
CAIRO 

Israel carried out a targeted 
strike on a rocket launch site 
near Gaza City on Thursday 
after detecting a failed launch, 
raising questions over the sta-
bility of the Gaza ceasefire. 
The Israeli military said the 
projectile did not enter Israeli 
territory, and the launch site 
was hit soon after the attempt.
The Israeli army accused 
Hamas of violating the cease-
fire twice in the past 24 hours. 
Palestinian health authorities 

reported that two people—a 
woman and a boy—were in-
jured in separate shooting in-
cidents by Israeli forces in 
southern and northern Gaza, 
though Israel did not com-
ment immediately. The next 
phase of the U.S.-backed 
ceasefire remains stalled as 
Israel demands the handover 
of the final remains of an Is-
raeli hostage still held by 
Hamas. Israel has also refused 
to open the Rafah crossing to 
Egypt until the remains are 
returned. Officials say Israel 

will not advance the ceasefire 
until these conditions are met. 
Hamas and Israel continue to 
accuse each other of serious 
breaches. 
A Hamas official said Israel 
has violated the truce over 
1,100 times since October, 
including air strikes, home 
demolitions, and arrests. 
Hamas has refused to disarm 
and maintains control over 
parts of Gaza, while Israel has 
warned it will resume military 
action if peaceful disarma-
ment is not achieved.

Since the truce, over 400 Pal-
estinians, mostly civilians, 
have been killed, along with 
three Israeli soldiers. The 
conflict traces back to the Oc-
tober 7, 2023, Hamas assault 
on Israel, which killed around 
1,200 people and led to 251 
abductions. Gaza’s health 
ministry reports that more 
than 71,000 Palestinians have 
died in Israeli operations 
since then, underlining the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis 
and the fragile nature of the 
ceasefire.

Israel Targets Gaza Rocket Site amid Ceasefire Uncertainty
CEASEFIRE UNDER STRAIN
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The Truth Speaks

ED Raid Triggers Political 
Storm in West Bengal

While Mamata Banerjee claimed that the raid was politically motivated and 
engineered by the BJP, the ED has denied the allegations

KOLKATA
 

The Enforcement Directorate 
has moved the Calcutta High 
Court after alleging interfer-
ence during its raid on the 
I-PAC office in Kolkata, trig-
gering a major political con-
troversy in West Bengal. The 
agency said the searches were 
linked to an illegal coal smug-
gling and money laundering 
case. According to the ED, 
raids were conducted at ten 
locations, including six in 
West Bengal and four in Delhi. 
The agency claimed that 
during the operation, there was 
obstruction to the investiga-
tion. The matter is scheduled 
to be heard by Justice Suvra 
Ghosh on Friday.

The controversy escalated 
after West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee reached 
the residence of I-PAC chief 
and Trinamool Congress IT cell 

head Pratik Jain, whose house 
was also being searched. The 
ED alleged that the Chief Min-
ister entered the premises and 
removed key evidence, includ-
ing physical documents and 
electronic devices, during the 
search operation.

Mamata Banerjee strongly 
denied the allegations and ac-

cused the ED of acting with 
political motives. She said the 
agency was trying to seize 
TMC’s internal documents, 
hard disks, and sensitive or-
ganisational data. Calling the 
raid an act of intimidation, she 
accused Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah of misusing central 
agencies and termed him the 

“nastiest home minister.”
However, the ED rejected 

these claims and clarified that 
no political party office was 
searched. It said the operation 
had no connection with elec-
tions and was part of a routine 
investigation into cash genera-
tion and hawala transfers linked 
to the coal smuggling case.

In a statement, the ED said 
the search was conducted 
strictly according to law. It al-
leged that certain individuals, 
including constitutional au-
thorities, illegally entered two 
premises and forcibly took 
away documents, thereby 
hampering the probe.

The incident has drawn 
sharp reactions from political 
leaders and intensified the on-
going confrontation between 
the central agency and the 
state government, adding an-
other layer of tension to Ben-
gal’s political landscape.

JD(S) may soon 
merge with BJP, 

says DK Shivakumar
 BENGALURU

 
Deputy Chief Minister and 
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) 
president D.K. Shivakumar 
on Thursday hinted at a 
possible merger of the Ja-
nata Dal (Secular) with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), signaling potential 
political shifts in the state.

Shivakumar made the re-
marks while welcoming 
JD(S)  workers  f rom 
Chamarajpet, including 
leader Govindaraj and his 
wife Gowramma, into the 
Congress at the KPCC of-
fice in Bengaluru. “Looking 
at Union Minister and JD(S) 
leader H.D. Kumaras-
wamy’s approach, there is a 
chance that JD(S) will 
merge with BJP soon. If it 
happens, it will benefit us 
too. We can directly contest 
with the BJP without the 
confusion of three parties in 
the game,” he said. The 
JD(S) and BJP had part-
nered in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, and JD(S) 
remains part of the NDA 
government at the Centre. 
Shivakumar’s statement 
suggests that the upcoming 
political contests in Karna-
taka could see a clearer 

two-party fight, reducing 
alliances’ complexity.

Responding to Kumaras-
wamy’s objections over 
Shivakumar’s meeting with 
police officials in Ballari 
after a Congress worker’s 
death on January 1, the 
KPCC president asserted 
his experience in gover-
nance. “I have worked as a 
minister for a long time. I 
know how to manage ad-
ministration and whom to 
meet or not,” he said.

Shivakumar and Ku-
maraswamy have had sev-
eral public disagreements 
on political and administra-
tive matters. The latest de-
velopments underline the 
continuing tension between 
Congress and JD(S) leaders 
in Karnataka and highlight 
the evolving alliances that 
could shape the state’s po-
litical landscape in the 
months ahead.

Hubballi incident: R Ashoka 
Slams Police, Seeks Judicial Probe

BENGALURU
 

Opposition leader R. Ashoka 
strongly condemned the Hub-
balli incident in which a wom-
an was allegedly stripped by 
police, saying it has brought 
shame to the entire state. He 
demanded that the case be 
handed over to a judicial inqui-
ry and that all police officers 
involved be immediately sus-
pended. Speaking at a press 
conference, Ashoka said there 
is no safety guarantee for wom-
en under Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah’s government. He re-
called earlier incidents, includ-
ing the stripping of a Dalit 
woman in Belagavi and the 
rape of a girl in Mysuru, and 
said the Hubballi case shows a 
complete failure of law and or-
der. Comparing the incident to 
the Mahabharata, he said the 

police acted like Dushyasana, 
while the Chief Minister re-
mained silent and blind to in-
justice. Ashoka criticised the 
Chief Minister for stating that 
the woman removed her 
clothes herself even before the 
investigation report was ready. 
He said such statements influ-
ence police reports and suggest 
an attempt to cover up the case. 
He questioned how a woman 
could remove her clothes when 
surrounded by many police of-

ficers inside a vehicle.
He alleged that police acted 

under pressure from a local 
Congress corporator, while 
showing little urgency in arrest-
ing serious criminals. Ashoka 
claimed that over 43,000 cases 
of atrocities against women 
have been registered during the 
Congress rule, calling it alarm-
ing. Demanding action by 10 
a.m. on January 9, he warned 
of a protest in Hubballi if the 
police are not suspended.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
and KPCC president 

D.K. Shivakumar hinted 
at a possible merger of  

JD(S) with the BJP, 
suggesting it could 
pave the way for a 
clearer two-party 

contest in Karnataka.

R. Ashoka launched a scathing attack on the K’taka govt following  
the alleged stripping of a woman by police in Hubballi

PM Urges Indian AI 
Startups Lead Globally
NEW DELHI

 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday urged Indi-
an artificial intelligence start-
ups to aim for global leader-
ship, saying the world’s grow-
ing trust in India is the coun-
try’s biggest strength. He 
stressed that Indian AI models 
must be ethical, unbiased, 
transparent, and firmly rooted 
in data privacy principles.

Chairing a roundtable with 
Indian AI startups ahead of 
the India AI Impact Summit 
2026, the Prime Minister said 
India has the ability to pro-
mote affordable, inclusive, 
and frugal AI solutions across 
the world. He called on start-
ups to develop AI models that 
are distinctly Indian, support 
local content, and strengthen 
regional languages.

Modi described startups 
and AI entrepreneurs as co-ar-
chitects of India’s future and 
said the nation has both inno-

vative talent and the capacity 
for large-scale implementa-
tion. He noted that India 
should present a unique AI 
identity to the world that re-
flects the vision of “Made in 
India, Made for the World.”

Twelve Indian AI startups 
that qualified for the ‘AI for 
All: Global Impact Challenge’ 
participated in the meeting 
and shared their work. The 
Prime Minister highlighted 
the role of artificial intelli-
gence in transforming society 
and said India’s upcoming AI 
Impact Summit would place 
the country at the centre of 
global technology discus-
sions.

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day deferred the final hearing 
on a group of petitions chal-
lenging the Election Commis-
sion of India’s decision to con-
duct a Special Intensive Revi-
sion of electoral rolls in sever-
al states, including Bihar. The 
court said the hearing will now 
continue on January 13.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Surya Kant had earlier 
fixed the matter for hearing 

during the day. However, the 
bench said it would resume the 
proceedings on Tuesday. Se-
nior advocate Rakesh Dwive-
di, appearing for the Election 
Commission, is expected 
to continue his argu-
ments on behalf of the 
poll panel.

The petitions 
question the legal-
ity of the Special 
Intensive Revi-
sion, commonly 
known as SIR. 

The challengers have raised 
concerns about the scope of 
the Election Commission’s 
powers, the process of verify-
ing citizenship, and the im-

pact of the exercise on the 
right to vote. They have 

argued that the revi-
sion could lead to 

wrongful deletion 
of genuine voters 
from the rolls.

Earlier, on Jan-
uary 6, the Elec-
tion Commission 

told the court that it has both 
the power and responsibility to 
carry out such a revision. It 
said the Constitution places a 
duty on the Commission to en-
sure that no foreign nationals 
are included in the voter lists. 
According to the Commission, 
the SIR exercise is meant to 
maintain clean and accurate 
electoral rolls.

The issue has drawn wide 
attention as the revision is be-
ing carried out in multiple 
states. 

SC Defers Hearing on Electoral Rolls

QUICK READ
Donald Trump Clears 

up to 500% Tariff Bill
RSS-BJP activists sentenced 
to life in murder case

NEW DELHI
India faced renewed energy 
and diplomatic pressure on 

Thursday after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump cleared 
a Bill proposing tariffs of up 
to 500% on countries buy-

ing Russian oil and an-
nounced the U.S. with-

drawal from the India-led 
International Solar Alliance 

(ISA). The moves come 
ahead of U.S. Ambassa-

dor-designate Sergio Gor’s 
arrival in New Delhi on Jan-
uary 12, with Gor calling an 

end to India’s Russian oil 
imports a “top priority.” The 
sanctions Bill targets major 
buyers, including India, Chi-
na and Brazil, while the ISA 

exit marks a setback to 
global solar cooperation.

KANNUR
A Thalassery court on Thurs-
day sentenced seven RSS-
BJP activists to life imprison-
ment for the 2008 murder of 
CPI (M) local leader Lath-
eesh. The brutal attack took 
place on December 31, 
2008, at Thalayi near Thal-
assery, leaving Latheesh 
dead and his friend injured. 
Additional District and Ses-
sions Court Judge Vimal J 
found Sumith alias Kuttan, 
K.K. Prajesh Babu, B. Nidhin, 
K. Sanal, Smijosh, Sajeesh, 
and V. Jayesh guilty. The 
court acquitted four others—
Santhosh Kumar, B. Sarath, 
E.K. Saneesh, and Kunnum-
prath Ajesh—while an eighth 
accused, K. Ajith, died during 
the trial.

Karnataka to 
Challenge 

MGNREGA 
Repeal Legally
BENGALURU

 
Karnataka’s Cabinet on 
Thursday decided to legally 
challenge the repeal of the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA), argu-
ing that the new VB-G 
RAM G Act 2025 infringes 
on citizens’ right to work 
and undermines local gov-
ernance. Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
H.K. Patil said the repeal 
violates the constitutional 
rights of panchayats and the 
federal structure. “As the 
decision infringed on the 
right to work, we will take 
it up in the people’s court. 

A legal battle against the 
repeal will be launched,” he 
said at a press conference. 
The Cabinet resolution stat-
ed that the new law “tram-
ples upon the legitimate 
rights of panchayats as 
vested by the Constitution” 
and goes against the spirit 
o f  the  73rd  and  74th 
amendments. 

12th-Century  
Hoysala Multi- 

Lingual Inscription 
Discovered

PANDAVAPURA

A rare 12th-century multi-lin-
gual inscription from the 
Hoysala period has been dis-
covered at the Mahalakshmi 
temple in K. Bettahalli vil-
lage, Pandavapura taluk, 
Mandya district. Carved on 
white granite measuring two 
by two-and-a-half feet, the 
nine-line inscription is in 
Kannada, Tamil, and San-
skrit. Archaeologists said it 
records a land donation by 
military commander Kari-
kundi Tillai Koottandi to sup-
port Krishna temple festivals 
during King Narasimha I’s 
reign. The temple also houses 
a broken soapstone kalasha 
and hero stones depicting 
warfare and cattle raids. 
Experts note the find high-
lights historical ties be-
tween Kannada and Tamil 
cultures and confirms the 
temple’s Hoysala origin.
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Bus Accidents Across Karnataka Injure Many, Student Critical
KALABURAGI

 
Several bus accidents were 
reported from different parts 
of Karnataka on January 8, 
leaving more than 22 people 
injured. Among them, the 
condition of one student is 
said to be critical. The acci-
dents occurred in Uttara Kan-
nada, Kalaburagi, and Haveri 
districts, causing serious con-
cern about road safety.

In Uttara Kannada district, 
a KSRTC bus met with an 

accident near Morarji Hostel 
at Banasageri village in Hali-
yal taluk. The accident hap-
pened when the bus driver 
tried to overtake another ve-
hicle. As a car suddenly came 
from the opposite direction, 
the driver attempted to avoid 
a collision but lost control. 
The bus hit a roadside tree, 
injuring more than 20 pas-
sengers. 

The injured include the bus 
driver, the conductor, eight 
girl students, two school chil-

dren, and two women. All the 
injured were rushed to the 
Haliyal taluk hospital, where 

they are receiving treatment.
In a separate incident in 

Kalaburagi, a student riding a 

bicycle was hit by a KKRTC 
bus on the Vijayapura Road 
near Jewargi town. The stu-
dent, identified as 15-year-
old Irfan Davalasab, studying 
in Class 9 at Abdul Kalam 
Azad School, suffered severe 
injuries. His right hand was 
badly damaged in the acci-
dent. A case has been regis-
tered at the Jewargi police 
station. Another serious acci-
dent took place at the Haveri 
city bus stand. A student 
named Rohit Kesaralli from 

Konnatambigi village was hit 
by a bus while going to col-
lege to write an examination. 
He suffered serious injuries 
to his head and back. Rohit, a 
student of a government 
pre-university college, is cur-
rently undergoing treatment 
at the Haveri district hospital.

These incidents have once 
again raised questions about 
traffic safety and careful 
driving, especially near 
schools and crowded public 
areas.

KARNATAKA BUS ACCIDENTS 

QUICK READ
Bike Crash 

Kills One, Injures 
Another

Lokayukta Raids 
Balganuru Panchayat, 

Health Center

Halapura Office Staff 
Absence Sparks 

Public Anger

JEVARGI, 
KALABURAGI

A tragic accident occurred 
near Sonn Cross on the 

national highway when a 
bike collided with a sta-
tionary lorry. Basavaraj 

Huggar, a revenue depart-
ment employee from Nel-

ogi village, died on the 
way to the hospital. The 

pillion rider, Zakir, sus-
tained serious injuries and 
is receiving treatment at 

Jevargi Taluk Hospital. 
The lorry was parked 

without proper lighting or 
reflectors, contributing to 
the accident. Basavaraj 
was returning home on 
his bike after finishing 

work at the Jevargi tehsil 
office.

MASKI
Lokayukta officials con-
ducted a surprise raid at 

Balganuru Town Panchayat 
and the Government Pri-
mary Health Center, in-

specting important records 
from 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
The team, led by Karunesh 

Gowda and Srikant, 
checked public health ser-

vices, staff details, and 
availability of medicines at 

the health center. Following 
complaints from the public, 
the officials also examined 

property records, tax collec-
tions, and daily activities of 
Panchayat employees.Offi-
cials questioned staff about 
e-account services, muta-
tion processes, and water 
supply applications, high-
lighting delays in assigning 
reference numbers to re-

quests. Information on 
streetlight maintenance 

and revenue collection was 
also reviewed. Lokayukta 

officers warned that inade-
quate or misleading infor-
mation could lead to strict 
action. Some staff strug-
gled to provide clear an-

swers during the inspection. 
Other officers, including Ajit 

and Satish, were present 
during the raid.

MASKI
Residents visiting Halapu-
ra Taluk Office expressed 

strong anger as most 
staff were absent, leaving 
public service disrupted. 
Despite several assigned 
officials, including five vil-
lage accountants, a reve-
nue inspector, a deputy 

tahsildar, and a case 
worker, only one comput-
er operator was present 

by 11:30 a.m., according to 
locals.People from over 
30 surrounding villages, 

including women and dif-
ferently-abled individuals, 
waited for hours to meet 

officials but left disap-
pointed. When contacted, 

the Maski Tahsildar re-
portedly said officials 

“come occasionally, you 
must wait,” further upset-

ting residents. The ab-
sence of staff in the of-
fice, while many were 

seen at Maski APMC, has 
raised serious concerns 

about public service effi-
ciency. Locals demanded 
the office function prop-
erly or be closed until im-

provements are made.

Kalaburagi Faces Water Supply 
Disruption Until January 10

Kalaburagi residents will experience water supply interruptions until January 
10 due to contamination at pumping stations

KALABURAGI
 

Water supply in Kalaburagi 
city will face temporary dis-
ruptions until January 10. The 
disruption comes after water 
from the main pumping sta-
tion was found to be contam-
inated, forcing the authorities 
to halt operations at the 
Sadargi Jackwell  Pump 
House. The city’s UIDFC En-
gineer, M. Engineer, informed 
the public about the issue and 
urged cooperation during the 
period.

The affected areas include 
Biddapur, Rayargudi, Vishal 
Nagar, Ambika Nagar, Pimpli 
Temple, P&T Colony, Vidy-
anagar, Yashwant Nagar, Ga-
nesh Nagar, Bhagyavanti 
Nagar, Deva Nagar, Tilak 
Nagar, Banashankari Nagar, 

Harinagar, Gabre Layout, Jem 
Shetty Nagar, Krishna Nagar, 
Tarfile, Udayanagar, NGO 
Colony, Jewargi Colony, 
Maka Layout, Santosh Colo-
ny, PWD Colony, Bank Colo-
ny, Balaji Nagar, Rehmat 
Nagar, Sampige Nagar, Bud-
dha Nagar, Revansiddeshwar 
Colony, Sai Nagar, Oza Lay-
out, Swami Vivekananda 
Nagar, Pragati Colony, CIB 

Colony, Shakti Nagar, Station 
Bazaar, Ivan-e-Shahi, Shanti 
Nagar, Vitthal Nagar, Khuba 
Plot, Mista Nagar, Ajmer Col-
ony, Karim Nagar, Ghalif 
Colony, Mohammad Chowk, 
Khadil Chowk, Shivnagar, 
Shidra Meshwar Colony, Nabi 
Colony, Shekh Roza, Kailas 
Nagar, GR Nagar, Kasturi 
Nagar, Pooja Colony, Jagruti 
Colony, Om Nagar, Jamjam 

Colony, Zubair Colony, Aza-
dpur Colony, Naidu Colony, 
and Mini Ammalwadi.

Authorities have requested 
residents to store adequate 
water for essential use and 
avoid wastage. 

The Public Works Depart-
ment and local water authori-
ties are working to ensure 
water purification and resume 
normal supply as soon as pos-
sible. Regular updates will be 
provided through official 
channels.

Residents are urged to co-
operate and follow the in-
structions to minimize incon-
venience during this period. 
Authorities assured that water 
supply will return to normal 
once purification processes 
are complete and safety stan-
dards are met.

Police Seize Drugs, 
Two-Wheeler 

Valued `20,000
BIDAR

 
Gandhiganj Police in Beed 
conducted a successful raid 
and seized narcotic substanc-
es valued at over ₹20,000, 
along with a two-wheeler 
worth ₹20,000. A case has 
been registered under the 
NDPS Act.

Police received reliable in-
formation that a man was sell-
ing narcotic liquids illegally 
to the public near the Laderi 
Oni Road cross. Acting on 
this tip-off, PI Anand Rao and 
his team carried out a raid in 
the area.

During the inspection, offi-
cers found bottles of syrup 
and packets containing nar-
cotic liquid substances hidden 
inside a cotton box and plastic 
covers on the suspect’s motor-
cycle. 

The total estimated value of 
the seized narcot ics  is 
₹20,882, while the two-wheel-
er used to transport them is 
worth ₹20,000. Authorities 
said the raid is part of ongoing 
efforts to curb illegal drug cir-

culation in the city and protect 
public safety. Gandhiganj Po-
lice have assured that the in-
vestigation will continue to 
identify others involved and 
prevent further distribution of 
banned substances.

Police officials also urged 
residents to cooperate and re-
port any suspicious activity 
related to narcotics. The de-
partment stressed that timely 
action against such illegal 
trade is essential to maintain 
law and order and safeguard 
the community.

This seizure marks another 
step by Beed Police to 
strengthen vigilance against 
drug-related crimes in the city 
and ensure the enforcement of 
NDPS laws.

Gandhiganj Police in 
Beed seized narcotic 

liquids worth over 
`20,000 and a 

motorcycle worth 
`20,000, registering a 

case under the NDPS Act 
for illegal drug sale.

Raichur district kicks off two-day state government employees sports 
and cultural competitions starting January 8, 2026

Raichur District Hosts State 
Government Employees Sports Meet
RAICHUR

 
As part of the Ededore Nadu 
Raichur Utsav, the district 
administration, district pan-
chayat, Youth Empowerment 
and Sports Department, and 
Karnataka State Government 
Employees Association joint-
ly inaugurated the dis-
trict-level state government 
employees sports meet and 
cultural competitions at the 
Raichur District Stadium on 
January 8. The two-day 
event will continue until Jan-
uary 9. The inauguration was 
conducted by Additional 
Depu ty  Commiss ione r 
Shivanand.

