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The Truth Speaks

LONDON

An Indian-origin healthcare 
assistant employed with the 
UK’s National Health Service 
(NHS) has won a harassment 
claim over being called “aun-
tie” by a nurse colleague of 
Ghanaian heritage.

Watford Employment Tribu-
nal Judge George Alliott up-
held that Ilda Esteves was ha-
rassed on the grounds of age 
and sex and directed the West 
London NHS Trust to pay her 
a total of 1,425.15 pounds in 
damages for “injury to feel-
ings”. A three-judge panel, 
which heard the case last year 
and issued detailed reasons 
behind the judgment last 
month, accepted that “auntie” 
is a term of respect for older 
people in Ghanaian culture. 
However, staff nurse Charles 
Oppong was responsible for 

leading the teams on the ward 
and should not have made 
such comments.

“We find that Charles Op-

pong’s purpose was probably 
an offensive attempt at hu-
mour,” notes the judgment.

“We find that the claimant 
did perceive it as creating an 
offensive environment. We 
find that the circumstances of 
the comments being made in 
the office and in the corridor 
and at handover were such 
that it had the effect of creat-
ing an offensive environment. 
We find that it was reasonable 
for the comments to have that 
effect. Consequently, the 
claimant’s claim of harass-
ment on this ground suc-
ceeds,” it reads.

Esteves, a 61-year-old 
healthcare professional of In-
dian heritage gave evidence to 
the tribunal that Oppong used 
the term “auntie” on a number 
of occasions despite her ask-
ing to be referred to by her 
first name.   

Called ‘auntie’ at work, Indian-origin 
woman wins harassment suit in UK

‘INJURY TO FEELINGS’Human–wildlife conflict: Min calls for birth control debate
BENGALURU

Forest, Ecology and Environ-
ment Minister Eshwar B Khan-
dre has expressed concern over 
the rising human–wildlife con-
flict, suggesting the need for 
broader discussions on mea-
sures to control the population 
of select wild animals.

Addressing the media in 
Bengaluru, Khandre said cer-
tain wildlife species are in-
creasing rapidly in some re-
gions, leading to frequent 
conflicts with humans. He 

noted that options such as 
sterilisation or contraceptive 
measures could be explored, 
but clarified that it remains 
only a proposal at this 
stage and requires 
public debate.

He emphasised that 
both wildlife conserva-
tion and human safety 
must go hand in hand. 
“We need to protect 
wildlife, but we must 
also prevent loss of human 
lives,” he said, adding that sim-
ilar discussions are taking place 

in other States as well.
He also pointed out that re-

lated matters are currently 
before the Supreme Court, 

and any decision 
would involve con-
sultations with ex-
perts and legal au-
thorities before mov-
ing forward.

On the issue of for-
est dwellers,  he said 
the government is con-

sidering relocating those who 
voluntarily wish to move out of 
forests. Officials have been 

asked to prepare a list, follow-
ing which financial implica-
tions will be assessed in consul-
tation with the Chief Minister.

He added that such reloca-
tion would help expand wildlife 
habitats while improving living 
conditions for forest dwellers.

He expressed grief over the 
death of a coffee grower in an 
elephant attack, terming it a 
tragic incident. He assured 
that the government stands 
with the affected family and is 
taking steps to reduce hu-
man-elephant conflict.

3 from B’luru drown in Bhutnal lake
VIJAYAPURA: In a tragic incident, three tourists from Ben-
galuru drowned in Bhutnal Lake while on a leisure trip. Ac-
cording to officials, the victims entered the lake for a swim 
but are believed to have ventured into deeper waters, where 
they lost control and drowned. Fire and Emergency Services 
personnel rushed to the spot and launched a rescue opera-
tion. After considerable effort, all three bodies were recov-
ered. The deceased have been identified as Md Hayat (12), 
Md Haider (32), and Abdul Khuddus (35), all residents of 
Bengaluru. Police from Adarsh Nagar Police Station have 
registered a case and begun investigation.

Bypolls: Siddu miffed as EC seeks 
info on guarantee scheme funds

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Wednesday slammed the 
Election Commission of 
India for asking his gov-
ernment to provide details 
on the release of funds 
under the 'guarantee' 

schemes in the Davangere and 
Bagalkot districts where by-
polls will be held on Thursday.

"Our guarantee schemes are 
not this by-poll-time an-
nouncements. These are part 
of the commitments made 

during the 2023 Assembly 
polls,” he said.

“Auntie” is considered 
a term of  respect for 

older people in 
Ghanaian culture. 

However, once 
Esteves had objected, 

continuing to use  
the term became 

unacceptable: Judge

IRAN WON’T ENRICH URANIUM: TRUMP
WASHINGTON

 
President Donald Trump said 
on Wednesday that the United 
States will push for a complete 
halt to uranium enrichment in 
Iran, which has undergone a 
“regime change,” and will “dig 
up and remove all of the deeply 
buried nuclear dust”. He added 
that the talks will also cover 
tariff and sanctions relief with 
Tehran, adding that key ele-
ments of a broader agreement 
have already been settled.

“The United States will, 
working with Iran, dig up and 
remove all of the deeply bur-
ied… Nuclear Dust,” Trump 
said in a Truth Social post, not-
ing that he is referring to the 
results of the June 2025 strikes 
on Iran’s nuclear stockpile.

“There will be no enrichment 
of uranium,” Trump added, 
claiming that the ceasefire 
marked a “very productive re-
gime change”.
‘Iran’s nuclear sites under 
satellite surveillance’
He also claimed that the sites 
remained under “exacting sat-
ellite surveillance” and that 
“nothing has been touched 
from the date of attack”, sug-
gesting continued monitoring 

of Iran’s nuclear facilities.
Trump said Washington is 

already in discussions with 
Tehran on easing tariffs and 
sanctions.

“We are, and will be, talking 
tariff and sanctions relief with 
Iran,” he said, adding that 
“many of the 15 points have 
already been agreed to.”

“The United States will work 
closely with Iran, which we 
have determined has gone 
through what will be a very 
productive Regime Change! 

There will be no enrichment of 
Uranium, and the United States 
will, working with Iran, dig up 
and remove all of the deeply 
buried (B-2 Bombers) Nuclear 
Dust,” Trump wrote.

“It is now, and has been, un-
der very exacting Satellite Sur-
veillance (Space Force!). Noth-
ing has been touched from the 
date of attack. We are, and will 
be, talking Tariff and Sanctions 
relief with Iran. Many of the 15 
points have already been 
agreed to,” he added.

Trump says US to ‘dig up’ Iran uranium, Tehran silent...US Prez says Iran’s nuclear facilities have remained under “exacting satellite 
surveillance” and that “nothing has been touched from the date of attack”, suggesting continued monitoring of the sites amid ceasefire

Trump slaps 50% tariffs on nations arming Iran
WASHINGTON DC

 
US Pres ident  Donald 
Trump has slapped 50% 
Tariffs on nations supplying 
weapons  to  I ran .  He 
stressed that he will make 
no exclusions or exemp-
tions and all goods sold to 
America by countries arm-
ing Iran will have to bear 
the brunt of the new tariffs.

In a post on Truth Social, 
President Trump said, “A 
Country supplying Military 

Weapons to Iran will be im-
mediately tariffed, on any 
and all goods sold to 
the United States 
of America, 50%, 
effective immedi-
ately. There will 
be no exclusions 
or exemptions!”

This comes just 
hours after Trump 
agreed to suspend 
bombing and 
attacks on 
Iran for a 

two-week period, citing 
ongoing negotiations and 

efforts to de-escalate 
tensions. The an-
nouncement was 
made just hours 
before Trump's 
deadline for Iran 
to agree to a deal 
or face devastat-

ing strikes on 
i ts  infra-

s t r u c -
t u r e 
ended.

IRAN-US AGREE TO 
2-WEEK CEASEFIRE

WASHINGTON 
TEHRAN

 
Iran and the US on Tuesday 
agreed to a conditional two-
week ceasefire, during 
which shipping traffic will 
be allowed through the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

This comes more than a 
month after the US and Isra-
el launched co-ordinated 
attacks on Iran, and hours 
after Trump threatened "a 
whole civilisation will die 
tonight" if Iran did not re-
open the Strait.

Barely an hour before 
Trump’s deadline to obliter-
ate Iran was set to expire, 
Tehran reportedly agreed to 
temporarily reopen the Hor-
muz. Israel also agreed to 
the ceasefire, the White 
House said.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz 
Sharif, who has been medi-
ating negotiations, said early 
on Wednesday that the 
ceasefire was effective im-
mediately.

As Trump announced he 
was suspending his plans to 
escalate attacks across Iran, 
the US president said he had 
received a 10-point proposal 
from Iran which was a 
“workable basis on which to 
negotiate”. 
What does the truce plan 
mean for Hormuz?
Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said safe pas-
sage through the strait would 
be allowed under Iranian mil-
itary management. It wasn’t 
immediately clear whether 
that meant Iran would com-
pletely loosen its hold on the 
waterway. The plan allows 
Iran and Oman to charge a fee 
of up to $2m a ship on vessels 
transiting through the strait, 
according to reports. Iran 
would then use the money it 
raises for reconstruction. If 

peace talks fail, Tehran may 
again seek to close the strait.

Is Israel part of the deal?
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office 
said Israel supports the US 
decision to suspend strikes 
against Iran for two weeks, 
but that the ceasefire does 
not include Lebanon. 

What will happen next?
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif, 
who helped mediate the cease-
fire, said in a post on X that he 
had invited Iranian and US del-
egations to meet in Islamabad 
on Friday. Tehran has said it 
will participate in the talks. The 
White House said it is consider-
ing in-person talks with Iran but 
they have not been finalised.

US-IRAN TRUCE UNDER STRAIN:
Iran halts Hormuz traffic  

over Israeli strikes in Lebanon
Iran has halted the passage of oil 

tankers through the Strait of Hor-
muz over Israel’s strikes in Lebanon, 
as per reports. Two oil tankers were 

allowed to pass through the strait 
on Wednesday morning after the 

ceasefire between Iran and the US 
came into effect. “Simultaneous 

with Israel’s attacks on Lebanon, the 
passage of oil tankers through the 

Strait of Hormuz has been stopped.”

UAE, Saudi, Qatar, Kuwait  
report attacks despite truce

 Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) announced on 

Wednesday that it shot down a 
Hermes 900 unmanned aerial vehi-

cle (UAV) over Lar in Fars province, 
Iranian state media reported, with-

out specifying the drone’s origin. 
The interception comes amid rising 

regional tensions, just hours after 
Tehran and Washington announced 

a temporary two-week ceasefire. 
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 

Qatar, Kuwait among other Gulf 
states reported simultaneous drone 

and missile attacks.

Israel launches largest 
wave of strikes on Lebanon
The Israel carried out a large 
wave of air strikes across Leba-
non on Wednesday, with reports 
of a high number of casualties. 
Israel described it as the largest 
wave of airstrikes in this conflict, 
hitting over 100 of what it called 
Hezbollah command centres and 
military sites in 10 minutes. The 
strikes hit the southern suburbs 
of Beirut, southern Lebanon, and 
the eastern Bekaa Valley. The at-
tacks happened hours after Is-
raeli PM Netanyahu denied that 
the truce between US and Iran 
covered Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Will exit  truce if strike on  
Lebanon continues: Iran
A day after a ceasefire with the 
US, Iran warned it would with-
draw from the current deal if Isra-
el continues attacking Lebanon. 
This comes after large-scale Is-
raeli strikes in the region. “Iran is 
currently considering the possibil-
ity of exiting the ceasefire deal 
due to the Zionist regime’s con-
tinued violations through its at-
tacks on Lebanon,” it stated. 
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The US will work closely with 
Iran, which we have determined 
has gone through what will be a 
very productive Regime Change! 

There will be no enrichment of 
Uranium, and the United States 

will, working with Iran, dig up and 
remove all of the deeply buried 
(B-2 Bombers) Nuclear “Dust”.

—Donald Trump, US President

The ceasefire, with the 
acceptance of the general 

principles desired by Iran, was the 
fruit of the blood of our great 

martyred leader Khamenei and 
the achievement of the presence 

of all the people on the scene. 
From today onward, we will also 
remain together. Whether in the 

field of diplomacy, whether in the 
field of defense, whether on the 
street scene, and whether in the 

arena of service provision..
—Masoud Pezeshkian, Iran President

‘US will work  
closely with Iran’

‘Ceasefire fruit of 
Khamenei’s blood’

Iran begged for ceasefire: US Defence Secy
WASHINGTON

 
After 40 days and 40 nights of 
war, US Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth on Wednesday 
pointed to divine providence 
while telling reporters that 
Iran’s weapons factories had 
been reduced to rubble, its 
military rendered ineffective 
for years and its supreme lead-
er left wounded and disfig-
ured, all for a temporary 
ceasefire.

“Iran begged for this cease-

fire, and we all know it,” 
Hegseth said Wednesday 
morning at the Pentagon’s first 
press briefing since Donald 
Trump announced a two-week 
pause in hostilities Tuesday 
night. “Operation Epic Fury 
decimated Iran’s military and 
rendered it combat ineffective 
for years to come.”

Hegseth said the US military 
would be making sure Iran 
complies with the ceasefire 
and comes to the table for a 
deal. Troops will "stay put, 

stay ready, stay vigilant" and 
be "ready to re-start at a mo-
ment's notice", he added.

Standing alongside the chair 
of the joint chiefs, Dan Caine, 
Hegseth said strikes carried 
out in the final wave before 
Trump’s self-imposed deadline 
had “completely destroyed 
Iran’s defense industrial base”. 
Iran could still fire what it had 
stockpiled – he acknowledged 
“they can still shoot” – but it 
could no longer manufacture 
the weapons to replace them.

Truce breach? Iranian missiles  continue to pound Gulf
UAE INTERCEPTS 17 

BALLISTIC MISSILES, 35 
DRONES TODAY

Abu Dhabi: The Ministry of 
Defence announced that on 

April 8, 2026, the UAE Air 
Defence Forces intercepted 17 

ballistic missiles and 35 drones 
originating from Iran. Since 

the start of the brazen Iranian 
attacks, the UAE Air Defense 
Forces have intercepted 537 
ballistic missiles, 26 cruise 
missiles, and 2,256 drones. 
These attacks resulted in 3 
minor injuries, bringing the 

total number of injuries to 224 
cases.

DEALING WITH  
‘INTENSE WAVE OF IRANIAN 

ATTACKS’: KUWAIT
Kuwait:  Kuwait’s military 

stated on Wednesday that it 
has been dealing with ‘intense 
wave of Iranian attacks’ from 8 
am local time, which damaged 
power and desalination plants 
as well as oil facilities. “Since 8 
am today, Kuwaiti air defences 
have been engaging an intense 
wave of hostile Iranian attacks, 

dealing with 28 drones targeting 
the State of Kuwait,” it stated 

on an X statement. It said it 
“intercepted a large number of 

these hostile drones.”

2 EMIRATIS, 1 INDIAN 
INJURED IN ABU DHABI’S 
HABSHAN GAS COMPLEX 

AFTER DEBRIS FALL
Abu Dhabi: Several fires broke 
out late last night after debris 

from an interception fell at 
the Habshan gas complex. 
Authorities have now said 
that two Emirati nationals 
and one Indian expat have 

been injured in the situation. 
Operations at the site have 

been temporarily suspended, 
and authorities have 

confirmed that developments 
will be shared as they become 

available. 

Washington: A US official says that a 10-point ceasefire plan 
published by Iran is not the same set of conditions that were 
agreed to by the White House for pausing the war. “The doc-

ument being reported by media outlets is not the working frame-
work. We’re not going to negotiate in public out of respect for the 

process.” “There is only one group of meaningful ‘POINTS’ that 
are acceptable to the United States, and we will be discussing 
them behind closed doors during these negotiations,” he says.

Trump has claimed that Lebanon was not included in 
the ceasefire between the United States and Iran, con-

tradicting the assertion of Pakistan, which mediated 
the truce. After Israel launched a massive assault on 

Lebanon on Wednesday, killing and injuring hundreds 
of people in densely populated areas, Trump said the 
Israeli war on Hezbollah is a “separate skirmish” and 

because of which, Hormuz cannot be blocked.

White House: Truce plan published by 
Iran not the one approved by US

‘Lebanon not included in truce as 
Iran claims Israel violated peace deal’
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Post-Covid health, lifestyle changes drain blood banks
BENGALURU

 
There has been a sharp de-
cline of at least 50 percent in 
voluntary blood donations after 
the Covid-19 pandemic in the 
city over the past few years.

 Experts attribute the de-
cline to a mix of work-from-
home arrangements, shifting 
lifestyles, and emerging 
health concerns, factors that 
have disrupted traditional do-
nation channels in a city 
where demand for blood re-
mains consistently high. 

Explaining the trend, Deep-

ak Suman, camp coordinator 
at Lions Blood Centre, Bhag-
wan Mahaveer Jain Hospital, 
said corporate offices and col-
leges, long relied on for dona-

tion drives. are no longer 
yielding the same response. 
Colleges and IT companies 
are our backbone when it 
comes to blood donations. 

Due to work-from-home rou-
tines now, we hardly see peo-
ple coming to the office and 
donating. In the same compa-
nies where we used to get 
250-300 units before, we only 
get 20-30 units now. HR rep-
resentatives insist on organis-
ing the camps for two days, 
but even then, the collections 
are few and far between, he 
said. On college campuses, 
organisers say students are 
willing to volunteer for dona-
tion drives but hesitate to do-
nate blood themselves. Most 
students now go to the gym 

and are very focused on being 
fit. They think that if they do-
nate blood, they will either 
lose weight or cannot go to 
the gym for a long time. 

Some change their minds 
when we explain that it does 
not have any impact on their 
weight and they only need a 
day or two’s rest; others still 
hesitate, said Dr CJ Girish, 
Nodal Officer, Narayana Hru-
dayalaya blood bank. Health 
factors are also increasingly 
limiting donor eligibility, par-
ticularly among younger pop-
ulations. 

ALARMING SITUATION
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Driver dies as lorry 
rams lorry at  
traffic signal  

2 held, ganja 
worthK 10.5 lakh 

seized

‘Sexual harassment, 
blackmail’: Woman 
approaches KSCW

BENGALURU
A lorry driver died on the 
spot after another lorry 

rammed into a lorry 
parked at a signal at the 

Mysore Road Satellite Bus 
Stand signal. Vijay Kumar, 
the deceased lorry driver 
(60). The accident oc-
curred around 4 am on 

Wednesday. As the Mys-
ore Road flyover was 

coming down, the lorry 
driver, who was following 
the vehicles, hit the lorry 
parked near the Satellite 

Bus Stand signal from be-
hind. The lorry, which was 
supplying vegetables to 
Swiggy Instamart, was 
coming from Malur in 

Kolar district to RR Nagar 
when the accident oc-

curred. The driver of the 
lorry, Vijay Kumar, was 
crushed to death in the 

collision. The traffic police 
have now removed the 

vehicle that was involved 
in the accident. The driv-

er’s body has been sent to 
Victoria Hospital in KR 

Market.

BENGALURU
Police have arrested two 

accused who were selling 
drugs behind a boys’ hos-

tel in Yelahanka Subur-
ban. The arrested ac-

cused have been identi-
fied as Muhammad Ni-

shad and Aadesh. 21 kg of 
ganja worth Rs 10.5 lakhs 
was seized from the ar-

rested. Both of them were 
targeting college students 
behind the hostel and try-
ing to sell drugs. Investi-
gation revealed that they 
were bringing ganja at a 

low price from other 
states and selling it here 

at double the price. A 
case under the NDPS Act 

has been registered 
against the accused at 

the Yelahanka Suburban 
Police Station. The ac-

cused have been interro-
gated further.

BENGALURU
A woman has lodged a 
complaint with the Kar-

nataka State Commission 
for Women (KSCW), al-
leging that a well-known 
ascetic from Bagalkote 

district sexually harassed 
her and is attempting to 
blackmail her. Based on 
the complaint, the Com-
mission has directed the 
police to investigate the 
matter. A complaint was 
filed last evening. I don’t 
know who the person is, 

but the complaint is from 
a woman accusing a swa-
miji from Bagalkot of sex-
ually harassing and black-
mailing her by threatening 
to release her private vid-
eos on social media if she 

doesn’t cooperate, the 
Commission’s Chairper-

son Nagalakshmi told re-
porters. She  said she  

forwarded the complaint 
to the police and spoke 

with the DCP.

PSI RECRUITMENT SCAM

HC quashes transfer of 
undertrial from Kalaburagi
‘Patil, accused in the PSI recruitment scam, was not given chance to be heard’

BENGALURU
 

The High Court has quashed 
the trial court's order transfer-
ring RD Patil, the main ac-
cused in the Police Sub-In-
spector (PSI) recruitment 
scam, from Kalaburagi Cen-
tral Prison to Mysore Prison.

A bench headed by Justice 
S Vishwajit Shetty, hearing a 
petition filed by Patil's wife 
Shobha, issued this order. 
This means that RD Patil will 
have to be shifted back to Ka-
laburagi jail from Mysore jail.

The bench said that Patil, 
who is an undertrial prisoner, 
should be heard before being 
transferred from Kalaburagi 
to Mysore Central Jail. He 
should be given an opportuni-
ty to file objections. Transfer-
ring him without giving him 
an opportunity would be a 
violation of the principles of 

natural justice.
The bench also said that it 

was not right to transfer only 
on vague grounds like securi-
ty and said that it was not 
right for the district judge to 
issue the order without con-
ducting a proper inquiry.

The Kalaburagi District and 
Sessions Court had on Janu-
ary 27 allowed the transfer of 
the accused to the Kalaburagi 
Central Jail due to security 
reasons. Patil's wife Shobha 
had filed a petition in the 

High Court challenging this.
During the hearing, the 

government's lawyers had 
stated that the transfer was 
necessary for security rea-
sons. Therefore, the transfer 
was made. They also stated 
that their arguments were not 
heard. The bench, after hear-
ing the arguments, gave this 
order.A special team of the 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) led by Super-
intendent of Police of the Fi-
nancial Intelligence Unit Ra-

ghavendra K Hegde arrested 
Patil in November 2023 in 
connection with irregularities 
in the First Grade Assistant 
(FDA) and Second Grade As-
sistant (SDA) recruitment ex-
aminations conducted by the 
Karnataka Examinations Au-
thority (KEA).A case has 
been registered against him 
under the Karnataka Control 
of Organised Crime Act 
(CODA). He was currently in 
judicial custody at the Mysore 
Central Jail. He is now to be 
shifted to Kalaburagi Jail.Ac-
cording to the chargesheet, 
Patil, a Class One civil con-
tractor from Kalaburagi, sup-
plied electronic devices like 
Bluetooth devices and walk-
ie-talkies to candidates to help 
them cheat in the exams. In-
vestigators have alleged that 
he committed similar fraud in 
several recruitment exams.

BECC chief wars of 
stern action against 

unauthorised ads

BENGALURU
 

With the objective of main-
taining the aesthetic appeal of 
public spaces and ensuring a 
safe urban environment with-
in the Bengaluru East City 
Corporation (BECC) limits, a 
special drive is being con-
ducted from April 5 to April 
13 to remove unauthorized 
advertisements such as flex 
boards, buntings, banners, and 
hoardings, said Commissioner 
DS Ramesh. 

To effectively implement 
the drive, special teams have 
been constituted in each zone 
under the leadership of Exec-
utive Engineers. These teams 
comprise Assistant Executive 
Engineers, Assistant Engi-
neers, marshals, and Prahari 
teams. Daily targets have 
been set, and operations are 
being carried out on a day-to-
day basis. 

In the KR Puram Zone, ex-
tensive operations were car-
ried out in areas including 
Horamavu, Ramamurthy 
Nagar, Vijnapura, Basavana-
p u r a ,  D e v a s a n d r a ,  A . 
Narayanapura, Vignan Nagar, 
and HAL Airport area, result-

ing in the removal of 812 flex 
boards. 

