
Moscow aligns with India’s position on Ukraine: Russia
TIME-TRUSTED FRIENDS

MOSCOW
 

Russia on Tuesday said it 
would welcome any peace ef-
forts by India to end the 
Ukraine conflict, noting that 
Moscow’s strategy aligns 
closely with New Delhi’s po-
sition for a resolution through 
dialogue and diplomacy.

The remarks by Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
came days before Russian 
President Vladimir Putin vis-
its India to attend the BRICS 
summit.

There have also been re-
newed international efforts, 
including by the Trump ad-
ministration in recent days, to 
find a path toward resolving 
the conflict.

“We welcome the willing-
ness of the Indian side to con-
tribute. We also welcome the 
efforts of American President 
(Donald) Trump,” Peskov 
said during an online media 
interaction with Indian jour-
nalists.

In a meeting with Putin on 
the margins of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in Bishkek last 
week, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi called for an imme-
diate end to the conflict and 
urged the Russian leader to 
move from “endless war to-
wards end of war”.

Days later, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar trav-
elled to the Ukrainian capital 
of Kyiv and stated that India 

is ready to contribute whatev-
er it can to bring peace to 
Ukraine.

“We know the position of 
India on the Ukrainian con-
flict, and to a great extent, it 
corresponds with our own po-
sition because we do want the 
solution to the Ukraine con-
flict by peaceful means, and 
Russia is open for this pro-
cess,” Peskov said.
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Russia has welcomed India’s willingness to contribute to 
efforts to end the Ukraine conflict, with Kremlin 

spokesperson Peskov saying Moscow is open to resolving 
the war through dialogue and diplomacy.

Modi-Putin talks in New Delhi on Sept 11
NEW DELHI

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Russian president Vladimir 
Putin are scheduled to hold a 
bilateral meeting on Friday, with 
trade and economic cooperation 
expected to feature prominently 
on the agenda, Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin is scheduled to visit In-
dia for the BRICS Summit, 
which will begin in New Delhi 
on September 12. Ahead of the 
visit, Peskov said the trip will 
provide an opportunity for the 
two countries to discuss issues 
concerning bilateral relations. 
He also wished India success in 
hosting the summit.

“In a couple of days, Presi-
dent Putin will begin his India 
visit. You know that our two 

leaders, Indian and Russian 
leaders, are in a very close per-
sonal contact. They are very 
pragmatic in their relationship, 
and they are as sincere as to be 
able to discuss in a very open 
and constructive way the most 
sensitive issues of our agenda 
and our bilateral relations. Of 
course, it opens additional hori-
zons for our cooperation."

He said Russia is awaiting ne-
gotiations with India on setting 
up new nuclear power plants, 
adding that the sale of Su-57 
fighter aircraft to India is also 
on the agenda.

Russia stated that Moscow's ap-
proach to the conflict in Ukraine 

aligns with New Delhi's push for di-
alogue and diplomacy.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Pesk-
ov announced that Russia wel-

comes any peace efforts by India to 
help end the war. 

This follows Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's recent call at the SCO 

summit to move from endless war 
to peace, and External Affairs Min-

ister S Jaishankar's visit to Kyiv.

Kremlin's statement

Dates
September 12–13, 2026
Venue

Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, India
Theme

“Building for Resilience, Innovation, 
Cooperation and Sustainability”

Significance
Marks 20 years since the formal es-
tablishment of the BRICS grouping.

Summit overview India all set to host 
18th BRICS Summit
India is set to host the 18th BRICS Sum-
mit at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi 

on September 12 and 13, as the grouping 
of major emerging market economies 

and developing nations continues to ex-
pand its role in global affairs. The group-

ing began as BRIC, comprising Brazil, 
Russia, India and China. It held its first 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting on the side-

lines of the UN General Assembly in New 
York in 2006, followed by its inaugural 

summit in Yekaterinburg, Russia, in 
2009. South Africa joined the grouping in 
2011, leading to the formation of BRICS.

CM MAKES SURPRISE VISIT 
TO YESHWANTPUR APMC

Shivakumar spent several hours at the market, checking facilities and directly 
gathering complaints from farmers, traders, intermediaries and labourers.

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar made a surprise visit to 
the Yeshwantpur Agricultural 
Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) yard on Tuesday and 
interacted with onion growers, 
traders and women workers.

Shivakumar went around 
the market and sought details 
about the problems faced by 
farmers and traders, particu-
larly those involved in onion 
trade. He also enquired 
whether farmers were facing 
irregularities while their pro-
duce was being weighed.

Farmers told the Chief Min-
ister that the rising cost of 
transporting onions was eat-
ing into their earnings. They 
also complained that the Ag-
riculture Minister had not vis-
ited the market to hear their 
grievances.

Shivakumar patiently heard 
the farmers’ concerns and as-
sured them that steps would 
be taken to address their prob-
lems. He also interacted with 
women workers at the market 
and enquired about the diffi-
culties they face while work-

ing there.
The visit comes amid rising 

onion prices and growing 
concerns among farmers over 
transportation expenses and 
declining returns.

Farmers welcomed Shiva-
kumar’s visit and expressed 
hope that their concerns 
would receive attention and 
result in concrete action.

The CM also interacted 
with market workers and 
joined them for breakfast 
during the visit. He asked 
them about wages, housing, 
electricity bills and access to 
government schemes.

Onion 
growers

Rising transportation costs.

Market 
workers

Difficulties faced by 
 women workers.

Farmers
Concerns over  

produce weighing

Grievance
Agriculture Minister yet 

to hear farmers’ concerns.

Major concerns Steps will be taken to address the 
concerns raised by farmers.

DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

19 child labourers rescued post CM’s market visit
BENGALURU

 
At least 19 child labourers, in-
cluding children from Bihar, 
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Karnataka, 
were rescued from shops at the 
APMC Market in Yeshwanth-
pur following directions from 
Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Tuesday.

The operation was launched 
after the Chief Minister visited 
the APMC Market within the 
limits of RMC Yard Police 
Station this morning and inter-
acted with farmers, labourers 
and traders. During his visit, 
members of the public brought 
to his notice that children were 
allegedly being employed at 
some shops.

Following the CM;s direc-
tions, five special teams com-
prising Assistant Commission-

ers of Police, Police Inspectors 
of the North Division and La-
bour Inspectors were formed 
under the guidance of the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police, 
North Division, to conduct an 
operation at the market.

The teams subsequently res-
cued 19 child labourers from the 
APMC Market. Of them, 13 were 
from Bihar, including 12 boys 
and one girl; two were from 
West Bengal; two from Uttar 
Pradesh; and one each from 
Rajasthan and Karnataka.

Shop owners booked
Police said four cases have 
been registered at RMC Yard 
Police Station against shop 
owners who allegedly em-
ployed child labourers.

The cases have been filed 
under provisions of the Child 
Labour (Prohibition and Reg-

ulation) Act and the Juvenile 
Justice Act. Further investiga-
tion is underway.

In addition, five cases have 
been registered against shop 
owners under the Child and 
Adolescent Labour (Prohibi-
tion and Regulation) Act, 
1986, and investigations have 
been taken up.

10 children working on 
roadside rescued 
Separately, 10 children found 
working on the roadside were 
also rescued and produced be-
fore the Child Welfare Com-
mittee, Bengaluru, for further 
necessary action.

The operation was conduct-
ed under the guidance of Ben-
galuru City Police Commis-
sioner Seemanth Kumar 
Singh, IPS, and Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (West) C. 

Vamshi Krishna, IPS. It was 
led by DCP, North Division, 
B.S. Nemagouda, IPS, with 
the assistance of Yeshwanth-
pur Sub-Division ACP Renuka 
Prasad B.Y., eight police in-
spectors, seven labour inspec-
tors and other police person-
nel.

The police said the opera-
tion was aimed at preventing 
the employment of children 
and ensuring their safety and 
rehabilitation.

Shivakumar had earlier di-
rected the police to arrest, by 
the evening, those who em-
ployed children and those who 
sent them to work.

He warned that if immediate 
action was not taken, the con-
cerned Circle Inspector, Dy 
SP, ACP and DCP, along with 
other police officials, would 
be suspended.

CWRC asks Karnataka to 
release 6,000 cusecs to TN
The panel reviewed 

basin rainfall and crop 
conditions before 
deciding the fresh 

quantum of water for 
Tamil Nadu.

NEW DELHI
 

The Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC) on 
Tuesday directed Karnataka 
to release 6,000 cusecs of 
Cauvery water daily to Tamil 
Nadu for another 15 days.

The decision was taken at a 
meeting chaired by Vineet 
Gupta, where the committee 
reviewed rainfall and crop con-
ditions in the Cauvery basin.

The committee directed 
Karnataka to release water 
from its reservoirs to ensure a 
flow of 6,000 cusecs at Bili-
gundulu from 8 am on Sep-
tember 9. The release is to 
continue for the next 15 days.

The latest direction comes 
after the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority (CWMA) 

on August 25 directed Karna-
taka to maintain a release of 
9,000 cusecs from August 25 
to September 8. The CWMA 
had endorsed the CWRC’s 
August 24 decision.

Karnataka, however, had 
appealed before the CWMA 
on September 4, seeking a re-
duction in the mandated re-
lease from 9,000 cusecs to 
2,000 cusecs.

The committee’s latest or-
der effectively requires Kar-
nataka to maintain a higher 
release than the quantum 
sought by the state.

The Cauvery water-sharing 
issue has remained a conten-
tious matter between Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu, particu-
larly during periods of uneven 
rainfall and varying water 
availability in the basin.

Key developments
The CWRC has asked Karnataka 

to release 6,000 cusecs of 
Cauvery water daily to Tamil 
Nadu for 15 days. The release 
must ensure a flow of 6,000 

cusecs at Biligundulu from 8 am 
on September 9. The direction 

followed a review of rainfall and 
crop conditions in the Cauvery 
basin. Karnataka had sought a 
reduction from 9,000 cusecs to 
2,000 cusecs before the CWMA 

on September 4.

Cauvery water release 
AUG 24 

CWRC decides on release

AUG 25 
CWMA directs 9,000 cusecs

SEPT 4 
Karnataka seeks 2,000 cusecs

SEPT 9, 8 am 
Release to be realised  

at Biligundulu

Duration 15 days

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday signalled 
that it may examine building 
safety and construction viola-
tions across the country fol-
lowing the Satya Niketan PG 
building collapse incident, 
which claimed seven lives.

A bench of Justices Ahsanu-
ddin Amanullah and R Ma-
hadevan stated it was consid-
ering taking up the issue on a 
pan-India basis and may trans-
fer the PIL pending before the 
Delhi High Court to itself.

“We already have something 
in mind. It has to be on a 
pan-India basis. We may get it 
(petition before Delhi High 
Court) transferred here. We 
will take it day after tomor-
row," the Court said.

The matter was brought be-
fore the bench by Court-ap-
pointed Amicus Curiae and 
Senior Advocate Ajit Ku-
mar Sinha, who sought 
urgent directions for 
safety inspections and 
structural audits of 
PG accommodations.

SC mulls inspection 
of PGs, hostels 
across country

Kharge 'purification' row: Cops 
file FIR after 29 days of stir

New Delhi: Twenty-nine days after a 'shudhi-
karan' ceremony was held at a venue where 
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge ad-
dressed a rally in Haldwani, the Uttarakhand 
police on Tuesday registered a case against 
those involved in the event, as Congress’ Dal-
it and tribal MPs went to Parliament Street 
police station in the national capital for filing 
an FIR. While the Uttarakhand police was quick to register a 
case against Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
for his press meet on the issue demanding an FIR, the Congress 
had been relentless in its pursuit to press charges against the 
rightwing activists who conducted the ceremony on August 10, 
two days after Kharge’s rally in Haldwani's Ramlila Maidan.

ED seeks FIR against ex-Keralam 
CM Pinarayi, daughter, son-in-law

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

Enforcement Directorate's let-
ter to the Kerala police seek-
ing registration of a corruption 
case against Keralam former 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and others has put the 
CPM leader in a tight spot. 

The development has put 
the Congress government in 
Keralam too in a political di-
lemma.

The ED letter states that the 
ongoing probe against Vi-
jayan's daughter Veena T re-
vealed that Vijayan received a 
bribe of Rs 3.28 crore from 
mining firm Cochin Minerals 
and Rutile Limited (CMRL) 
through Veena and Veena's 
husband, and former minister 
Mohamed Riyas transferred 
the funds to Dubai through 
known associates.

Hence, cases under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 
shall be registered against 
them, said the letter sent to 
Keralam police chief.

Confirming the develop-
ment, Home Minister Ramesh 
Chennithala said that the let-
ter was received by Tuesday 
noon and necessary action as 
per the norms would be taken 
after examining it.

The fresh development 

came while the CPM state sec-
retariat meeting was progress-
ing and an extended state com-
mittee meeting of the party to 
discuss the reasons for the poll 
debacle in the Assembly elec-
tions was scheduled to be held 
from September 13 to 15.

The air is thick with specu-
lations that resentment against 
Vijayan continuing to lead the 
party as opposition leader 
would come out in the open. 

Vijayan's recent critical re-
marks against the two party 
rebels of Kannur who won 
elections also did not go 
down well within the party.

For the Congress govern-
ment, taking a decision on the 
ED letter seeking registration 
of corruption cases against 
CPM leaders may require a 
tough political call as the op-
position parties at the national 
level have been alleging that 
the BJP government at the 
Centre was misusing central 
agencies against political op-
ponents.

RS 3.28 CR CMRL PAYOFF CASE

Fake PMO official, armed ‘bodyguard’ 
detained ahead of PM’s Mumbai event

Mumbai: A 24-year-old man 
posing as a PMO official and 
his armed 'bodyguard' were de-
tained at a venue in BKC area 
here where Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is scheduled to 
attend an event on Tuesday 

evening, police said.
A firearm was recovered 

from the so-called body-
guard, said a police offi-
cial. Claiming to be an 

official from the PMO, the man 
gained entry at the Nita 
Mukesh Ambani Cultural Cen-
tre in Bandra-Kurla Complex 
(BKC). Security personnel and 
police officers deployed at the 
high-security venue intercepted 
the duo after noticing their sus-
picious behavior. As the man 
could not produce any creden-
tials, he and his bodyguard 
were detained.
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BALANCING SAFETY & FLOW: B’LURU’S 
PHASED FLYOVER RESTRICTIONS 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Home Minister 
Priyank Kharge announced 
that traffic restrictions across 
major urban elevated corri-
dors will be rolled out in a 
phased manner to enhance 
commuter safety and optimize 
vehicular flow. The adminis-
tration’s calculated approach 
follows preliminary assess-
ments of several critical tran-
sit structures, ensuring that 
regulatory adjustments mini-
mize disruption for daily mo-
torists while addressing recur-
ring congestion bottlenecks.

Traffic police inspections 
indicate that initial restric-
tions implemented across four 
major elevated stretches—in-
cluding the BGS flyover, the 
Peenya flyover, and designat-
ed double-decker structures—
have successfully yielded 
smoother and more efficient 
traffic movement. However, 
distinct logistical challenges 
emerged along the Interna-
tional Airport Road elevated 
corridor spanning from Sanje-
evanagar Cross to Vidyashilpa 
Junction. Officials observed 

that mandatory diversions of 
goods vehicles, two-wheelers, 
and auto-rickshaws at up-
per-level access points created 
secondary gridlock and queu-
ing on adjacent lower-level 
service roads.

To resolve these transit con-
flicts, authorities adopted a 
measured strategy. In the first 
phase of the Airport Road 
rollout, restrictions will apply 
exclusively to heavy goods 
vehicles during officially no-
tified hours. Two-wheelers 
and auto-rickshaws retain ac-
cess to the elevated section 
for now, provided riders 
strictly observe lane disci-
pline by maintaining the left 
lane, avoiding hazardous 
overtaking, and capping 

speeds at 60 kilometers per 
hour.

A similar phased enforce-
ment framework will take ef-
fect on the Electronic City 
Elevated Corridor starting 
September 11, 2026. Heavy 
commercial and freight vehi-
cles will face immediate bans 
during peak operational win-
dows, while motorcycles and 
scooters will temporarily con-
tinue using the structure under 
close surveillance.

The Home Minister empha-
sized that enforcement teams 
will continuously monitor 
traffic density, accident rates, 
and service-road spillover ef-
fects to guide subsequent pol-
icy phases. Emphasizing a 
data-driven administrative 

philosophy, Kharge noted that 
urban transit modifications 
rely on empirical ground-lev-
el impact assessments rather 
than arbitrary mandates, en-
suring equal dedication to 
public safety and transit effi-
ciency.

PHASED FLYOVER REGULATIONS

180 endangered star 
tortoises seized in 

Bengaluru

Police file FIR against 
doctor in blackmail, 

assault case

Transparent selection: 
KEA to upload scanned 

OMR sheets online

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Customs officers in Ben-
galuru stopped a major 

wildlife crime this week by 
catching a man carrying 

180 rare star tortoises. Of-
ficials spotted the suspect 
acting strangely near Gan-
dhinagar and searched his 
bags. They found the en-
dangered animals hidden 

inside, which he planned to 
sell near Majestic. Selling 
these protected creatures 

is a serious crime under 
wildlife laws. Authorities 

took the suspect into cus-
tody and are now search-
ing for other members of 

this illegal animal traffick-
ing ring to shut down the 

entire network.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Police have filed a serious 
case against a private di-
agnostic centre doctor for 

allegedly drugging and 
raping a female colleague. 

The 30-year-old victim 
stated in her complaint that 
the accused, Yuvraj Mano-
har, attacked her with pep-
per spray last December to 
make her unconscious be-

fore committing the as-
sault. He also recorded the 

horrific act on his phone 
and used the footage to 

blackmail her into further 
abuse. Authorities regis-
tered an FIR under strict 

penal codes and an-
ti-atrocity laws, and of-

ficers are currently investi-
gating the hospital employ-
ee to uncover the full truth.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
The Karnataka Examina-

tions Authority successful-
ly conducted the written 

recruitment test for police 
constable posts in the 

armed reserve forces. Ex-
ecutive Director H. Prasan-

na stated that a massive 
80 percent of applicants 

attended the statewide ex-
amination. Officials ar-

ranged strict police security 
and monitored all three 

hundred nine centers 
through live webcasting 

from a central command 
office in Bengaluru to pre-
vent any malpractice. Fur-
thermore, authorities an-

nounced that scanned 
OMR answer sheets will be 

uploaded directly to their 
official website to ensure 
complete transparency 

throughout the entire grad-
ing and selection process.

Green gold for cattle: State 
backs 12,000 new Azolla units

Karnataka’s dairy farmers are transforming livestock feed with twelve 
thousand new Azolla production units statewide.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Department of Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services has launched a major 
initiative to help farmers 
across the state tackle green 
fodder shortages by establish-
ing 12000 Azolla production 
units. Azolla is a rich source 
of proteins and essential min-
erals, serving as an ideal sup-
plementary diet for dairy cat-
tle and calves during periods 
of rain scarcity or seasonal 
dry spells.

The state government has 
allocated a total budget of 
3.78 crore rupees to execute 
this project across 240 taluks 
spanning all 31 districts. 
Each individual unit requires 
a financial outlay of 3150  
rupees, which covers essen-
tial materials and labor costs. 
Officials noted that district 
targets are divided based on 
the number of taluks in each 
region, ensuring widespread 
rural participation. For in-
stance, Belagavi district 
leads with seven hundred fif-
ty units, followed by Vijay-
apura and Uttara Kannada. 
Smaller districts and urban 
peripheries have received 
proportionate allocations 
based on local livestock de-

mands.
Setting up an Azolla unit 

requires minimal space near 
a barn or farmhouse. The 

standard installation mea-
sures ten feet in length, four 
feet in width, and one foot in 
depth. The construction relies 
on durable components, in-
cluding a UV-stabilized 
high-density polyethylene 
sheet, a protective shade net 
with a bamboo or galvanized 
iron frame, fertile soil mixed 
with cow dung and super 
phosphate, and an initial 
Azolla culture. Additionally, 
funds cover two days of local 
labor for site preparation, in-
stallation, and initial seeding.

To maintain high stan-
dards, local authorities will 
select beneficiary farmers 
based on the availability of 
clean water to prevent con-
tamination risks. Selected 
farmers will receive compre-
hensive technical training 

covering production, harvest-
ing, cleaning, and feeding 
techniques. Implementation 
occurs through local village 
governing bodies, ensuring 
transparency via photograph-
ic records, Global Position-
ing System tracking, and dig-
ital identity documentation. 
Monthly progress reports 
will be submitted directly to 
state headquarters to monitor 
the successful expansion of 
this grass-roots agricultural 
initiative.

Project highlights
• �The Financial Plan: The 

entire project spans 240 
taluks with a total budget of 
Rs 3.78 crore. Each individ-
ual unit costs approximately 
Rs 3,150, covering both 
materials and labor.

• �District Allocations: Tar-
gets range from 750 units 
in Belagavi and 650 units 
in Vijayapura down to 200 
units in Bangalore Rural, 
based on regional scale.

• �Simple Setup: Built com-
pactly at 10 feet long and 4 
feet wide, units require just a 
UV-stabilized HDPE sheet, 
shade net, fertile soil, cow 
dung, and starter culture.

Component  
description Cost (INR)<G�

UV-Stabilized 
HDPE Sheet  
(450 GSM)

1,350

80% Shade Net & 
Bamboo/GI Frame 650

Soil, Cow Dung & 
Super Phosphate 

Mix
250

Azolla Starter  
Culture (2 kg) 200

Labor Cost  
(2 days for setup) 700

Total Per Unit 3,150

Unit cost breakdown

One state, many 
worlds: K’taka launches 

tourism awards 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
In a landmark policy initiative 
designed to elevate industry 
standards and celebrate local-
ized excellence, the Karnata-
ka State Tourism Department 
has formally announced the 
establishment of the inaugural 
'Karnataka Tourism Awards 
2026'. Spearheaded by Energy 
and Tourism Minister K.J. 
G e o rg e ,  t h i s  p r e m i e r 
state-level program represents 
the first comprehensive 
awards initiative in the de-
partment's history dedicated 
to honoring outstanding insti-
tutions, visionary entrepre-
neurs, hospitality innovators, 
and dedicated individuals 
who drive the region's vast 
leisure and commercial travel 
ecosystem.

Designed under the admin-
istrative umbrella of the 
state’s globally recognized 
'One State, Many Worlds' 
brand architecture, the awards 
seek to map, evaluate, and re-
ward exceptional achieve-
ments across all thirty-one 
districts of Karnataka. Orga-
nized in close strategic collab-
oration with the Karnataka 
Tourism Society, the initiative 
provides a robust, multi-tiered 
platform engineered to high-
light service excellence, oper-
ational innovation, environ-
mental sustainability, and 

meaningful community inte-
gration within the state's 
sprawling travel economy.

Karnataka Tourism Society 
President K. Shyamaraju em-
phasized that the overarching 
vision of the initiative is to 
establish a fiercely credible, 
meritocratic evaluation frame-
work. By instituting transpar-
ent benchmarks, the platform 
aims to systematically en-
hance service quality, profes-
sional accountability, and vis-
itor satisfaction across every 
tier of the state's hospitality 
and transport sectors.

To ensure exhaustive sec-
toral coverage, the program 
features thirty-five distinct 
awards distributed evenly 
across five major operational 
categories.

Karnataka launched its 
inaugural Tourism 

Awards 2026 to honor 
excellence, sustainability, 

and innovation across 
thirty-one districts under 

the state brand.

Minister Khader warns E-commerce 
platforms over expired goods 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

In a major crackdown on illic-
it supply chains operating 
within the digital commerce 
ecosystem, health authorities 
in Bengaluru have carried out 
a series of intensive raids tar-
geting dark stores and e-com-
merce fulfillment centers. The 
operations, spearheaded by 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration under the guidance of 
senior departmental leader-
ship, exposed a widespread 
distribution network traffick-
ing in expired medicines, mis-
labeled food products, and 
unlicensed pharmaceuticals. 
Officials successfully seized a 
massive cache of compro-
mised goods valued at ap-
proximately 1.43 crore ru-
pees, prompting immediate 
facility closures and swift 
regulatory action against the 
corporate entities involved.

The investigation was trig-
gered by mounting consumer 
complaints and investigative 
reports circulating across 
mainstream media and digital 
social platforms, which high-
lighted how unscrupulous op-
erators were systematically 
altering packaging and tam-
pering with expiration dates 

on consumable goods. Health 
Minister UT Khader ad-
dressed the media following 
the raids, delivering a stern 
warning that the state admin-
istration maintains a zero-tol-
erance policy toward any 
commercial negligence or il-
legal practices that directly 
jeopardize public health and 
safety.

Detailed inspections across 
multiple high-capacity logis-
tical hubs revealed staggering 
quantities of substandard in-
ventory. 

At a major dark store facil-
ity located in Devanahalli, 
enforcement teams confiscat-
ed mislabeled food items 
worth fourteen lakh rupees, 
alongside expired consumable 
goods valued at ten lakh ru-
pees and unauthorized medi-
cines totaling two lakh fif-

ty-four thousand rupees. A 
subsequent raid at another 
major logistics warehouse sit-
uated in Anekal taluk uncov-
ered additional violations, 
yielding nineteen lakh rupees 
in mislabeled foodstuffs, thir-
teen lakh rupees in expired 
products, and one lakh fif-
ty-seven thousand rupees in 
unlicensed pharmaceutical 
stock.

Investigators uncovered a 
disturbing commercial pattern 
where operators aggressively 
procured expired or near-ex-
piry merchandise at heavily 
discounted wholesale rates 
from various liquidators.

Raid highlights
• �Total Seizure Value: Illicit and 

expired stock worth ID1.43 crore  
confiscated.

• �Primary Targets: E-commerce 
fulfillment hubs, dark stores, and 
local distribution centers.

