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The Truth Speaks

TEHRAN
 

Iran launched retaliatory 
strikes on United States mili-
tary facilities in Bahrain, Ku-
wait and Qatar on Thursday 
after a second consecutive 
night of US attacks on Iranian 
territory, sharply escalating 
tensions across the Gulf. Teh-
ran said it targeted “US bases 
and strategic centres” in re-
sponse to American strikes on 
several Iranian cities along the 
Strait of Hormuz.

According to Iranian author-
ities, two days of US airstrikes 
have killed 14 people and in-
jured 78. Explosions were re-
ported in Bushehr, Chabahar, 
Bandar Abbas and Sirik, with 
Bushehr—home to Iran’s only 
operational nuclear power 
plant—once again coming un-
der attack, heightening fears of 
a nuclear incident.

Kuwait confirmed that one 
person was injured after missile 

debris fell during the attacks. 
Its air defence system intercept-
ed ballistic missiles, a cruise 
missile and multiple drones. 
Bahrain sounded air raid sirens 
and urged residents to seek 
shelter, while Qatar called on 
all parties to return to diploma-
cy and avoid further escalation. 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
warned that attacks would ex-
pand if US strikes continued, 
alleging that Gulf states were 
facilitating American military 
operations. Kuwait condemned 
the strikes as a dangerous esca-
lation threatening regional 
peace and sovereignty.

The latest exchange has in-
tensified concerns over the 
security of the Strait of Hor-
muz, a critical global oil ship-
ping route, with analysts warn-
ing that any prolonged disrup-
tion could affect international 
energy supplies and trigger 
wider instability across the 
Middle East.

Expansion strategy 
The Congress leadership is 
treating the Cabinet expan-
sion as both an administra-
tive exercise and a political 

balancing act. Besides 
accommodating compet-
ing factions led by Shiva-

kumar and Siddaramaiah, 
the party wants the new 

ministry to reflect regional 
diversity, caste represen-
tation and generational 

change. Inducting first-time 
legislators and increasing 
women’s representation 

are also being considered 
to strengthen the party’s 
image ahead of the 2028 
Assembly elections. The 

expansion is expected to be 
completed before the As-

sembly’s monsoon session, 
allowing the government 

to begin the session with a 
full-strength ministry.

US justifies fresh 
strikes 

The United States said 
its latest military strikes 
on Iran were intended to 
weaken Tehran’s ability 
to threaten freedom of 

navigation in the Strait of 
Hormuz, following recent 

attacks on commercial 
vessels transiting the 

strategic waterway. US 
officials described the 

operation as a response 
to growing risks to 

international maritime 
security and global ship-

ping. The attacks have 
further heightened ten-
sions in the Gulf, raising 
concerns over regional 

stability, energy security 
and the safety of one of 

the world’s busiest oil 
transit routes.

Situation Update
n �Retaliation: Iran targets 

US military facilities in 
Bahrain, Kuwait & Qatar.

n �Casualties: Iran says 
US strikes killed 14 and 
injured 78 people.

n �Security: Bahrain issues 
shelter alert; Kuwait inter-
cepts missiles & drones.

n �Risk: Strait of Hormuz 
tensions threaten regional 
stability & energy supplies.

India, Australia strengthen 
strategic ties with key agreements
Civil nuclear deal enables Australian uranium exports, boosting India's expanding clean energy ambitions

MELBOURNE
 

India and Australia on Thurs-
day signed a series of land-
mark agreements to deepen 
cooperation in civil nuclear 
energy, maritime security, 
critical minerals, defence and 
emerging technologies, rein-
forcing their Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 

his Australian counterpart 
Anthony Albanese held 
wide-ranging talks in Mel-
bourne  dur ing  Modi ' s 
three-nation tour, focusing on 
trade, investment, defence 
and regional security.

A major outcome of the 
meeting was the civil nucle-
ar energy agreement, 
paving the way for 
Australia's com-
mercial supply of 
uranium to India 
to support its ex-
panding clean en-
ergy programme. 

The leaders also 
unveiled a Joint Decla-
ration on Defence and Secu-
rity, a Joint Statement on En-
ergy Cooperation, and a road-
map for collaboration in cy-
ber security, critical technol-
ogies and resilient supply 
chains.

The two nations agreed to 
establish an India-Australia 
Defence Innovation Corridor 
to connect defence industries 
and start-ups, while launch-

ing a critical min-
erals partnership 
to strengthen sup-
ply chains essen-

tial for clean energy 
and strategic indus-

tries.
Both sides also announced 

an India-Australia Maritime 
Security Collaboration Road-
map to enhance cooperation 
in the Indo-Pacific, including 
shipbuilding, repair and 
maintenance.  The leaders re-
affirmed their commitment to 
combating terrorism, promot-
ing freedom of navigation 
and maintaining a rules-based 
order in the region.

Civil Nuclear Deal
Australia to supply uranium for India's 

nuclear energy programme.

Defence
Defence Innovation Corridor to link  

industries and start-ups.

Maritime
New Indo-Pacific security roadmap and 

shipbuilding cooperation.

Trade
CECA negotiations and bilateral  

investment treaty to be expedited.

Strategic 
Partnership Boost

Key Agreements 
Signed

Civil nuclear energy 
cooperation, Defence 
and Security Declara-

tion, Energy Cooperation 
Statement, Cyber and 
Critical Technologies 

Roadmap, Critical 
Minerals Partnership, 

Maritime Security Col-
laboration Roadmap, 

and faster negotiations 
on the Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA).

"Our 
relationship 

with India has 
never been more 

consequential than 
it is today."

 — Anthony Albanese, 
Austalian PM

Modi calls for 
dialogue to resolve 
West Asia conflict
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday reiter-
ated that dialogue and 
diplomacy remain the 

only sustainable path to 
resolving ongoing conflicts 

in West Asia. Speaking 
alongside Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
in Melbourne, Modi said In-
dia remains committed to 
promoting peace, stability 
and a rules-based interna-

tional order. His remarks 
came amid renewed 

tensions following military 
exchanges involving the 
United States and Iran, 

including attacks near the 
Strait of Hormuz and re-

taliatory strikes across the 
Gulf region. Modi stressed 
that lasting peace can only 
be achieved through nego-

tiations and constructive 
diplomatic engagement.

BELAGAVI
 

Karnataka Chief 
Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar on Thursday delivered a strong mes-
sage on administrative accountability, public ser-
vice and discipline, directing officials to prioritise 
citizens over bureaucracy during the Belagavi 
Divisional-level Progress Review Meeting at Su-
varna Vidhana Soudha. Emphasising that gover-
nance must reach people's doorsteps, Shivakumar 
said officials are answerable to the public every day 
and warned that dereliction of duty amounts to a 
betrayal of public trust. He cautioned that any offi-
cial found using a mobile phone during official 
meetings could face immediate suspension, stress-
ing that discipline remains the cornerstone of effec-
tive administration. The Chief Minister instructed 
district and taluk-level officers to stay within their 
jurisdictions, resolve grievances locally and elimi-
nate the practice of making citizens visit multiple 
offices for routine work. He also directed officials 
to maintain daily records of field visits and griev-
ance redressal, describing field administration as 
the true measure of governance. Shivakumar called 
for effective implementation of the Prajaseva De-
partment and expansion of the Revenue Depart-
ment's e-Khata initiative across Karnataka. He also 
announced CSR-backed schools on the Karnataka 
Public Schools model, the launch of the Yuva Udyo-
ga Setu programme to connect youth with pri-
vate-sector jobs, and the formation of 10,000 Bharat 
Jodo Yuva Sanghas to promote constitutional values.

“Officials are accountable to the 
people’s trust every single day.”

—D.K. Shivakumar, CM

CM announces E 1 crore per 
constituency for drinking water
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar on Thursday 
announced a ₹1 crore grant for every Assem-
bly constituency to ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply amid deficient rainfall 
and looming drought concerns.

Addressing reporters after a Belagavi Divi-
sion review meeting at Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha, he said the State would not wait for 
Central assistance and had already released 
funds to Deputy Commissioners to tackle 
emerging water shortages. Officials have also 
been directed to ensure adequate stocks of 
seeds and fertilisers and store sufficient water 
in reservoirs to safeguard drinking water 
needs. The Chief Minister also announced 
that CCTV cameras will be installed in front 
of hundis in all Muzrai temples across Karna-
taka following allegations of irregularities 
linked to Ram Mandir donations. Footage of 
donation boxes, cash removal and counting 
will be monitored by district authorities to 
improve transparency. Shivakumar said the 
government would continue all guarantee 
schemes while verifying beneficiaries to elim-
inate fraudulent claims. He also announced 
measures to protect voters during the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR), including residence 
certificates for eligible residents and 
booth-level help centres. On the Tungabhadra 
issue, he termed the recent inter-state meeting 
a "historic decision" and reiterated Karnata-
ka's support for the proposed Krishna-Cauv-
ery-Godavari river-linking project.

Public service is governance's 
highest duty: D.K. Shivakumar

CM outlines governance 
reform agenda

The Chief Minister announced statewide ex-
pansion of e-Khata services, establishment of 

CSR-supported schools, launch of the Yuva 
Udyoga Setu employment programme and 

formation of 10,000 Bharat Jodo Yuva Sang-
has with J10 lakh assistance each. He also or-
dered a comprehensive audit of government 

land, directed officials to resolve grievances at 
the local level, and stressed that every eligible 

voter's rights must be protected during the 
Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls 
while ensuring transparent, disciplined and 

citizen-centric governance.

Reform Roadmap
n �Governance: Public service and  

accountability made top priorities.

n �Discipline: Mobile phone use during 
meetings may invite suspension.

n �Education: CSR schools planned on 
KPS model statewide.

n �Employment: Yuva Udyoga Setu to 
link youth with private-sector jobs.

Cong set to finalise 
Karnataka Cabinet 

expansion after July 12

NEW DELHI
 

The long-awaited expansion 
of the Karnataka Cabinet is 
expected to gather pace after 
July 12, with Chief Minister 
D. K. Shivakumar and senior 
Congress leaders likely to 
meet the party high command 
in New Delhi to finalise the 
new ministry.

According to party sources, 
the final decision is expected 
after Rahul Gandhi returns to 
Delhi. Shivakumar and senior 
leader Siddaramaiah are ex-
pected to present separate lists 
of aspirants, with both camps 
seeking representation for 
their supporters.

The Congress leadership is 
understood to be focusing on 
balancing factional interests 
while ensuring regional, caste 
and community representa-
tion. Sources said the party is 
also keen to induct fresh fac-
es, including first-time MLAs, 
as part of a broader strategy 
ahead of the 2028 Karnataka 
Assembly elections.

Greater representation for 
women is also under consid-
eration, with two to three 

women legislators likely to 
find a place in the expanded 
ministry. The exercise is ex-
pected to conclude before the 
monsoon session of the As-
sembly, enabling the govern-
ment to function with a full-
strength Cabinet. Shivakumar 
was sworn in as Chief Minis-
ter on June 3 along with 13 
ministers, leaving several 
Cabinet positions vacant.

Political Balancing Act
Meeting: Congress leaders to 
meet high command after July 12.

Timeline: Swearing-in likely  
before July 20.

Representation: More women & 
first-time MLAs may enter Cabinet.

Balance: Regional, caste and fac-
tional equations under consideration.

Kharge accuses Centre of deepening 
India's dependence on China

NEW DELHI
 

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Thursday ac-
cused the Narendra Modi-led 
government of compromising 
India's national interests by 
allowing China to strengthen 
its hold over key strategic 
sectors despite the 2020 Gal-
wan Valley clash.