In the Mahadevapura Zone, 
intensive drives were con-
ducted in Hoodi, Garudachar 
Palya, Kadugodi, Hagadur, 
Doddanekundi, Marathahalli, 
Varthur, and Bellandur, where 
1,060 flex boards, banners, 
and buntings were removed.

Overall, during the large-
scale operations conducted 
from April 5 to April 7 in KR 
Puram and Mahadevapura 
Zones, more than 1,872 unau-
thorized advertisements in-
stalled in public places, road-
sides, drain areas, and major 
traffic corridors were re-
moved. 

The Commissioner warned 
that installing unauthorized 
advertisement boards is a 
punishable offence under the 
Karnataka Open Places (Pre-
vention of Disfigurement) 
Act. 

‘Removal drive to help check menace’
The Commissioner stated that 
this special drive is a significant 
step towards controlling illegal 
advertisements in the city and 
that such enforcement activi-
ties will continue in the future. 
He urged the public to obtain 
necessary permissions from 
the Municipal Corporation be-
fore installing advertisement 
boards, Cooperate in maintain-
ing the city’s aesthetics and 
public safety & Refrain from 
putting up unauthorized flex 
boards and banners.

Govt orders mandatory audit 
of adolescent pregnancies 

BENGALURU
 

The health department has or-
dered a mandatory audit of 
adolescent  pregnancies 
among girls, aged 10-18 
years, across the state. 

The audit will be conducted 
through the existing public 
health system to enable early 
identification of such preg-
nancies and to provide coun-
selling and preventive inter-
ventions through convergence 
with allied departments. Taluk 
Health Officers (THOs) have 
been tasked with conducting 
audits of every identified ad-
olescent pregnancy. 

They will also chair audit 
committees comprising med-
ical officers, health inspec-
tors, Asha supervisors, An-
ganwadi supervisors and 

school representatives, where 
applicable, to work at the 
field level.As per the direc-
tive, all govt and private 
healthcare facilities must re-
port adolescent pregnancies 
on the Reproductive and 
Child Health (RCH) platform. 

The audit will assess key 
aspects including age at mar-
riage, educational status, 
awareness of reproductive 
health, access to contracep-
tion, socio-economic condi-
tions and linkages with pro-
grammes such as Rashtriya 
Kishor Swasthya Karyakram 
(RKSK), Integrated Child De-
velopment Services (ICDS) 
and school health initiatives.

 The government has also 
outlined follow-up measures, 
including counselling through 
Sneha centres, provision of 

contraceptive services, identi-
fication of vulnerable adoles-
cent girls and counselling for 
medical termination of preg-
nancy where required. 

District health officers and 
state-level officials will mon-
itor the audit process and 
classify cases as preventable 
or non-preventable, while also 
submitting recommendations 
for corrective action. Deputy 
Commissioners at the district 
level and National Health 
Mission (NHM) officials at 
the state level will conduct 
periodic reviews. The order 
emphasises strict confidenti-
ality and adherence to child 
protection laws and will be 
implemented within existing 
NHM and RKSK budgets, 
without additional financial 
burden on the state.

DRUGS WORTH RS 27.42 CR 
SEIZED IN SPECIAL OPS 

BENGALURU
 

The City Police, which has 
declared war on drugs, have 
conducted operations in six 
separate police station areas 
of the city and arrested 8 ac-
cused, including four from 
out-of-state, and seized vari-
ous narcotics worth a total of 
Rs 27.42 crore.

In separate operations con-
ducted in Hebbagodi, Yelah-
anka Sub-city, MICO Layout, 
Parappana Agrahara, Bagalur, 
Banaswadi police station lim-
its on charges of illegally sell-
ing banned MDMA, ganja, 
and cocaine to earn money, 8 
accused were arrested and 
12.91 kg MDMA, 275 grams 
of cocaine, 34 kg ganja, 40 

grams of gold ornaments 
worth Rs 27.42 crore, the car 
u sed  in  the  c r ime ,  2 
two-wheelers, and two mobile 
phones were seized. A case 
has been registered against 
the arrested under the Narcot-
ic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act and 
the accused have been re-
manded in judicial custody, 
the police said. 

 A Nigerian-born man 
named Emmanuel has been 
arrested and drugs worth Rs 
27 crore have been seized on 
charges of marrying a young 
woman from Bangalore and 
running a drug ring in the 
city.The accused had come to 
India in 2014 on a business 
visa. 

Former India captain Azhar visits KSBDB, feted  
BENGALURU
Mohammad Azharuddin, a 

popular cricketer of India, 
former captain of the Indian 
cricket team, and a well-
known politician currently 
serving as the Minister for 
Minority Welfare and Public 
Enterprises in the state of Tel-
angana, visited the adminis-
trative office of the Karnataka 
State Bioenergy Development 
Board (KSBDB) on Wednes-
day. 

During the visit, he held 
discussions with the Chair-
man of the Board, SE Sud-
heendra, regarding collabora-
tive action plans between the 
two States to promote the 
development of the bioenergy 
sector. At the beginning of the 
meeting, tribute was paid to 
senior Congress leader and 
former Union Minister 
Mohsin Kidwai, who passed 
away earlier this morning. A 
one-minute silence was ob-
served in his memory.

The Chairman highlighted 
that Karnataka was the first 
State in India to formulate 
and implement a Bioenergy 
Policy 2009. He explained the 

various initiatives undertaken 
by the Board, including bio-
energy Research, Information 
and Demonstration centers, 
Biofuel parks, collaborations 
with Non-governmental orga-
nizations, Bioenergy Research 
and Quality Assurance Labo-
ratories, and collaboration 
with the Karnataka State 
Council for Science and Tech-
nology.

The Chairman further elab-
orated that under the vision-
ary leadership of Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah, bioenergy 
development has been priori-
tized as one of the ambitious 
initiatives of the Karnataka 
State Government, with guid-
ance from Rural Development 
Panchayat Raj, and IT/BT 
Minister Priyank Kharge, ef-
forts are underway to formu-
late a new bioenergy policy 
and create a supportive eco-
system for its implementation, 
supported by relevant data 
and statistics. Discussions 
also covered the significant 
investments being made in 
Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na in the production of com-
pressed biogas using agricul-

tural Residue and Napier 
grass. It was noted that Kar-
nataka has an estimated avail-
ability of over 1.52 lakh tons 
of biomass, with potential for 
investments exceeding Rs 1 
lakh crore and the creation of 
more than 35,000 direct and 
indirect employment opportu-
nities.The Chairman of the 
Board stated that orders have 
been issued to establish retail 
outlets so that biodiesel can 
be made available in the State 
in the same manner as kero-
sene is distributed by the De-
partment of Food, Civil Sup-
plies, and Consumer Affairs.   
In response to this, Azharud-
din said that there are ample 

opportunities for the develop-
ment of the bioenergy sector 
in the State of Telangana. He 
suggested holding discussions 
with Danasari  Anasuya 
Seethakka, the Minister for 
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj in Telangana, re-
garding the development of 
bioenergy sector.

The high-level meeting was 
attended by Managing Direc-
tor L Shivashankar,, Chair-
man’s advisors Nimmen Deep 
Singh, K Kishore Kumar, Dr 
H Nataraj, Secretary to the 
Minister for Food and Civil 
Supplies, Planning Advisor 
Dr GN Dayananda and Prasad 
Rabbapragada.

Weekly  
phone-in prog 

to improve 
citizen services 

BENGALURU
 

With the objective of directly 
listening to public grievances 
within the jurisdiction of the 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration, the Commissioner of 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration (BNCC), Pommala 
Sunil Kumar, has launched a 
weekly Phone-In Programme 
for citizens. This week’s 
Phone-In Programme will be 
held on Friday from 7:00 am 
to 9:00 am.During this period, 
citizens can speak directly 
with the Commissioner re-
garding various civic issues 
such as road potholes and re-
pair works, maintenance of 
streetlights, door-to-door gar-
bage collection and disposal, 
removal of hazardous trees.

Karnataka Assembly moves 
towards paperless functioning 

with NeVA initiative
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly has taken a sig-
nificant step towards com-
plete digitalisation by initi-
ating the implementation of 
the National e-Vidhan Ap-
plication (NeVA). 

Speaker U.T. Khader Fa-
reed held discussions with 
Dr. Satyaprakash Khathana, 
Additional Secretary in the 
Union Ministry of Parlia-
mentary Affairs, to advance 
the process.Following the 
meeting, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was 
signed to begin transition-
ing the Assembly to a fully 

paperless system. The move 
aims to enhance efficiency, 
transparency, and ease of 
legislative functioning 
through digital tools.

Officials said the initia-
tive would streamline legis-
lative procedures, reduce 
paper usage, and improve 
accessibility of documents 
for members.

Secretaries and senior of-
ficials from both the Legis-
lative Assembly and Legis-
lative Council were present 
during the discussions, re-
flecting a coordinated effort 
to modernise the function-
ing of Karnataka’s legisla-
ture.

Strict action will be taken 
against individuals and 
organizations violating 

the rules, including 
imposition of  fines and 

filing of  cases.
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Haveri plans Basaveshwara-Shankaracharya Jayanti
HAVERI

 
Haveri district administration 
has announced plans for a 
grand and meaningful cele-
bration of Jagajyoti Sri 
Basaveshwara and Sri Shan-
karacharya Jayanti. Addition-
al District Magistrate Dr. 
Nagaraj held a meeting at the 
District Magistrate’s Office 
on Wednesday to discuss 
preparations.

Officials, along with com-
munity leaders, finalized key 
events for the celebrations. 
On April 20, a dedication cer-
emony for the Basaveshwara 

statue will be held at 9 a.m., 
followed by a stage pro-
gram at Sri Hukkeri Math at 
10 a.m. Later, a portrait 
procession of Basaveshwara 

will take place at 4 p.m. On 
April 21, a stage program 
will be organized at Sitara-
ma Mangala Office, fol-
lowed by a portrait proces-

sion from Shankaracharya 
Math at 4 p.m.

Dr. Nagaraj instructed of-
ficials to ensure smooth ar-
rangements, including po-
lice bandobast, sound and 
lighting, seating, drinking 
water, breakfast, invitation 
cards,  and coordination 
with society leaders. He 
emphasized that all towns 
and Gram Panchayats will 
also celebrate the Jayanti to 
honor these spiritual lead-
ers.

Assis tant  Director  of 
Kannada and Sanskrit De-
partment Veeraiah Swamy 

Hiremath, along with vari-
ous departmental officials 
and

 local society leaders, at-
tended the planning meet-
ing. Dr. Nagaraj highlighted 
the importance of organiz-
ing the events respectfully 
and ensuring the participa-
tion of all community mem-
bers.

The district administra-
tion aims to make the cele-
brations a memorable occa-
sion, promoting cultural 
values, spiritual teachings, 
and unity among the people 
of Haveri.

HAVERI HONORS SAINTS 

QUICK READ
Foundation stone to 

be laid for Shramik 
School

Drunk Driver 
 Overturns Rickshaw in 

Hubballi

Jamkhandi students 
urged to learn AI 

skillsevent

GADAG
Gadag District Adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat, 

Labour Department, 
and Karnataka Building 
and Other Construction 
Workers Welfare Board 
will hold the foundation 
stone ceremony for the 

Shramik Residential 
School building in Rona 

town on April 10 at 
10:30 am at Rajiv Gan-
dhi Ayurvedic Medical 
College premises. The 
school, for children of 

registered construction 
workers, will see the 

foundation stone laid 
by Minister Dr. H.K. Patil. 

Labour Minister San-
tosh S. Lad, Legislative 

Council Speaker Ba-
savaraj Horatti, former 
CM Basavaraj Bommai, 
MLAs, and district offi-

cials will attend. The 
event aims to support 
education for workers’ 

children and strengthen 
social welfare 

initiatives.

HUBBALLI
In a shocking incident, an 

auto-rickshaw over-
turned on the main road 
in Anand Nagar around 
11. The driver, reportedly 
under the influence of 
alcohol, lost control, 

causing panic among lo-
cals. The driver, a resi-

dent of Nekaranagar, es-
caped serious injury, but 
his friend suffered a se-
vere leg injury and was 

rushed to a nearby hos-
pital. Quick-acting locals 
lifted the overturned ve-
hicle and helped the vic-
tims. The South Traffic 
Police have registered a 
“drink and drive” case, 

seized the auto, and are 
investigating. Public out-

rage over the reckless 
driving is widespread.

Jamkhandi
Students must equip 

themselves with modern 
technology skills to suc-

ceed in future careers, 
said IT and emerging 

technologies expert Bha-
girati Halalli. She deliv-

ered a special lecture on 
“Future Careers in Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Ma-

chine Learning” at the 
Government First Grade 
Women’s College, Jam-

khandi.The program was 
organized by the Depart-
ment of Computer Sci-

ence in collaboration 
with IQAC. Dr. Halalli ex-
plained key AI concepts 

including Neural Net-
works, Deep Learning, 
Generative AI, and AI 

systems in a simple and 
practical way. She de-

scribed the AI work-
flow—Data → Algorithm → 
Model → Prediction—and 

highlighted real-world 
applications in image 

processing, video analy-
sis, and audio-based 

systems.

Gadag reviews minority 
welfare schemes progress
U. Nisara Ahmed urged officials to ensure children’s education, health services, 

effective scheme delivery, and accountability for all beneficiaries
GADAG

 
A district-level review meet-
ing was held in Gadag on 
Wednesday to assess the 
progress of schemes under the 
Prime Minister’s 15-point 
program for minority welfare. 
The meeting was chaired by 
U. Nisara Ahmed, Chairman 
of the Karnataka State Mi-
norities Commission and a 
cabinet-level minister, and 
attended by officials from 
multiple departments.Speak-
ing at the gathering, U. Nisara 
Ahmed stressed that no child 
should be deprived of educa-
tion or health services. He 
directed officials to ensure 
that children completing 
pre-primary education in An-
ganwadi centers move seam-
lessly to class 1 in govern-
ment or private schools. He 
added that  government 
schemes like scholarships, nu-
tritious food, and health ser-

vices must reach children ef-
fectively and not remain just 
on paper.The minister also 
reminded officials of their re-
sponsibility to act honestly 
and ensure eligible beneficia-
ries are not denied facilities. 
He appreciated Gadag district 
for its communal harmony 
and praised the police for 
maintaining peace, recalling 
his own early service in Nar-
gund.During the meeting, of-
ficials reviewed progress in 

various sectors. The School 
Education Department report-
ed that 14,794 beneficiaries 
received assistance under the 
Samavastha and Shoe and 
Socks Schemes, and 19,128 
under Akshara Dasoha and 
Ksheera Bhagya Schemes be-
tween April 2025 and March 
2026. The Karnataka Slum 
Development Board spent Rs. 
51.87 crore under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, benefit-
ing 798 individuals. Eight mi-

nority candidates were em-
ployed in the recent job fair.

Deputy Commissioner C.N. 
Sridhar suggested career 
guidance programs in schools, 
colleges, and polytechnics to 
support students. Officials 
also highlighted initiatives in 
health, skill development, and 
labor welfare, with training 
programs aimed at interna-
tional employment opportuni-
ties.

The meeting concluded 
with a call for better coordi-
nation among departments to 
implement welfare schemes 
effectively and ensure all in-
tended beneficiaries receive 
support.

Key attendees included 
District Superintendent of Po-
lice Rohan Jagadish, Deputy 
Director of Women and Child 
Development Padmavati Ji, 
Deputy Director of School 
Education R.S. Burudi, and 
other officials.

Price hikes bite deep 
into citizens’ pockets: 

Ashok Mandali
GADAG

 
The common people are feel-
ing the pinch as prices of es-
sential goods continue to rise, 
said Ashok Mandali, Presi-
dent of the Gadag District 
Congress Campaign Commit-
tee and Gadag Taluk Guaran-
tee Implementation Authority. 
He criticized the central BJP 
government for repeatedly in-
creasing costs of fuel, LPG, 
medicines, and daily necessi-
ties.“Since coming to power 
in 2014 promising a better 
day, the government has bur-
dened people with continuous 
price hikes,” Mandali said. 
LPG prices, he added, have 
been rising sharply, with do-
mestic cylinders going up by 
Rs 51 and commercial cylin-
ders by Rs 195.50 in April 
2026. Auto LPG and aviation 
fuel have also surged, affect-
ing drivers and air travelers.

Mandali said petrol and die-
sel prices have risen far above 
2014 levels, despite a drop in 
global crude oil prices. Metro 
and railway ticket fares have 
increased, adding to citizens’ 
hardships. He pointed out that 
the rupee has lost value for 
seven consecutive years, 
reaching Rs 94 against the US 
dollar this year.Household 
debt is now 10 percent of In-
dia’s GDP, with many fami-
lies spending nearly half their 
income on food, leaving sav-
ings at a 45-year low. GST on 
essentials like milk, butter, 
and grains has made daily life 
more difficult. Even educa-
tion and solar energy items 
have become costlier due to 
high taxes.

Mandali praised Congress 
government schemes like the 
Rs 2,000 monthly Griha 
Lakshmi Yojana for women, 
which help families cope with 
rising prices. He also cited 
unemployment, lack of job 
opportunities, and slow eco-
nomic growth as additional 
pressures on citizens.“In the 
past decade, the price of sug-
ar, rice, dal, tea, coffee, ce-
ment, and paint has doubled 
or tripled,” Mandali said. He 
called for fairer tax distribu-
tion and policies that priori-
tize citizens’ needs instead of 
increasing corporate benefits.
According to Mandali, peo-
ple’s purchasing power has 
declined sharply, and urgent 
action is needed to ease the 
burden on households. With-
out such measures, the daily 
struggles of millions of fami-
lies in Karnataka and across 
India will continue to grow.

Ashok Mandali criticized 
the BJP government for 

rising fuel, LPG, 
medicine, and essential 
costs, increased taxes, 
declining rupee value, 

and worsening 
household financial 
burdens since 2014

Devaraj inaugurated census training at Sankar College, guiding enumerators 
and supervisors, with officials appointed for smooth digital operations

Navalgund prepares for digital Census 2027
NAVALGUND

 
Navalgund is gearing up for 
the Census 2027, which will 
help in planning the country’s 
development, officials said. 
This year, the census will be 
simple and fully digital, mak-
ing it easier for both enumera-
tors and residents, said Census 
Nodal Officer R. Devaraj.

Devaraj inaugurated a train-
ing workshop for supervisors 
and enumerators at Sankar 
College. He explained that res-
idents can fill out self-census 
forms online from April 1 to 
April 15. After this period, 
enumerators will visit homes 
to collect information in per-
son. He urged them to work 
carefully under trainers’ guid-
ance to avoid mistakes.

Tahsildar Sudhir Sahukar 

shared that the taluk adminis-
tration has appointed 157 enu-
merators, 26 supervisors, nine 
trainers, 16 additional enumer-
ators, and three extra supervi-
sors for rural areas to ensure 
smooth digital census opera-
tions.State Government Em-
ployees Association president 
V.D. Rangannavar, N.V. Kura-
vathi Mutt, G.M. Makanna-
vara, Deputy Tahsildar Ganesh 
Challakere, Hanumaraddy De-
vareddy, and other trainers, 

supervisors, and enumerators 
attended the workshop. They 
emphasized teamwork and ac-
curacy in collecting data.Offi-
cials said the census is a vital 
tool for understanding popula-
tion trends, planning new 
schools, hospitals, and roads, 
and distributing resources ef-
fectively. The digital approach 
is expected to save time and 
reduce errors, making the pro-
cess more efficient and trans-
parent.

April Jayantis to be 
celebrated with unity
GADAG

 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.C. Sivanandamurthy 
has called for meaningful and 
well-coordinated celebrations 
of important Jayantis falling 
in April.

Speaking at a preparatory 
meeting held at the District 
Collector’s office, he said 
events like Basava Jayanti on 
April 20, Sri Shankaracharya 
Jayanti on April 21, and Sri 
Bhagirath Jayanti on April 23 
should be organized with uni-
ty, cooperation, and harmony 
among all sections of society.

He instructed officials to 
ensure that invitation letters 
are properly distributed to 
dignitaries, departments, and 
organizations in advance. He 
also emphasized maintaining 
cleanliness at event venues 
and setting up banners with 
portraits of the great leaders.

Sivanandamurthy said 
achievers and respected mem-
bers of the community should 
be honoured during the cele-
brations. He also suggested 

organizing lectures by schol-
ars and thinkers to spread 
awareness about the teachings 
and values of these great per-
sonalities.

Officials discussed arrange-
ments such as stage setup, 
decoration, lighting, and 
sound systems to ensure 
smooth conduct of the pro-
grams. Cultural activities will 
also be included to make the 
events more engaging for the 
public.

The meeting saw participa-
tion from officials of various 
departments, educational in-
stitutions, and community 
leaders, who assured their co-
operation.

The administration aims to 
make these celebrations inclu-
sive and inspiring, encourag-
ing people to remember the 
contributions of great leaders 
and follow their ideals in dai-
ly life.

Authorities said proper 
planning and teamwork will 
help in conducting the Jayan-
ti events successfully across 
the district.

Students hold rally to 
promote health awareness

NAVALGUND
 

On the occasion of World 
Health Day, students of Gov-
ernment First Grade College in 
Navalgund organized a health 
awareness rally to educate the 
public on the importance of 
maintaining good health. Hun-
dreds of students participated 
enthusiastically, spreading 
messages about fitness, hy-
giene, and a balanced lifestyle.
The rally began at the college 
premises and proceeded 
through the main roads of the 

town. Students held placards 
and raised slogans such as 
“Swasth Jeevan – Happy Life,” 
“Health is Mahabhagya,” and 
“Cleanliness and Save Health” 
to highlight the significance of 
health and cleanliness.Inaugu-
rating the program, Principal 
Dr. M.B. Bagadi advised stu-
dents and the public to priori-
tize regular exercise, balanced 
diets, and personal hygiene. 
The procession was led by Di-
rector of Physical Education 
Manjunath Jadara and Conve-
ner Prof. A.B. Satihal.

Panchamasali leaders condemn 
action against Jayamrutiunjaya
GADAG

 
Panchamasali community 
leaders have accused the 
government of attempting to 
desecrate Pujyashri Jayamru-
tiunjaya Sri of the Pachama-
saali Peetha at Kudala-
sangama. Ayyappa Angadi, 
district president of the Pa-
chamasaali  Youth Unit , 
spoke at a press conference 
at Patrika Bhawan, condemn-
ing action taken by the Wom-
en’s Commission without 
proper investigation into a 
complaint filed by an un-
known woman.

Angadi said the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s actions 

were insulting to the guru 
and claimed that government 
authorities and certain socie-
tal elements were trying to 
suppress monks advocating 
for 2A reservation for the 
Panchamasali community. He 
warned that those conspiring 
against the guru would face 
consequences.Basavaraj Ma-
nagundi added that targeting 
the monks is an attempt to 
weaken the community’s ef-
forts to free themselves from 
political control. He demand-
ed swift government action 
against the guilty, warning 
that the society will stage 
massive protests if justice is 
not delivered.

Social worker 
urges support 
for dollu artist

GADAG
 

Social activist Krishna H. 
Hadapada has appealed to 
the government and Gadag 
district administration to 
provide support and recogni-
tion to Basavaraja Shivappa 
Hinjatti, a dollu artist from 
Kumbara Oni in Gangapura 
Peta, for his selfless social 
service.

Krishna praised Hinjatti 
for performing last rites for 
orphaned bodies for over a 
decade, regardless of caste 
or religion, including bath-
ing, preparing, and burying 
the deceased without expect-
ing any reward. “In a time 
when even relatives hesitate 
to perform such duties, his 
work is divine,” Krishna 
said, highlighting the artist’s 
dedication and humility.

