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Troubleshooterin trouble!

No end to DK Shivakumar’s troubles as minister, aspirant knock on Delhi doors; Krishna Byre
Gowda in Delhi for clarity on Bengaluru Development portfolio as CM retains BDA, BMRDA

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
may have more firefighting to do
amid dissatisfaction among his
cabinet colleagues over portfolio
allocations.

The CM weathered the Rama-
linga Reddy storm last week
after the senior leader withdrew
his resignation, but looks like
more turbulence is headed his
way as Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda, who has been allocated
the Bengaluru Development port-
folio, has still not taken charge.

As per sources, Gowda has his
apprehensions over managing the
portfolio without clarity. Gow-

for which hectic lobbying is on by
aspirants. The new government
has been hit with a series of em-

barrassing resentments within 7 8

the first week itself.

The ‘hurtburn’ called
~ Greater Bengaluru

Byre Gowda is reportedly unhappy that

BDA and BMRDA, which are responsible

~ for major projects such as a Rs
27,000-crore Bengaluru Business Corridor,
Rs 1,139-crore Hebbal short tunnel proj-
ect, and the proposed Rs 18,000-crore
Bidadi township, have been kept out
of his portfolio. The develop-
ment comes after Congress

§ high command resolved

' ,.!kl £ leader and Water Re-
Y sources Minister Rama-

differences with senior
: 5, sy linga Reddy, persuading

da has been allocated the
Greater Bengaluru Devel-
opment portfolio, while the
Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) and Benga-
luru Metropolitan Region De-

velopment Authority (BMRDA)
remain with the Chief Minister.
Interestingly, Bengaluru Devel-
opment portfolio had led to Red-
dy's heartburn after which he
had resigned on June 5 just two
days after taking oath. Reddy
had claimed that he was promised
the portfolio, but instead it was
allocated to Gowda and Reddy
was assigned Irrigation ministry.
Now, it seems even the minister
allocated the high-profile portfolio

is seeking clarity.

The Congress leadership had
managed to placate Reddy and he
later took back his resignation.

Shivakumar had last week tak-
en oath along with 13 ministers
and has 21 vacancies left to fill,

A

Apart

from the

Reddy episode,
another senior leader
Muniyappa had voiced his

Muniyappa told reporters.

dissatisfaction with the min-
istry he has been allocated.
Muniyappa, who has been given
Food and Civil Supplies portfolio,
said that as the "senior most" leader
he deserved a better portfolio. "I
have told the leadership that as a
senior most member of the Cabinet,
I should get an important portfolio,"

He said that he had informed
party leadership, including Rahul
Gandhi, about his expectations.

him to withdraw his res-
ignation after he was de-
nied the Bengaluru Develop-

ment portfolio. As per party sourc-

es, Gowda has landed in Delhi to
urge the high command to clear the
confusion over the portfolios. Along with
Gowda, MLA Rizwan Arshad has also

flown to Delhi amid lobbying for ministerial
berths ahead of Shivakumar Cabinet's expansion.
Both leaders are considered close to Rahul Gand-
hi. However, senior Congress leaders, including

b 2 Rahul Gandhi, are in Bengaluru for the funeral of

senior AICC secretary Suraj Hegde (55), who passed

away on June 7. As per sources, discussions on the issue

are likely only after the leadership returns to Delhi. Con-
gress MLA from Shivajinagar, Arshad, served as the
chairman of the Joint Review Committee for the Great-
er Bengaluru Governance Bill, 2024. The committee's
work led to the establishment of the GBA. Gowda has
been entrusted with the Greater Bengaluru Development
portfolio. His responsibilities include the GBA, the five

city corporations under GBA, the Bengaluru Water Sup-

ply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB), and the Bengaluru
Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL).

Internal dissent
and Delhi rushes

The newly-formed
government has been
immediately hit with
organizational turbulence:

PORTFOLIO UNHAPPINESS:SEc:!

senior leaders have reportedly voiced
displeasure over their assigned minis-
tries. Minister KH Muniyappa publicly
requested a more significant portfo-
lio given his seniority.

THE KB GOWDA STALLED START:

Bengaluru Development Minister Kr-
ishna Byre Gowda has notably not
taken charge of his department yet.

HIGH COMMAND INTERVENTION:

Dissatisfied ministers and aspirants
are rushing to New Delhi to lobby the
Congress high command for better
positions, fueling speculation that
the cabinet formation s still in flux.

| MISSED OPPORTUNITIES:J\ ST
Chief Minister G Parameshwara open-
ly expressed deep disappointment
over missing the CM post three times
and even admitted he had considered
quitting politics if denied the top role.
His remarks have sparked fresh de-
bates about internal power dynamics
within the state.

(o, 18/ :5Shivakumar already had
to put out fires earlier in the week
when eight-time MLA Ramalinga
Reddy tendered his resignation. Red-
dy was reportedly unhappy with be-
ing allotted the Irrigation portfolio in-
stead of the much-coveted Bengaluru
Development role. While Shivakumar
managed to resolve that specific cri-
sis after marathon late-night meet-
ings, it highlighted the challenges the
new CM faces in keeping veteran
leaders aligned.
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Trump slams Ministers praise Hardik cleared for
court freeze on Modi’s twelve ODI return after
H-1B fee ruling years, Viksit successful fitness

decision Bharat vision tests at CoE

PM Modi calls for
de-escalation in talks
with Kuwait Emir

Modi also expressed
deep concern over the
escalation of tensions

in West Asia and

reaffirmed India's
strong condemnation
of attacks on Kuwait's

sovereignty.

v
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday called for de-esca-
lation in the Middle East and
stressed the need for dialogue
and diplomacy during a phone
call with Kuwait's Emir Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah.

As per a statement from the
Prime Minister’s Office, the two
leaders discussed the evolving
security situation in the region.

Modi expressed "deep con-
cern" over the escalation and
reaffirmed India's "strong con-
demnation of attacks on Ku-
wait's sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity." He also called
for "de-escalation, dialogue
and diplomacy" to restore
peace and stability as soon as
possible, the statement said.

Modi thanked the Amir for
his personal attention to the
continued well-being and the
safety of the large Indian com-
munity in Kuwait.

The development comes
days after an Indian national
was killed in an Iranian strike,
first time since an April cease-
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Inside the conversation

m The two leaders
exchange views on the
situation in West Asia.

= PM Modi reaffirms India’s
strong condemnation
of attacks on Kuwait’s
sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

m Modi reiterates call
for de-escalation,
dialogue and diplomacy.

= PM thanks His
Highness the Amir for
his personal attention to
the well-being and
safety of the Indian
community in Kuwait.

fire, on the Kuwait Internation-
al Airport on June 3. The attack
came amid escalating tensions
between Israel and Iran.
Kuwait stated that Iranian
strikes killed one person, in-
jured 63 and damaged key fa-
cilities, including diplomatic
missions. Iran's IRGC claimed
that the attacks targeted US
bases in Kuwait in retaliation
for a recent American strike on
Qeshm Island in southern Iran.

Will conduct error-free NEET:

NEW DELHI

With less than two weeks re-
maining for the National Eli-
gibility cum Entrance Test -
Undergraduate (NEET-UG)
2026 re-examination, Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan said that the test
would be conducted in a
"completely error-free" man-
ner and that results would be
declared on schedule.

He told media on Tuesday
that the National Testing
Agency (NTA) had completed
extensive preparations for the
June 21 examination and ex-
pressed confidence in the
agency's ability to conduct the
test smoothly. "We had said
earlier that we would conduct
an error-free NEET examina-
tion this time, and I want to
reassure everyone once
again," he said. He also as-
sured candidates that the re-
sults would be announced on
time so that students do not
lose valuable academic time.

Exam in 551 cities
Pradhan said the re-examina-

tion will be conducted across
551 cities in India through
5,435 examination centres.
The test will also be held at
14 centres outside the coun-
try. "I have complete confi-
dence in our team. All the
necessary arrangements are
being completed," he said,
adding that the responsibility
had been taken up with "seri-
ousness and ac-
countability".

The June 21 re-test
comes after the Cen-
tre cancelled NEET-
UG 2026 following
allegations of paper
leaks and examination malprac-
tice, triggering uncertainty for
more than 22 lakh candidates
across the country.

‘Probe into paper leak on’
On the alleged paper leak that
led to the cancellation of the
original examination, he said
the probe was still underway.
"The CBI is getting to the
bottom of it and examining
what irregularities occurred
and where they took place,"
he said.

-

RESORT POLITICS RETURN

Pradhan

NTA, NMC, ministry
officials toface
parliamentary panel
over NEET-UG re-exam

Senior officials from the
Ministries of Health and
Education, the National

Testing Agency (NTA)
and the National Medical
Commission (NMC) will
brief a parliamentary panel
on Wednesday on the
conduct of the NEET-UG
re-examination scheduled
for June 21. The Depart-
ment-related Parliamenta-
ry Standing Committee on

Health and Family Welfare

has summoned the Higher
Education Secretary, the

Health Secretary and
senior officials of the NTA
and NMC to brief members
on the re-examination pro-
cess. This will be the third
parliamentary panel before
which officials from the
two ministries, the NTA and
the NMC have appeared in
connection with NEET-re-
lated issues.

Modi govt
intoxicated on
power: Cong on
Ujjwala refill cut

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday hit
out at the government over its
reduction of the number of
subsidised refills of LPG gas
cylinders under the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana and
alleged that it only sheds
"crocodile tears" on the plight
of women while being "intox-
icated on power".

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge in an X post
said, "2016: Modi-ji claimed
that the Ujjwala Yojana would
liberate women from the
smoke of wood-burning
stoves. There was a promise
of 12 subsidized cylinders a
year. However, last year, that
number was reduced from
12 to 9. 2026: Now, the
number of subsidized cylin-
ders has been further cut
from 9 to just 4. In short a
promise of 12, but an inten-
tion of giving only 4."

Poaching fears: MP Cong moves MLAs to K’taka

BHOPAL

The Congress took several of
its MLAs in Madhya Pradesh,
barring a few senior legisla-
tors, from Bhopal to Bengal-
uru on Wednesday ahead of
the Rajya Sabha polls in the
state on June 18, PTI report-
ed.

The Congress is the ruling
party in Karnataka and is in
the Opposition in Madhya
Pradesh.

Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Umang Singhar
told the news agency that the
Congress MLAs “will defi-
nitely go to the state where
our government is in power”.
It is “important to keep an eye
out because of the way BJP
[Bharatiya Janata Party] is

trying to cause disruptions”,
he said.

While 48 Congress MLAs
boarded a flight on Tuesday
afternoon, another batch of
legislators was
likely to travel .
the evening, la
The Hindu
reported.

T h e
230-mem-
ber Assem-
bly is going
to elect three
members to the Rajya Sabha
on June 18. With the Assem-
bly’s effective strength at
229, a candidate requires 58
first-preference votes to win.

Of these seats, the BJP has
164 MLAs excluding the
speaker. While the Congress

has 63 MLA, its ally Bharat
Adivasi Party one.

The BJP has the numbers to
win two of the three seats as
it needs 116 votes to do so.

However, it will

be left with 48

votes that

are not suf-

ficient to

clinch the
third seat.

A's it
stands, the

Congress has 63
MLAs, giving it enough votes
to win the third seat. This is
despite the High Court having
barred one MLA from voting.
Another MLA’s vote is uncer-
tain because of a separate
court petition seeking her dis-
qualification.

The BJP initially fielded its
National General Secretary
Tarun Chugh and state unit
Secretary Rajneesh Agrawal.
It later named Mahesh Kewat,
the chairman of the Madhya
Pradesh Fishermen Welfare
Board, as its third candidate.

The Congress has only
fielded former MP Meenakshi
Natarajan.

The BJP nominating the
third candidate has led to con-
cerns in the Congress’ state
leadership about possible
poaching attempts.

The Congress’ state chief
Jitu Patwari said that while
the BJP speaks about wom-
en’s empowerment, it had
“fielded a candidate against
our women nominee despite
lacking eight to ten MLAs."

‘Forged signature’: CID storms Didi’s home

KOLKATA

As trouble mounts for TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee, a
team of CID officers reached
her Kalighat residence on
Tuesday as part of the inves-
tigation into the 'forged signa-
ture controversy' that has trig-
gered an unprecedented split
in the party.

Mamata's residence, which
she also uses as office, at 30B
Harish Chatterjee Street was
stormed by personnel from
the Kalighat police station
and a large contingent of
women police personnel.

This comes just days after
CID served notices seeking
information related to the al-
leged forging of signatures of
TMC legislators on a propos-
al submitted to the Assembly
Speaker for recognition of the
Leader of Opposition.

"In his response, Abhishek

Banerjee stated that signa-
tures of MLAs were collected
at the party's central office at
30B Harish Chatterjee Street.
Based on that statement, we
have come here as part of the
investigation," a CID officer
said.

TMC leader and former MP
Subhasish Chakraborty, how-
ever, said that the officers
were not allowed to enter.
"We have not allowed the
CID to enter the premises in
the absence of Abhishek Ba-
nerjee. Once he comes, the
CID can come and search the
house," Chakraborty said.

What's the controversy?

The signature controversy
has resulted in the biggest
internal crisis in the TMC's
28-year history. It is about a
proposal sent to the Speak-
er seeking recognition of
senior TMC MLA Sovandeb
Chattopadhyay as Leader
of Opposition allegedly
contained forged signatures
of several legislators. The
allegations led to the filing of
an FIR and a CID probe. This
has subsequently resulted
in an existential crisis for the
TMC as 58 of the TMC's 80
MLASs defied the party lead-
ership and backed expelled
MLA Ritabrata Banerjee
for the post instead of the
party's official nominee, So-
vandeb Chattopadhyay. Just
last week, the rebel camp
elected Ritabrata as LoP and
secured recognition from the
Assembly Speaker.

Rahul pays last respects to
Suraj Hegde in B’luru

BENGALURU : Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
paid his last respects to AICC
secretary Suraj Hegde (55),
who died of cardiac arrest late
on Sunday night.
Accompanied by Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar and
former CM Siddaramaiah,
Rahul visited Suraj's resi-
dence on BEL Road, where
the mortal remains were kept.
He consoled the grieving fam-
ily members, including
Suraj's wife Shilpa and their

e

two sons. AICC general sec-
retaries KC Venugopal and
Randeep Singh Surjewala
were also present.

The cremation was held at
the Hebbal crematorium on
Tuesday afternoon.

Suraj, the grandson of for-
mer Chief Minister D Devaraj
Urs, had worked closely with
Rahul as the AICC secretary
in charge of Puducherry and
Tamil Nadu. He was also the
vice chairman of the Karnata-
ka State Guarantees Imple-
mentation Committee.

BJP-JDS, Cong
spar over denial
of RS nomination

to Deve Gowda
BENGALURU

A political slugfest broke out
between the Congress and JDS
after the BJP declared M
Nagaraja as its Rajya Sabha
candidate from Karnataka.

Congress leaders called the
move a humiliation to the
IDS, saying that the BJP has
denied a Rajya Sabha nomina-
tion to JDS patriarch and for-
mer PM HD Deve Gowda
from Karnataka for a subse-
quent term.

AICC General Secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
that the BJP has decided to
field its former state-unit
vice-president over a former
PM. Hitting back, JD(S) urged
Surjewala to recall what Con-
gress did to Gowda when he
was the PM. “Kannadigas
have not forgotten Congress’
betrayal even after 30 years.”
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FOOTPATHS FOR PEOPLE, NOT OBSTACLES!”

MGP Takes Up the Mission to Reclaim
Mysuru’s Pavements; Meeting on Junel4

MYSURU

Can Mysuru achieve what
many consider impossible—
giving footpaths back to pe-
destrians?

The Mysore Grahakara Par-
ishat (MGP) believes it can,
and has chosen this urgent
civic issue as the focus of its
monthly meeting on Sunday,
June 14.

The meeting will be held at
MGP Office, 6/1 Vivekananda
Road, Yadavagiri, Mysuru, on
Sunday, June 14, 2026, at
4.00 pm.

The discussion gains signif-
icance in the wake of a land-
mark Supreme Court judg-
ment delivered in May 2025,
which reaffirmed that safe,
obstruction-free and disabili-
ty-friendly footpaths are an
integral part of the Right to
Life guaranteed under Article

21 of the Constitution. This
followed another major Su-
preme Court directive order-
ing a nationwide audit of
footpaths in 50 cities.

The concern is far from ac-
ademic. National statistics
reveal that pedestrians ac-
counted for a staggering
35,221 of the 1,72,890 road
accident deaths recorded in
2023. Many of these tragedies
were linked to missing foot-
paths, encroached pavements
and the absence of safe pedes-
trian crossings.

Mysuru has witnessed its
own painful reminders. Resi-
dents still recall the death of a
senior citizen who was run
over by a KSRTC bus near
Vivekananda Circle last year.
Equally heartbreaking was the
death of a four-year-old boy
in N.R. Mohalla after hot oil
from a street vendor’s stove

splashed on him from an en-
croached footpath.

To spark informed discus-
sion, Dr. H.S. Champa, Dean
of Mysuru School of Archi-
tecture, will present findings
from an ongoing city-wide
study conducted by architec-
ture students.

The survey has documented
the current condition of foot-

paths across Mysuru and un-
covered several surprising
realities, along with prelimi-
nary recommendations for
improvement.
Representatives from the
Police Department and Mysu-
ru City Corporation (MCC)
will participate in the interac-
tion and respond to questions
relating to footpath encroach-

ments. Key issues include ac-
tion taken following Supreme
Court directives, budget allo-
cations for pedestrian infra-
structure, relocation of autho-
rised street vendors, and mea-
sures to prevent vehicles from
parking on pavements.

A widespread public per-
ception that corruption and
vested interests have created
a nexus protecting encroach-
ments has often led to pessi-
mism about solving the prob-
lem. MGP, however, argues
that citizen participation and
institutional accountability
can help turn the tide.

Citizens wishing to raise
questions are requested to
send them in advance to:
mygrapa@gmail.com. For de-
tails, contact 0821-2515150.
The battle for Mysuru’s foot-
paths may finally be stepping
into the spotlight.

Understanding the divine through

knowledge:

MYSURU

Philosophers have explained
the relationship between hu-
man beings and God in vari-
ous ways, and true knowledge
lies in understanding this rela-
tionship properly, said Prof.
Nirmalya Narayan Chakravar-
ti, Vice-Chancellor of the Pres-
idency University, Kolkata.
Speaking after inaugurating
a three-day national seminar
on “Srimadhva and Sri Chai-
tanya — Extraordinary Propa-
gators Who Energised the
Vaishnava Movement,” or-
ganised by the Department of
Studies and Research in Phi-
losophy, University of My-
sore, in Manasagangotrion
Monday, he said that there are
two major philosophical ap-
proaches that view the rela-
tionship between the individ-
ual soul (Jiva) and the Su-
preme Soul (Paramatma) as
either distinct or unified. The
Gaudiya Vaishnava tradition
established by Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu explores this re-

lationship through the path of
devotion (Bhakti).

Prof Chakravarti said in this
tradition, Brahman is identi-
fied with Krishna, and the
various manifestations created
through His Hladini Shakti
(divine bliss-giving power)
constitute the cosmic play of
Maya. This tradition presents
the blissful activities created
by Maya through dance and
music, conveying the idea
that the human soul possesses
divine potential. It asserts that
the world itself is a creation
of God’s Maya and yet re-
mains real. Understanding
this divine play (Leela) is the

Prof. Chakravarti

path to realizing the true na-
ture of God.

Among those present were
Prof. Veeranarayana Pan-
durangi, Director of Purnapra-
jna Research Mandiram, Ben-
galuru; Prof. Dilip Kumar
Mohanty, former Vice-Chan-
cellor of Kalyani University,
Kolkata; Girish Kumar, Mem-
ber of the Indian Council of
Philosophical Research
(ICPR); Raghunath Ghosh;
Prof. M. Daniel, Director of
the Department of Studies and
Research in Philosophy; and
visiting professors Prof. S.
Venkatesh and Prof. V.N. She-
shagiri Rao.

World Environment Day celebrated
at Mahaveer Vidyamandir

MYSURU

World Environment Day was
celebrated by the My Bharat
Centre, Mysuru, under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of India,
in collaboration with Ma-
haveer Vidyamandir, Sriram-
pura.

The programme was inau-
gurated with the distribution
of saplings. Headmaster of
Mahaveer Vidyamandir, Sri-
kantha Datta N., presided
over the event.

Science teacher Lakshmi,
the chief speaker, addressed

the students on the signifi-
cance of World Environment
Day and the importance of
environmental conservation.
The programme was attended
by organiser Amit Kumar
C.L., Assistant Headmistress
Suma K.C., and members of
the school’s teaching staff.

Prizes were distributed to
students who emerged victo-
rious in the essay writing and
drawing competitions organ-
ised as part of the World En-
vironment Day celebrations.
Certificates were presented to
all participating students. On
the occasion, the students also
took a pledge expressing their
commitment to environmental
conservation and the creation
of a greener environment.

The programme concluded
with the distribution of sweets
to students and the creation of
awareness about environmen-
tal protection.

“Need for Yogasana training at
Chamundi Vihar Sports Hostel”

MYSURU

If the Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports
starts Yogasana training at the
Chamundi Vihar Sports Hos-
tel in Mysuru district, it will
be possible to provide Yogas-
ana athletes with quality
coaching based on scientific
methods and current competi-
tion rules, opined Kishore
M.R., Karnataka’s first
NIS-certified Yoga Coach.
He said that a structured
training system is essential

for the growth of Yogasana
as a competitive sport. Such
systematic coaching would
help nurture talented Yogas-
ana practitioners and develop
athletes capable of excelling
at both state and nation-
al-level competitions.

Kishore noted that estab-
lishing a dedicated training
programme would signifi-
cantly contribute to strength-
ening the sport and enhanc-
ing the competitive abilities
of aspiring Yogasana ath-
letes.
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JWGC to host Hero
women’s professional
golf tour from June 11

MYSURU

The prestigious Jayachamara-
ja Wadiyar Golf Club
(JWGC) will host the Hero
Women’s Professional Golf
Tour (WPGT) from June 11 to
13, marking the third consec-
utive year that Mysuru has
been selected as a venue for
India’s premier women’s pro-
fessional golf circuit.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, JWGC Pres-
ident Arun Kumar HS said the
tournament’s return to Mysuru
reflects the confidence reposed
by the Women’s Golf Associ-
ation of India (WGAI) in the
club’s championship-standard
course, infrastructure and hos-
pitality. The tournament will
be inaugurated on June 11 by
Mysuru Regional Commis-
sioner Nitish Patil.

Arun said JWGC, nestled
against the backdrop of the
Chamundi Hills, has emerged
as a centre for sporting excel-
lence and talent development.
The club’s 18-hole champion-
ship course has produced sev-
eral accomplished golfers and
hosted numerous prestigious
tournaments over the years.

