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The Truth Speaks

DAMASCUS
 

At least 18 people, including 
four police officers, were in-
jured on Tuesday after two 
improvised explosive devices 
detonated in the Syrian capi-
tal, Damascus, during French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s official visit to the 
country.

According to Syria’s Interi-
or Ministry, the blasts oc-
curred near the Ministry of 
Tourism and close to a hotel 
linked to Macron’s visit. Au-
thorities said one explosive 
device had been hidden inside 
a parked vehicle, while the 
other was concealed in a 
roadside trash container. 
Roads around the area were 
immediately sealed off as se-
curity agencies launched an 
investigation.

Macron’s office said the 
French President was travel-
ling to meet Syrian President 
Ahmed al-Sharaa when the 
explosions occurred but nei-
ther heard the blasts nor faced 
any direct threat. Officials 

confirmed that the visit con-
tinued as scheduled, adding 
that the explosions took place 
outside the designated securi-
ty zone for the French delega-
tion.

The attack came despite 
heightened security for Ma-

cron’s visit, the first by a Eu-
ropean leader to Damascus 
since the fall of former Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment in late 2024. Security 
experts said the motive be-
hind the attack remains un-
clear, although investigators 
believe it was intended to cre-
ate unrest and undermine con-
fidence in Syria’s security 
environment.

The incident follows a 
deadly café bombing in cen-
tral Damascus last week that 
killed at least 10 people, un-
derscoring the fragile security 
situation despite the country’s 
political transition.

n Injured: 18 people

n �Explosions: Two 
improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs)

n �Macron’s Visit:  
Continued as scheduled

Drought Assessment
Focus Region: Kalyana 

Karnataka

Next Review: Belagavi 
visit in the coming days

Issue: Rain deficit and 
drought-like conditions

Government Action: 
Statewide assessment  

before drought declaration

India, Indonesia deepen strategic 
ties with defence, minerals deals
Modi & Prabowo unveil broad roadmap spanning defence, trade, technology & maritime cooperation

JAKARTA
 

India and Indonesia on Tues-
day elevated their Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership 
with a series of landmark 
agreements covering defence, 
critical minerals, maritime se-
curity, digital connectivity 
and education following talks 
between Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Indonesian 
President Prabowo Subianto 
in Jakarta.

A major highlight was In-
donesia’s decision to procure 
India's BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missiles and Astra be-
yond-visual-range air-to-air 
missiles, marking another 
milestone in New Delhi’s ef-
forts to expand exports of in-
digenous defence equipment. 
The two countries also agreed 
to strengthen defence ex-

changes, disaster management 
and industrial collaboration, 
while their coast guard agen-
cies will enhance cooperation 
to improve maritime security 
in the Indian Ocean.

On the economic front, 
both nations signed an agree-
ment to deepen collaboration 
in critical minerals, with India 
set to invest in Indonesia’s 
steel, nickel and rare earth 
magnet manufacturing eco-
system to diversify strategic 
supply chains. They also 
agreed to jointly develop the 
strategically located Sabang 
port near the Strait of Malac-
ca, boost cooperation in the 
blue economy and integrate 
India’s Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) with Indonesia’s 
payment system to facilitate 
cross-border transactions.

The leaders reaffirmed their 
commitment to a free, open 
and rules-based Indo-Pacific 
and emphasised ASEAN cen-
trality. Nearly a dozen agree-
ments were signed across ag-
riculture, healthcare, telecom-
munications, space, research, 
innovation and election man-
agement, while the Indian In-
stitute of Management Banga-
lore will establish a campus in 
Indonesia.

Defence: BrahMos and Astra 
missile procurement agreed

Economy: Critical minerals 
and rare earth cooperation 
expanded

Connectivity: UPI to inte-
grate with Indonesia’s pay-
ment system

Maritime: Joint development 
of Sabang port and stronger 
coast guard cooperation

The agreements form 
part of Prime Minister 

Modi’s three-nation 
Indo-Pacific tour, which 

includes visits to Australia 
and New Zealand. The 
expanded partnership 

reflects growing strategic 
convergence between 
India and Indonesia in 

defence, resilient supply 
chains, maritime security, 
clean energy and regional 
stability, while reinforcing 

cooperation under the 
ASEAN-led Indo-Pacific 

framework.

"The Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership we forged in 2018 is 

taking a new flight today. A 
golden chapter of India-Indone-

sia partnership begins today."
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Indonesia's highest 
honour for PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was conferred the Bin-
tang Adipurna of the Republic 
of Indonesia, the country's 
highest civilian honour, by 
President Prabowo Subianto 
during his visit to Jakarta. In-
stituted in 1959, the award is 
bestowed on individuals who 
have rendered exceptional 
service to Indonesia's unity, 
continuity and prosperity. The 
honour recognises Modi's role 
in strengthening the India-In-
donesia Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership and advanc-
ing cooperation in areas such 
as defence, trade, maritime 
security, connectivity and re-
gional engagement. Dedicat-
ing the award to the people of 
India, Modi said it symbol-
ised the enduring friendship 
between the two nations. Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar described the recogni-
tion as a matter of pride for 
all Indians.

IIM Bangalore to 
open first overseas 

campus in Indonesia 
The Indian Institute of 

Management Bangalore 
will establish its first 

international campus in 
Indonesia, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Indo-

nesian President Prabowo 
Subianto announced 

during Modi’s visit to Jakar-
ta on Tuesday.The campus 
will come up at Singhasari 
Special Economic Zone in 
East Java, Indonesia’s first 
digital SEZ, following the 
footsteps of institutions 

such as King’s College 
London, which opened a 

campus there in 2024.The 
IIMB campus will offer pro-
grammes in global supply 
chains, digital transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence, 
climate and sustainability, 
and healthcare, benefiting 
students from across the 
ASEAN region. The two 
leaders also discussed 

the possibility of estab-
lishing an Indian Institute 
of Technology campus in 

Indonesia.

Strategic ties evolve

Karnataka to assess 
drought before 

declaration, says CM
Chief  Minister 

reviews rain-deficit 
situation, promises 

statewide 
assessment before 

taking a drought 
decision.

KALABURAGI
 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar on Tuesday 
said the State government 
would take a decision on de-
claring drought-hit areas only 
after conducting a compre-
hensive assessment of the 
prevailing rain-deficit condi-
tions across Karnataka in 
accordance with the pre-
scribed legal frame-
work.

Speaking to re-
porters during his 
visit to Kalabura-
gi to review the 
s i t u a t i o n  i n 
Kalyana Karna-
taka, Shivaku-
mar  sa id  the 
government was 
gathering first-
hand information 
from officials, public 
representatives and farm-
ers before making any an-
nouncement. He said similar 
inspections would be carried 
out in other affected regions, 
including Belagavi, over the 
coming days.

The Chief Minister interact-
ed with local residents and 
received petitions from farm-
ers, many of whom submitted 
dried sugarcane stalks to 
highlight the severity of the 
prolonged dry spell. Assuring 
them that their concerns 
would be addressed, he said 

the government want-
ed to assess the 
ground realities be-
fore arriving at a 
final decision on 
drought declara-
tion.

Responding to 
demands for a 

farm loan waiver, 
Shivakumar said 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
would first study the 

nature and extent of agri-
cultural loans before consid-
ering any relief measures. He 
also highlighted the creation 
of the new Praja Seva Depart-
ment, which has been tasked 
with receiving and examining 
public grievances to ensure 
timely action.

The visit comes amid grow-
ing concerns over deficient 
rainfall in several districts, 
raising fears over crop losses, 
drinking water availability 
and the livelihoods of farmers 
across the State.

"There is a legal 
framework for de-

claring areas as 
drought-hit. We 
will examine the 
situation across 
the State before 
taking an appro-
priate decision."
-D.K. Shivakumar, CM

CM warns officials over drought response
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar has warned of strict disci-
plinary action against officials found negligent in handling 
Karnataka's emerging drought situation, stressing that account-
ability and public service cannot be compromised. Addressing 
the Kalaburagi Divisional-level Progress Review Meeting, he 
said the government's priority is to ensure transparent, inclu-
sive and people-centric governance, with every eligible citizen 
receiving constitutional and civic entitlements. He directed 
officials to work with commitment and deliver tangible results 
rather than excuses, asserting that efficient officers would earn 
public trust while negligent ones would face action. On the 
ongoing electoral roll revision, he instructed Booth Level Of-
ficers to visit every household at least three times to ensure no 
eligible voter is left out. The Chief Minister also said Karnata-
ka is pursuing long-term solutions to water scarcity through 
discussions with neighbouring States and the Centre, including 
a proposed ₹1 lakh crore river-linking project connecting the 
Krishna, Cauvery and Godavari river systems.

Wayanad landslide kills four; six 
feared trapped at tunnel project site
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
A massive landslide at the 
Kalladi tunnel project site near 
Meppadi in Kerala's Wayanad 
district on Tuesday claimed 
four lives, while at least six 
workers remained missing as 
rescue operations continued. 
Most of the victims were asso-
ciated with the under-construc-
tion Wayanad-Kozhikode twin 
tunnel project.

The landslide, trig-
gered after intense 
rainfall, swept away 
vehicles, including a 
tanker lorry, damaged 
houses and forced authorities 
to evacuate nearby residents to 
relief camps. Seven people sus-
tained injuries, two of them crit-
ically, while Meppadi Sub-In-
spector Santosh Kumar was also 
injured during rescue efforts.

Construction activity at the 
site had already been suspend-
ed since Monday because of 
heavy rain, reducing the num-
ber of workers present when 
the hillside collapsed. National 
Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF), Fire and Rescue Ser-
vices, police and local volun-
teers continued search opera-
tions through the day. Chief 
Minister V.D. Satheesan said 
preliminary findings suggested 
that contractors had ignored di-
rections issued by the district ad-
ministration and disaster manage-
ment authorities on June 20 to 
remove large heaps of excavated 
soil from the construction site.

The 8.11-km twin tunnel 
connecting Meppadi in 
Wayanad with Anak-

kampoyil in Kozhikode is 
designed to serve as an al-
ternative to the congested 
Thamarassery Ghat Road 

on NH-766. Once complet-
ed, the project is expected 
to reduce travel distance 
by nearly 30 km and cut 

journey time by about 90 
minutes. However, envi-
ronmental experts had 

earlier cautioned about the 
ecological sensitivity of the 
region and recommended 

strict safeguards before 
construction began.

"The contractors failed to comply with direc-
tions to remove the accumulated excavated 

soil. Preliminary findings indicate this con-
tributed to the tragedy."

-V.D. Satheesan, Kerala CM 

US President Trump says Ukraine 
war settlement ‘hopefully soon’

ANKARA
 

US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday said he held separate 
discussions with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, expressing 
hope that the war in Ukraine 
could be resolved soon.

Speaking during a meeting 
with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on the side-
lines of the NATO summit in 
Turkey, Trump said his conver-

sation with Putin was 
lengthy and produc-
tive. “I had a very 
good talk with Pres-

ident Putin. We 
had a long 
talk, it lasted 
a long time. 

And I also spoke with Presi-
dent Zelenskyy right after that. 
I think they both want to make 
a deal,” Trump said.

Trump added that he be-
lieved a settlement could be 
reached “hopefully soon”, as 
diplomatic efforts continue 
amid the prolonged conflict be-
tween Russia and Ukraine.

Zelenskyy and Trump are 
scheduled to meet at the NATO 
summit on Wednesday. The 
Ukrainian leader is expected to 
seek greater support for air de-
fence systems to counter Rus-
sian missile attacks. The talks 
come amid heightened ten-
sions, with Ukraine intensify-
ing strikes on Russian energy 
infrastructure and Moscow 
continuing large-scale attacks 
on Ukrainian cities.

French President Emman-
uel Macron's visit marks 
the first by a European 

leader to Syria since the 
collapse of Bashar al-As-
sad's government in late 
2024. The trip is aimed at 
strengthening diplomatic 
engagement with Syria's 

transitional leadership 
under President Ahmed 

al-Sharaa and discussing 
regional stability, recon-

struction and security 
cooperation. However, 
Tuesday's explosions 

highlight the continuing 
threat posed by militant 

attacks and the challeng-
es facing Syria as it seeks 
to restore normalcy after 

years of conflict.

NDA delegation petitions CEC seeking 
intervention over SIR ‘irregularities’ in K’taka
NEW DELHI

 
A high-level National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) del-
egation from Karnataka on 
Tuesday met Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar in Delhi, alleging large-
scale irregularities in the on-
going Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls 
in the state and seeking im-
mediate intervention by the 
Election Commission.

The delegation included 
Union Ministers Pralhad 
Joshi, H.D. Kumaraswamy, 
Shobha Karandlaje and V. 
Somanna, along with Karna-
taka Leader of Opposition R. 

Ashoka, BJP leader Arvind 
Bellad and other NDA repre-
sentatives.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Joshi and Kumaras-
wamy said the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner assured 
them that the revision exer-
cise would be conducted 
strictly in accordance with 
Election Commission guide-
lines. 

They added that observers 
had already been deputed to 
Karnataka and that action 
would be taken against offi-
cials found violating norms.

The NDA submitted vid-
eos and documents alleging 
that Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) were distributing 
voter enumeration forms 
from mosques and madrasas 
instead of conducting man-
datory house-to-house veri-
fication. 

The  de lega t ion  a l so 
claimed some officials dis-
played partisan behaviour 
and cited political influence 
when questioned by the 
public.

"Preliminary findings 
indicate that the two ex-
plosive devices were im-
provised. Investigations 
are underway to identify 
those responsible." 

                 -Syria's Interior Ministry
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Ex-minister Sriramulu demands State 
Govt to restore ST quota to 7 per cent

MYSURU

Former Karnataka Minister B. 
Sriramulu asserted that reser-
vation is a constitutional right 
of the Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
community and urged the 
State Government to restore 
the ST reservation quota to 7 
per cent.

Speaking at the Social Jus-
tice Awareness Convention 
organised by the BJP ST Mor-
cha here on Tuesday, he said 
the ST community's future, 
particularly that of its youth, 
depends on adequate reserva-
tion in education and employ-
ment. Reservation is essential 
for the survival and progress 
of the community and re-
called that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
had advocated reservation 
based on population while 
framing the Constitution. The 
ST quota should not be com-
pared with reservations pro-
vided to other communities.

Referring to the State Gov-
ernment's recent recruitment 
drive for 56,000 posts, the 

former minister said the com-
munity would have benefited 
significantly if the 7 per cent 
reservation had remained in 
force. But reducing the quota 
from 7 per cent to 3 per cent 
had severely affected employ-
ment opportunities for educat-
ed ST youth. The community 
had fought for nearly 30 years 
to secure enhanced reserva-
tion and that several people 
had sacrificed their lives 
during the movement. Under 
the leadership of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi, the 
Union Government had in-
cluded the Parivara and Tala-
wara communities of Mysuru 
and Chamarajanagar districts 
in the Scheduled Tribe list 
following requests from Kar-
nataka leaders.

BJP MLA Raju Gowda 
pointed out that no one has 
the power to alter the Consti-
tution drafted by Dr. Ambed-
kar and said despite project-
ing itself as a champion of 
social justice, the Congress 

government had reduced the 
ST reservation from 7 per 
cent to 3 per cent, defeating 
the purpose of constitutional 
safeguards. 

Former Minister Ramesh 
Jarkiholi said that regardless 
of which party forms the gov-
ernment, the ST community 
must remain united. The gov-
ernments would respond only 
when the community stands 
together and alleged that 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes continue to face 

repeated injustice.
Former Mysuru Mayor Shi-

vakumar accused Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah of failing 
to effectively defend the en-
hanced ST reservation in 
court. While the government 
did not present strong argu-
ments in the reservation case, 
it engaged senior lawyers 
from Delhi in connection with 
the MUDA case, reflecting 
misplaced priorities.

The programme was attend-
ed by BJP ST Morcha Presi-
dent Bangaru Hanumanthu, 
former president Tipparaju 
Hawaldar, N. Mahesh, P.V. 
Nayak, S.V. Ramachandra, 
Pratap Gowda Patil, Legisla-
tive Council member Hemal-
atha Nayak, Siddaraju, former 
Mayor Shivakumar, Gangad-
hara Nayak, State General 
Secretary Shivakumar, Anil 
Kumar, Obalesh, Manjula, 
Subbanna, Nagendra, Basa-
varaju, Mallesh, R. Sundran-
na, Chandru, Ramakrishna, 
Naveen Kumar, Vadiraj and 
other party leaders.

Free Cardiology screening 
camp held in Mysuru

MYSURU

We Care Welfare Camp; 
Charitable Trust, Lashkar Mo-
halla, Mysuru, in association 
with Shifaa

Health Foundation Trust,  
organised a free cardiology 
screening camp in Mysuru.

It was held under the chair-
manship of Narasimharaja 
Assembly MLA Tanveer Sait. 
The camp was inaugurated by 
Chamaraja Assembly MLA 
K.Harish Gowda.

Naseeruddin Babu, Ex-Cor-
porator, Suhail Baig (Ex-Cor-
porator), Syed Umar (ABS 
Group), Khwaja

Musheer Chishti, Gafoor 
Azad,  Majid Ahmed, Con-

gress Leader, MD Amin, So-
cial Worker, Dr Ronappa, 
Azeez Ulla @ Ajju, Chair-
man, Mysore District Wakf 
Board Advisory Committee, 
Rahmatullah @ Tipu, Con-
gress Leader were  present. 
The program started with dua 
of Moulana Mohamed Ya-
qoob Saheb.

Dr Zayd Ahmed, Assistant 
Professor of Cardiology, Sri 
Jayadeva Hospital, Bangalore 
and

team conducted Heart 
Screening which includes free 
consultation, ECG, Lipid Pro-
file test, Sugar, BP and CPR 
Training. More than 200 pa-
tients were benefitted from 
this Camp.

STUDENT UNION inaugurated at 
Mysuru’s Govt Girls PU College

MYSURU

The Student Union Inaugura-
tion ceremony was held at the 
Government Girls Pre-Uni-
versity College, Rajiv Nagar, 
Mysuru, on Monday, with ed-
ucationists and community 
leaders encouraging students 
to develop leadership quali-
ties, discipline and a clear vi-
sion for their future.

The programme was inau-
gurated in the presence of 
NREDMC President Nabi 
Jan, social workers M.N. Ma-
hadev and Appu Da, and Col-
lege Development Committee 
(CDC) member Mohammed 
Musheer, who participated in 
the swearing-in ceremony of 
the newly elected student 
union members.

The oath of office was ad-
ministered by English Lectur-
er Smitha. The function was 
presided over by the Principal 
of the college, S. Balasubrah-
manyam.

Addressing the gathering, 
Nabi Jan stressed the impor-
tance of discipline, character 
building and career planning 
during the formative years of 
education. The girl students 
were asked to make the best 
use of opportunities available 
to them and focus on achiev-
ing their academic and profes-
sional goals.

In his presidential address, 
Principal S. Balasubrah-
manyam highlighted the sig-
nificance of pre-university 
education in shaping students' 
future and underscored the 
need to nurture leadership 
qualities among students. He 
also appreciated the services 
of CDC member Mohammed 
Musheer, stating that his time-
ly support and active involve-
ment in resolving college-re-
lated issues had been invalu-
able.

Senior lecturers Rudraiah 
and S. Basavaraju (History) 
also addressed the students.

ROLLBACK SIR: SDPI NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE URGES UNION GOVT

MYSURU

The National Executive Com-
mittee of the Social Demo-
cratic Party of India (SDPI), 
which concluded its two-day 
meeting at a private hotel in 
Mysuru on Tuesday, passed 
four major resolutions on is-
sues including the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, alleged irreg-
ularities in the NEET exam-
ination, amendments to the 
Foreign Contribution (Regu-
lation) Act (FCRA), and the 
demoli t ion of  minori ty 
homes and places of worship.

The meeting, held on July 6 
and 7, was chaired by SDPI 
National President M.K. 
Faizy. Party leaders discussed 
the country's current political 
situation, forthcoming elec-
tions, organisational activities 
and public outreach pro-
grammes before unanimously 
adopting the resolutions.

The committee demanded 
that the Election Commission 
immediately withdraw the 
ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, alleging that the exer-
cise was contrary to demo-
cratic and constitutional prin-
ciples. It claimed that the 
process could deprive mil-
lions of eligible citizens, par-

ticularly migrant workers, 
economically weaker sec-
tions and other marginalised 
communities, of their voting 
rights. 

The party also called for 
the re-inclusion of all eligible 
voters who had allegedly 
been left out during the revi-
sion.

The SDPI also sought the 
resignation of the Union Ed-
ucation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan, holding the ministry 
politically and morally re-
sponsible for the alleged ir-
regularities and question pa-

per leak in the NEET exam-
ination. The party said the 
controversy had undermined 
confidence in the country's 
education system and caused 
severe distress to students 
and their families.

Another resolution called 
for the repeal of the amend-
ments to the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Act 
(FCRA), contending that they 
impose excessive restrictions 
on religious, educational, 
healthcare and charitable in-
stitutions and adversely affect 
constitutional rights relating 

to religious freedom and mi-
nority welfare.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the meeting, SDPI 
National President M.K. 
Faizy outlined the resolutions 
adopted by the committee.

Among those present were 
National Vice-President Si-
taram Khoiwal, National 
General Secretaries Moham-
mad Ashraf and Eliyas 
Thumbe, Karnataka State 
President Abdul Majeed, and 
National Secretaries Alfonse 
Franco, D.S. Bindra and 
Sadiya Sayeeda.

TRUST CONDUCTS SIR 
AWARENESS DRIVE AT 

MYSURU BUS STAND
MYSURU

The KMPK Charitable Trust 
conducted a public awareness 
campaign on the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elector-
al rolls at the Mysuru City Bus 
Stand on Tuesday to educate 
citizens about the ongoing vot-
er roll revision exercise being 
undertaken by the Election 
Commission of India.

Holding awareness placards 
and distributing information, 
members of the trust urged 
eligible citizens to actively 
participate in the SIR process 
and ensure that their names 
remain on the electoral rolls.

KMPK Charitable Trust 
President Vikram Iyengar ap-
pealed to the public to coop-
erate with Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) by producing the 
required documents during 

the verification process so 
that they could secure their 
voting rights. The SIR exer-
cise is an important process to 
verify electoral records and 
called upon citizens to partic-
ipate responsibly in the inter-
est of the nation. However, no 
eligible voter's name should 
be omitted from the electoral 
roll.

He said BLO should carry 
out the SIR exercise impar-
tially without allowing politi-
cal considerations to influ-
ence the process, adding that 
voting is sacred in a demo-
cratic system.

Among those present were 
S.N. Rajesh, Chakrapani, Ma-
han Shreyas, Suchindra, Jaga-
dish ,  Dhoora  Rajanna, 
Dayananda Nayak, Ravi, 
Rakesh, Durga Prasad and 
other members of the trust.