Media professionals honored 
at Baldota Dharna stage

KOPPAL
 

Media professionals were fe-
licitated during the 160th day 
of the Baldota Hathao dharna 
in Koppal, highlighting the 
ongoing struggle of affected 
villagers. The youth group 
SK Movies released a short 
film titled Kick Out Baldota 
and Factories, which por-
trayed the villagers’ hard-
ships and was screened on a 
projector during the event.
Reporter Nagaraj Y., who re-
ceived the Karnataka Media 
Academy Praja Sandesh Dat-
ti Award, said that both me-
dia and public struggles work 
to bring social change. 
“When something is unjust, 
the media speaks for the 
voiceless, and the struggle 
brings them hope,” he said. 
He noted that 50 percent of 
the struggle’s goals have 
been achieved, and media 
support will continue for the 
remaining efforts.Journalist 

Raju B. R., who received the 
Karnataka Working Journal-
ists Association’s state-level 
award for social and human 
impact reporting, praised the 
activists. “The honest efforts 
of this struggle surpass all 
reports and awards,” he said.
Chief convener Allama Pra-
bhu Bettadoor emphasized 
the importance of media co-
operation and encouraged the 
youth who made the short 
film to continue raising 
awareness.

Other speakers included 
conveners Mallikarjuna Go-
nal, Manjunath G. Gondaba-
la, women leaders Jyoti M. 
Gondabala ,  and Saroja 
Bakale. The event was at-
tended by activists, journal-
ists, filmmakers, educators, 
and community leaders in-
cluding Kavya Gadada, Pri-
yanka Kinnal, Salman Khan 
Kinnal, B.G. Karigara, Ma-
hadevappa Mavinamadu, and 
many others.
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Blood donation camp to mark leaders birth anniversaries
GADAG

 
A blood donation camp was 
organized in Gadag to mark 
the birth anniversaries of Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar and Babu 
Jagjivan Ram, with officials 
urging people to donate blood 
and save lives.

Deputy Commissioner C.N. 
Sridhar said blood donation is 
one of the greatest gifts as it 
helps save lives during emer-
gencies, accidents, and sur-
geries. He added that donat-
ing blood also brings a sense 
of satisfaction and helps the 
body produce new blood 

cells. The camp was held at 
the District Administration 
Building auditorium and was 

jointly organized by the Dis-
trict Administration, Zilla 
Panchayat, Social Welfare 

Department, Municipal Coun-
cil Gadag-Betageri, District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department, and K.H. Patil 
Institute of Medical Sciences.

National award-winning re-
tired teacher S.N. Bellary 
praised the initiative and said 
organizing such a camp on the 
occasion of great leaders’ 
birth anniversaries is mean-
ingful. 

He noted that blood dona-
tion is a noble act that can 
give a new life to someone in 
need.

Many officials and dignitar-
ies participated in the event 

and encouraged the public to 
come forward and donate 
blood regularly.

The program also aimed to 
spread awareness about the 
importance of voluntary 
blood donation and its role in 
strengthening the healthcare 
system.

Organizers said such camps 
not only help hospitals main-
tain adequate blood supply 
but also create a spirit of ser-
vice among people.

Citizens, students, and staff 
actively took part in the camp, 
making the event successful 
and impactful.

BLOOD DONATION CAMP

QUICK READ
Farmers’ children 

invited for horticulture 
training

Driver burnt in car 
crash, murder 

suspected

Patel urges efforts for 
association’s overall 

growth

HAVERI
The Gadag District Horti-
culture Training Center is 
inviting applications from 

farmers’ children for a 
10-month horticulture 

training program for 
2026-27. Candidates 

must have passed SSLC, 
and their parents or 

guardians should own 
cultivable land with prop-
er land documents. Appli-
cations must be submit-
ted by 5:30 pm on April 

15. Interviews will be held 
on April 23 at the Deputy 
Director of Horticulture 
office, Devagiri, and the 
selected candidates will 
start training on May 2. 

Age limits vary by catego-
ry, and application fees 

are Rs. 30 for general and 
Rs. 15 for SC/ST/disabled 

candidates.

KARWAR
A driver was burnt to 

death after a car caught 
fire following an accident 
in Arabail Ghat of Yellapur 

taluk. The vehicle, a 
Volkswagen car, was trav-

eling from Hubballi to 
Ankola when the incident 
occurred. The identity of 

the driver is yet to be con-
firmed. Police suspect 

foul play and are probing 
whether it could be a case 
of murder. Yellapur Police 
Station has registered a 

case and launched an in-
vestigation to determine 
the cause of the fire and 
the circumstances sur-

rounding the death.

Koppal
Former Koppal Municipal 
Council President Amjad 

Patel has advised the 
newly elected leaders of 

the Koppal Hamalara 
Bandi Basaveshwara 

Sangha to work honestly 
for the welfare of mem-
bers and the overall de-

velopment of the associ-
ation.Patel felicitated 

Khader Saab Paimashi, 
who was recently elected 
president of the Sangha, 

wishing him success in 
his new role. He empha-
sized that the president 
should ensure members 
receive fair support, as-

sistance, and benefits un-
der government 

schemes, including com-
pensation and other fa-
cilities.Patel highlighted 
the importance of ad-

dressing members’ prob-
lems directly while striv-

ing to improve the associ-
ation’s services and 

reach. He urged the lead-
ership to focus on coop-

eration, transparency, 
and active engagement 

with the members for 
sustained growth.The fe-
licitation ceremony was 
attended by senior lead-

ers and association activ-
ists, including Akbar 

Saab, Syed Bashir Ahmed 
Attar, Nagaraj Meti, Rafiq 

JCB, Suhail Patel.

Congress intensifies campaign 
for Davanagere by election

Kerehalli campaigned for Congress, honoring Shivashankarappa’s legacy, 
urging youth and women to support Samarth’s candidacy

KOPPAL
 

Congress  leaders  have 
stepped up campaign efforts 
for the upcoming Davanagere 
South Assembly by-election, 
with party in-charge Parashu-
ram Kerehalli actively reach-
ing out to voters.Kerehalli, 
who is also KPCC media 
spokesperson of the SC unit, 
participated in door-to-door 
campaigning in several areas 
including Gandhinagar, 
Ambedkar Nagar, Durgamma 
Gudi, and nearby colonies. He 
appealed to voters, especially 
youth and women, to support 
the Congress candidate.The 
by-election was necessitated 
following the death of senior 

leader Shamanur Shivashan-
karappa. Campaigning is be-
ing carried out in support of 
his grandson, Samarth Mal-
likarjun Shamanur, who is 
contesting as the Congress 
candidate.Speaking during the 
campaign, Kerehalli said the 
late Shivashankarappa had 

always worked for the welfare 
of the people. He highlighted 
his contributions to the devel-
opment of the constituency 
and his efforts for farmers, 
workers, and marginalized 
communities.He expressed 
confidence that the people of 
Davangere South would sup-

port the Congress party and 
ensure the victory of its candi-
date.The campaign has seen 
the involvement of several se-
nior Congress leaders and par-
ty workers. Leaders at differ-
ent levels are coordinating ef-
forts to strengthen the party’s 
presence in the constituency.
Kerehalli also acknowledged 
the support of state leaders and 
local representatives, stating 
that united efforts would help 
the party achieve success.He 
assured that the campaign 
would continue with full 
strength in the coming days, 
focusing on connecting with 
voters and addressing their 
concerns to secure a positive 
result in the by-election.

Koppal officials told 
to ensure drinking 

water supply
KOPPAL

 
District Collector Dr. Suresh 
B. Itnal has directed officials 
to ensure uninterrupted drink-
ing water supply across Kop-
pal district during the summer 
season, stressing that no area 
should face shortages.

Chairing a review meeting 
at Patel Hall with tehsildars, 
municipal officials, and Gram 
Panchayat Development Offi-
cers, he said immediate action 
must be taken wherever water 
scarcity is expected. He in-
structed officials to identify 
private borewells in advance 
and sign agreements with 
owners. If they refuse, the is-
sue should be reported to the 
district administration.

Responding to reports of 
water shortages in newspa-
pers, the Collector told tehsil-
dars to closely monitor village 
conditions through local offi-
cers. He asked PDOs to stay 
alert and ensure timely sup-
ply, while Taluk Panchayat 
Executive Officers must su-
pervise their work regularly.

Dr. Itnal clarified that there 
is no shortage of funds for 
drinking water supply. He ad-
vised officials to use available 
resources such as local grants, 
15th Finance Commission 
funds, and tax collections. If 
additional funds are needed, 
proposals should be sent im-
mediately.

He also emphasized the 
need for regular Village Water 

Sanitation Committee meet-
ings to discuss water supply 
and tax collection issues. En-
suring clean water was anoth-
er priority, and officials were 
directed to test water before 
distribution and maintain 
overhead tanks properly.

Municipal authorities re-
ported no water shortage in 
urban areas including Koppal 
and Gangavathi cities, as well 
as other towns.

The Collector also ques-
tioned officials about failure 
to fill lakes after the release of 
water from the Tungabhadra 
Dam and ordered notices 
against those responsible for 
negligence.

Senior officials from vari-
ous departments attended the 
meeting.

Dr. Itnal urged officials at 
Patel Hall to proactively 
address water scarcity, 
monitor villages, utilize 
available funds, secure 
borewells, and report 

refusals to district 
administration promptly

Collector Sridhar directed officials to register farmers, ensure safflower 
purchase, prevent misuse, with support price Rs 6,540/quintal

Government fixes support 
price for safflower farmers
GADAG

 
The government has fixed a 
support price for the purchase 
of F.A.Q quality safflower 
crop for the 2026 winter sea-
son, aiming to help farmers 
get fair returns.

District Collector C.N. Sri-
dhar, while chairing a meeting 
at the District Collector’s of-
fice, directed officials to en-
sure that more farmers regis-
ter under the scheme and ben-
efit from it.He said a mini-
mum of 5 quintals and a max-
imum of 20 quintals of saf-
flower will be purchased from 
each farmer. Strict measures 
will be taken to prevent trad-
ers from misusing the system 
by selling produce in the 
name of farmers.Assistant Di-

rector of Agricultural Market-
ing Sudha R. Bundi said the 
support price has been fixed 
at Rs 6,540 per quintal. She 
added that the farmer registra-
tion period will be open for 
80 days, while the purchase 
period will continue for 90 
days from the date of the offi-
cial order.The purchase pro-
cess has already started along 
with registration. Procure-

ment will be carried out 
through central agency NCCF 
and the Karnataka Coopera-
tive Oilseed Growers Federa-
tion.To make the process eas-
ier, 13 purchase centres will 
be opened across the district, 
including Mulgund, Balag-
anur, Hombala, Kanakikoppa, 
Ranatur, Shigli, Abbigeri, 
Modalageri, Nargal, Nidagun-
di, Naregal, Baradura, and 
Pethalur.

Officials from agriculture, 
food and civil supplies, and 
legal metrology departments 
attended the meeting.

The Collector stressed the 
need for transparency and 
proper monitoring to ensure 
that genuine farmers benefit 
from the scheme without any 
issues.

Yoga groups honour retired 
teacher for dedicated service

GADAG
 

A special felicitation program 
was held at the municipal 
ground in Gadag to honour 
Nagaratna Gangadhar Badi-
gannavar for her long years of 
service in education and yoga.

The event was organized 
jointly by six groups, includ-
ing Bharat Swabhimana Trust 
and Patanjali Yoga Samiti, 
during an ongoing free yoga 
session. Nagaratna recently 
retired after serving 34 years 
at Maharana Pratapsimha Ed-
ucational Institution in Betag-
eri.Chief guest Rudranna Gu-
lagule praised her dedication, 
calling her service unforgetta-
ble. He said serving in one 
institution for over three de-
cades reflects commitment 
and discipline. He also appre-
ciated the couple’s contribu-
tion to yoga activities across 
the district.

Former principal S.N. Bel-
lary said it was a matter of 
pride to see such devoted ser-
vice. He recalled her support 

and contributions during her 
career and wished her a happy 
retired life.

District in-charge Giriyappa 
Madiwala said Nagaratna’s 
journey from a primary level 
teacher to a respected figure 
in education and yoga is in-
spiring. He added that her ser-
vice will continue even after 
retirement.

In her speech, Nagaratna 
said she has been active in 
yoga for 14 years and con-
ducted several camps in 
schools and hostels. She ex-
pressed gratitude to her hus-
band and colleagues for their 
support.

Other speakers also praised 
the couple for their simple life 
and continuous service to so-
ciety.

The program included de-
votional songs, felicitation 
ceremonies, and participation 
from many yoga practitioners 
and community members, 
making the event memorable 
and meaningful for all attend-
ees present.

Koppal plans grand 
celebrations for three Jayantis
KOPPAL

 
Preparations are in full swing 
in Koppal district for the cele-
bration of three important 
Jayantis, with officials and 
community leaders coming to-
gether to ensure smooth and 
meaningful events. Additional 
Deputy  C ommissioner 
Sidrameshwara chaired prelim-
inary meetings at the District 
Collector’s office on Wednes-
day and called for full coopera-
tion from all departments and 
the public.For Sri Basava Jayan-
ti on April 20, a series of events 
has been planned across the 
city. The celebrations will begin 
at 8 am with floral tributes at 
the Basaveshwara statue in 
Ambigara Chowdaiah Park, 

followed by another tribute at 
Ganj Circle at 9 am. In the eve-
ning, a procession carrying 
Basaveshwara’s portrait will 
move from Maheshwara Tem-
ple near the clock tower to Gavi 
Math at 4 pm. A public func-
tion will be held at 6 pm at Teru 
Maidan, where scholars Dr. 
V.S. Mali and Dr. Danamma 
Jhalaki will deliver special lec-
tures. Officials have been in-
structed to ensure proper ar-
rangements and decoration for 
the event.Preparations are also 
underway for Sri Shankaracha-
rya Jayanti on April 21. A pro-
cession will begin at 4 pm from 
Sri Shankaracharya Cultural 
House and pass through key 
city routes before returning to 
the venue. 

FOCUS URGED ON RURAL 
WATER AND SANITATION
KOPPAL

 
Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary T. Krishnamurthy has 
directed all Gram Panchayat 
Deve lopmen t  Off i ce r s 
(PDOs) to give special atten-
tion to drinking water supply 
and sanitation in rural areas 
of the district.

He spoke while presiding 
over a review meeting held at 
J.H. Patel Hall, where various 
PDOs and officials discussed 
water management and devel-
opment  p rograms .  He 
stressed that sufficient water 
must be stored in all village 
sources to meet needs until 
the end of summer. In areas 
without water sources, offi-
cials were instructed to take 
action as per rules with ap-
proval from higher authori-
ties.

Krishnamurthy also empha-
sized proper implementation 
of key government schemes, 
including Jal Jeevan Mission, 
Swachh Bharat Mission, 
housing schemes, and em-
ployment guarantee pro-
grams. He urged PDOs to 
improve tax collection in pan-

chayats that are lagging be-
hind and meet the targets set 
by authorities.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of safe water, he in-
structed officials to regularly 
monitor pipelines and imme-
diately repair any leaks to 
prevent contamination. Motor 
pumps and water supply sys-
tems under Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion must be kept in good 
condition at all times. Over-
head  t anks  shou ld  be 
cleaned regularly, and re-
ports with GPS photos must 
be submitted after comple-
tion of cleaning work.

He made it  clear that 
d r inking  water  tes t ing 
should be carried out com-
pletely to ensure safety for 
all residents.

The meeting was attended 
by Taluk Panchayat Execu-
tive Officers, officials from 
the Rural Drinking 

Water and Sanitation De-
partment, and PDOs from 
across the district, who dis-
cussed ways to improve 
service delivery and ensure 
better living conditions in 
rural areas.

Basaveshwara Jayanti plans 
reviewed for grand celebration
GADAG

 
Preparations are underway to 
celebrate  Jagajyot i  Sr i 
Basaveshwara Jayanti in a 
meaningful and well-orga-
nized manner in the district.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Duragesh K.R., 
who chaired a preparatory 
meeting at the District Collec-
tor’s office, said the main pro-
gram will be held on April 20 
at the auditorium of the Dis-
trict Administration Building.

He directed officials to en-
sure that celebrations are also 
conducted at the taluk level 
under the leadership of 
Tahsildars. The event will in-
clude felicitation of students 
who scored highest marks in 
SSLC and PUC examinations, 
along with recognition of 
achievers and respected elders 
from the community.

Dr. Duragesh stressed that 

the teachings and values of 
Basaveshwara should reach 
every section of society. He 
s a i d  B a s a v e s h w a r a ’s 
vachanas, which focus on so-
cial welfare and equality, re-
main relevant today and must 
be shared widely.

Officials discussed arrange-
ments such as stage setup, 
refreshments, invitation print-
ing, and cultural programs. 
Plans were also made to orga-
nize essay competitions and a 
procession as part of the cele-
brations.Leaders and commu-
nity members shared sugges-
tions to make the event more 
inclusive and impactful. The 
administration emphasized 
coordination among depart-
ments and support from orga-
nizations to ensure the suc-
cess of the program.

Several officials and digni-
taries attended the meeting 
and assured full cooperation.

Rona officials told 
to act urgently on 
rural water crisis

RONA
 

With the intensity of summer 
increasing, Rona Taluka Pan-
chayat officials have been 
instructed to take urgent ac-
tion to prevent drinking wa-
ter problems in rural areas.

The issue was highlighted 
during a major progress re-
view meeting held at the Ta-
luka Panchayat Sabha Bha-
van, chaired by the executive 
officers of Rona Taluk. Offi-
cials were warned to ensure 
that no village faces a short-
age of drinking water.

Executive officers directed 
the rapid repair of damaged 
borewells, digging of new 
borewells where required, 
and proper management of 
water tankers and storage 
systems. A Gram Pancha-
yat-level review of water 
sources was recommended to 
identify areas with declining 
water levels and take early 
action. 
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Farmers asked to file insurance objections before deadline
INSURANCE REJECTION NOTICE

Morarji 
School exam 

scheduled on April 12
Chitradurga

The Minority Welfare De-
partment will hold the en-
trance exam for admission 
to the 6th class at Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam and Morarji 

Desai Residential Schools 
on April 12. Candidates 

who applied can down-
load their admit cards 

from the official website. 
The exam aims to select 
students for quality edu-
cation under the residen-

tial school scheme. For 
guidance and queries, stu-

dents can contact the 
nearest Minority Welfare 
residential schools or the 

district and taluk informa-
tion centers. Officials have 
urged candidates to carry 

the admit card and neces-
sary documents on exam 

day and follow instruc-
tions carefully.

QUICK READ
Free volleyball, 

athletics 
camp begins 

Man critically injured 
in car accident

Chitradurga
The Youth Empowerment 
and Sports Department 

has announced a free 
summer training camp for 
volleyball and athletics at 
Veeravanite Onake Obav-
va Stadium. The program 
runs from April 10 to 30, 
with sessions from 6:30 

am to 8:30 am and 5 pm 
to 7 pm daily. Students, 

athletes, and hostel chil-
dren are encouraged to 
join and improve their 

skills. Experienced coach-
es Mohammed Mahibul-
lah (volleyball) and Tip-
panna S Mali (athletics) 
will lead the training. In-

terested participants can 
contact them directly for 

more details and registra-
tion, ensuring a chance to 
learn and enhance sport-
ing talents this summer.

Hassan
A man was seriously in-
jured in a car accident 

near Malali Bypass, Sak-
leshpura, while traveling 
to vote in the Kerala As-

sembly Elections on April 
9. The injured has been 

identified as Abdul Khad-
er, who works in Hydera-
bad. His car lost control, 

hit a divider, and went off 
the road, landing about 25 

feet away with the front 
crushed. Khader received 
initial treatment at Sakle-

shpur Hospital and was 
later shifted to Mangaluru 

for further care. Police 
said excessive speed may 
have caused the accident 
and are investigating un-

der Sakleshpur City Police 
jurisdiction.

Women’s empowerment drives Mandya’s 
bright future: Chaluvarayaswamy

Minister Chaluvarayaswamy urged women to seize opportunities, emphasized education, 
praised participation, and hailed CEO Nandini as an inspiring role model

MANDYA

The government is taking 
strong steps to empower 
women, with over Rs 1.30 
lakh crore granted under var-
ious schemes, said N Chalu-
varayaswamy, Minister for 
Agriculture and Mandya Dis-
trict In-charge. He spoke 
during the International Wom-
en’s Day 2026 event at Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Bhavan, orga-
nized in collaboration with 
the District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, and Women 
and Child Development De-
partment.

“Difficulties come to every-
one, but women should use 
the opportunities provided by 
the government,” he said. 
“Women have had a special 
role in India since before in-
dependence. Education is key. 
As we say, ‘If a girl learns, it 
is like opening a school.’”

Chaluvarayaswamy high-

lighted women’s participation 
in teaching, Zilla Panchayat, 
and Gram Panchayat elec-
tions, and mentioned that 
women may soon get assem-
bly election reservations. He 
praised District CEO K.R. 
Nandini, who secured first 
place nationally in the IAS 
exam, as a role model for 

young women.
He emphasized that wom-

en’s education and active par-
ticipation are essential for 
India’s economic growth. 
Plans are underway to open a 
market in Mandya for women 
to sell products made under 
the NRML scheme. Upcom-
ing Gram Panchayat elections 

will allow citizens to respon-
sibly elect qualified represen-
tatives.

MLA P. Ravikumar said na-
tional development is tied to 
women’s growth. Vijayal-
akshmi Raghunandan, Vice 
President of Small Industries 
for Women, announced a 100-
acre garment project in 

Basaral to boost women’s em-
ployment.

CEO Nandini added that 
Women’s Day should focus 
on empowerment, not just 
celebration. Programs running 
from March 8 to April 8 in-
clude self-defense, hygiene, 
food safety, and agricultural 
training. Sports, debates, es-
says, and cooking competi-
tions were also held to en-
courage women’s participa-
tion.

The event featured stalls by 
women’s self-help groups, a 
free blood donation camp, 
and health check-ups. Prizes 
and sewing machines were 
distributed to winners of com-
petitions and beneficiaries of 
government schemes.

District Collector Dr. Ku-
mar and other officials attend-
ed, praising the women of 
Mandya for their growing role 
in building a strong, empow-
ered society.

Chitradurga 
officials urged to 
speed self-census

CHITRADURGA

As part of preparations for the 
Census of India-2027, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner 
B.T. Kumaraswamy has is-
sued strict instructions to ac-
celerate the “Self-Census” 
process across the district.

Addressing a meeting of 
department heads at the Dis-
trict Collector’s office on 
Wednesday, he stressed that 
while the first phase—the 
preparation of the house list—
has begun, public participa-
tion in the self-census must be 
intensified. He instructed all 
government officers and em-
ployees, from heads of de-
partments to Group ‘D’ staff, 
to complete their self-enumer-
ation as a priority.

Officials were directed to 
submit acknowledgement 
numbers to the District Col-
lector’s election branch by 
next Monday to ensure 100% 
participation within their of-
fices. Highlighting that neigh-
boring districts have achieved 
4–5% progress, he noted that 
Chitradurga has recorded only 
0.64%, emphasizing the need 
for urgent action.

Kumaraswamy urged heads 
of the Health Department to 
involve all staff, while the Ed-
ucation Department should 
mobilize teachers, Akshara 
Dasoha staff, and SDMC 
members. At the Gram Pan-
chayat level, PDOs, secretar-
ies, and members must active-
ly participate, ensuring that 
Anganwadi workers, helpers, 

sanitation staff, and out-
sourced employees are in-
cluded. Students above 18 
years residing in government 
hostels were also encouraged 
to register family details on-
line. He emphasized that 
self-enumeration is simple 
and crucial for accurate data 
on household heads, housing 
conditions, and basic ameni-
ties like water and electrici-
ty—essential for planning 
government programs.

The self-enumeration pro-
cess will continue until April 
15, with public registration 
available at https://se.census.
gov.in. Officials and residents 
alike are urged to participate 
promptly.

The meeting included Mu-
nicipal Commissioner Laksh-
mi, District Health Officer Dr. 
G.P. Renuprasad, District 
Census Officer Ravikumar, 
and senior officials from So-
cial Welfare, Minority Wel-
fare, Horticulture, and other 
departments.

Kumaraswamy urged 
urgent self-census 

participation, directing 
all government staff, 

departments, and 
Gram Panchayat 

workers to complete 
enumeration and 

submit 
acknowledgements to 

ensure full district 
involvement 

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Farmers in Chikkaballapur 
taluk have been asked to sub-
mit objections regarding re-
jected crop insurance claims 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima scheme for the 
2024-25 monsoon season.

