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PM Modi extends Deepavali
greetings to the nation

Modi said he would continue his annual tradition of celebrating Deepavali with
soldiers but did not disclose the m|l|tary station or location this year

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday extended
Deepavali greetings to people
nationwide and said he would
continue his tradition of cele-
brating the festival with In-
dia’s soldiers.

In a video message shared
on social media, Modi wished
citizens peace, prosperity and
happiness. He said the coun-
try was illuminated with
lights on the eve of the festi-
val, describing the occasion
as a reflection of the nation’s
resolve against darkness.

“My heartiest greetings to
all of you for Diwali. I wish
for peace, prosperity and hap-
piness for all of you in the
coming days,” he said. The
Prime Minister added that he
celebrated Deepavali with en-
thusiasm and would once
again mark the occasion with
the country’s soldiers.

Modi said he had been cele-
brating the festival with sol-
diers every year and would
continue the practice this time
as well. However, he did not
reveal the military station or
location where he would spend
the festival. Earlier, in a mes-
sage shared through the gov-

“My heartiest greetings
to all of you for Diwali. |
wish for peace, prosperi-

ty and happiness for all
of you in the coming days”

- Narendra Modi, PM

ernment’s Jan Sampark Portal,
Modi described Deepavali as a
celebration of the victory of
light over darkness, goodness
over evil and hope over despair.

He said the festival was an
opportunity to cherish India’s
traditions and strengthen
bonds of togetherness. He

hoped it would inspire people
to spread kindness, embrace
positivity and work towards a
brighter future.

The Prime Minister urged
citizens to move ahead with
renewed energy and determi-
nation to build a prosperous
and developed India, often
referred to as ‘Viksit Bharat’.

On Saturday, Modi also vis-
ited Uprashtrapati Bhawan in
New Delhi and exchanged
Deepavali greetings with
Vice-President C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan. He was seen per-

President Murmu extends
Diwali greetings to citizens

President Droupadi Murmu on Satur-
day extended Diwali greetings to citi-
zens on the eve of the festival. Recall-
ing Lord Shri Ram’s return to Ayodhya
after defeating Ravana, she high-
lighted the significance of lighting
lamps. She expressed hope that pa-
triotic youth, guided by Indian values,
would contribute enthusiastically to-
wards building a developed India
(Viksit Bharat).

Ram Temple symbol of
Hindu self-respect: VP

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan ex-
tended Diwali greetings during his vis-
it to Ayodhya on Saturday and praised
the Ram temple as a symbol of Hindu
self-respect. Describing Lord Ram as
an embodiment of Dharma, compas-
sion and righteousness, he praised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath for following Ram's ideals and
promoting Ayodhya's development.

forming aarti during the visit.

Deepavali, the main festival
day, falls on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, this year. Modi’s an-
nouncement came before cel-
ebrations, while the location of
his planned interaction with
soldiers remained undisclosed.
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Centre disputes Karnataka’s
excess ethanol claims

NEW DELHI

The Union government and
three public sector oil compa-
nies on Saturday defended the
quality of E20 petrol, reject-
ing Karnataka’s allegations
that fuel samples from certain
outlets contained ethanol lev-
els exceeding the prescribed
20 per cent limit.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas said 893
samples collected across 27
States and Union Territories
were tested by Indian Oil
Corporation (IOCL), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPCL).
All reportedly contained eth-
anol within the prescribed 19-
21 per cent range under the
Bureau of Indian Standards’
IS 17021 specification.

Of these, 56 samples col-
lected from different locations
in Karnataka also met the
standards, recording ethanol
content between 19 and 20 per
cent, with an average of 19.30
per cent, the ministry said.

The statement came after
Karnataka Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Rizwan Ar-
shad alleged that tests con-
ducted on samples collected
from seven districts had found
ethanol levels between 26 and
31.2 per cent.

The oil companies ques-
tioned the State’s October
2026 sampling and testing

procedures, saying the exer-
cise was reportedly conducted
without their representatives.
They said they had not re-
ceived the retained samples,
complete outlet-wise details
or laboratory reports needed
to verify the findings inde-
pendently.

The companies also ques-
tioned the third-party labora-
tory certificates cited by Kar-
nataka. They said the docu-
ments mentioned gas chroma-
tography but did not specify
the applicable testing stan-
dard, dilution procedure or
reference material used.

Under the Motor Spirit and
High Speed Diesel Control
Order, 2005, and Marketing
Discipline Guidelines, 2024,
six one-litre samples must be
collected during inspections.
These are distributed among
dealers, oil companies or de-
partments and designated lab-
oratories for testing.

The ministry also said
claims of large consumer loss-
es due to reduced mileage and
vehicle repairs required care-
ful examination. Citing tech-
nical studies, it said mileage

Rahul Gandhi
questions Centre
over E20 petrol

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday criticised the Centre over
E20 petrol, citing Karnataka labo-
ratory tests that allegedly found
excess ethanol in fuel samples.
Inapost on X, he called the issue
“E20 turned into 420” and
claimed 11 of 14 samples from sev-
endistricts contained over 20 per
cent ethanol. Samples from Indi-
an Oil and Hindustan Petroleum
reportedly recorded 31.2 per cent
and 30.5 per cent, respectively.
Gandhi questioned the actual
ethanol content sold nationwide
and demanded action against
companies. However, three pub-
lic-sector oil companies disputed
the findings, saying their E20 fuel
complied with prescribed BIS
standards and questioning the
sampling and testing procedures.

reduction could range from
one to two per cent for
E20-compatible vehicles and
three to six per cent for others.

The oil companies have
sought complete documenta-
tion from Karnataka and pro-
posed joint sampling and in-
dependent testing at autho-
rised laboratories to resolve
the dispute.

The conflicting findings
have raised questions about
fuel quality monitoring and
the need for transparent, joint-
ly verifiable testing.
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KEA announces PG
medical seat

allotment
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority has an-
nounced the first round

of seat allotment results

for postgraduate medical

courses, assigning 3,268

out of 4,388 total availa-
ble seats. Executive Di-

rector H. Prasanna stated
that candidates allotted
seats must exercise their
choice and pay required
fees by November 11,
with fee payment dead-
lines extending to No-
vember 12. Students opt-
ing for Choice-1 must
submit original docu-
ments at the KEA office
by November 13 and re-
port to their assigned

colleges by November 14.

This crucial schedule en-
sures successful appli-

cants complete their ad-
missions smoothly be-

fore upcoming academic
deadlines.

Court allows
physiotherapy for

incarcerated actor
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Bengaluru court has
granted permission for
jailed actor Darshan to re-
ceive medical physiother-
apy inside Parappana
Agrahara Prison following
a recurrence of chronic
back pain. Facing intensi-
fying discomfort as winter
approached, his legal
counsel filed a formal ap-
plication after jail authori-
ties required judicial ap-
proval. While prosecutors
raised concerns regarding
past medical claims
made during earlier bail
proceedings, the special
court cleared the arrange-
ment. Darshan, currently
incarcerated in connec-
tion with the Renukas-
wamy murder case, will
now receive prescribed
physiotherapy treatments
directly within the prison
premises under medical
supervision.

Suspect arrested for

elderly woman’s murder
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A suspect has been taken
into police custody fol-
lowing the brutal murder
of a 65-year-old home-
less woman in Konasan-
dra. The victim, Narayan-
amma, was targeted for
her money and a gold ring
while sitting near a local
temple. Although the inci-
dent was initially filed as
anunnatural death, a
subsequent post-mortem
report confirmed severe
rib injuries and homicide,
alongside the missing
ring. Kengeri police inten-
sified their investigation
after discovering the
crime and are currently
interrogating the arrested
individual to uncover full
details surrounding the
tragic robbery and as-
sault.

HDK and Kharge clash over KPSC

Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy hit back at Priyank Kharge, accusing
the government of persistent KPSC recruitment irregularities.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Escalating political hostilities
frequently manifest in fierce
verbal skirmishes between
prominent state and central
leaders, bringing underlying
administrative controversies,
recruitment scandals, and eco-
nomic debates to the fore-
front. A fresh round of politi-
cal friction has erupted in
Karnataka as Union Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy launched
a scathing personal and polit-
ical counter-attack against
State Home Minister Priyank
Kharge amid an intensifying
controversy surrounding the
Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC).
Addressing party workers
and the media at J.P. Bhavan,
Union Minister Kumara-
swamy strongly criticized
Minister Kharge over ongoing
recruitment irregularities, de-
livering sharp remarks regard-
ing political rhetoric. Re-
sponding to Kharge’s prior
allegations labeling him the
“father of KPSC scandals,”
Kumaraswamy defended his
political record, asking
whether he was responsible
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A
Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy.

for irregularities in Assistant
Executive Engineer (AEE) or
veterinary officer examina-
tions. He pointed out that the
KPSC scandal only surfaced
because of Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) raids and ques-
tioned how accused officials
like Gyanendra were shel-
tered.

The controversy has deep-
ened with the state govern-
ment transferring recruitment
responsibilities from the
KPSC to the Karnataka Ex-
aminations Authority (KEA).
However, Kumaraswamy
contended that systemic scan-
dals and financial irregulari-
ties persist, citing past inves-
tigative findings by the Desh-

pande committee and calling
for recruitment examinations
to be postponed until trans-
parency is ensured. Further-
more, dismissing a political
challenge from Kharge re-
garding electoral seat counts,
Kumaraswamy retorted that
the JD(S) had previously se-
cured the Chief Minister’s
office with modest seat
shares.

Economic management
Beyond recruitment disputes,
Kumaraswamy criticized the

ments of financial assistance
for farmers are frequently
timed to deflect public back-
lash over rising utility costs
and bus fare hikes. He also
touched upon ethanol fuel
blending standards and re-
gional contract allocations,
asserting that public works
should prioritize local con-
tractors. As political tensions
continue to surge across the
state, the ongoing war of
words underscores deepening
fault lines between the ruling
administration and opposition

Economic critiques, farmers and ethanol blending

Diversionary tactics

Kumaraswamy alleged that the state government’s recent announcement
of 2,500 payments to farmers was a calculated move to deflect public
anger over surging bus fare hikes and failure in crop insurance delivery.

Medical colleges

Countering claims regarding four new medical colleges in Bengaluru South
(including Rajiv Gandhi Medical College), Kumaraswamy asserted that
approvals were cleared during his tenure as Chief Minister.

Ethanol blending

Addressing fuel debates, Kumaraswamy clarified that Karnataka'’s fuel
reflects local blending practices rather than standard national rates, noting
that while the Central government targets 100% future compatibility,

current blending stands at 20%.

state’s economic manage-
ment, alleging that announce-

leaders ahead of upcoming
legislative cycles.

ITC Mission Sunehra Kal boosts Yelahanka’s water security

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rural neighborhoods around
Bengaluru are finally finding
relief from dry taps and worn-
out community buildings,
thanks to a fresh push for lo-
cal resourcefulness. Leaders
from local councils joined
corporate teams on November
5 to unveil three distinct com-
munity projects across Huna-
samaranahalli, Meena Kunte
Hosur, and Doddajala. These
efforts, backed by ITC’s Mis-
sion Sunehra Kal alongside
community groups like Bi-
ome and MYRADA, focus on
repairing century-old water
sources and upgrading local
spaces for children.

In Hunasamaranahalli, the
local Indira Canteen has trad-
ed its heavy dependence on
expensive water tankers for a
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smarter rooftop rainwater har-
vesting setup. Town officials
and project managers gath-
ered to open the new system,
which channels rain straight
into recharge wells and shal-
low borewells. Instead of
draining municipal budgets
on truckloads of water, the
neighborhood is steadily turn-
ing toward self-reliance.

Just down the road in Mee-
na Kunte Hosur, local fami-

ndira Canteenin Hunasamaranahalli, one of the thrée projects.
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lies are celebrating a com-
pletely transformed Anganwa-
di center. The upgraded facil-
ity now features clean drink-
ing water stations, child-safe
toilets, and educational wall
paintings designed to spark
curiosity in young minds. Lo-
cal child development officers
praised the ongoing corporate
partnership, which has al-
ready helped revamp nearly
two dozen similar centers

across the taluk to give tod-
dlers a healthier, safer start.

Meanwhile, history got a
second chance in Doddajala,
where residents dusted off a
hundred-year-old open well
known locally as Kudiyo Nee-
ru Baavi. Once abandoned and
clogged, the vintage stone well
has been cleaned and restored
to working order. It now
serves as a reliable neighbor-
hood backup for daily chores
while feeding fresh water back
into the local aquifer.

Organizers noted that these
neighborhood transformations
highlight what happens when
village panchayats and corpo-
rate initiatives pull together.
By mixing modern conserva-
tion with deep-rooted heri-
tage, these communities are
quietly building a more resil-
ient future.

ITIT Bangalore students

develop

Al tool

‘Nyaya Sethu’

llIT-Bangalore students developed ‘Nyaya Sethu’, an
Al platform that analyzes judicial data to
recommend cases for alternative dispute resolution,
easing India’s massive backlog.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The integration of artificial
intelligence into public ad-
ministration and legal frame-
works marks a transformative
leap forward in addressing
India’s immense judicial
backlog. Developed by a tal-
ented student team at the In-
ternational Institute of Infor-
mation Technology, Bangalore
(IIITB) comprising Harshit
Khattar, Aarush Gupta, Ut-
karsh Gupta, and Adarsh
Singh, the ‘Nyaya Sethu’
(Bridge to Justice) platform
addresses the structural bottle-
necks of the country’s court
system.

India’s judicial system fac-
es an unprecedented adminis-
trative challenge, with district
and subordinate courts cur-
rently managing a massive
backlog exceeding 50 million
(5 crore) pending cases. Tra-
ditional litigation often traps

The team

Harshit Khattar, Aarush
Gupta, Utkarsh Gupta and
Adarsh Singh of IlIIT
Bangalore. Nyaya Sethu
won in the Inclusive
Innovation for Bharat
category of the Ideas for
India Innovation Challenge
2026.

ordinary citizens in protract-
ed, multi-year trial cycles for
disputes that could otherwise
be resolved amicably.
‘Nyaya Sethu’ was engi-
neered to serve as an intelli-
gent, data-driven bridge con-
necting citizens to alternative
dispute resolution (ADR)
mechanisms such as media-
tion, conciliation, and Lok
Adalats. Rather than merely
quantifying pending files, the
Al system parses vast, com-
plex judicial datasets to flag
cases structurally suited for

out-of-court settlements. Cru-
cially, the tool analyzes indi-
vidual case parameters, factu-
al matrices, and legal require-
ments, subsequently generat-
ing detailed analytical ratio-
nales explaining why specific
disputes are prime candidates
for early negotiation.

