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Modi hails pilot Smit, sets tone for ‘Made-in-India’ planes
FROM INDIAN PILOTS TO INDIAN AIRCRAFT

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday invoked the 
bravery of Captain Smit Mach-
chhar while speaking about 
India’s growing capabilities, 
saying a time would come 
when the world would talk 
about aircraft made in India.

Addressing the Seva Bharat 
event as part of the Seva 
Sankalp Yatra, organised to 
mark his 25 years in public ser-
vice as the head of govern-
ment, Modi reflected on his 
journey, noted the lessons he 
learnt and renewed his resolve 
for ‘Viksit Bharat 2047.’  He 
hailed Indian pilot Smit Mach-
chhar and batted for ‘Made in 
India’ planes.

“Today there is a talk about 
the Indian pilot across the 
globe. A day will come and in-
deed it will, when the world 
will speak of “Made-in-India” 
plane. These goals can only be 
achieved if we formulate vi-

sionary policies while also put-
ting in the utmost hard work...
This is not the time to rest; it is 
the time to move forward with 
zeal and dedicate ourselves ful-
ly to the nation…,”he said 
while highlighting on the ‘Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’ resolve.

His remarks came days after 
Machchhar, an Indian pilot of 
flydubai flight FZ1073, was se-
riously injured in an alleged mid-
air attack by his co-pilot while 
flying from Dubai to Tel Aviv.

Terming the people of India 
as God, Modi hailed the Indian 
democracy and said that his 
greatest strength is the trust of 
people. “This is the result of 
the continuous blessings of the 
people—Janardan. I express 
my gratitude to all political col-
leagues of the BJP, NDA, and 
all those who hold immense 
reverence for democracy. I bow 
my head in obeisance at the 
feet of the nation’s people.”

Reflecting on his journey 
that began in Gujarat over two 

decades ago, the PM recalled 
taking the oath of office for the 
first time without having previ-
ously held an elected post. 

“I express my gratitude to all 
of you and to all my fellow 
countrymen. When I took the 
oath as the Chief Minister of 

Gujarat on 7 October 2001, I 
never imagined that this mile-
stone would also come. Today, 
I have completed 25 years of 
continuously serving as head of 
the government,” he remarked. 

Reiterating that public trust 
has been the guiding force of his 

governance model, he said: 
“Wherever I am today, whatever 
position I hold, the greatest con-
tribution belongs to the people. 
The trust of millions of Indians 
and the hard work of countless 
party workers have always been 
my greatest strength.”

Modi completes 25 years as head of govt 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi completed 

25 years as head of the government on 
Wednesday. He marked the day by offer-

ing prayers at Shri Vinayaka Mandir in 
New Delhi’s Sarojini Nagar. It was October 
7, 2001, when he first took oath as Gujarat 

Chief Minister. The BJP had organised a 
Seva Sankalp Yatra to mark the PM's 25 
years in public service on September 17. 

After covering several parts of the coun-
try, it culminated at two places closely 

associated with Modi's life and spiritual 
heritage - in Vadnagar and Varanasi. In 
Varanasi, Seva Yatris culminated their 
journey with Jalabhishek at the Kashi 

Vishwanath Dham. In Vadnagar, it con-
cluded at the historic Hatkeshwar Ma-
hadev Mandir, a place of special signifi-

cance in Modi's life.

PM's statement  
in a nutshell

 Insolence & inspiration: PM Modi 
invoked the bravery of Flydubai pilot 
Captain Smit Machchhar, who was 
praised globally for thwarting an in-flight 
hijacking and saving over 170 lives.

 Aviation ambition: He stated 
that just as Indian pilots are making 
global headlines today, the world will 
soon recognize and discuss aircraft 
manufactured within India.

 Industrial push: The statement 
builds upon recent domestic milestones, in-
cluding the launch of the Tata Aircraft Com-
plex in Vadodara—India's first private-sector 
final assembly line for C-295 military trans-
port aircraft—and ongoing plans for indige-
nous civil aircraft development.

Abe Memorial Corridor 
 in Varanasi to honour  

late Shinzo Abe

What about TN voter 
deletions? DMK slams 
Rahul’s SIR ‘duplicity’ 

QUICK READ

VARANASI
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 

Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday 
inaugurated the ‘Abe Memo-
rial Corridor’ at the Rudraksh 

Convention Center in Varanasi, 
dedicating the space to the 

memory of former Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

and his enduring contribution 
to India-Japan ties. Abe’s 

wife, Akie Abe, attended the 
ceremony, which highlighted 

the longstanding cultural and 
diplomatic links between the 
two countries. The inaugura-

tion comes as India and Japan 
seek to deepen their partner-

ship beyond traditional cultural 
exchanges, with Varanasi’s 

historic ties with Kyoto serving 
as an important symbol of the 
relationship. The corridor is in-

tended to commemorate Abe’s 
special friendship with India 

and underscore the shared 
heritage of the two countries.

CHENNAI
The DMK on Wednesday 
renewed its demand that 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
break his “silence” on alleged 
large-scale voter deletions in 
Tamil Nadu, citing a media 
report that it said showed the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise had significantly 
affected the outcome of the 
2026 Assembly election. In a 
post on X, DMK spokesperson 
Saravanan Annadurai drew a 
contrast with Gandhi’s remarks 
on Bihar, where he had alleged 
that elections were “stolen”. 
Annadurai’s comments came 
a day after INDIA bloc lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
marched from Parliament to 
the Election Commission office 
in Delhi and demanded the 
resignation of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar 
over the SIR process.

SIR stir: ‘Modi-Shah can’t stop us’
Opposition MPs of  the I.N.D.I.A. bloc decided 

to hold a sit-in protest at Jantar Mantar on 
Wednesday to raise the issue of  'vote chori' 
and seek the ouster of  CEC Gyanesh Kumar. 

However, the buses were stopped by a multi-layered 
security cordon on Ashoka Road after travelling  

a kilometre, near the Shangri-La hotel, barely 
another kilometre away from the protest site. 

Later, Rahul and Priyanka 
Gandhi were forcibly removed 

from the protest site along 
with other MPs and leaders.

NEW DELHI
 

Leader of Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi and his sister Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra were forcibly 
removed on Wednesday by po-
lice and were detained after 
they along with other leaders 
staged a sit-in at the round-
about near Shangri-La hotel in 
central Delhi.

Gandhi and other MPs and 
leaders were headed in buses to 
the Jantar Mantar protest site 
after they were stopped by the 
police from proceeding further.

They staged a sit in at the 
roundabout itself, with Priyan-
ka Gandhi lying on the road 
along with other women lead-
ers, while carrying a copy of 
the Constitution.

Security personnel gathered 

in large numbers at the site and 
they first forcibly removed Ra-
hul Gandhi, and put him inside 
a police bus after carrying him 
on their shoulders.

Some of the Congress lead-
ers including Amarinder Singh 
Raja Warring and Udai Bhanu 
Chib alighted atop the bus car-
rying Rahul Gandhi, while 
Mumtaz Patel sat on its bonnet.

A large posse of women po-
lice personnel then started re-
moving Priyanka Gandhi and 
other women who were lying 
on the road. 

They were forcibly removed 
and put into buses and were 
taken away from the site. Op-
position MPs earlier held a 
lunch meeting at a restaurant in 
central Delhi, from where they 

headed to the Jantar Mantar 
protest site in buses. Several 
other opposition MPs were also 
detained.

Congress leader Pawan 
Khera said on X, “Since Delhi 
Police under Amit Shah is not 
allowing us to protest any-

where in the capital, all buses 
carrying MPs of opposition 
parties are now moving to 
Jantar Mantar - the designated 
spot for peaceful protests. Ar-
ticle 19 gives us our Consti-
tutional right to democratic 
protest.”

Every FIR is a medal on my chest: RaGa 
New Delhi: In a significant political development on Wednesday, Congress 

leader Rahul Gandhi said every FIR is a “medal on my chest”. Asserting that he 
would continue to fight to protect the Constitution, he said there are 45 FIRs 

against him and his target is 100. Asked about an FIR being registered against 
him for entering the Akashvani Bhawan premises and staging an eight-hour sit-

in there that FIRs are like medals for him. He also said there is nothing that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah can do that will 

stop them. "We are not going to stop protesting till Gyanesh Kumar resigns. This 
is a fight to protect the most sacred thing in this country. There is nothing that 

Narendra Modi and Amit Shah can do that will stop us," Gandhi said in a post on X.

When Delhi Police personnel intercepted 
the opposition leaders en route to Jantar 

Mantar, prominent Congress MPs—in-
cluding Amarinder Singh Raja Warring, 

Deepender Singh Hooda, Imran Pratap-
garhi, and Imran Masood—climbed onto 

the roof of one of the vehicles.

Climbing the bus

The stand-off escalated as Delhi Police deployed heavy security and enforced 
Section 163 of the BNSS. Prominent figures like Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi 

Vadra were forcibly detained. During the friction, Congress workers reportedly 
punctured the tyres of one of the police buses carrying the detained MPs.

Chaos and detentions

Denouncing the police action under Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah’s jurisdiction, Cong leaders 
stated that they were asserting their Constitu-
tional right to democratic protest under Article 
19. Defiant opposition leaders, including Ra Ga, 
declared that no tactics by Modi or Amit Shah 
would halt their push for the CEC’s resignation.

Defiance against bans

Chaos mar Oppn demonstration

‘BJP should not go to this level’:  
DKS on detention of Rahul, Priyanka

BENGALURU
 

Following the detention of 
Congress leaders Rahul Gand-
hi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, and 
other INDIA bloc MPs during 
a protest in the national capital, 
Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar has come out 
strongly in their support, say-
ing they are “fighting for the 
younger generation”.

He slammed the BJP, alleg-
ing voter roll manipulation in 
Karnataka and urging them to 
contest elections fairly.

Rallying behind the Gandhi 
siblings, the CM said, “Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi 
are fighting for the younger 
generation… See, this is a 
democratic world… The way 
they are trying to delete votes 
in my state, I am ashamed. BJP 
should not go to this level. We 
should win the election in a 
general way, earning the hearts 
of the people of the country. 
The entire nation, in fact, all 
the voters, have been worried 
about this issue… My vote is 
my right… I think today we all 
should stand by him.”

Taking a swipe at PM Modi, 
Shivakumar questioned wheth-
er the actions were taking place 
with the knowledge of the 
Prime Minister. “I don’t 
know whether the Prime 
Minister knows about 
it. Without the consent 
of the Prime Minis-
ter, I think they 
would not go to 
this level,” he 
added.

Protest and detention
His remarks came after INDIA 
bloc leaders marched towards 
Nirvachan Sadan to protest 
against the EC and CEC Gya-
nesh Kumar over the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 

electoral rolls. After being 
stopped by barricades and 
staging a sit-in at Akashvani 
Bhawan, Rahul Gandhi, Pri-

yanka Gandhi Vadra, 
and numerous other 
opposi t ion MPs 
were detained by 
Delhi police.

This is a fight to protect the 
most sacred thing in this 
country. There is nothing 

that Narendra Modi and Amit Shah can 
do that will stop us.
- Rahul Gandhi, LoP in Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi are fighting for the 
younger generation… See, 

this is a democratic world and the way 
they are trying to delete votes in my 
state, I am ashamed.

- DK Shivakumar, CM 

Follow due  
process to remove 

EC chief: Ashoka
Chitradurga: Opposition Leader R 
Ashoka on Wednesday said the chair-
man of the Election Commission could 
not be removed through street pro-
tests and that constitutional proce-
dures must be followed. Speaking af-
ter participating in the BJP’s Seva Jyoti 
Yatra organised to mark Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 25 years in public life, 
Ashoka said the removal of the head 
of an independent constitutional insti-
tution involved a lengthy parliamenta-
ry process, including establishing a 
majority and seeking the President’s 
approval. “Just because I shout on the 
street that corruption has increased, 
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar cannot 
be removed. Proper procedures must 
be followed in everything,” he said.

Farmer relief top 
priority amid acute 

drought: DyCM
BALLARI

 
Karnataka is facing one of its 
most severe droughts in near-
ly 75 years, with around 90% 
of crops affected, Deputy 
Chief Minister G Paramesh-
wara said on Wednesday.

Speaking after inspecting 
drought-hit areas in Halakun-
di village, Ballari taluk, he 
said 217 taluks had already 
been declared drought-affect-
ed, while ground-truthing was 
under way in another 23. 
Around 10 to 15 more taluks 
could be added.

The government will re-
lease a ₹2,500 first instalment 
of drought relief from its own 
resources without waiting for 
Central assistance. Under 
Union guidelines, relief is 
fixed at ₹8,500 per hectare, 
but the Centre has not yet re-
leased funds, he said.

The State has estimated 
losses at around ₹46,000 
crore in the 177 taluks cov-
ered by its memoranda and 
s o u g h t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
₹11,000-₹11,500 crore from 
the Centre under NDRF 
guidelines.

Parameshwara said drought 
had affected both rain-fed and 
irrigated areas, while drinking 
water shortages were emerg-
ing in several villages. Funds 
have been released for emer-
gency drinking water and oth-

er relief works.
The government has also 

directed banks to defer recov-
ery of farmers’ loans and ini-
tiate restructuring and refi-
nancing. Farmers need not 
worry about recovery notices, 
he said, adding that instruc-
tions would be issued to na-
tionalised banks and private 
financial institutions.

He said further assistance 
would be considered based on 
the availability of funds and the 
evolving drought situation.

Karnataka dryspell
 Drought-hit taluks: 217

 Under ground-truthing: 23

 Possible additions: 10-15 taluks

 Crop damage: Around 90%

 Estimated loss: `46,000 crore

 Relief sought: `11,000-`11,500 cr

 First State relief: `2,500

LOAN RELIEF
The State government has directed banks 
to defer recovery of farmers’ loans amid 
the drought. Officials have also been asked 
to facilitate restructuring and refinancing. 
Deputy Chief Minister G. Parameshwara 
said farmers should not be anxious over re-
covery notices, as instructions are being is-
sued to both nationalised banks and pri-
vate financial institutions. The government 
is currently prioritising immediate financial 
assistance, while further support will be re-
viewed according to available resources.

Kagan-Soai win Nobel Prize in chemistry
STOCKHOLM: The 2026 Nobel 
Prize in chemistry has been 
awarded to Henri B Kagan and 
Kenso Soai for groundbreaking 
work in the field of asymmetric 
chemistry – unraveling the mys-
tery of how molecules exist in 
non-identical mirror images of 
each other.

The pair share the 12 million 
Swedish kronor ($1.2 million) 
chemistry prize announced 
Wednesday at the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Sciences in 
Stockholm.

Their work hinges on the 
concept of chirality: that the 
structure of molecules can be a 
mirror image of each other, a 
little like our hands. In nature, 
most molecules almost always 

only occur in one variety – a 
phenomenon known as homo-
chirality, which has long puz-
zled scientists.

“Henri Kagan and Kenso 
Soai have provided a solution to 

a chemical mystery that is over 
a century old: how homochiral-
ity can emerge spontaneously. 
The chemical reactions they 
have developed are spectacu-
lar,” said Heiner Linke, chair of 
the Nobel Committee for 
Chemistry in a statement. In the 
early 1980s, Kagan found ways 
to manipulate chemical reac-
tions with different types of cat-
alysts, allowing scientists to 
produce a greater excess of one 
of the mirror image molecules.

Soai built on this work by de-
signing a chemical reaction in 
which only one of two possible 
images was formed. “Other 
than life itself, no one had pre-
viously achieved this feat,” said 
the Nobel committee.

Henri B Kagan and Kenso Soai solved a 
century-old mystery in chemistry re-

garding homochirality—how biological 
molecules (like amino acids) spontane-

ously form in only one mirror-image 
"handedness" rather than a 50/50 mix.

Nobel winning 
breakthrough

After months of row, CJI to attend 
NLSIU convocation on Oct 17

New Delhi: The Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) Surya Kant will 
attend the 34th annual convo-
cation of the National Law 
School of India University 
(NLSIU), Bengaluru, on Octo-
ber 17, as per reports.

The development 
comes over a month 
after the university 
cancelled its originally 
scheduled convocation 
amid a controversy over 
the CJI's proposed participa-
tion.

NLSIU had initially sched-
uled its convocation for Sep-
tember 12. However, on Au-
gust 27, the university an-

nounced that the ceremony 
would not be held, citing “un-
avoidable circumstances”. It 
said graduating students would 
instead be awarded their de-
grees in absentia.

The cancellation came 
after more than 700 stu-
dents and alumni op-
posed the proposed par-
ticipation of CJI Surya 

Kant and Bar Council of 
India (BCI) Chairperson 

Manan Kumar Mishra in the 
ceremony.  The university said 
graduating students would 
have the option of receiving 
their degrees either in person 
or in absentia.

1 killed, 8 rescued as 5-storey 
building collapses in New Delhi
NEW DELHI: One person died 
after a five-storey residential 
building collapsed in Delhi's 
Seemapuri area on Wednesday 
afternoon, prompting a joint 
rescue operation by the Delhi 
Fire Services (DFS) and the 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF).

The building, constructed on 
a plot of approximately 25 
square yards, collapsed and 
partially damaged two adjoin-
ing buildings. A minor's body 
was recovered by the rescue 
team from under the debris, 
police confirmed.

Eight injured persons, in-
cluding a child aged around 

three years, have been rescued 
from the affected area while 
some are feared trapped.

The injured are being treated 
at the GTB Hospital emergen-
cy department, which is cur-
rently operational at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Hospital campus. The 
Delhi Fire Service received a 
call about the building collapse 
at around 3:30 pm and rushed 
four fire tenders to the spot. 

This comes a month after a 
boys' PG in Delhi's Satya Ni-
ketan collapsed on September 
6 while repair work was under-
way. Seven people were killed 
and several others were injured 
in the incident.
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

More than two years after re-
ceiving approval, Namma 
Metro Phase-3 has moved 
ahead with the Bangalore 
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (BMRCL) inviting Indi-
an and international consul-
tancy firms to provide Gener-
al Consultancy services for 
the 44.65-km Orange Line 
project.

The Phase-3 expansion will 
comprise two corridors with 
31 stations. Corridor-1 will 
run 32.15 km from J.P. Nagar 
4th Phase to Kempapura, with 
22 stations. Corridor-2 will 
cover 12.50 km between Ho-
sahalli and Kadabagere, with 
nine stations.

A common maintenance 
depot for both corridors is 
proposed at Sunkadakatte. 
The two corridors will have 
interchange facilities with ex-
isting and upcoming Metro 
lines at locations including 
J.P. Nagar, Mysuru Road, 
Peenya and Kempapura. Su-
manahalli Cross is proposed 
as a common interchange.

BMRCL has applied for a 
Japanese Official Develop-
ment Assistance loan of 
¥102.48 billion from the Ja-
pan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) for the two 
corridors. The General Con-
sultant will review designs, 
finalise tender documents, 

evaluate bids and assist in 
contract negotiations.

During construction, the 
consultant will oversee quali-
ty, safety and environmental 
requirements, coordinate con-
tractors and support testing 
and commissioning.

The project will also in-
volve procurement of 252 
standard-gauge coaches, in-
cluding their design, manu-

facture, supply, installation, 
testing and commissioning. 
Comprehensive maintenance 
for up to 15 years and staff 
training will also be part of 
the package.

Signalling and train control, 
telecommunications, Auto-
matic Fare Collection, trac-
tion power and receiving sub-
stations are among other ma-
jor systems planned.

The Phase-3 corridors are 
expected to ease congestion 
on the Outer Ring Road West, 
Magadi Road and other major 
arterial routes. BMRCL also 
plans integration with BMTC, 
Indian Railways and proposed 
suburban rail stations.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has arrested suspended 
Karnataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC) chair-
man Shivashankarappa S 
Sahukar and member B V 
Geetha in connection with a 
money laundering probe into 
alleged examination irregu-
larities, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The two were arrested on 
October 6 under provisions of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), ac-
cording to ED officials.

“The arrests have been 
made under the provisions of 
the PMLA in connection with 
the money laundering investi-
gation arising from the al-
leged examination irregulari-
ties,” an ED official said.

The agency’s case is based 
on multiple FIRs registered by 
Karnataka Police over alleged 
irregularities in the KPSC ex-
amination conducted for re-
cruitment of 400 veterinary 
officers.

The ED had earlier arrested 
former KPSC Controller of 
Examinations and IAS officer 
Gyanendra Kumar Gangwar 
and alleged middleman Basa-
varaj Kannale in connection 
with the case.

According to the agency, 
some alleged middlemen con-
tacted candidates, including 
the complainant, and demand-
ed bribes ranging from Rs 70 

lakh to Rs 80 lakh per candi-
date for selection.

The investigation is also ex-
amining allegations of ques-
tion paper leaks, tampering 
with OMR answer sheets and 
alleged facilitation of the se-
lection of relatives of KPSC 
officials.

The latest arrests come as 
the central agency continues 
to investigate the alleged fi-

nancial transactions and wider 
network linked to the recruit-
ment process. The ED is ex-
amining the money trail aris-
ing from the alleged bribe 
demands and other irregulari-
ties.

The KPSC recruitment pro-
cess for veterinary officers 
has come under scrutiny fol-
lowing allegations of mal-
practice. The ED is expected 
to question the arrested offi-
cials as part of its investiga-
tion and establish the role of 
various persons allegedly 
connected to the case.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) 
founder Abhijeet Dipke will 
participate in a ‘People’s Tri-
bunal’ being organised by civ-
il society groups from across 
Karnataka in Bengaluru on 
October 8 to protest the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls and deletion 
of names under the Absent, 
Shifted, Duplicate, Dead and 
Others (ASDDO) categories.

CJP spokesperson Saurav 
Das, Ashutosh Ranka, actor 
Prakash Raj and representa-
tives of other organisations 
are also expected to partici-
pate in the programme.

The groups organising the 
tribunal are expected to de-
mand that all deletions carried 
out during the SIR exercise be 
scrapped and that the elector-
al rolls prepared before the 
revision be retained.

They are also expected to 
seek the resignation of Chief 
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar, alleging irregu-
larities in the electoral roll 
revision process.

The organisers have alleged 
that the SIR exercise has af-

fected the voting rights of 
lakhs of people, particularly 
those belonging to oppressed 
and minority communities. 
They claim that some voters 
have faced difficulties in pro-
ducing documents during 
hearings following notices 
issued in connection with the 
revision.

“The tribunal will publicly 
present evidence on the back-
ground of the SIR process and 
the injustices arising from it, 
including cases of voters fac-
ing difficulties over documen-
tation,” the organisers said.

The event is expected to 
provide a platform for affect-
ed voters and participating 
organisations to present their 
concerns over the revision 
process.

The groups said they would 

place before the tribunal ac-
counts and evidence concern-
ing alleged voter deletions, 
documentation-related diffi-
culties and other issues aris-
ing during the SIR exercise.

The protest comes amid a 
wider political and public de-
bate in Karnataka over the 
electoral roll revision and the 
deletion of names under vari-
ous categories. Election au-

thorities have maintained that 
the revision is intended to 
identify and update electoral 
records.

The organisers said the tri-
bunal would seek greater pub-
lic attention to the concerns 
raised by voters and demand 
restoration of names they be-
lieve were wrongly removed 
from the rolls.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

U.S.-based GE Aerospace has 
shipped four F404-IN20 en-
gines to Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited (HAL) for the 
Tejas Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) Mk-1A, the company 
announced on Wednesday.

“We remain focused on de-
livering the engines needed to 
power India’s Tejas indige-
nous fighter jets. We are 
proud to partner with Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Limited and 
the Indian Air Force,” a GE 
Aerospace spokesperson said.

The latest shipment takes 
the number of F404-IN20 en-
gines sent by GE Aerospace to 
HAL in the past two months 
to seven. GE Aerospace is 
contracted to supply 99 en-
gines to HAL, which has now 
received 10 engines, including 
the latest consignment.

The supply of engines is 
significant as HAL has at 
least 25 Tejas airframes ready 
and is awaiting further engine 
deliveries. Delays in receiving 
the F404 engines have affect-
ed the production and deliv-
ery schedule of the LCA Mk-

1A aircraft.
The Defence Ministry had 

signed a ₹48,000-crore con-
tract with HAL in February 
2021 for 83 Tejas Mk-1A air-
craft for the Indian Air Force. 
The order comprises 73 fight-
er aircraft and 10 trainer air-
craft, with deliveries original-
ly scheduled over eight years.

However, HAL has not yet 
delivered a Tejas Mk-1A 
fighter aircraft to the IAF. The 
delay has come under scrutiny 
amid concerns over the de-
clining strength of the Air 
Force’s fighter squadrons.

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal A.P. Singh had re-

cently said delays in the in-
duction of the Tejas Mk-1A 
were affecting the IAF.

The issue was also raised 
by Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh during his September 
visit to Bengaluru. He called 
for realistic timelines for de-
fence projects, warning that 
delays could create gaps in 
meeting critical defence re-
quirements, increase costs and 
raise the risk of technology 
becoming obsolete.

The latest engine shipments 
are expected to support HAL’s 
efforts to accelerate produc-
tion of the indigenous fighter 
aircraft.