The sports meet features a 
variety of team games for 
men, including football, vol-
leyball, kabaddi, cricket, and 

basketball. Individual com-
petitions include chess, run-
ning, swimming, and shot 
put. For women, team games 
include kabaddi and ball 
badminton, while individual 
sports include chess, run-
ning, swimming, and shot 
put.

According to Assistant Di-
rector of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports Viresh Nay-
ak, a total of 1,266 govern-
ment employees from vari-
ous departments have regis-
tered to participate in the 
event. 

Before the opening, ath-
letes were briefed on compe-
tition rules and were asked to 
accept the referees’ decisions 
in a sportsmanlike manner. 
During the inauguration, fe-
male athletes also lit the 

sports torch. The ceremony 
was attended by several dig-
nitaries, including Karnata-
ka State Government Em-
ployees Association District 
President Krishna Shavant-
gera, State Secretary Dr. 
Shankargowda S. Patil, 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Raichur Municipal Corpora-
tion Santosharani, and dis-
trict leaders such as Hajiba-
bu, Dodda Ningappa, Bhi-
maraj Havaldar, Hanuman-
tharay, Arif Mia, Suresh 
Kurdi, Pampapati Huggar, 
and Bhimesh Nayak.

Following the inaugura-
tion, various competitions 
began, marking the start of 
the district’s vibrant two-day 
celebration of sports and  
culture among government 
employees.

CPI Protests Against 
US Imperialist Policies, 

Venezuela Arrests
BIDAR

 
The Communist Party of 
India (CPI) organized a pro-
test on Friday condemning 
the imperialist policies of 
the United States and de-
manding the immediate re-
lease of Venezuela’s presi-
dent and his wife. The 
demonstration was held in 
front of the Tahsildar office 
in the city, where party 
members raised slogans 
against the US and called 
for international justice.

During the protest, CPI 
activists submitted a mem-
orandum to the Prime Min-
ister through the Tahsildar. 
The letter stated that on 
January 3, the United States 
conducted an air raid in 
Venezuela with the inten-
tion of exploiting the coun-
try’s natural resources and 
arrested President Nicolas 
Maduro and his wife, ac-
tions that violate interna-
tional law. The memoran-
dum strongly condemned 
the US policy of overthrow-
ing elected governments in 
various countries and in-
stalling pro-American re-
gimes. CPI demanded that 

the detained leaders be re-
leased immediately and 
called on the Indian govern-
ment to intervene and take 
appropriate steps against 
US imperialist actions.

The protest was attended 
by CPI district executive 
committee members, in-
cluding Baburao Honna, 
district secretary Nazir 
Ahmed, joint secretary Sha-
fayat Ali, treasurer Jaishail-
kumar, Prabhu Huchkanalli, 
Sheila Sagar, Mohidamiya, 
Muhammad Khamar Patel, 
Veerashetti Vatambe, Khad-
eeramiya, and several other 
officials. Party members 
emphasized the importance 
of international solidarity 
and protecting the sover-
eignty of nations against 
foreign interference.

The CPI leaders urged 
citizens to remain aware of 
imperialist actions world-
wide and continue to pro-
test against unjust interven-
tions that threaten democra-
cy and national indepen-
dence. The party vowed to 
continue its campaign until 
the Venezuelan president is 
safely released and US pol-
icies are held accountable.

Gurugum 
Farmers Struggle 

as Corn Crop 
Infested

HATTI GOLD MINE
 

Farmers in Gurugum are fac-
ing serious pest attacks on 
corn crops, causing panic 
among the local agricultural 
community. The infestation 
has affected corn planted 
across both irrigated and dry 
land, leaving many worried 
about their harvest.

In villages such as Yalagat-
ta, Machanuru, Kotha, Med-
hinapur, Gejjal Gatta, Anvari, 
Nilogal, Veerapur, Kaddoni, 
Gouduru, Paidoddi, Yaramti, 
and Bandebhavi, farmers have 
planted corn over 267 hect-
ares in irrigated areas and 500 
hectares in dry land. 

Local farmers rely on agri-
culture to improve their in-
come, but the pest attack has 
put their crops at risk. Ac-
cording to farmers, it is very 
difficult to control the insects 
in the corn whorls. Leaves are 
turning brown and drying, re-
ducing the chances of a good 
harvest. Even if sowing was 
done on time, the pest damage 
may result in very low yield 
this season.

Minister Reviews Preparations for CM Siddaramaiah’s Vijayapura Visit
VIJAYAPURA

 
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah is scheduled to vis-
it Vijayapura on January 9, 
where he will unveil the stat-
ue of Veer Rani Kittur Chen-
namma and inaugurate sever-
al development works across 
the district. He will also lay 
foundation stones for new 
projects aimed at improving 
infrastructure and public fa-
cilities.

Ahead of the Chief Minis-
ter’s visit, Large and Medium 
Industries and Infrastructure 
Development Minister, who is 
also the District In-charge 
Minister, Dr. M.B. Patil, in-
spected the arrangements on 
Thursday. He visited the ven-
ue near the newly constructed 

cycling velodrome and re-
viewed the preparations for 
the inauguration and public 
programme.

Dr. Patil instructed officials 
to ensure that the event is 
conducted in a well-organized 
and smooth manner. He close-
ly examined stage arrange-

ments, seating facilities, 
drinking water supply, and 
security measures. He also 
gathered detailed information 
from officials about the steps 
taken to manage the crowd 
and ensure the safety of the 
public and dignitaries.

Officials briefed the Minis-

ter about the inauguration of 
various district-level develop-
ment projects, foundation 
stone-laying ceremonies, and 
the facilities available at the 
cycling velodrome built near 
Bhutanal. They explained the 
safety features, technical as-
pects, and sports infrastruc-
ture created for athletes.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Patil said that cyclists 
from Vijayapura, Jamkhandi, 
and Bagalkot districts have 
brought pride to the region by 
winning gold, silver, and 
bronze medals at national and 
international competitions. He 
added that the new velodrome 
will provide better training 
facilities and encourage 
young athletes to achieve 
greater success.



On January 6, 
2 0 2 6 ,  C h i e f 
Minister Sidda-
ramaiah became 
the longest-serv-

ing Chief Minister in Karna-
taka’s history, surpassing the 
tenure of the late D. Devaraj 
Urs — a leader widely hailed 
for championing backward 
classes and social justice. 
Siddaramaiah’s political jour-
ney, deeply rooted in grass-
roots mobilisation, social 
equity, and inclusive gover-
nance, reflects a powerful 
blend of AHINDA politics 
(an acronym in Kannada for 
Alpasankhyataru — minori-

ties; Hindulidavaru — back-
ward classes; and Dalitaru 
— Dalits) and welfare-orient-
ed public policy — aimed at 
uplifting historically margin-
alised communities. Siddara-
maiah never compromises 
when it comes to the welfare 
of poor and downtrodden ir-
respective of their caste, co-
lour or religion. According to 
him, poverty is the enemy of 
everybody and it must be 
banished at any cost. This so-
cial commitment has made 
him a mass leader. 

At the heart of Siddara-
maiah’s thought lies AHIN-
DA politics — not merely as 

an electoral strategy but as a 
philosophy of empowerment 
and social conscience. He has 
persistently argued that 
AHINDA should not be 
viewed as a “vote bank” but 
as the “conscience of the na-
tion.”  This reframing pushes 
beyond political arithmetic 
into a moral narrative of in-
clusion — one that insists 
backward classes, minorities, 
and Dalits must be rec-
ognised as key stakeholders 
in India’s democratic devel-
opment, not peripheral part-
ners. His ideological stance 
builds on the belief that true 
d e m o c r a t i c  j u s t i c e  i s 

achieved only when  histori-
cally disadvantaged groups 
— socially, economically, 
and politically — gain parity 
in opportunity and represen-
tation.

Egalitarian and  
Rational Society
Siddaramaiah has frequently 
stated that education is essen-
tial for self-respect and social 
change — a view rooted in 
the idea that inequality per-
sists when opportunities re-
main inaccessible.  His 
speeches emphasise that caste 
and economic disparity can 
be challenged only through 

equitable access to education 
and resources for all commu-
nities. 

The CM also advocates for 
scientific temper and rational 
thinking as tools to dismantle 
regressive social structures 
like casteism and superstition 
— asserting that a truly egal-
itarian nation requires both 
intellectual clarity and social 
empowerment. 

 Siddaramaiah’s public dis-
course also stresses that un-
less caste goes, there won’t be 
equality — reinforcing his 
push against structural social 
hierarchies.  AHINDA-Centric 
Welfare & Policy Programmes.

CM Siddaramaiah always thinks about the welfare of the poor and downtrodden 

The Social Justice Vision of Siddaramaiah

POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF  
KARNATAKA'S LONGEST SERVING CM

The Making of a Chief Minister: Siddaramiah’s Journey

What sets Siddaramaiah 
apart from many con-

temporary politicians is his 
blend of grassroots AHINDA 
politics with forward-looking 
policy solutions — combin-
ing social justice with da-
ta-driven governance and 
public welfare investments.

Where some leaders view 
caste and minority welfare 
solely through electoral advan-
tage, Siddaramaiah frames 
AHINDA as an ethical pursuit 
— one that seeks to align dem-
ocratic governance with con-
stitutional promises of equality.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s political philosophy is 
defined by his dual commit-
ment to AHINDA and inclu-
sive governance. Breaking the 

record of D. Devaraj Urs is 
symbolic not only of his lon-
gevity but of his ability to 
keep social justice at the centre 
of public policy in Karnataka. 

His legacy so far has been 
one of expanded welfare 
schemes, targeted programmes 
for minorities and backward 
communities, scholarships and 
hostels, educational access, 
and rhetoric geared toward a 
more equitable society.

The future of Karnataka un-
der his continued leadership 
points to a reinforced focus 
on inclusion, economic parity, 
and equity — with AHINDA 
not merely surviving, but in-
fluencing the larger political 
discourse beyond state bound-
aries.BOXPopular Quotes 

Reflecting Siddaramaiah’s 
Thought Here are some wide-
ly quoted positions that cap-
ture his ideological core:

“Let us remind the country 
that AHINDA is not a vote 
bank. It is the voice of India’s 
conscience.” — on AHINDA’s 
national significance. 

“Preferential treatment is 
given to AHINDA to ensure 
social justice to the poor by 
focusing more on social wel-
fare schemes.” — on why tar-
geted help matters. 

“True development is pos-
sible only when economic 
equality is achieved.” — on 
linking welfare with growth. 

“Education is essential for 
self-respect and social change.” 
— on foundational empowerment. 

During his tenure (2013-2018 and 2023-till 
date), Siddaramaiah has implemented or 

championed a variety of welfare and social 
justice programmes with an AHINDA focus:

Social and Economic Guarantee Schemes
Siddaramaiah’s government is known for its annually 
funded Guarantee Schemes — welfare programmes that 
provide benefits (e.g., subsidised food, pensions, and em-
ployment guarantees) to vulnerable populations. These 
schemes aim to directly empower poor families irrespec-
tive of religion, while still benefiting large numbers of 
AHINDA communities. 

Minority Welfare Allocations
In the 2025-26 budget, the Karnataka government an-
nounced Rs 1,000 crore under the Chief Minister’s Mi-
nority Colony Development Programme, support for sim-
ple marriages, strengthening Urdu medium schools, and 
funding for career guidance and minority youth startups. 
These initiatives reflect extra emphasis on removing struc-
tural barriers facing minority groups and promoting access 
to education and economic opportunities.

Hostels and Educational Support
Historically, Siddaramaiah’s governments introduced hos-
tels for marginalised communities (including minority 
students, Dalits, SCs, STs, and OBCs) — aiming to im-
prove educational participation and reduce dropout rates.  
The creation of hostels and extension of educational facil-
ities is symbolic of his belief that access to education is a 
powerful equaliser.

Socio-Educational Surveys
Under his leadership, Karnataka has undertak-
en comprehensive surveys of backward 
classes, intended to provide data-driven 
policy solutions to improve targeted inclu-
sion and reservation frameworks. Surveys 
and data evidence illustrate his commit-
ment to not just populist rhetoric but 
policy grounded in clear socioeconomic 
insights.

Political Representation 
for Disadvantaged Groups
Siddaramaiah has also emphasised that 
political representation is essential for 
progress — arguing that communities must 
have a voice not just in welfare policies but 
in decision-making structures themselves. This 
reflects a deeper commitment to structural  
empowerment, not just short-term benefits.

Ideological Distinctiveness The Challenges Confronting 
Siddaramaiah’s Social 

Justice Project
n� �Communal Mobilization: Unlike Urs’s era, 

contemporary India sees dominant castes organizing 
on communal lines, stalling implementation of social 
justice initiatives.

n� �Limited Central Support: Unlike Urs’s alignment 
with the central government, Siddaramaiah operates 
with a center ideologically opposed to explicit 
backward class empowerment.

n� �Dominant Caste Resistance: Lingayats and 
Vokkaligas, traditional power-holders in Karnataka, 
have resisted every significant policy aimed at 
distributing opportunity beyond their communities.

n� �Uneven Implementation: While welfare scheme 
expenditure is unprecedented, the deeper structural 
transformation Urs achieved through land reforms 
remains incomplete.

n� �Caste Census Controversy: Implementation of 
recommendations faces resistance from educated, 
articulate dominant-caste groups who see 
themselves as disadvantaged.

As he stands at this historic milestone, having surpassed Devaraj Urs in tenure, the true 
measure of Siddaramaiah’s legacy will ultimately depend not on how many days he 

served, but on how many lives he lifted from poverty’s grip.

The Five 
Pillars of 

Siddaramaiah’s 
Social Justice 

Framework

Land and  
Economic Ownership: 

Ensuring historically  
landless communities  

gain property rights  
and economic agency.

Educational  
Empowerment: 
Expanding access 

to quality education 
for first-generation 

learners from  
backward classes.

Healthcare  
Access:  

Universal health 
coverage initia-

tives reaching the 
 poorest sections.

Food  
Security: 

Guaranteed  
nutrition and 

food grain supply 
to eliminate 

hunger.

Political  
Representation: 

Reservation  
policies and 
leadership 

cultivation from 
marginalized 
communities.
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Government school children soar high on flight
CHIKKAMAGALURU

 
A government school in Mudi-
gere taluk has created a special 
moment by taking its students 
on a flight trip, proving that 
government schools are no 
less than private institutions. 
The Muttigepura Government 
School in Chikkamagaluru 
district arranged an air journey 
for 32 of its students, bringing 
joy and pride to children, par-
ents, and teachers alike.

Government schools are of-
ten criticised by parents, who 
feel private schools offer better 
education, English skills, and 
exposure. However, the teach-

ers of this school showed that 
dedication and care can create 
unforgettable learning experi-

ences. With the consent of par-
ents, students from Classes 5, 
6, and 7 were selected for the 

unique educational trip.
The sight of children hold-

ing flight tickets and boarding 
an aircraft filled everyone with 
happiness. Many of these chil-
dren had never imagined trav-
elling by air. The school has a 
total strength of 420 students, 
and this trip sent a strong mes-
sage that opportunities are 
possible even in rural govern-
ment schools.

Physical education teacher 
Suresh played a key role by 
spending nearly Rs. 60,000 for 
the trip. Each ticket cost about 
Rs. 4,000, and the total ex-
pense for 32 students crossed 
Rs. 1.25 lakh. Several teachers 

and donors also contributed 
money. A student with no par-
ents was included with the 
support of teachers, showing 
the school’s humane values.

Parents and villagers praised 
the teachers for their efforts. 
The children returned with ex-
citement, confidence, and new 
dreams. Educators said learn-
ing is not limited to class-
rooms and textbooks. Through 
this initiative, the Mudigere 
government school has given 
society a strong lesson, show-
ing that passion and commit-
ment can help government 
schools stand proudly along-
side private institutions.

LEARNING BEYOND CLASSROOMS

QUICK READ

Head Constable 
found dead at 
Police Station

Gadag gears  
up for Minister’s 

official visit

Collector’s Office seeks 
objections on 
Hoolageri site

Shivamogga
Shivamogga police were 

shocked as Head Consta-
ble Zakriya Mohammed, 

52, was found dead at the 
West Traffic Police Sta-
tion. Officers discovered 

his body in the station 
bathroom. Zakriya had 
been on night duty and 

left a handwritten death 
note mentioning his long-
term illness and a conflict 
with a colleague. He had 

been on medical leave for 
two months and recently 

returned to work. The 
body has been sent to the 

government hospital 
morgue and will be taken 
to Channagiri, Davangere, 

for cremation. SP Nikhil 
confirmed a case has 

been registered, and in-
vestigations are ongoing.

Gadag
Dr. H.K. Patil, Karnataka’s 

Law, Justice, Human 
Rights, Parliamentary Af-

fairs, Legislation and 
Tourism Minister, will visit 
Gadag district as part of 

his official tour. The 
Gadag District In-charge 
Minister will depart Anni-
geri by road at 11:30 am 

on January 9 and is 
scheduled to reach 

Gadag by noon. During his 
visit, Dr. Patil is expected 

to meet local officials and 
review ongoing projects. 

In the evening, at 6:30 
pm, he will leave Gadag 
for Hubballi by road. The 
tour aims to strengthen 

administrative coordina-
tion and review dis-

trict-level development 
initiatives, according to an 

official release from the 
Minister’s office.

Koppal
The Koppal District Col-

lector’s Office has invited 
public objections for the 

proposed construction of 
a godown for storing ex-

plosives in Survey No. 
75/*/12, Hoolageri village, 
Kushtagi taluk. The land, 
purchased by M/s Amit 
Enterprises, Vijayapura, 

has an agreement signed 
by local landowners on 
July 28, 2025. Under Ex-

plosives Rules 2008, Sec-
tion 103, the public may 

submit written objections 
within 30 days. If no ob-
jections are received, the 

authorities will issue a 
no-objection certificate 
for construction. Resi-

dents are encouraged to 
raise concerns regarding 
safety, location, or envi-
ronmental issues. The 

Collector’s Office empha-
sized adherence to legal 
procedures before grant-

ing approval.

Veerabhadraiah Hiremath 
announces direct maize payouts

Farmers receive price difference support per quintal of maize sold,  
up to 50 quintals, based on FRUITS land records

KOPPAL
 

Assistant Director of the Kop-
pal Agricultural Marketing 
Department, Veerabhadraiah 
Hiremath, has informed that 
farmers will receive the price 
difference amount for maize 
directly into their bank ac-
counts through the Direct 
Benefit Transfer system. The 
payment will be based on the 
transaction value recorded in 
various APMC markets of the 
district during the monsoon 
season under the support price 
scheme.

He said the scheme is being 
implemented as per the state 
government order dated Janu-
ary 4, 2026. Under the Market 
Intervention Scheme for the 
2025–26 monsoon season, 
farmers selling quality maize 
in district APMC markets will 
be eligible for the benefit. The 
market intervention price has 

been fixed at a maximum of 
Rs. 2,150 per quintal.

As per guidelines, the max-
imum eligible quantity is 50 
quintals per farmer, based on 
land records available in the 
FRUITS software, calculated 
at 12 quintals per acre. If 
maize is sold at Rs. 1,900 per 
quintal or less, farmers will 
receive up to Rs. 250 per 
quintal as price difference. If 

sold at Rs. 1,950, the differ-
ence will be Rs. 200 per quin-
tal. For sales at Rs. 2,000, Rs. 
150 per quintal will be paid, 
while sales at Rs. 2,100 will 
attract Rs. 50 per quintal. No 
benefit will be given if the 
price is Rs. 2,150 or above.

Registration and purchase 
centres have been set up in 
Gangavathi, Koppal, Kushta-
gi, Kanakagiri, Kukanur and 

Karatagi taluks. Farmers must 
complete biometric registra-
tion in the NeML software 
using Aadhaar and FRUITS 
ID and sell maize through the 
UMP platform.

The scheme will not apply 
to farmers who supplied 
maize to ethanol, poultry, an-
imal feed units or KMF. The 
scheme is valid for one month 
from the first transaction date.

CT Ravi enters 
Chikkamagaluru 
DCC Bank race

CHIKKAMAGALURU
 

The election atmosphere sur-
rounding the Chikkamagaluru 
District Central Cooperative 
Bank has intensified with the 
entry of senior political lead-
ers into the contest. The nom-
ination filing by BJP leader 
and Legislative Council mem-
ber C.T. Ravi has added fresh 
momentum and attention to 
the upcoming elections, mak-
ing the contest more compet-
itive and politically 
significant.

Known for his in-
fluence in state and 
national politics, C.T. 
Ravi’s decision to 
contest has changed 
the dynamics of the 
election. Along with him, JDS 
Legislative Council member 
S.L. Bhojegowda has also 
filed his nomination. With 
both BJP and JDS leaders en-
tering the fray, the NDA alli-
ance is actively working out 
strategies to gain control of 
the cooperative bank.

So far, no nominations have 
been filed by leaders from the 
Congress party, though party 
sources say discussions are 
underway to finalise candi-
dates. Elections will be held 
for a total of 13 director posts, 
and the final day for filing 
nominations is Friday. With 
limited time left, political ac-
tivity in the district has in-
creased sharply.

There is a strong possibility 

of a direct contest between 
the NDA alliance and the 
Congress, making the elec-
tions closely watched. Polling 

is scheduled to take 
place on January 17, 
and vote counting 
will be completed 
by the evening of 
the same day.

Recent DCC bank 
elections in other 

districts have also drawn at-
tention across the state. In 
Belagavi district, former MP 
Annasaheb Jolle and MLA 
Raju Kage were unanimously 
elected as president and 
vice-president of the DCC 
Bank in a meeting chaired by 
District In-charge Minister 
Satish Jarkiholi.

In Uttara Kannada, the 
group led by sitting president 
and MLA Shivaram Hebbar 
has taken the lead in the 
KDCC bank elections. Mean-
while, in Mandya district, 
eight Congress-backed candi-
dates were elected unopposed 
to the cooperative bank board. 
These developments have fur-
ther raised interest in the 
Chikkamagaluru contest.

