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INDIA-US TRADE FEAT

PoK slips out of Pak hands?

US shares map showing entire J&K, Aksai Chin as part of India; Pak red-faced

NEW DELHI

U.S. Tree Nuts
The India-US trade pact announce- and Red Sorghum
ment made on Saturday could be
troubling news for Pakistan not only
because Delhi got a better deal

when it comes to tariffs but also be-

i/ o

cause it serves as a huge diplomatic T MAJOR SHOCKER

blow to Islamabad. Alongside the Distillers’ Grains

trade announcement, the office of FOR ASIM MUNIR,
o ; SHEHBAZ SHARIF

the US Trade Representative shared
a map depicting the entire Jammu
and Kashmir region, including Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), as
part of India. The map also showed
Aksai Chin as part of India. Aksai
Chin, a high-altitude region in east-
ern Ladakh under Chinese control
since 1962, has consistently been

Over the past six
months, Pakistan’s
diplomatic engage-
ment with the US
has intensified signifi-
cantly, led largely by
its military leadership.

U.S. Fresh and
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Why this US map matters Resetinindia-US ties?

claimed by India as its sovereign The US showing Aksai Chin  The timing of the develop- Army ChiEf nggral
territory. The broader message from and PoK as part of India  ment is also notable. India-US Asim Munir has visited
the US is straightforward: Pakistan marks a clear shn‘t.from earl!— havg beeq recalibrating their the US three times
may remain on its radar, especially er US representations. Tradi- rglatlonsh|p under the unpre- during this period and
in areas such as rare earth minerals tionally, maps released by the  dictable leadership of Trump, has held two meetings
and defence equipment sales, but US government or the State  following a turbulent phase with US President Don-

Department have included
disclaimers or demarcations
acknowledging competing
territorial claims, particularly
in regions such as J&K and
eastern La-

dakh. While
~ India has
&7~ neversought

external
validation of its
territorial sover-

marked by trade disputes. At
one point, Trump imposed

a steep 50% tariff on Indian
goods, the highest among US
allies. Under the new-
ly-announced

trade pack, that

tariff has now

been reduced to

18%, the lowest

among Asian

nations, un-

there is no real alternative to India
as a global partner.

While India’s sovereignty over
these regions has never depended on
US recognition, the map signals a
notable shift in Wash-
ington’s approach, —~
whether intention-
al or accidental,
sending a strong
message to Paki-

ald Trump, including

a widely publicised
lunch in June. Notably,
this marked the first
instance of a US Pres-
ident meeting Paki-
stan’s army chief alone,
without the pres-
ence of any
civilian

stan about US eignty, consistently  derscoring lead-
alignment maintaining that J&Kisan abroader ership
with In- / inalienable part of the coun-  resetin from
dia’s terri- ‘\\\ try, the development remains  bilateral lsl

torial : diplomatically significant. ties. slam-
claims o abad.
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Beardman Faces
Lengthy Layoff

India trusted partner for growth: PM

KUALA LUMPUR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said India is seen as
a “trusted partner for growth”
and it was reflected in the re-
cent trade deals with various
countries.

Addressing a community pro-
gramme here, he said the Indian
diaspora continues to serve as a
strong bridge between India and
Malaysia. Referring to the trade
deals India agreed with various
countries, the PM said India is
seen as a "trusted partner for

growth". “Trust has become In-
dia’s strongest currency,” he
said, citing trade deals with the
UK, UAE, Australia, New Zea-

land, Oman, the EU and the US.
Both India and Malaysia know
each other very well and it must
be due to a large number of com-
mon words between Indian lan-
guages and Malay, he said. "l am
grateful for the warmth of the
Indian diaspora in Kuala Lum-
pur. Our diaspora continues to
serve as a strong bridge between
India and Malaysia," he said.

He said Malaysian PM Anwar
Ibrahim, who was present at the
event, and he have been friends
even before the former became
the PM.

BJP’s Ritu to be Mumbai mayor,
Shiv Sena loses post after 25 yrs

MUMBAI

The BJP is set to install its
first mayor in Mumbai, end-
ing the Shiv Sena’s 25-year dom-
inance in the civic body, with
party corporator Ritu Tawde
filing her nomination for the
poll to the top post on Saturday.

Shiv Sena, the saffron par-
ty’s ally in the Mahayuti, has
declared Sanjay Shankar Gh-
adi as its candidate for the
deputy mayor’s post.

Ghadi will be the Deputy
Mayor and will serve for 15
months. The Shiv Sena will
split the deputy mayor's term
to give the opportunity to four
of its corporators.

In the 227-member civic
body, the BJP emerged as the
single largest party with 89
seats, while Shiv Sena won 29
seats. The ruling alliance,
with a combined strength of
118 corporators, is past the
halfway mark of 114.

CM, DyCM to launch 3200 cr Benni Halla work

Hubballi: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar, Union Minister Pralhad Joshi and a host of ministers are expected to
attend the initiation of 200 crore Benni Halla Flood Control Project, which
is aimed at mitigating the losses farmers faced during recurring flash floods
in the stream during rainy season. The foundation stone laying ceremony
will be held at Shiraguppi in Hubballi taluk of Dharwad district on Sunday.
Earlier Navalgund MLA NH Konaraddi said that the ¥200 crore project
had been prepared as per the recommendations of the G Paramashivaiah
Committee on preventing flash floods and mitigating the losses.
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—e In the August Presence of e—

Explosives seized
from onion-laden
lorry in Kerala

MALAPPURAM

Over 10,500 gelatin sticks and
detonators were seized from a
lorry carrying onions at Chem-
mad in Kerala's Malappuram
on Saturday, police said.
Police have taken a woman,
who owns the lorry into custo-
dy, an officer said. Around 245
boxes containing over 10,500
gelatin sticks, detonators and
wires were recovered from a
lorry parked at a bricks manu-
facturing unit. Officials at the
Tirurangadi police station said
the onion-laden lorry had
reached the bricks manufactur-
ing unit late on Friday night.
Following a tip-off, cops
reached the spot, after which
those who were unloading the
goods from the lorry fled.

SRI PRALHAD JOSHI

Hon'ble Union Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distribution and New & Renewable

Energy, Government of India, New Delhi

—e In the Respectful Presence of e——

SRI'SANTOSH'S-LAD
Hob'ble Minister for Labour and
Dharward District In-charge

SRI KRISHNA BYREGOWDA

Hon’ble Minister for Revenue and
Hassan District In-charge

—e Guest of Honor —

SRI BASAVARA) BOMMAI

Hon'ble Former Chief Minister
Government of Karnataka and MP, Haveri

—e Presided by —

SRI N.H. KONAREDDY
Hon’ble MLA, Navalgund

SRI H.K.PATIL

Hon’ble Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs and Gadag District In-charge

—e Special Guests e—

Hon'ble Chairman, Karnataka Slum Development Board

SRI ABBAYYA PRASAD l
and Hon'ble MLA, Hubballi - Dharward (East)

SRI SALEEM AHMED

Hon’ble Government Chief Whip

Karnataka Legislative Council

All Dharward and Gadag District Hon’ble Ministers, MP’s MLA’s and MLC’s and Chairmen of Commissionerate and all Corporation, Boards Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Members are cordially invited

—e Presence of Superiority e——
DR. SHALINI RAJNEESH, 1.A.S. l SRI GAURAV GUPTA, 1.A.S.

Hon'ble Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka Addl Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka
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—e Welcomed gracefully by e—
| SRI RAJESH AMMINABHAVI, k.A.S.

Hon'ble Managing Director, Karnataka Neeravari Nigama Limited

SRI KRISHNAMURTHY B. KULKARNI, k.A.s.

Hon'ble Secretary, Water Resources Department, Government of Karnataka
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Crores worth ganja
seized at Bengaluru
Airport

Bengaluru
Customs officials at Kem-
pegowda International
Airport seized ganja worth
over 32.97 crore during
separate operations. A
passenger arriving from
Malaysia was caught car-
rying 5.48 kg of ganja val-
ued at 191 crore. In a sec-
ond case, two travelers
from Phuket were found
with 3.03 kg of hydropon-
ic ganja worth 21.06 crore.
The seizures highlight on-
going efforts to curb drug
trafficking through inter-
national flights. Officials
said investigations are on-
going to track the source
and intended destination
of the seized drugs. Air-
port security has been
tightened, and passen-
gers are being screened
more rigorously to prevent
smuggling.

Young woman
killed by BMTC
electric bus

Bengaluru
A tragic accident
claimed the life of
20-year-old Hanna Inaka
from Manipur when a
BMTC electric bus ran
over her near K.R. Puram
railway station. Hanna,
riding on the back of a
bike, fell after the vehicle
touched the bus, causing
her to land under its
front wheel. She was
rushed to a government
hospital but died before
receiving treatment.
Hanna had moved to
Bengaluru for work and
lived in Marathalli. CCTV
footage captured the
horrifying incident. Offi-
cials stressed caution for
both drivers and riders.
The police are investi-
gating the circumstances
of the accident.

WIND UP KPTCL THEME

PARK WORK BY APRIL: MIN

The park, coming up at Sarvagnanagar, aims to promote greenery, environmental
awareness, and public welfare, serving as a model for the city and state

CH NEWS SERVICE

Energy Minister and Sarvag-
nanagar MLA KJ George has
ordered that the KPTCL
Theme Park under construc-
tion in HBR Layout 5th Block
be completed by April.

He inspected the ongoing
development and emphasized
high-quality work. The park
aims to promote greenery, en-
vironmental awareness, and
public welfare, serving as a
model for the city and state.

The minister instructed of-
ficials to ensure facilities such
as a training centre, rural
sports promotion area, open-
air theatre, walking path, open
gym, drinking water units,
toilets, and mapping systems

are ready for public use.
During the visit, he also
checked progress on a 600
mm MS water pipeline proj-
ect in HBR Layout 1st Block
and Subbaiahnapalya 1st
Main Road to resolve
long-standing water issues.
Dr. George inaugurated a

new classroom and dining
hall at Government Kannada
Model School in Kadugon-
danahalli, built under his
MLA Local Area Develop-
ment Fund. He also laid the
foundation for road develop-
ment on Veerannapalya Main
Road, Indira Canteen Road,

and Vinayaka Temple Road,
while reviewing footpath and
road works along Hennur
Road.

The minister inspected
Banaswadi Lake rejuvenation
works, the underground drain-
age rehabilitation near HRBR
Layout, a new RO drinking
water unit in Banaswadi, and
upgrades to the sports com-
plex in OMBR Layout. He
stressed the importance of
proper sewage management,
sanitation, water sustainabili-
ty, and better facilities for
youth and athletes in the con-
stituency.

All projects are expected to
be completed soon, ensuring
improved infrastructure and
public amenities for residents.

Police inspect
factories to stop
narcotic activities

BENGALURU

In a major crackdown to pro-
tect public health and youth
welfare, the Eastern Division
police, under the Commis-
sioner of Police, conducted
inspections of chemical facto-
ries, workshops, and ware-
houses. A total of 45 factories,
165 workshops, and 116
warehouses were searched to
prevent the manufacture, stor-
age, transportation, and sale
of narcotics. During the oper-
ation, owners found involved
in illegal activities were
warned of strict legal action.
Officials emphasized that
such measures are necessary
to curb drug-related crimes
and ensure community safety.
The police said the operation
will continue as part of ongo-
ing preventive efforts.

Man kills wife: Accomplice
held over pistol purchase

BENGALURU

Police have arrested a man
who helped Balamurugan, ac-
cused of shooting his wife,
Bhuvaneshwari, in December,
buy the pistol used in the
crime. The arrest
was made by Maga-
di Road police.

Abhimanyu
Singh, a native of
Uttar Pradesh,
worked in a gold
shop and was
known to Balam-
urugan. Police said Singh
helped track Bhuvaneshwari’s
movements near her work-
place and had traveled with
Balamurugan to Bihar to buy
two pistols. One of the pistols
was given to another accused,
Maulesh from Tamil Nadu,
along with a betel nut, al-
legedly to carry out the mur-
der. However, Maulesh aban-
doned the plan and returned
to Tamil Nadu.

Authorities said Balamuru-

CrIME

gan ultimately decided to
commit the crime himself. On
the evening of December 23,
he shot Bhuvaneshwari in the
Magadi Road area and later
surrendered to the police.

Investigations revealed that
Balamurugan had ac-
complices and careful-
ly planned the act, in-
cluding monitoring his
wife’s movements.
Police had been
searching for Maulesh,
who was aware of the
plan. During further
inquiry, authorities obtained
information about other indi-
viduals involved.

Magadi Road police have
registered a case, arrested
Balamurugan and Abhimanyu
Singh, and are continuing
their investigation into the
network behind the murder.
Authorities stressed that all
angles, including how the pis-
tol was procured and whether
others were involved, are be-
ing thoroughly examined.

Accused on run for 18
years finally nabbed

BENGALURU

Halasuru Police have arrested
an accused who had been ab-
sconding for 18 years after
failing to appear in court. The
case, registered at Halasuru
Police Station, had a charge
sheet filed against him after
sufficient evidence was gath-
ered. Despite repeated court
summons, the accused did not
appear, leading to a Non-Bail-
able Warrant (NBW) and the
case being listed as a Long
Pending Register (LPR) mat-
ter.

After extensive efforts, po-
lice traced and apprehended
the accused at Rampura in
Bengaluru. Following stan-
dard legal procedures, he was
produced before the Hon’ble
Court, which remanded him

to judicial custody.

The operation was conduct-
ed under the guidance of Sri
Vikram Amate, IPS, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, East
Division, and Sri Rangappa
T., Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Halasuru Sub-Divi-
sion. The team at Halasuru
Police Station, led by Inspec-
tor Sri Santosh K., was com-
mended for their persistent
efforts in locating and arrest-
ing the long absconding indi-
vidual.

This case highlights the
commitment of Bengaluru
City Police to ensuring ac-
countability and bringing
long-running cases to closure,
regardless of the time elapsed,
reinforcing public confidence
in law enforcement and the
judicial process.

We have not been asked for our opinion
on metro fare hike: DCM DK Shivakumar

MANGALURU/BENGALURU

Stating that the Secretary
from the Union government
was the head of the metro fare
fixation committee, Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar today said that no one has
asked for his opinion on met-
ro fare hike.

Speaking to reporters in
Mangaluru and at his Sa-
dashivanagar residence, he
said, “How 1is state govern-
ment responsible for metro
fare hike? The fare fixation
committee is headed by a sec-
retary appointed by the Cen-
tre. You can make me respon-
sible for the hike if I have
signed any file relating to it.
No file on fare hike has come
to me. I will discuss it with

BMRCL officials on Monday.
We don’t want to trouble the
common people. [ will review
the financial situation.” He
was replying to criticism from
the BJP that state government
was responsible for the fare
hike.

Asked about BJP’s com-
ments that the fares were go-
ing up in view of state gov-
ernment not giving financial
assistance to BMRCL, the
DCM said, “Let BJP first say
what it has done for the
state?”

Asked about MP Tejaswi
Surya’s statement on how
metro fares could go up with-
out state government’s ap-
proval, he said, “Poor guy, he
doesn’t have enough experi-
ence. He is limited to only

tweets and statements before
the media. Let him not blab-
ber. Has he got anything from
the Centre for the state? Let’s
not talk about ‘empty trunk’.”

When pointed out that peo-
ple want to see DK Shivaku-
mar as the CM, he said, “Both
the people and the legislators
want to see that happen. You
(media) want it too. We have
to go by what the party says.”

Asked about Dalit organiza-
tions wanting Home Minister
Parameshwar to become the
CM, the DCM said, “Follow-
ers and fans obviously want
to see their leaders as CM. 1
can’t tell them not to do it.”

Asked if the leadership
change would happen after
the State budget, he said,
“Time will answer.”

City cops

i f L

ccover

172 stolen mobiles
using CEIR

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru City East Di-
vision Police successfully re-
covered 172 stolen mobile
phones in a special operation
conducted during January
2026, using the CEIR (Cen-
tral Equipment Identity Reg-
ister) system. The total value
of the recovered phones is
%22,34,651.

Out of the 172 phones, 145
have already been returned to
their rightful owners, while
the remaining devices will be
handed over in due course.
The operation was aimed at
strengthening public trust and
demonstrating the effective-
ness of technology-based po-
licing.

Station-wise details show
significant recoveries across
the city: Indiranagar recov-
ered 30 phones, Hennur 28,
Govindapura 24, and K.G.
Halli 20. Other stations, in-
cluding Halasuru, Baiyap-
panahalli, J.B. Nagar, Pu-
lakeshinagar, and Banasawa-
di, also contributed to the
successful operation.

The initiative was led by
Sri Vikram Amate, IPS, Dep-

‘The operation aimed
at strengthening
public trust and

demonstrating the
effectiveness of
technology-based
policing’

uty Commissioner of Police,
East Division, with guidance
from the Assistant Commis-
sioners of Police of Halasuru,
Pulakeshinagar, Banasawadi,
and K.G. Halli sub-divisions.
Station House Officers and
their teams played a crucial
role in tracing and recovering
the stolen devices.

The Bengaluru City Police
reaffirmed its commitment to
protecting citizens and curb-
ing theft through advanced
technology. Citizens were en-
couraged to cooperate with
authorities and register stolen
devices promptly to aid re-
covery through CEIR systems
in future operations.

This operation highlights
the growing use of technology
in policing and the city po-
lice’s focus on accountability
and citizen safety.

Cardinal Poola Anthony
elected new CBCI president

CH NEWS SERVICE

His Eminence Cardinal Poola
Anthony, Metropolitan Arch-
bishop of Hyderabad, has
been elected as the new Pres-
ident of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India (CBCI).
The election took place
during the 37th General Body
Meeting of the CBCI held on
Saturday.

Cardinal Poola Anthony
was born on November 15,
1961, in Poluru in the Diocese
of Kurnool. He completed his
early priestly formation at the
minor seminary in Nuzvid
and later studied at Saint Pe-
ter’s Pontifical Seminary in
Bengaluru. He was ordained
as a priest on February 20,
1992, and was incardinated
into the Diocese of Cuddapah.

In the early years of his
ministry, he served as par-
ish vicar at Saint Mary’s
Cathedral and Amagampal-
li. He later worked as parish
priest in Tekurpet, Badvel,
and Veerapalli, gaining
close experience with peo-
ple at the grassroots level.
From 2001 to 2003, he pur-
sued higher studies in the
United States, earning a
master’s degree in pastoral
care and attending theology
courses at Loyola Universi-
ty, Chicago, while also
serving in parish ministry.

Between 2004 and 2008, he
served as Director of the
Christian Foundation for
Children and Aging. He also
handled several diocesan re-
sponsibilities, including edu-
cation and school administra-
tion. He was appointed Bish-
op of Kurnool in 2008 and
later became Metropolitan
Archbishop of Hyderabad in
2020. In 2022, Pope Francis
elevated him as a Cardinal.

With his election as CBCI
President, Cardinal Poola An-
thony takes charge of guiding
the Catholic Church in India.
Church leaders said his long
pastoral experience and ad-
ministrative skills will help
strengthen the Church’s mis-
sion of faith, service, justice,
and human dignity across the
country.

BENGALURU

The newly-formed Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
has prepared ward-level cli-
mate action plans for five
selected wards across its ur-
ban corporations to address
local environmental chal-
lenges effectively.

Chief Commissioner Ma-
heshwar Rao announced this
initiative during a meeting at
the GBA head office, empha-
sizing that these plans will
help identify issues at the lo-

cal level and implement tar-

geted solutions.

The five wards selected for
the pilot program are Shanti-
nagar in Bengaluru Central
City Corporation, Jakkuru in
Bengaluru Uttara Nagar Cor-
poration, Begur in Bengaluru
Dakshina Nagar Corporation,

4 of a family end lives after boy’s
murder over ‘Free Fire’ addiction

BENGALURU

In a shocking incident, four
members of a family died by
suicide during a trip to Bihar,
reportedly overwhelmed by
guilt over the murder of
14-year-old Amogha Keerthi,
addicted to the Free Fire mo-
bile game.

Amogha, son of Shilpa
(48), had been living with his
uncle Nagaprasad (50) in
Vinayak Layout, Kumbara-

halli, under Soladevanahalli
police limits, for eight
months. His constant de-
mands for money to play the
game enraged Nagaprasad,
who killed him months ago,
surrendered to police, and
was jailed. Shilpa bailed him
out.

Haunted by the sin,
Nagaprasad, his mother Su-
mangala (78), sister Shilpa,
and Shruta (43)—all from
Gubbi, Tumkur—embarked

on a temple pilgrimage to
atone. Tragedy struck when
they consumed an overdose of
sleeping pills. Police recov-
ered the bodies along with
mobiles, Aadhaar/PAN/ATM
cards, X1.18 lakh cash, docu-
ments, and pill packets.

Soladevanahalli police are
investigating the case regis-
tered under family suicide.
The incident underscores the
perils of gaming addiction
and its ripple effects.

Young athlete

BENGALURU

Young Indo-Australian athlete
Om Satija is running an ex-
traordinary 5,000-kilometre
journey from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir to inspire youth and
support children from eco-
nomically weaker sections.

The run is part of the ‘One
Run India’ initiative, aimed at
promoting fitness, motivation,
and social awareness.

