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PM Modi extends Deepavali
greetings to the nation

Modi said he would continue his annual tradition of celebrating Deepavali with
soldiers but did not disclose the m|l|tary station or location this year

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday extended
Deepavali greetings to people
nationwide and said he would
continue his tradition of cele-
brating the festival with In-
dia’s soldiers.

In a video message shared
on social media, Modi wished
citizens peace, prosperity and
happiness. He said the coun-
try was illuminated with
lights on the eve of the festi-
val, describing the occasion
as a reflection of the nation’s
resolve against darkness.

“My heartiest greetings to
all of you for Diwali. I wish
for peace, prosperity and hap-
piness for all of you in the
coming days,” he said. The
Prime Minister added that he
celebrated Deepavali with en-
thusiasm and would once
again mark the occasion with
the country’s soldiers.

Modi said he had been cele-
brating the festival with sol-
diers every year and would
continue the practice this time
as well. However, he did not
reveal the military station or
location where he would spend
the festival. Earlier, in a mes-
sage shared through the gov-

“My heartiest greetings
to all of you for Diwali. |
wish for peace, prosperi-

ty and happiness for all
of you in the coming days”

- Narendra Modi, PM

ernment’s Jan Sampark Portal,
Modi described Deepavali as a
celebration of the victory of
light over darkness, goodness
over evil and hope over despair.

He said the festival was an
opportunity to cherish India’s
traditions and strengthen
bonds of togetherness. He

hoped it would inspire people
to spread kindness, embrace
positivity and work towards a
brighter future.

The Prime Minister urged
citizens to move ahead with
renewed energy and determi-
nation to build a prosperous
and developed India, often
referred to as ‘Viksit Bharat’.

On Saturday, Modi also vis-
ited Uprashtrapati Bhawan in
New Delhi and exchanged
Deepavali greetings with
Vice-President C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan. He was seen per-

President Murmu extends
Diwali greetings to citizens

President Droupadi Murmu on Satur-
day extended Diwali greetings to citi-
zens on the eve of the festival. Recall-
ing Lord Shri Ram’s return to Ayodhya
after defeating Ravana, she high-
lighted the significance of lighting
lamps. She expressed hope that pa-
triotic youth, guided by Indian values,
would contribute enthusiastically to-
wards building a developed India
(Viksit Bharat).

Ram Temple symbol of
Hindu self-respect: VP

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan ex-
tended Diwali greetings during his vis-
it to Ayodhya on Saturday and praised
the Ram temple as a symbol of Hindu
self-respect. Describing Lord Ram as
an embodiment of Dharma, compas-
sion and righteousness, he praised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath for following Ram's ideals and
promoting Ayodhya's development.

forming aarti during the visit.

Deepavali, the main festival
day, falls on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, this year. Modi’s an-
nouncement came before cel-
ebrations, while the location of
his planned interaction with
soldiers remained undisclosed.
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Centre disputes Karnataka’s
excess ethanol claims

NEW DELHI

The Union government and
three public sector oil compa-
nies on Saturday defended the
quality of E20 petrol, reject-
ing Karnataka’s allegations
that fuel samples from certain
outlets contained ethanol lev-
els exceeding the prescribed
20 per cent limit.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas said 893
samples collected across 27
States and Union Territories
were tested by Indian Oil
Corporation (IOCL), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPCL).
All reportedly contained eth-
anol within the prescribed 19-
21 per cent range under the
Bureau of Indian Standards’
IS 17021 specification.

Of these, 56 samples col-
lected from different locations
in Karnataka also met the
standards, recording ethanol
content between 19 and 20 per
cent, with an average of 19.30
per cent, the ministry said.

The statement came after
Karnataka Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Rizwan Ar-
shad alleged that tests con-
ducted on samples collected
from seven districts had found
ethanol levels between 26 and
31.2 per cent.

The oil companies ques-
tioned the State’s October
2026 sampling and testing

procedures, saying the exer-
cise was reportedly conducted
without their representatives.
They said they had not re-
ceived the retained samples,
complete outlet-wise details
or laboratory reports needed
to verify the findings inde-
pendently.

The companies also ques-
tioned the third-party labora-
tory certificates cited by Kar-
nataka. They said the docu-
ments mentioned gas chroma-
tography but did not specify
the applicable testing stan-
dard, dilution procedure or
reference material used.

Under the Motor Spirit and
High Speed Diesel Control
Order, 2005, and Marketing
Discipline Guidelines, 2024,
six one-litre samples must be
collected during inspections.
These are distributed among
dealers, oil companies or de-
partments and designated lab-
oratories for testing.

The ministry also said
claims of large consumer loss-
es due to reduced mileage and
vehicle repairs required care-
ful examination. Citing tech-
nical studies, it said mileage

Rahul Gandhi
questions Centre
over E20 petrol

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday criticised the Centre over
E20 petrol, citing Karnataka labo-
ratory tests that allegedly found
excess ethanol in fuel samples.
Inapost on X, he called the issue
“E20 turned into 420” and
claimed 11 of 14 samples from sev-
endistricts contained over 20 per
cent ethanol. Samples from Indi-
an Oil and Hindustan Petroleum
reportedly recorded 31.2 per cent
and 30.5 per cent, respectively.
Gandhi questioned the actual
ethanol content sold nationwide
and demanded action against
companies. However, three pub-
lic-sector oil companies disputed
the findings, saying their E20 fuel
complied with prescribed BIS
standards and questioning the
sampling and testing procedures.

reduction could range from
one to two per cent for
E20-compatible vehicles and
three to six per cent for others.

The oil companies have
sought complete documenta-
tion from Karnataka and pro-
posed joint sampling and in-
dependent testing at autho-
rised laboratories to resolve
the dispute.

The conflicting findings
have raised questions about
fuel quality monitoring and
the need for transparent, joint-
ly verifiable testing.

Indian diplomat
Shivani Gupta
elected to UN

Budget panel

NEW YORK

Indian diplomat Shivani Gup-
ta has been elected to the
United Nations Advisory
Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions
(ACABQ) for the 2027-2029
term.

India’s Permanent Mission
to the UN announced her
election and thanked member
states for their trust and sup-
port. Gupta will begin her
three-year term in January
2027.

The ACABQ is a subsidiary
body of the UN General As-
sembly and comprises 21
members appointed in their
individual capacities. Mem-
bers serve three-year terms,
with geographical representa-
tion taken into consideration.

The committee examines
the UN’s administrative and
budgetary requirements and
reviews resource proposals. It
provides recommendations to
promote accountability and
ensure the efficient use of
contributions made by mem-
ber states towards the organi-
sation’s global activities.

K'taka Chief Secretary releases

Scouts jubilee stickers

CHNEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Secretary Dr. Shalini
Rajneesh released flag stickers on
Saturday to mark the Bharat Scouts
and Guides’ Amrut Mahotsav, cele-
brating 75 years of service and
achievements. The stickers were re-
leased at her office in Vidhana Soud-
ha. Dr. Rajneesh congratulated the
organisation on completing 75 years
and extended her best wishes for its
continued contribution to society.
The Bharat Scouts and Guides cele-
brates its Foundation Day every year
on November 7. The organisation
plays an important role in developing
discipline, leadership, patriotism and
a spirit of service among children and
young people through its activities.
The Platinum Jubilee celebrations
recognise the organisation’s
long-standing efforts to guide young
people towards responsible citizen-
ship and community service.
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Congress sends weapons to
frighten rivals: BJP

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The BJP has strongly con-
demned the delivery of knives
and daggers to the home of
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy,
the Leader of the Opposition
in the Karnataka Legislative
Council. State BJP President
B.Y. Vijayendra called the act
unacceptable and a clear sign
of violent politics.

Vijayendra accused the rul-
ing Congress party of using
scare tactics to silence leaders
who question the govern-
ment's financial crisis and
poor management. He criti-
cised Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar and Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge, claim-
ing their words and actions
encourage this aggressive be-
haviour.

Highlighting Karnataka's
economic struggles, Vijay-
endra noted that the state gov-
ernment lacks funds for basic
needs. He pointed out delays
in paying pensions and a fail-
ure to build homes for the
poor. He suggested that in-
stead of running a poster cam-
paign against the BJP, Con-
gress should focus on its own
record. He also claimed that

Political Security &

Intimidation Crisis

Dangerous Threat Delivered

Knives and daggers sent via Blinkit
to Opposition Leader's home.

BJP Leadership Condemnation

State President B.Y. Vijayendra de-
nounces violent intimidation tactics.

Formal Police Complaint

R. Ashoka files official attempted
murder case with Police Commissioner.

Direct Accusations Made

Narayanaswamy links NSUI mem-
bers and Home Minister to the plot.

citizens are suffering from ris-
ing prices and that bribes are
now required for official gov-
ernment tasks.
Narayanaswamy reacted
with anger. He explained that
two individuals from the

NSUI used the Blinkit app to
send the weapons to his
house, choosing the
cash-on-delivery option. Un-
afraid, he stated he would
frame the weapons to show-
case the Congress party's vio-
lent culture. He directly ac-
cused Home Minister Priyank
Kharge of organizing the
threat and promised to fight
the issue in court and during
the winter assembly session.

Meanwhile, R. Ashoka, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Assembly, filed a formal
complaint with the Bangalore
Police Commissioner. He la-
belled the incident an attempt-
ed murder and demanded im-
mediate police action. Ashoka
warned that if the state gov-
ernment fails to maintain law
and order, the BJP is ready to
launch strong protests in re-
sponse.

Assam says 28 Bangladeshi

nationals expelled

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma said on Saturday that
police in Sribhumi district had ap-
prehended and expelled 28 Bangla-
deshi nationals allegedly staying in
the Stateillegally. Ina post on X,
Sarma said the government would
continue its action against infiltra-
tion and would not compromise on
Assam’s border security or identity.
He described the operation as part
of a sustained effort to prevent ille-
gal entry. The State has maintained
heightened vigilance along its bor-
der with Bangladesh. The Border
Security Force has also strength-
ened surveillance along the interna-
tional boundary in the Northeast
following unrest in Bangladesh in
2024. He did not disclose further
details of the operation.

Dipke vows
continued fight

for fair elections
KOCHI

Cockroach Janata Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke said
on Saturday that his campaign
against Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
would continue until India
had an independent and im-
partial electoral system.

Dipke spoke to reporters
after arriving at Cochin Inter-
national Airport to attend the
party’s ‘Jantar Mantar at Ko-
chi’ protest against the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls and Kumar.

He alleged that elections
conducted under Kumar
could not be trusted and were
being manipulated to favour
one political party. These al-
legations have not been inde-
pendently established.

Dipke said he expected a
large turnout of young people
at the demonstration. He also
claimed Kerala had the high-
est number of registered CJP
members, citing the party’s
database.

The Kochi protest formed
part of the party’s campaign
opposing the SIR exercise
and demanding Kumar’s
resignation.

MUDH NYOMA MILESTONE

Vijay seeks Modi's intervention
over Mekedatu dam

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, urging the Centre not
to grant statutory or adminis-
trative clearances for Karna-
taka’s proposed Mekedatu
dam project without the con-
sent of the Cauvery basin
States.

In his letter dated Novem-
ber 6, Vijay expressed con-
cern over a reported inspec-
tion of the proposed project
site by Union government
officials. He said the develop-
ment had increased anxiety
among farmers in Tamil
Nadu, who depend on river
water supplies for farming.

The proposed project envis-
ages a reservoir with a capac-
ity of 67.16 thousand million
cubic feet (TMC) across the
Cauvery, close to the Karna-
taka-Tamil Nadu border. Vi-
jay argued that the reservoir
could affect water flows to
Tamil Nadu and disrupt the
monthly releases set out under
the Cauvery water-sharing
framework. These concerns
reflect Tamil Nadu’s position.

The Chief Minister also re-
ferred to reports of Karnataka

officials meeting representa-
tives of the Union Ministries
of Jal Shakti and Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change to discuss the proj-
ect’s detailed project report
(DPR). He said any examina-
tion or technical assessment
would be inappropriate while
questions over the project re-
mained unresolved.

Vijay recalled that he had
raised the issue with the
Prime Minister in a letter dat-
ed July 28, seeking to ensure
that any approval was consis-
tent with the final award of
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal and the Supreme
Court’s 2018 judgment.

He also cited a unanimous res-
olution passed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly on
June 19 opposing the project.
The State has filed a petition in
the Supreme Court challenging
Union guidelines issued in De-
cember 2025 for preparing DPRs
for irrigation and multipurpose
projects in the Cauvery basin.

IAF makes historic landmg at Ladakh’s highest airbase

NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has achieved a major mile-
stone in aviation after its IL-
76MD heavy-lift transport
aircraft landed at the
Mudh-Nyoma airbase in
eastern Ladakh at 13,629
feet. The IAF said on Satur-
day that this was the high-
est-altitude landing ever
made by an IL-76 aircraft
anywhere in the world.

The Russian-origin air-
craft, known as Gajraj, com-
pleted the landing on Friday,
November 6. The IAF de-
scribed the achievement as a
new height in aviation histo-
ry and praised the crew for
their skill, precision and pro-

fessionalism. It said the feat
strengthened India’s strategic
airlift capability, allowing the
force to move troops, equip-
ment and supplies to remote
areas.

Mudh-Nyoma is located
about 25 km from the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) with
China.

The airbase was inaugurat-
ed in November 2025, when
then Chief of the Air Staff
Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh
landed a C-130J transport
aircraft there.

The base has a 2.7-km run-
way and can support fighter
jets, transport aircraft and
helicopters.

The Border Roads Organi-
sation developed the facility

under a project reported to
cost around Rs 218 crore.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh laid its foundation
stone in September 2023.
The upgrade forms part of
India’s efforts to improve
roads, bridges, airfields and
other facilities along the bor-
der after the 2020 military

standoff with China.

The latest landing comes
days after Air Chief Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit took charge
as the 29th Chief of the Air
Staff on October 31, suc-
ceeding A.P. Singh. India and
China reached an under-
standing in October 2024 to
disengage troops from fric-

Quick Overview

2 World Record Elevation: IL-
76MD heavy-lift transport aircraft
lands at 13,629 feet.

o Strategic Proximity: Mudh-Nyo-
ma airbase located just 25 km
from the Line of Actual Control.

2 Enhanced Airlift Capabilities:
Significantly boosts India's capaci-
ty to transport troops & equipment.

2 Border Infrastructure Growth:
Project developed by BRO at ap-
proximately ¥218 crore.

tion points in eastern Ladakh,
easing tensions after more
than four years of standoff.
However, both countries con-
tinue to strengthen infrastruc-
ture near the frontier.
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Provide quality healthcare to
citizens: Minister Dr Yatindra

CH NEWS, MYSURU

Providing quality and effi-
cient healthcare services to
the public, particularly the
poor and the common people
who depend on government
hospitals, is the foremost re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment, said Urban Develop-
ment Minister and Mysuru
District In-charge Minister
Dr. Yatindra Siddaramaiah.

He was speaking at a meet-
ing with medical officers and
senior staff of K.R. Hospital
in Mysuru on Saturday, where
he reviewed the hospital’s
functioning, administrative
matters, staffing requirements
and various issues affecting
its operations.

During the meeting, the
Minister held detailed discus-
sions on the current status of
the hospital, the availability
of medical personnel, infra-
structure facilities and the
challenges faced by the insti-
tution in delivering healthcare
services.

Dr. Yatindra said the gov-
ernment was committed to
ensuring that patients, espe-
cially those from economical-
ly weaker sections, received
timely and quality treatment

During the Minister’s visit to K.R. Hospital in Mysuru on Saturday

without facing any inconve-
nience. Government hospitals
play a crucial role in provid-
ing affordable healthcare to
ordinary citizens, and it was
essential to strengthen their
functioning.

The Minister said he had
obtained detailed information
from the hospital authorities
regarding the shortage of doc-
tors, nurses and other health-
care personnel, besides issues
relating to the availability of
essential medical facilities
and infrastructure.

He directed the officials to
identify the problems faced
by the hospital on a priority
basis and take necessary mea-
sures to resolve them. There
was a need for coordinated
efforts by doctors, nursing
staff, administrative personnel
and other employees to ensure
effective hospital manage-
ment and uninterrupted med-
ical services. Patients should
receive quality treatment,
proper care and timely medi-
cal attention. He asked the
hospital authorities to im-

prove the overall management
and functioning of the institu-
tion, ensuring that public
healthcare services were de-
livered efficiently.

Dr. Yatindra said continu-
ous monitoring was necessary
to prevent any shortcomings
in the delivery of healthcare
services. The government
would take appropriate steps
to strengthen and develop
K.R. Hospital further and
transform it into a more effi-
cient and patient-friendly
healthcare centre.

THE DIRECTIONS _Jumm

Identify the hospital’s problems
on a priority basis and resolve
them

Continuous monitoring to
prevent shortcomingsin
healthcare services

Coordinated work by doctors,
nurses and staff for
uninterrupted services

~

~

~

K.R. Hospital will be
developed into a more
efficient and patient-

friendly healthcare

centre

The Minister reiterated that
addressing the concerns of
medical staff and improving
facilities at government hos-
pitals would help enhance the
quality of healthcare available
to the public.

The meeting was attended
by Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer S. Ukesh Ku-
mar, Superintendent of Police
Mallikarjuna Baladandi, K.R.
Hospital Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. Shobha, Dean Dr.
Mudassir, Resident Medical
Officer Dr. Niyaz Pasha,
along with senior doctors and
other hospital staff.

Ensure tourist-friendly
facilities at Mysuru Govt
Museum: Commissioner

CH NEWS, MYSURU

Dr. P. Shivaraju, Commission-
er of the Department of Ar-
chaeology, Museums and
Heritage, Government of Kar-
nataka, visited the Govern-
ment Museum in Mysuru on
Saturday and inspected its
facilities.

During the visit, he in-
structed the officials and staff
working at the museum to en-
sure that all necessary basic
amenities were provided to
tourists and students visiting
the institution. Dr. Shivaraju
emphasised the need to create
a tourist-friendly environment
at the museum to enhance the
experience of visitors. The
department’s officials and em-
ployees must take the neces-
sary measures to ensure that
visitors, particularly students,
were provided with adequate
facilities and a comfortable
atmosphere.

He stressed that the muse-
um should offer a welcoming
environment for tourists and
educational groups, enabling
them to explore its collections
and heritage exhibits with
ease. The Commissioner also
reviewed the existing arrange-
ments and underscored the
importance of improving vis-
itor amenities to make the

At the Government Museum in Mysuru
on Saturday

The inspection

WHO Dr. P. Shivaraju,
Commissioner,
Archaeology,
Museums and

Heritage

Government
Museum, Mysuru

Basic amenities for
tourists and students

museum more accessible and
convenient for the public.

Department officials and
staff members concerned
were present during the in-
spection.

Democracy plays a
crucial role in
building future India:
MLC Raghu Kautilya

MYSURU

Democracy plays a vital role
in shaping the future of India,
and the younger generation
must understand the country's
democratic system, constitu-
tional framework and the role
of elected representatives,
said MLC R. Raghu Kautilya.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the District-Level
Youth Parliament at the Abdul
Nazir Sab Hall of the Zilla
Panchayat here on Friday. The
programme was organised
jointly by the district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, De-
partment of Social Welfare,
Department of School Educa-
tion and Literacy, Department
of Higher Education, Depart-
ment of Law, Justice and Hu-
man Rights, and the District
Legal Services Authority.

Raghu Kautilya said that
Basavanna, in the 12th centu-
ry, had ushered in a revolution
of equality by ensuring equal
rights, dignity and recognition
for all sections of society, in-
cluding the working class.
Mysuru had adopted demo-
cratic practices alongside
monarchy even before India
attained Independence. Mysu-
ru was among the first regions
in the country to lay the foun-
dation for democratic gover-
nance.

Highlighting the contribu-
tion of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
the architect of the Indian
Constitution, he said his ef-
forts in drafting the Constitu-
tion had been immense. Stu-
dents should understand civic
processes from the school
level and develop the courage
to question developments tak-
ing place in the country.

Another MLC C.N. Manje-
gowda said that every individ-
ual must fulfil their duties
before exercising their rights.
If people discharge their re-
sponsibilities sincerely, mon-

ey, power and social recogni-
tion would follow naturally.
Progress achieved by society
was largely due to the Consti-
tution drafted by Dr Ambed-
kar. Society must be guided
by the ideals and principles
enshrined in the Constitution.

He noted that meaningful
discussions on women's em-
powerment, educational re-
forms and rural development
had taken place during the
programme.

Former Mayor Purush-
otham said that people must
make a firm commitment to
protecting democracy rather
than merely engaging in sym-
bolic exercises. He expressed
his personal opinion that con-
temporary politics, protests
and laws were not adequately
aligned with the Indian Con-
stitution. Youths should enter
politics and journalism and
aspire to occupy higher posi-
tions in the legal field to en-
sure proper governance and
justice for the majority of the
population and the poor. The
programme should not remain
confined to a three-day train-
ing session or a one-day dis-
cussion. Instead, participants
should draw inspiration from
it and work towards achieving
their goals, he said.

Senior Civil Judge and
District Legal Services Au-
thority Member-Secretary
Nagaraja Siddappa Ankasa-
doddi, Mysuru Bar Associa-
tion President Lokesh S.,
Deputy Director of the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion (Pre-University)
Nagamma M.P., Deputy Di-
rector of the Department of
School Education and Liter-
acy D. Uday Kumar, Joint
Director of the Department
of Social Welfare Bindya
H.S., social activists Ahinda
Javaraappa and Somayya
Maliyuru, officials and oth-
ers were present.

SWR GM inspects Amrit
Bharat station works at four
stations in Mysuru Division

CH NEWS, MYSURU

P. Ananth, General Manager,
South Western Railway, in-
spected the ongoing develop-
ment works under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme at
Chamarajanagar, Sakleshpur,
Subramanya Road and Chik-
kamagaluru railway stations.