• �Common Violations: Relabeling 
expired items, selling unlicenced 
medicines, and storing goods in 
unsanitary conditions.

• �Official Stance: Immediate fa-
cility shutdowns and strict 
criminal proceedings initiated 
against offenders.

Implementation 
highlights

• �Phased Approach: 
Restrictions introduced 
gradually after assessing 
actual traffic impact and 
ground conditions.

• �Airport Road Corridor: 
Goods vehicles divert-
ed to lower roads while 
two-wheelers and auto-rick-
shaws remain permitted 
under strict speed caps.

• �Electronic City Corridor: 
Phase one goods vehicle 
restrictions take effect start-
ing September 11, 2026.

• �Safety Mandates: 
Two-wheeler riders must 
adhere to the left lane, avoid 
risky overtakes, and keep 
speeds under 60 kmph.

HC quashes Pradosh's 
pardon in murder case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

In a significant legal develop-
ment impacting the high-pro-
file Renukaswamy murder 
case, the Karnataka High 
Court has formally quashed a 
lower court order that had 
previously permitted the 14th 
accused, named Pradosh, to 
turn approver and become a 
pardon witness. A judicial 
bench presided over by Jus-
tice M. Nagaprasanna deliv-
ered the partial verdict fol-
lowing a criminal 
petition filed by ac-
tor Darshan, who is 
listed as the second 
accused in the ongo-
ing criminal pro-
ceedings. The High 
Court has instructed the trial 
court to review the procedural 
framework and issue a fresh, 
legally compliant order within 
one week, explicitly mandat-
ing that the rectification of 
administrative omissions must 
take place without necessitat-
ing a complete retrial of the 
underlying matters.

The legal challenge centered 
on the controversial manner in 
which the trial court evaluated 
the application to grant tender 
of pardon under criminal pro-

cedure rules. During the appel-
late proceedings, legal counsel 
representing the petitioner ar-
gued vigorously that the lower 
court committed a grave pro-
cedural error by soliciting and 
relying upon a background 
report compiled by a proba-
tionary officer concerning Pra-
dosh's personal life and socie-
tal standing. The contested 
report had detailed domestic 
information—noting that the 
accused was a married family 
man supporting his mother 

and two daughters, 
maintaining a steady 
employment record 
in the private sector, 
and exhibiting an al-
legedly unblemished 
social reputation.

Defense advocates contend-
ed that utilizing a probation-
ary officer's assessment to 
evaluate a tender of pardon is 
fundamentally contrary to es-
tablished criminal jurispru-
dence. 

They emphasized that stat-
utory provisions governing 
probationary reports are legal-
ly  confined s t r ic t ly  to 
post-conviction sentencing 
stages—specifically concern-
ing the potential release of 
convicted offenders.

HIGH COURT

Court grants  
2 day police 
custody for 

Prajwal Revanna 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The judicial machinery in Kar-
nataka has intensified its scru-
tiny surrounding prison securi-
ty lapses after a local court 
granted a two-day police custo-
dy order for former parliamen-
tarian and convicted sex of-
fender Prajwal Revanna along-
side co-accused Pratap Roy. 
The formal judicial directive, 
issued by the 42nd Additional 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate 
Court in Bengaluru, comes as 
law enforcement agencies dig 
deeper into an unauthorized 
communication network dis-
covered within the high-securi-
ty confines of Parappana Agra-
hara Central Prison. Investiga-
tors are working to trace the 
exact supply chain and internal 
assistance that enabled the con-
traband device to reach the 
high-profile inmate. The ongo-
ing penal investigation stems 
from a targeted raid conducted 
on August 11 by the Central 
Crime Branch police. During 
the sweep of the prison blocks, 
enforcement officers recovered 
a hidden smartphone directly 
from the barracks occupied by 
Prajwal Revanna.

Minister 
Chaluvarayaswamy 
slams CWRC water 

release directive

An epitome of grace and compassion: 
Celebrating the Nativity of Mary

-SHARON FAUSTINA J

CH NEWS, Bengaluru 
 

Every year on September 8th, 
millions across the globe 
pause to celebrate the Feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. In a world fre-
quently fractured by division, 
strife, and uncertainty, this 
ancient celebration offers a 
profound moment for univer-
sal reflection. Mary, the moth-
er of Jesus Christ, stands as 
an enduring emblem of hope, 
faith, and quiet strength vir-
tues that transcend theological 
boundaries and resonate deep-
ly within human hearts.

The historical and spiritual 
narrative of Mary begins long 
before the events of the New 
Testament unfold. Born to 
Saint Joachim and Saint Anne 
according to Christian tradi-
tion, her arrival represents a 
pivotal chapter in sacred his-
tory. 

For centuries, artists, poets, 
and theologians have sought 
to capture her essence. Yet, 
her most powerful legacy lies 
in her profound humility and 
unwavering courage. When 
called upon to embrace an ex-
traordinary divine destiny, her 

answer was not one of hesita-
tion, but of radical acceptance 
and grace.

Mary’s life was defined by 
a devotion that extended far 
beyond passive virtue. As a 
mother, she experienced the 
full spectrum of human joy 
and deep tragedy. From the 
humble manger in Bethlehem 
to the stark sorrow at the foot 
of the Cross, her journey re-
flects the deep emotional 
landscape of parenthood and 
human vulnerability. She re-
mains a comforting symbol 
for those enduring sorrow, 
reminding us that empathy 
and silent endurance possess 
their own transformative 
power. 

Beyond her foundational 
role in Christianity, Mary oc-
cupies a unique and honored 
place across diverse cultures 
and faiths. 

This shared veneration 
highlights her rare capacity to 
act as a bridge between differ-
ent religious traditions. In an 
era where cultural and ideo-
logical divides often dominate 
public discourse, her memory 
serves as a reminder of our 
shared values compassion, 
humility, and devotion to the 
common good.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Political and administrative 
friction has intensified across 
Karnataka following the latest 
directive from regulatory au-
thorities mandating the daily 
release of 6000 cusecs of 
Cauvery river water to neigh-
boring Tamil Nadu. State Wa-
ter Resources Minister N. 
Chaluvarayaswamy expressed 
profound dissatisfaction with 
the ruling, labeling the man-
dated water transfer as com-
pletely unjustified and logis-
tically untenable given the 
severe hydrological deficits 
currently impacting the Cau-
very basin reservoirs.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the state capital, Min-
ister Chaluvarayaswamy de-
tailed the arguments presented 
by Karnataka's technical del-
egations during the proceed-
ings of the Cauvery Water 
Regulation Committee. While 
Tamil Nadu had initially 
pressed an aggressive claim 
for seventeen thousand cusecs 
daily.
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Gadag bans DJs during Ganesh festival celebrations
GADAG 

 
A peace meeting was held at 
the District Collector’s Of-
fice auditorium ahead of the 
Ganesh festival to discuss 
arrangements and maintain 
peace and public order in 
Gadag city. 

More than 180 members 
of public Ganesh festival 
boards attended the meeting.

District Superintendent of 
Police Mithun H.N., who 
chaired the meeting, urged 
organisers to celebrate the 
festival peacefully and avoid 
activities that could disturb 
law and order. He said or-
ganisers must ensure that 

celebrations do not create 
problems for residents or af-
fect traffic movement.

The SP also warned organ-
isers against putting up plac-
ards in public places without 

permission. He said those 
wishing to install placards 
must obtain prior approval 
from the authorities. Organ-
isers will also be responsible 
for removing the placards 
after the festival and ensur-
ing that public spaces are 
cleared.

A major point of discus-
sion was the complete ban 
on DJs during this year’s 
Ganesh festival. 

The SP said only small 
speakers would be permit-
ted, while large DJ sound 
systems would not be al-
lowed under any circum-
stances.

 The decision disappointed 

many young people, while 
several Hindu leaders pres-
ent at the meeting strongly 
objected to the ban.

The leaders argued that if 
DJs are prohibited, the rule 
should be applied across the 
country rather than only in 
Gadag. Officials, including 
Additional District Magis-
trate Durgesh and Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
Murtuza Qadri, attended the 
meeting. Representatives of 
Hindu and Muslim commu-
nities also took part, high-
lighting the shared responsi-
bility of organisers and au-
thorities to ensure peaceful 
celebrations.

FESTIVITIES UNDER WATCH

Amminabavi Seer 
celebrations to include 

Thulabhara Seva

Power outage 
planned across 

Koppal areas 

Arya Vaishya 
Corporation invites 

loan applications 

DHARWAD 
The 93rd birth anniver-

sary of senior Shantalin-
ga Shivacharya Swamiji 

of Amminabavi San-
sthan Panchagriha Hire-
math will be celebrated 

on September 10 at 
10.30 am. Abhinava 

Shantalinga Shivachar-
ya Swamiji will attend, 
while Sri Mallikarjuna 

Shivacharya Swamiji of 
Savadatti Moolimath 

will be the chief guest. 
The senior seer entered 

monastic life in 1939 
and has devoted dec-
ades to Shiva worship 
and spiritual practices. 

He also supported edu-
cation by establishing 

Sreeshanteshwara 
Paudha School in 1965 
and a Kannada primary 
school in 1991. Devotees 

will offer Thulabhara 
Seva and 108 Muthaid-
eyas. A special Dasoha 

Seva will also be ar-
ranged during the cele-

brations.

KOPPAL 
Several areas under Betag-

era, Talakal and Alavandi 
substations will face a 

power outage on Septem-
ber 10 due to emergency 

maintenance work, 
GESCOM officials said. 

Power supply will remain 
suspended from 10 am to 4 
pm in areas served by vari-
ous feeders from the three 
substations. The affected 

locations include Moranala, 
Bochanahalli, Hanakunti, 
Tigari, Neeralgi, Kataraki, 

Mattura, Bisaralli, Betageri, 
Dambralli, Halageri, Vada-

ganal, Dadegal, Bhairapura, 
Halavagali, Belagatti, Kav-
alur, Alavandi and Hyder-
nagar. Officials requested 
public cooperation during 
the maintenance period. If 
work finishes early, supply 
may resume sooner. Resi-
dents were advised not to 
undertake electrical repair 

work during the outage.

HAVERI 
The Karnataka Arya 

Vaishya Community Devel-
opment Corporation has 

invited online applications 
for various loan schemes 

for 2026-27. Eligible appli-
cants can seek financial 

assistance under the 
Self-Employment Direct 

Loan Scheme, Arya 
Vaishya Food Channel 
Scheme in partnership 

with banks, Vasavi Ganga 
Kalyan Scheme and Arivu 
Educational Direct Loan 

Scheme. Applicants must 
submit their applications 

online by October 15, 2026. 
The corporation advised 

eligible members to apply 
before the deadline and 

make use of the available 
facilities. For further details 
and assistance, applicants 
can contact the corpora-
tion’s helpline numbers, 

9448451111 or 9611612302, 
according to a statement 

issued by the district man-
ager.

Rayareddy says lake 
works will begin shortly
Rayareddy said Yelaburga taluk was likely to be declared fully 
drought-affected in the third list, following the first two lists

KOPPAL
 

Work to fill 34 lakes in Yela-
burga and Kukunoor taluks 
will begin within the next 15 
to 20 days, Higher Education 
Minister Basavaraj Rayareddy 
said on Tuesday.

 He made the announce-
ment during public consulta-
tion programmes held in Gun-
nal, Talakeri, Hirevankalkunta 
and Balootagi villages. The 
Rs. 970-crore lake-filling 
project has completed its ten-
der process, and work orders 
will soon be issued to con-
tractors. The minister said the 
Chief Minister and other lead-
ers would be invited for the 
inauguration.

Rayareddy said Yelaburga 
taluk was likely to be de-
clared fully drought-affected 
in the third list, following the 
first two lists. He assured 
farmers that the government 
would take steps to provide 
relief during the difficult peri-
od. He also asked officials to 
resolve public complaints 
quickly and said addressing 
the problems of ordinary peo-
ple was an important respon-
sibility of the administration.

Several education and in-
frastructure projects were also 
inaugurated or launched 
during the programmes. The 
newly built Gunnal Govern-
ment Pre-University College 
building and furniture, costing 
Rs. 2.5 crore, were dedicated 
to the public. A 100-seat girls' 
hostel will be sanctioned for 
students. Gunnal Polytechnic 
College will receive Rs. 10 
crore under Asian Develop-
ment Bank and World Bank 
projects, while five acres of 
land will be acquired. A wel-
fare hall costing Rs. 5 crore 
and Valmiki Bhavan costing 
Rs. 1 crore are also planned. 
About Rs. 20 crore to Rs. 25 
crore is being spent on the 
Skill Development Centre at 

Talakal Engineering College.
Other works included two 

classrooms at Bukanatti Gov-
ernment Lower Primary 
School, costing Rs. 30 lakh, 
and four classrooms at Hirev-
ankalkunta Government High 
School, costing Rs. 60 lakh. 
Foundation stones were laid 
for a Rs. 3.5-crore bridge over 
the Kallabhavi stream and a 
Rs. 1-crore CC road and 
drainage project in Hosalli. 
Four classrooms costing Rs. 
60 lakh were inaugurated at 
Balootagi Government High 
School, along with a Rs. 

1.8-crore bridge-cum-barrage 
near the village.Officials said 
Gunnal PU College has en-
rolled 77 first-year students 
this academic year and offers 
Arts, Commerce and Science 
courses. The college has a 
playground, laboratories and 
sanctioned teaching posts. 
Villagers, farmers and local 
leaders attended the meetings 
and submitted their concerns. 
With drought affecting the re-
gion, residents hope the lake 
project and other works will 
bring lasting relief and devel-
opment.

Lake Development 34 lakes to be filled 
within 15–20 days

Project Cost ₹970-crore lake-
filling project tender 
completed

Drought Relief Yelaburga likely 
declared drought-
affected in third list

Education 
Infrastructure

₹10 crore allocated for 
Gunnal Polytechnic 
development

Skill Development ₹20–25 crore being 
spent on Skill Centre

Infrastructure Works Roads, bridges, 
drainage and 
classrooms launched

Yelaburga-Kukunoor development projects

Bheemanna Naik 
promises action on 
rural land problems
SIDDAPUR

 
Sirsi-Siddapur MLA Bhee-
manna Naik said he would 
stand with the people over a 
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Department deci-
sion concerning government 
land encroachments, house 
numbers and property taxes in 
gram panchayat areas.

Speaking at a meeting on 
forming Bharat Jodo Yuva 
Sanghas and Gram Pancha-
yat-level guarantee commit-
tees, Naik said more than 80 
percent of Uttara Kannada 
district is covered by forests. 
He noted that many gram 
panchayats and government 
buildings are located on areas 
classified as encroachments.

Naik said cancelling house 
numbers and stopping tax col-
lection could create serious 
difficulties for residents and 
become a question of survival 
for people in the district. He 
said he would meet the Chief 
Minister and the concerned 
minister to explain the situa-
tion and request that the deci-
sion be withdrawn.

He also urged young people 
to register Bharat Jodo Yuva 
Sanghas, saying technical 
problems related to servers 
and networks had affected 
registrations in some pancha-
yats. He said the government 
provides an annual grant of 
Rs 10 lakh to each association 
for youth activities and vil-
lage development, and urged 

members to use the funds 
properly.

Naik further advised people 
who face technical problems 
while registering as voters 
through the SIR process to 
approach election officials if 
they receive notices. He also 
opposed the proposed imple-
mentation of the Kasturiran-
gan report in the region, say-
ing the state government had 
rejected it six times and 
would continue opposing it. 
Taluk Guarantee Implementa-
tion Committee president 
K.G. Nagaraj and other lead-
ers attended the meeting. 
Naik assured residents that 
their elected representatives 
would continue supporting 
them on these issues.

Naik warned that 
cancelling house 

numbers and halting tax 
collection could threaten 

residents’ livelihoods, 
and said he would urge 

the Chief  Minister to 
withdraw the decision

Hebbalkar inaugurates major 
road development projects

BELAGAVI
 

Former minister and Belagavi 
Rural MLA Lakshmi Heb-
balkar inaugurated road de-
velopment works worth 
around Rs 11 crore in several 
parts of the constituency on 
Tuesday, promising better 
connectivity and smoother 
daily travel for residents.

Hebbalkar  per formed 
bhoomi puja and launched 
new road construction and 
improvement works in areas 
including Chikkubag, Sahy-
adri Nagar and Ashraya Col-
ony. She said good roads are 
essential for the overall devel-
opment of any locality and 
make travel easier for stu-
dents, employees, business 
owners and other residents.

She said infrastructure de-
velopment is being given pri-
ority in both rural areas and 
layouts located close to the 
city. New roads, repairs to ex-
isting roads, drainage facili-
ties and other basic works are 
being taken up in phases 
based on local needs and pub-
lic demands.

Hebbalkar also directed of-
ficials and contractors to 
maintain high standards while 
carrying out the projects. She 
stressed that public money 
must be used responsibly and 
that road quality should not 
be compromised. 

Contractors were asked to 
finish the works within the 
scheduled time and make the 
roads available to the public 
without unnecessary delays.
Officials were also instructed 
to take steps to reduce incon-
venience during construction 

and ensure proper mainte-
nance after completion.

 Local residents said the 
projects addressed long-stand-
ing demands and would im-
prove traffic movement and 
connectivity between settle-
ments.

 Party leaders, activists, of-
ficials, contractors and mem-
bers of the public attended the 
programme and welcomed the 
launch, expressing hope that 
the new roads would bring 
lasting improvement to the 
area.

BELAGAVI RURAL ROADS GET RS 9 CRORE BOOST
Former minister and MLA Lakshmi Hebbalkar launched 

two rural road projects worth Rs 9 crore on Tuesday, 
performing Bhoomi Pooja ceremonies in the Belagavi 

constituency. The Belavatti-Karle-Kavalevadi connect-
ing road will be built at Rs 5 crore, improving travel for 
villagers, farmers and the public. Another Rs 4 crore 

project will connect Kudremani and Sonoli, supporting 
daily movement and strengthening local infrastructure. 
Hebbalkar said village progress remains central to con-
stituency development and promised better roads and 
essential facilities. The launches followed another Rs 

11 crore road project in Chikkubag, taking the day’s total 
road works to Rs 20 crore.

HIGHLIGHTS
D11 crore road development 

works launched Tuesday

New roads, repairs and drainage 
works prioritized

Projects cover Chikkubag, Sahy-
adri Nagar, Ashraya Colony

Projects respond to long-stand-
ing local public demands

Fourteen children 
rescued during Koppal 

child labour drive
KOPPAL

 
Authorities rescued 14 chil-
dren during an intensified op-
eration against child labour in 
Koppal district between June 
and August 2026.

 The drive was conducted 
under the Pan-India Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Campaign 
4.0, organised by the National 
Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights as part of World 
Day Against Child Labour.

Following directions issued 
at a district-level meeting 
chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Suresh B. Itnal on 
June 5, teams from the Labour 
Department, District Child 
Labour Project, Child Help-
line-1098 and other depart-
ments carried out inspections 
across urban and rural areas.
The rescued children were 
found working at hotels, pawn 
shops, garages, automobile 
shops, metal goods outlets and 
chicken centres. Some were 
also found involved in sheep 
herding. 

Rescues were reported from 
Koppal, Yelaburga, Kukanoor, 
Alavandi, Karatagi, Ganga-

vathi and Munirabad during 
the campaign.Of the 14 chil-
dren rescued, 12 were adoles-
cent workers and two were 
child labourers. All were pro-
duced before the District 
Child Welfare Committee, 
which initiated rehabilitation 
and education measures to 
help them return to main-
stream life. Authorities have 
also begun legal action against 
employers who allegedly em-
ployed children illegally.Nine 
cases have been registered so 
far in different courts, while 
action in the remaining cases 
is underway. Project Director 
Basavaraj Hiregoudra regis-
tered six cases, while Labour 
Inspectors Manjula and Nive-
dita registered three cases. 
Officials and staff from sever-
al departments, including 
Child Helpline-1098 and 
Spandana Sanstha, participat-
ed in the operation. Authori-
ties appealed to the public to 
report cases of child labour to 
the concerned departments or 
Child Helpline-1098, stressing 
that community support is es-
sential to protect children and 
keep them in school.

Haveri nears 95 
percent literacy 

milestone
HAVERI

 
Literacy helps people gain 
knowledge, earn respect and 
build a better life, District 
Adult Education Officer 
B.M. Bevinamarada said on 
Tuesday. 

Speaking at the 60th Inter-
national Literacy Day cele-
bration and Literacy Fort-
night Programme 2026-27 at 
the District Collector’s Of-
fice, he urged everyone to 
help make their families and 
communities literate.

Bevinamarada said more 
than three lakh people in 
Haveri district have become 
literate since 2011. A district 
with literacy above 95 per-
cent is considered fully liter-
ate in the state, and Haveri 
has made significant prog-
ress towards reaching that 
level. The process of offi-
cially declaring the district 
fully literate is now under-
way, he said. He added that 
literacy means more than 
reading and writing, as it 
also helps people understand 
their rights, duties and re-
sponsibilities.

Belagavi walkathon spreads message of eye donation
BELAGAVI

 
A special awareness walkathon 
was organised in Belagavi on 
Tuesday as part of the 41st Na-
tional Eye Donation Fortnight, 
encouraging people to donate 
their eyes and help restore sight 
to those affected by corneal 
blindness.The rally began in 
the morning at Rani Channam-
ma Circle and concluded at the 
M.M. Joshi Kodkani Eye Cen-
tre in Ayodhya. Hundreds of 
medical professionals, volun-
teers, students, citizens and 
members of various public or-
ganisations joined the event 
and walked through the city 

while carrying banners and 
raising slogans supporting eye 
donation.The programme was 
jointly supported by the District 
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, District Health and Family 
Welfare Department, District 
Blindness Control Department 
and Taluk Health Officer’s Of-
fice. Lions International, Rota-
ry Club, Belagavi Ophthalmic 
Society, M.M. Joshi Kodkani 
Eye Centre and SGM Eye 
Bank also took part in the 
awareness campaign.

Dr. Geeta Kamble, District 
Ophthalmic Officer and Pro-
gramme Officer, along with Dr. 
M.M. Joshi Kodkani, Medical 

Director of Kodkani Eye Cen-
tre, and Shilpa Kodkani inau-
gurated the rally by hoisting the 
flag. Students from several ed-
ucational institutions, including 
Al Iqra Foundation, Lakeview 
Nursing College and Expert PU 
College, also participated en-
thusiastically.

The organisers said such pro-
grammes can help remove 
doubts about eye donation and 
encourage more families to 
come forward. The campaign 
highlighted that donating eyes 
after death can give another 
person the precious gift of vi-
sion and bring hope to families 
affected by blindness.

Gaviyappa 
reviews progress 
at Vijayanagara 
district hospital

HOSPET
 

Vijayanagara MLA H.R. 
Gaviyappa inspected the on-
going work at the new dis-
trict hospital in Hospet, as 
preparations continued for its 
proposed inauguration. The 
visit focused on construction 
progress, medical facilities 
and equipment being in-
stalled across different de-
partments of the long-await-
ed hospital.

The hospital project has 
moved forward, but the pace 
of work has remained slow, 
raising concerns among resi-
dents who have been waiting 
for better healthcare services. 
Officials are now making ar-
rangements to complete the 
remaining work and ensure 
that the hospital is ready to 
open.

During the inspection, 
Gaviyappa reviewed several 
sections and sought details 
from officials about the work 
completed so far. He also ex-
amined the medical infra-
structure and the installation 
of equipment, while discuss-
ing preparations required be-
fore the facility can begin 
serving patients.

District Health Education 
Officer Dr. Lingaraj and Dis-
trict Surgeon Dr. Shankar 
Naik briefed the MLA on the 
hospital’s current status. 
They explained the arrange-
ments underway, including 
equipment installation, and 
shared information about the 
steps being taken to prepare 
the facility for its opening.
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Doha hosts musical tribute to legendary S. Janaki
CH NEWS,Bengaluru

 
The Indian Cultural Cen-
tre (ICC), Qatar, in asso-
ciation with the Embassy 
of India, organised a spe-
c ia l  musical  evening, 
‘Janaki Smrithi,’ at the 
Ashoka Auditorium to 
honour legendary play-
back singer S. Janaki and 
celebrate her lasting con-
tribution to Indian music.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
brought together music 
lovers and singers for a 
memorable tribute to the 
c e l e b r a t e d  v o c a l i s t , 
whose  vo i ce  ha s  r e -
mained popular across 

generations. Singers pre-
sented some of her best-
known songs in Kannada, 
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu and 
Malayalam, reflecting the 

wide range of languages 
in  which  she  c rea ted 
memorable music.

Karnataka Sangha Qa-
tar actively participated 

in the event and present-
ed a selection of ever-
green Kannada songs as-
sociated with S. Janaki. 

The performances re-
ceived enthusiastic ap-
plause from the audience, 
with music lovers appre-
ciating the singers for 
keeping the beauty of her 
songs alive through their 
renditions.Addressing the 
gathering, ICC President 
A.P. Manikantan recalled 
S. Janaki’s remarkable 
contribution to Indian 
cinema and the music in-
dustry. He praised her 
distinctive voice, versa-
tility and singing style, 

saying her music contin-
ues to remain close to the 
hearts of millions of lis-
teners.Karnataka Sangha 
Qatar President Subrah-
manya Hebbagelu, mem-
bers  of  the  managing 
committee and prominent 
members of the Indian 
community attended the 
programme. The evening 
provided an opportunity 
for the audience to re-
member the legendary 
singer through music and 
celebrate a remarkable 
artistic legacy that con-
tinues to inspire singers 
and music lovers across 
generations.

