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MOJTABA SUCCEEDS SLAIN FATHER
AS IRAN’S SUPREME LEADER

The choice signals hardlmers firmly in charge; loyahsts take to the streets in support of new leader

Oil tops $100/barrel

TEHRAN

Iran on Monday named Mojta-
ba Khamenei to succeed his
slain father, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, as supreme leader
on Monday, signalling that
hardliners remain firmly in
charge and appearing to close
off any path to a swift end to
war in the Middle East.

As per a statement by the
Assembly of Experts, an
88-member clerical body
tasked with selecting the su-
preme leader, Mojtaba was
bestowed with the power of
leading the war-torn nation
and given the title of Supreme
Leader on March 8.

“Mojtaba Khamenei (56) is
appointed and introduced as
the third leader of the sacred
system of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, based on the decisive
vote of the respected represen-
tatives of the Assembly of Ex-
perts,” the clerical body stated.

It said that the institution
“did not hesitate for a minute”
in choosing a new leader, de-
spite “the brutal aggression of
the criminal America and the
evil Zionist regime”.

Mojtaba, a mid-ranking
cleric with close ties to the
powerful Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC), had
long been viewed by elements
of Iran’s ruling establishment
as a potential successor to his
father, who was killed in the
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In Mojtaba’s honour' Iranfires 3 deadllest
missiles painted with ‘Panicin Israel’

After Mojtaba formally took charge as new supreme
leader, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps marked the
transition by firing its three deadliest missiles, signalling a

ruthless show of loyalty and strength. In footage, one of
the missiles was seen bearing the slogan “At your service,
Mojtaba” and “Panic in Israel”. Tension gripped parts of

Israel as these missiles flew in massive waves shortly

after Mojtaba’s elevation, with sirens blaring and residents
scrambling into shelters. Khamenei Jr's rise and Iran’s
decision to escalate the war on multiple fronts.

US-Israel air strike on Iran on
February 28. IRGC pledged
allegiance on Sunday to the
country’s new supreme leader.

“The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps... is ready for
complete obedience and
self-sacrifice in carrying out the
divine commands of the Guard-
ian Jurist of the time, His Emi-
nence Ayatollah Seyyed Mojta-
ba Khamenei”, the Guards said
in a statement.

Israel launches ‘wide-scale’
strikes across Tehran

JERUSALEM

As Iran’s Assembly of Ex-
perts officially appointed Mo-
jtaba Khamenei as the coun-
try’s third Supreme Leader,
the Israeli military on Mon-
day launched a “wide-scale”
strikes on Tehran, Isfahan and
southern Iran. “The IDF has
just begun a wide-scale wave
of strikes against the infra-
structure of the Iranian terror
regime across Tehran, Isfah-
an, and southern Iran,” the
military said in a statement.
Amid the strikes, thousands
of people gathered at Tehran’s
Enghelab Square to pledge
allegiance to Mojtaba.
Tensions across the region
has intensified as several
countries reported intercept-

‘Won’t rejoin BJP...my J(B
Party will romp home’

NEW DELHI: Expelled BJP MLA
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal
on Monday ruled out rejoin-
ing the saffron party as long
as what he termed a “cor-
rupt family” continues to
lead the party in Karnataka.
Former union minister also
announced that his yet-to-
be-launched JCB Party will
come to power in the state,
and he will become the next
chief minister. Speaking to
reporters, he said he had
not come to the national
capital to meet BJP leaders.
A staunch critic of former
Yediyurappa, he alleged that
the BJP leadership in Karna-
taka was centered around
the Yediyurappa family.

ing Iranian missiles. Turkey
and the United Arab Emirates
said they successfully inter-
cepted missiles launched by
Iran, while Qatar also con-
firmed an interception.

Israel said it was carrying
out fresh military strikes on
three areas in Iran.

New wave of Iranian missiles,
drones target Gulf nations

Iranian missiles and drones
continue to target Gulf, with
Bahrain’s state oil company de-
claring force majeure on Mon-
day for its shipments after its
refinery caught fire in an Irani-
an attack. Gulf airspace has
been shut and oil production
and supply disrupted after Iran
targeted US assets in Gulf
countries in retaliatory attacks.

Born on September 8, 1969 in
Mashhad, Mojtaba is the second
son of the late supreme leader
Khamenei. While the 56-year-
old Shiite cleric has largely kept
a low profile and has never held
public office, he is known to
have considerable clout within
Iran’s complex power structure,
particularly the IRGC. He is
seen as a continuation of his fa-
ther’s legacy and hardline rule.

© More on page 9

‘Iran sought nod
for 3 ships to dock
in Indian ports’

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar amid tensions in
the Indian Ocean region fol-
lowing sinking of an Iranian
warship by the US last week
said on Monday that Iran had
sought India’s permission for
three of its ships to dock at
Indian ports and the approval

was granted the next day.
Jaishankar in a statement
while speaking in Parliament,
== Said that one
'Q;r *‘? Iranian ves-
sel, IRIS LA-
A /] VAN, docked
in Kochi on
o (&ﬂ March 4.
*  He said,
“The Iranian side has requested
permission on February 28 for
three ships in the region to
dock at our ports. This was ac-
corded on March 1. IRIS LA-
VAN actually docked on March
4 in Kochi. The crew is current-
ly in Indian naval facilities.”
“We believe that this was
the right thing to do and the
Iranian foreign minister has
expressed his country’s thanks for
the humane gesture,” he said.

DUBAI

The global benchmark oil
price has climbed above
$100 a barrel for the first
time since 2022 as the esca-
lating conflict involving
Iran, Israel and the US con-
tinues to unsettle global
markets for the straight
10th day.

The sharp rise in oil prices
comes as G7 finance minis-
ters convene an emergency
meeting to discuss the eco-
nomic consequences of the
Middle East tension and its
growing risks to global ener-
gy supplies.

The surge in prices re-
flects mounting fears that
the war could significantly
disrupt energy flows from
the Middle East, particularly
shipments passing through
the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
route that carries about
a fifth of the world’s oil

supply.

for flrst t1me_smce 2022

Brent crude crossed the
$100 threshold on Monday,
marking the first time the
benchmark has reached that
level since 2022, when ener-
gy markets were shaken by

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

US President Donald
Trump described oil price
surge as “short term” and a
“a very small price to pay”
for world peace. UK Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer
said, “The longer the war
goes on, the more likely the
potential for an impact on
our economy’” - and that he’s
working to minimise the ef-
fects on UK businesses.

Petrol, diesel price hike unlikely
unless crude breaches $130: Govt

New Delhi: The adverse effects of the West Asian conflict can be felt in many parts of
the world as the war has left the price of oil soaring in its wake. However, the govern-
ment of India has laid common man’s fears to rest and assured there are no plans to
raise the retail prices for gasoline and diesel as of now. As per government sources,
India is not planning to release oil reserves in coordination with the International
Energy Agency. “Unless crude oil prices breach $130, petrol-diesel prices are unlikely to
increase. The government expects crude ol prices to be hover around $100 per barrel,”
they stated. They reassured that thereis no problem of shortage of petrol and diesel
at any pump in the country and they have also accelerated crude sourcing from routes
outside the Strait of Hormuz. Moreover, India has enough stock of Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) and is a producer and exporter of ATF (Aviation Turbine Fuel). “India is better
placed than other countries. Many countries have approached India for taking stock,”
the sources said. “In a bid to stop hoarding and black marketing, LPG booking period
has beenincreased from 21 to 25 days. There were instances where people who were
earlier booking LPG cylinders in 55 Days has started booking LPG cylinders in 15 days,”
sources said. The government has reportedly ordered refineries to boost LPG output
and give priority to domestic LPG over commercial connections. Moreover, countries
like Algeria, Australia, Canada, Norway have approached to sell LPG.

m Petrol and diesel prices
in India are unlikely to
rise unless global crude
oil prices cross $130 per
barrel.

= There is no fuel shortage
and India has adequate
petrol, diesel and ATF
stocks, say officials.

= LPG booking intervals
have been increased to
25 days to prevent hoard-
ing and ensure a stable
domestic supply.

m Domestic LPG to be
prioritised; Iran sought
permission to dock 3
shipsin Indian ports.

After Birla, Gyanesh?
Oppn for CEC’s removal

NEW DELHI: The I.N.D..A bloc is
planning to submit an im-
peachment notice against
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar in Parlia-
ment in the next few days,
as the Trinamool Congress is
upping the ante against the
poll body chief over Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. The prime
mover of the notice is Tri-
namool Congress whose su-
premo and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee is on a protest from
March 6 against the deletion
of voters from electoral rolls
after the contentious SIR.
Upping the ante, TMC MPs
also submitted notices.

= [ran names Khamenei's suc-
cessor: Iran’s ruling clerics have
appointed slain leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei’s son, Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei, as the coun-
try’s new supreme leader, defying
threats from Israel and the US.

m China opposes targeting of new
supreme leader: China stated it
opposes any targeting of Iran’s
new supreme leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, after the Israeli military
threatened to target any successor
to his slain father, Ali Khamenei.

m Gulf countries report fresh
attacks: Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Kuwait all reported
new attacks. Saudi reported two
deaths from a “projectile” attack.
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‘Indla world’s 2nd
largest arms buyer’

NEW DELHI

India continues to rank among
the world’s top arms import-
ers, emerging as the sec-
ond-largest importer of major
weapons with an 8.2% share
of global arms imports, ac-
cording to a latest data re-
leased by the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI) on ‘Trends in
International Arms Transfers’.

As per the report, India re-
mains the world’s sec-
ond-largest arms importer,
after war-torn Ukraine with a
9.7% share, and the only ma-
jor economy importing weap-
ons on such a scale.

Although India continues to
modernise its military capabil-
ities amid evolving regional
and global security challeng-
es, the latest data also reflect a
gradual decline in defence
imports and rise in domestic
and indigenous production.

According to the think tank,
Russia, France and Israel re-
main India’s top arms suppli-
ers, accounting for 40%, 29%
and 15% of its imports respec-
tively.

As per the data, India ac-
counted for 8.3% of global
arms imports between 2021
and 2025, placing it second
worldwide. Ukraine, currently
engaged in a war with Russia,
topped the list with a 9.7%
share during the same period.

Between 2019 and 2023,
India accounted for around
9.8% of global arms imports,
placing it at the top of the list.
However, the share has fallen
to about 8.3% during 2021-
2025.

War-torn Ukraine
leads the list; India’s
arms imports are driven
by its tensions with
China and Pakistan,
reveals the report.

The findings, released on
Monday in SIPRI’s report
Trends in International Arms
Transfers, 2025, also indicate
a modest reduction in India’s
reliance on imported weapons.
Comparing the previous five-
year period of 2016-2020
with 2021-2025, the report
noted that Indian arms imports
declined by 4%.

The report attributes the de-
cline partly to India’s growing
ability to design and manufac-
ture its own weapons systems,
although domestic pro-
grammes often face signifi-
cant delays.

“Indian arms imports fell by
4.0% between 2016-20 and
2021-25. The decrease can be
partly attributed to India’s
growing ability to design and
produce its own weapons, al-
though there are often sub-
stantial delays in domestic
production,” the report said.

However, SIPRI noted that
India continues to rely
heavily on foreign suppliers
for several key military plat-
forms.

“India’s recent or planned
orders, including up to 140
combat aircraft from France
and six submarines from Ger-
many, indicate its continued
and probably increasing reli-
ance on foreign suppliers,” the
report said.

© More on page 9

Delhi riots case: Sharjeel
gets 10-day interim bail

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court granted 10-day
interim bail to Sharjeel Imam
in Delhi riots case. The Su-
preme Court had earlier this
month granted bail to five ac-
cused in the riots case in rela-
tion to a larger conspiracy case
but denied the same to Shar-
jeel Imam and Umar Khalid.

Additional Sessions Judge
Sameer Bajpai was hearing the
interim bail application filed
by Imam, seeking relief for six
weeks to attend the marriage
scheduled this month.

In an order, the court grant-

ed interim bail from March 20
to 30. Imam is an accused in
the case pertaining to the Feb-
ruary 2020 riots in northeast
Delhi that left 53 people dead
and more than 700 injured.
The violence erupted during
the widespread protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) and
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC).

The Supreme Court, howev-
er, denied relief to activists
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, saying all the accused
in the case did not stand on the
same footing.

DKS marks 6 years as KPCC chief, bats for fresh face

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Tuesday
completed six years in office
as the president of Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC).

Reflecting on his tenure,
Shivakumar said, “Six years
is enough for me,” emphasiz-
ing the need for a fresh face
to lead the party in Karnata-
ka and new ideas within the
party.

In response to queries
about surpassing the 10-year
KPCC tenure of Home Min-
ister Dr G Parameshwara, he
said, “In order to make way

for fresh faces, it is import-
ant to relinquish the post.”
On his next role, he re-
mained non-committal, say-
ing, “Will let you know.”
Shivakumar, a veteran
Congress leader, stressed the
importance of generational
change, noting that he,
Parameshwara, HK Patil, and
Ramalinga Reddy became
ministers after their first
MLA term. “We are seniors
now. Let new leaders
emerge,” he said.
Shivakumar is hosting a
dinner for his party legisla-
tors on Tuesday to mark his
six-year tenure, which began
in 2020 amid the COVID-19

pandemic, replacing Dinesh
Gundu Rao. Despite signal-
ing his exit as KPCC chief,
he has assured that he will
remain active in the “front-
line leadership” of the party.

The anniversary comes
amidst intense, renewed
speculation about a potential
change of guard in state lead-
ership. However, Shivaku-
mar reiterated his commit-
ment to patience and
party discipline, dismissing
talk of any internal revolt or
“Kranti.”

He clarified that discus-
sions about the CM post are
strictly between him, CM
Siddaramaiah, and the party
high command, emphasizing
that his focus has always
been on strengthening the
party, not personal power
struggles.

On allegations of phone

tapping and political moni-
toring, he said he was un-
aware of the same, pointing
out that the issue had been
addressed by the Chief Min-
ister and Home Minister.
Reaffirming his bond with
Siddaramaiah, Shivakumar
described their relationship
as “milk and honey”, and re-
iterated that he knows how to
fight but never for power
within the party.
Shivakumar’s remarks sig-
nal his intention to step aside
gracefully, ensuring opportu-
nities for younger leaders
while consolidating his im-
age as a disciplined and
pragmatic party veteran.
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'Min wants to promote local
‘sale of Mysore silk sarees

Venkatesh was replying to MLA TS Srivatsa, who raised the issue of
simplifying the sales, production and marketing of Mysore silk sarees

Iran war’ 9 fllghts ]
toand from

B’luru cancelled

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Iran-Israel War has
intensified again, and re-
strictions have been im-
posed on Middle Eastern
airspace. As aresult, 9
flights scheduled to arrive
at Bengaluru and 10
flights scheduled to de-
part have been cancelled.
Some flights have been
cancelled at Bangalore
Kempegowda Airport.
Flights to Abu Dhabi, Ri-
yadh, Jeddah, Dammam,
Dubai, Doha routes have
been cancelled. Flights
have been cancelled due
to airspace restrictions
and security reasons. Air-
port authorities have ad-
vised passengers to check
their flight schedules. This
is likely to cause tempo-
rary disruption to passen-
gers travelling to the Mid-
dle East.

Woman found dead
under mysterious
circumstances

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The body of 27-year-old
housewife Supritha was
found under suspicious
circumstances in Hennur
police station limits. The

incident came to light last
night. Supritha (27) was
married to Kiran Kumar
five years ago. While Su-
prita stays at home as a
housewife, her husband

Kiran Kumar works in the
sales team of a private
firm. Suprita’s family has

claimed that she commit-

ted suicide by hanging
herself. However, the Hen-
nur police suspect it to be
a suicide and there is no
clarity on the incident at
the moment. The police
have registered a case and
are investigating.

MLA Basavaraj
Shivaganga’s
PA ends life

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The incident of suicide of
Channagiri MLA Basavaraj
Shivaganga’s PA took
place at a lodge near Up-
parpete in the city and
came to light late. The
deceased has been iden-
tified as Shivakumar, a
native of Davanagere, and
was working as a PA to
Channagiri MLA Basavaraj
Sivaganga. The deceased
Shivakumar Mai had in-
curred a lot of debt. He
had been fired from his
job a few days ago. It is
learnt that he commit-
ted suicide in a lodge
on February 17 after
making a video call to
his wife, saying that he
had had enough of life
and was going to die. The
Upparpet police have
filed a case.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Efforts are underway to en-
hance the production of
high-quality Mysore silk sa-
rees in response to the grow-
ing demand, said Minister K
Venkatesh. There is a strategy
to cease the online sale of silk
sarees and instead promote
local sales, he added.

During the question and an-
swer session on Mysore silk
sarees in the assembly on
Monday, MLA TS Srivatsa
raised the issue of simplifying
the sale, production and sales
of silk sarees. Responding to
this, Venkatesh said, “There is
huge demand for Mysore silk
sarees as 300-400 sarees are
being produced daily. Quality
sarees are prepared with care.
Efforts are being made to in-
crease the production of sa-
rees.”

Srivatsa mentioned that in-
dividuals begin lining up as
early as 3 am to purchase sa-
rees. These sarees are sold as
seconds, which come with a
discount. Consequently, peo-

ple form queues, he stated.
“Women tend to avoid pur-
chasing sarees that are
flawed. As a result, high-qual-
ity sarees are being meticu-
lously woven on looms. The
demand for these quality sa-
rees is substantial. There is
also interest from other states.
Given the demand from both
neighbouring states and inter-
national markets, we will sus-
pend our online service. Our
priority will be to satisfy local
demand first,” he explained.
In the past three years, the
Karnataka Silk Industries
Corporation (KSIC) has pro-

duced a total of 310,667 sa-
rees. Of this total, 309,659
sarees have been sold. The
corporation reported profits of
Rs 46.75 crore for the fiscal
year 2022-23, Rs 73.40 crore
for 2023-24, and Rs 101.15
crore for 2024-25, he dis-
closed.

Meanwhile, raising the is-
sue of the closure of the T
Narasipur silk yarn manufac-
turing unit, Opposition leader
R Ashoka said, the govern-
ment’s decision to shut down
this facility is inappropriate.
The government intends to
construct a stadium in that lo-

cation. Ashok urged the gov-
ernment to reconsider its de-
cision. Minister Byrathi
Suresh supported this stance.

In response, Venkatesh re-
marked that the Chief Minis-
ter had been misled into be-
lieving that there was avail-
able land for a stadium at that
site. Subsequently, he became
aware of the truth. The gov-
ernment has resolved to aban-
don the proposal to utilize
that land. Currently, that land
is not for sale. He emphasized
that the KSIC unit in T Nara-
sipur will remain operational
and will not be closed. A sta-
dium will not be established
there.

Additionally, R Ashok as-
serted that the wages of the
employees at KSIC are inad-
equate. They are generating
substantial profits, and he
suggested that 1% of those
profits should be allocated to
the workers. They have re-
ported a profit of Rs 99 crore;
he proposed that Rs 1 crore
should be distributed among
the employees, he stated.

Airline offers 1K for dented bag,
passenger sues and wins T 17K

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 28-year-old Bengalurean
experienced a similar issue,
but he decided to fight back.
A year and a half on, the con-
sumer forum has concluded
that the airline was negligent
and ordered compensation
and litigation costs.

Saurabh Raperia, a resident
of Old Airport Road and a
member of Air India’s fre-
quent flyer programme, trav-
elled from Delhi to Bengaluru
on September 8, 2024, with a
fragile tag placed on his
checked-in trolley bag. On
arrival at Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport, when he
went to collect his bag, he
found a significant dent on it.
He approached the airline’s
baggage service counter to
lodge a complaint, but the ex-
ecutives allegedly refused to
accept it or issue a Property
Irregularity Report (PIR), in-
stead asking him to raise the
issue via email.

Later that day, he posted
about the incident on X. Air In-

dia responded seeking his tick-
et details, baggage tag number,
and a damage complaint num-
ber. He shared the available
information, noting that no
complaint number was issued
as the staff had refused to reg-
ister his grievance. On Sept 9,
2024, he formally emailed the
airline seeking compensation.
Two days later, Air India of-
fered Rs 500, which was later
revised to Rs 1,000 after he
termed it inadequate.

On December 10, 2024,
Raperia filed a complaint with
the consumer commission.
Air India denied the allega-
tions, contending that there
was no deficiency in service
or unfair trade practice, and

sought dismissal of the com-
plaint. The Commission said,
the opposite party has taken a
defence that, as per its car-
riage policy, if a passenger
leaves the baggage delivery
area without reporting dam-
age, the baggage is deemed to
have been received in good
condition. This defence can-
not be accepted in the present
case, as the complainant has
clearly established that he at-
tempted to report the damage at
the airport itself but was pre-
vented from doing so by the
airline’s own staff. A service
provider cannot rely on an in-
ternational policy when its own
officials have obstructed com-
pliance with it. Citing settled
law, the commission noted that
once damage to checked-in
baggage is established, the
burden shifts to the airline to
prove absence of negligence.
No such evidence was pro-
duced by Air India. The com-
mission, on Feb 17, 2026, di-
rected Air India to pay Rs
7,000 in damages and Rs
10,000 as litigation costs.

Illegal mortgage
on apt land leaves
buyers worried

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Illegal mortgaging of land
used for apartment projects is
emerging as a growing con-
cern, exposing homebuyers to
prolonged legal disputes and
financial uncertainty.