Citing a media report, 
Kharge alleged that India's 
dependence on Chinese im-
ports had grown significantly 
across critical industries, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals, 
electric vehicles, renewable 
energy and manufacturing. He 
claimed that imports from 
China had risen sharply since 
the Galwan clash, widening 
India's trade deficit with its 
neighbour.

The Congress chief alleged 
that China accounted for a 
dominant share of India's im-
ports of antibiotics, active 

pharmaceutical ingredients 
(APIs), lithium-ion batteries, 
electric vehicle components, 
permanent magnets and sili-
con wafers used in solar cell 
manufacturing. He argued that 
such dependence contradicted 
the Centre's claims of promot-
ing self-reliance under the At-
manirbhar Bharat initiative.

Kharge also criticised the 
government for allegedly eas-
ing restrictions on Chinese 
firms to participate in power 
projects, claiming the move 
would further strengthen Bei-
jing's presence in India's stra-
tegic sectors. Referring to the 
Galwan clash, he alleged that 
the government had failed to 
adopt a firm stance against 
China despite the sacrifice of 
Indian soldiers. There was no 
immediate response from the 
Union government or the BJP 
to the allegations. The Con-
gress has repeatedly questioned 
the government's China policy.

Over 635 voters marked ‘others’ in 
K’taka SIR process, sparking questions
BENGALURU

 
More than 635 voters in Kar-
nataka have been placed un-
der the ‘others’ category 
during the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, triggering concerns over 
the classification process and 
its implications.

The house-to-house enu-
meration exercise, which be-
gan on June 30, has seen dif-
ferences emerge between 
e l ec t i on  o ff i c i a l s  and 
Booth-Level Officers (BLOs) 
over the reason for using the 
category. Karnataka Chief 
Electoral Officer V Anbuku-
mar said the tag is mainly 
used for voters who refuse to 
participate in the documenta-
tion process.

Anbukumar said some vot-
ers may refuse to sign forms 

due to personal reasons or be-
cause they have acquired cit-
izenship elsewhere. 

He added that lists of such 
voters have been shared with 
Booth-Level Agents of rec-
ognised political parties to 
identify possible errors.

However, BLOs have re-
portedly given a different ex-
planation, stating that the cat-
egory was being used in cases 
where voter records could not 
be linked to the 2002 elector-
al rolls or where progeny 
mapping was unsuccessful.

Civil society groups have 
raised concerns, pointing out 
that standard election catego-
ries usually include absent, 
shifted, dead/deleted and du-
plicate voters. 

They have sought clarity 
over the criteria for placing 
voters under ‘others’.

CJP announces Parliament march on July 20 over exam irregularities
New Delhi:The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) 
has announced a peaceful march to Parliament 
on July 20, demanding accountability over al-
leged examination irregularities and the resig-
nation of Union Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan. The youth-led organisation said 
the march would begin from Jantar Man-
tar on the opening day of the Monsoon 
Session of Parliament. The announcement 
came as the group’s protest entered its 
20th day amid heavy rain in the national 
capital. The CJP has urged students, parents and 
citizens from across the country to join the 
march, seeking a transparent examination sys-

tem and justice for students affected by alleged 
irregularities in competitive exams. The organ-
isation will be joined by educator and climate 
activist Sonam Wangchuk, who has been on an 
indefinite hunger strike since June 28. Wangc-

huk appealed to people to participate in the 
march, saying Parliament was the appro-
priate platform to raise the issue.The CJP 
also accused the Delhi Police of prevent-
ing protesters from bringing tarpaulins to 

the protest site despite heavy rainfall. CJP 
founder Abhijeet Dipke alleged that students 
sitting at the protest were exposed to rain while 
police personnel were provided shelter.
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Brain mapping sought for triple murder accused
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
City police have approached 
a local court seeking permis-
sion to conduct brain mapping 
tests on the two accused in the 
sensational triple murder of a 
software engineer’s family in 
Bengaluru, as investigators 
attempt to verify their state-
ments during the probe.

The accused, M. Shwetha 
(24) and her live-in partner J. 
Kenneth (25), are currently 
lodged in Bengaluru Central 
Prison under judicial custody.

According to the police, the 

incident occurred on June 22 
at a flat in Seegehalli under 
the K.R. Pura police limits. 
Kenneth allegedly stabbed 
Shwetha’s mother, M. Muthu-
lakshmi, to death while she 
was asleep on a sofa. With 
Shwetha’s alleged assistance, 
the body was shifted to a bed-
room.

Police said Kenneth later 
attacked Shwetha’s father, So-
masundar, and her sister, Su-
priya, after they entered the 
apartment. Somasundar man-
aged to run out but collapsed 
on the staircase with severe 

injuries, while Supriya was 
allegedly overpowered and 
repeatedly stabbed.

Somasundar later suc-
cumbed to his injuries in hos-
pital after reportedly giving a 
statement naming Kenneth 
and his daughter as the attack-
ers.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Saidulu Adavat said 
investigators have sought the 
court’s permission to subject 
both accused to brain map-
ping tests to determine the 
authenticity of the claims they 
made during interrogation.

Police sources said the ac-
cused claimed the murders 
were triggered by mounting 
financial distress and pro-
longed family disputes. 
During questioning, they al-
legedly stated that Shwetha’s 
parents were distressed over 
unpaid loans amounting to 
nearly ₹56 lakh, which she 
had reportedly borrowed to 
support Kenneth and meet his 
personal expenses.

Brain mapping is a forensic 
technique used to record brain 
responses when a suspect is 
exposed to specific words, 

images or events connected 
with a crime. Investigators 
use the responses to deter-
mine whether the individual 
possesses knowledge that 
only someone involved in the 
offence would ordinarily 
have.

Police clarified that brain 
mapping does not inde-
pendently establish guilt but 
serves as an investigative aid 
alongside other evidence col-
lected during the probe.

Investigators are also exam-
ining financial records, elec-
tronic devices.

TRIPLE MURDER PROBE

QUICK READ

NSUI seeks extension 
of student bus pass 

validity

Professors seek 
inclusion of in-laws as 

dependants

Scouts and 
Guides State awards 

today

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The National Students’ 

Union of India (NSUI) has 
urged the Karnataka gov-

ernment and the Ben-
galuru Metropolitan 

Transport Corporation 
(BMTC) to extend the va-
lidity of student bus pass-

es beyond June 30 until 
the completion of univer-
sity examinations. NSUI 

leader Khaja Hussain said 
the government’s free stu-

dent bus pass scheme 
has greatly benefited stu-

dents, but the expiry of 
passes has caused hard-

ship as several undergrad-
uate and postgraduate 

examinations are sched-
uled in July and August. 

Students are now forced 
to bear additional travel 

expenses to attend exam-
inations, he said. The or-
ganisation appealed to 

the government to imme-
diately extend the validity 
of existing passes to en-
sure students can travel 

without disruption during 
the examination period.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Women faculty members 
have urged the Higher Ed-
ucation Department to in-
clude mothers-in-law and 

fathers-in-law in the list 
of dependants under the 
transfer policy for teach-
ers in government first-

grade and technical edu-
cation colleges. Repre-

sentatives said the 2021 
special transfer rules pro-
vide benefits for employ-
ees with disabilities, seri-

ous illnesses, widows, sin-
gle parents and spouse 

cases. However, only par-
ents and children are cur-
rently recognised as de-

pendants in illness-relat-
ed provisions. The profes-
sors argued that married 
women often shoulder 

the responsibility of car-
ing for their in-laws and 
sought their inclusion.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The State Award ceremo-

ny of the Bharat Scouts 
and Guides will be held at 

the Glass House in Lok 
Bhavan on Friday at 4 pm. 
Governor Thaawarchand 

Gehlot will present the 
2024 State Awards, while 
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar will attend as the 

chief guest. Health Minis-
ter U.T. Khader, Additional 
Chief Secretary Rashmi V. 

Mahesh, Commissioner 
Vikas Kishore Suralkar 

and other dignitaries will 
also be present. Accord-
ing to Bharat Scouts and 

Guides Chief Commis-
sioner P.G.R. Scindia, 
1,000 students have 

been selected for various 
State awards from 

10,106 eligible candi-
dates after successfully 

completing examina-
tions, training pro-

grammes and communi-
ty service activities.

Ward-level SIR stalls as enumeration 
lags, draft rolls delayed

Parallel ward-level SIR stalls as enumeration slows, delaying draft electoral rolls across Bengaluru
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls 
ordered by the State Election 
Commission (SEC) for select 
wards in Bengaluru has hit a 
roadblock, with sluggish 
door-to-door enumeration de-
laying the publication of draft 
electoral rolls.

The draft rolls, which were 
scheduled to be released on 
Thursday, are yet to be pub-
lished as the verification exer-
cise remains incomplete. The 
SEC is now considering 
whether to continue the exer-
cise or suspend it temporarily.

SEC Secretary H. Amaresh 
said the district electoral offi-
cer and Greater Bengaluru 
Authority (GBA) Chief Com-
missioner Maheshwar Rao 
have sought guidance from 

the Commission after civic 
authorities expressed their in-
ability to complete the exer-
cise on schedule.

Officials said the GBA is 
currently engaged in the Elec-
tion Commission of India's 
nationwide Special Intensive 
Revision, leaving it unable to 
train Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) for the SEC's separate 
ward-level revision.

The exercise has also come 
under legal scrutiny after be-
ing challenged in the High 

Court. Amaresh said the 
Commission has sought a 
week's time from the court 
while it decides its next 
course of action.

The SEC had ordered revi-
sion of electoral rolls in 27 
wards — 24 in the Ma-
hadevapura Assembly constit-
uency and three in Gandhi-
nagar. Though door-to-door 
verification was scheduled to 
conclude on July 4, BJP lead-
ers in Mahadevapura claimed 
that only around 20 per cent 
of the work had been com-
pleted.

BJP functionary Prasad 
Babu alleged that the parallel 
exercise was intended to cre-
ate confusion ahead of the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
elections. He claimed Ma-
hadevapura has 486 polling 
booths, but only about 300 

BLOs had been appointed. He 
also alleged that political par-
ties had not been informed of 
any extension to the verifica-
tion process.

The Congress, however, de-
fended the revision exercise. 
Gandhinagar Congress coor-
dinator Deepak Ramaiah said 
party workers, along with 
BLOs, had found several un-
verifiable voter addresses and 
submitted around 11,000 
Form-7 applications seeking 
deletion of suspected fake 
voters.

Questioning the BJP's op-
position, he said if the party 
supported the nationwide SIR, 
it should not object to a simi-
lar exercise in Karnataka. He 
maintained that documentary 
evidence of electoral irregu-
larities had already been sub-
mitted to the authorities.

Global investors 
department proposal sparks 

Cabinet turf concerns
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar's proposal to establish a 
Global Investors and Foreign 
Affairs Department has trig-
gered unease within the Kar-
nataka Cabinet, with senior 
ministers expressing concerns 
over possible overlap with ex-
isting portfolios responsible 
for attracting investments.

The proposal, first prom-
ised in the Congress manifes-
to before the 2023 Assembly 
elections, gained momentum 
after Shivakumar assumed of-
fice last month. Initially con-
ceived as a platform to 
strengthen engagement with 
non-resident Kannadigas 
(NRKs) and overseas Indians 
while facilitating investments, 
the department is now under-
stood to have evolved into a 
broader investment promotion 
agency.

According to government 
sources, Industries Minister 
M.B. Patil and Information 
Technology-Biotechnology 
Minister Priyank Kharge have 
questioned the need for a sep-
arate department, arguing that 
their ministries already handle 
domestic and foreign invest-
ment promotion.

The ministers are learnt to 
have conveyed that creating 
another agency with a similar 
mandate could confuse pro-
spective investors and result 
in duplication of responsibili-
ties.