Highlighting local success
stories, Arun lauded Mysuru
golfer Pranavi Urs, who be-
gan her golfing journey at
JWGC and has gone on to es-
tablish herself as one of In-
dia’s leading professionals.
Her selection to represent the
country at the Asian Games
2026 is a matter of immense
pride for both the club and
Karnataka, he said. Pranavi’s

achievements, he added, con-
tinue to inspire young golfers
aspiring to compete at the
highest level.

The three-day champion-
ship will feature a field of 51
players, including 11 ama-
teurs, competing for a total
prize purse of Rs 17 lakh.
Golf enthusiasts can expect
high-quality competition,
with several of India’s leading
professionals in action.

International golfer Vani
Kapoor described JWGC as
one of the finest golf courses
in the country and an ideal
venue for preparing for inter-
national competition. She not-
ed that the course closely mir-
rors European playing condi-
tions, with its narrow fair-
ways, small greens and chal-
lenging wind conditions pro-
viding a complete test of skill
and strategy.

Pranavi Urs echoed those
views, stating that adapting to
different courses comes with
experience and regular com-
petition. She said JWGC'’s
demanding layout helps golf-
ers sharpen their game and
prepares them for the chal-
lenges of international tourna-
ments.

Paramjit Singh, National
Tournament Director; Sud-
heer Bhat, Secretary, JIWGC;
Chandrashekar Kini, Tourna-
ment Director; Vivek Kumar,
Chief Operating Officer; and
internationally renowned
golfers who will also be tak-
ing part in the tournament,
Ridhima and Tresa Mallick,
were also present.

Chemists warn public against deep discounts, unsafe medicine purchases

MYSURU

Consumers should exercise
caution while purchasing
medicines at unusually high
discounts and ensure that
drugs are sourced only from
authorized and licensed phar-
macies, said Amanullah
Khan, Secretary of the My-
sore District Chemists and
Druggists Welfare Associa-
tion.

In a public awareness ap-
peal issued in the interest of
patient safety and public
health, Khan said the recent
one-day nationwide token
strike by chemists and drug-
gists was aimed at drawing
attention to concerns over on-
line medicine sales and exces-
sive discounting practices.
The pharmacists are not op-
posed to technology or digital
advancement, but are con-
cerned about practices that
could adversely affect public
health and patient safety.

Khan pointed out that med-
icines require specific storage
conditions, including tem-
perature control, hygiene
standards and, in some cases,
cold-chain maintenance. Im-
proper storage can compro-
mise the efficacy and potency
of medicines, potentially put-
ting patients at risk.

He noted that licensed phar-
macies are regularly inspected
by drug regulatory authorities
to ensure compliance with
storage and quality norms.
Pharmacists also play a cru-
cial role in advising patients
on dosage, timing, precau-
tions and proper usage of
medicines, a service that may
not always be available
through online platforms.

Expressing concern over
the accessibility of hab-
it-forming and prescription
medicines through certain on-
line channels, Khan said phar-
macists are legally obligated
to verify prescriptions and

cannot dispense Schedule H
drugs, narcotics or other re-
stricted medicines without a
valid prescription from a reg-
istered medical practitioner.
Unregulated access to such
medicines could lead to mis-
use, dependency and serious
health consequences, particu-

larly among youth, he
warned.

Highlighting medicine pric-
ing regulations, Khan said the
National Pharmaceutical Pric-
ing Authority (NPPA) and the
Drug Price Control Order
(DPCO) regulate trade mar-
gins for medicines. Retail
margins on essential medi-
cines are generally around 16
per cent, while wholesaler
margins are about 8 per cent.
Therefore, consumers should
be wary of exceptionally high
discounts that may raise ques-
tions about the quality, au-
thenticity, storage conditions
or source of medicines.

He urged the public not to
make purchasing decisions
based solely on discounts and
to prioritize quality, safety
and efficacy. Medicines, he
said, should always be pur-
chased responsibly from au-
thorized and trustworthy
sources to safeguard public
health.

CII AND MCC JOINTLY CELEBRATED WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

MYSURU

The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) Mysuru Zone,
in collaboration with Mysuru
City Corporation (MCC), ob-
served World Environment
Day 2026 under the global
theme “Inspired by Nature.
For Climate. For Our Future.”
The initiative brought togeth-
er industries, educational in-
stitutions, civic bodies,
NGOs, and citizens in a large-
scale collective effort to ad-
vance environmental sustain-
ability and strengthen urban
stewardship in Mysuru.

A key highlight of the
World Environment Day was
the launch of the “Adopt-a-
Stretch” Road Adoption Ini-
tiative, a collaborative effort
between CII Mysuru and My-
suru City Corporation aimed
at strengthening cleanliness
standards and positioning
Mysuru among the cleanest
cities in the country. The ini-
tiative marks the beginning of

a long-term partnership to
promote cleaner, greener, and
better-maintained public
spaces.

Under this initiative, indus-
tries will adopt road stretches
surrounding their premises,
while Mysuru City Corpora-
tion will facilitate the upkeep
of these stretches and
strengthen enforcement

against unauthorized waste
dumping through technolo-
gy-enabled monitoring mech-
anisms. The model is de-
signed to promote shared re-
sponsibility, behavioral
change, and sustained civic
engagement.

The clean-up drive saw par-
ticipation from over 2,000 vol-
unteers, including representa-

tives from industries, educa-
tional institutions, NGOs and
government departments.
Spanning over 80% of the ring
road stretch, several tons of
plastic waste were collected,
contributing to improved ur-
ban hygiene and reinforcing
the importance of responsible
waste management and citizen
participation.

This was followed by an
awareness session at JK
Grounds, bringing together
stakeholders to deliberate on
sustainable urban practices,
responsible waste manage-
ment, and the critical role of
community participation in
environmental conservation.

Shaikh Tanveer Asif, IAS,
Commissioner, Mysuru City

Corporation; Sam Cherian,
Vice Chairman, CII Karnata-
ka State Council; Utsav Agar-
wal, Chairman, CII Mysuru
Zone; and Savitha Mallappa,
Vice Chairperson, CII Mysuru
Zone, graced the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion,
the MCC Commissioner ap-
preciated CII Mysuru’s com-
mitment towards civic and

environmental stewardship
and noted that initiatives like
Adopt-a-Stretch would play a
pivotal role in fostering
shared responsibility for ur-
ban cleanliness, while rein-
forcing Mysuru’s position as
one of India’s cleanest cities.

Sam Cherian opined that
sustainable plastic waste man-
agement requires a collective
commitment from industry,
government, and citizens to
promote responsible con-
sumption, segregation, recy-
cling, and circular economy
practices, while highlighting
the Adopt-a-Stretch initiative
as a meaningful step towards
strengthening community
ownership, environmental
stewardship, and sustainable
urban development.

Through initiatives such as
the Adopt-a-Stretch, CII My-
suru aims to drive long-term
behavioural change while
strengthening structured
stakeholder participation in
environmental conservation.
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Disruptionin water
supply in Mysuru City
for two days

MYSURU
Due to first-quarter mainte-
nance works being under-
taken by the Karnataka
Power Transmission Corpo-
ration Limited (KPTCL) at
the Devanur Sub-Station,
which supplies electricity to
the Melapura and Ram-
manahalli pumping stations
that provide water to Mysu-
ru city, power supply will be
suspended on June 10 from
10.00 am to 6.00 pm. Con-
sequently, it will not be pos-
sible to provide water sup-
ply in full capacity on June
10 and June 11. Areas likely to
experience disruption in wa-
ter supply on June 10 and 1
include Wards No.9to 16,
281039, 52 and 53, cover-
ing Kesare, Rajendranagar,
Subhash Nagar, N.R. Mohal-
la, Gandhi Nagar, Udayagiri,
Rajiv Nagar Phases 1,2 and
3, Shanthinagar, Kalyangiri,
areas adjoining Dr. Rajkumar
Road, Yaraganahalli, Sid-
dartha Layout, Alanahalli,
Nandini Layout, Giridarshini
Layout, Gausianagar,
Kyathamaranahalli and sur-
rounding localities.

Interruption
in power supply
today

MYSURU
Owing to first-quarter
maintenance works at the
66/11 KV KHB and 66/11
KV DMG Halli power dis-
tribution centres under
the V.V. Mohalla Division,
power supply will be in-
terrupted on June 10 from
10.00 amto 6.00 pm.
Areas under 66/11 KV
KHB Distribution Centre
Hootagalli KHB Colony,
Vijayanagar 4th Stage C
Block, Hunsur Main Road,
Hinkal, Mahalakshmi Lay-
out, Nanneshwara Nagar,
Aditya Layout, Kaveri Lay-
out, Gokuldas Industries,
areas around Belavadi
Petrol Bunk, Lingadevar-
akoppalu, Kirloskar Indus-
tries, Honda Showroom,
Titan Wall Industries, Go-
halli, Jattihundi, K. Hem-
manahalli, Ganagarahun-
di, Sahukarhundi, Mad-
agalli, Basavanapura, are-
as around Maratikyathan-
ahalli Gate, Belavadiand
surrounding localities.
Areas under 66/11 KV
DMG Halli Distribution
Centre.

No power supply
tomorrow

MYSURU
Following the first-quarter
maintenance works at the

66/11KV GIS Kalaman-
dira power distribution
centre under the VV. Mo-
halla Division, power sup-
ply will be interrupted on
June 11 from10.00 am to
6.00 pm.
Affected areas include
Saraswathipuram 1st to
5th Main, New Kantharaj
Urs Road, K.G. Koppalu
Main Road, University
Quarters, Muslim Hostel,
Vishwamanava Twin
Road from Murugan Med-
icals to Kukkarahalli Lake
Road, Saraswathipuram
5th to 16th Main, Paduva-
rahalli, D.C. Residency, Re-
gional Commissioner’s
Office, CFTRI Campus,
Valmiki Road, Judges’
Quarters, Ontikoppal,
Hunsur Main Road,
Vagdevi Nagar, areas
around J.C. College,
Chamaraja Mohalla, Zilla
Panchayat Office, Court
Complex, Arasu Road,
Deputy Commissioner’s
Office, surroundings of
Maharaja and Yuvaraja
Colleges, Shivaramapet,
Devaraj Urs Road, Dhan-
vantri Road, areas around
J.K. Grounds, Metropole
locality, J.L.B. Road, Jay-
alakshmivilas Road, court
premises, Airlines Hotel
Road, Maharaja Hostel
area, Geetha Road,
Ramaswamy Circle and
surrounding localities, ac-
cording to the Executive
Engineer of CESC, V.V.
Mohalla Division.
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' SWR Mysuru Division ovserved Int’l
Level Crossing Awareness Day

MYSURU

South Western Railway, My-
suru Division, observed Inter-
national Level Crossing
Awareness Day (ILCAD) —
2026 on Tuesday, in accor-
dance with the directives of
the Railway Board.

The observance aimed to
create awareness among road
users about safe practices at
level crossings and to prevent
accidents caused by negli-
gence and unsafe crossing
habits.

As part of the campaign, a
special awareness programme
was organized at Level Cross-
ing Gate No. 04 between My-
suru and Ashokapuram Rail-

way Stations at 8:45 am. The
programme was led by Divi-
sional Railway Manager, My-
suru Division, Mudit Mittal,
along with Additional Divi-
sional Railway Manager
Shammas Hameed and other
senior officers of the division.

The officers inspected the
level crossing and interacted
with road users to spread
awareness on the importance
of adhering to safety rules
while crossing railway tracks.

Addressing the gathering,
the DRM emphasized that
safety at level crossings is a
shared responsibility. The
road users must exercise cau-
tion and strictly follow safety
regulations while approaching

and crossing railway level
crossings.

People should always stop,
look, and listen before cross-
ing, never attempt to cross
when the gate is closed or
warning signals are operating,
avoid rushing through the
crossing, refrain from using
mobile phones or other dis-
tractions, follow the instruc-
tions of gatekeepers and rail-
way staff, and use only autho-
rized level crossings instead
of trespassing across railway
tracks.

The awareness campaign
featured the distribution of
safety pamphlets, interactive
sessions with road users, and
live demonstrations on safe

crossing practices.

A Nukkad Natak performed
by the Scouts and Guides
team of South Western Rail-

way effectively conveyed im-
portant safety messages and
encouraged responsible be-
haviour among the public.

To Bring together Indla S 1nn0vat10n ecosystem

MYSURU

A two-day national confer-
ence titled Research, Industry,
Startup and Entrepreneurship
(RISE)-2026 will be held in
Bengaluru on June 13 and 14
with the objective of acceler-
ating economic growth, tech-
nology transfer and innova-
tion-driven entrepreneurship
in the country.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Mysuru on Tuesday,
CFTRI Director Dr. Giridhar
Parvatam said the summit is
being jointly organized by the
Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research (CSIR), the
National Aerospace Laborato-
ries (NAL) and the Central
Food Technological Research
Institute (CFTRI). The event
will take place at the HAL
VM Ghatage Convention

Centre in Bengaluru. Union
Minister of State for Science
and Technology and Earth
Sciences Dr. Jitendra Singh
will inaugurate the confer-
ence. CSIR Director General
and DSIR Secretary Dr. N.

Kalaiselvi will participate as
the guest of honour. The vale-
dictory function on June 14
will be attended by Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi and
MP Tejasvi Surya.

The conference will be held
under the theme “Innovation
and Entrepreneurship-Driven
Growth for Viksit Bharat

“The previous editions of
RISE have been successfully
held in Jammu, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Lucknow and Chennai.
The Bengaluru edition is
expected to further strengthen

L India’s journey towards becoming

a global innovation powerhouse,”

—Dr. Giridhar Parvatam,

Director, CFTRI

2047.” It aims to bring togeth-
er research institutions, indus-
tries, startups, academic or-
ganisations, policymakers,
investors and students on a
common platform to promote
innovation-led economic de-
velopment and technological
self-reliance.

Dr. Parvatam said the sum-
mit is being organised around
the vision of “Whole Govern-
ment, Whole Society, Whole
Science and Whole Innova-

tion.” It reflects India’s com-
mitment to transforming scien-
tific research into commercial-
ly viable products, technolo-
gies and enterprises. Strength-
ening collaboration among
laboratories, universities, in-
dustries and startups is expect-
ed to play a key role in build-
ing a robust innovation eco-
system aligned with the goals
of Viksit Bharat 2047. More
than 100 organisations, includ-
ing CSIR, ISRO, DST, DBT,
ICAR and ICMR, along with
startups, MSMEs and technol-
ogy developers, will showcase
cutting-edge innovations and
market-ready technologies.
The summit will also serve as
a platform for technology
transfer, commercialisation,
industry partnerships, invest-
ment networking and entrepre-
neurial growth.

ibcworldnews.com

“None helped Suraj
Hegde, Grandson
of former CM

Devaraj Urs”
MYSURU

Expressing deep sorrow over
the demise of Suraj Hegde,
Mysuru Rural District Con-
gress Committee President
Dr. B.J. Vijay Kumar said it
was a great tragedy that no
one came forward to support
Suraj Hegde, the grandson of
former Chief Minister D. De-
varaj Urs, who had provided
opportunities for hundreds of
people to grow in public life.

Speaking at a condolence
meeting held at the Congress
Bhavan in the city on Tues-
day, Vijay Kumar said that
Devaraj Urs was a statesman
who practiced politics in a
manner that became a model
for both the state and the na-
tion. Many politicians who
had benefited from his sup-
port and guidance and later
rose to positions of power
could have helped Suraj Heg-
de secure a place in the Leg-
islative Assembly if they had
chosen to do so. They could
not repay the debt they owed
to his grandfather. At the very
least, they could have hon-
oured that legacy by helping
his grandson.

Recalling his close associa-
tion with Suraj Hegde, Vijay
Kumar said that both of them
were aspirants for the Con-
gress ticket during the 2019
elections. When they met Sid-
daramaiah seeking the party
ticket, they jointly told him
that the ticket could be given
to either one of them, as they
had mutual understanding and
agreement. Unfortunately,
neither of them got the ticket
and it was eventually given to
Vijay Shankar.

He further expressed con-
cern over the increasing num-
ber of deaths among dedicated
Congress workers. Over the
past ten years, nearly 50 Con-
gress workers at the city and
rural levels have passed away.

VVCE Students Shine on Global
Stage with Cutting- Edge Al Research

MYSURU

Students of Vidyavardhaka College of
Engineering (VVCE), Mysuru, have
achieved international recognition as
their research paper has been accept-
ed for presentation at the Internation-

al Conference on Industrial Digital

Twins for Smart Manufacturing
(ICIDTSM 2026), organized by IIT

Madras.

The paper, titled “A Hybrid Con-
textual Reasoning Architecture for
Fully Offline Conversational Al on
Resource-Constrained Edge Devic-
es”, presents a novel system called
PRISM (Priority Ranked Inference

with Sensor Memory).

The system enables advanced con-
versational Al to run entirely offline
on low-cost hardware such as the
Raspberry Pi 4B with only 4 GB
RAM, without requiring any internet
or cloud connectivity. This makes in-
telligent Al more accessible, private,
and reliable, especially in remote and
connectivity-limited environments.

The research was carried out by un-
dergraduate students Karthik M,
Kiran A V, Om M Doddamani, Kishor
AV, and Jeevan Nullipady Mallya.

and teamwork.

support.

VVCE.

The project reflects several months of
dedicated learning, experimentation,

The team expressed sincere grati-
tude to their guide, Dr. A. B. Rajen-
dra, for his constant encouragement
and valuable guidance. They also
thanked Dr. Pooja M R, Head of the
Department of Computer Science &
Engineering, and Dr. Preema N S,
Head of the Department of Informa-
tion Science & Engineering, for their

The team further expressed grati-
tude to Principal Dr. B. Sadashive
Gowda and the Management of Vidy-
avardhaka College of Engineering for
providing an environment that en-
courages research and innovation.
This achievement stands as an inspi-
ration to fellow students and high-
lights the growing research culture at
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3-day TT
tournament
in Mysuru

MYSURU

Mysore District Table Tennis
Association will conduct LIC
CUP Karnataka State Ranking
Table Tennis Tourna-
ment-2026 at Mysore Univer-
sity Gymnasium Hall,Maha-
raja College Grounds,Mysore
from 18th to 21st June'2026

Events
U-117U-13/U-15/U-17/U-19

in Boys and Girls Category
along with Men's & Wom-
en's Singles Entries may be
registered through the online
link https://karnatakat-
abletennis.in/ and submit
their entries.

last date for submitting en-
tries is June 14. More details
contact Rohit 94487 50558.

A successful placement
drive 2026 held at VVSITI

MYSURU

Vldyavardhaka y
Sangha Industri- gz
al Training Insti-
tute (VVSITI),
Mysuru, in asso-
ciation with TNS ~

India Foundation and Rotary Club of Vijayanagar,
Mysuru, successfully organized the Campus Place-
ment Drive — 2026 at the VVCE Kempegowda
Sports Complex. The placement drive witnessed
enthusiastic participation from students and repre-
sentatives of several leading industries and organi-
zations. The event provided a valuable platform for
young job seekers to interact directly with employ-
ers and explore career opportunities across various
sectors. The programme was inaugurated in the
presence of distinguished dignitaries. Vishwananda
H.M., Technical Director — Procurement & Main-
tenance, MGM Forgings Bharat Private Limited,
attended as the Chief Guest. The event was presid-
ed over by P Vishwanath, Secretary Vidyavardha-
ka Sangha, Mysuru. Other dignitaries present in-
cluded, Ravishankar K.C., Deputy Director, Shr-
ishaila Ramannavar, Treasurer, S. Shivalingaiah,
Harisha, Rtn. Puttaraju B.M, Harisha M S and
Harinakshi B.N., Principal, VVS ITI, Mysuru.
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Free healthcamp
benefits 650 police
personnelin Bengaluru

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A free health check-up
camp for police personnel
was organised at various
police stations in Bengalu-
ru in collaboration with
Aashirvaad by Aliaxis and
Smile Foundation. The
camp offered screenings
for heart disease, hearing
loss and eye-related ailme
nts, along with various di-
agnostic tests. Special con
sultation facilities with gy-
necologists were also arra
nged for women police pe
rsonnel. Speaking on the
occasion, Sudeep Agarwal,
Chief Financial Officer and
Head of Corporate So cial
Responsibility at Aashirva
ad by Aliaxis, said the initia
tive was aimed at cre ating
awareness about the im
po rtance of regular me
dical check-ups for polic
e personnel who work
tirele ssly to ensure pub-
lic safety.

Transgender
groups clash near
police station

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Tension prevailed near
the Madiwala police sta-
tion after a clash broke
out between two groups
of transgender people.
According to reports, a
scuffle between the
groups escalated, with
members of one group al-
legedly attacking the oth-
er. When the victims ap-
proached the Madiwala
police station to file a
complaint, another con-
frontation reportedly oc-
curred between the rival
groups. Alleging that po-
lice refused to register
their complaint, the trans-
gender persons staged a
protest by blocking Hosur
Road. Traffic movement
was disrupted for some
time as protesters repeat-
edly blocked the busy
road, demanding police
action and justice. Police
later intervened to restore
normal traffic flow.

Minor driving carinjures
two bikers; parents
booked by police

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Two persons were injured
after a car driven by a mi-
nor boy rammed into their
motorcycle near BDA Park
in Bengaluru. The injured
have been identified as
Arun Kumar and Vinay.
According to police, the
car hit the bike from be-
hind, causing both riders
to sustain injuries. After
the accident, the driver al-
legedly attempted to flee
the scene. However, local
residents intercepted the
vehicle and discovered
that the driver was a mi-
nor. Following a com-
plaint by the injured per-
sons, the Jnanabharathi
Traffic Police registered a
case against the minor
and his parents. Further
investigation is underway.
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Women to get smart cards;

5,000 new buses planned statewide

State to issue free smart cards and expand bus fleet

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government has
decided to introduce smart
cards for women beneficiaries
of the Shakti Yojana, enabling
them to travel more efficiently
and seamlessly on govern-
ment-run buses across the
state. Transport Minister
Byrathi Suresh announced the
initiative after officially assum-
ing charge of the Transport
Department.

The minister said more than
three crore women are expect-
ed to benefit from the smart
card system, which will be pro
vided free of cost under the
Shakti scheme. The cards will
allow women to avail free
travel benefits without the need
for manual verification during
every journey.

Byrathi Suresh said men will
also be able to obtain similar
smart cards by paying a pre-
scribed fee, similar to the Met-
ro card system. These cards
can be recharged whenever the
balance is exhausted. Given
the large number of cards to be
issued, the government plans
to invite tenders for their pro-
duction and distribution.