CELEBRATING A LEGEND

Gadag job drive
 offers direct 

interviews

Mandya areas 
face power 

cut 

Youth suffers electric 
shock while plucking 

coconuts

CH NEWS, GADAG 
The District Employ-

ment Exchange Office, 
Gadag, will conduct a 
direct interview on Fri-

day, September 11, at 10 
am. The interview will 
be held at Room 215, 
second floor, District 

Administration Building. 
Eminent H.R. Solution 
Private Limited, Ben-

galuru, will recruit oper-
ators. Candidates with 
ITI, diploma or any de-
gree qualification, aged 

18 to 30, can apply. Both 
men and women are eli-
gible, with selected can-
didates working in Ben-

galuru. Applicants 
should bring copies of 

educational mark 
sheets, two resumes 

and an Aadhaar copy. 
Registration is compul-
sory and can be com-

pleted on the interview 
day. Yuvanidhi benefi-

ciaries must also attend. 
For details, contact offi-
cials on 6363330688 or 

9686920883.

MANDYA
Several areas in Mandya 

district will face power out-
ages on September 9 and 
10, from 9.30 am to 6.30 

pm, due to emergency elec-
trical work. The affected ar-
eas under V.C. Farm Power 
Distribution Centre include 
V.C. Farm, Malligere, Mad-
achakanahalli, Machahalli, 

Hadya, Hullenahalli, 
Devarayapatna, Jayapura, 
Huchegoudanahalli, Hulik-
ere, Hulikerekoppalu and 

Kammanayakanahalli. Are-
as served by the Kolkarana-
doddy centre’s Pura feeder 

will also be affected, includ-
ing Tee Malligere, Taggahalli, 
Haluvadi, Pura, Marasingan-
ahalli, Thimmanahosur, Lok-

sar, Cheeranahalli, Hani-
yambadi, Mangala, San-
thekasalagere and Heb-

bakavadi. Officials request-
ed public cooperation during 

the maintenance work.

BIDAR
An 18-year-old youth suf-
fered serious injuries after 

coming into contact with an 
overhead power line while 
attempting to pluck coco-
nuts for a Shravan month 

puja at Sultanpur village.The 
injured youth has been iden-

tified as Bhagawant, 18, of 
Sultanpur. He had climbed a 
coconut tree near the Hanu-
man temple to pluck coco-
nuts required for religious 

rituals and cleaning activi-
ties at the temple premises.

According to reports, 
Bhagawant was using an 
iron rod to bring down the 

coconuts when the rod acci-
dentally came into contact 

with a nearby overhead 
power line. He suffered a 
severe electric shock and 
fell during the incident.Vil-

lagers who noticed the inci-
dent immediately rescued 

him and shifted him to a pri-
vate hospital in Bidar city. 

Mandya health officials 
told to use funds properly
Nandini directed strict fund utilization for health programmes, regular reviews, 

and effective delivery of grants to beneficiaries through healthcare centres
CH NEWS, MANDYA 

 
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Nandini K.R. di-
rected District Health Depart-
ment officials to use govern-
ment funds properly and fol-
low prescribed rules while 
implementing various health 
programmes. She was speak-
ing at a review meeting held 
at the Zilla Panchayat mini 
hall.

Nandini said funds released 
for maternal and child health, 
vaccination, nutrition and 
family welfare must be spent 
only for their intended pur-
poses. Programme officers 
and Taluk Health Officers 
should regularly review 
spending, work plans and 
progress. Grants provided to 
primary and community 
health centres must reach ben-
eficiaries effectively.She 
stressed that no eligible per-
son should be denied health 
services because of a shortage 
of funds. If additional money 
is needed because of in-
creased demand, officials 
should submit written propos-
als with supporting docu-
ments. Health centres must 
maintain adequate medicines, 
laboratory tests and other es-
sential supplies. Where tests 
cannot be conducted locally, 
arrangements should be made 
to collect samples and com-
plete testing without delay.

The CEO also instructed 

officials to maintain transpar-
ency in tender procedures, 
from inviting bids to evalua-
tion. Any delay or need for 
special approval must be prop-
erly recorded in writing. She 
said staff transfers and assign-
ments should follow govern-
ment rules, while officials 
should resolve matters at their 
own level whenever possible.
Nandini further asked officers 

to review the need, usage, traf-
fic and maintenance costs of 
vehicles used for health pro-
grammes. She said administra-
tive procedures should never 
disrupt public healthcare, par-
ticularly services for pregnant 
women, mothers and children. 
District Health and Family 
Welfare Department officials, 
Taluk Health Officers and oth-
er staff attended the meeting, 

where programme progress, 
grants, staffing, tenders and 
service delivery were re-
viewed. She urged all officials 
to work together so govern-
ment health facilities reach 
people promptly and effective-
ly.

CEO URGES FASTER 
RURAL LIVELIHOOD 

CENTRE ROLLOUT
Zilla Panchayat Chief 

Executive Officer Nan-
dini K.R. directed taluk 
committees to speed 
up livelihood service 

centres under the Na-
tional Rural Livelihood 

Mission. She said at 
least one centre in each 
taluk should begin work 

by September, pro-
duce a locally sourced 
value-added product 
and take it to market. 

Officials were asked to 
assess local resources, 

production capacity and 
demand, while ensur-

ing quality, food safety, 
packaging, branding 

and marketing. Centres 
should have proper 

water, electricity, roads 
and security. Interested 
self-help group women 
should receive training 
and participate in pro-

duction.

MANDYA REVIEWS AID APPLICATIONS FOR LAW 
GRADUATES

Officials reviewed applications from law graduates 
seeking monthly financial assistance under the Minori-
ty Welfare Department. Zilla Panchayat CEO Nandini 

K.R. chaired the meeting and directed officials to verify 
qualifications and documents carefully. Applicants 

must hold a law degree, pass the required examination 
and meet conditions for legal practice. Officials report-
ed no objections to selecting candidates with complete 

documents and required qualifications. Nandini also 
stressed effective legal services across Mandya district 

and urged lawyers to maintain proper work records. 
Selected lawyers were asked to protect government in-
terests and handle responsibilities carefully. Senior Civil 

Judge Anand Kumar and other officials attended.

New DC Promises 
Distric-twide 

Development Push
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

 
New Deputy Commissioner 
S. Ramya has said the district 
administration will focus on 
the overall development of 
Chitradurga and respond 
quickly to public concerns 
highlighted by newspapers 
and the media. Speaking at an 
introductory meeting with 
journalists at her office on 
Tuesday, she said media re-
ports would receive the ad-
ministration's attention and 
help identify problems requir-
ing immediate action.

Ramya said drought had 
been declared in three taluks 
according to central govern-
ment standards. A report on 
rainfall shortage and weather 
conditions would be submit-
ted for the remaining taluks. 
She also said action would be 
taken on Bagar Hukum appli-
cations to protect poor and 
deserving farmers who have 
depended on land for their 
livelihood for decades. Pend-
ing Form 57 applications 
would be examined, while 
earlier Forms 50 and 53 appli-
cations would be settled ac-
cording to rules.

The Deputy Commissioner 
expressed concern over mal-
nutrition among pregnant 
women and children and the 
rising number of girls missing 
education. She identified Mo-
lakalmuru as the district's 
most economically and so-
cially backward taluk, where 
many girls reportedly do not 
attend school and malnutri-
tion remains serious. Ramya 
said traditional knowledge 
about nutritious food, includ-
ing greens, vegetables, jowar 
and ragi, was declining 
among younger generations. 
She stressed the need for edu-
cation and awareness among 
girls in schools and colleges 
to improve family health and 
living standards.

On drinking water, Ramya 
said illegal tapping from main 

pipelines supplying urban ar-
eas would be controlled 
through water meters. She 
also promised action against 
lake pollution. Sewage enter-
ing lakes through under-
ground drainage systems 
would be examined, and tech-
nical measures would be in-
troduced to prevent wastewa-
ter from reaching water bod-
ies. She assured residents that 
the health concerns of chil-
dren at a government school 
near Mallapur Lake would be 
addressed after inspecting the 
site.

Ramya also noted that some 
newly built roads lacked 
shoulder drains, causing prob-
lems for rainwater flow. She 
said proper drainage should 
ensure that rainwater reaches 
major drains and lakes safely. 
The Deputy Commissioner 
said regular attention to edu-
cation, health, water manage-
ment, agriculture and infra-
structure would help improve 
living conditions across the 
district. 

n �Development Focus	
Administration prioritises 
education, health, water, 
agriculture

n �Drought Three taluks 
declared drought-affect-
ed under central norms

n �Farmer Support	
Bagar Hukum and Form 
57 applications exam-
ined

n �Social Concerns	
Malnutrition and girls’ 
education flagged for 
action

n �Water Management	
Meters planned to 
control illegal pipeline 
tapping

n �Lake Protection	
Sewage entry and lake 
pollution to be ad-
dressed

District-wide 
Development Priorities

Farmers to receive training in 
organic farming

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
 

A one-day training pro-
gramme on organic farming 
and solar-based livelihood 
activities will be held for in-
terested farmers on Septem-
ber 11 at Rangapur Gurukul 
in Ramgiri Hobli, Holalkere 
taluk. The programme will 
begin at 9.30 am under the 
National Agricultural Devel-
opment Scheme.

The training is being organ-
ised by the Babbur District 
Agricultural Training Centre, 
Davangere Technoserve Insti-
tute and SELCO Institute. Ex-
perts from Technoserve, in-
cluding Shrikant Bhat, Avi-
nash and Murugesh, will ex-

plain the use and benefits of 
biodigester-based Jeevam-
rutha units. Horticulture De-
partment officials will also 
speak about the importance of 
nutritious kitchen gardens.

Progressive farmers will 
share practical experiences 
with participants. Bhairesh of 
Vadeyarahalli will discuss 
beekeeping, while Kariappa 
of Gowdanahalli village in 
Hiriyur taluk will explain ver-
micompost preparation. The 
sessions are expected to help 
farmers learn simple and use-
ful methods that can support 
sustainable farming and addi-
tional income.

Ajjayya B of SELCO, Chi-
tradurga, will provide infor-

mation on solar-powered live-
l i h o o d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e 
Suryagarh project and solar 
pumpsets. Assistant Director 
of Agriculture R. Rajinikanth 
said only 50 interested farm-
ers would be selected, with 
registrations accepted on a 
first-come basis.

Farmers can register by 
calling 8277931058. Partici-
pants should bring their FID 
card or election identity card. 
Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided at the venue. The 
organisers urged farmers to 
make use of the programme 
and gain practical knowledge 
that could strengthen their 
farming activities and liveli-
hoods.

‘SPORTS BUILD STRONG BODIES 
AND SHARPER MINDS’

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
 

Regular participation in 
sports can support both 
physical and mental devel-
opment among students, 
Deputy Director of School 
Education M.R. Manjunath 
said. 

He was speaking at the 
Turuvanur Hobli sports meet 
held at Shrimati Yashodarma 
Borappa Rural High School 
in Haikal village, Chitradur-
ga taluk.Manjunath said the 
growing use of  mobile 
phones and computers has 

reduced physical activity 
among children. He urged 
students to take greater in-
terest in sports, saying regu-
lar practice can improve 
skills, discipline and fitness. 
He added that encouraging 
young people to participate 
in games can contribute to 
building a healthier and 
stronger society.District 
Physical Education Officer 
Chidanandaswamy said de-
veloping sportsmanship is 
important in today’s compet-
itive environment. He noted 
that active lifestyles can 

help people stay fit and sup-
port efforts to create a soci-
ety with fewer lifestyle-re-
lated health problems.

Chitradurga Taluk Area 
Education Officer H. Girija, 
District Madakari Nayaka 
Educational Institution pres-
ident S.  Sandeep, High 
School Co-Teachers Associ-
ation president S. Shivanna, 
Taluk Co-Teachers Associa-
tion president Nijalingappa, 
District Physical Education 
A s s o c i a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y 
Kallesh Maurya, village 
leaders and teachers attend-

ed the programme.
The Koonabevu Govern-

ment High School boys’ ka-
baddi team secured first 
place in the Turuvanur Hob-
li-level sports meet. 

Headmaster S. Hanuman-
thappa, SDMC president 
Obayya and members con-
gratulated the players.

 The team has qualified 
for the taluk-level competi-
tion, and school representa-
tives expressed hope that 
focused training would help 
the players advance to dis-
trict and state competitions.

Gadag district bans DJs 
and loud noise devices

CH NEWS, GADAG
 

District Magistrate C.N. Sri-
dhar has ordered a complete 
ban on DJ systems, base 
boosters, mobile DJ vehicles 
and other sound-producing 
devices exceeding 75 deci-
bels across Gadag district 
until further orders. 

The decision aims to pro-
tect public peace, safety and 
general well-being.

The order was issued un-
der the powers granted to 
the District Magistrate under 
Section 163 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 
2023, and rules governing 
noise pollution. Strict re-
strictions have also been 
placed on loud sound equip-
ment in residential areas and 
sensitive locations, includ-
ing hospitals, schools, courts 
and places of worship within 
100 metres.

The administration has 
also prohibited DJs and oth-
er  loud sound systems 
throughout the district be-
tween 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
Organisers of public pro-
grammes, processions and 
celebrations must obtain 
written permission before 
using any sound equipment. 
Only systems operating 
within the permitted noise 
level can be used, and or-
ganisers must provide a 
written undertaking to fol-
low noise pollution regula-
tions.

Police officials have been 
authorised to immediately 
stop programmes or proces-
sions that violate the order. 
They can seize DJ and sound 
equipment, disconnect elec-
tricity when necessary and 
disperse crowds. Officials 
can also register  cases 
against violators and cancel 
permissions already granted 
for events.The District Mag-
istrate said event organisers 
would be personally respon-
sible for any violations. The 
administration urged the 
public and organisers to co-
operate with the restrictions 
to maintain a peaceful envi-
ronment, especially in resi-
dential and sensitive areas. 
Officials said strict enforce-
ment would help reduce 
noise-related disturbances 
and ensure that public cele-
brations are conducted re-
sponsibly while respecting 
the needs of residents, pa-
tients, students and others.

Mandya collector reviews voter 
revision notice inquiries

CH NEWS, MANDYA
 

The District Magistrate inspected the inquiry process being conduct-
ed under the Special Intensified Revision of electoral rolls in Mandya 
city. The exercise is being carried out at the Additional Voter Regis-
tration Officer level according to guidelines issued by the Election 
Commission of India.During the visit to the Mandya Municipal 
Corporation and the Hosahalli area, the District Magistrate reviewed 
how notices were being issued to voters, how documents were being 
collected and verified, and how cases were being processed. 

‘Vishwakarma 
Scheme aims to 

support traditional 
artisans’

CH NEWS, MANDYA
 

The Pradhan Mantri Vishwakar-
ma Scheme aims to strengthen 
traditional artisans, improve their 
skills and raise their living stan-
dards, Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar said. He was speaking at 
a district-level committee meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s office to review the 
scheme’s implementation.

Dr. Kumar said the pro-
gramme covers artisans and pro-
fessionals working in 18 tradi-
tional occupations. Eligible 
workers are being provided skill 
training and information on mod-
ern technology and equipment. 
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Karnataka urged to honour Youth 
Commission promise

HUBBALLI
 

The Solidarity Youth Move-
ment has urged the Karnataka 
government to establish a 
State Youth Commission im-
mediately to address the 
growing educational, econom-
ic, social, mental health and 
employment concerns of 
young people.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Hubballi Press 
Club, state general secretary 
Ismail Thirthahalli said the 
Congress party had promised 
to establish such a commis-
sion in its 2023 Karnataka As-
sembly election manifesto.

Thirthahalli said a Youth 
Commission would give 
young people a stronger voice 
in government policies and 
help ensure that programmes 
designed for them are imple-
mented effectively. He said 
youth commissions are al-
ready functioning in states 
such as Kerala, Assam, 
Mizoram and Bihar, where 
they have worked on youth 
rights, skill development, em-
ployment, anti-drug pro-
grammes and mental health. 
He also welcomed the govern-
ment’s decision to form the 
Bharat Jodo Youth Organiza-
tion to encourage youth par-
ticipation in social, democrat-
ic and development activities.

He said it was disappointing 
that Karnataka had not yet es-
tablished a Youth Commission 
despite the earlier promise. 
According to him, more than 
two crore young people live in 
Karnataka, making them one 
of the state’s most important 
sections of society.

 However, many continue to 
face unemployment, mental 
stress, drug addiction, cyber 
fraud, social insecurity and 
limited representation in deci-
sion-making. He argued that 
these challenges require con-
tinued and organized govern-
ment support.

The organization said it had 
repeatedly raised the issue 
with the Chief Minister, Dep-
uty Chief Ministers and con-
cerned ministers through let-
ters. It had also approached 
the Congress central leader-
ship and noted that the de-
mand had been raised through 
questions in the Karnataka 

Legislative Council. Thirtha-
halli urged the government to 
begin the administrative and 
legislative process without 
further delay.

12 candidates elected 
unopposed as 

Madabal directors

 Kattemalalawadi 
students honoured for 

academic success

Vishwakarma Jayanti 
celebrations planned 

in Chitradurga

CH NEWS, MAGADI
 Twelve candidates have 
been elected unopposed 
as directors of Madabal 

Multipurpose Primary Agri-
culture Rural Cooperative 
Society, Election Officer 

Umesh K.T. said. Their ap-
plications matched the 

available seats under the 
society’s bye-laws, so vot-
ing was not required. The 

elected directors will serve 
for five years. Kumar, 

Govindaiah, G. Mayanna 
Gowda, Ramanna and M.S. 

Manjunath were elected 
from the borrowers’ con-
stituency. Nanjamma and 
Parvathamma won wom-
en’s reserved seats. Shiva-
biriah, Dasharatha, Shivar-
udraiah and Bariappa were 

elected from Backward 
Class A, Backward Class B, 

Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe constitu-

encies. M.C. Girish was 
elected from the general 
non-borrowers’ constitu-

ency. BDCC Bank President 
H.N. Ashok and others 
congratulated them.

CH NEWS, HUNSUR
A community programme 
was held at Kattemalala-

wadi in Hunsur taluk, 
where outstanding stu-

dents were felicitated for 
their academic achieve-
ments. Samriddhi Wom-

en’s Development Service 
Trust honoured female 

students for 2026-27 and 
presented mementos to 
high achievers. Moham-
mad Shahzeb of Katte-

malalawadi, who secured 
first place in Mysuru in the 

NEET examination, was 
specially recognised. Stu-

dents who scored the 
highest marks in SSLC and 

PUC examinations were 
also felicitated. Tahsildar 
Manjunath, Rural Police 
Station Circle Inspector 

Santosh Kashyap, SI Ta-
juddin Pourayu, EO Hon-
gaiah and other officials 

attended. Trust president 
Mahadevamma, women’s 
union members, teachers, 
trainers and students were 

also present during the 
programme.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA
Vishwakarma Jayanti will 
be celebrated in a grand 

and meaningful manner at 
the district headquarters 

on September 17, Tahsildar 
B.M. Govindaraj said on 

Tuesday. He was speaking 
while chairing a prepara-
tory meeting at the Dis-

trict Collector’s Office Hall 
to discuss arrangements 

for the celebration.
Community leaders sug-
gested holding the main 

Jayanti programme at 
Tarasu Ranga Mandir at 11 

a.m. on September 17. 
Govindaraj agreed to the 

proposal and assured that 
the district administration 
would provide the neces-
sary support to ensure the 

event is organised 
smoothly and 
meaningfully.

As part of the celebra-
tions, a procession will be-
gin at 9.30 a.m. from Kote 
Anjaneya Temple in Buru-

janahatti. It will pass 
through Sangolli Rayanna 
Circle, Gandhi Circle and 

Pravasi Mandir before 
reaching Tarasu Ranga 
Mandir, where the main 

stage programme will be 
held.Assistant Director of 
the Kannada and Culture 
Department Dr. B.M. Gu-
runath said the celebra-

tions would follow govern-
ment protocol.

 Cultural activities, includ-
ing songs and a special 

lecture, will be organised. 
Invitations will be printed 

and badges distributed 
according to

official guidelines. 

Vijayendra alleges Cong 
pressure over BJP rally
The BJP sought ground permission for September 10, expecting 50,000 

attendees, as Vijayendra-led padayatra from Lingasugur heads toward Ballari
CH NEWS, BALLARI

 
Authorities have denied the 
BJP permission to hold a pub-
lic meeting at the Government 
Pre-Univers i ty  Col lege 
ground in Ballari on Septem-
ber 10. 

The meeting was planned to 
mark the conclusion of the 
party’s 10-day “Ballari Cha-
lo” padayatra against what the 
BJP describes as corruption 
and failures of the Congress 
government in Karnataka.

The district education au-
thorities cited a 2015 govern-
ment order while rejecting the 
request. The order says 
grounds and buildings of 
Government Pre-University 
Colleges cannot be given to 
private organisations or asso-
ciations for public or private 
functions, exhibitions, sales 
stalls, entertainment pro-
grammes and similar events. 
Officials also warned that the 
concerned college principal 

could face disciplinary action 
if the instructions were not 
followed.

The BJP had requested per-
mission to use the ground 
from 3 pm to 8 pm on Sep-
tember 10 and expected more 
than 50,000 people and sever-
al party leaders to attend. The 
padayatra began at Lingasu-
gur in Raichur district on Sep-
tember 1 and is scheduled to 
end in Ballari. BJP state pres-
ident B Y Vijayendra is lead-
ing the march, along with 
MLAs, MLCs, party of-
fice-bearers, district leaders 
and workers.

Reacting to the denial, Vi-
jayendra alleged that the Bal-
lari deputy commissioner was 
facing pressure from the Con-
gress government. Speaking 
to reporters near Sandur, he 
said he had received informa-
tion that officials were delay-
ing permission for the con-
cluding programme. He main-
tained that the march was 

peaceful and said people 
across Karnataka and the 
country were watching it.

Vijayendra urged the depu-
ty commissioner to grant per-
mission without being influ-
enced by the state govern-
ment. He said India is a dem-
ocratic country where people 
have the right to protest and 
described the padayatra as a 
movement focused on public 
issues. He also said he would 
speak to the authorities and 
find out why permission had 
been denied. The BJP leader 
remained firm that permission 
should be granted, while offi-
cials have relied on existing 

government rules in rejecting 
the request. The dispute now 
puts the planned concluding 
rally in Ballari under uncer-
tainty.

Permission 
Denied

BJP denied 
ground permis-
sion for Sep 10

Rally Venue
Government PU 
College ground 

in Ballari

Expected Crowd
More than 

50,000 people 
expected

Official Reason

2015 order bars 
private organi-
sations using 

college grounds

BJP Allegation
Vijayendra alleg-
es Congress gov-

ernment pres-
sured officials

BJP Demand

Party seeks 
permission for

 concluding 
public rally

Bheeshma Lake 
dries up despite 
nearby waters

CH NEWS, Malingaraya 
Pujar 

 
Bheeshma Lake, a historic 
water body in the heart of the 
Gadag-Betageri twin cities, is 
facing the threat of drying up 
completely. 

The lake, once a popular 
place for nature lovers, birds 
and local residents, is now 
losing water rapidly. The sit-
uation has raised serious con-
cerns among people, as the 
lake plays an important role 
in supporting the environment 
and groundwater levels in the 
city.

The continuing decline in 
rainfall across Gadag district 
has affected streams, lakes 
and other water bodies. As 
these sources dry up, the 
groundwater level has also 
fallen in many areas. Bore-
wells around Bheeshma Lake 
are reportedly running dry, 
increasing fears of a drinking 
water shortage in the coming 
days. The lake is also import-
ant for hundreds of birds, cat-
tle and other animals that de-
pend on it for water.

Residents are particularly 
unhappy because the Tung-
abhadra River, which flows 
near the district border, cur-
rently has sufficient water. 
The river has received good 
inflows following rainfall in 
the Malnad region this year. 
People are questioning why 
water cannot be released from 
the river to Bheeshma Lake 
when the city is facing a seri-
ous water crisis. Local envi-
ronmentalists say filling the 
lake is possible and only re-
quires quick action and polit-
ical will from the authorities.

“Bheeshma Lake is not just 
a source of irrigation, it is the 
heart of Gadag,” said local 
resident Manjunatha Parvatha 
Gowda. He recalled seeing 
the lake overflow during his 
childhood and said it was 
painful to watch it dry up. 

He also said wells and 
borewells nearby have lost 
water, while people remain 
confused about the delay in 
bringing Tungabhadra water 
to the lake.

Local residents are urging 
the district in-charge minister, 
elected representatives and 
district administration to act 
without delay. They believe 
restoring the lake could im-
prove groundwater levels 
across the twin cities and pro-
tect the area's natural environ-
ment. With water available in 
the nearby river, citizens say 
immediate action is needed to 
save Bheeshma Lake before 
the crisis becomes more 
serious.

Residents question the 
lack of  Tungabhadra 

water for Bheeshma Lake 
despite good inflows, 

while environmentalists 
say filling it requires 

quick action and political 
will

MLC Puttanna promises 
strong support for teachers

CH NEWS, MAGADI
 

MLC Puttanna assured teachers that he would 
stand with them and work to address their con-
cerns, while urging grant-in-aid, unaided and gov-
ernment teachers to remain united. 

He was speaking at a teachers’ protest pro-
gramme held in Magadi town.

Puttanna said a House committee would be 
formed during the session to examine salary-relat-
ed issues. He promised efforts to increase guest 
teachers’ salaries and appoint outsourced support 
staff in government schools with 250 students. 

He also said steps would be taken to improve 
cleanliness in 300 schools through companies.

He said the low payment for preparing hot 
meals would be discussed in the session, along 
with teachers’ working hours and problems caused 
by poor internet connectivity. He also called for 
better performance from Block Education Officers 
and criticised officials who, he said, were unnec-
essarily seeking favour from senior officers. He 
said attention had also been drawn to concerns 
over this year’s SSLC Mathematics question pa-
per.

Puttanna said the CBSE-style model had helped 
improve results and benefited poor students. 