No Congress leaders 
have filed nominations 

yet, though discussions 
continue; elections for 13 

director posts are 
upcoming, and political 

activity in the district has 
sharply increased

MP PRABHA ANNOUNCES NEW 
BUS ROUTE FOR VILLAGERS

Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun prayed to the goddess and met villagers, 
addressing issues like students’ struggles from lacking public transport

DAVANAGERE
 

Surgondanahalli village in 
Jagalur taluk, which had no 
bus connection until now, 
will get a new bus service 
starting January 12, an-
nounced MP Dr. Prabha Mal-
likarjun. The announcement 
comes after villagers high-
lighted transport difficulties 
during the Sri Marikamba 
Devi Jatra Mahotsava. 

During the festival, Dr. Pra-
bha Mallikarjun offered spe-
cial prayers to the goddess 
and later met villagers to dis-
cuss their problems and de-
velopment needs. Residents 
explained that school and col-
lege students, along with the 
general public, face severe 
hardships due to the lack of 
public transport.

Responding promptly, the 
MP contacted the KSRTC Di-
visional Controller and ar-
ranged for a new bus service 
connecting Surgondanahalli 
via the Davangere-Bilicho-
du-Marikunte route. This ser-

vice is expected to greatly ben-
efit students and villagers by 
providing reliable access to 
schools, colleges, and nearby 
towns. Villagers expressed 
their happiness and apprecia-
tion for the MP’s quick re-
sponse, praising her attention 
to their urgent concerns.

After visiting Surgondana-
halli, Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun 
also toured Chikkamanahatti 
village in Jagalur taluk and 
Chirasthahalli village in Hara-
panahalli taluk. She offered 
prayers to the goddess at the 
chariot festival, wishing peace, 

prosperity, and harmony for all 
the villages.

Local residents said the new 
bus service will ease daily 
travel, support education, and 
improve access to essential 
services, marking a significant 
improvement in the village’s 
connectivity.

The MP’s initiative has 
been welcomed as a practical 
example of addressing com-
munity needs efficiently, 
showing how immediate ac-
tion can make a meaningful 
difference in rural develop-
ment and people’s daily lives.

UDUPI
 

Udupi is gearing up for the 
upcoming Paryayatsava with 
preparations in full swing as 
Sri Vedavardhana Theertha 
Sripada of Shirur Math is set 
to arrive in the temple town 
on January 9 (today). He 
will perform the Sarvajna 
Peetharohan for the first 
time during the Shirur Pa-
ryaya, which will be held on 
January 18.

After completing a pilgrim-
age to several sacred places 
across the country, Shirur Sri 
will reach the Shirur Mula 
Math. From there, he will 
proceed to Kadiyali, entering 
the city in a grand and tradi-
tional procession along with 
the Pattada Devar.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the Shirur Math, 
Yashpal Suvarna, president 
of the alternative reception 
committee, said the proces-
sion will include a visit to Sri 
Mahishamardhini Temple be-
fore moving through the 
main city roads. He said 

nearly five thousand devo-
tees are expected to take part 
in the historic entry.

The procession will be led 
by the honorary president of 
the committee, Dharmastha-
la Dharmadhikari Dr. D. 
Virendra Heggade. Coordi-
nator Ganesh Rao said the 
route will  pass through 
Kadiyali, City Bus Stand, 
H a n u m a n  C i r c l e ,  a n d 
Kanakadasa Road before 
reaching Sri Krishna Math.

More than one thousand 
devotees, local folk artists, 
cultural troupes, and color-
ful tableaus will take part, 
creating a festive atmo-
sphere .  Af ter  reaching 
Krishna Math, Shirur Sri 
will have darshan of Lord 
Krishna through Kanaka 

Kindi and later offer prayers 
to other deities.

In the evening, a civic re-
ception will be held on the 
chariot road stage, organized 
by the Udupi Municipal 
Corporation. District in-
charge Minister Lakshmi 
Hebballar, MP Kota Srinivas 
Poojary, Deputy Commis-
sioner Swaroop T.K., and 
other guests will attend. 
MLA Yashpal Suvarna will 
preside.

Cultural  programs by 
wel l -known ar t is ts  and 
groups will be held every 
evening on the same stage 
from January 9 to January 
17, adding color and devo-
tion to the celebrations. The 
city awaits the sacred mo-
ment.

Udupi prepares for grand Paryayatsava celebrations

Belagavi Sugar factory 
tragedy claims seven lives

BELAGAVI
 

A tragic accident at the In-
amdar Sugar Factory in 
Bailahongala taluk has 
claimed the lives of seven 
workers, leaving the district 
in mourning. The incident 
occurred when an explo-
sion in compartment num-
ber one of the factory in-
jured eight workers during 
wall repairs. Hot material 
from the boiler fell on 
them, causing severe burns.

Three workers suc-
cumbed to their injuries on 
the day of the accident. 
They have been identified 
as Deepak Munavalli (31) 
from Nesaragi village, Su-
darshan Banoshi (25) from 
Chikkamunavalli village, 
and Akshay Subhash Cho-
pade (48) from Rabaka-
vi-Banahatti in Bagalkot 
district.

Tragically, four more 
workers passed away on 
Thursday without receiving 
treatment. They are Bharat 
Basappa Sarawadi (27) of 
Godachinamalki village, 
Manjunath Madivalappa 
Kajagar (28) of Aravalli 

village, Gurunath Bheerap-
pa Tamannavar (38) of Ma-
reguddi village, and Manju-
nath Gopal Teradala (31) of 
Hoolikatti in Athani taluk. 
Families of the deceased 
gathered in grief outside the 
morgue of KLE Hospital.

One worker, Raghaven-
dra Mallappa Giriyal (36) 
from Gilihosur village in 
Gokak taluk, is currently 
receiving intensive care at 
KLE Hospital. Authorities 
are closely monitoring his 
condition.

Local officials and com-
munity members have ex-
pressed deep sorrow over 
the loss of life and empha-
sized the need for strict 
safety measures in industri-
al workplaces. Investiga-
tions into the cause of the 
explosion are ongoing, and 
authorities have promised 
to take steps to prevent 
such accidents in the future.

The tragedy has left many 
families devastated, high-
lighting the risks faced by 
workers in industrial sectors 
and the urgent need for bet-
ter safety protocols in facto-
ries across the region.

Pannekar Takes Charge as Ballari SP
BALLARI

 
Suman Pannekar officially took 
charge as the new Superinten-
dent of Police of Ballari district 
on Thursday. She arrived a day 
after Dr PS Harsha assumed 
charge as the Inspector General 
of Police for the Ballari zone. 
Police personnel welcomed the 
new SP at the district office.

After assuming charge, Pan-
nekar held a detailed meeting 
with senior and field level offi-
cers. She reviewed law and or-
der conditions and asked offi-
cers to work with discipline, 
transparency, and public coop-
eration. She stressed the need 
for quick response and fair in-
vestigation in sensitive cases.

Meanwhile, police have 

stepped up the probe into the 
recent banner related clash that 
led to violence and a death. No-
tices have been issued to thirty 
three BJP leaders and workers, 
asking them to appear for ques-
tioning. Among them are 
Janardhana Reddy, B Sriramu-
lu, Somashekar Reddy, former 
MLA Suresh Babu, and aide 
Ali Khan. Earlier, twenty six 
people from both Congress and 
BJP were arrested.

Mahila Morcha 
protests alleged 
police brutality 

incident
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Members of the BJP Shiva-
mogga Nagar Mahila Morcha 
staged a protest in front of the 
District Collector’s office, con-
demning alleged police brutal-
ity against a BJP worker in 
Hubballi. The protesters de-
manded strict action against 
those responsible and submit-
ted a petition to the Home Min-
ister through the district admin-
istration. The protest was held 
following serious allegations 
that BJP woman worker Sujata 
Handi was stripped and physi-
cally assaulted during her arrest. 
The Mahila Morcha leaders said 
the incident was an attack on the 
dignity of women and reflected 
a complete breakdown of law 
and order in the state. They ex-
pressed anger and said such ac-
tions have brought shame to 
society. The protesters demand-
ed a swift and high-level judicial 
inquiry into the incident. While 
the police have registered a suo 
motu case after a video of the 
incident surfaced on social me-
dia, the Morcha leaders said the 
action should not stop with 
those who circulated the video. 
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Farmers invited  

to apply for  
irrigation wells

Applications open for 
6th class residential 

schools

Chitradurga
The Agriculture Depart-

ment has invited applica-
tions from farmers for ag-
ricultural wells under the 
Krishi Bhagya Yojana for 
2025-26. Subsidies are 

available for wells, poly-
thene covers, diesel, pet-

rol, or solar pump sets, 
and sprinkler irrigation 
units. General category 
farmers can get up to 
80% support, while 

Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe farmers 
can receive 90%. A wire 
fence around the well is 
required. Farmers inter-
ested in these facilities 

can approach the nearest 
hobli farmer contact 

center or the office of the 
Assistant Director of Agri-
culture. The scheme aims 
to improve irrigation and 
boost crop productivity 

across the district.

Chitradurga
The Minority Welfare De-

partment has opened 
applications for admis-
sion to 6th class at Dr. 

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam and 
Morarji Desai Residential 
Schools for the 2026-27 
academic year. Eligible 
students from minority 
communities, including 

Muslims, Christians, 
Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, 

Parsis, Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled 

Tribes, and other back-
ward classes, can apply 
online through the Seva 
Sindhu portal. The last 
date to submit applica-
tions is February 10. For 

assistance, students and 
parents can contact 

nearby residential 
schools or District and 
Taluk Minority Welfare 
Information Centers. 

I, Abhishek L, S/o Lingaraju, Hosapura Hobli, 
Malavalli Taluk.

My grandmother’s original Hakku 
Pathra dated 23-05-2016, issued by the 

Tahasildar, Malavalli Taluk, in favour of Smt. 
Puttagowramma W/o Gendaiah, in respect of 
the property bearing Sy. No. 28, measuring 
40 × 25 feet, the said property situated at 
Hosapura Hobli, Malavalli Taluk, Mandya 

District, was lost on 01-01-2026 in a Xerox 
shop at Malavalli. In this connection, I filed a 
complaint before the Consent Police Station, 
and in this connection, an endorsement was 

issued on 08-01-2026.
If anyone traces the said document, please 
intimate me or the said Police within 7 days.

By M. Guruprasad, Advocate
No. 2, M. Lingaiah Building

V. V. Road, Mandya – 571401
Mob: 9242221603

PUBLIC NOTICE

job no: 912/83     DUDC Hassan    size: 12X3

The Executive Engineer, District Urban Development  Cell, Hassan Deputy Commissioner Office,
Hassan District, Hassan invites tenders in two cover system using KW-2&3 document from
class-1 contractors for CMSMTDP Nagarothana (Municipality) Phase-4 project Hassan District,
Town Municipal Council, Sakaleshpur Package works as details below:- Sl. No.Indent Number
1)e-proc No. DMA/2025-26/ BD/Work-Indent No:50202  Description of Work 1.Renovation of
Commercial Complex near Old Bus Stand, Construction of Welcome Board to High Way, Sign
Boards to Ward Areas, Development of Anganavadi Building in W.No.11, Renovation Of Library
in W.No.7, Construction High Tech Bus Shelter near Old Bus Stand, Renovation Of Hemavathi
Commercial Complex Building and Development of Park near Oxford School in W.No.12 and
Construction of Anganawadi Building in W.No.14 in Sakaleshpura TMC limits (General)
(Rs.155.26) 2.Drain works in ward 10 Manjunatha house lakkappa house muddu house shekar
house ward 11 manjula raju house sweepers colony kadappa house ward 23 janaki house
shridhar house annappa house puttaraju house ward 10 siddurappa house and in ward no 4
7 11 23 SCP (Rs.69.98) Tender Amount (Rs.in Lakhs)Rs.184.92  Interested contractors shall
register on the e-procurement platform to participate in this tender. Contractors can download
the tender documents from the E-Procurement platform (www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in). Tenders
shall be submitted electronically at (www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in). EMD and Tenders Processing
Fee shall also be paid electronically Calender of events & other information is as follows:-
Calendar of Events and other information are as follows: 1.Period of Construction  06 Months
2.Earnest Money Deposit  Rs.2.80 lakhs 3.Last Date for submitting of completed tender
documents in  E-portal Date: 09-02-2026. upto 17.30 hrs  4.Pre Bid Meeting  Date: 31-01-2026
@11.00 A.M  5.Date of Opening  of Tenders  (Technical Bids) Date: 11-02-2026 at 11.00 AM  Any
changes in the tender conditions and Postponement of calendar of events   (if any) is only
through e-Procurement portal and will not be published in any newspapers.

Sd/-  Project Director,
District Urban Development Cell, Hassan.

: TENDER NOTIFICATION  : e-proc No. DMA/2025-26/ BD/Work-Indent
No:50202

District Urban Development Cell, Deputy Commissioner Office,
Hassan District.

Telephone No: 08172-234839 Email:pdhassandudc@gmail.com
No:Mun(2)CR/220/202025-26                                                Date:06-01-2026
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IN ORDER TO MAKE INDIAN FARMING GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE, M/S. COCREATE
GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED BRINGS YOU THE FOLLOWING 
100% WATER SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS AS PER THE ORDER DATED 24/10/2015, IN  
PURSUANCE OF NOTIFICATION NOS. S.O. 1909 (E), 28TH DAY JULY, 2014 AND OTHER 
FOLLOWED BY S.O. 2009 (E), 24TH OCT 2015, ISSUED BY MINISTERY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND FARMERS WELFARE (FERTILIZERS CONTROL ORDER 1985) GOVT OF INDIA.

PUBLIC NOTICE

100% WATER SOLUBLE MIXTURE 
FERTILIZER

n Potassium Nitrate (13-0-45)

n �Mono-Potassium Phosphate 
(0-52-34)

n Calcium Nitrate

n �Mono Ammonium Phosphate 
(12:61:0)

n �Urea Phosphate (17:44:0)
n �Potassium Magnesium  

Sulphate (22% K2O)

n NPK (13:40:13)

n �NPK (20:20:20)
n �NPK-Fe (00:42:47-2.8)

n N:P:K (00:44:44)

n �NPK-B (10:54:10-0.02)

n NPK-S (0:9:46-15)

n �NPK-S (16:8:32-2)

n �NPK-S (11:44:11-2)

n �NPK-S (15:15:30-2)

n N.P.K. (12:11:18)

n �N.P.K. (19-19-19)

100% WATER SOLUBLE MIXTURE 
FERTILIZER (NPK Grades)

Manufactured & Marketed by:
Cocreate Global Technologies Private Limited
2nd Floor, Building No. 445, 17th Cross Road,
HSR Layout, Bengaluru,
Karnataka – 560102
Phone: 7500783802

IN THE COURT OF THE HONOURABLE 
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT JUDGE AT HOSUR 

O.S. No. 26/2025

Radhakrishnan                                       ...plaintiff
Respondent / Defendant No.2: 
Mrs. Anitha, D/o Late Munireddy, W/o Venu
Residing at KHD Layout,
Surya City, Adhigandhalli Village,
Atibele Taluk, Hobli, Anekal
Bangalore District

...Defendant

NOTICE
Please take notice that the above-named Petitioner 
/ Plaintiff has filed a suit in the Hon’ble Additional 
District Judge, Hosur Court, seeking specific perfor-
mance of contract and other reliefs against you, the 
Defendant No.2, and others.
The above suit is listed for hearing on 09.03.2025 
at 10:00 A.M. You are hereby called upon to appear 
in person or through a pleader and file your objec-
tions, if any, before the Hon’ble Court on the said 
date and time.
Failure to appear or file objections may result in the 
Court passing orders against you in your absence.
By Order of the Court
S. Balaji, B.Com., M.A., LLB.
Advocate & Notary Public
No. 8, M.G. Road, 1st Floor, Near Head Post 
Office, Hosur – 635 109, Krishnagiri District
Mobile: 9952348399

I,  MANASA RANJAN MOHAPATRA 
S/o Sudhir Kumar Mohapatra Residing 

at No.86/1 Flat no 201 Alfa Garden 
Layout Kodigehalli Village K R Puram 

Bengaluru -560 036 have changed 
my name to MANAS RANJAN 

MOHAPATRA Vide Affidavit dated 
02/07/2025 before notary R.Basavaraja 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

K’taka needs Siddaramaiah, 
says HC Balakrishna

The MLA praised Siddaramaiah’s leadership, highlighting his roles and urging 
capable leadership to strengthen the Congress party organization

RAMANAGAR
 

MLA HC Balakrishna has said 
that Karnataka needs the lead-
ership of Siddaramaiah, espe-
cially for guiding the party in 
future elections. He spoke to 
the media in Magadi while ad-
dressing questions about the 
Chief Minister post and the 
role of Deputy Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar.

Balakrishna said that deci-
sions about the CM post will 
be taken by the party’s high 
command. “Neither I nor 
any other MLA can decide 
who becomes CM. Senior 
leaders  wi l l  de termine 
w h e t h e r  S i d d a r a m a i a h 
should continue or DK Shi-
vakumar should be given a 
chance,” he said. He added 
that a meeting between the 
CM and DCM may be called 
soon to discuss the matter.

The MLA praised Siddara-
maiah’s leadership, noting that 
the Congress party has entrust-
ed him with key responsibili-
ties. “After joining the Con-
gress, he became CM and 
Leader of the Opposition. To-
day, he is the unquestioned 
master of our house. Our opin-
ion is that capable leadership 
should be given a chance, 

which will strengthen the party 
organization in the coming 
days,” Balakrishna said.

Reacting to the recent 
shootout during the Bellary 
banner riots involving a Con-
gress worker, he blamed 
Janardhana Reddy and his sup-
porters for escalating tensions. 
“Janardhana Reddy is intelli-
gent, but spreading misinfor-

mation is dangerous. We do 
not harm our own workers. 
The shooting might have been 
in self-defense when his sup-
porters attacked with sticks 
and salt powder. The matter is 
still under investigation,” he 
said.

Balakrishna questioned why 
the supporters caused trouble 
outside MLA Valmiki’s pro-
gram. “When Janardhana Red-
dy did not visit Ballari, every-
thing was peaceful. Now, after 
his arrival, the unrest started. 
He is directly responsible for 
these incidents,” he added.

The MLA’s statements un-
derline the party’s emphasis on 
experienced leadership and 
highlight the ongoing tension 
in Bellary. His comments also 
reflect the focus on maintain-
ing discipline and avoiding 
political conflicts within the 
party during sensitive times.

BENGALURU
 

Union Minister for Food and 
Public Distribution Prahlad 
Joshi on Thursday launched 
a sharp attack on the Con-
gress, alleging that corrup-
tion worth ₹11 lakh crore 
took place under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) during the par-
ty’s rule. He said the Centre 
introduced the ‘VBG Ram G 
Act’ specifically to curb such 
large-scale irregularities, a 
move that has now become 
“a major problem for the 
Congress”.

Speaking to the media in 
Bengaluru, Joshi said the 
new Act leverages artificial 

intelligence and GPS track-
ing while also assessing the 
quality of work executed. 
“This technology-driven sys-
tem has given sleepless 
nights to Congress middle-
men who looted public mon-
ey under MGNREGA. That 
is why the party is opposing 
it,” he alleged.

Joshi claimed the Congress 
has not denied allegations of 
₹11 lakh crore corruption 
during its tenure. Referring to 
a 2013 CAG report, he pointed 
out that 4.33 lakh fake job 
cards existed across the coun-
try. “Earlier, even JCB ma-
chines were used for MGN-
REGA works. The ‘VBG Ram 
G Act’ was introduced to plug 
such loopholes and end these 

illegal practices,” he said.
Responding to Congress’ 

criticism that a 60-day break 
for workers would affect ag-
riculture, Joshi questioned 
whether the party ever pro-
vided employment for all 365 
days while in power. He al-
leged that digital payments 
were absent during the Con-
gress regime and accused the 
party of agitating now only 
to safeguard its middlemen.

Joshi further alleged that 
despite the Centre allocating 
₹8.53 lakh crore to the State 
over the last 10 years, cor-
ruption peaked during Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah’s ten-
ure. “Even 80-year-olds were 
shown as labourers to siphon 
off funds,” he claimed, add-

ing that the protests were 
aimed merely at pleasing Ra-
hul Gandhi.

Highlighting the Act’s pro-
visions, Joshi said wages 
must be paid within 14 days 
or penalties would follow, 
monitoring has been entrust-
ed to panchayats, and weekly 
disclosure of work details is 
mandatory. “With this trans-
parency, ‘starched-shirt’ mid-
dlemen will no longer get 
money,” he asserted.

He also questioned Rahul 
Gandhi’s absence during dis-
cussions on the Act and al-
leged that Congress fears a 
special investigation in the 
Hubballi woman assault case, 
accusing the State govern-
ment of shielding the police.

‘VBG Ram G Act’ Blocks Corrupt 
Congress Middlemen: Prahlad Joshi

K’taka launches 
online e-auction 

for liquor licenses
KOLAR

 
The Karnataka Excise Depart-
ment has introduced an online 
e-auction system for defunct 
and lapsed licenses, aiming to 
streamline administration, 
curb illegal trade, and ensure 
fair allocation. Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. M.R. Ravi 
praised the initiative, calling 
it a historic step in transparen-
cy and efficiency.

Dr. Ravi spoke at a training 
program on the e-auction pro-
cess, organized for officials 
and stakeholders. “While in-
creasing government revenue 
is important, agility in admin-
istration and public interest 
must also be priorities,” he 
said. He noted that such inter-
actions within the department 
are rare and valuable for im-
proving governance.

The e-auction will cover 
569 defunct licenses state-
wide, including 467 CL2 
wine store licenses and 92 

CL9A licenses. In the Ko-
lar-Chikkaballapur districts, 
26 licenses—15 in Kolar and 
11 in Chikkaballapur—are 
part of the auction. These li-
censes had been inactive for 
years, and the new system en-
sures eligible participants re-
ceive them legally, reducing 
smuggling, adulteration, and 
black-market sales.

The e-auction covers 569 
defunct licenses 

statewide, including 26 in 
Kolar-Chikkaballapur, 

ensuring legal 
distribution and reducing 
smuggling, adulteration, 
and black-market sales

One day workshop planned 
for legal authorities

CHITRADURGA
 

The Karnataka State Legal Ser-
vices Authority and the District 
Legal Services Authority will 
jointly organise a one-day 
workshop for DLSA 
Presidents and Mem-
ber Secretaries on Jan-
uary 10. The pro-
gramme will begin at 
10 am and will be 
held at the Zilla Pan-
chayat Hall in Chitradurga city.