Om Satija arrived in Benga-
luru and met Maheshwar Rao,
Chief Commissioner of Great-
er Bengaluru Authority, at the
GBA headquarters. Rao
praised the effort, calling it a
commendable task and an in-
spiration for the younger gen-

GBA prepares ward-level cli

Vijinapur in Bengaluru East
Municipal Corporation, and
Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar
in Bengaluru Paschim Nagar
Corporation.

Similar plans will be devel-
oped for remaining wards in
the coming months.

runs 5,000 km across India

eration. “Running across the
entire country to motivate
youth and support children is
highly admirable,” he said.

The athlete’s journey high-
lights both physical endurance
and social responsibility. He is
using the run to observe and
experience India’s social and
developmental landscape
while raising awareness for
education and support of dis-
advantaged children.

As part of the initiative, a
‘Run for Celebration’ program
will be held at Koramangala
Park tomorrow, encouraging
the public to join in promoting
fitness and social causes. The
event aims to inspire local
youth to pursue physical fit-

ness, discipline, and social re-
sponsibility.

Om Satija’s run has attracted
national attention for its
unique approach of combining
sport with social service, en-
couraging young people to
engage actively in community
welfare while challenging
themselves physically.

For more details about the
program or participation, con-
tact Abhishek Malik from One
Run India at 09464642036 or
visit onerunindia.org.

This initiative is expected to
motivate thousands across the
country to adopt a healthy life-
style and contribute to society,
making it a notable example of
sports-driven social impact.

Under the Climate Action
Cell, working groups have an-
alyzed key sectors including
energy, transport, solid waste
management, urban planning,
water and rainwater manage-
ment, greening and biodiver-
sity, and disaster manage-
ment.

Rao suggested the estab-
lishment of a technical cell
for scientific analysis, da-
ta-driven planning, and mon-
itoring of climate action proj-
ects.

To increase citizen partici-
pation, an IEC (Information,

mate action plans

Education, and Communica-
tion) cell has been formed to
raise awareness of climate
initiatives at the ward level.
Additionally, Rao recom-
mended launching a Climate
Action podcast featuring ex-
perts and stakeholders to en-
gage residents and promote
understanding of local climate
measures.

The initiative marks a sig-
nificant step toward integrat-
ing climate action into urban
planning and budget esti-
mates, aiming for a sustain-
able and resilient Bengaluru.
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BJP Protests in City
Alleging 26,000 Crore
Corruption in Excise Dept

BIDAR
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty on Saturday organised a
protest in the city, accus-
ing the state government
of large-scale corruption
amounting to 06,000
crore in the excise depart-
ment. Party leaders and
workers gathered in signif-
icant numbers, raising slo-
gans and demanding a
thorough and impartial in-
vestigation into the al-
leged irregularities. Ad-
dressing the protest, BJP
leaders claimed that the
excise department has
become a hub of corrup-
tion, with alleged financial
mismanagement causing
huge losses to the state
exchequer. They alleged
that illegal practices in lig-
uor licensing, revenue col-
lection, and enforcement
have led to the massive
figure being cited, and ac-
cused the ruling govern-
ment of either shielding
those responsible or fail-
ing to act decisively.

Former MLA Bannuru
Appanna Hegde
Passes Away

BIDAR
Former legislator Bannuru
Appanna Hegde passed
away on Saturday, causing
deep sorrow among politi-
cal circles and the public
across Uttar Karnataka.
His demise marks the end
of a long association with
public life, during which he
was known for his grass-
roots connect and com-
mitment to social and re-
gional development. Ban-
nuru Appanna Hegde had
served as a Member of the
Legislative Assembly and
was widely respected for
his accessibility and in-
volvement in addressing
local issues. During his po-
litical career, he actively
worked for the welfare of
farmers, rural communi-
ties, and marginalised sec-
tions of society. Colleagues
and supporters remember
him as a leader who main-
tained close ties with the
people of his constituency.

BJP Protest in Bidar:
Police Detain Party
Workers

BIDAR
Police detained several
Bharatiya Janata Party
workers during a protest
organised in Bidar on Sat-
urday, triggering political
tension in the city. The
protest was staged to op-
pose the state govern-
ment over various issues,
including alleged admin-
istrative failures and rising
public grievances. BJP
leaders and activists
gathered at a prominent
location in the city and
raised slogans criticising
the government. The pro-
testers accused the ad-
ministration of ignoring
public concerns and de-
manded immediate cor-
rective measures. As the
demonstration intensified
and attempts were made
to march towards a gov-
ernment office, police in-
tervened to prevent any
law-and-order situation.

Youth Morcha Organises
Cleanliness Drive in Shahabad

Youth Morcha volunteers carried out a cleanliness drive in Shahabad,
promoting hygiene, civic responsibility, and community participation.

KALABURAGI

Members of the Youth Mor-
cha on Saturday organised a
cleanliness drive in Shahabad,
aiming to raise awareness
about sanitation, public hy-
giene, and social responsibili-
ty among local residents. The
programme was held as part
of an ongoing effort to en-
courage community participa-
tion in keeping public spaces
clean and well maintained.
Youth Morcha volunteers
gathered early in the day and
undertook cleaning activities
in key public areas, including
roadsides, market surround-
ings, and common gathering
points. Equipped with
brooms, gloves, and waste
bags, the volunteers collected
plastic waste, cleared litter,
and helped restore cleanliness
in areas that see heavy daily
footfall. Local Youth Morcha
leaders said the initiative was

meant to send a strong mes-
sage about the importance of
cleanliness in everyday life.
They stressed that maintaining
hygiene is not only the re-
sponsibility of civic authori-
ties, but also of citizens them-
selves. By actively participat-
ing in such drives, they said,
young people can set an ex-
ample and inspire others to
adopt cleaner habits. Speaking

on the occasion, organisers
highlighted that cleanliness
drives are regularly conducted
to support national campaigns
promoting sanitation and en-
vironmental awareness. They
added that Shahabad’s resi-
dents responded positively,
with several locals joining the
volunteers and appreciating
the effort to improve the
town’s surroundings. The pro-

gramme also focused on edu-
cating people about proper
waste disposal and the harm-
ful effects of plastic pollution.
Volunteers urged shopkeepers
and residents to reduce the use
of single-use plastics and to
make better use of dustbins
and waste collection systems.

Youth Morcha representa-
tives said similar activities
will continue in the coming
weeks, with plans to cover
more localities and involve
schools, traders, and resident
groups.

They emphasised that sus-
tained efforts, rather than one-
time events, are essential to
achieving lasting cleanliness
and a healthier environment.
The cleanliness drive conclud-
ed with volunteers reiterating
their commitment to social
service and calling on citizens
of Shahabad to work together
to keep their town clean,
green, and livable.

The annual Mahalakshmi Shakti Peetha jatra was celebrated with
great devotion and splendour in Saradgi village.

Mahalakshmi Shakti Peetha Jatra
Mahotsav Celebrated with Grandeur

SARADGI

The jatra mahotsav of the re-
vered Mahalakshmi Shakti
Peetha was celebrated in a
grand and devotional manner
at Saradgi, drawing a large
gathering of devotees from
across the region. The festival
transformed the village into a
vibrant centre of spiritual ac-
tivity, cultural celebrations,
and religious fervour.
Devotees began arriving
early in the day to offer spe-
cial prayers to Goddess Ma-
halakshmi, seeking blessings
for prosperity, health, and
well-being. The temple prem-
ises were beautifully decorat-
ed with flowers, lights, and
colourful festoons, adding to
the festive atmosphere. Spe-
cial poojas, abhishekas, and
rituals were performed by
priests according to tradition-
al customs, marking the spir-
itual significance of the occa-
sion. As part of the jatra cele-
brations, a procession carry-
ing the deity was taken out

through the main streets of
the village, accompanied by
devotional music, drumbeats,
and chanting. The sight of
devotees participating enthu-
siastically in the procession
reflected the deep faith and
cultural importance associated
with the Shakti Peetha. Wom-
en, men, and children took
part in large numbers, making
the event a true community
celebration. Cultural pro-

grammes were also organised
alongside the religious rituals,
providing entertainment and
showcasing local traditions.
Folk music, devotional songs,
and traditional performances
added colour and energy to
the celebrations, keeping dev-
otees engaged throughout the
day and evening.

Arrangements were made
to ensure the smooth conduct
of the festival, including
crowd management, drinking
water facilities, and distribu-
tion of prasadam. Volunteers
and local organisers worked
tirelessly to ensure the com-
fort and safety of devotees,
while maintaining discipline
and cleanliness in and around
the temple area.

Village elders and devotees
expressed happiness over the
successful and peaceful com-
pletion of the jatra mahotsav.
They noted that the annual
festival not only strengthens
spiritual faith but also pro-
motes unity and harmony
among people.

Street Dogs
Attack Young
Girl in Rehman
Colony

KALABURAGI

Panic and concern gripped
residents after a young girl
was attacked by a pack of
street dogs in Rehman Colony
in the city, an incident that
was captured on a nearby
CCTV camera.

The disturbing visuals,
which surfaced on Saturday,
show the severity of the at-
tack and have sparked fresh
debate over public safety and
the growing menace of stray
dogs in residential areas.

According to local sources,
the incident occurred when
the girl was walking through
a lane in Rehman Colony.
CCTV footage shows multi-
ple street dogs suddenly
charging at her, knocking her
to the ground and attacking
her before nearby residents
rushed to her aid. The girl can
be seen struggling as the dogs
surrounded her, creating a ter-
rifying scene that has left
viewers shaken.

Hearing her screams, resi-
dents immediately came out
of their houses and managed
to chase the dogs away.

State Has Never Seen Such an Incompetent Govt
and Ministers: Former Minister H. Vlshwanath

KALABURAGI

Former minister H. Vishwa-
nath launched a sharp attack
on the state government and
its ministers during a public
interaction in the city, alleg-
ing widespread incompetence
and failure in governance. His
remarks triggered political de-
bate and drew attention from
party workers, the public, and
the media.

Addressing reporters and
supporters, Vishwanath said
the state has never witnessed
such an unfit government and
such unqualified ministers in
its history. He accused the rul-
ing administration of lacking
vision, administrative capabil-
ity, and commitment to public
welfare. According to him,

CRACKDOWN ON BOGUS
PHD HOLDERS

RAICHUR

Following allegations that cer-
tain guest lecturers at govern-
ment colleges obtained their
appointments using forged
PhD certificates, the state
higher education department
has initiated a comprehensive
verification drive.

The exercise is underway
across colleges in Raichur and
nearby districts, with officials
examining academic creden-
tials and appointment records.
Several aspirants for guest lec-
turer positions have alleged

that the problem may be more
widespread, warning that sim-
ilar irregularities could emerge
in other regions if authorities
conduct a detailed probe. The
department has said the verifi-
cation aims to ensure transpar-
ency, protect academic stan-
dards, and take strict action
against those found guilty un-
der existing rules.

the government has failed to
address key issues affecting
ordinary citizens, including
inflation, unemployment, in-
frastructure development, and
basic civic amenities.
Vishwanath claimed that
frequent policy changes, in-
ternal contradictions, and
poor coordination among
ministers have led to confu-
sion and inefficiency across
departments. He alleged that
instead of focusing on devel-
opment and governance, the
government was more con-
cerned with political survival
and internal power struggles.
The former minister further
stated that public confidence
in the administration has
eroded due to unfulfilled
promises and delayed proj-

ects. He said citizens across
urban and rural areas are frus-
trated, as their grievances re-
main unresolved despite re-
peated appeals to authorities.

Calling for accountability,
Vishwanath urged the govern-
ment to introspect and correct
its course. He stressed that
democracy demands respon-
sibility and transparency, and
that elected representatives
must be answerable to the
people. He also appealed to
the public to remain vigilant
and actively question those in
power.

Supporters present at the
venue echoed his criticism,
alleging that development
works have slowed down and
that governance has weak-
ened. Vishwanath’s comments
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are expected to intensify po-
litical exchanges in the com-
ing days, with responses like-
ly from the ruling party.

The statement adds to the
growing chorus of criticism
against the government, high-
lighting rising political ten-
sions in the state as leaders
sharpen their attacks ahead of
future electoral battles.

PUBLIC GRIEVANCE MEETING

GOV Apov
Construction of District
Panchayat Office

KALABURAGI

The state government has
granted approval for the con-
struction of a new District
Panchayat office building in
Kalaburagi, with an estimated
project cost of 349.65 crore.
The decision is aimed at
strengthening administrative
infrastructure and improving
the delivery of public services
across the district.

According to official sourc-
es, the new building will be
developed with modern facil-
ities to meet the growing ad-
ministrative and public needs
of the district. The existing
District Panchayat office is
said to be facing space con-
straints and infrastructure lim-
itations, prompting the need
for a well-planned, upgraded
complex.

The proposed building is
expected to include spacious
office rooms, meeting halls,
conference facilities, digital
service infrastructure, and im-
proved amenities for both
staff and the public. Special
emphasis will be placed on
accessibility, ensuring that cit-
izens can easily access Pan-
chayat-related services with-
out inconvenience.

Officials said the new of-
fice complex will enhance
coordination among various
departments functioning un-

der the District Panchayat and
help streamline the imple-
mentation of rural develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj pro-
grammes. It is also expected
to improve efficiency, trans-
parency, and speed in han-
dling public grievances, proj-
ect approvals, and administra-
tive processes.

Local public representatives
and residents have welcomed
the government’s decision,
stating that the project will
contribute significantly to the
overall development of the
district. They noted that Kala-
buragi, being a large and ad-
ministratively important dis-
trict, requires upgraded infra-
structure to support gover-
nance and service delivery.

The project has been ap-
proved by the Government of
Karnataka, and preliminary
procedures for construction
are expected to begin soon.
Authorities indicated that the
work will be taken up at the
earliest and completed within
the stipulated timeframe.

Once completed, the new
District Panchayat office
building is expected to serve
as a modern administrative
hub, benefiting both govern-
ment officials and the public,
and marking an important
step toward strengthening lo-
cal governance in Kalaburagi
district.

District Administration Denies
BJP Leaders Permission for
Pooja at Papanash Temple

BIDAR

A political controversy
erupted in the city after the
district administration al-
legedly denied Bharatiya
Janata Party leaders per-
mission to perform pooja at
the historic Papanash Tem-
ple. The decision triggered
strong criticism from BJP
leaders, with former Union
Minister Bhagwant Khuba
launching a scathing attack
on the state government
and Minister Khadre.

Speaking to the media in
the city, Khuba accused the
district administration of
acting under political pres-
sure and deliberately pre-
venting BJP leaders from
offering prayers at a re-
vered religious site.

He alleged that such ac-
tions amount to discrimina-
tion and suppression of
democratic and religious
rights. Denying permission
for pooja is unacceptable
and reflects the govern-
ment’s intolerant attitude,
he said.

Khuba directly targeted
Eshwar Khandre, accusing
him of misusing adminis-
trative machinery for polit-
ical vendetta. He claimed
that the ruling government
was selectively enforcing
rules to target opposition

leaders, while allowing
similar activities by others.
According to Khuba, the
move has hurt the senti-
ments of devotees and BJP
workers alike.

BJP leaders stated that
they had planned a simple
religious programme at the
temple and had no inten-
tion of creating any distur-
bance. They alleged that
despite following proce-
dures, permission was de-
nied at the last moment,
forcing them to protest
against what they de-
scribed as arbitrary and bi-
ased action by authorities.

In response, district offi-
cials said the denial of per-
mission was based on ad-
ministrative and law-and-
order considerations, and
not political reasons.

They maintained that the
decision was taken to avoid
potential tension and en-
sure public safety.

The issue has intensified
political tensions in the re-
gion, with BJP leaders
warning of statewide pro-
tests if such actions contin-
ue. Khuba said the party
would not remain silent
and would raise the issue at
higher levels, asserting that
faith and democracy can-
not be curtailed by political
interference.

MLA Mattimud Holds Public Grievance Meet in the City

KALABURAGI

Local legislator Mattimud
held a public grievance re-
dressal programme in the city
on Saturday, directly interact-
ing with residents and hearing
their concerns on a range of
civic and administrative is-
sues. The initiative was aimed
at strengthening communica-
tion between elected repre-
sentatives and the public,
while ensuring faster resolu-
tion of long-pending prob-
lems.

During the programme, a

large number of citizens gath-
ered to present their com-
plaints related to basic infra-
structure, drinking water sup-
ply, road conditions, sanita-

tion, housing, electricity, and
government welfare schemes.
Residents also raised issues
concerning delays in official
work and the need for better
coordination between depart-
ments.

MLA Mattimud patiently
listened to each grievance and
instructed concerned officials
to take note of the problems
raised. He assured the public
that genuine issues would be
addressed on priority and that
follow-up action would be
taken with the relevant de-
partments. In several cases, he

issued on-the-spot directions
to officials to initiate immedi-
ate remedial measures.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mattimud said that public
grievance meetings are an im-
portant platform to under-
stand ground-level realities.
He emphasised that solving
people’s problems is the pri-
mary responsibility of an
elected representative and that
such interactions help ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity in governance.

He further stated that devel-
opment works and welfare

schemes can be effective only
when the concerns of citizens
are heard and resolved in a
timely manner. The MLA
urged officials to be respon-
sive to public needs and to
work with a sense of commit-
ment and responsibility.
Residents appreciated the
initiative and welcomed the
MLA'’s willingness to engage
directly with the public. Many
expressed hope that regular
grievance redressal pro-
grammes would lead to quick-
er solutions and improved
civic services in the city.
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Hassan student
tragically drowns
while swimming

Hassan
Prajwal, an 18-year-old
second PUC student,
tragically drowned while
swimming in Uddur lake
on the outskirts of Has-
san. He had gone swim-
ming with four friends on
Saturday. While two
friends swam safely, Pra-
jwal ventured into the
deeper part of the lake
and was unable to return.
Fire brigade personnel re-
covered his body, and the
Pension Mohalla police
are investigating the inci-
dent. The college and lo-
cal community expressed
deep sorrow over the loss.
Officials have urged stu-
dents and residents to ex-
ercise caution while
swimming in lakes and
other water bodies to pre-
vent such accidents.

Bus Driver Caught
Watching Reels,
Suspended Immediately

Mandya
A public bus driver, Ma-
hesh V, was caught
watching reels on his
phone while driving route
number 79 from Malav-
alli to Mysore, sparking
outrage among passen-
gers. The Minister of
Transport and Muzrai, af-
ter viewing the video, in-
structed strict discipli-
nary action. The Mandya
Division of the Corpora-
tion has suspended the
driver pending investiga-
tion, citing negligence
and irresponsible behav-
ior. Officials emphasized
that such acts endanger
commuters and contrib-
ute to road accidents.
Passengers praised the
quick response. The Cor-
poration warned that
strict measures will con-
tinue to ensure safety
and prevent similar inci-
dents in public transport
services.

HIGH COMMAND DECIDES CM

TENURE: PARAMESHWAR

The Home Minister stated Siddaramaiah’s tenure, cabinet reshuffle, and
power decisions are solely determined by the high command and CM

MYSURU

Home Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwar on Saturday
clarified that Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah’s statement claiming
his father would remain Chief
Minister for five years was
purely personal and does not
reflect the party’s official po-
sition. He said the final deci-
sion on how long Siddara-
maiah will continue as Chief
Minister rests entirely with
the party high command.
Speaking to the media in
Mysuru, Parameshwar said he
was unaware of the basis on
which Yathindra made such a
statement. He stressed that the
Congress high command
closely monitors all develop-

ments and will take decisions
at the appropriate time. He
added that there is no confu-
sion within the party, and if
there were any serious differ-
ences, they would have sur-
faced during the CLP meet-
ings. No such issues were
raised earlier, he said.

The Home Minister made it

clear that there is no power
sharing agreement within the
party. He said it was the high
command that appointed Sid-
daramaiah as Chief Minister,
and only the high command
will decide the duration of his
tenure. Until then, Siddara-
maiah will continue in the
post. He also stated that any
cabinet reshuftle is solely the
Chief Minister’s decision.
On law and order matters,
Parameshwar said he has al-
ready directed police officials
to inspect chemical factories
across the state and verify
which departments granted
permissions. He questioned
the need for separate teams
when systems already exist to
monitor drug-related issues.

Referring to a recent drug raid
in Mysuru, he expressed con-
cern over conflicting state-
ments issued by agencies and
questioned the necessity of
press releases when no drugs
were mentioned in court re-
cords.

Responding to questions
about loan waivers,
Parameshwar said govern-
ments have waived loans in
the past, including for farmers
and minorities, and there is
nothing political about such
decisions. When asked about
becoming Chief Minister in
the future, he smiled and said
such slogans are only expres-
sions of public affection,
while the final call always lies
with the high command.

Prof. Kumaraswamy warned KPCL’s project, lacking environmental studies, threatens
Western Ghats forests, discussed at a meeting with officials and activists

Strong public opposition grows
against Sharavati Power Project

i

SHIVAMOGGA

Strong opposition has
emerged in Shivamogga and
Uttara Kannada districts
against KPCL’s proposed
2,000 MW Sharavati Pumped
Storage Project, with environ-
mental groups and local resi-
dents demanding that the
project be stopped until prop-
er studies are conducted.
Speaking at a meeting held
at the District Collector’s of-
fice, Prof. B.M. Kumaras-
wamy said KPCL was mov-
ing ahead with the project
without conducting detailed
environmental impact and due
diligence studies. He warned
that the project would destroy
thousands of hectares of for-
est in the Western Ghats, one
of the world’s eight major

biodiversity hotspots. The
meeting was chaired by Dis-
trict Collector Prabhulinga
Kavalikatti and attended by
environmental activists and
public representatives under
the leadership of former Dep-
uty Chief Minister K.S. Esh-
warappa and Rashtra Bhakta
Balaga.