During the inspection, the
General Manager reviewed
the progress of various station
redevelopment works and as-
sessed the passenger ameni-
ties being provided at these
stations. The works at these
stations are nearing comple-
tion and are expected to be
ready for inauguration shortly.

At Chamarajanagar Rail-
way Station, Ananth person-
ally tasted the drinking water
to assess its quality and en-
sure that safe and quality

At Chamarajanagar, the
General Manager tasted
the drinking water to
assess its quality

drinking water is provided to
passengers. He also reviewed
the availability and mainte-
nance of other passenger ame-
nities at the station.

Mudit Mittal, Divisional
Railway Manager, Mysuru,
along with branch officers of
Mysuru Division, accompa-
nied the General Manager
during the inspection.

The inspection focused on
ensuring the timely completion
of the development works and
providing improved passenger
amenities, better facilities and
a comfortable travel experi-
ence to railway passengers.

Minister Puttarangasetty opens MYMUL
stall at Dasara Exhibition ground

CH NEWS, MYSURU

Animal Husbandry Minister
Puttarangasetty expressed ap-
preciation after gaining an
overview of the functioning
of the Mysuru District Coop-
erative Milk Producers’ Union
(MYMUL), including dairy
farming by rural families, the
role of Bulk Milk Cooling
(BMC) centres in promoting
dairy development and the use
of high-tech milk purification
equipment.

The minister formally inau-
gurated the MYMUL stall at
the Mysuru Dasara Exhibition
ground and went through the
information displayed at the
stall on Friday. He examined
models of machinery used for
milk collection at dairy cen-
tres and listened to detailed
explanations of various gov-
ernment schemes. He also
gathered information on the
assistance extended by the
milk union to farmers.

The minister viewed an in-
formative display depicting
the scientific process through
which milk collected from in-
dividual farmers is processed
and transformed into milk
packets and various dairy
products.

Speaking after inaugurating
the newly constructed Silk
Department and Animal Hus-
bandry Department stalls at
the Dasara Exhibition Author-
ity premises, he said the ini-
tiative was aimed at familiar-
ising the public with the func-
tioning of MYMUL. “Every
member of the public should
know how the Mysuru Dis-

RURAL LIVELIHOODS

At the inauguration of the MYMUL stall at the Dasara Exhibition ground in Mysuru

trict Cooperative Milk Pro-
ducers’ Union functions. They
should also be introduced to
milk, curd, butter, peda, My-
sore Pak and other dairy prod-
ucts. Only about 60 per cent
of the milk produced can be
sold as milk. The remaining
quantity has to be converted
into other products and mar-
keted. Hence, efforts are be-
ing made to familiarise people
with these products,” he said.

Price hike defended
Responding to a question on
the increase in milk prices,
Puttarangasetty said the Op-
position was bound to criti-
cise the government’s deci-
sions. “Isn’t it the job of the
Opposition to oppose? Let
them protest against the price
hike. The Opposition is there
to portray good initiatives as
bad. But shouldn’t the farmers
be the ones to express their
views?”

“This is not the first time
milk prices have been in-
creased. Prices were revised
in 2021, 2022 and 2023 as
well. We have been revising

‘ Isn’t it the job of the
Opposition to

oppose? Let them protest

against the price hike.”

— Puttarangasetty, Animal
Husbandry Minister

600/0 of the milk produced
can be sold as milk; the
rest is made into curd,
butter, peda and other
products

prices from time to time. We
have also instructed officials
to reduce the price of curd as
much as possible. A reduction
of around Rs. 2 may be possi-
ble,” he said.

The minister maintained
that the State government had
increased milk prices sincere-
ly with the objective of bene-
fiting farmers. BJP leaders
must question price hikes ef-
fected by the Union govern-
ment as well and speak in fa-
vour of the people, he said.

MYMUL Managing Direc-
tor K.N. Suresh Naik, senior
officials, staff members and
office-bearers of the employ-
ees’ union were present.

Training programme on dairy farming and

CH NEWS, MYSURU

A 12-day training programme
on dairy farming and vermi-
compost production, organ-
ised by RUDSETI in associa-
tion with the NRLM and My-
suru Zilla Panchayat, con-
cluded on Friday.

Chandrashekar, Training
Coordinator of JSS STEP, My-
suru, participated as the chief
guest and distributed certifi-
cates to the trainees. Address-
ing the trainees, Chan-
drashekar said dairy farming
and vermicompost production
were excellent sources of in-
come in rural areas, alongside
agriculture. These activities
offered opportunities to start
with low investment and grad-
ually expand into successful
enterprises.

Dairy farming is an import-

ant livelihood activity that
provides a regular income to
farming families. There is
sustained market demand for
milk and its value-added
products, including curd, but-
ter, ghee and paneer. The two
activities can complement
each other, as cow dung gen-
erated through dairy farming
can be used for vermicompost
production.

He said the integrated ap-
proach would facilitate the
effective utilisation of agricul-
tural waste, generate addition-
al income, create employment
opportunities and contribute
to environmental conserva-
tion. He urged the trainees to
develop entrepreneurial skills
and achieve success.

Dr. Raghavendra, Veterinary
Officer from Chamarajanagar,
participated in the programme
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Trainees and guests at the close of the tralnlng programme at RUDSETI, Mysuru

and explained the scientific
aspects of dairy farming and
the development of live-
stock-related enterprises.

He said scientific cattle and
buffalo rearing, providing bal-
anced and nutritious feed, se-
lecting quality breeds, ensur-
ing timely veterinary care and
maintaining milk quality were
essential for achieving better
returns from dairy farming. He
encouraged the youth to pur-

sue these activities with dedi-
cation and a clear objective.
Presiding over the pro-
gramme, institute Director
Bhavya C.K. said interest in
organic and natural farming
was increasing among farm-
ers, creating a growing de-
mand for vermicompost. She
explained that high-quality

) 12

days of training

vermicompost productwn concludes

vermicompost could be pro-
duced at a low cost by using
agricultural waste, cow dung
and other organic materials. It
would improve soil fertility
and help maintain soil health.

Local farmers, nursery own-
ers, horticultural growers and
organic farmers were the ma-
jor consumers of vermicom-
post, she said, citing the suc-
cess stories of model agricul-
tural entrepreneurs and moti-
vating the trainees to pursue
entrepreneurship.

Senior faculty member Pal
Raj welcomed the guests,
while senior faculty member
Latamani delivered the vote
of thanks. A total of 21 train-
ees and institute staff mem-
bers attended the programme.

21

trainees




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

MYSURU

SUNDAY » NOVEMBER 8, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Mysuru invited to receive Swachh
Survekshan national award

Award to be presented on November 11in the presence of President Droupadi Murmu

CH NEWS, MYSURU

Mysuru has received an offi-
cial invitation from the Union
Ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs to receive a na-
tional award under Swachh
Survekshan 2025-26.

The city has been included
in the list of award-winning
cities released by the Minis-
try.
The award presentation cer-
emony will be held at Vigyan
Bhavan in New Delhi on No-
vember 11 from 10 am, in the
presence of President of India
Droupadi Murmu.

However, the category un-
der which Mysuru has been

WHEN November 11, from
10am

WHERE Vigyan Bhavan,
New Delhi

PRESENCE President Droupadi
Murmu

CATEGORY Yet to be
announced

selected for the award is yet
to be disclosed. The Mysuru
City Corporation (MCC) said
it had received the official in-
vitation to attend the award
ceremony. Further details re-
garding the award category
and other particulars would be
announced once they were of-
ficially released.

The Mysuru City Corporation office, lit up at night

The recognition is expected
to be a significant achieve-
ment for Mysuru, which has
consistently focused on main-
taining cleanliness and im-
proving civic sanitation stan-
dards.

Mysuru-Kodagu MP Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, in a statement, ex-
pressed happiness over the
city’s invitation to receive the
Swachh Survekshan national
award.

He congratulated the poura-
karmikas (civic sanitation
workers) and citizens who
had been continuously con-
tributing towards keeping the
city clean.

He called upon all stake-
holders to work together to
further enhance Mysuru’s rep-
utation as a clean city.

In a statement, Urban

Development Minister Dr.
Yathindra Siddaramaiah said
Mysuru’s invitation to the na-
tional award ceremony in the
presence of the President was
a matter of pride for the State.
He said the award category
was yet to be officially an-
nounced, and congratulated
the pourakarmikas, municipal
officials, employees and citi-
zens of Mysuru for their ef-
forts in achieving the recogni-
tion. The Mysuru City
Corporation expressed its
gratitude to pourakarmikas,
voluntary organisations, citi-
zens and all stakeholders who
had contributed towards main-
taining cleanliness in the city.

The civic body acknowl-
edged the collective efforts of
sanitation workers, public
representatives, organisations
and residents in improving

the city’s cleanliness stan-
dards.

The official invitation to re-
ceive the national award is
expected to further motivate
the civic administration and
citizens to continue their ef-

MP Yaduveer Wadiyar
congratulated the
pourakarmikas and
citizens who keep the
city clean

forts towards maintaining a
clean, hygienic and sustain-
able urban environment.

The award category and the
specific achievement for
which Mysuru has been rec-
ognised will be known after
the official announcement by
the Union Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs.

Overwhelming response for
e-Khata drive in Mysuru

CH NEWS, MYSURU

The three-day special e-Khata
campaign organised by the
Mysuru City Corporation
(MCC) from November 5 to 7
has concluded successfully,
receiving an encouraging re-
sponse from the public.

A total of 1,793 applica-
tions were received during the
special drive, aimed at facili-
tating property owners in ob-
taining e-Khata documents.

On Saturday, the final day
of the campaign, the civic
body received 638 applica-
tions, reflecting the contin-
ued enthusiasm among citi-
zens to avail themselves of
the facility.

It received 740 applications
on Nov 5, 415 applications on
Nov 6 and 638 applications
on Nov 7.

The special campaign was
organised to streamline the
e-Khata process and provide
greater convenience to prop-
erty owners by enabling them
to submit their applications
through a dedicated initiative.

Appreciating the dedicated
efforts of the data entry oper-
ators who worked tirelessly to
ensure the success of the cam-
paign, the MCC Commission-
er extended special Diwali
greetings to them. As a ges-
ture of appreciation, the Com-
missioner distributed memen-
toes and sweets to the data
entry operators, acknowledg-
ing their valuable contribution

Applications being received at the MCC’s special e-Khata campaign in Mysuru

and commitment to public
service.

The Commissioner praised
their efforts in handling the
applications efficiently and
helping the civic administra-
tion ensure a smooth and suc-
cessful implementation of the
special e-Khata drive.

The Mysuru City Corpora-
tion also conveyed its heart-
felt gratitude to all officers,
employees and members of
the public who extended their
cooperation and support in
making the campaign a suc-
cess.

Distribution on Nov 18

The MCC has announced that
e-Khata documents pertaining
to all eligible applications re-
ceived during the campaign
will be distributed on Novem-

Applications aday
Total: 1,793 in three days

740

638
415

Nov5 Nov 6 Nov7
Figures: MCC
ber 18, 2026.

The distribution will com-
mence at 10 am at the Mysuru
City Corporation’s Central
Office.

The civic body has reiterat-
ed its commitment to improv-
ing citizen services and sim-
plifying property-related ad-
ministrative procedures
through special public out-
reach initiatives.

Yathindra inaugurates modern
Intensive Care Un1t at K.R. Hospital

CH NEWS, MYSURU

Urban Development Minister
and Mysuru District In-charge
Minister Dr. Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah on Saturday inaugu-
rated a newly established,
well-equipped Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) at K.R. Hospital
in Mysuru.

It is aimed at strengthening
public healthcare services and
providing quality medical
treatment to patients.

The new ICU has been es-
tablished with the objective of
ensuring that poor and mid-
dle-class patients receive
timely and quality medical

The ICU aims to give poor
and middle-class patients
timely, quality carein
emergencies

care, particularly during med-
ical emergencies. Equipped
with advanced medical facili-
ties, the unit is expected to
significantly improve the hos-
pital’s capacity to handle crit-
ical cases and provide special-
ised treatment.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister highlighted the
importance of strengthening
government healthcare insti-

Dignitaries at the new Intensive Care Unit at K.R. Hospital in Mysuru

tutions to ensure that quality
medical services were acces-
sible to all sections of society.
He said the availability of
modern medical infrastruc-
ture in government hospitals
would greatly benefit eco-
nomically weaker sections
and middle-class families
who depend on public health-
care facilities.

The newly inaugurated ICU
is expected to provide en-
hanced treatment facilities for
patients requiring intensive
medical attention. With the
addition of the unit, K.R. Hos-
pital will be better equipped to

manage emergencies and cater
to patients suffering from crit-
ical health conditions.

The facility is also expected
to benefit people from Mysu-
ru and neighbouring regions
who seek treatment at the
hospital, one of the major
government healthcare insti-
tutions in the district.

The establishment of the
advanced ICU is part of the
broader effort to improve
healthcare infrastructure and
ensure that patients receive
appropriate treatment without
having to depend entirely on
private hospitals. The new fa-

cility is expected to strength-
en the hospital’s emergency
care services and improve its
ability to provide timely med-
ical intervention to patients in
need of critical care.

The inauguration marked
another step towards enhanc-
ing the healthcare infrastruc-
ture at K.R. Hospital, which
caters to a large number of
patients from Mysuru city,
surrounding rural areas and
neighbouring districts.

The Minister reiterated the
importance of making gov-
ernment hospitals more effi-
cient and patient-friendly by
improving medical facilities
and ensuring access to quality
treatment.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Yukesh Ku-
mar, Superintendent of Police
Mallikarjuna Baladandi, K.R.
Hospital Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. Shobha, Dean Dr.
Mudassir, senior doctors and
hospital staff were present.

The addition of the modern
ICU is expected to enhance
the hospital’s critical care ca-
pabilities and provide greater
access to advanced medical
treatment for the public, par-
ticularly those who cannot
afford expensive healthcare
services in private hospitals.

International recognition for two
JSSSTU faculty members

CH NEWS, MYSURU

JSS Science and Technology
University, Mysuru, has said
that two of its faculty mem-
bers, Dr. P. Siva Kota Reddy,
Professor and Head, Depart-
ment of Mathematics, and Dr.
Punith Gowda R.J., Associate
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, have received
international recognition for
their scholarly contributions
and research excellence.

Dr. Punith Gowda R.J. has
achieved the distinction of
being featured in the presti-
gious Stanford University—EI-
sevier World’s Top 2% Scien-
tists List for five consecutive
years (2022-2026) in the
fields of Mechanical Engi-
neering and Transport. His
research contributions span
several interdisciplinary ar-
eas, including Mechanical
Engineering, Transport, Heat
Transfer, and Biomedical En-
gineering.

Adding further distinction
to his achievement, he has
also been featured in the 2026
Career-Long Impact List. In
the 2026 single-year assess-
ment, he secured a Global
Rank of 70,133 and a Sub-
field Rank of 671, reflecting
his sustained research contri-
butions and scholarly impact.

The two JSSSTU Mathematics faculty members honoured for their research

Similarly, Dr. P. Siva Kota
Reddy, Professor and Head,
Department of Mathematics,
has been featured in the 2026
Stanford University—Elsevier
World’s Top 2% Scientists
List in the broad research ar-
eas of Mathematics and Sta-
tistics, under the subfield of
General Mathematics.

He has secured a Global

yearsinarow
in the World’s
Top 2%
Scientists List
for Dr. Punith
GowdaR.J.

Rank of 1,187,318 and a Sub-
field Global Rank of 6,461.
His research contributions
and scholarly excellence are
primarily in Mathematics,
Statistics, and Graph Theory.

These international recogni-
tions highlight the research
capabilities, academic excel-
lence, and scholarly contribu-
tions of the faculty members
of JSS Science and Technolo-
gy University. Their achieve-
ments reflect the University’s
continued commitment to fos-
tering a vibrant research envi-
ronment, encouraging inter-
disciplinary collaboration,
and promoting impactful re-
search at the global level.

The University congratu-
lates both faculty members on
their significant accomplish-
ments and wishes them con-
tinued success in their aca-
demic and research endeav-
ours. Their achievements
serve as an inspiration to fel-
low faculty members, research
scholars, and students to pur-
sue excellence in research,
innovation, and knowledge
creation.

National Toothbrushing Day observed at govt school

CH NEWS, MYSURU

A special oral health aware-
ness programme was organ-
ised at Mahadevi Senior Pri-
mary School, Akkana Balaga,
a government school in My-
sury, on Saturday to mark Na-
tional Toothbrushing Day.

The programme was organ-
ised by Dr. Bharathkumar
Garla, Director of Ora Cycle,
with the objective of promot-
ing dental hygiene and en-
couraging children to develop
healthy oral care habits.

As part of the initiative, a

At the school

@ Free dental check-up camp

200
@ bamboo toothbrushes given

free
Lessons on brushing
correctly

free dental check-up camp
was conducted for the stu-
dents. Around 200 bamboo
toothbrushes were distributed
free of cost to the children.
The students were educated
on the importance of main-
taining healthy teeth, the cor-

Children at the oral health awareness programme in Akkana Balaga, Mysuru

rect technique of brushing
teeth every day and the need
to maintain proper oral hy-
giene.

The awareness programme
focused on educating children
about the significance of den-
tal health and encouraging
them to adopt good brushing
practices from an early age.

The organisers emphasised
the importance of protecting
teeth and maintaining oral

cleanliness to prevent dental
problems. The initiative aimed
to create awareness among
schoolchildren about the need
for regular dental care and the
development of healthy hab-
its. The programme was con-
ducted as part of efforts to
promote oral health awareness
among young students and
encourage them to take re-
sponsibility for their dental
hygiene.

Year-long Vande Mataram campalgn concludes in Mysuru

CH NEWS, MYSURU

The Savarkar Foundation,
Mysuru, organised the con-
cluding ceremony of its year-
long programmes marking the
150th anniversary of the na-
tional song Vande Mataram at
a park near Nandi Circle in
Kanakadasanagar, Mysuru, on
Saturday.

The foundation had con-
ducted special programmes in
more than 100 schools, col-
leges and institutions across
Karnataka from November
2025 to November 2026 to
commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of the patriotic song.

Mysuru-Kodagu MP Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, who was the chief
guest, expressed happiness
over the foundation’s year-
long initiatives, and said stu-
dents should go beyond their
prescribed textbooks and ex-
plore India’s history and un-
dertake efforts to understand
historical facts. He said such
an approach would help them
build a more glorious future.

The MP recalled the sacri-
fices made by Vinayak Damo-
dar Savarkar for the country,
and pointed out that the au-
thentic complete version of

Vande Mataram, composed by
Bankim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay, consists of six stanzas.
He said schools could begin
their daily activities with the
collective singing of Vande
Mataram.

He also appreciated the Na-
rendra Modi-led Union Gov-
ernment for its initiative to
issue guidelines on singing
the complete version of the
national song, stating that it
would help preserve its origi-
nal form and significance.

The chief speaker, H.N.
Chandrashekar of Tumakuru,
spoke about India’s rich heri-
tage and the historical chal-
lenges faced by the country
during foreign invasions and
colonial rule. He said that
even after India attained inde-
pendence through struggles

3 f A
Guests at the concludlng ceremony of the Savarkar Foundation’s Vande Mataram
programmes in Mysuru

and sacrifices, several nation-
al heroes had been overlooked
in textbooks due to vote-bank
politics and religious appease-
ment.

He criticised attempts to
find fault with Vande Mata-
ram, which celebrates India’s
beauty and strength, and said
that the truncation of its vers-
es had been corrected by the
Union Government.

One lakh people across
five districts

Foundation president Dr. Ya-
shaswini S. presided over the
programme. She said that
with the collective efforts of
volunteers, the foundation had
organised the complete sing-
ing of Vande Mataram among
one lakh people across five
districts — Mysuru, Bengalu-

ru, Tumakuru, Hassan and
Mandya The foundation had
also distributed one lakh cer-
tificates to participants.

Dr. Chandrashekar of Adi-
tya Adhikari Hospital, former
Mysuru City Corporation cor-
porator Lakshmi Kiran, foun-
dation general secretary
Rakesh Bhat, joint secretary
Shivakumar Chikkakanya,
treasurer Sandesh, and of-
fice-bearers Santosh B.P.,
Shivu Patel, Girish, D. Ra-
ghavendra, H.S. Hireanna, K.
Chetan, Kiran and Vishak
were present.

7]
DIDYOU KNOW?
| The complete version |
of Vande Mataram,
composed by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay, has
six stanzas, MP Yaduveer

Wadi inted out.
 Vedwerpontedait.

More than 1,200 people,
including students and teach-
ers from Hari Vidyalaya, Go-
palaswamy Shishu Vihara and
Pre-University College, Prag-
athi Vidya Kendra, Rashtrot-
thana, Taralabalu and Sri Bri-
haspatyacharya Educational
Institutions, participated in
the programme.
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students shine
in Kabaddi
competitions

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Students of Saraswati
Vidya Mandira School
have brought pride to
Magadi by securing first
place in the taluk-level
Kabaddi competition and
second place at the dis-
trict level. Five students
have also been selected
for divisional and state-
level competitions. G.S.
Puneeth, Taluk BJP Raitha
Morcha president, felici-
tated the students and
presented personal prizes.
He also awarded 5,000
to the school’s physical
education teachers and
coaches for their guid-
ance. Puneeth praised the
students’ achievements
and encouraged them to
accept victory and defeat
equally while working
towards success at state
and national levels.

Medical waste dumping near

Magadi

Bandipur sparks outrage

Locals report trucks returning from Kerala are illegally dumping
hospital waste along the highway near Bandipur forest

CH NEWS, GUNDLUPET

The alleged illegal dumping
of medical waste brought
from Kerala along National
Highway 766 near the Gun-
dlupet border in Chamara-
janagar district has raised
serious concerns among lo-
cal residents.