Large-scale legal data
Building the platform re-
quired extensive handling and
cleaning of large-scale public
legal data. Reflecting on the
development process, team
member Utkarsh Gupta noted
that the project provided prac-
tical experience in scaling
machine learning models to
solve massive civic hurdles.
The ingenuity and social

Scrore

cases pending in district and
subordinate courts

impact of the tool earned the
student team a prestigious
award under the ‘Inclusive
Innovation for Bharat’ catego-
ry at the ‘Ideas for India Inno-
vation Challenge 2026°.

Legal tech experts and de-
velopers have underscored an
essential boundary regarding
the tool’s deployment: ‘Nyaya
Sethu’ functions strictly as a
decision-support system. It
holds no statutory judicial au-
thority. The power to evaluate
recommendations, review un-
derlying facts, and officially
refer cases for mediation or
Lok Adalat proceedings re-
mains exclusively vested in
designated judicial commit-
tees, legal service authorities,
and the courts. By operating
as an auxiliary intelligence
layer, the tool points a practi-
cal way forward toward alle-
viating institutional burdens
and accelerating the delivery
of justice across India.

Students celebrate Kannada

heritage th

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Celebrations for Karnataka
Rajyotsava took an energetic
and vibrant turn in Yelahanka
this week as local students
brought regional culture di-
rectly to the streets. Sri Chai-
tanya Techno School orga-
nized a special street dance
performance designed to high-
light the profound signifi-
cance of the local land, lan-
guage, and heritage.

Holding bright Kannada
flags aloft, participating stu-
dents captured public attention
by performing synchronized
and rhythmic dance routines
to popular regional songs. The
innovative public showcase
aimed to reflect the grandeur,
history, and deep-rooted pride
of the state, instantly trans-
forming the urban street into a
festive, Kannada-centric at-

Indian professional
honored in global
sustainability Vanguard

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A sustainability profession-
al from India has been offi-
cially inducted into the
prestigious Dual Fellowship
Vanguard during the gradu-
ation ceremony of the 2nd
Global Professional Fellow-
ship program. Honored for
completing both the Distin-
guished Professional Sus-
tainability Fellowship and
the Professional Sustain-
ability Fellowship, the re-
cipient expressed profound
gratitude to leaders includ-
ing Dr. Wesam Al Madhoun
and Ms. Michelle Thatcher.
Supported by the Global
Ambassadors of Sustain-
ability and the Global
Green Chamber of Com-

merce, the international co-
hort highlighted cross-bor-
der dedication to pur-
pose-driven leadership, en-
vironmental excellence, and
sustainable global develop-
ment initiatives.
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Students of Sri Chaitanya Techno
School performin Yelahanka.

mosphere.

Delighted by the spirited
displays, onlookers gathered
in large numbers to cheer, ap-
plaud, and capture the mo-
ments on their mobile phones.
Passersby frequently paused
their daily routines to watch
the choreography, offering
warm encouragement that sig-
nificantly boosted the morale
and enthusiasm of the young
performers.

rough street dance

Pride in the language
Organizers noted that the
unique cultural initiative
served a dual purpose: foster-
ing a strong, personal sense
of identity among the chil-
dren while raising broader
community awareness about
the state’s linguistic heritage.
Through expressive move-
ment and music, the students
powerfully conveyed the sen-
timent that Kannada rep-
resents far more than just a
means of communication; it
stands as a core cultural iden-
tity.

Conducted under the care-
ful guidance of the school
management, principal, and
faculty members, the success-
ful event added remarkable
splendor to local Rajyotsava
festivities, leaving lasting
memories for residents and
students alike.

ATTIBELE FIRECRACKER MARKET
SEES 30% SALES SLUMP

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

— T T T
GREEN
‘ CRACKERS ONLY
Every box sold carries a
scannable QR code, so buyers
‘ can check its eco-friendly ‘
credentials before leaving
the shop.

L

Diwali preparations in Karna-
taka have taken an unexpect-
ed turn this season, marked by
a notable downturn in com-
mercial activity at one of the
region’s largest seasonal retail
hubs. Traders operating out of
the bustling Attibele fire-
cracker market, situated stra-
tegically along the interstate
boundary between Bengaluru
and Hosur, report a disap-
pointing 30% drop in overall
sales figures when compared
to the corresponding period of

- —

the previous year.

This shift in consumer be-
havior coincides with strict
regulatory frameworks. In
adherence to ongoing direc-
tives issued by the National
Green Tribunal and local au-
thorities aiming to curb envi-
ronmental pollution, mer-
chants are authorized exclu-
sively to stock and distribute
certified eco-friendly or
“green” firecrackers. To
maintain compliance and con-
sumer trust, every individual
box of fireworks is equipped
with a scannable QR code,
allowing buyers to authenti-
cate the eco-friendly creden-
tials of their purchases before
leaving the shop.

Local merchants point to a
combination of meteorologi-
cal disruptions and sluggish
foot traffic as primary cata-
lysts for the market slump.

Persistent unseasonal rainfall
across the region has damp-
ened festive enthusiasm, while
consumer turnout remains
markedly lower than anticipat-
ed. These challenges persist
despite stable pricing struc-
tures and the mandatory avail-
ability of green alternatives
designed to align with ecolog-
ical safety standards.

Traditionally recognized as
a premier wholesale and retail
destination for festive shop-
pers seeking competitive pric-
es, the Attibele market cur-
rently displays a quieter atmo-
sphere than usual.

Nevertheless, business
owners maintain an optimistic
outlook, anticipating that
last-minute festive buying
trends might help recover
some of the lost revenue in
the days leading up to the
main celebrations.

_CLASH AT EVENT _

Congress, BJP leaders clash near Tin

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions in urban gov-
ernance frequently boil over
when development disputes,
constituency resource alloca-
tions, and partisan rivalries
intersect in high-profile public
settings. A dramatic political
showdown recently unfolded
in Bengaluru near the critical
transit intersection known as
the ‘Tin Factory’ close to
Whitefield, bringing local ad-
ministrative friction to a boil-
ing point in the immediate
presence of senior cabinet min-
isters.

The high-drama altercation
erupted during a high-profile
public event attended by Ben-
galuru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda. The un-
derlying catalyst for the fric-
tion centered on contentious
debates surrounding municipal

L

Congress and BJP leaders argue at the event near Tin Factory.

development projects, infra-
structural oversight, and local
constituency funds.
According to eyewitness ac-
counts and local reports, local
Congress workers and party
leaders initiated sharp verbal
volleys against the area’s op-
position Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) MLA, accusing local
representatives of failing to ex-
ecute necessary public works
effectively and neglecting civ-
ic infrastructure needs. What
began as spirited political dis-
agreement quickly spiraled
into a chaotic shouting match
as rival factions traded accusa-

tions regarding governance
failures and project delays.

Near-brawl at the venue
Despite the physical presence
of Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda, who attempted to re-
store order and manage the
volatile gathering, party work-
ers and prominent local figures
engaged in an aggressive ex-
change of words. The confron-
tation grew so heated that it
nearly escalated into a physical
brawl, forcing security person-
nel and senior leaders to inter-
vene rapidly to separate the
belligerent groups and prevent
a complete breakdown of pub-
lic order at the venue.
Incidents of this nature high-
light the immense political
pressure surrounding infra-
structure development in
fast-growing metropolitan cor-
ridors like Bengaluru East and

Factory

Whitefield. Critical arterial
junctions such as the Tin Fac-
tory area represent major bot-
tlenecks where multi-modal
transit projects, metro construc-
tion, and stormwater drainage
initiatives intersect. When civic
delays occur, local political
representatives frequently find
themselves caught in a cross-
fire between grassroots activ-
ists, municipal authorities, and
state-level ministries.

Pressure on civic
projects

Minister Krishna Byre Gow-
da’s involvement underscores
the delicate balancing act re-
quired of state administrators
who must navigate hyper-par-
tisan local disputes while at-
tempting to advance critical
urban renewal and transit proj-
ects across the Bengaluru met-
ropolitan region.
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Congress Objects To ‘Dance
Bhajan’ At BJP Convention

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

The Congress has
strongly criticised the
‘dance bhajan’ perfor-
mance by college stu-
dents at the Bharatiya

Janata Party’s (BJP)
Mangaluru division politi-
cal convention, alleging
that a sacred form of
devotional practice was
being used for political
purposes. Dakshina
Kannada District
Congress Committee
president Padmaraj R.
Poojary expressed his
objection to the perfor-
mance, stating that bha-
jans were not merely a
form of dance or art but a
sacred spiritual practice
rooted in devotion, dedi-
cation and the pursuit of
inner peace. In his state-
ment, Poojary said bha-
jans were an integral part
of the Bhakti tradition and
represented divine
Sankirtan.

Bantwal Auto Drivers Turn
Ambulance Dream Into Reality

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

In a remarkable humani-
tarian initiative, members
of the Navodaya
Autorickshaw Drivers and
Owners’ Association at
Badakabail Junction in
Kariangala village of
Bantwal have come
together to provide an
ambulance service for
people in need, particu-
larly those living in rural
areas. The initiative aims
to address the difficulties
faced by patients during
medical emergencies,
especially at night when
access to ambulances is
often delayed. Residents
of Kariangala and
Ammunije villages, many
of whom work as labour-
ers and farmers, have
been struggling to access
timely medical transpor-
tation. Located along the
highway, the villages face
challenges in reaching
hospitals during emer-
gencies.

GOVERNMENT IVF CENTRE
PLANNED AT LADY GOSCHEN

Karnataka plans a Rs 5-crore government IVF centre at Lady Goschen Hospital, while
Moodbidri Community Health Centre will receive a Rs 35-crore upgrade into a taluk hospital.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Health and Family Welfare
Minister U.T. Khader has an-
nounced plans to establish a
government-run In Vitro Fer-
tilisation (IVF) centre at Lady
Goschen Hospital in Manga-
luru at an estimated cost of
Rs 5 crore. The initiative
aims to make fertility treat-
ment more affordable and
accessible, particularly for
women from economically
weaker sections who cannot
afford expensive treatment at
private hospitals.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Circuit House in
Mangaluru, Khader said infer-

Health and Family Welfare Minister U.T. Khader at the press conference at the Circuit House in Mangaluru.

P

Costof IVF
SCHEME RATE

Rs 60,000

fixed for IVF at private hospitals

tility often causes emotional
distress, social pressure and
difficulties within families.
He noted that while financial-
ly well-off families could af-
ford IVF treatment, economi-
cally disadvantaged women
were frequently unable to
meet the expenses.

The government had earlier
fixed a rate of Rs 60,000 un-
der an existing scheme to fa-

ACTUAL COST

Rs 2-5 lakh

of treatment at private
hospitals

cilitate IVF treatment at pri-
vate hospitals. However, sev-
eral private hospitals had not
come forward to participate,
as the actual cost of treatment
ranged between Rs 2 lakh and
Rs 5 lakh.

“Many women face humil-
iation and emotional suffering
because they are unable to
conceive. While financially
well-off families can afford

Rs 5-crore IVF centre

— Rs 5 crore allocated for
proposed government IVF
centre at Lady Goschen
Hospital.

Food Safety

Officials

Inspect Surathkal
Bakeries

—

* Nilig A

Food safety officials check cakes at an
outlet in Surathkal.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

— |VF treatment to become
accessible to economically
weaker sections.

— Private IVF treatment costs
between Rs 2 lakh and Rs 5
lakh.

— Government considering
similar facilities in Bengaluru,
Hubballi and Kalaburagi.

— Moodbidri Community
Health Centre to be
upgraded at Rs 35 crore.

IVF treatment at private hos-
pitals, others are unable to
bear the expenses. Therefore,
we have decided to establish
IVF centres in government
hospitals with the support of
qualified specialists,” Khader
said.

The government is also
considering introducing IVF
facilities at selected major
centres, including Mangaluru,
Bengaluru, Hubballi and Ka-
laburagi. A team of doctors
has been constituted to assess
infrastructure, technical re-
quirements, training and staft-
ing needs. The initiative is
expected to be implemented
in phases, beginning with a
pilot programme.

Acting on the instructions of
Health and Family Welfare
Minister U.T. Khader, food
safety officials conducted in-
spections at several cake and
ice cream outlets in Surathkal
to check the use of artificial
colours and ensure compli-
ance with food safety and hy-
giene standards.

The inspection drive was
led by Dakshina Kannada
District Food Safety Desig-
nated Officer Dr. Praveen Ku-
mar C.H. The team inspected
franchise outlets selling cakes
and ice creams supplied by
cloud kitchens and centralised
cake manufacturing units op-
erating in the region.

During the inspections, of-
ficials collected samples of
cakes and sent them for labo-
ratory analysis to determine
whether artificial colours had
been used in their preparation.
The initiative aimed to identi-
fy potentially harmful ingre-
dients and ensure that food
products sold to consumers
complied with prescribed
safety standards.

Officials warned manufac-
turers against using harmful

Food safety officials
inspected cake outlets
and hotels in Surathkal,
collecting samples to
detect artificial colours
and hygiene violations.

artificial colours to improve
the appearance of cakes and
other confectionery products.
They instructed food busi-
nesses to maintain proper
quality standards, follow hy-
gienic preparation practices
and avoid adding artificial
colours while preparing
sweets.

The inspection team also
conducted surprise visits to
local hotels to examine kitch-
en cleanliness, food handling
practices and overall hygiene
conditions. Samples of raw
materials and ingredients used
in food preparation were col-
lected and forwarded for lab-
oratory testing.

During the drive, officials
identified establishments that
failed to maintain the required
hygiene standards and issued
notices directing them to ad-
dress the shortcomings.

The inspections formed part
of efforts to monitor food
quality and strengthen com-
pliance among food business-
es. Further action regarding
the collected samples will
depend on laboratory findings
and applicable food safety
regulations.

Praja Seva Programme

CH NEWS, BANTWAL

A total of 75 applications and
public grievances were re-
ceived during the taluk-level
‘Praja Seva’ programme or-
ganised at Manchi Grama
Panchayat Hall on Saturday.
Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Bantwal MLA
Rajesh Naik said that ‘Praja
Seva’ provided an effective
platform for members of the
public to bring their problems
to the attention of elected rep-
resentatives and government

officials and seek appropriate
solutions.

