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The Truth Speaks

PM targets Jawaharlal Nehru 
during Vande Mataram debate

PM Modi in Lok Sabha blamed Congress and Nehru for restricting Vande Mataram, calling it appeasement-driven
NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday accused the 
Congress of fragmenting the 
national song Vande Mataram 
under the pretext of maintain-
ing social harmony, alleging 
that the party continues to fol-
low a politics of appeasement. 
Addressing the Lok Sabha 
during a discussion on the 
song’s 150th anniversary, 
Modi specifically criticised 
former Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru for agreeing that 
the song could antagonise 
Muslims.

Modi cited a letter from 
Nehru to Subhash Chandra 
Bose, written after a protest 
by Mohammad Ali Jinnah in 
Lucknow, in which Nehru ex-
pressed concern that the back-
ground of Vande Mataram 
might provoke anger among 
Muslim communities. The 

Prime Minister claimed that 
the Congress later convened a 
session in Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee’s Bengal to review 
the song’s use, but compro-
mised on October 26 by adopt-

ing only a portion of it. Modi 
said this division of the song 
was a result of appeasement 
politics, asserting that such 
concessions ultimately contrib-
uted to the Partition of India.

He also referenced the Emer-
gency imposed by Indira Gand-
hi in 1975, noting that during 
Vande Mataram’s centenary, 
patriotic citizens were jailed 
and the Constitution was un-

dermined. Modi criticised the 
1937 decision to adopt only the 
first two stanzas of the song in 
national gatherings, claiming 
that it planted seeds of division 
that endured for decades.

OPPOSITION’S REMARK
Priyanka questions need for 

debate on Vande Mataram
Priyanka Gandhi questioned why 
Parliament was debating Vande 

Mataram 79 years after inde-
pendence instead of addressing 
pressing national issues. Calling 

the discussion politically motivat-
ed ahead of the Bengal elections, 

she accused the government of 
diverting attention and attacking 
freedom fighters like Nehru. She 
said the national song needs no 

debate and criticised PM Modi, 
alleging declining confidence and 

weakening policies.

Congress terms Modi  
“Master Distorian” 
The Congress on Monday crit-
icized Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, calling him the “Master 
Distorian” after he accused the 
party of breaking the national 
song Vande Mataram and de-
manded an apology for allegedly 
insulting India’s founding fathers, 
including Rabindranath Tagore. 
AICC general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said Modi’s remarks in 
Parliament disrespected Tagore 
and Nehru, who was accused of 
pursuing appeasement politics.

Winter Session of 
K’taka legislature 
begins in Belagavi

BELAGAVI 

The winter session of the Kar-
nataka Legislature began on 
December 8 with the Assem-
bly paying tributes to six per-
sons who died recently, in-
cluding environmentalist 
Saalumarada Thimmakka, 
Kannada novelist S.L. Bhy-
rappa and former Minister 
H.Y. Meti.

The session commenced 
amid an undercurrent of a 
power tussle between Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah and 
his deputy D.K. Shivakumar 
(DKS). Despite efforts to dis-
play unity—including mutual 
breakfast meetings on No-
vember 29 and December 2—
the session is expected to ex-
pose lingering rifts within the 
Congress. The Opposition, led 
by BJP-JD(S), plans to lever-
age these internal divisions 
while raising key issues such as 
farmers’ distress and teacher 
protests over contract appoint-
ments, especially in North Kar-
nataka, a region heavily depen-
dent on agriculture.

BJP Legislative Council 
Leader of Opposition Chala-
vadi Narayanaswamy stated 
that the party would press the 
Congress on the administra-
tion’s neglect of sugarcane 
and maize farmers, as well as 
delays in addressing unem-
ployment and irrigation con-
cerns. BJP state president 
B.Y. Vijayendra also indicated 
the party may move a no-con-
fidence motion despite lack-
ing sufficient numbers in the 
Assembly.

No Kannada schools will  
be closed: Bangarappa
Karnataka Education Minister 
Madhu Bangarappa has reaf-
firmed that no Kannada medi-
um school will be closed, em-
phasizing, “Kannada is in our 
blood.” The government plans 
to upgrade 900 schools into 
Karnataka Public Schools 
(KPS) in 2025-26, ensuring 
proper infrastructure and 
quality education. Even vil-
lages with a single student 
will retain schools, with 
teachers appointed according-
ly. The initiative aims to pro-
vide equitable, high-standard 
education across the state, 
with new KPS schools gradu-
ally introduced in all gram 
panchayats.

BJP to lay siege  
to Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha
Belagavi gears up for a 
massive protest today, 
as the BJP plans to 
“lay siege” to Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha. The 
demonstration, involving 
10,000–20,000 farm-
ers and party workers, 
aims to spotlight the 
Congress government’s 
alleged inaction on 
farmers’ issues. Leaders 
call it one of the largest 
recent farmer-led move-
ments, demanding ac-
countability and justice 
for the agrarian crisis.

NEW DELHI 

Ministry of External Affairs 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
on Monday made a scathing 
comment on the state of de-
mocracy in Pakistan, asserting 
that “democracy and Pakistan 
don’t go together.” His re-
marks came during the week-
ly media briefing, when asked 
about the political situation in 
Pakistan, particularly follow-
ing the protests over jailed 
former Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. Jaiswal said India 
closely monitors develop-
ments in its neighbour but 

refrained from commenting 
further, adding, “The less we 
talk the better.”

The MEA spokes-
person’s statement 
follows mounting po-
litical tensions in Pa-
kistan, where Khan, 
73, has been impris-
oned since 2023 on a 
corruption conviction 
and faces multiple cases. 

Pakistan military calls  
Imran Khan ‘mentally ill’
The Pakistan army recently 
launched a direct attack on 
Khan, with military spokes-

person Lt. Gen. Ahmed Shar-
if Chaudhry describing him as 
“mentally ill” and a “narcis-

sist,” after Khan re-
ferred to Army chief 
Gen. Asim Munir as 
“mentally unstable” 
and blamed him for 
the “complete col-
lapse of the Constitu-
tion and rule of law.”

Khan’s party, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI), has been 
demanding regular access for 
his family and supporters, amid 
persistent rumours about his 
health. Authorities recently al-
lowed Khan’s sister, Uzma 

Khanum, to meet him at 
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail, while 
PTI supporters staged protests 
outside the Islamabad High 
Court and the jail over restric-
tions on visitation rights.

On Pakistan–Afghanistan 
border clashes
Separately, when asked about 
Pakistan–Afghanistan border 
clashes, Jaiswal expressed con-
cern over reports of civilian ca-
sualties in Afghanistan, con-
demning the attacks and affirm-
ing India’s strong support for 
Afghanistan’s territorial integrity, 
sovereignty, and independence.

Pakistan and democracy don’t go together: MEA
MEA ON PAKISTAN DEMOCRACY

India on Monday advised 
its nationals to exercise 
discretion while travelling 
to or transiting through 
China. The advisory comes 
over two weeks after an 
Arunachal Pradesh woman 
was detained at Shanghai 
airport. EAM spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said India 
expects China to ensure 
that Indian travellers are 
not selectively targeted.

Anna Bhagya rice export allegations
BELAGAVI 

During the Belagavi Legislative Council winter session on 
Monday, senior BJP MLC CT 
Ravi alleged that rice supplied 
under Karnataka’s Anna Bhagya 
scheme for BPL families is being 
illegally exported to Dubai and 
Singapore, where 10 kg sells for 
Rs 8,000 and Rs 1,500, respec-
tively. He claimed miscreants 
steal the rice before it reaches 
godowns, sending it to black mar-
kets in other states. BJP members 
demanded a Special Investigation Team (SIT). Food Minister 
KH Muniyappa said low rice usage in North Karnataka caused 
misuse, asserting the government is taking legal action and will 
provide Indira Kits with essential items from January 2026.

HDK hits back at CM, questions 
his contribution to Mandya

NEW DELHI 

Union Minister H. D. Ku-
maraswamy on Monday 
launched a sharp counterat-
tack on Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah for question-
ing his contributions 
to Mandya district. 
Addressing reporters 
at his New Delhi res-
idence, Kumaras-
wamy challenged the 
Chief Minister to first 
ou t l ine  h i s  own 
achievements before 
seeking answers from 
others. He criticised 
Siddaramaiah’s previ-
ous term, pointing 
out that more than 
200 farmers in Mandya died 
by suicide between 2013 and 

2018. In contrast, he high-
lighted that his government 
had waived ₹900 crore in 
loans to support distressed 
farmers in the district.

Kumaraswamy accused the 
state government of 
neglecting farmers 
facing repeated cli-
mate disasters. He 
said the administra-
tion failed to re-
spond to the crash 
in tur dal prices in 
Kalyana Karnataka 
and had not opened 
procurement centres 
on time. “After 
months of delay, 
you suddenly seek a 
central inspection 

team. What report do you ex-
pect now?” he asked.

HDK defends 
call to teach 
Bhagavad Gita
Minister H. D. Kumaraswamy 
defended his proposal to intro-
duce the Bhagavad Gita in 
school curricula, questioning 
how teaching moral values could 
be branded as “Manuvadi.” Ad-
dressing the media, he said the 
growing drug menace in Karna-
taka was destroying young lives, 
and the Gita could guide chil-
dren toward discipline and ethi-
cal thinking. Criticising CM and 
Minister Mahadevappa for at-
tacking him, he asked whether 
writing to the Union Education 
Minister on value-based educa-
tion could be considered a crime.

IndiGo refunds K569.65 cr, 4.5K 
bags returned to passengers

NEW DELHI

IndiGo has refunded ₹569.65 crore after can-
celling nearly 5.87 lakh PNRs between De-
cember 1 and 7, the Civil Aviation Ministry 
said on Monday. Since each PNR may in-
clude multiple travellers, the total number of 
affected passengers is likely far higher.

The ministry also confirmed that the air-
line has so far delivered 4,500 of the 9,000 
pieces of misplaced baggage, with plans to 
return the remaining bags within the next 
36 hours. The disruptions have been wide-
spread. Between November 21 and De-
cember 7, a total of 9,55,591 PNRs were 
cancelled, with refunds amounting to ₹827 
crore. This indicates that approximately 
3.68 lakh PNRs were cancelled between 
November 21 and 30 alone, during which 
IndiGo returned ₹2.57 crore to customers.

It also said that IndiGo plans to operate 
1,802 of its 2,300 daily flights to 137 of its 
138 destinations, with nearly 500 cancel-
lations for the day.

“Today IndiGo plans 
to operate 1,802 

flights to 137 out of 
138 destinations, 

with 500 
cancellations. 

(Also) 4,500 bags 
were delivered to 
customers out of 
the total 9,000 

bags. (the airline) 
targets to deliver 

balance bags in the 
next 36 hours.” 

—Civil Aviation Ministry

SC seeks response 
from Priyank Kharge 

over 2023 election plea
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday issued notice to 
Karnataka IT Minister Pri-
yank Kharge regarding a 
petition challenging his 
election from the Chittapur 
(SC) constituency in the 
2023 Karnataka Assembly 
polls. The plea, filed by 
Ashwathram, a registered 
voter from Chittapur, al-
leged that Kharge and his 
agents circulated pamphlets 
titled “Congress Guaran-
tees” during the campaign, 
offering direct monetary 
transfers and other targeted 
benefits to voters. The peti-
tioner claimed these pam-
phlets were not part of the 
official Congress manifesto 
and lacked statutory printer 
and publisher disclosures as 
required under the Repre-
sentation of People Act 
(RPA), effectively amount-
ing to inducements or brib-
ery under Section 123(1) 
RPA.

The plea further chal-
lenged Kharge’s nom-
ination, citing a 
caste certificate not 
issued in the pre-
scribed format 
and alleged mis-
representation 
of educational 

qualifications. According 
to the petitioner, these de-
fects collectively under-
mined the election, render-
ing it void under Sections 
100(1)(b) and 100(1)(d) of 
the RPA. The Karnataka 
High Court had earlier dis-
missed the petition, hold-
ing that the pamphlets did 
not constitute corrupt prac-
tices, and the other allega-

tions were immaterial.
The Supreme Court 

bench of Justices M 
M Sundresh and 
Satish Chandra 
Sharma has direct-
ed Kharge to re-
spond.

Points to Ponder
n �Petition alleges “Con-

gress Guarantees” 
pamphlets promised 
monetary benefits to 
voters.

n �Nomination chal-
lenged due to defec-
tive caste certificate, 
misrepresented 
educational  
qualifications.

n �Petitioner argues 
High Court erred;  
accountability  
ensures free and  
fair elections.

India urges caution for 
travel through China

Neergaard-Petersen 
Clinches First Major 

Title at Dramatic 
Australian Open

QUICK READ
7.2 earth quake strikes off northern 

Japan, triggers tsunami alert
World’s second-largest Khadi national 
flag to be unfurled in Belagavi

TOKYO:  A powerful 7.6-magnitude earthquake 
struck off northern Japan on Monday, trigger-

ing a tsunami of up to 40 centimeters in 
coastal communities in the region, the Japa-
nese Meteorological Agency said. The agen-

cy said the magnitude quake struck just east 
of Aomori, the 
northernmost 

prefecture of Ja-
pan’s main Hon-

shu island, and 
just south of 

Hokkaido island. 
It said a tsunami 

of 40 centimeters struck the Hokkaido  
prefecture town of Urakawa and the  

Aomori prefecture port of Mutsu Ogawara. 
Several people were injured at a hotel in the 

Aomori town of Hachinohe, public  
broadcaster NHK reported.

BELAGAVI:  The world’s second-largest Khadi 
national flag will be unfurled at 9:30 AM to-
day on the grand steps of Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha in Belagavi. The massive flag has 
been handcrafted by Vinod Kumar Revappa 
Bammanna and his family from Kamalapur, 

Kalaburagi, as a per-
sonal initiative, mark-
ing a historic achieve-
ment. The ceremony 
will be inaugurated 
by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, with Leg-
islative Council Chair-

man Basavaraj Horatti, Assembly Speaker 
U.T. Khader Farid, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, Law and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister H.K. Patil, other state ministers, and 
legislators in attendance, according to a 
statement from the Assembly office.
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QUICK READ
Kaup Crash: Driver 

injured after car crashes 
into bus shelter

Car Crashes  
into Parked  

Vehicles

Architect Divya Avin 
Earns Prestigious IGBC 

Accreditation

Kaup 
A car crash on National 
Highway 66 in Kaup has 

left the driver, Ismail from 
Koppalangady, seriously 
injured. The accident oc-

curred on December 7 
morning when the car, 
heading from Kaup to 
Uchchila, went out of 

control and rammed into 
a bus shelter near Vidyan-
iketan School. Ismail was 
rushed to a private hospi-
tal in Udupi by SDPI am-
bulance staff Jalaluddin 

Uchchila and Hameed, re-
ceiving immediate medi-

cal attention for severe in-
juries. Police have visited 
the spot, conducted an 

inspection, and launched 
an investigation into the 
incident. Details about 

the extent of Ismail’s inju-
ries and the cause of the 

crash are awaited. The 
accident has caused con-
cern among locals, high-

lighting road safety issues 
on the busy highway.

Sullia
 A car crash occurred 

near Arambur on the Ma-
ni-Mysuru highway in 

Sullia early on Sunday, 
damaging several 

two-wheelers parked on 
the roadside. The car, 

driven by its owner, was 
returning from Subrah-

manya and Dharmasth-
ala when the driver lost 

control, hitting about 
seven vehicles. The inci-
dent happened near the 
Bhajana Mandira in Ar-

ambur, where an Ayyap-
pa Deepotsava event 

was being held, attract-
ing many visitors who 

had parked their vehicles 
along the road. Locals 
gathered at the scene 

and faced difficulty sep-
arating the tightly 

jammed vehicles. Mirac-
ulously, all occupants of 

the car, including five 
children, escaped with-
out injuries, though the 

front portion of the vehi-
cle was completely dam-
aged. Police have begun 

investigating the inci-
dent, and authorities are 
assessing the damage to 

the vehicles involved.

Udupi
Architect Divya Avin has 
cleared the Indian Green 
Building Council (IGBC) 

examination, earning her 
IGBC Accreditation. This 
milestone marks her ex-
pertise in sustainable ar-

chitecture and green 
building design. Divya, a 
graduate from Manipal 

School of Architecture & 
Planning, MAHE, current-

ly works at Atlaaya De-
sign, Udupi, under Ar 

Mithun Kadri. The IGBC 
Accreditation recognizes 

professionals skilled in 
eco-friendly design, en-
ergy efficiency, and sus-

tainable construction. 
Divya’s achievement 

highlights her commit-
ment to green architec-
ture, inspiring young de-
sign professionals. Her 
accomplishment is ex-
pected to contribute to 
promoting sustainable 

practices in the con-
struction industry. Her 
husband, Avin Udaya-

vani, is a journalist. This 
achievement sets a great 
example for aspiring ar-

chitects in the region, 
promoting eco-friendly 
construction practices 
statewide nationally.

NH-66: A Death Trap? Accidents 
Continue Unabated, Public Cries Foul

Residents and commuters allege that the ongoing construction work on the 
highway, including the flyover project, is the primary cause of the accidents

UDUPI

The National Highway-66, 
which passes through the 
coastal region of Udupi dis-
trict, has earned a notorious 
reputation for being one of 
the most accident-prone 
stretches in the state. Despite 
numerous incidents, including 
fatalities, the authorities seem 
to be turning a blind eye to 
the issue.

The highway has witnessed 
a spate of accidents, with sev-
eral people losing their lives 
and many more injured in re-
cent months. The latest inci-
dent occurred in Kaup, where 
five migrant workers were 
killed when the tempo they 
were traveling in overturned 
and crashed into a divider. The 
victims were on their way to 
deliver decorative items.

Residents and commuters 
allege that the ongoing con-
struction work on the high-
way, including the flyover 
project, is the primary cause 
of the accidents. The haphaz-
ard and unscientific manner in 
which the work is being car-
ried out has led to chaos on 
the roads, they claim.

The stretch between Kapu, 
Santekatte, Balayipadavu, 

Brahmavara, and Kundapura 
has become particularly noto-
rious, with two-wheeler riders 
being the most vulnerable. 
Pedestrians have also fallen 
prey to the speeding vehicles.

Despite repeated pleas from 
the public, the authorities 
have failed to take adequate 
measures to address the issue. 
The underpass construction 
work in Santekatte has been 

dragging on for years, causing 
immense inconvenience to 
commuters. Similarly, the fly-
over project in Ambalapady 
has turned the area into a vir-
tual death trap.

The public is now demand-
ing that the authorities take 
immediate action to address 
the situation. "The concerned 
authorities must wake up and 
take proactive measures to 
prevent accidents on this 
highway. It's a matter of life 
and death for us," said a  
commuter.

The National Highway Au-
thority must ensure that the 
construction work is carried 
out in a scientific and safe 
manner, and that adequate 
safety measures are put in 
place to prevent accidents as 
the lives of commuters are at 
stake.

Low-Flying Survey 
Aircraft to Map 

Mineral Deposits in 
Karnataka and Kerala

KASARAGOD

The Geological Survey of In-
dia (GSI) is set to conduct an 
aerial survey in select districts 
of Karnataka and Kerala from 
December 12 to 15, aiming to 
identify mineral deposits be-
neath the earth's surface. As 
part of this project, survey 
aircraft will fly at relatively 
low altitudes over parts of 
Kasaragod, Dakshina Kanna-
da, Kodagu, Kannur, Kozhi-
kode, and Wayanad districts.

The district administration 
has assured the public that 
there is no need to panic, as 
the low-flying aircraft are part 
of a scheduled scientific sur-
vey. The survey is expected to 
provide valuable data on the 
region's mineral resources, 
which can be used for various 
purposes, including mineral 
exploration, environmental 
monitoring, and infrastructure 
development.

The survey aircraft will be 
equipped with advanced geo-
physical instruments, includ-

ing magnetometers, gam-
ma-ray detectors, and electro-
magnetic systems, which will 
measure variations in the 
Earth's magnetic field, natural 
radioactivity, and conductivi-
ty. The data collected will be 
made freely available to the 
public once complete.

This survey is part of the 
GSI's efforts to modernize our 
understanding of the nation's 
fundamental geologic frame-
work and knowledge of min-
eral resources. Similar sur-
veys have been conducted in 
other parts of the country, in-
cluding Ireland, where the 
Tellus project has been map-
ping the country's geology 
and natural resources.

As part of  this project, 
survey aircraft will fly at 
relatively low altitudes 

over parts of  Kasaragod, 
Dakshina Kannada, 

Kodagu, Kannur, 
Kozhikode, and Wayanad 

districts

Gita is a Science for Humanity, Not 
Blind Belief: AP DyCM Pawan Kalyan
UDUPI

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister and actor Pawan 
Kalyan has emphasized the 
significance of the Bhagavad 
Gita, stating that it is a sci-
ence for humanity, not just a 
religious text. He made this 
remark during the grand con-
clusion of the month-long 
Geetotsava celebrations at the 
historic Udupi Sri Krishna 
Math on Sunday.

Pawan Kalyan, who was 
accorded a traditional wel-
come by the Paryaya Puttige 
Math authorities, visited the 
sacred Kanakana Kindi and 
offered special prayers at the 
Anantheshwara Temple. He 
described Udupi as a 'divine 
powerhouse' and expressed 
gratitude to Sri Sugunendra 
Theertha Swamiji of Puttige 
Math for inviting him to the 
event.

The deputy CM was con-
ferred the prestigious title of 
'Abhinava Krishnadevaraya' 
by Sri Sugunendra Tirtha 

Swamiji in recognition of his 
efforts towards the protection 
of Sanatana Dharma and his 
vision of building an ideal so-
ciety. Pawan Kalyan began 
his address in Kannada, offer-
ing his sashtanga namaskara 
to Lord Krishna and greeting 
the people of Karnataka.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of the Bhagavad Gita, 
stating that it is a universal 
scripture that guides humani-
ty, and not confined to any 
one religion. He encouraged 
young people to read and 
keep the Gita close to their 
hearts, describing it as a 

source of strength in times of 
stress and uncertainty.

Pawan Kalyan also high-
lighted the significance of 
cow protection and appealed 
to every family to take re-
sponsibility for protecting at 
least one cow. He runs a 
goshala with 60 cows and has 
introduced a 'Gokula' scheme 
in his department. The event 
was attended by several dig-
nitaries, including Sri Su-
gunendra Theertha Swamiji, 
junior Pontiff Sri Susheeneen-
dra Theertha Swamiji, and 
other swamijis, scholars, and 
devotees.

Patient Transported to 
Hospital in Goods Tempo 
After Ambulance Failure

UDUPI

A disturbing incident has unfolded in Udupi, Karnataka, where 
a critically ill patient was forced to be transported to the district 
hospital in a goods tempo after a 108 ambulance and private 
ambulances failed to arrive for over two and a half hours. The 
patient's family had called the emergency service multiple times 
from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, but unfortunately, no ambulance was 
available.

