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The Truth Speaks

Prove majority for 
oath: Guv to Vijay

CHENNAI 
 

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) chief Vijay, who made 
a blockbuster debut in politics 
by breaking the DMK's and 
AIADMK's traditional duopo-
ly, met Tamil Nadu Governor 
Rajendra Arlekar once again 
on Thursday as uncertainty 
continues over the formation 
of the next state government.

TVK, which emerged as the 
single-largest party with 108 
seats in the 234-member assem-
bly, had staked a claim to form 
the government on Wednesday. 
The Governor, however, was 
not convinced and asked Vijay 
to furnish proof that he could 
head a majority government.

At present, TVK holds 108 
seats, while Congress, with 5 
MLAs, has pledged support. To-
gether, TVK+ Congress have 113 
MLAs, still five short of the ma-
jority mark of 118 in the 
234-member TN assembly.

As per TVK insiders, they 
are counting on backing from 
other key DMK allies - CPI 
(two seats), CPM (two seats), 
and VCK (two seats).

While DMK won only 59 
seats, Stalin too lost his strong-
hold, Kolathur, to TVK. The 
AIADMK won 47 seats. Vijay 

was prepared for a quick swear-
ing-in ceremony on Thursday, 
along with four senior colleagues, 
but the event has been delayed. 

Meanwhile, speculation per-
sists about possible realign-
ments. Reports suggest that 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) and All India Anna Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIADMK) informally ex-
plored the idea of Dravidian 
parties joining forces to form a 
government. TVK has 108 
seats, DMK has 59, and AIAD-
MK has 47. Stalin, however, 
signalled that the DMK would 
not immediately attempt to 
destabilise a potential TVK 
government.

234

5

Number game of House

ASSEMLY STRENGTH

118 MAJORITY MARK

CONGRESS

108TVK

NOW SHORT OF                          

5

BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Deputy Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar on Thursday 
termed as "unfair" Tamil 
Nadu Governor Ra-

jendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar not inviting 

TVK chief Vijay to 
form the government 
in that state, despite 
emerging as the sin-

gle largest party.
He urged the Gover-
nor to allow TVK to 

form the government 
and prove its majority 

on the floor of the 
Assembly.

"In Tamil Nadu what 
the Governor is doing 

is not fair. He should 
allow the single 

largest party (TVK) to 
form the government 
and ask them to take 
the floor test," Shivaku-

mar said.
Addressing reporters here, 

he said, in 2018, the then 

Governor invited B S Yedi-
yurappa, leader of the BJP -- 
the single largest party with 
104 seats in the 224-mem-

ber assembly-- to 
form the govern-

ment, despite the 
Congress-JD(S) 

alliance submitting 
a letter claiming a 
majority. However, 
unable to manage 

the numbers, Yedi-
yurappa resigned 

in three days, 
before facing the 

floor test.
Citing the example 

of former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpay-

ee, Shivakumar 
recalled that the 

then President 
gave him an 

opprtunity to prove 
a majority on the 

floor of the Lok Sabha. "TVK 
should be given an opportu-

nity, it is unfair," he said.

Denying Vijay chance to form govt 'unfair': DKS

In a democracy, 
one should look 
at the people’s 
mandate. Give 

them an 
opportunity; if 

TVK fails, 
that’s okay. 

There are 
instances of 

losing a vote of 
confidence 

even with one 
vote; didn’t 

Vajpayee lose?
—DK 

Shivakumar,
DyCM

From shadow to limelight: 
Nishant takes oath as Bihar min
PATNA 

 
In a major expansion of the 
Cabinet of Bihar’s first BJP-
led government, JD(U) supre-
mo Nitish Kumar’s son Nis-
hant Kumar and 31 others 
took oath as ministers on 
Thursday in the presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah.

Governor Lt Gen (Retd) 
Syed Ata Hasnain adminis-
tered oath at a grand ceremony 
held at Gandhi Maidan, that 
was also attended 
by Defence Min-
is ter  Rajnath 
Singh and Union 
Health Minister 
JP Nadda and 
BJP president Ni-
tin Nabin.

T h e  B J P, 
which is the sin-
gle largest party 
in the 243-mem-
ber assembly with 
89 MLAs, has 15 ministers, 
who took oath on Thursday. 
Most of the inductees were 
those who were part of the Ni-
tish Kumar cabinet formed in 
last November after the NDA 
stormed back to power in the 
assembly polls.

The JD(U) is represented by 
15 ministers, 13 of whom took 
the oath on the occasion. 

The son who said 
No, then said Yes

The part that makes Nishant 
Kumar’s entry into Bihar politics 
genuinely interesting is precise-
ly the reluctance that preceded 
it. The 45-year-old engineering 
graduate had reportedly want-
ed to earn his spurs as a party 
worker first, before accepting 
any formal government post. 
That is not how political sons 
in Bihar typically behave, and 
it earned him a certain quiet 

respect even among those who 
remain sceptical of dynastic 

politics. Reports suggest 
the decision to join the gov-
ernment finally came after 
a late-night meeting with 
senior JD(U) leaders on 

Tuesday. Lalan Singh, one 
of the party’s most trusted 
operators, had made the 

trip from Delhi specifically 
for those conversations. 
What was said behind 

closed doors has not been 
fully reported. What is known 
is that Nishant walked out 

of his father’s residence the 
next morning as a man who 

had agreed to something 
he had been declining for 
weeks. His 'Sadbhavana 

Yatra', scheduled to continue 
on May 7, was cancelled due 
to the swearing-in and is set 

to resume from May 9.

NEW DELHI
 

India on Thursday marked the 
first anniversary of Operation 
Sindoor, the large-scale mili-
tary operation launched 
against terror infrastructure in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir following the 
deadly Pahalgam terror attack 
that claimed 26 civilian lives 
on April 22 last year.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi changed his display pic-
ture on X to an image associ-
ated with Operation Sindoor, 
paying tribute to the courage 
and valour of the Indian 
armed forces. External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar also ad-
opted the same display picture 
and shared a post commemo-
rating the operation.

Rajnath Singh releases 
'Op Sindoor' documentary
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday released 
Operation Sindoor documen-
tary at Joint Commanders’ 
Conference in Jaipur.

The defence minister also 
hailed the mission as a bench-
mark for modern warfare, cit-
ing its unmatched precision 
and seamless tri-services syn-
ergy The operation stands as 
a powerful symbol of national 
resolve and preparedness to 

deal with national security 
challenges, he said in a mes-
sage.

Forces revamp combat 
units, boosts air defence
 JAIPUR: A year after Oper-
ation Sindoor, the Indian 
Army is transforming its bat-
tle formations to make them 
more agile while the Indian 
Air Force will soon receive 
two more squadrons of S-400 
air defence systems to further 
strengthen the air space, top 
military officials said here on 
Thursday.

The officials also note that 
China’s continuous military 
assistance is factored into the 
Indian security matrix.

They further assert that ev-
ery terror camp in Pakistan is 
visible to the Indian forces 
and no sanctuaries are safe 
even if Islamabad shifts them 
deep inside the country.

Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai, Air 
Marshal A K Bharti and Vice 
Admiral A N Pramod who 
were the director generals of 
military operations in their 
respective services during the 
last year's India-Pakistan con-
flict spoke to the media at the 
army’s South Western Com-
mand that looks after a part of 
the Western front. 

Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh also addressed a Joint 
Commanders Conference.

Responding to queries, Lt 
Gen Ghai said critical  trans-
formation in the armoured 
corps, mechanised infantry 
and aviation cops were at an 
“advanced stage of delibera-
tion” and would be imple-
mented.

This comes after the army 
carried out a series of such 
transformations in the infan-
try and artillery regiments to 
create Bhairav battalions, 
Ashni platoons, Divyastra 
batteries and Shaktiban regi-
ments to tackle the emerging 
threats.

What is Operation 
Sindoor?

Operation Sindoor was 
a multi-dimensional 
military and strategic 
offensive launched by 
India on the night of 

7–8th May, 2025. It was 
conducted in response 
to a major terror attack 
in Pahalgam, Jammu & 
Kashmir, on 22nd April, 
2025, where 26 tourists 
were killed by the Paki-
stan-backed group The 
Resistance Front (TRF).

K’taka Cabinet clears 
major reforms; infra, 

welfare projects
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, on Thursday ap-
proved a series of significant 
decisions related to education, 
infrastructure, healthcare, em-
ployment and temple develop-
ment during the 12th Cabinet 
meeting of 2026 held at 
Vidhana Soudha.

Briefing reporters after the 
meeting, Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minis-
ter H K Patil said the 
state government 
will legally chal-
lenge the Union 
Government’s repeal 
of the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act and 
its replacement with the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajivika Mission (VB-
GRAMG). Karnataka argued 
that the move weakens the 
“Right to Work” and reduces 
the powers of local bodies 
while increasing the financial 
burden on states.

The Cabinet also reviewed 
the Thorat Commission report 
on the proposed State Educa-

tion Policy (SEP), which rec-
ommends a 2+8+4 education 
structure and compulsory Kan-
nada or mother tongue instruc-
tion up to Class 5, preferably 
till Class 12.

Among key infrastructure 
decisions, the Cabinet ap-
proved a Rs 180 crore expan-
sion of Sri Jayadeva Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences 
and Research in Mysuru, in-
creasing its capacity from 400 

to 600 beds. A Rs 132.5 
crore drinking water 

project for Hatti Gold 
Mines township in 
Raichur district was 
also cleared.

The Cabinet sanc-
tioned Rs 200 crore for 

industrial estates and the 
PM-MITRA Mega Textile Park 
in Kalaburagi region.

Major temple development 
projects were also approved, 
including Rs 604.65 crore for 
Phase 3 works at Kukke Subra-
manya Temple and Rs 29 crore 
for Ghati Subramanya Temple.

A 2% reservation quota in 
s tate  civi l  services for 
sportspersons representing 
Karnataka or India was also 
finalised by the Cabinet.

GUV PUTS END TO MAMATA ERA
BJP'S FIRST-EVER BENGAL GOVT OATH ON MAY 9 | LEGISLATIVE LEADER DECISION ON MAY 8

KOLKATA 
 

Governor RN Ravi has 
formally dissolved the 
West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, effectively end-
ing Mamata Banerjee’s ten-
ure as the chief minister. 

The move, implemented 
under Clause 2 of Article 
174 of the Constitution of 
India, was announced in 
an official notification is-
sued on Thursday. “I here-
by dissolve the Legislative 
Assembly of West Bengal 
with effect from 7th May, 
2026,” the Governor stated 
in the notice. 

The current assembly 
was constituted in May 
2021 after the Trinamool 
Congress, under the lead-
ership of Mamata Baner-

jee, returned to power for 
the third consecutive term 
in the state. The dissolu-
tion marks the formal 
completion of the tenure of 
the outgoing assembly, fol-
lowing the recently con-
cluded two-phase elec-
tions. The notification was 
issued by the Department 
of Parliamentary Affairs.

The dissolution comes 
amid a political standoff af-
ter Banerjee refused to step 
down following the BJP’s 
sweep, alleging irregularities 
in the elections. She claimed 
that the BJP’s decisive perfor-
mance in West Bengal was a 
result of vote manipulation 
and tampering of EVMs. 
She also accused the ECI of 
colluding with the BJP to 
unseat her government.

Started in the 1970s within the student wing of the Indian 
National Congress (Chhatra Parishad).

CONGRESS ROOTS

1984

Served multiple times as a Union Cabinet Minister,  
holding key portfolios including Railways, Coal, and  
Human Resource Development.

1999, 2009

Led massive protests against land acquisition for  
industrial projects in Singur/Nandigram, which  
significantly strengthened her political standing and  
led to a “mass leader” image.

2006, 2008

Ended 34 years of Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) rule in West Bengal, bringing the 
TMC-Congress alliance to power.

2011

Served consecutive terms as the 
chief minister of West Bengal.

2011, 2026

Became one of India’s youngest MPs by defeating 
CPI(M) heavyweight Somnath Chatterjee in the  
Jadavpur constituency.

MAMATA: Early career and riseBengal standoff
n �DISSOLUTION AUTHORITY: 

The Governor invoked Article 
174(2)(b) of the Constitution 
to dissolve the assembly after 
the conclusion of the election 
process.

n �REASON FOR DISSOLUTION:  
It comes after the assembly term 
of the TMC government expired 
on Thursday. 

n �ELECTION RESULT: The BJP 
secured a decisive victory with 
207 seats, marking a significant 
shift in West Bengal’s political 
landscape, ending the TMC’s 
consecutive terms since 2011.

n �IMMEDIATE GOVERNANCE: 
The state is under the adminis-
tration of the Governor’s office 
during the transition period.

n �GOVT FORMATION: The new 
chief minister is scheduled to 
take oath at the Brigade Parade 
Ground in Kolkata on May 9.

n �OUTCOME: Mamata Banerjee, 
having refused to resign, was 
functionally removed from office 
through the dissolution of the 
assembly.

Adhikari lost 4 
aides in 13 years

KOLKATA 
 

For over a decade, the BJP's 
giant slayer Suvendu Adhikari 
has lost several of his close 
aides and security personnel 
to unnatural deaths, the latest 
being the killing of his per-
sonal assistant Chandranath 
Rath.

Adhikari, who defeated 
Mamata Banerjee twice in 
elections and is now one of 

the frontrunners for the chief 
minister's post in West Ben-
gal, has indicated that this is a 
political killing.

While no investigative 
agency has established any 
direct link between these inci-
dents, the cases are increas-
ingly being referenced togeth-
er in West Bengal's political 
circles due to the recurring 
pattern of unnatural or contro-
versial deaths.

2013: Death of  
another PA

n �Pradip Jha, Suvendu 
Adhikari’s personal as-
sistant during his years 
in the Trinamool, died 
under circumstances 
in Purba Medinipur 
district. But the case 
did not trigger a  
political controversy 
at that time.

2021: Death of 
personal aide

n �Pulak Lahiri, another 
personal aide to 
Adhikari, was found 
dead under unusual 
circumstances in 
2021, but no 
conclusive findings 
establishing criminal 
conspiracy have been 
made public.

2026: Chandra 
shot deade

n �Chandranath 
Rath, another 
close aide of 
Adhikari, was shot 
dead in North 24 
Parganas on 
Wednesday 
night. The murder 
has triggered sharp 
political reactions.

2018: Security 
officer found dead
n �Subhabrata 

Chakraborty, a 
State Armed Police 
constable posted as 
Adhikari’s personal 
security officer 
(PSO), was found 
dead at a police.
barrack in Kanthi of 
Purba Medinipur.

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF? Multiple teams set 
up to trace killers 

of Suvendu's aide
KOLKATA

 
West Bengal police have 

formed multiple teams 
to trace the men in-
volved in the killing 
of BJP leader Suven-
du Adhikari’s close 
aide Chandranath 
Rath, a senior officer 
said on Thursday.

Police are also 
probing whether con-
tract killers were en-
gaged in the murder 
of Rath (42), who 
was shot dead in 
North 24 Parganas 
district on Wednes-
day night.

A forensic team 
visited the spot on 
Thursday morning 
and collected sam-
ples, while officers of 

the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department (CID) also 
joined the probe, he said.

No matter how 
much we 

condemn the 
way this 

murder was 
carried out, it is 
not enough. He 

was killed 
because he was 

my aide and I 
defeated 
Mamata 

Banerjee in 
Bhabanipur. 

This could be 
the reason for 

his murder.
—Suvendu 

Adhikari, BJP 
leader

Guv dissolves Mamata cabinet; 
Banerjee no longer Bengal CM; 

Dramatic move comes after she 
‘refused’ to resign despite mounting 

pressure after electoral setback
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Airport-like promise fades as SMVT struggles with maintenance issues
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
Years after its grand inaugura-
tion, the Sir M Visvesvaraya 
Terminal at Byappanahalli is 
facing growing criticism over 
deteriorating passenger ame-
nities and maintenance con-
cerns, raising questions about 
whether the station has lived 
up to its “airport-like” image.

When the terminal was 
opened, it drew widespread 
attention for its modern archi-
tecture, glass façade, escala-
tors, digital displays and cen-
tralised air-conditioning. Con-

structed at a cost of Rs 314 
crore, the station was project-
ed as a future-ready railway 
hub designed to redefine pas-
senger comfort in Bengaluru.

However, passengers now 
say the reality falls short of 
expectations. While the termi-
nal continues to witness 
heavy long-distance passen-

ger traffic and remains one of 
the city’s busiest railway sta-
tions, several facilities have 
failed to keep pace with in-
creasing footfall.Inside the 
station, many passengers 
complained about inadequate 
cooling despite the terminal 
being marketed as centrally 
air-conditioned. Travellers 
said the difference between 
outdoor and indoor tempera-
tures was barely noticeable 
during afternoon hours, mak-
ing waiting areas uncomfort-
able.The lack of adequate 
seating has emerged as anoth-

er major concern. Many pas-
sengers were seen sitting on 
floors or standing for extend-
ed periods while waiting for 
trains. Long-distance travel-
lers often arrive well in ad-
vance due to Bengaluru’s un-
predictable traffic conditions, 
leading to overcrowding in 
the concourse area.Mainte-
nance issues were also visible 
across the premises. Parking 
areas were littered with gar-
bage, including liquor bottles, 
while paan stains were found 
on staircases, platforms and 
walls. Passengers additionally 

raised concerns over poorly 
maintained washrooms and 
hygiene standards within the 
station.Railway officials, 
however, maintained that the 
facilities remain operational 
and said measures are being 
taken to improve passenger 
experience as traffic grows 
steadily.Responding to com-
plaints regarding poor cool-
ing, officials denied any fail-
ure in the air-conditioning 
system and stated that the 
equipment was functioning 
normally. Authorities also ad-
dressed concerns about esca-

lators frequently remaining 
non-functional. According to 
officials, passengers often 
press emergency stop buttons 
unnecessarily, after which the 
escalators can only be restart-
ed using special keys avail-
able with security personnel.

Railway authorities said ex-
pansion works are already un-
derway to reduce congestion 
and improve facilities. A new 
concourse spanning nearly 
875 square metres is currently 
being constructed adjacent to 
the existing terminal at an es-
timated cost of Rs 17 crore.

TERMINAL LACKS MAINTENANCE

QUICK READ
Serial accidents near 

Dabaspet leave over 10 
injured

Public thrash man for 
attempting to stab 

estranged wife

Rs 170 crore sanctioned 
for Rajakaluve works: 

Muniraju

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
More than 10 people 

were injured in a series of 
road accidents on the na-

tional highway near the 
Post Office Gate at 

Dabaspet in Nelamanga-
la. The injured were shift-
ed to nearby hospitals for 
treatment. According to 
police, the mishaps in-

volved multiple vehicles, 
including bikes, two cars, 
a lorry, a government bus 

and a Bolero jeep. The 
accidents led to a mas-
sive traffic jam on the 
Bengaluru–Tumakuru 

highway, disrupting ve-
hicular movement for 

several hours. Personnel 
from the Nelamangala 
Traffic Police rushed to 

the spot, cleared the 
damaged vehicles and 
restored traffic flow on 

the busy highway. Further 
investigation into the ac-

cidents is underway.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A man was thrashed 
by members of the 

public after he alleg-
edly attempted to stab 
his estranged wife on a 

road in Dasanapura 
near Madanayakana-
halli. According to po-

lice, the accused, iden-
tified as Sanjay, had 

married for the second 
time. However, his wife 
had been living sepa-

rately due to his al-
leged alcohol addic-

tion. On the day of the 
incident, the woman 
was walking on the 

road when Sanjay re-
portedly arrived on a 

bike, stopped her and 
tried to attack her with 
a knife. Locals immedi-

ately intervened, res-
cued the woman and 

assaulted the accused 
before handing him 

over to the police. Ma-
danayakanahalli police 

have launched an in-
vestigation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Dasarahalli MLA S Mu-
niraju said the govern-

ment has sanctioned Rs 
170 crore for Rajakaluve 

development works in the 
constituency. He was 

speaking after launching 
development works near 
Defence Colony, Cauvery 

Layout and Dhanapal 
Layout. The project in-
cludes construction of 
barrier walls along the 

Rajakaluves, installation 
of fencing and clearance 
of encroachments. Mu-

niraju said the works 
would help prevent peo-

ple from dumping gar-
bage into the canals and 

ensure smooth flow of 
water. He added that 
quality development 

measures would be un-
dertaken to improve 

drainage infrastructure 
and avoid flooding prob-
lems in the area during 

heavy rain.

Art of Living marks 45 years; PM 
Modi to inaugurate Dhyan Mandir

Prime Minister Modi will launch Dhyan Mandir and year-long social welfare initiatives.
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

As the Art of Living com-
pletes 45 years, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will partic-
ipate in the celebrations and 
the 70th birthday events of 
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
on May 10 at the Art of Liv-
ing International Center on 
Kanakapura Road.Prime Min-
ister Modi will inaugurate the 
newly constructed Dhyan 
Mandir (meditation hall) 
along with year-long projects 
focused on mental well-being, 
rural development, nature 
conservation and social trans-
formation.Speaking about the 
organisation’s journey, Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar said the sign of 
a healthy society is seeing a 
smile on every face, which 

has remained the guiding vi-
sion of the Art of Living for 
the past 45 years.

Founded in 1981 by Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar, the Art of Liv-
ing has grown into a global 
volunteer-driven humanitarian 
and educational organisation 
with a presence in over 180 
countries. Born in Papanasam 
in Tamil Nadu on May 13, 

1956, Ravi Shankar showed 
an early inclination towards 
spirituality and began reciting 
the Bhagavad Gita at a young 
age. By the age of 17, he had 
graduated in modern physics, 
combining scientific learning 
with spiritual teachings.

During a 10-day period of 
silence, he developed Sudar-
shan Kriya, a breathing tech-

nique now practised world-
wide. Over the decades, the 
organisation has built a net-
work of over 37,000 pro-
gramme leaders and more 
than a million volunteers 
globally.Its humanitarian ini-
tiatives include rehabilitation 
programmes for victims and 
perpetrators of violence, in-
cluding former militants and 
gang members in conflict-hit 
regions such as Kosovo, Iraq 
and India. Sri Sri Ravi Shan-
kar’s contributions have been 
recognised with the Padma 
Vibhushan and several inter-
national honours.In the field 
of education, the organisation 
runs more than 1,300 free 
schools in rural and tribal ar-
eas, benefiting over one lakh 
children. Vocational training 

initiatives have reached more 
than 4.7 lakh youth across In-
dia.Environmental campaigns 
by the organisation include 
rejuvenation of over 75 rivers 
and extensive tree plantation 
drives. Prisoner rehabilitation 
programmes have reached 
more than eight lakh inmates 
worldwide. Campaigns pro-
moting ethics, anti-corruption, 
women’s empowerment and 
mental well-being have also 
mobilised millions.The Art of 
Living’s World Culture Festi-
vals have been organised in 
cities including Bengaluru, 
Berlin, New Delhi and Wash-
ington DC. A global medita-
tion for world peace led by 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar will be 
held on May 13 and streamed 
live worldwide.

