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MEA rejects Lutnick’s claim,
says 8 calls between Modi and Trump

India on Friday rejected US claims linking stalled trade talks to Modi-Trump
calls, while monitoring a proposed American bill on Russian oil tariffs

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) on Friday dis-
missed claims by US Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick that a proposed In-
dia—US trade deal failed be-
cause Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi did not call US
President Donald Trump.
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the “characteri-
sation of discussions in re-
ported remarks is not accu-
rate,” stressing that Modi
and Trump had spoken by
phone eight times in 2025.
Responding to Lutnick’s
comments, Jaiswal said In-
dia and the United States
had been close to concluding
a trade agreement on several
occasions and that New Del-

hi continues to remain inter-
ested in a mutually benefi-
cial deal. Lutnick had earlier
suggested that India missed
a narrow window to finalise
the pact, claiming a direct
leader-level call was re-
quired and did not take
place.

The MEA also said it is
closely monitoring develop-
ments related to a proposed
US bipartisan bill that seeks to
impose up to 500% tariffs and
secondary sanctions on coun-
tries importing Russian ener-
gy. The legislation, titled the
Sanctioning Russia Act of
2025, has been backed by Re-
publican Senator Lindsey
Graham and Democratic Sen-
ator Richard Blumenthal, and
reportedly has the support of
President Trump. India is cur-
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PM Modi and President Trump
have spoken on phone on eight
occasions in 2025.
—Randhir Jaiswal,
MEA spokesperson

rently the world’s sec-
ond-largest buyer of Rus-
sian crude after China.
On the issue of energy #+
imports, Jaiswal said In-
dia’s procurement deci-
sions are guided by
global market
conditions
and the need
to ensure
affordable
energy for
its 1.4
billion
people.
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He emphasised that energy
security remains a key na-
tional priority. The proposed
sanctions, if enforced, could
further strain India—US rela-
tions, which have seen both
cooperation and friction in
2025 amid trade disputes,
geopolitical pressures
and differing policy
priorities, even as
engagement contin-
ues across strategic
and economic
sectors.

Bengal CM Mamata protests

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
took to the streets of Kolkata
to protest the Enforcement
Directorate’s searches at the
residence and offices of
I-PAC chief Pratik Jain. Lead-
ing a rally with senior Trina-
mool Congress leaders, min-
isters, MPs, MLAs and party
supporters, Banerjee accused
the BJP-led Centre of using
central agencies to target po-
litical opponents ahead of the
2026 Assembly elections.

The march began from the
8B Bus Stand area, with

any financial probe. Banerjee
also strongly criticised the de-
tention of TMC MPs during a

protest outside the

supporters raising slo- A ED S Union Home Minis-
ans against what S UIBEE s in Delhi, callin
g g Calcutta High Court try ¥ &

they described as
political vendetta.
The protest fol-
lowed Banerjee’s
visit a day earlier
to Jain’s Loudon
Street residence
while ED officials were
conducting searches. The
chief minister alleged that the
agency attempted to seize
TMC’s internal documents,
digital devices and confidential
organisational data unrelated to

seeking a CBlI probe,
alleging obstruction of its
searches and misuse of
state machinery, including
involvement of senior
political and police
officials.

it “shameful and
unacceptable”
and an attack on
democratic
rights. In a post
on X, she said
dragging elected
representatives for ex-
ercising their right to pro-
test reflected “arrogance in
uniform,” adding that India was
a democracy, not the BJP’s pri-
vate property.
Accusing the BJP of double

against ED actlon on I- PAC

What | did yesterday, | did as the
TMC chairperson. | have done
nothing illegal... They tried to
steal my party’s data... If
someone comes to kill me, don’t
| have the right to self-defence?”
“If someone tries to hit me
politically, | get politically
rejuvenated.

—Mamata Banerjee, WB CM

standards, Banerjee said op-
position leaders were detained
and humiliated while ruling
party leaders enjoyed privi-
leges during protests. She as-
serted that dignity, dissent and
mutual respect between insti-
tutions were essential to de-
mocracy.

Internal quota: Guv returns bill to govt, seeks clarifications

BENGALURU

Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot has re-
turned the Bill providing for
internal reservation among
Scheduled Castes (SCs) to the
state government, seeking fur-
ther clarifications, Raj Bhavan
(Lok Bhavan) said on Friday.
The Bill was passed during the
Belagavi session of the Legis-

lature last month, and the delay
in its approval could affect re-
cruitment to government ser-
vices and admissions to state-
run educational institutions.
According to Lok Bhavan,
the Governor has sought ex-
planations regarding certain
concerns surrounding the Kar-
nataka Scheduled Castes
(Sub-Classification) Bill. The
proposed law restructures the

ATTACK PLAN DROPPED

existing 17 per cent SC reser-
vation under a 6-6-5 formula.
Under this framework, Madiga
and 15 related castes are
placed in Group A with 6 per
cent reservation, Holeya and
18 affiliated castes in Group B
with another 6 per cent, and
Lambani, Bhovi, Korma, Kor-
cha and 59 ‘most backward’
SC communities in Group C
with 5 per cent.

K’taka Assembly
to hold 2-day
session on
MGNREGA: DCM

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
will convene a two-day special
session of the Legislative As-
sembly to deliberate on issues
related to the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
and the Centre’s newly intro-
duced rural employment law,
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar announced on Friday.
Addressing reporters, Shiva-
kumar said the special session
would focus
on the possible
impact on ru-
ral workers
following the
replacement of
MGNREGA
with the Viksit Bharat-Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act, also
known as the VB-G RAM-G
Bill. “We have decided to hold
a two-day special session on
the MGNREGA issue. It will
be discussed extensively. The
BJP is going to campaign on
this—Ilet them explain their
programmes as well,” he said.
“If there was corruption
worth Z11 lakh crore, let the
CBI investigate,” he remarked.
DKS challenges BJP to
debate on MGNREGA
The Deputy CM also chal-
lenged Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi to a public debate on the
differences between the two
schemes. “Let him come for-
ward for a debate on what has
changed between MGNREGA
and the new VB-G RAM-G
Bill. Fix a date, choose a TV
channel, and let the people hear
the truth,” Shivakumar said.

RBI Compounds Sindhu advances
FEMA to Malaysia
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CM writes to Vijayan, raises concern
over Malayalam Language Bill

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has written to Ker-
ala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan expressing serious
concern over the proposed
Malayalam Language Bill,
which seeks to make Malay-
alam the compulsory first lan-
guage even in Kannada-medi-
um schools, particularly in
border districts such as
Kasaragod.

In his letter, Siddaramaiah
said the relationship between
Karnataka and Kerala has long
been guided by mutual respect,
cooperative federalism and
shared constitutional responsi-
bility. He stressed that India’s
strength lies in its linguistic and
cultural plurality, which has
thrived through coexistence
rather than compulsion.

Highlighting the unique lin-
guistic fabric of border regions
like Kasaragod, the Chief
Minister noted that Malay-
alam, Kannada, Tulu, Beary
and several other languages
have coexisted harmoniously
for generations. He warned
that mandating a single lan-
guage could burden children,
weaken minority-run educa-
tional institutions and disrupt
established educational sys-
tems trusted by local commu-
nities. Siddaramaiah pointed

Karnataka o]
Siddaramaiah urges
Kerala to reconsider the
proposed Malayalam
Language Bill, citing
constitutional protections
and concerns over
linguistic minorities

out that a significant section of
Kasaragod’s population, par-
ticularly in the border belt,
prefers Kannada-medium edu-
cation due to long-standing
social, cultural and economic
ties with Karnataka. Respect-
ing this reality, he said, would
strengthen India’s plural char-
acter rather than undermine
Malayalam.

Referring to constitutional
safeguards, the Chief Minister
cited Articles 29 and 30, which
protect linguistic minorities,
along with Articles 350A and
350B that mandate moth-

CM and DCM to meet
Prez over Malayalam
LanguageBill

BELAGAVI
Kannada and Culture Min-
ister Shivaraj Tangadgi on

Friday said a delegation led
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar
will soon meet President
Droupadi Murmu, urging
her not to grant assent to
the Malayalam Language
Bill passed by the Kerala
government. He said the
bill could adversely affect
the interests of Kannadigas
living in Kerala’s border re-
gions, particularly Kasargod.

er-tongue instruction and pro-
tection of minority linguistic
interests. He said any legisla-
tion must uphold not only con-
stitutional legality but also
constitutional morality.

Urging Kerala to reconsider
the Bill, Siddaramaiah called
for broader consultations with
linguistic minorities, educators
and neighbouring states. He
cautioned that if the Bill is
passed, Karnataka would op-
pose it using all constitutional
means to defend linguistic mi-
norities and the plural spirit of
the Republic.

Eviction dr1ve continues for
second day at Thanisandra

BENGALURU

Bengaluru witnessed tense
scenes for the second consec-
utive day on Friday as eviction
operations resumed at Thani-
sandra amid tight police secu-
rity. With the situation remain-
ing sensitive, authorities car-
ried out the removal of alleged
encroachments under heavy
police deployment to prevent
any law-and-order issues.

Residents expressed strong
anger over what they de-
scribed as a sudden eviction
without prior notice. Many
claimed they were neither in-
formed in advance nor com-
pensated with the advance
money they had paid. Tear-
fully narrating their plight,
several affected families said
that had they received re-
funds earlier, they would
have made alternative hous-
ing arrangements.

The eviction pertains to

Trump cancels second wave of attacks on Venezuela

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump announced on Friday
that he has called off a pre-
viously expected second
wave of military attacks on
Venezuela, citing coopera-
tion from the South Ameri-
can nation in recent days.
Trump said that relations
with Venezuela have taken a
positive turn, with Caracas
showing willingness to work
with Washington, including
the release of political pris-
oners and moves to collabo-
rate on energy infrastructure.
“The U.S. and Venezuela are

working well together,” he
wrote in a social media post.
As part of this emerging co-
operation, Trump noted that
the United States plans to
meet with major oil compa-
nies — often referred to as

“big oil” — at the White
House to promote invest-
ment in Venezuela’s energy
sector. He said at least $100
billion is expected to be in-
vested by these firms in the
country’s oil and gas infra-
structure.

Despite canceling further of-
fensive strikes, Trump
stressed that U.S. military
forces and naval vessels in
the region would remain in
place for safety and security
purposes. The decision fol-
lows a dramatic period of
U.S.—Venezuelan interac-
tions, including a previous
military operation that led to

the capture of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro
and other developments that
have reshaped diplomatic
and strategic calculations.
The shift toward coopera-
tion on economic and secu-
rity issues marks a signifi-
cant change from recent
tensions between the two
countries. Trump’s an-
nouncement underscores a
potential pivot in U.S. for-
eign policy toward Venezue-
la, blending diplomatic en-
gagement with ambitious
economic interests tied to
one of the world’s largest oil
reserves.

Belagavi sugar factory accident:
Deathtoll climbsto 8

BELAGAVI

The death toll in the tragic sugarcane juice
spillage incident at Inamdar Sugars in Mar-
kumbi village of Bailhongal taluk has risen
to eight after another critically injured
worker died during treatment on Friday
morning. The accident occurred on the
fourth floor of the factory when boiling
sugarcane juice spilled while Actuated
Valve Control Packages (AVCP) were be-
ing replaced at compartment-1. Eight em-
ployees sustained severe burn injuries in
the mishap and were rushed to private
hospitals in Belagavi. Among them,
Raghavendra Mallappa Giriyal (36) of
Gokak, who had been in critical condition
for the past three days, succumbed to his
injuries, becoming the eighth victim.

nearly two acres of land in
Survey Numbers 28/1 and
28/2 of K.R. Puram Hobli,
Thanisandra. Based on the
Keshav Narayan Committee
report, the High Court had di-
rected the clearing of en-
croachments on the land. Fol-
lowing the court’s order, offi-
cials of the Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA) be-
gan the eviction process from
Thursday.

Local residents alleged that
they had been living in the area
for over a decade and accused
BDA officials of carrying out
the operation without issuing
any formal notices. Many said
they possessed property-related
documents, including A-khata
certificates, electricity bills and
water bills, and therefore be-
lieved the land was legally oc-
cupied. Several residents
claimed they were unaware that
the land was classified as gov-
ernment property.

PM to host German
Chancellor on
malden Indla VlSlt
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NEW DELHI

German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz will undertake a two-
day official visit to India be-
ginning January 12, during
which he will hold talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Ahmedabad, marking
his first visit to the country
since assuming office.

Prime Minister Modi and
Chancellor Merz are sched-
uled to meet in Ahmedabad on
Monday, where they will joint-
ly visit the Sabarmati Ashram
and participate in the Interna-
tional Kite Festival at the Sa-
barmati Riverfront. The lead-
ers will later proceed to Ma-
hatma Mandir in Gandhinagar
for formal bilateral engage-
ments. According to the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO), the
visit comes at a significant
moment as India and Germa-
ny recently marked 25 years
of their Strategic Partner-
ship. The discussions be-
tween the two leaders will
review progress achieved so
far and explore ways to fur-
ther deepen cooperation
across key sectors.

QUICKREAD

Khamenei accuses Iran rioters of
appeasing Donald Trump

TEHRAN

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei on Friday accused some protesters of try-
ing to appease US President Donald Trump
by damaging public property, while address-
ing nationwide unrest in a speech aired on
state television. Urging citizens to maintain
unity, Khamenei said the Islamic Republic
would not tolerate “mercenaries” acting on
behalf of foreign powers. He also advised
Trump to focus on domestic issues in the
United States. The remarks came amid re-
ports of a nationwide internet shutdown that
began on Thursday and continued into Friday,
according to monitoring group NetBlocks.
Rights groups report at least 34 protesters
and four security personnel killed, with over
2,200 arrests. © More on page 8
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Setback to Surya
Ghar Schemeinthe
State: MP Yaduveer

MYSURU

Expressing concern, Mysu-
ru-Kodagu Member of Parlia-
ment Yaduveer Krishnadatta
Chamaraja Wadiyar said that
according to available infor-
mation, out of 2,22,800 appli-
cations in the state, solar in-
stallations have been complet-
ed in only about ten thousand
homes, indicating a setback to
the scheme.

Speaking after inaugurating
the “PM Surya Ghar Yojana”
Solar Rooftop Developers’
Meet, organised by the Indian
Solar Association here on Fri-
day, he said greater encour-
agement must be given for the
use of renewable energy. The
entire world is promoting so-
lar systems, and this is a

scheme that enables electrici-
ty generation without harming
the environment in our coun-
try as well.

The MP said although the
ambitious PM Surya Ghar
scheme of the Central Govern-
ment—aimed at power self-re-
liance and promoting the ef-
fective use of renewable ener-
gy—was launched in 2024, its
implementation in Karnataka
has been sluggish. According
to information available, out of
2,22,800 applications in the
state, solar installations have
been completed in only ten
thousand homes. When such a
beneficial scheme exists for
the public, timely encourage-
ment can help women progress
economically. An allocation of
%75,000 crore has been ear-

marked for this scheme and
needs to be utilised. By adopt-
ing such a good scheme, it is
possible to contribute to a
Viksit Bharat (Developed In-
dia). The state government
should ensure proper imple-
mentation.

Indian Solar Association
President and former MP C.
Narasimhan said that for the
first time in the country, a tar-
get has been set to install so-
lar systems in two crore
homes. India is catching up
with China in solar power
generation. The entire world
is giving priority to solar elec-
tricity generation, he added.

Canara Bank’s Lakshman
Pratap, IOB’s Prakash and
others were present at the pro-
gramme.

Find New Ways to Control Traffic
Congestion: K.V.Mallesh

MYSURU

K.V.Mallesh, former corpora-
tor of Mysuru City Corpora-
tion and president of Aniketa-
na Seva Trust, has urged the
local administration to urgent-
ly adopt new measures in
view of the heavy traffic con-
gestion in Mysuru city which
is increasing every day.

In a press release here, he
said as Mysuru has grown,
traffic congestion has also in-
creased.

To regulate the growing
traffic, signals are being in-
stalled everywhere. As a re-
sult, even roads that once al-
lowed smooth movement are
now facing traffic problems.
Moreover, free left turns
should be implemented across
the city. In many major cities,
artificial intelligence—based
traffic signals and cameras are
already in operation. These
systems function according to
traffic density.

If such systems are imple-
mented in Mysuru city, it will
be possible to manage the
traffic pressure that may arise
in the future.

Railway Underpasses
Should Be Expanded:
Mallesh said the railway gates at
Jayanagar, Metagalli, and near
Kukkarahalli Lake in the city
should be replaced, keeping fu-
ture requirements in mind, with
wide flyovers. In addition, the
railway underpasses at K.G.
Koppalu and Jayanagar (ISK-
CON Road) should be expand-
ed. The existing underpasses are
narrow, and traffic congestion is
causing inconvenience to com-
muters. From a future perspec-
tive, attention must be given
now itself to expand these un-
derpasses. Otherwise, with the
increase in vehicles and popula-
tion in the coming days, traffic
movement will become even
more difficult.

Create Accident-Free
Zones:

The former corporator said as
the population in the city in-
creases, traffic congestion is
also rising. Correspondingly,
accidents are also increasing,
which is unfortunate.

According to statistics,
more than 12,000 serious ac-
cidents have occurred in the
last five years. Well-devel-
oped roads should facilitate
smooth traffic, not turn into
accident-prone zones. How-
ever, the daily increase in ac-
cidents in the city is alarming.
The local administration must
focus on this issue and work
towards making the city acci-
dent-free.

To control crowding, iron
barricades have been installed
in many parts of the city.
However, the public is mov-
ing them aside by hand and
crossing over. This not only
obstructs smooth traffic but
also leads to accidents. There-
fore, instead of iron barri-
cades, cement bricks should
be installed. Only then will
effective traffic congestion
control be possible.
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Tiger attacks cow: Villagers stage protest

HUNSUR

A cow belonging to Gopal-
ayya of Hoskote village was
attacked by a tiger while it
was grazing in Hunsur taluk
on Friday. The cow was in-
jured in the tiger attack.
Following the incident,
about 50 people led by Gopal-
ayya from Hoskote village
staged a sudden protest by

blocking the road. Hunsur Ru-
ral Police personnel and Forest
Department officials rushed to
the spot and conducted an in-
spection. Forest Department
officials stated that they are
carrying out an operation, but
the tiger has not yet been
traced. They have initiated
measures to capture the tiger.
During the protest, the
demonstrators set fire to tyres

on the road, expressed anger
against the Forest Depart-
ment, and raised slogans
against it. Later, Range Forest
Officer (RFO) Nandakumar
arrived at the spot and assured
compensation for the injured
cow and promised that steps
would be taken to capture the
tiger. Following this assur-
ance, the protesters called off
their agitation.

CinemAsana in Mysuru on Jan 17, 18

MYSURU

Sandi Higgins and Sumanth
Manjunath on Friday an-
nounced the introduction of
CinemAsana, a unique cre-
ative retreat bringing together
filmmaking, yoga, and Indian
classical raga music, in Mysu-
ru on January 17-18.
Addressing a news confer-
ence here, they said CinemA-
sana is led by acclaimed Kan-
nada filmmaker Akash Srivat-
sa, known for Shivaji Surath-
kal and Shivaji Surathkal 2,
with his upcoming film Daiji
set for release in 2026, and 1s
co-curated and facilitated by
Mysuru-based yoga teacher
and actress Sandi Higgins,
alongside Indian classical mu-
sician Sumanth Manjunath.
This marks the first time
Akash Srivatsa brings his
filmmaking masterclass to
Mysuru. CinemAsana weaves
filmmaking, embodied yoga,
and live raga music to explore
creativity grounded in aware-

ness, emotion, and rhythm—
bridging ancient wisdom with
contemporary cinema.

Sandi Higgins is an interna-
tional Ashtanga yoga teacher,
author, actress, and director
based in Mysuru, where she
works with Mud Story Re-
treats to curate programs con-
necting traditional yoga with
sustainable culture and natu-
ral farming.

Born in the United States,
her work is shaped by a
long-standing love of Indian
culture, first encountered
through the Indian-American
diaspora, and deepened
through more than a decade
of practice in the Mysore
Ashtanga lineage of Sri T.
Krishnamacharya and K. Pat-
tabhi Jois, alongside sustained
study of yoga philosophy and
Indian classical music and
arts. As an actress, Sandi ap-
pears in Akash Srivatsa’s up-
coming Kannada film Daiji,
starring Ramesh Aravind and
scheduled for release in 2026.
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Through CinemAsana, she
brings filmmaking into dia-
logue with embodied yoga
practice, honoring Mysuru’s
deep yogic legacy while of-
fering spiritual grounding and
self-care for artists and story-
tellers.

Sumanth Manjunath is a
third-generation Indian classi-
cal violinist and vocalist from
the illustrious Mysore lineage
of his grandfather Vidwan Sri
Mahadevappa, his uncle My-
sore Nagaraj, and his father
Dr. Mysore Manjunath. He is

g5y

known for his expressive raga
improvisations and sensitive
musical presence. Based be-
tween India and Europe, Su-
manth performs international-
ly across festivals and cultural
venues, bringing Indian clas-
sical music into dialogue with
global audiences and yoga
aspirants. At CinemAsana, he
focuses on bringing raga mu-
sic back to the movies, offer-
ing live musical explorations
that reveal how raga deepens
emotion, inner rhythm, and
cinematic storytelling.

NR Groups hosts 37th NR Golf Open
and Match Play Champlonshlp
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MYSURU

NR Group, makers of Cycle
Pure Agarbathi, announced
the commencement of the
37th edition of the NR Golf
Open &amp; Match Play
Championship. The state-lev-
el tournament is being hosted
at the Jayachamaraja Wadiyar
Golf Club (JWGC), Mysuru,
over three days.

The NR Group, which has
diversified from agarbathi to
aerospace, has consistently
encouraged and supported
various forms of sports across
India. This championship is
one of its flagship initiatives
to promote golf and nurture
talent. From the previous
year, the championship has
been played across 36 holes,
making it one of the very few

tournaments in the region to
adopt this format. In fact,
apart from the prestigious
Maharaja Trophy, the NR
Golf Open is the only tourna-
ment conducted at JWGC
over 36 holes, further cement-
ing its reputation as a premier
golfing event.

The tournament was inau-
gurated this morning at 8 am
by Mr. Arjun Ranga, Manag-
ing Director, Cycle Pure
Agarbathi and Managing
Partner, NR Group, along
with Venkatesh, Ranga Fami-
ly Member. Present on the
occasion were H S Arun Ku-
mar , President, JWGC, M S
Yeshwanth, Captain, JWGC,
K S Sudheer Bhat, Hon. Sec-
retary, JWGC, D V Sridhar,
Hon. Treasurer, JWGC, Mr.
Phalguna V Urs Chairman,

Tournament Sub-committee,
MG Chengappa, Committee
Member, Mr. A. Anantha, and
other committee members and
participants.

This year, over 300 golfers
from Mysuru, Bengaluru, Co-
org, Chikamagalur, Ooty, and
Kodaikanal are competing
across 16 categories, includ-
ing: 1. Match Play Gross, 2.
Match Play Net, 3. Match
Play Net — Doubles, 4. Match
Play Net — Seniors, 5. Match
Play — Super Seniors, 6.
Stroke Play Gross, 7. Stable-
ford Gross 8. Stroke Play Net
[Handicap 0-12], 9. Stroke
Play Net [Handicap 13-18],
10. Stableford Net [Handicap
0-18], 11. Stableford Net
[Handicap 19-24], 12. Stable-
ford Net — Seniors (65 &amp;
Above Handicap 0-24), 13.