Vishu Shetty, a local resident, stepped in to help and placed 
a cot in his goods tempo to rush the patient to the  
hospital, potentially saving their life. Shetty expressed his 
frustration, stating that the 108 ambulances have been mal-
functioning for the past year, affecting hundreds of patients. 
Despite his repeated complaints to the government, no action 
has been taken.

Udupi district has 18 ambulances under the 108 service, but 
only five or six are operational, Shetty claimed. This  
incident highlights the urgent need for corrective action to 
ensure reliable emergency medical services in the district. The 
government and district administration must take immediate 
measures to address this issue and prevent such incidents in 
the future.

Amrita Bharati Working to Build Nation's Future: Kota Srinivas Poojary
UDUPI

As the number of intelligent 
individuals in the country in-
creases, so does the crime 
rate, said Kota Srinivas Poo-
jary, Member of Parliament, 
while addressing the annual 
function of Amrita Bharati 
Group Educational Institu-
tion in Hebri. He attributed 
this to the lack of cultural 
education and values in  
society.

Poojary emphasized that 
Amrita Bharati is working to-
wards building a nation of 

patriots by imparting cultural 
education and values. He 
praised the institution for its 
efforts in shaping the lives of 
students and making them re-
sponsible citizens.

Gurudas Shenai, Secretary 
of Amrita Bharati Trust, high-
lighted the institution's 
achievements, including pro-
viding scholarships to deserv-
ing students and engaging in 
various co-curricular activi-
ties. He said that the institu-
tion has been successful in 
imparting life skills and val-
ues to its students.

The function also honored 
meritorious students, includ-
ing Vidushi Diksha V and 
Manya Ramesh, who excelled 
in academics and sports. Ravi 
Rao, President of Amrita 

Bharati Trust, presided over 
the function, while Hebri 
Satish Pai, Founder President, 
and other dignitaries were 
present.

The institution has been 

working tirelessly to provide 
quality education and shape 
the future of its students, and 
this annual function was a tes-
tament to its commitment to 
excellence.

Udupi Police Get 
New Headgear: 

Peak Caps 
Distribution 

Begins
UDUPI

The Udupi police department 
has begun distributing new 
peak caps to its personnel, as 
per the state government's 
orders. The distribution pro-
ces s  was  in i t i a t ed  by  
Udupi district superintendent 
of police Hariram Shankar, 
who symbolically handed 
over the caps to the police 
personnel.

The new peak caps are de-
signed to provide better com-
fort and functionality, espe-
cially during protests and 
other duty situations. Previ-
ously, constables and head 
constables wore slouch caps, 
which often slipped, causing 
inconvenience. The new caps 
are expected to address this 
issue and improve the overall 
appearance of the police 
force.

The district has over 1,400 
police personnel, and around 
200 peak caps have already 
arrived. The distribution pro-
cess is underway, and the re-
maining caps will be deliv-
ered in phases. The state gov-
ernment has introduced the 
new model peak caps to im-
prove the working conditions 
and appearance of the police 
force.

The distribution of peak 
caps has already been com-
pleted in Bengaluru and sev-
eral other regions, and the 
process is still  ongoing  
in a few districts, including 
Udupi. The police depart-
ment is expecting the new 
headgear to boost the morale 
and professionalism of its 
personnel.

MLA Blasts State Government Over 
Patient Transported in Goods Vehicle
UDUPI

A shocking incident has 
sparked widespread outrage 
in Udupi, as a patient was 
forced to be transported to the 
district hospital in a goods ve-
hicle after a 108 ambulance 
failed to arrive despite a two-
hour wait. Udupi MLA Yash-
pal Suvarna has strongly con-
demned the state government, 
citing the incident as a glaring 
example of the district's 
crumbling healthcare system.

Suvarna expressed his dis-
may, stating that the govern-
ment has shown a "careless 
and negligent attitude" to-
wards Udupi's health infra-
structure, putting patients' 
lives at risk. He highlighted 
that this is not an isolated in-
cident, as several complaints 
of 108 ambulance service dis-
ruptions have been reported in 
the past two years, with no 
corrective action taken by the 
health department.

The MLA also pointed out 
that the district hospital has 

faced issues with dialysis ser-
vices, forcing the administra-
tion to rely on private hospi-
tals for free dialysis. He criti-
cized the government's failure 
to address systemic issues, 
including problems faced by 
108 ambulance drivers, such 
as poor working conditions 
and unpaid salaries.

Suvarna also expressed 
concern over the stalled con-
struction of the new district 
hospital building, which has 
been pending for two years 
due to lack of funds. He 
warned that if the construc-

tion work is not completed 
and inaugurated by January 
15, he will lead a protest.

The incident has raised se-
rious concerns about the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
healthcare in Udupi, a district 
known for its emphasis on 
health and education. Suvarna 
has urged the government and 
district administration to take 
immediate action to stream-
line the 108 ambulance ser-
vice and complete the district 
hospital building to ensure 
quality healthcare for the peo-
ple of Udupi.

Beltangady's Shivagiri Branch Matha 
Awaits State Recognition, Says Official

BELTHANGADY

The Shivagiri branch matha 
is set to receive 5 acres of 
land in the state, as an-
nounced by Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah. Efforts are 
underway to establish the 
matha in Beltangadi taluk, 
said Rakshit Shivaram, 
President of Beltangadi 
Best Foundation.

Speaking at the 12th Ko-
ti-Chennaya Sports Meet, 
Shivaram also announced 
plans to construct a statue of 
the late K. Vasanth Bangera, 
a prominent figure in the 
Billava community.

The event was organized 
by the Sri Gurunarayana 
Swamy Service Association 
in collaboration with the 
Youth Billava Forum and 
Billava Mahila Forum. 
Navin Chandra D. Suvarna, 
President of the All India 
Billavas Union, highlighted 
the importance of sports 

and organizational skills, 
announcing the upcoming 
Global Billavas Sports 
Meet in Mangalore.

Jayanth Kotian, BJP Dis-
trict President, also spoke at 
the event. The function was 
presided over by Jaya 
Vikram Kallapu, President 
of the Association.

The event featured a 
sports vehicle rally, and 
various sports competitions, 
including volleyball, kabad-
di, and badminton. The 
World Cup-winning kabad-
di team player, Dhanalaksh-
mi Poojary, was honored at 

the event.
The Shivagiri branch 

matha's establishment is 
seen as a significant devel-
opment for the community, 
and efforts are being made 
to make it a reality in Belt-
angadi taluk. The event was 
attended by several digni-
taries, including K. Harish 
Kumar, Chairman of MES-
COM, and Satish Kashipat-
na, a cooperative awardee.

The function concluded 
with a felicitation ceremo-
ny, honoring achievers and 
prominent community 
members.

DISTRICT
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Sexual Harassment of 
Minor: Shop owner 

arrested under POCSO

Surgeon Wins KFC 
Trophy 2025 in 
Thrilling Final

Urwa Pompei  
Church Celebrates 

Annual Festival

Mangaluru 
Surathkal police have 

arrested a man on 
charges of sexually 

harassing a minor boy. 
The accused has been 
now remanded to judi-

cial custody. The ar-
rested accused has 

been identified as Mo-
hammad Ismail, owner 
of a fashion shop and 

general store near Jum-
ma Masjid, Chokkabet-
tu, Surathkal. Accord-

ing to reports, a Class 6 
boy had gone to the 
shop on Saturday to 

buy chocolates when 
the accused allegedly 

locked him inside a 
room and sexually har-

assed him after tying 
him up. Based on a 

complaint filed by the 
boy’s mother, a case 

has been registered un-
der the POCSO Act 
and Sections 351(2) 

and 127(2) of the BNS. 
The accused was soon 
arrested and then was 
produced before the 

court. 

Mangaluru 
Surgeon team emerged 

victorious in the KFC 
Trophy 2025 cricket 
tournament, held at 

the Galley Sports 
Ground in Kandak, 

Mangaluru. The team 
defeated Young Chal-

lengers in the final 
match, with Rilwan’s 

all-round performance 
earning him the Man of 
the Match award. The 

tournament saw some 
impressive perfor-
mances, with Jafar 

Sadik emerging as the 
best batsman, K. 

Mukhtar as the highest 
wicket-taker, and Ril-

wan as the Series Best 
Player. The event was 
attended by Sub-In-

spector Maruti P., who 
congratulated the win-

ners and wished the 
teams well. The tour-
nament was a huge 

success, with local rep-
resentatives, officials, 

and cricket enthusiasts 
turning up to witness 
the thrilling matches. 

The event was well-or-
ganized, with a strong 
team of officials, in-
cluding umpires and 

commentators.

Mangaluru
The annual festival of 
Urwa Pompei Church 
was celebrated with 

great fervor on Sunday. 
The event was marked 
by a special thanksgiv-
ing mass, led by Bishop 

Dr. Peter Paul 
Saldanha of the Man-

galuru Catholic Dio-
cese. In his homily, 

Bishop Saldanha said 
that Mary is a testa-
ment to the fact that 

faith in God never goes 
unanswered. He high-
lighted Mary’s life as a 
model of devotion to 

God and her role in the 
journey of Jesus. The 

mass was attended by 
over 40 priests, includ-
ing Fr. Benjamin Pinto, 
Director of the Church, 
and Fr. Lanson Pinto, 
Assistant Priest. The 

event concluded with a 
solemn procession and 
adoration of the Bless-

ed Sacrament.

Truck Drivers’ Plea: A 22-Year Wait 
for a Truck Terminal in Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Despite the growing need for 
a truck terminal in Mangalu-
ru, the project has been stuck 
for 22 years, leaving over 
1,500 truck drivers in limbo. 
The Mangaluru Urban Devel-
opment Authority (MUDA) 
had proposed to set up a truck 
terminal in Kulai, a suburb of 
Mangaluru, but the project 
has not taken off yet.

The city is a major industri-
al and commercial hub, with 
the New Mangaluru Port, 
ONGC-MRPL, SEZ, and in-
dustrial areas in Bikampady 

and Yeyyadi. The absence of 
a truck terminal has led to 
trucks and lorries parking on 
the roadside, causing conges-
tion and accidents.

Truck drivers are forced to 

wait for days to load or unload 
goods, and there is no proper 
parking facility available. The 
existing truck terminals are 
limited to specific companies, 
and there is no public truck 
terminal in the city.

The need for a truck termi-
nal was first proposed in 
2003, and MUDA had identi-
fied 35 acres of land in Kulai 
for the project. However, the 
project has been delayed, and 
the truck drivers are still wait-
ing for a solution.

The D. Devaraj Aras Truck 
Terminal Corporation had 
identified 15 acres of land for 

the project and had requested 
the district administration to 
hand over the land. The New 
Mangaluru Port Authority had 
also written to the district ad-
ministration, requesting them 
to provide government land 
near the highway for the  
project.

The truck drivers are urging 
the authorities to expedite the 
project and provide a safe and 
convenient parking facility. 
The lack of a truck terminal is 
not only affecting the drivers 
but also causing inconve-
nience to the public and ham-
pering the city’s development.

Unseasonal Weather 
Sparks Chickenpox 

Outbreak Among 
Schoolchildren in City

MANGALURU

The unpredictable weather in 
Dakshina Kannada, marked 
by alternating spells of rain, 
heat, and cold, has led to a 
rise in chickenpox cases 
among schoolchildren. Many 
students have been missing 
school for weeks, prompting 
the Health Department to is-
sue an advisory to the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, 
urging schools to exercise 
vigilance.

Chickenpox, a highly con-
tagious viral disease caused 
by the varicella-zoster virus, 
has appeared outside its usual 
summer season, raising con-
cerns among health officials. 
Schools have been instructed 
not to allow children with 
chickenpox to attend classes, 
and infected students should 
be granted special leave and 
return only after full recovery.

According to health offi-
cials, the incidence of chick-
enpox is not as widespread as 
previous outbreaks, but the 
appearance of the disease in 
schools this season requires 
careful monitoring. “Al-
though numbers are low, it is 
unusual to see infections in 
winter. In schools, transmis-
sion from one child to another 
is higher, which could exacer-
bate the outbreak,” said Dr. 
Naveen Chandra Kulal, dis-
trict surveillance officer.

The symptoms of chicken-
pox typically appear 20 to 21 
days after infection, with red, 
itchy blisters spreading across 
the body as the first visible 

sign. Children may also expe-
rience body aches, general 
discomfort, loss of appetite, 
sore throat, headaches, and 
fatigue. Full recovery usually 
takes around two weeks.

Health authorities advise 
strict hygiene practices, in-
cluding washing hands thor-
oughly with soap and water 
after contact with an infected 
child. Homes, schools, kin-
dergartens, and playgrounds 
should be regularly cleaned, 
and children should avoid 
close contact with infected 
peers.

Most chickenpox cases this 
season have been reported in 
urban schools of Dakshina 
Kannada, where one or two 
cases may occur in a single 
classroom. While rural areas 
have fewer cases, the highly 
contagious nature of the virus 
means the potential for rapid 
spread remains.

“Chickenpox in children 
typically resolves completely 
without complications. Once 
infected, a person gains life-
long immunity. Maintaining a 
nutritious diet strengthens the 
immune system and plays a 
key role in disease control,” 
said Dr. H R Thimmayya, dis-
trict health officer.

Schools have been 
instructed not to allow 

children with chickenpox 
to attend classes, and 

infected students should 
be granted special leave 
and return only after full 

recovery

SDP(I) Lashes  
Out at MP Brijesh 

Chowta Over  
PFI Allegations

MANGALURU

The Social Democratic Party 
of India (SDP(I)) has strong-
ly condemned MP Brijesh 
Chowta’s recent statements 
in Parliament linking the  
party to the banned organiza-
tion PFI. Anwar Sadath,  
District President of the SD-
P(I) in Dakshina Kannada, 
termed Chowta’s remarks as 
“baseless allegations” and 
accused him of speaking  
irresponsibly.

Sadath emphasized that the 
SDP(I) has been working un-
der the ideals of democracy 
since 2009 and is currently 
the third-largest political par-
ty in Dakshina Kannada. He 
claimed that Chowta’s state-
ments are misleading and 
have the potential to endan-
ger public sentiment. “If such 

comments continue, the peo-
ple may react strongly,” Sa-
dath warned.

The SDP(I) leader also ac-
cused authorities of targeting 
party leaders, stating that the 
NIA had arrested party lead-
ers based on false allega-
tions. He questioned Chow-
ta’s contributions after elec-
tions and criticized his at-
tempt to create confusion by 
linking SDP(I) to banned 
organizations.

Sadath further highlighted 
the seriousness of reckless 
statements, citing ongoing 
threats and past incidents, in-
cluding the killing of a Con-
gress worker in Chikmagalur. 
The SDP(I) is expected to 
take further action against 
Chowta’s statements, which 
have reportedly left BJP 
workers disillusioned.

Cybercrime on the Rise in M’luru 
Despite Awareness Efforts

MANGALURU

Despite efforts by the police 
department to raise awareness 
about cybercrime, the number 
of cases continues to rise, 
with educated individuals 
falling prey to online scams. 
The increasing trend of cyber-
crime has become a concern, 
with many losing lakhs and 
crores of rupees.

Cybercriminals are using 
advanced technology to steal 
money from bank accounts, 
often using stolen identity 
documents, including Aad-
haar cards and fingerprints. 
The police department is fac-
ing challenges in tackling 
these cases, with many going 
unreported.

According to experts, the 
Aadhaar biometric data is 
highly sensitive and can be 
hacked, leading to financial 
and personal losses. The pub-

lic is advised to be cautious 
and vigilant, especially when 
sharing personal information 
and responding to suspicious 
calls or messages.

The police department is 
working to educate the public 
about cybercrime and has set 
up a system to report such in-
cidents. However, it is essen-
tial for individuals to take re-
sponsibility for their own 
safety and security online.

“We are working to raise 
awareness about cybercrime, 
but it is crucial for the public 
to be aware and take neces-
sary precautions,” said Sudhir 
Kumar Reddy, Police Com-
missioner, Mangaluru City.

The public is advised to be 
cautious when sharing per-
sonal information, avoid re-
sponding to suspicious calls 
or messages, and report any 
incidents to the authorities 
immediately.

Bike Gangs Terrorize M’luru Streets at Night, Flouting Traffic Rules
MANGALURU

A group of youngsters riding 
two-wheelers with concealed 
registration number plates has 
been creating panic across var-
ious parts of the city, raising 
serious concerns over public 
safety and law enforcement. 
As darkness sets in, these bike 
and scooter-riding youths, 
moving around in gang-like 
groups, first ensure their vehi-
cles cannot be identified. They 
conceal number plates using 

cloth, plastic covers, or by 
bending the plates to make the 
numbers unreadable.

The rampant violation of 
traffic rules is alarming, with 
three persons often riding on 
a single two-wheeler, most 
without helmets, and some 
even choosing to wear caps 
instead. Wrong-side riding on 
one-way roads has also be-
come frequent, leaving pedes-
trians and motorists alarmed. 
Residents allege that many of 
these youths appear to be un-

der the influence of alcohol or 
drugs, reacting aggressively 
when confronted.

The police suspect possible 
links between such youth 
groups and ongoing drug-relat-
ed activities in the city. Re-
cords show that during vehicle 
checks, two-wheelers with 
missing or defective number 
plates have been found in-
volved in serious criminal cas-
es. Eyewitnesses have claimed 
they could not identify vehicles 
involved in hit-and-run inci-

dents due to hidden or unclear 
plates, and even CCTV footage 
has often failed to help.

Despite the situation, police 
checks have reduced, report-
edly due to concerns over ac-
cidents involving motorists 
trying to evade barricades. 
Residents demand strict and 
immediate action, emphasiz-
ing the need for monitoring 
number plate-concealing rid-
ers who freely roam the city 
at night, causing danger to 
themselves and the public.

Mangaluru’s Christmas Special Night Market Held
MANGALURU

The City Beech was abuzz 
with festive cheer as the 
Christmas Special Night Mar-
ket – Edition 5 took over the 
riverside venue on Sunday 
evening.  The event ,  a 
much-anticipated seasonal 
gathering, transformed the 
space into a vibrant open-air 
celebration featuring music, 
food, art, and community  
activities.

The evening began with a 
serene sunset atmosphere, 
gradually giving way to a 
lively Christmas-themed night 
market illuminated by fairy 
lights and festive décor. Fam-
ilies, couples, and friends 
flocked to the venue to soak 
in the festive atmosphere, 
shop, explore, and indulge in 
delicious treats.

The event featured an im-
pressive lineup of live perfor-
mances, including Musically 
by Munita, 24K India (Goa), 
Lammi, Banlam and Meban, 
Paloma Rhea, and DJ Clinton, 
who closed the evening with 
an upbeat festive set. Shaina 
Chrystle hosted the pro-

gramme, ensuring a seamless 
and entertaining experience 
for all.

Visitors could also engage 
in creative workshops, such 
as hand-built clay miniatures 
and wheel pottery sessions at 
Clay Home by Prasanthi, or 
participate in fun activities at 
Boroka Playground. For 
those looking to indulge in 

premium cocktails, Kanara 
Kanteen – a cocktail bar cu-
rated by renowned mixolo-
gist Avinash Kapoli – offered 
a  f l a v o u r - d r i v e n  b a r  
experience.

The event was presented  
in association with Doorlyst.
ai, Mangaluru’s first AI-driv-
en homebuying advisory  
platform.

Mangaluru Hosts Vibrant Cultural 
Festival, Showcasing Rich Heritage

MANGALURU

The Sharada College campus 
was abuzz with energy and 
excitement as it hosted a vi-
brant cultural festival, featur-
ing a dazzling array of per-
formances, including mal-
lakamba, dance, music, and 
yoga.

The event, which marked 
the inauguration of the Shara-
da Group of Institutions’ 
sports meet, ‘Kreedotsav,’ 
was attended by dignitaries, 
including Yaduveer Krishna-
datta Chamaraja Wodeyar, a 
member of the Mysore royal 
family.

The festival began with a 
colorful procession, followed 
by a series of captivating  
performances, including a 
mallakamba display, show-
casing the athletes’ agility 
and skill. Students dressed in 
traditional attire performed a 
stunning dance, depicting the 
mythological  f igure  of  
Chamundi.

The event also featured a 

‘Tassa’ dance performance, 
highlighting the importance 
of Ayurveda and traditional 
medicine. The festival show-
cased the rich cultural heri-
tage of Karnataka, with per-
formances that left the audi-
ence mesmerized.

In his inaugural address, 
Yaduveer  Kr i shnada t ta 
Chamaraja Wodeyar praised 
the students for showcasing 
the Mysore heritage through 
dance and music. He empha-
sized the importance of  
preserving Karnataka’s cul-

tural traditions and expressed 
his hope that India would 
host the Olympics in the  
future.

The event was attended  
by several dignitaries, in-
cluding Veda Vyasa Kamath, 
Harish Poonja, Dhanalaksh-
mi Pujari,  Raghavendra  
Srinivas Bhat, and Pradeep 
Kumar Kalkur. The festival 
was a testament to the rich 
cultural heritage of Karnata-
ka and the importance of pre-
serving traditional arts and 
sports.

The need for a truck ter-
minal was first proposed 

in 2003, and MUDA 
had identified 35 acres 
of land in Kulai for the 

project, which has been 
facing inordinate delay 
with truck drivers still 
waiting for a solution.

Mangaluru’s APD Foundation Shines at UN Meet on Human Trafficking
MANGALURU

The Anti Pollution Drive 
Foundation (APDF), based in 
Mangaluru, has made its 
mark on the global stage by 
participating in the United 
Nations High-Level Meeting 
on the Global Plan of Action 
to Combat Trafficking in Per-
sons. Abdullah A. Rehman, 
Founder & CEO of APDF, 
represented the organization 
at the prestigious event held 
at the UN Headquarters in 
New York.

Rehman’s participation 
was marked by a written sub-
mission, conceptualized by 
him, which was included in 
the official UN documenta-
tion. The paper highlights the 
link between environmental 
d e g r a d a t i o n ,  g a p s  i n  
public health, and weak ur-
ban infrastructure, and the 
increased vulnerability of 
city populations to human 
trafficking.

Drawing from APDF’s 
work with waste pickers in 
Mangaluru, the submission 

emphasizes the importance 
of restoring occupational dig-
nity as a crucial step in  
protecting people from ex-
ploitation. It highlights how 
polluted air, lack of sanita-
tion, and inadequate public 
transport create vulnerabili-
ties that traffickers often  
exploit.