Rain, construction turn 
Chandapura junction 

into traffic nightmare
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Waterlogging, ongoing 
construction and heavy 
vehicle movement have 

turned Chandapura junc-
tion on NH44 into a major 
traffic bottleneck, causing 

prolonged delays 
between Chandapura, 

Bommasandra and 
Attibele. Construction 

near the Old Chandapura 
Railway Bridge has 

reduced road space, while 
dug-up roadside sections 
and poor drainage have 
worsened the situation. 

Heavy rain recently 
caused waterlogging, with 

pedestrians reportedly 
falling while crossing the 

stretch. Though the water 
receded, congestion con-
tinued. Rajajinagar MLA S 

Suresh Kumar said he 
was stuck for nearly 50 

minutes without moving 
while returning from 

Puducherry. Anekal MLA 
B Shivanna urged NHAI 

officials and the contrac-
tor to coordinate and exe-
cute the works systemati-

cally.

Rain damage pushes up 
vegetable prices

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Vegetable and leafy green 
prices have risen sharply 

in Bengaluru following 
rain-related crop damage 

and reduced supplies. 
Tomatoes have increased 
from Rs. 25 to Rs. 60 per 
kg, beans to Rs. 120 and 
cucumber to Rs. 44‑45. 

Country coriander is sell-
ing at Rs. 130, while spin-
ach costs Rs. 90 per kg. 

Garlic remains expensive 
at Rs. 320. Farmers said 
sudden showers dam-
aged crops and caused 

rotting, while below-nor-
mal rainfall and high tem-

peratures also affected 
production. Meanwhile, 

flower growers in 
Bengaluru Rural are fac-
ing a price crash due to 
weak demand during 

Pitru Paksha. 
Chrysanthemum prices 

have fallen from Rs. 400 
to Rs. 30‑40 per kg, while 

marigold is down to Rs. 
5‑10.

ED arrests suspended 
KPSC chairman, member

The agency’s action follows allegations of bribe demands, paper 
leaks and OMR manipulation in veterinary officer recruitment.

GE Aerospace ships four 
more engines for Tejas Mk-1A

Yeshwanthpur Dasara-2026 to be 
celebrated on Mysuru Dasara lines

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Yeshwanthpur Dasara-2026 
will be celebrated on a grand 
scale for 11 days in the Yesh-
wanthpur Assembly constitu-
ency, on the lines of Mysuru 
Dasara, said MLA S.T. So-
mashekar.

Speaking at a preparatory 
meeting held at the play-
ground in Kengeri Satellite 
Town, Somashekar said the 
celebrations were being or-
ganised for the convenience 
of residents, particularly those 
from rural areas who may not 
be able to travel to Mysuru 
with their families to witness 
the festivities.

The event will be organised 
at the Kengeri Satellite Town 
playground and will provide 
families from all 17 gram pan-
chayats and 12 wards of the 
constituency an opportunity to 
participate in the celebrations.

The festivities will begin on 
October 11 with prayers and 
floral offerings to Goddess 
Chamundeshwari. Eminent 
personalities from the constit-
uency will inaugurate the cel-
ebrations. Stalls will also be 
provided for local farmers to 
display and sell their agricul-
tural produce.

The 11‑day programme will 
include Raitha Dasara, a 
wrestling competition, Raitha 
Ratna awards, cultural pro-
grammes, a children’s draw-
ing competition and Women’s 
Dasara. Yuva Dasara will fea-
ture dance performances, a 
Yuva Raja-Yuva Rani fashion 
show and a short-reels com-
petition.

A musical evening featur-

ing composer Arjun Janya is 
scheduled for October 18, 
while a job fair and body-
builder show will be held on 
October 19.

The celebrations will cul-
minate on October 21 with a 
grand procession of Goddess 
Chamundeshwari. The deity 
will be placed on an ambari 
and taken from Sheerke 
Apartments to Ganesh Play-
ground, accompanied by var-
ious cultural troupes.

Kengeri Police Inspector 
Jagadish said precautionary 
measures would be taken to 
ensure public safety and pre-
vent untoward incidents 
during the festivities.

Transformer blasts 
injure five in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Five people were injured in 
two separate transformer blast 
incidents reported in eastern 
Bengaluru within 24 hours, 
police said on Wednesday. A 
bike was also damaged in one 
of the incidents.

The first blast occurred be-
tween 12.30 pm and 1 pm on 
Tuesday near a Coca-Cola 
godown in Benniganahalli. 
Four people — Narayan, 
Azeem Pasha, Chethan and 
Lakshmi, aged between 20 
and 50 — sustained injuries. 
They are from different parts 
of Bengaluru and are under-
going treatment at a hospital.

A bike was damaged in the 
incident, following which the 
Ramamurthynagar police 
launched an investigation.

The second incident was 
reported around 9.50 am on 
Wednesday near Bagalur 
Cross. Mohammed Afroz sus-

tained injuries in the blast and 
was shifted to a hospital for 
treatment.

A video of the Bagalur inci-
dent has gone viral on social 
media. The footage shows 
people walking along the 
footpath near the transformer 
when it suddenly exploded. A 
preliminary suspicion is that 
the blast may have been 
caused by a short circuit.

The Yelahanka New Town 
police are investigating the 
Bagalur incident, while the 
Ramamurthynagar police are 
probing the Benniganahalli 
blast. Officials are examining 
the transformers and the sur-
rounding area as part of the 
investigation.

“We are investigating the 
circumstances leading to the 
transformer blast and examin-
ing whether a short circuit or 
another electrical fault caused 
the incident,” a police official 
said.

BMRCL seeks global firms for 
Namma Metro Phase-3 consultancy

Namma Metro’s 44.65-km Orange Line takes a key step forward with BMRCL 
seeking global consultants for project implementation.

Abhijeet Dipke to join Bengaluru 
People’s Tribunal on SIR

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rice prices have risen again 
across Karnataka, with traders 
blaming supply shortages and 
weaker paddy output in key 
producing regions.

Rice prices in Karnataka 
have increased for the fourth 
time in four months, with 
several popular varieties re-
cording significant hikes 
amid concerns over supply 
failing to keep pace with de-
mand.

Kolam rice has risen from 
Rs. 75 to Rs. 110 per kg, 
while Basmati has increased 
from Rs. 105 to Rs. 120. Jeera 
rice is now priced at Rs. 125 
per kg, compared to Rs. 115 
earlier. Rajamudi has in-

creased from Rs. 125 to Rs. 
150, while Steam rice has 
gone up from Rs. 60 to Rs. 88 
per kg.

Sona Masuri, one of the 
most widely consumed variet-
ies in Karnataka, has also 
crossed the Rs. 100-per-kg 
mark in some markets. In the 
Yeshwantpur wholesale mar-
ket, the price of a 25-kg bag 
has increased from Rs. 1,430 
to Rs. 1,820. Traders said the 
variety has recorded a rise of 
around Rs. 390 to Rs. 400 
over the past two months.

Retail prices of Sona Masu-
ri have reached around Rs. 90 
per kg, with traders warning 
that rates could rise further if 
supplies remain tight.

The price increase has been 
attributed to inadequate paddy 
production in parts of Karna-
taka. Raichur, Sindhanur, Sir-
aguppa and Bhadravati are 
among the areas reportedly 
affected by inadequate mon-
soon conditions.

Traders also pointed to low-
er yields in neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu, which have reportedly 
produced only around half 
their usual output. The re-
duced availability from these 
states has added pressure to 
Karnataka’s rice market.

The repeated price increas-
es are likely to add to house-
hold food expenses, particu-
larly for consumers dependent 
on commonly used rice vari-
eties.

Rice prices 
rise for 

fourth time 
in four 

months

KPSC exam scam 
probe

■	 Recruitment under probe: 
400 veterinary officer posts

■	 Arrested: Shivashankarappa 
S Sahukar, B V Geetha

■	 Earlier arrests: Gyanendra 
Kumar Gangwar, Basavaraj 
Kannale

■	 Alleged bribe: Rs 70–80 
lakh per candidate

4
engines in the latest 

shipment

7
engines sent in two 

months

10
of the 99 contracted 

engines received by HAL

25+
Tejas airframes ready

GE Aerospace has shipped four F404-IN20 engines to HAL, taking deliveries in 
the past two months to seven.

For residents who may 
not be able to travel to 
Mysuru

POWER TRANSFORMER BLASTS

2 BLASTS

5
INJURED

“The loan will cover 
only a part of the 

project cost, with BMRCL 
arranging the remaining 
funding.”

— BMRCL official

Demands expected 
at the tribunal

1 Scrap all deletions made 
during the SIR exercise

2 Retain the rolls prepared 
before the revision

3 Resignation of CEC 
Gyanesh Kumar

Price rise, Rs per kg

Rajamudi 125 to 150

Jeera 115 to 125

Basmati 105 to 120

Kolam 75 to 110

Steam 60 to 88



ibcworldnews.com

THURSDAY   OCTOBER 8, 2026 3MANGALURU MANGALURU

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The National Institute of Tech-
nology Karnataka (NITK), 
Surathkal, has installed a de-
commissioned MiG-21 air-
craft in front of its Main 
Building, aiming to inspire 
students and promote interest 
in the Armed Forces.

Air Marshal BU Chen
gappa, who attended the un-
veiling ceremony, said the 
aircraft is a twin-seater train-
er variant of the MiG-21 fea-
turing tandem cockpits. Pow-
ered by an R-13 turbojet en-
gine, the aircraft’s delta 

wings provided manoeu-
vrability and stability, making 
it suitable for training Air 
Force personnel.

It remained in service with 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
until September 2025 and was 
among more than 100 trainer 
aircraft acquired and operated 
by the force.
Inspiring youth
Lok Sabha member Capt 
Brijesh Chowta said it was 
encouraging to see increasing 
numbers of youngsters from 
Dakshina Kannada showing 
interest in serving the nation 
through the Armed Forces.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

A total of 16.38 lakh passen-
gers travelled on the nine sta-
tions of the Padil-Subrah
manya Road railway line on 
the outskirts of Mangaluru, 
which is currently part of the 
Mysore division, in just 20 
months, earning the railways 
a passenger revenue of about 
Rs 31.31 crore.

According to the statistics 
from January  2025 to Au-
gust  2026, a total of 10.51 
lakh unreserved and 5.87 lakh 
reserved passengers travelled 
at Bantwal, Neralakatte, 
Kabakaputtur, Narimogaru, 
Kanyur, Edamangala, Kodim
bal, Bajakare and Subrah
manya Road stations.

Among these, Subrahmanya 

Road station has the highest 
passenger traffic. Subrah
manya Road station accounts 
for 49 percent of the total pas-
sengers and about 60 percent 
of the revenue of the nine sta-
tions.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

The 7th annual Kambala train-
ing camp, organised by the 
Kambala Conservation, Man-
agement and Training Acade-
my, with the aim of cultivating 
a new generation of talents for 
the coastal men’s art, the his-
torical folk sport of Kambala, 
is being successfully held at 
the Koti-Chennai Kambala 
Stadium and Veerarani Abba
kka Culture Village in Ontik
atte, Moodbidri. The training 
camp, which began on Sep-
tember 26, will continue till 
October 8.

This training academy was 
established in 2011 by 11 
like-minded people with the 
aim of addressing the lack of 
good runners in the Kambala 
region, proper management 
of the halls, and bringing in 
regular discipline. Since 
then, the academy has intro-
duced more than 150 quali-
fied runners to the Kambala 

arena, out of which more 
than 60 to 70 are currently 
actively running in the Kam-
bala race.

On October 8, during the 
closing ceremony, a practical 
test and competition are con-

ducted in the call, certificates 
are distributed to the success-
ful campers and the green 
light is given to dive into the 
Kambala arena.

Senior Kambala leader and 
trainer Gunapala Kadamba 

said, we established this acad-
emy to address the shortage 
of skilled runners. The 42 
youths selected this time have 
been given good training, and 
our trainees will be running 
the courses on October 8th.

CH NEWS,  SHIVAMOGGA

MLA Araga Jnanendra de-
manded an investigation by 
the ED or CBI into this scam, 
which reportedly exceeds 
Rs  800 crore over the last 
three years. He further urged 
Labour Minister Santosh Lad 
to accept moral responsibility 
and resign from his Ministeri-
al post.
Construction cess
Speaking at a press conference 
on Wednesday, Jnanendra not-
ed that the Labour Department 
holds over Rs 7,000 crore col-
lected through the construc-
tion cess. While Rs 2,950 is 
allocated annually per worker 
for health check-ups, he criti-
cised the Labour Department 
for misleading the public by 
claiming to have spent Rs 800 
crore to screen 27.13 lakh 
workers across the state 
through 81 work orders.

Observing that the modus 
operandi appears similar to 
the Valmiki scam, it was not-
ed that while claims were 
made about screening one 
lakh people in the district, in-
cluding in Shivamogga’s 
Thirthahalli, at a cost of 
Rs 30 crore, no such screen-

ing actually took place in 
Thirthahalli.

MLA Araga Jnanendra 
pointed out that any tender 
exceeding Rs  10 crore re-
quires Cabinet approval. It 
was alleged that to circum-
vent regulations, an exemp-
tion was obtained under Sec-
tion 4(A) of the Labour Act, a 
format contrary to the KTPP 
Act was devised and tenders 
were awarded to preferred 
contractors, initially to three 
agencies and subsequently to 
five individuals.

Another multi-crore 
scam involving the 

health check-ups of 
registered construction 
workers in the state has 

come to light.

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

A new keyboard that enables 
users to type directly in the 
Tulu script has been launched 
for Android smartphones, 
marking a significant step to-
wards bringing the coastal 
Karnataka language into ev-
eryday digital communi-
cation.

Named Kural Tulu Touch, 
the keyboard was developed 
by software developers Harsh
ith Devadiga and Chaithra 
Poojary.

The keyboard is currently 
available through the Baravu 
Saravu app.

Designed with a familiar 
mobile keyboard layout, Ku-
ral Tulu Touch supports Tulu 
letters, numbers, gunithak-
shara and votthakshara, al-
lowing users to accurately 
form words and character 
combinations.

Harshith Devadiga said, 

one of the key technical chal-
lenges was accurately map-
ping the Tulu font to the key-
board layout so that users 
could easily identify and type 
characters on small smart-
phone screens.

Apart from the keyboard, 
the Baravu Saravu app func-

tions as a broader Tulu-learn-
ing resource.

The keyboard builds on the 
recent inclusion of the Tulu-
Tigalari script in the Unicode 
Standard. In 2024, the Uni-
code Consortium added 80 
Tulu characters in Unicode 16, 
providing the technical foun-

dation for digital platforms to 
support the script and enabling 
developers to create compati-
ble fonts and keyboards.

The Kural Tulu Touch key-
board is currently available 
only on Android. The devel-
opers plan to introduce an 
iOS version in the future.

Sharath Kodavoor, found-
ing member of Jai Tulunad, 
said the initiative seeks to 
bring the CIIL-approved Tulu 
script into the digital space.

GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

Missing man 
found dead in 

Netravati river
CH NEWS, 

MANGALURU

The body of a man who 
went missing three days 
ago after leaving his bike 
and mobile phone on the 

old bridge over the 
Kumaradhara River in 

Uppinangady was found 
in the Netravati River at 

Bollar in Nekkilady village.
The deceased has been 
identified as Madhava 

Gowda (44), a resident of 
Perabe in Hirebandadi 

village. He had left home 
on October 2 and had not 
returned. A case has been 
registered at the Uppin
angady police station.

Navaratri celebration 
at Sigandur 

Chowdeshwari temple
CH NEWS, 

SHIVAMOGGA

The Navratri festival will 
be held from October 11 to 

21 at the Sigandur 
Chowdeshwari Temple 

here, the temple manage-
ment board has said.

Durga Havan and Chan-
dika Homa will be per-

formed. Every day, 
offerings will be made at 
12.30 pm, Durga Puja at 

7 pm, Deepotsava at 
7.30 pm, Ashtavadhana 
service and Mangalarati 

will be held at 8 pm.

Palliative Care 
Day from October 
10 to 20 at MAHE

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

Manipal Academy of 
Higher Education (MAHE) 
will celebrate World Hos-
pice and Palliative Care 
Day (WHPCD) on the 
10th with various pro-

grams to create aware-
ness about palliative care 

for those with serious 
illnesses, said MAHE 

Pro-Chancellor Dr HS 
Ballal. Speaking at a 

press conference, he said 
that a ‘Run and Ride for 

Dignity’ program has been 
organized that day. Run-

ners and cyclists from 
various clubs in coastal 

Karnataka will leave from 
Corporation Circle near 

Lalbagh in Mangalore at 
5.15 am and will cover a 

distance of about 68 km 
to MHRC in Manipal. 

MAHE has taken a major 
step by setting up MHRC. 
Inaugurated in April 2025, 

MHRC started with 10 
beds and has now 

expanded to 40 beds.

Yogesh demands 
probe into removal 
of 73 voters’ names

CH NEWS, 
SHIVAMOGGA

A BJP worker in Thirtha
halli has lodged a com-
plaint with the Tahsildar 

seeking the removal of 73 
voters’ names from the 

electoral roll. District Con-
gress President HC 

Yogesh stated that a 
complaint would be sub-

mitted to the Deputy 
Commissioner, urging a 
thorough investigation 

into the matter. Speaking 
at a press conference on 

Wednesday, he noted 
that a complaint has 

been filed regarding the 
move to delete the names 

of 73 voters who had 
already received enumer-

ation forms using Form 
No. 7. The Congress party 

is also examining the 
issue regarding the 

removal of approximately 
52,000 voters’ names 
during the revision pro-

cess in city.

Another multi-crore scam 
comes to light, MLA Araga 
Jnanendra demands probe

New Tulu-script keyboard 
launched for Android users
The aim was to make Tulu script practical for everyday digital communication 

rather than limiting its use to educational or archival purposes.

New runners undergo tough training 
at Kambala Academy’s 7th camp

Neglect elders and face 
3 months in jail, ₹ 5,000 

fine: DC Swaroopa

MiG fighter plane installed 
at NITK Surathkal

Probe MRPL safety lapses 
fully: Satyajit Surathkal

16.38 lakh passengers on 
9 Padilu-Subrahmanya 
stations in 20 months

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

MRPL Mazdoor Sangh Hon-
orary President Satyajit 
Surathkal has demanded a 
comprehensive investigation 
into safety lapses at Mangal
ore Refinery and Petrochem-
icals Limited (MRPL) fol-
lowing the recent explosion, 
stating that the incident 
should not be limited to is-
sues of compensation and 
employment.

Welcoming the Rs  1.20 
crore compensation provided 
to the family of accident vic-
tim Manish Karkera, he urged 

MRPL to extend all necessary 
support to the family and pro-
vide employment to an eligi-
ble family member. He also 
demanded that contract work-
ers and their families be pro-
vided health insurance cover-
age of at least Rs  10 lakh, 
along with Rs 25 lakh acci-
dent insurance in the event of 
a worker’s death.

He stressed the need to ef-
fectively implement systems 
to immediately detect gas 
leaks and other hazardous 
conditions, along with warn-
ing sirens and emergency 
evacuation mechanisms.

Elephant Drona gets fiberglass cast, a first in India
CH NEWS,  SHIVAMOGGA

When an arm or leg is bro-
ken, plaster of Paris is first 
applied to the fractured area 
to help it heal quickly. Now, 
a lightweight fiberglass cast-
ing is applied. The same cast-
ing that is applied to humans 
was applied to an elephant 
named Drona, who had a bro-
ken leg at the Sakrebail Ele-
phant camp, and its fracture 
was repaired.

An elephant that had been 

killing people in Hassan dis-
trict was captured and brought 
to Sakrebailu Elephant Camp. 

The locals called it Adka
badka due to its aggressive 
nature. During this time, it 
had slipped and broken its 
left leg. When the doctors at 
Sakrebailu Elephant Camp 

saw it walking with a limp, 
they found that the bone was 
broken. If the POP cast used 

for humans was applied to it, 
it would crumble under the 
weight of the elephant.

This feat of the Sakrebailu 
elephant doctor is said to be 
the first in India. Drona the 

elephant was first given an 
injection and was treated for 
about 2 hours.

Talking about fiberglass 
casting for the elephant, Dr 
Murali Manohar, a doctor at 
Sakrebail Elephant Camp, 
said, Drona is an elephant that 
was captured and brought 
from Hassan district. When it 
came to our camp, it was 
named Drona. While crawl-
ing, it fell and broke its leg. 
We decided to do fiberglass 
casting for the elephant’s leg.

Three boys drowned while 
swimming in the lake

CH NEWS, 
CHIKKAMAGALURU

A tragic incident has taken 
place in Marle village, where 
three boys who had gone to 
the lake to wash the bodies of 
cattle drowned.

The deceased boys are Ta-
run (12), Bhuvan (12) and 
Likhit (12) from Marle vil-
lage. All three were studying 
in class 6.

Since it was a school holi-

day, the three of them had 
gone to the village lake to-
gether to wash the cattle and 
swim with them. They went 
to a deep area in the lake and 
were unable to swim and 
drowned. As soon as the mat-
ter came to light, the locals 
rushed to the rescue.

The police said that a case 
has been registered regarding 
the death of the boys and fur-
ther legal action has been 
taken.

Araga Jnanendra
MLA

Typing in Tulu

Get the Baravu Saravu app 
on an Android phone

1

Enable the keyboard through 
the ‘New Keyboard’ option

2

Type in Tulu script across 
apps such as WhatsApp, and 
switch between Tulu and 
other keyboards

3

Convert typed text into 
shareable stickers

4

Kambala Academy: Most of the top runners running in Kambala today were trained in this academy.

123
came for the preliminary round

72
selected in the first round

42
selected for training

IAF TRAINER

MIG-21
TWIN-SEATER

PASSENGERS JAN 2025 TO AUG 2026

64% 36%

■ Unreserved 10.51 lakh                                                         ■ Reserved 5.87 lakh

“Fracture management for an elephant is very 
difficult. Especially the front leg is very difficult. This 
is because all the weight of the elephant is on the leg.”
DR MURALI MANOHAR Sakrebail Elephant Camp

CH NEWS,  UDUPI

Children and parents who ne-
glect or abandon senior citi-
zens can be jailed for three 
months and fined Rs 5,000, 
said Deputy Commissioner 
TK Swaroopa. She was speak-
ing while presiding over the 
District Committee meeting of 
the Care, Protection and Pro-
tection of Senior Citizens Act 
2007 at the District Collector-
ate Hall in Rajatadri.

She pointed out that when 
guardianship applications and 
property protection applica-
tions from senior citizens 
come before the tribunal, they 
should be disposed of in a 
timely and fair manner. 

She said that police beat 
personnel should visit the 
homes of senior citizens liv-
ing in the jurisdiction of every 
police station in the district, 
especially those living alone, 

once a week to inquire about 
their well-being. If there is a 
problem, the police should 
give it high priority and re-
solve it. 

Senior citizens should be 
given priority in treatment in 
government and private hos-
pitals. Beds should be re-
served for senior citizens, 
there are complaints that se-
nior citizens are not being 
given proper treatment in 
some hospitals in the district. 
They instructed that they 
should give the best treat-
ment without giving a reason 
and refusing treatment. Offi-
cials should regularly moni-
tor the compliance of old age 
homes in the district with the 
government guidelines. She 
said that when senior citizens 
call the helpline 1090, which 
is exclusively for senior citi-
zens, the staff should respond 
appropriately. 
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Assembly 
R. Ashoka has strongly 
condemned the withholding 
of monthly honorariums for 
persons with disabilities 
across Karnataka for the 
past five months. 

He demanded that the 
pending amount be released 
immediately and that the 
monthly honorarium be in-
creased to ₹5,000, follow-
ing the model depend on 
the honorarium to purchase 
medicines and meet essen-
tial monthly expenses, and 
that the delay has caused 
severe hardship adopted in 
Andhra Pradesh.

Ashoka said withholding 
the  ass i s tance  on  the 
grounds of revision and ver-
ification was unacceptable, 
as revision is an ongoing 
administrative process. He 
pointed out that many per-
sons with disabilities depend 
on the honorarium to pur-
chase medicines and meet 
essential monthly expenses, 
and that the delay has 
caused severe hardship.

He also expressed concern 
over the indefinite fast being 

staged near the Ramanagara 
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice by members of the 
Nava Karnataka MRW/
VRW/URW Disability Hon-
orarium Workers’ Associa-
tion along with persons with 
disabilities. Ashoka said he 
had visited the protest site, 
received their memorandum 
and urged the government to 
respond immediately.

Considering the health 
condition of those partici-
pating in the fast, he de-
manded that senior govern-
ment officials visit the pro-
testers, receive their memo-
randum and take steps to 
end the agitation.

Demand for Job Security
Ashoka has separately 

written to the Chief Secre-
tary and Principal Secretary 
of the Revenue Department 
seeking job security for 
around 6,000 MRW, VRW 
and URW workers who have 
reportedly served for nearly 
19 years.

He highlighted their im-
portant role in rural areas, 
particularly in connecting 
eligible beneficiaries with 
government schemes and 
services. Despite their long 
service, these workers con-
tinue to lack job security.

Ashoka urged the govern-
ment to examine their regu-

larization in the Department 
for the Empowerment of 
Differently Abled and Se-
nior Citizens and place a 
proposal before the Cabinet.