Nearly 600 vehicles towed for 
parking violations since April 1
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

A month after Bengaluru rein-
troduced towing operations 
for wrongly parked vehicles, 
traffic police say the crack-
down is beginning to show 
visible impact on city roads. 
Since April 1, nearly 600 ve-
hicles — the majority of them 
cars — have been towed 
away for causing obstruction 
and traffic congestion across 
different parts of the city.At 
present, towing operations are 
being carried out in the Cen-
tral, West and North traffic 
divisions with six towing 
trucks in service. Officials 
said the drive will soon be ex-
panded to South Bengaluru 
and other congested areas.
Joint Commissioner of Police 
(Traffic) Karthik Reddy said 
six additional towing vehicles 
would soon be added to 
strengthen enforcement across 
the city. He said the towing 
fleet, provided by the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA), 
currently functions with small 
teams of three to four person-
nel, including the driver. Ev-

ery operation is supervised by 
an assistant sub-inspector 
(ASI) from the respective traf-
fic police station.Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (West) 
Anoop Shetty said authorities 
are currently operating with 
one towing vehicle for every 
two traffic police station juris-
dictions. According to him, the 
focus has largely been on cars 
and other four-wheelers as 
they occupy more road space 
and create major bottlenecks 
for moving traffic.Officials 
said the towing strategy is 
flexible and changes depend-
ing on traffic congestion. In 
the west division, a tow truck 
may operate in Wilson Garden 
one day and move to Ashok 
Nagar the next, covering dif-
ferent problem areas through-
out the week.A senior traffic 
police officer said towing ve-
hicles are deployed immedi-
ately whenever severe conges-
tion is reported due to illegal 
parking. He added that parking 
violations are most common 
on roads within the central 
business district and at key 
junctions along the Outer Ring 

Road.According to police, 
wrong parking is particularly 
severe in the south-east and 
southern stretches of the Outer 
Ring Road, especially in the 
city’s tech corridor, where 
roadside parking often nar-
rows carriageways and slows 
traffic movement during peak 
hours.BackgroundVehicle 
towing in Bengaluru had been 
suspended on February 2, 

2022, following allegations of 
corruption and irregularities in 
enforcement. The system was 
officially reintroduced on 
April 5, 2026.The operations 
are being jointly conducted by 
the Bengaluru Traffic Police 
and the GBA. Officials said all 
towing vehicles are equipped 
with dash cameras and geotag-
ging systems to improve trans-
parency and accountability.
The fine for wrong parking is 
Rs 500 for all vehicles. In ad-
dition, vehicle owners must 
pay towing charges of Rs 650 
for two-wheelers and Rs 1,000 
for four-wheelers.

Problems continue for 
smooth traffic flow 

inspite of  levying fines 
for wrong parking

Strong education foundation 
shapes a successful life: Dr 

Jayakar Shetty
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
Education is the foundation 
of life, and a strong educa-
tional base can shape a mag-
nificent future, said Dr Jay-
akar Shetty, Vice Chancellor 
of Bangalore University.

He was speaking at the 
graduation ceremony of 
B G S - B  S c h o o l  o n 
Kengeri-Uttarahalli Main 
Road in Bengaluru. Ad-
dressing students, Dr Shetty 
stressed that education and 
industrial aspirations must 
go hand in hand. He said ed-
ucational institutions should 
equip students with skills 
that industries currently de-
mand.

According to him, the 
present curriculum reforms 
introduced by the Central 
and State governments are 
moving in the right direc-
tion by focusing on skill-
based education. He also 
said the present time offers 
immense opportunities for 
young entrepreneurs and en-
couraged students to be-
come job creators instead of 
merely seeking employ-
ment.

Dr Shetty praised the con-
tributions of the BGS and 
SJB Group of Institutions in 
the fields of education, 
healthcare and employment 
generation.

Dr Prakashnath Swamiji 
also addressed the gathering 
and urged students to con-
tribute to the development 
of their families and society. 
Drawing inspiration from 
Balagangadharanatha Swa-
miji, he said students should 
uphold values of service and 
social responsibility.

He noted that industries 
no longer evaluate candi-
dates solely based on aca-
demic marks, but also con-
sider qualities such as disci-
pline, punctuality and con-
duct. Students, he said, must 
develop these quali t ies 
alongside academic excel-
lence.

During the ceremony, de-
grees were awarded to 270 
students.

Among those present were 
Pramod, Varadarajan, Dr S P 
Yoganna,  Dr Puttaraju, 
Megha Patil Mongoli, Dr 
Mohan, Dr Guruprasad and 
Principal Ramya.

CYBERCROOKS POSING AS NIA OFFICIALS 
DUPE ELDERLY WOMAN OF RS 2 CRORE

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A 78-year-old homemaker 
and her daughter were al-
legedly cheated of Rs 2.1 
crore by cybercriminals pos-
ing as officials of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
in a sophisticated “digital ar-
rest” scam in Bengaluru.

The victims, residents of 
Jayanagar, were targeted after 
fraudsters falsely claimed 
they were linked to a ter-
ror-related investigation in-
volving the banned Popular 
Front of India (PFI).Accord-
ing to police, the ordeal began 
on April 13 when the elderly 
woman received a WhatsApp 
call from a man claiming to 
be an NIA officer. 

The caller alleged that a 
PFI member arrested during 
an investigation had been us-

ing a debit card issued in her 
name. He warned her not to 
reveal the matter to anyone, 
saying the case was highly 
sensitive.The fraudsters grad-
ually gained the woman’s 
trust and collected details 
about her family members 
along with copies of identifi-
cation documents. They later 
claimed that her daughter was 
also under suspicion in the 
same case. 

A man identifying himself 
as Pradeep Jaswal allegedly 
conducted video-recorded 
“statements” of the woman 
and her daughter. The accused 
repeatedly threatened them 
with arrest and public humil-
iation if they failed to cooper-
ate.Terrified by the accusa-
tions, the victims insisted they 
had no links to any terror or-
ganisation.

 The fraudsters then assured 
them that they could avoid 
arrest if they cooperated with 
the “investigation.”On the 
pretext of verifying money 
trails and complying with Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) 
procedures, the accused per-
suaded the woman to disclose 
details of her bank accounts 
and balances. They subse-
quently instructed her to 
transfer funds to multiple 
bank accounts, claiming the 
money would be returned af-
ter verification.

Believing the claims, the 
woman transferred her life 
savings over several transac-
tions. Police said she even 
prematurely closed fixed de-
posits held in two banks and 
transferred the proceeds to the 
fraudsters.

The cybercriminals alleged-

ly continued manipulating the 
victims and convinced them 
to pledge gold jewellery to 
raise additional funds. The 
fraud came to light only on 
May 2 when the elderly wom-
an approached her brother 
seeking more money.Suspect-
ing foul play, her brother 
warned her that she was being 
cheated. 

The woman then contacted 
the national cybercrime help-
line 1930 and later filed a for-
mal complaint with the po-
lice.A senior police officer 
said a case has been regis-
tered under provisions of the 
Information Technology Act 
and the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS). Investigators are 
now working to trace the ac-
cused and freeze the money 
transferred into various ac-
counts. 

Educational institutions 
preparing students for future 

technologies: Siddharth Verma
CH NEWS,  BENGALURU

 
Educational institutions are 
equipping students with 
knowledge required for the 
future in today’s technolo-
gy-driven world, said Sid-
dharth Verma, Senior General 
Manager of Schneider Elec-
tric Company.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the cultural pro-
gramme “Verve-2026” organ-
ised at JSS Engineering Col-
lege on Kengeri-Uttarahalli 
Main Road. Addressing stu-
dents, Verma said the industri-
al revolution that began in the 
17th century paved the way 
for the technological advance-
ments seen today, particularly 
in the field of electrical ener-
gy.He urged students to make 
the best use of the knowledge 

imparted by professors and 
develop skills that would help 
them succeed in the modern 
industrial environment.

Sangamesh Upase said such 
cultural and educational plat-
forms help students gain con-
fidence and improve their 
overall personality. He noted 
that values such as culture 
and discipline continue to be 
preserved through monaster-
ies and educational institu-
tions.Referring to the teach-
ings of Basavanna, Upase 
said students should adopt his 
ideals and vachanas in their 
daily lives to promote equali-
ty in society. He added that 
participation in extracurricu-
lar activities alongside aca-
demics enhances students’ 
knowledge and leadership 
abilities.

KSCDCL to 
open first 
showroom 

outside state in 
Jaipur

CH NEWS,  BENGALURU
 

Karnataka State Coir Devel-
opment Corporation Limited 
(KSCDCL) is set to open its 
first showroom outside Kar-
nataka in Jaipur on Saturday, 
marking a major step in its 
efforts to expand the market 
for eco-friendly coir products 
across the country.

The showroom, established 
in collaboration with a re-
gional distributor, will stock 
nearly 6,000 Dutch mats 
along with a range of other 
coir products, KSCDCL 
Chairman Nataraj Janakiram 
said.

The first consignment of 
products was flagged off by 
Karnataka Chief Secretary 
Shalini Rajneesh at Vidhana 
Soudha last week and has al-
ready reached Jaipur.
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Kunchavaram sanctuary revives with green growth
CHINCHOLI

 
The Kunchavaram Wildlife 
Sanctuary in the region has 
witnessed a remarkable reviv-
al, turning lush green after the 
onset of seasonal changes, 
offering a refreshing contrast 
to the surrounding arid land-
scape.

The sanctuary, often de-
scribed as an ecological oasis, 
has seen trees that shed leaves 
during the peak summer 
months sprouting fresh foli-
age, transforming the forest 
into a vibrant green cover. 
The renewed vegetation has 

significantly enhanced the 
natural beauty of the area, at-
tracting wildlife enthusiasts 
and visitors.

Officials noted that the pre-
vious extended monsoon sea-
son helped improve soil mois-

ture levels, which continues 
to support vegetation growth 
even during the current year’s 
relatively lower rainfall peri-
od. Occasional rains in March 
and April, including brief 
showers and hailstorms, have 

further contributed to the re-
generation of the forest eco-
system. Mallikarjun Guthedar 
explained that wild animals in 
the sanctuary typically avoid 
consuming warm or stagnant 
water and prefer cooler sourc-
es, which helps maintain their 
health during hot conditions.

Water availability inside the 
sanctuary has also improved, 
with several streams and riv-
ulets continuing to flow with-
out drying up completely. 
However, in low-lying areas, 
stagnant water tends to heat 
up quickly under intense sun-
light, prompting animals to 

move toward flowing water 
sources during the day.

Sanjeevkumar Chavan said 
that forest officials have made 
arrangements to maintain wa-
ter supply by filling cement 
concrete ponds constructed 
within the sanctuary. Addi-
tional water will be provided 
as needed, particularly if rain-
fall remains inconsistent in 
the coming weeks.

The revival of the sanctuary 
is being seen as a positive 
sign for biodiversity conser-
vation, ensuring habitat stabil-
ity for wildlife amid rising 
summer temperatures.

SEASONAL RAINS BOOST VEGETATION

QUICK READ

Copper theft 
reported at BRIMS 

hospital 

DC urges 
beneficiaries to collect 

ration rice 

Farmers, workers face 
contaminated water 

issues

BIDAR 
A theft of copper materi-
als from air-conditioning 

units has been reported at 
the Bidar Institute of 

Medical Sciences 
(BRIMS) hospital cam-

pus. Unidentified miscre-
ants allegedly stole cop-
per wires and pipes from 
nine AC compressors, ac-

cording to a complaint 
filed by BRIMS Director Dr. 

Shantala Koujalagi. The 
stolen items are valued at 

about H4.5 lakh, while 
damage to equipment 

and infrastructure is esti-
mated at nearly H35 lakh. 

Despite security meas-
ures including Home 

Guards and CCTV camer-
as, the incident went un-
detected. Authorities also 

noted repeated copper 
theft cases in the past 

year. A case has been reg-
istered at New Town Po-
lice Station and an inves-

tigation is underway to 
trace the culprits involved 

in the incident.

VIJAYAPURA
Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Anand K. has announced 

that ration rice for May 
and June 2026 under the 

National Food Security 
Act has been supplied to 
all fair price shops in the 

district and will be distrib-
uted during May. Benefi-
ciaries under the Antyo-

daya Anna Yojana will re-
ceive 70 kg of rice per ra-
tion card for two months, 

while BPL cardholders will 
get 5 kg per member per 
month, totaling 10 kg for 

the period. Two biometric 
authentications are man-
datory for collection. The 

Anna Bhagya Scheme rice 
will be distributed in June. 

The DC warned against 
black market sale of ra-

tion rice and said BPL 
cards may be cancelled 

for violations.

YADGIR
Farmers, hamali workers, 

and traders at the Agricul-
tural Produce Market 

Committee (APMC) yard 
in Yadgir have alleged 

that they are being forced 
to drink unclean and 

heated water due to poor 
maintenance of drinking 
water facilities. Workers 
said several water purifi-

cation units inside the 
market yard are either 

non-functional or dam-
aged. They also alleged 
that an old open well on 
the premises is in a ne-
glected condition, with 
stagnant water mixed 

with garbage, making it 
unsafe for consumption. 

Despite this, water from a 
borewell is reportedly 

pumped into overhead 
tanks and supplied 

through taps, often with-
out proper filtration. Many 

users complained that 
plastic storage tanks heat 
up in summer, resulting in 
hot water being supplied 

throughout the day. While 
APMC officials claimed 
that RO purified water is 
being provided, workers 

strongly denied the claim 
and said they are forced 

to buy drinking water 
from outside or cool tap 
water manually before 

use.

Farmer attempts poison 
amid power tower work

A farmer in Vijayapura allegedly attempted suicide during transmission tower 
work, prompting immediate rescue and hospitalisation by officials

VIJAYAPURA
 

A farmer in Vijayapura dis-
trict allegedly attempted to 
consume poison during the 
commencement of transmis-
sion tower erection work in 
Kolhar taluk, officials said. 
He has since been shifted to 
hospital and is under medical 
observation.

According to Vijayapura 
Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Anand K., the incident is 
linked to the ongoing 765 KV 
transmission line project from 
Narendra Receiving Station 
(Kudgi) to Pune GIS Receiv-

ing Station under the Union 
Ministry of Power. The proj-
ect involves tower and power 
line installation across Basa-
van Bagewadi, Babaleshwar, 
Tikota, and Kolhar taluks.

Out of 177 identified tower 

locations, foundation work 
has been completed at 168 
sites, while work is underway 
at the remaining locations. 
The incident occurred in Ta-
levad village at Survey No. 
161/2, belonging to farmer 
Mallanagouda Hanaman-
tagouda Biradar.

Officials said compensation 
of ₹8,96,236 had been fixed 
as per norms for the acquisi-
tion of around two-and-a-half 
guntas of land for the tower 
corridor. The foundation work 
at the site had already been 
completed prior to the inci-
dent.

Officials arrived to begin 
tower erection work when the 
farmer allegedly attempted to 
consume poison in their pres-
ence and in front of villagers. 
He was immediately rushed to 
the district hospital for treat-
ment.

The Deputy Commissioner 
confirmed that the farmer is 
stable and under medical care. 
Authorities are continuing to 
monitor the situation as the 
project progresses, while also 
addressing local concerns re-
lated to land use and compen-
sation under the transmission 
line development work.

Excise duty hike 
fails curb demand

KALABURAGI
 

Beer sales in Kalaburagi dis-
trict have recorded a sharp 
rise as intense summer heat 
continues to grip the region, 
with temperatures ranging be-
tween 40°C and 45°C. De-
spite recent increases in ex-
cise duty, consumers are in-
creasingly opting for beer to 
cope with the rising heat, 
leading to strong growth in 
sales across the district.

Kalaburagi has seven ex-
cise zones, with supply man-
aged through Karnataka State 
Beverages Corporation depots 
in Kalaburagi and Sedam. Of-
ficial figures show that beer 
sales in March 2026 reached 
1,38,674 boxes, generating an 
estimated revenue of ₹24.96 
crore. This marks an 18.21% 
increase compared to March 
2025, when 1,17,314 boxes 
were sold. In March 2024, 
sales stood at 1,39,539 boxes.

The upward trend contin-
ued in April 2026, which saw 
a record 1,65,554 beer boxes 
sold, compared to 1,37,203 
boxes in April 2025, reflect-
ing a 20.66% rise year-on-
year. In April 2024, the figure 

was 1,59,275 boxes.
Excise officials expect de-

mand to remain high through 
May due to persistent heat 
conditions, with projected 
sales of 1,70,281 boxes for 
May 2026. For comparison, 
May 2025 recorded 1,50,691 
boxes, while May 2024 stood 
at 1,70,452 boxes, a peak year 
influenced partly by election 
season demand.

Data also indicates that Ka-
laburagi city and nearby areas 
account for nearly 44.5% of 
total consumption in the dis-
trict. Out of 3,04,228 boxes 
sold in March and April 2026, 
Zones 1 and 2 of Kalaburagi 
alone contributed nearly half, 
highlighting strong urban 
concentration in beer con-
sumption patterns during peak 
summer months.

Beer sales in Kalaburagi 
have surged sharply 

amid extreme summer 
heat, with consumption 

rising significantly 
across March and April 
despite higher excise 

duties.

YOUTHS TRAPPED IN 
CAMBODIA CYBER SCAM

Two Kalaburagi youths were allegedly trapped in an overseas job scam 
and forced into cyber fraud in Cambodia

KALABURAGI
 

Two youths from Kalaburagi 
have allegedly fallen victim to 
an international job scam that 
led them to a cyber fraud net-
work operating in Cambodia 
after being promised data en-
try jobs in Vietnam.

The victims, identified as 
brothers Syed Sufiyan and 
Syed Mohij from Taj Nagar’s 
Filter Bed area, were report-
edly lured through a social 
media advertisement offering 
data entry jobs in Vietnam 
with attractive monthly sala-
ries.

According to a complaint 
filed at Chowk Police Station 
Kalaburagi, Sufiyan, a B.Com 
graduate who was working as 
an Ola driver in Bengaluru, 
contacted an agent through 
WhatsApp after seeing a 
Facebook reel advertising 
overseas employment oppor-

tunities.
The agent, who allegedly 

introduced himself as Madan 
Vadivel, conducted a video 
interview and informed the 
brothers that they had been 
selected for jobs abroad. 
Trusting the offer, they trav-
elled from Kalaburagi via Hy-
derabad and Kolkata 
and reached Vietnam 
on December  9 , 
2025.

H o w e v e r,  t h e 
complaint states that 
after arriving in Viet-
nam, they were trans-
ported across the border 
into Cambodia and taken to 
facilities run by a company 
operating under the name 
“Trump” in Sihanoukville. 
Later, they were moved to an-
other Chinese-run setup 
where they were allegedly 
forced into cyber fraud activ-
ities.

The brothers claimed they 
were made to operate under 
fake identities and pressured 
to participate in online scams 
despite repeatedly refusing. 
They said they worked in the 
setup between December 11, 
2025, and January 14, 2026, 
without success in defrauding 

anyone.
The situation report-

edly changed when 
joint raids by Amer-
ican and Cambodian 
authorities led to the 
escape of several 

workers. The brothers 
later reached Phnom 

Penh and sought help from 
the Indian Embassy before 
returning to India on Febru-
ary 3, 2026.

Police have registered a 
case and initiated an investi-
gation into the alleged inter-
national trafficking and cy-
bercrime network.

Women’s University in Vijayapura urged 
to fill teaching vacancies

VIJAYAPURA
 

The Karnataka State Akkama-
hadevi Women’s University 
has been praised for its steady 
academic and infrastructural 
progress over the past decade, 
even as experts have stressed 
the urgent need to fill vacant 
teaching and non-teaching 
posts to maintain education 
quality.

Former Vice-Chancellor 
and head of the Triple A ex-
pert committee Meena Chan-
davarkar said the university 
has shown notable improve-
ment in infrastructure, aca-
demic facilities, and institu-
tional development despite 
several challenges.

She was speaking at the 

exit meeting of the Academic 
and Administrative Audit 
(AAA) committee held after a 
two-day inspection of the uni-
versity’s academic and ad-
ministrative systems at the 
main campus.

Chandavarkar noted that a 
large number of permanent 
faculty positions remain va-
cant, with guest lecturers han-
dling much of the teaching 
workload. She cautioned that 
this could impact academic 
quality and urged the admin-
istration to expedite recruit-
ment processes.

She also highlighted the is-
sue of low student enrolment 
in certain departments and 
recommended proactive out-
reach measures to attract 

more students. In addition, 
she stressed the need to 
strengthen infrastructure in 
response to growing demand 
for  undergraduate pro-
grammes at the main campus.

Vice-Chancellor Vijaya Ko-
rishetty welcomed the com-
mittee’s observations, stating 
that the two-day review pro-
vided valuable insights into 
the university’s achievements, 
governance systems, and fu-
ture plans.

She reaffirmed the institu-
tion’s commitment to empow-
ering women through educa-
tion, research, and extension 
activities, emphasizing that 
education plays a key role in 
social transformation and na-
tional development.

Heatwave dries 
rivers streams 

and water 
sources

AURAD
 

With severe summer heat and 
falling water levels, the Forest 
Department has stepped in to 
protect wildlife by setting up 
water troughs across forest ar-
eas to prevent animals from 
suffering dehydration.

The initiative comes as riv-
ers, streams, ponds, and lakes 
in the region have largely 
dried up, forcing wildlife to 
struggle for drinking water and 
in some cases move closer to 
human settlements in search of 
relief. The taluk, which has 
over 2,000 acres of forest cov-
er, is home to species such as 
deer, blackbucks, peacocks, 
foxes, wild boars, and porcu-
pines. Officials said maintain-
ing water sources inside forest 
zones has become critical 
during the ongoing heatwave.

Forest officials have in-
stalled water troughs at six 
locations, including Gadikush-
noor-2, Alur (K), Khanapur, 
Chintaki, and Chatnal forest 
areas, to ensure continuous ac-
cess to drinking water for ani-
mals. Basavaraj said the 
troughs were installed in Feb-
ruary, but demand has in-
creased sharply with rising 
temperatures. Each trough has 
a storage capacity of about 
10,000 litres, but water is now 
getting depleted within 20 
days, requiring frequent refill-
ing. M. D. Madassir Ahmed 
said six troughs are currently 
operational and proposals have 
been sent to set up additional 
ones in Hedgapur, Rakshal, 
and Chikli (J) forest regions.

He added that protecting 
wildlife, especially blackbucks 
and peacocks, is a key respon-
sibility of the department, and 
efforts are ongoing to ensure 
animals do not face water scar-
city until the end of summer.

Civic sense decline concerns 
Vijayapura residents

VIJAYAPURA
 

The city, known for its rich 
historical and cultural heritage 
including landmarks like Gol 
Gumbaz, is facing increasing 
concerns over declining civic 
sense among residents, partic-
ularly in traffic discipline, 
cleanliness, and public be-
haviour.

One of the most visible is-
sues is on the roads, where 
traffic rules are frequently ig-
nored. At major junctions 
such as Gandhi Circle and 
Basaveshwar Circle, motor-
ists are often seen jumping 
signals or accelerating even 
before the light turns green, 
creating confusion and raising 
the risk of accidents.

Traffic violations also in-
clude stopping vehicles be-
yond designated stop lines 
and improper parking. De-
spite clear “No Parking” 
zones, areas like Meenakshi 
Circle continue to witness un-
authorised parking of autos 
and two-wheelers, contribut-
ing to congestion and incon-
venience.

Public hygiene is another 

growing concern. Even in 
government offices and public 
spaces where signage prohib-
its spitting, walls are often 
stained, reflecting poor main-
tenance and disregard for 
cleanliness norms.

A more serious issue high-
lighted is public urination in 
several parts of the city, par-
ticularly near the bus stand 
towards Jod Gumbaz and 
around the Dreamland The-
atre area. These incidents cre-
ate unhygienic conditions, 
foul smell, and discomfort for 
pedestrians, especially wom-
en.

Authorities and observers 
note that these problems are 
less about lack of rules and 
more about lack of civic 
awareness and discipline 
among citizens. 

They stress that enforce-
ment alone cannot bring 
change unless individuals 
take responsibility for their 
own behaviour.

