
TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister G. 
Parameshwara on Wednesday 
clarified that the Karnataka 
government has no role in 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, asserting that the exer-
cise is being conducted en-
tirely under the supervision 
of the Election Commission 
of India.

He said the state govern-
ment had only provided per-
sonnel as requested by the 
Election Commission and had 
not issued any directions re-
garding the revision process. 
"The SIR exercise is being 
carried out according to the 
Commission's guidelines. If 
rules are violated anywhere, it 
is for the Election Commis-
sion to investigate and take 
action," he said.

Parameshwara explained 
that Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) are responsible for 
distributing enumeration 
forms through door-to-door 
visits and collecting the com-
pleted forms from voters. If 
BLOs are found distributing 
forms from a fixed location 

instead of visiting households, 
it would amount to a proce-
dural lapse, he added.

Responding to allegations 
raised by the BJP, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said any com-
plaints regarding irregularities 
should be addressed by the 
Election Commission. He also 
urged BJP leaders to examine 
how similar SIR exercises had 
been conducted in other states 
before criticising the Karnata-
ka government.

On reports that SIR forms 
were being filled inside 
mosques in Tumakuru, he re-
iterated that the matter fell 
within the Election Commis-
sion's jurisdiction.

Parameshwara also said 
elections to gram panchayats 
and zilla panchayats would be 
conducted at an appropriate 
time, echoing Chief Minister 
D. K. Shivakumar's recent as-
surance.

ANKARA

US President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday declared the 
interim ceasefire agreement 
with Iran effectively "over" 
after Tehran launched fresh 
attacks on American military 
bases in the Gulf, dealing a 
major setback to efforts aimed 
at securing a lasting peace.

Speaking ahead of the 
NATO summit in Ankara, 
Trump dismissed hopes of re-
viving the truce and launched 
a blistering attack on Iran's 
leadership.

Iran said it had targeted US 
military installations in Bah-
rain and Kuwait in retaliation 
for recent American strikes on 
Iranian targets following at-

tacks on com-
mercial ves-
se ls  in  the 
Strait of Hor-
muz.

The renewed ex-
change of  host i l i t ies 

pushed global 
oil prices to a 
two-week high, 

raising fresh con-
cerns over energy 

supplies and regional 
stability. The interim cease-

fire framework, reached last 
month after weeks of fight-
ing, was intended to pave the 
way for broader negotiations. 
However, Wednesday's de-
velopments have cast serious 
doubt over any immediate 
prospects of diplomacy.

The conflict began on Feb-
ruary 28 with joint US-Israeli 

airstrikes on Iranian targets 
and has since triggered re-
peated military exchanges 
across the region.

Trump declares Iran ceasefire ‘over’ after fresh attacks  
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The Truth Speaks

n �Feb. 28: US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran begin conflict.

n �Last month: Interim 
ceasefire framework 
agreed.

n �July 8: Iran attacks US 
bases in Bahrain and 
Kuwait

n �Impact: Oil prices climb 
to two-week high.

BEYOND BENGALURU: 
GOVT’S GROWTH ROADMAP

Karnataka state eyes balanced growth through infrastructure, investment 
and talent beyond Bengaluru, says Chief Minister D. K. Shivakumar

BENGALURU

Chief Minister D. K. Shivaku-
mar on Wednesday unveiled the 
government's "Beyond Benga-
luru" vision, announcing plans 
to create more growth centres 
across Karnataka by extending 
Bengaluru-like infrastructure 
and business opportunities to 
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.

Addressing Global Capabil-
ity Centre (GCC) leaders at the 
Target India programme in 
Manyata Tech Park, Shivaku-
mar said the government 
would encourage industries to 
expand beyond Bengaluru by 
offering lower land costs and 
double Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) in emerging cities.

He said Karnataka remains 
a preferred investment destina-
tion due to its skilled work-
force, quality education and 
research ecosystem. "You are 
our partners in Karnataka's 
progress. If you grow stronger, 
the state becomes stronger. To-
gether, we are Team Karnata-
ka," he said.

The Chief Minister also 

highlighted the government's 
₹1.5 lakh crore investment in 
Bengaluru's infrastructure, in-
cluding Metro expansion from 
350 km to 500 km, a 40-km 
tunnel road, 44 km of dou-
ble-decker corridors, 133 km 
of flyovers and the 123-km 

Bengaluru Business Corridor.
He said Karnataka has 257 

engineering colleges produc-
ing nearly 1.5 lakh engineers 
every year, giving investors 
access to a large talent pool. 
The government is also con-
sidering establishing an AI 

University to strengthen re-
search and innovation.

After the meeting, Shivaku-
mar said more than 200 GCC 
representatives shared sugges-
tions on mobility, innovation 
and expanding investments 
into other parts of Karnataka.

n I1.5 lakh crore: Planned 
Bengaluru infrastructure 

investment

n 500 km: Target Metro 
network by next year

n 257: Engineering 
colleges in Karnataka

n 1.5 lakh: Engineers 
graduating annually

n 200+ GCC leaders: 
Participated in Target India 

meeting

You are partners and 
ambassadors of Karnataka. 
Together, Team Karnataka 

will build the state’s future.
—D.K. Shivakumar, Chief Minister

AI University on the cards
The Chief Minister said the government is exploring 
the establishment of an Artificial Intelligence Uni-
versity to position Bengaluru as a global hub for AI 

research, innovation and advanced technology, while 
promoting similar opportunities across Karnataka’s 

Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.

Modi arrives in Australia 
for key bilateral talks

MELBOURNE

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrived in Melbourne on 
Wednesday on the second leg 
of his three-nation tour, say-
ing his visit would inject fresh 
momentum into the In-
dia-Australia Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

Modi was accorded a cere-
monial welcome upon arrival 
and is scheduled to hold 
wide-ranging talks with Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese during his three-
day visit. The leaders are ex-
pected to discuss strengthen-
ing cooperation in defence 
and security, trade and invest-
ment, education, mobility, and 
people-to-people ties.

In a post on X, Modi said 
he looked forward to his dis-
cussions with Albanese and 
meeting the Indian diaspora, 
describing the community as 
an important pillar of bilateral 
relations. He also said the vis-
it would help deepen cooper-
ation in emerging and critical 
technologies, sports, and 
sports science.

The Prime Minister arrived 
in Australia after concluding 
his visit to Indonesia. Austra-
lian High Commissioner to 
India Philip Green welcomed 

Modi's visit, saying Mel-
bourne was "buzzing" with 
excitement. He highlighted 
the growing trade relation-
ship, opportunities to expand 
the free trade agreement, and 
stronger collaboration in arts 

and culture.
The visit is expected to re-

inforce the robust partnership 
between the two countries 
while opening new avenues 
for economic, technological 
and cultural cooperation.

n Duration: Three-day 
visit

n Host city: Melbourne
n Key agenda: Defence, 

trade, education,  
technology

n Diaspora: Interaction 
with Indian community
n Previous stop:  

Indonesia

FOCUS AREAS
n Defence and security  

cooperation
n Trade and investment
n Education and mobility
n Emerging and critical  

technologies
n Sports and sports 

science
n Arts, culture and dias-

pora engagement

This visit will add vigour 
to the India-Australia 

Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

—Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister

Ceasefire under strain
The latest escalation 

marks one of the biggest 
setbacks to diplomatic 
efforts in recent weeks. 
Analysts fear the col-
lapse of the ceasefire 
could trigger a wider 

regional conflict, disrupt 
global energy markets 
and complicate nego-
tiations involving the 

United States, Iran and 
their regional allies.

It's over. I don't want to 
deal with them. They're scum. 

They're sick people. They're led 
by sick people. As far as I'm 

concerned, it's just a waste of 
time dealing with them.

—Donald Trump, US 
President

Election Commission alone oversees SIR exercise; 
government merely provides staff, says Deputy CM

STATE HAS NO ROLE IN SIR 
PROCESS, SAYS PARAMESHWARA

n SIR: Conducted under 
Election Commission 

guidelines
n State’s role: Only pro-

vides staff requested by EC
n BLO duty: Door-to-door 

distribution and collection 
of forms

n Action on lapses: 
Election Commission to 

investigate

Local body polls
Parameshwara said elec-
tions to gram panchayats 
and zilla panchayats would 
be held at an appropriate 
time. He also reiterat-
ed that the Hemavathi 
Link Canal project would 
continue, with I900 crore 
already sanctioned for its 
implementation.

Waive farm loans up to 
H50,000: Ashoka urges govt
BENGALURU

Opposition leader R Ashoka 
has urged the state govern-
ment to immediately an-
nounce a loan waiver of up to 
₹50,000 for farmers affected 
by drought and floods, along 
with emergency relief mea-
sures.

In a letter to Chief Minister 
D K Shivakumar, Ashoka said 
several districts were battling 
severe drought, while North 
Karnataka and Malnad re-
gions faced flood threats due 
to heavy rains. He said lakhs 
of farmers, agricultural work-
ers and rural families were 
struggling and needed urgent 
assistance.

Referring to the Chief Min-

ister’s statement on examin-
ing farm loan waivers, Asho-
ka said farmers could not wait 
for further reviews and de-
manded immediate action.

He criticised the KPCC res-
olution seeking ₹10,000 crore 
drought relief from the Centre, 
calling it politically motivated. 
Ashoka alleged that the state 
government was trying to hide 
administrative failures instead 
of focusing on relief work.

Vijayendra slams Cong over 
demand for PM’s resignation 

in Ram temple case
BENGALURU

Karnataka BJP president B.Y. 
Vijayendra on Wednesday ac-
cused the Congress of practis-
ing "habitual hypocrisy" after 
the party demanded Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's res-
ignation over the alleged em-
bezzlement of donations at 
the Ram temple in Ayodhya.

Reacting to a resolution 
passed by the Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(KPCC), Vijayendra termed 
the demand "political drama" 
and questioned why senior 
Congress leaders Sonia Gand-
hi and Rahul Gandhi contin-
ued to hold key positions de-
spite being named in the Na-
tional Herald case.

He asserted that the Con-
gress was attempting to divert 
attention from corruption al-
legations involving the 
MUDA and Valmiki cases in 
Karnataka. Vijayendra also 
praised Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath for 
ordering an investigation into 
the alleged Ram temple dona-
tion theft, saying it reflected a 
government with "nothing to 
hide."

The Congress, however, has 
sought a CBI probe into the 
alleged embezzlement of tem-

ple donations and demanded 
the resignations of Modi, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
holding them morally ac-
countable.

The controversy follows the 
arrest of eight persons by the 
Uttar Pradesh Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) in connec-
tion with the alleged misap-
propriation of cash offerings 
at the Ayodhya temple.

8 accused: Arrested by 
Uttar Pradesh SIT.

Congress demand: CBI 
probe and resignations of 
Modi, Shah, Adityanath.

BJP response: Terms 
demand "political drama."

Issue: Alleged embez-
zlement of Ram temple 

donations. 16 feared trapped as waste 
mound collapses building in Pune
PUNE

At least 16 people are feared 
trapped after a massive mound 
of legacy waste collapsed onto 
a three-storey building during 
heavy rain in Pune's Pimpri 
Chinchwad on Wednesday. The 
incident occurred at Moshi, 
where the building housed the 
administrative office of a pri-
vate company engaged by the 

civic body to process waste. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  P i m p r i 
Chinchwad Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner Vijay 
Suryawanshi, the waste mound 
apparently became unstable 
due to incessant rainfall before 
crashing onto the structure. All 
16 employees believed to be 
inside the building are feared 
trapped. Authorities are moni-
toring the situation closely.

Key accused killed in Baruipur 
rape-murder case encounter

KOLKATA

A prime accused in the rape 
and murder of a 12-year-old 
girl in West Bengal’s Baruipur 
was killed in a police encoun-
ter early on Wednesday, days 
after the crime triggered pro-
tests and violence in the area.

Prabhas Mondal was taken 
to Suryapur by a Baruipur Po-
lice team around midnight for 
crime scene reconstruction 
when, police said, he alleged-
ly snatched a policeman’s 
weapon, fired at the team and 
tried to escape. In retaliatory 
firing, Mondal sustained inju-
ries and was declared dead at 
Baruipur Hospital.

Baruipur SP Palash Chan-
dra Dhali said Mondal had 

been seen with the victim ear-
lier and his statement helped 
police arrest other accused. 
Investigators alleged that the 
girl was abducted, sexually 
assaulted and later thrown 
into the pond.

Violence erupted after the 
body was recovered, with 
mobs attacking police person-
nel, damaging vehicles and 
blocking roads and railway 
tracks. One person was 
lynched during the unrest.

Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari met the victim’s 
family and assured strict ac-
tion. The accused have been 
booked under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and Protection 
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act.

 The state government has no 
role in the SIR process. We have 

only provided staff as requested 
by the Election Commission. 

G. Parameshwara, 
 Deputy Chief Minister
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“Unchecked capitalism and 
politics are destroying nature”
MYSURU

Retired Bengaluru University 
professor Prof. Basavaraj Kal-
gudi said that capitalists, who 
claim to represent the pinna-
cle of modern development, 
and political forces are sys-
tematically destroying nature 
in the name of progress.

Speaking at the 53rd Kan-
nada Reorientation Camp, 
sponsored by the UGC and 
organised in association with 
the Institute of Kuvempu 
Studies at the Malaviya Mis-
sion Centre in the Manasa-
gangotri campus here on 
Wednesday, he said the histo-
ry of capitalism is long and 
complex. The indigenous 
communities of America were 
displaced and marginalised by 
capitalists who destroyed 
their traditional way of life 
and severed humanity's bond 
with nature. The political 
forces which embraced the 
ideology of modern develop-
ment, along with capitalist 
interests, have continued to 
sacrifice nature in the name of 
progress.In 2023, the con-
struction of a dam led to the 
large-scale displacement of an 
indigenous tribal community.

Prof Kalgudi said the Kan-
nada world encompasses im-
mense diversity, and Kanna-
da literature and intellectual 
traditions have absorbed and 

reflected this richness in 
many ways. However, more 
discussions are needed on 
what Kannada literature has 
adopted over time and the 
impact it has had on society. 
The  historical exchanges be-
tween Kannada and other 
South Indian languages was 
need of the hour. Under-
standing the influence of tra-
ditions ranging from the 
Alwars and Nayanmars to the 
Sharanas could inspire a vi-
sion of harmony and coexis-
tence among people.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Mysore 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. N.K. 
Lokanath said everyone 
should cherish their land, wa-
ter and language. Kannada 
has a glorious history and re-
called that Rashtrakavi Kuve-

mpu, though born into an or-
dinary family, developed a 
profound understanding and 
love for the language. It was 
this deep affection for Kanna-
da, he said, that inspired Ku-
vempu to compose Karnata-
ka's State Anthem. The 
growth of the Kannada lan-
guage has always depended 
on teachers. Eminent literary 
figures such as B.M. Srikan-
taiah (B.M. Sri), Kuvempu 
and D.R. Bendre were all 
teachers who played a pivotal 
role in enriching Kannada. 
Teachers, therefore, have the 
responsibility to preserve and 
promote the language by cre-
ating greater awareness 
among college students about 
its importance.

Prof. Nanjayya Honganur, 
Director of the Institute of 

Kuvempu Studies, said the 
University's Kannada Studies 
Centre has served as the 
mother institution for several 
Kannada study centres across 
the State. However, there has 
been decline in number of 
students opting for Kannada 
as an elective subject due to 
which some colleges are fac-
ing the prospect of closure 
due to low enrolment. Kanna-
da teachers to actively en-
courage more students to 
study the language to ensure 
its continued growth.

Malaviya Mission Teachers' 
Training Centre Director Prof. 
Jyothi H.P., camp coordinator 
Prof. S.D. Shashikala, and 
others were present.

The Kannada M.A. programme 
started at the University of 

Mysore will complete 100 years 
on July 27. Its first student was 
Rashtrakavi Kuvempu. At the 

same time, the Institute of 
Kuvempu Studies is completing 

60 years. The institute is the 
heart of the Manasagangotri 
campus. Following the Vice-

Chancellor’s directions, we are 
preparing to celebrate both the 

centenary of the Kannada 
Department and the diamond 

jubilee of the Institute of 
Kuvempu Studies.

—Prof. Nanjayya Honganur, 
Director, Institute of Kuvempu Studies

MLA GTD launches D5-cr 
road project for industrial 

growth in Mysuru
MYSURU

Chamundeshwari Assembly 
MLA G.T. Devegowda on 
Wednesday launched the con-
struction of a 2.5-km road 
from Automotive Axles, via 
Rane Madras, to the Mysore 
Export Centre on the ring 
road in the Hebbal Industrial 
Area in Mysuru.

The project, being executed 
at a cost of ₹5 crore, is aimed 
at strengthening infrastructure 
in the Belawadi Industrial 
Area.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Devegowda said that the con-
struction of a quality road in the 
industrial area would not only 
improve transportation but also 
accelerate industrial growth, 
attract fresh investments, gen-
erate employment and contrib-
ute to the region's overall eco-
nomic development. 

He said industrial areas 
with robust infrastructure at-
tract new industries and in-
vestors, creating both direct 
and indirect employment op-
portunities. Improved connec-
tivity with ports, airports, rail-
way stations and national 
highways would also facili-
tate exports and provide a ma-
jor boost to industrial activity.

Stating that an efficient 
transport network is vital for 
industrial areas, the MLA said 
the road is being taken up in 
response to a long-pending 
demand of industrialists. 
Once completed, it will en-
able faster movement of raw 
materials and finished prod-
ucts, reduce transportation 
costs, fuel consumption and 
vehicle maintenance expens-
es. It will also eliminate de-
lays in the supply and distri-
bution of goods, making man-

ufacturing operations more 
efficient.

Devegowda further said 
that better roads would help 
workers and employees com-
mute safely and reach their 
workplaces on time. Besides 
this, ancillary commercial ac-
tivities such as small-scale 
industries, hotels, warehouses 
and logistics services are ex-
pected to grow, while the val-
ue of industrial land and com-
mercial properties in the area 
will also appreciate.

Among those present on the 
occasion were Mysuru Indus-
tries Association General Sec-
retary Sureshkumar Jain, 
Hootagalli City Municipal 
Council Commissioner Nara-
simhamurthy, KIADB Devel-
opment Officer Madesh, 
Scheduled Tribe Industries 
Association President Manju-
nath and others.

New power connection 
without OC: Deadline 

extended till Aug 15
MYSURU

The State Government has 
extended the deadline till Au-
gust 15 for obtaining perma-
nent electricity connections 
without submitting an Occu-
pancy Certificate (OC) for 
residential buildings con-
structed on sites measuring up 
to 2,400 sq. ft. with a permis-
sible deviation of 20 per cent.

Earlier, a one-time exemp-
tion from submitting the Oc-
cupancy Certificate had been 
granted only for applications 
for permanent electricity con-
nections that had already been 
filed on or before May 31, 
2026. The deadline was sub-
sequently extended by 15 
days through an order issued 
on June 22, 2026. The Gov-
ernment has now issued a 
fresh order extending the ben-
efit till August 15.

According to a press release 
issued by the Chamundesh-
wari Electricity Supply Cor-
poration Limited (CESC), the 
concession is applicable only 
to residential buildings con-
structed on sites measuring up 
to 2,400 sq. ft., with a maxi-
mum deviation of 20 per cent, 
comprising G+3 floors or stilt 
parking plus four floors. 
CESC has appealed to eligible 
consumers to make use of this 
extended opportunity.

Raise awareness on child labour 
eradication in children's gram sabhas: ADC

MYSURU

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner R. Aishwarya stressed 
that the eradication of child 
labour must begin at the 
grassroots level and called 
for  crea t ing  awareness 
about the issue during Chil-
dren's Gram Sabha meet-
ings.

Chairing the District-Lev-
el Executive and Task Force 
Committee meeting of the 
District Child Labour Proj-
ect Society at the Deputy 
Commissioner's Office on 
Wednesday, she directed of-
ficials to conduct at least 15 

inspections or raids every 
month to identify child la-
bourers and submit regular 
reports. Between April and 
June 2026, Labour Depart-
ment officials conducted 
434 inspections,  during 
which 14 adolescent labour-
ers were identified. Cases 
were registered against 12 
employers, and a total fine 
of ₹20,000 was imposed.

The Additional Deputy 
Commissioner said that chil-
dren rescued during inspec-
tions or raids should be pro-
duced before the Child Wel-
fare Committee. Based on 
their eligibility, they should 

be admitted to hostels run by 
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Backward Classes 
Welfare Department, or oth-
er government institutions. 
Along with providing pro-
tection, ensuring their reha-
bilitation is equally import-
ant, she added.

Assistant Labour Com-
missioner Lalitha Bai, La-
bour Officer Chetan, Child 
Welfare Committee Chair-
man Ravichandra, Assistant 
Director of the Department 
of Information and Public 
Relations Nirmala S.H., and 
other officials were present 
at the meeting.

MLA GTD wants women to become self-
reliant and contribute to economy

MYSURU

Women should aspire to be-
come self-reliant through 
productive work. Instead of 
remaining confined within 
the four walls of their homes, 
they should earn through 
their own efforts and live on 
par with men, thereby con-
tributing to the country's 
economy,  opined  Cha-
mundeshwari  Assembly 
MLA G.T. Devegowda.

Speaking after distributing 
sewing machines to women 
beneficiaries from the Cha-
mundeshwari Assembly con-
stituency under the D. De-
varaj Urs Backward Classes 
Development Corporation 
here on Wednesday, he said 
there was a time when women 
were considered the weaker 
sex, but today they have 
emerged as strong individuals 
who not only manage their 
families but also contribute 
significantly to society. Both 
men and women should en-
gage in productive work to 
support their families. The 
youth must not to resort to 

undesirable paths when there 
are ample opportunities for 
employment and livelihood.

Recalling an inspiring ex-
ample, Devegowda said a 
man who worked in a bank 
abandoned his wife due to his 
bad habits. 

Without losing hope, the 
woman took up tailoring, ed-
ucated her children, ensured 
they completed engineering, 
and single-handedly got them 
married. Today, her children 
are earning salaries of around 
₹3 lakh per month.

Sharing another incident, 
he said that only recently a 
young girl approached him 
with the ambition of becom-
ing an IAS officer. When he 
asked why she wanted to pur-
sue IAS, she replied that it 
was her dream. Since she was 
unable to pay the admission 
fee of ₹1.5 lakh to secure a 
seat at NIE College, he per-
sonally paid the fee and 
helped her gain admission. 
The girls must be educated so 
they can stand on their own 
feet and lead a life of dignity 
and self-respect. Women 

should establish their own 
cottage industries and eventu-
ally create employment op-
portunities for others. They 
should also make proper use 
of the welfare schemes of-
fered by the government, he 
added.

Pointing out the growing 
opportunities in the garment 
sector, the MLA said women 
could stitch garments from 
their homes, with companies 
collecting the finished prod-
ucts directly, enabling them to 
earn an income without leav-
ing their homes.

He also urged people in ru-
ral areas to ensure that they 
do not lose their voting rights 
during the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls. They should 
fill in and submit the forms 
provided by Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs), he said.

On the occasion, sewing 
machines were distributed to 
53 beneficiaries. District 
Manager of the D. Devaraj 
Urs Backward Classes Devel-
opment Corporation Tejas and 
other officials were present.