He emphasised that public
grievances should not remain
unresolved and must be ad-
dressed within a specified
timeframe. He instructed offi-
cials from the concerned de-
partments to review all appli-
cations received during the
programme within the stipu-
lated period and take neces-
sary steps to ensure their
prompt resolution.

Naik said such initiatives
were important in strengthen-

ing communication between
the administration and the
public, enabling officials to
understand local issues and
respond to the needs of resi-
dents.

The programme witnessed
the participation of several
district and taluk-level offi-
cials and public representa-
tives. Dakshina Kannada Dis-
trict Collector Darshan H.V.,
Bantwal Urban Development
Authority Chairman Baby
Kunder, Bantwal Taluk Guar-
antee Committee Chairperson

Receilves 75 Grievances

Jayanthi Pujari, Additional
Superintendent of Police Anil
Kumar Bhumarddi and Zilla
Panchayat Deputy Secretary
Vishwanath Mudajji were
among those present.

Nitish, Director of Social
Service for the Yuva Vahini
Central Committee, delivered
the welcome address.

The programme provided
an opportunity for residents to
submit applications and high-
light various issues requiring
administrative intervention.
With 75 grievances and appli-

Rajesh
Naik
BANTWAL MLA

Applications 75 received

Venue Manchi Grama Panchayat
Hall

Instruction Resolve public
grievances within stipulated
deadlines

cations received, the con-
cerned departments are ex-

Bantwal MLA Rajesh
Naik urged officials to
address public
grievances within
stipulated deadlines as
75 applications were
received during the
programme.

pected to examine the submis-
sions and initiate appropriate
action within the prescribed
timeframe.

Pollution Control Board Urges Eco-Friendly
Diwali Celebrations

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB), Re-
gional Office, Mangaluru, has
urged the public to celebrate
Diwali in an environmentally
friendly manner, avoiding ac-
tivities that could cause air
and noise pollution or pose
health risks.

Describing Diwali as the
festival of lights and a symbol
of happiness, celebration and
harmony, the board has ap-
pealed to citizens to follow
government guidelines and
prioritise public health and
environmental safety during
the festivities.

The board warned that ex-
cessive bursting of firecrack-
ers increases the concentra-
tion of harmful pollutants in
the atmosphere, including
particulate matter (PM10 and
PM2.5), sulphur dioxide and
nitrogen oxides. Such pollu-
tion can cause respiratory
complications, particularly
among children, senior citi-

|

The KSPCB has asked residents to burst only certified green crackers, between 8 pm

and 10 pm.

zens, pregnant women and
people suffering from breath-
ing-related illnesses.

Similarly, high-decibel fire-
crackers contribute to noise
pollution, affecting patients,
infants, elderly people and an-
imals.

The board has clarified that
the manufacture, storage,
transportation, distribution
and sale of prohibited fire-
crackers are banned across
Karnataka. It has also directed
local bodies and taluk pancha-
yat authorities to ensure strict
implementation of the pre-

scribed guidelines.

According to government
directions, only certified green
crackers should be used. Peo-
ple have been advised to
check for the authorised green
cracker logo and QR code on
packaging before purchasing
them. As per Supreme Court
directions, firecrackers can be
burst only between 8 pm and
10 pm.

The use of noisy, prohibited
and series firecrackers has
been discouraged. Bursting
crackers near hospitals, edu-
cational institutions, places of

Crackers: therules

Burst only between 8 pm
and10 pm

Certified green crackers only:
check the logo and QR code

None near hospitals, schools,
places of worship or silence
zones

Children only under adult
supervision

& Collect cracker waste
separately

worship and other silence
zones is prohibited.

The board has also advised
parents to ensure that children
burst crackers only under
adult supervision and main-
tain a safe distance. Residents
have been urged to avoid
bursting crackers in narrow
residential streets, where ac-
cidents and fires could occur,
and instead use open grounds.

Further, people have been
asked to collect firecracker
waste separately and dispose
of it scientifically as directed
by local authorities.

KONKANI NIRANTARI SANSAR

79 Children Take Part In District-Level
Kalashree Competitions

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A district-level Kalashree
competition was organised at
the Dakshina Kannada Dis-
trict Bal Bhavan in Kadri on
Saturday as part of the
2026-27 Children’s Day cele-
brations, with 79 children par-
ticipating in various competi-
tions.

The programme was jointly
organised by the State Bal
Bhavan Society, Dakshina
Kannada District Bal Bhavan
Committee and the Depart-
ment of Women and Child
Development, Dakshina Kan-
nada. Children aged between
nine and 16 years took part in
the event, which aimed to en-
courage creativity, innovation
and artistic abilities among
young participants.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Deputy Director of
the Department of Women
and Child Development, M.S.
Shreedhar, encouraged chil-
dren to participate in compe-
titions with confidence and a
positive attitude.

He said there was only a
small difference between suc-
cess and failure and urged
participants not to lose hope if
they did not win. He encour-
aged them to believe that their
next attempt could bring suc-
cess.

He also highlighted the fa-
cilities available at the Bal
Bhavan Society in Cubbon
Park and encouraged children
to make use of its pleasant
surroundings and the toy train
facility.

The competitions were con-
ducted in four categories: cre-
ative performing arts, creative
writing, scientific innovation
and creative arts. A total of 79
participants from across the
district competed in the dif-
ferent categories.

In creative performing arts,
K. Pratham Mallya secured
first place, followed by Hima-
ni in second place and Yash-
wanth in third place.

In the scientific innovation
category, Shreshta Naik V
won first place, while Prath-
vik and Manvith Kulal se-

cured second and third places
respectively.

In creative writing, Chan-
drika Ramu Chavan bagged
first place, followed by Van-
dana Basavaraj Karigar and
Ayan Pereira.

In creative arts, Ashna
Laina Pereira secured first
place, M. Vikram Shenoy fin-
ished second and Manvith
K.L. secured third place.

Prizes and certificates were
distributed to the winners,
while participation certificates
were presented to all contes-
tants. The children were con-
gratulated for their enthusi-
asm and participation.

District Programme Officer
Rashmi K.M., Shakuntala of
the District Stree Shakti Fed-
eration, competition judges
Pramod Ullal, Kiran Kumar,
Savithri M., Annapurna Bu-
chan, Vishwanath, Manjunath
Naik, Sudhir Kumar G. and
Umesh Karanth, along with
officials and staff of the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, were pres-
ent.

Konkani Singing Marathon Crosses 100 Hours

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A unique Konkani singing
marathon organised by Mandd
Sobhann in memory of late
Eric Ozario has successfully
crossed the 100-hour mile-
stone, moving closer to
achieving a place in the Guin-
ness World Records.

Titled ‘Konkani Nirantari
Sansar’, the continuous sing-
ing programme is being or-
ganised as part of the 12-day,
12-hour and 12-minute World
Konkani Music Mega Con-
vention. The marathon fea-

tures Konkani mother-tongue
speakers who are participat-
ing in the ambitious attempt
to celebrate and promote the
language through uninterrupt-
ed music.

The programme reached the
significant 100-hour mile-
stone at Town Hall in Manga-
luru, marking an important
achievement in the ongoing
musical event. Participants
and Konkani enthusiasts ex-
pressed their excitement as
the marathon continued to-
wards its record-breaking tar-
get.

To celebrate the occasion,
Konkani activists burst fire-
crackers at 10 am as the pro-
gramme completed 100 hours
of continuous singing. The
celebrations reflected the en-
thusiasm and collective spirit
surrounding the initiative,
which has brought together
members of the Konkani-
speaking community.

The marathon is being or-
ganised in remembrance of
Eric Ozario, a prominent fig-
ure associated with the pro-
motion and preservation of
Konkani language and cul-

Konkani activists burst firecrackers at Town Hall in Mangaluru as the marathon completed 100 hours.

ture. Through this initiative,
Mandd Sobhann seeks to

highlight the cultural signifi-
cance of Konkani music

while encouraging greater
participation from native

hours of
continuous
Konkani singing

speakers.

With the 100-hour mile-
stone successfully achieved,
the singing marathon is con-
tinuing its journey towards
securing recognition in the
Guinness World Records. The
ongoing programme has
emerged as a distinctive cele-
bration of Konkani musical
traditions, community partic-
ipation and linguistic identity.
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students shine
in Kabaddi
competitions

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Students of Saraswati
Vidya Mandira School
have brought pride to
Magadi by securing first
place in the taluk-level
Kabaddi competition and
second place at the dis-
trict level. Five students
have also been selected
for divisional and state-
level competitions. G.S.
Puneeth, Taluk BJP Raitha
Morcha president, felici-
tated the students and
presented personal prizes.
He also awarded 5,000
to the school’s physical
education teachers and
coaches for their guid-
ance. Puneeth praised the
students’ achievements
and encouraged them to
accept victory and defeat
equally while working
towards success at state
and national levels.

Medical waste dumping near

Magadi

Bandipur sparks outrage

Locals report trucks returning from Kerala are illegally dumping
hospital waste along the highway near Bandipur forest

CH NEWS, GUNDLUPET

The alleged illegal dumping
of medical waste brought
from Kerala along National
Highway 766 near the Gun-
dlupet border in Chamara-
janagar district has raised
serious concerns among lo-
cal residents.

Villagers fear that the
waste could pose health
risks and increase the possi-
bility of infectious diseases.

According to local resi-
dents, lorries and Eicher ve-
hicles returning from Kerala
after transporting goods are
allegedly dumping hospital
waste near a hill along the
highway passing through
the Bandipur forest region.

Activist Muneer Pasha
said the dumped waste had
created a foul smell, causing
concern among people liv-

ing nearby. Another activist,
Ashok, questioned how ve-
hicles carrying such waste
could pass through several
forest and police check-
posts without being detect-
ed. He alleged that the ille-
gal dumping continued de-
spite an earlier public inter-
vention involving a suspect-
ed vehicle.

Responding to the issue,
Karnataka Minister for For-
est, Ecology and Environ-
ment R. Ramalinga Reddy
said he would personally
inspect the Mulehole check-
post and direct officials to
take necessary action. He
assured that strict measures
would follow the inspec-
tion.

The minister also ad-
dressed other forest-related
issues, including the inci-
dent at Cauvery Wildlife

Forest Minister R. Ramalinga Reddy.

Sanctuary and repairs to an
anti-poaching camp dam-
aged in a gelatin-stick ex-
plosion. He said forest per-
sonnel should not hesitate to
perform their duties.

On illegal firearms, Red-
dy said action would be tak-
en against those possessing
unlicensed weapons after
the November | surrender
deadline. He also stated that
a decision on declaring

The dumping row

— Dumping: hospital waste
from Kerala left near
National Highway 766

— Health fears: villagers worry
about infectious diseases

— Assurance: Forest Minister R.
Ramalinga Reddy will
inspect the Mulehole
check-post

— Check-posts: activists ask
how the vehicles got past
forest and police checks

Male Mahadeshwara Wild-
life Sanctuary a tiger re-
serve would be taken after
consulting local residents.

Residents have urged au-
thorities to investigate the
medical waste dumping,
identify those responsible
and prevent further inci-
dents.

Students urged to preserve
their historical heritage

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Understanding the history, culture and traditions of ancestors is
essential to preserving heritage for future generations, said V.
Moorthachar, Education Coordinator at the Chitradurga Taluk
Block Education Officer’s office.

He was speaking after inaugurating the taluk-level ‘Prachya
Prajna’ (Heritage Awareness) competition for high school stu-
dents at Sampige Siddeshwara High School. The programme was
jointly organised by the Block Education Officer’s office and the
Department of Archaeology, Museums and Heritage, Mysuru.

@ VISVESVARAYA TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

“Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi - 590018, Karnataka

Ref.No: VTU/BGM/RE/2026-27/IFT No.84/4509 Date: 07-11-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) - (Through KPP Portal Only)

The e-Tender is invited in duplicate from eligible Tenderers,
registered Contractor, by the Registrar, Visvesvaraya
Technological University, “Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi - 18,
under standard tender document procedure K/W format
for the work of Construction of Additional Third & Fourth
Floor for Computer Labs Over Newly Constructed
Class Room Complex Building to UG / PG Courses
(including Electrification, Networking, Aluminum
Partition, Surveillance System and Air Conditioners)
at VTU, Regional Centre, Kalaburagi. Amounting to
Rs. 4,15,25,343/- (Excluding GST). Other details log on to
Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on 11-11-2026.

Sd/- Registrar

VTU, Belagavi

DIPR/Belagavi/1076/Adverto/2026-27

CAUVERY NIRAVARINIGAMA LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka under taking)
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, NO2 KABINI CANAL DIVISION,
KOLLEGAL-571440, DISTRICT: CHAMARAJANAGAR.
PHONE / FAX NO. 08224-252287 e-Mail: eeno2kcd@yahoo.co.in

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement e-Portal only)
(Two Electronic Document System: e-D1-Technical Bid and e-D2-Financial Bid)

TENDER NOTIFICATION No-08/2026-27 DATED: 03-11-2026.

Tenders have been invited through KPP e-Portal in two
tender document system as per approved standard bid doc-
ument for the works of “Rehabilitation and improvement
works to Uduthorehalla Dam under world bank aided
DRIP Phase-II programme” (Package-I) Est cost Rs.
525.83 Lakhs [Indent No-5557] from eligible contractors
registered in KPWD/CPWD.

Details of tender processing fee, EMD amount, Pre bid
meeting details, Last date for submitting and opening of ten-
der and other details can be had from KPPP e-portal web site
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.inFurther changes in this Notifica-
tion will be published in www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Further information can be obtained from this office.

Executive Engineer, (I/c)
CNNL, No2 Kabini Canal

No: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 440: 2026-27. Division, Kollegal.