The objections reportedly 
prompted Shivakumar to con-
stitute a Cabinet sub-commit-
tee headed by Deputy Chief 
Minister G. Parameshwara to 
examine the proposal and ad-
dress concerns raised by Cab-
inet colleagues.

A senior official said the 
committee would study the 
scope of the proposed depart-
ment and recommend ways to 
avoid conflicts with existing 
ministries.

Congress sources clarified 
that the ministers had not op-
posed the proposal to create a 

dedicated department for NRI 
welfare or foreign affairs. 
Their reservations were pri-
marily linked to the inclusion 
of a "global investors" man-
date, which they believe over-
laps with the work already 
carried out by the Industries 
and IT-BT departments.

A Congress legislator said 
the controversy could have 
been avoided had the govern-
ment focused only on the NRI 
welfare aspect instead of po-
sitioning the new department 
as an investment facilitation 
agency.

The legislator added that 
the responsibility now rests 
with Parameshwara to con-
vince Cabinet colleagues that 
the proposed department 
would complement, rather 
than undermine, the roles of 
existing ministries.

Defending the initiative, 
Congress NRI Cell Chairper-
son and Vice-Chairperson 
Arathi Krishna said the de-
partment's primary objective 
was to safeguard the interests 
of Karnataka's overseas com-
munity.

She said thousands of 
non-resident Kannadigas, par-
ticularly blue-collar workers 
abroad, require institutional 
support ranging from legal 
assistance and social security 
to repatriation of mortal re-
mains in unfortunate circum-
stances.

According to Krishna, Kar-
nataka requires a dedicated 
nodal agency to coordinate 
welfare measures for overseas 
Kannadigas while strengthen-
ing engagement with the 
global diaspora, with invest-
ment facilitation being only 
one part of its broader man-
date.

Ministers raise 
jurisdiction concerns as 

proposed investors 
department overlaps 
existing investment 

promotion roles 
significantly

New cancer centre promises 
affordable, integrated treatment
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A newly launched cancer hos-
pital in Bengaluru has an-
nounced that it will provide 
comprehensive cancer treat-
ment at costs 30-40 per cent 
lower than those charged by 
corporate hospitals, aiming to 
make quality oncology care 
more affordable and improve 
treatment completion rates.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Thursday, ARC Can-
cer Hospital Founder and 
Chairman Dr Dinesh Mavina-
halli Gangaiah said the hospi-
tal has been established to 
bridge the gap between ex-
pensive private healthcare and 
government institutions by 
offering all major cancer ser-
vices under one roof.

He said patients frequently 
discontinue treatment because 
of rising costs and the need to 
visit multiple hospitals for 
surgery, chemotherapy, radio-
therapy and other specialised 
care. The integrated model, he 
said, would reduce delays, 
improve coordination among 
specialists and enhance treat-
ment outcomes.

Every patient will undergo 
evaluation by a multidisci-

plinary Tumour Board com-
prising surgical, medical and 
radiation oncologists, radiol-
ogists and pathologists. Based 
on the diagnosis and stage of 
cancer, the board will prepare 
a personalised treatment plan 
before therapy begins.

Medica l  Di rec tor  Dr 
Samskruthi P. Murthy said the 
hospital has also introduced 
financial counselling to help 
families understand the total 
cost of treatment, which often 
extends over six months or 
longer. She noted that many 
patients exhaust their savings 
after surgery and are unable to 
continue chemotherapy or ra-
diotherapy, increasing the risk 
of recurrence.

The hospital has also estab-
lished a cancer trust to support 
economically weaker patients. 

Eligible BPL card holders will 
receive subsidised or free 
treatment based on financial 
assessment, while the trust 
will also promote cancer 
screening and awareness pro-
grammes in rural areas.

The centre currently offers 
organ-specific cancer surgery 
and plans to introduce robotic 
cancer surgery within the next 
three to four months. It is also 
commissioning an AI-integrat-
ed advanced radiotherapy sys-
tem for faster and more pre-
cise treatment.

Doctors said nearly 40 per 
cent of cancers are preventable 
through healthier lifestyles, 
vaccination, tobacco cessation 
and regular screening, while 
emphasising that early diagno-
sis remains the key to improv-
ing survival rates.

Missing Odisha 
girl traced at 

Yelahanka 
railway station

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A 15-year-old girl from Odis-
ha, who had been reported 
missing and allegedly kid-
napped, was traced and res-
cued by the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) at Yelahanka 
railway station in Bengaluru, 
officials said on Thursday.

According to the RPF, a 
special team noticed the girl 
standing near the end of Plat-
form No. 1 during routine sur-
veillance. Finding her be-
haviour unusual, personnel 
approached her for question-
ing.

Officials said the teenager 
appeared nervous and con-
fused on noticing the RPF 
team. During the interaction, 
she disclosed her identity and 
informed the officers that she 
was from Mayurbhanj district 
in Odisha.

The girl told the RPF that 
she had left her home on her 
own last  Saturday and 
reached Yelahanka after trav-
elling for nearly three days.

Following verification of 
her identity, RPF officials 
contacted her father, who is 
expected to arrive in Bengal-
uru later this week. Police in 
Odisha had earlier registered 
a kidnapping case under Sec-
tion 137(2) based on a com-
plaint lodged by her father at 
a police station in Rairangpur 
district.

However, during question-
ing, the girl denied that she 
had been kidnapped and 
maintained that she had left 
home voluntarily.

The minor was subsequent-
ly produced before the appro-
priate authorities and shifted 
to a government-recognised 
child care institution, where 
she is currently receiving 
counselling.

Officials from the District 
Ch i ld  P ro tec t ion  Uni t 
(DCPU) said counsellors are 
trying to understand the cir-
cumstances that led the girl to 
leave home. Preliminary in-
teractions suggest that she 
regrets her decision, but the 
exact reason behind her de-
parture is yet to be estab-
lished.

"We are still counselling 
her. 

Karnataka records highest-ever higher 
education enrolment, ranks sixth nationally
CH NEWS , BENGALURU

 
Karnataka has achieved its 
highest-ever Gross Enrolment 
Ratio (GER) in higher educa-
tion, with more than four out 
of every 10 eligible young 
people now pursuing college 
education. According to the 
All India Survey on Higher 
Education (AISHE) 2023-24, 
the state's GER rose to 41.8 
per cent, up from 39.6 per 
cent in 2022-23 and 32 per 
cent in 2019-20.

The improvement has 
helped Karnataka climb to the 
sixth position nationally, re-
flecting steady growth in ac-
cess to higher education over 
the past five years.

Women continued to out-
pace men in higher education 
enrolment. The GER for fe-
male students stood at nearly 
43 per cent, compared with 

around 41 per cent for male 
students, highlighting increas-
ing participation of women in 
colleges and universities.

Among states, Karnataka 
now trails only Delhi, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Telanga-
na, Himachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim in higher education 
enrolment.

The state also retained its 
position as one of India's most 
accessible higher education 
destinations, recording 69 col-
leges per lakh eligible popu-
lation, the highest among ma-
jor states. Telangana followed 
with 56 colleges per lakh pop-
ulation, while Andhra Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh record-
ed 51 each.

Karnataka had 4,529 col-
leges during 2023-24, margin-
ally higher than 4,524 the 
previous year, making it the 
third-highest in the country 

after Uttar Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra.

Student enrolment also re-
mained among the highest in 
India. The state recorded 27.6 
lakh students pursuing higher 
education during 2023-24, 
ranking fifth nationally be-
hind Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu and Mad-
hya Pradesh. Bihar reported 
an identical enrolment figure.

Another notable achieve-
ment was the expansion of 
universities. Karnataka's uni-
versity count increased from 
79 to 91 during the year, 
largely due to the establish-
ment of 10 new state univer-
sities.

The survey also showed 
that Karnataka accounts for 9 
per cent of the country's high-
er education teachers, ranking 
behind only Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra.

High Court stays deportation 
of detainee, orders verification 

of citizenship claim
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court 
has stayed the deportation of 
a man detained as an alleged 
illegal Bangladeshi immigrant 
and directed authorities to 
verify his identity after he 
claimed to be an Indian citi-
zen who had been wrongly 
identified.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj 
granted interim relief to Ab-
dul Rahim by staying the de-
portation order issued by the 
Foreigners Regional Registra-
tion Office (FRRO), Bengal-
uru. The court directed the 
authorities to ascertain his 
identity before proceeding 
further with the deportation 
process.

Rahim told the court that he 
was born in Seemapuri, New 
Delhi, in April 1979 and has 
lived in India throughout his 
life. He contended that he was 
not a foreign national but an 
Indian citizen who had be-
come a victim of mistaken 
identity.

The petitioner further sub-
mitted that he was the same 
individual who had been con-
victed by a sessions court in 
Uttar Pradesh in a case in-

volving allegations of illegal 
entry from Bangladesh. He 
informed the High Court that 
he has already challenged that 
conviction before the Alla-
habad High Court.

Rahim has been lodged in a 
detention centre in Bengaluru 
since March this year after 
being picked up during a po-
lice drive to identify suspect-
ed illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants. Following his deten-
tion, the FRRO initiated pro-
ceedings under the Foreigners 
Act and issued orders for his 
deportation.

The FRRO maintains that 
the detainee is an illegal Ban-
gladeshi national identified as 
Mohammed Rahim Havaldar. 
However, Rahim denied the 
allegation and asserted that he 
has established his life and 
family in India.

To support his claim, he 
produced several identity doc-
uments before the court, in-
cluding a birth certificate, 
Aadhaar card, PAN card, 
passport, voter identity card 
and driving licence. He also 
submitted that he runs a gov-
ernment-registered waste 
management and scrap trad-
ing business in Bengaluru.

Retired professor loses `61 lakh in 
deepfake investment scam

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A retired professor from Ben-
galuru has lost more than ₹61 
lakh in a sophisticated cyber 
fraud after being lured by a 
deepfake video featuring 
Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman promoting a 
fake investment scheme.

According to a complaint 
filed with the Cyber Crime 
Police, the victim, a resident 
of Shankarapuram, came 
across the video on Facebook 
on March 9. The AI-generated 
video falsely promised ex-
traordinary returns through an 

online investment platform. 
Trusting its authenticity, she 
registered her details, which 
led her to a website called 
bxbmarket.com.

Soon afterwards, she re-
ceived a call from a man iden-
tifying himself as Abhishek, 
using a United Kingdom mo-
bile number.

 Claiming to represent the 
investment platform, he per-
suaded her to invest, assuring 
her of high returns. She was 
also contacted through email 
and instructed to complete 
Know Your Customer (KYC) 
formalities.
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Jewargi farmers face crisis as monsoon rains fail
KALABURAGI

 
Farmers across Jewargi taluk 
are facing growing uncertain-
ty as inadequate southwest 
monsoon rains have left agri-
cultural fields dry and newly 
sown crops showing signs of 
distress. With prolonged dry 
spells continuing since early 
June, cultivators fear a 
drought-like situation and 
heavy financial losses.

Relying on early monsoon 
forecasts, farmers had sown 
crops such as green gram, pi-
geon pea, black gram and cot-
ton, expecting favourable 
rainfall conditions. However, 

the delayed rains have affect-
ed crop growth, forcing farm-
ers to wait anxiously for 
showers while their fields suf-
fer from moisture shortage.

The farming community 
has urged the government to 
take immediate measures, in-

cluding possible cloud-seed-
ing operations, to protect 
standing crops and reduce 
losses. Farmers say timely in-
tervention is essential as the 
sowing season has reached a 
crucial stage.

The declining water level in 
the Bhima River has added to 
concerns, particularly regard-
ing drinking water availability 
in Jewargi town and sur-
rounding villages. Residents 
are hoping that rainfall in 
neighbouring Maharashtra 
will increase water inflow 
into the river.