Officials have been instruct-

ed to initiate the process at the
earliest and implement the
project on a pilot basis before
expanding it across the state.
After taking charge, the min-
ister visited the headquarters of
the Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC) and held a review meet-
ing with senior officials of all
four state-run transport corpo-
rations — KSRTC, Bangalore

Metropolitan Transport Corpo-
ration (BMTC), North West
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (NWKRTC) and
Kalyana Karnataka Road Tran
sport Corporation (KKRTC).

Reviewing the performance
of the department, Suresh said
the Congress government’s
guarantee schemes have sig-
nificantly improved the lives
of citizens, especially women.
He noted that the Shakti Yoja-
na has benefited crores of
women and increased bus rid-
ership by nearly 40 per cent
since its launch.

The minister also unveiled
plans to strengthen public
transport infrastructure by add-
ing 5,000 new buses to the
fleet. Of these, 1,000 buses
will be purchased using state
government funds.

“In addition, 4,000 electric
buses will be procured with :
financial assistance from the
Central government. These '
buses will be purchased in ;
phases and distributed among
the four transport corporations
based on operational require-

ments,” he said.

Emphasising passenger safe- :
ty, particularly for women and
girls, Byrathi Suresh directed
officials to expedite the instal-
lation of Vehicle Location
Tracking Systems (VLTS) in
commercial vehicles, including
taxis, cabs and other passenger

transport vehicles.

The minister said the gov-
ernment remains committed to
modernising public transport
while ensuring safer, greener
and more accessible mobility

for all citizens.

KEA launches mentorship
app to guide students

Cybersecurity talent crunch fuels

massive job switching across India

BENGALURU

India’s cybersecurity sector is
witnessing intense competi-
tion for skilled professionals,
with nearly one in five cyber-
security experts changing jobs
annually amid growing de-
mand and a widening talent
gap, according to a report by
Careernet.

The report estimates that
annual mobility in India’s cy-
bersecurity workforce has
reached 18.9 per cent, result-
ing in nearly 57,000 profes-
sionals switching employers
every year. The trend reflects
increasing demand for spe-
cialised cybersecurity exper-
tise as organisations face esca-
lating cyber threats and rapid-
ly evolving technology envi-
ronments.

India has emerged as a ma-
jor hotspot in the global cyber
threat landscape. Data from
the Indian Computer Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT-
In) shows that cybersecurity
incidents rose from 394,000 in
2019 to 1.5 million in 2023.
The report estimates that inci-

dent volumes have
nearly doubled
again, reaching
around 3 million
cases in 2025. ‘*I*

India currently
has an estimated
cybersecurity wor
kforce of arou nd
300,000 professio
nals, accounting
for approxima tely
5.5 per cent of the
global expe ri-
enced cybersecu-
rity talent pool of  —
5.5 million. How-
ever, workforce growth has
struggled to keep pace with in-
creasing cyber risks and the
demand for advanced security
capabilities.

The report notes that around
65,000 cybersecurity professi
onals are actively seeking new
opportunities, while employ-
ers are attempting to fill near-
ly 39,000 open positions. The
annual talent pipeline adds
between 40,000 and 60,000
professionals, but demand
continues to outstrip supply in
several specialised domains.

Annual mobility in
India’s cybersecurity
workforce stands at
18.9%, translating to

nearly 57,000
professionals
switching employers
each year.

Key sectors driving
recruitment include
banking, financial

services and insur-

I ance (BFSI), infor-

mation technology
and IT-enabled ser-
vices, government
and defence, tele-
communications,
and healthcare.

The highest at-
trition rates were
reported in cloud-
native and con-
tainer security (26.
67 per cent), Al
and machine learning security
(25.97 percent), cloud and in-
frastructure security (23.04
per cent), endpoint security
(22.92 per cent), and security
operations and monitoring
(22.24 per cent).

According to Anshuman
Das, CEO and co-founder of
Careernet, traditional areas
such as governance, risk and
compliance have relatively
balanced talent availability.
However, emerging domains
including AT and ML security,
privacy protection, cloud-na-

n Cloud and infrastructure se-
curity demand ratio: 104.2%

I = Application security demand
ratio: 123.3%

m Data security and data loss pre-
vention demand ratio: 115.6%

These figures indicate that availa-
ble job openings exceed the num-
ber of active candidates in several
critical cybersecurity segments,
highlighting the growing talent
shortage in the sector.

imbalances.

clients.

security disciplines.
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Immuneel raises
Rs 100 crore to
expand affordable
cancer therapies

BENGALURU

Immuneel Therapeutics, the
cell and gene therapy compa
ny founded by Biocon chair-
person Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw, has raised more than
Rs 100 crore from a gro up
of new investors, including
Singularity AMC, Rainmat-
ter by Zerodha and several
high-net-worth individuals.
The company is focused
on developing and commer-
cialising advanced cell and
gene therapies for cancer and
other seri ous diseases. The
fresh capital infusion is expe
cted to accelerate its efforts
to expand manufacturing ca-
pacity, strengthen research
progr ammes and broaden
access to life-saving treat-
ments. Immuneel recently
launched Qartemi, anappro
ved CAR-T therapy for Non-
Hodgkin Lymphoma, is now
expanding its presence.

through counselling process

. BENGALURU

¢ The Karnataka Examinations
¢ Authority (KEA) has launched
¢ a new mentorship platform,
i KEA Connect, aimed at helping
¢ students navigate the counsel-
i ling and admission process by
¢ connecting them with seniors
¢ who secured seats through last
i year’s counselling.

The initiative is designed to

¢ make counselling more trans-
i parent and student-friendly
¢ while reducing dependence on
¢ middlemen who often charge
i candidates for guidance.
tive security, blockchain and :
Web3 security, and quan- :
tum-safe security continue to
face severe demand- supply
¢ students to mentor aspirants vir-
India’s cybersecurity talent
ecosystem has largely evolved :
through the IT services indus-
try and large security opera-
tions centres serving global
¢ Through KEA Connect, we
While this model has creat-
ed scale, experts believe it has
not developed sufficient depth
in newer technology-focused
¢ five candidates. Students who

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, H. Prasanna, Execu-
tive Director of KEA, said the
app will enable experienced

tually and provide support
throughout the counselling pro-
cess. “Many students find coun-
selling complicated and often
fall prey to intermediaries.

want to make the process has-
sle-free and accessible,” he said.

Under the initiative, each se-
nior student can mentor up to

are not satisfied with their as-
signed mentor will have the op
tion to reject the pairing and re
quest a new mentor through the
platform. KEA has used its da-
tabase of last year’s candidates
to invite eligible students to join
as mentors. Registration links
have also been circulated thro
ugh en gineering colleges to en-
courage participation. The pro-
gram me is entirely voluntary.
Studen ts logging into the KEA
portal will receive a prompt as
king whether they wish to enrol
as mentees and seek guidance.
To ensure that mentoring
does not interfere with academ-
ic commitments, guidance ses-
sions will be limited to evening
hours between 5 pm and 7 pm.
According to KEA, the respo
nse has been encouraging. So
far, 1,372 students have registe
red as mentors, while 1,724 cur-
rent candidates have signed up
as mentees. The authority has al
ready created 89 mentor-men-
tee pairs. In addition to the men
torship initiative, KEA has intro
duced chatbot kiosks at its ren-
ovated office to assist students
with admission-related queries.

Infosys defers hiring assessments after
detecting cheating and impersonation cases

BENGALURU

IT services major Infosys has
postponed online and in-person
hiring assessments for more
than 20,000 job applicants after
uncovering multiple instances
of impersonation and malprac-
tice during recruitment evalua-
tions.

The company, which recruits
students from around 300 to
400 colleges across India every
year, deferred assessments for
Specialist Programmer (Train-
ee) and Digital Specialist Engi-
neer (Trainee) positions after
detecting attempts to manipu-
late the evaluation process.

Following the discovery, In-
fosys introduced additional
safeguards and verification
mechanisms aimed at protect-
ing the integrity of its recruit-
ment system. In a communica-
tion sent to candidates, the
company informed applicants
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that the scheduled assessments
had been deferred and that re-
vised dates would be announced
once a new evaluation plan is
finalised. “We truly appreciate
your flexibility and understand-
ing. The revised exam date will
be shared with all registered
candidates in due course,” the
company stated in its email.
Infosys clarified that both the
online hiring examination and
in-person evaluations for the
affected roles have been post-
poned. The company said all
impacted candidates have been
informed and fresh schedules

will be communicated soon.

Despite the deferment, Infos-
ys stressed that its hiring com-

mitments remain unchanged.

“This deferment does not im-
pact our hiring plans. We re-
main focused on identifying, !
hiring and nurturing top talent,”
the company said. The Bengal- :
uru-headquartered technology
giant continues to recruit ag- :
gressively from campuses acro
ss the country. During FY26,
Infosys added more than 20,000 :
fresh graduates and has indicat-
ed a similar intake target for :
FY27. The company conducts
its online screening and talent
assessment programmes
through its digital learning plat- :
form, Springboard. The plat- :
form has reached over 15 mil-
lion users, including students, :
educators, employees, client
workforces and community
members through various digi-

tal skilling initiatives.

-upholds BWSSB'’s power

to lay sewer lines on pvt land

BENGALURU

In a significant ruling with
implications for Bengaluru’s
infrastructure projects, the
Karnataka High Court has
upheld the constitutional va-
lidity of Section 77 of the
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
Act, which empowers the
water utility to lay sewerage
pipelines through private
land without acquiring the
property or paying compen-
sation in advance.

The ruling came from a
single-judge bench headed
by Justice Suraj Govindaraj
after hearing a batch of peti-
tions filed by T.N. Chan-
drashekar Gowda, an
80-year-old woman identi-
fied as Jethronica, and oth-
ers. The petitioners had chal-

lenged the BWSSB’s deci-
sion to install sewerage pipe-
lines across their land, argu-
ing that it infringed upon
their property rights.

Rejecting the challenge,
the court observed that spe-
cial powers granted to the
BWSSB are necessary to en-
sure effective urban sanita-
tion and public health man-
agement in a rapidly grow-
ing metropolis like Bengalu-
ru. The bench noted that the
civic life of a large city de-
pends heavily on efficient
water supply and sewerage
systems. Since drainage in-
frastructure is vital for pub-
lic health, environmental
protection and urban devel-
opment, larger public inter-
est must prevail over indi-
vidual inconvenience in such
cases.

BESCOM expands OC relaxation, offers major relief to homeowners

BENGALURU

In a significant relief for home-
owners across Bengaluru, the
Bangalore Electricity Supply
Company (BESCOM) has clar-
ified that residential buildings
measuring up to 2,400 squ are
feet will not require an Occupan
cy Certificate (OC) to obtain a
permanent electricity connec-
tion, provided construction was
completed before May 31,
2026.

The decision effectively broa
dens the Karnataka govern-
ment’s recent relaxation of OC

norms and resolves widespread
confusion among homeowners,
builders and electrical contrac-
tors regarding eligibility for
permanent power connections.

The uncertainty arose after
the state government, acting on
an announcement by Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar, ex-
empted houses up to 2,400 sqft
from the OC requirement that
had become mandatory follow-
ing a Supreme Court directive.
However, the government order
appeared to suggest that only
applications submitted before
May 31 would qualify for the
relaxation.

This triggered concerns
among thousands of homeown-
ers who were unable to apply
earlier because BESCOM offic-

es had reportedly stopped ac-
cepting applications from prop-
erties lacking approved building
plans after the Supreme Court’s
December 2024 ruling.
Homeowners and electrical
contractors argued that the cut-
off condition was unfair, as
many applicants had no oppor-
tunity to submit requests during
the period of uncertainty.
Satish Kumar, a resident of
Kengeri, said he completed
construction of his house in Oc-
tober 2025 and moved in the
following month using a tem-
porary electricity connection.

“When I approached BES-
COM for a permanent connec-
tion, officials refused to accept
my application citing the Su-
preme Court order. We contin-
ued to live with a temporary
connection. It is unfair to insist
on a cut-off date when applica-
tions were not even being ac-
cepted,” he said.

The Karnataka Electrical Con
tractors’ Association (KECA)
also welcomed the clarification.
KECA president C. Ramesh
pointed out that applications
under the Sakala framework
remain valid only for a limited

period and lapse if not proces
sed within the stipulated time-
frame. “Most homeowners wai

ment instead of repeatedly fil-
ing fresh applications,” he said.
Contractors have also sought
clarification regarding commer-
cial buildings and paying guest
accommodations, arguing that a
broader interpretation of the re-
laxation could benefit nearly
five lakh buildings instead of on
ly a few thousand. A senior BE
SCOM official clarified that el-
igible homeowners will not lose
the benefit of the exemption.

CBSE evaluation
concerns push
students towards
PU colleges

. BENGALURU

¢ Growing concerns over alleged
i evaluation errors in the Central
¢ Board of Secondary Education’s
¢ (CBSE) On-Screen Marking
i (OSM) system are prompting a
i noticeable shift of students from
¢ CBSE schools to Pre-University
¢ (PU) colleges in Bengaluru.

Several schools have reported

. students withdrawing from
¢ Class 11 admissions despite for-
i feiting advance fees, reflecting
¢ adeepening trust deficit among
¢ parents and students. Many fear
i that inconsistencies in CBSE
¢ evaluation, particularly in core
¢ subjects such as Physics, Chem-
¢ istry and Mathematics, could
i affect their future academic
¢ prospects.

The concern is particularly

significant in Karnataka, where
¢ admissions to professional cour
i ses consider an equal weighta
¢ ge of marks obtained in the

Common Entrance Test (CET)
and Class 12 board examina-
tions. Parents worry that lower
scores in CBSE assessments

i could place students at a disad-

¢ vantage compared to their PU
¢ counterparts.

ted for clarity from the govern-
¢ tor at a CBSE school in Benga-
¢ luru said five students recently
i withdrew from Class 11 after
¢ the CBSE controversy surfac
¢ ed. “Our admissions began in
i November and continued until
¢ March. Students paid a deposit
¢ 0f %30,000. Despite not receiv-
i ing refunds, five students chose
¢ to leave because their parents
i were worried about the uncer-
i tainty surrounding CBSE eval-
i uation,” the teacher said.

A senior secondary coordina-
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Water supply
disruption planned
in Mandya city

CHNEWS, Mandya
Maintenance work at the
66/11 KV power substa-
tionin Srirangapatna ta-
luk, which supplies elec-
tricity to the Mandya Na-
gar water supply system,
will be carried out by CE
SConlJunellfrom10am

to 6 pm. Due to this, water
supply will be disrup ted in
Mandya on June 11and 12.
An official from Ma ndya
sub-division said residents
should cooperate and sto
re water in advance. Assis-
tant Executive En gineer of
Mandya sub- division stat-
ed in arelease that the
maintenance is necessary
for smooth fun ctioning of
the water suppl y system
and reque sted public un-
derstanding during the
temporary inconvenience.

Direct interview job
drive announced
inMandya

CHNEWS, Mandya
The Mandya District Em-
ployment Exchange Of-
fice, in association with SK
Safety Wing Pvt Ltd, ICICI
and Incast Missions, has
organized a direct inter-
viewonJunel2at10am
at the District Employ-
ment Exchange Office in
Mandya. Vacancies in-
clude Warehouse Associ-
ates for picking, packing,
scanning, sorting and
stowing, along with roles
like relationship manager,
welder and fitter. Candida
tes who have passed
SSLC, PUC, ITlin welder or
fitter trades, or any degree,
and aged between 18 and
50 years, can attend with
resume. Drive aims to pro-
vide local job opportuni-
ties widely. For more infor-
mation contact 916464
2684, 9113500761, 91138
75775 and 9741939716.

Govt extends housing
scheme deadline for
urban applicants

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
The online application
deadline for Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana Urban
housing scheme for 2025-
26 has been extended till
June 30. Eligible groups in-
clude single women, sen-
ior citizens, disabled per-
sons, transgender people,
Scheduled Castes, Sched-
uled Tribes, backward
classes and minorities.
Sanitation workers, street
vendors, Vishwakarma
scheme workers, Angan-
wadi workers, construc-
tion workers and migrant
families can also apply.
Residents of Hiriyur Mu-
nicipal Corporation should
apply online at pmay.ur-
ban.gov.in. They can also
visit Ashraya/Vasati
Branch for guidance. Offi-
cials advised applicants to
complete submissions
carefully and use the ex-
tended time for benefits.

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Karnataka High Court Chief
Justice Vibhu Bakhru will
launch a five crore sapling
plantation programme on
June 13 at Sathya Sai village
in Muddenahalli as part of
World Environment Day ac-
tivities.

District Principal Judge T P
Ramalingegowda said the
large scale tree plantation
drive is being organised by

the State Legal Services Au-
thority along with the District
Administration and partner
institutions with the aim of
environmental protection. He
said the programme reflects
the message that protecting
the environment is everyone’s
responsibility and it will offi-
cially begin in Chikkaballapu-
ra district.

Officials said the event will
also be attended by senior
judges and members of the
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State Legal Services Authori-
ty including H Shashidhar
Shetty along with other digni-
taries. As part of the initiative,
five lakh saplings will be
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planted in Chikkaballapura
district this year and citizens
have been urged to protect
and nurture the planted trees.

The District Legal Services
Authority also announced that
court proceedings in Man-
chenahalli and Chelur will
function in rented buildings
twice a week until permanent
court infrastructure is com-
pleted.

Officials said land identifi-
cation for new court buildings

is under progress and steps
are being taken to strengthen
judicial facilities in the dis-
trict. They also informed that
new judges have been ap-
pointed to Chintamani and
Gudibande courts and will
assume duty from June 15 to
clear pending cases faster.

A Bruhat Lok Adalat will
be held on July 11 across all
courts in the district where
citizens are encouraged to set-
tle disputes through compro-

O ibcworldnews.com

Chlef Justlce to launch plantatlon programme

mise. Officials said more than
one lakh twelve thousand cas-
es have already been resolved
through earlier Lok Adalats
and around sixteen thousand
cases are ready for the up-
coming session.

District Legal Services Au-
thority Member Secretary B
Shilpa was also present at the
briefing and supported the ap-
peal for public participation in
legal awareness and environ-
mental initiatives.

DC directed review of NITK’s Hamilton Circle redesign and fast-tracked
Pumpwell bus stand land allocation to ease traffic and i lmprove transport

Strict action planned to improve
traffic flow in Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Deputy Commissioner Dar-
shan H V has directed the city
corporation and police depart-
ment to jointly inspect junc-
tions and roundabouts and take
immediate steps to ensure
smooth traffic movement
across the district. He gave the
instructions while chairing the
District Road Safety Commit-
tee meeting held at the District
Commissioner’s office on
Tuesday.

Officials said complaints
have increased about traffic
congestion due to illegal park-
ing, roadside encroachments
and street vending at major
junctions and roads in the city.

The Deputy Commissioner
said all concerned departments
including urban local bodies,
RTO and police must coordi-
nate and take strict action to
improve traffic flow.

National Highways Author-

ity of India Project Director
Abdullah Javid Azmi said sev-
eral safety measures including
signals, zebra crossings and
speed control systems have
been introduced on key high-
way stretches. He added that
divider openings causing acci-
dents have been closed at sev-
eral locations and road widen-
ing and underpass works are pr
ogressing in key areas includ-
ing Baikampady and Nanthur.

Officials also raised con-
cerns about encroachments at
major junctions like Kallapu,
Jeppinamogaru and Thokkottu
and demanded immediate
clearance action. The issue of
fish truck water leakage caus-
ing bad smell and road pollu-

tion was also discussed and
officials suggested building

solve the problem.

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed officials to review
scientific redesign proposals
for Hamilton Circle submitted
by NITK and take necessary
action. He also directed that
bus stand land allocation at
Pumpwell be completed quick-
ly to ease city traffic and im-
prove public transport opera-
tions.

strict enforcement action in-
cluding over 1800 drunk driv-

ing cases and suspension of
384 driving licenses due to vi- :
olations and accidents in the
district. Authorities said con-
tinuous coordination between
departments is essential to re- :
duce accidents and ensure saf- :
er and smoother traffic move-

ment across Mangaluru city.

Ingaladal school hosts unity workshop for students

CHITRADURGA

A National Unity Workshop
2026-27 was inaugurated at
Sanchalappa Nayak High
School in Ingaladal village
near Chitradurga for students
to promote unity and national
integration. He said India is a
country of unity in diversity
and people should follow the
mantra of unity beyond caste
and religion. He also said
learning language culture and
heritage helps children feel
proud of being Indians.

Dr B M Gurunath, Assistant
Director of Kannada and Cul-
ture Department, presided and
said communal tensions are a
concern and unity programs

are important. He appreciated
the workshop for teaching ru-
ral students nationalism and
unity. Headmaster G P Anand
Kumar said reading works of
poets saints and sages builds
emotional unity and national
pride among students. He said
this helps strengthen self re-
spect and feeling of my coun-
try my people.

K P A A Ganeshaiah con-
ducted practical training for
students on patriotic songs in-
cluding the national anthem
and other compositions. He
trained them on works of Ku-
vempu Tagore and Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee and ex-
plained their national impor-
tance.

S K Mallikarjun was felicita :
ted by Rangasaurabha Kala Sa :
ngha for his service and his
pro motion in KFCSC. He had
earlier served in Food Depart- :
ment and Kannada and Cul-
ture Depa rtment as Assistant
Director. Te achers and guests :
appreciated the program for :
promoting unity among stu-
dents in rural areas. Speakers
said such workshops help re-
duce communal feelings and
build national harmony in so- :
ciety. It was noted that students :
actively participated in prayer :
and cultural activities and or- :
ganizers said such programs i
will continue to strengthen uni- !
ty awareness and patriotism ;

among young learners.

Nav Nirman Sena alleges
municipal corruption scandal

KOPPAL

Leaders of Karnataka Nav Nir-
man Sena alleged large scale
corruption in Koppal City Mu-
nicipal Council and demanded
a detailed investigation from
the government. District unit
members staged a protest and
submitted documents to the
Additional District Collector
alleging misuse of funds in
several municipal works.
Officials said over phone
that if a formal complaint with
docum ents is submitted, ac-

SRINIVASPUR

The price of domestic LPG
cylinder has risen again in
Srinivaspur reaching 955 for
a 14.2-kg refill creating worry
among residents who depend
on it for daily cooking. The
increase comes at a time when
the cost of essential commodi-
ties is already high across the
country adding pressure on
household budgets and daily
spending for ordinary families.

Residents say rising prices
of fuel, food items, cooking
gas, fertilizers and other
essentials have made it diffi-

PRIGE RISES AGAIN;
The price of domestic LPG cylinder
has been increased again.

i PER 14.2 KG CYLINDER

cult to manage monthly ex-
penses and maintain financial
stability.