Revisit hiked taxes and user charges: 
Ex-mayor Sandesh Swamy urges MCC

MYSURU

Former Mayor Sandesh 
Swamy has urged the Mysuru 
City Corporation (MCC) to 
comprehensively review the 
recently revised taxes and 
user charges imposed on com-
mercial establishments, stat-
ing that the increased finan-
cial burden on compliant 
businesses is unfair.

In a press release addressed 
to the MCC Commissioner, 
he pointed out that while 
more than two lakh small, 
medium and other commer-
cial establishments operate in 
Mysuru, only around 20,000 
to 25,000 traders currently 
hold trade licences and regu-
larly pay taxes. Instead of 
identifying and bringing un-
registered businesses into the 
tax net, the civic body has al-
legedly imposed additional 
financial burdens on traders 
who are already paying taxes.

Sandesh said under the 
State Government's guide-
lines, local bodies are expect-
ed to revise taxes and user 
charges periodically and with-
in prescribed limits, generally 

once every three years. How-
ever, the Mysuru City Corpo-
ration had increased road-cut-
ting charges and certain other 
fees by 30 to 40 per cent with-
out adequate public consulta-
tion, describing the move as 
arbitrary and unscientific. The 
commercial buildings already 
pay property tax, cess and 
other statutory charges. Levy-
ing additional road-cut-
ting charges and solid 
waste management fees 
has further increased 
the financial burden on 
traders and business 
owners, he said.

He also referred to 
complaints from hotel 
owners, apartment complexes, 
commercial establishments 
and residents alleging that 
monthly payments of ₹2,000 
to ₹3,000 are being collected 
for garbage disposal services. 
According to the release, 
some complainants alleged 
that waste was not collected 
regularly if such payments 
were not made. He sought 
clarification from the civic 
body, questioning whether the 
additional monthly collections 

amounted to double charging 
for the same service.

Expressing concern over 
the absence of elected repre-
sentatives in the Mysuru City 
Corporation, Sandesh Swamy 
said important financial deci-
sions should not be taken uni-
laterally by officials. The Cor-
poration must revise taxes and 
user charges only after con-

ducting scientific 
studies, consulting 
stakeholders and con-
sidering public inter-
est.

Describing Mysuru 
as Karnataka's cultur-
al capital and a major 
commercial hub, he 

said increasing taxes and oth-
er user charges would ad-
versely affect trade and busi-
ness. He appealed to the My-
suru City Corporation to im-
mediately review the en-
hanced commercial property 
tax, road-cutting charges and 
solid waste management fees 
and ensure that any revision is 
made in accordance with 
State Government guidelines 
without causing hardship to 
traders or the public.

MYSURU

Developing listening skills 
among students is essential 
for nurturing analytical think-
ing and broadening their 
knowledge, speakers said at 
the inaugural session of the 
sixth edition of the online we-
binar series organised by the 
Swami Vivekananda Youth 
Movement (SVYM) for gov-
ernment school students.

Speaking at the programme, 
Deputy Director of the Mysu-
ru District School Education 
Department, D. Udayakumar, 
lauded SVYM for successful-
ly conducting the weekly we-
binar series every Wednesday 
for the past five years. Such 
webinars expose students to 
new ideas and subjects be-
yond the classroom, helping 
them sharpen their thinking 
abilities.

He noted that learning is not 
confined to textbooks or exam-
ination scores. Students who 
develop the habit of listening 
gain better reasoning and com-
munication skills and become 
more capable of expressing 
their thoughts confidently. The 
students must remain curious, 
embrace emerging fields such 
as STEM education, and con-
tinuously update their knowl-
edge in the rapidly evolving 
technological era.

Referring to the study of 
history, Udayakumar said it 
enables students to understand 
the evolution of civilisation 
and appreciate the importance 
of cultural heritage. Webinars 
featuring experts from diverse 
fields inspire students to ex-

plore new career paths and 
acquire practical knowledge. 
Observances such as World 
Environment Day and Inter-
national Yoga Day should not 
remain symbolic but should 
be translated into meaningful 
action. The weekly webinars 
would continue to benefit stu-
dents and the wider commu-
nity, he added.

Presiding over the event, 
Dr. Sudheer Bengaluru, Pres-
ident of the Governing Coun-
cil of Swami Vivekananda 
Youth Movement, said educa-
tion is a process of discover-
ing and nurturing the hidden 
potential within every student 
rather than merely imparting 
information. While informa-
tion is readily available 
through the internet, students 
need proper guidance and en-
couragement to identify their 
interests and choose suitable 
career paths.

He said interactions with 
achievers from different pro-
fessions through the webinar 
series motivate students to 
pursue excellence in their 
chosen fields. The initiative, 

which covers subjects ranging 
from environmental aware-
ness to science and innova-
tion, reflects SVYM’s com-
mitment to building a knowl-
edgeable, socially responsible 
and empowered generation.

Earlier, Sandeepa Vasishta, 
Senior Programme Manager 
of SVYM, said the organisa-
tion has been conducting the 
webinars continuously for the 
past five years to enhance the 
knowledge of government 
school students. More than a 
thousand students participate 
in each weekly session, 
demonstrating their eagerness 
to learn beyond the class-
room.

He added that the webinars 
are held every Wednesday 
from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm, 
with participation from stu-
dents, parents, teachers and 
School Development and 
Moni tor ing  Commit tee 
(SDMC) members. A total of 
37 webinars were conducted 
during the previous academic 
year, and the 2026–27 webi-
nar series was formally 
launched on Tuesday.

Listening skills foster critical thinking 
among students: Experts
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Minister Yathindra cracks the 
whip on Mysuru flyover work
INSISTS ON QUALITY, TIMELY COMPLETION

MYSURU

Urban Development Minis-
ter Dr. Yathindra Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday carried 
out an on-site inspection of 
the ongoing flyover con-
struction project in Mysuru, 
underscoring the State Gov-
ernment's commitment to 
strengthening the city's infra-
structure through quality ex-

ecution and timely comple-
tion.

During the inspection, the 
Minister held a comprehen-
sive review meeting with 
officials, assessing the prog-
ress of the project, construc-
tion standards and various 
aspects of its implementa-
tion. Stressing that there 
should be no compromise on 
quality, he directed the offi-

cials to ensure that the fly-
over is completed within the 
stipulated timeframe while 
maintaining the highest engi-
neering standards.

The minister also instruct-
ed the authorities to take all 
necessary precautionary 
measures to minimise incon-
venience to the public during 
the construction period. They 
should ensure that traffic 

movement should remain as 
smooth as possible, with ad-
equate safety measures and 
effective traffic management 
put in place to protect com-
muters and avoid disrup-
tions.

Deputy Commissioner 
Laxmikanth Reddy and offi-
cials from the concerned de-
partments were present 
during the inspection.

SIR of electoral rolls: Minister 
Yatindra holds meeting

MYSURU

A meeting on the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls was held at the My-
suru District Congress office 
on Tuesday under the chair-
manship of Dr. Yathindra Sid-
daramaiah, following direc-
tions from the Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(KPCC). The meeting dis-
cussed measures to ensure the 
effective implementation of the 
electoral roll revision process.

Addressing party workers, 

Dr. Yathindra urged them to 
maintain close contact with 
the public and help eligible 
voters enroll their names in 
the electoral rolls, make nec-
essary corrections, and com-
plete other required modifica-
tions. The party workers 
should create awareness and 
provide proper guidance to 
ensure that every eligible vot-
er is able to complete the pro-
cess without difficulty.

Emphasising the need to 
safeguard voters' rights, the 
minister called upon all party 

office-bearers and workers to 
work in coordination to en-
sure that every eligible citizen 
is included in the electoral 
rolls. No voter should lose the 
right to vote due to lack of 
awareness or information, he 
added.

Among those present at the 
meeting were Mysuru District 
Congress President Dr. B.J. Vi-
jay Kumar, Mysuru City Con-
gress President R. Murthy, 
KPCC spokesperson M. Laksh-
man, along with other senior 
party leaders and workers.

Special measures initiated to ensure the 
safety of women and kids: ADC

MYSURU

Special initiatives have been 
implemented across Mysuru 
district to ensure the safety 
and welfare of women and 
children, with round-the-
clock support services being 
made available for women 
affected by domestic vio-
lence, dowry harassment, sex-
ual assault and rape, said Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er R. Aishwarya.

Chairing the District-Level 
Coordination Committee 
meeting organised by the De-
partment of Women and 
Child Development here on 
Tuesday,  she said that 
through voluntary organisa-
tions in every taluk, affected 
women are being provided 
24×7 free legal counselling 
and psychological support. 
Under the Sakhi One Stop 
Centre, women and girls who 
have faced violence receive 
integrated services under one 
roof, including free counsel-
ling, police assistance, legal 
aid, medical care and tempo-
rary shelter for up to five 
days.

To ensure safe accommo-
dation for women migrating 
from rural areas to work in 
factories, hotels, hospitals 
and garment units in Mysuru 
city, Working Women's Hos-
tels are functioning effective-
ly at Belavadi and Hoota-
galli, she said.

In addition, four Child Care 
Centres have been established 

in the district to support 
working mothers by provid-
ing care and protection for 
children aged six months to 
six years. These centres are 
functioning at the Deputy 
Commissioner's Office, the 
Zilla Panchayat, the Stree 
Shakti Bhavan in Nanjangud 
and the Government Higher 
Primary School in Hunsur. 
The centres provide nutritious 
food, early childhood educa-
tion and activities aimed at 
promoting the intellectual de-
velopment of children.

Referring to the Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana Yoja-
na, Aishwarya said the 
scheme provides financial as-
sistance to improve the health 
and nutrition of pregnant 
women and lactating mothers. 
The assistance is transferred 
directly to Aadhaar-linked 
bank accounts through Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT).

Women who register their 
pregnancy at an Anganwadi 
Centre within 150 days are 
eligible for a total assistance 
of ₹5,000, paid in two instal-
ments—₹3,000 as the first 
instalment and ₹2,000 as the 

second. Families blessed 
with a second child who is a 
girl receive a one-time incen-
tive of ₹6,000 to encourage 
the birth of girl children, she 
added.

She said a special campaign 
under the Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao programme for 2026-
27 has been underway since 
June 22, 2026, across all 255 
Gram Panchayats in the dis-
trict. The campaign focuses 
on preventing female foeti-
cide, promoting girls' educa-
tion and creating awareness 
against gender discrimination.

Highlighting safety mea-
sures, she said two Akka Pade 
teams—one for the taluk divi-
sion and another for the city 
division—are currently func-
tioning to ensure the safety of 
women and children. These 
teams conduct awareness pro-
grammes at bus stands, col-
leges, fairs and other crowded 
public places. 

A proposal has also been 
submitted seeking sanction 
for an additional Akka Pade 
team for Hunsur taluk.

Aishwarya further noted that 
since Mysuru currently lacks a 

Shakti Sadan rehabilitation 
centre for women in difficult 
circumstances, the district 
committee has approved a pro-
posal to relocate the existing 
centre run by Jnana Vikasa 
Education Trust at Pandavapu-
ra in Mandya district to Mysu-
ru. Another proposal has also 
been submitted seeking sanc-
tion for a new Shakti Sadan at 
Nanjangud.

She said steps are being 
taken to strengthen security at 
the District Bal Bhavan locat-
ed at Bannimantap by deploy-
ing police personnel and in-
stalling iron gates and doors. 
Directions were also issued to 
organise cultural programmes 
and summer camps for chil-
dren during the 2026-27 fi-
nancial year.

Deputy Director of the De-
partment of Women and 
Child Development Nagaraj 
R., District Publicity Officer 
Vijayakumar, Women and 
Child Development Officer 
Rashmi S., Additional Com-
missioner  of  Police L. 
Nagesh, and District Health 
and Family Welfare Officer 
Siraj were present.

Yathindra holds booth-level meeting 
on Special Intensive Revision 

MYSURU

A booth-level meeting on the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls was 
held on Tuesday in the Bilig-
ere, Varuna and T. Narasipura 
Town Municipal Council ar-
eas under the Varuna Assem-
bly constituency of Mysuru 
district.

The meeting, led by Dr. 
Yathindra Siddaramaiah, fo-
cused on creating awareness 
among party workers about 
the Special Intensive Revision 
process. During the meeting, 
party workers were provided 
with detailed information on 
the procedures involved in the 

electoral roll revision.
Addressing the gathering, 

he urged party workers and 
office-bearers to educate and 
guide the public on the proper 
procedures for enrolling eligi-
ble voters, making correc-
tions, and carrying out other 
necessary modifications to the 
electoral rolls in accordance 
with the prescribed rules.

He also called upon party 
workers to remain in constant 
touch with the public through-
out the Special Intensive Re-
vision process and take all 
necessary steps to ensure that 
every eligible voter is able to 
exercise their democratic 
right to vote.

Discipline and mock tests hold the 
key to success in police recruitment

MYSURU

Mere hours of study at home 
are not enough to succeed in 
competitive examinations. 
Candidates must experience 
the real examination atmo-
sphere, learn to handle pres-
sure and master time manage-
ment through mock tests, said 
Nitish Patil, Administrator of 
the Mysuru City Corporation, 
Regional Commissioner and 
Chairman of the City Library 
Authority.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the mock examination for the 
Karnataka State Police Civil 
Police Constables Recruit-
ment conducted jointly by the 
City Central Library at Peo-
ple's Park here on Tuesday, he 
said even minor mistakes 
while filling out OMR sheets 
can cost candidates an entire 
examination. Such errors 
should be identified and cor-
rected during mock tests. 
They must study for 12 to 16 
hours a day, but without writ-
ing mock tests, it is difficult 
to succeed in the actual exam-
ination. The aspirants must 
devote at least 30 per cent of 
their total preparation time to 
taking mock tests.

The RC said there is no 
substitute for hard work in se-
curing a government job, and 
shared his own experience 
that he had appeared not only 
for the UPSC Civil Services 
Examination but also for the 
KPSC, PDO, Bank and RBI 
recruitment examinations. As-
pirants should never look 
down upon any competitive 

examination while pursuing 
their goals.

Saying that no post is small, 
Patil said one can begin as a 
Police Constable and later rise 
to become a PSI or even an 
IPS officer. A nurse from his 
own batch who later became 
an IAS officer and many can-
didates who studied in open 
universities have also gone on 
to clear the Civil Services Ex-
amination.

Patil urged candidates not 
to develop an inferiority com-
plex over their lack of English 
proficiency. Many students 
f rom Kannada-medium 
schools have successfully 
cleared the UPSC examina-
tion. He studied in Kannada 
medium and chose Kannada 
Literature as one of his op-
tional subjects.

 He also cited former My-
suru City Corporation Com-
missioner Gurudatta Hegde 
and the present Vijayapura SP 
Laxman Nimbargi, who, de-
spite studying in English-me-

dium institutions, wrote all 
their UPSC papers in Kanna-
da and emerged successful. 
Hard work matters far more 
than the language you study 
in.

He advised aspirants not to 
expect instant success in com-
petitive examinations. The 
first six months are often 
spent understanding what and 
how to study, he said, adding 
that many successful candi-
dates have persevered for sev-
en to eight years before 
achieving their goals. Aspi-
rants should cultivate disci-
pline, continuously improve 
through mock tests and re-
main focused, he added, as-
suring them that the adminis-
tration would always stand 
firmly behind them.

Deputy Director of the City 
Central Library B. Manju-
nath, Head of the Competitive 
Examination Training Centre 
Ramesh Narasayya, and sev-
eral other dignitaries were 
present on the occasion.

MYSURU

Renowned Kannada scholar 
Nadoja De. Javare Gowda de-
veloped a deep interest in 
Kannada literature after join-
ing Maharaja's College, 
where he came under the in-
fluence of the celebrated poet 
and thinker Kuvempu, said 
Dr. M.P. Rekha, Professor at 
Yuvaraja's College.

Speaking at the birth anni-
versary celebration of Nadoja 
De. Javare Gowda and a book 
exhibition organised by the 
Mysore University Under-
graduate Library in associa-
tion with the Department of 
Kannada, Yuvaraja's College, 
on Tuesday at the Maharaja's 
College campus here on Tues-
day, she said Javare Gowda 
initially aspired to secure a 
government job. However, 
after joining Maharaja's Col-
lege and interacting with Ku-
vempu, he changed his out-
look and dedicated himself to 
Kannada literature.

Born in Chakkere village of 
Channapatna taluk, he grew 
up in poverty but possessed 
immense intellectual wealth. 

As a child, he grazed goats, 
but after coming to Mysuru, 
he immersed himself in liter-
ature, folklore, travel writing, 
and translation. He also ac-
tively participated in move-
ments for the promotion and 
protection of the Kannada 
language and culture, making 
invaluable contributions to 
Kannada.

Following Kuvempu's ad-
vice, Javare Gowda read the 
autobiographies of several 
eminent personalities and lat-
er authored many autobi-
ographical works himself. He 
also translated War and Peace 
by Leo Tolstoy into Kannada 
under the title Yuddha Mattu 
Shanti (War and Peace).

She observed that while 
Kuvempu propagated the 
message of universal human-
ism, De. Javare Gowda envi-
sioned Kannada gaining glob-
al recognition. She noted that 
earlier generations of Kanna-
da writers were well-versed in 
non-Kannada literature, par-
ticularly English literature, 
which greatly contributed to 
their success. However, she 
expressed concern that the 

number of readers engaging 
with English and other world 
literatures has declined in re-
cent years.

Referring to the recent inter-
national recognition for Kan-
nada through Banu Mushtaq, 
Dr. Rekha said the language 
has proved its global literary 
stature. She urged students to 
read more research-oriented 
and scholarly works to broad-
en their knowledge.

Senior journalist Amshi 
Prasanna Kumar inaugurated 
the programme. Principal of 
Yuvaraja's College Prof. S. 
Mahadevamurthy presided 
over the function. Professor 
Dr. Srinivas also addressed 

the gathering. Dr. M.S. Vas-
antha was present.

Head of the Kannada De-
partment Prof. C.D. Parashu-
ram welcomed the gathering 
and delivered the introductory 
remarks. Undergraduate Li-
brary Librarian Dr. Y.L. So-
mashekhar proposed the vote 
of thanks.

Manjula rendered the invo-
cation, while Kavitha com-
pered the programme. Prof. 
Kokila, Dr. Deepak Bhatt, 
research scholars, library staff 
and students attended the 
event. Basavaraju presented a 
reading of selected passages 
from Sri Ramayana Darsha-
nam.

“Ex- VC D Javare Gowda was inspired by Kuvempu 
for his dedication to Kannada literature”

Underground 
cable works: No 

power supply 
today, tomorrow

MYSURU

Power supply will be disrupt-
ed in areas falling under the 
Vidyaranyapuram and Silk 
Factory feeders of the Cha-
mundipuram Sub-Division on 
July 8 and 9 owing to under-
ground cable laying works, 
according to a press release 

issued by the Ex-
ecutive Engineer 
of the R. Mohalla 
Division.

Areas affected 
on July 8: Veers 

Colony, Railway Quarters and 
surrounding areas.

Areas affected on July 9: 
Anupama T.C. area, Mittal 
Pride Apartment, 12th Cross, 
Vidyaranyapuram, in front of 
NIE College, Police Quarters, 
Post Office, Manandavadi 
Road and surrounding areas.

Residents in these localities 
have been advised to make 
necessary arrangements in 
view of the temporary power 
interruption.
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5.5-crore subway to improve access to Sampige Road Metro
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Thousands of residents in 
north and central Bengaluru 
will soon benefit from safer 
and easier access to the Sam-
pige Road Metro station, with 
the South Western Railway 
(SWR) announcing the con-
struction of a fully under-
ground pedestrian subway 
connecting Swatantra Palya to 
the station.

The ₹5.5-crore project is 
aimed at eliminating the dan-
gerous practice of pedestrians 
crossing active railway tracks 

to reach the Metro station. 
The subway will be built with 
a ceiling height of 2.6 metres 
and a width of five metres, 
providing a safe, spacious and 
all-weather passage beneath 
the railway lines.

According to railway offi-
cials, the project was con-
ceived after repeated instanc-
es of people crossing the busy 
railway mainline, posing seri-
ous risks to both commuters 
and train operations. At pres-
ent, residents are forced to 
walk across railway tracks 
and use a narrow, sloping 

pathway to access the station, 
creating safety concerns, par-
ticularly during peak hours 
and at night.

Officials said the subway 

would significantly improve 
connectivity for residents of 
Srirampura, Seshadripuram, 
Okalipuram and Malles 
waram, benefiting thousands 

of daily commuters. Besides 
enhancing pedestrian safety, 
the project is also expected to 
improve operational safety for 
trains by reducing unautho-
rised crossings.

Gandhinagar MLA Dinesh 
Gundu Rao said the subway 
fulfils a long-pending demand 
of local residents. He noted 
that crossing railway tracks 
had resulted in frequent  
accidents, especially after 
dark, besides creating law-
and-order challenges. He 
urged authorities to adopt 
modern construction tech-

niques to complete the work 
efficiently and minimise in-
convenience.

A foundation stone for the 
project has already been laid, 
and construction is expected 
to commence shortly. The 
South Western Railway has 
fixed January 2027 as the 
completion deadline.

However, Union Minister 
of State for Railways V. So-
manna expressed confidence 
that the subway would be 
completed ahead of schedule. 
He also said work on the 
Road Under Bridge (RUB) at 

Ramohalli Gate near Kengeri 
is progressing and will be 
completed soon.

The Minister further stated 
that the Tumakuru-Davanage-
re and Rayadurga-Tumakuru 
railway line projects are being 
executed on priority. 

He added that plans are also 
under way for a new direct 
railway line connecting Ben-
galuru and Kolar via Hosa-
kote, Nara sapura and Vema-
gal, aimed at strengthening 
suburban and regional rail 
connectivity in and around the 
city.
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Five Bengaluru 
students ace IB Diploma 

with perfect scores

Woman killed, 
husband injured in 

water tanker collision

Helmetless rider dies 
after two-wheeler 

collision

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Five students from Ben-

galuru achieved a perfect 
45 out of 45 in the Inter-
national Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme 
(IBDP) examinations, the 
results of which were an-

nounced recently. The 
high achievers are Amisha 

Sharma and Varun 
Vasudevan Iyer from 

Greenwood High, along 
with Aarushi Singh, Supri-
ya Krishnamurthy and Ri-
shika Aggarwal from The 
International School Ban-

galore. All five have  
secured admission to 

prestigious universities 
abroad. Amisha will pur-

sue Public Policy and Data 
Science at the University 

of North Carolina at  
Chapel Hill, while Varun 

will study Mathematics at 
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. Aarushi has 
been admitted to Johns 

Hopkins University, Supri-
ya to the University of 

Cambridge, and Rishika 
will join the Georgia Insti-

tute of Technology. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A 61-year-old woman was 

killed and her husband 
sustained minor injuries 
after a speeding water 
tanker rammed their 

scooter on Doddakanna-
halli-Carmelaram Road in 
Bengaluru. The deceased, 
Sudha Devi, was riding pil-

lion while her husband, 
Kapil Dev Prasad (65), 

was taking her to a hospi-
tal. According to police, 

the couple slowed down 
after noticing a school bus 
parked along the roadside 

when the tanker struck 
the scooter from behind, 
throwing them onto the 
road. Sudha died in the 

accident, while Kapil es-
caped with minor injuries. 
The tanker driver initially 

hid nearby fearing assault 
by bystanders but later 
surrendered before the 
Bellandur Traffic Police. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A 27-year-old man died 
after his motorcycle col-
lided with a scooter near 
the BDA Apartments on 

Mysuru Road in Mylasan-
dra on Tuesday. The de-

ceased, Venkatesh, a resi-
dent of Chamarajpet, 
worked at a hardware 

shop. The scooter rider, 
Chandana, a college stu-
dent from Mysuru Road 
and a native of Uttara 
Kannada district, sus-

tained injuries. According 
to police, the accident oc-
curred when Chandana, 
who was riding ahead of 

Venkatesh, allegedly took 
a sudden left turn. Unable 
to stop in time, Venkatesh 
crashed into her scooter. 