Although cloudy weather 
has prevailed in recent days, 

only light drizzle has been re-
corded in some areas, which 
has not provided sufficient 
moisture for agricultural ac-
tivities. Weather forecasts in-
dicate continued cloudy con-
ditions, but significant rainfall 
remains uncertain.

Farmers who recently 
sowed cotton after light show-
ers are also facing difficulties 
as poor soil moisture has af-
fected seed germination. 
Some cultivators have been 
forced to replant seeds manu-
ally, increasing their expens-
es. 

Those without access to ir-
rigation facilities remain com-

pletely dependent on rainfall.
Agriculture Department of-

ficials have advised farmers 
to consider short-duration 
crops due to uncertain mon-
soon conditions. 

Despite the advice, cotton 
cultivation continues in sev-
eral villages, with farmers 
hoping that rains will arrive 
soon.

The rainfall shortage has 
increased financial pressure 
on cultivators who borrowed 
money for seeds, fertilisers 
and other agricultural inputs. 
Many fear that crop failure 
could make loan repayment 
difficult.

MONSOON DEFICIT IMPACTS

QUICK READ
Entrepreneurs await 
delayed KIADB plot 

allotments 

Yadgir sports stadium 
turned into RTO test 

ground

Govt school students 
face unsafe learning 

conditions

BIDAR
Entrepreneurs and inves-

tors in Bidar district are 
awaiting the allotment of 

KIADB industrial plots 
more than a year after 

applications were invited. 
The KIADB issued a notifi-
cation on August 1, 2025, 
for plots in Kolar, Humna-
bad and Basavakalyan in-

dustrial areas, but the 
process remains incom-
plete due to ongoing ap-

plication scrutiny. Officials 
said delays have affected 
plans to establish indus-

tries and avail govern-
ment subsidies. Activist 

Kamalakar Hegde alleged 
that reservation norms for 

SC, ST, women, persons 
with disabilities and 

ex-servicemen were not 
properly followed. Entre-
preneurs have urged au-
thorities to speed up al-
lotment to boost invest-
ment, jobs and industrial 

growth.

Yadgir 
The district sports stadi-

um in Yadgir is being used 
as a temporary driving 
test ground by the Re-
gional Transport Office 

due to delays in complet-
ing a dedicated automat-
ed driving test facility. The 

state government had 
sanctioned around J15 
crore for a modern test 

track and new RTO office 
near Abbetumakuru vil-
lage, but the project re-

mains unfinished. Driving 
licence applicants now 
undergo tests inside the 

stadium, raising concerns 
over proper assessment 
standards. Officials said 

around 85% of the facility 
work is complete, with 

automated systems and 
other pending works ex-

pected to be finished 
soon. Sports enthusiasts 

have opposed the contin-
ued use of the stadium.

Kalaburagi
More than 120 students 
of a government higher 

primary school at Om Na-
gar on Sedam Road are 
attending classes in un-
safe conditions due to a 

deteriorating building. The 
school, established in 

1997, has cracked walls, 
leaking classrooms, dam-

aged floors and weak-
ened pillars. Education 

Department officials had 
earlier declared three 

classrooms unsafe and 
recommended demoli-

tion, but classes continue 
due to a lack of alterna-

tives. Parents and teach-
ers fear a major risk if re-
pairs are delayed. Resi-

dents have urged authori-
ties to construct new 

classrooms, remove un-
safe structures and pro-
vide basic facilities, in-

cluding a playground and 
compound wall, for a saf-
er learning environment.

U.T.Khader inaugurates People's 
Healing Tree Hospital in Bidar

U.T. Khader inaugurates People’s Healing Tree Hospital in Bidar, hopes facility 
provides advanced healthcare services to district residents

BIDAR
 

Karnataka Health and Family 
Welfare Minister U.T. Khader 
inaugurated the People’s 
Healing Tree Hospital near 
Nehru Stadium in Bidar city, 
expressing confidence that the 
new healthcare facility would 
provide advanced and quality 
medical services to the people 
of the district.

Speaking after the inaugu-
ration, Khader said the open-
ing of the hospital was not 
merely the launch of a medi-
cal institution but also an in-
spiring example of entrepre-
neurship and dedication for 
young professionals.

He appreciated the efforts 
of hospital CEO Siraj, Dr. 
Abraham and Irshad for es-
tablishing the facility through 
commitment, hard work and 
determination. The minister 
said their journey demonstrat-
ed that honesty, perseverance 

and the effective utilisation of 
opportunities could help cre-
ate successful institutions 
while contributing to society.

Khader highlighted that the 
hospital has been equipped 
with modern healthcare infra-
structure, including advanced 
operation theatres, an Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU), a Cath 
Lab and other specialised 
medical facilities. 

He said the availability of 
experienced and qualified 
doctors would ensure better 

treatment facilities for pa-
tients.

The minister pointed out 
that several patients from Bi-
dar district currently travel to 
Hyderabad, Bengaluru and 
other major cities for ad-
vanced medical care. 

He expressed hope that the 
new hospital would reduce 
this dependence by providing 
quality healthcare services 
within the district itself.

Khader said the institution 
has the potential to develop 

into a major healthcare centre 
in the region and benefit peo-
ple by offering specialised 
treatments closer to their 
homes.

He also praised the found-
ers for their initiative and said 
such private healthcare in-
vestments would strengthen 
the state’s medical infrastruc-
ture and create better opportu-
nities for citizens.

The inauguration pro-
gramme was attended by 
MLA Rahim Khan, Dr. 
Shailendra Bildale, Dr. Abdul 
Khadeer, President of Sha-
heen Education Institution, 
hospital CEO Siraj, Dr. Abra-
ham, Irshad and several other 
dignitaries.

The establishment of the 
hospital is expected to im-
prove access to advanced 
medical facilities in Bidar and 
provide patients with compre-
hensive healthcare services 
within the district.

Karjol accuses 
Congress of opposing 

SIR over politics
VIJAYAPURA

 
BJP MLA Govind Karjol crit-
icised the Congress over its 
opposition to the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, alleging that 
the party’s objections were 
politically motivated and 
aimed at protecting Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi rather 
than safeguarding minority 
interests.

Addressing reporters in Vi-
jayapura, Karjol said the Con-
gress had been raising con-
cerns about alleged irregular-
ities in the SIR process, in-
cluding claims regarding the 
distribution of enumeration 
forms at temples and other 
places. However, he alleged 
that the party’s actual concern 
was related to the declaration 
required in the SIR form, 
where voters have to confirm 
their Indian citizenship and 
state that they do not hold cit-
izenship of any other country.

Karjol alleged that Rahul 
Gandhi holds British citizen-
ship along with Indian citi-
zenship, and claimed that the 
matter had not been disclosed 
publicly. He further alleged 
that if such an issue was 
proved, it could have implica-
tions for Rahul Gandhi’s po-
sition as a Member of Parlia-
ment and Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

The BJP MLA claimed that 
this was the reason Congress 
was opposing the SIR process 
in Karnataka, West Bengal 
and other states. He appealed 
to citizens not to be con-
cerned about the revision ex-

ercise, stating that its purpose 
was to ensure that only genu-
ine and eligible voters remain 
on electoral rolls.

Karjol said the SIR process 
would not remove the names 
of eligible voters and would 
help maintain accuracy and 
transparency in the electoral 
system.

Responding to Karnataka 
Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge’s remarks regarding 
the upcoming RSS pro-
gramme in Belagavi, Karjol 
said the organisation follows 
all legal procedures while 
conducting programmes and 
processions.

He stated that whenever the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh organises a procession, 
it obtains necessary permis-
sions from the competent au-
thorities and functions within 
the framework of law.

Karjol’s remarks came after 
Priyank Kharge said the 
three-day RSS event begin-
ning July 10 in Belagavi was 
a private programme and 
would require government 
permission only if a public 
procession was organised.

The BJP leader said there 
was no need to create unnec-
essary controversy over the 
event, adding that all organi-
sations must follow estab-
lished rules and regulations.

BJP MLA Govind Karjol 
accuses Congress of  

opposing SIR for political 
reasons, urges people 

not to fear electoral roll 
revision process.

Kandakur urges loan waiver 
over guarantee schemes

JD(S) MLA Sharangouda Kandakur urges Karnataka government to 
suspend guarantee schemes and waive farmers’ loans amid rainfall crisis

YADGIR
 

JD(S) MLA Sharangouda 
Kandakur has urged the Kar-
nataka government to suspend 
its guarantee schemes for one 
year and utilise the funds for 
waiving farmers’ loans, citing 
the severe difficulties faced 
by cultivators due to poor 
rainfall.

Speaking after inaugurating 
various development works in 
Honagera, Ashanal and Yadd-
alli villages of the Gurumitkal 
Assembly constituency, Kan-
dakur said the government 
should give priority to the 
welfare of farmers who are 
struggling due to inadequate 
monsoon rains.

“The JD(S), despite having 
only 38 MLAs, waived farm-
ers’ crop loans during its 
14-month tenure. The Con-
gress, with the support of 138 
MLAs, should explain what it 
has done for farmers,” he 
said. Kandakur said farmers 
across the state are facing dis-
tress due to rainfall deficiency 
and urged the Chief Minister 
to take immediate measures to 
support the farming commu-
nity. “If the government is 
genuinely concerned about 
farmers, it should consider 
loan waiver immediately. 
Even if it requires suspending 

guarantee schemes for a year, 
protecting farmers should be 
the priority,” he said.

The MLA also said that if 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy had been the 
Chief Minister, immediate 
steps would have been taken 
to address farmers’ issues. He 
alleged that the present gov-
ernment was focusing more 
on meetings rather than solv-
ing problems faced by culti-
vators.

Highlighting development 
initiatives in the constituency, 
Kandakur said funds have 
been secured for renovation 
of the Hattikuni Reservoir. He 
also appreciated Union Min-
ister V. Somanna for sanction-
ing ₹75 crore for modernisa-
tion of irrigation canals, stat-
ing that farmers would benefit 
from the project.

He announced that ₹1 crore 
would be sanctioned for con-
structing a Kalyana Mantapa 

at Gundagurthi Mailaralin-
geshwara Temple in Honagera 
village. He also assured that 
drinking water facilities 
would be provided to the lo-
cal school.

Expressing concern over 
electricity supply, Kandakur 
alleged that GESCOM offi-
cials had failed to provide 
farmers with the promised 
seven hours of three-phase 
power. He demanded uninter-
rupted power supply and 
warned against alleged irreg-
ularities in transformer re-
placement services.

He also assured residents 
that he would raise their de-
mand for bus services to 
Honagera with higher author-
ities.

Officials and local leaders, 
including Taluk Panchayat 
Executive Officer Mahadev, 
PWD Assistant Executive En-
gineer Kailas and JD(S) lead-
ers, attended the programme.

Bidar distributes over 10L 
SIR enumeration forms

BIDAR
 

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls 
in Bidar district has gained 
momentum, with election 
authorities distributing more 
than 10 lakh voter enumer-
ation forms across the dis-
trict’s six Assembly constit-
uencies.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the District 
Election Tahsildar, a total of 
10,12,274 enumeration 
forms have been distributed 
so far. Of these, 1,28,052 
completed applications have 
been received from voters 
across the district.

The SIR exercise is being 
carried out across Karnataka 
to update and verify elector-
al rolls. Officials said the 
progress details have been 
released to keep the public 
informed about the status of 
the ongoing revision pro-
cess.