In one such case on
Anekal-Chandapura Road,
residents of an apartment
complex with 384 flats have
spent years battling to secure
ownership rights, after the
land and several flats were al-
legedly mortgaged by the de-
veloper without the knowledge
of buyers. Under property laws,
once apartments are sold, the
land and common areas are
meant to be transferred to a co-
operative society or an associa-
tion of apartment owners. Fear-
ing that the apartments could
be auctioned, the homeowners
approached the debt recovery
tribunal challenging the mort-
gage executed under the SAR-
FAESI (Securitisation and Re-
construction of Financial As-
sets and Enforcement of Se-
curity Interest) Act.
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Paperless land
surveys by end of year
as services go online

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major push for trans-
parency and efficiency, the
Survey, Settlement and
Land Records (SSLR) wing
of the revenue department
has decided to fully digitise
its operations, allowing cit-
izens to apply online for
land surveys, generate
sketches and identify prop-
erty boundaries without
having to visit any govern-
ment office. Officials said
the department plans to
complete the digitisation
process by the end of
2026.

Once rolled out, appli-
cants can submit survey re-
quests, track their status,
and download official doc-
uments from anywhere. The
move is expected to reduce
delays, get rid of middle-
men and curb corruption,
said Venkat Raja, SSLR
Commissioner.

At present, the depart-
ment receives between one
lakh and 1.2 lakh survey
applications every month
from citizens and govern-
ment departments.

The department has al-
ready scanned survey docu-
ments, some of which date
back to the British era. How-

The implementation of
new technology will
avoid exploitation of

farmers by middlemen

and delay in getting the
required documents.

ever, several old records,
akarbands and land extent
measurements, are not in a
readable format.

Many entries, especially
numerical details, are record-
ed in Marathi and other lan-
guages.As part of the drive,
these records will be convert-
ed into accessible digital for-
mats. Accurate land measure-
ments will be extracted from
original footnotes, key survey
documents that record physi-
cal measurements and prop-
erty boundaries.

“The data will then be in-
tegrated into geospatial dig-
ital revenue maps to im-
prove precision. We are us-
ing rover equipment to con-
duct digital surveys to speed
up the process and fix
boundaries more accurate-
ly,” he said.

“We are also creating a
Unique Land Parcel Identi-
fication Number (ULPIN)
for every property to pre-
vent future disputes.,” he
added.

Cab driver held for snatching
gold chains from shopkeepers

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 32-year-old cab driver was arrested for allegedly snatching
chains from shopkeepers and 28 grams of gold ornaments were
recovered from him. On January 29, a condiments store owner
told police a man arrived in a car at night, purchased a cigarette
and was smoking while speaking to his friend seated inside the
vehicle. He asked for another cigarette a little later. When the
shopkeeper handed it over, the accused, later identified as C
Sharanappa allegedly grabbed him by the neck and tried to
snatch his gold chain. Though the victim resisted, Sharanappa
managed to pull away a portion of the chain and fled the spot.
In another incident on February 3, a shopkeeper told police two
men arrived on a two-wheeler. One of them pretended to pur-
chase an item and suddenly snatched his 24-gram gold manga-

lya chain before escaping.

HC denies bail to contractor
in recruitment exam fraud

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Terming him a habitual of-
fender, the Kalaburagi bench
of Karnataka high court has
denied bail to RD Patil, also
known as Rudragouda, the
alleged mastermind behind
several recruitment examina-
tion fraud cases.

Patil was arrested in No-
vember 2023 by a special
team of criminal investiga-
tion department (CID) led
by Raghavendra K Hegde,
superintendent of police
with the financial intelli-
gence unit. The arrest was
made under the Karnataka
Control of Organised Crime
Act (KCOCA).

He is currently in judicial
custody at Mysuru Central
Prison.The CID arrested Patil
in connection with alleged
malpractices in the First Divi-
sion Assistant (FDA) And
Second Division Assistant
(SDA) recruitment examina-
tions conducted by the Karna-
taka Examinations Authority.

According to the
chargesheet, Patil, a Class I
civil contractor from Kalabu-
ragi, supplied electronic de-
vices such as Bluetooth devic-
es and walkie-talkies to can-
didates to help them cheat in
the examinations. Investiga-
tors also accused him of or-
ganising similar scams in
multiple recruitment tests.

Bluru to revive mun1c1pal bonds, targets 1K cr

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) is preparing to
revive municipal bonds as a
financing tool for city infra-
structure, with plans to mobil-
ise about Rs 1,000 crore in
the initial phase. Bengaluru
also has historical precedent
in this area.

The erstwhile Bangalore Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)
was among the first urban bod-
ies in India to issue municipal
bonds in 1997.

Officials say the renewed
push is intended to revive that
model while aligning the city
with broader reforms in urban
finance. Confirming the plan,
additional chief secretary,
UDD, Tushar Girinath told that
GBA was working towards

HUMANITY TOWARDS STRAY DOGS

preparing Bengaluru’s five city
corporations to access financial
markets.

The initial aim is to raise Rs
1,000 crore through the munic-
ipal bonds. The initiative is
aimed not only at raising
funds but also at improving
the financial systems and
transparency of municipali-
ties. Before issuing bonds,
civic bodies must undergo
credit rating assessments

and document their assets,
revenue streams, and ﬁnan—
cial health, Tushar Girinath
said.

The basic plan to leverage
the instrument found a men-
tion in the Karnataka State
Budget 202627, where Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah an-
nounced that corporations un-
der the GBA framework
would mobilise resources for
development works by issuing

municipal bonds based on their
balance sheets.

We will have to put our as-
sets and revenue streams up for
assessment. Once we get a
proper credit rating, we can
float bonds and expect a better
response from investors,
Tushar Girinath said. To pre-
pare for the bond issuance, the
state government is working
with intermediaries and finan-
cial institutions, including the
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Corporation (HUDCO),
to compile documentation and
establish the required financial
processes.

Authorities stressed that the
broader goal is to make mu-
nicipal corporations financial-
ly credible institutions that
can access multiple funding
sources.

5 city corporations ldentljfy 498 feedmg spots for stray dogs in B’luru city

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The five city corporations
have identified 498 feeding
spots for street dogs in an ef-
fort to strike a balance be-
tween animal welfare and
public safety, making these
locations the only official
spaces within city limits to
feed strays.

In the long run, the city cor-
porations plan to establish at
least 2-3 feeding zones per
ward. With a total of 369
wards, the total feeding zones
could exceed 700. Those

feeding stray dogs should pro-
vide food strictly at the
marked spots and ensure the
area is cleaned afterwards. No
bowls or plates will be pro-
vided at the sites, citizens
must feed the dogs and leave
the place hygienic.

The move has sparked a de-
bate. With limited staff to
monitor feeding points, critics
argue the responsibility ap-
pears to rest largely on citi-
zens rather than the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA).

Questions have also been
raised about practical chal-

lenges: should feeders wait
until the dogs eat, could stale

food be dun&ped at the feed-
ing spots, and whether irregu-

lar feeding could trigger terri-
torial conflicts or behavioural
changes among stray packs.
According to officials, ‘feed-
ing point’ signboards will be
installed at the approved sites.
The initiative follows Su-
preme Court and Animal Wel-
fare Board of India guidelines
to promote structured feeding,
reduce dog aggression, and
support sterilisation and vac-
cination drives.

With these feeding spots,
BBMP’s plan to feed the stray
dogs regularly has been re-
voked, sources added. Benga-

luru North and South corpora-
tions plan to increase the
number of feeding zones. An
official from South city cor-
poration said the current spots
are based on the old ward sys-
tem and would be expanded
for better accessibility. An
animal husbandry official
said, here, the responsibility
lies mostly on the public. We
are understaffed to monitor
every feeding zone.

North City Commissioner
Pommala Sunil Kumar said,
seventy spots are definitely
not sufficient for my corpora-

tion; we will increase the
number soon. In the mean-
time, animal activist Sujaya
Jagadeesh said multiple spots
are necessary as packs of
dogs would not share com-
mon feeding spots because of
their territorial nature.

GBA should ensure the al-
located feeding spots are
clean, away from rubbish and
human disturbance, reflecting
respect for these living crea-
tures. GBA must prioritise
humane and practical solu-
tions and not do things
arbitrarily.
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Power outage
scheduledin
Honnavar, Bhatkal

Karwar
HESCOM has announced
a power outage in Hon-
navar and Bhatkal taluks
on March 11and 12 due to
urgent replacement of
jumpers at four locations
onthe 110 KV line. Elec-
tricity will be suspended
from1:30 pmto 4 pmon
both days. Consumersin
the affected areas are ad-
vised to plan accordingly
and cooperate during the
maintenance work. The
KPTCL official urged the
public to be cautious and
ensure safety of electrical
appliances during the
outage. This preventive
work aims to maintain a
stable power supply in
the region.

Fody

INTERNATIONAL

WQMEN’S DAY

Girls’ Hostel
hosts International
Women’s Day

Koppal
The Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Post-Matric Girls’ Hostel
celebrated International
Women'’s Day 2026 with
support from the Na-
tional Integrated Medi-
cal Association Wom-
en’s Unit, Koppal, and
Ayushman Arogya Man-
dir, Kamanur. The pro-
gram focused on per-
sonal hygiene and
health awareness for
hostel girls, along with
health check-ups. Dr.
Kasturi Karamudi, Presi-
dent of the Women’s
Unit, inaugurated the
event and spoke on
cleanliness and health
maintenance. Doctors
Bhagyashree Gaya, Ka-
vita Hatti, Rudrakshi
Devara Gudi,and Uma
Patil also addressed the
students. Hostel warden
Jahanara Jalihala and
numerous students ac-
tively participated in the
event, making it a suc-
cessful celebration.
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Bamara community opposes
" internal reservationin state

Venkatesh Pandurang Pammara said internal reservation debates ignored
Scheduled Caste B and C groups in recent university and BDA recruitments

HUBBALLI

Leaders of the Banjara com-
munity have opposed the
proposal for internal reserva-
tion among Scheduled Castes
and urged the State govern-
ment to continue recruitment
based on the old reservation
system. They said the present
move has created confusion
and injustice for several
communities.

Addressing the media, Ban-
jara Samaj youth leader Ven-
katesh Pandurang Pammara
said that in the name of inter-
nal reservation, several
Scheduled Caste groups are
being ignored in recent re-
cruitments. He pointed out
that in recruitments conducted
by University of Agricultural
Sciences, Dharwad, Rajiv
Gandhi University of Health
Sciences and the Bangalore

Development Authority, no
posts were reportedly allotted
to Scheduled Caste category
B and C groups.

He said this situation has
affected communities such as
Banjara, Bhovi, Korama, Kor-
ach, Bhajantri and Dombar,
which already face social and
economic difficulties. Many

students from these groups
are struggling to get jobs as
recruitment processes have
been delayed.

Pammara welcomed the
government’s recent an-
nouncement that recruitment
and educational admissions
may continue under the earli-
er reservation system. He de-

manded that new recruitment
notifications be issued imme-
diately so that eligible candi-
dates can get opportunities
without further delay.

He also said the total reser-
vation should remain within
the 50 percent limit and
should follow constitutional
guidelines. According to
him, 15 percent reservation
should be given to Scheduled
Castes and 3 percent to
Scheduled Tribes, as per ear-
lier provisions.

The Banjara community
has also demanded that the
government consult commu-
nity leaders before taking any
decision on internal reserva-
tion. They warned that imple-
menting such policies while
the matter is pending in court
could lead to legal complica-
tions and further confusion in
society.

International

Women’s Day

celebration in
Karwar

KARWAR

The District Administration,
Zilla Panchayat, Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment, along with the Karnata-
ka State Women’s Commis-
sion, District Legal Services
Authority, and other local
authorities, will jointly orga-
nize the International Wom-
en’s Day celebration on
March 10 at 10 am at the Zil-
la Panchayat Hall, Karwar.

The program will be inau-
gurated by Additional District
Sessions Judge F.S.T.C-1
Pratibha B. Kulkarni, while
District Magistrate K. Laksh-
mi Priya will preside. Key
officials expected to partici-
pate include Senior Civil
Judge Divyashri C.M., Zilla
Panchayat CEO Dr. Dileesh
Shashi, SP Deepan M.N.,
Deputy Directors from Edu-
cation, Tourism, and Child
Protection, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Police,
Labour, Forest, and Mines
departments.

Disability, senior citizen
service organizations
must register

KARWAR

The District Disability and Senior Citizen Empowerment
Department has directed all organizations running activities
for the disabled and senior citizens to register on the Seva
Sindhu Online portal. Centers such as special schools, phys-
iotherapy centers, training centers, residential facilities, and
others working for persons with disabilities must register
under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. Sim-
ilarly, organizations serving senior citizens must register
under the Senior Citizens Protection Act, 2007.

Officials warned that failure to register could lead to legal
action under the respective acts. Voluntary organizations
running schools for mentally challenged children must also
register under the National Trust Act to participate in
schemes like Niramaya, and renewals for the 2026-27 cycle

are required.

For assistance or further details, organizations can contact
the Department of Empowerment of Disabled and Senior
Citizens, Gopura Niwas, Linganayak Wada Road, Karwar,
at 08382-200758, said District Officer Raghavendra G.

Bhatta.

The four-kilometre Halaga—Macche stretch will divert heavy Goa-Hubballi
traffic from Belagavi, easmg congestion near major hlghways and landmarks

Belagav1 bypass road work
nearing completion

BELAGAVI

Work on parts of the Halaga—
Macche bypass road in Be-
lagavi will be completed by
the end of this month, said
BJP Member of Parliament
Jagadish Shettar after review-
ing the progress of infrastruc-
ture projects in the district.

Speaking to reporters after
a meeting with officials from
the district administration,
National Highways Authority
of India, Railways and the air-
port authorities, Shettar said
the entire 13.33-kilometre by-
pass road project is expected
to be completed by the end of
this year.

The four-kilometre Halaga—
Macche stretch connects the
Pune—Bengaluru National
Highway near Suvarna Soud-
ha with the Belagavi—Goa
National Highway near Vis-
vesvaraya Technological Uni-
versity. Once completed, the
bypass is expected to reduce
traffic congestion in the city
by diverting heavy vehicles
travelling between Goa and
Hubballi away from Belaga-
vi’s main roads.

Officials informed the MP
that work on the service road

related to the bypass project is
likely to be completed by
April. They also said that the
six-lane Belagavi—Sankesh-
war highway project is now in
the final stages of completion.

Progress is also being made
on the proposed Belagavi—
Hungund—Raichur highway
project. Officials said that
most of the land acquisition
for the 43.8-kilometre
Phase-1 stretch has already
been completed.

Regarding the Belagavi—
Kittur—-Dharwad railway line
project, Deputy Commission-
er Mohammad Roshan said
the first phase of land acqui-
sition covering about 1,200
acres has been completed.
The State government has

sanctioned 350 crores as com-
pensation for farmers who
lost their land. After the pro-
cess is completed, tenders for
railway construction will be
invited.

Officials also sought per-
mission to change traffic
routes near the railway cross-
ing at Tilakwadi to facilitate
the construction of a second
lane of the railway over-
bridge.

Shettar added that develop-
ment work at Belagavi Air-
port has been delayed as the
Indian Air Force has not yet
handed over the required
land. He said he would raise
the issue with the central au-
thorities to speed up the
process.

Savita Samaj demands protection law for barbers

GADAG

Leaders of the Savita Samaj
have urged the State govern-
ment to ensure safety and dig-
nity for barbers by imple-
menting a law to protect their
profession.

Speaking at a meeting or-
ganised by the Gadag District
Savita Samaj, its president
Krishna H. Hadapada said
barbers play an important role
in society by maintaining hy-
giene and personal grooming.
However, many workers in
the profession face insecurity
and lack of support.

He said the government
should introduce a “Protec-
tion of Professional Dignity
Act” to prevent abuse or
physical harassment of bar-
bers. Strict legal action should
be taken against those who
insult or attack people work-
ing in this profession, he add-
ed.

Hadapada also demanded
that the government provide
free professional health safety
kits to barbers. Similar to pro-
tective equipment used by
doctors, these kits would help
barbers protect themselves
from infections and health

risks while working closely
with customers.

He further said special
treatment facilities should be
provided in government hos-
pitals for barbers who suffer
from skin diseases or respira-
tory problems caused by their
profession.

Leaders of the community
also urged the government to
start “Government Friendly
Salons” in every taluk head-
quarters. Under this proposal,
barbers working in such sa-
lons would receive govern-
ment support and social secu-
rity benefits.
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Kannadlgas cultural
conference held
in Bicholim Goa

KARWAR

The 16th Cultural Conference
of Kannadigas was held at Hi-
rabai Chante Bhavan near
Shantadurga Circle in Bicho-
lim, Goa on Monday. The
programme was organised by
Karmabhoomi Kannada Sang-
ha in collaboration with the
Karnataka Border Area De-
velopment Authority.

The event began with a
traditional Poorna Kumbha
welcome ceremony at
the Shantadurga Temple. Pra-
mod Sawant, Chief Minister
of Goa, inaugurated the
ceremony.

During the programme,
Karnataka Border Area De-
velopment Authority Presi-
dent Somanna Bevinamarada
and Secretary Prakash Matti-
halli submitted a request to
the Goa Chief Minister seek-
ing permission to construct a
Kannada Bhavan in Goa.
They said land has already
been acquired for the project
and reminded the government
about its earlier assurance to
allow construction.

They explained that nearly
five lakh Kannadigas are liv-
ing in Goa and the proposed
Kannada Bhavan would serve

Somanna Bevinamarada
and Prakash Mattihalli
requested the Goa Chief
Minister’s permission to
build a Kannada Bhavan
on already acquired land

as a cultural centre for the
community.

Several religious leaders
and dignitaries attended the
conference, including Brah-
mashanandacharya Swamiji
of Sri Datta Padmanabha
Peetha and S. B. Chan-
drashekar Shivacharya Ma-
haswamy of Hiremath
Hukkeri.

The conference was formal-
ly inaugurated by Premendra
V. Shet, MLA of Mayem and
Chairman of the Goa State
Horticulture Board.

Former MP Anna Saheb
Jolle, former Goa Speaker
Rajesh Patnekar and several
other leaders also attended the
event.

The cultural programme
featured various performances
including group dances, folk
dances, Bharatanatyam, wom-
en’s traditional dance and
painting displays presented by
artists and participants from
different regions.

Puttaraja birth
anniversary celebrated
with music festival

GADAG

The 112th birth anniversary
of renowned saint and musi-
cian Puttaraja Gawai was cel-
ebrated with devotion and
cultural programmes at Dev-
agiri village in Gadag district
on Monday.

The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the Ganagand-
harva Kala Trust, Dr. P. Putta-
raja Kavi Gawai Music
School, Department of Kanna-
da and Culture and Dr. P. A.
Puttaraja Kavi Gawai Ashram.

The celebration began with
a procession carrying the por-
trait of Puttaraja Gawai
through the village. This was
followed by a mass wedding
ceremony and a musical festi-
val featuring singers and mu-
sicians from different parts of
the country.

The programme was presid-
ed over by Veeranna Hombar-
di. Several religious leaders
including Mahantaprabhu
Mahaswami of Shegunisi Vi-
raktamatha and Maheshwara

Shivacharya Mahaswami of
Kudala Nanjeshwara Math
attended the event and blessed
the gathering.

During the function, the Sri
Guru Puttaraja Award was
presented to Hemarajashastri
Hiremath of Hediggonda. The
Kirtana Sri Award was given
to Mahesh Gadaginamath of
Koppal, while the Vadya Sri
Award was presented to Man-
junatha Bhat of Kumta. Each
awardee was honoured with a
cash prize of %5,000.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Basavaraj Shivan-
na, MLA, and attended by
Salim Ahmed, Member of the
Legislative Council, along
with other dignitaries.

Cultural performances, in-
cluding a Bharatanatyam
dance by Gayatri Hiremath of
Dharwad, attracted the audi-
ence.

Many devotees, local resi-
dents and members of various
associations from Devagiri
and nearby villages participat-
ed in the celebration.

Doctors and Health Staff to
Begin Strike from March 11

HUBBALLI

Doctors and healthcare staff
of the Health and Medical Ed-
ucation Department in Dhar-
wad district have announced
a strike starting March 11 to
press for their long-pending
demands, with an indefinite
strike scheduled to begin on
March 16 if their concerns are
not addressed.

Devidas Shantikar, Presi-
dent of the Dharwad district
unit of the State Health and
Medical Education Depart-
ment Employees Association,
told reporters that during the
first phase of the strike from
March 11 to 15, doctors in

district and taluk hospitals, as
well as at community and pri-
mary health centres, will wear
black badges and attend only
to emergency cases. Out-Pa-
tient Department (OPD) ser-
vices will be suspended
during this period.

The second phase, starting
March 16, will see an indefi-
nite strike if the government
does not act on the demands.
Shantikar emphasized the
need for timely supply of
medicines to all government
hospitals, revision of cadre
and recruitment rules every
three years, and periodic pub-
lication of seniority lists for
all cadres in the department.

| STUDENTS MEDIA EMPOWERMENT

MLA promises digital studio for college journalists

GANGAVATHI

Janardhana Reddy, MLA from
Gangavathi, has promised to
build a digital studio for the
journalism department of Sri
Kolli Nageshwara Rao Gan-
gaiah Government First
Grade College after April.
He made the announcement
while speaking at the launch
of the “Yuvavani” magazine
and “College Ranga” publica-
tion organised in the college
auditorium on Monday. The
programme was held under
the leadership of the journal-
ism department in association
with the Internal Quality As-
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surance Cell.