Officials said that 284 
proposals from the taluk 
have been rejected by insur-
ance companies as they did 
not meet the guidelines set 

by the Central and State 
Governments. The list of 
rejected applications has 
been displayed at Farmer 
Contact Centres across all 
Gram Panchayat hoblis, as 
well as at key government 
offices.

Authorities have given 
farmers an opportunity to ap-
peal against the rejection. 
Farmers must submit their 
objections along with re-
quired documents before 

April 30 at their nearest 
Farmer Contact Centre or the 

office of the Assistant Direc-
tor of Agriculture.

Officials warned that if no 
objections are received within 
the deadline, the rejected pro-
posals will be treated as final.

Farmers have been asked to 
provide proper documents re-
lated to the insured crop. 
These include land records, 
proof of crop registration for 
insurance, receipts under the 
support price scheme, and 
proof of sale at APMC mar-
kets.

Officials said these docu-

ments are necessary to verify 
the claims and process ap-
peals correctly. Farmers were 
advised not to delay submis-
sion to avoid losing benefits.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment urged all affected farm-
ers to check the list carefully 
and take timely action if 
needed.

For further assistance, 
farmers can visit nearby cen-
tres or contact agriculture de-
partment offices for guidance.

District Magistrate Venkatesh ordered timely e-asset application clearance, warned officials 
against delays, emphasizing accountability and potential disciplinary action

District Magistrate visits 
Chitradurga Municipal office

CHITRADURGA

District Magistrate T. Ven-
katesh made a surprise visit to 
the Chitradurga Municipal 
Corporation on Wednesday to 
inspect the functioning of var-
ious departments. He ex-
pressed strong dissatisfaction 
over delays in verifying doc-
uments and distributing e-as-
sets to the public.

During his inspection, the 
District Magistrate listened to 
complaints from citizens and 
questioned officials about the 
pending e-asset applications. 
“It is not right to keep appli-

cations pending for months. If 
there are problems, they 
should be reported immedi-
ately and resolved,” he said. 
He directed that all applica-
tions be verified and distribut-
ed within the specified time 
frame, without giving techni-
cal excuses.

Warning staff about possi-
ble consequences, Venkatesh 
set a deadline for officials to 
visit each department and 
clear pending files. He also 
highlighted that despite hav-
ing computers and online fa-
cilities, work is moving slow-
ly. Officials neglecting their 

duties may face disciplinary 
action, he added.

The District Magistrate em-
phasized the importance of a 
transparent system so that res-
idents can receive municipal 
services without any hin-
drance. His surprise visit cre-
ated a stir among officials but 
received appreciation from 
the public for addressing de-
lays promptly.

Municipal Commissioner 
Lakshmi, Municipal Execu-
tive Engineer Raju, Revenue 
Officer Prakash, Office Man-
ager Jayanna, and other offi-
cials were present during the 

visit. Citizens attending the 
office praised the District 
Magistrate’s hands-on ap-
proach and said it would help 
improve efficiency and ac-
countability in municipal ser-
vices.

Free ambulance service 
launched for rural residents
PAVAGAD

A free ambulance service was 
launched to support residents 
of Vallur and Tirumani Gram 
Panchayat areas in Pavagad 
taluk. The vehicle was provid-
ed by AYANA Renewable 
Power Pvt. Ltd. to improve 
emergency healthcare and en-
sure timely medical assis-
tance.

The ambulance was jointly 
flagged off by MLA H.V. 
Venkatesh and Dharmavaram 
TDP incharge Paritala Sriram 
at a program held in Venkata-
mmanahalli on Tuesday. The 
initiative aims to benefit rural 
communities by offering 
quick transport during medi-

cal emergencies.
Officials and community 

leaders said the service will 
play a vital role in saving 
lives, especially in remote ar-
eas where access to healthcare 
facilities can be limited. They 
appreciated the company’s 
contribution toward public 
welfare and health protection.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing social workers Battineni 
Nagendra Rao and Channa-
krishnappa, AYANA represen-
tative Vaibhav Katharia, PLD 
Bank President Seshagiri, and 
other local leaders, were pres-
ent at the event, expressing 
support for the initiative and 
its positive impact on the 
community.

Srinivaspur plans meaningful Ambedkar Jayanti celebration
SRINIVASPUR

The Srinivaspur Working 
Journalists’ Association held 
a preparatory meeting to plan 
the upcoming Dr.  B.R. 
Ambedkar Jayanti at the Ta-
luk Journalists’ Bhavan. Asso-
ciation President C. Nagaraj 
chaired the session, attended 
by office bearers and execu-
tive committee members.

Members emphasized that 
the celebration should go be-
yond rituals, highlighting Dr. 

Ambedkar’s ideals, constitu-
tional values, and his message 
of equality and social justice. 
They said the event should 
inspire youth and increase 

public awareness about his 
contributions to the nation.

It was decided to organize a 
simple yet meaningful pro-
gram at the Journalists’ Bha-

van. During the celebration, a 
meritorious child of a journal-
ist will be honored for out-
standing achievements in aca-
demics, sports, or other fields, 
promoting young talent.

The meeting also assigned 
responsibilities to ensure 
smooth conduct of the event. 
The President urged all mem-
bers to actively participate, 
work together, and make the 
Ambedkar Jayanti celebration 
both respectful and impactful 
for the community.

Bidar plans grand Basavanna birth anniversary
BIDAR

Bidar will celebrate the birth 
anniversary of cultural leader 
Vishwaguru Basavanna on 
April 20 in a grand manner, 
officials announced. Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Shivananda B. Karale presid-
ed over a preliminary plan-
ning meeting at the District 
Collector’s office on Wednes-
day.

The day’s events will begin 
at 9 a.m. with worship at 
Basavanna’s portrait at the 
District Collector’s office. At 
10 a .m. ,  the  s ta tue  a t 
Basaveshwara Circle will be 
garlanded, followed by a 

stage program at Pujya Chan-
nabasava Pattadevaru Ranga 
Mandira at 11 a.m. Schools 
and colleges across the dis-
trict will also offer prayers at 
Basavanna’s portraits.

ADC Karale instructed the 
Public Education Department 
and Pre-Graduate Education 
Department to organize essay 
and speech competitions on 
Basavanna’s vachanas in 
schools and colleges. The 
Municipal Corporation will 
decorate important city circles 
with lamps, maintain cleanli-
ness, and provide drinking 
water.

The Kannada and Culture 
Department will arrange art 

troupes, while the Police De-
partment will ensure proper 
security for the events. Com-
munity leaders discussed fur-
ther arrangements during the 
meeting to ensure smooth cel-
ebrations.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Superintendent 
of Police Chandrakath Pujara, 
Deputy Secretary of Zilla 

Panchayat Sharanappa Kotta-
pagola, Traffic Inspector Ra-
mesh Mailurakar, Assistant 
Director of Kannada and Cul-
tural Department Siddram 
Shinde, Dr. Rajneesh Vali, 
Shashidhar Hosalli, and lead-
ers including Basavaraj Dhan-
nur, Shivasharanappa Vali, 
Jagannagha Hebbale, Mahesh 
Golanalkar, and others.
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IN THE COURT OF THE II 
ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC

AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.MIS.NO.172/2026

Smt. Gangamma
W/o Late Doddamaddurappa
Aged about 73 years,
R/at Beedikere Village,
Tubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District and others.

...Petitioners
Vs

Registrar of Birth and death
The Tahsildar
Doddaballapura Taluk
Doddaballapura and others.

..Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioners has filed 
the above petition under Section 13 
(3) and 14 of Registration of Births 
and Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the 
death certificate of the Husband of 
petitioner No.1 and father of petition-
er No.2 to 5 and Respondent No.2 & 
3 by name Late Doddamaddurappa 
S/o Late Muniyappa who died on 
14.03.2012 at Beedikere Village, 
Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura Ta-
luk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that 
whoever has interested in the said 
matter may appear in person or 
through an advocate duly authorized 
before the above said court on 11.5.26. 
In default this matter will be heard and 
disposed off as ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the 
court on the 8th day of April, 2026.
Date:8-4-2026 By Order of the Court

Chief Ministerial Officer
Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Doddaballapura
Advocate
T.G. Vijayakumar
#35, 2nd Main, Priyadarshini Layout,
Palanajogihalli,
Doddaballapur Town.

I, Sri. Kemparaj K, S/o Dodda Kempaiah, 
Aged about 44 years, Residing at No.46, 
Basaveshwara Nagar new Extension, 
Kenkeri, Kanakapura Town, Kanakapura 
Taluk, Bengaluru South District, do here-
by solemnly affirm and state on oath as 
follows:
1. I am a permanent resident of the 
above- mentioned address.
2. In my Aadhaar Card bearing No. 
8316  2156 6618, my name is entered as 
“KEMPARAJ K S/O DODDA KEMPAIAH”.
3. In my Voter ID Card bearing No. 
ZVG3525557, my name is entered as 
“KEMPARAJ K S/O DODDA KEMPAIAH”.
4. In my PAN Card bearing No. CD-
MPK6648B, my name is entered as 
“KEMPARAJ K S/O DODDA.KEMPAIAH”.
5. I further submit that where as In all my 
other records and documents, my name 
is entered as “KEMPARAJ K S/O DODDA 
KEMPAIAH”.
6. As per the advice of astrologer and 
family elders, I have decided to change 
my name as  “D KEMPRAJU GOWDA S/O 
DODDA KEMPAIAH”.
7. Henceforth, my name shall be contin-
ued in future as “D KEMPRAJU GOWDA 
S/O DODDA KEMPAIAH” and I shall be 
known, called, and recognized by this 
name for all purposes.
8. I hereby declare that the names 
“KEMPARAJ K” and “D KEMPRAJU GOW-
DA” refers to one and the same person, 
that is myself.
9. I further declare that from now on-
wards I shall sign and use my name as 
“D KEMPRAJU GOWDA” in all my re-
cords, documents, and future transac-
tions.

The above statements are true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge 

information and belief. If any 
information found to be false, I shall be 

liable for legal action

Place: Kanakapura                 DEPONENT
Date: 8/4/26

SWORN TO BEFORE ME
RAMACHANDRA B.Sc.,LLD

Advocate & Notary
M.G.Road, Opp:PWD Office

KANAKAPURA-562117

AFFIDAVIT

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to bring to the notice of the General Public that our Client is intending 
to purchase the residential Site property bearing No.51/A, formed in Sy. No. 
66/3, 66/4 and etc., in the layout formed by NGEF Employees House Building 
Co-operative Society Limited, situated at Nagashettyhalli, Bangalore North 
Taluk, Bengaluru, as per the approval of Bangalore Development Authority, 
vide Letter No. BDA/JPT/619/74-75, dated 06.07.1974, Now within the limits 
of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike Ward No.19-Sanjaynagar, which is 
more fully described in the Schedule hereunder as the “SCHEDULE PROP-
ERTY” from its Owner Sri. I. AROCKIANATHAN, aged about 73 years, S/o 
Sri. Irudayanathan, residing at No.743-44, Maria Nivas, 1st Cross, Chowdesh-
wari Layout, Marathahalli, Bengaluru- 560 037. The Owner has represented 
to our Client that he is the sole and absolute owner of the Schedule Property 
having unrestricted rights of alienation over the same.  The Owner has further 
represented to our Client that the Schedule Property is free from all encum-
brances, charge, lien, litigations and/ or any third party rights/ claims of any 
nature whatsoever.
Notice is hereby given to the general public that if any person/s, having/any 
claim or asserting any right, title, interest or claim, has any pending litigation, 
or any ex-parte decree, tenancy, mortgage, charge, lien or demand or any other 
interest of whatsoever nature in or upon the Schedule Property or any part 
thereof, the same may be brought to the notice of the undersigned in writing 
together with all details and documents in support of such claim within 05 
(FIVE) days from the date of this Notice, failing which, it shall be deemed that 
the aforesaid Owner has a clear and marketable title to the Schedule Property 
and that none else has any right, title, interest or claim whatsoever in respect of 
the Schedule Property; and our Client would be at liberty to proceed to enter 
into and complete the intended transaction in respect of the Schedule Property. 
Any objections and/or claims received after the expiry of the stipulated period 
shall neither be entertained nor be binding on our Client. 

SCHEDULE PROPERTY
All that piece and parcel of the residential Site property bearing No.51/A, 
formed in Sy. No. 66/3, 66/4 and etc., in the layout formed by NGEF Employees 
House Building Co-operative Society Limited, situated at Nagashettyhalli, Ban-
galore North Taluk, Bengaluru, as per the approval of Bangalore Development 
Authority, vide Letter No. BDA/JPT/619/74-75, dated 06.07.1974, Now within 
the limits of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike Ward No.19-Sanjaynagar, 
Measuring East: 62.6 feet, West: 65 feet, North: 35 feet and South:58 feet, totally 
measuring 2966 Sq. ft., and bounded on: East by: Site No.52, West by:  
Private Property, North by:Road, South by:P & T Layout.

Sd/- 
(N Shiva Kumar)
Advocate / Partner 

Shiva & Shiva, Advocates, No: 11, Shiva Krupa, 2nd  
Floor, Above SBI Bank, 19th Main, Rajajinagar 2nd 

Block Bangalore - 560 010, Ph: 080-23323131 

Date :  08/04/2026                                       
Place: Bengaluru

I, SRINIVAS VENKATASWAMY, 
S/o Venkataswamy, resident 

of Chikkathirupathi Post, 
Bagur Rural-563160, 

have changed my 
name to SRINIVASA 

VENKATASWAMY, vide 
affidavit dated: 03.04.2026, 
before Notary S SAMUEL 
SOLOMON, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, MANGALI BAI, W/o. 
Lalchand Dhiraj Kumar 

Bhandari, Resident of No. 27 
East Circle Road, V V Puram, 

Bengaluru - 560004, Karnataka, 
have changed my name to 

MANGALI BHANDARI, vide 
affidavit dated: 08.02.2026 

before notary MEER HASSAN, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, VARUN BALAKISHNAPPA, 

S/o Balakrishnappa, 
resident of Muthasandra, 

via Varthur Post, 
Bangalore-560087, have 

changed my name to VARUN 
BALAKRISHNAPPA, vide 
affidavit dated: 02.04.2026, 
before Notary S SAMUEL 
SOLOMON, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

DOCUMENT LOST
I, Sakthivel S. S/o Mallika 

R/a No. 11/41, Kare Gowda Layout, 
Kanaka Nagar, K. Channasandra, 

Horamavu, Bangalore-560 043  
have lost Original Sale Deed  

Document No. HBB-1-01793-2014-15  
CD No. HBBD158 

date of Registration 26-6-2014 
vide FIR bearing No.0350/2018 

dated 24-7-2018 at 
Ramamurthy Nagar Police Station.   
Finders please contact: 72228 76777 

or inform near by Police Station

To place a classified 
ad contact:  

080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Raichur officials urged 
to fix water crisis

RAICHUR

 As summer heats up, Raichur 
is facing growing concerns 
over drinking water shortages. 
District In-charge Minister 
Dr. Sharan Prakash Patil has 
warned that nodal officers 
will be held responsible if wa-
ter problems are not ad-
dressed promptly in villages 
across the district.

The minister made these 
remarks while leading a meet-
ing of officers at the new Dis-
trict Collector’s office hall 
near Yaklaspur on Wednes-
day. With the risk of water 
scarcity rising, he instructed 
officials to identify villages 
likely to face shortages and 
act immediately to prevent 
crisis.

Dr. Patil emphasized pre-
paring a list of affected villag-
es and taking urgent steps 
such as supplying water 
through tankers where need-
ed. He also asked authorities 
to ensure fodder is available 

for cattle amid potential short-
ages.

Despite Raichur receiving 
60% more rainfall than usual 
last year, the minister said 
precautionary measures are 
crucial, as some areas may 
still face water scarcity. Over 
Rs. 1,000 crore has already 
been invested in water proj-
ects, leading to better supply 
systems in many villages.

To monitor and manage is-
sues, control rooms will be 
established at the District Col-
lector’s office, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Tahsildar, and Municipal-
ity offices. Nodal officers 
have been appointed at taluk 
levels, and appointments at 

gram panchayat levels are un-
derway under the Assistant 
Commissioner’s guidance.

Dr. Patil noted that prelimi-
nary planning has been done 
with all relevant departments 
to handle water distribution 
efficiently from March 
through June.

The meeting was attended 
by MLAs Dr. Shivaraj Patata, 
Basana Gowda Daddal, Ham-
paiah Nayyam Sahukar, Dis-
trict Magistrate Nitish K, GP 
CEO Ishwar Kumar Kandu, 
and Municipal Commissioner 
Zubeen Mohapatra. Authori-
ties hope these coordinated 
efforts will prevent severe 
water shortages this summer.

Separate ministry soon for MSMEs in K’taka
KALABURAGI

Small Industries and Public 
Enterprises Minister Dr. Sha-
ranabasappa Darshanapur has 
announced that a separate 
ministry will soon be set up to 
manage micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs) in 
Karnataka.

He made the announcement 
while inaugurating the “Kala-
buragi Divisional Level 
Stakeholder Consultation 
Workshop” on the new indus-
trial policy for MSME units, 
organized by the Industries 
and Commerce Department at 
KKCCI’s S.R. Raghoji Audi-
torium on Wednesday.

Dr. Darshanapur highlight-
ed that several Indian states 
already have dedicated 
MSME ministries, and the 
state government has request-
ed Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah to establish one in Kar-
nataka. “Our government is 

committed to strengthening 
the economy. By encouraging 
industries beyond Bangalore, 
especially in Kalyan Karnata-
ka and Mumbai Karnataka, 
we aim to attract more indus-
trial projects. Special privileg-
es will be offered to set up big 
industries here, based on the 
Dr. Nanjundappa report,” he 
said.

District Magistrate B. Fau-
zia Tarannum said steps are 
underway to acquire land for 
Kalaburagi city’s third-stage 

industrial area. “We are pro-
moting local talent and entre-
preneurship. For example, 
women in Kalaburagi are 
earning ₹25,000–₹35,000 per 
month through local enter-
prises like our branded Kala-
buragi Roti,” she added.

The workshop invited 
stakeholders from diverse 
sectors, including entrepre-
neurs, industrialists, econo-
mists, and startups, who 
shared feedback on policy 
initiatives. Honorary Secre-

tary Shivaraj Inginashetti 
called for better credit facili-
ties, more incentives, and 
preferential procurement for 
local businesses.

Additional Director of 
MSME Department Manik V. 
Raghoji delivered the wel-
come address, while Abdul 
Azim, Joint Director of the 
District Industrial Center, pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

Dr. Darshanapur concluded: 
“Structural rules will be inte-
grated into the industrial pol-
icy soon. We are committed 
to implementing a robust in-
dustrial policy and facilitating 
entrepreneurs, fostering in-
dustrial growth across Kala-
buragi division.”

Key participants included 
Shashikant B. Patil, Abhijeet 
R. Padashetty, Jambanna Eka-
lasapura, Vishnudas, and lead-
ing entrepreneurs from Kala-
buragi and neighboring dis-
tricts.

No shortage of auto LPG in 
State; public urged not to 

heed rumours
BALLARI

The Department of Food, 
Civil Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs has clarified that re-
ports of a shortage of auto 
LPG at various gas stations 
across the State are based on 
misinformation. It has come 
to the government’s attention 
that auto owners and drivers 
have been queuing up at gas 
stations over the past few 
days due to such rumours. 
The department has urged the 
public not to panic.

Officials stated that only a 
few private suppliers faced 
minor shortages, which are 
being addressed by increasing 
supply through public sector 
oil companies such as Indian 
Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat 
Pe t ro leum Corpora t ion 

(BPC), and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPC).

Earlier, these companies 
supplied an average of 56.67 
metric tonnes of auto LPG 
daily. However, to meet cur-
rent demand, supply has been 
significantly increased, with 
around 83.58 metric tonnes 
now being delivered to retail 
outlets each day.

Supply data from April 2 to 
April 6 shows consistent 
availability: 87.78 metric 
tonnes on April 2, 86.05 on 
April 3, 84.80 on April 4, a 
peak of 94.11 on April 5, and 
83.58 on April 6. The govern-
ment has appealed to auto 
drivers and the public not to 
believe false rumours or 
crowd gas stations unneces-
sarily, assuring that supply 
remains stable and adequate.

Census drive: District Judge 
K.G. Shanthi undertakes 

self-enumeration
BALLARI

The Government of India’s 
important initiative, the Cen-
sus exercise, has begun suc-
cessfully, with Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge and 
Chairperson of the District 
Legal Services Authority, 
K.G. Shanthi, setting an ex-
a m p l e  b y  c o m p l e t i n g 
‘ s e l f - e n u m e r a t i o n ’ o n 
Wednesday at her office in 
the District Court.

In this year ’s Census, 
greater emphasis has been 
placed on digital methods. 
The judge entered her details 
online through the official 
Census portal, highlighting 
the ease and efficiency of the 
system.

She stated that the Census 
plays a crucial role in shap-

ing the country’s develop-
ment and future planning. 
Every citizen has a responsi-
bility to provide accurate in-
formation without any dis-
crepancies, she added.

Shanthi noted that digital 
enumeration not only saves 
time but also improves the 
accuracy of data collection. 
She encouraged the public to 
make use of the opportunity 
to complete ‘self-enumera-
tion’ online and extend full 
cooperation to the Census 
process.

On the occasion, Member 
Secretary of the District Le-
gal Services Authority and 
Senior Civil Judge Rajesh N. 
Hosamane also participated 
in the self-enumeration pro-
cess and registered his de-
tails.

Helpline launched 
for rural drinking 

water issues
MANDYA

The Mandya Zilla Panchayat 
has launched a helpline to 

address drinking water prob-
lems in rural areas as summer 
approaches. Residents facing 
water-related issues can con-
tact the Zilla Panchayat help-

line at 9480872005.
Taluk-wise helpline numbers 
of assistant executive engi-
neers are also available: Kr-

ishnarajpet – 
9480872105/9632769002, 

Maddur – 
9480872110/9611156538, 

Malavalli – 
9480872115/8073869030, 

Madya – 
9480872100/9448331517, 

Nagamangala – 
9480872120/7892595299, 

Padavapura – 
9480872125/9886697412, 

and Srirangapatna – 
9480872130/9900848408. 

Citizens are urged to use 
these numbers to report is-

sues promptly.

FID now mandatory for 
fertilizer purchase

CHIKKABALLAPUR

In Chikkaballapur, the central 
government has made it man-
datory for farmers to obtain a 
Farmer Identification (FID) to 
purchase fertilizers. Farmers 
must also link all their land 
records to the FID. Officials 
stated that fertilizer distribu-
tion will now be managed 
through the K-Kisan software 
based on this data.

The decision comes amid 
delays in fertilizer production 
due to imported raw materials 
and ongoing Middle East con-
flicts. Authorities are closely 

monitoring distribution to 
avoid shortages. Farmers 
without an FID are instructed 
to visit Raitha Samparka Ken-
dras, General Service Kend-
ras, or Grama One Kendras to 
register, while existing FID 
holders must update their land 
details. The system aims to 
curb black-market sales and 
ensure fertilizers are distribut-
ed according to crop and land 
requirements. Sellers must 
record transactions digitally, 
failing which strict action will 
be taken under the Fertilizer 
Control Order, 1985, officials 
warned.

Students lead roadside cleanliness drive in Sedam
SEDAM

Students of the National Ser-
vice Scheme (NSS) from 
Government First Grade Col-
lege carried out a cleanliness 
drive along Vidyanagar Bada-
vani road in Sedam town. 
About 30 students, guided by 
NSS officers Dr. Anil Andola-
kar, Dr. Ravindra Kumbara, 
and Dr. Lakshmi, cleared gar-

bage, spread soil in low-lying 
areas, and tidied the roadside.

The disciplined work and 
teamwork of the students im-
pressed local residents. Col-
lege principals Dr. Pandita 
BK, Ashok Kumar Bennur, 
Dr. Chandrashekar Chikki 
Gowda, Dr. Kapila Dev, and 
Dr. Gyanamitra joined the 
event, supporting the initia-
tive and encouraging students 

to continue such social ser-
vice activities.

