation, 
though it did not specify the severity of 
the injury or provide a timeline for his 
return to full fitness. This is not the first 
time the left-arm pacer has faced knee 
trouble, having previously suffered a sim-

ilar injury in 2021 during a Test match 
in Galle that sidelined him for several 
months.

The upcoming T20 World 
Cup will be co-hosted by In-
dia and Sri Lanka, with Pa-
kistan scheduled to play all 
their matches in Sri Lanka. 
Salman said the ongoing bi-
lateral series would serve as 
vital preparation for the tour-
nament.

“We have managed to put 
together a balanced and strong 
side for the World Cup. This 
series will help the players a lot, 
especially those who haven’t 
played much cricket in Sri Lan-
ka,” he said.

Pakistan have named only one 
debutant, Khawaja Nafay, in their 
squad for the Sri Lanka series. 
The squad also marks the return 
of experienced all-rounder Shadab 
Khan, who has been recalled after 
an eight-month absence following 
shoulder surgery. Shadab earned 
his comeback after impressive 
performances in the Big Bash 
League in December, giving Pa-
kistan an added boost ahead of 
the global event.

Pakistan 
captain backs 
Afridi’s 
recovery, says 
medical panel 
will decide 
final call

 Sindhu overcomes Chinese-Taipei 
opponent in opening round

Returning from 
injury, PV Sindhu 

registers 
confident win to 
enter Malaysia 

Open pre-quarters

KUALA LUMPUR

Indian badminton star PV 
Sindhu made a confident re-
turn to competitive action, 
defeating Chinese-Taipei’s 
Sung Shuo Yun in the wom-
en’s singles opening round of 
the Malaysia Open Super 
1000 tournament here on 
Wednesday.

The 30-year-old former 
world champion, who 
had taken an extended 
break from the BWF 
World Tour since 
October last year to 
recover from a foot 
injury, prevailed 
21-14, 22-20 in a 
match that lasted 
just over 51 min-
utes.  Ranked 
1 8 t h  i n  t h e 
world, Sindhu 
showed no visi-

ble signs of dis-

comfort as she outplayed the 
lower-ranked Sung to move 
into the pre-quarterfinals.

Sindhu started on an au-
thoritative note, racing to a 
6-2 lead in the opening game 
and maintaining complete 
control to pocket it comfort-
ably. Her powerful smashes 
and sharp court coverage kept 
Sung under pressure, allowing 
the Indian to close out the 
first game 21-14.

The second game, however, 
proved to be a far sterner test. 
Sung surged ahead to lead 
11-4 at the interval and later 
extended her advantage, forc-
ing Sindhu to dig deep. The 
Indian gradually found her 
rhythm, clawing back to level 
the score at 13-all. Sung again 
moved ahead to lead 17-14, 
but Sindhu’s experience and 
composure came to the fore 
as she drew level once more. 
At 20-all, Sindhu held her 

nerve to win the final two 
points and seal the contest.

The victory improved Sind-
hu’s head-to-head record 
against Sung to 2-0 and set up 
a challenging round-of-16 
clash against Japan’s world 
No.9 Tomoka Miyazaki. Mi-
yazaki progressed after her 
South Korean opponent Sim 
Yu Jin retired hurt during 
their match. 

Earlier in the day, India suf-
fered a setback in mixed dou-
bles as Dhruv Kapila and Tan-
isha Crasto exited the tourna-
ment, losing a closely fought 
three-game match to Ameri-
can pair Presley Smith and 
Jennie Gai.

Later on Wednesday, In-
dia’s top men’s doubles duo 
of Chirag Shetty and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy are sched-
uled to begin their campaign 
against Chinese-Taipei’s Yang 
Po-Hsuan and Lee Jhe-Hue.