Government of Karnataka

Karnataka Public Works, Department
Sirasi Division(U.K), Karnataka

Telephone: 08384- 223164 Fax: 08384- 224100.
No. PWDISR.DN/AEIIFT/ KRDCL Bridges(5054 SH Imp. 12026-27/ 2473 Date: IFT No.. 03.11.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (SHORT TERM) KW-4

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION
(1) The Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Sirasi invites tenders from
eligible tenderers, for the construction of works detailed in the Table below.
The tenderers may submit tenders for any or all of the works given in the
Table. The price tender which will be opened only if the Tenderer is found
to be qualified to execute the tendered works. The Tenderers are advised
to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 3 of the
Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for award of the contract. (26.03.2021)
(2) Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka
e-Procurement website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/eportal/index.seam
under login for Contractors: (3) Tenders must be accompanied by EMD
Declaration form Proforma attached. (4) Tenders must be electronically
submitted (on-line through internet) with in the date and time published in
e-procurement portal. The technical bid will be opened after prescribed time
and date in the eprocurement portal, in the presence of the Tenderers who
wish to attend at the Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Department,
SIRSI Division. (5) Other details can be seen in the tender documents
(Total 2 Work)
(1) Last date and time for Tender Queries/Clarifications: 11-11-2026 up to 16.00.00
(2) Last Date and Time for receipt of tenders : 12-11-2026 up to 16.00.00
(3) Date and Time for opening of Technical Bid : 13 -11-2026 @ 16.30.00
(4) Date and Time for opening of Financial Bid : 16-11-2026 @ 16.00.00
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Public work Department Division
Sirsi (Uttara Kannada)

DIPR/IKWR/KSMCA/533/26-27
dt. 06.11.2026

Diwali rush drives up Karnataka bus fares

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, GADAG

Travelling home for Diwali
has become expensive for
passengers as private bus op-
erators have sharply in-
creased ticket prices amid
rising festive demand.

The steep fare hike has
placed an additional finan-
cial burden on families
travelling from Bengaluru
and Mangaluru to North
Karnataka districts, includ-
ing Gadag, Haveri, Dhar-
wad and Bagalkot.

With several holidays co-
inciding with the festival,
thousands of passengers are
travelling to their home-
towns to celebrate with
their families. Taking ad-
vantage of the increased
demand, private bus fares
on several routes have re-
portedly increased two to
three times compared with
regular days.

According to reports pub-
lished on November 7, pas-
sengers travelling from
Bengaluru to different des-
tinations are facing signifi-
cant price increases. For
instance, fares on the Ben-

galuru—Mangaluru route
have reportedly risen from
the usual 3496-X1,157 to
21,785-%34,999. On the
Bengaluru—Hubballi route,
tickets are being sold for
%1,989-%8,000, compared
with regular fares of
2660-%1,700.

The situation has also
raised concerns among pas-
sengers travelling with their
families under the state
government’s Shakti
scheme. Introduced in June
2023, the scheme provides
eligible women and trans-
gender persons domiciled
in Karnataka with free trav-
el on specified non-luxury
government bus services
within the state. However,
male passengers are re-
quired to purchase tickets.

Passengers have also
raised concerns about addi-
tional charges on special
government bus services
during festive periods. Such
services may carry different
fares depending on the
route and bus category.

A passenger from Laksh-
meshwar said that although
the free travel facility ben-

‘ Amidst the hype of

free travel, the price
hike of festive special
buses is a testament to the
fact that giving is on one
side and taking is on the
other”

— Ashwini Bidnal (Gowdar)
efits women, families still
face considerable expenses
when male members have
to purchase tickets and pri-
vate buses charge higher
fares.

Passengers have urged
transport authorities to
monitor private bus fares
and ensure affordable travel
options during festivals.
They have also called for
greater transparency in spe-
cial bus ticket pricing.

Parameshwara rules
out renaming
Shivakumara

Swamiji

Circle

362,000 cr

estimated drought losses

%22,000cr

sought from the Centre

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister Dr G.
Parameshwara has clarified
that the name of Shivaku-
mara Swamiji Circle in Tu-
makuru will not be
changed.

He made the statement
after visiting Siddaganga
Matha and receiving the
blessings of Sri Siddalinga
Swamiji on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters,
Parameshwara said his fam-
ily had maintained a close
relationship with the Matha
for generations. He recalled
that his father and elder
brother regularly visited the
institution and said the fam-
ily continued the tradition.

Clarifying concerns over
the circle’s name, he said
there was no proposal to re-
name it. He explained that
changing the name of a
public junction required a
formal proposal from the
local civic body and ap-
proval through the pre-
scribed government pro-
cess. No such procedure
had been initiated, he said.

LED screen under test
Regarding the installation
of an LED screen at the cir-
cle, Parameshwara said
technical testing was still
underway. The inauguration
would be announced after
the technical issues were
resolved.

He said the project aimed

to bring modern technology
to cities such as Tumakuru
instead of limiting such fa-
cilities to Bengaluru. The
screen could be used for ad-
vertisements and govern-
ment announcements. Pri-
vate organisations and indi-
viduals could also use it by
paying the prescribed
charges.

Drought relief

On drought relief,
Parameshwara said Karna-
taka had suffered estimated
losses of around 362,000
crore and had sought ap-
proximately 322,000 crore
from the Centre under
NDREF guidelines. The state
had submitted three memo-
randums and was seeking
appointments with the
Prime Minister and Union
ministers to explain the sit-
uation.

He said the government
was willing to lead an
all-party delegation to Del-
hi, but would present the
state’s demands even if op-
position parties declined to
participate.

Bus fares

Responding to criticism
over the recent bus fare
hike, he said rising fuel
costs and losses faced by
transport corporations had
influenced the decision. He
added that lower petrol and
diesel prices could help re-
duce the financial burden
on transport services.

IN THE COURT OF THE HONBLE PRINCIPAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFCAT DODDABALLAPURA
C.MIS. 690 /2026
PETITIONER : 1. Sri. BYREGOWDA S|o Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 58 Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village,
Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203.
2. Smt. SOWBHAGYAMMA. Dfo Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya,
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GANGARAJU. Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, Madhure
Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 4. Smt.
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Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli
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Death Doddaballpura Taluk, Bangalore rural 561203.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Sri. BYREGOWDA SJo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 58
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, MadhureHobli,
Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 2. Smt.
SOWBHAGYAMMA. Djo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About
57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya, Bachenahatti,
Ramanagara, Karnataka - 562120. 3. Sri. GANGARAJU.
Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52 Years Residing At:

Taluk Bangalore - 561203 4. Smt. RATHNAMMA. Djo
Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48 Years Residing At:
Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post, Madhure hobli
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5. Sri. GURURAJ
S P S/o Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47 Years Residing At:
Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli Doddaballapura
Taluk Bangalore-561203 Applied for issue of Death
Certificate of petitioners mother namely smt. Jayamma
wjo late PUTTABYRAIAH was expired on 11-08-2024, for
registered the above said date and death certificate before
this Hon'ble court, any interested person or public are invited
for any objection before this Hon'ble court regarding the
above said case on 19-12-2026 at 11-00 AM, by person or
through pleader, in case of fail this Hon'ble court will heard
and determined in their absence and placing exparte.
Give under my hand and seal of this court on the 15th day
of October 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioner HEM KUMAR Advocate,
Marasandra village, Madhure hobli, doddaballapura  taluk
Bengaluru rurual district - 561203

Village, Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura,
Taluk Bangalore - 561203 4. Smt. RATHNAMMA. Djo
Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48 Years Residing At:
Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post, Madhure hobli
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5. Sri. GURURAJ
S P SJo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47 Years Residing At:
Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli Doddaballapura
Taluk Bangalore-561203 Applied for issue of Death
Certificate of petitioners father namely Sri.PUTTABYRAIAH
$S/0 late CHIKKABYRAIAH was expired on 13-08-2024,for
registered the above said date and death certificate before
this hon'ble court, any interested person or public are invited
for any objection before this hon'ble court regarding the
above said case on 19-12-2026 at 11-00 AM, by person or
through pleader, in case of fail this hon'ble court will heard
and determined in their absence and placing exparte.
Give under my hand and seal of this court on the 15th day
of October 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioner HEM KUMAR Advocate,
Marasandra village, Madhure hobli, doddaballapura  taluk
Bengaluru rurual district - 561203

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560020.

No: BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-398/2026-27 Date: 07-11-2026

SHORT TERM INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT)
(Through GoK e-Procurement Platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

BDA during office hours.

Short Term Tender is invited in invited by Bangalore
Development Authority (Indent Number: BDA/2026-27/RD/
WORK_INDENT294). Tender Schedule is as below.

Tender Schedule: 1) Date of availability of Tender
Documents in e-Portal: 07-11-2026. 2) Last Date and Time
for Submission of Tender Pre Bid Enquiries: 09-11-2026,
11.00 AM. 3) Date and Time of Tender Pre Bid Meeting:
11-11-2026, 3.00 PM. 4) Last Date and Time for Submission
of Tender: 18-11-2026, 4.00 PM. 5) Date of Opening
Technical Bid of Tender: 19-11-2026 after 4.30 PM.

Interested Contractors can view further details on
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is
requested to contact the Housing Project Division-1 of

Note: For any reason if there is delay in uploading the Tender
Documents in e-Portal, the revised / modified Tender Schedule
will only be published in e-Portal.
BDA HELPLINE: 94831 66622 (24x7).ld @BDAOfficial GoK

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Housing Project Division-1, BDA, Bengaluru.

I, Gurulinga Ambaraya S/o
Ambaraya R/o Plot No 294,
Near Railway Bridge
Naganhalli Circle,
Sharanabasaveshwar Nagar,
VTC: Gulbarga, PO: Gb Rs,
Sub District: Afzalpur,
District: Kalaburagi, State:
Karnataka-585102 have
changed my name to
Guralinga

|, PREMLATHA SAREMAL (old
name), a resident of No 3/A
Umang 5th Floor, Mahantha
Layout, Bull Temple Road Cross
KG Nagar, Bengaluru, 560019,
Karnataka, INDIA , have
changed my name to PREM
LATHA (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 07-11-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

|, MANOJ ANANDKRISH-
NA KUNDAL, S/o Anands,
resident of No 162, 4th Main
Road BCC Layout, Attiguppe,
Vijayanagar Post, Bengal-
uru-560040, have changed
my name to MANOJ A
KUNDAL, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

|, DEEPA PANDURANGA
RAO SINDIA, W/o Panduran-
ga Rao Sindia, resident of No
104 Sri Krishna Nilaya, 3rd A
Main, Vinayaka Layout Ab-
bigere,  Bengaluru-560090,
have changed my name to
DEEPA, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary

I, RAJANI TIMRAJU, W/o
Anands, resident of No 162,
4th Main Road BCC Layout,
Attiguppe, Vijayanagar Post,
Bengaluru - 560040, have
changed my name to RAJANI
ANANDS, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

I, KNAWAB, aged about
70 Years, Son of Abdul
Rehaman, Residing at
No. 3313/59, 14th Cross,
5th  Main, Near Ramesh
Babu Circle, Hampinagar,
Vijayanagar, Berngalu-
ru-560040, hereby declare
that, I have Lost Original
Absolute Sale Deed bear-
ing Documents No. 407-
2001-1,  19460-2003-04,
40647-2004-05, I could not

I, MALANANPALE as
ANANDKRISHNA VENKATARA-
MANA, Slo Venkataramanna
Mallinayana, resident of No 162,
4th Main Road BCC Layout, At-
tiguppe, Vijayanagar Post, Ben-
galuru - 560040, have changed
my name to ANANDS, Vide Af-
fidavit Dated: 07.11.2026 before
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

trace-out the same by dili-

trievably lost, subsequently
I have filed Complaint be-
fore Karnataka State Police,
Bengaluru Unit, in vide Lost
Report No0.2522075/2026,
Dated : 05/11/2026 vide Af-
fidavit dated : 07/11/2026
before Notary  V.RA-
JASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

|, FATIMA JABEEN C (old name), a
resident of NO 203, 7th Cross,
Near Foot Ball Ground, Pillanna
Garden 1st STAGE, Bangalore
North, St Thomas Town,
Bengaluru, 560084, Karnataka,
INDIA, have changed my name to
FATIMA JABEEN (NEW Name)
vide affidavit dated 07-11-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

gent efforts of search done m
by me, the same is irre-

|, SAIF ALI KHAN SHABANA
LIYAKATH ALl KHAN, Slo
Liyakath Ali Khan, resident of
No 26, 11th Cross. Somesh-
war Nagar, Jayanagar 1st
Block, Bengaluru-560011, have
changed my name to SAIF ALI
KHAN S L, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

I, NISHA SURENDRAN (old
name), a resident of Flat NO.
57032, Tower 7, Prestige
Waterford, ECC Road, Pattandur
Agrahara, Whitefield, Bengaluru,
560066, Karnataka, INDIA, have
changed my name to NISHA
SUNIL (NEW Name) vide affidavit
dated 07-11-2026, sworn
advocate and notary Mohammed
Hussain K.

Toplacea
classified ad
contact:
080-41209042

Kadugolla
leader
condemns
attack
on migrant
shepherds

CH NEWS,
MAGADI

Suresh, president of
the Magadi Taluk
Kadugolla Commu-
nity, has condemned
the shooting inci-
dent involving mi-
grant shepherds
near Gurupura vil-
lage in Hunsur ta-
luk.

He urged the state
government to en-
sure the safety and
legal protection of
shepherds who trav-
el across districts
for their livelihood.

Speaking to re-
porters on Saturday,
Suresh said the inci-
dent took place on
the night of Novem-
ber 5, when suspect-
ed sheep thieves
opened fire on shep-
herds near Gurupura
while attempting to
steal sheep. Three
shepherds from Sira
taluk in Tumakuru
district were injured
in the incident.
They were taken to
K.R. Hospital in
Mysuru for treat-
ment.

Expressing con-
cern over the attack,
Suresh said such in-
cidents threatened
the lives and liveli-
hoods of migrant
shepherds, who de-
pend on sheep rear-
ing for their income.
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1.82 lakh
screened in
Chikkaballapura
TBdrive

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Under the National
Tuberculosis Elimi-
nation Programme,
1,82,425 vulnerable

people were screened
during a special TB
detection campaign
held from October 27
to November 4. Five

cases were confirmed,
and treatment has

begun.

Zilla Panchayat CEO
Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat
urged people with TB
symptoms to under-
g0 screening at the
nearest PHC or Taluk
Hospital.
Health workers are
collecting sputum
samples and conduct-
ing X-ray examina-
tions among vulnera-
ble groups.

The district recorded
4,959 TB cases be-
tween 2023 and 2025.
The treatment suc-
cess rate increased to
91%, while mortality
declined to 6%.
Persistent cough, fe-
ver, weight loss, night
sweats and breathing
difficulties are key
symptoms. Dr. Bhat
appealed to the public
to seek early medical
attention.

Officials directed to resolve public

grievances within deadlines

Officials resolved nearly 5,000 Podi cases in a year, shifting
applications online to ensure timely grievance resolution

Sy

Officials at the taluk-level Praja Seva Andolana in Manchenahalli.