Shabbir Ahmed a local mi-
nority leader said the LPG
price hike will heavily affect
workers farmers daily wage
earners and middle-class fam-
ilies already struggling with

LPG price hike sparks concern in Srinivaspur

i farming and groundwater levels
¢ in surrounding villages badly.

ous rise in LPG prices has
i stopped agricultural activities
¢ due to water shortage and the
i revival of the lake system has
i brought fresh hope for cultiva-
¢ tion and rural life. Earlier at-
¢ tempts to fill four lakes failed
i due to repeated damage to
i pipelines but officials later ap-
i proved a permanent solution
i using 2.5 kilometres of MS
i pipes. Speaking at the launch
i MLA Harish Gowda said re-
quick action and provide relief

tion will be taken against those
responsible and an effort will
be made to recover the misus
ed money and ensure punish-
ment for the guilty persons.
The Additional District Collec-
tor also assured that the matter
would be discussed with the
District Collector and suitable
steps would be taken soon. The
organization said that the re-
sponse from officials has given
them confidence in their fig ht
against corruption and their
aim is to stop misuse of public
tax money in the city. They

further alleged that irregulari- !
ties have taken place in hun dre
ds of municipal works and de-
manded strict legal action ag :
ainst all those involved. The 5

leaders war ned that if action is
not taken, they will intensify
the ir agitation in the coming !

days and stage protests in front
of the mu ni cipal council of- :
fice. They urged the governme

nt to verify all records and en-
sure justice to the public, also
appeals for trans parent inquiry
and immediate action to protect
public funds and maintain trust.

inflation.

He also said rising costs of
petrol diesel cooking gas seeds
fertilizers and other farm
inputs are increasing produc-
tion costs and reducing profits
for farmers in rural areas. He
urged the Central Government
to control inflation stabilize
prices and introduce measures
to reduce the financial burden
on citizens across the country.

Meanwhile public dissatis-
faction is growing as residents
continue to demand strong
action to ensure price stability
and protect household incomes
from rising costs. The continu-

triggered widespread concern
among housecholds in
Srinivaspur where many fami-
lies depend on govern-
ment-regulated cooking gas for
their daily needs.

Local residents believe that
if prices keep increasing it will
become harder for low-income
groups to manage basic
cooking expenses. Many have
requested authorities to take

measures as inflation continues
to affect both urban and rural
communities and put addition-
al stress on everyday life.

. DODDABALLAPUR

: The Doddaballapur Munici-
¢ pality has started turning gar-
i bage dump sites into art spac-
¢ es to discourage people from
¢ littering. This step aims to
i improve city cleanliness and
¢ create awareness about proper
¢ waste disposal among resi-
i dents.

treatment tanks at entry points :
like Talapady and Mulki to i dumped on roadsides across
i the city, creating more than
¢ one hundred black spots and
¢ harming its beauty. The mu-
i nicipality with support from
i the Indian Institute for Human
: Settlements has converted
i over forty such spots into at-
i tractive art sites. These loca-
i tions now feature rangoli de-
i signs and artwork made from
i waste materials like tyres and
i plastic buckets to spread
Police officials reported

Earlier, garbage was

Kenchaveerappa
elected as PU Lecturers
Association Secretary

CHITRADURGA

Yoga guru Kenchaveerap-
pa, who won a clear victory
as General Secretary in the
district unit election of the
State Pre-University Col-
lege Lecturers Association,
was felicitated by citizens
of Dhavalagiri and mem-
bers of Patanjali Yoga Pari-
var at a progra mme held at
the Yoga Centre of
Gnanabharathi School on
Holalkere Road on Tues-
day.

Speaking at the progra
mme, senior J.S. Gurumur-
thy praised Kenchaveerap-
pa’s simplicity, friendliness
and dedication to society as
the reason for his success.
Speaking after receiving
the honour, Kenchaveerap-
pa said that his association
with Yoga brothers is more
precious than power, victo-
ry and honours he has re-
ceived.

On this occasion, many
di gnitaries including Sha-
shikiran, G.M. Lavakumar,
Kan tanna, Ranganayak,
Hemanna, Yoga Raghu,
Srikanth, Ja yanna, Harish
and women leaders Mala,
Vijayalakshmi, Latha, Rat-
namma and Sudha were
present.

awareness.

Officials say that under new
solid waste rules households
are required to separate wet
dry sanitary and special waste
for collection. Authorities
have also imposed fines on
households that fail to hand
over waste to collection vehi-
cles regularly to improve
compliance.

Local leaders say migration
has increased the challenge as
some residents do not take re-
sponsibility for maintaining
cleanliness in neighborhoods.
Officials and residents alike

are being urged to cooperate
and keep the city clean for
better health and environ-
ment.

Awareness drives wall
paintings and community pro-
grammes are being organised
in several wards to educate
citizens about waste segrega-
tion and responsible disposal
habits. After conversion of
many black spots into art ar-
eas officials report that dump-
ing has reduced significantly
in those locations over the
past few weeks.

Residents are now urged to
continue supporting the mu-
nicipality by avoiding littering
and using garbage collection
vehicles so that the city re-
mains clean healthy and visu-
ally appealing for all people
living in Doddaballapur in the
long run.

Mandya achieves 96.59
percent voter mappmg

MANDYA

District Collector Dr Kumar
said that the Special Compre-
hensive Revision of the elec-
toral roll is being carried out
across the state and instructed
officials to complete pending
mapping work soon in Man-
dya district. He said the map-
ping work has already reached
96.59 percent progress and
directed officials to ensure full
completion without delay in a
transparent and systematic
manner. He spoke at a review
meeting held at the District
Collector’s office regarding
electoral roll revision and
preparations for Gram Pancha-
yat elections 2026.

The Collector instructed
Booth Level Officers to con-
duct door to door visits and
collect voter information care-
fully without any errors and
warned that strict action will
be taken against absent or neg-
ligent officials. He said train-
ing programmes have already
been arranged for booth level
staff and they must report
properly on the work complet-
ed during training sessions. He
added that the main aim of the
revision is to ensure no eligi-
ble voter is left out and no in-
eligible name is included in

the voter list.

He noted that there is some
public confusion about the
process and officials must
clearly explain its purpose and
remove misconceptions
among citizens. He said the
revision includes verification
of draft voter lists removal of
deceased and shifted voters
and inclusion of new eligible
voters in the system. Voters
were asked to fill prescribed
forms and submit them during
house visits by booth level of-
ficers and can also upload
forms online for convenience.

Deputy Collector BC Siva-
nandamurthy instructed offi-
cials to distribute duplicate
census forms during house
visits and guide citizens in fill-
ing them correctly. Senior of-
ficials including Zilla Pancha-
yat Deputy Secretary P Laksh-
mi Sub Divisional Officer
Shivamurthy and Tahsildars
from all taluks attended the
meeting and reviewed the
progress of the revision pro-
cess in detail for smooth im-
plementation.

MLA Harish Gowda launches
pipeline pI'O]eCt to revive lakes

HUNSUR

Somanahalli lake in Hunsur

¢ taluk has come alive again af-
¢ ter remaining dry for three
i years as major pipeline works
i have begun under a new gov-
i ernment funded project led by
{ MLA G D Harish Gowda. The
i project costing three crore ru-
i pees aims to restore water sup-
¢ ply to Somanahalli and Mara-

dur lakes which had affected

Farmers in the region had

storing lakes is vital for farm-

¢ ers water security and improv-
i ing groundwater levels across
i villages in the constituency. He
¢ added that several develop-

-’
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MLA Harish Gowda said
lake restoration is vital
for farmers’ water
security and
groundwater, and also
launched roads, drains,
halls, and infrastructure
development works

ment works including roads
drains and community halls
were also launched along with
fresh grants for local infra-
structure improvement.

The MLA also expressed
concern over delayed govern-
ment funds due to guarantee
schemes but said he would
meet ministers and the Chief
Minister to secure allocations
for constituency development.
Officials and local leaders

present at the event welcomed
the project saying it would re-
store life to lakes and improve
drinking water availability in
the region.

Local villagers in Somana-
halli and nearby areas wel-
comed the start of the lake res-
toration work as it is expected
to improve agriculture and
drinking water supply. They
said the project will help raise
groundwater levels and bring
back farming activities that had
stopped for several years.

Harish Gowda reiterated that
development of the constituen-
cy remains his top priority and
promised continued efforts to
secure funds from the state
government. He also said lakes
are lifelines of rural communi-
ties and restoring them will
ensure long term ecological
balance and economic stability
for farmers in the region.

The MLA said he would
continue working with offi-
cials, banks and departments to
ensure timely completion of
irrigation projects, better rural
infrastructure and improved
living conditions for farmers.
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Farmers invited for
horticulture subsidy
applications

Chikkaballapura
Applications have been
invited for subsidy sup-
port under horticulture

and agriculture schemes
in Chikkaballapura for the
year 2026-27. Farmers
can apply for many facili-
ties including irrigation,
storage, and plantation
development. The last
date for submission is
June 22. Officials asked
eligible farmers to apply
on time. Farmers may re-
ceive support for shade
nets, onion storage units,
drip irrigation, fruit crops
like mango, banana, pa-
paya, pomegranate and
grape under National
Horticulture Mission. Ap-
plications should be sub-
mitted at the Senior As-
sistant Director of Horti-
culture office in Gow-
ribidanur.

Applications invited
for Cooperative
Management course

Mangaluru
The Mangaluru-based
Karnataka Institute of Co-
operative Management
has invited applications for
its six-month Diploma in
Cooperative Management
course starting July 1. The
program is offered in both
regular and distance edu-
cation modes. Candidates
from Dakshina Kannada,
Udupi and Kasaragod dis-
tricts, including Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
applicants as well as em-
ployees of cooperative in-
stitutions and banks, are
eligible. The last date to
apply is June 30. Minimum
qualification required is
SSLC. SC/ST students will
receive a monthly stipend
of 600, while other stu-
dents will get ¥500. The
curriculum includes coop-
erative management,
credit and banking, laws,
accounting, auditing and
computer operations. The
diploma is recognised for
jobs in cooperative banks,
milk unions and other co-
operative institutions.

Applications open for
National Disability
Awards 2026-27

Mangaluru
Applications have been
invited for the National
Awards for Persons with
Disabilities for the year
2026-27, instituted by

the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and Em-
powerment. The awards
recognise outstanding
contributions in areas
such as empowerment,
rehabilitation, educa-
tion, skill development,
employment genera-
tion, accessibility, re-
search, innovation,
sports, arts and litera-
ture. Applications can
be collected from the
Department for Em-
powerment of Differ-
ently Abled and Senior
Citizens at the Dakshina
Kannada Zilla
Panchayat in Mangalu-
ru. Completed applica-
tions must be submit-
ted in English by July 25.
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MLA Vedavyasa Kamath
inaugurates new college facilities

MLA stressed clean toilets and safe drinking water for student health, praising MRPL's support for
school infrastructure development

MANGALURU

MLA Vedavyasa Kamath in-
augurated newly constructed
boys’ and girls’ toilets, an
overhead water tank, and a
drinking water purification
unit at the Government
Pre-University College in
Nalyapadavu, Shakthinagar.

The facilities have been de-
veloped under the MRPL
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) initiative aimed at
improving basic infrastructure
and student welfare in educa-
tional institutions.

Speaking at the event, the

MLA said that essential ame-
nities such as clean toilets and
safe drinking water play a
crucial role in maintaining
student health, hygiene, and

overall learning conditions.
He appreciated MRPL for re-
sponding positively to re-
quests for infrastructure de-
velopment and expressed

hope for continued collabora-
tion in future projects.

Harish Rao, Manager of
MRPL’s CSR division, said
the organisation remains com-
mitted to supporting commu-
nity development and enhanc-
ing health and hygiene stan-
dards in educational institu-
tions.

College Principal Jayanan-
da N. Suvarna thanked MRPL
and the MLA for providing
modern sanitation facilities
and a safe drinking water sys-
tem on campus. He said the
infrastructure would signifi-
cantly benefit students and

staff.

The programme was attend-
ed by former corporators Van-
itha Prasad and Shakeela
Kava, school headmistress
Sharada, Padavu Friends Club
president Kushal Kumar,
CBC member Ashok Nayak,
SDMC president Kishore, en-
trepreneurs Vijay Shenoy and
Prasad, senior teacher Dak-
shayini, lecturer Saraladevi,
and others.

Senior lecturer Saraladevi
P. compered the event, while
high school headmaster
Prashanth Kumar delivered
the vote of thanks ANCHOR
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Ten arrested in
Channagiri gang
rape case

DAVANAGERE

Police have arrested ten
youths in connection with the
gang rape of a 41-year-old
woman in Channagiri taluk of
Davanagere district. The inci-
dent reportedly took place on
June 3 within the limits of
Basava Town police station
and came to light after the
victim filed a complaint.

According to police, the
woman was returning home
after a quarrel with her hus-
band when the accused ap-
proached her. The youths,
who had gone out for pig
hunting, allegedly offered her
a cool drink after noticing that
she was tired. They reportedly
mixed alcohol in the drink
and later took her to a nearby
garden, where they sexually
assaulted her through the
night.

Free Ration Distribution Begins in Ballari;
Red Cross to Honour Blood Donors

BALLARI

The Department of Food,
Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs has begun the distri-
bution of free food grains for
June 2026 to eligible ration
card holders across Ballari
district. Beneficiaries can col-
lect their allotted quantity of
rice from their respective fair
price shops, Deputy Director
K.R. Devaraj said in a release.

Under the distribution plan,
Priority Household (PHH) and
BPL card holders will receive
10 kg of rice per family mem-
ber free of cost. For Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY) beneficia-
ries, the quantity of rice will
vary according to family size.
Families with one to three
members will not receive rice
this month as their allocation
was already distributed in May.

Officials said that rice under
the Anna Bhagya scheme for
both May and June is being
distributed together during
June. Beneficiaries have been
advised to complete biometric
authentication only once while
collecting their ration and to
ensure they receive the food
grains immediately after verifi-
cation.

The department has urged
the public to report any irregu-
larities in distribution through
the state helpline number 1967
or by contacting the Food Sec-
tion of the concerned Tahsil-
dar’s office.

Meanwhile, the Ballari
branch of the Indian Red Cross
Society will celebrate World
Blood Donor Day on June 14
by honouring individuals who
have donated blood more than
10 times.

Voter list revision sc
announced in Ya

Voter mapping in the district is over 97%, covering
most taluks, with 10.14 lakh of 10.5 lakh voters
mapped and door-to-door verification ongoing

YADGIR

District Election Officer and
Deputy Commissioner Pan-
dve Rahul announced the
Special Comprehensive Revi-
sion schedule of the voter list
issued by the Election Com-
mission of India and appealed
for public cooperation. He
said the revision process will
begin on June 20 and aims to
prepare a transparent and ac-
curate electoral roll across the
district.

According to the schedule,
form printing and training of
officials will be conducted
from June 20 to June 29. He

added that the house to house
voter survey will be carried
out from June 30 to July 29
across all taluks.

The draft voter list will be
published on August 5, fol-
lowed by a claims and objec-
tions period from August 5 to
September 4. He said the final
disposal of claims and objec-
tions will be completed by Oc-
tober 3 and the final voter list
will be published on October
7. The eligibility cut off date
for the revision has been fixed

as
October 1.

The Deputy Commissioner
informed that voter mapping
work in the district has
reached over ninety seven per-
cent in most taluks with signif-
icant progress in Shorapur
Shahapur Yadgir Gurmatkal
Vadagera and Hunasagi. He
said out of more than ten lakh
fifty thousand voters in the
district, over ten lakh fourteen
thousand have already been
mapped and the remaining
work is in progress. He urged

edule
gir

booth level officials to ensure
door to door verification and
asked citizens to cooperate by
providing accurate information
during the survey.

He also said the objective of
the revision is to ensure that
no eligible voter is left out and
no ineligible name is included
in the final list. Officials in-
cluding Additional Deputy
Commissioner Ramesh Kolar
and Assistant Commissioner
Sridhar Gotur were present at
the press conference and re-
viewed the progress of the re-
vision exercise across the dis-
trict for smooth implementa-
tion.

MLA urged regular water testing, reliable supply, and removal of
stagnant water to prevent disease during monsoon season

MLA Mantar Gowda stresses
monsoon preparedness in
Kodagu district

MADIKERI

With monsoon rains intensi-
fying across Kodagu dis-
trict, MLA Dr Mantar Gow-
da has directed officials to
strengthen disaster pre-
paredness and ensure unin-
terrupted supply of safe
drinking water in the region.
He issued the instructions
during a Task Force Com-
mittee Meeting held at the
Madikeri Tahsildar office
with participation from ta-
luk level officers, PDOs,
police and other departmen-
tal heads.

The MLA stressed that
drinking water sources must
be tested regularly and sup-
ply systems should not be
allowed to fail during the
rainy season under any cir-
cumstances. He warned that
stagnant water in coconut
shells, tyres and other waste
materials should be removed
quickly to prevent the
spread of infectious diseases
in both rural and urban ar-
eas.

Officials were instructed
to clean canals and roadside
drains so that rainwater
flows smoothly and does not
cause flooding in low lying
localities.

Dr Mantar Gowda ex-
pressed concern over drink-
ing water shortage in several
villages and said the admin-
istration must treat the issue
as a top priority without de-
lay. He also directed offi-
cials to alert residents in
landslide prone and flood
affected areas and ensure
timely evacuation if rainfall
intensity increases in the
coming days.

The MLA suggested set-
ting up care centres with ad-
equate food stock, medical
support and basic facilities
for displaced families during
emergency situations. He
asked departments to main-
tain coordination between
revenue, police, forest, fire
and public works teams to
handle emergencies such as
fallen trees and damaged
electric poles.

SUNDAYS-ON-CYCLE

Officials were told to
share contact numbers of
nodal officers and ensure
communication systems re-
main active so that emergen-
cy responses can be carried
out quickly.

The MLA also instructed
gram panchayats to conduct
local meetings and submit
detailed reports on prepared-
ness measures and safety
arrangements in vulnerable
regions. He emphasised pro-
tection of livestock and sug-
gested setting up cattle care
centres with sufficient fod-
der arrangements to support
farmers during heavy rains.

School and hostel safety
was also reviewed and offi-
cials were asked to check
transportation arrangements
for children travelling to ed-
ucational institutions in rural
areas.Municipal and taluk
officials reported that drain
cleaning, tree trimming and
relocation awareness activi-
ties have already been initi-
ated in several sensitive
zones across Madikeri.

Bad roads in Bhalki taluk
disrupt smooth traffic

BHALKI

While several roads in Bhalki
taluk, including those in ur-
ban areas, are reported to be
in good condition, many con-
necting and interior roads re-
main severely damaged, caus-
ing inconvenience to com-
muters and disrupting smooth
traffic movement.

Key routes such as Telgaon
village canal road to Talawa-
da (M), Sompur and Atnoor,
Davargao to Masimad, and
Bidar-Bhalki main road con-
nections to nearby villages
including Dharajwadi, Kotg-
yal-Nittur (B), and Valasang-
pati to Beeri (K) have devel-
oped potholes and uneven
surfaces. Residents say these
stretches have become diffi-
cult to travel on daily.

Locals also highlighted that
roads connecting areas such
as the lecturer’s colony main
road to Shahunagar, the road
to the Forest Range Office,
and the Hanuman Bakery
stretch towards Tukde Hospi-
tal are in poor condition, mak-
ing commuting unsafe and
uncomfortable.

Residents from Sompur and
Atnoor said that small bridges
on some routes get submerged
during heavy rains, cutting off
connectivity and causing ma-
jor disruptions. They added
that school buses, public
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transport vehicles and
two-wheelers regularly use
these roads, increasing the
risk of accidents.

Villagers from Davargao
and Masimad said commuters
are forced to navigate pot-
holes and loose gravel, lead-
ing to frequent skidding inci-
dents and minor injuries, es-
pecially among two-wheeler
riders.

In several urban pockets,
residents also pointed out is-
sues caused by repeated dig-
ging for water pipeline con-
nections, which has left un-
even surfaces and water stag-
nation, resulting in foul smell
and mosquito breeding.

Locals urged authorities to
take up immediate repair and
reconstruction works, stress-
ing that better road infra-
structure is essential for safer
travel, improved trade, and
overall development of both
rural and urban areas in the
taluk.

MLA Daddal
orders adequate
seed supply for

farmers

RAICHUR

MLA Basanagouda Daddal
has directed officials of the
Agriculture Department to en-
sure timely availability and
proper distribution of seeds
and fertilizers to farmers
during the ongoing monsoon
season. He stressed that any
delay or shortage in supply
could seriously affect agricul-
tural activities and the liveli-
hood of farmers in the region.

He was speaking at a re-
view meeting held at the Ru-
ral MLA office hall in Raich-
ur, where preparations for the
kharif season and the avail-
ability of agricultural inputs
were discussed in detail with
departmental officials.

The MLA instructed that
Agriculture Department staff
must mandatorily be present
at all Raitha Samparka Kend-
ras across every hobli in the
taluk. He warned that absen-
teeism or failure to respond to
farmers’ queries would be
viewed seriously and could
lead to recommendations for
suspension.

Daddal emphasized that all
Raitha Samparka Kendras
should maintain sufficient
stock of quality seeds and fer-
tilizers, especially as the mon-
soon has already set in.

Mangaluru cyclists ride for sustamablllty on World Bicycle Day

MANGALURU

The city witnessed an enthu-
siastic gathering of cycling
lovers who came together to
mark World Bicycle Day
through the ongoing “Sun-
days on Cycle” campaign,
turning a routine Sunday
into a message of sustain-
ability and community well-
ness.

The event began early on
June 7 at Mangala Stadium,
where participants assem-
bled despite rain-soaked
conditions. The ride was or-
ganised by the Mangalore

Cycling Club in coordina-
tion with MY Bharat Dak-
shina Kannada, with support
from the Department of
Youth Empowerment and
Sports and the National Ser-

vice Scheme.

Before the ride com-
menced, participants attend-
ed a brief interaction where
officials highlighted the im-
portance of cycling in im-

proving personal fitness
while also contributing to
reduced urban pollution and
environmental protection.
Dignitaries exchanged to-
kens of appreciation with
organisers before the group
set off together through the
city’s damp Sunday streets.
The ride symbolised a col-
lective commitment to
cleaner mobility and stron-
ger community engagement.
MY Bharat representatives
linked the initiative to
broader national goals, in-
cluding youth skill develop-
ment and the promotion of

healthier lifestyles. They
emphasized that cycling
should be viewed not just as
a recreational activity, but as
a sustainable mode of trans-
port that supports environ-
mental conservation.

Organisers from the Man-
galore Cycling Club said the
participation reflected grow-
ing awareness among citi-
zens about climate-friendly
practices. Many cyclists ex-
pressed interest in continu-
ing group rides regularly,
describing the experience as
both refreshing and motivat-
ing.