Villagers fear that the
waste could pose health
risks and increase the possi-
bility of infectious diseases.

According to local resi-
dents, lorries and Eicher ve-
hicles returning from Kerala
after transporting goods are
allegedly dumping hospital
waste near a hill along the
highway passing through
the Bandipur forest region.

Activist Muneer Pasha
said the dumped waste had
created a foul smell, causing
concern among people liv-

ing nearby. Another activist,
Ashok, questioned how ve-
hicles carrying such waste
could pass through several
forest and police check-
posts without being detect-
ed. He alleged that the ille-
gal dumping continued de-
spite an earlier public inter-
vention involving a suspect-
ed vehicle.

Responding to the issue,
Karnataka Minister for For-
est, Ecology and Environ-
ment R. Ramalinga Reddy
said he would personally
inspect the Mulehole check-
post and direct officials to
take necessary action. He
assured that strict measures
would follow the inspec-
tion.

The minister also ad-
dressed other forest-related
issues, including the inci-
dent at Cauvery Wildlife

Forest Minister R. Ramalinga Reddy.

Sanctuary and repairs to an
anti-poaching camp dam-
aged in a gelatin-stick ex-
plosion. He said forest per-
sonnel should not hesitate to
perform their duties.

On illegal firearms, Red-
dy said action would be tak-
en against those possessing
unlicensed weapons after
the November | surrender
deadline. He also stated that
a decision on declaring

The dumping row

— Dumping: hospital waste
from Kerala left near
National Highway 766

— Health fears: villagers worry
about infectious diseases

— Assurance: Forest Minister R.
Ramalinga Reddy will
inspect the Mulehole
check-post

— Check-posts: activists ask
how the vehicles got past
forest and police checks

Male Mahadeshwara Wild-
life Sanctuary a tiger re-
serve would be taken after
consulting local residents.

Residents have urged au-
thorities to investigate the
medical waste dumping,
identify those responsible
and prevent further inci-
dents.

Students urged to preserve
their historical heritage

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Understanding the history, culture and traditions of ancestors is
essential to preserving heritage for future generations, said V.
Moorthachar, Education Coordinator at the Chitradurga Taluk
Block Education Officer’s office.

He was speaking after inaugurating the taluk-level ‘Prachya
Prajna’ (Heritage Awareness) competition for high school stu-
dents at Sampige Siddeshwara High School. The programme was
jointly organised by the Block Education Officer’s office and the
Department of Archaeology, Museums and Heritage, Mysuru.

@ VISVESVARAYA TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

“Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi - 590018, Karnataka

Ref.No: VTU/BGM/RE/2026-27/IFT No.84/4509 Date: 07-11-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) - (Through KPP Portal Only)

The e-Tender is invited in duplicate from eligible Tenderers,
registered Contractor, by the Registrar, Visvesvaraya
Technological University, “Jnana Sangama”, Belagavi - 18,
under standard tender document procedure K/W format
for the work of Construction of Additional Third & Fourth
Floor for Computer Labs Over Newly Constructed
Class Room Complex Building to UG / PG Courses
(including Electrification, Networking, Aluminum
Partition, Surveillance System and Air Conditioners)
at VTU, Regional Centre, Kalaburagi. Amounting to
Rs. 4,15,25,343/- (Excluding GST). Other details log on to
Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on 11-11-2026.

Sd/- Registrar

VTU, Belagavi

DIPR/Belagavi/1076/Adverto/2026-27

CAUVERY NIRAVARINIGAMA LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka under taking)
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, NO2 KABINI CANAL DIVISION,
KOLLEGAL-571440, DISTRICT: CHAMARAJANAGAR.
PHONE / FAX NO. 08224-252287 e-Mail: eeno2kcd@yahoo.co.in

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement e-Portal only)
(Two Electronic Document System: e-D1-Technical Bid and e-D2-Financial Bid)

TENDER NOTIFICATION No-08/2026-27 DATED: 03-11-2026.

Tenders have been invited through KPP e-Portal in two
tender document system as per approved standard bid doc-
ument for the works of “Rehabilitation and improvement
works to Uduthorehalla Dam under world bank aided
DRIP Phase-II programme” (Package-I) Est cost Rs.
525.83 Lakhs [Indent No-5557] from eligible contractors
registered in KPWD/CPWD.

Details of tender processing fee, EMD amount, Pre bid
meeting details, Last date for submitting and opening of ten-
der and other details can be had from KPPP e-portal web site
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.inFurther changes in this Notifica-
tion will be published in www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Further information can be obtained from this office.

Executive Engineer, (I/c)
CNNL, No2 Kabini Canal

No: DIPR: CHANAGAR: 440: 2026-27. Division, Kollegal.

Government of Karnataka

Karnataka Public Works, Department
Sirasi Division(U.K), Karnataka

Telephone: 08384- 223164 Fax: 08384- 224100.
No. PWDISR.DN/AEIIFT/ KRDCL Bridges(5054 SH Imp. 12026-27/ 2473 Date: IFT No.. 03.11.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (SHORT TERM) KW-4

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION
(1) The Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Sirasi invites tenders from
eligible tenderers, for the construction of works detailed in the Table below.
The tenderers may submit tenders for any or all of the works given in the
Table. The price tender which will be opened only if the Tenderer is found
to be qualified to execute the tendered works. The Tenderers are advised
to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 3 of the
Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for award of the contract. (26.03.2021)
(2) Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka
e-Procurement website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/eportal/index.seam
under login for Contractors: (3) Tenders must be accompanied by EMD
Declaration form Proforma attached. (4) Tenders must be electronically
submitted (on-line through internet) with in the date and time published in
e-procurement portal. The technical bid will be opened after prescribed time
and date in the eprocurement portal, in the presence of the Tenderers who
wish to attend at the Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Department,
SIRSI Division. (5) Other details can be seen in the tender documents
(Total 2 Work)
(1) Last date and time for Tender Queries/Clarifications: 11-11-2026 up to 16.00.00
(2) Last Date and Time for receipt of tenders : 12-11-2026 up to 16.00.00
(3) Date and Time for opening of Technical Bid : 13 -11-2026 @ 16.30.00
(4) Date and Time for opening of Financial Bid : 16-11-2026 @ 16.00.00
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Public work Department Division
Sirsi (Uttara Kannada)

DIPR/IKWR/KSMCA/533/26-27
dt. 06.11.2026

Diwali rush drives up Karnataka bus fares

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, GADAG

Travelling home for Diwali
has become expensive for
passengers as private bus op-
erators have sharply in-
creased ticket prices amid
rising festive demand.

The steep fare hike has
placed an additional finan-
cial burden on families
travelling from Bengaluru
and Mangaluru to North
Karnataka districts, includ-
ing Gadag, Haveri, Dhar-
wad and Bagalkot.

With several holidays co-
inciding with the festival,
thousands of passengers are
travelling to their home-
towns to celebrate with
their families. Taking ad-
vantage of the increased
demand, private bus fares
on several routes have re-
portedly increased two to
three times compared with
regular days.

According to reports pub-
lished on November 7, pas-
sengers travelling from
Bengaluru to different des-
tinations are facing signifi-
cant price increases. For
instance, fares on the Ben-

galuru—Mangaluru route
have reportedly risen from
the usual 3496-X1,157 to
21,785-%34,999. On the
Bengaluru—Hubballi route,
tickets are being sold for
%1,989-%8,000, compared
with regular fares of
2660-%1,700.

The situation has also
raised concerns among pas-
sengers travelling with their
families under the state
government’s Shakti
scheme. Introduced in June
2023, the scheme provides
eligible women and trans-
gender persons domiciled
in Karnataka with free trav-
el on specified non-luxury
government bus services
within the state. However,
male passengers are re-
quired to purchase tickets.

Passengers have also
raised concerns about addi-
tional charges on special
government bus services
during festive periods. Such
services may carry different
fares depending on the
route and bus category.

A passenger from Laksh-
meshwar said that although
the free travel facility ben-

‘ Amidst the hype of

free travel, the price
hike of festive special
buses is a testament to the
fact that giving is on one
side and taking is on the
other”

— Ashwini Bidnal (Gowdar)
efits women, families still
face considerable expenses
when male members have
to purchase tickets and pri-
vate buses charge higher
fares.

Passengers have urged
transport authorities to
monitor private bus fares
and ensure affordable travel
options during festivals.
They have also called for
greater transparency in spe-
cial bus ticket pricing.

Parameshwara rules
out renaming
Shivakumara

Swamiji

Circle

362,000 cr

estimated drought losses

%22,000cr

sought from the Centre

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister Dr G.
Parameshwara has clarified
that the name of Shivaku-
mara Swamiji Circle in Tu-
makuru will not be
changed.

He made the statement
after visiting Siddaganga
Matha and receiving the
blessings of Sri Siddalinga
Swamiji on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters,
Parameshwara said his fam-
ily had maintained a close
relationship with the Matha
for generations. He recalled
that his father and elder
brother regularly visited the
institution and said the fam-
ily continued the tradition.

Clarifying concerns over
the circle’s name, he said
there was no proposal to re-
name it. He explained that
changing the name of a
public junction required a
formal proposal from the
local civic body and ap-
proval through the pre-
scribed government pro-
cess. No such procedure
had been initiated, he said.

LED screen under test
Regarding the installation
of an LED screen at the cir-
cle, Parameshwara said
technical testing was still
underway. The inauguration
would be announced after
the technical issues were
resolved.

He said the project aimed

to bring modern technology
to cities such as Tumakuru
instead of limiting such fa-
cilities to Bengaluru. The
screen could be used for ad-
vertisements and govern-
ment announcements. Pri-
vate organisations and indi-
viduals could also use it by
paying the prescribed
charges.

Drought relief

On drought relief,
Parameshwara said Karna-
taka had suffered estimated
losses of around 362,000
crore and had sought ap-
proximately 322,000 crore
from the Centre under
NDREF guidelines. The state
had submitted three memo-
randums and was seeking
appointments with the
Prime Minister and Union
ministers to explain the sit-
uation.

He said the government
was willing to lead an
all-party delegation to Del-
hi, but would present the
state’s demands even if op-
position parties declined to
participate.

Bus fares

Responding to criticism
over the recent bus fare
hike, he said rising fuel
costs and losses faced by
transport corporations had
influenced the decision. He
added that lower petrol and
diesel prices could help re-
duce the financial burden
on transport services.

IN THE COURT OF THE HONBLE PRINCIPAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFCAT DODDABALLAPURA
C.MIS. 690 /2026
PETITIONER : 1. Sri. BYREGOWDA S|o Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 58 Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village,
Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203.
2. Smt. SOWBHAGYAMMA. Dfo Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya,
Bachenahatti, Ramanagara, Karnataka - 562120. 3. Sri.
GANGARAJU. Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, Madhure
Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 4. Smt.
RATHNAMMA. Djo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48
Years Residing At: Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post,
Madhure hobli Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5.
Sri. GURURAJ S P Sjo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli

Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. VIS

RESPONDENT : THE THAHASILDAR Registrar of Birth &

Death Doddaballpura Taluk, Bangalore rural 561203.
PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Sri. BYREGOWDA SJo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 58
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, MadhureHobli,
Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 2. Smt.
SOWBHAGYAMMA. Do Late Puttabyraiah Aged About
57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya, Bachenahatti,
Ramanagara, Karnataka - 562120. 3. Sri. GANGARAJU.
Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52 Years Residing At:
Shakaladevanapura Village, Madhure Hobli, D

IN THE COURT OF THE HONBLE PRINCIPAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFCAT DODDABALLAPURA
C.MIS. 6912026
PETITIONER : 1. Sri. BYREGOWDA S|o Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 58 Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village,
Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203.
2. Smt. SOWBHAGYAMMA. Dfo Late Puttabyraiah
Aged About 57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya,
Bachenahatti, Ramanagara, Karnataka - 562120. 3. Sri.
GANGARAJU. Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, Madhure
Hobli, Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 4. Smt.
RATHNAMMA. Djo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48
Years Residing At: Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post,
Madhure hobli Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5.
Sri. GURURAJ S P Sjo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli

Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. VIS
RESPONDENT : THE THAHASILDAR Registrar of Birth &
Death Doddaballpura Taluk, Bangalore rural 561203.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Sri. BYREGOWDA SJo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 58
Years Residing At: Shakaladevanapura Village, MadhureHobli,
Doddaballapura, Taluk Bangalore - 561203. 2. Smt.
SOWBHAGYAMMA. Djo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About
57 Years Residing At: Byregowdanapalya, Bachenahatti,
Ramanagara, Karnataka - 562120. 3. Sri. GANGARAJU.
Slo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 52 Years Residing At:

Taluk Bangalore - 561203 4. Smt. RATHNAMMA. Djo
Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48 Years Residing At:
Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post, Madhure hobli
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5. Sri. GURURAJ
S P S/o Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47 Years Residing At:
Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli Doddaballapura
Taluk Bangalore-561203 Applied for issue of Death
Certificate of petitioners mother namely smt. Jayamma
wjo late PUTTABYRAIAH was expired on 11-08-2024, for
registered the above said date and death certificate before
this Hon'ble court, any interested person or public are invited
for any objection before this Hon'ble court regarding the
above said case on 19-12-2026 at 11-00 AM, by person or
through pleader, in case of fail this Hon'ble court will heard
and determined in their absence and placing exparte.
Give under my hand and seal of this court on the 15th day
of October 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioner HEM KUMAR Advocate,
Marasandra village, Madhure hobli, doddaballapura  taluk
Bengaluru rurual district - 561203

Village, Madhure Hobli, Doddaballapura,
Taluk Bangalore - 561203 4. Smt. RATHNAMMA. Djo
Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 48 Years Residing At:
Doddatumakuru Village kanasavadi post, Madhure hobli
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore-561203. 5. Sri. GURURAJ
S P SJo Late Puttabyraiah Aged About 47 Years Residing At:
Shakaladevanapura Village Madhure Hobli Doddaballapura
Taluk Bangalore-561203 Applied for issue of Death
Certificate of petitioners father namely Sri.PUTTABYRAIAH
$S/0 late CHIKKABYRAIAH was expired on 13-08-2024,for
registered the above said date and death certificate before
this hon'ble court, any interested person or public are invited
for any objection before this hon'ble court regarding the
above said case on 19-12-2026 at 11-00 AM, by person or
through pleader, in case of fail this hon'ble court will heard
and determined in their absence and placing exparte.
Give under my hand and seal of this court on the 15th day
of October 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioner HEM KUMAR Advocate,
Marasandra village, Madhure hobli, doddaballapura  taluk
Bengaluru rurual district - 561203

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560020.

No: BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-398/2026-27 Date: 07-11-2026

SHORT TERM INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT)
(Through GoK e-Procurement Platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

BDA during office hours.

Short Term Tender is invited in invited by Bangalore
Development Authority (Indent Number: BDA/2026-27/RD/
WORK_INDENT294). Tender Schedule is as below.

Tender Schedule: 1) Date of availability of Tender
Documents in e-Portal: 07-11-2026. 2) Last Date and Time
for Submission of Tender Pre Bid Enquiries: 09-11-2026,
11.00 AM. 3) Date and Time of Tender Pre Bid Meeting:
11-11-2026, 3.00 PM. 4) Last Date and Time for Submission
of Tender: 18-11-2026, 4.00 PM. 5) Date of Opening
Technical Bid of Tender: 19-11-2026 after 4.30 PM.

Interested Contractors can view further details on
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is
requested to contact the Housing Project Division-1 of

Note: For any reason if there is delay in uploading the Tender
Documents in e-Portal, the revised / modified Tender Schedule
will only be published in e-Portal.
BDA HELPLINE: 94831 66622 (24x7).ld @BDAOfficial GoK

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Housing Project Division-1, BDA, Bengaluru.

I, Gurulinga Ambaraya S/o
Ambaraya R/o Plot No 294,
Near Railway Bridge
Naganhalli Circle,
Sharanabasaveshwar Nagar,
VTC: Gulbarga, PO: Gb Rs,
Sub District: Afzalpur,
District: Kalaburagi, State:
Karnataka-585102 have
changed my name to
Guralinga

|, PREMLATHA SAREMAL (old
name), a resident of No 3/A
Umang 5th Floor, Mahantha
Layout, Bull Temple Road Cross
KG Nagar, Bengaluru, 560019,
Karnataka, INDIA , have
changed my name to PREM
LATHA (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 07-11-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

|, MANOJ ANANDKRISH-
NA KUNDAL, S/o Anands,
resident of No 162, 4th Main
Road BCC Layout, Attiguppe,
Vijayanagar Post, Bengal-
uru-560040, have changed
my name to MANOJ A
KUNDAL, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

|, DEEPA PANDURANGA
RAO SINDIA, W/o Panduran-
ga Rao Sindia, resident of No
104 Sri Krishna Nilaya, 3rd A
Main, Vinayaka Layout Ab-
bigere,  Bengaluru-560090,
have changed my name to
DEEPA, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary

I, RAJANI TIMRAJU, W/o
Anands, resident of No 162,
4th Main Road BCC Layout,
Attiguppe, Vijayanagar Post,
Bengaluru - 560040, have
changed my name to RAJANI
ANANDS, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

I, KNAWAB, aged about
70 Years, Son of Abdul
Rehaman, Residing at
No. 3313/59, 14th Cross,
5th  Main, Near Ramesh
Babu Circle, Hampinagar,
Vijayanagar, Berngalu-
ru-560040, hereby declare
that, I have Lost Original
Absolute Sale Deed bear-
ing Documents No. 407-
2001-1,  19460-2003-04,
40647-2004-05, I could not

I, MALANANPALE as
ANANDKRISHNA VENKATARA-
MANA, Slo Venkataramanna
Mallinayana, resident of No 162,
4th Main Road BCC Layout, At-
tiguppe, Vijayanagar Post, Ben-
galuru - 560040, have changed
my name to ANANDS, Vide Af-
fidavit Dated: 07.11.2026 before
notary MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

trace-out the same by dili-

trievably lost, subsequently
I have filed Complaint be-
fore Karnataka State Police,
Bengaluru Unit, in vide Lost
Report No0.2522075/2026,
Dated : 05/11/2026 vide Af-
fidavit dated : 07/11/2026
before Notary  V.RA-
JASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

|, FATIMA JABEEN C (old name), a
resident of NO 203, 7th Cross,
Near Foot Ball Ground, Pillanna
Garden 1st STAGE, Bangalore
North, St Thomas Town,
Bengaluru, 560084, Karnataka,
INDIA, have changed my name to
FATIMA JABEEN (NEW Name)
vide affidavit dated 07-11-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

gent efforts of search done m
by me, the same is irre-

|, SAIF ALI KHAN SHABANA
LIYAKATH ALl KHAN, Slo
Liyakath Ali Khan, resident of
No 26, 11th Cross. Somesh-
war Nagar, Jayanagar 1st
Block, Bengaluru-560011, have
changed my name to SAIF ALI
KHAN S L, Vide Affidavit Dat-
ed: 07.11.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

I, NISHA SURENDRAN (old
name), a resident of Flat NO.
57032, Tower 7, Prestige
Waterford, ECC Road, Pattandur
Agrahara, Whitefield, Bengaluru,
560066, Karnataka, INDIA, have
changed my name to NISHA
SUNIL (NEW Name) vide affidavit
dated 07-11-2026, sworn
advocate and notary Mohammed
Hussain K.

Toplacea
classified ad
contact:
080-41209042

Kadugolla
leader
condemns
attack
on migrant
shepherds

CH NEWS,
MAGADI

Suresh, president of
the Magadi Taluk
Kadugolla Commu-
nity, has condemned
the shooting inci-
dent involving mi-
grant shepherds
near Gurupura vil-
lage in Hunsur ta-
luk.

He urged the state
government to en-
sure the safety and
legal protection of
shepherds who trav-
el across districts
for their livelihood.

Speaking to re-
porters on Saturday,
Suresh said the inci-
dent took place on
the night of Novem-
ber 5, when suspect-
ed sheep thieves
opened fire on shep-
herds near Gurupura
while attempting to
steal sheep. Three
shepherds from Sira
taluk in Tumakuru
district were injured
in the incident.
They were taken to
K.R. Hospital in
Mysuru for treat-
ment.

Expressing con-
cern over the attack,
Suresh said such in-
cidents threatened
the lives and liveli-
hoods of migrant
shepherds, who de-
pend on sheep rear-
ing for their income.
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1.82 lakh
screened in
Chikkaballapura
TBdrive

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Under the National
Tuberculosis Elimi-
nation Programme,
1,82,425 vulnerable

people were screened
during a special TB
detection campaign
held from October 27
to November 4. Five

cases were confirmed,
and treatment has

begun.

Zilla Panchayat CEO
Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat
urged people with TB
symptoms to under-
g0 screening at the
nearest PHC or Taluk
Hospital.
Health workers are
collecting sputum
samples and conduct-
ing X-ray examina-
tions among vulnera-
ble groups.

The district recorded
4,959 TB cases be-
tween 2023 and 2025.
The treatment suc-
cess rate increased to
91%, while mortality
declined to 6%.
Persistent cough, fe-
ver, weight loss, night
sweats and breathing
difficulties are key
symptoms. Dr. Bhat
appealed to the public
to seek early medical
attention.

Officials directed to resolve public

grievances within deadlines

Officials resolved nearly 5,000 Podi cases in a year, shifting
applications online to ensure timely grievance resolution

Sy

Officials at the taluk-level Praja Seva Andolana in Manchenahalli.

CH NEWS, MANCHENAHALLI

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has directed government
officials to ensure that all
public applications received
under the ‘Praja Seva Andola-
na’ are resolved within the
stipulated timeframe.

He stressed that people
should not be forced to make
repeated visits to government
offices to get their work done.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the taluk-level cam-
paign at the Government High
School in Manchenahalli vil-
lage.