Rehman’s participation in 
the UN meeting underscores 
the importance of addressing 
the root causes of human 
trafficking, including envi-
ronmental neglect and weak 

public systems. The event 
emphasized the need for 
stronger social services, 
worker protection, healthcare 
access, safe migration path-
ways, and resilient communi-
ties to prevent trafficking.

APDF’s participation re-
flects a growing global un-
derstanding that environmen-
tal health and human rights 
are intertwined, and that pre-
venting trafficking requires a 
holistic approach that up-
holds dignity and opportunity 
for all.

Wenlock Hospital Imposes Strict 
Ban on Tobacco and Alcohol

MANGALURU

Wenlock Hospital in Mangaluru has enforced a strict ban on 
tobacco and alcohol to raise awareness about their health risks 
and maintain a cleaner environment. Since the rule took effect 
on March 24, 2025, patients and visitors found carrying such 
items have been fined between Rs 100 and Rs 500. According 
to District Health and Family Welfare Officer Dr. H.R. Thim-
mayya, the initiative has significantly reduced attempts to bring 
prohibited items into the hospital. So far, authorities have col-
lected Rs 1.83 lakh in fines from more than 1,400 violations. 
Confiscated products are disposed of per Pollution Control Act 
guidelines, and other hospitals are encouraged to adopt similar 
measures as well.
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Opposition erupts against IPL permission for Chinnaswamy Stadium
BENGALURU

Opposition has erupted after 
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar hinted at allow-
ing cricket matches to be held 
at the M Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um. Senior advocate NP Am-
ritesh has appealed to the of-
ficials of all the concerned 
departments that permission 
should not be given to host 
any cricket matches, includ-
ing the IPL, at the Chinnas-
wamy Stadium.

He has submitted a detailed 

letter to the Chief Secretary of 
the state government, Home 
Department, Police Depart-
ment, Fire and Emergency 
Services Department, Public 
Works Department, and Kar-
nataka State Cricket Associa-
tion, mentioning several 
points.

A suo motu inquiry is pend-
ing in the High Court into the 
stampede that occurred during 
the celebrations of the Royal 
Challengers Bangalore team. 
Expert reports have said that 
the stadium is unsafe for pub-

lic gatherings. DCM D.K. 
Shivakumar has made a state-
ment on the spot about grant-
ing permission to hold IPL 
matches at the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium when RCB fans put 
pressure on him. This is a di-
rect political decision taken 
without consulting the con-
cerned departments. Permis-
sion should not be given 
keeping in mind the loss of 
lives that has already oc-
curred, ignoring expert re-
ports.

The inquiry by Justice John 

Michael de Cunha’s commis-
sion found the stadium unsuit-
able and unsafe for mass 

gatherings. Safer alternative 
stadiums are available in the 
outskirts of Bengaluru or oth-

er cities, where it is better to 
host matches. Modern cricket 
is broadcast-based and can be 
broadcast  l ive  wi thout 
crowds, Amritesh explained 
in the letter.

DCM DK Shivakumar, who 
spoke to the media after vot-
ing in the Karnataka State 
Cricket Association elections 
held on Sunday, had spoken 
about legally allowing inter-
national matches to be held 
again at the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium.

Keeping in mind the capac-

ity to handle the crowd, we 
will use the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium appropriately within 
the legal framework and will 
also build another big stadium 
as an alternative. We will be 
careful not to let tragedies 
like stampede happen in the 
future. Be it IPL or World 
Cup matches, we will not let 
any opportunities slip away 
from here. We will organize it 
here. This is the honor of the 
state of Karnataka and Benga-
luru. We will save it, the 
DCM had said.

PROTECT SAFETY OF SPECTATORS

QUICK READ
Seventy four  

medical seats 
remaining: KEA 

BJP Raitha  
Morcha protests for 

farmers demands

Gold ornaments  
worth lakhs of rupees 

stolen from house

Bengaluru
The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) on 
Monday announced the 

final results of the 3rd 
round of seat allocation 

for UG Medical and Den-
tal courses as per the 

High Court order. Those 
who have been allotted 
seats should pay the fee 
by December 10 (by de-
ducting the fee already 

paid). The seat guarantee 
card should be down-

loaded and reported to 
the colleges by December 
11, said H. Prasanna, Exec-

utive Director of the au-
thority. A total of 1,080 
medical seats and 266 
dental seats have been 

allotted in this round. 
There are 74 medical 

seats remaining in the 
management quota in 

this round. All the dental 
seats have been allotted 
and none are vacant, it 

was explained. 

Bengaluru
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) Raitha Morcha in 

Nelamangala taluk of 
Bengaluru Rural district 
staged a protest rally to 

press for the farmers’ de-
mands. The protesters 
planned to march from 

the Chowdeshwari tem-
ple to the taluk office in 
Channappa Layout in 

Nelamangala town. At 
the same time, former 

BJP MLA Nagaraju. Sever-
al BJP leaders and activ-

ists including Mariswamy, 
Mallaiah Ramakrishnap-
pa and others participat-

ed in the protest.

Bengaluru
In a shocking incident, 

thieves broke into a house 
and looted gold orna-
ments and cash worth 

lakhs of rupees. The 
thieves looted Rs 50,000 

in cash and gold orna-
ments worth lakhs of ru-
pees from the house of 

Hemalatha. The incident 
took place when the fam-

ily had gone to the Has-
sanpuradamma temple 

and the incident came to 
light after returning from 
the temple. A case has 

been registered at  
Peenya police station.

‘Cong-backed candidates 
won in BDCC bank elections’

The Bangalore District Central Cooperative Bank elections were held  
on Sunday and Congress-backed candidates won 15 out of 18 seats

BENGALURU

Congress-backed candidates 
have won the Bangalore Dis-
trict Central Cooperative 
Bank (BDCC Bank) elections 
under the leadership of Depu-
ty Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar, said BAMUL Presi-
dent DK Suresh.

Addressing a media confer-
ence at BDCC Bank in 
Chamarajpet, Suresh gave in-
formation about the election 
results. The bank elections 
were held on Sunday and 
Congress-backed candidates 
won 15 out of 18 seats. Con-
gress candidates won 2 seats 
in Ramanagara, 1 in Channa-
patna, 2 in Kanakapura and 2 
in Magadi in Bengaluru South 
district, he said.

Somashekar has joined 
hands with us and our candi-
date has won in his constitu-

ency as well. In Bengaluru 
North district, Congress can-
didate has won 2 seats in 
Hoskote, 1 in Devanahalli, 1 
in Doddaballapur,  1 in 
Anekal, 1 in Bengaluru North 
constituency and 1 other con-
stituency with the cooperation 
of HM Revanna. The remain-
ing 2 seats in Nelamangala 
and Solur constituencies have 
been won by BJP candidates, 

he informed.
With the cooperation of 

Deputy Chief Minister Shiva-
kumar, Ministers Ramalinga 
Reddy, KH Muniyappa, 
Krishna Byregowda, and 
MLAs Shivanna, Sharath Ba-
chegowda, Iqbal Hussain, 
Balakrishna, CP Yogeshwar, 
Srinivas, leaders RK Ramesh, 
Venkataramanappa and other 
leaders, Congress-supported 

candidates have been elected to 
the governing body in this elec-
tion. I thank all the cooperative 
brothers, all the party leaders, 
Ministers, MLAs, and defeated 
candidates who cooperated in 
this election, he said.

The BDCC Bank with a 
long history, that attracts at-
tention in the state located in 
the capital and has seen many 
ups and downs. The Bank has 
been well managed in the cur-
rent situation. This Bank has 
a total coverage of 36 assem-
bly constituencies in Banga-
lore North, Bangalore South 
and Bangalore City districts, 
he said.

Our Board of Directors will 
lead BDCC Bank in the best 
possible way and provide the 
best services and facilities to 
the farmers and citizens under 
the purview of this Bank, he 
assured.

Metro Pink Line: 
Prototype train to be 

unveiled on Dec 11
BENGALURU

BMRCL has announced that 
preparations are underway to 
unveil the prototype train of 
Metro Pink route between 
Kalena Agrahara-Nagwara on 
December 11.

BEML has prepared the 
trains required for the Pink 
Line and the prototype train 
was ready by the end of No-
vember. Deputy Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar was sup-
posed to unveil the prototype 
train last Friday. But since 
Namma Metro decided to in-
spect the works on the Blue 
Line at the same time, it has 
been decided to unveil it on 
December 11. After that, per-
mission will be obtained for 
as many new trains as re-
quired, BMRCL said.

The Purple Metro line be-
tween Kalena Agrahara-Nag-
wara has an underground and 
an elevated line. Of these, the 
elevated line from Kalena 
Agrahara to Tavarekere is ex-
pected to be operational by 
next May. The first train will 
run between Kalena Agrahara, 

Hulimavu, IIM Bangalore, JP 
Nagar Phase 4, Jayadeva and 
Tavarekere metro stations. 
The entire line will be opera-
tional by December 2026, 
sources said.

On August 10, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi flagged 
off the Yellow Line of Nam-
ma Metro.  This  is  the 
much-awaited Yellow Line of 
Namma Metro, which is 
19.15 km long, from RV Road 
to Bommasandra. Passenger 
services began on August 11. 
This has expanded the city’s 
metro network to 96.1 km.

The state government 
has given a deadline 

to the companies that 
have been awarded the 

contract to complete 
the metro line from KR 
Pura to Silk Board by 

December 2026, the line 
from KR Pura to Hebbal 
by December 2027, and 
the line from Hebbal to 
the International Airport 

by June 2027.

Central govt should provide 
answers to NK’s problems: DCM

BENGALURU

The central government has to 
answer the problems of North 
Karnataka (NK). Regarding 
the problems of sugarcane 
growers and maize, I and CM 
Siddaramaiah have taken a 
decision that will be costly for 
the state government, said  
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar.

Responding to a question 
about whether North Karnata-
ka’s problems will be solved 
in the Belagavi session with 
the media near Sadashivana-
gara residence, he said that 
the central government has 
not spoken out about the 
problems of sugarcane grow-
ers and maize. BJP MPs have 
not raised their voices on any 
of the state’s problems. Bom-
mai is saying that the state 
government should buy. If so, 

what is the role of the central 
government. Who decides 
this. The central government 
fixes the price for everything. 
However, the central govern-
ment has not taken any deci-
sion on these issues so far. We 
are here to provide 
relief. Isn’t it the re-
sponsibility of the 
central government in 
this. Why has Bom-
mai not raised his 
voice on this issue in 
Parliament so far. Has 
he not met the Prime Minister 
and the Union Agriculture 
Minister and discussed it, he 
questioned.  

Meanwhile, talking about 
the irrigation problem and 
non-implementation of the 
project, he said that no one in 
the history of the department 
has done as many projects for 
irrigation projects as were 

done during my tenure. He 
said that he will not speak in 
front of the media on this is-
sue, let the opposition parties 
raise this issue in the session, 
and I will reply there.

When asked about Navjot 
Singh Sidhu’s wife’s 
statement that he 
should be given Rs 
500 crore to become 
a Minister in the 
Congress, he said, 
let’s hospitalize the 
person who said this. 

Let’s hospitalize him in a 
good mental hospital.

Asked if he would be leav-
ing for Delhi by December 
20, he said, I am holding a 
global conference in Hyder-
abad. Our neighboring state 
has invited us, and I and some 
officials are going there.  
We will discuss the rest later, 
he said.

KHBF URGES GOVERNMENT TO 
NOTIFY NEW APARTMENT ACT

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Home Buyers 
Forum (KHBF), an umbrella 
body representing apartment 
purchasers across the state, 
has urged the govt to immedi-
ately release the long-pending 
apartment Act, citing mount-
ing legal complications and 
non-compliance with key pro-
visions of the Real Estate 
(Regulation and Develop-
ment) Act, 2016. 

KHBF has been campaign-
ing for effective implementa-
tion of RERA, particularly 
Section 17, which mandates 
that common areas in a hous-
ing project must be trans-
ferred by the promoter to the 
Association of Allottees 
(AoA). However, there has 
not been much forward move-
ment on this front as, in many 
projects, the AoA is not regis-
tered as a ‘body corporate’, a 
statutory prerequisite for 
transferring common areas.

In its statement, the forum 
warned that continued failure 
to operationalise this require-
ment could have severe impli-

cations, especially during re-
development or in the event 
of structural failures which 
could result in damage to or 
collapse of buildings. Without 
a registered association,  
promoters cannot legally 
transfer land or common ar-
eas, leaving thousands of 
homebuyers without full own-
ership rights.

KHBF members said they 
have pursued remedies across 
several institutions such as the 
RERA authority, RERA ap-
pellate tribunal, Karnataka 
High Court, Human Rights 

Commission, and the Lo-
kayukta in an effort to draw 
the government’s attention  
to the issue. In fact, hopes 
soared in January this  
year when the High Court, 
hearing a writ petition, direct-
ed the state to submit its re-
sponse on the proposed apart-
ment Act. 

The Court also noted that 
the govt had earlier given a 
written commitment to frame 
and notify legislation. But al-
most a year after the HC di-
rective, the government has 
neither filed its response nor 
released the Act, despite as-
surances given during the 
election campaign, KHBF 
Convener Dhananjaya Pad-
manabhachar said, terming 
the delay, a denial of statutory 
rights to homebuyers”.   Ban-
galore Apartments’ Federation 
(BAF) has also demanded that 
the govt update the archaic 
Karnataka Apartment Owner-
ship Act, 1972 to end the ad-
ministrative chaos and litiga-
tion caused by the lack of 
clear management and owner-
ship rights.

IndiGo flight schedule changes,  
air ambulance fares also increase
BENGALURU

Lakhs of passengers have 
been suffering for the past 
five or six days due to disrup-
tions in IndiGo flights. Pas-
sengers who were supposed to 
travel from Bengaluru to 
many states and countries are 
struggling to get flights. This 
has also affected patients. Pa-
tients who are going for treat-
ment in other states and coun-
tries are also facing problems. 

Patients are airlifted in pri-
vate planes by I-Cat Air Am-
bulance. Before being admit-
ted to the hospital, a hospital 
bed is booked from Bengalu-

ru. They travel to and from 
Bengaluru by different air-
lines. After that, the patient is 
airlifted directly to the hospi-
tal. Due to the change in Indi-
Go flights, the price of air 
tickets has increased. There-
fore, the price of air ambu-
lances has inevitably in-
creased. 

IndiGo flight disruptions leave 5-year-old traveling alone
BENGALURU

Passengers across the country 
have been left in a state of 
shock due to problems with 
Indigo flights for the past 5-6 
days. Due to the Indigo prob-
lem, a 5-year-old girl, Then-
nal Ashwin, has to travel 
alone from Baramulla, Kash-
mir to Bengaluru. 

Then Nal was supposed to 

come to her grandmother’s 
house from Baramulla to Ben-
galuru with her uncle Adarsh. 
But on December 5, the ticket 

booking was canceled. On De-
cember 6, the ticket was also 
canceled, so Thennal came to 
Bengaluru with a caretaker. 
The child was sent to Bengalu-
ru due to the extreme cold in 
Baramulla. The two-way flight 
ticket rate booked by her fa-
ther-in-law to bring her back, 
the three tickets booked again, 
and the money paid to the care-
taker, totaled Rs 50,000.  

MLA unveils K25 
cr infrastructure 

upgrade
BENGALURU

MLA ST Somashekhar said 
that efforts are being made to 
provide world-class infra-
structure by installing under-
ground cables in the constitu-
ency to avoid power fluctua-
tions and to provide continu-
ous power supply.

Speaking after launching 
the work of installing 220/66 
KV EHV underground cables 
in Chikkegowdanpalya, Ban-
ashankari 6th phase, KPTCL, 
he said that work worth Rs 25 
crore has already been started 
in the layouts of Banashankari 
6th phase.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
will sign off on the asphalting 
of all the roads in the layouts 
of Banashankari 6th phase at 
a cost of Rs 50 crore. He said 
that necessary infrastructure 
including drainage will be 
provided at a cost of Rs 45 
crore in the coming days. He 
said that the work of install-
ing LED lights is in full swing 
in Kempegowda Layout, Vis-
vesvaraya Layout and Ban-
ashankari Layout.

Knowledge of calendar helps 
proper planning: R Shivamadaiah
BENGALURU

Former Zilla Panchayat mem-
ber R Shivamadaiah said that 
time, week and dates are im-
portant for everyone in their 
daily lives. 

Speaking after releasing the 
2026 New Year Calendar at 
the Sri Anjaneya Swamy 
Temple in Chikkegowdan Pa-

lya of Yeshwantpur assembly 
constituency, he said that 
time, week and date are im-
portant for carrying out work 
and tasks in daily life. 

According to Hindu tradi-
t ion,  the calendar is  a  
hand mirror by introducing 
people to the time, festivals 
and which day each festival 
falls.

3 members of 
the same family 

found dead
BENGALURU

A horrific incident in which 
three members of the same 
family were found dead took 
place on the 1st Main Road in 
Tavarekere. Madamma (68), 
her daughter Sudha (38) and 
Sudha’s 14-year-old son were 
found dead. Upon learning of 
the incident, Bangalore South 
East Division DCP Sara Fati-
ma, Sudduguntepalya police 
station police, and SOCO team 
personnel visited the scene and 
conducted an investigation. The 
family, originally from Dhar-
mapuri in Tamil Nadu, had 
been living in Thavarekere for 
one and a half years. The moth-
er, her daughter Sudha and her 
grandson lived with the mother. 
Initially, the mother and daugh-
ter ran a biryani hotel, and later 
they did housework along with 
the milk business.
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Development works 
proposed under 2025–

26 budget scheme

Meeting scheduled to 
address issues under 

GP limits 

Bengaluru Rural
In a significant move to 

boost infrastructure and 
public welfare services, 
officials have released a 
detailed proposal outlin-
ing various development 
works to be undertaken 

under the 2025–26 fiscal 
budget. The plan high-

lights sector-wise alloca-
tions and project catego-
ries aimed at improving 

essential civic amenities. 
According to the docu-
ment, funds will be di-
rected toward projects 
across several depart-
ments, including water 
supply, road develop-

ment, agriculture, educa-
tion, and urban ameni-

ties. Authorities empha-
sised the need for effec-
tive execution to ensure 

the proposed works 
translate into tangible 

improvements for local 
communities.

Anekal
Authorit ies have an-
nounced that a special 
grievance-redressal meet-
ing will be conducted to 
address various public is-
sues with in  the 
Gram Panchayat 
limits. The meeting 
aims to review pend-
ing works, resolve 
local complaints, 
a n d  e n s u re  t h e 
smooth functioning 
of developmental 
activities. According 
to officials, the pro-
gramme is sched-
uled for December 17 
at 11:30 am, and lo-
cal residents are en-
couraged to partici-
pate. The gathering 
will offer an oppor-
tunity for villagers to 
voice their grievanc-
es directly to the 
concerned depart-
ment representa-
tives. The Palalpya 
division has particu-
larly urged citizens to 
make use of this 
platform to raise is-
sues regarding civic 
amenities, infra-
structure gaps, and 
service delivery. 

TENDER NOTIFICATION

CHAMARAJANAGAR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
(An Autonomous Institute of Govt of Karnataka)

Sy. No: 124, Yadapura Village, Kasaba Hobli, Chamarajanagar-571313
E-Mail: directorcimsernagara@gmail.com

Tel: 08226-226701No. CIMS/SCP/TSP/Pa.Pu./144/2025-26

Website: https://cimsernagara.karnataka.gov.in   

 Dated: 28.11.2025

Sub: Invitation of Tender for the supply of various Text Books under SCP/TSP Scheme and also for 
CentralLibrary of this Institution under GIA budget of this Institution.

The Tender has been invited as per Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 Rule 
2000 for the supply of Various Books to the students under SCP / TSP Scheme and also for Central 
Library under GIA budget of this Institution. Interested Tenderers are informed to apply the tender on 
or before 24.12.2025 at 5.00 pm through e-portal: http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

If, the last date for submission of tender declared as Government Holiday, the next working day shall 
be treated as last date. No separate Notification in this regard will be issued. Interested tenderers may 
contact the college authorities for furthers information.

Dean and Director, 
Chamarajanagara Institute of Medical Sciences, Chamarajanagar.So: WADON: W. 200:541:2025-26

City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru
Office : 08262- 230420   Fax: 08262-232272  Commissioner : 08262-232272  Helpline: 08262-232222

E-Mail ID: comm_ckg@yahoo.co.in   Website : www.chickmagalur.gov.in
¸ÀASÉå:¹JA¹/¹PÉJA/£À¤PÁ/PÀÄ.¤Ã.¸À/01/2025-26    ¢£ÁAPÀ: 04.12.2025

JOB NO   1354/83      9 X 3

Tender is invited through e-procurement from Authorised Sellers/Distributors/Suppliers
for supply of the materials mentioned below under City Municipal Council Fund .  Those
interested can submit the Tender subject to conditions.

e-Procurement  Tender Notice

Sl
No.

Details of the Vehicle

1
2

E.M.D.
(in Rs.)

Cost of Tender Form – As per e-procurement.
1. Last date for submission of Tender in e-procurement portal: 20.12.2025 up to 17.00 Hrs.
2. Date of opening Technical Bid: 22.12.2025 at 11.00 Hrs.
Further details can be obtained during working hours of this office and from https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in Due to any reason, if there are any changes, they will be published
only in e-procurement and will not be published in newspapers.

DIPR/ckm/No.116/ksmca/25-26/1354

Sd/-  (Sri B.C. Basavaraju, K.M.A.S.)
Municipal Commissioner, City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru

Sd/- (Smt. B. Sheela Dinesh)  President
 City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru.

Sd/- (Smt. Lalitha Ravinaik )  Vice President
City Municipal Council, Chikkamagaluru.

DMA/2025-26/IND 5734
DMA/2025-26/IND 5741

58,750.00
24,000.00

Any person who has/have a claim in respect of the said certificates should lodge 
his/her/their claim with all supporting documents with the Company at its         
Registered / Corporate Office. If no valid and legitimate claim is received within 
15 days from the appearance of this notice, the Company will proceed to issue 
Duplicate Share Certificates to the person listed above and no further claim 
would be entertained from any person(s).

For 3M INDIA LIMITED, 
Pratap Rudra

Company Secretary
Date: 09/12/2025
Place: Bangalore

NOTICE OF LOSS OF SHARE CERTIFICATES
3M INDIA LIMITED

CIN: L31300KA1987PLC013543, Website: www.3m.com/in, 
Mail id- investorhelpdesk.in@mmm.com

PLOT NO 48-51 ELECTRONICS CITY, HOSUR ROAD, BANGALORE – 560100
The following Share Certificates of the Company have been reported as lost /      
misplaced and the holder of the said Share Certificate share requested the       
Company for issue of Duplicate Share Certificates.
Notice is hereby given that the Company will proceed to issue Duplicate Share Notice is hereby given that the Company will proceed to issue Duplicate Share 
Certificates to the below mentioned persons unless a valid objection is received 
by the Company within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice and no 
claims will be entertained by the Company with respect to the original Share     
Certificates after the issue of duplicate thereof. 