Police said he was not 
wearing a helmet and suff 

ered fatal head injuries. 
Further investigation into 
the accident is underway.

Sadahalli underpass work to 
begin, Airport Rd to be signal-free

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Motorists travelling to the 
Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA) will soon enjoy 
an uninterrupted, signal-free 
drive from Hebbal, with the 
long-pending Sadahalli Junc-
tion Underpass project finally 
set to begin. The National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI) will commence pre-
liminary work next week, 
marking the start of a project 
that has remained on the 
drawing board for nearly a 
decade.

The Bengaluru Traffic Po-
lice has granted permission 
for construction activities to 
be carried out at night be-
tween 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. over 
the next 15 months to mini-
mise disruption to traffic. The 

approval, issued on July 1, 
clears the way for work on the 
700-metre-long underpass at 
the busy Sadahalli Junction.

At present, Sadahalli Junc-
tion is the only traffic signal 
on the 22-km stretch between 
Hebbal and the airport. Once 
completed, the six-lane under-
pass, estimated to cost ₹35 
crore, will remove this final 
bottleneck and ensure seam-
less travel to and from the 
airport.

NHAI Bengaluru Project 
Director K.B. Jayakumar said 
preliminary activities, includ-

ing barricading, traffic diver-
sions and widening of service 
roads, would begin next 
week. To maintain traffic flow 
during construction, the exist-
ing two-lane service roads on 
either side of the highway 
will be expanded into four-
lane roads.

Given the heavy monsoon 
during July and August, only 
preparatory work will be un-
dertaken initially. Major exca-
vation for the underpass will 
begin after the rains subside 
in September.

The project has been 
awarded to Vidya InfraBuilt 
Pvt. Ltd., with the design al-
ready finalised. The under-
pass will be built using the 
cut-and-cover method, a 
widely adopted construction 
technique for urban tunnels.

NHAI aims to complete the 
project before the Aero India 
exhibition scheduled for Feb-
ruary 2027, ensuring smooth-
er access to the airport for 
commuters, business travel-
lers and visitors attending the 
international aerospace event.

The completion of the un-
derpass is also expected to 
ease congestion around Sada-
halli Junction, improve travel 
time reliability and enhance 
connectivity to north Bengal-
uru, one of the city’s fast-
est-growing corridors. Offi-
cials believe the project will 
significantly improve the 
overall commuting experience 
fo r  t housands  o f  a i r-
port-bound passengers every 
day while strengthening the 
region’s transport infrastruc-
ture.

Decade-delayed Sadahalli underpass project will finally eliminate  
the last traffic signal before airport.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

For residents of Bengaluru’s 
eastern suburbs, the 400-metre 
Gunjur Club House Road has 
become a daily ordeal, with 
dust clouds, deep craters and 
unfinished civic works turning 
a crucial connector into a haz-
ardous stretch.

The road, which links Gun-
jur with Varthur, Sarjapur 
Road and the Outer Ring 
Road, has remained in poor 
condition for nearly two years. 
What should be a key urban 
corridor now resembles an un-
paved track littered with exca-
vated soil, loose jelly stones 
and uneven surfaces, making 
travel difficult for motorists, 
pedestrians and cyclists alike.

The deteriorating road has 
also affected local businesses. 

A woman entrepreneur said 
she was forced to shut her 
restaurant after customers 
stopped visiting because of the 
unbearable dust. Having taken 
a loan to establish the busi-
ness, she now prepares food 
inside the closed restaurant 
and sells it from a roadside 
cart nearby to meet her month-
ly loan repayments.

“The dust is so severe that 
everything gets covered within 
seconds whenever a vehicle 
passes. People avoid even 
walking on this road,” she 
said, adding that maintaining 
hygiene has become an uphill 
task despite her best efforts.

The stretch serves several 
apartment complexes, schools 
and commercial establish-
ments, making it one of the 
busiest internal roads in the 

locality. Residents describe 
every journey as a “roll-
er-coaster ride”, with vehicles 
constantly jolting over pot-
holes and loose gravel.

Ongoing stormwater drain 

works have further narrowed 
the carriageway, aggravating 
congestion and leaving behind 
open excavations. During the 
monsoon, many of these pits 
fill with rainwater, making 

them difficult to spot and in-
creasing the risk of accidents.

The issue recently drew the 
attention of Greater Bengaluru 
Authority Chief Commissioner 
M. Maheshwar Rao, who in-
spected the site along with offi-
cials of the Bengaluru East City 
Corporation and directed them 
to speed up the works.

Officials said the absence of 
a proper stormwater drainage 
network has led to repeated 
damage to the road. They as-
sured residents that once the 
drainage project is completed, 
the road will be fully restored, 
providing a long-term solution.

However, residents remain 
sceptical after months of de-
lays, saying they have repeat-
edly raised complaints with 
little visible progress on the 
ground.

Gunjur Club House Road crumbles into dust, craters

A vital 400-metre stretch 
in east Bengaluru has 

become a symbol of  civic 
apathy, disrupting 

commutes, businesses 
and daily life for 

thousands of  residents.

Residents say Gunjur Club House 
Road has been in a deplorable con-
dition for over two years, posing se-

rious health and safety risks. 
Stormwater drain work that began 

in January has remained incom-
plete, leaving behind open pits, cra-
ters and thick dust. During rains, the 
water-filled potholes become near-

ly invisible, increasing the danger 
for motorists and pedestrians. “This 

has become a daily struggle for 
schoolchildren, senior citizens, 

pregnant women and commuters. 
Despite repeated protests and com-

plaints, there has been little im-
provement,” said local resident 

Navdeep Singh.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Police have ar-
rested a second nanny in the 
alleged child abuse case at the 
Little Scholars daycare centre 
on the Capgemini campus in 
Brookefield, claiming that the 
woman who exposed the abuse 
had herself subjected children 
to ill-treatment.

Sujatha (45), who had re-
corded and shared videos pur-
portedly showing toddlers 
being abused inside the day-
care, has been remanded to 
14-day judicial custody and is 
lodged at the Bengaluru Cen-
tral Jail. She has been booked 
on char ges of allegedly as-
saulting chil dren, locking 
toddlers inside the daycare 
bathroom and recording vid-
eos of them in distress.

Her arrest follows that of 
55-year-old nanny Vijayal-
akshmi, who was earlier ac-
cused of physically abusing 
children at the facility.

The move has triggered de-
bate over the protection avail-
able to whistleblowers, with 
many questioning whether 

action against the woman who 
exposed the alleged abuse 
could discourage others from 
reporting wrongdoing in the 
future. However, police main-
tain that Sujatha was not ar-
rested for releasing the videos 
but for her alleged role in 
abusing children.

City Police Commissioner 
Seemanth Kumar Singh said 
the investigation revealed that 
Sujatha had frequent disputes 
with fellow nannies and her 
supervisor and allegedly re-
corded the videos to implicate 
her colleagues rather than to 
protect the children.

“While there is video evi-
dence of Vijayalakshmi lock-
ing a two-and-a-half-year- 
old child inside the bathroom, 
Sujatha also committed a  
similar act,” a police officer 
said.

The Commissioner ques-
tioned why Sujatha waited 
seven days after recording  
the videos on June 22 before 
handing them over to the 
Child Helpline on June 29 if 
the children’s welfare had 
been her primary concern. 

Whistleblower nanny arrested 
for allegedly abusing toddlers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has filed a 3,500-page 
chargesheet against serial 
hacker Srikrishna Ramesh 
alias Sriki, cryptocurrency 
trader Robin Khandelwal and 
businessman Sunish Hegde in 
a money-laundering case in-
volving cryptocurrency fraud, 
darknet operations and al-
leged cyberattacks on govern-
ment and private entities.

The prosecution complaint 
was submitted before a spe-
cial court under the Preven-
tion of Money-Laundering 
Act (PMLA) by Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor Madhu N. Rao. 
Besides the three main ac-
cused, the chargesheet also 
names a private company and 
two individuals for their al-
leged involvement in the of-
fence.

The ED had arrested the 
trio in May, and they remain 
in judicial custody at the Ben-
galuru Central Jail.

According to the investiga-
tion, Sriki allegedly exploited 
vulnerabilities in cryptocur-
rency exchanges, gaming 
platforms and corporate serv-

ers to siphon off digital assets. 
He is also accused of hacking 
the Karnataka government’s 
e-procurement portal and 
fraudulently diverting ₹11.5 
crore. Investigators further 
allege that he breached  
the systems of the Unocoin 
cryptocurrency exchange and 
several online poker plat-
forms.

The ED claimed business-
man Sunish Hegde financed 
Sriki’s lavish lifestyle and al-
legedly coerced him into car-
rying out cyberattacks. Hegde 
is also accused of orchestrat-
ing extortion schemes in 
which compromised gaming 
portals were forced to pay 
more than ₹2 crore in cash, 
casino chips and virtual as-
sets.

Robin Khandelwal alleged-
ly acted as the financial con-
duit, using multiple interna-
tional cryptocurrency plat-
forms to dispose of stolen digi 
tal assets and channel laun-
dered funds into accounts 
controlled by Sriki and his 
associates.

The investigation into the 
wider cryptocurrency laun-
dering network is continuing.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Avalahalli police have ar-
rested a 30-year-old man on 
charges of murdering his 
11-month-old daughter and 
allegedly attempting to pass 
off the death as an acciden-
tal fall from a bed. His 
wife, named as the second 
accused, remains abscond-
ing.

Police identified the ar-
rested accused as Shekar, 
while his wife, Vijayalaksh-
mi, is being searched for. 
The couple, originally from 
Yadgir district, married four 
years ago and have two 
children. According to in-
vestigators, the incident oc-
curred on June 9 during a 
domestic dispute at their 
residence. The couple later 
took the injured child, Re-
nuka, to a hospital, claim-
ing she had fallen from a 
bed while sleeping. Based 
on their statement, police 
initially registered a case of 
unnatural death.

However, the investiga-
tion took a different turn af-
ter the post-mortem report, 
received on June 22, con-
cluded that the infant had 
died due to severe bleeding 
and respiratory failure. Doc-
tors also found injuries on 
the child’s private parts and 
ruled out an accidental fall 
as the cause of death.

Police said a spot inspec-
tion conducted by PSI Sunil 
Kumar revealed that the 
injuries were inconsistent 
with a fall from a bed about 
two feet high. Statements 
from witnesses and neigh-
bours allegedly pointed to 
frequent quarrels between 
the couple over suspicions 
of an extramarital relation-
ship. Investigators alleged 
that during the altercation, 
Vijayalakshmi kicked the 
crying child, while Shekar 
later threw the infant out of 
the shed where the family 
lived. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has 
quashed criminal proceedings 
against a senior doctor ac-
cused of forging documents, 
observing that criminal law 
cannot be used as a tool to set-
tle personal scores or profes-
sional rivalries.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna 
passed the order while allow-
ing a petition filed by Dr. S.P. 
Somashekar, director of a pri-
vate hospital, who had sought 
the quashing of proceedings 
initiated on a complaint lodged 
by Dr. B.C. Shankar, head of 
another private hospital.

Dr. Shankar had accused Dr. 
Somashekar of forging his sig-

nature and creating a fake ex-
perience certificate after the 
latter left the hospital where he 
had worked for nearly two de-
cades and joined another pri-
vate institution in 2022.

Based on the complaint, po-
lice had registered a First In-
formation Report (FIR) against 
Dr. Somashekar. However, af-
ter investigating the allega-
tions, they filed a ‘B’ report, 
concluding that no evidence 
existed to substantiate the char 
ges. The jurisdictional magis-
trate rejected the closure re-
port, prompting Dr. So-
mashekar to approach the High 
Court. Allowing the petition, 
the High Court criticised the 
complaint and observed that 

the allegations failed to dis-
close the ingredients of any 
criminal offence. The court 
remarked that the case was a 
classic example of criminal law 
being invoked as a means of 
retaliation. It observed that friv-
olous complaints against medi-
cal professionals not only cause 
grave injustice but also create 
an atmosphere of fear that could 
affect the independent dischar 
ge of their professional duties. 
Justice Naga prasanna also held 
that the magistrate had erred in 
rejecting the police’s ‘B’ report 
without sufficient grounds. Con-
sequently, the court quashed the 
criminal proceedings against Dr. 
Somashe kar, bringing the case 
to an end.

ED files chargesheet 
against Sriki, two others  

in bitcoin laundering case

High Court quashes criminal case  
against doctor, slams misuse of law

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has refused to stay criminal 
proceedings against a school 
teacher accused of physically 
assaulting a six-year-old LKG 
student, observing that corpo-
ral punishment in schools 
cannot be justified as a means 

of discipline.
Justice M. Nagaprasanna 

passed the order while hear-
ing a petition filed by Asha 
Krasta, a teacher at Holy 
Family School in Surathkal, 
seeking to quash the proceed-
ings pending before the II Ad-
ditional JMFC Court in Man-
galuru.

During the hearing, the 
judge expressed strong disap-
proval of the alleged assault. 
When the petitioner’s counsel 
sought relief, the court re-
marked that teachers need not 
beat children to teach them 
lessons and made it clear that 
such conduct would not be 
tolerated.

High Court refuses to stay trial against 
teacher accused of beating LKG student

Father arrested 
for killing 

infant; mother 
absconding in 

Bengaluru
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Farmers urged to choose drought resistant crops
CHITRADURGA

 
The Agriculture Department 
has advised farmers in Chi-
tradurga district to select 
suitable crops and adopt 
drought management prac-
tices following forecasts of 
be low no rma l  r a in f a l l 
during the current monsoon 
season. Joint Agriculture 
Director B. Manjunath said 
the expected low rainfall is 
linked to the El Niño effect 
caused by rising surface 
temperatures in the Pacific 
Ocean. He urged farmers to 
plan cultivation carefully to 

reduce crop losses and pro-
tect their income during the 
season.

Manjunath said timely 
sowing, conserving soil 
mois ture  and  adopt ing 

drought management prac-
t ices  can help  farmers 
achieve better yields even 
under difficult weather con-
ditions. He advised farmers 
to sow crops only after re-
ceiving continuous rainfall 
of 10 to 20 millimetres for 
two or three days. Instead 
of growing crops that re-
quire more water, farmers 
were encouraged to culti-
vate drought resistant crops 
such as ragi, pigeon pea, 
foxtail millet, little millet 
and pearl millet. He also 
recommended wider spac-
ing  be tween  rows  and 

plants, intercropping meth-
ods and ridge cultivation to 
improve moisture conserva-
tion and reduce financial 
risks.

The department suggested 
soaking seeds in a calcium 
chloride solution before 
sowing to improve seed 
strength and drought toler-
ance. Farmers were also ad-
vised to use agricultural 
waste as mulch, apply more 
organic manure and carry 
out regular weed control to 
retain soil moisture. During 
dry spells, spraying urea, 
zinc sulphate or potassium 

nitrate solutions can help 
crops recover. The use of 
hydrogel was also recom-
mended to improve mois-
ture retention in the soil. 
Officials advised farmers to 
choose suitable crop variet-
ies such as GPU-28, GPU-
66 and KMR-316 for ragi, 
K-6 for  groundnut  and 
GRG-152 or TS-3-R for pi-
geon pea cultivation.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment further advised farm-
ers to shift to short duration 
crop varieties if the mon-
soon is delayed and consid-
er alternative crops if rain-

fall remains poor for a lon-
ger period. Where water is 
available, drip and sprinkler 
irrigation should be used to 
save water and improve 
productivity. Farmers were 
also encouraged to adopt 
integrated farming systems, 
obtain crop insurance and 
regularly follow advisories 
issued by the Agriculture 
Department, Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra and agricultural uni-
versities through newspa-
pers, television, radio and 
social media for t imely 
guidance throughout the 
season.

DROUGHT MANAGEMENT ADVICE

QUICK READ
Pre Matric Scholarship 
Applications Open for 

Minority Students

Minority grievance 
meeting scheduled in 

Chitradurga city

GTTC opens admissions 
for technical training 

courses

Madikeri
Online applications 

have been invited un-
der the Pre-Matric 

Scholarship Scheme 
for the 2026-27 aca-
demic year through 

the SSP portal. Eligible 
students from Muslim, 

Christian, Jain, Bud-
dhist, Sikh and Parsi 

minority communities 
studying in Classes 
One to Eight across 

Karnataka can apply. 
The scholarship aims 
to support students in 
continuing their edu-

cation. Applicants can 
complete the process 
online and seek guid-
ance from the District 
Minority Information 

Centre, Madikeri, or the 
Taluk Information Cen-

tre, Virajpet. 

Chitradurga
A public grievance 

meeting for the minor-
ity community will be 

held at Chitradurga 
City Hall on July 9 at 

noon under the chair-
manship of Karnataka 
State Minorities Com-
mission Chairman U. 
Nisar Ahmed. District 
Minority Welfare De-

partment officials said 
the meeting aims to 
hear public concerns 
and provide solutions 
to issues faced by mi-
nority citizens. People 

from minority commu-
nities are invited to at-

tend the program in 
large numbers and 

share their problems 
directly with officials. 

The event will help un-
derstand community 
needs and improve 

support services 
through proper discus-

sion and action. 

Haveri
Admissions have begun 
at the Government Tool 
and Die Training Centre, 

Hangal, for one-year 
Tool Room Machinist 

and two-year Tool and 
Die Technician courses. 
Students who passed 

or failed Class 10 are el-
igible to apply. The 

training includes Turner, 
Miller, Grinder, Fitter, 
CNC, CAD, CAM and 
Tool and Die Making 

skills. Experienced fac-
ulty and modern facili-
ties will provide practi-
cal learning. Officials 

said successful candi-
dates will receive 

placement support 
through campus inter-
views with leading in-
dustries. Applications 
will be accepted until 

July 18, and classes be-
gin on July 20. 

Bridge Man Girish Bharadwaj passes away At 76
Mechanical engineer Bharadwaj built low-cost suspension bridges through Ayashilpa Engineering 

Works, improving rural connectivity across multiple states
MANGALURU

 
Padma Shri award-winning 
engineer Dr. Girish Bharad-
waj, popularly known as the 
“Bridge Man of India” and 
“Sullia’s Visvesvaraya,” 
passed away on Tuesday at a 
hospital in Sullia. He was 76 
and had been undergoing 
treatment for heart-related ill-
ness before his condition be-
came serious.

Dr. Girish Bharadwaj dedi-
cated his life to improving 
rural connectivity by building 

more than 140 suspension 
bridges across India. His low-
cost and innovative bridge 
technology helped connect 

remote villages with roads 
and made daily travel easier 
for thousands of families. His 
work earned appreciation 
across the country for provid-
ing safe bridges in less time 
and with fewer resources.

A mechanical engineering 
graduate, Bharadwaj initially 
planned a career in the indus-
trial sector but later chose 
bridge construction to serve 
rural communities. Through 
his organisation, Ayashilpa 
Engineering Works, he built 
suspension bridges in Karna-

taka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh 
and other states. His bridges 
were completed much faster 
and at a much lower cost 
compared to traditional struc-
tures.

His 100th suspension 
bridge built at Mandekoli in 
Sullia received special recog-
nition, and villagers honoured 
him with the titles “Sullia’s 
Visvesvaraya” and “Sardar of 
Suspension Bridges.” The 
Government of India awarded 
him the Padma Shri in 2017 
for his exceptional contribu-

tion to technology and social 
service.

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar expressed grief over 
his death and remembered his 
remarkable contribution to 
rural development. Leaders 
and citizens mourned the loss 
of a rare technical expert 
whose work transformed the 
lives of many people. Dr. 
Bharadwaj’s bridges will con-
tinue to stand as a symbol of 
innovation, service and dedi-
cation to society for genera-
tions.

Lokayukta traps Panchayat 
officials in bribery case

SRINIVASPUR
 

Two officials of Yeldur Gram 
Panchayat in Kolar district 
were allegedly caught by the 
Karnataka Lokayukta Police 
while accepting a bribe of ₹5 
lakh to clear pending bills un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
Four officials have been 
booked in connection with the 
case, which has drawn wide-
spread attention in the district. 
The case has been registered 
at the Karnataka Lokayukta 
Police Station, Kolar, under 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1988, as amended in 
2018. Officials said the inves-
tigation is continuing and fur-
ther legal action will be taken 
based on the evidence collect-
ed during the operation.

According to the complaint, 
contractor Shivakumar had 
supplied materials for 32 
MGNREGA works carried 
out in Yeldur Gram Panchayat 
between 2024 and 2026 after 

receiving official work orders. 
Bills worth nearly ₹40 lakh 
were pending for payment. 
He alleged that panchayat of-
ficials demanded a commis-
sion of ₹9.15 lakh to release 
the bills. After receiving the 
complaint, the Lokayukta Po-
lice conducted a preliminary 
verification and planned a 
trap operation to verify the 
allegations before taking fur-
ther action.

The accused have been 
identified as Grade II Secre-
tary N. Shivashankar, Pancha-
yat Development Officer K.V. 
Narendra Babu, Junior Engi-
neer Gowthami and Data En-
try Operator Vasanth M. The 
trap operation was conducted 
under the supervision of Lo-
kayukta Superintendent of 
Police Anthony John J.K. and 
led by Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Sunil Kumar B., Po-
lice Inspector Renuka A.V. 
and other officers. During the 
operation at the complainant's 
residence in Yeldur village, 
officials allegedly caught N. 

Shivashankar and K.V. Naren-
dra Babu while accepting ₹5 
lakh as part of the alleged 
bribe. The remaining two of-
ficials have also been named 
in the case and are being 
questioned.Lokayukta officers 
seized the ₹5 lakh allegedly 
accepted during the operation 
along with documents and 
other material evidence con-
nected to the investigation. 
The accused were produced 
before the competent court, 
while the investigation con-
tinues to determine the full 
extent of the alleged corrup-
tion. Officials said strict ac-
tion will be taken based on 
the findings, reinforcing the 
government's commitment to 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in public administration.