-

Prabhu said nearly 5,000
land subdivision (Podi) cases
had been resolved across the
district during the past year.
Applications are now being
received through online soft-
ware, with measures in place
to ensure timely disposal. He
urged officials to understand
public grievances and provide
permanent solutions rather
than merely closing applica-
tions.

6,000 Property
Documents Planned
Under the Revenue Village
Campaign, around 6,000 prop-

The DC’s targets
Strict Resolution Deadlines

Officials ordered to clear public
applications promptly

Property Document Distribution
Around 6,000 Hakku Patras
planned for Manchenahalli

Yettinahole Project Timeline

Pipeline work expected to finish by
mid-2027

Extensive Land Surveys

Nearly 5,000 Podi cases resolved
district-wide

erty documents (Hakku Pa-
tras) are proposed for distribu-
tion in Manchenahalli taluk.
Measurements of 650 sites
have been completed, while
525 land grant applications
have been settled. Revenue
records are also being digi-
tised under the Bhu Suraksha
scheme.

The administration is devel-
oping housing sites across
approximately 1,800 acres,
including 800 acres already

sanctioned for the purpose.

Yettinahole Project
Progress

The Deputy Commissioner
said pipeline work under the
Yettinahole project was ex-
pected to be completed by
June-July next year, with wa-
ter supply to the district tar-
geted by the end of 2027.

He also highlighted welfare
measures for workers, distri-
bution of equipment to more
than 2,500 workers in each
taluk and efforts to fill vacant
Anganwadi positions.

A total of 656 applications
were received across the dis-
trict during the campaign by
5.30 pm. Some pension appli-
cations were resolved imme-
diately, while officials as-
sured that the remaining peti-
tions would be addressed
within the prescribed time-
frame.

Officials from various de-
partments attended the pro-
gramme at different locations
across the district.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

More than 200 women farm-
ers from J.N. Kote village
staged a protest near Palavva-
nahalli in Hiriyur taluk on
Saturday, demanding the re-
lease of Bhadra project water
into their village lake.

The protest led to a heated
argument between farmers
and police, with some pushing
and shoving reported.

The farmers opened a valve on
the Chitradurga branch canal to
divert water towards their village
lake. Police personnel who at-
tempted to stop them faced
strong opposition from the pro-
testers.
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Water from the Bhadra project
is being released into Gonuru
lake through the Chitradurga
branch canal. During the first re-
lease, about 15 days ago, water
was directed towards J.N. Kote
lake through a stream. However,
the valve was later closed before

Women farmers at the protest near Palavvanahalli in Hiriyur taluk.
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the water could reach the lake.
Farmers said they had been re-
questing officials of the Bhadra
Upper Bank Project for four days
to release water to their village.
After receiving no favourable re-
sponse, they gathered in large
numbers on tractors and motor-

water for lake

cycles, erected a tent and began a
sit-in protest. Some protesters
then opened the canal valve.

The women farmers declared
that they would continue their
protest until their village lake re-
ceived water. They also demand-
ed that the local MLA and minis-
ters visit the spot and address
their concerns.

Addressing the protesters, Irri-
gation Implementation Struggle
Committee General Convener
Chikkappanahalli Shanmukha
said opening the valve without
permission was not appropri-
ate. However, he criticised
officials for failing to under-
stand the farmers’ difficulties
and respond to their demands.

Minister seeks timely
action for those left
out of job scheme

CH NEWS, KUSHTAGI

Karnataka Minister for Back-
ward Classes Welfare and Kan-
nada and Culture and Koppal
District In-charge Minister Shi-
varaj Tangadagi has directed
Zilla Panchayat officials to ex-
amine applications of people
excluded from the employment
guarantee scheme list and take
action according to the rules.

He was speaking at the ‘Pra-
ja Seva Andolana’ meeting or-
ganised by the district adminis-
tration at Fakirappa Channappa
Hosavakkala Kalyana Mantapa
in Kushtagi on November 7.
Tangadagi discussed a petition
submitted by the Karnataka
Prantha Raitha Sangha and in-
structed the Zilla Panchayat
CEO to address technical is-
sues preventing people from
obtaining employment.

He said farmers were facing
difficulties due to inadequate
rainfall and crop losses. Pro-
viding employment to those
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seeking work was essential to
prevent migration, he added.

Several other public griev-
ances were also brought to the
minister’s attention. Residents
demanded road widening and
bridge repairs in Dotihala, re-
moval of encroachments on
public parks in Kushtagi and
protection of a historic Vi-
jayanagara-era temple struc-
ture. Residents of Sandeep
Nagar sought title deeds for
their allotted sites.

Basavaraja Ganigera raised
concerns over delays in allot-
ting a civic amenity site for the
rehabilitation of children with
intellectual and multiple dis-
abilities. Villagers also sought
corrections in land records and
approval of old-age pensions.

Students urged to preserve
their historical heritage

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Understanding the history, cul-
ture and traditions of ancestors
is essential to preserving heri-
tage for future generations, said
V. Moorthachar, Education Co-
ordinator at the Chitradurga Ta-
luk Block Education Officer’s
office.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the taluk-level ‘Prachya
Prajna’ (Heritage Awareness)
competition for high school stu-
dents at Sampige Siddeshwara
High School. The programme
was jointly organised by the
Block Education Officer’s office
and the Department of
Archaeology, Museums and
Heritage, Mysuru.

Moorthachar said students
should learn about the royal dy-
nasties that shaped the region,

their traditions, beliefs, inscrip-
tions, temples and forts. He
stressed that preserving histori-
cal heritage and passing it on to
future generations was every-
one’s responsibility.

Speaking at the event, S.
Krishna, an assistant teacher at
Government High School, Koo-
nabevu, said protecting historical
monuments was not just the gov-
ernment’s responsibility but also
a duty of citizens. He noted that
Chitradurga district has several
important historical sites.

Essay writing, speech, quiz
and drawing competitions were
conducted as part of the pro-
gramme.Rudresh, assistant
teacher at Bapuji High School,
Bharamasagara, Vidya of Gov-
ernment High School, Basava-
nakere, and others attended the
event.

Mandya MLA promises

MANDYA IINSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

property papers this
December

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Mandya MLA P. Ravikumar has directed gov-
ernment officials to resolve public grievances
within a fixed timeframe and ensure that eligible
people receive government benefits without un-
necessary delays.

He also announced that property documents
would be issued to 1,450 families under Sathanu-
ru Gram Panchayat by December 27.

He was speaking after inaugurating the ‘Praja
Seva Andolana’ at Shankara Matha Community
Hall in Sathanuru village, Mandya taluk.

Ravikumar said officials must take every pub-
lic application seriously and coordinate with dif-
ferent departments to provide timely solutions.
He instructed them to visit villages, understand
local problems and resolve grievances on the spot
wherever possible. Applications involving court
cases would be treated separately.

Property Documents For 1,450 Families
He said around 1,450 families in Sathanuru Gram
Panchayat had been living in houses built by
them for several years without proper property
documents. Eligible residents can submit electric-
ity bills and Gram Panchayat assessment records
for verification. Officials have been instructed to
complete the process and distribute the docu-
ments by December 27.

Development Works Worth ¥25 Crore
The MLA said development works worth approx-
imately 325 crore were being undertaken in the
Gram Panchayat limits. These include footbridg-
es, lake development, retaining walls, road re-
pairs, parks and drinking water facilities. Road
improvement works alone account for around
%1.20 crore.

%100 Crore Additional Grant For Canal
Development
He said an additional grant of *100 crore had
been secured for improving irrigation facilities.
Canal repairs, raising water channels and remov-
ing obstructions would receive priority to ensure
adequate water reaches farmers’ fields.
Tahsildar Vishwanath said public applications
were being registered through the IPGRS online
portal to monitor their progress and ensure ac-
countability. Taluk Panchayat Executive Officer
Lokesh Murthy, Agriculture Department Assis-
tant Director Prathibha and other officials at-
tended the programme.

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Shanthinagara Division, P.U. Building, 9th Floor,

M G Road, Bengaluru - 560 001
No:EE/SN/TEND/17/2026-27 Date: 07-11-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Executive Engineer, (Shanthinagara), BCCC, invites
tenders from eligible Contractors registered in BBMP/KPWD/
CPWD/Railways/MES/National Highway or any State
Government Organizations for the construction of works
detailed in the table below. (STD. KW-1)

ﬁlo Name of the works

Removal of deviation portions Building under construction
1 |at Site No.15/5, Appareddypalya, Indiranagara,
Jogupalaya, in Ward No. 23 Jogupalya (Old No 89).
Approx Value of Work :39.00 Lakhs, EMD: ¥ 22500.00

Removal of Deviation Portions of Residential Building
under Construction Site No. 63/2, Agaram in Ward No. 24
“|Agaram (Old Ward No. 89 Jogupalya) A,B & C Block (Call -3)
Approx Value of Work :39.00 Lakhs, EMD: ¥ 22500.00

Calendar of Events: (1) Pre bid meeting will be held on
12-11-2026 at 3:30 pm (2) Last Date for uploading the
Filled Tender Document is 16-11-2026 upto 4:00 pm.
(3) Date of opening of the Technical Bid Tenders is on

17-11-2026 after 4:30 pm. Sd/- Executive Engineer
Shanthinagara, BCCC
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1 Buildings Division,
S.J.P. Campus, Bengaluru. Phone: 080-22255210

No. EE/BId1/AE-3, AE-LH/2026-27/32 Date: 04.11.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

Tenders are invited through the KPP  portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible tenderers for
a total of four (04) works, comprising the repair of toilets at
various specified locations, repair of doors, windows, provision
of PVC pipeline, replastering of damaged ceiling, provision of
new entrance door, painting and polishing of worship room,
storage cabinets, water proofing, flooring tiles, fabrication works,
repair of shutters, windows, extension of existing flag pole stage,
installation of granite slab on new flag pole stage, provision
of flag pole, painting of existing stage and other services; and
other development works, as specified in the tender. Estimated
Cost of Works: Minimum Rs.7.49 Lakhs and maximum
Rs.16.38 Lakhs. EMD: Minimum Rs.9,400/- and maximum
Rs.40,400/- Period of Completion: 01 to 03 months (including
the rainy season). Cost of Tender Documents: As specified
on the KPP Portal for each work. Last Date for Downloading
and Submission of Tenders through KPPP: For Sl. Nos. 1 & 2:
13.11.2026 at 04:30 PM, For Sl. Nos. 3 & 4: 16.11.2026
at 04:30 PM. Date of Opening of Tenders: As specified
on the KPP portal. Brief details of the tendered works,
indent numbers, estimated amounts, EMD and mode of
payment, reservations and other information may be obtained
from the above-mentioned office or through the KPP portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in).

Sd/- Executive Engineer.
DIPR/DD-C.P/3597/KSMCA/2026-27

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
DAVANAGERE DIVISION, DAVANAGERE.

No.EE:PWD:Dvg/JE:IFT-27:2026-27 Dated:- 06.11.2026

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref : This office tender notification No. IFT-27/2026-27
dated :06.11.2026.

The works under Head of Account 5054-04-337-0-01-154 2
Works Rs.100.00 lakhs Head of Account 3054-03-337-0-05-
200 SH Maintenance 1 Work Rs. 12.70 lakhs, Head of Ac-
count 3054-04-337-1-10-200 MDR Maintenance 1 Work
8.00 lakhs, Head of Account 3054-03-102-0-01-200 SH
bridge 1 work 10.00 lakhs pertaining to Channagiri,
Harihara and Jagalur sub divisions under the Jurisdiction
of PWD, Davanagere division, has been called for the ten-
ders from registered Contractors in KPWD for the above
works through KPP Portal as per standard tender docu-
ments rules.

Tender dates are as mentioned below:

Details of dates W.I. 44595, 45047
& 45052
Date 06.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 13.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 16.11.2026

Timing 4.30 P.M.

W.l. 44652,
44654
Date 06.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 20.11.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.
Date : 21.11.2026
Timing 4.30 P.M.

Last Date & time for
tender queries

Last Date & time for
receipt of tenders
Date & time for ope
ning of Technical Bid :

(CH) CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact:
080-41209042

Date : 25.11.2026
Timing 11.00 A.M.
Further details can be obtained from this office in office hours.

DIPR/DVG/KSMCA/ Sd/- Executive Engineer
427/2026-27 PWD Division, Davanagere.

Date & time for ope
ning of Financial Bid :

MANDYA
(Autonomous Medical Institution, Government of Karnataka)
Phone: 08232-231003, 222086, 231197, 224040,
Fax: 08232-231001

E-Mail Address: mimsmandya@gmail.com

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION TWO COVER BID SYSTEM

No:MIMS/SUP-D/Consumables/E-T/08/2026-27
Dt : 05.11.2026
No:MIMS/SUP-D/Disposabales/E-T/09/2026-27
Dt : 05.11.2026

Mandya Institute of Medical Sciences (MIMS), Mandya, invites
E-Tender for Supply of Consumables (approximate amount
Rs.404 Lakhs) and Supply of Disposables (approximate amount
Rs. 387.00 Lakhs) to the Teaching Hospital, of MIMS Mandya
from the Manufacture/s or Authorized Dealers in two cover bid
system as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procure-
ment Act-1999 and Rules thereunder. Submission of E-tender
and other details can be obtained in e-procurement portal website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-Director, Mandya Institute of Medical Sciences,

Mandya,
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CM Yogi arrives
forgrand
Deepotsav

AYODHYA

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath arrived in
Ayodhya to oversee
final preparations for
the 10th grand
Deepotsav celebra-
tions. The holy city is
illuminating 30 lakh
earthen lamps along
the Saryu Ghat while
hosting a special exhi-
bition at Ram Katha
Park highlighting five
centuries of history. To
ensure safety for mas-
sive crowds of devo-
tees, authorities have
deployed over 2,500
police officers, special-
ized rapid response
teams, and anti-drone
mechanisms, along-
side 350 live surveil-
lance cameras.
Dignitaries, including
the Vice President and
Governor, will join fes-
tivities featuring a mas-
sive drone show and
traditional aarti.

Thakur blames
Sukhu for power
credit claim

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh
opposition leader
Jairam Thakur criticized
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu for claiming
credit for the Supreme
Court verdict on BBMB
power rights. Thakur
stressed that securing
Himachal'’s rightful
electricity share was
the result of a 30-year
legal struggle involving
successive past admin-
istrations. He also
demanded that the
state government
restore the discontin-
ued free electricity
scheme and fulfill
pre-election guaran-
tees. Furthermore,
Thakur alleged finan-
cial mismanagement
under the ruling
Congress, claiming
employees still await
their allowances while
borrowings rise, and
predicted the govern-
ment will lose future
elections.

Assam woman
revives Harak Singh
controversy

DEHRADUN

A woman from Assam
has revived a decades-old
controversy by accusing
senior Congress leader
Harak Singh Rawat of
past sexual exploitation
and demanding a fresh
DNA test. Claiming she
was taken to his resi-
dence in 2002 at age six-
teen, she alleged she
became pregnant and
was later placed ina
women'’s shelter. The his-
torical allegations first
surfaced in 2003, leading
to an official CBI inquiry
and a DNA test that previ-
ously cleared Rawat. She
now seeks legal punish-
ment and paternity rights
for her son, while the sen-
ior politician remains
actively involved in party
campaigns.

NGT reviews progress
on microplastics
detection

NEW DELHI
Environmental regulation
and scientific standardiz-

ing of pollutants remain
top priorities for judicial
oversight, especially re-
garding emerging con-
taminants that threaten
ecosystems and human
health. The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
granted the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) an eight-week .

UP state employees get 5% DA hike

The Uttar Pradesh government has hiked Dearness Allowance by
five percent, granting state employees a festive Diwali bonanza.

LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh state gov-
ernment has announced a ma-
jor festive bonanza for its
workforce, delivering a timely
economic boost just ahead of
the Diwali celebrations.

The state administration
has officially increased the
Dearness Allowance (DA) for
state employees by five per-
centage points, elevating the
overall rate from 58 percent
to 63 percent.

According to the formal
government order issued on
Saturday, the revised allow-
ance will take retrospective
effect from July 1, with the
augmented payments dis-
bursed alongside regular
monthly salaries starting in
November.

The extensive financial re-
vision is designed to benefit
hundreds of thousands of in-
dividuals across diverse ad-
ministrative sectors, includ-
ing regular state government
personnel, full-time employ-
ees of aided educational and
technical institutions, urban
local bodies, work-charged
employees, and staff drawing
remuneration under Univer-
sity Grants Commission
(UGC) pay scales.

To manage the financial
payout stemming from the
retroactive adjustment cover-
ing July 1 through October
31, the government has es-
tablished structured disburse-
ment guidelines.

For employees enrolled
under the General Provident
Fund (GPF), arrears will be
deposited directly into their
provident fund accounts sub-
ject to statutory tax deduc-
tions and surcharges, where
the funds will remain locked
until November 1, 2027, bar-
ring authorized special with-
drawals.

For personnel under the
National Pension System
(NPS), ten percent of the ac-
cumulated arrears will be
credited to their Tier-1 pen-
sion accounts, supplemented
by a fourteen percent employ-
er contribution from the state
government. The remaining
ninety percent of arrears will
be channeled into Public
Provident Fund (PPF) ac-
counts or invested in National
Savings Certificates (NSCs),
with cash payouts authorized
where NSCs are unavailable.
Furthermore, special exemp-
tions ensure that retired per-
sonnel, individuals whose
services concluded prior to

vember salary

10%

14%

90%

of NPS arrears to Tier-1 | employer share from to PPF or NSCs
accounts the state
Dearness allowance
UNTIL NOW FROM JULY 1
58% 63%
of basic pay arrears for July-October

the order, and those scheduled
to retire within six months

will receive their complete
DA arrears entirely in cash.

UP BJP chief advises Akhilesh
on Ayodhya visit

LUCKNOW

Political tensions in Uttar
Pradesh have escalated sharp-
ly following announcements
regarding Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief Akhilesh Yadav’s
upcoming family visit to Ayo-
dhya, scheduled for Decem-
ber 12, to offer prayers at the
Hanuman Garhi temple and
seek blessings at the Ram
Mandir. While opposition
leaders frame the visit as part
of routine spiritual devotion
and political strategy ahead of
the crucial 2027 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections, ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
figures have launched scath-
ing counter-attacks, question-
ing the timing and accusing
the opposition of political op-
portunism.

Uttar Pradesh BJP Chief
Pankaj Chaudhary asserted
that while visiting temples and
offering prayers is open to ev-
eryone, the Samajwadi Party
leadership should refrain from
what he described as continu-
ous rhetoric undermining Sa-
natan Dharma. The BJP lead-
ership has consistently linked
the sudden surge in temple
visits by opposition figures to
electoral calculations, arguing
that such gestures stand in
sharp contrast to the party’s
historical positions and ad-
ministrative track record.

Y s -

UPBJP chief Pankaj Chaudhary

/
/

BJP attacks Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav over his planned
Ayodhya temple visit,
labeling his pre-poll
spiritual journey as pure
political opportunism.

Simultaneously, state min-
ister Danish Azad Ansari
claimed that the opposition
has suddenly rediscovered
backward classes, Dalits, and
temple towns solely because
polls are approaching, empha-
sizing that the electorate re-
mains vigilant against tactical
political shifts.

As preparations for 2027
intensify across political
camps, issues surrounding re-
ligious identity, governance,
and development continue to
serve as core focal points of
debate between the ruling
NDA and the opposition in
Uttar Pradesh.

KOLKATA

A severe political crisis has
erupted in West Bengal fol-
lowing an alleged violent at-
tack at the south Kolkata res-
idence of senior Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader
Abhishek Banerjee during the
early hours of Saturday.

Trinamool Congress supre-
mo and former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee personally joined pro-
test demonstrations after an
alleged mob assault targeted
her nephew and party nation-
al general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee’s Kalighat residence
around 2 am on Saturday. Ac-
cording to police reports and
accounts from party insiders,
the high-voltage clashes
erupted between TMC work-
ers who had gathered to cele-
brate Abhishek Banerjee’s
39th birthday and opposing
political supporters between
2 am and 3.30 am. The vio-
lent overnight confrontation
left at least eight individuals
injured, three of them seri-
ously, prompting the deploy-
ment of a large police contin-
gent to seal off the surround-
ing neighborhood and detain
several suspects.

Mamata Banerjee and her nephew Abhishek Banerjee

Abhishek Banerjee hit out
at political rivals, alleging
that his home and office were
targeted by a coordinated
group of “BJP goons” follow-
ing two days of systematic
reconnaissance. Claiming that
this represented the seventh
attempt on his life over the
past six months, he openly
criticized both the Kolkata
Police administration and ju-
dicial authorities for alleged
inaction.

Arriving at the Kalighat
residence later that morning,
Mamata Banerjee accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
of orchestrating unchecked
“hooliganism” and deliberate-
ly disrupting traditional Kali
Puja and Diwali festival

preparations. Addressing re-
porters and charged party sup-
porters, Banerjee questioned
the timing and legality of the
provocation, pointing out that
the affected area is a sacred
traditional route for major
processions of Goddess Kali.
She alleged that local admin-
istrative decisions had unfair-
ly revoked permissions for
long-standing traditional com-
munity pujas while selective-
ly permitting new setups di-
rectly along main road bends
to obstruct access.
Furthermore, the TMC chief
linked the midnight aggres-
sion to broader national polit-
ical tensions, suggesting that
the party is being targeted be-
cause of its prominent role in

Mamata protests alleged attack on Abhishek

Mamata’s charges
High-handedness

Permissions for long-standing local
pujas revoked; an illegal puja setup
on the main road blocked access to
the locality

The hostility stems from the TMC’s
role in the INDIA alliance: “If you
dare to use a bulldozer, go ahead
and run your bulldozers over us,
over our very bodies.”