Experts say civic sense is 
essential for maintaining ur-
ban order and improving qual-
ity of life. Simple actions such 
as obeying traffic signals.

Boy drowns in 
Diggi Tanda 

water pit
CHITTAPUR

 
A tragic incident near Kon-
chur Diggi Tanda in Chittapur 
taluk of Kalaburagi district 
claimed the life of a young 
boy identified as Ritesh, after 
he drowned in a water-filled 
pit close to a railway track. 
The pit, reportedly created 
due to soil excavation and left 
uncovered near the railway 
line about a kilometre from 
the tanda, had filled with rain-
water and become a frequent 
bathing spot for local chil-
dren.

On Wednesday, Ritesh had 
gone to the site along with his 
friends. While initially play-
ing in shallow water, he re-
portedly moved into a deeper 
section of the pit and was un-
able to return to safety. He 
drowned despite attempts by 
nearby children to alert villag-
ers. Locals rushed to the spot 
and recovered the body before 
informing authorities.

Officials including the Chit-
tapur Tahsildar and Wadi po-
lice visited the site and con-
ducted an inspection. The 
body was shifted for postmor-
tem, and a case has been reg-
istered at Wadi Police Station.

Following the incident, vil-
lagers staged a protest that 
lasted several hours, placing 
the body at the site and de-
manding compensation for 
the family.

Priority given to welfare 
infrastructure initiatives 

RAICHUR
 

IAS officer Puvitha S. formal-
ly assumed charge as the new 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Raichur district on Wednes-
day evening, marking a key 
administrative transition in 
the district. Outgoing Deputy 
Commissioner Nitish K. 
handed over the charge and 
extended his best wishes to 
her.

After taking charge, Pu-
vitha S. expressed pride in 
being posted to the historic 
Raichur district, stating that it 
is an important opportunity to 
serve the people of the region. 
She said that her administra-
tion would give top priority to 
addressing pressing local is-
sues while ensuring the conti-
nuity of ongoing developmen-
tal works initiated by the pre-
vious Deputy Commissioner.

She also emphasized that 
special focus would be placed 
on the welfare and develop-
ment of women and children 
in the district. Calling for col-
lective participation, she 

sought the cooperation of 
public representatives, offi-
cials, and citizens to ensure 
overall progress and effective 
implementation of govern-
ment programmes.

Puvitha S. belongs to the 
2016 Karnataka cadre of the 
Indian Administrative Service 
and is originally from Tamil 
Nadu. She completed her pro-
bationary training in Udupi 
district. Over the course of 
her career, she has served in 
several key administrative po-
sitions including Assistant 
Commissioner in Tiptur, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Zilla Panchayats in Chikka-
magaluru and Chamara-
janagar, Joint Director at the 
Administrative Training Insti-
tute in Mysuru, and Managing 
Director of KUIDFC in Ben-
galuru.

The charge-taking ceremo-
ny was attended by Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Shivanand, Assistant Com-
missioner Hampanna Sajjan, 
Tahsildar Suresh Marma, and 
several other district officials. 
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Locals raise concern over neglected historic fort
CHIKKAMAGALURU

 
A historic fort in Sakharaya 
town of Kadur taluk is falling 
into neglect even though it 
carries important traces of 
Karnataka’s past. The struc-
ture, believed to have been 
built during the time of the 
Keladi and Vijayanagara rul-
ers around 1646–47, still 
stands in the heart of the cof-
fee-growing district, but lo-
cals say it is slowly deterio-
rating due to lack of mainte-
nance.According to Shakun-
agiri Temple President Sach-
chidananda, historical re-

cords suggest that Aruvadi 
Sri Ranga Raya, a feudatory 
ruler under the Vijayanagara 
Empire, built the fort with 
royal support. He said the 
fort was designed in a circu-

lar shape for security purpos-
es and once even housed a 
mint used for producing gold 
coins. A water system con-
nected to Ayyan Lake was 
also created to strengthen its 

protection.One of the main 
attractions of the fort is a 
massive cannon placed at its 
top. Locals claim it is one of 
the longest cannons in Karna-
taka, measuring nearly 19 feet 
and weighing between 22 and 
24 tons. It is believed to have 
been used for defence and 
could fire shells up to two 
miles. Some also say it was 
designed to be rotated by a 
single person.Despite its his-
torical value, the fort remains 
poorly maintained. Residents 
have expressed concern that 
the structure is losing its iden-
tity due to neglect.

FORGOTTEN FORT LEGACY 

QUICK READ
Storm damages house 
in Vadlimanaganahalli 

village 

Mandya to host Seed 
Festival Pre-Monsoon 

drive 

Hiriyur launches 
financial aid scheme 

applications 

HUNSUR
In Hunsur, heavy storm 
hit Vadlimanaganahalli 

village and caused dam-
age to a newly built 

house owned by Puttas-
waminayaka and his wife 
Pushpalatha, leaders of 
the mentally challenged 
community. Roof sheets 
and iron structures were 

destroyed, leaving the 
family in hardship. For-

mer MLA H. P. Manjunath 
visited the spot and in-
spected the losses. He 

spoke to the couple and 
encouraged them to stay 
strong, offering personal 

support and stressing the 
importance of education 
for their children. Villag-

ers also gathered and 
showed concern. The in-
cident has left the family 
struggling, but communi-

ty support is being ex-
tended in the village area.

MANDYA
University of Agricultural 

Sciences, Mandya, will 
host Seed Festival and 

Pre-Monsoon Movement 
2026 on May 8, 10 am at 

V.C. Farm, Nalvadi Kr-
ishnaraja Wodeyar Audi-

torium. VC Dr K C 
Narayanaswamy will in-

augurate chief guests Y S 
Patil and G T Putra at-
tend. Research Director 

Dr G M Devagiri will chair 
the program. It promotes 
quality seeds, timely sup-

ply and improved crop 
varieties for farmers. 

Farmers from Mandya 
nearby districts will par-
ticipate with scientists 

from KVKs EEUs. 30 
stalls will display certi-
fied and native seeds 

participation from KSSC 
NSC NGOs. Sessions 

cover monsoon prepara-
tion, seed selection and 
modern crop production 

methods.

CHITRADURGA
Applications are invit-
ed under Chief Minis-
ter Amrutha Nagarot-

thana Phase-4 
scheme for 2024-25 in 
Hiriyur Municipal Cor-

poration. The last date 
to apply is May 22. The 
scheme offers finan-

cial help to Scheduled 
Caste students study-
ing MBBS and BE, with 
support under 24.10%, 
7.25% and 5% catego-

ries within available 
funds. Fifty percent 

admission fee will be 
refunded to SC, ST 

and other quota stu-
dents in government 
and aided colleges. 

Three wheelers will be 
given to eligible differ-

ently abled persons. 
Financial support is 
also planned for SC 

small entrepreneurs. 
Applications are ac-

cepted May 8-22, said 
Commissioner A 

Wasim.

Vishwanath criticizes government 
over two controversial decisions

Vishwanath said government should not allow Ramachandra Rao back to duty 
amid ongoing serious allegations and investigations cases

MYSURU
 

MLC H. Vishwanath on 
Thursday criticized the Kar-
nataka government over two 
recent developments, calling 
them “black marks” on the 
state’s image Speaking at a 
press conference held at the 
Jaladarshini Guest House in 
Mysuru, he questioned the 
government’s decision to re-
voke the suspension of senior 
police officer Ramachandra 
Rao and also objected to the 

public celebration planned for 
former Chief Minister B.S. 
Yediyurappa

Vishwanath said the gov-
ernment should not have al-
lowed Ramachandra Rao to 
return to duty while serious 
allegations against him re-
main under discussion He 
recalled that Rao had earlier 
faced suspension after his ad-
opted daughter, Ranya Rao, 
was arrested in a gold smug-
gling case He also referred to 
accusations of sexual assault 

made against the officer by a 
woman who had approached 
him seeking helpAccording 
to Vishwanath, a forensic sci-

ence laboratory report had 
earlier confirmed the authen-
ticity of a video linked to the 
case, following which the 
government suspended the 
officer He questioned why 
the suspension was suddenly 
withdrawn and said such ac-
tions weaken public trust in 
justice and administrationThe 
MLC also criticized the 
“Abhimanotsava” event 
planned in Chitradurga in 
support of Yediyurappa, who 
is facing charges under the 

POCSO Act Vishwanath said 
organizing a celebration 
during such a sensitive legal 
matter sends the wrong mes-
sage to the publicHe further 
said political leaders and offi-
cials must act responsibly 
when cases involving serious 
allegations are still before the 
courts Vishwanath urged the 
government to protect the 
credibility of institutions and 
avoid decisions that could 
create confusion among citi-
zens.

Mangaluru IT Park faces 
hurdles as investors stay away
MANGALURU

 
The dream of establishing a 
major IT Park in Mangaluru 
under the Karnataka govern-
ment’s “Beyond Bengaluru” 
initiative has hit a roadblock 
after the project failed to at-
tract bidders during the first 
phase of tendering.The pro-
posed Rs 135-crore IT Park is 
expected to come up on 3.2 
acres near Blueberry Hills 
Road at Derebail and is aimed 
at boosting IT and BT invest-
ments in coastal Karnataka 
while creating large-scale em-
ployment opportunities.The 
project is considered crucial for 
generating thousands of direct 
and indirect jobs and improving 
economic opportunities in both 
urban and rural areas surround-
ing Mangaluru. 

However, despite the proj-
ect’s significance, the first bid-
ding process ended without re-
ceiving a single application.The 
tender process, issued by Karna-

taka State Electronics Develop-
ment Corporation (KEONICS), 
began on December 15, 2025 
and closed a month later. Fol-
lowing the lack of response, the 
government has now invited a 
second round of tenders, which 
will remain open until May 
22.Sources indicate that even 
during the second phase, only 
one bidder has shown prelimi-
nary interest.

According to industry ex-
perts, one of the biggest reasons 
for poor investor response is 
inadequate infrastructure around 
the project site, especially lack 
of proper road connectivity. 
Though the location is just one 
kilometre away from National 

Highway 66, access and sup-
porting infrastructure remain 
underdeveloped.Experts also 
believe strict tender conditions 
and high lease rentals have dis-
couraged companies. Since the 
project land belongs to the gov-
ernment, investors expected 
lower rental rates suited for a 
Tier-2 city. However, the pricing 
structure reportedly resembles 
metro-city standards.

The project is vital for 
jobs and economic 

growth around 
Mangaluru, but the first 
bidding process failed 

without any applications

Rajanna urges swift 
decision amid 

leadership confusion
MYSURU

Former Karnataka minister 
and Congress MLA Rajanna 
urged the party high com-
mand to quickly clear the 
confusion over a possible 
leadership change in the state. 
He said a delayed decision 
could affect both the govern-
ment and the Congress party.

Speaking to reporters out-
side Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s residence in Mysuru 
on Wednesday, Rajanna said 
the chief minister would fol-
low whatever decision the 
party leadership takes. He 
added that the high command 
should act soon to avoid un-
certainty among party work-
ers and leaders.

Rajanna revealed that he 
had personally spoken to se-
nior party leaders and had 
also written a letter requesting 
an early decision. According 

to him, the issue should not 
remain unresolved for a long 
time because it may weaken 
the administration and create 
unnecessary political tension.

He also demanded clarity 
on cabinet expansion and said 
ministers should either be giv-
en freedom to work or the 
party should take a final call 
on leadership changes.

Rajanna said several Con-
gress leaders are capable of 
becoming chief minister. He 
added that there was nothing 
wrong with Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
hoping for the top post.

Asked whether replacing 
Siddaramaiah would hurt the 
party, Rajanna said Congress 
is a national party and such 
matters are decided by the 
high command.  He stressed 
that focus should remain on 
governance instead of confu-
sion among supporters.

Kalavathi urges women 
to improve skills on self 

employment
MADIKERI

 
Women should improve their 
skills to achieve self-employ-
ment and better opportunities 
in life, said Madikeri Munici-
pal Corporation President P. 
Kalavathi. She was speaking 
as chief guest at a month-long 
micro entrepreneurship devel-
opment program organized by 
NABARD Bengaluru in col-
laboration with ODP Mysuru 
at Basappa Nursery Hall in 
Madikeri. She said women 
associations help improve 
skills and confidence and en-
couraged participants to stay 
calm and positive while learn-
ing new abilities. 

T Bhagya Nandam, Princi-
pal of Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Madikeri, said art and skill 
are important for creativity 
and women must adapt to 
changing times and technolo-
gy. He added that fashion to-
day blends tradition and mod-
ern ideas and women should 
use their creativity to become 
self-reliant and confident in 
society. Kodagu NABARD 
District Development Officer 
V Ramesh Babu said skills 
cannot be taken away and can 

be shared and promoted using 
social media platforms. He 
said NABARD has been con-
ducting skill training pro-
grams in Kodagu and women 
should make use of them for 
financial independence. Fa-
ther John Fernandes of My-
sore ODP said the organiza-
tion works for women's em-
powerment and supports self-
help groups to improve liveli-
hoods. Lalitha, project coor-
dinator, said NABARD skill 
programs have helped many 
women become self-reliant 
and earn income from home 
using their talents. 

Officials including Joyce 
Menezes Vijaya Narayana 
Mary Elizabeth and others 
participated in the event and 
supported the training initia-
tive for women. Organizers 
said the program will contin-
ue to encourage rural women 
to learn new skills use digital 
tools and build stronger finan-
cial independence through 
small business opportunities 
in the coming years. Officials 
also highlighted that such 
training programs are key for 
inclusive development in Kar-
nataka.

Kodagu cracks 
down on illegal 

homestays
MADIKERI

 
Authorities in Kodagu district 
have warned homestay opera-
tors to strictly follow registra-
tion rules or face legal action. 
Sub-Divisional officials said 
all homestays must obtain ap-
proval from the Tourism De-
partment before operating and 
must register through the offi-
cial government portal. They 
said unregistered homestays 
will be treated as illegal under 
the Karnataka Tourism Busi-
ness Facilitation and Regula-
tion Act 2015 and action will 
be taken against owners.Offi-
cials stressed that registered 
homestays must display per-
mits at the entrance and follow 
all safety and hygiene rules. 
They said homestays cannot 
be run in rented or sub-leased 
buildings and the owner must 
l ive  on  the  premises . 
Time-sharing room rentals are 
not allowed. CCTV cameras 
must be installed and operated 
24 hours a day with recordings 
stored for at least 30 days. 
Staff background checks 
through the police department 
are also mandatory.

Authorities instructed own-
ers to maintain guest registers, 
complaint books, and feedback 
records. 

Sridevi Group announces large 
engineering scholarship test

TUMAKURU
 

Sridevi Group of Institutions 
has announced a large schol-
arship test for engineering stu-
dents, aiming to support over 
1300 candidates from poor 
and talented backgrounds. The 
management said the exam 
will be held on the college 
campus on the 10th and will 
follow a CET model pattern. 
Founder president Dr M R 
Hulinaiker said the institution 
spends around Rs 2 crore ev-
ery year to help students con-
tinue higher education without 
financial stress. According to 
the scheme, top 11 rank hold-
ers will receive free education 
for four years. Students rank-
ing 11th to 30th will pay only 
CET fees, while 31st to 60th 
get 25 percent tuition waiver. 

Those ranked 61st to 100th 
will get 10 percent scholarship 
and lab fee reduction. Stu-

dents above 101 rank will get 
a waiver of Rs 10,000 in lab 
fees. They also provide bus 
facility, food, and snacks for 
students appearing for the test. 
Officials said more than 1300 
students have already regis-
tered and numbers may cross 
2000. In the last decade, over 
200 students have benefited 
and secured jobs in leading 
companies. The college says 
scholarship students are earn-
ing salaries between five and 
fifteen lakh rupees annually. 
Incentives of Rs 6,000 are 
given to students scoring 

highest marks each semester. 
College officials said infra-

structure has been improved 
to match global education 
standards. Many students and 
staff attended the press con-
ference held in Tumakuru. 
Sridevi institution said its 
scholarship initiative follows 
traditional gurukul values and 
supports equal education op-
portunities for rural youth 
across Karnataka. Manage-
ment added that the program 
will continue expanding every 
year to reach more deserving 
students. 

NEGLECTED INFRASTRUCTURE 
AFFECTS BELTHANGADY 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
BELTHANGADY

 
The poor condition of the 
Block Education Officer’s of-
fice in Belthangady has high-
lighted the neglect faced by 
the education department in-
frastructure in the taluk. Iron-
ically, the department respon-
sible for ensuring proper facil-
ities in schools is itself strug-
gling to function without a 
suitable office building.

The old BEO office located 
near Marigudi has turned di-
lapidated and unsafe after 
years of neglect. During every 
monsoon, rainwater leaked 
through the roof, making it 
difficult for officials and staff 
to work inside the building. 
Despite repeated appeals to 
the government for repair 
grants, no funds were report-

edly released.Officials some-
how managed to continue 
functioning from the damaged 
structure for several years. 
However, as leakage worsened 
and cracks began appearing 
across the building, authorities 
were left with no option but to 
vacate the office nearly a year 
ago.The office has now been 
temporarily shifted to the 
Samarthya Soudha building of 
the Belthangady Taluk Pan-
chayat. However, staff mem-
bers say the temporary loca-
tion lacks adequate space and 
proper facilities, affecting 
smooth functioning of admin-
istrative work related to 
schools and educational insti-
tutions in the taluk.Adding to 
the concern is the abandoned 
Gurubhavan building located 
beside the old BEO office. The 

project was started decades 
ago to create a dedicated space 
for teachers’ meetings, training 
programmes, cultural activities 
and official gatherings.

Though construction had 
progressed up to slab level 
with a hall and rooms being 
built, the project stopped mid-
way due to lack of funding. 
More than Rs 15 lakh is said 
to have already been spent on 
the structure through govern-
ment support and contribu-
tions from teachers.Today, the 
incomplete building stands 
abandoned with bushes and 
large trees growing around it. 
Continuous exposure to rain 
and heat has damaged the 
structure, with cracks appear-
ing on the walls and water 
leakage from the roof worsen-
ing every year.

Lawyer loses 
Rs 1 lakh in 

instant cyber 
theft 

CHIKKAMAGALURU
 

A lawyer from Chikkamaga-
luru became the victim of a 
cyber fraud after nearly Rs 1 
lakh was allegedly stolen 
from his account within mo-
ments of a gold loan amount 
being credited.According to 
the complaint filed with po-
lice, the advocate had re-
ceived Rs 4.14 lakh in his 
bank account after pledging 
gold ornaments for a loan. 
However, seconds after the 
amount was deposited, Rs 
99,584 was allegedly trans-
ferred illegally through Am-
azon Pay by unknown cyber 
f r a u d s t e r s . T h e  v i c t i m 
claimed that he did not re-
ceive any OTP alert, suspi-
cious message or APK link 
related to the transaction. He 
reportedly discovered the un-
authorised deduction before 
even exiting the bank after 
completing the gold loan pro-
cess.The incident has raised 
concerns over growing cyber 
fraud cases where criminals 
are allegedly managing to ac-
cess banking information 
without direct interaction 
with victims.Following the 
incident, the lawyer lodged a 
complaint at the Cyber Crime 
Police Station in Chikkamag-
aluru. Police have registered 
a case and begun an investi-
gation into the matter.Offi-
cials are examining transac-
tion details and digital re-
cords to identify how the 
fraudsters gained access to 
the account and carried out 
the transfer so quickly after 
the money was credited.Cy-
ber crime police have urged 
citizens to remain cautious 
while using digital banking 
services and to immediately 
inform authorities in case of 
suspicious transactions or un-
authorised withdrawals.
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KPCC slams delay women’s reservation implementation bill
BENGALURU

 
KPCC South  Dis t r ic t 
Campaign Committee con-
vener Mrs. Krupa Alva 
said that even though the 
Women’s Reservation Bill 
was passed in Parliament 
in 2023 the Central Gov-
ernment is delaying its im-
plementation She spoke at 
a media conference in 
Bengaluru and accused 
government of misleading 
people on women’s em-
powerment She said not 
implementing the 33 per-
cent reservation even after 

Parliament approval is an 
injustice to women She 
demanded immediate ac-
tion from the Centre to 
fulfil its promise. 

She also raised concerns 

over constituency delimi-
tation being planned be-
fore reservation is imple-
mented She warned that 
population based delimita-
tion could change the po-

litical balance in several 
constituencies She said 
Bengaluru may face social 
and political imbalance if 
changes are made without 
care She added that delay-
ing women’s reservation 
goes against constitutional 
values and weakens de-
mocracy She criticised the 
Centre for prioritising po-
litical benefits over wom-
en’s rights. 

KPCC leaders R Arun 
Kumar Dinesh Prasad 
Mall ikarjun Amarnath 
Nagaveni Krishnamurthy 
and Bhagya were present 

at the press meet They 
supported the demand for 
quick implementation of 
the bill They said women 
must get equal political 
opportunities They urged 
Centre to avoid further de-
lay and respect women 
r ep re sen ta t i on  r i gh t s 
Speakers said the issue is 
important for future of In-
dian democracy They 
called for fair delimitation 
process that does not harm 
women or smaller regions 
They hoped for early jus-
tice to women voters na-
tionwide.

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS ISSUE

QUICK READ
Computer exam 

announced for Gram 
Tax Collectors

Udupi Police launch 
locked house safety 

system

Gadag activist 
launches stray animal 

safety initiative

CHITRADURGA
A computer test will be 
held on May 22 at 11 am 

at Chitradurga Teachers’ 
Training College for can-

didates applying for 
Gram Panchayat Tax Col-
lector posts in Chitradur-
ga district. The list of eli-

gible candidates has 
been published on chitra-
durga.nic.in for direct re-
cruitment to these va-

cant posts. All shortlisted 
candidates must bring 
their Aadhaar card and 

online application receipt 
while attending the 

exam. Those who fail to 
appear at the scheduled 

time will be treated as 
absent. More details are 

available on the Zilla 
Panchayat website chi-
tradurga.nic.in, the offi-

cials said. Candidates are 
advised to follow instruc-
tions carefully for exami-

nation process rules.

UDUPI
The Udupi District Police 
has launched an innova-
tive Locked House Beat 

System (LHBS) to moni-
tor houses left locked 

when residents travel or 
work. Beat staff will regu-

larly check such homes 
during day and night to 

ensure safety and securi-
ty. Residents can inform 
the district control room 

at 0820-2526709 before 
leaving. Through 

WhatsApp, they must 
share departure and re-
turn dates, address de-

tails, and a selfie taken in 
front of the house. The 

facility is only for individ-
ual houses, not apart-

ments. Police have 
warned citizens not to 
share details with un-

known numbers for safe-
ty reasons. 

GADAG
Social activist Krishna H 

Hadapada has appreciat-
ed the efforts of S D Sin-

chana from Gadag for 
launching a unique ani-

mal protection campaign 
aimed at preventing road 
accidents involving stray 
animals. He said society 
must change its attitude 
towards the community 
of transgender people 
and recognize their po-

tential as contributors to 
social welfare rather than 
viewing them only as help 

seekers.
As part of her birthday ini-

tiative, Sinchana has 
started a campaign to 
place reflective radium 

belts around the necks of 
cows and dogs that roam 

on roads at night. The 
belts are designed to 

glow when vehicle lights 
fall on them, making ani-
mals visible to drivers and 

helping prevent acci-
dents. The initiative is 

aimed at saving both ani-
mal lives and ensuring 

road safety for motorists.

