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‘COMPLETE DEMOLITION’

India grants
millions
to support
Bhutan’s growth
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Oil prices

skyrocket

as global
tensions rise
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Trump’s ultimatum for Iran just hours away with little sign of breakthrough; the deadline
for Iran to strike a ceasefire deal ends at 8 pm ET on Tuesday (5:30 am IST on Wednesday);
Iran remains firm on its demands; Iran rejects flexibility as long as US demands surrender

‘Whole civilization
will die tonight’

A whole civilization will die
tonight, never to be brought
back again. | don’t want that to
happen, but it probably will.
We will find out tonight, one
of the most important moments
in the long and complex
history of the world.

—Donald Trump, US President

‘14 million ready
to saifice’

Over 14 million proud Iranians
have, up to this moment,
declared their readiness to
sacrifice their lives in defence of
Iran. |, too, have been, am, and
will be a sacrificer for Iran.

—Masoud Pezeshkian,
Iranian President

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
on Tuesday issued a fresh
warning stating “whole civil-
isation will die tonight” as his
deadline to Iran to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz neared.

“A whole civilization will
die tonight, never to be
brought back again. I don’t
want that to happen, but it
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Iran’s Deputy Sports
Minister, Alireza Rahimi,
separately called on the

nation’s athletes and
artists to form “human

chains” around power
plants — a symbolic
and physical attempt to
deter potential airstrikes.
In a video message, he
invited youth, athletes,
artists, students, and
faculty to gather near
power plants on Tues-
day at 2 PM local time.
“These are our wealth
and belongings,” he
said. The call for human
shields comes in re-
sponse to Trump’s “8:00
PM deadline” (Washing-

probably will,” Trump said in
a post on Truth Social.

“We will find out tonight,
one of the most important
moments in the long and
complex history of the
World.”

Earlier, a US military offi-
cial said they carried out ad-
ditional strikes on military
targets on Iran’s Kharg island,
adding the strikes did not im-

pact oil infrastructure.

The US President has time
and again issued threats to tar-
get Iranian structures and top
officials. Last week Trump
said that the US military had
‘nearly accomplished its
goals’ in Iran, but offered no
clear timeline for ending the
monthlong war and vowed to
bomb the country back into
the “Stone Ages.”

ton time, Tuesday night)
for I[ran to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz.
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Mitchell Starc
setback hits Delhi
Capitals, pacer
likely out longer

WASHINGTON

The US military on Tuesday
hit 50 military targets on
Kharg Island, Iran’s strategic
oil hub, according to The
Wall Street Journal. The
strikes, which were first re-
ported by Iran’s semi-official
Mehr News Agency, came
hours before a deadline
set by US President Donald
Trump for the Islamic Repub-
lic to strike a ceasefire deal
ends at 8 pm ET onTuesday
(5:30 am IST on Wednesday).

The strikes also came a day
after Trump said he was “very
upset” with Iran for rejecting
his ceasefire plan and warned
that Tehran would “pay a big
price” if it failed to reach a
deal. While Iran called for a
permanent end to the conflict,
now in its sixth week, under
broader conditions, Trump in-
dicated there would be serious
consequences if no agreement
is reached.

Restraint is over: IRGC

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) issued a
warning following the US
strikes on Kharg Island, saying
‘restraint is over’, sparking fresh
concerns of a severe disruption
to regional crude supplies.

The IRGC warned that it
could turn energy infrastruc-
ture linked to the US and its
allies “into ashes”, threaten-
ing to disrupt oil and gas
flows across the region “for
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Strikes hit Iran’s
Kharg Island

WhyKhargisland
is soimportant?

Kharg Island serves as
Iran’s main oil export
terminal, handling up
to 90% of its crude
shipments and offer-
ing storage capacity
of around 30 million
barrels. Located about
26 km off Iran’s coast
and 483 km northwest
of the Strait of Hormuz,
Kharg is often dubbed
the “Forbidden Island”
due to its isolation and
heavy security presence.
Last month, the US
struck military targets
on Kharg Island, target-
ing military installations.
The strikes destroyed
naval mine storage and
missile bunkers, while
oil infrastructure was
largely spared.

years.” The warning came af-
ter Trump said last weekend
that he was considering
whether US forces could seize
the island.

K’taka transport, tourism
sectors seek urgent relief

2 killed after US-Israeli attack Iran freezes diplomatic channels
onrail bridgein central Iran Following the threats by Donald Trump, Iran on

Stay indoors, avoid

Tehran: Two people lost their lives after a US-Is-
raeli launched an attack on a rail bridge in the
central Iranian city of Kashan, a regional official
told state media on Tuesday. “A few minutes
ago, the American-Zionist aggressor attacked
the Yahya Abad railway bridge in Kashan city,”
a senior regional security official in Isfahan
province, Akbar Salehi, was quoted as saying
by Iran’s IRNA news agency. “Two people were
martyred, and three others were injured in this
attack,” he added. Following the attack, the key
highway in northern Iran has been, according to
the regional authorities.

Tuesday froze all diplomatic channels and indi-
rect talks. Iranian embassies in South Africa also
responded to Trump’s threats, saying, “You and
your allies will suffer an unforgettable hit from the

ancient civilization of Iran.”

Iran railway movement disrupted

Railway movement in Iran’s Mashhad was halted
after Israel issued a warning advising Iranians to
avoid using the country’s railway network until 9
p.m. local time. In a post on X, the Israel Defense
Forces’ Farsi page cautioned that being near trains
and railway lines “puts your lives in danger.”

Two children killed in
bomb blast in Manipur

GUWAHATI

Two children, including a
five-month baby boy, were
killed and their mother was
injured in a bomb attack, sus-
pected to have been carried out
by Kuki insurgents, in Mani-
pur’s Meitei-dominated Bish-
nupur district on Tuesday.

Police sources said the inci-
dent occurred at around 1 am
when a bomb was hurled by
suspected militants at a house
in Moirang Tronglaobi area,
killing a 5-year-old boy and a
six-month-old girl, who were
fast asleep with their mother.

Bishnupur shares boundary
with Kuki-dominated Chura-
chandpur district.

According to local resi-
dents, a suspected projectile
struck the house causing a
powerful explosion that instant-
ly claimed the lives of two chil-
dren. The powerful blast de-
stroyed parts of the house and
spread panic across the village.
Locals rushed to rescue as
shock and anger grew.

‘Barbaric act’: CM
orders NIA probe
Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh order a
probe by the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) into the
dead of two kids. Terming it a
barbaric act, the CM said it
may be the work of elements
opposed to peace and directed
security forces to swiftly arrest
those responsible. He visited
the hospital where the mother
of the kids was admitted.

Security forces have cor-
doned off the area, with addi-
tional deployments rushed to
the sensitive belt to prevent
further escalation. Authorities
are also conducting surveil-
lance and search operations in
nearby hilly areas while mon-
itoring other vulnerable vil-
lages located along the
hill-valley boundary.

Indigenous Tribal Leaders’
Forum, a forum of Kuki civil
society, issued a statement at
10.15 am in which it rejected
the allegation about involve-
ment of the Kukis in the attack.

Condemning the attack, for-
mer Manipur CM N Biren
Singh said, “Such a horrific
act against civilians, especial-
ly young lives, is beyond con-
demnable.”

Internet shut,
curfewin Manlpur

The Manipur government
suspended mobile internet for
three days across five districts
after two children were killedina
bomb explosion. The incident set
off fresh protests and violence

in the restive state. The internet
shutdown applies to Imphal East,
Imphal West, Thoubal, Kakching
and Bishnupur districts, accord-
ing to the Home Department.

SIRin remaining 17 states,
5UTs likely post Assembly polls

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission may
roll out the third and final phase of SIR of
voter list in the remaining 22 states and
UTs, including Delhi, after the upcoming
five assemby polls, officials said. Assem-
bly elections are taking place in Kerala,
Assam, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal this month and counting will take
place on May 4.

QUICK READ

Leopard shot dead near
Periyapatna, Min orders probe

MYSURU: A two-year-old female leopard was
found dead with gunshot injuries on the for-
est fringes in Hunsur wildlife division of Mys-
uru district on Monday. Learning about this,
Forest Minister Eshwar B Khandre has ex-
pressed shock and has directed for a com-
prehensive probe over the leopard’s death.

Bengaluru: The Karnataka State Travel Op-
erators’ Association has urged the Centre to
announce immediate financial aid for the
transport and tourism sectors, citing severe
distress caused by West Asia crisis. In a rep-
resentation addressed to PM Modi on April
7, it stated the disruption of international
travel and trade has significantly impacted
business. Suspension of flights and reduced
movement between countries have led to a
sharp decline in demand, affecting trans-
port operators and tourism stakeholders
across Karnataka and the country.

5 cows burnt alive fire breaks
outin plywood shop in DJ Halli

BENGALURU: Five cows were burnt alive and
several others were injured after a devastat-
ing fire broke out at a cowshed near Sham-
pura Road in DJ Halli in the wee hours on
Tuesday. The fire, which broke out around
1.45 am in an adjacent plywood shop, spread
to the cowshed, engulfing it in flames. The
cowshed had 19 cows, and locals managed
to rescue 14 of them. However, five cows
were trapped and died in the fire. The fire
also damaged five two-wheelers and a Tata
Ace goods vehicle. The owner, Srinivas, has
lost six cows in the incident, and three cows
are injured. The police have launched anin-
vestigation into the incident and the cause of
the fire is yet to be determined. The injured
cows are receiving treatment. Fire tenders
were deployed to control the blaze, and the
blaze was eventually brought under control.
The DJ Halli police are investigating the case.

military areas: India
issues advisory

TEHRAN

The Indian Embassy in Iran
issued an advisory warning its
nationals in Iran to stay in-
doors and avoid military in-
stallations or multi-storey
buildings for the next 48
hours amid the escalating
US-Israel attacks on Tuesday.

The advisory comes even as
the US and Israeli attacks on
Iran targeted road, railway
bridges and residential build-
ings in the country, apart from
key oil hub Kharg Island.

“In continuation of previ-
ous advisories, Indian nation-
als who are still in Iran must
stay where they are for the
next 48 hours, avoiding all
electric, military installations
and upper floors of multi-sto-
rey buildings, remaining in-
doors, and coordinating any
highway movement strictly
with the Embassy,” the em-
bassy’s advisory read.

It also urged those living in
Embassy-hired hotels to stay
put indoors while maintaining
regular contact with on-site
embassy teams. “All are re-
quested to monitor official
updates closely,” it added.

US President Donald

SHORTS FROM
WAR FRONT

m Bahrain intercepts
scores of Iranian war-
heads

m Bahraini air defens-
es have been facing
Iranian warheads
almost daily, targeting
vital sites, including
the airport, ports and a
desalination plant

m A 25-km bridge, the
only road connection to
Bahrain, was closed due
to Iranian threats

m Israel refrains from
striking Lebanese-Syr-
ian border crossing
after mediation efforts,
source says

= Russia says Middle
East war disruption
opens up new trade
opportunities

Trump has warned that a
“whole civilization will die
tonight” if Iran does not meet
his 8 pm Eastern Time dead-
line (5:30 am Indian time,
Wednesday) to end its block-
ade of the Strait of Hormuz.

AITH BEYOND JUDICIAL REVIEW

Centre backs Sabarimala women entry restriction in SC

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Tuesday vehe-
mently contended before the
Supreme Court that the issue
of restriction on the entry of
women aged between 10 and
50 years at the Sabarimala
temple falls within the do-
main of religious faith as well
as denominational autonomy
and is beyond the scope of ju-
dicial review.

A nine-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant commenced hear-
ing on petitions related to dis-
crimination against women at
religious places in various
religions and the proceedings

assumed significance as they
started ahead of crucial as-
sembly polls in Kerala, where
the Sabarimala is located.
Referring to the right of re-
ligious freedom under Article
25 of the Constitution, Solic-
itor General Tushar Mehta
appearing for the Centre,
however, said courts can al-
ways intervene if religious
practices violate ‘public or-
der’, ‘morality’ and ‘health’.
The top court observed that
if there is a social ill which is
branded as a religious practice
then the court can examine
whether it is an essential reli-
gious practice or a social evil.
The bench also comprising

Justices BV Nagarathna MM
Sundresh, Ahsanuddin Aman-
ullah, Aravind Kumar, Augus-
tine George Masih, Prasanna
B Varale, R Mahadevan and
Joymalya Bagchi was told by
Mehta that if there is some-
thing unscientific, the remedy
is with the legislature.
Justice Bagchi told Mehta
that courts are not experts in
science but the Evidence Act

empowers the court to examine
the opinions of experts and be-
come an expert of experts.
Mehta submitted that he
had strong objection to an ob-
servation in the 2018 Sabari-
mala judgment that the exclu-
sion of women in the age
group of 10-50 years from the
temple was a form of ‘un-
touchability’, violating Article
17 of the Constitution.
Justice Nagarathna said a
woman cannot be treated as
“untouchable” for three days
in a month and then cease to
be considered untouchable on
the fourth day. “Article 17 in
the context of Sabarimala, I
don’t know how it can be ar-

gued. Speaking as a woman,
there can’t be a three-day un-
touchability every month, and
on the fourth day, there is no
untouchability,” she observed.
Mehta said that he was not
on the issue of menstruation.
He said the bar on women’s
entry to the Sabarimala tem-
ple was not related to men-
struation, and said the restric-
tion was only on the basis of
age group. “Let us be clear.
Sabarimala concerns only a
particular age group. There
should be no confusion. Lord
Ayyappa temples across the
country and the world are
open to women of all ages. It
is a sui generis case,” he said.
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Women Must Lead Cultural Revival
and Nation Building: MP Yaduveer

MYSURU

Stressing the pivotal role of
women in preserving culture
and shaping the nation’s fu-
ture, Mysore-Kodagu Mem-
ber of Parliament Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar called upon women
to take leadership in societal
transformation and political
participation.

Speaking after inaugurating
a BJP Mahila Morcha pro-
gramme in the city on Tues-
day, where he extended greet-
ings on International Women's
Day to women across the or-
ganisation and beyond. High-
lighting Mysuru’s rich heri-
tage, he said that the region’s
traditions and cultural sys-
tems were largely shaped and
sustained by women.

Drawing from history,
Yaduveer recalled the turbu-
lent period during the reign of
Tipu Sultan in Srirangapatna,
when Mysuru faced destruc-
tion and decline. The rebuild-
ing of the city, its culture,
temples and institutions was
made possible through deter-
mined efforts led by visionary
figures, particularly Maharani
Lakshmammanni.

He credited Maharani
Lakshmammanni with reviv-
ing the grandeur of the famed
Mysuru Dasara, restoring re-
ligious practices and re-estab-

lishing Mysuru as a cultural
centre after years of disrup-
tion. The foundation of what
they celebrate today was re-
built from nothing, and wom-
en played a defining role in
that journey.

Referring to recent times,
the MP spoke about the chal-
lenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic and
lauded the role of women in
spreading awareness and en-
suring vaccination within
families and communities.
The people must embrace
modern technology while
staying rooted in traditional
values.

Stressing behavioural
change as key to development,
Yaduveer pointed out issues
such as public littering, misuse
of systems, and lack of civic
discipline. Infrastructure alone

cannot make a developed In-
dia. Society must also reflect
discipline and responsibility,”
he said, referring to develop-
ments like improved highways
and the proposed airport ex-
pansion in Mysuru.

He also underscored the im-
portance of education, skill
development and law and or-
der over short-term financial
assistance. “Empowering
women through opportunities
and systems is far more im-
pactful than temporary mone-
tary benefits,” he remarked.

Welcoming the move to-
wards 33 per cent reservation
for women in legislatures,
Yaduveer said it would inspire
greater participation of wom-
en in governance. He urged
BJP women workers to ac-
tively prepare for leadership
roles at all levels, distinguish-

ing the party’s approach from
others.

Yaduveer said the protec-
tion of Indian culture rests
significantly in the hands of
mothers and teachers. Cele-
brating women should not be
limited to a single day. Their
contribution must be rec-
ognised and strengthened ev-
ery day.

State BJP Mahila Morcha
President C.Manjula also
spoke. On this occasion, the
party felicitated Gurumallam-
ma, Yashoda, Saraswati
Rekha, Dr K.V.Lakshmidevi,
Dr Mary Dhatri, Shantha So-
mashekar, Kamalamma and
Soubhagya Murthy.

MLA T.S.Srivatsa, BJP
Krishnaraja Assembly Con-
stituency President Gopal-
araje Urs and others were
present.

EMRC bags top honours
at National Educational
Film Festival

MYSURU

The Educational Multimedia
Research Centre (EMRC) of
the University of Mysore has
brought laurels to the institu-
tion by securing prestigious
awards at the 27th CEC-UGC
Educational Film Festival or-
ganized by the Consortium
for Educational Communica-
tion. The two-day festival was
held on March 27 and 28 at
Gautam Buddha University in
Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

The national-level festival
witnessed a strong participa-
tion of 320 film entries from
across India, out of which only
19 documentaries and educa-
tional films were selected for
awards, underlining the highly
competitive nature of the
event. EMRC, Mysuru,
emerged among the distin-
guished winners with film-
maker Chandra Kumar P. H.
securing the Best Film/Docu-
mentary Award for his work
“The Divine Sculptor Arun
Yogiraj.” The award carries a
cash prize of Rs. 50,000. The
documentary captures the life,
artistic journey and craftsman-

ship of noted sculptor Arun
Yogiraj, who gained national
prominence for sculpting the
idol of Ram Lalla at Ayodhya.

In another achievement, K.
Gopinath received the Best
Editing Award (Citation) in
the Individual Excellence cat-
egory for the documentary
“Kalaripayattu Martial Arts.”
Directed and produced by
him, the film offers an in-
sightful portrayal of the histo-
ry and evolution of Kalari-
payattu, one of India’s oldest
martial art traditions.

These recognitions mark a
significant milestone for EM-
MRC, reinforcing its commit-
ment to producing high-qual-
ity educational content and
promoting media-based learn-
ing in the country.

Vice-Chancellor N. K. Lo-
kanath congratulated the
award winners and appreci-
ated their contribution. Di-
rector (in-charge) Dr. Ganta
Ravikumar and team mem-
bers Mr. Somashekara M.,
Dr. Thippeswamy H., Mr.
Lokesha P., and Mr. Prakash
M.S. were also present
during the occasion.

Creative workshops
and design contest for
students on April 11

MYSURU

Students of Pre-University
and diploma courses will
have an opportunity to ex-
plore their creative potential
through a day-long series of
workshops and competitions
being organised on Saturday,
April 11, 2026, in the city.

The event is being jointly
hosted by the Mysore School
of Architecture and the My-
sore School of Design, offer-
ing hands-on learning expe-
riences and an introduction
to various fields of design.

The programme is open to
students of 1st PUC (11th
Grade), 2nd PUC (12th
Grade), and diploma courses
from any stream. Organisers
said the initiative aims to en-
courage young minds to dis-
cover their creativity and
gain exposure to design-ori-
ented careers.

Participants can take part
in a range of activities in-
cluding creative workshops,
design competitions, and in-
teractive sessions designed
to foster innovation and
practical skills.

The event will be held at
the campuses of Mysore
School of Architecture and
Mysore School of Design,
located at CA-01, University
Layout, near Dattagalli Ring
Road, Lingambudi, Mysuru.

Interested students are
required to register online
in advance. Organisers
have advised participants to
ensure accuracy in registra-
tion details and to arrive on
time on the day of the
event. Those taking part in
competitions must bring
their own materials. All ac-
tivities will be conducted
offline at the venue.

For queries and registra-
tion assistance, participants
may contact Ms. Hemalatha
(9113870169) or Prof. Kau-
shik (9741432404). Further
details are also available via
email at info@msd.edu.in
and on the official websites
of the institutions.

Organisers have invited
students to take part in the
event, promising a day filled
with creativity, learning, and
engaging experiences in the
field of design.

NO LEASE DECISION ON JAYALAKSHMI VILAS
PALACE, CLARIFY SYNDICATE MEMBERS

MYSURU

Members of the Syndicate of
the University of Mysore have
clarified that no agreement has
been finalised with any private
party regarding the manage-
ment of the iconic Jayalakshmi
Vilas Palace, dismissing recent
media reports as misleading.

In a joint press statement, the
Syndicate members stated that
confusion had arisen following
reports suggesting that the Pal-
ace had been leased to a pri-
vate company. They categori-
cally denied such claims, as-
serting that no such decision
had been taken in any official
meeting.

According to them, the Syn-
dicate meeting held on March
13, 2026, did not include any
agenda item related to the Pal-
ace. However, during informal

discussions, Vice-Chancellor
N. K. Lokanath is said to have
mentioned the possibility of
entering into an agreement
with a private organisation for
its management. He had indi-
cated that legal aspects and
other considerations would be
examined before placing the
matter formally before the
Syndicate.

The members noted that they
had unanimously agreed that
any such proposal should only
be considered if it safeguards
the interests and heritage of the

University. They emphasised
that no agreement should be
pursued if it is found to be
against the institution’s inter-
ests. The Registrar and other
officials were also in agree-
ment with this position, after
which the meeting concluded.
The issue was again dis-
cussed informally at the end of
the Syndicate meeting held on
March 27, 2026, when mem-
bers sought an update on the
matter. The Vice-Chancellor
informed them that a draft
agreement was under prepara-
tion. During the discussion, the
Registrar highlighted that any
future agreement must comply
with the University Act and
government regulations, and
should be structured as a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to protect the long-term
interests of the University.

Seven Syndicate members
present reportedly endorsed
this view. The Vice-Chancellor
then stated that the matter
would be taken up formally in
the next meeting.

Expressing concern over
what they termed as “untrue
reports” in sections of the me-
dia, the members criticised at-
tempts to portray the Palace as
already leased out. They also
alleged that a Syndicate mem-
ber who was not present in the
meeting had made misleading
statements, creating unneces-
sary confusion.