He supported considering educational qualifi-
cations along with seniority for promotions and 
said students should receive quality education at 
SSLC, PUC and degree levels. He also backed the 
three-language formula and said discussions were 
continuing on it. He recalled the struggle for the 
Old Pension Scheme and said it was included in 
the election manifesto after discussions with D.K. 
Shivakumar.

Teachers’ representatives praised Puttanna’s 
work and demanded action on pension, promo-
tions, transfers and additional salaries. 

They urged the government to issue clear online 
transfer and salary guidelines.

Activist demands apology 
over civic workers treatment
CH NEWS, HUNSUR

 
Social activist J. Mahadeva 
has strongly criticised Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda over 
his alleged treatment of civic 
workers who approached him 
with demands, including per-
manent employment. 

Mahadeva described the 
incident as insensitive and 
said the workers deserved re-
spect and humane treatment.

In a press statement, Ma-
hadeva said civic workers 
play a vital role in keeping 
cities clean and protecting 
public health. He said their 
work exposes them to seri-
ous risks and affects their 
health and safety. According 
to him, treating such workers 
with disrespect cannot be 

considered effective admin-
istration.

Mahadeva argued that civ-
ic workers should not be 
viewed simply as people who 
collect or sweep garbage. He 
called them frontline workers 
who help keep urban life 
functioning. He said authori-
ties should manage cities sci-
entifically while also protect-
ing workers’ dignity, rights 
and safety.

He also raised concerns 
about the working conditions 
faced by civic workers, par-
ticularly those employed 
through contractors and out-
sourcing agencies. Mahadeva 
said workers should receive 
timely wages, legal leave, 
safety equipment, social se-
curity and job security. 

Forest officials capture 
monkey troubling 

Keregudihalli residents
HARAPANAHALLI

 
A monkey had been trou-
bling residents of Keregudi-
halli village for several 
days, raising concern among 
families living nearby. Vil-
lagers said a group of mon-
keys had entered the village 
repeatedly, coming close to 
homes and disturbing peo-
ple. However, one monkey 
was reportedly causing more 
trouble than the others, 
prompting residents to seek 
help from officials.

Responding to their re-
quest, the Forest Depart-
ment, Police Department 
and Gram Panchayat joined 
hands to conduct a capture 
operation.

 Officials led by Abhijit 
Gangavathi worked with vil-
lagers and local staff to safe-
ly catch the troublesome 
animal .  The operat ion 
brought relief to residents, 
who had been worried about 
their safety.

PDO Hemanth Kumar 
said officials acted soon af-
ter receiving the complaint. 
He added that necessary 
steps would be taken to pro-
tect villagers in the coming 
days. The successful capture 
has eased local fears and re-
stored a sense of safety in 
the village for residents and 
their families.

No.: BNCC/Comm/PSR(G)/289/2026-27 Date: 08.09.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORM-III (See Sub-rule (3) of rule-3)

In exercise of powers conferred under section 14-B of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961 the following ‘Area’ mentioned in the schedule 
below is required by the Commissioner, Bengaluru North City Corporation for “Widening of Kogilu-Sampigehalli Road from Kogilu Circle to Shivarama 
Karanth Layout via Agrahara Sampigehalli CH:0.00 mtr to 3630.00 mt”.
The following land / building owners have opted for Development Rights in lieu of monetary compensation under the Right to Fair Compensation and 
transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. The Development Rights will be given by the Authority as twice the land area 
surrendered and two times the building area surrendered and as estimated by the value of the building area surrendered (valuated as per PWD norms) divided 
by the market value of the land on which the building is constructed.
The public is hereby informed about the details of the land and land owners and interested persons whose lands are required for the public purpose and 
Development Right Certifi cate (DRCs) are to be issued in lieu of monetary compensation. Any objections and suggestions are to be addressed to the 
O/o Joint Commissioner, (Land Acquisition & TDR) Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru-560092 within thirty days from the date of publication 
of this Notifi cation.

List of land / building area surrendered and land owners for which DRC is to be issued.

Sd/-,
Commissioner, Bengaluru North City Corporation

Name and address of the Divisional / 
Sub divisional / Branch Offi  ce Joint Commissioner, Zone-1, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru-560092

Note:  Market guideline value of this property is considered subject to conditions of payment of fee as per Government Order No.: £ÀCE 137 JAJ£ïAiÀÄÄ 2024 (E), 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 09.09.2024 and as per the Circular No.: DAiÀÄÄPÀÛgÀÄ/¦.J¸ï.Dgï/f/1802/2024-25, ¢£ÁAPÀ: 21.09.2024.

Objections and suggestions made be submitted at the address specifi ed below:

 Name of the District: Bengaluru Urban                              Name of the Taluk: Bengaluru North                       Name of the Village: Venkateshapura
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Vacant Rs. 33,000/- 
per sqm

Sri. N. Krishnamurthy, 
S/o. V. Nagarajappa
Residing at No. 05, 
Venkateshapura, Yelahanka 
Hobli, Bengaluru

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION
Offi  ce of the Commissioner, BNCC, Amruthahalli Main Road, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru-560092

DEMANDS
•   �Youth group demands 

immediate State Youth 
Commission

•   �Commission should 
address education and 
employment issues

•   �Mental health and social 
concerns need attention

•   �Congress promised 
commission in 2023 
election manifesto

•   �Over two crore youth 
live across Karnataka

•   �Group seeks committee 
and time-bound imple-
mentation plan
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BUSINESS
Upponi Zone hosts 

sports meet 
for students

Vokkaliga Community 
invites applications for 

various loan schemes

‘Teacher’s tough 
lessons bring precious 

results’

CH NEWS, KARWAR
The Upponi zone-level de-

partmental sports meet 
for under-14 students was 

held at Sri Sharadamba 
High School, Magoda. 

Headmaster Santosh Ku-
mar hoisted the sports flag 
and highlighted sports’ im-

portance in building a 
healthy body and strong 

mind. Sanshi School 
SDMC President Jaiwant 

Pai received the sports 
torch. Physical education 
teacher Salvador Lopis, 

who won the district-level 
best teacher award, and 

Khandodi School teacher 
Lakshman Patagara were 

felicitated. Association 
president Babu Naik, CRPs 

Dinesh Deshbhandary, 
Sarita Bandekar and 

Lavanya Kharvi, along with 
teachers and officials, at-

tended. Individual and 
group competitions fol-

lowed, giving students an 
opportunity to display their 

skills and enthusiasm.

CH NEWS, GADAG
The Karnataka Vokkaliga 
Community Development 

Corporation has invited 
online applications for sev-
eral schemes for 2026-27. 

Eligible applicants can 
seek support for self-em-
ployment, irrigation, vehi-
cle purchases, education, 
overseas higher studies 

and skill training. Income 
and age limits vary accord-
ing to each scheme. Edu-
cational loans are availa-

ble for eligible professional 
courses, while selected 

students pursuing higher 
education abroad may re-
ceive interest-free assis-
tance. Applications must 

be submitted through 
Seva Sindhu, Grama One, 

Bangalore One or Karnata-
ka One centres by Sep-

tember 30. Applicants may 
visit the corporation web-
site or contact officials for 
eligibility, documents and 
other details before sub-

mitting applications online.

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
A teacher’s strictness may 
seem difficult, but the les-
sons it teaches can remain 

valuable throughout life, 
Koppal Inner Wheel Club 

president Meenakshi San-
thavathy Bhavya said at a 
Teachers’ Day programme 

held at Millat Education 
and Welfare Institute Mi-
nority Community Public 

School.
Speaking at the event in 
the Nirmiti Kendra area, 

Bhavya said teachers play 
an important role in shap-
ing students’ futures. She 
compared a teacher’s an-
ger with a father’s tempo-
rary anger and a mother’s 

short-lived displeasure, 
saying teachers guide 

students with discipline.

Bangarappa launches drive 
to resolve public grievances
Praja Seva Andolan meetings will occur twice monthly; officials must deliver fair 

solutions, bridge government and people, and ensure proper public spending
CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

State School Education and 
Literacy Minister and district 
in-charge minister S. Madhu 
Bangarappa said the Praja 
Seva Andolan would bring 
government services closer to 
people and help resolve their 
problems quickly. 

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the district-level pro-
gramme at Suvarna Sanskriti 
Bhavan in Shikaripura.

Bangarappa said people 
should not have to travel from 
villages to government offices 
or Bengaluru to get their 
grievances addressed. Such 
journeys waste time and mon-
ey, he said. Under the pro-
gramme, ministers, MLAs 
and officials at district and 
taluk levels will work togeth-
er to respond quickly to pub-
lic complaints.

A Praja Seva Andolan 
meeting will be held in every 
taluk on the first and third 

Saturday of each month. Ban-
garappa asked officials not 
merely to collect applications 
but to find legal, fair and hu-
manitarian solutions wherever 
possible. He said the district 
administration should act as a 
bridge between the govern-
ment and people and ensure 
proper use of public money.

MP B.Y. Raghavendra said 
signs of drought were visible 
and urged officials to protect 
people and livestock from 
possible water and electricity 
shortages. He said lakes 

should be filled to at least 50 
percent and called for action 
against encroachments.

Officials said the district 
has 4,351 lakes, including 
1,017 affected by encroach-
ment. Raghavendra urged au-
thorities to remove encroach-
ments and improve water 
storage. During the pro-
gramme, beneficiaries re-
ceived agricultural well plans, 
Sukanya Samriddhi pass-
books, safety kits and infor-
mat ion on government 
schemes. Residents also sub-

mitted complaints about land 
costs, footpaths, housing, 
shelters, school facilities and 
account-related issues, seek-
ing timely action from the 
administration.

AT A GLANCE
•  �Government services to 

reach people at doorstep

•  �Taluk meetings sched-
uled every first and third 
Saturday

•  �Officials urged to resolve 
complaints quickly and 
fairly

•  �Shivamogga has 4,351 
lakes across district

•  �1,017 lakes reportedly 
affected by encroach-
ment

•  �Lakes urged to maintain 
at least 50% storage

Devaraju calls for development 
over political rivalry

CH NEWS, RAMANAGAR
 

Bidadi Municipality Standing 
Committee President Devara-
ju has urged Minister H.C. 
Balakrishna and Congress 
leaders to focus on develop-
ing the constituency instead 
of making personal allega-
tions against former Chief 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy, 
A. Manjunath and other JD(S) 
leaders. 

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Bidadi on Tuesday, he 
said elected representatives 
should use their authority to 
solve people's problems.

Devaraju said Balakrishna, 
who has become an MLA for 
the fifth time and is now a 

minister, should explain the 
development achieved during 
his tenure. He said voters 
elected him to serve the people 
and respond to their needs. If 
leaders ignore public issues 
and concentrate on criticism, 
voters will respond through 
the ballot, he warned.

He claimed A. Manjunath 
had made significant contribu-
tions to Bidadi during his time 
as MLA. Devaraju said under-
ground drainage work within 
Bidadi municipality limits was 
started during Manjunath's 
tenure but remains incomplete. 
He questioned why the minis-
ter had not continued the proj-
ect. He also pointed to short-
ages of drinking water, poor 

roads and inadequate funds for 
infrastructure. He said the gov-
ernment should use its power 
and seek special funds to im-
prove Bidadi.

Devaraju also credited Ku-
maraswamy with providing 
funds for development works, 
including Bairamangala canal 
improvements and the Bidadi 
main road. He questioned why 
some approved works were 
allegedly shifted to other 
wards and described such de-
cisions as political rivalry. He 
said opposition parties have 
the democratic right to ques-
tion government decisions and 
urged those in power to accept 
criticism positively and correct 
mistakes when necessary.

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ £ÀUÀgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ UÁæªÀiÁAvÀgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á PÁAiÉÄÝ 1961 gÀ PÀ®A 14 (J) gÀ CrAiÀÄ°è F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ CfðzÁgÀgÀÄ 
‘ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ’ ªÀ®AiÀÄ¢AzÀ ‘ªÀ¸Àw’ ªÀ®AiÀÄPÉÌ ¨sÀÆ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ §zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ PÉÆÃj Cfð ¸À°è¹gÀÄvÁÛgÉ. ¸ÀzÀj ¨sÀÆ 
G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ §zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ ¥Àæ¸ÁÛªÀ£ÉAiÀÄ d«ÄÃ¤£À «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. F ̧ ÀA§AzsÀ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ½zÀÝ°è, 
F ¥ÀæPÀluÉ ¥ÀæPÀlªÁzÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ¢AzÀ 15 ¢£ÀUÀ¼À CªÀ¢üAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß °TvÀªÁV ¸ÀzÀ¸Àå PÁAiÀÄðzÀ²ðUÀ¼ÀÄ, 
zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ, zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀbÉÃjUÉ ¸À°è¸À®Ä w½¸À¯ÁVzÉ. ¤UÀ¢vÀ CªÀ¢üAiÀÄ £ÀAvÀgÀ §gÀÄªÀ 
AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¥ÀjUÀtÂ¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅ¢®è.

PÀæ. 
¸ÀA.

CfðzÁgÀgÀ ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ vÁ®ÆèPÀÄ ºÉÆÃ§½ UÁæªÀÄ ¸À. £ÀA. «¹ÛÃtð (J-UÀÄ) ¸ÀPÁðgÀzÀ C¢ü¸ÀÆZÀ£ÉAiÀÄAvÉ 
¥ÀjUÀtÂ¸À¯ÁzÀ 
¨sÀÆG¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ

§zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ 
PÉÆÃjgÀÄªÀ 

¨sÀÆG¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ 

1 ²æÃ f. ¥ÁAqÀÄgÀAUÀ 
©£ï r. UÀAUÀAiÀÄå 

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ ªÀÄzsÀÄgÉ wªÀÄä¸ÀAzÀæ 36/4 1-05 ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

2 ²æÃ f. ¥ÀææPÁ±ï ©£ï 
r. UÀAUÀAiÀÄå 

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ ªÀÄzsÀÄgÉ wªÀÄä¸ÀAzÀæ 36/7 1-05 + 
0-02UÀÄ 

‘J’ RgÁ§Ä

ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

µÀgÁ:- ¥Àæ²ßvÀ d«ÄÃ¤£À°è ªÀ¸Àw «£Áå¸À C©üªÀÈ¢Þ¥Àr¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀjAzÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀjUÉ PÁ£ÀÆ£ÀÄ§zÀÞªÁzÀ ¤ªÉÃ±À£ÀUÀ¼ÀÄ 
®¨sÀåªÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ. «£Áå¸À C©üªÀÈ¢Þ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ £ÀqÉAiÀÄÄªÁUÀ ̧ ÀÜ½ÃAiÀÄ PÀÆ°PÁ«ÄðPÀjUÉ GzÉÆåÃUÀ zÉÆgÀPÀÄvÀÛzÉ. F «£Áå¸À 
C©üªÀÈ¢Þ¬ÄAzÀ ¸ÀÄvÀÛªÀÄÄvÀÛ°£À ¥ÀæzÉÃ±ÀzÀ C©üªÀÈ¢ÞUÉ ¸ÀºÀPÁjAiÀiÁUÀ°zÉ. AiÉÆÃd£Á §zÀÞªÁzÀ «£Áå¸À gÀZÀ£É¬ÄAzÀ GvÀÛªÀÄ 
gÀ¸ÉÛ, £ÁUÀjPÀ ¸Ë®¨sÀå eÁUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ, GzÁå£ÀªÀ£ÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀgÀ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀPÉÌ ®¨sÀåªÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ JA§ÄzÁV CfðzÁgÀgÀÄ 
¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ »vÁ¸ÀQÛ CA±ÀªÀ£ÀÄß w½¸ÀÄvÁÛ ¸ÀzÀj ¥ÀæzÉÃ±ÀªÀ£ÀÄß ‘ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ’ ªÀ®AiÀÄ¢AzÀ ‘ªÀ¸Àw’ ªÀ®AiÀÄPÉÌ ¨sÀÆ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ 
§zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä EaÒ¹gÀÄªÀÅzÁV w½¹gÀÄvÁÛgÉ.

¸À»/- £ÀUÀgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ UÁæªÀiÁAvÀgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á dAn ¤zÉÃð±ÀPÀgÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ ¸ÀzÀ¸Àå PÁAiÀÄðzÀ²ðUÀ¼ÀÄ, 
zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ, zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ.

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÅgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ 
J¸ï.J£ï. PÁA¥ÉèPïì, ªÉÆzÀ®£ÉÃ ªÀÄºÀr, £ÀUÀgÀ ¥ÉÇ°Ã¸ï oÁuÉ JzÀÄgÀÄ, `r’ PÁæ¸ï, 

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÅgÀ-561203. zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 080-29562046

¸ÀASÉå: DPA/TP/CLU/28/2026-27 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 07.09.2026

¥ÀæPÀluÉ

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ £ÀUÀgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ UÁæªÀiÁAvÀgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á PÁAiÉÄÝ 1961 gÀ PÀ®A 14 (J) gÀ CrAiÀÄ°è F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ CfðzÁgÀgÀÄ 
‘ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ’ ªÀ®AiÀÄ¢AzÀ ‘ªÀ¸Àw’ ªÀ®AiÀÄPÉÌ ¨sÀÆ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ §zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ PÉÆÃj Cfð ¸À°è¹gÀÄvÁÛgÉ. ¸ÀzÀj ¨sÀÆ 
G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ §zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉAiÀÄ ¥Àæ¸ÁÛªÀ£ÉAiÀÄ d«ÄÃ¤£À «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. F ¸ÀA§AzsÀ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ 
DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ½zÀÝ°è, F ¥ÀæPÀluÉ ¥ÀæPÀlªÁzÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ¢AzÀ 15 ¢£ÀUÀ¼À CªÀ¢üAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß °TvÀªÁV ¸ÀzÀ¸Àå 
PÁAiÀÄðzÀ²ðUÀ¼ÀÄ, zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ, zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀbÉÃjUÉ ¸À°è¸À®Ä w½¸À¯ÁVzÉ. ¤UÀ¢vÀ CªÀ¢üAiÀÄ 
£ÀAvÀgÀ §gÀÄªÀ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ DPÉëÃ¥ÀuÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¥ÀjUÀtÂ¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅ¢®è.

PÀæ. 
¸ÀA.

CfðzÁgÀgÀ ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ 
(RTC gÀ£ÀéAiÀÄ)

vÁ®ÆèPÀÄ ºÉÆÃ§½ UÁæªÀÄ ¸À. £ÀA. «¹ÛÃtð (J-UÀÄ) ©LJJ¦J AiÉÆÃd£Á 
¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀzÀ 

ªÀÄºÁAiÉÆÃd£É AiÀÄ°è£À 
¨sÀÆ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ

§zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ 
PÉÆÃjgÀÄªÀ 

¨sÀÆG¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ 

1. ²æÃ ªÀÄÄ¤gÁd JA.
©£ï ªÀÄÄ¤ÃgÀ¥Àà gÀªÀgÀ 
¥ÀgÀªÁV £ÉÆÃAzÁ¬ÄvÀ 
f¦JzÁgÀgÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ dAn 
C©üªÀÈ¢ÞzÁgÀgÁzÀ 
²æÃ Dgï.¹. gÁWÀªÉÃAzÀæ 
©£ï ¯ÉÃmï|| ZÀAzÀæ±ÉÃRgï 
ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ²æÃ PÉ. gÉrØ¥Àæ¸Ázï 
©£ï PÉ. gÉqÉØ¥Àà

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀ̧ À̈ Á KPÁ²¥ÀÄgÀ 113/3 0-14.75 + 
0-1.50

‘J’ RgÁ§Ä

ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

2. zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀ̧ À̈ Á KPÁ²¥ÀÄgÀ 113/4 
gÀ ¥ÉÊQ 

0-25.25 ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

3. zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀ̧ À̈ Á KPÁ²¥ÀÄgÀ 113/7 0-30 ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

4. zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ PÀ̧ À̈ Á KPÁ²¥ÀÄgÀ 113/9 0-03 +
0-0.50

‘J’ RgÁ§Ä

ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ ªÀ¸Àw

µÀgÁ:- ¥Àæ²ßvÀ d«ÄÃ¤£À°èè ªÀ¸Àw «£Áå¸À C©üªÀÈ¢Þ¥Àr¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀjAzÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀjUÉ PÁ£ÀÆ£ÀÄ§zÀÞªÁzÀ ¤ªÉÃ±À£ÀUÀ¼ÀÄ 
®¨sÀåªÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ. «£Áå¸À C©üªÀÈ¢Þ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ £ÀqÉAiÀÄÄªÁUÀ ̧ ÀÜ½ÃAiÀÄ PÀÆ°PÁ«ÄðPÀjUÉ GzÉÆåÃUÀ zÉÆgÀPÀÄvÀÛzÉ. F «£Áå¸À 
C©üªÀÈ¢Þ¬ÄAzÀ ¸ÀÄvÀÛªÀÄÄvÀÛ°£À ¥ÀæzÉÃ±ÀzÀ C©üªÀÈ¢ÞUÉ ¸ÀºÀPÁjAiÀiÁUÀ°zÉ. AiÉÆÃd£Á§zÀÞªÁzÀ «£Áå¸À gÀZÀ£É¬ÄAzÀ GvÀÛªÀÄ 
gÀ¸ÉÛ, £ÁUÀjPÀ ¸Ë®¨sÀå eÁUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ, GzÁå£ÀªÀ£ÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀgÀ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀPÉÌ ®¨sÀåªÁUÀÄvÀÛzÉ JA§ÄzÁV CfðzÁgÀgÀÄ 
¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ »vÁ¸ÀQÛ CA±ÀªÀ£ÀÄß w½¸ÀÄvÁÛ ¸ÀzÀj ¥ÀæzÉÃ±ÀªÀ£ÀÄß ‘ªÀåªÀ¸ÁAiÀÄ’ ªÀ®AiÀÄ¢AzÀ ‘ªÀ¸Àw’ ªÀ®AiÀÄPÉÌ ¨sÀÆ G¥ÀAiÉÆÃUÀ 
§zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉ ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä EaÒ¹gÀÄªÀÅzÁV w½¹gÀÄvÁÛgÉ. 

¸À»/- £ÀUÀgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ UÁæªÀiÁAvÀgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á dAn ¤zÉÃð±ÀPÀgÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ ¸ÀzÀ¸Àå PÁAiÀÄðzÀ²ðUÀ¼ÀÄ, 
zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ, zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ.

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÅgÀ AiÉÆÃd£Á ¥Áæ¢üPÁgÀ 
J¸ï.J£ï. PÁA¥ÉèPïì, ªÉÆzÀ®£ÉÃ ªÀÄºÀr, £ÀUÀgÀ ¥ÉÇ°Ã¸ï oÁuÉ JzÀÄgÀÄ, `r’ PÁæ¸ï, 

zÉÆqÀØ§¼Áî¥ÀÅgÀ-561203. zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 080-29562046

¸ÀASÉå: DPA/TP/CLU/48/2025-26 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 07.09.2026

¥ÀæPÀluÉ

Chitradurga 
promotes natural 

farming
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

 
A district-level workshop on 
natural farming was held suc-
cessfully in Chitradurga to 
create greater awareness 
among farmers about sustain-
able and low-cost farming 
methods. 

The programme was organ-
ised by the Agriculture De-
partment and TechnoServe at 
the Institute of Agricultural 
Technicians.Joint Agriculture 
Director Dr. B. Manjunath, 
who chaired the workshop, 
said several activities were 
being conducted under the 
National Natural Farming 
Campaign to promote natural 
farming across the district. He 
said biodigester units would 
also be encouraged to help 
farmers produce bio-inputs and 
reduce farming costs.

Manjunath said selected vil-
lages were being used for 
awareness programmes and 
training sessions. Farmers are 
being taught natural farming 
practices so they can under-

stand the benefits and adopt 
suitable methods on their 
farms. Assistant Agriculture 
Director Rajinikanth R. said 
the Babbur Pharana District 
Agricultural Training Centre 
had already conducted training 
on organic and natural farming 
and urged agriculture friends to 
share the knowledge with 
farmers.

TechnoServe Senior Project 
Officer Srikanth Bhat ex-
plained the organisation’s ac-
tivities. District representative 
Murugesh said the Srishti proj-
ect was working with about 
2,000 farmers on regenerative 
natural farming practices in 
partnership with Sri Manjuna-
thaswamy Raitha Producer 
Company.

Organisation representative 
Avinash said low-cost biodi-
gester-based bioremediation 
units were being installed with 
support from the SELCO 
Foundation. More than 80 units 
have already been established 
in the district, with a target of 
500 units in the coming days. 

Karwar tightens rules for eco-
friendly Ganesh celebrations

CH NEWS, KARWAR
 

The district administration has 
made strict arrangements for a 
peaceful and eco-friendly Ga-
nesh Chaturthi celebration. 
Deputy Commissioner K. 
Lakshmi Priya said plaster of 
Paris idols and DJ systems have 
been completely prohibited 
across the district.

Speaking at a peace commit-
tee meeting at the District Col-
lectorate on Tuesday, the Depu-
ty Commissioner urged people 
to use eco-friendly Ganesh idols 
and avoid plastic decorations. 
Police permission will be re-
quired for loudspeakers. Sound 
levels must remain within pre-
scribed limits, with 55 decibels 

allowed in residential areas and 
50 decibels in sensitive places 
such as schools and hospitals. 
Loudspeakers will not be per-
mitted after 10 p.m.

A single-window system has 
been arranged at local bodies 
and gram panchayats to help or-
ganisers obtain necessary per-
missions without visiting sever-
al offices. As many as 1,492 
public Ganesh idols are expect-
ed to be installed across the dis-
trict.

 Processions must be held 
only with proper local permis-
sions.

Superintendent of Police Dee-
pan M.N. said extensive security 
arrangements have been made. 
About 400 Home Guards, 15 

DAR contingents, KSRP person-
nel and local police will be de-
ployed as needed. Firefighters, 
medical teams, expert swim-
mers, JCBs and HESCOM staff 
will be available at immersion 
points. Quick Response Teams 
will also handle emergencies.