Nikhil Kumaraswamy addresses 
JD silver jubilee event

Nikhil criticized government, citing farmer debt, poor support prices, rural 
distress, and thousands of suicides statewide including Mandya

MANDYA
 

Mandya district leader Nikhil 
Kumaraswamy said that the 
region holds special place in 
his political journey as he 
spoke at the silver jubilee cel-
ebration of the Janata Dal par-
ty at Pandavapura in Melu-
kote constituency

He said that Mandya has 
given him love and support 
even though his family is not 
originally from the district 
and added that the defeat in 
the twenty nineteen Lok 
Sabha election taught him im-
portant lessons about patience 
and maturity making him a 
more careful and experienced 
politician

He added that there is a 
clear difference between his 
earlier self and present self 
and he feels more responsible 
in public life now The Janata 
Dal party he said was formed 

through the struggle of former 
prime minister H D Deve 
Gowda and continues to stand 
for Kannada land language 
water and farmers rights

He said the party has sur-
vived while many regional 
parties have disappeared and 
remains strong in Karnataka 
He praised H D Deve Gowda 
who at the age of ninety three 
continues to work in the Ra-
jya Sabha for farmers irriga-

tion and rural issues calling 
him an inspiration for young-
er leaders

Nikhil also criticized the 
current government saying 
that farmers are facing heavy 
debt no fair support prices 
and rising distress leading to 
serious problems in rural ar-
eas He claimed that in the last 
three years nearly three thou-
sand farmers have died by 
suicide across the state in-

cluding ninety seven in Man-
dya alone calling it proof of 
government failure

He said that people are 
worried about the future of 
farming and called for stron-
ger support systems for farm-
ers and better policies from 
leaders to protect rural life He 
also said that the year two 
thousand twenty eight assem-
bly elections will be import-
ant and expressed confidence 
that the alliance could return 
to power with renewed public 
trustIn the meeting party 
workers expressed hope that 
former chief minister H D 
Kumaraswamy will return to 
active state politics and 
strengthen organization ahead 
of the next elections They 
said unity among leaders is 
key for success and urged 
continued focus on farmers 
issues development and re-
gional pride

Unsafe water crisis 
sparks public outcry
GADAG

 
Residents of Gadag city have 
raised serious concern over 
poor civic conditions in Java-
li Galli where a major storm 
water drain and drinking wa-
ter pipeline system has been 
badly neglected by authorities 
said social activist Krishna H 
Hadapada in a press statement

He said the drinking water 
line drawn from Tungabhadra 
river passes through filthy 
drain water and is covered 
with waste including plastic 
and garbage creating serious 
health risks for nearby areas

He warned that even a 
small leak in the pipeline 
could allow sewage water to 
mix with drinking water af-
fecting residents of Doragalli 
Hombalanaka Janata Colony 
Mageri Oni and Ambedkar 
Nagar and increasing risk of 
diseases like cholera and ty-
phoidThe activist also high-
lighted that waste from a 
nearby chicken market in-
cluding rotten meat and blood 
is being dumped directly onto 
the drainage area making the 
surroundings unbearable with 
foul smell affecting daily life 
of peopleHadapada further 
stated that the main cement 
concrete road near the drain 
has lost its foundation and is 
now hanging in the air creat-
ing fear among pedestrians 
especially school children and 
workers who use this route 
every day

He said that a major acci-
dent has been avoided only 
because heavy vehicles are 
currently not using the road 
due to ongoing railway fly-
over work but warned that the 
situation could turn dangerous 
once traffic resumes

He urged Gadag District In 
charge Minister HK Patil to 
immediately direct officials to 
shift the drinking water pipe-
line to a safe location and re-
pair the damaged road with-
out delay to prevent a possi-
ble disasterCalling the situa-
tion alarming he said asking 
whether people are being 
supplied drinking water or 
poison as the pipeline lies un-
der waste and sewage he 
warned that if immediate ac-
tion is not taken residents 
may be forced to protest in 
front of the municipal council 
demanding accountability and 
urgent repair workLocal resi-
dents have also expressed 
frustration over repeated ne-
glect and said they hope au-
thorities will respond quickly 
to restore safe drinking water 
and protect public health in 
the area before any major 
tragedy occurs in the neigh-
bourhood.

The activist said chicken 
market waste is dumped 

into drainage causing 
foul smell, while nearby 

road is damaged, 
hanging dangerously and 
risking pedestrians daily

Society seeks land for journalist housing; government will examine 
feasibility and alternatives like KUDA and municipal plots

WORKING JOURNALISTS SEEK 
HOUSING SITES IN KOLAR

KOLAR
 

The Kolar district administra-
tion has assured journalists 
that steps will be taken to ex-
plore housing site allocation 
in the region. Deputy Com-
missioner Dr M R Ravi said 
the request for five acres of 
land submitted by the Kolar 
and Chikkaballapur Working 
Journalists Cooperative Soci-
ety will be examined. He add-
ed that the administration will 
check legal options for allot-
ting government land for 
housing purposes. 

He also suggested that the 
society consider alternative 
routes through KUDA, mu-
nicipal bodies, and public pri-
vate partnership models. Offi-
cials referred to Mysuru 
where journalists were allot-
ted sites through urban devel-
opment authority as a possible 
model for Kolar. Society pres-
ident K S Ganesh said many 
journalists in the district still 

live in rented houses without 
owning property. He said if 
five acres are allotted the so-
ciety will develop layouts and 
distribute sites to eligible 
members. The Deputy Com-
missioner reiterated that fea-
sibility of government land 
allotment will be verified be-
fore any final decision. He 
said other possibilities such as 
municipal council land, 
KUDA plots, and develop-
ment partnerships would also 
be explored. Journalists pres-
ent welcomed the initiative 
and urged the administration 
to speed up the process for 
housing allotment. 

The administration said all 
legal checks will be complet-
ed before any allocation is 
formally approved for the so-
ciety. It added that ensuring 
transparent procedures and 
fair distribution of land re-
mains the top priority of the 
district government. The Dep-
uty Commissioner also said 
that experiences from other 
districts will be studied care-
fully so that a suitable and 
legally sound housing solu-
tion can be created for jour-
nalists in Kolar while main-
taining transparency account-
ability and public interest at 
all stages.

KMDC offers major relief for borrowers 
KOLAR

 
The Karnataka Minorities 
Development Corporation 
KMDC has announced an 
interest waiver and One 
Time Set t lement  OTS 
scheme for eligible minority 
loan beneficiaries in the state 
According to KMDC District 
Manager Shirin Taj the 
scheme covers loans taken 
between financial years 2013 
-14 and 2018 -19 The initia-
tive aims to reduce financial 
burden and help beneficiaries 
clear long pending dues Un-
der this scheme borrowers 
who repay the principal loan 

amount will get full waiver 
of interest. The government 
has fixed the implementation 
period from May 1 to July 31 
2026 Beneficiaries can also 
repay in three instalments 
with 25 percent in May an-
other 25 percent in June and 
remaining 50 percent in July 
Shirin Taj appealed to all el-
igible borrowers to use the 
opportunity and contact near-
est KMDC office for details 
She said the scheme will 
support economic stability 
and self reliance of minority 
communities She urged ben-
eficiaries not to miss the ben-
efit and complete payments 

within the deadline to avoid 
additional financial stress 
The corporation expects hun-
dreds of families to benefit 
from this scheme and im-
prove their economic condi-
tion through timely settle-
ment She also said the gov-
ernment initiative is expected 
to reduce loan default rates 
and strengthen financial dis-
cipline among borrowers. 

Officials have asked all el-
igible people to approach 
KMDC offices for support 
and guidance during the 
scheme period effectively 
and on time across Karnata-
ka.

Minor dies following parental 
relationship objections

RAMANAGARA
 

A 15-year-old boy in Channa-
patna town of Ramanagara dis-
trict died by suicide after con-
suming poison following a 
family dispute over his rela-
tionship with an older woman. 
The incident occurred in Ra-
jakempegowda locality and 
came to light on May 4 after 
earlier treatment attempts 
failed and the boy passed away 
on May 4, 2026. According to 
police the boy had fallen in 
love with a 26-year-old woman 
named Shobha from Bidadi 
and his parents had objected 
due to the age difference and 
advised him to end the relation-
ship. Despite this the boy re-
portedly continued contacting 
her through social media plat-
forms such as WhatsApp and 

Instagram which created fur-
ther tension at home. He had 
earlier attempted suicide on 
April 29 after an argument and 
was first treated at Channapat-
na Taluk Hospital before being 
shifted to a private hospital in 
Bengaluru for advanced care. 
However he died on May 4 af-
ter his condition worsened de-
spite medical efforts. Follow-
ing his death the boy's parents 
lodged a complaint alleging 
that the woman was responsi-
ble and police have registered 
an FIR against her at Channa-
patna Rural Police Station. Po-
lice said investigation is ongo-
ing and statements are being 
collected from family members 
friends and others connected to 
the case to understand the cir-
cumstances leading to the trag-
ic incident in detail. 

River opens its first store in Shivamogga 
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Electric scooter maker River 
Mobility has opened its first 
store in Shivamogga, marking 
its entry into the city. The new 
River Store on BH Road was 
inaugurated by former Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minister K. S. 
Eshwarappa in partnership with 
MAG Enterprises. The store 
will provide test rides, sales, 
accessories, and full service 
support for customers. River is 
expanding across Karnataka 
and already runs 14 stores in 
cities like Bengaluru, Belagavi, 

Hubballi, Mangaluru, Mysuru, 
and Tumakuru. The company is 
also growing in other parts of 
India through company outlets 
and dealer partnerships. In 
April, Karnataka made up over 

26 percent of River’s total 
sales, making it its second larg-
est EV market. The River Indie 
scooter is designed for daily use 
with good storage, all-weather 
comfort, and practical range. 

Chitradurga gears up for 
grand BSY tribute event

CHITRADURGA
 

Preparations are in full swing in 
Kotenad, Chitradurga, for a ma-
jor “Abhimanotsava” event be-
ing organised to honour former 
Chief Minister and senior BJP 
leader B.S. Yediyurappa. The 
programme is scheduled to be 
held on May 9 at the spacious 
ground behind Madara Chenna-
iah Mutt.Party workers and 
supporters of Yediyurappa, who 
is credited with building the 
BJP’s base in South India, are 
organising the event as a tribute 
to his long political journey. Or-

ganisers said the celebration is 
meant to recognise his role in 
mentoring leaders and strength-
ening the party across the 
state.A large stage and a special 
German-style pandal are being 
set up at the venue. Prepara-
tions for seating, food, and 
crowd management are being 
carried out on a large scale. Lo-
cal MLA S R Gupta visited the 
site and reviewed the arrange-
ments. Several leaders includ-
ing Vishwanath, Munirathna, 
and Gopalaiah also inspected 
the preparations and discussed 
event planning with organisers.

Shidlaghatta to 
host grand Rama 

Shobha Yatra
SHIDLAGHATTA

 
A grand Sri Rama Shobha 
Yatra will be held in Shid-
laghatta on June 7, with or-
ganisers announcing that 
preparations are underway to 
make the event large and de-
votional in nature. Posters 
for the programme were re-
leased at Sri Rama Temple in 
Fort Circle by Sri Rama 
Shobha Yatra Observance 
Trust.

Trust taluk president Ven-
katesh said the Shobha Yatra 
is aimed at bringing people 
together and promoting unity 
among Hindus. He said the 
motto “We are all Hindus, 
we are all one” should be 
followed in practice through 
such community events.

Congress 
protests against 
gas price hike 

UDUPI
 

Block Congress Committee 
and Youth Congress Com-
mittee in Karkala staged a 
protest in front of the taluk 
office in Udupi district today 
against the hike in gas pric-
es. Party leaders and work-
ers expressed anger over the 
central government's price 
hike. Speaking on the occa-
sion Congress leader Uday 
Shetty Muniyalu criticised 
the BJP government which 
came to power with the 
promise of achche din and 
said it had given koche din 
to the people. 
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Bengaluru South orders urgent drain cleaning ahead of monsoon
BENGALURU

 
With the monsoon season ap-
proaching, Bengaluru South 
City Corporation has issued 
strict directions for immediate 
cleaning of stormwater drains 
to prevent flooding and relat-
ed disasters. Commissioner K 
N Ramesh personally inspect-
ed desilting work near Sind-
hoora Kalyana Mantapa on 
the Outer Ring Road at Sarak-
ki in J P Nagar.During the in-
spection, the Commissioner 
instructed engineers to re-
move all silt and waste from 
drains and stormwater chan-

nels without delay. He also 
ordered the removal of slabs 
covering roadside drains so that 
cleaning can be carried out ef-
fectively. Officials were told to 
ensure that garbage and weeds 

inside the drains are completely 
cleared.

He further directed that plas-
tic waste collected at bridge 
junctions in Rajakaluves must 
be removed regularly, warning 

that such blockages can seri-
ously affect water flow during 
heavy rains. He emphasized 
that continuous cleaning in sen-
sitive locations is necessary to 
avoid flooding in residential 
areas.At the same time, the Di-
saster Management team led by 
Additional Commissioner (De-
velopment) Dr Naveen Kumar 
Raju carried out inspections 
across Bommanahalli Zone. 
The team visited several flood-
prone locations including HSR 
Layout 1st Main Road, 14th 
Cross, Madiwala Lake, Oxford 
College surroundings, and An-
ugraha Layout.Officials re-

viewed the condition of storm-
water drains, water flow levels, 
and encroachments in canal 
areas. The Additional Commis-
sioner instructed departments 
to speed up desilting work and 
take preventive steps to handle 
possible rain-related emergen-
cies.Disaster Management Ad-
visor Dr Vinutha and field en-
gineers were also present 
during the inspection.Officials 
said the ongoing works are 
aimed at reducing waterlogging 
problems and ensuring better 
safety for residents during 
heavy rainfall in Bengaluru city 
this monsoon season.

STORMWATER SAFETY PUSH

QUICK READ
Temple land proposal 

sparks village  
action 

Major job fair to 
 boost opportunities in 

Haveri

Special Puja prayed for 
Sudhakar’s health 

recovery 

HUNSUR
In Maradur village of Hun-

sur taluk, officials and 
temple committee mem-
bers have moved to iden-

tify land for Venugol 
Swamy Temple. The pro-
posed site measures 200 

feet east-west and 100 
feet north-south. Devel-
opment Officer Dharme-

dra, Administrative Officer 
Nagaraj, and Seva Samiti 
members inspected and 
planned to send a pro-

posal to the Taluk 
Panchayat Executive Of-
ficer for reservation of the 
land. Earlier, villagers had 
requested allocation of 

major temple land. Elders 
and committee members 
including Satish, Murthy, 
Lokesh, Siddalingappa, 
Prasanna and Srikanthu 

attended. Authorities 
have urged government 
approval for further ac-
tion and preservation of 

temple.

Haveri
A job fair will be held on 
May 9, 2026, at college 

premises from 9:30 am. 
It is organised by Chet-

ana Business School 
and Goodleppa Hallikeri 

Colleges to help stu-
dents and job seekers 
get opportunities. The 
aim is to connect rural 
youth with companies 
and improve employ-

ment chances through 
campus recruitment. 
Many companies in-

cluding Med Plus Phar-
ma, ESSVEE Recruit-

Tech, Koravi Developers, 
Dev Matrix Digital Solu-
tions, Muthoot Finance, 
Koti Steel and Proficient 

Minds will participate. 
The program will be in-
augurated by M C Kolli, 
Director of KLE Society, 
Belgaum, placement di-
rectors and officials at-

tending.

CHALLAKERE
Religious rituals were held 

at Panchamukeshwar 
Temple in Challakere for 
the speedy recovery of 

District In-charge Minister 
D. Sudhakar. Devotees 
performed Mrityunjaya 
Homa, Rudrabhishek, 

Navagraha Shanti, An-
janeya Sahasranama and 
Ganapati puja. The pro-

gram was led by Rajiv 
Gandhi Panchayati Raj 

Sanstha leaders and Con-
gress workers under Smt 
Usha Chandrakumar. She 
said the minister is a lead-

er who works for Dalits, 
backward classes and mi-

norities in the district. 
Priests Thyagaraja Joshi 

and Subrahmanya Swam-
iji conducted the rituals. 
Many Congress workers 

including Shivshankar, Na-
garatna, Geetha and Mal-
lamma attended the cere-
mony. Devotees prayed for 
his early recovery and con-

tinued public service.

KSDL invites public tech 
to protect sandalwood

Minister said KSDL will fund anti-theft tech for farmers, with 
awards for growers, police, forest staff, informants

BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Soaps and Deter-
gents Limited (KSDL) has 
announced a new initiative to 
protect sandalwood trees and 
reduce theft across the state 
said Large and Medium In-
dustries Minister M. B. Patil 
on Thursday.Under this plan 
farmers scientists and organi-
sations are invited to share 
new machines or ideas that 
can help stop sandalwood 
theft.They will be allowed to 
show their technology to 
KSDL officials and if it works 
well the government will con-
sider using it and support its 
rollout.Minister Patil said 
KSDL will bear the cost of 
adopting useful anti-theft 
technologies to protect farm-
ers who grow sandalwood on 
their land.To encourage culti-
vation four top sandalwood 
supplying farmers will be 
honoured on June 4 the birth 

anniversary of Nalwadi 
Krishnaraja Wadiyar.

On the same day police and 
forest staff who have worked 
hard to catch sandalwood 
thieves will also be rewarded 
along with citizens who gave 
helpful information.

He said theft of sandalwood 
has been a long-standing 
problem and even though 
strict laws exist convictions 
remain low in many cases.

In this situation the organi-
sation must support farmers 

with both legal help and mod-
ern technology so that more 
people feel safe to grow san-
dalwood.

So far in the last three years 
KSDL has bought 174.5 met-
ric tonnes of sandalwood 
from farmers and paid ₹6.08 
crore directly into their bank 
accounts.Officials said the 
aim of the programme is to 
protect valuable sandalwood 
trees support farmers and 
strengthen Karnataka’s fa-
mous Mysuru sandal soap in-

dustry through innovation and 
public participation.They add-
ed that community involve-
ment and new technology will 
play a key role in reducing 
illegal cutting of trees and in-
creasing trust between farm-
ers and government agencies.
The initiative is also expected 
to create better income oppor-
tunities for growers and en-
sure steady supply of raw 
material for KSDL in the 
coming years.

It further stated that KSDL 
remains committed to work-
ing with farmers experts and 
security agencies to protect 
sandalwood resources reduce 
theft cases and promote sus-
tainable cultivation practices 
across Karnataka while en-
couraging innovation-driven 
solutions from the public for 
long-term benefi ts  and 
strengthen rural economy and 
farmer confidence in Karnata-
ka state.

Ramanagara MLA 
launches road drainage 

works project 
RAMANAGARA

 
Ramanagara MLA H A Iqbal 
H u s s a i n  o n  T h u r s d a y 
launched road and drainage 
deve lopment  works  in 
Vivekanandanagar, stating 
that the area is being upgrad-
ed with better basic facilities 
under a new grant of about Rs 
5 crore. He performed the tra-
ditional shovel ritual before 
starting works near Rayara-
doddy Circle and BGS Circle.

Speaking to reporters, the 
MLA said Vivekanandanagar 
is a large ward that requires 
continuous development and 
more funding. He said several 
works have already been tak-
en up in the area after he be-
came MLA, and fresh proj-
ects are now being started 
again to improve roads and 
drainage systems.

He added that priority is be-
ing given not only to rural 
development but also to urban 
infrastructure, especially in 
fast-growing city areas. Ac-
cording to him, basic needs 
such as education, health, 
housing, and transport infra-
structure are being focused on 
to improve living conditions. 
He assured that quality roads 
would be constructed under 
the new works.

The MLA also said that 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief Minister D 
K Shivakumar have sanc-
tioned special development 
grants, including funds for 
urban and minority welfare 
projects. He mentioned that 
multiple schemes worth sev-
eral crores are being imple-
mented in the region and 
more works will begin soon.

He instructed officials and 
contractors to maintain quali-
ty and complete works on 
time. During the event, a few 
local leaders from the JD(S) 
also joined the Congress party 
in the presence of the MLA.

The programme was attend-
ed by several public represen-
tatives, municipal officials, 
and local leaders who wel-
comed the development 
works and expressed hope for 
improved civic facilities in 
the ward in the coming 
months.

MLA said CM 
Siddaramaiah and D K 

Shivakumar sanctioned 
special grants for urban 

and minority welfare, 
with multiple schemes 

underway and more 
works planned soon

Protesters demand closure of factories polluting Tungabhadra, relocation 
of sponge iron units, rehabilitation package, and scientific health study

Protest against Baldota enters 189th day 
KOPPAL

 
The ongoing protest demand-
ing removal of Baldota 
MSPL pellet unit in Koppal 
has completed 189 days at the 
Municipal Council Grounds. 
Residents and activists say 
the plant operating since 2011 
near the city is causing heavy 
pollution and harming public 
health. They are demanding 
immediate closure of the unit 
and protection of local people 
and livestock. They also want 
Basapura Lake to be kept 
clean and made available for 
drinking water for people and 

animals. 
Protesters have called for 

sealing of factories polluting 
the Tungabhadra River and 
relocation of sponge iron 
units near Hirebaganal and 
Allahnagar. They have also 
demanded a special rehabili-
tation package for twenty-two 
affected villages and a scien-
tific study of health and envi-
ronmental damage. The study 
has been urged to be conduct-
ed by reputed institutions 
such as AIIMS and IISc for 
accurate assessment. 

The agitation is being led 
by joint action groups includ-

ing Koppal District Bachao 
Andolan and Pasaraya Hi-
trakshana Vedike along with 
several local activists and 
community members present 
at the site. Locals said the 
prolonged agitation reflects 
deep concern over environ-
mental safety and public 
health in the region and urged 
the government to take imme-
diate action and implement 
scientific solutions to control 
industrial pollution and pro-
tect water bodies and ensure 
sustainable development for 
future generations in Koppal 
district.

UNANNOUNCED LOAD 
SHEDDING SPARKS OUTRAGE 

AMONG UDUPI RESIDENTS
UDUPI

 
Continuous and unannounced 
power cuts in several parts of 
Udupi district have triggered 
public outrage, with residents 
alleging that unofficial load 
shedding is being carried out 
without prior intimation.Over 
the last four to five days, res-
idents have been facing re-
peated electricity interrup-
tions at different times of the 
day and night. Consumers say 
power supply is being disrupt-
ed during morning, afternoon, 
late-night and early morning 
hours, severely affecting nor-
mal life.The frequent outages 
are impacting homes, offices, 
businesses and industries. Citi-
zens say the situation has be-
come especially difficult due to 
the ongoing summer season 
when dependence on cooling 
appliances such as fans and air 
conditioners is very high.

Residents pointed out that 
power cuts are normally ex-
pected during heavy rain, light-

ning or strong winds when 
transformers or electric lines 
get damaged. However, they 
alleged that the current disrup-
tions are happening despite sta-
ble weather conditions.Public 
anger is particularly visible in 
urban localities such as Mani-
pal, Indrali, Kunjibettu, Esh-
warnagar, Kukkikatte and Dod-
danagudde where electricity 
supply interruptions have re-
portedly increased in recent 
days.Consumers questioned 
how rural areas would be cop-
ing if even major urban centres 
are facing frequent outages.

People said that though sched-
uled maintenance shutdowns 
by Mangalore Electricity Sup-
ply Company (MESCOM) are 
acceptable, the absence of prior 
information regarding emer-
gency power cuts has caused 
major inconvenience.Mean-
while, MESCOM officials clar-
ified that some interruptions 
were caused after a transformer 
malfunction at Nittur station.
Executive Engineer K. 
Prasanna Kumar said the dam-
aged transformer has now been 
repaired and electricity supply 
is being restored gradually.