Lokayukta officials 
trapped two Panchayat 
officers accepting ₹5 

lakh bribe in Yeldur, while 
two others were named 
and questioned in the 

case

Chitradurga students 
honoured for Olympiad 

achievements
CHITRADURGA

 
Certificates were distributed 
to government school stu-
dents who performed well in 
the online Olympiad exam-
ination at the Sri Kshetra 
Dharmasthala Rural Develop-
ment Project BC Trust office 
in Chitradurga. CSC Project 
Officer Vignesh D. Kamath 
said the Olympiad exam pro-
vides a strong foundation for 
students to face future com-
petitive examinations with 
confidence and develop better 
learning skills.

Speaking at the program, 
Kamath said the Olympiad 
examination is a national lev-
el competition conducted for 
students from Classes 3 to 12. 
He explained that the exam 
goes beyond regular school 
lessons and helps identify hid-
den talents among students. It 
also improves knowledge, 
logical thinking and prob-
lem-solving abilities, prepar-
ing students for higher level 

competitions in the future.
Chandrahas B., Field Plan-

ning Officer of Chitradurga 
Planning Office, said 1,550 
students from government 
and private schools across the 
taluk participated enthusiasti-
cally in the Olympiad exam-
ination organized by the Sri 
Kshetra Dharmasthala Rural 
Development Project BC 
Trust Chitradurga Planning 
Office CSC Seva Kendra. He 
said many students achieved 
good results by securing more 
than 80 percent marks. Certif-
icates were handed over to 
successful students during the 
event. Chitradurga Taluk 
Nodal Officer Shivaraj Naik, 
CSC Sevadars, students who 
appeared for the exam and 
their parents attended the pro-
gram. 

The event encouraged stu-
dents to continue improving 
their academic skills and pre-
pare for future challenges 
with confidence and determi-
nation.

Chikkaballapura NH44 crash leaves two dead
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
An APSRTC bus accident on 
National Highway 44 in 
Pailagurki area of Chikka-
ballapura taluk claimed the 
lives of the bus driver and one 
passenger on Monday mid-
night. The bus reportedly hit 
the rear side of a truck mov-
ing ahead, causing severe 
damage to the front portion of 
the vehicle. Police have regis-
tered a case and started an 
investigation.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Lakshan, a driver from 
the Kurnool APSRTC depot, 

and Umakant Rao, a resident 
of Kalyan Nagar in Bengalu-
ru. The bus was carrying 26 
passengers, and several trav-
ellers suffered injuries in the 
accident. The injured passen-
gers were shifted to Chikka-

ballapura District Hospital for 
treatment. The impact trapped 
the driver inside the cabin, 
and rescue teams used a crane 
to remove the body.

Peresandra police visited 
the accident spot and conduct-

ed preliminary investigations. 
The collision caused heavy 
traffic congestion on the Hy-
derabad-Bengaluru highway 
for some time. Officials said 
the exact reason behind the 
accident is not clear yet and 
will be confirmed after a de-
tailed investigation. Police 
have assured that necessary 
action will be taken based on 
the findings.

 The incident has created 
concern among passengers 
and road users, highlighting 
the need for careful driving 
and improved safety measures 
on busy highways.

FAMILY ATTACKED AFTER 
OVERTAKING DISPUTE ON 

EXPRESSWAY

MANDYA
 

A family travelling on the 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Express-
way was allegedly attacked 
by a group of men following 
an argument over overtaking 
near the Maddur flyover. 
The incident has raised con-
cerns among motorists about 
public safety on the busy 
highway. The entire incident 
was captured on the dash 
camera of a vehicle travel-
ling behind the family car.

According to reports , 
Sagar from Bengaluru was 
travelling from Mysuru to 
Bengaluru with his wife, 
children and mother. The 
trouble reportedly started 
when some men objected to 
his overtaking while he was 
driving on the service road 
near Srirangapatna.  Al-
though Sagar moved ahead, 
the group allegedly followed 

him in two vehicles. Near 
the Maddur flyover, they 
stopped his car and attacked 
him.

The attackers allegedly as-
saulted Sagar with a jack 
rod, causing injuries, while 
his wife and mother tried to 
protect him. During the inci-
dent, an eight year old child 
who requested the attackers 
to stop was also allegedly 
harmed.  Maddur police 
reached the spot after re-
ceiving information and res-
cued the family. Police have 
registered a serious case 
against the accused, and the 
injured are undergoing treat-
ment.  The incident has 
caused concern among citi-
zens, who have urged au-
thorities to take strict action 
against road violence and 
ensure safer travel condi-
tions on the expressway for 
all commuters.

DHO says public 
hospitals control 

remains intact
MANGALURU 

 
The District Health Officer 
has clarified that agreements 
with private organizations for 
Belthangady, Bantwal, Mood-
bidri and Vittal hospitals are 
aimed at improving health-
care services and not reducing 
government control over pub-
lic hospitals. The department 
said the move will bring spe-
cialist doctors, medical staff 
and advanced equipment clos-
er to rural patients free of 
cost.

The Health and Family 
Welfare Department ex-
plained that memorandums 
with reputed medical colleges 
will strengthen the public 
health system at the local lev-
el. Under these agreements, 
private institutions will only 
provide medical support, 
while management of govern-
ment hospitals will remain 
with the department. Officials 
said people can receive spe-
cialist treatment and diagnos-
tic facilities without travelling 
far or paying high private 
hospital fees.The officer not-
ed that similar partnerships at 
District Wenlock Hospital and 
Government Ladygoshan 
Hospital have improved ser-
vices through specialist care. 
The cath lab started recently 
at Wenlock Hospital has 
helped more than 1000 BPL 
patients receive free heart 
treatment. The model has also 
increased patient visits at Ul-
lal Health Center from 46 to 
around 400 or 500 daily after 
more facilities became avail-
able.Officials said the latest 
agreements for Bantwal, 
Moodbidri and Vittal Com-
munity Hospitals follow the 
success of existing collabora-
tions and are focused on de-
livering better healthcare to 
citizens. They added that 
these arrangements will help 
rural communities access 
quality services without extra 
expenses. 

Kodagu monsoon improves despite lower seasonal rainfall
MADIKERI

 
Kodagu district recorded an 
average rainfall of 57.20 mm 
during the 24 hours ending at 
8.30 am on Tuesday, com-
pared with 27.18 mm on the 
same day last year. Rainfall 
from January to date stands at 
571.09 mm, lower than 
1,598.66 mm recorded during 
the corresponding period last 
year. Madikeri taluk received 
76.63 mm, Virajpet recorded 
51.50 mm, Ponnampet regis-
tered the highest taluk aver-
age of 83.02 mm, Somwarpet 
received 55.25 mm, while 
Kushalnagar recorded 19.60 
mm.

Among major rainfall sta-
tions, Bhagamandala recorded 
the highest rainfall at 165 
mm, followed by Ponnampet 
with 125 mm, Hudikeri with 
89 mm, Shantalli with 83 
mm, Srimangala with 82 mm 
and Virajpet with 64 mm. 
Other stations also received 
steady rainfall, including Ma-
dikeri, Napoklu, Sampaje, 
Balele, Somwarpet, Shani-
varasante, Kodlipete, Kushal-
nagar and Suntikoppa. Offi-
cials said rainfall across the 
district has improved daily 
conditions, although cumula-
tive rainfall since January re-
mains lower than the figures 
recorded during the same pe-

riod last year.
The Harangi Reservoir wa-

ter level stood at 2,837.12 feet 
against its maximum capacity 
of 2,859 feet, while the level 
on the corresponding day last 
year was 2,853.25 feet. The 
reservoir received 11.60 mm 
rainfall, with an inflow of 
1,657 cusecs and an outflow 
of 180 cusecs. 

Welfare loan 
applications reopen 
for eligible families

MADIKERI
 

The Karnataka State Safai 
Karmachari Development 
Corporation has reopened ap-
plications for welfare loan 
schemes after receiving very 
few requests during the 2025-
26 financial year.

Eligible safai workers, 
manual scavengers, and their 
dependents can apply until 
July 30. Officials said the ini-
tiative aims to improve liveli-
hoods through financial assis-
tance and self-employment 
opportunities. 
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Monsoon rains revive majestic beauty of Jog Falls
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Continuous rainfall in the 
Malnad region has brought 
renewed life to the world-fa-
mous Jog Falls in Shivamog-
ga district, transforming the 
iconic waterfall into a spec-
tacular sight for visitors.

Shivamogga has been re-
ceiving widespread rainfall 
for the past four days, along 
with good showers in the 
Sharavathi valley region. The 
increased water flow has re-
vived Jog Falls, located in 
Sagar taluk, with water cas-
cading down in a magnificent 

white stream.
The waterfall is now flow-

ing strongly through all four 
major segments — Raja, 
Rani, Roarer, and Rocket — 
creating a breathtaking view. 

The increased flow has at-
tracted a large number of 
tourists who are arriving to 
witness the beauty of the falls 
during the monsoon season.

Visitors have been captivat-

ed by the scenic charm of Jog 
Falls as the heavy rains have 
enhanced its natural splen-
dour. The surrounding green-
ery of the Malnad region, 
combined with the roaring 
sound of the waterfall, has 
created an attractive environ-
ment for tourists.

Local tourism stakeholders 
have welcomed the revival of 
the falls, as the monsoon sea-
son brings increased visitor 
activity and provides a boost 
to the region’s tourism sector. 
Authorities have advised 
tourists to remain cautious 
while visiting waterfalls and 

river areas due to slippery 
surfaces and unpredictable 
water flow during heavy 
rains.

Jog Falls, one of India’s 
highest waterfalls, is a major 
tourist attraction in Karnataka 
and draws visitors from 
across the country, especially 
during the monsoon when the 
Sharavathi River flows with 
greater intensity.The rejuve-
nation of the waterfall has 
brought excitement among 
nature lovers and photogra-
phers, who are flocking to the 
location to capture the stun-
ning monsoon landscape. 

MALNAD RAINFALL MAGIC

QUICK READ
Soil health cards guide 

farmers towards 
farming

Salary issue hits 
government schools 

in taluks

MESCOM faces  
massive losses due to 

storms 

Gadag
Soil testing helps farm-
ers use fertilizers prop-

erly and protect soil 
health. The Agriculture 
Department is distrib-
uting Soil Health Cards 
to guide farmers about 
nutrient levels and fer-

tilizer needs. Experts 
said farmers should 

follow card recommen-
dations to improve 

crop production and 
maintain fertility. The 
cards explain organic 
carbon, major nutri-
ents, micronutrients 
and soil conditions. 

Farmers are encour-
aged to adopt crop ro-
tation, intercropping, 
organic farming and 

natural farming meth-
ods for better results. 
Balanced nutrient use 
can reduce costs and 
support quality har-

vests. 

Dharwad
salaries of government 

high schools in Anni-
geri and Alnavar taluks 

of Dharwad district 
have been delayed for 
three to four months 

due to pending annual 
link amendment for 

2026-27. The proposal 
with required docu-

ments was submitted 
to authorities for ap-

proval and immediate 
action. Staff requested 

quick resolution to 
clear salary payments 
under the School Edu-

cation Department. 
The matter was 

brought forward by 
Basavaraja S. Horatti 

seeking necessary 
steps from officials. 

Authorities were urged 
to approve the 

amendment soon and 
ensure regular salary 
payment for employ-

ees working in newly 
started taluks. 

Mangaluru
Heavy monsoon rains and 
strong winds have caused 
extensive damage to the 

electricity infrastructure un-
der the Mangalore Electrici-
ty Supply Company (MES-

COM) limits, resulting in 
losses estimated at ₹17.38 
crore between April 1 and 

July 5. The damage was re-
ported across Dakshina 
Kannada, Udupi, Shiva-

mogga, and Chikkamagalu-
ru districts due to relentless 
rainfall, falling trees, land-

slides, and gusty winds.
According to official data, 
11,867 electricity poles, 43 
transformers, and nearly 
330 kilometres of power 

lines have been damaged 
during the period. The ma-

jority of the damage oc-
curred when trees fell on 

electric poles and transmis-
sion lines, while landslides 

and storms further affected 
power infrastructure in sev-

eral areas.

Patil urges self reflection 
among Lingayat community

BENGALURU
 

Two-day 14th Sharan Sahitya 
Sammelana began in Bengal-
uru with a call for unity and 
self-reflection among Lin-
gayat community members. 
Senior leader and Minister M. 
B. Patil said the Veerashaiva 
Lingayat faith was originally 
based on equality and caste-
less values but has now faced 
divisions due to sub-caste 
identities. He made the re-
marks while inaugurating the 
two-day conference organised 
by All India Sharan Sahitya 
Parishad at Basaveshwara 
Sugnan Mantapa in Vi-
jayanagara.

Patil said Sharan literature 
and traditions have a strong 
foundation and recalled that 
Basavanna promoted dignity 
of labour and respect for ev-
ery profession centuries ago. 
He said the teachings of the 
Sharanas gave society a mes-

sage of equality and social 
responsibility. He added that 
internal divisions weakened 
the community and urged 
members to think about unity 
and preserve their cultural 
identity.The minister said 
some Lingayat groups identify 
themselves through sub-castes 
during census processes due 
to reservation concerns which 
affects population figures. He 
stated that giving separate re-
ligion recognition would not 

threaten other faiths and ex-
pressed disappointment over 
opposition to the demand. He 
appealed for awareness and 
said the community should 
remember the values of Basa-
vanna and Sharanas.

Conference president Go.R. 
Channabasappa demanded le-
gal recognition for Lingayat 
religion and requested inclu-
sion of Vachana literature in 
education curriculum. He also 
urged the government to es-

tablish Vachana University 
and honour Sharan leaders by 
naming public places after 
them. Spiritual leaders includ-
ing Shivaratri Deshikendra 
Swamiji and Siddalinga Swa-
miji attended the event along 
with other dignitaries.

The two-day conference 
concluded with discussions on 
social reform, literature and 
the importance of following 
Basavanna's principles in 
modern times. Speakers said 
equality and compassion re-
main essential for building a 
stronger society. They ap-
pealed to people to avoid divi-
sions and work together for 
collective progress. Organ-
isers said Sharan teachings 
continue to inspire genera-
tions through their message of 
justice and harmony. The 
gathering highlighted the need 
to preserve heritage while pro-
moting unity among commu-
nities across Karnataka. 

Patil said Sharan literature upholds strong traditions, recalling Basavanna’s 
centuries-old message of dignity of labour and respect for all professions

Puttur MLA reviews 
unresolved revenue 

department cases
PUTTUR

 
MLA Ashok Rai organized a 
meeting of revenue depart-
ment officials at his office on 
Monday to address the back-
log created by the four-month 
strike of surveyors in the Put-
tur assembly constituency. 
Many files had remained un-
resolved during that period, 
and the legislator used the 
gathering to review the situa-
tion and issue clear instruc-
tions for faster processing.

Approximately one thou-
sand Bagar Hukum rights title 
files continue to await dispos-
al. Officials at the meeting 
agreed to complete all conver-
sion cases and 11E accounts 
within forty-five days. They 
also committed to finishing 
the entire set of Bagar Hukum 
rights documents inside the 
next three months.

Except for three hundred 
and twelve files, every other 
floating file has already been 
transferred from the Tahsildar 
office to the Survey depart-
ment. The MLA directed that 
these files be handled in suc-
cessive stages. Floating appli-
cations will transfer automat-
ically to the Survey depart-
ment, after which each one 
will be taken up individually 
for disposal.

Residents had faced consid-
erable difficulty because of 
the strike. The legislator noted 
this hardship and pointed out 
that an order from the Reve-
nue Minister to the Survey 
department now allows file 
processing to proceed in a 
systematic and prompt man-
ner.

Fifteen government survey-
ors work in Puttur, while the 

rest are licensed surveyors. 
The licensed surveyors had 
placed a demand for higher 
pay before the MLA. He stat-
ed that this demand will be 
brought to the attention of the 
Revenue Minister so that ap-
propriate steps can be taken.

Additional licensed survey-
ors will be recruited to help 
clear the revenue department 
files throughout the constitu-
ency. The MLA further indi-
cated that pressure will be 
applied on the government to 
approve these extra appoint-
ments.

The public was urged to co-
operate fully when surveyors 
arrive to measure land during 
file processing. Residents 
should avoid sending survey-
ors back on minor pretexts, 
because joint effort from ev-
eryone will help speed up the 
overall disposal of files.

Applicants who have sub-
mitted floating applications 
were assured there is no rea-
son for concern. Their files 
will move automatically for 
disposal. Already eighty per-
cent of the files have shifted 
from the Tahsildar login to the 
Survey department. Cases that 
have remained pending for 
several years will also be re-
solved smoothly, the MLA 
confirmed.

 DDLR Pushparaj, the 
ADLR, surveyors, and li-
censed surveyors took part in 
the meeting.

: The MLA convened 
revenue officials after 
surveyors ended their 

four-month strike, setting 
firm deadlines for Bagar 

Hukum files and other 
pending cases.

Rising water levels disrupted daily life in the district, submerging eight 
low-level bridges in Chikkodi and affecting village connectivity

Maharashtra rains trigger massive 
water inflow into Karnataka

BELAGAVI
 

Heavy rainfall in the Western 
Ghats region of Maharashtra 
for the past six days has led to 
a sharp rise in water inflow 
into Karnataka, with around 
98,000 to one lakh cusecs of 
water entering the state 
through major rivers.

The Krishna River wit-
nessed an additional inflow of 
nearly 28,000 cusecs in a sin-
gle night, causing water levels 
to rise significantly across 
several rivers in Belagavi dis-
trict. The Krishna, Dudhgan-
ga, Vedganga, Hiranyakeshi, 
Ghataprabha, Malaprabha, 
and Markandeya rivers are 
flowing above danger levels 
due to continuous rainfall and 
increased inflow.

The rising water levels have 
affected normal life in several 
areas of the district. In Chik-
kodi subdivision, more than 
eight low-level bridges have 

been submerged, disrupting 
transportation between villag-
es. Bridges including Mullan-
ki-Dattawad, Karadaga-Bhoj, 
Akkol-Sidnal, Jatrat-Bhi-
vashi, Barawad-Kannur, and 
Bojwadi-Gajbarwadi have 
gone underwater due to the 
heavy flow.

As a result, connectivity to 
more than 16 villages has 
been affected, forcing resi-
dents and commuters to de-
pend on alternative routes. 
Authorities have advised peo-
ple living near riverbanks to 
remain alert and avoid enter-
ing flooded areas.

The rising level of the Dud-
hganga River has also caused 
floodwater to enter agricultur-
al fields along its banks. In 
Shiradwad village of Nipani 
taluk, standing crops includ-
ing maize, black gram, and 
soybean have been sub-
merged, causing significant 
losses to farmers.

Farmers who were waiting 
for rainfall to support their 
crops are now facing damage 
due to excessive water accu-
mulation. The sudden rise in 
river levels has created con-
cern among agricultural com-
munities in the affected re-
gions.

Officials are closely moni-
toring the flood situation and 
taking precautionary mea-
sures in vulnerable areas. 
With more rainfall expected 
in Maharashtra and neigh-
bouring regions, authorities 
have warned residents to stay 
cautious and follow safety in-
structions.

The continued heavy rains 
have brought both increased 
water availability and chal-
lenges, with rising river levels 
affecting infrastructure, trans-
portation,

 and farming activities 
across parts of Belagavi dis-
trict.

Delay in Anjanadri hundi 
announcement sparks doubts
KOPPAL

 
A press release issued four 
days after the hundi counting 
at the famous Anjanadri tem-
ple in Koppal district has 
raised questions among devo-
tees and local residents.

Anjanadri hill, located in 
Gangavathi taluk of Koppal 
district, is popularly believed 
to be the birthplace of Lord 
Hanuman and attracts thou-
sands of devotees from across 
the country. The hundi count-
ing of the Anjaneya temple 
was conducted on July 3, but 
the official details were re-
leased only four days later.

The delay in issuing the 
press statement by the taluk 
administration has created 
doubts among some sections 
of the public. Devotees have 
questioned why the details of 
the collection were not an-
nounced immediately after 
the counting process.

According to the informa-
tion released by the adminis-
tration, the previous hundi 
counting was held on March 
23. During the latest counting, 
donations collected over a pe-
riod of 94 days amounted to 
₹71,77,460.

Officials also stated that 
foreign currencies from Ne-
pal, the United States, Thai-
land, and Hong Kong were 
found among the offerings. 
The presence of foreign cur-
rency reflects the increasing 
number of devotees visiting 
the temple from different 
parts of the world.

The Anjanadri temple is 
one of the prominent religious 
destinations in the region and 
witnesses a continuous flow 
of pilgrims throughout the 
year. The hundi collections 
are counted under official su-
pervision to ensure transpar-
ency in temple administration.

However, the late release of 
the press note has led to de-
mands from devotees for 
timely disclosure of hundi 
counting details. They said 
that information related to 
temple collections should be 
made public without unneces-
sary delay to maintain trust 
and transparency.Authorities 
are expected to clarify the 
reason behind the delay in re-
leasing the announcement. 
Meanwhile, the issue has 
drawn attention among devo-
tees and local communities 
regarding the need for greater 
openness in temple-related 
financial matters.

Construction workers demand direct cash benefits instead kits
DHARWAD

 
The Karnataka State United 
Building Workers’ Union, 
affiliated with AIUTUC, 
staged a protest in front of 
the Dharwad Deputy Com-
missioner’s office demand-
ing immediate release of 
welfare funds and direct 
payment of benefits to con-
struction workers.

The protesters urged the 
government to stop distrib-
uting various kits in the 
name of welfare schemes 
and instead deposit the en-
tire amount directly into the 
bank accounts of registered 
construction workers. They 
alleged that lakhs of workers 
in Karnataka were being de-
nied their rightful benefits 
due to mismanagement and 

unnecessary delays.
Union members claimed 

that the Construction Work-
ers Welfare Board has failed 
to  proper ly  implement 
schemes related to health 
support, pensions, children’s 
education, and other essen-
tial needs of workers. They 
alleged that educational as-
sistance meant for workers’ 
children has been delayed 
for nearly two years due to 
claims of insufficient funds, 
forcing many students to 
discontinue their studies.

The protesters said several 
welfare applications have 
been approved, but the fi-
nancial assistance has not 
reached the beneficiaries’ 
accounts. They also objected 
to restrictions imposed on 
pension schemes and de-

manded a simpler process to 
ensure workers receive time-
ly benefits.

According to the union, 
instead of focusing on im-
portant welfare measures, 
the board has been spending 
funds on purchasing and dis-
tributing kits under different 
names. They alleged that 
such activities do not ad-
dress the actual needs of 
construction workers and 
demanded an immediate re-
view of the policy.

The union leaders de-
manded that the government 
stop the kit distribution pro-
gramme and transfer the 
funds directly to workers. 
They also urged authorities 
to clear pending educational 
grants for the last two years 
according to previous rates.

BJP protest highlights 
teacher shortage in Pavagad
PAVAGAD

 
The Taluk BJP organized a 
protest march and sit-in 
against the shortage of teach-
ers in government schools 
and alleged corruption in 
various departments. Party 
president Ashok D.R. led 
hundreds of workers, leaders 
and citizens from the town's 
observation post to the 
Tahsildar's office demanding 
immediate action from the 
government.