CH NEWS, MANCHENAHALLI

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has directed government
officials to ensure that all
public applications received
under the ‘Praja Seva Andola-
na’ are resolved within the
stipulated timeframe.

He stressed that people
should not be forced to make
repeated visits to government
offices to get their work done.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the taluk-level cam-
paign at the Government High
School in Manchenahalli vil-
lage.

-

Prabhu said nearly 5,000
land subdivision (Podi) cases
had been resolved across the
district during the past year.
Applications are now being
received through online soft-
ware, with measures in place
to ensure timely disposal. He
urged officials to understand
public grievances and provide
permanent solutions rather
than merely closing applica-
tions.

6,000 Property
Documents Planned
Under the Revenue Village
Campaign, around 6,000 prop-

The DC’s targets
Strict Resolution Deadlines

Officials ordered to clear public
applications promptly

Property Document Distribution
Around 6,000 Hakku Patras
planned for Manchenahalli

Yettinahole Project Timeline

Pipeline work expected to finish by
mid-2027

Extensive Land Surveys

Nearly 5,000 Podi cases resolved
district-wide

erty documents (Hakku Pa-
tras) are proposed for distribu-
tion in Manchenahalli taluk.
Measurements of 650 sites
have been completed, while
525 land grant applications
have been settled. Revenue
records are also being digi-
tised under the Bhu Suraksha
scheme.

The administration is devel-
oping housing sites across
approximately 1,800 acres,
including 800 acres already

sanctioned for the purpose.

Yettinahole Project
Progress

The Deputy Commissioner
said pipeline work under the
Yettinahole project was ex-
pected to be completed by
June-July next year, with wa-
ter supply to the district tar-
geted by the end of 2027.

He also highlighted welfare
measures for workers, distri-
bution of equipment to more
than 2,500 workers in each
taluk and efforts to fill vacant
Anganwadi positions.

A total of 656 applications
were received across the dis-
trict during the campaign by
5.30 pm. Some pension appli-
cations were resolved imme-
diately, while officials as-
sured that the remaining peti-
tions would be addressed
within the prescribed time-
frame.

Officials from various de-
partments attended the pro-
gramme at different locations
across the district.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

More than 200 women farm-
ers from J.N. Kote village
staged a protest near Palavva-
nahalli in Hiriyur taluk on
Saturday, demanding the re-
lease of Bhadra project water
into their village lake.

The protest led to a heated
argument between farmers
and police, with some pushing
and shoving reported.

The farmers opened a valve on
the Chitradurga branch canal to
divert water towards their village
lake. Police personnel who at-
tempted to stop them faced
strong opposition from the pro-
testers.
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Water from the Bhadra project
is being released into Gonuru
lake through the Chitradurga
branch canal. During the first re-
lease, about 15 days ago, water
was directed towards J.N. Kote
lake through a stream. However,
the valve was later closed before

Women farmers at the protest near Palavvanahalli in Hiriyur taluk.
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the water could reach the lake.
Farmers said they had been re-
questing officials of the Bhadra
Upper Bank Project for four days
to release water to their village.
After receiving no favourable re-
sponse, they gathered in large
numbers on tractors and motor-

water for lake

cycles, erected a tent and began a
sit-in protest. Some protesters
then opened the canal valve.

The women farmers declared
that they would continue their
protest until their village lake re-
ceived water. They also demand-
ed that the local MLA and minis-
ters visit the spot and address
their concerns.

Addressing the protesters, Irri-
gation Implementation Struggle
Committee General Convener
Chikkappanahalli Shanmukha
said opening the valve without
permission was not appropri-
ate. However, he criticised
officials for failing to under-
stand the farmers’ difficulties
and respond to their demands.

Minister seeks timely
action for those left
out of job scheme

CH NEWS, KUSHTAGI

Karnataka Minister for Back-
ward Classes Welfare and Kan-
nada and Culture and Koppal
District In-charge Minister Shi-
varaj Tangadagi has directed
Zilla Panchayat officials to ex-
amine applications of people
excluded from the employment
guarantee scheme list and take
action according to the rules.

He was speaking at the ‘Pra-
ja Seva Andolana’ meeting or-
ganised by the district adminis-
tration at Fakirappa Channappa
Hosavakkala Kalyana Mantapa
in Kushtagi on November 7.
Tangadagi discussed a petition
submitted by the Karnataka
Prantha Raitha Sangha and in-
structed the Zilla Panchayat
CEO to address technical is-
sues preventing people from
obtaining employment.

He said farmers were facing
difficulties due to inadequate
rainfall and crop losses. Pro-
viding employment to those
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seeking work was essential to
prevent migration, he added.

Several other public griev-
ances were also brought to the
minister’s attention. Residents
demanded road widening and
bridge repairs in Dotihala, re-
moval of encroachments on
public parks in Kushtagi and
protection of a historic Vi-
jayanagara-era temple struc-
ture. Residents of Sandeep
Nagar sought title deeds for
their allotted sites.

Basavaraja Ganigera raised
concerns over delays in allot-
ting a civic amenity site for the
rehabilitation of children with
intellectual and multiple dis-
abilities. Villagers also sought
corrections in land records and
approval of old-age pensions.

Students urged to preserve
their historical heritage

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Understanding the history, cul-
ture and traditions of ancestors
is essential to preserving heri-
tage for future generations, said
V. Moorthachar, Education Co-
ordinator at the Chitradurga Ta-
luk Block Education Officer’s
office.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the taluk-level ‘Prachya
Prajna’ (Heritage Awareness)
competition for high school stu-
dents at Sampige Siddeshwara
High School. The programme
was jointly organised by the
Block Education Officer’s office
and the Department of
Archaeology, Museums and
Heritage, Mysuru.

Moorthachar said students
should learn about the royal dy-
nasties that shaped the region,

their traditions, beliefs, inscrip-
tions, temples and forts. He
stressed that preserving histori-
cal heritage and passing it on to
future generations was every-
one’s responsibility.

Speaking at the event, S.
Krishna, an assistant teacher at
Government High School, Koo-
nabevu, said protecting historical
monuments was not just the gov-
ernment’s responsibility but also
a duty of citizens. He noted that
Chitradurga district has several
important historical sites.

Essay writing, speech, quiz
and drawing competitions were
conducted as part of the pro-
gramme.Rudresh, assistant
teacher at Bapuji High School,
Bharamasagara, Vidya of Gov-
ernment High School, Basava-
nakere, and others attended the
event.

Mandya MLA promises

MANDYA IINSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

property papers this
December

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Mandya MLA P. Ravikumar has directed gov-
ernment officials to resolve public grievances
within a fixed timeframe and ensure that eligible
people receive government benefits without un-
necessary delays.

He also announced that property documents
would be issued to 1,450 families under Sathanu-
ru Gram Panchayat by December 27.

He was speaking after inaugurating the ‘Praja
Seva Andolana’ at Shankara Matha Community
Hall in Sathanuru village, Mandya taluk.

Ravikumar said officials must take every pub-
lic application seriously and coordinate with dif-
ferent departments to provide timely solutions.
He instructed them to visit villages, understand
local problems and resolve grievances on the spot
wherever possible. Applications involving court
cases would be treated separately.

Property Documents For 1,450 Families
He said around 1,450 families in Sathanuru Gram
Panchayat had been living in houses built by
them for several years without proper property
documents. Eligible residents can submit electric-
ity bills and Gram Panchayat assessment records
for verification. Officials have been instructed to
complete the process and distribute the docu-
ments by December 27.

Development Works Worth ¥25 Crore
The MLA said development works worth approx-
imately 325 crore were being undertaken in the
Gram Panchayat limits. These include footbridg-
es, lake development, retaining walls, road re-
pairs, parks and drinking water facilities. Road
improvement works alone account for around
%1.20 crore.

%100 Crore Additional Grant For Canal
Development
He said an additional grant of *100 crore had
been secured for improving irrigation facilities.
Canal repairs, raising water channels and remov-
ing obstructions would receive priority to ensure
adequate water reaches farmers’ fields.
Tahsildar Vishwanath said public applications
were being registered through the IPGRS online
portal to monitor their progress and ensure ac-
countability. Taluk Panchayat Executive Officer
Lokesh Murthy, Agriculture Department Assis-
tant Director Prathibha and other officials at-
tended the programme.

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Shanthinagara Division, P.U. Building, 9th Floor,

M G Road, Bengaluru - 560 001
No:EE/SN/TEND/17/2026-27 Date: 07-11-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Executive Engineer, (Shanthinagara), BCCC, invites
tenders from eligible Contractors registered in BBMP/KPWD/
CPWD/Railways/MES/National Highway or any State
Government Organizations for the construction of works
detailed in the table below. (STD. KW-1)

ﬁlo Name of the works

Removal of deviation portions Building under construction
1 |at Site No.15/5, Appareddypalya, Indiranagara,
Jogupalaya, in Ward No. 23 Jogupalya (Old No 89).
Approx Value of Work :39.00 Lakhs, EMD: ¥ 22500.00

Removal of Deviation Portions of Residential Building
under Construction Site No. 63/2, Agaram in Ward No. 24
“|Agaram (Old Ward No. 89 Jogupalya) A,B & C Block (Call -3)
Approx Value of Work :39.00 Lakhs, EMD: ¥ 22500.00

Calendar of Events: (1) Pre bid meeting will be held on
12-11-2026 at 3:30 pm (2) Last Date for uploading the
Filled Tender Document is 16-11-2026 upto 4:00 pm.
(3) Date of opening of the Technical Bid Tenders is on

17-11-2026 after 4:30 pm. Sd/- Executive Engineer
Shanthinagara, BCCC

TIROLT ©TE TOTFERHTONY Seed,
o BTBR W RN (TREeL8), REIFRAC,
Bnef of,Hweet- 572105
Email: acftumkur@gmail.com
50936: 2.8.30/32000/ 0880707 /260°-03/2025-26 Qmos: 05-11-2026
2025-263¢ I CEPMIZ(KMERC) O3R¢ex:3INeR
BTDIRTD TRTHT DTN, BTTRT. YOT DGONT, 70
VOORNTY VSR DB[PFER TN AVFTES, WVONTE
TRMWO DFY  IBZT  ATRFR TOTMOONTIY,
éémgp) W, BT TOTMRONTI), éjme%cn 2026—
273¢  mOR Sisjol R&RTRT0IN  SROTRVTOIPNTOR
ERTET00T T TN V-WOBT NI,  WDIFLD
3D BorT® @m@ﬁ@aﬁd. W 2 TIMOONY ﬁéa
ﬁ@% 0TIV M§ 3R. 71,36,300/- noR A.00.8 mg
m.1,42,726/—ﬁ%ﬁm§d D ﬁa% 0TV mg 3R.
34,54,000/— 1OR V.00.8. mg oR. 69,080/—?1%?\63?363.
QOTR0E19-11-20268 wITem,  3-00 not3oHI3n
$B0rTT FYTOTTNG Tone  QFR08:20-11-202630%
WToRE, 3-00 NoER To0LE N, STORLRMHJHT.
VOB, YROR TNR VTT TS IJONOR Feed
FegoDY BOTEFBTDWONT ) WOTLPFOT RV

DB TOTONT.

523’%&39 QD$X — http:/iwww.kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Teo/— RTIONT @dwé mdg BoQT0,

DIPRITUMIRO-118/26-27/Oysters SOs0BRTD_QVT 2507, TVFRT

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1 Buildings Division,
S.J.P. Campus, Bengaluru. Phone: 080-22255210

No. EE/BId1/AE-3, AE-LH/2026-27/32 Date: 04.11.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

Tenders are invited through the KPP  portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible tenderers for
a total of four (04) works, comprising the repair of toilets at
various specified locations, repair of doors, windows, provision
of PVC pipeline, replastering of damaged ceiling, provision of
new entrance door, painting and polishing of worship room,
storage cabinets, water proofing, flooring tiles, fabrication works,
repair of shutters, windows, extension of existing flag pole stage,
installation of granite slab on new flag pole stage, provision
of flag pole, painting of existing stage and other services; and
other development works, as specified in the tender. Estimated
Cost of Works: Minimum Rs.7.49 Lakhs and maximum
Rs.16.38 Lakhs. EMD: Minimum Rs.9,400/- and maximum
Rs.40,400/- Period of Completion: 01 to 03 months (including
the rainy season). Cost of Tender Documents: As specified
on the KPP Portal for each work. Last Date for Downloading
and Submission of Tenders through KPPP: For Sl. Nos. 1 & 2:
13.11.2026 at 04:30 PM, For Sl. Nos. 3 & 4: 16.11.2026
at 04:30 PM. Date of Opening of Tenders: As specified
on the KPP portal. Brief details of the tendered works,
indent numbers, estimated amounts, EMD and mode of
payment, reservations and other information may be obtained
from the above-mentioned office or through the KPP portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in).

Sd/- Executive Engineer.
DIPR/DD-C.P/3597/KSMCA/2026-27

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
DAVANAGERE DIVISION, DAVANAGERE.

No.EE:PWD:Dvg/JE:IFT-27:2026-27 Dated:- 06.11.2026

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref : This office tender notification No. IFT-27/2026-27
dated :06.11.2026.

The works under Head of Account 5054-04-337-0-01-154 2
Works Rs.100.00 lakhs Head of Account 3054-03-337-0-05-
200 SH Maintenance 1 Work Rs. 12.70 lakhs, Head of Ac-
count 3054-04-337-1-10-200 MDR Maintenance 1 Work
8.00 lakhs, Head of Account 3054-03-102-0-01-200 SH
bridge 1 work 10.00 lakhs pertaining to Channagiri,
Harihara and Jagalur sub divisions under the Jurisdiction
of PWD, Davanagere division, has been called for the ten-
ders from registered Contractors in KPWD for the above
works through KPP Portal as per standard tender docu-
ments rules.

Tender dates are as mentioned below:

Details of dates W.I. 44595, 45047
& 45052
Date 06.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 13.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 16.11.2026

Timing 4.30 P.M.

W.l. 44652,
44654
Date 06.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 20.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 21.11.2026
Timing 4.30 P.M.

Last Date & time for
tender queries

Last Date & time for
receipt of tenders
Date & time for ope
ning of Technical Bid :

(CH) CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact:
080-41209042

Date : 25.11.2026
Timing 11.00 A.M.
Further details can be obtained from this office in office hours.