Rare Veeragallu discovery 
sheds light on local history

TUMKUR

A rare ‘Thurugol Veeragallu’ of his-
torical importance has been discov-
ered in Hoysalakatte village near 
Huliyaru in Chikkanayakanahalli 
taluk, offering new insights into the 
region’s past.

The stone inscription was found 
on private land about 500 meters 
from the village bus stand. Histori-
ans say such Veeragallu stones were 
erected in memory of heroes who 
sacrificed their lives protecting cat-
tle, which were considered valuable 
wealth in ancient times.

The carving on the stone shows a 
warrior holding an axe, with cows 
depicted behind him. Symbols of 
the sun and moon are also seen 
above, signifying that the hero’s 
fame should last forever.

At the bottom of the stone, a two-

line inscription in old Kannada script 
mentions a hero from a place called 
Oddahalli who died while defending 
cattle. It also records that land was 
donated for the welfare of the hero’s 
family and for maintaining the me-
morial.

Earlier, the stone had gone unno-
ticed by villagers. Recently, an 
awareness program was organized by 
a Government First Grade College 
and the Karnataka History Academy 
to highlight its importance.

Students and researchers visited 
the site and studied the inscription. 
Research student Satish Kumar Nay-
ak said preserving such monuments 
is important to understand the brav-
ery and culture of ancestors.

Faculty members and students 
took part in the study and urged au-
thorities and locals to protect the site 
for future generations.

Free health check-up camp held in Bidar
BIDAR

A free health check-up camp was or-
ganized in Chintalagera village in 
Bidar South constituency to provide 
timely medical care to rural residents. 
The camp was inaugurated by Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale, MLA of Bidar 
South, who emphasized the impor-
tance of good health. “Health is the 
biggest wealth of our life. No matter 
how much we earn, it has no value 
without good health. Villagers should 
take care of themselves and get regu-
lar check-ups,” Dr. Beldale said.

The camp was organized by the 
Rotary Club and Anjali Kotaraki 
Charitable Trust to offer free health 
screenings, medical advice, and treat-
ment. Dr. Beldale highlighted that 
many illnesses can be treated suc-

cessfully if detected early and urged 
villagers to make full use of the 
camp. He also praised the organizers, 
saying, “Their selfless efforts to serve 
the community are truly commend-
able.” Dr. Beldale appealed to all vil-
lagers to participate in the camp and 
take proactive steps towards a health-
ier lifestyle. Community leaders in-
cluding Shankara Kotaraki, Havashet-
ty Patil, Jagadish Khooba, Dr. Ra-
jashekar Sedankar, Dr. Rajashekar 
Patil, Basavakumar Patil, Anil Beera-
dar, Suresh Patil, Girish Kulkarni, 
Shivagonda, Gopal Reddy, and Jaga-
na Reddy attended the camp. Nagesh 
Sidda, media coordinator for Dr. 
Beldale, noted that the event received 
a positive response, with many villag-
ers undergoing check-ups and seeking 
advice from the doctors present.

82 protesters 
booked for 

locking 
Panchayat office

RAICHUR

A total of 82 people have 
been booked by the police for 
locking the Sarjapur Gram 
Panchayat office in Lingasu-
guru taluk during a protest 
demanding drinking water 
supply. The case was regis-
tered at the town police sta-
tion following a complaint by 
PDO Shobharani.

According to the com-
plaint, the protesters arrived 
at the Panchayat office on 
April 3 around 10:50 am 
without prior permission or 
notice. They allegedly broke 
the office lock when officials 
did not hand over the keys 
and disrupted government 
duties.

The complaint further stat-
ed that the protesters abused 
officers, grabbed them, and 
threatened their lives while 
obstructing official work. 
Among those named in the 
case are Nijaguni Gunte and 
Gurucharandham from Sar-
japur village.

Police have initiated further 
action against all accused to 
investigate the incident and 
ensure that government oper-
ations can continue without 
disruption.
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Speeding car hits auto  
in tragic Bengal crash

KOLKATA

A devastating road accident on the Bas-
anti Highway claimed three lives and 
left 10 others fighting for survival. 

The tragedy unfolded in the North 
24 Parganas district when a speeding 
car lost control and slammed head-on 
into a crowded auto-rickshaw.

The collision happened directly in 
front of the Minakhan Gram Pancha-
yat office. Eyewitnesses described a 
horrific scene, noting that the force of 
the impact was so violent it tossed the 
auto-rickshaw off the road and re-
duced it to a wreck. Two passengers 
died instantly at the scene, while a 
third victim passed away while being 
rushed to the hospital.

Laxman Mondal, a passenger who 
survived the crash, shared that the 
auto was traveling toward Kolkata 
when the oncoming car suddenly 
swerved into their path. Local police 
and central forces jawans, who were 
stationed nearby, acted quickly to 
pull the victims from the debris. The 
ten survivors were first taken to a lo-
cal rural hospital but were later 

moved to Kolkata for advanced care 
due to their critical injuries.

In the wake of the accident, local 
leaders visited the families to offer 
support and condolences, describing 
the event as a painful and unaccept-
able loss for the community. Police 
have seized both vehicles.

SPEED THRILLS BUT…

QUICK READ
Kharge apologizes 

after ‘Illiterate 
Gujaratis’ remark

PMMY boosts 
entrepreneurs and 
jobs in Karnataka

New Delhi
Congress President 

Mallikarjun Kharge ex-
pressed regret over his re-
cent comments in Kerala, 

where he called some 
people “illiterate” while 

praising Keralites as “edu-
cated and clever.” He said 
his words were being “de-
liberately misinterpreted” 
and that he never intend-
ed to hurt Gujaratis’ feel-
ings. The remarks drew 

sharp criticism from Gu-
jarat leaders. Chief Min-

ister Bhupendra Patel 
called them “highly objec-
tionable” and an insult to 

Mahatma Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel. 

Chikkaballapur
The Pradhan Mantri 

Mudra Yojana is helping 
small entrepreneurs 

thrive in Karnataka. Beer 
Bahadur Dhami of 

Chamarajpet started his 
restaurant with a Rs 1.95 
lakh collateral-free loan 

from UCO Bank. In just 10 
months, ‘Barun Naati 

Style Family Restaurant’ 
has grown steadily and 

employs eight people. He  
credits the scheme for 

making entrepreneurship 
possible and inspiring 

youth to start their own 
businesses. Launched in 

2015, it provides easy loans 
to small enterprises .

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
GULBARGA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES,KALABURAGI

(Autonomous Institution of Govt. of Karnataka)
e-mail: directorgimsgulbarga@gmail.com, Phone No. : 08472-260252

No.GIMS/KLB/Tender/Dialysis/CR/04/2026-27/ 47, Date : 07.04.2026

DIPR/Kalaburagi/13/Deshpande Publicity//2026-27/
Sd/- Director, Gulbarga Institure of

Medical Sciences Kalaburagi

TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT)
Gulbarga Institute of Medical Sciences, Kalaburagi invites tender for eligible bidders in bid
system (Techno-Commercial Bid & Financial Bid) in e-procurement 2.0 mode for the
SUPPLY of "Dialysis Consumables" for Gulbarga Institute of Medical Sciences
Hospital Kalaburagi Details are available in the site https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Last
date and time for upload of e-Tender in E-procurement platform as follows.
Commencement of download of  e-tender form from website :https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in,
No.GIMS /KLB/Tender /Dialyhsis/CR/04/2026-27 Date: 07.04.2026 IND No.DME/2026-
27/IND2222. Last date for Queries : 15.04.2026 at 05.00 pm, Pre-bid Meeting : 17.04.2026
at 12.30 pm, Last date for Uploading of Tender in e-procurement platform on or before :
23.04.2026 at 4.30 pm, Opening of Techno -Commercial Bid: 24.04.2026 at 05.00 pm,
Opening of Tenders Financial bid 27.04.2026 @ 11.30 am, Tender amount
Rs.2,05,68,590.00, EMD Rs.2,00,000.00, Contact Details : Director, GIMS Kalaburagi
veresh Nagar, Sedam road, Kalaburagi 585 105, Office e-mail:
directorgimsgulbarga@gmail.com, Land line : 08472-260252 cell:9482093568, Tender
Section email: gimstenderklb22@gmail.com Cell: 9972688602

C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ («zÀÄåvï), ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV «zÀÄåvï 
«¨sÁUÀ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ EªÀgÀ ªÀw¬ÄAzÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
KW-4 STD µÀgÀvÀÄÛUÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÖÖAvÉ C¯ÁàªÀ¢ü mÉAqÀgï£À ªÉÆzÀ®£ÉÃ 
PÀgÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß PÉ.¦.¦.¦ ªÀÄÆ®PÀ DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjAiÀÄ 
«ªÀgÀ F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAwªÉ.

ªÉÄÃ°£À mÉAqÀgï£ÀÀ°è ¨sÁUÀªÀ»¸À®Ä EaÑ¸ÀÄªÀªÀgÀÄ ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï  
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è mÉAqÀgï qÁPÀÆåªÉÄAmïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
qË£ï¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ: 08.04.2026 jAzÀ 16.04.2026, 
16:00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ºÁUÀÆ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgï »AwgÀÄV¸ÀÄªÀ 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 16.04.2026 gÀAzÉ 16:00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁVzÉ.
ºÁUÀÆ ¥ÀÇªÀð¨sÁ« ¸À¨sÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¢£ÁAPÀ: 10.04.2026 gÀAzÀÄ 12:00 UÀAmÉUÉ 
¸ÀzÀj mÉAqÀgï «ªÀÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß Karnataka Public Procurement Portal £À°è  
¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ F PÉ¼ÀUÉ ¸À» ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ 
C¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ°è PÉ®¸ÀzÀ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¸À§ºÀÄzÀÄ.

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ(«). 
ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/G¤-¹.¦/109/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2026-27

Sl. 
No. Name of Work Work Value 

(Rs. in Lakhs)

1

Providing VRF Air Conditioning facility to 28 Nos 
Court Halls in the District Court Complex Building 
at Mangalore Taluk in D.K District PWD/2026-27/
EL/WORK_INDENT35489

226.21 
Lakhs

¸ÀA.PÁ.EA(«)/¯ÉÆÃ.E/«zÀÄåvï/2026-27/47     ¢£ÁAPÀ: 08.04.2026

PÁAiÀÄð¥Á®PÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj,
¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ, «zÀÄåvï «¨sÁUÀ, PÉ.Dgï. ªÀÈvÀÛ, ¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ.

zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ¸ÀASÉå: 080-22112809

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/25/26-27 Dt. 07.04.2026

MNG - 84    6 x 2             

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ   PÀ£ÁðlPÀ CgÀtå E¯ÁSÉ  

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

¸ÀºÁAiÀÄPÀ CgÀtå ̧ ÀAgÀPÀëuÁ¢üPÁjUÀ¼À PÀZÉÃj,
PÁgÀªÁgÀ G¥-À «¨sÁUÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ

JAf gÀ¸ÉÛ, PÁdÄ¨ÁUÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ-581301. (G.PÀ.)
 zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: 08382-226365  E-ªÉÄÃ¯ï: acfkwr@gmail.com

£ÀA. ¹3/¸ÀC¸ÀA/«ªÀ-/E-mÉAqÀgï-06/2025-26          ¢£ÁAPÀ: 29-03-2026

2026-27£ÉÃ ¸Á°UÉ ««zsÀ AiÉÆÃd£ÉAiÀÄr 2026£ÉÃ ªÀÄ¼ÉUÁ®zÀ°è 

£ÉqÀÄvÉÆÃ¥ÀÄ gÀZÀ£É / ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, £À¸Àðj PÁªÀÄUÁj EvÁå¢ PÁªÀÄUÁj ¸ÀAQë¥ÀÛ 

E-mÉAqÀgÀ PÀgÉAiÀÄ¯ÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. E-mÉAqÀgï ¹éÃPÀj¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ:   

16-04-2026 DVzÀÄÝ, ºÉaÑ£À ªÀiÁ»wUÁV G¥À CgÀtå ¸ÀAgÀPÀëuÁ¢üPÁjUÀ¼À 

PÀZÉÃj, PÁgÀªÁgÀ «¨sÁUÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ gÀªÀgÀ£ÀÄß PÀZÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ̧ ÀA¥ÀQð¸ÀÄªÀzÀÄ. 

(zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ̧ ÀASÉå: 08382-226365).

Small loans spark big dreams across India
 Mudra Yojana has empowered 58 cr entrepreneurs, especially women and youth, by providing security-free loans

NEW DELHI

For 11 years, a quiet revolu-
tion has been brewing in the 
small shops and home busi-
nesses of India. 

The Mudra Yojana scheme 
celebrated over a decade of 
success, proving that you 
don’t need a massive bank ac-
count to start a meaningful 
business. By offering loans 
without asking for security, 
the program has turned every-
day citizens into confident 
entrepreneurs.

Since starting in 2015, the 
numbers are staggering. 
Around 58 crore loans have 
been given out, totaling more 
than Rs 40 lakh crore. But the 
real story lies in who is re-

ceiving this help. Women are 
leading the charge, making up 
two out of every three people 
getting these loans. This sup-
port has helped many join the 
ranks of “Lakhpati Didis,” 

becoming powerful financial 
pillars for their families.

Young dreamers are also 
stepping up. About 21 percent 
of these funds went to first-
time business owners who 

previously had no way to get 
credit. From tiny village stalls 
to small town workshops, 
people from all backgrounds 
are finding their footing. 
Nearly half of the beneficia-
ries come from underserved 
communities, ensuring that 
progress reaches the very last 
person in line.

Surprisingly, these small-
scale borrowers are incredibly 
disciplined. The rate of un-
paid loans has dropped to a 
record low of 2.3 percent, 
proving that grassroots busi-
nesses are a safe bet for 
banks. By offering different 
loan sizes for every stage of 
growth, the government is en-
suring that no dream is too 
small to be funded.

Scheme helps women-led businesses boom
GIRIDIH: The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana is helping 

people in Giridih district start small businesses and 
earn their own income. Many residents have opened 
shops, tailoring units, water plants, and e-rickshaw 

services using easy, collateral-free loans. Women are 
especially benefiting and stepping forward as entrepre-
neurs. Munni Kumari, who lives on Ashram Road, used 
support from the scheme to set up a mineral water 
plant. Her business now provides steady earnings 

and jobs for others. Her family said they once strug-
gled financially but found hope after learning about 
the loan program and applying through the district 

office. Bank officials said thousands of people in 
Jharkhand have received loans worth crores, leading 
to more self-employment. The scheme, launched in 
2015, continues to improve livelihoods and build confi-

dence among small business owners.

Seven candidates 
changed ahead 

WB polls
KOLKATA

Congress has replaced 
seven candidates in its 
second list for the West 
Bengal Assembly elec-
tions. The party named 
Tahir SK, Asif Khan, Su-
nayana Biswar, Chand 
Sarkar, Pampa Malik, Abu 
Bakkar, and Tapas Baral 
for various seats, while 
Pranab Bhattacharya was 
nominated from Habra. 
Earlier, Congress had re-
leased its first list for 284 
constituencies, including 
leaders like Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury and Mausam 
Noor. The 294-seat Assem-
bly will vote in two phases.

Terror link: J&K LG fires 2 govt employees
JAMMU

In a major move to clean up 
the state administration, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha ordered 
the immediate firing of two 
government employees. 

The workers were dismissed 
after intelligence reports re-
vealed they had secret ties to 
dangerous terror groups while 
working in public service 
roles.

The two individuals were 
identified as Farhat Ali Khan-
day, who worked in the Educa-
tion Department, and Moham-
mad Shafi Dar from the Rural 
Development Department. In-
vestigations suggest that Khan-

day was linked to Hizbul Mu-
jahideen, while Dar was al-
legedly associated with Lash-
kar-e-Taiba. Officials stated 
that keeping these men in their 
positions would be a serious 
threat to national security.

To take this action, the gov-

ernment used a special law 
known as Article 311(2)(c). 
This constitutional rule allows 
the Governor to remove an 
employee without a standard, 
long inquiry if their presence is 
deemed dangerous to the coun-
try. A high-level committee, 

led by the Chief Secretary, re-
views evidence from security 
agencies and the CID before 
making these tough decisions.

This latest crackdown is part 
of a larger effort to remove 
“terror associates” who have 
settled into government jobs. 
Lieutenant Governor Sinha has 
maintained a zero-tolerance 
policy against anyone working 
for anti-national groups while 
receiving a government salary. 
So far, teachers, forest work-
ers, and medical staff have 
been removed in similar oper-
ations. The administration in-
sists that this ongoing cleanup 
is necessary to keep state insti-
tutions safe and free from in-
ternal subversion.

RAJASTHAN CM SLAMS GOVT 
OVER FAILING SPORTS CENTERS

JAIPUR

Former Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot has launched 
a fresh attack on the current 
state government, accusing it of 
neglecting vital sports facilities. 

In the latest chapter of his 
digital series, “Intezaar Shas-
tra,” Gehlot claimed that world-
class stadiums are being al-
lowed to crumble due to a lack 
of care and staff.

Gehlot specifically pointed to 
the Rajasthan State Sports Insti-
tute in Jodhpur. He noted that 
while the center was built with 
modern tracks and top-tier 
equipment during his time in 
power, it is now sitting empty. 
Without the appointment of 
professional coaches, Gehlot 
argues the expensive facility 
has become a “white elephant,” 
leaving talented young athletes 
with nowhere to train. He also 
highlighted the decay of the 
historic Amritlal Stadium, 
blaming the current administra-
tion’s apathy for its poor condi-
tion.

The former Chief Minister 
suggested that projects in the 
Marwar region are being ig-
nored on purpose, calling it an 
injustice to the youth. He ar-

gued that leaving these massive 
investments to rot is a complete 
waste of public money. By 
highlighting these stalled proj-
ects, Gehlot aims to show that 
the current government is slow-
ing down the state’s progress.

In response, state leaders 
from the ruling party have dis-
missed the criticism. State Pres-
ident Madan Rathore suggested 
that Gehlot should focus on 
“contentment” rather than com-
plaining. He argued that the 
former leader’s political time 
has passed and encouraged him 
to embrace retirement. Despite 
the pushback, Gehlot’s series 
continues to spark a heated de-
bate over who is truly responsi-
ble for Rajasthan’s develop-
ment.

‘Sports promote 
healthy  

body, mind’
JAIPUR: Haribhau 

Bagade inaugurated the 
Indian Football League at 
Vidhyadhar Nagar Stadi-
um, encouraging youth 

to adopt sports for a 
healthy life. The event, 
organised by Rajasthan 

United Football Club, 
saw participation from 
athletes and fans. Ad-
dressing the gathering, 

the Governor said sports 
are not just about win-
ning but help keep the 
body fit and the mind 

sharp. He praised initia-
tives like Khelo India for 

promoting sports culture 
among youngsters. He 
also spoke about foot-
ball’s long history, from 
its roots in England to 

the formation of FIFA in 
1904. He highlighted the 
rise of women’s football 

in India. 

8 die in multiple  
road accidents  

across Telangana
HYDERABAD: Eight people 
lost their lives in three sep-
arate road accidents across 

Telangana, police said. In the 
first incident at Hastinapuram 
in Hyderabad, a speeding car 
lost control and hit a bike and 
a pedestrian on the Nagarjuna 

Sagar highway. Two engi-
neering students and another 
person died on the spot. The 

victims were identified as Shi-
va, Sandeep, and a pedestrian. 

Udhayanidhi promises big 
as TN poll battle heats up

TIRUVALLUR 

The race for the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly reached a fever 
pitch as Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin hit the 
streets of Tiruvallur. 

With the single-phase elec-
tion just weeks away, the 
DMK leader delivered a 
high-energy speech focused 
on the party’s welfare track 
r e c o r d  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  
new promises for the state’s 
voters.

Addressing a large crowd, 
Stalin highlighted successful 
initiatives like free bus travel 
for women and morning 
meals for students. Looking 
ahead, he upped the ante by 
promising monthly financial 
aid of up to ₹2,000 for wom-
en and ₹8,000 coupons for 
household appliances. He told 

supporters that the DMK is a 
party that “proudly fulfills” its 
word, keeping women and 
students at the heart of their 
governance.

The political landscape is 
more crowded than usual this 
year. While the traditional 
battle remains between the 
DMK-led alliance and the 
AIADMK-led NDA, the entry 
of actor-turned-politician Vi-
jay has introduced a wild card 
into the mix. Meanwhile, the 
opposition is not sitting idle, 
NDA candidate Rajasekaran 
was seen conducting door-to-
door campaigns in Tiruchirap-
palli, promising his own 
brand of development.

With polling set for April 
23 and results expected on 
May 4, both sides are working 
overtime to win over the 
grassroots.

Luthra brothers 
get bail in Goa 
nightclub case

MAPUSA

The Mapusa JMFC Court has 
granted bail to Saurabh and 
Gaurav Luthra in a no-objec-
tion certificate forgery case. 
Each brother must execute a 
personal bond of Rs 50,000. 
They are set to be released to-
day from Colvale Central Jail. 
They co-own the ‘Birch by Ro-
meo Lane’ nightclub, where 25 
people died in a December 6, 
2025, fire. Earlier, bail was 
granted for the nightclub fire 
case. Authorities cited negli-
gence and safety violationsas 
the reason for the fire.

Delhi cops bust fake call center scam
NEW DELHI 

In a major win for cyber safety, Delhi 
Police dismantled a fraudulent call centre 
in Pitampura, arresting 19 people. The 
gang allegedly spent months duping cit-
izens across India by posing as legitimate 
financial representatives from Bajaj Fin-

serv, offering fake loans and insurance 
policies to unsuspecting victims.

The operation, led by Cyber Police and 
Anti-Narcotics Squad, followed a tip-off 
received on April 7. During the raid, of-
ficers caught the group including 12 
women red handed while they were ac-
tively making scam calls. 
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Major investment boost for Rajasthan oil refinery
NEW DELHI

The Indian government has 
taken a giant step toward en-
ergy independence by approv-
ing a major budget increase 
for the HPCL Rajasthan Re-
finery. 

Led by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, the Cabinet 
cleared a new project cost of 
₹79,459 crore. This includes 
an additional investment of 
nearly ₹9,000 crore from Hin-
dustan Petroleum to ensure 
the massive facility stays  
on track.

Located in Rajasthan, this 

project is not just a standard 
oil refinery. It is a high-tech 
complex designed to turn 
crude oil into both fuel and 
essential chemicals. Once  
fully operational by July 
2026, it will produce millions 
of tonnes of petrol and diesel 
every year. More importantly, 
it will create specialty materi-
als like polyethylene and 
polypropylene, which are 
used to make everything from 
medicine packaging and 
paints to everyday plastic 
goods.

This move is a win for the 
local economy and national 

pride. By using crude oil 
found right here in India, the 

refinery reduces the country’s 
need to buy expensive oil and 

chemicals from abroad, sav-
ing valuable foreign money. It 
also brings modern industry 
to a developing area, creating 
a “refining hub” that puts In-
dia on the global map.

The project has already 
made a huge impact on the 
community. During its con-
struction, it has provided jobs 
for around 25,000 workers. 
By combining fuel production 
with chemical manufacturing, 
the Rajasthan refinery is set to 
become a vital pillar of In-
dia’s industrial future and a 
key part of the nation’s jour-
ney toward self-reliance.

RAJASTHAN REFINERY EXPANSION

QUICK READ

Forest guard  
killed stopping  

illegal sand mining

Ladakh police  
trains aspirants  

free daily

Cabinet approves 
fertiliser subsidy  

for Kharif

Morena
Forest guard Harikesh 
Gurjar was allegedly 

crushed to death by a 
sand mafia while trying 

to stop illegal mining 
near Ranpur Tiraha, 

Morena. The tragedy oc-
curred as Gurjar con-

fronted a tractor-trolley 
carrying unauthorized 

sand. Police say the driv-
er fled after the attack, 

and a case has been filed. 
Senior officials are inves-
tigating, and the accused 

have been identified.  
Political leaders con-

demned the killing, de-
manding strict action. 
Residents and officials 

warn that such incidents 
highlight rising lawless-
ness and the risks faced 

by frontline workers trying 
to protect the environ-
ment and public safety.