CHENNAI

Standing tall at 6 feet 11 inch-
es, India men’s basketball 
team captain Palpreet Singh 
Brar may cut an imposing fig-
ure, but off the court he is 
soft-spoken and measured. On 
the hardwood, however, the 
Punjab-born centre transforms 
into a vocal and aggressive 
leader — a necessity, he be-
lieves, for guiding the nation-
al side through tough interna-
tional challenges.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the Senior National Basket-
ball Championship here, Pal-
preet underlined the urgent 
need for more overseas expo-
sure trips if India are to im-
prove their performances on 
the continental stage. “Expo-
sure tours help build chemis-
try and confidence among 
players. Without them, it be-
comes very difficult to com-
pete at a higher level,” he 
said.

India endured a disappoint-
ing start to the 2027 FIBA 
World Cup Asian Qualifiers, 
losing twice to Saudi Arabia 
— 51-75 in Riyadh and 57-81 
in Chennai — last November. 
Placed in Group D, India will 
face Qatar on February 28 
and Lebanon on March 3 in 
their next set of qualifiers. 
Palpreet, currently represent-
ing Railways at the nationals, 

will lead the team in these 
crucial assignments.

Coached by American Scott 
Flemming, the Indian side re-
lies heavily on three-point 
shooting. However, their 
struggles were evident against 
Saudi Arabia, with the team 
managing just 18.3 per cent 
from beyond the arc in Ri-
yadh and 20 per cent in Chen-
nai, as per FIBA statistics.

Palpreet felt short training 
camps were another major 
drawback. “A 20-day or one-
month camp is not enough. 
Before the Asia Cup, we had 
exposure trips to Dubai and 
Doha before playing Bahrain 
and Iraq. Those trips made a 
big difference. Before the 
World Cup qualifiers, we 
didn’t get that kind of 
preparation,” he explained.

He echoed coach Flem-
ming’s earlier concerns 
about limited preparation 
time, as players were 
scattered across leagues 
abroad. “In practice 
games, we mostly 
play junior teams. 
They benefit, not us,” 
Palpreet said.

Looking ahead, he wel-
comed the Basketball Federa-
tion of India’s plan to launch 
the India Basketball League 
later this year. “If our aim is 
to reach the Olympics, expo-
sure is key. Teams like Leba-

non and Iran spend months 
playing in the US and Eu-
rope. We need similar oppor-
tunities,” he added.

Meanwhile, Railways and 
Karnataka (men), along with 
Railways and Kerala (wom-
en), have qualified for the 
quarterfinals of the champi-
onship, while 
Tamil Na-
du’s men’s 
and wom-
en’s teams 
are a win 
a w a y 
from the 
last eight.

India skipper stresses overseas exposure, longer camps 
crucial for confidence, chemistry ahead of qualifiers

Need more exposure trips to 
improve: Basketball team captain

National boxing: Lovlina edges Saweety; 
Panghal survives Priyanshu’s challenge

GREATER NOIDA

Two of India’s biggest boxing 
names were pushed to the 
limit but emerged victorious 
as Olympic bronze medallist 
Lovlina Borgohain and for-
mer world silver medallist 
Amit Panghal advanced at the 
National Boxing Champion-
ships. The highlight of the 
day was the much-anticipated 
women’s 75kg second-round 
clash between Lovlina and 
former world championship 
silver medallist Saweety Boo-
ra at the Gautam Buddha Uni-
versity. Living up to expecta-
tions, the bout turned into a 
fierce contest, with Lovlina 
eventually prevailing 3-2 in a 
split decision.

Saweety came out aggres-
sively, relying on speed and 
constant pressure, catching 
Lovlina off guard in the open-
ing round, which she comfort-
ably took. The Assamese box-
er, however, regrouped well, 
using her height and reach to 
keep Saweety at bay in the 
second round. The bout grew 
increasingly physical, at times 
resembling a wrestling con-
test, with both boxers receiv-

ing warnings from the referee. 
Lovlina edged the second 
round narrowly and carried 
that momentum into the third 
to seal the win.