Reiterating their commit-
ment to safeguarding Univer-
sity assets, the members
pointed out that past Syndi-
cate proceedings, available on
the official website, reflect
consistent efforts to protect
institutional interests.
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Training Programme held
at Police Training School

MYSURU

A training programme is be-
ing organised at the Police
Training School, Jyotinagar,
Mysuru, from April 7 to
April 9, 2026, for officers
and staff belonging to Mysu-
ru City, Mysuru District,
Chamarajanagar District, and
the Electronic City division
of Bengaluru City.

The programme focused on
enhancing the professional
conduct of police personnel
while interacting with the
public and improving their
efficiency in handling daily
responsibilities.

The training was inaugurat-
ed in the presence of senior
officials. The session was pre-
sided over by C. Mallik, in-
charge Principal of the Police
Training School and Addi-

tional Superintendent of Po-
lice, Mysuru District, who
also addressed the gathering.

Among others present were
Shankaregowda, Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police; Chan-
dru, Assistant Director; Madhu
P. B., Coordinator of the train-
ing programme; and Rangas-

wamy S. B., Reserve Police
Inspector, along with other
officers and staff who partici-
pated in the training sessions.

The programme aimed at
strengthening public-friendly
policing and equipping per-
sonnel with better communi-
cation and operational skills.

MDJA felicitates Aaard-winning journalists

MYSURU

Five journalists from the dis-
trict, who were selected for
the State-level annual awards
for 2024-25 by the Karnataka
Working Journalists Associa-
tion, were felicitated by the
Mysuru District Journalists’
Association here on Monday.

Those honoured included
Dayashankar Maili of Suddi
Moola newspaper, who re-
ceived the Khadri Shamanna
Award for Best Political Anal-
ysis; Nagaraj Naveemane,

reporter of Vijaya Karnataka,
who was selected for the R.L.
Vasudeva Rao Award for
wildlife reporting; P.K. Ravi-
kumar, reporter of Vijayavani,
who received the Giridhar
Award for Best Crime Report-
ing; Sandesh of Pratinidhi
newspaper, who was rec-
ognised for Best Page Design;
and Shankar Kattemalalavadi,
reporter of Hunsur Janamitra,
who received the Mandibele
Shamanna Memorial Award
for rural life reporting.
Speaking on the occasion,

MLC C.N. Manjegowda ex-
pressed concern that in recent
times, media outlets tend to
exaggerate minor or unneces-
sary issues, and said journal-
ists themselves must exercise
restraint in such matters. If
the media functions like an
opposition to the government,
it would contribute positively
to the development of society
and the state.

He also announced a grant
of %5 lakh from his MLA fund
this year for the construction
of the District Journalists’
Bhavan and assured that an
additional X5 lakh would be
provided next year as well.

Among those present were
yoga guru Dr. K. Raghaven-
dra Pai, Vice-Chancellor of
Vyasa Bharati Triyoga Uni-
versity, California, USA; As-
sociation President K. Deep-
ak; General Secretary Dhar-
mapura Narayan; and Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Pratinidhi
newspaper C.K. Mahendra,
among others.

PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK
HOLDS S OLDIERATH ON 2026’

MYSURU: The PNB Soldieration 2026 pro- %4

gram was organized by the Punjab National
Bank Mysuru Cluster in Mysuru on Sunday.

The event was inaugurated by So-
mashekhar, Deputy Commissioner of the .
Mysuru City Corporation. Branch manag-
ers, bank officials, and staff members par-
ticipated in the program and contributed to
its success. The event was organized by
Mr. Chikka Swamy and Mr. Mallikarjun,
who serve as the Organizing Secretaries of
the Bank Officers’ Association.

“REPAIR WORK OR RECKLESS DAMAGE?”
MCC Under Fire After Sudden Excavation

MYSURU

Alleged “drain repair” works
taken up without prior notice
have triggered anger among
residents of Hebbal after
earthmovers damaged stone
slabs and water pipelines in a
residential lane, leaving sev-
eral households inconve-
nienced.

According to R. Yashas, a
resident of Hebbal, JCB ma-
chines arrived unannounced
on April 5 at 2nd Cross Street
near Surya Bakery and began
removing stone slabs in front
of houses. While officials re-
portedly termed it as routine
drain repair work, residents
questioned the manner in
which it was carried out. The
work appeared highly selec-
tive. Houses in the upper
stretch of the street were left
untouched, while slabs in
front of homes in the lower
stretch were completely re-
moved, he alleged.

Residents who approached
workers for details such as the
name of the supervising engi-
neer or contractor claimed
they were met with hostility.
No one was willing to provide
basic information. Instead of
answers, they were met with
rude responses. The absence of
any official display board at
the site — which typically in-
cludes project details, contrac-
tor name and timeline — has

further raised suspicions about
the legitimacy of the work.

“No Notice. No Name. No
Answers — that’s what we
are left with,” Yashas re-
marked, adding that the dig-
ging has also damaged a wa-
ter pipeline, disrupting supply
to multiple households. There
is still no clarity on when it
will be repaired, he said.

Residents pointed out that
such incidents are becoming
increasingly common across
Mysuru, with unplanned ex-
cavations leaving roads dam-
aged and public inconve-
nience unaddressed. Public
money is being spent without
accountability.

Officials from the Mysuru
City Corporation (MCC) are
yet to issue any statement re-
garding the incident. It re-
mains unclear which division
sanctioned the work or who
the contractor is.

Residents have warned
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that they will escalate the
issue to ward-level authori-
ties if immediate action is
not taken to restore the dam-
aged infrastructure and en-
sure accountability.
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KUKKARAHALLI UNDERPASS WORK
' TOBEGIN SOON: MP YADUVEER

MYSURU

Addressing a wide range of
civic and infrastructure is-
sues, Mysuru-Kodagu Lok
Sabha member Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar on Tuesday high-
lighted long-pending traffic
bottlenecks, environmental
concerns, and governance
gaps in the city, while outlin-
ing upcoming development
plans.

A major focus was the
long-standing demand for a
road-crossing solution near
Kukkarahalli Lake, close to
Crawford Hall. Yaduveer
said the proposal for an un-
derpass or flyover, first an-
nounced in 2024, had been
delayed due to pending
clearances from the Forest
and Railway Departments.
With all permissions now
secured, work is expected to
begin within 15 days.

The construction would be
carried out in phases to

avoid disrupting traffic at the
already congested junction.
The project, estimated at
around 63 crore, may see
cost escalation due to addi-
tional works and unforeseen
challenges. Officials aim to
complete it within a year us-
ing a box-pushing technique
that minimizes structural dis-
ruption.

The MP said there is an-
other proposal in KG Kop-
pal; that has to be examined.
There is a major land acqui-
sition problem there. The
line going through that area
has its own problem. Anoth-
er project is about to begin
on KR Road; for that too, a
flyover proposal has come
up. Because the road from
Jayadeva side goes down-
ward there, they are saying
that if a flyover is made
there and it is joined behind
the railway line, the traffic
can be balanced. So even on
that cross road, there should
be no inconvenience. Traffic

can go below, and above on
the flyover another stream of
traffic can move. This pro-
posal has come today, and
we will discuss with the
minister whether that can be
added to the same existing
project.

Yaduveer also disclosed
that additional proposals, in-
cluding a possible overpass
at the junction, are under
consideration, though these
would require state govern-
ment approval and could in-
crease project costs.

Emphasising environmen-
tal responsibility, he pro-
posed transplanting trees in-
stead of cutting them, noting
that experts from a Kera-
la-based NGO would be
brought in to assist. Similar
measures are planned for the
upcoming flyover at Manipal
Junction, where around 40
trees are at risk.

Turning to broader civic
issues, Yaduveer expressed
serious concern over sewage

contamination in Hebbal
Lake, calling it a long-stand-
ing problem exacerbated by
poor maintenance after ini-
tial development. Mysuru
City Corporation has failed
to protect public assets and
highlighted the absence of
elected representatives in the
civic body as a major gover-
nance gap. “There is no re-
spect for the suggestions of
elected representatives. Ad-
ministration is being run
solely by officials,” he said,
urging immediate municipal
elections to restore demo-
cratic accountability.

He took aim at unscientific
traffic management, pointing
out the installation of signal
lights at very short intervals
across the city without pub-
lic consultation. He said this,
along with poorly executed
underground drainage
(UGD), garbage collection,
and road works, has wors-
ened civic conditions.

Referring to areas like

Gandhi Nagar, he remarked
that infrastructure conditions
were alarming and required
urgent intervention. Major
decisions, including contro-
versial flyover proposals
from Metropole Circle to
Utagalli and developments
around Chamundi Hill, were
being pushed without ade-
quate consultation.

On other issues, Yaduveer
touched upon land disputes
related to a proposed NIM-
HANS facility and concerns
surrounding the functioning of
the Chamundi Hill Develop-
ment Authority, citing com-
plaints about unresponsive
officials and lack of engage-
ment with local communities.

Concluding, he reiterated
that while development is
necessary, it must be inclu-
sive, environmentally sensi-
tive, and guided by both
public input and elected rep-
resentatives to ensure Mysu-
ru’s heritage and livability
are preserved.

SERVE WITH INTEGRITY AND
COMPASSION, SAYS DIG BORALINGAIAH

MYSURU

Deputy Inspector General of
Police of Southern Range, Dr
Boralingaiah addressed newly
trained Armed Police Consta-
bles at the Karnataka Police
Academy on Tuesday, urging
them to uphold the highest
standards of integrity and ded-
ication in their service.
Speaking at the passing-out
interaction, Dr Boralingaiah
emphasized that policing is not
merely a profession but a re-
sponsibility towards society
and called upon the young con-
stables to remain committed to
the core values of honesty, dis-
cipline, and accountability
while discharging their duties.
“The uniform you wear rep-
resents trust and responsibility.
It is your duty to protect that
trust at all times,” he said.
Highlighting the importance
of humane policing, the DIG ad-
vised the recruits to work with
compassion and empathy, partic-
ularly while dealing with vulner-
able and marginalized sections
of society. He urged them to be
sensitive to the needs of the op-
pressed and to act as a source of

support and reassurance for
those in distress.

“Policing is not just about
enforcing the law; it is about
serving people. You must strive
to wipe the tears of the op-
pressed and stand as pillars of
strength for the needy,” he re-
marked. He further noted that
public confidence in the police
force depends largely on the
conduct and attitude of individ-
ual officers.

Dr Boralingaiah also encour-
aged the constables to continu-
ously upgrade their skills and
remain physically and mentally
fit to handle the challenges of
modern policing. He stressed
the importance of teamwork,
vigilance, and ethical conduct
in maintaining law and order
effectively. The best outgoing
police constable award was
bagged by M.Sanjay from Ben-
galuru. He was handed over the
rolling trophy by Dr Boralinga-
iah.Mysuru City Police Com-
missioner Seema Latka, DCP
(Law and Order) Dr Harsha
Pradyumna, Mysuru District
Superintendent of Police Mal-
likarjun Baladandi and others
were present.
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CRACKDOWN ON NARGOTICS IN MYSURU

Habitual Ganja Peddler
Booked Under PIT NDPS
Act, sent to Ballari Jail

MYSURU

In a major crackdown on
drug-related activities, the My-
sore City Police has invoked
the stringent provisions of the
PIT NDPS Act, 1988 for the
first time in the city, targeting
a habitual ganja peddler as part
of intensified efforts to curb
the narcotics network and
safeguard public welfare.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, Police Com-
missioner Seema Latkar said
that Irfan Pasha alias Batana
(32), a resident of Mandi Mo-
halla, has been detained under
the Prevention of Illicit Traffic
in Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (PIT NDPS)
Act. An arrest warrant was is-
sued against him on April 6,
following which he was taken
into custody and lodged at the
Bellary Central Jail.

The accused has reportedly
been involved in narcotics-re-
lated activities since the age of
19, including the sale, trans-
portation, and supply of ganja.
Between 2014 and 2025, as
many as nine cases were regis-
tered against him under the
NDPS Act, with authorities
seizing a total of 28 kg of gan-
ja. He has been convicted in
three of these cases.

She said despite repeated

legal action, including cases
under the Security Act and ex-
ecution of surety bonds, Irfan
Pasha continued to engage in
illegal cannabis trade. He he
frequently violated bail condi-
tions and resumed unlawful
activities, prompting authori-
ties to take action under the
PIT NDPS Act — a preventive
detention law aimed at curbing
drug trafficking.

The police commissioner
noted that a rowdy sheet is
also being opened against the
accused to closely monitor his
movements and prevent fur-
ther offences. This marks a
significant step in their fight
against drug menace in Mysu-
ru. Strict and sustained action
will continue against those in-
volved in narcotics trade. The
ongoing special operation tar-
geting drug peddlers involved
in the sale, storage, and trans-
portation of narcotics will be
intensified in the coming days,
with more offenders likely to
be booked under stringent pro-
visions of the PIT NDPS Act.

Appealing to the public for
cooperation, Seema police
urged citizens to share infor-
mation related to drug activi-
ties through the “Vimukti Sa-
hayavani” helpline
(8277948080), set up to assist
in making the city drug-free.

NCC JUO Anju Gowda bags
the CM Commendation Card

MYSURU

Junior Under Officer Anju A.
Gowda, a third-year Computer
Science and Engineering stu-
dent of JSS Science and Tech-
nology University (JSS STU),
Mysuru, and a cadet of the 1
Karnataka Engineer Company
NCC, Mysuru, has
been awarded the
prestigious Chief
Minister’s Commen-
dation Card and
Medal by the Gov-
ernment of Karnata-
ka in recognition of
her outstanding
achievements in the National
Cadet Corps (NCC).

The award was presented by
Lt. Col. Anantha Keshava B.
N., Officer Commanding, 1
Karnataka Engineer Company
NCC. JUO Anju has exhibited
exemplary discipline, dedica-
tion, and commitment through

her active participation in
NCC activities. She has at-
tended seven camps and repre-
sented the Mysuru Group fir-

A

ing team at the Inter Group
Sports Shooting Competition
(IGSSC). She also participated
in the Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat (EBSB) Camp held at
Toranagallu. This prestigious
recognition is conferred upon
only 35 cadets across Karnata-
ka, including seven from the
m  Mysuru Group, with
JUO Anju A. Gowda
being one among
them. In addition to
her NCC accom-
plishments, she has
maintained an excel-
lent academic record.
The university
leadership, including Vice
Chancellor Dr. A. N. Santosh
Kumar, Registrar Prof. Dr. S.
A. Dhanaraj, Principal Dr. C.
Nataraju, Vice Principal Dr. P.
Mallu, Head of the Depart-
ment of Computer Science and
Engineering Dr. Anil Kumar
K. M., and Prof. S.G. Chan-
nabasavanna, NCC Caretaking
Officer, JSS STU, have con-
gratulated her on this remark-
able achievement.

“WE PLAYED WITH COURAGE, NOT SIGHT” DEEPA ACADEMY LIFTS HERITAGE CUP

MYSURU

In a heartwarming display of
resilience and passion, the
Heritage Cup 2026 for visually
impaired women and girls
turned the sports grounds of
JSS Medical College into a
celebration of courage beyond
vision. Organised by the Nira-
maya Foundation, the third
edition of the cricket tourna-
ment saw five spirited teams
battling it out — Deepa Acad-
emy (Bengaluru), Sneha Jeevi,
Niramaya, Asha Deepa, and
Rangrao School (Mysuru).
Amid cheers, nervous antici-
pation and unwavering deter-
mination, Deepa Academy
emerged champions, lifting the
prestigious Heritage Cup,
while Rangrao School secured
the first runner-up position and
Asha Deepa finished second

runner-up. For the players, the
tournament was more than just
cricket — it was a statement of
identity and strength. “We
don’t see the ball, but we feel
the game in our hearts,” said
one of the winning players
from Deepa Academy, her
voice trembling with joy.
Another participant from
Asha Deepa shared, “Every
run we scored felt like break-

ing a barrier. Today, we proved
to ourselves that we are limit-

less.” The day-long event,
which began at 9:30 a.m. and
concluded with a valedictory
ceremony at 6:30 p.m., was
marked by meticulous care for
participants — from meals to
safe transportation — ensuring
a comfortable and inclusive
experience.

A special highlight was the
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presence of inspiring personal-
ities like Sunita, a gold med-
al-winning wall climber, and
Vidya, a visually impaired
changemaker and founder of
Vision Empower and Vemba
Technologies, who has been
recognised by the President of
India for her contributions to
STEM education for the blind.
Their presence added emotion-
al depth and motivation to the

event. Equally commendable
was the patience and dedica-
tion of the two umpires, whose
calm guidance ensured fair-
ness and smooth conduct
throughout the matches. “Offi-
ciating such games requires
empathy and precision. The
umpires showed remarkable
patience and truly upheld the
spirit of the sport,” said organ-
iser Rakshita, founder of Nir-
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maya Foundation.

Sponsors including Vision
Empower, Inner Wheel Club,
Hawaii Steel Doors, and Go-
payana extended vital support,
reflecting a growing commu-
nity backing inclusive sports.

Speaking after the event,
Rakshita, this is not just a tour-
nament; it’s a movement.
These girls are not just players
— they are inspirations. We

Emotlon, Determmatlon and Dreams Shine Brlght on the Fleld

are committed to nurturing
their talent and helping them
reach national and internation-
al platforms.”

With plans to conduct
coaching camps every three
months and identify promising
players for advanced training,
the Heritage Cup is steadily
evolving into a powerful plat-
form for visually impaired
women in Sports.
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1 morerail
coach restaurant
commissioned

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Soon, KSR Bengaluru rail-
way station will get a sec-
ond eatery themed on the
lines of a train compart-
ment. This will be the
third rail coach restaurant
in Bengaluru. Currently,
two such restaurants are
functional in KSR Ben-
galuru and SMVT Ben-
galuru stations, respec-
tively, and both are li-
cenced out to private op-
erators. A third rail coach
restaurant is under com-
missioning to enhance
passenger experience.
Work is going on and is
expected to be complet-
edin 45 days. It will be lo-
cated at the third entry of
the station, South West-
ern Railway’s Bengaluru
Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Ashutosh Kumar
Singh, said.

BWSSB offers
I-time settlement
of pending bills

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) has officially
rolled out the One-Time
Settlement (OTS)
scheme to help consum-
ers with long-pending
water bills. Of the approx-
imately 11 lakh connec-
tions, 5.1 lakh consumers
have outstanding bills.
The board’s February-end
data puts the total arrears
at Rs 851.3 crore, includ-
ing the principal amount
of Rs 539 crore and accu-
mulated interest of Rs 312
crore. To simplify clear-
ance of these dues and
ease financial burden on
consumers, OTS scheme
will be implemented fora
three-month window, April
toJune 2026.

Probe against airport
stafferin harassment
casetogoon

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The High Court has re-
fused to interfere with the
investigation against a
Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL)
staffer accused of sexual-
ly harassing a South Kore-
an woman passenger at
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport. Justice M
Nagaprasanna dismissed
a petition filed by Mo-
hammed Affan Ahmed
(25), a ground staffer
who had challenged the
FIR registered by BIAL
police. At immigration,
you made a South Kore-
anwomanstandina T
position and touched
her. Tell me, should you
be spared, the Judge
asked during the hearing.
Referring to the com-
plaint, the Court said the
woman had detailed the
alleged acts. Why did you
take her to the gents’ toi-
let. The justificationis
that the ladies’ toilet was
occupied.
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Park wrong, pay big as
towing returns to B’luru

Citywide towing aims to curb illegal parking and traffic congestion. GBA and
traffic police launch joint action, with fines of ¥650 for bikes and 1,000 for cars

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major move to tackle
Bengaluru’s worsening traffic
congestion, authorities have
officially restarted towing op-
erations across the city from
Monday after a long gap. The
decision comes as part of a
coordinated effort between
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) and the Traffic
Police Department to clear
illegal parking and improve
road discipline.

The towing drive, which
was initially tested on a trial
basis in central parts of the
city, has now been expanded
across Bengaluru following
its successful implementation.
Officials say the focus is not
only on easing traffic flow
but also on ensuring that
footpaths and roadside spaces

are not misused by parked
vehicles.

As per the revised enforce-
ment, vehicles found parked
in unauthorized locations will
be towed away and fined.
Two-wheelers will attract a
penalty of Rs 650, which in-
cludes both the fine and tow-
ing charges. For four-wheel-
ers, the total penalty has been
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fixed at Rs 1000. Authorities
have clearly stated that the
fine component will go to the
Traffic Police Department,
while the towing charges will
be credited to the GBA.

To strengthen the operation,
at least two towing vehicles
have been assigned to each
GBA zone. Towing vehicles
have already been handed

over to the Traffic Police in
North and Central divisions.
The officials have also pre-
pared a list of abandoned ve-
hicles lying on roadsides, and
these will be the first to be
removed as part of the drive.

Strict instructions have
been issued to motorists to
park only in designated ‘park-
ing bays’. Vehicles parked
outside these marked areas
will face immediate action.
GBA Commissioner has di-
rected the Traffic Police to
enforce the rules strictly to
ensure better traffic manage-
ment across the city.

Authorities believe that
consistent enforcement of
these measures will help re-
duce congestion and improve
accessibility for pedestrians,
making city roads safer and
more organized.

144 TICKET TOUTS HELD IN
BENGALURU RAIL DIVISION

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

With the demand for train
tickets increasing, especially
during festive seasons and
other peak demand periods,
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) is dealing with a signif-
icant challenge of touts, who
book live tickets without
proper authorisation and sell
them to passengers for a com-
mission.In 2025-26, as many
as 144 such touts were arrest-
ed in South Western Rail-
way’s (SWR) Bengaluru divi-
sion alone.