IN THE COURT OF THE ASSISTANT
COMMISSIONER AT RAMANAGARAM

SUB-DIVISION, RAMANGARA.
PTCL: 31/2024-25

R. Gopal Krishna  and  others.
                                  .....PETITIONERS.

-V/S-
Thanikachalam  and  others.
                                ....RESPONDENTS.
R1) Thanikachalam Son of Shanmugam,
aged about 53 years, Kaveri Pattana,
thomsam Pete, Dharmapuri District,
Thamilnadu State.

PAPER PUBLICATION
       WHEREAS, The above named
petitioner have instituted this petition
against you and others challenging the
sale deed in respect of the land bearing
survey No. 100/2 measuring 36 gunts,
and survy No. 100/1 measuring 1 acre
20 guntas both lands are situated at
Kothagondanahalli Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Kanakapura Taluk, Bangalore
south District as per the section 4(2)
of PTCL Act 1978 and the petitioner
prays to regrant the above said land.
The petitioner took steps against you,
through court as well as RPAD, which
has returned un-served.
      The above petition has been
posted to 15-12-2025 at about 11-00
A.M. Take notice and appear before
the Hon'ble Assistatant commissioner
court at Ramanagara on the above
mentioned date and time either
personally or through your advocate.
If you fail to appear, the above suit
will be decided exparte.

By order of the Court,
Thasildar, Assistant commissioner

court at Ramanagara.
Advocate for Petitioner:

Suresh N., Advocate,
K.G.N. Complex, 1st Floor,

B.M. Road, Ijoor, Ramanagara Town.

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi
No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-2/TENDER/2025-26/5214       DATE: 06/12/2025

E-Tender Notification-1/ Corrigendum e-Tender Notification
This Office Tender notification No. PWD/CKD 

DIV/AE-2/TENDER/2025-26/4871 Dated 18/11/2025 was 
called. Now First time extension/Corrigendum is made to 
extract more bidders for the work at Sl No. 2 is as below. 

Modified Calendar of events : 1)Last date for queries & 
clarifications : 16-12-2025 up to 5.30 PM, 2)Last Date of 
Receipt of Bids : 18-12-2025 up to 5.00 PM, 3)Date of opening 
of Technical bids (Two Cover System): 20-12-2025 at 4.30 PM, 
4)Date of opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): 
“after approval of Technical bids”, 5)If no bid received auto 
extension will be done by e-proc itself for 2 days. 

For more information & forms of tender can be 
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in  & departmental 
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected 
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division 
Chikkodi during working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1454/KSMCA/2025-26

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of IKF Home Finance Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as “IKF”) under 
Secuitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in 
exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 
issued Demand Notice dated mentioned below under Section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon you being the borrowers 
(names mentioned below) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice and interest thereon within 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers mentioned herein below having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to 
the borrowers mentioned herein below and to the public in general that the undersigned has Taken Possession of the property 
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of 
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrowers mentioned here in above in particular and the public in general 
are hereby cautioned not to deal with said property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of “IKF” for 
an amount as mentioned herein under and interest thereon.

Sr. 
No.

Name of the Borrower(s)
 / Guarantor(s) LAN

Description of Secured Assets
 (Immovable Property)

Demand Notice
Date & Amount

Date of
Possession

1

Lan :- 
LNXTK03723-240009932
1. B Lokesha. 
2. Lavanya S. 3. D Basavaiah. 
Are R/O. S/O Shri Basavaiah, 
Bheemasandra SSMC Post, Bellavi 
Road Tumkur, Tumkur District, 
Temple, Bheemasandra B. O, 
Tumkur, Karnataka, (India) -  572107

All The Peice And Parcel Building Bearing Khata 
No. 273/1003(Old Khata No. 1003/273/1003) 
Pid No. 47432, At Ward No 5, Bheemasandra 
Village, Kasabha Hobli, Tumkur Dist- 572107, 
Temple  -572107 (Adm. East To West 30’ 
North To South 60’) Bounded By East : House 
Belogs To Rajanna, West : Govt. Road, North : 
Site Belongs To Narayanappa, South : House 
Belongs To Chikkasiddaiah

22.09.2025
Rs. 10,01,566/- 
(Rupees Ten 

lakh One 
Thousand Five 
Hundred Sixty 

Six Only)                                    

05.12.2025

Place : Tumkur, Karnataka
Date : 05.12.2025

Sd/-
Authorized Officer 

For IKF Home Finance Limited

IKF Home Finance Limited
Equinox by Phoenix-Tower 3,10th Floor,Diamond Hills, Lumbini 
Avenue, Rai Durg, Gachibowli, Hyderabad |Telangana – 500081

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY [(Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)]

I, ANSAR, S/o Jani, 
resident of No 23, B H E L 
Compound, S R K Garden, 

Jayanagar, Bengaluru - 
560041, have changed my 

name to SYED ANSAR, 
vide affidavit dated: 

08.12.2025, before Notary G. 
DAYANANDA, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, SAYED ANWAR 
JANI BABU, S/o. Jani 

Babu, Residing at 
No.86, Anugondanahalli 
Hobli, Hosakote Taluk, 

Medimallasandra, 
Bengaluru Rural District, 
Bengaluru-560117, have 

changed my name to 
JOHNY ANWAR JANIBABU, 

Vide Affidavit Dated: 
08.12.2025 before notary R. 
BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, AISHA BILAL MIR, 
D/o. Parveez Roohi Mir, 
Resident of No.02/11, 

Third Floor, Spencer Road, 
Coles Park, Frazer Town, 
Bengaluru-560005, have 

changed my name to 
AISHA BILAL D/o. PARVEEZ 

ROOHI, Vide Affidavit Dated: 
08.12.2025 before notary R. 
BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Vatal Nagaraj demands ban on 
MES, warns of Kannada activism

Vatal Nagaraj urged the Karnataka government to immediately ban MES  
RAMANAGARA

Karnataka Chaluvali Vatal Pak-
sha president Vatal Nagaraj has 
demanded that the Maharashtra 
Ekikaran Samiti (MES) be 
banned in the state, declaring 
that he will hold a solo protest 
in front of the Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha in Belagavi if the gov-
ernment fails to act.

Speaking at a protest held on 
Monday at Aijuru Circle, he said 
MES has no role in Karnataka 
and no connection with the peo-
ple of the state. Let them do 
whatever they want in Maha-

rashtra. This government, which 
seems deaf and mute, is failing 
to show its strength. I will con-
tinue the struggle to alert the 
government. MES must be 
banned in Karnataka, he insisted.

Referring to Minister Laksh-
mi Hebbalkar’s recent remarks 
suggesting the division of Be-
lagavi, Nagaraj demanded an 
immediate withdrawal of the 
statement. He questioned 
whether such comments were 
paving the way for merging 
parts of Belagavi with Maha-
rashtra. He warned that Belaga-
vi must remain united and any 

talk of division would face 
fierce resistance from Kannada 
activists.

Kannadigas are peace-loving, 
but do not provoke us. You re-
peatedly try to gain attention by 
creating controversies. Not an 
inch of Karnataka’s land will be 
given away. MES hooliganism 
will not be tolerated. Vacate Be-
lagavi first, or Kannadigas will 
be forced to show their strength, 
he cautioned.

Responding to the ongoing 
aviation crisis, Nagaraj criti-
cised IndiGo Airlines for caus-
ing hardships to passengers over 

the past week. He said the 
company had failed to arrange 
alternatives and questioned 
whether the Union Ministry of 
Civil Aviation was functioning 
at all. Despite repeated issues, 
neither Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi nor the Civil Avia-
tion Minister had intervened, 
he alleged. He demanded an 
immediate resolution and said 
the prime minister should re-
sign if the crisis continues. 
Kannada activists plan to lay 
siege to the international air-
port on Tuesday afternoon to 
press their demand.

Student secures spot at 
National Championship

CHITRADURGA

A remarkable achievement has 
been recorded by a young athlete 
from Chitradurga taluk, who has 
earned a prestigious place in the 
upcoming national-level sports 
meet. L.H. Abhi, a Class 10 stu-
dent of BLR Residential Pre-Uni-
versity College (High School 
Section), Sirigere, clinched the 
first place in the state-level long 
jump event for the under-17 cate-
gory held recently in Bengaluru.

Competing against talented ath-
letes from across Karnataka, Abhi 
delivered an exceptional perfor-
mance by leaping 6.81 metres, 
setting a new state record in the 
process. His outstanding effort not 
only secured him the gold medal 
but also ensured his selection for 
the national-level athletics meet.

The national championship 
will be held in Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh, from December 13 to 
18, where Abhi will represent 
Karnataka in the long jump 
event. His selection has brought 
pride to his school, district, and 
mentors, who have played a piv-
otal role in nurturing his athletic 
talent.

Recognizing his success, offi-
cials from the education and 
sports departments congratulat-
ed the young athlete. Chitradur-
ga Block Education Officer H. 
Girija, Block Resource Coordi-
nator Sampath Kumar, and Ta-
luk Physical Education Inspector 
D. Suresh praised Abhi’s dedica-
tion and hard work. They also 
acknowledged the support of 
H.V. Naveen, the school’s Phys-
ical Education Teacher.

‘National-level opportunity 
should be fully utilised by youth’
CHIKKABALLAPUR

The nation’s youth receiving 
opportunities at the national 
level is truly commendable, 
and each participant must 
showcase their practical and 
technological abilities to the 
world, said Bhanu Chaitanya 
Verma, COO of Nagarjuna 
College of Engineering and 
Technology. He was speaking 
after inaugurating the Smart 
India Hackathon (SIH) – 2025 
programme by lighting the 
lamp at the Nagarjuna Engi-
neering and Technical College 
campus on Monday.

He noted that lakhs of young 
people across India participate 
in the Smart India Hackathon, 
and the institution is privileged 
to host 120 students from 11 

states this year. This is a re-
markable opportunity for engi-
neering students. Everyone 
must make the best use of it. I 
thank the Ministry of Educa-
tion and AICTE for placing 
their trust in us and offering 
this platform. The Nagarjuna 
institution will always remain 
committed to hosting such pur-
poseful events, he said.

Addressing the gathering, 
Dr. N. Ranjan, OS and Direc-
tor, DRDO Headquarters, 
New Delhi, said SIH-2025 is 
a national programme aimed 
at strengthening India’s de-
fence capability through inno-
vation. No problem can be 
solved from a single dimen-
sion. Only a multidisciplinary 
approach can bring effective 
solutions. 
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Hyderabad Airport on alert after bomb threats to flights
HYDERABAD

A fresh wave of bomb threat 
emails targeting three flights 
sent security agencies at Hy-
derabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (RGIA) into 
high alert. The threats, re-
ceived via email by RGIA 
customer support, claimed 
explosives were aboard 
flights arriving from Kannur, 
Frankfurt, and London Heath-
row. Airport authorities im-
mediately activated standard 
emergency protocols, mobil-
ising CISF personnel, police 
units, and bomb disposal 
squads. Despite the panic 

sparked by the messages, all 
three flights landed safely and 
were declared clear following 
extensive inspections.

According to airport offi-

cials, IndiGo flight 6E 7178 
from Kannur landed without 
incident at 10:50 p.m. on Sun-
day. Shortly after midnight, 
Lufthansa flight LH 752 from 

Frankfurt touched down safe-
ly at 2 a.m. on Monday. Brit-
ish Airways flight BA 277 
from Heathrow — the third 
aircraft mentioned in the 
threat — landed at 5:20 a.m. 
All flights were thoroughly 
checked by security person-
nel, and the threats were con-
firmed to be hoaxes.

Authorities have launched 
an investigation to trace the 
origin of the threatening 
email. The incident has inten-
sified concerns after a similar 
series of threats was issued 
just a day earlier. On Satur-
day, December 6, four flights 
were targeted within a 12-

hour span, prompting wide-
spread security measures at 
RGIA.

In Saturday’s incidents, the 
hoax threats were emailed for 
Air India flight AI 2879 from 
Delhi, British Airways flight 
BA 277 from Heathrow, and 
Singapore Airlines flight SQ 
518 from Singapore — all of 
which landed safely at Hyder-
abad after comprehensive se-
curity checks. However, Ku-
wait Airways flight KU 373 
from Kuwait opted to return 
to its departure airport as a 
precaution since Kuwait was 
the closest landing point when 
the threat was detected.

HYDERABAD AIRPORT THREATS
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Chinese national 
detained for visiting 

J&K without permission

College student  
death: Patnaik 

demands action 

Woman BLO accused  
of giving proxy  

for another BLO

Srinagar
A Chinese national visit-

ing J&K and Ladakh with-
out permission has been 
detained by authorities, 

officials said. Hu Congtai, 
29, arrived in Delhi on No-

vember 19 on a tourist 
visa, which permitted him 
to visit Buddhist religious 
places in Varanasi, Agra, 
New Delhi, Jaipur, Sar-

nath, Gaya, and Kushina-
gar, according to officials.  

However, leveraging his 
resemblance to locals, he 
boarded a flight to Leh on 
November 20 and did not 
register at the Foreigners 
Regional Registration Of-
fice counter located at the 

Leh airport. During his 
stay, he toured the Zan-

skar region for three days 
and visited places of im-
portance in the Himala-
yan town before landing 
in Srinagar on December 

1, the official said.

Bhubaneswar
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Pres-

ident and former Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik on Monday expressed 

deep shock and anger 
over the tragic death of a 
female college student 
who was set ablaze in 

Lanjibenda, Rajgangpur, 
questioning the state gov-
ernment’s response to the 
crime. The victim, identi-

fied as a local college stu-
dent, succumbed to se-

vere burns after being at-
tacked, triggering wide-

spread outrage across the 
state. In a social media 
post, Patnaik described 

the incident as extremely 
heartbreaking and offered 
his condolences to the be-

reaved family.

Kolkata
The first phase of Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 

of West Bengal’s electoral 
rolls is almost over. How-
ever, the controversy re-
garding Booth Level Of-

ficers (BLO) is refusing to 
die down. This time a BLO 
has been accused of giv-
ing proxy of another BLO 
who is related to her. The 
incident has taken place 
in Baruipur area of South 

24 Parganas district. A 
source in the state admin-
istration said on Monday 
that anganwadi worker 

Debi Haldar was assigned 
as the BLO of booth num-

ber 94 on December 4, 
replacing the previous 

BLO Soma Sen against 
whom complaints were 
raised by local people.

Yadav slams BJP for ‘owning 
nationalism’ during LS debate

Akhilesh Yadav criticised the BJP for claiming exclusive nationalism and 
politicising Vande Mataram during a special Lok Sabha session

NEW DELHI

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Monday 
launched a sharp attack on the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
accusing the ruling party of 
attempting to own everything 
and claim exclusive national-
ism, which he termed Rash-
tra-vivadi (anti-national). 
Speaking during a special ses-
sion of the Lok Sabha con-
vened to mark 150 years of 
the national song Vande 
Mataram, Yadav emphasised 
that the song belonged to ev-
ery Indian and must never be 

reduced to a political tool.
In his address, Yadav re-

called the deep historical sig-
nificance of Vande Mataram, 
stating that its roots in India’s 
freedom struggle should re-

main above partisan narra-
tives. When in Kolkata, Con-
gress leaders and Rabin-
dranath Tagore sang this, it 
reached the common people, 
and when people fought 
against the British, the slogan 
of Vande Mataram played a 
major role in uniting them, he 
said. He noted that the song 
had once alarmed British au-
thorities to the extent that 
they jailed people under sedi-
tion charges for chanting it. 
From 1905 to 1908, Vande 
Mataram was banned by the 
British, but they could not 
stop our revolution, and our 

freedom fighters kept taking 
it forward, he added.

Targeting the BJP’s ideo-
logical positioning, Yadav 
alleged that the ruling party 
wanted to own everything, 
including ideas and values it 
had no historical connection 
with. He referred to earlier 
debates during the formation 
of the BJP and the ideologi-
cal direction its early leader-
ship chose to follow. When 
the organisation was being 
formed, there was a debate 
on whether the BJP would 
walk the secular and socialist 
path or not. 

12 Maoists, including 
top leader Ramdher 

to surrender
RAIPUR

In a significant achievement 
for security forces, 12 Naxal-
ites — among them the noto-
rious Central Committee 
Member (CCM) Ramdher 
Majji — surrendered before 
police authorities in Chhattis-
garh’s Khairagarh Chhuikha-
dan Gandai district. The sur-
render, which took place at 
the Bakarkatta police station, 
is being hailed as one of the 
most impactful blows to Mao-
ist influence in the Maharash-
tra-Madhya Pradesh-Chhattis-
garh (MMC) zone in recent 
years.

Ramdher Majji, who car-
ried a reward of ₹1 crore on 
his head, was widely regard-
ed as one of the most danger-
ous Maoist operatives in cen-
tral India. His strategic ex-
pertise, involvement in major 
operations, and long-standing 
presence in the MMC special 
zonal committee area made 
him one of the foremost chal-
lenges for security agencies 
across the three states. Majji 
surrendered along with sev-
eral senior cadres, including 
ACM Ramsingh Dada and 
ACM Sukesh Pottam, and 
handed over an AK-47 rifle, 
marking a decisive shift in 
the ongoing counter-insur-
gency efforts.

Police confirmed the recov-
ery of a sizeable cache of 

weapons from the group, in-
cluding AK-47 rifles, INSAS 
rifles, SLRs, .303 rifles, and 
0.30 carbines. Among the 12 
who surrendered were six 
women cadres, indicating the 
deep and long-standing par-
ticipation of women in the 
upper ranks of the Maoist 
movement. Those who laid 
down arms include Lakshmi, 
Sheela, Yogita, Kavita, Sagar, 
DVCM Lalita, and DVCM 
Janaki. Other prominent sur-
renderees include DVCM 
Chandu Usendi and DVCM 
Prem.

According to senior offi-
cials, the surrender marks a 
critical milestone in disman-
tling Maoist operations in the 
region. Police sources re-
vealed that the group had 
been active in formulating 
strategies and executing oper-
ations within the MMC’s spe-
cial zonal committee area, 
often posing severe threats to 
state forces. The collapse of 
the network, particularly fol-
lowing Majji’s surrender, is 
being viewed as a turning 
point in the fight against left-
wing extremism.

Twelve maoists, including 
top leader Ramdher 
Majji, surrendered in 

Chhattisgarh, dealing a 
major setback to Maoist 

operations.

TVK submits fresh request for 
permission to hold rally in Erode 

Vijay’s TVK filed a new application for its December 16 Erode 
rally after police denied the original venue.

ERODE

Actor-politician Vijay’s Tami-
laga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK) 
has renewed its push to con-
duct a major public rally in 
Erode on December 16, sub-
mitting a fresh application on 
Monday after the district po-
lice rejected its earlier request 
citing security and space con-
straints. The move under-
scores the party’s determina-
tion to proceed with one of its 
most significant campaign 
events ahead of the 2026 
Tami l  Nadu  Assembly  
elections.

TVK’s State Executive 
Committee Chief Coordinator 
Sengottaiyan, accompanied 
by senior party administra-
tors, met Erode Collector 
Kandhasamy at the Collector-
ate camp office in Sampath 
Nagar on Monday morning. 

The delegation formally sub-
mitted a renewed petition 
seeking permission for the 
rally. A parallel representation 
was also filed with the Erode 
District Superintendent of Po-
lice, signalling the party’s in-
tention to follow due proce-
dure despite the setback.

The rally was initially 
planned on a seven-acre pri-
vate vacant land located near 
Pavalathampalayam on the 
Erode–Perundurai Road. 
However, a police team led 
by Superintendent of Police 
Sujatha inspected the venue 

and concluded that it lacked 
adequate space for crowd 
management. Officials also 
expressed concerns over po-
tential safety risks, prompting 
the denial of permission.

Following the refusal, TVK 
leaders held urgent consulta-
tions with district-level exec-
utives to reassess venue op-
tions. During these discus-
sions, an alternative site near 
Perundurai was identified as a 
more viable location. The par-
ty submitted a fresh request 
seeking police clearance for 
the new venue later in the 
day.

Sengottaiyan affirmed 
TVK’s commitment to adher-
ing to all government regula-
tions, stating, We will conduct 
the rally strictly in accordance 
with government rules and 
security guidelines once per-
mission is granted.

Minimum temperature 
drops to minus 2.4  
in J&K’s Srinagar 

SRINAGAR

Intense cold wave continued 
across Kashmir Valley on 
Monday as minimum tem-
perature dropped to minus 2.4 
degrees Celsius in Srinagar 
city with no immediate relief 
in sight from the biting cold. 
An intense dry cold wave has 
caused widespread flu and 
cold-related chest ailments in 
the valley, as doctors have is-
sued advisories asking people 
not to expose themselves to 
severe dry cold.

The air quality index (AQI) 
has worsened due to the lack 
of precipitation and continu-
ing addition to suspended par-
ticulate matter (SPM) in the 
air.

It is very important that we 
don’t expose ourselves, espe-
cially elders and children, to 
the abrupt cold outside 
homes. The number of pa-
tients reporting with flu and 
other chest-related ailments 
triggered by dry cold has ac-
tually more than doubled 
during the last week, senior 
pulmonologist, Dr Naveed 
Nazir Shah said.

Night temperature remained 
several notches below the 

freezing point in other parts 
of the Valley as well on Mon-
day. The Meteorological 
(MeT) Department officials 
said the minimum tempera-
ture was minus 2.4 degrees 
Celsius in Srinagar city, while 
it was minus 0.4 in Pahalgam 
and minus 2.5 in Gulmarg.

Jammu city had 7.9, Katra 
town 9.6, Batote 5.8, Banihal 
4.5 and Bhaderwah 2.6 de-
grees as the minimum tem-
perature. Except for a feeble 
western disturbance (WD) 
causing light snowfall in the 
higher reaches, there is little 
possibility of any major 
weather activity in J&K till 
December 15, the MeT de-
partment officials said.

Given the prevailing weath-
er conditions, the minimum 
temperature is likely to drop 
further in the coming days, 
the MeT department officials 
added.

Maharashtra government urges Centre to 
include leopards in Schedule 2 of the Act

NAGPUR

The Maharashtra government 
has appealed to the Centre to 
exclude leopards from Sched-
ule 1 of the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act and include them in 
Schedule 2 amid increasing 
deaths due to attacks in vari-
ous parts of the state.

Forest Minister Ganesh 
Naik on Monday said the bur-
geoning man-animal conflict 
has been extensively dis-
cussed in the state govern-
ment, and the issue has also 
been taken up with the Centre 
with an appeal for its urgent 
intervention.