Prof. Kumaraswamy said
the Western Ghats are the
source of most rivers flowing
across South India and are al-

ready under severe stress.
Any further destruction, he
warned, would create long-
term environmental problems
not just for Karnataka but for
the entire country. He strong-
ly opposed KPCL’s claim that
only 54 hectares of forest and
16,000 trees would be affect-
ed, stating that nearly 18,000
acres of forest have already
been damaged in the Sharava-
ti valley.

He referred to a study by

Central Forest and Environ-
ment Department official Pra-
neet Paul, which recorded
over 700 plant species and
rare bird species in the area.
The report had clearly advised
against development work in
such a sensitive zone.

Instead of deforestation,
speakers urged KPCL to in-
vest in battery energy storage
and non-conventional power
sources. They pointed out that
a five gigawatt battery energy
facility has already been inau-
gurated and suggested similar
centres across Karnataka.

Later, Rashtra Bhakta Bal-
aga announced a massive
protest march from Gopi Cir-
cle to the District Collector’s
office, calling for large pub-
lic participation against the
project.

Moodbidri rally demands nationwide workers’ strike

MOODBIDRI

A vehicle rally was held in
Moodbidri on Saturday to pro-
test the central government’s
labor policies and call for a
nationwide strike on February
12. The event was organized
by the Farmers-Workers Joint
Committee as a prelude to the
all-India strike.

CITU District President
B.M. Bhatt said the govern-
ment is trying to weaken In-
dia’s working class and push
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workers toward exploitation.
“To take away workers’
rights, suppress labor move-
ments, and protect the rich,
the government has repealed
29 labor laws and introduced
four pro-corporate codes. This
will harm workers further.
Citizens should join the gen-
eral strike, stop working for a
day, and support the strug-
gle,” he appealed.

Speaking at the rally, labor
leaders emphasized the need
for unity among workers to
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safeguard their rights. They
urged people from all sections
to participate in the February
12 strike to send a strong
message to the government.

Several labor leaders and
workers attended the Mood-
bidri rally, including AITU
District General Secretary Si-
taram, CITU District General
Secretary Sunil Kumar Bajal,
and CITU Vice Presidents Ya-
dav Shetty, Vasantha Achara,
Ramani, and Yogish Jappin-
amoga. Participants stressed
that peaceful protests and col-
lective action are necessary to
protect labor rights and im-
prove working conditions
across the country.

The vehicle rally drew pub-
lic attention and set the stage
for the upcoming nationwide
labor strike.

Bilidale Isha acquitted in
Swamiji defamation case

MANGALURU

A Puttur court acquitted writ-
er Bilidale Isha in a long run-
ning defamatory writing case
filed against her over an arti-
cle published about Ra-
ghaveshwara Bharathi Swa-
miji and the Math. The case
was based on a private com-
plaint filed by Keshav Krish-
na of Uppinangady who is a
devotee of the Math.

He alleged that a derogato-
ry and caste provoking article
was published in the Kannada
weekly Gauri Lankesh on
May twenty seven two thou-
sand nine. The complaint
named journalist Gauri
Lankesh as the first accused
and columnist Bilidale Isha as
the second accused. Charges
were framed by the court and
the trial continued for several
years. During the pendency of
the case Gauri Lankesh was
murdered which led to the
proceedings continuing only
against the second accused.

After hearing the matter for
nearly sixteen years the Puttur
court on February seven ac-
quitted Bilidale Isha of all
charges.

Senior advocates Ashraf
Agnadi Majeed Khan Saleena
Nekkiladi and Misriya Mittur
appeared for the defence. The
case related to a front page
report that referred to a film
actress visit to the Math and
carried a controversial head-
line and photograph. The arti-
cle was alleged to be insulting
defamatory and intended to
provoke caste feelings against
the Swamiji and the institu-
tion. With the acquittal the
long standing legal battle has
come to an end bringing relief
to the accused after years of
court proceedings. The judg-
ment marks the closure of one
of the longest running media
related defamation cases in
the region. Observers said the
verdict would be discussed
widely in journalistic circles
nationwide.

Binnis Thomas
Honored with the
2026 Global
Excellence Award

BENGALURU

Senior journalist and writer
Binnis Thomas, known for his
advocacy of journalists’ rights
and press freedom, has been
selected for the prestigious
2026 Global
Excellence
Award. The an-
nouncement
was made by
Sandeep Mar-
wah, Chairman
of the Festival Committee,
during the 14th Global Festi-
val of Journalism 2026, organ-
ised by the International Jour-
nalism Centre, New Delhi, and
scheduled to be held in Noida.
Thomas was chosen in recog-
nition of his outstanding con-
tribution to international jour-
nalism. The award ceremony
will be held at Noida Film
City, New Delhi, in the pres-
ence of Governors, Union
Ministers, eminent journalists,
writers and other dignitaries.

Leopard undergoes midnight
MRI at City Hospital

SHIVAMOGGA

A rare scene was seen late at
night when a leopard from the
Lion Safari was taken to Nan-
jappa Hospital for an MRI
scan. Forest officials
said the animal,
named Bhadra, is 14
years old and has
been suffering from
age related health
problems. For the §
past few days, the
leopard was limping
and had difficulty
standing or moving.
To save the animal in time,
the Wildlife Department de-
cided to shift it to the city
hospital, as there is no MRI
facility at the Shivamogga
Veterinary Medical College.
Doctors from the Wildlife De-
partment and specialists from
Nanjappa Hospital were pres-
ent during the scan and sug-

gested further treatment after
examining the reports.
Officials explained that
leopards usually live only
eight to twelve years in the
wild. However, animals in sa-
faris and zoos live
longer because they
y receive regular food
%4 and medical care. At
present, the Lion Sa-
{ fari has six male and
| five female leopards.
The incident creat-
ed public curiosity

4 e 2fter news spread

that a leopard was
treated in a private hospital.
Many citizens called it a first
time experience.
Environmentalists said for-
est areas of the Western Ghats
have many wild animals but
no proper hospitals, and urged
the government to build a
modern wildlife hospital in
Shivamogga soon.

HASSAN

Kalagyan Brahma Sadguru
Vishwa Kalagyan Shivayogi
Swamiji of Kodi Math, Tari-
hal Sansthan, Gajendragad,
predicted major political
changes in Karnataka and the
country, stating that the next
Prime Minister or Chief Min-
ister could emerge from Has-
san district.

Speaking at the 108 Sri
Devi Purana chanting, Homa,
and Dharma Sabha held at the
Sri Hassanamba Temple, the
Swamiji said Hassan will
once again play an important
role in state and national pol-
itics. He said the district has a
strong spiritual and historical
background and is destined to
write a new chapter in India’s
political future.

Shivayogi Swamiji stressed

DESTINED POLITICAL POWER

186 cr underground
power project for Ullal

MANGALURU

State Assembly Speaker and
Mangaluru MLA U.T. Khader
on Saturday announced that
Rs 186 crore has been sanc-
tioned for an underground
electricity line connection
system within Ullal city lim-
its. He said the tender process
will be completed soon and
the work will begin shortly.

Speaking to reporters at the
Circuit House, Khader said
the project aims to improve
the city’s appearance and
solve long standing issues
such as high tension lines
passing over houses and elec-
tric poles located inside resi-
dential compounds. He said
the underground power sys-
tem will be completed within
two years and will help make
Ullal a model city.

He also said Rs 96 crore
has been sanctioned to up-
grade the existing 32 KV
power transmission system to
a 110 KV system in the Man-
galuru constituency. This
project is designed to ensure
that there is no power short-
age for at least the next thirty
years, even with future
growth in industries, housing,
and development activities.

Khader informed that funds
worth Rs 252 crore have been
approved for the construction
of the Kotepur Ullal link
bridge, and tenders will be in-
vited soon. He said the one
and a half kilometre long
bridge will boost tourism and
improve connectivity between
villages. A separate plan of Rs
6 crore has been prepared for
hotels, restaurants, and boat

Khader said the
underground power
project will enhance
Ullal’s appearance,
resolve high-tension
lines and pole issues,
and be completed in
two years to make it a
model city

jetties near the bridge.

He added that development
works are also planned in
newly added villages like
Thumbay and Meramajalu.
The Harekala Thumbe bridge
is already complete, and Rs
62 crore has been sanctioned
for the Sajipa Thumbe link
bridge. Commenting on re-
cent assembly remarks by an
MLA, Khader said elected
representatives must speak
responsibly and respect legis-
lative rules. He clarified there
was no disagreement with the
Chief Minister over session
conduct. He also said issues
like new toll gates should be
clearly explained to the public
by local representatives.

Khader further announced
that 50 cents of land has been
allotted at Thiruvail, Vaman-
joor, for building a Kannada
Bhavan for the Kannada Sah-
itya Parishad.

International Trade Fair 2026

4

1

- s
GADAG

The International Trade Fair-
2026, focusing on post-pro-
duction agriculture and farm-
er empowerment, was held at
Tripuravasini, Palace Maidan,
Bengaluru. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah felicitated the
winners of the Krishi Pandit
and Krishi Awards on Febru-
ary 6, 2026. Smt. Mangala
Nilgunda from Mulagunda,
Gadag district, received the
prestigious Krishi Pandit
Award for her outstanding
contribution to agriculture.

Under the “Rashtika” natu-
ral farming campaign, Basava-
raja Navi demonstrated the
preparation and use of natural
products such as Beejamruta,
Jeevamruta, Neemastach,
Dashaparni, and Brahmastach
to farmers. Thousands of visi-
tors learned about sustainable
farming practices and natural
alternatives to chemical inputs,
emphasizing eco-friendly agri-
culture in Gadag district.

The fair also celebrated tra-

highlights farmer empowerment

.

ditional cuisine through the
Forgotten Dishes Competi-
tion. Mrs. Shilpa Angadi from
Hulakoti, Gadag, showcased
Gulladiki Laddus, reviving
the nutritional and cultural
value of ancestral recipes. She
highlighted the benefits of
preparing these traditional
dishes at home instead of re-
lying on modern, unhealthy
fast foods.

The Agriculture Minister
personally visited the stalls,
tasted the Gulladiki Laddus,
and praised the efforts of
farmers in promoting natural
farming and preserving cul-
tural food heritage. The event
drew thousands of farmers
and citizens, providing them
knowledge, recognition, and
inspiration to adopt sustain-
able agriculture and revive
traditional practices.

The fair reinforced Karna-
taka’s commitment to farmer
empowerment, eco-friendly
farming, and promotion of in-
digenous knowledge in agri-
culture and cuisine.

that religious heads should
not seek money or favors
from politicians. He said he
has never invited MLAs to his
monastery for honors or asked
anyone for donations. Accord-
ing to him, the true role of
swamijis is to bless leaders,
guide them to live pure lives,
and encourage social reform,
not to seek personal gain.
The Swamiji recalled his

o “g

earlier predictions, stating that
several political events he had
spoken about in the past later
came true. He referred to ear-
lier instances when leaders
rose to high positions after
challenging periods in their
lives. He said such changes
are part of destiny and spiritu-
al timing.

He further predicted that
Hassan district will regain po-

Hassan could produce next PM or CM

litical strength due to the
good deeds of past spiritual
leaders and saints. He said the
current Congress government
in Karnataka may continue
for about two years and ac-
knowledged that welfare
schemes like free bus travel
have benefited people.
However, he warned that
growing political hatred could
harm the future of the coun-
try. He said that if negativity
continues, strong leadership
may not emerge for decades.
He also predicted that a pow-
erful national force could win
a large number of seats in the
2029 elections and create new
political history. The Swamiji
concluded by saying that Has-
san’s future will be bright and
that the district will again
gain recognition at the nation-
al level in the coming years.
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Chitradurga officials
to observe Slavery
Abolition Day

Chitradurga
To mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the Serfdom (Abo-
lition) Act, 1976, Deputy
Collector BT Kumaras-
wamy announced that
February 9 will be ob-
served as Abolition of
Bonded Labour Day across
district government offices.
As part of the Golden Jubi-
lee celebration, officials
will conduct pledge cere-
monies and programs to
raise awareness about the
eradication of bonded la-
bour. All district-level of-
ficers and staff have been
asked to actively partici-
pate and take the pledge
against serfdom. The initi-
ative aims to educate the
public, reinforce legal pro-
tections, and ensure that
the commitment to abol-
ish bonded labour contin-
ues across Karnataka in
both spirit and action

BESCOM announces
power outage across
Chitradurga

Chitradurga
BESCOM will carry out
quarterly maintenance at
multiple power distribution
centers under the Chitra-
durga division, causing
power supply variations on
February 8 from10amto5
pm. Affected areas include
Chitradurga, Bhara-
masagar, Sirigere, Vijapur,
Hireguntanur, Pandarahalli,
HDPura, Chitrahalli, Ma-
danayakanahalli, Turuva-
nur, Balenahalli, Holalkere,
J.N. Kote, Ramagiri, Arasan-
aghatta, Chikkajajur, Goda-
banalu, and nearby villages.
Maintenance at Arasan-
aghta, Chikkajajur, and
Godabanalu VV stations
will impact NJY and Krishi
1KV lines. BESCOM Chi-
tradurga Executive Engi-
neer urged residents to co-
operate during the sched-
uled outage and plan their
activities accordingly while
teams complete the es-
sential maintenance work
to ensure uninterrupted fu-
ture power supply.

DK Shivakumar confident
Congress will return power

Shivakumar expressed confidence in Congress’s return, announced new
Bhavan, and emphasized Welfare schemes be
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PUTTUR

KPCC President and Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar expressed confidence that
Congress will return to power
in Karnataka, saying even if
BJP tries to stop it, the party
will succeed. He made the
statement after laying the
foundation stone for a new
Congress Bhavan near Puttur
bus stand, which will be built
at a cost of Rs. 2.5 crore.
Shivakumar called the build-
ing a “temple for Congress
workers,” emphasizing that do-
nations will come from party
members and that it will serve
as a hub for organizational ac-
tivities. He stressed that the
government’s welfare schemes
benefit everyone, not just Con-
gress supporters, countering

L &«
BIJP criticisms that the programs
were politically motivated.
Addressing party workers,
he warned against attempts to
manipulate votes through vot-
er suppression strategies tar-
geting SC, ST, minority, and
backward communities. He
cited Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s example of facing
political challenges and urged

mor_l,xi‘ 8,1 dii 2,58 (8)
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workers to remain united, dis-
ciplined, and focused on
strengthening the party.
Shivakumar also said that
while efforts may fail, prayers
never fail, encouraging work-
ers to keep faith in the party’s
mission. He assured that Con-
gress is well-prepared to re-
gain power in upcoming elec-
tions and that a pro-Congress

nefit all, coun

tering BJP claims

atmosphere is emerging in
D.K. district.

During the program, KPCC
announced Rs. 10 lakh in sup-
port for the new Puttur Con-
gress office. MLA Ashok Ku-
mar Rai highlighted historic
development achievements
for Puttur, including the es-
tablishment of a medical col-
lege. Former ministers Vinay
Kumar Sorake and B. Ra-
manath Rai urged vigilance
against attempts to suppress
votes and stressed the need
for party organization.

Shivakumar reiterated his
belief that prayers and efforts
together will guide Congress
to victory, adding, “Efforts
may fail, prayers will not fail.
Let’s see.” Party leaders and
workers from across the dis-
trict attended the ceremony.

Mandya Budanur

Utsav helitourism

safety guidelines
announced

MANDYA

Helitourism during the Bu-
danur Utsav from February
20-22 will follow strict
safety measures, said Dis-
trict Collector Dr. Kumar.
Officials were instructed to
ensure proper parking,
lighting, drinking water, toi-
lets, first aid, ambulance
service, and on-site doctors.

Fire brigade vehicles will
be stationed to prevent mis-
haps. Tickets will cost Rs.
3,800 per person, with chil-
dren under five not allowed,;
each ride lasts seven min-
utes.

Visitors must carry iden-
tity cards, follow queue
rules, and avoid electronic
devices or water bottles.

Superintendent of Police
Dr. VJ Sobharani and other
officials oversaw prepara-
tions to ensure smooth, safe
public experience.

Priyank Kharge stated CM decisions rest with senior Congress
leaders; others’ opinions, including Yathindra’s, are irrelevant

CM selection authority lies with
top Congress brass Kharge

DAVANAGERE

Rural Development Minister
Priyank Kharge clarified that
senior Congress leaders’ deci-
sions on the Chief Minister’s
post are final. Speaking after
inaugurating the Gram Soud-
ha in H Gopagondanahalli,
Honnali taluk, he said that
statements made by others,
including Yathindra Siddara-
maiah, are personal opinions
and hold no authority.

He emphasized that neither
MLA Igbal Hussain nor MLA
Basavaraj Sivaganga raised
any concerns regarding the
CM issue during the event.
Priyank Kharge said that the
word of Kharge Saheb and
Rahul Gandhi is final and
must be respected. “Whoever
speaks in front of the media
on this issue is irrelevant,” he

added.

Kharge also criticized the
BJP, accusing it of launching
“Operation Kamal” nation-
wide. He said opposition par-
ties lack the capability to
manage governance and ques-
tioned their focus on Con-
gress instead of their own re-
sponsibilities. “We have been
working well for 135 years
and will continue to do so for
many more,” he remarked.

On allegations raised by

Speaker Om Birla regarding a
conspiracy against Prime Min-
ister Modi, Kharge questioned
the Home Minister’s capabili-
ties. He noted that Modi’s
statements in Parliament were
trivial, focusing only on per-
sonal habits, and said tough
questions should instead be
directed to Congress leaders
like Rahul Gandhi and Mal-
likarjun Kharge.

Priyank Kharge’s com-
ments come amid ongoing
speculation about the leader-
ship and future political strat-
egies in Karnataka. He reiter-
ated that Congress has a clear
chain of authority and that
internal matters are being
managed by the high com-
mand, assuring party workers
and supporters that there is no
confusion regarding the CM
position.

ZED and LEAN

workshop held under
RAMP Scheme

GADAG

A workshop on ZED (Zero
Defect Zero Effect) and
LEAN practices was success-
fully conducted under the Ac-
celerating MSME Perfor-
mance (RAMP) Scheme
2025-26 at Mrs. Kamala and
Mr. Venkappa M. Agadi Col-
lege of Engineering & Tech-
nology, Lakshmeshwar,
Gadag. The program was or-
ganized by the District Indus-
trial Centre, Gadag, in collab-
oration with Karnataka State
Marketing Communication &
Adpvertising Ltd., Bangalore.

The event, held on Saturday
at 10 a.m., brought together
local MSMEs, industry lead-
ers, and government officials
to enhance productivity, qual-
ity, and sustainability in small
and medium enterprises. Key
participants included Mr. San-
thosh M. V., District Leading
Bank Manager, SBI, Dr. Mal-
lur Basavaraja, District Skill
Development Officer, and
Shri Prashanth P. Barigidada,
Joint Director, District Indus-
trial Centre, Gadag.

The workshop featured ex-
pert sessions from Mr. Gopin-
adha Rao, retired Deputy Di-
rector, MSME DFO Banga-
lore, who explained ZED and
LEAN concepts through de-
tailed presentations.

Attendees learned practical
strategies to implement Zero
Defect and Lean manufactur-
ing processes, aimed at im-
proving operational efficiency
and reducing environmental
impact.

District officials said the
program is part of ongoing
efforts to strengthen MSMEs
across Gadag district, provid-
ing them with technical
knowledge, modern manage-
ment practices, and govern-
ment support. MSME partici-
pants expressed enthusiasm
about applying the learnings
in their enterprises to enhance
competitiveness and growth
under the RAMP Scheme.

The workshop marked an-
other step in Gadag’s commit-
ment to promoting innovation
and sustainable practices in
small and medium-scale in-
dustries.

Chitradurga officials urged to aid seniors

CHITRADURGA

Sub-Divisional Officer Ven-
katesh Naik has instructed all
government offices in the dis-
trict to make special arrange-
ments for senior citizens and
persons with disabilities. He
emphasized that officials
should provide separate seat-
ing and treat them courteously.

Naik spoke during a meet-
ing held at the Sub-Divisional
Officer’s office, which fo-
cused on implementing the
Guardians and Parents Protec-
tion Act, the rehabilitation
center project, and grievance
redressal for differently-abled
persons. He also directed that
KSRTC operators provide re-
served seats for seniors and
disabled passengers, with of-
ficials giving proper guidance
to bus operators.

Regarding pending court
cases, Naik said that the
Rashtreeya Lokadalat on Feb-
ruary 28 will focus on resolv-
ing cases involving senior

citizens through mediation.
He stressed the importance of
enforcing maintenance orders
and ensuring senior citizens
are aware of pension benefits.
Under Sandhya Suraksha Yo-
jana, citizens over 60 receive
Rs. 800, and those above 65
get Rs. 1,200. Pension Ada-
lats will be used to inform
them.