Stableford Net —

L,

Super Se-
niors (75 &amp; Above
Handicap 0-24)

14. Best Lady Golfer, 15.
Nearest to the Pin — 6 th Hole,
16. Longest Drive — 9 th Hole.
Speaking at the inauguration,
Arjun Ranga said as a golfer
himself, he always love to be
part of the NR Golf Champi-
onship. Over the years, it has
become one of the most await-
ed events in the state. It is our
initiative to provide a platform
for golfers and encourage the
game of golf. We have wit-
nessed tremendous enthusiasm
and discovered remarkable
talent, and it is heartening to
see the sport grow stronger
with each edition.”

On the occasion, H S Arun
Kumar, President, JWGC,
was present.

JP claims
pressure to
contest from
Chamaraja

MYSURU

Senior BJP leader and former
Senate member S. Jay-
aprakash (JP) claimed that
there is pressure from the BJP
workers to contest from the
Chamaraja Assembly constit-
uency in the 2028 Assembly
polls.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here on Friday, he said
over the last three to four days,
many people have been calling
him and requesting him to
clear the confusion prevailing
among party workers. The par-
ty is like a mother and that the
BJP is a party of workers,
guided by the principle of
“Nation first, family next.”
Therefore, no aspirant—in-
cluding himself—should do
anything that hurts the senti-
ments of party workers or cre-
ates divisions among them.

JP said as public elections
are not imminent, all aspirants
must exercise patience and
remain remain united,
strengthen the party, and work
towards strengthening the
hands of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. On several occa-
sions, particularly during the
1994 and 2023 Assembly
elections, he had sacrificed
his opportunity to contest as
the candidate from the
Chamaraj Assembly Constit-
uency.

Uppara Association holds felicitation
function in Mysuru on Sunday

MYSURU

The Mysuru District Uppara
Association has organized a
felicitation ceremony for
achievers from various fields
and social workers, along
with the release of the Associ-
ation’s 2026 calendar, on Jan-
uary 11, at 10:30 a.m. at the
Gowardhan Hotel auditorium
in the city, said K.T. Mohan
Kumar, recipient of the Shri
Bhagiratha Social Service
Award.

Addressing a news con-
ferece here, he said that the
programme will be held in the
the presence of Shri Dr. Puru-
shottamananda Puri Mahas-
wamiji of the Shri Bhagiratha
Peetha, Hosadurga. The event
will be inaugurated by former
Minister, Chairman of MSIL,

President of the Karnataka
State Uppara Association, and
MLA from Chamarajanagar
Assembly constituency, C.
Puttaranga Shetty.

Floral tributes to the por-
trait of Shri Bhagiratha Ma-
harshi will be offered by Bha-
ramanna Lakshmana Uppara,
Chairman of the Karnataka
Uppara Development Corpo-
ration, and U. Venkoba, Gen-
eral Secretary of the State
Uppara Association.

The 2026 calendar of the
Mysuru District Uppara Asso-
ciation will be released by
H.N. Vijay, former Chairman
of the Mysuru Urban Devel-
opment Authority; Sheela
Puttaranga Shetty, Director of
KMF; and former Deputy
Mayor Dr. Roopa Yogesh
Babu. The programme will be

presided over by Nagaraju
Karalapura, President of the
Mysuru District Uppara Asso-
ciation.

An awareness lecture on the
Constitution and social sur-
veys will be delivered by
K.M. Shivakumaraswamy,
retired Deputy Secretary of
the Zilla Panchayat. On the
occasion, achievers and social
workers from the community
will be felicitated, including
Circle Inspectors C. Shiva-
nanja Shetty, Mahadevas-
wamy and Mahadevaswamy;
Sub-Inspectors Krishnakant
Koli and Basavaraju; Forest
Officer Somu; Sunil, Presi-
dent of the Bengaluru Rural
Uppara Association; and
Nagara ju, an entrepreneur
from Gauribidanur, among
others.

BJP leaders shocked over Hubballi incident

HUNSUR

BJP Mahila Morcha State
Vice President Dr. Prafulla
Malladi has expressed serious
concern over women’s safety
in the state in the wake of the
Hubballi incident where a
woman was allegedly un-
dressed by the cops.
Addressing a news confer-
ence here, she said the recent
incident in Hubballi is ex-
tremely alarming and con-
demnable. No position, au-

thority, or uniform gives any-
one the right to trample upon
the dignity of women. Allega-
tions of atrocities against
women emerging from within
the very system entrusted
with maintaining law and or-
der clearly reflect the com-
plete failure of the state gov-
ernment’s machinery. Any
incident that undermines the
dignity, security, and funda-
mental rights of women must
be taken seriously by both so-
ciety and the state.

Dr Prafulla said in Kesh-
wapur of Hubballi, BJP activ-
ist Sujatha was allegedly
stripped and brutally assault-
ed under the pretext of ques-
tioning her.

The name of Congress
woman corporator Suvarna
has been linked to this inci-
dent. Dr. Malladi demanded
an impartial and transparent
investigation into this heinous
act and immediate, stringent
legal action against those re-
sponsible.
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Karnataka’s Five Guarantees
A New Model of Welfare and Inclusion

y
Karnataka’s

Guarantees

Journey

What Motivated
Siddaramaiah’s
Guarantee Push?

hief Minister Siddara-
maiah has articulated
several motivations be-
hind these schemes:

1. Social Justice & Equity

He said the guarantees
follow a social justice
principle — aiming to re-
distribute wealth and em-
power vulnerable groups,
particularly women and
youth.

-

governance strategy infi _
Karnataka, described Jl )
by the government [ Gruha jyotl‘“
as pro-poor welfare Free electricity up to a fixed
commitments that e number of units for households,
— iy easing monthly power expenses.
enhance living standards.§
They cover basic needs [ o
like food, energy, mobility,
cash support to women

heads of households, and
youth unemployment
support.

.

Gruha Lakshmi

Monthly financial assistance to
the woman head of every family to
strengthen household security.

2. Universal Basic
Income Approach

Siddaramaiah described
the five guarantees as part
of a Universal Basic In-
come model — a safety
net for the poor and mid-
dle class that enhances
their purchasing power
and economic participa-
tion.

3. Political Mandate

These schemes were core

Anna Bhagya

Free food grains (or equivalent
support) for eligible families

Shakti

Free bus travel for women across
the state, promoting mobility, safe-

hen the Congress
Party returned to
power in Karnataka
in 2023, it brought
with it a bold vision: to implement
all five guarantees it had promised
in its election manifesto. These
schemes — focused on gender eq-
uity, household welfare, youth sup-
port, and basic needs — were de-
signed to act like a Universal Basic
Income safety net, boosting pur-
chasing power and narrowing eco-
nomic disparities across the state.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
publicly defended the guarantees
as strategic social investments and
a response to deep-rooted inequal-
ity — not mere “freebies.” They
were meant to provide immediate
relief, especially to the poor and
vulnerable, and stimulate econom-
ic participation by increasing con-
sumption and confidence in the
economy.

Gruha Lakshmi

A direct monthly cash transfer of
32,000 to every woman head of a
household under the poverty line.
About 1.24 crore women across
the state have received support
under this scheme. The State gov-
ernment has approximately spent
Rs 50,005 crore has been spent so
far. Voices from the ground:

“I can now send my children to
school without worrying about
tuition fees,” says Savitha, a
mother of three from Ramanagara.

“This money has helped me
start a small tailoring business,”

-
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adds Geetha from Mysuru.
Impact

For many women, the monthly
cash is not just an allowance —
it’s financial independence and
dignity.

Gruha Jyothi

Free Electricity for Households.
Free electricity for the first 200
units per month for every regis-
tered household. About 1.64 crore
households have registered and
have taken benefit of this scheme.
The state has approximately spent
%18,139 crore so far.

Voices from the ground
“Our monthly bill used to be over-
whelming,” says Ramesh of Bal-

ty, and workforce participation.

Yuva Nidhi

Unemployment assistance for
educated youth until they secure
ajob or start self-employment.

J
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lari. “Now we use lights and fans
freely without stress.”

Prema, a homemaker in Hub-
balli, says: “Last summer, my
fridge ran without pauses. This
saved us from wastage and heat.”
This scheme reduces household
burden, especially for large fami-
lies and those with frequent elec-
tricity needs.

Anna Bhagya

Free Rice for BPL Families. Each
Below Poverty Line (BPL) family
member receives 10 kg of rice per
month free — 5 kg from the Cen-
tre’s NFSA + 5 kg from the state
under Anna Bhagya.

Over 72 crore rice distributions
have been made since the launch,
serving millions of beneficiaries.

About %11,821.17 crore has been
spent so far.

The Week

Voices from the ground:
Lakshmi, a farmer’s wife in Raic-
hur, says: “Rice for the family
means food security — especially
for children.”

Impact and Challenges:

While widely used, some reports
show delays in disbursement in
certain areas, highlighting imple-
mentation challenges.

Shakti

Free Bus Travel for Women. All
women in Karnataka get free trav-
el on ordinary government buses
(KSRTC, BMTC, etc.) from any-

to ensure food security.

where to anywhere. Statewide use
is massive — over 500 crore free
women bus rides have been re-
corded. Government disburse-
ments to transport corporations
total around X11,748 crore, with
pending dues of about 34,006
crore to RTCs.

Voices from the ground

“I travel to work every day without
worrying about fare,” says Shalini,
a daily commuter in Bengaluru.

Radha from Tumakuru adds:
“My daughters go to college every
day happily — free travel gives
them freedom.”

This scheme has broadened mo-
bility for women, aiding employ-
ment, education, and access to
services.

manifesto promises
during campaigning —
and fulfilling them was
seen as honoring the trust
placed by voters.

4. Economic Multiplier
Effect

Officials have argued that
increased consumption
through direct transfers
leads to broader economic
activity, including higher
GST collections, which
the CM highlighted in
policy speeches.

Real Lives, Real Impact

Across Karnataka — from
city streets to rural villag-
es — the five guarantees
have touched millions of
lives. Women like Savitha
and Shalini, youth like
Arjun, and families across
the state vividly express
how even small, regular
support has transformed
daily life and aspirations.
These schemes show how
a state government can
reorient public spending
toward direct welfare with
measurable reach, even as
fiscal challenges persist
and debates continue over
sustainability and equity.

Yuva Nidhi

Unemployment Support for
Youth. Unemployed graduates get
%3,000 per month and diploma
holders 1,500 per month for up
to 2 years or until employment.
Approximately 2.55-2.9 lakh
youth have enrolled under Yuva
Nidhi. About X623 crore has been
spent so far.

Voices from the ground

Arjun, an engineering graduate
from Belagavi: “The allowance
helped me prepare for exams
without worrying about food or
rent.”

Meera, a diploma holder in
Hubballi: “It’s not a handout —
it’s a lifeline for us until we find
jobs.”

Impact

This scheme cushions the vulner-
able transition phase for youth
entering the workforce.

Overall Spending & Scale
Since coming to power, the
government has allocated tens of
thousands of crores to implement
these guarantees. Estimates
show that by mid-2025, around
97,813 crore had already
been disbursed across all five
schemes.

The government’s budgetary
estimates for the five years total
about %3 lakh crore — roughly
%60,000 crore per year, underscor-
ing the scale and fiscal commit-
ment to welfare.
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Women-Driven Autos Likely to Debut in Tourist City by April

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

Mysuru, the cultural capital of
Karnataka, may soon witness
a splash of pink on its roads
with the introduction of wom-
en-driven pink autorickshaws,
a move aimed at ensuring saf-
er and more comfortable trav-
el for women commuters.

Acting on a suggestion
made by a former mayor
during a recent pre-budget
consultation meeting con-
vened by Mysore City Corpo-
ration (MCC) Commissioner
Shaik Asif Tanveer, the civic
body has expressed keen in-
terest in launching the wom-
en-centric transport initiative.

The proposal, which will be
part of the forthcoming MCC
budget, seeks to empower
women drivers while address-
ing long-standing safety con-
cerns of women passengers
who largely depend on
male-driven autorickshaws in
the city. With Mysuru being a
major tourist destination at-
tracting both domestic and
international visitors, the ab-
sence of women-driven au-
torickshaws has often left
women travellers with limited
transport choices.

“We are still working out
the details of the scheme, in-

Pink Autorickshaws Set to Roll into Mysuru, Promising Safer Rides for Women

cluding the cost of each vehi-
cle, the number of beneficia-
ries, financial assistance and

other operational aspects.
However, we are confident
that these pink autorickshaws
will be introduced in Mysuru
soon,” MCC Commissioner
Shaik Asif Tanveer told City
Hilights.

Pink autorickshaws, already
operational in several cities
across the country, are expect-
ed to make their debut in My-
suru by April this year. The
primary objective of the
scheme is to enhance safety
for women commuters, espe-
cially during daytime travel,

while also promoting wom-
en’s employment and eco-
nomic independence.

The commissioner said the
initiative holds special signif-
icance for Mysuru due to its
tourist profile. “Many wom-
en tourists prefer exploring
the city in autorickshaws. In
the absence of women-driven
autos, they are often forced
to opt for other modes of
transport. Pink autorickshaws
will fill this gap and make
Mysuru more women-friend-
ly,” he said.

“MCC to Honour Honest Taxpayers: Faces
of Civic Responsibility to Shine Online”

Honest taxpayers are often
the silent pillars of gover-
nance. They pay their tax-
es—income tax, property
tax, water tax and a host of
civic levies—without re-
minders or complaints. Yet,
beyond a printed receipt or
an automated SMS, they
rarely receive the respect or
recognition they truly de-
serve. While the Income
Tax Department has
evolved systems to honour
top taxpayers at the national
level, similar acknowledg-
ment has been largely ab-
sent in local urban gover-
nance.

Ironically, tax collection
remains one of the biggest
challenges for both urban
and rural local bodies. In
every city, only a small sec-
tion of responsible citizens
make it a point to pay their
dues on time, before the
deadline. The majority,
however, either delay pay-
ments or completely ignore
them, allowing arrears to
pile up year after year.

Mysuru is no exception.
The city is grappling with
massive outstanding dues,
particularly under the drink-
ing water tax. According to
official estimates, unpaid
water tax alone has crossed
a staggering 3250 crore,
largely because many citi-
zens fail to clear their bills
on time. Repeated incen-
tives such as rebates, inter-
est waivers and extended
deadlines have done little to
change public behaviour.
The reluctance to pay out-
standing tax balances con-
tinues to choke the financial
health of the civic body.

In a refreshing and for-
ward-looking move, the
Mysore City Corporation
(MCC) has now decided to
turn the spotlight on hones-
ty. To ensure better recogni-
tion for prompt and respon-
sible taxpayers, the MCC
plans to upload photographs
of honest taxpayers on its
official website as a mark
of honour.

Sharing the idea with

City Hilights, MCC Com-
missioner Shaik Tanveer
Asif said that at the very
least, prompt taxpayers de-
serve public acknowledg-
ment. “This is one way of
honouring citizens who pay
their taxes on time,” he
said, adding that their con-
tribution directly fuels the
city’s development. Once
the MCC website is opened,
photographs of these honest
taxpayers will pop up, serv-
ing as a public thank-you
note from the civic body.
The idea, officials believe,
serves a dual purpose: ex-
pressing gratitude to re-
sponsible citizens and
nudging others to follow
their example. With the
MCC website currently un-
dergoing an upgrade, this
new feature will soon be
integrated. “It is our way of
showing respect to the hon-
est taxpayers of Mysuru,”
the Commissioner added—
because a city that cele-
brates honesty moves faster
on the road to development.

When Law Looked Away: The Wheelie
That Mocked Mysuru Policin

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

Two days ago, the Mysuru
Police—once a symbol of dis-
cipline and firm law enforce-
ment—found themselves at
the receiving end of public
ridicule after a shocking video
went viral.

The 25 to 30 seconds clip
showed two youths perform-
ing a dangerous wheelie on a
gearless two-wheeler on a
busy city road, casually pass-
ing right beside a police pa-
trol vehicle. What stunned
viewers even more was the
sight of two policemen on an-
other two-wheeler watching
the deadly stunt unfold, yet
choosing to do absolutely
nothing.

The video instantly turned
the men in khaki into a laugh-
ing stock, undoing decades of
reputation Mysuru policing
had carefully built. This was
the same city that had wit-
nessed the birth of the State’s
first Anti-Rowdy Squad in the
1990s, where antisocial ele-
ments and street thugs were
dealt with an iron hand. Sad-
ly, over the years, that firm-
ness appears to have given
way to political interference,
leaving policing to take a
back seat.

The viral clip painted a dis-
turbing picture—of a police
force resembling Mahatma
Gandhi’s three monkeys: one
that does not see wrongdoing,
another that does not hear vi-
olations, and the third that
does not speak or act. The
public outrage was swift and
unforgiving. Print and elec-
tronic media alike blasted the

department for its sheer apa-
thy and failure to enforce
even basic traffic rules in after
the sunset.

Stung by the criticism, the
Mysuru City Police finally
sprang into action. Acting on
the video footage, the riders
were identified and sum-
moned to the police station.
During preliminary inquiry, it
emerged that both violators
were minors. Their parents
were immediately called in

S

and booked for allowing their
underage children to use the
vehicle.

The case took a more seri-
ous turn when it was re-
vealed that the two-wheeler
used for the wheelie had al-
legedly been stolen from
Mandya and was being rid-
den in Mysuru with a fake
number plate. The police
have now registered a case
and initiated a detailed probe
in coordination with Mandya
police to trace who stole the
vehicle and who purchased
or possessed it.

While action has finally be-
gun, the incident has raised
uncomfortable questions:
would the police have acted at
all if not for the viral video?
For a force once feared and
respected, this wheelie epi-
sode has become a harsh re-
minder that public trust, once
lost, is not easy to reclaim.

No power supply today, tomorrow

MYSURU

The Chamundeshwari Elec-
tricity Supply Corporation
Limited (CESC) has taken
up maintenance works on
the 11 kV Duddageri feeder
under the jurisdiction of the
66/11 kV Megalapura pow-
er distribution center. As a
result, there will be inter-
mittent/occasional power
supply disruptions on Satur-
day, January 10, from 10:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the fol-
lowing areas.

Areas affected: Dud-
dageri, Keelanapura, Ra-
jashree Industries, P.G.
Hundi, Chatnahalli Palya,
Lakshmipura Madevi Colo-
ny, Yadakola, Kaduvekatti,
Kuppegala, Hosa Halli, Me-
galapura, S.R. Hundi, Ran-
ganathapura, Srinivasapura,
Jaguar, Cement Factory,
Shiva Shankar Pole Factory,
T. Narasipura Main Road,
and surrounding areas.

The public is requested to
cooperate, according to a
press release issued by the
Executive Engineer (Elec-
trical), CESC, Nazarbad
Mohalla Division.

On January 11 from 10
am to 5 pm, there will be no
power supply in the follow-
ing areas due to under-
ground cable installation
work on the 11 kV Vignesh-
wara feeder line emanating
from the 66/11 kV Vi-

jayanagar power distribu-
tion center under the V.V.
Mohalla Sub-Division.

Power supply will be af-
fected in Yadavagiri Indus-
trial Area, Manjunathapura,
Java Circle, Joy Ice Cream
Factory, and surrounding
areas. The public is request-
ed to cooperate, according
to a press release issued by
the Executive Engineer
(Electrical), V.V. Mohalla
Division.

BJP spokesperson urge MDA to relook into

MYSURU

BJP Mysore City Spokesper-
son K.R.Mohan Kumar urged
Mysuru Development Author-
ity (MDA) to revoke its deci-
sion of removing the names
of institutions which had
sought allotment of Civic
Amentities sites in the city.
Addressing a news confer-
ence here on Friday, he said
two years ago, the then chair-
man of Mysuru Urban Devel-
opment Authority had final-
ised the names of certain
charitable trusts and founda-
tion for the allotment of the
CA sites at the concessional
rates. After the change of the
government, the issue came
up before a meeting of the of-
ficials led by Deputy Com-
missioner and NDA Commis-
sioner and the heads of vari-
ous other departments. In that
meeting, the officials took a
decision to cancel all the al-
lotments of the CA sites to
around 30 trusts and non
charitable organizations on
the ground that it would cause
loss to the MDA's exchequer

and decided to call for the ap-
plication afresh. This can't be
justified because all those or-
ganisations are working for
the benefit of poor, special
children and others.

Mohan Kumar pointed out
that when MDA can allot 40-
50 sites to a person in 50:50
percent ratio that too by flout-
ing all rules, why these ser-
vice oriented organisations
had been made to suffer.
Firstly, the MDA has totally
failed to distribute the sites to
the needy people and second-
ly it has cancelled the allot-
ment to the charitable trusts.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
was aware of the activities of

rejection of CA sites applications

such trusts and organisations
and proper instructions must
be given to the MDA to re-
consider its decision on the
cancellation of the old appli-
cations.

The BJP spokesperson
opined that the incumbent
CM Siddaramaiah cannot
compare himself with D.De-
varaja Urs who is known as
the champion of Backward
Classes, just because he broke
the record of Urs of the lon-
gest serving CM of Karnata-
ka. While Urs served for the
record seven plus years with-
out any break, Siddaramaiah
has broken this record with
two breaks. Late Urs gave a
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number of schemes including
tiller being the owner of land,
the incumbent CM has not
given any of such programs.
The present CM has been
caught in the MUDA site al-
lotment scam whereas Urs
had maintained a clean image
till last date. The guarantees
being given by the incumbent
government has only made a
hole in the state treasury but
not helped in the growth of
the economy.

He also wanted the state
government to clear the
glitches in the servers due to
which the people were facing
problems in the registration of
properties across the State.

MP Yaduveer inaugurates three

MYSURU

A three-day “Traditional Oil
Expo,” organised by Sahaja
Samruddha and Desiri Natu-
rals at the Nanjaraj Bahadur
Chhatra in the city, was inau-
gurated in a unique manner by
Member of Parliament Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, who ceremonially
led a bullock-driven traditional
oil press (gana) around the
venue.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said that traditionally pro-
duced native oils extracted
using the gana method had
safeguarded the health of ear-
lier generations. To create
awareness among consumers
about their importance, he
urged the Central Food Tech-
nological Research Institute
(CFTRI) to study the nutrition-
al components of gana oils and
disseminate information on
their benefits to the public. “In
today’s lifestyle, food is avail-
able to everyone, but nutritious
food is not. In the race to
achieve economic growth, we
are losing our health. We must
reclaim good health by return-
ing to traditional foods. The
use of gana oil should be the
first step in this direction,” he
added. Presiding over the
event, Sri Manteswamy Math
and Sri Kappadi Kshetra pon-
tiff Srikantha Siddalinga Raje
Aras said, “Gana oils comple-
ment local food culture. Their
use improves farmers’ liveli-
hoods and creates employment

day traditional oil expo in Mysuru

for local people. The efforts of
Desiri Naturals in producing
quality gana oils and making
them available to consumers
are commendable.”

CFTRI Director Dr. Gi-
ridhar Parvatam, while re-
leasing oil bottles developed
by Desiri Naturals featuring
QR codes that provide details
about the quality and specifi-
cations of the oil, said, in re-
cent times, the demand for
traditional gana oils has been
increasing. However, only
about 45 per cent of the
country’s edible oil require-
ment is produced domestical-
ly. As much as 16.5 million
tonnes of edible oil is import-
ed from abroad. Farmer col-
lectives and women’s self-
help groups can seize this
opportunity to produce oils
locally and earn profits.

Dr. Khader Vali delivered a
special lecture on “Food and
Health.” Precision medicine
scientist Dr. Mamatha Shekhar
spoke as the chief guest.

At the three-day Tradi-
tional Oil Expo, exhibitions
and information on 50
varieties of oils that were
traditionally in use were
showcased. Live demon-
strations of bullock-driven
oil extraction were held. A
special demonstration of
boiling castor seeds and
extracting castor oil on the
spot drew considerable
attention. CFTRI scientists
also demonstrated meth-
ods to detect adulterated
oils. Doctors from JSS
Ayurveda College offered
free consultations. A total
of 52 stalls featured the
sale of organic products,
value-added items, seeds,
fruit saplings and natural

cosmetics.