Udupi district 
intensifies sanitation 

drive before monsoon
KARKALA

 
With the southwest monsoon 
expected to arrive soon, au-
thorities in Udupi district 
have intensified a dis-
trict-wide pre-monsoon sani-
tation campaign to prevent 
disease outbreaks and im-
prove cleanliness.

The “Pre-Monsoon Cleanli-
ness Campaign” has been 
launched under the guidance 
of the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Zilla Panchayat and is 
currently being implemented 
in most gram panchayat areas 
across the district.Officials 
stated that 142 of the district’s 
155 gram panchayats are ac-
tively participating in the 
drive. So far, sanitation work 
covering 1,35,143 metres has 
been completed and nearly 
22,998 kg of dry waste has 
been cleared.The campaign 
focuses on cleaning drains, 
roadsides, public areas and 

stagnant water spots to ensure 
smooth drainage during mon-
soon and reduce mosquito 
breeding. Authorities are also 
giving importance to reducing 
plastic pollution.Among all 
taluks, Kundapura has record-
ed the highest progress. More 
than 46,000 metres of area 
has been cleaned and over 
5,500 kg of plastic waste col-
lected there.Officials further 
said Hebri and Byndoor ta-
luks have achieved full partic-
ipation from all gram pancha-
yats.The district administra-
tion has also initiated strict 
enforcement against littering 
and improper waste disposal. 
A total fine of Rs 38,700 has 
been collected from 17 viola-
tors through gram panchayat 
officials.

Authorities said the cam-
paign will continue in the 
coming days to ensure villag-
es remain clean and prepared 
before heavy rains begin.

Petition filed against BSNL 
official in Vijayapura

VIJAYAPURA
 

A petition was submitted to 
District Collector Dr. Anand 
K. and BSNL senior officials 
in Bengaluru by farmer and 
Dalit organisations along 
with Aam Aadmi Party lead-
ers demanding action against 
a BSNL official over alleged 
violation of government con-
duct rules during birthday 
celebrations at the office and 
disrespect shown to Dr B R 
Ambedkar. Leaders said the 
Deputy General Manager of 
BSNL Vijayapura allegedly 
celebrated his birthday inside 
the government office which 
they claimed violated rules 
and also hurt sentiments 
during Ambedkar Jayanti 
events.

 They further alleged that a 
portrait of Dr Ambedkar was 
placed near the footpath area 
of the office while the offi-
cial birthday celebration was 

held in an air conditioned 
hall inside the same premises 
which they termed disre-
spectful  Activists  from 
Akhand Karnataka Raitha 
Sangh Aam Aadmi Party 
Dalit Sangharsh Samiti and 
Valmiki organisations sub-
mitted a memorandum to the 
Collector and also staged a 
protest outside the BSNL of-
fice demanding suspension 
and legal action against the 
concerned officer They stated 
that such acts undermine the 
respect of Dr B R Ambedkar 
who is regarded as the archi-
tect of the Constitution and 
appealed for strict disci-
plinary action.

 Officials and party repre-
sentatives including Bhogesh 
Solapur Basavaraj Siddapur 
and others were present 
during the submission of the 
petition and urged authorities 
to take immediate action in 
Vijayapura.

Prof KH Belur praises 
Basavanna humanist 

philosophy

GADAG
 

Prof KH Belur said that 
Basavanna is a great human-
ist who gave early ideas of 
democracy and equality. He 
was speaking at a monthly 
Shivanubhava program in 
Gadag where Buddha Basava 
and Ambedkar jayanthi was 
celebrated. He said Basavan-
na’s Kayaka philosophy 
teaches dignity of work and 
equality for all people. He 
added that Basavanna re-
mains a cultural leader not 
only for Karnataka but for 
the world. He said Buddha 
teachings promote peace and 
non violence and Dr B R 
Ambedkar provided a strong 
constitution for India through 
knowledge and reading. He 
also said that celebrating 
great leaders should not be 
limited to rituals but their 
ideas must reach students and 
society. Former civic leader 
Shankar Hangal said photo 
based celebrations are not 
enough and true respect 
comes when ideas are prac-
ticed in daily life especially 
among children. 

Rain brings relief 
from scorching 
heat in Yadrami

YADRAMI
 

Moderate rain in Yadrami on 
Thursday evening brought relief 
to people suffering from heat for 
past two months. Clouds formed 
in evening and rain fell in several 
parts of taluk for about one hour 
cooling weather. Since morning 
sun was strong in many areas in-
cluding Yadrami town. After four 
pm thick clouds covered sky and 
rain started. Rain also fell in near-
by villages with wind, thunder 
and lightning. Farmers said rain 
gave moisture to soil helping ag-
ricultural work and pre monsoon 
preparation. Weather in town be-
came cooler after rain improving 
local conditions for residents. 
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Former Punjab 

 DGPs hail ‘Operation 
Sindoor’

AC blast triggers 
massive fire in  

Noida house

Chandigarh
Marking the first anniver-

sary of ‘Operation Sin-
door’, former Punjab 

DGPs on Thursday hailed 
the military action as a 
decisive and successful 
response by India to ter-

rorism, while stressing the 
need for sustained vigi-

lance, public awareness, 
and evolving security pre-
paredness to counter fu-

ture threats from Paki-
stan. Former Punjab DGP 
S.S. Virk told that the op-
eration was launched in 
response to the earlier 
Pahalgam incident and 
involved deep strikes by 

the Indian Air Force inside 
Pakistan’s territory. In re-

sponse to earlier events in 
Pahalgam, the Govern-

ment of India carried out 
Operation Sindoor inside 

Pakistan. It was a suc-
cessful operation. 

Greater Noida
A massive fire broke out 
at a residential house in 
Greater Noida’s Sector 

Beta 1 after an air condi-
tioner reportedly explod-

ed, creating panic 
among residents in the 
locality. No casualties 
were reported during 
this, officials said on 

Thursday According to 
officials, the incident 
took place at around 

10:15 p.m. on Wednes-
day at house number 

E-166, which belongs to 
Amit Kumar. Preliminary 
information suggested 
that the fire started on 

the first floor of the 
house before rapidly 

spreading through the 
building, leaving the oc-
cupants with very little 

time to respond. As 
flames engulfed the 

structure, members of 
the family rushed down-

stairs to save them-
selves. Within a short 

span of time, the blaze 
intensified and spread 

across the entire house, 
destroying household 

belongings and reducing 
much of the property to 

ashes.

NDA leaders show strength at Gandhi Maidan
32 leaders from the ruling NDA were sworn in as Bihar ministers during a grand ceremony

PATNA

The cabinet led by Samrat 
Chaudhary witnessed a major 
expansion on Thursday as 32 
leaders from the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) were sworn in as min-
isters during a grand ceremo-
ny held at Gandhi Maidan.

The large-scale swearing-in 
ceremony turned into a major 
political event in Bihar, draw-
ing the presence of several 
senior NDA leaders and thou-
sands of party supporters. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, and former Bi-
har Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar attended the event, high-
lighting the political signifi-
cance of the cabinet reshuffle.

One of the key highlights of 

the expansion was the inclu-
sion of several fresh faces in 
the state government. The (Ja-
nata Dal (United) inducted 
three new leaders into the 
cabinet — Nishant Kumar, 
Bulo Mandal, and Shweta 
Gupta.

Political observers believe 
the induction of Shweta Gup-
ta reflects an effort by the par-
ty to strengthen women’s rep-
resentation within the govern-
ment and broaden its social 
outreach.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
also introduced four first-time 
ministers — Mithilesh Tiwari, 
Ramchandra Paswan, Nand 
Kishore Ram, and Engineer 
Shailendra. Through these ap-
pointments, the BJP appears 
to have focused on expanding 
its representation among dif-
ferent social and regional 

groups. The final distribution 
of ministerial positions re-
flected careful alliance man-
agement within the NDA. Of 
the 32 ministers inducted, 15 
belong to the BJP quota, 
while 13 ministers represent 
JD(U). Two positions were 
allotted to the Lok Janshakti 
Party (Ram Vilas), one to the 
Hindustani Awam Morcha 
(Secular), and one to the 

Rashtriya Lok Morcha led by 
Upendra Kushwaha.

Political analysts view the 
cabinet expansion as a strate-
gic move aimed at maintain-
ing unity among NDA allies 
while preparing for upcoming 
electoral battles in Bihar and 
at the national level. The in-
clusion of both experienced 
leaders and newcomers is also 
being seen as an attempt to 

strengthen the alliance’s so-
cial and political base across 
the state. The reconstruction 
of the temple played a key 
role in restoring national con-
fidence and cultural self-re-
spect.

According to the Chief 
Minister, the shrine has re-
mained an enduring example 
of India’s ability to preserve 
its traditions despite centuries 

of challenges. He added that 
the Somnath temple continues 
to inspire generations through 
its historical and spiritual im-
portance.

The Chief Minister further 
said that under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the country is progress-
ing with a vision that com-
bines development with pres-
ervation of heritage. He em-
phasised that economic 
growth and cultural revival 
are being pursued simultane-
ously to strengthen India’s 
identity on the global stage

The ‘Somnath Swabhiman 
Yatra’ is expected to continue 
in multiple phases, enabling 
devotees from different parts 
of Madhya Pradesh to under-
take the spiritual journey to 
one of Hinduism’s most re-
vered pilgrimage centres.

GUWAHATI 

Senior legal officer steps 
down ahead of formation of 
new NDA government in As-
sam state. Devajit Saikia on 
Thursday announced his res-
ignation from the post of Ad-
vocate General of Assam fol-
lowing the completion of the 
tenure of the present state 
government led by Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma.

In a statement shared on X, 
Saikia said he had submitted 
his resignation on Wednesday 
in accordance with constitu-
tional traditions and estab-
lished practices followed after 
the end of a government’s 
term. He stated that his nearly 
five-year tenure as the state’s 
top law officer had formally 
concluded with the comple-
tion of the current administra-
tion’s tenure.

Saikia said that upholding 
constitutional conventions 
was important and therefore 
he chose to step down before 
the formation of the next gov-
ernment. He described his 
period in office as an “im-
mense honour and privilege” 
and expressed gratitude to the 
political leadership, legal fra-
ternity, and government offi-
cials for their support and 

cooperation during his tenure.
The senior legal officer 

thanked the Chief Minister, 
members of the Council of 
Ministers, government depart-
ments, fellow advocates, and 
judicial authorities for placing 
their trust in him over the 
years. He added that serving 
Assam in the constitutional 
position of Advocate General 
had been one of the most sig-
nificant responsibilities of his 
professional career.

During his tenure, Saikia 
represented the Assam gov-
ernment in several major con-
stitutional, administrative, and 
legal matters before different 
courts. He played a prominent 
role in handling important lit-
igation involving the state 
government and was regarded 
as one of the key legal faces 
of the administration.

Apart from his responsibil-

ities in the legal field, Saikia 
is also associated with Indian 
cricket administration. He 
currently serves as secretary 
of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India and has re-
mained actively involved in 
cricket management for sev-
eral years.

His resignation comes just 
days before the swearing-in 
ceremony of the new BJP-led 
National Democratic Alliance 
government in Assam, which 
is scheduled to take place on 
May 12 in Guwahati.

Political observers believe 
the resignation follows a 
long-standing constitutional 
convention in which Advo-
cate Generals often step down 
following the conclusion of a 
government’s tenure, allow-
ing the incoming administra-
tion to appoint its own chief 
legal advisor.

Devajit Saikia resigns as Assam Advocate General Leaders laud armed forces 
on ‘Op Sindoor’ anniversary

AMRAWATI 

N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Thursday said that Operation 
Sindoor sent a strong message 
to the world that India would 
never tolerate attacks on its 
soil and that any harm caused 
to Indian citizens would re-
ceive a firm response.

Marking the first anniversa-
ry of Operation Sindoor, the 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter shared a message on X, 
describing the military opera-
tion as a symbol of India’s 
growing defence capabilities 
and determination to safe-
guard national security 
against every threat.

Naidu paid tribute to those 
who lost their lives in the Pa-
halgam terrorist attack and 
praised the Indian Armed 
Forces for delivering what he 
described as a befitting re-
sponse through Operation 
Sindoor. He stated that the 
courage and sacrifice of secu-
rity personnel continue to in-
spire the nation.

S. Abdul Nazeer also ex-
tended heartfelt salutations to 
the bravery, commitment, and 
dedication of India’s security 
forces. He said Operation Sin-
door stood as a symbol of na-
tional pride, justice, and un-
wavering resolve against forc-
es attempting to challenge the 
unity and sovereignty of the 
country.

According to the Governor, 
the operation served as a 
strong warning to enemies of 
the nation and highlighted the 
determination of India’s 
armed forces to defend the 
country under all circum-
stances. He further expressed 
gratitude to soldiers for their 
sacrifices and tireless service.

State Minister for Educa-
tion and Information Technol-

ogy Nara Lokesh also com-
memorated the anniversary by 
praising the armed forces for 
their courage, precision, and 
selfless service. In his social 
media post, Lokesh said the 
operation demonstrated In-
dia’s unwavering commitment 
to protecting its sovereignty 
and ensuring the safety of its 
citizens.

L o k e s h  a d d i t i o n a l l y 
thanked Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for what he de-
scribed as calm and decisive 
leadership during a defining 
period for the nation. He stat-
ed that India remains united 
and strong in the face of secu-
rity challenges.

Meanwhile, Union Minister 
for Coal and Mines G. Kishan 
Reddy also honoured the 
courage and determination of 
Indian soldiers. He said the 
anniversary of Operation Sin-
door was an occasion to re-
member the fearless spirit and 
unwavering dedication of the 
armed forces, whose valour 
continues to inspire pride 
across the country.

Operation Sindoor is wide-
ly regarded as one of the sig-
nificant military responses 
undertaken by India in recent 
years, and political leaders 
across party lines used the an-
niversary to reaffirm support 
for the armed forces and na-
tional security.

Cracks in CPI-M, Jayarajan steps in as 
dissent grows against Vijayan

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

For perhaps the first time in 
nearly three decades, the un-
questioned authority of Pina-
rayi Vijayan within the 
CPI-M and the Left move-
ment in Kerala is facing open 
turbulence from within party 
ranks.

Days after the crushing As-
sembly poll debacle that re-
duced the CPI-M-led Left 
Democratic Front to just 35 
seats, senior party leader P. 
Jayarajan broke his silence 
amid a growing wave of sup-
port for him and mounting 
anger against the present state 
leadership.

In a carefully worded Face-
book post, Jayarajan appealed 

to CPI-M cadres to stop social 
media campaigns glorifying 
him while simultaneously at-
tacking sections of the party 
leadership.

The intervention assumes 
significance at a time when 
both Vijayan and State CPI-M 
Secretary M.V. Govindan are 
facing unprecedented criticism 
from within the party after the 
Left’s worst ever electoral hu-
miliation in Kerala.

In Kannur, long regarded as 
the ideological fortress of the 
CPI-M, posters surfaced de-
manding Jayarajan’s return to 
leadership.

One prominently displayed 
slogan read, “Call P. Jayara-
jan, save the party.”

There is also growing re-

sentment among cadres 
against Kannur district secre-
tary K.K. Ragesh, with many 
openly demanding a complete 
overhaul of the state and dis-
trict leadership.

Jayarajan, however, at-
tempted to rein in the rebel-
lion.

Drawing a contrast with the 
Congress culture of raising 
slogans such as “Call Indira, 
call Sonia, save the Con-
gress”, he reminded party 
workers that Communist or-
ganisational discipline was 
fundamentally different.

He urged cadres to avoid 
airing differences publicly 
through social media and in-
stead raise criticism within 
party forums.

NITI Aayog gives 
policy roadmap for 
school edu system

NEW DELHI

NITI Aayog has released a 
policy report that presents a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  d e -
cade-long analysis of In-
dia's school education sys-
tem across key parameters 
such as access and enrol-
ment, infrastructure, equity 
and inclusion, and learning 
outcomes, it was announced 
on Thursday. NITI Aayog 
CEO Nidhi Chhibber re-
leased the report,  t i t led 
‘School Education System 
in India: Temporal Analysis 
and Policy Roadmap for 
Quality Enhancement’. The 
report provides a detailed 
policy roadmap comprising 
13 comprehensive recom-
mendations.

Revanth Reddy’s 
convoy travels in regular 

traffic in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday travelled through 
regular traffic in Hyderabad, a day 
after directing police not to stop ve-
hicles for his convoy movement. Af-
ter returning from New Delhi, his 
convoy moved from Rajiv Gandhi 
International Airport at Shamshabad 
to his residence in Jubilee Hills with-
out complete traffic stoppages. The 
Chief Minister had instructed senior 
police officials on Wednesday to 
avoid measures causing inconve-
nience to the public during convoy 
movement. Following the directive, 
traffic police allowed vehicles to 
continue moving in a single lane in-
stead of imposing full roadblocks. 
Director General of Police C.V. 
Anand said the Chief Minister em-
phasised that the public should not 
be forced to wait on roads for long 
periods because of VIP movement. 
Revanth Reddy expressed concern 
over severe congestion near the air-
port while travelling to Delhi on 
Wednesday and directed the DGP to 
take action against officials respon-
sible for lapses. He also instructed 
police not to stop vehicles coming 
from the opposite direction unnec-
essarily and to regulate traffic in a 
way that minimises inconvenience 
to commuters.

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042
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JOB NO    193/83   11  X 2

 Short-Term Tender is invited through e-Procurement (KPP
Portal) from interested Tenderers for selection of a
competent agency for supply of food and other necessary
items to A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Residential School/College, M.
D. R. Schools/Colleges and Student Hostels functioning in
the limits of Shivamogga District Minorities Welfare
Department. Details are as below.
Sl. No. 1. Tender No.: MWD/2026-27/IND0128 Approx.
Amount put to Tender : 457.59 Lakhs. Commencement date
for uploading Tender Application: 04.05.2026  Last date for
uploading Tender Form: 19.05.2026 at 5.00 PM
Tender Application Fees: As per E-Procurement (KPPP Portal)
E.M.D. Amount: 6.86 Lakhs
Interested Tenderers should upload in website
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in and Tender Document and
information is available in the said website.

Sd/- District Officer,  Minorities Welfare Department,
Shivamogga.

DIPR/smg/ksmca/25-26/20/05/193

Government of Karnataka
Office of The District Officer,

 Minorities Welfare Department, Shivamogga.
1st Floor, Sathyashree Arcade, 5th Parallel Road,Durgigudi.

E-mail: domshimoga@gmail.com Ph.: (08182) 220206
No.: MWDS/F.I.T./C.R.-08/2026-27          Date: 06.05.2026

e-Procurement Short-Term Tender Notification

MNG - 265     10 x 2 

¸ÀA: PÁ.¤.EA./¯ÉÆÃ.E.«,PÁ/¦.©-1/mÉAqÀgÀ-02/2026-27/541   ¢£ÁAPÀ: 06-05-2026

CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀV£À PÉÆÃµÀÖPÀzÀ°è «ªÀj¹gÀÄªÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÁV 

PÁAiÀið¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAd¤ÃAiÀÄgÀgÀÄ, ̄ ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ «¨sÁUÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ 

EªÀjAzÀ UÀÄwÛUÉ DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ PÉÆÃµÀÖPÀzÀ°è PÉÆnÖgÀÄªÀ 

PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÇæPÀÆågÀªÉÄAmï ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ ªÀiÁvÀæ ¸À°è¸ÀÄªÀzÀÄ. 

UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À®Ä CºÀðgÁUÀ¨ÉÃPÁzÀ°è UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ (PÉqÀ§Æè-4) gÀ°è 

¤UÀ¢¥Àr¹gÀÄªÀ µÀgÀvÀÄÛUÀ¼À£ÀÄß UÀªÀÄ¤¸ÀÄªÀzÀÄ.

(1) UÀÄwÛUÉUÉ ¸ÀA§A¢ü¹zÀ «ZÁgÀuÉUÉ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢: 13-05-2026 16.30 

UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ (2) mÉAqÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¹éÃPÀj¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢: 14-05-2026 16.30 

UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ (3) mÉAqÀgÀÀ£À vÁAwæPÀ ©qï vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢: 15-05-2026 17.00 

UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ (4) mÉAqÀgÀÀ£À DyðPÀ ©qï vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢: 18-05-2026 17.00 

UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ

PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ: ̄ ÉÉPÀÌ²Ã¶PÉ: Mitigation- 8443-Deposite Contribution 

During 2025-26 ªÀPÀð E£ÀqÉAmï (1) PWD/2025-26/OW/WORK_ 

INDENT32655

(PÉqÀ§Æè-4) gÀ°è£À ¤¨sÀAzÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀÄÄA¢£À ¢£ÀUÀ¼À°è e-proc £À°è   

¸ÀÆa¸À¯ÁzÀ ¤¨sÀAzÀ£ÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E¯ÁSÁ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï£À°è CAzÀgÉ “https:// 

kppp.karnataka.gov.in”  £ÉÆÃqÀ§ºÀÄzÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À ªÀiÁ»wUÁV help desk 

Bangalore (Phone No. 918025501216 &  918025501227) EªÀgÀ£ÀÄß 

¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ. 

UÀÄwÛUÉ DºÁé£À ¥ÀæPÀluÉ (E-¥ÀæPÀÆågÀªÉÄAmï)

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/110/26-27 dt. 06.05.2026

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ
PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAd¤ÃAiÀÄgÀgÀÄ, ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ, 

«¨sÁUÀ PÁgÀªÁgÀ 

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ,
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ, «¨sÁUÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi

No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-4/TENDER/2026-27/755         DATE: 06/05/2026

Short term E-Re-Tender Notification (Call-3)
Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has 

invited item wise Short term e-Re-Tenders from Eligible 
registered contractors for the works coming under the 
jurisdiction of Chikodi PWD Division 1 work under head of 
account 4059-SCP (CMIDP), Amount put to tender is Rs. 
80.00 Lakhs.

Calendar of events:1)Last date for queries & clarifications : 
12-05-2026 up to 5.30 PM, 2)Last Date of Receipt of Bids : 14-
05-2026 up to 5.00 PM, 3)Date of opening of Technical bids 
(Two Cover System): 16-05-2026 at 4.30 PM, 4)Date of 
opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval 
of Technical bids”, 5)If no bid received auto extension will be 
done by e-proc itself for 2 days.

For more information & forms of tender can be 
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in & departmental 
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected 
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division 
Chikkodi during working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-207/KSMCA/2026-27JOB NO  187/83  10 X 2

Short-Term Call-3 Tenders are invited through e-procurement
portal as per Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
Act 2000 from interested Forest contractors registered in
Forest Department as Forest contractors for the year 2026-
27 and having experience of growing saplings of various sizes,
plantation advance works and having experience of carrying
out similar works as put to tender in the Forest Department
and having necessary facility for growing of saplings in the
limits of the zone where works have to be carried out for
implementation of "Formation of Plantation and Mainte
nance" mentioned in the annexure, under CAMPA Head of
Account, in forest areas coming in the limits of various Forest
Zones of Shivamogga Regional Forest Division for the year
2026-27. For further information this office can be contacted
during office hours and details of the Tender can be obtained
through the official website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
1.Last date for submission of e-Tenders: 13.05.2026 up to4.00
PM 2. Date of opening the Tender: 14.05.2026 at 4.30 PM
Sd/-  Assistant Conservator of Forests, Ayanur Sub Division,
                                                                                ShivamoggaDIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/16/05/187

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Assistant Conservator of Forests,

Ayanur Sub Division, Shivamogga
No.: ACF/Tender-CAMPA/CR-3/2025-26          Date: 05.05.2026
Short-Term e-Tender Notice  (Through e-Procurement Portal)

COALITION TALKS INTENSIFY AMID 
TN POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY

Regional allies hold key influence as major parties explore possible post-election alli-ances 
CHENNAI

The political landscape in 
Tamil Nadu has entered a cru-
cial phase as the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), 
Communist Party of India, 
and Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi emerge as decisive 
forces in determining the for-
mation of the next govern-
ment in the state. 