During the protest, Ashok 
sa id  many government 
schools in the taluk are fac-

ing teacher shortages, which 
are badly affecting students 
from rural and poor back-
grounds. He urged authorities 
to fill vacant posts quickly 
and appoint teachers to 
schools where classes are 
suffering due to lack of staff. 
He added that students 
should not lose educational 
opportunities because of ad-
ministrative delays.

The BJP leader also de-
manded a detailed inquiry 
into alleged corruption in the 
Fisheries Department and 
some gram panchayats of the 
taluk. 

MLA launches 
drainage and road 

development 
works in Central 

Ward
MANGALURU

 
MLA Vedavyasa Kamath led 
the ground-breaking ceremo-
ny for the remaining drainage 
work and the comprehensive 
development of Gaurimath 
Road.

The works are located be-
hind Mahamaya Temple in 
the 41st Central Ward within 
the limits of Mangaluru City 
Corporation. The project was 
taken up with a special grant 
of ₹60 lakh in response to the 
long-standing demand from 
local residents.

During the event the MLA 
stated that the work had been 
initiated to fulfil the persistent 
requests of the people in the 
area. 
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KOLKATA
 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari has an-
nounced a robust support 
package for the families im-
pacted by the tragic Taratala 
warehouse collapse. The June 
24 disaster, which saw a roof 
cave in on under-construction 
premises, claimed 16 lives 
and injured over 15 workers.

During a ceremony at the 
state secretariat, Nabanna, the 
Chief Minister provided es-
sential financial aid, handing 
over cheques of ₹10 lakh to 
each bereaved family and ₹1 
lakh to every injured survivor.
Adhikari has tasked senior 
officials, including KMC ad-
ministrator Smita Pandey.

IMPHAL
 

A massive manhunt is un-
derway across Manipur’s 
Ukhrul district following a 
d e a d l y  a m b u s h  t h a t 
claimed the lives of two 
Assam Rifles soldiers. 
Warrant Officer Balwant 
Singh and Havildar Chan-
dra Mohan Singh were 
killed when suspected mil-
itants attacked their vehi-
cle near the Nungshang 
Kong area.

Security forces have 
launched intense, coordi-
nated operations to track 

down the perpetrators. 
This violence follows re-
cent successes by the mili-
tary, which dismantled two 
major militant bunkers in 
the region just days ago.

While tensions remain 
high, security forces are 
working aggressively to 
restore order. Recent pa-
trols in Kangpokpi and 
Churachandpur led to the 
recovery of an IED, sever-
al mortar shells, and sig-
nificant ammunition. Fur-
thermore, authorities have 
successfully apprehended 
multiple militant cadres.

Authorities continue to 
urge calm, emphasizing 
that these operations are 
vital to preventing further 
violence and securing 
long-term peace in the 
troubled state.

Nitin Nabin outlines BJP roadmap for Jammu
JAMMU

 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) National Presi-
dent Nitin Nabin con-
cluded his two-day 
maiden visit to Jam-
mu, leaving behind a 
clear roadmap for his 
party’s future in the Union 
Territory. During his stay, Nabin 
held intensive discussions with 
top party leaders, including 
MPs, MLAs, and former legis-
lators, focusing on strengthen-
ing the party’s grip at the grass-
roots level.

The visit was marked by a se-

ries of high-stakes meetings, 
beginning with consulta-

tions with RSS function-
aries at Keshav Bha-
van. The momentum 
continued at the Triku-
ta Nagar headquarters, 

where Nabin chaired a 
State Core Group meeting 

and a large-scale conference to 
refine the party’s political strat-
egy.

“Our workers are directed to 
reach every citizen to highlight 
the progress brought by the cen-
tral government,” noted BJP 
leader R.S. Pathania following 
the two-hour strategy session. 

Addressing local political ten-
sions, Pathania dismissed ru-
mors of toppling the current 
administration. He emphasized 
that the BJP is prepared to act as 

a strong opposition, claiming 
the present government is strug-
gling to deliver on promises like 
employment. “The current gov-
ernment is failing.

BJP’S JAMMU BLUEPRINT

QUICK READ

Hidden marriage 
exposed in Lohagad 

murder case

Police seek remand
 for Ram temple 

thieves

Court rejects
 bail in 2020 riots

 case

PUNE
A shocking develop-
ment has emerged in 

the Lohagad Fort mur-
der investigation. 

Sources reveal that 
Siya Goyal, accused of 
killing her fiancé Ketan 
Agarwal, had secretly 
married her boyfriend, 

Chetan Chaudhary, 
months before her 

planned wedding. Au-
thorities believe this 
hidden marriage was 

the motive behind the 
tragic crime. Investiga-

tors suspect Goyal 
conspired to kill Agar-
wal to avoid calling off 

their arranged wed-
ding, which she feared 
would shame her fam-
ily. Police are now veri-
fying legal documents 
and digital evidence. 

Both suspects remain 
in custody as officers 

work to piece together 
this heartbreaking sto-

ry of deceit and vio-
lence.

AYODHYA
Ayodhya police have 
asked the local court 
for custody of three 
suspects tied to the 

massive Ram Temple 
donation theft. Investi-
gators aim to uncover 

how stolen funds were 
laundered. Earlier, au-

thorities seized over 49 
lakh rupees from the 

accused. This follows a 
disturbing report 

showing staff hiding 
cash in their clothing, 

captured on CCTV. The 
scandal caused major 
security failures, lead-
ing top officials to re-
sign. Police now hope 
that questioning the 
suspects will reveal 

where the remaining 
money is hidden. The 

temple trust is working 
to fix these security 

gaps and regain public 
trust completely.

NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court 
has officially rejected 
the bail plea of Athar 
Khan, an accused in 
the 2020 Delhi riots 

conspiracy case. The 
court ruled that there 

is strong evidence 
against him and ex-

pressed concerns that 
he might flee or influ-
ence key witnesses if 

released. Judges noted 
that WhatsApp chats 
suggest he was an ac-
tive participant in the 
dangerous plot. While 
his lawyers argued he 
only planned peaceful 

protests, the court 
found his involvement 
significant. Khan will 
remain in custody as 
the legal proceedings 
continue regarding his 
alleged role in the vio-

lence.

Legal scrutiny intensifies over 
Banerjee’s voice samples

The Calcutta High Court has urged Abhishek Banerjee to provide voice 
samples amid an ongoing investigation into allegations

KOLKATA
 

Legal trouble is growing for 
Trinamool Congress leader 
Abhishek Banerjee. The Cal-
cutta High Court asked why 
the Diamond Harbour MP is 
refusing to give voice samples 
for an ongoing investigation.

The Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) wants 
these samples to check a vid-
eo from the recent West Ben-
gal assembly elections. In 
that video, the leader al-
legedly made violent threats 

against a top Union minister 
during a rally. The CID 
needs to confirm if the voice 
in the recording belongs to 
him to move forward with 
the case.

Banerjee was ordered by a 
local court to provide his 
voice samples in front of a 
judge and experts. To avoid 
this, his lawyers asked the 
High Court for an urgent 
hearing to stop the process. 
However, Justice Sougata 
Bhattacharya refused to hold 
an emergency session.

The judge pointed out that 
the leader already has protec-
tion from arrest until July 31. 
Because of this safety, the 
court wondered why he will 
not simply help the investi-

gators. Even though Baner-
jee’s team argued that he al-
ready admitted the voice was 
his, the court did not find this 
reason enough to stop the 
testing.Government lawyers 
argued that the testing is a 
must to complete the legal 
process. They reminded ev-
eryone that his protection 
depends on him fully helping 
the police. 

The court agreed, telling 
the leader to cooperate. The 
next hearing for his request 
is now set for July 10.

Refreshing rainfall 
brings relief to 

scorching Delhi
NEW DELHI

 
Residents across Delhi and 
the National Capital Region 
finally breathed a sigh of re-
lief as a refreshing spell of 
rain and thunderstorms swept 
through the city. After endur-
ing days of stifling heat and 
uncomfortable humidity, the 
sudden change in weather felt 
like a true blessing for those 
braving the summer sun.

The city recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 30 de-
grees Celsius, which was 
slightly higher than usual for 
this time of year. With humid-
ity levels hitting 79 percent, 
the heat felt much more in-
tense than the thermometer 
suggested. By 8:30 a.m., it 
felt like a scorching 44.7 de-
grees Celsius, making the 
morning commute quite a 
challenge for many.

However, the mood shifted 
by the afternoon as dark 
clouds gathered, bringing the 
cool showers everyone had 
been waiting for. The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has issued a "Yellow 
Alert," predicting more light 
to moderate rainfall over the 
coming days. It is not just 
Delhi, neighbouring areas in 
Haryana such as Rohtak and 
Sonipat, and parts of western 
Uttar Pradesh are also expect-

ed to see similar weather.
Meteorologists explain that 

favourable monsoon condi-
tions are currently influencing 
North India. Moisture-filled 
winds blowing in from the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of 
Bengal are helping to form 
clouds, which should keep 
temperatures more manage-
able through July 9. Along 
with the cooling effect, the 
city’s air quality remained in 
the "moderate" category, with 
an Air Quality Index of 110, 
which is good news for those 
concerned about breathing 
easier.

While the heat has been re-
lentless lately, these intermit-
tent monsoon showers are 
providing the comfort resi-
dents desperately needed. For 
now, it seems the people of 
Delhi-NCR can tuck away 
their umbrellas only briefly, 
as the weather department ex-
pects this pleasant, rainy pat-
tern to continue, helping ev-
eryone beat the summer blues 
for a little while longer.

Delhi-NCR residents find 
relief  from scorching 

heat as monsoon 
showers arrive, with the 

IMD issuing a yellow alert 
for continued rain 
through early July

A massive security manhunt is underway in Manipur after a deadly militant 
ambush claimed two Assam Rifles soldiers

MILITARY LAUNCHES MANHUNT FOR 
MANIPUR’S MILITANT ATTACKERS

Key Updates on the On-
going Security Operation

n The Ambush: Targeted 
strike on an Assam Rifles 
vehicle along the busy 
Imphal-Dimapur highway

n The Response: Joint 
state and central teams 
are conducting high-stakes 
area domination exercises.

n NSCN-IM Stance: The 
group has officially denied 
any involvement, citing 
their ongoing commitment 
to the central government’s 
ceasefire agreement.

Government Support 
Package Overview

n Financial Aid: ₹10 lakh 
for next of kin; ₹1 lakh for 
the injured.
n Medical Care: Fully 
funded, free treatment and 
medicines until complete 
recovery.

n Employment: Govern-
ment efforts to hire one 
family member per house-
hold based on qualifica-
tions.

n Education: The state will 
fully cover the schooling 
expenses for the victims’ 
children.

Safety Measures

n Checkpoints: Over 113 
nakas now monitor move-
ment across hill and valley 
districts.

n Logistics: Armed escorts 
are protecting essential 
supply trucks along the 
critical NH-37 lifeline.

Core Directives for Party Workers
n Door-to-Door Connectivity: Workers are tasked with meeting 
every beneficiary of national flagship schemes.

n Awareness Drives: Clearly communicating how central gov-
ernment initiatives, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, are 
fueling local growth.

n Youth Engagement: Through the “Yuva Samwad” session, 
Nabin urged young cadres to spearhead outreach efforts, en-
suring the party remains relevant to the next generation.

Biswas examined over Messi 
event management charges

KOLKATA
 

Former West Bengal minister 
Aroop Biswas appeared before 
the police recently for ques-
tioning. This follows an ongo-
ing investigation into allega-
tions of mismanagement during 
Lionel Messi’s high-profile 
"GOAT India Tour" event held 
in Kolkata last year.

Accompanied by his lawyer, 
the Trinamool Congress leader 
arrived at the Bidhannagar 

South Police Station in the 
morning. This marks his sec-
ond visit to investigators, fol-
lowing an earlier appearance 
on June 18. Previously, Biswas 
had missed several police sum-
mons before finally agreeing to 
cooperate after receiving inter-
im legal protection from the 
Calcutta High Court.

The case began after an FIR 
was filed by the event’s lead 
organizer, Satadru Dutta. Dutta 
has accused the former minister 

of being a primary figure be-
hind the security failures and 
organizational chaos that erupt-
ed at the Salt Lake stadium on 
December 13.

According to the complaint, 
roughly 70,000 tickets were 
printed for the football star's 
visit. Dutta claims that Biswas 
used his political influence to 
secure about 22,000 of those 
tickets, which were allegedly 
sold or distributed to his asso-
ciates. 

Assam launches new 
foreign language training 

initiative
GUWAHATI

 
Assam is taking a bold leap 
toward the global job market. 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma has officially launched 
the state’s flagship "CM-
FLIGHT" programme, a vi-
sionary initiative designed to 
equip local youth with the es-
sential skills needed to secure 
high-quality employment in 
foreign countries.

During an interaction with 
the inaugural batch of partici-
pants, the Chief Minister high-
lighted that the state’s demo-
graphic strength, combined 
with the rising international 
demand for skilled labour, of-

fers a unique opportunity for 
Assam’s younger generation.

"It was truly satisfying for 
me to see how this programme 
is helping their aspirations find 
a place on the global arena," 
the Chief Minister shared, ex-
pressing pride in the first 
group of over 50 students.

The initiative serves as a 
core part of the state’s strategy 
to create a pool of globally 
competitive professionals. By 
focusing on both technical 
skills and linguistic abilities, 
the government aims to ensure 
that Assam’s youth are not just 
job seekers but are highly 
sought-after candidates in the 
international arena.

CM Adhikari announces 
relief for warehouse victims

Women-led 
farmers export 

premium 
mangoes to Dubai

NEW DELHI
 

In a major boost for rural en-
terprise, two metric tonnes of 
premium Amrapali mangoes 
from Jharkhand’s tribal re-
gions have officially landed in 
Dubai. Facilitated by the Ag-
ricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development 
Authority (APEDA), this 
shipment marks a historic 
achievement for women-led 
farmer collectives.

The consignment, destined 
for Lulu stores in Dubai, rep-
resents more than just a suc-
cessful trade deal, it is a testa-
ment to the growing success 
of women in agriculture. The 
mangoes were sourced from 
three Farmer Producer Com-
panies (FPCs) supported by 
the Jharkhand State Liveli-
hood Promotion Society.

"This export reflects our 
sustained efforts to develop 
export-ready collectives 
through capacity building and 
quality enhancement," an of-
ficial statement noted.

To ensure these products 
met global standards, APEDA 
conducted extensive training 
programs in districts like 
Gumla and Deoghar. These 
sessions educated farmers on 
international quality require-
ments, post-harvest handling, 
and export procedures. By 
equipping these entrepreneurs 
with the necessary knowl-
edge, the authorities have 
paved the way for local goods 
to compete in premium over-
seas markets.

This successful venture 
highlights the untapped po-
tential of tribal regions. By 
connecting remote orchards 
directly to international retail-
ers, the government is not 
only boosting foreign ex-
change but also ensuring that 
the financial rewards reach 
the grassroots level. As these 
women continue to break into 
global trade, the project 
serves as a model for how fo-
cused support and market ac-
cess can turn small-scale 
farming into a thriving, 
world-class business venture.

Mayawati 
demands proof 

over temple 
donation scandal
LUCKNOW

 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
chief Mayawati has broken 
her silence on the growing 
controversy surrounding al-
leged donation embezzlement 
at the Ayodhya Ram Temple 
and Uttarakhand’s Badrinath 
Dham. She urged state gov-
ernments to prioritize these 
investigations, warning that 
such massive irregularities 
could only happen if temple 
managers were either negli-
gent or complicit in the 
wrongdoing.

In a direct message posted 
on social media, Mayawati 
called for a thorough probe 
into the top management of 
these prestigious religious 
sites. She cautioned that with-
out accountability at the high-
est levels, any future officials 
might simply use the current 
situation as a cover for their 
own misconduct. According to 
the BSP leader, the govern-
ment and the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) must re-
main vigilant to ensure no one 
involved in the theft escapes 
justice.

However, Mayawati also 
leveled sharp criticism at Op-
position parties, including the 
Samajwadi Party, Congress, 
and the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP). 

She challenged these groups 
to provide "solid evidence" 
for their claims of large-scale 
corruption. She argued that if 
these parties fail to present 
proof, their aggressive stance 
should be viewed merely as 
"political posturing" rather 
than genuine concern for the 
sanctity of the temples.
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BJP demands CBI 
probe in Jamshedpur 

murder

Maharashtra 
mandates domicile for 

bike taxi permits

Court delays verdict
 in Ankit Sharma 

murder

JAMSHEDPUR
The murder of Karni 

Sena leader Himanshu 
Singh has sparked a 
major political row, 

with the BJP now de-
manding a CBI investi-
gation. Party leaders, 
including state presi-

dent Aditya Sahu, for-
mally submitted a 

memorandum to the 
Governor, accusing the 
police of attempting to 
divert the investigation 
and framing BJP leader 
Niraj Singh. Niraj Singh, 

who owns the bar 
where the incident be-
gan, was recently ar-

rested, a move the BJP 
calls a conspiracy. 

Himanshu’s father has 
also expressed distrust 
in local police, citing the 

fatal attack occurred 
while officers were 

present, and intends to 
petition the High Court.

MUMBAI
The Maharashtra gov-

ernment has an-
nounced that a state 

domicile certificate will 
be mandatory for all 

bike-taxi permits start-
ing August 1. Transport 

Minister Pratap Sar-
naik introduced this 

policy in the Assembly 
to curb the rise of un-
authorized operators 

and enhance commut-
er safety, especially for 
women and students. 
Officials estimate that 

over 400,000 bike 
taxis are currently op-
erating illegally in the 
state. By linking per-

mits to local residency, 
the government aims 

to ensure proper back-
ground verification, 

create a reliable record 
for every driver, and re-
serve these transport 
opportunities for local 
youth as they move to 
formalize the sector.

NEW DELHI
A Delhi court has offi-

cially postponed its ver-
dict in the 2020 murder 
case of Intelligence Bu-
reau officer Ankit Shar-
ma. The decision now 
moves to July 13. The 
case involves former 
AAP Councillor Tahir 

Hussain and ten others 
accused of the officer’s 
brutal killing during the 
North-East Delhi riots. 
Prosecutors allege the 
group conspired to in-

cite violence, leading to 
Sharma being thrown 
into a drain. The court 

previously framed 
charges for murder and 
rioting against the ac-

cused. The victim’s 
family continues to wait 

for justice as this 
high-profile trial un-

folds.
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Jamia Millia excels in 
2026 education rankings
NEW DELHI

 
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) has 
earned major recognition in the latest 
2026 university rankings. The univer-
sity’s Department of Tourism and 
Hospitality Management has been 
ranked first in the country within the 
"Best Value-for-Money Hotel Man-
agement Colleges" category.

In addition to this top honor, the 
department secured the third position 
nationally among the "Best Emerging 
Hotel Management Colleges." The 
university’s Faculty of Architecture 
and Ekistics also saw success, retain-
ing its spot as one of India's premier 
institutions by achieving the fifth rank 
in the Architecture category.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Mazhar Asif 
and Registrar Md. Mahtab Alam Rizvi 
expressed great pride in these results. 
They noted that these rankings reflect 
the university's ongoing focus on qual-
ity education, industry-oriented learn-
ing, and student development. They 
praised the faculty, students, and staff 
for their hard work and thanked the 

Internal Quality Assurance Cell 
(IQAC) for its role in achieving these 
benchmarks.

The rankings evaluated institutions 
based on several key metrics, includ-
ing academic excellence, research out-
put, campus infrastructure, industry 
collaborations, and career placement 
success. These achievements follow a 
productive year for the university, 
which has continued to strengthen its 
national and international reputation.

University officials remain confi-
dent that both the tourism and archi-
tecture departments will continue to 
reach new milestones, reinforcing 
JMI’s status as a leading institution 
for professional higher education in 
India.

Maharashtra CM orders 
probe into RTO corruption
MUMBAI

 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis announced a high-level 
inquiry to crack down on widespread 
corruption and tax evasion within the 
state’s Regional Transport Office 
(RTO). The decision follows growing 
concerns raised in the Legislative As-
sembly regarding financial irregular-
ities that have plagued the department 
for some time.

During the session, Transport Min-
ister Pratap Sarnaik highlighted a 
common and costly loophole - own-
ers of luxury vehicles are frequently 
registering their cars in distant re-
gions like Puducherry or Daman and 
Diu to avoid local taxes, despite liv-
ing in Maharashtra and financing 
their purchases through state banks. 
To put an end to this, the government 
is introducing a rigorous new verifi-
cation system. This will require own-
ers to provide solid proof of resi-
dence, GST documentation, and ver-
ified bank loan records before any 
vehicle registration is approved.

To ensure accountabili ty,  a 
three-member Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) has been established to 
probe the specific complaints and 
video evidence of malpractice. Led 
by senior IPS officer Priyanka Na-
ranaware, the committee also in-
cludes Additional Transport Commis-
sioner Ravi Gaikwad and Vigilance 

Officer Mandar Javale. They have 
been given a strict one-month dead-
line to submit their final findings.

In a separate but related crackdown 
on corruption, Tribal Development 
Minister Ashok Uike reported the 
suspension of a high-ranking official 
within the Tribal Development De-
partment. The officer, a Class-1 Dep-
uty Director, was caught red-handed 
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) while accepting a massive 
bribe of Rs 2,500,000. The official 
had allegedly demanded the money to 
clear files related to Scheduled Tribe 
students. Following the arrest, the 
government has moved to file a for-
mal chargesheet and will also review 
all past caste verification certificates 
issued by the accused to ensure no 
other fraudulent activities took place.

These actions signal a firm com-
mitment from the state government to 
cleanse public departments of mis-
conduct. By launching these indepen-
dent investigations, officials hope to 
restore public faith and ensure that 
tax and welfare systems operate with 
full transparency.

Maharashtra initiates a high-
level crackdown on RTO tax 

evasion and corruption, 
launching an SIT investigation 

alongside the arrest of  a senior 
official for bribery.

Wadettiwar alleges forced ‘smart meter’ installation
MUMBAI

 
In a fiery session at the Legislative 
Assembly, Congress Legislative Par-
ty Leader Vijay Wadettiwar launched 
a sweeping critique of the state gov-
ernment, demanding accountability 
for a series of alleged scams and ad-
ministrative failures. From electricity 
billing woes to major land disputes, 
the opposition leader left no stone 
unturned in his demands for justice.

Wadettiwar led the charge against 
the government’s rollout of smart 

electricity meters. While officials 
have publicly stated the installation 
is optional, Wadettiwar alleged that 
citizens are being forced to accept 
them, leading to a surge in reports of 
inflated bills reaching lakhs of ru-
pees. He urged the government to 
halt this practice immediately to pro-
vide relief to the common man.

The Congress leader also high-
lighted a heartbreaking case involv-
ing a student studying at the Univer-
sity of Sydney. Despite being prom-
ised a government scholarship, the 

student has not received his tuition or 
living allowance, pushing him to a 
state of severe mental distress and 
even a suicide attempt. Wadettiwar 
insisted that the government release 
these funds immediately to save the 
student's academic future.