Leh
Ladakh Police is training 
150–200 aspirants daily 

for sub-inspector and 
constable recruitment at 

no cost, DGP Mukesh Sin-
gh said. The free orienta-
tion program, held in Leh 
and Kargil, helps candi-

dates prepare for physical 
efficiency and written 
tests. Thousands have 
joined the initiative at 

Khree Sultan Cho Sports 
Stadium. Singh said the 

program familiarizes 
youths with recruitment 

standards and proce-
dures, boosting their 

readiness. A major recruit-
ment drive will soon be 

launched for both posts, 
including physical tests, 

written exams, and police 
verification. Officials urge 

aspirants to fully utilize 
these training sessions to 

improve their chances.

New Delhi
The Union Cabinet, 

chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, approved 

Rs 41,533 crore for the 
Kharif season fertiliser 
subsidy. This is over Rs 

4,300 crore higher than 
last year. The subsidy will 
cover phosphatic and po-
tassic fertilisers, including 

DAP and NPKS grades, 
ensuring farmers can buy 
them at affordable prices. 
The rates follow interna-
tional price trends for fer-

tilisers and inputs. 
Through the Nutrient 
Based Subsidy (NBS) 
scheme, 28 fertiliser 

grades will be available 
via manufacturers and 

importers. Officials said 
this move aims to support 
farmers, boost crop pro-

duction, and maintain 
smooth fertiliser supply 

across the country.

INDIA BECOMES GLOBAL 
LEADER AS STEEL SOARS

India’s steel production surged 10.7%, cementing its position as the  
world’s second-largest producer driven by a domestic construction boom

NEW DELHI

India’s steel industry has 
achieved a massive milestone, 
proving its strength as a back-
bone of the national economy. 

According to the Ministry 
of Steel, production jumped 
by 10.7 percent this past year, 
reaching over 168 million 
tonnes. This growth solidifies 
India’s proud spot as the 
world’s second-largest steel 
producer, even while facing 
global price shifts and market 
pressure.

The real magic is happen-
ing right here at home. Local 
demand for steel hit 164 mil-
lion tonnes, thanks to a huge 
building boom. New bridges, 
faster railways, and modern 

apartments are popping up 
everywhere, keeping factories 
busy. Government projects 
and rapid city growth have 
turned the country into a con-
struction powerhouse, ensur-
ing that the steel made in In-

dia stays in India to build a 
better future.

Trade news is equally excit-
ing. Exports climbed by near-
ly 36 percent, while imports 
dropped significantly. This 
shift means India is now sell-

ing much more steel abroad 
than  i t  buys ,  send ing 
high-quality metal to Europe 
and the Middle East. While 
expensive fuel and global 
conflicts caused some stress 
for company profits, big play-
ers like Tata Steel and SAIL 
continue to invest in better 
technology.

Looking forward, the goal 
is to reach 300 million tonnes 
of capacity by 2030. Despite 
challenges like rising energy 
costs, the industry remains a 
shining star of Indian prog-
ress. By focusing on “green 
steel” and smarter manufac-
turing, India isn’t just making 
metal, it is building a lasting 
reputation for industrial ex-
cellence on the global stage.

Centre approves 
giant new power 

project for AP
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet, led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has greenlit a massive 
investment of over ₹26,000 
crore for a new hydro-electric 
project in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Known as the Kamala Proj-
ect, this initiative will be built 
across the districts of Kamle, 
Kra Daadi, and Kurung 
Kumey. It is expected to take 
about eight years to complete.

This project is much more 
than just a source of electrici-
ty, it is a major boost for local 
communities. The plan in-
cludes building 196 kilome-
ters of new roads and bridges 
that residents can use. Addi-
tionally, ₹8 crore has been set 
aside specifically for new 
hospitals, schools, and mar-
ketplaces. For the local peo-
ple, this means better trans-
port, new jobs, and improved 
services right in their back-
yard.

Once finished, the plant 
will produce 1,720 megawatts 
of clean energy. This will help 

stabilize the national power 
grid and provide a steady 
electricity supply for the state. 
A unique feature of the proj-
ect is its ability to help control 
floods in the Brahmaputra 
valley, protecting homes and 
farms from rising waters 
during the monsoon season.

The project is a team effort 
between the central govern-
ment’s NHPC and the state of 
Arunachal Pradesh. To ensure 
the region thrives, the state 
will receive 12 percent of the 
generated power for free. 
With several other large dams 
also under construction, this 
move positions Arunachal 
Pradesh as a central pillar of 
India’s green energy future.

The Union Cabinet 
approved D26,000 crore 

for Arunachal’s 1,720 MW 
Kamala hydroelectric 

project, boosting green 
energy, local 

infrastructure, and flood 
control for regional 

development.

Security forces in Shopian averted a major tragedy by  
discovering and neutralizing an IED hidden along a busy road

SECURITY FORCES SAVE  
LIVES WITH QUICK ACTION

SRINAGAR

Alert security forces pre-
vented a potential tragedy in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Sho-
pian district. 

During a routine safety 
check, teams discovered a 
homemade bomb, known as 
an IED, hidden along the 
busy Zainpora-Chitargam 
road. Officials believe the 
device was planted by ter-
rorists to target passing se-
curity vehicles.

The discovery happened 
at dawn during a process 
called “sanitization.” This is 
a daily mission where spe-
cialized road-opening par-
ties scan highways and local 
paths to ensure they are safe 
for soldiers, government of-
ficials, and everyday citi-
zens. Upon finding the sus-
picious object, troops imme-
diately halted all local traffic 
to keep the public out of 
harm’s way.

A professional Bomb Dis-
posal Squad was called to 
the scene. With precision 
and care, the experts suc-
cessfully neutralized the de-
vice before it could cause 
any damage. These types of 
bombs are often made from 
leftover military parts or 
household chemicals and are 
hidden in clever spots like 
roadside ditches or under the 
pavement to catch people 
off guard.

This successful operation 

highlights the constant vigi-
lance required to maintain 
peace in the region. By find-
ing and defusing the threat 
before it could explode, the 
security forces ensured that 
the day’s travel could con-
tinue without loss of life. 
After the area was declared 
safe, the road was reopened 
to the public. This brave, 
quiet work remains a vital 
shield for the community 
against the hidden dangers 
of unconventional warfare. Vietnam firm to build 

smart Maha cities
MUMBAI

Maharashtra is set for a mas-
sive makeover following a 
historic deal with Vietnam’s 
VinGroup. 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis announced an $8.5 
billion investment aimed at 
transforming urban living, 
green energy, and transport. 
This marks one of the largest 
foreign investments in the 
state’s history, promised to 
create nearly 25,000 new jobs 
over the next two years.

The centerpiece of this plan 
is a world-class “smart town-
ship” covering 2,700 acres. De-
signed to house 200,000 peo-
ple, this eco-friendly mini-city 
will include international 
schools and multi-specialty 
hospitals. To keep the air clean, 
the partnership will launch a 
large-scale electric taxi service 
and build a statewide charging 
network. There are even plans 
for a massive 500 MW solar 
project and a giant theme park 
featuring a zoo and safari.

In a separate boost for the 
digital economy, the CM also 
inaugurated the MB3 Data Cen-
tre by Equinix. This $750 million 
facility is the company’s first ful-
ly owned data center in India. It 
is specifically built to handle 
modern AI services and high-
speed internet traffic.

Chief Minister Fadnavis not-
ed that these advanced data 
centers would prevent govern-
ment websites from crashing 
during busy times, such as 
when farmers apply for aid. 
Highlighting a commitment to 
the planet, 60 percent of the en-
ergy for these data centers al-
ready comes from solar power. 
Together, these projects aim to 
turn the Mumbai-Raigad region 
into one of the most dynamic 
and sustainable hubs in the 
world.

Kerala polls: 
Cops probe ‘cash 

for votes’ in 
Palakkad

PALAKKAD

Election authorities have 
launched an urgent investiga-
tion into allegations of cash 
distribution involving BJP 
candidate Shobha Surendran. 

The drama unfolded in the 
Kannadi Panchayat just one 
day before Kerala goes to the 
polls for the 2026 Assembly 
elections. Acting on media 
reports, a special “Flying 
Squad” was rushed to the area 
to verify claims that voters 
were being illegally bribed.

According to officials, the 
squad questioned several lo-
cal residents, including a 
65-year-old woman named 
Devu, who was specifically 
mentioned in news clips. 
While Devu denied receiv-
ing any money, the Chief 
Electoral Officer, Rathan U. 
Kelkar, confirmed that the 
District Collector has sub-
mitted an initial report. Au-
thorities are taking the mat-
ter seriously to ensure no 
election laws were broken in 
the final hours of the cam-
paign.

Heaviest portal beam 
launched for bullet train

AHMEDABAD

The Mumbai Ahmedabad Bullet Train project hit a major mile-
stone with the launch of a 1,360-tonne precast portal beam near 
Maninagar. Measuring 34 metres long and 5.5 x 4.5 metres in 
cross-section, it is one of the heaviest lifts ever on Indian rail-
ways. Using a 2,200-tonne crawler crane and backup systems, 
officials completed the operation in just 3.5 hours, reducing 
earlier planned delays. Careful planning ensured safety amid 
active railway lines. The 508 kilometre high-speed rail, support-
ed by Japan, will run trains up to 320 km/h. Phased operations 
are expected in 2027, with full completion by 2028.

Army chief tests new high altitude chopper
NEW DELHI

General Upendra Dwivedi, 
the Chief of the Army Staff, 
took to the skies to personally 
test India’s newest aerial 
weapon. 

Visiting Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL), the 
General flew in the “Pra-
chand,” a homegrown Light 
Combat Helicopter designed 
to fight in the world’s tough-
est mountain environments. 
During the flight, he closely 
checked the chopper’s speed, 
balance, and readiness for re-
al-world missions.

The Prachand is a major 
pride for the nation because it 
is built specifically for 
high-altitude zones like the 
Himalayas. Unlike many  
standard helicopters that 
struggle in thin air, this ma-
chine is crafted to stay agile 
and powerful where others 
cannot. General Dwivedi’s 
hands-on inspection high-
lights how important these 

aircraft are for protecting In-
dia’s borders and modernizing 
the military with locally made 
technology.

This flight follows another 
major military milestone. Just 
last week, the General attend-
ed a massive air defense exer-
cise. That event showed off 
how different weapon systems 
now “talk” to each other dig-
itally to track and shoot down 
modern threats instantly. It 
proved that the Indian Army 
is moving toward a smarter, 

more connected way of  
fighting.

After the flight, the Army 
Chief praised the engineers 
and soldiers for their hard 
work. He urged everyone to 
stay focused on staying ahead 
in an ever-changing world of 
warfare. With the Prachand 
now joining the fleet, the 
Army is better prepared than 
ever to maintain control over 
the skies, ensuring peace and 
security across the nation’s 
highest peaks.

India-Jordan 
relations strong, 

solid, and growing
NEW DELHI

Jordan’s Ambassador to India, 
Yousef Abdelghani, described 
ties between India and Jordan 
as “strong, solid, and based 
on mutual respect.” He high-
lighted plans to increase bilat-
eral trade from USD 3 billion 
to nearly USD 5 billion. The 
ambassador praised the close 
relationship between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
King Abdullah II, noting reg-
ular communications and re-
cent high-level visits, includ-
ing Queen Rania’s visit to 
India. MoUs in culture, re-
newable energy, water man-
agement, and digital infra-
structure were signed. With 
over 20,000 Indians in Jordan 
and cooperation in food secu-
rity, both nations aim to 
strengthen trade, investment, 
and diplomatic ties further.

India boasts record coal 
production this year

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Coal has 
cleared the air regarding In-
dia’s energy security, confirm-
ing there is absolutely no short-
age of coal in the country. 

Sanjeev Kumar Kassi, a se-
nior official in the ministry, 
announced that power gener-
ation remains completely sta-
ble. He reassured citizens that 
massive stocks are currently 
held at mines, power plants, 
and ports, ready to be moved 
whenever needed.

The numbers tell a story of 
incredible growth. For the 

first time, coal production and 
delivery have crossed the 200 
million tonne mark. Com-
pared to just three years ago, 
production has surged by a 
staggering 88%. This jump is 
thanks to a 10 percent yearly 
growth rate, ensuring that the 
supply of coal is moving just 
as fast as the country’s grow-
ing hunger for electricity.

To keep up with this demand, 
the government has fast-
tracked the opening of new coal 
blocks. In the past year alone, 12 
new sites were put into action, 
adding millions of tonnes to 
India’s annual capacity. 
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Bangladesh urged to 

boost women 
leader’s role

Khalistani extremists 
target Hindu temples 

in Canada

S. Korea guarantees 
safe transit in 
Hormuz strait

DHAKA
Bangladesh faces a sharp 

gender gap in political lead-
ership, with women com-

prising only 2.33% of party 
committees despite voting 
actively, the UNDP said. A 
dialogue with the Bangla-
desh Election Commission 

highlighted the need for po-
litical parties to nominate 
more women candidates 
and create a safe environ-

ment for their participation. 
The UNDP stressed that 
quotas alone are insuffi-

cient, urging cultural and in-
stitutional reforms to em-
power women leaders. Of-
ficials noted that women’s 
leadership strengthens de-

mocracy and can signifi-
cantly boost economic 
growth. A renewed UN-

DP-BEC partnership aims 
to advance reforms and ad-

vocate for women’s full 
participation in public life.

OTTAWA
The Coalition of Hindus of 
North America (CoHNA) 
has condemned protests 
by Canada-based Khal-
istani extremists outside 
Hindu temples in Bramp-
ton and Surrey during Ha-
numan Jayanti on April 5. 
CoHNA highlighted har-
assment of devotees, in-
cluding children, despite 
police buffer zones, de-

scribing the incidents as a 
“pattern of provocation.” 
The group urged authori-

ties to ensure worship-
pers’ safety without re-

ducing public security to 
mere crowd manage-

ment. While CBKE claims 
protests target India, 
CoHNA stressed that 

temples are autonomous 
Canadian institutions, 

and attempts to politicize 
them violate the rights of 

Hindu communities.

SEOUL
The South Korean gov-
ernment committed to 

ensuring the safe transit 
of its vessels through the 
Strait of Hormuz follow-

ing a U.S.-Iran agreement 
on a two-week ceasefire. 
Officials from the Ministry 
of Trade, Industry and Re-
sources said they would 
coordinate with the for-

eign and oceans ministries 
to assist seven oil tankers, 
carrying 14 million barrels 

of crude, equivalent to 
South Korea’s five-day oil 
consumption and several 

other Korean ships 
trapped in the strategically 

vital shipping lane.

N. KOREA FIRES MISSILE, SPARKING REGIONAL ALERT
TOKYO 

 
Tensions in East Asia flared 
as North Korea launched a 
suspected ballistic missile, 
triggering immediate emer-
gency alerts from the 
Japanese govern-
ment. 

The launch, 
confirmed by 
the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, 
has put the re-
gion on high 
alert and forced 
national security 
agencies into a state 
of high preparedness to 
ensure public safety.

The Japanese government 
moved quickly, instructing all 
relevant agencies to monitor 
the missile’s flight path and 

ensure that civilian aircraft 
and ships were out of harm’s 
way. The Self-Defense Forces 
are currently tracking the tra-
jectory to identify where the 
projectile might land. In re-

sponse to the potential 
threat, officials have 

advised residents in 
n o r t h e r n  a n d 
coastal areas to 
stay vigilant and 
follow all offi-
cial safety in-
structions.

While North 
Korea frequently 

carries out such tests, 
this latest launch is seen as 

a significant provocation. 
These activities are often 
used as a tool for political 
messaging, coming at a time 
of increased diplomatic pres-

sure or during military exer-
cises in the region. The inter-
national community, led by 
the United Nations, has re-
peatedly called for an end to 
these tests, which violate es-
tablished global security res-
olutions.

Japan is coordinating its re-
sponse with its key allies, the 
United States and South Ko-
rea, to assess the level of the 
threat. Experts warn that the 
continued unpredictability of 
North Korea’s weapons pro-
gram poses a constant risk to 
the stability of the entire Pa-
cific region. 

For now, Tokyo remains 
focused on keeping the pub-
lic informed while maintain-
ing its defenses against fur-
ther military actions from 
Pyongyang.

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 
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contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

India welcomes US-Iran 
truce, seeks 'lasting peace'

India praises the move as a vital step toward global stability and economic 
recovery, and urges unimpeded trade through the critical Strait of Hormuz. 

INDIA  
 

India has officially welcomed a 
breakthrough ceasefire agreement 
between the United States and Iran, 
expressing hope that the deal marks 
the beginning of "lasting peace" in 
West Asia.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) issued a statement, praising 
the move as a vital step toward glob-
al stability and economic recovery.

The diplomatic breakthrough fol-
lowed a dramatic announcement by 
US President Donald Trump, who 
declared a conditional two-week 
pause in military operations. 

This decision came just ninety 
minutes before a self-imposed dead-
line, following intense backchannel 
negotiations. Trump noted that Iran 
had provided a "ten-point proposal" 
that offers a workable basis for a 

long-term peace agreement, signal-
ing that most past disagreements 
have finally been resolved. 

For India, the ceasefire is particu-
larly significant due to its impact on 
energy and trade. The MEA high-
lighted that the conflict has caused 
immense human suffering and dis-
rupted global fuel supplies. Indian 
officials emphasized the importance 
of "unimpeded freedom of naviga-
tion" through the Strait of Hormuz, 
a critical maritime chokepoint for 
the world’s oil and commerce. 

In response to the US pause, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas 
Araghchi signaled a tentative ac-
ceptance, stating that Tehran would 
halt defensive operations if attacks 
ceased. 

He confirmed that safe passage 
through the Strait would be possible 
during the two-week window.

‘Leave Iran immediately’: 
India issues fresh advisory

TEHRAN
 

Despite a ceasefire deal between the 
US and Iran, India has advised its citi-

zens in Iran to leave the country quickly, 
using only routes suggested by the 

Indian Embassy in Tehran. The embassy 
warned against approaching interna-
tional borders without prior coordina-
tion. The advisory follows the condi-

tional two-week pause announced by 
US President Donald Trump, aimed at 
reopening the Strait of Hormuz. Trump 
said the halt in attacks would allow ne-
gotiations on a long-term peace agree-

ment, based on a 10-point proposal 
from Iran. Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed 
Abbas Araghchi confirmed that Iranian 
forces would stop operations if attacks 
cease, enabling safe passage through 
the Strait of Hormuz. Indian officials 

stressed that citizens should remain in 
close contact with the embassy and fol-
low all safety instructions. The situation 
remains delicate despite the ceasefire, 

and travelers are urged to leave 
promptly for their own safety.

Shallow earthquake 
shakes Myanmar 

raising local alarm
NAYPYIDAW 

 
A magnitude 3.6 earthquake 
jolted Myanmar sending 
tremors through the region 
and putting local residents on 
high alert. The National Cen-
ter for Seismology reported 
that the quake struck at 06:45 
IST at a shallow depth of just 
12 km, a factor that often in-
tensifies the shaking felt at 
the surface.

While a 3.6 magnitude may 
seem moderate, experts warn 
that shallow quakes are par-
ticularly dangerous. Because 
the seismic waves have a 
shorter distance to travel to 
the ground, they can cause 
more significant damage to 
buildings and infrastructure 
than deeper quakes of the 
same strength. The tremor 
was centered near latitude 
21.646 N and longitude 
95.252 E, an area situated 
within a complex web of four 
major tectonic plates.

Myanmar is no stranger to 
seismic activity, as it sits on a 
massive 1,400 km fault line. 
This geographical reality pos-
es a constant threat to major 
urban centers like Mandalay 
and Sagaing. Even Yangon, 
though further from the main 
fault, remains at risk due to its 
dense population. History 
serves as a grim teacher, a 
major quake over a century 
ago in Bago caused wide-
spread destruction that 
reached far into the capital.

As of now, there have been 
no immediate reports of casu-
alties or major structural dam-
age. 

However, authorities have 
advised the public to remain 
vigilant, as aftershocks are 
common following shallow 
events. This latest tremor 
serves as a stark reminder of 
the country’s ongoing vulner-
ability and the urgent need for 
earthquake preparedness in its 
bustling cities.

IMF WARNS PAKISTAN OVER 
DEFIANT FUEL SUBSIDY MOVES

KARACHI 
 

Relations between Pakistan 
and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) have hit a 
new low as reports emerge 
of Islamabad "brazenly 
breaching" the terms of its 
multi-billion dollar loan 
agreement. The tension 
centers on fuel prices, as 
the cash-strapped nation 
continues to provide subsi-
dies that the IMF insists 
must be eliminated to stabi-
lize the economy.

While the IMF specifical-
ly demanded the removal of 
subsidies on diesel, where 
market distortions are most 
severe, Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s government 
has instead moved in the 
opposite direction. In a 
populist bid to ease the bur-
den on citizens, the govern-
ment recently slashed petrol 
prices by ₹80 per litre. This 
move has reportedly "erod-
ed the cushion" the govern-
ment was using to balance 
its books, as higher taxes 

on petrol were previously 
being used to offset the 
losses from diesel subsi-
dies.

The IMF has expressed 
serious concern, noting that 
these "blanket subsidies" 
violate the core conditions 
of the staff-level agreement 
reached on March 29. 
While the lender had quiet-
ly tolerated small, targeted 
relief for the poorest 
groups, it has warned that 
across-the-board price cuts 
are unsustainable. Current-
ly, the petroleum levy on 
diesel sits at zero, despite a 
budget target of ₹80 per li-
tre, creating a massive hole 

in the country's revenue.
This defiance comes at a 

critical time as Finance 
Minister Muhammad Au-
rangzeb prepares to meet 
with IMF and World Bank 
officials in Washington next 
week. Global analysts warn 
that by choosing political 
relief over fiscal discipline, 
Pakistan is risking its finan-
cial lifeline. With global oil 
prices surging due to Mid-
dle East tensions, the IMF’s 
message is clear, without 
removing these price distor-
tions and sticking to the 
agreed reforms, Pakistan's 
path to economic recovery 
remains in serious jeopardy.

PIA CUTS FLIGHTS, ENDS MOST PASSENGER DISCOUNTS
Pakistan International Airlines has removed most passenger discounts and 
reduced flight frequencies due to rising jet fuel prices. Discounts now apply 

only to children and infants. A PIA spokesperson said the move follows a 
review of soaring fuel costs and potential financial losses. Jet fuel prices 

recently surged to over four times previous levels, with the global average 
reaching $195.19 per barrel. PIA has also suspended several international 

routes. Flights to the UAE are limited to 16 per week, while services to other 
Gulf nations, except Saudi Arabia, are paused until the end of April. Flights 

to Beijing and Kuala Lumpur will halt in mid-April. The airline noted that the 
rising fuel costs cannot be fully passed to passengers. The report highlight-
ed that recent petrol price hikes in Pakistan are further straining the econo-

my, affecting transport-dependent businesses and small enterprises.

New Nepal PM meets 
foreign envoys collectively

KATHMANDU 
 

In a departure from long-
standing diplomatic tradition, 
Nepal’s newly sworn-in 
Prime Minister Balendra 
"Balen" Shah held a group 
discussion with foreign am-
bassadors. 

The meeting, held at the 
Prime Minister’s Office in 
Singhadurbar, brought togeth-
er representatives from over a 
dozen nations—including In-
dia, China, the US, and the 
UK—all at once, rather than 
through individual courtesy 
calls.

The move is seen as a tacti-
cal shift by the 35-year-old 
leader to streamline diplomat-
ic engagements and enforce 
stricter protocol. According to 

the Prime Minister’s Secretar-
iat, the administration aims to 
move away from "informal 
access" and the culture of fre-
quent, individual ambassado-
rial visits to the leadership. 
Despite his new role leading 
the nation, Shah is reportedly 
continuing his PhD studies at 
Kathmandu University. His 
landslide victory and uncon-
ventional methods, like this 
collective diplomatic meeting, 
reflect his “Gen-Z” appeal 
and a desire to disrupt the tra-
ditional political establish-
ment. As he settles into office, 
the international community 
is watching closely to see 
how his blend of populism 
and academic rigor will shape 
Nepal’s foreign and domestic 
policies.