He also sought a fixed 
deadline for officials to act 
on these demands and re-
quested that the government 
inform him in writing about 
the action taken.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka State Bioenergy 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d 
(KSBDB) Chairman S.E. 
Sudheendra discussed mea-
sures to regulate the collec-
tion and use of Used Cook-
ing Oil (UCO) for biodiesel 
production in the State with 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dr. U.T. Khader 
Fareed at Vidhana Soudha 
on Wednesday.

The meeting focused on 
formulating regulations to 
ensure that UCO, an im-
portant feedstock for bio-
diesel, is collected and sup-
plied exclusively to autho-
rised biodiesel production 
units.

Sudheendra informed the 
Minister that the Board has 
initiated the process of for-
mulating a State Bioenergy 
Policy under the guidance 
of Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar. The proposed 
policy is expected to en-
courage investment in bio-
energy projects and pro-
mote value addition and an 
organised supply chain for 
UCO.

He highlighted public-​
health concerns arising 
from the repeated use of 
cooking oi l  in  hotels , 
restaurants and food-​pro-
cessing establishments, 
particularly in urban areas. 
He also pointed out that 
used oil is sometimes di-
verted to smaller food es-
tablishments for reuse. He 
stressed the need for strict 
measures to prevent such 
diversion and ensure that 
UCO reaches only autho-
rised biodiesel producers.

The Chairman noted that 

the Department of Food, 
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs has already 
permitted the sale and dis-
t r ibu t ion  of  b iodiese l 
through authorised Biodies-
el Retail Outlets under a 
Gazette notification. Effec-
tive regulation of UCO, he 
said, would increase the 
availability of raw material 
for biodiesel production, 
thereby supporting higher 
production and Karnataka’s 
efforts towards greater en-
ergy self-​reliance.

Minister Khader respond-
ed positively and suggested 
that the Board formulate a 
policy in coordination with 
the Health and Family Wel-
fare Department to ensure 
systematic collection and 
storage of UCO and its 
mandatory utilisation for 
biodiesel production. Such 
a mechanism would help 
prevent used cooking oil 
from re-​entering the food 
chain.

The Minister assured that 
the proposal would be dis-
cussed with concerned offi-
cials and that necessary le-
gal provisions would be 
formulated in coordination 
with relevant departments.

Senior officials from the 
Health Department, Food 
Safety Department, Nation-
al Health Mission and 
KSBDB attended the meet-
ing.

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Former Chief Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai has said there 
is no provision for individuals 
or political parties to file pri-
vate complaints regarding the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, stat-
ing that objections must be 
submitted through the pre-
scribed Election Commission 
process.

Speaking to reporters in 
Haveri on Wednesday, Bom-
mai said any person could 
submit a Form-7 application 
regarding electoral-​roll en-
tries. However, he maintained 
that an application cannot au-
tomatically be considered 
false or invalid immediately 
after submission and must 
first undergo verification.

He alleged that the SIR ex-
ercise was being conducted 
transparently and criticized 
the Congress for submitting 
what he described as private 
complaints. He also accused 
the party of exploiting the mi-
nority community for political 
purposes.

Referring to the BJP’s 
‘Seva Jyothi’ programme 
marking Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s 25 years in pub-
lic life, Bommai praised Mo-
di’s governance and said the 
country had made significant 
economic progress. He assert-
ed that efforts should contin-
ue to strengthen India’s devel-
opment.

On the proposed Bedthi-​
Varada project, Bommai said 
some people were opposing 
the project even before its De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) 
had been prepared. He stated 
that the extent of forest land 
likely to be affected could 
only be determined after the 
DPR was completed.

Bommai said he had writ-
ten to Chief Minister request-
ing that a meeting of elected 
representatives and activists 
be convened to discuss the 
project.

 He expressed confidence 
that the Chief Minister would 
call such a meeting and allow 
the concerns surrounding the 
project to be discussed in de-
tail.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

As part of the Special Sum-
mary Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, 32,666 notices 
have been generated in Bidar 
district, of which 32,516 have 
been served to voters. Inqui-
ries concerning 25,244 notic-
es have been completed, the 
Election Tahsildar at the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office 
said.

The notices were issued 
under the directions of the 
Chief Electoral Officer to 
voters classified as “Anamo-
li,” whose names differ be-
tween the 2002 electoral roll 
and the current roll, and “No 
Mapping” voters whose 
names are not found in the 
2002 electoral roll.

Electoral Registration Of-
ficers (EROs) and Assistant 
Electoral Registration Offi-
cers (AEROs) are conducting 
hearings and verifying the 

required documents. Certifi-
cates such as caste certifi-
cates and permanent resi-
dence certificates already is-
sued to citizens are being 
accepted as original records 
during the verification pro-
cess.

Constituency-​wise, Basa-
vakalyan received 3,093 no-
tices, with 3,097 served and 
2,110 inquiries completed. In 
Humnabad, 5,049 notices 
were generated and served, 
with 4,327 inquiries complet-
ed. Bidar South recorded 
2,459 notices and 1,811 com-

pleted inquiries.
Bidar Assembly constitu-

ency accounted for the high-
est number, with 11,262 no-
t ices generated,  11,204 
served and 8,930 inquiries 
completed. In Bhalki, 5,835 
notices were generated, 
5,739 served and 4,426 in-
quiries completed.

Aurad recorded 4,968 no-
tices generated and served, 
with 3,640 inquiries complet-

ed.
Officials are also personal-

ly visiting differently-​abled 
and elderly voters to conduct 
inquiries and facilitate the 
verification process. The 
Election Tahsildar said that 
notices relating to “No Map-
ping” and “Anamoli” cases 
are being resolved after ex-
amining relevant documents 
and completing the pre-
scribed verification.

GAJJELLA SAVITHRI w/o 
GAJJELA BHASKAR resident 
of Nemalladinne bedusupalli 

Gangavaram Seetaramapuram 
Nellore, Andhra 

Pradesh- 524310. have 
changed my name to 

BASIREDDY SAVITHRI 
vide affidavit dated:  

07.10.2026, before Notary 
KANTHARAJU. S, Bengaluru

NAME CHANGE

KPSC recruitment must be transparent, says Khandre
CH NEWS, HASSAN

Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Eshwar 
Khandre said talented and el-
igible candidates must not 
suffer injustice and that re-
cruitment to government 
posts should be conducted 
with complete transparency.

Speaking to reporters in 
Hassan on Wednesday about 
alleged irregularities in the 
Karnataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC) recruit-
ment process and the En-
forcement Directorate’s ques-
tioning of former KPSC 
Chairman Shivashankarappa 

Sahukar, Khandre said it was 
unfortunate that the Commis-
sion had reached such a situ-
ation.

He said Chief Minister had 
taken the issue seriously and 
that the government would 
take necessary steps to re-
form the recruitment system. 
Khandre added that future 
recruitments would be con-
ducted transparently through 
the Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA).

 He noted that recruitment 
to around 72,000 govern-
ment posts is currently un-
derway.

The Minister warned that 

strict action would be taken 
against anyone found in-
volved in recruitment irreg-
ularities, in accordance with 
applicable State and national 
laws.

Electoral Roll Issue

Khandre also criticized the 
BJP over the ongoing con-
troversy concerning elector-
al rolls. He said the cam-
paign to protect voting rights 
and democracy would con-
tinue under the leadership of 
Rahul Gandhi.

He urged the Election 
Commission to ensure trans-
parency in the electoral-​roll 
process and demanded legal 
action against anyone found 

responsible for irregularities.

Local Body Elections
Regarding local elections, 

Khandre said preparations 
were underway to conduct 
Taluk Panchayat and Zilla 
Panchayat elections by De-
cember.

He said these elections 
would be held first, followed 
by Gram Panchayat elec-
tions, and asserted that the 

Congress was prepared to 
face the elections even if 
they were held immediately.

Meanwhile, ED officials 
have been investigating al-
leged irregularities in the re-
cruitment of veterinary offi-
cers.According to reports, 
former KPSC Chairman Shi-
vashankarappa Sahukar was 
questioned, while KPSC 
member Geetha was arrested 
after questioning. Officials 
also conducted searches at 
their residences as part of the 
investigation.

The ED’s investigation into 
the alleged recruitment irreg-
ularities is continuing.

Ashoka condemns withholding 
of disability honorarium

Ashoka said withholding disability assistance during verification 
was unacceptable, stressing delays caused hardship as 

beneficiaries depend on honorarium for medicines

No scope for private 
complaints regarding 

‘SIR’: Basavaraj Bommai

Karnataka moves to 
regulate used cooking oil 
for biodiesel production

Horatti urges govt to reconsider milk and bus fare hikes

Bidar assembly constituency records highest notice count

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

MLC and former Karnataka 
Legislative Council Chairman 
Basavaraj Horatti has urged 
the State government to recon-
sider the proposed increase in 
Nandini milk prices and pub-
lic transport fares, citing the 
financial difficulties faced by 
farmers, agricultural labourers 
and low-​income families amid 
drought and rising prices.

In separate letters to Chief 
Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister G. Parameshwara, 
Horatti said steep increases 
in the prices of essential ser-
vices would place an addi-
tional burden on ordinary 
people. He referred to reports 
of a proposed ₹8 per litre 
hike in Nandini milk prices 
and a 20% to 40% increase in 

bus fares to compensate for 
losses incurred by State 
transport corporations.

He urged the government 
either to withdraw the pro-
posals or restrict the increas-
es to the minimum possible 
level. Milk and public trans-
port are essential to poor and 
middle-​class households, he 
pointed out.

Revive Indira Canteens
Horatti also called for the 

immediate revival of closed 
or non-​functional Indira Can-
teens across Karnataka. He 
said the canteens should pro-
vide quality breakfast and 
meals to economically weak-
er sections at the existing 
subsidized rates of ₹5 and 
₹10.

He highlighted the difficul-
ties faced by agricultural la-
bourers and daily-​wage work-
ers who are migrating to cities 
in search of employment fol-
lowing crop losses and short-
ages of drinking water and 

fodder in rural areas.
Horatti suggested that the 

government consider limiting 
its guarantee schemes to gen-
uinely eligible poor beneficia-
ries rather than extending 
benefits universally.

 According to him, savings 
from such a measure could be 
redirected towards drought 
relief, farmer subsidies and 
strengthening the Indira Can-
teen network.

He emphasized that protect-
ing ordinary citizens, ensuring 
food security and supporting 
vulnerable sections should re-
main priorities during the 
drought. He appealed to the 
Chief Minister and Deputy 
Chief Minister to reconsider 
the proposed price hikes and 
take immediate measures to 
provide relief to the people.

NWKRTC to 
operate 50 
additional 

special buses
CH NEWS, GADAG

In view of the Mahalaya 
Amavasya festival and 

the ensuing weekend, the 
North Western Karnataka 

Road Transport 
Corporation (NWKRTC) 
will operate around 50 

additional special buses 
to meet the increased 

travel demand. The ser-
vices will originate from 
the Hubballi, Dharwad, 
Gadag, Belagavi, Uttara 

Kannada, Haveri, Chikkodi 
and Bagalkot divisions 

and connect various des-
tinations. Special services 
from Bengaluru to North 
Karnataka destinations 

will operate on October 9, 
as Friday is followed by 

the second Saturday and 
Sunday. The NWKRTC 

has appealed to passen-
gers to make use of the 
additional services and 

choose Corporation 
buses for a safe and com-

fortable journey.

Applications 
invited for 

NMMS scholarship
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Online applications have been 
invited for the National 

Means-cum-Merit Scholarship 
(NMMS) Examination 

2026‑27. The last date to sub-
mit applications is October 31, 
2026. The application facility 

is available under the 
‘NMMS Login’ section on the 
homepage of the Karnataka 

School Examination and 
Assessment Board website. 

72,000 Around this many government 
posts are now under recruit-
ment, Khandre noted

ENSURE TRANSPARENT RECRUITMENT

At a glance
■	 Key Spokesperson: Former 

CM Basavaraj Bommai
■	 Core Topic: Special Intensive 

Revision (SIR) transparency
■	 Legal Stance: No provision 

for private complaints
■	 Project Issue: Bedthi-Varada 

Detailed Project ReportKey demands in the 
letter

1 Immediate release of the 
disability honorarium for all 

withheld months

2 Demand to raise the 
honorarium to ₹5,000 a 

month

3 Job security for about 
6,000 MRW/VRW/URW 

workers; suggestion that a 
proposal to regularize them in 
the department be submitted 
to the Cabinet

4 Demand that a deadline 
be fixed for the Revenue 

Department

5 Demand that senior 
officials visit the 

Ramanagara fast site and 
receive the memorandum

R. Ashoka
Leader of the Opposition

Basavaraj 
Horatti
MLC, FORMER 
COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN

Core Issue: Proposed hikes on milk 
and bus fares
Target Audience: Letters sent to 
CM and Deputy CM
Relief Focus: Support for 
drought-hit and vulnerable families

Milk and public transport 
are essential to poor and 
middle-class households

SIR notices by constituency

Bidar 11,262

Bhalki 5,835

Humnabad 5,049

Aurad 4,968

Basavakalyan 3,093

Bidar South 2,459
32,666 notices in all in Bidar district
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CH NEWS, MANDYA

The government will not take 
any decision that causes dis-
tress to farmers, District In-
charge and Water Resources 
Minister N. Chaluvarayas-
wamy said on Wednesday.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing with farmer leaders at the 
Zilla Panchayat hall in Man-
dya, where he heard grievanc-
es related to farmers, drought 
and the sixth-phase drinking 
water project for nearly two 
hours.

The minister said the sixth-
phase drinking water project 
was planned to meet drinking 
water needs, while implemen-
tation of the Mekedatu proj-
ect would provide a perma-
nent solution to the Cauvery 
crisis. He said technical and 
legal preparations were com-
plete and a proposal had been 
submitted to the Central 
Water Commission. He ex-
pressed confidence that the 
foundation stone for the proj-
ect would be laid before 
March.

On the Manmul scam, Cha-
luvarayaswamy said he per-
sonally directed that legal 
action be taken within 24 
hours of the matter coming to 
light. He said no one would 
be protected and added that a 
high-level inquiry could be 
ordered if necessary.

He also assured farmers that 
drought relief of ₹2,500 would 
be credited to their accounts 
within two days. A central 
study team is currently in-
specting the drought situation.

The minister said a letter 
had been sent to the Election 

Commission regarding the in-
crease in milk prices and that 
the decision would be imple-
mented after approval or after 
the elections.

He said the cancer hospital 
would undergo Kayakalpa 
within a week and a separate 
meeting would address en-
croachment on medical col-
lege land. He also said My-
sugar privatisation had been 
stopped and outstanding sug-
arcane dues from 81 sugar 
factories would be released by 
October 15.

Plans are also in place to 

construct reservoirs at Nugu 
Dam and Tannur Lake.

Chaluvarayaswamy said he 
had participated in farmers’ 
agitations before becoming a 
minister and would never for-
get that he was a son of the 
soil.

MLC Dinesh Gooligowda, 
MLA Ramesh Bandisidde-
gowda, Mysugar Chairman 
C.D. Gangadhar, Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Kumar, Zil-
la Panchayat CEO K.R. Nan-
dini, SP N. Shobharani and 
farmer leaders were present.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Health Department officials 
and staff took part in a clean-
liness drive through voluntary 
labour, or shramadan, on 
Wednesday as part of the 
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ cam-
paign being held from Octo-
ber 2 to 31.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, District Health and 
Family Welfare Officer Dr. 
M.C. Sunil Kumar said Ma-
hatma Gandhi had envisioned 
not only an independent India 
but also a clean and beautiful 
India. He said it was every-
one’s duty to keep the envi-
ronment clean and well-main-
tained in service of Mother 
India.

Dr. Sunil Kumar directed 
staff to clean the indoor and 
outdoor areas of Health De-
partment facilities in phases. 
These include the District 

Hospital, Taluk Hospitals, 
Community and Primary 
Health Centers, Namma Clin-
ics and Ayushman Arogya 
hospitals.

He stressed that the cleanli-
ness campaign should be car-
ried out meaningfully and 
should not remain only a for-
mal exercise. He also urged 
health staff to create aware-
ness among the public about 
maintaining cleanliness in 
public places and preventing 
diseases.
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‘Mekedatu project is permanent 
Cauvery crisis solution’

The minister said Phase Six would address drinking water needs, while Mekedatu 
would permanently resolve Cauvery issues, with preparations complete

Tribal communities seek government action on key issues
CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Tribal communities in the 
Hunsur subdivision have 
urged elected representatives 
to take their problems to the 
government and ensure that 
their long-pending issues are 
resolved.

Tribal leader and Padma 
Shri awardee Somanna visited 
several hadis to understand 
the problems faced by resi-
dents. Discussions were held 
at Anemala, Budanuru, Pra-
bhanagara, Balle, Vijayagiri, 
Kottigekaval, Madyayana 
Katte and Tarikal hadis in the 
presence of local leaders.

Residents demanded re-

placement of asbestos roofing 
sheets damaged by strong 
winds and repairs to a house 
in Anemala damaged by an 
elephant nearly a year ago. 
They said the MLA had been 
informed and had personally 
inspected the house, but re-
pairs had not been completed.

The tribal communities also 
demanded proper drinking 
water facilities, stating that 
residents have to search for 
borewells even for washing 
clothes. They highlighted the 
difficulties faced by elderly 
people, pregnant women and 
children following the stop-
page of nutritious food sup-
plies for eight months.

Residents alleged that for-
est rights were not being 
properly implemented and 
that rehabilitation had not 
been provided to people evict-
ed from forests despite High 
Court orders. Lack of rain has 
also reduced wage-labour op-
portunities.

They said families with 
only two or three members 
were excluded from the Anna 
Bhagya scheme and alleged 
that nutritious food benefits 
were denied to people with 
caste certificates and Aadhaar 
cards. They also raised con-
cerns over unpaid pensions 
and the failure of Panchayats 
to issue house title deeds.

The community opposed 
re-declaring the area as an 
Eco-Sensitive Zone, noting its 
existing status as Nagarahole 
National Park and Tiger Re-
serve.

A memorandum was sub-
mitted through the Piriyapat-
na Tahsildar, while Associa-
tion President J.D. Jayappa 
also submitted a memoran-
dum to the Chief Minister.

Residents urged MLAs Anil 
Chikkamadu, Venkatesh and 
G.D. Harish Gowda, along 
with Panchayat and Tribal 
Welfare Department officials, 
to address their concerns and 
ensure their rights and 
benefits.

Chitradurga health staff 
join cleanliness drive

Unanimous KSP poll nod 
for Amaresh Mailapura

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Teacher and organiser Amaresh Mai-
lapura was unanimously selected as the 
candidate for the Kannada Sahitya Par-
ishat election at a meeting held at the 
Employees’ Cultural Hall in Koppal city.

Raviteja Abbigeri, immediate past 
president of the District Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishat, presided over the meeting 
and appealed to life members across the 
seven taluks to ensure Amaresh Mai-
lapura’s victory. He said his election 
would bring new energy to the Parishat 
and revive literary and cultural activities 
in Koppal district.

Divisional Legal Officer B.S. Patil 
said the practice of recognising writers 
through the Kannada Sahitya Parishat 
had declined and called for collective 
efforts to strengthen the organisation.

Senior thinkers and literary figures, 
including D.V. Badigera, Veeranna Nin-
goji, Rama Murthy Navali, Savitri Mu-
jumdar, Shivamurthy Itagi, Vir-
upaksheshwara Swamy, Iranna Hurakad-
li and Mohanlal Jain, addressed the 
gathering.

Wind project damages 
farmland without 

seeking permission

Plan grand Rajyotsava, DC tells officials
CH NEWS, MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar instructed officials to 
make necessary preparations 
for Kannada Rajyotsava on 
November 1 and celebrate it in 
a meaningful and grand manner 
reflecting Karnataka’s land, lan-
guage, art, culture and heritage.

Presiding over a preparatory 
meeting at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, Dr. Kumar said 
the Rajyotsava programme at 
the district stadium should be 
organised carefully. As minis-

ters, elected representatives, 
dignitaries and prominent per-
sonalities would attend, he di-
rected officials to complete in-
vitation, reception and seating 
arrangements well in advance.

He instructed officials to as-
sign department-wise responsi-
bilities for the stage, flag hoist-
ing, parade, cultural pro-
grammes, drinking water, elec-
tricity, cleanliness and security. 
Site inspections should also be 
conducted, and all departments 
must coordinate to avoid any 
lapses.

MALINGARAYA PUJAR
CH NEWS

Outrage has erupted in Sudi 
village of Ron taluk over the 
uprooting of trees and plants 
for a wind power project. Vil-
lagers and farmers have ac-
cused the SKP Wind Fan 
Company of destroying 
greenery and crops while pre-
paring roads for construction 
vehicles.

The company is planning to 
set up wind power plants in 
Sudi and surrounding villag-
es. Wide roads are required to 
transport machinery and 
blades. Locals allege that the 
company is using road work 
as a reason to cut trees along 
roadsides and near farmers’ 
lands.

Farmers have alleged that 
crops and trees on their lands 
were destroyed without per-
mission to make way for con-
struction vehicles. They said 
JCB machines have removed 
hundreds of plants that pro-
vided shade and shelter for 
animals.

The destruction has raised 
questions about development 
and its effect on the environ-
ment. Locals have questioned 
how a company producing 
“green energy” can destroy 
greenery around it.

Farmers and youth staged a 
protest at the site. They con-
fronted officials and demand-
ed that the company stop the 
destruction. They said trees 
planted and protected by their 
ancestors should not be de-
stroyed in this manner.

Mangaluru Dasara 
celebrations begin with 

grand festivities
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The historic Mangaluru Dasara and Navaratri 
Mahotsava-2026 will be celebrated at Kudroli 
Sri Gokarnanatha Kshetra from October 11 to 
22. Treasurer Padma Raj Poojary announced 
the programme at a press conference.

The festival will be held under the guidance 
of former Union Finance Minister B. Janard-
hana Poojary. Idols of Sri Mahaganapathi, Sri 
Adishakti, the Nava Durgas and Sri Sharada 
Mata will be installed and worshipped at the 
temple’s Durbar Hall. 

Devotional bhajans, music and dance pro-
grammes, sports competitions and folk art per-
formances will also be held.

Vedic rituals will begin on October 11, with 
the installation of Sri Sharada Mata and the 
Nava Durgas at noon. Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar will inaugurate the Mangaluru Dasara 
Mahotsava at 6:30 p.m. on October 12. Minis-
ters will attend the programme.

Aziz Parthipadi 
elected bus owners’ 

association president
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Aziz Parthipadi was unan-
imously elected President 
of the Dakshina Kannada 
Bus Owners’ Association 

at its Annual General 
Meeting held at the AJ 
Grand Elite hotel hall.

He has been elected as 
President for the fourth 

consecutive term.

Aziz Parthipadi has previ-
ously served as the 

General Secretary and 
President of the Dakshina 

Kannada Bus Owners’ 
Association. He has also 

served as the President of 
the East Zone Bus 

Owners’ Federation.

His unanimous election 
for another term reflects 

the continued confidence 
of the association mem-

bers in his leadership. The 
annual meeting brought 
together members of the 
Dakshina Kannada Bus 
Owners’ Association to 

discuss the association’s 
affairs and leadership.

Liquor sale and 
transport banned 
in Lakshmeshwar
CH NEWS, GADAG

The transportation and 
sale of liquor have been 

prohibited within the 
Lakshmeshwar Police 

Station limits following 
the postponement of the 

immersion of the 
‘Soppinakeri’ Ganesha 

idol, classified as a highly 
sensitive event. The 

immersion, scheduled for 
October 6, 2026, was 

postponed due to various 
reasons. The ban is in 
effect from 2 p.m. on 

October 7 until 6 a.m. on 
October 8. During this 

period, all bars, clubs and 
shops selling beer or 

Indian-made liquor must 
remain closed. District 
Magistrate and Deputy 

Commissioner C.N. 
Sridhar has directed the 
Zonal Excise Inspector 

and Deputy 
Commissioner of Excise 

to take appropriate action 
under Section 21(2) of the 

Karnataka Excise Act, 
1965, to maintain public 

peace and order.

Competitive exam 
training workshop 

set for Oct 8
CH NEWS, MANDYA

A training workshop on 
competitive examinations 
will be held on October 8 

at 10 a.m. at the 
Syndicate Hall of Mandya 

University. The pro-
gramme is being organ-

ised jointly by the 
Department of Public 

Libraries, Bengaluru City 
Central Library, Mandya 

University, Akka IAS 
Academy, Bengaluru, and 

Kautilya Gurukula 
Academy, Mandya. 

Deputy Commissioner 
and Chairman of the 
Mandya District City 
Library Authority Dr. 

Kumar will inaugurate the 
programme. Mandya 

University Vice-
Chancellor K. 

Shivachittappa will pre-
side. Mandya University 

Registrar Kalpashree C.R. 
and Mandya College 

Principal Dr. Swarna B. 
will attend as chief 

guests. Dr. Shivakumar, 
Director of Akka IAS 

Academy, will speak on 
UPSC Civil Services 
examinations, while 

Kautilya Academy lec-
turer Yatheesha Babu K.H. 

will provide information 
on competitive examina-

tions.