Among the six constitu-
encies in Bidar district, 
Bhalki Assembly constitu-
ency recorded the highest 
number of received applica-
tions. The constituency re-
ceived 44,353 applications 
after distributing 1,33,917 
forms. In Basavakalyan 
constituency, election offi-
cials distributed 1,78,344 
forms, while 23,467 appli-
cations have been received. 
In Humnabad, a total of 
1,88,894 forms were dis-

tributed and 18,468 applica-
tions have been submitted. 
The Bidar South constituen-
cy has distributed 1,77,190 
forms and received 14,436 
applications so far. In the 
Bidar Assembly constituen-
cy, officials distributed 
1,64,508 forms, with 13,729 
applications received from 
voters.

In Aurad (B) constituen-
cy, 1,69,421 enumeration 
forms were distributed, and 
13,599 applications have 
been received.

Election officials have 
urged voters who have re-
ceived enumeration forms 
to complete and submit 
them within the stipulated 
period to ensure their details 
are properly verified and 
included in the electoral 
rolls.

The authorities said the 
SIR process is aimed at 
maintaining accurate voter 
records by verifying eligible 
voters and updating elector-
al information. Officials 
have also emphasised that 
the exercise is being con-
ducted in a transparent man-
ner and that citizens should 
actively participate.

With the distribution 
phase progressing steadily, 
election officials are con-
tinuing efforts to collect ap-
plications and complete the 
revision process across all 
six Assembly constituencies 
in Bidar district.

Banjara community launches 
dowry-free marriage awareness
YADGIR

 
The All India Banjara Commit-
tee has announced a major 
awareness campaign to pro-
mote dowry-free marriages 
across Banjara settlements in 
Shahapur taluk, aiming to ad-
dress the growing social con-
cerns caused by the dowry sys-
tem. Speaking at a meeting of 
Banjara community leaders 
held at the Bhimarayagudi 
Guest House, committee Na-
tional General Secretary Ma-
nasingh Chavhan said the cam-
paign would focus on creating 
awareness among families and 
encouraging social reform 

within the community.
Chavhan said Shahapur taluk 

has 64 Banjara tandas and high-
lighted that many families con-
tinue to face financial hardships 
due to marriage-related expens-
es. He said some families are 
forced to take heavy loans for 
their daughters’ marriages, 
while in certain cases, they sell 
agricultural land to repay debts 
and migrate to cities in search 
of employment opportunities.

He described dowry as a se-
rious social evil that affects the 
economic stability of families 
and urged community members 
to collectively work towards 
eliminating the practice.

Headmaster offers ₹2000 deposit to boost enrolment
RAICHUR

 
In a unique initiative aimed at 
encouraging enrolment in 
government schools, the 
headmaster of Government 
Higher Primary School at 
Bevinahalli near Munirabad 
has announced a ₹2,000 fixed 
deposit for every child admit-
ted to Class I during the 
2026–27 academic year.

Headmaster Suresh Benalli 
said the initiative has been 

funded entirely from his per-
sonal savings and is intended 
to attract more students to the 
government school while pro-
viding financial support for 
their future education.

The scheme will benefit all 
students newly admitted to 
Class I, including those join-
ing the English-medium sec-
tion. Under the initiative, 
₹2,000 will be deposited into 
the student’s bank account or 
post office account as a fixed 

deposi t .  The deposi ted 
amount, along with the accu-
mulated interest, will be made 
available to the student after 
reaching the age of 18. The 
fund is expected to support 
higher education expenses or 
provide financial assistance 
for future career and liveli-
hood opportunities.

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Benalli said government 
schools already provide sev-
eral benefits, including free 

textbooks, uniforms and mid-
day meals for students. He 
urged parents to make use of 
these facilities and choose 
government schools to pro-
vide quality education for 
their children.

He said education plays a 
crucial role in shaping chil-
dren’s future and that the 
fixed deposit initiative was a 
small effort to encourage par-
ents to enrol their children in 
government institutions.

Dilapidated 
school building 
puts students’ 
safety at risk

KALABURAGI
 

More than 120 students of a 
government higher primary 
school at Om Nagar on 
Sedam Road are attending 
classes in unsafe conditions 
due to the poor state of the 
school building, raising seri-
ous concerns among parents 
and local residents.

The school, established in 
1997, provides education 
from Class I to VII, mainly 
serving children from daily 
wage labourer and economi-
cally weaker families. How-
ever, the deteriorating infra-
structure has created a fearful 
environment for students and 
teachers.

The building has several 
issues, including cracked 
walls, leaking classrooms, 
damaged flooring, weakened 
pillars and poor structural 
conditions. Officials from the 
Education Department had 
earlier inspected the premises 
and declared three classrooms 
unsafe, recommending their 
demolition. 

Despite the warning, class-
es continue due to a lack of 
alternative facilities.

The remaining classrooms 
have also deteriorated over 
time. Floors have sunk at sev-
eral places, walls have devel-
oped large cracks and pillars 
supporting the structure have 
weakened.
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Raichur conducts marathon, cyclothon for SIR awareness
RAICHUR

 
The Raichur district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat 
and Raichur City Corpora-
tion jointly organised a 
marathon and cyclothon on 
Thursday to create aware-
ness about the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls and promote 
cleanliness initiatives in the 
city.

Held under the theme 
“Strong Body – Clean Soci-
ety” with the slogan “Our 
Run for a Strong Democra-
cy,” the awareness pro-

gramme began from the 
Mahatma Gandhi District 
Stadium.

Launching the event, 
Deputy Commissioner Poo-

vitha S. appealed to citizens 
to actively participate in the 
ongoing SIR process by 
completing voter enumera-
tion forms and submitting 

them to Booth Level Offi-
cers (BLOs) at the earliest. 
She said timely submission 
of forms would help protect 
citizens’ voting rights and 
ensure accurate electoral 
records.

Raichur City Corporation 
Commissioner Zubin Mo-
hapatra said the SIR pro-
cess was being carried out 
systematically within the 
city limits. He urged resi-
dents to verify their names 
in the electoral rolls and 
cooperate with officials 
during the revision exer-
cise.

He also appealed to citi-
zens to contribute towards 
maintaining a clean and hy-
gienic Raichur by actively 
participating in solid waste 
management and cleanli-
ness efforts.

The marathon and cyclo-
thon witnessed participation 
from district officials, stu-
dents from various schools 
and colleges, police person-
nel and civic staff. Partici-
pants wore white caps and 
carried placards and ban-
ners highlighting the impor-
tance of voter registration, 
democracy and urban clean-

liness.
The rally started at the 

Mahatma Gandhi District 
Stadium and passed through 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Circle, 
Teen Khandil, Mahaveer 
Circle, Chandramouleshwar 
Circle and Basaveshwara 
Circle before returning to 
the stadium.

Students raised slogans 
promoting voter awareness 
and cleanliness throughout 
the route. The event aimed 
to encourage public partic-
ipation in both democratic 
responsibilities and civic 
duties.

Participation certificates 
were distributed to students 
after the completion of the 
programme. As many par-
ticipants had gathered at the 
stadium early in the morn-
ing, organisers arranged re-
freshments including ba-
nanas and buttermilk.

Officials said such aware-
ness programmes would 
help strengthen public in-
volvement in electoral pro-
cesses while encouraging 
citizens to take greater re-
sponsibility for keeping the 
city clean and environmen-
tally friendly.

CLEAN SOCIETY INITIATIVE

QUICK READ
Water release planned 
to fill Koppal, Raichur 

lakes

Health officials spread 
disease prevention 

awareness

Koppal
Water will be released 

from Tungabhadra 
reservoir to Tungab-

hadra Left Bank Main 
Canal to fill lakes in vil-
lages and urban areas 
of Koppal and Raichur 
districts. Officials said 
2,000 cusecs of drink-

ing water will be re-
leased from July 10 to 

July 23 as per the 
schedule. Water sup-
ply will cover areas up 
to 104 miles through 
different divisions in-
cluding Yaramaras, 

Sirawara, Sindhanur 
and Vaddarahatti. Au-
thorities instructed of-
ficials to manage wa-
ter properly with dis-
trict administration 

support. People and 
farmers have been re-
quested not to enter 
the canal or collect 
water directly to en-
sure safe manage-

ment.

Chitradurga
An awareness pro-

gramme on dengue pre-
vention, insect-borne 

diseases and population 
control was held at G.R. 
Halli Government High 
School in Chitradurga 

taluk. Sub-District 
Health Education Officer 

Govindareddy Konnur 
advised students to stay 
alert about symptoms of 
dengue and malaria and 
follow preventive meas-
ures. He said public co-

operation is important in 
controlling diseases. 

Health Inspector 
Prashanth explained tu-
berculosis and leprosy 
symptoms, prevention 

methods and free treat-
ment facilities available 
through the Health De-

partment. The pro-
gramme also created 

awareness about popu-
lation control methods. 

Tumakuru protects Rs500 
crore government land assets

High Court-directed inquiry led to rejection of private claims, restoring Gulur Chhatra land to 
government control for development purposes

TUMAKURU
 

The Deputy Commissioner 
Shubha Kalyan has issued a 
historic order to protect 106 
acres and 23 guntes of valu-
able government land near 
Gulur and keep it under offi-
cial possession. The decision 
prevents possible illegal 
transfer of public property 
valued at nearly Rs. 500 crore 
and ensures its future use for 
public purposes. Tumakuru 
rapidly growing city near 
Bengaluru is witnessing in-
creased development activity, 
causing land prices to rise 
sharply. Officials said the or-
der was important as avail-

ability of land for future pub-
lic projects has become chal-
lenging. The land dispute in-
v o l v e d  p r o p e r t i e s  i n 
Kondapur and Kallumath 
villages of Gulur hobli where 
claims had remained pending 

for years under legal proceed-
ings.The Karnataka High 
Court earlier clarified that the 
lands came under the Mysore 
Religious and Charitable In-
ams Abolition Act and direct-
ed authorities to examine the 
claims. Following a detailed 
inquiry, Shubha Kalyan re-
jected the applications after 
reviewing records and de-
clared the property as govern-
ment land reserved for main-
taining Gulur Chhatra and 
Muzaffar Khana. The Tahsil-
dar later completed necessary 
corrections in land records 
according to the order. The 
administration stated that the 
action saved the valuable 

property from private claims 
and returned it to government 
control. The Deputy Commis-
sioner described the move as 
a major milestone and said 
resolving the long-pending 
case would help create oppor-
tunities for development ac-
tivities benefiting citizens.

The recovered land can 
now be used for public infra-
structure projects including 
education, health, sports and 
environmental protection. 
Shubha Kalyan said the true 
purpose of reclaiming the 
property would be achieved 
when projects supporting dis-
trict welfare are established 
there. She added that the de-

cision came at a time when 
Tumakuru faces a growing 
need for land required for 
long-term public facilities. 
The government hopes the re-
covered property will support 
meaningful projects that im-
prove quality of life for resi-
dents and strengthen regional 
growth. This historic admin-
istrative step reflects firm 
leadership and careful man-
agement of public assets. The 
move also highlights the im-
portance of protecting gov-
ernment resources for future 
generations through transpar-
ent and responsible decisions 
that serve the wider interests 
of the district.

AIMIM Says Development Should 
Outweigh Political Appreciation

BIDAR
 

The All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
has criticised the speech de-
livered by Congress MLA 
Rahim Khan during Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar’s recent 
visit to Bidar, stating that 
public representatives should 
give priority to development 
concerns rather than exces-
sive political praise.

AIMIM District Spokesper-
son Wasimuddin Kirmani said 
political leaders have the right 
to appreciate their party col-
leagues, but public platforms 
should maintain dignity and 
restraint. He said statements 
comparing political leaders 
with divine figures or sug-
gesting that their names 
would reach God were inap-
propriate in public discourse.

Kirmani clarified that rec-
ognising the contributions of 
leaders was acceptable, but 
excessive glorification was 
unnecessary. He said leaders 

should achieve higher posi-
tions through public service, 
development initiatives and 
the trust of citizens rather 
than through exaggerated 
praise.