Rotarian D. Ravishankar of
Rotary Club Mysuru, Sahaja
Samruddha Director G. Krish-
na Prasad, Desiri Naturals’ N.
Yogish, H.R. Naveen Kumar,
M. Mahesh and K.S. Manju
were present.

Training for
IAS and KAS
Examinations

MYSURU

The Competitive Examina-
tion Training Centre of the
Karnataka State Open Uni-
versity has decided to con-
duct a 50-day training pro-
gramme at its Mysuru head
office for candidates prepar-
ing for the IAS examinations
conducted by the Union Pub-
lic Service Commission and
the KAS and other competi-
tive examinations conducted
by the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission.

Interested candidates may
register their names by Janu-
ary 17, between 10:00 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., by contacting
0821-2515944, according to a
press release issued by Prof.
Naveen Kumar S.K., Regis-
trar, Karnataka State Open
University.
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Karnataka Janapada
Academy offers
fellowship grants

CHITRADURGA
Karnataka Janapada
Academy has invited ap-
plications for fellowship
study grants from gener-
al, Scheduled Caste, and
Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates. Interested scholars
can select a topic from
the academy’s website
and submit a five-page
synopsis by January 23,
2026, to the Registrar at

Minister urges focus on water, fodder, plots

Min urged immediate tube wells for water shortages, prompt DC funds, and free fodder and cattle vaccination support

BENGALURU RURAL

District In-charge Minister
KH Muniyappa on Friday in-
structed officials to take ur-
gent measures to ensure suffi-
cient drinking water for peo-
ple and fodder for livestock
ahead of the summer months
of February to May. He pre-
sided over the Karnataka De-
velopment Programme (KDP)
Quarterly Progress Review
Meeting at the Zilla Pancha-

yat Hall. The minister said
that if any area faces drinking
water shortages, tube wells
should be dug immediately,
electricity connected, and wa-
ter supplied within a week.
Funds from the DC account
can be released promptly to
address urgent water needs.
He added that the livestock
department and KMF will
provide free fodder kits to
farmers on irrigated lands and
ensure timely vaccination of

cattle. Muniyappa also dis-
cussed housing and land allo-
cation. More than 500 gov-
ernment plots have already
been prepared, and 1,000 sites
in Devanahalli will be allocat-
ed within 15 days. A total of
2,500 plots have been sanc-
tioned under the housing
scheme, with 500 earmarked
for each taluk. Village roads
damaged due to JIM work
must be repaired within 15
days. The minister stated that

the Indira Kit is in the tender
stage and will be distributed
along with ration rice by late
January or February. Farmers
pending registration for millet
under the support price
scheme will be addressed in a
sub-committee. He instructed
officials to submit a list of in-
dustries and workers in the
district.

He noted the district ranks
10th in paddy repair and
urged completion by the end

of 2026. Officers and tahsil-
dars were reminded to main-
tain polite public interactions
and meet residents twice a
week.

MLASs raised local issues:
Nelamangala MLA Srinivas
N highlighted lack of doctors
and ambulance services,
while Doddaballapur MLA
Dheeraj Muniraju noted de-
lays at the Pollution Control
Board office and pending
compensation for a youth who

died in a firecracker accident.
SP Chandrakanth assured ac-
tion on legal matters.

On the occasion, fish fry
were distributed to women
under the Matsya Sanjeevini
scheme. Officials present in-
cluded State Guarantee
Scheme Vice President Suraj
M Hegde, District Commis-
sioner A.B. Basavaraju, CEO
Dr. K.N. Anuradha, SP Chan-
drakanth, and other dis-
trict-level representatives.

Kannada Bhavan, Banga-
lore. Fifteen fellowships
are available: one for gen-
eral, five for Scheduled
Caste, and nine for
Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates. Selected appli-
cants will be called for an
interview, and successful
candidates will undertake
the fellowship research.
Application forms, topics,
and instructions are avail-
able online. The academy
encourages scholars to
conduct fieldwork and
prepare study projects
based on these approved
titles.

Sringeri Peeth opens
postgraduate studies
applications

CHITRADURGA
Shri Jagadguru Shankara-
charya Maha Sansthanam
of Sringeri Sharada Peeth

has invited applications
for the “Diploma in Man-
agement and Research
Program” for the 2026-28
academic year. This pro-
gram is specially for chil-
dren of serving and retired
armed forces personnel.
The course offers full tui-
tion support under certain
conditions. Interested can-
didates are encouraged to
apply promptly to secure
admission. For more de-
tails, applicants can con-
tact 9218084965 or
9218084966. Dr. C.A. Hire-
math, Deputy Director of
Sainik Welfare and Reha-
bilitation Department,
Shivamogga, confirmed
the announcementina

Weavers’ textile
market complex
construction begins

BENGALURU
RURAL

structured platform for
displaying and selling
sarees woven by local
artisans. He added that
this initiative will
strengthen the financial
position of weavers,
helping them gain rec-
ognition and stable in-
come through direct
sales. Officials and dig-
nitaries present at the
ceremony included
District Guarantee
Scheme Implementa-
tion Committee Chair-
man B. Rajanna, Mu-
nicipal Council Presi-
dent Sumitra K.
Anand, Doddaballapur
Planning Authority
President Chunche-
gowda, Deputy Direc-
tor of the District Tex-
tile and Handloom
Department Suresh
Kumar S., as well as
handloom traders,
weavers, and local res-
idents. Muniyappa said
the market complex
reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to
supporting traditional
industries and improv-

Construction of a new
Weavers’ Textile Mar-
ket Complex in Dodda-
ballapur city has be-
gun, aiming to support
local weavers and
boost textile trade, said
Minister K.H. Muni-
yappa. He performed
the ground-breaking
ceremony for the proj-
ect on Friday. The
two-storey complex
will feature 30 shops
and is being built at a
cost of Rs 2.70 crores,
funded through gov-
ernment grants and the
MLA Local Area De-
velopment Fund. The
first phase includes 15
shops at a cost of Rs 1
crore. Muniyappa said
the market will allow
local saree weavers to
sell their products di-
rectly, reducing depen-
dence on middlemen
and providing fair prof-
its. The project is also
expected to encourage
silk growers in the re-

Akka Pade scheme
launched to protect women

BENGALURU
RURAL

community service. An
Akka Pade unit consist-
ing of four trained
women home guards
has been formed at the
district level.

The Minister said the
team will work as both
a safety unit and an
awareness group in so-
ciety. Akka Pade aims
to create confidence
among women and chil-
dren and ensure they
receive timely help
during emergencies. He
added that legal aware-
ness, education, and
protection are key pil-
lars of the initiative.

The scheme will help
prevent violence, abuse,
neglect, and exploita-
tion of women and chil-
dren. It will also spread
awareness about rights,
laws, safety measures,
and available support
systems.

Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs
Minister and Bengaluru
District In-charge Min-
ister K.H. Muniyappa
launched the dis-
trict-level Akka Pade
scheme to strengthen
safety and support sys-
tems for women and
children. The pro-
gramme was inaugurat-
ed at the District Ad-
ministration Building in
Devanahalli. Speaking
on the occasion, the
Minister said the main
objective of Akka Pade
is to provide immediate
protection and assis-
tance to women and
children who are vul-
nerable or in distress.
He said the scheme fo-
cuses on compassion,
quick response, and

Govt of Karnataka
(Public Works, Department)
Office of the Executive Engineer, PW.D, Sedam Division, Sedam
CORRIGENDUM NOTIFICATION

Sub:-Change Eligibility of contractors Tenders called in e-Procurement for the works under
CMIDP & 3054 SH & MDR Maintenance for the year 2025-26 In SedamTaluka
Ref : 1) This office tender notification No.2516 Dated : 30-12-2025

With reference to the above subject, The tender called for the works Under CMIDP & 3054
SH & MDR Maintenance for the year 2025-26 in Sedam Division work are Subjected to
Change Eligibility of contractors Class-IV and above. Instead of class 1%t and above as
maintained in the original Tender Notification No 2516 Dated: 30-12-2025.
Tender condition in the original notification remains same and the information may be got
from the website of e-procurement portal of Government of Karnataka (https//
www.eproc.Karnataka.gov.in)

Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/Kalaburagi/953/2025-26/Deshpande Publicity PWD Divison, Sedam

KARNATAKA URBAN WATER SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD
KALABURAGI ZONE, KALABURAGI
Office of the Chief Engineer KUWS & D Board, Kalaburagi Zone, Kalaburagi

 NAME CHANGE

I, KEVAL CHAND CHHAJER
S/o Mohanlal Chhajer
Resident of N0.363, 18th F

Main 6th Block Koramangala
Bengaluru-560095, have TO place d
changed my name to i
KEWAL CHAND CHHAJER ClaSS|f|Ed ad
Vide Affidavit Dated: Contact-

09.01.2026 before notary
K.V.BACHI REDDY

Bengaluru. 080-4]209042
 NAME CHANGE _Jif NAME CHANGE

No. KWB/CE(K)/TEC/Shahabad NGR/2025-26/1322 Date : 08-01-2026
NOTICE INVITING TENDER - (3" Call)

1) Detail of Work: Construction of 5.00 Lakhs Litres Capacity RCC Overhead tank (Shaft
Type) on 15mtrs staging to cover areas at old Shahabad from ward No.01 to 04 and Ramgad
Ashraya colony in Shahabad town and Construction of 2.50 Lakhs Litres Capacity RCC
Overhead tank (Shaft Type) on15 mtrs staging to cover areas of ward No.25,26 and 27 in
Shahabad town under Nagarothan (Phase-4) (Lumpsum-No Variation) (Work Indent No :
KUWSDB/2025-26/WS/ WORK_INDENT473), 2) Amount put to tender : Rs.167.18 Lakhs
(Excluding GST) 3) Eligibility of Contractor : Eligible Contractors, 4) Details of Tender
application amount and EMD amount : Rs.2,51,000/-, 5) Period of Completion : 09 (Nine)
Months, 6) Date and Time for commencement of downloading of tender documents from the
eprocurement portal 09-01-2026 after 13:00 hours, 7) Date & Time of Pre-Bid Meeting:
17.01.2026 at 11:30 hours, 8) Last Date and Time for receipt of Tenders : 27-01-2026 upto
17:30 hours 9) Date and Time for Opening of Tender : 29-01-2026 after 11:00 hours,
10) Addl. information : Office of the Chief Engineer KUWS & D Board, Kalaburagi
Zone,”Jalbhavan”, Rajapur, Kusnoor Road, Telephone : 08472-220817 E-mail ID :
kwbceklb14@gmail.com 11) Address of E-portal : www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Engineer,
KUWS & D Board, Kalaburagi Zone,

DIPR/Kalaburagi/948/Deshpande Publicity/2025-26 Kalaburagi

SNOTLS TVOIFEOODN JVTON®
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Email : ka.nelmangala.cmc@gmail.com, web-www.nelamangalacity.mrc.gov.in

083 /20083 (2) AI0TT /68/2025-26 ©m00% : 09.01.2026

B0RT" TR (T JPCWFST NV TNI)

press release, emphasizing gion. Doddaballapur  ing the livelihood of (Tporw mﬁ.@é&ow KW 1&2 B &KG duogsngod @us & Qﬁ@daﬁmﬂﬁ)

that this opportunity aims
to support education for
soldier families.

MLA Dheeraj Munira-
ju emphasized that the
market will create a

artisans. The project is
expected to be com-
pleted in stages.

Bengaluru North
MCreviews state
grant projects
BENGALURU

Bengaluru North Munici-

I, GURUVENKATESHA
MARASANDRA NARASIMHAIAH
(old name), a resident of NO 1460,
NANJUNDAIAH LAYOUT, NEAR
CANARA BANK, BEGUR ROAD,
BEGUR POST, BENGALURU -
560068, KARNATAKA, INDIA, have
changed my name to
MARASANDRA NARASIMHAIAH

pal Corporation held a
progress review meeting
to assess works sanctioned
under State Government
grants. The meeting was
chaired by Commissioner
Shri Pommala Sunil Ku-
mar and focused on proj-
ects funded through the
Chief Minister’s Discre-
tionary Fund, the Special
Infrastructure Capital Sup-
port Scheme, and a Rs.
694 crore grant within the
corporation limits.

Officials discussed the
progress of road cutting
and asphalting works
submitted through the
M.A.R.C.S. software.
The Commissioner in-
structed that all pend-
ing road projects be
reviewed by assembly
constituency and com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated timeline. He also
asked for a detailed list
of road block tapping
works to ensure pend-
ing tasks are finished
quickly. Strict action
was directed against
unauthorized advertise-
ments, including flexes,
banners, and buntings.
Ward and solid waste
engineers were told to
coordinate with mar-
shals and immediately
file FIRs against of-
fenders, along with re-
covering fines. Similar-
ly, the tender for pro-
viding towing vehicles
to remove prohibited
vehicles and maintain
roadside parking
should be finalised
quickly.

GURUVENKATESH (NEW Name)
vide affidavit dated 15-01-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

| NAME CHANGE

I, MOHOMED GOUSE,
S/o MOHAMMED ANIFA
SAB, resident of No .169,
Idga Road, Fort Houses,

Varthur, Bangalore
-560087, have changed my
name to MOHAMMED

GHOUSE, vide affidavit
dated: 08.01.2026, before
Notary A.M. RAJASEKAR,

Bengaluru

I, ATEEK AHMED, S/o. P.
Abdul Jabbar, resident of. NO
97/2, First Floor, Telegraph
Street, Arokiyamma Layout,
Venkateshpuram, Banglore
-560045, have changed
my name to C.J. ATHEEQ
AHAMED, vide affidavit
dated: 08.01.2026, before
Notary CHANDRASHEKAR.M,
Bengaluru.

I, ABIDUNNISSA .M, W/o.
S.AK. Mukthiyar Ahmed,
resident of. NO 6, 12th
A Cross, Sonappa Block,
Pillanna Garden 3rd Stage,
A C Post Bangalore -560045
have changed my name to
ABIDUNNISSA, vide affidavit
dated: 08.01.2026, before
Notary CHANDRASHEKAR.M,
Bengaluru.

TPT03NET INTAY FOBON® BONYHRT MFIOTT BY A[O0T SOTONY JINTHE
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OB N, IYTD 3eF0od HIP0T [08) FTOINT HITVOT  [NOTHT FT L|WINRYMON
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I, SANJUD FERNANDES (old
name), aresident of No 1783, KE
B Colony, Taluka, Hon Navar
Roshana Mohalla, Kasargod,
Hon Navar, UTTARA KANNADA,
KARNATAKA - 581342 INDIA,
have changed my name to
SANJUDE PASCOL
FERNANDES (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 09-01-2026, sworn
advocate and notary Mohammed
Hussain K.

I, LAVINA (old name), a resident
of No 1783, K E B Colony,
Taluka, Hon Navar Roshana
Mohalla, Kasargod, Hon Navar,
UTTARA KANNADA,
KARNATAKA - 581342 INDIA,
have changed my name to
LAVEENA SANJUDE
FERNANDES (NEW Name) vide
affidavit dated 09-01-2026,
sworn advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.
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Government of Karnataka
BENGALURU URBAN ZILLA PANCHAYAT
lo Executive Engineer, Rural Drinking Water & Sanitation Division,
First Floor, Zilla Panchayat Building, S. Kariyappa Road,

Banashankari (Near Banashankari Temple) Bengaluru-560070.

No.EE/RDW&SD/BNG(U)/TND/14/2025-26 Date: 08.01.2026
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Tender Notice

Tenders are invited through Karnataka Public procurement portal
for the works approved Under SBM Head of grants for the year
2025-26 Under Two Cover System. The Tender Documents can be
obtained and submitted on or before 17.01.2026 up to 4.00 pm.
For further details contact the above address during office hours
or visit https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Rural Drinking Water & Sanitation Division,
Bengaluru Urban Dist, Bengaluru

DIPR/CP/Shirdi Sai/4953/2025-26

phone call. (3) Last Date for receiving pre-bid queries Date
17.01.2026 Before 3.00 PM (4) Last Date for submission of
proposals in e-portal 19.01.2026 upto 16:00Hr (5) Opening of
Technical Bids in the e-portal 21.01.2026 @ 16.00 Hr
(6) Opening of Financial Bids of Technically qualified Bidders
22.01.2026 @ 11.00 Hr If Possible

DIPR/DVG/KSMCA/ /- maﬁnwramrss DRTONLD,

640/2025-26 B TORORT, TORLNRS

BT JOWRORTE, RS - oot osd wom Y
Urtsdd OF, RACRTES SeoTR ST, TS B ¢ SRg e, V3RYY se3
Qded Hosk: 08192-261485, 261825, 260016, 262203, 1800-425-2203
EmaillD:ceo-zp-kada@nic.in Website:www.zpdavangere.kar.nic.in 1 DMA/2025-26/0W/WORK_INDENT53081 34.00 933
xowdzzﬁﬁom:@zpo)wmoﬂm.é%ocsv/43982/2025 8T00%:09.01.2026 2 DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK INDENT53149 10.00 333
-
égoace Bsw% 3 DMA/2025-26/0W/WORK INDENT53907 10.00 333
DTITYOR  ToKEONO TRV YOTRLT sT9BO  ABpewFoNad
00Ny Hess TRoH 03 TREAY ©=OR IPIR HOBRR® 4 DMA/2025-26/0W/WORK INDENT52977 20.00 Cat-2A
HOB oD, TEONLD B.&.2. FpeWF S VT LOBT W), STHITTINT 5 30.00
(ﬁo@mf To. RDPR/2025-26/SE2879/CALL-4 DATE:Q09.651.2026) DMA/2025-26/OW/WORK INDENT53012 Cat-1
TOINE BWOBT Y GFN=oRL0 QEATIL B3 PN Hewo Teyonog 6 3 20.00 :
R GRS, Sk m%)&a@mh S0k SIS T DMA/2025-26/BD/WORK INDENT53268 Schedule Tribes
B055,08192-262203 ©@w  HEoH3 SRRTOTO 88848 04177 7 15.00
& xémrmmmﬁmgd. DMA/2025-26/EL/WORK INDENT53634 Schedule Cast
Particulars:- (1) Start date for Uploading the Tender document . -
in e-portal 09.01.2026 from 10.00 am Onwards (2) Pre-Bid ﬂ;&)/ Rbo/~ o/~ Ao/~ @
Meeting Date, Time & Place 13.01.2026 at 16.00 Hr through f e o 2 &Eon o e . TIgEe ?’{:f’“’“d w
Direct meet in ZP Officein office working hours or through msﬂ e-"‘%i“’ 35656 ngﬁﬁsd’ mas TRONTNS @%ﬁ& w mm?p’
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SR, somone.
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Govt. of Karnataka
Office of the Deputy Conservator
of Forests Cauvery Wildlife
Division, Kollegal

E-Mail: dcfcauverywl@gmail.com Office: 08224-253027

No. A2/BUD/Tender/CR-20/2025- 26 Dated: 08.01.2026

During the year 2025-26 tender has been called through
kppp Portal to taken up the rail’s transportation and
Construction of Railway Barricade in Halagur, Sangama
and Muggur Wildlife Range of Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary.
Interested registered contractors can participate in the
tender through kppp Portal (http://kppp.karnataka. gov.
in). for further details can contact the under signed office
in the office hours.

Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Cauvery Wildlife Division
Kollegal

NO: DIPR: CHANAGAR; 623: 2025-26

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKET COMMITTEE, SEDAM — 585 222
E-mail : apmcsedami123@gmail.com Office Ph : 08441-276030

No.AMD/APMC/SDM/DEV/ 547 | 2025-26 Date: 09-01-2026

:: BRIEF E-TENDER NOTIFICATION ::

APMC, Sedam hereby invites Tender for the following Development works Sanctioned
under 2025-26 Annual Action Plan, from eligible e-portal registered PWD contractors in two
cover system as per Karnataka Transparency Act 2000 through e-procurement portal. The
contractors have to submit all tender related documents, itemized rates etc. by uploading
through http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in website in standard documents KW-3. (With latest
amendments)

1) Publication of Tender Notification: 12-01-2026 to 30-01-2026 up to 4.00 PM, 2) Pre-Bid
& Tender Query Meeting: 19-01-2026 at 4.00 PM, 3) Last date submission of Tender:
30-01-2026 at 4.00 PM, 4) Opening of Technical Bid: 02-02-2026 at 11.00 PM
(On Or Before), 5) Opening of Financial Bid: 18-02-2026 at 4.00 PM (On Or Before),
6) Place of opening of E-Tender bid: APMC, Sedam.
1) Name of work : Construction of CC road and Drainage from plot no 01 to 03 and 59, 132
adjacent to the road and plot no 59 to 6(E) in the main market yard sedam, 2) Approximate
value of work (Rs.) : Rs. 64,44,405.00, 3) EMD Amount (in Rs.2%): Rs.1,28,888.00,
4) Period of completion : 165 Days (Excluding monsoon), 5) Tender Fee : As per Kppp portal
Any other information required can be obtained from the office of the Secretary,
Agricultural Produce Market Committee, Sedam-585222 during working days and hours or
through website http:// http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Secretary,
A.P.M.C, Sedam.
DIPR/Kalaburagi/956/KSMC&A/2025-26

Sd/- Administrator,
A.P.M.C, Sedam.
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Punjab government to
provide better job
opportunities

Chandigarh
In a bid to provide better
job opportunities to the
people of the state, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann is pushing for
stronger and broader en-
gagement with developed
nations across the world,
including Japan, the USA,
Germany, the UK, the
UAE, Switzerland, France,
and Spain. The Punjab
government is extending
ared carpet welcome to
companies from these
countries to explore new
possibilities emerging in
the state. The Punjab gov-
ernment has identified
core pillars of collabora-
tion; higher education, tex-
tiles, engineering, automo-
tive components, mobility,
electronics, food process-
ing, and renewable energy.
The government has also
highlighted new invest-
ment focus areas.

12 earthquakes hit
Gujarat’s Rajkot
in24 hours

Rajkot
At least 12 tremors of mag-
nitude ranging from 2.6 to
3.8 jolted Gujarat’s Sau-
rashtra region between
Thursday night and Friday
afternoon, triggering panic
among residents of three
talukas in Rajkot district,
with many of them seek-
ing refuge in open fields as
a precautionary measure.
Rajkot Collector Om
Prakash, however, said 21
tremors have been record-
ed in Upleta, Dhoraji and
Jetpur talukas in the dis-
trict, with their magnitudes
ranging from 1.4 t0 3.8. No
loss of life or damage has
been reported so far, offi-
cials said.The first tremor,
which was of 3.3 magni-
tude, was recorded at 8.43
pm Thursday, with its epi-
centre near Upleta town,
an official said.

NHAI Launches Paid National Internship

Programme to Offer Hands-on Exposure

India launches a internship offering students paid, hands-on exposure across hishway projects

MUMBAI

The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI), in
collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Higher Education,
has announced the launch of
the “NHAI Internship Pro-
gramme’, a significant initia-
tive aimed at nurturing young
talent by providing real-world
exposure within India’s vast
national highway develop-
ment ecosystem. The pro-
gramme is positioned as a
gateway for aspiring profes-
sionals to understand the
complexities of infrastructure
development through direct
on-ground experience.

As part of this initiative,
NHALI has introduced a dedi-
cated Internship Portal that

will serve as an integrated
digital platform for managing
and offering internship oppor-
tunities across more than 150
major National Highway proj-
ects spread throughout the
country.

Each project will host up to
four interns, creating opportu-
nities for nearly 600 students
in the initial phase. These in-
terns will be selected from
premier institutions, including
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs), National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NITs),
and institutes affiliated with
the All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE), according to the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways.

The Internship Portal offers

flexible programme durations
of one month, two months,
and six months, catering to
diverse academic calendars
and industry requirements. All
selected interns will receive a
stipend of Rs 20,000 per

month, intended to support
learning, mobility, and profes-
sional development during the
internship period. Officials
said the financial support is
designed to ensure inclusivity
and encourage participation

from students across regions.