Reddy said journalism
plays a vital role in society by
highlighting social issues and

holding leaders accountable.
He described the press as the
fourth pillar of democracy
and encouraged students to

use journalism as a tool to
bring positive change in
society.

He also assured that ar-
rangements would be made
for journalism students to
visit the Vidhana Soudha in
Bengaluru at his own ex-
pense so they can understand
the functioning of the State
administration.

Senior journalist and mem-
ber of the Karnataka Media
Academy K. Ningajja, who
attended as chief guest, said
journalism education in col-
leges is becoming more active
and students now have many
opportunities in the media

field. He also promised to
provide books published by
the academy to the college
library.

College Principal Shivaraj
Gurikara presided over the
programme and appreciated
the efforts of the journalism
department. He thanked
the MLA for assuring support
to improve facilities for
students.

Several faculty members,
college development commit-
tee members and students at-
tended the event where
the magazines were officially
released and guests were
felicitated.
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Opposition MPs protest
in Parliament over issues

Opposition leaders warned Gulf tensions could disrupt global oil prices, impacting
India’s economy, mcreasmg fuel costs, and causing serious social consequences

DAVANAGERE

Members of the opposition
staged a protest near the Ma-
kar Dwar entrance of the Par-
liament House of India in
New Delhi, raising concerns
over international develop-
ments and demanding a clear
response from the Central
government.

Among those who joined
the protest was Prabha Mal-
likarjun, Member of Parlia-
ment from Davangere. The
protest was led by Rahul
Gandhi, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha.

Opposition leaders ex-
pressed concern about the
ongoing conflict and rising
tensions in the Gulf region,
saying the situation could
have serious economic and
social impacts. They warned
that continued instability
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may lead to an increase in
global oil prices, which could
affect the Indian economy
and raise fuel costs in the
country.

Leaders also pointed out
that a large number of Indi-

ans live and work in Gulf
countries. If tensions in-
crease further, they feared
that Indian citizens in the re-
gion could face difficulties
related to safety, employment
and travel.

During the protest, opposi-
tion MPs accused the Central
government of not providing
a clear and detailed response
regarding the issue. They
said the government must ex-
plain the steps being taken to
protect national interests and
ensure the safety of Indians
living abroad.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prabha Mallikarjun said it is
the responsibility of the op-
position in a democratic sys-
tem to question government
policies and decisions. He
added that raising public is-
sues and offering alternative
views are essential for a
healthy democracy.

Opposition members also
said that attempts to suppress
the voice of the opposition
would ultimately weaken the
voice of the people in the
country.
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Private bus
overturns at Alvanki
Ghat, five Injured

Bhatkal
Five passengers were
injured after a private
bus overturned at Al-
vanki Ghat near Gear-
soppa in Honnavar ta-
luk of Uttara Kannada
district on Sunday
night. The bus, belong-
ing to Sri Kumar Trav-
els, was travelling from
Bhatkal to Bengaluru
via Honnavar around
8.30 pm. Police said
the driver reportedly
lost control while pass-
ing through the ghat
section, causing the ve-
hicle to overturn. The
injured passengers
were immediately
shifted to Honnavar
Government Hospital
for treatment. Police
rushed to the spot
soon after receiving in-
formation and began
an investigation. A case
has been registered
at Honnavar police
station.

BSNA service
centersopen
on holidays

Haveri
To help the public pay
BSNA telephone bills in
March, BSNA customer
service centers in Haveri
will remain open on all
Sundays and holidays
this month. Junior offi-
cials of the Haveri
BSNA office said this
step aims to make bill
payment convenient for
citizens. Residents are
advised to visit their
nearest service centers
during holidays to avoid
delays and ensure
timely payment. The
centers will provide reg-
ular services, and offi-
cials urged the public to
make use of this facility
to stay updated on bill
payments without any
inconvenience.

Officials were warned that mobile phones, calculators, and electronics are
banned in exam centres with supervisors also prohlblted from using them

Officials told ensure transparent
conduct of SSLC exams

KOPPAL

Suresh B. Itnal, Deputy Com-
missioner of Koppal district,
has directed officials to take
all necessary steps to conduct
the 2026 SSLC annual exam-
inations in a disciplined and
transparent manner without
any irregularities.

He issued the instructions
during a preliminary meeting
organised by the Department
of School Education and Lit-
eracy at the J.H. Patel Hall of
the Koppal Zilla Panchayat on
Monday.

The SSLC examinations
will be held from March 18 to
April 2 across the district. Of-
ficials were instructed to
strictly follow examination
rules and guidelines to ensure
the process remains fair and
smooth. Adequate seating ar-
rangements, drinking water
and toilet facilities must be
provided at all examination
centres, he said.

Special attention should

also be given to students with
disabilities. Arrangements
should be made on the ground
floor for such students, while
visually impaired candidates
must be provided separate
rooms and approved writing
assistants.

Officials were also warned
that mobile phones, calcula-
tors and other electronic de-
vices are strictly prohibited
inside examination centres.
Even room supervisors are
not allowed to use mobile
phones during the examina-
tion period.

Somashekar Gowda Patil,
Deputy Director of the depart-

ment, said a total of 25,556
candidates have registered for
the examinations this year,
including 23,001 fresh stu-
dents.

He added that the examina-
tions will be conducted at 74
centres in the district, includ-
ing 23 in Gangavathi taluk, 21
in Koppal taluk, 15 in Kushta-
gi taluk and 14 in Yelaburga
taluk.

Necessary arrangements,
including secure handling of
question papers and seating
for students, are being com-
pleted to ensure smooth con-
duct of the examinations
across the district.
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Crackdown begins on
illegal resorts near Gokarna

GOKARNA

The taluk administration has
started action to clear unau-
thorized resorts built along
the coast in Dubbanasashi vil-
lage near Gokarna in Kumta
taluk of Uttara Kannada dis-
trict. The resorts were report-
edly constructed in violation
of Coastal Control Zone rules.

According to officials, Sri-
krishna, Tahsildar of Kumta,
has ordered the removal of 44
illegal resorts located in Dub-
banasashi and Nadumaskeri
areas along the Arabian Sea
coast.

However, the eviction pro-
cess has been temporarily
halted for 16 resorts after
their owners obtained a stay
order from the Karnataka
High Court. Of the remaining
28 resorts, seven owners have
agreed to vacate the proper-
ties voluntarily.

Officials said the adminis-
tration will seize and demol-
ish the remaining 21 resorts
as per legal procedures. Au-
thorities have begun prepara-
tions to carry out the opera-
tion soon.

As a precautionary mea-

Prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik

Suraksha Sanhita were
imposed for 24 hours
from March 9 morning in
Dubbanasashi,
Gangekolla, and
Bhavikodla to prevent
incidents

sure, prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
have been imposed for 24
hours starting from the morn-
ing of March 9. The restric-
tions are in place in Dubban-
asashi, Gangekolla and Bha-
vikodla villages to prevent
any untoward incidents

during the operation.

Meanwhile, resort owners
and workers staged a protest
in Dubbanasashi, claiming
that the eviction would affect
their livelihoods. They urged
the government to reconsider
the decision and provide re-
lief.

Local MLA Dinakar Shetty
visited the protest site and ex-
pressed support for the dem-
onstrators. He stated that the
resorts should not be vacated
immediately and called for
discussions with authorities.

Due to the tense situation,
heavy police security has
been deployed along the
Gokarna coast to maintain
law and order during the on-
going eviction process.
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Kumaraswamy donates ?1
lakh for temple construction

GADAG

Union Minister for Steel and
Heavy Industries H. D. Ku-
maraswamy has donated <1
lakh for the construction of a
new temple dedicated to Sri
Mariyamma Devi in Ankali
village of Shirahatti taluk,
Gadag district.

A delegation from the Mari-
yamma Temple Trust met the
Union Minister in Bengaluru
and requested financial sup-
port for the temple project.
Responding positively to their
appeal, Kumaraswamy ex-
tended assistance by issuing a
cheque of one lakh rupees for
the temple’s construction.

The donation was handed
over through his close aide
Gangadhar Hombale Math.
The gesture was welcomed by
the villagers and members of
the temple trust, who ex-
pressed gratitude for the sup-
port toward preserving their
place of worship.

Several elders from Ankali
village were present during
the occasion, including Fak-
kireddy Godapatti, Babureddy
Donnuru, Halesh Prachar,
Shambhu Hiremath, Ningap-
pa Hirijan, and Suresh Mel-
mani, who appreciated the
minister’s contribution to the
religious and cultural devel-
opment of their village.

Lawyers rally
support for Asif
Ali elections
KOPPAL

Senior advocate S. Asif Ali of
Koppal is receiving widespread
support in the Karnataka State
Bar Council Elections 2026 as
he contests for a State Commit-
tee member post. Campaigning
across various districts and ta-
luk centers, Ali has urged voters
to give him their first-prefer-
ence vote on March 11. During
his campaign at the Allina Dis-
trict and Taluk Advocates' Hall,
he highlighted his commitment
to the development of the Bar
Council, strengthening the legal
organization, and ensuring bet-
ter justice for the public. Sup-
porters emphasized his past
contributions to the association
and said he deserves another
opportunity to work honestly
for the welfare of lawyers and
the legal system. Numerous
lawyers and organizations
across the state have actively
campaigned for him, appealing
to colleagues to back Asif Ali,
citing his dedication and efforts
for the all-round progress of the
Bar Council.

Steps planned for meaningful
Mahavir Jayanti celebration

KOPPAL

Preparations are underway to
celebrate Sri Bhagwan Maha-
vir Jayanti on March 31 in a
meaningful manner, said
Karnakumara, Assistant Di-
rector of the Kannada and
Culture Department. He
spoke at a preliminary meet-
ing held at Keswan-2 Hall in
the Koppal District Commis-
sioner’s office on Monday.
The celebration will be or-
ganized in collaboration with
the District Administration,
Zilla Panchayat, and Kanna-
da and Culture Department.
A grand procession featuring
the portrait of Sri Bhagwan
Mahavir will begin at 8:30
am from Sahitya Bhavan and

KOPPAL

Karate is an important sport
that everyone should learn
for self-defense, and it
should be made compulsory
in schools and colleges, said
Vitthal Jabagowdara, Assis-
tant Director of the Youth
Empowerment and Sports
Department in Koppal.

He was speaking during a
karate demonstration and belt
distribution programme held
at the District Stadium on
Gadag Road as part of Inter-
national Women’s Day cele-
brations. The event was orga-

nized jointly by the Zilla
Panchayat, Minority Welfare
Department, Youth Empow-
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proceed to the Sri Muni Surat
Jain Mandir, encouraging
public participation and de-
votion.

Following the procession,
a stage program will be held
at MP Palace at 11:30 am.
The program will include
worship, a special lecture on
the life and teachings of
Sri Bhagwan Mahavir, and
other cultural activities to
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Karate training e ncouraged for students’ self defense

erment and Sports Depart-
ment, Karate India Organiza-
tion, and the National Street

promote his message of
peace, non-violence, and so-
cial harmony.

Karnakumara emphasized
that the success of the Jayan-
ti celebrations depends on
the cooperation of communi-
ty leaders, public representa-
tives, and citizens. He urged
everyone to actively partici-
pate and support the event to
make it truly meaningful and
inspiring for the entire
district.

Officers and staff from var-
ious departments, along with
community leaders including
Mahendra Chopra, attended
the meeting to discuss ar-
rangements, logistics, and
roles for the upcoming
celebrations.

Take care of health during intense summer heat

KOPPAL

With summer heat intensify-
ing across the district, Dis-
trict Health and Family Wel-
fare Officer Dr. T. Lingaraj
has urged residents, espe-
cially pregnant women, lac-
tating mothers, children, and
the elderly, to take necessary
precautions to stay healthy.
Dr. Lingaraj advised peo-
ple to increase water intake
and consume fluids like but-
termilk, coconut water, and
fresh fruit juices. He also
recommended eating vegeta-
bles and fruits with high wa-
ter content. Light-colored,
loose cotton clothing and
breathable footwear are ide-
al, and precautions like
wearing sunglasses, using
umbrellas, and carrying tow-
els can help protect against

the sun.

Daily routines should con-
sider local weather reports
from radio, television, and
newspapers. People working
outdoors, such as farmers or
laborers, are advised to carry
out strenuous tasks before
11 a.m. or after 4 p.m., and

to rest in shaded areas
during peak heat. Walking
under the sun should always
be done in slippers.

Dr. Lingaraj also warned
against excessive consump-
tion of tea, coffee, sugary
carbonated drinks, and alco-
hol. In case someone shows
symptoms like stuttering,
confusion, or fainting, they
should be moved to shade,
lie down, elevate their legs,
and rest. Immediate medical
attention should be sought
by visiting the nearest health
center or calling 108/102 if
heat-related health problems
occur.

The Health Department
emphasized that following
these steps can prevent
heat-related illnesses and
protect the community
during the summer season.

Karate Academy. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated by
distributing dragon sticks to
students.

Jabagowdara said karate
training not only strengthens
the body but also helps de-
velop a healthy mind. He
added that organizing such a
programme on International
Women’s Day is meaningful,
as self-defense skills are es-
pecially important for young
girls and students.

Around 250 students from
APJ Abdul Kalam CBSE
School in Lingadalli, Morar-
ji Desai Residential School

for Minorities in Talakal, and
Hitnal School partlclpated in
the event. The students
showcased their karate skills
and demonstrated the train-
ing they received during the
2025-26 academic year.
Belts and certificates were
distributed to the participants
in recognition of their efforts.
The programme was presid-
ed over by Ajmeer Ali, Depu-
ty Commissioner of the Mi-
nority Welfare Department.
Several guests, trainers, and
officials attended and encour-
aged students to continue
learning martial arts.

Rajabagh Sawar Dargah Urus
celebrated with enthusiasm

KOPPAL

The Urus celebration of the
historic Hazrat Rajabagh
Sawar Dargah, located near
Jawahar Road in Koppal city,
was celebrated with great en-
thusiasm this year, reflecting
harmony between communi-
ties. The festival began on
Saturday with traditional in-
cense rituals and continued
throughout Sunday with reli-
gious and cultural programs.
Under the leadership of Dar-
gah Management Board Chair-
man Maula Hussain Jamedar
and Secretary Advocate Abdul
Gani (Afsar Saab), the event

saw participation from reli-
gious teachers, community
leaders, and representatives.
Special mass prayers were of-
fered during the program, em-
phasizing devotion, unity, and
spiritual significance.

A large number of Hindu
and Muslim devotees, includ-
ing Mujawar Vardhan Ali Mu-
jawar, actively participated,
making the celebrations vi-
brant and meaningful. The
event successfully fostered
communal harmony and show-
cased the city’s rich religious
traditions, marking another
memorable annual Urus festi-
val at Rajabagh Sawar Dargah.
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Applications open for
local grievance
committee

Chikkaballapur
The Women and Child
Development Depart-

ment has invited applica-
tions for the selection of
members of the Local
Grievance Redressal
Committee at the district
level under the Sexual
Harassment of Women
at Workplace Act, 2013.
As the previous commit-
tee’s term has ended, eli-
gible candidates from
NGOs or social welfare
organizations who have
worked for women’s ad-
vancement or prevention
of sexual harassment
can apply. Interested in-
dividuals must submit
their proposals, docu-
ments, and details by
April 6 to the Deputy Di-
rector’s Office, District
Administration Building,
Chikkaballapur. For que-
ries, contact
7795520866.

Wifekilled over

minor dispute

Chikkaballapura
In R. Chokkanahalli vil-
lage, 25-year-old
Varalakshmi was found
dead, allegedly mur-
dered and hanged by her
husband Gangaraju fol-
lowing a heated argu-
ment over a phone call
from her friend Shra-
vani’s lover. The dispute
erupted when Varalaksh-
mi received and re-
sponded to the man’s
call. Gangaraju, furious,
warned her against med-
dling in the affair. Ten-
sions boiled over into vi-
olence, culminating in
her strangulation and
hanging to stage a sui-
cide. Varalakshmi’s fami-
ly accuses Gangaraju, his
mother, and father of
murder, filing charges at
the local police station.
An FIR has been regis-
tered, with investigations
underway to probe the
suspicious death. This
case highlights rising do-
mestic violence linked to
personal interferences.

Subsidy offered for
SC/ST mobile canteen
training

Chikkaballapura
The Tourism Department
is offering a one-month
entrepreneurship train-
ing program for Sched-
uled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes under the
SCSP/TSP scheme for
2025-26. Trained candi-
dates will receive a sub-
sidy of 5 lakh toruna
mobile canteen. The
program targets 8 SC
and 5 ST participants
and will be conducted
through state and cen-
tral government hospi-
tality institutions with
accommodation. Appli-
cants must have passed
at least 10th class, be
aged 20-45, and submit
applications by March 13.
For details, contact the
Assistant Director, Tour-
ism Department, Chikka-
ballapur at 08156-
277041.
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' Deputy Commissioner orders
fair selection for housing

The Deputy Commissioner said 959.11 acres will provide housing sites at
358 locations, with GPS mapping covering 758.14 acres

CHIKKABALLAPURA

G. Prabhu, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Chikkaballapura dis-
trict, has directed officials to
ensure that beneficiaries of
government shelter schemes
are selected strictly as per
rules through Gram Sabhas.
He issued the instructions
while presiding over a review
meeting on the implementa-
tion of the Chief Minister’s
Rural Shelter Scheme at the
District Collector’s Office on
Monday. The Deputy Com-
missioner said that 959.11
acres of land have been sanc-
tioned in the district for distri-
bution of housing sites under
the scheme. From this land,
sites can be developed at 358
locations across the district. A
GPS-based map has already

been prepared for 758.14
acres, and officials were in-
structed to complete further
steps quickly to provide plots
to eligible beneficiaries.
Prabhu emphasised that
Gram Sabhas must be con-
ducted in the presence of lo-
cal representatives, taluk offi-
cials and district level offi-
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cers. Proper documentation,
photographs and videography
should be maintained during
the selection process to ensure
transparency.

He also directed officials to
give priority to applicants
who had already submitted
applications during the 2018
survey. Beneficiaries should

be selected in the order of
their applications without any
pressure or influence.

The Deputy Commissioner
said plots smaller than 30x40
feet should not be approved.
If such smaller plots are cre-
ated, officials must reject
them immediately.

He warned that distributing
sites to ineligible persons
would damage the credibility
of the administration and such
lapses would not be tolerated.

Officials were also instruct-
ed not to select unsuitable
land such as rocky areas, ra-
vines or hill slopes for the
housing scheme.

Senior officials including Y.
Naveen Bhat, N. Bhaskar and
Manjunath attended the meet-
ing along with tahsildars and
municipal commissioners.
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Chikkab allapur athletes
shine at state relay meet

BENGALURU

Athletes from Chikkaballapur
district delivered an impres-
sive performance at the
state-level athletics meet held
at Kanteerava Stadium in
Bengaluru on March 7 and 8,
winning both gold and silver
medals in relay events.

In the 4x400 meter relay
race in the under-20 girls’ cat-
egory, athletes from Shid-
laghatta taluk — Srinagaraj,
Akshayshekhar, Hatmina, and
Noopraholla — secured the
gold medal with an outstand-
ing performance.

With this victory, the team
has been selected to represent

the state at the national-level
relay competition in Chandi-
garh from March 18 to 20.

Meanwhile, athletes from
Chintamani — Gowrishan-
kar, Uttam, Samuel, and
Sandeep — won the silver
medal in the 4x100 meter re-
lay race.

Officials including District
Athletic Association General
Secretary Manchanabale Sri-
nivas, Joint Secretary Bhak-
taharahalli Nagaraj, and
member Bharathkumar at-
tended the event. Association
President K.V. Naveenkiran
congratulated the athletes
and wished them success at
the national competition.

Swamiji emphasized honoring women, promoting education
and equality, citing Vivekananda’s message, and recognizing
International Women’s Day achievements

Women empowerment key for
strong and equal soc1ety

RAMANAGARA

Women are symbols of
strength and motherhood, and
empowering them is essential
for the progress of society,
said Shri Annadaneshwarnath
Swamiji of the Adichunchan-
agiri Ramanagara branch
mutt.

He spoke while inaugurat-
ing the Ramanagara Taluk
Negilayogi Women’s Unit at
Patel English School in the
city on Sunday. During the
event, appointment orders
were distributed to newly se-
lected office bearers of the
women’s unit.

Swamiji highlighted the im-
portance of respecting women
and ensuring equal opportuni-
ties through education and
awareness. Referring to the
message of Swami
Vivekananda, he said women
should be honored as divine
mothers and empowered to

contribute fully to society. He
also noted that International
Women’s Day, celebrated on
March 8, recognizes the so-
cial, economic, cultural, and
political achievements of
women while promoting gen-
der equality.

He encouraged the Negi-
layogi Women’s Unit to ac-
tively raise awareness about
women’s safety, rights, and
empowerment. He said wom-
en must come together, orga-
nize themselves, and confi-
dently stand up for their

rights. Negilayogi Ra-
managara District Unit Pres-
ident Patel C. Raju said the
Negilayogi Social Service
Trust has been engaged in
social service for the past
five years. He congratulated
the newly appointed mem-
bers of the women’s unit and
wished them success in their
service activities.