Saweety expressed disap-
pointment with the verdict but 
remained defiant. “If you see 
the bout closely, none of the 
punches she was awarded 
points for touched me. But I 
am used to such situations. I 
have never had it easy and 
know I must dominate com-
pletely to be declared the win-
ner,” she said.

In the men’s 55kg category, 
seasoned campaigner Amit 
Panghal narrowly avoided an 
upset against Haryana young-
ster Priyanshu. The younger 
boxer stunned Panghal by tak-

ing the opening round, but the 
former world silver medallist 
drew on his experience to win 
the second and dominate the 
third, securing a 3-2 victory. 

Women — 51kg: Nitu 
Ghanghas (Har) bt Priya 
(HP) RSC; 54kg: Sakshi 
Chaudhary (SSCB) bt 

Manasa Veni Anakapalli 
(AP) RSC; 75kg: Lovli-
na Borgohain (Asm) bt 

Saweety Boora (Har) 3-2.

Men — 55kg: Jaduma-
ni Singh (SSCB) bt R. 
Parthiban (TN) RSC; 

Amit Panghal (SSCB) bt 
Priyanshu (Har) 3-2; 60kg: 
Hussamuddin (SSCB) bt 

Ashish (HP) 5-0.

ISL restart followed due process: Chaubey
CHENNAI

After months of uncertainty 
marked by court proceedings, 
prolonged negotiations and 
intense deliberations, the In-
dian Super League (ISL) is 
set to kick off on February 14. 
All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) president Kalyan 
Chaubey said the governing 
body took care to ensure there 
were no procedural lapses be-
fore announcing the resump-
tion of the country’s premier 
football competition.

The 2025-26 ISL season, 
which was initially clouded 
by doubts following the expi-
ry of the Master Rights 
Agreement (MRA) between 

the AIFF and Football Sports 
Development Limited (FSDL) 
on December 8 last year, will 
now feature 14 clubs, with 
Odisha FC joining the league 
at a late stage. The tourna-
ment will be played in a trun-
cated format, with teams 
completing 91 matches on a 
single home-and-away basis, 
and is expected to run until 
June 15, subject to fixture fi-
nalisation.

Chaubey, speaking from 
Delhi, acknowledged that the 
period had been challenging 
but credited dialogue and co-
operation between stakehold-
ers for the breakthrough. “We 
wanted to ensure that the con-
stitution is respected, as di-

rected by the Supreme Court, 
and that there are no legal or 
procedural gaps in our deci-
sion,” he said.

He explained that following 
the AIFF’s annual general 
meeting on December 20, 
constitutional provisions 
posed challenges for prospec-
tive bidders responding to the 
Request for Proposal (RFP), 
despite four bidders raising as 
many as 234 queries. To ad-
dress this, a nine-member 
AIFF-ISL coordination com-
mittee was formed, compris-
ing five club representatives 
and four AIFF members, giv-
ing clubs a majority voice in 
discussions.

The committee held six 
meetings between December 
22 and 29 and deliberated on 
league formats and budgets, 
considering options such as a 
two-conference system and a 
traditional home-and-away 
format before finalising the 
latter. An AIFF executive 
committee meeting on Tues-
day reviewed all proposals to 

ensure compliance with con-
stitutional and legal require-
ments.

Chaubey also revealed that 
AIFF has committed to con-
tributing 40 per cent of the 
league’s central pool, capped 
at Rs 25 crore, translating to a 
Rs 10 crore contribution. Ad-
ditionally, clubs have been 
granted financial relief, in-
cluding a moratorium allow-
ing them to defer payment of 
a Rs 1 crore league fee until 
June. “This arrangement is for 
this season alone,” Chaubey 
said, adding that clubs retain 
full commercial autonomy. 
“After everything, it’s time to 
get back to playing football.”

Jacob Duffy 
named in New 

Zealand's squad 
for the T20 WC

WELLINGTON

Pacer Jacob Duffy was on 
Wednesday named in New 
Zealand’s squad for the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup, earn-
ing a maiden call-up after a 
stellar 2025 in which he 
emerged as one of interna-
tional cricket’s most prolific 
wicket-takers.