Krishnaraja Assembly MLA T.S. Srivatsa 
launches H65 Lakh UGD Works 

MYSURU

MLA T.S.  Sr ivatsa  on 
Wednesday inaugurated un-
derground drainage (UGD) 

works worth around ₹65 lakh 
in Devaraj Urs Colony, Hosur 
and Nachanahalli Palya, com-
ing under Ward No. 62 of the 
KR Assembly constituency, 

by performing the traditional 
groundbreaking ceremony.

Former Mysuru City Corpo-
ration member Smt. Shantam-
ma Vadivelu, Ward President 
M. Raghavendra, BJP leaders 
M. Vadivelu, Chandranna, 
Pradeep Kumar, Kishore Ma-
hadev, Nagaraju, Navindra, 
Naveen Kumar, local residents 
Siddaraju, Mahadev, Manju-
nath, Rangaswamy, M. Jaga-
dish and Shankar, Booth Pres-
idents Rudresh, Javeed and 
Nasir Khan, along with sever-
al others, were present on the 
occasion.

MYSURU

Former corporator of Mysuru City Corporation 
Jagadish said that the support and generosity of 
philanthropists would be the first step towards 
transforming the condition of government schools.

Speaking after distributing free tracksuits to stu-
dents of the Hosa Ittigegoodu Government Higher 
Primary School at Vidyaranyapuram in Mysuru on 
Wednesday, under an initiative by Apoorva Sneha 
Balaga and the KMPK Trust, he said that children 
with a thirst for knowledge excel academically and 
emerge as talented individuals even in the absence 
of basic facilities. However, they should be encour-
aged by providing minimum amenities and learn-
ing materials that complement their education.

He said the younger generation, which is active-
ly contributing to society, should come forward to 
generously support the education of underprivi-
leged children studying in government schools and 
develop a culture of donating for educational caus-
es.

Jagadish further said that the government should 
give greater attention to bringing about a compre-
hensive transformation of government schools by 
formulating effective schemes. The cooperation of 
donors is essential to create a better learning envi-
ronment in schools.

Entrepreneur Jairam, social workers Doora Ra-
janna, Sandesh and Jatti Prasad, teacher Sandhya 
Rani, assistant teacher Tasira Beg, and others were 
present on the occasion.

DONORS’ SUPPORT MUST TO 
IMPROVE QUALITY OF GOVT SCHOOLS
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RIVERS ROAR ACROSS CAUVERY BASIN

New MCC Chief faces an uphill task 
as Mysuru awaits visible change

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM 
MYSURU

The appointment of M.K. 
Savitha as the new Commis-
sioner of the Mysuru City 
Corporation (MCC) comes at 
a crucial juncture when the 
city's residents are expecting 
not just routine administration 
but decisive governance.

Having assumed charge on 
Wednesday after serving as 
Registrar of the University of 
Mysore, Savitha steps into 
one of the most demanding 
civic assignments in Karna-
taka.

Mysuru, celebrated for its 
heritage, cleanliness and cul-
tural identity, is also grap-
pling with a growing list of 
urban challenges. The new 
Commissioner will have little 
time for a settling-in period as 
pressing civic issues demand 
immediate attention.

Foremost among the con-
cerns is the city's deteriorat-
ing road infrastructure. Pot-
hole-ridden roads, incomplete 
underground utility works and 
poorly maintained footpaths 
have become a source of frus-
tration for motorists and pe-
destrians alike. Ensuring bet-
ter coordination among vari-
ous government agencies ex-

ecuting infrastructure projects 
will be one of her biggest ad-
ministrative tests.

Solid waste management 
continues to remain a sensi-
tive issue. While Mysuru has 
earned accolades in the past 
for cleanliness, maintaining 
that reputation has become 
increasingly difficult with ex-
panding city limits and rising 
waste generation. Strengthen-
ing door-to-door collection, 
scientific disposal and public 
participation will be essential 
to restore the city's bench-
mark status.

Monsoon preparedness is 

another immediate priority. 
Waterlogging in low-lying ar-
eas, clogged stormwater 
drains and overflowing sew-
age lines have become re-
curring problems. Preven-
tive measures rather than 
reactive firefighting will 
determine the administra-
tion's effectiveness during 
the rainy season.

Traff ic  congest ion is 
steadily eroding Mysuru's 
reputation as a relaxed city. 
Rapid urban expansion, in-
creasing vehicle population 
and encroachments on roads 
demand coordinated planning 
with the traffic police and ur-
ban development agencies. 
Improving parking facilities, 
streamlining junctions and en-
suring pedestrian safety will 
require sustained attention.

Property tax collection, rev-
enue mobilisation and finan-
cial discipline within the Cor-
poration remain equally criti-
cal. A stronger financial base 
is indispensable for delivering 
quality civic services and un-
dertaking long-pending devel-
opment works.

With the world-famous 
Dasara festival only months 
away, preparations for the 
grand event will also occupy 
centre stage. From sanitation 

and road repairs to street 
lighting, beautification and 
public convenience, the Cor-
poration's performance during 
Dasara is closely watched by 
citizens and visitors alike.

Environmental conserva-
tion presents another signifi-
cant challenge. Protecting 
lakes, preserving green spac-
es, preventing illegal dumping 
of construction debris and 
promoting sustainable urban 
practices will be vital for My-
suru's long-term future.

Savitha's experience in aca-
demic administration may 
bring a consultative and sys-
tematic approach to civic gov-
ernance. However, municipal 
administration demands quick 
decisions, field presence and 
effective coordination with 
elected representatives, gov-
ernment departments and cit-
izens.

For the people of Mysuru, 
expectations are clear. They 
seek cleaner neighbourhoods, 
smoother roads, efficient civ-
ic services and a responsive 
administration. The new 
Commissioner inherits both 
formidable challenges and a 
valuable opportunity—to 
translate Mysuru's aspirations 
into visible, measurable 
change.

Minister Yathindra 
inspects Mysuru 

SWM facility

MYSURU

Urban Development Minister 
Dr. Yathindra Siddaramaiah 
visited the Vidyaranyapuram 
Solid Waste Management Fa-
cility under the jurisdiction of 
the Mysuru City Corporation 
and conducted a comprehen-
sive inspection of the systems 
for waste collection, process-
ing, scientific disposal and the 
overall functioning of the plant.

During the inspection on 
Tuesday, the Minister re-
viewed the operational effi-
ciency of the facility and ob-
tained detailed information 
from officials regarding waste 
segregation, scientific dispos-
al mechanisms, environmen-
tal protection measures being 
implemented and the infra-

structure available at the unit.
Stating that scientific man-

agement of solid waste is cru-
cial for maintaining cleanli-
ness in urban areas, Dr Yatin-
dra instructed the concerned 
officials to ensure that there is 
no negligence in waste man-
agement and to further 
strengthen the existing system 
for greater efficiency. The of-
ficials were directed to accord 

priority to all necessary mea-
sures for promoting environ-
mentally friendly and sustain-
able solid waste management 
practices.

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Lakshmikanth Reddy, Mysuru 
City Corporation Commis-
sioner Shaikh Tanveer Asif, 
and senior officials of the My-
suru City Corporation were 
present during the inspection.

KRS RECEIVES OVER 7,500 CUSECS, 
KABINI CLOCKS 13,000 CUSECS

MYSURU

The southwest monsoon has 
begun painting the Cauvery 
basin in shades of optimism, 
with major reservoirs across 
southern Karnataka witness-
ing encouraging inflows.

Fresh spells of rain in the 
catchment areas have rejuve-
nated rivers and reservoirs, 
raising hopes among farmers, 
drinking water managers and 
irrigation authorities.

The Krishna Raja Sagar 
(KRS) reservoir, the lifeline 
of the Old Mysuru region, is 
steadily inching towards 
healthier storage levels. 
Against its full reservoir level 
of 124.80 feet, the dam re-
corded a water level of 83.64 
feet on Wednesday. The reser-
voir received an inflow of 
7,531 cusecs, while 790 cu-
secs of water was released 
downstream to meet drinking 
water and other essential re-
quirements.

The Kabini Reservoir 

emerged as the biggest con-
tributor to the Cauvery sys-
tem. With a current water lev-
el of 2,261.64 MSL against its 
full reservoir level of 2,284 
MSL, Kabini received a ro-
bust 13,000 cusecs of inflow. 
Authorities released 500 cu-
secs, indicating a comfortable 
flow while continuing to con-
serve water for the months 
ahead.

The Harangi Reservoir, an-
other key source supporting 
irrigation in Kodagu and My-
suru regions, also reflected 

the positive impact of the 
monsoon. The reservoir stood 
at 2,838.68 MSL against its 
full level of 2,859 MSL, re-
ceiving 2,090 cusecs of in-
flow. A controlled discharge 
of 180 cusecs was main-
tained.

Meanwhile, the Hemavathi 
(Gorur) reservoir recorded a 
water level of 2,361.70 MSL 
against the full level of 2,380 
MSL. It received 246 cusecs 
of inflow, with no water being 
released. Similarly, the Taraka 
Reservoir stood at 2,408.31 

MSL against its full level of 
2,425 MSL, receiving 192 cu-
secs without any discharge.

Water Resources Depart-
ment officials say the consis-
tent rainfall in the Western 
Ghats and upper catchment 
areas is expected to improve 
storage further in the coming 
days if the monsoon main-
tains its current intensity.

For thousands of farmers 
across the Cauvery command 
area, these rising reservoir 
levels bring renewed confi-
dence ahead of the crucial 
agricultural season. Improved 
storage also augurs well for 
drinking water supply to My-
suru, Bengaluru and several 
towns dependent on the Cau-
very river system.

With the monsoon gradual-
ly strengthening its grip, Kar-
nataka's reservoirs are begin-
ning to echo a familiar mes-
sage of hope—promising re-
lief to agriculture, ensuring 
water security and signalling 
a brighter season ahead.

Peace walk in Mysuru on August 20 to 
highlight tibet's human rights cause

MYSURU

A peace walk will be organised in Mysuru on 
August 20 to commemorate the 49th day after 
the passing of Tibetan martyr Pawo Lobsang 
Rangtsen and to draw attention to issues con-
cerning human rights, religious freedom and 
environmental protection in Tibet.

Addressing a news conference here on 
Wednesday, the organisers said more than 250 
participants are expected to take part in the 
march, which will begin from the North Gate 
of the Mysore Palace, near the Kote An-
janeyaswamy Temple. The event will honour 
Pawo Lobsang Rangtsen and over 170 Tibet-
ans who have self-immolated over the years, 
describing their actions as appeals for freedom, 
dignity and the preservation of Tibetan identi-
ty.

Ahead of the programme, organisers issued 
an appeal to the United Nations, democratic 
governments, human rights organisations and 
civil society, urging greater international atten-
tion to the situation in Tibet. They expressed 
concern over policies they say threaten Tibetan 
language, culture, religion and identity, includ-
ing China's Ethnic Unity Law and the expan-
sion of boarding schools for Tibetan children.

The organisers also called for information on 
the whereabouts of the 11th Panchen Lama, 
who has not been seen in public since 1995, 
and sought the release of Tibetan political pris-
oners detained for peacefully expressing their 
beliefs.

Environmental protection also featured 
prominently in the appeal. The organisers 
stressed the ecological importance of the Ti-

betan Plateau, often referred to as Asia's "Wa-
ter Tower", and urged an end to projects they 
believe could damage its fragile ecosystem and 
affect the billions of people who depend on 
rivers originating in Tibet.

Describing the march as a peaceful demon-
stration, the organisers said it is intended to pro-
mote compassion, justice and non-violence 
rather than hostility. They appealed to the inter-
national community to support the protection of 
human rights, religious freedom and cultural 
identity in Tibet.

The organisers also urged the Government 
of India to adopt a more proactive approach 
towards the Tibetan cause, stating that the is-
sue has implications not only for humanitarian 
concerns but also for regional peace, environ-
mental sustainability, India's long-term securi-
ty interests and the centuries-old cultural rela-
tionship between India and Tibet.

The peace walk will conclude with a public 
appeal for global solidarity with the Tibetan 
people and a renewed call for dialogue, justice 
and environmental conservation.

Mysuru cops Crack 30 cases in a week

MYSURU

Demonstrating swift action in crime detection, the My-
suru District Police have cracked 30 criminal cases and 
arrested 35 accused within just one week.

Taking a serious view of the increasing incidents of 
chain-snatching, theft and robbery across the district, Su-
perintendent of Police Mallikarjun Baladandi had consti-
tuted special teams under the leadership of Inspectors in 
every taluk to detect pending cases. The dedicated teams 
tracked down the accused involved in various crimes reg-
istered across the district and arrested 35 persons within 
a week.

Addressing a press conference on Wednesday, SP Mal-
likarjun Baladandi said that cash, gold ornaments and 
vehicles worth ₹1.55 crore have been recovered from the 
arrested accused.

He said that in view of the rise in crime cases in My-
suru district, special teams were formed to expedite in-
vestigations. As a result, police officers and personnel 
worked tirelessly and succeeded in detecting 30 cases 
within a week.

Appreciating the efforts of the officers and staff who 
played a key role in solving the cases, the SP announced 
that they would be honoured with commendation certif-
icates and cash rewards. He also distributed appreciation 
certificates to the officers on the spot.

Additional Superintendents of Police C. Mallik and L. 
Nagesh were present.

Arrested 35 accused; recovered property worth ₹1.55 Cr
CASES DETECTED

In a robbery case under Nanjangud Rural Police Station, seven 
accused were arrested and cash and vehicles worth ₹49.50 lakh were 
recovered.
In eight house burglary cases under Jayapura Police Station, one ac-
cused was arrested and 498 grams of gold ornaments worth ₹65.20 
lakh were recovered.
In three house burglary cases under Bylakuppe Police Station, three 
accused were arrested and cash and gold ornaments worth ₹15.56 
lakh were seized.
In three house burglary cases under Hunsur Rural Police Station, 
seven accused were arrested and gold ornaments worth ₹1.55 lakh 
were recovered.
In one house burglary case under Hunsur Town Police Station, two 
accused were arrested and ₹5,000 in cash was recovered.
Under K.R. Nagar Police Station, three accused were arrested in six 
motorcycle theft cases, and six stolen motorcycles worth ₹3.30 lakh 
were recovered.
At Mysuru South Police Station, two accused were arrested in nine 
motorcycle theft cases, leading to the recovery of nine motorcycles 
worth ₹3.90 lakh. In another theft case, four accused were arrested 
and ₹40,000 in cash was recovered.
At Saligrama Police Station, one accused was arrested in a theft case 
and 6.95 grams of gold ornaments were recovered.
At Varuna Police Station, one accused was arrested in a theft case 
and gold ornaments worth ₹2.70 lakh were seized.
At Hunsur Town Police Station, one accused was arrested in a 
motorcycle theft case and a stolen motorcycle worth ₹30,000 was 
recovered.
At Bettadapura Police Station, two accused were arrested in a theft 
case and a vehicle along with cash worth ₹3.45 lakh was recovered.
In an animal theft case registered at Hunsur Town Police Station, one 
accused was arrested and a stolen goat worth ₹25,000 was recov-
ered.
In a house theft committed by a domestic worker under Nanjangud 
Town Police Station, one accused was arrested and household arti-
cles along with cash worth ₹2 lakh were recovered.

SATYA TAKES OVER THE REINS OF ROTARY MYSORE METRO
MYSURU

Satyaendra Kashyap, Manag-
ing Partner of Mavana Agar-
bathies, Mysore, was installed 
as the President of Rotary 
Mysore Metro by Ramakrish-
na PK, the Immediate Past 
District Governor of R.I. Dist 
3181.

At a function held here, 
Ravindra Babu, a pharmacist 
and partner of Ravi Medicals, 
took charge as the honorary 
secretary of the club.

Office Bearers are: Gan-
gesh President Elect, Mohan 
Gurumurthy Vice President, 
Ravindra Babu R, Honorary 
Secretary, Badrinarayan, Joint 
Secretary, D Srinivasan Trea-
surer, Srinivas MN, Sgt At 

Arms. Ganesh V Club Editor, 
Board of Directors are : 

Umesh K, Club Service, 
Channa Keshava, Vocational 
service, Jeevaraj, Internation-
al service, Sanjay Kumar, 
Youth service, Sujith Kumar 
Director Community service.

Sitting Left to Right : Mo-
han G, Ravindra Babu, Rajen-
dra Hubli, Ramaki, Satya and 
Gopal

 Stand L-R : Umesh, Badri, 
Gangesh, Ganesh, Channa, 
Srinivasan, Jeevaraj, MN 
Sreenivas, Sanjay & Sujith.

New chief for MCC appointed…
M.K.Savitha took charge as the 

new commissioner of Mysuru 
City Corporation in Mysuru on 

Wednesday. The charge was handed 
over by the outgoing commissioner 

Shaikh Tanveer Asif. Before the 
new posting, Savitha was working 
as the registrar (administration), 

University of Mysuru, Mysuru.
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HC refuses to quash land-grab probe against former MLA, ex-official
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has 
refused to quash criminal pro-
ceedings against former Chinta-
mani MLA Chowda Reddy and 
former Chintamani Town Muni 
cipal Council Commissioner 
B.H. Narayanappa in an alleged 
govt land-grabbing case, holding 
that a thorough investigation is e 
ssential in the interest of justice.

Dismissing separate petitions 
filed by the accused, Justice M. 
Nagaprasanna observed that al-
legations involving public rep-
resentatives and government 

officials warranted a full-fled 
ged probe, particularly when 
they relate to the alleged misuse 
of public property.

“Land grabbing by ordinary 
citizens is a serious illegality. 
Land grabbing by those clothed 
with political power strikes at 
something far deeper—it erodes 
public faith in governance itself. 
When custodians of public trust 
become beneficiaries of alleged 
public wrongs, this court cannot 
permit investigation to be throt-
tled at its inception,” the judge 
observed. The court further not-
ed that halting the investigation 

at this stage would amount to 
preventing the truth from emerg-
ing. The case originates from a 
com plaint lodged with the Lo-
kayukta police on April 24, 
2016, by R. Venkataramana. The 
complainant alleged that 1 acre 
and 19 guntas of government 
kharab land in Kannampalli vil-
lage of Chintamani taluk had 
been illegally encroached upon 
by M.C. Balaji and M.C. Sudha-
kar, sons of Chowda Reddy.

According to the complaint, 
the land was converted into res-
idential sites and sold with the 
assistance of their father, while 

Narayanappa allegedly facilitat-
ed the mutation of government 
land records in their favour duri 
ng his tenure as municipal com-
missioner. Reddy argued before 
the court that neither he nor his 
sons were MLAs when the com 
plaint was filed and claimed the 
proceedings were politically 
motivated. Narayanappa, mean-
while, contended that he had no 
role in the alleged transactions, 
stating he had served in the mu-
nicipality much earlier and re-
tired in 2020. After examining 
the records, Justice Nagaprasan 
na noted that a survey sketch in 

dicated that 37 residential sites 
had allegedly been carved out 
on government land that was 
shown in the names of Reddy 
and his sons.The court also ex-
pressed concern that although 
the available material prima fa-
cie suggested Balaji and Sudha-
kar were direct beneficiaries, 
they had not been named as ac-
cused in the case.

Observing that this aspect 
could be examined during the 
investigation, the court held that 
the allegations disclosed cognis-
able offences and that the probe 
must continue unhindered.

SETBACK FOR FORMER MLA 

QUICK READ Power outage  
in Hennur Road  
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online from July 1

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Electricity Sup-
ply Company (BESCOM) has 
announced a scheduled power 
outage in several localities con-
nected to the Hennur Road 
Electrical Substation today due 
to emergency maintenance 
work. Power supply will re-
main disrupted from 11 am to 4 
pm in affected areas.

Localities likely to experi-
ence outages include Hennur 
Bande, Samudrika Enclave, 
Grace Garden, Christ Jayanti 
College, K. Narayanpur, Bil-
ishivale, Kothanur, Byrathi 
Cross, Byrathi Village, Horam-
avu, Geddalahalli, Doddagubbi 
Cross, Kuvempu Layout, Cau-
very Layout, Manjunath Nagar, 
Agar Village and surroun ding 
layouts. 

BESCOM has advised resi-
dents and commercial estab-
lishments to plan their activi-
ties accordingly and expressed 
regret for the inconvenience 
caused.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A city court has sentenced 
a woman and her lover to 
life imprisonment for mur-
dering her husband after 
drugging and suffocating 

him in a premeditated 
crime committed in 2017. 
The 67th CCH Court con-

victed Kalpana and her 
boyfriend Javed Pasha for 
the murder of Satish. The 
court also imposed a fine 

of Rs 25,000 on each con-
vict, with a one-year sim-
ple imprisonment in de-

fault of payment. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, the 

duo mixed sleeping pills 
into Satish’s food before 

suffocating and assaulting 
him to death. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Commercial Taxes 

Department has 
launched an upgraded 

online system for profes-
sional tax services, effec-
tive July 1, to provide fast-
er and more efficient ser-
vices to taxpayers across 
Karnataka. Commission-
er of Commercial Taxes 

Vipul Ban sal said all no-
tices, summons, orders 
and other official com-

munications will now be 
issued through the de-

partment’s Professional 
Tax portal. Register ed 
professional tax payers 
can also submit replies, 
clarifications, objections 
and other responses on-
line through the portal, 

eliminating the need for 
physical visits in many 

cases. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Barely two weeks after the 
Bangalore Development Au-
thority’s (BDA) mega planta-
tion drive on June 27, concerns 
have emerged over the survival 
of thousands of saplings, with 
many already showing signs of 
withering at several plantation 
sites across the city.

A visit to plantation sites at 
Byalakere, Medi Agrahara and 
Guni Agrahara in Dr Shivaram 
Karanth Layout revealed nu-
merous saplings either dried up 
or in poor condition. At Medi 
Agrahara, workers were seen 
watering plants using tankers, 
while hundreds of saplings re-
mained unplanted along a 
stormwater drain near one of 
the plantation sites, raising 
questions over planning and 

post-plantation management.
Workers at the Byalakere site 

said NGOs associated with the 
drive were facing difficulties in 
arranging water tankers to keep 
the newly planted saplings 
alive amid inadequate rainfall.

Sanjay Belawal of Belawal 
Foundation, one of the NGO 
partners involved in the drive 
at Dr Shivaram Karanth Lay-
out, attributed the problem lar 
gely to the delayed monsoon.

“The plantation was planned 
with the expectation of timely 
rains. No matter how much we 
water the plants, we cannot 
compete with nature. Had the 
monsoon arrived on schedule, 
the situation would have been 
very different,” he said.

The foundation supervised 
the planting of nearly 18,000 
saplings over three acres and 
has been entrusted with main-
taining them for the next three 

years. Belawal said the expect-
ed survival rate for such plan-
tations is between 70 and 80 
per cent. Besides providing 
land and saplings, the BDA has 
also arranged a borewell to 
support irrigation.

Another NGO partner, Say-
Trees, said it had planted more 
than 3.3 lakh native saplings 
across Dr Shivaram Karanth 
Layout and Banashankari 6th 
Stage. According to the organ-
isation, all major plantation 
sites have fixed irrigation 
pipelines supported by dedi-
cated borewells, while smaller 
locations are being watered 
through tankers. More than 10 
gardeners have been deployed 
for maintenance over the next 
three years.