Floral tributes were also of-
fered to the portrait of Savit-
ribai Phule to mark Interna-
tional Women’s Day celebra-
tions.

Exams should be celebrated like festivals: Officer

CHITRADURGA

Students should not write ex-
ams under pressure but in-
stead face them with enthusi-
asm just like festivals, said
Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officer and Taluk Bala Bha-
van Committee President Y.
Ravikumar.

He was speaking at the in-
auguration of the “Children’s
Art Talent” programme held
at K.K. National English Sec-
ondary School in the city. The
event was organized by the
State Bala Bhavan Society in
collaboration with the Zilla
Panchayat, the Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment, and the District and Ta-
luk Bala Bhavan Committees.

Ravikumar explained that
annual school examinations
come once a year, just like
festivals. Therefore, students

HANAGAL

Officials and staff of the
Health and Family Welfare
Department submitted a peti-
tion to MLA Srinivas Mane,
urging the government to ad-
dress their legitimate de-
mands, including filling va-
cant posts in the department.
The petition highlighted that
the shortage of staff has made
providing quality health ser-
vices challenging across hos-
pitals and health centers.

The petitioners also de-
manded an adequate supply of
medicines to all hospitals, re-
vision of cadres and recruit-
ment procedures, and regular

publication of seniority lists.
They called for timely promo-
tions of officers and employ-
ees, opportunities for higher
education for serving staff,
and corrections in transfer
processes. The petition em-
phasized that meeting these
demands is essential for the
smooth functioning of the

Health stajf petltlon MLA to ﬁll vacancies

should approach them with
confidence and excitement
instead of fear. He also ad-
vised parents not to put un-
necessary pressure on their
children during exams. “A
child’s mind is like a flower.
It is the duty of parents to
nurture it with knowledge and
guide it with good values,” he
said.

District Bala Bhavan Pro-
gramme Coordinator D. Sree-
kumar, while introducing the
programme, said the Ka-
lapratibha initiative of the
State Bala Bhavan is being

conducted successfully across
the district. The programme is
organized under the guidance
of State Bala Bhavan Presi-
dent B.R. Naidu and Secre-
tary Nischal, along with dis-
trict officials.

Headmaster Maheshwarap-
pa presided over the function.
Certificates and pens were
distributed to children who
won various competitions
during the event.

Teachers and physical edu-
cation instructors also attend-
ed and encouraged the stu-
dents.

health department and better

service to the public. Re-
sponding to the petition, MLA
Mane assured that he would
bring the concerns to the no-
tice of the government and
work toward resolving them.

Present during the petition
submission were Taluka
Health Officer Dr. Lingaraj

K.G., Karnataka State Em-
ployees Association Taluka
President Gurunath Gavan-
ikar, Administrative Medical
Officers Dr. Akhilesh Malode
and Dr. Gagan Malode, along
with Basavaraj Didagur, Dr.
Shivakumar Shivoor, Go-
pikrishna Naykar, Prakash
Nagarahalli, Jyothi, and other
health department officials
and employees’ association
representatives.

The move reflects growing
concern among health staff
over staffing shortages, career
progression, and the need for
systemic improvements to
strengthen public health ser-
vices in Hanagal.

Farmers launch Dharani
Satyagraha protest in Tumakuru

TUMAKURU

Farmers under the banner of
the Karnataka State Farmers'
Association (Green Sene)
staged a protest in front of the
District Collector’s office in
Tumakuru on Monday,
launching a “Dharani Sa-
tyagraha” against what they
described as anti-farmer poli-
cies of the State government.

Farmers from different
parts of the district gathered
at the protest site wearing tra-
ditional green shawls, a sym-
bol of the farmers’ movement.
The demonstrators sat on the
road in front of the Collec-
tor’s office, which caused
traffic disruption in the area
for some time.

During the protest, the

farmers raised several de-
mands related to land rights
and protection of agricultural
land. They urged the govern-
ment to grant land ownership
rights to farmers who have
been cultivating land within
city limits for many years.

One of the main issues
highlighted during the protest
was the recent amendment to
the Karnataka Land Reforms
Act. Leaders of the farmers’
association demanded that the
amendment be withdrawn,
stating that allowing
non-farmers to buy agricultur-
al land could threaten the fu-
ture of farming and food se-
curity.

The farmers also opposed
the acquisition of fertile agri-
cultural land for industrial or

non-agricultural purposes.
They warned that converting
farmland for other uses would
severely affect agricultural
production and farmers’ live-
lihoods.

Another major demand
raised during the protest was
a complete ban on mining ac-
tivities in agricultural zones.
Farmers argued that mining
damages soil fertility and af-
fects irrigation water sources.

Leaders of the farmers’ as-
sociation said the protest was
not political but a struggle to
protect agriculture and farm-
ers’ livelihoods. They stated
that the agitation would con-
tinue until the government
gives a written assurance to
review the policies affecting
farmers.

Women’s Day celebrated with focus on empowerment

TUMAKURU

“Any contribution to a wom-
an benefits society twice,”
said Mrs. C. Bhuvaneswari,
President of the Karnataka
Women Entrepreneurs Asso-
ciation, while speaking at the
International Women’s Day
celebration held at Sri Sid-
dhartha Technical College.
Organized jointly by the
Women’s Development
Committee and the IQAC
Department of the college,
the event highlighted the im-
portance of education, em-
powerment, and opportunity
for women. Bhuvaneswari
emphasized that women’s

voices have immense power
and society must provide
them respect, priority, and
opportunities rather than just
slogans.

Dr. K.B. Lingegowda,
Vice Chancellor of SAHE
University, said women are
actively contributing in ev-
ery field today, urging initia-
tives to promote their eco-
nomic empowerment. Dr. G.
Gurushankar, Controller of
Examinations, noted that 60
percent of women are em-
ployed, and highlighted the
historic contributions of
leaders like Indira Gandhi
and Sudha Murthy.

Dr. Mahantesh A.A. Nada-

katti, Principal of Sri Sid-
dhartha Technical College,
praised women for their tire-
less roles as daughters, stu-
dents, wives, and mothers,
and stressed the importance
of higher education for girls.
He called upon everyone to
raise their voices against in-
equalities and atrocities
faced by women, urging
them to move forward coura-
geously to shape a stronger
society.

The program was attended
by Deans of Examinations Dr.
Sum.R and Dr. Divyaprabha,
IQAC Coordinator Dr. Ravi-
ram.V, Professor Dr. Ashwini
S. Shivannavar, and students.

I, AMSHITH S/o0 KUMAR R
GOWDA, R/04-17 Kusuma
Geetha, Arjunakodi
House, Kompadavu Post
Mangaluru, Kompadavu
Village, Kompadavu,
Dakshina Kannada,
Karnataka-574144, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as AMSHITH

KUMAR ARJUNAKODI.

I, D GAYETHREE W/o
CHOWDAREDDY Y, R/0
Maddagirihalli,
Doddanancherlu,
Tirumani,
Chikkaballapur,
Karnataka-562104,
have changed my name
andshall hereafter

be known as GAYATHRI
D.

I, HEMANT KUMAR GULATI
S/0 LATE JAMANLAL GULATI
R/o Flat 8C, Binny Crescent,
No 16, Benson Cross Road,
Benson Town, Bangalore
North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560046, have
changed the name of my
minor daughter ISHA
GULATI aged 17 years and
she shall hereafter be
known as ESHA GULATI.

MAN NAN

|, LALITHA W/0 C MOHAN aged 65 years,
R/o FLAT NO 301, 3RD FLOOR, BHUMIKA
PINEWOOD APARTMENT, BASAPPA ROAD
END, VTC: SHANTHINAGAR, PO: WILSON
GARDEN, SUB DISTRICT: BANGALORE
SOUTH, DISTRICT: BENGALURU, STATE:
KARNATAKA, PIN CODE: 580027, do
hereby declare that | have changed my
name from LALITHA RANGARAJU TO
LALITHA, henceforth, and | shall be known
and called as LALITHA, for all purposes,
vide affidavit dated 09 MARCH 2026, sworn
before Advocate and Notary R
VISHWANATH at Bangalore

I, SRINATHB K S/0
KALLAPPA B R/o Ward No
2, Callon Market Road,
Chik Ballapur,
Chickballapur,
Chikballapur,
Chikkaballapur,
Karnataka-562101, have
changed the name of my
minor son A S VOMAKESH
aged 16 years and he shall
hereafter be known as

VYOMAKESHAS.

Document Lost

I Am Kalavathi, Ashrehall,
Kandalikere Hobli,
Chikkanayakanahalli, Taluk,
Tumakuru district, iwas lost my
release deed (Doc No 2258)
At Chikkanayakanahalli city on
9/03/2020 at around 12.00 noon.
A complaint has been filed in this
regard at Chikkanayakanahalli
Police Station (Case No.
2099758/2026) If anyone finds it,
please return it to this address or
phone number 8088829689.

Document Lost

This is to inform to General public that my client Sri.
Shantaraj G K S/o Krishnappa and Sri.Archita V W/o
Shantaraj G K, Residing at Situated at 96,#T,564,24,7
Hosakote Town Taluk and Bangalore Rural District,
I am the Owner of the Below said Property,while
Sale Deed for taken Digital copy ,have lost fol-
lowing Documents of property pertating to below
Mentioned property Situated at 96,#T,564,24,7
Hosakote Town Taluk and Bangalore Rural District,
had published the factum of lost of her Original
Regd Sale Deed,Dated;- 28-11-2001, Regd Sale
Deed, Executed by Sri.R Dinakaran S/o M E Ra-
jashekaran,In Favour of SmtJayamma W/o Tham-
mayya , In regd as Book No.1,Volume No.2367,Page
No0.218-226,Doc N0.2299/2001-2002,In regd before
of the SRO Hosakote., in respect of Property Bear-
ing Hosakote town, Vishweshawaraya Badavane 4th
stage Khanishamari  no.2496/A,New Khanishmari
n0.5627/1, in which Old Katha no.2496/A, Site no.21,
in Measuring 30 x20 Feets,police complaint have
been filed with regards to loss of the above said
Document vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
n0.2094651/2026, DATED;-05-03-2026, and com-
plaint dated;-05-03-2026, by respective person,if
anybody finds these Document please inform within
7 Days in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-05-03-2026.
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANL
M;-9980110692

To place a
classified ad
contact:
080-41209042
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Admissions
open for class 8 at
Vidyashala

Chikkaballapur
Sri Ramakrishna Vidyash-
ala, Yadavagiri, Mysore, is
inviting applications for
admission to class 8 for
the year 2026-27. The en-
trance exam will be held
on April15at 10 am. The
program targets talented
male students from
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and
children of parentsin un-
hygienic professions with
pre-matric scholarships.
Applicants must submit
class 6 and 7 SATS marks,
caste and income certifi-
cates, and other relevant
documents by March 25
to the Deputy Director,
Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Chikkaballapur. Ex-
ams will be conducted in
English or Kannada medi-
um.

Honest bus operator
returns lost mobile
phone

Mandya
In a heartwarming act of
honesty, Satish B.S., a KS-
RTC bus operator from
the Nagamangala depot,
returned a mobile phone
lost by a passenger. On
Sunday morning, Manjula
and her husband N. Shek-
har of Haniyambadi vil-
lage were travelling from
Mandya to Adichunchan-
agiri when Manjula’s
phone went missing. De-
spite searching, it was not
found. Later, Satish spot-
ted the phone near the
bus depot, called the cou-
ple, and asked them to
collect it at Mandya bus
stand. N. Shekhar
thanked Satish for his
honesty.

Mandya to host
Women’s
Sports meet

Mandya
The District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat,
Youth Empowerment and
Sports Department, and
Mai Bharat Kendra Wom-
en and Child Develop-
ment Department will
jointly organize a Wom-
en’s Sports Meet on
March 15, 2026, at Sir M.
Visvesvaraya Stadium,
Mandya. The event cele-
brates International
Women’s Day 2025-26
and aims to encourage
women’s participation in
sports.The meet will fea-
ture group competitions
like Thoball and Cricket
for women above 19
years, and 4x100 mrelay
for participants aged 19—
40 years. Individual com-
petitions include 100 m
running, discus throw,
shot put, and slow cycle
race for ages 19-40, while
100 m running, discus
throw, and shot put will
be held for women above
40.Winners will receive
medals and certificates.
Participants can register
using the QR code provid-
ed, with registration open
until 6:00 pm on March
14,2026.

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

TUESDAY » MARCH 10, 2026

Temple trust praised for
social service work

Bandeppa Khashempur said the temple’s long history and beauty result from
trust members’ efforts and public contributions of time, effort, and funds

BIDAR

The activities of the Biralin-
geshwara Temple Service
Committee Trust are socially
oriented and are contributing
positively to the community,
said former minister and se-
nior Janata Dal (Secular)
leader Bandeppa Khashem-
pur.

He spoke during a pro-
gramme held at the Biralin-
geshwara Temple in Kumbar-
wada area of Bidar on Sun-
day. The event marked the
installation and Kalasarohana
of the idols of Sri Biralin-
geshwara, Sri Malingaraya
and Sri Mahatma Bomma-
gondeshwara, along with the
inauguration of a Sabha Bha-
van and Irakara Bhavan in the
temple premises.

Bandeppa Khashempur said
the temple has a long history
and has become more beauti-
ful due to the efforts of the
trust members and the coop-
eration of the public. He not-
ed that people from the com-
munity have contributed their
time, effort and financial sup-
port for the development of

Addressing the gathering,

the temple.

He also expressed happi-
ness that groups from differ-
ent localities, including It-
gampalli, have come together
to support the temple’s activ-
ities and development works.

Former Legislative Council
chairman Raghunathrao
Malkapure said there was no
Biralingeshwara and Maling-

araya temple earlier in Bidar
city, but now the temple has
been established for the bene-
fit of devotees. He suggested
that regular worship and reli-
gious activities should be con-
ducted to further develop the
temple.

Malkapure also stressed the
importance of education in
society and urged people to
encourage girls to pursue
studies. He said educated
women can contribute more
effectively to family and com-
munity development.

Amrutrao Chimkode, dis-
trict president of the Guaran-
tee Scheme Implementation
Committee, P. S. Itgampally,
executive president of the
temple service committee,
and several others were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Senior police, including IGP Harsha and SP Suman D. Pannekar, said
a hostel assault killed one student; minor in custody

Ballari Hostei Assault: Missi

BALLARI

Police have traced and taken
into custody the boy who
went missing after attacking
his classmates and the warden
at a private residential school
hostel, an incident that led to
the death of one student.

Senior police officials, in-
cluding IGP Harsha and SP
Suman D. Pannekar, briefed
the media about the case. IGP
Harsha explained that on the
night of March 7, nine stu-
dents were staying in the hos-
tel when one of them attacked
seven classmates and the war-
den. One student was critical-
ly injured and later died. The
minor involved in the assault
is currently in police custody
and will undergo medical ex-
amination and counselling
before being presented in
court.

SP Pannekar added that af-
ter the attack, the student fled

E

@

ng student found

the hostel. A special team was
immediately formed, and by
checking CCTV footage and
visiting multiple locations, the
missing student was located
and apprehended.

The incident has sparked
outrage in Ballari. The Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) organized a protest,
demanding action against the
residential school administra-
tion. Student leader Dileep
alleged that the use of drugs
may have played a role in the

incident and called for strict
measures to prevent such in-
cidents in schools and col-
leges. Parents of the deceased
student demanded justice and
questioned the negligence of
the school authorities in main-
taining student safety.

Police investigations are
ongoing, and authorities have
emphasized that proper coun-
selling and legal procedures
will be followed to ensure
justice and prevent further in-
cidents.

Mandya
Lokayukta to
hear public
grievances

MANDYA

Officials of the Mandya Lo-
kayukta division will hold a
public grievance meeting in
Malavalli taluk on March 11
from 11 am to 1:30 pm.

Residents can submit
complaints regarding corrup-
tion, delays in government
work, or issues with officers
and employees in govern-
ment and semi-government
offices.

The meeting will be at-
tended by DySP Sunil Ku-
mar, Bataraya Gowda BP,
Ravikumar M., Lepaksha
Murthy RG, and Police In-
spector of the Karnataka Lo-
kayukta.

The public can personally
meet the officers at the Mala-
valli taluk office to raise their
concerns, said the Lokayukta
Superintendent of Police.

Kanakagiri journalists assaulted;
Taluk demands action

YALABURGA

The Taluk Karnataka Working
Journalists' Association has
submitted a petition to the te-
hsildar condemning the attack
on journalists in Kanakagiri
town of Koppal district and
demanding strict legal action
against the perpetrators.

According to Association
President Mallu Matarangi,
the incident occurred on
March 2 around 7 pm when
PAPM member Anilukumar
Bijjala and the husband of
PAPM president T.J. were at a
medical store near Kanakagi-
ri Town Panchayat. During an
argument involving a local
named Ramachandra, journal-
ists Madhusudan, Prahlad
Reddy, Srinivasa Pujar, and
others who went to the scene
were reportedly abused,
threatened, and had their mo-
bile phones taken.

Matarangi described the in-
cident as alarming, stating
that the attack reflects an at-
tempt by hundreds of people

to suppress the media, creat-
ing an environment of fear for
journalists. He urged the au-
thorities to ensure strict legal
action against those responsi-
ble.Honorary President
Imamsabha Sankanur also
condemned the assault, em-
phasizing that the police were
present at the scene and
should have prevented the at-
tack. He called for proactive
filing of complaints and ac-
countability for the culprits.

Taluk General Secretary
Santosh Bundri, District Ex-
ecutive Members Mahantesh
Chalavadi and Sharanu Gum-
ageri, Vice President Chan-
drasekhara Maradadi, Trea-
surer Doddabasappa Hakari,
and other association office
bearers were present during
the petition submission.

AMBEDKAR HOSTEL PROGRAM

Women achieving success
across all fields: Virupakshaiah

KANAKAGIRI

Women today are proving
their ability in every field of
life and reaching great heights
despite many social and eco-
nomic challenges, said Vir-
upakshaiah, Shishu Develop-
ment Scheme Officer.

He was speaking at an Inter-
national Women’s Day pro-
gramme organised at the Ta-
luk Panchayat office in
Kanakagiri on Monday. The
event was jointly organised by
the Women and Child Devel-
opment Department, Koppal
Taluk Panchayat, the Taluk
Guarantee Schemes Imple-
mentation Committee and Shi-
shu Development Yojana.

Addressing the gathering,
Virupakshaiah said women
play a vital role in the family
and society. As mothers, sis-
ters and wives, they carry ma-
jor responsibilities in family
life and contribute significant-
ly to the progress of society.
However, he noted that wom-
en still face several challenges

while taking independent de-
cisions in social, economic
and political matters.

He expressed concern that
child marriage continues to
occur in some rural areas and
urged the public to work to-
gether to eliminate the prac-
tice and support the education
and empowerment of girls.

Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officer K. Rajasekhara said
women are moving forward
with confidence and equality.
He added that women are
making valuable contributions
to society by demonstrating
their talent in various fields
and supporting the country’s
economic growth. On the oc-
casion, Social Welfare Depart-
ment officer Hulagappa Cha-
luvadi, Guarantee Committee
chairman Hazrat Hussain,
PAP member Hanumanta
Basarigidada and committee
member Ganappa also shared
their views. Vice president
Kanthiranga Nayaka, former
president Hussainbee Chalma-
rad and members Siddesh K.,

Students urged to balance education with arts

VIJAYAPURA

Students should focus on
overall development along
with education by actively
participating in arts, culture
and sports, said Mahesh
Potadara, Deputy Director of
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment.

He spoke at the concluding
ceremony of an art training
programme held at the Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Government
Pre Matric Girls’ Hostel in
Vijayapura. The programme
was organised by the Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture

under the Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe Sub-
scheme.

Potadara said art is a pow-
erful medium that helps stu-
dents build confidence and

creativity. He encouraged
hostel students to take part in
activities such as dance, mu-
sic and sports along with their
regular studies. Such activi-
ties, he said, help in the all-

round development of young
minds.He also thanked San-
tosh Bhovi, Assistant Director
of the Department of Kannada
and Culture, for giving the
hostel students an opportunity
to learn dance. The training
programme continued for six
months and helped many stu-
dents discover their hidden
talents.Presiding over the pro-
gramme, B.J. Indy from the
Social Welfare Department
appreciated the initiative and
expressed gratitude to the De-
partment of Kannada and Cul-
ture for organising the train-
ing for the children.

Member of the Karnataka
Lambani Sanskriti Bhasha
Academy, R.B. Nayak, said
dance is respected across the
world and plays an important
role in preserving culture. He
shared his experiences of giv-
ing Lambani dance training to
students of Maharani’s Col-
lege in Bengaluru and re-
called receiving the Karnata-
ka Rajyotsava Award for his
artistic contribution.Academy
member Surekha Lamani ad-
vised students to continue
learning arts along with edu-
cation and grow confidently
in life.
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CPI(M) opposes LPG
cylinder price hike

KALABURAGI

The recent increase in the
prices of domestic and com-
mercial LPG cylinders is a
harsh decision that will place
an additional burden on com-
mon people, said K. Neela,
district secretary of Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
in Kalaburagi.

In a press release issued on
Monday, he said the price of
domestic LPG cylinders has
been increased by 260, while
commercial cylinders have
seen a hike of 3114.50. He
described the move as unfair
and said it would severely af-
fect poor families and benefi-
ciaries of the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana.