The programme aims to
provide deep insights into
how national highways are
planned, engineered, execut-
ed, and managed on the
ground. While civil engineer-
ing students will form the
core group of interns, the ini-
tiative also opens doors for
students from Information
Technology, Electronics, and
Electrical Engineering back-
grounds. These students will
gain exposure to advanced
and emerging areas such as
Advanced Traffic Manage-
ment Systems and Electronic
Toll Collection, reflecting the
growing role of technology in
highway operations. The re-
sponse to the initiative has
been encouraging.

Court Orders Framing of Charges
Against Lalu Prasad Yadav

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday or-
dered the framing of charges
against Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJID) chief Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav and several members of
his family in connection with
the alleged land-for-job scam
linked to his tenure as Union
Railway Minister. The order
marks a significant de-
velopment in the
long-running Central
Bureau of Investiga- | &
tion (CBI) probe into |
alleged corruption in |
railway recruitments. |
Advocate Azaz
Ahmed informed the court
that the CBI court has found
sufficient grounds to frame
charges against Lalu Prasad
Yadav, his daughter Misa
Bharti, and his sons Tejashwi
Yadav and Tej Pratap Yadav,
along with family member
Hema Yadav. The accused
have been charged under Sec-

A Delhi court ordered
charges against Lalu
Prasad Yadav and
family in the alleged
railway land-for-job
scam

tions 420 (cheating), 120B
(criminal conspiracy), and 13
of the Indian Penal Code. For-
mal charges are
scheduled to be
framed on January
29.

Special Judge
Vishal Gogne, while
orally pronouncing
the substantive por-
tion of the order, observed
that Lalu Prasad Yadav al-
legedly used the Railway
Ministry as his personal fief-
dom to run a criminal enter-
prise. According to the court,
public employment in the rail-
ways was allegedly used as a
bargaining tool to acquire
land parcels in the name of

Yadav’s family members, in
alleged connivance with rail-
way officials and close aides.

The judge said that the
CBI’s final report pointed to
an overarching conspiracy
on the touchstone of grave
suspicion. Rejecting the
pleas for discharge filed by
the accused, the court
termed them unwarranted,
underlining that the former
railway minister and others
appeared to have operated as
a criminal enterprise to
usurp land.

The court also took note of
what it described as an abuse
of decision by certain railway
officials, stating that the
charge sheet clearly laid out
the core elements of criminal-
ity. While charges were
framed against 41 accused
persons in the case, the court
discharged 52 others, includ-
ing some railway officials and
alleged substitutes who did
not part with their land.

IMD predicts cold wave,
intense fog to persist
across north India

NEW DELHI

A severe spell of bone-chilling
cold and dense fog is set to dis-
rupt life across northern India
on January 09, while a
strengthening depression over
the Bay of Bengal is expected
to bring heavy rainfall to parts
of southern India. Authorities
have warned of major travel
disruptions across the Indo
Gangetic plains as visibility
drops sharply and temperatures
remain well below normal.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast
dense to very dense fog
during morning hours over
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
and Delhi. Similar conditions
are likely across Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, with
visibility expected to fall to
near zero in several areas.

Devendra Tripathi, founder
of Mausam Tak and a well
known weather vlogger, said
some easing of fog may be
seen by Friday afternoon in
eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bi-
har, though skies are unlikely
to clear completely.

The Sun will not be too

bright because of these cloud
layers... it will be a foggy
Sun, he said.

Temperatures are expected
to remain significantly below
seasonal averages. Skymet
reported that cities such as
Jaipur and Delhi have already
logged their lowest tempera-
tures of the month, with no
immediate relief forecast.
Cold wave conditions are
likely to persist in isolated
parts of Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana.

Weather experts said Mad-
hya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh have broken all time
January low temperature re-
cords, with several locations
recording temperatures 6 to
10 degrees Celsius below nor-
mal. Gwalior registered its
lowest ever January maxi-
mum temperature at 10.4 de-
grees Celsius. In contrast,
southern India is preparing for
heavy rainfall as a deep de-
pression over the southwest
Bay of Bengal moves
west-northwest. The system is
expected to cross the Sri
Lankan coast by the evening
of January 09.

Delhi, Haryana Sikh bodies
tile complaints against Atishi

CHANDIGARH

The Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee and
the Haryana Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee have
filed complaints against for-
mer Delhi chief minister Ati-
shi over remarks allegedly
made against Sikh Guru Tegh
Bahadur, triggering a political
row and disruption in the Del-
hi Assembly. The matter has
now escalated to a forensic
examination of a controver-
sial video, while the BJP has
demanded strict action against
the Leader of Opposition. The
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee has
lodged a police complaint
against Atishi, while the
Haryana Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee has ap-
proached the Shiromani Akal
Takht in Amritsar seeking
action against her.

In a letter to the Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner, the DS-
GMC said that in 2025, pro-
grammes commemorating the
350th martyrdom anniversary
of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sa-
hib were organised across the
country with reverence and
enthusiasm. One such pro-

gramme was organised by the
Delhi government, followed
by a special discussion under
Rule 270 in the Delhi Assem-
bly on January 06, 2026.

The DSGMC alleged that
during this discussion, Atishi,
the Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly, made ob-
jectionable and condemnable
remarks about the ninth Sikh
Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Sahib, which caused wide-
spread anger in the Sikh com-
munity. The committee de-
manded that a case be regis-
tered against her. Delhi As-
sembly Speaker Vijender
Gupta ordered a forensic ex-
amination of a video purport-
edly showing Atishi insulting
Guru Tegh Bahadur. The BJP
alleged that Atishi made insen-
sitive remarks after a special
discussion linked to a pro-
gramme organised by the Del-
hi government to mark the
Guru’s 350th martyrdom anni-
versary in November last year.

Gupta said the video would
be sent for forensic analysis as
both the ruling BJP and oppo-
sition Aam Aadmi Party mem-
bers had demanded it. He di-
rected that the forensic report
be submitted within 15 days.

Rajkot gears up for two-day Vibrant
Gujarat Regional Conference

GANDHINAGAR

The second edition of Vibrant
Gujarat Regional Conference
(VGRC), is scheduled to be
held at the Marwadi Univer-
sity in Rajkot on January 11
and 12. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will inaugurate
the two-day conference, fo-
cusing on Kutch and Sau-
rashtra region, and the event
will also see participation of
many leading industrialists
from across the country.

Preparations for the Vi-
brant Gujarat Summit are
underway in full swing at the
Marwari University campus.
Naresh Jadeja, the venue co-
ordinator and chief registrar
of the University, told IANS,
Gujarat government is host-
ing the VGRC on January 11
and 12. Six domes have been
built by the government for
exhibition in 35 sectors,
spread over an area of 22,000
square metres.

A special dome has been

built for the events that
Prime Minister Modi will in-
augurate at the VGRC. Near-
ly 4,000 industrialists from
across Gujarat and the coun-
try are expected to take part.

Six to seven different
domes have also been raised
where stalls have been put
up, showcasing a wide array
of products.

Nearly three lakh visitors
are expected to arrive here.

Naresh Jadeja also said, An
inauguration dome with a
seating capacity of 4,000 in-
dustrialists is being given fi-
nal shape. Seminars on dif-
ferent subjects will be con-
ducted at the 51 seminar
halls.

As many as 800 students of
the university are working as
volunteer, coordinating on
registration, guidance, guest
arrival, etc. Around 22 inter-
national students from 52
countries will also participate
along with delegates, he also
added.
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Court issues
notice to police in
Turkman Gate
stone-pelting case
NEW DELHI

DELHI HIGH

\

The Tis Hazari Court on Fri-
day issued a notice to the
Delhi Police in connection
with the bail applications
filed by five accused in the
Faiz-e-Ilahi Mosque
stone-pelting case. The court
has fixed January 13 as the
next date of hearing in the
matter. The accused, Moham-
mad Arib, Kaif, Kashif, Ad-
nan, and Sameer have ap-
proached the Tis Hazari
Court seeking bail.

The court also issued a no-
tice to the jail superintendent,
directing him to submit the
medical records and CCTV
footage related to all five ac-
cused before the next hear-
ing. During the proceedings,
the defence counsel alleged
that the accused were assault-
ed inside the jail premises.
Advocate Atul Srivastava has
been appointed as the Special
Public Prosecutor (SPP) in
the Faiz-e-Ilahi Mosque
stone-pelting case and is rep-
resenting the Delhi Police in
the matter.

Earlier in the day, Delhi
Police arrested one more ac-
cused in connection with the
violence that erupted during
the demolition drive near the
Faiz-e-Ilahi Mosque in the
Turkman Gate area of the na-
tional capital.

With this latest arrest, the
total number of people appre-
hended in the case has risen
to 12.

According to Delhi Police,
the accused has been identi-
fied as Mohammad Imran,
also known as Raju, aged 36.

Delhi Police had stated that
around 30 individuals in-
volved in the violence had
been identified.

At least 8 people died after a private bus skidded off a mountain road

Eight Killed as Private Bus

SHIMLA

At least eight people were
killed and several others in-
jured after a private bus
plunged into a deep gorge in
the Sirmaur district of Him-
achal Pradesh on Friday, trig-
gering a major rescue opera-
tion in the hilly region. The
tragic accident occurred near
the Haripurdhar area, a re-
mote and mountainous stretch
known for its narrow roads
and sharp curves.

According to Sirmaur Su-
perintendent of Police Nish-
chint Singh Negi, the bus was
travelling from Kupvi to
Shimla when it veered off the
road and fell into a gorge.
Eight deaths have been report-
ed so far in the mishap, the SP
said, adding that several pas-
sengers sustained injuries of
varying severity. The exact
number of injured is yet to be
officially confirmed as rescue
operations are still underway.

Police officials said that the
accident took place on a
mountainous road, where vis-
ibility and road conditions can
be challenging, especially

CPRI BRIBERY BUST

Plunges into Gorge

during sudden weather chang-
es. Preliminary inputs suggest
that the bus lost control be-
fore plunging into the gorge,
though the exact cause of the
accident will be ascertained
after a detailed investigation.

Soon after the incident, lo-
cal residents rushed to the
spot and informed authorities.
Police teams, along with res-
cue personnel and ambulanc-
es, were immediately dis-
patched to the accident site.
Rescue workers faced consid-
erable difficulty in reaching
the victims due to the steep
terrain and depth of the gorge.
Ropes and other specialised
equipment were pressed into
service to retrieve the injured

and bodies from the ravine.

SP Nishchint Singh Negi
said he was personally heading
to the accident site to super-
vise rescue and relief opera-
tions. Police and rescue teams
have been rushed to the spot,
and efforts are being made to
ensure that the injured are
shifted to nearby hospitals at
the earliest, he said. Some of
the injured were reportedly
taken to local health centres,
while those critically wounded
were referred to hospitals in
larger towns.

Officials said that the dis-
trict administration has been
alerted, and additional medi-
cal staff have been kept on
standby.

CBI arrests CPRI Joint Director in 39.5L bribery case

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Friday ar-
rested Rajaram Mohanrao
Chennu, Joint Director of the
Central Power Research Insti-
tute (CPRI), Bengaluru, in
connection with an alleged
bribery case involving %9.5
lakh. The arrest followed a
trap laid by the agency after
registering a First Information
Report (FIR), officials said.
According to the CBI,
Chennu was caught red-hand-

ed while allegedly accepting
the bribe amount at Bengaluru
on January 9, 2026. An exec-
utive of a private firm was
also apprehended during the
operation. The bribe was al-
legedly paid in exchange for
issuing favourable test reports
for electrical equipment man-
ufactured by the Sudhir
Group of Companies.

During subsequent searches
conducted at Chennu’s resi-
dence and other premises, the
CBI recovered a massive haul
of unaccounted cash. Officials

said cash worth over %3.59
crore was seized, along with
foreign currency amounting
to more than ¥4 lakh. The re-
covered foreign currencies
reportedly included US dol-
lars, Hong Kong dollars, Sin-
gapore dollars, Indonesian

rupiah, Malaysian ringgit,
euros, Chinese yuan (Renmin-
bi), Swedish krona and UAE
dirham.

The CBI also arrested Atul
Khanna, a director of the Sud-
hir Group of Companies, for
his alleged role in the bribery
transaction. Investigators be-
lieve the accused company
sought favourable certifica-
tion and test reports from
CPRI, a premier national lab-
oratory under the Ministry of
Power, to benefit its business
operations.

In an official statement, a
CBI spokesperson said that
the total recovery so far, in-
cluding foreign currency,
stands at approximately %3.76
crore. The agency added that
searches were still ongoing
and further recoveries could
not be ruled out.

The case has raised serious
concerns over alleged corrup-
tion within key technical in-
stitutions responsible for cer-
tifying critical electrical
equipment used across the
country.
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Mampur Governor
recalls state’s
suffering

Imphal
Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla on Friday

said that while the
state’s history is replete
with glory, it also wit-
nessed immense suffer-
ing during the Burmese
occupation from 1819 to
1826, a dark period re-
membered as Chahi
Taret Khuntakpa. The
Governor led the obser-
vance of the 192nd death
anniversary of Maharaja
Gambhir Singh at the
Samadhi of the Maharaj
at Langthabal (Canchi-
pur) on Friday. Bhalla,
along with other digni-
taries, offered floral trib-
utes to the portrait of
Maharaja Gambhir Sin-

Naveen Patnaik Slams Odisha
Govt Over PUC Enforcement

Opposition leader Naveen Patnaik accused the Odisha government of chaotic
PUC enforcement, saying poor planning caused public hardship

BHUBANESWAR

Leader of the Opposition and
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik on Fri-
day launched a sharp attack
on the Odisha government,
accusing it of gross misman-
agement in implementing the
Pollution Under Control
(PUC) certificate enforcement
and creating widespread in-
convenience for the public.
Taking to social media plat-
form X, the former Chief
Minister alleged that the BJP-
led state government mishan-
dled the PUC certification
process through repeated pol-
icy reversals and a lack of
preparedness. Patnaik said the
government’s approach re-
flected gross mismanagement
and poor administrative fore-
sight, ultimately leading to
chaos across the state.
Patnaik specifically target-
ed the government’s sudden

announcement of the No
PUC, No Fuel rule, which
was initially scheduled to
come into force from January
1, 2026. According to him,
the abrupt decision triggered
massive queues at PUC test-
ing centres, as vehicle owners

rushed to comply with the
new requirement without suf-
ficient time or infrastructure
support. He claimed that citi-
zens were left confused and
distressed due to inadequate
arrangements on the ground.
The BJP government failed

to prepare adequately, with no
expansion of testing infra-
structure, no advance plan-
ning, and no awareness cam-
paigns on the required scale,
Patnaik said. He added that
the Transport Department did
not anticipate the surge in de-
mand for PUC certificates and
failed to ensure sufficient test-
ing facilities to handle the
volume of vehicles across ur-
ban and rural areas.

The BJD leader further al-
leged that mounting public
outrage forced the government
into a series of reversals. He
pointed out that the enforce-
ment deadline was first de-
ferred from January 1 to Feb-
ruary 1, then pushed further to
March 31. Most recently, the
government announced a blan-
ket relaxation, including a de-
cision not to impose fines until
April 1 and the suspension of
electronic detection of PUC
compliance at toll gates.

‘Officers responsible for
deteriorating law and order’

CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini said on Friday
that the state government has
adopted a strict stance on the
law and order and made it
clear that negligence in con-
trolling crime would not be
tolerated at any level. The
Chief Minister added that in
areas where crime is not
brought under effective con-
trol, accountability of the
officers concerned will be
fixed and, if required, strin-
gent action such as demotion
will also be taken against
them.

He told the media after the
pre-Budget consultation
meeting that he has said ear-
lier as well that the police is
a strong and capable force.
However, if crime or the il-
legal drug trade is increasing
in any area, the Superinten-
dents of Police and Station

House Officers concerned
will have to seriously intro-
spect. Holding periodic re-
view meetings, reaching the
root causes of problems, and
finding concrete solutions are
the responsibility of officers
concerned.

He said that when common
citizens, especially women,
complain about crime or ille-
gal activities in an area, it is
the duty of the police and the
administration to take imme-
diate and effective action.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated that maintaining law and
order is the state govern-
ment's top priority and no
laxity of any kind will be tol-
erated in this regard.

Chief Minister Saini di-
rected officers to intensify
the campaign against crime
and drugs so that people can
be provided a safe environ-
ment and good governance is
ensured in the state.
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#MANAPPURAM HOME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : U5923KL2010PLC039179
Regn Olllce 1V/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram House Valapad Thnssur Kerala 680567
p Office: Manappuram Home Finance Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315,
Kanakla Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra
Phone No.: 022- 66211000, Website: www. manappuramhomeﬁn com

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd., having our registered office at IV/470A

; (0ld) w/B38A (new), Manappuram House, Valapad, Thrissur, Kerala- '680567 and branches at various places

8h A 8Uard Of honOUr, : |nll:nd|a e referrﬁd tohas MAHOFII\# )|sbaf30mp?n3/ re%gl?tered(un;ierftheIg)umpanle(s‘l)Actf ;956 ang
a Financial Institution within the meaning of sub-clause (iv) of clause (m) of sub-section (1) of Section

8Un SalUte and the of the Securitization and Reconstruction of financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002

. (hereinafter referred so as the Act) read with Notification No. S.0. 3466 (E) dated 18" December, 2015

Sou ndlng of the Last (] (4 (4 o issued by the Govt. of India, Department of Financial Servuce/s Ministry of Finance, New Delhi, inter alia
carrying on business of advancing loans for construction and / or purchase of dwelling units and whereas

Post were accorded by a ml a al S e Cu 1 e leW ;he BR/{,E\UH%%(] CodBolqrower?VI;EHrggnthned ||21 GolumndNo d2 of thg belr?wsm?plgggleg chartdobtamed Ioar}
; ; I I » rom and whereas eing the secured creditor under the ct, and in exercise of
Contmgent Of the Mam' powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement)
Rﬂ Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned herein below,

pur Kirtes. fo repay n:?hamo?_m menti%nedtig the notcijces with furth(ferﬂi]merefest thereon within 60T?13¥'S frodrg_tt_he ?hate ?f

: : . : . . : notice, but the notices could not be served upon some of them for various reasons. That in addition thereto

SRINAGAR eradicated from the Union Terri-  said the government under Prime  of the armed forces, intelligence | |for tme purposes of iformation of the saic borrowers entmerated below. the said borrowers are being

: : informed by way of this public notice.
agencies, and local police. yrey 7P
Sr.|  Name Of The Borrower/ Description Of Secured Asset In Respect gg‘: [Date Of Notice Sent &

Shah urged all Security forces | No. | Co-Borrower/Lan/Branch 0f Which Interest Has Been Created Qutstanding Amount
1 | Chikkaveeraiah L H, |ltem No. 1: All That Piece And Parcel of The Property| 18-12- | 22-12-2025 &

Minister Narendra Modi was
committed to establishing lasting

tory. The review meeting was

Union Home Minister Amit  attended by Jammu and Kashmir

Op Devil Hunt

63/3 P1.D. No. 152900401901200056 Lakshmipura
Village And Grama Panchayath, Ramanagara Talluk
And District, Admeasuring East To West: 16.4592
Mtr And North To South: 3.9624 Mtr, Karnataka, Pin:
561201. East-ltem No. 1: Sompalu & House of
Chikkaveeraiah/ Item No. 2: Magadi Ramanagara Road,
West-Item No. 1: House of Mr. Venkataramanappa/
Item No. 2: House of Krishnappa, South-Item No. 1:

. Shah on Thursday chaired a  Lieutenant Governor Manoj peace in Jammu and Kashmir by  to remain vigilant and work in Shwetha R, No.63,P1.D.No.152900401901200131 Lakshmipura| 2025 | Rs.737723/-
falled to a"'est . . . . . .. . . . . Cheluvaraju L, Village And Grama Panchayath, Ramanagara Talluk
high-level security review meet-  Sinha, the Union Home Secre-  completely eliminating terrorism.  close coordination to safeguard /NHLOD920008226/ | And Disirict, Admeasuring East To West: 17.0688
. m . e . . s . . Vinayanagar Mtr And North To South: 10.2108 Mtr, ltem No. 2:
es(aped criminals ing on Jammu and Kashmir, in-  tary, the Director of the Intelli-  He asserted that the Centre’s firm  the progress achieved in recent Ramnagara Al That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 63/2

structing officials that operations
against terror infrastructure and
terror financing networks must
continue in mission mode. The
meeting focused on sustaining

gence Bureau, the Chief Secre-
tary and Director General of
Police of Jammu and Kashmir,
along with heads of Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)

and uncompromising approach
towards terrorism had signifi-
cantly weakened terror networks
operating in the region. The
Home Minister credited the im-

years. He stressed that seamless
cooperation among various agen-
cies was crucial to prevent any
resurgence of violence and to
ensure that development and nor-

New Delhi
Operation ‘Devil Hunt’in
Bangladesh has become
one of the most sweep-

Houe of Honnaiah/ Iltem No. 2: Govt. Honi, North-Item
No. 1: Sompalu & House of Krishnappa/ Item No. 2:

Sompalu & House of Badraiah

ing security crackdowns recent security gains and ensur-  and other senior officials. proved security situation to the  malcy continue uninterrupted in | |5 Tsrgamme &[Tt The Pece o Pace of 5 Aong Vit Stuctre | 19-12- [22-72.2025 €
in recent years, with ing that terrorism is completely During the deliberations, Shah  coordinated and dedicated efforts ~ the Union Territory. Sachina A5, Slanding There On Being Bearing Site Property| 2025 | Rs 499050
thousands arrested /MHLO0510621307/ | Total 250.84 Sq. Meter, Including 250.84 Sq. Meter

Shimoga House, Situated At Adrinalli Village, Sydarakallahalli
Vlllage Panchayath, Bhadravathi Taluk, Shivamogga
District, Karnataka, Pin: 577243. East-Vacant Site,
West-Vacant Site, South-Land, North-Road

All That Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing Katha | 19-12- | 22-12-2025 &
No.173/205AndE-KathaNo.152500301801520007,| 2025 | Rs.751516/-

Measuring East To West: 12.192 Meters And North
To South: 10.66800000000001 Meters, Situated
AtSingalekapura Village, Holavanahalli Hobli, Koratagere
Taluk, Tumkur District, Karnataka, Pin: 572129. East-Road,
West-Own Property, South-Road, North-House of Seenappa

across Dhaka and other
districts, yet failing to ad-
dress the crux of rising vi-
olence before the Febru-
ary 12 election, according
to reports. While authori-

MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED
F....Nm!ni FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : UB5923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: [V/470A (OLD) W/638A (NEW) Manappuram chse Valapad Thrissur, Kerala 680567 l\/lalleshalah E,
Corp Office: Manappuram Home Finance Limited, Third Floor, Unit No. 301 to 315, A Wing, ‘Kanakia Wall Street’, Andheri-Kurla Road, a M,
Andheri East, Mumbai-400093, Maharashtra. Phone No.: 022- 66211000 Website: www. manappuramhomefm com /NHL00930022550/

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property) Tumkur

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd (“MAHOFIN”) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest *[Act], 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 9 of the security
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Over 500 holy men take
part in Damru Rally

w

Rangashamaiah R,

GIR SOMNATH

interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers and co-borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and Interest 4 |Susheela Bai, All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing RDPR | 19-12- | 22-12-2025 &

tIeS Clalm the 0 eratlon |S thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the Raja Nayka, Katha N0.150900205000400202, As Per Gram| 2025 | Rs.267988/-
p public |r%g(e£1)er?| Ighat trée*ni:A s hhas tlakgenf ymbolic posses ‘b of the property Idescgbﬁd helr)?m below |n|ex%r0|sg of power% conferged Ion nln;]/her under /MHL00510030353/ Panchayat Record Property No. 200 Measuring In
i i section of the sai ct] read with rule 9 of the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property Shi Total 71.54 Sq. Meter Inbuilt Area Hi Propert
Vltal to rEStorlng laW and MOI'G than 500 Sadhus and sants from across Ehe and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Manappuram Home Finance Ltd as mentioned below for each of the respective properties: imoga S?tuaated At Saé‘araheaﬁ'Y"ML;'"apjﬁfergﬁsﬁanﬁ%i;{