Naik said that the conserva-
tionists and some people took 
a serious objection to my 
statement that the forest de-
partment officers should shoot 
the leopards after a few 
deaths were reported, espe-
cially in residential colonies. 
However, the leopards are in-
cluded in Schedule One. 
Therefore, there are limita-
tions on catching and killing 
man-eating leopards. There-
fore, a proposal has now been 

sent to the Central govern-
ment to remove leopards from 
Schedule One. Permission for 
the sterilisation of leopards 
has been received from the 
Central government. There-
fore, man-eating leopards 
should be found and steril-
ised, he added.

According to the forest de-
partment sources, leopards are 
currently listed under Sched-
ule I, which gives them the 
highest level of protection, 
making the process of catch-
ing or killing man-eating 
leopards a restricted and com-
plicated process.

Following a recent increase 
in fatal leopard attacks on hu-
mans, particularly in the 
Pune, Nashik, and Ahily-
anagar districts, residents and 
politicians have demanded 
government action. The intent 
behind including leopards in 
Schedule 2 is to enable broad-
er intervention in conflict 
zones and provide authorities 
with more flexibility in deal-
ing with problem animals, 
such as easier capture, trans-
location, or, in extreme cases, 
killing of man-eaters if  
they cannot be captured or 
tranquillised.

Kabir’s mosque 
donation video 
triggers fresh 

storm
KOLKATA

A video showing stacks of 
currency notes being counted 
as part of the donations for 
the proposed Babri Mosque at 
Beldanga in Murshidabad dis-
trict has drawn wide attention 
after suspended Trinamool 
Congress MLA Humayun 
Kabir posted it on his social 
media page. The footage has 
circulated rapidly, prompting 
fresh debate on the scale and 
source of the funds collected.

The legislator from the 
Bharatpur constituency has 
hinted that he may launch his 
new political party on Decem-
ber 22. Kabir said on Monday 
that 11 trunks filled with cur-
rency notes had been collected 
as cash offerings from local 
residents since Saturday, the 
day the foundation stone for 
the proposed mosque was laid.

The exact worth of the cur-
rencies collected as cash do-
nations is yet to be ascer-
tained, he said.

He added that online contri-
butions had also come in, not-
ing that about Rs 93 lakh had 
been received through a QR 
code he had posted on his so-
cial media page.

Kabir, however, did not di-
vulge the details about an un-
named donor whom he says 
has pledged about Rs 80 crore 
for the project. He only de-
scribed the individual as a 
Muslim businessman with an 
annual turnover of more than 
Rs 4,000 crore. He did not 
disclose the person’s identity 
or place of origin, which has 
led to further questions.

He reiterated that the pro-
posed mosque budget is Rs 
300 crore, with plans to repli-
cate the original structure that 
stood in Ayodhya, which was 
demolished on December 6, 
1992.

Flight cancellations leave  
Patna passengers stranded

PATNA

The ongoing IndiGo operational crisis continued to disrupt air trav-
el from Patna Airport on Monday, with multiple flights cancelled, 
leaving passengers stranded for the seventh consecutive day.

On Sunday, many travellers missed job interviews and important 
engagements, while others were forced to wait at the airport for 
hours. A total of 10 IndiGo flights to Chennai, Bengaluru, Delhi, 
Ahmedabad, Kolkata, and other destinations were cancelled.

Several arrival and departure flights also experienced delays 
of up to 30 minutes.

According to airport officials, five IndiGo flights scheduled to 
depart on Monday to cities including Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, 
and Kolkata have also been cancelled. Passengers affected by 
cancellations or delays are being contacted individually.

As a result, the footfall at IndiGo ticket counters on Sunday 
was noticeably lower than usual. Many passengers claimed their 
flight tickets were renewed twice or thrice, but they were unable 
to travel to their desired destinations due to cancellations.

Airline officials have stated that operations are expected to 
return to normal by December 15. A help desk has also been set 
up at the airport, and a dedicated helpline -- 9771449159 -- has 
been issued for travellers.
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Defence Minister reaffirms push for 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, in his Armed Forces 
Day address, reaffirmed the 
government’s unwavering 
commitment to achieving 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in the 
defence sector, stating that In-
dia is witnessing a decisive 
shift from being an import-de-
pendent nation to becoming a 
global defence manufacturing 
power. He said there was a 
time when India lacked the 
systems and capabilities to 
produce its own military 
equipment, but the last decade 
has seen a historic transfor-
mation in both output and  
capacity.

According to Singh, India’s 
defence production value has 
surged by 174 per cent — 
from ₹46,000 crore in 2014–
15 to a record ₹1.51 lakh 
crore in 2024–25. Defence 
exports have also seen expo-

nential growth, rising from 
just ₹686 crore in 2013–14 to 
₹23,622 crore in 2024–25. In-
dia now exports weapons, 
platforms and defence sys-
tems to more than 90 coun-
tries, signalling the emer-
gence of a robust and globally 
competitive industry.

Officials noted that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
consistently positioned de-
fence self-reliance as integral 

to India’s vision of becoming 
a secure, confident and devel-
oped nation by 2047. Citing 
successful missions like Op-
eration Sindoor, PM Modi has 
highlighted that combat-prov-
en indigenous platforms 
strengthen national deterrence 
and enhance India’s credibili-
ty as a dependable defence 
supplier.

A major factor behind this 
transformation, Singh said, is 

the government’s policy of 
opening the defence sector to 
private players, thereby ex-
panding the industrial ecosys-
tem and creating competi-
tion-driven innovation. The 
preference for India-made 
hardware in procurement pol-
icies has further catalysed in-
vestment and technological 
advancement across the pub-
lic and private sectors.

Strong economic growth 
has also enabled a sharp in-
crease in military spending. 
The defence budget has near-
ly tripled from ₹2.53 lakh 
crore in 2013–14 to ₹6.81 
lakh crore for 2025–26. Nota-
bly, 75 per cent of the capital 
procurement budget in recent 
years has been earmarked for 
domestic industry, providing 
predictable long-term demand 
and encouraging companies 
to invest in R&D, manufac-
turing capacity and strategic 
partnerships.

AATMANIRBHAR DEFENCE GROWTH
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Mamata Banerjee 

orchestrated Babri-
style mosque ceremony

Mahotsav offers 
tribute to Pramukh 

Swami Maharaj

Maharashtra  
seeks �75k cr  

amid debt

New Delhi
Minister Giriraj Singh on 

Monday criticised the 
foundation-laying ceremo-
ny of a Babri Masjid-style 

mosque by suspended Tri-
namool Congress MLA Hu-
mayun Kabir, alleging that 
the act was not an individ-
ual initiative but part of a 
political strategy backed 

by West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee. 

Speaking to reporters out-
side Parliament, Giriraj Sin-
gh claimed, It is not Huma-
yun Kabir, but Mamata Ba-
nerjee who has orchestrat-
ed this. She is creating dra-

ma and extracting state-
ments from her MPs as 

part of a planned narrative. 
He further alleged that the 
ceremony was an attempt 
to reignite Hindu-Muslim 

tensions.

Ahmedabad
The culmination of the 
much-anticipated Pra-

mukh Varni Amrut Mahot-
sav, which resonated 

throughout the past year, 
unfolded in grand splen-
dour at the iconic Sabar-

mati Riverfront Event 
Center in Ahmedabad dur-

ing the weekend. The 
event celebrated the self-
less services of Pramukh 

Swami Maharaj, through a 
series of breathtaking 

presentations. A magnifi-
cent assembly was held on 
the banks of the Sabarma-

ti River at the Riverfront 
Event Center to celebrate 
the Pramukh Varni Amrut 
Mahotsav, honouring 75 

years since Shastriji Maha-
raj, founder of BAPS, ap-
pointed Pramukh Swami 
Maharaj as President of 

BAPS at the Ambli Vali Pol.

Nagpur
Amid rising public debt of 

Rs 9.32 lakh crore and 
higher revenue and fiscal 
deficits, the Maharashtra 
government on Monday 
placed supplementary 

demands amounting to 
Rs 75,286.38 crore before 
the state legislature. Dep-
uty Chief Minister and Fi-
nance Minister Ajit Pawar 
presented the demands 

on the opening day of the 
week-long winter session. 
Out of the total outlay, Rs 
15,648 crore has been set 
aside for compensation 

and financial aid to farm-
ers affected by rain and 

floods, at a time when the 
state is rolling out a Rs 

32,000 crore relief pack-
age for those hit by ex-

treme weather.

Empowering women is core of 
MMUA scheme: Assam CM

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma highlighted the MMUA scheme’s focus on 
women’s financial independence as thousands receive initial seed funding.

Maharashtra tables 
bill to amend 

Public Trusts Act

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Monday 
reiterated that empowering 
women to become financially 
independent remains the cen-
tral objective of the state gov-
ernment’s flagship Mukhya-
mantri Mahila Udyamita 
Abhiyan (MMUA). His re-
marks, posted on X, come as 
thousands of eligible benefi-
ciaries across Assam have be-
gun receiving the ₹10,000 
seed fund support under the 
scheme. The disbursal marks 
a significant step in the state’s 
ongoing efforts to strengthen 
self-help groups (SHGs), en-

hance livelihood avenues, and 
bring more women into for-
mal economic decision- 
making.

Launched earlier this year, 
MMUA seeks to offer direct 
financial assistance to women 
from low-income households 
and SHG networks. The ini-

tiative aims to help women 
start small businesses, expand 
their existing livelihood activ-
ities, or invest in new in-
come-generating ventures. By 
offering a seed fund that re-
quires minimal paperwork 
and bypasses traditional bank-
ing hurdles, the scheme elim-
inates one of the biggest bar-
riers rural and semi-urban 
women face — access to for-
mal credit.

A senior government offi-
cial stated that the scheme is 
expected to benefit several 
lakh women as disbursements 
move ahead in phases. The 
programme is seen as a natu-
ral progression of the Assam 

government’s sustained focus 
on women-centric welfare 
measures in recent years.

One of the most notable ini-
tiatives in this regard is the 
Orunodoi scheme, which pro-
vides monthly financial aid 
directly to women as the pri-
mary household beneficiaries. 
The financial support ensures 
better access to nutrition, 
healthcare, and other essential 
goods, while strengthening 
women’s decision-making 
roles at home. Together, pro-
grammes like Orunodoi and 
MMUA represent Assam’s 
broader push to improve eco-
nomic stability and social em-
powerment for women.

NAGPUR

The Maharashtra government 
on Monday tabled a Bill to 
amend the Maharashtra Pub-
lic Trusts Act, aiming to bring 
greater clarity, accountability, 
and uniformity to the admin-
istration of public, religious, 
and charitable trusts across 
the state. The amendments 
seek to resolve long-standing 
issues related to trustee ap-
pointments, property owner-
ship disputes, and violations 
affecting beneficiaries and 
public welfare.

A key proposal in the Bill is 
the revision of the existing 
definition of trustee under 
Section 2(18). The amend-
ment introduces two specific 
categories — tenure trustees 
and perpetual trustees — to 
distinguish members based on 
the duration of their appoint-
ment. This change, the Bill 
states, is essential because 
several trust instruments 
lacked clarity regarding the 
tenure or permanency of trust-
ees, leading to extensive liti-
gation before the Charity 
Commissioner and courts. 
Such disputes often delayed 
trust operations and negative-
ly impacted beneficiaries.

To prevent concentration of 
power, the Bill mandates that 
perpetual trustees, who are 
appointed for life, cannot ex-
ceed 25 per cent of a trust’s 
total Board strength. Addi-
tionally, if a trust deed does 
not specify a trustee’s term, 
the trustee will be automati-
cally categorised as a tenure 

trustee, typically with a term 
of up to five years. This pro-
vision is expected to stream-
line board management and 
encourage periodic review of 
trustee performance.

The Bill also proposes an 
important amendment to Sec-
tion 18(6), requiring that any 
application for registration of 
a trust be accompanied by 
documents proving ownership 
or interest in immovable 
property claimed as trust 
property. The government be-
lieves this will help prevent 
fraudulent claims during reg-
istration and protect genuine 
trust assets from misuse. Fur-
ther strengthening regulatory 
enforcement, the Bill recom-
mends increasing penalties 
for violations such as unau-
thorised sale or leasing of 
t rust-owned immovable  
property.

The Maharashtra 
government introduced 

amendments to 
standardise trust 

administration, reduce 
litigation, and enhance 

oversight through clearer 
trustee classifications.

Ennore fishermen protest 
peripheral ring road works

Fishermen near Ennore allege Chennai Peripheral Ring Road 
construction has obstructed river flow, endangering livelihoods

CHENNAI

As the State Highways De-
partment accelerates construc-
tion of the Chennai Peripheral 
Ring Road (CPRR) connect-
ing Mahabalipuram to Ennore 
Port, fishermen in the Ennore 
region have raised alarm over 
what they describe as severe 
disruptions to the Kosas-
thalaiyar River. They claim 
that large-scale dumping of 
earth and construction debris 
for bridge works has obstruct-
ed the natural flow of the riv-
er, posing risks to both their 
livelihood and safety.

Communities from Kattuk-
uppam, Mugathuvarakuppam 
and Sivan Padai Kuppam rely 
heavily on a crucial fishing 
zone known as Velamaram 
Paadu. The bridge for the 
CPRR project has been built 
right across this stretch. Al-
though bridge construction is 
reportedly complete, fishers 
say the temporary earthen 
bunds and debris placed in-
side the river during the proj-

ect remain unremoved, nar-
rowing the river and altering 
water flow patterns.

K. Murugeshan, a fisher-
man from Kattukuppam, said 
dumping began in January 
despite strong opposition 
from the local community. 
The Highways Department 
dumped huge quantities of 
earth into the river even as 
we opposed it. Our sustained 
protests halted the dumping 
for two months, but the ma-
terial already dumped has 
narrowed the river and 
changed the flow pattern, he 
said.

In a separate petition, fish-
erman-activist Retnakumar 
warned that the constricted 

river mouth has sharply in-
creased current speeds, mak-
ing it hazardous for fishermen 
navigating traditional boats. 
The increased current has al-
ready caused several mishaps 
involving fishing vessels. 
This is a direct threat to fish-
ermen’s lives, he said.

Activists have further ac-
cused the Highways Depart-
ment of violating conditions 
imposed by the Tamil Nadu 
State Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Authority (TNSCZMA). 
Clearance guidelines explicit-
ly state that the CPRR project 
should not obstruct natural 
water flow, affect fishing ac-
tivities or damage the local 
ecosystem. 

Gujarat Government inaugurates new staff housing block 
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government on 
Monday reinforced its push 
for inclusive urban develop-
ment with the inauguration of 
newly-built government staff 
housing in Navrangpura. The 
project ,  compris ing 44 
Class-C quarters constructed 
by the Roads and Buildings 
Department, was launched in 
the presence of Minister of 
State for Urban Development 
Darshana Vaghela.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Vaghela said the government 
is committed to ensuring that 

employees have access to 
safe, dignified and secure 
housing. She emphasised that 
providing quality accommo-
dation is not just an adminis-
trative responsibility but a 
priority linked to the welfare 
of employees’ families.

Vaghela also highlighted 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of housing for 
all is being realised through 
various state and central 
schemes.

She pointed out that multi-
ple housing projects recently 
inaugurated in Ahmedabad by 
Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah have helped fulfil the 
long-pending housing needs 
of low-income families, giv-
ing them a stable foundation 
for a better future.

The newly-inaugurated 
Navrangpura staff housing 
complex has been equipped 
with essential facilities, safety 
measures and basic amenities 

aimed at improving the living 
standards of government em-
ployees. At the event, housing 
allotment orders were formal-
ly distributed to eligible ben-
eficiaries. MLA Amit Shah, 
R&B Department Executive 
Engineer Riya Modi, munici-
pal corporators and other se-
nior officials were present 

during the ceremony, which 
marked another step in the 
state’s ongoing efforts to ex-
pand affordable housing in-
frastructure across urban Gu-
jarat. Gujarat’s housing infra-
structure has expanded rapid-
ly over the past decade, driv-
en by a push for affordable, 
resilient, and well-planned 
urban development.

The state has focussed on 
providing quality housing for 
both low-income citizens and 
government  employees 
through schemes like PMAY, 
PPP-based projects, and 
state-supported rental options.

High Court stays CAT order on IAS 
officer’s allotment to Telangana 

HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court on 
Monday stayed the order of 
the Central Administrative 
Tribunal (CAT) allotting IAS 
officer Amrapali Kata to the 
Telangana cadre. The stay 
was granted on a petition by 
the Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT), chal-
lenging the CAT order. The 
court directed the IAS offi-
cer’s counsel to file the count-
er and adjourned the hearing 
for six weeks.

In June 2025, the Hyder-
abad branch of CAT allowed 
the petition of the 2010-batch 
IAS officer to direct the au-
thorities to allot her to the 
Telangana cadre. The CAT 
pulled up the government for 
adopting a selective approach 
in applying the Pratyush 
Sinha Committee guidelines, 
describing the inconsistency 
as discriminatory.

Kata, currently serving as 

the Managing Director of the 
Andhra Pradesh Tourism De-
velopment Corporation, had 
approached the tribunal after 
the Union government reject-
ed her request to be allotted 
to the Telangana cadre last 
year.

The CAT noted that while 
the guidelines framed by the 
Pratyush Sinha Committee 
were being strictly applied in 
some cases, they were relaxed 
arbitrarily for others without 

valid justification. Holding 
that such selective implemen-
tation amounts to discrimina-
tion, it found merit in Kata's 
arguments.

Observing that the authori-
ties failed to provide a ratio-
nale for denying her request 
while accommodating others, 
the tribunal allowed her plea 
and directed the government 
to take appropriate steps  
for her cadre transfer to  
Telangana.

Kata was one of  the  
four  IAS off icers  who  
were directed by DoPT in 
October last year to join du-
ties in Andhra Pradesh. Ron-
ald Rose, Vani Prasad, Kata, 
and Karuna Vakati had to 
join the duties as the High 
Court had declined to pass 
any orders. The CAT, while 
hearing the petitions chal-
lenging the DoPT order, had 
also asked the officers to join 
duties as directed by the 
DoPT.

Bomb threat sparks 
panic at three 

places in Rajasthan
JAIPUR

Tension escalated in Rajasthan 
on Monday after fresh bomb 
threats were emailed to the 
Kota Collectorate, a prominent 
coaching institute in Kota, and 
the Rajasthan High Court in 
Jaipur. The alerts triggered an 
immediate response from po-
lice and security agencies, and 
intensive search operations are 
currently underway at all key 
locations. According to offi-
cials, the threat email sent to 
the Kota Collector’s official 
address warned: The Kota 
Collectorate and Shikhar 
Coaching Centre in Jawahar 
Nagar will be blown up with 
RDX bombs.

Following the message, au-
thorities swiftly evacuated the 
premises. Police teams, bomb 
detection and disposal squads, 
dog squads, and Army per-
sonnel were deployed to se-
cure the areas and conduct 
thorough inspections.

Kota Collector Piyush Sa-
maria confirmed the threat 
message was received at 
around 7.20 a.m. The email 
also claimed responsibility 
and stated the sender was al-
legedly based in Kerala.

So far, no explosives or sus-
picious items have been re-
covered from any of the 
threatened locations, suggest-
ing a possible coordinated 
hoax aimed at spreading fear, 
said officials.

Security across government 
buildings and public institu-
tions has been tightened, and 
cyber teams are working to 
trace the origin of the emails.

Authorities have urged the 
public to remain alert but 
avoid panic as the investiga-
tion continues.

Suspended TMC MLA likely to  
be shifted to new seat 

KOLKATA

Bharatpur MLA Humayun Kabir is likely to have his seat 
changed in the West Bengal Assembly after the Trinamool Con-
gress suspended him from the party, a senior party official said 
on Monday. He was suspended following his controversial de-
cision to go ahead with laying the foundation stone for a ‘Babri 
Masjid-style’ mosque in Murshidabad.

TMC Chief Whip in the state Assembly, Nirmal Ghosh, said 
the party was keeping an eye on the matter and it would be 
decided soon.

We are keeping an eye on the matter. A decision will be made 
on the seating arrangements of the suspended MLAs, including 
Kabir, in the Assembly in the next few days, he said.
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San Francisco Social 

Worker Fatally 
Stabbed at Hospital

Bhagavad Gita 
Celebrated Through 

Dance in Canada

Six Terrorists Killed In 
Pakistan Security 

Operation

San Francisco
A social worker at Zucker-
berg San Francisco Gen-
eral Hospital, 51-year-old 
Alberto Rangel, died after 

being stabbed by a pa-
tient in the hospital’s HIV/
AIDS clinic. The suspect, 

34-year-old Wilfredo Tor-
tolero Arriechi, allegedly 
used a kitchen knife and 

was restrained by a depu-
ty. Rangel, described as 

compassionate and dedi-
cated, was rushed into 
surgery but did not sur-
vive. Colleagues held a 
candlelight vigil, calling 

his death a tragedy. Hos-
pital officials said safety 

is now a top priority, add-
ing more security officers, 
restricting access, and in-
stalling weapon-screen-

ing systems. Staff had 
previously raised con-

cerns about clinic security.

Ottawa
The Indian High Commis-
sion in Ottawa hosted a 

musical dance ballet, “Ut-
tar ~ Answer,” celebrating 
the Bhagavad Gita during 
the International Gita Ma-
hotsav. Held at Carleton 
University’s Kailash Mital 
Theatre, the performance 
brought Krishna and Ar-

jun’s timeless dialogue to 
life through expressive 

movement and rhythm. 
Indian High Commission-
er Dinesh K. Patnaik high-
lighted the Gita as a living 
cultural heritage, inspiring 
harmony and responsibili-

ty. Similar events were 
held in Toronto, featuring 
bhajans, stage plays, and 
spiritual talks. The festival 

honors the Gita’s teach-
ings of duty, righteous-
ness, and knowledge, 

keeping India’s spiritual 
philosophy alive across 

the globe.

Peshawar
At least six terrorists and 
one security personnel 

were killed Monday in an 
operation in Mohmand 
district, Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa, officials said. 
The area, near the Afghan 
border, is known for mili-
tant activity. Police tar-

geted terrorists reportedly 
planning attacks in Soran 

Darra. Several militants 
were injured, authorities 

added. The operation 
aimed to strengthen re-
gional security and pre-

vent future attacks. Iden-
tities of the terrorists and 
details of the injured re-

main under investigation.

Sri Lanka Thanks India for Cyclone Relief Support
COLOMBO

 
Sri Lankan MP Namal Ra-
japaksa on Monday expressed 
gratitude to India for its ongo-
ing relief efforts under Oper-
ation Sagar Bandhu following 
Cyclone Ditwah. He met In-
dian High Commissioner to 
Sri Lanka, Santosh Jha, ac-
knowledging India’s swift 
humanitarian response.