BDA Deputy Conservator of 
Forests G.S. Charan acknowl-

edged that insufficient rainfall 
had affected the plantations 
and admitted there had been 
some lapses in maintenance.

“We are launching a dedi-
cated monitoring portal that 
will be integrated with the 
plantation registration system 
to track maintenance activi-
ties. Around 60 to 80 per cent 
of the saplings with withered 
leaves can still recover with 
proper care. We will review 
their condition after a month, 
and those that cannot be re-
vived will be replaced,” he 
said.

The condition of the planta-
tions has highlighted the im-
portance of sustained mainte-
nance, timely irrigation and 
close monitoring to ensure the 
success of Bengaluru’s ambi-
tious greening initiative.

Massive plantation drive hits hurdle 
as saplings wither across BDA sites
Delayed monsoon and maintenance gaps threaten survival of thousands of newly planted saplings statewide.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Indian Institute of Man-
agement Bangalore (IIM-B) 
will establish its first overseas 
campus in Indonesia, marking 
a significant milestone in the 
institute’s global expansion 
and India’s growing educa-
tional engagement with 
Southeast Asia.

Following Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s announce-
ment during his visit to Jakar-
ta, IIM-B said the proposed 
IIMB (Singhasari) campus 
would be launched in two 
phases. The first phase will 
focus on short-duration exec-
utive education programmes 
for senior executives and pro-
fessionals, while the second 
phase will introduce full-
fledged degree programmes.

According to the institute, 
the executive courses will 
cover core management disci-
plines alongside emerging 
areas such as artificial intelli-
gence, digital transformation, 
global supply chains, climate 
and sustainability, and health-
care management.

The Indonesia campus will 

also provide learners access to 
IIM-B’s extensive repository 
of Massive Open Online 
Courses (MOOCs), comple-
menting classroom instruc-
tion. IIM-B serves as the nod-
al agency for management  
education under the Govern-
ment of India’s SWAYAM 
online learning platform.

Beyond academics, the 
campus aims to strengthen re-
search collaborations, faculty 
development, consulting proj-
ects, student exchanges, poli-
cy partnerships and industry 

linkages across Indonesia and 
the wider ASEAN region.

“IIMB acknowledges the 
support extended by the Gov-
ernments of India and Indone-
sia in facilitating the estab-
lishment of the campus,” the 
institute said in a statement.

The announcement follows 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s joint media interaction 
with Indonesian President 
Prabowo Subianto in Jakarta, 
where he said the new cam-
pus would benefit students 
and professionals across the 
ASEAN region by expanding 
access to quality management 
education.

The campus will be estab-
lished at the Singhasari Spe-
cial Economic Zone (SEZ) 
under a memorandum of un-
derstanding signed on July 6 

between IIM-B and the Sing-
hasari SEZ at Indonesia’s Co-
ordinating Ministry for Eco-
nomic Affairs.

The agreement was signed 
by Director-in-Charge Prof U. 
Dinesh Kumar and Prof Jita-
mitra Desai on behalf of 
IIM-B. Prof Dinesh Kumar 
said the partnership would 
nurture a new generation of 
business leaders capable of 
leading organisations in Indo-
nesia as well as multinational 
corporations across the world.

He noted that the initiative 
aligns with IIM-B’s vision of 
expanding its global footprint 
while contributing to leader-
ship development in emerging 
economies and strengthening 
educational cooperation be-
tween India and ASEAN na-
tions.

IIM Bangalore to launch first overseas campus in Indonesia

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has 
rejected the bail petition of gas-
tro-surgeon Dr Mahendra Red-
dy, who is accused of murder-
ing his wife, Dr Kruthika Red-
dy, by administering a fatal 
overdose of the anaesthetic 
drug Propofol.

The case surfaced in October 
last year, nearly six months af-
ter Dr Kruthika’s death in April 
2025, following a forensic ex-

amination that detected traces 
of an overdose of anaesthesia in 
her organs. Based on the find-
ings, police arrested Dr Reddy, 
who has remained in judicial 
custody at the Bengaluru Cen-
tral Prison since then.

His earlier bail applications 
before lower courts had also 
been rejected. On July 3, the 
investigating team filed an ad-
ditional chargesheet before the 
trial court, placing fresh evi-
dence gathered during the in-

vestigation. Special Public Pros-
ecutor P. Prasanna Kumar sub-
mitted that investigators had 
collected substantial material 
indicating that the victim was 
allegedly administered 20 ml of 
Propofol through an intravenous 
(IV) line, leading to her death.

A crucial piece of evidence 
cited by the prosecution was the 
accused’s internet activity 
shortly before his arrest. 

According to the prosecution, 
eight days before he was taken 

into custody, Dr Reddy 
searched for and saved an  
article titled “Postmortem 
Propofol Levels: A Case of Re-
sidual Detection Long After 
Administration” on his mobile 
phone. The search history was 
recovered by the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) during 
examination of the device.

The prosecution argued that, 
being an experienced surgeon, 
Dr Reddy was aware that 
Propofol has a short half-life of 

two to four minutes and a ter-
minal phase of three to 12 
hours. His search for informa-
tion on whether the drug could 
still be detected long after ad-
ministration suggested an at-
tempt to understand the forensic 
implications of its use.

Considering the material 
placed before it, the High Court 
found no grounds to grant bail 
and allowed the criminal pro-
ceedings against the accused to 
continue. 

HC denies bail to doctor accused of murdering wife with overdose

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

More than a week after allega-
tions of abuse at a daycare 
centre operating on its Benga-
luru campus surfaced, IT ma-
jor Capgemini has lodged a 
formal complaint with the 
HAL police, accusing the 
third-party service provider 
and its employees of serious 
offences involving the physi-
cal and mental abuse of chil-
dren.

In its complaint, the compa-
ny has named Little Scholars, 
which managed the daycare 
facility, alleging that its part-
ners, directors, promoters and 
staff subjected toddlers to ha-
rassment, torture, physical as-
sault and emotional abuse 
while entrusted with their care.

Capgemini has sought crim-
inal action against those re-
sponsible under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act, 2015.

Police said the company’s 
complaint would be incorpo-
rated into the FIR already reg-
istered in the case and form 
part of the ongoing investiga-
tion.

According to the complaint, 
the children were allegedly 
subjected to physical assault, 
mental harassment, forcible 
disciplining, rough handling 
and emotional distress. The 
company also alleged that tod-
dlers were locked inside rooms 
or toilets, had water poured on 
them, and were subjected to 
unauthorised videography in-
side washrooms.

“The alleged acts disclose 

coordinated misconduct on the 
part of the nannies and other 
employees of Little Scholars. 
The children suffered physical 
pain and emotional trauma 
while under their care,” the 
complaint stated.

Capgemini further alleged 
that the employees acted delib-
erately, causing harm to tod-
dlers in an attempt to enforce 
discipline and restricting their 
movement by confining them 
in enclosed spaces.

Bengaluru Police Commis-
sioner Seemanth Kumar Singh 
said investigators would exam-
ine every aspect of the case and 
assured that no one found re-
sponsible would be spared.

Commenting on the investi-
gation, Singh said the police 
were also probing the role of 
Sujatha, the woman who re-
corded videos exposing the al-
leged abuse. He alleged that 
she was not merely a whis-
tleblower but had been part of 
the events at the daycare and 
had “stage-managed” the re-
cordings, leading to her arrest.

“There was certainly some-
thing wrong in the functioning 
of the daycare centre. As the 
investigation progresses, we 
will determine what exactly 
happened and why,” he said.

Police have so far questioned 
a nanny and one of Sujatha’s 
associates. Investigators said 
the nanny had assisted Sujatha 
in recording videos and her 
statement would be crucial in 
establishing the sequence of 
events. The associate, who re-
portedly shared the videos 
with child helpline authorities, 
has also been questioned. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka has recorded a sig-
nificant decline in the number 
of zero-enrolment schools, 
with institutions reporting no 
students dropping from 270 
last year to 104 in 2025-26, 
marking a 61 per cent reduc-
tion. The latest figures, re-
leased under the Unified Dis-
trict Information System for 
Education (UDISE) 2025-26, 
mirror a similar national trend 
of improving enrolment pat-
terns.

The number of teachers 
posted in these zero-enrol-
ment schools has also reduced 
sharply, from 308 to just 66. 
Across the country, the num-
ber of such schools has fallen 
by around 29 per cent, while 

single-teacher schools have 
declined by nearly 3 per cent 
during the same period.

Education department offi-
cials, however, cautioned that 
the figures include both gov-
ernment and private institu-
tions and should be interpret-
ed accordingly. Karnataka’s 
government schools reduced 
from 48,844 to 48,527 during 
the year, while the number of 
unaided private schools in-
creased by 246 to 19,351. 
Aided schools declined by 

207, taking the total number 
of schools in the state down 
by 281 to 74,578.

Overall student enrolment 
also fell by more than 66,000, 
a trend experts attribute large-
ly to declining birth rates. De-
spite this, the Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio (GER) at the high-
er secondary level improved 
from 61 to 64, indicating bet-
ter retention of students be-
yond secondary education. At 
the primary level, the GER 
dipped marginally from 105 
to 103, while enrolment indi-
cators for Classes VI to X re-
mained stable.

The report also highlights 
steady improvements in digi-
tal infrastructure across 
schools. The number of 
schools equipped with com-

puters increased from 41,662 
to 43,281, while institutions 
with internet connectivity 
rose by 645 to reach 38,584. 
Officials said the expansion 
reflects continued efforts to 
strengthen technology-en-
abled learning and improve 
access to digital educational 
resources.

Teacher strength in the state 
increased from 4,52,602 to 
4,64,814 during the year. 
However, the growth came 
primarily in the private sector, 
while government and aided 
schools witnessed a decline in 
staffing. The state’s pu-
pil-teacher ratio improved 
from 26 to 25, indicating a 
marginal improvement in 
classroom availability despite 
falling enrolment.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Three Bengaluru-based cab 
drivers have been arrested for 
allegedly assaulting a 37-year-
old motorist with a metal rod 
following a road-rage incident 
on the Bengaluru-Mysuru 
Highway near Maddur in Man-
dya district.

Police identified the arrested 
men as Santosh Kumar (36), 
Arun Kumar (28) and D. 
Abhishek (27), all residents of 
AGS Layout in Bengaluru. Ef-
forts are on to trace two other 
suspects believed to have par-
ticipated in the attack.

According to police, the vic-
tim, M. Sagar Kumar of At-
tiguppe near Vijayanagar, was 
returning to Bengaluru with his 
wife, mother-in-law and grand-
mother after attending his 
nephew’s naming ceremony in 
Mysuru on the night of July 5.

The incident reportedly be-
gan near the Gananguru toll 
plaza close to the Pandavapura 
junction, where the accused’s 
vehicle allegedly grazed 
Sagar’s car. A heated argument 

followed but was later settled, 
and both parties resumed their 
journey towards Bengaluru.

However, Sagar alleged that 
the accused continued follow-
ing his vehicle. Around 10 pm, 
on the Maddur flyover, two 
cars intercepted his vehicle and 
blocked its path.

“They damaged my vehicle 
and abused me. When I tried to 
resist, one of them hit me on 
the head with a jack rod,” 
Sagar said in his complaint. 
The women travelling with him 
pleaded with the attackers to 
stop the assault before the 
group allegedly threatened the 
family and fled the scene.

Sagar was admitted to the 
Maddur Government Hospital 
for treatment before lodging a 
police complaint the same 
night. Investigators examined 
footage from the victim’s dash-
board camera, which helped 
reconstruct the sequence of 
events. Police also relied on the 
registration numbers of the ac-
cused’s vehicles mentioned in 
the complaint to trace the sus-
pects.

Karnataka sees sharp fall in zero-enrolment schools

Global education hub
Prof Jitamitra Desai said IIM-B’s ex-
perience in management education 
and research would help position In-
donesia as a leading destination for 

business education.

Two-phase expansion will 
begin with executive 

education, strengthening 
India-ASEAN academic 

and leadership ties.

Capgemini blames daycare 
operator, files complaint over 

alleged abuse of toddlers

Three cab drivers arrested 
after violent road-rage 

attack on Mysuru highway
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Mandya land investigation receives strong public backing
MANDYA

 
The Lokayukta investigation 
into alleged illegal occupa-
tion and sale of government 
land in Srirangapatna and 
Nagamangala taluks has re-
ceived support from farmers 
and local residents. Karnata-
ka State Farmers Associa-
tion leader Mohankumar, 
also known as Kirangooru 
Papu, welcomed the action 
and said a detailed inquiry 
would help expose those in-
volved in the alleged land 
scam.

According to him, the in-

vestigation was launched 
under the directions of Upa-
lokayukta Justice Veerappa, 
with supervision from the 
trial authority and Mandya 
District Lokayukta Superin-
tendent of Police Suresh 
Babu. He claimed that hun-
dreds of acres of govern-
ment land had been illegally 
transferred and sold over the 
years. He alleged that land 
meant for poor families had 
instead reached wealthy in-
dividuals, real estate devel-
opers and people with polit-
ical influence.

Mohankumar also called 

for stronger action against 
corruption in government 
offices. He said farmers and 
ordinary citizens often face 
delays in getting official 
work completed and alleged 
that irregularities had oc-
curred in matters related to 
government land and prop-
erty records. He urged the 
government to provide more 
powers to the Lokayukta so 
that corruption can be inves-
tigated effectively and pub-
lic confidence in govern-
ment institutions can be 
strengthened.

He further demanded an 

inquiry into the officials 
who handled earlier land-re-
lated cases, including former 
Tahsildars, surveyors, reve-
nue inspectors, Shirastedars 
and sub-divisional officers. 
He also alleged that govern-
ment properties, municipal 
sites and land along the 
banks of the River Kaveri in 
Srirangapatna had been ille-
gally occupied. He appealed 
for a comprehensive investi-
gation to identify those re-
sponsible and ensure that 
government land is protect-
ed for public welfare and 
lawful use in the future.

LAND SCAM EXPOSURE

QUICK READ
Fly Bus crew 

 attacked on Mysuru 
expressway 

Mandya
KSRTC Fly Bus driver 
and conductor were 

allegedly attacked by a 
group of men on the 

Bengaluru Mysuru Ex-
pressway service road 
near Mandya. Police 

said the incident hap-
pened around 2.30 am 
after the bus dropped 
passengers and was 

returning. The accused 
reportedly blocked the 
bus, abused the staff 
and assaulted them 

following an argument. 
A video of the incident 
has circulated on so-
cial media. Mandya 

Rural Police registered 
a case and started an 

investigation. 

Madhu Bangarappa opposes 
teachers’ deployment for SIR work
Bangarappa recalled opposing the use of teachers for surveys, stating they should focus on teaching responsibilities

CH NEWS,SHIVAMOGGA
 

Congress MLA Madhu Bang-
arappa has strongly opposed 
the deployment of govern-
ment and aided school teach-
ers for the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, stating that teachers 
should focus on teaching du-
ties rather than non-academic 
assignments.

Bangarappa said assigning 
teachers to SIR-related work 
would negatively impact 
lakhs of students and may 
lead to a decline in the quality 
of education in government 
schools. He stressed that 
classrooms should remain the 

primary workplace for teach-
ers.

Recalling his tenure as Ed-
ucation Minister, Bangarappa 
said he had earlier opposed 
using teachers for social, edu-

cational, and economic sur-
veys conducted by the State 
Backward Classes Commis-
sion. He had maintained that 
teachers should not be bur-
dened with additional respon-
sibilities unrelated to teach-
ing.

He pointed out that Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) in-
volved in the SIR process are 
already facing significant 
pressure and difficulties. Ac-
cording to him, assigning 
similar responsibilities to 
teachers would make it im-
possible for them to conduct 
regular classes effectively.

“If teachers are engaged in 
SIR activities for one or one-

and-a-half months, students 
will suffer due to loss of 
classroom instruction. The 
responsibility for this loss 
must be addressed,” he said, 
urging the Election Commis-
sion to immediately stop in-
volving teachers in the SIR 
exercise.Bangarappa also 
stated that the Education De-
partment’s directive asking 
teachers involved in SIR 
work to continue regular 
teaching duties was a neces-
sary step to protect students’ 
academic interests.

He highlighted that ensur-
ing quality education for 
children should remain the 
top priority of the Education 

Department. He said teachers 
must be allowed to dedicate 
their time and energy to aca-
demic activities.

The former minister re-
called that during his term, 
he introduced the Karnataka 
State Civil Services (Regula-
tion of Transfer of Teachers) 
(Amendment) Bill with the 
objective of preventing 
teachers from being assigned 
non-teaching duties.

Bangarappa concluded that 
strict measures should be 
taken to ensure that teachers 
are not turned into survey 
personnel and that their pri-
mary responsibility of edu-
cating students is protected.

SIR drive gains momentum with 
voter participation: Anuradha

DEVANAHALLI
 

The Special Voters List Revi-
sion SIR process is progress-
ing in Bengaluru Rural dis-
trict with 87.44% enumera-
tion forms distributed so far. 
District Collector Dr K.N. 
Anuradha said the exercise 
requires cooperation from ev-
ery voter and officials are 
working to complete the pro-
cess quickly.Officials said the 
district has 9,12,913 voters 
and 91.33% mapping has 
been completed with the 2002 
electoral roll. Enumeration 
forms have been given to vot-
ers through booth level offi-
cers during house visits and 
100% distribution is expected 
soon. Authorities said BLOs 
will continue visiting homes 
until the deadline and voters 
should provide accurate de-
tails for verification. The 
mapping progress in Dodda-
ballapur Devanahalli Hoskote 
and Nelamangala constituen-
cies is being monitored regu-

larly to ensure correct records 
and transparent revision of the 
electoral list across the district 
with public support and active 
participation.Officials ex-
plained that information of 
migrant workers and other 
voters is also being collected 
through mapping efforts. 
Nodal officers have been ap-
pointed to monitor the SIR 
work and ensure BLOs com-
plete door to door visits prop-
erly. The administration 
warned that action would be 
taken against officials who 
fail to conduct field visits as 

required. CEO Dr Vasanthi 
Amar said awareness pro-
grammes including sweep 
activities have been organised 
across the district. Help cen-
tres have been established and 
students and citizens are be-
ing informed about the impor-
tance of the revision process 
and voter  part icipation 
through various campaigns 
and public outreach activities 
regularly.She said banners 
posters and leaflets are being 
used to spread awareness 
while special support is pro-
vided to senior citizens dis-

abled persons and weaker 
sections to complete forms 
without difficulty. Officials 
have trained staff to upload 
forms and verify details prop-
erly. District authorities said 
the SIR process is designed to 
be transparent and inclusive 
with participation from voters 
political groups and election 
teams. They appealed to citi-
zens to cooperate with booth 
level officers and complete 
required procedures on time. 
The administration expressed 
confidence that the ongoing 
efforts will create an accurate 
voter list and protect demo-
cratic rights of all eligible cit-
izens in Bengaluru Rural dis-
trict through successful im-
plementation.

District officials said 
91.33% voter mapping is 

complete, with BLOs 
distributing forms, 

verifying details, and 
ensuring transparent 
electoral roll revision

National Lok Adalat 
promotes faster justice 

through settlement
SHIDLAGHATTA

 
Senior Civil Judge of the 
JMFC Court Mohammad 
Roshan Shah said the Na-
tional Lok Adalat aims to 
ensure speedy disposal of 
court cases and provide time-
ly justice to people. He was 
speaking at a preliminary 
meeting held at the Bar As-
sociation auditorium to dis-
cuss preparations for the Lok 
Adalat scheduled to be con-
ducted on July 11.

Addressing advocates and 
officials, the judge said set-
tling minor disputes through 
mutual agreement would re-
duce the burden on courts 
and allow judges to focus on 
other important cases. He ex-
plained that fewer pending 
cases would help deliver jus-
tice more quickly. He also 
s a id  t ha t  compromise 
reached through Lok Adalats 
benefits both individuals and 
society by encouraging 
peaceful settlements instead 

of lengthy legal battles.
Mohammad Roshan Shah 

said decisions made in Lok 
Adalats carry the same legal 
value as court judgments. 
Unlike regular court ver-
dicts, these settlements can-
not be appealed because they 
are accepted by both parties 
through mutual consent. He 
added that experienced advo-
cates guide participants with-
out pressure, helping them 
save time, legal expenses, 
court fees and repeated vis-
its. Such settlements also 
help maintain good relation-
ships between the parties in-
volved.

Bar Association President 
A. Narayanaswamy said the 
National Lok Adalat will be 
held at the JMFC Court on 
July 11 as per the directions 
of the State Legal Services 
Authority. He said property 
disputes, cheque bounce cas-
es, electricity-related matters 
and pre-litigation cases can 
be settled during the event. 

Police solve mysterious 
Javanahalli woman murder case

MANDYA
 

Police have solved the 
mysterious murder of a 
young woman whose burnt 
body was found near Java-
nahalli Hill in Malavalli 
taluk on June 24. District 
Superintendent of Police 
Dr. V.J. Shobharani said 
the investigation revealed 
that the victim, Nalini, 
was allegedly murdered by 
Rajashekar, who later died 
by suicide along with his 
mother by jumping into a 
lake in Tamil Nadu on 
June 28.

The investigation began 
after local residents alert-
ed  Belakawadi  pol ice 
about the charred body. 
Officers recovered two 
rings, keys, a watch and an 
ear clip from the scene. A 
special team examined 
CCTV footage from a 
nearby toll plaza and no-
ticed an Etios car passing 
through the area. The foot-
age  showed a  woman 
asleep in the front seat. 
Vehicle records led police 
to Rajashekar, who initial-

ly claimed he had sold the 
car, raising further suspi-
cion.

Further questioning and 
evidence revealed that 
Nalini, who worked at a 
beauty parlour in Bengal-
uru, knew Rajashekar and 
they were reportedly in a 
relationship. Police said 
disagreements over mar-
riage had created tension 
between them in recent 
weeks. Investigators be-
l i eve  Nal in i  met  Ra -
jashekar on June 22 after 
he asked her to come to 
Attibele. According to the 
investigation, she was lat-
er taken to Upparahalli 
and allegedly killed before 
her body was set on fire.

Police said Rajashekar 
later gave different expla-
nations to fr iends and 
Nalini's acquaintances be-
fore  the  invest igat ion 
closed in on him. By then, 
he and his mother had died 
by suicide. Officials said 
the evidence collected 
helped solve the challeng-
ing case despite the condi-
tion of the body. 

UDUPI
 

The installation of advanced 
speed radar cameras on na-
tional highways in Udupi dis-
trict has resulted in a signifi-
cant decline in traffic rule vi-
olations, according to offi-
cials. The automated surveil-
lance system introduced 
through a public-private part-
nership has helped improve 
road discipline and reduce 
dangerous driving practices.

Six strategically important 
locations across the district 
have been equipped with au-
tomatic number plate recogni-
tion speed radar cameras. 
These include Uchila under 
Padubidri Police Station lim-
its, Dandatheertha under 
Kapu Police Station, Tekkatte 
under Kota Police Station, 
Trasi under Gangolli Police 
Station, Naikanakatte under 
Byndoor Police Station, and 
Dupadakatte under Karkala 
Rural Police Station limits.