Beyond personal grievances, the 
assembly session touched on massive 
financial concerns. Wadettiwar ques-
tioned the mysterious disappearance 
of Rs 4,000 crore from the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation’s 
(BMC) fixed deposits. 

Essential maintenance 
planned for Saraighat Bridge

GUWAHATI
 

The historic old Saraighat Bridge, 
an iconic landmark spanning the 
Brahmaputra River, is set to under-
go a critical two-month mainte-
nance period. Starting July 16 and 
lasting through September 15, the 
district administration has ordered a 
complete ban on heavy vehicles to 
allow for essential structural 
strengthening of the six-decade-old 
bridge.

Kamrup (Metro) District Com-
missioner Sumit Sattawan con-
firmed that the decision was based 
on expert technical recommenda-
tions. With the bridge serving as a 
vital connection for over fifty years, 
regular upkeep is mandatory to 
maintain safety standards and ex-
tend its operational lifespan.

Under the new traffic restrictions, 
trucks, multi-axle vehicles, and oth-
er heavy commercial transports will 
be strictly prohibited from crossing 
the old bridge during the repair 
phase. Authorities have directed all 
such operators to utilize the adjacent 
four-lane new Saraighat Bridge in-
stead. To prevent traffic bottlenecks, 
local police and transport depart-
ments have been mobilized to man-
age the flow and ensure that move-
ment between the two banks re-
mains as smooth as possible.

Despite these changes, life will 
largely continue as usual for most 
commuters .  Passenger cars , 
two-wheelers, and emergency ser-
vice vehicles are permitted to use 
the old bridge as they have in the 
past, provided they adhere to exist-
ing traffic guidelines.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS
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In a major political develop-
ment, Kazakhstan’s constitu-
tional court has ruled that 
President Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev is eligible to seek an-
other term. The decision fol-
lows the adoption of a new 
constitution that took effect 
last week, effectively "reset-
ting the clock" on presidential 
term limits.

President Tokayev, who 
originally assumed office in 
2019, had previously been re-
stricted to a single seven-year 
term starting from his 2022 

mandate. By seeking the 
court’s opinion, he has secured 
legal standing to bypass previ-
ous limitations.

Tokayev rose to power as the 
succes so r  t o  Nursu l t an 
Nazarbayev but solidified his 
own authority following the 
2022 unrest, which he charac-

terized as an attempted coup. 
Since then, he has aggressively 
pursued constitutional reforms 
to consolidate his leadership.

While the ruling provides a 
clear path for Tokayev to ex-
tend his tenure, it has sparked 
significant discussion regard-
ing the future of governance in 
the mineral-rich nation. 

As Kazakhstan prepares for 
August elections, the focus re-
mains on whether these sys-
temic changes will stabilize 
the political landscape or 
prompt further shifts in the 
Central Asian state’s power 
structure.

CHISINAU
 

Moldovan President Maia 
Sandu has appointed Deputy 
Prime Minister Eugeniu Os-
mochescu as acting prime 
minister, following the sur-
prise resignation of Alexandru 
Munteanu. Munteanu stepped 
down unexpectedly, citing an 
inability to perform his duties 
in accordance with his per-
sonal convictions.

Osmochescu, who currently 
serves as the Minister of Eco-
nomic Development and Dig-
italization, brings a wealth of 
international financial experi-
ence to the interim role. Be-
fore joining the government, 
he was a key figure at the In-
ternational Finance Corpora-

tion, the private sector invest-
ment arm of the World Bank.

The current government 
will continue to function in an 
interim capacity until the par-
liament officially appoints a 
new administration. President 
Sandu’s pro-European Party 
of Action and Solidarity 
(PAS) maintains a strong ma-
jority in the 101-seat parlia-
ment, ensuring stability 
during this transitional period.

Osmochescu is expected to 
chair his first cabinet meeting 
soon. As Moldova continues 
to navigate its pro-European 
trajectory following PAS’s 
decisive election victory, the 
focus remains on maintaining 
economic momentum and ad-
dressing the policy challenges 

that led to the recent leader-
ship shake-up. 

QUICK READ
Sara Duterte defiant 
during Impeachment 

Trial

Meloni ignores 
Trump’s latest public 

attack

MANILA
Philippine Vice Presi-
dent Sara Duterte re-
mained defiant as her 
impeachment trial en-

tered its second day. 
Prosecutors presented 

alarming video evi-
dence where Duterte 
allegedly threatened 
the lives of President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., 
the First Lady, and a 
former Speaker. De-

spite these serious ac-
cusations, including 
claims of corruption 
and misuse of public 
funds, Duterte main-
tains her innocence, 

labeling the proceed-
ings as politically moti-

vated. While she 
skipped the hearing, 

her legal team contin-
ues to fight the case. A 

conviction would re-
quire 16 senate votes, 

a result that would sig-
nificantly reshape the 

political landscape be-
fore the 2028 presi-

dential race.

ROME
Italian Prime Minister 

Giorgia Meloni is choosing 
to avoid a political fight 

after U.S. President Don-
ald Trump renewed their 
personal feud. Trump re-

cently mocked Meloni, 
straining their previously 

close relationship. Despite 
these public provoca-
tions, Italian ministers 

confirmed they will not 
respond.

NATO announces massive arms deals
ANKARA

 
Ahead of a pivotal summit with 
U.S. President Donald Trump, 
NATO leaders have unveiled a 
series of defence deals worth 
tens of billions of dollars. The 
move is a strategic signal to 
Washington that European al-
lies are finally accelerating 
their defence spending and mil-
i tary  product ion to  meet 
long-standing demands for 
greater autonomy.

At a defence forum in Anka-
ra, Secretary General Mark 
Rutte called for an industrial 
“revolution,” urging European 

nations to move beyond frag-
mented production and bureau-
cratic hurdles.

The summit also marks a po-
tential thaw in U.S.-Turkey re-
lations, with sources suggest-
ing President Trump may allow 
Turkey to rejoin the F-35 
stealth fighter program. This 
comes as Trump arrives to 
meet Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan, following intense 
friction regarding NATO’s sup-
port in the U.S.-Iran conflict.

Amid fears that the U.S. 
might reduce its European 
footprint, NATO allies in-
creased their 2025 defense 

spending by $90 billion, reach-
ing a total of $570 billion. With 
Russia’s ongoing aggression in 
Ukraine and threats from other 
global powers, NATO is under 
pressure to prove that its col-
lective defense is more than 
just a reliance on American 
military might.

NATO’S MULTI-BILLION BET

IN THE COURT OF THE HONORABLE 
SUBORDINATE JUDGE, PALACODE

O.S. NO: 58/2024
Plaintiff:

Mathiyalagan S/o. Velayutha Mudaliyar,
Mallupatti Village and Post,
Palacode Taluk,
Dharmapuri District.

// Versus //
D2) Kala, W/o. Palanivel,  
D.No.20, 3rd Cross Street, 
Vidyaranyapuram Main Road,
Dottabommasandra, 
Bangalore District, Karnataka State.
D3) Vimala, W/o. Jayaraman, 
D.No.7, 12th Main Road, Pathappa 
Garden, Bangalore District, Karnataka 
State.
D6) Amutha, W/o. Soundaraj, 
D.No.38, 8th Main Road, Gokul Muthaah 
Nagar, Pathappa Garden, Bangalore 
District, Karnataka State.

... Defendants 2, 3 & 6

NOTICE
The Plaintiff has filed the above suit for 
Partition and to declare the fraudulent 
documents of Defendants as null 
and void. The above case is posted 
on 31.07.2026 for your appearance. 
On that day, Defendants 2, 3 & 6 are 
directed to appear either personally or 
through your counsel, filing objection if 
any. Failing which, the above case will 
be decided on merits in your absence.

N. MUTHAMIL, B.A., B.L.,
P. ARASU, B.A., LL.B.,

Advocates,
HIG 28, TNHB, Erranahalli Post, 

Palacode Taluk, Dharmapuri Dt. 636 808
Cell No: 9751816245

7708281220

I, FAROOQ SIKANDAR S/o 
Abdul Jaleel, residing at No 

11, 2nd Main, 6th Cross, 
Someshwara Nagar, 1st Block, 
Jayanagar, Bengaluru-560011, 

have changed my name to 
MOHAMMED SIKANDAR, vide 

affidavit dated: 03.07.2026, 
before Notary MEER HASSAN, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ATHAULLA SHARIFF , 
S/o, Samiulla Shariff Khawaja 

Mohiddin, Resident of  No 
55,8th Cross Ramdas Layout 
K P Agrahara Bengaluru Dist 
560023, have changed my 

name to ATHAULLA SHARIFF 
KHAWAJA SAMIULLA , vide 

affidavit dated: 07.07.2026 before 
notary B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA 

RAO, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SAYYED RAMIZA FATAMA 
ABDUL REHMAN , W/o, Athaulla 

Shariff Khawaja Samiulla, 
Resident of  No 55,8th Cross 
Ramdas Layout K P Agrahara 

Bengaluru Dist 560023, 
have changed my name to 

RAMIZA , vide affidavit dated: 
07.07.2026 before notary B.A. 
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, SYED MUBIN PASHA , 

S/o, Syed Mumtaz, Resident 
of  Canal Street Saligrama 

Post K R Nagar Talluk Mysuru 
Dist 571604, have changed 

my name to SYED MUBEEN 
PASHA , vide affidavit dated: 
07.07.2026 before notary B.A. 
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUL HAMEED, Resident 
of No.104, 4th Floor, 7th Cross, 

Pottery Town Extension, Bension 
Town, Bengaluru-560046, have 
changed my father name from 

NOOR AHMED SYED HAMEED 
to NOOR AHMED, vide affidavit 
dated: 07.07.2026 before notary 

G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SNEHA VENKATARAM W/o VIKRAM 
HOSAMANI aged 59 years, residing 
at Tower 2 , Flat Number 603, L& T 
Raintree Boulevard, Sahakar Nagar, 

Bengaluru-560092, do hereby declare 
that I have changed my name from 

SNEHA TO SNEHA VENKATARAM, 
henceforth, and I shall be known and 
called as SNEHA VENKATARAM, for 
all purposes, vide affidavit dated 06TH 
JULY 2026, sworn before Advocate and 
Notary R VISHWANATH at Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I hitherto known as MUSKAN 
D OSWAL D/o DINESH 

OSWAL P, R/o No 9 3RD, 
FLOOR, SOWRASHTRA PET, 

CHICKPET, BENGALURU, 
KARNATAKA - 560053, have 
changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as REETI 
JAIN.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHAFI AHMED 
CHITRADURGA, Resident of 
No.9/84 F-301, 3rd Floor, 2nd 
Cross RBI Colony, Jayanagar 
3rd Block, Bengaluru-560011, 
have changed my name to C. 
SHAFI AHMED, vide affidavit 

dated: 07.07.2026 before 
notary G. DAYANANDA, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, RESHMA KHANUM, 
Resident of No.58/2, 8th B 

Main, New Gurappana Palya, 
Bengaluru-560029, have 

changed my father name from 
ZAHEER KHAN to ZAHEER 
AHMED KHAN, vide affidavit 

dated: 07.07.2026 before 
notary G. DAYANANDA, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, AMMANULLA KHAN, 
Resident of No.452, Peer 

Boundary, Cotton Pet Main 
Road, Bengaluru-560053, have 
changed my mother name from 
BIBIJAN BI to KHATUN BE, 

vide affidavit dated: 07.07.2026 
before notary G. DAYANANDA, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Political siege grips 
Hungary over presidency
Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Magyar’s controversial bid to remove 

President Tamas Sulyok has ignited a major political crisis
BUDAPEST

 
Poli t ical  tensions have 
reached a boiling point in 
Hungary after Prime Minister 
Peter Magyar submitted a 
controversial constitutional 
amendment aimed at remov-
ing President Tamas Sulyok. 
In response, the opposition 
Fidesz party has called for a 
nationwide protest to defend 
the presidency.

The proposed amendment 
seeks to terminate Sulyok’s 
mandate immediately upon 
the law’s enactment. Magyar, 

whose Tisza Party holds a 
parliamentary supermajority, 
has long labeled Sulyok as a 
"puppet" of his predecessor, 
Viktor Orban, accusing the 
President of failing to fulfill 
constitutional duties.

President Sulyok has firmly 
refused to resign, warning 
that the move threatens the 
rule of law and democratic 
principles. Fidesz leaders 
echoed these concerns, argu-
ing that the amendment is a 
form of "personalized legisla-
tion" that ignores constitu-
tional legitimacy. Viktor Or-

ban condemned the move, 
stating the Tisza Party is 
crossing "human, moral, and 
legal" boundaries.

Magyar maintains that the 
presidency must regain its lost 
authority, claiming the office 
was weakened by years of si-
lence under previous admin-
istrations. With the Tisza Par-
ty’s legislative dominance, a 
vote could occur as early as 
next week. As Budapest pre-
pares for the protests, the na-
tion remains deeply divided 
over the future of its constitu-
tional framework.

Key Changes in the Pro-
posed Amendment

n Presidential Ouster: 
Immediate termination 
of President Sulyok’s 
mandate.

n Judicial Shifts: Manda-
tory retirement age set at 
70 for four constitutional 
judges.

n Term Limits: Parliamen-
tary deputies to be capped 
at a 12-year service 
mandate.

Details of the Govern-
ment Transition

n The New Appointee: 
Eugeniu Osmochescu, 
a seasoned financial 
expert, assumes office this 
Wednesday.

n The Predecessor: Alex-
andru Munteanu resigned 
abruptly after serving 
since the post-election 
period last September.

n Next Steps: President 
Sandu is currently consulting 
with parliamentary factions 
to determine a permanent 
successor.

Political purge claims 
threaten Bangladesh’s 

judicial integrity
PARIS

 
Sixteen international human 
rights organizations and law 
societies have issued a strong 
warning regarding the state of 
legal independence in Bangla-
desh. Recently, these global 
bodies condemned the wide-
spread intimidation and ex-
clusion of lawyers from bar 
association elections across 
the country.

The controversy centers on 
the recent formation of a 
15-member ad hoc committee 
to lead the Bangladesh Bar 
Council for the 2026-2027 
term. This committee consists 
entirely of lawyers backed by 
the ruling Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) and Ja-
maat-e-Islami. Critics argue 
this decision ignores demo-
cratic standards and replaces 
fair elections with political 
appointments.

According to reports, the 
impact is severe. Reports in-
dicate that over 300 lawyers, 
primarily those seen as inde-
pendent or supportive of the 
Awami League, have been 
blocked from running in elec-
tions at 23 different bar asso-

ciations. This list includes 
major hubs like the Supreme 
Court Bar Association and 
groups in Dhaka, Chattogram, 
and Khulna.

The joint statement de-
scribes these actions as a sys-
tematic attack on the rule of 
law. 

The organizations warn that 
silencing lawyers based on 
political identity threatens the 
integrity of the entire justice 
system. 

They are now calling on the 
Bangladeshi government to 
cancel the biased ad hoc com-
mittee, void the results of 
flawed elections, and ensure 
that every lawyer has an equal 
right to participate in future 
polls. They emphasize that a 
free legal profession is essen-
tial for a healthy democracy.

Sixteen global 
organizations warn that 

Bangladesh’s legal 
independence is under 

threat following the 
political exclusion of  

hundreds of  lawyers from 
recent bar association 

elections.

Saab GlobalEye 
secures $4.5 

billion 
surveillance deal

ANKARA
In a major shift for Europe-

an defense, NATO has offi-
cially chosen the Swed-
ish-made Saab GlobalEye 
surveillance aircraft to replace 
its aging fleet of AWACS ear-
ly-warning planes. The deal, 
valued at approximately $4.5 
billion, marks a significant 
departure from the alliance's 
traditional reliance on Ameri-
can-made alternatives like the 
Boeing E-7 Wedgetail.

NATO Secretary-General 
Mark Rutte confirmed the de-
cision, highlighting that the 
move is essential for main-
taining the alliance’s surveil-
lance capabilities against 
modern threats, such as drone 
swarms.

 The current AWACS fleet, 
iconic for its rotating ra-
domes, dates back to the Cold 
War and requires a modern 
successor to remain effective 
in today's fast-paced security 
environment.

To ease potential tensions 
regarding "Buy American" 
policies, Rutte emphasized 
that the GlobalEye is a "trans-
atlantic programme.

UK exposes Russian labs 
linked to poisonings

LONDON
 

The British government has 
taken a firm stand against 
Moscow, imposing fresh 
sanctions on two key Russian 
research institutes and several 
high-ranking officials. The 
move comes as part of a stra-
tegic effort to expose and stop 
Russia’s ongoing develop-
ment of lethal chemical weap-
ons, which the UK claims 
were used in several high-pro-
file poisoning cases.

These sanctions specifically 
target individuals and facili-
ties believed to be responsible 
for creating the dangerous 
toxins linked to the death of 
Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny. Navalny, 
who survived a poisoning at-
tempt in 2020 using a mili-
tary-grade Novichok nerve 
agent, tragically died in 2024 
after being exposed to Epi-
batidine, a potent toxin origi-
nally derived from poison dart 
frogs.

British Foreign Minister 
Yvette Cooper addressed the 
situation with strong lan-
guage, describing the repeated 
use of such weapons as a bar-
baric violation of internation-
al law. She emphasized that 
these tools are being used to 

inflict suffering not only on 
political dissidents but also on 
innocent civilians, citing the 
2018 poisoning case in Salis-
bury. That incident, involving 
former double agent Sergei 
Skripal, led to the death of an 
innocent woman named 
Dawn Sturgess after she came 
into contact with the discard-
ed toxin.

The timing of these sanc-
tions is deliberate, arriving 
just ahead of a critical NATO 
summit scheduled in Ankara. 
By aligning with similar mea-
sures recently taken by the 
European Union, Britain aims 
to present a united front 
against what it calls a direct 
threat to global security.

Predictably, the Russian 
embassy in London has re-
jected the allegations entirely. 
In a statement released, offi-
cials dismissed the claims as 
"slander" and "anti-Russian 
propaganda." They argued 
that the West is simply manu-
facturing an imaginary threat 
to justify ongoing geopolitical 
confrontation. Despite these 
denials, the UK government 
remains steadfast, citing years 
of investigative findings that 
point to state-sponsored in-
volvement in these deadly 
attacks. 

Osmochescu replaces Munteanu as Acting PM

Kazakh Court backs Tokayev’s potential new term

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

BEFORE THE HON’BLE SPECIAL DISTRICT  
JUDGE No.II  FOR MOTOR ACCIDENT 
CLAIMS TRIBUNAL OF COIMBATORE
M.C.O.P. No.1838 OF 2025

Sudha                   … Petitioner
-Vs-

1) Ponnusamy, S/o. Kanthasamy, 
No.2/100, B Sanarpatty, Kattukottai, 
Sanarpatty (PO), Mettur TK, Salem DT. 
2) K.A. Murugesan, S/o. Appa 
Kulandhai Gounder, No.13, 4th Main 
Road, N.T. Pet, Bangalore, Karnataka - 
560 002.     … 1st & 2nd Respondents
NOTICE TO THE 1ST AND 2ND RESPONDENTS
It is hereby informed that The legal 
heirs of the deceased Kaleeswari 
filed an application for motor vehicles 
accident claim against the respondents 
herein in M.C.O.P No.1838/2025 on 
the file of the Hon’ble Special District 
Judge No.II for Motor Accident Claims 
Tribunal Of Coimbatore and the same 
has been posted on 31.07.2026 for 
your appearance. If you have any 
objections in the above claims of 
the petitioner in the above case, you 
should appear in person or through 
counsel before the above said court 
on 31.07.2026 at 10.30 AM, failing 
which an ex-parte order will be passed 
against you.

S. Anbu Chezhiyan, B.A.,B.L.,
R. Chitra, B.B.M.,B.L.,  

Advocates, Coimbatore-18, Tamilnadu. 

Three tankers hit in fresh Strait 
of Hormuz attacks

DUBAI
 

Three commercial tankers 
were struck in separate at-
tacks in the Strait of Hormuz 
on Tuesday, raising fresh con-
cerns over maritime security 
in one of the world's busiest 
energy corridors and threaten-
ing efforts to restore normal 
shipping following the recent 
conflict between the United 
States and Iran.

According to the United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade Op-
erations (UKMTO), one tanker 
caught fire after being hit off 
the coast of Oman while sail-
ing south towards the Gulf of 
Oman. Two other vessels were 
also damaged, including one 
reportedly struck by a drone. 
No casualties were reported, 
and at least one vessel contin-
ued its voyage.

Iranian state television said 
the liquefied natural gas tanker 
had ignored warnings before 
being attacked, though Tehran 
stopped short of officially 
claiming responsibility. Qatar 
condemned the attack on its 
LNG tanker Al Rekayyat, call-
ing it a serious violation of 
international law and holding 
Iran legally responsible.

The latest attacks come de-
spite ongoing diplomatic ef-
forts to restore safe navigation 
through the strategic water-

way, which normally handles 
around one-fifth of the world's 
traded oil and natural gas. The 
United States is seeking a 
broader agreement with Iran 
covering shipping access, its 
nuclear programme and a last-
ing end to hostilities.

The Joint Maritime Infor-
mation Center, overseen by 
the US Navy, recently advised 
that an expanded shipping 
route near Oman's coast re-
mains open for commercial 
traffic.

NAME CHANGE
H.P. Ramesh S/o Puttaswamy

Gowda, residing at: Ward No. 27,
3rd Cross, Kempegowda Circle,

ljoor, Ramanagara Town-562159
do hereby solemnly affirm

and state on oath as follows:
I am residing at in the above given
address. I declare that my original

name is H.P. Ramesh the said name
is entered in my Adhaar Card.
 I further declare that in my

PAN Card my name is entered
as  P. Ramesh.

Hence I am swearing to this
affidavit to prove that both the
names mentioned in the above

documents are one and the same
and relating to me.  Affidavit sworn

before  M. C. Devendra, Notory,
Ramanagara. Date : 06-07-2026
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Folarin Balogun endured a 
difficult outing as Belgium 

defeated the United States 
to reach the FIFA World Cup 

quarterfinals.

Balogun Struggles 
as Belgium Ends 
U.S WC Campaign

SEATTLE

United States striker Folarin 
Balogun, who had dominated 
global football headlines in 
the lead-up to the match, en-
dured a frustrating evening as 
Belgium defeated the tourna-
ment co-hosts 4-1 in the FIFA 
World Cup Round of 16, end-
ing the Americans' impressive 
campaign.

Balogun entered the knock-
out clash in Seattle after 
emerging as one of the stand-
out performers for the United 
States during the group stage 
and the Round of 32. The 
25-year-old forward had 
scored three goals and played 
a key creative role in helping 
the United States top their 
group before contributing to 
the victory over Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in the previous 
knockout round.

However, his participation 
against Belgium had remained 
uncertain after he received a 
red card in the win over Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, an of-
fence that normally carries an 
automatic one-match suspen-
sion. FIFA later overturned the 
suspension, allowing Balogun 
to feature in the Round of 16, 
a decision that generated wide-
spread debate across the foot-
ball community.