Rajapaksa shared on X, 
“Called on the Indian High 
Commissioner Santosh Jha to 
express our heartfelt thanks 
for India’s swift support 
during the Sri Lanka floods. 
India has consistently been 
our first responder in difficult 

times. Grateful to the Govern-
ment and people of India.”

The Indian High Commis-
sion confirmed that India will 
continue its support to help 
Sri Lanka rebuild and recover. 

Earlier on Sunday, India sent 
around 1,000 tonnes of aid, 
including food and clothes, 
with 300 tonnes reaching Co-
lombo via three Indian Naval 
ships. The relief materials 

were handed over to Sri Lan-
ka’s Minister for Trade, Com-
merce, Food Security, and 
Cooperative Development, 
Wasantha Samarasinghe.

In addition to delivering 
aid, Indian Army Engineers 
joined Sri Lankan engineers 
and the Road Development 
Authority to remove a dam-
aged bridge on the Paran-
than–Karachchi–Mullaitivu 
(A35) road in Kilinochchi 
district. This joint effort 
aims to restore vital connec-
tivity in cyclone-affected 
regions.

Operation Sagar Bandhu, 
launched by India on Novem-
ber 28, provides search and 

rescue as well as Humanitari-
an Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) support in the 
aftermath of Cyclone Ditwah, 
which caused severe flooding, 
landslides, and widespread 
damage.

High Commissioner Jha 
also met Sri Lankan Foreign 
Minister Vijitha Herath and 
corporate leaders associated 
with the ‘Rebuilding Sri Lan-
ka Fund’ to discuss ongoing 
assistance and long-term re-
habilitation. India’s multifac-
eted support underscores its 
commitment to stand with Sri 
Lanka in relief, recovery, and 
reconstruction during this 
challenging period.

SWIFT HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

India Will Buy Fuel 
Where Profitable: Russia

Following Putin’s India visit, he and Modi held extensive talks on politics, 
security, trade, economics, and cultural cooperation

MOSCOW
 

India will continue purchas-
ing energy resources wherev-
er it finds them economically 
advantageous, Dmitry Peskov, 
Press Secretary to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, re-
affirmed on Monday. Speak-
ing in Moscow, Peskov called 
Putin’s recent state visit to 
India “very successful” and 
said New Delhi’s policy re-
flects its sovereign right to 
protect national economic in-
terests.

The statement follows Pu-
tin’s two-day visit to India 
last week, during which he 
met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for extensive talks at 
Hyderabad House as part of 
the 23rd India-Russia Annual 
Summit. The leaders dis-

cussed all aspects of bilateral 
relations, including politics, 
security, trade, economics, 
and cultural cooperation.

Putin emphasized that Rus-
sia remains a reliable energy 
supplier and will ensure “un-
interrupted fuel supplies” for 
India’s growing economy. He 
highlighted the growing use 
of national currencies in bilat-

eral trade, noting that 96 per 
cent of transactions now in-
volve the Russian ruble or 
Indian rupee. Large joint proj-
ects are increasingly financed 
in rubles, reflecting deepening 
financial and energy coopera-
tion.

Both leaders witnessed the 
signing of multiple agree-
ments, including Memoran-

dums of Understanding on 
trade and commerce, mari-
time cooperation, migration 
and mobility, health and food 
safety, fertilizers, academic 
exchanges, media coopera-
tion, and people-to-people 
ties. Putin noted that these 
steps strengthen the “Special 
and Privileged Strategic Part-
nership” and support sustain-
able, long-term cooperation.

Peskov underlined that In-
dia’s energy policy is guided 
by economic considerations 
and that Russia expects New 
Delhi to continue sourcing 
fuel where it is beneficial. 
The statement signals conti-
nuity in India-Russia energy 
relations and reassures Mos-
cow of its role as a key part-
ner in meeting India’s grow-
ing energy demands.

Macron Warns 
China on Trade 

Imbalance Tariffs
PARIS

 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron has warned China that 
the European Union may im-
pose tariffs if Beijing fails to 
address its growing trade sur-
plus with Europe. Macron 
made the remarks after return-
ing from a three-day state visit 
to China, where he sought in-
creased investment and aimed 
to recalibrate relations with 
Beijing. Macron said China’s 
massive trade surplus is unsus-
tainable, noting that 
Beijing is “killing 
their own clients” by 
importing very little 
from Europe. He 
added that if China 
does not respond, 
Europe  may be 
forced to adopt strong mea-
sures, including tariffs similar 
to the approach taken by the 
United States. France’s goods 
trade deficit with China 
reached around €47 billion 
($54.7 billion) last year, while 
China’s trade surplus with the 
EU rose to nearly $143 billion 
in the first half of 2025, setting 
a six-month record. Tensions 
between France and China es-
calated last year after the EU 
imposed tariffs on Chinese 
electric vehicles, prompting 
Beijing to retaliate by restrict-

ing French cognac exports. 
Macron criticized the US 

approach to China, saying it 
had worsened Europe’s posi-
tion by diverting Chinese 

goods toward the EU 
market. “We’re stuck 
between the two; it’s 
a question of life or 
death for European 
industry,” he said, 
adding that not all 
EU members, includ-

ing Germany, share France’s 
stance.

The French President also 
emphasized Europe’s need for 
competitiveness and highlight-
ed the role of the European 
Central Bank in supporting 
growth and jobs, warning that 
its continued government bond 
sales could raise long-term in-
terest rates. Macron concluded 
that Europe must remain a 
zone of monetary stability and 
a credible destination for in-
vestment while protecting its 
industrial base.

Macron criticized China’s 
huge trade surplus, 

warning Europe might 
impose strong measures, 

including tariffs, if  
Beijing continues minimal 

imports from Europe, 
harming its own clients

TEHRAN
 

Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyed 
Abbas Araghchi on Monday 
reaffirmed Tehran’s determi-
nation to continue its “peace-
ful” nuclear energy pro-
gramme, following attacks 
that damaged but did not de-
stroy its nuclear technology. 
Speaking to Japan’s Kyodo 
News, Araghchi emphasized 
that Iran, like Japan, has the 
right as a Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) member 
to use nuclear technology for 
peaceful purposes.

Araghchi described the 
June airstrikes by the United 
States and Israel as a major 
violation of international law, 
noting that the targeted Irani-
an nuclear sites were under 
the supervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). He expressed con-
cern over the safety of the 
damaged facilities and high-
lighted Iran’s interest in learn-
ing from Japan’s experience 
in managing atomic disasters 
to enhance protection and 
safety measures.

On the topic of resuming 
nuclear talks with the United 
States, Araghchi stated that 
progress depends on Washing-
ton’s approach. “If they are 
prepared for a fair and mutual-
ly beneficial negotiation, we 
are ready too,” he said, noting 
past experiences with the US 
have not been positive.

Iran Vows to 
Continue 

Peaceful Nuclear 
Programme

Japan Denies Radar Lock Claims By China

Japan protested nearly 100 Chinese aircraft operations during 
December exercises, summoning Ambassador Wu to prevent escalation

TOKYO
 

Japan on Monday rejected 
China’s claim that its Self-De-
fence Forces (SDF) fighter 
jets interfered with Chinese 
naval training, saying Japa-
nese aircraft maintained a safe 
distance during operations off 
Okinawa. Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Minoru Kihara stressed 
the importance of communi-
cation between the two coun-
tries while reiterating Japan’s 
commitment to air and mari-
time surveillance.

The dispute follows Chi-
nese reports that its J-15 
fighter jets from the carrier 
Liaoning had radar locks on 
Japanese F-15 aircraft on De-
cember 6 over international 
waters southeast of Okinawa. 
Japanese authorities called 
such radar locks “dangerous 

acts beyond what was neces-
sary for safe flight” and 
vowed to monitor Chinese 
military activities closely.

The Japanese Defence Min-
istry noted that during exer-
cises on December 6-7, Chi-
nese fighters, helicopters, and 
the Liaoning conducted near-
ly 100 takeoffs and landings, 
sparking concerns about po-
tential escalation. In response, 
Japan’s Vice-Minister for For-
eign Affairs Takehiro Funa-
koshi summoned Chinese 
Ambassador Wu Jianghao, 

protesting the actions and de-
manding they not be repeated.

China, however, dismissed 
Tokyo’s remarks as “irrespon-
sible hype” and “political ma-
nipulation.” Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said 
the exercises were in line with 
international law and profes-
sional standards, urging Japan 
to stop interfering and refrain 
from further provocations.

The tensions follow earlier 
remarks by Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi in 
November, suggesting Japan 
could respond if Taiwan faced 
an attack from China, a state-
ment Beij ing views as 
provocative. Both countries 
continue to emphasize the 
need for careful communica-
tion while keeping a close 
watch on military activities in 
the Pacific region.

KABUL
 

More than 2,000 Afghan refu-
gees were forcibly repatriated 
from Iran and Pakistan in a sin-
gle day, Taliban officials said 
on Monday. Deputy spokesper-
son Hamdullah Fitrat reported 
on X that 623 families, totaling 
2,349 people, returned to Af-
ghanistan on Sunday through 
major border crossings includ-
ing Torkham in Nangarhar, 
Pul-i-Abresham in Nimroz, 
Spin Boldak in Kandahar, Bah-
ramcha in Helmand, and Islam 
Qala in Herat.

According to Fitrat, 327 
families were escorted to their 
home areas, while 512 re-
ceived humanitarian assis-
tance. Additionally, 448 SIM 
cards were distributed to re-
turning refugees. The previous 
day, 3,134 Afghan refugees 
were also repatriated from Iran 
and Pakistan.

Reports highlight growing 
tensions for Afghan refugees 

in Pakistan, where many face 
harassment, arbitrary arrests, 
and exploitation by police and 
unidentified men in plain 
clothes. Refugees say they live 
in constant fear, lacking basic 
rights and protection. Several 
recounted incidents where mi-
grants were detained and 
forced to pay large sums for 
release, unsure whether their 
captors were official authori-
ties or collaborating criminals.

Human rights and refugee 
support groups have remained 
largely silent as Afghan refu-
gees face worsening condi-

tions. Over recent months, 
Pakistani authorities have in-
tensified operations targeting 
undocumented migrants, con-
tributing to an atmosphere of 
anxiety and uncertainty.

The Taliban government has 
called attention to these forced 
repatriations, emphasizing the 
need for humanitarian assis-
tance and proper support for 
returning families. The situa-
tion underscores the urgent 
need for stronger international 
attention to ensure the safety, 
rights, and dignity of Afghan 
refugees in the region.

OVER 2,000 AFGHAN 
REFUGEES DEPORTED IN DAY

China Calls India, Russia 
Key Global South Members
BEIJING

 
China has described India, Rus-
sia, and itself as “emerging 
economies” and “important 
members of the Global South,” 
emphasizing that strong ties 
among the three nations benefit 
not only their own interests but 
also regional and global peace, 
security, stability, and prosper-
ity. Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun made 
the remarks at a press confer-
ence in Beijing on Monday.

Guo highlighted China’s 
readiness to work with Russia 
and India to strengthen bilateral 
relations. On India-China ties 
specifically, he stressed that 
Beijing seeks a strategic and 
long-term approach, promoting 
sustained, healthy, and stable 
development to benefit both 
countries and contribute to 
peace in Asia and beyond.

The comments came shortly 
after Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s two-day state visit 
to New Delhi from December 

4-5. During the visit, Putin met 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to review the India-Russia Stra-
tegic Partnership, which marks 
25 years this year. The leaders 
held summit talks covering de-
fence, economic cooperation, 
energy ties, and regional secu-
rity. The visit also included the 
23rd India-Russia Annual Sum-
mit, where both nations issued 
a joint statement outlining fu-
ture priorities. President 
Droupadi Murmu hosted Pres-
ident Putin at Rashtrapati Bha-
van, describing India-Russia 
relations as “steadfast for many 
years” and expressing confi-
dence that the partnership 
would continue to strengthen in 
the future. China’s remarks un-
derline the importance Beijing 
places on trilateral cooperation 
among the emerging econo-
mies of Asia and Russia, sig-
naling its commitment to fos-
tering stable international rela-
tions while supporting econom-
ic and strategic collaboration 
within the Global South.

South Korea Eyes Balanced 
Growth beyond Capital

SEOUL
 

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung on Monday 
stressed that balanced region-
al development is vital for 
the nation’s sustainable 
growth. Speaking at a policy 
briefing, he called for tai-
lored strategies to create new 
growth engines nationwide, 
warning that over-reliance on 
the Seoul metropolitan area 
risks undermining national 
potential.

Lee outlined plans for five 
regional hubs — Seoul met-

ropolitan, southeast, north-
east, central, and western re-
gions — and three self-gov-
erning provinces: Jeju, Gang-
won, and North Jeolla, aim-
ing to distribute economic 
opportunities more evenly. 
He urged relocating govern-
ment agencies outside Seoul, 
developing an administrative 
capital, and integrating South 
Chungcheong Province with 
Daejeon to strengthen local 
governance, addressing hous-
ing issues and political con-
flicts that hinder balanced 
development.
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IndiGo’s Market Value Crashes amid Flight Turmoil 
MUMBAI

InterGlobe Aviation, the par-
ent company of IndiGo, suf-
fered a sharp fall in market 
value on Monday as the air-
line continued to face one of 
the worst operational break-
downs in India’s aviation sec-
tor. The company’s stock 
plunged 10 per cent to ₹4,842 
— its steepest drop since Feb-
ruary 2022 — marking its 
seventh straight day of losses. 
In just six trading sessions, 
the stock has slipped 16.4 per 
cent, erasing nearly ₹37,000 
crore in market capitalisation.

The sell-off grew more in-

tense as investors reacted to 
the airline’s widespread can-
cellations and delays linked to 
its shift to new flight duty 
time limitation norms. Ana-
lysts say the ongoing chaos is 
hurting hopes of an earnings 

rebound that many expected 
in the coming quarter. Broker-
age Investec kept its ‘Sell’ 
rating on InterGlobe Aviation, 
cutting expectations for a re-
covery after a weak first half 
of FY26 and setting a price 

target of ₹4,040.
The crisis deepened when 

IndiGo struggled to meet the 
regulator ’s deadline for 
adopting the revised du-
ty-time rules. The carrier, 
along with another airline, 
requested more time on De-
cember 7 due to operational 
strain at several major air-
ports. Although the regulator 
granted a limited extension 
until 6 p.m. on December 8, 
it firmly stated that no further 
relief would be given.

IndiGo said its operations 
are gradually improving and 
that its schedule should stabi-
lise by December 10. On Sun-

day, it operated more than 
1,650 flights, an increase 
from 1,500 the previous day, 
and its on-time performance 
rose to 75 per cent from 30 
per cent. The airline also said 
refunds and baggage services 
are working at full capacity.

To manage the crisis, Indi-
Go has set up a high-level 
Crisis Management Group 
made up of Chairman Vikram 
Singh Mehta, board members 
Gregg Saretsky, Mike Whita-
ker and Amitabh Kant, and 
CEO Pieter Elbers. Their task 
is to restore normal operations 
and address the spike in de-
lays and cancellations.

INDIGO STOCK PLUNGE

QUICK READ

PSU Banks
 Write Off Loans Worth 

Huge Sum

DEE Development 
Engineers Secures 

Big Orders

New Delhi
Public sector banks have 
written off loans totaling 

Rs 6.15 lakh crore over the 
past five and a half years, 

Parliament was told on 
Monday. Minister of State 

for Finance Pankaj 
Chaudhary said that ac-

cording to RBI data, PSBs 
cleared Rs 6,15,647 crore 
in bad loans up to Sep-
tember 30, 2025. The 

government has not in-
jected fresh capital into 
these banks since 2022-

23. Despite this, PSBs 
have improved their fi-

nances, become profita-
ble, and strengthened 

capital. Experts say this 
shows better manage-
ment and recovery ef-
forts, helping banks re-

main stable in a challeng-
ing economic period.

New Delhi
DEE Development Engi-
neers Ltd (DDEL) report-
ed securing orders worth 
Rs 121.42 crore in Novem-
ber, the company said on 

Monday. During the 
month, it executed Rs 
106.49 crore in orders, 

showing focus on timely 
delivery for both domestic 
and international projects. 

For the current financial 
year 2025-26, DDEL has 
received Rs 768.93 crore 
in orders and completed 
Rs 665.02 crore, reflect-
ing steady project pro-
gress. The company’s 

continued engagement 
with major global clients 
in energy, power, and in-

dustrial sectors highlights 
strong demand and relia-

bility. Analysts say this 
pace indicates healthy 

growth and operational 
efficiency.

Government Strategy Drives 
Stronger Economic Growth

Sitharaman outlined tax exemptions, GST cuts, business reforms, and employment, 
infrastructure, and credit schemes boosting urban and rural consumption

NEW DELHI

The Indian government’s 
multi-pronged approach is 
boosting consumption and 
driving robust economic 
growth, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman told Parlia-
ment on Monday. The strategy 
combines demand-supporting 
measures, income-enhancing 
policies, and structural re-
forms, she explained, helping 
GDP growth and household 
incomes across the country.

Sitharaman highlighted sev-
eral key policy measures. 
These include a new income 
tax exemption for annual 
earnings up to Rs 12 lakh, re-
cent GST rate cuts, improved 

ease of doing business, em-
ployment and skilling pro-
grams, infrastructure develop-
ment, and expanded access to 
credit through schemes like 
MUDRA and PMSVANidhi. 
Together, these initiatives aim 
to strengthen both urban and 
rural consumption.

Urban areas are benefiting 

from livelihood programs, tax 
reliefs, and wider digital pay-
ment access. Rural regions, 
meanwhile, are supported 
through flagship programs 
such as PM-KISAN, the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment  Guarantee 
Scheme, PM Awas Yojana 
(Gramin), agricultural pro-
ductivity missions, and Self 
Help Group-based livelihood 
initiatives. These efforts are 
helping to increase incomes 
and broaden consumption 
across the country.

The Finance Minister em-
phasized that stronger con-
sumption demand not only 
supports household incomes 
but also encourages private 

investment and reinforces 
overall economic growth. 
Data from the National Statis-
tics Office shows that the 
share of Private Final Con-
sumption Expenditure in GDP 
rose from 62.2 per cent in Q2 
of 2024-25 to 62.5 per cent in 
Q2 of 2025-26. Growth in 
constant price terms also im-
proved from 6.4 per cent to 
7.9 per cent.

GDP at constant prices is 
estimated to have grown 8.2 
per cent in Q2 of 2025-26, 
compared with 5.6 per cent in 
the same period last year and 
7.8 per cent in Q1 of 2025-26, 
reflecting an accelerating 
growth momentum, Sithara-
man noted.

India’s Agriculture 
Thrives with New 

Farming Boost
NEW DELHI

India’s agriculture sector has 
witnessed remarkable growth 
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said 
on Monday. Speaking at the 
Agribusiness Summit 2025, 
Chouhan highlighted a 44 per 
cent rise in sugarcane produc-
tion since 2014, attributing 
the success to modern farm-
ing methods and government 
initiatives.

The minister emphasized 
supporting small farmers, es-
pecially those with less than 
one hectare of land, through 
integrated farming models. 
He encouraged diversification 
into fish and cattle farming, 
value addition of crops, and 
careful use of fertilizers to 
protect the soil for future gen-
erations. Bio-input regula-
tions have been tightened, 
reducing the number of ap-
proved producers from 30,000 
to 8,000, ensuring quality and 
safety.

Ramesh Chand of NITI 
Aayog noted the need to im-
prove both production and 
productivity. Comparing India 
with China, he said Chinese 
farmers act as innovators and 
careful  land managers, 
achieving higher yields with 
precise farming techniques. 
India could adopt similar 
strategies to improve output 
while minimizing negative 
effects of fertilizer use.

RG Agarwal, PHDCCI 
agribusiness committee chair, 
said farmers have always 
served the nation, and now it 
is time to support them with 

better technology, knowledge, 
and resources to increase in-
come and efficiency.

Rahul Dhanuka, managing 
director of Dhanuka Agritech, 
highlighted India’s low usage 
of agricultural medicines 
compared to global standards, 
though misuse persists in 
some regions.

The summit focused on 
“Tripling Agricultural GDP 
Using New Technology and 
Quality Inputs,” bringing to-
gether policymakers, farm-
ers, and industry leaders to 
explore innovative solutions. 
Experts emphasized that 
modern tools, smart farming, 
and proper support can trans-
form agriculture, making it 
more productive, sustainable, 
and profitable for Indian 
farmers.

The minister promoted 
supporting small 

farmers via integrated 
farming, diversification 

into fish and cattle, 
crop value addition, 

prudent fertilizer use, 
and stricter bio-input 
regulations ensuring 

quality and safety

Small Firms Drive Big 
MSME Credit Growth

NEW DELHI

India’s micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs) 
saw their credit exposure rise 
17.8% to Rs 43.3 lakh crore 
by September, mainly driven 
by small firms, a CRIF High 
Mark report said. Active loans 
grew 5.7% year-on-year to 
192.9 lakh, while portfolio 

quality improved with low 
risk levels. Small businesses 
now hold 39.5% of exposure, 
medium firms 23.1%, and mi-
cro units still dominate loan 
numbers at 86.4%. PSU banks 
lead micro lending, private 
banks back small and medium 
firms, while NBFCs expand. 
Maharashtra tops with Rs 7 
lakh crore in loans.

Intermediaries submit recommendations via secure APIs or files; PaRRVA 
validates them, calculates 50 indicators, and provides investor-accessible reports

SEBI Launches PaRRVA to 
Boost Market Transparency

NEW DELHI

India’s Securities and Ex-
change Board (SEBI) has 
launched a new platform 
called PaRRVA — the Past 
Risk and Return Verification 
Agency — aimed at giving 
investors clear, trustworthy 
information about the perfor-
mance of financial intermedi-
aries. SEBI Chairperson Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey said the initia-
tive will help both investors 
and regulated entities by offer-
ing credible, independently 
verified performance data.

PaRRVA is being introduced 
as a pilot and is described as 
the first global system de-
signed to verify risk-return 
metrics for investment advi-
sors, research analysts, and 
trading members. Pandey said 
transparency is the foundation 
of healthy markets, and the 
new platform strengthens SE-
BI’s commitment to fairness 
and order in India’s financial 
system. According to him, 
PaRRVA will bring greater 
clarity to performance claims 

and help investors make more 
confident decisions.

National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) MD and CEO Ashish-
kumar Chauhan called the ini-
tiative an important step to-
ward improving standardisa-
tion and trust. NSE is support-
ing the effort by hosting the 
PaRRVA Data Centre, which 
uses verified market data to 
check the accuracy of risk and 
return numbers.