RPF officials said the pres-
ence of touts usually increases
during peak demand periods
and in Tatkal quota. The touts
arrested in 2025-26 were
caught with 277 live tickets,
most in bulk, which RPF esti-
mated to be worth just over

Rs 4 lakh. These touts are
mostly those who pretend to
be agents without getting li-
cence from Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Corpo-
ration (IRCTC)

They create their own pass-
words with their phone num-
bers by buying 2-3 sim cards.
Then they create multiple user
IDs without licence, said a
senior Bengaluru division
RPF officer. Touts usually
book tickets online in bulk
when they are opened for sale
60 days before journey date.
However, with the online
push by IRCTC, RPF said the
numbers have come down in
recent years. We’re suggest-
ing that all passengers opt for
the online mode to buy tickets
and this is part of the railway
strategy to curb the menace of
unending queues and alterca-

tions happening near booking
windows.

We’re actively engaged in
online surveillance, we have a
cyber cell within the division
and in that cell, we analyse
the charts and ticket reserva-
tion patterns to figure out the
touts, Bengaluru RPF’s Senior
Divisional Security Commis-
sioner, Shreyans Chincha-
wade, told. However, the
huge push towards online
tickets has impacted the eco-
nomically weaker sections
who lack funds to pay the
commission for registered
agents. Migrant workers often
camp in reservation offices a
night before to book Tatkal
tickets. One such incident at
Bengaluru Cantonment last
week had led to brawls be-
tween passengers over long
queues.

Biklu murder: Govt goes to HC for
cancellation of Bathi’s bail

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state government (CID)
has filed a petition in the
High Court seeking quash-
ing of the order of the Spe-
cial Court of People’s Rep-
resentatives granting bail to
KR Pura MLA Byrathi
Basavaraj in the murder
case of rowdy sheeter
Shivaprakash alias Biklu
Shiva.

The CID investigating of-
ficer has filed a criminal
application seeking the
quashing of the order issued
by the city’s Special Court
of People’s Representatives
on March 12, 2026. In the
application, KR Pura MLA
Byrathi Basavaraj, who is
the 5th accused in the case,
has been made a respondent.
The application is yet to
come up for hearing.

The investigation into the
case has not been completed
yet. The accused was grant-
ed bail while the investiga-
tion was ongoing. Due to
this, it has been impossible
to complete the investiga-

el S Y
tion into the case. Therefore,
it has been requested in the
petition that the accused’s
bail be cancelled.

The Special Court of Peo-
ple’s Representatives, which
had granted bail to the ac-
cused, had already complet-
ed the investigation into the
case while the applicant was
in police custody. The fact
that there is no need to con-
duct further investigation in
police custody will be clear
from the remand application
filed by the CID investiga-
tors. Therefore, the appli-
cant can be granted bail
with strict conditions, it had
granted bail.

Rowdysheeter Biklu Shi-
va alias Shivaprakash was

murdered in July 2025 in
front of a house near Hala-
suru Lake in Bengaluru.
Based on the complaint
filed by the deceased’s
mother Vijayalakshmi, an
FIR was registered at
Bharathinagar police station
in connection with the mur-
der. Later, the investigation
of the case was transferred
to the CID police.

The fifth accused, Byrathi
Basavaraj, and the 18th ac-
cused, who were investigat-
ed, had submitted a 4,236-
page charge sheet to the
Special Court of People’s
Representatives. Later,
Byrathi Basavaraj’s antici-
patory bail application was
dismissed by the High Court
and the verdict was given on
February 10, 2026.

On February 12, the Su-
preme Court also denied
anticipatory bail to Bairati
Basavaraj. Due to this,
Byrathi Basavaraj was ar-
rested on that day. Later, the
Special Court of People’s
Representatives granted bail
on March 12.

‘Delimitation will cause economic
hardship to southern states’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bangalore Milk Union Limit-
ed (BAMUL) president and
Congress leader D.K. Suresh
on Tuesday alleged that the
delimitation of Lok Sabha and
Assembly constituencies
would not only reduce the
number of seats for South In-
dian States but would also
lead to serious economic
hardship.

Speaking to media persons
in Bengaluru, Mr. Suresh
said, “The southern States
need to wake up. Whether
seats are gained or lost is not

the point.” He was replying to
a question regarding the
Prime Minister’s claim that
delimitation would not result
in a loss of seats for South In-
dia.

All for ‘love™:
Man slits friend’s
throat after
drinking spree
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 42-year-old man was mur-
dered by his friend after con-
suming alcohol near Kick
Bunk Bar in RK Township
Layout in Yarandahalli near
Bommasandra on the night of
March 25. The accused, iden-
tified as Basudev Mallick
(30), had stuffed the body in a
plastic gunny bag and es-
caped. The deceased was
identified as Sunil Nayak, a
construction labourer. The ac-
cused, Mallick, a native of
Odisha, also worked as a con-
struction labourer along with
Nayak.Nayak and his wife
Pushpa had rented a house in
Police Layout in Yarandahalli.
On March 26, Pushpa ap-
proached the house owner, N
Anand, informing him that
her husband had gone miss-
ing. She told him that he had
last visited the house around
2 pm on March 25 for lunch
and had not returned home,
and was not reachable on the
phone.Anand, Pushpa, and
her relatives went in search of
Nayak and found a gunny bag
in an empty space near the
bar. They found Nayak’s body
stuffed in the bag around 4
pm, prompting Anand to alert
the police via helpline 112.
The Hebbagodi police, after
reaching the spot, found that
someone had killed Nayak by
slitting his throat.

A case of murder was regis-
tered, and during the investi-
gation, police found that Nay-
ak and Mallick had purchased
liquor at a bar. Based on the
clues, police began searching
for Mallick. After nabbing the
accused, police learned that
Mallick had allegedly devel-
oped intentions to be in a re-
lationship with Pushpa. He
believed that eliminating
Nayak would clear the way
for him. On the night of the
incident, Mallick targeted
Nayak when he was under the
influence of alcohol. He slit
Nayak’s throat with a knife,
killing him on the spot. He
then stuffed the body in a
gunny bag and planned to dis-
pose of it elsewhere. Howev-
er, noticing people near the
bar, he abandoned the body.
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South to east laydut
approvals map city’s
shifting growth

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The evolution of the city’s ur-
ban sprawl can be traced not
only through skylines, but
also through layouts on paper.
Data from Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA)
shows how the city’s growth
has steadily moved across re-
gions over the past five de-
cades, following land, jobs,
and infrastructure changes.
Between 1972 and 2025,
BDA approved 1,017 layouts
across the city.

In the early decades, devel-
opment was firmly rooted in
south Bengaluru, which still
accounts for 40-43 percent of
all approved layouts. Neigh-
bourhoods such as Uttarahalli,
Begur, and Kengeri became
the first major hubs of
planned expansion, together
accounting for hundreds of
layouts. Large parcels of land,
coupled with proximity to the
city’s older core, made the
southern belt a natural starting
point for organised growth.

But by the 1980s and
1990s, the city’s expansion
had begun to shift. North
Bengaluru, particularly Yesh-
wantpur and Yelahanka, saw
a rise in layout approvals,
driven largely by cooperative
housing societies.

This marked a phase where
organised residential planning
began to spread beyond the
southern base. The next major
shift came after 2000, when
the city’s growth tilted east-
wards.

What had once been periph-
eral zones with limited pres-
ence in BDA records emerged
as key sites of new develop-
ment, reflecting the pull of

‘1in10 layouts
undergoes
revisions’

At least one in 10 layouts
has undergone revisions
after initial approval,
often to accommodate
changes in design or in-
frastructure as demand
rises. Taken together,
the numbers sketch a
clear trajectory: from
south-led expansion to
northward spread, and
then an eastward push
shaped by the IT econ-
omy. In doing so, BDA's
layout approvals offer a
blueprint of how
Bengaluru has grown
and continues to
reshape itself.

employment hubs and im-
proved connectivity. A senior
BDA official said the pattern
of approvals closely mirrors
demand and infrastructure.
Applications are placed be-
fore the town planning com-
mittee. After the committee’s
approval, a plan is issued. We
go through all the documents
to ensure that the plan ap-
provals are in line with the
rules and regulations, the of-
ficial said, adding that appli-
cations are now coming in
from across the city. Despite
these geographic shifts, one
constant stands out: the dom-
inance of residential growth.
Nearly 90 percent of all ap-
proved layouts, about 900 are
residential, while industrial and
commercial layouts together
account for fewer than 20.

No cdomestic LPG crunch: ‘CM,
DyCM waiting to light fire’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

There is no problem with
LPG for homes. Opposition
leader R. Ashok has alleged
that the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister are
waiting to set fire to it.
Speaking at the Mallesh-
waram BJP office, he hit back
at the state government criti-
cizing the central government

over the LPG and auto gas

problem in the state,
saying that first
DKSH should apolo-
gize to the people of
the state. DKSH is
making a fuss about
the gas issue. It is not

just a problem for our state, it

is a problem for all countries.
In Pakistan, a very favorite
country of the Congress, a
country that Rahul Gandhi
admires, the price of petrol is
Rs 500. What does the Con-
gress say about this? He
asked.

The person who planted the
cooker bomb is also from Pa-
kistan. The person who plant-
ed the cooker bomb is not

called DK Shivakumar’s
brother. DK Shivakumar
should have known what is
happening in Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh, America and London
first. Even though there is a
war going on, Modi has talk-
ed to Iran and released the
ships. The ships are coming
from Iran smoothly. He said
he is thankful to Modi for
this.

MLA Ashwath Narayan re-
sponded, saying that
the state government
should talk with fig-
ures. Let them say
how much supply,
how much shortage.
People have a prob-
lem. But the government
should talk correctly with fig-
ures.

The central government has
increased the availability of
commercial cylinders. But
some people are taking ad-
vantage of this. Some are sell-
ing in the black market. The
state government should con-
trol this. It is not right for the
Congress to talk about politics
without doing this work.

Ejipura flyover set for Aug opening, 70% work done

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Flyover likely to open for traf-
fic in early August as GBA
speeds up work; pending hur-
dles near St. John’s cleared
Bengaluru’s long-awaited
Ejipura flyover is finally near-
ing completion, with authori-
ties confirming that the struc-
ture will be opened for vehic-
ular movement in the first
week of August. The Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
has intensified efforts to com-
plete the remaining work
within the set timeline.

According to GBA Chief
Commissioner Maheshwar
Rao, nearly 70% of the fly-
over construction has already
been completed. He stated
that the entire project is ex-
pected to be finished by the
end of July, paving the way
for its public opening soon
after. One of the major hur-
dles that had slowed down the
project, installation of pillars
near St. John’s, has now been
resolved. With this issue
cleared, construction activi-
ties have picked up pace sig-
nificantly. Officials have also

accelerated segment casting
work to ensure there are no
further delays.

To meet the deadline, strict
instructions have been given
to carry out construction work

round the clock. Authorities
have directed teams to work
continuously for 24 hours to
fast-track completion.
Alongside the main flyover
structure, ramp construction is

also being expedited. Special
focus has been placed on com-
pleting the down ramp towards
Madiwala at the earliest, as it is
a crucial component for smooth
traffic flow once the flyover is
operational.

GBA officials believe that
once opened, the Ejipura fly-
over will ease congestion in
one of the city’s busiest corri-
dors and improve connectivi-
ty for commuters. The proj-
ect, which has faced delays in
the past, is now in its final
stages with visible progress
on the ground.




BENGALURU, MYSURU

QUICK READ

Police seek
public help to find
murder suspect

CHITRADURGA
The Chitradurga Kote Po-
lice Station has requested
public assistance in locat-
ing Manjunath, wanted in
connection with the mur-
der of Bin Narasimhappa

(52) at his Nehru Nagar
home. The suspect, from
Haranahalli Shanthinagar
village, is about 5 feet tall,
with a round face, average

build, and oily red com-
plexion. He has a past in-

jury on his right leg and

speaks Kannada. At the
time of disappearance, he
wore a lungi, panche, and
shirt, with a towel around
his head. Anyone with in-
formation is urged to call

9480803145.

Public grievance
meeting scheduledin
Mandya

MANDYA
Officials of the Karnataka
Lokayukta Mandya Divi-
sion will hold a public
grievance meeting on
April 8 from 11amto 1:30
pm at the district taluk of-
fice premises. The pro-
gram aims to receive
complaints, suggestions,
and reports related to
corruption or delays in
government work. DySP
Sunil Kumar H.T,, Police
Inspector Bataraya Gow-
da B.P., Ravikumar M., and
Lepaksha Murthy R.G. will
participate. Citizens can
bring grievances about
officers or employees in
government and
semi-government offices.
The Superintendent of
Police emphasized public
participation to ensure
accountability and timely
action against irregulari-
ties.

Commemoration of
Artist P.R.
Thippeswamy

vThe 26th commemora-
tion of the late artist P.R.
Thippeswamy was held
at his memorial in Har-
tikote, Hiriyur taluk, where
worship ceremonies were
performed.

The event was attended
by Kannada Book Author-
ity President Dr. Manasa,
State Information Com-
missioner Rudranna Har-
tikote, P.R. Thippeswamy
Foundation Trust Presi-
dent Rajashekar Kadam-
ba, Secretary Ma-
hadevashetty, Treasurer
Chandrashekariah, mem-
bers H.R. Shankar and C.
Chikkanna, along with lo-
cal village leaders includ-
ing Nagabhushan.

Mandya farmers gain
from new water projects

In Tubinakere, Bommai honored for filling village ponds, supporting
irrigation and agriculture using Lokpavani River water initiatives

MANDYA

An Agricultural University is
being established in Mandya
district, and officials plan to
empower young farmers to
achieve financial stability,
said Agriculture and District
In-charge Minister N. Chalu-
varayaswamy.Speaking at a
program in Tubinakere Gram
Panchayat, he honored former
Chief Minister and current
MP Basavaraj Bommai for his
role in filling ponds and lakes
for villages including El-
echakanahalli, Yelliyur, Ura-
ma Kasalagere, Ragimud-
danahalli, Jakkanahalli, and
Alugudu Kerekate. The initia-
tive, part of the Elechakana-
halli Ethaniravari Yojana,
uses water diverted from the
Lokpavani River to benefit
farmers and livestock.MP
Basavaraj Bommai highlight-

ed that whlle Mandya is r1ch
in greenery, only 55% of its
land is currently irrigated.
“We will work to provide irri-
gation across the district and
fill village ponds to support
agriculture,” he said. Bommai
also noted that the gates in-
stalled at Krishnarajasagar
reservoir have kept the water
clean and ensured proper irri-
gation for farmland.The pro-
gram was held under the di-
vine presence of Mysore
Paramapujya Jagadguru Sut-

tur Veerasimhasanadheesh
J.S.S. Peetha Chairman Shi-
varatri Desikendra Mahaswa-
miji, who praised the project’s
impact on farmers’ economic
development.Kengeri Vishwa
Vokkaliga Mahasamsthan
Mutt Chairman Sri Nischala-
nandanath Swamiji com-
mended Bommai for address-
ing farmers’ challenges and
supporting rural development
in Mandya.The minister em-
phasized that water availabil-
ity has encouraged youth to
stay in farming instead of mi-
grating to cities, helping them
build financially secure lives.
Srirangapatna MLA A.B. Ra-
mesh Bandisidde Gowda, for-
mer MLA Vijayalakshmi
Bandisidde Gowda, former
Deputy Chief Minister and
current Bengaluru MLA C.N.
Ashwath Narayan, Karnataka
Sangha President Prof.
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dC room,

MANDYA

Mandya MLA P. Ravikumar
has announced plans to devel-
op the Women’s Government
College (Autonomous) with
the construction of an air-con-
ditioned room and a ladies’
lounge costing Rs 1 crore.
Work is expected to begin
within ten days, he said
during the Janapada
Jatre-2026 program held as
part of Kannada Rajyotsava
celebrations.

Speaking at the event, Ra-
vikumar said it is the respon-
sibility of MLAs to ensure
district development. He add-
ed that the college compound
is in poor condition, and a
proposal worth Rs 3 crore has
been submitted for repairs. A
well-equipped new gate for
the college is also planned
this year.The MLA promised
Rs 3 lakh awards for students
achieving the highest marks
in the previous and current

MLA Ravikumar
announced Rs 3 lakh
awards for top students,
invited them to April 30
Mandya University
cultural program
featuring folk arts and
community participation

academic year, encouraging
students to study hard and ex-
cel in life. He invited students
and their parents to participate
in a major cultural program
on April 30 at the Mandya
University campus, which
will host over one lakh stu-
dents.The celebrations includ-

O ibcworldnews.com

Mandya college to get
ladies lounge

ed a colorful procession fea-
turing puppetry, tamate, and
nagari art forms. MLA Ravi-
kumar arrived at the event in
a traditional bullock cart, add-
ing to the festive spirit.

The program was attended
by K. Gururaj Prabhu, Princi-
pal of the Women’s College,
renowned folk singer Umesh
Shivara, and college staff
members Danegowda, Gulle
Arif, K. P. Ravi Kiran, Hema-
latha SP, Anushree, and
Kausalya S. The MLA urged
students to actively partici-
pate in college programs and
contribute to the institution’s
growth.

Kumaraswamy urged NGOs and departments to support HIV-positive individuals with
treatment, government benefits, and reduce stigma for dignity and health

Officials urge better care for HIV patients

CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy
has issued strict instructions
to officials and NGOs to help
HIV/AIDS patients in the dis-
trict access proper treatment
and live without discrimina-
tion.He made the remarks
while chairing a progress re-
view meeting of the AIDS
Control and Prevention Pro-
gram at the District Collec-
tor’s Office Hall on Tuesday.

Kumaraswamy expressed
concern that many HIV-posi-
tive individuals in the district
are hesitant to undergo treat-
ment. He urged NGOs to ac-
tively reach out, counsel pa-
tients, and integrate them into
regular care. “Every infected
person’s health must improve.
Ensure they receive govern-
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ment support, health services,
and regular treatment without
interruption,” he said.The Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er emphasized the need for all
departments to coordinate to
eliminate social stigma.
HIV-positive people should
live with dignity, equality, and
access to benefits such as ra-
tion cards and monthly pen-
sions. The goal is to identify
infected individuals, provide

timely treatment, and reduce
viral load to prevent further
spread.

He also stressed spreading
awareness at the grassroots
level about precautionary
measures to protect others
from infection.

Dr. C.O. Sudha, District Of-
ficer of the AIDS Control
Unit, highlighted the impor-
tance of index testing—test-
ing contacts of infected indi-

viduals. He noted challenges
in achieving the ideal testing
ratio and identified Molakal-
muru and Challakere taluks as
areas with higher treatment
non-compliance and new in-
fections.

Pamphlets were released
during the meeting to raise
awareness about HIV/AIDS.

Other officials present in-
cluded District Health Officer
Dr. G.P. Renuprasad, Taluk
Health Officers Dr. B.V. Gir-
ish and Dr. Raghavendra,
ART Medical Officer Dr.
Roopashree, District Supervi-
sor V. Ashoka, Technical
Training Officer Shivaprasad,
and representatives from
Suchethana Network,
Saukhya Community Organi-
zation, and Development So-
cial Service Organization
NGOs.

Accidental fire destroys
farmer’s millet bins

MAGADI

A devastating accidental fire
near Hosapete village in
Magadi destroyed two large
millet bins belonging to farm-
er Narasimhaiah, wiping out
his cattle fodder and causing
a loss estimated at ¥80,000.
The fire occurred after the
farmer had recently complet-
ed threshing millet grown on
his two acres of land.
Narasimhaiah had stored
the dry millet in bins to en-
sure sufficient fodder for his
cattle during the upcoming
rainy season and summer.
However, strong winds
caused the fire to spread rap-
idly, and despite efforts by
locals, the bins were com-

pletely burnt to ashes.

Speaking about the inci-
dent, Narasimhaiah expressed
deep distress, saying, “We
had grown our crops with
great difficulty. Now all the
fodder is lost, and we are
worried about feeding our cat-
tle in the coming days.” He
urged government and reve-
nue officials to visit the site
immediately and provide
proper compensation.

Villagers quickly gathered
at the site to console the farm-
er and called for prompt ac-
tion by authorities. Village
leaders and farmers demand-
ed that officials inspect the
site without delay and ensure
maximum compensation as
per government rules.

WATER BLOCKADE THREAT

Kannada Literary gems to
be launched on April 13

MAGADI

Under the “Kannada Harmo-
ny Bases” initiative, the Kar-
nataka Government’s Kanna-
da Development Authority
will launch 41 literary works,
including Dr. D.C. Ramach-
andra’s Natha Parampara, at
the Vidhana Soudha Banquet
Hall on April 13. Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah will inau-
gurate the program and unveil
all the works. Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
Kannada Development Au-
thority Chairman Purushottam
Bilimale, Secretary Dr. San-
tosh Hanagal, ministers, and
literary figures will also at-
tend.Natha Parampara is the
seventh book in Dr. Ramach-
andra’s Saraswat Loka series.
The work highlights the histo-
ry of the Natha Panth, a devo-
tional sect that has played a
significant role in promoting
India’s culture globally. Dr.
Ramachandra described the
book as a humble effort to

preserve the heritage and

self-respect symbolized by
the Nath Panth for future gen-
erations.

The program aims to nur-
ture Kannada literature and
culture by promoting valuable
works and recognizing au-
thors’ contributions. Dr. Ram-
achandra’s achievement has
drawn widespread praise from
readers, literary organizations,
and local communities. The
Magadi Taluk Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishad, Doddasomana-
halli Samriddhi Rural Devel-
opment Organization, and
Saprithi newspaper readers
joined villagers and admirers
in congratulating the author
for his literary milestone.