Naik also instructed offi-
cials to properly utilize grants
for persons with disabilities.
Currently, only a small per-
centage of funds in gram pan-
chayats and local bodies is
used for welfare programs.
He said immediate action is

needed to organize programs
and support the different-
ly-abled.

The district currently has
two aided old age homes,
42,198 pension beneficiaries
above 60, and 1,10,475 above
65. According to the 2011
census, 35,971 persons in the
district have disabilities, and
35,074 have received UDID
cards.

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Re-
nuprasad, Tahsildar Narasim-
hamurthy, District Hospital
Resident Physician Dr. Anand
Prakash, and other officials
attended the meeting.

JUSTICE WITHOUT DELAY

Folk {arts reflect life
and belong to people:
K.V. Prabhakar

RAMANAGAR

Folk art is always pro-people
and close to common life,
said K.V. Prabhakar, Media
Advisor to the Chief Minister.
He said folk arts are not just
for entertainment but are mir-
rors that show the soil, histo-
ry, culture and way of life of
the people. He was speaking
as the chief guest at the
“Vidyarthi Janapada Lokotsa-
va” organised by the Karnata-
ka Janapada Parishad at Jana-
pada Lok.

Prabhakar said there is
nothing anti-people or an-
ti-social in folk arts. He said it
was special that this folklore
festival was organised by and
for students. Earlier, folklore
activities were mostly limited
to senior artists, scholars and
research students. Now stu-
dents themselves are taking
responsibility, which is a pos-
itive change.

He said preserving and
passing folk culture to the
next generation is important
to protect the roots of the
land. Students should play a
key role in this task. He added
that even modern schools and
colleges are now including
folk songs and dances along
with western performances,
which shows the strength of
folk traditions.

Folk arts reflect village
beauty and the pain and hard

Prabhakar stated folk
arts are not anti-
people, praising the
student-led folklore
festival as a positive
change from earlier
activities dominated by
senior artists and
scholars

work of common people.
They carry customs, beliefs
and values of ancestors to the
next generation. Art forms
like Yakshagana, Bayalata
and Doddaata help common
people understand stories
from epics and legends.

He said folk arts unite peo-
ple beyond caste and religion.
Village festivals and fairs cre-
ate unity and harmony
through collective perfor-
mances. Farmer songs sung
during work reduce tiredness
and bring joy.

Prabhakar explained that
every region of Karnataka has
unique folk arts, enriching the
cultural map of the state.
Though folk literature is oral,
it has protected the beauty of
the Kannada language. He
urged students to proudly pre-
serve this living tradition.

Janapada Parishad Presi-
dent H.C. Boralingaiah, Sri
Annadaneshwara Swamiji,
former MLA K. Raju and oth-
er dignitaries were present.

Krishna River Water Plan
for Kolar Districts

KOLAR

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy said he will soon
meet Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
to discuss bringing Krishna
river water to Kolar and Chik-
kaballapur districts. He spoke
to the media in Kolar on Sat-
urday, stressing that the dis-
tricts need clean river water
due to repeated failures of
previous projects.

The Union Minister criti-
cized the Ettinhole project,
saying it promised water ten
years ago but delivered only
sewage water to Bengaluru.
The project cost has now re-
portedly reached 30,000
crore, with mismanagement
and work given to unqualified
contractors, according to the
CAG report. He said residents
in these districts have been
cheated, and even children are
falling sick due to polluted
water.

Kumaraswamy praised MP
Mallesh Babu for efforts to
bring Krishna river water to
the region and said he will co-
ordinate with Andhra Pradesh
without affecting the senti-
ments of their people. He also
expressed concern about the

Yaragole project in Bangara-
pet, where KC Valley sewage
is still entering the reservoir.

Addressing other issues, he
clarified that he has no con-
nection to the notice issued by
the central government to for-
mer Speaker Ramesh Kumar
regarding forest land en-
croachment. He emphasized
that the government must fo-
cus on solving water, agricul-
ture, and local problems rath-
er than issuing unnecessary
notices.

On political matters, Ku-
maraswamy said seat-sharing
talks with BJP for assembly
constituencies have not start-
ed yet. Priority will be given
to Zilla Panchayat and local
body elections. Several lead-
ers, including MLA G.K.
Venkatashivareddy and for-
mer MLAs Chaudareddy
Tupalli and H.M. Ramesh
Gowda, attended the meeting.

Deputy Lokayukta urges faster public complaint disposal

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Deputy Lokayukta K.N.
Phanindra has urged all gov-
ernment officers and employ-
ees to handle public com-
plaints and applications
quickly and fairly. He em-
phasized that officials must
first check whether a com-
plaint falls under their de-
partment and take appropri-
ate action without unneces-
sary delay.

Phanindra spoke while vis-
iting Taluk Panchayats in
Chintamani, Bagepally, Shid-
laghatta, and Chelur. He
started on-the-spot inquiries
for pending Lokayukta cases

and resolved some com-
plaints immediately. A total
of 75 cases were heard on
Saturday, mainly related to
revenue and rural develop-
ment departments, including

Panchayat Raj. Some com-
plaints highlighted delays
and bribery, which he in-
structed officials to address
carefully.

He reminded officials that

public service is a responsi-
bility given by the Constitu-
tion, and it should be execut-
ed with fairness, honesty, and
without expecting favors. He
urged employees to avoid
negative attitudes toward
complainants and handle
grievances sincerely, while
the public should also file
complaints responsibly and
without malice. Phanindra
stressed that government
work is like a service to God.
Officials must provide eligi-
ble citizens their rights and
benefits without undue pres-
sure, delay, or influence.
Bribery, favoritism, or negli-
gence should be avoided.

Complaints and applications
should be resolved objective-
ly and within legal timelines.
District Collector G. Pra-
bhu, Zilla Panchayat Acting
Chief Officer Dr. Y. Naveen
Bhatt, Senior Civil Judges
Kiran M Patil and Shilpa,
Lokayukta S.P. Antony John,
D.Y.S.P Virendra Kumar, and
other officials and citizens
attended the meeting.
Phanindra’s visit rein-
forced the Lokayukta’s poli-
cy of improving government
service, ensuring timely jus-
tice, and creating a more
transparent and accountable
system for the people of
Chikkaballapur.
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Meghalaya mine
blast death toll
risesto27

Shillong
Two more bodies were re-
covered from the illegal
coal mine blast in Megha-
laya’s East Jaintia Hills,
raising the death toll to 27.
The explosion happened
Thursday in Thangsku,
Umsngat village. Rescue
teams continue searching
for missing persons. Po-
lice said efforts are on to
identify the dead, and op-
erations will continue un-
til all are found. A suo
motu FIR has been filed,
and two men have been
arrested. Investigations
are ongoing.

Arms, explosives
seized from
Naxal dumps

Gariaband
Security forces recovered
arms, ammunition, explo-
sives, and weapon-mak-

ing equipment from six
Naxal hideouts in Garia-
band’s hilly areas. The
dumps were found in Bh-
aludiggi and Metal hill
ranges near the Odisha
border after a 36-hour
search. The operation
was based on information
from surrendered Mao-
ists, revealing that the
banned CPI (Maoist)
leaders had stored weap-
ons in these hills. A spe-
cial E-30 police unit con-
ducted the search, and
efforts continue to secure
the area.

Five new
Cheetah cubs bornin
MP’s Kuno Park

Sheopur
Cheetah Aasha has given
birth to five cubs in Kuno
National Park, raising In-
dia’s total cheetah popu-

lation to 35. Aasha was
brought from Namibia to
help revive the cheetah
species, extinct in India
for decades. With this
birth, 24 cubs have been
born in India so far.
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav
praised forest staff and
veterinarians for their

All credit goes to Trump-
g Modifor Trade Deal: Gor

‘It will open India's market to American products. This
marks a new era in US-India economic relations’

NEW DELHI

The US Ambassador to India,
Sergio Gor, on Saturday laud-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Don-
ald Trump for their roles in
achieving a major India-US
trade deal. Posting on X, he
said all credit goes to their
leadership and vision, calling
it “a new day” for bilateral
relations.

The announcement follows
US President Trump’s decla-
ration of a joint statement
with India, aiming to remove
tariff and non-tariff barriers
and open India’s large market
to American products. US
Trade Representative Ambas-
sador Greer said the deal
would benefit American
workers, farmers, and produc-
ers by lowering tariffs on in-

dustrial goods and many agri-
cultural products.

Greer highlighted that the
agreement reflects deepening
ties between Washington and
New Delhi, creating opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs and
farmers in both countries. He

also thanked Indian Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
for his efforts in achieving
balanced trade.

The joint statement is part
of a framework to expand
market access, reduce trade
barriers, and advance fair
and reciprocal trade between
the two nations. It marks an
interim step toward a broad-
er US-India Bilateral Trade
Agreement, first initiated by
Trump and Modi in Febru-
ary 2025.

Officials believe this deal
will strengthen economic re-
lations and unlock new oppor-
tunities, benefiting businesses
on both sides. Analysts see it
as a significant milestone in
the ongoing partnership be-
tween the two world econo-
mies, fostering cooperation
and long-term growth.

SIMS Hospital expands healthcare
collab with Seychelles officials

CHENNAI

President of Seychelles Pat-
rick Herminie and Health
Minister Marvin Nolan Fanny
met Ravi Pachamuthu, Chair-
man of SIMS Hospital, to
plan a collaborative roadmap
to improve healthcare ser-
vices in Seychelles. The part-
nership aims to provide su-
per-specialty medical out-
reach, hospital infrastructure
development, digital health
networks, workforce support,
affordable medicines, and ex-
panded dialysis services.

A team of SIMS specialists
will visit Mauritius and Sey-
chelles next week to evaluate
current healthcare systems
and plan further actions with
the Seychelles Ministry of
Health. The discussions also

proposed regular super-spe-
cialty medical camps to im-
prove diagnostics, patient
care, and clinical outcomes
while strengthening local
healthcare capacity.

Key areas include develop-
ing a nationwide digital
healthcare network linking
hospitals and clinics for better
patient management, referrals,
and decision-making.
High-quality, cost-effective
pharmaceuticals will be sup-

plied, supported by cloud-
based inventory systems to
reduce stock-outs and waste.
The collaboration also focus-
es on workforce development,
hospital modernization, and
planning new healthcare facil-
ities.

President Herminie said the
partnership will ensure quali-
ty care for citizens through
improved infrastructure,
trained staff, and specialized
services such as dialysis. Ravi
Pachamuthu highlighted the
importance of strengthening
systems, digital networks, and
affordable access to medi-
cines. Both sides emphasized
long-term capacity building
and sustainable healthcare de-
velopment to position Sey-
chelles as a regional health-
care leader.

Jaishankar discusses strategic,
security issues with Greek Minister

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held talks with
Greek Defence Minister
Nikos Dendias on Friday, fo-
cusing on strategic and secu-
rity matters. Dendias visited
India at the invitation of De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh.
Jaishankar described the
meeting on X as an in-depth
conversation covering a wide
range of issues, appreciating
Dendias’ insights and assess-
ments. Dendias expressed
gratitude for the warm wel-
come and called the discussion
cordial, covering regional and
international developments.
He noted that the visit includ-
ed meetings with Indian offi-
cials and participation in the
India-EU Forum, where he
discussed security issues and
potential cooperation between
Greek and Indian defence in-
dustries. The visit follows In-
dia’s signing of the India-EU
Free Trade Agreement. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
cently said that India is signing
“future-ready” trade deals with
many countries, including the
EU and the US, and that the
world is praising these agree-
ments. Modi also highlighted
India’s growing role as a trust-
ed global partner contributing

_

Nikos Dendias met
Jaishankar in New Delhi
to discuss strategic,
regional, and
international security
issues during his official
visit to India

India-US trade deal to big give boost to Indian exporters

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar praised the
India-US interim trade agreement on Saturday, saying
it will give Indian exporters greater market access and
support the ‘Make in India’ initiative. In a post on X, he

said the deal opens new opportunities for trade and
strengthens the partnership between the two nations.
The agreement sets a reciprocal tariff of 18% on Indian
goods such as textiles, leather, machinery, and more,
while removing tariffs on certain aircraft and parts from
India. India will also reduce tariffs on US industrial and
agricultural products. Under the deal, India plans to pur-
chase $500 billion worth of US products over five years.
Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said the frame-
work will benefit MSMEs, farmers, and fishermen, boost
exports, and create jobs, especially for women and
youth. Analysts say the agreement marks a key step in
deepening India-US economic ties.

to global welfare.

During the meetings, both
sides emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening bilateral
relations and exploring areas
of strategic collaboration. De-
fence and security coopera-
tion, regional stability, and

industrial partnerships were
key points of discussion. An-
alysts say this visit signals
India’s intent to deepen ties
with Greece and the EU, en-
hancing cooperation in trade,
defence, and international se-
curity frameworks.

Jairam Ramesh criticises US-India Trade Agreement

NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh on Saturday ex-
pressed concerns over the
US-India interim trade agree-
ment, saying the joint state-
ment does not provide key
details. Posting on X, he
claimed India would stop im-
porting oil from Russia and
warned that the US may reim-
pose a 25% penalty if India
buys Russian oil directly or
indirectly.

Ramesh also said India’s
commitment to reduce import
duties for US industrial and
farm products would hurt In-
dian farmers. He warned that

India’s goods trade surplus
with the US could vanish and
expressed uncertainty over IT
and services exports. He add-
ed that Indian exports to

the US may face high-

er tariffs than be- o

fore. /
Under the deal, ‘ f

the US will charge v

18% tariffs on In- © _
dian goods, includ-
ing textiles, leather,
machinery, and home
decor, while India will re-
duce or remove tariffs on US
industrial, agricultural, and
food products. The US has
withdrawn its previous 25%
duty on Indian imports. India

.—}_

will buy $500 billion of US
goods over five years, includ-
ing energy, aircraft, precious
metals, and technology prod-
ucts.
Both nations will
tackle non-tariff
barriers and im-
prove access for
US medical devic-
es, ICT products,
and farm items.
p° The agreement also
promotes joint tech-
nology trade and cooper-
ation. Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) negotiations will
continue, with the US consid-
ering India’s requests to low-
er tariffs further.

Shringla predicts significant
rise in India-US exports

KOLKATA

industrialists, farmers, and labour-

RS MP and former Foreign Secre-
tary Harsh Vardhan Shringla on Sat-
urday said the India-US Interim
Trade Agreement provides clarity
and confidence to India’s business
community, he predicted a signifi-
cant increase in Indian exports to the
United States. “This is a very im-
portant deal following our recent

ers, giving them a competitive edge.
Combined with the EU agreement,
India now has access to a market of
almost $60 trillion, he noted, calling
it excellent news for Indian youth.
External Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar also praised the deal, saying
it will strengthen the ‘Make in India’
initiative and provide new opportu-
nities for exporters. He called the

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the public at large that my
clients Mr. Mahesh Jaganath, S/o Mr. N. Jaganath,
and Mrs. Shanthi P, W/o Mr. Mahesh Jaganath, both
residing at No. 47, Ayappa Temple Street, Near
Kamala Nehru Patashala, Thyagarajanagar VTC,
Bengaluru South — 560028, are intending to
purchase the below-mentioned property by
availing a housing loan from Bajaj Housing
Finance Ltd. The present owner of the property is
Mrs. Nagarathnamma, W/o Mr. Panchakshari. The
said property was originally part of 3.11 acres of land
in Sy. No. 72, Kommaghatta, which was acquired by
the Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) on 02
December 2024 for the formation of Kempegowda
Layout. The development was carried out under a
joint development scheme with the landowner in a
60:40 ratio.Under the said scheme, Site No. 1918,
4th Block, ‘D’ Sector, Kempegowda Layout,
Kommaghatta, was allotted by the BDA on 03 May
2025 and subsequently conveyed by the BDA in
favour of Mrs. Nagarathnamma through a Registered
Sale Deed bearing Document No. BDA-1-00707-
2025-26 dated 29-05-2025, whereby she became
the absolute owner of the property. The public is
hereby notified that if any person or persons have any

Public are hereby informed that my client
Sri.Rakesh A §/0 Anjan Kumar, residing at
#2693,7th B Main RPCL Layout, Bangalore South,
Karnataka-560026, My client are willing to purchase
the property by availing a loan with Piramal Finance
limited by the present property owner
Mrs. Meri Jesuraj W/0 Jesuraj, Registered Sale
Deed Document No.SRI-1-00400-2024-25, dated:
12-04-2024, my client further states that any
disputes his ownership or possession of the
schedule property member of the public are hereby
notified that if anyone having any adverse claim in
respect of the said property hereby advised to place

their claim with appropriate written evidence. please
note that claims received without written evidence
within 7 Days from the date of publication of this
notice there after will not be entertained.

SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that piece and parcel of
the Property bearing Municipal No.74,
Khaneshumari No.74, Situated at Muddinapalya
Village, Yashavanthapura Hobli, Bangalore North
Taluk, Measuring: East to West: 60 Feet & North to
South:15 in all measuring 900 Sq.ft, and bounded on
the : East by: Road, West by: Venkataramanappa's
Site, North by: Krishnappa's Property, South by:

M/s. JSS Mahavidyapeetha.
2025, dated 03.02.2026.

MoEF&CC/SEIAA, Karnataka at:
¢ http:/iparivesh.nic.in

The State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA),
Karnataka, constituted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India, has accorded Environmental
Clearance for the development of JSS Ayurveda Medical College and
Hospital with 366 beds at Sy. No. 41/E, Alanahalli Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Mysuru Taluk, Mysuru District, Karnataka, proposed by

The Environmental Clearance has been granted vide No. SEIAA 298 CON
A copy of the Environmental Clearance letter is available on the websites of

* http:/lenvironmentclearance.nic.in
¢ http://seiaa.karnataka.gov.in

This public notice is issued in compliance with the conditions stipulated in the
above-mentioned Environmental Clearance.

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

2 Feet Passege and Huchchappa's House.

dedication and called the trade agreement with the European  agreement a framework for a mutu- | [ paarcrt o et o ot ot HARISHA S, Advocate
state a leading center for Union,” Shringla said. He added that  ally beneficial trade partnership be- R B A A UNION A AT, DRLS PLAZA, Ll
wildlife conservation. the deal will benefit exporters, small ~ tween India and the US. wiiing, to the undersigned within 7 (Seven) days | | Bengaluru-560057. Mob No. 9060950265,
from the date of publication of this notice. If no such

claim is received within the stipulated period, it shall
be presumed that there are no claims or objections
from any quarter, and my clients shall proceed with
the purchase of the said property. Any claims
received thereafter shall not be entertained.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY: All that piece and parcel of
the immovable residential property bearing Site No.
1918,BDA PID No. 6000083834, situated at
Kommaghatta Village, Sy. No. 84,4th Block, ‘D’
Sector, Kempegowda Layout, measuring East to
West: 9 meters and North to South: 12 meters, totally
measuring 108 square meters, and bounded on:

Government of Karnataka
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PANCHAYAT RAJ ENGINEERING
DIVISION KALABURAGI
No : EE/PRED/KLB/KKRDB /TS-5/2025-26/5977 Date : 06/02/2026

:: TENDER NOTIFICATION ::

(Through E-procurement Two Cover System)
1) Name of work: 1. Afzalpur Taluka 1 Works Indent No.(1) 24246, 2. Chittapur Taluka 2 Works
Indent No.(1) 24239 (2) 24240, 3. Jewargi Taluka 1 Work Indent No.(1) 24264, 4. Kalaburagi

Air Marshal holds
talks with Singapore
armed forces officials

Pak Fiscal Policy
overburdens productive
citizens: Report

East by: Site No. 1919 West by: Site No. 1917 North
by: Site No. 1907 South by: Road.
HARISHA .S, Advocate
# 1479. DRLS PLAZA.
UNION BANK BUILDING. T DASARAHALLI,
Bengaluru-560057. Mob No. 9060950265.

NEW DELHI War II. The Singapore NEW DELHI es excellence and dis- Taluka 1 Work Indent No.(1) 24237 Total 5 Works, 2) Head of account: MP LAD FOR

Airshow 26, held from courages transparency. l‘ AN {l‘ T p THE YEAR 2025-26, 3) Amount put to tender: Minimum Rs. 54,24,744.97, Maximum
Air Marshal Balakrish-  February 7 to 8, fea- Pakistan’s fiscal policy As a result, about Ry Ll Rs. 87,80,824.80, 4) Class of Contractor: Class- Ill and Above, 5) Issue of Blank Tender
nan Manikantan, AOC-  tures aerobatic flying : is heavily taxing a small 800,000 skilled profes- I, HAJEERA BEGUM SAHEB Documents: 07-02-2026 to 19-02-2026 upto 4.00 pm, 6) Tender Form Fee: As per KPPP

in-C, CAC, held dis-
cussions with Briga-
dier-General Ho Kum
Luen, Chief of Staff-
Air Staff, Republic of
Singapore Air Force,
and Brigadier-General
Chan Ching Hao, Chief
of Staff-Joint Staff,
Singapore Armed Forc-
es, on Saturday at
Changi Exhibition
Centre. The talks took
place on the sidelines
of the Singapore Air-
show 26.