. .. . K .
order ahead of national country parpclpated in a grand Damru Ra}lly in | e VameofSorower and Deston St et e B0t | e Kadry Tk And Chiamagalry Disrict, Kamitalc,
elections, ordinary citi- Gujarat's district Somnath on Friday, with the | |~ account number ranch il Oustaning Aot 95591 Road, North-Road

. . . 1 |Bhagya M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property No. 381/1, PI1.D. No. 152200416045001123, Situated | 13-10-2025 &| 07-01- 5 |Rukhmini S, PropertyNo.64/53,P1.D.No.152100101900300072, | 19-12- | 22-12-2025 &

zens and rights groups rhythmic beats of the sacred drums resonating Shivii Mahadeva, AtAyrahalliGrama, DevalapuraGramapanchayat, MysareBIock Hysore O)Karmataka-o7131.| Rs.258041/- | 2026 S perty v,ﬂage Kmbadiarmits Gramapaenast | 2025 | e 530130/
R . .« . . /MAQI]CDLOMSI]OI]DDEOI]GOM/ Measuring: East To West: 15.24 Meter & North To South: 9.144 Meter. East-Property of K.E. /MHL( % 13/ Krishnarajapete Taluk, Mandya District, Karnataka,
have VO|Ced deep con- throughout the I‘eglon, The partlclpatlng sants Myso Subramani, West-Road, South-Remaining Portion of Same Property, North-Property of Narayani i Circle |Pin: 571605 Total Measuring Site 57.69 Square
i . N ' 2 Haseena Banu, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There On Being Bearing| 13-10-2025 &| 07-01- Meters. East-Galli & Property of Chaluvaraju, West-Gall
cerns abOUt ContInUEd descrlbed the event as a Mlnl Kumbh Mela, re- Sameer Balg ??ﬁ/igoger%m. 483, E-Pré)gegy Ng. 1?12ﬁ08?|0130\?1 00045,VshlrveyPN0. 51, Mﬁag#rigg Totﬁl Rs.335061/- | 2026 gHou?e R‘f BtLCQallévaiah, South-Own Remaining

il : Tt aig, .48 Sq. Meter, Situated At Gowdarahalli Village, Veerapura Village Panchayath, Bhadravathi roperty, North-Roat
killings, unrecovered flecting the scale and spiritual fervour of the JMLAPO031 000104/ Taluk, Shivamogga District, Karnataka - 577301. East-Property of Amazad Khan, West- 3 [T AT TroPeceor Preaior ST Ao ST 1515 122133005 &
: : Shimoga Property of Ayesha Bhi, South-Panchayath Road, North-Survey Number Land ethravatni, at The Piece orParcel of Site Along With Structure | 19-12- | 22-12-

weapons, and escaped gathering. The rally was held ahead of Prime Kumar Chari, Standing There On Being Bearing Site/Property No. 14/1,| 2025 | Rs.506678/-
. J .. 9 .. 3 |Mahadevi Kolakar, Residential Property Bearing No. G.P. No. 120/1, Measuring: East To West: 17 Feet And|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- Shashikumar K A, |E-Property No. 152400502600120295, Measuring
convicts still at large. De- Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Somnath for Rajendra Kolakar, North To South: 40 Feet, Total Measuring: 680 Sg. Ft. [17X40=680), Situated At Gajapati| Rs.336340/- | 2026 /MLAP0051038441/ | Total 97.48 Sq. Meter, Situated At Abbalagere Village,
X . /MLAP0098038645/ Village, Badas K.H. Grama Panchayat, Tal: Dist: Belagavi, Karnataka - 591131, East-Property Shimoga Abbalagere Village Panchayath Shivamogga Taluk,
Sp|te the laUnch Of Oper— the S()mnath Swabhlman ParV. Even before the Belgaum of Chandravva Sadashiv Kolakar, West-Property of Sharavva Durgappa Kolakar, South- Shivamogga District, Karnataka, Pin: 577225, East-
. . . . .. 5 . Government Road., North-Property of Basappa t Pujer Remaining Share Property of st Party, West-Property
ation Devil HUnt, contin- Prime Minister’s arrlval, Somnath was envel- 4 |Netharavathi P All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing Hunasavadi Gramapanchayathi Property|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- ﬁf HshRgm gumara South-Property of Hs Ram Kumara,

Prasanna S, No. 77/88/1/111/58/2 And As Per Form No. 09&11 A Unique No. 152200201411241133| Rs.356753/- | 2026 orth-Roa

ued killings and law en- oped in an atmosphere of celebration, devotion,

Qmu{noso%degzwl ﬁllual?dkAt Ngga%asng’ﬂa Village, ghllﬂnd‘z] Grtar?gpaﬂcha);asl/hzl Fﬁntgodl;\ Hg?\}l Htl;]ﬂ,srurSTall;lﬁ 7 |Shruthi N, All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure [ 19-12- [22-12-2025 &
B : : Ivekananda Circle arnataka easurint ast lo Wes! 9+9 eters An or1 0 Sou iri i i il i -
forcement’s failure to ar- and excitement. Devotees and locals witnessed 1R 1d0N16r:5R/2 lgleters East- R%ad West-Gully And House Of Sannathammegowda, South- ,\G,fggi'\‘,;a'v',;pa, EE"SIE?OT‘,Z?@ ?,T,_3185”2(’4ggéﬁﬁgoggg/gg%%e‘{fﬂgi 2025 | Rs.332556/
i 1 1 0ad, North-Roa Honnamma, 86.86 Sq. Meter, Including 41.80 Sq Meter Building,
rest escaped criminals scenes that made it feel as though Mount Kailash F e Ty o 25T e e 5220020 70260055 Foryiagge ooy Ve Vo[ 13207 o701 et [Stmdobasal Vg  ocbrnahaiinge
nnajirao aval Grama Panchayathi Hunsur Talluk Mysore, Mysore-! ,Karnatakaal at Piece| Rs. - L , O 4
and recover looted. itself had descended upon the holy town. Gowra Bay And Parcel of Property Bearing Uddur Kaval Gramapanchayathi Khatha No. 301/323 And As Shimoga Karnataka, Pin: 677227 East-Property of Nagappa,
Nagendra Rao Per Form No. 11 B Unique No. 152200201702600584 Situated At Honnikuppe Kaval Village, West-Road, South-Survey Number Place, North
/MOSOLALONS000005004251/ Hunasuru Taluk, Within The Jurisdiction of Uddur Kaval Gramapanchayathi, Measuring East Property of Rajappa
Mysore To West 17.068 Meters And North To South: 12.192 Meters,. East-Road, West-Hunasuru- 8 |Obanayaka P ‘All That Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing Katha| 20-12- | 22-12-2025 &

Dharmapura Main Road, South-House Of Nataraju, North-Site Of Gownbayamma

Residential Property Bearing Swattin No:150400704100100589 At Gp No:35/2 Measuring | 13-10-2025 &| 07-01-
Total 63.58 Sq.mtrs |.e, Towards East To West 2.93 Mtrs,And Towards North To South: 21.70| Rs.409089/- | 2026
Mtrs. Situated At Nandgad, Within The Local Limits of Gram Panchayat Nandgad, And With In

The Local Jurisdiction of Sub Registrar K Hanapur Tal: Khanapur & Dist Belagavi Pin: 591120,
Karnataka. East-Property of Yallappa Hanmantappa Honnapur, West-Property of Hanmant
Gangappa Naik, South-Property Drainage, North-Road

Rajamma R, No.254 And E-Katha No.152500501100800263,| 2025
Lakshidevamma N, Measuring East To West: 10.0584 Meters And North

Papanna O, To South: 13. 716000000000001 Meters, Situated At
/NHL00930013956/ Yaragunte Village, I.d. Halli Hobli, Madhugiri Taluk,
Tumkur Tumkur District, Karnataka,Pin:572124. East-Road,
West-Galli, South»Road, North-Galli

All That Piece And Parcel of The Residential Property | 20-12- | 22-12-2025 &

Rs.517338/-

=)

Yallavva Basappa Naik,
Parshuram Basappa Naik,

adha Prashuram Naik,
/MHLI]I]QBOI]I]QE7Z/
Belgaum

Union Min Scindia reiterates
commitment to farmers

©

Laxman Rama

7 |Roopa D, All That Piece And Parcel Of Property Bearing No. 4238/A, L 55/A Situated At 2" Main, 5"|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- Bhagannavar, Bearing G.P No. 145/1 GPP No. 941 Plot No. 34| 2025 | Rs.814572/-
Adharsh S, Cross, Gandhi Nagara, Laskar Mohalla, Mysuru, Measuring East To West 55 Feet And North| Rs.434155/- | 2026 Ganga Laxman & Gpp No0.942 Plot No. 35, Rdpr PI1.D. No.
/’\/IMAQI]CDLONSIIOIJOUSOIJSSHS/ éo Sduulh: 10’\TeelthP'i_‘n 5700?2, gﬁm%}]aka. East-Conservancy, West-Road, South-House of Bhagannavar, 150400302000120082, Situated At Balekundri K.h
SHIVPURI betWeCIl RS 15 000 and RS 30 000 er ysore undramma, North-House of S. Shanthappa Choudavva Rama  |Village, Balekundri K.H Grama Panchayat, Belagavi
th d th > b t th >, pf 8 ﬁhlvakum&r '\éh . OJI Tdh’;\i‘t P%eoceBArr:d dP’a‘rcelkuf TSedF(’jrogerty Bﬁrﬂg P'l:'{op%r% '\\‘IO' 2|9» 884-120, Situatec%DA)t 1 3»1 4%3312?/& 027[32(15 - ?Nﬁ%gg;l%% 60/ Eg)rcnglgfgag&‘g'(s[gi ﬁgfsneé::l”'%%gﬂ-i% ggit'i\g?lt?:’rlsdi
mon n T Tren nin 1- agaraju aratl ard No. 10, Behind Nayaka’s Dodda Street, ain Road, Kollegala, Chamarajanagara (D). | Rs. - , M 09009 -
0 a creby strengthe g /MOSOLALONS000005002061/ Measuring: East To West: 9.00 Meter & North To South: 7.50 Meterpin 571440, Karnataka. Belgaum No. 35, West-Adjoining Rs No. 145/2, South-Road,

Union Minister for Communications  nancial inclusion at the grassroots lev- Mysore East-Road, West-Site No.87, South-Site No. 95, North-Site No. 93 North-Open Space

9 [Jagadeesh Kumar S, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing Property No. 314,Property I.d. No.|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- 10(Mahesh Shivappa | Residential Property Bearing SwattinNo. 150400303100300220 | 20-12- | 22-12-2025 &
and D6V610pment of North Eastern Re- el. Sindhuja G C, 150800301200101367, Situated At Sathegala Grama, Sathegala Gramapanchayat, Kollegala| Rs.470577/- | 2026 Mahar, Gp No: 25/B/1 Total Measuring 160.52 Sq Mtrs.,[ 2025 | Rs.516177/-
Sundramma S, Tauk, Chamarajanagara (D).Measuring: East To West: 6.858 Meter & North To South: Shlvappa Mahar, Situated AtShaganmattiTq: & Dist: BelagaviWithin The

giOH, Jyotiraditya Scindia, reiterated on On Friday, he inaugurated a mod- /MO9OLALONS000005002308/ 6.705 Meter.pin 571440 Karnataka. East-House of Jayaramegowda, West-Property of S. Anita Mahar, Limits of Gram Panchayat Mastmardi And Within The

: : : : Mysore Shivamallegowda, South-Main Road, North-Property of S. Shivamallegowda /NHL00980028015/ Jurisdiction of Sub- Registrar Belagavi Tq: & Dist. Belagavi,
Friday the importance of two memoran-  ernised sub-post office in Badarwas, v B By L Belgaum Karataka, Pin: 590003, East-Property of Chadragouda
. . . . e 10| Shivanand Basappa Sunkad, Residential 11B_ Property Bearing Vpc No.637, Property No.151700600400200939, | 13-10-2025 &| 07-01- i | | i
! A Patil, West-Road, South-Property of Manjula Nagesh
da of understandlng (MoUs) that had descnblng the historic facﬂlty located Renuka Shivanand Sunkad, Measuring East To West 10 Mtr And North To South 10 Mtr, Total Measuring 100 Sq Mtr And | Rs.470931/- | 2026 Mahar, North-Property of Mahadevi S Mahar
b 1 d 11 ith 1 1 fu]’l ,;;,i%‘,’,gguﬁ;,%ggy’a Kabbus Baneh bt o S A & Dist Hoati bin 581303 armatats. FactProarty of Snantaoia 11| shivaraj Goud A That Pioce And Parcel of The Residontal Property| 20-12- |22-122075 &
- anchayath,Tq: Savanur & Dist: Haveri Pin arnataka. East-Property of Shantavva ivaraj Goudar, at Piece And Parcel of The Residential Property | 20-12- [22-12-:
ee,n Slgl:le. ear fl‘er O!’l Jlanuary 7 wit 1 ?ear an aqc}llent temp e’ as y trar}s Hubli Easappa Sfu“kad, I\N?\/Isl-hGuvt. Eusad,kS%ulh-Property of Sangappa Fakkirappa Sunkad, North- gharédragouda Felarang (E.P.'t IEIJU.A?e?/l-\’\/lmeasurir:sg2 ZS(S)O a%:SMVUSH 2025 | Rs.790813/-
roperty of Nirmala Mahantesh Sunkat oudar, Including Buift Up Area Measuring 62. . . Wit
Union Minister of Agriculture and Rura ormed with contemporary amenities SO o Goudar, | ioding Bult Up Area Measuring G0 b, v

3 . . . 11| Shashikumar S, All That Piece And Parcel of The Site And House Property Bearing No.151600503700520026, | 13-10-2025 & | 07-01- - A - R hi
Development, ShlVraj Slngh Chouhan. to serve the pubhc. Shlvaramegowda S, Gram Panchayath Demand No. 27/34 In Survey No.70/1, Situated At Neralakere Village,| Rs.476414/- | 2026 éNr‘LDOs%UOZ%M/ gllluateeiAI(G[I;Iy?I‘r.BP?{]I_IIas%ﬁ,{FSg Béulhtoggr;al &rD'Stf
. . 3 . . . Sumithra D, Akkanahalli Gram Panchayath, Channarayapattana Taluk And Hassan District An Measuring: elgau Selagah N aG ag ?’ West-Pronert asf S t#])enty ?a
Addressing a public gathering in Badar- He noted that this development is /NHLO0S10016715/ East To West. 7.01 Meters And North To South: 1219 Meters, Tolally Measuring 85.45 Sulochana Goudar, West-Property of Sumangal
. + . : Hassan Square Meters And Constructed Plinth Area 85.45 Square Meters Pin: 573131, Karnataka. Geggann’\e‘xva{h Roud- pen space of Balu Hobleppa
was (Shivpuri), he reaffirmed the gov-  part of the postal modernisation cam- East.Own And Advaani Property, West Own Property And Pwd Foad. South-Own Property oudar, North-Roa
] - . - : : nd Property Belongs 1o sri. Lakshmanagowda, North-Own Property 12| Laxmi Pujeri, All That Piece And Parcel ufThe Residential Property | 20-12- | 22-12-2025 &
ernment's commitment to ensuring re paign launched in 2009, under which 12[C P Mahesha, Survey No. 11/7A, Property No. 106, Unique No. 151600302700400025, Cholenahalli Village, [ 13-10-2025 &[ 07-01- Dufagappa Basappa | Bearing Gp No. 185/A/1/1, Swatlin No. 150400303600220382 | 2025 | Rs.352409/-
Lakshmamma B, Rs.377639/- | 2026 Puijel Total Measunng 57.91 8q. Mtrs Situated At Mutanal.

al-time monitoring of fertilisers so that ShlanoorDuragappa Tal: Belagavi & Dist: Belagaw Karnataka, Pin: 591109

50 pOSt OfﬁCCS across the reglon have Honnavahalli Grama Panchayath, Araklﬁlagodug) Hassan(D) 573102, Govt School, Arkalgud,

INHLOCB10016815/ EO “OTnn%“"'nH?gssz nﬁamm? lly 139.35 S easuﬂng Eaitgogv ke 43 ’\F/’Ifterr]sf o Puier East-Property of Hanmant Harijan, West-Property

3 1 orth To Soutt eters, Totally quare Meters And Constructed Plinth Area - Ob 3 »

farmers receive transparent and timely  already been upgraded. NHLODS Moasuring 130,35 Sauiart Moters And Ta Entive eoner . East-Owa Propbrty. Wost Rona. /MLAPDOSBO30501/ | of Padma $ Pujer, South-Governmant Road, Norih.
South-Property Belongs To Sri. Sathya, North-Road Belgaum Property of Mallappa B Pujeri

supplies. Earlier in the day, he also dedicated

. . 13 |Pramila, Survey No. 19/2, Property No. 15, Unique No. 151600702500800076, Kotiganahosur (V),|13-10-2025 & 07-01- 13| Rupali Sanjay Dhere, | Gpm No. 559, Total Measuring 1334 SqFts., Gijavane, [ 20-12- 22-12-2025 &
He also emphaSISed the second MOU, new state-of-the-art sub-post offices in Shanmukha K S, Nagaranahalli Gramapanchayath, Holenarasipura (T), Hassan (D) Measuring: East To West: | Rs.397836/- | 2026 Sanjay Ramchandra | Tg/Gadhinglaj, Dist/ Kolhapur, Maharashtra, Pin:| 2025 | Rs.444338/-
. A ! . A /MHL00910037049/ 12.8016 Meters And North To South: 10.3632 Metérs, Totally Measuring 132.66 Sq.mtrs, Dhere, 416502. East-Property of Shri. Balaso Patil, West
which focuses on the economic empow- Kolaras and Jagatpura mn Shleurl dis- Hassan Plinth Area 132.66 Sq.mts, Near School, Hole Narsipur, PO. Nagarahalli, Hassan, Karnataka, /MLAP0098044715/ | Property of Shri. Jotiba Dhere, South-Road, North
Pin: 573211. East-Own Property, West-Road, South-Road, North-Own Property Belgaum Property of Shri. Sunil Kumbar

erment of rural women through training
provided by India Post Payments Bank.

trict. He emphasised that these upgrad- | |[7a[visnaiarsn 7. sagagen v

Ajitha ¥, Venkatosh G All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing Rdpr Khata No.152400404301020013, As|07-10-2025 & 07-01- 14| Shanur Kashappa
ed facilities will act as windows to the jitha V, Venkates|

Per Gram Panchayat Record Property No.56 Measuring Total 231.8840 Sq Meter Including| Rs.654348/- | 2026 Gudlar, Fakkiravva  [No. 20-505-

All That Piece And Parcel of G P No. 988/B, Swattin| 20-12- | 22-12-2025 &
86, Total Measuring: 25.8363243 Sq| 2025 | Rs.524750/-

/MHLnugwmszs\é/ gleas#nnt_% 1S1h1k11 Sq M_Iglle&}-kjudsesll:mperty Sltgalted {kt';l'aralztlgf(ma (53271%111 Iagalatg%nad(ira&n ghanur’&%udlar. gtrs.. ?cAudli{\r]g Built U;‘JNArr]ea _2rﬁ.8%-7034 S(fq.TMtrs
o it oty . : . . H anchayal ikaripura Taluk An ivamogga District, Karnataka ast-Pwdroa anjay Nagappa ituated At Khanapur, Within The Limits of Town
Under this Initiative, women will take WOI'ld, dellVel‘lng access1ble, tlmely, Shimoga West-Survey No Land, South-Survey No Land, North-Survey No Land Nayak Panchayat Khanapur, And Within The Jurisdiction

ayak,
NTE . : : : 0. 1. /NLAPO098045001/ of Sro Khanapur. Tal: Khanapur & Dist: Belagavi,
on the responsibility of opening ac- and reliable postal services equipped | |lisfeananmeys, e PO Pl Sie A i Srae, Sandng Thore BBy St 0102088 &l 9t 1| [ [Sesaom Kartaaia, i 55108 L3 Toe No. SSRI-T.
with world-class infrastructure.

counts n Vlllages enablmg them to earn Krishna Ra]u VR, Including 133.78 Sq. Meter House, Situated At Buklapura Village, B. Beeranahallil Village West-Road, South-Tpc No. 988/A, North-Road

’ Nirupama Panchayath, Shivamogga Taluk And District,Karnataka - 577227. East-Road, West-Property 15 [Kalmesh Basavaraj |Residential Gramthana Property Vpc No. 237,| 22-12- [ 23-12-2025 &
/MLAP0051005123/ Shimoga of Krishna Raju, South-Property of R Manjunatha, North-Property of Dhanaraju Saradar, Rukmini Property No.150400204700420275, Total Measuring| 2025 |Rs.1021159/-
16| Manjunatha A, AllThatPiece And Parcel of The Property No.304/5/1, P1.D. No. 152200419117020442, Situated | 13-10-2025 & | 07-01- Kalmesh Saradar, 1536.985q Mtr And Building Measuring 236.90Sq Mtr,
Annaiah Kunnamalegowda, AtKadakola Grama, Kadakola Gramapanchayat, Mysore Block, Mysore (D), Karnataka-571311| Rs.578100/- | 2026 Basavaraj Kallappa | Situated At Nichanaki Village, Tq: Kittur & Dist: Belagavi,
Prathibha H R, Mohankumar K P, [Measuring: East To West: 8.8392 Meter & North To South: 16.1544 Meter. East-Property Saradar, Prema Karnataka, Pin:591115. East-Property of Veerabhadra
of Rachamma & Kempamma, West-House of Kempamma., South-Property of Marigowda, Basavaraj Saradar, | Varagannavar, West-Property of Madavali Varagannavar,

L] L]
India Slams Pakistan Over el - e b ’ BRI,
aradar,

17 |Basavaraju R, All That Piece And Parcel of Property Bearing No. 1586/2 New No. M-11, Situated At 1st|13-10-2025 & 07-01- /NLAP0026025195/
Pavithra P, Cross, Soppinakeri, Mandi Mohalla, Mysuru, Measuring East To West 14 Feet And North| Rs.591167/- | 2026 Hubli
To South: 14 Feet, Karnataka - 570001. East-House of A. Krishnamurthy, West-House of

. ° L3 Chandramma B, ivali i
al m S O n u S lm e I'lt a e /MO90LALONS000005003752/ Mysore | E Soith-House of A. Krishnamurthy, North-Road 1 lthlgalmuap;;a Koti,

18 [ Anilkumar H M, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing Property No. 52/52, Property I.D. No.|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- Shamakkfkuﬁ

Sumathi H M 152100404700500140, Situated At Hanchahalli Grama, B. Hosur Gramapanchayat, Mandya| Rs.948080/- | 2026 Netra Koti !