Authorities said most idols are 
expected to be immersed by the 
11th day.

 Green crackers should be 
purchased only from authorised 
shops. Police and Pollution 
Control Board officials will 
check sound levels and act on 
complaints. Organisers request-
ed road repairs along procession 
routes, and officials assured 
temporary repairs where neces-
sary.

(Two Cover System) (Only through KPP Portal)
The Executive Engineer, SWD Division, BECC invites tender 
from eligible tenderers registered in GBA or equivalent 
registration with PWD / CPWD or any state governmental 
organization for the execution of works detailed in the table 
below (Standard Tender Documents KW-3 & KW-4).

No.: BECC/EE/SWD/TN/02/2026-27 Date: 08.09.2026
InvItatIon for tenDers 

short term tenDer notIfIcatIon

Sd/- Executive Engineer, SWD, 
Bengaluru East City Corporation

Office of the Executive Engineer, SWD,  
1st Floor, BECC Building, Hoodi Main Road,  

Hoodi, Bengaluru - 560048

BENGALURU EAST CITY CORPORATION

Calendar of Events: (1) The tender document may be 
downloaded through KPP Portal: 09.09.2026 onwards.  
(2) Last Date of submission queries : 15.09.2026 within 
11:00 a.m. (3) Date & Time for Pre-bid meeting: 15.09.2026 
at 3:00 p.m. (4) Last date & time for receipt of tenders: 
23.09.2026 upto 4:00 p.m. (5) Date & Time for Opening 
Technical bid: 24.09.2026 at 4:30 p.m. Further details may be 
obtained from the above office, during office hours or website  
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sl. 
No. Name of the Work

1

Annual Maintenance of Storm Water Drains in 
Rammurthynagara Division Zone-02 BECC. Estimated 
amount (in lakhs.): 25.00, Amount put to Tender (in 
Lakhs.): 24.74, EMD (in Rs.): 50,000.00.

2

Annual Maintenance of Storm Water Drains in K R Pura 
Division Zone-02 BECC. Estimated amount (in lakhs.): 
65.00, Amount put to Tender (in Lakhs.): 64.64, EMD 
(in Rs.): 2,00,000.00.

3

Annual Maintenance of Storm Water Drains in HAL 
Division Zone-02 BECC. Estimated amount (in lakhs.): 
85.00, Amount put to Tender (in Lakhs.): 84.98, EMD 
(in Rs.): 2,00,000.00.

CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, SEDAM.
Near State Bank of India, Sedam-585222 Dist : Kalaburagi, State : Karnataka

WebSite: www.sedamtown.mrc.gov.in, Phone: 08441-277912-276932

NO:TMC-SEDAM/Others/2025-26 Date: 08.09.2026

The Chief Officer TMC Sedam Dist Kalaburagi Karnataka Invites Tenders Under AMRUT-
2.0 (Rejuvanation of water body) CAP-2026-27, MF -2025-26 (7.25%) and MF-2025-26
Through http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in KPP  Portal as per the KTPP Act 2000 from Eligible
Registered contractors.
1) Works/Goods/Service Details : 1.DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT59340 :
others, 2. DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT59143 : Others, 3. DMA/2026-27/OW/
WORK_INDENT59918/Call-2:Others, 4.DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT60791/Call-2 :
Others, 5. DMA/2026-27/SE8319 : Others, 6. DMA/2026-27/SE8317 : Others, 7. DMA/2026-
27/OW/WORK_INDENT60784/Call-2 : Others, 8. DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT60569/
Call-2 : Reserved for 2A, 9. DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT60523/Call-2 : Reserved for
SC, 10. DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT60554/Call-2 : Reserved for 2A, 11. DMA/2025-
26/RD/WORK_INDENT55019/Call-3 : Others, 02) Head of Account : Amrut  2.0 (Rejuvanation
of water Body) CAP-2026-27,MF-2025-26 (7.25%) MF-2025-26, 03) Works/Goods/Service
Estimated Cost : Rs. 0.56 to 100.00 Lakhs, 04) Contractors/Agency/Suppliers Edibility :
Eligible Registered contractors, 05) Works/Goods/Service Tender Cost : Rs. 0.56 to 100.00
Lakhs, 06) Last date for applying the tender : 25.09.2026 Evening 17.30 Hours,
07) Tenders Opening Date : 28.09.2026 Morning 11.00 Hours, (Financial Bid  Opening
As per kpp portal) 08) Office Address and Contact Details : City Municipal Council
Sedam- 7892152625.

Sd/-Municipal Commissioner
CMC Sedam

TENDER NOTIFICATION

DIPR/Kalaburagi/526/Deshpande Publicity/2026-27 To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

Karnataka launches 12,000 
Azolla units for livestock

CH NEWS, GADAG 
 

The Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services De-
partment has launched a scheme to establish 12,000 
Azolla production units across Karnataka to provide 
additional fodder for livestock, especially milk-pro-
ducing cattle and calves. 

The programme will cover 240 taluks in all 31 dis-
tricts, with a total allocation of Rs. 3.78 crore. Each 
unit will cost about Rs. 3,150.

Azolla is a nutrient-rich aquatic plant containing 
protein and minerals. It can be used as supplementary 
feed when rainfall is poor, green fodder is scarce or 
livestock farmers face other fodder shortages. Offi-
cials said the new units are intended to help farmers 
maintain livestock nutrition during difficult periods 
and support milk production.

District-wise targets have been fixed under the 
scheme. Belagavi will receive 750 units with Rs. 
23.62 lakh, while Vijayapura has been allocated 650 
units and Rs. 20.47 lakh. Uttara Kannada will receive 
600 units with Rs. 18.90 lakh, and Kalaburagi will get 
550 units with Rs. 17.32 lakh. Bagalkot and Tumak-
uru have been assigned 500 units each. 

Kundapur police hunt 
suspects in two theft cases
KUNDAPUR

 
Gold jewellery worth around Rs 8 lakh was al-
legedly stolen from a house in Karkunje village 
of Kundapur taluk, Udupi district. The jewellery 
weighed 56 grams and was reportedly kept inside 
a purse placed in an unlocked cupboard in the 
bedroom.According to a complaint filed by Gan-
gadhara Manjaru, the jewellery was last seen in 
the cupboard around 10 am on August 17. When 
he checked the purse on the night of September 
6, the jewellery was missing.The stolen items 
included two four-gram gold rings, an eight-gram 
bracelet and a 40-gram chain with a Lakshmi 
pendant.

Police suspect that unidentified persons may 
have entered the house and taken the jewellery. 

Kundapur Rural police have registered a case 
under Sections 331(3), 331(4) and 305 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

 Further investigation is underway to identify 
those responsible and recover the stolen property.

In another incident, about Rs 1.1 lakh in cash 
was allegedly stolen from a milk parlour at 
Basrur Moorkai in Voderahobli village. Owner 
Surendra said he locked the shop around 10.30 
pm on September 6 and returned the next morn-
ing.

When he opened the shop at about 6 am on 
September 7, he found that the roofing sheets had 
been damaged and the cash was missing.
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The corridor will 
drastically alter India’s 

freight transportation landscape 
and position the country as a 

direct contender to China in 
cost-effective global 

logistics.

- Devendra Fadnavis, 
Maharashtra CM

HYDERABAD

Samsung India has re-
portedly begun laying 
off executiv es across 
its televisio n and home 
appliance businesses as 
part of a cost-rationalisation 
exercise, amid muted consumer 
demand, rising operating costs 
and an organisational restructur-
ing, according to multiple re-
ports.

The workforce reduction is 
said to affect employees across 
several levels, including direc-
tors, team leaders, branch man-
agers and area managers. The 
layoffs are reportedly being im-

plemented in phases, with ter-
mination letters issued to em-
ployees over the past few days. 
Some affected employees have 
allegedly been asked to leave 
immediately without serving 
their notice period. Samsung 
has declined to comment on 
the reported layoffs when con-

tacted. According to reports, 
the company is offering affect-
ed employees a severance pa 
ckage comprising three mon 
ths’ salary, along with an addi-
tional month’s salary for every 
completed year of service.

The reported restructuring 
comes as consumer electron-

ics companies face softer de-
mand and increasing input 
costs. Higher memory chip 
prices, elevated raw material 
costs and depreciation of the 
Indian rupee have added pres-
sure to operating expenses. 
India’s smartphone market has 
also weakened, with smart-

phone shipments reportedly de-
clining about 12 per cent year-
on-year. Some industry experts 
expect the market to contract 
around 13 per cent in 2026, al-
though the second half could 
see improvement as festive 
dema nd provides support. Sam-
sung had also planned to integr 
ate its television and home appli 
ance sales teams, but the move 
has reportedly been deferred 
until the December quarter.

Despite the restructuring, 
Samsung India reported revenue 
of more than Rs 1.1 lakh crore 
and a net profit of Rs 11,287 
crore in FY25, highlighting the 
scale of its Indian operations.

Samsung India asks 100 executives to leave
COST-CUTTING, BIZ RESTRUCTURING

PM-SETU approves  
Rs 735.70 cr ITI clusters 

in Rajasthan
CH NEWS, New Delhi
The National Steering 

Committee (NSC) of the 
Pradh an Mantri Skilling 

and Employability Trans-
formation through  

Upgraded ITIs  
(PM- SETU) on Tuesday 
approv ed Strategic In-
vestment Pla ns (SIPs) 

with a combined project 
outlay of Rs 735.70 crore 
for Industrial Training In-

stitute (ITI) clusters in Ra-
jasthan, Uttar Pradesh 

and Telangana. The fifth 
NSC meeting of PM- 

SETU was held under the 
chairpersonship of  

Debashree Mukherjee, 
Secretary, Ministry of  

Skill Development and  
Entrepreneurship  

(MSDE). The meeting was 
attended by senior  

officials from the Ministry 
and state governments,  

representatives of  
multilateral development 

banks and industry  
partners.

Dedicated Freight 
Corridor cuts cargo 
travel time: Modi

CH NEWS, Vadodara
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on Tuesday  
described the completion 

of India’s Dedicated 
Freight Corridor (DFC) 

network as a major step  
in transforming the  

country’s logistics system, 
saying the infrastructure 
would cut freight travel 

time, reduce fuel and 
transport costs, and  

help farmers get perisha-
ble produce to markets 

faster. Addressing a gath-
ering in Vadodara after 

dedicating the final  
key sections of the  
Western Dedicated  

Freight Corridor  
(WDFC) to the nation,  

PM Modi said the  
completion of more than 

2,800 km of dedicated 
freight infrastructure  

represented an important 
achievement for 21st- 

century India.

NEW DELHI

Electric vehicle (EV) retail sales 
in India rose 52.9% YoY to 
2,98,448 units in August 2026, 
according to data released by 
the Federation of Automobile 
Dealers Associations (FADA). 
EV penetration climbed to 
12.3% from 9.5%.

All four EV categories two- 
wheelers, three-wheelers, pas-
senger vehicles and commercial 
vehicles recorded their highest 
August retail sales in August.

Electric two-wheeler sales 
increased 67.05% YoY to 
1,83,204 units, but fell 10.35 per 
cent from July. TVS Motor led 
the segment with 48,938 units, 
followed by Bajaj Auto with 
41,114 and Ather Energy with 
28,757. Ola Electric sold 13,852 
units, down 29% YoY. Two- 
wheelers’ penetration rose to 
10.7% from 7.7%. Electric 
three-wheeler sales grew 
25.28% YoY to 79,846 units, 
taking penetration to 65.3% 
from 56.6%. Bajaj Auto led 

with 13,833 units, followed by 
Mahindra Last Mile Mobility at 
12,806. Electric commercial ve-
hicles posted the fastest growth, 
nearly tripling to 4,702 units 
from 1,631 last year. Penetration 
rose to 5.18% from 2.06%. Tata 
Motors led with 1,416 units.

Electric passenger vehicle 
sales rose 51.89% to 30,696 
uni ts ,  with penetrat ion  
reaching 7.6%. TMPV led with 
13,158 units, followed by Ma-
hindra & Mahindra at 6,464 and 
JSW MG Motor India at 4,622.

India’s EV sales hit record August high
Two-wheelers led growth with 17.15 lakh registrations, while PV sales crossed 4 lakh as CNG, hybrids and EVs together took a 41.95% share.

EV sales surge 53%, 
penetration hits 12.3%

n �2,98,448: Total EV retail sales in August 

n �52.9%: Year-on-year growth in EV sales 

n �12.3%: Overall EV penetration, up from 9.5% 

n �1,83,204: Electric two-wheelers sold 

n �79,846: Electric three-wheelers sold 

n �4,702: Electric commercial vehicles sold 

n �30,696: Electric passenger vehicles sold 

NEW DELHI

The International Financial 
Services Centres Authority (IF-
SCA) has notified a new regu-
latory framework to curb mar-
ket abuse in the securities mar-
kets at GIFT City, bringing 
insider trading, fraudulent and 
manipulative practices and un-
fair trading under a single set 
of regulations.

The IFSCA (Prohibition of 
Market Abuse in Securities 
Markets) Regulations, 2026, 
seek to strengthen investor 
protection and establish a com-
prehensive framework for pre-
venting market-abuse activities 
in the International Financial 
Services Centre (IFSC).

The new regulations effec-
tively replace the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India’s ex-
isting rules on insider trading 
and fraudulent and unfair trade 
practices for the IFSC. Once 
they come into force, Sebi’s 
Prohibition of Insider Trading 
Regulations, 2015, and Prohibi-
tion of Fraudulent and Unfair 
Trade Practices relating to Se-
curities Market Regulations, 
2003, will no longer apply in 
the IFSC.

Under the framework, IFSCA 
can take action against viola-
tions under the governing Act. 
Penalties may include war 
nings or censure, along with 
suspension or cancellation of 
registrations of regulated enti-

ties or persons. The regulations 
prohibit fraudulent transactions, 
securities-price and benchmark 
manipulation, artificial demand, 
circular trading and the dissem-
ination of false or misleading 
information. They also specifi-
cally target repeated placement 
and cancellation of orders 
without an intention to execute 
them when such activity is de-
signed to influence securities’ 
supply, demand or prices.

The framework further pro-
hibits unauthorised transac-
tions on behalf of clients, arti-
ficial trading activity and 
planting false or misleading 
news through physical or digi-
tal media when it could induce 
investors to trade.

IFSCA tightens market 
abuse rules at GIFT City
IFSCA has consolidated market-abuse 

rules at GIFT City, targeting insider 
trading, manipulation and misleading 

information under one framework.

Key prohibitions
n �Fraudulent and manipulative transactions 

n �Price and benchmark manipulation 

n �Artificial demand and circular trading 

n �False or misleading information 

n �Repeated non-genuine order placement 
and cancellation 

n �Unauthorised client transactions 

n �Artificial trading activity 

Industry context
The reported workforce reduction comes against a 

backdrop of softer consumer demand, higher memo-
ry-chip and raw-material costs, and rupee depreciation, 
which are increasing operating pressures for consumer 

electronics companies.

URAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday dedicated the 
JNPT–New Umargam 
stretch of the Western 
Dedicated Frei ght 
Corridor (WDFC) 
to the nation, mark-
ing a significant 
milestone in India’s 
infrastructure and 
freight transportation net-
work.

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis termed the 
inauguration transformative, 
saying the corridor will re-
shape India’s freight landscape 
and strengthen the country’s 
ability to compete with China 
in cost-effective global logis-
tics. The Rs 1.3 lakh crore proj-
ect spans 1,500 km across Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, 

connecting northern India 
with the western coastline. Fad-
navis said the corridor could 
help reduce India’s logistics 
costs to 7 per cent from the cur-
rent 10 per cent of GDP.

According to Fadnavis, In-
dia’s logistics costs were 
around 14 per cent of GDP be-
fore 2014, compared with ap-
proximately 7 per cent in Chi-
na. The reduction over the past 
decade has improved India’s 
competitiveness, while the 
freight corridor is expected to 

provide another major boost.
Around 70-80 per cent of the 

corridor’s capacity is designed 
for ISO import-export contain-
er traffic between northern in-
land container depots and 
western ports, including JNPT, 
Mundra and Pipavav.

The corridor will carry fer-
tilisers, food grains, salt, coal, 
petroleum products, cement and 
industrial goods. It will also 
serve as the logistics backbone 
of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor, supporting multimod-
al logistics parks and industrial 
nodes.

JNPT currently handles more 
than 55 per cent of India’s con-
tainer traffic. Fadnavis said the 
upcoming Vadhavan Port, 
planned to be three times larger 
than JNPT, along with the 
WDFC, could establish Maha-
rashtra as a major maritime and 
logistics powerhouse.

WDFC stretch to transform freight logistics

Apple iPhone shipments in India 
may jump 40% in launch quarter
NEW DELHI

Apple is expected to see a 
strong increase in iPhone ship-
ments in India during the 2026 
launch quarter, with CyberMe-
dia Research (CMR) estimat-
ing shipments to be around 40 
per cent higher than the aver-
age quarterly level. The antic-
ipated launch of Apple’s first 
foldable iPhone is also expect-
ed to give a fresh boost to the 
company’s presence in the 
fast-growing foldable smart-
phone category.

According to preliminary 
CMR estimates, Apple’s aver-
age quarterly shipments in 
India during 2026 are expect-
ed to be around 20 per cent, 
while shipments in the launch 
quarter of September, October 

and November could reach 
around 40 per cent. CMR has 
estimated year-on-year growth 
of around 4 per cent for Apple 
in the launch quarter.

The research firm expects 
the iPhone 18 Pro to account 
for around 8 per cent of Ap-
ple’s share during the launch 
quarter, while the iPhone 18 
Pro Max could account for 
around 5 per cent. The antici-
pated iPhone Fold could cap-
ture around 24 per cent of 
India’s foldable smartphone 
market during its launch quar-
ter.

The expected foldable 
launch comes at a time when 
Apple is navigating an ongo-
ing AI talent brain drain and a 
generational leadership tran-
sition. At the same time, the 

company’s entry into the fold-
able segment could create sig-
nificant consumer interest, 
particularly among Apple loy-
alists who have been waiting 
for the company to introduce 
a foldable device.

Apple’s longstanding priva-
cy positioning is expected to 
remain an important part of 
its brand differentiation. Its 
Siri relaunch and broader ar-
tificial intelligence push, al-
though arriving a year late, 
are being integrated into core 
consumer use cases such as 
productivity and camera func-
tionality.

The company’s rumoured 
product release strategy also 
indicates a deliberate shift in 
the timing of its iPhone 
launches. .

NEW DELHI

India’s 2026 BRICS Presidency 
offers strategic opportunities to 
expand exports, attract invest-
ments, strengthen manufactur-
ing and technolo-
gy partnerships, 
diversify supply 
chains, and enhance 
BRICS influence in 
the global economy, 
according to an article.

The global economic land 
scape is undergoing a signif-
icant transformation, with 
emerging economies playing an 
increasingly influential role in 
shaping trade, investment, de-
velopment finance, and interna-
tional economic governance. At 

the centre of this transformation 
is BRICS, which has evolved 
from a grouping of five major 
emerging economies into a 
much broader platform represen 

ting the aspirations and eco-
nomic inter-
ests of the 

Global Sou 
th, the article 

on the Europe-
an Times news 

website observed.
It highlights that 

India’s BRICS Presi-
dency in 2026, under 

the theme “Building for Resil-
ience, Innovation, Cooperation 
and Sustainability,” comes at a 
pivotal moment. With an expan 
ded membership comprising 

Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, and 
the United Arab Emirates, along 
with 10 partner countries, 
BRICS@21 now has a signifi-
cantly broader geographic and 
economic footprint. For India, 
this expansion presents a major 
opportunity to strengthen expor 
ts, attract investment, diversify 
supply chains, promote technol-
ogy partnerships and contribute 
to a more inclusive and multipo-
lar global economic order.

The partner countries, includ-
ing Belarus, Bolivia, Kazakh-
stan, Cuba, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
Thailand, Uganda, Uzbekistan, 
and Vietnam, further broadened 
their outreach.

NEW DELHI

India has laid the foundations 
for a resilient and self-reliant 
critical minerals ecosystem 
through policy initiatives, do-
mestic exploration and strate-
gic international partnerships 
with the next phase focused on 
building processing and man-
ufacturing capabilities, accord-
ing to a report released on 
Tuesday.

According to a report by 
strategic affairs think tank 
Synergia Foundation, critical 
minerals such as lithium, co-
balt, nickel, graphite, copper, 
rare earth elements, gallium, 
germanium, vanadium and 
tungsten are increasingly be-

coming essential for electric 
vehicles, renewable energy, 
semiconductors, defence sys-
tems and digital infrastructure.

It noted that the National 
Critical Mineral Mission has 
created a comprehensive 
framework spanning explora-
tion, mining, beneficiation, 
processing, recycling, overseas 
asset acquisition, research and 
development and processing 
infrastructure.

“India’s critical minerals 
challenge is not simply about 
what lies beneath the ground. 
It is about whether we can 
convert mineral potential into 
reliable strategic supply,” Lt 
Gen GAV Reddy (Retd), Chief 
Strategic Officer, Synergia 

Foundation, said.
“The real advantage lies in 

processing, refining, recycling, 
technology and downstream 
manufacturing. A mineral in 
the ground is not security until 
it enters the supply chain,” he 
added.

Synergia Foundation Found-
er and President Tobby Simon 
said critical minerals were 
now central to economic 
growth, industrial develop-
ment and national security.

“India’s next phase of 
growth will depend on secur-
ing the materials that sit at the 
foundation of our energy, tech-
nology and defence ambitions. 
The objective should not be 
complete self-sufficiency. It 

should be strategic resilience,” 
Simon said.

According to the report, In-
dia has already taken import-
ant steps through domestic 
exploration efforts and over-
seas resource partnerships and 
now has an opportunity to 
build a fully integrated critical 
minerals value chain.

It noted that the country’s 
strategy should focus on ex-
panding domestic processing 
and refining capacity, securing 
diverse international supply 
partnerships and linking min-
eral security with downstream 
industries such as electric ve-
hicles, batteries, semiconduc-
tors, renewable energy and 
defence manufacturing.

Critical minerals mission gives India strong 
platform for industrial growth

BRICS playing bigger role in 
new world economic order

NEW DELHI

The Indian coal sector has 
witnessed a remarkable trans-
formation since 2014, driven 
by a series of reforms under-
taken by the government 
aimed at enhancing transpar-
ency, efficiency, technology 
adoption, infrastructure devel-

opment, ease of operations 
and energy security, accord-
ing to a factsheet issued by 
the government.

Mahanadi Coalfields Limit-
ed (MCL) represents one of 
the most compelling success 
stories of India’s coal sector 
transformation since 2014 on 
the back of government re-

forms to boost coal produc-
tion in the country.

From the production of 23 
million tonnes (MT) of coal 
in 1992-93, MCL has grown 
into India’s largest coal-pro-
ducing company and has sus-
tained more than 200 MT of 
both production and dispatch 
for three consecutive years.

Mahanadi coalfields scripts dramatic 
reforms-driven success story

NEW DELHI

India’s first indigenously de-
veloped bullet train is expect-
ed to commence trial runs by 
May or June next year with 
commercial inauguration like-
ly within two to four months 
after testing, Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
said on Tuesday.

Addressing the ‘NaMo for 
Viksit Bharat’ event in Va-
dodara, the minister said the 
first body frame of the high-
speed train had recently been 
completed and sent for 
squeeze testing.

“By May or June of next 
year, India’s own bullet train 
will be on the tracks for test-
ing. After a testing period of 
2-4 months, the bullet train 
will be inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” 
Vaishnaw said.

The minister said project 
was being developed in line 
with the vision of an Atmanir-
bhar Bharat and would signifi-
cantly reduce travel time be-
tween Vadodara and Mumbai.

“When you ride the bullet 
train from Vadodara, you will 
reach Mumbai in just an hour 
and a half,” he said.

India’s indigenous bullet train 
trials to start by May-June: Min  
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DROUGHT DEMANDS 
ACTION, NOT 

POLITICAL BLAME

Karnataka is staring at another difficult agricultural sea-
son, with deficient rainfall threatening crops and the 
livelihoods of thousands of farmers. At a time when un-

certainty is spreading across rural Karnataka, the three-day 
special session of the State Legislature on drought must rise 
above political rhetoric and concentrate exclusively on the cri-
sis confronting the farming community.

The new government headed by Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar is completing 100 days next week. Yet, the seriousness 
of the drought situation demands that the newly inducted min-
isters move beyond the corridors of power and get into the field. 
District in-charge ministers have been asked to survey crop 
conditions in their respective districts and assess the impact of 
the deficient rains. This exercise must not become a mere ad-
ministrative formality. It should produce a realistic assessment 
of crop damage and, more importantly, a clear roadmap for 
relief. The drought debate should be based on facts on the 
ground. Farmers do not need inflated figures, political speech-
es or competing claims about who is responsible. They need 
immediate assistance. There is, unfortunately, a familiar pattern 
whenever a drought strikes. Governments tend to submit large 
estimates of crop losses to the Centre, anticipating that only a 
fraction of the amount sought may eventually be released. The 
subsequent shortfall then becomes an opportunity to accuse the 
Union government of discrimination. The Centre, in turn, points 
to assessment procedures, norms and available evidence. In this 
familiar blame game, the farmer is invariably pushed to the 
margins.

The forthcoming session provides an opportunity to break this 

cycle.
The government must present a transparent and scientifically 

credible assessment of crop losses. District-wise data, crop-wise 
damage and the number of affected farmers should be placed 
before the Legislature. The Opposition, too, has a responsibil-
ity to scrutinise the figures constructively rather than merely 
use the drought as another weapon against the government.

The BJP-JDS Opposition should demand accountability, but 
it should also place practical suggestions on the table. The rul-
ing parties, meanwhile, must accept criticism where it is justi-
fied instead of attributing every difficulty to the Centre. Drought 
is not a political issue belonging to one party or another. It is a 
Karnataka issue.