The reversal attracted criti-
cism from several quarters, 
with allegations that football's 
world governing body had 
bowed to political pressure. 
FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino maintained that the or-
ganisation's judicial bodies 
had acted independently and 
autonomously while reaching 
the decision. Belgium head 
coach Rudi Garcia also ques-
tioned the development, de-

scribing it as difficult to be-
lieve.

Balogun's personal back-
ground also became a topic of 
international discussion. Born 
in New York to a Nigerian 
mother who was unable to 
return to London before his 
birth due to pregnancy-relat-
ed travel restrictions, Balo-
gun spent most of his child-
hood in England after return-
ing there with his family at 
the age of one month. De-
spite growing up in Britain, 
he later chose to represent 
the United States at the inter-
national level.

Political attention sur-
rounding his case also inten-
sified after United States 
President Donald Trump 
publicly claimed credit for 
the suspension being lifted. 
The controversy coincided 
with ongoing national de-

bates over birthright citizen-
ship, adding another dimen-
sion to the discussion sur-
rounding the striker.

Despite the attention sur-
rounding the decision, United 
States midfielder Tyler Ad-
ams said the squad remained 
largely unaware of the con-
troversy while preparing for 
the match. He said the team's 
focus remained firmly on the 
football rather than the 
events unfolding away from 
the pitch.

Although Balogun received 
a warm reception from the 
home crowd when he entered 
the field, Belgium's disci-
plined defence successfully 
restricted his influence 
throughout the contest. The 
striker managed only three 
attempts on goal, with just 
one effort testing the goal-
keeper.

FIFA REFEREE SUPPORT

FIFA Backs Referee Raphael Claus 
Amid Trump Criticism Controversy

MIAMI

FIFA has firmly defended 
Brazilian referee Raphael 
Claus after United States 
President Donald Trump 
questioned the official's integ-
rity following the controver-
sial red card shown to United 
States striker Folarin Balogun 
during the FIFA World Cup.

The controversy began after 
Balogun was sent off in the 
United States' Round of 32 
victory over Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. Following a Video 
Assistant Referee (VAR) re-
view, Claus issued a red card 
after determining that Balo-
gun had stamped on the ankle 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
defender Tarik Muharemovic 
during the match.

The dismissal carried an au-
tomatic one-match suspen-
sion, which would have ruled 
Balogun out of the Round of 
16. However, FIFA later sus-
pended the ban, allowing the 
striker to feature in the knock-
out clash against Belgium. 
The decision generated wide-
spread debate within the foot-
ball community and prompted 
questions over the governing 

body's disciplinary process.
Speaking after the decision, 

President Donald Trump 
claimed he had requested a 
review of Balogun's suspen-
sion. Trump also questioned 
the referee's credibility, de-
scribing Claus as a little bit 
suspect if you check his past, 
although he did not provide 
any evidence or further expla-
nation to support the allega-
tion.

In response, FIFA issued a 
strong statement express-
ing complete confidence 
in Claus and rejecting 
any suggestion that his 
professionalism or in-
tegrity should be ques-
tioned. The governing 
body described him 
as one of the world's 
leading football ref-
erees and a respect-
ed member of Team 
One, FIFA's elite 
group of match offi-
cials selected for the 
World Cup.

FIFA stated that throughout 
his officiating career, Claus 
has consistently demonstrated 
the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism, fairness and in-

tegrity. The organisation also 
noted that the referee would 
no t  com- ment publicly 
on the matter, in 
a c - cordance 

with FI-
F A ' s 
l o n g -
s t a n d -

ing policy preventing match 
officials from speaking to the 
media during major tourna-
ments.

FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino also defended the role 
of referees, stressing that re-
spect for match officials is 
essential to preserving the 
integrity of the sport. He said 
football cannot exist without 
referees and emphasised that 
players, coaches, supporters 
and public figures must re-
spect both the officials and 

the rules governing the 
game.

Pierluigi Collina, FI-
FA's Chief Refereeing 

Officer and Chairman of 
the Referees Commit-
tee, also expressed the 
organisation's confi-
dence in the Brazil-
ian official. Collina 
highlighted Claus' 

extensive experience, 
noting that the 46-year-

old has officiated more 
than 600 professional matches 
during his career and is cur-
rently working at his second 
FIFA World Cup after previ-
ously serving as an official at 
the 2022 tournament in Qatar.

‘We are proud of our campaign,’ says 
USA manager after round of 16 exit

SEATTLE

United States manager Mau-
ricio Pochettino said he was 
proud of his team's World 
Cup campaign despite Tues-
day's 4-1 defeat to Belgium, 
insisting the tournament had 
laid the foundations for future 
success.

The Argentine said his side 
had failed to reproduce the 
form it showed earlier in the 
tournament, but insisted its 
overall campaign remained a 
source of pride.

It hurts to be eliminated. 
We didn't perform well today, 
and that's the reality. Some-
times, during a tournament, 
you have one day when 
things don't go your way. Un-
fortunately, that day was to-
day. It's not the right moment 
for it to happen, but we didn't 
reach the level we had shown 
before, Pochettino said in a 
post-match news conference 
after the round of 16 match, 
as quoted by Xinhua.

At the same time, we 
should recognise what this 
team has achieved. We are 
very proud of our campaign 
together. We enjoyed the jour-
ney, and today's result hurts 
because we believed we could 
go further, he added.

Pochettino,  who took 
charge of the United States in 
September 2024, said the 
World Cup had been a learn-
ing experience for his team.

Improvement is never like 
a rocket going straight up, he 
said. A year ago, if somebody 
had told us we would be play-
ing Belgium in the World Cup 

round of 16, everyone would 
have said we still had a lot of 
work to do.

Progress is not linear, and 
it's not realistic to expect ev-
erything to happen quickly. 
We have shown that we can 
improve and compete. We 
have a generation of young 
players coming through, and 
they just need to stay on this 
path and keep improving.

He praised his squad for 
maintaining a professional 
mindset throughout the com-

petition and refused to ap-
praise the performances of 
individual players.

I'm happy with every player 
who was involved because of 
the way they behaved, their 
attitude, and their commit-
ment, he said. We didn't have 
a single issue over 40 or 50 
days because everybody un-
derstood the ideas and 
showed respect. This is not 
the moment to judge individ-
uals. We are happy with the 
whole group, he concluded.

MIAMI

France captain Kylian 
Mbappe has strongly 

condemned racist com-
ments made by a Para-
guayan senator follow-

ing France's 1-0 victory 
over Paraguay in the FIFA 

World Cup Round of 16, 
describing the remarks as hateful 
and unacceptable. The contro-
versy has prompted widespread 
criticism, with the French Foot-
ball Federation announcing 
plans to pursue legal action and 
the Paraguayan government 
distancing itself from the state-
ments.
France secured a hard-fought 

victory over Paraguay in Philadel-
phia on Saturday, with Mbappe 
scoring the only goal of the match 

from the penalty spot. The 
closely contested encoun-

ter was physical 
and intense, but 
the result en-
sured France's 

place in the quarter-finals 
of the tour- nament.

Following the match, Paraguay-
an senator Celeste Amarilla post-
ed a series of comments on so-
cial media containing racist 
remarks directed at Mbappe. 
In the post, she questioned 
the striker's identity, made 

offensive personal attacks and sug-
gested that Paraguay's players 
should have confronted him after 
the game. The comments quickly 
drew widespread condemnation 
from football fans, public figures 
and officials.

Mbappe responded on Monday 
with a strongly worded statement, 
criticising the senator and defend-
ing not only himself but also the 
Paraguayan players, who had com-
peted with determination through-
out the tournament. He said Ama-
rilla's remarks did not represent 
Paraguay or its people and accused 
her of spreading hatred and racism 
that overshadowed the achieve-
ments of the national team.

The France captain stated that 
Paraguay's players had earned 
global respect for their perfor-
mances during the World Cup and 
said it was unfortunate that their 
accomplishments were being 
eclipsed by inflammatory com-
ments from a public official. 
Mbappe also declared that he 
would continue speaking out 
against racism and discrimination 
wherever they occur.

Mbappe Condemns Racist Remarks 
After France Defeats Paraguay

Kylian Mbappe strongly 
condemned racist remarks 

following France's World Cup 
victory as authorities pledged 

legal action against them

Cabo Verde game was just a small bump in 
the road for Argentina’: Sandesh Jhingan

NEW DELHI

Team India defender Sandesh 
Jhingan believes Argentina’s 
defensive foundations remain 
intact despite conceding twice 
in their Round of 32 clash 
against Cabo Verde, backing 
the reigning world champions 
to produce a much-improved 
display against Egypt in the 
FIFA World Cup Round of 16.

Argentina survived a scare 
to progress after a hard-fought 
win over Cabo Verde, prompt-
ing questions over their de-
fence. However, Jhingan, who 
is part of Zee5 FIFA World 
Cup 2026 expert panel, insist-
ed one below-par outing 
should not overshadow the 
consistency Lionel Scaloni’s 
side has shown over the last 
few years.

Of course, when you con-
cede two goals, people im-
mediately question the de-
fence. But one average per-
formance shouldn’t make 
you feel you’re suddenly not 

good enough, just like one 
great performance shouldn’t 
make you think you’re in-
vincible. If you look at Ar-
gentina’s record over the last 
10-15 games, they have 
hardly conceded. For me, 
one of their biggest strengths 
is their defensive solidity, 
and they’ll look at the Cabo 
Verde game as just a small 
bump in the road. The im-

portant thing was getting the 
win, and I expect them to be 
much sharper against Egypt, 
Jhingan told.

The India international ex-
pects Egypt to adopt a count-
er-attacking approach centred 
around Mohamed Salah and 
Omar Marmoush but feels Ar-
gentina’s renowned count-
er-pressing will be key to nul-
lifying that threat.

MERINO’S LATE WINNER HELPS SPAIN KNOCK OUT PORTUGAL IN THE LAST 16
ARLINGTON

Mikel Merino’s stoppage-time strike 
earned Spain a 1-0 victory over Portugal 
at Dallas Stadium and a FIFA World 
Cup 2026 quarter-final place. Luis De 
La Fuente’s team will now head to Los 
Angeles Stadium to play the winners of 
USA-Belgium.

The final whistle of the match 
marked the end of Christiano Ronaldo’s 
time on football’s biggest stage. This 

will be my last World Cup, he reiterat-
ed pre-match. The 41-year-old hit 11 
goals in 27 games and set multiple 
milestones, including becoming the 
first man to score in six editions.

A balanced start, with Spain showing 
more attacking intent and Oyarzabal 
shooting forcing a tight save from Di-
ogo Costa after just three minutes. Por-
tugal responded promptly, with Cance-
lo’s run down the right culminating in 
a powerful shot that went over the bar.

A few minutes later, Olmo set up 
Oyarzabal, who, as Diogo Costa came 
out, shot wide. In a back-and-forth 
game, Cristiano Ronaldo unleashed a 
powerful shot that Unai Simón saved 
incompletely.

Fifteen frantic minutes, with Spain 
taking advantage of a quick attack, 
with two great saves from Diogo Costa, 
from shots by Lamal and Baena. Portu-
gal managed to balance the game, hold 
off Spain, with the best opportunity 
arising from an assist by Joao Felix for 
an acrobatic shot by Ronaldo. Unai Si-
mon saved it. This was Portugal’s best 
moment in the match, culminating in a 
shot from Nuno Mendes that hit the 
crossbar, after a deflection by Pedro 
Porro.

The game remained balanced in the 
second half, but Portugal looked more 
dangerous, especially with Pedro Ne-
to’s incursions down the right flank. 
Even without Nuno Mendes, who was 
replaced by Nélson Semedo due to in-
jury, the national team managed, with 
varying degrees of difficulty, to thwart 
Spanish attacks.

In a very tight game, tactical schemes 
took on greater importance, with 
Lamine Yamal forcing Diogo Costa to 
make a save for a corner from a free 
kick.
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Centre Approves PM-SETU Rollout to Modernise Industrial Training Institutes
NEW DELHI

 
The Central Government has 
approved the nationwide roll-
out of the Pradhan Mantri 
Skilling and Employability 
Transformation through Up-
graded Industrial Training 
I n s t i t u t e s  ( P M - S E T U ) 
scheme, marking a significant 
step towards strengthening 
India’s vocational education 
and skill development ecosys-
tem. Alongside the expansion, 
the government has also 
cleared Strategic Investment 
Plans (SIPs)  worth Rs 

1,237.58 crore to modernise 
Industrial Training Institutes 
(ITIs) through partnerships 
with leading industries.

The Ministry of Skill De-

velopment and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE) announced that 
the decisions were taken 
during the fourth meeting of 
the National Steering Com-

mittee (NSC) on PM-SETU, 
chaired by Skill Development 
Secretary Debashree Mukher-
jee.

According to the ministry, 
the committee approved the 
transition of PM-SETU from 
its pilot phase to a full-scale 
nationwide implementation 
covering all 200 identified ITI 
clusters. The move will en-
able states and Union Territo-
ries to implement the scheme 
based on industry prepared-
ness, local requirements, and 
execution capacity, ensuring 
greater flexibility while main-

taining national objectives.
The committee also ap-

proved several measures 
aimed at streamlining imple-
mentation, increasing industry 
participation, encouraging 
greater involvement of public 
sector undertakings (PSUs), 
and strengthening the institu-
tional framework supporting 
the programme. These re-
forms are expected to im-
prove coordination between 
government agencies, indus-
tries, and training institutions 
while ensuring better out-
comes for students.

A major outcome of the 
meeting was the approval of 
five Strategic Investment 
Plans with a combined finan-
cial outlay of Rs 1,237.58 
crore. The investments will 
support the modernisation of 
ITI infrastructure, introduce 
industry-aligned training pro-
grammes, and enhance em-
ployment opportunities for 
students by creating stronger 
links between training insti-
tutes and employers.

In Odisha, the Government 
ITI Barbil cluster received ap-
proval for an investment of Rs 

240.21 crore, with a leading 
company serving as the anchor 
industry partner. In Gujarat, the 
Government ITI Surat cluster 
will be upgraded through an 
investment of Rs 240.18 crore 
led by an integrated flat carbon 
steel manufacturer.

Three ITI clusters in Telan-
gana also secured approval 
under the programme. The 
Government ITI Old City 
cluster will receive an invest-
ment of Rs 241.01 crore un-
der the leadership of a health-
care education and training 
organisation.

CENTRE APPROVES RS 1,238 CRORE

QUICK READ
Resilient 

manufacturing sector 
cushions ease

ECLGS 5.0 surpasses 
4.11 L guarantees with 
E 1.55 L cr amount: Govt

Trent shares sink 12 pc 
as Q1 revenue growth 

disappoints Street

NEW DELHI
The manufacturing sector 
has helped curb a broader 

slowdown in economic 
momentum even as indi-
cators weakened in April 

May, a report said on 
Tuesday. Manufacturing 
makes up nearly 20 per 

cent of GDP and has been 
remarkably resilient, led 
by exports and inventory 
build-up, the report from 
HSBC Global Investment 
Research said. This is be-
cause energy-market un-
certainty prompted pre-

cautionary inventory 
build-up – a trend most 

visible in consumer goods. 
Meanwhile, lower US tar-
iffs created a window to 

accelerate non-oil exports 
ahead of potential Sec-
tion 301 tariffs. However, 
the report said its data-
base of 100 growth indi-
cators points to weaken-
ing momentum in April 

May, along with chances 
of very strong El Niño and 
weak monsoon pose risks 

to agriculture and rural 
demand.

NEW DELHI
The Emergency Credit 

Line Guarantee Scheme 
(ECLGS) 5.0 has issued 

4,11,497 guarantees since 
its launch, with the guar-
anteed amount reaching 

Rs 1,55,229 crore, a sign of 
the scheme’s rapid ab-

sorption across the lend-
ing ecosystem, the gov-

ernment said on Monday. 
The scheme, approved by 
Union Cabinet on May 5, 
2026, is delivering fast, 

large-scale liquidity sup-
port to businesses affect-
ed by the West Asia geo-

political situation. The 
scheme is designed to 
provide risk mitigation 
for lending institutions 
to provide additional 
credit to borrowers, 

thereby helping busi-
nesses to tide over cash-

flow disruptions and 
sustain operations.

MUMBAI
Shares of Trent Limited, 
the Tata Group’s retail 

arm, plunged nearly 12 per 
cent on Tuesday after the 
company’s June quarter 

(Q1 FY27) standalone rev-
enue growth fell short of 

market expectations, trig-
gering sharp selling in the 
stock. The stock declined 
as much as 11.93 per cent 
during the session to an 

intra-day low of Rs 
2,944.60 on the NSE. 
Trent reported stan-

dalone revenue from op-
erations, excluding GST, 
of Rs 5,666 crore for the 

June quarter, marking a 19 
per cent year-on-year in-

crease from Rs 4,781 crore 
in the corresponding peri-

od last year. Revenue 
from the sale of mer-

chandise, excluding other 
operating income, also 
rose 19 per cent com-
pared with a year ago.

India Expands Global Critical Minerals & 
Semiconductor Strategic Partnerships

India has strengthened international partnerships to secure critical minerals and semiconductor 
supply chains, supporting long-term industrial and energy security goals.

NEW DELHI
 

India has significantly ex-
panded its international en-
gagement to secure reliable 
access to critical minerals and 
strengthen semiconductor 
supply chains, signing strate-
gic cooperation agreements 
with 24 countries while con-
tinuing negotiations with 11 
others over the past two years. 
The initiative reflects the gov-
ernment's long-term strategy 
to reduce dependence on lim-
ited sources of essential raw 
materials and strengthen In-
dia's position in emerging 
global industries.

According to the Ministry 
of Mines, the country has 
built a broad network of part-
nerships across North Ameri-
ca, Europe, Africa, West Asia, 
Central Asia, Southeast Asia, 

and Australia. These collabo-
rations are designed not only 
to ensure access to mineral 
resources but also to promote 
cooperation in exploration, 
mining, processing, technol-
ogy transfer, investment, and 
the development of resilient 
supply chains capable of 
withstanding global disrup-
tions.

India has already estab-
lished cooperation frame-
works with major economies 
and resource-rich nations, 

including the United States, 
Canada, the United King-
dom, Germany, France, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Japan, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Argentina, the 
Democratic Republic of Con-
go, Ghana, Namibia, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Israel, Vietnam, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, and Russia. 

These partnerships focus 
on securing strategic miner-
als such as lithium, cobalt, 
copper, and rare earth ele-
ments while also promoting 
collaboration in semiconduc-
tor technologies, energy se-
curity, and industrial invest-
ments.

In addition to existing 
agreements, India is actively 
negotiating with Chile, Peru, 
Zambia, Bolivia, Kazakhstan, 
Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Kyr-

gyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajik-
istan, Myanmar, and Indone-
sia to expand cooperation in 
the exploration and supply of 
lithium, copper, rare earth el-
ements, and other critical 
mineral resources. 

These discussions aim to 
diversify sourcing channels 
and reduce vulnerabilities 
arising from concentrated 
global production.

A major component of In-
dia 's  s trategy involves 
strengthening its domestic 
semiconductor ecosystem. 
Partnerships with leading 
technology nations, including 
Japan, the Netherlands, Ger-
many, and the United States, 
are expected to support the 
development of advanced 
chip manufacturing capabili-
ties within India. 

These collaborations are 

also intended to integrate the 
country more effectively into 
global semiconductor value 
chains, helping meet growing 
domestic demand while en-
hancing export opportunities.

Critical minerals such as 
lithium, cobalt, nickel, cop-
per, and rare earth elements 
play a vital role in modern 
industries. 

They are essential for man-
ufacturing electric vehicle 
batteries, renewable energy 
storage systems, wind tur-
bines, solar infrastructure, 
defence equipment, aero-
space technologies, and ad-
vanced electronic devices. 

As countries worldwide ac-
celerate clean energy transi-
tions and digital transforma-
tion, securing stable supplies 
of these resources has be-
come a strategic necessity.

Nepal PM Holds First Bilateral 
Meeting With ADB President

KATHMANDU
 

Nepal Prime Minister Balen-
dra Shah on Tuesday held his 
first one-on-one meeting with 
a foreign official since assum-
ing office, meeting Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) Pres-
ident Masato Kanda in Kath-
mandu. The meeting marked 
a notable shift in the Prime 
Minister's diplomatic engage-
ments, as he had previously 
avoided individual meetings 
with foreign representatives 
in favour of collective interac-
tions with ambassadors and 
diplomats.

Shah, who took office on 
March 27, has consistently 
followed a strict diplomatic 
protocol that prioritised group 
meetings over bilateral en-
gagements with foreign en-
voys. His office confirmed 
that the meeting with Kanda 
was an exception, reflecting 
the importance of the Asian 
Development Bank as one of 
Nepal's largest and lon-
gest-standing multilateral de-
velopment partners.

According to a statement 
issued by the Prime Minister's 
Secretariat, the discussions 
focused on strengthening the 
six-decade development part-
nership between Nepal and 
the ADB. Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
expanding cooperation across 
key sectors that are critical to 
Nepal's economic growth and 

long-term development.
Deepa Dahal, Press and Re-

search Advisor to the Prime 
Minister, said the half-hour 
meeting included discussions 
on governance, transparency, 
infrastructure, and economic 
development. Prime Minister 
Shah expressed confidence 
that Nepal would enter a new 
phase of progress through 
good governance, account-
ability, and transparent ad-
ministration.

The two leaders also ex-
plored opportunities to en-
hance cooperation in hydro-
power, tourism, digitalisation, 
and road infrastructure. Hy-
dropower and tourism were 
identified as the backbone of 
Nepal's economy, with both 
sides recognising their poten-
tial to generate employment, 
attract investment, and accel-
erate sustainable economic 
growth.

ADB President Masato 
Kanda reaffirmed the bank's 
commitment to expanding its 
development assistance to 
Nepal. He assured Prime 
Minister Shah that the institu-

tion would continue serving 
as a reliable long-term devel-
opment partner, supporting 
the country's efforts to 
achieve economic prosperity 
and inclusive growth.

Kanda praised Nepal's eco-
nomic potential, highlighting 
the country's young leadership, 
strong public mandate, and on-
going reform initiatives. He 
said the government's commit-
ment to transparency and insti-
tutional reforms was encour-
aging and expressed confi-
dence in Nepal's future devel-
opment prospects.

The meeting comes after 
Shah had declined requests 
for individual meetings with 
several senior foreign offi-
cials, including Paul Kapur, 
Assistant Secretary for South 
and Central Asian Affairs at 
the United States Department 
of State, and Sergio Gor, Spe-
cial Envoy for South and 
Central Asian Affairs and 
United States Ambassador to 
India. Reports also indicated 
that Indian Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri's planned visit 
to Nepal had been postponed.