Intermediaries can upload 
their recommendations through 
secure APIs or files, after 
which PaRRVA validates them 
and produces detailed perfor-

mance metrics. Nearly 50 dif-
ferent indicators are calculated 
using transaction data from 
exchanges and clearing corpo-
rations. These reports can be 
accessed by investors either 
through a QR code or via the 
official PaRRVA website.

The platform also helps stop 
misleading claims by prevent-
ing selective presentation of 
returns and ensuring all data is 
backed by proper disclosures. 
Its secure system, combined 
with T+1 verification for port-
folios and end-of-day checks 
for intraday strategies, aims to 
offer both speed and accuracy.

India Targets Big 
Boost in Oilseed 
Output by 2031

NEW DELHI

The government has set an 
ambitious goal to raise India’s 
oilseed production to 69.7 
million tonnes by 2030–31, 
aiming to strengthen the 
country’s self-reliance in edi-
ble oils. 

Despite being one of the 
world’s largest producers of 
oilseeds, India still depends 
heavily on imports, meeting 
only 44 per cent of its domes-
tic edible oil demand through 
local production. While im-
port dependence has declined 
from 63.2 per cent in 2015–16 
to 56.25 per cent in 2023–24, 
rising consumption continues 
to widen the gap.

A NITI Aayog report from 
August 2024 highlighted In-
dia’s global leadership in pro-
ducing rice bran oil, castor 
seed, safflower, sesame, and 
niger. Yet, the government be-
lieves that achieving Atman-
irbharta in edible oils requires 
major changes in cultivation 
practices, seed quality, and 
processing capacity. To ad-
dress this, the National Mis-
sion on Edible Oils (NMEO) 
was launched to strengthen 
the oilseed ecosystem and 
boost domestic production.

 ED Cracks Down On 
Crypto Frauds Nationwide
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has taken strong action 
against  cryp tocur rency 
frauds, attaching, seizing, 
and freezing proceeds of 
crime worth Rs 4,189.89 
crore, arresting 29 people, 
and filing 22 prosecution 
complaints, Parliament was 
informed on Monday. One 
accused has also been de-
clared a fugitive economic 
offender.

Union Minister of State for 
Finance, Pankaj Chaudhary, 
said that virtual digital assets 
(VDAs) are now covered un-
der the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
making virtual asset service 
providers (VASPs) reporting 
entities. They are required to 
submit transaction reports to 

the Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU-IND), which are 
analyzed and shared with law 
enforcement agencies for fur-
ther action.

Chaudhary added that laws 
like the Prohibition of Bena-
mi Property Transactions Act 
and the Black Money Act ap-
ply to VDAs, ensuring strict-
er oversight. The Central 
Board of  Direct  Taxes 
(CBDT) has also detected 
multiple cases of tax evasion 
linked to cryptocurrencies. 
During recent search and sei-
zure operations, undisclosed 
income from VDA transac-
tions worth Rs 888.82 crore 
was identified. Under the 
CBDT’s NUDGE campaign, 
over 44,000 taxpayers re-
ceived notices for failing to 
report VDA transactions in 
their income tax returns.

Auto Sales Hold Steady as Nov Demand Improves
NEW DELHI

India’s auto retail industry 
posted steady growth in No-
vember, with overall sales 
rising 2.14 per cent year-on-
year to 33.01 lakh units, ac-
cording to new figures from 
the Federation of Automobile 
Dealers Associations (FADA). 
The industry managed to 
maintain momentum even af-
ter the festive season, helped 
by price cuts following the 
GST 2.0 rollout that contin-
ued to draw buyers to show-
rooms.

Passenger vehicles per-
formed well, supported by 
better availability of popular 
models and rising demand for 
compact SUVs. Inventory 
levels for this segment eased 
to 44–46 days, compared with 
53–55 days in October, sig-
nalling improving customer 
interest. Maruti Suzuki held 
its leading position with a 

39.4 per cent market share, 
followed by Mahindra at 13.7 
per cent and Tata Motors at 
13.2 per cent.

However, the two-wheeler 
segment struggled, with 
monthly sales dropping 19.16 
per cent to 25.46 lakh units. 
Year-on-year, the decline was 
3.10 per cent. FADA Presi-
dent C. S. Vigneshwar said 
the fall must be seen in con-
text, as festive shopping in 
October pulled demand for-
ward. He added that delayed 

crop payments and uneven 
supply of in-demand models 
also hurt sales, though cus-
tomer visits remained strong 
due to positive sentiment 
from GST changes and the 
ongoing marriage season.

Three-wheelers continued 
to shine, rising 31.58 per cent 
month-on-month to 1.33 lakh 
units. The segment also grew 
23.67 per cent year-on-year, 
fuelled largely by higher de-
mand for e-rickshaws and 
e-carts. Commercial vehicle 
sales showed a mixed trend, 
with light and medium cate-
gories weakening while heavy 
commercial vehicles rose 3.28 
per cent to 28,659 units.

Analysts said November’s 
overall performance showed 
resilience, as solid passenger 
vehicle and three-wheeler 
sales helped balance weak-
ness in two-wheelers and 
parts of the commercial vehi-
cle segment.

TRAI Extends Deadline for 
Interconnection Feedback

NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) has 
extended the deadlines for 
submitting comments and 
counter-comments on its lat-
est consultation paper review-
ing interconnection regula-
tions, the Ministry of Com-
munications announced on 
Monday.

The consultation paper, re-
leased on November 10, ini-
tially set December 8 as the 
last date for comments and 
December 22 for count-
er-comments. Following mul-
tiple requests from industry 
bodies and stakeholders for 
more time to study the pro-
posals, TRAI has now extend-
ed the deadline for written 
comments to December 15 
and for counter-comments to 
December 29.

“The extension was granted 
in response to requests from 
industry associations and 
stakeholders seeking more 
time to prepare their submis-
sions,” the ministry said. 

Stakeholders are invited to 
submit their inputs electroni-
cally to Sameer Gupta, Advi-
sor (Networks, Spectrum and 
Licensing-I). The consultation 
aims to update interconnec-
tion regulations to match the 
evolving telecom technolo-
gies and market needs.

Meanwhile, TRAI has con-
tinued its crackdown on spam 
and fraud in the telecom sec-
tor. Over the past year, the 
regulator disconnected more 
than 21 lakh mobile numbers 
and blacklisted around one 
lakh entities based on citizen 
complaints. TRAI has urged 
people to continue reporting 
spam through the TRAI DND 
App to prevent misuse at the 
source, cautioning that simply 
blocking unwanted numbers 
on personal phones is not 
enough.

These steps reflect TRAI’s 
ongoing efforts to protect 
consumers while ensuring 
that India’s telecom sector 
keeps pace with technological 
and market developments.
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United States: Air Force One
The term Air Force One tech-
nically refers to any United 
States Air Force aircraft car-
rying the President, but it has 
become synonymous with the 
two modified Boeing 747-
200B aircraft that serve as the 
primary presidential trans-
ports. These iconic blue and 
white planes, with tail num-
bers 28000 and 29000, have 
been in service since 1990 
and represent perhaps the 
most recognizable govern-
ment aircraft in the world.

The current Air Force One 
fleet operates as far more than 
simple transportation. Each 
aircraft functions as a flying 
White House, equipped with 
sophisticated communication 
systems that allow the Presi-
dent to conduct government 
business and maintain com-

m a n d  a u -

thority anywhere in the world. 
The planes feature extensive 
electronic countermeasures to 
protect against missile at-
tacks, hardened electronics to 
withstand electromagnetic 
pulses, and the ability to refu-
el in mid-air, giving them vir-
tually unlimited range.

The interior of Air Force 
One spans 4,000 square feet 
across three levels, configured 
to accommodate the Presi-
dent, senior advisors, Secret 
Service agents, traveling staff, 
and members of the press 
corps. The presidential suite 
includes a private office, con-
ference room, and sleeping 
quarters. The aircraft also 
contains a medical suite 
staffed by a doctor and 
equipped to perform emer-
gency surgery if necessary. 
Secure communication sys-
tems enable encrypted satel-

lite phone calls and video 
conferencing, en-

s u r i n g 

the President can respond to 
any crisis while airborne.

The distinctive livery—a 
sophisticated powder blue 
and white color scheme with 
United States of America em-
blazoned along the fuse-
lage—was designed during 
the Kennedy administration 
and has remained largely un-
changed, becoming an endur-
ing symbol of American pow-
er. However, the aging 747-
200B fleet is scheduled for 
replacement. The U.S. 

Air Force has ordered two 
modified Boeing 747-8 air-
craft to serve as the next gen-
eration of Air Force One, ex-
pected to enter service later 
this decade. These new planes 
will feature enhanced security 
systems, improved fuel effi-
ciency, and updated technol-
ogy while maintaining the 
visual elements that make Air 
Force One instantly recog-
nizable worldwide.

China 's  President 
travels aboard specially 
configured Air China air-
craft, with the primary plane 

being a Boeing 
747-8, one of the 

newest and most ad-
vanced variants of the icon-
ic jumbo jet. The Chinese 
leadership has historically 
maintained a more under-
stated approach to presiden-
tial aviation compared to 
Wes te rn  counte rpar t s , 
though this has evolved as 
China's global influence has 
expanded.

The Chinese presidential 

aircraft carries the standard 
Air China livery with subtle 
modifications to designate 
its special status. Unlike Air 
Force One's distinctive cus-
tom paint scheme, the Chi-
nese approach emphasizes 
continuity with the national 
carrier's commercial fleet, 
reflecting a different philos-
ophy about projecting state 
power. 

Nevertheless, the interior 
modifications are extensive 
and sophisticated.

The Boeing 747-8 used by 
Chinese leadership features 
multiple conference rooms, 

private quarters for 
the President, and advanced 
secure communication sys-
tems comparable to those 
found on Air Force One. 
The aircraft allows Chinese 
leaders to conduct sensitive 
diplomatic negotiations and 
maintain contact with Bei-
jing during extended inter-
national trips. Given China's 
expanding Belt and Road 
Initiative and increasing 
diplomatic engagements 
across Asia, Africa, and be-
yond, the presidential air-
craft has become an essen-
tial tool for projecting Chi-

nese influence globally.
China has also developed 

domestic aircraft capabili-
ties through the Commercial 
Aircraft Corporation of Chi-
na (COMAC), which has 
produced the C919 narrow-
body jet. 

While presidential trans-
port currently relies on Boe-
ing aircraft, China's long-
term aviation strategy sug-
gests future leaders may 
transition to domestically 
produced planes, further as-
serting technological inde-
pendence and national pride.

Presidential 
and Prime 

Ministerial Aircraft 
of the World's 
Most Powerful 

Nations
China: 
Air China 
Boeing 747-8

Russia: The Presidential Aircraft Fleet
Russia's presidential aviation 
operates under a unique 
structure, with multiple air-
craft designated for presiden-
tial use rather than a single 
iconic plane. The primary 
aircraft is an Ilyushin Il-96-
300PU, a modified version 
of Russia's domestically pro-
duced wide-body airliner. 
This choice reflects Russia's 
emphasis on utilizing indig-
enous aircraft technology 
and maintaining indepen-
dence from Western manu-
facturers.

The Il-96-300PU entered 
service in the mid-1990s and 
represents a significant up-
grade from previous Sovi-
et-era presidential aircraft. 
The plane features four pow-
erful jet engines, giving it 
impressive range and reli-
ability for transcontinental 
flights. 

Extensive modifications 
transform the standard airlin-

er into a flying command 
center suitable for the Rus-
sian President. The interior 
includes a presidential office 
and bedroom, conference fa-
cilities, and secure communi-
cation equipment that main-
tains encrypted connections 
with Moscow.

The Russian presidential 
fleet also includes several 
other aircraft types, includ-
ing additional Il-96 variants 
and smaller business jets for 
shorter trips or visits to air-
ports that cannot accommo-
date larger aircraft. This 
flexible approach allows 
Russian leadership to adapt 
transportation to mission re-
quirements while maintain-
ing domestic manufacturing 
support.

Security features on Rus-
sian presidential aircraft are 
highly classified, but aviation 
experts believe they include 
sophisticated electronic war-

fare systems, missile defense 
capabilities, and hardened 
communications equipment. 
The aircraft's design empha-
sizes self-sufficiency and the 
ability to operate inde-
pendently of foreign infra-
structure, consistent with 
Russia's strategic doctrine of 
maintaining operational au-
tonomy.

Russia has also invested in 
developing the Aurus Korte-
zh aircraft project, intended 
to create an entirely Rus-
sian-made presidential trans-
port system. This ambitious 
program aims to produce 
both ground vehicles and air-
craft using exclusively do-
mestic components, further 
reducing reliance on foreign 
technology. While still in de-
velopment, this initiative un-
derscores Russia's commit-
ment to technological sover-
eignty in presidential trans-
portation.

United Kingdom: Royal Air Force Voyager
The United Kingdom takes a 
distinctly different approach 
to government aviation. Rath-
er than maintaining dedicated 
presidential aircraft, British 
Prime Ministers and members 
of the Royal Family travel 
aboard military transport air-
craft that also serve operation-
al roles. The primary plane is 
a Royal Air Force Airbus 
A330 Voyager, designated 
ZZ336, which functions as 
both a VIP transport and an 
aerial refueling tanker.

This dual-purpose design 
reflects British pragmatism 
and fiscal conservatism re-
garding government spend-

ing. The Voyager entered ser-
vice in its VIP configuration 
in 2016, featuring a distinc-
tive Union Jack tail design 
that garnered both praise and 
criticism. The livery modifi-
cation cost approximately 
£900,000, with supporters ar-
guing it enhanced Britain's 
global image while critics 
questioned the expense.

The interior of the VIP Voy-
ager includes a private cabin 
for the Prime Minister or se-
nior royals, business class 
seating for staff and officials, 
and economy seating for se-
curity personnel and journal-
ists. While less opulent than 

some foreign counterparts, the 
aircraft provides comfortable 
and secure transportation for 
extended international trips. 
Crucially, the Voyager can be 
quickly reconfigured to re-
sume its military refuelling 
role when not needed for VIP 
transport, maximizing the air-
craft's utility and justifying its 
cost to taxpayers.

The British approach con-
trasts sharply with the dedi-
cated presidential fleets of the 
United States, Russia, and 
China. This reflects both bud-
getary considerations and a 
cultural preference for under-
stated governance. British 

Prime Ministers traditionally 
avoid ostentatious displays of 
power, and the multi-role 
Voyager aligns with this phi-
losophy while still providing 
secure, reliable transportation 
for diplomatic missions and 
state visits. Advanced secure 
communication systems 
aboard the Voyager enable the 
Prime Minister to remain in 
constant contact with White-
hall and respond to domestic 
or international crises while 
traveling. The aircraft also 
features enhanced security 
measures, though specific de-
tails remain classified for op-
erational security reasons.

The aircraft used by presidents and prime ministers of pow-
erful nations reveal much about each country's priorities, 
values, and approach to governance. The United States main-
tains the most iconic and capable presidential aircraft in Air 
Force One, emphasizing American technological leadership 
and global reach. China's transition to advanced Boeing air-
craft reflects its growing international presence, while plans 
for domestic alternatives underscore its drive toward techno-
logical independence. Russia's reliance on indigenous Ilyush-
in aircraft demonstrates commitment to self-sufficiency and 
maintaining control over critical infrastructure. The United 
Kingdom's multi-role approach balances capability with fiscal 
responsibility, avoiding dedicated vanity projects in favor of 
practical solutions. France's selection of European Airbus 
aircraft affirms its commitment to European manufacturing 
while providing elegant, capable transportation for its diplo-
matic missions.

These flying command centers serve as more than trans-

portation—they function as mobile seats of government pow-
er, enabling leaders to maintain authority and respond to 
crises regardless of location. As aviation technology advanc-
es and geopolitical dynamics evolve, presidential and prime 
ministerial aircraft will continue adapting, remaining essential 
tools of modern governance and international diplomacy.

France: Airbus A330-200 and A340-200
France operates two primary 
presidential aircraft under the 
control of ETEC 00.060, a 
special flight squadron of the 
French Air Force. The fleet 
includes an Airbus A330-200 
and an older Airbus A340-
200, both extensively modi-
fied for presidential use. This 
choice emphasizes European 
aerospace manufacturing, as 
Airbus is a European consor-
tium with significant French 
involvement.

The French presidential 
aircraft carry livery featuring 
the French tricolor and re-
flect France's status as a ma-
jor diplomatic power with 
significant global interests, 
particularly in Africa and the 
Middle East. French presi-
dents frequently travel to for-
mer French colonies and ter-
ritories, as well as to interna-
tional summits where France 
plays a leading role in 

European  Union  dec i -
sion-making.

The primary Airbus A330-
200 features luxurious ac-
commodations befi t t ing 
French aesthetic sensibilities. 
The interior includes a presi-
dential apartment with bed-
room and office space, mul-
tiple conference rooms for 
diplomatic meetings, and 
sections for staff, security, 
and journalists. The design 
balances functionality with 
elegance,  incorporating 
French design elements and 
high-quality materials that 
reflect national cultural iden-
tity.

Secure communication 
systems aboard French pres-
idential aircraft enable con-
stant contact with Paris and 
allow the president to man-
age both domestic affairs and 
France's extensive inter-

national commitments. The 
aircraft support France's role 
as a permanent member of 
the United Nations Security 
Council and a nuclear power, 
requiring robust command 
and control capabilities even 
when leadership is traveling.

France maintains its presi-
dential aircraft as part of a 
broader fleet of government 
planes used by various min-
isters and officials, creating 
an efficient system that 
shares maintenance, crew, 
and infrastruc- t u r e 
costs. This inte- grated 
approach max- imizes 
opera t ional e f f i -
ciency while ensur-
ing appro- p r i a t e 
transporta- tion is 
available for dif-
f e r e n t levels of 
govern- ment ac-

tivity.

The aircraft used by heads 
of state and government 
serve as powerful symbols 
of national prestige, 
technological capability, and 

diplomatic reach. These 
flying command centers 
are far more than luxury 
transportation, they 
represent mobile offices, 
secure communication 
hubs, and instruments of 
soft power projection. For 

the leaders of the world's 
most influential nations, 

their official aircraft embody 
both practical necessity and 
national identity. This article 
examines the presidential 
and prime ministerial planes 
of five of the most powerful 
countries: the United States, 
China, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and France.
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BCCI Clarifies Kohli, Rohit Were 
Not Forced To Play Vijay Trophy
BCCI denies nudging Kohli, Rohit; Confirms voluntary Vijay Hazare participation
MUMBAI
 
The BCCI has addressed 
long-running rumours regard-
ing Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma’s participation in the 
upcoming Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy, clarifying that the board 
did not pressure either of the 
seniors to join the domestic 
competition. With continuous 
speculation about their ODI 
futures and prospects for the 
2027 World Cup, their deci-
sion to play the domestic 50-
over tournament had sparked 
debate about whether it was 
self-motivated or a directive 
from the board. Both players 
have been in exceptional form 
recently, with Rohit claiming 
the Player of the Series award 
against Australia and Kohli 
earning the same accolade 
versus South Africa.

Reports earlier in the year 
suggested that centrally con-
tracted players would be 
pushed to feature in domestic 
tournaments, especially after 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
defeat prompted the BCCI to 
stress domestic participation. 
However,  according to 
RevSportz, a senior BCCI of-
ficial dismissed claims that the 
board asked the duo to play 
Vijay Hazare. “They have de-

cided, it’s their decision,” the 
official stated, putting specula-
tion to rest. Kohli had already 
informed the Delhi and Dis-
trict Cricket Association of 
his availability nearly three 
weeks ago, confirmed by 
DDCA President Rohan Jait-
ley. Rohit Sharma is also ex-
pected to represent Mumbai 
in the competition beginning 
December 24. Their decision 

echoes an earlier move this 
year when both played a Ran-
ji Trophy match before retir-
ing from Test cricket, under-
scoring their commitment to 
staying match-ready.

Both veterans have pro-
duced impressive numbers in 
recent months. Kohli amassed 
302 runs, including two cen-
turies, in the South Africa se-
ries, while Rohit contributed 

146 runs with two fifties. In 
the preceding Australia series, 
each delivered crucial innings 
despite early setbacks. Head 
coach Gautam Gambhir ac-
knowledged their experience 
but refrained from confirming 
their 2027 World Cup in-
volvement, stressing the im-
portance of present perfor-
mance and opportunities for 
younger players.

JOE ROOT 
Surpasses Kapil Dev’s 

Unwanted Record
BRISBANE

 
England’s premier batter Joe 
Root has crossed an unfortu-
nate milestone, breaking a 
34-year-old record previous-
ly held by India’s iconic 
all-rounder Kapil Dev. With 
England’s eight-wicket loss 
to Australia at the Gabba, 
Root completed his 16th 
Test in Australia without a 
single victory, surpassing 
Kapil’s tally of 15 winless 
Tests in Pakistan. The un-
wanted record highlights 
Root’s long-standing strug-

gles on Australian soil de-
spite his stature as one of 
the game’s finest modern 
batters.

He now stands alone for 
the most matches played in 
a country without a win. Ka-
pil’s own barren run in Paki-
stan brought 548 runs at 
26.10 and 44 wickets at 
40.02. Yet Root’s latest per-
formance was one of En-
gland’s few positives, as he 
struck a superb maiden Test 
century in Australia.

England, however, were 
comprehensively outclassed. 

Their batting faltered in 
both innings through poor 
shot selection and technical 
lapses, while the bowlers 
lacked control, especially 
under the lights with the 
pink ball. Five dropped 
catches allowed Australia to 
post 511 and take command.

A brief revival from Ben 
Stokes and Will Jacks of-
fered hope, but Michael 
Neser’s career-best 5 for 42 
ended the fightback. Steve 
Smith and Jake Weatherald 
then guided Australia home 
comfortably.

MARGAO
 

FC Goa scripted history at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in 
Margao, clinching the Super 
Cup title for a record third 
time after a dramatic 6–5 vic-
tory over East Bengal FC in a 
s u d d e n - d e a t h  p e n a l t y 
shootout. With the triumph, 
the Gaurs not only defended 
their crown — becoming the 
first club ever to do so — but 
also sealed their qualification 
for next season’s AFC Cham-
pions League 2.

The highly anticipated final 
between two of India’s most 
storied sides lived up to its 
billing, though goals proved 
elusive in regular and extra 
time. Both teams created mo-

ments of promise, but neither 
could break the deadlock 
across 120 minutes, setting up 
a tense tie-breaker to decide 
the champion.

The initial round of penal-
ties ended 4–4, with both 
sides displaying nerves of 
steel under immense pressure. 
In sudden death, FC Goa 
edged ahead as Edu Bedia 
Tavora calmly slotted home, 
keeping his side alive after 
Udanta Singh had converted 
for East Bengal moments ear-
lier. In the decisive moment, 
East Bengal substitute P V 
Vishnu fired wide, allowing 
the Gaurs to celebrate yet an-
other historic achievement. 
Earlier, East Bengal’s Ahadad 
had found the net, but the 

Kolkata giants could not 
maintain their composure 
when it mattered most.