The launch is expected to
inspire writers and students
while strengthening the ap-
preciation of Kannada heri-
tage. Officials noted that such
initiatives play a key role in
keeping the state’s literary
and cultural traditions alive,
while encouraging the next
generation to engage deeply
with Kannada literature.

Farmers warn massive protest over water allocation

MAGADI

Taluk Farmers’ Association
President Hosapalya Lokesh
has warned of a major block-
ade on April 17 if Cauvery
water meant for Magadi lakes
is diverted to the Dabaspet
industrial area.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the town’s tourist cen-
ter on Monday, Lokesh said
the government has allocated
Hemavati water to fill Magadi
taluk lakes. However, despite
opposition from Tumkur’s
elected representatives, the
government has been supply-

ing water to Dabaspet indus-
trial area through large pipe-
lines running across Magadi
town. The work has reported-
ly damaged hundreds of trees
and local roads.Lokesh de-

manded that Magadi lakes
receive water first, followed
by supply to the industrial
area. He called for a meeting
between officials and the
farmers’ association to clarify

the quantity and rate of water
being sent. Otherwise, he
threatened to block the road at
Hospet Circle and dismantle
pipelines using JCBs.He high-
lighted the growing hardships
in Magadi taluk, including
drinking water shortages, in-
sufficient electricity, malfunc-
tioning motor pumps, stalled
village water projects, and
poor bus connectivity. Lokesh
also stressed the importance
of desilting Tippagondanahal-
li reservoir, which could im-
prove water levels in the
Magadi-Kunigal region. De-
spite over X100 crore being

released for the project, it re-
mains incomplete.A massive
bike rally from Magadi to
Tippagondanahalli reservoir
is planned on April 28 by the
Taluk Raitha Sangh, and po-
lice cooperation has been re-
quested.Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar, Bamul
President D.K. Suresh, MLA
H.C. Balakrishna, and other
leaders urged that Cauvery
water should first meet the
needs of Magadi residents.
Congress and JDS leaders
have appealed for calm while
emphasizing the farmers’ con-
cerns.

First hour crucial in saving
accident victims: Dr. Ravindra

CHITRADURGA

The first hour after an acci-
dent or medical emergency is
critical for saving lives, said
District Hospital Surgeon Dr.
Ravindra S.P. during the inau-
guration of a six-day “Com-
prehensive Emergency Care
and Life Support” training
program at Chitradurga Med-
ical Sciences and Research
Institute (CMC & RI).

The program, running from
April 6 to 11, is organized
jointly by Jiva Raksha, Rajiv
Gandhi University of Health
Sciences, and Swami
Vivekananda Yuva Chaluvali.
It aims to provide practical
training for students on emer-
gency treatment methods to
help save lives during acci-
dents and critical situations.

Dr. Ravindra emphasized
that students should learn
these techniques thoroughly
and be prepared to respond
quickly in real emergencies.
Dean of Basaveshwara Medi-
cal College, Dr. Rajesh, and
Medical Superintendent Dr.

Palakshappa highlighted the
importance of such training
for medical students.

Dean and Director of CMC
& RI, Dr. B.Y. Yuvaraj,
thanked the collaborating or-
ganizations and said the pro-
gram would soon be extended
to nursing staff, students, and
other faculty members of the
district hospital.

Dr. Nalina from Siddaganga
Institute of Medical Sciences
and Dr. Lavanya from
Basaveshwara Medical Col-
lege also attended the pro-
gram. The inauguration began
with the national anthem, fol-
lowed by a welcome speech
by Ashwini L.H., a prayer by
student Himant, and a vote of
thanks by student Manoj. The
program concluded with the
singing of the national an-
them.

Officials stressed that emer-
gency training is vital for
equipping medical profession-
als with skills to act fast,
making the first “golden
hour” a life-saving period in
any critical situation.

Folk arts celebrated as
cultural roots in Pavagada

PAVAGADA

A vibrant folklore program in
Gowdathimmanahalli village
highlighted the deep connec-
tion between folk arts and ru-
ral life, with speakers stress-
ing the need to preserve these
traditions.Artist D. Nagaraju
said that all forms of art in the
region have their roots in
folklore. He explained that
songs once sung by farmers to
ease their hard work in fields
are part of this rich tradition.
Folklore, he said, is present in
every custom and ritual of vil-
lage life.The event, titled Ga-
dinad Folklore Geetagaya-
na-2026, was organized by
the Ekalavya Girijan Folklore
Cultural Arts Association in
association with the Kannada
Culture Department under a
tribal sub-project.

Nagaraju noted that Pav-
agada taluk is home to many
unique folk arts, and efforts
are already underway to doc-

ument artists and their contri-
butions.Kannada Sahitya Par-
ishad Hobli president Ho.M.
Nagaraju stressed the need to
record and preserve these art
forms, as many artists belong
to the older generation. He
warned that without proper
efforts, these traditions may
slowly disappear.

He also urged the govern-
ment to establish training and
research centers to encourage
youth participation.

Various folk performances
added color to the event, in-
cluding Kolata, Bhajane, So-
mana Kunita, and puppet
shows. Several artist groups
presented songs, dances, and
traditional music.

A Kalajatha procession was
also held through the village
streets, drawing attention
from locals.

The program saw participa-
tion from many artists, lead-
ers, and villagers, making it a
memorable cultural gathering.
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District summer
camp applications
open for children

Gadag
The Women and Child
Development Depart-
ment has invited applica-
tions for the 2026-27 dis-
trict-level summer camp.
The camp will include
painting, handicrafts, clay
art, group dance, classi-
cal music, karate, yoga,
jewelry making, mehndi,
rural sports, and other lo-
cal activities. Children
aged 5 to 16 can partici-
pate, with priority for gov-
ernment school students,
rural and underprivileged
children, children with
disabilities, and those
from economically back-
ward families. Only 50—
60 students will be se-
lected. Applications must
be submitted by April 18.
For details, contact Ravi
F. Umachagi, Program
Coordinator, Women and
Child Development
Department.

Collect your
Bhagyalakshmi bond
maturity money soon

Chikkaballapura
Beneficiaries of the
Bhagyalakshmi Scheme
who are now 18 years old
can claim the maturity
amount of their bonds.
This applies to those
registered in 2006-07
and 2007-08 under the
Women and Child Devel-
opment Department.
Applicants should visit
their Taluk Child Devel-
opment Scheme Of-
ficer’s office with the
Bhagyalakshmi Bond,
birth certificate, bank
passbook, school re-
cords, ration card, and
Aadhaar card. Officials
will process the applica-
tions and release the
funds. For more details,
contact the Deputy Di-
rector at 9632827508 or
the respective Taluk of-
ficers listed by the de-
partment. Don’t miss
this opportunity.

IN THE HON'BLE COURT OF THE CIVIL JUDGE, AND
JMFC. AT NELAMANGALA
C.Misc. No. 509/12025
PETITIONERS : 1. SMT. SOMAKKA Djo Late
Thimmaiah Aged about 82 years, 2. SRI. HANUMAIAH
Slo Late Thimmaiah Aged about 80 years, 3. SMT.
LAKSHMAMMA Djo Late Thimmaiah Aged about
80 years, Rlat Malonagathihalli village Kasaba Hobli,
Nelamangala Taluk, Bangalore Rural District.
VIS
RESPONDENT : The Thasildar( Registrar of Births and
Deaths), Nelamangala Taluk, NELAMANGALA.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Whereas the petitioners above named has presented
petition to this Hon'ble court under section 13 3) of
Registration of Birth and Deaths Act 1969 for order
direct the respondent authority to get enter the date
of death of petitioner's Father by name Thimmaiah
Slo Late Thimmegowda was died on 10.04.1972 at
Malonagathihalli Village, Kasaba Hobli, Nelamangala
Taluk, Bangalore Rural District. The Hon'ble court has
fixed on 18.05.26 for hearing of the petition and that
if any person/s desire to oppose the said petition or
claim or interest shall appear before the Hon'ble court
in person or by pleader duly instructed at 11 AM Failing
which the said application will be heard and determined
as exparte.
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' Collector pushes faster
land compensation for
Yettinahole project

G. Prabhu urged prioritizing farmer compensation as
Gouribidanur water project progresses, with pipelines
completed and lake-filling underway

CHIKKABALLAPURA

District Collector G. Prabhu
has directed officials to speed
up compensation distribution
to farmers whose lands have
been acquired for the Yettina-
hole drinking water project.

Reviewing the progress at a
meeting held in the District
Collector’s office, he said the
compensation process must
be treated as a top priority to
avoid delays and ensure fair-
ness to affected farmers.

He noted that the ambitious
project, aimed at providing a
permanent drinking water
supply to the district, is pro-
gressing steadily. The Gourib-
idanur gravity feeder pipeline
has reached 257.57 km, and
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about 81.6 km of pipeline
work has been completed.
Officials said the project
will help fill 86 lakes in
Gauribidanur taluk. Compen-
sation has already been award-
ed in 10 villages and is cur-
rently being distributed. In the
remaining 25 villages, officials
were instructed to speed up the
award process without delay.

The Collector also stressed
the need to accelerate land ac-
quisition work related to the
Srinivasapura gravity pipeline
under the same project. He
said there is a strong possibil-
ity that water could reach the
district within a year. Before
that, all related works must be
completed on time. Prabhu
urged engineers and officials
to work carefully and ensure
that no stage of the project
faces unnecessary delays.

He also instructed the Water
Corporation officials to be
fully prepared to effectively
use the available water once
the project is completed. Se-
nior engineers and officials
attended the meeting and re-
viewed progress.

HEALTH EDUCATION KEY
TO STRONG HEALTHY
SOCIETY: MOOGAPPA

CHITRADURGA

Taluk Health Education Officer
B. Moogappa has emphasized
that health education is vital for
building a strong and healthy
society. He spoke at a World
Health Day program organized
by the Health Department at
the Government Industrial
Training Institute near the sta-
dium in Chitradurga.

Moogappa highlighted the
importance of creating aware-
ness among the youth, calling
them the “wealth of the coun-
try.” He urged young people to
adopt healthier lifestyles, eat
nutritious food, avoid junk
food, reduce mobile phone use,
and include activities like exer-
cise, music, laughter, and med-
itation in daily life to improve
well-being. He noted that
World Health Day was first cel-
ebrated on April 7, 1950, and is
observed annually to promote
public awareness about health.
This year’s slogan is “Let’s
stand together with science for
health.”

Sub-District Health Education
Officer J. Gouramma stressed

the importance of personal hy-
giene, environmental cleanli-
ness, and timely vaccination.
She encouraged eligible girls
aged 14 to 15 to take the HPV
vaccine to prevent cervical can-
cer and to consume fresh food
and safe drinking water.

P Sector Health Education
Officer B. Janaki added that
health should be celebrated ev-
ery day, not just once a year.
She encouraged the youth to
donate blood after age 18, re-
duce meat intake, engage in
household chores, and consume
small grains to maintain fitness.

Principal Zarif Ullah said life
without health is meaningless
and urged students to adopt
healthy habits and participate in
extracurricular activities to pro-
mote health values to future
generations.

Senior Health Inspector T.
Srinivas Murthy, ASHA Men-
tor Tabitha, Training Officers
Vanishree, Munir Sheikh,
Shanthakumari, Satish B.
Pradeep Kumar, Nagendra
Gowda, Vani B.T., and students
from the Industrial Training In-
stitute attended the event.

41 Kannada
Literary works
to be launched

on April 13

MAGADI

The Karnataka Government’s
Kannada Development Au-
thority will launch 41 literary
works, including Dr. D.C. Ra-
machandra’s Natha Parampa-
ra, at Vidhana Soudha Ban-
quet Hall on April 13 under
the “Kannada Harmony Bas-
es” scheme.
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah
will inaugu-
rate the pro-
gram, with
Deputy Chief
Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, Kannada Devel-
opment Authority Chairman
Purushottam Bilimale, Secre-
tary Dr. Santosh Hanagal,
ministers, and literary figures
attending.

Natha Parampara is the
seventh book in Dr. Ramach-
andra’s Saraswat Loka series.
The book explores the histo-
ry of the Natha Panth, a de-
votional sect that contributed
significantly to India’s cul-
tural heritage. Dr. Ramachan-
dra said the work aims to
pass on the rich history and
values of the Nath Panth to
future generations, describ-
ing it as “a small attempt to
open the pages of the history
of the Nath Panth, which is a
symbol of the country’s
self-respect and culture.”

Congress rift deepens over

AFZALPUR

Internal differences within the
Congress party in Afzalpur
have come to the surface after
a controversy over MLA M.Y.
Patil’s absence from a road
project event in Mashal village.

The foundation stone laying
program for a Murum road
was organized under the lead-
ership of Congress Backward
Classes State Vice President
J.M. Korabu. The MLA was
expected to attend, but his ab-
sence led to dissatisfaction
among party workers.

There are allegations that
KKRTC President Arunkumar
Patil, who is the MLA’s son,
prevented him from attending
the event. This claim has trig-
gered anger among local Con-
gress leaders.

When MLA M.Y. Patil later
visited Korabu’s residence,
Korabu became emotional
and expressed his disappoint-
ment. He said he had collect-
ed money from farmers with-
out any government support

At a Murum road
foundation event, MLA
absence disappointed

Congress workers;
allegations arose that
KKRTC President Patil

blocked attendance,
despite Korabu funding

2.5 km road himself

to complete the 2.5 km road
work and expected the MLA’s
presence as a sign of respect.

Korabu also stated that
while he respects the MLA,
he has lost trust in his son. In
response, the MLA clarified

leader absence controversy

that his absence was not in-
tentional and was due to prior
commitments. He assured that
he had no intention of hurting
anyone and promised to re-
solve the issue.

The incident has highlight-
ed growing internal conflicts
within the party. Recently,
former minister Malikaiah
Guttedar had also criticized
Arunkumar Patil.

Some leaders have accused
Arunkumar Patil of favoring
his supporters while ignoring
leaders from minority, Dalit,
and backward communities,
further deepening the divide.
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Deputy Commissioner urges
united fight against child labor

RAICHUR

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Shivananda has urged
all departments to work to-
gether to eliminate child labor,
calling it a serious social prob-
lem. He spoke while presiding
over the District Level Coordi-
nation Committee Meeting of
the Labor Department at the
New District Commissioner’s
Office Hall on Tuesday.

Shivananda emphasized that
coordination between depart-
ments is essential to prevent
child labor and juvenile work.
Officers under the Child Labor
and Juvenile Labor (Prohibi-
tion and Regulation) Act were
instructed to actively partici-
pate in surprise inspections
and raids. Children found
working illegally must be pro-
tected, rehabilitated, and
brought back into mainstream
education.

He further stressed that la-
bor department officials
should regularly inspect haz-
ardous workplaces such as fac-
tories, garages, hotels, and
shops. Frequent inspections,
he said, will deter employers
from employing children.
Families of rescued children
should also be provided with
social security benefits and
support to strengthen their fi-

nancial situation.

Shivananda highlighted the
importance of enforcing the
Child Marriage Prohibition
Act, 2006. Girls under 18 and
boys under 21 entering mar-
riage are considered child mar-
riages, and legal action must
be taken. He called for public
awareness programs to edu-
cate people on this issue.

Additional District Superin-
tendent of Police Kumaras-
wamy assured full police co-
operation in eradicating child
labor. He instructed officers to
report any challenges in regis-
tering cases immediately to
ensure swift action.

Officials from various de-
partments attended the meeting,
including Raichur Assistant
Commissioner Dr. Hampanna
Sajjan, Labor Department Dis-
trict Officer Aarti, Health and
Family Welfare Officer Dr.
Surendra Babu, Backward
Classes Welfare Officer
Sunitha, Assistant Director of
Agriculture Pushpa, and Child
Development Project Officer
Manjunath. Shivananda con-
cluded that proper enforce-
ment of the Child Labor Pro-
hibition Act and coordinated
action by all departments can
protect children, prevent ex-
ploitation, and promote their
education and well-being.

Given under my hand and the seal of the court on this
the 02.04.26

By order of the court

Chief Ministerial Officer

Court of the Civil Judge

Junior Division and JMFC, Nelamangala

Advocate for Petitioner: SMT. GAYATHRLA,

Advocates, Next to Court Complex, Tst Floor, Vasu

building, Rajiv Gandhi Nagara, Sondekoppa Road,
Nelamangala Town, Bangalore Rural District

IN THE HON'BLE COURT OF THE CIVIL JUDGE, AND
JMFC. AT NELAMANGALA
C.Misc. No. 508/12025
PETITIONERS : 1. SMT. SOMAKKA Djo Late
Thimmaiah Aged about 82 years, 2. SRI. HANUMAIAH
Slo Late Thimmaiah Aged about 80 years, 3. SMT.
LAKSHMAMMA Dfo Late Thimmaiah Aged about
80 years, Rlat Malonagathihalli village Kasaba Hobli,
Nelamangala Taluk, Bangalore Rural District.
VIS
RESPONDENT : The Thasildar( Registrar of Births and
Deaths), Nelamangala Taluk, NELAMANGALA.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Whereas the petitioners above named has presented
petition to this Hon'ble court under section 13 3) of
Registration of Birth and Deaths Act 1969 for order
direct the respondent authority to get enter the date of
death of petitioner's Mother by name HUCCHAMMA,
Wife of late Thimmaiah, was died on 08.07.2014 at
Malonagathihalli Village, Kasaba Hobli, Nelamangala
Taluk, Bangalore Rural District. The Hon'ble court has
fixed on 18.05.26 for hearing of the petition and that
if any person’s desire to oppose the said petition or
claim or interest shall appear before the Hon'ble court
in person or by pleader duly instructed at 11 AM Failing
which the said application will be heard and determined
as exparte.
Given under my hand and the seal of the court on this
the 02/04/26
By order of the court
Chief Ministerial Officer
Court of the Civil Judge
Junior Division and JMFC, Nelamangala
Advocate for Petitioner: SMT. GAYATHRLA,
Advocates, Next to Court Complex, 1st Floor, Vasu
building, Rajiv Gandhi Nagara, Sondekoppa Road,
Nelamangala Town, Bangalore Rural District

To place a classified
ad contact:

080-41209042

DOCUMENT LOST | CHANGE OF NAME

| Ramesh.G have lost my Original Sale Deed
Documents situated in Mookandapalli village of Hosur
taluk. Krishnagiri Dist., PR Doc No- 3713/2011 Sy No:
472/1C Plot No-100A (Area extend 1200 Sqft) in
Annainagar (SRO Hosur) while some Personal work in
Budikote (K.G.F). Case Registered No. 2035332/2026
SAKALA No. PO 0125260000276
AFF NO -IN-KA- 69154831873132Y

Finder Please Contact or Return to this below Address

RAMESH .G
Res at No.43, Anadhivadi, Hosur, Cattle farm, Krishnagiri Phone: 7708282345

I, PUTTA NAIK, S/o, Baburi
Naik, resident of No. 4, 4th
Cross, Opp. Janya Gardenia
Apartments, Kaveri Nagar,
R.T.Nagar, Bengaluru-560032,
have changed my Minor
Son’s name from GAGAN to
SARTHAK P, vide affidavit
dated: 07.04.2026, before
Notary PRASAD SHETTY.K.B,
Bengaluru.

I, SHUBHA C A W/o B R , KUMAR K S/o LATE
DINESH, R/o Flat No 004, | [ KONAPPA R/o Kencharlahalli
Ground Floor, JC Heights, 5th | | Village, Kencharlahalli,
Main Road, Deshabandhu| [ Chintamani, Chikkaballapur,
Nagar, Doddabommasandra, | [ Karnataka-563125, have
changed the name of my minor
son CHARAN KUMAR K aged
15 years and he shall hereafter
be known as ABHISHEK
KUMARK.

Vidyaranyapura, Bangalore
North, Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560097, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as SHUBHA DINESH.

I, ANU CHAUDHARI (old name), a
resident of NO 4A, 4th floor,
Pranav Radha Krishna Tranquil
Apartment, 67 Later no 167 and
168, Krishna Rajendra Road,
Basavanagudi, Bangalore -
560004, KARNATAKA INDIA, have
changed my name to ANU JAIN
(NEW Name) vide affidavit dated
07-04-2026, sworn advocate and
notary Mohammed Hussain K.

I, DEEPAK KAPOOR S/o K L
KAPOOR R/o C213, Brigade
Millennium, JP Nagar, 7th
Phase, Bangalore South,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560078,
have changed the name of my

minor son RAAGHAV KAPOOR

aged 9 years and he shall
hereafter be known as RANSH

I, GIRIJA R D/o RAJU,
R/o Thoredoddi,
Ittamadu, Ittmadu,
Bengaluru South,
Karnataka562109, have
changed my name and

shall hereafter be known

I, M ANCHAL JAIN (old name), a
resident of NO 19/2, 3RD
FLOOR, 3RD CROSS RANGA
RAO ROAD, SHANKARPURAM,
BENGALURU - 560004,
KARNATAKA INDIA, have
changed my name to ANCHAL
JAIN (NEW Name) vide affidavit
dated 07-04-2026, sworn
advocate and notary

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our client Mrs.N.Vijaya Lakshmi, D/o.
Mr.Natarajan, owner of the Residential
apartment bearing No. 101 in the first
floor comprised in Old Survey No's and
T.8. No's. 1/2, 23, 24, 4/2, situated at
Arumbakkam Village, Egmore
Nungambakkam Taluk, measuring with
an built up area of 1172 Sq.ft with 484
8q.ft of Undivided share of land. Our
Client misplaced the original Title Deed
Viz 1.0riginal Sale Deed registered as
Doc. No. 629/2016 dated 05.01.2006
registered at SRO Kodambakkam
District, 2.0riginal Construction
Agreement registered as Doc No.
628/2016 dated 05.01.2016 registered
in SRO Kodambakkam District. And
also my client logged a complaint in the
Police Unit: Bengaluru City via Lost
Report  No. 2126433/2026 Date:
26/03/2026. Hence It is informed to the
general public that anyone who is/are in
possession of the said documents are
directed/requested to handover the
same to the undersigned within five
days from the date of publication of the
notice. It is further informed that any
body tries to create any encumbrance
on the said property by misusing the
misplaced documents, the same would
not have any legal sanctity and are
punishable under law.