The cameras automatically 
detect various traffic viola-
tions and record details of ve-
hicles. Based on the viola-

tions captured, e-challan no-
tices are generated automati-
cally and sent to the regis-
tered owners of the vehicles.

The project was launched in 
May, and since then, around 
2,700 e-challans have been 
issued in the district. Com-
pared to the month of May, 
traffic violations in major cat-
egories have reduced signifi-
cantly, with a decline ranging 
between 40% and 70%.

Data from the traffic de-
partment shows a major im-
provement in road safety be-
haviour. Cases of overspeed-
ing involving two-wheelers, 
three-wheelers, and light mo-
tor vehicles reduced from 
40,175 in the first week after 
installation to 14,364 in the 
recent week.

Similarly, violations related 
to not wearing seat belts de-
clined from 15,575 cases ini-
tially to 6,561 cases. Helmet-
less riding cases also wit-
nessed a sharp drop, decreas-
ing from 12,440 cases in the 
first week to 5,070 cases re-
cently.

Wrong-side driving viola-

tions reduced from 4,050 cas-
es to 2,441 cases, while triple 
riding on two-wheelers 
dropped from 3,174 cases to 
1,036 cases. Overspeeding 
cases involving heavy vehi-
cles also declined from 3,170 
cases to 997 cases.

Officials stated that contin-
uous monitoring through au-
tomated technology has en-
couraged motorists to follow 
traffic rules more responsibly. 
The system is expected to fur-
ther strengthen road safety 
measures and reduce acci-
dents caused by traffic viola-
tions in the district.

Speed radar cameras reduce traffic 
violations across Udupi

FARMERS DEMAND 
CANCELLATION OF EVICTION 

ORDERS, LAND RIGHTS
KOPPA

 
Members of the Sringeri 
constituency farmers’ asso-
ciation and Hasiru Sene 
staged a protest in front of 
the taluk office, demanding 
the cancellation of land 
eviction orders and the issu-
ance of rights documents 
for lands under cultivation.

The protesters submitted 
a memorandum to Tahsildar 
Likhitha Mohan, urging the 
administration to provide 
legal recognition to farmers 
who have been cultivating 
the lands for several years.

The farmers alleged that a 
five-gunta piece of land un-
der the Bhandigadi Gram 
Panchayat limits, which had 
been cultivated for nearly 
45 years,  was suddenly 
cleared by the Tahsildar on 
July 2. They said that when 
they questioned the official, 
they were informed that the 
action was taken based on 
instructions from higher au-
thorities.

The protesters claimed 
that the issue had earlier 
been resolved in the pres-
ence of farmer leaders from 
the region. They expressed 
dissatisfaction over what 
they described as repeated 
harassment of a poor farmer 
despite previous sett le-
ments.

They argued that there are 
provisions to issue land 

rights documents under var-
ious schemes, including 
Forms 50, 53, 57, 94C, and 
94CC, as well as under rev-
enue villages and sub-vil-
lages. The protesters al-
leged that officials removed 
the encroachment without 
conducting proper field ver-
ification.

Sr inger i  cons t i tuency 
Youth Congress president 
Durgacharan Kunchur said 
that if officials were com-
mitted to their duties, they 
should first remove large-
scale encroachments by 
wealthy individuals instead 
of targeting poor farmers. 
He warned that the Con-
gress party would not toler-
ate injustice against eco-
nomically weaker sections.

Advocate Sudheer Kumar 
Muroli stated that a joint 
survey was already under-
way to identify forest and 
revenue lands and process 
land grants. He questioned 
the decision to remove cul-
tivated lands during this on-
going survey process.

The protest was attended 
by Block Congress presi-
dent Kukkudige Ravindra, 
District Youth Congress 
president Shreejith Dandi-
namakki, Shivakar Shetty, 
D e e p a k  K u d u r e g u n d i , 
P ra shan th ,  Mohammed 
Tayyib, Vijayanand, Srini-
vas Karangi, and several 
other supporters.

FIR filed against 
Sahyadri cooperative 
society over cheque 

allegations

CH NEWS,SHIVAMOGGA
 

Police have registered an FIR 
against the Sahyadri Multi-
purpose Arecanut Growers 
Marketing Cooperative Soci-
ety in Thirthahalli, its presi-
dent H.N. Vijay Dev, and di-
rectors following a complaint 
alleging misuse of a signed 
blank cheque and creation of 
false documents.

The complaint was filed by 
Nagesh Rao R., who serves 
as the president of Padma-
vathi High School. Accord-
ing to his complaint, he was 
acquainted with cooperative 
society president H.N. Vijay 
Dev, who allegedly ap-
proached him on the pretext 
of providing financial assis-
tance.

Nagesh Rao alleged that he 
was called to the cooperative 
society office on June 20, 
2012, where he was informed 
that a loan of Rs 20 lakh 
would be provided. He 
claimed that he was asked to 
sign blank documents and a 
blank cheque as security.

According to the com-
plaint, documents were al-
legedly prepared showing 
that Rs 20 lakh had been giv-
en as a loan, while only Rs 
17 lakh was actually provid-
ed. Nagesh Rao stated that he 
repaid Rs 10 lakh on August 
5, 2014.

He further claimed that, as 
requested by Vijay Dev, he 
became a member of a Rs 10 
lakh chit fund scheme con-
ducted by the organisation 
and paid Rs 25,000 every 
month  for  40  months , 
amounting to another Rs 10 
lakh. He stated that he has 
documents supporting these 
payments.However, he al-
leged that the society did not 
return the blank documents 
and signed cheque taken as 
security. Later, he claimed 
that the cheque was filled 
with  an amount  of  Rs 
47,70,849 and presented to 
the bank on November 21, 
2018.After the cheque was 
dishonoured, a case was re-
portedly filed against him in 
the Shivamogga JMFC court 
under case number 297/2019. 
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7,845 students receive free bus passes in Chikkaballapura
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
A total of 7,845 students in 
Chikkaballapura district 
have received free bus passes 
under the state government’s 
guarantee schemes to sup-
port education and reduce 
the financial burden on fam-
ilies. District Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation 
Authority Chairman Yaluval-
li N. Ramesh said the initia-
tive is helping students con-
tinue their studies without 
facing travel difficulties.

He was speaking after 
launching the distribution 

programme organised by the 
District Guarantee Schemes 
Implementation Authority in 

association with the Karnata-
ka State Road Transport Cor-
poration at the KSRTC bus 

stand in Chikkaballapura on 
Wednesday. He said the five 
guarantee schemes intro-
duced by the state govern-
ment have brought positive 
changes in education, wom-
en empowerment and social 
security sectors.

Ramesh said schemes such 
as Shakti, Gruha Lakshmi, 
Anna Bhagya, Gruha Jyothi 
and Yuva Nidhi are support-
ing lakhs of families across 
the state. Along with these 
programmes, the government 
has introduced free bus pass-
es for male students to en-
courage education and help 

reduce travel expenses. He 
said the facility will benefit 
students from rural areas 
who depend on public trans-
port to reach schools and 
colleges.

He explained that the 
Shakti scheme, which pro-
vides free bus travel for 
women in government buses, 
has helped women access ed-
ucation, employment, health-
care and self-employment 
opportunities. Similarly, free 
bus passes for students will 
make travel easier and en-
courage them to continue 
their education without fi-

nancial pressure.
The authority chairman 

said free bus passes have al-
ready been provided to 7,845 
students in the district and 
around 7,000 more students 
are expected to receive the 
benefit soon. The administra-
tion has set a target of dis-
tributing free bus passes to 
more than 13,000 students in 
the district. Eligible students 
were requested to submit the 
required documents and 
make use of the scheme.

He said the main aim of 
the guarantee schemes is to 
reduce living expenses, im-

prove family financial stabil-
ity and encourage education 
and employment. Providing 
free transport facilities to 
students from remote villag-
es will help prevent them 
from missing educational 
opportunities due to travel 
costs.Vice Chairman S.N. 
Subbareddy, members K.N. 
Jayaram, Nirmala Gangad-
har, Madhusudhan, Munina-
rayanappa, Venugopal, Ran-
garaju, H.M. Muniyappa, 
KSRTC officials, department 
representatives, students and 
the public were present at the 
programme.

FREE TRAVEL SUPPORT

QUICK READ
Farmers advised to 

follow drought 
management methods

KSOU  
opens admissions for 

various courses

Gadag
Agriculture officials 

have advised farmers 
in Gadag district to 
take precautionary 
steps as rainfall re-

mains 22.3 percent be-
low normal from June 1 

to July 7. Due to low 
moisture, crops like 
maize, cotton, sun-

flower and groundnut 
are facing slow growth. 

So far, 2,39,280 hec-
tares have been sown, 
while remaining areas 
are pending. Farmers 
have been advised to 
use alternative crops, 
intercropping meth-
ods, seed treatment 
and water conserva-

tion techniques if rain-
fall shortage contin-

ues. Officials also sug-
gested foliar sprays 
and drip irrigation 

where possible. Farm-
ers can contact Agri-
culture Contact Cen-
tres for further guidance 

and support.

Chikkaballapura
Karnataka State Open 

University, Mysuru Region-
al Centre, Chikkaballapura 
has started admissions for 
undergraduate, postgrad-
uate, certificate and diplo-

ma courses. Courses in-
clude BA, BCom, BBA, 

BCA, BLISc, MA, MCom, 
MBA, MCA, MLISc, BSW 
and MSW programmes. 
Eligible candidates can 

apply online by paying the 
required admission fee. 

Officials said both physi-
cal education and regular 

open university courses 
are equally valid as per 
UGC norms. Interested 

students can contact the 
KSOU Regional Centre at 
Government First Grade 

College premises, MG 
Road, Chikkaballapura for 
more details. The universi-
ty encouraged students to 

use this opportunity for 
higher education.

Three tier Panchayat System becomes 
global model: DCM Parameshwara

Dr. Parameshwara said India’s three-tier Panchayat system promotes Gram Swaraj, empowering people to manage local issues and governance
TUMAKURU

 
Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G. 
Parameshwara said Karnata-
ka’s three-tier Panchayat Raj 
system has become a model 
for the world due to its focus 
on decentralised administra-
tion and people’s participation. 
He was speaking while inau-
gurating a three-day training 
workshop for newly appointed 
village panchayat administra-
tors, Panchayat Development 
Officers and secretaries at the 
Zilla Panchayat office on 
Wednesday.

Dr. Parameshwara said no 
other country has a similar 

three-level local administra-
tion system consisting of 
Gram Panchayat, Taluk Pan-
chayat and Zilla Panchayat. 
He said the system was creat-
ed under the idea of Gram 

Swaraj, where people should 
have the power to manage lo-
cal issues and participate in 
governance.

He explained that Mahatma 
Gandhi’s vision of Gram 

Swaraj was based on self-gov-
ernance, and after indepen-
dence, the government includ-
ed decentralisation of power in 
the Constitution. As a result, 
India, especially Karnataka, 
has developed a strong Pan-
chayat system. He said the 
system initially faced criticism 
over corruption and misuse of 
power, but over time its posi-
tive impact has helped citizens 
receive the benefits of democ-
racy at the local level.The 
Deputy Chief Minister said 
technology should be used ef-
fectively to make administra-
tion easier and reduce the 
workload of officials. He ad-

vised newly appointed officers 
to understand village-level 
problems and work honestly to 
provide quick and fair solu-
tions to the public. He stressed 
that transparent administration 
and responsible functioning 
are important for the success 
of Panchayat Raj institutions.

State Special Representative 
in New Delhi T.B. Jayachan-
dra said training programmes 
are essential for officials to 
ensure transparent and effi-
cient administration. He urged 
officers to complete public 
works within the given time 
and avoid corruption while 
serving people.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer B.V. Ashvija said 
the workshop was organised to 
improve the knowledge and 
skills of new administrators 
and secretaries through guid-
ance from experienced re-
source persons. The training 
focuses on good governance 
and effective implementation 
of development programmes 
at the village level.BMTC 
Vice President Niket Raj M., 
District Collector Shub Kaly-
an, District Superintendent of 
Police K.V. Ashok, officials 
from various departments and 
other dignitaries were present 
during the programme.

Mandya Plans Early Sugarcane 
Crushing Amid Rain Concerns

MANDYA
 

The district administration 
has decided to begin sugar-
cane crushing operations ear-
ly in all sugar factories of 
Mandya district from this 
week to support farmers fac-
ing challenges due to chang-
ing monsoon conditions. The 
decision was announced 
during a meeting held to dis-
cuss farmers’ issues including 
rainfall, water availability, 
crop insurance and sugar-
cane-related concerns.

District Collector said there 
is no shortage of seeds and 
fertilizers required for the 
monsoon season in the dis-
trict. Around 30,000 metric 
tonnes of fertilizer stock is 
available, and necessary steps 
have been taken to ensure 
farmers receive agricultural 
inputs on time. Officials from 
different departments partici-
pated in the meeting along 
with farmer organisation lead-
ers who shared their concerns 
and suggestions.

The Collector instructed of-

ficials to start sugarcane 
crushing in all sugar factories 
immediately. The government 
has already released ₹10.30 
crore towards the state’s share 
of the ₹50 per tonne incentive 
for sugarcane growers. As a 
case related to the mills’ share 
is pending in court, sugar fac-
tories have been requested to 
withdraw the case and release 
their pending contribution in 
the interest of farmers.

Officials were also directed 
to prepare an alternative crop 
plan at taluk and hobli levels 
after reviewing rainfall condi-
tions. Since sowing is possi-

ble until the first week of Au-
gust, farmers will be given 
awareness about suitable al-
ternative crops. The Agricul-
ture Department has been 
asked to maintain adequate 
availability of quality seeds 
and fertilizers.

The Collector appealed to 
farmers to cooperate with the 
sixth phase drinking water 
project considering future wa-
ter requirements. Due to low 
water storage in the Krish-
narajasagara Dam, irrigation 
water cannot currently be pro-
vided for agricultural crops. 
Available water is being re-

served mainly for drinking 
purposes.

Farmers were also encour-
aged to register under the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana to receive protection 
against crop losses. Around 
11,000 farmers have already 
registered, and officials will 
work to increase participation. 
Authorities were instructed to 
provide farmers with seven 
hours of power supply during 
morning and evening hours, 
giving priority to morning 
supply.Officials from agricul-
ture, horticulture, irrigation, 
electricity departments and 
representatives of farmer or-
ganisations attended the meet-
ing and discussed measures to 
address agricultural challeng-
es in the district.

Collector directed 
immediate sugarcane 

crushing, noting ₹10.30 
crore government 

incentive released, and 
urged mills to withdraw 

court case and clear 
pending dues

Mysugar boiler ready for crushing season 
The Mysugar factory boiler ignition ceremony was held on 

Wednesday, preparing for sugarcane crushing from July 
15. District Commissioner Dr. Kumar and Mysugar 

President C. D. Gangadhar launched the process with 
officials. The factory management said crushing will begin 
on July 15, with a daily capacity of 5,000 tonnes. Farmers 

have supplied sugarcane and the unit aims to complete 
operations by November. Chairman Gangadhar assured 

farmers about timely payments and support. The revival of 
Mysugar is expected to benefit growers and strengthen the 

sugar sector in Mandya district. 

Kolar Deputy Commissioner Ravi reviewed arrangements, directing departments to coordinate 
for the programme led by Chief Minister D. K. Shivakumar

Malur welfare event to benefit 40,150 people
KOLAR

 
Preparations are underway 
for a major welfare distribu-
tion programme to be held in 
Malur on July 18, where 
more than 40,150 beneficia-
ries are expected to receive 
government benefits and 
certificates. Development 
projects worth over ₹565 
crore will also be inaugurat-
ed and launched during the 
event.

Kolar Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. M. R. Ravi re-
viewed the arrangements at 
a meeting held at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office on 
Wednesday in the presence 
of Malur MLA K. Y. Nanje 
Gowda. He instructed offi-
cials from all departments to 
work together and ensure the 
successful conduct of the 
programme, which will be 

presided over by Karnataka 
Chief Minister D. K. Shiva-
kumar.

Officials informed that 61 
completed development 
projects worth ₹310.69 crore 
will be inaugurated, while 
foundation stones will be 
laid for 32 new projects 
cost ing ₹255.68 crore. 
Around 21,525 beneficiaries 
will receive welfare assis-
tance, certificates and bene-
fits worth ₹7.23 crore from 
different government depart-
ments  during the pro-
gramme.

Under the Ashraya Hous-
ing Scheme, the Urban De-
velopment Department will 
distribute title deeds to 
1,000 beneficiaries. The 
Public Works Department 
will inaugurate 20 road proj-
ects covering 79 kilometres 
at a cost of ₹79 crore and 

begin five new projects 
worth ₹3 crore. The Pancha-
yat Raj Engineering Depart-
ment will dedicate 72 rural 
road works, while Jal Jeevan 
Mission projects will pro-
vide drinking water facilities 
to 129 villages.The Health 
Department will inaugurate 
a new hospital building built 
at a cost of ₹17.5 crore. The 
Energy Department will 
launch development works 
worth ₹22 crore, including 
the 9.7 MW Lakkur power 
substation. The School Edu-
cation Department will ded-
icate 25 new classrooms 
constructed under the Vive-
ka Scheme.Officials have 
made detailed arrangements 
for transportation, parking, 
sanitation, food supply and 
security. Around 300 KS-
RTC buses will be used to 
bring beneficiaries from ru-

ral areas. Department-wise 
officers have been appointed 
to coordinate participation, 
including beneficiaries from 
agriculture, social welfare 
and other departments.

The Labour Department 
will distribute tool kits to 
215 beneficiaries, while sup-
port will be provided to 25 
beneficiaries under the Fish-
eries Housing Scheme. 
Women beneficiaries under 
the Gruha Lakshmi Scheme 
are also expected to attend 
the programme.Dr. Ravi di-
rected officials to ensure 
proper arrangements at the 
venue, VIP movement areas 
and helipad facilities without 
any shortcomings. MLA K. 
Y. Nanje Gowda said the 
event will help citizens di-
rectly receive the benefits of 
government schemes and 
development projects.

ELECTRICAL SHORT CIRCUIT 
TRIGGERS FIRE AT HASSAN BAR
HASSAN

 
A fire broke out at Supriya 
Bar and Restaurant behind the 
city bus stand on Kasturba 
Road on Wednesday morning 
due to an electrical short cir-
cuit, creating panic among 
people in the area. Fire and 
emergency service personnel 
rushed to the spot immediate-
ly and worked for more than 
an hour to control the fire and 
heavy smoke.

Fire Brigade Chief Ninga-
raju said the fire started after 
a short circuit in underground 
electrical cables caused dam-
age to the junction box and 
meter board. He explained 
that dense smoke inside the 
underground area made res-
cue operations difficult, as 
visibility was extremely low. 
Firefighters entered the area 
using artificial breathing 
equipment after ensuring that 

the power supply was com-
pletely disconnected. The 
team initially used carbon di-
oxide and dry chemical pow-
der equipment before spray-
ing water from outside to 
bring the situation under con-
trol.An additional fire engine 
was called due to the intensity 
of the fire. Ningaraju said 
placing electrical equipment 
such as junction boxes and 
meter boards inside small un-
derground rooms creates dif-

ficulties during emergencies. 
He advised that such areas 
should have proper ventila-
tion, smoke exhaust systems 
and emergency exits. Offi-
cials said there was no major 
damage to the main building, 
though some electrical equip-
ment may have been dam-
aged. The fire department 
confirmed that the smoke was 
cleared and the situation was 
completely safe after the suc-
cessful operation.

Palm leaf manuscripts preserve 
rich literary heritage: Andagi

KALABURAGI
 

Shivraja Andagi, Honorary 
Secretary of the Fa. Gu. 
Halakatti District Kannada 
Sahitya Parishad, said an-
cient palm leaf manuscripts 
are valuable treasures that 
preserve the knowledge 
and wisdom of literary an-
cestors. He urged students 
to respect Kannada lan-
guage and work towards 
protecting its cultural heri-
tage.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing a Vachana recitation 
competition organized by 
the Shiv Basava Cultural 
Institute at Gundagurthi 
Government High School, 
Andagi said Kannada liter-
ature has survived because 
of the efforts of scholars 
and writers who dedicated 
their lives to preserving it. 
He explained that palm leaf 
writings are not just old 
documents but sources of 
knowledge and inspiration.

He said his 17 years of 
research helped bring rec-
ognition to more than 250 
Vachanakaras and publish 
over 22,000 Vachanas. He 
encouraged students to read 
and understand the works 

of great literary figures and 
continue promoting Kanna-
da language, culture and 
traditions.

The competition was or-
ganized as part of the birth 
anniversary celebration of 
Fa. Gu. Halakatti. Chief 
guest Vinod Kumar inaugu-
rated the event by offering 
prayers to Halakatti’s por-
trai t .  Cultural  inst i tute 
members and guests, in-
cluding Maibubasaba Gas-
ti, Sanganna Choragasti 
and Vishwanath Thotnalli, 
participated in the program.

Headmaster Malappa Pu-
jar i  pres ided  over  the 
event .  Students  Bhima 
Shankara, Pragya, Tanu, 
Soumya, Aditya, Prakruthi, 
Surammadevi, Chamundi 
and Lakshmikanth received 
prizes in different catego-
ries. Around 35 students 
participated in the compe-
tition and were awarded 
certificates. Teachers, staff 
members and students at-
tended the program, which 
highlighted the importance 
of preserving Kannada lit-
erature and encouraging 
young minds to connect 
with the language’s rich 
history.
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A major medical education 
crisis is brewing in Tamil 
Nadu. The Pattali Makkal 
Katchi (PMK) has raised 
an alarm, claiming that lo-
cal students have lost near-
ly 700 affordable govern-
ment-quota MBBS seats. 
This sudden shortage hap-
pened because six private 
medical colleges shifted 
their status into self-gov-
erned deemed universities.

PMK President Dr. An-
bumani Ramadoss ex-
plained that three instit-

tions have already con-
verted, wiping out 350 
seats. Another three col-
leges are preparing for the 
same transition, which will 

double the deficit. This 
structural shift strips ordi-
nary families of affordable 
medical pathways. Under 
the state quota, annual fees 
range between Rs 4.35 
lakh and Rs 5.40 lakh. 
However, deemed univer-
sities charge a massive Rs 
23 lakh to Rs 30 lakh per 
year,  making medical 
dreams impossible for 
poor and middle-class stu-
dents.

Ramadoss heavily ques-
tioned the legality of these 
conversions, pointing out 
that colleges bypassed the 

necessary approval from 
t h e  Ta m i l  N a d u  D r. 
M.G.R. Medical Universi-
ty. To protect local student 
futures, the PMK is urging 
the government to imme-

diately expand state-run 
medical facilities. Without 
quick intervention, higher 
education will become a 
luxury only the rich can 
afford.

TN loses 700 govt. MBBS seats: PMK Prez. 
CLASSROOMS FOR THE RICH?