The workshop aims to 
strengthen the functioning of 
District Legal Services Author-
ities and improve the delivery 
of legal services to the public. 
Karnataka State Legal Services 
Authority Executive Chairman 
and Karnataka High Court Jus-
tice Anu Sivaraman will inau-
gurate the event. Several senior 

judges of the Karnataka High 
Court will take part in the pro-
gramme.

Justice Anu Sivaraman will 
deliver the first session from 10 
am to 11 am on the topic 

“Bridging Gaps 
and Increasing Ef-
ficiency of DL-
SAs.” The session 
will focus on im-
proving coordina-
tion and ensuring 

better access to justice for peo-
ple, especially the poor and 
vulnerable.

From 11.15 am to 12.30 
pm, Karnataka High Court 
Justice M.G. Uma will speak 
on “Accounting and Legal 
Services Activities,” high-
lighting financial manage-
ment and record keeping in 
legal services institutions. 

Dr. S. Akash inspects 
Chitradurga Gram Panchayats
CHITRADURGA

 
Zilla Panchayat Chief 
Executive Officer Dr. 
S. Akash has directed 
officials to complete 
works under the Jalje-
evan Mission at the 
earliest and ensure 
drinking water reach-
es every household. 
He gave these instruc-
tions while visiting 
and inspecting several 
Gram Panchayats in 
Chitradurga taluk on 
Thursday.

During the visit, Dr. 
Akash reviewed house-
hold tap connection 
works being carried 
out under the Jaljeevan 
Mission scheme. He 
stressed that the project 
must be implemented 
properly and without 
delay so that people re-
ceive safe and regular 
drinking water through 
pipelines. He told offi-

cials to monitor the 
progress closely and 
remove hurdles slow-
ing down the work.

The CEO also in-
spected grey water 
management works 
being implemented 
under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Ru-
ral). He instructed 
Gram Panchayat offi-
cials to clean waste 
collected in grey water 
management units ev-
ery month. He said 
greater importance 
should be given to 
cleanliness and sanita-

tion using funds from 
the Fifteenth Finance 
Commission and other 
available grants.

Dr. Akash visited 
Doddasiddavvanahalli, 
J.N. Kote, Gonur and 
Siddapur Gram Pan-
chayats. He inspected 
schools, anganwadi 
centres, primary health 
centres and village in-
frastructure. At Dod-
dasiddavvanahalli, he 
asked officials to 
maintain cleanliness 
around the Gram Pan-
chayat office and pub-
lic toilets.

KALABURAGI
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AAP Targets Gupta Over Bhagat Singh Remark
NEW DELHI

 
India witnessed fresh political 
sparring on history after Delhi 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
made remarks on freedom 
fighter Bhagat Singh that 
drew sharp criticism from the 
Aam Aadmi Party on Thurs-
day. AAP alleged that Gupta 
distorted facts while speaking 
in the Delhi Assembly by sug-
gesting Bhagat Singh’s 1929 
bombing of the Central Leg-
islative Assembly was aimed 

at a Congress government, 
instead of the British colonial 
rule. The opposition party 
shared a video clip of Gupta’s 
speech and accused her of 
presenting a strange and up-
dated version of history. AAP 
leaders Saurabh Bharadwaj 
and Sanjeev Jha mocked the 
chief minister, saying history 
now appeared to be in “remix 
mode”. According to AAP, 
Bhagat Singh was a revolu-
tionary who fought against 
British rule before indepen-

dence, and his act in 1929 
was meant to awaken the co-
lonial government, not any 
Indian political party. Bharad-

waj said even school children 
know that the bombing was a 
protest against the British au-
thorities.

He accused Gupta of em-
barrassing the nation by 
showing poor understanding 
of history. Jha went further 
and claimed the remark was 
not just a slip, but a serious 
attempt to weaken the legacy 
of revolutionaries like Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru, and Sukhdev.

Jha sarcastically said that 
such mistakes could soon re-

write other chapters of Indian 
history. AAP later said the re-
mark appeared to be a slip of 
the tongue, where “Congress” 
was said instead of “angrez”.

Gupta has earlier faced crit-
icism for public slips in 
speeches. She was trolled on-
line for confusing AQI with 
temperature and for wrongly 
naming Netaji Subhash Chan-
dra Bose during public 
events. The latest controversy 
has raised questions about ac-
curacy in governance.

HISTORY ROW
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Sixty Booked 
After Clash At 

AIMIM Rally

Supreme Court 
Defers Electoral Roll 

Revision Hearing

Calcutta High Court  
Seeks Fresh SSC 

Tainted List

CHHATRAPATI,
 SAMBHAJINAGAR

Police booked nearly 60 
people for rioting after vi-
olence broke out during 

an AIMIM rally on 
Wednesday. The incident 
happened in the Jinsi area 

when former MP Imtiaz 
Jaleel was leading a foot 
march to campaign for 
civic polls. A rival group 
allegedly tried to attack 
Jaleel’s car. Police used 

force to control the 
crowd, but some people 

threw eggs at policemen. 
Cases were filed against 
13 identified and several 

unidentified persons.

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on 

Thursday postponed the 
final hearing on petitions 
challenging the Election 

Commission’s Special In-
tensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls to January 13. 
The cases question the 
EC’s decision to revise 

voter lists in several 
states, including Bihar. A 

bench led by Chief Justice 
Surya Kant said argu-

ments will continue next 
week. The Election Com-
mission has maintained it 

has the authority and 
duty to ensure only eligi-
ble citizens are registered 

as voters.

KOLKATA
The Calcutta High Court 

has directed the West 
Bengal School Service 

Commission to submit a 
fresh list of 1,806 tainted 

candidates with complete 
identification details. Jus-
tice Amrita Sinha said the 
earlier list lacked key in-
formation such as cate-
gory, school and district 

of appointment. The 
court noted that incom-
plete details could allow 

tainted candidates to 
re-enter recruitment. The 
SSC was asked to publish 
a detailed list before the 

next hearing on Feb 11.

Cong Slams Policy Change On Mining 
Environmental Clearances Rules

NEW DELHI
 

Congress criticised a new 
clearance rule, warning it 
weakens safeguards and 
harms accountable environ-
mental governance nation-
wide.

The Congress on Thursday 
attacked the Union govern-
ment over a policy change 
affecting non-coal mining 
projects. The party said the 
decision removes a key safe-
guard linked to environmental 
responsibility. Under the re-

vised rule, developers can 
now seek environmental 
clearance without first prov-
ing land acquisition.

Earlier, non-coal mining 
firms were required to com-
plete land acquisition as per 
law before applying. Con-
gress general secretary and 
former environment minister 
Jairam Ramesh criticised the 
move sharply. He said mean-
ingful environmental impact 
assessment is difficult without 
knowing the full area to be 
mined. Ramesh called the de-

cision another blow by the 
Modi regime to responsible 
governance.

The environment minis-
try changed the rule 
through a memorandum 
issued on December 18, 
2025. The earlier norm 
was reconsidered after 
requests argued 
landowner con-
sent should not 
be mandatory 
initially. Offi-
c i a l s  s a i d 
linking land 

acquisition status to clearance 
caused practical difficulties 
for some projects.

The matter was ex-
amined by the non-
coal mining Expert 
Appraisal Committee. 
The committee felt 
allowing clearance 

before land pur-
chase appeared 
reasonable in 
certain cases. 
It noted that 
mining of-
ten begins 

after clearance while land ac-
quisition continues in phases.

The ministry cleared the 
change after reviewing expert 
inputs and earlier rules, not-
ing flexibility may apply else-
where. Congress warned it 
weakens scrutiny and trans-
parency, stressing land clarity 
is vital to assess social and 
ecological impact. The party 
urged restoring earlier norms. 
Opposition leaders said re-
forms must strengthen safe-
guards, not dilute them, and 
sought wider consultation.

The issue has sparked fresh debate over development priorities and environmental safeguards

Kharge Calls Gadgil Death 
Major Setback Green Cause
NEW DELHI

 
India’s environmental move-
ment lost a guiding force as 
noted ecologist Madhav Gad-
gil passed away, leaders said.

Congress leaders on Thurs-
day expressed deep sorrow 
over the death of renowned 
ecologist Madhav Gadgil, 
calling it a serious loss to In-
dia’s environmental efforts. 
Gadgil passed away in Pune 
late Wednesday night after a 
brief illness. 

He was 83 and is survived 
by his family and a wide cir-
cle of students, colleagues, 
and admirers.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said India has 
lost one of its strongest voices 
in ecological inquiry. He not-
ed that Gadgil’s work helped 
convert scientific research 
into meaningful conservation 
action, especially in the West-
ern Ghats. Kharge said Gadg-
il’s death was a major setback 
for the country’s green cause 
and extended condolences to 
his family and the scientific 
community.

Congress general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh described 
Gadgil as an outstanding aca-

demic, field researcher, insti-
tution builder, and communi-
cator. He recalled Gadgil’s 
key role in the Save Silent 
Valley Movement and his im-
portant interventions to pro-
tect forests in Bastar. Ramesh 
also highlighted Gadgil’s 
leadership of the Western 
Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, 
calling its report sensitive, 

democratic, and unmatched.
Gadgil studied biology at 

Harvard under renowned sci-
entist E O Wilson but re-
turned to India to strengthen 
research, guide students, work 
with communities, and influ-
ence public policy. Ramesh 
said he personally sought 
Gadgil’s advice frequently 
during his tenure as environ-
ment minister.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra also 
condoled Gadgil’s death, call-
ing him a compassionate 
voice for nature and social 
justice. In 2024, the United 
Nations honoured Gadgil with 
the Champions of the Earth 
award for his work on the 
Western Ghats, recognising 
his lifelong contribution to 
environmental protection.

Gadgil trained in biology 
at Harvard under E O 
Wilson but chose to 

return to India to build 
research, mentor 
students, engage 

communities, and shape 
policy, with Ramesh often 
seeking his guidance as 

minister.

Palaniswami Meets Shah, Rules 
Out Return Of Expelled Leaders
NEW DELHI

 
AIADMK general secretary 
and former Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Edappadi K Pala-
niswami on Thursday said he 
met Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah in New Delhi to 
discuss the prevailing politi-
cal situation in the state. He 
clarified that there were no 
talks on alliance or seat-shar-
ing during the meeting.

Speaking to reporters at the 
New Delhi airport, Palaniswa-
mi said he met Shah at his 
residence on the night of Jan-
uary 7. He explained that he 
could not meet the senior BJP 
leader earlier during Shah’s 
visit to Pudukkottai due to 
prior engagements in Salem 
and Kallakurichi.

Palaniswami firmly ruled 
out any possibility of bringing 
back expelled leaders V K 
Sasikala and O Panneer-
selvam into the AIADMK. He 

said he had repeatedly made 
his stand clear and questioned 
why the issue was still being 
raised. The meeting came on 
the same day when the Dr An-
bumani Ramadoss faction of 
the PMK formally joined the 
National Democratic Alliance 
in Tamil Nadu. Palaniswami 
said more parties were ex-
pected to join the NDA in the 
coming months.

He stressed that his discus-
sion with Shah focused only 
on the political situation in 
Tamil Nadu. He recalled 
Shah’s assurance that the BJP 
would not interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of the AIADMK.

When asked about the pos-
sibility of AMMK leader T T 
V Dhinakaran joining the 
NDA, Palaniswami said talks 
were ongoing with some par-
ties. He added that official 
announcements would be 
made once decisions were fi-
nalised.

Fadnavis Promises 
Traffic Relief, Metro 

Push For Thane Region
THANE

 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra  Fadnavis  on 
Wednesday outlined a de-
tailed development plan for 
Thane and the Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Region.

Addressing a chat show or-
ganised as part of the BJP 
campaign for the Thane Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
elections scheduled 
on January 15, Fad-
navis promised ma-
jor relief from traffic 
congestion and faster 
completion of Metro 
projects. He said his 
government aims to 
complete key Metro 
corridors within the next five 
years to ensure smooth and 
reliable connectivity.

The Chief Minister said 
plans were underway to link 
the Coastal Road into a ring 
route to divert heavy traffic 
outside city limits. To ease 
congestion on Ghodbunder 
Road, he announced a growth 
hub at Kolshet-Diva, which 
will include water taxi ser-

vices to improve travel op-
tions.

Fadnavis assured residents 
that water shortages would 
end within three years. He 
said work on the Poshir and 
Pelhar dams would be com-
pleted within 36 months. The 
long-delayed Gargai project 
has cleared environmental 
hurdles after villages agreed 

to voluntary reloca-
tion, adding 500 
MLD water. He add-
ed that the Kalu 
Dam, once opera-
tional, would perma-
nently solve water 
issues across MMR.

The CM said tradi-
t i o n a l  d u m p i n g 

grounds would shut down in 
three to four years and 
bio-mining would process 
solid waste. He also an-
nounced a specialised incuba-
tion centre in Thane to sup-
port innovation and local 
growth.

On alliances, Fadnavis said 
the BJP chose to contest with 
Eknath Shinde’s Shiv Sena to 
protect alliance strength.

Adhikari Calls Banerjee Visit Interference In ED Probe Case
KOLKATA

 
Leader of Opposition in the 
West Bengal Assembly, Su-
vendu Adhikari, on Thursday 
accused Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee of interfering 
in an Enforcement Directorate 
investigation by visiting the 
house of I-PAC co-founder 
Pratik Jain during an ED raid.

He said the visit, along with 
the presence of the Kolkata 
Police Commissioner, was 
unethical, unconstitutional, 

and a direct attempt to influ-
ence a central agency’s probe. 
Adhikari demanded that the 
ED take action against the 
chief minister according to 
law. Jain is the co-founder of 
the Indian Political Action 
Committee, also known as 
I-PAC, and heads the Trina-
mool Congress IT cell. The 
consultancy firm has worked 
closely with the Trinamool 
Congress and the West Ben-
gal government after the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections. The BJP 

leader recalled earlier instanc-
es where Banerjee had visited 
senior police officials during 
central agency raids. He cited 
her visit to the then police 
commissioner’s residence 
during a CBI raid in 2022 and 
her sit-in protest when some 
ministers were detained.

Adhikari said such actions 
send a wrong message to the 
people of West Bengal and 
weaken public trust in consti-
tutional institutions. He 
warned that failure to act 

would raise serious questions 
about fairness and account-
ability. He also alleged that 
state police raided his MLA 
office in Nandigram without a 
search warrant. Challenging 
the chief minister, Adhikari 
said BJP offices could be 
searched freely, claiming no 
illegal cash or materials 
would be found, unlike recov-
eries made from associates of 
ruling party leaders. He said 
the issue reflects misuse of 
power.

Several Fall Sick After Drinking Contaminated Water Supply
NOIDA

 
Several residents of Greater 
Noida’s Delta 1 Sector fell ill 
after allegedly consuming 
contaminated drinking 
water, raising health 
concerns across the 
area.

Residents report-
ed symptoms such 
as vomiting, fever, 
stomachache, and 
loose motion after 
drinking tap water on Tues-
day and Wednesday. Some 
alleged that sewage water was 
mixing with broken pipelines, 
particularly in C Block, caus-
ing the problem. Rishipal 

Bhati, a former RWA presi-
dent, said six to seven fami-
lies were affected, and similar 
complaints had been reported 
from other blocks earlier. 

Nearby Beta 1 Sector 
residents also report-
ed recurring sewage 
overflows and wa-
ter leakage issues.

However, offi-
cials of the Greater 

Noida Industrial De-
velopment Authority 

(GNIDA) denied any mix-
ing of sewage with drinking 
water. A senior official said 
tests conducted on water sam-
ples found the supply clean. 
Supply connection issues and 

minor leaks were identified 
and fixed immediately. GNI-
DA CEO N G Ravi Kumar 
directed random water testing 
across the city, and additional 
CEO Sunil Kumar Singh said 
fresh samples had been col-
lected for testing. Residents 
and builders have been in-
structed to clean water reser-
voirs regularly and report any 
contamination.

The health department set 
up a free medical camp in 
Delta 1 on Wednesday. Chief 
Medical Officer Narendra Ku-
mar said 23 people were ex-
amined, and seven patients 
suffering from vomiting and 
diarrhoea received treatment.

ONGC Mori-5 Well Fire 
Gradually Comes Under Control
AMARAVATI

 
F i re f igh t ing  e ffor t s  a t 
ONGC’s Mori-5 well in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Konaseema 
district continue as the situa-
tion gradually stabilises.

The blaze, which began on 
Monday during repair work 
using a workover rig, entered 
its fourth day on Thursday. 
Crude oil mixed with gas 
erupted unexpectedly, sending 
thick smoke over Irusumanda 
village and surrounding areas, 
prompting the evacuation of 
over 500 residents. Officials 
said all villagers have now 
returned following improved 
conditions.

Specialised ONGC teams 
are working to control the 
blowout at the well in Malki-
puram mandal. Fire intensity 
has reduced, allowing person-
nel to move nearly 10 metres 
closer to the wellhead to exe-
cute planned control mea-
sures. Fire services continue 

spraying water to manage 
temperatures, though com-
plete extinguishment may 
take several more days. The 
well is operated by PEC con-
tractor Deep Industries.

ONGC’s Crisis Manage-
ment Team is following the 
approved blowout control 
plan. An access road has been 
constructed behind the well 
for debris removal, while a 
water blanket around the site 
aids safe clearance. Equip-
ment and logistics have been 
positioned to facilitate sys-
tematic operations, including 
the next phase of capping the 
well.

Officials reported signifi-
cant reduction in fire intensi-
ty, noise, and surrounding 
heat. With minimal risk of 
escalation, the district admin-
istration has allowed residents 
to resume routine activities. 
The company said focused 
efforts have made substantial 
progress.

Delhi HC Rules 
Wife Cannot 
Be Presumed 

Earning
NEW DELHI

 
The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday clarified that a wife 
cannot be presumed to be 
earning or self-sufficient at 
the stage of granting interim 
maintenance. Justice Swarana 
Kanta Sharma made the ob-
servation while hearing a plea 
challenging a family court 
order that awarded the woman 
Rs 2,500 per month as interim 
maintenance under Section 
125 of the CrPC. The husband 
claimed his wife worked as a 
nursery teacher, but he failed 
to provide any proof. The 
court rejected his “bald asser-
tion,” noting that the woman 
had studied only up to the 
11th standard and had no in-
dependent income.

The couple, married in June 
2021 under Muslim rites, sep-
arated in 2022 after the wife 
alleged cruelty over dowry 
demands. She sought an en-
hancement of maintenance, 
citing her husband’s multiple 
income sources, including 
teaching, private tuitions, a 
grocery shop, and rental in-
come. The husband, however, 
claimed to earn only Rs 
10,000 per month and provid-
ed partial bank statements.

The court observed that his 
claimed income was below 
the minimum wages applica-
ble to a graduate in Uttar 
Pradesh, which stood at Rs 
13,200 per month. Based on 
this assessment, the court en-
hanced the interim mainte-
nance to Rs 3,500 per month 
and directed the husband to 
pay arrears within three 
months. The judgment em-
phasises that at the interim 
stage, courts must not assume 
a wife has the ability to main-
tain herself without concrete 
proof.
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Somnath Temple Draws Millions Every Year
GANDHINAGAR

 
Somnath Temple, one of In-
dia’s foremost Jyotirlingas, 
attracts nearly one crore dev-
otees annually due to its rich 
spiritual and civilisational 
heritage. The temple, which 
survived multiple foreign in-
vasions over centuries, has 
regained its glory and is now 
among India’s top 10 most 
searched destinations online.

Under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, who chairs the 
Shri Somnath Trust, the tem-
ple has entered a ‘Suvarna 
Yug’ or golden era over the 
past two decades. 2026 also 
marks a millennium since 
Mahmud of Ghazni’s attack 

in January 1026, underscoring 
its enduring legacy. The tem-
ple is set to celebrate 75 years 
of its inauguration with the 
‘Somnath Swabhimaan Parv’.

Somnath’s grandeur in-
cludes 1,666 gold-plated ka-
lash atop the Shikhar and 
14,200 dhwajas, reflecting 

faith and artistry. Annual ritu-
als draw millions: Bilva Pooja 
saw 13.77 lakh devotees, 
while Maha Shivratri 2025 
alone attracted 3.56 lakh wor-
shippers. The Light and 
Sound Show, launched in 
2003, and the 2025 Vande 
Somnath Kala Mahotsav have 

revived historical traditions 
and cultural performances.

Connectivity upgrades have 
made pilgrimages easier. The 
Jetpur–Somnath four-lane 
highway, Sabarmati–Veraval 
Vande Bharat Express, and 
reopened Keshod Airport, 
along with Rajkot Internation-
al Airport, now provide faster 
access. Somnath’s digital 
presence continues to expand, 
with 1.37 billion social media 
impressions in 2025, enabling 
devotees worldwide to partic-
ipate in rituals through online 
booking and postal prasad. 
The temple remains a living 
example of faith, blending 
tradition and modernity while 
attracting millions each year.

SOMNATH DEVOTION

QUICK READ

Bomb Threat Sparks 
Panic At Rewa Court 

Premises

Bomb Threats Force 
Evacuation Of Three 

Odisha Courts

Hyderabad Police 
Seize Rs 1.24 Crore 

Chinese Manja

REWA
Panic spread across the 

Rewa district court on 
Thursday morning after 

officials received a bomb 
threat via email. The 

court administration im-
mediately alerted the 

district police, prompting 
swift evacuation of the 
building, including law-

yers’ chambers, and 
judges were moved to a 
safe location. Superin-
tendent of Police Vivek 

Singh led a thorough 
search operation. Bomb 
disposal teams and dog 

squads inspected the 
premises, but no suspi-
cious items were found. 

The situation is under 
control.

BHUBANESWAR
Three district courts in 

Odisha—Cuttack, Sam-
balpur, and Deogarh—

were evacuated on 
Thursday after anony-

mous emails threatened 
bomb attacks. Court 

work was suspended im-
mediately, and local po-

lice, bomb disposal 
teams, dog squads, and 
cyber experts conducted 
thorough searches. Odi-

sha Police have in-
creased security at all 

court premises. Director 
General of Police YB 

Khurania said the situa-
tion is under close 

watch, while Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi 
called for a detailed in-

vestigation into the 
threats.