Medical Students Stage Street Play
to Promote Heart Health Awareness

BALLARI

As part of the National Sur-
geons’ Week celebrations, a
meaningful street play focusing
on heart health awareness was
staged on Tuesday in front of
the Emergency Department of
the Ballari Medical College and
Research Centre (BMCRC).
The programme was organ-
ised by the Ballari chapter of
the Karnataka State Chapter of
the Association of Surgeons of
India (KSCASI) with the objec-
tive of educating the public
about the importance of main-
taining good heart health and

¢ preventing cardiovascular dis-

eases.

The street play was per-
formed by BMCRC interns and
first- and second-year MBBS
students, who effectively con-
veyed messages on healthy life-
style practices, early detection
of heart-related ailments, and
the importance of timely medi-
cal intervention.

Their performance drew the
attention of patients, attendants
and members of the public vis-
iting the hospital.Senior doctors
present at the event appreciated
the students for their social
commitment and efforts in pro-
moting public health aware-
ness.
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Modi Surpasses Nehru With Security-
Focused Governance Legacy

Narendra Modi will become the country’s longest-serving elected Prime Minister

NGT Orders
Probe Into Noida
Groundwater Misuse

New Delhi
The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed
the Uttar Pradesh Ground
Water Department to in-
vestigate allegations of il-
legal groundwater extrac-
tion by private builders,
industries, and other enti-
ties in Noida and Greater
Noida. The tribunal in-
structed authorities to
take corrective and puni-
tive action if any viola-
tions are found. The order
was issued by a Bench
comprising Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivas-
tava and expert member
Dr. Afroz Ahmad while
disposing of a petition
filed by environmental
conservationist Vikrant
Tongad through advocate
Akash Vashishtha. The
case raised concerns over
unauthorised use of
groundwater in the region.

Delhi Court
Rejects NEET Leak
Accused’s Bail

New Delhi
A Delhi court on Tuesday
rejected the bail plea of
Manisha Waghmare, an
accused in the NEET-UG
2026 paper leak case be-
ing investigated by the
CBI. The defence argued
that Waghmare, an edu-
cation counsellor, re-
ceived Rs 3.5 lakh
through a gift deed
linked to ancestral prop-
erty and that no incrimi-
nating material was
found during searches at
her home.
Opposing bail, the CBI
alleged she actively
helped circulate leaked
exam questions for mon-
ey and cited statements
from candidates who
claimed they paid her for
access to the paper.

SixKilled In
Jalgaon Road Mishap
Tragedy

Jalgaon
Six people were killed and
one person was seriously
injured after a speeding
car collided head-on with
a motorcycle near Londhe
Phata in Amalner, Jalgaon
district, Maharashtra. The
accident occurred around
7 am.when a family trav-
elling from Gujarat to at-
tend an engagement cer-
emony met with the trag-
edy. After the collision, the
motorcycle crashed into
an oncoming bus. The de-
ceased were identified as
Nandlal Mahajan, Anita
Mahajan, Suresh Mahajan,
Nirmala Mahajan, Nilesh
Tawade and Falguni Bhoi.
Car driver Aditya Mahajan
suffered severe leg frac-
tures and was admitted to
a private hospital.

NEW DELHI

National security reforms and
anti-terror measures have re-
mained central to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s gover-
nance journey.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will complete 4,399
consecutive days in office on
June 10, surpassing the record
of India’s first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, who served
4,398 continuous days. Modi,
who first took oath on May
26, 2014, will become the
country’s longest-serving
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elected Prime Minister.

Over the past 12 years, the
Modi government has intro-
duced several major policy
changes, with national securi-
ty emerging as one of its key
focus areas. During this peri-
od, security agencies disman-
tled home-grown terror net-
works, including the Indian
Mujahideen. After reducing
the threat from domestic ter-
ror groups, the government
shifted its attention towards
Jammu and Kashmir.

Soon after taking office,
Modi held a series of meet-

ings with senior security offi-
cials and stressed the need to
provide operational freedom
to security forces. Agencies
intensified action against sep-
aratist groups and terror or-
ganisations, particularly Hiz-
bul Mujahideen. Investiga-
tions by the National Inves-
tigation Agency and En-
forcement Directorate un-
covered financial net-
works allegedly
supported through
Pakistan-backed
channels.

According to of-

ficials, a portion of these
funds was used to fuel vio-
lence, while large amounts
were allegedly diverted for
personal use by separatist
leaders. As these fund-
ing channels were
disrupted, separat-
ist activities grad-
ually weakened.
Security forces
intensified opera-
tions against
leading ter-
rorist com-
manders,
including

Jaishankar Highlights Twelve
Years Of Diplomatic Growth

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Tuesday high-
lighted major changes in In-
dia’s foreign policy and the
functioning of the Ministry of
External Affairs over the last
12 years since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi first took of-
fice in 2014.

In a post on social media,
Jaishankar said Indian diplo-
macy now works around the
clock to serve the nation and
support citizens abroad. He
noted that Indians today trav-
el overseas with greater con-
fidence and pride due to im-
proved services and stronger
diplomatic engagement.

According to the minister,
Indian embassies and consul-
ates have expanded their
reach, with 44 missions now
serving the needs of Indians
living, studying, and working
abroad. He said the govern-
ment has strengthened sup-
port systems through wider
use of the Indian Community
Welfare Fund and digital plat-

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said India’s
diplomacy has become
more citizen-focused,
expanding global
outreach, welfare
services, crisis response,
and opportunities for
Indians abroad over the
past 12 years
I
forms that help citizens regis-
ter complaints and provide

feedback.

Jaishankar also pointed to
India’s response during major
international crises. He said
the government successfully
carried out evacuation opera-
tions and assistance efforts in

countries such as Ukraine,
Israel, Afghanistan, and Su-
dan when Indian nationals
faced difficult situations.

The minister added that In-
dia has signed 21 mobility
partnerships, helping citizens
access employment opportu-
nities abroad and become part
of the global workforce. He
also said passport services
and document attestation pro-
cedures have become faster
and more convenient for the
public.

Jaishankar further high-
lighted efforts to promote In-
dian culture, support students
overseas, and improve access
for Indian products and ser-
vices in international markets.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Modi said the government’s
12-year journey has been
guided by trust, development,
and public welfare.

He stated that continued
efforts in governance, infra-
structure, and digital growth
would help achieve the goal
of a developed India in the
years ahead.

Predictions of instability after the 2024 election have not materialised
as the NDA remains united

NDA Remains Stable As Modi
Government Completes Two

NEW DELHI

When the 2024 Lok Sabha
election results were de-
clared, many political ob-
servers questioned the fu-
ture of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment because the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) fell
short of an absolute major-
ity on its own. However,
support from alliance part-
ners ensured a comfortable
majority for the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

With backing from par-
ties such as the Janata Dal
(United) and the Telugu De-
sam Party, the NDA secured
293 seats in the 543-mem-
ber Lok Sabha. Despite
concerns raised by critics at
the time, the coalition has

remained intact and com-
pleted two years of its third
term in office.

Over this period, key al-
lies have continued to ex-
press confidence in Modi’s
leadership.

Leaders including Bihar
Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary’s predecessor
Nitish Kumar, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, and
former Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda have publicly
praised the Prime Minis-
ter’s governance and politi-
cal achievements.

Deve Gowda recently
noted that Modi becoming
India’s longest continuously
serving democratically
elected Prime Minister re-
flects the strength and
growth of Indian democra-

cy. He also credited Modi
with protecting national in-
terests and maintaining
public support over a long
period.The veteran leader
observed that India’s polit-
ical environment has be-
come far more competitive
and diverse compared to
earlier decades. He pointed
out that leaders like Modi
rose to national prominence
without political dynasties
or inherited advantages.
Naidu said Modi’s leader-
ship has boosted national
confidence and cultural
pride, calling it a signifi-
cant period for India. The
NDA government has re-
mained stable, with allies
united and several key eco-
nomic, social, and constitu-
tional bills passed in Parlia-
ment.

Hizbul Mujahideen's Burhan
Wani, who had become a key
figure in militant recruitment.
Following his death in an en-
counter, several senior mili-
tants were eliminated, weak-
ening the outfit. Alongside
these efforts, the government
launched outreach pro-
grammes for local communi-
ties. The 2019 abrogation of
Article 370 further reshaped
Jammu and Kashmir, with of-
ficials crediting the move and
reduced terror activity for im-
proved security, higher tour-
ism, and economic benefits.

Assam Hosts EU Delegation
To Strengthen Trade Ties

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma met a
high-level European Union
delegation, known as “Team
Europe,” to discuss ways to
strengthen trade, investment,
and economic cooperation be-
tween Northeast India and
European countries.

The delegation was led by
Herve Delphin and included
ambassadors, senior diplo-
mats, business leaders, and
representatives of major Eu-
ropean trade organisations.
The visit, which began on
June 8, is part of efforts to
deepen economic ties under
the India-EU Comprehensive
Strategic Agenda announced
earlier this year.

During the meeting, both
sides discussed opportunities
for investment and commer-
cial partnerships in Assam
and the wider Northeast re-
gion. Officials highlighted the

region’s strategic location,
natural resources, and grow-
ing industrial base as key fac-
tors attracting international
investors.

As part of their visit, the
delegation is scheduled to
tour India’s first semiconduc-
tor manufacturing facility be-
ing developed at Jagiroad in
Morigaon district.A business
delegation organised by the
Federation of European Busi-
nesses in India is also meet-
ing local authorities and in-
dustry representatives to ex-
plore investment opportuni-
ties.Discussions are focused
on sectors such as renewable
energy, sustainable infrastruc-
ture, healthcare, pharmaceu-
ticals, electronics, semicon-
ductor manufacturing, tea
production, and agro-process-
ing.The delegation is also
participating in a seminar ti-
tled “Blue Valleys: Building
Ecosystems and Value Chains

Between India and Europe.”
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RG Kar Case
Triggered My
Resignation: Roy

NEW DELHI

A day after resigning from the
Rajya Sabha and the All India
Trinamool Congress, former
MP Sukhendu Sekhar Roy
said the RG Kar rape and
murder case became the turn-
ing point that led him to leave
the party.

Roy said he had been con-
sidering resignation for a long
time and finally decided to
quit after the incident. He
stressed that the decision was
made independently and with-
out any pressure. While ex-
pressing gratitude to the party
leadership for giving him an
opportunity to serve in the
Rajya Sabha, he said several
incidents over the years had
raised concerns.

Roy referred to cases such
as the Park Street rape case,
the Kamduni gang rape and
murder case, and the RG Kar
case.

He alleged that some indi-
viduals involved in such inci-
dents were linked to or pro-
tected by the party. According
to him, questions from family
members and friends about
his continued association with
the party further influenced
his thinking.

He claimed that public an-
ger following the RG Kar
case was a warning sign for
the party. Roy said many peo-
ple who had supported the
party in previous elections
later joined protests, indicat-
ing growing dissatisfaction.

The former MP also alleged
that the party failed to take
corrective measures despite
repeated public signals. He
predicted that the Trinamool
Congress would not survive
in its current form and
claimed that several members
felt sidelined within the or-
ganisation.Roy further criti-
cised the state’s condition,
alleging a lack of investment,
rising unemployment, prob-
lems in the education sector,
and concerns in healthcare.

Court Defers

Order In IRCTC

Money

Laundering Case

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Tuesday post-
poned its decision on framing
charges against RJD chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav, his family mem-
bers, and others in the alleged
money laundering case linked to
the IRCTC hotel scam. The
Rouse Avenue Court has now
scheduled the pronouncement of

the order for July 16.

The case is being investigated
by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which has filed a prosecu-
tion complaint against 16 accused
persons. Those named include
Rabri Devi, Tejashwi Yadav, Tej
Pratap Yadav, Misa Bharti, and

Hema Yadav.

According to the ED, the mon-
ey laundering case stems from the
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MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED
% MANAPPURAM i3 /e]\"| 3 FORMERLY MANAPP!
ol CIN : U65923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: 8/596 A, Padmaprabha Building, Near Sreerama Swami Temple, Cherppu - Thriprayar Road,
Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala 680567 | Phone No.: 0487-3520504, Website: www.manappuramhomefin.com

URAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD

alleged IRCTC hotel scam origi-
nally investigated by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
The agency has alleged that irreg-
ularities occurred in awarding
contracts for operating IRCTC
hotels during Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
tenure as Railway Minister be-
tween 2004 and 2009.

OPPOSITION CRITICISES CUT
IN UJJWALA LPG SUBSIDIES

NEW DELHI

ment’s economic claims, saying that

Opposition parties on Tuesday criti-
cised the Centre’s reported decision
to reduce the number of subsidised
LPG cylinder refills available under
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) from nine per year to four.
Leaders from the Congress and RJD
said the move would place an addi-
tional burden on poor and mid-

dle-class families.

Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit
alleged that the reduction reflected
the government’s inability to contin-
ue welfare support at earlier levels.

financial burden.

The Congress leader sarcastically
remarked that the scheme should now
be called the “Andhkaar Scheme”
instead of the Ujjwala scheme, refer-
ring to the reduction in subsidised

if earlier administrations could offer
greater assistance, the present reduc-
tion suggested growing financial
pressure. He further alleged that sub-
sidies in several sectors, including
fuel, fertilisers and irrigation, had
been reduced over time. According to
him, citizens are now paying various
taxes and charges that increase their

CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL KOLLEGAL

CHAMARAJANAGAR DISTRICT

NO. MUNIKGL/E.S/TENDER/CR/01/2026-27
230335:55O:ZDDE’b/%JDSﬁ/@?.&)/&iOCSUG/Ol/ZOZé—N

Date :06.06.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-procurement portal only)

The City Municipal Commissioner, Kollegal Chamarajanagar District, invites e-procurement tender
from eligible contractors under Kw-4 document Under Work details as follows Name of work: Road
development work In Kollegal Taluk Srirangapattana-Malaimahadeshwara hills road State highway-
79 chain from 68.70 to 69.61 Kms (Dasanapura Junction to N H -948 connecting road (near Animal
department Office)) 2025-26 CMIDP Grants (DMA/2026-27/RD/WORK_INDENTS57539) Estimate
Cost: 150.00 Lakhs, EMD Amount: 2,00,000, Period of Completion: 06 Months. Last date for
uploading of completed tender documents: 22.06.2026 at 5.30 P.M, Prebid Meeting Venue &
date: 12.06.2026 at 11.00 A.M, (CMC Kollegal Office) Last date of receiving tender 22.06.2026 at
5.30 P.M, Date of opening of tenders technical bids: 24.06.2026 at 11.00 A.M & Date of opening
of Financial bids: Informed after Successful technical Bid Contractors, Interested contractors shall
register on the e-procurement platform to participate in this tender. Contractors can download the
tender documents from e-procurement platform (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/) Tenders shall be
submitted electronically at www.erpoc.karnataka.gov.in EMD and tender processing fees shall also

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
(“MAHOFIN”) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest *[ACtt]' 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with rule 9 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice
calling upon the borrowers and co-borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and
Interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrower having
failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the ﬁroperty described herein below in exercise of
l?owers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said *[Act] read with rule 9 of the said rules.

he borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Manappuram Home Finance
Ltd as mentioned below for each of the respective properties:

Name of Borrower and

Date of Demand

St Description Of Secured Asset In Respect Date of

Co-borrower / Loan " Notice sent &
E amumnumber//ﬂramh OF Which Inerost Has Been Crealed Qutstanding Amount |
1 |Prathip Kumar L S, |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing |17-03-2026 &| 05-06-
Kavana N N, No. 141/107, P.D No.152200602510600913, | Rs.521385/- | 2026
Siddeshwara, Situated At Channakal Kavalu Grama, Channakal
Dandamma, Kavalu Gramapanchayat, Periyapatna Block,
/NHL00340044997/ |Mysore (D).,Karnataka,Pin:571187 Admeasuring:
Mysore 111.48 Sq Mts. East-Vacant Site of Siddeshwara,
West-Road., South-House of Shivanna, North-
House of Basavaraju
2 |Basavaraju, All That Piece And Parcel of The House Bearing|17-03-2026 &| 05-06-
Shwetha L S, Bearing Old Katha No.210, New Katha No.327/6/7 | Rs.520143/- | 2026
Chethan B M, And E-KathaNo.152500700800120078, Measuring
/NHL00930038893/ |East To West:7.62 Meters And North To South:
Tumkur 13.7160 Meters, Situated At Badamaranahalli Village,
Hulikunte Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumkur District, Under
The Limit of Handikunte Gramapanchayathi,
Karnataka, Pin: 572113. East-Road, West-House
of Savithramma, South-Remaining Property of
Mariingappa, North-Remaining Property of Mariingappa
3 |Sujatha MV, All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property Bearing |18-03-2026 &| 05-06-
Yogesh B R, No.878/879, P1.D. No.152100100700120256, | Rs.356099/- | 2026

/MHL00340013495/ |Situated At Bukinkere Village, Bukinkere Grama
Mysore Panchayath, Krishnarajapete Taluk, Mandya District,
Karnataka, Pin: 571812 Totally 193.24 Square
Meters. East-Land Belongs To Ramaswamy,
West-Land Belongs To Javaregowda S/0
Sathegowda, South-Canal Road., North-Land
Belongs To Ramaswamy

All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing|18-03-2026 &| 05-06-
RDPR Khata No. 152400404300300497, As|Rs.420777/-| 2026
Chandrappa B, Per Gram Panchayat Record Property No. 98,
/MHL00510015494/ |Measuring In Total 167.23 Sq Meter Including

~

Jayamma C,
Manjunath C,

He claimed that previous govern-  refills.RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha be paid electronically. Shimoga Nt bt ety S
ments had provided higher levels of  also criticised the decision. He noted Panchayat. Shikaripura Taluk And Shivamogga
subsidy and argued that support for at  that subsidised cylinders were once Commissioner B'hsgﬂﬁﬁtﬁ;;”a‘,%aPf,'r’;n?ggh‘;ﬁ,fﬁeﬁ{%"rggzr?yf
least six to nine cylinders annually  available for 12 refills annually be- City Municipal Council, Kollegal. of Prem WO Lakshmanappa, South-Road,
. . . . 0rth-Roa
Sh]%lllll((;]ﬁ?;]esge(lelile;nnizl;(ail?fleedgoVem If'\:lgeortt)g(l‘lrll}% goe(fi‘glifd to nine and now NO: DIPR CHANAGAR: 160: 2026-27 Date: 10" June 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA Sd/- Authorised Officer Manappuram Home Finance Ltd



BENGALURU, MYSURU

QUICK READ

Mother Arrested
ForKilling Infant Son
Allegedly

Meerut
A woman was arrested in
Uttar Pradesh’s Meerut
district for allegedly stran-
gling her seven-month-
old son and trying to por-
tray the death as caused
by illness, police said on
Tuesday. The accused,
Meenakshi, is alleged to
have killed her son,
Rudransh, on May 30
while she was alone at
home in Murlipur village.
She later informed family
members that the child
had fallenill and died. The
infant was subsequently
buried. The case came to
light after the child’s fa-
ther, Amit, who was away
at the time, received infor-
mation raising doubts
about the circumstances
of the death. Police said
marital disputes between
the couple also led to
suspicion, and an investi-
gation is underway.

Teen Girl
Injured, Police
Hunt Suspect

Mumbai
Mumbai Police have
launched a manhunt for a
young man accused of
kidnapping and brutally
assaulting a 16-year-old
girl in the Amboli area.
The victim suffered seri-
ous injuries to her face
and jaw after being alleg-
edly attacked with a
stone and is currently un-
dergoing treatment in
hospital. Police said the
girl is unable to speak
properly due to the severi-
ty of her injuries. She had
been living with her aunt
and uncle in Jogeshwari
after losing her parents at
ayoung age.
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President Appoints Three New
Ministers In Puducherry Cabinet

President Murmu approved the appointment of 3 new ministers, strengthening the Puducherry govt

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Monday appointed P. Ra-
javelu, V. P. Sivakolundhu
and G. N. S. Rajasekaran as
ministers in the Union Terri-
tory of Puducherry. The ap-
pointments were made on the
advice of Chief Minister N.
Rangasamy, according to an
official government notifica-
tion issued on Monday.

The notification stated that
the President was pleased to
appoint the three leaders as

ministers in the Council of
Ministers for Puducherry with
effect from the date they take
oath of office. Their induction
is expected to expand the
ministry and strengthen the
administration led by the All
India N.R. Congress (AIN-
RC)-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government.

The NDA secured victory
in the Puducherry Assembly
elections held on April 9. Fol-
lowing the election win, N.
Rangasamy was sworn in as
Chief Minister for the fifth

time on May 13. Along with
him, BJP Legislature Party
leader A. Namassivayam and
AINRC legislator Malladi
Krishna Rao also took oath as
ministers in the second NDA
government in the Union Ter-
ritory.

The formation of a full-
fledged ministry had been
awaited for several weeks
after the government as-
sumed office. The delay
had drawn criticism
from opposition
leaders, including

former Chief Minister and
Congress leader V. Narayana-
samy, who had questioned the
government over the time tak-
en to complete the cabinet
expansion.
Rangasamy had contest-
2. cd and won from both
A Thattanchavady and
& Mangalam Assembly
{ constituencies in the
election. However, he
later vacated the That-
tanchavady seat and
retained Man-

! galam.

With the appointment of
Rajavelu, Sivakolundhu and
Rajasekaran, the Puducherry
government has moved closer
to completing its ministerial
team.

Political observers believe
the expanded council will
help the administration dis-
tribute responsibilities more
effectively and focus on gov-
ernance, development proj-
ects and public welfare pro-
grammes across the Union
Territory in the coming
months.

Congress Shifts MLAs
Ahead Of Rajya Sabha Polls

BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress has decided to shift its
MLAs to Karnataka ahead of
the June 18 Rajya Sabha elec-
tions, alleging that the BJP is
trying to poach opposition
legislators and influence the
voting process.

Senior Congress leaders
said the move is aimed at pre-
venting cross-voting and
keeping the party united until
polling day. The decision was
discussed during a Congress
Legislature Party meeting
held late Monday night at the
residence of Leader of Oppo-
sition Umang Singhar.

Congress legislators Vijay
Revanath Choure, Yadavendra
Singh and Babu Jandel con-
firmed that party MLAs
would be moved to Bengaluru
in Congress-ruled Karnataka.
While some legislators were
reportedly not in favour of

Congress has decided to
move its Madhya Pradesh
MLAs to Karnataka,
alleging BJP attempts to
lure legislators before the
June 18 Rajya Sabha
election

leaving the state, they agreed
to follow the party leader-
ship’s decision.

Singhar accused the BJP of
trying to buy Congress MLAs
and claimed some legislators
had informed him that they
were approached with offers
of money.