QUICK READ

Pawan Kalyan
mourns death of

 teen fan

Mother rejects 
recovered body of 

encountered accused

Delhi police nab 
auto thief, recover 

vehicles

HYDERABAD
Andhra Pradesh Deputy 

Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan expressed deep 
sorrow over the passing 

of his 17-year-old fan, 
Niranjan, who succumbed 
to a rare genetic disorder. 
The actor-politician had 

recently visited Niranjan’s 
home in Hanumakonda 
on June 17 to fulfill the 

bedridden teenager’s final 
wish. Pawan Kalyan re-

called the youth’s inspir-
ing courage and memora-

ble smile despite his se-
vere pain. Philanthropist 

Sonu Sood, whom Niran-
jan also admired, reached 
out to the grieving parents 

via a supportive video 
call. The actor offered fi-
nancial aid and prayers, 

keeping the unforgettable 
memory of his fan alive.

KOLKATA
In a striking reaction, 

Sandhya Mondal stated 
her son received the pun-
ishment he deserved after 
being killed in a police en-
counter. Her son, Pravas 
Mondal, was arrested for 
the horrific rape and mur-
der of a 12-year-old girl in 
Baruipur. Police reported 
that during a crime reen-

actment, Pravas snatched 
an officer’s rifle, opened 

fire, and died in the retali-
atory shooting. While 
grieving as a mother, 

Sandhya refused to claim 
or even view his body. 

Meanwhile, a Special In-
vestigation Team has ar-

rested two other suspects 
and is actively searching 

for a fourth fleeing ac-
complice.

NEW DELHI
The East District Auto 

Theft Squad arrested a 
24-year-old vehicle thief 
named Sameer, solving 
four active theft cases 
across Delhi. Acting on 

specific intelligence, po-
lice laid a trap in Khichri-
pur and caught Sameer 
after a brief chase while 

he was riding a stolen 
motorcycle. During ques-
tioning, the suspect con-
fessed to multiple crimes 
and led officers to hidden 
locations where three ad-

ditional stolen 
two-wheelers were 

stored. Police recovered 
all four vehicles, which 

belonged to various 
neighborhoods. Legal 

proceedings have begun 
as authorities investigate 

his wider network to 
catch potential associ-

ates.

UP launches cashless 
medical scheme for teachers
UP CM Yogi Adityanath launched a cashless medical scheme offering `5 lakh 

annual coverage for 15 lakh school employees
VARANASI

 
In a massive boost for educa-
tors, Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
launched a brand-new cash-
less health scheme. Designed 
to eliminate administrative 
delays and medical worries, 
this initiative offers a safety 
net for school employees 
across the state.

Named the Chief Minister’s 
Teachers’ Cashless Medical 
Scheme, the program pro-
vides free medical coverage 
of up to Rs 5 lakh per year. 
Over 15 lakh teaching and 

non-teaching staff, along with 
their families, will benefit 
from this project. Excitingly, 
the scheme extends beyond 
permanent teachers to support 
para-teachers (Shiksha Mi-
tras), instructors, school 

cooks, and staff at Kasturba 
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas.

During the launch event, 
the Chief Minister personally 
distributed health certificates 
to the first group of beneficia-
ries. He emphasized that se-
curing the health and social 
well-being of educators is a 
top priority for his govern-
ment. 

In return, he urged teachers 
to focus on del ivering 
high-quality education to 
build a stronger nation.

Adding to the day's big an-
nouncements, the government 
sent Rs 1,320 crore directly 

into bank accounts for student 
welfare. Every eligible stu-
dent will receive Rs 1,200 to 
purchase school uniforms, 
shoes, socks, and bags.

Reflecting on the past, Adi-
tyanath mentioned how the 
state's education system has 
drastically improved over the 
last nine years, moving away 
from its old, backward repu-
tation. He concluded by re-
minding citizens and educa-
tors that a bright, developed 
future for India relies entirely 
on creating a rock-solid foun-
dation for every young stu-
dent in the classroom.

Temple scam fallout: Ayodhya 
market stalls empty

AYODHYA
 

A cloud of worry has settled 
over the local shops in this 
holy city. Following recent 
allegations of donation theft 
at the Ram Temple, local 
business owners say their 
earnings have plunged as vis-
itor numbers crash.

What used to be a bustling 
hub of faith is now seeing a 
quiet phase. Local sellers note 
that the massive crowds have 
thinned out, leaving many 
market stalls empty.

"People are heartbroken 
and scared. They even worry 
about getting cheated at local 
guesthouses now. Our busi-
nesses are taking a massive 
beating." — An Ayodhya Ven-
dor

The community is divided 
over recent leadership chang-

es at the temple trust. While 
some vendors strongly defend 
former officials, claiming 
they had no part in the scam, 
others see the recent resigna-
tions of top trust members as 
a positive step. 

Many locals are hopeful 
that a fresh team will restore 
trust and bring the crowds 
back.

The Big Drop in Numbers
n Then: Around 500,000 
to 600,000 devotees visit-
ed the Ram 
n Temple and Hanumanga-
rhi daily.

n Now: Attendance has 
plummeted to between 
50,000 and 100,000 people 
per day.

n The Crowd: Most visitors 
now are just locals from 
nearby areas, rather than 
tourists from other states.

Where Does the Police 
Investigation Stand?

n The Seizures: Officers 
have recovered over ₹49 
lakhs in cash from three 
main accused individuals.

n Temple and Hanumanga-
rhi daily.

n The Next Steps: Police 
have approached the 
court to get custody of the 
suspects.

n The Goal: Investigators 
want to scan bank ac-
counts, track the financial 
trail, and check if the stolen 
funds were used to buy 
expensive goods.

Punjab Congress 
stands united, asserts 

Bhupesh Baghel
CHANDIGARH

 
Ahead of the crucial Assem-
bly elections, Punjab Con-
gress in-charge Bhupesh Ba-
ghel firmly dismissed all ru-
mors of internal fighting. He 
asserted that the state unit 
stands completely united and 
fully supports the newly reap-
pointed Punjab Congress 
Committee chief, Amarinder 
Singh Raja Warring.

Baghel’s statement comes 
right after a series of 
high-level meetings 
with district presi-
dents and committee 
members in the state. 
While some local 
leaders, especially 
those close to former 
Chief Minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi, have not yet 
met the state in-charge, Ba-
ghel clarified that there is ab-
solutely no factionalism with-
in the organization.

Speaking about the situa-
tion, Baghel confirmed that 
he has already spoken with 
senior leaders, including 
Channi and Sukhjinder Singh 

Randhawa, over the phone. 
He plans to hold personal, 
one-on-one meetings with 
them in the coming days to 
discuss upcoming election 
strategies and the newly 
formed party committees.

The party high command 
recently announced that Raja 
Warring would continue lead-
ing the state unit, while also 
unveiling key committees for 
the 2027 elections. Despite 
reports suggesting that some 

factions are unhappy 
with these structural 
changes, the top lead-
ership has made it 
clear that these deci-
sions are final and 

will not be rolled back.
Baghel emphasized that 

every member belongs to the 
same family, working togeth-
er under the guidance of Ra-
hul Gandhi and Mallikarjun 
Kharge. 

He concluded that any mi-
nor differences among leaders 
would be easily sorted out 
through open discussions, en-
suring a strong fight in the 
elections.

Key demands for corrective measures:
n Open New Colleges: Build government medical centers in 
six neglected districts, including Kancheepuram/Perambalur

n Expand Existing Seats: Add 50 more medical seats 
across 16 operating state colleges.       
n Expand Existing Seats: Add 50 more medical seats 
across 16 operating state colleges.          
n Investigate Legality: Review how these private colleges 
converted without mandatory state university clearance.  

Lotte, FNP face 
FSSAI label 

misleading notices
NEW DELHI

 
India's food safety watchdog, 
the FSSAI, has pulled up 
three major brands for al-
legedly tricking customers 
with false labels and mislead-
ing promises on their food 
packaging.

Lotte India, Kubera Foods, 
and Ferns N Petals (FNP) 
have all been slapped with of-
ficial notices. The Food Safe-
ty and Standards Authority of 
India discovered that these 
companies were making bold 
claims on their boxes that did 
not match what was actually 
inside them. They now have 
just seven days to explain 
their actions or face strict le-
gal punishment.

Lotte India is facing heat 
over several popular treats. 
The regulator found that its 
famous Choco Pie falsely 
claimed to be "100 per cent 
vegetarian." Furthermore, its 
"FRUITZ Eclairs" contained 
absolutely no real fruit, de-
spite the misleading name. 
Lotte also used outdated com-
pany names on labels without 
permission, failed to format 
nutrition facts correctly on its 
Pepero biscuit sticks, and 
misreported vitamin levels in 
its Lolly Bliss lollipops.

Meanwhile, Kubera Foods 
got caught spinning tales 
about its "Soft and Fresh 
Cream Bun Pineapple." The 
box boasted that the snack 
was "100 per cent Natural" 
with "No Preservatives, Co-
lours & Flavours." However, 
a quick look at the actual in-
gredient list revealed synthet-
ic colors, added flavors, and 
chemical preservatives. The 
watchdog stated this directly 
violates food advertising 
laws.

Gifting giant Ferns N Petals 
was also exposed for its 
"Roasted Almond Chocolate." 
FNP sold the product as a 
"Premium Chocolate" but hid 
the fact that it contained cheap 
hydrogenated vegetable fat in-
stead of pure cocoa butter. To 
make matters worse, the com-
pany put pictures of almonds 
all over the box but failed to 
state exactly how many al-
monds were actually inside. 
They also skipped mandatory 
daily diet guidelines on the 
back.

The FSSAI has made it clear 
that public health and honesty 
cannot be compromised. If 
these three companies.

Gujarat launches `44 Cr 
Madhavpur Temple makeover

PORBANDAR
 

The Gujarat government has 
officially launched the sec-
ond phase of its grand make-
over for the historic Mad-
havpur pilgrimage site. With 
a fresh investment of ₹43.72 
crore, this massive project 
aims to restore the ancient 
Madhavrayaji Temple, up-
grade facilities for devotees, 
and boost coastal tourism.

According to ancient lore, 
Madhavpur is the sacred place 
where Lord Krishna married 
Goddess Rukmini. To honor 
this heritage, the Gujarat Pavi-
tra Yatradham Vikas Board is 
executing a master plan to con-
nect all religious spots within 
a one-kilometer radius into a 
single, beautiful heritage cir-
cuit.

This announcement follows 
the successful completion of 
the first phase, which cost 
₹47.99 crore. That initial stage 
successfully restored the Ruk-
mini Mataji Temple, the sacred 
wedding altar (Chori Myra), 
the holy Brahmakund, and 
built a majestic main entrance 
gate. Officials have set a strict 
two-year deadline to finish this 
next chapter of development.

The project beautifully 
aligns with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s vision of bal-
ancing development with cul-
tural heritage.

 Local officials emphasize 
that the upgraded site will not 
only offer a peaceful experi-
ence for visiting devotees but 
will also create new jobs, giv-
ing a massive boost to the lo-
cal economy.

NIA raids 20 locations 
over terror funding

NEW DELHI
 

In a massive nationwide 
crackdown, the National 
Investigation Agency con-
ducted simultaneous raids 
at twenty locations across 
ten states. Supported by lo-
cal police and central forc-
es, the operation targets a 
major terror conspiracy 
and radicalization network 
linked to global terror 
groups.

The multi-state 
operation spanned 
Ut ta r  Pradesh , 
Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Del-
hi, Bihar, Rajas-
than, Karnataka, Gu-
jarat, Telangana, and West 
Bengal .  Inves t iga tors 
traced the network back to 
a case registered in Vi-
sakhapatnam, following the 
arrest of a radicalized indi-
vidual in Vijayawada this 
March.

In Uttar Pradesh's Bu-
landshahr district, authori-
ties heavily targeted three 
brothers running a cosmet-
ics business, who face seri-
ous accusations of hawala 
operations, money launder-
ing, and terror funding. 
Federal agents discovered 
massive amounts of hidden 

cash at their residences, 
prompting officials to bring 
in currency counting ma-
chines. Armed security 
forces completely sealed 
off the neighborhood to se-
cure the ongoing investiga-
tion.

According to intelligence 
officials, the suspects al-
legedly operated under the 
instructions of an overseas 

handler named Al-Ha-
keem Shukoor. The 

accused formed a 
local group called 
'Al-Malik Islamic 
Youth' to secretly 
expand the reach 

of ISIS and AQIS 
within India. Investi-

gations revealed that the 
network actively tried to 
radicalize local youths and 
incite them into executing 
dangerous suicide attacks.

So far, twelve individu-
als from various states 
have been named in the 
primary federal law en-
forcement complaint. 

They face  s t r ingent 
charges under the Unlaw-
ful Activities Prevention 
Act, the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, and the IT Act as 
agencies work to disman-
tle their entire financial 
network.

Centralized EPFO upgrade 
accelerates national PF services

NEW DELHI
 

Managing your Provident 
Fund just became incredibly 
simple for millions of employ-
ees. The Employees' Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has 
successfully migrated its entire 
member database into a single, 
centralized national network 
under the new CITES Project. 
This major digital upgrade 
uses advanced automation to 
deliver much faster, transpar-
ent, and completely has-
sle-free services across India.

Previously, crucial PF ser-

vices were strictly tied to your 
specific regional office. Under 
this modern centralized setup, 
any authorized EPFO office 
nationwide can securely pro-
cess your service requests, 
making the entire system loca-
tion-independent.

Furthermore, a brand-new 
unified digital interface allows 
members to track balances, 
verify service records, and 
monitor live claim statuses in-
stantly. The intelligent system 
automatically pre-validates all 
claims to detect errors early, 
minimizing rejections. 

ManappuraM HoMe Finance Ltd.
Registered Office: 8/596 A, Padmaprabha Building, Near Sreerama Swami 

Temple, Cherppu-Thriprayar Road, Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala-680567.

Date: 09/07/2026, Place: HUBLI Sd/- Authorized Officer, Manappuram Home Finance Ltd 

CORRIGENDUM
This Corrigendum is issued to Auction Sale Notice dated 13-03-2026 published in City Hilights.
In the said Auction Sale notice pertaining to the Borrower RAJAMA NOORAAHMAD GOUNDI, Loan Account No. 
NHL00260028625, Please note the following to be read correctly as below:

Auction
Sale 

Notice

PRESENT Reserve Price – Rs.7,75,980/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs Seventy Five Thousand Nine Hundred 
Eighty Only) date of Auction 18-04-2026.

TO BE 
READ

Reserve Price – Rs.6,98,382/-(Rupees Six Lakhs Ninety Eight Thousand Three Hundred 
Eighty Two Only) date of Auction 29-07-2026 (should be 20 days from the date of issuance 
of the Sale notice).

All other details mentioned in the said Auction sale notice shall remain unchanged.

Relentless rains 
batter 

Maharashtra, 62 
lives lost

MUMBAI
 

Relentless monsoon rains are 
battering Maharashtra, caus-
ing widespread destruction, 
severe flooding, and structur-
al collapses. The state is reel-
ing from the intense down-
pours, which have tragically 
claimed 62 human lives and 
killed 200 animals since the 
season began on June 1.

The latest government data 
shows that coastal and west-
ern districts are facing the 
worst of the crisis. Over the 
last 24 hours, Thane and Pal-
ghar  were  comple te ly 
drenched, receiving massive 
amounts of rain. The situa-
tion is growing critical, as 
cumulative rainfall totals 
show that cities like Pune 
and Palghar have received 
over 400% of their normal 
rainfall for this time of year.

The human toll has been 
devastating. Out of the 62 
casualties reported over the 
past five weeks, building 
collapses and lightning 
strikes have been the prima-
ry causes of death. Crum-
bling structures across Na-
shik, Thane, and Mumbai led 
to 25 fatalities and left doz-
ens injured. 
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In a major political devel-
opment, Safina Baig, the 
former Baramulla District 
Development Council 
Chairperson, officially 
joined the National Con-
f e r e n c e  ( N C ) .  T h e 
high-profile event took 
place at the party head-
quarters, significantly 
boosting the NC's strength 
in North Kashmir.

Safina, accompanied by 
numerous supporters, was 
warmly welcomed by top 
leadership, including NC 
President Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah and Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah. This stra-
tegic move strengthens the 
ruling party's hold on 
Baramulla district, where 
it previously secured six 
out of seven assembly 
seats during the 2024 
elections. Safina is the 
wife of Muzaffar Hussain 
B a i g ,  a  p r o m i n e n t 
co-founder of the rival 
Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP).
While Muzaffar Baig 

has stayed away from ac-
tive politics recently, he 
remains an incredibly in-
fluential figure across 
Kashmir's political and 
legal circles. His past fric-
tion with PDP chief Meh-
booba Mufti after 2019 
triggered rumors of him 
shifting sides, though oth-
er regional parties denied 
his enrollment. Safina’s 
fresh entry into the NC 

marks a massive realign-
ment of power, altering 
the political landscape of 
the valley ahead of future 
challenges.

QUICK READ

Congress criticizes 
Hindu members in 

Waqf board

Abhishek Banerjee 
skips voice sample 

test in court

Congress demands 
opposition lead 

Badrinath temple probe

Bengal encounter 
sparks fierce political 

debate

MUMBAI
Congress leader Hussain 

Dalwai strongly con-
demned Madhya 

Pradesh’s decision to ap-
point non-Muslim mem-
bers to its reconstituted 
Waqf Board, calling it an 
attempt to marginalize 
Muslims.  The state re-

cently became the first to 
implement the new Waqf 
Amendment Act, naming 
Manoj Malpani and Ani-
mesh Bhargava to the 

ten-member board. Dal-
wai questioned if the gov-
ernment would similarly 

appoint Muslims to Hindu 
religious bodies like the 

Ram Temple Trust. While 
welcoming the Uniform 
Civil Code if it ensures 

true gender equality, Dal-
wai emphasized that con-
troversial reforms require 

comprehensive public de-
bates rather than target-

ed actions.

KOLKATA
Trinamool Congress Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek 

Banerjee skipped his 
scheduled appearance at 

the Bidhannagar Court. 
He was ordered to pro-

vide voice samples for an 
ongoing Criminal Investi-

gation Department 
probe. The investigation 
involves an alleged hate 
speech case connected 
to the recent West Ben-
gal Assembly elections. 
This marks another in-

stance of the high-profile 
politician avoiding the 

court-mandated proce-
dure. Legal authorities 

and the state CID are cur-
rently reviewing the situ-

ation to determine the 
next legal steps regarding 

his repeated absences 
from this crucial investi-

gation.

DEHRADUN
The Congress party 
has condemned the 
Uttarakhand govern-
ment’s investigation 

into alleged donation 
thefts at the highly re-
vered Badrinath Tem-

ple. State Congress 
President Ganesh 

Godiyal labeled the of-
ficial inquiry a cov-

er-up, demanding an 
all-party committee 
led by an opposition 

leader instead. He ex-
pressed zero faith in 

the current panel, fear-
ing a destruction of ev-

idence. Meanwhile, 
Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami strongly 
vowed strict punish-

ment, equating temple 
theft to a sin as severe 
as cow slaughter. He 

assured the public that 
a high-level police 

probe is actively un-
derway to catch those 

guilty.

KOLKATA
The recent police 

encounter of an ac-
cused rapist has 

triggered fierce po-
litical arguments 

across West Bengal. 
Trinamool Congress 

MP Mahua Moitra 
strongly condemned 
the killing, compar-
ing the state to Ut-

tar Pradesh and 
calling it jungle law. 

Conversely, rebel 
leader Siuli Saha 

defended the police, 
arguing they acted 
legally after being 

attacked. 

JOB NO  489/83  11 X 2

Short-Term Tenders Call-02 are invited through e-
procurement portal as per Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurement Act 2000 from interested Forest
contractors registered in Forest Department as Forest
contractors for the year 2026-27 and having experience
of growing saplings of various sizes, plantation advance
works and having experience of carrying out similar
works as put to tender in the Forest Department for
implementation of "Formation of Monsoon Plantation
" in the limits of Ayanur Zone of Shivamogga Regional
Forest Division including Change of places of work
implementation, Changes in Types mentioned in e-
procurement portal and various Head of Account based
on expected Grant for the year 2026-27. Last date for
submission of Tenders is fixed as: 14.07.2026 up to 4.00
PM. For further information this office can be contacted
during office hours and details of the Tender can be
obtained through the official website http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-  Assistant Conservator of Forests,
Ayanur Sub Division, ShivamoggaDIPR/smg/ksmca/26-27/36/07/489

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Assistant Conservator of Forests,

Ayanur Sub Forest Division, Shivamogga
No.: ACF/Tender/CR-21/2026-27            Date: 06.07.2026

Short-Term e-Tender Notice
(Through e-Procurement Portal) Call-02

Item-rate tenders, for the work in PWD, No.1 South & 
Doddaballapura Sub Division under this office noted 
below, are invited by the undersigned on behalf of the 
Governor of Karnataka in accordance with Karnataka 
Transparency in Public Procurement rules 2000 and as per 
Standard Tender Documents for procurement of works from 
the contractors registered in K.P.W.D. as per KPPP.
Tender Notification are Published for 03 Works (Bridge/
Road) (Rs. 100.00 Lakhs to Rs. 350.00 Lakhs). Details of the 
tender works can be obtained from the above Office during 
office hours on working days. EMD & Tender processing 
fees are mentioned in KPP portal.
(1) Tenders must be submitted online through KPP portal on 
or before 4.00 PM on Dated: 22.07.2026. (2) The opening 
of tenders through KPP portal on Dated: 23.07.2026 at 
4.30 PM or further date and time will be Intimated.
For more details contact this office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer. 
DIPR/DD-C.P/1536/KSMCA/2026-27

No. 14/2026-27                                            Date: 07.07.2026
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Bengaluru Division, 

2nd Floor, PWD Annexure Building, K.R. Circle, Bengaluru-01. 
Phone: 080-22133370

Congress leaders honor 
legacy of legend YSR

Top Congress leaders paid tribute to former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS 
Rajasekhara Reddy on his birth anniversary

NEW DELHI
 

Top Congress leaders paid 
heartfelt tributes to the former 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, 
popularly known as YSR, on 
his birth anniversary. They 
highly praised his lifelong 
dedication to uplifting mar-
ginalized communities.

Leader of the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi described YSR 
as a true statesman whose 
unwavering commitment 
transformed countless lives. 
Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge also lauded 

the visionary leader, high-
lighting his deep devotion to 
farmers, the poor, and the 
party. Born in 1949, YSR 
originally trained as a medi-
cal doctor, running a charita-
ble hospital before entering 
politics in 1978. Remark-
ably, he remained complete-
ly undefeated throughout his 
25-year political career, win-
ning eight consecutive state 
and parliamentary elections.

YSR served twice as the 
state Congress chief and act-
ed as a powerful Opposition 
Leader. 

His historic public march 

helped him secure the Chief 
Minister's seat in 2004. He 
later won a second consecu-
tive term in 2009. Despite 
facing corruption allegations 
from rivals, his immense 
welfare work ensures his en-

during legacy across the  
nation.

Milestones of a visionary 
leader:      

n Historic March: Led a gru-
eling 1,400-km foot journey 
across backward regions 
to connect with citizens in 
2003.  
n Landslide Victory: Guided 
the Congress party to a mas-
sive 185-seat win during the 
2004 assembly elections.     
n Public Champion: Fought 
passionately for struggling 
farmers, weavers, and youth 
while opposing power hikes.   