Highlights
→	 Minister assures no farmer 

distress decisions

→	 Mekedatu project proposal 
sent to commission

→	 Drought relief funds credited 
in two days

→	 Sugar factories to clear 
sugarcane dues

→	 Manmul scam faces swift 
legal action

→	 Milk price hike awaits 
commission approval

AT A GLANCE
Region Focus: Hunsur 
subdivision and 
surrounding hadis

Key Leader: Tribal 
leader and Padma Shri 
awardee Somanna

Core Issue: Loss of 
housing, forest rights, 
and aid

Action Taken: 
Memorandums 
submitted to local and 
state authorities

The campaign should 
not remain only a 

formal exercise

At a glance
Conflict Source

Unauthorised tree felling for wind 
energy.

Primary Perpetrator
SKP Wind Fan Company opera-
tions.

Community Reaction
Protests staged by angry local 
villagers.

Administrative Stance
Silence from local officials and 
forest department.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS
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Kala Pratibhotsava 

competition 
set for Oct 25

Rural farm women 
invited to apply for 

chick distribution

CH NEWS, KARWAR
The Department of Kan-
nada and Culture has or-
ganised the ‘Kala Pratib-
hotsava’ competition on 
October 25 and 26 at the 
Karnataka State Govern-

ment Employees’ Bhavan, 
M.G. Road, Karwar. The 

competition will encour-
age children and youth to 

showcase their artistic tal-
ents. Categories include 
Bala Pratibha, Kishora 

Pratibha and Yuva Pratib-
ha, with competitions in 

dance, music, painting, folk 
arts, drama and other art 

forms. Eligible artists must 
submit applications speci-
fying their art form to the 

Assistant Director, Depart-
ment of Kannada and Cul-

ture, District Rangaman-
dira, Maladevi Grounds, 

Karwar, by October 17. Par-
ticipants must report at 

the venue at 9:30 a.m. on 
October 25. Further infor-

mation is available at 
08382-227084.

CH NEWS, UDUPI
The Karnataka Coopera-

tive Poultry Federation 
Limited, Bengaluru, has in-
vited applications from ru-

ral farm women for the 
distribution of 20 indige-

nous Nati chicks, aged five 
weeks, for the current year. 

Women belonging to 
Scheduled Castes, Sched-

uled Tribes, Backward 
Classes and the General 

Category are eligible to ap-
ply. Interested farm wom-
en must submit their ap-
plications by October 31. 

The initiative aims to sup-
port rural women.

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

No.: BDA/2026-27/SE0137 Date: 07.10.2026
TENDER NOTICE

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)
Bangalore Development Authority invites tenders for
“Configuration, Installation, Integration, Commissioning
of online Building Plan Approval System for BDA.” (Tender
Number: BDA/2026-27/SE0137).
Tender documents are available on the e-Procurement portal
from 06.10.2026 and the last date for bid submission is
22.10.2026, 5:30 PM. Technical bids will be opened on
26.10.2026 at 11:30 AM.
Interested bidders may refer to https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in for detailed information or contact the IT Reforms,
BDA head office, Bengaluru-560020. Any changes or
updates will be published only on the e-Procurement portal,
so bidders are requested to check the portal regularly.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7).       @BDAOfficialGoK
Sd/- Head of Department, IT Reforms, BDA, BengaluruMNG - 1314       8 x 2        

KARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ EAf¤AiÀÄgïgÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj 
PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¤ÃgÁªÀj ¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ, £ÀA-2 ªÁgÁ» d¯Á±ÀAiÀÄ AiÉÆÃd£Á «¨sÁUÀ 

¹zÁÞ¥ÀÅgÀ-576229 PÀÄAzÁ¥ÀÅgÀ (vÁ), GqÀÄ¦ (f¯Éè), PÀ£ÁðlPÀ

PÀbÉÃj ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ¥ÀæPÀluÉ ̧ ÀA: PÁEA/PÀ¤Ã¤¤/ªÁdAiÉÆÃ«-2/¦©/
                              ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ¥ÀæPÀlu/É 796   ¢: 05/10/2026

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change IA-III 

Section (CRZ) has accorded CRZ Clearance to Karnataka 

Neeravari Nigama Limited for Construction of Barrages/Salt Water 

Exclusion Dams (SWED) across the Swarna River at Uppuru and 

Parari for recharge of groundwater and implementation of Lift 

Irrigation Scheme (LIS) to provide irrigation facilities to 1000 

hectares of agricultural land in Udupi District, Karnataka vide File 

No.11/74/2026-IA, III dated: 30/09/2026. The Copy of CRZ 

Clearance is available in the Website https://parivesh.nic.in/

Public Notice

ªÁ¸ÁE/¸¤À G/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/412/
26-27 ¢: 07.10.2026

¸À»/-  PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ EAf¤AiÀÄgï
PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¤ÃgÁªÀj ¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ

 £ÀA.2, ªÁgÁ» d¯Á±ÀAiÀÄ AiÉÆÃd£Á «¨sÁUÀ,
¹zÁÞ¥ÀÅgÀ, GqÀÄ¦ f¯Éè

Central government’s “hooliganism” 
has crossed all limits: Tangadagi

Tangadagi alleged misuse of central agencies to pressure opposition leaders, 
and claimed the Election Commission and SIR process undermined voting rights
CH NEWS, Bengaluru

 
Karnataka Minister for Kan-
nada and Culture and Back-
ward Classes Welfare Shi-
varaj S. Tangadagi strongly 
condemned the reported arrest 
and alleged physical manhan-
dling of Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi, stating that such ac-
tions undermine democratic 
values.

Reacting to the incident on 
social media platform X, Tan-
gadagi alleged that the Cen-
tral Government had crossed 
all limits in its attempts to 
suppress opposition voices 
and weaken democratic insti-
tutions. He accused the gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of adopting an 
authoritarian approach towards 
those demanding transparency 
in the electoral process and 
protection of voters’ rights.

Tangadagi alleged that cen-
tral investigative agencies such 
as the Income Tax Department 
and Enforcement Directorate 

had previously been misused 
to pressure or attract opposi-
tion leaders through induce-
ments and intimidation. He 
further alleged that the Elec-
tion Commission and the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
process were being misused to 
interfere with citizens’ voting 
rights.

According to Tangadagi, Ra-
hul Gandhi has taken up the 
issue of electoral transparency 
and voters’ rights and has been 
questioning what he described 
as illegal and anti-democratic 
practices. He condemned the 
manner in which Gandhi was 
allegedly restrained and sub-
jected to physical force during 
his arrest, describing such con-
duct as unacceptable in a dem-
ocratic system.

He emphasized that ques-
tioning government decisions, 
opposing policies and protest-
ing against actions considered 
anti-people are constitutional 
rights. Such democratic ex-
pressions, he said, cannot be 
suppressed through force or 

intimidation.
Tangadagi further alleged 

that the BJP’s leadership was 
increasingly apprehensive 
about losing political power 
and was therefore resorting to 
intimidation. Referring to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah as the “Mo-
Sha” duo, he claimed that 
their alleged fear of losing 
power had resulted in increas-
ingly authoritarian conduct.

He asserted that although 
Rahul Gandhi could be phys-
ically restrained, his determi-
nation to defend democratic 
values and protect voters’ 
rights could not be sup-

pressed. Tangadagi main-
tained that the voice of oppo-
sition and democratic dissent 
would continue to remain an 
important part of India’s po-
litical system.

Highlights
•  �Minister condemns cen-

tral government's alleged 
hooliganism

•  �Rahul Gandhi detained 
during transparency 
protest march 

•  �Opposition alleges 
misuse of institutional 
investigation agencies

•  �Leaders denounce 
physical violence during 
political arrests

•  �Government accused 
of displaying dictatorial 
behavior patterns

•  �Protesters assert resolve 
to safeguard democratic 
rights

Modi's service and 
leadership praised 

at BJP event

CH NEWS,RAMANAGARA
 

Bengaluru Rural MP Dr. C.N. 
Manjunath said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s 25 years 
of public service, efforts for 
national development and 
firm resolve provide an ideal 
example of dedication to the 
country.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the ‘Seva Jyothi Ya-
tra’ and ‘Viksit  Bharat 
Sankalp’ meeting organised 
by the district BJP unit at 
RVCS Kalyana Mantapa as 
part of the ‘Seva Sankalp 
Abhiyan’.

Dr. Manjunath called upon 
people to treat the creation of 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ not merely 
as a dream, but as a resolve to 
be embraced by every Indian.

He said India’s image has 
changed globally and the 
world is now looking towards 
the country. He credited Mo-
di’s leadership for this trans-
formation and highlighted 
India’s vaccination drive 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He also mentioned the 
‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative, 
through which vaccines were 
supplied to several countries.

Dr. Manjunath said India is 
progressing despite global 
challenges, including con-
flicts in West Asia. He said 
the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and 
‘Make in India’ campaigns 
have strengthened domestic 
production and helped India 
move from being an import-

ing nation towards exporting 
its products to global markets.

State BJP Cell Co-convenor 
Phanish said Modi had dedi-
cated his life to public service 
and had brought global atten-
tion to India. He recalled Mo-
di’s tenure as Gujarat Chief 
Minister and his years as 
Prime Minister.

Phanish also recalled for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee’s governance 
and said the present campaign 
was aimed at highlighting 
Modi’s pro-people adminis-
tration and encouraging peo-
ple to support the vision of a 
developed India.

Former Legislative Council 
member A. Devegowda, Ben-
galuru Rural Co-in-charge 
Vasudev and former KSIC 
Chairman Gautam Gowda 
also addressed the gathering.

'Seva Jyothi Yatra' 
via Bike Rally

BJP leaders and workers 
celebrated the mile-

stone of Prime Minister 
Modi's 25 years in public 

life and watched a live 
broadcast of his speech 
on a giant screen. After-

ward, they held a rally 
through the city's main 
roads on bikes and in 

open vehicles, carrying 
the 'Seva Jyothi' (Flame 

of Service).

Ramappa reviews Bhovi 
community schemes in Udupi

CH NEWS, UDUPI
 

Karnataka Bhovi Develop-
ment Corporation Chairman 
Ramappa M instructed offi-
cials to ensure that govern-
ment welfare schemes reach 
the poorest and most margin-
alised members of the Bhovi 
community without delay.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing held at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office hall in Ra-
jatadri, Manipal, to review 

schemes in Udupi and Dak-
shina Kannada districts and 
discuss the community’s 
grievances.

Ramappa M said the state 
government had introduced 
six guarantee schemes specif-
ically for the development of 
the Bhovi community, in ad-
dition to the ‘Pancha Guaran-
tee’ schemes. 

He directed elected repre-
sentatives and officials to en-
sure that deserving beneficia-

ries receive these benefits and 
that their grievances are ad-
dressed promptly.

He said Scheduled Caste 
certificates are important for 
the community’s social, edu-
cational and economic prog-
ress. Revenue officials were 
asked to verify original docu-
ments carefully and cooperate 
with eligible applicants.

Stone quarrying is a tradi-
tional occupation of the Bhovi 
community.

Space Week 
celebrated at Pilikula 

Science Centre
CH NEWS, Mangaluru

 
World Space Week was inaugurated on Wednes-
day at the Pilikula Science Centre, with an em-
phasis on encouraging scientific curiosity and 
interest in space research among students. 

The programme was organized by the Pilikula 
Development Authority in collaboration with the 
U.R. Rao Satellite Centre, Bengaluru, and ISRO.

Inaugurating the event, Dr. C.S. Madhusudan, 
Deputy Director of the U.R. Rao Satellite Cen-
tre, urged students to cultivate the habit of ques-
tioning, examining facts and developing conclu-
sions based on evidence. He advised them to use 
technology responsibly and apply knowledge 
gained through education in practical life. He 
also encouraged students to learn more about 
space science and contribute to the nation’s de-
velopment.

Prof. G. Srinikethan, retired professor of 
NITK Surathkal, said continuous research and 
innovation in rocket technology had opened new 
opportunities in the space sector. He noted that 
India was achieving important milestones 
through advances in space technology and urged 
students to develop scientific temper and pursue 
innovation. He encouraged them to make full 
use of opportunities to interact with ISRO scien-
tists.Dr. Arun Kumar Shetty N, Commissioner 
of the Pilikula Development Authority, who pre-
sided over the programme, stressed the importance 
of innovation, technology and collaboration in 
building a developed India. He urged students to 
generate ideas that could improve people's lives 
and help advance the country's position in global 
space research.

Students later viewed ISRO’s space-related 
models displayed near the Swami Vivekananda 
Planetarium and attended a special 2D show titled 
The Moon. In the afternoon, students and teachers 
interacted with ISRO scientists, while a satellite 
model-making competition was also conducted.
Prizes were presented to the winners during the 
concluding ceremony. Around 750 students and 
teachers from high schools, pre-university colleges 
and diploma colleges across Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi districts participated.Dr. Ashok K.R., 
Director of the Regional Science Centre, wel-
comed the gathering. Scientific Officer Vignesh 
Bhat proposed the vote of thanks, while Academic 
Assistant Chanchalakshi compered the pro-
gramme. Virendra R. Kavi Shetty was also present.

Hassan woman 
found dead inside 

bag in canal
CH NEWS, HASSAN

 
The body of a 67-year-old 
woman was found inside a 
plastic bag in the Hemavati 
canal near Bettadahalli vil-
lage in Arkalgud taluk, Has-
san district.

 Police suspect that she 
may have been murdered 
be fore  he r  body  was 
dumped in the canal.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Lakshmamma of 
Hirehallikoppalu village. 
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NEW DELHI

Elon Musk’s satellite internet 
venture is moving closer to 
launching commercial ser-
vices across the subcontinent, 
signaling a major technolog-
ical shift for the nation’s dig-
ital infrastructure. Speaking 
at the ongoing India Mobile 
Congress 2026, Starlink 
Business Operations Vice 
President Lauren Dreyer an-
nounced that the satellite 
communications provider is 
fully prepared to commence 
operations pending final reg-
ulatory clearances.

Dreyer emphasized that the 
company has meticulously 
customized its global archi-
tecture to align with strict 
national security regulations. 
To satisfy domestic man-
dates, Starlink has estab-
lished localized controls at 
every operational layer, en-
suring that all user data gen-
erated within the country re-
mains securely stored inside 
national borders.

Furthermore, the enterprise 
has forged strategic partner-
ships with major domestic 
telecommunications giants, 
including Reliance Jio and 

Bharti Airtel, positioning it-
self as a collaborative player 
rather than a disruptive com-
petitor. While Starlink has 
already secured crucial oper-
ational licenses from the Indi-
an National Space Promotion 
and Authorization Centre 
along with a Global Mobile 
Personal Communication by 
Satellite authorization, it cur-
rently awaits final security 
clearance and formal foreign 
direct investment approval 
from the central government.

Industry analysts point out 
that satellite broadband could 
play a transformative role in 

bridging the digital divide, 
particularly in remote and 
geographically isolated re-
gions where traditional fi-

ber-optic cables are econom-
ically unviable. Dreyer noted 
that while the nation has 
achieved remarkable success 

with affordable mobile data 
and expanding urban net-
works, conquering the final 
mile remains the ultimate 
challenge.

MUMBAI

India’s central bank chief has 
sought to calm public appre-
hension regarding upcoming 
merchant fees on digital pay-
ments, asserting that minor 
transaction charges will not 
derail the phenomenal growth 
of the country’s unified pay-
ment network.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence following the Reserve 
Bank of India’s monetary pol-
icy announcement on Wednes-
day, RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra addressed questions 
surrounding the impending 
fee structure. He emphasized 
that the central bank does not 
anticipate any drop in transac-
tion volumes, stating his be-
lief that a small fee will have 
zero negative impact on over-
all usage trends.

The governor’s remarks ar-
rive just ahead of the new pay-
ment framework’s scheduled 
rollout on October 15, 2026. 
Under the updated guidelines, 
a modest Merchant Discount 
Rate of 0.4 percent will apply 
specifically to select per-
son-to-merchant transactions 
exceeding 2,000 rupees. Fi-
nancial authorities have re-
peatedly stressed that every-

day person-to-person transfers 
will remain entirely free of 
charge, regardless of the mon-
ey transferred.

Furthermore, transactions 
directed toward merchants up 
to 2,000 rupees, along with 
small businesses protected 
under zero-MDR rules, will 
continue without any fees. 
Officials estimate that rough-
ly 96 percent of all merchant 

transactions will remain com-
pletely untouched by the 
update.

Additionally, essential sec-
tors operating on razor-thin 
margins—including fuel, pub-
lic railways, telecommunica-
tions, and agricultural sup-
plies—will face a predictable 
flat fee of 5 rupees for trans-
actions over the 2,000 rupee 
threshold. The Ministry of 
Finance noted that the collect-
ed charges are neither taxes 
nor government revenues, but 
rather operational funds dis-
tributed among participating 
banks and payment app pro-
viders to sustain infrastructure 
expansion.

NEW DELHI

India’s electric vehicle market 
achieved a historic milestone 
in September 2026, registering 
an all-time high of 333,634 
retail units sold. According to 
data, overall EV sales surged 
by an impressive 74 percent 
compared to the same period 
last year.

Overall EV market penetra-
tion across all automotive 
categories climbed to approx-
imately 13 percent, up sig-
nificantly from 10 percent in 
September 2025. Industry 
leaders noted that this re-
cord-shattering performance 
was powered heavily by surg-
ing mass-market demand, 
par t icular ly  within the 
two-wheeler and passenger 
vehicle segments, both of 
which set new historic highs.

FADA President Sai Gi-
ridhar highlighted that this 
explosive growth is driven by 
genuine consumer demand 
rather than temporary govern-
ment subsidies. Factors such 
as festive season enthusiasm, 
highly attractive running-cost 
economics, expanding model 
line-ups, and ongoing policy 
support from national and re-
gional schemes have trans-

formed electric mobility into 
a default choice for a rapidly 
growing base of car and bike 
buyers.

A breakdown of the retail 
data reveals stellar perfor-
mance across specific vehicle 
categories.

Commercial and three-
wheeled segments  also 

demonstrated exceptional 
strength. Electric three-wheel-
er retails climbed to 86,024 
units, maintaining a dominant 
market penetration rate of 
nearly 65 percent. Electric 
commercial vehicles more 
than doubled their figures 
from last year, reaching 4,188 
units and signaling a broad-
based transition toward sus-
tainable freight and public 
transit across the nation’s ex-
panding economy.

NEW DELHI

India’s rapid retail sector is 
poised for exponential finan-
cial expansion over the next 
several years, transforming 
how urban and semi-urban 
populations purchase every-
day household goods. Accord-
ing to a comprehensive new 
market study, the nation’s bur-
geoning quick commerce in-
dustry is projected to skyrock-
et from an estimated 13 bil-
lion US dollars in fiscal year 
2026 to a staggering 90 bil-
lion US dollars by fiscal year 
2031.

Market analysts attribute 
this aggressive growth trajec-
tory to shifting consumer 
habits, rapid technological 
adoption, and an expanding 
base of active digital shop-
pers. Projections indicate that 
the total number of monthly 

transacting users across the 
country will surpass the mile-
stone of 100 million within 
the decade.

Metro cities are expected to 
remain the primary growth 
engine, generating approxi-
mately 60 percent of all in-
cremental market expansion 
through fiscal year 2031. In 
major metropolitan areas, 
quick commerce’s share of 
total retail spending is fore-

casted to climb sharply from 
nearly 6 percent today to 23 
percent. Concurrently, the 
user population in these urban 
hubs is set to nearly double, 
scaling from 28 million to 
nearly 50 million active shop-
pers. Because no single retail 
category has yet crossed 15 
percent overall market pene-
tration, substantial room for 
widespread commercial scal-
ing remains wide open.

As the sector transitions 
from a convenient novelty 
into an established compo-
nent of daily household rou-
tines, platforms and consum-
er brands are actively ex-
panding their product inven-
tories beyond basic conve-
nience items. Industry experts 
emphasize that capturing fu-
ture market share will require 
penetrating deeper into tradi-
tional grocery segments, 
moving beyond small top-up 
orders toward comprehensive 
monthly household pantry re-
plenishment. Companies are 
being urged to optimize sup-

ply chain transparency, stock 
recency, bulk packaging op-
tions, and value-oriented 

pricing structures.
Industry leaders note that 

the market has evolved far 
beyond a single uniform busi-
ness model, with consumer 
purchase behaviors varying 
significantly between major 
metropolitan centers and 
emerging non-metro regions. 
While early adoption was 
driven primarily by quick 
grocery and snack deliveries, 
modern platforms now rou-
tinely handle high-ticket elec-
tronics, apparel, and personal 
care items. 

Experts advise brands to 
leverage targeted digital mar-
keting, automated re-order 
nudges, and data-driven en-
gagement strategies to build 
consumer trust and foster 
long-term brand loyalty as 
the industry marches toward 
its ambitious decade-end 
targets.

Quick commerce accelerates toward a $90B future
India’s quick commerce sector is projected to skyrocket to ninety billion dollars by fiscal year 2031.

GROWTH DRIVERS 
AND PROJECTIONS

Festive Surge: Quick commerce 
sales are projected to jump 110 
percent year-on-year during the 
ongoing festive season

Metro Expansion: Metros are 
expected to drive about 60 
percent of incremental growth 
through FY31, with retail spend 
share rising to 23 percent

User Base Growth: Active 
metro users are on track to 
nearly double from 28 million to 
roughly 50 million

Category Diversification: 
Platforms are transitioning 
from quick grocery top-ups to 
monthly pantry replenishment 
and high-ticket electronics

India’s quick commerce 
market

FY2026

$13bn
estimated

▶
FY2031

$90bn
projected

India EV retail sales smash records UPI fees won’t hurt growth, says RBI

Fueled by festive momentum and 
soaring mass-market demand, 
India’s electric vehicle sector 
achieved a record-shattering 
333,634 retail sales in September 
2026.

Segment-wise EV sales, September 2026

Two-wheelers 207,314

Three-wheelers 86,024

Passenger vehicles 36,108

Commercial vehicles 4,188
Year-on-year growth: two-wheelers 88.67%, passenger vehicles 94.56%, commercial 
vehicles 158%

“Electric vehicles did 
not merely grow 

against last year, they 
set a new all-time high 
and are becoming a 
default consideration for 
buyers.”

– Sai Giridhar FADA President

RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra dismissed 

concerns over upcoming 
UPI merchant fees, 

assuring that a minor 
0.4% charge on select 

transactions above 
₹2,000 will not stunt 

digital growth.

UPI charges from 
October 15

■	 Person to person: free, 
whatever the amount

■	 To merchants, up to 
₹2,000: free

■	 Above ₹2,000: 0.4% on 
select merchant payments

■	 Above ₹75,000: capped at 
₹300

■	 Fuel, railways, telecom, 
farm supplies: a flat ₹5 
above ₹2,000

India targets global 
3D printing market

European markets slip 
as oil surges past $100

RBI rate hike impacts 
loans & growth

NEW DELHI

India is rapidly accelerating 
its digital industrial transfor-
mation by scaling up ad-
vanced 3D printing and addi-
tive manufacturing technolo-
gies across multiple critical 
sectors. According to a gov-
ernment factsheet, the na-
tion’s targeted policy frame-
work is successfully estab-
lishing a competitive ecosys-
tem for next-generation 
manufacturing.

Introduced in 2022, the Na-
tional Strategy for Additive 
Manufacturing has already 
recorded impressive mile-
stones. Government-backed 
initiatives have successfully 
trained over 154,000 individ-
uals in specialized 3D print-
ing skills while actively sup-
porting 56 pioneering start-
ups. Building upon this solid 
foundation, authorities are 
now preparing to roll out the 
NSAM 2.0 phase. This up-
coming iteration aims to cap-
italize on expanding global 
markets—projected to reach 
149 billion US dollars by 

2035—while positioning ad-
vanced fabrication as a core 
pillar of domestic self-reli-
ance and technological lead-
ership.

The transformative impact 
of additive manufacturing is 
already visible across several 
high-profile industries. In the 
aerospace sector, India’s bur-
geoning space program utiliz-
es 3D printing to design light-
er, highly complex rocket en-
gines rapidly.

Furthermore, the healthcare 
and electronics domains are 
witnessing groundbreaking 
innovations. Domestic insti-
tutions are manufacturing 
customized 3D-printed bone 
grafts and bioceramic medi-
cal implants tailored precisely 
to individual patient anato-
mies, significantly reducing 
import dependence. To fur-
ther catalyze these strategic 
advancements, the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search is organizing the sec-
ond edition of India’s Emerg-
ing Science, Technology and 
Innovation Conclave later 
this month.

LONDON

European stock exchanges and 
the single currency experi-
enced a sharp downward slide, 
dragged lower by a fresh ener-
gy market shock and lingering 
fiscal anxieties across member 
states.

Market sentiment soured as 
benchmark Brent crude oil 
prices breached the 100-dollar 
threshold, climbing 1 percent 
to 101.58 dollars per barrel. 
The rally was driven by 
mounting supply constraints 
resulting from severe weather 
heading toward American 
oil-producing regions, cou-
pled with escalating geopolit-
ical tensions in the Middle 
East following attacks by Ye-
men-based Houthi forces on 
Saudi infrastructure.