The 31-year-old enjoyed a 
breakthrough year, claiming 
81 wickets across formats to 
eclipse Sir Richard Hadlee’s 
40-year-old New Zealand re-
cord of 79 wickets in a calen-
dar year. His consistency also 
lifted him to second place in 
the ICC men’s T20I bowling 
rankings. Although the only 
member of a squad boasting a 
combined 1,064 T20I caps 
who has not previously fea-
tured at a T20 World Cup, 
Duffy’s inclusion was widely 
expected. He will strengthen 
an experienced pace unit fea-
turing Matt Henry, Lockie 
Ferguson, Adam Milne and 
all-rounder Jimmy Neesham, 
with Kyle Jamieson named as 
the reserve fast bowler. The 
tournament will be co-hosted 
by India and Sri Lanka from 
February 7 to March 8.

All-rounder Mitchell Sant-
ner will captain the side and 
lead a strong spin group 
alongside Ish Sodhi, Michael 
Bracewell, Glenn Phillips and 
Rachin Ravindra. Santner and 
Sodhi both played in the 2016 
edition in India. Batting group 
remains settled.
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RABAT/MARRAKESH

Adil Boulbina and Amad Di-
allo delivered moments of 
decisive brilliance as Algeria 
and Ivory Coast secured con-
trasting victories to complete 
the Africa Cup of Nations 
quarter-final line-up in Mo-
rocco.

In Rabat, substitute Boulbi-
na struck a dramatic winner 
deep into extra time to hand 
Algeria a tense 1-0 victory 
over the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. With the contest 
seemingly headed for a penal-
ty shoot-out, Boulbina was 
released down the left in the 
119th minute, drove into the 
box and unleashed a ferocious 
strike that found the net, send-
ing the largely pro-Algeria 
crowd of 18,837 into raptures.

The goal capped an intense 
but cagey encounter between 
two continental  heavy-
weights, a match that prom-

ised much but often lacked 
cutting edge in the final third. 
Algeria captain Riyad Mahrez 
and teenage sensation Ibrahim 
Maza were both substituted 
before the end of regulation 
time as clear chances re-
mained scarce.

Boulbina, who plays his 
club football with Al-Duhail 
in Qatar, was an unlikely 
hero, making just his second 
substitute appearance of the 
tournament. “I have always 
dreamed of playing for the 
national team,” an emotional 
Boulbina said. “I had my 
chance, I scored, and the most 
important thing is that we 
qualified.”

Despite the heartbreak, DR 
Congo can still look ahead to 
an intercontinental play-off in 
March, with a chance to qual-
ify for their first World Cup 
since 1974.

Earlier in Marrakesh, Amad 
Diallo starred as defending 
champions Ivory Coast 
brushed aside Burkina Faso 
3-0 to reach the quarter-finals, 
becoming the first title hold-
ers since 2010 to reach the 
last eight. Diallo powered 
home the opener in the 20th 
minute before setting up Yan 
Diomande for a superb sec-
ond just before half-time. 
Substitute Bazoumana Toure 
added a third late on.

The quarter-finals begin on 
Friday with Senegal facing 
Mali and Cameroon taking on 
hosts Morocco. Algeria will 
meet in-form Nigeria on Sat-
urday, followed by Ivory 
Coast’s clash with seven-time 
champions Egypt.

MESSI reveals 
his private, off-

pitch personality 
Football icon Lionel Messi opens up about solitude,  

structure, and life away from spotlight
MIAMI

Lionel Messi, widely 
regarded as one of the 
greatest footballers of all 
time, has revealed a can-
did and lesser-known 
side of his personality, 
admitting that away from 
the pitch he prefers soli-
tude and values time 
alone to unwind.

Known for letting his 
football do the talking, 
the Argentina captain has 
long avoided the lime-
light off the field, choos-
ing a quiet personal life 
over public theatrics. 
Unlike many modern su-
perstars, Messi has rarely 
sought attention through 

controversy or bold 
statements, instead 
focusing on per-
formances that 

have defined an era and 
earned him admiration across 
generations.