G.Dineshkumar, B.A.B.L.,
Advocate.

I, No. 14659052F, Rank Ex HMT,
Name Biram Saheb, S/o D. Nanne
Saheb, residing at Village Rajeev
Nagar, Post Udayagiri, Tehsil, Dist
Mysuru, Karnataka-570019, have
changed my daughter name from
S MADEEHA to SAYED MADEEHA
vide affidavit sworn before Notary
C P Padma, Mysuru, dated

06-04-2026

GOVERNMENT
WOMEN'’S COLLEGE
NSS CAMP CONCLUDES
SUCCESSFULLY

HUNSUR society. Program
Officer Dr. K.P.
Prasanna outlined
the seven-day
schedule, work ac-
tivities, and respon-
sibilities carried out
during the camp.
Principal Profes-
sor S. Manju high-
lighted the coopera-
tion of village lead-
ers and explained
the importance of
building strong rela-
tionships between
parents, teachers,
and the community.

The special annual
National Service
Scheme (NSS)
camp of Govern-
ment Women’s Col-
lege, Hunsur, con-
cluded with a clos-
ing ceremony at-
tended by retired
principal Puttashet-
ty, Principal Profes-
sor S. Manju, Dr.
Suresh Laksh-
mayya, Head
Teacher Indira, and
journalist Chelu-

varaj. The event included
Addressing the competitions, drama
program, Dr. performances, flag

Suresh M.B. em-
phasized that stu-
dents can achieve
their true goals by
actively participat-
ing in NSS from
the taluk to national
level. He encour-
aged students to
combine extracur-
ricular activities

hoisting, and the
distribution of priz-
es and mementos to
outstanding stu-
dents. Village lead-
ers, camp officers,
and residents partic-
ipated, making the
ceremony a memo-
rable conclusion to
the week-long Bun-

Kalaburagi
farmers
urged to sell
safflower

KALABURAGI

Farmers in Kalaburagi
district have been urged
to sell F.A.Q quality saf-
flower under the state
government’s support
price scheme for 2026.
District Magistrate B.
Fauzia Tarannum an-
nounced that farmers
should visit their nearest
Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Society
(PACS) or TAPCMS
purchase centers to reg-
ister and sell the saf-
flower they have grown.

The registration of
farmers is open until
June 22, 2026, while the
purchase process will
continue until July 2,
2026. Payments for the
safflower purchased will
be made directly
through the DBT portal.
The Karnataka Govern-
ment has appointed the
Cooperative Oilseed
Growers Federation
Limited (KOF) as the
state agency responsible
for procuring quality
safflower in the district.

Under the scheme,
safflower is being pur-
chased at Rs. 6,540 per
quintal, with a limit of
five quintals per acre
and a maximum of 20
quintals per farmer.
During the procurement
process, farmers must
register at the centers
and provide UIDAI bio-
metric verification.

The District Task
Force, chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner,
has organized the pro-
curement through 42
PACS/TAPCMS centers
across Kalaburagi to en-
sure smooth implemen-
tation of the scheme.
Farmers are encouraged
to take advantage of the
support price scheme to
secure fair prices for
their crops and improve
their income.

For more details,
farmers can contact the
Karnataka Government
Cooperative Oilseed
Growers Federation
Limited (KOF) at
9591812142. Authorities
emphasized timely reg-
istration and participa-
tion to benefit fully from

KAPOOR. as ANUPAMAR. Mohammed Hussain K with their studiesto  nykuppe village the government scheme.
: better understand  camp.
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Phoolka opposes govt
move to amend Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar Act

NEW DELHI
Senior advocate and BJP
leader HS Phoolka on
Tuesday criticised the
Punjab government’s pro-
posed amendments to
the Jagat Jyot Shri Guru
Granth Sahib Satkar Act,
2008, calling it a serious
threat to Sikh religious
sentiments and urging
the community to oppose
the move. Phoolka ex-
pressed concern over the
Punjab government’s de-
cision to amend the 2008
Act without consulting
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), the apex body
responsible for managing
Sikh gurdwaras. He
termed the move a mas-
sive attack on the Sikh re-
ligion and said any chang-
es related to religious
matters must involve due
consultation with repre-
sentative institutions.

Bail granted to Sukesh
Chandrashekharin
money laundering case

NEW DELHI
A Delhi court has granted
bail to alleged conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar
ina money laundering
case, citing the funda-
mental right to personal
liberty and the need for a
speedy trial as key
grounds for the decision.
Inits order, the court ob-
served that prolonged in-
carceration without the
likelihood of an early con-
clusion of trial violates
constitutional protec-
tions. Emphasising the
importance of personal
liberty, the court noted
that an accused cannot
be kept in custody indefi-
nitely when the judicial
process is expected to
take considerable time.
The bail was granted un-
der Section 479 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS),
which provides for the re-
lease of an accused after
completing half of the
maximum prescribed
sentence in custody.
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' Rahul hails Kerala nurses for their skill, kindness

LS LEADER OF OPPOSITION DESCRIBED THEM AS THE BACKBONE OF INDIA'S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM,
WHILE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGING THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE IN THEIR PROFESSION

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday lauded nurses from
Kerala, describing them as the
backbone of India’s health-
care system, while also ac-
knowledging the challenges
they face in their profession.

Taking to the social media
platform X, Rahul Gandhi
shared his appreciation for the
dedication and compassion
shown by nurses, particularly
those from Kerala.

He stated that their selfless-
ness and empathy play a cru-
cial role in ensuring that fam-
ilies feel secure when entrust-
ing their loved ones to medi-

cal care.

The remarks were accom-
panied by a video interaction
in which Gandhi engaged di-
rectly with a group of nurses.
During the discussion, partic-
ipants spoke candidly about
the realities of working in
India’s healthcare system,
shedding light on systemic
issues such as heavy work-
loads, staff shortages, and
limited opportunities for ca-
reer growth.

One nurse highlighted the
challenge of balancing patient
care with time constraints,
noting that the demanding na-
ture of the job often leaves
little room for meaningful in-
teraction with patients. De-

spite their desire to provide
emotional support, nurses said
they are frequently over-
whelmed by the sheer number
of cases they must handle dai-

ly.The conversation also
touched upon the growing
trend of nurses seeking em-
ployment abroad. While many
expressed a preference to re-

main in India, they acknowl-
edged that better working
conditions and structured sys-
tems in countries like the
United Kingdom often serve
as strong incentives. Nurses
pointed out that consistent
shift structures and hourly pay
models abroad offer greater
financial stability compared
to India’s fragmented sched-
ules.

Another major concern
raised was the lack of clear
career progression pathways
within India. Nurses ex-
plained that advancing in the
profession typically requires
higher academic qualifica-
tions, such as postgraduate
degrees, which can be both

time-consuming and finan-
cially challenging.

Participants also drew at-
tention to the acute shortage
of healthcare personnel in the
country. In some cases, they
revealed, as many as 20 nurs-
es are required to care for
nearly 100 patients, highlight-
ing the immense pressure on
existing staff.

Reflecting on their experi-
ences during the COVID-19
pandemic, nurses recounted
stepping beyond their tradi-
tional roles during emergen-
cies. Some even performed
critical medical procedures
under extreme circumstances,
underscoring their commit-
ment during times of crisis.

ODISHA COPS LAUNCH MASSIVE
RAID ON CATTLE MAFIA

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Police on Tuesday
launched a large-scale crackdown
on illegal cattle smuggling, car-
rying out simultaneous raids at
multiple locations across Balaso-
re, Bhadrak, and Mayurbhanj
districts, officials said.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police (Eastern Range), Balasore,
Pinak Mishra informed the media
that search operations were con-

stance, Mishra stated that the po-

ducted at around 32 locations
linked to individuals suspected of
involvement in organised cattle
transportation networks.

These locations had been iden-
tified through extensive investi-
gations into cases reported in re-
cent years.

The operation involved a sig-
nificant deployment of personnel,
including 18 platoons of police
forces, eight Additional Superin-
tendents of Police, 17 Deputy
Superintendents of Police, 25 in-
spectors, and 67 Sub-Inspector
and Assistant Sub-Inspector-level
officers. The coordinated raids
were carried out simultaneously
across the three districts to dis-
mantle what officials described
as an entrenched and organised
illegal trade.

According to Mishra, the ac-
tion was based on intelligence
inputs gathered from a detailed
review of multiple cases of ille-
gal cattle transportation in the

The police are carrying out
simultaneous raids at
multiple locations across
Balasore, Bhadrak, and
Mayurbhanj districts to
crack large-scale cattle
smuggling network.

region. During the raids, police
seized more than Rs 50 lakh in
cash, along with substantial
quantities of gold and silver or-
naments. Several vehicles al-
legedly used in the transportation
of cattle were also confiscated.
In a significant development,
the police recovered firearms and
other dangerous weapons from
the targeted locations, indicating
that the smuggling operations
were backed by organised crimi-
nal networks. Officials empha-
sized that the presence of weap-
ons highlighted the seriousness
and scale of the illegal activities.
Reiterating the department’s

lice are adopting a zero-tolerance
approach towards illegal cattle
smuggling.

He added that the operation
was carried out under directives
from the state government and
the Director General of Police to
curb the growing menace.

As part of the crackdown, au-
thorities detained several sus-
pects, including six individuals in
Bhadrak district and four each in
Balasore and Mayurbhanj dis-
tricts. Further investigations are
underway to identify additional
links and dismantle the wider
network.

The intensified action comes
amid a sharp rise in such cases in
recent years. Official data indi-
cates that 473 cases of illegal cat-
tle transportation were registered
in 2023, which increased to 533
in 2024 and surged to 872 in
2025, reflecting the growing
scale of the issue and prompting
stricter enforcement measures.

NHRC seeks report on whistleblowers’ harassment

NEW DELHI

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) has issued notic-
es to the Delhi Police, the
Union Health Ministry,
and the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI), seeking an
Action Taken Report with-
in two weeks over allega-
tions of harassment of
whistleblowers linked to a
recruitment inquiry.
Taking cognisance of
the complaint under the
Protection of Human
Rights Act, 1993, a Bench
headed by NHRC member
Priyank Kanoongo ob-
served that the allegations
prima facie suggest viola-
tions of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.
These include the right to
freedom of speech and ex-

pression, as well as the
right to dignity and priva-
cy.

According to the com-
plaint, the whistleblowers
had raised concerns about
alleged irregularities and
corruption in the recruit-
ment process within FS-
SAI It was claimed that
certain individuals had
secured jobs using fraudu-
lent documents. The com-
plainants maintained that
they had shared findings
of an internal committee
report in good faith, with-
out adding any personal
allegations.

However, they alleged
that instead of addressing
the concerns, authorities
initiated disproportionate
action against them, in-
cluding the registration of
a First Information Report
at I.P. Estate Police Station

in Central Delhi. The com-
plainants argued that such
action violated their fun-
damental rights under Ar-
ticles 19(1)(a) and 21 of
the Constitution, which
guarantee freedom of ex-
pression and protection of
life and personal liberty.

They further claimed
that defamatory content
targeting them was circu-
lated on social media plat-
forms, allegedly aimed at
damaging their reputation.
Additionally, concerns
were raised about the pos-
sible unauthorised access
or leakage of confidential
information from official
sources.

Observing the serious-
ness of the allegations, the
NHRC directed the con-
cerned authorities to con-
duct a detailed inquiry into
the matter.

Tarun Chugh
attacks HP
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govt, predicts
BJPreturn

MANDI

Tarun Chugh, National
General Secretary of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), on Tues-
day launched a strong
attack on the Congress
government in Him-
achal Pradesh, claim-
ing its countdown has
begun and predicting a
BJP comeback within
the next 18 months.
Addressing the par-
ty’s state executive
committee meeting,
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the Congress govern-
ment would soon be
voted out of power
due to its alleged fail-
ure to deliver on
promises made during
the Assembly elec-
tions. He expressed
confidence that the
BJP would form the
next government in the
state with the support
of the people.

Chugh took aim at
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, criticising his
so-called Thaka-Thak
model and claiming it
had failed to bring any
tangible benefits to Hi-
machal Pradesh. He
alleged that the com-
mitments made during
the election campaign
remain unfulfilled,
while citizens are fac-
ing growing difficul-
ties. According to
Chugh, the Congress
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government’s tenure
has negatively impact-
ed the state’s develop-
ment trajectory.

Town Municipal Council, Hosadurga,

Chitradurga District.
Prex® So. 08199-230221 E- ail:tmchosadurga@yahoo.com
Webist: hosadurgatown.gov.in

S| No: TS/C.R-08/2025-26/10/2 Date 06.04.2026

(Tender invited subject to Standard Tender Document Rules)
On the behalf of the Governor of Karnataka, Item wise tenders
are invited through Karnataka Public Procurement portal as
per Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
(Amendment) Act 2016 from eligible registered Contractor for
below mentioned works sanctioned under CMIDP grant of
Hosadurga TMC. Tenders can be downloaded from KPP Portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) filled and uploaded up to 5.00
PM 29.04.2026. For further information visit the below
mentioned websites www.hosadurgatown.mrc.gov.in and
https:// kppp.karnataka.gov.in and is displayed on the Notice
Board of the Office and further information can be obtained
from the technical section during office hours.
Indent No. DMA/2025-26/OW/WORK_INDENT55438/Call-2
Amount put to tender (Excluding GST) (Rupees in Lakhs):-
97,37,873-00 EMD (in Rupees):- 194760-00.
Period:- 9 Months (Including Monsoon season)

Sd/ Administrator, Sd/-Chief Officer,

TMC, Hosadurga. Town Municipal Council,
DIPR/CTA/KSMCA/12/2026-27 Hosadurga

e-Procurement Tender Notification

MARKETING OF 100%

WATER SOLUBLE
FERTILIZERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN ORDER TO MAKE INDIAN FARMING GLOBALLY COMPETATIVE, M/
S. INDU BIOTECH BRINGS YOU THE FOLOWING 100% WATER
SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS AS PER THE ORDER DATED.24/10/2015, IN
PURSUANCE OF NOTIFICATION NOS. 5.0.1909 (E). 28TH DAY JULY,
2014 AND OTHER FOLLOWED BY 5.0.2009 (E}, 24TH OCT 2015,
ISSUED BY MINISTERY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(FERTILIZERS CONTROL ORDER 1985) GOVT OF INDIA

100% WATER SOLUBLE MIXTURE FERTILIZER 100% WATER SOLUBLE MIXTURE FERTILZER
Potassium Nitrate (130-45) N:PK (00:44:44)
Mane-Patassium Phasphate (0-52-34) NPK-B (10:54:10-0.02)
Caleium Nitrate NPK-S{0:9:46-15)
Mano Ammanium Phosphate (12:610) NPK-S{16:8:32-2)
Urea Phesghate 17:44:0) NPK-5{11:84:11-2)
Potassium Magnesium Sulphate( 223:K20) NPK-5{15:15:30-2)
NPK (13:40:13) N.P.K.[12:11:18)
NPK (20:20:20) N.PK. (13-19-13)
NPK-Fe (00:42:47-28)

INDU BIOTECH
G’{.] Godown: Katha Mo. 139, Venkateshwara Budavane,
BIOTECH

Kolluru Road, Srinivasapura, Kolar Dist., Karnataka-

563135
Manufacturing & Office Address:
Survey No. 150, Upparaguda(V), Koheda, Abdullapurmet{M), RR
Dist. Hyderabad- 501505, TG Phone: 9550238079

Government of Karnataka

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Chamarajanagara Division, Chamarajanagara

E-mail: eecnr@kpwd.gov.in/ pwdeechngr@gmail.com Phone/Fax: 08226-295048

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only)

H(Two Cover System: Section-1-Technical Bid and Section-2-Financial Bid)
Short Term Tender Notification No 01/2026-27 Dated: 04.04.2026

Item rate tenders are invited through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only on behalf of
Governer of Karnataka from Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid
document KW-2 & KW-3 form The Total no of works is 2, H/A :- 5054-80-190-0-01-132
KRIDL Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs, 50.00 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is
Rs, 85.00 lakhs, Further changes in this Notification will be Published in Kppp.karnataka.
gov.in Only. Date of events as follows:

1 | Date and Time for downloading the tender document
from the Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal

From 06.04.2026 to
16.04.2026 after 16.30 Hrs

2 | Pre-Bid Meeting Date

09.04.2026 in Division Office
Meeting Hall at 11.00 AM

3 | downloading the tender document
from the Last Date and Time

16.04.2026 upto 16.30 Hrs

4 | Date & Time for opening of Technical bid

17.04.2026 after 16.30 Hrs

5 | Date & Time for opening of Financial bid

21.04.2026 after 16.30 Hrs

No: DIPR: CHANAGAR:17:2026-27

More information can be had from the web site: https://www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in & Any
other details required can be obtained from office of the under signed during office hours.

Executive Engineer,
PWD Division,
Chamarajanagar
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Bribery: (Bl court
sentences ex-railway
official to 5-yrRI

JAIPUR
A special CBI court here
has sentenced former
Western Central Rail-
way employee Jaland-
har Yogi, posted in Ra-
jasthan’s Sawai Mad-
hopur district, to five
years of rigorous impris-
onment in a bribery
case, officials said on
Tuesday. The court also
imposed a fine of Rs
25,000 on the accused,
holding him guilty of de-
manding and accepting
illegal gratification from
a complainant in ex-
change for clearing a
pending bill. According
to the Central Bureau of
Investigation, the case
was registered on June
16, 2020, following alle-
gations that Yogi had
demanded a bribe of Rs
11,500 to process and
clear the final bill for
work completed by the
complainant. After veri-
fying the complaint, the
agency laid a trap and
caught the accused
red-handed while ac-
cepting Rs 10,000
as a bribe.

TN emerges as key
battlefield as DMK seeks
to defend stronghold

CHENNAI
As Tamil Nadu heads
toward a crucial As-
sembly election, the
state’s northern districts
are once again in sharp
focus, emerging as a
decisive region that
could significantly influ-
ence the overall out-
come. The belt, stretch-
ing from Cuddalore to
Tiruvannamalai, has
traditionally played a
pivotal role in shaping
political fortunes in the
state. The DMK enters
the contest with a clear
structural advantage in
the region, having built
a strong electoral base
over successive elec-
tions. The party current-
ly holds a substantial
number of seats here,
reflecting its deep-root-
ed presence and sus-
tained voter support
across constituencies.

Gehlot slams BJP govt
over medical
university delay

JAIPUR
Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Tuesday launched a
sharp attack on the
BJP-led state govern-
ment over the sluggish
construction of the
Marwar Medical Univer-
sity, alleging that the
BJP administration has
failed to protect the as-
pirations of the region.
In the 16th chapter of
his Intezaar Shastra dig-
ital series, the veteran
Congress leader stated
that the Rs 500 crore
project has fallen victim
to official apathy. This is
not just negligence, but
a planned step-mother-
ly treatment towards
Marwar, Gehlot said,
adding that the March
31,2027, completion
deadline now appears
to be merely a decora-
tion on paper.
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BJP slams Mallikarjun Kharge over
"illiterate’ remark, seeks apology

Kharge had said the people of the state were 'educated and clever' and cannot be misled,
unlike those who were 'illiterate' in Gujarat and some other places.

NEW DELHI

A political controversy erupt-
ed on Tuesday after the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
strongly criticized Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge
for his alleged derogatory re-
marks about Gujaratis and
North Indians, as well as his
sharp criticism of the BJP and
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

Addressing a press confer-
ence, senior BJP leader and
Member of Parliament Ravi
Shankar Prasad launched a
strong attack on Kharge, ac-
cusing him of attempting to
malign the legacy of promi-
nent Gujarati figures and
disrespecting patriotic insti-

tutions.

He asserted that Kharge’s
statements were unbecoming
of a national party president
and called for his immediate
resignation on
moral and ethi-
cal grounds.

The con-
troversy
stems from
Kharge’s
remarks in
which
he

allegedly referred to Gujaratis

as illiterates and described the

BJP and the RSS as poison-

ous snakes that should be
crushed.

These comments triggered

a sharp backlash from the

BJP, which accused the Con-

gress leadership of engaging

in divisive and inflammatory

rhetoric.

Prasad questioned the ba-

sis of Kharge’s remarks by

invoking some of India’s

most respected lead-

ers and personal-

ities from Guja-

rat, including

Mahatma

Gandhi,

Sardar Val-

labhbhai

Patel, Morarji Desai, and
Vikram Sarabhai. He asked
whether these iconic figures
could also be considered illit-
erate, calling the statement
deeply offensive to the people
of Gujarat.

Highlighting the state’s
progress, Prasad pointed out
that Gujarat has a literacy rate
of approximately 82 percent,
among the highest in the
country, and has consistently
improved over the years.

He demanded that Kharge
issue a public apology to the
nation for his remarks.

The BJP leader also called
upon Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi to
clarify their stance on
Kharge’s statements, urging

them to either support or dis-
tance themselves from his
comments.

Further intensifying his
criticism, Prasad accused
Kharge of attempting to di-
vide the country by insulting
not only Gujaratis but also
residents of northern states
such as Uttar Pradesh and Bi-
har.

He also alleged that
Kharge’s remarks comparing
the BJP and RSS to poisonous
snakes could incite communal
tensions and polarize commu-
nities.

The row has added a fresh
layer of political friction, with
both parties exchanging sharp
rhetoric as the electoral battle
gains momentum.