The win marks another 
milestone for head coach 
Manolo Marquez, who con-
tinues to elevate FC Goa’s 
stature in Indian football. His 
squad’s composure, depth, 
and tactical discipline once 
again proved decisive in a 
tournament featuring top 
clubs from both the Indian 
Super League and I-League.

Only a day after the tri-
umph, the significance of FC 
Goa’s achievement resonated 
across Indian football — a 
successful title defence, a re-
cord third Super Cup trophy, 
and a coveted return to conti-
nental competition.

FC Goa Clinch Super Cup Again, 
Secure AFC Champions League 2 Berth

MUMBAI
 

A former national selector has 
called for Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma to be firmly positioned 
at the heart of India’s 2027 
World Cup plans, 
emphasizing the need 
for stability and clar-
ity as the team pre-
pares for the tourna-
ment in South Africa. 
Both stalwarts recent-
ly returned to interna-
tional cricket during India’s 
tours of Australia and South 
Africa, producing impactful 
performances that strengthened 
the argument for their contin-
ued involvement in ODIs. 
Their combined tally of over 
700 runs in the last six matches, 
including three centuries and 
five half-centuries, has remind-
ed the cricketing circle of their 
value in high-pressure contests.

Despite their form, ques-
tions linger due to their age 

and fitness profiles, 
with head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir report-
edly prioritizing a 
present-focused ap-
proach rather than 
planning too far 
ahead. With roughly 

22 months left before the ICC 
event, the uncertainty sur-
rounding their long-term roles 
has become a topic of debate. 
The two veterans are now set 
to appear in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy and the New Zealand 
ODI series starting January 
2026, both crucial phases in 
determining their World Cup 
futures.

Former selector Devang 
Gandhi believes India must 
anchor their preparations 

around Kohli and Sharma, 
advocating for a defined pool 
of 20 players leading up to 
the mega event. Gandhi 
warned against repeating past 
mistakes—such as the unset-
tled No. 4 spot ahead of the 
2019 World Cup and the 
forced inclusion of an out-of-
form Suryakumar Yadav 
during the 2023 campaign—
which left India exposed in 
crunch situations.

Gandhi also highlighted In-
dia’s persistent middle-order 
instability. While Shubman 
Gill and KL Rahul have been 
reliable, others like Shreyas 
Iyer, Axar Patel, Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, and Yashasvi 
Jaiswal continue to compete 
for permanent roles. With ad-
ditional contenders like Rish-
abh Pant and Washington 
Sundar in the mix, India must 
identify a stable XI and back-
ups to avoid recurring lapses 
in ICC tournaments.

Kohli, Rohit central to India’s 
2027 WC roadmap: Ex-selector

Former BCCI selector 
urges India to build 2027 
World Cup core around 

seniors

NEW DELHI 
 

The International Cricket 
Council is facing a major com-
mercial setback just months 
before the 2026 T20 World 
Cup in India. Reliance-owned 
JioStar has formally informed 
the ICC of its intention to exit 
its multi-year media rights 
agreement, despite two years 
remaining in the current cycle. 
Reports suggest the broadcast-
er’s decision stems from 
mounting financial losses, 
plunging global cricket’s most 
valuable media market into un-
certainty ahead of a marquee 
event. Following JioStar’s no-
tice, the ICC has reopened the 
tender process for the 2026–29 
India rights, seeking close to 
$2.4 billion — a significant 
drop from the $3 billion valua-
tion of the 2024–27 cycle, 
which guaranteed at least one 
major men’s event annually. 
Yet even at the reduced price, 
major players such as Sony 
Pictures Networks India, Net-

flix, and Amazon Prime Video 
have shown little interest, citing 
high costs and the weakening 
economics of India’s sports 
broadcasting sector. If no new 
broadcaster steps forward, Jio-
Star will still be obligated to 
honour its contract through 
2027. JioStar’s financial strain 
is evident in filings showing 
provisions for sports-related 
losses doubling to ₹25,760 
crore in 2024–25, much of it 
linked to Star India’s earlier 
₹12,319-crore provisioning for 
ICC rights. Meanwhile, the 
ICC posted a $474 million sur-
plus in 2024, underscoring 
cricket’s profitability even as 
broadcasters bleed. Adding to 
JioStar’s woes is the govern-
ment’s ban on real-money gam-
ing, once the sport’s biggest 
advertising category, creating 
an estimated ₹7,000-crore rev-
enue gap. With budgets tighten-
ing and major platforms hesi-
tant, the ICC now confronts 
one of its most challenging 
negotiations in years.

ICC faces turmoil as JioStar 
seeks exit from billion-
dollar media rights deal

Casper van der 
Veen Shines at 

Junior WC

CHENNAI
 

Casper van der Veen, the tow-
ering Dutch midfielder and 
captain, is enjoying one of his 
finest tournaments at the FIH 
Men’s Junior World Cup de-
spite collective disappointment. 
The 21-year-old has been 
among the top scorers, netting 
nine field goals in five matches, 
yet the sting of another missed 
semifinal weighs on him. The 
Netherlands’ narrow 0-1 quar-
terfinal loss to Argentina — 
their third straight failure to 
reach the top four — was par-
ticularly tough for van der 
Veen, now in his third Junior 
World Cup.

He responded with a hat-
trick, his second of the event, in 
a 6-3 win over New Zealand in 
the 5–8 classification match, 
with a powerful airborne strike 
his favourite. Hailing from 
Heemstede, van der Veen fol-
lowed his elder brother into 
hockey and now cherishes 
making his family proud. In 
2025, he debuted for the senior 
Dutch team in the FIH Pro 
League, scoring his first inter-
national goal — a milestone he 
hopes to build on, especially in 
India’s electrifying atmosphere.

Højlund Brace Lifts Napoli, Spoils Spalletti Return
MILAN

 
Rasmus Højlund struck twice 
as Napoli defeated Juventus 
2-1 on a dramatic night that 
marked Luciano Spalletti’s first 
return to the club he guided to 
the Scudetto in 2023. The vic-
tory sent Napoli back to the top 
of Serie A, one point clear of 
Inter Milan and three ahead of 
AC Milan. The match was 
steeped in narrative, with Spall-
etti facing Napoli as an opposi-
tion coach for the first time, 
while Napoli manager Antonio 

Conte also took on his former 
club in a compelling tactical 
duel. Napoli made an electric 
start, breaking through within 
seven minutes. David Neres 
sliced through Juventus’ right 
flank before sliding a precise 
pass to Højlund, who tapped in 
from close range. The hosts 
continued to dominate the early 
exchanges, but Juventus struck 
back in the 59th minute. A 
swift counterattack saw Kenan 
Yıldız exchange passes with 
Weston McKennie before fin-
ishing with a crisp angled strike 

into the bottom corner.
The decisive moment came 

in the 78th minute, and McK-
ennie was again involved—this 
time unintentionally. Attempt-
ing to clear a cross aimed at 
Neres, his weak defensive 
header dropped perfectly for 
Højlund, who nodded home 
from four yards to secure the 
win and his brace.

Elsewhere, Roma’s title am-
bitions suffered a setback with 
a 1-0 loss at Cagliari. Reduced 
to 10 men after Zeki Çelik’s red 
card for denying a clear scoring 

opportunity, Roma held firm 
until the 82nd minute when Gi-
anluca Gaetano finished from 
close range. Roma remain 
fourth but slipped four points 
behind leaders Napoli.

Bologna missed an opportu-
nity to close the gap on Roma, 
drawing 1-1 with Lazio in a 
match featuring goals from 
Danes Gustav Isaksen and Jens 
Odgaard. Lazio finished with 
10 men after Mario Gila was 
sent off for dissent. Earlier, 
Cremonese secured a 2-0 win 
over Lecce.

Germany 
Outclass India 5–1 

to Reach Men’s 
Junior WC Final

CHENNAI
 

Germany produced a domi-
nant display to defeat India 
5–1 in the semifinals of the 
FIH Men’s Junior World Cup, 
silencing a packed Mayor 
Radhakrishnan Stadium that 
had come out in full voice for 
the hosts. The clash between 
the world’s top two junior 
teams promised drama, but 
the defending champions 
quickly took control, setting 
up a final against Spain.

Germany struck early, with 
Lukas Kossel converting a 
penalty stroke in the 14th 
minute, followed by Titus 
Wex’s strike a minute later. 
India struggled to cope with 
Germany’s pace, pressing, 
and precise passing. Seconds 
before halftime, Kossel added 
his second from a penal-
ty-corner routine, giving Ger-
many a 3–0 lead. The second 
half offered little respite, as 
Jonas von Gersum and Ben 
Habach extended the lead to 
5–0, with India’s lone goal 
coming from Anmol Ekka in 
the 50th minute.

Earlier, Spain reached their 
first Junior World Cup final 
with a 2–1 victory over Ar-
gentina, thanks to Albert Ser-
rahima’s decisive 56th-min-
ute goal. In classification 
matches, Belgium defeated 
France 3–2, while the Neth-
erlands, led by Casper van 
der Veen’s hat-trick, beat 
New Zealand 6–3. India will 
face Argentina for third place 
on December 10.
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Rooney Slams Salah, Urges 
Striker to Leave Liverpool

Wayne Rooney Accuses Salah of Damaging Liverpool’s Legacy
LONDON

 
Wayne Rooney, former Manchester 

United and England legend, has 
strongly criticised Mohamed 
Salah for publicly attacking Liv-
erpool, accusing the Egyptian 
forward of tarnishing his own 
legacy at the club.

The saga escalated after 
Salah, frustrated with sitting 
out three consecutive matches, 
claimed he had been “thrown 
under the bus” by 
Liverpool manager 
Arne Slot follow-

ing a 3-3 draw against 
Leeds United. The com-
ments came amid a diffi-
cult 2025-26 campaign 
for the Premier League 
defending champions, 
currently ninth with 
23 points from 15 
games.

Rooney said, “Why would 
you come out and say that? 
Salah has been incredible for 
Liverpool. But then you can’t 
flip it and say what he said. 
It was disrespectful to his 
teammates, to his manager, 
to the fans.” The 33-year-
old English star emphasised 
that while players must 
earn their place weekly, 

Salah’s remarks were damaging, partic-
ularly given Liverpool’s current strug-
gles.

Rooney added that Salah should ei-
ther reconcile with Slot or consider 
leaving the club. “He’s either got to 
speak to the manager, put something 
out, and try to put it right. Or leave the 
football club. It needs to be sorted 
quickly,” Rooney said.

The former striker also urged Liver-
pool boss Slot to assert his authority by 
benching Salah for the upcoming 

Champions League fixture 
against Inter Milan. Rooney 
stressed that only Salah’s im-
proved performances could 
repair his reputation, point-
ing out the striker’s current 
struggles with just four goals 
in 13 appearances this sea-
son.

Salah, a Liverpool icon 
with 250 goals in 420 ap-

pearances since 2017, is set to leave for 
the Africa Cup of Nations on December 
15, potentially missing at least a month 
of club action. Rooney warned that 
Salah would likely regret the timing 
and tone of his public criticism if he 
does not respond positively on the field.

Rooney concluded, “Only he can help 
him get out of this situation by playing 
better! Rather than looking internally, 
he’s looking for anything to put the 
blame on.”

Neergaard-
Petersen 

Clinches First 
Major Title at 

Dramatic 
Australian Open

MELBOURNE
 

Rasmus Neergaard-Peters-
en captured his maiden ma-
jor professional title at the 
Australian Open, produc-
ing a nerveless par on the 
72nd hole to deny Austra-
lian favourite Cameron 
Smith a long-awaited vic-
tory on home soil. Both 
players were locked at 
15-under as they battled 
through a gripping back-
nine duel, but Smith’s 
missed par putt handed the 
Dane a defining career 
breakthrough.

Neergaard-Petersen, 26, 
appeared in trouble on the 
final hole after shanking 
his tee shot into thick 
rough, with a bunker 
blocking his path to the 
green. Smith, however, 
reached the putting surface 
in two and seemed to hold 
the advantage, facing a 
long, downhill putt. 
Displaying re-
markable com-
posure, Neer-
gaard-Petersen 
e x e c u t e d  a 
flawless up-
and-down for 
par, 

while Smith missed a birdie 
and then agonisingly 
pushed a 1.5-metre putt that 
would have forced a play-
off. The Dane closed with 
rounds of 67, 66, 66, and 70 
to finish at 15-under 269. 
Smith, who began the day 
two shots back, surged with 
birdies on the 10th and 11th 
but bogeyed the 12th, al-
lowing Neergaard-Petersen 
to draw level. From there, 
they matched each stroke 
until the decisive final 
green.

“It’s hard… I’m really at 
a loss for words,” Neer-
gaard-Petersen said. “Even 
if you look calm, it was a 
storm inside all day. To get 
it up and down on the last… 
I don’t know what to say.”

Smith, seeking his first 
Australian Open title and 
first win since 2022, de-
scribed the disappointment 

as bittersweet. Rory 
McIlroy, hampered 

by 11 bogeys 
over four days 
and a bizarre 
slip on a 
b a n a n a 
peel Satur-

day,  f i n -
ished tied 

10th .  Neer-
gaard-Peters-
en earns a 
2026 Masters 
e x e m p t i o n , 
while Michael 

Hol l i ck ,  Adam 
Scott, and Si Woo Kim 

secured berths at the 
2026 British Open at 
Royal Birkdale.

Dane 
holds nerve 

on final hole to 
deny hometown 

hero 
Smith

D Gukesh Eyes World 
No. 1 Spot, Confident 

Against Magnus Carlsen
CHENNAI

 
Indian chess prodigy D 
Gukesh has set his sights on 
ending Magnus Carlsen’s re-
cord 14-year reign as the 
world No. 1.  Currently 
ranked 10th in the FIDE 
standings, Gukesh is deter-
mined to rise to the top, con-
fident that his efforts will 
eventually pay off.

The 21-year-old experi-
enced a rollercoaster year in 
2025. After his stunning vic-
tory over Ding Liren at the 
Wor ld  Championsh ips , 
Gukesh climbed to a ca-
reer-best world No. 3 in Feb-
ruary. However, inconsistent 
performances in subsequent 
tournaments saw him drop in 
the rankings, though he still 
produced memorable wins, 
including victories against 
Carlsen himself.

When asked on social me-
dia about his goal to become 
world No. 1, Gukesh replied, 
“I know I will give my abso-
lute best for it, but whether 
or not it happens, I would be 
happy with the effort I put 
in.” His focus remains on 
consistent growth, aiming for 
peak form at the 2026 Candi-
dates tournament, a crucial 

stepping stone toward chal-
lenging Carlsen for the world 
crown.

Gukesh also expressed in-
terest in facing compatriot R 
Praggnanandhaa at the next 
World Championships, pro-
vided he secures a spot by 
winning the Candidates 
2026. Praggnanandhaa qual-
ified for the event by clinch-
ing the FIDE Circuit 2025 
title.

Meanwhile, the Candidates 
qualification process has 
sparked debate, particularly 
regarding Hikaru Nakamura. 

Despite being the next high-
est-rated player after Carlsen, 
Nakamura needed to meet 
FIDE’s 40-game eligibility 
requirement. Carlsen criti-
cized this rule, calling it un-
necessary and restrictive for 
elite players, arguing that the 
Candidates should feature the 
strongest competitors regard-
less of minor tournament par-
ticipation.

For Gukesh, these external 
controversies matter less than 
his own preparation. With his 
talent, strategic acumen, and 
youthful resilience, the Indi-
an GM is positioning himself 
as a serious contender to re-
write chess history and chal-
lenge Carlsen’s dominance 
on the global stage.

Indian Grandmaster 
vows to give his best to 

dethrone reigning 
champion

SEATTLE
 

Seattle’s 2026 World Cup 
Pride Match will spotlight in-
clusion in football as Egypt 
faces Iran, two countries 
where same-sex relationships 
are illegal. Scheduled for June 
26, 2026—Pride weekend Fri-
day—at Lumen Field, the 
game has been formally desig-
nated the city’s “Pride Match” 
by local organisers.

The pairing, drawn for 
Group G, is politically 
charged. In Iran, convictions 
for same-sex activity can carry 
the death penalty, while in 
Egypt, LGBTQ individuals 
face repeated harassment, ar-
rests, and crackdowns. The 
match’s selection has ignited 
debate over whether featuring 
these nations in a Pride cele-
bration sends the right mes-
sage. Seattle’s Pride Match 
Advisory Committee (PMAC) 
stressed that the event cele-
brates local values and inclu-

sion rather than endorsing any 
government policies. “We 
want to showcase Seattle and 
Washington as places where 
everyone belongs, using foot-
ball’s global reach to unite 
people across borders, cul-
tures, and beliefs,” PMAC 
stated.

Eric Wahl, brother of late 
journalist Grant Wahl—de-
tained in Qatar 2022 for wear-
ing a rainbow T-shirt—praised 
the initiative. Posting on X, he 
said, “Having Egypt and Iran in 
the Pride Match is a good thing 
because there are LGBTQAI+ 
people everywhere, and all 
will be welcome to be them-

selves in Seattle.”
The Pride Match forms part 

of a wider program by Seat-
tleFWC26, including a June-
teenth-themed United States 
vs Australia fixture on June 19 
and a citywide Pride artwork 
contest. Organisers emphasise 
the project is locally led and 
not affiliated with FIFA.

The backdrop remains the 
ongoing concern for LGBTQ 
safety at major tournaments, 
especially after Qatar 2022, 
where rainbow symbols were 
restricted and some fans faced 
detentions. Advocacy groups, 
including the Sport and Rights 
Alliance, are urging FIFA to 
clarify anti-discrimination pol-
icies and ensure that queer 
supporters, particularly those 
from repressive regimes, are 
safe and welcome at the 2026 
World Cup.

This Pride Match is shaping 
up as a high-profile statement 
that football can bridge cultures 
while advocating equality.

Seattle’s WC Pride Match spotlights 
gay rights despite anti-LGBTQ nations

Lando Norris Silences Doubters, 
Clinches First Formula One World Title

Norris overcomes years of criticism and expectation to seize glory

ABU DHABI
 

Lando Norris completed a re-
markable journey to his maid-
en Formula One world cham-
pionship, finishing third in 
Abu Dhabi to clinch the crown 
and finally silence critics who 
questioned his mentality, ma-
turity, and mettle. The 26-year-
old Briton, world karting 
champion in 2013, is now the 
United Kingdom’s 11th F1 ti-
tle winner since the 1950s.

For years, detractors la-
belled Norris as mentally frag-
ile, overly privileged, or too 
soft to challenge the sport’s 
fiercest competitors. 

He faced boos at rival cir-
cuits, endured online jibes—
including the notorious “Lan-
do No-wins” tag—and was 
accused of benefiting from 
McLaren favouritism over 
teammate Oscar Piastri. Yet 
his results spoke louder. After 
ending his win drought last 
season, Norris silenced the 
“pole-but-no-conversion” nar-
rative, taking seven victories 
this year, five from pole posi-
tion.

Norris’s affluent background 
drew attention, but in a sport 

reliant on financial backing, 
his natural speed and relentless 
work ethic became undeniable. 
Early in his McLaren career, 
he helped mechanics pack 
down cars post-race, reflecting 
humility rather than entitle-
ment. His close friendship 
with Max Verstappen, forged 
through virtual racing, occa-
sionally sparked controversy, 
including clashes in Austria 
last year. Yet Norris’s ability to 

reset and move forward be-
came a hallmark of his rise.

McLaren CEO Zak Brown 
praised his “resilience, maturi-
ty and calmness.” Open about 
mental health and authentic in 
a sport dominated by stoicism, 
Norris has emerged as a new-
age role model: not a vil-
lain, not an enigma — sim-
ply a fiercely quick racer 
with heart on his sleeve and 
a world title to show for it.

Neymar Secures Santos’ 
Survival, Confirms 

Upcoming Knee Surgery
SAO PAULO

 
Neymar’s Santos ensured its 
survival in Brazil’s Serie A 
with a 3-0 win over Cruzeiro, 
while the 33-year-old star con-
firmed he will undergo surgery 
on his left knee. Playing its fi-
nal league match of the season, 
Santos avoided what would 
have been the club’s second 
relegation in history. The team 
was first relegated in 2023, 
nearly a year after the death of 
legendary Pelé, who made San-
tos a global football icon.

Neymar, who returned to 
Santos in January after strug-
gling to recover from a torn 
ACL sustained in October 2023 
during a World Cup qualifier 
against Uruguay, proved deci-

sive in helping the 
club stay in the 

top flight. In 
t h e  l a s t 
t h r e e 
rounds, he 
scored a 
goal in a 
3-0 win 
a g a i n s t 
Sport Re-

cife, netted a hat trick in anoth-
er 3-0 victory over Juventude, 
and provided key assists in 
Sunday’s win against Cruzeiro.

Thaciano scored in the 26th 
and 28th minutes, and João 
Schmidt added a goal in the 
60th minute, securing the vic-
tory at Vila Belmiro Stadium. 
Santos finished 12th in the 
league with 47 points, with 
Neymar having played 19 of 
the 38 rounds, scoring eight 
goals in total.

“I came for this, to try to help 
the best way I can. These have 
been tough weeks for me,” 
Neymar said after the match. “I 
thank those who were with me 
to lift me up. If it weren't for 
them, I wouldn't have played 
these matches because of these 
injuries, this knee problem. I 
need to rest and then we will 
have this knee surgery.”

Despite the upcoming pro-
cedure, Neymar remains 
hopeful about earning a spot 
in Brazil’s final squad for the 
2026 World Cup, although 
coach Carlo Ancelotti has yet 
to make selections since tak-
ing over in May.

Xabi Alonso’s Real Madrid 
era at crossroads ahead of 

Manchester City test
MADRID

 
Real Madrid faces a pivotal 
Champions League clash 
against Manchester City 
after a shocking 2-0 home 
defeat to Celta Vigo, put-
ting coach Xabi Alonso 

under intense scrutiny.
The loss to 

Celta not only 
ended Madrid’s 

perfect  home 
league run but 

also left the team 
four points behind 

Barcelona in La Liga. The match 
saw Williot Swedberg score twice, 

Jude Bellingham leave with a 
bloody cut above his eye, and Ma-
drid finish with nine men following 
red cards for Fran Garcia and Alvaro 
Carreras. It was only their second 
league defeat in 16 games, capping a 
run of just seven wins across all 
competitions.

Alonso admitted the performance 
was disappointing. “We are all an-

gry, this was not the game we wanted, 
it was not the result we wanted,” he 
said at the Bernabeu, emphasizing 
the need to move on quickly. 