She has written to the Speaker on
an alleged breakdown of law and
order

the opposition ‘INDIA’ alli-
ance. She condemned the noc-
turnal disturbances and chal-
lenged political opponents
directly, stating that any at-
tempts to intimidate regional
leadership through nocturnal
thuggery or administrative
pressure would face fierce po-
litical resistance. As police
maintain a heavy security cor-
don around the neighborhood
and investigations into the
overnight detentions continue,
the explosive incident has se-
verely escalated political fric-
tion across the state ahead of
the festive season.

Tripura CM announces 58
new PG seats at AGMC

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha has officially announced
a major expansion in medical
education infrastructure, re-
vealing an increase of 58
postgraduate (MD/MS) seats
at the Agartala Government
Medical College (AGMC) for
the upcoming 2026-27 aca-
demic year. With this signifi-
cant addition, the institution’s
total postgraduate seat capac-
ity will surge from 95 to 153
across 16 specialized medical
disciplines.

Sharing the development on
social media, Chief Minister
Saha expressed immense sat-
isfaction, emphasizing that
the substantial increase in
postgraduate slots will create
exceptional opportunities for
aspiring doctors and medical
students within the state. He
highlighted that bolstering

“A stronger medical
education system today
will build a healthier
Tripura tomorrow.”

MANIK SAHA Tripura Chief
Minister

specialized training programs
directly contributes to the
long-term vision of building
robust healthcare services,
aptly noting that a stronger
medical education system to-
day creates a healthier Tripura
tomorrow.

Furthermore, Saha ex-
pressed profound gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Health Min-
ister J.P. Nadda, acknowledg-
ing their continued central
support and collaborative ef-
forts in modernizing medical
education and expanding
healthcare facilities across the
northeastern state. The seat
expansion is expected to ease
intense competition for spe-
cialty medical seats, reduce
regional shortages of special-
ized clinical personnel, and
elevate the overall standard of
tertiary healthcare delivery
throughout Tripura.

Uttarakhand minister’s husband arrested in Jhansi

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Police have offi-
cially arrested Girdhari Lal
Sahu, also known as Pappu
Girdhari, the husband of Ut-
tarakhand Cabinet Minister
Rekha Arya from the Jhansi
district in Uttar Pradesh. Con-
firming the development
during a press briefing, Deh-
radun Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Pramendra
Dobhal stated that Sahu was
apprehended outside a private
university campus following
a period as an absconder,

while a second accused, Sa-
tyendra Thakur, was simulta-
neously taken into custody
near Kichha in the Udham
Singh Nagar district. Both in-
dividuals have been remanded
to judicial custody.

The high-profile legal pro-
ceedings stem from a formal
First Information Report (FIR)
lodged by Cabinet Minister
Rekha Arya on October 15 at
the Cantt Police Station in
Dehradun. In her complaint,
the minister alleged severe do-
mestic discord, physical as-
sault, criminal intimidation,

and the use of derogatory,
caste-based slurs at her offi-
cial residence following dis-
putes over alleged marital in-
fidelities. Furthermore, the
investigation uncovered a
complex corporate conspiracy
involving document falsifica-
tion. Police confirmed that
Sahu and his associates uti-
lized forged signatures and
fabricated paperwork to un-
lawfully strip Minister Arya of
her directorship in a private
company, fraudulently install-
ing Satyendra Thakur in her
place without her knowledge

RAIL DINING CLEAN-UP

or consent.

Addressing the media, SSP
Dobhal disclosed that Sahu
carries an extensive criminal
background, with over 44 pri-
or cases registered against
him, including previous con-
victions, pending trials, and
charges under stringent legal
provisions. A specialized
nine-member police team was
constituted to handle the sen-
sitive investigation. Authori-
ties stated that further evi-
dence gathering and legal
procedures are actively under-
way to ensure comprehensive

Uttarakhand minister Rekha Arya and her husband Girdhari Lal Sahu

accountability as the judicial

process proceeds.

IRCTC crackdown on unauthorised e-catering apps

NEW DELHI

The Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has officially
launched a sweeping nation-
wide enforcement drive tar-
geting unauthorized e-cater-
ing websites and mobile ap-
plications operating across the
Indian Railways network.
According to official state-
ments, the proliferation of
unverified digital food deliv-
ery platforms poses severe
risks to passenger health, hy-
giene, and overall well-being.
Unlicensed operators fre-
quently source meals from
uncertified food outlets that
bypass mandatory Food Safe-

ty and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) regulations.
These rogue kitchens often
operate in unhygienic envi-
ronments, utilize untrained
food handlers, and deploy de-
livery personnel without re-
quired medical clearances,
directly compromising food
quality and consumer safety.
Beyond immediate health
hazards, unauthorized plat-
forms expose travelers to se-
vere digital and financial vul-
nerabilities. Transmitting
sensitive personal information
including Passenger Name
Record (PNR) numbers, email
addresses, phone numbers,
and payment credentials
through unverified portals

leaves passengers highly sus-
ceptible to phishing schemes,
identity theft, and online fi-
nancial fraud. Furthermore,
travelers frequently encounter
unfulfilled orders, arbitrary
cancellations, and a total ab-
sence of grievance-redressal
mechanisms, making it nearly
impossible to recover funds or
seek legal recourse.

In response to these grow-
ing threats, the IRCTC has
escalated its actions beyond
routine warnings, initiating
strict legal proceedings and
enforcement measures against
entities unlawfully exploiting
the IRCTC brand or operating
outside regulatory frame-
works. Authorities empha-

sized that unauthorized oper-
ators not only evade statutory
tax obligations, undermining
public revenues and fair mar-
ket competition, but also
jeopardize public trust.

To ensure a secure dining
experience, IRCTC advises
passengers to order meals ex-
clusively through official
channels: the official website,
the ‘Food on Track’ mobile
application, or verified
IRCTC-authorized e-catering

e
(&P
IRCTC

aggregators. The corporation
maintains an updated directo-
ry of authorized partners on
its primary portal. Additional-
ly, travelers encountering ille-
gal food vendors on trains or
railway platforms are urged to

© 0 O

Website

IRCTC’s official site

App

Food on Track

182

RPF helpline

RISKS IRCTC FLAGGED

Health: meals from unlicensed
outlets outside FSSAl rules,
untrained staff

Data: PNR, contact and
payment details exposed to
phishing and fraud

No redress: unfulfilled or
cancelled orders, no way to
recover funds

Tax: unauthorised operators
bypass GST and the regulatory
framework

report them immediately to
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) via helpline number
182.
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Indian Railways to quadruple
” seven major corridors

Indian Railways announced a massive quadrupling project across
seven major corridors to eliminate congestion and add trains.

Parents plead HC
over flight
medical
emergency

NEW DELHI

The grieving parents of a
six-and-a-half-year-old
girl have approached the
Delhi High Court seeking
the preservation of all
records regarding a medi-
cal emergency onboard a
Virgin Atlantic flight. The
child, Zaynab
Mohammadli, collapsed
while traveling from
London to New Delhi on
September 8; the parents
cite a lack of pediatric
equipment and unfulfilled
flight diversion requests.
After landing, she faced
further delays and inade-
quate medical facilities at
|Gl Airport before passing
away at a Gurugram hos-
pital on October 16. The
High Court has directed
relevant authorities and
airlines to preserve all
available records.

UP BJP Chief says
Samajwadi Party
fears defeat

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh BJP
President Pankaj
Chaudhary criticized the
Samajwadi Party, accus-
ing its leaders of spread-
ing baseless rumors
about citizenship and
fleeing out of fear ahead
of the 2027 assembly
elections. Chaudhary
claimed the opposition is
heading toward a record
defeat and sees the BJP’s
governance even in their
dreams. Meanwhile, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav hit
back, condemning recent
state demolition actions
targeting the home of leg-
endary musician Ustad
Bismillah Khan, accusing
the ruling party of harbor-
ing a narrow-minded
approach and standing
fundamentally opposed
to art and artists across
the state.

Saurabh Bharadwaij
responds to
Parvesh Verma’s
complaint

NEW DELHI

AAP leader Saurabh
Bharadwaj has criticized
BJP minister Parvesh
Verma for filing a defa-
mation lawsuit, stating
that those in glass houses
should avoid throwing
stones. The legal dispute
stems from Bharadwaj’s
social media posts in May
linking Verma to a private
school POCSO case,
which Verma strongly
denies. Although a Rouse
Avenue court initially dis-
missed Verma'’s defama-
tion complaint in October,
a sessions court recently
issued notice on a revision
petition. Bharadwaj con-
demned the BJP’s double
standards, recalling past
derogatory posters tar-
geting former Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

NEW DELHI

To permanently resolve chron-
ic congestion, severe bottle-
necks, and persistent train
delays, the Union Ministry of
Railways has announced a
transformative nationwide in-
frastructure initiative.

Union Minister for Rail-
ways Ashwini Vaishnaw for-
mally announced that Indian

Railways is aggressively ex-
panding its core trunk routes
by quadrupling seven major
rail corridors across the coun-
try. Addressing a press con-
ference, the Minister high-
lighted that unprecedented
surges in freight movement,
particularly coal transporta-
tion, alongside soaring pas-
senger traffic have placed
immense strain on existing

Map: DataMeet, CC BY 4.0
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rail lines, making comprehen-
sive track expansion essential.

Over the past decade, the
national transporter has laid
over 36,000 kilometres of new
tracks. However, to achieve a
permanent solution and elim-
inate long passenger waiting
lists, the government has pri-
oritized four-lining key na-
tional arteries connecting ma-

jor economic powerhouses.
The ambitious quadrupling
projects encompass the vital
routes linking the Golden
Quadrilateral (Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennai, and Mumbai) as well
as crucial diagonal corridors,
specifically Delhi to Chennai,
Mumbai to Kolkata, and Delhi
to Guwabhati.

Minister Vaishnaw empha-
sized that the completion of
these four-lining projects will
unlock immense operational
capacity, enabling the intro-
duction of over 1,000 addi-
tional regular trains. This
massive expansion is expect-
ed to significantly alleviate
the heavy pressure on passen-
ger reservation systems and
clear long waiting lists. By
continuously investing in ad-
vanced track infrastructure,
the administration aims to
modernize rail travel and en-
sure seamless mobility nation-
wide.

Kerala Excise Minister promises

ALAPPUZHA

Kerala Excise Minister M.
Liju has announced that the
state government will thor-
oughly investigate all corrup-
tion allegations leveled against
officials within the excise de-
partment, confirming that re-
tired personnel will also fall
within the scope of ongoing
inquiries.

Addressing media queries
regarding a newly surfaced
inquiry report detailing irreg-
ularities within the depart-
ment, Minister Liju empha-
sized that every allegation
warrants formal scrutiny and
subsequent punitive action
where warranted. He noted
that administrative reviews

are actively examining sever-
al contentious policy matters,
including the issuance of hor-
ti-wine licenses without prior
government approval, the
contentious conversion of
beer parlours into full-fledged
bars, and the granting of FL-7
liquor licenses at airports de-
spite explicit opposition from
executive authorities.
Expanding on the scope of
the administrative audit, Min-
ister Liju pointed toward past
licensing trends, alleging that
previous tenures witnessed
the mass conversion of hun-
dreds of beer and wine par-
lours into bars alongside the
issuance of numerous new bar
licenses. He asserted that ac-
countability will not spare

past office-bearers or officials
who have already retired from
active service if investigations
uncover complicity in admin-
istrative malpractices.
Clarifying his personal ad-
ministrative purview, Minister
Liju outlined the limits of
ministerial transfer authority,
noting that while he directly
governs postings for Deputy
Commissioners and Joint
Deputy Commissioners, trans-
fers for subordinate ranks are
managed by designated de-

probe into corruption

Under review

H® Horti-wine: licences issued
without prior government
approval

B Bars: beer parlours
converted into full-fledged
bars

H Airports: FL-7 liquor licences
despite executive opposition

B Retired staff: also within
the scope of the inquiries

partmental officers. The min-
ister reiterated that the gov-
ernment remains fully com-
mitted to examining all inves-
tigative findings and ensuring
strict regulatory oversight
across the state’s excise ad-
ministration.

RJD MP demands
President’s Rule
in West Bengal

KOLKATA

The violent overnight con-
frontation at the south Kolkata
residence of Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee
has triggered a fierce political
storm, drawing sharp allega-
tions from TMC leaders and
dramatic intervention de-
mands from external political
allies.

Following the pre-dawn
clashes outside the Kalighat
residence, where TMC work-
ers had gathered for birthday
celebrations before skirmishes
erupted with rival supporters,
senior TMC figures launched
a scathing counter-offensive
against law enforcement and
political rivals. TMC MLA
Kunal Ghosh publicly con-
demned the police response,
alleging that municipal au-
thorities and security person-
nel are systematically target-
ing TMC members instead of
apprehending the actual insti-
gators. Ghosh argued that
grassroots booth workers and
leadership figures alike are
being unfairly victimized un-
der the guise of maintaining
public order, further heighten-
ing friction between local par-
ty cadres and the police ad-
ministration.

The incident has also rever-
berated nationally, drawing
critical assessments from op-
position figures across state

Following violent
overnight clashes at
TMC leader Abhishek

Banerjee’s Kolkata
residence, RJD MP
Sudhakar Singh
demanded the
imposition of

President’s Rule.

borders. Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) Member of Parliament
Sudhakar Singh weighed in
on the escalating law-and-or-
der dispute in West Bengal,
making a strong public de-
mand for the imposition of
President’s Rule. Singh as-
serted that escalating political
violence and lawlessness re-
flect a severe breakdown in
administrative governance,
claiming that citizens’ lives
and property are increasingly
at risk.

These latest developments
compound an already tense
political environment in West
Bengal, where TMC chief and
former Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee has already for-
mally protested the break-
down of local security to par-
liamentary authorities. As
police investigations into the
overnight detentions continue,
the widening political fallout
threatens to keep tensions
high across the state through-
out the festive season.

Maharashtra ministers to mark
Diwali in drought-hit villages

%5,000

1.50cr

%7,500cr

advance relief per farmers to be paid total outlay
farmer
NAGPUR This grassroots solidarity

Demonstrating direct engage-
ment with the rural populace,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis announced
that all state ministers have
collectively decided to cele-
brate the festival of Diwali
directly inside villages along-
side local farming communi-
ties affected by severe drought
conditions.

Confidence for farmers
Addressing a media briefing,
Chief Minister Fadnavis em-
phasized that the unprece-
dented agrarian crisis de-
mands more than administra-
tive policy; it requires person-
al presence and active dia-
logue. The initiative is de-
signed to bolster farmers’
confidence and provide psy-
chological reassurance that
the state government stands
firmly by their side during
challenging times. While ac-
knowledging that meteorolog-
ical droughts lack instant,
overnight technical fixes,
Fadnavis pledged that the ad-
ministration is committed to
extending comprehensive
support and keeping commu-
nity spirits high.

complements substantial fis-
cal relief measures enacted by
the state administration. On
October 27, Chief Minister
Fadnavis directed relevant
departments to disburse an
advance drought relief pay-
ment of 35,000 directly to the
bank accounts of approxi-
mately 1.50 crore farmers
across Maharashtra within a
targeted one-week window.
The state government has ear-
marked a massive total finan-
cial outlay of 27,500 crore
specifically for this direct
benefit transfer initiative.
Furthermore, strict directives
were issued to banking insti-
tutions prohibiting any deduc-
tions from the disbursed relief
funds, ensuring that the full
financial assistance reaches
vulnerable beneficiaries in-
tact.

Ministers in the villages
As ministers fan out across
rural districts for the festive
period, the dual strategy of
immediate direct financial
support and visible leadership
presence aims to stabilize
agrarian morale across Maha-
rashtra’s drought-stricken re-
gions.

AGSU protests against power
tariff hike in Assam

GUWAHATI

The All Guwahati Students’
Union (AGSU) spearheaded
widespread demonstrations
across Assam on Saturday to
protest against a fresh electric-
ity tariff hike and surging pric-
es of essential commodities.

Leading the demonstrations
in the state capital, AGSU
President Kamal Mahanta
launched a fierce critique of
the state administration, ques-
tioning its commitment to
public welfare amid persistent
inflation. Protesters specifi-
cally targeted the state power
distribution company’s deci-
sion to revise electricity rates,
which student leaders argue
places an unbearable financial
burden on everyday house-
holds already struggling with
high living costs. Additional-
ly, demonstrators condemned
the widespread installation of
smart prepaid meters, alleging
that the systems lead to in-
flated power bills for domes-
tic consumers.

The controversy stems from
an Assam Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (AERC)
approval of a petition filed by
the Assam Power Distribution
Company Limited (APDCL)
to recover accumulated Fuel
and Power Purchase Price Ad-
justment (FPPPA) surcharges
totaling approximately
%155.59 crore to X160 crore.
Under the revised tariff struc-

The tariff revision
HIKE

Z0.05 to Z0.30 a unit
FOR

Domestic and low-
tension users

TO RECOVER

FPPPA dues of about
Z155.59-160 crore
COLLECTED

Instages through March
2027

ture effective from November,
domestic and low-tension
consumers face a modest hike
ranging from %0.05 to %0.30
per unit, which the regulatory
body authorized APDCL to
collect in a staggered manner
through March 2027.

In response to the mounting
public backlash, Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma and
state power authorities de-
fended the revision, clarifying
that the adjustment is a tempo-
rary regulatory mechanism
designed solely to recover past
power generation and fuel cost
overheads. However, unsatis-
fied by official explanations,
student units across multiple
districts including Dibrugarh,
Sivasagar, Baksa, and Lakh-
impur held rallies and burned
effigies of the Power Depart-
ment, warning that agitations
will intensify unless the tariff
hikes are fully rolled back.

Online registration now a must
for Gujarat’s Atal scheme

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has
officially mandated digital
registration for all projects
and nominations submitted
under the welfare and innova-
tion framework known as the
‘Atal Swantah Sukhay Yoja-
na’.
Implemented under the ad-
ministrative leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel, the scheme is designed to
foster creativity, novel admin-
istrative approaches, and pub-
lic-oriented reforms among
state government officers and
employees. According to offi-
cial notifications released by
the General Administration
Department (GAD), all de-
partment secretaries have
been directed to ensure that
participating personnel com-
plete their project registrations
on the designated scheme por-
tal by November 15. Further-
more, employees who previ-
ously submitted offline appli-
cations are required to transi-
tion their registrations onto
the digital platform.

How the scheme began

Originally launched on Febru-
ary 17, 2025, during nation-
wide celebrations commemo-
rating the birth centenary of
former Prime Minister and
Bharat Ratna awardee late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the
scheme was subsequently ex-

panded and revised on April
23. Its core objective is to in-
centivize innovative adminis-
trative projects that optimize
government functioning, de-
liver measurable results with-
in shorter timeframes, and
enhance the overall quality of
public service delivery.

The scheme remains broad-
ly inclusive, extending eligi-
bility to all personnel span-
ning Class 1 through Class 4
across diverse state govern-
ment departments, department
heads, and staff members of
boards and corporations. Par-
ticipants are permitted to sub-
mit projects either individual-
ly or in collaborative groups
across multiple administrative
tiers, including village, taluka,
district, state, and Secretariat
levels. Additionally, statutory
boards and public sector cor-
porations are encouraged to
undertake specialized projects
aligned with their core institu-
tional mandates.

To maintain administrative
rigor, guidelines specify that
only projects fully completed
by August 31 of each opera-
tional year are eligible for for-
mal evaluation and subse-
quent awards. The General
Administration Department
has instructed all administra-
tive units to actively promote
the portal, provide necessary
guidance to staff, and maxi-
mize institutional participa-
tion.

BORDER SECURITY FOCUS

West Bengal CM vows zero tolerance for attacks on police

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari has issued
a stern warning against vio-
lence directed at police offi-
cers, vowing that perpetrators
will face immediate legal con-
sequences and strict judicial
custody.

Addressing reporters re-
garding law enforcement stan-
dards, Chief Minister Adhikari
condemned past instances of
violence, such as the vandal-

ism of police outposts in
Asansol, and made it clear
that the state administration
will adopt a zero-tolerance
policy toward any physical
assaults on uniformed person-
nel. He stated that state-
backed legal teams and police
coordinators will ensure swift
trials and strict punishment
while keeping offenders be-
hind bars during ongoing judi-
cial proceedings.

To address systemic staff-
ing shortages, Chief Minister

Adhikari announced a mas-
sive police modernization
and recruitment drive, noting
that the state currently main-
tains one of the lowest po-
lice-to-population ratios na-
tionwide, with approximately
105 personnel per 100,000
residents. Overcoming past
legal hurdles surrounding
OBC and EWS reservation
categories, the government
has cleared the path for large-
scale hirings, with 29,000
appointments underway.

Structured recruitment drives
will proceed monthly, includ-
ing the induction of 131
Sub-Inspectors and Assistant
Sub-Inspectors in December,
followed by 4,000 constables
in January. Additionally, the
state has approached the Cen-
tre to establish two additional
Indian Reserve Battalions
(IRBs).

Efforts are also underway
to upgrade emergency infra-
structure, notably by strength-
ening the ‘112’ emergency

response system and enhanc-
ing strategic coordination be-
tween the Border Security

Policing push

POLICE PER
100,000
RESIDENTS

HIRINGS
UNDER WAY

SIS AND ASIS
INDECEMBER

CONSTABLES
INJANUARY

Force (BSF) and state agen-
cies. Highlighting the security
demands posed by West Ben-

gal’s extensive international
border with Bangladesh,
Adhikari announced plans to
visit the Hingalganj Border
Outpost in the Sundarbans
alongside the Director Gener-
al of Police to extend festive
Diwali greetings to deployed
security forces. Meanwhile,
political friction continues
across the state as regional
debates persist regarding law
and order management and
festival security arrange-
ments.
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Teen student wins major
Arizona court election
MARICOPA COUNTY

Sebastian Matta, a
19-year-old Arizona State
University student, has
defeated former
Republican lawmaker Jeff
Dial to become clerk of
the Maricopa County
Superior Court. The
Democrat’s surprise vic-
tory attracted attention,
with television host
Jimmy Kimmel jokingly
calling him “Boss Baby
come to life.” Matta will
oversee court records,
legal filings, and an office
employing more than
600 people, with an
annual salary of around
$97,000.