During his visit, Air
Marshal Manikantan
also interacted with
H.E. Dr. Shilpak Am-
bule, High Commis-
sioner of India to Sin-
gapore, and the Sarang
Helicopter Display
Team participating in
the airshow. In a sol-
emn ceremony, he laid
a wreath at the Kranji
War Memorial to hon-
our soldiers who lost

Norms, 7) E.M.D. Fee: Minimum Rs. 1,08,500.00, Maximum Rs. 1,76,000.00, 8) Receipt of
completed tender documents: 07-02-2026 to 19-02-2026 upto 4.00 pm, 9) Technical Bid
Opening Date: 20-02-2026 After 4.00 pm, 10) Financial Bid opening Date: 21-02-2026 After
11.00 am, 11) For more details contact: Office of the Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj
Engineering Division Opp: Karnataka Grameen Bank (PKGB) Head office, Kusnoor Road,
RajapurKalaburagi, 12) Website Address: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1056/KSMC&A/2025-26 Panchayat Raj Engineering Division Kalaburagi

displays, the latest
commercial and mili-
tary aircraft, and fami-
ly-friendly activities.
Mascots Leo and Leon-
ette entertained visi-
tors, while aerobatic
teams performed high-
speed stunts and ma-
noeuvres with preci-
sion. India and Singa-
pore had adopted a
joint defence coopera-
tion framework on Sep-
tember 4, 2025, pro-
moting regular ex-
changes between De-
fence Ministers and se-
nior officials through
Defence Ministers’ Di-
alogue and Defence
Policy Dialogue. The
partnership includes
joint army, navy, and air
force exercises, and co-
operation in emerging
defence technologies
such as Artificial Intel-
ligence, Quantum Com-
puting, Automation, and

sionals are projected to
leave Pakistan by 2025,

KHAN, W/o, Saheb Khan K,
Resident of No 1288/B,T K
Road Kalanagara Channapatna
Ramanagar Dist, 562160, have
changed my name to HAJEERA
BEGUM, vide affidavit dated:
07.02.2026 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAOQ,
Bengaluru.

productive population
to fund a large and un-
productive bureaucracy, either fleeing restrictive
according to a recent policies or seeking bet-
Business Recorder re- ter opportunities
port. The report high-  abroad. While the IMF
lights that the country  and state technocrats
suffers from a deep argue that debt servic-
identity crisis and lacks ~ ing—nearing Rs 9 tril-

the institutional capaci- lion—requirgzs maxi- T T
mum extraction from NI |'| HI H

ty to provide effective
public services. documented taxpayers, I RITHESH VENKATACHALA
Pakistan has only 3.4  the report calls this rea- "REDDY, $/0. Venkatachala,
million effective tax-  soning flawed. Resident of No.37,
payers, representing just It stresses that taxing Sorahunise, Varthur Post,
4% of its 85.6 mil- the small productive Bengaluru-560087, have
lion-strong workforce. base does not foster changed my name to
These taxpayers are ex-  growth and instead fu- RITHESH VENKATACHALA
pected to bridge a mas-  els a shadow economy. REDDY, S/0. VENKATACHALA
sive fiscal deficit while The report concludes REDDY, Vide Affidavit Dated:
that true fiscal health 19.01.2025 before notary AM.

the informal elite large-
comes from expanding RAJASEKAR, Bengaluru.
can download the tender documents from e-procurement platform (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.

ly escape taxation. Sal-
the taxpayer base and -
in). Tenders shall be submitted electronically at https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in EMD and tender

aried professionals of-
ten pay up to 35% in  building trust, not
overburdening a micro-
TO place d ClaSSiﬁEd processing fees shall also be paid electronically
ad contact: ' sd/-

TOWN PANCHAYATH YELANDUR

CHAMARAJANAGAR DISTRICT
No.YLD/J.E/TENDER/CR/02/2025-26 Date: 05.02.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through KPPP portal only)

The Chief, officer Town Panchayath Yelandur Chamarajanagar District, invites e-procurement
short term tender from eligible contractors under Kw-4 document Under Work details as follows.
1) Name of work: Construction of Residential building (G+= 12 Dus) under poura Karmika Gruha
Bhagya Yojana at Yelandur town Panchayath Chamarajanagar Dist under Pourakarmika Gruha
Bhagya Yojane Grants (DMA/2023-24/BD/WORK_INDENT14743/CALL-2) Estimate Cost: 186.00
Lakhs, EMD Amount: 2,36,100 Rupees, Period of Completion: 09 Calendar Months. Last date for
uploading of completed tender documents : 25.02.2026 at 5.00 P.M, Pre bid Meeting Venue &
date: 12.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M, (Town Panchayath Office Yelandur) Last date of receiving tender
25.02.2026 at 5.30 P.M, Date of opening of tenders technical bids: 27.02.2026 at 11.00 AM &
Date of opening of Financial bids: Informed after Successful technical Bid Contractors, Interested
contractors shall register on the e-procurement platform to participate in this tender. Contractors

taxes but still spend
heavily on private secu-  scopic group of citi-
zens. High rates on a

rity, power, and educa-
tion because public ser-  limited population cre-
ate stagnation rather

vices remain inade-
quate. The report argues  than solving economic

their lives in World ~ Unmanned Vessels. that this system penaliz-  challenges. 080-41209042  oirr/chamacar/6s9/2025-26 TowncP'::'lEci\gyl;ilth{I;ndur
| X X X X X X J X X X X X X X X X



NATION

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

SUNDAY » FEBRUARY 8, 2026

O ibcworldnews.com

QUICK READ

N

Bribery: CPRI
joint director granted
bail

NEW DELHI
A special CBI court at
Rouse Avenue granted
bail to Rajaram Mohanrao
Chennvu, Joint Director at
CPRI, in a bribery case.
The court said bail cannot
be denied just to please
public opinion and em-
phasized balancing per-
sonal liberty with public
interest. Chennu spent
nearly 30 days in custody,
and further interrogation
was unnecessary. He is
accused of seeking a
bribe of up to Rs 14 lakh
for favorable test reports,
with Rs 9.49 lakh recov-
ered in a trap operation.

Preliminary
report on Ajit Pawar
crash soon

NEW DELHI
Authorities are investigat-
ing the Learjet 45 crash
that killed Maharashtra
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar
and four others near Bar-
amati Airport. MoS for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said the aircraft’s
black box has been recov-
ered and is under analysis.
Teams from the AAIB and
DGCA are examining the
data to determine causes.
A preliminary report is ex-
pected after initial analy-
sis. Officials stressed the
probe is ongoing and no
conclusions should be
drawn prematurely.

Woman found
critically injured in
Indore

Indore
A woman was found criti-
cally injured near Sug-
nidevi College in Indore,
with her clothes in a di-
shevelled state, police
said. She was immediate-
ly taken to a hospital.
Deputy Commissioner
Kumar Prateek said the
woman is around 30
years old and has past
criminal records. Police
are investigating her con-
nections with substance
users and scanning near-
by CCTV footage. While
sexual assault has not
been confirmed, authori-
ties are not ruling it out.
The case remains under
active probe.

‘Politically motivated': Sonia
opposes 1980 voter list entry

The Congress leader’s counsel dismissed the claims saying the complaint
did not provide any foundational documents.

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Sonia Gandhi
has opposed a plea in a Delhi
court alleging that her name
was included in the voter list
three years before she became
an Indian citizen in 1983. Her
lawyers argued that the com-
plaint was politically motivat-
ed and filed for an improper
purpose.

The response was submit-
ted before Special Judge
Vishal Gogne, who is hearing
a revision plea challenging a
September 11, 2025, magis-
trate's order that refused to
investigate the allegation. The
court has scheduled further

proceedings on February 21.
The original complaint was
filed by advocate Vikas Trip-
athi, vice president of the
Central Delhi Court Bar Asso-
ciation. Gandhi’s lawyers,
including Tarannum
Cheema, Kanishka
Singh, and Akash
Singh, said the allega-
tions were “wholly
misconceived, frivo-
lous, politically moti-
vated, and an
abuse of the
law.” They
asked the
court to
dismiss
the plea,

Rijiju

noting that matters of citizen-
ship fall under the Central
government, while electoral
roll disputes are handled sole-
ly by the Election Commis-
sion. The reply also said the
complaint lacked support-
ing documents, including
any application or oath
form. It argued that in-
vestigating allegations
from more than 40
years ago is impossible
and violates Article
21, which pro-
tects life and
personal liber-
ty. The law-
yers de-
scribed the

allegations as “imaginary and
motivated” and misleading, as
they assumed a voter’s name
is automatically included by
submitting Form 6.

The September 2025 mag-
istrate’s order had stated that
the complaint was legally un-
tenable, deficient, and beyond
the court’s authority. Tripa-
thi’s counsel, senior advocate
Pavan Narang, had claimed
that Gandhi’s name was add-
ed in January 1980 when she
was not an Indian citizen, al-
leging possible forgery. The
magistrate dismissed the plea,
saying the court could not as-
sume jurisdiction over the
matter.

lambasts Rahul Gandhi

over frivolous rhetoric

o

PATNA

wUnion Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Saturday accused Leader
of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi of indulging in “friv-
olous rhetoric” to stay in
headlines. Speaking to report-
ers during a day-long tour in
Patna, Rijiju said the nation
has made significant progress
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and claimed that
people will never again trust
the Congress, which he said
weakened the country during
its 60 years in power.

Rijiju’s remarks came in
response to Gandhi citing
skirmishes with Chinese forc-
es, mentioned in a book by
former Army chief M.M. Nar-
avane, to challenge the gov-
ernment. “Rahul Gandhi is
merely trying to remain in the
headlines, but all this will
prove inconsequential,” he
said.

The Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs also spoke about
the disruption in the Lok
Sabha ahead of the Prime
Minister’s planned speech on
the Motion of Thanks to the

President’s address. He said
40-50 opposition MPs barged
into Speaker Om Birla’s
chamber and behaved aggres-
sively. Rijiju, who was pres-
ent inside the chamber, stated
that the decision was taken to
prevent the Prime Minister
from attending to avoid fur-
ther trouble.

“We have sufficient
strength in the House, but we
chose not to use marshals to
force the proceedings. In-
stead, we found a better solu-
tion,” Rijiju said. He added
that Prime Minister Modi did
address the nation at length in
the Rajya Sabha.

The minister reiterated that
the government remains fo-
cused on governance and

progress, while opposition
tactics to create headlines
would not impact the coun-
try’s development agenda.
Rijiju on Saturday said 40-
50 opposition MPs stormed
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la’s chamber and behaved ag-
gressively ahead of Prime
Minister Modi’s scheduled
speech. Speaking at a BJP
press conference in Bihar, Ri-
Jjiju, who was present in the
chamber, said it was decided
that the PM would stay away
to avoid trouble. “We have
enough strength to manage
proceedings but chose a dif-
ferent approach to prevent
conflict,” he added, explain-
ing Modi’s absence during the
Motion of Thanks debate.

CM STALIN
SETS TARGET
TO WIN 200
SEATS

VIRUDHUNAGAR

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Saturday set an
ambitious goal for the DMK
ahead of the 2026 Assembly
elections, urging party work-
ers to secure victory in 200
constituencies. Addressing the
DMK Youth Wing Southern
Zone Office-Bearers Confer-
ence, Stalin emphasized sus-
tained grassroots campaign-
ing, even in areas where fam-
ilies have not yet supported
the party.

Recalling DMK’s clean
sweep in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, Stalin said the party
delivered on its promise by
winning all 40 parliamentary
seats and is now aiming to set
a new benchmark in the state
Assembly.

He framed the upcoming
polls as a decisive contest be-
tween Tamil Nadu and the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA). Stalin stressed that
state autonomy and federal-
ism remain central to DMK’s
ideology.

MP files plaint against Reddy over conjoined twins

NIZAMABAD

Telangana MP Arvind Dhar-
mapuri has submitted formal
complaints to the National
Commission for Women and
the National Human Rights
Commission against Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy for
allegedly insensitive remarks
about conjoined twins Veena
and Vani.

Dharmapuri expressed con-
cern over the comments re-
portedly made by Reddy

during a public speech in Ni-
zamabad on February 6. He
said using a serious congeni-
tal medical condition for po-
litical comparison is deeply
inappropriate and disrespects
the dignity of individuals who
have shown extraordinary
courage and determination in
overcoming social and medi-
cal challenges.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of Veena and Vani,
Dharmapuri noted that the
twins have completed their

Bachelor of Commerce de-
grees and are preparing for
the Chartered Accountancy
examination, one of India’s
most demanding professional
qualifications. Their journey,
he said, inspires thousands of
differently-abled individuals
and demonstrates resilience,
intellectual strength, and
hope.

The complaints urge the
commissions to examine the
matter thoroughly and take
action under relevant laws

and constitutional protections
concerning dignity, equality,
and human rights. Dharmapu-
ri stressed that public repre-
sentatives in constitutional
positions must exercise sensi-
tivity in speech, as their state-
ments influence public atti-
tudes and behavior.

He further requested that
authorities ensure the protec-
tion and respect of women
and individuals facing medi-
cal or physical challenges in
public life.

Min highlights budget
plans for next 25 years

VIJAYAWADA

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
on Saturday said the Union
Budget 2026-27 has been de-
signed with long-term plans
for the next 25 years, not just
for the coming fiscal year, he
emphasised discussions with
social media influencers to
explain the Budget and count-
er misinformation from the
opposition.

Singh highlighted that crit-
ics claim the Budget does not
benefit the middle class.
“When Prime Minister Modi
made 17 cancer medicines
tax-free, was that not for the
common man?” he asked. He
added that growth in
bio-manufacturing and In-
dia’s leadership in biotech-
nology will also benefit ordi-
nary citizens.

The Minister cited the Po-
lavaram Project in Andhra
Pradesh as another key initia-
tive, ensuring water supply
for irrigation across the state.
He noted that Andhra Pradesh
and other southern states are
set to become hubs of the
Blue Economy.

Singh also underlined em-
ployment generation outside

government sectors, particu-
larly through startups. He re-
called that India had only
around 350-370 startups in
2014, which has now grown
to over two lakh, creating 21
lakh jobs.

He said Andhra Pradesh is
expected to host world-class
quantum software startups in
the near future.

The Budget, Singh stressed,
focuses on sustainable eco-
nomic development, health-
care, job creation, and techno-
logical advancement, aiming
to secure long-term benefits
for India’s economy and citi-
zens. He said these initiatives
demonstrate the government’s
vision of growth and opportu-
nities over the next 25 years.

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania on Saturday said the
11th session of the 14th Legisla-
tive Assembly will begin on
February 16. The official notifi-
cation was issued by the Assem-

bly Secretariat following the
Governor’s recommendation.
The session will start with
the Governor’s address, fol-
lowed by obituary references
and then legislative business.
The total number of sitting
days has not yet been final-
ized. Sources said the Revenue

JAGDALPUR

President Droupadi Murmu
on Saturday inaugurated Bas-
tar Pandum 2026, a three-day
festival celebrating tribal cul-
ture, tradition, and the re-
gion’s journey from violence
to peace.

The event was held at Lal-
bagh Ground in Jagdalpur,
Chbhattisgarh, bringing togeth-
er colorful displays of tribal
art, rituals, music, and com-
munity life.

Addressing the gathering,
President Murmu said Pan-
dum is more than a festival; it
is a way of life intertwined
with nature. “When seeds are
sown, it is Pandum. When
mangoes ripen, it is Pandum.
Every moment of life here is

celebrated,” she said, urging

HP assembly 11th session from February 16

Deficit Grant (RDG) issue will
be discussed first, after which
the budget session will contin-
ue. CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu stated that no special
session will be called, as per
the Governor’s advice, and the
RDG matter will be taken up
during the budget session.

Bastar Pandum 2026: Murmu hails new dawn of peace

No special session
on Revenue deficit

grants:

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Saturday said there will be
no special Assembly session
on the Revenue Deficit Grant
(RDG). The matter will in-
stead be taken up during the
upcoming Budget session,
following the Governor’s ad-
vice. Sukhu was speaking af-
ter a two-day MLAS’ priority
planning meeting in
Shimla.

“The Governor has
suggested that no ol
special session |4
should be convened, ‘:c.\'f
as his consent is not e’
given. We will follow
his advice, and RDG
will be discussed during the
Budget session,” Sukhu said.

During the meeting, Sukhu
also raised concerns over for-
eign apple imports. “Under
free trade agreements signed
by the Union government,
import duty on apples has
been drastically reduced. This
will hurt Himachal’s apple
farming economy,” he said.
He added the state would
raise the issue in appropriate
forums, highlighting apple
cultivation as a major contrib-
utor to local livelihoods.

Opposition BJP MLAs, led
by Rakesh Jamwal, raised is-
sues of stalled development
works, non-approval of

Wy
-

S

HP CM

Sukhu announces
Revenue Deficit Grant
issue will be discussed in
the Budget session;
MLAs raise concerns
over stalled development
and apple imports.

DPRs, and delays in the HP
Nidhi initiative, which pro-
vides financial aid for medical
treatment and marriages of
poor families. Jam-
wal said several
MLAs reported halt-
ed district schemes
and unfinished con-
struction, including
roads damaged
during 2023 natural
disasters.

He said the government as-
sured pending works, particu-
larly those near completion,
will be discussed in the Bud-
get session. BJP MLAs also
expressed concern over re-
ceiving government presenta-
tions at short notice and re-
quested separate sessions to
contribute constructively.

Jamwal criticized the state
government for failing to
present its case effectively be-
fore the Finance Commission
regarding the RDG, noting
that the grant was stopped for
17 states. “Blaming the BJP is
not correct. The Finance
Commission is autonomous,”
he added.

H app.l'e gro

WErS announce
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participation in Feb strike

ROHRU

The Himachal Apple
Growers' Association on
Saturday decided to active-
ly join the nationwide
farmers' strike scheduled
for February 12, 2026. The
decision was taken during
a block-level meeting in
Rohru, attended by execu-
tive members from various
village units and presided
over by state committee
member Sanjay Chauhan.

Chauhan said farmers
and orchardists in the state
are facing a growing crisis,
citing increasing incidents
of land dispossession and
house sealing. He criticised
the Centre’s free trade
agreements with multiple
countries, calling them det-
rimental to the interests of
local farmers and horticul-
turists.

The association also
raised concerns over the
proposed Seed Bill, reduc-
tions in MGNREGA fund-
ing, the installation of

smart meters, and cuts to
the Market Intervention
Scheme. Chauhan de-
scribed these policies as
anti-people and stressed
that a united, organised
struggle was necessary to
protect agricultural and
horticultural livelihoods.

After detailed discus-
sions, the meeting unani-
mously resolved that mem-
bers would coordinate with
the Himachal Kisan Sabha
to ensure strong participa-
tion in the February 12
protest. Local units will
mobilise farmers and or-
chardists, raise awareness,
and highlight pressing is-
sues affecting the sector.

Rohru block secretary
Raman Tharta added that a
district-level convention of
the Himachal Kisan Sabha
and Apple Growers’ Asso-
ciation will be held in
Shimla on February 27-28,
2026. Representatives from
local rural units of Rohru
and Chuhara are expected
to attend.

the rest of the country to learn
from Bastar’s harmony with
nature.

She acknowledged the suf-
fering caused by nearly four
decades of Maoist insurgency
but praised the Union govern-
ment’s efforts in weakening
extremist influence. Many

former militants have surren-
dered and are now reintegrat-
ing into society, supported by
welfare programs.

President Murmu lauded
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment’s Niyad Nellanar Yoja-
na, highlighting improve-
ments in electricity, roads,

drinking water, and schools.
Children returning to class-
rooms signal a hopeful reviv-
al. She encouraged people to
embrace peace, trust the Con-
stitution, and remain vigilant
against forces trying to dis-
rupt progress.

Education was highlighted

as key to development, with
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools expanding learning
opportunities in tribal areas.
She urged parents to prioritize
education for a brighter fu-
ture.

The President also paid
tribute to Bastar’s cultural
heritage, referencing Bastar
Dussehra and emphasizing a
balance between development
and tradition. She called on
youth to utilize welfare
schemes for personal and re-
gional growth, contributing to
the vision of a Viksit Bharat.

The ceremony saw the pres-
ence of Chhattisgarh Gover-
nor Ramen Deka, Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai, and
other dignitaries, marking a
new chapter of peace and
progress in Bastar.
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Yet another
moderate quake
hits Myanmar

Naypyidaw
Myanmar experienced a
3.9 magnitude earth-
quake on Saturday, the
National Center for Seis-
mology reported. The
quake occurred 85 km
underground. This fol-
lows four recent tremors,
including a 5.3 quake on
February 3 at just 20 km
depth. Shallow earth-
quakes like this can
cause stronger shaking
and more damage. My-
anmar lies near four tec-
tonic plates and the
Sagaing Fault, making it
prone to earthquakes
and tsunamis. Cities
such as Yangon, Manda-
lay, and Bago face high
seismic risk due to dense
populations and past
quakes.

Taiwan tracks
6 Chinese aircraft,
Tnaval ships

Taipei
Taiwan’s Ministry of Na-
tional Defense reported
six Chinese aircraft sor-

ties and seven naval ves-
sels near its waters on
Saturday morning. Five
aircraft entered Taiwan’s
southwestern and east-
ern air defense zones. On
Friday, eight sorties and
six vessels were spotted,
with six crossing the me-
dian line. The MND said it
has closely monitored
the situation and re-
sponded. Taiwan contin-
ues to keep a vigilant
watch over its skies and
seas amid rising tensions
with China.