He said all Congress
MLAs would be kept to-
gether in a party-ruled state
to avoid any possibility of
defections or cross-voting.

The Rajya Sabha election
in Madhya Pradesh is being
held for three vacant seats.
Each candidate requires 58
first-preference votes to

win. The BJP, with 164
MLAs in the 230-member
Assembly, is comfortably
placed to win two seats and
has fielded Tarun Chugh,
Rajneesh Agrawal and Ma-
hesh Kewat.

The Congress has nomi-
nated former MP Meenakshi
Natarajan and believes it has
enough support to secure the
third seat. The Assembly’s
effective strength is current-
ly 229, though legal and
membership issues involv-
ing some legislators could
affect voting numbers.

Congress leaders said the
party is taking extra precau-
tions because of the 2020
political crisis, when the Ka-
mal Nath-led government
collapsed after Jyotiraditya
Scindia and 22 Congress
MLAs joined the BJP, lead-
ing to a major change in the
state's political landscape
and balance of power.

DMK Clarifies Stalin
Remarks On TVK
Government Stability

CHENNAI

The DMK on Tuesday clari-
fied remarks made by former
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin regarding the sta-
bility of the TVK government,
stating that his comments
should not be interpreted as an
attempt to topple the adminis-
tration.

Senior DMK leader and for-
mer minister Thangam Then-
narasu said Stalin had no in-
tention of seeking the govern-
ment's removal or dissolution.
According to him, Stalin's re-
marks were only meant to
highlight concerns about the
current political and adminis-
trative situation.

Speaking about Stalin's
statement made on Sunday,
Thennarasu said the DMK
leader had earlier promised not
to criticise the new govern-
ment for six months after it
assumed office. However, Sta-

lin later remarked that the gov-
ernment's functioning was so
uncertain that he might have to
speak sooner than expected.

Thennarasu said some polit-
ical leaders and commentators
misunderstood the statement
and suggested that Stalin had
predicted the government's
collapse. He maintained that
Stalin never said the govern-
ment would fall and that such
an interpretation was incorrect.

The former minister ex-
plained that Stalin was refer-
ring to what he described as a
“cloud of uncertainty” sur-
rounding the government. He
said the remarks reflected con-
cerns about governance and
public issues rather than any
political plan to bring down
the administration.

Thennarasu criticised Vijay
for not responding to issues
such as crime, drug trafficking,
power cuts, farmers' protests
and sexual violence.
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TMC Leaders
Rally Behind
Mamata Amid
Revolt Rumours

KOLKATA

Senior leaders of the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) have
strongly backed party chief
Mamata Banerjee amid re-
ports of internal dissent and
speculation about a possible
split within the party.

Rajya Sabha MP Sagarika
Ghose said she firmly be-
lieved in Banerjee’s leader-
ship and criticised leaders
who, according to her, aban-
don the party after benefiting
from its support during elec-
tions. In a post on social me-
dia, she described Banerjee as
an inspiring leader and ques-
tioned the loyalty of those
allegedly considering a
change in allegiance after
electoral setbacks.

Senior TMC leader Kirti
Azad also expressed support
for Banerjee, stating that he
would stand with “Didi”
throughout his political life.
He dismissed reports of a list
of rebel lawmakers as fabri-
cated and accused the BJP of
spreading misinformation.
Azad further alleged that at-
tempts were being made to
pressure TMC leaders
through central agencies and
political influence.

TMC MP Mahua Moitra
criticised those she described
as traitors, arguing that MPs
elected on a TMC ticket re-
ceived a mandate from vot-
ers for the party and not for
the NDA. She said those
wishing to join the BJP
should resign their seats and
seek a fresh mandate from
voters.

Meanwhile, Derek O'Brien
also backed the statements
supporting Banerjee by shar-
ing Ghose’s remarks on so-
cial media.

The strong public support
from senior leaders comes
amid growing political spec-
ulation about internal differ-
ences within the TMC.

Minister Alleges Sabotage Behind
Chennai Power Outages Crisis

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Electricity Min-
ister C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar
on Tuesday alleged that fre-
quent power outages in
Chennai and its suburbs were
not always caused by techni-
cal faults but were, in some
cases, the result of deliberate
sabotage.

The minister claimed that
certain individuals were in-
tentionally pulling fuses and
tampering with power infra-
structure to trigger blackouts
and provoke public protests.
He said electricity depart-
ment officials were closely
monitoring the frequency and
locations of outages to iden-
tify suspicious patterns that
indicated human interference
rather than equipment failure.

Kumar said complaints had
been filed against people
caught damaging electricity
infrastructure and added that
some arrests had already
been made. He also appealed
to the public to report suspi-
cious activities, especially in
areas where CCTV surveil-
lance is unavailable.

The statement comes after
several neighbourhoods in
Chennai and surrounding ar-
eas experienced prolonged
power cuts on Saturday
night. Residents in Medavak-
kam, Pallikaranai, Perumbak-
kam, Sholinganallur and
along the East Coast Road
reported outages lasting be-
tween two and four hours,
forcing many to spend a
sleepless night.

Frustrated by repeated dis-

ruptions, residents staged
protests and demanded a per-
manent solution. While con-
sumers alleged that power
cuts had become frequent,
senior officials from the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
maintained that temporary
failures were caused by trip-
ping and distribution-related
issues.

Kumar said CCTYV footage
is being reviewed to identify
those tampering with power
infrastructure, while outage
updates are shared through
the Minnagam portal. Addi-
tional response teams and
night patrols have been de-
ployed. He earlier claimed
footage from Avadi showed
unidentified individuals re-
moving fuses and disrupting
power supply, causing losses.

CID Gives
Abhishek Final
Deadline In
Forgery Probe

KOLKATA

The West Bengal CID has
issued a third notice to TMC
leader Abhishek Banerjee in
connection with the alleged
signature forgery case in the
state Assembly, directing
him to appear before inves-
tigators by 5 p.m. on Tues-
day.

According to sources, the
fresh notice was served after
Banerjee failed to respond to
two earlier summonses. A
team of eight CID officers,
including women personnel,
visited his Kalighat resi-
dence on Monday and for-
mally delivered the notice
after he missed the second
appearance deadline.

Congress released a detailed report alleging a wide gap between
government promises and outcomes

Congress Questions Modi Government'’s
Performance After Two Years

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
launched a sharp attack on
the Narendra Modi-led
government as it completed
two years of its third term
in office. The party re-
leased a 75-page “promise
versus reality” document,
claiming that several prom-
ises made over the past 12
years have not translated
into meaningful benefits for
citizens.

Congress leaders Rajeev
Gowda and Amitabh Dubey
unveiled the report and ac-
cused the government of
relying on publicity while

failing to deliver results in
key sectors such as employ-
ment, economy, agriculture,
infrastructure, social wel-
fare and governance.
Gowda said the govern-
ment had promised to make
India a global employment
hub, but unemployment
among graduates remained
high. He claimed that four
out of ten graduates were
unemployed and that urban
youth unemployment stood
at 18.4 per cent. He also al-
leged that only a small per-
centage of unemployed
graduates secured perma-
nent salaried jobs within a
year.The Congress leader

further claimed that benefits
under the Ujjwala scheme
had been reduced and criti-
cised the government over
women’s employment op-
portunities. He said India’s
ranking in the Global Gen-
der Gap Index had fallen
significantly over the years.
Raising concerns about the
economy, Gowda stated that
around 40,000 micro, small
and medium enterprises had
shut down in the previous
financial year.

He also alleged that dem-
ocratic institutions had
weakened and questioned
the deletion of voter names
from electoral rolls.

Yogi Warns Against Love Jihad And Division

jihad.”The Chief Minister said

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday said
India cannot be a refuge for peo-
ple who lack loyalty to the nation
or respect for its traditions.
Speaking at the closing ceremony
of a nine-day Shri Ram Katha
Mabhotsav in Lucknow, he called
for vigilance against what he de-
scribed as “love jihad” and “land

religious demography.

“love jihad” was part of a broader
conspiracy to alter the country’s

Referring to concerns raised by
courts in earlier years, he noted
that Uttar Pradesh had enacted a
law against unlawful religious
conversions in 2020 and stressed
the need for greater public aware-
ness on the issue.Adityanath also
spoke against alleged attempts to

strengthen the nation.

occupy land through unlawful
means, saying such activities
should be firmly opposed. He as-
serted that India’s land could not
become a “dharamshala” for in-
vaders or for those who have no
faith in the country’s values, tra-
ditions and national interests.
Calling for unity, the Chief Min-
ister urged saints and constructive
social forces to work together to

*| Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of forest .
%w” (Head of Forest Force) Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross,
Malleswhwaram, Bangalore-560003.

KARNATAKA FOREST DEPARTMENT ¢

TROFWT T

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

UNIVERSITY &

=
(Accredited by NAAC with "A" Grade) NIRF-2022 Ranked 33 in University Category & 54 in Overall Category)

OF MYSORE

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION

Manasagangothri, Mysuru - 570006
Telephone No: 0821-2419556, e-mail address: icd@uni-mvsore.ac.in

No.MGM/ICD/48/2026-2027

Dated: 08-06-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement portal only)

The Director, Information and Communication Division invites tender from elegible bidders for purchase
and installation of "Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Web Application Firewall and Wired Network
Firewall License for 3 years to Information and Communication Division, Manasagangothri, University
of Mysore, Mysuru-570006" through e-procurement Portal as per KTPP Act of Government of Karnataka.

Tender Number : UOM/2026-27/IND0068

For further clarification bidders may view at website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in and may contact

No.: KFD/2026-27/SE1979

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION
Tenders are invited from contractors through the | Q—-TBR.TTNOLE HDH 30BTF Iz |
GoK e-portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in to select a — 0 —
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(2E3-149 BTRL) [P F-20273 (DTOT: 31-03-2027) IBTAS
LOIER BRT RIEICIS] DEIOD BWVOTT FeeF TLOPED FIOF 38
TFRIT FONIBNAYY TOTIFT (F.8.0.0 J0NT) LI
1999-20003 TFT V-TIRO WO TwoF QuIned T I0NY

well-established and

Date:09.06.2026

Sd/-

reputable Professional
Consultancy Agency to set up a Programme
Management Unit under the Karnataka Forest
Department for the year 2026-27.
Last date for uploading tender forms in e-procurement:
01.07.2026 upto 5.30 PM. Date of opening of technical
bids: 03.07.2026 at 12.30 PM. Financial bids will be
opened only if the conditions in the technical bid are
successfully fulfilled and bids not fulfilling the conditions
will be rejected. Financial bid will be opened on
05.07.2026 at 12-30 PM.
If no tender is received on the above dates or if the tender
is not held due to any reason, the tender will be continued
upto 10.07.2026 at 5.30 PM subject to the conditions of
this advertisement (Auto Extension). The technical bid
will be opened on 12.07.2026 at 12.30 PM. The financial
bid will be opened on 14.07.2026.
Further details regarding this tender, Contact the Office of
the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Headquarters,
Aranya Bhavan, Malleswaram, Bangalore.
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Earthquakes
shake Cuba, Iran
within hours again

Havana

Earthquakes hit Cuba and
Iran within hours, shaking
regions across continents.
A 6.1 magnitude quake
struck off northwest
Cuba, USGS said, at a
shallow depth of 26 km,
with epicentre 104 km
west-northwest of Man-
tua. Tremors were felt in
Cuba, Mexico and parts of
Florida, but no injuries or
damage were reported
immediately. Later,a 5.0
magnitude earthquake hit
Sargazin Iran’'s Hormoz-
gan province at a depth of
22 km. No casualties have
been reported so far.

Tensionsrisein
PoJK amid clashes
escalating
Muzaffarabad

Tensions escalated in
Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
after Pakistani securi-
ty forces used tear
gas against protes-
tors following clashes
with workers of the
Joint Awami Action

Committee.
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 NAME CHANGE

I, IMTIAZ, S/0 HAJI JALAL
SAB AND SAFOORA BEE
(Old Name), Resident of No.
391, 3rd Cross Lakshmi Layout,
Near Kulsum Masjid, Arakere,
Bengaluru -560076, have changed
my name to IMTAYAZ, S/0 HAJI
JALALUDDIN AND SAFFORA
Bl (New Name), vide affidavit
dated: 09.06.2026 before notary V.
RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

I, SHEEBAJESU alias
SHEEBA NANDINI S W/o0
LATE PASKAL JESURAJ S,
R/o 44, M L Block,
Oorgaum K G F,
Bangarapet, Kolar,
Karnataka-563120,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as SHEEBA
NANDINIS.
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' Trump slams court freeze
on H-1B fee ruling decision

Court ruled that fee was an unlawful tax without Congress approval; Several
said hospitals and schools depend on foreign professionals through H-1B visas.

NEW YORK

US President Donald Trump
criticised federal judges after
a court blocked his adminis-
tration’s proposed USD
100,000 H-1B visa fee. He
called the decision crazy and
said judges are hurting the
country badly.

The court had ruled the fee
was an unlawful tax without
Congress approval.

Lawmakers from both par-
ties supported the court order
and raised concerns about im-
pact. Several said rural hospi-
tals and schools depend on
foreign professionals through
H-1B visas. Republican Sen-
ator Lisa Murkowski said ru-
ral Alaska schools rely heavi-

ly on H-1B teachers. White
House defended the policy
and said it would challenge
the ruling in appeals court.
Spokesperson Taylor Rog-
ers said the H-1B programme
had been abused for decades.
Democrats welcomed the rul-
ing saying it protects health-
care and public services.
Some Republicans also sup-
ported exemptions for health-

care workers and education
staff. California Attorney
General Rob Bonta said the
fee harmed skilled immigra-
tion goals.

New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Jennifer Davenport
agreed the policy exceeded
executive authority. Opposi-
tion Republicans like Eli
Crane criticised the ruling and
demanded legislative action.
Lawmakers remain divided as
legal battle over visa fee con-
tinues in courts. White House
officials said they remain con-
fident that the appeals court
will overturn the ruling.

They argued the fee was
necessary to reform alleged
misuse of the H-1B system.
Supporters of the court ruling

said it protects innovation and
labour shortages in key sec-
tors. Business groups and uni-
versities also welcomed the
decision due to workforce
dependency concerns.

The administration said it
will continue pursuing immi-
gration changes through legal
and political channels. Court
battles over immigration fees
are expected to continue
across multiple federal levels.
Observers say the issue high-
lights deep political divisions
over skilled migration policy
in the United States. Experts
believe final outcome will
shape future H-1B policy and
broader US immigration de-
bate in coming months ahead
now.

O ibcworldnews.com

UN chief urges
diplomacy amid
West Asia escalation

GENEVA

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres has expressed deep
alarm over renewed escala-
tion in West Asia and urged
all parties to immediately halt
attacks and show maximum
restraint.

In a statement issued
through spokesperson Farhan
Haq, he warned that the situ-
ation is highly volatile and
could worsen quickly if vio-
lence continues. Guterres
called on all sides to fully re-
spect ceasefires in Gaza, Leb-
anon, and Iran and avoid ac-
tions that could damage ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts.

He also stressed the urgent
need for Israel to reopen all
crossings into Gaza to allow
safe, fast and unhindered de-
livery of humanitarian aid. He

UN chief warns of rising
tensions in West Asia,
calls for ceasefires,
humanitarian access,
and urgent diplomatic
talks to prevent wider
conflict and civilian
suffering
I I
highlighted that international
law, including protection of
civilians and freedom of nav-
igation, must be strictly fol-

lowed.

The UN chief said all par-
ties must take every possible
step to protect innocent civil-
ians during the conflict. Reit-
erating his long-standing po-
sition, Guterres said there is
no military solution to the
crises in West Asia and insist-
ed that only dialogue and ne-
gotiations can bring lasting
peace.

More than 50 British parliamentarians express concern over

arrests and rising tensions in PoJK region

Rights concerns grow as activist
urges UK intervention PoJK

LONDON

UK-based Kashmiri author
and human rights activist
Shabir Choudhry has writ-
ten to British Foreign Sec-
retary Yvette Cooper urg-
ing action on human rights
concerns in Pakistan-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan. He
said reports show in-
creased security presence,
alleged use of force, ar-
rests of activists, commu-
nication blackouts and re-
strictions on media in the
region.

According to him, more
than 20,000 security per-
sonnel including Rangers,
Frontier Constabulary and
police have been deployed.
He alleged that the crack-
down has led to casualties,
injuries and detentions,
while communication lim-
its block independent veri-
fication. He also raised
concerns about Gilg-

it-Baltistan, citing political
marginalisation, lack of
constitutional rights and
resource control issues.

Choudhry said the UK
has a moral responsibility
due to its role in the 1947
partition of the region.

He urged London to
monitor developments,
raise concerns with Paki-
stan, and support human
rights monitoring and re-
forms.

He also called for en-
gagement with civil soci-
ety and oversight of aid to
ensure proper use.
Choudhry said people in
PoJK and Gilgit-Baltistan
want dignity, justice, de-
mocracy and basic rights.

Residents also seek eco-
nomic opportunities, trans-
parency, and fair distribu-
tion of development assis-
tance according to the let-
ter submitted by Choudhry
to UK government offi-
cials said.

British parliamentarians
express concern

More than 50 British
parliamentarians have
written to UK Foreign
Secretary Yvette Cooper
expressing concern over
reports of a communi-
cations blackout, arrests
and rising tensions in
PoJK. The letter, sent
on June 6 and led by
Bradford East MP Imran
Hussain, chair of the
All-Party Parliamenta-
ry Group on Kashmir,
highlighted internet
and mobile disruptions
and growing unrest.
Hussain said over 50
MPs urged diplomatic
steps for de-escalation,
restoration of commu-
nications and peaceful
dialogue.

I, P MANJEGOWDA S/0
LATE PUTTEGOWDA, R/o
676, 6th Cross, 2nd
Stage, Hebbal, Mysore,
Karnataka-570017,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as SURESHA.
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I, MAHESHAKUMAR M
S/0 MAHADEVANAYKA
R/o Biligere Hobali,
Nanjanagudu, Alaganchi,
Mysore, Karnataka-
571119, have changed
the name of my minor
daughter CHIDANVI M
aged 3 years and she
shall hereafter be known
as TRISHA M.

Nepal cabinet

expansion restores
Gurung as minister

KATHMANDU

NAGARAJA S/o
Mr.Santhappa, aged about
57 years, residing at Door
No 13, Bommenahalli,
Mandur Post, Bidarahalli
Hobli,
Taluq,
Karnataka - 560049,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as NAGARAJABS.
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I, L Sheetal alias Sheetal L
D/o K Lakshmana R/o No
443 1st Floor, 7th Cross,
Mallathahalli Lake Road,
Mallathahalli
Nagarabhavi,
Viswavidyalaya, Bangalore
North,

Karnataka-560056, have
changed my name to BL
Shushmitha.

Nepal Prime Minister Balendra
Shah is set to expand his cabi-
net and induct at least two new
ministers,
Monday. Former Home Minis-
ter Sudan Gurung is expected
to return to the same post, with
his oath ceremony scheduled at
3 pm local time at Sheetal Ni-
was, the Office of the Presi-
dent.

An official from the Prime
Minister’s Office said one
more minister will also be ap-
pointed along with Gurung.

Independent lawmaker Ma-
habir Pun is also likely to be
sworn in as Minister for Sci-
ence, Technology and Innova-
tion. Pun had earlier served in
the interim government of Su-
shila Karki and is known for
promoting innovation and tech-
nology development in Nepal.

sources said on

hers.
Bengaluru | |

Bengaluru,

BREYATY BRLWY, BRSIT TDORH.

BN

momosPa B mmetmts s, iy weeees s wed | Toplaceaclassifiedad |5
HomscRilinn dvo: i
coc, F 1 9448669854. ContaCt-
oy Lo o 080-41209042

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

Petitioners: Sri.Muniyappa S/o Late Thathyappa
Aged about 55 years, Rat Thalaga Kasaba Hobli Village,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District and

/s
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death The
Tahshildar Doddaballapura Taluk.

LI

Whereas the Petitioners have filed the ahove petition
under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births
And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate
of the daughter of petitioner No.1 & 2 and sister of
petitioner No.3, and wife petitioner No.4, by name LATE
THANUJA.M D/O MUNIYAPPA W/O VISHWANATH.N.H
who died on 02.03.2025 at Talagavara Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.

In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on -
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.

Given under my hand and seal of the court on 09-06-

Chief Ministeral Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC

Advocate: Nagaraju.C Opp to Court Complex, 4th
Ward, Rojipura, Doddaball Town.

CMis.No.315/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

-08-07-26 In default this matter will be

By Order of the Court

at Doddaballapura

p

SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un has emerged stronger
after the pandemic, tightening
control over the country while
expanding his nuclear and
military power.

During COVID-19, Kim
had publicly apologised for
economic hardship and short-
ages, but later used the crisis
to strengthen his rule. Ana-
lysts say he closed borders
with China, imposed strict
anti-smuggling measures and
restricted informal markets
that many citizens depended
on for survival. These steps
increased state control over
trade, ideology and daily life
in North Korea. Reports also
claim that harsh punishments
were enforced against people

sharing foreign media such as
K-pop and dramas.

At the same time, Kim ac-
celerated the country’s nucle-
ar weapons programme, de-
veloping missiles capable of
striking regional rivals like
South Korea and Japan, while
also advancing systems that
could reach the United States.
International sanctions were
widely bypassed during this
period, further boosting mili-
tary capabilities. North Korea

Miraculous shift: Kim Jong Un
tightens grip on North Korea

also strengthened ties with
Russia, providing support in
exchange for food, fuel and
military technology.

This helped reduce its isola-
tion and improved its strategic
position. Relations with China
have also shown signs of im-
provement, with trade and
transport links gradually re-
opening. Experts say Kim has
shifted from crisis manage-
ment to a more confident lead-
ership style, declaring a “new
era” of development and mili-
tary strength. While poverty
remains widespread outside
the capital Pyongyang, the re-
gime now presents an image of
stability and power. Analysts
note that Kim’s rule has be-
come more centralised and as-
sertive in both domestic con-
trol and foreign policy today.

Lebanese- Pakistani
army chiefs
discuss regional
security ties

ISLAMABAD

Lebanese Army Chief Gener-
al Rodolphe Haykal met Paki-
stan’s Chief of Defence Forc-
es Field Marshal Asim Munir
on Tuesday at the General
Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi, where they dis-
cussed regional security and
defence cooperation.
According to reports, both
sides exchanged views on
evolving regional security
conditions and issues of mu-
tual interest. The discussions
also focused on strengthening
defence relations, training co-
operation and institutional
links between the armed forc-
es of both countries. Officials
said the meeting aimed to en-
hance professional interaction
and military coordination.
Field Marshal Asim Munir
reiterated Pakistan’s strong
commitment to its relations
with Lebanon and highlighted
the importance of expanding
defence collaboration. He also
expressed readiness to deepen
military-to-military engage-
ment and cooperation in train-
ing and security-related areas.