Peltola campaign sues
Alaska over rejected ballots
ALASKA

Democratic Senate can-
didate Mary Peltola’s
campaign has sued
Alaska election officials,
seeking immediate
access to records of
absentee ballots rejected
in Tuesday’s election.
Peltola remains locked in
a close race with
Republican incumbent
Senator Dan Sullivan,
with around 600 votes
separating them as
counting continues. The
campaign says officials
ignored requests filed
under Alaska’s Public
Records Act. State offi-
cials argue the informa-
tionis confidential and
releasing preliminary
records could delay ballot
counting. The state will
accept ballots until
November 18.

Russia bombards Kyiv,

energy systems targeted
KYIV

President Volodymyr
Zelensky reported that
Russia launched 36 bal-
listic missiles and 172
drones in overnight strikes
targeting Kyiv and sur-
rounding regions. The
attack killed one person
and injured eight, includ-
ing a child. The strikes
caused significant dam-
age to Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure, residential
areas, and the key
Northern Bridge across
the Dnipro River. The
escalation comes just
days before US-backed
trilateral peace talks
involving Ukraine, Russia,
and the United States are
scheduled to beginin Abu
Dhabi on November 10.

Macau court gives former
lawmaker 12.5-year sentence
MACAU

Former pro-democracy
lawmaker Au Kam San
has been sentenced to
12.5years in prisonin
Macau'’s first national
security case since the
territory’s national
security law was
introduced. The 69-year-
old was found guilty of
subversion against the
political power of the
state and of contacting
organisations and people
outside Macau for
activities allegedly linked
to national security.
Michael Polak, director of
Justice Abroad, who has
supported Au’s family,
criticised the trial and
described it as a “sham”.

'Balochistan parties announce
province-wide shutdown

Political leaders in Balochistan have called a shutdown,
citing worsening security, economic hardship, and
growing frustration among many local residents.

The parties raised concerns over rising violence, kidnappings and insecurity on highways
QUETTA

Political parties in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province have an-
nounced a province-wide
shutdown on November 19,
demanding urgent action to
address growing security con-
cerns, economic difficulties
and public hardship.

The decision was taken at
an all-parties conference or-
ganised by the Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP) at the Quetta
Press Club. Leaders from sev-
eral political parties and trad-

ers’ organisations attended the
meeting to discuss the prov-
ince’s worsening situation.
The participating parties ex-
pressed serious concern over
rising violence, terrorism,

targeted killings, kldnappmgs
for ransom and insecurity on
major highways. They said
these problems had increased
fear among residents and
made daily life difficult for
ordinary people. The issue of
missing persons, unemploy-
ment and concerns over the
use of the province’s natural

resources were also raised.

The joint declaration high-
lighted the economic pressure
faced by residents. According
to the parties, the closure of
trade routes with Afghanistan
and Iran had affected business
activities and employment.
Rising prices, long power and
gas cuts, and difficulties faced
by farmers and traders had
added to the public’s prob-
lems.

The political leaders criti-
cised the provincial govern-
ment, alleging that it had

The protest plan

NOV19
Complete shutdown across
Balochistan; demonstrations
outside press clubs
@ NOV26

‘ Provincial-level meeting to
]

review the situation

EARLY DECEMBER

Conference with national
political leaders

failed to provide sufficient
security, protect public re-
sources and restore economic
activity. They called for im-
mediate steps to improve law
and order and address the con-
cerns of local communities.

As part of their protest
plan, the parties announced
a complete shutdown across
Balochistan on November
19. Demonstrations will also
take place outside press
clubs in district headquarters
across the province.

The leaders further decid-
ed to hold a provincial-level
meeting on November 26 to
review the situation and dis-
cuss future action. Another
conference involving nation-
al political leaders is
planned for the first week of
December to bring Baloch-
istan’s concerns to the na-
tional level.

UAE Prime Minister
shares warm Diwali
wishes worldwide

The UAE leader’s festive
message highlights peace,
happiness, and unity,
celebrating cultural
diversity and
strengthening bonds
among communities
during Diwali.

ABU DHABI

The Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates has ex-
tended warm greetings to peo-
ple celebrating Diwali, shar-
ing a message of peace, hope,
and goodness on the festival
of lights.

Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, shared the message on
social media platform X on
Saturday, November 7. His
greeting reached people cele-
brating the festival both with-
in the UAE and across the
world.

In his message, Sheikh Mo-
hammed wished people safe-
ty, happiness, and prosperity,
highlighting the positive val-
ues associated with Diwali.
His words reflected the spirit
of a festival that brings fami-
lies and communities together
through prayers, traditional
customs, the lighting of
lamps, and the exchange of
sweets.

Diwali is widely celebrated
by Indian communities and

The Diwali message was shared on X on
Saturday

people from other South Asian
backgrounds living in the
UAE. The country is home to
a large Indian community,
making the festival an import-
ant occasion for cultural cele-
brations and community gath-
erings.

This year, the main Diwali
celebrations fall on Sunday,
November 8. Residents are
preparing to mark the occa-
sion with family gatherings,
festive decorations, cultural
programmes, and visits to
places hosting special events.
Authorities and building man-
agers have also reminded res-
idents to follow fire safety
rules while celebrating.

The UAE leadership has
regularly extended greetings
on cultural and religious occa-
sions observed by different
communities. Such messages
recognise the country’s di-
verse population and encour-
age people from different
backgrounds to celebrate their
traditions while living togeth-
er peacefully.

Paraguay’s President impeached
amid major banking crisis

ASUNCION

Paraguay has entered a major
political and financial crisis

senators voted to remove
President Santiago Peiia
from office

after President Santiago Pefia
was removed from office
through impeachment and
placed under house arrest fol-
lowing the collapse of Ueno
Bank. The banking failure left
millions of customers unable
to access their savings and
raised serious questions about
the government’s handling of
public money.

The Senate voted on Friday

to impeach Pefa, with 44 sen-
ators supporting his removal.
Lawmakers accused him of
misconduct linked to the trou-
bled bank and alleged that his
political influence helped the
institution receive public
funds while financial regula-
tors failed to address risky
lending practices. Pefla has
denied wrongdoing.

The crisis deepened after
authorities took control of
Ueno Bank earlier this week.
Customers suddenly lost ac-
cess to their accounts, savings
and payment services, creat-
ing difficulties for families,
pensioners, workers and busi-
nesses.

Protesters gathered in the
capital, Asuncion, demanding
the return of their money and
accountability from those re-
sponsible. Many customers

expressed concern about
meeting daily expenses while
their funds remained frozen.

Following Pefia’s removal,
prosecutors ordered him to
remain under house arrest
while the investigation con-
tinued. He is facing allega-
tions that include breach of
trust, influence peddling and
misuse of public office.

Vice President Pedro Alli-
ana was sworn in as the new
president and is expected to
complete the remaining term,
which runs until August 2028.

Authorities have also
launched investigations into
bank executives and other in-
dividuals linked to the col-
lapse. Some customers have
begun receiving limited pay-
ments, while officials say de-
posit insurance covers most
account holders.

India seeks production-led partnerships
across African nations

ACCRA

India is looking to strengthen
its ties with African countries
by focusing on manufactur-
ing, local industries, skill de-
velopment, and job creation
instead of relying mainly on
financial assistance and tradi-
tional trade, according to a
report published by India Nar-
rative.

The report examined Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar’s visit to Ghana, Cote
d’Ivoire, and Ethiopia from
October 6 to 10. It said the
success of these partnerships

should be measured by their
ability to build long-term in-
dustrial capacity and support
economic growth.

During his meeting with
Ghanaian President John Ma-
hama in Accra on October 6,
discussions included Indian
investment in pharmaceutical
and vaccine production. Such
investments could help Ghana
manufacture more medicines
locally, reduce its dependence
on imports, and strengthen its
healthcare system.

Ghana as abase
Ghana is seen as a potential
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Ghana: medicine and
vaccine production

Cote d’lvoire:
French-speaking

Ethiopia: African Union
headquarters

markets

manufacturing base for West
Africa. Discussions during
Jaishankar’s visit also covered
healthcare, mining, defence,
railways, and digital technol-
ogy.
Cote d’Ivoire offers Indian
businesses access to French-
speaking African markets.
The two sides also discussed
defence cooperation, count-
er-terrorism, training, and ca-
pacity building amid growing
security concerns in parts of
West Africa.

Ethiopia holds strategic im-
portance because it hosts the
African Union headquarters.
Jaishankar’s discussions with
Ethiopian Foreign Minister
Gedion Timothewos focused
on trade, investment, digital
development, and cooperation
between India and the African
Union.

Report questions military control
over Paklstan’s natural resources

The report says the m|l|tary holds strong influence over national decisions

BRUSSELS

Pakistan’s military is facing
questions over its involvement
in the country’s natural re-
source business, with concerns
growing about a lack of trans-
parency, public accountability,
and the distribution of profits.

The report stated that mili-
tary-linked organisations have
access to valuable public re-
sources, while details about
their earnings, contracts, and
payments to the government
remain unclear. It also raised

g

concerns that the country
could be losing tax revenue
and other public income be-
cause of limited oversight.

According to the report, Pa-
kistan’s military has main-
tained strong influence over
important national decisions
while elected politicians re-
main responsible for running
the government and facing
public criticism. This arrange-
ment, it argued, has allowed
the military to expand its eco-
nomic interests without suffi-
cient public scrutiny.

The report highlighted min-
eral extraction in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa as an example. It
pointed to the Frontier Works
Organisation (FWO), a mili-
tary-linked engineering body,
which has reportedly received
a contract to operate the Mu-
hammad Khel copper mine in
the province.

The report said the FWO is
entitled to receive 50 per cent
of the profits from the mine in
North Waziristan. However, it
noted that publicly available
government records do not
provide clear details about the
quantity and value of copper
extracted or the total revenue
generated.

These concerns have raised
questions about whether the
province and its residents re-
ceive a fair share of the in-
come from their natural re-
sources.

IRAN MILITARY CLAIMS

India, Australia strengthen defence
ties amid regional tensions

CANBERRA

India and Australia are
strengthening their defence
partnership amid growing
concerns about China’s ac-
tions in the Indo-Pacific and
uncertainty over future United
States policies in the region,
according to a report by Aus-
tralian think tank Lowy Insti-
tute.

During his visit to Australia
in July 2026, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Austra-
lian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese signed a Joint Dec-
laration on Defence and Secu-
rity Cooperation. The agree-
ment aims to expand cooper-
ation in maritime security,
technology, cyber security,
and defence planning.

The two leaders also agreed
on a maritime security road-
map and the Australia-India

Partnership on Cyber, Critical
Technologies and Supply
Chains, which includes de-
fence cooperation. They fur-

participated in 14 bilateral ex-
ercises and 64 trilateral or
multilateral exercises.

India and Australia recently

14

bilateral exercises, 2020-26

64

trilateral or multilateral

ther decided to formalise ties
between Australia’s Maritime
Border Command and the In-
dian Coast Guard through a
memorandum of understand-
ing.

Exercises and training

According to the report, de-
fence cooperation has ex-
panded beyond high-level
discussions to include mili-
tary exercises, intelligence
sharing, professional training,
and technology development.
Between January 2020 and
July 2026, the two countries

completed the fifth edition of
their joint military exercise,
Austrahind 2026, in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Kerala. The
14-day exercise concluded on
November 2 and focused on
improving coordination,
building mutual trust, and
strengthening operational co-
operation.

Beyond defence, the two
countries share strong eco-
nomic and social links. Bilat-
eral trade has crossed $50
billion, while around one mil-
lion people of Indian origin
live in Australia.

Iran claims major military gains, warns enemies

TEHRAN

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) has
claimed that its forces
brought down 260 hostile air-
craft and captured seven re-
connaissance drones intact.
The announcement came as
Iranian military officials
highlighted the country’s
growing defence capabilities
and warned that future devel-

opments could surprise its
opponents.

Brigadier General Hossein
Mohebbi, spokesperson for
the IRGC Aerospace Force,
made these remarks during a
press briefing at the Sarchesh-
meh Cultural Complex in
Tehran on Saturday. The event
was held as part of the force’s
commemorative Aerospace
Week.

Mohebbi said Iran had

strengthened its air defence
network during recent military
confrontations. He claimed
that the forces had brought
down 260 hostile aircraft
during hostilities involving
the United States. He also said
seven MQM-170 reconnais-
sance drones had been recov-
ered intact over the previous
one to two weeks.

The spokesperson described
these developments as evi-

dence of Iran’s progress in
military technology. However,
the claims have not been in-
dependently verified.
Mohebbi also spoke about
Iran’s underground missile
facilities, saying the country
had moved some production
activities below ground to
protect them from attacks.
He further stated that Iran
had made progress in devel-
oping its own defence equip-

In focus

- Iran’s IRGC claims it downed 260 hostile aircraft during military

confrontations.

— The spokesperson says seven enemy reconnaissance drones were

captured intact.

- Iran claims its domestic missile and drone production capabilities

have improved.

— The IRGC highlights underground facilities to protect military

production from attacks.

- Iran warns that its future defence capabilities could surprise its

opponents.

ment and reducing its depen-
dence on foreign suppliers.
He named the Arman missile
system, the 358 drone and the
Khordad-3 air defence system
among the equipment pro-
duced by the country.

Mohebbi warned that Iran
would reveal additional mili-
tary capabilities if another
conflict occurred, saying its
opponents would be surprised
by the developments.
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India enjoys
strategic advantage
duetolarge oil
refining capacity

NEW DELHI
While the United States
and Europe have been
reducing their oil refining
capacity, India is expand-
ing into a global refining
hub which gives it a stra-
tegic advantage as an
exporter of petroleum
products despite being a
large crude importing
country, according to an
article in India Narrative.
India’s installed refining
capacity stood at
2671 million tonnes per
annum (nearly 5.3—
5.6 million barrels per
day) as of April 2026,
ranking it fourth globally
behind the United States
(18.2 million bpd), China,
and Russia. Government
targets call for around
300 million tonnes by
2030, with longer-term
ambitions of 400 million
tonnes.

India should
lead space law

reforms initiative

NEW DELHI
Growing cooperation
between China and
Pakistan in the space sec-
tor highlights emerging
gaps in international
space governance and
the need for India to play
a leading role in reforming
laws for responsible
space activities, a new
report has said. The
report from India
Narrative said the opaque
partnership also raises
broader questions about
legal loopholes in interna-
tional space laws, dual-
use technologies being
exploited to undermine
security and sovereignty.
It argued that the China-
Pakistan relationship in
space extends beyond
satellite launches and
technological collabora-
tion, to Beijing’s long-term
plan of bringing anti-India
states within its fold.

Diwali sales set
tocrossRs7
lakh crore: CAIT

NEW DELHI
The Diwali-related trade
in the national capital has
crossed a record Rs 1lakh
crore while national sales

are poised to cross Rs 7

lakh crore amid hectic
buying which peaked on

Dhanteras as waves of
buyers flooded the mar-
kets, according to figures

compiled by the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT).

This year, exceptionally
strong demand has been
witnessed across several

product categories,
including gold, silver and
jewellery as well as elec-
tronic goods and home
appliances such as
mobile phones, LED tele-
visions, refrigerators,
washing machines, air
conditioners, according to
a CAIT statement issued
on Saturday.

Automobiles including

cars, two-wheelers and
commercial vehicles have
also witnessed encourag-

ing demand.

CAIT Secretary General
and Member of
Parliament Praveen
Khandelwal said that,
according to information
received so far, Diwali-
related trade in Delhi has
crossed the Rs 1lakh
crore mark, while nation-
wide Diwali business has
exceeded Rs 6 lakh crore.
Considering the contin-
ued surge in customer
footfall and the strong
buying sentiment in mar-
kets, the total figure is
expected to cross Rs 7
lakh crore.

Gujarat courts investment
in Australia, NZ

Gujarat’s investment outreach across Australia and New Zealand featured
eight business roundtables and 15 official meetings, engaging over 150
industry leaders ahead of the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2027.

GANDHINAGAR

A Gujarat government dele-
gation held eight business
roundtables and 15 govern-
ment-level and one-to-one
meetings with more than 150
industry leaders during an
eight-day investment outreach
programme in Australia and
New Zealand, ahead of the
Vibrant Gujarat Global Sum-
mit (VGGS) 2027.

Led by Energy and Petro-
chemicals Minister Rushikesh
Patel, the delegation visited
the two countries from Octo-
ber 26 to November 2. Its
programme included 11 one-
to-one meetings, four minis-
terial-level meetings and
eight sector-focused roundta-
bles to explore investment
opportunities.

The delegation also visited
six industrial facilities and in-
stitutions and held three en-
gagements with the Indian

and Guyjarati diaspora. Discus-
sions covered potential coop-
eration in critical minerals,
renewable energy, petrochem-
icals, technology, logistics,
education, sports infrastruc-
ture and tourism.

The Australian leg, from
October 26 to 30, covered
Melbourne, Sydney and Bris-
bane. The delegation held
nine one-to-one meetings
with companies and institu-
tions, including Cavendish
Renewable Technology, Cox
Architecture, Initiative Sports
& Events, Eyeonic, Progia
Foods, Aus Energy Store, the
Centre for Australia-India Re-
lations, Endua and Populous.

Patel was accompanied by
senior state officials, includ-
ing Chief Commissioner of
State Tax Roopwant Singh
and Commissioner of Geolo-
gy and Mining Dhaval Patel.
Private-sector representatives
included Shreyans Goyal,
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150+

industry leaders

business roundtables

Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of Shakti Group Com-
panies; Mehul Vaidya, Senior
Vice-President (Project De-
velopment) at Reliance In-
dustries; Milan Thakkar, Di-
rector of Alexius Projects;

offlual meetlngs

and Harshil Tamakuwala,
Founder and Director of Hin-
dustan Mag.

The 11th VGGS is sched-
uled for January 10 to 12,
2027, at Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar.

WaveX invites startups
for IFFI 2026 pavilion
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NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has invited
applications from startups
working in film and allied
technologies to participate in
the WaveX Startup Pavilion at
WAVES Bazaar during the
International Film Festival of
India (IFFT) Goa 2026.

According to an official
statement issued by the min-
istry on Saturday, the pavilion
will also create opportunities
for networking, industry en-
gagement and collaboration
with filmmakers, production
houses and investors operat-
ing across the global creative
ecosystem.

Applications are open to
startups registered with the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) and working in film
and related technology do-
mains. Eligible applicants will
undergo a screening and eval-
uation process conducted by a

ELIGIBLE STARTUPS

| Who: DPIIT-registered startups |

Sector: film or allied
technologies

Selection: by a WaveX-
appointed committee

Focus: AVGC-XR and media
technologies

Selection Committee consti-
tuted by WaveX.

WaveX, also known as the
WAVES Startup Accelerator,
is an incubation and accelera-
tion initiative of the Ministry
of Information and Broadcast-
ing. It focuses on encouraging
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in India’s media and en-
tertainment sector.

Its areas of focus include
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming, Comics and Extend-
ed Reality (AVGC-XR),
alongside other media tech-
nologies.

Established in 1952, IFFI is
among Asia’s prominent film
festivals. Organised annually
in Goa, the festival showcases
international cinema, encour-
ages creative exchange and
promotes collaboration across
the global film industry.

India, EU finalise Horizon Europe
association talks
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NEW DELHI

India and the European Union
(EU) have successfully con-
cluded negotiations for In-
dia’s association with Horizon
Europe, the European bloc’s
flagship research and innova-
tion programme, according to
an official statement released
on Saturday.

The association will enable
Indian researchers, academic
institutions and industries to
participate in funding calls
under the programme through
collaborative research proj-
ects. It will also provide ac-
cess to European research

HORIZON
EUROPE |

The EU’s flagship research
| and innovation programme |
has a budget of 93.5 billion

euros for 2021-27.
L — __— __

consortia and advanced re-
search infrastructure, opening
opportunities for scientific
cooperation and technological
development.

The exploration of India’s
possible association began
following the historic In-
dia-EU Summit held on Jan-
uary 27, 2026. Formal nego-
tiations were subsequently
initiated after the ministerial
meeting of the Trade and
Technology Council in Brus-
sels on July 15, 2026.

The programme is expected
to strengthen talent mobility
and encourage the joint devel-
opment of critical technolo-

gies, standards and scalable
solutions.

“The association of India
with the programme marks a
strategic move into a long-
term institutional framework
of research cooperation be-
tween both sides, building on
existing R&D projects and
cooperation under the India—
EU Agreement on Science
and Technology Cooperation
and the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council,” the
statement said.

India and the EU have
maintained scientific cooper-
ation under their Agreement
for Scientific and Technolog-
ical Cooperation, first signed
in 2001 and recently renewed
until 2030.

Research and innovation
also form a key pillar of the
Joint EU-India Comprehen-
sive Strategic Agenda towards
2030, adopted during the Jan-
uary 2026 summit.

Anti-cancer drug price cuts take
effect from Monday

NEW DELHI

The revised prices of 137 an-
ti-cancer drugs will come into
effect from November 9, after
the National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
capped trade margins on these
medicines, an official state-
ment said on Saturday, adding
that this will generate annual
savings of around Rs 3,502.31
crore for consumers.

The Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers statement said
more than 1,000 medicines of
different brands show marked
price reductions.

As many as 76 pharmaceu-
tical companies have so far
reported revised maximum
retail prices (MRPs) for 1,225
anti-cancer formulations cov-
ering 121 drugs.