DIPR/DVG/KSMCA/ Sd/- Executive Engineer
427/2026-27 PWD Division, Davanagere.

Date & time for ope
ning of Financial Bid :

MANDYA
(Autonomous Medical Institution, Government of Karnataka)
Phone: 08232-231003, 222086, 231197, 224040,
Fax: 08232-231001

E-Mail Address: mimsmandya@gmail.com

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION TWO COVER BID SYSTEM

No:MIMS/SUP-D/Consumables/E-T/08/2026-27
Dt : 05.11.2026
No:MIMS/SUP-D/Disposabales/E-T/09/2026-27
Dt : 05.11.2026

Mandya Institute of Medical Sciences (MIMS), Mandya, invites
E-Tender for Supply of Consumables (approximate amount
Rs.404 Lakhs) and Supply of Disposables (approximate amount
Rs. 387.00 Lakhs) to the Teaching Hospital, of MIMS Mandya
from the Manufacture/s or Authorized Dealers in two cover bid
system as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procure-
ment Act-1999 and Rules thereunder. Submission of E-tender
and other details can be obtained in e-procurement portal website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-Director, Mandya Institute of Medical Sciences,

Mandya,
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CM Yogi arrives
forgrand
Deepotsav

AYODHYA

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath arrived in
Ayodhya to oversee
final preparations for
the 10th grand
Deepotsav celebra-
tions. The holy city is
illuminating 30 lakh
earthen lamps along
the Saryu Ghat while
hosting a special exhi-
bition at Ram Katha
Park highlighting five
centuries of history. To
ensure safety for mas-
sive crowds of devo-
tees, authorities have
deployed over 2,500
police officers, special-
ized rapid response
teams, and anti-drone
mechanisms, along-
side 350 live surveil-
lance cameras.
Dignitaries, including
the Vice President and
Governor, will join fes-
tivities featuring a mas-
sive drone show and
traditional aarti.

Thakur blames
Sukhu for power
credit claim

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh
opposition leader
Jairam Thakur criticized
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu for claiming
credit for the Supreme
Court verdict on BBMB
power rights. Thakur
stressed that securing
Himachal'’s rightful
electricity share was
the result of a 30-year
legal struggle involving
successive past admin-
istrations. He also
demanded that the
state government
restore the discontin-
ued free electricity
scheme and fulfill
pre-election guaran-
tees. Furthermore,
Thakur alleged finan-
cial mismanagement
under the ruling
Congress, claiming
employees still await
their allowances while
borrowings rise, and
predicted the govern-
ment will lose future
elections.

Assam woman
revives Harak Singh
controversy

DEHRADUN

A woman from Assam
has revived a decades-old
controversy by accusing
senior Congress leader
Harak Singh Rawat of
past sexual exploitation
and demanding a fresh
DNA test. Claiming she
was taken to his resi-
dence in 2002 at age six-
teen, she alleged she
became pregnant and
was later placed ina
women'’s shelter. The his-
torical allegations first
surfaced in 2003, leading
to an official CBI inquiry
and a DNA test that previ-
ously cleared Rawat. She
now seeks legal punish-
ment and paternity rights
for her son, while the sen-
ior politician remains
actively involved in party
campaigns.

NGT reviews progress
on microplastics
detection

NEW DELHI
Environmental regulation
and scientific standardiz-

ing of pollutants remain
top priorities for judicial
oversight, especially re-
garding emerging con-
taminants that threaten
ecosystems and human
health. The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
granted the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) an eight-week .

UP state employees get 5% DA hike

The Uttar Pradesh government has hiked Dearness Allowance by
five percent, granting state employees a festive Diwali bonanza.

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh state gov-
ernment has announced a ma-
jor festive bonanza for its
workforce, delivering a timely
economic boost just ahead of
the Diwali celebrations.

The state administration
has officially increased the
Dearness Allowance (DA) for
state employees by five per-
centage points, elevating the
overall rate from 58 percent
to 63 percent.

According to the formal
government order issued on
Saturday, the revised allow-
ance will take retrospective
effect from July 1, with the
augmented payments dis-
bursed alongside regular
monthly salaries starting in
November.

The extensive financial re-
vision is designed to benefit
hundreds of thousands of in-
dividuals across diverse ad-
ministrative sectors, includ-
ing regular state government
personnel, full-time employ-
ees of aided educational and
technical institutions, urban
local bodies, work-charged
employees, and staff drawing
remuneration under Univer-
sity Grants Commission
(UGC) pay scales.

To manage the financial
payout stemming from the
retroactive adjustment cover-
ing July 1 through October
31, the government has es-
tablished structured disburse-
ment guidelines.

For employees enrolled
under the General Provident
Fund (GPF), arrears will be
deposited directly into their
provident fund accounts sub-
ject to statutory tax deduc-
tions and surcharges, where
the funds will remain locked
until November 1, 2027, bar-
ring authorized special with-
drawals.

For personnel under the
National Pension System
(NPS), ten percent of the ac-
cumulated arrears will be
credited to their Tier-1 pen-
sion accounts, supplemented
by a fourteen percent employ-
er contribution from the state
government. The remaining
ninety percent of arrears will
be channeled into Public
Provident Fund (PPF) ac-
counts or invested in National
Savings Certificates (NSCs),
with cash payouts authorized
where NSCs are unavailable.
Furthermore, special exemp-
tions ensure that retired per-
sonnel, individuals whose
services concluded prior to

vember salary

10%

14%

90%

of NPS arrears to Tier-1 | employer share from to PPF or NSCs
accounts the state
Dearness allowance
UNTIL NOW FROM JULY 1
58% 63%
of basic pay arrears for July-October

the order, and those scheduled
to retire within six months

will receive their complete
DA arrears entirely in cash.

UP BJP chief advises Akhilesh
on Ayodhya visit

LUCKNOW

Political tensions in Uttar
Pradesh have escalated sharp-
ly following announcements
regarding Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav’s
upcoming family visit to Ayo-
dhya, scheduled for Decem-
ber 12, to offer prayers at the
Hanuman Garhi temple and
seek blessings at the Ram
Mandir. While opposition
leaders frame the visit as part
of routine spiritual devotion
and political strategy ahead of
the crucial 2027 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections, ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
figures have launched scath-
ing counter-attacks, question-
ing the timing and accusing
the opposition of political op-
portunism.

Uttar Pradesh BJP Chief
Pankaj Chaudhary asserted
that while visiting temples and
offering prayers is open to ev-
eryone, the Samajwadi Party
leadership should refrain from
what he described as continu-
ous rhetoric undermining Sa-
natan Dharma. The BJP lead-
ership has consistently linked
the sudden surge in temple
visits by opposition figures to
electoral calculations, arguing
that such gestures stand in
sharp contrast to the party’s
historical positions and ad-
ministrative track record.

Y s -

UPBJP chief Pankaj Chaudhary
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BJP attacks Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav over his planned
Ayodhya temple visit,
labeling his pre-poll
spiritual journey as pure
political opportunism.

Simultaneously, state min-
ister Danish Azad Ansari
claimed that the opposition
has suddenly rediscovered
backward classes, Dalits, and
temple towns solely because
polls are approaching, empha-
sizing that the electorate re-
mains vigilant against tactical
political shifts.

As preparations for 2027
intensify across political
camps, issues surrounding re-
ligious identity, governance,
and development continue to
serve as core focal points of
debate between the ruling
NDA and the opposition in
Uttar Pradesh.

KOLKATA

A severe political crisis has
erupted in West Bengal fol-
lowing an alleged violent at-
tack at the south Kolkata res-
idence of senior Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader
Abhishek Banerjee during the
early hours of Saturday.

Trinamool Congress supre-
mo and former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee personally joined pro-
test demonstrations after an
alleged mob assault targeted
her nephew and party nation-
al general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee’s Kalighat residence
around 2 am on Saturday. Ac-
cording to police reports and
accounts from party insiders,
the high-voltage clashes
erupted between TMC work-
ers who had gathered to cele-
brate Abhishek Banerjee’s
39th birthday and opposing
political supporters between
2 am and 3.30 am. The vio-
lent overnight confrontation
left at least eight individuals
injured, three of them seri-
ously, prompting the deploy-
ment of a large police contin-
gent to seal off the surround-
ing neighborhood and detain
several suspects.

Mamata Banerjee and her nephew Abhishek Banerjee

Abhishek Banerjee hit out
at political rivals, alleging
that his home and office were
targeted by a coordinated
group of “BJP goons” follow-
ing two days of systematic
reconnaissance. Claiming that
this represented the seventh
attempt on his life over the
past six months, he openly
criticized both the Kolkata
Police administration and ju-
dicial authorities for alleged
inaction.

Arriving at the Kalighat
residence later that morning,
Mamata Banerjee accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
of orchestrating unchecked
“hooliganism” and deliberate-
ly disrupting traditional Kali
Puja and Diwali festival

preparations. Addressing re-
porters and charged party sup-
porters, Banerjee questioned
the timing and legality of the
provocation, pointing out that
the affected area is a sacred
traditional route for major
processions of Goddess Kali.
She alleged that local admin-
istrative decisions had unfair-
ly revoked permissions for
long-standing traditional com-
munity pujas while selective-
ly permitting new setups di-
rectly along main road bends
to obstruct access.
Furthermore, the TMC chief
linked the midnight aggres-
sion to broader national polit-
ical tensions, suggesting that
the party is being targeted be-
cause of its prominent role in

Mamata protests alleged attack on Abhishek

Mamata’s charges
High-handedness

Permissions for long-standing local
pujas revoked; an illegal puja setup
on the main road blocked access to
the locality

The hostility stems from the TMC’s
role in the INDIA alliance: “If you
dare to use a bulldozer, go ahead
and run your bulldozers over us,
over our very bodies.”

She has written to the Speaker on
an alleged breakdown of law and
order

the opposition ‘INDIA’ alli-
ance. She condemned the noc-
turnal disturbances and chal-
lenged political opponents
directly, stating that any at-
tempts to intimidate regional
leadership through nocturnal
thuggery or administrative
pressure would face fierce po-
litical resistance. As police
maintain a heavy security cor-
don around the neighborhood
and investigations into the
overnight detentions continue,
the explosive incident has se-
verely escalated political fric-
tion across the state ahead of
the festive season.

Tripura CM announces 58
new PG seats at AGMC

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha has officially announced
a major expansion in medical
education infrastructure, re-
vealing an increase of 58
postgraduate (MD/MS) seats
at the Agartala Government
Medical College (AGMC) for
the upcoming 2026-27 aca-
demic year. With this signifi-
cant addition, the institution’s
total postgraduate seat capac-
ity will surge from 95 to 153
across 16 specialized medical
disciplines.

Sharing the development on
social media, Chief Minister
Saha expressed immense sat-
isfaction, emphasizing that
the substantial increase in
postgraduate slots will create
exceptional opportunities for
aspiring doctors and medical
students within the state. He
highlighted that bolstering

“A stronger medical
education system today
will build a healthier
Tripura tomorrow.”

MANIK SAHA Tripura Chief
Minister

specialized training programs
directly contributes to the
long-term vision of building
robust healthcare services,
aptly noting that a stronger
medical education system to-
day creates a healthier Tripura
tomorrow.

Furthermore, Saha ex-
pressed profound gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Health Min-
ister J.P. Nadda, acknowledg-
ing their continued central
support and collaborative ef-
forts in modernizing medical
education and expanding
healthcare facilities across the
northeastern state. The seat
expansion is expected to ease
intense competition for spe-
cialty medical seats, reduce
regional shortages of special-
ized clinical personnel, and
elevate the overall standard of
tertiary healthcare delivery
throughout Tripura.

Uttarakhand minister’s husband arrested in Jhansi

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Police have offi-
cially arrested Girdhari Lal
Sahu, also known as Pappu
Girdhari, the husband of Ut-
tarakhand Cabinet Minister
Rekha Arya from the Jhansi
district in Uttar Pradesh. Con-
firming the development
during a press briefing, Deh-
radun Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Pramendra
Dobhal stated that Sahu was
apprehended outside a private
university campus following
a period as an absconder,

while a second accused, Sa-
tyendra Thakur, was simulta-
neously taken into custody
near Kichha in the Udham
Singh Nagar district. Both in-
dividuals have been remanded
to judicial custody.

The high-profile legal pro-
ceedings stem from a formal
First Information Report (FIR)
lodged by Cabinet Minister
Rekha Arya on October 15 at
the Cantt Police Station in
Dehradun. In her complaint,
the minister alleged severe do-
mestic discord, physical as-
sault, criminal intimidation,

and the use of derogatory,
caste-based slurs at her offi-
cial residence following dis-
putes over alleged marital in-
fidelities. Furthermore, the
investigation uncovered a
complex corporate conspiracy
involving document falsifica-
tion. Police confirmed that
Sahu and his associates uti-
lized forged signatures and
fabricated paperwork to un-
lawfully strip Minister Arya of
her directorship in a private
company, fraudulently install-
ing Satyendra Thakur in her
place without her knowledge

RAIL DINING CLEAN-UP

or consent.

Addressing the media, SSP
Dobhal disclosed that Sahu
carries an extensive criminal
background, with over 44 pri-
or cases registered against
him, including previous con-
victions, pending trials, and
charges under stringent legal
provisions. A specialized
nine-member police team was
constituted to handle the sen-
sitive investigation. Authori-
ties stated that further evi-
dence gathering and legal
procedures are actively under-
way to ensure comprehensive

Uttarakhand minister Rekha Arya and her husband Girdhari Lal Sahu

accountability as the judicial

process proceeds.

IRCTC crackdown on unauthorised e-catering apps

NEW DELHI

The Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has officially
launched a sweeping nation-
wide enforcement drive tar-
geting unauthorized e-cater-
ing websites and mobile ap-
plications operating across the
Indian Railways network.
According to official state-
ments, the proliferation of
unverified digital food deliv-
ery platforms poses severe
risks to passenger health, hy-
giene, and overall well-being.
Unlicensed operators fre-
quently source meals from
uncertified food outlets that
bypass mandatory Food Safe-

ty and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) regulations.
These rogue kitchens often
operate in unhygienic envi-
ronments, utilize untrained
food handlers, and deploy de-
livery personnel without re-
quired medical clearances,
directly compromising food
quality and consumer safety.
Beyond immediate health
hazards, unauthorized plat-
forms expose travelers to se-
vere digital and financial vul-
nerabilities. Transmitting
sensitive personal information
including Passenger Name
Record (PNR) numbers, email
addresses, phone numbers,
and payment credentials
through unverified portals

leaves passengers highly sus-
ceptible to phishing schemes,
identity theft, and online fi-
nancial fraud. Furthermore,
travelers frequently encounter
unfulfilled orders, arbitrary
cancellations, and a total ab-
sence of grievance-redressal
mechanisms, making it nearly
impossible to recover funds or
seek legal recourse.