Maha cabinet approves new
dept of electronics, IT and Al

MUMBAI

In a significant move aligned
with the ‘Viksit India 2047’
vision, the Maharashtra Cab-
inet led by Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Tuesday
approved the creation of a
dedicated department for
Electronics, Information
Technology, and Artificial In-
telligence.

The Cabinet approved the
transformation of the existing
Directorate of Information
Technology into the Director-
ate of Electronics, IT, and Al,
marking a major administra-
tive upgrade.

Alongside this, a new IT
cadre will be established,
comprising permanent posi-
tions across ministerial de-
partments, the Commission-
er’s office, and district-level
offices. This move is expected
to streamline governance and
enhance the implementation
of digital initiatives across
Maharashtra.

The decision comes shortly
after Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis highlighted in the
state legislature that Maha-
rashtra is emerging as a front-
runner in the field of artificial
intelligence startups.He em-

New IT-Al dept,
Mahavitaran
restructuring, geospatial
push and World Bank-
backed disaster
programme among key
decisions taken by the
Cabinet.

phasized that the government
is actively promoting fintech
and Al-based enterprises as
part of its broader ambition to
transform the state into a tril-
lion-dollar economy. Accord-
ing to him, technology will
play a central role in driving
this economic transformation,
with a strong focus on inno-
vation and entrepreneurship.
In addition to the IT and Al
push, the Cabinet also ap-
proved financial restructuring

measures for Maharashtra
State Electricity Distribution
Company Limited (Mahavi-
taran). Government-backed
bonds worth Rs 32,679 crore
will be issued in the capital
market to manage state-guar-
anteed loans. The Cabinet fur-
ther cleared plans for the de-
merger of the company’s ag-
ricultural distribution business
and its eventual listing on the
stock market.

The Cabinet also approved
the establishment of the Ma-
harashtra Geotechnology Ap-
plication Centre (MahaGeo-
Tech), which will focus on
leveraging geospatial technol-
ogy to improve governance,
research, and innovation. The
centre will support education-
al and professional develop-
ment programs while enhanc-
ing administrative efficiency.

Raut slams Parth Pawar,
alleges ‘threat tactics’ by BJP

MUMBAI

The political atmosphere in
Mabharashtra has intensified
following the filing of
nomination papers by Sun-
etra Pawar for the Barama-
ti bypoll. The decision by
Congress to field a candi-
date against her has
sparked a war of words be-
tween the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) and its
allies, with Shiv Sen-
a(UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut firmly back-
ing Congress'
right to contest.
Responding
to NCP MP
Parth Pawar’s
claim that Con-
gress’ decision to
contest marks the be-
ginning of its downfall in
Maharashtra, Sanjay Raut
at the press conference
aligned himself with the
stance taken by veteran
leader Sharad Pawar. I
agree with Sharad Pawar.
Congress is a national par-
ty and has every right to
contest the election, he
stated. He pointed out the
irony in Parth Pawar's crit-
icism, reminding him of

recent history. Parth's fa-
ther, Ajit Pawar, contested
the Pimpri-Chinchwad
by-election following the
death of Laxman Jagtap,
and he did so with the help
of Congress. If they could
seek help then, why
shouldn't Congress contest
now? he asked.

Sharad Pawar had previ-
ously snubbed Parth’s com-
ments, stating that express-

ing views on major po-

litical decisions re-
quires a level of
maturity.

The contro-
versy extended
beyond Bara-

mati to the Ra-
huri constituency,
where former

NCP(SP) Minister Pra-

jakt Tanpure withdrew his
candidacy. While some
claimed Tanpure was per-
suaded to step down, Raut
alleged a darker reality. No
one 'persuades' in today's
politics; they threaten, Raut
charged. He questioned the
involvement of BJP leaders
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil
and Ravindra Chavan. Are
they great revolutionaries
or freedom fighters?
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South Africa sees
upcoming summit as
platform to bolster

economic ties
NEW DELHI

South Africa’s High Commis-
sioner to India, Professor Anil
Sooklal, sees the upcoming
India-Africa Forum Summit
(IAFS) as an opportunity to
strengthen his country’s eco-
nomic ties with India across
the pharmaceutical, green en-
ergy, IT, and agricultural sec-
tors.The summit aims to see
how relations between the
African continent and India
can be intensified, expanded
and maximised, Sooklal said
in an interview published in
Independent Online (IOL)
news portal. He pointed out
that India is a pharmaceutical
hub of the world, with many of
its companies operating exten-
sively across the African con-
tinent, including South Africa.l
believe the decision by the Af-
rican Union to have South Af-
rica as the pharmaceutical hub
of the African continent pro-
vides us with an opportunity to
partner with India in this sec-
tor, he observed. He said that
green energy was another po-
tential area for cooperation, as
India, along with France,
founded the International Solar
Alliance. The country has tak-
en major strides in solar, wind,
and hydrogen as part of its
green energy campaign, and
these were areas on which
South Africa and the African
continent are also focusing.

They (India) are also on a
massive green energy drive.
India, with France, founded the
International Solar Alliance.
High focus on solar energy,
wind energy, and green hydro-
gen, Sooklal said.

We are already partnering
with India on the energy front,
but I believe we can do much
more, especially on green en-
ergy, he remarked.

On the industrial front,
Sooklal noted that India’s Ma-
hindra& Mahindra has an as-
sembly plant in South Africa,
but his government is keen that
the Indian tractor maker sets
up a manufacturing plant in the

country.

‘Cong-CPI-M exploiting Sabarimala issue for electoral gains’

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala BJP President Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Tuesday
accused the CPI-M and the
Congress of exploiting the
sensitive Sabarimala temple
issue for electoral gains ahead
of the Assembly elections
scheduled for April 9.
Chandrasekhar alleged that
both the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and the Con-
gress have repeatedly used the
issue of women’s entry into
the Sabarimala Temple as an

emotional tool to influence
voters. He described the con-
troversy as a classic example
of how political parties at-
tempted to interfere with
long-standing religious tra-
ditions, particularly during
the 2018 episode when the
temple entry issue triggered
widespread protests.

He claimed that when the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and many devotees opposed
the move, thousands of pro-
testors were allegedly jailed
and faced legal action. Ac-

| SETTO UNSETTLETMC? |

cording to him, the Con-
gress maintained silence at
the time and indirectly sup-
ported the CPI-M govern-
ment’s stand on allowing
women of all age groups
into the temple, following a
landmark court ruling.

The BJP leader further al-
leged that both parties have
now changed their stance
ahead of elections. He spe-
cifically criticized Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, accus-
ing him of attempting to
present a different position

on the issue during the cam-
paign period.

Chandrasekhar also raised
allegations related to a gold
theft case linked to Sabari-
mala, claiming that individ-
uals involved were seen in
photographs with Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi and
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan. .

He questioned the credi-
bility of both parties in rais-
ing the issue now, suggesting
that their intentions were po-
litically motivated.

Modi to address multiple rallies as BJP
steps up Bengal campaign

KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to intensify
his election campaign in West
Bengal this week by partici-
pating in a series of rallies
and roadshows ahead of the
state’s crucial two-phase As-
sembly elections scheduled
later this month.

According to party sources,
the Prime Minister is likely to
attend seven campaign pro-
grammes between April 9 and
April 12 across several dis-
tricts in West Bengal. The
campaign push is being seen
as a key effort by the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) to
strengthen its position in the
state.

As per the tentative sched-
ule, on April 9, Modi may ad-

dress three major rallies in
Asansol in West Burdwan
district, Suri in Birbhum dis-
trict, and Haldia in East Mid-
napore district. These back-
to-back events are expected to
draw large crowds and ener-
gize party workers ahead of
polling.

On April 11, the Prime -
Minister is scheduled
to continue his cam-
paign with three more
rallies in Jangipur in
Murshidabad district,
Katwa in East Burd- |
wan district,and
Balurghat
in South /7
Dinajpur
district.
Later
that day,
he is ex-

pected to stay overnight in
Siliguri, located in the Dar-
jeeling district.

The following day, April
12, Modi is likely to hold a
roadshow in Siliguri town,
which is considered political-
ly significant in North Ben-

gal. Further details of

~ the programme are

. awaited from party
| officials.

Earlier, on April
5, the Prime Minis-
ter had launched his
campaign in the
state with a major
~rally in

Cooch Be-
. har, setting
| the tone
| for an ag-

gressive
| election

strategy. According to party
insiders, Modi is expected to
participate in a total of 14
campaign events, including
rallies and roadshows, during
the election period.

His final campaign event is
likely to take place in the
Bhabanipur Assembly constit-
uency in South Kolkata,
where a high-profile contest is
underway between Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee of the All India Tri-
namool Congress.

The West Bengal Assembly
elections will be conducted in
two phases on April 23 and
April 29, covering all 294
constituencies.

The counting of votes and
declaration of results are
scheduled for May 4.

Thunderstorms, lightning,
hail likely in parts of MP

BHOPAL

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), Meteorolog-
ical Centre Bhopal, on Tues-
day issued a warning for
thunderstorms accompanied
by lightning and gusty winds
at isolated places across sev-
eral districts of Madhya
Pradesh on Wednesday.
According to the daily
weather bulletin, rainfall oc-
curred at isolated places in
Gwalior and Jabalpur divi-
sions during the last 24 hours,
while the rest of the state re-
mained largely dry.
Maximum temperatures re-
mained below normal by 3.2
degrees Celsius to 3.6 degrees
C in most divisions, with the
highest maximum tempera-
ture recorded at 37.8 degrees
C in Narmadapuram. The
lowest minimum temperature
was 14.2 segrees C in Pach-
marhi (Narmadapuram).
Rainfall or thundershowers
with lightning are likely at
isolated places in districts in-
cluding Vidisha, Rajgarh,
Ratlam, Agar, Mandsaur,
Neemuch, Guna, Ashoknagar,
Shivpuri, Gwalior, Datia,
Bhind, Morena, Sheopur, Sin-

grauli, Sidhi, Rewa, Mauganj,
Satna, Panna, Damoh, Sagar,
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh, and
Niwari. The remaining dis-
tricts of the state are likely to
remain dry.

In Gwalior, Datia, Bhind,
and Morena, there is also a
possibility of a hailstorm
along with thunderstorm,
lightning, and strong gusty
winds. A senior IMD official
stated, Isolated thunderstorms
with lightning and gusty
winds are likely today. Hail
may occur in some northern
and western districts. People
should avoid going out during
stormy weather and take nec-
essary precautions.Stay in-
doors during thunderstorms,
keep windows and doors
closed, and avoid unnecessary
travel. They also advised not
to take shelter under trees or
near electric poles, unplug
electrical devices, and stay
away from metallic objects.
Farmers are advised to avoid
irrigation, spraying of fertiliz-
ers or pesticides, and provide
support to vegetable crops.

Keep livestock in safe shel-
ters, ensure proper drainage in
fields, and cover harvested
produce, they said.
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PM Modi hails to
Lam’s Vietnam
victory

India
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated To
Lam on his election as Vi-
etnam’s President, ex-
pressing eagerness to
strengthen the nations’
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Modi praised
the long-standing friend-
ship, saying it will continue
to grow under Lam’s lead-
ership. Lam, confirmed by
Vietnam’s National As-
sembly with full support,
previously served briefly as
President and leads the
Communist Party of Viet-
nam. India and Vietnam,
celebrating 50 years of
diplomatic ties, have ele-
vated relations to a strate-
gic level. Modi emphasized
working together for re-
gional progress and pros-
perity, highlighting shared
goals under the “Joint Vi-
sion for Peace, Prosperity
and People.”

Ex-speaker Shirin
Chaudhury arrested in
Dhaka

Dhaka
Bangladeshi police arrest-
ed former Parliament
Speaker Shirin Sharmin
Chaudhury, the country’s
first female speaker, from
her Dhanmondi residence.
She is being interrogated
in cases linked to protests
in Banani, Uttara, and a
2024 Rangpur shooting
that killed gold worker
Muslim Uddin. Sixteen
others, including former
minister Tipu Munshi, are
also implicated. Chaud-
hury served four consecu-
tive terms and stepped
down after the Awami
League government fell in
2024. The party con-
demned the arrest, calling
it part of ongoing political
repression, citing repeat-
ed detentions, custodial
deaths, and violations of
fundamental rights under
the BNP-led government.

Pakistan orders
early market closures
amid crisis

Islamabad
Pakistan has ordered
markets and shopping
malls to close by 8 pm to
save energy amid soaring
global fuel prices caused
by the Middle East con-
flict. Bakeries, restaurants,
and wedding halls must
close by 10 pm, while
medical stores remain
open. Fuel prices have
surged sharply, prompting
temporary price cuts and
government austerity
measures, including a
four-day workweek and
20% budget cuts. The cri-
sis follows regional ten-
sions after US-Israel
strikes on Iran, disrupting
energy supply. Authorities
say these steps are es-
sential to manage short-
ages and reduce econom-
ic pressure on households
and businesses.
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India grants millions to

support Bhutan’s growth

India strengthens ties with Bhutan, releasing Rs 42.3 crore to support
development, culture, infrastructure, and education projects.

THIMPHU

India has strengthened its
deep friendship with Bhutan
by releasing a fresh grant of
Rs 42.3 crore to support the
neighboring nation's develop-
ment. This funding is part of
India’s massive commitment
to Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year
Plan. During a high-level
meeting held in Thimphu, In-
dian officials handed over the
funds to help build bridges,
upgrade schools, and preserve
the country’s unique spiritual
heritage.A significant portion
of the money, about Rs 16.86
crore, is dedicated to improv-
ing facilities for Bhutan’s

monks and nuns. This will
ensure they have safer and
better places to live and study,
helping to keep their ancient
cultural traditions alive. An-
other large slice of the fund-
ing was used for the recently
finished Khuru-Kuenphen
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bridge, a modern structure de-
signed to make travel easier
for locals.The partnership also
focuses on making roads safer
and faster. Over Rs 5 crore
was released to upgrade a key
17-km stretch of the Northern
East West Highway. Better

roads mean shorter travel
times and lower costs for
drivers. Additionally, India is
investing in Bhutan’s future
leaders by funding the Royal
Institute of Management. This
money will buy new comput-
ers, fix up student housing,
and connect the school with
top Indian institutions.India
has promised a total of Rs
10,000 crore to Bhutan for
this plan period. From mega
farms to irrigation and job
training, the two nations are
working hand-in-hand. This
latest payment proves that the
bond between these two Hi-
malayan neighbors remains
rock solid.

FAISALABAD

The soul of Faisalabad is
slowly disappearing as dozens
of its most iconic historic
buildings are being razed to
the ground.

Heritage experts are sound-
ing the alarm, warning that
administrative neglect and a
rush for commercial profit are
erasing the city’s cultural
identity. From ancient temples
to colonial rest houses, the
physical markers of the sub-
continent’s shared history are
being replaced by shopping
plazas and parking lots.

Mian Ajaz Bashir, a senior
journalist and art advocate,
recently highlighted several
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heartbreaking losses. Among
them is the 1906 Arya Samaj
temple in Jhang Bazaar, once
a vital spiritual hub, which
was demolished for a com-
mercial building. Similarly, a
British-era rest house built for
weary travelers has been
carved into tiny shops, while
a historic municipal building
now serves as nothing more
than a place to park cars.

The destruction even touch-
es the legacy of Pakistan’s
founders. A residence that fa-
mously hosted Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah in
1946 has been replaced by a
fast-food outlet and a bank.
Even libraries and banks from
the early 1900s have reported-

Faisalabad’s history vanishes
- under concrete and neglect

PAKISTAN GRANTS 2,800 VISAS
FOR BAISAKHI PILGRIMS

Lahore Pakistan has issued over 2,800 visas to Indian
pilgrims for the upcoming Baisakhi celebrations.
Pilgrims will visit important Sikh sites, including

Gurdwara Panja Sahib, Gurdwara Nankana Sahib, and

Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib. Saad Ahmad Warraich,
Pakistan’s Charge d’Affaires to India, extended
greetings and wished pilgrims a fulfilling spiritual
experience. He said the visit shows Pakistan’s
commitment to promoting cultural and religious
harmony and its role in preserving sacred sites with
respect and care. The pilgrimage is part of the Bilateral
Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines, 1974, which
allows structured cross-border visits. Baisakhi marks
the Sikh harvest festival and the formation of the
Khalsa in 1699. Authorities on both sides have
coordinated travel, accommodation, and site access to
ensure safety and smooth arrangements. The initiative
is widely welcomed, offering spiritual growth and
stronger cultural ties between the communities.

ly been taken over using
forged papers and turned into
modern developments.
Advocates argue that the
government is failing to en-
force the Punjab Special
Premises Act of 1982, which
was designed to protect these
very sites. Bashir has urged

authorities to immediately re-
view property records and
halt illegal encroachments.
Without urgent action, the
tension between urban growth
and history will leave Faisal-
abad a city without a past,
stripping future generations of
their heritage.

Japan deepens
ties with India
TOTTORI

The Governor of Japan’s Totto-
ri Prefecture, Shinji Hirai, has
pledged to build a powerful
new partnership with India cen-
tered on "people-to-people”
connections. Known for its
stunning sand dunes and rich
farming, Tottori is now turning
its sights toward Odisha State
to create a lasting bond. Gover-
nor Hirai, a former high-rank-
ing official, believes that mu-
nicipal diplomacy—cities
talking directly to cities—is the
best way to ensure global peace
and shared prosperity. The col-
laboration is already moving
fast, going well beyond simple
handshakes.

SUDO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?
7 3 5 8
3 8 7 1 4 6 9
6 4 5 7 1 3
5 8 1 4
2 9 3 7
3 9 4 7 8 2 1
9 5 2 4 6 8
6 8 9 1 2
8 1 6 7 4 5
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column,
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
Every puzzle has only on correct solution.

Empty rallies signal end
of Khalistan movement?

BRAMPTON

The influence of the banned
terror group Sikhs for Justice
(SFJ) appears to be collapsing
as its recent "referendum"
events in Canada failed to at-
tract crowds. Once claiming
massive support, the group’s
latest call for anti-India pro-
tests in Brampton and Surrey
turned out to be a "damp
squib."

While authorities prepared
for thousands, witnesses re-
ported as few as twenty peo-
ple actually showed up, sig-
naling a massive shift in pub-
lic sentiment.

Intelligence officials say the
dwindling numbers prove that
the local community is tired
of vandalism and see the
movement as a "money-mak-

ing racket" rather than a gen-
uine cause. People are in-
creasingly unwilling to sup-
port a group linked to gang-
sters and criminals. Further-
more, the youth in Punjab
have been actively educated
about the dangers of the
movement, cutting off the
group's core base of support.

A major turning point has
been the new cooperation be-

tween Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Canadian leader
Mark Carney. Canada recent-
ly passed Bill C-9, a strict law
against hate crimes that bans
intimidating demonstrations
near places of worship. This
law, combined with local
"safety zones" that keep pro-
testers 100 meters away from
temples, has left SFJ leaders
frustrated and powerless on
the streets.

Experts believe this loss of
physical support will push the
group to increase its digital
attacks and hate videos on-
line. However, with India and
Canada now working together
to nip these activities in the
bud, the era of street intimida-
tion seems to be over. The
"lost cause" of Khalistan is
finally hitting a dead end.
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Nepal foreign
minister to attend
Indian Ocean meet

KATHMANDU

Nepal’s Foreign Minister,
Shishir Khanal, is preparing
for a high-profile diplomatic
debut at the ninth Indian
Ocean Conference in Mauri-
tius this week.

The three-day event will
gather global leaders to dis-
cuss the future of one of the
world's most important mari-
time regions. This trip marks
the first official foreign visit
by a Cabinet minister since
Prime Minister Balendra
Shah’s government took of-
fice last month.

The conference is a major
international platform co-or-
ganized by India and Mauri-
tius. While Nepal is a land-
locked Himalayan nation, its
participation highlights how
deeply connected every coun-
try is to global trade and secu-
rity. Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Lok Bahadur Poudel
Chettri confirmed that prepa-
rations are underway for the
Minister’s address. Khanal is
expected to meet with several
counterparts from across Asia
and Africa to strengthen bilat-
eral ties and discuss regional
cooperation.

This year’s theme, "Collec-
tive Stewardship for Indian
Ocean Governance," focuses
on protecting the environment
and ensuring maritime securi-
ty. Experts, scholars, and gov-

Shishir Khanal will debut
at the Indian Ocean
Conference in Mauritius,
engaging global leaders
on maritime security,
climate, and regional
cooperation.

ernment heads will tackle
tough challenges like climate
change, natural disasters, and
shifting geopolitical power.
Since its start in 2016, the fo-
rum has become a vital space
for countries like India, Aus-
tralia, and Singapore to col-
laborate on keeping trade
routes safe and sustainable.

For Nepal, the summit of-
fers a chance to engage with
major global powers on eco-
nomic development and
shared interests. As the Indian
Ocean region grows more
strategically significant, these
talks aim to foster a spirit of
partnership that benefits ev-
eryone, from the high moun-
tains to the deep sea.

B’desh foreign minister’s
landmark India visit to
reset bilateral ties

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister,
Khalilur Rahman, is traveling
to New Delhi for a "goodwill
visit" aimed at repairing and
elevating the relationship be-
tween the two neighbors.

This marks the first
official trip to India by
a Bangladeshi minister
since the new govern-
ment took office in
February. Officials in
Dhaka believe this
meeting will lay a vital
foundation for more productive
and sustainable cooperation in
the coming years.

The visit comes at a sensitive
time. Ties had become strained
over the last 18 months during
an interim period marked by
anti-India rhetoric and concerns
over the safety of minorities.
Now, both nations seem eager
to move forward with a "posi-
tive and constructive" ap-
proach. Minister Rahman is
scheduled to meet with India’s

Foreign Minister and National
Security Advisor to discuss sta-
bility based on mutual respect
and trust.