Reduction in the MRP has
been reported in 1,031 formu-
lations of anti-cancer medi-

cines, with 600 brands report-
ing above 50 per cent reduc-
tion and the highest reduction
being 96.45 per cent.

Out of the 137 identified
anti-cancer drugs, there are 10
to 15 drugs that are yet to be
launched in India. However,
Trade Margin Rationalization
(TMR) will be applicable on
these drugs also as and when
they are launched.

“TMR of non-scheduled
anti-cancer medicines is an
important step taken by the
government in its continued
efforts to improve affordabil-
ity and accessibility of essen-

Cheaper cancer drugs

DRUGS
COVERED

MRP CUTS
REPORTED

BRANDS CUT
OVER 50%

HIGHEST CUT

tial anti-cancer medicines for

cancer care,” the statement
noted.

State drug controllers will
monitor compliance by man-
ufacturers, dealers, hospitals
and medical institutions. Con-
sumers can check the applica-
ble prices through the Pharma
Sahi Daam mobile applica-
tion and the NPPA website
(www.nppa.gov.in) and report
any non-compliance or viola-
tion of revised prices to the
authority.

US Al primacy strategy faces oversight
gap as rehance on tech firms grows

MUMBAI

The US administration’s re-
cent initiatives to strengthen
its position in artificial intel-
ligence (Al) — including a
dialogue with China and a
voluntary safety accord with
major technology companies
— have highlighted a key
challenge in Washington’s
strategy and its growing de-
pendence on private firms to
assess and control powerful
Al systems, according to a
report.

A report by India Narrative
said the measures reflect the
administration’s ambition to
translate technological lead-
ership into strategic advan-
tage even as the capabilities
and behaviour of advanced Al
models remain only partially
understood.

It highlighted Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s state
visit to Washington in Sep-

Four layers of
oversight
— Internal controls

— Aninternal safety team

- Independent audits or
evaluations

— A board-level committee
that tracks remediation

tember, when the two coun-
tries agreed to establish a di-
alogue on superintelligence
and a bilateral channel for
Al-related incidents.

On September 29, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed

an executive order directing
federal agencies to use the
term Super Intelligence, or SI,
instead of artificial intelli-
gence in official correspon-
dence and other non-statutory
documents.

The order also requires the
presidential science adviser to
submit legislative language
for a federal definition within
60 days, according to the
report.

“The same day, executives
from OpenAl, Anthropic,
Google, Meta, Nvidia and
xAl signed the White House
Accord on Super Intelligence,
which Trump described as
morally binding,” the report
said.

Experiments involving ad-
vanced Al agents found that
some systems could resort to
deceptive or harmful actions
when confronted with con-
flicting objectives or potential
replacement.

NEW DELHI

India’s chemicals and petro-
chemicals industry, currently
valued at approximately
$220 billion, is projected to
grow to $300 billion by 2030
and reach $1 trillion by 2040,
according to a factsheet the
government released on
Saturday.

India is currently the
sixth-largest producer of
chemicals globally and the
fourth-largest in Asia. Its
chemical products serve sev-
eral key industries, including

pharmaceuticals, textiles,
construction, automobiles,
electronics and consumer
goods, making the sector an
important contributor to the
country’s industrial growth.

NA

The sector has also wit-
nessed a significant rise in
foreign investment. Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in-
flows reached Rs 1,04,895
crore between 2014 and 2026,

India’s chemical sector targets $1

Centre draws up special plan to speed
up rabl sowmg in 225 dry districts

NEW DELHI

The government has drawn up
contingency plans to facilitate
sowing in the current rabi sea-
son in as many as 225 districts
across the country which have
been affected due to the errat-
ic monsoon this year in the
wake of the El Nino weather
pattern.

“We are taking contingency
planning to a new level with
the development of a dynamic
dashboard that will integrate
the India Meteorological De-
partment’s (IMD) weekly
forecasts, data on water bod-
ies and other relevant infor-
mation to help officials make

decisions based on local con-
ditions,” Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR)
Director General ML Jat told
journalists.

The proposed dashboard
would allow users to access
information at the district lev-
el, he added.

The ICAR chief said a dis-
trict initially identified as vul-
nerable to drought could move
out of that category if it re-
ceived adequate rainfall in the
coming days. The assessment
should therefore be revised
using updated IMD forecasts
and rainfall data, including
projections for the following
15 days.

Rabi crops, including
wheat, have been sown in
around 3.8 million hectares
as of October 30, which is
around 46 per cent less than
the same period last year.
However, this is also due to
untimely rains in the wheat

‘ We are taking
contingency
planning to a new level
with the development of a
dynamic dashboard...”
— ML Jat, Director General, ICAR

belt, due to which sowing has
been delayed and is expected
to accelerate now, a senior
official explained.

The ICAR chief said that
the new dashboard would cov-
er the entire country, rather
than just the 225 districts iden-
tified for contingency plan-
ning. He said the platform
would not be restricted to con-
tingency planning.

Director General ML Jat
said ICAR had also constitut-
ed a task force to examine op-
portunities to increase the cul-
tivation of oilseeds and pulses
in fallow areas left after the
rice harvest.

Chemicals: the target

Industry size, in $ billion
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Figures: government factsheet

over twice the Rs 45,240 crore
of 2004-2014. India allows
100 per cent FDI through the

trillion by 2040

automatic route in most chem-
ical sectors, removing the
need for prior government
approval.

India also holds significant
positions in specialised
chemical manufacturing,
ranking as the world’s sec-
ond-largest manufacturer and
exporter of dyes and the
third-largest exporter of
agrochemicals.

To strengthen manufactur-
ing capacity and infrastruc-
ture, the Centre has introduced
the Bharat Audyogik Vikas
Yojana Rasayan (BHAVYA

Rasayan) Scheme, approved
in July 2026. The initiative
aims to establish three dedi-
cated chemical parks, each
covering at least 2,000 acres.

The scheme has a total fi-
nancial outlay of Rs 3,030
crore, including Rs 3,000
crore for common infrastruc-
ture and basic utilities and
Rs 30 crore for administrative
expenditure. The Centre will
provide grants of up to
Rs 1,000 crore per park, sub-
ject to a minimum state gov-
ernment contribution of
Rs 500 crore.
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‘Ramayana’ls a Visual
Spectacle, Says Shankar

Filmmaker S Shankar has praised Ramayana for its grand visuals,
technical quality and Yash’'s impressive performance as Ravana.

sage on X. Earlier, prominent filmmakers
SS Rajamouli and Sandeep Reddy Vanga
had also praised the film’s scale and
technical work.

Based on Valmiki’s Ramayana and
Tulsidas’ Ramcharitmanas, the film
features Ranbir Kapoor as Rama, Sai
Pallavi as Sita, Ravie Dubey as

cclaimed filmmaker S Shankar
Ahas praised Nitesh Tiwari’s epic
film Ramayana: Rise Of A Leg-
end, calling it a visual spectacle that
takes Indian cinema to international stan-
dards.
In a review shared on social media
platform X, Shankar appreciated produc-

er Namit Malhotra and director Tiwari  Lakshman and Yash as Ra- Shank

for their efforts in creating the film. He  vana. ankar

praised its visual effects, production The supporting cast i )

quality, music, sound design and grand  includes Arun Govil, Praises Yash's Ravana

‘Sandlyar First Look Unveiled
on Kamal Haasan S Blrthday

3 eteran actor Kamal
Haasan has announced
his upcoming film

Sandiyar on the occasion of his
birthday, revealing its title and
first-look poster. The an-
nouncement has created ex-
citement among fans, who are
eager to see the actor in a
rugged new role.

Directed by SU Arun Ku-
mar, the film will feature mu-
sic composed by Anirudh Rav-
(x> ichander. It is produced by
it  Kamal Haasan and R Mahen-
dran under the banners of
Raaj Kamal Films Interna-
3 . tional and Turmeric Media.
X The first-look poster pres-
ents a gritty and intense ap-

Key Details of ‘Sandiyar’
+ Lead Actor: Kamal Haasan
» Director: SU Arun Kumar
+ Music: Anirudh Ravichander
+ Producers: Kamal Haasan and R Mahendran

- Production Houses: Raaj Kamal Films
International and Turmeric Media

- Release Date: Yet to be announced

presentation.

Shankar also appreciated the music
composed by AR Rahman and Hans Zim-
mer. He gave special praise to actor Yash,

Indira Krishnan,

Lara Dutta, Rakul
Preet Singh,
Vivek Oberoi and

Filmmaker S Shankar has

described Yash'’s portrayal of

Ravana as impressive, calling
the character a lovable villain.

pearance, giving fans a
glimpse of the film's tone.
However, the makers have
not revealed details about

the comments section. God is back, one
fan wrote, while another commented,
After 22 years, expressing excitement
about seeing the actor in this new role.

who plays Ravana, describing him as a ~ Kunal Kapoor. He also praised the film’s visual the storyline or the other The birthday announcement has

lovable villain. He said Yash’s perfor-
mance was impressive in every frame.
Shankar also wished actors Ranbir Ka-
poor and Sai Pallavi, who play Lord
Rama and Sita, respectively. He congrat-
ulated the entire team for making Indian

A post-credits
scene introduces
Sunny Deol as
Lord Hanuman.

He is expected to
have a major role in

cinema proud. Ramayana: Part 2, t
Responding to the filmmaker’s review,  scheduled for release in eam.
Tiwari thanked him through a short mes-  2028.

effects, music by AR Rahman and Hans
Zimmer, sound design and produc-
tion quality. Shankar said the
film takes Indian cinema to
international standards and
congratulated the entire

NAMIT MALHOTRA’S

ana

“‘VENTILATOR 22 ANNOUNCED,

SET FOR 2027 RELEASE

Actor Priyanka Chopra has an-
nounced Ventilator 2, a sequel to
the 2016 National Award-winning
Marathi film Ventilator. The film will
be produced under her banner, Purple
Pebble Pictures, and is scheduled to
release in 2027.

Filmmaker Rajesh Mapuskar, who
directed the original film, will return
as the writer and director. Priyanka
made the announcement through In-
stagram, recalling the importance of
the original film in her journey as a
producer.

She said that Purple Pebble Pic-
tures was started with the aim of
telling meaningful stories and that
Ventilator was one of the company's
important projects. She expressed
happiness about returning to the sto-
ry after a decade.

The sequel will be produced by
Priyanka Chopra, Dr Madhu Chopra
and Rajesh Mapuskar under Purple
Pebble Pictures and Magij Pictures.
Details about the cast and storyline
have not yet been revealed.

Released in 2016, the original
Ventilator revolved around the

Kamerkar family, who gather
at a hospital after an elderly
family member is placed on
a ventilator shortly before
Ganesh Chaturthi.

The film combined hu-
mour and emotion while
exploring family rela-
tionships, genera-
tional differences
and reconcilia-
tion. It won
three National <
Film Awards,
including Best
Director for Mapus-
kar, Best Editing and
Best Sound Mixing.

Priyanka's produc-
tion house has sup-
ported several films,
including Pahuna, The
Sky Is Pink, The White
Tiger, Paani and Anuja.
Its projects have received
national and internation-
al recognition, strength-
ening her presence as a
producer.

j A7 Anupam Kher

Fans of actor Prabhas have
started comparing his
2023 film Adipurush with the
recently released Ramayana:
Rise of a Legend on social
media.

The debate began after re-
ports of the latter's first-day
box office collection
emerged, bringing atten-

tion to budgets and

star power.

Several fans high-
lighted the differ-
ence in the reported

budgets and open-
ing-day earnings of the
two films. One social me-
dia user claimed that Ra-
mayana had a budget of Rs
4,000 crore, while Adipurush
was made at an estimated cost
of Rs 500-700 crore.
The user pointed out that
Adipurush earned Rs 140

members of the cast. The an-
nouncement quickly attracted atten-
tion on social media, with fans cel-
ebrating the actor's return to the

big screen in a rug-
ged avatar. Several
fans shared their
excitement in

added to the excitement surrounding
the project. With an experienced di-
rector, a popular music composer and
Kamal Haasan leading the production,
expectations among fans are growing.

The makers are yet to announce the
film's release date, complete cast and
other production details.

crore worldwide on its open-
ing day, compared to the re-
ported Rs 125 crore opening
of Ramayana. The post ar-
gued that big investments
alone cannot guarantee box
office records, adding that
winning audience support is
equally important.

Another fan called Prabhas
the undisputed king of open-
ings and said the actor could
achieve greater success with a
strong director and good con-
tent.

Other users recalled that
Adipurush had faced criticism
for its visual effects and con-
tent when it was released in
2023.

Despite the negative reac-
tions, fans highlighted its re-
ported opening-day collection
as a major achievement.

Some also described it as

one of the biggest openings
for a non-sequel Hindi film.
The discussion further includ-
ed comparisons with Dhu-
randhar 2, Jawan and Animal.

The online debate has once

again brought Prabhas' box
office popularity into focus,
with fans discussing whether
star power or production bud-
gets play a bigger role in
opening-day success.

eteran actor
Anupam
Kher has com-
pleted shoot-
ing for his

‘RC17’ Casting to Be Fmahsed
by December, Shoot in February

ctor Ram Charan and

director Sukumar are
preparing to reunite for their
upcoming film, tentatively
titled RC17.

According to reports, the
makers are expected to final-
ise the female lead by De-
cember, while regular shoot-
ing is planned to begin in
February 2027.

A report by 123Telugu
stated that actresses Sara Ar-
jun and Satvika Veeravalli
are among the names being
considered for the female
lead's role. However, direc-
tor Sukumar is reportedly
keeping the casting details
secret. The final decision is
expected later this
month or in
early Decem-
ber.

Following
the film's
grand launch
ceremony in Hy-
derabad, the mak-
ers released a special
pre-look poster fea-
turing a stylised
portrait of Ram /i
Charan in
shades of blue,
green and gold.
The design re-
sembles a pea-
cock feather.

Sharing the post-
er on social media,
Ram Charan de-

emony attended by several
personalities from the Telugu
film industry. Megastar Chi-
ranjeevi performed the coco-
nut-breaking ritual and gave
the project its first clap. Ram
Charan and Sukumar were
also present at the event.
The project marks the re-
union of the actor and direc-
tor after their successful col-
laboration in the 2018 film
Rangasthalam, which fea-
tured Saman-

POINTERS:

. : RC17 (working title)

. : Ram Charan
. : Sukumar
: Sara Arjun
and Satvika Veeravalli
. (Ex-
pected by December 2026
February 2027
: Rangasthalam (2018)
. : Grand pooja

ceremony held in Hyder-
abad

Chiranjeevi performéd the
coconut-breaking ritual
and gave the first clap.

tha Ruth Prabhu as the
female lead.

Further details
.| about the remaining
~ | cast and technical
team have not yet
been announced.

Ram Charan was last
seen in the sports ac-
tion drama Peddi, di-
rected by Buchi Babu
Sana. Expectations
are growing as fans
look forward to
his next col-
laboration

Seee  Completes
556th Film in
Sweden

556th
project,
Out Of
Fashion, a
Swedish
film that he
says will al-
ways remain special to him.
The actor shared behind-the-scenes
pictures and videos on social media, reflect-
ing on his experience of working on his first
Swedish film in Stockholm. He said the script had touched his
heart when he first read it. Kher described the shooting experi-
ence as wonderful and praised the talented team for their sup-
port and kindness. Despite the extremely cold weather, he said
the warmth, affection and respect shown by the cast and crew
made his stay memorable. He thanked Sunil Munshi for the
script and his performance, director Jens Johnson for his direc-
tion, and producers Julia and Siri for including him in the proj-
ect. The actor also appreciated his co-stars, particularly Noah,
along with cinematographer Sophia, makeup artist Daniela and
crew members Natelie, Flora and Bonnie.

Kher said the team had made him feel welcome throughout
the shoot. He added that he would miss working with them,
even though the production still had four weeks of shooting left.

Wishing the team success in completing the remaining work,
Kher said he would remain emotionally connected with every-
one despite leaving Stockholm. He also expressed confidence
that Out Of Fashion would reach many audiences and touch
their hearts. He concluded his message by thanking the entire
team and signing off with his familiar greeting, Jai Ho!

Vijay May Return Before
Camera for Government Ad

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and actor Vijay may soon
appear before the camera
again for a government adver-
tisement. The reported project
could mark his first camera
appearance since taking
charge as Chief Minister.

According to source, Vijay
is likely to feature in an ad-
vertisement being prepared
by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment. Filmmaker Gautham
Menon is reportedly being
considered to direct the
project.

The shooting is expect-
ed to take place towards
the end of this month or
during the first few days
of next month. Howev-
er, details about the ad-
vertisement's subject,
format and other mem-
bers of the production
team have not yet been
revealed.

Neither the Tamil
Nadu government nor
Gautham Menon has
officially confirmed

the project. If the reports are
true, the advertisement will
bring Vijay and the filmmaker
together in a different setting,
away from feature films.
Vijay stepped away from
acting after entering politics
and focusing on public service.
Before beginning his political
journey, he had announced
that H Vinoth's Jana
Nayagan would be his
final film. His politi-
cal success and ap-
pointment as Chief
Minister marked a
major change in his
career. The deci-
sion to leave
films disap-
pointed many
fans who wanted
to see him contin-
ue acting. Howev-
er, the reported
advertisement
could offer his
fans another
opportunity to
see him on
screen.

Mammootty Returns to Tamil Cinema After 7 Years

uperstar Mammootty is
S returning to Tamil cine-

ma after seven years
with the upcoming film OM:
Chapter 1 — Udhiram — The
Blood Wood, which also fea-
tures Dhanush, Sai Pallavi
and Sreeleela.

Speaking about the film,
Mammootty praised his co-
stars and said the story in-
cludes several interesting
characters and different
backgrounds. He mentioned

main story.

The actor also appreciated
the performances of his co-
stars. He praised Sai Pallavi

scribed the project as

extremely special.
The film was launched

with a traditional pooja cer-

with Su-

kumar.

that the film explores a hill-
side community, Sai Pallavi's
character and Dhanush's role,
but chose not to reveal the

for her expressive acting and
described Dhanush's charac-
ter as extraordinary. He add-
ed that the role could become

one of Dhanush's best perfor-
mances.

Mammootty said he had
hoped to learn from the tal-
ented actors during the proj-
ect. He also described the
film as a serious subject,
while promising that his own
speech would be entertain-
ing.

The actor has previously
appeared in several Tamil
films, including his debut
Mounam Sammadham, Kan-
dukondain Kandukondain
and Peranbu.

OM is produced by Shrad-
dha Agrawal and Dhanush

under the banners of RTake
Studios and Wunderbar
Films.

The film centres on the il-
legal trade in red sandal-
wood, also known as blood
wood, and the serious diffi-
culties faced by rural labour-
ers. It presents a gritty con-
flict involving people con-
nected to the trade.

The film is scheduled for
theatrical release on Novem-
ber 20 in Tamil, Telugu, Hin-
di, Malayalam and Kannada.
Mammootty's return to Tam-
il cinema has raised expecta-
tions among audiences.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

INFORMATION
the Pollution Problem in India’s Major Cities
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The pollution problemin
India’s major cities is often
introduced through a familiar
winter photograph: buildings
disappearing into grey air,
traffic moving beneath a
blurred skyline and people
covering their faces. Yet that
picture captures only one part
of a much larger story.
Pollution also travels through
untreated wastewater,
accumulates in poorly
managed rubbish, rises from
construction sites and follows
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residents home through
relentless traffic noise.
Understanding this crisis
requires looking beyond its
most dramatic moments and
examining how cities provide
transport, housing, energy,
sanitation and public space
throughout the year.

Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Kolkata, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and
Pune differ in geography,
climate and economic
activity. Their environmental

challenges therefore cannot
be explained by one source or
solved through one standard
campaign. What connects
them is the pressure of urban
growth on services that must
expand, operate and remain
affordable simultaneously.
The answer lies in connecting
environmental policy with
the ordinary decisions
through which cities are
planned, financed, built and
maintained.

Air Quality Index: translates pollutant measurements into categories
particles with diameters of 10 micrometres or less

the finer fraction, measuring 2.5 micrometres or less

a geographic region sharing common air flows

The central question is how India can accommodate more people and economic activity while reducing the pollution associated with everyday life.

WHAT THE POLLUTION NUMBERS REVEAL

ublic discussion usu-
Pally begins with the
Air Quality Index, or

AQI, a communication tool
that translates pollutant mea-
surements into understandable
categories. India’s AQI frame-
work covers eight pollutants,
including particulate matter,
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur di-
oxide and ozone. The highest
pollutant sub-index deter-
mines the overall index at a
monitoring location. Conse-
quently, an AQI reading is an
indication of air quality con-
ditions, rather than a complete
explanation of their causes.
Two places can record similar
index values while facing dif-

ferent pollutant mixtures, and
the conditions beside a busy
road may differ from those
around a station elsewhere.
Particulate matter deserves
particular attention because it
includes particles small
enough to enter the respirato-
ry system. PM10 refers to
particles with diameters of 10
micrometres or less, while
PM2.5 describes the finer
fraction measuring 2.5 mi-
crometres or less. Visible dust

and invisible fine particles
should therefore not be treat-
ed as interchangeable prob-
lems. Nor does a clear skyline
guarantee that air meets
health-based guidance. The
World Health Organization’s
air quality guidelines reflect
evidence that harmful effects
occur at concentrations lower
than previously understood,
making sustained exposure
reduction an essential public
health objective.