Their support is expected to 
play a pivotal role in deciding 
whether actor-politician C. 
Joseph Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) can secure 
power or whether an alter-na-
tive arrangement involving 
the DMK and AIADMK may 
take shape.

Amid the ongoing uncer-
tainty following the Assembly 
election results, M. K. Stalin 
on Thursday held a series of 
high-level discussions with 
CPI-M State Secretary P. 
Shanmugam, CPI State Secre-
tary M. Veerapandian, and 
VCK president Thol. Thiru-
mavalavan at his residence on 
Cenotaph Road in Chennai.

According to sources famil-
iar with the discussions, Sta-
lin explored the possibility of 
the DMK extending support 
to the AIADMK in an effort 
to facilitate government for-
mation and prevent prolonged 
political instability in the 
state. The move is being 
viewed as a significant devel-

opment in Tamil Nadu poli-
tics, considering the tradition-
al rivalry be-tween the two 
Dravidian parties.

The current political dead-
lock has arisen because no 
party or alliance has succeed-

ed in crossing the majority 
mark of 118 seats in the 
234-member Tamil Nadu As-
sembly. With numbers falling 
short for all major contenders, 
smaller parties and allies have 
suddenly gained immense im-

portance in the post-election 
scenario.

The CPI-M, CPI, and VCK 
together hold six MLAs, mak-
ing their collective decision 
cru-cial in the ongoing political 
negotiations. Sources indicated 
that leaders of both com-munist 
parties informed Stalin that 
their respective state commit-
tees would deliberate on the 
issue during meetings sched-
uled for Friday before arriving 
at a final decision.

Political observers believe 
the coming days could wit-
ness intense backroom nego-
tia-tions as parties attempt to 
stitch together a stable coali-
tion government in Tamil 
Nadu.

Op Sindoor destroyed 
terror bases: Air Marshal
JAIPUR

Awadhesh Kumar Bharti, who 
served as the Director Gener-
al of Air Operations during 
last year’s Operation Sindoor, 
on Thursday stated that Indian 
armed forces shot down 13 
Pakistani aircraft and dam-
aged 11 enemy airfields 
during the high-intensity mil-
itary campaign.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Jaipur on the anniver-
sary of Operation Sindoor, the 
Deputy Chief of Air Staff said 
the operation was a decisive 
response against terrorism 
and military threats originat-
ing from Pakistan. According 
to him, Indian forc-
es also de-stroyed 
nine terrorist hide-
outs located inside 
Pakistan and Paki-
stan-occupied Kash-
mir during the oper-
ation.

Air Marshal Bhar-
ti asserted that despite the 
scale of the military action, 
India success-fully ensured 
that no damage occurred to its 
civilian or military infrastruc-
ture. He high-lighted the pre-
cision and coordination 
demonstrated by the Indian 
armed forces throughout the 
operation.

He further revealed that the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force 
leadership worked in com-
plete coordination and that the 
armed forces were granted 
full operational freedom by 
the government. Every major 
strategic decision, he said, 
was taken jointly by the three 

ser-vices to ensure maximum 
effectiveness and minimal 
collateral damage.

“When our desire for peace 
is mistaken for weakness, we 
have no choice but to act. And 
when we act, there is no room 
for leniency. It is decisive, le-
thal and translates into Oper-
ation Sindoor,” the Air Mar-
shal said while explaining the 

objective behind the 
mili-tary campaign.

Responding to ques-
tions regarding India’s 
decision to agree to a 
ceasefire after the op-
eration, Bharti ac-
knowledged the emo-
tions and anger among 

citizens, particularly the 
younger generation, due to In-
dia’s past experiences with Pa-
kistan. However, he clarified 
that the operation was specifi-
cally targeted at terrorists and 
their support infra-structure 
rather than civilians.

The remarks come amid re-
newed discussions over In-
dia’s military preparedness 
and i t s  pol icy  agains t 
cross-border terrorism. De-
fence analysts believe Opera-
tion Sindoor has become a 
significant example of India’s 
coordinated military capabil-
ity and strate-gic response in 
the region.

Indian armed forces 
inflicted heavy damage 

on Pakistan during 
Operation Sindoor, 

senior Air Force officer 
reveals

NDA LEADERS CONDEMN 
KILLING OF ADHIKARI’S AIDE

NEW DELHI

The NDA leaders on Thurs-
day condemned the killing of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)  l eade r  Suvendu 
Adhikari's personal assistant 
Chandranath Rath in West 
Bengal and launched a sharp 
attack on the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) alleging that the 
state continues to witness po-
litical violence and "rule of 
goons". 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 

Pushkar Singh Dhami strong-
ly con-demned the incident 
and said violence has no 
place in a democracy. I 
strongly condemn this unfor-
tunate incident. In a demo-
cratic process, there is no 
place for violence. This at-
tempt to create such an atmo-
sphere is a result of frus-
tra-tion and despair. They 
(TMC) have been shown the 
exit door by the people," 
Dhami said while addressing 
reporters in Dehradun.

EC seizes record inducements 
during state elections

NEW DELHI

Election Commission teams 
confiscated massive quantities 
of cash, liquor, drugs, and 
freebies across poll-bound 
states. The Election Commis-
sion of India has seized more 
than Rs 1,400 crore worth of 
illicit inducements during the 
recently concluded Assembly 
elections in five states and 
Union Territories, marking a 
sharp rise compared to the 
2021 state polls.

According to an official 
statement released on Thurs-
day, flying squads and sur-
veillance teams appointed by 
the poll body confiscated in-
ducements worth Rs 1,444.96 
crore between February 26 
and May 6. The amount rep-
resents a 40.14 per cent in-
crease over the Rs 1,029.93 
crore seized during the As-
sembly elections held in the 
same regions in 2021.

Among all states, West 
Bengal registered the highest 
increase in seizures, recording 
a rise of 68.92 per cent com-
pared to the previous election 
cycle. Tamil Nadu followed 
closely with a 48.40 per cent 
increase in confiscated mate-
rials.

In West Bengal alone, en-
forcement teams seized cash 

worth Rs 31.14 crore, liquor 
valued at Rs 151.86 crore, 
drugs worth Rs 130.28 crore, 
precious metals valued at Rs 
69.36 crore, and other free-
bies worth Rs 190.77 crore. 
The total seizure figure in the 
state reached Rs 573.41 crore, 
making it one of the largest 
enforcement drives during the 
elections.

Tamil Nadu reported the 
highest overall seizure value 
among the states, with confis-
cations amounting to Rs 
662.28 crore. The seizures 
included Rs 105.22 crore in 
cash, liquor worth Rs 4.94 
crore, drugs valued at Rs 
78.61 crore, precious metals 
worth Rs 165.86 crore, and 
various freebies worth Rs 
307.65 crore.

Meanwhile, in Kerala, 
Election Commission flying 

squads recovered inducement 
materials worth Rs 80.67 
crore. These included cash 
amounting to Rs 12.12 crore, 
liquor worth Rs 2.51 crore, 
drugs valued at Rs 58.47 
crore, precious metals worth 
Rs 2.25 crore, and other free-
bies worth Rs 5.33 crore.

The Election Commission 
has significantly strengthened 
surveillance mechanisms 
during elec-tions in recent 
years to curb the use of mon-
ey power and illegal induce-
ments aimed at influencing 
voters. Officials said coordi-
nated efforts involving flying 
squads, static surveillance 
teams, police personnel, and 
intelligence units were carried 
out to monitor suspicious 
movement of cash, liquor, 
narcotics, and valuables 
during the election period.
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Delhi HC protects 
Aman Gupta per-

sonality rights
 NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Thursday stated that it 
would pass an interim order to protect the person-
ality and publicity rights of entrepreneur and Shark 
Tank In-dia judge Aman Gupta in a case concerning 
the alleged unauthorised com-mercial use of his 
identity across multiple digital platforms.

The matter was heard by a single-judge Bench of 
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela, who indicated that an 
interim order would be issued after considering 
submis-sions presented during the hearing. Gupta, 
widely known as a judge on the popular television 
show Shark Tank India, is also the co-founder of 
electronics brand boAt Lifestyle. 

Senior Advocate Diya Kapur, appearing on behalf 
of Gupta and instructed by Advocate Nakul Gandhi, 
presented before the court a detailed compilation of 
allegedly infringing material along with copies of 
previous judicial orders in similar personality rights 
cases.

During the proceedings, the counsel highlighted 
several forms of alleged mis-use of Gupta’s identi-
ty. These reportedly included fake commercial en-
dorse-ments, unauthorised event-booking services 
using his name, sale of mer-chandise featuring his 
identity and registered catchphrase “Hum Bhi Bana 
Lenge,” AI chatbots impersonating him, and circu-
lation of vulgar or objection-able content associat-
ed with his persona.

The lawsuit, filed before the Commercial Divi-
sion of the Delhi High Court, al-leges “widespread, 
systematic and unauthorised commercial exploita-
tion” of Gupta’s personality, publicity and trade-
mark rights by unknown entities, digital intermedi-
aries and online platforms.

According to the plaint, Gupta has built consid-
erable goodwill and commercial value around his 
public image as a successful entrepreneur, investor 
and me-dia personality. 

The suit claims that his name, likeness, voice, 
mannerisms and distinctive catchphrases possess 
significant market value and are being illegally ex-
ploited without consent.

The legal action also seeks protection for Gupta’s 
registered trademarks, in-cluding the phrases “Hum 
Bhi Bana Lenge” and “Down, But Not Out!”, 
which have become closely associated with his 
public appearances and television persona.

NCB secures 20-yr jail 
for 3 drug traf-fickers 

held in Haryana
PANIPAT

A Special NDPS Court in 
Haryana’s Panipat district 
sentenced three drug traffick-
ers to 20 years of rigorous 
imprisonment each in a 2021 
interstate charas trafficking 
case, a Narcotics Crime Bu-
reau (NCB) official said on 
Thursday. 

The Special Court held 
Mohd. Wali, Mohd. Rehan 
Shah and Imran Khan, all 
three res-idents of Uttar 
Pradesh’s Pilibhit, guilty un-
der the provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act for 
carrying 10 kg charas.

While sentencing the ac-
cused trio to 20 years of rig-
orous imprisonment, the court 
also slapped a penalty of Rs 2 
lakh each," an official of 
NCB's Delhi Zonal Unit said.

The Special court delivered 
its judgment in the case on 
May 5, the NCB said in a 
statement. The case originated 
on September 28, 2021, when 
NCB offi-cials, acting on spe-
cific intelligence, intercepted 
three suspects in Panipat. This 
led to the seizure of 10 kg of 
charas sourced from Jammu 

and Kashmir's Srinagar, an 
official statement said.

"The success of the case is 
attributed to the diligent and 
meticulous investiga-tion car-
ried out by the NCB. Through 
effective tracing of backward 
linkages, the kingpin was 
identified and apprehended in 
Jammu as the main supplier, 
thereby ensuring disruption of 
the entire supply chain," the 
federal probe agency said.

This sentencing serves as a 
powerful deterrent against 
narco-trafficking, the state-
ment said, adding that it also 
highlights the NCB's sus-
tained focus on strengthening 
the quality of prosecution and 
investigative standards.

Such results contribute sig-
nificantly to the rising nation-
al conviction rate and de-
mon-strate the agency’s re-
solve to seek the maximum 
penalties under the NDPS 
Act.

The NCB urged citizens to 
share information regarding 
narcotics trafficking through 
the MANAS – National Nar-
cotics Helpline (Toll-Free 
Number: 1933), assuring that 
in-formers’ identities will be 
kept confidential.
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Millions of British 

voters cast ballots

Iraq’s historic 
marshes come alive

London
Millions of British voters 

cast their ballots on 
Thursday in local and re-
gional elections that are 
expected to deal a huge 
blow to Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer’s Labour 

Party and renew ques-
tions over his ability to 

govern. Elections for al-
most 5,000 council seats 
in England and to the par-
liaments in Scotland and 

Wales could signal ‌the 
beginning of the end of 

Britain’s traditional 
two-party system if vot-
ers opt for populist and 

nationalist parties rather 
than the once-dominant 

Labour and Conserva-
tives. Polls suggest the 
populist Reform UK of 

Brexit campaigner Nigel 
Farage will expand its con-
trol of councils in England, 
and could form the main 

opposition in Scotland 
and Wales to the pro-in-

dependence Scottish Na-
tional Party and Plaid 

Cymru. Challenging from 
the left, the Greens look 
set to threaten Labour’s 

strongholds in London and 
other major centres.

Chibayish Marshes
After years of drought that 
left large swathes of Iraq’s 
historic marshes cracked 

and empty, rising water lev-
els are beginning to revive 

the wetlands, drawing buf-
falo herders and fishermen 
back to ‌areas once aban-

doned. In Chibayish marsh-
es in southern Iraq, canoes 
once again glide through 
waterways that had dried 

up in recent years, while wa-
ter buffalo wade through re-

stored marshland and 
patches of green pasture 
have reappeared. Some 

time ago, all our livestock 
died and there was no wa-
ter at all,” said Haidar Qas-
sem, a farmer raising water 

buffalo in the central marsh. 
“Many of our people migrat-
ed because of the drought,” 
Qassem said, adding that 

water had returned this 
year, livestock numbers 

were recovering and some 
families had come back.

Paraguay Prez lauds friendship with Taiwan, China 
TAIPEI

Paraguay and Taiwan share a 
friendship based on freedom 
and democracy that extends 
beyond diplomatic formalities, 
Paraguayan President Santiago 
Pena said on Thursday, as Chi-
na told him to sever ties with 
Taipei.

His visit comes as China 
steps up efforts, opens new tab 
to draw the South American 
nation away from its long-
standing support for Taipei.

The trip is Pena’s second 
visit as president to Taiwan. 
Paraguay is one of 12 coun-

tries that still maintain formal 
diplomatic relations with the 
democratically-governed is-
land that is claimed ⁠by Bei-
jing.

Speaking in English to uni-
versity students in Taipei after 
receiving an honorary doctor-
ate, Pena said Paraguay and 
Taiwan have an alliance that is 
based on freedom.

“Paraguay and Taiwan share 
a friendship built on a solid 
foundation, democracy, free-
dom, confidence in institu-
tions, the dignity of hard 
work,” he said.

“Our bilateral relationship 
extends far beyond diplomatic 
formality. It is manifested in 

concrete actions, tangible 
achievements, and real oppor-
tunities for both of our na-
tions.”

Addressing Pena at the same 
event, Taiwanese Vice Presi-
dent Hsiao Bi-khim mentioned 
how she had first met and been 
impressed by him in Washing-
ton before he was elected pres-
ident.

“And I am still extremely 
impressed by President Pena’s 
passion for serving ⁠the people 
of Paraguay,” she added. 
“President Pena, passion, peo-
ple, Paraguay, five P’s. And 
plus, a principled partnership 

with Taiwan makes it ‘perfec-
to.’” In Beijing earlier on 
Thursday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Lin 
Jian said Paraguay should 
“stand on the right side of his-
tory” and “sever so-called dip-
lomatic relations with the Tai-
wan authorities.”

“The ‘One China’ principle 
is a fundamental norm ⁠of in-
ternational relations and the 
universal consensus of the in-
ternational community,” Lin 
said, referring to Beijing’s 
stance that both sides of the 
Taiwan Strait are part of a sin-
gle country.

TIE BEYOND DIPLOMATIC FORMALITY

I, KAIYNATH ABDUL 
KAREEM, W/o Mohammed 
Safari Mushtaq, Resident 

of No 32/3, Cockburn Road 
Cross, Shivajinagar, Bengaluru 

560051, have changed 
my name to KAIYNATH 

KAREEM, Vide Affidavit Dated 
05.05.2026 before notary V. 

RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

To place a classified ad 
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

US-Iran move closer to 
temporary deal to halt conflict

The proposed arrangement is expected to be only an interim 
understanding rather than a comprehensive peace settlement

WASHINGTON 

The United States and Iran 
are moving closer toward a 
limited and temporary agree-
ment aimed at halting the on-
going conflict between the 
two nations, according to of-
ficials and sources familiar 
with the negotiations. 

However, the proposed ar-
rangement is expected to be 
only an interim understanding 
rather than a comprehensive 
peace settlement, leaving sev-
eral major disputes unre-
solved.

Sources revealed on Thurs-
day that the draft framework 
under discussion focuses pri-
marily on stopping military 
hostilities and ensuring stabil-
ity in the strategically import-
ant Strait of Hormuz. The 
narrow waterway remains one 

of the world’s most crucial oil 
shipping routes, and fears of 
disruptions there had earlier 
rattled global markets.

The emerging agreement 
reportedly takes the form of a 
short-term memorandum in-
stead of a full-scale peace ac-
cord. This highlights the con-
tinuing mistrust and deep di-
visions between Washington 
and Tehran, especially over 
Iran’s nuclear programme. 
Key disagreements remain 
regarding the future of Iran’s 
highly enriched uranium 
stockpiles and the duration for 
which Tehran would suspend 
sensitive nuclear activities.

Despite these unresolved 
issues, both countries appear 
willing to reduce immediate 
tensions and avoid a fresh es-
calation in conflict. Officials 
involved in the diplomatic 

process indicated that the cur-
rent priority is to establish a 
stable environment that can 
pave the way for direct nego-
tiations in the future.

The possibility of reduced 
tensions has already influ-
enced international financial 
markets. Asian stock markets 
traded near record highs on 
Thursday, while global oil 

prices recorded sharp declines 
amid hopes that shipping 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
could soon normalise without 
threats of disruption.

A senior Pakistani official 
involved in mediation efforts 
stated that the immediate goal 
is to secure a permanent end 
to military confrontation. Ac-
cording to the official, broad-
er and more complex disputes 
could be addressed later once 
both sides return to formal 
diplomatic talks.

The temporary arrange-
ment, if finalised, may pro-
vide short-term relief for 
global energy markets and 
international trade routes, 
even though a lasting resolu-
tion to the decades-long ten-
sions between the United 
States and Iran remains uncer-
tain.

US troop cut worries 
German’s Vilseck 

town residents
VILSECK

The small Bavarian town of 
Vilseck is facing growing un-
certainty after reports sug-
gested that at least 5,000 
American troops could soon 
be withdrawn from Germany 
under plans linked to Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The move is expected to 
significantly impact the local 
economy, which has depend-
ed heavily on the U.S. mili-
tary presence since the end of 
World War Two.

Although officials have not 
yet formally confirmed which 
units will be relocated, atten-
tion has centred on the 2nd 
Stryker Cavalry Regiment 
stationed at Rose Barracks in 
Vilseck. The regiment is cur-
rently the only permanent bri-
gade combat team based in 
Germany and has long played 
a major role in supporting the 
local community through em-
ployment and business activ-
ity.

Vilseck’s newly elected 
mayor, Thorsten Graedler, ex-
pressed serious concern over 
the potential consequences of 
the troop withdrawal. Accord-
ing to him, the town’s econo-
my is deeply tied to the mili-
tary base, which provides 
thousands of jobs and sup-
ports businesses including 
restaurants, pubs, supermar-
kets, garages, and local ser-
vice providers.

Graedler explained that 
over the years, the consistent 
presence of American soldiers 
and their families created a 
strong economic dependence 
that is now becoming a major 
vulnerability. He warned that 
losing the military population 

could result in significant job 
losses across the rural region, 
where alternative sources of 
employment are limited.

The proposed troop reduc-
tion comes as Washington 
continues to pressure Europe-
an nations to increase their 
own defence spending. Amer-
ican leaders have repeatedly 
argued that European allies 
have relied too heavily on 
U.S. military support while 
underinvesting in their do-
mestic defence capabilities.

Interestingly, discussions 
about withdrawing the 2nd 
Cavalry Regiment had al-
ready  sur faced  dur ing 
Trump’s first presidential 
term. However, those plans 
were later reversed under for-
mer President Joe Biden, al-
lowing the regiment to remain 
stationed in Germany.

Despite the uncertainty, 
Mayor Graedler said he still 
hopes the troop withdrawal 
plans may not be fully imple-
mented, noting that no official 
confirmation has yet been is-
sued regarding the removal of 
the Stryker unit. Meanwhile, 
the German government stat-
ed that the announcement did 
not come as a major surprise, 
especially as Berlin has re-
cently increased defence 
spending to rebuild and mod-
ernise its military following 
years of underinvestment.

They fear economic 
collapse amid possible 

withdrawal of  
thousands of  

American military 
personnel from the 

town

Health authorities worldwide race tracing passengers following deadly 
hantavirus outbreak aboard stranded Antarctic cruise vessel

Global hunt begins after deadly 
cruise ship virus outbreak

AMSTERDAM 

Countries around the world 
have launched urgent efforts to 
trace passengers who left the 
cruise ship MV Hondius after a 
deadly hantavirus outbreak on-
board claimed three lives and 
raised fears of further interna-
tional spread of the disease.

The outbreak occurred 
aboard the expedition cruise 
vessel MV Hondius, which 
later became stranded off the 
coast of Cape Verde. Accord-
ing to the World Health Orga-
nization, three people a Dutch 
couple and a German national 
died following the outbreak. 
Eight additional passengers, 
including a Swiss citizen, are 
suspected to have contracted 
the virus.

Health officials are now at-
tempting to locate several pas-
sengers whose whereabouts 
remain unknown after they 

disembarked from the vessel 
in different countries. Author-
ities fear that infected travel-
lers may unknowingly spread 
the disease further if not iden-
tified and isolated quickly.

Among the passengers who 
left the ship was the wife of a 
Dutch man who died onboard 
on April 11. Reports stated that 
the woman later became seri-
ously ill herself and died be-
fore she could return to the 
Netherlands.

Dutch airline KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines confirmed on 
Wednesday that the woman 
had been removed from a 
flight in Johannesburg on 
April 25 after her medical con-
dition rapidly worsened during 
travel. According to Dutch 
broadcaster RTL, a KLM 
flight attendant who reportedly 
came into contact with the pas-
senger has now been admitted 
to a hospital in Amsterdam 

after showing possible symp-
toms associated with hantavi-
rus infection.

The Dutch health ministry 
confirmed that a Dutch woman 
has been hospitalised and will 
undergo testing to determine 
whether she contracted the vi-
rus. However, officials did not 
publicly identify her profes-
sion or disclose details regard-
ing possible contacts, citing 
privacy considerations. A 
spokesperson for KLM stated 
that the airline could not com-
ment on individual medical 
cases due to confidentiality 
policies.

Hantavirus is a rare but po-
tentially deadly disease gener-
ally spread through contact 
with infected rodents or their 
droppings. Symptoms can ini-
tially resemble flu-like illness 
but may rapidly progress to 
severe respiratory complica-
tions.

Israeli attack 
kills son of 

Hamas leader 
CAIRO

An Israeli air strike has killed 
the son of Hamas’ chief nego-
tiator in U.S.-mediated talks 
over Gaza’s future, a senior 
Hamas official said on Thurs-
day, as leaders of the militant 
group held talks in Cairo 
aimed at safeguarding their 
truce with Israel. 

Azzam Al-Hayya, son of 
Khalil Al-Hayya, succumbed 
to his injuries on Thursday 
after being struck in an Israe-
li attack on Wednesday night, 
said senior Hamas official 
Basim Naim. He is the fourth 
son of Hamas’ exiled Gaza 
chief to have been killed in 
Israeli attacks. 