The immediate priority should be relief from the State’s own 
resources. Whatever assistance is available from the Govern-
ment of India should be mobilised and distributed without de-
lay, but Karnataka cannot afford to wait indefinitely for central 
assistance before responding to the distress in its villages. The 
State must do everything within its financial capacity to support 
farmers who have lost crops because of inadequate rainfall.

This is admittedly easier said than done. Karnataka’s financ-
es are under considerable pressure, with a substantial portion of 
the annual budgetary resources committed to the government’s 
five guarantee schemes. The government may dispute the argu-
ment that these commitments have constrained its fiscal space, 
but the reality remains that resources are limited and competing 
demands are immense. In such circumstances, the drought-hit 
farmer cannot be asked to bear the burden of fiscal constraints.

Relief must therefore be prioritised carefully. Assistance 
should reach genuinely affected farmers without bureaucratic 
delays or political discrimination. Crop-loss compensation, 
drinking-water security, employment opportunities in rural ar-
eas, fodder availability and support for the next agricultural 
season should form part of an integrated drought response.

The Legislature must also examine why recurring droughts 
continue to cause such severe distress. Karnataka needs a long-
term strategy for water conservation, drought-resistant agricul-
ture, efficient irrigation and better rainfall management. Every 
drought exposes the vulnerabilities of the state’s agricultural 
economy. The lessons from one crisis should become the foun-
dation for preparing for the next.

The three-day session will be productive only if both the trea-
sury and Opposition benches resist the temptation to turn it into 
another political confrontation. The farmer should be at the 
centre of every discussion.

The government should be honest about the extent of the 
crisis and the resources available. The Opposition should be 
equally honest in its criticism and suggestions. Instead of com-
peting over who can blame whom, the parties should compete 
over who can offer the most effective relief.

Karnataka’s drought-hit farmers cannot eat political rhetoric. 
They need timely money, water, employment and hope. The 
special session must give them precisely that.

- SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

SATYA NIKETAN TRAGEDY: ACCOUNTABILITY 
MUST COME BEFORE DISASTER STRIKES AGAIN

The collapse on Sunday 
of a five-storey stu-
dent-PG building in 

Delhi’s Satya Niketan is not 
merely a tragic accident. It 
raises serious questions about 
a system that allows build-
ings to come up, permits un-
authorized construction, al-
lows students to live in them, 
overlooks structural vulnera-
bilities for years and wakes 
up only after the building 
collapses. Six people have 
reportedly lost their lives and 
several others have been in-
jured. Preliminary reports 
indicate that the building had 
a basement and several upper 
floors, and that repair or con-
struction work was under-
way. The administration has 
ordered a magisterial inquiry 
and an FIR against the build-
ing owner. But the real ques-
tion is not who will face an 
FIR after the tragedy? The 
real question is: Where were 
the responsible authorities 
before the tragedy? If there 
was a violation of construc-
tion norms, if there was no 
sanctioned building plan, if 
additional floors had been 
constructed, if construction 
work was being carried out 
in the basement, if the build-
ing was being used to accom-
modate students, and if it 
was structurally unsafe why 
did the administration not de-
tect these violations while 
the construction was taking 
place? Why did action not 
begin when the danger first 
became visible?

Satya Niketan, located near 
the South Campus of Delhi 
University, is one of the ma-
jor student neighbourhoods 
of the capital. Thousands of 
young people from different 
parts of the country come 
here with dreams of educa-
tion and a better future. They 
live in small rooms, pay-
ing-guest accommodations 
and rented premises while 
pursuing their studies. Their 
parents spend a substantial 
part of their lifetime savings 
on their children’s education, 
believing that their children 
will be safe in the national 
capital. But when a young 
person who has left home in 
search of education ends up 
living in a building whose 
very foundation rests on 
compromises with rules and 
safety, our entire concept of 
development stands exposed. 
And this is not the first warn-
ing. In 2022, a four-storey 
under-construction building 
in Satya Niketan collapsed, 
killing two workers and in-
juring four others. Even then, 
questions were raised about 
construction practices, safety 

measures and building super-
vision. Nearly four years lat-
er, another major building 
collapsed in the same area. It 
means that instead of learn-
ing from the tragedy, we 
treated it merely as a news 
story and moved on.

While discussing corrup-
tion, however, caution is nec-
essary. It would be unfair to 
declare any officer or busi-
nessman guilty without an 
investigation. But if an inqui-
ry establishes that construc-
tion violations were deliber-
ately ignored, inspections 
were conducted negligently, 
or there was any form of col-
lusion, accountability cannot 
stop with the building owner. 
The person who violated the 
rules and the person who al-
lowed those violations to 
continue must both be held 
accountable. The Satya Ni-
ketan tragedy cannot be 
viewed in isolation from the 
Old Rajinder Nagar tragedy 
of July 2024. There, three 
civil services aspirants, Tan-
ya Soni, Shreya Yadav and 
Naveen Dalwin, lost their 
lives after water flooded the 
basement of the Rao IAS 
Study Circle. The most dis-
turbing fact was that the 
basement was being used as 
a library, whereas available 
documents indicated that it 
was meant for parking and 
storage.

Even more alarming was 
the fact that a student had re-
portedly complained to the 
MCD almost a month before 
the tragedy. A complaint filed 
on June 26, 2024, raised con-
cerns about the illegal use of 
the basement and warned of 
the possibility of a major ac-
cident. Reminders were re-
portedly sent on July 15 and 
July 22. Then, on July 27, 
three young lives were lost. 
A subsequent MCD inquiry 
referred to issues relating to 
road construction, drainage 
and other factors. But an 
equally fundamental question 
remained: How was a base-
ment being used illegally as 
a library, and why was timely 
action not taken despite vio-
lations of the rules? This is 
perhaps the greatest disease 
afflicting our system: a warn-
ing of danger is not treated as 
a problem; the accident itself 
is treated as the problem. The 
law exists on paper, while on 
the ground the prevailing 
philosophy is, “It will be 
fine; everyone does it.”

India does not suffer from 
a shortage of building regu-
lations. There are rules gov-
erning sanctioned building 
plans, building bye-laws, fire 
safety, structural safety, oc-

cupancy certificates, parking 
and the use of basements. 
The problem is not the num-
ber of rules; the problem is 
the integrity with which they 
are enforced. When a build-
ing permitted for one floor 
ends up with four or five 
floors; when a basement 
sanctioned for storage be-
comes a library or a commer-
cial establishment; when 
drainage channels are ob-
structed and construction 
continues regardless the issue 
is not merely individual reck-
lessness. It is a failure of the 

entire system of supervision 
that sees such changes taking 
place in plain sight yet fails 
to act in time. Corruption is 
not merely the act of accept-
ing a bribe. Corruption also 
exists when a responsible 
person knowingly fails to 
perform his duty. Turning a 
blind eye to illegal construc-
tion is also a betrayal of pub-
lic responsibility. Knowing 
that a building is dangerous 
and still failing to act is part 
of a deeply flawed adminis-
trative culture.

In May 2024, a fire broke 
out at the Central Revenue 
Building in Delhi’s ITO area. 
A 46-year-old office superin-
tendent died of suffocation 
caused by smoke. Reports 
indicated that the building 
was old and did not have a 
modern fire-sprinkler system. 
This tragedy raised another 
uncomfortable question: If 
safety standards are inade-
quate even in government 
buildings, what can citizens 
expect from the monitoring 
of private and unauthorized 
structures?  After every trag-
edy, the same familiar spec-
tacle unfolds. 

Ministers visit the site. Of-
ficials hold meetings. Com-
pensation is announced. An 
inquiry committee is consti-
tuted. Some buildings are 
sealed. A few arrests are 
made. For a few days, the ad-
ministration appears intense-
ly active. And then, gradual-
ly, everything returns to nor-
mal. For them, an inquiry 

committee is not a solution; 
it is a lifetime of emptiness. 
Compensation cannot replace 
their son or daughter. They 
want to know why their child 
was not safe. Who guaran-
teed that safety? Who was 
responsible for supervision? 
Who ignored the danger? 
Who failed to act when ac-
tion could have saved lives? 
Therefore, the purpose of an 
inquiry should not merely be 
to identify an individual cul-
prit. 

It must also determine 
where and how the system 

failed. Where did the file 
stop moving? Who conduct-
ed the inspection? Who ig-
nored or suppressed the com-
plaint? On what basis was 
the building plan approved? 
How did unauthorized con-
struction continue for years? 
Who was responsible for the 
safety of the people living in 
the building? And most im-
portantly will the officials 
whose very responsibility 
was to prevent such tragedies 
also be held accountable?

We must see the eyes of 
the parents who must have 
sent their children to Delhi 
believing that they would 
study, build successful ca-
reers and make their families 
proud. The death of those 
dreams is not merely the re-
sult of a building collapse. 
They have been crushed be-
neath a mindset in which 
money, convenience and the 
culture of “it happens every-
where” become more power-
ful than rules and human 
safety. It is time for govern-
ments to abandon the habit of 
waking up only after disas-
ters occur. Buildings must be 
inspected before they col-
lapse. Drainage must be 
fixed before water becomes a 
killer. Complaints must be 
acted upon before they be-
come memorials. And cor-
ruption must be prevented 
before it becomes a tragedy. 
India does not merely need a 
New India. It needs a safe, 
responsible, honest and com-
passionate India.

- LALIT GARGG

​St. Mary’s Basilica Marks 
Sacred Nativity Feast

On the auspicious occa-
sion of the sacred fes-
tival celebrating the 

Birth of Mother Mary, I had 
the privilege of participating 
as the Chief Guest in the spe-
cial prayer and flag-hoisting 
ceremony held at St. Mary’s 
Basilica Church, Shivajinagar.

On this blessed occasion, I 
offered my prayers to Mother 
Mary and had the honour of 
hoisting the flag.

Bishop Church Father Rev. 
Joseph Susainithan, Basilica 
Church Father Rev. Arok-
kiaswamy Sebastian, Fathers 
from various churches, 
church dignitaries, Shivaji-
nagar leaders, and a large 

gathering of devotees and 
members of the public were 
present on this sacred occa-
sion.

My heartfelt respects and 
sincere gratitude to all the 
Fathers, church dignitaries, 
and organisers for inviting 
me as the Chief Guest, wel-
coming me with immense 
warmth and affection, and 
giving me the opportunity to 
participate in this holy and 
blessed programme. 

Shri Nataraj Janakiram 
Chairman ( MoS Rank )

Karnataka State Coir De-
velopment Corporation 

Limited. Govt of Karnataka

“The rubble of Satya Niketan 
is asking us a question: Will we 
wait for the next building to 
collapse or will we finally 
awaken the system before 
another life is lost?”

Hope in Dark Times

The global observation of Mary’s nativity brings a needed message of hope 
to a world facing widespread uncertainty. Her journey demonstrates that pro-
found positive change often begins in the quietest, most humble settings. 
When surrounded by conflict and despair, her story reassures us that love and 
perseverance remain powerful forces against adversity. By embracing her 
timeless virtues of patience, quiet resilience, and unconditional love, we can 
find the courage to navigate current challenges. May her legacy inspire each 
of us to serve as beacons of light and hope within our own local communities.

 - Sharon Faustina J.

Fix Our Broken Streetlights

The escalating issue of non-functioning streetlights along Main Street demands immedi-
ate council action. Over the past month, numerous residents have reported walking in 
complete darkness, creating serious safety hazards for pedestrians and motorists alike. 
Broken lighting not only increases the risk of traffic accidents during evening commutes 
but also invites potential criminal activity into our neighborhoods. Public safety should 
be the city's highest priority, yet routine infrastructure maintenance appears neglected. I 
urge the local municipality to allocate the necessary funds to repair these lights immedi-
ately before a preventable accident occurs on our streets.

- Stephen Joshua J.

Address Illegal Waste Dumping

The growing trend of illegal waste dumping in our public parks and open green spaces is 
becoming an unbearable public concern. Construction debris, household furniture, and 
hazardous materials are routinely discarded near walking trails, posing severe environ-
mental risks and ruining community spaces for families. This blatant disregard for local 
sanitation laws threatens wildlife and pollutes our soil and runoff water. City authorities 
must step up enforcement by installing surveillance cameras in frequent dumping hotspots 
and issuing stricter fines. Our community deserves clean, safe natural spaces, and perpe-
trators must be held accountable.

- Sunil Kumar

LETTERS TO EDITOR 
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Bihar CM orders faster action on grievances
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary on Tuesday said 
resolving citizens’ grievances 
and ensuring justice was the 
government’s responsibility, 
stressing the importance of 
the state-level Sahyog Pro-
gramme in addressing public 
concerns.

A total of 137 applicants 
attended the programme at the 
Chief Minister’s Secretariat in 
Patna. Their grievances were 
heard, following which direc-
tions were issued to con-

cerned departments and dis-
trict administrations for time-
bound action.

Applicants from across Bi-
har raised issues related to 
Revenue and Land Reforms, 
Education, 

Home,  Rura l  Works , 
Health, Food and Consumer 
Protection, and Social Wel-

fare. Choudhary directed offi-
cials to handle the cases with 
transparency and sensitivity 
and ensure they were resolved 
within the stipulated time-
frame.

“Applicants whose griev-
ances have already been re-
solved need not travel to Pat-
na to attend the state-level 
programme. However, those 
facing complex cases that re-
main unresolved at the district 
level can approach the state- 
level Sahyog Programme for 
further redressal,” the Chief 
Minister said. He added that 

the government aimed to re-
solve grievances received 
through Sahyog camps within 
30 days. Choudhary also di-
rected officials to ensure eli-
gible beneficiaries receive 
old-age pensions and ration 
cards without delay. He said 
technical issues should not 
prevent eligible people from 
accessing welfare benefits. 

Senior state officials, dis-
trict magistrates and police 
officials participated in the 
programme, with several  
joining through video confer-
encing.

BIHAR GRIEVANCE PROGRAMME

Court sentences  
man to 10 years  

for 2011 rape

Student kills self  
after college 

admission setback

CH NEWS, THANE

A special fast-track court in 
Kalyan, Maharashtra, sen-
tenced 39-year-old Azhar alias 
Badu Mustaq Qureshi to 10 
years’ rigorous imprisonment 
for raping a 15-year-old girl in 
2011. The court said her con-
version to Islam as a minor 
could not be considered volun-
tary.

The girl had eloped with 
Qureshi and voluntarily accom-
panied him to Lucknow. Based 
on this, Additional Sessions 
Judge PP Muley acquitted him 
of the kidnapping charge.

The court, however, convict-
ed Qureshi for rape and award-
ed him a 10-year prison sen-
tence. The judgment was deliv-
ered on Monday in the case 
involving the minor girl from 
Dombivli in Maharashtra’s 
Thane district.

Six dead, seven  
injured in truck  
crash in Gondia 

CH NEWS, GONDIA
At least six people were kill 

ed and seven others in-
jured after a speeding 

truck collided head-on 
with a pickup vehicle in 

Maharashtra’s Go ndia dis-
trict late Monday nig ht. 

The accident occurred in 
the Nagra area along the 
Gondia-Balaghat route. 

The pickup was complete-
ly man gled in the crash, 
with six pe ople dying at 

the spot. Seven others, in-
cluding the pickup driver, 

suffered critical injuries. All 
the victims were labourers 
from Balag hat district in 

Madhya Prade sh and were 
travelling to Hy derabad 

for work. After rece iving in-
formation about the acci-
dent, locals and rural po-
lice reached the spot and 
began rescue operations. 
Those tra pped inside the 

damaged vehicle were 
pulled out and taken to a 

government hospital in 
Gondia. The injured are un-
dergoing treatment, while 
the condition of some re-

mains critical. 

CH NEWS, THANE

A 17-year-old Class 12 sci-
ence student in Thane died by 
suicide after failing to secure 
admission to his preferred 
higher education institute, po-
lice said. The teenager had 
scored 95.7 per cent in his 
board examinations, Police 
said the student sent a mes-
sage to his family’s WhatsApp 
group indicating that he in-
tended to end his life. Before 
his family could reach him, he 
died after falling from a high-
rise residential building in Hi-
ranandani Estate on Ghod-
bunder Road on September 4 
evening, The teenager’s family 
lived in an upscale housing 
com plex in the area. Police 
said the family does not sus-
pect foul play and believes ac-
ademic distress over the col-
lege admission may have con-
tributed to his dea th, Police 
are continuing their in vestiga-
tion into the circumstan ces 
surrounding the incident. 

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

Nearly two decades after India 
approved its Dedicated Freight 
Corridor project, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
dedicated the three remaining 
sections of the Western Dedi-
cated Freight Corridor to the 
nation, completing the entire 
1,506-km WDFC. The devel-
opment also completes India’s 
2,843-km dedicated freight 
network when combined with 
the 1,337-km Eastern Dedicat-
ed Freight Corridor.

The three newly completed 
sections cover 326 route-km 
and were built at a cost of 
more than Rs 20,700 crore. 
They include New Sanand 
North-New Makarpura, New 
Umbergaon-New Saphale and 
New Saphale-New JNPT. With 
their inauguration, the WDFC 
now provides a continuous 
freight link between industrial 
hubs in Uttar Pradesh and 

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust 
near Mumbai.

The corridor has a distinc-
tive design aimed at handling 
freight efficiently. It is de-
scribed as the world’s first ful-
ly electrified corridor built for 
routine double-stack container 
operations. The WDFC uses 
high-rise overhead wires that 
allow double-stack container 
trains to operate, supporting 
the movement of larger freight 

loads along the route. This 
milestone marks a major step 
in India’s freight infrastructure.

The Dedicated Freight Cor-
ridor project was approved in 
2006 by the UPA-I govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, while the 
Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Limited 
was incorporated to execute it. 
However, repeated land-acqui-
sition problems, contract de-

lays and construction challeng-
es pushed completion beyond 
the original targets. Nearly 20 
years after the project was 
commissioned, the final sec-
tions have now been complet-
ed, formally making the West-
ern corridor operational in full 
and bringing India’s dedicated 
freight network to its planned 
2,843-km length.

ED asks Kerala Police to 
register FIR against Vijayan 

family, intensifying the CMRL-
linked alleged bribery 

investigation and further 
scrutiny into it.

“The matter should have 
been resolved earlier,” 

- Omar Abdullah, CM

India completes major western 
freight corridor project

India’s Western Dedicated Freight Corridor is now fully operational, strengthening 
freight connectivity and boosting India’s transport infrastructure and logistics network.

n �Faster freight movement 

n �Cuts logistics costs 

n �Boosts industrial connectivity 

n �Supports double-stack con-
tainer trains 

n �Links factories to JNPT port 

n �Reduces pressure on passen-
ger railways 

n �Strengthens India’s freight 
network 

Development Beneficiaries 

KOCHI/NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
has asked the Kerala Director 
General of Police to register an 
FIR against former Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, his 
daughter T Veena and son-in-
law PA Mohammed Riyas in 
connection with the CM-
RL-linked alleged bribery 
case. The move follows find-
ings from the agency’s inves-
tigation and sharpens the on-
going probe.

The ED sent the communi-
cation under Section 66(2) of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, citing materi-
al gathered during its investi-
gation. Official sources said 
the agency has sought a police 
case against Vijayan, Veena, 
Riyas and some others based 
on material recovered during 
its probe and searches con-

nected with the case.
The request places the al-

leged bribery case at a fresh 
stage, with the Enforcement 
Directorate seeking formal po-
lice action against the three 
named individuals. 

The agency’s communica-
tion was addressed to the state 
police chief, seeking registra-
tion of an FIR on the basis of 
findings made during its inves-
tigation into the matter.

The development is likely to 

intensify attention on the CM-
RL-linked case involving the 
former Kerala chief minister 
and members of his family. 
The ED’s latest step follows its 
investigation and searches, 
with the agency relying on 
material it says was recovered 
during the probe. The request 
for an FIR now puts the matter 
before the Kerala Police for 
further action based on the al-
legations and material cited by 
the central agency. The 
CPI(M), however, has de-
scribed the action as political 
vendetta.

The allegations remain part 
of the investigation, while the 
ED has based its request on 
findings and material from its 
probe. The police FIR request 
marks a significant develop-
ment in the case and could 
lead to further proceedings in-
volving those named.

ED seeks FIR against Pinarayi Vijayan, daughter
n �Register an FIR 

against the ac-
cused. 

n �Investigate alleged 
bribery linked to 
CMRL. 

n �Examine financial 
evidence collected 
by the ED. 

n �Trace alleged mon-
ey transactions and 
their sources. 

n �Enable further police 
action in the case.

FIR in CMRL case

NEW DELHI:

 The National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) on Tuesday issued 
a travel advisory for candi-
dates appearing for the UGC 
NET 2026 re-examinations in 
Delhi on September 9 and 
10. The advisory comes 
ahead of the 18th BRICS 
Summit, which is expected to 
bring traffic restrictions and 
tighter security arrangements 
across the national capital.

The BRICS Summit is 
scheduled to be held at 
Bharat Mandapam in New 
Delhi from September 11 to 
13. In preparation for the 
event, security measures and 
traffic restrictions are expect-
ed on several important roads 
and routes in the city. These 
restrictions could increase 
travel time for candidates 
heading to examination cen-
tres.

The NTA has asked candi-
dates to check their travel 
routes in advance and plan 
their journeys carefully. Stu-
dents have also been advised 
to leave early and keep suffi-
cient extra time for possible 
delays while travelling to 
their examination centres.

The re-examination is be-

ing conducted for candidates 
appearing in English, Sociol-
ogy and Commerce. The 
agency has urged students to 
take the expected traffic situ-
ation into account and avoid 
last-minute travel plans.

The advisory is aimed at 
helping candidates reach 
their examination centres on 
time despite possible conges-
tion and diversions. Candi-
dates have been advised to 
remain updated about traffic 
arrangements and make suit-
able travel plans before leav-
ing for their exams.

With the examinations tak-
ing place just before the sum-
mit, candidates are expected 
to face longer-than-usual 
travel times on some routes. 
The NTA has therefore 
stressed advance planning to 
ensure that traffic restrictions 
do not affect candidates’ abil-
ity to appear for the re-exam-
ination.

NTA issues travel advisory for 
Delhi UGC NET re-exam

CHENNAI

DMK president M K Stalin 
questioned the manner in 
which proceedings of the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly 
were conducted after 
DMK MLAs were 
evicted from the 
House following a 
ruckus on Tuesday.

Speaking to re-
porters at the DMK 
headquarters, Anna 
Arivalayam, Stalin ques-
tioned whether the Assembly 
was being conducted with dig-
nity. He said the manner in 
which proceedings were being 
held itself raised questions over 
its conduct.

The ruckus followed refer-
ences made by Chief Minister 
Vijay in the House on Monday. 
Speaker JCD Prabhakar subse-
quently directed the eviction of 
DMK legislators from the As-

sembly. Senior DMK leader E 
V Velu alleged that Vijay vio-
lated Assembly Rule 92 by re-
ferring to an ongoing Enforce-

ment Directorate case, 
which he said was 

sub judice. Velu 
also accused the 
Chief Minister of 
making remarks 
about the incar-
ceration of DMK 

leaders under the 
Maintenance of In-

ternal Security Act 
during the Emergency.

The DMK demanded that 
references to the ED case, MI-
SA-related remarks and allega-
tions linked to the Sarkaria 
Commission be removed from 
Assembly records. Velu alleged 
that the Speaker rejected the 
demand and that police and 
marshals were then deployed to 
remove the opposition MLAs 
from the House.

Stalin questions conduct 
of Tamil Nadu Assembly

“Whether the 
Assembly was being 

conducted with 
dignity.”

- M K Stalin,  
DMK president

SRINAGAR

 The hunger strike by medical 
interns in Jammu and Kashmir 
entered its second day on 
Tuesday, with protesters say-
ing they would continue the 
agitation until the government 
issues a formal order increas-
ing their monthly stipend.

The interns are demanding 
that their stipend be raised 
from ₹12,300 to ₹30,000. 
They said the amount has re-
mained unchanged since 2018 
despite a significant rise in the 
cost of living. The protest in-
volves interns from 10 govern-
ment medical colleges and two 
dental colleges across the 
Union Territory.

The latest escalation came 
after representatives of the 
protesting interns met Health 
Minister Sakina Itoo. While 
the minister gave assurances 
on the issue, the interns said 
they wanted a written govern-
ment order before ending their 
protest. The representatives are 
scheduled to meet Itoo again 
on Tuesday to seek a resolu-
tion.

People’s Democratic Party 
Budgam MLA Syed Aga 
Muntazir Mehdi also joined 
the protesting interns and crit-
icised the administration over 
the continuing agitation. He 
said the protest indicated that 
the priorities of the Union Ter-
ritory government were mis-
placed.

The interns have also point-
ed to Government Order No. 
538-JK(HME), issued in June 
2023, which had recommend-
ed increasing the stipend from 

the 2019 rate of ₹12,300 to 
₹25,000. They said the recom-
mendation has not been imple-
mented.

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah said on Monday that the 
matter should have been re-
solved earlier and acknowl-
edged that the prolonged pro-
test was affecting the interns’ 
work and training. Health 
Minister Itoo has urged them 
to resume duties, stressing that 
patient care should not be af-
fected. Medical interns play an 
important role in OPDs, oper-
ation theatres, emergency ser-
vices and inpatient care, and 
their absence has contributed 
to staff shortages in hospitals.

J&K medical interns continue 
hunger strike for stipend hike

KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has detected alleged fi-
nancial irregularities worth 
around ₹60 crore in an Urdu 
newspaper linked to Trinamool 
Congress Rajya Sabha MP Na-
dimul Haque, officials said on 
Tuesday.

The agency conducted 
searches for more than 24 
hours at premises linked to 
Haque and his media entity. 
The searches began on Monday 
morning and concluded early 
Tuesday. Investigators exam-
ined bank transaction records, 

financial documents and digital 
material during the operation.