TRACING POLLUTION TO EVERYDAY URBAN SYSTEMS

Transport policy is central
because cities must move
people and goods every day.
Cleaner vehicles can reduce
exhaust emissions, but the
wider objective should be de-
pendable mobility with fewer
polluting journeys. That re-
Where it comes from

Vehicles and daily journeys
@ Construction and road dust

@ Industry and household fuels

@ Open waste burning

Crop residue burning

@ Fireworks in festival spells

quires frequent buses, useful
routes, safe walking access
and convenient connections
between services. Parking
policy and street design also
influence whether private ve-
hicle use becomes the easiest
option for every trip. The
most credible transport strat-
egy should be judged by the
journeys it makes possible:
reaching work, school, hospi-
tals and markets at a reason-
able cost, with predictable
travel times and less expo-
sure.

Construction and road dust
require equally practical at-
tention. In a 2025 parliamen-
tary reply, the Union environ-
ment ministry reported that
source studies identified road
and construction-related dust
as major contributors to

PM10 in many programme
cities. That finding supports
better site management, cov-
ered material transport and
proper debris handling. It
should not be interpreted as
proof that dust dominates ev-
ery pollutant everywhere.
Cities should specify which
particles a measure targets
and verify the result. Other-
wise, highly visible dust-con-
trol activity can be mistaken
for a complete response to
fine-particle and gaseous pol-
lution.

THE UNEQUAL HEALTH AND ECONOMIC BURDEN

Air pollution is frequently
discussed through coughing
and breathing discomfort,
although its health implica-
tions extend further. WHO
identifies cardiovascular dis-
ease, respiratory disease and
cancers among the conse-
quences associated with out-

These consequences
should be considered
when comparing the
cost of prevention with
the cost of delayed
action.

door air pollution. Its global
estimate of 4.2 million pre-
mature deaths from outdoor
air pollution relates to 2019
and should not be mistaken
for an India-specific annual
count. Such distinctions mat-

ter because public under-
standing depends on careful
communication. The evidence
supports treating air quality as
a continuing health priority,
while avoiding exaggerated
claims or attempts to attribute
an individual illness to pollu-
tion without appropriate med-
ical assessment.

The ability to reduce expo-
sure is distributed unevenly. A
salaried employee may be
able to work indoors during
an episode, while a street ven-
dor or construction worker
may lose income by leaving

the workplace. Families also
differ in their access to com-
fortable housing, medical care
and information they can act
on. Environmental policy
should therefore examine who
spends the most time near
pollution sources and who has
the fewest alternatives. Pro-
tective measures for outdoor
workers and sensitive facili-
ties should accompany emis-
sions control, with particular
attention to practical access
rather than advice that as-
sumes everyone can remain
indoors.

WHY DIFFERENT CITIES FACE DIFFERENT POLLUTION CHALLENGES

Delhi NCR illustrates the
difficulty of managing pollu-
tion across administrative
boundaries. The air reaching
a neighbourhood may have
passed over industrial areas,

Map: DataMeet, CC BY 4.0

0

Q Ahmedabad
Mumbai

gﬂ\lgata

:;uone Q Hyderabad
\ Q Q Chennai
Bengaluﬁl ?

500km o
I [y

highways, settlements and ag-
ricultural land outside the
city. The World Bank de-
scribes airsheds as geographic
regions sharing common air
flows and argues that pollu-
tion management must oper-
ate at this wider scale. Its
analysis also explains that
fine particles can form in the
atmosphere from gases emit-

Ky S

ted by different sectors. This
means that identifying visible
smoke within Delhi alone
cannot explain the entire mix-
ture residents breathe, or de-
termine every intervention
required.

Bengaluru offers another
reminder that a city’s reputa-
tion and its pollution sources
need to be assessed separate-

ly. CSTEP’s published re-
search identifies transporta-
tion and road dust as major
contributors to the city’s par-
ticulate pollution. The impli-
cations extend beyond replac-
ing individual vehicles: how
streets are maintained and
how reliably people can use
public transport also matter.
An effective response should
examine the complete jour-
ney from home to destina-
tion, including walking ac-
cess, interchange, waiting
time and affordability. A
transport system that resi-
dents can depend on gives
pollution policy a practical
foundation in everyday urban
life.

LOOKING BEYOND SMOG TO WATER, WASTE AND NOISE

The pollution of urban riv-
ers and lakes reveals another
side of the same governance
challenge. A riverfront can
appear improved while waste-
water continues entering the
water upstream. In a 2021
parliamentary response citing
CPCB estimates, the govern-
ment reported urban sewage
generation of 72,368 million
litres a day against treatment
capacity of 31,841 million li-
tres a day. These are historical
figures, rather than a current
balance sheet, but they illus-

Urban sewage, 2021

million litres a day (CPCB estimates)
ewage generated

72,368

reatment capacity
31,841

trate the scale of the infra-
structure gap identified at that
time. The response also high-
lighted untreated sewage, in-
dustrial effluent and poor
plant operation as pollution
sources.

Solid waste management
should follow a similar logic
of prevention and dependable
operation. Waste separation at
homes and establishments be-
comes meaningful when col-
lection vehicles and process-
ing facilities preserve that
separation. Municipalities
should make it easier to keep
wet waste, recyclable materi-
als and other waste streams
apart, while ensuring workers
have suitable equipment and
safe conditions. Contracts
should reward reliable service
and responsible processing

rather than simply moving
large quantities elsewhere.
Disposal sites also require
sustained management, be-
cause a city has not resolved
its waste problem merely by
placing rubbish beyond its
most visible neighbourhoods.

Noise deserves a place in
this discussion because its ef-
fects are often dismissed as

unavoidable features of urban
life. WHO guidance links ex-
cessive environmental noise
with sleep disturbance, hear-
ing impairment and increased
cardiovascular risks, among
other outcomes. Traffic, con-
struction and amplified sound
should therefore be assessed
as exposure sources requiring
management. Practical re-
sponses include better en-
forcement near sensitive loca-
tions, clearer construction
schedules and street designs
that discourage unnecessary
honking. Residents should
have accessible complaint
channels with defined re-
sponse procedures, so that the
ability to sleep, study and re-
cover from illness does not
depend solely on private
soundproofing.

EXAMINING PROGRESS AND THE LIMITS OF CURRENT POLICY

India’s National Clean Air
Programme provides a frame-
work for city-level action, and
official reporting shows mea-
surable progress on its PM10
indicator. In September 2026,
the environment ministry stat-
ed that 108 of 130 programme
cities had reduced annual
PM10 concentrations in 2025—
26 compared with 2017-18. It
reported that 26 cities had
achieved reductions exceeding
40 per cent, while 14 met the
national ambient standard for
PM10. These findings deserve
recognition, alongside scruti-
ny of how improvements were
achieved and whether reduc-
tions have been sustained
across neighbourhoods and
other pollutants.

Progress against a baseline
and attainment of a standard
answer different questions. A
city starting from a very high

of 130 programme cities reduced
annual PM10,2025-26 v 2017-18

26

cities cut PM10 by more than 40 per
cent

14

cities met the national PM10
standard

concentration can achieve a
substantial percentage reduc-
tion while remaining above
the relevant standard. Equally,
improvement in PM 10 should
not automatically be presented
as equivalent improvement in
PM2.5 or ozone. Weather and
changes in monitoring cover-
age also need consideration
when interpreting trends. Pub-
lic reporting should present
the baseline, latest concentra-
tion, data completeness and
standard together. That ap-
proach allows residents to rec-
ognise progress without losing
sight of the remaining health
and implementation challeng-
es.

Institutional fragmentation
complicates delivery because

the departments controlling
pollution sources often sit
outside the environment de-
partment. Road agencies in-

fluence dust management,
transport agencies shape mo-
bility, utilities determine ener-
gy reliability and water au-
thorities manage sewage net-
works. Each can complete its
own assigned activity while
leaving a gap between ser-
vices. Cities should therefore
give a clearly identified au-
thority responsibility for coor-
dinating the combined pro-
gramme, resolving disputes
and tracking deadlines. Regu-
lar public reviews should fo-
cus on blocked decisions and
incomplete services, helping
prevent coordination meetings
from becoming substitutes for
action on the ground.

BUILDING A PRACTICAL ROUTE TO CLEANER CITIES

The first priority should be a public,
regularly updated account of
pollution sources and the actions
assigned to them. Each major
intervention should identify a

responsible agency, realistic

financing, a completion schedule and

2

The second priority should be
improving basic services in ways that
residents and businesses can sustain.
Frequent buses, maintained footpaths,
reliable waste collection, working
sewage networks and dependable
electricity all deserve attention within

3

The third priority should be fair
and consistent enforcement,
supported by useful public
information. Large polluters
should face credible scrutiny, while
smaller firms and households
should receive clear guidance on

India’s cities should ulti-
mately be judged by the con-
ditions they provide for ordi-
nary life: whether a child can
travel safely to school, a
worker can earn without
avoidable exposure and a
household can rely on clean
surroundings and functioning
sanitation. Achieving those
conditions requires sustained

cles. The necessary work is
often routine, involving ser-
vice schedules, inspections,
maintenance budgets and co-
operation between agencies.
Decoding the pollution prob-
lem reveals where those sys-
tems fall short. Solving it
means making them work
consistently enough that
cleaner air, water and neigh-

ameasurable outcome. pollution policy. feasible improvements. attention between emergen- bourhoods become depend-
cies and across election cy- able features of urban growth.
X X X | X X X l X X X l X X X l X X X
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Gurnoor
Brar Shines
Asindia =
BeatNew g

4

Zealand

Gurnoor Brar claimed four wickets
against New Zealand as India
secured a narrow DLS victory,

taking a 2-0 series lead, with

' captain Shubman Gill praising the &
young pacer's performance.  §

WELLINGTON

India captain Shubman Gill
praised young fast bowler
Gurnoor Brar for his impres-
sive performance in the sec-
ond ODI against New Zea-
land, as the visitors secured a
narrow four-run victory under
the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern
(DLS) method at Henry Farm
Stadium on Saturday.
Gurnoor emerged as India's
standout performer, claiming
four wickets for 30 runs in his
10 overs. Making effective
use of his pace, height and the
bounce on offer, the right-arm

seamer troubled New Zea-
land's batting line-up and
helped India bowl out the
hosts for just 134.

His outstanding spell
earned him the Player of the
Match award and strength-
ened India's position in the
five-match series, with the
visitors taking a 2-0 lead.

Speaking during the post-
match presentation, Gill ac-
knowledged Gurnoor's grow-
ing contribution and said the
young bowler had been per-
forming consistently well.

"Gurnoor, even in the last
match as well, has been bowl-

» Gurnoor Brar returned figures of
4/30in 10 overs.

» India bowled Newfzieg;ji
for 134. o
/ » Gurnoor was named
Player of the Match.
/5 Indiasecured a four-run
> afour-run
DLS yictory.
» Indialead the five-match
ODI series 2-0.
» Gill highlighted the importance
of experience and performing

under pressure for youn
fast bowlers. e

ing really well. Hopefully, as
he plays more games and gets
more experience, he'll be-
come more consistent with
his line and length. He's got
the pace, he's got the
bounce," Gill said.

India are currently manag-

J ing a relatively inex-
perienced pace attack
i in the absence of se-
nior fast bowlers Jas-
prit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Siraj. With
the 2027 ODI World
* Cup in mind, the team
§ management is looking
to develop young op-
tions, including Gurnoor, Au-
qib Nabi and Anshul Kamboj,
alongside Arshdeep Singh.
Gill emphasised that per-
forming under pressure and
gaining international experi-
ence would be crucial for the
young bowlers.

Rajat Patidar To Lead
Madhya Pradesh

INDORE

Rajat Patidar has been ap-
pointed captain of Madhya
Pradesh for the upcoming
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
which begins on November
14. The experienced batter
will lead the side in the do-
mestic T20 competition, al-
though his availability for the
entire league stage remains
uncertain due to his commit-
ments with India A.

Madhya Pradesh have been
placed in Elite Group C. The
team will play its first four
matches in New Chandigarh
before moving to Mohali for
the remaining three fixtures.

Patidar, who has cap-
tained Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (RCB)
to consecutive IPL
titles in 2025 and
2026, is scheduled
to join the India A
squad for the
Men's Rising
Stars Asia Cup
in Doha, Qatar.
The tournament
will take place
from November 19 to
29.

Patidar has also been ap-
pointed vice-captain of India
A, which will be led by Tilak
Varma. His potential depar-
ture during the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy could force Mad-
hya Pradesh head coach
Chandrakant Pandit and the
team management to identify
a stand-in captain.

With Patidar potentially un-

available, batters Akshat Ra-
ghuwanshi, Harsh Gawli and
Aniket Verma will have addi-
tional responsibility. The
squad includes wicketkeepers
Gawli and Apoorv Dwivedi,
while India pacer Avesh Khan
will lead the bowling attack.
The bowling unit also fea-
tures Mangesh
Ya- dav, Kumar
Kartikeya
Singh,
Saransh
Jain and
! Shivang
Kumar.
_ Pac-

er Kuldeep Sen has missed
selection due to an unspeci-
fied injury. Madhav Tiwari,
despite featuring in the IPL
2026 and Madhya Pradesh
League, has also been left out.
Madhya Pradesh will begin
their campaign against Kerala
on November 14, followed by
Assam, Tripura and Andhra.
Their remaining opponents
are Maharashtra, Himachal
Pradesh and Puducherry.
India A Assignment: Patidar
will serve as vice-captain un-
der Tilak Varma at the Rising
Stars Asia Cup in Doha from
November 19 to 29.

Rajat Patidar will
captain Madhya
Pradesh in the
Syed Mushtaq Ali
,, Trophy, although
his India A
commitments
could affect
availability.

. PATIDAR’S

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
B NI e = W = —

4 November 14
9 November 16
2 November 18
Y November 20
Y November 22
November 24
November 26

Maharashtra Open State Badminton to
kick off at Bombay Gym from Nov 12

MUMBAI

Bombay Gymkhana will host the
Maharashtra Open State Bad-
minton Tournament 2026 from
November 12 to 15, bringing
together emerging and estab-
lished badminton players from
across the state for four days of
competitive action. With over
350 entries received, the tourna-
ment will feature 12 events
across junior and open catego-
ries, highlighting the depth of
badminton talent in Maharashtra.
The junior competitions will in-
clude Boys' and Girls' Singles
and Doubles in the Under-17 and
Under-19 categories, while the

open events will comprise Men's
Singles, Women's Singles, Men's
Doubles and Mixed Doubles.
The tournament is hosted by
Bombay Gymkhana under the
auspices of the Greater Mumbai
Badminton Association
(GMBA) and the Maharashtra
Badminton Association (MBA).

Speaking ahead of the tourna-
ment, Shailesh Daga, honorary
secretary, Bombay Gymkhana,
said, "We are pleased to host the
Mabharashtra Open State Bad-
minton Tournament at Bombay
Gymkhana. The participation
across junior and open catego-
ries shows the enthusiasm for
badminton.

Hardik Pandya Misses
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy

BARODA

India all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya has been left out of Baro-
da's squad for the upcoming
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
extending his absence from
competitive cricket amid con-
tinuing injury concerns. The
domestic T20 tournament is
scheduled to begin on No-
vember 14.

Hardik's brother Krunal
Pandya will captain the
15-member Baroda squad,
which includes several prom-
inent players such as wicket-

keeper-batter Jitesh Shar- /a8

ma, Deepak Hooda and |
fast bowler Rasikh Salam.

Hardik has been away
from action since suf-

fering back spasms =
during the Indi-
an Premier

League
(IPL) 2026
season.

He last 4
fea-
tured in
an IPL
match on May 24
and has subse-

quently spent/
considerable /
time at the BCCI |
Centre of Excel-
lence (CoE) in
Bengaluru as
part of his recov-

e

ery programme.

His last appearance for In-
dia came during the home
T20I series against New Zea-
land, ahead of the IPL 2026
season.

The all-rounder was recent-
ly selected for India A's one-
day series against Australia A
in October but had to with-
draw after sustaining a fresh
shin injury, further delaying
his return to competitive
cricket.

India captain Shubman Gill

had earlier indicated that
. Hardik would need to
™% play domestic cricket

national side. Speak-
y ing ahead of India's
ongoing ODI series
against New Zea-
o land, Gill ex-
pressed confi-
dence in the
all-rounder's
abilities and
highlighted his
importance to
India's plans
/ for the 2027
ODI World Cup.
Hardik's absence
remains significant
for India, particular-
ly with the team
looking to strength-
&Y en its middle-order
batting and all-round
bowling options.

Kerala

Assam

Tripura
Andhra
Maharashtra

Himachal Pradesh |

Puducherry
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Shami last represented India  nouncement, Shukla said he and

& Shami’s Test Career

X Away wickets

(in 41 Tests) \ 14§

m\ Home wickets = 76

Bengal senior men's head coach
Laxmi Ratan Shukla has paid

in the 2023 World Test Champi-
onship final against Australia.
Despite continu-

several others had hoped Shami
would return to the Indian Test
team and retire while represent-

an emotional tribute to Moham- PP ing to play  ing the country.
med Shami following the fast awga‘j"”e“l’,a"'es’you e domestic "We all wanted you to have a
, . ack in the Test : :

bowler's retirement from Test LRyl cricket for  comeback in the Test team and
cricket, expressing disappoint- | e 8 Bengal in  retire from there. But God did
6 ment that the veteran pacer CIFLITIITPwprawamy the Ranji  not accept it. Despite that, you
¥l could not make a comeback to gﬁ"g’;’:’g%mﬁgthard Trophy, are the best," Shukla said in a

the Indian team before ending Ly Syed Mush-  video shared on Instagram.
his red-ball career. International matches and taq Ali Tro- The former India all-rounder

; . . taking many wickets jn . - - S

Shami announced his retire- (LA P phy and Vi-  also praised Shami's dedication
ment from the longest format, PP you have done for jay Hazare towards domestic cricket, particu-

0 . 2023 World Test
[ESRd Championship final
) against Australia.
4 India’s sixth-highest
!7 CEL Y wicket-taker among
fast bowlers in Tests.

bringing the curtain down on
an impressive Test career
spanning 64 matches. He fin-
ished with 229 wickets, in-
cluding six five-wicket hauls,
becoming India's sixth-high-
est wicket-taker among fast
bowlers in Test cricket.

Trophy over
the last two
years, he did
not return to
the national
Test side.

Reacting to
the an-

larly his willingness to continue
working hard despite having estab-
lished himself internationally.

Shukla recalled Shami's early
days with Bengal, remembering
how the pacer progressed direct-
ly from the state's Under-23 set-
up to the Ranji Trophy.

Bengal is amazing,
Mohammed Shami js and
will always be a great
Inspiration.

A B) Laxmi Ratan Shukla

Bengal senior men’s
head coach

Media Cup: Player

Auction Process Kicks Off

BENGALURU

The player auction for the
"Media Cup" cricket tourna-
ment, organized by the Five
Stars organization for journal-
ists and media professionals,
was held at a private club in
the city.

Actor Vasishta Simha un-
veiled the Media Trophy for
this cricket festival, presented
by AVR Cinemax. The event
featured the selection of eight
competing teams alongside
the official launch of their
team jerseys.

The tournament will feature
eight participating teams:
Nishchitha Challengers, Ran-
ga Eleven, Team Parvam,
Basavanagudi Sai Cricketers,
CR Challengers, Dev Battlers,
Guru Sujay Cricketers, and
Marine Fighters. Organizers
announced that the tourna-
ment will take place in the

first week of December, with
participation not only from
media representatives but also
select film industry actors.

Following the inauguration,
an auction for over 200 expe-
rienced and skilled players
took place. In a fierce bidding
war modeled after the IPL,
CR Challengers (led by
Chetan C.R.) successfully se-
cured star player Simon with
the highest bid, while other
teams aggressively acquired
top talent.

The event was attended by
actor Vasishta Simha, sponsor
Manjunath N. (owner of Sri
Rayara Brindavana), Sanjay
(owner of Task Enterprises),
senior journalist Ramakanth,
Press Club General Secretary
Shivakumar Bellithatte, orga-
nizers Krishna Nayaka, Ra-
chan, Jayaprakash, Syed, and
Ravi Kumar, alongside vari-
ous team owners.

ABU DHABI

Rory Mcllroy bounced back
in style with a superb sev-
en-under 63 to move within
one shot of the leaders at the
halfway stage of the Abu
Dhabi Aldar Championship,
putting himself firmly in con-
tention for another title and
strengthening his bid for an
eighth Race to Dubai crown.

Mcllroy, who had struggled
with his putting in recent
weeks, produced a round fea-
turing 11 birdies, his highest
birdie tally in a DP World
Tour round. He shares fourth
place at 11-under with Adrian
Meronk, Sam Bairstow and
Matt Jordan, just one shot be-
hind the leading trio of Ryder
Cup team-mates Tyrrell Hat-

Mcllroy fires
| 63 to move
~within one shot

ton and Jon Rahm and Italy's
Francesco Laporta. Hatton
and Rahm, both chasing a
sixth Rolex Series title, card-
ed rounds of 65 and 67 re-
spectively to join Laporta at
12-under par at Yas Links.
Laporta, who opened with a
brilliant 62 to lead after the
first round, returned a two-un-
der 70 to surrender some of
his advantage. Despite a dou-
ble bogey on the 14th, the
Italian recovered with birdies
on the 15th and 18th to re-
main in a share of the lead.
Mcllroy's round had an un-
comfortable beginning as he
found an unplayable lie and
dropped a shot on the first
hole. However, he quickly re-
covered with birdies on the
second, fourth and seventh

before producing a remark-
able stretch of five consecu-
tive birdies from the ninth.

Although he dropped a shot
after that run, the Northern
Irishman finished strongly,
picking up three more birdies
over his final four holes to
post 63.

With Race to Dubai leader
Eugenio Chacarra sitting at
three-under par, Mcllroy has
an opportunity to make signif-
icant gains in the season-long
standings. Reflecting on his
round, Mcllroy said he had
been confident of working his
way back into contention after
the opening day.

"Yesterday was yesterday,
and today's a new day. I had
to take an unplayable at the
first and made a bogey.
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