=)

Residential Property Bearing Gp Plot No. 442, Property | 22-12- | 23-12-2025 &
No. 150100200700600275, Total Measuring 400Sq| 2025 | Rs.516795/-
Mtr And Building Measuring 200Sq Mtr, Situated At
Bennur PU. K. Village Within Bennur Gram Panchayat,

. . . . Sreekantha Taluk, Mandya (D), Karnataka - 571446. Measuring: East To West: 15.3924 Meter & North To i S i . iot i s
NEW DELHI or tell you what is the situation of mi- A — South: 13.411200000000001 Meter East-Galll And Property of HA. Nagaraju, West-Road, e oaeareddl, (T, & DIt Bag K kP T it ey
ities in that t d th Mysore South-Own Property And Road, North-Property of H.A. Srikantaiah Hobii Notatg Y b g
.. . norities 1n that country, and those peo- 19Tanir 8. = B B o e e A et huneaortt: 1 ones | e aoves/ | Zooe (| |[77[ranpa All That Part And Parcel of The Gram Panchayat| 22-12- | 23-12-2025 &
abeena Banu, anagodu Grama, Hanagodu Gramapanchayat, Hunsur Talul ysore s. - ) )
The Mlnlsuy of External Affairs (MEA) ple who make such comments should Nayaz Pash: %) East To West: 13.10 Meter & North To South: 10.97 Meter, Pin: 571105, Karnataka. East- \F/‘eirul&)akshappa grorﬁrtygeanngEPgnN0.83&/8{%1%83238280;8582.22‘ 2025 | Rs.568575/-
first look at their record before com- /MOQI]LAIDNSUOUI]OSOUHZU Mysore | Road, West-Property of Jaheda Begum., South-Property of Akbar., North-Road. all, Annapurna q. Mtrs. Bearing E-Property No.

on Friday strongly rebutted Pakistan’s al-

Irappa Rati, Ishwar [Portion of Plot No.1 of N.A. Land R.S. No.342/B of

. . . 20| Shiva Kumar L, Panchayath Khatha No 305 PID. No. 152500501600820062, Measuring East|13-10-2025 &| 07-01- Veerupakshappa Saunshi Village, Within The Limits of Gram Panchayat,

legatlons that efforts were belng made to mentlng on others, he stated. Lalitha E, To West: 9.4488 Mtrs And North To South: 9.7536 Mirs, Katagondanahalli Neralekere| Rs.984733/- | 2026 Saunshi, Tq.: Kundgol, Dist: Dharwad, Karnataka,

. . . B . . . Aluvelamma K, Gramapanchayithimadhugiri Taluk Tumkur Distic-572132.Main Road, Tumkur, PO. Neralekere, Veerupakshappa Pin: 581117. East-Kerosene Oil Pump of Andaneppa

erase Muslim heritage in India, calling The Pakistani remarks followed a Lingaraj Tumkur, Karnataka, Pin: 572132. East-House Belongs To Kariyanna, West-Hiduvali a Ral Uppin, West-Property of Honawva Rati & Hubballi -

. . s . /NLAP0093012934/ Tumkur Land Belongs To Eranna, South-Government Road, North-Giduvali Land Belongs To Eranna /NHLoﬂzﬁuos7z19/ Laxmeshwar Road, South-Property No. 834B/2/2,

such claims absurd and hypocritical. Ad-  demolition drive conducted near the | |7 ShivapsFakapea Qgganavat Py b et G Al es PV Bopery o 51TO0S0020042006 13102025 | 0701 Hubli North-Hoyso of Annapurta Putanavar,Siddappa

: : . : : H : atnavva Phakkirappa Vagganavar, o: illur Badni,Chillur Badnii Gram Panchayati Tq:savanur And Dist: | Rs. -

dIeSSIrlg a Weekly media bl’leflng in New Faiz-e-Elahi MOSque in the Turkman Fakklrappa Basappa Vagganavar, |Haveri. BeerallngeshwarTemple Savanur Haveri Karnataka Pin: 81118 PO. Savanur Residential 18| Yallalinga Gangavva |Residential Property Bearing Vpc No.436A, Property | 22-12- [23-12-2025 &

Mahantesh Kareppa Ratageri, 11B Property Bearing Vpc No. 90/13/1001, Property No. 151700600200420196, Measuring Madar, Gangavva No.150700100901200063, Total Measuring 100.00Sq| 2025 | Rs.439970/-

Delhi, MEA spokesperson Randhir  Gate area of the national capital. Accord-

/}:IH&OI]ZEI]OWQEW (E:?]sltl Tol\)Ngst TBMStr And NgrDth TOHSOLIthEg MtrRTodaIv1v17Sg Mtr In R?l-l‘\lo 90/*{)1’\? (Sjlt%%ted é\t Shiriyappa Madar, | Mtr Situated At Benal Village Within Benal R C
: : : : : : g ubli illurabadni, Tq: Savanur &Dist: Haveri . East-Road, West-Property of Husainsab Nadaf, South- “Ni i & Dist: Vij
Ji alswal Sald Paklstan Should lntrOSpeCt on lng to Ofﬁclals Of the Mun101pal COIpO- Property Of Gouravva Shankrappa Vagganavar, North: Property of Devappa Basappa Vagganavar /[:ﬁllfppa Madar_,l ng&gﬁ;‘?'F‘,?,{agang‘g'}‘_'dégg{fﬂ'ofdYD\',\S,‘E;SX{',?}{;*“,’\,”O?
the situation of minorities within its own  ration of Delhi (MCD) the action was 22| Shabinabanu, All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing Rdpr Khata No.152400403700120512,[13-10-2025 &/ 07-01- Hubli 453A, South-Vpc No. 437A, North-Vpe No. 435A
. . -l Samiulla, As Per Gram Panchayat Record Property No.259/2 Measuring East To West 3.81 Sq Meter| Rs.196137/- | 2026 Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling upon
borders before commenting on India. undertaken to remove illegal encroach- /MLAPO051007229/ Arid North To South 18.288 Sq Meter In Total 69.68 Sq Meter Including Measuring 34.84 them to make payment of the fotal outstanding amount a5 Shown herein above, against tho. respective
Shimoga Sq; Meter House Property Situated At Mattikote,Mattikote Gram Panchayat. Shikaripura Taluk

Borrower / Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publication of this notice. Failure to make payment of the total
outstanding amount together with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN shall
be constrained to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of security interest upon properties as described above,
steps are also being taken for service of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Act and the rules
made hereunder. You are put to notice that the said mortgage can be redeemed upon payment of the entire

And Shivamogga District, Karnataka, Pin: 577427. East- Property Belong Rasinabi W/0
Dastiagisab, West-Property Belongs T) Siddarima W/0 Chandrappa, South-Panchayat Road
Ali Eal, North-Holdingland

All That The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure Standing There on Being Bearing Slte/ 13-10-2025 &| 07-01-

Responding to questions on remarks
made by Pakistan Foreign Office

ments from land adjoining the mosque
and surrounding areas. The civic body
clarified that the drive was carried out

23| Gowramma R,

spokesperson Tahll' Andrab1 regardlng a Ramappa G, % ﬁropﬁréy N% 178éi6ME-Prq|_per})q :15\1613153245]\/(')403?0()'5301 1321 Mgegsum\g Eaésl |\éVes g 144 X X Rs.216449/- | 2026 a;nuuglt due togfelher wifth co?)tls, charges and expenses ir}curred l;y l\éIAHOFINfat Iany tin&e bslafgre tge date
[ . . : . : : . . . /MLAP00510054: orth-South 15 eter, Total 5 Sq. Meter, Including 31.59 Sq. Meter Building, Situate of publication of notice for public auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed in Section
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District, Karnataka, Pin: 577433. East-Property Of Dasappa S/O Thimmappa, West-Property
of Chennamma W/0 Ramappa, South-Property Of Nagamma W/O Nirvanappa, North-Road

Date: 10" January 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- ised Officer

Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or
dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by way of sale, lease or in any other manner.

Date: 10" January 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- ised Officer Home Finance Ltd

Jaiswal said that Islamabad lacked cred-
ibility on the issue. I need not elaborate

issued by the Delhi High Court, and was
not targeted at any religious structure.

Home Finance Ltd
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0nedead dozens |
trapped after giant
landfill collapses

Cebu
A mountain of rubbish
collapsed at a landfill in
the central Philippines
killing a 22-year-old wom-
an and leaving more than
30 people missing, au-
thorities have said. Rescu-
ers pulled 12 injured sani-
tation workers from de-
bris at the Binaliw Landfill
in Cebu City, who were
later hospitalised. Many
of the missing are be-
lieved to be workers at
the landfill. The mayor of
Cebu told news outlet
ABS-CBN that it may be
difficult to reach survivors
because of the potential
for further collapse. The
cause of the collapse is
still unclear, but Cebu City
councillor Joel Garganera
said it was likely the result
of poor waste manage-
ment practices.

Vance criticises
Denmark and Europe’s
handling of Greenland

Nuuk
US Vice-President
JD Vance says Greenland
is critical for the defence
of the US and the world
against possible Russian
or Chinese missile at-
tacks - and that Europe
and Denmark have not
done a good job in se-
curing the area. Vance
told Fox News that they
had not only under-in-
vested in Greenland’s
defences, but also failed
to engage with President
Donald Trump’s argu-
ment over the issue. US
officials are actively dis-
cussing a potential offer
to buy Greenland - a
semi-autonomous Dan-
ish territory - the White
House said, a day after
suggesting military ac-
tion to annex it to the
US was also an option.

Spain Arrests 34in
Nationwide Crackdown

Spanish authorities dismantled major cybercrime network after coordinated
raids exposed global fraud, laundering, and forgery operat|ons WorldW|de links

MADRID

Spanish law enforcement
agencies have arrested 34 in-
dividuals in a sweeping na-
tionwide operation targeting
the international criminal or-
ganisation known as Black
Axe. The arrests were made
as part of a coordinated effort
to dismantle a sophisticated
network accused of large-
scale fraud, money launder-
ing, and document forgery,
according to information re-
leased on Friday by Europol.

The operation, carried out
across multiple regions of
Spain, followed months of in-
telligence gathering and close
cooperation between Spanish
police and international law en-
forcement partners. Investiga-
tors allege that the suspects
played various roles within the
criminal hierarchy, including
recruitment, financial manage-

ment, and the execution of
complex cyber-enabled fraud
schemes that targeted victims
across Europe and beyond.
Black Axe has its origins in
Nigeria, where it began in the
late 1970s as a universi-
ty-based student confraternity.
Over the decades, authorities
say, the group transformed
into a highly structured and
secretive criminal organisa-
tion with a presence in sever-
al countries. Its evolution mir-
rors a broader trend in which
loosely organised groups have
adopted corporate-style hier-
archies, strict codes of loyalty,
and transnational operational
models to evade detection.
According to Europol, the
syndicate is primarily in-
volved in cyber-enabled fi-
nancial crime, including busi-
ness email compromise
scams, online investment
fraud, romance scams, and

identity theft. The proceeds
from these activities are al-
legedly laundered through a
web of shell companies, mule
accounts, and cryptocurrency
transactions, making detec-
tion and asset recovery partic-
ularly challenging for author-
ities.

Spanish investigators also
uncovered evidence of wide-
spread document forgery, in-

cluding falsified identification
papers and residency docu-
ments, which were allegedly
used to facilitate illegal activ-
ities and enable members to
operate under multiple identi-
ties. Law enforcement offi-
cials stated that several of
those arrested are believed to
have held leadership or coor-
dination roles within the net-
work’s Spanish operations.

Colombia’s Petro Warns of Real Threat

BOGOTA

Colombia’s President Gustavo
Petro has sounded the alarm
about what he called a real
threat of United States mili-
tary action against his coun-
try, in a rare and sharp escala-
tion of rhetoric between long-
time partners. Petro made the
comments in an interview
with the BBC, amid deepen-
ing tensions sparked by recent
statements and conduct by US
President Donald Trump.

The warning follows a series
of inflammatory remarks from
Trump in which he suggested
that a military operation target-
ing Colombia sounds good to
him — remarks that Petro and
other Colombian officials char-
acterised as threatening and
unwarranted. Trump’s com-
ments came in the context of
regional upheaval triggered by
a controversial US military
strike in neighbouring Venezu-
ela, during which Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro was
captured.

Petro, a former guerrilla
fighter turned politician,
strongly condemned Trump’s
language, including when the
US president told him to
watch his ass, remarks that
were widely condemned in

Colombian leader
Gustavo Petro warns
of real danger of US

military intervention after
Trump’s remarks and
diplomatic strains
escalate.

Bogota and seen as further
escalating the standoff.
Despite the heated rhetoric,
there have been signs of a ten-
tative diplomatic thaw. A
phone call between Trump
and Petro led to an announce-
ment that Petro will be invited
to the White House in the
near future, a move that fol-
lowed what both sides de-
scribed as a more constructive
conversation. This develop-

ment suggested officials on
both sides may be seeking to
limit the fallout from earlier
exchanges.

Still, Petro’s comments re-
flect deep suspicion in Bogota
about Washington’s intentions
and broader concerns in Latin
America over US interven-
tionism. Some analysts point
to the region’s history and
current geopolitical climate,
where fears of foreign mili-
tary action are heightened by
recent US operations and po-
litical messaging.

Colombian officials have
tried to balance these tensions
by emphasising continued co-
operation with the United
States on shared challenges,
especially drug trafficking.

French opposition
parties seek to
topple government
over Mercosur

PARIS

France’s far-right and far-left
opposition parties will launch
no-confidence motions against
France’s weak minority gov-
ernment in response to the like-
ly approval on Friday of the
EU’s Mercosur trade deal.

The far-left France Un-
bowed (LFI) party said it
would file a no-confidence
motion on Friday morning,
while the far-right National
Rally (RN) said it would
also launch one against the
European Commission chief
in Brussels.

The no-confidence mo-
tions underline the domestic
political blowback French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s government faces
over the trade deal with
South American nations as it
battles to pass an al-
ready-late 2026 budget
through a truculent parlia-
ment. It seems unlikely the
RN and LFI will muster
enough votes in parliament
to oust the government, led
by Prime Minister Sebastien
Lecornu.

Grok AI image editing limited
to paid X users after deepfakes

WASHINGTON

Elon Musk’s platform X has limited image editing with its Al tool
Grok to paying users, after it came under fire for allowing people
to make sexualised deepfakes. There has been a significant back-
lash after the chatbot honoured requests from users to digitally
alter images of other people by undressing them without their
consent. But Grok is now telling people asking it to make such
material that only paid subscribers would be able to do so -
meaning their name and payment information must be on file.
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Indian Army Chief Holds Defence Talks
with Sri Lanka’s Deputy Defence Minister

COLOMBO

Indian Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi held talks
with Sri Lanka’s Deputy De-
fence Minister Aruna Jayase-
kera and senior military offi-
cials during a two-day official
visit to the island nation,
aimed at strengthening bilater-
al defence cooperation.
General Dwivedi visited Sri
Lanka from January 7 to 8 to
enhance military-to-military
engagement between the two
countries. According to the In-
dian High Commission, dis-
cussions focused on deepening
defence ties, expanding coop-

eration in humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief, and
reinforcing collaboration in
areas of mutual strategic inter-
est. The talks reflected the
shared commitment of India
and Sri Lanka towards region-
al security, stability and an en-
during defence partnership.
The Army Chief was ac-
corded a guard of honour at
the Sri Lanka Army headquar-
ters, where he held discussions
with Licutenant General
BKGM Lasantha Rodrigo,
Commander of the Sri Lanka
Army. During the visit, mili-
tary vehicles, ambulances and
training simulators were hand-

ed over to Sri Lanka, further
reinforcing defence coopera-
tion and the longstanding
bonds of friendship between
the two nations. General
Dwivedi also visited the Army
War College, where he wit-
nessed the foundation-laying
ceremony of the India—Sri
Lanka Friendship Sports Com-
plex. Addressing faculty mem-
bers and student officers, he
spoke on the evolving global
security landscape, the chang-
ing nature of modern warfare
and its operational implica-
tions, while emphasising the
role of emerging technologies
in military operations.

RUSSIA MISSILE ESCALATION

Khamenei Accuses
Foreign Mercenaries

© Continued from page |

A televised address by
Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei was
broadcast on state televi-
sion on Friday, as the coun-
try grappled with renewed
nationwide protests, a
sweeping internet blackout,
and reports of mounting ca-
sualties. The speech
marked Khamenei’s most
direct public response to
the latest wave of unrest,
which has spread beyond
its initial economic roots to
reflect broader political and
social discontent.

Urging Iranians to pre-
serve unity, Khamenei ac-
cused a segment of demon-
strators of acting on behalf
of foreign powers. He
claimed that some rioters
want to please the US pres-
ident by damaging public
properties, adding that the
Islamic Republic would not
tolerate what he described
as mercenaries working for
outsiders. In a pointed re-
mark aimed at Donald
Trump, Khamenei said the
former US leader should
focus on problems in his
own country, reinforcing
Tehran’s long-standing nar-
rative that external forces
are behind domestic unrest.

The speech came amid a
countrywide internet black-
out that began and extended
into Friday, according to
NetBlocks, a global internet
monitoring organisation.
The disruption severely
limited access to social me-
dia platforms and messag-
ing services, tools that have
historically played a crucial
role in mobilising protests
and sharing information
during periods of unrest in
Iran.

The latest demonstrations
reportedly began in Tehran,

Iran’s supreme leader
warned protesters
against unrest as
nationwide
demonstrations,
internet shutdowns,
and mounting deaths
deepened political
tensions.

sparked by shopkeepers in
the Grand Bazaar angered
by a sharp depreciation of
the Iranian rial. What start-
ed as economically driven
protests has since expanded
to involve wider sections of
society. Unlike the 2022—23
protests, which were led
prominently by women and
girls, the current unrest is
said to involve mainly
young men, reflecting a
shift in the demographic
profile of demonstrators.

The protests have also
coincided with renewed
calls for demonstrations
from Reza Pahlavi, the US-
based, long-exiled son of
Iran’s last shah, who was
overthrown during the 1979
Islamic Revolution. His
statements have drawn at-
tention from both support-
ers and critics, with Iranian
authorities frequently ac-
cusing opposition figures
abroad of inciting unrest.
Meanwhile, the Human
Rights Activists News
Agency, based in the Unit-
ed States, reported that at
least 34 protesters and four
security personnel have
been killed during the un-
rest.

‘Yemen's main southern
separatists to disband’

SANAA

Yemen’s main southern sepa-
ratists have decided to dis-
band following talks in Saudi
Arabia, the secretary-general
of the organisation has an-
nounced. The Southern Tran-
sitional Council (STC) Secre-
tary-General Abdulrahman
Al-Subaihi said in a broadcast
on Yemeni television on Fri-
day that the dissolution of the
group was taken to preserve
peace and security in the south
and in neighbouring countries.
He praised the measures taken
by the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia and the solutions it has pro-
vided that meet the needs of the
people of the South.

However, there was no im-
mediate comment from those

members of the separatist
group who are not taking part
in the talks in Riyadh. The
STC had said it had lost con-
tact with all members of the
delegation in Riyadh, indicat-
ing a split was emerging with-
in the group.A feud between
Saudi Arabia and the UAE
that came to light after the
STC, which Riyadh says is
backed by Abu Dhabi,
launched an offensive against
Saudi-backed Yemeni govern-
ment troops in December.

The Saudi Arabia-led coali-
tion in Yemen said the STC
leader Aidarous al-Zubaidi
had fled to the UAE via So-
maliland after skipping the
talks in Riyadh, accusing the
UAE of smuggling him out of
the country.

Ukraine Urges Allles to Pressure Russia

KYIV

Ukraine has urged its Western
allies to intensify diplomatic,
military, and economic pres-
sure on Russia after Moscow
confirmed the use of a newly
developed missile in strikes
targeting western parts of the
country. The appeal came af-
ter Russia acknowledged de-
ploying the so-called Oresh-
nik missile during a barrage
of overnight attacks on Kyiv
and the western city of Lviv,
areas geographically close to
the borders of the European
Union and the NATO alliance.

According to Russian offi-
cials, the strikes were carried
into Friday and involved hun-

dreds of weapons, including
drones, cruise missiles, and
the new intermediate-range
ballistic missile. Ukraine’s
government described the use

of the Oreshnik missile near
the EU and NATO frontier as
a grave threat not only to
Ukraine but to broader Euro-
pean security, warning that

such actions signal a danger-
ous escalation in the conflict.

Russia’s Ministry of De-
fence said the missile was
used as part of a wider opera-
tion against what it described
as military and infrastructure
targets. Ukrainian authorities,
however, reported civilian ca-
sualties. Officials in Kyiv said
at least four people were
killed and 22 others injured in
the capital as a result of the
strikes. Emergency services
worked through the night to
extinguish fires and rescue
residents from damaged
buildings.

Further west, Russia also
struck critical infrastructure in
Lviv, using what local authori-

ties described as an unidenti-
fied ballistic missile. Lviv
Mayor Andriy Sadovyi said the
attack caused significant dis-
ruption to energy facilities, un-
derlining the continued vulner-
ability of Ukraine’s infrastruc-
ture as winter approaches.
Ukraine’s Air Force later
provided additional technical
details, stating that the missile
used in the attack travelled at
an estimated speed of 13,000
kilometres per hour, or more
than 8,000 miles per hour. Of-
ficials said investigations were
ongoing to determine the exact
specifications and capabilities
of the weapon, which they be-
lieve represents a new class of
Russian missile technology.
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PF contribution limit
may beraised to
Rs30,000

Mumbai
According to the latest up-
date, employees who have
not yet been fully benefit-

ing from the Provident
Fund (PF) scheme may
receive their dues, as the
demand to increase the
PF salary limit (EPF Wage
Limit) is entering its final
stages. A recent directive
from the Supreme Court
has paved the way for PF
benefits for these employ-
ees, who have been wait-
ing for this rule to change
for the past 11 years. In its
directive, the Supreme
Court has given the central
government and EPFO
four months to cometoa
decision on this issue.

NHAI sets 2 Records on
Bengaluru-Kadapa-
Vijayawada Expressway

Vijayawada
The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has achieved a remarka-
ble feat, setting two Guin-
ness World Records dur-
ing the construction of
the Bengalu-
ru-Kadapa-Vijayawada
Economic Corridor (NH-
544G) in Andhra Pradesh,
especially on the Vanavo-
lu-Vankarakunda section
of Andhra Pradesh. NHAI
entered the Guinness
World Records by achiev-
ing unprecedented speed
and volume in road con-
struction within 24 hours.
Reflecting India’s vision of
continuous focus on
equipping the country
with world-class highway
infrastructure, 28.95 lane
kilometres and 10,675 Mt
of bituminous concrete
were laid continuously
within 24 hours.

10 Gurugram roads to
connect with Dwarka
Expressway

Gurugram
Despite efforts to acquire
30 meters of land, the
Haryana Shahari Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) has
not yet been able to con-
nect more than 10 pro-
posed major roads run-
ning from Gurugram Sec-
tor 99 to Sector 115 to the
Dwarka Expressway.
Amidst people facing dif-
ficulties, the meeting of
the district coordination
committee was conduct-
ed at the Mini Secretariat
in Deeper Baas under the
chairmanship of the Chief
Advisor for Urban Devel-
opment, Dheeraj Desi. Ac-
cording to a report in Hin-
dustan, detailed discus-
sions were held regarding
land acquisition in the
meeting.

RBI Compounds
FEMA Contraventions
by Kakinada Seaports

The RBI has compounded FEMA violations by Kakinada
Seaports, ending adjudlcatlon proceedmgs after settlement

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has issued a compound-
ing order on December 12,
2025, under Section 15 of the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA), 1999, in
the case of Kakinada Seaports
Limited, resulting in the ter-
mination of adjudication pro-
ceedings against the company.
The development was con-
firmed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in an official
statement released on Friday.

According to the ED, the
compounding order was passed
by the RBI after the Directorate
issued a no objection certificate
in the matter. The ED had ear-
lier initiated an investigation
against Kakinada Seaports
Limited under the provisions of
FEMA after receiving credible
information pointing to alleged
violations of foreign exchange
regulations. Following the
completion of its investigation,

the ED filed a complaint be-
fore the adjudicating author-
ity on September 5, 2024,
under Section 16 of FEMA,
detailing multiple contraven-
tions of the Act.