In response to these grow-
ing threats, the IRCTC has
escalated its actions beyond
routine warnings, initiating
strict legal proceedings and
enforcement measures against
entities unlawfully exploiting
the IRCTC brand or operating
outside regulatory frame-
works. Authorities empha-

sized that unauthorized oper-
ators not only evade statutory
tax obligations, undermining
public revenues and fair mar-
ket competition, but also
jeopardize public trust.

To ensure a secure dining
experience, IRCTC advises
passengers to order meals ex-
clusively through official
channels: the official website,
the ‘Food on Track’ mobile
application, or verified
IRCTC-authorized e-catering

e
(&P
IRCTC

aggregators. The corporation
maintains an updated directo-
ry of authorized partners on
its primary portal. Additional-
ly, travelers encountering ille-
gal food vendors on trains or
railway platforms are urged to

© 0 O

Website

IRCTC’s official site

App

Food on Track

182

RPF helpline

RISKS IRCTC FLAGGED

Health: meals from unlicensed
outlets outside FSSAl rules,
untrained staff

Data: PNR, contact and
payment details exposed to
phishing and fraud

No redress: unfulfilled or
cancelled orders, no way to
recover funds

Tax: unauthorised operators
bypass GST and the regulatory
framework

report them immediately to
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) via helpline number
182.
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' Balochistan parties announce
~ province-wide shutdown

Political leaders in Balochistan have called a shutdown,
citing worsening security, economic hardship, and
growing frustration among many local residents.

Teen student wins
major Arizona court
election

MARICOPA COUNTY

Sebastian Matta, a
19-year-old Arizona State
University student, has
defeated former
Republican lawmaker Jeff
Dial to become clerk of
the Maricopa County
Superior Court. The
Democrat’s surprise vic-
tory attracted attention,
with television host
Jimmy Kimmel jokingly
calling him “Boss Baby
come to life.” Matta will
oversee court records,
legal filings, and an office
employing more than
600 people, withan
annual salary of around
$97,000.

Peltola campaign
sues Alaska over
rejected ballots

ALASKA

Democratic Senate
candidate Mary
Peltola’s campaign has
sued Alaska election
officials, seeking
immediate access to
records of absentee
ballots rejected in
Tuesday'’s election.
Peltola remains locked
in a close race with
Republican incumbent
Senator Dan Sullivan,
with around 600 votes
separating them as
counting continues.
The campaign says
officials ignored
requests filed under
Alaska’s Public Records
Act. State officials
argue the information
is confidential and
releasing preliminary
records could delay
ballot counting. The
state will accept bal-
lots until November 18.

BUSINESS

QUETTA

Political parties in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province have an-
nounced a province-wide
shutdown on November 19,
demanding urgent action to
address growing security con-
cerns, economic difficulties
and public hardship.

The decision was taken at
an all-parties conference or-
ganised by the Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP) at the Quetta
Press Club. Leaders from sev-
eral political parties and trad-
ers’ organisations attended the
meeting to discuss the prov-
ince’s worsening situation.
The participating parties ex-
pressed serious concern over
rising violence, terrorism,
targeted killings, kidnappings
for ransom and insecurity on
major highways. They said
these problems had increased
fear among residents and
made daily life difficult for
ordinary people. The issue of
missing persons, unemploy-
ment and concerns over the
use of the province’s natural
resources were also raised.

The joint declaration high-
lighted the economic pressure
faced by residents. According

to the parties, the closure of
trade routes with Afghanistan
and Iran had affected business
activities and employment.
Rising prices, long power and
gas cuts, and difficulties faced
by farmers and traders had
added to the public’s prob-
lems.

The political leaders criti-
cised the provincial govern-
ment, alleging that it had
failed to provide sufficient
security, protect public re-
sources and restore economic
activity.

They called for immediate
steps to improve law and or-
der and address the concerns
of local communities.

As part of their protest
plan, the parties announced
a complete shutdown across
Balochistan on November
19. Demonstrations will also
take place outside press
clubs in district headquarters
across the province.

The leaders further decid-
ed to hold a provincial-level
meeting on November 26 to
review the situation and dis-
cuss future action. Another
conference involving nation-
al political leaders is
planned for the first week of
December to bring Baloch-
istan’s concerns to the na-
tional level.

Paraguay’s President impeached amid major banking crisis

ASUNCION

Paraguay has entered a major
political and financial crisis
after President Santiago Pefia
was removed from office
through impeachment and
placed under house arrest fol-
lowing the collapse of Ueno
Bank. The banking failure left
millions of customers unable
to access their savings and
raised serious questions about

the government’s handling of
public money.

The Senate voted on Friday
to impeach Pefia, with 44 sen-
ators supporting his removal.
Lawmakers accused him of mis-
conduct linked to the troubled
bank and alleged that his politi-
cal influence helped the institu-
tion receive public funds while
financial regulators failed to
address risky lending practices.
Pefia has denied wrongdoing.

The crisis deepened after au-
thorities took control of Ueno
Bank earlier this week. Custom-
ers suddenly lost access to their
accounts, savings and payment
services, creating difficulties for
families, pensioners, workers
and businesses.

Protesters gathered in the cap-
ital, Asuncion, demanding the
return of their money and ac-
countability from those respon-
sible.

Gujarat courts investment
in Australia, NZ

Gujarat’s investment outreach across Australia and New Zealand featured
eight business roundtables and 15 official meetings, engaging over 150
industry leaders ahead of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2027.

GANDHINAGAR

A Gujarat government dele-
gation held eight business
roundtables and 15 govern-
ment-level and one-to-one
meetings with more than 150
industry leaders during an
eight-day investment outreach
programme in Australia and
New Zealand, ahead of the
Vibrant Gujarat Global Sum-
mit (VGGS) 2027.

Led by Energy and Petro-
chemicals Minister Rushikesh
Patel, the delegation visited
the two countries from Octo-
ber 26 to November 2. Its
programme included 11 one-
to-one meetings, four minis-
terial-level meetings and
eight sector-focused roundta-
bles to explore investment
opportunities.

The delegation also visited
six industrial facilities and in-
stitutions and held three en-
gagements with the Indian

@@@

150+

industry leaders

business roundtables

and Gujarati diaspora. Discus-
sions covered potential coop-
eration in critical minerals,
renewable energy, petrochem-
icals, technology, logistics,
education, sports infrastruc-
ture and tourism.

of'flaal meetmgs

The Australian leg, from
October 26 to 30, covered
Melbourne, Sydney and Bris-
bane. The delegation held
nine one-to-one meetings
with companies and institu-
tions, including Cavendish

Renewable Technology, Cox
Architecture, Initiative Sports
& Events, Eyeonic, Progia
Foods, Aus Energy Store, the
Centre for Australia-India Re-
lations, Endua and Populous.

Patel was accompanied by
senior state officials, includ-
ing Chief Commissioner of
State Tax Roopwant Singh
and Commissioner of Geolo-
gy and Mining Dhaval Patel.
Private-sector representatives
included Shreyans Goyal,
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of Shakti Group Com-
panies; Mehul Vaidya, Senior
Vice-President (Project De-
velopment) at Reliance In-
dustries; Milan Thakkar, Di-
rector of Alexius Projects;
and Harshil Tamakuwala,
Founder and Director of Hin-
dustan Mag.

The 11th VGGS is sched-
uled for January 10 to 12,
2027, at Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar.

UAE Prime Minister shares
warm Diwali wishes worldwide

ABU DHABI

The Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates has ex-
tended warm greetings to peo-
ple celebrating Diwali, shar-
ing a message of peace, hope,
and goodness on the festival
of lights.

Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, shared the message on
social media platform X on
Saturday, November 7. His
greeting reached people cele-
brating the festival both with-
in the UAE and across the
world.

In his message, Sheikh Mo-
hammed wished people safe-
ty, happiness, and prosperity,
highlighting the positive val-
ues associated with Diwali.
His words reflected the spirit
of a festival that brings fami-
lies and communities together
through prayers, traditional
customs, the lighting of

lamps, and the exchange of
sweets.

Diwali is widely celebrated
by Indian communities and
people from other South Asian
backgrounds living in the
UAE. The country is home to
a large Indian community,
making the festival an import-
ant occasion for cultural cele-
brations and community gath-
erings.

This year, the main Diwali
celebrations fall on Sunday,
November 8. Residents are
preparing to mark the occa-
sion with family gatherings,
festive decorations, cultural
programmes, and visits to
places hosting special events.
Authorities and building man-
agers have also reminded res-
idents to follow fire safety
rules while celebrating.

The UAE leadership has
regularly extended greetings
on cultural and religious occa-
sions observed by different
communities. Such messages
recognise the country’s di-

The Diwali message was shared on X on
Saturday

The UAE leader’s festive
message highlights peace,
happiness, and unity,
celebrating cultural
diversity and
strengthening bonds
among communities
during Diwali.

verse population and encour-
age people from different
backgrounds to celebrate their
traditions while living togeth-
er peacefully.

India seeks production-led partnerships
across African nations

ACCRA

India is looking to strengthen
its ties with African countries
by focusing on manufactur-
ing, local industries, skill de-
velopment, and job creation
instead of relying mainly on
financial assistance and tradi-
tional trade, according to a
report published by India Nar-
rative.

The report examined Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar’s visit to Ghana, Cote
d’Ivoire, and Ethiopia from
October 6 to 10. It said the
success of these partnerships
should be measured by their
ability to build long-term in-
dustrial capacity and support
economic growth.

During his meeting with
Ghanaian President John Ma-

hama in Accra on October 6,
discussions included Indian
investment in pharmaceutical
and vaccine production. Such
investments could help Ghana
manufacture more medicines
locally, reduce its dependence
on imports, and strengthen its
healthcare system.

Ghana as a base

Ghana is seen as a potential
manufacturing base for West
Africa. Discussions during
Jaishankar’s visit also covered
healthcare, mining, defence,
railways, and digital technol-

ogy.

Ghana: medicine and
vaccine production

©

Cote d’Ivoire:
French-speaking

Cote d’Ivoire offers Indian
businesses access to French-
speaking African markets.
The two sides also discussed
defence cooperation, count-
er-terrorism, training, and ca-
pacity building amid growing
security concerns in parts of
West Africa.

Ethiopia holds strategic im-
portance because it hosts the
African Union headquarters.
Jaishankar’s discussions with
Ethiopian Foreign Minister Gedi-
on Timothewos focused on trade,
investment, digital development,
and cooperation between India
and the African Union.

Ethiopia: African Union
headquarters

markets

WaveX invites startups
for IFFI 2026 pavilion

@ ih oW fm. O R B

20*WAVES FILM BAZAAR

20* to 24*"NOVEMBER, 2026
74 LA 1"' ,’, - -

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has invited
applications from startups
working in film and allied
technologies to participate in
the WaveX Startup Pavilion at
WAVES Bazaar during the
International Film Festival of
India (IFFT) Goa 2026.

According to an official
statement issued by the min-
istry on Saturday, the pavilion
will also create opportunities
for networking, industry en-
gagement and collaboration
with filmmakers, production
houses and investors operat-
ing across the global creative
ecosystem.

Applications are open to
startups registered with the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) and working in film
and related technology do-
mains. Eligible applicants will
undergo a screening and eval-
uation process conducted by a

ELIGIBLE STARTUPS

Who: DPIIT-registered startups |

Sector: film or allied
technologies

Selection: by a WaveX-
appointed committee

Focus: AVGC-XR and media
technologies

Selection Committee consti-
tuted by WaveX.

WaveX, also known as the
WAVES Startup Accelerator,
is an incubation and accelera-
tion initiative of the Ministry
of Information and Broadcast-
ing. It focuses on encouraging
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in India’s media and en-
tertainment sector.

Its areas of focus include
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, Comics and Extend-
ed Reality (AVGC-XR),
alongside other media tech-
nologies.

Established in 1952, IFFI is
among Asia’s prominent film
festivals. Organised annually
in Goa, the festival showcases
international cinema, encour-
ages creative exchange and
promotes collaboration across
the global film industry.

India, EU finalise Horizon Europe association talks

NEW DELHI

India and the European Union
(EU) have successfully con-
cluded negotiations for In-
dia’s association with Horizon
Europe, the European bloc’s
flagship research and innova-
tion programme, according to
an official statement released
on Saturday.

The association will enable
Indian researchers, academic
institutions and industries to
participate in funding calls un-
der the programme through
collaborative research projects.

It will also provide access to
European research consortia
and advanced research infra-
structure, opening opportuni-
ties for scientific cooperation
and technological
development.

The exploration of India’s
possible association began fol-
lowing the historic India-EU
Summit held on January 27,
2026. Formal negotiations
were subsequently initiated af-
ter the ministerial meeting of
the Trade and Technology
Council in Brussels on July 15,
2026.

The programme is expected
to strengthen talent mobility
and encourage the joint devel-
opment of critical technologies,
standards and scalable solu-
tions.“The association of India
with the programme marks a
strategic move into a long-term
institutional framework of re-
search cooperation between
both sides, building on existing
R&D projects and cooperation
under the India—EU Agreement
on Science and Technology
Cooperation and the India-EU
Trade and Technology Coun-
cil,” the statement said.

Anti-cancer drug price cuts take effect from Monday

NEW DELHI

The revised prices of 137 an-
ti-cancer drugs will come into
effect from November 9, after
the National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
capped trade margins on these
medicines, an official state-
ment said on Saturday, adding
that this will generate annual
savings of around Rs 3,502.31
crore for consumers.

The Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers statement said
more than 1,000 medicines of
different brands show marked

price reductions.

As many as 76 pharmaceu-
tical companies have so far
reported revised maximum
retail prices (MRPs) for 1,225
anti-cancer formulations cov-
ering 121 drugs.

Reduction in the MRP has
been reported in 1,031 formu-
lations of anti-cancer medi-
cines, with 600 brands report-
ing above 50 per cent reduc-
tion and the highest reduction
being 96.45 per cent.