BLA claims
Phase-2 of
Operation Herof

Balochistan
The Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) said it com-
pleted the second phase
of “Operation Herof” on
Friday after six days of
fighting in 14 cities
across Balochistan. The
group claimed its fight-
ers captured check-
points, military sites, and
city areas, forcing Paki-
stani forces to retreat in
some locations. BLA
spokesperson Jeeyand
Baloch called it their
“largest and most organ-
ised operation” and said
93 Baloch fighters died
during the campaign,
which aimed at political,
psychological, and mili-
tary impact.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

~ Ourties with Malaysia
scaling new heights: PM Modi

Modi highlighted that Malaysia had the second-highest Indian community in the
world and placed a particular emphasis on Tamil linkages between the two nations.

KUALA LUMPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday highlighted
the strong India-Malaysia re-
lationship, describing it as
guided by IMPACT—In-
dia-Malaysia Partnership for
Advancing Collective Trans-
formation.

Speaking to the Indian dias-
pora in Kuala Lumpur during
his two-day visit, he said In-
dia’s success is Malaysia’s
success, and together they
contribute to Asia’s growth.
Modi appreciated Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him’s gestures, including con-
gratulations on India’s Chan-
drayaan-3 mission.

Modi outlined economic
and technological coopera-
tion, noting over 100 Indian
IT companies operate in Ma-
laysia, creating thousands of

~
WA m

jobs. He highlighted joint ini-
tiatives, including Malaysia’s
first and Asia’s largest insulin
manufacturing facility and
digital collaborations, with
India’s UPI soon coming to
Malaysia.

Emphasizing peo-
ple-to-people ties, Modi
spoke of shared geography,
cultural links across the Indi-
an Ocean, and encouraged
visits to India. He also de-
scribed India’s rapid infra-
structure growth, including
new airports, highways, and

“This special gesture reflects his love,
respect for India’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday highlight-
ed the warmth and personal rapport shared with
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, saying that
the latter’s gesture of personally receiving him at the
Kuala Lumpur airport following his arrival and sharing
a car ride reflected his “love and respect for India”. “The
warmth of your greeting reflects the beautiful diversity
of our shared culture. First of all, | thank my dear friend
Anwar Ibrahim for joining the community celebration.
| also thank him for his very kind words on the scale
and future potential of India-Malaysia friendship in his
speech just now,” PM Modi said while addressing the
Indian diaspora. The visit, from February 7—8, is his third
to Malaysia since 2015, he added.

internationally recognized
modern trains like Vande
Bharat.

On India’s economic trans-
formation, Modi said the

country has risen from the
11th largest economy to near-
ly the top three and is now the
world’s fastest-growing major
economy.

EU-India launch
talks on Horizon
Europe Assn

BRUSSELS

US seeks to end conflict in
Ukraine by summer: Zelensky

KYIV

The European Union and India
have begun talks on India’s
possible association with Hori-
zon Europe, the EU’s flagship
research and innovation pro-
gram with a budget of €95.5
billion for 2021-2027. Europe-
an Commissioner for Startups,
Research, and Innovation Ekat-
erina Zaharieva said, “Science
works best when borders do
not get in the way of ideas.
Connecting talent, ambition,
and trust will allow us to build
solutions together globally.”
This initiative follows the 16th
EU-India Summit, where lead-
ers pledged to strengthen coop-
eration in trade, security, and
science. Association with Hori-
zon Europe would give India
the “closest form of interna-
tional cooperation” offered to
non-EU countries. Currently,
Indian researchers participate
under a Co-Funding Mecha-
nism, securing funding from
Indian ministries while joining
EU projects. If the new agree-
ment is finalised, Indian insti-
tutions could receive grants
directly from the European
Commission. Indian scientists
could lead and coordinate inter-
national research consortia and
participate on equal terms with
EU member states, contributing
financially to the program’s
budget. The Joint EU-India
Comprehensive Strategic
Agenda Towards 2030 high-
lights research and innovation
as central to their strategic part-
nership. Recent collaboration
through the EU-India Trade
and Technology Council (TTC)
and Commissioner Zaharieva’s
visit to India strengthened links
between research and innova-
tion ecosystems on both sides.
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The United States is urging
Russia and Ukraine to find a
solution to end the ongoing
war before summer,
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said on Satur-
day.

Washington has proposed a
new round of talks in Miami
next week, and Kyiv has
agreed to participate. Zelens-
kiy added that the U.S. may
pressure both sides to meet
this timeline, noting that po-
litical priorities such as mid-
term Congressional elections
could influence their ap-
proach.

Earlier talks in Abu Dhabi
did not result in a major
breakthrough but allowed

both sides to agree on ex-
changing 157 prisoners of war
each. Zelenskiy said these
swaps will continue. Military
teams also discussed technical
details on monitoring a poten-
tial ceasefire, security guaran-
tees for Ukraine, and a “pros-
perity plan” outlining postwar
economic recovery.
Zelenskiy said Ukraine had
suggested a sequencing plan
for negotiations, though he

did not provide specific de-
tails. He also mentioned re-
ports from intelligence sourc-
es indicating that Russia’s
special envoy, Kirill Dmitriev,
proposed cooperation deals
with the United States worth
up to $12 trillion. Zelenskiy
stressed that any agreements
between Russia and the U.S.
cannot violate Ukraine’s con-
stitution.

The Ukrainian president’s
comments confirm earlier re-
ports on the proposed summer
timeline. As the war contin-
ues, officials emphasize that
diplomatic talks, prisoner
swaps, and economic discus-
sions remain crucial to find-
ing a lasting resolution to the
largest conflict in Europe
since World War Two.

Ex-Bangladesh minister Ramesh

DHAKA

Former Bangladesh Minister
and senior Awami League
leader Ramesh Chandra Sen
died on Saturday after report-
edly falling ill in police custo-
dy at Dinajpur District Jail,
officials confirmed. Sen’s
death has sparked fresh con-
cerns over custodial deaths
and alleged political targeting
under the interim administra-
tion led by Muhammad
Yunus.

Sen, who served as Water
Resources Minister and repre-
sented Thakurgaon-1 constit-
uency, was pronounced dead
at 9:29 a.m. at Dinajpur Med-
ical College Hospital, he be-
came unwell early Saturday
and was rushed to the hospital
around 9:10 a.m. after his
condition deteriorated. Jail
authorities confirmed that he
had been arrested on August
16 last year and was facing
three cases, including one re-
lated to murder.

Dinajpur District Jail Su-

perintendent Farhad Sarkar
stated that Sen’s body would
be handed to his family after
completion of legal formali-
ties. Born on April 30, 1940,
in Kashalgaon village, Thak-
urgaon, Sen was educated at
Rangpur Carmichael College
and entered politics at an ear-
ly age. He was elected to Par-
liament five times and was a
praesidium member of the
Awami League, reflecting his
seniority within the party.
Sen’s parliamentary role
ended abruptly after the fall
of the Awami League govern-
ment in 2024, following a stu-
dent and public uprising.
President Mohammad Sa-

Chandra Sen dies in custody

habuddin dissolved the Na-
tional Parliament, leading to
loss of membership for Sen
and other Awami League law-
makers.

Rights groups and activists
have called for impartial in-
vestigations into custodial
deaths and political deten-
tions. They stressed that trans-
parent probes are vital to hold
authorities accountable, up-
hold legal safeguards, and
restore public trust in Bangla-
desh’s justice system. Sen’s
death adds to growing con-
cerns about the treatment of
political detainees and the
safety of opposition leaders in
the country.

VACCINE COST CRISIS

Trump refuses to
apologise for racist
Obama vide

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
shared a video depicting for-
mer President Barack Obama
and Michelle Obama as apes,
set to “The Lion Sleeps To-
night,” but insisted he had
done nothing wrong.

The clip, which promoted
2020 election conspiracy the-
ories, was deleted after 12
hours amid widespread con-
demnation. Speaking on Air
Force One, Trump claimed he
had only seen part of the vid-
eo and suggested a staffer
may have posted it.

Criticism came from both
Democrats and Republicans.
Sen. Tim Scott called it “the
most racist thing”” he had seen
from the White House. Other
GOP leaders urged Trump to
apologise. The White House
initially downplayed the post,
with press secretary Karoline
Leavitt calling the outrage
“fake.”

The video echoes a pattern
of Trump promoting offensive
imagery targeting Black
Americans. Presidential histo-
rian Douglas Brinkley said it
used “the oldest trope against

President Trump posted
a racist video of the
Obamas but declined to
apologise, sparking
outrage from Democrats
and some Republicans
over offensive Al-
generated content

Black people imaginable.”
Trump has previously shared
Al-generated content target-
ing Obama and other political
opponents.

Despite pressure, Trump
did not issue an apology,
prompting debate about his
use of social media and Al to
spread controversial content.
The incident highlights ten-
sions even within his party
and raises concerns about the
normalization of racist digital
media.

Poll could shift
Bangladesh towards

TEL AVIV

As Bangladesh prepares for
elections on February 12, the
outcome could determine
whether the country moves
toward stability, prolonged
uncertainty, or a new ideo-
logical path, a report from
Times of Israel highlighted.
The future will depend on
how the next government
governs, whether it is inclu-
sive, and if it learns from
past mistakes.

With the Awami League
banned, the contest is now
largely between the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)
and the radical Islamist party,
Jamaat-e-Islami. The BNP,
which governed in the past, is
associated with corruption,
weak institutions, and reliance
on Islamist allies. Many vot-
ers question if it has truly
changed.

Jamaat-e-Islami, once iso-
lated for its ideology and its
alignment with Pakistan
during the 1971 Liberation
War, has regained strength
since the fall of Sheikh Hasi-
na’s government in 2024. The
party presents itself as disci-
plined, honest, and close to

Islamist direction

religious values. Its organisa-
tional strength in some re-
gions surpasses that of weak-
ened secular parties. Support-
ers see it as offering moral
leadership and cleaner gover-
nance, while secular citizens
and minorities view its rise
with concern.

If Jamaat and allies gain
power, Bangladesh may not
become a religious state, but
public debate could shift con-
servatively. Minorities may
feel insecure, and women’s
rights and secular education
could face pressure. Interna-
tionally, Bangladesh might
adopt a colder stance toward
India and Western countries
while maintaining practical
ties with China and others.
The country could also be-
come more vocal in Islamist
international forums.

The report warned that a
hung parliament or disputed
results could be the most dan-
gerous outcome, with pro-
tests, political violence, and
possible military intervention
as a power broker. Overall,
the election’s results will
shape both Bangladesh’s do-
mestic stability and its role on
the global stage.

Lack of access to cost-effective Indian
vaccines straining Pak economy: Min

KARACHI

The stoppage of cost-effec-
tive vaccines from India after
the May 2025 conflict has
put Pakistan’s economy un-
der pressure, Health Minister
Mustafa Kamal said on Sat-
urday. Pakistan previously
procured affordable vaccines
through GAVI, the Global
Alliance for Vaccines and
Immunisation, which pro-
vides vaccines to children in

import bill could rise to $1.2
billion by 2031, as interna-
tional support is set to end.
GAVI played a key role in
supplying high-quality vac-
cines from Indian pharma-
ceutical companies, even
during tense India-Pakistan
relations. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, it
helped Pakistan secure mil-
lions of vaccines under the
COVAX facility. Despite
this, none of Pakistan’s 13

nearly 240 million people
and 6.2 million annual births,
faces rising vaccine demand.
Kamal said international as-
sistance has kept costs man-
ageable so far, but domestic
production is essential to
avoid future economic strain.

Preparatory work for local
vaccine production has be-
gun, aiming for self-suffi-
ciency in the near future. The
government hopes this step
will reduce dependency on

digits between low-income countries. free vaccines are produced imports, lower costs, and en-
Land 9. Currently, Pakistan imports ~ percent funded by interna-  cent is paid by Pakistan. Ka-  locally. sure continued access to es-
! vaccines at an annual cost of  tional organisations via mal warned that without lo- Pakistan, the world’s fifth  sential vaccines for the
Solutions to Yesterday's puzzle around $400 million, with 49  GAVI. The remaining 51 per-  cal production, the annual  most populous country with  population.
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TRVinternational
airport soars to
new heights

Thiruvananthapuram
TRV (Kerala) Interna-
tional Airport Limited,
the operator of Thiruva-
nanthapuram Interna-
tional Airport, achieved
two significant passen-
ger traffic milestones in
January 2026, marking a
major step forward in
the airport’s growth tra-
jectory. TRV Airport is
managed by TRV (Ker-
ala) International Airport
Limited (TIAL), a special
purpose vehicle under
Adani Airport Holdings
Limited (AAHL). AAHL is
a subsidiary of Adani En-
terprises, the flagship in-
cubator of the Adani
Group. The airport re-
corded its highest ever
monthly passenger traf-
fic, handling 450,090
passengers during the
month. The daily aver-
age passenger traffic
also crossed the 15,000
mark, reflecting sus-
tained growth in travel
demand through the
gateway.

US deal to play pivotal
rolein India achieving
$100 bn exports

New Delhi
The India-US trade
agreement is expected
to play a pivotal role in
India achieving its in-
tended target of $100
billion textiles exports in
2030, the government
said on Saturday. The
deal is expected to pro-
vide the requisite mo-
mentum, with the US to
contribute to more than
one-fifth of this target,
according to Ministry of
Textiles. The ministry
welcomed the landmark
agreement between In-
dia and the US as a ma-
jor catalyst enhancing
the textile trade relations
between the nations.
The textile industry ex-
pressed the hope that
this is a major economic
game changer for the
sector.

Pak policy squeezes
productive few to fund
a‘bloated’ bureaucracy

New Delhi
Suffering from a profound
identity crisis, Pakistan
has thrown tax burden
onto a population that re-
ceives the public services
of a medieval fiefdom,
according to a new report.
A report in Business Re-
corder reveals that Paki-
stan’s fiscal policy re-
mains obsessed with
squeezing the productive
few to fund a bloated, un-
productive bureaucracy.
We are not a welfare
state; we lack the institu-
tional nervous system,
the documentation, and
the moral contract to sus-
tain one, it adds. Accord-
ing to the report, the
country has only 3.4 mil-
lion effective taxpayers a
mere 4 per cent of the
85.6 million-strong work-
force funding the entire
state.

Several Indian goods, including agri,
will have zero reciprocal tariff: Goyal

‘We have not included any item where any Indian farmer will be hurt. All
sensitive items have been kept out of the deal. No GM items will enter India’

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Com-
merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal while talking on In-
dia-US Interim Trade Agree-
ment on Saturday said sever-
al Indian goods will have
zero reciprocal tariff, includ-
ing agri products, addressed
a press conference.

Addressing the media
here, he said that the pact
with US will not hurt inter-
ests of Indians farmers, MS-
MEs, handicraft, handlooms
in any way. "We have not
included any item where any
Indian farmer will be hurt.
All sensitive items have
been kept out of the deal. No
GM items will enter India,"
he added.

He mentioned that India
has fully protected sensitive
agricultural and dairy
products such as maize,
wheat, rice, soya, poultry,
milk, cheese, ethanol
(fuel), tobacco, certain veg-
etables and meat, as no duty
concessions have been
granted to the US on
certain goods under the trade
agreement.

‘No compromise on farmers’ interests’

Piyush Goyal firmly asserted that India has not made any concessions affecting sen-
sitive agricultural sectors under the India—US Interim Agreement. He said, “Farmers’
interests remain paramount and that core areas such as grains, fruits, vegetables,
spices, oilseeds, dairy, poultry, and meat have been completely safeguarded.”
“Several Indian products will now enter the US market with zero duty, including tea,
spices, coconut oil, vegetable wax, areca nut, Brazil nuts, chestnuts, and a wide range
of fruits and vegetables. This preferential treatment will directly benefit farmers and
agri-based exporters by making Indian produce more competitive,” he added.

est in the neighbourhood.

POINTS TO BE NOTED

m Tariffs has gone to 18 per cent from 50 per cent. He clarifies that India’s tariffs are low-

m Zero per cent duty on diamonds, pharmaceuticals and smart phones will be applicable.
Moreover, spice, tea, coffee, coconut oil, vegetable wax, cashew nut, chestnut and
other fruits and vegetables, avocados, bananas, pineapple, mushroom among others

will also have zero per cent duty.

m India has imposed a minimum import price (MIP) of Rs 80 per kg and an import duty of
25 per cent on apples from the US under the proposed India-US trade pact, which is

expected to be signed by mid-March.

m US will not get any relief on products like Meat, dairy, soyabean, rice, wheat, sugar,

millet, banana, strawberry, cherry, green peas, and moong.

either.

m Jewellery and apparel industry will get major boost, and no tariffs on these products.

India has not given any duty concessions on any dairy product, sugar, millets to US

m ltems benefiting from duty-free access include dried distillers’ grains (DDGS) for animal
husbandry, wines, spirits, and other alcoholic beverages, medicines for cancer patients,

cosmetics, organic and inorganic chemicals, computer products, and medical devices.

m All those products on which we are ‘aatma nirbhar’ have been kept out of the agreement.

b
PIYUSH

UNION MINISTER FOR COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

Deal draws mixed reactions

NEW DELHI

When Donald Trump offi-
cially confirmed the
long-awaited bilateral trade
deal, immediately reducing
American tariffs on Indian
goods from 25 per cent to 18
per cent, and Narendra Modi
corroborated the announce-
ment, reactions across India
were mixed. Even before In-
dia awoke on Saturday, news
had already broken of a US—
India Joint Statement an-
nouncing an Interim Agree-
ment, setting the tone for in-
tense political and economic
debate.

The interim framework is
designed to pave the way for
a broader US-India Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA), ne-
gotiations for which were
launched by President Trump
and Prime Minister Modi on
February 13 last year. The
breakthrough followed
months of tense negotiations
and was reportedly sealed af-
ter a telephone conversation
with Modi that preceded
Trump’s public announce-
ment on February 2.

Financial markets wel-
comed the development, with
investors buoyed by the fact
that the United States re-
mains India’s largest trading
partner. However, concerns
surfaced simultaneously, par-
ticularly among sections of
the farming community. Ini-
tial scepticism over whether
the deal would materialise
has now given way to suspi-
cion that domestic interests,
especially agriculture, could
be compromised—despite
the final agreement still be-

Ruling parties hail pact as major boost for economy,

NEW DELHI

Leaders from India’s ruling
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) on Saturday
welcomed the interim trade
agreement finalised between
United States and India,
calling it a significant mile-
stone for Indian exporters,
small industries, farmers, and
workers. The agreement
lowers US tariffs on Indian
goods to 18 per cent, a

move leaders said would en-
hance the competitiveness of
Indian products in global
markets.

Several NDA leaders high-
lighted the timing of the
agreement, noting that it fol-
lows closely on the heels of
what they described as a land-
mark trade arrangement con-
cluded between India and the
European Union. According
to them, the new trade frame-
work with the United States

signals India’s growing influ-
ence in global trade negotia-
tions and reflects the coun-
try’s strengthening economic
position.

Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal welcomed the de-
velopment, emphasising that
India is actively expanding its
trade relationships worldwide.
We are entering into Free
Trade Agreements with many
countries. This will bring in-
vestment and give momentum

to our economy. We welcome
all such trade deals and thank
those who have worked to
make them happen, Meghwal
said, underlining the govern-
ment’s focus on trade-led
growth.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan echoed
similar sentiments, asserting
that India’s economy is cur-
rently in a strong position.
He pointed to a series of re-
cent trade negotiations as ev-

idence of expanding global
partnerships. India’s econo-
my is in a strong position.
We have signed trade deals
with many countries, and re-
cently concluded talks with
New Zealand, the UK, and
the US. India’s industries
and businesses will receive a
significant boost, Pradhan
said.

Shiv Sena leader Shaina
NC congratulated Narendra
Modi, stating that the agree-

ing under negotiation.

Supporters have described
the interim pact as the father
of all deals, coming just a
week after India concluded
what has been termed a
mother-of-all trade agree-
ment with the European
Union. Proponents argue the
US deal will place India at a
competitive advantage glob-
ally and help stabilise Wash-
ington—New Delhi relations
at a critical juncture.

At 18 per cent, India’s tar-
iff position is marginally bet-
ter than those applied to sev-
eral ASEAN economies and
South Asian neighbours such
as Pakistan and Bangladesh,
which face reciprocal tariffs
in the 19-20 per cent range.
Sectors expected to benefit
include textiles, footwear,
light manufacturing, and en-
gineering goods.

Nonetheless, apprehen-
sions remain about the per-
ceived opening of trade gates
to farm and dairy products.
According to the joint state-
ment, India will eliminate or
reduce tariffs on all US in-
dustrial goods and a broad
range of food and agricultur-
al products, including dried
distillers’ grains, red sor-
ghum for animal feed, tree
nuts, fruits, soybean oil,
wine, and spirits.

exporters

ment reflects the govern-
ment’s approach of combin-
ing diplomacy with national
interest. She said the deal
would benefit imports, ex-
ports, and the ‘Make in India’
initiative, adding that more
such successes are likely to
follow. Another Shiv Sena
leader, Sanjay Nirupam,
said the reduction in tariffs
was the outcome of sustained
negotiations with the US
administration.

US senators call for a probe

WASHINGTON

Two US Democratic sena-
tors, Elizabeth Warren (from
Massachusetts) and Andy
Kim (from New Jersey), have
reportedly urged the Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD) to
conduct a review of billion-
aire Elon Musk-led SpaceX.
The senators alleged that
Chinese investors have se-
cretly acquired stakes in the
aerospace maker, The Hill
Reported.