The alleged violations pri-
marily related to procedural
delays in compliance with
foreign investment reporting
norms. These included late
reporting of foreign inward
remittances amounting to Rs
22.88 crore, delay in filing
Form FCGPR after the issu-
ance of shares involving Rs
23.31 crore, and delays in the
allotment of shares under
Paragraph 8 of Schedule 1 to

20 of FEMA, covering trans-
actions worth Rs 7.21 crore.

Subsequently, the adjudi-
cating authority issued a
show-cause notice dated Sep-
tember 30, 2024, under Sec-
tion 16 of FEMA to the com-
pany, as well as its directors
and officers who were respon-
sible for the conduct of busi-
ness during the period when
the contraventions allegedly
occurred. The notice sought
explanations as to why action
should not be taken for the
violations cited.

In response, Kakinada Sea-
ports Limited approached the
RBI with an application seek-
ing compounding of the al-
leged contraventions under
Section 15 of FEMA. Upon
receiving a reference from the
RBI, the ED examined the re-
quest and conveyed its no ob-
jection for compounding, stat-
ing that such action was in
line with the true spirit and
intent of the Act.

India’s dairy
sector undergoing
digital
transformation

NEW DELHI

India’s dairy sector is undergo-
ing a remarkable digital trans-
formation that will help not
only to enhance its productivity
but also boost transparency and
inclusiveness with farmer wel-
fare, said the government on
Friday. India is the world’s
largest producer of milk, ac-
counting for 25 per cent of
global output. The transforma-
tion, including the development
of digital platforms that con-
nect farmers, cooperatives, and
stakeholders across the dairy
value chain, is being spear-
headed by the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB).

These systems are not just
enhancing operational produc-
tivity but also ensuring that
millions of small and marginal
dairy farmers are directly
linked to a modern, tech-driven
ecosystem, said an official
statement. The integrated digi-
tal tools include the Automatic
Milk Collection System
(AMCS), which has benefitted
over 17.3 lakh milk producers
across 54 milk unions. This en-
sures transparent payments and
efficient operations. The Inter-
net-based Dairy Information
System (i-DIS) is being used
by around 198 milk unions and
15 federations for data-driven
decision-making and perfor-
mance benchmarking.

GST reforms, rural recovery drive
strong Q3 for Indlas auto sector

NEW DELHI

India’s automobile industry
delivered a strong perfor-
mance with passenger vol-
umes up 20 per cent YoY in
the October—December 2025
quarter, driven by GST re-
forms, a pickup in rural de-
mand, and sustained festive
momentum, a report said on
Friday. Financial services
firm PL Capital said in a re-
port that improved afford-
ability, easier financing, and
recovering consumer senti-
ment supported broad based
volume growth across pas-
senger vehicles, two wheel-
ers, and commercial vehicles.

Passenger vehicle volumes
rose due to GST led price
cuts and year end discounts,
while inventory days fell
sharply to 45 days in Novem-
ber, about 38 in December,
from over 55 earlier. Small
cars saw more pronounced
benefits from GST cuts, even
as SUVs continued to domi-
nate demand, reinforcing the
ongoing premiumisation
trend.

Further, two wheelers re-

corded high teens growth, led
by motorcycles in the 150cc
and higher segments, with
some models facing extended
waiting periods due to strong
retail sales and dealer re-
stocking, the report said.

Commercial vehicles
showed early signs of an up-
cycle during Q3FY26, sup-
ported by a revival in con-
struction and mining activity
after an extended monsoon
season. Medium and heavy
commercial vehicles outper-
formed light commercial ve-
hicles as replacement de-
mand picked up, and custom-
ers opted for higher-tonnage
vehicles.

Improved affordability fol-
lowing GST rate rationalisa-
tion also encouraged fleet op-
erators to advance purchase
decisions, the report noted.

South Korea’s cosmetics exports surged to a
record in 2025, driven by K-beauty popularity
and market diversification

S.Korea’s Cosmetics Exports
~ Hit Record H1gh in 2025

(=BEAUT

SEOUL

South Korea’s cosmetics ex-
ports touched a record high in
2025, buoyed by the growing
global appeal of Korean cul-
ture and sustained efforts by
the country to diversify its
export markets, official data
released on Friday showed.
Outbound shipments of Kore-
an beauty products rose 12.3
per cent year-on-year to an
all-time high of $11.43 billion
in 2025, according to data
from the Ministry of Food
and Drug Safety.

By destination, exports to
the United States recorded a
strong increase, rising 15.1 per
cent from a year earlier to
$2.19 billion. This marked a
historic shift, as the U.S. be-
came the largest export desti-
nation for South Korean cos-
metics for the first time. In
contrast, shipments to China
declined sharply by 19.2 per
cent to $2.01 billion, reflecting
changing market dynamics
and intensifying competition
in the Chinese beauty sector.

Exports to other Asian mar-
kets showed steady growth.
Shipments to Japan increased

5 per cent to $1.09 billion in
2025, while exports to Hong
Kong jumped 21.6 per cent to
$705 million. The data high-
lighted South Korea’s broader
push to reduce dependence on
a few major markets by ex-
panding its global footprint.

The number of countries
importing South Korean cos-
metics rose significantly to
202 in 2025, up from 172 in
2024. Exports to regions such
as Europe, the Middle East,
Southwest Asia and Latin
America continued to grow,
even as the relative shares of
shipments to the U.S. and
China showed signs of mod-
eration, the ministry said.

A breakdown by product
category revealed that skincare
products remained the back-
bone of exports. Shipments of
items such as moisturizers rose
11.6 per cent year-on-year to
$8.54 billion. Color cosmetics
exports climbed 12 per cent to
$1.51 billion, while body
cleansing products saw a sharp
rise of 27.3 per cent to $590
million. Fragrance exports re-
corded the fastest growth,
surging 46.2 per cent to $60
million in 2025.

Startup Founders Say PM Meet
Inspired Vision for Ethlcal Al

NEW DELHI

Founders of domestic Artifi-
cial Intelligence (Al) startups
have said that their recent in-
teraction with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has signifi-
cantly influenced their think-
ing on how Al can be devel-
oped to transform lives and
address real societal challeng-
es. The meeting, held as part
of a roundtable discussion at
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, focused on leveraging
emerging technologies for in-
clusive and responsible
growth.

Dr Siddharth Panwar, CEO
and co-founder of NeuroDx,
said the Prime Minister’s in-
sights helped broaden their
understanding of Al’s role be-
yond commercial success. He
noted that PM Modi encour-
aged startups to focus on
solutions tailored to India’s
unique needs rather than
merely replicating Western
models. He inspired us to not
just replicate what Western
countries are doing, but to
create Al that can bring about
a positive change in the lives
of ordinary people in the

Indian Al startup
founders said their
interaction with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
inspired people-centric,
ethical innovation in
technology

country, Panwar said, adding
that such guidance reinforced
their mission of using Al for
public good.

Echoing similar views,
Nikhil Malhotra, Chief Inno-
vation Officer of Tech Mahin-
dra, described the interaction
with the Prime Minister as a
meaningful experience. Mal-
hotra said PM Modi demon-
strated a strong understanding
of the importance of Al adop-
tion in India and underlined
the need for responsible inno-

vation. According to him, the
Prime Minister emphasised the
development of Al solutions
that are ethical, transparent,
and forward-looking, especial-
ly in areas where such solu-
tions have not yet been devel-
oped globally. The roundtable
discussion took place at 7,
Lok Kalyan Marg, where the
Prime Minister urged Indian
startups to harness Al for so-
cietal good. He encouraged
innovators to focus on making
Al affordable, inclusive, and
accessible, ensuring that the
benefits of advanced technol-
ogy reach a broad section of
society rather than a select
few. Ayush Gupta, CEO of
Genloop, said the meeting in-
volved in-depth discussions
on what India’s own Al mod-
els should look like.

Ashwini Valshnaw
meets Nvidia,
discusses sovereign
GPU manufacturing

NEW DELHI

The Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, met with
global chipmaker Nvidia's
team to discuss the develop-
ment of sovereign graphics
processing units (GPUs) and
local manufacturing of edge
devices such as the DGX
Spark in India.

Edge devices are hardware
components, such as sensors,
cameras, routers, etc, placed
in a network, close to where
data is generated, processing
information locally before
sending it to the cloud or data
centre.

Taking to social media plat-
form X, the minister said that
the devices planned for local
development can deliver up to
1 petaFLOP performance se-
cure inferencing for models
up to 200 billion parameters.

This compact GPU doesn’t
require the Internet. Suitable
for railways, shipping, health-
care, education, and remote
applications, the post added.

Nvidia had earlier an-
nounced collaboration with
Indian and US investors to
support India’s fast-growing
deep-tech ecosystem, as the
India Deep Tech Alliance an-
nounced over $850 million in
fresh capital commitments.

The alliance, which was
launched in September with
an initial $1 billion fund, aims
to back startups working in
cutting-edge sectors such as
semiconductors, artificial in-
telligence (Al), robotics, and
space technology.

INDIA-EU FTA TALKS

LG Energy Solution Q4
Loss Narrows despite
Weak EV Battery Demand

N,

SEOUL

South Korea’s leading bat-
tery maker LG Energy
Solution on Friday report-
ed that it continued to post
operating losses in the
fourth quarter, although the
deficit nearly halved from
a year earlier as the compa-
ny navigated weak global
demand for electric vehicle
(EV) batteries.

In a preliminary earnings
report, the company said
its operating loss for the
October—December period
stood at 122 billion won
($83.8 million), signifi-
cantly narrower than the
225 billion won loss re-
corded in the same quarter
of 2024. Despite the im-
provement in profitability,
revenue declined 4.8 per
cent year-on-year to 6.14
trillion won during the
quarter. Data on net in-
come was not disclosed in
the preliminary filing.

The fourth-quarter oper-
ating loss came in 8.5 per
cent lower than the market
average estimate, accord-
ing to a survey by Yonhap
Infomax, the financial data
arm. Analysts attributed
the narrower-than-expected
loss partly to cost controls

and government support
measures in overseas mar-
kets.

LG Energy Solution also
said it received tax credits
worth 332.8 billion won
under the Advanced Man-
ufacturing Production
Credit (AMPC) pro-
gramme linked to the Unit-
ed States’ Inflation Reduc-
tion Act. However, the
company cautioned that
excluding the AMPC ben-
efit, its operating loss in
the fourth quarter would
have widened to 454.8 bil-
lion won, underlining the
ongoing pressure on its
core battery business.

The company said it will
release its final and de-
tailed earnings report at a
later date.

On a full-year basis, LG
Energy Solution posted a
sharp rebound in operating
performance. For 2025, op-
erating profit came in at
1.34 trillion won, marking
a 133.9 per cent increase
from the previous year.
However, annual revenue
declined 7.6 per cent to
23.67 trillion won, reflect-
ing slower EV demand
across major markets. Net
earnings data for the full
year was not available.

Piyush Goyal, EU Commlsswner Hold High-Level Talks

BRUSSELS

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal held
high-level discussions with
the European Union’s Trade
and Economic Security Com-
missioner Maros Sefcovic in
Brussels on Friday, as both
sides stepped up efforts to
conclude a mutually benefi-
cial India-EU Free Trade
Agreement (FTA). The talks
are part of sustained diplo-
matic and technical engage-
ments aimed at resolving out-
standing issues and accelerat-
ing progress towards a com-
prehensive pact.

Sharing details of the meet-
ing on social media platform
X, Goyal said the dialogue

covered key areas of the pro-

posed agreement. During this
dialogue, we deliberated
across key areas of the pro-
posed agreement. We reaf-
firmed our commitment to a
rules-based trading frame-
work and a modern economic
partnership that safeguards
the interests of farmers and
MSME:s while integrating In-

dian industries into global
supply chains, he said. India
has been pressing for zero-du-
ty access for its labour-inten-
sive sectors, including tex-
tiles, leather, apparel, gems
and jewellery, and handi-
crafts, which are seen as ma-
jor employment generators.
The Indian minister’s visit

to Brussels highlights the
growing momentum in In-
dia-EU economic engagement
at a time when both sides are
seeking to strengthen supply
chain resilience and reduce
vulnerabilities in an uncertain
global trade environment. Of-
ficials said the primary objec-
tive of the current round of
interactions is to provide stra-
tegic guidance to negotiators,
iron out remaining differenc-
es, and expedite the conclu-
sion of a balanced and ambi-
tious trade agreement.

The ministerial-level en-
gagement follows a week of
intensive discussions in Brus-
sels, building on groundwork
laid earlier this week during
high-level talks between In-
dia’s Commerce Secretary

Rajesh Agrawal and Sabine
Weyand, Director-General for
Trade at the European Com-
mission. These discussions
focused on narrowing gaps in
sensitive areas and aligning
expectations on market ac-
cess, regulatory standards,
and sustainable development.

The negotiations come at a
significant moment in In-
dia-EU economic relations.
Talks for the FTA were re-
launched in June 2022 after a
hiatus of more than nine
years, reflecting renewed po-
litical will on both sides to
deepen economic integration.
Since then, India and the EU
have held 14 formal rounds of
negotiations along with sever-
al high-level ministerial dia-
logues.
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ndia's expressway net-
Iwork represents one of @
the most ambitious in- [§
frastructure development
programs undertaken by
the country in recent de-
cades. These high-speed,
access-controlled high-
ways are transforming
connectivity, reducing
travel times, and driving h: .
economic growth across i
the nation. From the pio-
neering Mumbai-Pune
Expressway to the ambi-
I% tious Bharatmala Pariyo-
| jana program, express-
' ways are reshaping how

Indians travel and do 8
business. T .
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Understandmg Expressways' More Than Just Roads
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xpressways are specialized roadways
designed for high-speed vehicular
traffic, featuring controlled access, grade
separations at intersections, and multiple
lanes in each direction. Unlike conven-
tional highways where vehicles can enter
or exit at numerous points, expressways
limit access to designated entry and exit
points, ensuring smoother traffic flow

service roads running parallel to the
main carriageway, proper drainage sys-
tems, adequate lighting, emergency
lanes, and strategically placed toll pla-
zas.

The distinction between express-
ways and national highways is
crucial. While both fall un-
der the purview of the Na-

Challenges
& Concerns

and enhanced safety. tional Highways Authority =
In India, expressways typically feature of India (NHAI), express- Economlc
a minimum of four lanes (two in each ways offer superior design Impact and

direction) and often expand to six or
eight lanes in high-traffic corridors.
These roads are engineered to accommo-
date speeds of 100-120 kilometers per
hour, significantly higher than the typical
60-80 kmph on national highways. The
design standards include features such as

specifications, restricted ac-
cess, and higher speed limits.

This makes them ideal for
long-distance travel and freight
transportation, where time efficiency
directly translates to economic bene-
fits.
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Benefits

Major Expressways Transformmg India

everal expressways have become

landmarks in India's infrastructure
landscape. The Delhi-Meerut Express-
way, with its 14-lane configuration,
stands as one of India's widest express-
ways and has dramatically improved
connectivity between Delhi and west-
ern Uttar Pradesh. This expressway
features intelligent traffic management

ing numerous challeng-
es including land acquisi-
tion issues, its completion is

set to ease traffic congestion
significantly in the National
Capital Region. Looking toward
the future, the Delhi-Mumbai Ex-
pressway stands as India's most am-
bitious expressway project. Cover-

he economic implications of expressway
development extend far beyond reduced
travel times. Expressways create significant
employment opportunities during construc-
tion phases, with thousands of workers en-
gaged in building, engineering, and support
services. Once operational, they generate
ongoing employment through toll collec-
tion, maintenance, highway patrol, and
services at rest stops.
Freight transportation benefits im-

systems and is designed to handle
heavy traffic volumes efficiently.

The Purvanchal Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh, spanning 340 kilome-
ters, con-

Lucknow to Ghazipur and passes
through nine districts. This expressway
includes a 3.5-kilometer airstrip section
that can be used by the Indian Air
Force during emergencies, showcasing

ing approximately 1,350 kilometers
across six states, this greenfield
expressway will reduce travel time
between India's political and fi-
nancial capitals from 24 hours to

mensely from expressways. The logistics
sector, which contributes significantly to
India's GDP, depends on efficient road
networks. Expressways reduce fuel con-
sumption through consistent high-speed

nects

iTheRoad/Ahead

India‘s expressway development trajectory ap-
pears promising. The Bharatmala Pariyojana,
an umbrella program for highway development,
includes substantial expressway components
aimed at enhancing connectivity to economic
centers, border areas, and coastal regions. This
program envisions developing approximately
34,800 kilometers of highways, including nu-
merous expressways, by the end of this decade.
State governments are also launching their own
expressway projects, recognizing the economic | opment.
benefits such infrastructure brings. Uttar | Despite
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and fac-
several other states have announced ambitious
expressway programs to improve intra-state con-
nectivity. Technological integration will deep-
en as India moves toward connected
and autonomous vehicles. Future
expressways may feature
dedicated lanes for
autonomous
vehicles.

the strategic importance of these infra-  just 12 hours. The project in-
structure projects. The Mumbai-Nagpur  corporates cutting-edge tech-
Samruddhi Mahamarg, one of India's nology, including electric
longest expressways at approximate-  vehicle charging stations,
ly 701 kilometers, promises to rev- advanced traffic man-
olutionize connectivity between agement systems,
Maharashtra's two major cities. and wayside ame-
Reducing travel time from the nities at regular
current 12-16 hours to just 8 intervals.
hours, this expressway is expect-
ed to unlock economic potential
across central Maharashtra.

The Dwarka Expressway, con-
necting Delhi to Gurugram and
extending to the planned
Dwarka sub-city, rep-
resents urban ex-
pressway devel-

Modern express-
ways in India
increasingly incorporate
intelligent transportation sys-
tems and smart technologies.
" i Electronic toll collection through
FASTag has become mandatory, en-
abling seamless toll payments without re-

quiring vehicles to stop. This technology
reduces congestion at toll plazas and im-
proves traffic flow significantly. Advanced traffic

travel, minimize vehicle wear and tear,
and enable just-in-time delivery systems.
These factors collectively reduce logistics
costs, making Indian businesses more
competitive globally.
Real estate development along express-
way corridors represents another major eco-
nomic benefit. Cities and towns located along
expressways experience increased property val-
ues and attract residential, commercial, and in-
dustrial investments. The Yamuna Expressway
corridor, for instance, has seen substantial real es-
tate development, with several industrial projects
and residential townships being established.
Agricultural communities gain improved market
access through expressways. Farmers can transport
perishable goods to urban markets more quickly, reducing
spoilage and increasing profitability. Better connectivity

also facilitates the movement of agricultural inputs like fertil-
izers and machinery, contributing to agricultural productivity.
Tourism receives a significant boost from improved road con-
nectivity. Expressways make tourist destinations more accessible,
encouraging domestic tourism and contributing to local economies.
The upcoming Bundelkhand Expressway, for example, is expected
to promote tourism in a historically underserved region.

Technological Innovations and Smart Features

management systems use sensors and cameras to monitor traf-
fic conditions in real time. These systems can detect accidents,
breakdowns, or unusual traffic patterns and alert authorities
immediately. Variable message signs inform drivers about road
conditions, diversions, or weather alerts, enhancing safety.

Many new expressways feature dedicated infrastructure for
electric vehicles, including charging stations at regular inter-
vals. This forward-looking approach supports India's transition
toward sustainable transportation and reduces dependence on
fossil fuels. Some expressways incorporate green corridors
with extensive tree plantations along their lengths.
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Two=time - Olympic-medatlist PV
Sindhu moved into the semifinals
of the Malaysia Open Super 1000
badminton tournament on Friday
after Japan’s Akane Yamaguchi
retired injured during their
women’s singles quarterfinal
clash here.

Sindhu, currently ranked
world No. 18, looked in com-
plete control as she clinched
the opening game 21-11
against the third-ranked Ya-
maguchi. The Japanese star, a
three-time world champion
and third seed, was visibly
struggling with her movement
and was wearing a knee brace.
After the first game, Yamaguchi
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Sindhu advances to
Malaysia Open semis
fter Yamaguchiretires

Indian shuttler progresses after

decided to withdraw from the con-
test, citing discomfort, allowing
Sindhu to progress without complet-
ing the match.

The victory further strengthened
Sindhu’s head-to-head record
against Yamaguchi, taking it to 15-
12 in favour of the Indian. The
matchup has long been one of the
most competitive rivalries in wom-
en’s badminton, often featuring in-
tense rallies and momentum swings,
making Friday’s early conclusion an
unfortunate outcome for spectators.

For Sindhu, the result marks an-
other encouraging step in her come-
back journey. The Hyderabad-born
shuttler is playing her first tourna-
ment since returning from a pro-
longed injury lay-off, and her as-
sured display in the opening game
underlined her improving fitness

dominant opening game as injured
Yamaguchi concedes quarterfinal

and confidence. She dictated the
pace early, controlled the net ex-
changes, and capitalised on Yamagu-
chi’s limited mobility to build a
comfortable lead.

Sindhu will now face the winner
of the quarterfinal between China’s
second seed Wang Zhiyi and Indo-
nesia’s sixth seed Putri Kusuma
Wardani in the semifinals, scheduled
for Saturday. A place in the final
would represent a significant mile-
stone as she looks to regain top form
on the BWF World Tour.

Later in the day, India’s top men’s
doubles pair, Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty, are set to play
their quarterfinal against Indonesia’s
Fajar Alfian and Muhammad Sho-
hibul Fikri, continuing India’s strong
presence at the prestigious tourna-
ment.

Former India batter calls for administrative reform to
protect significance of global tournaments

Novelty of ICC events is wearing
off, it must be preserved: Uthappa

DURBAN

Former India cricketer Robin
Uthappa believes the growing
frequency of ICC events risks
diluting their significance and
has urged administrators to
preserve the novelty and
meaning of global tourna-
ments. Speaking on the side-
lines of the ongoing SA20
league, where he is part of the
commentary panel, Uthappa
said the sport must evolve
from an administrative per-
spective to align with chang-
ing audience expectations.
Watching an enthralling
contest at Kingsmead on
Wednesday night, Uthappa
was transported back to his
own playing days at the icon-
ic venue. Durban holds a spe-
cial place in his career, having
been the stage for India’s dra-
matic bowl-out win over Pa-
kistan and Yuvraj Singh’s six
sixes in the inaugural 2007
World T20, followed by the
famous semifinal victory
against Australia. “Every time
I come here, I think of the

memories we created,” he |

said, recalling the meticulous
preparation behind those his-
toric moments.

Praising the growth of

SA20 in its fourth season,
Uthappa described it as the
second-best league after the
IPL in terms of atmosphere
and quality. He highlighted
young South African talents
such as Nqobani Mokoena
and Jordan Harmann as play-
ers destined for international
cricket, adding that leagues
like SA20 are vital for the
country’s cricketing future.
On the relevance of
SA20 as prepara-
tion ahead of the
upcoming T20
World Cup,
Uthappa felt
high-intensity
competition so )
close to the
event makes it
valuable, espe-
cially as playing
conditions world-
wide are be-
coming
in-

Kyrgios won't play singles at Aus Open,
says body not ready for five-set tennis

MELBOURNE

son’s first Grand Slam begins on

creasingly similar.

However, the former Ben-
galuru batter was candid
about concerns over the
crowded international calen-
dar. “How much value do
fans hold for an ICC tourna-
ment every year?” he asked,
adding that constant repeti-
tion risks audience fatigue.
According to him, ICC cham-
pionships must be spaced out

to retain their prestige and

emotional pull for _
\ players and fans /7
alike.

Tilak Varma out of first three
T20s after groin surgery

NEW DELHI

India batter Tilak Varma has been ruled out of the first three T20
Internationals against New Zealand after undergoing surgery
for a groin-related issue that caused acute pain, the BCCI con-
firmed. The setback has also cast doubt over the 23-year-old’s
availability for next month’s ICC T20 World Cup.