Out of the 137 identified
anti-cancer drugs, there are 10
to 15 drugs that are yet to be

launched in India. However,
Trade Margin Rationalization
(TMR) will be applicable on
these drugs also as and when
they are launched.

“TMR of non-scheduled
anti-cancer medicines is an
important step taken by the
government in its continued
efforts to improve affordabil-
ity and accessibility of essen-
tial anti-cancer medicines for
cancer care,” the statement
noted.State drug controllers
will monitor compliance by
manufacturers, dealers, hospi-
tals and medical institutions.

India enjoys
strategic advantage
due to large oil
refining capacity

NEW DELHI
While the United States
and Europe have been
reducing their oil refining
capacity, India is expand-
ing into a global refining
hub which gives it a stra-
tegic advantage as an
exporter of petroleum
products despite being a
large crude importing
country, according to an
article in India Narrative.
India’s installed refining
capacity stood at
2671 million tonnes per
annum (nearly 5.3—
5.6 million barrels per
day) as of April 2026,
ranking it fourth globally
behind the United States
(18.2 million bpd), China,
and Russia. Government
targets call for around
300 million tonnes by
2030, with longer-term
ambitions of 400 million
tonnes.

India should
lead space law
reforms initiative

NEW DELHI
Growing cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan
in the space sector high-
lights emerging gaps in in-
ternational space govern-
ance and the need for In-
dia to play a leading role in
reforming laws for respon-
sible space activities, a
new report has said. The
report from India Narrative
said the opaque partner-
ship also raises broader
questions about legal
loopholes in international
space laws, dual-use
technologies being ex-
ploited to undermine se-
curity and sovereignty.
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Gurnoor
Brar Shines
Asindia =
BeatNew g

4

Zealand

Gurnoor Brar claimed four wickets
against New Zealand as India
secured a narrow DLS victory,

taking a 2-0 series lead, with

' captain Shubman Gill praising the &
young pacer's performance.  §

WELLINGTON

India captain Shubman Gill
praised young fast bowler
Gurnoor Brar for his impres-
sive performance in the sec-
ond ODI against New Zea-
land, as the visitors secured a
narrow four-run victory under
the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern
(DLS) method at Henry Farm
Stadium on Saturday.
Gurnoor emerged as India's
standout performer, claiming
four wickets for 30 runs in his
10 overs. Making effective
use of his pace, height and the
bounce on offer, the right-arm

seamer troubled New Zea-
land's batting line-up and
helped India bowl out the
hosts for just 134.

His outstanding spell
earned him the Player of the
Match award and strength-
ened India's position in the
five-match series, with the
visitors taking a 2-0 lead.

Speaking during the post-
match presentation, Gill ac-
knowledged Gurnoor's grow-
ing contribution and said the
young bowler had been per-
forming consistently well.

"Gurnoor, even in the last
match as well, has been bowl-

» Gurnoor Brar returned figures of
4/30in 10 overs.

» India bowled Newfzieg;ji
for 134. o
/ » Gurnoor was named
Player of the Match.
/5 Indiasecured a four-run
> afour-run
DLS yictory.
» Indialead the five-match
ODI series 2-0.
» Gill highlighted the importance
of experience and performing

under pressure for youn
fast bowlers. e

ing really well. Hopefully, as
he plays more games and gets
more experience, he'll be-
come more consistent with
his line and length. He's got
the pace, he's got the
bounce," Gill said.

India are currently manag-

J ing a relatively inex-
perienced pace attack
i in the absence of se-
nior fast bowlers Jas-
prit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Siraj. With
the 2027 ODI World
* Cup in mind, the team
§ management is looking
to develop young op-
tions, including Gurnoor, Au-
qib Nabi and Anshul Kamboj,
alongside Arshdeep Singh.
Gill emphasised that per-
forming under pressure and
gaining international experi-
ence would be crucial for the
young bowlers.

Rajat Patidar To Lead
Madhya Pradesh

INDORE

Rajat Patidar has been ap-
pointed captain of Madhya
Pradesh for the upcoming
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
which begins on November
14. The experienced batter
will lead the side in the do-
mestic T20 competition, al-
though his availability for the
entire league stage remains
uncertain due to his commit-
ments with India A.

Madhya Pradesh have been
placed in Elite Group C. The
team will play its first four
matches in New Chandigarh
before moving to Mohali for
the remaining three fixtures.

Patidar, who has cap-
tained Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (RCB)
to consecutive IPL
titles in 2025 and
2026, is scheduled
to join the India A
squad for the
Men's Rising
Stars Asia Cup
in Doha, Qatar.
The tournament
will take place
from November 19 to
29.

Patidar has also been ap-
pointed vice-captain of India
A, which will be led by Tilak
Varma. His potential depar-
ture during the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy could force Mad-
hya Pradesh head coach
Chandrakant Pandit and the
team management to identify
a stand-in captain.

With Patidar potentially un-

available, batters Akshat Ra-
ghuwanshi, Harsh Gawli and
Aniket Verma will have addi-
tional responsibility. The
squad includes wicketkeepers
Gawli and Apoorv Dwivedi,
while India pacer Avesh Khan
will lead the bowling attack.
The bowling unit also fea-
tures Mangesh
Ya- dav, Kumar
Kartikeya
Singh,
Saransh
Jain and
! Shivang
Kumar.
_ Pac-

er Kuldeep Sen has missed
selection due to an unspeci-
fied injury. Madhav Tiwari,
despite featuring in the IPL
2026 and Madhya Pradesh
League, has also been left out.
Madhya Pradesh will begin
their campaign against Kerala
on November 14, followed by
Assam, Tripura and Andhra.
Their remaining opponents
are Maharashtra, Himachal
Pradesh and Puducherry.
India A Assignment: Patidar
will serve as vice-captain un-
der Tilak Varma at the Rising
Stars Asia Cup in Doha from
November 19 to 29.

Rajat Patidar will
captain Madhya
Pradesh in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali
,, Trophy, although
his India A
commitments
could affect
availability.

. PATIDAR’S

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
B NI e = W = —

4 November 14
9 November 16
2 November 18
Y November 20
Y November 22
November 24
November 26

Maharashtra Open State Badminton to
kick off at Bombay Gym from Nov 12

MUMBAI

Bombay Gymkhana will host the
Maharashtra Open State Bad-
minton Tournament 2026 from
November 12 to 15, bringing
together emerging and estab-
lished badminton players from
across the state for four days of
competitive action. With over
350 entries received, the tourna-
ment will feature 12 events
across junior and open catego-
ries, highlighting the depth of
badminton talent in Maharashtra.
The junior competitions will in-
clude Boys' and Girls' Singles
and Doubles in the Under-17 and
Under-19 categories, while the

open events will comprise Men's
Singles, Women's Singles, Men's
Doubles and Mixed Doubles.
The tournament is hosted by
Bombay Gymkhana under the
auspices of the Greater Mumbai
Badminton Association
(GMBA) and the Maharashtra
Badminton Association (MBA).

Speaking ahead of the tourna-
ment, Shailesh Daga, honorary
secretary, Bombay Gymkhana,
said, "We are pleased to host the
Mabharashtra Open State Bad-
minton Tournament at Bombay
Gymkhana. The participation
across junior and open catego-
ries shows the enthusiasm for
badminton.

Hardik Pandya Misses
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy

BARODA

India all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya has been left out of Baro-
da's squad for the upcoming
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
extending his absence from
competitive cricket amid con-
tinuing injury concerns. The
domestic T20 tournament is
scheduled to begin on No-
vember 14.

Hardik's brother Krunal
Pandya will captain the
15-member Baroda squad,
which includes several prom-
inent players such as wicket-

keeper-batter Jitesh Shar- /a8

ma, Deepak Hooda and |
fast bowler Rasikh Salam.

Hardik has been away
from action since suf-

fering back spasms =
during the Indi-
an Premier

League
(IPL) 2026
season.

He last 4
fea-
tured in
an IPL
match on May 24
and has subse-

quently spent/
considerable /
time at the BCCI |
Centre of Excel-
lence (CoE) in
Bengaluru as
part of his recov-

e

ery programme.

His last appearance for In-
dia came during the home
T20I series against New Zea-
land, ahead of the IPL 2026
season.

The all-rounder was recent-
ly selected for India A's one-
day series against Australia A
in October but had to with-
draw after sustaining a fresh
shin injury, further delaying
his return to competitive
cricket.

India captain Shubman Gill

had earlier indicated that
. Hardik would need to
™% play domestic cricket

national side. Speak-
y ing ahead of India's
ongoing ODI series
against New Zea-
o land, Gill ex-
pressed confi-
dence in the
all-rounder's
abilities and
highlighted his
importance to
India's plans
/ for the 2027
ODI World Cup.
Hardik's absence
remains significant
for India, particular-
ly with the team
looking to strength-
&Y en its middle-order
batting and all-round
bowling options.

Kerala

Assam

Tripura
Andhra
Maharashtra

Himachal Pradesh |

Puducherry

NEW DELHI

Shami last represented India  nouncement, Shukla said he and

& Shami’s Test Career

X Away wickets

(in 41 Tests) \ 14§

m\ Home wickets = 76

Bengal senior men's head coach
Laxmi Ratan Shukla has paid

in the 2023 World Test Champi-
onship final against Australia.
Despite continu-

several others had hoped Shami
would return to the Indian Test
team and retire while represent-

an emotional tribute to Moham- PP ing to play  ing the country.
med Shami following the fast awga‘j"”e“l’,a"'es’you e domestic "We all wanted you to have a
, . ack in the Test : :

bowler's retirement from Test LRyl cricket for  comeback in the Test team and
cricket, expressing disappoint- | e 8 Bengal in  retire from there. But God did
6 ment that the veteran pacer CIFLITIITPwprawamy the Ranji  not accept it. Despite that, you
¥l could not make a comeback to gﬁ"g’;’:’g%mﬁgthard Trophy, are the best," Shukla said in a

the Indian team before ending Ly Syed Mush-  video shared on Instagram.
his red-ball career. International matches and taq Ali Tro- The former India all-rounder

; . . taking many wickets jn . - - S

Shami announced his retire- (LA P phy and Vi-  also praised Shami's dedication
ment from the longest format, PP you have done for jay Hazare towards domestic cricket, particu-

0 . 2023 World Test
[ESRd Championship final
) against Australia.
4 India’s sixth-highest
!7 CEL Y wicket-taker among
fast bowlers in Tests.

bringing the curtain down on
an impressive Test career
spanning 64 matches. He fin-
ished with 229 wickets, in-
cluding six five-wicket hauls,
becoming India's sixth-high-
est wicket-taker among fast
bowlers in Test cricket.

Trophy over
the last two
years, he did
not return to
the national
Test side.

Reacting to
the an-

larly his willingness to continue
working hard despite having estab-
lished himself internationally.

Shukla recalled Shami's early
days with Bengal, remembering
how the pacer progressed direct-
ly from the state's Under-23 set-
up to the Ranji Trophy.

Bengal is amazing,
Mohammed Shami js and
will always be a great
Inspiration.

A B) Laxmi Ratan Shukla

Bengal senior men’s
head coach

Media Cup: Player

Auction Process Kicks Off

BENGALURU

The player auction for the
"Media Cup" cricket tourna-
ment, organized by the Five
Stars organization for journal-
ists and media professionals,
was held at a private club in
the city.

Actor Vasishta Simha un-
veiled the Media Trophy for
this cricket festival, presented
by AVR Cinemax. The event
featured the selection of eight
competing teams alongside
the official launch of their
team jerseys.

The tournament will feature
eight participating teams:
Nishchitha Challengers, Ran-
ga Eleven, Team Parvam,
Basavanagudi Sai Cricketers,
CR Challengers, Dev Battlers,
Guru Sujay Cricketers, and
Marine Fighters. Organizers
announced that the tourna-
ment will take place in the

first week of December, with
participation not only from
media representatives but also
select film industry actors.

Following the inauguration,
an auction for over 200 expe-
rienced and skilled players
took place. In a fierce bidding
war modeled after the IPL,
CR Challengers (led by
Chetan C.R.) successfully se-
cured star player Simon with
the highest bid, while other
teams aggressively acquired
top talent.

The event was attended by
actor Vasishta Simha, sponsor
Manjunath N. (owner of Sri
Rayara Brindavana), Sanjay
(owner of Task Enterprises),
senior journalist Ramakanth,
Press Club General Secretary
Shivakumar Bellithatte, orga-
nizers Krishna Nayaka, Ra-
chan, Jayaprakash, Syed, and
Ravi Kumar, alongside vari-
ous team owners.

ABU DHABI

Rory Mcllroy bounced back
in style with a superb sev-
en-under 63 to move within
one shot of the leaders at the
halfway stage of the Abu
Dhabi Aldar Championship,
putting himself firmly in con-
tention for another title and
strengthening his bid for an
eighth Race to Dubai crown.

Mcllroy, who had struggled
with his putting in recent
weeks, produced a round fea-
turing 11 birdies, his highest
birdie tally in a DP World
Tour round. He shares fourth
place at 11-under with Adrian
Meronk, Sam Bairstow and
Matt Jordan, just one shot be-
hind the leading trio of Ryder
Cup team-mates Tyrrell Hat-

Mcllroy fires
| 63 to move
~within one shot

ton and Jon Rahm and Italy's
Francesco Laporta. Hatton
and Rahm, both chasing a
sixth Rolex Series title, card-
ed rounds of 65 and 67 re-
spectively to join Laporta at
12-under par at Yas Links.
Laporta, who opened with a
brilliant 62 to lead after the
first round, returned a two-un-
der 70 to surrender some of
his advantage. Despite a dou-
ble bogey on the 14th, the
Italian recovered with birdies
on the 15th and 18th to re-
main in a share of the lead.
Mcllroy's round had an un-
comfortable beginning as he
found an unplayable lie and
dropped a shot on the first
hole. However, he quickly re-
covered with birdies on the
second, fourth and seventh

before producing a remark-
able stretch of five consecu-
tive birdies from the ninth.

Although he dropped a shot
after that run, the Northern
Irishman finished strongly,
picking up three more birdies
over his final four holes to
post 63.

With Race to Dubai leader
Eugenio Chacarra sitting at
three-under par, Mcllroy has
an opportunity to make signif-
icant gains in the season-long
standings. Reflecting on his
round, Mcllroy said he had
been confident of working his
way back into contention after
the opening day.

"Yesterday was yesterday,
and today's a new day. I had
to take an unplayable at the
first and made a bogey.
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