India China Discuss Expanding Bilateral Cooperation 
and Strengthening Strategic Relations

BEIJING
 

India and China have reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
strengthening bilateral ties, 
with senior officials holding 
discussions on expanding co-
operation in trade, economic 
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  p e o -
ple-to-people exchanges. The 
meeting underscored both 
countries' intention to imple-
ment the shared vision of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping for stable, con-
structive and mutually benefi-

cial relations. The discussions 
took place during an introduc-
tory meeting between India's 
Ambassador to China, Vikram 
Doraiswami, and China's Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Hua Chunying, on Monday. 
According to the Embassy of 
India in China, both sides 
agreed to intensify efforts to 
translate the vision of their 
leaders into practical outcomes 
that benefit the people of both 
nations.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media, the Indian Embassy 
said the two officials ex-

changed views on expanding 
bilateral cooperation across 
trade, the economy and peo-
ple-to-people interactions. The 
discussions reflected a contin-
ued effort to improve engage-
ment between the neighbour-
ing countries following recent 
diplomatic initiatives aimed at 
stabilising relations.

The Embassy also noted that 
Ambassador Doraiswami wel-
comed Vice Minister Hua's 
assurance that China would 
support India's Presidency of 
the BRICS grouping. The as-
surance highlights the impor-

tance both countries attach to 
cooperation within multilateral 
institutions despite differences 
on several bilateral issues.

The latest diplomatic en-
gagement follows a series of 
high-level interactions between 
India and China over the past 
few months. Last month, Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi and ex-
pressed Beijing's willingness to 
work closely with India to im-
plement the important under-
standings reached by the lead-
ers of the two countries.

Fintech firms report 
reputation, infrastructure, & 

data risks as top threats: Report
NEW DELHI

 
India’s fintech sector is shift-
ing focus from growth to 
trust, governance and resil-
ience as nearly 59 per cent of 
firms rank reputation and 
brand risk as a high severity 
concern or the highest risk 
facing them, a report said on 
Tuesday.

The report from Fintech As-
sociation for Consumer Em-
powerment (FACE) and Grant 
Thornton Bharat said reputa-
tion risk was followed by in-
teroperability and infrastruc-
ture risk at 51 per cent.

The report noted that cus-
tomer trust can be affected by 
issues ranging from data 
breaches and cybersecurity 
incidents to misconduct by 
unauthorised entities, making 
reputation an outcome of gov-
ernance, compliance, custom-
er experience and data protec-
tion.

The findings reflected fin-
techs' growing dependence on 
digital public infrastructure 
such as UPI and Aadhaar, 
along with confidence in the 
continued evolution and resil-
ience of India's digital infra-
structure ecosystem.

India's fintech ecosystem 
has become a critical pillar of 
the country's digital economy, 
powered by digital public in-
frastructure such as UPI, Aad-
haar, e-KYC and Account 
Aggregators. Market compe-

tition and conduct risk ranked 
third in terms of risks and car-
ried an average severity score 
of 6.9, while data access, pri-
vacy and protection scored 6.6 
and cybersecurity, technology 
and business continuity scored 
6.5, the report added.

Risk rankings are based on 
weighted average severity 
scores assigned by respon-
dents on a scale of 1 to 10.

The report highlighted 
growing emphasis on consent 
management, customer trans-
parency and enterprise-wide 
data governance, making ef-
fective data stewardship a 
strategic business priority.

Balancing profitability, 
growth and trust has become 
one of the key drivers for the 
fintech ecosystem, which is 
the key message that the Fin-
tech Barometer report rein-
forces. The fintech ecosystem 
across the domains of pay-
ment, investment, credit and 
insurance has stronger reve-
nue and governance models 
than a decade ago, helping 
them walk the path of growth, 
said Vivek Iyer, Partner& Fi-
nancial Services Risk Adviso-
ry Leader, Grant Thornton 
Bharat.

Around 46 per cent respon-
dents rated cyber and continu-
ity risks as high severity, re-
flecting continued investment 
in cyber resilience, fraud pre-
vention and operational con-
tinuity.

India’s UPI to link up with Indonesia’s 
payment system, boost cross-border trade
NEW DELHI

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced on Tuesday that In-
dia’s Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) will be integrated 
with Indonesia’s payment sys-
tem, which will enable tourists 
and businesses to make 
cross-border retail payments 
more easily by using their do-
mestic payment apps.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference with Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto in Ja-
karta, PM Modi said, We are 
delighted that India’s UPI is set 
to be integrated with Indone-

sia’s payment system. This will 
boost both the ease of doing 
business and the ease of travel.

The Prime Minister also stat-
ed that India and Indonesia are 
strengthening cooperation in 
technology and strategic indus-
tries. In today's era, supply 
chain resilience in technology 
is of great importance. A signif-
icant agreement has also been 
reached to further strengthen 
supply chains in the critical 
minerals and steel sectors. New 
partnerships are being forged 
between our companies regard-
ing stainless steel and rare-earth 
magnets, PM Modi said.

ChatGPT outage 
disrupts Codex, 

Custom GPTs and 
workspace analytics
NEW DELHI

 
US-based artificial intelli-
gence  g i an t  OpenAI ' s 
ChatGPT experienced service 
disruptions on Tuesday, with 
users reporting issues across 
several features, including 
Codex, Custom GPTs and 
workspace analytics, while 
the company said it is work-
ing to resolve the remaining 
problems.

According to outage track-
ing platform Downdetector, 
user complaints increased be-
tween 1 pm and 2 pm. Around 
75 per cent of the reported 
issues  were re la ted to 
ChatGPT, while 12 per cent 
were linked to DALL-E and 8 
per cent to the app.

According to OpenAI, the 
disruption affected FedRAMP 
workspaces, including Codex, 
workspace analytics, conver-
sation search, Custom GPT 
search, ChatGPT user invites 
and the Compliance Logs 
Platform download endpoint.

NDTV Profit reported that 
the company said, We're cur-
rently experiencing issues 
with FedRAMP Codex, work-
space analytics, conversation 
search, searching for custom 
GPTs, ChatGPT user invites, 
and Compliance Log Platform 
download endpoint not work-
ing in FedRAMP workspaces.

OpenAI later said it had re-
stored core functionality but 
acknowledged that some is-
sues continue to affect Fe-
dRAMP workspaces, accord-
ing to the report.

Core functionality has been 
restored, but we are aware of 
known and ongoing issues in 
FedRAMP workspaces with 
Codex, workspace analytics, 
conversation search, search-
ing  for  cus tom GPTs, 
ChatGPT user invites, and the 
Compliance Logs Platform 
download endpoint. We are 
working to resolve these is-
sues and will share further 
updates when more informa-
tion is available, the company 
said. The outage comes after 
Elon Musk-backed social me-
dia platform X (formerly 
Twitter) experienced a service 
disruption in June. Nearly 40 
per cent of users had reported 
issues with the app, while 29 
per cent flagged problems 
with feeds and timelines.
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President Murmu Flags Off Durand 
Cup 2026 Tournament Trophies
President Droupadi Murmu launched the Durand Cup 2026 trophies, encouraging football 

development and greater international participation nationwide
NEW DELHI

 
President Droupadi Murmu 
on Tuesday unveiled and 
flagged off the trophies for 
the Durand Cup Tournament 
2026 at a ceremony held at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan Cul-
tural Centre, highlighting the 
historic football competition's 
contribution to nurturing 
young talent and promoting 
the sport across the country.

Addressing the gathering, 
the President congratulated all 
past and present officials, or-
ganisers, coaches and players 
associated with the Durand 
Cup, describing the tourna-
ment as an important platform 
that has helped countless foot-
ballers showcase their talent 
over the decades. She said the 

championship continues to 
play a vital role in strengthen-
ing India's football ecosystem 
by providing opportunities to 
emerging players.

President Murmu noted that 
this year's edition would fea-
ture several new teams com-
peting for the prestigious Du-
rand Cup, the President's Cup 

and the Shimla Trophy. 
Among the new participants 
is a team from Sri Lanka, re-
flecting the tournament's 
growing international appeal. 
She expressed confidence that 
the inclusion of fresh teams 
would make the competition 
even more exciting and fur-
ther enhance its popularity 

among football fans.
Extending her best wishes 

to all participating teams and 
players, the President hoped 
they would deliver outstand-
ing performances and uphold 
the values of fair play, disci-
pline and sportsmanship 
throughout the tournament.

Speaking about the signifi-
cance of football, Murmu de-
scribed it as one of the 
world's most popular sports 
and a powerful symbol of ex-
cellence, unity and teamwork. 
She said the game has the 
unique ability to bring people 
together across borders and 
cultures, while inspiring mil-
lions through the skill and 
dedication of its players.

Referring to the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup, the Presi-

dent observed that the world's 
finest football teams and play-
ers are currently competing to 
bring honour to their respec-
tive nations. She said their 
performances attract admira-
tion from fans around the 
world and demonstrate the 
unifying power of sport.

While acknowledging foot-
ball's growing popularity in 
India, Murmu remarked that 
the country still has a consid-
erable journey ahead before 
establishing a strong presence 
on the global football stage. 
She expressed hope that tour-
naments such as the Durand 
Cup would continue to identi-
fy, encourage and develop 
talented players capable of 
representing India at the high-
est international level.

Defending Champions 
Make Dominant Start 
in Oriental Cup 2026

NEW DELHI
 

Defending champions Delhi 
Public School (DPS), RK 
Puram, and Government 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School, Faridabad, opened 
their title defence in impres-
sive fashion as the fourth 
edition of the Oriental Cup 
commenced at Dr. Ambedkar 
Stadium in New Delhi on 
Tuesday. Both teams regis-
tered convincing 5-0 victo-
ries in their respective cate-
gories, setting the tone for 
another competitive edition 
of  the  pres t ig ious  in -
ter-school football tourna-
ment.

The opening ceremony 
was attended by Indian foot-
baller Rohit Kumar, who 
graced the occasion as the 
Chief Guest and interacted 
with the young players par-
ticipating in the tournament. 
Also present were Fareed 
Bakshi, Founder of the Ori-
ental Cup 2026, and Arvin-
der Singh, Chief Operating 
Officer of the tournament.

The first day of competi-
tion featured seven matches 
across the Boys' and Girls' 
categories, along with a spe-
cial exhibition match be-
tween non-governmental or-
ganisations STRIVE and 
Mera India Mera Adhikaar 
(MIMA), highlighting the 
tournament's commitment to 
promoting football at the 
grassroots level.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Rohit Kumar praised 
the initiative for providing 
aspiring footballers with an 
opportunity to showcase 
their abilities. He said tour-
naments like the Oriental 
Cup inspire young players to 
dream big and work hard to-
wards achieving their goals. 
Reflecting on his own school 
days, Kumar emphasised that 
talent alone is not enough 
and that dedication, passion 
for the game and access to 
competitive platforms are 
equally important in shaping 
future football stars. He con-
gratulated the organisers for 
successfully conducting the 
tournament and wished it 
continued success.

In the opening Boys' fix-
ture, defending champions 
DPS RK Puram overcame a 
resi l ient  Vasant  Valley 
School side with a com-
manding 5-0 victory. The 

first half ended without a 
goal, but DPS transformed 
the contest after the break. 
Abhav Bhardwaj opened the 
scoring in the 18th minute 
before completing a brilliant 
hat-trick within the next 
eight minutes. Aditya Lal 
and Ridit Dang added one 
goal each to complete the 
comprehensive win.

Vasant Valley School 
bounced back strongly in the 
Girls' competition by defeat-
ing DPS RK Puram 3-0. 
Naavya Gogoi opened the 
scoring in the sixth minute 
before Unjila Khan doubled 
the advantage in the 13th 
minute. Tanvie Gogoi sealed 
the victory by scoring in the 
final minute of the match.

Defending Girls' champi-
ons Government Girls Senior 
Secondary School, Farid-
abad, also made a powerful 
start to their campaign with a 
dominant 5-0 win over Navy 
Children School. Somya de-
livered a standout perfor-
mance by scoring four goals 
after opening the scoring in 
the eighth minute, while Ishu 
added the fifth goal in the 
24th minute to complete an 
emphatic victory.

In another Boys' match, 
Navy Children School de-
feated Venkateshwar Interna-
tional School 3-1 in an enter-
taining contest. Vansh Raj 
Rana gave Navy Children 
School an early lead before 
Dhruv Kumar Jha extended 
the advantage in the second 
half. Daiwik Rana reduced 
the deficit for Venkateshwar 
International School, but 
Vansh Raj Rana scored his 
second goal of the match to 
secure all three points.

Defending 
champions delivered 
emphatic victories as 

the fourth Oriental 
Cup football 

tournament began 
with exciting 

matches in New 
Delhi.

Irfan Pathan Urges Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
to Stay Adaptable and Fearless

NEW DELHI
 

Former India all-rounder Ir-
fan Pathan has backed teen-
age batting sensation Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi to continue 
playing his natural attacking 
game but believes the young 
cricketer must now prepare 
for the tactical challenges that 
international bowlers will in-
creasingly 

pose. Ahead of the third T20 
International against England, 
Pathan said the 15-year-old's 
remarkable talent is beyond 
doubt, but long-term success 
will depend on his ability to 
adapt as opponents begin an-
alysing his strengths and 
weaknesses.

Speaking before the crucial 
series encounter, Pathan said 
Sooryavanshi's fearless intent 
should remain unchanged de-
spite his dismissal for 14 runs 
off 10 deliveries in the second 
T20I. The former Indian 
all-rounder pointed out that 
bowlers across the world would 
now start developing specific 
plans to restrict the youngster, 
making adaptability a key fac-
tor in his development.

Pathan explained that 
Sooryavanshi's aggressive ap-
proach against spin remains a 
positive aspect of his batting, 
particularly in English condi-
tions where pitches general-
ly offer limited turn. How-
ever, he advised the young-
ster to maintain proper 
balance while advancing 
down the pitch and avoid 
moving too far away from 
the line of the ball, ensur-
ing greater control over his 
stroke play.

Although Sooryavanshi's 
innings in the second match 

ended early, Pathan appreciat-
ed the teenager's willingness to 
continue playing positively 
rather than becoming defen-

sive after entering internation-
al cricket. He said the young 
batter would naturally be dis-
appointed with his score and 
strike rate, especially consider-
ing the high standards he has 
already set for himself. Pathan 
described Sooryavanshi's 
emergence as one of the big-
gest positives not only for In-
dian cricket but also for the 
global game. He said the teen-
ager's presence at the highest 
level serves as an inspiration 
for countless young boys and 
girls who dream of represent-
ing their countries, proving 
that age is no barrier when 
combined with exceptional tal-
ent and dedication.

The former cricketer also 
reflected on India's defeat in 
the second T20I, suggesting 
that the visitors fell around 20 
runs short despite being in a 
strong batting position. Ac-
cording to Pathan, India had 
the opportunity to post a total 
in the range of 210 to 220 runs 
but failed to capitalise during 
the closing stages of the in-
nings.

He credited fast bowler Ar-
shdeep Singh for bringing India 
back into the contest with two 
early wickets but felt the bowl-
ing unit lacked discipline 
during the latter stages of En-
gland's chase. Pathan noted that 
India failed to apply sustained 
pressure, particularly in the 
death overs, allowing England 
to regain control of the match.

Former Afghanistan Fast Bowler 
Shapoor Zadran Dies After Illness
NEW DELHI

 
Former Afghanistan fast 
bowler Shapoor Zadran, one 
of the pioneers of Afghan 
cricket, passed away in New 
Delhi on Tuesday after a pro-
longed battle with a rare and 
life-threatening illness. He 
was 38 years old and would 
have celebrated his 39th birth-
day on Wednesday.

The Afghanistan Cricket 
Board (ACB) confirmed his 
death, paying tribute to the 
left-arm pacer for his im-
mense contribution to the rise 
of Afghanistan cricket on the 
international stage. Zadran 
represented Afghanistan in 44 
One-Day Internationals and 
36 Twenty20 Internationals 
between 2009 and 2020 and 
played a significant role 
during the country's emer-
gence as a competitive crick-
eting nation.

According to reports, Za-
dran had been undergoing 
treatment in New Delhi after 
being diagnosed with stage 
four haemophagocytic lym-
phohistiocytosis (HLH), a 
rare disorder in which the 
body's immune system be-
comes overactive, causing 
severe inflammation and 

damage to vital organs, in-
cluding the bone marrow, liv-
er, spleen and lymph nodes. 
He had been admitted to the 
intensive care unit since May 
as his condition continued to 
worsen.

His health problems first 
surfaced in October last year, 
prompting doctors to recom-
mend specialised treatment in 
India. With the assistance of 
Afghanistan cricket star 
Rashid Khan and Afghanistan 

Cricket Board Chairman Mir-
wais Ashraf, his medical visa 
was expedited, allowing him 
to travel to New Delhi, where 
he was admitted to hospital 
on January 18.

During his treatment, for-
mer Afghanistan captain 
Asghar Afghan frequently 
travelled between Dubai and 
New Delhi to support his for-
mer teammate. Rashid Khan 
and several other Afghan 
cricketers also remained in 
regular contact with his doc-
tors and family, closely mon-
itoring his recovery. Although 
Zadran initially responded 
positively to treatment, his 
condition later deteriorated 
after repeated infections, den-
gue fever and a significant 
drop in his red blood cell 
count.

In an emotional tribute, the 
Afghanistan Cricket Board 
described Zadran as a cricket-
er who served his country 
with honour, courage and 
pride. The board said his con-
tributions would remain an 
integral part of Afghanistan's 
cricketing history and ac-
knowledged the vital role he 
played in helping establish the 
national team on the interna-
tional stage.

Suryakumar dismisses fake 
social media statement

NEW DELHI
 

Former India T20I captain 
Suryakumar Yadav on Tues-
day cleared the air regarding 
a fake statement attributed to 
him circulating on social me-
dia and urged fans and neti-
zens to not believe or share 
unverified information.

After leading India in the 
T20 World Cup triumph, 
Suryakumar was replaced by 
Shreyas Iyer as the T20I cap-
tain and was also left out of 
the squads for UK tou and the 
Asian Games.

However, in a false state-
ment that went viral on social 
media, the batter was quoted 
as saying that he wasn’t given 
any clarity about his future 
and did not receive the re-
spect he deserved after every-
thing he had done. Reacting 
to the matter, the former T20I 
skipper stated that he has not 
made such statements.

I've also noticed a statement 
being circulated online that 
has been falsely attributed to 
me. I want to make it clear 
that I have not made or autho-
rised any such statement. 
Please don't believe or share 
unverif ied information, 
Suryakumar posted on X.

I'm very happy for the team 
and wish them nothing but the 
very best, always. I know the 
boys are giving it their all, 
and they will always have my 
full support. My support for 

Indian cricket, my teammates, 
and the game will always 
speak louder than words 
falsely attributed to me, he 
added, aiming to put an end to 
the unnecessary digital spec-
ulation.

He also reserved special 
praise for 15-year-old batting 
prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi, who marked his historic 
debut during the second 
T20I against England 
at 15 years and 99 
days, thus becom-
ing the young-
est-ever Indian 
cricketer to debut 
in international 
cricket.

A special word 
for Vaibhav - 
you're at the 
s t a r t  o f 
w h a t 
promis-
e s  to 
be a 

very 
excit-
i n g 
j o u r -
ney. En-
joy every 
m o m e n t 
and keep 
making the 
c o u n t r y 
p r o u d , 
Suryaku-
m a r 
said.

Would love to play some cricket 
with Virat, planning India visit 

in near future: Djokovic
NEW DELHI

 
Serbian tennis great Novak 
Djokovic shared his admira-
tion for Indian cricket stalwart 
Virat Kohli, saying he would 
love to play some cricket with 
the batting great, adding that 
he is planning to visit in the 
near future.

Last year at Wimbledon on 
July 7, alongside his wife, 
Bollywood actress Anushka 
Sharma, Kohli witnessed 
Djokovic’s thrilling round of 
16 win against Australia’s 
Alex de Minaur and later took 
to Instagram to share his ex-
citement, posting a heartfelt 
story for the Serb. What a 
match. It was business as usu-
al for the gladiator, @djoker-
nole, Kohli had shared on X.

I would love to play some 
cricket and tennis with Virat 
Kohli. I am planning to visit 
India in the near future, and 
we have been communicating 
about it. I know Virat is a 
global star, but especially in 
India, he is incredible. I 
would love for him to be my 
host and show me around. I 
have a lot of respect for him 
and for Indian cricket.

Cricket is not big in Serbia, 

where I come from. But some 
of the people in my team are 
British, and they love cricket. 
So I have been learning about 
the game over the last 10 to 
15 years. I still need to work 
on my cricketing skills. May-
be Virat can help me with my 
technique and bat swing. But 
seriously, I have great respect 
and admiration for him. I 
would love to get the chance 
to meet him in his home 
country India, said Djokovic 
on JioStar.

Djokovic, who added an-
other remarkable chapter to 
his glittering career on Sun-
day, becoming the most suc-
cessful men's singles player in 
the tournament's history, 
opened up about what Wim-
bledon means to him and said 
this was the tournament he 
dreamt of winning as a child.

When the seven-time cham-
pion defeated Roman Safiul-
lin 7-6(6), 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 in a 
thrilling fourth-round match, 
he surpassed Roger Federer's 
record of 105 Wimbledon 
men's singles victories. This 
win sent Djokovic to his ninth 
consecutive Wimbledon quar-
ter-final and the 17th of his 
impressive career.

Indian athletes to 
wear jute apparel 

at CWG 2026
NEW DELHI

 
The National Jute Board 
(NJB), under the Ministry of 
Textiles, has developed 
jute-viscose blended apparel 
that will be worn by the Indi-
an athletes and team mem-
bers participating in the 
Commonweal th  Games 
2026, to be held in Glasgow, 

Scotland, from July 
23-August 2, it was 
announced on Tues-
day.

The official kit 
unveiling and send-

off ceremony for the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 

Games 2026 was held 
here, attended by Union 

Minister of Youth Af-
fairs and Sports Dr 
Mansukh Mandavi-
ya; Union Textiles 
Minister Giriraj 
Singh; Minister of 
State for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports 
Raksha Khadse; 
President of the In-
dian Olympic Asso-
ciation, PT Usha, 
and others.

This marks the 
first occasion on 
which jute-based 

apparel will be 
showcased at an 
in te rna t iona l 
m u l t i - s p o r t 
event.

FIFA backs 
referee after 

Trump questions 
WC red card

MIAMI GARDENS
 

FIFA has publicly defended 
Brazilian referee Raphael 
Claus after US President 
Donald Trump questioned 
the official's integrity follow-
ing the red card shown to 
United States forward Folar-
in Balogun during the FIFA 
World Cup.

Trump, speaking at the 
White House, described 
Claus as "a little bit suspect" 
and suggested that his past 
should be examined, without 
providing any evidence. 

The remarks came after 
Balogun was sent off during 
the United States' Round of 
32 match against  Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, a decision 
that sparked widespread de-
bate.

Ahead of the United States' 
4-1 defeat to Belgium, which 
ended the team's World Cup 
campaign, FIFA issued a rare 
statement expressing full 
confidence in the 46-year-old 
Brazilian referee.

"Throughout his career, he 
has consistently demonstrat-
ed the highest standards of 
professionalism and integri-
ty," FIFA said, describing 
Claus as one of the world's 
leading referees and a valued 
member of its World Cup of-
ficiating team.