In a letter to Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth, the leg-
islators raised concerns about
SpaceX, a major contractor
for the DOD. They also cited
recently unsealed court re-
cords and a ProPublica inves-
tigation from March.

These ties could pose a na-
tional security threat, poten-
tially jeopardising key mili-
tary, intelligence, and civilian
infrastructure, and are at
odds with the administra-
tion’s policies on foreign in-
vestment from countries of
concern in strategic indus-

INCLUSIVE Al THE MOTO

tries, the senators wrote.

A SpaceX investor, in tes-
timony that was unsealed in
October last year, shared that
the company had been aware
of potential Chinese invest-
ment since 2015.

As per the ProPublica re-
port, SpaceX allows Chinese
investors to buy stakes in the
company through offshore
accounts.

The investigation also
covered SpaceX executives’
decision to cancel a $50 mil-
lion investment in the com-
pany’s stock from a Chinese
firm after news of the deal
broke.

The senators said the ex-
tent to which the DOD de-
pends on SpaceX provides
even greater reason for

into Elon Musk-led SpaceX

concern. The company has
billions of dollars in con-
tracts with the department,
including a $5.9 billion
launch service contract, the
report said.

The mere proposition that
an adversary nation such as
China could have leverage
and influence over a compa-
ny such as SpaceX, one that
underpins our national secu-
rity apparatus, is an unac-
ceptable risk, the senators
wrote.

Both Warren and Kim also
expressed specific concerns
that the Chinese investors
might use their influence to
gain information about non-
public company information
to undermine US national
security.

Al must empower citizens, not replace them: IndiaAI Mission CEO

NEW DELHI

The upcoming India Al Im-
pact Summit will bring to-
gether nations, innovators,
and citizens to shape an inclu-
sive and responsible Artificial
Intelligence ecosystem, ac-
cording to Abhishek Singh,
CEO of the IndiaAl Mission.
The summit is scheduled to
be held in Delhi from Febru-
ary 19 to 20.

Speaking during the latest
episode of Digital India — Ask
Our Experts, Singh said the
India AI Impact Summit will
move beyond purely technical
conversations and function as

a people-centric platform. He
explained that the focus will
be on how ordinary citizens
can practically use Al to im-
prove their lives, spanning
areas such as education,
healthcare, agriculture, gover-
nance, startups, services, and
employment.

Artificial Intelligence is not
meant to replace people; it is
meant to empower them,
Singh said. The India Al Im-
pact Summit is about helping
citizens understand how Al
can improve daily life, create
new opportunities, and make
India future-ready. He added
that the summit reflects In-
dia’s effort to ensure Al inno-
vation translates into re-
al-world benefits for society.

Singh emphasised that
through the summit, India
aims to shift the global Al dis-
course from intention to mea-
surable impact. He noted that
the initiative seeks to make Al

innovation, skills, and bene-
fits accessible to all, with par-
ticular emphasis on countries
of the Global South. Accord-
ing to him, India is position-
ing itself as a voice for equi-
table Al adoption on the glob-
al stage.

Highlighting practical ap-
plications, Singh said Al
could help farmers improve
crop planning and productiv-
ity, enable doctors to deliver
faster and more accurate diag-
noses, and support teachers
with personalised learning
tools. He added that AI can
assist small businesses and
startups in scaling efficiently,

while also helping job seekers
identify emerging career
paths.

Addressing widespread
concerns about job losses,
Singh clarified that Al is not
about replacing humans but
augmenting human capabili-
ties. While certain tasks will
change, Al is expected to cre-
ate new jobs, new skills, and
new opportunities—especial-
ly for India’s youth, profes-
sionals, researchers, and en-
trepreneurs, he said. He en-
couraged citizens to prioritise
continuous learning, adapt-
ability, and Al literacy rather
than fear disruption.

$1.3 bn US investment
in Baloch mines
raises deeper questions

BALOCHISTAN

The Donald Trump adminis-
tration has unveiled ‘Project
Vault,” a $12 billion critical
mineral reserve building exer-
cise to challenge China’s dom-
inance, which includes a $1.3
billion investment in Reko Diq
mines in Balochistan. This is
the only international project
financed under the initiative,
operated under the Export-Im-
port Bank (EXIM).

Reko Diq contains some of
the world’s largest untapped
copper and gold deposits. As
per industry estimates, the
site’s reserves at around 5.9
billion tonnes of ore, includ-
ing roughly 41.5 million
ounces of gold.

The US State Department
said the investment is intend-
ed to reshape the global mar-
ket for critical minerals and
rare earths, which directly
challenges China’s dominance
in the rare earths sector.

China currently controls
more than 90 per cent of glob-
al refined rare earth output.
However, Balochistan has
long been affected by insur-
gency and is currently wit-
nessing heightened violence
against the state. Reko Diq
sits at the centre of this un-
rest, with security risks wors-
ening since the US withdraw-
al from Afghanistan in 2021.

For the Baloch population,
it feels like yet another mo-
ment when the world chooses

minerals over human lives,
according to a recent article in
EU Today.

The article points out that
Balochistan remains one of the
most militarised and politically
suppressed regions in South
Asia. For decades, Balochistan
has witnessed enforced disap-
pearances, extrajudicial kill-
ings, torture, mass arrests, and
operations carried out by Paki-
stan’s armed forces that have
devastated entire communities.

In an environment where
human rights are trampled,
the claim of consent for large-
scale mining projects by the
so-called provincial govern-
ment becomes deeply ques-
tionable, the article stated.

The article highlighted that
any talk of development has
no meaning when people do
not have any democratic
rights and have to live under
the surveillance of a repres-
sive regime. This is why US
and other foreign investments
in Reko Diq raise serious eth-
ical concerns. Without bind-
ing human rights conditions,
transparency, and independent
monitoring, such financing
risks turning international ac-
tors into silent partners in re-
pression, it stated.
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Webster’s Late Burst Puts Tasmaniaon
Brink of Crucial Sheffield Shield Win

SYDNEY

Beau Webster
bent his back
and delivered

. when it mat-
\. tered most,
2" puncturing
© 47 Western Aus-
" tralia’s stub-
born resis-
tance late on
day three as
Tasmania edged
closer to a vital
Sheffield Shield
victory. In a contest
carrying major im-

plications for the lower

; half of the table, Tasmania
- seized momentum with a de-
! cisive burst after Western Aus-

batting conditions.

tralia briefly threat-
ened an unlikely turn-
~~ around.
Chasing a daunt-
ing 345 runs in the fourth

innings, Western Australia showed
rare grit, a welcome sign for a batting
order that has struggled throughout
the season. Captain Sam Whiteman

led from the front alongside Cameron
Bancroft, the pair putting on a defiant
116-run opening stand that temporarily
shifted the pressure back onto Tas-
mania. Their partnership,
built on patience and dis-
ciplined shot selection,
suggested the WACA
surface had eased
considerably after
two days of difficult

However, just as
hope began to build,
familiar issues resur-
faced. Webster struck
to remove Whiteman,
triggering a collapse that
saw Western Australia lose
four wickets for just 39 runs.
The sudden slide underlined Tasmania’s
growing authority and highlighted the
fragility that has plagued the home
side’s campaign. With the breakthrough
secured, Tasmania surged firmly back
into the box seat, knowing an outright
win is essential to revive their season.

Aaron Hardie and Teague Wyllie
steadied the innings through the final
hour, combining composure with care-
ful defence to ensure Western Australia

Beau
Webster’s
late spell broke

must-win Shield
clash.

Western Australia’s
resolve as Tasmania
tightened controlin a

survived the day. Their resistance of-
fered a glimmer of hope, particularly
with the WACA pitch appearing less
menacing as the match wore on.
Still, the task ahead remains
steep, with Tasmania’s

bowlers sensing an op-
portunity to finish the
job early on the final
day.

Earlier, Tasmania
had made Western
Australia toil for
more than an hour to
claim the final wicket
of their second in-
nings. Bancroft and

Whiteman then negotiat-
ed a testing 35-minute spell
before lunch, emerging largely
unscathed and setting the platform for
the opening stand.

With both Tasmania and Western
Australia languishing at the bottom of
the ladder, the equation is simple: only
an outright win will keep either side in
touch with the pointy end of the Shef-
field Shield standings. As day four
looms, Tasmania hold the upper hand,
but Western Australia’s late resistance
ensures the contest is not yet done.

ICC Criticises Pakistan Boycott as
Political Tensions Cast Long Shadow

ISLAMABAD ICC leaned heavily on
the language of fair-
ness and equality.
References to the in-
tegrity and sanctity
of the World Cup
and the neutrality
and fairness expect-
ed of global tourna- "
ments featured ‘;'
prominently, echoing
similar reasoning
used a week earlier
when the ICC issued
an ultimatum to the =
Bangladesh Cricket
Board. That dispute
ultimately led to Ban-
gladesh’s exit from the
tournament, a move that
further exposed the fragile
balance between cricket ad-
ministration and geopolitics.

Following Pakistan’s an-
nouncement that it will boy-
cott its forthcoming T20I
World Cup match against In-
dia, the International Cricket
Council moved swiftly to ex-
press its disapproval. In a
strongly worded statement,
the ICC said Pakistan’s deci-
sion was not in the interest of
the global game or the welfare
of fans worldwide, lamenting
the position the Pakistan
Cricket Board had placed sup-
porters in.

The governing body made
special reference to millions
in Pakistan who would now
be denied one of cricket’s
most anticipated fixtures.

In justifying its stance, the

..! Australia’s exciting young pace

prospect Mahli Beardman has
suffered a major setback
. just days after launching

CCL 2026 Champions Karnataka
Bulldozers bring the cup back home!

BENGALURU

stopped believing in us through the dry
years. 'Ee Sala Cup Namde' is no longer just

a slogan—it’s a reality!"
Commenting on the stupendous victory,
Mr. Ashok Kheny, Managing Direc-

The Karnataka Bulldozers who have offi-
cially reclaimed their throne as the kings of
the Celebrity Cricket League (CCL)

2026, clinching their third histor- This tor of AKK Entertainment and
ic title after a 12-year wait, .. owner of the team said, "This
brought the championship cup win leOl‘ our victory is a testament to the
back home. 'Bulldozer spirit—relentless,

Addressing a press confer- f ans who never powerful, and unwavering.
ence post the victory, Kich- stopped believing in  After 12 long years and sev-
cha Sudeep, Team Captain, . eral close finishes, seeing the
Karnataka Bulldozers said, us, says Captam trophy return to Karnataka is
"I’ve always said that for us, Kichcha Sudeep an emotional moment for all of

us at AKK Entertainment. We
didn’t just play to win; we played
for the pride of Sandalwood. I am in-
credibly proud of how this squad under
Sudeep’s leadership has stayed united and
focused. The roar of the Bulldozers is back,
and it’s louder than ever!"

this isn't just a tournament; it’s
an emotion. To lead this group of
great players and finally bring the cup

home after more than a decade is a feeling
I can't put into words. Watching the entire
team execute our plans under pressure was
a treat. This win is for our fans who never

his international career,
with scans confirming
a recurrence of a stress
fracture in his lower
back. The injury is ex-
pected to rule the
20-year-old out for an
extended period,
dealing a heavy
blow to both player
and selectors who
had been closely
monitoring his

| rapid rise.
Beardman
made his
Twenty20 In-
ternational
debut
| (. against Pa-
; # kistan on
~ January 29
in Lahore,
where he im-
pressed despite
Australia’s 22-
run defeat.
Bowling with
pace and confi-

% %% Australia Young Quick Mahli
=« Beardman Faces Lengthy Layoff

dence, he returned figures of 2 for
33 from four overs, backing up a
breakout Big Bash League cam-
paign that had thrust him into the
national spotlight.

However, his momentum was
abruptly halted when he reported
soreness in his lower back during
the warm-up ahead of the second
match of the series and was with-
drawn as a precaution.

The youngster did not feature in
the final game and underwent
scans upon returning to Perth last
week. Those scans revealed an-
other stress fracture in his lower
back, understood to be a recur-
rence of an injury he suffered last
year. That earlier issue had al-
ready delayed his start to the do-
mestic season, making this latest
diagnosis particularly frustrating
for both Beardman and team man-
agement.

Adding to his injury history,
Beardman had also battled osteitis
pubis symptoms in his groin
during the pre-season.

While those issues were man-
aged successfully, allowing him to
remain fully fit throughout the
BBL, the recurrence of a back
stress fracture raises concerns
about workload management at
such an early stage of his career.

B BE

.

Pramod Madushan Replaces _Injured
Eshan Malinga in Sri Lanka’s T20

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka have been forced
into an early squad adjust-
ment ahead of the T20 World
Cup, with Pramod Madushan
named as a replacement for
injured seamer Eshan Malin-
ga. Malinga’s partici-
pation in the tournament had
been under a cloud since he
dislocated his shoulder during
the second T20I against En-
gland earlier this month.

The injury occurred in un-
fortunate circumstances fol-
lowing a rain interruption.
Bowling the first delivery af-
ter play resumed, Malinga
immediately clutched his
non-bowling shoulder after

Malinga’s absence is a sig-
nificant blow for Sri Lanka,
given his rising stature within
the squad.

The young pacer had
earned a promotion up the
seam-bowling pecking order
after a strong showing in the
Indian Premier League in
2025, where his pace and
variations caught the eye.
Since making his T201I debut
in November last year, he has
featured in eight matches,
claiming eight wickets at an
economy rate of 9.41.

While those numbers un-
derline his attacking intent,
his ability to strike at key mo-
ments had made him an in-
creasingly important part of

SHANAKA Pins WC
Hopes on Friendlier
Pitches After Years

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka captain Dasun
Shanaka enters the World Cup
carrying familiar concerns,
chief among them the nature
of pitches his side has been
forced to play on for years.
While witty references to pop
culture may frame the discus-
sion lightly, the underlying
issue remains serious: Sri
Lanka’s captains have long
argued that excessively
spin-friendly surfaces at home
have stunted batting develop-
ment and skewed match dy-
namics. For several seasons,
pitches on the island have of-
fered substantial assistance to
spinners, particularly through
the middle overs. While this
has produced low-scoring, at-
tritional contests and strength-
ened Sri Lanka’s spin resourc-
es, it has also depressed bat-
ting totals and limited oppor-
tunities for aggressive stroke-
play. Shanaka, like his prede-
cessors, has repeatedly voiced
frustration that such condi-
tions make it difficult for bat-
ters to express themselves or
build confidence in longer
formats.

The concern comes at a del-
icate time. Sri Lanka arrive at
the World Cup on the back of
a bruising 3—-0 home series
defeat to England, a result
that underlined their recent
struggles. Shanaka’s own con-
tributions with the bat in that
series were modest, managing
scores of 20 off 16 balls, fol-
lowed by innings of 1 and 4.
Those returns only intensified
scrutiny of his role as a finish-
er and leader.

However, Shanaka is opti-
mistic that the World Cup will
offer a different challenge al-
together. According to the Sri
Lankan captain, directives

Sri Lanka captain
Dasun Shanaka
believes improved
World Cup pitches
could revive his
batting and ease
long-standing
team frustrations.

from the ICC to groundstaff
could result in more balanced
surfaces. I think in this World
Cup the ICC has told the
groundstaff that they have to
leave a certain amount of
grass on the pitch, Shanaka
explained. Because of that, I
think the number of dismiss-
als will fall.

For Shanaka personally, im-
proved pitches represent more
than just better team results.
He believes they may finally
allow him to showcase his
natural power-hitting ability,
something he feels has been
muted on turning tracks.
Eventually, I’d like to get a
good track on which to show
how I can bat, he said, adding
that it is harder to showcase
my striking ability on turning
wickets. He also acknowl-
edged the perception issue,
noting that lots of people see
me negatively because of this.

FAHEEM ASHRAF’S

Late Fireworks Save Pakistan
After Netherlands Scare

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan survived a major
scare at the Twenty20
World Cup as Faheem
Ashraf produced a blister-
ing late cameo to seal a
nervy three-wicket victo-
ry over the Netherlands in
their crucial Group A en-
counter. What appeared to
be a routine chase turned
into a tense affair, with
Pakistan only crossing the
line with three balls to
spare after a spirited all-
round effort from the
Dutch side.

Asked to bat first on
Saturday, the Netherlands
showed intent and disci-
pline at Colombo’s Sinha-
lese Sports Club Ground,
pushing Pakistan’s bowl-
ers hard through the mid-
dle overs. The Dutch
reached 100 in the 13th
over and looked well
placed for a competitive
total. However, a dramat-
ic collapse in the death
overs proved costly. From
a position of promise,
they lost six wickets in
just 24 balls, adding only
20 runs in that phase to be
bowled out for 147 with
one delivery remaining.

Pakistan’s bowlers en-
sured the damage was
limited, but the chase that
followed was far from
convincing. Despite the
modest target, Pakistan
struggled to build sus-
tained partnerships, al-
lowing the Netherlands
to sense a famous
upset. Tight bowl-
ing and sharp
fielding kept
the pressure

wickets continued to fall.

The turning point came
when Max O’Dowd
spilled a crucial catch of-
fered by Faheem Ashraf.
That single error proved
decisive. Given a second
chance, Faheem launched
a ferocious counterattack,
smashing 29 not out from
just 11 deliveries. His
clean striking under pres-
sure swung momentum
back Pakistan’s way and
ultimately dragged them
over the finish line.

The win was vital for
Pakistan, who have little
margin for error in their
bid to reach the Super 8
stage of the tournament.
Pakistan’s campaign has
already been complicated
by their decision to boy-
cott their February 15
group match against
archrivals India, making
victories against low-
er-ranked opponents abso-
lutely essential.

While Pakistan secured
the points, the perfor-
mance raised concerns
about their batting depth
and composure in pres-
sure situations. In con-
trast, Netherlands
emerged with plenty of

credit, pushing

> one of the
tournament
h heavy-
weights to
the brink.

releasing the ball, collapsed  Sri Lanka’s white-ball plans. firmly on
during his follow-through, Stepping into the squad is the favou-
and was unable to continue.  Pramod Madushan, a familiar rites, §
He subsequently missed the  figure who brings both expe- w h o
third and final T20I of the se-  rience and control. found
ries, with medical assess- Madushan has also played them -
ments confirming the serious-  eight T20 Internationals, hav- selves in
ness of the injury and effec- ing made his debut in 2022 trouble as
tively ending his World Cup  and last featuring in the for-
hopes. mat in 2023.
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Books Want Patriots Upset,
Seahawks Draw Most Bets

Las Vegas sportsbooks are quietly backing the Patriots, hoping a close Super

LAS VEGAS

Las Vegas sportsbooks may
be in the business of numbers
rather than narratives, but
heading into Sunday’s Super
Bowl, they have a clear pref-
erence. Oddsmakers would
like to see the New England
Patriots either upset or at least
stay close to the Seattle Sea-
hawks, not for romance or ri-
valry, but to keep profits
healthy.

The Seahawks enter the
NFL’s championship game in
Santa Clara, California, riding
a formidable nine-game win-
ning streak. That momentum
has translated directly into
betting confidence. Seattle are
installed as 4.5-point favour-
ites, while New England ar-
rive seeking a record seventh
Super Bowl title. Early wa-
gering patterns suggest the
public is firmly backing the
hotter team. Online sports-

Bowl disrupts heavy betting on Seattle.

book BetMGM has reported
that around 60% of Super
Bowl bets placed so far are on
the Seahawks. While the ma-
jority of wagers traditionally
come in closer to kickoff, that
early tilt is enough to shape
sportsbook sentiment.

We are rooting for the Patri-
ots, said John Ewing, Bet-
MGM’s PR Manager of Me-
dia Insights. If the Patriots
cover the spread, that’s great.
If they win outright, that’s
even better. From a bookmak-

er’s perspective, a New En-
gland result would balance
liabilities and soften the fi-
nancial impact of a Sea-
hawks-heavy betting market.

The Super Bowl remains
the crown jewel of American
sports betting, generating an
annual wagering surge un-
matched by any other single
event. According to the Amer-
ican Gaming Association, a
record $1.76 billion is expect-
ed to be legally wagered in
the United States on Sunday’s

game, underlining how deeply
betting has become woven
into the sport’s biggest show-
case.

Despite the massive sums
involved, this year’s matchup
has not generated the same
cultural buzz as last season. In
2024, the Kansas City Chiefs
were chasing history while
enjoying added spotlight
thanks to Taylor Swift cheer-
ing on tight end Travis Kelce.
That campaign ended with the
Philadelphia Eagles denying
the Chiefs a third straight ti-
tle, delivering drama both on
and off the field.

This year’s Super Bowl
may lack the same celebri-
ty-fuelled hype, but for
sportsbooks, the stakes are
just as high.

As kickoff approaches,
bookmakers will be watching
closely, hoping the Patriots
can keep it tight—and keep
the cash registers ringing.

Boos Greet Israel Team and JD
Vance at Milano Cortina 2026

MILAN

Israel’s Olympic team re-
ceived a mixed reception at
the opening ceremony of the
Milano Cortina 2026 Winter
Olympics as a smattering of
boos rippled through the sta-
dium during the parade of
nations. Moments later, U.S.
Vice President JD Vance was
met with a similar reaction,
briefly puncturing what
had otherwise been
an upbeat celebra-
tion marking the
start of the glob-
al winter sports

spectacle. The

four-member

Israeli delega-
tion entered the
San Siro Stadium
waving the national
flag and smiling as
they took part in the tradi-

tional march of athletes.
While boos could be heard
from sections of the crowd,
they were quickly drowned
out by the loud music accom-
panying the ceremony, allow-
ing the team to continue with-
out visible disruption. A com-
parable moment followed

ceremony.