The influential Muzaf-
far Baig legacy:  

n Top Statesman: Served 
as Deputy Chief Minister 
and won multiple critical 
state and parliamentary 
elections.   
n Legal Expert: Educated 
at Harvard Law School; 
served as Advocate 
General and received the 
Padma Bhushan.       
n Political Shift: Distanced 
from PDP after post-2019 
disagreements with leader 
Mehbooba Mufti.

Amit Shah promises 
Center’s support 

for Wayanad
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah spoke with Kerala Chief 
Minister V.D. Satheesan over 
the phone regarding the tragic 
Wayanad mudslide. Shah 
promised the Central govern-
ment's complete support for 
all ongoing rescue, relief, and 
rehabilitation operations, 
while calling for a high-level 
investigation.

The conversation followed 
a devastating accident where 
three workers lost their lives 
and five others remain miss-
ing. Nine injured individuals 
are currently receiving medi-
cal treatment at a local hospi-
tal, with two reported to be in 
critical condition. The disaster 

occurred after a massive 
mound of excavated mud col-
lapsed due to heavy rainfall, 
trapping several laborers un-
derneath tonnes of heavy de-
bris.

During their call, the Home 
Minister received a detailed 
update from the Chief Minis-
ter about the ground situation 
and the immediate steps taken 
by local authorities. Shah ex-
pressed his satisfaction with 
Kerala's rapid emergency re-
sponse and reiterated that fed-
eral agencies stand ready to 
assist. 

He also emphasized the ur-
gent need for a thorough 
probe to identify the exact 
causes and prevent future 
tragedies.

Former Baramulla DDC Chairperson Safina Baig officially joined the 
National Conference, boosting the party’s presence in North Kashmir

Former DDC Chief Safina Baig joins NC

Gulf CBSE students 
challenge 

alternative grading 
policy

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court of India 
stepped in to protect the ac-
ademic future of thousands 
of Indian Class 12 students 
living in Gulf and West 
Asian countries. A judicial 
bench issued an official no-
tice to the Central Govern-
ment and the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) regarding a fresh 
petition highlighting severe 
exam disruptions caused by 
the ongoing regional con-
flict.

The emergency writ peti-
tion was filed on behalf of 
regular students studying 
across various CBSE-affili-
ated schools in West Asia. It 
contends that the sudden 
outbreak of geopolitical hos-
tilities created an unprece-
dented, highly stressful envi-
ronment that completely 
derailed the 2026 board ex-
amination cycle.

The students have strongly 
challenged the CBSE’s alter-
native assessment policy in-
troduced on March 27. 

Fadnavis defends Mumbai-Pune 
expressway after landslide

MUMBAI
Maharashtra Chief Minister 

Devendra Fadnavis launched a 
defense of the ₹7,000-crore 
Mumbai-Pune “Missing Link” 
expressway project, strongly 
firing back at opposition alle-
gations of corruption follow-
ing a recent landslide. Adopt-
ing a defiant stance against 
aggressive social media troll-
ing, Fadnavis declared himself 
completely “abuse-proof” 
while hailing the mega project 
as a global engineering mar-
vel. 

The political storm erupted 
after torrential monsoon rains 
triggered a major landslide on 
the newly inaugurated transit 
route, halting traffic for rough-
ly 18 hours. Seizing the oppor-
tunity, opposition leaders im-
mediately attacked the Ma-
hayuti government, alleging 
substandard construction work 
and systemic structural failure. 

Replying to a heated legisla-
tive assembly debate, Fadna-
vis openly accused his critics 
of fabricating political lies. He 
revealed that the previous alli-
ance government had actually 
tried to kill the vital infrastruc-
ture project by permanently 
closing the file. Fadnavis firm-

ly rejected claims that public 
money had been wasted, clar-
ifying that the relentless 
downpour simply caused 
mountain debris to crash onto 
an external decorative arch. 
He emphasized that the main 
tunnel structure suffered abso-
lutely no cracks, and its inte-
grated electronic safety sys-
tems functioned flawlessly to 
clear the path within hours. 

The Chief Minister proudly 
reminded the House that the 
historic route features India’s 
tallest cable-stayed bridge and 
the widest twin tunnels in the 
world, successfully bypassing 
a highly dangerous ghat sec-
tion. Invoking the legacy of 
past engineering challenges 
like the Konkan Railway, he 
argued that major progress re-
quires political courage to 
overcome natural risks. 

Turning to the wider mon-
soon crisis gripping the state, 
Fadnavis briefed lawmakers 
on extensive emergency relief 
operations. He noted that re-
gions like Vasai-Virar faced a 
staggering 772 mm of rain, 
temporarily knocking out local 
power grids. The state has al-
ready deployed immediate fi-
nancial aid and free food.
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Catastrophic storms to 
test China’s urban 
resilience: Reports

Qatari LNG  
Tanker awaits ocean 

salvage

SHANGHAI
Scientists warn that ex-

treme weather fueled by El 
Niño will severely test Chi-

na’s resilience this year. Fol-
lowing devastating floods in 
southern Guangxi that killed 

six people and trapped 
thousands, the nation now 
braces for Super Typhoon 
Bavi. Packing winds over 

180 mph, this massive 
storm threatens heavily 

populated provinces. Ex-
perts state that climate 

change is triggering more 
frequent, intense cyclones, 

leaving communities no 
time to recover. With July ty-
phoon forecasts exceeding 
historical averages, the risk 

of catastrophic flooding, 
landslides, and widespread 
crop damage remains dan-
gerously high across China’s 

vulnerable coasts.

LONDON
The Qatari LNG tanker Al 
Rekayyat sits stationary 

near the Strait of Hormuz 
following a projectile strike. 
A fire erupted in the engine 

room, raising explosion 
risks, though the vessel’s 
massive liquefied natural 

gas tanks remain un-
breached. Emergency 

teams successfully evacu-
ated all crew members, and 
salvage operations will be-
gin once responders extin-
guish the flames. This dan-
gerous incident marks the 
first time a Qatari gas ship 

has been targeted since re-
gional conflict erupted in 

February. Qatar has formal-
ly blamed Iran for the at-

tack, sparking intense dip-
lomatic fury and summon-
ing the deputy Iranian am-

bassador in protest.

Ex-Ministers convicted in fake Bhutanese refugee scam
KATHMANDU

 
A lower court in Nepal has con-
victed the country’s former Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Top Bahadur 
Rayamajhi, and former Home 
Minister, Bal Krishna Khand. 
Alongside them, 14 other individ-
uals were found guilty in a mas-
sive fake Bhutanese refugee scam 
that shook the nation’s political 
establishment three years ago. 

The Kathmandu District Court 
ruled that the group actively con-
spired to smuggle ordinary Nepali 
citizens into the United States by 
falsely passing them off as dis-
placed Bhutanese refugees. 

Although the official interna-
tional resettlement program for 

genuine Bhutanese refugees com-
pletely concluded back in 2016, 
the criminal network successfully 
deceived hundreds of hopeful cit-
izens. They collected enormous 
sums of money from their victims 
by promising them access to 
non-existent refugee quotas for a 

new life in America. 
Kathmandu Distr ict  Court 

Judge Tej Bahadur Khadka found 
the defendants guilty of multiple 
serious offenses, including forg-
ery, fraud, organized crime, and 
crimes against the state. The long 
list of convicted individuals fea-

tures senior political figures, mid-
dlemen, and high-ranking bureau-
crats, such as former Home Sec-
retary Tek Narayan Pandey. 

The court’s detailed order la-
beled the scheme as a major of-
fense against the state. 

The judge noted that  the 
high-profile individuals responsi-
ble had severely undermined the 
dignity of Nepali citizens while 
deeply damaging Nepal’s interna-
tional reputation. The court em-
phasized that the operation was 
clearly an organized crime be-
cause it required a highly coordi-
nated, multi-layered network of 
politicians, government employ-
ees, and middlemen to execute the 
fraud. 

THE BHUTANESE REFUGEE FRAUD
My client Smt. Chaithra G.R C/o K Asho-
ka of Goravanahalli Village, Maddur 
Taluk, Mandya District is an absolute 
owner of the Residencial Property bear-
ing Janjer No.601, Property No.449, 
measuring 30 X 45 feet situated at 
Goravanahalli Village, Maddur Taluk, 
Mandya District. Said owner has lost 
Original sale deed Document No. MDR 
1-05774-2011-12, CD No.MDRD69,Dat-
ed12-10-2011andOriginalHakkupath-
rainrespectofthe PropertyJanjer No. 
601, Property No.449 at Goravanahalli, 
Pertaining to said property. Now my 
client is filed the complaint before the 
consent police station in this connec-
tion endorsement issued on0707-2026.
Therefore, anybodyhasanysortclaims, 
demands,rights or anyobjection etc., 
in whatsoevermanner,intimatesamew-
ithin7daysfromthedateofPublication-
ofthisnotice to undersigned. If recieved 
the objections after said period, will 
not be entertained. Hence this notice. 
By M.Guruprasad, Advocate, No.2, 
M.Lingaiah Building, V.V.Road, Mandya 
571401. Mob:9242221603

PUBLIC NOTICE

India, US jointly smash global racketeering ring
India cooperated with global law enforcement to dismantle an international crime network, resulting in 37 racketeering charges.

WASHINGTON
 

Indian authorities have active-
ly cooperated with the United 
States and global law enforce-
ment to smash a massive inter-
national crime network. The 
major breakthrough resulted in 
sweeping racketeering charges 
against three dangerous orga-
nized crime groups operating 
across multiple continents.

The successful collaboration 
was highlighted after US offi-
cials announced charges 
against 37 suspects linked to 
syndicates accused of murder, 

kidnapping, extortion, and 
large-scale drug trafficking 
across North America and Eu-
rope. A total of 24 suspects 
have already been arrested un-
der a multinational crackdown 
named "Operation Hard Ball."

Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police Deputy Commissioner 
Lisa Moreland confirmed that 
the Indian government assisted 
investigators during the com-
plex, years-long probe. She 
emphasized that Canadian po-
lice worked shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the FBI and global 
partners, calling India’s coop-

eration a model for what inter-
national law enforcement 
strives to achieve.

The investigation success-
fully unmasked three notori-
ous criminal syndicates al-
legedly led by Lawrence Bish-
noi, Jaggu Bhagwanpuria, and 
Ravinder Singh Dhanda. Pros-
ecutors revealed a shocking 
operational method, both Bish-
noi and Bhagwanpuria al-
legedly directed their violent 
global empires right from their 
Indian jail cells using smug-
gled mobile phones. Their as-
sociates then carried out dead-

ly assignments on the streets 
of the US, Canada, and Eu-
rope.

Police leaders noted that 
modern technology has made 
organized crime completely 
borderless, making interna-
tional teamwork absolutely 
essential. No single country 
can fight these sophisticated 
syndicates alone.The massive 
operation brought together the 
FBI, the Canadian Mounties, 
the Los Angeles Police De-
partment, and law enforcement 
agencies from Spain and sev-
eral other nations. 

US indictment details Bishnoi’s 
global prison syndicate

WASHINGTON
 

United States prosecutors 
have revealed that jailed 
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi 
masterminded a massive in-
ternational criminal empire 
straight from an Indian prison 
cell. Using smuggled mobile 
phones and internet-based 
messaging apps, Bishnoi al-
legedly coordinated a wave of 
targeted murders, extortion 
schemes, and drug trafficking 
operations spanning multiple 
countries. 

The explosive allegations 
were detailed in a federal 
racketeering indictment un-
sealed as part of "Operation 
Hard Ball." This coordinated 
global crackdown by Western 
law enforcement targeted 
three major organized crime 
networks operating across 
North America, Europe, and 
Australia. 

According to the indict-
ment, Bishnoi started his 
criminal path in the early 
2010s while attending univer-
sity in Punjab. Styling himself 
as a popular campus student 

leader, he eventually traded 
university politics for a life of 
crime, transforming his loyal 
student followers into a lethal 
syndicate. Despite being ar-
rested by Indian police in 
2015, Bishnoi never lost con-
trol of his gang. Instead, he 
used smuggled smartphones 
and internet calling devices 
beh ind  ba r s  to  d i r ec t 
high-profile assassinations, 
extortions, and human smug-
gling operations around the 
world. 

To maintain his grip on 
power and keep drawing fresh 
recruits, prosecutors state that 
Bishnoi carefully cultivated a 
public image as a religious 
patriot and nationalist through 
social media and media inter-
views. The gang specifically 
preyed on poor, vulnerable 

minors from disadvantaged 
areas in India, promising 
them quick cash, power, and 
protection. Loyal recruits 
were later shipped off to the 
United States and Canada us-
ing fraudulent student or for-
eign worker visas. 

The indictment further 
notes that Bishnoi kept his 
gang decentralized so low-
er-level members knew very 
little about each other. This 
protected the wider network 
from being compromised if 
someone got arrested. Mem-
bers were also terrorized into 
submission with chilling 
threats of violence against 
themselves or their families 
back in India if they ever tried 
to exit the syndicate or talk to 
the 

US federal prosecutors 
revealed that jailed 
gangster Lawrence 

Bishnoi masterminded a 
global criminal empire 

from an Indian prison cell 
using smuggled mobile 

phones.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will make a historic two-day 
official visit to New Zealand starting July 10.

Diaspora celebrates Modi's 
landmark New Zealand trip
AUCKLAND

 
Members of the Indian di-
aspora in New Zealand are 
buzzing with immense ex-
citement ahead of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
upcoming historic visit. 
Community members say 
they have been waiting for 
this momentous occasion 
for decades, viewing it as a 
go lden  oppor tun i ty  to 
heavily boost bilateral rela-
tions and unlock new op-
portunities for both na-
tions.

Prime Minister Modi 
will embark on a land-
mark two-day official 
visit to New Zealand 
from July 10 to 11, fol-
lowing a special invita-
tion from New Zealand 
Prime Minister Chris-
topher Luxon. This 
highly anticipated 
trip marks the 
first time an In-

dian Prime Minister has set 
foot in New Zealand in for-
t y  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  t h e 
high-level visit, both lead-
ers are expected to review 
the entire spectrum of their 
bi lateral  t ies ,  focusing 
closely on the major prog-
ress achieved over the last 
two years in crucial areas 
like trade, commerce, and 
defense.

Local Indian residents 
and international students 
have expressed tremendous 
enthusiasm about welcom-

ing Modi. Many high-
lighted his immense 
global populari ty 
among both young 
and old genera-
t i o n s .  A m a j o r 
talking point with-

in the community 
is the poten-

tial final-
ization of 

a  F r e e 
T r a d e 

Agreement, which many 
believe will instantly boost 
the economies of  both 
coun t r i e s  and  r e so lve 
long-standing trade issues.

Students living in New 
Zealand are also optimistic 
that the historic diplomatic 
meeting will yield positive 
welfare outcomes for them. 
Others noted that the visit 
would show India's strong 
leadership to the wider Pa-
cific region while creating 
multiple fresh avenues for 
business and cultural ex-
change.

With a large, vibrant In-
dian community already 
well-established in New 
Zealand, the diaspora be-
lieves this visit serves as a 
massive milestone that will 
cement deeper friendships 
between the two democra-
cies. The entire community 
is united in their joy, eager-
ly counting down the hours 
until his arrival.

IN THE COURT OF THE HON’BLE 
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT JUDGE,HOSUR

IA.No: 06/2024
IN

OS.NO. 166/2022
Venappa@Venugopal    vs             Petitioner/Plaintiff

Yellappa and others           Respondents/Defendants

Suganya D/o Late Anjinappa, W/o Lakshmanan 
Hindu, Aged about 41 years, D.No:755, A Cross 
4th Main, Jayanagar 3rd Block, Bangalore East-
560011.

NOTICE
Respondent No.3/PP.3

Please take notice that the above Petitioner has 
filed the above suit for Partition of suit schedule of 
property. The above case is posted to 24.07.2026 
for your are hereby directed to appear before this 
appearance. You Respondent No.3 Honourable 
Court on 24.07.2026 at 10.00 AM either in person 
or through pleader and state your objections if 
any. Failing which, this Honourable Court will be 
pleased to pass an exparte order against you.

23.06.2026
HOSUR                                   /By the order of Court/

              SD/- 
M. PRAVEEN KUMAR 

B.Sc., LL.B., ADVOCATE, HOSUR

UK lawmakers seek 
accountability for PoK 

violations
LONDON

 
Several British parliamentar-
ians have raised grave con-
cerns over an escalating hu-
man rights crisis in Paki-
s tan-occupied  Kashmir 
(PoK). The region has been 
gripped by severe unrest, 
leaving dozens of innocent 
civilians dead or injured fol-
lowing a brutal crackdown by 
Pakistani security forces.

The territory currently re-
mains under a strict, forced 
lockdown, a heavy curfew, 
and a complete communica-
tions blackout. Speaking di-
rectly in the British Parlia-
ment, Conservative MP Bob 
Blackman stated that Paki-
stani forces opened fire on 
peaceful demonstrators who 
were standing up for basic hu-
man rights, food security, and 
regional safety.

Blackman revealed that 
more than 30 people were 
killed and over 200 injured 

during the state-led violence, 
including several British na-
tionals. He strongly ques-
tioned the UK government on 
whether it had officially sum-
moned Pakistan’s High Com-
missioner to protest the unac-
ceptable actions and protect 
innocent bystanders.

Another UK lawmaker, Im-
ran Hussain, voiced serious 
anxieties during the parlia-
mentary debate. He highlight-
ed a complete breakdown in 
dialogue between authorities 
and local grassroots organiza-
tions, alongside arbitrary ar-
rests and a rising death toll.

Hussain labeled recent re-
ports regarding restrictions on 
the movement of essential 
medical supplies and food 
into PoK as deeply alarming. 
He noted that groups like the 
Joint Awami Action Commit-
tee had spent months trying to 
peacefully negotiate econom-
ic and civic governance is-
sues. 

61 deaths in Bangladesh prison spark alarm
DHAKA

 
Bangladesh's Awami League 
has raised major concerns 
over the tragic deaths of 61 
inmates within the country's 
prisons during the first half of 
2026. The political party stat-
ed that this alarming trend 
bears a striking and dangerous 
resemblance to the high pris-
on death tolls recorded under 
previous regimes.

The figures were made pub-
lic after the Dhaka-based hu-
man rights group, Ain o Sal-
ish Kendra, documented the 
fatalities spanning from Janu-
ary to June this year. Accord-
ing to their investigation, the 
victims included 24 convicted 
inmates and 37 under-trial 
prisoners who had not yet 
been found guilty of any 
crime. The capital division of 

Dhaka recorded the highest 
number of casualties, ac-
counting for 36 of the total 
cases.

Condemning the incident, 
the Awami League empha-
sized that the state bears full 
constitutional responsibility 
for the safety and well-being 
of every single citizen placed 
in jail custody. They argued 
that when individuals lose 
their lives before their legal 
trials can even conclude, it 
heavily undermines the rule 
of law and damages public 
faith in the entire justice sys-
tem.

The party further noted that 
even for convicted prisoners, 
a jail sentence does not give 
the government the right to 
deprive them of life. Serious 
questions are now being 
raised regarding whether 

these sudden deaths were 
caused by physical vio-
lence, systemic abuse, or 
severe medical negligence 
by prison authorities.

Critics have strongly ac-
cused the current adminis-
tration of failing to provide 
transparent,  satisfactory 
explanations for the fatali-
ties. They argue that the 
ongoing crisis reflects a 
deep and worrying lack of 
accountability within the 
state's correctional facili-
ties. 

The political opposition 
is now urging immediate 
oversight and sweeping in-
stitutional reforms to guar-
antee human rights protec-
tion, ensuring that an arrest 
does not turn into a death 
sentence for citizens wait-
ing for their day in court.

PAKISTAN LAUNCHES SEARCH FOR 
MISSING BOEING FREIGHTER

KARACHI
 

Pakistani rescue teams are 
scouring the Arabian Sea fol-
lowing the terrifying disap-
pearance of a Boeing cargo 
plane. The converted freight-
er, carrying five crew mem-
bers, completely lost touch 
with air traffic controllers 
during its final approach to-
ward the coastal city of Kara-
chi. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has directed emergency 
teams to drastically accelerate 
their sea-based search and 
rescue operations. While au-
thorities have not made an 
official declaration regarding 
the status of the crew, Prime 
Minister Sharif has already 
extended his heartfelt condo-
lences to their anxious fami-

lies. K2 Airways, the private 
carrier operating the flight, 
confirmed that the missing 
team includes two pilots, two 
flight engineers, and one op-
erational support staffer. 

The initial flight records 
paint a chaotic picture of the 
aircraft's final moments. Ac-
cording to tracking data pro-
vided by Flightradar24, the 
27-year-old aircraft suddenly 
reported a severe navigation 
system problem. Local air 
traffic controllers immediate-
ly tried to guide the pilots, but 
radar systems quickly showed 
the plane executing highly un-
usual and sharp altitude 
swings. It plunged thousands 
of feet before abruptly climb-
ing, only to enter a final, cat-
astrophic dive from 36,550 
feet. 

26 killed in Sri Lanka’s Negombo jail riot
COLOMBO

 
Devastated families across 
Sri Lanka are mourning the 
loss of 26 people killed 
during a horrific two-day 
prison riot. The violent out-

break, which erupted in the 
coastal town of Negombo, 
has been declared the na-
tion’s worst correctional fa-
cility crisis in years, claim-
ing the lives of seven prison 
officials and 19 inmates. 

Grieving relatives gath-
ered in tears at Welikada 
Prison as the bodies of the 
slain officers, draped in the 
national flag, were brought 
to Colombo. Among the 
victims was 41-year-old 

Sergeant S.D.S Abeyward-
ana, a former Navy veteran. 
He belonged to an elite an-
ti-corruption unit deployed 
to restore order when clash-
es escalated. Officers were 
bruta l ly  a t tacked wi th 

bricks and clubs by rioting 
inmates attempting a mass 
jailbreak. The bodies of the 
19 deceased prisoners have 
also been released to their 
families following postmor-
tems. 
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NEW YORK

The race for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup has narrowed to 

eight contenders, setting 
the stage for a series 
of blockbuster quar-
te r- f ina l  c lashes 
across the United 

States as football's 
elite battle for a 
place in the last 

four.
Reigning champions Ar-

gentina, tournament favour-
ites France, European 
champions Spain and En-
gland headline a star-stud-
ded quarter-final lineup, 
while Morocco, Belgium, 

N o r - w a y  a n d 
S w i t z e r -
land seek 
to  upset 
the estab-

l i s h e d 
order 

and 

keep their title dreams alive.
France enter their clash against 

Morocco in Boston as one of the 
tournament's standout teams. Di-
dier Deschamps' side have com-
bined defensive solidity with at-
tacking flair, powered by stars 
Kylian Mbappe, Ousmane Dem-
bele, Michael Olise and Bradley 
Barcola. Morocco, however, ar-
rive unbeaten after eliminating 
the Netherlands on penalties and 
thrashing co-hosts Canada 3-0. 
The Atlas Lions will also be mo-
tivated by memories of their 
semi-final defeat to France at the 
2022 World Cup.

Spain, meanwhile, continue to 
impress with remarkable defen-
sive discipline. The European 
champions became the first team 
to register six consecutive clean 
sheets at a World Cup after edg-
ing Portugal in the previous 
round. While teenage sensation 
Lamine Yamal has shown flashes 
of brilliance, striker Mikel Oyar-
zabal has emerged as Spain's 
leading scorer. Belgium, inspired 
by veterans Kevin De Bruyne 
and Romelu Lukaku, will hope to 
extend what could be the final 
World Cup campaign for the na-
tion's celebrated Golden Genera-
tion.