Neela said the increase
would also indirectly affect
consumers because businesses
that rely on commercial cylin-
ders are likely to pass on the
additional cost to the public.
As a result, prices of food and
other services may rise fur-
ther, placing greater financial
pressure on ordinary citizens.

He added that the hike
comes at a time when many
middle-class families and
workers are already strug-
gling with rising prices and
stagnant incomes. According
to him, the decision will make

Neela said commercial
cylinder cost hikes may
raise food and service
prices, increasing
financial pressure on
consumers.

daily life more difficult for
people who are already facing
economic challenges.

The CPI(M) leader criti-
cised the central government
for not reducing taxes on LPG
cylinders and alleged that the
government’s stand reflects
an anti-people attitude.

He also said the govern-
ment’s attempt to justify the
price hike by citing tensions in
West Asia is not convincing.
According to him, the expla-
nation is being used to divert
attention from the real issue.

Neela urged the govern-
ment to immediately with-
draw the increase in LPG cyl-
inder prices in the interest of
the public.

2,900 mule accounts active in
Belagavi; Police warns public

BELAGAVI

The Belagavi City Police
have issued a warning to
the public as cyber fraud-
sters continue to exploit
innocent people’s bank ac-
counts for criminal activi-
ties. Commissioner of Po-
lice Bhushan Borase re-
vealed that 2,900 mule ac-
counts are current-
ly active in the
city, used by cyber
criminals to trans-
fer illegally ob-
tained money.
These fraudsters
specifically target
unemployed youths and
women, luring them with
promises of commission
for handling money trans-
fers. Once victims provide
their bank account informa-
tion, the criminals transfer
stolen money into these
accounts, making the ac-
count holders unwitting
participants in cybercrime.
In one instance, a local

resident opened nine bank
accounts for the promise of
commission. Fraudsters
then transferred X80 lakh
through these accounts be-
fore moving the money
elsewhere. Investigations
by the Cyber Crime Police
Station revealed that such
misuse of accounts is wide-
spread. Commissioner Bo-
rase urged citizens
to exercise ex-
treme caution,
warning that of-
fers of easy mon-
ey, work-from-
home opportuni-
ties, or commis-
sions could be traps. He
emphasized that anyone
providing account details to
fraudsters risks becoming
an unintentional accom-
plice in cybercrime.The
police are actively tracing
all 2,900 mule accounts in
Belagavi and have ap-
pealed to the public to re-
port any suspicious activity
immediately.

Teachers protest question
paper policy discrimination

HAVERI

The Karnataka State Second-
ary School Employees Asso-
ciation (KSSSEA) district
unit has strongly condemned
the recent policy by DSERT
that restricts the distribution
of question papers for the up-
coming second cumulative
examination of classes 6 to 9
only to government high
school principals. Aided and
unaided schools, which also
follow the state government
curriculum, are excluded from
receiving the papers.

The district unit submitted
a petition to the government
through Additional District
Collector Dr. Nagaraj L.

, demanding that the ques-
tion papers be sent to all
schools without discrimina-
tion. The petition highlighted
that lakhs of students study in
aided and unaided schools,
and it is unfair to adopt a
stepmotherly approach to-
wards their education.

Speaking at the submission

of the petition, District Unit
President R.H. Bettellera, Sec-
retary N.N. Kundura, along
with members M.B. Ramesh,
M.S. K.A. Chanagowada, D.D.
Langoti, Malatesh Chaluvadi,
Devagappanar, Shobha
Jagateri, N.M. Olekara, Basa-
varaja Patil, S.C. Eli,
Suragondara, Ravi V., San-
gamesh Paraddi, V.N. Havanur,
S.B. Channur, Poojara, and
several other teachers empha-
sized the importance of equal
treatment for all students.

The teachers called for im-
mediate corrective action to
ensure that students in aided
and private schools have ac-
cess to the same examination
materials as government
school students.

They urged the authorities
to uphold fairness in the edu-
cation system and prevent any
disadvantage to students due
to institutional policies.

The petition marks a signif-
icant step in advocating equal
rights for all school students
across the district.
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' Shah may reply to debate on no-
“confidence motion against Birla

Parliament prepares for a debate on a no-confidence motion against Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Tuesday

Trlchy airport
runs 8 Gulf flights
amid crisis

Trichy
Despite rising tensions in
West Asia involving Don-
ald Trump, Benjamin Net-
anyahu and Ali Khamenei,
Tiruchirappalli Interna-
tional Airport continued
limited operations on
Sunday. Airport data
showed eight flights op-
erating between Trichy
and Gulf destinations on
March 9. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation said airlines
are reviewing safety as
conflict disrupts air
routes. Many international
flights were cancelled or
rerouted due to airspace
closures. Airlines are using
safer corridors to main-
tain essential services
while passengers have
been advised to check
flight updates regularly.

BJP appoints
observers for Rajya
Sabha polls

New Delhi
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty on Monday appointed
central observers for up-
coming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in Bihar, Haryana
and Odisha. Party chief
Nitin Nabin approved the
appointments, according
to a notification issued by
national general secretary
Arun Singh. Union minis-
ter Harsh Malhotra and
Chhattisgarh deputy chief
minister Vijay Sharma will
oversee polls in Bihar. Gu-
jarat deputy chief minister
Harsh Sanghavi will mon-
itor Haryana, while Maha-
rashtra minister Chan-
drashekhar Bawankule

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is likely to respond to
the debate on a no-confidence
motion moved against Om
Birla in the Lok Sabha, ac-
cording to sources. The dis-
cussion is expected to take
place on Tuesday.

The motion was brought by
Opposition members who al-
leged that the Speaker acted
in a partisan manner while
conducting proceedings in the
House. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju and oth-
er leaders are also expected to
participate in the debate.

The discussion was sched-
uled for Monday but could
not take place due to repeated
adjournments caused by Op-
position protests. Opposition

members were demanding a
separate debate on the West
Asia situation. Government
sources said they want the
discussion on the motion to
be held as soon as possible.
The notice for the motion
was submitted by 118 Oppo-
sition MPs during the first

phase of the Budget Session.
Since then, Birla has not been
presiding over the proceed-
ings of the House.

The motion will be moved
by three Congress MPs —
Mohamed Jawed, K. Suresh
and Mallu Ravi. Opposition
leaders have accused the

Speaker of denying opportu-
nities to the Leader of Oppo-
sition and other members to
speak in the House.

They also criticised the sus-
pension of several Opposition
MPs and alleged that objec-
tionable remarks made by
some ruling party members
were not addressed.

According to constitutional
rules, the Speaker can attend
the debate and defend himself
but cannot preside over the
proceedings during the dis-
cussion. If voting takes place,
Birla will cast his vote using
a paper slip.

Recently, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi praised Birla,
calling him an excellent
Speaker who works above
party lines and follows parlia-
mentary traditions.

Delh1 ngh Court
stays remarks
against CBI

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday stayed adverse re-
marks made against the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation in
the Delhi Excise Policy case.
Justice Swarna Kanta Sharma
also directed the trial court to
defer proceedings in the relat-
ed Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act case. The order
came while hearing the CBI’s
appeal against the discharge of
23 accused, including Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia.
The court issued notice to the

‘INDIA MAINTAINS 74 DAYS OF
STRATEGIC OIL RESERVES BUFFER’

NEW DELHI

The Government on Monday
informed the Rajya Sabha that
India currently has storage ca-
pacity for crude oil and petro-
leum products for about 74
days. This reserve is meant to
help the country manage sup-
ply disruptions caused by
global crises or geopolitical
tensions. Minister of State for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Suresh Gopi shared the details
in a written reply to the House.
He said the government has
developed Strategic Petroleum
Reserve facilities with a total
capacity of 5.33 million metric
tonnes. These reserves alone
can meet around 9.5 days of
India’s crude oil requirement.
In addition to this, Oil
Marketing Companies main-
tain storage facilities that can

days. Together, these re-
serves provide a total nation-
al storage capacity of approx-
imately 74 days.

To further strengthen the
reserve system, the govern-
ment approved two additional
strategic storage facilities in
July 2021. These projects will
be built at Chandikhol in Odi-
sha and Padur in Karnataka
under the Public Private Part-
nership model. The new facil-
ities will add a combined ca-

coverage by another 12 days
of imports. The government
has also taken steps to reduce
risks related to global supply
disruptions. These measures
include diversifying crude oil
import sources, avoiding con-
flict-prone routes, and improv-
ing diplomatic cooperation
with major oil-producing na-
tions. India also works closely
with global energy organisa-
tions such as the International
Energy Agency, Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and the Internation-
al Energy Forum to ensure
energy security.

According to official esti-
mates, India’s proven crude
oil reserves stand at 423.1
million metric tonnes, while
natural gas reserves are esti-
mated at 595.4 billion cubic
metres, reflecting continued

O ibcworldnews.com

Nadda slams Oppn
walkout during EAM
speech on Mideast crisis

NEW DELHI

Union Minister J. P.
Nadda on Monday strong-
ly criticised the Opposi-
tion for creating disrup-
tions and walking out of
the Rajya Sabha during a
statement by External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar on the situation in
West Asia.

The developments be-
gan after obituary refer-
ences and the laying of
listed papers in the House.
Rajya Sabha Chairman C.
P. Radhakrishnan then in-
vited Jaishankar to present
the government’s state-
ment on the ongoing ten-
sions in the region.

However, Congress pres-
ident and Leader of Oppo-
sition Mallikarjun Kharge
requested permission to
speak before the minister’s
statement. After being al-
lowed by the Chair, Kharge
expressed concern that the
growing conflict in West
Asia could affect India’s
economic stability and also
threaten the safety and live-
lihood of thousands of Indi-
an workers living in the re-
gion. He further urged the
government to allow a
short-duration discussion
in the House on the chang-
ing geopolitical situation
and its impact on India’s
energy security. Kharge
said the crisis could pose
serious challenges for the
country’s energy supply

Union Minister J P
Nadda criticised
Opposition parties for
staging a walkout in
Rajya Sabha during
External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s
statement on the West
Asia situation

The Chairman respond-
ed that he would return to
Kharge’s request later and
again asked Jaishankar to
proceed with his state-
ment.

As the minister began
speaking, members from
the Congress and other
Opposition parties stood
up and demanded that
Kharge be allowed to
complete his remarks and
that a short discussion be
held immediately. The
protest continued for sev-
eral minutes inside the
House.

Soon after, Opposition
members staged a walk-
out while Jaishankar was
still delivering his state-
ment on the West Asia
situation.

Reacting to the protest,
Nadda, who is also the
Leader of the House, de-
scribed the Opposition’s
behaviour as irresponsi-
ble. He accused them of
trying to create disruption
and said such actions
show that they are not in-
terested in constructive
discussions or the coun-
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER TO place d g | ch;rfmorekinforkmatiotnf forr'r.'ns o;tzndertcan t)el to Kambarahalli Doddagummanahalli road to the 30ned
The District Health & FW Officer, Bengaluru South District, Ramanagara, ifi own .oa ed from ppp.. arnata a.gov.ln. epartmenta border. Shidlaghatta taluk. Chikkaballapur District.
hereby invites tender in two cover system (Technical and Financial Bids) as ClaSSI{qu‘:ad :VEb S'(';‘; W\éVW~kP\.Nd'8E0V~|.n~ Fur;hi:'de\:\jllskcag be Cg'.'e_c'fed (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25320)
per KTPP Act 1999, from the registered and eligible companies to procure a Con ac rom O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division
total no. of 13 Four wheeler vehicle services with drivers for various Chikkodi during working hours. 4 Improve.ments o road.from From Mutljuganfakunte 200.001300000.00 ?
programmes and also procure a total no. of 79 different Human Resource 080-4]209042 Sd/- Executive Engineer Cross via Jakkenahalli to Kadaburu village in SonsHd
services for various programmes under National Health Mission in DIPRIBGM/IRO-NO-2028/KSMCA/2025-26 PWD Division Chikodi. Gowribidanur Taluk Chikkaballapur District
Bengaluru South District through e-procurement portal of Government of (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25322)
Karnataka (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). The prospective service -
agencies are willing to participate in this tender shall necessarily register CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY C_ORPORA'"ON LIMITED B K Improvement§ to ro_ad from. K.adabur village to 120.00 |180000.00 6
themselves with the above mentioned e-procurement portal. (A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) Saragondlu village in Gowribidanur Taluk SoNnH
Corporate Office, procurement Section, CESC, Mysuru-570017. Chikkaballapur District
1. DHFWS/2025-26/SE2038 Ph: 9448994705, Email ID: gmpurc@cescmysore.org  Website: www.cescmysore.org
1 | Tender Number 2. DHFWS/2025-26/SE2040 ’ (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25323)
” Date of Commencement Date: 06.03.2026 CESC/GM(P)/AGM(P-2)/M(P-1)2025-26/41023 Date: 07.03.2026 6 | Improvements to road from NH 234 road via 150.00 |225000.00 6
of Tender ate. U0.0o. SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-Procurement Portal Only) Bhaktarahalli village to Colonyin Gowribidanur 30N
LastD nd time for i istri
3 sﬁztni:;?oerll gftten?iecr) Date: 20.03.2026 @ 5.30 PM CESC, Mysore invites Short Term Tenders from eligible bidders for Materials as Taluk Chikkaballapur District
mentioned below: (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25324)
Date & Time of opening of . -
4 Teehncal B pening Date: 23.03.2026 @ 11.00 AM SLNo Nomenclature of the work Enquiry No/ Date 7 | Improvements to road from Huduguru village to 120.00 | 180000.00 6
Date & Time of opening of 1 |Supply of 11kV, Horizontal Cross Arm-Gl to CESC jurisdiction |C2-6478/07.03.2026 Virupasandra Lakshmipur road via fishermens sorisd
5| poacial By 0O | Date: 25.03.2026 @ 11.00 AM upply of 11k, Horizontal Gross Arm-Glto CESC jurisdiction |- i houses in Gowribidanur Taluk Chikkaballapur
Total Estimated Tender Valug| No-1: RS 1,70,00,000/- 2 [Supply LT 4Pin Cross Arm-GI to CESC jurisdiction. C2-6479/07.03.2026 District (RDPR/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT25326)
6 No.2: Rs. 57,60,000/- The details regarding participation in the tender can be obtained through Total 1130.00
No.1: Rs. 4,25,000/- e-procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 09.03.2026. For /- TOORETPVT WPOPOITT3, TVO.02.Q0. TN, W¥FLTITLT
7 | Tender EMD Amount : clarification contact help desk 080-46010000/ 22631200/68948777 or e-mail LA
No.2: Rs. 1,45,000/- TOAOROR /R8T TITNT /3T°.80. 803470 BOR D02 /202526
Interested and eligible bidders may submit their bids through| | @ddress support@eprochelpdesk.com : :
e-procurement process only. Sd/- [For Electricity related complaints Call: 1912
District Health & Family Welfare Officer
DIPR/BSD/B92ISA/2025-26 Bengaluru South District DIPRIMYSORE/1806/Shirdi Saif2025-26 ~ Sdl- General Manager (Procurement),CESC, Mysuru.
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Mamata accuses BJP
of disrupting
protest site

Kolkata
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Monday alleged that
workers of the Bharatiya
Janata Party were distrib-
uting leaflets at the site
of her sit-in protest in
Dharmatala, Kolkata. She
asked Trinamool Con-
gress workers to catch
those involved and hand
them over to the police.
Banerjee, who has been
staging a protest for
three days against the
SIR exercise, also asked
state minister Shashi
Panja to file a police
complaint. The leaflets
reportedly promoted
Narendra Modi's March
14 rally in the city. Baner-
jee accused the BJP of
trying to influence the
electoral process and
claimed those distribut-
ing the leaflets fled after
being confronted.

4 minors held for
assaulting Manipuri
woman

New Delhi
Four juveniles were appre-
hended for allegedly as-
saulting a Manipuri wom-
anin a park at Malviya Na-
gar in south Delhi, police
said on Monday. The inci-
dent occurred on Sunday
evening when the woman
and her friend were walk-
ing near the Saket District
Court Complex. Police
said the minors passed re-
marks at the two women.
When one of them object-
ed, an argument broke out
and the accused allegedly
attacked her. The victim
suffered minor injuries and
was taken to Safdarjung
Hospital for treatment.
Police teams later con-
ducted raids and appre-
hended all four minors.
Officers said they are in
constant contact with the
victim and further investi-
gation is underway.

Woman attacked
with corrosive
substance in hospital

Gurugram
A 24-year-old woman suf-
fered severe burns after a
man allegedly threw a
corrosive substance on
her at Civil Hospital Guru-
gram on Sunday night, po-
lice said. The woman, a
resident of Nuh district,
had earlier been assaulted
by the accused the same
day. She had gone to visit
her aunt in Subhash Na-
gar. After the first attack,
she was taken to the hos-
pital for treatment. Police
said the man followed her
to the hospital and threw
the corrosive substance,
causing serious burns to
her face and body. The
victim is undergoing treat-
ment, and police have
launched a search to trace
the accused.
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'Rahul bats for Parliament
debate on West Asiacrisis

He said the crisis could lead to major economic problems for India,
including higher fuel prices and financial instability

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on
Monday said the ongoing
conflict in West Asia is a seri-
ous issue and must be dis-
cussed in Parliament. Speak-
ing to reporters at the Parlia-
ment complex, he said the
crisis could lead to major
economic problems for India,
including higher fuel prices
and financial instability.
Gandhi said the conflict
could cause large financial
losses and affect different sec-
tors of the Indian economy.
He noted that the impact is
already visible in the stock
market and warned that the
situation could worsen if the
crisis continues. According to
him, the developments in West
Asia are important for the

country and Parliament should
discuss them without delay.
His remarks came during a
sharp political exchange be-
tween the ruling National
Democratic Alliance and the
Opposition Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Al-
liance over the demand for a
debate on the issue. The rul-

ing alliance criticised the Op-
position for pushing the dis-
cussion when a debate on a
no-confidence motion against
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
had already been scheduled.
Gandhi also referred to the
interim trade agreement be-
tween India and the United
States and suggested that it

could further affect the coun-
try’s economy. He questioned
why the government was re-
luctant to discuss the West
Asia situation first, saying
that rising fuel prices and eco-
nomic challenges directly af-
fect citizens.

Meanwhile, Union Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal criticised Gand-
hi and the Indian National
Congress for disruptions in
Parliament. He called Gandhi
a “failed Leader of Opposi-
tion” and alleged that the par-
ty had become directionless
under his leadership.

Leaders from the ruling
side also accused the Oppo-
sition of wasting Parlia-
ment’s time by creating dis-
turbances while demanding
an immediate debate on the
West Asia conflict.

CBI summons Vijay
again in Karur
stampede case

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation has summoned Vijay
for further questioning on
March 10 in connection with
the Karur
stampede
case. Offi-
cials said the
agency re-
cently gath-
ered new
material that
requires ad-
ditional clarification from the
actor-turned-politician. A
fresh notice has been issued
asking him to appear before
investigators for another
round of questioning. Vijay,
who heads the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam, had earlier been
questioned at the CBI head-
quarters on January 12 and
January 19 as part of the in-
vestigation. The case relates
to a stampede that occurred
on September 27, 2025 during
a rally addressed by Vijay in
Karur. The tragic incident
claimed the lives of 41 people
and left more than 60 others
injured. Following directions
from the Supreme Court of
India, the CBI took over the
probe from a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT). The court
had ordered the agency to
conduct an independent in-
vestigation into the incident.

In October last year, the
apex court also asked the CBI
director to appoint a senior
officer to lead the investiga-
tion. Additionally, it set up a
supervisory panel headed by
former Supreme Court judge
Ajay Rastogi to monitor the
progress of the case.

A bench of Justices J. K.
Maheshwari and N. V. Anjaria
had observed that the incident
left a deep impact across the
country and raised serious
concerns about public safety.

The court said restoring
public confidence in the in-
vestigation process is essen-
tial. It emphasised that the
probe must remain impartial,
independent and transparent,
especially considering the
families who lost their loved
ones in the tragedy.

SC dismisses 5 frivolous PILs filed by lawyer

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
on Monday dismissed five
Public Interest Litigations filed
by a lawyer, calling them friv-
olous and lacking proper legal
basis. The court strongly criti-
cised the petitions and ques-
tioned the lawyer about filing
such cases.

A bench led by Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi reprimanded advo-
cate Sachin Gupta, who had
filed the petitions. The Chief
Justice asked the lawyer wheth-
er he prepared such petitions
late at night, pointing out that
they were vague and poorly
drafted. One of the petitions
requested the court to order a
scientific study to examine

whether onion and garlic con-
tain “tamasic” or negative en-
ergy. The plea referred to the
dietary traditions of the Jain
community, which avoids on-
ion, garlic and root vegetables
because they are believed to
carry negative energy. The
bench questioned the purpose of
the petition and asked why it
would raise issues that might
hurt the sentiments of the Jain
community. In response, the pe-
titioner argued that the matter
was a public issue and even
mentioned a divorce case

in Gujarat that allegedly
involved the use of on-
ions in food. The
court expressed
strong displeasure
and warned the
lawyer not to file

such petitions again. The
bench said it would take strict
action if similar petitions were
submitted in the future.
Apart from this petition,
four other PILs filed by the
lawyer were also dismissed.
These included pleas seeking
regulation of harmful content
in alcohol and tobacco prod-
ucts, mandatory registration of
properties, and guidelines for
declaring classical languages.
The court said the petitions
showed a lack of careful
thinking and had no
clear legal foundation.
The Chief Justice add-
ed that heavy penal-
ties could have been
imposed if the peti-
tioner had not
been a lawyer.