A major priority for Dhaka is
the full restoration of Indian
visa services, which have been
limited since July 2024 due to
security concerns.
Many Bangladeshis
rely on these visas for
medical tourism, and
the current restrictions
have hit families and
businesses hard. Other
key topics on the table
include energy cooperation,
better border management, and
long-standing debates over
sharing river water.

Before heading to a global
conference in Mauritius later
this week, the Minister's stop in
New Delhi signals a fresh start.
Recent high-level meetings be-
tween diplomats and military
leaders suggest that both sides
are ready to focus on shared
interests like regional peace
and trade.

WHO suspends Gaza evacuations
following tragic death

GENEVA

The World Health Organization
(WHO) has officially halted all
medical evacuations from Gaza
after a contract worker was
killed in a violent "security in-
cident." Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
announced the suspension, not-
ing that while two other staff
members at the scene were un-

i harmed, the risks have become

too great. This move effectively
freezes the critical lifeline used
to transport severely ill and in-
jured patients to Egypt for
life-saving surgery.The suspen-
sion comes at a devastating
time for Gaza’s healthcare sys-
tem, which is already on the
brink of total collapse. With
specialized care unavailable
locally, these transfers through
the Rafah crossing were the
only hope for many.

Lethal measles outbreak claims over 100 lives

DHAKA

A devastating measles out-
break is sweeping through
Bangladesh, claiming at least
118 lives since mid-March.
The country’s health depart-
ment confirmed that the vast
majority of these victims are
children.

Over 2,000 suspected pa-
tients are fighting for their
lives in hospitals across the
nation. The situation has be-
come so critical that medical
experts are calling for imme-
diate and massive reform to
the country’s struggling

healthcare system.

Health officials have traced
the root of this crisis back to a
series of administrative fail-

ures over the past two years.
According to former health
director Benazir Ahmed, the
previous interim govern-

ment’s decision to cancel key
funding programs led to a se-
vere vaccine shortage. This
was made worse by several
worker strikes in 2025 and the
cancellation of a major immu-
nization campaign that was
supposed to happen last year.
Because of these delays, some
regions were forced to ration
life-saving shots starting in
January.

At the Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital alone, 42
deaths have been reported,
highlighting how quickly the
virus is spreading in crowded
areas. Public health experts

warn that measles is incredi-
bly contagious, with one in-
fected person capable of
passing the disease to nearly
18 others.While the govern-
ment has now launched an
emergency vaccination drive,
specialists say these “band-
aid” solutions are not
enough. They argue that
without steady funding and a
reliable supply chain, more
children will remain at risk.
As the nation marks World
Health Day, the focus re-
mains on stopping the spread
and protecting the next gen-
eration.
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HARRY MAGUIRE

signs contract extension,
commits future to
Manchester Umted

MANCHESTER

Harry Maguire has signed a
one-year contract extension
with Manchester United, with
an option to prolong his stay
by a further 12 months, secur-
ing his future at Old Trafford
beyond the current season.
The 33-year-old defender,
whose previous deal was set to
expire at the end of the cam-
paign, has earned the exten-
sion following a strong resur-
gence after a challenging peri-
od at the club. Once consid-
ered surplus to requirements,
Maguire has re-established
himself as a key figure in the
squad through consistent per-
formances and leadership.
Manchester United’s direc-
tor of football, Jason Wilcox,
praised Maguire’s profession-
alism and influence within the
team. “Harry represents the

mentality and resilience re-
quired to perform at this club.
He brings invaluable experi-
ence and leadership to a
young and ambitious squad,”
Wilcox said.

Maguire joined United in
2019 from Leicester City in a
deal worth around $97 mil-
lion, then a world-record fee
for a defender. Since then, he
has made 266 appearances for
the club and played a vital
role in their domestic success,
including triumphs in the FA
Cup and League Cup.

After losing his regular
starting position under former
manager Erik ten Hag in
2023, Maguire’s future at the
club appeared uncertain.
However, his determination
and work ethic have helped
him regain form and confi-
dence, earning him renewed
trust at both club and interna-
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tional levels.

His improved performances
have also led to a recall to the
England national football
team setup ahead of the up-
coming World Cup, underlin-
ing his return to prominence.

Expressing his delight, Ma-
guire described playing for
Manchester United as “the
ultimate honour.” He added
that representing the club

brings immense pride to him
and his family and reaffirmed
his commitment to contribut-
ing to future success.

With this extension, Magu-
ire is set to complete at least
eight seasons at Old Trafford,
continuing his journey with
one of football’s most storied
clubs while aiming to add
more silverware and memora-
ble moments.

Tehran seeks venue change citing security concerns amid ongoing regional tensions

Iran awaits FIFA decision on shifting
World Cup matches from United States

TEHRAN

Iran is awaiting a response
from FIFA regarding its re-
quest to relocate World Cup
matches from the United
States to Mexico, with partic-
ipation in the tournament
hinging on the outcome.

The Iranian football federa-
tion has formally sought a
venue change for its group-
stage fixtures, citing security
concerns linked to ongoing
geopolitical tensions in the
region. The request comes
amid Iran’s broader policy re-
stricting travel by national
teams to countries it considers
hostile.

Iran’s Minister of Sport,
Ahmad Donyamali, said the

government would take a fi-
nal call on participation only
after FIFA responds. “If our
request is accepted, Iran’s
presence in the World Cup
will be certain. However, we
are still awaiting an official
reply,” he said in an interview.

Iran are currently scheduled
to play all their Group G
matches on American soil, in-
cluding fixtures in Los Ange-
les and Seattle. Their oppo-
nents include New Zealand,
Belgium, and Egypt.

Despite the concerns raised
by Tehran, Gianni Infantino
recently indicated that Iran’s
matches would proceed as
originally scheduled. Howev-
er, [ranian authorities remain
unconvinced, stressing the

need for firm security assur-
ances before committing to
travel.

The situation has been fur-
ther complicated by remarks
from Donald Trump, who said
Iran’s team would be wel-
come in the United States but
raised questions about safety
in the current climate. He lat-
er clarified that any potential
threats would not originate

from the US.

Donyamali reiterated that
ensuring player safety is par-
amount and noted that provid-
ing guarantees in the limited
time before the tournament
could prove challenging. “Ac-
cording to FIFA regulations,
security must be ensured by
the host nation, but under
present circumstances, this
remains uncertain,” he said.

The FIFA World Cup 2026
is scheduled to be jointly
hosted by the United States,
Mexico, and Canada from
June 11 to July 19.

With time running out,
Iran’s participation remains in
doubt, pending FIFA’s deci-
sion on the proposed venue
switch.

MILAN

Juventus strengthened their
push for a top-four finish in
Serie A with a commanding
2-0 victory over Genoa, mov-
ing to within a point of the
Champions League qualifica-
tion spots.

Capitalising on Como’s goal-
less draw against Udinese ear-
lier in the day, Juventus made a
strong start in Turin. Defender
Gleison Bremer opened the
scoring in just the fourth min-
ute with a deflected header,
setting the tone for the hosts.

Midfielder Weston McKen-
nie doubled the lead in the
17th minute, finishing off a
well-worked move involving
Francisco Conceicao. The
early goals allowed Juventus
to take control, though Genoa
showed resilience as the
match progressed.

Goalkeeper Michele Di
Gregorio proved crucial in
preserving the lead, producing
a stunning double save to
deny Genoa a route back into
the contest. He first parried
away a penalty from Aaron
Martin before reacting sharp-

Juventus beat Genoa
to tighten grip on
Serie A top-four race

Early goals and strong defense help Juventus
boost Champions League hopes

ly to stop a follow-up effort
from Vitinha, drawing ap-
plause from the home crowd.

The win marks a fifth con-
secutive unbeaten match for
Juventus under coach Luciano
Spalletti, who was brought in
with the primary aim of re-
storing the club to Europe’s
elite competition. With mo-
mentum building, Juventus
now sit just one point behind
the top four.

The result also widened the
gap to AS Roma, who remain
sixth after a heavy defeat to
league leaders Inter Milan.

Juventus are also four points
clear of Atalanta, setting up a
crucial upcoming clash be-
tween the two sides.

Despite the defeat, Genoa,
managed by Daniele De Ros-
si, remain relatively safe from
relegation, sitting six points
above the drop zone.

With the Serie A season en-
tering its decisive phase, Ju-
ventus appear to be peaking at
the right time, combining de-
fensive solidity with clinical
finishing as they chase a re-
turn to the Champions
League.

Alcaraz eager for clay return, targets
strong build-up to French Open

MONACO

World number one Carlos Al-
caraz has expressed his ex-
citement at returning to clay
courts, declaring he is ready
to “get his socks dirty again”
as he begins preparations for
his French Open title defence.

After a dominant 2025 sea-
son on clay, Alcaraz is look-
ing to rediscover his rthythm
on his favourite surface
during the European swing.
Speaking ahead of his cam-
paign in Monte Carlo Mas-
ters, the Spaniard said the
clay season remains the most
special part of the calendar
for him.

“This is one of the best

times of the year for me. I al-
ways miss clay when the sea-
son ends,” Alcaraz said, re-
flecting on his return after
several months away from the
surface since his triumph at
Roland Garros last June.

The 22-year-old enjoyed a
stellar run last year, clinching
multiple clay titles and build-
ing momentum that culminat-
ed in his French Open victory,
where he defeated Jannik Sin-
ner in a memorable final. His
performances also included
strong showings in Barcelona
Open and Italian Open.

Alcaraz plans a packed
schedule leading up to Roland
Garros, aiming to compete in
Monte Carlo, Barcelona, Ma-

drid, and Rome. Despite ac-
knowledging the physical and
mental demands of such a
run, he remains committed to
maintaining peak fitness.
“It’s a demanding stretch,
but I want to play as much as
possible and take care of my
body,” he said, noting that

Barcelona holds particular
significance for him despite
the tight schedule.

The Spaniard also highlight-
ed the importance of last year’s
Monte Carlo tournament in
shaping his approach on clay.
“That week helped me under-
stand my game better, and
from there I kept improving,”
he added. Alcaraz will begin
his Monte Carlo campaign in
the second round, where he is
set to face either Stan Wawrin-
ka or Sebastian Baez.

With confidence high and
form on his side, Alcaraz now
turns his focus to building
momentum once again on
clay as he eyes another suc-
cessful run in Paris.

BENGALURU

India’s cue sports legend Pan-

. kaj Advani has once again
. demonstrated his extraordi-

nary versatility, making a sen-
sational debut in pool by
clinching both the 9-ball and
10-ball titles at the National

- Championships in Ludhiana.

Known for his dominance

. in billiards and snooker, Ad-
. vani had largely stayed away

from pool throughout his dec-
orated career, which includes
over 28 world titles. His un-
expected entry into the na-
tional pool championships
raised eyebrows, but the Ben-
galuru-based star quickly
turned curiosity into admira-
tion with a remarkable perfor-
mance.

Initially approaching the
tournament with no expecta-
tions, Advani admitted he was
simply exploring a new for-
mat of the sport. However,
after a slow start, he found his
rhythm and elevated his game
significantly as the competi-
tion progressed.

In the 9-ball final, Advani
defeated Nitin Sharma 11-6
with a composed and con-
trolled display. He followed it
up with a gripping 11-9 victo-
ry over Pushpender Singh in
the 10-ball final, showcasing
his ability to adapt and excel
under pressure. The twin tri-
umphs made him only the

second Indian cueist after
Alok Kumar to achieve a rare
Grand Slam of national titles
across cue sports disciplines.

Reflecting on his achieve-
ment, Advani described the
experience as surreal and
“like a fairytale,” admitting
that even reaching the latter
stages would have exceeded
his expectations. Winning
both events on debut, howev-
er, was beyond anything he
had imagined.

Despite his success, Advani
remains measured about his
future in pool. While he ac-
knowledged the format’s ex-
citement and global appeal,
he indicated that his primary
focus would continue to be on
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Pankaj Advani conquers
pool, adds new chapter to
illustrious career

a Fl!l'l ﬂﬂ"

JNSHIE

billiards and snooker, disci-
plines where he has built his
legacy.

“I just want to enjoy these
victories for now,” he said,
adding that he may consider
participating in select interna-
tional pool events, particular-
ly in the Middle East, where
competition is intense.

Up next for Advani is the
IBSF World Billiards Cham-
pionship in Carlow from April
24 to 29, where he will aim to
further extend his dominance
on the global stage.

With this latest feat, Advani
continues to redefine excel-
lence in cue sports, proving
his mastery transcends for-
mats.

Elderly fan dies after cardiac arrest
during Bundeshga match in Frankfurt

FRANKFURT

A long-time supporter of Ein-
tracht Frankfurt has died after
suffering a cardiac arrest
during a Bundesliga match
against , the club confirmed
on Tuesday.

The 87-year-old fan, who
has not been publicly identi-
fied, fell ill during the second
half of Sunday’s 2-2 draw in
Frankfurt. Medical personnel
rushed to his aid in the stands,
and the stadium atmosphere
turned somber as supporters
watched in silence while
emergency services worked to
revive him.

According to the club, the
fan was successfully resusci-
tated at the stadium before
being transported to hospital.
However, despite continued
medical efforts, his condition
could not be stabilised, and he
passed away hours later.

In an official statement,
Eintracht Frankfurt expressed
deep condolences, noting that
the supporter had been a loyal
member of the club for many
years and held a season ticket.
“Our thoughts and sympathy
are with his family and
friends,” the statement read,
while also thanking emergen-

cy responders and spectators
for their sensitivity during the
incident. Players from both
sides, including Frankfurt and
Cologne, continued the match
under subdued conditions fol-
lowing the medical emergen-
cy. The incident cast a shadow
over the fixture, with fans re-
fraining from chants as the
seriousness of the situation
became clear.

Such occurrences, though
rare, have prompted increas-
ing focus on medical pre-
paredness at sporting venues.
Quick response times and the
availability of trained person-
nel and equipment are consid-

ered critical in handling emer-
gencies of this nature.

The tragedy follows a sim-
ilar incident earlier this sea-
son during a German Cup
match involving RB Leipzig
and Energie Cottbus, where a
fan died after falling ill while
entering the stadium. On that
occasion too, the atmosphere
was muted as supporters from
both teams showed respect.

Sunday’s events in Frank-
furt served as a stark reminder
that moments of joy in sport
can be overshadowed by hu-
man tragedy, uniting players
and fans alike in grief and sol-
idarity.

Michigan clinches second NCAA title,
edges UConn in gritty final

INDIANAPOLIS

Michigan Wolverines men's
basketball powered through a
bruising contest to defeat
UConn Huskies men's basket-
ball 69-63 and capture their
second NCAA men’s basket-
ball national championship,
ending a decades-long wait
with a performance built on
resilience rather than flair.

In a game far removed from
their high-scoring tournament
run, Michigan relied on de-
fensive grit and composure
under pressure to secure the

title—the program’s first
since 1989. The victory also
marked a significant mile-
stone for the Big Ten, which
had not produced a men’s
champion since 2000.
Leading the charge was El-
liot Cadeau, who was named
Final Four’s Most Outstand-
ing Player after scoring 19
points. Cadeau’s timely con-
tributions included Michi-
gan’s first three-pointer deep
into the second half, setting
the tone in a contest where
scoring proved difficult.
Freshman Trey McKenney

delivered a decisive blow late
in the game, sinking a crucial
three-pointer with under two
minutes remaining to extend
Michigan’s lead. He later
sealed the win from the free-
throw line as the Wolverines
converted an impressive 25 of
28 attempts.

UConn, led by Alex Kara-
ban with 17 points, refused to
back down. A late three-point-
er from Solo Ball brought the
Huskies within striking dis-
tance, but missed opportuni-
ties in the closing seconds
dashed their hopes of a come-
back. Michigan’s triumph
came despite struggles from
beyond the arc, finishing just
2-0f-15 on three-point at-
tempts. Star forward Yaxel
Lendeborg, hampered by inju-
ry, managed 13 points but was
far from his dominant best.

Head coach Dusty May
credited the team’s defensive
unity, noting that the Wolver-
ines held UConn to just over
30 percent shooting—the
fourth straight opponent they
restricted to a season-low ef-
ficiency.
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- Oil prices skyrocket as global tensionsrise

Skoda boosts Taigun
production under
make India

PUNE
Skoda Auto Volkswagen
India has started produc-
tion of the updated
Volkswagen Taigun at its
Pune plant, strengthening
the ‘Make in India’ push.
The SUV, part of the India
2.0 project, is designed for
Indian customers while
meeting global standards.
Officials said the move
will boost the company’s
presence in the mid-size
SUV market. The Pune fa-
cility will also export vehi-
cles to international mar-
kets, highlighting India’s
manufacturing strength.
The expansion is expect-
ed to create jobs and sup-
port local suppliers. The
company believes the re-
freshed Taigun will attract
buyers seeking quality,
safety, and performance.

India Japan
MSME ties to boost
growth

NEW DELHI
A new report highlights
that partnerships be-
tween Indian MSMEs and
Japanese firms could
drive the next phase of
economic growth. As
global supply chains shift,
India is emerging as a key
investment hub for Ja-
pan’s mid-sized compa-
nies. Sectors like semi-
conductors, electronics,
food processing, and
bamboo industries show
strong potential for col-
laboration. The India-Ja-
pan Joint Vision encour-
ages deeper business ties
and investments. With
over 1,500 Japanese firms
already operating in India,
experts believe such part-
nerships will expand ex-
ports, create jobs, and
strengthen supply chains.
India’s large market and
trade links make it an at-
tractive destination for
long-term growth.

Markets tense amid
Hormuz deal
uncertainty

LONDON
Global markets remained
cautious as uncertainty
over a possible deal to re-
open the Strait of Hormuz
kept investors on edge.
Rising tensions between
the United States and
Iran, along with a looming
deadline set by President
Donald Trump, have in-
creased fears of further
conflict. Stocks showed
little movement, while the
dollar stayed firm. Qil
prices surged sharply,
with Brent crude rising
significantly since the
conflict began. Investors
are waiting for clarity, as
any breakthrough or es-
calation could impact
global trade and energy
supplies. For now, mar-
kets remain watchful, re-
flecting growing concern
over the ongoing geopo-
litical situation.

Samsung Q1 profit
soars on Al chip
demand

SEOUL
Samsung Electronics re-
ported record first-quarter
earnings, with operating
profit soaring 755% to
57.2 trillion won ($38 bil-
lion) and revenue reach-
ing 133 trillion won ($88.7
billion). Analysts credited
strong demand for Al-re-
lated memory chips and
rising DRAM prices for the
exceptional performance.
The chip division alone
contributed an estimated
37-48 trillion won
($24.7-32 billion) in prof-
it. DRAM prices are ex-
pected to rise further this
year, sustaining growth.
Samsung has expanded
production of high-end
memory.

Oil prices surge over 3% as US-Iran tensions and a vital waterway standoff spark worldwide energy fears
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NEW DELHI

Gas station prices may soon
pinch pockets everywhere as
global crude oil costs jumped
over 3%. This sudden spike
follows a tense standoff be-
tween the United States and
Iran, leaving the world’s ener-
gy markets on edge.

The surge is tied to a strict
deadline set by U.S. President
Donald Trump. In aggressive
social media posts, the Presi-

dent demanded that Iran re-
open the Strait of Hormuz, a
narrow but vital water pas-
sage. This small strip of sea is
responsible for moving about
twenty percent of the entire
world's oil supply. The Presi-
dent warned of severe mili-
tary consequences if the dead-
line passed without a deal,
causing immediate panic
among global oil traders.
Market data shows that
Brent crude hit a high of

$111.63, while U.S. West
Texas Intermediate futures
climbed past $116.87. Since
this conflict began in late
February, oil prices have al-
ready soared nearly 90 per-
cent for the year. While prices
fluctuate, they are currently
averaging around the $100
mark, a heavy burden for the
global economy.

Iran has reportedly rejected
the proposed ceasefire, choos-
ing to stand its ground against

U.S. pressure. This friction is
also shaking up the stock
markets. In India, the Sensex
and Nifty both dropped by 1
percent as investors grew ner-
vous. While some markets in
the U.S. remained slightly
positive, Asian markets
showed mixed results. For
now, the world watches the
clock, hoping for a peaceful
resolution before energy costs
climb even higher for every-
day families.

INDIA ADVANCES NUCLEAR POWER
WITH MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH

NEW DELHI

India’s journey toward energy
independence reached a his-
toric milestone this week as
the nation’s first Prototype
Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
officially started its pow-
er-generating process. Locat-
ed in Kalpakkam, this ad-
vanced 500-megawatt reactor
achieved "criticality", mean-
ing it has successfully begun
a controlled nuclear chain
reaction to produce consis-
tent, low-carbon electricity.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed the achievement
as a "defining step" for the
country.

This specific type of reac-
tor is revolutionary because
it is designed to produce
more fuel than it actually
consumes. By converting

p—

common materials into us-
able energy, the facility
showcases India's immense
scientific growth. It serves as
a vital bridge toward the na-
tion's long-term goal, tapping
into its massive thorium re-
serves to provide clean, reli-
able power for future gener-
ations.Built entirely within

India by the Indira Gandhi
Centre for Atomic Research
and BHAVINI, the project is
a shining example of the "At-
manirbhar Bharat" or self-re-
liant India initiative. Unlike
older models, this reactor uses
liquid sodium for cooling and
features a closed fuel cycle.
This high-tech approach sig-

India’s first Prototype
Fast Breeder Reactor in
Kalpakkam achieved
criticality, marking a
historic leap in self-
reliant, sustainable
nuclear energy using
advanced indigenous
liquid sodium technology.
L] L]
nificantly reduces nuclear
waste while boosting thermal
efficiency, making it a much
greener option for the envi-
ronment.Government officials
emphasized that this break-
through ensures long-term

energy security.