HYDERABAD
Hyderabad police seized 
Chinese Manja worth Rs 
1.24 crore and arrested 

143 people ahead of the 
Sankranti festival. As 
part of a strict crack-

down, authorities regis-
tered 103 cases and 

confiscated 6,226 bob-
bins of the banned kite 
string. Police Commis-

sioner V. C. Sajjanar said 
the ban aims to prevent 
risks to humans, birds, 

and the environment. He 
warned that illegal sales, 
storage, or transport of 
Chinese Manja will face 
strict action, with spe-
cial teams monitoring 

the city.

Owaisi Alleges 
Mosque Property 

Demolished In Delhi
CHHATRAPATI, 
 SAMBHAJINAGAR

 
AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi on Wednesday alleged 
that a portion of a Waqf-
owned property of a mosque 
in Delhi was demolished 
during an anti-encroachment 
drive near Faiz-e-Elahi 
mosque in Ramlila Maidan. 
The drive, on the intervening 
night of Tuesday and Wednes-
day, led to violence with 
stone-pelting injuring five po-
lice personnel, prompting tear 
gas action.

Owaisi blamed the Delhi 
Waqf (Amendment) Act, call-
ing it a “black law” used to 
seize Muslim 
religious proper-
ties. He said the 
D e l h i  H i g h 
Court wrongly 
passed orders on 
the mosque, ig-
noring a 1970 
Gazette notifica-
tion declaring it 
Waqf property, 
and added the 
matter would 
now be taken to 
the  Supreme 
Court.

Addressing a rally for Ch-
hatrapati Sambhajinagar civic 
polls, he urged voters to op-
pose Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, Deputy Chief Min-
isters Eknath Shinde and Ajit 

Pawar, and protect religious 
sites. He emphasized the Con-
stitution’s Preamble, freedom 
of faith, and the right of Mus-
lims to worship Allah, criti-
cizing celebrations that ig-
nored Dr B.R. Ambedkar’s 
principles of liberty.

Maharashtra 
AIMIM presi-
dent Imtiaz Ja-
leel said the 
party faced in-
ternal divisions 
i n  p r ev ious 
elections but 
vowed to fight 
on two fronts 
in the munici-
pal polls. Both 
leaders con-
demned attacks 
o n  A I M I M 
members and 

promised strict action. 
Owaisi added he would per-
sonally visit the affected 
area and stand firm, assert-
ing he would not be intimi-
dated by threats or violence.

AIMIM chief  
Asaduddin Owaisi 
alleged part of  a 

Waqf-owned 
mosque in Delhi 
was demolished, 
calling the Waqf  
Act “black law” 

and promising to 
challenge it in 

court.

Supreme Court Reserves 
Verdict On Justice Varma Plea

The Supreme Court has reserved its judgment on Justice Yashwant 
Varma’s challenge to a parliamentary inquiry’s constitutionality

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day reserved its verdict on a 
plea by Allahabad High Court 
judge Yashwant Varma, who 
is challenging the legality of 
the parliamentary panel inves-
tigating corruption allegations 
against him. A bench of Jus-
tices Dipankar Datta and SC 
Sharma heard senior advo-
cates Mukul Rohatgi and Sid-
dharth Luthra for Varma, 
while Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta represented 
both houses of Parliament.

Varma’s counsel questioned 
the procedure followed in 
forming the panel, citing the 
Judges (Inquiry) Act of 1968, 
which empowers only the Lok 
Sabha Speaker and Rajya 
Sabha Chairman to admit a 
motion for removing a judge. 
Mehta defended the panel’s 
constitution, stating that once 
motions are admitted in both 
houses, the inquiry committee 
is validly constituted. The 

case traces back to March 14, 
when burnt currency notes 
were found at Justice Varma’s 
official residence in New Del-
hi, leading to his repatriation 
from the Delhi High Court to 
the Allahabad High Court. 
Following an in-house inquiry 
by a three-member committee 
appointed by then Chief Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna, Varma 
was found guilty of miscon-
duct. After he declined to re-
sign, the report was forward-
ed to the President and Prime 
Minister, initiating impeach-
ment proceedings.

Subsequently, Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla admitted a 

multi-party motion on August 
12 and formed a three-mem-
ber parliamentary inquiry 
committee comprising Su-
preme Court and High Court 
judges along with a senior 
advocate. Justice Varma has 
challenged the Speaker’s ac-
tion, the admission of the mo-
tion, and all consequential 
notices, arguing the process 
violates the Judges (Inquiry) 
Act and is unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court’s re-
served verdict will decide the 
validity of the parliamentary 
panel and shape the procedure 
for judicial accountability in 
India.

GAUHATI BAR ASSOCIATION BEGINS 
THREE-DAY HUNGER STRIKE PROTEST
GUWAHATI

 
Members of the Gauhati High 
Court Bar Association (GHC-
BA) began a three-day hunger 
strike on Thursday to protest 
the Assam government’s plan to 
relocate the Gauhati High Court 
to North Guwahati. The demon-
stration aims to intensify oppo-
sition to the proposed judicial 
township at Rangmahal. The 
strike is scheduled for six hours 
each day and started at 10 a.m. 
in front of the old High Court 
building in Uzan Bazar. The 
government has proposed a new 
High Court complex within a 

judicial township spanning 129 
bighas (over 42.5 acres) on the 
northern bank of the Brahmapu-
tra River. The foundation stone 
for the project is to be laid on 
Sunday by Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant, an event the 
Bar Association has decided to 
boycott. In a statement, the GH-
CBA described the hunger 
strike as a “peaceful and demo-
cratic expression” of its opposi-
tion to moving the principal 
seat from central Guwahati. 
The association said its general 
body has consistently opposed 
the relocation in formal resolu-
tions and a member referen-

dum. Advocates have been 
urged to respect the collective 
decision and refrain from at-
tending the ceremony. The As-
sam Cabinet approved Rs 479 
crore in November for the first 
phase of the judicial township. 
Officials say the relocation is 
part of a broader Brahmaputra 
riverfront development, requir-
ing the current High Court 
land at Uzan Bazar. Currently, 
the Gauhati High Court oper-
ates from a historic building 
and a modern complex across 
Mahatma Gandhi Road, con-
nected by an underground 
tunnel with escalators.

Indian Agencies Warn 
Rising Exfiltration 

From Kashmir Regions
NEW DELHI

 
Indian intelligence agen-
cies have flagged a re-
newed attempt to lure peo-
ple from Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) into Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) and Pakistan. Offi-
cials say such exfiltration 
was widespread in the 
1990s and is now resurfac-
ing in targeted areas.

Recently, Poonch Police 
attached properties of Pa-
kistan-based terror han-
dlers Rafiq Nai and Jamal 
Lone. Both are accused of 
aiding infiltration and per-
suading locals to move 
into PoK and Pakistan. 
Lone, who had previously 
crossed over, is said to be 
involved in anti-India ac-
tivities. Officials noted 
that Pakistan wants more 
J&K locals in PoK for 
roles including narcotics 
smuggling and guiding ter-
rorists into J&K.

The Intelligence Bureau 
observed that propaganda 
is being spread through 
mosque announcements 
and social media, promis-

ing money and better live-
lihoods to lure youth. 
While the scale is smaller 
than in the 1990s, officials 
warned that these efforts 
could become serious if 
not checked. Many past 
crossovers later regretted 
their decision, and India 
has facilitated their safe 
return through rehabilita-
tion programs.

Following the Pahalgam 
t e r ro r  a t t ack ,  Ind ia 
launched Operation Sin-
door, curbing infiltration 
from Pakistan. The ISI has 
since shifted to using 
home-grown terror mod-
ules  and local  Over 
Ground Workers (OGWs), 
including women. Current 
attempts are mainly in the 
Poonch-Rajouri sector, 
where locals’ knowledge 
of terrain makes them ide-
al terror guides. Agencies 
have intensified crack-
downs on such elements, 
including property sei-
zures. Officials said the 
action is expected to con-
tinue, aiming to stop exfil-
tration and disrupt ISI’s 
wider plans.

J&K Govt To 
Adjust Medical 

Students Via 
Supernumerary 

Seats
JAMMU

 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Thursday said the government 
will accommodate students 
affected by the closure of Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Medical 
College by adjusting them in 
other institutions through su-
pernumerary seats, ensuring 
their education does not suf-
fer. Abdullah said the affected 
students had cleared the 
NEET examination lawfully 
and deserved placement. “It is 
our legal responsibility to ac-
commodate them. We will 
adjust them by creating super-
numerary seats in colleges 
close to their homes,” he add-
ed. Supernumerary seats are 
additional seats over the in-
take approved by authorities.

Abdullah acknowledged the 
long-term impact of shutting 
down the medical college. 
“Out of 50 seats, 40 were tak-
en by Muslim students and 
objections were raised. 

If the college had expanded 
to 400–500 seats, hundreds 
more students from Jammu 
could have benefited,” he 
said. He also criticized politi-
cal opposition, saying, “Aspi-
rants across the country strug-
gle to secure medical seats. 
We received a fully built col-
lege and yet got it shut down 
due to protests.”

Addressing inspections by 
the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC), Abdullah 
questioned the university  
authorities.

Delhi demolition drive violence: Six more 
held; total arrests now stand at 11

NEW DELHI
 

A day after a court-ordered an-
ti-encroachment drive trig-
gered clashes and stone-pelt-
ing in central Delhi’s Turkman 
Gate area, six more arrests 
have been made in connection 
with the violence, which left 
police personnel injured.The 
total number of arrests made 
in the matter now stands at 11, 
including the apprehension of 
a juvenile.Those arrested on 
Thursday have been identified 
as, Afaan, Adil, Shahnawaz, 
Hamza, Atharr and Ubed, all 
are residents of the Turkman 
Gate area."We have arrested 
six more people. So far total of 
11 people, including one juve-

nile, have been apprehended," 
Additional Commissioner of 
Police (Central) Nidhin Valsan 
told. He said that adequate de-
ployment of police personnel 
and paramilitary forces has 
been made in the area to main-
tain law and order and prevent 
any untoward incident. Offi-
cers are closely monitoring the 
situation, he added.An anti-en-
croachment drive near the 
Faiz-e-Elahi mosque in Delhi's 
Ramlila Maidan area on the 
intervening night of Tuesday 
and Wednesday triggered vio-
lence as many people pelted 
stones at police personnel, in-
juring five of them, including 
the area's station house officer.

Trouble brewed when a so-

cial media post claimed the 
mosque, opposite the Turkman 
Gate, was being demolished 
during the anti-encroachment 
drive, and people started gath-
ering there, police sources 
said.They claimed that 150 to 
200 people were involved in 
the pelting of stones and glass 
bottles at the police and Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) workers.MCD Deputy 
Commissioner Kumar Kumar 
had said around 36,000 square 
feet of encroached area was 
cleared during the drive. A di-
agnostic centre, a banquet hall 
and two boundary walls were 
demolished during the drive 
that went on through the night, 
Kumar had said.

I Campaigned to Make Modi PM, He 
is Out to Finish My Party: Uddhav
Shiv Sena leader alleges PM Modi betrayed him after elections and is now 

systematically undermining the party’s organisation and political foundations
MUMBAI

 
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray on Thursday 
launched a sharp attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, claiming that despite 
campaigning for him in the 
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections, the BJP leader is 
now attempting to destroy his 
party.

Thackeray said he felt both 
sad and angry over the turn of 
events. “I am sad and angry 
that I campaigned for Modi ji 
in 2014 and 2019. Even after 
helping him twice, he broke 
my party,” he said, referring 
to the split in the Shiv Sena 
and the subsequent political 
developments in Maharashtra.

Thackeray said he had 
openly supported Modi’s 
prime ministerial candidature 
in the past and urged people 
to back him. “I was saying 
that he should be made the 

prime minister. Now, he is 
saying that I should be fin-
ished,” the Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader remarked, adding that 
people have begun to recog-
nise this contradiction.

He further alleged that the 
BJP ha rbours  an  “o ld 
dream” of separating Mum-
bai from Maharashtra, a 

charge the party has consis-
tently denied in the past. Ac-
cording to Thackeray, the 
BJP believes it has weak-
ened the Shiv Sena follow-
ing recent political and legal 
setbacks. “They think Bala-
saheb Thackeray is no lon-
ger there and that they have 
finished the Sena on paper. 

But they cannot finish it on 
the ground,” he asserted.

Recalling the period when 
Shiv Sena founder Balasaheb 
Thackeray was alive, Uddhav 
said the BJP’s conduct was 
different then. “You must 
have seen that till 2012, when 
Balasaheb was there, they 
were ‘seedhey’ (straight),” he 
said, suggesting that political 
behaviour has deteriorated 
since.

When asked whom he holds 
responsible for what he de-
scribed as falling standards in 
politics, Thackeray avoided 
naming an individual. “More 
than a person, it would be the 
behaviour — like the be-
haviour of the BJP,” he said.

His remarks come amid 
shifting political equations in 
Maharashtra, including recent 
announcements of alliances 
and renewed debates over the 
future of regional parties in 
the state’s political landscape.
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Vietnam warns of 
prolonged dengue 

fever outbreak

Mongolia sees  
surge in measles  

cases

Another journalist 
held under Peca  

sent to prison

Hanoi
Vietnam’s Ministry of Health 
has warned of a complicat-
ed dengue situation and the 
risk of a prolonged outbreak, 
a Agency reported on Thurs-

day. The country recorded 
more than 181,000 dengue 
fever cases in 2025, includ-

ing 36 fatalities, the ministry 
said. Nguyen Trong Khoa, 

deputy director of the minis-
try’s Department of Medical 
Service Administration, cau-

tioned that the outbreak 
could extend into 2026.  He 
said localities must not be 

complacent and should pre-
pare dengue prevention and 
control measures for 2026. 
Dengue (break-bone fever) 

is a viral infection that is 
spread from mosquitoes to 
people. It is more common 
in tropical and subtropical 

than in temperate climates.

Ulan Bator
Mongolia’s measles tally 

surged to 13,861 after 8 new 
local infections were report-
ed in the past 24 hours, the 
country’s National Centre 

for Communicable Diseases 
(NCCD) said on Thursday. 

More than half of new mea-
sles infections were among 

school-age children who 
have had only one shot of 
the measles vaccine, the 

NCCD said in a statement. 
In this regard, the NCCD 

suggested that parents pro-
tect their children from a 

potentially severe disease 
by getting them two doses 

of the measles vaccine. 
Measles is a highly conta-
gious disease caused by a 

virus. It spreads easily when 
an infected person breathes, 

coughs or sneezes. It can 
cause severe disease, com-
plications, and even death.

Islamabad
A Pakistani magistrate has 
sent journalist Muhammad 
Aslam Shah to prison on ju-
dicial remand a day after he 
was arrested by National Cy-

ber Crime Investigation 
Agency (NCCIA) in a case 

lodged under the Prevention 
of Electronic Crimes Act 

(Peca) 2025, local media re-
ported on Thursday. The 

case was registered against 
Shah on December 29 after 
Tabish Raza Husnain, said to 
be an official of Karachi Wa-
ter and Sewerage Corpora-
tion (KWSC), filed a com-
plaint against him under 

Section 20 (offences against 
the dignity of a natural per-
son) and Section 24 (cyber-
stalking) of Peca, Pakistan’s 
leading daily Dawn reported.

SC Ousts Two Ruling Party Lawmakers 
Over Election Law Violations

SEOUL

Two lawmakers belonging to 
South Korea’s ruling Demo-
cratic Party (DP) lost their 
parliamentary seats on Thurs-
day after the Supreme Court 
of South Korea upheld lower 
court rulings finding them 
guilty of violating election-re-
lated laws.

The top court confirmed a 
fine of 7 million won (ap-
proximately $4,800) against 
Representative Yi Byeong-jin 
for underreporting his assets 
during the April 2024 parlia-
mentary elections, in which 
he won a seat in the National 
Assembly. Under South Kore-
an law, any lawmaker con-
victed of breaching the Public 
Official Election Act and sen-
tenced to a fine of 1 million 
won or more automatically 
loses their seat.

Yi was indicted in October 

2024 for failing to declare 
several assets during his elec-
tion campaign. Prosecutors 
said the omissions included 
approximately 70 million won 
worth of stocks and details 
related to land he owned in 
the central city of Asan, 
which had been used as col-
lateral for loans. Yi was also 
accused of omitting his name 
from official records when 
jointly purchasing the Asan 
land with an acquaintance in 
2018.

In addition to the election 
law violation, the Supreme 
Court upheld a separate fine 

of 5 million won against Yi 
for breaching the Act on Real 
Name Financial Transactions 
and Confidentiality, which 
mandates the use of real 
names in all financial deal-
ings. The combined rulings 
made Yi ineligible to retain 
his parliamentary mandate.

In a separate case, the court 
upheld a lower court ruling 
involving Representative Shin 
Yeong-dae, resulting in his 
removal from office. The de-
cision stemmed from the con-
viction of Shin’s former cam-
paign manager, surnamed 
Kang, who was sentenced to 
one year in prison, suspended 
for two years, along with 120 
hours of community service.

By law, a lawmaker’s elec-
tion is invalidated if their 
campaign manager receives a 
prison term or a fine of 3 mil-
lion won or more for elec-
tion-related offenses. 

ELECTION LAW FALLOUT
SU DO KU

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Islamist-Backed Panel Sweeps 
Jagannath University Union Polls
An Islamist-backed student panel secured a decisive victory in Jagannath 

University elections, triggering political debate and opposition protests.

JSMM Chairman 
Shafi Burfat Accuses 
Pakistan Military of 

Masking Failures 

Sindhi nationalist leader 
Shafi Burfat sharply 
criticised Pakistan’s 

military, accusing it of  
institutionalised 
deception and 

repression.

S. Korea Moves to Disband 
Defence Counterintelligence 

Command After Martial  
Law Controversy

SEOUL

South Korea’s defence min-
istry has announced plans to 
seek the dissolution of the 
Defence Counterintelligence 
Command, a powerful mili-
tary unit embroiled in con-
troversy over former Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol’s failed 
attempt to impose martial 
law in December 2024. If 
completed, the move would 
bring an end to the com-
mand after 49 years of oper-
ation, marking the first time 
it has been fully dismantled 
since its establishment in 
1977.

According to officials the 
command is suspected of 
having played a central role 
in the short-lived martial 
law bid. Its former com-
mander is currently standing 
trial for allegedly deploying 
troops to the National As-
sembly and the National 
Election Commission on the 
night the emergency mea-
sure was declared. The al-
leged deployment has raised 
serious concerns about the 
misuse of military intelli-
gence units in domestic po-
litical affairs.

The Defence Counterintel-
ligence Command has long 
been criticised for its out-
sized influence within South 
Korea’s military and politi-
cal system. Over the de-
cades, it has been renamed 

several times under different 
administrations in response 
to public scrutiny and re-
form demands. However, 
despite these changes, the 
core structure and functions 
of the organisation have re-
mained intact until now. The 
current proposal represents 
the most far-reaching reform 
of military counterintelli-
gence since the country’s 
democratisation.

Hong Hyun-ik, chief of a 
special reform committee 
tasked with reviewing the 
command, said the panel had 
advised a constructive dis-
mantling of the organisation. 
We have advised the dis-
mantling of the Defence 
Counterintelligence Com-
mand and the transfer or re-
moval of its existing func-
tions, such as security inves-
tigations, counterintelli-
gence and security audits, 
Hong said during a briefing.

The committee, which in-
cludes military officers, gov-
ernment officials and civil-
ian experts, also recom-
mended the creation of a 
new, more narrowly defined 
organisation. According to 
Hong, this proposed body 
would specialise in counter-
intelligence, counterterror-
ism, and intelligence related 
to the defence and arms in-
dustry, with stricter over-
sight mechanisms to prevent 
political misuse.

Islamist alliance in 
turmoil as Jamaat, 

Islami Andolan 
clash over seats

DHAKA

As Bangladesh heads towards 
the February election, the task 
of finalising a seat-sharing ar-
rangement has become in-
creasingly complicated within 
the radical Islamist party Ja-
maat-e-Islami-led alliance, 
deepening uncertainty within 
the newly announced coali-
tion, local media reported on 
Thursday. Both Jammat and 
Islami Andolan Bangladesh 
are reportedly fielding candi-
dates in over 240 overlapping 
constituencies.

Jamaat and Islami Andolan 
two of the largest Islamist 
groups in the country had been 
engaged in talks for over three 
months to consolidate Islamist 
votes under an alliance of eight 
predominantly Islamist parties.

Despite extended negotia-
tions, the talks failed just 
short of the December 29, 
2025, nomination deadline, 
prompting both parties to sub-
mit nominations in hundreds 
of seats, triggering turmoil 
within the alliance.

According to the Election 
Commission data, Jamaat 
filed nominations in 276 seats 
on the final day, while Islami 
Andolan submitted nomina-
tion papers in 268 seats.

The data revealed that Ja-
maat and Islami Andolan can-
didates are set to contest 
against each other in at least 
240 constituencies nationwide, 
including seats contested by 
senior leaders of the parties.

Reports suggest that the 
Chattogram district has the 
highest overlap, with 49 con-
stituencies featuring rival can-
didates from the two parties.

Namal Rajapaksa Emphasises 
India’s Central Role 

COLOMBO

Sri Lankan Member of Parlia-
ment Namal Rajapaksa on 
Thursday underlined the im-
portance of India’s leadership 
in maintaining long-term 
peace and stability across the 
South Asian region, calling 
for deeper regional coopera-
tion amid evolving global and 
regional security challenges.

In a detailed post on social 
media platform X, Rajapaksa 
said South Asia is witnessing 
an increasingly complex secu-
rity environment that de-
mands collective action. He 
noted that recent global devel-
opments, combined with in-
ternal political instability in 
several South Asian nations, 
have heightened the urgency 
for coordinated regional re-
sponses. According to him, 
India is uniquely positioned to 
play a central role in fostering 
unity and cooperation among 
neighbouring countries.

Rajapaksa pointed out that 
in recent years, countries such 
as Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri 

Lanka have experienced peri-
ods of political turmoil 
marked by public unrest, 
leadership transitions, and in-
stitutional uncertainty. He al-
leged that, at times, such dis-
ruptions were encouraged or 
exploited by extremist ele-
ments, posing serious risks to 
democratic stability and re-
gional security.

Addressing these 
challenges requires a 
collective commitment 
to counter extremism, 
prevent political vio-
lence, and safeguard minority 
rights, Rajapaksa wrote. He 
stressed that fragmented re-
sponses are insufficient in the 
face of shared threats, adding 
that South Asia must develop 
greater regional coherence to 
withstand emerging crises and 
respond effectively to com-
mon challenges.