Jaishankar meets

NATION
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Doval, Chauhan
amid Mideast crisis

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held a meeting
with National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval and Chief of
Defence Staff Anil Chauhan
in Parliament on Monday to
review the ongoing conflict
in West Asia and its possible
impact on India.

Earlier, Jaishankar ad-
dressed the Rajya Sabha and
informed members that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is personally monitor-
ing the fast-changing situa-
tion in the region. He said
the government has issued
advisories to Indian citizens
living in Iran and other af-
fected areas, stressing that
the safety of Indians abroad
remains the top priority.

Jaishankar said different
ministries are working to-
gether to respond quickly to
the crisis. He added that the
Embassy of India in Tehran
is fully operational and help-
ing Indian students and
workers. According to him,
several students have al-
ready been moved to safer
places because of the rising
tensions.

The minister also said ef-
forts are underway to help
Indians who are currently
stranded in countries such as
Qatar and Jordan so that
they can return home safely.

India reviews the West
Asia situation as the
government monitors
developments, en-
sures safety of citizens
abroad and discusses
security concerns with
top defence and na-
tional security officials

Providing details about the
impact of maritime disrup-
tions, Jaishankar told the
House that two Indian mer-
chant sailors have lost their
lives and one sailor is still
missing. He said the conflict
has become a major concern
for India as the region is
close to the country and
plays an important role in
India’s economy.

The minister pointed out
that nearly one crore Indians
live and work in Gulf coun-
tries, while thousands are in
Iran for study and employ-
ment. He also warned that
West Asia is crucial for In-
dia’s energy security be-
cause it supplies large
amounts of oil and gas.

Jaishankar said increas-
ing tensions could disturb
supply chains and worsen
regional instability. He re-
peated that India supports
dialogue and diplomacy to
reduce tensions and re-
store peace.

PARTIES SEEK 2-PHASE POLLS IN BENGAL

KOLKATA

Representatives of several po-
litical parties in West Bengal
met the full bench of the Elec-
tion Commission of India on
Monday and suggested that
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions be held in a maximum
of two phases.

The meeting was attended
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar along
with Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi. West Bengal
Chief Electoral Officer Manoj
Agarwal and other senior of-
ficials were also present. The

meeting took place at a hotel
in New Town near Kolkata.

Leaders from major parties
including the Trinamool Con-
gress, Bharatiya Janata Party,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), Indian National
Congress, Aam Aadmi Party,
National People's Party and
All India Forward Bloc at-
tended the discussion.

According to officials,
several parties recommend-
ed that the election should
be held in one or two phases
and assured the commission
of their support to maintain
peace during polling.

Party representatives also

2.
”

requested the commission to
take strict action against an-
ti-social elements and pre-
vent voter intimidation. They
stressed the need for strong
security arrangements, in-
cluding the deployment of

ELECTION comMission of mn"l.é 7
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adequate numbers of Central
Armed Police Forces to pre-
vent violence and ensure safe
voting. Some parties raised
concerns about the possible
use of crude bombs, illegal
firearms, money power and

muscle power during the elec-
tions. During the meeting, the
Chief Election Commissioner
assured the parties that the
commission would take all
necessary steps to conduct
free, fair and transparent
elections in the state. He said
the commission follows the
law strictly and has zero tol-
erance for violence during
elections. Kumar also said
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion of electoral rolls was
carried out in a transparent
manner. He added that Forms
6, 7 and 8 can still be submit-
ted for inclusion, deletion or
correction of voter details.

ECI ignored concerns over SIR: TMC

KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress on
Monday claimed that its con-
cerns about the SIR exercise
were not addressed during a
meeting with the full bench of
the Election Commission of
India. State minister Chandri-
ma Bhattacharya said the party
delegation was told that the
matter would be decided by
the Supreme Court of India
since the TMC has already ap-
proached the court. The meet-

ing was attended by Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar along with Elec-
tion Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sand-
hu and Vivek Joshi.
West Bengal Chief
Electoral Officer
Manoj Agarwal was
also present. The dis-
cussion with political
parties was held at a hotel in
New Town near Kolkata.
Speaking to reporters after the
meeting, Bhattacharya said the

commission repeatedly stated
that the matter was sub judice
whenever the TMC raised the
issue of the SIR ex-
ercise. She ques-
tioned why the meet-
ing was called if the
commission was not
ready to hear the par-
ty’s concerns.

’ Bhattacharya said
the party had approached the
court to protect people’s rights
and insisted that raising the
issue was necessary.

_RICERID

India sends rice aid to drought-hit Malawi

NEW DELHI

India has sent a humanitarian
shipment of 1,000 metric tons
of rice to Malawi to help the
African nation deal with food
shortages caused by drought
linked to the El Nino weather
phenomenon. The rice con-
signment was shipped from
Nhava Sheva Port and is
meant to provide immediate
relief to people facing food
scarcity due to severe drought
and crop failures. The assis-
tance highlights India’s con-
tinued support to developing
countries and its commitment
to cooperation among nations

of the Global South.

Sharing the information on
social media, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Rand-

hir Jaiswal said the shipment
aims to strengthen the India—
Malawi partnership in food
security. He said the move

reflects India’s efforts to sup-
port partner countries and
promote South-South cooper-
ation during difficult times.

The El Nino climate pattern
has disrupted rainfall in sev-
eral parts of southern Africa,
including Malawi, leading to
poor agricultural output and
growing food insecurity. Ma-
lawi is a landlocked country
in southeastern Africa and de-
pends heavily on agriculture
for both food supply and eco-
nomic stability.

Due to prolonged dry spells
linked to El Nino, the produc-
tion of maize, the country’s
main staple crop, has been

badly affected. As a result,
millions of people are facing
the risk of food shortages.

El Nino occurs in the tropi-
cal Pacific Ocean when sea
surface temperatures become
warmer than usual. This
change weakens trade winds
and affects weather conditions
across the world. While some
regions receive heavy rainfall
and floods, others face
drought and dry conditions.

Scientists closely monitor
El Nino because it can influ-
ence global temperatures, ag-
riculture, fisheries and weath-
er systems such as monsoons
and hurricanes.
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Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
said Parliament should discuss
India’s position and the safety
of citizens amid the ongoing
conflict in the Middle East.

The Samajwadi Party presi-
dent said the current situation
has created conditions similar
to wartime and requires urgent
discussion on national securi-
ty, foreign policy and the pro-
tection of Indians living or
travelling abroad.

In a post on X, Yadav said
when the Budget Session of
Parliament of India went into
recess, the country was facing
different issues. However, the
conflict in West Asia has now
created new concerns that
need immediate attention.

He said Parliament should
debate India’s official stand on
the conflict and review the
country’s foreign policy deci-
sions. Yadav also raised con-

cerns about decisions related
to essential resources such as
oil, claiming that India has
moved from independent deci-
sion-making to following di-
rections from the United
States. The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister said
questions related to India’s
sovereignty and self-reliance
should also be discussed in the
present situation. According to
him, these matters directly af-
fect the country’s future and
require serious debate in the
House. Yadav also stressed
that the safety of Indian citi-
zens working or travelling in
regions affected by the conflict
must be ensured. He called on
the government to take steps to
bring them back safely.

He also mentioned journal-
ists and media personnel who
had travelled abroad with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi but were unable to re-
turn after the war began.




HUBBALLI

QUICK READ

Swiss prosecutors
expand probe into Crans-
Montana SkiBar fire

Geneva
According to a legal docu-
ment seen by Reuters,
Crans-Montana Mayor
Nicolas Feraud has been
named as a defendant
and summoned for ques-
tioning on April 13. The in-
vestigation centres on po-
tential criminal negli-
gence linked to the deadly
fire that tore through the
Le Constellation baron
January 1. The fire claimed
the lives of 41 people,
most of them teenagers
who were celebrating the
New Year at the popular
ski resort venue. The
tragedy shocked Switzer-
land and prompted a na-
tionwide review of safety
standards at entertain-
ment venues and tourist
facilities. Feraud, who is
in his 50s, did not imme-
diately respond to re-
quests for comment re-
garding his inclusionin
the investigation.

Sydney court weighs
protecting suspect
family

Sydney
The request was made on
Monday during a hearing
in a Sydney court con-
cerning 24-year-old
Naveed Akram, who has
been charged in connec-
tion with one of Austral-
ia’s deadliest mass shoot-
ings in decades. Authori-
ties allege that Akram
opened fire during a Jew-
ish Hanukkah celebration
at Bondi Beach on De-
cember 14, killing 15 people
and injuring several others.
According to police investi-
gators, the attack shocked
the nation and sparked a
major counterterrorism re-
sponse.
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IRAN SUCCESSION SPARKS OIL PRICE SURGE

Mojtaba’s elevation to the country’s most powerful position appears to shut down hopes for a swift diplomatic
resolution to the conflict currently destabilizing the Middle East.

® Continued from page 1

Mojtaba Khamenei (56), a
Shi’ite cleric known for his
strong ties to Iran’s security
establishment, has emerged
as the successor to his fa-
ther.

Analysts say the decision
reflects the continued domi-
nance of hardline factions
within Iran’s political and
military leadership. His ele-
vation to the country’s most
powerful position appears to
shut down hopes for a swift
diplomatic resolution to the
conflict currently destabiliz-
ing the Middle East.

Leadership transition
intensifies global
economic uncertainty
The leadership transition has
also intensified global eco-
nomic uncertainty. The con-
flict has already disrupted
international energy supplies,
creating one of the most se-
vere shocks to global oil
markets in recent history.
Following the announcement
of Mojtaba Khamenei’s ap-
pointment, oil prices surged
sharply while global stock
markets recorded steep de-

clines, reflecting fears that
the war could drag on and
further strain energy sup-
plies.

Mojtaba Khamenei is be-
lieved to enjoy significant
support from Iran’s powerful
security forces and the exten-
sive business networks con-
nected to them.

However, his leadership
has been strongly rejected by
the United States. U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump has de-
clared the new leader unac-
ceptable and has reiterated

demands for Iran’s uncondi-
tional surrender, further
deepening tensions between
the two countries. Despite
the growing international
pressure, Iranian state media
broadcast images of large
crowds gathering in several
cities to show support for the
new Supreme Leader. Dem-
onstrators were seen waving
Iranian flags and carrying
portraits of both Mojtaba
Khamenei and his father, Ali
Khamenei.

In the central city of Isfah-
an, state television reported
the sound of explosions from
nearby airstrikes even as loy-
alists assembled in the histor-
ic Imam Square. Crowds
gathered beneath a stage dis-
playing portraits of the late
leader and his successor,
chanting religious slogans
and expressing defiance.
Meanwhile in Tehran,
mourners attending public
gatherings were heard sing-
ing slogans praising the
Khamenei leadership, reflect-
ing a mix of grief, national-
ism, and support for the new-
ly appointed Supreme Leader
as the country braces for an
uncertain future.

Oil output, exports knocked by Iran conflict as prices rise

SINGAPORE

The growing instability in the Middle East

has sparked serious concerns among global
policymakers, with many nations scrambling
to prevent the sharp rise in energy prices
from triggering wider economic shocks.
Oil markets reacted strongly to the esca-
lating conflict, with prices jumping dramat-
ically after major producers reduced output
while Tehran signalled that hardline leader-
ship would continue to steer the country’s

political direction.

Amid rising fears of supply shortages, fi-
nance ministers from the Group of Seven
(G7) nations are expected to discuss the pos-
sibility of a coordinated release of emergen-

cy oil reserves.

According to a French government source,
the issue will be taken up during a meeting
scheduled for Monday as member nations
explore ways to stabilize global energy mar-

kets and calm investors.

The potential release of strategic oil re-
serves is seen as one of the few immediate
measures available to governments to count-
er the rapid surge in prices. Such coordinat-
ed actions have been used in the past during
global crises to increase supply and prevent
extreme volatility in energy markets.

Countries heavily dependent on Middle

Eastern oil have already begun implement-
ing domestic measures. In South Korea,
which imports nearly 70 percent of its oil

from the region, President Lee Jae Myung

announced that the government would intro-
duce a cap on fuel prices — the first such
move in nearly three decades. The decision
is aimed at protecting consumers and busi-

nesses from sudden spikes in energy costs.

Speaking at an emergency government
meeting, Lee warned citizens against panic
buying and emphasized the seriousness of
the situation. He described the ongoing cri-
sis as a significant burden on South Korea’s
economy, noting that the country relies
heavily on global trade and energy imports
from the Middle East.

Hezbollah clash

JERUSALEM

According to Hezbollah, the
confrontation took place
during an Israeli airborne op-
eration in eastern Lebanon.
The group claimed its fighters
engaged Israeli troops during
the raid, marking what could
be the second such military
operation in the area in recent
days. The statement suggests
that the conflict between the
two sides is intensifying be-
yond routine cross-border ex-
changes. The Israeli military
did not immediately confirm

)

*

regarding Hezbollah’s claims,
an Israeli military spokesper-
son said there was no immedi-
ate comment on the reported
clash. Lebanon became direct-
ly involved in the expanding
regional conflict after Hezbol-
lah launched attacks against

es with I

Israel earlier this month. The
group said its actions were in-
tended to avenge the killing of
Iran’s former Supreme Leader,
Ali Khamenei, whose death
triggered widespread tensions
across the Middle East. Hez-
bollah, which was founded in
1982 by Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards, has long been one of
Tehran’s most powerful allies
in the region. Meanwhile, Is-
raeli forces continued their
aerial campaign against Hez-
bollah positions on Monday.
Airstrikes targeted Hezbol-
lah-controlled southern sub-

sraeli forces in Lebanon

urbs of Beirut, sending thick
plumes of smoke rising over
parts of the Lebanese capital.
Residents reported hearing
multiple explosions as Israeli
aircraft carried out the strikes.
The Israeli military also is-
sued renewed warnings urging
residents in the targeted areas
to evacuate for their safety. In
addition, Israeli authorities an-
nounced that they would take
action against Al-Qard
Al-Hassan, a financial institu-
tion linked to Hezbollah that
Israel accuses of helping fi-
nance the group’s operations.

Govts push tougher age checks
on social media for kids

SAN FRANCISCO

For years, child safety advo-
cates urged technology compa-
nies to take stronger steps to
prevent minors from accessing
harmful content or creating ac-
counts on platforms meant for
adults.

However, many tech firms
maintained that implementing
reliable age verification sys-
tems would be impractical and
potentially compromise user
privacy.

That stance is now facing in-
creasing pressure from govern-
ments worldwide. Policymak-
ers are introducing new regula-
tions requiring platforms to
verify the age of users before
allowing access to certain on-
line services. These measures
aim to prevent children from
being exposed to harmful con-
tent or interacting with poten-

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

tially dangerous online commu-
nities.

The push gained momentum
after Australia implemented a
landmark ban on social media
accounts for teenagers earlier
this year. The move is being
closely watched by regulators
in Europe, Brazil, and several
U.S. states, many of whom are
now considering similar rules.

In the United States, Califor-
nia Governor Gavin Newsom
— widely viewed as a potential
Democratic candidate in the
2028 presidential race — re-
cently expressed support for
stricter age limits and verifica-
tion systems for online plat-
forms. Interest in such mea-
sures is also emerging from the
Republican side of the political
spectrum, with reports indicat-
ing that Trump is also examin-
ing potential policies related to
age restrictions online.
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Calls grow in UK to cancel King Charles’
planned US visit after Trump remarks

LONDON

Ed Davey, leader of the Lib-
eral Democrats, said on Mon-
day that the British govern-
ment should reconsider the
proposed April visit by King
Charles to the United States.

Davey argued that the visit
would place the British monarch
— who serves as the country’s
ceremonial head of state — in
the middle of an increasingly
tense political dispute between
London and Washington.

His comments come after
repeated criticisms of Prime
Minister Keir Starmer by
President Trump. The U.S.
leader had accused Starmer of
damaging the long-standing
Special Relationship between
the United States and the
United Kingdom after Britain
initially blocked the U.S.
from using British military
bases for strikes against Iran.

#

Trump reportedly remarked
that Starmer was not Winston
Churchill and claimed the
British prime minister had
helped ruin the historic alli-
ance between the two coun-
tries. The remarks intensified
diplomatic friction at a time
when tensions are already
high due to ongoing conflicts
in the Middle East.

The dispute follows another
controversy earlier this year
when Trump suggested that

European forces had largely
avoided frontline combat
during the Afghanistan war.
The statement prompted a rare
public rebuke from Starmer,
who described the comments as
frankly appalling.

He noted that such remarks
were deeply offensive to the
families of the 457 British
service personnel who lost
their lives during the
two-decade conflict in Af-
ghanistan.

Blast damages Synagogue in Belgium’s
Liege in ‘anti-Semitic’ attack
3

LIEGE

The explosion occurred at
around 4 a.m. local time (0300
GMT), sending shockwaves
through the neighbourhood
and shattering windows at the
synagogue as well as in a
building across the street.
According to Belgian public
broadcaster RTBF, the force of
the blast blew out several win-
dows and caused structural
damage to the targeted site.
Belgian Interior Minister
Bernard Quintin strongly con-
demned the incident, describing
it as a despicable antisemitic
act aimed directly at the Jewish
community in Belgium. Au-
thorities are treating the blast as
a deliberate attack and have
begun an investigation to deter-
mine those responsible.
Quintin also announced that
security measures around Jew-
ish institutions and other po-
tentially vulnerable sites
across the country would be

strengthened in response to the
incident. Police and security
services are expected to in-
crease patrols and surveillance
to prevent further attacks.
Leaders of Belgium’s Jew-
ish community expressed deep
concern and shock following
the explosion. Eitan Bergman,
Vice-President of the Coordi-
nating Committee of Jewish
Organisations in Belgium
(CCOIJB), said the attack had
shaken members of the com-
munity, particularly because

Liege is home to a relatively
small but closely connected
Jewish population.

Bergman noted that the syn-
agogue plays an important role
in the local Jewish community,
serving as a place of worship
and gathering for residents.
Liege is home to a very small
but vibrant Jewish community
where I personally grew up, he
said, adding that the incident

has left community mem-
bers feeling saddened, worried
and deeply shocked.

'India second-largest arms
importer after Ukraine; Pak
relies heavily on China'

® Continued from page 1

Over the past decade, India
has also diversified its de-
fence procurement sources,
gradually reducing depen-
dence on Russia while in-
creasing purchases from
Western partners such as
France, Israel and the United
States.

“Russia’s share of Indian
arms imports fell from 70% in
2011-15 to 51% in 201620,
and further to 40 per cent in
2021-25,” SIPRI said.

China—Pakistan arms nexus
sharpens India’s security con-
cerns

According to SIPRI, India’s
continued procurement of for-
eign military hardware is
largely shaped by its security
competition with China and
Pakistan.

“India was the world’s sec-
ond-largest recipient of major
arms in 2021-25 with an
8.2% share of total global
arms imports. Its arms im-

ports are driven by tensions
with both China and Pakistan.
These tensions have regularly
led to armed conflict, as they
did briefly between India and
Pakistan in May 2025, with
both sides using imported ma-
jor arms,” the report said.

Pakistan emerged as the
fifth-largest importer of major
arms worldwide during 2021-
25, rising sharply from 10th
place in 2016-20. Its arms
acquisitions increased by 66%
between the two periods and
accounted for 4.2% of global
imports.

China continued to domi-
nate as Pakistan’s principal
defence supplier, providing
80% of the weapons it im-
ported in 2021-25, up from
73% in the previous five-year
period.

SIPRI also noted that al-
though China exported major
weapons systems to 47 coun-
tries during this period, a sig-
nificant share was concentrat-
ed in Pakistan.

NATO launches Arctic
military drills amid rising
tensions over Greenland

HARSTAD

The Cold Response exercise,
scheduled to run from March
9 to March 19, is designed to
strengthen NATO’s ability to
defend its members in the Eu-
ropean Arctic. The strategic
region has gained increasing
attention due to its proximity
to Russia and the growing
geopolitical competition for
influence in the Arctic.

The drills are being conduct-
ed mainly in northern Norway
and Finland, both of which
share borders with Russia and
play a critical role in NATO’s
northern defence strategy. This
year’s exercise will involve
approximately 25,000 troops
from around 14 participating
nations, including the United
States and Denmark.Officials
said the exercise will focus not
only on traditional military op-
erations but also on the role
civilians play in supporting
defence efforts during crises.
This includes coordination be-
tween military forces, local
authorities, and civilian infra-
structure to maintain supply
chains and emergency services
during potential conflicts.Cold
Response is now integrated
into NATO’s broader Arctic
Sentry mission, an initiative
aimed at strengthening the al-
liance’s presence and opera-
tional readiness in the polar
region. The mission was

¢ launched partly to ease ten-

sions sparked by renewed po-
litical debate over Greenland’s
strategic importance.U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump has re-
peatedly argued that the Unit-
ed States needs control of
Greenland to counter potential
threats from Russia and China
in the Arctic. According to
Trump, the island’s strategic
location and natural resources
make it crucial for future secu-
rity and military positioning.
However, both Denmark and
Greenland’s government have
firmly rejected the idea of any
U.S. takeover. Leaders in Co-
penhagen and Nuuk have reit-
erated that Greenland is not for
sale and remains an autono-
mous territory within the
Kingdom of Denmark.Despite
the political disagreements,
both Denmark and the United
States are participating in the
Cold Response drills alongside
other NATO allies. The United
States is expected to deploy
around 4,000 troops for the
exercise.