BALEN SHAH’S RISE TO POWER HAS BEEN 
NOTHING SHORT OF A POLITICAL EARTHQUAKE:
n �Rapid Rise: A structural engineer and former rapper, 

Shah first made waves as an independent Mayor of 
Kathmandu in 2022.

n �Political Upset: He joined the Rastriya Swatantra 
Party (RSP) in late 2025 and won a historic victory in 
the 2026 general elections, defeating four-time Prime 
Minister K.P. Sharma Oli in the Jhapa-05 constituen-
cy by a massive margin of nearly 50,000 votes.

n �Youngest Leader: Sworn in on March 27, 2026, he is 
the country’s youngest-ever Prime Minister and leads 
a cabinet noted for its youth and technical expertise.

B’desh parliament passes 
Anti-Terrorism Bill

DHAKA 
 

The Bangladesh Parliament 
took a historic and controver-
sial step by passing the An-
ti-Terrorism (Amendment) 
Bill. 

This new legislation grants 
the government sweeping 
powers to dismantle terrorist 
activities and officially bans 
all operations of the Bangla-
desh Awami League until on-
going trials at the Internation-
al Crimes Tribunal are com-
pleted. Presented by Home 
Minister Salahuddin Ahmed, 
the bill formalizes a previous 
order from the interim gov-
ernment. Under the new rules, 
authorities are no longer lim-
ited to just naming individuals 
in a gazette; they can now 
completely prohibit every ac-
tivity of an organization 
linked to terrorism. 

This includes a total ban on 
propaganda across all plat-
forms, including news media, 
social media, public rallies, 
and even press conferences.

The session was not with-

out tension. Opposition Lead-
er Shafikur Rahman raised 
concerns that lawmakers were 
given the complex documents 
only minutes before the vote, 
leaving no time for a proper 
review. Despite these objec-
tions, Speaker Hafiz Uddin 
Ahmed moved the process 
forward, and the bill was 
passed via a voice vote. 

The Home Minister defend-
ed the move, labeling the tar-
geted group a “genocidal ter-
rorist organization” and insist-
ing the law is necessary for 
national security.

This legislation marks a 
major shift in Bangladesh’s 
political landscape. By em-
powering the government to 
list banned entities and block 
their public promotion, the 
law ensures much stricter 
oversight of political groups 
tied to criminal acts. 

As the country moves to 
enforce these rules, the world 
is watching how this signifi-
cant step will affect the future 
of democracy and dissent in 
the nation.

Turkey uses 
cyber tools to 
silence exiled 

journalists
PARIS

 
Reporters Without Borders 
has condemned Turkey for 
using digital censorship to tar-
get journalists living in exile. 
The group called on Turkish 
authorities to end what it de-
scribed as an “oppressive pol-
icy.” RSF said at least five 
exiled reporters faced social 
media account restrictions in 
2025, with four under the 
threat of long-running legal 
cases. Erol Onderoglu, RSF’s 
Turkey representative, said 
accusations of “undermining 
national security” are often 
used to suppress independent 
reporting. The journalists af-
fected include Can Dundar, 
Met in  Cihan,  Amber in 
Zaman, Erk Acarer, and 
Hayko Bagdat. RSF stressed 
that these journalists were re-
porting on sensitive topics 
like arms transfers and policy 
criticisms, and called for an 
end to Turkey’s campaign that 
restricts citizens’ access to re-
liable information.
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HAVERTZ strikes late as Arsenal edge 
Sporting in Champions League clash

Last-gasp winner gives Arsenal crucial advantage ahead of second leg showdown
LISBON

 
Arsenal forward Kai Havertz 
scored a dramatic stop-
page-time winner to hand his 
side a 1-0 victory over Sport-
ing CP in the first leg of their 
UEFA Champions League 
quarter-final.

The crucial away win at the 
José Alvalade Stadium came 
as a timely boost for manager 
Mikel Arteta and his team, 
who had entered the contest 
under pressure following 
back-to-back domestic de-
feats. Despite struggling to 
find rhythm for much of the 
game, Arsenal showed resil-
ience and composure when it 
mattered most. 

Havertz capitalised on a 
perfectly timed pass from Ga-
briel Martinelli in stoppage 
time, beating the offside trap 
before calmly slotting the ball 
past goalkeeper Rui Silva. Ar-
teta’s side owed much of their 

success to goalkeeper David 
Raya, who produced a series 
of outstanding saves to keep 
Sporting at bay. 

Raya denied efforts from 
Sporting attackers, including 
close-range chances that 
could have tilted the match in 
the hosts’ favour.

The match was a tense and 
cagey affair, with Arsenal 
struggling to break down 
Sporting’s disciplined defen-
sive block. Midfielder Martin 
Odegaard came closest for the 
visitors in the first half, but 
his effort was comfortably 
saved.

Sporting, buoyed by an im-
pressive home record, threat-
ened on multiple occasions, 
forcing Arsenal into defensive 
resilience. 

However, they were unable 
to convert their chances, leav-
ing the door open for a late 
twist. Arteta admitted his side 
lacked sharpness in the final 

third but praised their deter-
mination to grind out a result. 
He highlighted the impor-
tance of decisive moments at 
this stage of the competition, 
with Havertz’s late strike 
proving the difference.

The victory puts Arsenal 
in a strong position ahead 
of the return leg in north 
London on April 15, where 
they will be fa-
v o u r i t e s  t o 
progress to 
the semi-fi-
nals. However, 
Arteta acknowl- edged 
that significant improve-
ment will be required if 
the club is to secure its 
f i rs t -ever  Champions 
League title.

For Arsenal, the result was 
not just about the win but also 
a response to recent setbacks, 
demonstrating their ability to 
deliver under pressure on Eu-
rope’s biggest stage.

Bayern edge Real Madrid 
as Diaz, Kane strike in 

Champions League

MADRID
 

Bayern Munich produced a 
commanding display to se-
cure a 2-1 victory over Real 
Madrid in the first leg of their 
UEFA Champions League 
quarter-final, with Luis Diaz 
and Harry Kane on target at 
the Santiago Bernabéu.

After enduring nine con-
secutive matches without a 
win against Madrid, Bayern 
arrived determined to rewrite 
the script — and did so with 
an assertive, high-quality per-
formance that underlined 
their credentials as serious 
title contenders.

The visitors dominated 
possession and tempo from 
the outset, pinning Madrid 

back and cre-
ating sev-
eral early 
chances . 
Their per-
sistence 
paid off 
late  in 
the first 
h a l f 
w h e n 
D i a z 
finished 

o f f  a 
slick at-

tacking move, latch-
ing onto a precise 

through ball to calmly slot 
past goalkeeper Andriy Lun-
in.

Bayern continued their mo-
mentum into the second half, 
with Kane doubling the lead 
almost immediately after the 
restart. Despite carrying a mi-
nor injury concern, the En-
gland striker showcased his 
class with a curling effort 
from the edge of the box, 
marking his 11th goal of the 
tournament.

Madrid, however, refused 
to fade quietly. 

Spearheaded by Kylian 
Mbappe, the hosts gradually 
grew into the contest . 
Mbappe pulled one back in 
the 74th minute, smashing 
home from close range after a 
well-worked move, keeping 
the tie alive ahead of the re-
turn leg.

Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
played a crucial role in Bay-
ern’s victory, producing a se-
ries of vital saves to deny Ma-
drid’s star-studded attack, in-
cluding efforts from Mbappe 
and Vinicius Junior.

Despite Madrid’s late resur-
gence, Bayern held firm to 
claim a valuable away win. 
The result gives Vincent 
Kompany’s side a slender but 
significant advantage heading 
into the second leg in Munich.

Bayern end 
winless streak 
against Madrid 
with dominant 

first-leg 
performance away

Divya stuns Muzychuk, joins Vaishali and others at the top
PEGEIA

 
Indian Grandmaster Divya 
Deshmukh produced a re-
markable comeback victory 
over overnight leader Anna 
Muzychuk to move into joint 
lead after the eighth round of 
the Women’s Candidates 
chess tournament.

Displaying immense resil-
ience, Divya fought back 
from a difficult position to 
register a memorable win, un-

derlining her growing stature 
on the global stage. The vic-
tory lifted her to 4.5 points, 
placing her among a five-way 
tie for the lead with R. Vaish-
ali, Muzychuk, Zhu Jiner, and 
Kateryna Lagno.

Vaishali, another strong In-
dian contender, maintained 
her position at the top after 
securing a steady draw 
against Bibisara Assaubayeva. 
With six rounds still remain-
ing, the tournament remains 

wide open, promising an in-
tense battle for the top spot.

Meanwhile, in the open 
section, Uzbekistan’s Javokh-
ir Sindarov continued his 
dominant run, extending his 
lead to two points. He now 
has 6.5 points after settling 
for a quick draw against An-
drey Esipenko.

Sindarov’s advantage was 
further boosted after sec-
ond-placed Fabiano Caruana 
suffered a setback, losing to 

compatriot Hikaru Nakamura. 
Caruana’s aggressive but ill-
timed pawn push proved cost-
ly, allowing Nakamura to cap-
italise and secure a crucial 
victory.

In another key game, Anish 
Giri defeated India’s R. 
Praggnanandhaa, joining 
Caruana in second place on 
4.5 points. Other matches saw 
draws between Wei Yi and 
Matthias Bluebaum.

Back in the women’s sec-

tion, Lagno strengthened her 
campaign with a win over 
Aleksandra Goryachkina, 
while Zhu Jiner defeated Tan 
Zhongyi to stay in contention.

Divya’s fighting spirit and 
composure under pressure 
have been among the high-
lights of the tournament so 
far. With momentum on her 
side and multiple contenders 
locked at the top, the race for 
the Candidates title is shaping 
into a thrilling contest.

Aaron Ramsey announces retirement, 
brings down curtain on illustrious career
LONDON

 
Former Arsenal midfielder 
Aaron Ramsey has an-
nounced his retirement 
from professional football 
at the age of 35, bringing an 
end to a distinguished ca-
reer spanning over a decade 
at the highest level.

Ramsey, who also cap-
tained Wales national foot-
ball team, confirmed his 
decision in an emotional 
message, citing a combina-
tion of injuries and limited 
playing opportunities in re-
cent years. He had been 
without a club since leaving 
Mex ican  s i de  Pumas 
UNAM at the end of 2025.

“This has not been an 
easy decision,” Ramsey 
said, reflecting on a jour-
ney that saw him repre-
sent some of Europe’s 
top clubs, including Ju-
ventus and OGC Nice, in 
addition to his long and 
successful spell with Arse-
nal.

During his time in north 
London, Ramsey became a 
fan favourite, playing a key 
role in the club’s success 
and winning three FA Cups. 
Known for his intelligent 

midfield play and knack for 
scoring crucial goals, he en-
joyed some of the finest 
moments of his career in an 
Arsenal shirt. On the inter-
national stage, Ramsey 
earned 86 caps for Wales 
and was instrumental in 
their historic run to the 
semi-finals of the 2016 
UEFA European Champion-
ship. His performances in 
that tournament earned him 
a place in UEFA’s Team of 
the Tournament, cementing 
his legacy as one of the 
country’s greatest players.

However, recurring inju-
ries began to take 

their toll in the 
latter stag-

e s  o f h i s 
career, limiting his appear-
ances and eventually lead-
ing to his omission from 
recen t  na t iona l  t eam 
squads. His hopes of a final 
appearance on football’s 
biggest stage were dashed 
when Wales fell short in a 
crucial World Cup qualifier.

Ramsey paid tribute 
to Wales supporters, 
affectionately known 
as the “Red Wall,” 
thanking them for 
their unwavering 
support through 
both triumphs and 
chal lenges.  He 
also expressed 
gratitude to the 
clubs, manag-
ers, and staff 
who helped 
him fulfil 
h i s 
d r e a m 
o f 

playing at 
the highest level.

Widely respected 
for his professional-
ism and influence, 
Ramsey leaves be-
hind a legacy of re-
silience, leadership, 
and memorable per-
formances for both 
club and country.

Inter Kashi end losing run with 
crucial win over Chennaiyin FC

CHENNAI
 

Inter Kashi FC bounced back 
strongly from a string of de-
feats to secure a hard-fought 
2-1 victory over Chennaiyin 
FC in an Indian Super League 
encounter at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium.

Coming into the match on 
the back of three consecutive 
losses in their debut ISL sea-
son, Inter Kashi displayed 
renewed determination and 
discipline to halt their slide. 
The win lifted them to eighth 
place on the table with eight 
points from seven matches, 
keeping their campaign alive.

The standout performer of 
the night was Spanish forward 
Alfred Planas, whose sec-
ond-half brace turned the 
match decisively in the visi-
tors’ favour. Planas struck in 
quick succession in the 46th 
and 54th minutes, capitalising 
on defensive lapses to put In-
ter Kashi in control.

The breakthrough came 
moments after the restart 

when Planas seized upon a 
poor clearance to calmly slot 
the ball into the net, giving 
his side a dream start to the 
second half. He doubled the 
lead soon after, showing sharp 
instincts inside the box to fin-
ish past the Chennaiyin de-
fence. Inter Kashi head coach 
Antonio Lopez Habas was 
vindicated for his half-time 
adjustments, which appeared 
to energise his side and sharp-
en their attacking approach. 
The team looked more organ-
ised and purposeful, particu-
larly in transition, as they 
pressed Chennaiyin into er-
rors. Chennaiyin FC struggled 
to respond effectively despite 
enjoying spells of possession. 
Defensive mistakes proved 
costly, while their attack 
lacked the cutting edge need-
ed to break down a resolute 
Inter Kashi backline.

The hosts did manage a late 
consolation goal through sub-
stitute Daniel Chima Chukwu 
in stoppage time, but it came 
too late to alter the outcome.

Scholarships recognise emerging Tamil 
Nadu sportspersons at CSK–TNSJA event
CHENNAI

 
Ten promising athletes from 
Tamil Nadu were honoured 
with financial support and 
recognition at the annual 
scholarship programme 
jointly organised by Chen-
nai Super Kings and the 
Tamil Nadu Sports Journal-
ists’ Association (TNSJA), 
celebrating the State’s rising 
sporting talent.

Held at the iconic M. A. 
Chidambaram Stadium, the 
event saw each selected 
s p o r t s p e r s o n  r e c e i v e 
₹50,000 for the 2025–26 cy-
cle, with support from the 
Tamil Nadu Cricket Associ-
ation.

Among the youngest 
awardees were eight-year-
old chess prodigy Tamizh 
Amudhan and nine-year-old 
Asian youth champion R. 
Aaranya, both already mak-
ing waves in international 
circuits. Their achievements 
highlighted the depth of tal-
ent emerging from grass-
roots levels across disci-
plines.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by several prominent fig-
ures, including CSK Whole-
time Director Rupa Gu-

runath, CEO K. S. Viswana-
than, and India Under-19 
World Cup-winning captain 
Ayush Mhatre, who served 
as the chief guest.

Sporting legends such as 
Olympic gold medal-win-
ning hockey captain V. Bas-
karan and table tennis stal-
wart Sharath Kamal also 
graced the occasion, lending 
their encouragement to the 
young achievers.

Praising the initiative, 
Gurunath reaffirmed CSK’s 
commitment to nurturing 
talent beyond cricket, con-
tinuing the legacy of her 
father, N. Srinivasan. She 
emphasised that such recog-
nition should serve as moti-
vation rather than a конеч 
goal, urging athletes to 
strive for greater success.

Viswanathan echoed sim-
ilar sentiments, noting that 
supporting athletes across 

disciplines has long been a 
tradition for the franchise. 
Meanwhile, Mhatre encour-
aged the awardees to use the 
scholarship as a stepping 
stone, drawing from his 
own early experiences in 
cricket.

Former India swimmer A. 
V. Jayaveena shared how 
receiving the scholarship 
earlier in her career had 
boosted her confidence and 
validated her journey, in-
spiring her to aim higher.

The event not only cele-
brated individual achieve-
ments but also reinforced 
the importance of sustained 
support systems for young 
athletes. With continued 
backing from organisations 
like CSK and TNSJA, Tam-
il Nadu’s sporting ecosys-
tem appears well-positioned 
to nurture future champions 
across disciplines.

McIlroy savours Masters ‘victory lap’ 
as he eyes rare title defence

AUGUSTA
 

Rory McIlroy is embracing a rare sense of 
calm and fulfilment at Augusta National as he 
prepares to defend his Masters title, calling this 
year’s return a “victory lap” after finally 
achieving golfing immortality.

In his 17th appearance last year, McIlroy 
captured the elusive 
green jacket  to 
complete a historic 
career Grand Slam, cementing his 
place among the spor t ’s  grea ts . 
Now, returning for his 18th Masters, the 
Northern Irishman appears more relaxed than 
ever, enjoying the privileges that come with 
being a champion.

“For the past 17 years, I couldn’t wait for the 
tournament to start. This year, I wouldn’t care 
if it never started,” McIlroy joked, reflecting 
his newfound ease at Augusta National Golf 
Club. Part of his experience this week includes 
hosting the prestigious Champions Dinner, a 
tradition reserved for defending winners. McIl-
roy has prepared a menu that reflects his per-
sonal taste, including “Irish Champ,” while 

balancing flavours he himself would enjoy.
Despite the celebratory mood, McIlroy re-

mains aware of the challenge ahead. 
Only three players in history — Jack Nick-

laus, Nick Faldo and Tiger Woods — have 
successfully defended their Masters title, un-
derlining the difficulty of 
the task.

World No. 1 
Scottie Scheffler, himself 
a multiple Masters champi-
on, acknowledged how 
rare back-to-back victo-
ries are, noting that the 
challenge lies not just 
in form but in the sheer 
competitiveness of ma-
jor championships.

Augusta’s conditions 
are also expected to test 
players, with firm and fast 
greens predicted to make 
scoring difficult.
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French health study sparks new tobacco debate
NEW DELHI 

A major health report from 
France is making waves in 
India, causing experts to re-
think how the country han-
dles tobacco addiction. The 
study, which looked at over 
2,500 research papers, sug-
gests that products which do 
not burn tobacco are signifi-
cantly less harmful than tra-
ditional cigarettes.

The core of the discovery 
lies in how tobacco is used. 
When a cigarette is lit, it 

burns, releasing thousands 
of toxic chemicals, including 
tar and carbon monoxide. 

These substances are the 
main culprits behind lung 
disease and heart issues. Be-
cause smokeless products do 
not involve burning, they 
expose users to far fewer 
dangerous toxins. While the 
report makes it clear that 
these alternatives are not 
“safe,” they are a much low-
er risk for those who cannot 
quit entirely.

Other countries are already 

moving in this direction. The 
United Kingdom has started 
a “Swap to Stop” program to 
help smokers move to less 
harmful options. In places 
like Japan and South Korea, 
smoking rates have dropped 
as people make the switch.

In India, where tobac-
co-related illnesses are a 
major concern, this news is 
timely. While the govern-
ment has worked hard on 

warning labels and aware-
ness, some experts believe a 
new “harm reduction” strat-
egy might be needed. In-
stead of only focusing on 
bans, they suggest that pro-
viding less dangerous alter-
natives could help millions 
of smokers gradually move 
away from traditional ciga-
rettes, ultimately saving 
lives and improving public 
health across the nation.

HARM REDUCTION

QUICK READ
Counterfeit  

goods to pose  
serious challenge

India’s merchandise 
imports surge, while 

exports dip

Two-week ceasefire 
brings market  
relief globally

Adani electricity 
highlights safety and 

zero harm commitment

New Delhi
Counterfeit products and 
expiry date tampering re-
main a “very huge prob-
lem,” said Consumer Af-

fairs Secretary Nidhi Khare 
at a FICCI seminar. She 

highlighted that fake 
goods often imitate genu-
ine items, bypassing pat-

ents and trademarks, 
making detection difficult. 

Khare cited one e-com-
merce platform reporting 
over 1.21 crore counterfeit 

listings between 2022 and 
2025. She urged consum-
ers to check product quali-

ty, avoid misleading dis-
counts, and report issues 

via the National Consumer 
Helpline 1915. Coordinated 
agency action, awareness, 
and legal reforms are key, 
she added, assuring that 

monitored food commodi-
ties remain safe and ade-

quately stocked across the 
country.

Mumbai
India’s merchandise im-

ports rose over 22% in the 
first two months of 2026, 
mainly due to higher gold 
imports, while exports fell 
0.2%. The widening trade 
deficit is linked to weaker 
global demand, shipping 
disruptions, and higher 

freight costs. It has been 
noted that bilateral and 

regional trade agree-
ments could support ex-

ports, while strong servic-
es exports and remittanc-

es help stabilize the ex-
ternal sector. However, 
rising energy prices and 

geopolitical tensions pose 
risks. Despite short-term 
challenges, these factors 
are expected to cushion 

India’s trade balance and 
keep the current account 

deficit manageable.

Washington, D.C.
Global markets breathed 

a sigh of relief after US 
President Donald Trump 
and Iran agreed to a two-
week ceasefire, allowing 

safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vital 

oil and gas route. The deal 
came just before Trump’s 
deadline for Tehran to re-
open the waterway, eas-
ing fears of energy price 

shocks. Asian stocks 
surged, U.S. and European 

futures pointed higher, 
and Treasuries rallied. An-
alysts warned the cease-
fire is fragile, and markets 
remain sensitive to Middle 

East developments. Oil 
prices fell below $100 per 
barrel, but inflation con-
cerns may persist due to 
damaged infrastructure.

Mumbai
Adani Electricity marked 
National Safety Month in 

March, reinforcing its “Zero 
Harm” policy to protect 

staff and consumers. The 
company conducted safety 

drills, workshops, and 
training sessions across its 
divisions under the theme 
“Engage, Educate & Em-

power People to Enhance 
Safety.” Adani Electricity 
Mumbai retained its top 

rank among 66 utilities na-
tionwide, scoring 92.5, with 
an A+ rating for supply reli-
ability, billing accuracy, and 

grievance redressal. CEO 
Kandarp Patel said the rec-
ognition reflects trust and 

operational discipline. 
Serving over 30 lakh con-
sumers, the utility empha-
sizes efficiency, digitalisa-

tion, and transparency 
while maintaining safe, reli-

able power delivery.
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IEA lauds India, PM for Modi 
for nuclear energy milestone

India achieves a major nuclear milestone as the Kalpakkam breeder reactor 
reaches criticality, earning high praise from the global energy body 

NEW DELHI 

The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) has showered 
praise on India and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi fol-
lowing a major breakthrough 
in the nation’s nuclear energy 
journey.

 This week, the 500 MWe 
Prototype Fast Breeder Reac-
tor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam 
achieved "criticality," a tech-
nical term meaning the start 
of a controlled, self-sustaining 
nuclear chain reaction.

In a public statement, the 
IEA congratulated Indian sci-
entists and engineers for this 
historic milestone. The global 
energy watchdog noted that 
this specific type of reactor is 

revolutionary because it uses 
far less fuel than traditional 
models. More importantly, it 
helps India move toward a 
"closed fuel cycle," a sustain-
able system where nuclear 
materials are recycled and 
waste is significantly reduced.

Prime Minister Modi hailed 
the event as a "defining step" 
for the country. The reactor is 
unique because it is designed 
to produce more fuel than it 
actually consumes. This tech-
nology is the second stage of 
India’s long-term nuclear 

plan, which eventually aims 
to tap into the nation’s mas-
sive reserves of thorium. The 
project was entirely designed 
and built within India by the 
Indira Gandhi Centre for 
Atomic Research and the pub-
lic sector firm Bhavini.

By successfully starting 
this reactor, India has proven 
its high-level engineering 
strength on the world stage. 
Experts say this achievement 
not only boosts India’s ener-
gy security but also positions 
the country as a leader in 
sustainable nuclear technolo-
gy. For a nation looking to 
grow rapidly while keeping 
an eye on the environment, 
this milestone is a major  
win.