England face arguably their 

toughest challenge yet against 
Erling Haaland's Norway in Mi-
ami. Harry Kane and Jude Bell-
ingham have spearheaded En-
gland's attack, but Haaland has 
been in sensational form, scoring 
seven goals and finding the net 
in each of Norway's last 14 com-
petitive matches.

Defending champions Argen-
tina take on Switzerland after 
surviving dramatic encounters 
against Cape Verde and Egypt. 
Lionel Messi once again inspired 
remarkable comebacks, underlin-
ing his enduring influence as Ar-
gentina pursue a fourth 
world title. Switzerland, 
quarter-finalists for the 
first time since 1954, 
have built their cam-
paign on defensive or-
ganisation and resil-
ience.

With global stars, historic 
rivalries and contrasting 
styles on display, the quar-
ter-finals promise four com-
pelling contests that could 
shape the legacy of the 2026 
World Cup. Every match 
now carries enormous 
significance as the road 
to football's ultimate 
prize enters its deci-
sive phase.

World Cup quarter-finals 
set for blockbuster clashes

Kylian Mbappe
Achraf Hakimi

Granit Xhaka

Youri Tielemans

Lionel Messi

Rodri

Hary kane Martin Ødegaard

EU lawmakers 
seek FIFA probe 

over Infantino role
BRUSSELS

Dozens of European law-
makers have called for an 
investigation into FIFA 
president Gianni Infan-
tino over the controver-
sial decision to allow 
United States striker 
Folarin Balogun to 
play despite receiving 
a red card earlier in the 
2026 FIFA World Cup.

The lawmakers are 
seeking support within 
the European Parlia-
ment and have urged 

national football associ-
ations across the European 
Union to press FIFA's Ethics 
Committee to examine 
whether political influence 
played a role in overturning 

Balogun's suspension.
Balogun was sent off 

during the United States' 
World Cup victory over Bos-
nia and Herzegovina on July 
1. Under normal tournament 
regulations, the dismissal 
would have ruled him out of 
the next match. However, 
FIFA lifted the suspension 
ahead of Monday's clash after 
US President Donald Trump 
reportedly intervened with In-
fantino on behalf of the striker.

FIFA has maintained that 
the decision was taken inde-
pendently by its disciplinary 
committee and not by the 
FIFA president.

European Parliament mem-
bers Barry Andrews, Lara 
Wolters and Niels Fuglsang 
criticised the move in a joint 
statement, describing the deci-
sion to alter the application of 
red-card suspension rules 
during the tournament as "a 
disgrace and a perversion of 
justice."

The lawmakers alleged that 

the incident raised serious con-
cerns about FIFA's indepen-
dence and adherence to its prin-
ciples of political neutrality. 
They are asking the FIFA Ethics 
Committee to investigate wheth-
er pressure from the Trump ad-
ministration influenced the dis-
ciplinary process and to exam-
ine what they described as other 
potential breaches of political 
neutrality, including FIFA's de-
cision to award Trump the FIFA 
Peace Prize.

According to the lawmakers, 
at least 35 members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament have al-
ready signed the letter support-
ing the demand for an inquiry.

"The beauty of sport is that 
it is based on impartial and 
transparent rules. When polit-
ical pressure determines who 
gets to play, that sense of fair-
ness disappears," the legisla-
tors said.

The controversy has reignit-
ed debate over governance 
and transparency within world 
football's governing body at a 
time when the World Cup has 
entered its decisive knockout 
stages. While FIFA continues 
to insist that its judicial bodies 
operate independently, the 
lawmakers argue that only a 
formal ethics investigation 
can restore confidence in the 
organisation's decision-mak-
ing process and ensure that 
sporting regulations are ap-
plied fairly and consistently, 
regardless of external political 
influence.

European legislators 
question FIFA's 

impartiality after 
controversial decision 
involving United States 

striker Balogun

SWITZERLAND REACH 
FIRST WORLD CUP 

QUARTERS SINCE 1954

VANCOUVER

Switzerland reached the FIFA 
World Cup quarter-finals for 
the first time in 72 years after 
Ruben Vargas converted the 
winning penalty in a tense 4-3 
shootout victory over Colom-
bia following a goalless draw 
in their Round of 16 clash.

The hard-fought triumph at 
BC Place sent the Swiss into 
the last eight for the first time 
since they hosted the tourna-
ment in 1954. They will now 
face defending champions 
Argentina in Kansas City on 
Saturday after Lionel Messi's 
side completed a dramatic 
comeback victory over Egypt 
earlier in the day.

In a closely contested en-
counter, Switzerland relied on 
their disciplined defensive 
structure to frustrate an at-
tack-minded Colombian side 
backed by a partisan crowd of 
52,497, most of whom were 
dressed in yellow.

Neither team managed to 
break the deadlock through 
regulation or extra time de-
spite creating several chances. 
Colombia came closest during 
extra time when Jhon Lucu-
mi's powerful header struck 
the crossbar, while Switzer-
land also threatened through 
Fabian Reider and Dan Ndoye 
but failed to find the break-
through.

The match was ultimately 
decided from the penalty spot, 
where Switzerland held their 
nerve. Colombia's hopes fad-
ed after defender Davinson 
Sanchez struck the crossbar 
and goalkeeper Gregor Kobel 
brilliantly denied Cucho Her-
nandez. Vargas, who had en-
tered late after recovering 
from a minor fitness concern, 
calmly slotted home the deci-
sive penalty to spark jubilant 
celebrations.

Kobel, one of Switzerland's 
standout performers, praised 
his teammates for overcoming 
adversity after injuries ruled 
out key players, including 
promising midfielder Johan 
Manzambi.

"They had the crowd be-
hind them, so it was a tough 
game. We stayed mentally 
strong, and that's what made 
the difference," the goalkeep-
er said.

Switzerland coach Murat 
Yakin described the achieve-
ment as a proud moment for 
his country and welcomed the 
opportunity to face Argentina 
in the quarter-finals.

For Colombia, the defeat 
ended an impressive World 
Cup campaign that marked 
their return to the tournament 
after missing the 2022 edi-
tion. Midfielder John Arias 
admitted the loss was heart-
breaking, saying the team had 
dreamed of going much fur-
ther after receiving over-
whelming support from fans.

Switzerland's resilience, de-
fensive discipline and compo-
sure under pressure have car-
ried them into the last eight, 
where they now face the for-
midable challenge of stopping 
Lionel Messi and the reigning 
world champions in one of 
the tournament's most antici-
pated quarter-final clashes.

Ruben Vargas 
seals dramatic 

shootout victory 
as resilient Swiss 
script historic WC 

milestone

Captain leads remarkable late revival as 
defending champions overturn two-goal 

deficit against determined Egypt

Messi Magic Keeps 
Argentina Alive

ATLANTA

Lionel Messi once again 
proved why he remains foot-
ball's greatest difference-mak-
er, inspiring Argentina to a 
sensational late comeback as 
the defending champions re-
covered from two goals down 
to defeat Egypt 3-2 and book 
their place in the FIFA World 
Cup quarter-finals.

For nearly 75 minutes, Ar-
gentina looked des-
tined for an early 
exit. Their usually 
reliable captain en-
dured an unusually 
subdued afternoon, 
misplacing passes 
and even seeing a 
penalty saved—his 
second spot-kick fail-
ure of the tourna-
ment. Egypt, mean-
while, executed their 
counter-attacking plan to per-
fection and fully deserved 
their two-goal advantage.

Led by the experienced Mo-
hamed Salah, with support 
from Mostafa Ziko and the 
lively Haissem Hassan, the 
Pharaohs repeatedly exposed 
Argentina's defence. They 
might even have extended 
their lead further had a mar-
ginal VAR decision not ruled 
out another goal.

As the second hydration 
break approached, the momen-
tum was firmly with Egypt. 
With Cristiano Ronaldo al-

ready eliminated from the 
tournament a day earlier, the 
prospect of Messi joining his 
long-time rival on the sidelines 
appeared increasingly likely.

Instead, the 39-year-old or-
chestrated one of the most dra-
matic turnarounds of the 
World Cup.

The comeback began in the 
77th minute when Messi float-
ed a pinpoint cross into the 
penalty area for Cristian 

Romero to head 
home, breathing 
fresh life into Ar-
gentina's campaign. 
The goal trans-
formed both the 
team and the atmo-
sphere inside the 
stadium.

With Argentina 
throwing numbers 
forward, Messi con-
tinued to dictate 

proceedings. After setting up 
Lautaro Martinez with another 
dangerous delivery, the veter-
an forward seized his own op-
portunity moments later. Gon-
zalo Montiel's pass found 
Messi inside the box, and the 
captain calmly fired home his 
eighth goal of the tournament 
to level the scores. The victory 
preserved Argentina's bid for a 
fourth World Cup title and 
highlighted the enduring influ-
ence of Messi, whose leader-
ship once again inspired his 
teammates when defeat 
seemed inevitable.

Egypt coach alleges FIFA 
bias after Argentina exit

GOTTERUP EMERGES AS GOLF’S NEW GLOBAL CONTENDER

ATLANTA

Egypt head coach Hossam 
Hassan has launched a scath-
ing attack on FIFA and the 
match officials following his 
side's dramatic 3-2 defeat to 
Argentina in the FIFA World 
Cup Round of 16, alleging 
that the defending champions 
benefited from biased referee-
ing during their remarkable 
late comeback.

Egypt appeared on course 
for one of the biggest upsets 
of the tournament after taking 
a 2-0 lead through Yasser 
Ibrahim's first-half header and 
Mostafa Ziko's well-crafted 
strike in the 67th minute. The 
North Africans had earlier 
seen another Ziko goal ruled 
out following a VAR review 
for a foul in the build-up.

However, Argentina staged 
an extraordinary turnaround 
in the closing stages. Cristian 
Romero sparked the come-
back in the 79th minute be-
fore Lionel Messi equalised 
five minutes later. Deep into 
stoppage time, Enzo Fernan-
dez completed the revival 
with the winning goal to send 
the reigning champions into 
the quarter-finals.

The decisive goal sparked 
furious protests from the 
Egyptian bench, with players 

and coaching staff claiming 
Mohamed Salah had been 
fouled in the build-up. They 
argued the incident should 
have received the same scru-
tiny as the earlier disallowed 
Egyptian goal.

An emotional  Hassan 
claimed Argentina had "re-
ceived support at every level" 
and suggested external influ-
ences had shaped the out-
come. "We looked better than 
the reigning champions, but 
the result was influenced by 
external factors off the pitch," 
Hassan told reporters.

The Egypt coach went fur-
ther by alleging that FIFA 
wanted Lionel Messi and Ar-
gentina to remain in the com-
petition, accusing football's 
governing body of denying 
his team a fair contest.

Hassan also criticised the 
referee's decisions throughout 
the match, revealing he had 
received a yellow card after 
confronting the official and 
making an anti-racism gesture 
during the heated exchanges.

"I told the referee that what 
was happening wasn't fair. It 
was an undeserved victory for 
Argentina," he said, adding 
that the controversial defeat 
had left him so disillusioned 
he no longer wished to watch 
the World Cup. 

NORTH BERWICK

Chris Gotterup's journey 
from an overlooked college 
golfer to one of the world's 
top-ranked players is a story 
of perseverance, adaptability 
and steady self-belief, with 
the American now emerging 
as one of golf's brightest 
young stars ahead of this 
week's Scottish Open.

Just a year ago, Gotterup 
arrived in Scotland ranked 
No. 158 in the world with 
only one PGA Tour victory 
to his name. Today, he re-
turns as world No. 7 and one 
of the game's most consis-
tent performers, having col-
lected four PGA Tour titles 
over the past 12 months.

His breakthrough began 
with an emotional Scottish 
Open triumph last year, 
where he outplayed home 
favourite Rory McIlroy in 
front of a partisan crowd. 

Since then, victories at the 
Sony Open, WM Phoenix 
Open and John Deere Clas-
sic have established the 
26-year-old as one of the 
most dangerous players on 
tour.

Remarkably, Gotterup be-
came the first golfer in at 
least 50 years to win three 
tournaments in a single sea-
son with final rounds of 64 
or better, including a spec-
tacular closing 62 at the 
John Deere Classic.

Despite his rapid ascent, 
the New Jersey native insists 
little has changed in his ap-
proach.

"I've just kept my head 
down and continued work-
ing hard with my coaches, 
family and girlfriend. We try 
to keep things simple," Got-
terup said.

His path to success was far 
from conventional. Prefer-
ring to compete close to 

home during his junior 
years, Gotterup initially at-
tended Rutgers University 
before transferring to Okla-
homa, seeking stronger com-
petition and more varied 
playing conditions after the 
COVID-19 pandemic dis-
rupted college golf.

The move proved transfor-
mative. He swept the presti-
gious Ben Hogan, Haskins 
and Jack Nicklaus Awards as 
the nation's top collegiate 
golfer before turning profes-
sional.

His recent victories have 
demonstrated remarkable 

versatility, coming on vastly 
different courses—from the 
windswept Scottish coastline 
and breezy layouts in Hawaii 
to the desert conditions of 
Arizona and the tree-lined 
fairways of Illinois.

Now preparing for another 
Scottish Open featuring 
world No. 1 Scottie Schef-
fler, Rory McIlroy, Jon 
Rahm and Patrick Reed, 
Gotterup enters with height-
ened expectations.

Last year's victory also 
earned him his maiden Open 
Championship appearance, 
where he finished an impres-
sive third at Royal Portrush.

Having proven his ability 
to succeed in diverse condi-
tions around the world, Got-
terup believes his best golf 
still lies ahead.

"I know what I'm capable 
of," he said. "Once you get a 
taste of success, you want 
more."
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Diversified feedstocks boost India’s ethanol supply resilience
NEW DELHI 

 
A diversified mix of grain 
feedstocks is strengthening In-
dia’s ethanol supply resilience 
and supporting the country’s 
biofuel expansion programme, 
the All India Distillers’ Asso-
ciation (AIDA) said. The asso-
ciation highlighted that multi-
ple raw materials are helping 
ensure stability in ethanol pro-
duction and reduce depen-
dence on any single feedstock. 

According to AIDA data, 
grain-based feedstocks have 
emerged as a major contributor 
to India’s ethanol supplies 

during the Ethanol Supply 
Year (ESY) 2025–26. Grain-
based ethanol accounted for 
nearly 67 percent of total sup-
plies, with maize becoming 
one of the largest sources for 
production. 

The shift towards a broader 

feedstock base, including 
maize, rice, and other grains, is 
helping distilleries maintain 
consistent ethanol output while 
supporting the government’s 
ethanol blending targets. AIDA 
said this diversification im-
proves supply security by al-
lowing producers to switch 
between different raw materi-
als based on availability and 
market conditions. 

India’s ethanol blending pro-
gramme is aimed at reducing 
dependence on imported fossil 
fuels, improving energy secu-
rity, and creating additional 
opportunities for the agricul-

tural sector. The growing use 
of grain-based ethanol has also 
provided farmers with new 
market opportunities for crops 
used as industrial feedstocks. 

AIDA data showed that eth-
anol supplies during ESY 
2025–26 have continued to 
expand, with overall supply 
reaching significant levels 
against contracted quantities. 
The association said the avail-
ability of multiple feedstocks 
will remain important as India 
scales up ethanol production 
capacity. 

Industry experts believe that 
continued investment in distil-

lation capacity, improved lo-
gistics, and efficient supply 
chains will be essential to sus-
tain ethanol growth. A bal-
anced approach involving dif-
ferent agricultural resources 
can help India achieve its re-
newable energy objectives 
while supporting rural eco-
nomic development.

The diversification of etha-
nol feedstocks marks a signif-
icant step in strengthening In-
dia’s biofuel ecosystem and 
building a more reliable sup-
ply chain for the country’s ex-
panding clean energy ambi-
tions. 

BIOFUEL SUPPLY RESILIENCE

QUICK READ

India’s credit card 
market triples over 

past decade

Gold, silver slip amid 
rising middle east 

tensions

Govt launches 
Handloom Hackathon 

for ‘Weaving Innovation’

New Delhi
India’s credit card market 
has expanded more than 

threefold over the past 
decade, with younger 

consumers and residents 
of semi-urban and rural 
areas driving growth, ac-
cording to a TransUnion 
CIBIL report. Credit card 
penetration stood at 25 
percent of credit-active 
consumers as of March 
2026, indicating signifi-
cant growth potential. 
Cardholders increased 

from 1.4 crore in 2016 to 
5.2 crore in 2026, while 

active cards reached 10.7 
crore and outstanding 

balances climbed to Rs 
3.1 lakh crore. The report 

also found many first-
time cardholders already 
held multiple credit prod-
ucts, reflecting a deeper, 
more diversified, and in-
creasingly formal con-

sumer credit ecosystem 
across India.

Mumbai
Gold and silver prices de-
clined on Wednesday as 
heightened Middle East 

tensions weighed on 
commodity markets fol-
lowing fresh US military 

strikes on Iran. On the 
MCX, gold futures fell to 

around Rs 1,45,000 per 10 
grams, while silver 

dropped to about Rs 
2,29,400 per kg in early 

trade. International prices 
also weakened, with 

COMEX gold and silver 
trading lower. Analysts 

said both metals remain 
under pressure after fall-
ing below key technical 

levels, with rising open in-
terest indicating fresh 
short positions. Mean-
while, crude oil prices 

surged over three percent 
as concerns over supply 

disruptions boosted glob-
al energy markets.

New Delhi
The government has 
launched Handloom 

Hackathon 2026, “Weav-
ing Innovation”, to pro-

mote technology, design, 
entrepreneurship and 

sustainable solutions for 
India’s handloom sector. 

Organised by the Office of 
the Development Com-
missioner (Handlooms), 

Ministry of Textiles, the in-
itiative will conclude with 
a grand finale on August 1 
at IIT Delhi’s Foundation 
for Innovation and Tech-

nology Transfer. Students, 
weavers, artisans, start-

ups, researchers and pro-
fessionals can participate 
by submitting innovative 
ideas across design, sus-

tainability, digital technol-
ogies, market access and 

supply chain improve-
ment. The hackathon 

aims to identify scalable 
solutions, encourage col-

laboration and support 
the modernisation.

India-ASEAN bilateral trade 
touches $128 billion in FY26

India-ASEAN trade reaches $128 billion, boosting economic 
partnership through AITIGA review talks

NEW DELHI
 

Bilateral trade between India 
and the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
reached $128 billion during 
2025–26, highlighting the 
growing economic partner-
ship and expanding opportu-
nities for trade and invest-
ment cooperation, the Minis-
try of Commerce and Indus-
try said on Wednesday.

ASEAN continues to re-
main one of India’s key trad-
ing partners, accounting for 
around 11 percent of India’s 
total global trade, according 
to an official statement.

To further strengthen eco-
nomic ties, India is hosting 
the 13th ASEAN-India Trade 
in Goods Agreement Joint 
Committee Meeting and re-

lated discussions from July 6 
to 10. The meetings are fo-
cused on reviewing progress 
under the AITIGA Review 
and improving the frame-
work governing trade in 
goods between India and 
ASEAN nations.

The Joint  Committee 
meeting provided strategic 
g u i d a n c e  t o  v a r i o u s 
sub-committees and called 
for faster completion of 
pending chapters under the 

AITIGA Review. The com-
mittees have been assigned 
time-bound targets and en-
couraged to work closely to-
wards achieving meaningful 
outcomes within agreed 
timelines.

The ministry said three of 
the eight sub-committees un-
der the AITIGA Joint Com-
mittee are currently holding 
discussions alongside the 
main meeting. These include 
the Sub-Committee on Cus-

toms Procedures and Trade 
Facilitation, the Sub-Com-
mittee on National Treatment 
and Market Access, and the 
Sub-Committee on Rules of 
Origin.

The ongoing negotiations 
aim to enhance cooperation, 
improve market access, 
strengthen trade facilitation 
measures, and build greater 
understanding between India 
and ASEAN member coun-
tries.

The 13th AITIGA Joint 
Committee meeting is being 
co-chaired by Nitin Kumar 
Yadav and Mastura Ahmad 
Mustafa. The discussions are 
expected to play an important 
role in shaping the future di-
rection of India-ASEAN 
trade relations and promoting 
deeper economic integration.

Digital economy drives 
India’s future growth 

and inclusion: Ahluwalia
NEW DELHI

 
India’s digital economy has 
emerged as a key pillar of the 
country’s future economic 
and social advancement, ex-
perts said at a conclave on 
digital payments held in the 
national capital. They high-
lighted the need to balance 
innovation with trust, resil-
ience, consumer protection, 
and inclusive growth to sus-
tain the momentum of digital 
transformation.

The Digital Payments con-
clave was organised by Chin-
tan Research Foundation in 
partnership with Ikigai Law 
and Koan Advisory Group. 
The event brought together 
policymakers, regulators, in-
dustry leaders, legal experts, 
technologists, and researchers 
to discuss the future of India’s 
digital payments ecosystem 
and the policy framework re-
quired for its expansion.

In his inaugural address, 
Sanjeev Ahluwalia said Digi-
tal Public Infrastructure (DPI) 
and digital payments have 
played a transformative role 
in expanding financial inclu-
sion and improving economic 
efficiency.

Deepak Mishra said digital-
isation cannot simply be ad-
opted from elsewhere but 
must be built on strong hu-
man capital, institutional 
trust, and sustained invest-
ment. He added that current 
users of artificial intelligence 
(AI) could become future in-

novators if they engage with 
emerging technologies re-
sponsibly.

Rajat Kathuria highlighted 
that India’s digital public in-
frastructure, built on trust, can 
boost productivity through 
research, data infrastructure, 
and high-value digital ser-
vices. However, he stressed 
the importance of protecting 
identity, consent, and accessi-
bility.

Experts also discussed the 
next phase of digital pay-
ments. National Payments 
Corporation of India former 
COO Balakrishnan Ma-
hadevan said the future of 
Unified Payments Interface 
should focus on resilience, 
redundancy, and AI-based 
fraud detection.

Participants also called for 
stronger cybersecurity mea-
sures, improved consumer 
awareness, and coordinated 
efforts to tackle digital fraud. 
They said these steps will 
help build a secure, inclusive, 
and globally competitive dig-
ital payments ecosystem 
aligned with India’s vision of 
Viksit Bharat 2047.

India’s digital economy 
emerges as a growth 

pillar, with experts 
stressing innovation, 

trust, cybersecurity, and 
inclusive digital 

payments for sustainable 
economic and social 

progress

EPFO completes CITES database migration, enabling faster claims, automated 
services, and seamless access for millions of provident fund members nationwide.

EPFO completes CITES project 
to modernise member services

NEW DELHI
 

The Employees' Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
has completed the migration 
of its entire member records 
database to a new centralised 
national database under the 
Centralised IT Enabled Ser-
vices (CITES) Project, aimed 
at modernising service deliv-
ery through automation and 
rule-based processing.

The initiative is expected to 
improve operational efficien-
cy, enhance transparency, and 
provide faster, citizen-centric 
services to millions of EPFO 
members. Under the new sys-
tem, service requests will no 
longer remain linked to a spe-
cific regional office and can 
be processed from any autho-
rised location across India.