Concurrently, European eq-
uities struggled under heavy 
selling pressure. MSCI’s pri-
mary global stock index 
slipped 0.28 percent, while 
Europe’s pan-continental 
STOXX 600 index fell 0.45 
percent. The gloomy regional 
performance contrasted sharp-

ly with Wall Street, where the 
S&P 500 and the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq recently touched re-
cord highs. Asian markets 
also trended downward, led 
by notable losses in Hong 
Kong and Singapore.

In Europe, political uncer-
tainty and deteriorating fiscal 
dynamics—particularly con-
cerning France ahead of its 
upcoming 2027 elections—
weighed heavily on investor 
confidence. Widening yield 
spreads between French debt 
and safe-haven German Bunds 
reflected rising risk premiums 
demanded by bondholders. 
These fiscal worries triggered 
a broader selloff in the euro, 
which tumbled 0.47 percent to 
1.1208 dollars, hovering near 
multi-month lows.

Meanwhile, global inves-
tors turned their attention to 
upcoming United States Trea-
sury bond auctions to gauge 
deep-seated demand for 
long-dated sovereign debt. 
US 10-year Treasury yields 
hovered near 5.30 percent 
amidst ongoing fiscal and in-
flation concerns.

MUMBAI

Borrowers across the country 
are facing a renewed financial 
squeeze after the central bank 
implemented its first interest 
rate hike in nearly three and a 
half years.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee announced that it is 
raising the benchmark repo 
rate by 25 basis points to 5.50 
percent, shifting its overarch-
ing policy stance from neutral 
to calibrated tightening. Top 
bankers and financial econo-
mists warn that the decisive 
move, prompted by mounting 
inflation risks and volatile 
global energy pressures, will 
directly increase borrowing 
costs for retail consumers and 
small enterprises.

Industry leaders noted that 
everyday retail borrowers 
will feel the impact almost 
immediately through higher 
equated monthly installments 
on existing and new float-
ing-rate loans. Small busi-
nesses, which rely heavily on 
accessible credit lines to man-

age working capital, will like-
wise navigate tighter finan-
cial conditions. Financial ex-
perts emphasize that commer-
cial banks must carefully 
balance the transmission of 
these higher benchmark rates 
while continuing to support 
healthy productive credit de-
mand across expanding in-
dustrial sectors.

The central bank defended 
the pre-emptive policy adjust-
ment as a necessary safeguard 
to keep retail inflation under 
strict control while maintain-
ing overall macroeconomic 
stability. Although India’s do-
mestic economic growth re-
mains resilient—with the 
GDP growth forecast for the 
fiscal year revised upward to 
7.1 percent—policymakers 
signaled that further mone-
tary tightening could follow 
if price pressures persist in 
upcoming quarters.

As financial institutions ad-
just to the revised rate struc-
ture, consumers are being ad-
vised to review their financial 
planning and loan commit-
ments.

Musk’s Starlink prepares for launch in India
STARLINK CLEARS HURDLES

“We’ve built our 
Starlink operations 
specifically for India in 
recognition of Indian 
security requirements 
and other regulations, 
keeping Indian user 
data within India.”
LAUREN DREYER VP of 
Starlink Business Operations

RBI brings 
interoperability for 

account aggregators
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India 
announced full interoper-
ability among non-bank-

ing financial company 
account aggregators. This 
new system allows cus-

tomers to seamlessly 
share and view financial 

information across differ-
ent institutions regardless 

of their specific app. 
Users can now consoli-

date bank accounts, 
demat holdings, and 

other financial details into 
a single statement. The 

central bank set a 
December deadline to 

implement these 
updates. Additionally, the 
RBI plans to form a spe-
cialized technical com-

mittee for financial mar-
kets. Officials hope these 

major regulatory steps 
will boost customer con-
venience and strengthen 

lending networks.

Airtel raises postpaid 
tariffs with new plans

NEW DELHI
Bharti Airtel announced a 
price hike of up to 10 per-

cent on its postpaid 
mobile plans, starting 

Thursday. Individual and 
family packages will see 
increased monthly rates. 

To offset the higher costs, 
the telecom provider 

added a free international 
roaming benefit to the 

updated packages. The 
new plans also include 
unlimited data, calling 
features, and built-in 

spam protection. Existing 
customers can easily 

upgrade to these revised 
options through the net-
work. Company officials 

stated the changes aim to 
deliver better overall ser-
vice value and enhanced 

digital experiences for 
subscribers.

India smartphone 
sales 

slow due to costs
NEW DELHI

India’s festive smart-
phone market is set for 
lower sales volumes as 
soaring memory costs 

push device prices up. A 
recent industry report 

shows that overall sales 
numbers may drop twelve 
percent compared to last 

year. However, market 
value will still rise 5 per-
cent because buyers are 

choosing more expensive 
premium models. High 

prices for essential parts 
are lengthening replace-
ment cycles and keeping 

many shoppers on the 
sidelines. To boost sales, 

brands plan to rely on 
financing deals and 

trade-in offers instead of 
deep discounts. Experts 

say companies face tough 
competition for fewer 

buyers.

US luxury spending 
dips before midterms

NEW YORK
Retail spending on high-

end goods across the 
United States has hit 
another speed bump, 
marking three straight 

months of declining pur-
chases as consumers 
exercise heightened 

caution.
According to credit card 
metrics, overall transac-

tion values on luxury 
brands fell by 6 percent 

year-on-year in 
September.

Market observers attrib-
ute the downswing to a 

mix of economic anxieties 
and political uncertainty 

as the nation approaches 
the November 3 midterm 
congressional elections. 
Recent consumer senti-

ment surveys reveal 
growing unease regarding 
rising mortgage rates and 
climbing Treasury yields, 
leading shoppers to pull 

back on discretionary 
high-ticket purchases.
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Festivals are not merely 
occasions for celebra-
tion. They are living 

bridges between the past and 
the present. They bring fami-
lies together, preserve tradi-
tions and remind us of the 
people whose lives, sacrifices 
and values helped shape our 
own. A festival that encourag-
es us to remember our ances-
tors is therefore much more 
than a cultural gathering – it 
is a journey back to our roots.

In the rush of modern life, 
we often become disconnect-
ed from our family histories. 
We may know the names of 
our parents and grandparents, 
but the stories of earlier gen-
erations can gradually disap-
pear. Festivals provide an op-
portunity to pause, remember 
and reconnect.
Remembering Those Who 
Came Before Us
Every family has a story. Be-
hind every home, profession, 
achievement and tradition are 
generations of people who 
worked, struggled, adapted 
and contributed to the fami-
ly’s journey. Our ancestors 
lived in very different circum-
stances. Many faced econom-
ic difficulties, limited resourc-
es, social challenges and un-
certain times. Yet they built 
families, cultivated land, es-

tablished businesses, educat-
ed their children and pre-
served traditions. Remember-
ing them does not mean living 
in the past. It means under-
standing where we came from 
and appreciating the founda-

tions on which the present has 
been built.
The Value of Family 
Memories
Old photographs, handwritten 
letters, family stories, tradi-
tional recipes, ancestral 
homes and objects preserved 
through generations are more 
than memories. They are piec-
es of cultural history. When 
grandparents tell children 
about their childhood, village, 
school, festivals or difficult 
times, they pass on knowl-
edge that may not be found in 
textbooks. Such conversations 
help younger generations un-
derstand their family’s jour-
ney. Unfortunately, many of 
these stories disappear when 
elderly family members pass 

away. Recording family histo-
ries, preserving photographs 
and documenting oral tradi-
tions can help protect this 
valuable heritage.
Culture Connects 
Generations

Traditional food, clothing, 
music, folk songs, language, 
rituals and community cele-
brations are important expres-
sions of cultural identity. Fes-
tivals give children an oppor-
tunity to experience these 
traditions rather than merely 
reading about them. A tradi-
tional song sung by a grand-
parent, a family recipe pre-
pared together or a local cus-
tom explained to a child can 
create a powerful connection 
between generations. At the 
same time, traditions can 
evolve. Preserving culture 
does not require rejecting mo-
dernity. A healthy society can 
respect its heritage while re-
maining open to new ideas 
and changing circumstances.

From Memory to 
Responsibility
Remembering ancestors 
should also encourage us to 
think about our responsibili-
ties toward future generations. 
What kind of environment 
will we leave behind? What 
values will we pass on? Will 
future generations remember 
us for what we consumed or 
for what we contributed? Our 
ancestors left us more than 
property and possessions. 
They left languages, values, 
knowledge, relationships and 
cultural traditions. We have a 
responsibility to preserve 
what is meaningful and im-
prove what needs to change.
Celebrating with Purpose
A festival centred on ancestral 
memories can include simple 
but meaningful activities: 
sharing family histories, dis-
playing old photographs, re-
cording grandparents’ memo-
ries, preparing traditional 
foods, teaching children folk 
songs, visiting ancestral plac-
es or planting a tree in mem-
ory of loved ones. Such activ-
ities transform a festival from 
a day of celebration into an 
experience of learning and re-
membrance. The younger 
generation, especially, can 
benefit from this connection. 
Knowing one’s family history 
can help develop a sense of 
belonging and appreciation 
for the struggles and achieve-
ments of earlier generations.
Roots Give Meaning to the 

Future
A tree with strong roots can 
grow toward the sky while 
adapting to changing seasons. 
Human beings are similar. We 
can embrace technology, mod-
ern education and new life-
styles without completely 
forgetting the cultural founda-
tions that shaped us. Remem-
bering our ancestors teaches 
humility. Their lives remind 
us that progress is rarely cre-
ated by one generation alone. 
We inherit opportunities from 
those who came before us 
and, in turn, have a duty to 
create opportunities for those 
who will come after us. A fes-
tival of ancestral memories is 
therefore not simply about 
looking backward. It is about 
understanding the past, appre-
ciating the present and prepar-
ing responsibly for the future. 
Our ancestors may no longer 
walk beside us, but their sto-
ries, values and sacrifices 

continue to live through us.

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

India’s strength lies not only in its faith but also in its knowl-
edge tradition. The problem arises not in worship, prayer, or 
religious belief, but when miracles are replaced by evidence 

and superstition by reason. Societal insecurity and uncertainty 
also operate behind claims of astrology, palmistry, prophecy, 
witchcraft, or miracles. In such times, a scientific outlook does 
not mean opposing religion, but rather cultivating the habit of 
asking questions and seeking evidence. Children must be taught 
to question rather than simply memorizing answers. Laborato-
ries alongside temples, reason alongside faith, and a scientific 
consciousness alongside tradition are the true needs of modern 
India.

Today’s India presents an interesting paradox. While the 
country is advancing in areas such as space exploration, digital 
technology, medicine, biotechnology, and artificial intelligence, 
many segments of society remain fascinated by claims of mir-
acles, prophecy, astrology, 
palmistry, witchcraft, and so-
called divine powers. From 
time to time, new religious 
sites, spiritual centers, and 
popular saints enter the spot-
light. As a pilgrimage site be-
comes a center of devotion, the 
number of followers of a story-
teller or saint rapidly increases. 
This is not just a matter of reli-
gion, but also a matter of un-
derstanding the psychological 
and intellectual tendencies of 
society.

It might be sarcastically said that new “gods” become popu-
lar here from time to time. But behind this satire lies a serious 
question: why do people find such an attraction to miracles and 
supernatural claims?

Humans are inherently curious and fearful of uncertainties. 
Illness, unemployment, marriage, children, exams, jobs, finan-
cial crisis, and worries about the future drive them to seek an-
swers that offer immediate reassurance. Science often takes 
time to find answers to problems. In contrast, if someone claims 
to predict the future, explain the cause of illness, or offer a 
solution to a problem within minutes, a person in distress may 
be drawn to them. This is the psychological ground where a 
market for superstition is created.

In India, many people have become popular, including those 
who predict the future by reading palm lines, predicting mar-
riage and career, determining life’s direction based on planetary 
positions, and claiming miracles. Visual impact, emotional lan-
guage, and stories of personal experiences can make a claim 
seem like evidence, whereas personal experience is not the 
same as scientific proof.

This is where the need for a scientific approach comes into 
play.

A scientific approach does not mean that a person should 
abstain from worship, visit temples, or abandon their religious 
beliefs. Faith is a matter of personal life, and everyone has the 
right to their own beliefs. However, accepting a claim about a 
natural phenomenon, disease, cure, or miracle based solely on 
faith is not a scientific approach. The scientific approach says: 
ask questions, look for evidence, test, and be prepared to change 
your beliefs if the evidence changes.

The Indian knowledge tradition itself has been filled with 
questions and curiosity. From Aryabhata to modern Indian sci-
entists, our tradition has made significant contributions to math-
ematics, astronomy, physics, medicine, and other fields. Even 
today, Indian scientists and technical experts are demonstrating 
their capabilities worldwide. The real challenge is to ensure that 
scientific consciousness reaches the last person in society.

Looking at the world’s technological development, technol-
ogies like GPS, Google, Microsoft, YouTube, Facebook, and 
artificial intelligence have been built upon years of research, 
experimentation, investment, and learning from failures. They 
were not created by claiming miracles, but by identifying prob-
lems, asking questions, experimenting, and developing solu-
tions. Such talent exists in India as well. The question is, where 
are we channeling that talent?

The role of our schools is crucial here. If a child is given 
answers to every question simply by citing tradition, their cu-
riosity may be limited. If they are told to ask questions, seek 
evidence, and investigate for themselves, that same child could 
become a researcher, scientist, doctor, engineer, or innovative 
entrepreneur in the future.

To foster a scientific consciousness, families, schools, the 
media, and social institutions all must understand their roles. 
Instead of sensationalizing claims of miracles, the media should 
factually investigate them. Experiment-based education should 
be promoted in schools. Families should encourage children’s 
questions rather than suppress them. Instead of immediately 
believing a video on social media, we must cultivate the habit 
of investigating its source and evidence.

It’s also important to understand that superstition isn’t limit-
ed to the religious sphere. Believing in rumors, assuming some-
one is an expert without proof, mistaking everything on social 
media for truth, and relying on health claims without scientific 
basis are all manifestations of the same problem.

India doesn’t need to take away anyone’s faith. What’s need-
ed is to strengthen conscience. We need a society where temples 
are also laboratories, prayers are also research, traditions are 
also questions, and faith is also respected for evidence.

Our greatest goal for the coming generation should not be the 
discovery of a new miracle, but the discovery of new questions. 
An India where children don’t ask, “How did this miracle hap-
pen?”, but instead have the courage to ask, “What is the evi-
dence for this claim?”

The real progress of a nation is reflected not only in the num-
ber of its religious places but also in its schools, universities, 
libraries, laboratories, research institutes and innovation centres.
Have faith, but with discretion.
Have faith, but with room for questions.
Tradition should remain, but with scientific consciousness.
Because the future of a nation is not created by miracles but 
by knowledge, logic, research and human discretion.

To view Rashtriya Swa
yamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
Sarsanghchalak Dr. 

Mohan Bhagwat’s visit to the 
United States in August 2026 
merely as an outreach pro-
gramme for the Indian diaspo-
ra would be to underestimate 
its wider significance. His 
address at the “One World, 
One Humanity” programme 
in New York on August 29 
came at a time when the RSS 
has been the subject of di-
verse perceptions, allegations 
and ideological debates, not 
only in India but also abroad. 
Against this backdrop, the 
manner in which Bhagwat 
placed diversity, dialogue, 
service, coexistence and hu-
man unity at the centre of his 
message offered an opportu-
nity to present the Sangh’s 
worldview to global audienc-
es from a different perspec-
tive.

The significance of the visit 
is further enhanced by the fact 
that the RSS is observing its 
centenary year. Its ideas and 
its role in Indian public life 
are increasingly being dis-
cussed beyond India’s bor-
ders. Bhagwat’s visit to Amer-
ica therefore became an op-
portunity to explain the 
Sangh’s thought through di-
rect engagement and dialogue.

For decades, two sharply 
contrasting perceptions of the 
RSS have existed in India. 
One section regards it as a 
powerful embodiment of Indi-
an culture, national conscious-
ness, social service and organ-
isation, while another associ-
ates its ideology with narrow 
religious politics. The Con-
gress and various opposition 
parties have, from time to 
time, raised serious political 
questions about the RSS and 
its worldview. In the United 
States too, before Bhagwat’s 
programme, certain organisa-
tions and political personali-
ties expressed objections to 
his visit and to the ideology 
associated with the Sangh. Yet 
the image of any institution 
cannot be shaped permanently 
through allegations and count-
er-allegations. It is ultimately 
dialogue that enables society 
to understand competing per-
spectives. In doing so, he 
opened a new space for debate 
about the RSS – one in which 
its ideas could be examined 
through the words and inter-
pretation of its own highest 
leadership.

One of the most widely dis-
cussed aspects of Bhagwat’s 

New York address was his un-
equivocal statement on Hin-
du-Muslim relations. He said 
that if a Hindu believes that 
there should be no place for 
Muslims in India, then such a 
person cannot be regarded as 
a Hindu. This statement is sig-
nificant not merely as a polit-
ical observation but because it 
connects his interpretation of 
Hindutva with the principle of 
social inclusiveness. This has 
been a distinctive feature of 
the Indian intellectual tradi-
tion: differences in belief need 
not be treated as a threat to 
existence; they can instead be 
understood as diverse expres-
sions of humanity’s search for 
truth.

This raises an important 
question: if Hindutva is un-
derstood as the cultural con-
sciousness of India, can it 
exclude any community from 
the Indian nation? Bhagwat’s 
answer appears to be an em-
phatic no. His interpretation 
presents Hindutva not as the 
monopoly of any one form of 
worship, but as an expression 
of a shared civilisational her-
itage. In this understanding, 
Indian identity is broader than 
religious identity and embrac-
es the plural cultural tradi-
tions that have evolved on 
Indian soil. Bhagwat also de-
scribed India’s diversity not 
as a weakness but as a source 
of strength. Diversity and uni-
ty, in his view, are intrinsic to 
the Indian way of life. India 
has innumerable languages, 
communities, castes, faiths, 
traditions, customs and forms 
of worship, yet a shared civil-
isational consciousness has 
historically provided a deeper 
bond among them.

This message carries enor-
mous relevance for the con-
temporary world. In several 
countries, religious identities, 
racial divisions, cultural dis-
agreements and political po-
larisation are generating so-
cial tensions. India’s civilisa-
tional experience suggests 
that unity does not necessarily 
require the elimination of dif-
ferences. Different identities 
can coexist when diversity is 
respected rather than sup-
pressed. This is what lifts 
Bhagwat’s message beyond 
the conventional framework 
of a political speech. He 
sought to place before the 

world the Sanatan perspective 
that regards the entire cre-
ation as interconnected and 
aspires towards the welfare of 
all humanity.

The essence of this world-
view can be found in the 
timeless Indian expressions, 
“Ekam Sat Vipra Bahudha Va-
danti” (Truth is one, though 
the wise describe it in differ-
ent ways), “Atmavat Sarva
bhuteshu” (regard all beings 
as you would regard your-
self), “Vasudhaiva Kutum
bakam” (the world is one 
family), and “Sarve Bhavantu 
Sukhinah” (may all be hap-
py).

Hindutva, in this broader 
civilisational sense, is not a 
narrow or exclusionary doc-
trine. It represents a way of 
life that recognises unity amid 
diversity and seeks the wel-
fare of the entire world. Bhag-
wat’s formulation that “seeing 
the world as one is our vi-
sion” captures the essence of 
this approach. Diversity is 
natural, while unity is the 
deeper truth. Therefore, cele-
brating diversity, respecting it 
and preserving it are integral 
to Indian culture. At the same 
time, preserving a sense of 
inner unity remains a collec-
tive responsibility.

Human beings may differ in 
physical appearance, lan-
guage, dress, customs, tradi-
tions and ways of life, yet 
there is something fundamen-
tal within us that connects us 
all. It is this civilisational 
message that Bhagwat at-
tempted to articulate before 
an international audience with 
remarkable simplicity and 
clarity. In the tradition of 
Swami Vivekananda’s histor-
ic presentation of Indian phi-
losophy to the West, Bhag-
wat’s address sought to com-

municate an expansive under-
standing of Indian thought 
and Hindutva in the contem-
porary global context.

His message to Indians liv-
ing in America was equally 
balanced. He emphasised that 
the country in which they live 
is their karmabhoomi – their 
land of action and responsibil-
ity – and that their loyalty and 
duties towards that country 
must remain paramount. At 
the same time, India is their 
janmabhoomi, their ancestral 
homeland, from which they 
have inherited cultural values 
and civilisational traditions. 
Staying connected with one’s 
cultural roots and remaining 
completely committed to the 
society and nation in which 
one lives are not contradicto-
ry. Both can coexist. Indeed, 
this ability to accommodate 
multiple dimensions of iden-
tity is itself an expression of 
India’s cultural openness.

There was opposition to 
Bhagwat’s programme in 
America, and sharp criticism 
of the RSS and its ideology 
was also voiced. But in a 
democratic society, ideas are 
best answered not by sup-
pressing them but by engag-
ing with them. The visit ap-
peared significant because it 
relied less on defensive argu-
ment and more on confidence 
in its own civilisational narra-
tive. The message was essen-
tially that Indian identity does 
not become stronger by ex-
cluding anyone; it becomes 
stronger by respecting every-
one. Hindutva does not derive 
its meaning from the exclu-
sion of a community but from 
a deeper vision of human uni-
ty. India’s strength does not 
lie in making everyone iden-
tical but in sustaining cultural 
unity amid extraordinary 

diversity.
The contemporary world 

needs more than economic 
power, military strength and 
technological advancement. It 
also needs a philosophy of 
life capable of connecting hu-
man beings with one another. 
Bhagwat’s American address 
presented a vision of India 
that can potentially contribute 
to this global search – a na-
tion drawing upon its civilisa-
tional heritage to offer the 
world a pathway of coexis-
tence, dialogue and unity. For 
this reason, Mohan Bhagwat’s 
visit to America may prove 
memorable.

Ultimately, the greatest 
strength of any ideology is 
not its publicity but its prac-
tice. The message Bhagwat 
conveyed from American soil 
will find its true test on Indian 
soil in the form of social har-
mony, service, dialogue, mu-
tual respect and coexistence. 
If these ideals translate into 
sustained action, the impact 
will extend beyond the image 
of the RSS. It could also con-
tribute to giving India’s 

civilisational and cultural 
standing in the world a new 
depth and a new height.

BHAGWAT’S USA MESSAGE: HINDUTVA, 
HARMONY, DIVERSITY AND ONE HUMAN FAMILY

SEARCHING FOR SCIENTIFIC 
CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE 
MARKET OF MIRACLES

“Faith is a 
personal belief, 

but the future of a 
nation is determined 
by logic, evidence, 
research and 
innovation.”

Dr. Priyanka 
Saurabh

Fix Bengaluru Traffic Chaos
Through your esteemed paper, I wish to highlight Bengaluru’s worsening traffic. 
Daily jams waste 2-3 hours of our lives, increase fuel consumption and pollution. 
Potholes, unplanned Metro work and lack of footpaths make it worse for pedes-
trians. The IT hub’s productivity is suffering badly. I request authorities to repair 
roads, regulate signals scientifically and promote public transport and carpooling. 
Citizens must also follow lane discipline. �  – Vidhyashree J.

Save Lakes, Secure Future
I write to express alarm over the shrinking lakes in Bengaluru. Encroachment 
and dumping of sewage and plastic have destroyed many water bodies. Bellan-
dur and Varthur lakes frothing is a national shame. With water scarcity rising 
every summer, we cannot afford to lose more lakes. BBMP and BWSSB must 
act strictly, desilt lakes and penalize polluters. Citizens should also stop dumping 
waste and volunteer for clean-ups. �  – Fransis Jacob

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“When a festival helps 
us remember them, it 

becomes more than a 
celebration – it becomes a 
celebration of who we are, 
where we came from and 
what we hope to leave 
behind.”

— Dr. Vijay Garg

Timeless expressions

Ekam Sat Vipra Bahudha 
Vadanti

Truth is one, though the wise 
describe it in different ways

Atmavat Sarvabhuteshu
Regard all beings as you would 

regard yourself

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
The world is one family

Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah
May all be happy

A FESTIVAL OF ANCESTRAL MEMORIES AND CULTURAL ROOTS

DR. VIJAY GARG

Lalit Gargg
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PM Modi outlines ambitious 
goals for Viksit Bharat 2047

PM Modi outlines India’s goals for 2047, focusing on economic growth, self-
reliance, manufacturing, Olympics and advances in space exploration.

THE 2047 GOALS
ECONOMY

A top-three global economy

SELF-RELIANCE
A self-reliant nation

MANUFACTURING
A global manufacturing hub

SPORTS
Hosting the Olympics

SPACE
Further advances in space

AVIATION
A Made-in-India aircraft with 

global recognition

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday outlined 
an ambitious roadmap for 
India’s future, including 
becoming a top-three global 
economy, building a self-reli-
ant nation, emerging as a 
global manufacturing hub, 
hosting the Olympics and 
making further advances in 
space. He said the country’s 
collective confidence would 
help achieve these goals.

Reflecting on completing 
25 continuous years as head 
of government, Modi said the 
milestone was not an occa-
sion for personal glorifica-
tion. His journey began as 
Gujarat Chief Minister in 
2001 and continued as Prime 
Minister. He recalled his ear-
lier years of grassroots work 
and service in remote areas 
before entering administrative 
governance at the age of 50.