Ceasefire news 
sends Asian stock 
markets soaring

NEW DELHI

Financial markets across Asia 
witnessed a massive surge as 
a wave of relief swept 
through global trading floors. 

The spark for this rally was 
a surprise temporary ceasefire 
agreement between the Unit-
ed States and Iran, a move 
that many hope will finally 
cool long-standing tensions in 
the Middle East.

Investors did not waste any 
time. In Japan, the Nikkei 225 
jumped by more than five 
percent, while markets in 
South Korea and India fol-
lowed suit with impressive 
gains. The mood turned from 
worry to optimism almost in-
stantly. For months, the threat 
of conflict had kept traders on 
edge, but the news of a pause 
in military action has invited 
buyers back into the fold.

The most dramatic change 
happened in the energy sector. 
Oil prices, which had been 
high due to war fears, came 
crashing down. Both Brent 
and US crude dropped by 
over thirteen percent. This 
shift happened largely be-
cause Iran promised to keep 

the vital Strait of Hormuz 
open for safe travel for at 
least two weeks. This simple 
promise eased global fears 
about fuel shortages.

While gold prices re-
mained high as a safety net, 
the general feeling is one of 
hope. Leaders have signaled 
a shift toward peace talks 
rather than further fighting. 
Experts believe this ceasefire 
could help lower global in-
flation and make shipping 
goods much easier. While the 
situation is still delicate, for 
today, the world’s economy 
is breathing a collective sigh 
of relief.

Asian markets surged as 
a surprise US-Iran 

ceasefire slashed oil 
prices and eased Middle 
East tensions, sparking 

global investor optimism 
and hopes for lower 

inflation.

Adani team to fight US fraud charges

A New York judge will hear arguments to dismiss a $750 million 
SEC fraud lawsuit against the Adani Group.

NEW YORK

In a significant legal win for 
the Adani Group, a New York 
judge has agreed to hear ar-
guments to dismiss a major 
fraud lawsuit. 

Billionaire Gautam Adani 
and his nephew, Sagar Adani, 
are chal lenging a case 
brought by the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC). This hearing 
gives them an early chance to 
prove the case should be 
thrown out entirely.

The dispute stems from a 
2021 bond sale that raised 
$750 million for a renewable 
energy project. U.S. officials 
claim the group hid a plan to 
bribe Indian authorities to 
win solar energy contracts. 
However, the Adani legal 
team says there is zero credi-
ble evidence for these claims. 
They argue that because the 
business, the people, and the 
projects are all based in India, 
the U.S. government has no 
legal right to interfere.

A key part of their defense 
is that the bonds were not 
even sold on American ex-
changes. Furthermore, they 
pointed out that every single 
investor has already been 

paid back in full with interest. 
Since no one lost money and 
the deal happened across the 
world, they believe American 

laws simply do not apply.
The Adani Group remains 

firm, stating that their compa-
nies have followed all inter-
national rules. By granting 
this hearing, the court will 
now decide if the SEC has 
enough ground to move for-
ward or if the case is an over-
reach of power. This meeting 
marks a crucial moment that 
could end the legal battle be-
fore a full trial even begins.

Adani plans massive investment boost in 
Odisha

NEW DELHI: The Adani Group has announced a 
major investment of Rs 33,081 crore in Odisha, focus-

ing on data, power, and cement projects. The move 
is expected to create around 9,700 jobs and support 
the state’s economic growth. Speaking at an event in 
Khordha, Karan Adani said the projects show a strong 
commitment to Odisha’s future. The first project is a 

data centre in Bhubaneswar with an investment of Rs 
800 crore, aimed at supporting digital services and 

technology growth. The second and biggest project is 
a thermal power plant near Cuttack, worth Rs 30,181 
crore, which will ensure steady electricity supply. The 
third project is a cement plant costing Rs 2,100 crore, 

expected to boost construction and infrastructure. 
Officials said these projects will strengthen industries, 

improve livelihoods, and help Odisha move towards 
long-term development goals.

New fuel rules protect 
key Indian factories

NEW DELHI 

To safeguard the economy 
against rising tensions in the 
Middle East, the Central Gov-
ernment launched a new LPG 
allocation formula. This strat-
egy is designed to keep essen-
tial industries such as medi-
cine, food, and farming run-
ning smoothly even if global 
fuel supplies tighten.

Under the fresh guidelines 
from the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, critical 
sectors will now be guaranteed 
up to 70 percent of their usual 
LPG supply. The government 
has identified a long list of pri-
ority areas, including steel, 
glass, paint, and ceramics, that 
are vital for India’s economic 
stability. To ensure fairness, 
the total daily supply for these 
sectors has been capped at 0.2 
thousand metric tonnes.

The policy makes a special 
exception for factories where 

LPG is irreplaceable. These 
units will jump to the front of 
the line to prevent any pro-
duction stops. Meanwhile, 
other businesses are being en-
couraged to switch to piped 
natural gas. To sweeten the 
deal, the Centre is offering an 
extra 10 percent fuel bonus to 
states that successfully move 
their local industries toward 
cleaner natural gas and biogas 
options.

Recent data shows that 
many citizens are already pre-
paring for potential shortages. 
Since late March, nearly 8 
lakh small 5-kg cylinders 
have been sold across India, 
with daily sales hitting record 
highs this week. By introduc-
ing these new rules now, the 
government aims to protect 
the supply chains for food and 
medicine, ensuring that global 
conflicts do not lead to empty 
shelves or shut-down facto-
ries back home.

RBI chief clears HDFC Bank of concerns
MUMBAI 

Reserve Bank of India Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra con-
firmed that the central bank 
has found no major gover-
nance flaws within HDFC 
Bank. 

His statement comes as a 
much-needed relief for inves-
tors following the sudden res-
ignation of the bank’s chair-
man, who had cited disagree-
ments over ethics and values.

During the post-monetary 
policy briefing, Governor 
Malhotra assured the public 
that regular supervision has 
not revealed any material con-
cerns regarding the lender's 
management. He stated that 
the current banking laws are 
"clear and effective," though 
he noted the RBI remains 
ready to review the situation 
should new details emerge. 
Importantly, he clarified that 
HDFC Bank remains finan-
cially strong and profitable, 
dismissing any fears of sys-

temic instability.
Beyond the specific case of 

HDFC Bank, the Governor 
announced plans to modern-
ize how bank boards function 
across India. The goal is to 
shift the focus of board mem-
bers away from day-to-day 
operations and toward long-
term strategic decisions. This 
change, requested by several 
banks, aims to ensure that se-
nior leaders spend their time 
on high-level policy rather 
than routine paperwork.

In another significant move, 
the RBI proposed giving banks 
more flexibility in how they 
calculate their financial health. 
By allowing quarterly profits 
to be included in capital ratios 
regardless of certain bad-loan 
provisions, the central bank 
hopes to provide a clearer pic-
ture of a bank’s strength. For 
now, the Governor’s message 
is simple, India’s largest pri-
vate lender and the wider 
banking system remain safe, 
stable, and secure.

Women now control a 
quarter of India's credit

NEW DELHI 

In a landmark shift for financial equality, women now hold 26% 
of India’s total credit, managing a massive portfolio of ₹76 lakh 
crore.

According to a new report, the credit exposure for women has 
surged nearly five times since 2017, signaling a major move 
toward deep economic participation.

The findings, compiled by TransUnion CIBIL and MicroSave 
Consulting, show that women are no longer just seeking small 
entry-level loans. Instead, they are increasingly diving into retail 
and commercial business credit. It has also been noted that this 
growth reflects a stronger financial capability among women, as 
they integrate more effectively into the formal banking system.

The data reveals that credit penetration among women has 
jumped from 19% to 36% in just eight years. Interestingly, the 
growth of business loans for women entrepreneurs reached a 
staggering 31% recently, even outpacing the general market. 
This trend is further supported by evidence showing that many 
women who started with tiny microfinance loans are now grad-
uating to larger commercial credit to expand their businesses.

Based on the records of 16 crore active borrowers and re-
search into rural "nano-entrepreneurs," the report paints a pic-
ture of a rapidly changing India. Analysts believe these numbers 
highlight a massive, untapped potential for further economic 
expansion. As more women gain the financial tools they need 
to succeed, they are not just borrowing money—they are be-
coming key drivers of the nation’s wealth and stability.

Gift city fund 
ecosystem 

grows 60-fold
NEW DELHI 

Gujarat’s GIFT City has 
emerged as a global finan-
cial powerhouse, reporting a 
staggering 60-fold increase 
in its fund management eco-
system over the last five 
years. Officials revealed  
that capital commitments 
jumped from less than $0.5 
billion in 2020 to a massive 
$32.13 billion by December 
2025.

The growth reflects a rap-
id transformation for the In-
ternational Financial Ser-
vices Centre. The number of 
fund management entities 
has leaped from just eight to 
202, while the variety of in-
vestment schemes grew 
from a mere ten to over 300. 
This surge highlights the 
city’s success in attracting 
both domestic and interna-
tional players, including pri-
vate equity and venture cap-
ital firms.

Data shows that the eco-
system is not just about 
holding money, but moving 
it. Out of $17.34 billion 
raised, nearly $17 billion has 
already been put to work. 
Interestingly, 85% of this 
capital is being funneled di-
rectly into the Indian econo-
my, while the remaining 
15% is being invested in 
g l o b a l  m a r k e t s .  T h i s  
confirms GIFT City’s role  
as a vital gateway for inter-
national wealth entering  
India.

Industry leaders, including 
executives from Aditya Birla 
Sun Life and Carnelian As-
set Management, praised the 
city’s progressive regula-
tions and modern infrastruc-
ture. They noted that the hub 
allows them to serve global 
investors more effectively 
while giving domestic inves-
tors a simple way to access 
overseas opportunities. As 
the regulatory environment 
continues to evolve, GIFT 
City is firmly establishing 
itself as a premier destina-
tion on the world’s financial 
map.
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Explosive 
opening stand 
leaves Mumbai 
Indians chasing 
shadows in rain-

hit contest

IPL 2026: MI blown away by Sooryavanshi, 
Jaiswal brilliance, admits JAYAWARDENE

GUWAHATI
 

Mumbai Indians head coach 
Mahela Jayawardene conced-
ed his side was comprehen-
sively outplayed after a fero-
cious opening assault from 
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi powered Rajas-
than Royals to a commanding 
win in their Indian Premier 
League clash.

In a rain-curtailed encoun-
ter, Rajasthan Royals posted 
an imposing 150 for 3 in just 
11 overs, riding on a breath-
taking display from their 
openers. 

Jaiswal remained unbeaten 
on 77 off 32 balls, while 
Sooryavanshi smashed 39 off 
just 14 deliveries, as the duo 
tore into the Mumbai attack 
from the outset.

Mumbai Indians, in re-
sponse, faltered under pres-

sure and were restricted to 
123 for 9, handing Rajas-
than a comfortable 27-
run victory. It marked 
MI’s second defeat of 
the season after begin-
ning their campaign with 
a win.

Reflecting on the 
loss, Jayawardene 
admit ted  h is 
bowlers failed 
t o  e x e c u t e 
their plans, 
particularly 
dur ing  the 
crucial pow-
erplay overs. 
H e  n o t e d 
t h a t  t h e 
team had 
anticipated 
t h e  a g -
gressive 
a p -

proach but could not main-
tain discipline in line 

and length.  Even 
spearhead Jasprit 

Bumrah was not spared, with 
Jayawardene acknowledging 
that the premier pacer “prob-
ably missed the length by a 
little bit” on a challenging 
night for the bowling unit.

The Royals’ openers raced 
to 80 runs within the 
first five overs, effec-
tively taking the game 

away early.  While 
Sooryavanshi’s explo-

sive cameo set 
the tone, 

J a y -

awardene emphasised that 
Jaiswal’s composed yet ag-
gressive knock was the defin-
ing factor.

“Jaiswal was the key. He 
took it on in the first few 
overs and batted through the 
innings,” he observed.

Mumbai’s chase never 
gathered momentum as early 
wickets derailed their effort. 
Jayawardene pointed out the 
lack of partnerships as a ma-
jor setback, noting that the 
team failed to produce even a 
quick 30 or 40 from the top 
order to stay in contention.

Despite the defeat, he 
maintained that the target was 
within reach, citing a few big 
hits as the difference. He 
stressed the need for the team 
to regroup, rebuild confi-
dence, and address execution 
issues ahead of their upcom-
ing matches.

IPL 2026: Sooryavanshi’s 
blitz on BUMRAH eased 
pressure, says JAISWAL

GUWAHATI
 

Rajasthan Royals opener Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal credited teen-
a g e  p r o d i g y  Va i b h a v 
Sooryavanshi for easing pres-
sure early by taking on Jasprit 
Bumrah in a stunning display 
during their Indian Premier 
League clash against Mumbai 
Indians. The 15-year-old 
Sooryavanshi, who had just 
celebrated his birthday before 
the tournament, announced 
himself in style by 
smashing Bumrah 
for a six off the 
very first ball he 
faced. The auda-
cious stroke set 
the tone for Ra-
jasthan Royals’ 
innings in the 
rain-curtailed en-
counter on Tuesday.

Sooryavanshi continued 
his fearless approach, striking 
two more sixes off Bumrah in 
the opening over and racing 
to a blistering 39 off just 14 
balls. His early onslaught al-
lowed Jaiswal to settle in and 
play his natural game, eventu-
ally anchoring the innings 
with an unbeaten 77 off 32 
deliveries.

“First ball, he hit him for a 
six, and I told him to just 
keep playing his shots,” 
Jaiswal said after the match, 
praising his young partner’s 
confidence against one of the 
world’s best bowlers.

The duo stitched together a 
remarkable 80-run part-
nership in just 30 balls, 
dismantling Mumbai’s 
bowling attack and 
propelling Rajasthan 
Royals to 150 for 3 
in an 11-overs-a-
side contest. Mum-
bai Indians, in re-
ply, could only 
manage 123 for 
9, handing Rajas-
than a convincing 
27-run win.

Jaiswal admit-
ted that Sooryavan-
shi’s aggressive start 
against a bowler of Bumrah’s 
calibre boosted their confi-
dence against the rest of the 
attack. “If he can take on 
Bumrah, it makes you feel 
you can go after the others as 
well,” he noted.

The Royals openers capital-
ised further by targeting 
bowlers like Deepak Chahar 
and Trent Boult, maintaining 

a high scoring rate throughout 
the innings.

Reflecting on their partner-
ship, Jaiswal highlighted the 
positive communication be-
tween the pair and their 
shared intent to play attacking 

cricket. He also credited his 
own preparation, not-

ing that consistent 
hard work and 
adaptability to 
conditions have 
been key to his 
form this season.

With two fif-
t i e s  i n  t h r e e 

matches, Jaiswal 
has emerged as one of 

the leading performers in 
IPL 2026. Despite the strong 
start, he emphasised the im-
portance of staying grounded 
and continuing to improve, 
focusing on contributing to 
the team’s success in every 
game.

Teen sensation’s fearless 
hitting sets tone in 

Royals’ commanding IPL 
victory.

IPL 2026: PANDYA blames MI bowlers 
after heavy defeat to Rajasthan Royals
MUMBAI

 
Mumbai Indians captain Har-
dik Pandya delivered a blunt 
assessment of his team’s 
performance, placing the 
onus squarely on the bowl-
ing unit after a 27-run defeat 
to Rajasthan Royals in their 
IPL 2026 clash.

In a rain-curtailed 11-
over contest, 
R a j a s t h a n 
Royals post-
ed a formi-
dable 150 
for 3, pow-
ered by a 
s t u n n i n g 
opening part-
nership  be-
tween Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Vai-
b h a v 
Sooryavanshi. 
Jaiswal struck 
an unbeaten 
77, while the 
t e e n a g e 
Sooryavanshi 
hammered 39 
off  jus t  14 

balls, dismantling Mumbai’s at-
tack early in the innings.

Chasing a steep target, 
Mumbai Indians fal-
tered and were restrict-

ed to 123 for 9, slump-
ing to their second con-
secutive loss of the sea-

son.
Pandya was un-

equivocal in his 
post-match re-
marks, absolving 

the batting unit 
of blame and 
instead criti-
c i s i n g  t h e 
bowlers for 
failing to exe-
c u t e  t h e i r 
p l a n s .  H e 
stressed that 
in T20 crick-
et, a handful 

of deliveries 
can decide the 

o u t c o m e ,  a n d 
Mumbai fell short in 
that crucial aspect.

“I would not put 
this game on the 
batting. This was 

definitely the bowling unit which 
had to take responsibility,” Pandya 
said, pointing out that a difference 
of a few well-executed balls could 
have significantly altered the result.

He noted that Rajasthan’s openers 
effectively took the game away 
within the first few overs, leaving 
Mumbai chasing the contest there-
after. The early onslaught meant the 
bowlers were constantly under pres-
sure and unable to regain control.

Senior pacers, including Jasprit 
Bumrah, Trent Boult, Shardul Thak-
ur, and Deepak Chahar, struggled to 
contain the scoring, collectively 
managing just one wicket while 
conceding runs at a high rate.

Pandya admitted that the bowling 
group was “not at all up to the 
mark” and emphasised the need for 
greater accountability moving for-
ward. Despite acknowledging Ra-
jasthan’s strong batting display, he 
maintained that Mumbai’s lack of 
execution proved decisive.

With back-to-back losses now 
weighing on the team, Pandya 
called for immediate improvement, 
urging his bowlers to step up and 
deliver under pressure as the tourna-
ment progresses.

MCA to unveil Ravi Shastri Stand at 
WANKHEDE STADIUM on April 9

MUMBAI
 

The Mumbai Cricket Associ-
ation (MCA) is set to honour 
some of Indian cricket’s most 
distinguished figures by un-
veiling the Ravi Shastri Stand 
and dedicating stadium gates 
to three other legends at the 
iconic Wankhede Stadium on 
April 9.

The ceremony, approved 
by the MCA Apex Council in 
its February meeting, will be 
attended by Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, along with MCA 
president Ajinkya Naik, 
Apex Council members, of-
fice bearers, and several 
members of the cricketing 
fraternity.

As part of the initiative, 
the Level 1 stand below the 
Press Box will be named af-
ter former India captain and 
renowned commentator Ravi 

Shastri. The move recognises 
Shastri’s significant contri-
butions to Mumbai and Indi-
an cricket, both as a player 
and later as a coach and 
broadcaster.

In addition to the stand, 
three stadium gates will also 
be renamed in honour of leg-
endary cricketers who have 
left a lasting impact on the 
game. Gate No. 3 will be 
dedicated to Dilip Sardesai, 
Gate No. 5 to Diana Edulji, 
and Gate No. 6 to Eknath 
Solkar.

These recognitions cele-
brate the rich legacy of 
Mumbai cricket, which has 
produced numerous stalwarts 
who have shaped Indian 
cricket over decades. 

Sardesai was known for 
his elegant batting, Solkar 
for his exceptional close-in 
fielding and all-round skills, 
and Edulji for her pioneering 

role in women’s cricket in 
India. MCA president Naik 
described the occasion as a 
proud moment for Mumbai 
cricket, emphasising that the 
initiative reflects deep re-
spect for the contributions of 
these icons. 

He added that such ges-
tures are aimed not only at 
honouring the past but also 
at inspiring future genera-
tions of cricketers.

The Wankhede Stadium, 
one of India’s most historic 
cricket venues, has witnessed 
countless memorable mo-
ments, and the addition of 
these commemorations fur-
ther enriches its legacy.

With the unveiling cere-
mony, the MCA seeks to cel-
ebrate excellence, preserve 
history, and ensure that the 
achievements of these crick-
eting greats continue to in-
spire players and fans alike.

KSCA initiates Chinnaswamy 
overhaul, signals long-awaited 
stadium transformation plan

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka State Cricket 
Association (KSCA) has set 
in motion an ambitious plan 
to modernise the iconic M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium, 
marking the beginning of a 
long-anticipated overhaul 
aimed at upgrading infra-
structure and improving 
spectator experience.

The process formally be-
gan with the issuance of an 
Expression of Interest 
(EOI), inviting firms to par-
ticipate in the redevelop-
ment project. The proposed 
revamp will cover architec-
tural and structural rede-
sign, enhanced fan ameni-
ties, better crowd flow sys-
tems, and improved parking 
and traffic management 
around the stadium.

KSCA president Ven-
katesh Prasad, who is spear-
heading the initiative, re-
cently met Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar 

to discuss plans, including a 
potential increase in seating 
capacity from the current 
34,000. The move comes 
amid growing demand for 
better facilities in one of In-
dia’s most prominent crick-
et venues.

Prasad acknowledged that 
the project would be a 
lengthy process, involving 
multiple stages such as ten-
dering, approvals, and con-
sultations. While no fixed 
timeline has been an-
nounced, he expressed opti-
mism that significant 
progress could be 
achieved during 
his tenure.

Emphasising 
that the idea 
has been in 
consideration 
for years, 
P r a s a d 
highlighted 
the need to 
p r io r i t i s e 
spectators.

‘WE ARE LIKE LABOURERS’: SHAMI STAYS 
GROUNDED AMID SELECTION DEBATE

KOLKATA
 

Indian pacer Mohammed 
Shami has offered a ground-
ed perspective on his crick-
eting journey amid ongoing 
debates over his absence 
from the national team, 
stressing that hard work re-
mains his only focus despite 
consistent performances in 
domestic cricket and the 
IPL. Shami struck a humble 
note, describing himself as a 
“mazdoor” (labourer) whose 
primary job is simply to 
keep bowling.

“Hum mazdoor aadmi 
hain, humein bas ball daalni 
hai,” he said, underlining his 
belief in staying rooted and 
committed to basics rather 
than chasing external recog-
nition. The seasoned fast 

bowler recently 
delivered a 
match-win-
ning spell 
of 2 for 9, 
i n c l u d i n g 
18 dot balls, 
to help his 
side secure 

t h e i r 
first 

victory of IPL 2026 against 
Sunrisers Hyderabad. De-
spite such impactful perfor-
mances, Shami continues to 
remain out of India’s nation-
al setup, even after an im-
pressive domestic season 
with Bengal.

He was among the top 
wicket-takers in the latest 
Ranji Trophy, claiming 37 
wickets at an excellent aver-
age, and played a crucial 
role in Bengal’s run to the 
semifinals, including a 
standout eight-wicket haul 
in a single match.

Reflecting on challenges 
such as injuries and set-
backs, Shami emphasised 
the importance of resilience 
and staying true to one’s 
roots. He cautioned against 
getting distracted by “fancy 
things” like social media, 
noting that such pursuits can 
weaken a player’s focus and 
discipline.

Shami also highlighted his 
deep connection with Ben-
gal, calling it his “karm 
bhoomi” (land of work), de-
spite being born in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

He reiterated his commit-
ment to domestic cricket, 
stating that it holds equal 
importance to international 
formats in shaping a cricket-
er’s career.

“As long as I have the 
strength and motivation, I 
will continue to play for 
Bengal,” he said, reaffirming 
his enduring passion for the 
game.

RR’s top-order 
batters taking IPL 
by storm, says Faf 

du Plessis
GUWAHATI

 
Former South Africa captain 
Faf du Plessis has heaped 
praise on Rajasthan Royals’ 
explosive opening pair, say-
ing their fearless approach at 
the top is “taking the IPL by 
storm” after another domi-
nant performance against 
Mumbai Indians.

Rajasthan Royals extended 
their winning streak to three 
matches in IPL 2026 with a 
comprehensive victory in a 
rain-hit clash, outclassing 
Mumbai Indians in all de-
partments. 

Much of the credit went to 
the sensational opening duo 
of Yashasvi Jaiswal and teen-
a g e  p r o d i g y  Va i b h a v 
Sooryavanshi, who once 
again set the tone with a blis-
tering start.

du Plessis highlighted the 
impact of the Royals’ aggres-
sive batting, noting how the 
young pair has consistently 
put opposition bowlers under 
pressure from the outset. 

“The two youngsters at the 
top are really taking this IPL 
by storm,” he remarked, ap-
plauding their confidence 
and intent.