Human rights activist flags
violence in PoJK region

BARAMULLA

Human rights activist Taslee-
ma Akhter has raised serious
concerns over alleged civilian
killings and internet shutdown
in Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK). Akhter,
who describes herself as a hu-
man rights defender from
Jammu and Kashmir and
Chairperson of the Associa-
tion of Terror Victims in
Kashmir (ATVK), strongly
condemned the reported use
of force by the Pakistan Army
and security forces against ci-
vilians.

She said the situation has
turned into bloodshed for in-
nocent people and urged glob-
al human rights organisations
to respond. She also alleged
that internet services in PoJK
have been suspended to stop
local voices from reaching the
outside world.

According to her, people in
the region remain globally
connected and suppression
efforts will fail in the digital
age. Akhter said residents are
mainly demanding basic
rights, including healthcare,
food security and better pub-

@ N

lic services. She expressed
solidarity with affected fami-
lies and demanded justice for
victims. She further criticised
alleged restrictions on jour-
nalists, political activity and
democratic processes, includ-
ing elections, saying such ac-
tions are unacceptable.

Akhter also claimed that
eyewitness accounts and vid-
eos of violence have surfaced,
raising international concern.
She said protests are taking
place in PoJK as well as in
cities like London.

She urged the international
community to take note of the
situation and ensure account-
ability for alleged human
rights violations in the region
immediately without delay or
political interference at any
level.

THREE KILLED IN RUSSIAN STRIKE
ON UKRAINE’S KHARKIV REGION

KYIV

At least three people, includ-
ing a 70-year-old woman,
were killed in a Russian attack
on the town of Chuhuiv in
Ukraine’s northeastern
Kharkiv region, regional gov-
ernor Oleh Syniechubov said
on Tuesday via Telegram. He
said two men, aged 50 and 70,
and a 70-year-old woman died
in the strike, while emergency
services worked to put out
fires caused by the attack.

In the regional capital
Kharkiv, six people were in-
jured after shelling, Mayor

Thor Terekhov said. He added
that a utility building was
damaged and several fires
broke out across the city. The
latest strikes come amid con-
tinued fighting in the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, now in its
fourth year.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy was returning
to Kyiv after meetings in Lon-
don with the leaders of Brit-
ain, France and Germany,
where discussions focused on
possible steps toward ending
the conflict. US-led peace ef-
forts between Ukraine and
Russia have slowed as Wash-

ington focuses on other global
crises.

However, Zelenskiy said he
recently held a “positive” con-
versation with US envoys
Steve Witkoft and Jared Kush-
ner, who reportedly showed
willingness to work on a po-
tential settlement in the com-
ing weeks. Meanwhile, fight-
ing continues along key front-
lines, with both sides exchang-
ing attacks and civilian areas
frequently affected by shell-
ing, destruction and rising ca-
sualties across several
Ukrainian regions during on-
going hostilities.
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MESSI AND KEY TEAMMATES EDGE CLOSER TO FULL TOURNAMENT FITNESS

KANSAS CITY

Defending champions Argen-
tina have received a signifi-
cant boost ahead of their FIFA
World Cup title defence, with
several injured players mak-
ing encouraging progress to-
wards full fitness before the
team's opening match against
Algeria on June 16.

The biggest positive for the
South American giants is the
recovery of captain Lionel
Messi, who has been manag-
ing left hamstring fatigue suf-
fered during his final club
appearance for Inter Miami
before the World Cup break.
Although his participation in
Argentina’s final warm-up

match against Iceland remains
uncertain, team officials re-
main confident he will be
available for the World Cup
opener.

If selected, the 38-year-old
superstar will make history by
becoming one of the first
players, alongside Cristiano
Ronaldo, to feature in match-
es at six FIFA World Cups.

Argentina’s medical staff
has also been encouraged by
the return of several other key
players to full training. Mid-
fielder Nico Paz and defend-
ers Nahuel Molina and Gon-
zalo Montiel all took part
fully in training sessions in
Kansas City, indicating they
are close to match readiness.

Paz, one of Argentina’s
brightest young talents, has
been sidelined since suffering
a knee injury while playing
for Italian club Como in May.
His recovery provides coach
Lionel Scaloni with addition-
al midfield options ahead of
the tournament.

Molina and Montiel bring
valuable experience to the
squad, having played key
roles during Argentina’s tri-
umphant 2022 World Cup
campaign. Together, the two
right-backs have accumulated
nearly 100 international ap-
pearances and remain import-
ant members of the national
team setup.

Meanwhile, goalkeeper

Emiliano Martinez and mid-
fielder Leandro Paredes con-
tinued individual training pro-
grammes away from the main
group. However, reports sug-
gest neither player is expected
to miss any World Cup match-
es. Argentina begin their
Group J campaign against Al-
geria national football team in
Kansas City before facing
Austria national football team
on June 22 and Jordan nation-
al football team on June 27.

With fitness concerns eas-
ing and key players returning
to action, Argentina appear
increasingly well-positioned
to launch a strong defence of
the World Cup crown they
won four years ago.

Somali referee ruled out of WC after US

MIAMI

Somali referee Omar Artan
will not officiate at the FIFA
World Cup after being denied
entry into the United States,
dealing a major setback to the
experienced match official
just days before the tourna-
ment.

The decision was con-
firmed after US Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) an-
nounced that a Somali nation-
al scheduled to referee at the
World Cup had been refused
entry upon arrival at Miami
International Airport from Is-
tanbul. While the agency did
not initially identify the indi-
vidual, Artan is the only ref-
eree from Somalia selected
for the tournament.

FIFA later confirmed that
Artan would be unable to par-
ticipate in training sessions or
officiate during the World
Cup and released a statement
on his behalf.

“Despite the circumstances,
I am in a positive mood and
focused on the next challeng-
es in my refereeing career,”
Artan said. He also thanked
FIFA, the Confederation of
African Foot- ball
(CAF), and g
the global }
football
communi-
ty for their P
support
and mes-
sages of en-
courage-

ment. Artan expressed hope
of returning to officiate at
future international competi-
tions and wished his fellow
referees success during the
tournament.

FIFA clarified that it was not
involved in immigration deci-
sions and had been informed
by US authorities that Artan’s
immigration status would not
be changed at this stage. “In
line with previous FIFA
events, a host government ul-
timately determines who re-

ceives a visa and who is
admitted into their
country,” the gov-
erning body said.
According to
CBP, Artan under-
went additional
screening after ar-
riving in the United
States. Officials
stated that the process was
part of standard inspection
procedures used when of-
ficers need to verify in-

entry denial

formation or assess admissi-
bility. “Following inspection,
the traveler was determined to
be inadmissible due to vetting
concerns and was denied en-
try,” the agency said.

Authorities did not disclose
the specific reasons behind
the decision, citing immigra-
tion and security procedures.

CBP also emphasized that
all individuals entering the
country, including athletes,
coaches, officials and support
staff participating in interna-
tional sporting events, are
subject to the same inspection
and vetting processes.

The development has
sparked disappointment within
football circles, particularly in
Africa, where Artan is regard-
ed as one of the continent’s
leading referees. His absence
means Somalia will have no
on-field officiating representa-
tion at the World Cup despite
his-historic selection for the
prestigious tournament.

US team embraces WC spotlight
amid growing fan enthusiasm

IRVINE

The United States men's na-
tional football team has set-
tled into its World Cup train-
ing base in Southern Califor-
nia with confidence, excite-
ment and gratitude after re-
ceiving an overwhelming

welcome from thousands of
enthusiastic supporters.

The Americans held their
first public training session at
Great Park in Irvine on Mon-
day, where more than 5,500
fans gathered to watch prepa-
rations for the tournament.
The turnout served as another
reminder of the growing pop-
ularity of football in the Unit-
ed States and the unique op-
portunity awaiting the host
nation. Head coach Mauricio
Pochettino embraced the oc-
casion, interacting with sup-
porters and even leading a
loud “U-S-A!” chant before
the squad began training on
the field.

“The facilities are amazing.
It's more than we expected,
and not only the facilities, but
also the people working
here,” Pochettino said. “Great
facilities and great people are

an amazing combination. We
are grateful.”

The United States will re-
main based in Irvine for at
least the next three weeks and
enters the tournament after
completing a training camp in
Georgia and two international
friendlies. Their World Cup
campaign begins on Friday
against Paraguay at SoFi Sta-
dium in nearby Inglewood.

Captain Tim Ream said the
team had been pleasantly sur-
prised by the level of support
shown by fans.

“We've all been pleasantly
surprised by the excitement
and buzz around the team.
Seeing 5,500 people come to
watch a training session is in-
credible,” Ream said.

The veteran defender
stressed that the players un-
derstand the significance of
representing the host nation
on football’s biggest stage.

“This is a once-in-a-career
opportunity. There is pressure
and expectation, but we have
to enjoy it. It's something
none of us will ever experi-
ence again,” he added.

The event attracted support-
ers from across the country,
many of whom secured access
through a lottery system that
reportedly drew more than
32,000 applications.

There was additional good
news for the American camp
as key defender Chris Rich-
ards participated fully in
training.

Olise hat-trick powers France past
Northern Ireland before World Cup

PARIS

Michael Olise produced a
stunning hat-trick as France
defeated Northern Ireland 3-1
in their final warm-up match
before the FIFA World Cup,
giving coach Didier Des-
champs a memorable farewell
appearance on French soil.

The Bayern Munich winger
was the standout performer in
Lille, scoring all three goals
as France completed their
preparations in style ahead of
their tournament opener
against Senegal on June 16 in
New Jersey.

The match also marked De-
schamps’ final game in
France before stepping down
after the World Cup, ending a
remarkable 14-year tenure in
charge of Les Bleus. The vet-
eran coach selected an attack-
ing lineup featuring Kylian
Mbappé, Ousmane Dembélé,
Désiré Doué and Olise, and
the quartet frequently trou-
bled the Northern Ireland de-

fence. Olise opened the scor-
ing in the 43rd minute when
he reacted quickest after
Dembélé’s shot was blocked
inside the penalty area. The
winger doubled France’s ad-
vantage shortly after halftime,
firing home from close range
following another defensive
lapse.

The 24-year-old then com-
pleted his hat-trick in spectac-
ular fashion in the 75th min-
ute. Cutting in from the right
flank, Olise curled a superb
left-footed effort into the top
corner from around 20 me-
tres, leaving the goalkeeper
with no chance.

The performance further
strengthened his credentials
as a guaranteed starter for
France at the World Cup.
Olise has enjoyed an out-
standing season with Bayern
Munich, scoring 22 goals in
all competitions and estab-
lishing himself as one of Eu-
rope’s most dangerous attack-
ing players.
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Spain defeat Peru to complete

WC preparations on winning note

PUEBLA

Spain wrapped up their prepa-
rations for the FIFA World
Cup in impressive fashion
with a comfortable 3-1 victo-
ry over Peru in an internation-
al friendly played in Puebla,
Mexico.

Despite missing several
key players due to inju-
ries, the European giants
delivered a polished per- %
formance and will head
into the tournament full
of confidence ahead of ¢
their opening match
against Cape Verde on _
June 15.

Spain made a = -
dream start to the = .
contest when
Mikel Oyarzabal
found the back of the net
just two minutes after
kickoff, giving his side
an early advantage. The
quick goal allowed
Spain to settle into
their rhythm and
dominate posses-
sion against a
Peru side that
failed to qualify 3
for the World Cup.

Midfield star Pedri

doubled Spain’s lead in the
32nd minute with a well-tak-
en finish, ensuring coach Luis
de la Fuente’s men went into
the break with a comfortable
2-0 advantage.
The Spanish side extended
their lead further in the 53rd
mlnute when Peru goal-
&, keeper Pedro Gal-
. lese accidentally
turned the ball into
his own net, mak-
ing it 3-0 and ef-
fectively ending
~any hopes of a
comeback.
Peru man-
aged a con-
solation
g o a I
through Jai-
ro Vélez in
the 66th
minute, but
Spain re-
mained firm-
ly in control
and comfort-
ably saw out
the remain-
der of the
match.
The vic-
tory was
particu-

larly encouraging for Spain
given the absence of several
important players. Young star
Lamine Yamal, winger Nico
Williams and defender Victor
Muiioz all missed the game
because of injuries and re-
mained at the team’s training
base in Tennessee.

However, coach De la
Fuente expressed optimism
regarding their recovery, stat-
ing that all three players could
be available for selection
when Spain begin their World
Cup campaign against Cape
Verde in Atlanta.

Yamal’s potential return
will be especially significant.
The Barcelona sensation has
not featured since April 22
due to a hamstring injury, and
his fitness remains a major
talking point ahead of the
tournament.

Following their opening
fixture, Spain will face Saudi
Arabia on June 21 in Atlanta
before taking on Uruguay on
June 26 in Guadalajara, Mex-
ico. With a convincing win
over Peru and key players
nearing a return, Spain appear
well prepared as they chase
World Cup glory on the glob-
al stage.

Captain Endo confident Japan can achieve
unprecedented success at tournament

Japan targets historic WC run
as expectations contlnue rising

I
MGtech

NASHVILLE

Japan captain Wataru Endo
has declared that the Samurai
Blue are aiming to create his-
tory at the FIFA World Cup,
with expectations higher than
ever following the team's im-
pressive performances in re-
cent tournaments.

Speaking after Japan's first
training session in Nashville,
Endo said the squad is deter-
mined to achieve something
never before accomplished in
Japanese football history.

“We will do our best with
pride and passion to achieve
something that we’ve never
seen before in Japan’s soccer
history,” the Liverpool mid-
fielder said.

Japan arrived in Nashville
on Monday and held an open
training session at GEODIS
Park, home of Major League
Soccer club Nashville SC.
More than 5,000 fans attend-
ed the practice, reflecting the
growing excitement surround-
ing the team’s World Cup
campaign.

The players spent nearly an
hour jogging, stretching and
working through light drills

before interacting with sup-
porters by handing out gifts
and souvenirs. Fans had trav-
elled from across the United
States and Japan to catch a
glimpse of the national team
ahead of the tournament.
Japan will use Nashville as
its training base before open-
ing its Group F campaign
against the Netherlands in Ar-
lington, Texas, on Sunday.
The Asian powerhouse en-
ters the World Cup with in-
creasing confidence after pro-
ducing two of the tourna-
ment’s biggest upsets in Qatar
2022, defeating both Germa-
ny and Spain during the group
stage. Those victories helped
Japan reach the knockout
rounds for the second consec-
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utive World Cup.

However, the team is now
aiming to go even further af-
ter suffering a heartbreaking
penalty shootout defeat
against Croatia in the Round
of 16 four years ago.

Supporters are optimistic
about Japan’s chances. Takuro
Kaya, who travelled from
North Carolina with his son
Yuhi, said they were excited
to watch the team and expect-
ed a deep run in the competi-
tion.

Japan will be without star
winger Kaoru Mitoma, who
missed selection due to a
hamstring injury. Neverthe-
less, the squad remains
packed with talent and expe-
rience.

Gukesh can learn from Praggnanandhaa’s
resilience, says Vlswanathan Anand

CHENNAI

Indian chess legend Viswana-
than Anand believes reigning
world champion D Gukesh
can take valuable inspiration
from compatriot R Pragg-
nanandhaa following the
youngster’s historic triumph
at the Norway Chess tourna-
ment.

Praggnanandhaa recently
became the first Indian player
to win the prestigious Norway
Chess title after producing a
remarkable comeback in the
final rounds of the event.
Meanwhile, Gukesh endured
a disappointing campaign,
finishing sixth despite enter-
ing the tournament as the
reigning world champion.

Speaking about Pragg-
nanandhaa’s achievement,
Anand praised the teenager’s
fighting spirit, creativity and
perseverance.

“I am delighted that Pragg-
nanandhaa has won Norway
Chess in an impressive style.
I am especially happy with
the spectacular turnaround he
achieved in the last four
rounds,” Anand said.

The five-time world cham-
pion noted that Praggnanand-
haa’s willingness to fight in
every position has become
one of his greatest strengths.

“He is always ready for a

fight and often comes up with
interesting concepts on the
board. The results may not
always go his way, but his at-
titude remains the same,”
Anand observed.

Turning his attention to
Gukesh, Anand said the world
champion appears to be going
through a difficult phase but
stressed that hard work and
persistence can quickly re-
verse fortunes in elite chess.

“At the moment, Pragg-
nanandhaa is playing better
than Gukesh, but things can
change very quickly. Gukesh
seems to be stuck a little. He
can take inspiration from
Pragg and understand that
continued hard work eventu-
ally brings results,” he said.

Gukesh is expected to de-
fend his world title later this
year against Javokhir

Sindarov, making the coming
months crucial for his prepara-
tions. Anand also highlighted
the healthy rivalry among In-
dia’s leading young grandmas-
ters, including Gukesh, Pragg-
nanandhaa and Arjun Erigaisi.

“We have never had three
players at such a high level
simultaneously. They are con-
stantly pushing each other to
improve,” he said.

The chess icon expressed
satisfaction with India’s rapid
rise in world chess, noting
that the country now boasts
95 grandmasters and consis-
tently produces players capa-
ble of competing at the high-
est level.

According to Anand, India
is firmly among the world’s
top three chess nations and
continues to strengthen its po-
sition with every passing year.
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Zepto IPOfiling
reveals ED summons
detail case

New Delhi
Zepto disclosed in its
updated draft red her-
ring prospectus that its
founders Aadit Palicha
and Kaivalya Vohra re-
ceived summons from
the Enforcement Direc-
torate in April under FE-
MA-related proceed-
ings. The ED reportedly
sought detailed infor-
mation on foreign in-
vestments, sharehold-
ing, financial state-
ments, loans, bank ac-
counts and the business
model of the company.
Both founders ap-
peared before the agen-
cy in April and May and
provided documents
and responses during
multiple interactions.
The filing also states
that no further commu-
nication has been re-
ceived from the ED after
submissions. SEBI ap-
proved the IPO in May,
with a fresh issue of
about Rs 8,000 crore
and planned use for ex-
pansion, technology
and marketing.

Executive highlights
strong Al revenue
growth outlook FY26

Mumbai
The executive Chairman
N Chandrasekaran said
the company recorded
an annualised Al reve-
nue of $2.4 billion in the
last quarter of FY26,
growing at a compound
quarterly rate of 22.4%.
He noted that despite
investor concerns and
broader IT sector pres-
sure, fundamentals re-
main strong with stable
margins, rising revenues
and a healthy deal pipe-
line. He explained that
Al will move beyond
software into the physi-
cal world, impacting
stores, factories, ware-
houses, energy net-
works, vehicles and
supply chains. This will
require experts who can
integrate IT, Aland
physical infrastructure.
Addressing job con-
cerns, he said fears of Al
replacing IT services re-
flect misunderstanding
of how Al integrates into
enterprise systems
rather than replacing
human work.

GeM enables
Rs 8.69 lakh crore
orders growth

New Delhi
Government e-market-
place GeM has signifi-
cantly boosted inclu-
sion, with MSME regis-
trations rising from
2,396 in 201617 to over
11.9 lakh, Commerce
Ministry said. Procure-
ment from MSEs rose
from Rs 69 crore to over
Rs 8.69 lakh crore, while
orders increased from
2,994 to over 2.17 crore.
Women-owned MSEs
rose from 268 to over
2.16 lakh, with procure-
ment reaching Rs
93,327 crore. Startups
increased from 88 to
over 40,000, with pro-
curement rising to Rs
61,400 crore. SC/ST
MSEs grew to over
66,000, with Rs 21,800
crore. Platform support-
ed procurement of vac-
cine doses and syringes,
alongside wider health-
care supplies. It contin-
ues to expand digital
procurement efficiency
and transparency na-
tionwide under public
procurement.
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years, Viksit Bharat vision

Union ministers hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 12-year tenure, highlighting
welfare, infrastructure, inclusion, empowerment, and development achievements.

NEW DELHI

Union ministers on Tuesday
lauded Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s 12 years in office,
highlighting achievements in
welfare, infrastructure, finan-
cial inclusion, economic
growth, and citizen-centric
governance. They said the
government’s initiatives have
transformed lives and
strengthened India’s journey
toward becoming a developed
nation under the vision of
Viksit Bharat.

Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
stated that the last twelve
years established new bench-
marks in service, good gover-
nance, and public welfare. He
noted that schemes focused
on poverty alleviation, wom-
en’s empowerment, farmer
welfare, youth opportunities,
modern infrastructure, and
national security have con-

tributed significantly to In-
dia’s progress.

According to figures
shared by Goyal, more than
81 crore citizens receive free
foodgrains every month,
while over four crore houses
have been sanctioned under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana. He also highlighted the
opening of crores of Jan
Dhan accounts for women,
support to self-help groups,
expansion of metro networks
across major cities, operation
of 164 Vande Bharat trains,
growth in airports, and the
rise of over 2.2 lakh startups

m Ministers hail Modi’s 12-year leadership

m Welfare schemes transformed millions of lives

m Infrastructure expansion highlighted across sectors

m Financial inclusion achieved through Jan Dhan

m Viksit Bharat vision gains strong support

nationwide.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman emphasized that
the government’s guiding
principle has been “Jan Seva
Se Jan Shakti.” She said ini-
tiatives over the years have
focused on empowering citi-
zens through inclusion, inno-
vation, and opportunity. She
pointed to the success of the
Jan Dhan Yojana, under
which more than 58 crore
bank accounts have been
opened, along with substantial
growth in deposits. She also
highlighted assistance provid-

ed to street vendors through
the PM SVANidhi scheme.

Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said public welfare
has remained at the center of
governance, helping India ad-
vance across infrastructure,
digital transformation, wom-
en’s empowerment, and glob-
al outreach. Petroleum Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri de-
scribed Modi as a leader com-
mitted to service, saying his
vision and dedication have
helped lay the foundation for
a confident and developed
India.

Centre approved
250 MW solar
project on
defence land

NEW DELHI

The Centre has approved the
country’s first major solar
power project to be devel-
oped on defence land, mark-
ing a significant step toward
expanding India’s renewable
energy capacity and improv-
ing energy security. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has
cleared the establishment of
a 250 MW solar power proj-
ect along with a battery ener-
gy storage system (BESS) on
approximately 850 acres of
vacant defence land in Sita-
pur, Uttar Pradesh, according
to a Ministry of Defence
statement released on Tues-
day. The project is being im-
plemented by NTPC Limited
through a competitive bid-
ding process to ensure opti-
mal pricing and cost efficien-
cy for defence establish-
ments. It will be executed in
coordination with the Inte-
grated Headquarters of the
Ministry of Defence (Army)
and the Directorate General
Defence Estates.