Modi said his public life 
had been guided by a mission 

rather than personal ambition. 
Recalling his organisational 
work within the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, he said electoral 
prominence had never been 
his personal pursuit. He cred-
ited the values instilled during 
childhood for shaping his 
approach to public service 
and said collective effort 
remained essential for the 
country’s progress.

He invoked his call for 
“Sabka Prayas”, or collective 
effort, and said India’s energy 

and self-confidence were 
extraordinary. He also referred 
to the achievements of Cap-
tain Machchhar and called on 
citizens to dedicate them-
selves to the nation. Modi said 
visionary policies combined 
with hard work would be nec-
essary to realise India’s future 
ambitions ahead.

The Prime Minister also 
expressed confidence that a 
Made-in-India aircraft would 
one day gain global recogni-
tion. He urged citizens not to 

become complacent and 
instead continue working 
with determination and dedi-
cation. His remarks came as 
he reflected on his quar-
ter-century in executive gov-
ernance and presented a series 
of long-term national goals 
centred on development, 
self-reliance, manufacturing, 
sports and space exploration.

Delhi Police files FIR 
against Rahul Gandhi

Delhi Police filed an FIR 
after Rahul and Priyanka 
Gandhi allegedly entered 
Akashvani Bhavan during 

an INDIA bloc protest.

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has registered an 
FIR over the alleged unautho-
rised entry of Congress MPs 
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, along with 
other INDIA bloc leaders, 
into Akashvani Bhavan 
during Tuesday’s protest 
against the Election Commis-
sion of India.

According to police, the 
INDIA bloc had planned to 
march from Parliament House 
to Nirvachan Sadan, but no 
official permission had been 
sought or granted. Rahul 
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra and others then entered 
Akashvani Bhavan premises 
and continued their protest.

Police said the protesters 
were asked to leave but 
allegedly refused, insisting 
that a delegation of MPs 
should be allowed to meet 

Election Commission offi-
cials. Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra and other pro-
testers were subsequently 
removed and detained.

Around 260 people, includ-
ing 10 MPs, were detained 
during the protest.  The 
demonstration was organised 
over opposition concerns 
regarding the Special Inten-
sive Revision of electoral rolls 
and demands for the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Delhi Police said further 
details about the sections 
invoked in the case were 
awaited.

CJI Surya Kant to decide 
plea on CEC law

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya 
Kant on Wednesday said the 
Supreme Court will soon 
decide whether to list an appli-
cation seeking recall of its 
order referring a challenge to 
the law governing appoint-
ments of the Chief Election 
Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners to a Constitu-
tion bench.

CJI Surya Kant said, “We 
will examine and take a call.” 
The plea was filed by Naman 
Sherstra, one of the petitioners 
challenging the validity of the 
CEC & ECs (Appointment, 
Conditions of Service and 
Term of Office) Act, 2023.

The application seeks recall 
of the September  23 order 
passed by a bench of Justices 

Dipankar Datta and Satish 
Chandra Sharma. The judges 
had delivered a split verdict on 
whether the challenge should 
be heard by a five-judge Con-
stitution bench. Justice Datta 
said a reference was unneces-
sary, while Justice Sharma 
held that substantial constitu-
tional questions required con-
sideration by at least five 
judges under Article 145(3). 
Sherstra’s plea seeks recall of 
Justice Sharma’s order and the 
order referring the petitions to 
a constitution bench. It argues 
that Justice Sharma should 
have recused himself because 
his son appears for the Elec-
tion Commission before the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court. 
The application does not seek 
recall of Justice Datta’s sepa-
rate opinion.

Uttarakhand CM Dhami directs 
officials to resolve SC‑ST concerns

“The real success of 
democracy lies in 
maintaining direct and 
continuous 
communication between 
the government and the 
people.”
PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami on 
Tuesday interacted with 
members of Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities and directed officials 
to resolve their concerns on 
priority. People from Tehri, 
Deh radun ,  U t t a rka sh i , 
Chakrata and Kalsi raised 
issues related to develop-
ment,  roads, education, 
employment, drinking water, 
livelihoods and basic infra-
structure.

Dhami said the state gov-
ernment’s objective was to 
bring every section, region 
and individual into the main-
stream of development. He 

said officials must ensure 
that welfare schemes reach 
eligible beneficiaries and that 
development benefits extend 
to remote and disadvantaged 
areas. He also stressed the 
need for direct communica-

tion between citizens, public 
representatives and officials.

He recalled the contribu-
tion of Dr BR Ambedkar and 
said the Constitution’s prin-
ciples of equality, social jus-
tice and equal opportunities 
continued to guide efforts to 
empower disadvantaged sec-
tions.

He highlighted his visits 
over nearly five years to 
Chakrata ,  Kals i ,  Jaun-
sar-Bawar, Uttarkashi and 
other mountainous and bor-
der districts, saying such vis-
its help officials understand 
ground realities and plan 
development according to 
regional needs.

He also highlighted efforts 
to preserve tribal culture and 
heritage. Dhami said the 
Aadi Gaurav Mahotsav pro-
vides a platform for tribal 
traditions, folk art, songs, 
handicrafts and lifestyles, 
and noted that the event has 
expanded beyond Dehradun 
to remote tribal areas, includ-
ing a recent programme in 
Champawat.

M’rashtra seeks maximum 
NDRF aid for drought-hit areas

“Drought has been 
declared in more 

than 265 talukas in 
Maharashtra, and drought 
relief measures have been 
announced. In such a 
situation, a request was 
made to him to provide 
maximum assistance on 
behalf of NDRF.”

— Devendra Fadnavis, 
Maharashtra Chief MinisterMUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis has sought 
maximum assistance from the 
National Disaster Response 
Fund for drought-hit areas 
after drought was declared in 
265 talukas across the state. 
He raised the issue during a 
meeting with Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in New 
Delhi on Wednesday.

He said Shah assured him 
that the Centre would provide 
maximum assistance and that 
an inter-ministerial Central 
government team would visit 
Maharashtra from Octo-
ber  8  to  11 for a detailed 
assessment.

The team, headed by Agri-
culture Department Joint Sec-

retary Muktanand Agrawal, 
includes representatives from 
several Central departments 
and agencies.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment declared drought in 265 
of the state’s 358 talukas in 
September following defi-
cient and erratic monsoon 
rainfall. The affected talukas 
account for nearly three-
fourths of the state’s total.

Fadnavis has also said areas 
outside the initial drought list 
could be considered for relief 
because erratic rainfall and 
dry spells affected crops, even 
where the standard Trigger-1 
criteria under the Drought 
Management Code, 2016, 
were not met.

Nadda to launch ‘JOSH’ 
teams for TB elimination

55
districts in the first 

phase

11
states in the first 

phase

67,933
Panchayats TB Mukt in 

2025

NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister Jagat 
Prakash Nadda will lead the 
national launch of JOSH 
(Joint Squad for Health) teams 
on October 8 at Bharat Man-
dapam, New Delhi, as part of 
efforts to strengthen commu-
nity participation in India’s 
tuberculosis elimination cam-
paign.

The in i t ia t ive ,  be ing 
launched by the Health Min-
istry with the Ministries of 
Youth Affairs and Sports and 
Defence, will initially cover 
55 districts across 11 states. 
The launch will bring together 
senior officials, elected repre-
sentatives, Class-I officers, 
MY Bharat Volunteers, NCC 
Cadets and other stakeholders 
involved in TB elimination 
efforts.

JOSH Teams will combine 
Class-I officers, MY Bharat 
Volunteers and NCC Cadets 
to support community-level 
mobilisation. Their work will 
include spreading information 

about TB symptoms, preven-
tion, timely diagnosis and 
completion of treatment. The 
teams will also address myths 
and misconceptions, reduce 
stigma and encourage greater 
participation in the national 
TB elimination campaign.

The programme will feature 
a video highlighting mile-
stones of the TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan, along with new 
Information, Education and 
Communication materials. An 
AI-powered chatbot, Khushi 
Avatar, will also be launched 
to strengthen public aware-
ness, community engagement 
and participation in the cam-
paign.

The initiative builds on the 
government’s emphasis on 
Jan Bhagidari in TB elimina-
tion. In 2025, 67,933 Pancha-
yats across 697 districts were 
recognised as TB Mukt. The 
launch  i s  expec ted  to 
strengthen last-mile outreach 
and encourage communities 
to participate actively in 
India’s TB elimination efforts.

Revanth Reddy criticises 
BJP over Gandhi’s detention

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday 
criticised the BJP-led Central 
government over the deten-
tion of Congress leaders 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra and other 
INDIA bloc MPs during pro-
tests concerning electoral 
issues. He alleged that the 
action reflected the govern-
ment’s fear of opposition 
efforts to protect voting rights 
and constitutional institutions.

In a statement released by 
the Chief Minister’s Office, 
Reddy described the detention 
as unlawful and accused the 
government of attempting to 
suppress opposition voices. 
He claimed that the BJP was 
concerned about Rahul Gand-
hi’s leadership and his cam-
paign to protect democratic 
rights. Reddy also maintained 
that such actions would not 
discourage opposition parties 
from continuing their protests.

Drawing comparisons with 
India’s freedom struggle, 
Reddy recalled the arrests of 
prominent national leaders 
under British rule. He men-
tioned Lokmanya Bal Gan-
gadhar Tilak,  Mahatma 

Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and 
Subhas Chandra Bose, saying 
they had faced detention 
during their struggle for inde-
pendence. He argued that the 
present opposition movement 
would similarly continue 
despite government action.

Reddy said citizens, partic-
ularly young people, were 
increasingly participating in 
efforts to protect voting rights 
and democracy.

The BJP and the Central 
government have rejected the 
opposition’s allegations, 
maintaining that electoral 
procedures follow existing 
laws. The disagreement has 
intensified political exchang-
es between the ruling party 
and opposition leaders over 
electoral reforms and consti-
tutional institutions.

A Revanth Reddy
Telangana Chief Minister

CJP DELHI PROTEST

CJP submits notice for October 10 protest at Jantar Mantar

PROTEST IN 
FOCUS

CJP to hold 
October 10 protest 
at Jantar Mantar

Saurav Das 
formally notified 
Delhi Police about 
the protest

Youth and Gen Z 
voter issues will be 
highlighted

CJP demands CEC 
Gyanesh Kumar’s 
resignation

“Chalo Delhi” is 
the protest slogan

NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) has formally informed 
the Delhi Police about its pro-
posed October 10 protest at 
Jantar Mantar, with chief 
spokesperson Saurav Das say-
ing the demonstration would 
focus on concerns over elec-
tions and voter lists.

Das said he visited Parlia-
ment Street Police Station and 
submitted a formal letter 

informing authorities that the 
CJP and youth from across the 
country would gather for the 
protest. He said the police 
acknowledged the notifica-
tion, obtained an undertaking 
and completed the required 
formalities.

According to Das, the pro-
posed demonstration would 
raise concerns among young 
people  about  what  he 
described as “theft of votes” 
and “hijacking of elections”. 
He also alleged that the Elec-
tion Commission of India was 

failing to include Gen Z mem-
bers in voter lists.

Das said the demonstration 
should not be viewed only as 
a CJP programme, but as a 
Gen Z and youth protest. He 
said young people would take 
to the streets until Chief 

Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar resigns.

The protest is scheduled for 
October 10 at Jantar Mantar. 
Das said “Chalo Delhi” would 
be the slogan and urged sup-
porters to assemble in the 
national capital.

10 schools in 
Ahmedabad receive 

bomb threats
AHMEDABAD

Ten private schools in 
Ahmedabad received 

bomb threat emails on 
Wednesday, prompting 

security checks that later 
confirmed the threats 

were a hoax. The sender 
claimed links to the 

“Khalistan National Army” 
and warned of blasts at 
Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium on November 1 

and Ahmedabad’s 
Narendra Modi Stadium 

on November 21. Both 
dates coincide with 

scheduled concerts by 
singer Diljit Dosanjh. 

Police, bomb disposal 
squads, dog squads and 

anti-sabotage teams 
searched all 10 schools. 

Officials said nothing sus-
picious was found.

TGCSB arrests 101 in 
multi-state 

cybercrime crackdown
HYDERABAD

The Telangana Cyber 
Security Bureau (TGCSB) 

arrested 101 people, 
including 18 women, and 
traced fraudulent trans-

actions worth around 
₹17 crore during a two-

week cybercrime opera-
tion across six southern 

states and Union Territory 
of Puducherry.

The operation, launched 
on September 23, tar-
geted cyber-enabled 

financial crimes and the 
use of mule bank 

accounts. Six teams 
involving more than 100 

personnel carried out 
coordinated action in 

Telangana, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu, Kerala and 
Puducherry.

Of those arrested, 35 
were from Kerala, 22 from 
Andhra Pradesh, 17 from 
Karnataka, 14 from Tamil 
Nadu, 12 from Telangana 

and one from Puducherry.
The operation is linked to 
51 cases, with investiga-
tors tracing 1,172 cyber-
crime links nationwide.

4 students die after 
toxic gas exposure 

in Vrindavan
MATHURA

Four students died and 
another was injured after 

being exposed to sus-
pected toxic gas while 

cleaning an underground 
water tank at a residential 

Sanskrit school in 
Vrindavan’s Chaitanya 

Vihar, officials said.
The incident occurred 
after a foul smell was 

detected from the 
12-14-foot-deep tank. One 
student entered to clean it 
but became unconscious. 

Four others entered to 
rescue him, and all five 

were later pulled out and 
taken to hospital.

Four students, aged 
between 17 and 20, died, 
while the fifth student, 

identified as Rudra, sur-
vived and is undergoing 

treatment.
A magisterial inquiry has 
been ordered to examine 

the circumstances, the 
institution’s recognition 
and why students were 
asked to clean the tank.



ibcworldnews.com

THURSDAY   OCTOBER 8, 2026 10MANGALURU BHARAT
Madras HC questions Vijay’s ₹30 cr omission
The court raised concerns over discrepancies in Vijay’s declared assets, examining whether the alleged omission could have legal consequences.

“He would have 
definitely relied on a 

CA. The CA might have missed 
some assets. For that, can the 
election be set aside?”

— Justice V Lakshminarayanan, 
Madras HC

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on 
Wednesday questioned whether 
the alleged omission of assets 
worth ₹30 crore from Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay’s 
2026 election affidavit could 
amount to a corrupt practice when 
he had declared assets worth 
around ₹600  crore.  Justice 
V Lakshminarayanan raised the 
issue while hearing Vijay’s appli-
cation challenging an election 
petition against his victory.

The judge questioned whether 
an error by the chartered accoun-
tant could justify setting aside an 
election. “He would have defi-
nitely relied on a CA. The CA 
might have missed some assets. 

For that, can the election be set 
aside?” the court asked. It ques-
tioned whether omitting ₹30 crore 
from ₹600  crore in declared 
assets could amount to corrupt 
practice.

The court further examined 
whether the alleged omission 
could have influenced voters, par-
ticularly since Vijay won Peram-
bur by more than 50,000 votes. 
Justice Lakshminarayanan asked 
whether a voter’s decision would 
have changed if Vijay had failed 
to disclose assets worth ₹30 crore. 
The observations came during a 
petition filed by Perambur voter 
S Dinesh.

Dinesh has alleged discrepan-
cies in Vijay’s disclosure of 
immovable properties and sought 

a declaration that his election be 
declared void. The petition ques-
tions 50 cents of land in Vilpatti 
village, Kodaikanal, and a Porur 
property, with allegations over 
their disclosure and purchase 
price.

Vijay has denied the allegations 
and sought dismissal of the peti-
tion, describing them as false, 
unfounded and misconceived. His 
senior counsel argued that the 
petition lacked material particu-
lars and failed to explain how the 
discrepancies affected the elec-
tion result. Vijay also said voters 
knew they were choosing him as 
a well-known cinema actor offer-
ing a political alternative. Further 
arguments in the case will be 
heard on October 8.

Kandla forum highlights 
India’s green fuel potential

India aims to emerge as 
a low-cost green fuel 
supplier, with Kandla 

Forum discussions 
highlighting its 

hydrogen and clean 
energy potential.

IN FOCUS

200+ EXECUTIVES 
ATTENDED

62
HYDROGEN 

COUNCIL 
COMPANIES 

REPRESENTED

70
HYDROGEN 

COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 
GLOBALLY

2070 INDIA’S NET 
ZERO TARGET

2026 KANDLA FORUM 
EDITION

GANDHIDHAM

India has the potential to 
become a low-cost supplier of 
green fuels to the world, Min-
istry of New and Renewable 
Energy Director Dr Prasad 
Chaphekar said at the Kandla 
Forum 2026 on Wednesday. 
He said discussions at the 
forum would help demon-
strate India’s capabilities in 
green hydrogen and green 
fuels.

Chaphekar said participants 
exchanged views on green 
hydrogen, green fuels, the 
Port of Kandla and the mis-
sion. He said the forum 
received a response and could 
help convince partners about 
India’s ability to supply green 
fuels at competitive costs.

Hydrogen Council CEO 

Ivana Jemelkova said the 
organisation was pleased to 
participate in the forum. She 
said the council brings 
together chief executives 
from companies working on 
hydrogen-related energy chal-
lenges and has 70 member 
companies from America, 
Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia. Jemelkova said 
it was encouraging to see 
India recognise hydrogen’s 
importance for energy secu-
rity, sustainability and eco-
nomic growth.

Hosted by the Deendayal 
Port Authority, Kandla, the 
forum was themed “Anchor-
ing Maritime Decarbonisa-
tion” and brought together 
global stakeholders from 
hydrogen, clean energy, ship-
ping, shipbuilding, engineer-
ing, technology and finance. 
Discussions focused on 
knowledge sharing, technol-
ogy transfer, investment and 
projects.

The forum was designed to 
connect companies develop-
ing the green-energy value 
chain with port leadership. 
More than 200 executives rep-
resenting 62 Hydrogen Coun-
cil member companies partic-
ipated.  The delegat ion 
included equipment manufac-
turers, energy and industrial 
gas companies, engineering 
firms, mobility manufacturers, 
shipping and maritime organ-
isations, classification bodies 
and project finance institu-
tions. Deendayal Port Author-
ity is advancing Kandla’s 
green hydrogen and clean-fuel 
ecosystem as part of India’s 
commitment to achieving Net 
Zero by 2070.

Study traces Gujarat’s 
water governance reforms

NEW DELHI

A study launched at IIM Ban-
galore has traced 25 years of 
water governance reforms in 
Gujarat and India, highlight-
ing lessons for policymakers. 
The study, “From Gujarat to 
India: Water Lessons for the 
World”, examines reforms 
that began in Gujarat in 2001 
under Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi and were reflected 
in  nat ional  water  pro-
grammes.

The study was authored by 
Daniel W Smith of George 
Mason University, Nitin Bassi 
of the Council on Energy, 
Environment and Water, and 
Parameswaran Iyer, former 
secretary of the Department 
of Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion.

The study traces how ele-
ments of the Gujarat approach 
later informed national initia-
tives including Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Jal Shakti Abhiyan, 

Namami Gange, Atal Bhujal 
Yojana and Per Drop More 
Crop.

Parameswaran Iyer said 
reforms under Modi in Guja-
rat included river manage-
ment through Narmada, micro 
irrigation and institutions 
focused on drinking water and 
sanitation. He said a decen-
tralised, community-based 
approach was important for 
Jal Jeevan Mission, while the 
creation of the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti brought different 
water-related responsibilities 
together. Nitin Bassi said 
Gujarat’s water grid helped 
address supply problems after 
droughts and enabled drinking 
water, groundwater recharge, 
river rejuvenation, livestock 
needs and supplemental irri-
gation.

The study noted that Guja-
rat had constructed more than 
76,000 check dams under the 
Sardar Patel water conserva-
tion programme by 2013.

Vijay presents 
medals to new 

DSPs in Chennai
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Vijay attended the passing-out 
parade and graduation cere-
mony of the 14th batch of 
Deputy Superintendents of 
Police at the Tamil Nadu Po-
lice Higher Training Ground 
in Unamancheri, near Vanda-
lur, Chennai, on Wednesday. 
The ceremony marked the 
completion of training for the 
trainee DSPs before they take 
up responsibilities in the state 
police force.

The event was held at 
4 pm, with the trainee officers 
participating in the formal 
passing-out parade. Vijay 
received the ceremonial 
salute from the graduating 
officers and reviewed the 
parade as part of the proceed-
ings.

During the programme, 
Vijay presented medals and 
trophies to officers who per-
formed well in different train-
ing categories.

The graduating officers will 
now prepare to assume their 
responsibilities as Deputy 
Superintendents of Police in 
Tamil Nadu. The event was 
also significant for their fam-
ilies and colleagues, who wit-
nessed the officers complete 
an important phase of their 
professional journey.

BJP backs West Bengal 
name change proposal

KOLKATA

West Bengal is likely to be 
renamed “Paschim Banga” if 
the BJP forms the government 
in the state, BJP state presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya said 
on Wednesday. He said the 
proposed name would pre-
serve the state’s historical 
identity and that there should 
be no further ambiguity over 
the party’s position on the 
issue, which has remained 
under discussion.

“How many times must I 
say, brother? The name will be 
‘Paschim Banga’,” Bhattacha-
rya told reporters, reiterating 
his earlier statement. He said 
the proposed change would be 
backed by legislation and a 
bill could be introduced during 
the first session of the Assem-
bly after the BJP forms the 
government in the state.

Bhattacharya said names 
including “Paschim Bangla”, 
“Bangla” and “Banga” would 
no longer be used once the pro-
posed change was implemented. 
He said the objective was to 
ensure that the state’s official 
identity remained connected 
with its history. The issue of 

changing West Bengal’s name 
has been debated for years.

The Trinamool Congress 
government had earlier pro-
posed changing the state’s 
name to “Bangla”, arguing 
that the existing name placed 
it lower in alphabetical list-
ings and did not reflect the 
Bengali name used locally. 
However, the proposal did not 
receive approval from the 
Centre. The proposed move 
would follow several Indian 
states that have changed 
names for linguistic, cultural 
or historical reasons in differ-
ent periods.

Bhattacharya also praised 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s address marking 25 
years in public life, saying it 
reflected dedication to the 
country.

Keralam forms task force 
for holistic health model

“The government is 
trying to implement a 
healthcare system that 
will be a model for the 
world.”

V D SATHEESAN Kerala CM

WHAT NEXT
›	 A report within two months of 

the first meeting, proposing:

›	 Two or three pilot projects

›	 A three-year phased action plan

›	 Estimated costs and possible 
fundraising options

›	 A mechanism to evaluate 
progress

›	 The responsibilities of each 
department

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam government has 
constituted a 16-member task 
force to develop a compre-
hensive health model focused 
on prevention, early detec-
tion, treatment, rehabilitation, 
healthy ageing and longevity, 
officials said on Wednesday.

The Kerala Holistic Model 
for Health, Wellness and Lon-
gevity Task Force will be 
headed by Chief Minister 
V D Satheesan, with Health 
Minister K Muraleedharan as 
vice chairman. Senior offi-
cials and medical experts are 
also part of the panel. The 
government order said the 
committee may invite emi-
nent stakeholders and form 
focused working groups with 
technical experts.

Satheesan said the initiative 
aims to shift the healthcare 
system from treating illnesses 
after they emerge towards pre-
venting diseases and detecting 
them early. The task force will 
examine disease patterns, age-
ing and available health facil-
ities, while assessing the use 
of modern medicine and tradi-
tional treatment methods, 

including Ayurveda.
The Chief Minister said the 

initiative follows the creation 
of a special department for 
senior citizens, formed in view 
of the state’s growing elderly 
population. He said the task 
force would prepare systems 
for timely testing and explore 
measures to ensure healthy 
ageing. The task force will 
submit its report within two 
months of its first meeting.

Mithun named Bengal 
government cultural adviser

KOLKATA

Veteran actor and BJP leader 
Mithun Chakraborty has been 
appointed as an adviser to the 
West Bengal government, 
with Cabinet rank in the In-
formation and Cultural Affairs 
Department, according to an 
announcement made by Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari on 
Wednesday. The appointment 
gives Chakraborty a formal 
role in the state administra-
tion’s cultural affairs.

Chakraborty will serve as 
an adviser to the department, 
which is under the charge of 
Adhikari. The appointment 
comes as the BJP government 
seeks to strengthen its focus 
on Bengal’s cultural and film 
sectors. Chakraborty, a vet-
eran figure in Bengali cinema 
and a BJP leader, is expected 
to take on a role connected 
with the government’s cultural 
priorities.

Adhikari announced the 
appointment during an event 
associated with the centenary 
celebrations of legendary Ben-
gali actor Uttam Kumar. The 
state government has been 
presenting the celebrations as 

part of efforts to promote Ben-
gal’s film heritage and revive 
its position as a major cultural 
and cinematic centre.

The appointment places 
Chakraborty in a Cabi-
net-rank position while giving 
him an advisory role in a key 
department. The Information 
and Cultural Affairs Depart-
ment handles matters linked 
to the state’s cultural activities 
and film sector, according to 
the announcement.