Emphasising India’s role, 
Rajapaksa said New Delhi’s 
political weight, economic 
capacity, and diplomatic in-
fluence place it at the centre 
of any meaningful regional 

security framework. He ar-
gued that India’s leadership is 
essential not only for crisis 
management but also for 
shaping a long-term vision of 
stability, democratic resil-
ience, and inclusive growth 
across South Asia.

The Sri Lankan MP also 
drew attention to upcoming 

elections in Bangla-
desh and Nepal, de-
scribing them as a 
hopeful opportunity 
to reaffirm democrat-
ic legitimacy through 

free and fair electoral process-
es. He said credible elections 
in these countries would 
strengthen public trust in 
democratic institutions and 
contribute positively to the 
region’s overall security envi-
ronment.

With aligned goals focused 
on growth and stability, South 
Asia as a whole can project 
greater influence internation-
ally, Rajapaksa noted, adding 
that regional unity remains 
crucial for long-term peace 
and coherence.

BERLIN

Shafi Burfat, Chairman of the 
Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz 
(JSMM), has launched a 
strong attack on the Pakistani 
military establishment, accus-
ing it of shielding its own in-
competence by repeatedly 
blaming neighbouring coun-
tries for Pakistan’s internal 
crises.

In a series of remarks 
shared on social media plat-
form X, Burfat said that state-
ments issued by the military’s 
media wing, Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), tar-
geting India and Afghanistan, 
reflect not the behaviour of a 
responsible state institution 
but what he described as deep 
psychological insecurity with-
in Pakistan’s power structure.

According to Burfat, the 
Pakistani military has, over 
decades, normalised false-
hood as an instrument of gov-
ernance. He alleged that ISPR 
functions as a narrative indus-
try designed to conceal what 
he termed systemic failures, 
including political manipula-
tion, economic exploitation, 
enforced disappearances, and 
the militarisation of society. 
One lie inevitably breeds an-
other, Burfat wrote, adding 
that the military’s communi-
cation strategy is aimed at 
misleading both domestic au-
diences and the international 
community.

The Sindhi leader further 
accused the Pakistan Armed 
Forces of reducing the state to 
what he called a captive enti-
ty, claiming that politics, me-
dia, the judiciary, and the 
economy are all held hostage 
by military interests. He al-
leged that corruption has hol-
lowed out national institu-
tions, pointing to unaccount-
able defence budgets, vast 

real-estate ventures, and 
sprawling business empires 
controlled by military-linked 
entities. In his statement, Bur-
fat described the armed forces 
not as a professional national 
institution, but as a corporate 
cartel in uniform.

Burfat also highlighted 
what he characterised as sys-
tematic brutality by the Paki-
stani military against unarmed 
civilians across different re-
gions of the country. He 
claimed that communities 
such as Sindhis, Baloch, and 
Pashtuns have borne the brunt 
of repression, while those re-
sponsible continue to evade 
accountability at the interna-
tional level.

The comments come amid 
growing criticism from na-
tionalist and rights groups re-
garding the military’s domi-
nant role in Pakistan’s politi-
cal and economic life. While 
the Pakistani military has 
consistently rejected such al-
legations, Burfat’s remarks 
underline the persistence of 
dissenting voices that chal-
lenge the official narrative 
promoted by ISPR and the 
state.

Sri Lankan lawmaker Namal Rajapaksa highlighted India’s leadership 
as vital for regional cooperation and South Asia’s lasting stability.

DHAKA

The just-concluded Central 
Students Union elections at 
Jagannath University have de-
livered a sweeping mandate to 
Odommo Jobian Oikko, a 
panel backed by the student 
wing of the radical Islamist 
party Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami 
Chhatra Shibir. According to 
local media reports published 
on Thursday, the panel se-
cured an overwhelming 16 
out of 21 posts in the Jagan-
nath University Central Stu-
dents Union (JnUCSU), in-
cluding all top positions.

The victorious panel cap-
tured the influential posts of 
Vice-President (VP), General 
Secretary (GS), and Assistant 
General Secretary (AGS), 
consolidating its dominance 
in the student body. The re-
sults were officially an-
nounced in the early hours of 
Thursday by JnUCSU Chief 

Election Commissioner Mo-
stafa Hasan, as reported by 
leading Bengali daily Proth-
om Alo.

Riazul Islam of the Odom-
mo Jobian Oikko panel won 
the Vice-President’s post with 
5,558 votes, defeating AKM 
Rakib of the Chhatra Dal-
backed Oikkoboddho Nirbhik 
Jobian panel, who polled 
4,688 votes. Abdul Alim Arif 
secured the General Secretary 
position with 5,475 votes, 
comfortably ahead of Chhatra 

Dal-backed candidate Khad-
izatul Kubra, who received 
2,023 votes. Masud Rana won 
the Assistant General Secre-
tary post with 5,020 votes, 
defeating Atikul Islam Tanzil, 
who secured 4,022 votes.

The opposition alliance, 
backed by the student wing of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) and the Gono 
Odhikar Parishad’s Chhatra 
Odhikar Parishad, managed to 
win only five posts, under-
scoring the scale of the Isla-

mist-backed panel’s victory.
This outcome follows a 

broader trend across Bangla-
deshi campuses. Islami Chha-
tra Shibir-backed candidates 
have recently dominated stu-
dent and hall union elections 
at several major universities, 
including Dhaka University, 
Jahangirnagar University, Ra-
jshahi University, and Chit-
tagong University. The group 
had earlier also dominated the 
first-ever JnUCSU election.

However, the results have 
not been without controversy. 
In September last year, sever-
al student leaders rejected the 
Dhaka University Central 
Students’ Union (DUCSU) 
election outcome, alleging a 
planned fraud after Shi-
bir-backed candidates swept 
key posts. Similar allegations 
resurfaced during the Jagan-
nath University polls, with 
multiple candidates claiming 
electoral irregularities.

Iran’s Judiciary Warns of No Leniency as Protests Intensify
TEHRAN

Iran’s top judicial authority, 
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei, 
has warned of zero leniency 
for anyone accused of aiding 
enemies of the Islamic Re-
public as Iran faces its most 
intense protests in nearly 
three years. Speaking to state 
media, he alleged the unrest 
was fuelled by foreign actors, 

specifically the United States 
and Israel, and said those in-
volved in riots or public dis-
order would be punished 
without exception.

The warning follows re-
marks by US President Don-
ald Trump, who said Wash-
ington would intervene if 
peaceful protesters were 
killed, and comments by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-

min Netanyahu supporting 
Iranian demonstrators. The 
protests began last month in 
Tehran’s Grand Bazaar over 
the collapsing rial and have 
since spread nationwide, driv-
en by economic hardship, 
sanctions, unemployment, and 
public discontent. Army chief 
Amir Hatami also warned of 
decisive military responses to 
foreign threats.
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Hardeep Singh Puri Defends India’s Democratic Debate
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri on Thursday as-
serted that while India’s de-
mocracy thrives on debate 
and criticism, it does not ben-
efit from what he described as 
motivated fatalism propagated 
by certain so-called experts. 
In a strongly worded post on 
social media platform X, Puri 
said that sections of commen-
tary appear to be guided more 
by political bias than academ-
ic rigour or factual scrutiny.

As we step into 2026, pub-
lic debate in India should be-

gin with a little New Year 
discipline, not by packaging 
insinuations, assumptions and 
shoot-and-scoot assertions as 
economic analysis, the minis-
ter wrote. He argued that in 
recent years, a distinct genre 
of commentary has emerged 
that reduces complex reform 
processes to caricatures and 
treats every imperfect transi-
tion as evidence of permanent 
failure.

Puri said the criticism often 
follows a familiar pattern, 
making sweeping claims that 
India’s official data sets are 
unreliable, that economic 

growth does not benefit the 
poor, that crony capitalism 
dominates policymaking, or 
that India lacks the capacity 

to manufacture at scale. The 
refrain is familiar and sweep-
ing, he observed, adding that 
such claims, when examined 
closely, do not withstand 
scrutiny of facts.

Referring to the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the minister said India 
has consciously chosen the 
harder path of execution rath-
er than short-term populism. 
According to Puri, the out-
comes of this approach are 
visible not only in audited 
economic indicators but also 
in the lived experiences of 
households across the coun-

try. He argued that these tan-
gible results will endure far 
longer than narratives rooted 
in pessimism.

Puri emphasised that scruti-
ny and even sharp criticism 
are essential in a democratic 
republic, but insisted that such 
arguments must be grounded 
in responsibility and evidence. 
A republic of over 1.4 billion 
people cannot be reformed by 
cynicism, he said, noting that 
progress in areas such as em-
ployment generation, produc-
tivity, exports, and social in-
clusion is inherently complex 
and gradual.

MOTIVATED FATALISM CRITICISED

QUICK READ
UIDAI launches Aadhaar 

mascot ‘Udai’ to simplify 
public communication

Sensex, Nifty end lower 
as India-US trade tension 

fears spook investors

AI hype reversal could 
bring back FIIs to India 

creating huge upside

New Delhi
The Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI) 

on Thursday launched 
the Aadhaar mascot -- a 

new resident-facing 
communication com-

panion to simplify public 
understanding of 

Aadhaar services. The 
Aadhaar mascot named 
‘Udai’ will be helpful in 

making Aadhaar-related 
information more relata-
ble, and people-friendly, 
said the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT. Bhuvnesh 
Kumar, CEO, UIDAI said 

that by inviting people for 
designing and naming 

this mascot through an 
open national competi-
tion, UIDAI reaffirmed a 

core principle of Aadhaar: 
participation builds trust 

and acceptance. 

Mumbai
Indian equity markets wit-
nessed their sharpest fall 
in a month on Thursday 

as benchmark indices ex-
tended losses for the 

fourth straight session, 
weighed down by rising 
concerns over India–US 
trade tensions. Investor 
sentiment turned cau-
tious after reports sug-

gested that the adminis-
tration of US President 

Donald Trump could con-
sider imposing steep tar-
iffs of up to 500 per cent 

on Indian goods. The pos-
sibility of such harsh trade 
measures triggered wide-
spread selling across sec-

tors, leading to broad-
based risk aversion in the 

market.

New Delhi
A reversal of the artificial 

intelligence (AI) hype 
could bring India back into 

focus for large global in-
vestors, a report said on 

Thursday. The report from 
Bay Capital said much of 
the global AI infrastruc-

ture build out is debt 
funded, echoing risks last 
seen in the telecom fibre 
boom. It also cited a find-
ing that despite $30–40 

billion in enterprise in-
vestment into generative 
AI, 95 per cent of organi-
sations are getting zero 

return. India’s market 
composition viewed to-
day as a disadvantage in 
the AI-obsessed invest-

ment landscape may 
prove optimal when the 

AI hype ends.
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Mundra Port Makes History as India’s 
First to Berth Fully Laden VLCC

Adani Ports’ Mundra Port achieved a milestone by berthing India’s first crude carrier.
AHMEDABAD

In a landmark development 
for India’s maritime and ener-
gy infrastructure, Adani Ports 
and Special Economic Zone 
Ltd (APSEZ) on Thursday an-
nounced the successful berth-
ing of India’s first-ever fully 
laden Very Large Crude Car-
rier (VLCC) at Mundra Port 
in Gujarat. The achievement 
marks a transformational mo-
ment in the country’s crude 
oil logistics and strengthens 
India’s position on the global 
maritime and energy map.

The vessel, Mt New Re-
nown, carrying a total cargo 
capacity of 3.3 lakh cubic me-
tres of crude oil, docked di-
rectly at Mundra’s VLCC 
berth at full load. With this 
operation, Mundra became 
the first port in India capable 
of handling a fully laden 
VLCC directly at a jetty, a 

feat achieved by only a limit-
ed number of ports worldwide 
due to the extreme draft, dis-
placement, and advanced in-
frastructure such vessels  
require.

According to APSEZ, the 
berthing operation was exe-
cuted under challenging ma-
rine conditions, including 
strong currents, high winds, 
and demanding sea states. The 
successful handling of the 

vessel highlighted the opera-
tional expertise, coordination, 
and technical capability of the 
APSEZ marine team and port 
management. The company 
described the event as a 
demonstration of world-class 
port operations and safety 
standards.

A key strategic advantage 
of Mundra Port’s VLCC capa-
bility is its seamless connec-
tivity to the HPCL Rajasthan 

Refinery at Barmer. A 489-ki-
lometre crude oil pipeline 
links the port directly to the 
refinery, one of India’s most 
important refining assets. This 
direct connection significantly 
enhances India’s energy secu-
rity by enabling efficient 
large-scale crude imports, im-
proving supply chain resil-
ience, and supporting eco-
nomic growth across Gujarat 
and Rajasthan.

The ability to berth fully 
laden VLCCs directly at the 
jetty represents a major shift 
away from traditional off-
shore Single Point Moorings 
(SPMs) or lightering opera-
tions, which were previously 
required for such large ves-
sels. Eliminating these inter-
mediary processes allows for 
safer, faster, and more cost-ef-
fective crude handling, while 
reducing operational risks and 
turnaround times.

Japan Lodges 
Diplomatic Protest  

Over China’s Drilling 
Rigs in East China Sea
TOKYO

Japan has formally lodged a 
diplomatic protest with China 
over the operation of mobile 
drilling rigs in contested wa-
ters of the East China Sea, 
according to Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Japan. Tokyo 
said the rigs were operating 
on the Chinese side of the Ja-
pan–China median line, an 
area that remains highly sen-
sitive due to unresolved mar-
itime and resource disputes 
between the two neighbours.

The protest was submitted 
through diplomatic channels 
last Friday after the Japan 
Coast Guard issued a naviga-
tion warning regarding the 
movement of Chinese vessels 
in the area. Japanese officials 
bel ieve the  act iv i ty  is  
linked to exploratory drilling 
for a new natural gas field, a 
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  h a s  
raised concerns in Tokyo 
about unilateral resource  
exploitation.

The East China Sea has 
long been a flashpoint in Ja-
pan–China relations. Al-
though the drilling rigs are 
reportedly operating on Chi-
na’s side of the median line 
that separates the two coun-
tries’ claimed exclusive eco-
nomic zones (EEZs), Japan 
maintains that such actions 
undermine earlier bilateral 
agreements and could affect 
shared resources beneath the 
seabed.

In 2008, Tokyo and Beijing 
reached an agreement to 
jointly develop gas fields in 

the East China Sea as a con-
fidence-building measure. 
However, Japan has repeat-
edly accused China of con-
structing multiple drilling 
facilities on its side of the 
median line without mutual 
consent. Tokyo argues that 
unilateral development con-
tradicts the spirit of the joint 
development agreement and 
risks escalating regional  
tensions.

The latest dispute comes 
amid already strained bilater-
al ties. Earlier this month, 
China’s Ministry of Com-
merce of China announced an 
immediate ban on exports of 
all dual-use items to Japan, 
citing national security con-
cerns. Dual-use items include 
goods, software, and technol-
ogies intended for civilian use 
but which can also be repur-
posed for military applica-
tions. Japan criticised the 
move as excessive and dam-
aging to economic and tech-
nological cooperation.

Japan has protested 
China’s offshore 

drilling activity in the 
East China Sea, 

reviving long-standing 
maritime tensions.

BMW Group India 
clocks highest-ever 
car sales of 18,001 

units in 2025
NEW DELHI

BMW Group India on Thurs-
day delivered its best-ever 
annual performance in 2025, 
recording highest car sales of 
18,001 units, a strong 14 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY) 
growth that outpaced the av-
erage growth rate of India’s 
luxury car segment. The ro-
bust performance highlights 
rising demand for BMW and 
MINI vehicles despite a chal-
lenging and competitive mar-
ket environment.

Out of the total sales, BMW 
accounted for 17,271 units, 
while MINI sold 730 cars 
during the year. In addition, 
BMW Motorrad delivered 
5,841 motorcycles in 2025, 

the company 
said.

The com-
pany a l so 
posted i ts 
highest-ever 
q u a r t e r l y 
performance 

in the October–December pe-
riod, with Q4 car sales touch-
ing 6,023 units, up 17 per cent 
from a year ago. BMW Group 
India said it has now deliv-
ered record sales for four con-
secutive years, supported by 
strong brand loyalty and 
growing aspiration among In-
dian luxury car buyers.

Every month and every 
quarter in 2025 saw the com-
pany post its best-ever sales 
numbers, with growth consis-
tently higher than the overall 
luxury segment. The company 
sold 3,753 electric vehicles in 
2025, marking a sharp 200 
per cent jump over the previ-
ous year.

India’s data centre capacity 
more than doubled

NEW DELHI

India’s data centre capacity 
additions more than doubled 
in 2025, reaching 387 MW IT 
from 191 MW IT added in 
2024 thus marking a robust 
year-on-year growth of 103 
per cent, a report showed on 
Thursday. On the demand 
side, data centre absorption 
rose to 427 MW IT in 2025 
from 407 MW IT in the previ-
ous year, registering a 5 per 
cent annual increase.

Mumbai and Chennai led 
absorption, together account-
ing for 70 per cent of the total 
at 427 MW IT, driven by hy-
perscalers amid rising cloud 
adoption, AI workloads, 5G 
rollout, and IoT demand, ac-
cording to Savills India’s new 
report.

The market is projected to 
triple to over 4 GW IT by 
2030, growing at a CAGR of 
23 per cent. MW IT capacity 
refers to the electrical power 
(Megawatts) a data centre fa-
cility can provide for its IT 
equipment. Capacity addi-
tions surged 103 per cent 

year-on-year to 387 MW IT 
from 191 MW IT in 2024, 
pushing operational stock to 
1,520 MW IT — a 34 per cent 
increase — led by Mumbai 
(34 per cent supply share), 
Delhi-NCR (20 per cent), and 
Chennai (19 per cent).

Hyperscale data centres 
dominate growth fuelled by 
global hyperscalers, domestic 
cloud players, and institution-
al investors, while enterprise 
colocation sustains demand 
alongside edge data centres in 
Tier 2 and 3 cities, said the 
report.

Emerging markets like Vi-
sakhapatnam, Kolkata (48 per 
cent CAGR projected), and 
Hyderabad (44 per cent 
CAGR) gain momentum from 
policy support, cost advantag-
es, undersea cables, and 
low-latency needs for 5G/IoT.

Hindustan Zinc shares 
crash over 6 pc, stock 

hits six-month low
MUMBAI

Hindustan Zinc shares came 
under heavy selling pressure 
on Thursday, as the stock fell 
more than 6 per cent to Rs 
588.35 on the NSE. This 
marked its steepest sin-
gle-day fall in the last six 
months. The sharp decline 
was largely driven by a sud-
den correction in silver pric-
es, which dampened investor 
sentiment across the metal 
sector after a strong rally last 
year.

The sell-off was not limit-
ed to one stock, as the entire 
metal pack traded in the red 
during the session. The Nifty 
Metal index slipped around 
3.5 per cent, with Hindustan 
Zinc emerging as the biggest 
laggard among its peers.

The stock opened lower at 
Rs 623 and continued to slide 
through the day, hitting its 
lowest level since June 18. 
With Thursday’s fall, Hindu-
stan Zinc has now lost about 
8.5 per cent in just two trad-
ing sessions.

The decline has also wiped 
out its early 2026 gains, 
pushing the stock down near-
ly 3.4 per cent so far this 
month. The weakness in sil-
ver prices is a key concern 
for the company, as silver 
plays a major role in its  
earnings.

Silver contributed around 

41 per cent to Hindustan 
Zinc’s earnings before inter-
est and taxes in the first half 
of FY26, compared with 
about 28 per cent in FY23. 
Any  sus ta ined  fa l l  i n  
silver prices could therefore 
have a direct impact on  
the company’s operating  
performance.

Silver prices, which had 
powered Hindustan Zinc 
shares to a strong 38 per cent 
rally in 2025, have cooled off 
sharply in recent sessions 
due to profit booking. Inves-
tors are also staying cautious 
ahead of important US eco-
nomic  da ta  tha t  could  
influence the interest rate 
outlook of the US Federal 
Reserve.

On the domestic front, sil-
ver futures for March deliv-
ery on MCX fell by another 
Rs 10,000 per kilogram on 
Thursday to an intra-day low 
of Rs 240,605.

Move aims to simplify regulations, allow flexibility, strengthen investor 
protection, and improve ease of doing business

SEBI Overhauls Stockbroker Rules, Replaces 
1992 Regulations to Ease Compliance

MUMBAI

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has 
comprehensively revamped 
its stockbroker regulations, 
replacing the three-decade-old 
1992 framework with a sim-
plified and modern regulatory 
structure. The overhaul is 
aimed at improving ease of 
compliance and ease of doing 
business while ensuring stron-
ger investor protection and 
better risk management.

The new regulations feature 
simplified language, clearer 
definitions, and the removal 
of outdated and repetitive pro-
visions. SEBI has reduced the 
regulatory text from 59 pages 
to 29 and nearly halved the 
word count, making the 
framework easier to read and 
understand. Several obsolete 
references, including those 
related to physical share de-
livery, the Forward Market 
Commission, and sub-bro-
kers, have been removed.

A key change allows stock-
brokers to undertake activities 

regulated by other financial 
authorities such as the RBI, 
IRDAI, PFRDA, IFSCA, the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 
and the IBBI, subject to condi-
tions. These activities will be 
governed by the respective 
regulators, ensuring clarity and 
avoiding regulatory overlap.

The regulations are struc-
tured into 11 chapters, cover-
ing underwriting, code of 
conduct, reporting obliga-
tions, and permitted activities. 
SEBI has also rationalised 
criteria for identifying quali-
fied stockbrokers, bringing 

entities with large client bases 
or high trading volumes under 
enhanced supervision.

While brokers may offer 
incidental investment advice, 
full advisory services will 
continue to be governed by 
the SEBI Investment Advisers 
Regulations, 2013. On under-
writing, SEBI capped obliga-
tions at 20 times a broker’s 
net worth and restricted earn-
ings to agreed commissions.

The reforms follow SEBI 
board approval last month and 
align with its broader ease-of-
doing-business initiative.