In a recent interview, the 
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner 
spoke openly about how he 
disconnects from the constant 
demands of football and fami-
ly life. I really like being 
alone, I enjoy being alone,” 
Messi said, offering an unusu-
ally frank glimpse into his pri-
vate world.

With three young children at 
home, Messi admitted the en-
ergy and chaos can sometimes 
be overwhelming. “The mess 
at home with the three kids 
running around everywhere 
ends up saturating me and I 
like a moment of solitude,” he 
explained, adding that those 
quiet moments help him reset 
mentally.

Messi also spoke about his 
deep need for routine and 

structure, acknowledging that 
sudden changes can affect his 
mood. “I’m very structured. If 
I have the day organised in a 
certain way and something 
changes in the middle, it af-
fects me,” he said. He credited 
his wife, Antonella Roccuzzo, 
with understanding his emo-
tions better than he does him-
self, noting that small, seem-
ingly trivial things can influ-
ence how he feels.

On the professional front, 
Messi recently added another 
milestone to his glittering ca-
reer by leading Inter Miami to 
their first-ever Major League 
Soccer title. The Argentine en-
joyed a remarkable season, 
scoring 29 goals and providing 
19 assists in 28 matches, un-
derlining that even as he em-
braces solitude off the pitch, 
his impact on it remains as 
powerful as ever.

Boulbina stunner takes Algeria 
through, Diallo sparkles for I. Coast

Late drama and 
individual brilliance 

seal AFCON quarter-
final berths in Morocco 

matches

Trademark 
ruling delays 

Las Vegas 
branding plans 

as franchise 
prepares for 

Nevada move

US Patent Office denies Athletics 
trademarks, but club can refile

LAS VEGAS

The U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office has denied, for 
now, the Athletics’ applica-
tions to trademark the names 
“Las Vegas Athletics” and 
“Vegas Athletics,” citing con-
cerns that the term “Athletics” 
is too generic and could cause 
confusion even when linked 
to Las Vegas. The decision, 
issued on December 29, does 
not close the door on the 
club’s branding plans. The 
Athletics have three months 
to seek an extension and up to 
six months to submit a new 
application addressing the ob-
jections. The franchise in-
tends to relocate permanently 
to Las Vegas in 2028.

According to the Patent and 
Trademark Office, the word 
“Athletics” is commonly used 
to describe sports activities 
and may not be distinctive 
enough for exclusive trade-

mark protection. This stance 
comes despite the nickname’s 
deep roots in baseball history. 
The club has been known as 
the Athletics since 1901, be-
ginning in Philadelphia before 
moving to Kansas City in 
1955 and then Oakland in 
1968.

A similar issue recently af-
fected the NHL’s Utah fran-
chise, which was denied the 
“Yetis” nickname earlier this 
month due to potential confu-
sion with existing brands. 
Utah has since adopted the 
name “Mammoth.”

The Athletics are currently 
playing in West Sacramento, 
California, after leaving Oak-
land last year. During their 
temporary stay, which will 
last three seasons, the team is 
competing under the simpli-
fied name “Athletics.”

Construction is underway 
on a new $2 billion, 33,000-
seat stadium on the Las Vegas 

Strip. Club officials told the 
Las Vegas Stadium Authority 
in December that the project 
remains on schedule to open 
ahead of the 2028 Major 
League Baseball season. Ne-
vada and Clark County have 
approved up to $380 million 
in public funding, with the 
team committed to covering 
the remainder.

As preparations for the 
move continue, the Athletics 
have made significant roster 
investments. Recently, the club 
signed left fielder Tyler Soder-
strom to a seven-year, $86 mil-
lion contract, the richest in 
franchise history, and acquired 
second baseman Jeff McNeil 
from the New York Mets. 
Long-term deals have also 
been secured for Brent Rooker, 
Lawrence Butler and manager 
Mark Kotsay, underlining the 
franchise’s intent to estab-
lish stability ahead of its 
Las Vegas debut.