Tilak, who was in Rajkot with the Hyderabad team for the
ongo- ing Vijay Hazare Trophy, was rushed to hospital
) ] after complaining of severe discomfort.
Medical scans revealed testicular torsion, a
. condition that causes sudden and intense
pain and requires immediate surgical inter-
vention. He was subsequently operated
upon at Gokul Hospital.

- A BCCI official said the board’s medical

team sought specialist opinions, which con-
& curred with the need for urgent surgery. “Tilak
underwent successful surgery and is doing
well now. We will update once there is
more clarity on his recovery and ex-
pected return-to-play timeline after
discussions with the medical panel,”
the official told.

In a later statement, the BCCI clar-
ified that the procedure was carried
out on Wednesday, January 7. Tilak
was discharged from hospital on
Thursday morning and is scheduled
to return to Hyderabad on Friday.
“He is currently stable and progress-
ing well,” the board said.

According to the BCCI, Tilak
will resume physical training only
after his symptoms have fully re-
solved and wound healing is satisfac-
tory. He will then gradually return to
skill-based cricketing activities under
medical supervision. While he has been
ruled out of the first three T20Is against
New Zealand, his availability for the
remaining two matches — scheduled
for January 28 and 31 — will be as-
sessed based on his recovery progress.

cal media that Kyrgios could be

O ibcworldnews.com

Former
_ skipper urges
| calm, dialogue
as Bangladesh
weighs long-
term
consequences
of T20WC

. o
Don't be emotional:
Tamim on B'desh'’s

T20WC stance

DHAKA

Former Bangladesh captain
Tamim Igbal has advised the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) to avoid making emo-
tionally driven decisions
while deliberating the nation-
al team’s participation in next
month’s ICC T20 World Cup
in India, warning that any
hasty call could have reper-
cussions for Bangladesh
cricket for years to come.
Bangladesh have expressed
reluctance to tour India for
the tournament, scheduled to
begin on February 7, and have
requested that their matches
be shifted to co-host Sri Lan-
ka, citing security concerns.
The issue gained further trac-
tion after pacer Mustafizur
Rahman was released by IPL
franchise Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers on instructions from the
BCCI for unspecified reasons,
amid reports of attacks on
Hindus in Bangladesh.
Tamim said the current sit-
uation was “critical” and re-
quired careful handling rather
than reactionary responses.
“Many issues can often be re-
solved through dialogue if
everyone comes together,” he
said, stressing the importance
of considering Bangladesh’s
standing in world cricket and

the long-term future of the
sport in the country.

The former opener’s re-
marks come amid strong
statements from Bangladesh
sports ministry advisor Asif
Nazrul, who has taken a hard-
line stance on the venue issue,
invoking national pride and
reflecting a growing anti-In-
dia sentiment within govern-
ment circles. While the BCB
has largely echoed this view,
there are indications that the
board, now headed by Aminul
Islam Bulbul, is not entirely
unified on the approach.

Tamim underlined the need
for the BCB to function inde-
pendently. “Public opinion
will always vary and is often
driven by emotion. If you
start making decisions based
on that, you cannot run such a
big organization,” he said.
“Today’s decisions will have
an impact ten years down the
line.”

The 36-year-old also criti-
cised the daily public state-
ments from both the board
and the government, arguing
that premature disclosures
create confusion and uncer-
tainty. He concluded by urg-
ing authorities to prioritise the
long-term interests of Bangla-
desh cricket and its players
above all else.

Vijay Hazare Trophy: MP hammer
Karnataka to seal quarters ticket

AHMEDABAD

A resolute Madhya Pradesh
delivered a commanding
all-round performance to
thrash defending champions
Karnataka by seven wickets
in a must-win Elite Group A
encounter of the Vijay Haz-
are Trophy, sealing the sec-
ond quarterfinal berth in
dramatic fashion.

With Kerala and
Jharkhand also locked on 16
points alongside Madhya
Pradesh heading into the fi-
nal round of group matches,
the stakes were high for all
three sides. Karnataka,
however, had already se-
cured the top spot and a
knockout ticket. Facing the

Nick Kyrgios has confirmed he
will not compete in the singles
draw at the upcoming Australian
Open, saying his body is not yet
prepared for the physical demands
of five-set tennis. The 30-year-old
Australian, however, will feature
in the doubles event alongside his
close friend and regular partner
Thanasi Kokkinakis when the sea-

January 18.

Kyrgios, who reached the Wim-
bledon final in 2022, has strug-
gled with fitness in recent years.
Multiple wrist and knee surgeries
have severely restricted his time
on court, limiting him to just sev-
en singles tour matches over the
past three seasons and causing his
world ranking to plummet to 670.

Speculation had been rife in lo-

awarded one of the remaining
singles wild cards by Tennis Aus-
tralia. However, the governing
body announced on Friday that
the wild cards would instead go
to 2014 champion Stan Wawrin-
ka, along with Australians Jordan
Thompson and Chris O’Connell.
Wawrinka, now 40, has already
indicated that 2026 will be his fi-
nal season on the ATP Tour.

Bengaluru Open: India’s singles campaign ends

BENGALURU

India’s challenge in the sin-
gles draw came to an
end at the Bengaluru
Open after both A7
Manas Dhamne and
Dhakshineswar
Suresh bowed out in
the quarterfinals at
the SM Krishna Stadi-
um. The defeats meant
there would be no Indian
representation in the semifinals
of the ATP 125 Challenger event.
World No. 556 Manas Dhamne
saw his impressive run halted by
France’s Matteo Martineau,

ranked 319, who won 6-4, 7-6(5).
Despite the straight-sets loss, the
18-year-old’s quarterfinal appear-
ance marked his deepest run at

a Challenger-level tourna-
M ment, underlining his grow-

[ 'C““ 4 ..' 4 ing promise on the profes-

| sional circuit.
Dhakshineswar Suresh,
meanwhile, fought valiantly
before going down 6-7(5),
2-6 to second seed Harold
Mayot of France. The big-serving
Indian, who stands at 6’5" and is
in his final semester at Wake For-
est University in the United
States, struggled with physical
issues and required multiple

medical timeouts during the con-
test. Nevertheless, he showcased
his explosive game, using the ex-
tra bounce offered by the high-al-
titude venue to good effect, par-
ticularly with his kick serves.
The opening set was a closely
fought affair, with both players
holding serve for long periods.
Mayot, however, used his court
awareness and tactical adjust-
ments effectively, employing low
backhand slices to exploit the In-
dian’s movement. The Frenchman
edged the tie-break before capital-
ising on Dhakshineswar’s dip in
intensity and accuracy in the sec-
ond set to close out the match.

NEW DELHI

For India’s young left-arm spinner
Vaishnavi Sharma, cricket was not
just a choice but a destiny foretold
long before she first held a bat or
ball. The 20-year-old from Gwalior
believes her journey into the sport
was “meant to be,” a belief rein-
forced by her father, astrologer Na-
rendra Sharma, who foresaw a fu-
ture in either sports or medicine for
his daughter.

Vaishnavi recalled how her incli-
nation towards sport became clear
early. She began serious practice by
the age of seven and played her first
Under-16 match for Madhya
Pradesh at 11-12, a moment she
considers the true beginning of her
cricketing journey. “From the very
first day, cricket was always my
goal,” she said, adding that nothing
else gives her the same sense of ful-
filment.

Vaishnavi made her India T20 In-
ternational debut last year in a home
series against Sri Lanka, where she
finished as the joint-highest wick-
et-taker for India with five scalps
across five matches. The perfor-
mance marked a major break-
through, especially after a period of

personal disappointment.

She admitted to feeling let down
after going unsold at the Women’s
Premier League auction before the
Sri Lanka call-up. “Of course, it
feels bad when you have expecta-
tions,” she said. However, she chan-
nelled that disappointment into her

hands.”

Her perseverance soon paid
off with a maiden India call-
up. Walking into a dressing
room filled with World Cup
winners was an emotional
and nerve-wracking expe-
rience, but she was warm-
ly welcomed by senior
players.

Vaishnavi continues to
idolise captain Harman-
preet Kaur for her fighting
spirit and Smriti Mandhana for
her mindset of starting afresh
after every contribution. In
bowling, she draws inspiration
from Ravindra Jadeja and Rad-
ha Yadav for their accuracy and
control, as she looks to carve a
lasting place in Indian cricket.

Under-23 commitments for Madhya
Pradesh, choosing not to let emo-
tions affect her performance. “I /
focused only on what was in my

toughest equation, Madhya
Pradesh rose to the occa-
sion, dismantling the group
leaders with 26.4 overs to
spare at the Narendra Modi
Stadium.

The foundation of the em-
phatic win was laid by left-
arm spinner Shivang Ku-
mar, whose brilliant spell of
5 for 45 ripped through
Karnataka’s batting lineup.
Openers Mayank Agarwal
(49) and Devdutt Padikkal
(35) once again provided a
steady start, but the middle
order failed to build on it,
collapsing under sustained
pressure from Shivang and
the supporting cast as Kar-
nataka were bowled out for
207 in 47.4 overs.

It was meant to be: Young India
spinner Vaishnavi on cricket career
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Man City win race to sign Semenyo from
Bournemouth in reported $87 mn deal

Manchester City sign Ghana forward Antoine Semenyo from Bournemouth in £65m deal boosting

MANCHESTER

Manchester City have com-
pleted the signing of Ghana
forward Antoine Semenyo
from Bournemouth, winning
the race for one of the Pre-
mier League’s standout at-
tackers in a deal reportedly
worth £65 million ($87 mil-
lion). The 26-year-old has
agreed to a five-and-a-half-
year contract as City look to
strengthen their squad for
challenges on both domestic
and European fronts.

Semenyo has enjoyed a
stellar season with Bour-
nemouth, scoring 10 goals
and establishing himself as
one of the most dangerous
attackers in English football.
His form had attracted inter-
est from several top clubs,
including Manchester United
and Liverpool, but City
moved decisively to secure
his signature.

The versatile forward adds
further depth to Pep Guardi-

ola’s wide options, which
already include Jeremy
Doku, Savinho, Oscar Bobb
and Omar Marmoush. With
Savinho and Bobb currently
sidelined through injury and

Marmoush away at the Afri-
ca Cup of Nations and strug-
gling for form, Semenyo’s
arrival provides timely rein-
forcement. “I have so much
scope for improvement, so to

World’s oldest professional footballer says age is making him better

At 58, world’s oldest professional
footballer says age is making him better

TOKYO

Kazuyoshi Miura, affection-
ately known as “King Kazu,”
insists time is still on his side
as the world’s oldest profes-
sional football player pre-
pares for yet another season,
approaching his 59th birthday
with undimmed enthusiasm.

Miura was officially un-
veiled on Friday as a new
signing for Fukushima United
FC, a third-division J-League
club, after moving on loan
from Yokohama FC.
Speaking at a press con-
ference in Tokyo, the Jap-
anese icon said his moti-
vation continues to grow,
even as he defies the limits
of age in elite sport.

“My passion only grows
the more I pursue
it,” Miura said.
“Even though
I’m getting
older —I'll be
59 this year
— I feel my
passion is
actually in-
creasing.”

Martinelli sorry
for ‘heat of the
moment’
conduct toward
injured Bradley

LONDON

Arsenal winger Gabriel Marti-
nelli has issued an apology to
Liverpool defender Conor
Bradley following a controver-
sial incident in stoppage time
of last match’s 0-0 Premier
League draw at the Emirates,
admitting his actions were
made “in the heat of the mo-
ment.”

Bradley was left writhing in
pain near the touchline after
landing awkwardly on his left
knee while making a clearance
late in the match. As Liverpool
prepared to deal with the situ-
ation, a visibly frustrated Mar-
tinelli walked over, dropped
the ball on the injured defend-
er, made contact with his knee
and pushed him off the pitch to
restart play. The incident im-
mediately angered Liverpool
players and led to a brief con-
frontation between the two
sides. Martinelli was shown a
yellow card, but the episode
drew widespread criticism af-
ter the final whistle. Taking to
Instagram later, Martinelli said
he had contacted Bradley di-

rectly to apologise.

The veteran forward spent
last season on loan with
fourth-division side Atletico
Suzuka, where he made seven
appearances but did not score.
Despite limited minutes and
goals in recent years, Miura
remains determined to con-
tribute on the pitch rather than
simply serve as a symbolic
figure.

Miura’s professional career

began in 1986 with
&  Santos in Brazil,
= the club immor-

\ talized by Pelé,

and has since
spanned conti-
nents. He has
played profes-
sionally in Ita-
ly, Croatia, Aus-

tralia and Portugal, in addi-
tion to a long and storied ca-
reer in Japan.

In 2017, Miura rewrote
football history by becoming
the oldest player to score in a
professional match at the age
of 50, surpassing a record
previously held by England
great Stanley Matthews.

A trailblazer for Japanese
football, Miura was among
the country’s first global
stars. During the 1990s, he
scored 55 goals in 89 appear-
ances for the national team
and helped elevate the profile
of the sport domestically and
abroad.

“I have a strong desire to
play in matches and perform
well,” Miura said. “I’ll pre-
pare thoroughly and give ev-
erything I have.”

As Fukushima United pre-

pare for the upcoming sea-
son, Miura’s presence offers
not just experience, but a
rare reminder that longevi-
ty in sport is possible —
powered by discipline, re-
silience and an enduring
love for the game.

Men’s HIL: Kalinga Lancers
makes it twoinarow

CHENNAI

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers
showcased resilience and
composure in a thrilling 2-1
victory over defending cham-
pions Shrachi Bengal Tigers
at the SDAT-Mayor Rad-
hakrishnan Stadium, com-
pleting their Chennai leg with
two wins from two matches.
All three goals came in the
final eight minutes of the last
quarter, highlighting the in-
tensity and unpredictability
of the match.

Belgian Olympian Alex-
ander Hendrickx was pivot-
al once again for the Lanc-
ers. He opened the scoring
with a powerful drag-flick
that beat goalkeeper James
Carrin’s outstretched hand.
Hendrickx nearly doubled
the lead moments later, but
Carr managed to block his
second attempt.

Bengal Tigers responded
quickly, with Sukhjeet
Singh receiving a long ball
from centre-back Tommy
Willems on the left of the
goal line. Singh squared it
across the face of the goal,
and Affan Yousuf reacted
sharply to slot the ball
home, leveling the scores.

e

With three minutes re-
maining, the Lancers struck
decisively. Hendrickx’s
drag-flick was parried by
Carr, but Boby Singh Dha-
mi pounced on the rebound
to seal the victory, ensuring
the Lancers maintained
their momentum and per-
fect start to the Chennai leg.

The win emphasized Ka-
linga Lancers’ ability to de-
liver under pressure, with
key players stepping up at
crucial moments. Tigers, in
contrast, ended the first leg
with just one win from three
games and will need to re-
group ahead of the next fix-
tures.

Hendrickx’s brilliance
and the Lancers’ late-game
composure highlight why
the team is being viewed as
one of the most dynamic
sides in this season’s Hock-
ey India League.

be at this club at this stage of
my career is perfect,” Se-
menyo said in a statement
released by City. “It’s a real
privilege to be here. My best
football is yet to come.”

Semenyo marked his final
appearance for Bournemouth
in memorable fashion, scoring
a stoppage-time winner from
outside the box against Totten-
ham Hotspur earlier this week.
Known for his two-footedness
and ability to play on either
flank, he described his style as
unpredictable and difficult to
defend against. “It’s my
God-given talent,” he said.

City’s director of football
Hugo Viana described Semen-
yo as the club’s top target,
praising his Premier League
pedigree, humility and work
ethic. Guardiola’s side cur-
rently sit second in the league,
six points behind Arsenal, and
fourth in the Champions
League standings. Semenyo,
who has never played in the
Champions League, could
make his City debut in Sat-
urday’s FA Cup third-round
tie against Exeter and is eli-
gible for the League Cup
semifinals against Newcastle
next week.

Real Madrid edge Atletico to set up
Clasico Spanish Super Cup final

JEDDAH

Xabi Alonso’s Real Madrid
secured a 2-1 victory over
city rivals Atletico Madrid at
King Abdullah Sports City in
Jeddah, setting up a Clasico
final against Barcelona on
Sunday. Fede Valverde’s fero-
cious free-kick and a Rodrygo
Goes strike earned Los Blan-
cos their fifth consecutive win
across all competitions, while
Alexander Sorloth pulled one
back for Atletico.

Madrid, under Alonso, had
faced scrutiny after inconsis-
tent results toward the end of
2025 but have gradually re-
gained form. Valverde netted
his first goal of the campaign

with a spectacular free-kick in
the second minute, giving
Madrid an early advantage.
“After so many games with-
out scoring, today was a great
game to help the team win,”
Valverde said.

Rodrygo extended Madrid’s
lead in the 55th minute, con-
tinuing his scoring form after
a long drought of 32 games.
Atletico responded three min-
utes later through Sorloth’s
header from a Giuliano Sime-
one cross, but it proved insuf-
ficient to change the outcome.

Alonso defended his team’s
approach, emphasizing the
importance of securing the
win rather than dominating
possession.

Arsenal squandered the oppor-
tunity to open up an eight-
point lead at the top of the
Premier League after being
held to a 0-0 draw by Liver-
pool in difficult conditions at
the Emirates Stadium.

The stalemate marked the
first time this season that
Mikel Arteta’s side failed to
score at home, though the re-
sult was still enough to extend
their advantage over sec-
ond-placed Manchester City to
six points. City’s recent stum-
bles — three consecutive
draws over the past week —
had raised hopes among Arse-
nal fans of a decisive step to-
ward a first league title in 22
years.

Instead, a highly anticipated
clash between the defending
champions and the apparent
title favourites failed to ignite,
with Storm Goretti bringing
torrential rain and swirling
winds that disrupted rhythm
and quality for both sides.

Liverpool, one of only two
teams to beat Arsenal this sea-
son, came closest to breaking
the deadlock before halftime.
A loose backpass from Wil-
liam Saliba nearly gifted the
visitors a goal, with Conor
Bradley’s audacious lob strik-
ing the underside of the cross-
bar as goalkeeper David Raya
scrambled.

The second half saw Liver-

Arsenal miss

chance
to stretch lead in
Liverpool stalemate

LONDON

Gunners held scoreless
at home as stormy
Emirates clash ends
goalless

pool enjoy more possession
and territory, but their attack-
ing threat was blunted by the
absence of key forwards. Al-
exander Isak and Hugo Ekitike
were sidelined through injury,
while Mohamed Salah was
away on Africa Cup of Na-
tions duty. As a result, Arsenal
were rarely tested beyond the
pace of Jeremie Frimpong,
whose final delivery was lack-
ing.

Dominik Szoboszlai threat-
ened with a dipping free-kick,
echoing his match-winning
strike against Arsenal earlier in
the season, but it fell just wide.

At the other end, Viktor
Gyokeres endured another
frustrating outing before being
withdrawn, extending his
open-play goal drought to 10
matches. Arteta introduced
Gabriel Jesus, Noni Madueke,
Eberechi Eze and Gabriel
Martinelli in search of a break-
through, yet Arsenal managed
only late efforts straight at
Alisson Becker.

For Liverpool, the point ex-
tended their unbeaten league
run to 10 matches and moved
them three points clear of
Newcastle and Manchester
United in the race for Champi-
ons League qualification.

‘Would be fun’: Alcaraz, Sinner tease
prospect of teaming up in doubles

SEOUL

Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner, the two dominant
forces of men’s tennis in
2025, have playfully floated
the idea of joining hands in
doubles, even as their rivalry
continues to shape the sport’s
present and future.

Speaking on Friday ahead
of their exhibition match in
Incheon, South Korea, the
friends-turned-rivals admitted
that sharing the court on the
same side is an idea they find
appealing. The match will
serve as their lone warm-up
before the Australian Open
begins on January 18.

“I think it would be fun at
least one time to share the
court in different ways, on the
same side,” said Sinner, the
world No. 2 behind top-
ranked Alcaraz. “For one
tournament, I think it’s great
to do it.”

However, Sinner acknowl-
edged the challenges posed by
the demanding singles calen-
dar, noting that deep runs in

singles events often leave lit-
tle room for recovery before
doubles matches. “We are so
focused on singles that it’s
very difficult,” he said, add-
ing that the idea could be re-
visited later this year or next.
Alcaraz echoed the senti-
ment, admitting the thought
had crossed his mind. “At
least once would be fun,” the
Spaniard said, joking about
their hypothetical roles: “I
think I’'m playing forehand
and he’s playing backhand.”
The two stars dominated
the 2025 season, splitting all
four Grand Slam titles be-
tween them. Alcaraz claimed
the French Open and US

Open, while Sinner lifted the
Australian Open and Wimble-
don trophies, cementing a ri-
valry that has drawn compar-
isons with the Federer-Nad-
al-Djokovic era.

For now, though, their fo-
cus remains firmly on singles
success. Alcaraz, 22, said the
South Korea exhibition was
an ideal way to prepare for
Melbourne, where he is aim-
ing to surpass his previous
best quarter-final finish. He
has also been vocal about the
sport’s congested schedule,
having withdrawn from last
year’s Shanghai Masters due
to physical issues.

Sinner, meanwhile, said com-
parisons with the “Big Three”
were premature. “We want to
make our own story,” he said.
“We need to see how long we
can keep up this level.”

Whether as rivals or poten-
tial partners, Alcaraz and
Sinner continue to captivate
tennis fans — and the pros-
pect of them teaming up,
even briefly, only adds to the
intrigue.

Edwards third-
youngest to
10,000 points

MINNEAPOLIS

Minnesota Timberwolves star
Anthony Edwards etched his
name into NBA history by be-
coming the third-youngest
player to reach 10,000 career
points. The milestone came
during 131-122 win over the
Cleveland Cavaliers, when Ed-
wards sank a fadeaway jumper
in the fourth quarter. At 24
years and 156 days, he trails
only LeBron James and Kevin
Durant in achieving the feat.
Edwards finished with 25
points, nine assists and seven
rebounds, downplaying the
achievement by calling it
“cool” while stressing there is
much more ahead in his career.

Minnesota hold moment of silence for 'unspeakable tragedy’

MINNEAPOLIS

The Minnesota Timberwolves
held a moment of silence on
Friday in memory of Renee
Good, who was shot dead by a
US immigration agent less than
four miles from the Target Cen-
ter on Wednesday. The 37-year-
old’s death prompted an out-
pouring of grief, with Timber-
wolves coach Chris Finch ad-
dressing the tragedy before
tip-off.

“As we all know, our com-
munity has suffered yet another
unspeakable tragedy,” Finch
said. “We want to convey our
condolences and heartfelt wish-

es, prayers, and thoughts to the
families, loved ones, and all
those affected by what hap-
pened.” On the court, Minneso-
ta honored Good’s memory
with a 131-122 victory over the
Cleveland Cavaliers, marking
their fourth consecutive win.
Julius Randle led the Timber-
wolves with 28 points, 11 re-
bounds, and eight assists. Min-
nesota currently sits fourth in
the Western Conference, while
Cleveland, who have lost two
of their last three matches, re-
main eighth in the Eastern Con-
ference.

Elsewhere in the NBA, the
Indiana Pacers ended a 13-
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game losing streak with a 114-
112 victory over the Charlotte
Hornets. The win marked the
1,000th career victory for
coach Rick Carlisle, who has
led the Pistons, Mavericks, and
had two spells with the Pacers
over a 25-year career. Carlisle,

66, becomes the 11th coach to
reach the milestone and the first
since Doc Rivers in 2021.

The Utah Jazz also ended a
five-game losing streak with a
116-114 win against the Dallas
Mavericks in Salt Lake City.
Meanwhile, the Chicago Bulls’
home game against the Miami
Heat was postponed due to
condensation on the United
Center court, which had hosted
an NHL game just 24 hours
earlier. The Timberwolves’ vic-
tory, coupled with the commu-
nity’s tribute, highlighted both
the resilience of the team and
the city’s solidarity in the face
of tragedy.
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