Hayya, who has seven chil-
dren, has ⁠survived multiple 
Israeli attempts to kill him. 
An Israeli strike in Doha last 
year targeting Hamas leader-
ship killed his son, though 
Hayya survived.

 Two other sons were killed 
in past Israeli attempts on his 
life, in Gaza strikes in 2008 
and 2014.

VATICAN CITY

U.S. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio came to the Vatican on 
Thursday for a potentially 
fraught ‌encounter with Pope 
Leo as President Donald 
Trump has continued a series 
of disparaging attacks on the 
Catholic leader over the Iran 
war.

Rubio 's  convoy drove 
through the central Roman 
boulevard leading to the Vati-
can under tight security, arriv-
ing at 11:10 am (0910 GMT) 
for the first visit between the 
pope and a Trump cabinet of-
ficial in nearly a year.

The closed-door meeting 
between Leo and Rubio, who 
also serves as Trump's nation-
al security adviser, is expected 
to last about a half-hour. Ru-
bio will meet afterwards with 

the Vatican's top diplomat, 
Italian Cardinal Pietro Parolin.

Leo, the first U.S. ⁠pope, 
drew Trump's ire after becom-
ing a firm critic of the U.S.-Is-
raeli war on Iran and the 
Trump administration's hard-
line anti-immigration policies.

The president has kept up an 
unprecedented series of public 
attacks on the pope in recent 
weeks, drawing a backlash 
from Christian leaders across 
the political spectrum.

On Monday, Trump falsely 
suggested the pope believed it 
was okay for Iran to obtain 
nuclear weapons and said Leo 
was "endangering a lot of 
Catholics" by opposing the 
war.

Leo told journalists after the 
latest attack that he was 
spreading the Christian mes-
sage of peace. The pope also 

firmly rejected the idea that he 
supported nuclear weapons, 
which the Catholic Church 
teaches are immoral.

The mission of the Church 
is to preach the Gospel, to 
preach peace," said the pope. 
"The Church has spoken out 
for years against all nuclear 
arms, on that there is no 
doubt."

As Rubio arrived at the Vat-
ican, Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk was ‌leaving ⁠from 
a meeting with Leo. He told 
journalists he and the pope 
discussed how to strengthen 
international cooperation and 
generate hope in the world.

"It is still possible that the 
world does not have to de-
scend into chaos, if good peo-
ple, people of goodwill, find 
one another and act in unity," 
Tusk said, speaking in Polish.

Rubio to meet Pope Leo as Trump 
keeps up attacks on pontiff

Hezbollah commander killed 
by Israel in Beirut suburbs

BEIRUT

Israel said on Thursday it had 
killed a commander of Hez-
bollah’s elite Radwan force in 
an airstrike on Beirut a day 
earlier, the first Israeli attack 
on the Lebanese capital since 
a ceasefire agreed last month.

The Israeli military said the 
commander was killed when 
Israel struck the southern sub-
urbs of Beirut. There was no 
immediate confirmation from 
Hezbollah. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and De-
fence Minister Israel Katz an-
nounced the attack in a joint 
statement on Wednesday.

The strike has raised pres-
sure on the ceasefire that had 
halted Israeli attacks on Beirut, 
even as Israeli forces have re-
mained deployed in areas 
south of the Litani River and 
continued to carry out strikes 
in southern Lebanon.

Iran ally Hezbollah has re-
sponded to those strikes by 
firing and launching armed 

drones towards Israeli soldiers.
The Lebanon ceasefire has 

underpinned a broader truce in 
the wider Iran war, with a halt 
to Israeli strikes in Lebanon 
being a ⁠key Iranian demand in 
Tehran's negotiations with 
Washington.

Israel earlier on Wednesday 
called for residents to evacuate 
several villages north of the 
Litani River, which could rep-
resent an expansion of Israel's 
zone of action. Talks between 
Israel and Lebanon have con-
tinued, but have largely been 
at the ambassador level.

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam said on Wednes-
day that it was premature to 
talk of any high-level meeting 
between Lebanon and Israel.

Salam, in comments report-
ed by Lebanon's National 
News Agency on Wednesday, 
said shoring up a ceasefire 
would be the basis for any new 
negotiations between Leba-
nese and Israeli government 
envoys in Washington.
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“Teen star Vaibhav 
ready for test cricket”: 

Cheteshwar Pujara

Cheteshwar 
Pujara backed 

teenage prodigy 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 

for Test cricket, praising 
his temperament 
following a stellar 
2026 IPL season

MUMBAI

Indian batting legend Chetesh-
war Pujara believes that fifteen 
year old sensation Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi is ready for the 
ultimate challenge. Pujara em-
phasized that while the young 
star is currently dominating the 

shorter for-
m a t , 

t h e 

longest version of the game re-
mains the true test of a player's 
character.

Sooryavanshi has become the 
talk of the town during the on-
going 2026 IPL season. Playing 
for the Rajasthan Royals, the 
le f t -handed  prodigy  has 
smashed 404 runs in just ten in-
nings. This explosive perfor-
mance has led many fans to de-
mand his immediate inclusion in 
India’s national T20 squad. 
However, Pujara argues that 
young talents should not limit 
themselves to white-ball cricket.

“If Vaibhav has the opportuni-
ty and the skill, he should defi-
nitely play Tests,” Pujara stated. 
He explained that Test matches 
build the temperament and re-
spect for the game that every 
cricketer needs. While acknowl-
edging that specialists like 
Shreyas Iyer are vital for specif-
ic formats, he insists that the 
red-ball game should be the goal 

for every aspiring athlete.
Now working as a cricket 

expert, Pujara is using his vast 
experience to break down the 
game for viewers. He enjoys 
sharing stories from the pitch 
to help fans and young players 
understand the technical side 
of batting and bowling strate-
gies. For Pujara, the message 
is clear, talent like Sooryavan-
shi's is rare, and it deserves to 
be nurtured on the grandest 
stage of all.

Dropped catches cost Punjab 
victory against Hyderabad

HYDERABAD

Punjab Kings captain Shreyas 
Iyer was left reflecting on 
missed opportunities after his 
team suffered a 33-run defeat 
to Sunrisers Hyderabad. De-
spite a historic performance 
from a young star, Iyer admit-
ted that poor fielding proved 
to be the deciding factor in 
the high-scoring match.

Hyderabad set a massive 
total of 235 runs, but the story 
could have been different. 
Punjab fielders dropped key 
batters Ishan Kishan and 
Heinrich Klaasen early in 
their innings. 

Both players took full ad-
vantage of these lifelines, 
smashing half-centuries that 
pushed the game out of reach. 
"We weren't able to take 
catches," a frustrated Iyer not-
ed after the game. He pointed 
out that while the team started 
the season strong, they cannot 
afford such sloppy mistakes if 
they want to stay competitive.

The match wasn't without 
highlights for Punjab. Cooper 

Connolly played a breathtak-
ing innings, scoring an un-
beaten 107 runs. At just 19, he 
became the youngest overseas 
player to hit an IPL century. 
Iyer praised the teenager’s 
fearless mindset under pres-

sure and also commended 
Yuzvendra Chahal for his 
steady bowling on a difficult 
pitch.

However, a top-order col-
lapse left Connolly with too 
much to do alone. Chasing a 
giant target, Punjab finished 
on 202 runs. While the bat-
ting showed heart, the skip-
per insisted that the team 
must improve their consis-
tency and fielding standards 
immediately. For Hyderabad, 
the win was a clinical display 
of how to punish an oppo-
nent's mistakes and control 
the game.

PSG beat Bayern to reach 
Champions League final

MUNICH

Paris Saint-Germain has se-
cured a spot in their second 
consecutive UEFA Champions 
League final after a tense bat-
tle against Bayern Munich. 
Despite a 1-1 draw in the sec-
ond leg, the French giants ad-
vanced with a thrilling 6-5 to-
tal score across both matches.

PSG started with lightning 
speed, scoring just three min-
utes into the game. Ousmane 
Dembele found the back of 
the net after a perfect pass 
from teammate Khvicha 
Kvaratskhelia. This early goal 
put heavy pressure on Bayern, 
who spent the rest of the 
match desperately searching 
for a way back. The German 
side felt cheated when the ref-
eree denied their loud appeals 
for a penalty after a close-call 
handball in the box.

Throughout the match, both 
goalkeepers performed hero-

ics. Manuel Neuer made sev-
eral brilliant saves to keep 
Bayern in the hunt, while 
PSG’s Matvey Safonov 
blocked a dangerous shot 
from Jamal Musiala. Bayern’s 
star striker Harry Kane finally 
scored late in the second half 
with a powerful strike, mark-
ing his 14th goal of the tour-
nament. However, his effort 
came too late to change the 
final outcome.

Under the guidance of 
coach Luis Enrique, PSG 
showed a new level of defen-
sive toughness to hold off 
Bayern's late attacks. The de-
fending champions will now 
travel to Budapest for a mas-
sive final showdown against 
Arsenal. After winning the 
trophy last season, the Pari-
sians are now just one win 
away from keeping their 
crown as the kings of Europe.

India to host 
first World 
Yogasana 

Championship
AHMEDABAD

India is preparing to make 
history by hosting the first-ev-
er World Yogasana Champi-
onship in Ahmedabad next 
month. From June 4 to 8, the 
TransStadia arena will wel-
come elite athletes from over 
forty countries for a global 
competition that blends an-
cient tradition with modern 
athletic spirit.

The event, organized by 
Yogasana Bharat, aims to ele-
vate yoga from a spiritual 
practice to a globally recog-
nized sport. Official trials 
were recently held in Haryana 
to select the best talent for the 
Indian national team. These 
athletes will now undergo in-
tensive training at a coaching 
camp in Ahmedabad to pre-
pare for the world stage. 
Competitors will be judged on 
their precision, balance, and 
flexibility across various cat-
egories, including artistic and 
rhythmic yogasana.

Udit Sheth, President of Yo-
gasana Bharat, stated that this 
championship is a "defining 
moment" for the sport. He 
noted that the vision, support-
ed by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, is to introduce yoga 
to the world’s youth and 
eventually see it featured in 
the Olympic Games. By cre-
ating a competitive environ-
ment, India hopes to show 
that yogasana is a gateway to 
a healthy and disciplined life-
style.

STAR BOWLERS 
RETURN TO NZ SQUAD

WELLINGTON

New Zealand has announced 
an ambitious nineteen-man 
squad for their upcoming Test 
tours, featuring the highly an-
ticipated return of fast bowl-
ers Kyle Jamieson and Wil-
liam O’Rourke. The team is 
preparing for a historic one-
off match against Ireland in 
Belfast followed by a major 
three-game series in England.

Jamieson is back in the Test 
lineup for the first time in 
over two years. The towering 
bowler has spent a long time 
recovering from a serious 
back injury and was recent-
ly eased back into action 
through domestic match-
es. O’Rourke also returns 
from his own injury layoff, 
strengthening a pace attack 
that includes stars like 
Matt Henry and 
Ben Sears.

The squad fea-
tures some fresh 
faces as well. 
A l l - r o u n d e r 
Dean Foxcroft 
earned his first 
call-up after a 

string of impressive perfor-
mances in local cricket. 
Meanwhile, veteran batter 
Henry Nicholls has been re-
called following a strong do-
mestic season. Former captain 
Kane Williamson also joins 
the group, providing vital ex-
perience for the challenging 
English conditions.

The tour begins on May 27 
in Belfast, marking the first 
time New Zealand will play a 
Test match on Irish soil. 
While the Ireland game is a 
standalone fixture, the follow-
ing matches in England will 

be part of the World Test 
Championship. The 
team will be without 
Michael Bracewell, 
who is taking a break 
from the long format, 
and Jacob Duffy, who 

is staying home for 
the birth of his 

child. This 
t o u r  r e p -
resents a vi-
tal chance 
for the Ki-
wis to climb 
the global 

rankings.

Punjab Kings captain 
Shreyas Iyer blamed 

poor fielding and 
dropped catches for 
their 33-run loss to 
Hyderabad, despite 
Cooper Connolly's 
historic century.

Gujarat sports 
initiative creates new 
national champions

GANDHINAGAR 

On World Athletics Day, Gu-
jarat is celebrating the incred-
ible impact of Khel Maha-
kumbh. Launched in 2010, 
this massive sports program 
has turned dreams into ca-
reers for thousands of young 
people. By providing a pro-
fessional platform, it has 
bridged the gap between 
small villages and internation-
al podiums.

This year’s state-level event 
in Nadiad saw over 9,300 ath-
letes compete in nearly 400 
events, including sprinting 
and javelin. Notably, partici-
pation was evenly split be-
tween boys and girls, showing 
a growing passion for sports 
across the state. Local legends 
like “Golden Girl” Sarita 
Gayakwad and Murali Gavit 
are proof that this training 
ground produces world-class 
talent. Beyond winning med-
als and gear, these athletes are 
building discipline and break-
ing barriers, ensuring Gujarat 
remains a powerhouse of fit-
ness and sporting excellence.Junior hockey teams ready for Australia clash

BHOPAL

Hockey India has officially 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  t w e n -
ty-four-member squads for 
the upcoming Under-18 
Men’s and Women’s series 
against Australia. This high-
stakes tournament will be 
held at the SAI Central Centre 
in Bhopal from May 15 to 20, 
serving as a vital warm-up for 
the Asia Cup in Japan later 
this month.

The final players were cho-
sen after a week of intense 
training and testing. Forward 
Ketan Kushwaha has been ap-
pointed as the captain for the 
Men’s team, while Sweety Ku-
jur will lead the Women’s side. 
Both teams have been trimmed 
down from a larger group of 
forty-two players to ensure 
only the most fit and tactically 
sharp athletes take the field.

Legendary former players 
are guiding these young stars. 
Sardar Singh, who mentors 
the Men’s team, believes 
playing against a fast-paced 
Australian side is the perfect 
way to test the boys' disci-
pline. Meanwhile, former 
captain Rani is coaching the 
Women’s team. She described 
the four-match series as a 
"dress rehearsal" that will 
show exactly where the play-
ers stand before they head to 

the international stage.
The series is expected to 

draw large crowds in Bhopal 
as fans gather to see the future 
of Indian hockey. For these 
teenagers, it is more than just a 
game, it is a golden opportuni-
ty to prove they can handle the 
pressure of international com-
petition. With expert coaching 
and tough opponents, the 
stage is set for an excit-
ing week of world-class 
junior hockey.

England star Lucy 
Staniforth set to retire

Indian women archers stun S.Korea in Shanghai
SHANGHAI

The Indian women’s recurve 
team created history at the 
Archery World Cup Stage 2 
by defeating the legendary 
South Korean team to reach 
the final. The stunning 5-1 
semifinal victory guarantees 
India at least a silver medal 
and marks a rare upset 
against the ten-time Olympic 
champions.

The trio of Deepika Ku-
mari, Ankita Bhakat, and 
young Kumkum Mohod 
showed incredible nerves of 
steel. After taking an early 
lead, they finished the match 
with a perfect streak of three 

bullseyes to knock out the 
top-seeded Koreans. In-
dia will now face China 
in the gold medal match 
this Sunday. "It was a 
dominant performance," 

noted spectators as the In-
dian women out-

shined the reigning 
world champions 
in a high-pressure 
deciding set.

While the women cele-
brated, it was a difficult day 
for the rest of the Indian 
contingent. The men's re-
curve team suffered a sur-
prising early exit after losing 
to Bangladesh. Meanwhile, 
India’s usually dominant 
compound archers struggled 
across the board. The men’s 
compound team narrowly 
missed out on a bronze med-
al after a tense shoot-off 
against China, and the wom-
en’s compound team fell in 

the quarterfinals to Turkey.
Despite the setbacks in oth-

er events, the spotlight re-
mains firmly on the recurve 
women. Their ability to take 
down the world’s most suc-
cessful archery nation has 
sent a wave of excitement 
through the sport. As they 
prepare for the final against 
the home favorites, China, the 
Indian team is proving they 
are serious contenders for the 
upcoming international sea-
son.

Batters on fire as SRH top table
HYDERABAD

Sunrisers Hyderabad captain Pat Cum-
mins has hailed his team’s "fearless" 
batting unit after a dominant 33-run 
victory over Punjab Kings propelled 
them to the top of the IPL 2026 stand-
ings. Cummins credited the group’s 
aggressive mindset for setting a mas-
sive total that proved too much for 
the opposition. 

Batting first, Hyderabad posted a 
towering 235 runs, thanks to blistering 
half-centuries from Heinrich Klaasen 
and Ishan Kishan. While both players 

benefited from dropped catches, they 
made the most of their luck to dismantle 
the Punjab bowling attack. Cummins 
jokingly admitted he was tempted to stay 
on the sidelines after seeing the team win 
so consistently under stand-in captain 
Ishan Kishan earlier this season. "The 
batters have been on fire, so you don’t 
have to do too much," Cummins noted 
with a smile.  Despite the loss, the match 
featured a historic moment for Punjab as 
young Australian Cooper Connolly 
smashed an unbeaten 107. At just 19, he 
became the youngest overseas player to 
score an IPL century. 

Mumbai to launch first 
Women’s T20 League

MUMBAI

The Mumbai Cricket Associ-
ation (MCA) has announced a 
landmark moment for local 
cricket with the launch of the 
inaugural T20 Mumbai Wom-
en’s League. The tournament 
will run alongside the fourth 
season of the men’s league 
from June 1 to 13 at the his-
toric Wankhede Stadium, cre-
ating a massive double-header 
for fans.

This new competition aims 
to provide a high-profile stage 
for female athletes. Big 
names like Sayali Satghare 
and Saima Thakor will feature 
alongside teenage sensation 
Ira Jadhav, who recently be-
came the most expensive 

player at the auction. MCA 
President Ajinkya Naik stated 
that hosting both events to-
gether reflects the city's com-
mitment to building a more 
inclusive and diverse cricket 
ecosystem.

The men’s side remains 
equally star-studded, featuring 
global icons such as Suryaku-
mar Yadav, Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
and Ajinkya Rahane. For 
many young stars, playing at 
the Wankhede is a dream 
come true.

 League Chairman Rajdip 
Gupta noted that the tourna-
ment will be broadcast nation-
wide on Star Sports and 
streamed on JioHotstar, giv-
ing local talent invaluable ex-
posure to a massive audience.

BIRMINGHAM 

Aston Villa midfielder Lucy Staniforth 
has announced she will retire from pro-
fessional football at the end of this sea-
son. The 33-year-old is ending a brilliant 
16-year career that saw her rise from a 
teenage talent at Sunderland to an inter-
national star.

Since joining Villa in 2023, the York-
born playmaker helped the club reach its 
highest league finish. Despite facing tough 
injury setbacks, including major knee sur-
geries, her leadership remained unmatched. 
Reflecting on her journey, the Lioness, who 
earned 17 caps for England, shared that she 
feels "super-content" to start a new chapter.

Fans now have one final chance to cheer 
for the midfield maestro. Staniforth leaves 
a lasting legacy of resilience and skill, 
moving into the "big, wide world" after an 
unforgettable run on the pitch.
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Bharat forge profit drops despite revenue rise
MUMBAI

Bharat Forge Ltd, the Pune-
based forging and engineering 
major, posted a consolidated 
profit after tax of Rs 233.44 
crore for the January–March 
quarter, down from Rs 282.62 
crore in the same period last 
year.  The decline came de-
spite a robust increase in de-
mand across automotive, in-
dustrial, and defence-related 
components.

Revenue from operations 
rose 17.53% year-on-year to 
Rs 4,528.04 crore in Q4 
FY26, compared with Rs 
3,852.6 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of FY25. 

The growth was supported by 
higher volumes and improved 
performance in key domestic 
and export markets.

Operational performance 
remained steady, with earn-
ings before interest, taxes, 
depreciation and amortisation 

increasing 14.21% to Rs 778 
crore, up from Rs 681 crore a 
year earlier. The EBITDA 
margin also improved margin-
ally to 17.81 percent from 
17.68%, indicating stable cost 
management despite market 
pressures.

The company’s board rec-
ommended a final dividend of 
Rs 6.50 per equity share of Rs 
2 face value for FY26, subject 
to shareholder approval at the 
upcoming annual general 
meeting. If approved, the pay-
out will be made on or after 
August 14, 2026.

Chairman and Managing 
Director Baba Kalyani said 
the company secured fresh 
orders worth Rs 4,814 crore 
during FY26, including de-
fence contracts worth Rs 
2,816 crore. He also said the 
company has begun restruc-
turing its steel business and 
expects completion by the end 
of 2027.

PROFIT DIP

QUICK READ
Apple invests  

₹100 crore for India’s 
sustainability

Instagram removes 
fake accounts in 

massive Purge 2026

NITI Aayog releases 
‘School Education 

Roadmap’ India

New Delhi
Meta-owned Instagram 
reportedly removed mil-
lions of bot and inactive 

accounts in 2026 in a ma-
jor cleanup dubbed 

“Great Purge of 2026” by 
users. The action caused 
sudden drops in follower 
counts for celebrities, in-

fluencers, and brands. Re-
ports suggested influenc-
er Kylie Jenner lost 14 mil-

lion followers, though 
Meta clarified that only 
inactive accounts were 

removed and genuine us-
ers were unaffected. A 

company spokesperson 
said the process is routine 
and aims to improve au-

thenticity and reduce fake 
engagement driven by 
bots inflating likes and 

followers. The purge 
sparked widespread reac-

tions, with users sharing 
screenshots of declining 
numbers and joking that 

no account, including Ins-
tagram’s official handle, 

was spared in the cleanup 
drive.

New Delhi
NITI Aayog has released a 
comprehensive report ti-

tled ‘School Education 
System in India: Temporal 

Analysis and Policy 
Roadmap for Quality En-

hancement’, offering a 
decade-long assessment 

of school education 
across access, infrastruc-
ture, equity, inclusion, and 

learning outcomes. The 
report proposes 13 rec-

ommendations, including 
8 systemic reforms such 

as composite schools, 
governance strengthen-

ing, teacher development, 
digital learning expansion, 

and inclusion initiatives, 
along with 5 academic re-
forms focusing on peda-
gogy, assessment, voca-
tional education, ECCE, 

and AI integration. Based 
on UDISE+ 2024-25, 

PARAKH, NAS, and ASER 
data, it highlights im-

provements in infrastruc-
ture, digital access, enrol-

ment equity. Covering 
14.71 lakh schools and 

24.69 crore students, it 
also outlines 33 phased 
implementation path-

ways across all govern-
ance levels.
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‘India-Vietnam tie boosts 
trade growth outlook’

The partnership upgrade expected to boost trade, critical minerals access, 
exports, and supply-chain resilience significantly, says PHDCCI

NEW DELHI

PHD Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PHDCCI) has 
said that the elevation of In-
dia–Vietnam relations to an 
Enhanced Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership will sig-
nificantly strengthen trade, 
investment flows, and sup-
ply-chain resilience between 
the two countries.

The upgrade follows the 
visit of Vietnam President To 
Lam to India, during which 
both sides agreed on a broad 
framework to deepen cooper-
ation across critical sectors. 
Industry leaders said the part-
nership is expected to im-
prove India’s access to critical 
inputs, while also expanding 
export opportunities and sup-
porting long-term economic 
growth.

According to industry rep-
resentatives, the agreement 
aligns closely with India’s 
flagship initiatives such as 
Make in India and Digital In-

dia, while also supporting 
semiconductor development, 
electronics manufacturing, 
and pharmaceutical exports. 
Cooperation in rare earths and 
critical minerals is expected to 
play a key role in strengthen-
ing supply chains for electric 
vehicles, renewable energy 
systems, defence manufactur-
ing, and advanced electronics.