Canada forward responds to criticism, inspires Juventus to emphatic Serie A victory

Jonathan David redeems himself with goal and 
assist in Juventus' 3-0 win over Sassuolo

MILAN

Jonathan David silenced his critics 
with a decisive second-half perfor-
mance, scoring a goal and providing 
an assist as Juventus cruised to a 3-0 
victory over Sassuolo in Serie A on 
Tuesday.

The Canada international had come 
under scrutiny after missing a crucial 
penalty in Saturday’s 1-1 home draw 
against Lecce, but coach Luciano 
Spalletti kept faith in the forward by 
naming him in the starting lineup. Da-
vid repaid that confidence in style, 
playing a central role as Juventus 
pulled away after a cagey first half.

An own goal from Sassuolo defend-
er Tarik Muharemovic shortly before 
the interval gave Juventus a slender 
advantage at the break, but the contest 
was effectively settled in the space of 
two minutes early in the second half. 
In the 62nd minute, David showed 

great awareness to set up Fabio Miret-
ti, whose composed finish doubled 
Juve’s lead. Just a minute later, David 
capped his display by getting on the 
scoresheet himself, sparking jubilant 
celebrations that saw the entire Juven-
tus squad, including substitutes and 
Spalletti, rush to embrace him.

The win kept fourth-placed Juven-
tus level on points with Roma, who 
also recorded a 2-0 victory away to 
Lecce. Both sides sit three points be-
hind Serie A leaders Inter Milan, al-
though Juventus, Roma and Inter have 
all played two matches fewer than the 
teams above them.

Elsewhere, Roma bounced back 
from weekend disappointment with a 
composed performance in Lecce. 
Evan Ferguson opened the scoring in 
the 14th minute after a clever ex-
change involving Paulo Dybala, while 
Artem Dovbyk sealed the win in the 
71st minute by tapping in from close 

range following a cor-
ner. Dovbyk later 
limped off with a leg 
issue, though Lecce 
remained 16th in 
the standings.

I n  a n o t h e r 
match, Como 
strengthened 
their push to-
w a r d  t h e 
Champions 
L e a g u e 
places with a 
3-0 win over 
P isa .  Goals 
from Máximo Per-
rone and Anastasios 
Douvikas put Como in con-
trol, while goalkeeper Jean 
Butez saved a penalty before 
Douvikas converted from the 
spot in stoppage time to com-
plete the victory.

Record-Breaking Opening Week 
Thrills Fans across South Africa

JOHANNESBURG

The Betway SA20 Season 4 
has exploded into life with a 
record-breaking opening 
week that has thrilled cricket 
fans across South Africa, de-
livering high-octane action, 
packed stadiums and unfor-
gettable moments both on and 
off the field.

Crowds have streamed 
through the turnstiles nation-
wide, with seven matches al-
ready sold out, creating the 
electric atmosphere that has 
become synonymous with the 
Betway SA20. The tourna-
ment burst into action at 
Newlands, where defending 
champions MI Cape Town 
and Durban’s Super Giants 
treated fans to a breathtaking 
run-fest in the season opener. 
A staggering 449 runs were 
scored on the night, featuring 
25 sixes and 40 boundaries, 
setting the tone for a spectac-
ular campaign.

Durban’s Super Giants’ im-
posing 232/5 was the highest 

total ever recorded at 
Newlands, surpass-

ing the 204/3 
scored by Sun-
risers Eastern 

Cape in the 2024 final. De-
spite the loss, MI Cape 
Town’s Ryan Rickelton lit up 
Season 4 with a sublime 113 
off 65 balls, especially nota-
ble given that no centuries 
were scored during the entire 
Season 3.