The move comes amid the 
government’s stated focus on 
Bengal’s cultural identity and 
cinematic heritage. The 
Uttam Kumar centenary cel-
ebrations have been posi-
tioned as part of this wider 
effort to highlight the state’s 
contribution to Indian cin-
ema. Chakraborty’s appoint-
ment adds a prominent film 
personality to the administra-
tion’s cultural affairs, with 
the veteran actor now set to 
serve as an adviser with Cab-
inet rank. The announcement 
also highlights the adminis-
tration’s stated intention to 
use the celebrations to pro-
mote Bengal’s film heritage 
and cultural identity.

META CHILD SAFETY

Meta reports 5.3 million child exploitation content
THE CENTRE’S WARNING

■	 Intermediary status: Meta cannot rely on it alone; it must take 
greater responsibility for child sexual abuse material

■	 Safe harbour: Meta could lose the immunity available to 
intermediaries if it fails to meet its obligations

■	 Algorithms and ads: its recommendation and advertising systems 
give Meta responsibilities beyond simply hosting users’ posts

NEW DELHI

Meta said on Wednesday it 
had taken action against 5.3 
million pieces of child sexual 
exploitation content on Face-
book and Instagram in India 
b e t w e e n  J a n u a r y  a n d 
June  2026, with more than 
98 per cent detected proac-
tively.

The company also said it 
had introduced additional 
measures to strengthen efforts 

to combat child sexual 
exploitation on its platforms. 
The disclosure comes after 
the government told Meta 
that it could not continue to 
rely solely on its intermediary 
status and needed to take 
greater responsibility for 
child sexual abuse material 
appearing on its services.

The  government  had 
warned that Meta could risk 
losing the “safe harbour” 
immunity available to inter-

mediaries if it failed to meet 
its obligations. Officials also 
raised concerns about the 
company’s recommendation 
and advertising systems, argu-
ing that these functions gave 
Meta responsibilities beyond 
simply hosting users’ posts.

Meta had admitted to lapses 
in handling child sexual abuse 
material and assured authori-
ties that it would immediately 
report such content, according 
to people familiar with the 

matter. The government had 
also directed attention towards 
removing material that could 
cause serious harm to chil-
dren.

The National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights 
separately warned Meta repre-
sentatives during an inquiry 
into alleged advertisements 
l inked to  chi ld  sexual 
exploitation and abuse mate-
rial on the platform. Meta 
India chief Arun Srinivas and 

senior executives appeared 
before the panel as part of the 
proceedings. Against this 
backdrop, Meta said it had 
introduced further measures to 
strengthen its systems and 
response to child sexual 
exploitation. Authorities are 

also examining how platforms 
detect, report and remove 
harmful material, while seek-
ing stronger safeguards for 

children using social media 
services across India and 
improve accountability for 
companies.

Food safety team 
seizes artificially 
ripened bananas

NAVI MUMBAI

Food safety officials 
seized 1,394kg of 

bananas worth about 
Rs 67,814 from a stall at 

APMC Fruit Market, 
Turbhe, after allegedly 
finding them artificially 
ripened using BTHILEX, 
labelled Ethephon 39% 

soluble liquid.
Officials said a worker 

admitted mixing two caps 
of the chemical in five 

litres of water.
The chemical packaging 

allegedly carried 
illegitimate manufacturer 

details and lacked 
the required 

registration number.
They warned that directly 
dipping fruit in ethephon 

is prohibited due to possi-
ble health risks.

Teen couple die by 
suicide during 

Instagram 
livestream
VADODARA

A 22-year-old man and a 
16-year-old girl, who were 
in a relationship, died by 
suicide in a forested area 

of Dahod district while 
livestreaming on 

Instagram on Sunday, 
police said.

The livestream was 
reportedly watched by 

around 50 people, includ-
ing members of the cou-
ple’s families, who were 

left shocked.
Police identified the man 
as Rajesh Ninama, a resi-
dent of Limkheda taluka. 

An officer said Ninama 
had recently taken the girl 

to meet his parents and 
sought their permission to 
marry. His parents alleg-
edly refused, citing that 

both belonged to the 
same clan and shared the 

same surname.
Police said the couple 

was upset following the 
refusal and decided to 
take the extreme step.

Officials said no suicide 
note was found and an 

investigation is underway 
to determine whether any 
other factors contributed 

to the deaths.

HC extends stay on 
govt employee 

terminations
RANCHI

The Jharkhand High Court 
on Wednesday extended 

its stay on the termination 
of government employ-

ees whose appointments 
were affected by the can-
cellation of examinations 

conducted by the 
Jharkhand Public Service 
Commission (JPSC) and 

Jharkhand Staff Selection 
Commission (JSSC).

Justice Deepak Roshan 
heard a series of petitions 
filed by employees chal-
lenging the state govern-
ment’s decision to cancel 

the examinations and 
subsequently terminate 

their services. The 
employees have chal-

lenged the government’s 
decision, seeking relief 
against termination of 
their services following 
the cancellation of the 

recruitment examinations.

₹600 crore
Vijay’s declared assets 

(approx.)

₹30 crore
allegedly left out of 

the affidavit

50,000+
votes: his Perambur 

margin
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ADEN

Conflict across the Arabian 
Peninsula escalated sharply as 
Yemen’s Houthi movement 
launched a coordinated bar-
rage of ballistic missiles and 
explosive drones targeting vi-
tal aviation infrastructure in 
the south.

According to Yemen’s 
Transport Ministry, a ballistic 
missile landed near the active 
runway of Aden International 
Airport just minutes before a 
scheduled commercial flight 
from Cairo was due to touch 
down. Aviation authorities 
scrambled to divert the in-
coming aircraft to Jeddah 
while relocating grounded 
planes away from the impact 
zone to avert a catastrophic 
disaster. The assault on Ad-
en’s primary civilian gate-
way—the provisional seat of 
the internationally recognized 
government—coincided with 
simultaneous Houthi aerial 

attacks directed at facilities 
inside neighboring Saudi 
Arabia.

Ground fighting has inten-
sified dramatically along Ye-
men’s western coastal plains 
near the strategic Bab el-Man-
deb Strait. Saudi-backed gov-
ernment forces, spearheaded 
by specialized units such as 
the Giants Brigade, launched 
a sweeping counter-offensive 
this week to claw back terri-
tory seized by the Iran-
aligned group in September. 
Control over these coastal 
corridors and mountain high-
lands remains intensely con-
tested as both sides vie for 
dominance over critical mari-
time trade and energy ship-
ping lanes.

The renewed hostilities 
threaten to completely unrav-
el fragile local truces, reignit-
ing a devastating 12-year 
civil war that created one of 
the world’s most severe hu-
manitarian crises.

ANKARA

In a stunning political earth-
quake that has reverberated 
across Turkey’s domestic 
landscape, the mayor of 
Izmir—the nation’s third-larg-
est metropolis and the historic 
heartland of its secular oppo-
sition—officially switched 
allegiances to join President 
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling Jus-
tice and Development Party 
(AKP).

Cemil Tugay, who original-
ly secured the mayoral seat 
during the March 2024 local 
elections under the banner of 
the opposition Republican 
People’s Party (CHP), for-
mally stepped into the AKP 
fold during a high-profile cer-
emony in Ankara. The defec-
tion hands President Erdo-
gan’s conservative political 
machine a monumental sym-
bolic victory in a coastal 
stronghold that the AKP has 
famously never managed to 
capture through the tradition-
al democratic ballot box.

Tugay, who had stepped 
down from the CHP in June 
following a controversial 
court ruling that annulled 
party leadership structures, 

defended his transition by 
emphasizing administrative 
pragmatism. “I have no doubt 
that, with harmony between 
the local administration and 
the central government, we 

will achieve great things,” 
Tugay remarked during his 
induction.

The political realignment 
occurs against the backdrop 
of an intense, long-running 

government crackdown on 
opposition municipal leaders. 
Following a major electoral 
setback in the 2024 local 
polls where the AKP suffered 
heavy losses, Turkish author-
ities launched widespread 
corruption investigations tar-
geting opposition officials. 
Dozens of mayors, including 
prominent Istanbul Mayor 
Ekrem Imamoglu—widely 
regarded as President Erdo-
gan’s chief political rival—as 
well as former Izmir Mayor 
Tunc Soyer, currently find 
themselves imprisoned pend-
ing trial.

Opposition figures have 
fiercely denounced these legal 
maneuvers as politically mo-
tivated witch hunts designed 
to dismantle local democratic 
resistance. Ozgur Ozel, leader 
of the splintered opposition 
faction, launched a blistering 
critique against the ruling par-
ty, accusing the AKP of de-
ploying systematic blackmail 
and imprisonment threats to 
coerce mayors into defecting. 
“Those who sell out and leave 
are genuine traitors,” Ozel de-
clared before a parliamentary 
assembly, condemning the 
pressure tactics.

GAZA CITY

Israelis observed solemn me-
morials to mark three solemn 
years since the devastating 
October 7, 2023, attacks, 
while Palestinians across the 
war-torn Gaza Strip grappled 
with profound displacement 
and ongoing humanitarian 
ruin.

In the southern kibbutz of 
Kfar Aza—where Hamas mil-
itants breached border defens-
es three years ago in the dead-
liest assault in Israel’s histo-
ry—surviving residents and 
families gathered for a som-
ber morning vigil. Accompa-
nied by the mournful notes of 
a bugle call, community lead-
ers read out a roll call of the 
victims. Similar reflections 
took place nationwide, inter-
twined with fierce political 
demonstrations outside parlia-
ment in Jerusalem. Protesters 
condemned the government’s 
handling of historical security 
lapses and demanded full ac-
countability from Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
just weeks ahead of a crucial 
general election on October 
27.

Meanwhile, the landscape 
in Gaza presented a stark 
contrast of suffering and re-
silience. Marking the first 
anniversary since a fragile 
regional ceasefire took effect, 
hundreds of thousands of dis-

placed residents continue to 
shelter among expansive tent 
encampments and concrete 
rubble. Families separated by 
years of continuous military 
operations recounted the col-
lapse of their pre-war lives, 
with medical agencies noting 
that localized skirmishes and 
aerial strikes continue to 
claim civilian lives amid a 
sluggish reconstruction pro-
cess.

Political analysts note that 
the solemn milestone under-
scores an unhealed regional 
trauma. While Israeli voters 
prepare to render a verdict at 
the ballot box over leadership 
and national security, the pop-
ulation inside Gaza remains 
trapped in the devastating af-
termath of a conflict that per-
manently altered the geopolit-
ical contours of the Middle 
East.

GENEVA

Amid a sharp global rise in 
juvenile weight issues, the 
World Health Organization 
has issued its first compre-
hensive international guide-
lines, firmly prioritizing 
structured lifestyle interven-
tions over popular weight-
loss medications for chil-
dren and adolescents.

According to recent data 
cited by UNICEF, child-
hood obesity has overtaken 
undernourishment to be-
come the most prevalent 
form of malnutrition for 
school-aged youth world-
wide, with approximately 
170 million children and 
adolescents living with 
obesity in 2024.

Under the updated guide-
lines, the health agency 
strongly advises against 
pharmaceutical treatments, 
medical devices, or bariat-
ric surgery for children un-
der the age of 10, citing 
insufficient long-term safe-
ty data. For adolescents 
aged 10 to 19, approved 
anti-obesity medications—
including breakthrough 
GLP‑1 receptor agonists—
should only be considered 
as a secondary option 
when supervised lifestyle 
programs fail to yield 
results.

 Similarly,  invasive 
weight-loss surgeries are 
strictly restricted to physi-
cally and mentally mature 
teenagers dealing with se-
vere clinical obesity after 
exhausting conventional 
treatments.

Medical experts note that 
while blockbuster drugs like 
Wegovy and Saxenda have 
seen rapidly growing usage 
among younger demograph-
ics in certain Western na-
tions, long-term safety eval-
uations for pediatric popula-
tions remain limited.

ATHENS

Cementing a robust bilateral 
partnership against an evolv-
ing landscape of international 
instability, United States and 
Greek authorities have an-
nounced a sweeping frame-
work to expand law enforce-
ment cooperation and counter 
emerging transnational secu-
rity threats.

During an official diplomat-
ic visit to the Greek capital, 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio met with Hellenic For-
eign Minister George Gerape-
tritis to formally launch the 
sixth round of the bilateral 
Strategic Dialogue.

Addressing reporters at the 
Greek Foreign Ministry, Sec-
retary Rubio underscored 
Greece’s pivotal role as a re-
liable NATO ally, noting that 
the country’s strategic geo-
graphical crossroads expose 
it uniquely to regional vulner-
abilities, including mass mi-
gration pressures and transna-

tional human trafficking net-
works.

Foreign Minister Gerapetri-
tis reiterated Athens’ willing-
ness to extend practical coop-
eration to Washington by of-
fering maritime support with-
in the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz, contingent upon the 
emergence of a viable and 
sustainable regional peace 
process. Greece already com-
mands respect across allied 
defense circles for leading 
international naval operations 
to protect commercial ship-
ping lanes in the Red Sea.

KUALA LUMPUR

Myanmar’s military-backed 
leader, Min Aung Hlaing, 
touched down in Malaysia for 
a high-profile two-day offi-
cial visit, marking a signifi-
cant shift as the once-isolated 
general seeks international 
legitimacy.

The visit comes as Malay-
sian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim pursues direct en-
gagement with Naypyitaw, bal-
ancing domestic political pres-
sures against mounting human-
itarian concerns. Central to the 
bilateral discussions is the con-
tentious repatriation of thou-
sands of undocumented Myan-
mar nationals currently resid-
ing in Malaysia. While Kuala 
Lumpur insists the returns are 
conducted on a voluntary basis 

and maintains that assurances 
have been given regarding re-
turnee safety, the United Na-
tions and human rights organi-
zations have strongly criticized 
the initiative, warning that de-
portees face grave dangers 
amid the ongoing civil war.

Myanmar has remained 
deeply fractured since the 
2021 military coup led by Min 
Aung Hlaing, a conflict that 
has triggered widespread dis-
placement and a severe hu-
manitarian crisis. Although 
regional bodies like the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions have previously frozen 
top-level invitations over im-
plementation failures regard-
ing peace roadmaps, individual 
member states have increas-
ingly  resumed bi la tera l 
interactions.

Human rights advocates ar-
gue that hosting the Myanmar 
leader offers tacit diplomatic 
recognition despite ongoing 
violence, including recent 
deadly airstrikes. However, an-
alysts note that domestic public 
sentiment in Malaysia—shift-
ing significantly following 
waves of online anti-migrant 
rhetoric—has left Prime Minis-

ter Anwar eager to secure co-
operation on refugee returns. 
As bilateral talks continue in 
Putrajaya, the visit underscores 
the complex diplomatic trade-
offs confronting Southeast 
Asian leaders as they grapple 
with protracted regional 
instability.

Pacific climate 
fund receives new 

boost
NADI

Several nations pledged 15 
million dollars toward a 
special fund for climate 

resilience in Pacific islands. 
Leaders meeting in Fiji 

emphasized that rising sea 
levels pose an urgent threat 

to their communities. The 
recent donations bring the 

total pool to nearly 200 
million dollars. However, 
this amount remains far 
below the ambitious five 

hundred million dollar goal 
set for next month. Officials 
hope international donors 
will step up support before 
the upcoming UN climate 

conference. Meanwhile, 
local projects are already 
working hard to protect 

vulnerable coastal areas.

NASA rover captures 
stunning Martian dawn

WASHINGTON
NASA’s Curiosity rover 

captured a breathtaking 
image of early morning 
sunlight on the Martian 

surface. The photograph 
reveals ancient, wind-

carved rock layers resem-
bling rugged desert land-
scapes on Earth, though 

featuring a striking orange 
sky and blue sunrise. 

Operating on Mars since 
2012, the car-sized vehicle 

is currently climbing the 
three-mile-tall Mount 
Sharp. Scientists hope 

the robot will reach these 
unique geological forma-
tions by next year to study 
the planet’s past climate. 
The ongoing mission con-
tinues to explore whether 
ancient conditions could 

have once supported 
microbial life on our 
neighboring world.

French, 
Japanese 

researchers win 
Chemistry Nobel

STOCKHOLM
French scientist Henri 
Kagan and Japanese 

researcher Kenso Soai won 
the 2026 Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry. The duo solved 
a century-old mystery 
regarding asymmetric 

“mirror image” molecules 
and how living organisms 

rely exclusively on one ver-
sion. Their breakthrough 

provides essential tools for 
manufacturing safe phar-
maceuticals, preventing 

dangerous side effects like 
those seen in past drug 

scandals. The prestigious 
prize includes a shared 

financial award of twelve 
million Swedish crowns. 

Both laureates will receive 
their medals from the King 
of Sweden during a formal 

ceremony in December.

Russia defends 
handling of Siberian 

lab worker’s death
MOSCOW

Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov asserted 

that Russian health 
authorities strictly 

adhered to established 
international protocols by 

properly informing the 
World Health 

Organization regarding 
the recent death of a lab-

oratory employee at a 
Siberian anti-plague 

research facility.
The 28-year-old labora-

tory technician, identified 
in regional reports as 
Darya Shipilova, fell 

acutely ill after becoming 
unwell at the Irkutsk Anti-
Plague Research Institute 

of Siberia and the Far 
East, subsequently pass-
ing away in a hospital in 

the nearby town of 
Shelekhov. Unconfirmed 
local accounts suggested 

the worker may have 
been exposed following a 
minor laboratory accident 
involving a compromised 

test tube, touching off 
intense public anxiety 

about a possible pneu-
monic plague outbreak.

Izmir Mayor defects to 
Erdogan’s ruling party

In a stunning political earthquake, Izmir’s mayor defected to 
Erdogan’s ruling party, handing secular opponents a devastating blow.

3 years on: Israel, 
Gaza mark October 7 

anniversary

Key political developments
Secular Heartland

Izmir is Turkey’s third-largest city and has traditionally remained an 
unyielding stronghold for the secular opposition.

First-Time Control
The conservative AKP has historically never managed to win the Izmir 
metropolitan municipality at the ballot box.

Prior Resignation
Tugay previously left the CHP in June following a contentious court ruling 
that annulled party leadership titles.

Broader Crackdown
The move coincides with a wider government crackdown that has left 
dozens of opposition mayors jailed awaiting trial.

3 YEARS ON

OCT 7
2023

Houthis strike Aden 
airport escalating 

Yemen conflict

US and Greece 
launch joint 

security framework

WHO prioritizes 
lifestyle over 

GLP‑1s for youth

“We’re proud to 
announce a new 

memorandum of 
understanding 
establishing a joint 
security program to 
strengthen 
counterterrorism 
information sharing.”

— Marco Rubio
The World Health 
Organization’s new 
guidelines prioritize 
structured lifestyle 
interventions over 
weight-loss 
medications for 
children, urging diet 
and family support as 
primary defenses.

Myanmar’s Prez visits 
Malaysia amid regional friction

North Korea warns US 
over Taiwan, backs Russia

MYANMAR’S SHADOWY DIPLOMACY

SEOUL

North Korea launched a sharp 
diplomatic rebuke against the 
United States, strongly con-
demning Washington’s ongo-
ing military assistance and 
arms sales to Taiwan.

State-run media agency 
KCNA published a commen-
tary featuring international 
affairs analyst Kim Myong 
Chol, which accused Ameri-
can policy makers of inten-
tionally stoking instability 
and fueling dangerous friction 
across the Taiwan Strait. 
Pyongyang specifically took 
aim at the recent delivery of 
US-manufactured fighter air-
craft to Taipei, warning Wash-
ington that it should carefully 
evaluate the severe geopoliti-
cal consequences of entering 
a direct confrontation with 
Beijing. The strongly worded 
statement underscores Pyong-

yang’s increasingly tight 
alignment with China on core 
sovereignty issues, following 
leader Kim Jong Un’s reaffir-
mation of the “One China” 
principle during a high-pro-
file summit with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping.

Concurrently, North Korean 
leadership reiterated its un-
wavering diplomatic and ma-
terial support for Moscow. 
Expressing full confidence in 
the Kremlin’s objectives, Kim 
described Russia’s ongoing 
military campaign as a sacred 
defense of its territorial integ-
rity and national sovereignty 
that would ultimately culmi-
nate in absolute victory.

Western intelligence and 
defense analysts note that 
Pyongyang’s synchronized 
messaging highlights a deep-
ening trilateral axis between 
North Korea, China, and 
Russia.

Min Aung Hlaing
Myanmar’s military-backed leader

The crisis in figures

10,000
DEPORTED 
SINCE 
JANUARY

193,000
REFUGEES 
AND 
ASYLUM 
SEEKERS

100,000 LIVES LOST 
(ESTIMATE)

3.5m+ DISPLACED 
SINCE 2021

ADEN

Conflict across the Arabian 
Peninsula escalated sharply as 
Yemen’s Houthi movement 
launched a coordinated bar-
rage of ballistic missiles and 
explosive drones targeting vi-
tal aviation infrastructure in 
the south.

According to Yemen’s 
Transport Ministry, a ballistic 
missile landed near the active 
runway of Aden International 
Airport just minutes before a 
scheduled commercial flight 
from Cairo was due to touch 
down. Aviation authorities 
scrambled to divert the in-
coming aircraft to Jeddah 
while relocating grounded 
planes away from the impact 
zone to avert a catastrophic 
disaster. The assault on Ad-
en’s primary civilian gate-
way—the provisional seat of 
the internationally recognized 
government—coincided with 
simultaneous Houthi aerial 

attacks directed at facilities 
inside neighboring Saudi 
Arabia.

Ground fighting has inten-
sified dramatically along Ye-
men’s western coastal plains 
near the strategic Bab el-Man-
deb Strait. Saudi-backed gov-
ernment forces, spearheaded 
by specialized units such as 
the Giants Brigade, launched 
a sweeping counter-offensive 
this week to claw back terri-
tory seized by the Iran-
aligned group in September. 
Control over these coastal 
corridors and mountain high-
lands remains intensely con-
tested as both sides vie for 
dominance over critical mari-
time trade and energy ship-
ping lanes.

The renewed hostilities 
threaten to completely unrav-
el fragile local truces, reignit-
ing a devastating 12-year 
civil war that created one of 
the world’s most severe hu-
manitarian crises.

ANKARA

In a stunning political earth-
quake that has reverberated 
across Turkey’s domestic 
landscape, the mayor of 
Izmir—the nation’s third-larg-
est metropolis and the historic 
heartland of its secular oppo-
sition—officially switched 
allegiances to join President 
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling Jus-
tice and Development Party 
(AKP).

Cemil Tugay, who original-
ly secured the mayoral seat 
during the March 2024 local 
elections under the banner of 
the opposition Republican 
People’s Party (CHP), for-
mally stepped into the AKP 
fold during a high-profile cer-
emony in Ankara. The defec-
tion hands President Erdo-
gan’s conservative political 
machine a monumental sym-
bolic victory in a coastal 
stronghold that the AKP has 
famously never managed to 
capture through the tradition-
al democratic ballot box.

Tugay, who had stepped 
down from the CHP in June 
following a controversial 
court ruling that annulled 
party leadership structures, 

defended his transition by 
emphasizing administrative 
pragmatism. “I have no doubt 
that, with harmony between 
the local administration and 
the central government, we 

will achieve great things,” 
Tugay remarked during his 
induction.

The political realignment 
occurs against the backdrop 
of an intense, long-running 

government crackdown on 
opposition municipal leaders. 
Following a major electoral 
setback in the 2024 local 
polls where the AKP suffered 
heavy losses, Turkish author-
ities launched widespread 
corruption investigations tar-
geting opposition officials. 
Dozens of mayors, including 
prominent Istanbul Mayor 
Ekrem Imamoglu—widely 
regarded as President Erdo-
gan’s chief political rival—as 
well as former Izmir Mayor 
Tunc Soyer, currently find 
themselves imprisoned pend-
ing trial.

Opposition figures have 
fiercely denounced these legal 
maneuvers as politically mo-
tivated witch hunts designed 
to dismantle local democratic 
resistance. Ozgur Ozel, leader 
of the splintered opposition 
faction, launched a blistering 
critique against the ruling par-
ty, accusing the AKP of de-
ploying systematic blackmail 
and imprisonment threats to 
coerce mayors into defecting. 
“Those who sell out and leave 
are genuine traitors,” Ozel de-
clared before a parliamentary 
assembly, condemning the 
pressure tactics.

GAZA CITY

Israelis observed solemn me-
morials to mark three solemn 
years since the devastating 
October 7, 2023, attacks, 
while Palestinians across the 
war-torn Gaza Strip grappled 
with profound displacement 
and ongoing humanitarian 
ruin.

In the southern kibbutz of 
Kfar Aza—where Hamas mil-
itants breached border defens-
es three years ago in the dead-
liest assault in Israel’s histo-
ry—surviving residents and 
families gathered for a som-
ber morning vigil. Accompa-
nied by the mournful notes of 
a bugle call, community lead-
ers read out a roll call of the 
victims. Similar reflections 
took place nationwide, inter-
twined with fierce political 
demonstrations outside parlia-
ment in Jerusalem. Protesters 
condemned the government’s 
handling of historical security 
lapses and demanded full ac-
countability from Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
just weeks ahead of a crucial 
general election on October 
27.