According to ED sources, 
officials found discrepancies in 
transactions worth around ₹60 
crore for which they could not 
immediately find satisfactory 
supporting records. The agency 
is examining whether the trans-
actions were genuine business 
dealings or whether some funds 
were allegedly routed through 
informal channels, including 
hawala.

The probe is also looking 
into the alleged movement of 
funds linked to the TMC. 
Haque, who was in Ranchi 

when the searches began, was 
brought to Kolkata on Monday 
night and questioned at his res-
idence and office, officials said.

Searches were conducted at 
seven other locations in Delhi 
and Ranchi, including the 
newspaper’s office in Park Cir-
cus. The investigation followed 
an FIR registered by the 
Bidhannagar Police Commis-
sionerate and a subsequent En-
forcement Case Information 
Report filed by the ED over 
alleged illegal and unaccounted 
financial transactions and re-
ceipt of funds from suspicious 
sources.

ED finds ₹60 crore irregularities in TMC-linked newspaper

NEW DELHI

India’s first indigenously devel-
oped bullet train is expected to 
begin trial runs by May or June 
next year, Union Railway Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said on 
Tuesday. Commercial opera-
tions could begin two to four 
months after testing.

Speaking at the ‘NaMo for 
Viksit Bharat’ event in Vadoda-
ra, Vaishnaw said the first body 
frame of the high-speed train 
had recently been completed 
and sent for squeeze testing. He 
said the train was being develop 
ed as part of the government’s 
push for an Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Vaishnaw said the bullet train 
would significantly reduce trav-
el time between Vadodara and 
Mumbai, with the journey ex-
pected to take around one and a 
half hours. He added that con-
struct ion of  the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail 

corridor was progressing rapid-
ly, with the Surat-Vapi section 
expected to be completed by 
December this year.

The minister also highlighted 
wider railway infrastructure and 
modernisation efforts. He said 
operating systems, reservation 
platforms and construction pro-
cedures were being upgraded. 
Several long-pending projects, 
including the Chenab Bridge 
and the rail connectivity project 
linking Mizoram to the national 
railway network, have also 
been completed.

According to Vaishnaw, 280 
railway stations have been rede-
veloped and 36,000 km of new 
railway tracks have been laid. 
The Railways is also develop-
ing cargo trains incorporating 
Vande Bharat technology. He 
said the pace of infrastructure 
development had accelerated 
despite challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

India’s indigenous 
bullet train trials  
set for May-June

Maratha quota Stir: 
Jarange accepts IV fluids 

as health deteriorates
JALNA

Maratha quota activist Manoj 
Jarange agreed to take intrave-
nous (IV) fluids after his health 
deteriorated on Tuesday, the 
11th day of his indefinite hun-
ger strike at Antarwali Sarti vil-
lage in Maharashtra’s Jalna 
district.

Jarange’s blood sugar level 
dropped significantly during the 
protest. According to Dr Shub-
ham Rathod, medical officer at 
the primary health centre in Wa 
digodri, his blood sugar had 
fallen to 66 mg/dL. His weight 
also dropped from 52 kg to 45 
kg during the fast. Jarange agre 
ed to receive medical treatme nt 
around 2.30 am following 
phone calls from Maharashtra 
minister Uday Samant and 
MLA Prasad Lad. The two lead-
ers assured him that the state 
govt would begin work on his 
demands from Tuesday and take 
steps to address them, sources 
said. He had received four bot-
tles of IV fluids by 7 am. Jaran 
ge began his latest hunger strike 
on Aug 29, demanding reserva-
tion for the Maratha community 
under the Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) category. 
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BJP to launch anti-drug yatra across Punjab
CHANDIGAR

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is set to launch a state-
wide yatra against drug abuse 
in Punjab ahead of the Assem-
bly elections scheduled for 
next year. The campaign is 
expected to cover all 117 As-
sembly constituencies as the 
party seeks to make the drug 
menace a major election issue.

The yatra is likely to begin 
around September 18 and will 
travel across different parts of 
the state. Through the cam-
paign, the BJP plans to high-
light the impact of drug abuse 
on families and communities 
while presenting itself as com-
mitted to tackling the problem.

The party is expected to 

campaign on a zero-tolerance 
policy towards drugs and 
promise stronger action 
against drug trafficking if vot-
ed to power. BJP leaders are 
likely to use the yatra to inter-
act with residents and high-
light the party’s proposed 
measures to address drug-re-
lated concerns.

Several senior BJP leaders 
are scheduled to participate in 
the campaign. The party pres-
ident and Union Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari are among those 
expected to join the yatra at 
different stages. Their partic-
ipation is aimed at giving 
greater visibility to the cam-
paign ahead of the polls.

The BJP’s decision to take 
the anti-drug campaign across 
all 117 constituencies comes 
as political parties prepare for 
the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions. 

Drug abuse has remained a 
major public concern in Pun-
jab, with political parties fre-
quently facing demands for 
stronger measures against 

trafficking and addiction.
The proposed yatra is ex-

pected to focus on creating 
public awareness as well as 
strengthening the BJP’s polit-
ical campaign in the state. 
The party will seek to assure 
voters that a government led 
by it would adopt strict mea-
sures to curb drug abuse and 
trafficking.

BJP ANTI-DRUG YATRA

Ambulance fails, 
pregnant woman 

carried by bullock cart

Seven arrested  
in Manipur  

musician’s death 
CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

Delhi Police have arrested sev-
en people and detained a juve-
nile in connection with the 
death of 54-year-old Manipur- 
origin musician Chongtham 
Vikram Singh following an 
alleged assault in South Delhi.

Police said Singh had object-
ed to shouting and noise al-
legedly caused by delivery 
workers and dhaba staff out-
side his residence in Kilokari 
Village, Ashram. An argument 
reportedly escalated into a 
physical altercation, during 
which Singh suffered injuries. 

Singh was taken to Holy 
Family Hospital by his son 
Yaiphaba for treatment but lat-
er died. 

South East DCP Vineet Ku-
mar said the victim suffered 
injuries during the altercation 
and subsequently succumbed 
at the hospital.

CH NEWS, ASIFABAD
A pregnant woman in a re-

mote tribal habitation of 
Telangana’s Kumuram 

Bheem Asifabad district 
was carried on a bullock 
cart after an ambulance 
failed to reach her village 

due to rain and muddy 
roads, Karishma, a resi-
dent of Sirpelli village in 
Wankidi mandal, went 

into labour on Saturday. 
Her family called the  

108- emergency ambu-
lance service, but the  

vehicle could travel only 
up to Marepalli before the 

muddy road blocked  
further access. Villagers  
arranged a bullock cart 
and carried Karishma 
through the difficult 

stretch to the waiting am-
bulance. The incident has 

highlighted poor road con-
nectivity and emergency 
healthcare challenges in 

remote tribal areas during 
the monsoon.

KOLKATA

An old mortar shell believed 
to date back to World War-II 
was recovered from the bank 
of the Damodar River in 
Sonamukhi, Bankura, prompt-
ing police to cordon off the 
area and inform the Indian 
Army. The shell was found 
partly embedded in the river-
bank and had remained unno-
ticed until local residents 
spotted it on Monday eve-
ning.

The discovery drew a 
crowd to the riverbank, while 
information was passed to 
Sonamukhi police station. Of-
ficers secured the area around 
the object and alerted the 
Army. Army officials visited 
the site on Tuesday morning 
and inspected the mortar shell 
along with the surrounding 
area. Police maintained secu-
rity measures at the location 
following the discovery.

The recovery is not an iso-
lated incident in Bankura. Au-
thorities have previously 
found similar mortar shells 
and other metal objects con-
taining explosives in the 
Dwarkeswar and Damodar 
River areas. A few months 
ago, three such mortar shells 
were recovered from Dihipara 

under Sonamukhi police sta-
tion. Army personnel later 
reached the spot and deacti-
vated them, with the discov-
ery occurring in the same 
area.

Professor Arunabha Ban-
dyopadhyay, in-charge of the 
National Cadet Corps at 
Bankura Christian College, 
said the area near Pierdoba 
had a British and US Air 
Force base during World War-
II. He said its strategic loca-
tion was used to launch at-
tacks on countries in South-
east Asia, including Japan, 
and that some weapons stored 
there were later buried under 
soil or sand. The repeated re-
covery of such shells, he add-
ed, remains evidence of that 
wartime history. In October 
last year, the Army defused a 
World War-II bomb found by 
fishermen on the Ajay River 
bank in Birbhum’s Laudah 
village. The blast was power-
ful enough to cause tremors in 
villages.

Rajnath Singh says 
India’s defence policy 

is shifting from reactive 
to proactive, with 

modernisation, 
domestic production 

and exports driving 
security preparedness.

NEW DELHI

A building collapse in South 
Delhi’s Satya Niketan has 
triggered widespread student 
protests and renewed scrutiny 
over alleged civic negligence 
and safety lapses in paying 
guest (PG) accommodations.

Students, protesting ahead 
of the Delhi University Stu-
dents’ Union (DUSU) elec-
tions, demanded accountabil-
ity for the incident, compen-
sation for the victims and 
their families, and a safety 
audit of PG accommodations 
across South Campus. They 
also called for adequate and 
affordable hostel facilities for 
university students.

The collapse claimed seven 
lives and has intensified con-
cerns over the safety of build-

ings housing students. Police 
have registered an FIR against 
building owner Hariram Gup-
ta, his wife and son under 
provisions of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita relating to cul-
pable homicide not amount-
ing to murder, rash acts en-
dangering life and negligent 
construction.

Investigators reportedly 
found that additional floors 

had been illegally constructed 
on a 40-to-50-year-old foun-
dation, allegedly to increase 
rental income. The findings 
have raised questions over 
building approvals and en-
forcement by civic authori-
ties.

Ground reports have also 
highlighted concerns over an 
earlier collapse of an un-
der-construction building in 

the area four years ago. Stu-
dents and residents have ques-
tioned why stronger preven-
tive action was not taken after 
the earlier incident.

The protests have now 
brought renewed focus on stu-
dent housing safety, with de-
mands for stricter inspections, 
accountability and better hos-
tel infrastructure for students 
living away from their homes.

Satya Niketan collapse 
sparks student protests

A deadly building collapse in South Delhi has sparked student protests, 
raising serious concerns over safety, accountability and civic negligence.

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said 
India’s defence 
policy has shifted 
from being “reac-
tive” to “proactive”, 
ref lect ing a  major 
change in the country’s ap-
proach to national security and 
military preparedness.

Speaking at the Aaj Tak 
Suraksha Sabha, Singh re-
ferred to the “Panipat Syn-
drome”, saying India was ear-
lier criticised for waiting until 
threats reached its doorstep 
before taking action. He said 
the government has moved to-
wards anticipating challenges 
and strengthening capabilities 
before threats escalate.

The minister highlighted de-
fence modernisation, indige-
nous production and rising 
exports as key parts of this 
change. He pointed to systems 

and platforms such as Brah-
Mos, Akash, Pinaka, Tejas and 
Arjun, along with the aircraft 
carrier INS Vikrant, as exam-
ples of India’s growing indige-
nous defence capability.

According to Singh, India’s 
defence production has 
reached around ₹1.8 lakh 
crore, while defence exports 
have risen to ₹38,500 crore. He 

also highlighted increased 
spending on infrastructure 
along the country’s borders, 
aimed at improving connectiv-
ity and strengthening prepared-
ness in strategically important 
areas.

Singh said the shift in de-
fence policy was also linked to 
India’s expanding role in global 
diplomacy. The government, he 
said, was working to build 
stronger domestic capabilities 
while increasing India’s ability 
to respond confidently to secu-
rity challenges. He said these 
efforts were intended to make 
the country more prepared, re-
duce dependence on imports 
and support the goal of building 
a stronger defence ecosystem.

“India’s defence policy has 
moved from being ‘reactive’ to 
‘proactive’,” Singh said, un-
derlining the government’s fo-
cus on preparedness, self-reli-
ance and stronger defence ca-
pabilities.

Rajnath Singh highlights 
shift in defence policy

n �Ensure student safety 

n �Demand accountability 

n �Provide victim compensation 

n �Conduct PG safety audits 

n �Improve affordable hostel 
facilities

Protest insights 

India’s defence policy 
has moved from being 

‘reactive’ to ‘proactive’,” 

-  Rajnath Singh,  
Defence Minister

n �Launch anti-drug yatra 
across Punjab.

n �Cover all 117 Assembly 
constituencies.

n �Raise awareness about 
drug abuse.

CAMPAIGN AT A GLANCE 
n �Promote zero-tolerance policy 

towards drugs.

n �Target drug trafficking with 
stronger action.

n �Engage directly with voters 
across the state.

MUMBAI

 A man claiming to be an offi-
cial from the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) was arrested 
along with another man who 
allegedly posed as his armed 
bodyguard while attempting to 
enter a venue where Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was 
scheduled to attend an event, 
police said.

The accused was identified 
as Rohan Parekh. According to 
the Bandra Kurla Complex Po-
lice, Parekh claimed to be a 
PMO official and tried to gain 
entry to the venue by showing 
an identity card. Security per-
sonnel checking his documents 
became suspicious and ques-
tioned him about his credentials.

During the verification pro-
cess, the PMO identity card 
allegedly found in Parekh’s 
possession was considered sus-
picious. Security officials sub-
sequently detained him and 
handed him over to the police 
for further questioning.

Another man accompanying 
Parekh was also taken into cus-
tody after security personnel 

found him carrying a gun. He 
allegedly claimed that he was 
Parekh’s bodyguard. Police are 
now examining whether the 
weapon was legally held and 
investigating the circumstances 
under which the two men ar-
rived at the venue.

The incident took place 
ahead of Prime Minister Mo-
di’s scheduled programme in 
Mumbai, when security arran 
gements were heightened in vie 
w of his visit. The attempt to en 
ter the venue by allegedly using 
a false identity prompted secu-
rity personnel to act quickly.

The police are investigating 
the authenticity of the identity 
card, the background of both 
men and their alleged connec-
tion, if any, with the PMO. Of-
ficials are also examining the 
purpose behind their attempt to 
enter the venue and whether 
they had any specific target or 
motive.

Further details about the in-
vestigation, including the 
source of the firearm and the 
exact charges against the ac-
cused, are expected as police 
continue their inquiry.

Man posing as PMO 
official arrested in Mumbai

NEW DELHI

 Delhi Urban Development 
Minister Ashish Sood on 
Tuesday said the government 
will introduce a comprehen-
sive policy to regulate paying 
guest (PG) accommodations 
within the next one to two 
months. The move follows the 
Satya Niketan building col-
lapse, which killed seven peo-
ple and raised concerns about 
the safety of student housing.

Sood made the announce-
ment after interacting with uni-
versity students, including 
NSS volunteers, living in PGs 
and rented homes across Delhi. 
Students raised concerns about 
arbitrary electricity charges, 

landlords not honouring rental 
agreements, high rents and in-
adequate safety checks in PG 
accommodations.

The proposed Paying Guest 
Accommodation Regulation 
and Safety Bill, 2026, is ex-
pected to make PG licences 
mandatory and introduce zone-
wise rent bands, structural and 

fire safety audits, and a cen-
tralised GovPG portal listing 
rents, facilities and safety com-
pliance. Sood said the policy 
would focus on safety, regula-
tion and transparency for stu-
dents and their parents.

The government is also con-
sidering increasing the Floor 
Area Ratio for university hos-
tels and converting vacant 
government properties into 
student accommodation to ad-
dress the shortage of afford-
able housing. Sood said stu-
dents, parents, PG operators 
and civic agencies would be 
consulted before the policy is 
finalised. 

He added that discussions 
had already been held with 

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Taranjit Singh Sandhu. Fol-
lowing the Satya Niketan col-
lapse, the Delhi government 
has also ordered structural 
audits in major student hubs, 
including South Campus and 
Mukherjee Nagar. 

Sood said the government 
would ensure accountability 
and compliance with safety 
norms in buildings used for 
student accommodation. The 
policy is intended to ensure 
students know what they are 
paying for and whether their 
accommodation meets re-
quired safety standards before 
they move in or renew agree-
ments.

Delhi to introduce new PG safety policy soon
“We will bring a 
comprehensive PG 

policy within the next one to two 
months. The policy will ensure 
that students living in PGs have 
access to safe accommodation 
and are not subjected to arbitrary 
charges or exploitation,”

- Ashish Sood,  
Delhi Development Minister

RANCHI

 The Jharkhand High Court 
has held that merely entering 
a woman’s house at night and 
lifting her clothes does not 
amount to rape or an attempt 
to commit rape under the In-
dian Penal Code. The court 
modified the conviction in a 
26-year-old case, treating the 
offence as outraging a wom-
an’s modesty and using crim-
inal force.

Justice Pradeep Kumar Sri-
vastava observed that an act 
must be sufficiently close to 
the commission of rape to 
constitute an attempt under 
the IPC. The court noted that 
a specific overt act, sufficient-
ly proximate to the offence, is 
required to establish an at-
tempt to commit rape.

The case involved a convict 
who challenged a four-year 
rigorous imprisonment sen-

tence awarded by the Ghatsh-
ila Sessions Court in July 
2006. The accused had been 
arrested by Chakulia police 
after an FIR was registered on 
December 27, 1999. The 
woman had alleged that he 
entered her house the previ-
ous night and tried to lift her 
clothes with the intention of 
raping her.

Police investigated the 
compla in t  and  f i led  a 
chargesheet for attempt to 
commit rape, following which 
the trial court convicted and 
sentenced the accused. 

While modifying the con-
viction, the High Court said 
the appellant had already 
spent around eight months in 
custody during the trial, 
which would be sufficient to 
meet the ends of justice. The 
judgment was delivered on 
August 31 and released on 
Monday.

HYDERABAD

Telangana Minister Vakiti Sri-
hari performed cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR) on a 
government official after he 
collapsed in a corridor of the 
state Assembly on Tuesday. 
Despite attempts to revive 
him, the official died while 
being taken to hospital.

Krishna Mohan Raju, 50, a 
section officer in the Energy 
Department, suddenly col-
lapsed inside the Assembly 
premises. Srihari immediately 
rushed to his aid and per-
formed CPR in an attempt to 
restore his breathing and 
heartbeat.

Medical staff at the Assem-

bly were called to provide 
emergency treatment. Raju 
was subsequently rushed to a 
nearby hospital, but he died 
on the way, according to re-
ports.

Raju was serving as the 
personal secretary to senior 
IAS officer Navin Mittal. De-
tails about his medical history 
and what caused his sudden 
collapse were not immediate-
ly available.

The Telangana Secretariat 
Association expressed condo-
lences over Raju’s death. The 
incident prompted an imme-
diate emergency response in-
side the Assembly, with offi-
cials and medical personnel 
attempting to save his life.

Telangana minister performs 
CPR on collapsed officer

LUCKNOW

Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Ravi Kumar Di-
wakar alleged that 
around 100 serious 
cases were with-
drawn from his 
court to benefit 
mafias, gangsters 
and criminals. He 
made the claim 
while pronouncing 
capital punishment 
in a dowry death case, say-
ing he would prefer death to 
being known as a “coward 
judge.”

Diwakar said he would 
not discharge his judicial du-
ties “under pressure from 
mafias, gangsters or crimi-
nals.” He warned that per-
forming judicial responsibil-
ities out of fear could erode 
public faith in the justice sys 
tem. The judge stressed that 
decisions must be guided by 
conscience and principles 
rather than pressure from 
powerful criminal elements. 
He said a judge must remain 
firm while carrying out re-
sponsibilities assigned by 
law.

The judge also recalled 
that his parents had taught 
him to fear only God. He 

said he would continue serv-
ing as a judge only as long 
as he could follow the prin-
ciples he believed in. His 

remarks came in 
w h a t  w a s  d e -
scribed as a rare 
and strongly word-
ed courtroom dec-
laration. He made 
the observations 
while delivering 
the judgment in the 
dowry death case.

The allegations about cas-
es being recalled were made 
by Diwakar in his judgment. 
He said several serious mat-
ters had been taken away 
from his court in a manner 
that, according to his claim, 
benefited mafias and crimi-
nals. The remarks highlight-
ed his concern over judicial 
independence and the influ-
ence of external pressure on 
the functioning of courts. He 
maintained that fear should 
not determine how judicial 
duties are performed, when 
public confidence is at stake. 

He reiterated that he 
would not allow fear or 
pressure to dictate his ap-
proach to cases before him, 
and linked judicial courage 
with maintaining trust in the 
courts.

World War-II mortar 
shell found in Bankura

UP judge alleges 100 cases 
withdrawn for mafias

Jharkhand HC modifies 
rape attempt conviction
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Nepal seeks India, 
China help to rebuild 

bridges

Works worth $10 mn 
stolen from Renoir 

museum

Landslides in China 
kill six, nine 

missing

Kathmandu
Nepal is racing to restore 

vital road links after devas-
tating floods destroyed 

dozens of bridges and iso-
lated communities. The 

floods destroyed 41 motor-
able bridges between Ra-
suwa and Chitwan, while 
four others were partially 
damaged, leaving only 18 

of 63 bridges intact. Nepal 
has sought temporary Bai-
ley bridges from India and 
China, with both respond-
ing positively. China has al-
ready sent two 100-metre 
Bailey bridges to the Kora-
la border crossing in Mus-
tang. The Department of 

Roads estimates infra-
structure damage at NPR 

30 billion, while recon-
struction could cost NPR 
50 billion. India has also 
offered Bailey bridges.

Marseille
Two thieves broke into 

France’s Renoir Museum on 
Tuesday and stole four art-
works valued at nine million 

euros ($10 million), with 
one recovered as they fled. 
The suspects were spotted 
on surveillance cameras af-
ter entering the museum in 

Cagnes-sur-Mer, Mayor 
Bryan Masson said. One 

stolen painting was aban-
doned during their escape, 
leaving two artworks still 

missing. The museum 
alarm sounded at 5:48 am, 

and municipal police ar-
rived five minutes later, the 

mayor said. Opened in 
1960, the museum occu-
pies the final home of im-

pressionist painter 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, who 

died in 1919. Its collection 
includes his paintings, furni-
ture, easel and wheelchair. 

Beijing
Landslides triggered by 

torrential rains in eastern 
China have killed six peo-

ple and left nine others 
missing, state media re-

ported Tuesday.
A mudslide struck Ming-

keng village in Jiangxi 
province on Saturday, kill-
ing five people and leaving 
seven missing, state news 
agency Xinhua reported, 
citing local officials. An-
other person was found 
dead and two others re-

mained missing after 
landslides hit nearby 

Zuo’an and Tanghu town-
ships.

UK to ban goods from Israeli 
settlements in West Bank

BRITAIN WILL BAN GOODS FROM ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED 
WEST BANK, SHARPENING ITS STANCE ON ISRAEL.

LONDON
 

The UK government on 
Tuesday announced plans 
to  p roh ib i t  impor t s  o f 
goods produced in Israeli 
settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank, saying 
Israel’s  expansion pro-
gramme is undermining 
prospects for a future Pal-
estinian state.

Foreign Secretary Ed 
Miliband is expected to 
provide details of the mea-
sures  in  the  House  o f 
Commons after announc-
ing last week that Britain 
would “reset” its relations 
with Israel.

Work and Pensions Sec-
r e t a r y  P a t  M c F a d d e n 
s t ressed that  the  move 
would not  amount  to  a 
boycott of Israeli products 
generally. 

He said the measures 
would specifically target 
s e t t l e m e n t  e x p a n s i o n , 
which Britain considers 
illegal under international 
law.“

At the heart of the state-
ment is the idea that the 
UK, along with many oth-
er countries, do not want 
to see the possibility of a 

two-state solution ... being 
erased,” McFadden told.

The Labour government 
has previously sanctioned 
Israeli settlers and illegal 
outposts accused of vio-
lence against Palestinians 
and  unlawful  deve lop-
ment. 

Tuesday’s measures are 
expected to broaden re-
s t r i c t i o n s  t o  t r a d e  i n 
goods ,  and  po ten t ia l ly 
some services, involving 
West  Bank set t lements.
Br i t i sh  Pr ime Minis ter 
Andy Burnham has criti-
cised Israel’s planned E1 
settlement project, which 

Pales t in ians  and r ights 
groups say could effec-
t ive ly  d iv ide  the  West 
Bank and further under-
mine hopes for Palestinian 
s t a t ehood .The  toughe r 
stance is likely to receive 
support from Labour law-
makers and voters seeking 
stronger action against Is-
r ae l .  Howeve r,  c r i t i c s 
warn it could strengthen 
support for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu ahead of October 
elections.Senior Israeli of-
f i c i a l s  condemned  the 

move. Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar warned that 
Israel  could respond i f 
Britain imposed sanctions.

US Ambassador to Israel 
Mike Huckabee also criti-
cised the planned mea-
sures as  discriminatory 
and warned Britain could 
face repercussions from 
Washington.

n �Target: Goods from 
Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank

n �UK position: Settle-
ments considered illegal 
under international law

n �Previous action: Sanc-
tions against settlers and 
illegal outposts

n �Main concern: Pro-
tection of the two-state 
solution

n �Potential expansion: 
Some settlement-related 
services

West Bank Curbs

“We do not want to see the 
possibility of a two-state solution ... 

being erased.”
— Pat McFadden, UK Work and 

Pensions Secretary

WHY IT MATTERS
The UK move marks a 

significant tightening of 
its policy towards Israeli 

settlements. Britain 
argues that continued 
settlement construc-

tion is undermining the 
territorial basis for a 

future Palestinian state. 
The measures will target 
settlement-linked trade 
rather than Israeli goods 
generally. The decision 

comes after Britain 
recognised Palestinian 

statehood and previous-
ly sanctioned settlers 

and outposts, reflecting 
growing pressure within 
Labour for stronger ac-
tion over the Israeli-Pal-

estinian conflict.