The opening week has been 
marked by several firsts. The 
Wanderers hosted its maiden 
Betway SA20 Super Over on 
New Year’s Day as Joburg 
Super Kings and Durban’s 
Super Giants played out a 
thrilling tie. Joburg eventually 
prevailed, with Rilee Ros-
souw smashing Noor Ahmad 
for two boundaries to send a 
packed Bullring into raptures.

Derby clashes have added 
further spice, with Joburg Su-
per Kings defeating Pretoria 
Capitals at Centurion for the 

first time in four seasons. 
Paarl Royals also made histo-
ry by completing a double 
over Western Cape rivals MI 
Cape Town, winning at both 
Boland Park and Newlands 
for the first time.

Two-time champions Sun-
risers Eastern Cape have en-
joyed their best-ever start, 
winning their first two match-
es with bonus points. Marco 
Jansen and Ottneil Baartman 
became the first bowlers to 
cross 50 wickets in SA20 his-
tory, with Baartman currently 
leading the charts with 11 
wickets.

Even off the field, excite-
ment has soared, with six fans 
already claiming prizes in the 
Betway Catch R2 million 
giveaway, underlining a sen-
sational start to Season 4.

Coco Guff Drags 
US into United 
Cup Semis as 

Swiatek Also Wins
PERTH

Coco Gauff produced a stir-
ring double act to haul de-
fending champions the Unit-
ed States into the United Cup 
semi-finals on Wednesday, 
while world number two Iga 
Swiatek powered Poland into 
the last four with a com-
manding display of her own.

Fourth-ranked Gauff, eager 
to respond after a rare set-
back earlier in the tourna-
ment, set the tone for the 
Americans in their quarter-fi-
nal against Greece with a 
confident 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over former world number 
three Maria Sakkari in Perth. 
The 21-year-old looked far 
sharper than in her previous 
outing, dictating play from 
the baseline and keeping er-
rors to a minimum to give the 
US a crucial early lead.

Greece hit back when Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas defeated an 
out-of-sorts Taylor Fritz 6-4, 
7-5, leveling the tie and forc-
ing the contest into a decisive 
mixed doubles match.  Under 
pressure once again, Gauff 
rose to the occasion, teaming 
up with Christian Harrison to 
edge past Tsitsipas and Sakkari 
4-6, 6-4, 10-8 in a tense match 
tie-break. “Definitely a much 
better match today,” Gauff 
said, after bouncing back from 
her first-ever United Cup de-
feat on Monday. 

India Star Padikkal, With 600 Runs In 
VHT, Breaks Silence on NZ ODIs Snub

BENGALURU

Devdutt Padikkal has been 
in blistering form in the on-
going Vijay Hazare Trophy, 
amassing over 600 runs, yet 
a spot in India’s ODI squad 
continues to elude the 
left-handed opener. Speak-
ing candidly about being 
overlooked for the recent 
series against New Zealand, 
Padikkal displayed patience 
and perspective amid In-
dia’s intense competition 
for batting slots.

“I wouldn’t say it was 
disappointing,” Padikkal 
told. “Yes, I was looking at 
the selection and seeing 
what would come out. But at 
the same time, I understood 
that there are so many bat-
ters in the line and everyone 
has been doing really well. 
And it’s not that easy to 
push into that one-day side.”

Padikkal’s journey reflects 
a calculated evolution of his 
game. Initially molded for 
Test cricket, he adapted to 
the high-strike-rate demands 
of the IPL under the guid-
ance of Royal Challengers 
Bangalore coaches Dinesh 
Karthik and Andy Flower. 
“They helped me understand 
how I can maximise my 
game in T20 and how to 
play phases after 7-14 
overs,” he said.

Yet it is the 50-over for-
mat where Padikkal feels 
most at home. “In one-day-
ers, it’s all about tempo and 
pattern. Luckily, I found that 
early in my 50-over career 
and it’s helped me anchor 
innings while still applying 
pressure,” he explained. His 
approach is simple: negoti-
ate the new ball, build pres-
sure on bowlers, and adapt 
to the match situation.