Israel’s
Olympic
delegation and U.S.
Vice President JD
Vance faced boos

L L when the
during an otherwise spotlight
festive Milano Cortina JRLteilVReY
opening the United

States con-

tingent.
Cheers for the
large U.S. team shift-
ed to boos when Vance ap-
peared on the stadium’s giant
screen, highlighting the polit-
ical undertones that have in-
creasingly intersected with
major international sporting
events.
The reaction to Vance did
not come as a surprise to or-

ganisers or observers. Politi-
cal unrest in the United States
over federal immigration en-
forcement has spilled beyond
its borders, fuelling protests
in Italy during the lead-up to
the Games. Demonstrations
have been particularly fo-
cused on opposition to poli-
cies associated with the
Trump administration, which
have drawn criticism from ac-
tivist groups across Europe.
The backlash intensified
following reports that analysts
linked to a branch under U.S.
Immigration and Customs.

BOSTON

CELTICS RALLY FROM 22 DOWN
TO EDGE HEAT AS BROWN

i

PRAGUE

The world’s top ice hock-
ey players are back on the
Olympic stage, with NHL
stars touching down in It-
aly ahead of the Milano
Cortina 2026 Winter
Olympics. Five days be-
fore competition begins,
players faced long flights,
jet lag, and compressed
recovery schedules as the
National Hockey League
officially entered its

furious second-half surge lifted

he Boston Celtics to one of their
most impressive victories of the sea-
son, as they erased a 22-point deficit
to defeat the visiting Miami Heat
98-96. The comeback victory extend-
ed Boston’s winning streak to five
games and showcased the depth and
resilience of a team finding momen-
tum at the right time. Jaylen Brown

led the charge with 29 points, attack-
ing the rim aggressively and setting
the tone during Boston’s revival. He
was well supported by Payton
Pritchard, who poured in 24 points
and provided a vital spark off the
bench. Derrick White added 21
points, including the decisive
three-pointer with 1:31 remaining that
put the Celtics ahead 98-96 for good.

LONDON

British Curling Stars Invite Lando Norris to Try
the Real Thing After ‘Baby Curling’ Strugglesw

4 A

'S# )

ritish curling duo Jennifer
Dodds and Bruce Mouat have
extended a light-hearted but genu-
ine invitation to Lando Norris, en-
couraging the McLaren star to swap
the racetrack for the curling rink
after watching him struggle with a
miniature version of their sport.
he exchange began after McLaren
shared a video on social media
showing Norris attempting baby

curling. The Formula One champi-
on’s lack of success with the
scaled-down game quickly caught
the attention of Dodds, a self-con-
fessed F1 fan, who saw an opportu-
nity to blend two very different
sporting worlds. Speaking after a
victory over Canadian duo Brett
Gallant and Jocelyn Peterman,
Dodds offered Norris some profes-
sional encouragement.

KOLKATA

A good start is all we're after, says Hope

est Indies skipper Shai Hope

hailed his side’s strong start
to the 2026 Men’s T20 World Cup
campaign with a 35-run win over
Scotland at Eden Gardens and cred-
ited Shimron Hetmyer’s fluent 64,
as well as Romario Shepherd’s
match-turning spell of 5-20, includ-

after WI's winning start to campaign

—

not like a bilateral series where
you’ve got another game to get
back into the series if you come up
on the losing end, but a good start is
all we’re after. We felt we probably
could have gone a little bit more,
especially here in Eden Gardens. t’s
a chasing ground. I think the first

Olympic break.

The National Hockey
League paused its season,
freeing dozens of players
to travel to Milan and sur-
rounding venues. The
move marks the first time
in 12 years that NHL ath-
letes have been permitted
to compete at the Olym-
pics, ending a lengthy ab-
sence that began after the
2014 Games.

Among the earliest ar-
rivals was Czech goalten-
der Lukas Dostal, who
wasted little time getting
on the ice despite clear
signs of travel fatigue. Of
course, I’'m jet lagged,
Dostal said after becom-
ing the first NHL player
to practice at the Santagi-
ulia Arena. The Anaheim
Ducks netminder arrived
in Milan late Thursday
night, benefiting from a

head start after his club
played its final game on
Tuesday.

I didn’t have much time
to see around because I
got here last night, Dostal
explained. I just went to
my room, got some din-
ner, slept, and came
straight here. His com-
ments reflected a broader
theme among players pri-
oritising rest and prepara-
tion over sightseeing as
they transition quickly
from NHL competition to
international duty.

Other national teams
are also beginning to as-
semble. A representative
for Switzerland confirmed
that six Swiss players
were arriving including
three from the New Jersey
Devils, who had been in
action as recently as
Thursday night. The stag-

NHL Stars Arrive in Milan as Olympic Ice
Hockey Returns After 12-Year Absence

gered arrivals underline
the logistical challenge of
synchronising NHL
schedules with Olympic
preparation.

One of Switzerland’s
most prominent arrivals,
Nino Niederreiter of the
Winnipeg Jets, was im-
mediately thrust into the
spotlight. Niederreiter
was designated as Swit-
zerland’s flag-bearer for
the Opening Ceremony
just hours after landing in
Italy, a testament to his
leadership role within the
squad. As teams trickle in
over the coming days,
coaches will be balancing
recovery with tactical
work, mindful of the
physical toll the NHL sea-
son takes. Yet despite the
exhaustion, the mood
around the rinks is one of
anticipation.

Barcelona Officially Withdraw From
European Super League Project

BARCELONA

FC Barcelona announced on
Saturday that it has formally
withdrawn from the contro-
versial European Super
League project, bringing an
end to its participation in the
breakaway competition that
has divided European foot-
ball since its inception.

In a statement released by
the club, Barcelona con-
firmed it had taken official
steps to sever ties with the
project and its remaining
stakeholders.

FC Barcelona hereby an-
nounces that today it has
formally notified the Euro-
pean Super League Compa-
ny and the clubs involved of
its withdrawal from the Eu-
ropean Super League proj-
ect, the statement read.

Barcelona were one of the
original founding members
of the Super League when
plans for the competition
were unveiled in 2021, a
move that sparked wide-
spread backlash from fans,
domestic leagues, UEFA,
and FIFA.

While most clubs quickly
pulled out following intense
opposition, Barcelona had
continued to support the
project, citing financial
pressures and the need for
reform in European foot-

ball’s economic model.

Saturday’s announcement
marks a significant reversal
of that position.

The decision is under-
stood to reflect changing
leadership priorities within
the club, as well as ongoing
legal, sporting, and reputa-
tional challenges associated
with the Super League. Bar-
celona’s withdrawal further
isolates the project, which
has struggled to gain legiti-
macy or momentum follow-
ing the mass exodus of
founding clubs.

The move is likely to be
welcomed by supporters and
governing bodies alike,
many of whom viewed the
Super League as a threat to
the traditional, merit-based
structure of European foot-
ball. It may also help Barce-
lona strengthen relations
with UEFA and La Liga at a
time when cooperation is
critical to the club’s long-
term sporting and financial
stability.

Sell-Out Crowd Set for Men’s Downbhill as
Milan Cortina Games Award First Gold

BORMIO

around 7,000 paying spectators

will descend on the resort to

winter sport.
Demand has been strong across

A packed house is expected on
Saturday as Alpine skiing takes
centre stage at the Milano Cortina
2026 Winter Olympics, with or-
ganisers confirming a sell-out
crowd for the men’s downhill in
the Italian village of Bormio. The
race will be the first event of the
Games to award a gold medal, un-
derlining the enduring appeal of
Alpine skiing’s marquee
discipline.
Organisers said
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watch the world’s elite speed spe-
cialists hurtle down the famed
Stelvio course at speeds reaching
up to 150 kilometres per hour.
Fans will congregate at the newly
built Stelvio Ski Centre at the bot-
tom of the course, creating a festi-
val-like atmosphere around the
finish area.

Of the total crowd, approxi-
mately 5,000 spectators are ex-
pected to line the course itself,
following the action from key
viewing points along the steep
and technical run. Another

2,000 fans will be seat-
ed
W
in a large
pur- pose-built grandstand
near the finish, with a smaller
number enjoying premium hospi-
tality lounges. Ticket prices
ranged from 100 euros (about

$118) to 220 euros, reflecting
.. the premium placed on wit-

nessing one of the
. most dramatic
events in

f';
4

Bormio’s Olympic programme.
Organisers confirmed that other
Alpine skiing races at the venue
are also sold out, with only a
handful of seats remaining for
Monday’s combined event and for
the ski mountaineering competi-
tions. Just a week ago, there were
no tickets left along the course,
said Sergio Schena, a board mem-
ber of Fondazione Milano Cortina
2026. Bormio is practically sold
out.

The picture is slightly different
in nearby Livigno, where some
tickets for freestyle skiing and
snowboarding events were still

available on the eve of the

Games. Organisers attribute the
softer demand to a higher number
of medal events and multiple qual-
ifying rounds, which have spread
spectator interest more evenly
across the schedule.

Even so, the sell-out for the
men’s downhill confirms Alpine
skiing’s status as a major draw at
the Winter Olympics, setting an
electric tone as the Milan Cortina

Games get under-

Gurbaz
withdraws from
PSL as Afghan
govt refuses to
give NOC

NEW DELHI

With diplomatic relations be-
tween neighbours Pakistan
and Afghanistan at a low be-
cause of recent air strikes
across the border, the Afghan
government has refused to
give NOC to its players to
play in the Pakistan Super
League, dealing another blow
to the country's cricket estab-
lishment, a news report said
on Saturday. The Afghan gov-
ernment has decided not to
allow its players to participate
in the PSL following last
month's air strikes by Paki-
stan in Afghan strongholds
across the border in Decem-
ber, Telecom Asia Sport said
in a report. The news came on
a day when dashing Afghan
opener Rahmanullah Gurbaz
withdrew from the Pakistan
Super League, a day after the
Peshawar Zalmi franchise an-
nounced he was signed direct-
ly for an unknown sum of
money, the report said. Ac-
cording to the report, the PSL
has increased the salary cap
of the teams to 50 crore, mak-

. . . . . SN . . . ..
ing a hat-trick. “There’s no margin ~ score was 190 or something. So it 7 g way. ing it an attractive proposition
for error in these tournaments. It’s  was a bit challenging to start. & for players.
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Dhurandhar2

earns crores before release
throughrights deals

anveer Singh and di-
Rrector Aditya Dhar’s
upcoming film Dhu-
randhar 2 has become a rare

example of early success in
Indian cinema. Officially ti-
tled Dhurandhar: The Re-
venge, the film is scheduled
to release in theatres on
March 19, 2026. Even be-
fore audiences buy a single
ticket, the movie has already
earned Rs 245 crore, making
it profitable ahead of release.
This impressive amount
has not come from box of-
fice collections. Instead, it
has been earned by selling
various rights before the
film’s theatrical debut.
; According to in-
dustry reports,
the biggest
share

Iulia Vantur Thrilled
To Sing With Arijit
Singh In Echoes Of Us

ctress and singer Iulia
Vantur has described
her collaboration with re-
nowned singer Arijit Singh
on the romantic track Tere
Sang as a truly special and
fulfilling experience. The
song is part of her upcom-
ing short film Echoes Of Us
and marks the first musical
collaboration between the
two artists. lulia expressed
deep gratitude that Arijit
appreciated the version she
initially sang and agreed to
lend his voice to the song.
“I feel truly grateful that
Arijit liked the song I ini-
tially sang and agreed to
bless it with his beautiful
voice,” she said. Tulia add-
ed that being part of Arijit

Singh’s musical world was
magical and creatively en-
riching. The song, filled
with emotion and warmth,
portrays a tender romantic
space between her character
and actor Deepak Tijori in
the film.

Directed by Joe Rajan,
Echoes Of Us marks Iulia
Vantur’s international act-
ing debut. The short film
also features Spanish ac-
tress Alessandra Whelan
Merediz and is produced
by Pooja Batra in collabo-
ration with Alliance Media
Pty Ltd. The film has al-
ready made its presence
felt on the festival circuit,
having been screened at
the 14th Bangalore Shorts
Film Festival 2025, Global
Indie Filmmaker Awards
2025, Independent Shorts
Awards 2025, and the Love
& Hope International Film
Festival 2025.

Born in Romania, Iulia
began her career as a televi-
sion presenter before mov-
ing into music in India. She
made her Indian singing
debut with Himesh Re-
shammiya’s Every Night
And Day and later lent her
voice to songs in Salman
Khan films such as Radhe,
Sultan, and Race 3.

Speaking about her pas-
sion for acting, Tulia said she
enjoys expressing herself
through different art forms.
She added that this role res-
onates strongly with her val-
ues and hopes the film con-
nects audiences to its emo-
tional story and the music
shared with Arijit Singh.

came from digital streaming
rights. A leading OTT plat-
form reportedly paid Rs 150
crore for exclusive streaming
rights, showing strong confi-
dence in the film.

In addition, satellite televi-
sion rights for all languages
were sold for Rs 50 crore.
This allows multiple TV
channels to air the film after
its theatrical and digital runs.
Music rights also added a
major amount, bringing in
Rs 45 crore. Together, these
deals pushed the total earn-
ings to Rs 245 crore.

The first Dhurandhar film
from 2025 also performed
well in non-theatrical busi-
ness, earning Rs 140 crore

» from similar deals. However,
- the sequel has gone far be-

-, yond that figure, reflect-
D i ing the franchise’s
. growing popularity.
= 4 The makers chose
& March 19, 2026, as
-, the release date to
. Dbenefit from Eid
N and Gudi Padwa
holidays. Big holi-
days usually bring
. larger crowds to
cinemas. After its
theatre run, the
film is expected to
arrive on OTT
platforms in

the second
N week of
May 2026.

Nani Shoots
Energetic Intro
Song For The
Paradise Film

Natural Star Nani is busy
shooting for his upcoming
film The Paradise, directed by
Srikanth Odela. The film has
recently been in the news due
to rumours about possible de-
lays and its large budget.
However, fresh reports suggest
that the team is moving ahead
with production.

Nani is currently filming a
high energy introduction song.
The song is said to present the
power and attitude of his char-
acter from the very beginning.
It is designed as a mass num-
ber with strong visuals and
energetic moments. The mak-
ers believe this song will set
the tone for the entire film.

The intro song is being shot
on a grand scale with elaborate
sets and a large crew. Industry
sources say it could become
one of the most talked about
highlights of the movie. De-
spite delay talks, the team has
begun a new shooting schedule
in Hyderabad and is working to
complete filming quickly.

Earlier reports suggested
that the film’s budget has
crossed two hundred crore ru-
pees, making it one of the big-
gest projects in Nani’s career.
A massive slum set is being
built across thirty acres on the
outskirts of Hyderabad. Many
have started calling the project
the Baahubali of slums be-
cause of its scale.

VTU Introduces Artificial Super
Intelligence In Historic Global First

Vlsvesvaraya Technologi-
cal University (VTU) has
taken a major step by intro-
ducing Artificial Super Intel-
ligence, known as ASI, for the
first time anywhere in the
world. ASI is seen as a future
technology that goes beyond
today’s Artificial Intelligence
and is expected to play a role
in coming years.

To bring this technology to
students, VTU has signed an
agreement with Chiac ASI, a
company based in the United
Kingdom. Chiac ASI is
known as the world’s first re-
search institution fully fo-
cused on Artificial Super In-
telligence. The company has
already presented award win-
ning research at an interna-

WORLD:S FIRST
'PERINTELLIGENCE
SE

tional conference on con-
trolling harmful ASI be-
haviour using Indian sutras.
The agreement was signed
by VTU Vice Chancellor Dr S
Vidyashankar and Chiac ASI
Chief Executive Officer

WORLD'S LARG
EST
TEC I.oGIr '
U iRsIT

Chandrashekar Nagaraju. Af-
ter the signing, Dr Vidyashan-
kar said technology is chang-
ing fast and VTU wants to
move with the times. He add-
ed that ASI is expected to
bring a major change by 2030

and the university wants stu-
dents to be ready.

Under this partnership, Chi-
ac ASI will offer free intern-
ships to over one thousand
students. It will also provide
special self updating ASI text-
books to engineering college
teachers. Workshops have al-
ready been held to train lectur-
ers in VTU affiliated colleges.

Chandrashekar Nagaraju
said India must lead in super
intelligence for national secu-
rity reasons. He said the goal
is to train one million engi-
neers in ASI, with VTU ex-
pected to produce four hun-
dred thousand skilled profes-
sionals. He added the agree-
ment is meant only for learn-
ing and research, not profit.

Rajinikanth Kamal Haasan
Thalaivarl74 Promo Shoot

To Begin Saturday

Superstar Rajinikanth contin-
ues to create excitement with
his upcoming films, and fans
now have another reason to
celebrate. His project titled
Thalaivarl74, which brings
him together with legendary
actor Kamal Haasan, is set to
begin its promo shoot this
Saturday.

Rajinikanth is currently
gearing up for the release of
Jailer 2, directed by Nelson
Dilipkumar. While that se-
quel is already highly await-
ed, news about Thalaivarl74
has added to the growing
buzz. The film marks a rare
collaboration between two of
Tamil cinema’s biggest icons.

Reports say the promotion-
al video for Thalaivarl74
will be light hearted, fun, and
humorous in tone. It is ex-
pected to be similar to the
announcement video of Jailer
2. Director Nelson Dilipku-
mar and music composer An-
irudh are also likely to ap-
pear in the promo, playing
amusing roles as makeup
artists. Though there is no
official announcement yet,
the project is being referred
to as Thalaivar174 X KH238
within the film industry.

Sanya

Malhotra
Reflects As

1S

L, *
Completes /

OneYear
Journey

This is not the only project
bringing Rajinikanth and Ka-
mal Haasan together. The :
two stars are also set to ap-
pear in another film tenta- |
tively titled Thalaivarl73. :
This film will be directed by
Cibi Chakravarthy, after di-
rector Sundar C stepped

away from the project.

Earlier, Rajinikanth de- !
scribed Thalaivarl73 as a full :
commercial entertainer. He !
said shooting would begin in
April. Director Cibi Chakra- :
varthy has promised that au- :
diences will leave theatres !
feeling fully satisfied after :
watching the film. Fans !
across regions are eagerly
waiting to witness the magic
of this iconic pairing on- !

screen again

Rakkasapuradhol

OTT Release Details Revealed
Ahead Of Theatrical Run

Kannada cinema fans have
an intriguing thriller to look
forward to with Rakkasapu-
radhol, starring Raj B Shetty
in the lead role. Directed by
debutant Ravi Saranga, the
film released in theatres on
February 6 and has already
gained attention for securing
its satellite and digital rights
ahead of its theatrical run.

According to reports, Zee
Network has acquired the
television and OTT rights of
the film. After completing its
run in cinemas, Rakkasapu-
radhol will stream on ZEES5
and will also be available
through OTTplay Premium.
Such pre-release deals are
uncommon in the Kannada
film industry, where stream-
ing agreements are usually
finalised after box office
performance.

Although the makers have
not announced an official
streaming date, industry
trends suggest the film may
premiere online about a
month after its theatrical re-
lease, likely in early to mid-
March.

The music is composed by
Arjun Janya, who recently

made his directorial debut
with 45, another Raj B Shet-
ty-starrer streaming on the
same platform. In the film,
Raj B Shetty plays Sub-In-
spector Shiva, posted to a
peaceful village rocked by a
series of murders. While lo-
cals blame a demon named
Kolli Devva, Shiva relies on
logic to uncover the truth.
The cast includes Archana
Kottige, Swathishta Krish-
nan, B Suresh, Jahangir, Sid-
danna, Gaurav Shetty, and
Anirudh Bhat.

Actor Sanya Malhotra marked one
year of her film Mrs with gratitude
and reflection. The film, which released
on February 7, 2025, sparked strong
discussion online about feminism, mar-
riage, and the place of women in Indian
society. Even a year later, audiences
continue to talk about its message.

On the anniversary, Sanya thanked
viewers for supporting the story of Ri-
cha, the character she played. She said
the love people show for the film stays
with her long after conversations end.
The actor promised to keep learning
and unlearning so she can represent
women more honestly and responsibly
on screen.

Sanya shared a video on social media
showing behind the scenes moments
from the shoot. Along with it, she
wrote a heartfelt note expressing how
deeply the film and audience reactions
have affected her as a performer.

Directed by Arati Kadav, Mrs is the
Hindi remake of the Malayalam film
The Great Indian Kitchen. The film re-
leased directly on ZEES and quickly
became one of the most talked about
projects of the year.

Before its release, Mrs was screened
at major festivals including the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne, the New
York Indian Film Festival, and IFFI
Goa. Sanya received a standing ovation
in New York for her performance.

The story follows Richa, a married
woman struggling to keep her identity
while handling daily household duties.
The film highlights gender roles, silent
expectations, and the emotional cost of
tradition. It continues inspiring conver-
sations about equality, dignity, choice,
freedom, empathy, respect everywhere.
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