BJP credits PM Modi’s vision as India 
estimated to grow 7.4 pc in FY26

NEW DELHI

As India’s economy is esti-
mated to grow at 7.4 per 
cent in the financial year 
2025–26, the BJP on Thurs-
day attributed the projected 
growth to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision and 
hard work. However, Oppo-
sition parties dismissed the 
claims, asserting that the 
ground reality paints a very 
different picture and alleg-
ing that the economy is in 
distress. Speaking to IANS, 
BJP National General Sec-
retary Tarun Chugh said 
that despite global challeng-
es and uncertainties, India 
continues to make rapid 
progress under Prime Min-
ister Modi’s leadership.

Despite tariff tensions, 

global instability, Operation 
Sindoor,  and anti-India 
campaigns based on lies and 
misinformation run by Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on both international and 
domestic platforms, India is 
moving ahead at a strong 
pace. This growth rate re-
flects Prime Minister Mo-
di’s vision and hard work, 
he said. Chugh further said 
that the Prime Minister has 
provided significant relief 
to the people through re-
forms in GST slabs and In-
come Tax.

The country witnessed 
two occasions to celebrate 
Diwali due to economic re-
lief and prosperity. Now, no 
one can stop India from be-
coming Aatmanirbhar and 
achieving the goal of a 

Viksit Bharat, he added.
The Opposition, however, 

s t rongly  countered  the 
BJP’s claims.

RJD spokesperson Mri-
tyunjay Tiwari said that 
while GDP growth figures 
may appear encouraging, 
they do not reflect the lived 
reality of ordinary citizens. 
GDP growth is one thing, 
but the condition of the 
poor and common people is 
entirely different. There is a 
huge gap between these fig-
ures and reality. The pock-
ets of the poor are empty, 
people are distressed, and 
common citizens are suffer-
ing, he said. Congress MP 
Pramod Tiwari echoed sim-
ilar concerns, questioning 
the government’s narrative 
of economic strength.
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England set for sweeping review 
after lopsided Ashes defeat in Aus
England faces review, questioning tactics, adaptability, discipline and selection

SYDNEY

England’s players and senior 
management will undergo a 
comprehensive performance 
review following their 4-1 
Ashes series loss to Australia, 
with England and Wales 
Cricket Board chief executive 
Richard Gould promising de-
cisive changes in the months 
ahead.

The review was confirmed 
after England suffered a 
five-wicket defeat in the fifth 
and final Test at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground on Thursday, 
sealing another unsuccessful 
campaign Down Under. En-
gland arrived in Australia 
buoyed by confidence and 
talk of ending a 15-year wait 

for an Ashes series win on 
Australian soil, but were 
largely outplayed across con-
ditions and venues.

Gould said the review 
would examine the planning, 
preparation and tactics of 
head coach Brendon McCul-
lum and men’s cricket direc-
tor Rob Key, alongside indi-
vidual performances, on-field 
behaviour and the team’s abil-
ity to adapt to Australian con-
ditions.

“This Ashes tour began with 
significant hope and anticipa-
tion,” Gould said in a state-
ment. “It is therefore deeply 
disappointing that we have 
been unable to fulfil our ambi-
tion of winning the Ashes in 
Australia. While there were 

moments of strong perfor-
mance and resilience, we were 
not consistent enough across all 
phases of the contest.”

England’s solitary victory 
came in the fourth Test in 
Melbourne, briefly reviving 
hopes before Australia closed 
out the series in Sydney. Aus-
tralia retained the Ashes with 
wins in Perth, Brisbane and 
Adelaide, and have now won 
four consecutive home Ashes 
series since England’s last 
success in 2010-11.

McCullum, the chief propo-
nent of England’s aggressive, 
attack-first philosophy, said 
he remained committed to the 
team’s core methods, though 
he acknowledged room for 
refinement. “You’ve got to 

have conviction in your meth-
ods,” he told the BBC. 
“You’re always open to evo-
lution, but not a complete 
overhaul.”

England’s campaign was 
hampered by injuries to key 
fast bowlers Jofra Archer and 
Mark Wood, heavy physical 
demands on captain Ben 
Stokes, flawed batting under 
pressure and inconsistent 
fielding that proved costly 
throughout the series.

With the Twenty20 World 
Cup in India and Sri Lanka 
approaching next month, 
Gould said the ECB was “de-
termined to improve quickly” 
as England reassess direction, 
personnel and approach after 
another sobering Ashes tour.

Harmanpreet’s MI chase 
3rd WPL crown as RCB, 
DC gear up for title fight
NAVI MUMBAI

Fresh from India’s historic 
maiden ODI World Cup tri-
umph, the country’s women 
cricketers return to compet-
itive action as the fourth 
Women’s Premier League 
(WPL) begins here on Fri-
day, marking the start of 
preparations for this year’s 
T20 World Cup.

Defending champions 
and two-time winners 
Mumbai Indians (MI), led 
by Harmanpreet Kaur, will 
open the tournament against 
the only other title-winning 
side, Smriti Mandhana’s 
Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru (RCB), at the DY Patil 
Stadium — regarded as the 
home of Indian women’s 
cricket. The WPL will be 
held in two phases across 
Navi Mumbai and Vadodara.

On paper, MI appear the 
most formidable unit. 
Alongside Harmanpreet, 
they boast England captain 
Nat Sciver-Brunt and West 
Indies skipper Hayley Mat-
thews, giving the side envi-
able balance and leadership. 
With most of their core re-
tained, MI’s batting depth is 
strengthened by Amelia 
Kerr, Australia’s Milly Il-
l ingworth and India’s 
Amanjot Kaur. Shabnim 
Ismail spearheads the bowl-

ing, while Saika Ishaque 
looks to rediscover her best 
form after a challenging pe-
riod.

Delhi Capitals enter the 
season under new leader-
ship, with Jemimah Ro-
drigues taking over the cap-
taincy following Meg Lan-
ning’s move to UP War-
riorz. Despite losing all 
three previous finals, DC 
possess a squad capable of 
going all the way. Shafali 
Verma, Laura Wolvaardt, 
Marizanne Kapp and Alana 
King form a strong core, 
though Annabel Suther-
land’s withdrawal has 
slightly dented their fire-
power.

RCB, champions in 2024, 
will rely heavily on Mand-
hana’s leadership and runs 
at the top, especially in the 
absence of Ellyse Perry. 
Georgia Voll, Grace Harris, 
Nadine de Klerk and the ex-
plosive Richa Ghosh pro-
vide batting depth, while a 
varied bowling attack adds 
strength.

Gujarat Giants, led by 
Ashleigh Gardner, and a re-
vamped UP Warriorz under 
Meg Lanning also remain 
in contention, ensuring a 
tightly contested WPL as 
teams fine-tune combina-
tions ahead of the global 
showpiece later this year.

Fit-again Shreyanka Patil eyes 
fresh start and national return

BENGALURU

Once regarded as one of In-
dia’s brightest young pros-
pects, off-spinner Shreyanka 
Patil is ready to relaunch her 
career through the Women’s 
Premier League after endur-
ing a long and mentally tax-
ing battle with injuries.

The Bengaluru cricketer 
was the toast of Indian wom-
en’s cricket in March 2024, 
when she claimed the 
Purple Cap and Emerg-
ing Player of the Tour-
nament awards during 
Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru’s maiden WPL 
title triumph. Since 
then, however, 
progress has 
been repeated-
ly stalled by 
b a c k - t o -
back inju-
ries that 

forced her into extended reha-
bilitation programmes at the 
BCCI’s Centre of Excellence, 
leaving her on the outside of 
the national setup.

Recalling the difficult 
phase, Shreyanka admitted 
the journey tested her resil-
ience. “It was hard mentally, 
to be honest. I was really 
down,” she said during a me-
dia interaction ahead of 
RCB’s WPL opener against 

Mumbai Indians on January 
9. She credited conversa-
tions with fellow players 
at the CoE and senior In-
dia stars for helping her 

regain perspective. 
“People like Jasprit 
Bumrah, Suryaku-
mar Yadav and 
Riyan Parag real-
ly helped. Hear-
ing about their 
s t r u g g l e s 

m a d e  m e 
figure out 

m y own way 
out.”

Ind i a ’s  h i s t o r i c 

maiden ODI World Cup tri-
umph in November brought 
mixed emotions for the 
22-year-old. “I was very 
proud and happy, but also dis-
appointed because I couldn’t 
be there. The World Cup was 
a big miss for me,” she said.

Shreyanka has taken cau-
tious steps on her comeback 
trail, returning to competitive 
cricket with the Barbados 
Royals in the Women’s Carib-
bean Premier League in Sep-
tember, her first outing since 
October 2024. Though wick-
ets were hard to come by, a 
retention call from RCB 
ahead of the mega auction 
proved a major emotional 
boost.

“For someone who hadn’t 
played for 13 months, that 
trust meant everything,” she 
said. Now fully fit, Shreyanka 
is clear about her immediate 
goal — to repay that faith by 
contributing to another WPL 
title — while quietly nurtur-
ing hopes of forcing her way 
back into India contention.

After injury setbacks, Shreyanka seeks revival, confidence and India recall

Osimhen, 
Lookman set to 
test Zidane in 

AFCON quarters
RABAT

Nigeria forwards Victor 
Osimhen and Ademola Look-
man will attempt to shatter 
the flawless record of Algeria 
goalkeeper Luca Zidane when 
the two heavyweights meet in 
the Africa Cup of Nations 
quarter-finals in Morocco.

Zidane, son of French foot-
ball legend Zinedine Zidane, is 
the only first-choice goalkeeper 
among the last eight to have 
kept clean sheets in every 
match he has played at the tour-
nament. The 27-year-old has 
been a key figure in Algeria’s 
resurgence, but his sternest ex-
amination awaits in Marrakesh 
on Saturday against Nigeria’s 
prolific attack.

Osimhen and Lookman, both 
former African Player of the 
Year winners, have scored three 
goals each and spearhead Nige-
ria’s tournament-leading tally 
of 12 goals. Algeria, mean-
while, have relied on discipline 
and resilience, with Zidane 
keeping Sudan, Burkina Faso 
and DR Congo at bay, the latter 
during a dramatic extra-time 
victory in the last 16.

Born in France and eligible 
to represent three nations, 
Zidane opted for Algeria, de-
buting in a World Cup quali-
fier last November. “I am 
proud to represent Algeria and 
play in the Africa Cup of Na-
tions,” he said, insisting his 
famous surname does not 
weigh heavily on him.

The quarter-finals, spread 
across Friday and Saturday, 
feature seven former AFCON 
champions, with all eight 
teams ranked inside Africa’s 
top 10.

Minor shooter accuses coach of sexual assault
NEW DELHI

India’s shooting fraternity 
was rocked after a minor 
shooter accused a nation-
al-level coach of sexually 
assaulting her during the Na-
tional Championships last 
month, prompting the Na-
tional Rifle Association of 
India (NRAI) to suspend the 
coach and confirm the regis-
tration of a police case under 
the stringent Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.

The accused, Ankush 
Bhardwaj, a prominent 
member of the national 
coaching setup, has been 
booked by Faridabad police 
under Section 6 of the POC-
SO Act, which deals with 
aggravated sexual assault, 
and Section 351(2) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita for 
criminal intimidation. The 
alleged incident took place 
during the National Champi-
onships at the Karni Singh 

Shooting Range in Delhi.
NRAI secretary Rajiv 

Bhatia said the federation 
has barred Bhardwaj from all 
coaching-related duties 
pending the outcome of the 
investigation. “He has been 
suspended on moral grounds 
and a show-cause notice will 
be issued. Until the inquiry 
is completed, he will not be 
associated with any coaching 
activity,” Bhatia told.

According to the FIR, the 
17-year-old shooter had been 
training under Bhardwaj 
since August last year and 
travelled for competitions 

and training camps across 
several cities. She alleged 
that after her event at the Na-
tionals, the coach asked her 
to stay back to analyse her 
performance and later sum-
moned her to a hotel in the 
Surajkund area of Faridabad, 
where the alleged assault 
took place.

The victim stated that she 
was traumatised and re-
mained silent for several 
days due to fear and threats, 
eventually confiding in her 
mother on January 1 after 
being repeatedly questioned 
about her changed be-

haviour. Police officials con-
firmed that an investigation 
is underway and statements 
are being recorded.

Bhardwaj was recom-
mended by the NRAI for in-
clusion in the national coach-
ing staff following the Paris 
Olympics in 2024 and was 
appointed by the Sports Au-
thority of India. A former pis-
tol shooter, he had previously 
served a doping ban in 2010.

The NRAI said it will ex-
tend full cooperation to the 
investigating agencies and 
reiterated its commitment to 
athlete safety.

Former England great Kevin Keegan 
diagnosed with cancer, family confirms

NEWCASTLE

Former England forward and 
national team coach Kevin 
Keegan has been diagnosed 
with cancer, his family con-
firmed, prompting an out-
pouring of support from 
across the football world.

The 74-year-old was recent-
ly admitted to hospital after 
experiencing abdominal 
symptoms and subsequently 
underwent further medical 
tests. “These investigations 
have revealed a diagnosis of 
cancer, for which Kevin will 
undergo treatment,” the fami-
ly said in a statement shared 
by Newcastle United, a club 
with which Keegan shares a 
deep and enduring association 
as both a player and manager.

“Kevin is grateful to the 
medical team for their inter-
vention and ongoing care. 
During this difficult time, the 
family are requesting privacy, 
and will be making no further 

comment,” the statement add-
ed.

One of English football’s 
most celebrated figures, Kee-
gan enjoyed a distinguished 
playing career, winning the 
Ballon d’Or in 1978 and 1979 
as Europe’s Footballer of the 
Year. He represented England 
63 times, scoring 21 goals, 
captained the national side 
and featured at the 1982 FIFA 
World Cup.

At club level, Keegan 
joined Liverpool in 1971 
and became a central 
figure in one of the 
most successful peri-
ods in the club’s his-
tory. During his time 
at Anfield, he won 
three English league 
titles, the FA 
C u p ,  t w o 
UEFA Cups 
a n d  t h e 
European 
Cup in 
1 9 7 7 . 

His move to German side 
Hamburg elevated his global 
reputation, with his Ballon 
d’Or triumphs coming during 
his spell in the Bundesliga.

Keegan later played for 
Southampton and Newcastle 
United before retiring in 
1984. He returned to Newcas-
tle as manager in 1992, guid-
ing the club to the brink of a 
Premier League title in the 
memorable 1995–96 season. 
After managing Fulham, he 

took charge of England in 
1999 but resigned fol-
lowing Euro 2000 and 
a defeat to Germany at 
Wembley.

He later managed 
Manchester City and 

had a second spell at 
Newcastle, cementing 

his legacy as one 
of the most in-

fluential fig-
ures in En-
glish foot-
ball.

Highlighting 
stories key to lifting 

doubles format: 
Todd Woodbridge

CHENNAI

Multiple Grand Slam doubles 
champion Todd Woodbridge 
believes the future popularity 
of the doubles format hinges on 
how its stories are told, insist-
ing that better presentation and 
narrative-building can restore 
the discipline’s prominence 
alongside singles tennis.

Speaking in a select media 
interaction ahead of the Aus-
tralian Open, the first Grand 
Slam of the season, the Aus-
tralian great stressed that dou-
bles has no shortage of com-
pelling moments but often 
lacks sustained visibility. 
“There are always great sto-
ries in doubles,” Woodbridge 
said. “They’ve got to be put 
out there and highlighted in 
the right way.”

Woodbridge pointed to 
Wimbledon’s annual tourna-
ment film, narrated by Billie 
Jean King, as an example of 
how doubles achievements 
can be showcased effectively. 
He cited Australia’s Rinky Hi-
jikata and his partner David 
Pel, who entered the draw as 
lucky losers and went on to 
make a deep run, as the kind 
of narrative fans connect 
with. “Those moments reso-
nate when they’re presented 
properly,” he added.

The former world No. 1 dou-
bles player acknowledged that 
doubles may never match sin-
gles as the sport’s commercial 
pinnacle but argued it remains 
an essential part of tennis cul-
ture. “It is a major champion-
ship-winning event. It deserves 
to be treated as a leading attrac-
tion, not an afterthought,” he 
said, noting that scheduling 
doubles finals after singles of-
ten leads to dwindling crowds.

Woodbridge also touched 
upon the recent mixed dou-
bles exhibition at the US 
Open, where top singles stars 
paired up to play, drawing 
packed stands. While wel-
coming the attention, he cau-
tioned that balance is crucial.

McCullum Sticks to Bazball 
despite Ashes Loss
LONDON

England head coach Brendon 
McCullum has reaffirmed his 
commitment to the aggressive 
‘Bazball’ approach despite 
England’s 4-1 Ashes defeat in 
Australia. While the series 
exposed vulnerabilities in En-
gland’s bold style, McCullum 
stressed that abandoning the 
philosophy would be counter-
productive.

England struggled in the 
opening three Tests, with 
adventurous tactics fail-
ing against a disciplined 
Australian side. The 
consolation win at Mel-
bourne and a competi-
tive finish at the 
SCG offered some 
encouragement, 
but critics have 
q u e s t i o n e d 
whether the ap-
proach is sus-
tainable at the 

highest level.
“It is not about ripping up 

our script completely. From 
when we took over to where 
we are now, we are a better 
cricket team,” McCullum said. 
“I am not rigid in my beliefs 
but I have conviction in my 
methods. That doesn’t mean 
you are blind to progress, but to 
throw everything out in pursuit 
of something unknown doesn’t 
make sense.”

On his future, McCullum 
confirmed his desire to 
continue leading England. 

“We will digest the les-
sons from this tour. 

Staying true to our beliefs 
gives us the best chance to 

progress as a team in the 
coming years. This 

series was a missed 
opportunity, but 
abandoning what 
has worked is not 
the answer,” he 
added.

SPORTS
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Malaysia Open: Sindhu 
crushes Miyazaki to  

storm into quarterfinals

 Dominant straight-games 
win signals Sindhu’s 
resurgence as India’s 
challenge narrows in 

Kuala Lumpur

KUALA LUMPUR

India’s star shuttler PV Sind-
hu delivered a commanding 
performance to reach the 
women’s singles quarterfinals 
of the Malaysia Open Super 
1000, thrashing eighth-seeded 
Japanese teenager Tomoka 
Miyazaki in straight games on 
Thursday.

Returning to competitive 
action after a prolonged injury 
lay-off, the former world 
champion looked every bit 
her authoritative best as she 
wrapped up a 21-8, 21-13 win 
in just 33 minutes. The victo-

ry also helped Sindhu extend 
her head-to-head record 
against Miyazaki to 2-1, un-
derlining her growing confi-
dence on the comeback trail.

Sindhu made a blistering 
start, racing to a 5-1 lead be-
fore producing a devastating 
run of 13 consecutive points 
to surge ahead 18-4 in the 
opening game. Her steep 
smashes, sharp net play and 
court coverage left the Japa-
nese shuttler struggling to 
keep pace as the first game 
was sealed in no time.

The second game followed 
a similar script, although Mi-

yazaki briefly threatened to 
make a contest of it when she 
trailed by just one point at 
8-9. Sindhu, however, relied 
on her experience and tactical 
clarity to wrest back control, 
opening up a six-point cush-
ion at 17-11 before closing 
out the match with ease.

The 30-year-old Indian will 
next face the winner of the 
pre-quarterfinal clash between 
China’s Gao Fang Jie and 
third seed Akane Yamaguchi 
of Japan, in what is expected 
to be a stern test.

While Sindhu kept India’s 
hopes alive, it was the end of 

the road for two Indian men’s 
singles players. Lakshya Sen 
bowed out after a hard-fought 
pre-quarterfinal loss to Hong 
Kong-China’s Lee Cheuk Yiu, 
while youngster Ayush Shetty 
pushed top seed Shi Yu Qi of 
China to the limit before los-
ing a gruelling three-game 
encounter.

Earlier, former world No.1 
men’s doubles pair Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty progressed to the 
pre-quarterfinals with a com-
fortable straight-games win, 
ensuring continued Indian rep-
resentation in the tournament.

Igor Thiago sets 
Premier League 
scoring record

LONDON

Brazilian forward Igor Thiago 
etched his name into Premier 
League history by becoming 
the highest-scoring Brazilian 
in a single league season, 
continuing his remarkable de-
but campaign in England.

The 24-year-old Brentford 
striker took his tally to 16 
Premier League goals with a 
brace in 3-0 victory over Sun-
derland, setting a new bench-
mark for Brazilian players in 
England’s top flight. Accord-
ing to Opta, no Brazilian has 
previously scored more goals 
in a single Premier League 
campaign.

Thiago’s achievement sees 
him overtake former Liver-
pool forward Roberto Firmi-
no, Arsenal winger 
Gabriel Martinelli 
and Matheus 
Cunha — for-
m e r l y  o f 
Wolverhamp-
ton Wander-
ers and now 
at Manches-
ter United — 
all of whom 
r e c o r d e d  1 5 
goals in their most 
prolific Premier League 
seasons. The list of Brazilian 
attackers to have featured 
prominently in the league also 
includes Gabriel Jesus, 
Richarlison and 
Philippe Coutinho, 
underlining the sig-
nificance of Thiago’s 
feat.

In his first season as 
Brentford’s primary strik-
er, Thiago has shouldered 
the attacking responsibility 
following the departures of 
Ivan Toney, Bryan Mbeumo 
and Yoane Wissa. Far from 

being overawed, he has 
thrived as the focal point of 
Thomas Frank’s attack, com-
bining physical presence with 
sharp finishing to consistently 
trouble opposition defences.

Wednesday’s double not 
only sealed a comfortable win 
for Brentford but also rein-
forced Thiago’s growing rep-
utation as one of the Premier 
League’s most effective for-
wards this season. His perfor-
mances have been central to 
the club’s push for a strong 
mid-table finish and have 
drawn increasing attention be-
yond west London.

Despite his prolific form, 
Thiago is yet to make his se-
nior debut for Brazil. Howev-
er, his goal-scoring exploits 
have strengthened his case for 

national selection, with 
the World Cup in 

t h e  U n i t e d 
States, Canada 
and Mexico 
later this year 
looming large.

If he contin-
ues on this tra-

j e c t o r y ,  a 
long-awai ted 
call-up to the 
Selecao may 
soon follow.

Brent-
ford striker 

surpasses Firmino, 
Martinelli to claim 

 historic Premier  
League milestone.

Barca rout Athletic to storm 
into Spanish Super Cup final

Raphinha double powers rampant Barcelona as winning streak stretches

JEDDAH

Raphinha struck twice as Bar-
celona delivered a ruthless 
display to crush Athletic Bil-
bao 5-0 in the Spanish Super 
Cup semi-final, underlining 
their status as one of Europe’s 
most in-form sides.