The partnership also in-
cludes increased collaboration 
in artificial intelligence, infor-
mation technology, and semi-

conductor ecosystems, which 
is expected to enhance India’s 
position in global digital val-
ue chains. Sectors such as ag-
riculture, tourism, aviation, 
urban infrastructure, and 
smart city development are 
also likely to benefit from ex-
panded cooperation.

The two countries have set 
a bilateral trade target of $25 
billion by 2030 and signed 
multiple memoranda of un-
derstanding covering areas 
such as rare earths, pharma-

ceuticals, electronics, digital 
payments, education, and ur-
ban development.

Industry leaders including 
Rajeev Juneja and Dr. Ranjeet 
Mehta said the partnership 
will improve connectivity, 
ease of doing business, and 
regulatory alignment, further 
strengthening India’s Act East 
Policy and enhancing long-
term industrial collaboration.

Expected outcomes
n �India-Vietnam upgrade 

boosts trade outlook

n �Enhanced partnership 
strengthens supply 
chains globally

n �Cooperation expands 
semiconductors, AI, 
electronics sectors

n �Bilateral trade target set 
$25 billion

n �Rare earths deal sup-
ports green industries

Vedanta shares 
fall after Citi cuts 

rating, target price
MUMBAI

Vedanta Limited saw its 
shares fall over 3 percent after 
brokerage firm Citi Research 
downgraded the stock from 
‘buy’ to ‘sell’ and cut its tar-
get price to Rs 265, citing 
concerns over zinc prices and 
dividend policy changes.

The brokerage said the 
company’s earnings are heav-
ily dependent on its zinc busi-
ness, which contributes more 
than 90 percent of its attribut-
able EBITDA. It warned that 
any further weakness in zinc 
prices could significantly im-
pact profitability and overall 
financial performance.

Citi also flagged uncertain-
ty around Vedanta’s revised 
capital allocation and divi-
dend framework. The compa-
ny is no longer bound by its 
earlier dividend distribution 
policy, raising concerns 
among analysts about future 
cash payouts and shareholder 
returns. Vedanta has histori-
cally been popular with in-
come-focused investors due 
to its strong dividend track 
record.

According to Citi, the 
risk-reward profile at current 
London Metal Exchange price 
levels appears unfavourable, 
suggesting limited upside for 
the stock from present valua-
tions.

Following the downgrade, 
Vedanta shares were trading 
at Rs 305.80, down Rs 10.60 

during intraday trade. Despite 
recent volatility, the stock has 
shown mixed performance 
trends, gaining in the short 
term but declining sharply 
over the past month and six 
months.

The stock has remained un-
der pressure due to broader 
weakness in metals markets 
and concerns over global de-
mand conditions. Analysts say 
investor sentiment is also be-
ing influenced by uncertainty 
in commodity cycles and cor-
porate restructuring decisions 
within the group.

Overall, Citi’s revised out-
look highlights caution on 
both commodity pricing risks 
and corporate policy shifts, 
which together could weigh 
on Vedanta’s near-term earn-
ings visibility.

Citi downgrades 
Vedanta to sell, citing 

weak zinc outlook, 
dividend policy 

changes, and limited 
upside, cutting target 

price to ₹265

Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace is now valued at $1.1 billion 
after raising $60 million in fresh global funding round

SKYROOT AEROSPACE BECOMES 
INDIA'S FIRST SPACE TECH UNICORN

NEW DELHI

Skyroot Aerospace has be-
come India’s first space-tech 
unicorn after raising $60 mil-
lion in a new funding round 
led by existing investors Sher-
palo Ventures and Singapore 
sovereign wealth fund GIC. 

The fresh capital has 
pushed the Hyderabad-based 
startup’s valuation to $1.1 bil-
lion, more than doubling from 
its 2023 valuation of about 
$519 million.

The round also saw partici-
pation from investors includ-
ing BlackRock, Arkam Ven-
tures, Playbook Partners, 
Greenko Group founders, 
Shanghvi Family Office, and 
others. Some investors were 

existing backers, while Play-
book Partners and Shanghvi 
Family Office joined as new 
participants.

Company CEO Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana said the funds 
will support scaling up launch 
operations, expanding manu-
facturing capacity, and ad-
vancing the development of 
Vikram-2, a next-generation 
rocket designed to carry 
heavier payloads into orbit 
using an advanced cryogenic 
upper stage. The company is 
also preparing for the upcom-
ing launch of Vikram-1, In-
dia’s first privately developed 
orbital rocket. Skyroot Aero-
space previously demonstrat-
ed its capabilities with the 
2022 Vikram-S suborbital 

mission, which validated key 
l a u n c h  t e c h n o l o g i e s . 
Vikram-1 is expected to mark 
its entry into commercial or-
bital launch services.

Industry experts said the 
milestone highlights growing 
global investor confidence in 

India’s private space sector 
and strengthens the country’s 
ambition to expand its share 
in the global space economy 
over the next decade. The 
company’s total funding now 
exceeds $160 million, or 
roughly Rs 1,500 crore.

LPG production stable 
despite refinery 

maintenance turnaround
NEW DELHI

India’s largest domestic-mar-
ket refinery, Reliance Indus-
tries’ 33-million-tonne-per-
annum Jamnagar plant, will 
undergo a scheduled four-
week maintenance shutdown 
later this month. 

The Petroleum Ministry, 
however, said the temporary 
closure will not disrupt sup-
plies of LPG, petrol, diesel, or 
aviation turbine fuel because 
refinery maintenance sched-
ules are being coordinated 
nationwide to avoid simulta-
neous outages.

Officials said the shutdown 
will begin only after Nayara 
Energy’s Vadinar refinery re-
sumes operations following 
its own maintenance turn-
around. 

The government believes 
domestic LPG production will 
remain stable because not all 
processing units at Reliance’s 
refinery will be offline during 
the maintenance period.

India’s energy sector is al-
ready facing pressure from 
the ongoing West Asia con-
flict and disruptions around 
the Strait of Hormuz, a criti-
cal route for crude oil, LNG, 
and LPG imports. India im-

ports nearly 60% of its LPG 
needs, and about 90 percent 
of those imports usually pass 
through the Strait, making 
household cooking fuel par-
ticularly vulnerable to supply 
disruptions.

To manage shortages, au-
thorities have prioritised LPG 
supplies for households while 
restricting industrial and com-
mercial consumption. Refin-
eries are also maximising do-
mestic LPG production and 
sourcing additional cargoes 
from countries including the 
United States, Australia, and 
Russia. Government officials 
said India remains self-suffi-
cient in petrol and diesel pro-
duction and continues to 
maintain adequate fuel avail-
ability despite geopolitical 
tensions.

Officials also noted that do-
mestic refiners have increased 
LPG output by roughly forty 
percent since the conflict be-
gan, helping reduce depen-
dence on imports. Export du-
ties on diesel and aviation 
turbine fuel have additionally 
discouraged overseas sales, 
ensuring more supplies re-
main available for Indian con-
sumers and sectors during the 
crisis

RBI signals flexibility in future 
inflation target framework

NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank of India Deputy 
Governor Poonam Gupta indi-
cated that India could consider 
modifying its inflation target 
and tolerance band in the future 
if the country continues to wit-
ness a favourable balance be-
tween economic growth and 
inflation.  However, she em-
phasised that the existing 
framework remains appropriate 
given ongoing global economic 
uncertainty and volatility.

Gupta said India’s infla-
tion-targeting system has per-
formed well over the past de-
cade, delivering robust growth 
along with lower and more 
stable inflation. She noted that 
if this trend strengthens further, 
policymakers may eventually 
review the current inflation tar-
get and its flexibility band.

The government, in consul-
tation with the Reserve Bank of 
India, recently retained the in-
flation target framework for 
another five years through 
March 2031. Under this sys-
tem, the RBI is mandated to 
maintain headline consumer 
price inflation at 4 percent with 
a tolerance band of plus or mi-
nus 2 percent.

Gupta explained that the 4 
percent target was initially rec-
ommended by the RBI Expert 
Committee in 2014 after studies 
suggested that this level best 
balanced economic growth and 
price stability. She also pointed 
out that advanced economies 
such as the United States and 
Japan generally maintain lower 
inflation targets around 2 per-
cent, while emerging market 
economies often operate within 
a 2.5 to 4 percent range.

Walmart sees India 
major global opportunity
NEW DELHI

Walmart President and CEO  
has said that India represents 
one of the most dynamic op-
portunities in global com-
merce today, highlighting the 
country’s growing role in in-
ternational supply chains and 
manufacturing.

Speaking at the second edi-
tion of the ‘Walmart Growth 
Summit–India 2026’, Furner 
said the company has already 
sourced more than $40 billion 
worth of goods from India. 
He added that Walmart is fo-
cused on strengthening sup-
plier capabilities, improving 
compliance and quality stan-
dards, and helping Indian 
manufacturers scale up for 
global exports.

He said these efforts are 
aimed at expanding economic 
opportunities and connecting 
Indian businesses with cus-
tomers worldwide. The sum-
mit brought together more 
than 5,000 participants, in-
cluding exporters, MSMEs, 
digital-first brands, and sup-
ply chain partners.

Walmart’s supplier devel-

opment initiative, Vriddhi 
Supplier Development Pro-
gramme, has trained over 
115,000 micro, small, and 
medium enterprises since its 
launch in 2019. The pro-
gramme provides digital 
skills, business training, and 
access to new markets, with a 
target of supporting 170,000 
MSMEs by 2028.

Flipkart Group CEO Kaly-
an Krishnamurthy said tech-
nology and digital commerce 
are helping millions of Indian 
small businesses, artisans, and 
entrepreneurs access new op-
portunities. He highlighted 
initiatives such as Flipkart 
Samarth and Walmart Vriddhi 
as key enablers of inclusive 
growth.

Company leaders said Indi-
an businesses are increasingly 
becoming part of global sup-
ply chains, with rising interest 
in exporting through Walmart 
Marketplace to markets such 
as the United States. The fo-
cus remains on building stron-
ger manufacturing capabilities 
and expanding India’s role in 
global commerce networks.

New Delhi
Apple has committed  

Rs100 crore toward envi-
ronmental initiatives in In-
dia, strengthening its sus-
tainability goals and clean 

energy transition. The 
company is partnering 

with Clean Max to create 
more than 150 mega-

watts of renewable ener-
gy capacity across the 
country. Apple said the 
additional clean power 

generated would be 
enough to supply electric-
ity to nearly 1,50,000 Indi-
an households for an en-
tire year. The investment 

aims to reduce carbon 
emissions and support In-
dia’s growing renewable 
energy infrastructure. Ap-
ple also plans to expand 
energy efficiency meas-

ures and encourage green-
er operations within its 

supply chain. The initiative 
reflects the company’s 

broader commitment to 
achieving carbon neutrali-
ty and promoting sustain-
able development in key 

global markets worldwide.
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Cricket fever delays 
Samantha’s big movie magic

Fans of superstar Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu will have to 
wait just a little longer to see 

her back on the big screen. Her 
highly anticipated new movie, 
Maa Inti Bangaaram, has officially 
moved its release date. Originally 
set to hit theaters on May 15, the 
film will now arrive on June 19, 
2026.

The reason for the sudden 
change? It is all about the love of 
cricket. With the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) currently in full 
swing, the producers decided to 
step back and let the sport take 
center stage. The creators ex-
plained that they want fans of the 
Sunrisers Hyderabad team to en-
joy the matches without missing 
out on the cinema experience. 
They believe the Telugu states 

should focus on cheering for their 
home team before diving into this 
new story.

Maa Inti Bangaaram is an excit-
ing family action drama. Not only 
does Samantha star in the lead 
role, but she is also producing the 
project alongside her husband, 
filmmaker Raj Nidimoru, and Hi-
mank Duvvuru. The film is direct-
ed by the talented Nandini Reddy.

The movie features a great cast, 
including Diganth, Gulshan De-
vaiah, and Sree Mukhi. Even 
though the delay might be disap-
pointing for some, the team prom-
ises that the wait will be worth it. 
By moving to June, the film hopes 
to capture the full attention of 
families looking for a summer hit 
once the cricket excitement finally 
settles down. Stay tuned for June!

Old photo of Stars 
goes viral online

The South Indian film in-
dustry is currently mourn-

ing the heartbreaking loss of 
legendary producer RB 
Choudary. The respected 
filmmaker recently passed 
away following a tragic road 
accident in Rajasthan. As 
friends and family gather to 
say their final goodbyes, a 
special memory has surfaced 
online to remind everyone of 
his incredible legacy.

A rare, vintage photograph 
featuring Tamil cinema’s big-
gest icons has gone viral 
across social media platforms. 
The emotional image captures 
a younger Thalapathy Vijay 
and Ajith Kumar standing to-
gether. They are joined by the 
late RB Choudary, actor Jiiva, 
and famous director KS Ravi 
Kumar. The picture was taken 
years ago during a special 
cinema event where both Vi-
jay and Ajith appeared as 

guest stars. For many fans, 
seeing Vijay and Ajith in the 
same frame alongside the vet-
eran producer has sparked 
deep emotions. RB Choudary 
was a giant in the movie busi-
ness, known for supporting 
and launching many success-
ful careers. Seeing him sur-
rounded by the stars he 
helped shine has touched the 
hearts of thousands of neti-
zens. 

While the industry feels a 
deep void without him, this vi-
ral photo serves as a beautiful 
tribute to a man who brought 
so many people together.

Ram 
Charan’s 

new movie 
ready for 
screens

Excitement is building as 
Mega Power Star Ram 

Charan finishes the final 
touches on his upcoming 
film, Peddi. Directed by Bu-
chi Babu Sana, this rural 
sports drama is one of the 
most awaited projects of the 
year. 

In a big update today, the 
makers confirmed that the 
final editing of the movie is 
now complete.

With the "final  cut" 
locked, the film is officially 
ready to be sent to the censor 
board for approval. The pro-
duction team shared that ev-
erything is moving smoothly 

behind the scenes, ensuring 
there are no delays before 
the big day. Fans can mark 
their calendars, as the 
pan-Indian movie is set to hit 
theaters worldwide on June 
4, 2026.

Ram Charan stars along-
side Janhvi Kapoor, who 
plays the female lead. 

The movie also features a 
strong supporting cast, in-
cluding legends like Shiva 
Rajkumar and Boman Irani. 
Adding to the hype, the leg-
endary A.R. Rahman has 
composed the music, making 
the soundtrack highly antici-
pated.

As the release date nears, 
the team at Vriddhi Cinemas 
is preparing a massive pro-
motional campaign. 

Supporters are eagerly 
waiting for the first songs 
and the official trailer to 
drop. Sources say the pro-
ducers plan to release these 
updates in stages to keep the 
energy high. 

For now, the hard work in 
the editing room is done, and 
the stage is set for a grand 
cinematic experience. This 
sports drama promises to 
bring a powerful, emotional 
story to audiences across the 
country very soon.

Cinema icons set for 
record breaking movie

The Tamil film industry is 
buzzing with excitement 

over a massive new project. 
Legends Rajinikanth and Ka-
mal Haasan are joining forc-
es for a movie directed by 
Nelson Dilipkumar. While 
fans are thrilled to see the 
two stars together, it is the 

film’s staggering budget and 
salaries that have truly 
stunned the movie world.

Reports suggest that the 
total pay for the stars and di-
rector alone has reached 
nearly ₹500 crore. Kamal 
Haasan is expected to earn 
around ₹220 crore through a 

profit-sharing deal. Mean-
while, Rajinikanth’s fee is 
estimated to be between ₹180 
crore and ₹200 crore. Direc-
tor Nelson, fresh off recent 
hits, is reportedly charging 
₹70 crore. 

This massive spending 
happens even before the cost 
of the crew or filming is add-
ed.

Interestingly, the actual 
cost to produce the movie is 
estimated between ₹150 
crore and ₹180 crore. When 
you combine the production 
costs with the high salaries, 
this project, backed by Red 

Giant Movies, becomes the 
most expensive Tamil film 
ever made.

It has been decades since 
these two icons shared the 
screen in a lead capacity. 
Combining their legendary 
status with a top-tier director 
has created a level of hype 
never seen before. Industry 
experts believe the film will 
break many box office re-
cords when it finally arrives. 

For now, the sheer scale of 
the investment shows just 
how much faith the produc-
ers have in these two cinema 
giants to deliver a global hit.

Prakash Raj joins Jr NTR’s action epic

The excitement surrounding Jr NTR’s 
next big movie, Dragon, has reached a 

new level. Industry sources have con-
firmed that the versatile and often outspo-
ken actor Prakash Raj has officially joined 
the cast.  This pan-India project, directed 
by the visionary Prashanth Neel, is already 
being hailed as one of the most significant 
cinematic ventures currently in produc-
tion.  Prakash Raj is widely known for his 
incredible ability to transform into any 
character, from terrifying villains to be-
loved father figures. His addition to the 
team is expected to bring a unique inten-
sity to the film’s story. While the specific 
details of his role are being kept a secret, 
insiders suggest he will play a powerful 
character that is central to the movie’s 
plot. His presence often adds a layer of 
prestige and gravitas to big-budget films. 

This news comes at a time when 
Prakash Raj has been a frequent topic of 
public discussion due to his vocal opin-
ions on social and political issues. How-
ever, his talent as a performer remains 
undisputed. Fans are eager to see the 
on-screen chemistry between Jr NTR 

and Prakash Raj, a duo that has deliv-
ered memorable performances 

together in the past.

Alia Bhatt returns to 
Cannes Red Carpet

Bollywood sensation Alia 
Bhatt is heading back to 

the French Riviera. The ac-
tress has con-

firmed she 
will attend 
the presti-
g i o u s 
Cannes 
F i l m 
Festival 
for the 
s econd 
year in a 

row. Join-
ing fellow 

icons Aish-
warya Rai 
and Aditi 
Rao Hy-

da r i ,  A l i a 
will repre-

sent In-
dia as 

a 

global brand ambassador 
from May 12 to May 23.

For Alia, returning to the 
iconic red carpet feels like 
an "even bigger celebration" 
than her debut last year. 

She shared her excitement 
about the event's unique en-
ergy, describing it as a pow-
erful platform for sister-
hood. Alia noted that it is a 
privilege to be part of a 
journey that champions fe-
male voices and women’s 
empowerment on a global 
stage.

Aditi Rao Hydari also ex-
pressed her joy, stating that 
Cannes is about more than 
just fashion, it is about own-
ing your individuality with 
confidence. 

The festival continues to 
highlight women’s worth, 
and this year, actress Gillian 
Anderson will serve as a ju-
ror for a special award ded-
icated to female filmmak-
ers.

The general manager of 
the beauty brand represent-
ing the stars noted that hav-
ing Indian beauty and cre-
ativity on the world's most 
famous carpet is a testa-
ment to how far the in-
dustry has come. 

This year’s lineup is 
truly international, 

featuring stars like 
Jane Fonda and 
Eva Longoria 
alongside our 
B o l l y w o o d  
favorites.

Netflix unveils 
intense trailer of 

Saif Ali Khan’s 
Kartavya

Netflix has finally un-
veiled the intense trailer 

for Kartavya, an upcoming 
crime drama starring Saif Ali 
Khan. Produced by Gauri 
Khan’s Red Chillies Enter-
tainment and directed by Pul-
kit, the film promises a gritty 
look at the life of a man torn 
between his job and his loved 
ones.

In this movie, Saif plays 
Pawan, a police officer who 
finds himself in deep trouble. 
The story begins when a jour-
nalist is shot while under his 
protection. As his bosses put 
pressure on him to find the 
killers, Pawan uncovers a 
dangerous web of lies and 
power. Things get even worse 
when his own family is 
threatened because of a mis-
take made by his brother. 
Pawan must figure out how to 
be a good cop while keeping 
his family safe, knowing that 
every choice he makes has a 
high price.

Saif Ali Khan shared that 
he was drawn to the role be-
cause it deals with "uncom-
fortable spaces" and hard de-
cisions. He mentioned that 
playing a character with so 
much internal conflict was a 
thrilling experience. Director 
Pulkit added that the film ex-
plores the "grey areas" of life, 
where there are no easy an-
swers.

The movie features a talent-
ed cast, including Rasika Du-
gal and Sanjay Mishra. Kar-
tavya is described as a deep, 
emotional story that looks 
beyond simple crime to see 
the human heart behind it. 
Fans won’t have to wait long 
to see the mystery unfold, as 
the film is set to premiere on 
Netflix on May 15.

Halle Berry 
finishes filming 
new movie fleur
Academy Award winner 

Halle Berry has officially 
finished shooting her latest 
film, Fleur, in the heart of 
Paris. 

The actress celebrated the 
end of production on the 
erotic drama by sharing 
special moments from 
the French capital. This 
project marks a bold 
new chapter in her ca-
reer, blending intense 
drama with a glamor-
ous European back-
drop.

Berry posted photos 
online showing her 
raising a champagne 
glass by the Seine 
River with director 
Ellie Foumbi and 
p roducer  Hol ly 
Jeter.   She de-
scribed the filming 
process as a "once 
in a lifetime jour-
ney." The star 
also praised her 
"fearless" direc-
tor and the hard-
working crew 
that brought the 
story to life over 
t he  pa s t  f ew 
months. Produc-
tion for the movie 
originally began in 
P a r i s  b a c k  i n 
March.In Fleur, Ber-
ry plays a New York 
housewife who de-
cides to leave her 
thirty-year marriage 
behind. 

RDJ: Online fame is no real art
Marvel legend Robert Downey Jr. has 

sparked a major debate by criticiz-
ing the idea that social media influencers 
are the "stars of the future." Speaking on 
a recent podcast, the Iron Man actor 
called the claim "absolute horse-
shit," arguing that true stardom re-
quires more than just filming one-
self on a phone.

Downey expressed concern that 
digital platforms make it too easy 
to become famous without doing 
traditional creative work. 
While he doesn't see the 
technology as a negative 
thing, he hopes younger 
generations will choose 
more meaningful paths. 
He wants to see youth fo-
cus on building, making, 
and educating themselves 
r a t h e r  t h a n  c h a s i n g 

"self-aggrandizing" online fame. The ac-
tor shared a personal story about his 
14-year-old son, who briefly got caught 
up in the influencer world by asking for 

donations while gaming. Downey 
compared some digital creators to 
"hucksters of the information age," 
noting how the culture can feel al-
most like a religion. Despite his 
strong views, he admitted that he 

has met several influencers during 
movie promotions who are 

grounded and accomplished 
people. With over 58 million 
followers on Instagram, 
Downey stays active online 
but says he avoids being 
"consumed" by social media. 
He recalled how the bond 
between actors and audienc-
es changed when Iron Man 
first launched at Comic-Con.

AAMIR KHAN
 sings classic hits at 

screening
Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan 

turned a movie screening into a mu-
sical celebration. The actor attended a 
special showing of the upcoming film 
Daadi Ki Shaadi, featuring Kapil Sharma 
and Neetu Kapoor. After the movie end-
ed, the atmosphere became lively as 
Aamir joined the cast and crew for an 
impromptu singing session that has now 
gone viral. Videos from the event show 
Aamir having a wonderful time.  In one 
clip, he delighted everyone by singing his 
famous hit "Aati Kya Khandala" along-
side actress Sadia Khateeb. He didn't 
stop there, the actor also joined comedian 
Kapil Sharma to sing "Papa Kehte Hain," 
a nostalgic favorite from his early career.  
Aamir, who has been taking classical 
singing lessons for two years.
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