By recycling nuclear mate-
rials, India can generate
steady "base-load" power that
doesn't rely on weather condi-
tions. As the nation celebrates
this engineering triumph.

Aluminium
production cuts
spark global
supply concerns

NEW DELHI

India’s aluminium industry is
feeling the heat of the growing
crisis in West Asia, leading to a
massive drop in production. Ac-
cording to the Aluminium Extru-
sion Manufacturers Association
of India (ALEMAI), factories
across the country have been
forced to slash their output by
nearly half. This sudden slow-
down is a direct result of broken
supply chains and rising tensions
in a region critical to global
trade.Before the conflict esca-
lated, the industry was a pow-
erhouse, producing around
1.3 million tonnes of alumin-
ium extrusions every year.

Demand for shop space high despite shortage

NEW DELHI

India’s shopping scene is
buzzing with energy, even
though new malls are becom-
ing harder to find. Fresh re-
ports reveals that retail leas-
ing across the country’s top
eight cities stayed steady at
1.95 million square feet
during the first quarter of
2026.

While these numbers are
slightly lower than last year,
experts say the appetite for
space remains incredibly
strong.

The main challenge right
now isn’t a lack of interest
from brands, but a lack of
available buildings. Because
few new malls opened recent-
ly, shops are fighting over the
best spots. Interestingly, malls
captured nearly half of all
leasing activity, showing that

brands still value these large
hubs. Meanwhile, bustling
main streets continue to be
the top choice for retailers,
making up 53 percent of the
market due to their high visi-
bility.

Delhi led the charge, claim-
ing 30 percent of the total
leasing space, followed close-
ly by Hyderabad and Mum-
bai. When it comes to what
people are buying, fashion
and food were the biggest
winners, accounting for near-
ly half of all new deals. Enter-

tainment centers are also
growing fast as malls focus
on fun experiences for fami-
lies.Looking ahead, the mar-
ket is expected to get a boost
as premium developments fi-
nally open their doors later
this year. For now, the mes-
sage is clear: retailers are ea-
ger to grow, but they are wait-
ing for more high-quality
space to become available.
India’s retail world is current-
ly a high-demand environ-
ment where quality remains
the ultimate prize.

RBI likely to hold rates amid global war

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India is
expected to keep interest rates
steady this week as it balances
a weakening currency against
the pressure of global conflict.
With the Iran war clouding the
economic outlook, all thirty
economists surveyed believe
the central bank will maintain
the repo rate at 5.25%. This
decision comes at a critical
time for India, as the nation
grapples with rising energy
costs and a volatile rupee.Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra faces a
difficult dilemma. The rupee

Rupee dips 10 paise amid dollar pressure

Mumbai: The Indian rupee fell by 10 paise, closing at
93.00 against the US dollar, reflecting ongoing market
caution. Investors are closely watching geopolitical devel-
opments, including a deadline set by US President Don-
ald Trump regarding the Strait of Hormuz, as well as the
Reserve Bank of India’s upcoming monetary policy review.
Forex traders noted that the rupee is under pressure due
to steady foreign capital outflows, a strong US dollar, and
rising crude oil prices. The combination of these factors
has added to volatility in the currency market.

has dropped significantly over
the past year, becoming Asia’s
worst-performing currency.

CONVENIENCE OVER COST

While raising rates could help
support the rupee, doing so
might hurt India’s economic

growth. Currently, the RBI is
using other aggressive mea-
sures to stop currency specula-
tion, such as capping bank
positions. There is also talk of
opening a special “dollar win-
dow” for oil companies to ease
the pressure on the market. The
war has also forced experts to
rethink India’s growth num-
bers. Because the country re-
lies heavily on the Middle East
for crude oil and cooking gas,
the closure of shipping routes
is a major blow. Some analysts
have already lowered their
growth forecasts to below 6.5
percent,fearing that expensive.

Speed beats discounts, shoppers chase convenience

NEW DELHI

The way we shop is changing
forever. While low prices
used to be the main goal for
Indian shoppers, a new report
shows that speed and ease are
now taking the lead.
According to Grant Thorn-
ton Bharat, over 70% of peo-
ple say they will keep using
quick commerce apps even if
those tempting discounts dis-
appear.For many, the “need it
now” factor outweighs the
cost. About 45 percent of
shoppers use these fast deliv-
ery services for urgent needs,
while others rely on them for
daily items like milk or late-
night snacks. This shift has

o

pushed traditional neighbor-
hood kirana stores into a
tough spot. About half of con-
sumers say they visit their
local shops less often than

they did last year.However,
the local kirana is not disap-
pearing. These small shops
remain the heart of many
communities, built on years

of trust. Interestingly, the re-
port found that many shop-
keepers are ready to join the
digital age. Around 40 percent
of retailers want to partner
with quick delivery platforms,
though some are still figuring
out how the technology
works.While almost every
small shop now accepts UPI
or QR code payments, mov-
ing to advanced digital tools
for tracking stock remains a
challenge due to high costs.
The future of Indian retail
seems to be a mix of both
worlds. Whether it is a quick
tap on a phone or a friendly
chat at the corner store, con-
venience is now the king of
the market.
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Air India hiked fuel surcharges as jet
fuel prices doubled, increasing costs for
domestic travelers and long-haul flights.

Air India raises fares
as fuel costs surge

NEW DELHI

Travelers will soon face
higher ticket prices as Air
India announced a mandato-
ry fuel surcharge hike for
both domestic and interna-
tional flights.

This decision comes as
the aviation industry grap-
ples with a massive global
spike in jet fuel costs, which
have nearly doubled in just
one month.On domestic
routes, the airline is moving
away from a flat fee to a
distance-based system. Pas-
sengers flying short distanc-
es under 500 kilometers will
pay an extra Rs 299, while
those traveling over 2,000
kilometers will see a sur-
charge of Rs 899. Although
the government has capped
domestic fuel price increas-
es at 25 percent to protect
consumers, international
travel remains much more
expensive because no such
price controls exist for over-

seas flights.The cost of jet
fuel reached a staggering
$195.19 per barrel in late
March, a sharp rise from
under $100 in February. Be-
cause of this, international
surcharges will vary greatly
depending on the destina-
tion. Flights to nearby
SAARC countries will in-
crease by roughly $24,
while long-haul trips to
North America or Australia
will see a steep hike of
$280.Air India stated that
even with these new fees,
they are still absorbing a
large portion of the rising
costs to keep seats filled.
Fortunately for early birds,
tickets already purchased
will remain at their original
price unless the traveler
makes changes to their itin-
erary. Following similar
moves by competitors like
IndiGo, this shift marks a
challenging new chapter for
global travel and holiday
budgets.

AIRINDIA CEO STEPS DOWN AFTER
TRANSFORMATION

NEW DELHI: Air India has con-
firmed that its Chief Executive Offi-
cer and Managing Director, Camp-
bell Wilson, will step down from
his role. The airline announced
that a committee has been formed
to find his successor in the com-
ing months. Wilson had informed

Chairman N. Chandrasekaran about his plan to
resign back in 2024 and has since focused on en-
suring a smooth transition. He will continue in his
position until a new CEO takes charge. During his
tenure, Wilson led major changes after privatisa-
tion. These include merging four airlines, upgrad-
ing systems, improving services, and adding over
100 aircraft to the fleet. Chandrasekaran praised
Wilson’s leadership, noting his efforts in guiding
the airline through challenges like post-Covid dis-
ruptions and global uncertainties while helping
shape a stronger, modern Air India.

NO MORE CASH AT
HIGHWAY TOLL PLAZAS

NEW DELHI

The era of paying with paper
notes at national highway toll
plazas will officially come to
an end.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has
announced that cash pay-
ments will be completely dis-
continued to ensure faster
travel.

This bold move is designed
to eliminate long queues and
make highway journeys
smoother for millions of com-
muters across the country.
According to a new govern-
ment notification, every vehi-
cle must now use a valid
FASTag to pass through toll

gates. However, the govern-
ment has provided a small
safety net for those caught
without one.

If a traveler enters a toll
lane without a working FAST-
ag, they will still be allowed
to pay using a UPI QR code.

The catch is that this conve-
nience comes with a heavy
price tag.

UPI payments at the booth
will cost 1.25 times the stan-
dard toll fee, acting as a pen-
alty for not having the re-
quired electronic tag.

Senior officials from the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) explained
that the goal is to reach 100
percent electronic collection.




BENGALURU, MYSURU

NEW DELHI

Former Lalit Modi has
strongly criticised the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia, claiming the Indian Pre-
mier League is incurring an
annual loss of around 32,400
crore due to deviation from
its original format.

Modi argued that the
league’s current structure,
which features 74 matches in
the league stage, falls short of
the initially envisioned full
home-and-away system. Ac-
cording to him, each of the 10
teams was meant to play one
another twice, resulting in a
90-match league phase, fol-
lowed by knockout fixtures.

“The home-
and-away for- ,
mat is where &

That is

the real value lies.
what was originally sold,”
Modi said, expressing con-
cern that the existing model
deprives franchises of crucial

revenue opportunities. He
added that reducing the num-
ber of matches effectively
cuts into both central revenue
and team earnings.
Highlighting the financial
implications, Modi explained

South African star says batting unit must shoulder

that each IPL match generates
significant media rights in-
come, with revenue shared
equally between the BCCI
and franchises. By not con-
ducting the additional match-
es, he claimed, the league is
missing out on thousands of
crores annually.

“If there were close to 90-
plus matches under a full
home-and-away structure,
media rights alone would
bring in an extra 32,400
crore,” he said. “Out of this,
nearly 1,200 crore would go
to the teams, substantially
boosting their valuations.”

Modi also questioned
whether all stakeholders had
agreed to the current format,
suggesting that the deviation
may not align with initial con-

IPL2026

Lalit Modi criticises BCCl over IPL
format, claims 22,400 crore loss

Former IPL chief says reduced matches hurting league revenue and franchise valuations

tractual expectations. He em-
phasised that franchise own-
ers invest heavily based on
the promise of a certain num-
ber of matches and cor-
responding returns.
Despite his criti-
cism, Modi ac-
knowledged the |
IPL’s remarkable )
growth, especially | r
following:¢
high-value fran-
chise deals in- |
volving teams
like Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru
and Rajasthan Royals.
However, he maintained
that sustaining and en-
hancing the league’s val-
ue requires adherence to
its foundational structure.

responsibility after slow start

HYDERABAD

%\ Sunrisers Hyderabad

wicketkeeper-batter

7 Heinrich Klaasen has

\ - pushed back

' against criticism of

the team’s bowling

b4 unit, instead point-

L ing to the batters’

underperformance as

a key reason behind their in-

consistent start in the Indian
Premier League 2026.

Despite being regarded as

one of the most explosive bat-

ting line-ups in the tourna-

ment, SRH have managed

just one win in their first three

matches. With analysts high-

lighting the inexperience in

the bowling department—es-

pecially in the absence of

MUMBAI INDIANS play
down Sooryavanshi threat
ahead of ROYALS CLASH

GUWAHATI

As anticipation builds for the
Indian Premier League 2026
clash between Mumbai Indi-
ans and Rajasthan Royals,
Mumbeai’s coaching staff has
dismissed the notion that
young sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi poses an unfa-
miliar challenge.

One of the most talk-
ed-about match-ups of the
contest is expected to be
Sooryavanshi’s face-off
against premier pacer Jasprit
Bumrah. The teenage batter
has garnered widespread at-
tention for his explosive per-
formances over the past year,
emerging as a key figure in
the Royals’ batting line-up.

However, Mumbai Indians
bowling coach Paras

ger an unknown e\
quantity. “He is not .“
new. This is his -
second year, so we ~*
understand his g
game,” Mhambrey
said, downplaying
any element of sur-
prise.

While acknowledg-
ing Sooryavanshi’s tal-
ent and impact, Mham-
brey stressed that Mumbai’s
preparation remains consis-
tent regardless of the oppo-
nent. “He is a good player,
and his performances have
been praiseworthy. But our
approach does not change for
any individual,” he added.

The Royals, led by Riyan
Parag, have enjoyed a strong
start to the season, registering
convincing wins over Chen-
nai Super Kings and Gujarat

Mhambrey believes the - o
youngster is no lon- ( @

Titans. Their momentum,
combined with a balanced
squad, makes them formida-
ble opponents heading into
the Guwabhati fixture.

Mumbai Indians also ad-
dressed the perceived “mys-
tery” surrounding leg-spinner
Ravi Bishnoi, another in-form
player for the Royals. Mham-
brey dismissed such charac-
terisations, stating that Bish-
noi’s skills are well known
after several seasons in
top-level cricket.

“I don’t see him as a mys-
tery anymore. Players evolve,
and teams study them closely.
There is nothing drastically
different,” he explained, high-

o lighting the

y analytical
prepara-
tion mod-
ern teams
under-
take.

‘\

captain Pat Cummins—Klaas-
en offered a different perspec-
tive on the team’s struggles.

According to Klaasen, the
batting unit has failed to put
up competitive totals, leaving
the bowlers with insufficient
runs to defend. “We have
probably been 40 runs short
across the last three games,”
he said, underlining the gap
between expectation and exe-
cution.

The absence of Cummins,
coupled with an injury to Bry-
don Carse, has forced SRH to
rely on relatively inexperi-
enced bowlers. However,
Klaasen believes it is unfair to
label the bowling attack as
weak, insisting that the re-
sponsibility lies equally—if
not more—with the batters.

COL NJ NAIR STAND  ©

‘A Klaasen defends SRH bowlers,
rges batters to step up in IPL

“It is easy to say the bowl-
ers are under pressure, but we
haven’t done our job with the
bat,” he explained. “Our role
is to consistently post totals in
the range of 220 to 230.
That’s how the team has been
structured.”

Klaasen pointed out that in
matches where SRH reached
competitive scores, such as
against Kolkata Knight Riders,
the bowling unit was better po-
sitioned to defend the target. In
contrast, sub-par totals in other
games exposed the attack and
increased pressure on less ex-
perienced players. He also em-
phasised that the pitches in
their recent matches have been
conducive to batting, making
the team’s inability to capital-
ise even more significant.

TATAIPL 2026

Rain plays spoilsﬁoﬂrt agéin'as Eden

Gardens clash ends in stalemate

KOLKATA

For the second consecutive
season, rain had the final
word at Eden Gardens as the
Kolkata Knight Riders versus
Punjab Kings clash in Indian
Premier League 2026 was
abandoned on Monday, leav-
ing both teams to settle for a
point each.

The evening had promised
much, with Shah Rukh Khan
in attendance and fans turning
up in encouraging numbers
despite KKR’s recent strug-
gles. However, persistent
showers ensured that only 3.4
overs of play were possible

e, before the contest was halt-
% ed.

In a surprising move,
A\ KKR opted to bat despite
. forecasts of rain, a deci-
sion that quickly back-
Y fired. The home side
| stumbled to 25 for two,
with openers Finn Allen
and Cameron Green
- falling early. Both were
~ dismissed by Punjab
Kings pacer Xavier
ooy Bartlett, who im-
pressed with his
sharp burst, extract-
ing movement and
troubling the batters.
KKR, already under

' pressure after consecutive

losses, fielded a reshuffled XI

in the absence of key players
Varun Chakaravarthy and
Sunil Narine. Rovman Powell
and Navdeep Saini were
brought in as replacements,
but the changes did little to
stabilise the top order.

Skipper Ajinkya Rahane
and young Angkrish Raghu-
vanshi had just begun rebuild-
ing the innings when rain in-
terrupted proceedings.
Groundstaff responded swift-
ly, covering the pitch and out-
field in anticipation of a re-
start, raising brief hopes
among spectators.

Those hopes soon faded as
the drizzle intensified into
steady rain accompanied by
gusty winds. Water began ac-
cumulating on the covers, and
the outfield showed no signs
of recovery despite continued
efforts. The stands gradually
emptied as fans sought shelter
from the relentless downpour.

With conditions failing to
improve, match referee Java-
gal Srinath eventually called
off the game, confirming a
familiar outcome. Incidental-
ly, the corresponding fixture
between the two sides at the
same venue last season had
also been washed out.

A year on, the story re-
mained unchanged—Eden
Gardens once again left at the
mercy of the rain.

-
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Mitchell Starc setback hits Delhi
Capitals, pacer likely out longer

Injury
concerns
delay
Australian
pacer’s
return,
testmg Delhl
Capitals’
bowling
ol depth
A\

2\
Hero

FINCORp

NEW DELHI

Delhi Capitals have been dealt
a significant setback in the In-
dian Premier League 2026,
with star pacer Mitchell Starc
set to remain unavailable for
an extended period due to in-
jury, according to reports.

Starc, who is recovering
from shoulder and elbow is-
sues, is expected to miss at
least three more matches and
may only join the squad after
April 20. His absence comes
despite Delhi Capitals making
a strong start to their campaign
under new captain Axar Patel,
securing wins in their opening
two fixtures.

The team is scheduled to
face Gujarat Titans, Chennai
Super Kings, and Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru in the com-
ing days, matches that will test
their bowling resources in
Starc’s continued absence.

In his place, the pace attack
has been led by Mukesh Ku-
mar and T Natarajan, support-
ed by the spin duo of Axar
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav.

While the unit has performed
competently so far, Starc’s ex-
perience and wicket-taking
ability at crucial moments re-
main a significant miss.

The Australian quick, who
picked up 14 wickets in the
previous season, had earlier
addressed criticism regarding
his delayed arrival, clarifying
that his absence was purely
due to injury management
rather than lack of commit-
ment. He emphasised that the
extent of his injuries became
clear only after the Australian
summer. Responding to spec-
ulation, Starc stated that some
opinions in the media were
“misinformed” and insisted
that managing his fitness was
essential for long-term perfor-
mance. He also expressed re-
gret over missing the initial
phase of the tournament, ac-
knowledging the disruption
caused to the team and its sup-
porters.

Delhi Capitals had invested
heavily in Starc during the
2025 auction, underlining his
importance to their plans.

Parag’s tactical maturity earns
praise ahead of Royals’ MI clash

GUWAHATI

Rajasthan Royals’ impressive
start to the Indian Premier
League 2026 has drawn praise
for skipper Riyan Parag, with
performance coach Siddhar-
tha Lahiri highlighting the
youngster’s sharp cricketing
mind ahead of their clash
against Mumbai Indians.

The Royals have begun
their campaign on a high, out-
classing Chennai Super Kings
in their opening match in Gu-
wahati before edging past Gu-
jarat Titans in a closely fought
away encounter. The victories
mark a promising start for
Parag in his first season as the
franchise’s full-time captain.

Lahiri credited Parag’s
composure and decision-mak-
ing abilities as key factors
behind the team’s early suc-
cess. “Even though he is
young, his cricketing mind is
far more mature. He remains
calm under pressure, which is
crucial in this format,” Lahiri
said on Monday.

According to Lahiri,
Parag’s tactical awareness
was evident in the tense final
over against Gujarat Titans,
where pacer Tushar Desh-
pande successfully defended
10 runs. The decision to hand
him the ball, along with subtle
field adjustments, showcased
the captain’s instinctive un-
derstanding of match situa-
tions.

“Giving the ball to Tushar
was a big call. Before the first
delivery, third man was

pushed back. The way Rashid
Khan played that shot, it
could have easily gone for a
boundary if the fielder was
inside,” Lahiri explained, un-
derlining Parag’s attention to
detail.

Despite the encouraging re-
sults, the Royals’ camp is
wary of getting carried away.
Lahiri emphasised the impor-
tance of consistency and
sticking to established pro-
cesses in a long tournament
like the IPL.

“It’s still early days. We
have played just two matches,
and while we have done well,
the challenge is to stay
grounded. The focus should
remain on executing plans
and maintaining balance
throughout the season,” he
added.

With confidence high but
caution intact, Rajasthan Roy-
als will look to continue their
momentum when they face
Mumbai Indians, aiming to
build on a strong foundation
laid under their young leader.

Indian women'’s hockey team to tour
Argentina for four-match series

NEW DELHI

The India women's national
field hockey team is set to
tour Argentina for a four-
match series later this month,
as part of its preparations for
major international tourna-
ments in 2026.

The matches will be
played on April 13, 14, 16,
and 17 at the National Centre
of High Performance Athlet-
ics (CeNARD) in Buenos
Aires. The tour is expected
to provide the team with
valuable exposure against
one of the top-ranked sides
in world hockey.

India and Argentina have
shared a competitive rivalry
in recent years, including a
closely contested encounter
in the FIH Pro League 2024—
25, where the two sides

played out a 2-2 draw before
the result was decided in a
shootout. Such high-intensity
matches have contributed to
the growing stature of both
teams on the global stage.
The upcoming series as-
sumes greater significance as
the Indian side gears up for
the FIH Hockey World Cup,
scheduled to be held in Bel-
gium and the Netherlands
from August 15 to 30. It will
also serve as a crucial prepa-
ratory assignment ahead of
the Asian Games 2026 in Ai-
chi—Nagoya later in the year.
Chief coach Sjoerd Mari-
jne emphasised that the tour
is aimed at testing the depth
and adaptability of the
squad. A group of 24 players
has been selected, with the
intention of providing oppor-
tunities to a wider pool of

talent.

“This tour is about giving
more players the chance to
perform at the highest level.
Argentina is among the best
teams, and such matches will
help us evaluate where each
player stands,” Marijne said.

He also highlighted the
importance of teamwork and
cohesion, noting that indi-
vidual brilliance alone would
not guarantee a place in the
squad. “To earn a spot, play-
ers must show they can con-
tribute to the team dynamic
and work collectively under
pressure,” he added.

With four high-tempo
matches lined up, the tour
offers India a valuable plat-
form to refine strategies, test
combinations, and build mo-
mentum ahead of a packed
international calendar.
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