Eiffel Tower reopens 
after women staff row 
over Hindu group visit
PARIS

 
The Eiffel Tower reopened 
on Tuesday after being 
closed for a day following a 
staff walkout over the side-
lining of female employees 
during a visit by a Hindu re-
ligious delegation.

The landmark’s operating 
company, Société d’Ex-
ploitation de la Tour Eiffel 
(SETE), acknowledged that 
the delegation had asked or-
ganisers to limit “interac-
tions with women” during 
Saturday’s visit. SETE said 
such conditions should not 
have been accepted.

Staff said female employ-
ees, including contractors, 
were instructed to withdraw 
from certain areas and avoid 
crossing paths with the del-
egation. Some women were 
removed from their posts 
and replaced by male col-
leagues .The  s ta ff  con-

demned what they described 
as instructions that made 
female employees “invisi-
ble” because of their sex. 

The Eiffel Tower receives 
nearly seven million visitors 
annually.The Bochasanwasi 
Akshar Purushottam Swam-
inarayan Sanstha (BAPS), 
the Hindu spiritual organisa-
tion that organised the visit, 
apologised for “any pain or 
inconvenience caused”.
BAPS said the large delega-
tion had been scheduled at 
the start of normal operating 
hours to avoid disrupting 
other visitors and main-
tained that, to its knowledge, 
nobody had been denied ac-
cess to the monument.

“In France, we do not ask women to 
erase themselves.”

— Aurore Berge, Gender Equality 
Minister

Russian barrage, Ukrainian strike 
kill four as attack pause ends

KYIV
 

Russia launched a major over-
night barrage of missiles and 
drones against Kyiv and 
southern Ukraine, while a 
Ukrainian strike on Crimea 
killed two people, officials 
said Tuesday, bringing the 
death toll from the renewed 
attacks to four.

The attacks followed a brief 
pause in strikes on each oth-
er’s capitals over the week-
end, coinciding with visits by 
US envoys Jared Kushner and 
Steve Witkoff to Moscow and 
Kyiv. The diplomatic push 
failed to produce a break-
through in efforts to narrow 
differences between the war-

ring sides.
In Kyiv, at least two people 

were killed and 16 wounded, 
Interior Minister Ivan Vy-
hivskyi said. More than 50 
sites were damaged, including 
residential buildings, schools, 
dormitories, shops, petrol sta-
tions and a flour production 
plant.Explosions continued 
for nearly five hours, with 
fires reported across at least 
five districts. Emergency 
crews rescued and evacuated 
residents from damaged 
apartment buildings.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha described the 
assault as “a horrific attack” 
and accused Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of under-

mining Washington’s diplo-
matic efforts.

“His ballistic missiles speak 
louder than his words on di-
plomacy,” Sybiha said.

Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said the at-
tack involved ballistic and 
cruise missiles, anti-ship mis-
siles and Shahed drones, and 
appeared designed to inflict 
maximum damage.

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said its forces targeted 
Ukrainian military-industrial 
facilities, drone and missile 
storage sites, logistics centres 
and locations handling mili-
tary cargo. It also reported 
strikes on infrastructure in the 
Odesa region.

This notice is given to the General public that my client, Canara Bank, 
Sira Branch, Sira Town  is going to sanction  loan in favour of Sri.Fir Dose 
S/o Umraddin Babu, Resident of Kote Dasarahatti, Sira Town, Tumakuru 
District, against security of below mentioned schedule property. As per the 
information from Sri.Fir Dose, he has misplaced the original Regd Sale 
Deeds Dt:29.08.1988, Regd as No.755/1988-89 and Dt:18.11.1994, Regd 
as No.1782/1994-95. In this regard he has lodged online complaint to 
police department, vide lost Report No.2412571/2026.  Hence anybody  
having title interest, and right in any manner over the schedule property, 
may intimate the same in writing with documentary evidence to the 
undersigned  within 07  days from the date of this publication, failing which 
my client  will  proceed with the loan transactions as not claimed. Further  it 
is  requested that  if anybody finds  above said regd Sale Deeds, the same 
may be  handed over  either to  me or to my client. SCHEDUELE:  Property  
bearing old Municipal Assessment No.3333/6679, New Assessment 
No.3367/3333/6679/5, measuring East-West: 7.620015 meters, North-
South: 12.192024 Meters, and New Assessment No.3367/A/3333/
A/6679/A/5, measuring East-West: 12.192024 meters, North-South: 
7.620015 Meters, situated at Noor Ahmed Badavane, within the limits of 
CMC Sira Town, Sira.

 H.Wajid Ahmed                                                           
 Advocate and Notary 
 . R.T.Road Sira Town

 Mob: 9448101786

PUBLIC NOTICE 

This is to inform to General public that my 
client Smt.Radhamma W/o G krishnam-
ruthy.,   Residing at  Gopasandra Village, 
Olavadi Grampanchayath, Kasaba Hobali, 
Chintamani  Taluk,Chikkaballapura District, 
I am the  Owner  of the Below said Proper-
ty,while Sale Deed  for taken Digital  copy  
,have lost following Documents of proper-
ty pertating to below Mentioned property 
Situated at  Gopasandra Village, Olavadi 
Grampanchayath, Kasaba Hobali, Chinta-
mani  Taluk,Chikkaballapura District, had 
published the factum of lost of his   Original 
Regd sale  Deed,  Dated;- 21-02-2007, Regd 
Sale Deed, Executed By Sri.G V Sriniva-
sashetty S/o Gowrinathashetti,In Favour of 
Sri.Prakash Chand S/o Mularam Jee,In Regd 
as Book No.1,Volume No.CMN-1-04860-
2006-07,CD No.CMND25,In regd before of 
the SRO Chintamani , in Respect of Property 
Bearing Gopasandra Village, Pancahayth 
Katha no.635/315/05, Site no.05, in Mea-
suring 15x40 feets, and Sale deed, dated;- 
16-03-2009, Regd Sale Deed, Executed 
By Sri.Prakash Chand S/o Mularam Jee,In 
Favour of Sri.G Raghava S/o Late.Govin-
dashetti,In Regd as Book No.1,Volume 
No.CMN-1-04018-2008-09,CD No.CMND-
42,In regd before of the SRO Chintamani , 
in Respect of Property Bearing Gopasandra 
Village, Pancahayth Katha no.635/315/05, 
Site no.05, in Measuring 15x40 feets ,  
police complaint have been filed with re-
gards to loss of the above said Document 
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.2414308/2026, DATED;-08-09-2026, 
and complaint dated;-08-09-2026, 
by respective person,if anybody finds 
these Document please inform with-
in 7 Days in Below  mentioned Address.

DOCUMENT LOST 

K.S.HARISH KUMAR                     
 ADVOCATE 

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,            
    ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,  
   BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA  

  TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD   
    CHINTHAMANI.

MOBILE NO:9980110692                                                                       

Place-Chinthamani 
Date-08-09-2026

This is to inform to General public that my 
client Smt.N Gowramma W/o Narayanas-
wami,   Residing at  Anekal,Bangalore 
Rural District,, Bengaluru  , I am the  Own-
er  of the Below said Property,while Sale 
Deed  for taken Digital  copy  ,have lost 
following Documents of property pertat-
ing to below Mentioned property Situated 
at  Anekal,Bangalore Rural District,, Ben-
galuru  had published the factum of lost 
of his   Original Regd sale  Deed,  Dated;- 
09-09-1999,, Regd  Sale Deed, Executed 
By Smt.Subbamma w/o Thimmappa, in 
favour of M.Kamalamma w/o Nagappa, 
and M.Nagarathna w/o Narayanaswamy, 
in favour of D.Venkatesh s/o Doreswamy, 
In regd ads Book No.1,BNG[U]ANKL/ 
1308/99-2000,In regd before of the SRO 
Anekal, in respect of Kithaganahalli vil-
lage, Municipal tax Document Serial 
no.2169, ,Property no.47, in Measuring 
24x70 feets, in which 24x40 Feets, in To-
tal Measuring 966 Square Feets.,  police 
complaint have been filed with regards 
to loss of the above said Document 
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.2414348/2026, DATED;-08-09-2026, 
and complaint dated;-08-09-2026, 
by respective person,if anybody finds 
these Document please inform with-
in 7 Days in Below  mentioned Address.

DOCUMENT LOST 

K.S.HARISH KUMAR                     
 ADVOCATE 

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,            
    ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,  
   BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA  

  TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD   
    CHINTHAMANI.

MOBILE NO:9980110692                                                                       

I, CHIRANJEEVI, aged 
30 years, S/o. Nagu, Residing 
at Mangaluru Mala, Harina-
halli Post, Hanagodu Hobali, 
Hunsur Taluk, Mysore District 
-571105, Karnataka, have 
changed my name to CHI-
RANJEEVI N M, vide affi-
davit dated: 03.08.2026 before 
notary H. DINESH, Hunsur.

NAME CHANGE

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

CLASSIFED

Far right rises across Europe, 
but gains remain uneven

BRUSSELS
 

Germany’s far-right surge has re-
vived concerns across Europe, 
but recent elections show popu-
lists can still face significant set-
backs.

The Alternative for Germany’s 
(AfD) victory in Saxony-Anhalt 
has intensified concerns over the 
far right’s growing influence 
across Europe, where anti-immi-
gration parties have gained 
ground but suffered setbacks in 
several countries.

The AfD fell short of an out-
right majority in Sunday’s elec-
tion, leaving uncertainty over 
whether it can form the first far-
right state government in Germa-
ny since the Nazi era. Far-right 

leaders elsewhere in Europe wel-
comed the result as parties pre-
pare for crucial elections.

Italy offers a more complicated 
picture. Giorgia Meloni rose to 
power leading a party with 
neo-fascist roots but adopted a 
more moderate approach in of-
fice. Her government has been 
described as one of Italy’s most 
stable in decades.Far-right parties 
have also entered governments or 
secured important portfolios in 
Finland, Croatia and Slovakia. 
Populist parties made significant 
gains in the 2024 European Par-
liament elections, while the cen-
tre-right European People’s Party 
has increasingly cooperated with 
the far right on issues including 
migration.

AUSTRALIA OFFERS SOCIAL 
MEDIA USERS CHOICE TO 
OPT OUT OF ALGORITHMS

WHAT HAPPENED
During a Hindu delegation’s Eiffel Tower visit, female 

employees were reportedly instructed to leave certain 
posts and avoid designated areas. SETE acknowledged 
the arrangements and said they should not have been 

accepted. Staff walked out Monday, prompting the 
landmark’s temporary closure. BAPS later apologised 
for the incident, saying the visit was arranged to avoid 
disruption. The tower reopened Tuesday after discus-

sions between management and employees.

CANBERRA
 

Australia plans to give social 
media users greater control 
over personalised feeds while 
strengthening protections for 
children online.

The Australian government 
on Tuesday proposed legisla-
tion allowing social media 
users aged 16 and above to 
choose whether algorithms 
determine what appears on 
their feeds.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese said platforms would 
be required to provide users 
with “genuine and enduring 
choice” over the content they 

see.
Under the proposed laws, 

new and existing users would 
receive notifications offering 
a choice between personalised 
feeds powered by recommen-
dation algorithms and feeds 
showing content only from 
friends and creators they fol-
low.

The measures form part of 
proposed Digital Duty of Care 
legislation aimed at making 
technology companies more 
responsible for online harms. 
Platforms could face penalties 
of up to A$109.2 million 
($78.6 million) for failing to 
comply.
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Barcelona, Atletico Begin 
Champions League Campaigns
Barcelona enter Europe unbeaten domestically, while Atletico return to Anfield 

seeking redemption after last season’s dramatic defeat against Liverpool.
MADRID

Barcelona and Atletico Madrid 
begin their UEFA Champions 
League campaigns on Wednes-
day, with contrasting challeng-
es awaiting the two Spanish 
clubs. Barcelona host Feye-
noord, while Atletico Madrid 
travel to Anfield to face Liver-
pool in a repeat of last sea-
son’s dramatic meeting.

Barcelona enter Europe in 
impressive form after winning 
all four of their La Liga 
matches. Hansi Flick’s side 
have scored 17 goals and con-
ceded only two, with their 
momentum further boosted by 
Sunday’s emphatic 5-0 victo-
ry over Valencia.

However, Flick is expected 
to rotate his lineup against 
Feyenoord as Barcelona face 
a demanding schedule, with 
three more league matches to 
play over the next 12 days. 
New signing Gabriel Jesus 
could feature, while young 
Belgian winger Jesse Bisiwu 
is also in contention to make 
his debut from the bench. 
Flick may also manage 
Lamine Yamal’s minutes 
during the busy period.

Atletico, meanwhile, return 
to Anfield a year after suffer-
ing a 3-2 defeat at the same 
stage, when Virgil van Dijk 
scored Liverpool’s late win-
ner. Liverpool have endured 
an inconsistent start under 
new coach Andoni Iraola, giv-
ing Atletico hope of exploit-

ing spaces with their count-
er-attacking game.

Diego Simeone must decide 
whether to increase Julian Al-
varez’s role after his promis-
ing second-half appearance 
against Athletic Bilbao or 
hand new signing Jonathan 
David his debut. Atletico lost 

that league match 3-0.
Both Spanish clubs will 

seek strong European starts, 
with Barcelona looking to ex-
tend their excellent form and 
Atletico hoping to avoid an-
other setback at Anfield.

Barcelona, Atletico Set 
for High-Stakes Clash

• �Barcelona have won all 
four La Liga matches. 

• �Flick’s side have 
scored 17 and conced-
ed two goals. 

• �Gabriel Jesus could 
make his Barcelona 
appearance. 

• �Lamine Yamal’s min-
utes could be man-
aged. 

• �Atletico return to An-
field after a 3-2 defeat. 

• �Julian Alvarez im-
pressed after coming 
on against Athletic 
Bilbao. 

• �Jonathan David could 
make his Atletico debut. 

NEW YORK

Coco Gauff and Elena Rybak-
ina advanced to the U.S. Open 
quarter-finals, while China’s 
Zheng Qinwen produced an-
other remarkable comeback to 
upset six-time Grand Slam 
champion Iga Swiatek. Fourth 
seed Gauff delivered a domi-
nant performance against fel-
low American Iva Jovic, win-
ning 6-1, 6-4 at Flushing 
Meadows. The victory set up a 
quarter-final meeting with 
French Open champion Mirra 
Andreeva, with a place in the 
semi-finals at stake.

Gauff said she expects an-
other difficult contest against 
Andreeva, who has emerged 
as one of the leading players 
on the women’s tour. Gauff is 
among six American players to 
reach the quarter-finals, along-
side Jessica Pegula, Emma 
Navarro, Frances Tiafoe, Alex 
Michelsen and Ben Shelton.

Second seed Rybakina also 
continued her bid for a third 
Grand Slam title with a 6-1, 
6-4 victory over former U.S. 
Open champion Naomi Osaka. 
Osaka was hampered by an 
Achilles tendon injury that had 
flared up during the previous 
round.

The victory moved Rybaki-
na within one win of becom-
ing world number one for the 
first time. She will face Olym-
pic champion Zheng in the 

quarter-finals.
Zheng’s progress 

came after another 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
fightback against 
Swiatek, who had 
won six Grand 
Slam titles. The 
Chinese player’s 
victory added 
another major 
upset to an in-
c r ea s ing ly 
unpredic t -
able tourna-
ment.

M e a n -
while, top 
seed Alex-
ander Zverev 
advanced with a 6-2, 
6-2, 7-6(3) win over Italy’s 
Luciano Darderi. The German, 
bidding for his second Grand 
Slam title after winning the 
French Open in June, 
avenged his earlier defeat by 
Darderi in Rome.

Gauff, Rybakina Reach 
US Open Quarters

Mirra 
is someone 

that I always 
have tough 

matches with.

Coco Gauff

Preparation 
wasn’t that 
great. It’s an 

amazing progress. I’m 
really glad how 

everything worked out. 
Elena 

Rybakina

QUARTER-FINAL WATCH:
• Gauff vs Andreeva: 

A high-profile clash between two 
Grand Slam champions. 

• Rybakina vs Zheng: 
Rybakina is one victory away from 

world No. 1. 

• Zverev: 
Through after defeating Darderi in 

straight sets and a tiebreak. 

India Thrash Japan, Reach Quarter-finals
JUNIOR HOCKEY DOMINANCE

MOQI

The Indian junior women’s 
hockey team continued their 
dominant run at the 2026 Ju-
nior Asia Cup, storming into 
the quarter-finals with a com-
manding 7-0 victory over Ja-
pan in their third Elite Pool 
match on Tuesday.

The emphatic win kept In-
dia’s perfect record intact and 
moved them to the top of the 
Elite Pool with nine points 
from three matches. India will 
face China in their final pool 
fixture on Wednesday, with 
the result set to determine the 
group’s top position. China 
currently have six points from 
two matches.

India entered the Japan 
clash in confident mood after 
opening their campaign with 
a 4-1 victory over Korea be-
fore producing an 11-1 demo-
lition of Malaysia. They car-
ried that attacking momentum 
into Tuesday’s encounter and 
immediately put Japan under 
pressure.

Krishna Sharma opened the 

scoring in the fifth minute be-
fore Supriya doubled India’s 
advantage from a penalty 
stroke in the ninth minute. 
Purnima Yadav then added a 
field goal in the 14th minute 
to give India a 3-0 lead at the 
end of the first quarter.

Japan showed greater at-
tacking intent in the second 

quarter, but India’s defence 
held firm as neither side man-
aged to score.

India accelerated after the 
interval, scoring three times 
in five minutes. Geeta Yadav 
struck in the 41st minute and 
completed her brace in the 
45th, before Purnima added 
her second goal a minute lat-

er. Sanika Chandrakant Mane 
completed the rout in the 50th 
minute, scoring her first goal 
of the tournament.

India comfortably con-
trolled the closing stages to 
register their third straight 
win and underline their status 
as one of the tournament’s 
leading contenders.

India’s Perfect Run
• 3 matches, 3 wins 

• Goals scored: 22 

• Goals conceded: 2 
• Points: 9 

• Next: China on Wednesday 

• Quarter-final: Secured 

India Finishes Fourth With 41 Medals

DA NANG

India concluded its campaign 
at the 2026 Pickleball World 
Cup in Da Nang, Vietnam, 
with a fourth-place finish af-
ter collecting 41 medals, in-
cluding seven gold, 17 silver 
and 17 bronze.

The result marks a signifi-
cant improvement from last 

year, when India finished sev-
enth. A total of 48 athletes 
represented the official Indian 
team across the Kids, Juniors, 
Open, Seniors and Master’s 
team events, while more than 
130 Indian athletes participat-
ed in individual categories.

One of the standout perfor-
mances came from India’s 
Kids team, which won a silver 
medal. Led by Veer Shah, the 
team included Viransh 
Chopra, Aarin Ballani, Mahi-
ka Rathod, Maansi Karthik, 
Aashritaa S, Kaveer Mehta 
and Praathnaa Motiani. Shah 
was also named the best cap-
tain in the Kids category.

Indian Pickleball Associa-
tion CEO Aditya Khanna 
praised the contingent’s per-
formance, calling the fourth-
place finish a significant 
achievement and a statement 
of India’s growing presence in 
the sport internationally. He 
also stressed the importance 
of strengthening grassroots 
pickleball in the country to 
develop more talent capable 
of competing globally.

India’s junior team finished 
fourth after losing to hosts 
Vietnam in the quarter-finals. 
Arjun Singh captained the 
side, which featured Aditya 
Singh, Dev Shah, Purvansh 
Patel, Vivan Patel, Naomi 
Amalsadiwala, Ashritha Raju 
and Diya Mattipati.

The Indian Open team was 
eliminated in the quarter-fi-
nals by eventual champions 
USA, losing 2-4 on the penul-
timate day. Harsh Mehta led 
the Open team, which also 
featured Arjun Singh, Anish 
Frolian, Aman Patel, Naomi 
Amalsadiwala, Pearl Amal-
sadiwala, Mihika Yadav and 
Aaliya Ebrahim. The medal 
haul and improved overall 
ranking underline India’s 
progress in pickleball, with 
the association now turning 
its attention towards grass-
roots development.

India improved to fourth 
place at the Pickleball World 

Cup, collecting 41 medals 
in Da Nang after finishing 

seventh last year.

Jayantian Cup 2026 to Begin in Bengaluru
BENGALURU

Kristu Jayanti University will 
host the fifth edition of the 
Jayantian Cup 2026, a nation-
al-level inter-institution 
championship, from Septem-
ber 9 to 11 at its Airport Road 
and Central campuses in Ben-
galuru. The three-day sporting 
event will be inaugurated at 9 
a.m. on September 9 and is 
expected to bring together 
nearly 150 teams from educa-
tional institutions across the 
country.

The championship will fea-
ture competitions in basket-
ball, volleyball, throwball, 
football, kabaddi, karate, tae-
kwondo and pencak silat, 

with events being conducted 
for both men and women. The 
university said the tournament 
is aimed at promoting sport-
ing excellence, teamwork and 
greater interaction among stu-
dent athletes from institutions 
across India.

The Jayantian Cup has 
emerged as a platform for 
young athletes to compete at 
the national level while en-
couraging a spirit of disci-
pline, collaboration and 
healthy competition among 
participating institutions. The 
event will also provide stu-
dents an opportunity to show-
case their sporting abilities 
across a wide range of team 
and individual disciplines.

The competitions will be 
held across the university’s 
Airport Road Campus and 
Central Campus during the 
three-day championship. The 
organisers have invited mem-
bers of the media to attend 
and cover the event.

Dr S. Arockia Raj, Director 
of Physical Education at Kris-
tu Jayanti University, is the 
contact person for further in-
formation regarding the 
championship. The university 
administration, led by Vice 
Chancellor Rev. Dr Augustine 
George, has extended an invi-
tation to institutions and the 
sporting community to partic-
ipate in and support the na-
tional-level championship.

Ending up in 4th place is a 
huge statement to make, 
and I’m sure that we will 

definitely be aiming for an 
even higher spot next edition.

Aditya Khanna, CEO, 
Indian Pickleball Association

  India’s 
Medal Haul

• Gold:  

7 
• Silver:  

17 
• Bronze:  

17 
• Total:  

41 medals 
• Previous finish: 

Seventh in 
2025 

• Kids team: 
Silver medal 

• Kids captain: 
Veer Shah, 

named best 
captain 

Leus du Plooy to miss remainder 
of season for Middlesex due to 

administrative blunder
NEW DELHI

Middlesex will be without 
their captain Leus du Plooy for 
the remainder of the season 
due to an administrative blun-
der as the club did not register 
him as an overseas player be-
fore the deadline.

Du Plooy is a South Afri-
can-born batter who has 
played in county cricket for 
several years as a local player, 
as he has a passport of Hunga-
ry and had expressed his wish 
to play for England at the in-
ternational stage.

However, the 31-year-old 
had recently confirmed his de-
sire to play for South Africa, 
which made his stay with Mid-
dlesex only possible as an over-
seas player. The club had an 
overseas player slot available in 
their squad, but were unaware 
of the clause and missed the 
deadline for registering him as 
an overseas player.

This will now see the 
left-handed batter miss the re-
mainder of the season, includ-

ing the Metro Bank One-Day 
Final next week for Middle-
sex. The final will take place 
on September 20 and will be 
Middlesex's first List A final 
since 1990. The club said that 
they were in talks with the 
ECB and the Professional 
Cricketers' Association for the 
batter's status, but he was not 
picked in the team that is fac-
ing Durham in their County 
Division Two clash this week. 
Max Holden is leading the 
side in his absence.

The club released a state-
ment on Tuesday morning re-
garding the error. "Middlesex 
Cricket can confirm that cap-
tain Leus du Plooy will be un-
able to play for the club for the 
remainder of the 2026 season 
following clarification of his 
playing registration status un-
der ECB regulations," the club 
wrote. "Last week, following 
an article in the press, the club 
confirmed that Leus had de-
clared his intention to pursue 
an opportunity to play interna-
tional cricket for South Africa. 

Legese eyes third Delhi Half Marathon 
crown as star-studded field announced
NEW DELHI

Two-time champion Birhanu 
Legese will headline the inter-
national field at the 21st Delhi 
Half Marathon on October 18, 
with seven men boasting sub-
60-minute personal bests set to 
line up in the World Athletics 
Gold Label Road 
Race.

The Ethiopian, who 
owns a personal best 
of 58:59, is the fastest 
athlete in the men’s 
field announced by 
Procam International 
on Tuesday. Kenya’s 
Charles Matata, the 
2023 runner-up, will be among 
those looking to challenge Le-
gese after finishing second at 
the Istanbul Half Marathon 
earlier this year.

Ethiopia will have further 
representation through Deriba 
Tesfaye and Melaku Be-
lachew. Tesfaye comes into the 
race after finishing second at 
the Rotterdam Marathon, 
while Belachew won the Hong 
Kong Marathon earlier this 
year.

Legese, who narrowly 
missed out on the podium in 
last year’s race, is keen to 
make a strong return to the 
Delhi course.

“I have narrowly missed the 
podium in last year’s race and 
am eager to make amends this 
time. It has always been a 

pleasure running at the In-
dian capital. I am doing 
well and looking to get in 
great shape before race 
day this year, he added 
further,” Legese said. In 
the women’s race, Ken-
ya’s Irine Cheptai will 
spearhead the field with a 
personal best of 64:53. 

The 2022 champion will face 
Ethiopia’s Melal Siyoum Bi-
ratu, last year’s silver medallist, 
and Kenya’s Cynthia Limo, 
who finished runner-up in 2024. 
Kenyan-born Israeli athlete Lo-
nah Chemtai Salpeter will also 
add considerable depth to the 
field. A bronze medallist at the 
2022 World Athletics Half Mar-
athon Championships, Salpeter 
has also won multiple medals 
for Israel at the European 
Championships.