The AIMIM leader said the 
Deputy Chief Minister’s visit 
to Bidar should have been uti-
lised as an opportunity to 
highlight major civic and de-
velopmental issues affecting 
the district. He pointed out 
that concerns such as dam-
aged roads, inadequate infra-
structure facilities and the 
need for additional develop-
ment funds required more at-
tention.Kirmani also raised 
concerns regarding the func-
tioning of the Bidar City Cor-
poration. He said several im-
portant posts, including driv-
ers, loaders, sanitation work-
ers, cleaners and data entry 
operators, remain vacant, af-
fecting municipal services.

He alleged that shortage of 
staff has impacted garbage 
collection and sanitation ac-
tivities, while blocked drain-

age systems continue to create 
problems for residents. He 
said improving civic facilities 
requires coordination between 
the City Corporation, elected 
representatives and the state 
government.The AIMIM 
spokesperson urged authori-
ties to fill vacant positions 
and provide necessary re-
sources to strengthen munici-
pal administration. He also 
called for greater transparen-
cy and accountability in gov-
ernment departments, alleging 
that corruption and adminis-
trative delays should be ad-
dressed through effective 
monitoring of development 
projects.

Kirmani said leaders 
should earn recognition 
through service, urging 
focus on Bidar’s roads, 

infrastructure, and 
development needs 
instead of  excessive 

praise during the Deputy 
CM’s visit

Officials identified voter record issues during visits, adding 4,327 cases, including unavailable, 
shifted, deceased, and duplicate voters, to ASDDO list

MYSURU SIR CAMPAIGN CROSSES 
MAJOR PROGRESS BENCHMARK

MYSURU
 

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral 
roll for 2026 is progressing 
rapidly in Mysuru district. 
Officials said 23,49,006 
enumeration forms have 
been distributed across the 
district till July 8, achieving 
83.90 per cent completion.

Mysuru district has a total 
of 27,99,693 voters and 
2 ,915 pol l ing s ta t ions . 
Among these, 927 polling 
stations have completed 100 
per cent distribution of 
forms, while 726 polling sta-
tions have crossed more than 
90 per cent progress. Offi-
cials said the process is be-
ing carried out smoothly 
with the cooperation of vot-

ers and Booth Level Offi-
cers.

A total of 11,419 voters 
have submitted their forms 
online so far. Out of the dis-
tributed forms, 1,13,643 
forms have already been en-
tered into the computer sys-
tem. Officials are continuing 

the process of collecting and 
updating voter details across 
all constituencies.During 
house-to-house visits, offi-
cials are also identifying er-
rors and updating records in 
the voter list. So far, 2,873 
voters who were unavail-
able, 1,033 permanently 

shifted voters, 362 deceased 
voters, 51 already registered 
voters and eight other cases 
have been identified. A total 
of 4,327 names have been 
included in the ASDDO list 
across the district.Officials 
said the revision work is 
aimed at preparing an accu-
rate and transparent elector-
al roll. Voters have been 
urged to cooperate with offi-
cials during the verification 
process and provide correct 
information to ensure their 
names remain updated in the 
final list.The district admin-
istrat ion has instructed 
field-level officials to com-
plete the remaining work 
carefully and within the 
scheduled time to make the 
voter list error-free.

Incomplete road, drainage 
works trouble Yadgir Residents

YADGIR
 

Residents of Rajiv Gandhi 
Colony and Dr. Ambedkar 
Layout in Yadgir are facing 
severe difficulties as road and 
drainage construction works 
remain incomplete for several 
months, causing inconve-
nience to thousands of people.

Akila Bharatiya Koli Samaj 
secretary Umesh Mudnal has 
urged authorities to immedi-
ately complete the pending 
works and take action against 
the officials and contractor 
responsible for the delay.

After inspecting the affect-
ed areas along with residents, 
Mudnal submitted a memo-
randum to the district admin-
istration, stating that people in 
the two colonies have been 
suffering for the past six 
months due to poor road con-
ditions and unfinished drain-
age facilities.

He said the absence of a 
proper road has made move-
ment difficult for vehicle us-
ers, elderly people and chil-
dren. Stagnant drainage water 
and rainwater flowing onto 
the road have created an un-
healthy environment, affect-
ing school students and daily 
commuters.

According to residents, the 
government had already re-
leased funds for road and 

drainage development, but the 
contractor and concerned of-
ficials completed only partial 
work and abandoned the proj-
ect.

The blocked drainage sys-
t e m  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n 
foul-smelling stagnant water, 
increasing the risk of infec-
tious diseases. Two schools 
are located near the affected 
road, creating concerns over 
the health and safety of chil-
dren. Residents also reported 
frequent sightings of poison-
ous reptiles due to poor sani-
tation.Mudnal pointed out that 
a public cremation ground is 
also located beside the road, 
making it difficult for people 
to access the facility due to 
the unhygienic conditions.

He demanded that the dis-
trict administration conduct 
an immediate inspection of 
the area and provide neces-
sary facilities. He also called 
for strict action against those 
responsible for leaving the 
project incomplete.Warning 
of further protests, Mudnal 
said that if authorities fail to 
address the issue, residents 
will launch a road blockade 
on the Yadgir-Hyderabad 
main road.Local residents in-
cluding Mallikarjun, Mallap-
pa, Mallesh, Sharanu and oth-
ers were present during the 
inspection.

Monsoon revives four key rivers 
across Haveri district

HAVERI
 

Following a prolonged and 
worrying dry spell, the arrival 
of heavy monsoon showers 
has completely rejuvenated the 
agricultural landscape of 
Haveri district. The region, 
widely recognized as the gate-
way to North Karnataka, is 
witnessing a spectacular reviv-
al of its primary water bodies. 
The Tungabhadra, Varada, 
Dharma, and Kumadvathi riv-
ers, which had been left com-
pletely dried up after an unsea-
sonably weak pre-monsoon 
phase, are now overflowing 
with abundant water currents.

The intense downpours hit-
ting the Western Ghats and the 
Malnad catchment areas have 

rapidly filled the massive 
Tungabhadra basin. Concur-
rently, water released from the 
Bhadra Reservoir at Gajanur 
has pushed the Tungabhadra 
River near critical alert levels. 
This sudden surge in water 
availability has brought im-
mense relief to local farmers 
who were battling severe crop 
anxiety just a few weeks ago. 
The brimming rivers have suc-
cessfully recharged the region-
al groundwater tables, prompt-
ing farmers to set up active 
pump sets to irrigate their vi-
brant green fields.

Local agricultural communi-
ties report that the steady rain-
fall has effectively eliminated 
multiple crop diseases that 
typically thrive during dry 

spells. Currently, about six-
ty-eight percent of the district's 
total cultivable land has suc-
cessfully undergone sowing, 
with healthy standing crops of 
soybean, maize, groundnut, 
and cotton flourishing across 
the plains. Farmers are now 
urging the district administra-
tion to step up and ensure the 
timely, seamless distribution 
of essential fertilizers and pro-
tective pesticides to capitalize 
on this highly favorable 
weather window.

Amid the celebratory atmo-
sphere, prominent local agri-
cultural leaders are urging the 
state government to aggres-
sively harvest this excess wa-
ter rather than allowing it to 
drain away unutilized. 

Business leaders 
demand urgent 

revival of Dharwad 
supermarket

DHARWAD
 

Local trade leaders and civic 
activists have strongly criti-
cized the worsening condition 
of the historic Dharwad Su-
permarket, demanding imme-
diate political intervention to 
reverse years of structural 
neglect. Speaking at an urgent 
brainstorming session orga-
nized by the Karnataka Vidy-
avardhaka Sangha, Ravindra 
Akalwadi, General Secretary 
of the Dharwad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, em-
phasized that reviving the 
commercial hub requires 
strong, unified political will 
rather than empty bureaucrat-
ic promises.

The high-profile meeting 
concentrated on a dual agen-
da: the comprehensive mod-
ernization of the dilapidated 
supermarket complex and the 
escalating political demand to 
establish a completely inde-
pendent municipal corpora-
tion exclusively for Dharwad. 
Addressing the packed gath-
ering of local merchants, 
Akalwadi noted with deep 
concern that the central shop-
ping complex has fallen into a 
state of severe disarray, suf-
fering from broken infrastruc-
ture, poor sanitation, and cha-
otic traffic management. He 
openly declared that a sus-
tained, grassroots people’s 
movement is now absolutely 
necessary to force state au-
thorities to take notice of the 
city's crumbling infrastruc-
ture.Joining the call for mass 
mobilization, Manoj Patil, 
President of the Dharwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation Horata 
Vedike, pledged that his orga-
nization would aggressively 
fight for the supermarket’s 
rehabilitation. He urged all 
local citizens and traders to 
offer their full cooperation for 
upcoming demonstrations. 
Prominent legal activist and 
fighter B.D. Hiremath added 
that the struggle to modernize 
the commercial market must 
run parallel to the larger polit-
ical campaign for a separate 
civic body. He strongly ad-
vised organizers to convene a 
non-partisan meeting of all 
elected representatives to en-
sure across-the-board legisla-
tive backing.The critical town 
hall session witnessed strong 
participation from several 
prominent former civic ad-
ministrators who voiced their 
solidarity with the trading 
community. 
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Lok Adalat targets pending cases across Karnataka
MANDYA

 
The National Lok Adalat will 
be held on July 11, 2026, 
across Karnataka following 
directions from the State Le-
gal Services Authority. In 
Mandya district, preliminary 
hearings are being conducted 
in seven taluks to help settle 
disputes through mutual 
agreement. The special ses-
sion will focus on various cas-
es including civil disputes, 
property matters, division 
suits, money recovery cases, 
Motor Vehicle Cases, family 
disputes, alimony matters, 

marriage restoration cases, 
cheque bounce issues and 
suitable criminal cases that 
can be resolved through com-
promise. Authorities said the 
initiative aims to reduce pend-
ing cases and provide faster 
justice to citizens through a 
simple and affordable process.
During the Lok Adalat, judges 
and experienced lawyers will 
work together as members of 
the bench and listen to both 
parties before finding solu-
tions. If a case is settled 
through this process, no court 
fee will be charged and fees 
already paid will be returned 

according to rules. The deci-
sion given by the Lok Adalat 
will have the same value as a 
court judgment and no appeal 
can be filed against the settle-
ment. Apart from pending 
court cases, people can also 
bring pre-litigation matters 
such as bank loan recovery 
cases, electricity and water 
bill disputes, labour issues, 
family matters and other civil 
cases. Both parties will be 
called for discussion and set-
tlements can be reached 
through mediation without 
paying court fees.The author-
ity has appealed to citizens 

and litigants to use this oppor-
tunity and participate actively 
in the National Lok Adalat. 
Officials stated that resolving 
cases through this platform 
will save valuable time, re-
duce expenses and help peo-
ple receive quick solutions 
without long legal procedures. 
Cases may also be settled with 
the assistance of lawyers or by 
directly approaching the legal 
services authority. The Lok 
Adalat is expected to bring 
relief to many people by en-
couraging peaceful settle-
ments and reducing the bur-
den on courts. 

SPEEDY JUSTICE INITIATIVE

QUICK READ
Scholarship Applications 

Open For Scheduled 
Caste Students

Family alleges gym 
trainer death was 

murder

Deviprasad family 
demands probe into 

alleged murder

Chitradurga
The Scheduled Castes 
Welfare Department 
has invited online ap-

plications for Pre-Mat-
ric and Post-Matric 
scholarships for the 
2026-27 academic 

year. Eligible Sched-
uled Caste students 

can apply through the 
State Scholarship Por-
tal to receive financial 

assistance for their ed-
ucation. Officials said 
the scheme aims to 

encourage students to 
continue their studies 
and benefit from gov-
ernment support. Ap-
plicants are advised to 

complete the online 
process within the pre-
scribed period and en-

sure all required de-
tails are submitted 

correctly. For further 
information and assis-

tance, students can 
contact the Scheduled 

Castes Welfare Of-
ficer’s Office in Chitra-

durga taluk.