Meanwhile, the landscape 
in Gaza presented a stark 
contrast of suffering and re-
silience. Marking the first 
anniversary since a fragile 
regional ceasefire took effect, 
hundreds of thousands of dis-

placed residents continue to 
shelter among expansive tent 
encampments and concrete 
rubble. Families separated by 
years of continuous military 
operations recounted the col-
lapse of their pre-war lives, 
with medical agencies noting 
that localized skirmishes and 
aerial strikes continue to 
claim civilian lives amid a 
sluggish reconstruction pro-
cess.

Political analysts note that 
the solemn milestone under-
scores an unhealed regional 
trauma. While Israeli voters 
prepare to render a verdict at 
the ballot box over leadership 
and national security, the pop-
ulation inside Gaza remains 
trapped in the devastating af-
termath of a conflict that per-
manently altered the geopolit-
ical contours of the Middle 
East.

GENEVA

Amid a sharp global rise in 
juvenile weight issues, the 
World Health Organization 
has issued its first compre-
hensive international guide-
lines, firmly prioritizing 
structured lifestyle interven-
tions over popular weight-
loss medications for chil-
dren and adolescents.

According to recent data 
cited by UNICEF, child-
hood obesity has overtaken 
undernourishment to be-
come the most prevalent 
form of malnutrition for 
school-aged youth world-
wide, with approximately 
170 million children and 
adolescents living with 
obesity in 2024.

Under the updated guide-
lines, the health agency 
strongly advises against 
pharmaceutical treatments, 
medical devices, or bariat-
ric surgery for children un-
der the age of 10, citing 
insufficient long-term safe-
ty data. For adolescents 
aged 10 to 19, approved 
anti-obesity medications—
including breakthrough 
GLP‑1 receptor agonists—
should only be considered 
as a secondary option 
when supervised lifestyle 
programs fail to yield 
results.

 Similarly,  invasive 
weight-loss surgeries are 
strictly restricted to physi-
cally and mentally mature 
teenagers dealing with se-
vere clinical obesity after 
exhausting conventional 
treatments.

Medical experts note that 
while blockbuster drugs like 
Wegovy and Saxenda have 
seen rapidly growing usage 
among younger demograph-
ics in certain Western na-
tions, long-term safety eval-
uations for pediatric popula-
tions remain limited.

ATHENS

Cementing a robust bilateral 
partnership against an evolv-
ing landscape of international 
instability, United States and 
Greek authorities have an-
nounced a sweeping frame-
work to expand law enforce-
ment cooperation and counter 
emerging transnational secu-
rity threats.

During an official diplomat-
ic visit to the Greek capital, 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio met with Hellenic For-
eign Minister George Gerape-
tritis to formally launch the 
sixth round of the bilateral 
Strategic Dialogue.

Addressing reporters at the 
Greek Foreign Ministry, Sec-
retary Rubio underscored 
Greece’s pivotal role as a re-
liable NATO ally, noting that 
the country’s strategic geo-
graphical crossroads expose 
it uniquely to regional vulner-
abilities, including mass mi-
gration pressures and transna-

tional human trafficking net-
works.

Foreign Minister Gerapetri-
tis reiterated Athens’ willing-
ness to extend practical coop-
eration to Washington by of-
fering maritime support with-
in the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz, contingent upon the 
emergence of a viable and 
sustainable regional peace 
process. Greece already com-
mands respect across allied 
defense circles for leading 
international naval operations 
to protect commercial ship-
ping lanes in the Red Sea.

KUALA LUMPUR

Myanmar’s military-backed 
leader, Min Aung Hlaing, 
touched down in Malaysia for 
a high-profile two-day offi-
cial visit, marking a signifi-
cant shift as the once-isolated 
general seeks international 
legitimacy.

The visit comes as Malay-
sian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim pursues direct en-
gagement with Naypyitaw, bal-
ancing domestic political pres-
sures against mounting human-
itarian concerns. Central to the 
bilateral discussions is the con-
tentious repatriation of thou-
sands of undocumented Myan-
mar nationals currently resid-
ing in Malaysia. While Kuala 
Lumpur insists the returns are 
conducted on a voluntary basis 

and maintains that assurances 
have been given regarding re-
turnee safety, the United Na-
tions and human rights organi-
zations have strongly criticized 
the initiative, warning that de-
portees face grave dangers 
amid the ongoing civil war.

Myanmar has remained 
deeply fractured since the 
2021 military coup led by Min 
Aung Hlaing, a conflict that 
has triggered widespread dis-
placement and a severe hu-
manitarian crisis. Although 
regional bodies like the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions have previously frozen 
top-level invitations over im-
plementation failures regard-
ing peace roadmaps, individual 
member states have increas-
ingly  resumed bi la tera l 
interactions.

Human rights advocates ar-
gue that hosting the Myanmar 
leader offers tacit diplomatic 
recognition despite ongoing 
violence, including recent 
deadly airstrikes. However, an-
alysts note that domestic public 
sentiment in Malaysia—shift-
ing significantly following 
waves of online anti-migrant 
rhetoric—has left Prime Minis-

ter Anwar eager to secure co-
operation on refugee returns. 
As bilateral talks continue in 
Putrajaya, the visit underscores 
the complex diplomatic trade-
offs confronting Southeast 
Asian leaders as they grapple 
with protracted regional 
instability.

Pacific climate 
fund receives new 

boost
NADI

Several nations pledged 15 
million dollars toward a 
special fund for climate 

resilience in Pacific islands. 
Leaders meeting in Fiji 

emphasized that rising sea 
levels pose an urgent threat 

to their communities. The 
recent donations bring the 

total pool to nearly 200 
million dollars. However, 
this amount remains far 
below the ambitious five 

hundred million dollar goal 
set for next month. Officials 
hope international donors 
will step up support before 
the upcoming UN climate 

conference. Meanwhile, 
local projects are already 
working hard to protect 

vulnerable coastal areas.

NASA rover captures 
stunning Martian dawn

WASHINGTON
NASA’s Curiosity rover 

captured a breathtaking 
image of early morning 
sunlight on the Martian 

surface. The photograph 
reveals ancient, wind-

carved rock layers resem-
bling rugged desert land-
scapes on Earth, though 

featuring a striking orange 
sky and blue sunrise. 

Operating on Mars since 
2012, the car-sized vehicle 

is currently climbing the 
three-mile-tall Mount 
Sharp. Scientists hope 

the robot will reach these 
unique geological forma-
tions by next year to study 
the planet’s past climate. 
The ongoing mission con-
tinues to explore whether 
ancient conditions could 

have once supported 
microbial life on our 
neighboring world.

French, 
Japanese 

researchers win 
Chemistry Nobel

STOCKHOLM
French scientist Henri 
Kagan and Japanese 

researcher Kenso Soai won 
the 2026 Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry. The duo solved 
a century-old mystery 
regarding asymmetric 

“mirror image” molecules 
and how living organisms 

rely exclusively on one ver-
sion. Their breakthrough 

provides essential tools for 
manufacturing safe phar-
maceuticals, preventing 

dangerous side effects like 
those seen in past drug 

scandals. The prestigious 
prize includes a shared 

financial award of twelve 
million Swedish crowns. 

Both laureates will receive 
their medals from the King 
of Sweden during a formal 

ceremony in December.

Russia defends 
handling of Siberian 

lab worker’s death
MOSCOW

Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov asserted 

that Russian health 
authorities strictly 

adhered to established 
international protocols by 

properly informing the 
World Health 

Organization regarding 
the recent death of a lab-

oratory employee at a 
Siberian anti-plague 

research facility.
The 28-year-old labora-

tory technician, identified 
in regional reports as 
Darya Shipilova, fell 

acutely ill after becoming 
unwell at the Irkutsk Anti-
Plague Research Institute 

of Siberia and the Far 
East, subsequently pass-
ing away in a hospital in 

the nearby town of 
Shelekhov. Unconfirmed 
local accounts suggested 

the worker may have 
been exposed following a 
minor laboratory accident 
involving a compromised 

test tube, touching off 
intense public anxiety 

about a possible pneu-
monic plague outbreak.

Izmir Mayor defects to 
Erdogan’s ruling party

In a stunning political earthquake, Izmir’s mayor defected to 
Erdogan’s ruling party, handing secular opponents a devastating blow.

3 years on: Israel, 
Gaza mark October 7 

anniversary

Key political developments
Secular Heartland

Izmir is Turkey’s third-largest city and has traditionally remained an 
unyielding stronghold for the secular opposition.

First-Time Control
The conservative AKP has historically never managed to win the Izmir 
metropolitan municipality at the ballot box.

Prior Resignation
Tugay previously left the CHP in June following a contentious court ruling 
that annulled party leadership titles.

Broader Crackdown
The move coincides with a wider government crackdown that has left 
dozens of opposition mayors jailed awaiting trial.

3 YEARS ON

OCT 7
2023

Houthis strike Aden 
airport escalating 

Yemen conflict

US and Greece 
launch joint 

security framework

WHO prioritizes 
lifestyle over 

GLP‑1s for youth

“We’re proud to 
announce a new 

memorandum of 
understanding 
establishing a joint 
security program to 
strengthen 
counterterrorism 
information sharing.”

— Marco Rubio
The World Health 
Organization’s new 
guidelines prioritize 
structured lifestyle 
interventions over 
weight-loss 
medications for 
children, urging diet 
and family support as 
primary defenses.

Myanmar’s Prez visits 
Malaysia amid regional friction

North Korea warns US 
over Taiwan, backs Russia

MYANMAR’S SHADOWY DIPLOMACY

SEOUL

North Korea launched a sharp 
diplomatic rebuke against the 
United States, strongly con-
demning Washington’s ongo-
ing military assistance and 
arms sales to Taiwan.

State-run media agency 
KCNA published a commen-
tary featuring international 
affairs analyst Kim Myong 
Chol, which accused Ameri-
can policy makers of inten-
tionally stoking instability 
and fueling dangerous friction 
across the Taiwan Strait. 
Pyongyang specifically took 
aim at the recent delivery of 
US-manufactured fighter air-
craft to Taipei, warning Wash-
ington that it should carefully 
evaluate the severe geopoliti-
cal consequences of entering 
a direct confrontation with 
Beijing. The strongly worded 
statement underscores Pyong-

yang’s increasingly tight 
alignment with China on core 
sovereignty issues, following 
leader Kim Jong Un’s reaffir-
mation of the “One China” 
principle during a high-pro-
file summit with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping.

Concurrently, North Korean 
leadership reiterated its un-
wavering diplomatic and ma-
terial support for Moscow. 
Expressing full confidence in 
the Kremlin’s objectives, Kim 
described Russia’s ongoing 
military campaign as a sacred 
defense of its territorial integ-
rity and national sovereignty 
that would ultimately culmi-
nate in absolute victory.

Western intelligence and 
defense analysts note that 
Pyongyang’s synchronized 
messaging highlights a deep-
ening trilateral axis between 
North Korea, China, and 
Russia.

Min Aung Hlaing
Myanmar’s military-backed leader

The crisis in figures

10,000
DEPORTED 
SINCE 
JANUARY

193,000
REFUGEES 
AND 
ASYLUM 
SEEKERS

100,000 LIVES LOST 
(ESTIMATE)

3.5m+ DISPLACED 
SINCE 2021
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Messi bids farewell to 
Argentina after 21 years

In a glittering farewell at Monumental stadium, Lionel 
Messi orchestrated a magical three-nil victory over Benin.

BUENOS AIRES

Soccer legend Lionel Messi closed 
the final chapter of his incredible 21-
year international journey. Playing 
inside a packed Monumental stadi-
um, the veteran captain delivered 
one last magical performance, scor-
ing a goal and providing two assists 
to lead Argentina to a comfortable 
three-nil victory over Benin.

More than eighty-five thousand 
adoring fans filled the venue to hon-
or the national hero. Iconic land-
marks across the capital glowed in 
bright sky blue and white, while cel-
ebratory fireworks lit up the evening 
sky. Before kickoff, visiting players 
and teammates offered warm trib-
utes, reflecting the deep admiration 
the sports world holds for the iconic 
playmaker.

The match remained scoreless 
through the first half before Messi 
took complete control of the pitch. 
He first set up longtime teammate 
Nicolas Otamendi for the opening 
strike. Shortly after, Messi delivered 
a precise pass to rising talent Nico 

Paz to double the lead. Fittingly, the 
39-year-old superstar capped off his 
fairytale evening in the 71st minute 
by converting a penalty kick, secur-
ing his 126 international goal.

When the final whistle blew, 
teammates and officials rushed to 
embrace the departing legend. Hold-
ing back tears, Messi addressed the 

emotional crowd. He ex-
pressed profound gratitude 
for wearing the national 
jersey for over two de-
cades, admitting that step-
ping away from the squad 
will be deeply painful. His 
family watched proudly 
from the stands alongside 
former World Cup cham-
pions.

Messi departs as his 
nation's most-capped 
player with 208 appear-
ances and remains its 
all-time leading scorer. 
His storied career 
transformed years of 
intense pressure and heart-
break into unforgettable tri-
umphs, including glorious 
World Cup and Copa America 
victories. On this unforgetta-
ble night, Argentina did not 
just celebrate a resounding 
friendly win; the entire nation 
came together to say a heartfelt 
thank you to its greatest sporting 
icon.

Arsenal secures Arteta on 
long-term deal until 2030

LONDON

Exciting news is buzzing 
around the football world to-
day. Mikel Arteta, the brilliant 
manager of Arsenal, has offi-
cially signed a brand-new 
contract that will keep him at 
the club until June 2030. 
This is a huge moment for 
all the fans who bleed red 
and white. Just last season, 
Arteta led the team to win 
their very first Premier 
League title in 22 long years. 
That unforgettable victory 
brought tears of joy to sup-
porters all over the globe and 
proved that hard work truly 
pays off.

When Arteta first arrived 
at the club back in 2019, 
many people doubted him. It 
was his very first full-time 
job as a manager, and the 
team was struggling to find 
its identity. Critics wondered 
if he was ready for such a 
massive challenge. But Arte-
ta rolled up his sleeves, 
trusted his gut, and began 

building a strong culture 
based on unity and high stan-
dards. Slowly but surely, he 
turned things around. He 
brought Arsenal back into 
the prestigious Champions 
League after a painful six-
year absence, showing ev-
eryone that the club be-
longed among the elite teams 
in Europe.

Even back in his very first 
season as manager, Arteta 
showed his winning mental-
ity by lifting the FA Cup. He 
has always understood what 
the club means to the fans 
because he used to play for 
them on the pitch. That deep 
connection helps him lead 

with passion and understand-
ing every single day.

Speaking about his big ex-
tension, a smiling Arteta 
shared his thoughts with the 
press. He talked about how 
much it means to him and his 
family. He said it is a true 
privilege to commit his fu-
ture to the club and keep 
working with such amazing 
people who always want the 
best for Arsenal. He added 
that the club is completely 
unique, from its special char-
acter to the way it makes 
people feel inside, and he 
feels deeply lucky that their 
shared journey will continue 
for many years to come.

Arsenal manager Mikel 
Arteta has signed a 
contract extension 

until 2030, committing 
his long-term future 

after leading the 
Gunners to a historic 
Premier League title.

BEIJING

American tennis star Coco Gauff crashed out of the China 
Open after suffering a tough straight-sets defeat against Bel-
gium's Elise Mertens. The third seed lost 6-3, 6-3 in the round 
of 16, wrapping up a very difficult and emotional week for 
the young champion. Gauff admitted to reporters after the 
match that the previous couple of days had felt extremely 

draining both mentally and physically.
Just a short time ago, the talented 22-year-old 
revealed she had faced a massive wave of nas-
ty online abuse. Following a controversial 
match where a replayed point sparked an 
i n - tense internet backlash, she re-

ceived an unbelievable amount 
of hateful messages on social 
media. When asked how she 
coped with the noise over the 
last thirty-hours, Gauff kept it 
honest. She explained that she 
simply turned off her phone 
and tried to move on because 
there was nothing else she 
could do to fix it.

The heavy emotional toll 
clearly carried over onto the 
tennis court. Even though 

Gauff had beaten Mertens in 
all five of their previous encounters, she 
struggled to find any rhythm this time. Her 
game unravelled quickly as she committed 
a staggering thirty-four unforced errors, 

including eight costly double faults, 
during their 78-minute battle. At one 

point while trailing in the second 
set, a visibly exhausted Gauff 
told her coaching team that she 
had zero energy left and felt 

like she might pass out right there 
on the court.

Meanwhile, Mertens played a 
very smart match. She capitalized 
on every big point and kept the 
pressure high, securing a brilliant 
victory to reach her first-ever 
quarter-final in Beijing.  

It has been kind of 
draining, says Gauff

Iga Swiatek 
powers into 
China Open 

quarters
BEIJING

Tennis star Iga Swiatek put on 
a brilliant masterclass, defeat-
ing American teenager Iva 
Jovic in straight sets. The for-
mer world number one se-
cured a dominant 6-1, 6-3 
victory to march smoothly 
into the quarter-finals of the 
China Open. Taking just over 
an hour and a half on court, 
the Polish champion proved 
too strong for the eighteen-
year-old, ending her impres-
sive six-match winning 
streak. 

The match started with 
Swiatek in total control. She 
raced ahead by winning the 
first five games back-to-back. 
Jovic finally managed to get 
on the scoreboard after saving 
multiple set points, but Swi-
atek stayed calm and quickly 
closed out the opening set.

However, the young Amer-
ican refused to back down 
easily. Coming in with great 
momentum after winning a 
title in Guadalajara last 
month, Jovic raised her inten-
sity in the second set. She 
started finding much deeper 
groundstrokes and even 
fought back to take a surpris-
ing 3-2 lead, leaving fans on 
the edge of their seats. 

Just when the momentum 
seemed to shift, Swiatek 
showed her championship 
pedigree. The experienced 
star shifted gears right when it 
mattered most, breaking her 
opponent's serve twice in a 
row to regain control and fin-
ish off the match. 

With this solid win under 
her belt, Swiatek moves deep-
er into the hard-court tourna-
ment and now looks ahead to 
a tough next round. She will 
face Elise Mertens, ready to 
give her absolute best as she 
continues her hunt for another 
major trophy in Beijing.

PV Sindhu 
advances 
at Arctic 

Open
VANTAA

Badminton star PV Sindhu made a 
brilliant and winning return to the 
court at the Arctic Open in Finland. 
The experienced Indian player 
breezes past Canada's Wen Yu 
Zhang in straight games to book her 
spot in the next round. It took the 
two-time Olympic medallist just 28 
minutes to wrap up a dominant vic-
tory with scores of 21-8 and 21-11. 
Sindhu controlled the pace from the 
very first minute, leaving her quali-
fier opponent with no chance to set-
tle. She will now face Japan's Riko 
Gunji in the second round.

While Sindhu sailed through with 
ease, the rest of the Indian women's 
singles contingent faced a very dif-
ficult opening day packed with 
heartbreaking losses. Unnati Hooda 
fought hard against China's Han Qi-
anxi in a thrilling three-game battle. 
After bouncing back to win the sec-
ond game, Hooda came within just 
two points of a famous comeback 
before falling 24-22 in a tense de-
cider that lasted nearly seventy min-
utes.

Ashmita Chaliha also showed in-

credible fighting spirit against sev-
enth seed Line Christophersen. After 
losing the first game badly, Chaliha 
stormed back to take the second, only 
to suffer a narrow 26-24 defeat in the 
third. Malvika Bansod and Isharani 
Baruah also exited the tournament 
after tough losses against strong in-
ternational opponents. However, 
young talent Tanvi Sharma brought 
some cheer to the camp by defeating 
Chiu Pin-Chian in straight games to 
join Sindhu in the next round.

Meanwhile, the men's qualifiers 
brought better news for the Indian 
contingent. Tharun Mannepalli and 
Rounak Chouhan both fought their 
way through intense three-game 
matches to secure well-earned spots 
in the main draw. They will join sea-
soned campaigners like Kidambi 
Srikanth and HS Prannoy. As the 
BWF World Tour resumes following 
the recent Asian Games break, the 
remaining players will look to shake 
off these early setbacks and build 
momentum on the international cir-
cuit. Fans hope for stronger perfor-
mances in the upcoming matches as 
the tournament heats up across all 
categories.

Can Ronaldo and Jesus 
repair their relationship?
LISBON

Cristiano Ronaldo has spoken out about his sud-
den departure from the Portugal national team 
camp. The legendary 41-year-old forward recent-
ly released a detailed statement accusing nation-
al team coach Jorge Jesus of breaking his word 
on two separate occasions. The dramatic dis-
pute began last week ahead of Portugal's 
matches, sparking a huge talking point across 
the global football community and leaving fans 
completely shocked by the unexpected fallout.

According to Ronaldo, the trouble started 
over a fitness management plan that both 
men had originally agreed upon. The 
star player stated that the coach prom-
ised he would sit out the games 
against Norway and Denmark to rest 
his body. However, things changed 
drastically on the day of the Nor-
way match when Jesus suddenly 
told him he would need to warm 
up and play for thirty minutes. 
Ronaldo followed instructions, 
warming up from halftime on-
wards while watching the clock 
run down, but the coach ultimate-
ly never substituted him into the 
match.

The veteran striker felt deeply let 
down, describing that moment as 
the first time the coach broke his 
promise. Following this incident, a 
private meeting took place with the club 
sporting director present. They supposed-
ly created an eight-point written agree-
ment stating that Ronaldo never demanded 
playing time and that making him warm up 
without playing was a mistake. They 
agreed the coach would clarify this at his 
next press conference.

Unfortunately, Ronaldo claimed that the 
public remarks made by Jesus bore no resem-
blance to their private agreement. Feeling be-
trayed for a second time, the captain decided to 
pack his bags and leave the training camp early 
to avoid any further frustration. 

Carey highlights quality of 
Bangladesh spin attack

BRISBANE

Australian cricket star Nicola 
Carey has warned her team-
mates not to take Bangladesh 
lightly. As the squad prepares 
for an upcoming three-match 
ODI series kicking off this 
week, Carey pointed out that 
their upcoming opponents 
boast a very talented spin 
bowling attack. Even though 
both teams do not cross paths 
on the cricket pitch very of-
ten, Australia is fully expect-
ing a tough and highly com-
petitive battle at Allan Bor-
der Field. 

The home side enters this 
series dealing with a few no-
table injury setbacks. Austra-
lia will be missing their regu-
lar captain Sophie Molineux, 
alongside fast-bowling op-
tions Lucy Hamilton and Dar-
cie Brown. Despite these 
changes, the squad remains in 
high spirits and full of confi-

dence following their recent 
success. Carey noted that the 
group has spent plenty of time 
focusing inwardly on their 
own game plans and the spe-
cific style of cricket they want 
to execute out on the field.

This historic assignment 
marks Bangladesh's very first 
bilateral tour to Australia. In 
their previous 50-over World 
Cup meeting last year, Austra-
lia secured a dominant 
10-wicket win, but the global 
standards of women's cricket 
have been rising every single 
year. Leg-spinner Alana King 
also spoke to reporters, em-
phasizing that the leadership 
group has encouraged com-
plete tactical freedom and full 
accountability across all for-
mats.

Fresh off an unbeaten run to 
claim the T20 World Cup title 
earlier this year, the Austra-
lian team is eager to maintain 
their winning momentum.

Harry Kane shines as England beats Czechs
LONDON

Football fans witnessed an 
action-packed night of Na-
tions League matches as 
world champions Spain 
mounted a brilliant comeback 
to defeat Croatia 2-1. Mean-
while, England cruised to a 
comfortable 3-0 victory over 
the Czech Republic, high-
lighted by a historic and un-
forgettable performance from 
their captain, Harry Kane.

In Split, Croatia threatened 
a major upset when veteran 
player Ivan Perisic headed 
home a precise shot in the 
17th minute to give the home 
side an early lead. However, 
Spain refused to give up. Sub-
stitute Mikel Merino stepped 
up to equalize in the 61st min-
ute with a sharp left-footed 
strike. Croatia's chances took 
a serious blow when Perisic 

received a 2nd yellow card 
and was sent off late in the 
game. Taking full advantage 
of the extra man, Merino 
scored his second goal in the 
final minutes to complete the 
comeback. This hard-fought 
victory extends Spain's in-
credible unbeaten run to 42 
matches and seals their place 
in the quarter-finals.

Over at Wembley Stadium, 
England put on a dominant 
display against the Czech Re-
public. The breakthrough 
came when Vladimir Coufal 
accidentally turned the ball 
into his own net following a 
cross from Kane. The night 
belonged entirely to the En-
glish captain, who celebrated 
his milestone 125th cap by 

equaling the legendary Peter 
Shilton's all-time national ap-
pearance record. Kane added 
a second goal right before 
halftime with a clinical finish 
and sealed his brace with a 
powerful header in the 57th 
minute.

England manager praised 
his squad for maintaining 
high energy and focus 
through a demanding stretch 
of fixtures. With these latest 
results, Spain comfortably 
leads League A3 with twelve 
points, while England sits 
right behind them with nine 
points. Both powerhouse 
teams are looking strong as 
they prepare for the final 
group stage fixtures coming 
up during the November in-
ternational break. Fans every-
where can expect more thrill-
ing football when the tourna-
ment continues.