The La Liga leaders, bid-
ding to defend their Super 
Cup crown and extend their 
record haul of 15 titles, will 
now face either Real Madrid 
or Atletico Madrid in Sun-
day’s final. Even with teenage 
sensation Lamine Yamal start-
ing on the bench, Hansi 
Flick’s side were far too 
strong for an Athletic team 
enduring a difficult campaign.

Barcelona wasted little time 
asserting control and took the 
lead in the 22nd minute when 
Ferran Torres bundled the ball 
home after Fermin Lopez’s 
initial effort ricocheted kindly 
into his path. The Catalans 
then blew the game apart with 
three goals in a devastating 
eight-minute spell. Raphinha 
was at the heart of the surge, 
cutting the ball back for Lo-
pez to thunder a shot into the 

top corner for the second. 
Moments later, Swedish 
winger Roony Bardghji added 
a third, aided by an uncharac-
teristic handling error from 
Athletic goalkeeper Unai Si-
mon, whose misjudgment al-
lowed the low shot to slip 
under his body and over the 
line.

Raphinha, recently back 
from a two-month hamstring 
layoff, capped a blistering 
first half by curling a fine 
strike into the top-left corner 
to make it 4-0. Athletic’s mis-
ery was complete when the 
Brazil international grabbed 
his second soon after the 
break, finishing clinically 

from close range.
Oihan Sancet struck the 

post in what was Athletic’s 
best chance on a chastening 
night for the Basque club, 
who last lifted the trophy in 
2021. Barcelona, by contrast, 
extended their winning run to 
nine matches across all com-
petitions.

“We make games easy or 
hard ourselves,” Raphinha 
said afterward. “When we 
play well in all phases, every-
thing flows.”

Athletic captain Inaki Wil-
liams apologised to support-
ers, admitting his side were 
simply “not up to the level” 
on the night.

Inter extend Serie A lead at Parma after Napoli stumble
MILAN

Inter Milan tightened their 
grip on the Serie A 

summit with a 2-0 
victory at Parma, 
taking advantage 
of title rivals Nap-

oli dropping points 
in a 2-2 home draw against 

Verona.
Federico Dimarco 

broke the deadlock 
just before half-

t i m e at a foggy Stadio 
Ennio Tardini, before Marcus 
Thuram struck in stoppage 
time to seal Inter’s sixth con-
secutive league win. The re-
sult moved Simone Inzaghi’s 
side four points clear of third-
placed Napoli and ensured 

they will remain top of the 
table until at least the week-
end.

Inter’s advantage could yet 
be trimmed to a single point, 
with second-placed AC Milan 
— level on 38 points with Na-
poli — hosting struggling Ge-
noa in a local showdown. A 
heavyweight clash also awaits 
Inter on Sunday when they 
welcome reigning champions 
Napoli to the San Siro in a 
potentially pivotal Scudetto 
encounter.

“Today it was important to 
win, and that’s what we did,” 
Dimarco told. “Now we can 
start thinking about Sunday’s 
match.”

Inter might have wrapped 
up the contest earlier. Young 

striker Pio Esposito, starting 
in place of Thuram, rattled the 
crossbar midway through the 
first half, while Parma acade-
my graduate Ange-Yoan Bon-
ny had a late effort ruled out 
for handball. Petar Sucic also 
squandered a golden chance 
after the break when sent 
clean through by Lautaro 
Martinez.

In Naples, Napoli were 
forced to mount a second-half 

comeback after trailing 2-0 at 
the interval. Scott McTomi-
nay’s header sparked the re-
vival before captain Giovanni 
Di Lorenzo curled in a superb 
equaliser eight minutes from 
time to salvage a point.

“The positive is that we 
came back, but it’s not the re-
sult we wanted,” Di Lorenzo 
admitted.

Napoli’s struggles have 
been compounded by injuries, 
with Romelu Lukaku, An-
dre-Frank Anguissa and Kev-
in De Bruyne all sidelined. 
Elsewhere, Atalanta contin-
ued their resurgence with a 
2-0 win at Bologna, while 
Fiorentina were held 2-2  
by Lazio after a late Pedro 
penalty.

Napoli were forced  
to mount a second-half  

comeback after  
trailing 2-0 at the interval. 

Scott McTominay’s 
header sparked  

the revival.

Sesko double not enough as Man United held by Burnley
BURNLEY

Manchester United’s turbulent 
week continued as a brace 
from Benjamin Sesko proved 
insufficient to secure victory, 
with the Red Devils held to a 
2-2 draw by second-bottom 
Burnley in the Premier 
League.

Ruben Amorim’s departure 
earlier this week failed to 
spark an immediate turn-
around, as United dropped 
points for the fifth time in six 
league matches and missed 
another chance to push into 
the top four. Darren Fletcher, 

taking charge on an interim 
basis, scrapped Amorim’s fal-
tering 3-4-3 system in favour 
of a back four, while captain 
Bruno Fernandes returned 
from injury.

Burnley, winless since late 

October and eight points from 
safety, struck first through a 
slice of fortune. Bashir Hum-
phreys’ cross deflected off 
Ayden Heaven and looped 
beyond the stranded goal-
keeper for an own goal. Unit-

ed’s frustrations deepened 
when Lisandro Martinez saw 
a headed equaliser controver-
sially ruled out for a foul on 
Kyle Walker, while further 
goal-line clearances from 
Humphreys and Maxime Es-
teve preserved Burnley’s lead 
at the break.

Sesko, signed from RB 
Leipzig for a fee that could 
rise to £74 million, trans-
formed the contest after half-
time. The Slovenian rifled 
home from Fernandes’ inci-
sive through ball before calm-
ly guiding Patrick Dorgu’s 
cross past Martin Dubravka to 

turn the match on its head 
within 10 minutes.

Fletcher promptly withdrew 
Fernandes to protect the play-
maker on his return from a 
hamstring injury, a decision 
that blunted United’s creativ-
ity. Burnley took advantage 
when Jaidon Anthony was 
given time and space to curl a 
superb equaliser into the top 
corner.

United nearly stole the 
points late on as teenager 
Shea Lacey thundered a long-
range effort against the cross-
bar, but the draw left them 
seventh in the table.

Bengaluru Open: 
Manas edges 

Beibit out
BENGALURU

Young Indian talents Manas 
Dhamne and Dhakshineswar 
Suresh kept the home flag fly-
ing at the Bengaluru Open, 
grinding out hard-fought 
three-set victories to reach the 
quarterfinals, even as Sumit 
Nagal bowed out after an epic 
second-round battle.

Eighteen-year-old Dhamne 
showed maturity beyond his 
years to overcome Kazakh-
stan’s Beibit Zhukayev 6-2, 
3-6, 6-2 at the SM Krishna 
Tennis Stadium. Tested re-
peatedly by Zhukayev’s pow-
erful serves, Dhamne adjusted 
his tactics intelligently, stay-
ing patient from the baseline 
and capitalising on key breaks 
to close out the contest.

Earlier, 25-year-old Dhak-
shineswar produced a spirited 
comeback to beat French 
qualifier Felix Bradshaw 6-3, 
1-6, 7-6 (4). Hampered by 
taped knees and a dip in form 
after the opening set, the 
world No. 521 dug deep, sav-
ing himself from 0-30 down 
while Bradshaw served for 
the match. Errors from the 
Frenchman in the decisive tie-
break helped Dhakshineswar 
seal a memorable win and un-
derline his fighting qualities.

The match of the day, how-
ever, came in the evening as 
second seed Harold Mayot 
edged out Nagal in a gripping 
three-hour marathon, winning 
7-6 (2), 6-1, 7-6 (11). The en-
counter had everything—ar-
guments with the chair um-
pire, an underarm serve, and 
dramatic momentum shifts. 
Nagal saved two match points 
to force the decider, while 
Mayot remarkably fought 
back from 2-6 down in the fi-
nal tie-break, saving seven 
match points before clinching 
victory with an ace.

Despite a dominant second 
set from Nagal, where his fit-
ness and court coverage stood 
out, fatigue crept in during the 
closing stages. Costly volley 
errors at crucial moments 
proved decisive, bringing a 
heartbreaking end to the Indi-
an’s campaign.

With Dhamne and Dhak-
shineswar advancing, Indian 
interest remains strong as the 
tournament heads into the 
quarterfinal stage.

Nikhat, Minakshi 
win as refereeing 

row flares
GREATER NOIDA

Top women boxers Nikhat Zareen 
and Minakshi Hooda cruised to 
comfortable victories at the Na-

tional Boxing Championships, 
but the day’s action was over-
shadowed by fresh controver-

sies over refereeing, including a 
sensational allegation of “biting” 
and an abandoned men’s bout. 
The spotlight fell on the men’s 
middleweight (75kg) contest 
between Railways’ Ishmeet and 
All India Police’s (AIP) Mohit. 
Railways officials accused Mo-
hit of biting Ishmeet on the 
shoulder multiple times during 
the second round after receiving 
a standing count in the opener. 
Ishmeet complained to the refer-
ee and showed visible bite 
marks, but the bout was allowed 
to continue, drawing strong pro-
tests from the Railways camp. 
“We have opposed the decision. 
The referee should have stopped 
the bout immediately,” a Rail-
ways coach told. Biting is con-
sidered a serious foul in boxing 
and can lead to immediate dis-
qualification. The medical officer 
later photographed the alleged 
marks for inclusion in the Tech-
nical Delegate’s report, with the 
Boxing Federation of India ex-
pected to review the incident.

Sabalenka to skip events 
in 2026 to prioritise health
MELBOURNE

World number one Aryna Sa-
balenka has said she will 
again skip select tournaments 
during the 2026 season to 
protect her health, even 
though she is aware that do-
ing so could lead to sanctions 
from the WTA Tour.

The Belarusian star de-
scribed the tennis calendar 
as “insane” and warned that 
the relentless schedule is 
contributing to a growing 
number of injuries across 
the women’s circuit. Under 
current WTA rules, top 
players are obliged to com-
pete in all four Grand 
Slams, 10 WTA 1000 tour-
naments and six WTA 500 
events, with penalties for 
non-compliance ranging 
from fines to deductions in 
ranking points.

Sabalenka, a four-time 
Grand Slam champion, was 
among several high-profile 
players to be penalised last 
year after she featured in 
only three WTA 500 tourna-
ments — Brisbane, Stuttgart 
and Berlin — during the 
2025 season. World number 
two Iga Swiatek was also 
docked points for a similar 
scheduling approach.

Asked whether  she 

planned to adjust her  
calendar in 2026, Sabalenka 
was clear that her priority 
would remain physical 
well-being rather than strict 
adherence to mandatory 
events.

“The season is definitely 
insane, and that’s not good 
for all of us, as you see so 
many players getting in-
jured,” Sabalenka told re-
porters after her win over 
Sorana Cirstea at the Bris-
bane International.

“The rules are quite 
tricky with mandatory 
events, but I’m still skip-
ping a couple of tourna-
ments to protect my body, 
because I struggled a lot 
last season,” she said. Sa-
balenka admitted that de-
spite consistent results, she 
often played while unwell 
or severely fatigued due to 
overplaying.

“Even though they are 
going to fine me by the end 
of the season, we will try to 
manage it better.
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Yash’s ‘Toxic’ 
Teaser Wows 

Fans With 
Powerful Action

n the occasion of 
superstar Yash’s 
b i r t h d a y,  t h e 
m u c h - a w a i t e d 
Kannada film Tox-

ic released its teaser, leaving 
fans thrilled with the actor’s 
intense and powerful pres-
ence. The 2-minute 45-sec-
ond teaser has been produced 
in a Hollywood-style format, 
marking a new benchmark for 
Kannada cinema.

The teaser begins with 
striking visuals of a cremation 
ground, hinting at chaos and 
tension. Yash’s character, 
Ray, is introduced in dramatic 
fashion. In a high-impact se-
quence, he appears shirtless, 
holding a distinctive rifle on 
his shoulder, dressed in all-
black attire. The actor deliv-
ers just one dialogue, Daddy 
is home, which immediately 
sets the tone for his charac-
ter’s bold and commanding 
personality. The scene high-
lights his muscular physique 
and precise shooting skills, 

capturing 
the audience’s at-
tention from the 
first frame.

Produced and led 
by Yash in collabora-
tion with KVN Films, 
Toxic is directed by Malay-
alam filmmaker Geethu Mo-
handas. The film features a 
talented ensemble cast includ-
ing Rukmini Vasanth, Nayan-
thara, Kiara Advani, Huma 
Qureshi, and Tara Sutaria, 
adding star value and excite-
ment to the project. The 
worldwide release is sched-
uled for March 19.

Unlike traditional Sandal-
wood promotions, Yash is not 
meeting fans in person during 
this phase, focusing entirely 
on the film’s production. The 
teaser has already generated 
massive buzz online, indicat-
ing a shift from conventional 
marketing approaches in 

Kannada cinema. Fans 
have expressed their ex-
citement for the combi-
nation of action, style, 
and star power, making 
Toxic one of the most 
anticipated films of the 
year.

With this teaser, Yash 
has set high expecta-
tions, promising a 
thrilling cinematic ex-
perience when Toxic 
hits theaters worldwide 
in March.

O

Actress Samantha is 
back on the big 

screen with a brand-new 
avatar in the upcoming 
film Maa Inti Bangaram, 
and her first look poster 
has already created a 
buzz among fans. The 
poster showcases Saman-
tha in a  raw, retro 
1980s-inspired look, giv-
ing  o ff  s t rong  ac -
tion-packed and comedic 
vibes, signalling a depar-
ture from her previous 
roles.

Directed by Nandini 
Reddy, the film is de-
scribed as a whacky, 
small-town dramedy set 
in the heart of the 1980s. 
Reddy explained, Think 
Kill Bill meets Kalisun-
dam Raa. It has all the 
heart of a family drama, 
but with a serious edge. 
You’ll see Sam in her 
whackiest avatar yet; 
she’s doing everything 
from action to comedy in 
‘full-on’ mode. We de-
signed this poster to cap-

ture that exact energy 
and raw intensity.

The teaser poster 
highlights Saman-
tha’s edgy 80s 
swagger, hinting at 
a  b l e n d  o f 
high-octane action 
sequences and 
heartfelt family 
moments. Fans are 
particularly excited 
to see the actress em-
brace such a dynamic 
range, from fierce combat 
to playful comic timing, 
all within the same proj-
ect.

Maa Inti Bangaram 
promises to be a unique 
cinematic experience, 
combining nostalgia with 
modern storytelling. Sa-
mantha’s transformation 
and the film’s retro aes-
thetic have already 
sparked discussions on 
social media, with 
viewers praising her 
bold look and the cre-
ative concept behind 
the poster.

Samantha 
Returns With Retro, 
Edgy Look In Poster

Sydney Sweeney is 
set to return for the 

sequel to the 2022 hit 
thriller The House-
maid, with production 
scheduled to begin in 
2026. The Euphoria 
star is expected to take 
on a lead role while 
also serving as an ex-
ecutive producer for 
the follow-up, tenta-
t ive ly  t i t l ed  The 
Housemaid’s Secret.

The sequel, based on 
the second novel in 
Freida McFadden’s 
trilogy, will once again 
be directed by Paul 
Feig. Amanda Sey-
fried, who starred as 
Nina in the first film, 
continues her role as 
an executive producer, 

although her character 
is reportedly absent in 
this chapter. The door 
remains open for Sey-
fried to make a poten-
tial appearance.

The Housemaid re-
volves around Millie, 
portrayed by Sweeney, 
a young woman trying 
to escape her troubled 
past. She is recruited as 
a live-in housemaid by 
the wealthy couple 
Nina and Andrew Win-
chester, played by Sey-
fried and Brandon Sk-
lenar. Their luxurious 
home hides dangerous 
secrets, and Millie 
finds an ally in the 
groundkeeper Enzo, 
portrayed by Michele 
Morrone.

Sydney Sweeney Returns For 
‘The Housemaid’ Sequel 2026

Sreeleela
Shares Fondness For 
Mammootty, Dulquer
Actress Sreeleela, known 

for her work in Kannada 
and Telugu cinema, recently 
expressed admiration for Ma-
layalam superstars Mam-
mootty and Dulquer Salmaan 
while promoting her Tamil 
debut Parasakthi. Directed by 
Sudha Kongara, the film stars 
Sivakarthikeyan and is re-
portedly based on the an-
ti-Hindi agitations in 
Tamil Nadu. Its release, 
initially planned for Jan-
uary 10, is currently un-
certain due to a pending cen-
sor certificate.

At a pre-release event in 
Kerala, Sreeleela shared her 
fondness for Mammootty 
and Dulquer, praising their 
performances and contribu-
tions to cinema. The event 
also saw Sivakarthikeyan 
delight fans by quoting a 

popular Mohanlal dialogue.
Parasakthi also features 

Ravi Mohan and Atharvaa 
in key roles. Meanwhile, 
Sreeleela continues to ex-
pand her pan-Indian 
presence, with upcom-
ing projects in Hindi, 
including a film op-

posite Kartik 
Aaryan.

Anil Kapoor Applauds Kannada Film Industry
Bollywood veteran Anil Kapoor has 

paid a warm tribute to the Kanna-
da film industry, recalling his debut 
and appreciating its current global 
success. Kapoor, who made his Kan-

nada film debut with Pallavi Anupalla-
vi in 1983, shared his nostalgia on social 
media, highlighting the growth of the 
industry over the past four decades.

43 years ago, I took my first step into 
the Kannada film industry. From then to 
now, it’s incredible to see how Kannada 
cinema is booming and redefining Indian 

cinema globally, Kapoor wrote on X, 
sharing a clip from his debut film direct-
ed by Mani Ratnam. The actor starred 
alongside Lakshmi and Kiran Vairale in 
Pallavi Anupallavi, which remains one of 
his favourite films.

Kapoor also praised the 
contribution of contempo-
rary Kannada cinema stars 
and filmmakers, includ-
ing Yash, Rishab Shetty, 
and Prashanth Neel, for 
their work in films such 
as KGF and Kantara. 
Salute to TheNameIs-
Yash, PrashanthNeel, 
shetty_rishab, and the 
teams behind KGF and 
Kantara for raising 
the bar so high. 
Hopefully not my 

last association with this amazing in-
dustry, he added.

Rishab Shetty responded to Kapoor’s 
post with admiration and respect. We’re 
so proud of you, Sir! Your journey began 
here, and today you stand as a true legend 
of Indian cinema. It was an absolute hon-

or to meet you and have such a won-
derful conversation, he tweeted.

The interaction between the Bol-
lywood icon and the Kannada film 
fraternity has resonated with fans, 
celebrating the enduring legacy 
of Pallavi Anupallavi and the 
rising global recognition of 
Kannada cinema. Kapoor was 

last seen in the Hrithik Ro-
shan and Jr NTR-starrer 

War 2, continuing his 
celebrated journey in 

Indian cinema.

Tamil Film Fraternity 
Voices Support For 

‘Jana Nayagan’ Release
The delayed release of Thalapa-

thy Vijay’s highly anticipated 
Tamil film Jana Nayagan, caused 
by a censor-related controversy, 
has sparked strong support from 
the Tamil film industry. Several 

prominent filmmakers and ac-
tors have come forward to 
voice solidarity, highlighting 
the film’s cultural relevance 
and its importance as a po-
tential Pongal release.

Director Ravi Mohan ex-
pressed emotional support 
on social media, describing 
the delay as heartbreaking 
and standing firmly with Vi-

jay. He remarked that the 
film does not require a fixed 

release date, stating that Pon-
gal truly begins only when Jana 

Nayagan releases, a sentiment 
that deeply resonated with fans. 

Director Venkat Prabhu also 
shared his confidence, as-

serting that despite the 
challenges, the film 

will deliver what 
he called the 

biggest 
fare-

well in Indian cinema, reinforcing 
faith in its eventual success.

Actor Shanthanu echoed similar 
sentiments, saying audiences will 
always stand by what is right. He 
tweeted that Pongal starts only with 
Jana Nayagan, adding hopeful words 
suggesting that justice and victory 
will prevail. Actor Vijay Vasanth 
raised political concerns, pointing to 
alleged delays in certification and 
recalling previous remarks perceived 
as disrespectful to Tamil culture, 
which further intensified fan reac-
tions. Support also poured in from 

filmmakers Ajay Gnanamuthu, 
Karthik Subbaraj, Shanmugam 
Muthusamy, and John Mahen-

dran, who praised the film 
and its team. At the same 
time, fans expressed dis-
appointment over the si-
lence of some industry 

members, calling for greater 
unity within Kollywood.

Mamitha Baiju’s 
Song Sparks 

Meme Fest At 
Jana Nayagan

Actress Mamitha Baiju’s 
impromptu singing at the 
pre-release event of 
Thalapathy Vijay’s up-
coming film Jana Naya-
gan has gone viral, trig-
gering memes and online 
debate. She sang two lines 
from Ella Pugazhum from 
Azhagiya Tamizh Magan, 
recalling a childhood 
memory. While some fans 
appreciated her sponta-
neity, others criticised her 
singing, leading to trolling 
and humorous social me-
dia posts.

Meanwhile, Jana Naya-
gan’s release has been 
postponed from its origi-
nal January 9, 2026 date 
due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances. Directed by 
H. Vinoth, the film marks 
Vijay’s political farewell 
and stars Pooja Hegde, 
Prakash Raj, and Gauth-
am Vasudev Menon.

The unexpected post-
p o n e m e n t  o f 

Thalapathy Vijay’s 
Jana Nayagan has 
opened the way for the 
Malayalam film Pennu 
Case, starring Nikhila 
Vimal, to move its re-
lease forward. Origi-
nally set for January 
16, 2026, the film 
will now hit theatres 
on January 10, with 
paid premieres from 
January 9. Directed by 
Febin Sidharth, Pennu 

Case features Aju Var-
ghese, Hakim Shahjahan, 

Ramesh Pisharody, and Ir-
shad Ali. Social media reacted 
to the shift with playful com-
ments about the “Thalapathy 
effect” and the sudden availabil-
ity of screens. The early re-
lease allows the film to capi-
talize on the Pongal festival, 
attracting audiences amid 
uncertainty around Vijay’s 
delayed release.

Nikhila Vimal’s 
‘Pennu’ 

Reschedules 
After Delay