Chikkaballapura
The family of Bengaluru 
gym trainer Deviprasad 

has alleged that his 
death was murder and 

not a road accident. The 
30-year-old, a resident 
of Narayanpur, worked 

as a gym trainer, partici-
pated in bodybuilding 
competitions and was 

also a professional bike 
rider. On May 8, he was 
travelling with his rela-

tive Vicky and friend 
Joshua Joseph on Na-
tional Highway 44 to-

wards Gudibande. Police 
initially treated the inci-

dent near Setdinne as an 
accident involving an un-
known vehicle. However, 

the family has raised 
fresh suspicions and de-
manded a thorough in-
vestigation into the cir-

cumstances surrounding 
his death.

Chikkaballapura
The family of Bengalu-

ru gym trainer Devi-
prasad has alleged that 
his death was murder 
and not a road acci-

dent. The 30-year-old, 
a resident of Narayan-
pur, worked as a gym 
trainer, participated in 

bodybuilding competi-
tions and was also a 

professional bike rider. 
On May 8, he was trav-
elling with his relative 

Vicky and friend Joshua 
Joseph on National 

Highway 44 towards 
Gudibande. Police ini-
tially treated the inci-
dent near Setdinne as 
an accident involving 
an unknown vehicle. 
However, the family 

has raised fresh suspi-
cions and demanded a 
thorough investigation 
into the circumstances 
surrounding his death.

Officials seek support for 
accurate voter list preparation

The remaining cases involve deceased, migrated, and locked-house voters; 
officials are verifying records to ensure an accurate voter list

CHITRADURGA
 

District Election Officer and 
Deputy Commissioner T. Ven-
katesh urged political party 
representatives and the public 
to cooperate in preparing an 
accurate and transparent voter 
list during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) process. 
He was speaking at a meeting 
held at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office to review the 
distribution of voter enumer-
ation forms.Venkatesh said 
the distribution of enumera-
tion forms has reached 98 
percent in the district. The 
remaining two percent in-
cludes cases involving de-
ceased voters, people who 
have migrated and those 

whose houses are locked. He 
said officials are working to 
verify and update these re-
cords to ensure the voter list 
remains free from errors.Ac-
cording to data available on 
July 8, the district has 
14,40,534 registered voters, 
of which 14,04,219 voters, or 
97.48 percent, have already 
been mapped. Mapping of 

36,315 voters is still pending 
because their addresses could 
not be traced. He requested 
Booth Level Agents appoint-
ed by political parties to help 
identify such voters. He also 
said death certificates would 
help remove the names of de-
ceased voters from the elec-
toral roll without delay.

The Deputy Commissioner 

said local ward members, for-
mer councillors and former 
gram panchayat members can 
play an important role in iden-
tifying voters in both urban 
and rural areas. He directed 
Tahsildars and civic officials 
to conduct verification through 
the prescribed process. Special 
training has been provided to 
Booth Level Officers and 
Booth Level Agents to avoid 
mistakes while filling forms. 
Deputy Collector B.T. Ku-
maraswamy, Election Tahsil-
dar Bibi Fatima and represen-
tatives of various political 
parties attended the meeting. 
Officials said daily reviews 
will continue to ensure the re-
vision process is completed 
smoothly and accurately.

Farmers intensify 
Bidadi township 

protest with blood
RAMANAGARA

 
Farmers opposing the pro-
posed Bidadi Township proj-
ect have stepped up their pro-
test by launching a symbolic 
blood movement in Bhaira-
mangala village. Raising the 
slogan, “Don't give blood, 
don't give land,” they placed 
drops of their blood on a map 
of the proposed township to 
show their strong opposition 
to the project. The protest has 
been growing over the past 
few days as villagers continue 
demanding that the govern-
ment withdraw the plan. 
Women also joined the 
demonstration and expressed 
deep concern over the possi-
ble loss of farmland. They 
urged the government to stop 
the project immediately, say-
ing their land is their only 
source of livelihood. Some 
protesters warned that if their 
voices were ignored, they 
would continue their agitation 
with greater determination. 
The unusual protest attracted 
the attention of many people 
and highlighted the growing 
anger among farmers over the 
proposed land acquisition.

Retired Lokayukta Justice 
Santosh Hegde joined the pro-
test in support of the farmers 
despite saying that he was 
facing health problems and 
had been advised by doctors 
not to leave his home. At the 
protest site, he wrote a letter 
to the government requesting 
that no land should be ac-
quired without the consent of 
farmers. He also appealed to 
the authorities to respect the 

rights of farming families and 
avoid forcing development 
projects on agricultural land. 
A petition carrying similar de-
mands was also submitted, 
asking the government to lis-
ten to the concerns of local 
residents before making any 
final decision on the township 
project.

Speaking at the gathering, 
Justice Hegde said agriculture 
remains essential for the 
country's future and no tech-
nological progress can replace 
the importance of farming. He 
expressed concern over the 
shrinking of agricultural land 
and the loss of trees due to 
development projects. He 
questioned whether financial 
compensation alone could re-
place years of hard work 
spent growing trees and pro-
tecting farmland. Stressing 
that development and agricul-
ture should go hand in hand, 
he urged the government to 
protect farmers before taking 
decisions that affect their 
lives.

 He assured the protesters 
that he would continue sup-
porting their struggle, calling 
for a fair solution through 
meaningful discussions and 
respect for farmers' rights.

Villagers, including 
women farmers, 

protested against land 
acquisition, urging the 
government to halt the 
project and warning of  

stronger agitation to 
protect their farmland 

and livelihoods

Dr. Nadagouda is a senior legal education professor, renowned for 
contributions to teaching, research, administration, and institution building

Nadagouda appointed Chancellor 
of rural development university

GADAG
 

Prof. Dr. Suresh V. Nadagou-
da officially assumed charge 
as the new Chancellor of Ma-
hatma Gandhi Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj Uni-
versity in Gadag. He was ap-
pointed to the post by Karna-
taka Governor and University 
Chancellor Thawar Chand 
Gehlot.

Expressing his happiness 
after taking charge, Dr. Nada-
gouda described the appoint-
ment as a great honour and 
responsibility in his profes-
sional journey. He thanked 
the Governor and the Karna-
taka government for giving 
him the opportunity to lead 
the university and contribute 
to its future growth.

Dr. Nadagouda said his pre-
vious experience as the 
Founder Registrar and Acting 
Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity has helped him under-

stand its vision, mission and 
goals. He expressed his com-
mitment to working with fac-
ulty members, students, offi-
cials and other stakeholders to 
develop the institution into a 
nationally recognized centre 
for academic excellence, re-
search, innovation and rural 
development studies.

He also thanked his teach-
ers, elders, family members, 
colleagues and well-wishers 
for their support and guidance 
throughout his career. He said 
he would dedicate himself to 

the overall development of 
the university with their con-
tinued encouragement.

Dr. Nadagouda is a senior 
professor in legal education 
and has made significant con-
tributions in teaching, re-
search, academic administra-
tion and institution building. 
He has served on syndicates 
and academic councils of sev-
eral universities in Karnataka 
and was also a member of the 
Karnataka Law Commission. 
His experience in higher edu-
cation administration is ex-
pected to strengthen the uni-
versity’s progress.

The university community 
expressed confidence that un-
der his leadership, the institu-
tion will achieve greater suc-
cess in education,

 research, innovation, rural 
development and socially fo-
cused learning, becoming a 
model university at the na-
tional level. TRUCK OWNERS DEMAND 

RELIEF FROM RISING COSTS
HUNSUR

 
The sharp increase in fitness 
renewal fees for old vehicles 
has created fresh financial 
pressure on vehicle owners, 
especially small and middle 
class lorry operators. They 
said the higher charges are 
making it difficult for many 
owners to keep their vehicles 
running on roads and may af-
fect the transport sector along 
with the livelihood of thou-
sands of families. Dr. Himhin 
Pasha, president of the BR 
Ambedkar Taluk Lorry Own-
ers Association, said the gov-
ernment should immediately 
withdraw the increased fees 
and provide relief to truck 
owners. He made the state-
ment during a press confer-
ence held at the city Journal-
ists Association office.

Dr. Pasha explained that af-
ter the Nirbhaya case, the Su-
preme Court and the Central 
Government made it compul-
sory in 2019 for public ser-
vice vehicles to install GIQIA 

systems with panic buttons 
for the safety of women and 
children. However, the rule 
has also been applied to 
freight vehicles with national 
permits, creating additional 
difficulties for lorry owners. 
He said goods vehicles do not 
carry passengers like buses 
and passenger cars, so the 
safety requirement should not 
be extended to them. He re-
quested the government to 
exempt freight vehicles from 
this rule and reduce the finan-
cial burden faced by transport 
operators.

He also highlighted the 
challenges caused by rising 
diesel prices, maintenance ex-

penses, insurance costs, toll 
charges, spare parts prices, 
and other operational expens-
es. He said the transport in-
dustry plays an important role 
in India's economic growth, 
but increasing costs are push-
ing many truck owners and 
drivers towards losses. 

He urged the government to 
reduce central excise duty on 
diesel and take steps to con-
trol fuel prices after changes 
in international crude oil 
rates.

 Dr. Pasha appealed to the 
taluk administration and 
elected representatives to ad-
dress the issues affecting the 
transport sector at the earliest. 

Doctor appointment assured 
for Kukke health centre 

SUBRAHMANYA
 

The Dakshina Kannada Dis-
trict Health and Family Wel-
fare Department has assured 
that steps will be taken to ap-
point a doctor at the Kukke 
Subrahmanya Primary Health 
Centre following strong de-
mands from villagers for im-
proved healthcare services.

The assurance came after 
residents warned of holding a 
massive protest on July 10 
over the shortage of doctors, 
lack of 24-hour emergency 
medical services and other is-
sues at the health centre. Dis-
trict Health Officer (DHO) 
Dr. Thimmaiah visited Kukke 
Subrahmanya and held an im-
portant meeting with villagers 
at the Gram Panchayat hall.

During the meeting, resi-
dents highlighted the difficul-
ties faced by people due to the 
absence of doctors, particular-
ly during weekends and night 

hours. They pointed out that 
Kukke Subrahmanya is a ma-
jor pilgrimage centre visited 
by lakhs of devotees every 
year, making round-the-clock 
medical facilities essential.

Villagers demanded imme-
diate appointment of a perma-
nent doctor and uninterrupted 
emergency healthcare ser-
vices at the primary health 
centre. They said the lack of 
medical staff has caused seri-
ous hardships to both local 
residents and visiting devo-
tees requiring urgent treat-
ment.

Responding to the con-
cerns, Dr. Thimmaiah said the 
appointment of a permanent 
doctor involves procedures 
under government regulations 
and requires some time. He 
assured that the matter would 
be brought to the notice of the 
government and the Health 
Minister through a formal 
communication.

Sharanappa 
Saladapura 

chosen for social 
service award

MANDYA
 

Karnataka State Liquor Con-
trol Board Chairman Sha-
ranappa Saladapura has been 
selected for the 2026 Dr. G. 
Madegowda State Level So-
cial Service Award presented 
by the Dr. G. Madegowda 
Foundation.The award cere-
mony will be held at Gandhi 
Bhavan in Mandya city on 
July 10, 2026, at 3:30 pm. 
The honour includes a cash 
prize of Rs. 25,000 and an 
award plaque for his contribu-
tion to social service and pub-
lic welfare.Born on January 
21, 1957, in Saladapura vil-
lage of Yadgir district, Sal-
adapura comes from a farm-
ing family. He has worked for 
many years as a farmer leader 
and social worker, focusing 
on farmers' rights, equality, 
and social justice.