TUESDAY » MARCH 10, 2026

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

SPORTS

O ibcworldnews.com

Ciashes Erupt athrox as Celtic Beat

w

Rangers in Scottish Cup Quarter-Final

Violence broke out at Ibrox Stadium in Glasgow after Celtic defeated Rangers in
the Scottish Cup quarter-final, triggering chaotic scenes involving rival supporters

GLASGOW

The highly anticipated clash
between Scotland’s biggest
football rivals, Celtic and
Rangers, ended in dramatic
fashion as Celtic secured a
4-2 victory in a penalty
shootout after the match fin-
ished goalless during regular
time. The intense encounter
was played in front of nearly
50,000 spectators at Rangers’
home ground, Ibrox Stadium,
in Glasgow.

However, the match was
overshadowed by ugly scenes
that unfolded immediately af-
ter the final whistle. Support-
ers from both sides rushed
onto the pitch, with several

fans throwing flares and other
objects across the field. Some
individuals were seen cover-
ing their faces as tensions es-
calated between rival groups.
Police officers and stadium
stewards quickly moved in to
form a barrier between the
opposing fans in an attempt to
prevent further clashes.
Meanwhile, players from both
teams hurried off the pitch as
security personnel worked to
regain control of the situation.
Authorities later confirmed
that several individuals were
arrested following the inci-
dent. Police Scotland strongly
condemned the disorder, de-
scribing the behaviour as un-
acceptable and dangerous.

Chief Superintendent Kate
Stephen issued a statement on
the official Police Scotland
website criticising the distur-
bances. She described the
scenes as shameful and con-
firmed that both officers and
members of the public had
been injured during the con-
frontation. Officers and mem-
bers of the public have been
injured in this despicable dis-
play and I want to express my
thanks to all officers and staff
deployed, Stephen said.

She added that investiga-
tions were already underway
and that police would work
closely with both football
clubs and the Scottish Foot-
ball Association to determine

the circumstances surround-
ing the incident.

A number of arrests have
already been made, and Po-
lice Scotland will now work
with both clubs and the Scot-
tish Football Association to
carry out a robust investiga-
tion following the scenes on
the pitch at the conclusion of
the match, she said.

The latest clash highlights
ongoing concerns surrounding
fan behaviour during the
fiercely contested Old Firm
derby, one of football’s most
intense rivalries. Authorities
are expected to review securi-
ty arrangements and take fur-
ther action following the in-
vestigation.

Iraq Coach Graham Arnold Seeks Postponement
of World Cup Playoff Amid Travel Disruptions

TEHRAN

The Iraqi team is scheduled to
face either Bolivia national
football team or Suriname na-
tional football team in Mon-
terrey, Mexico, on March 31
in a high-stakes inter-confed-
eration playoff. However, on-
going travel restrictions and
airport closures in parts of the
Middle East have raised seri-
ous concerns about whether
players and staff will be able
to travel in time for the fix-
ture.

Coach Graham Arnold
said the current situation
could prevent several key
players from joining the
squad if travel routes re-
main disrupted. He
warned that assembling a
team consisting only of
players based outside
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country's biggest game in 40
years, Arnold told the Austra-
lian Associated Press from his
home in the United Arab
Emirates.

The Australian coach em-
phasised the emotional signif-
icance of the match for Iraqi
fans and the country’s foot-
ball community. Iraq has not
qualified for the FIFA World
Cup since 1986, and the up-
coming playoff represents a
rare opportunity to return
to the global tourna-
ment.

The Iraqi people
are so passionate
about the game of
9 football that it is

insane. The fact
a that they haven't
qualified for 40
years is probably
the main reason [

took this job, Arnold said.

He added that the team
management is currently ex-
ploring possible alternatives
to overcome the travel chal-
lenges. With airports affected
by regional instability, offi-
cials are working to identify
alternative routes or solutions
that would allow the full
squad to reach Mexico in time
for the match.

The Iraqi football federa-
tion is expected to remain in
discussions with international
football authorities regarding
the situation. Arnold ex-
pressed hope that a practical
solution, including a possible
postponement of the playoff if
necessary, could be reached to
ensure fair competition and
allow Iraq to field its stron-
gest team in the decisive en-
counter.

another season.

Travis Kelce Considering 14th NFL
Season, Open to Playing for Another Team

Ferrari, a key member of Italy’s
forward pack, sustained the injury
during Italy’s landmark 23-18
victory over England at the Stadio
Olimpico in Rome on Saturday.
The 31-year-old prop started the
match but was forced to leave the
field in the S1st minute due to the

neck problem.

The tighthead prop has been an
important figure for Italy
throughout this year’s Six Na-
tions campaign, starting all four
matches played so far. His pres-
ence in the front row has been
central to Italy’s strong scrum-
maging performances during the

tournament.

Italy’s victory over England
marked a historic milestone for
the national side, as it was the
first time they had defeated En-
gland in the Six Nations. The win
followed another impressive re-
sult earlier in the championship,
when Italy secured a victory over
Scotland in their opening match.

Ferrari’s absence will be a set-
back for Italy as they prepare for
their final fixture of the tourna-
ment. The coaching staff are ex-
pected to choose between Mu-
hamed Hasa and Mirco Spagnolo
as a replacement for the injured

prop.

Italy will travel to Cardiff on
Saturday for the decisive encoun-
ter against Wales, with the team
aiming to achieve another historic
milestone by winning three
matches in a single Six Nations

campaign for the first time.

Kelce, who will turn 37 in Oc-
tober, has been one of the most
accomplished tight ends in NFL
history. Since being drafted by
the Kansas City Chiefs in the
third round of the 2013 NFL
Draft, he has become a corner-
stone of the team’s offence and
a key contributor to their sus-
tained success.

Over the course of his career,
Kelce has been selected to 11
Pro Bowls and earned four
first-team All-Pro honours, ce-
menting his reputation as one
of the league’s most dominant
players at his position. Howev-
er, the veteran has been careful-
ly considering his future in the
league and has reportedly de-
bated retirement during each of
the past two offseasons.

A new factor has emerged
this year as Kelce becomes an
unrestricted free agent after
completing a two-year contract
extension worth $34.25 million.
With the deal now expired, his
representatives are expected to
explore discussions with multi-
ple teams regarding potential
opportunities for the upcoming
season.

The Kansas City Chiefs,
meanwhile, are adopting a pa-
tient approach as they await
Kelce’s decision. The franchise
is currently managing sala-
ry-cap constraints and has indi-
cated that it is prepared for ei-
ther outcome — whether Kelce
decides to retire or return for

Chiefs general manager Brett
Veach said the team has been
planning for both possibilities
while maintaining open com-
munication with the player and
his representatives.

We've kind of prepared for
either scenario, Veach said at
the NFL Scouting Combine on
February 24. We're trying
to position ourselves that
either way, we have a
plan moving forward.

Veach also con- |
firmed that he
planned to meet with
Kelce’s representa-
tives after the com-
bine to discuss the
situation further.
While acknowledging
the need to establish a
clear timeline and
deadline for a deci-
sion, he described the
discussions with
Kelce’s camp as posi-
tive.

As one of the most
respected veterans in |
the league, Kelce’s
next move will be
closely watched by
teams and fans alike.
Whether he continues
his career with Kan-
sas City or explores
opportunities else-
where, his decision is
expected to have sig-
nificant implications
for the upcoming
NFL season.
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LUKA DONCIC

Scores 35 as Lakers Beat Knicks
110-97 Despite LeBron’s Absence

LOS ANGELES

The Lakers maintained con-
trol throughout the contest,
producing a wire-to-wire vic-
tory over the Knicks even in
the absence of their star for-
ward LeBron James. The vet-
eran sat out the game after
also missing Friday’s win
over the Indiana Pacers,
marking the first time this
season he has missed consec-
utive games. Earlier in the
campaign, James had been
sidelined for the first 14
games due to sciatica affect-
ing his back and leg.

In his absence, Luka
Donci¢ stepped up to lead the
Lakers’ offence with an im-
pressive 35-point display. The
guard played a pivotal role in
the third quarter, where he
scored 14 points and helped
the Lakers pull away from
their opponents.

The Lakers entered the sec-
ond half with a modest advan-
tage before dominating the
third quarter. Donc¢i¢ spear-
headed a strong offensive
push as Los Angeles out-
scored New York 34-20 in the
period. His scoring burst
came during a decisive 20—8
run over the final seven min-
utes of the quarter, transform-

Luka Doncic delivered
a standout
performance with 35
points as the Los
Angeles Lakers
secured a 110-97
victory over the New
York Knicks

ing a 6861 lead into a com-
manding 88-69 advantage
heading into the final period.
Doncié¢ finished the night
shooting 11 of 25 from the
field and added two
three-pointers during the cru-
cial third-quarter surge. His
ability to control the tempo
and deliver key baskets
helped the Lakers build a
comfortable cushion.
However, the Lakers experi-

enced some struggles in the
fourth quarter after taking
their large lead into the final
period. The team went cold
offensively, missing 10 con-
secutive shots as the Knicks
attempted to reduce the deficit.
The scoring drought finally
ended when Donci¢ banked in
a layup to extend the Lakers’
lead to 104-91 with just over
two minutes remaining. The
Slovenian star then sealed the
victory by knocking down an-
other three-pointer with 65
seconds left on the clock.
Despite the late-game lull,
the Lakers’ strong perfor-
mance in the earlier quarters
proved enough to secure a
convincing win, with
Donci¢’s leadership and scor-
ing proving decisive in guid-
ing the team past the Knicks.

The Buffalo Sabres staged a dramatic comeback to defeat the Tampa
Bay Lightning 8-7 in a high-scoring NHL clash, with Josh Doan
netting the decisive power-play goal in the closing stages

Sabres Edge Lightning 8-7 in Thriller;
Penguins Rally to Beat Bruins in Overtime

BUFFALO

In one of the most dramatic
games of the season, Buffalo
overcame two separate two-
goal deficits and survived a
chaotic third period to secure
the narrow victory. The Sa-
bres initially appeared in con-
trol after building a 4—1 lead,
but Tampa Bay mounted an
impressive comeback by scor-
ing five unanswered goals,
turning the game on its head
with a 64 advantage early in
the final period.

The momentum continued
to swing as both teams traded
goals before Buffalo launched
a late surge. The Sabres
scored three goals in just 4
minutes and 40 seconds to re-
claim the lead and ultimately
seal the win. Josh Doan’s sec-
ond power-play goal proved
decisive in capping the frantic
contest.

Buffalo received strong of-
fensive contributions through-
out the lineup. Alex Tuch and
Jason Zucker each scored
twice, while Sam Carrick and
Rasmus Dahlin also found the
net. Bowen Byram provided
key support with three assists,
and Tage Thompson delivered
an outstanding playmaking
performance with four assists,

=9 =aArs
extending his points streak to
11 games with six goals and
nine assists during that span.

Despite the loss, Tampa
Bay produced a strong attack-
ing display. Nikita Kucherov
led the Lightning with two
goals and an assist, while J.J.
Moser contributed a goal and
two assists. Goals also came
from Corey Perry, Zemgus
Girgensons, Brayden Point
and Brandon Hagel, while
Darren Raddysh recorded
three assists.

In another thrilling NHL
contest, the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins defeated the Boston
Bruins 5-4 in overtime after
staging a remarkable come-

back from a 3—0 deficit.

Tommy Novak scored the
winning goal just 17 seconds
into overtime. The decisive
moment came after Egor Chi-
nakhov forced a turnover,
drove toward the net and bat-
tled for possession, allowing
Novak to charge down the
slot and bury the loose puck.

Anthony Mantha played a
crucial role in the comeback
by scoring twice in the third
period, while Chinakhov and
Connor Dewar also added
goals for Pittsburgh. Novak
finished the game with a goal
and an assist as the Penguins
completed a dramatic turn-
around victory.

Coco Gauff Retires Hurt from Indian
Wells Clash Against Alex Eala

CALIFORNIA

The unexpected retirement
marked only the second time
in Coco Gauff’s professional
career that she has been
forced to withdraw from a
match. The 21-year-old
American, considered one of
the favourites to win the title
in California, took a medical
timeout before the final game
of the contest.

Despite the treatment,
Gauff decided she could not
continue and approached
Alex Eala at the net to

\\ concede the match. She
apologized to her opponent

while acknowledging the
strong performance from the
Filipino player.

I’m sorry. You were
playing great, Gauff told
Eala as the two shared a
brief embrace following
N the withdrawal.

-\ The early exit came as

a surprise given Gauff’s re-
cent dominance over Eala.
Just three weeks earlier, the
American had defeated the
same opponent convincingly
in the quarter-finals of the
Dubai tournament with a 6-0,
6-2 scoreline.

Following the match, Gauff
explained that the pain in her
arm was sudden and intense,
describing the experience as
alarming.

It felt like a firework was
going off inside of my arm,
and then my whole arm felt
like it was on fire, she said
while speaking to reporters
after the match.

The two-time major cham-
pion added that doctors sus-
pect the issue could be related
to a nerve problem, though
further tests are needed to de-
termine the exact cause.

We’re going to figure out
what it is tomorrow, but based
on the feeling, I’'m being told

4

that it’s probably something
nerve-related, Gauff said.

She admitted that the un-
usual sensation left her wor-
ried, noting that she had never
experienced anything similar
before.

Never felt a sensation like
this before, she added, de-
scribing the situation as scary.

Gauff’s only previous re-
tirement from a professional
match occurred in 2022
during a tournament in Cin-
cinnati.
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India has 74-day
reserves of oil,
petroleum products: Min

New Delhi
India currently has a total
capacity for storage of
crude oil and petroleum
products for 74 days, which
can help to tide over dis-
ruptions in case of adverse
situations such as geopo-
litical conflicts, the Parlia-
ment was informed on
Monday. The government
has established Strategic
Petroleum Reserves facili-
ties with a total capacity of
5.33 million metric tonnes
(MMT), whichcanactasa
buffer for short-term sup-
ply shocks such as geopo-
litical conflicts. Thisis
meant to provide for about
9.5 days of crude oil re-
quirement. In addition, Oil
Marketing Companies
(OMCs) inthe country
have storage facilities for
crude oil and petroleum
products for 64.5 days.
Hence, the current total
national capacity for stor-
age of crude oil and petro-
leum products is 74 days,
Minister of State for Petro-
leum and Natural Gas
Suresh Gopi told the Rajya
Sabhain a written reply.

Pakistan’s waron
Afghanistan casts
shadow over IMF funding

Islamabad
Pakistan’s raging war
across the border with Af-
ghanistan has put in dan-
ger the next instalment of
the IMF funding that Is-
lamabad so desperately
needs, according to a me-
dia article. The IMF team
is currently visiting Paki-
stan for its third-round re-
view of the country’s
economy, ahead of the
next tranche of funding.
The team is looking close-
ly at whether the eco-
nomic decisions that Is-
lamabad is taking meet
the requirements that
have been fixed by the
multilateral lending insti-
tution to ensure that Paki-
stan’s economy recovers
so that it is in a position to
repay the loans, according
to the article in the South
China Morning Post.
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3,200 MSMEs in Ahmedabad
receive 362.83 crinterest subsidy

‘MSME units play a crucial role in generating employment
opportunities while requiring relatively low investment’

GANDHINAGAR

Responding to a question
during the Assembly session,
Minister of State for Indus-
tries Dr. Jayram Gamit said
the financial assistance was
provided to strengthen MS-
MEs, which he described as a
vital driver of the state’s eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment.

He noted that MSME units
play a crucial role in generat-
ing employment opportunities
while requiring relatively low
investment. According to the
minister, the government has
introduced several incentives
to promote and support these
enterprises through the At-
manirbhar Gujarat
Scheme—-2022.

MSME units play an im-
portant role in the economic

and social development of the
state. These units generate
greater employment with rel-
atively low investment, and to
encourage them, financial as-
sistance is provided under the

Atmanirbhar Gujarat
Scheme—-2022, Gamit told the
Assembly.

The minister informed the
House that a total of 3,283 ap-

plications for interest subsidy
were approved in Ahmedabad
district during the past year.
As a result, 26,283.20 lakh,
equivalent to 262.83 crore,
was disbursed to eligible
MSME units as part of the
scheme’s support measures.
Providing an overview of
the MSME landscape in the
district, Gamit said Ahmed-
abad currently has more than
5.99 lakh registered MSME
units. These include 5,85,175
micro enterprises, 13,029
small enterprises and 1,218
medium enterprises, high-
lighting the district’s strong
entrepreneurial ecosystem.
He also presented a talu-
ka-wise breakdown of the
subsidy distribution. Benefi-
ciaries in Ahmedabad taluka
received the highest amount
of %3,501.67 lakh. This was

followed by %1,820.63 lakh
distributed in Daskroi taluka,
2644.85 lakh in Sanand, and
%262.20 lakh in Bavla. Small-
er allocations included 340.21
lakh in Dhandhuka and
%13.64 lakh in Viramgam.

Gamit further highlighted
that the MSME sector in
Ahmedabad district has at-
tracted significant investment
in recent times. In 2025 alone,
a total of 2,844 new MSME
units were established in the
district, bringing in fresh in-
vestments worth 35,619.80
crore.

He said this surge in new
enterprises and investments is
making a substantial contribu-
tion to Gujarat’s industrial
growth and strengthening the
state’s position as a major hub
for small and medium-scale
industries.

Manchester-
bound flight
returns to origin
amid closures in
Middle East

NEW DELHI

IndiGo’s Manchester-bound
aircraft that departed from
Delhi returned to its origin
after spending almost seven
hours in the air due to sudden
airspace restrictions linked to
the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East, the low-cost air-
line confirmed on Monday.
According to an IndiGo
spokesperson, flight 6E033 --
operating from Delhi to Man-
chester -- had to return due to
last-minute airspace restric-
tions. Due to the evolving sit-
uation in and around the Mid-
dle East, some of our flights
may take longer routes or
experience diversions, the of-
ficial said.

No major impact on India due
to rise in global oil price: FM

NEW DELHI

Responding to a question in
the Lok Sabha, the Finance
Minister said crude oil prices
had been declining over the
past year until geopolitical
tensions in West Asia trig-
gered a sudden surge. She ex-
plained that the escalation
began on February 28, 2026,
when the United States and
Israel launched military
strikes on Iran, leading to a
broader conflict in the region.
According to Sitharaman,
the price of crude oil in the
Indian basket increased sharp-
ly following the outbreak of
hostilities. Between the end of
February and March 2, 2026,
crude prices rose from $69.01
per barrel to $80.16 per bar-
rel. Despite this spike, she
indicated that the immediate
impact on India’s inflation is
expected to remain limited.
Given that India's inflation
is near the lower bound, the
impact on inflation is not es-
timated to be substantial at
this point, the Finance Minis-

ter told Parliament.

Global crude oil prices have
been climbing since late Feb-
ruary as tensions in the Mid-
dle East intensified. After the
initial strikes by the US and
Israel, Iran responded with
retaliatory drone and missile
attacks targeting US military
bases in the region, raising
concerns about disruptions to
global energy supplies.

Sitharaman referred to the
Reserve Bank of India’s Mon-
etary Policy Report released
in October 2025, which had
assessed the potential impact
of higher oil prices on infla-
tion. The report estimated that
if crude oil prices rise by 10
per cent above the baseline
assumptions, and if the in-

crease is fully passed on to
domestic consumers, inflation
could increase by around 30
basis points.

However, she noted that the
medium-term effect of global
crude price fluctuations on
domestic inflation depends on
several factors. These include
exchange rate movements,
global demand and supply
conditions, the effectiveness
of monetary policy transmis-
sion, the prevailing inflation
environment, and the degree
to which higher crude costs
are passed through indirectly
into the economy.

The Finance Minister also
highlighted the recent im-
provement in India’s inflation
trends. Average retail infla-
tion, measured by the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI), de-
clined from 5.4 per cent in
2023-24 to 4.6 per cent in
2024-25. Tt further dropped to
1.8 per cent during the April—
January period of the 2025—
26 financial year, indicating a
steady easing of price pres-
sures in the economy.
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India eg as a
strategic partner
for EU: Report

NEW DELHI

An article published in India
Narrative noted that recent
high-level diplomatic engage-
ments and upgraded partner-
ship frameworks between In-
dia and several European
countries have significantly
strengthened the relationship.

Nations such as Germany,
France, Italy, and Finland,
along with the leadership of
the European Union, have ex-
panded cooperation with In-
dia beyond traditional trade
and economic exchanges.

The report said these devel-
opments have effectively po-
sitioned Europe as India’s
second strategic theatre, com-
plementing the core Indo-Pa-
cific security network an-
chored by the Quad grouping.
Historically, India’s engage-
ment with Europe was domi-
nated by trade, development
assistance, and diaspora-relat-
ed political interactions. How-
ever, the relationship has now
broadened to include strategic
sectors such as technology
supply chains, defence
co-production, clean energy
transition, and collaborative
efforts in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

Over the past five years, the
EU has increasingly viewed
India as a key stabilising
force in global affairs and an
important voice representing
the Global South. This shift in
perception was highlighted by
the European Commission’s
College of Commissioners
making an unprecedented vis-
it to India in February 2025,
signalling Brussels’ growing
strategic engagement with
New Delhi.