India is expected to witness salary increments between
8.6 and 10 2 percent across mdustrles in FY27.

India salary hikes pegged at
8.6-10.2 percent in FY27

BENGALURU

India is projected to record
average salary increments
ranging from 8.6 per cent to
10.2 percent in FY27, driven
by sustained demand for
skilled professionals and exe-
cution-focused talent, accord-
ing to a report released on
Tuesday.

The latest report by Team
Lease Services indicates a sta-
ble yet differentiated compen-
sation outlook across sectors.
High-growth industries such
as electric vehicles (EV) and
EV infrastructure, Fin Tech,
healthcare and pharmaceuti-
cals, and power and energy
are expected to offer salary
hikes between 9.6 per cent
and 10.2 per cent.

At the role level, Electrical
Engineers are projected to re-
ceive the highest increment of
11.2 per cent, followed by
Quality Control Inspectors at
10.9 per cent, IT Support Ex-

ecutives at 10.3 per cent, and
both Quality Assurance Engi-
neers and Site Engineers at
10.2 per cent.

The study, based on inputs
from 1,268 businesses across
23 industries and 20 cities,
identified Chennai, Pune, Hy-
derabad, and Ahmedabad as
emerging salary growth hubs
in the country.

Industries classified under
the sustainable growth cate-
gory, including automotive,
retail, insurance, and business
process outsourcing (BPO),
are expected to witness salary
increases ranging from 8.9
per cent to 9.5 per cent. With-
in these sectors, Project Engi-
neers are likely to receive in-
crements of 10.7 per cent,

while EHS Officers, IT Sup-
port Executives, and Relation-
ship Executives may see hikes
of around 10.1 per cent.

Balasubramanian A, Senior
Vice President at Team Lease
Services, said salary trends
are increasingly influenced by
sector-specific growth and
specialized skill requirements.
He noted that compensation
growth is no longer limited to
traditional metropolitan cen-
tres, with emerging cities
gaining prominence due to
industrial expansion and
growing enterprise invest-
ments.

The report also highlighted
more moderate salary growth
in banking, construction and
real estate, telecommunica-
tions, and textiles, where in-
crements are expected be-
tween 8.6 per-cent and 8.8 per
cent. Sales and marketing,
engineering, and IT functions
continue to show the strongest
compensation momentum.

Fitch retains India growth forecast at 6.4 pc

NEW DELHI

Fitch Ratings has retained In-
dia’s GDP growth forecast at
6.4 per cent for FY27, while
warning that the ongoing
West Asia crisis and elevated
oil prices could weigh on eco-
nomic activity in the coming
quarters.

In its June Global Econom-
ic Outlook, the global credit
rating agency said it expects
India’s economic growth to
moderate to 6.4 per cent in
FY27, reflecting a downward
revision of 0.3 percentage
points from its March projec-
tion. According to Fitch, do-
mestic demand will remain
the primary driver of growth.
However, lower imports in
real terms are expected to
contribute positively through

m |ndia growth forecast
retained at 6.4%

m West Asia crisis poses
economic risks

m Domestic demand re-
mains key growth driver

m Inflation may rise to
5.3%

m RBI projects higher
6.6% growth

net external demand, partially
offsetting global headwinds.
The agency forecasts a re-
covery in FY28, projecting
GDP growth at 6.7 per cent as
geopolitical tensions ease and
the impact of higher oil prices
subsides. Stronger consumer

spending and investment ac-
tivity are expected to support
the rebound. Growth is then
projected to moderate to 6.4
per cent in FY29, aligning
with the economy’s long-term
trend.

Fitch Chief Economist Bri-
an Coulton said the oil price
shock is affecting global
growth prospects and increas-
ing downside risks. However,
he noted that a significant rise
in global spending on infor-
mation technology is helping
cushion the impact on eco-
nomic activity, particularly
across Asia.

On inflation, Fitch said
consumer price pressures in
India have not risen sharply
so far. It expects inflation to
increase gradually and reach
5.3 per cent by the end of

REDUCING FOOD LOSSES

2026, driven by higher energy
costs and base effects.

The agency also flagged
weather-related risks, includ-
ing forecasts of below-aver-
age monsoon rainfall and on-
going heatwave conditions in
parts of the country, which
could put additional pressure
on food prices.

Regarding the currency,
Fitch said it does not expect
any significant further depre-
ciation of the Indian rupee
this year.

Last week, the Reserve
Bank of India projected real
GDP growth at 6.6 per cent
for FY27, while cautioning
that global supply chain dis-
ruptions, financial market vol-
atility, and adverse weather
conditions remain key down-
side risks.
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Global LNG prices
seen rising amid
stronger demand

NEW DELHI

Ope’s efforts to replenish de-
pleted gas inventories before
winter, according to a report
released on Tuesday.

A report by Morgan Stanley
projected the Asian LNG
benchmark price to reach $25
per million British thermal
units (MMBtu) during the
third and fourth quarters of
the year. This would represent
an increase of more than 30
per cent from current forward
market levels and mark the
highest price since early
2023.

The brokerage noted that
LNG prices are likely to re-
main elevated even if geopo-
litical tensions in the Middle
East ease in the coming
months. Disruptions around
the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
route for LNG exports from
major producers such as Qatar
and the United Arab Emirates,
have continued to influence
global energy markets.

According to the report,
natural gas demand has begun
recovering in key Asian econ-
omies, including India and
China. At the same time, Eu-
rope faces increasing pressure
to rebuild gas inventories af-
ter storage levels fell signifi-
cantly below historical aver-
ages.

Analysts observed that
weaker LNG imports during
March and April helped offset
some supply disruptions.
However, demand has started
rebounding with the onset of
summer and growing require-

Global LNG prices may
surge as Asian demand
strengthens and Europe
accelerates inventory
rebuilding ahead of
winter.

ments for energy storage.

Despite challenges in the
Persian Gulf region, global
LNG supply has remained rel-
atively resilient. Increased
output from facilities in other
regions and additional export
capacity in North America
have helped support market
availability. As a result, glob-
al LNG supply in May was
only around one million
tonnes lower than the corre-
sponding period last year.

The report also highlighted
forecasts of above-normal
temperatures across parts of
Asia during June and July,
which are expected to boost
LNG consumption for cooling
purposes.

In Europe, gas demand
softened last month, but stor-
age inventories remain about
17 per cent below year-ago
levels and nearly 25 per cent
lower than the 10-year aver-
age, underscoring the need for
additional LNG purchases in
the coming months.

IIT Madras to showcase
innovations at France event

NEW DELHI

The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Madras (IIT Madras)
will showcase a wide range
of deep-tech innovations,
strategic research initiatives,
and incubated startups at
Bharat Innovates 2026, an
international technology ex-
hibition scheduled to be held
in France from June 14
to 16.

Organized by the Ministry
of Education, the event aims
to identify, mentor, and
showcase some of India’s
most promising technology
ventures emerging from
higher educational institu-
tions and centrally funded
technical institutes. It is ex-
pected to bring together in-
novators, investors, policy-
makers, industry leaders,
research institutions, and
technology partners from
across the world.

IIT Madras will play a
prominent role by leading
two of the 13 thematic areas
at the event and presenting
15 startups incubated at the
institute. The institute’s pa-
vilion will also feature five
major research projects that
demonstrate India’s growing
capabilities in deep-tech in-
novation and indigenous
technology development.

Among the key technolo-
gies on display will be Hy-
perloop transportation sys-
tems, lab-grown diamond
technologies, indigenous 5G
and 6G communication
solutions, smart port auto-
mation platforms, and

low-compute artificial intel-
ligence ecosystems.

IIT Madras Director Prof.
V. Kamakoti said the In-
dia-France Year of Innova-
tion 2026 and Bharat Inno-
vates 2026 are expected to
strengthen collaboration be-
tween IIT Madras and
French universities, research
laboratories, industries, and
startups. He noted that the
event could pave the way for
joint research projects, tech-
nology transfer initiatives,
startup partnerships, stan-
dards development, and tal-
ent exchange programmes.

The institute will lead the
Blue Economy and
Next-Generation Communi-
cations segments. Startups
such as REIO Systems, As-
trome Technologies, and
WiSig Networks will
demonstrate indigenous
communication technolo-
gies, while Planys Technol-
ogies will showcase ad-
vanced underwater inspec-
tion solutions for maritime
infrastructure. Another start-
up, Zerocircle, will present
sustainable seaweed-based
alternatives to plastic pack-
aging.

IIT Madras will also ex-
hibit innovations from the
Indian Centre for Lab
Grown Diamonds and its
Hyperloop research pro-
gramme. The institute said
the event will provide global
exposure to Indian innova-
tions and create new oppor-
tunities for international col-
laboration and startup
growth.

India poised to lead ag‘rlcultural transformation: World Bank

AHMEDABAD

India has the potential to
lead the next phase of agri-
cultural transformation in
South Asia by expanding
food processing, storage, lo-
gistics, and value-added ac-
tivities, the World Bank
Group said on Tuesday.
The observations were
made during the Regional
High-Level Policy Dialogue
organised by the Ministry of
Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI) in collaboration
with the World Bank Group-
led SAPLING initiative in

Ahmedabad.

Speaking at the event,
World Bank Group represen-
tatives highlighted that
transforming food systems
beyond farm production can
generate substantial oppor-
tunities for employment, in-
vestment, economic growth,
and poverty reduction. They
stressed that the future of
agriculture lies not only in
increasing crop output but
also in strengthening the en-
tire value chain from pro-
duction to processing and
distribution.

South Asia’s agriculture

-
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sector is valued at more than
$700 billion annually and
employs nearly 43 per cent
of the region’s workforce.

However, despite its scale,
the sector contributes only
around 16 per cent to the re-
gion’s GDP. Experts noted
that over 30 per cent of food
produced in South Asia is
lost or wasted every year,
enough to feed nearly 300
million people.

India has made significant
progress in agricultural pro-
duction, with food grain out-
put rising from 51 million
tonnes in 1950-51 to over
330 million tonnes currently.
Processed food exports have
also more than doubled over
the last decade, increasing

from around $4.9 billion to
over $10 billion. The food
processing sector now con-
tributes approximately 9 per
cent of manufacturing value
added and nearly 13 per cent
of the country’s exports.

Despite these gains, ex-
perts said considerable un-
tapped potential remains.
They emphasized the need
for stronger cold-chain in-
frastructure, storage facili-
ties, logistics networks, and
market linkages to reduce
food losses and enhance
farmer incomes.

To support this transforma-

tion, the World Bank Group
is promoting AgriConnect
and SAPLING initiatives.
AgriConnect aims to connect
300 million farmers to mar-
kets by 2030 through infra-
structure investments, policy
reforms, and private capital
mobilisation.

Participants called for co-
ordinated efforts among
governments, businesses,
investors, and development
institutions to strengthen ag-
ricultural value chains and
create sustainable economic
opportunities across the
region.
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BCCI prioritises
recovery as Prasidh
replaces Siraj for
overseas tour
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SIRAJ RESTED, PRASIDH

JOINS INDIASQUAD

MUMBAI

India fast bowler Mohammed
Siraj has been withdrawn from
the national squad for the up-
coming T20I tours of Ireland
and England as part of a work-
load management programme,
with Prasidh Krishna named as
his replacement.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) an-
nounced the decision on Tues-
day, describing it as a precau-
tionary measure aimed at en-
suring Siraj remains fit and
fresh ahead of a demanding
international season.

Siraj had originally been se-
lected for the two-match T201

Australian legend hails Sooryavanshi’s impact while backing traditional Test cricket

Sooryavanshi changed cricket’s dynamics, says
McGrath while praising teenage sensation

CHENNAI

Former Australian pace great
Glenn McGrath has heaped
praise on teenage batting sen-
sation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
saying the youngster has al-
ready “changed the game”
with his extraordinary perfor-
mances and fearless approach
in the IPL.

McGrath, who is in Chen-
nai as Director of Coaching at
the MRF Pace Foundation
alongside chief coach M.
Senthilnathan, described
Sooryavanshi as a rare talent
whose power-hitting and ma-
turity have surprised cricket
followers around the world.

The Australian World Cup
winner said the 15-year-old’s
remarkable IPL campaign,

which earned him the Orange
Cap and a place in India’s
T20I squad for the England
and Ireland tour, had been
nothing short of sensational.

“It is nice to see the kid
play the way he did in the
IPL. He has definitely
changed the game,” McGrath
said, recalling the teenager’s
fearless batting against some
of the world’s best bowlers,
including three consecutive
sixes off Australian captain
Pat Cummins.

“He was unbelievable. A
guy who is only 15 looks in-
credibly strong. I think some-
thing like this can happen
only in India or the subconti-
nent. In Australia, I can’t
imagine a 15-year-old playing
at this level,” he added.

While applauding
Sooryavanshi’s achievements,
McGrath stressed that Test
cricket remains the ultimate
challenge and hoped young
players would continue to val-
ue the longest format. He op-
posed suggestions of reducing
Test matches to four days,
insisting that five-day con-
tests provide the true exam-
ination of a player’s skill and

character.

Referring to India’s re- |
cent innings victory over
Afghanistan, McGrath said
he was pleased with the re-
sult but disappointed that the

match ended in just three |

days.

“Test cricket should be a
contest between bat and ball
and last five days. Playing
on a fifth-day wicket is the
ultimate challenge,” he said.

McGrath also expressed
pride in MRF Pace Founda-
tion products Sakib Hussain
and Praful Hinge, who im-
pressed for Sunrisers Hyder-
abad in the IPL, saying their
performances reflected the
academy’s continued suc-
cess in nurturing fast-bowl-
ing talent.

Red-ball cricket remains pinnacle of y
sport, says debutant Manav Suthar

MULLANPUR

India's latest Test debutant
Manav Suthar has reaffirmed
his love for red-ball cricket,
describing the longest format
as the pinnacle of the sport
and revealing that he contin-
ued practising with the red
ball even during IPL 2026 in
preparation for a potential op-
portunity.

The 23-year-old left-arm
spinner enjoyed a dream de-
but against Afghanistan,
claiming match figures of 7
wickets, including a stunning
first-innings haul of 6/33,
while also contributing valu-
able runs with the bat. His all-
round performance played a
key role in India's command-
ing innings-and-300-run vic-
tory in the one-off Test at
Mullanpur.

Suthar said
playing Test
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cricket for India had always
been his ultimate ambition.

“From the day I started
playing cricket, red-ball crick-
et meant everything to me. It
is the pinnacle of the sport.
Whether it was Under-19
cricket or the Ranji Trophy,
my goal was always to play
Test cricket for India,” he
said.

Suthar revealed that he re-
mained focused on the possi-
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bility of a Test call-up even
while representing Gujarat
Titans in the IPL.

“When my name came up
in the squad, I was practising
with the red ball during the
IPL as well. I wanted to be
prepared if the opportunity
came,” he said.

The spinner also recalled
the emotional moment when
head coach Gautam Gambhir
and captain Shubman Gill in-

formed him about
his debut. “It was a \
proud moment for S——t
me, my father and my

family. Playing Test cricket
for India has always been our
dream,” he added.

Suthar credited senior spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav and other
teammates for motivating him
ahead of his debut. He also
highlighted the importance of
consistency in red-ball crick-
et, saying his success came
from repeatedly bowling in
the right areas rather than
chasing spectacular deliver-
ies. Observing assistance for
spinners from the surface,
Suthar chose to rely on his
stock delivery and disciplined
line and length.

“I didn’t want to get carried
away. My focus was on con-
sistency and spot-bowling.
Whatever consistency I have
today is because of that ap
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LONDON

England Test captain Ben
.\ Stokes is facing uncer-
\ tainty over his leader-
 ship role after the
England and Wales
Cricket Board
(ECB) launched
. an investiga-
' tion into an
alleged
breach of
team pro-
tocols

- following
' England’s
victory over
New Zealand
~ in the first

Test at Lord’s.

/ Stokes and fast
bowler Gus Atkin-
son are reportedly

being investigated for their
involvement in an incident at
a nightclub during the early
hours of Monday. The episode
is also believed to have in-
volved a player from rugby
club Saracens, which was
holding end-of-season cele-
brations at the venue.

According to reports, nei-
ther Stokes nor Atkinson was
injured during the incident.
However, ECB officials are
treating the matter seriously
and are gathering further in-
formation before deciding on
any disciplinary action.

The controversy comes at a
sensitive time for English
cricket, only months after the
team faced criticism over its
drinking culture during the
Ashes series in Australia,
where England suffered a

— ﬁ, STOKES FACES CAPTAINCY THREAT AMID
ECB PROBE INTO NIGHTCLUB INCIDENT

heavy 4-1 defeat.

In an official statement, the
ECB confirmed that an inves-
tigation is underway.

“The ECB is currently in-
vestigating a breach of team
protocols following the con-
clusion of the first Men’s Test
against New Zealand. Ben
Stokes and Gus Atkinson
were present at a nightclub in
the early hours of Monday
morning when an incident
took place,” the board said.

Reports suggest the alleged
breach could be significant
enough for the ECB to consid-
er removing Stokes as captain.
If that happens, vice-captain
Harry Brook, who already
leads England’s white-ball
teams, could take charge for
the second Test at The Oval
beginning on June 17.

series against Ireland and the
five-match T20I series in En-
gland. However, following
discussions between the BCCI
medical team and the team
management, the pacer was
advised to take a period of rest.

“Fast bowler Mohammed
Siraj has been withdrawn from
India's squads for the upcom-
ing T20I series against Ireland
and England. Following dis-
cussions between the BCCI
Medical Team and the Team
Management, Siraj has been
advised a period of rest as part
of his workload management
programme,” the BCCI said in
an official statement.

The board further stated that

India
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Hardik Pandya has been
cleared to return to internation-
al cricket for the upcoming
three-match ODI series
against Afghanistan after
successfully completing fit-
ness assessments at the BC-
CI’s Centre of Excellence
¥ (CoE) in Bengaluru.

receives
major boost
as Hardik
+ Pandya regains
full fitness
ahead

According to BCCI sources, Pandya
completed a series of match simula-
tions over five days and bowled his
full quota of 10 overs without any
discomfort, a key indicator of his
readiness for 50-over cricket.
Officials monitoring his progress
confirmed that his fitness parame-
ters were reviewed and approved by

the decision was taken to en-
sure adequate recovery and
avoid any risk of fatigue or
injury during a lengthy cricket
calendar.

Prasidh Krishna, who has
impressed in domestic and in-
ternational cricket with his
pace and bounce, has been
drafted into the squad as Sir-
aj’s replacement for both tours.

Siraj has endured a busy
season across formats. He fea-
tured in all 17 matches for Gu-
jarat Titans during IPL 2026,
claiming 19 wickets and play-
ing a crucial role in the fran-
chise’s campaign. He was also
a late inclusion in India’s T20
World Cup squad and recently
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DHARAMSHALA

India all-rounder

The 32-year-old,
who missed sever-
al TPL matches
for Mumbai In-
dians due to re-
curring back
spasms, has
been undergo-
ing rehabilitation
and training at the
CoE since June 2.

represented the country in the
one-off Test against Afghani-
stan, which India won by an
innings and 300 runs.

The move reflects the grow-
ing emphasis on player work-
load management by the Indi-
an team, especially for fast
bowlers who face a packed
schedule across formats.

India’s T201 squad for the Ire-
land and England tours will
continue to be led by Shreyas
Iyer, with Tilak Varma serving
as vice-captain. Young sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, along
with experienced campaigners
Sanju Samson, Ishan Kishan,
Axar Patel and Arshdeep Singh,
also feature in the squad.

Hardik cleared for ODI
return after successful
fitness tests at COE

the Strength and Conditioning team
at the CoE. The successful comple-
tion of his bowling workload comes
as a major boost for the Indian team,
which relies heavily on Pandya’s
ability to contribute with both bat
and ball.

Pandya remains a crucial compo-
nent of India’s white-ball setup, pro-
viding balance through his pace
bowling and aggressive finishing
abilities in the lower middle order.
His return is expected to strengthen
India’s preparations ahead of a busy
international calendar.

While it remains unclear whether
Pandya will join the squad for an un-
der-lights training session in Chandi-
garh or link up directly with the team
in Dharamshala, his fitness clearance
has effectively ended concerns sur-
rounding his availability for the Af-
ghanistan series.

Meanwhile, former India captain
Rohit Sharma is also at the Centre of
Excellence undergoing assessment
for a hamstring niggle that sidelined
him during several matches of the
recent IPL season. Team manage-
ment is expected to receive an up-
date on Rohit’s condition in the
coming days.
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NEW DELHI

Former India off-spinner Rav-
ichandran Ashwin has de-
scribed Rishabh Pant as In-
dia's best Test batter, while
simultaneously criticising the
wicketkeeper-batter for fail-
ing to convert promising
starts into match-defining
centuries.

Pant marked his return to
international cricket with an
impressive 81-run knock
against Afghanistan in the
one-off Test, helping India
register a massive innings-
and-300-run victory. Howev-
er, his dismissal after getting
well set left Ashwin frustrat-
ed, as he believes the left-
hander has repeatedly missed
opportunities to post even
bigger scores.

Ashwin said Pant possesses
exceptional batting ability and
remains India's most valuable
batter in the longest format.

“You've got out so many

times in the 80s and 90s. It is

impossible to discover such a
great Test batter. But playing
such a shot on 80 is
mind-boggling,” Ashwin re-
marked.

The former all-rounder said
Pant's record could have been
even more extraordinary had
he converted several scores in
the 80s and 90s into centuries.
According to Ashwin, the
28-year-old now has enough
experience in international
cricket to better assess match
situations and take greater re-
sponsibility.

“He has played more than
50 Tests now. He needs to
start playing according to the
team's requirements on many
occasions,” Ashwin said.

Despite his criticism, Ash-
win was lavish in his praise
for Pant's overall skill and rat-
ed him above several of In-
dia's leading Test batters, in-
cluding Shubman Gill, KL
Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal.

“He is actually the best Test
batter India has. When he de-
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Pantis India's best Test batter, says
Ashwin despite criticism

fends, it is so good that even
Sunil Gavaskar is impressed.
He has so much time to play
the ball, irrespective of pace,”
Ashwin said.

The veteran also revealed
that he had personally advised
Pant on multiple occasions to
value his wicket more and fo-
cus on converting starts into
major innings. While ac-
knowledging that aggressive
batting is part of Pant's natu-
ral game, Ashwin argued that
successful Test cricket re-
quires calculated risk-taking
and percentage-based deci-
sion-making.

“Natural game is about
playing percentages in Test
cricket. Not every ball needs
to be attacked,” he said. Pant's
latest innings has once again
highlighted both his immense
talent and the debate sur-
rounding his shot selection,
with Ashwin urging the star
batter to combine flair with
greater patience to reach even
greater heights in Test cricket.
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