The CITES Project intro-
duces several features, includ-
ing faster annual interest cred-
it, easier access to account 
information, quicker claim 

settlements, automatic provi-
dent fund transfers after job 
changes, and simplified pen-
sion-related services.

For the financial year 2025-
26, EPFO’s annual interest 
rate of 8.25 percent will be 
automatically processed for 
around 34 crore member ac-
counts involving an estimated 
amount of over Rs 1.44 lakh 
crore. After verification by 
field authorities, members 
will be able to view the inter-
est credit in their passbooks 
by July 15. Earlier, such cred-
its often took several months 
after the interest rate an-
nouncement.The new unified 
digital interface will allow 
members to access their mem-
bership details, provident 
fund balances, claim status, 
pensionable service records, 
and benefits through a single 
platform. Previously, member 
information was spread across 
multiple systems.

EPFO said automated 

pre-validation of claims will 
identify errors and missing 
information before process-
ing, reducing rejection rates 
and improving first-time ap-
proval chances. The auto-set-
tlement limit for fully KYC-
linked advance claims has 
also been increased from Rs 1 
lakh to Rs 5 lakh.

The centralised payment 
system will enable faster elec-
tronic settlements directly 
into members’ bank accounts 
on the day of approval. Mem-
bers changing jobs will also 
benefit from automatic trans-
fer of Aadhaar-linked Univer-
sal Account Number (UAN) 
accounts without submitting 
separate transfer applications.

Pensioners under the Em-
ployees’ Pension Scheme 
(EPS) will now be able to ac-
cess services from any PF of-
fice and submit life certifi-
cates more conveniently 
through the centralised 
 system.

AI creating new roles, say most 
Indian C-suite leaders

NEW DELHI
 

As artificial intelligence (AI) 
transforms workplaces, 84 
per cent of Indian C-suite 
leaders say the technology is 
creating new roles within 
their organisations.

The report found that the 
optimism is strongest among 
Chief Marketing Officers 
(CMOs), with 94 per cent 
saying AI is generating new 
job opportunities, underlin-
ing the technology's growing 
influence across business 
functions.

AI is also becoming cen-
tral to corporate deci-
sion-making, with 84 per 
cent of Indian C-suite lead-
ers saying insights generated 
by AI tools now play a sig-
nificant role in their deci-
sion-making processes. 
However, the rapid pace of 
AI adoption is creating new 
challenges. Nearly four in 
five senior executives said 
they are under pressure to 
implement AI faster than 
they can effectively measure 
its business impact.

The pressure is particular-
ly high among CMOs, with 
82 per cent reporting the 
challenge, followed closely 
by Chief Technology Offi-
cers (CTOs) at 81 per cent.

The report also highlight-
ed that 39 per cent of senior 
executives consider making 
quick decisions amid con-
stant uncertainty as one of 
their biggest leadership chal-
lenges. This concern is most 
pronounced among CMOs 
(46 per cent) and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officers (CEOs), 
where 43 per cent identified 

it as a major issue.
Kumaresh Pattabiraman 

said India's C-suite leaders 
are entering a more demand-
ing phase, with AI shorten-
ing the relevance of tradi-
tional business strategies. He 
noted that leaders must make 
faster decisions, adapt to 
constant change, and remain 
open to new evidence de-
spite the absence of clear 
roadmaps.

The report also found that 
Millennials now account for 
55 per cent of India's 
C-suite, making them the 
largest generational group 
among senior executives. 
Meanwhile, 51 per cent of 
respondents admitted they 
lack clear visibility into the 
future skills and roles their 
organisations will require, 
with the concern highest 
among CMOs at 58 per cent.

Despite these challenges, 
nearly nine in 10 Indian 
C-suite leaders identified in-
novation as the most import-
ant outcome expected from 
AI investments, reflecting 
strong confidence in the 
technology's long-term busi-
ness potential.
n AI creating new roles 
across organisations 
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Tata Motors targets 1.2 million 
annual PV sales by FY30

NEW DELHI 
 

Tata Motors has unveiled an 
ambitious roadmap for its 
passenger vehicle (PV) busi-
ness, aiming to achieve annu-
al sales of more than 1.2 mil-
lion units by FY30, secure a 
20 percent share of the do-
mestic passenger vehicle mar-
ket, and generate revenues of 
Rs 1.4 lakh crore by FY31. 
The company plans to invest 
nearly Rs 40,000 crore in new 
products and manufacturing 
capacity to support its long-
term growth strategy.

Speaking at the company's 
81st Annual General Meeting 
held virtually on Wednesday, 
Chairman Natarajan Chan-
drasekaran said the automaker 
is targeting a tenfold increase 
in passenger vehicle volumes 
between FY20 and FY30. He 

noted that the company aims 
to raise its market share from 
the current 14.2 percent to 20 
percent by the end of the de-
cade.

As part of its expansion 
strategy, Tata Motors will in-
troduce six new passenger 
vehicle nameplates and un-
dertake more than 20 product 
refreshes over the next five 
years. The company also ex-
pects electric vehicles to con-
tribute more than 30 percent 
of its total passenger vehicle 
sales by FY30, reflecting its 
commitment to sustainable 

mobility and the growing de-
mand for EVs.

Managing Director and 
CEO Shailesh Chandra said 
the passenger vehicle busi-
ness is targeting revenues of 
Rs 1.4 lakh crore by FY31, 
supported by double-digit 
EBITDA margins and an 
EBIT margin of more than 5 
percent. He added that the 
company expects profit be-
fore tax to increase to more 
than five times its current lev-
el.

The company plans to in-
vest around Rs 40,000 crore 
in product development, ad-
vanced technologies, and 
manufacturing expansion 
while targeting free cash 
flows of Rs 10,000 crore. Tata 
Motors believes its aggressive 
investment strategy, expand-
ing product portfolio.

KOSPI triggers 
sell-side sidecar 

after sharp 
market fall

NEW DELHI
 

South Korea’s benchmark 
Korea Composite Stock 
Price Index (KOSPI) trig-
gered a sell-side sidecar 
mechanism on Wednesday 
after a steep decline in the 
index led to a temporary 
suspension of program trad-
ing.

The Korea Exchange ac-
tivated the measure at 
around 1:31 p.m., halting 
program trading for five 
minutes as the market faced 
heavy selling pressure.

The KOSPI witnessed 
broad-based losses as in-
vestors sold technology and 
large-cap stocks while reas-
sessing the outlook for arti-
ficial intelligence (AI)-re-
lated investments. Foreign 
and individual investors 
sold shares worth a com-
bined 784 billion won 
(around $519 million) by 
1:40 p.m., surpassing insti-
tutional purchases of 767.9 
billion won, according to 
reports.

SBI research seeks 
priority lending 

reforms for Viksit 
Bharat

NEW DELHI
 

State Bank of India Research has 
called for a comprehensive re-
view and overhaul of priority 
sector lending (PSL) norms to 
align credit delivery with India’s 
long-term development objec-
tives under the Viksit Bharat vi-
sion. 

The research report said 
evolving economic requirements 
and changing financial inclusion 
priorities warrant a fresh assess-
ment of the existing PSL frame-
work. It suggested that lending 
guidelines should be redesigned 
to better support emerging sec-
tors, improve credit access, and 
ensure efficient allocation of 
funds. 

Priority sector lending norms 
are aimed at directing bank cred-
it towards important segments. Airbus Airplane Deliveries Jump 15 %

TOULOUSE 
 

Airbus is picking up speed. 
The European aviation giant 
announced that it delivered 
351 airplanes during the first 
half of 2026. This represents 
a solid 15% increase com-
pared to the 306 jets handed 
over during the same period 
last year.

In June alone, the company 
successfully delivered 89 air-
craft. Industry experts be-
lieve these numbers put Air-
bus in a good position to 
meet its official goal of 870 
total deliveries by the end of 
the year. There is even grow-
ing confidence within the 
company that it might reach 
an informal target of 900, 
though its formal guidance 
remains unchanged for now.

The progress comes de-
spite ongoing challenges. 
Earlier this year, the manu-
facturer faced significant 
supply chain issues and en-
gine shortages that slowed 
down production, particular-
ly during the first quarter. 
These hurdles allowed its 
American rival, Boeing, to 
briefly take the lead in deliv-
ery numbers earlier in the 
year. However, with engine 
availability now improving, 
Airbus is gaining momen-
tum.

Historically, the pace of 
aircraft deliveries tends to 
increase during the second 
half of the year, providing 
further optimism for the 
planemaker. In addition to its 
delivery success, the group 
reported strong sales activity.
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LONDON

Novak Djokovic produced one of the most courageous perfor-
mances of his illustrious career, battling through injury and 
exhaustion to defeat Canada's Felix Auger-Aliassime in the 
longest Wimbledon quarter-final on record and book a block-
buster semi-final against defending champion Jannik Sinner.

The seven-time Wimbledon champion prevailed 7-6 (12/10), 
3-6, 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (10/4) after an epic five 
hours and 15 minutes on Centre Court, keeping 
alive his quest for a record 25th Grand Slam title 
and an eighth Wimbledon crown. The 39-year-
old Serb suffered a left calf injury during the 
opening set and required lengthy medi-
cal treatment. Despite obvious dis-
comfort, Djokovic recovered to edge 
a gripping first-set tie-break before 
digging deep to overcome the 
third-seeded Canadian in swel-
tering conditions.

"It was with a racquet and a 
lot of heart," Djokovic said 
after the match. "These are the 
moments I still play tennis for."

The victory sends Djokovic into a re-
cord-extending 15th Wimbledon semi-final 
and his 55th Grand Slam last-four appearance. 
It is also his eighth consecutive Wimbledon 
semi-final, surpassing Roger Federer's previous 
record for the longest streak of men's singles 
semi-final appearances at the All England Club.

Djokovic will now face world No. 1 Jannik 
Sinner, who advanced comfortably with a 
straight-sets victory over Germany's Jan-Len-
nard Struff earlier on Tuesday. While Sinner 
enjoyed a relatively straightforward passage 
into the last four, Djokovic endured a physi-
cally draining contest that could test his re-
covery before Friday's showdown. The Ser-
bian great leads Sinner 5-6 in their overall 
rivalry and has beaten the Italian twice pre-
viously at Wimbledon, although Sinner pre-
vailed in last year's semi-final before 
Djokovic gained revenge at the Australian 
Open earlier this season. 

CHENNAI

Sanju Samson's omission 
from India's T20I squad 
for the upcoming Zim-
babwe tour has reignit-
ed questions over the 
national selectors' ap-
proach, with the wick-
etkeeper-batter's ex-

clusion coming 
less than two 
days after he lost 
his place in the 
p l a y i n g  X I 
during the ongo-

ing series against 
England.

The 31-year-old, who 
was replaced by teenage 
o p e n e r  Va i b h a v 

Sooryavanshi for the 
second T20I, has also 
been left out of the 

three-match Zimbabwe 
series beginning July 23. In 
his place, the selectors have 
picked fellow wicketkeep-
er-opener Prabhsimran Singh.

What has added to the con-
fusion is the absence of any 
official clarification from the 

selection committee. The 
BCCI announcement neither 
stated that Samson had been 
rested nor that he had been 
dropped, leaving room for 
speculation about his future in 
India's T20 plans.

The omission comes de-
spite Samson's remarkable 
contribution to India's trium-
phant 2026 T20 World Cup 
campaign, where he was 
named Player of the Tourna-
ment after producing three 
match-winning knocks, in-
cluding decisive performanc-
es in the semifinal and final. 
His recent run of scores reads 
97 not out, 89, 89, followed 
by 5, 0 and 1.

While Samson remains 
part of India's squad for the 
Asian Games in Japan, 
where cricket will also be 
played in the T20 format, 
experts have questioned the 
logic behind resting a player 
who features in only one in-
ternational format.

Former India off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin also 
criticised the move, suggest-

ing the decision could create 
uncertainty within the dress-
ing room. Ashwin argued that 
frequent changes despite 
strong performances could 
affect player confidence and 
send an unsettling message to 
the rest of the squad.

Samson's international ca-
reer has been marked by re-
peated comebacks after being 
sidelined. 

Since becoming an opener 
in 2024, he has alternated be-
tween starring performances 
and unexpected exclusions as 
India reshuffled combina-
tions involving Abhishek 
Sharma, Shubman Gill and 
Ishan Kishan.

The selectors appear keen 
to accelerate India's transition 
by backing young talents such 
as Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and 
Prabhsimran Singh. However, 
Samson's latest omission has 
once again highlighted con-
cerns over consistency, trans-
parency and long-term plan-
ning, leaving more questions 
than answers about India's 
T20 selection strategy.

Samson's omission 
sparks debate over 

India's selection  policy

Keeper-batter's 
exclusion from 

Zimbabwe tour raises 
fresh doubts over 

selection consistency 
and clarity

Laxman set to coach 
India on Zimbabwe tour 

NEW DELHI

Former India batter V.V.S. 
Laxman is set to take charge 
of the Indian men's team for 
the upcoming Zimbabwe tour 
and the Asian Games cam-
paign as the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
prepares to manage a de-
manding international sched-
ule with split squads.

According to reports, Lax-
man, who heads the BCCI's 
Centre of Excellence, will re-
place regular head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir for the two as-
signments while Gambhir re-
mains with the senior side for 
the home white-ball series 
against the West Indies.

India will tour Zimbabwe 
later this month for a three-
match T20I series in Harare 
on July 23, 25 and 27. The 
Asian Games men's cricket 
competition will then be held 
in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from 
September 24 to October 3.

The Asian Games schedule 
overlaps with the West Indies' 
tour of India, which features 
three One-Day Internationals 
and five T20 Internationals 
between September 27 and 
October 17. As a result, the 
BCCI is expected to field sep-
arate squads and coaching 

groups for 
the two si-
multane-
ous assign-
ments.

Laxman is 
no stranger to 
the role, having 
previously guided India on 
multiple occasions when the 
senior coaching staff was un-
available due to scheduling 
conflicts or other commit-
ments. His experience with 
emerging players through the 
Centre of Excellence also 
makes him a natural choice to 
oversee a squad likely to fea-
ture several young and fringe 

cricketers.
The split schedule could 

also require different captains 
for the parallel campaigns. 
Shreyas Iyer currently leads 
India's T20I side, while Shub-
man Gill captains the ODI 
and Test teams. The selectors 
are expected to finalise the 
leadership arrangements clos-
er to the tours.

The Zimbabwe series is 
likely to provide opportuni-
ties for promising youngsters 
and players on the fringes of 

the national team to stake 
their claim ahead of a 

busy international 
season. Similarly, 
the Asian Games 
will offer another 
platform for India's 
next generation to 

gain valuable inter-
national exposure.
With international 

cricket becoming increas-
ingly crowded, the BCCI has 
frequently relied on parallel 
squads and stand-in coaching 
staff in recent years. Lax-
man's anticipated appoint-
ment reflects the board's con-
tinued confidence in his abil-
ity to guide India's emerging 
talent while ensuring continu-
ity in the team's long-term 
development.

Former 
India batter 
expected to 
oversee split 

squads amid packed 
international 

cricket calendar 
this year

India 
capitulate 

as England seal 
125-run win, 

take 2-0 series 
lead

NOTTINGHAM

India endured one of 
their most humiliating 
batting collapses in T20 In-
ternationals, crashing to a re-
cord 125-run defeat against 
England in the third T20I at 
Trent Bridge as the hosts 
surged to an unassailable 2-0 
lead in the five-match series.

Chasing a challenging 202, 
India were bundled out for just 
76 in 11.4 overs after En-
gland's pace duo of Jofra Ar-
cher and Josh Tongue ripped 
through the top order with 
hostile spells. Tongue returned 
outstanding figures of 4/28, 
while Archer claimed 3/29, 
leaving India's batting in tat-
ters inside the Powerplay.

The contest was effectively 
over when India slumped to 52/5 
in five overs, with poor shot se-
lection, reckless strokeplay and 
questionable tactics contributing 
to the visitors' downfall. It be-
came India's heaviest defeat in 

T20Is in terms of runs.
Captain Shreyas Iyer's lean 

run continued as his side suf-
fered a fifth consecutive win-
less outing under head coach 
Gautam Gambhir. The deci-
sion to promote Harshit Rana 
ahead of Shivam Dube during 
the chase also raised eye-
brows.

Teenage sensation Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi briefly enter-
tained with two towering six-
es, including one each off 
Archer and Tongue, before 
falling for 13 to a sharp 
bouncer. Abhishek Sharma, 
Ishan Kishan, Iyer and Axar 
Patel all perished cheaply as 
England's fast bowlers ex-
ploited the conditions bril-

liantly.
Earlier, opener Phil 

Salt struck a composed 
70 off 44 balls to anchor 

England to 201/7 despite an 
impressive opening spell 
from Arshdeep Singh. Jos 
Buttler contributed a brisk 36, 
while Sam Curran provided 
the late fireworks with an un-
beaten 41 off 24 deliveries, 
helping England collect 89 
runs in the final eight overs.

India's pacers Harshit Rana 
(2/40), Prince Yadav (2/30) 
and Arshdeep had moments 
of success, but the spinners 
struggled to contain England's 
aggressive middle order, with 
Axar Patel conceding 49 runs 
and Varun Chakravarthy go-
ing wicketless.

With the opening match 
washed out by rain, England's 
emphatic victory gives them 
an unbeatable 2-0 lead, while 
India face the daunting task 
of restoring pride in the re-
maining two matches.

Djokovic survives marathon 
to set up Wimbledon semi-

final against Sinner

IOC provisionally lifts Russian 
Olympic Committee suspension 

ahead of Los Angeles 2028
LAUSANNE

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has provi-
sionally lifted the suspension 
of the Russian Olympic Com-
mittee (ROC), paving the way 
for Russia's gradual return to 
the Olympic movement ahead 
of the 2028 Los Angeles 
Games.

The decision, announced by 
the IOC Executive Board, 
ends a suspension imposed in 
October 2023 after the ROC 
recognised regional Olympic 
councils in the Russian-occu-
pied Ukrainian territories of 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia. The IOC 
had ruled that the move vio-
lated the Olympic Charter and 
undermined the territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine's National 
Olympic Committee.

While the suspension has 
been lifted, the IOC clarified 
that no decision has yet been 
taken on whether Russia will 
be permitted to compete un-
der its national flag, wear its 
official colours or have its an-
them played at future Olym-
pic Games. "The decision was 
taken following a thorough 
analysis by the IOC's Legal 
Affairs Commission," the 
governing body said, adding 
that the ROC no longer in-
cludes sports organisations 
from territories under the ju-
risdiction of Ukraine's Olym-
pic Committee.

The IOC also stated that the 
ROC had confirmed it would 

neither conduct nor support 
sporting activities in the dis-
puted territories. However, it 
emphasised that the situation 
would continue to be moni-
tored closely and reserved the 
right to impose fresh mea-
sures if necessary.

Russian Sports Minister 
Mikhail Degtyarev welcomed 
the development, describing it 
as a major breakthrough for 
Russian sport.

"Our country's return to the 
Olympic family is a green 
light for international federa-
tions to reinstate all our ath-
letes," Degtyarev said.

Russian athletes have com-

peted as neutrals in recent 
Olympic events, including the 
2024 Paris Summer Olympics 
and the 2026 Milano-Cortina 
Winter Games, following re-
strictions imposed after Rus-
sia's invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022.

The IOC's latest move sig-
nals a cautious easing of sanc-
tions while maintaining con-
ditions linked to compliance 
with the Olympic Charter. 
Individual international sports 
federations will now deter-
mine when and how Russian 
athletes can return to their 
competitions.

Afghanistan mourns Shapoor Zadran as former pacer dies at 38

Kumble blasts India’s batting 
collapse after England thrashing
NEW DELHI

Former India captain Anil 
Kumble has termed India's 
125-run defeat to England in 
the third T20I at Trent Bridge 
an "abject surrender", ques-
tioning the team's tactics, se-
lection policy and in-
ability to adapt under 
pressure.

Kumble said a world 
champion side should 
not have been bowled 
out for 76 while chasing 
202, praising England 
pacers Jofra Archer and 
Josh Tongue for executing 
their plans perfectly.

He criticised India's batters 
for adopting an overly aggres-
sive approach instead of 
showing patience against 
quality pace bowling. Kumble 

also questioned the frequent 
changes to the playing XI, 
particularly in the bowling 
unit, saying captain Shreyas 
Iyer needs a settled attack.

The former skipper further 
criticised the decision to pro-
mote Harshit Rana ahead of 

Shivam Dube and ex-
pressed surprise over  
Kuldeep Yadav's ex-
clusion from both the 
England and Zimba-
bwe squads.

F o r m e r  I n d i a 
all-rounder Abhishek 
Nayar attributed In-

dia's struggles to fatigue, un-
familiar conditions and poor 
confidence, urging the sup-
port staff to rebuild belief as 
England secured an unassail-
able 2-0 lead in the five-
match series.

NEW DELHI

Afghanistan cricket was 
plunged into mourning 
after former left-arm fast 
bowler Shapoor Zadran 
passed away at the age 
of 38 following a pro-
longed battle with the 
rare and life-threaten-
ing Hemophagocytic 

Lymphohistiocytosis 
(HLH) syndrome, a se-

vere disorder that com-
promises the body's im-
mune system.

T h e  A f g h a n i s t a n 
Cricket Board (ACB) an-
nounced the death of the veter-

an pacer, paying glowing tribute 
to one of the pioneers who helped 

lay the foundation for the country's 
remarkable rise in international 
cricket.

"With profound grief and deep 

sorrow, the Afghanistan Cricket 
Board mourns the passing of for-
mer Afghanistan fast bowler 
Shapoor Zadran," the board said in 
a statement, describing him as one 
of the architects of Afghanistan's 
cricketing journey.

Standing 6ft 2in tall, Zadran was 
known for his flowing long hair, 
aggressive pace bowling and fight-
ing spirit. He represented Afghani-
stan in 44 One-Day Internationals 
and 36 T20 Internationals between 
2009 and 2020, becoming a key 
figure during the nation's rapid as-
cent in world cricket.

The left-arm seamer enjoyed one 
of the finest moments of his career 
at the 2015 ICC Cricket World 
Cup, where he emerged as Afghan-
istan's leading wicket-taker with 10 
wickets. He finished his ODI ca-
reer with 43 wickets, including best 
figures of 4/24 against the Nether-
lands on his debut in August 2009.

In T20 Internationals, Zadran 
claimed 37 wickets in 36 matches, 
with career-best figures of 3/40 
against Bangladesh in Dehradun in 
2018. Across domestic cricket, he 
also featured in nine First-Class 
matches, taking 17 wickets, besides 
claiming 57 wickets in List A 
cricket and 90 wickets in 83 do-
mestic T20 games.

The ACB hailed Zadran as an 
inspiration whose courage, deter-
mination and passion motivated an 
entire generation of Afghan crick-
eters.

Earlier this year, Zadran was 
shifted to Delhi for specialised 
treatment, where several Afghani-
stan teammates, including captain 
Hashmatullah Shahidi, Rashid 
Khan and Mohammad Nabi, visited 
him in hospital. His passing, just a 
day before his 39th birthday, marks 
the end of a memorable chapter in 
Afghanistan's cricket history.