At the same time, several
EU member states have inten-
sified their bilateral partner-

India’s relationship
with Germany and the
European Union (EU)

has evolved from

primarily trade-based

ties into a broader
strategic partnership

encompassing
economics

ships with India. France has
elevated its ties with India to
a Special Global Strategic
Partnership, while Germany is
marking 25 years of its strate-
gic partnership with New Del-
hi. Italy has unveiled an am-
bitious Joint Strategic Action
Plan for the 2025-2029 peri-
od, and Finland has strength-
ened its strategic partnership
through a series of high-level
ministerial and presidential
visits in early 2026.

According to the article
written by Anushree Dutta,
this multi-layered engagement
has created an overlapping
framework of cooperation.
EU-level agreements focus on
trade, digital connectivity, and
infrastructure initiatives,
while individual member
states pursue deeper collabo-
ration with India in defence,
industrial development, and
technology sectors.

The report also highlighted
that Germany’s relationship
with India, historically based
on economic complementari-
ty, is increasingly shifting to-
ward a strategic partnership
centred on industrial collabo-
ration and green energy tran-
sition. German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz’s visit to India
in January 2026 was seen as a
clear signal that Berlin con-
siders New Delhi a key In-
do-Pacific partner rather than
merely an emerging market.

Govt buys back 36,309 cr of
securities via RBI Switch Auction

MUMBAI

Government securities, com-
monly referred to as G-Secs,
are debt instruments issued by
the government to raise funds
from the market. These secu-
rities are considered low-risk
investments as they carry a
sovereign guarantee and gen-
erally provide fixed returns to
investors.

According to the govern-
ment, the bonds repurchased
in the latest switch auction
were part of securities sched-
uled to mature in the next fi-
nancial year. Through this
operation, the government
effectively replaced near-
term liabilities with bonds
that mature over a longer
time horizon.

The securities bought back
included %1,684 crore of 7.33
per cent GS 2026, 1,035
crore of 5.74 per cent GS
2026, 3590 crore of 8.15 per
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cent GS 2026, and 3,000
crore of 8.24 per cent GS
2027.

In return, the government
issued longer-duration bonds
to investors. These included
%1,719.236 crore of 6.57 per
cent GS 2033, 3986.526 crore
of 7.62 per cent GS 2039,
605.609 crore of another
tranche of 6.57 per cent GS
2033, and %3,120.426 crore of
7.40 per cent GS 2062.

A switch auction is a mech-
anism that allows the govern-
ment to exchange bonds that
are close to maturity with new
bonds that have a longer ma-
turity period. This strategy
helps the government manage

its debt profile more efficient-
ly by spreading out repayment
obligations over time rather
than concentrating them with-
in a short period.

Such operations are also
aimed at reducing near-term
pressure on the government’s
finances while maintaining
liquidity and stability in the
bond market. By extending
the maturity profile of its
debt, the government can
better align repayment sched-
ules with long-term fiscal
planning.

The latest operation marks
the fourth switch auction con-
ducted by the RBI since Feb-
ruary as part of the govern-
ment’s ongoing debt manage-
ment strategy. Three similar
auctions had already been held
carlier, reflecting a continued
effort to smoothen the redemp-
tion profile of government se-
curities and ensure orderly
management of public debt.

Domestic aviation stocks tumble over 8
pc as crude crosses $110

MUMBAI

Shares of Indian aviation
companies on Monday wit-
nessed heavy selling pressure
as tensions in the Middle East
escalated, pushing crude oil
prices past the $110 per barrel
mark after major producers
reduced output while the
Strait of Hormuz remained
effectively closed due to the
Iran conflict.

Several airline and heli-
copter service provider
stocks declined sharply, in-
cluding InterGlobe Aviation

(IndiGo). IndiGo shares
ended at Rs 4,236, down
around 4 per cent on the
BSE. The stock hit an in-
tra-day low of Rs 4,035.65,
plunging 8.37 per cent from
last week’s closing level.
Similarly, shares of Spice-
Jet declined 6.64 per cent to
close at Rs 13.07 on the ex-
change. The scrip recorded
an intraday low of Rs 12.85
on Monday, an 8.21 per cent
fall from the previous close.
Meanwhile, shares of Fly-
SBS Aviation -- listed in the
SME category on the NSE

-- closed around 5 per cent
lower at Rs 433.35.

In contrast, shares of pri-
vate helicopter operator,
Global Vectra Helicorp,
ended higher at Rs 158 on
the BSE.

Equity benchmarks also
witnessed selling across
sectors, except for the tech-
nology index. Sensex
plunged 1,352.74 points or
1.71 per cent to close at
77,566.16, while the Nifty
50 settled at 24,028.05,
down 422.40 points or 1.73
per cent.

India’s IT sector faces a 14 16% Al drlven deflation

NEW DELHI

India’s IT sector faces a 14-
16% Al driven deflation but
robust US corporate earnings
in Q4 2025 and incremental
investment could offset much
of the hit, a report said on
Monday.

The report from HSBC
Global Investment Research
said these factors could lead
to mid-single digit 'net'
growth for some IT compa-
nies on a net basis.

Top US corporate results
(clients of Indian IT) remain
robust in Q4 2025 and nota-
bly, the forward earnings ex-
pectations of the S&P 500
were upgraded further.

Improving business outlook

and Al-led productivity gains
should drive incremental in-
vestment in enterprise soft-
ware migration, legacy tech
modernisation and Al adop-
tion, the report noted.

The research firm also pre-
dicted that Indian IT compa-
nies may shift away from
'beat-and-raise' guidance to
more 'realistic to even aggres-
sive' guidance.

For both the believers and
sceptics of Al there remains a
lack of substantial real-world
tangible case studies to sup-
port claims of Al cannibalisa-
tion of traditional software,
the report said, adding that the
Al narrative and uncertainty
are driving the stock valuation
de-rating.

Unfortunately for the sec-
tor, there are no high-frequen-
cy data to counter the Al nar-
rative, it said, pointing to
FY27 guidance from major IT
companies in April as the
most important catalyst for
the sector.

The macro backdrop is
quite favourable for the sector
as most top clients are report-
ing strong earnings. However,
there could be some pause in
spending due to the rapidly

evolving frontier Al models
and uncertainty around the
adoption curve which could
affect near-term demand, the
firm forecasted.

Despite the short-term pres-
sures on profitability, IT com-
panies saw improving de-
mand conditions in the De-
cember quarter, with artificial
intelligence moving from ex-
perimentation to operational
deployment and influencing
deal pipelines and hiring.

Major IT companies have
either revised or raised their
revenue guidance for the year,
while management commen-
tary from other companies
highlighted strong expecta-
tions around artificial intelli-
gence-led growth.

Government assures raw material supply to
highway builders amid disruption concerns

NEW DELHI

The government has assured
highway construction compa-
nies that supplies of key raw
materials such as bitumen,
cement and diesel will remain
adequate despite logistics dis-
ruptions linked to the US-Iran
war, sources said.

Citing sources, a report
from NDTV Profit said that
officials from the National
Highways Authority of India
met with members of the Na-
tional Highways Builders
Federation after contractors
raised concerns about delays
in truck movements and ship
offloading that have created
bottlenecks in delivery of ma-
terials, sources said.

Consequently, several con-
struction firms approached
authorities and sought force
majeure provisions in their

contracts arguing that disrup-
tions could impact project
timelines and raise costs.

Sources mentioned provi-
sions in infrastructure con-
tracts that allow certain forms
of relief in the event of ex-
traordinary disruptions, which
contractors are reportedly ex-
ploring.

As bitumen prices reported-
ly rose around Rs 2,000 per
tonne, contractors are worried
about margins.

Industry representatives
also warned that higher diesel
costs could pass through to
cement and steel prices be-
cause fuel influences manu-
facturing and transportation
expenses. So far, there has
been no increase in diesel
price.

Earlier, government sources
said on Saturday that petrol
and diesel prices will not in-
crease, adding that India’s
energy stock position is im-

proving and the situation is
becoming more stable.

The improving energy stock
situation has given the gov-
ernment greater confidence in
managing fuel supplies. India
has also taken steps to diver-
sify its crude oil imports to
reduce dependence on vulner-
able routes.

India has increased its
crude oil imports from sourc-
es other than the Strait of
Hormuz. Earlier, about 60 per
cent of India’s crude oil im-
ports came from sources out-
side the strategic shipping
route, but that share has now
increased to around 70 per
cent, according to sources.

Government currently ex-
pects state-run oil marketing
companies (OMCs) to absorb
the impact for now and pump
prices of fuels will remain the
same, according to reports.
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Jaipur Polo Team Wins SMS Gold Vase,
Secures Ninth Title of the Season

The Jaipur Polo Team continued its impressive run this season as it clinched the prestigious
SMS Gold Vase title with a narrow 6-5.5 victory over Krishna Polo in a thrilling final

JAIPUR

The final proved to be a
fiercely competitive encoun-
ter, with both teams exchang-
ing momentum across the
chukkers. Jaipur Polo began
the match on a strong note,
applying early attacking pres-
sure to take a 2—1.5 lead at the
end of the first chukker. How-
ever, Krishna Polo quickly
responded in the second chuk-
ker, with Kr. Vishal Singh Ra-
thore spearheading the come-
back. His efforts helped
Krishna Polo edge ahead to a
narrow 3.5-3 lead at halftime.

Jaipur Polo regained con-
trol in the third chukker as
they improved possession and
capitalised on scoring oppor-
tunities. Leading from the
front, HH Maharaja Sawai
Padmanabh Singh delivered
clinical finishes that helped
Jaipur move ahead 5-3.5,
shifting the momentum firmly
in their favour.

Krishna Polo mounted a
strong challenge in the final
chukker, with goals from Kr.

/11\ -e

Vishal Singh Rathore and Rk.
Sidhant Singh bringing the
contest to a tense finish. De-
spite the pressure, Jaipur main-
tained their defensive disci-
pline and composure in the
closing stages, successfully
managing the game to
seal a 6-5.5 victory and
lift the coveted SMS
Gold Vase trophy.
Earlier in the semi-fi-
nal clash against RPC,
Jaipur Polo staged a re-
markable comeback af-
ter falling behind early

4 1ng 4.5-4 at halftime.

in the match RPC dommated
the first chukker and built a
commanding 3.5-1 lead. Jai-
pur gradually fought back in
the second chukker with
goals from Br. Harshodya
Singh and Yogendra Singh,
narrowing the gap and trail-

T h e turning
point came
i third

ker
§ Jai-
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ened its defence and took
control of possession. Goals
from Kr. Divyamaan Singh
Dujod and HH Maharaja
Sawai Padmanabh Singh
helped Jaipur take a narrow
5-4.5 lead.

Carrying this momentum
into the final chukker, Jaipur
extended their advantage to
8-5.5, confirming their place
in the final. For Jaipur, Br.
Harshodya Singh and Yogen-
dra Singh scored two goals
each, while Kr. Divyamaan
Singh Dujod added one goal.
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‘Not every inspiring sporting story ends
with a trophy’: Bindra hails Lakshya

NEW DELHI

Even in defeat, Lakshya Sen
has captured admiration
across the sporting world,
earning praise from Olympic
gold medallist Abhinav Bin-
dra for his resilience at the All
England Open 2026.

Sen went down 21-15, 22-
20 to Lin Chun-Yi of Chinese
Taipei in the men’s singles
final, settling for a silver
medal. Despite the loss, Bin-
dra highlighted the qualities
Sen displayed on the court.

Not every inspiring sport-
ing story ends with a trophy.
Over the last few days, Lak-
shya Sen has shown India
what courage, resilience and
belief truly look like,
Bindra wrote on X. 4

Bindra’s tribute f
underscored that
Sen’s journey was
about more than
the scoreline. His
run to another All
England final,
through extraordinary
wins and immense phys-
ical pain, has been about
far more than a result, he
said, praising the |

The Olympic champion
also emphasised the lesson
Sen provides to the next gen-
eration of Indian athletes: He
has reminded young India that
greatness lies not only in win-
ning, but in the honesty of
effort, the dignity of the

fight and the
strength to keep be-
lieving.

Concluding his
post, Bindra ex-
pressed his per-
sonal pride in Sen,
saying, | am Proud
of you, @lakshya
sen. Very, very -
proud.

Sen /
spent

over five hours on court in

the earlier rounds and faced a

tough challenge against the

lightning-fast Lin. He started
slowly in the first game,
struggling with the depth of
his lifts and tosses, allowing

Lin to seize control and take

the opening game.

In the second game, Sen
raised his tempo, winning
six consecutive points
from 3-4 to lead 9-4. How-
ever, Lin gradually clawed
back, engaging Sen in long
rallies and ultimately con-
verting his second match

~ point to clinch the
title. Lin became
the first men’s
|\ singles player

& from Chinese
° Taipei to
~ win the

prestigious
tournament.

W T h i s
marked Sen’s
second All

England final

appearance after

| his skill, determi-
nation, and resil-
ience despite fall-
ing just short of

24-year-old for his grit g g ; s
and determination. o~ B ‘ \ the trophy.

INDIA T20 TRIUMPH
Suryakumar Yadav [

Calls T20 Win
Wonderful Journey

AHMEDABAD

Reflecting on India’s World
Cup campaign, Suryakumar
Yadav acknowledged that the
tournament did not begin ex-
actly as the team had hoped,
but praised the squad’s resil-
ience and unity in overcoming
early challenges.

Obviously, it has been a
wonderful journey in the last
one month. Though it didn't
start the way we wanted it to
start, but then it's part of the
sport. Throughout the journey
till today, it has been very
special. And collectively as a
team, what we've achieved, I
think it's right in front of you.
So very happy with that,
Surya said while addressing
the media at the post-match
press conference.

Looking ahead, the Indian
skipper made it clear that the
team is already setting its
sights on future milestones.
He emphasised that winning
an Olympic gold medal when
cricket returns to the Games
in Los Angeles in 2028 is a
major objective, along with
aiming for another T20 World
Cup title.

Very happy with that. And
as you rightly said, definitely
the next goal is the Olympics
Olympic Gold and also the
2028 World Cup. Don't forget,
he added.

In the final, India produced
a dominant all-round perfor-
mance to overpower New
Zealand. Batting first, India
posted a massive 255 for 5,
the highest total ever recorded
in a T20 World Cup final. The
innings was powered by a
blistering knock from Sanju
Samson, who smashed 89
runs off just 46 balls. He was
well supported by Ishan Kis-
han, who scored 54, and
Abhishek Sharma, who con-
tributed a rapid 52.

Samson and Sharma laid a
solid foundation with a 98-run
opening partnership, setting
the tone for India’s big total.
Later, Shivam Dube added a
quick cameo in the closing
overs to help the team cross
the 250-run mark.

New Zealand, chasing a
daunting target, struggled
against India’s disciplined
bowling attack. Jasprit Bum-
rah spearheaded the bowling
effort with an outstanding spell
of 4 wickets for 15 runs, while
Axar Patel chipped in with 3
for 27 to dismantle the top or-
der. Although Tim Seifert
fought hard with a valiant 52,
wickets continued to fall at
regular intervals as India
maintained relentless pressure.
The New Zealand innings
eventually folded for 159 in 19
overs, handing India a com-
manding 96-run victory.

. S

The triumph marked a his-
toric achievement for India,
making them the first team to
retain the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup title and the first
to win the tournament three
times. Under Suryakumar Ya-
dav’s leadership, the team
delivered a comprehensive
performance with both bat
and ball, underlining India’s
dominance in the shortest for-
mat of the game.

You performed when it mattered the
most — Virat Kohli halls San]u Samson

MUMBAI

Legendary cricketer Vi-
rat Kohli on Sunday
heaped praises on In-
dia's wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Sanju Samson for his
phenomenal perfor-
mance in the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup triumph,
for which he was ad-
judged the Player of the
Tournament.

Samson, who came
into the playing XI as a
replacement player as
the top-order was not
producing the desired
runs because of
Abhishek Sharma's poor
run of scores, struck
half-centuries in three
successive matches as
India fought back from the
brink of elimination to clinch
a historic third title in the T20
World Cup. India also became
the first nation to win back-

g

to-back titles and to triumph
on home soil.

And Samson played a key
role in the historic triumph,
and Virat Kohli highlighted

his contribution in a social
media post on Sunday night.

What a remarkable tourna-
ment from the most well-de-
served Man of the Tourna-
ment @imsanjusamson. You
performed when it mattered
the most. Really happy for
you, Chetta, wrote Kohli in
his Instagram story that was
accompanied by a poster by
ICC declaring Samson as the
Player of the Tournament.

Samson really turned out to
be the star of the campaign
for India. He first rescued the
team with a masterful unbeat-
en 97 against the West Indies
that helped India emerge vic-
torious in the do-or-die Super
8 stage match.

He then scored 89 in the
semifinal against England,
which laid the foundation of
India's massive score of 253/7
against England at the Wank-
hede Stadium in Mumbai, as
India won by seven runs.

Kerala
Government
to Honour

| After India’s
'T20 World

5 Cup Trlumph

Gautam Gambhlr Dedicates
India’s T20 WC Triumph to
Dravid, Laxman, Agarkar

AHMEDABAD Indian cricket, especially be-

hind the doors, because CoE

Addressing the media at the
post-match press conference
following India’s title-win-
ning performance, Gambhir
said the trophy belonged not
just to the current squad but
also to those who helped
build the team’s strong foun-
dation over the years.

First of all, I think I should
dedicate this trophy to Rahul
Bhai first and then Laxman
Bhai because what Rahul
Bhai has done to keep Indian
cricket in such a good shape,
I have to thank him for every-
thing what he's done during
his tenure, Gambhir said.

Rahul Dravid, who previ-
ously served as India’s head
coach, played a key role in
shaping the current generation
of players and establishing a
stable structure within the
team. Gambhir acknowledged
that the systems put in place
during Dravid’s tenure helped
ensure continuity and consis-
tency in the national side.

Gambhir also praised
VVS Laxman, who current- |
ly heads the BCCI’s Centre !
of Excellence (CoE), high-
lighting his contribution in
nurturing players and main-
taining a steady pipeline of
talent for the national team.

VVS Laxman for uncondi-

tionally doing so much for [

remains the pipeline for Indi-
an cricket, Gambhir said.

He noted that the work
done at the Centre of Excel-
lence often goes unnoticed
but plays a crucial role in
preparing players for interna-
tional competition. Accord-
ing to Gambhir, the staff at
the CoE have worked tire-
lessly to help players recover
from injuries and return to
match readiness. The India
coach also acknowledged
chief selector Ajit Agarkar
and his se- lec-
tion panel
for their f
commit-
ment and
honesty in
building
the squad.

AHMEDABAD

Sanju Samson emerged as
one of the key performers in
India’s commanding victory
in the T20 World Cup final
on Sunday. His dazzling
knock in the title clash

- played a crucial role in an-

choring India’s imposing

" total, a fearless innings that

has been widely hailed as
one of the defining mo-
ments of the tournament.
Samson’s explosive bat-
ting not only helped secure
India’s emphatic victory but
also cemented his place
among the country’s World
Cup heroes. Cricket fans
across the country, especial-
ly in Kerala, celebrated the
performance that showcased

- the wicketkeeper-batsman’s
. composure and attacking

flair on the biggest stage.
Announcing the felicita-
tion, Education Minister V.
Sivankutty said the Kerala
Government intends to cel-

. ebrate Samson’s achieve-

ment in a fitting manner,

ﬁ%’k LN

recognising the pride he has
brought to the state through
his remarkable perfor-
mance.

The state is proud of San-
ju Samson’s contribution to
India’s historic victory. His
performance has inspired
thousands of young cricket-
ers in Kerala, the minister
said.

Sivankutty, who also hails
from the state capital Thiru-
vananthapuram, noted that
Samson’s journey from a
local cricket enthusiast to an
international star has be-
come a source of motivation
for aspiring athletes across
the state.

Sanju Samson grew up in
a modest coastal neighbour-
hood near the Trivandrum |
International Airport in Thi-
ruvananthapuram, where he
first developed his passion
for cricket while playing on
local grounds. His talent |
soon became evident as he |
progressed through age-
group cricket and domestic |
tournaments. :
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Congratulations to ICC and my frlend
Jay Shah for another wonderfully
organised T20 WC: Infantmo

NEW DELHI

The ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2026 concluded on a
high note with India securing
a historic victory in the final,
capping off an exciting tour-
nament that drew widespread
global attention. Following
the conclusion of the tourna-
ment, FIFA President Gianni
Infantino extended his con-
gratulations to ICC chairman
Jay Shah, acknowledging the
successful staging of the
event and its significance for
international sport.
Infantino commended the
I CC leadership for
. organising a
h tournament
W that show-
& 1 cased the
i growing
* populari-
ty and
competi-

tiveness of cricket on the
world stage. In his message,
he recognised the efforts of
the ICC and its leadership in
delivering a high-quality
global event that captivated
fans and demonstrated the
sport’s expanding global
reach.

The tournament saw teams
from across the cricketing
world compete in an intense
month-long contest that fea-
tured thrilling matches, stand-
out performances and re-
cord-breaking moments. In-
dia’s eventual triumph in the

- final added a historic chapter
» to the nation’s cricketing

legacy and highlighted the
team’s dominance in the
shortest format of the game.
Under the leadership of

' ICC chairman Jay Shah, the

governing body has worked
to expand cricket’s global
footprint and strengthen inter-
national competitions.
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