Kanaburu Colony bridge repair work begins
N.R. PURA

 
Repair work on the K. Kanab-
uru Colony bridge under 
Muthina Gram Panchayat 
limits in N.R. Pura taluk has 
commenced after the structure 
reached a critical condition 
and raised concerns among 
local residents.

Officials from the Bhadra 
Upper Canal Project, led by 
Executive Engineer Manjula, 
inspected the bridge on Tues-
day. The visit was conducted 
after reports that the bridge 
was in danger of collapse. A 
team of officials reviewed the 
condition of the structure and 
initiated temporary repair 

measures.
During the inspection, vil-

lagers gathered at the spot and 
expressed their anger over the 
issues they have been facing 
after the commencement of 
the Bhadra Upper Canal Proj-
ect. They alleged that the 
project works have caused 
several difficulties for resi-
dents in the surrounding ar-
eas.Residents said that despite 
receiving heavy rainfall in the 
region, they continue to face 
drinking water problems. 
They claimed that the con-
struction of large canals under 
the project has caused several 
borewells located near the ca-
nal areas to dry up. They also 

alleged that a large number of 
trees have been destroyed, af-
fecting agricultural land.

Villagers pointed out that 
water does not remain in the 
Karibasavanahalla stream be-
neath the bridge during sum-
mer despite heavy rains 
during the monsoon season. 
They alleged that movement 
of heavy vehicles connected 
with the Bhadra Upper Canal 
Project has weakened the 
bridge structure.They de-
manded the construction of an 
alternative road, stating that 
the existing route has deterio-
rated due to increased traffic 
and there is no alternate con-
nectivity available.

Rain intensity 
decreases across 

in Kodagu 
MADIKERI

 
The intensity of rainfall has 
reduced across Kodagu district 
compared to the heavy show-
ers witnessed over the past two 
to three days. On Thursday, 
most parts of the district expe-
rienced more sunshine than 
rain, except for a few areas 
that received moderate rain-
fall.In the district headquarters 
Madikeri, the weather re-
mained cloudy with light driz-
zle, mist and occasional sun-
shine. Moderate rainfall was 
reported in the Bhagamandala 
region. A minor landslide oc-
curred on the Bhagamanda-
la-Talakaveri road, around 
three kilometres from Bhaga-
mandala, where soil slipped 
and stones were scattered on 
the road surface. Authorities 
are monitoring the situation to 
ensure safe movement of vehi-
cles.The water level at the 
Triveni Sangama in Bhaga-
mandala has decreased due to 
the reduction in rainfall. 
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Dr Vasanti highlights expanded rural employment benefits
DEVANAHALLI

 
The Central Government’s 
n e w  D e v e l o p e d  I n d i a 
Guarantee for Employment 
and Livelihood Mission 
has started from July 1, 
bringing fresh opportuni-
ties for rural workers. Zilla 
Panchayat Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Vasanti Amar 
said the scheme aims to 
provide 125 days of guar-
anteed employment to eli-
gible rural families instead 
of the earlier 100 days. 
She added that the pro-
gramme wi l l  focus  on 

complete rural develop-
ment and ensure better 
livelihood opportunities 
within villages. Necessary 

preparations have been 
completed in the district 
for smooth implementation 
of the scheme.

Dr. Vasanti Amar said 
training has already been 
provided to officers, staff, 
Panchayat Development 
Off icers  and technica l 
t eams involved  in  the 
scheme. Under the new 
programme, daily wages 
have increased from Rs 
370 to Rs 382, with equal 
paymen t  fo r  men  and 
women workers .  Wage 
payments must reach bank 
accounts within 15 days, 
and delays will  require 
compensation.  Exist ing 
employment certificates 
under the previous scheme 

have been verified, and 
ongoing works will contin-
ue without stopping. Offi-
cials have also been direct-
ed to complete pending 
e -KYC procedures  for 
workers.

The scheme will be car-
ried out under four major 
areas, including water se-
curity works, core rural 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  l i v e l i -
hood-related infrastructure 
and extreme weather disas-
ter management. The Yuk-
tadhara Kriya Yojana por-
tal will support Gram Pan-
chayats in planning proj-

ects using satellite images 
and GIS technology. The 
system will help identify 
suitable locations for fu-
ture development activities 
and improve planning at 
the village level. Officials 
said the initiative will help 
workers find employment 
and livelihood support in 
their own villages, reduc-
ing the need to migrate to 
distant towns. With better 
planning, technology sup-
port and increased job op-
portunities, the mission is 
expected to strengthen ru-
ral communities and en-

courage sustainable devel-
opment across the district. 

The administration has 
assured that no eligible 
worker will lose employ-
ment opportunities during 
the transition to the new 
scheme. The authorities 
will continue monitoring 
progress regularly to en-
sure timely benefits for all 
beneficiaries and maintain 
transparency in implemen-
tation. Rural families are 
expected to gain improved 
financial security as the 
scheme expands across vil-
lages. 

GRASSROOTS DEVELOPMENT PLAN

QUICK READ
Mandya Police arrest 

accused in fly bus 
attack

Senior citizens to 
receive free devices on 

July 12

Mandya
Mandya Rural Police 
have arrested an ac-

cused in the KSRTC Fly 
Bus attack case re-

ported on July 5. Ac-
cording to the com-

plaint, driver Vinod B. 
Babar and conductor 

Iranna Bairagondu 
were travelling from 
Bengaluru to Mysuru 
when unknown bike 

riders stopped the bus 
near Indavalu Under-
pass service road and 

assaulted them. Police 
registered a case un-
der BNS sections and 
began investigation. 

Using video evidence 
from the bus operator, 
police identified and 

arrested Varun R., 24, a 
resident of Indavalu 

village. The motorcycle 
used in the incident 

was seized, and further 
legal action is under-

way, officials said.

Chitradurga
The District Adminis-
tration and ALIMCO 

will distribute free de-
vices to senior citizens 

under the National 
Vayoshree Scheme on 
July 12 at SSKS Com-
munity Hall in Chitra-
durga city. MLA T Ra-
ghumurthy will inau-

gurate the programme, 
while MP Govind M 

Karajol will distribute 
the devices. The event 
aims to support elderly 
people with useful as-
sistance equipment for 

daily needs. Several 
public representatives 

and officials will at-
tend the programme 

as guests. District Dis-
abled Welfare Officer J 
Vaishali informed that 
eligible senior citizens 

will receive the devices 
free of cost during the 

event.

Chikkaballapura leads 
state in voter revision drive

Deputy Commissioner announced 30% voter data digitalisation completed, 
with a plan to finish 100% entry within ten days

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

Chikkaballapura district has 
secured the top position in 
Karnataka in the Special Inten-
sive Revision of the electoral 
roll, Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu said on Thursday. Ad-
dressing a press conference at 
the District Commissioner’s 
office, he said census forms 
had been distributed to 
10,31,113 voters out of the to-
tal 10,69,504 voters, achieving 
97 percent progress. The re-
maining 38,391 forms will be 
delivered within the next few 
days. Booth Level Officers 
have been visiting every 
household since June 30 to 
collect documents, photo-
graphs and voter details for 
uploading into the online sys-
tem. He appreciated the sup-
port extended by the public, 
elected representatives and 
Booth Level Agents during the 

ongoing revision process.
The Deputy Commissioner 

said information of 3,18,978 
voters has already been en-
tered into the software, achiev-
ing 30 percent digitalisation. 
The district administration has 
prepared a detailed plan to 
complete 100 percent data en-
try within the next ten days. 
He urged voters who have not 
yet submitted their details to 
cooperate with their Booth 
Level Officers by providing 

the required documents. Kar-
nataka Chief Electoral Officer 
V. Ambu Kumar praised the 
district for becoming a model 
in the state. He said the coor-
dination between district and 
taluk officials, along with the 
dedicated work of Booth Lev-
el Officers, played an import-
ant role in achieving this suc-
cess. He also stressed the need 
to upload clear photographs, 
signatures and documents to 
avoid rejection during verifica-

tion.
Ambu Kumar instructed of-

ficials to ensure that no eligi-
ble voter is left out and no in-
eligible person is included in 
the electoral roll. He said qual-
ity and accuracy should be 
maintained along with speed 
throughout the revision pro-
cess. Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu assured that all direc-
tions issued by the Election 
Commission would be fol-
lowed carefully to achieve the 
target within the prescribed 
time. After the review meet-
ing, the Chief Electoral Officer 
visited Polling Station Number 
90 at Patrenahalli in Chikka-
ballapura taluk to inspect the 
progress of the revision work. 
District and election officials 
were present during the visit, 
reaffirming their commitment 
to preparing a transparent, ac-
curate and reliable voter list 
for every eligible citizen.

Voter help centres 
opened to support 

SIR process
DAVANAGERE

 
District Election Officer G.M. 
Gangadharaswamy said the 
Special Revision of Voter List 
(SIR) process is progressing 
smoothly and voters can visit 
newly opened facilitation cen-
tres to clear their doubts and 
get necessary information. He 
appealed to people to make 
use of these centres for vot-
er-related assistance.

The Deputy Commissioner 
visited voter registration help 
centres opened at the MCC A 
Block Municipal Corporation 
Office, Vinayak Layout Gov-
ernment Primary School, 
Duda Office, Devaraj Urs 
Layout B Block Disabled 
School and SBS Nagar Gov-
ernment Primary School in 
Davanagere South Assembly 
Constituency on Thursday. He 
interacted with voters and 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 
during the visit.

Gangadharaswamy instruct-
ed BLOs to visit every voter’s 
house and provide complete 
information. If voters are un-
available at their homes, offi-
cials should contact them 
through phone numbers and 
place notices on doors when 
required. If voters are found 
to be residing elsewhere, their 
details should be recorded 
properly after verification.

He informed voters who 

have shifted houses within 
the same constituency that 
they need not worry about 
losing their names from the 
list. Such voters can update 
their new address easily by 
submitting Form-8.

The District Election Offi-
cer warned that strict action 
will be taken against those 
involved in illegal activities, 
including the use of fake 
voter identity cards. He 
asked citizens to immediate-
ly report any suspicious ac-
tivity to the nearest police 
station.

He also said locating voter 
addresses in urban areas is 
challenging compared to ru-
ral areas. BLOs have been 
directed to complete the sur-
vey carefully and ensure that 
census forms reach all eligi-
ble voters.

Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner Mahantesh 
and Zilla Panchayat Deputy 
Secretary Mamata Hosagou-
dar were present during the 
inspection.

Gangadharaswamy 
directed BLOs to verify 

voters, contact 
absentees, record shifts, 

and assured residents 
they can update 

addresses using Form-8 
without losing names

Koppal Bar Association sets new 
development goals

KOPPAL
 

The overall development of 
the Koppal District Bar As-
sociation will receive top 
priority, said president can-
didate Hanumesh Murdy af-
ter filing his nomination pa-
pers in the city on Thursday. 
He said the association 
would focus on protecting 
lawyers' professional inter-
ests while improving infra-
structure, providing better 
facilities for members and 
c r ea t ing  t r a in ing  p ro -
grammes for young lawyers. 
Murdy said a transparent ad-
ministration would be main-
tained by taking members 
into confidence and ensuring 
cooperation among all advo-
cates. He added that stronger 
relations between senior and 
junior lawyers would help 
build a more united and suc-

cessful association.
Speaking at the press con-

ference, Murdy highlighted 
the need for collective ef-
forts and said every mem-
ber's support was important 
for the progress of the Bar 
Association. He promised to 
make the organisation a 
model association through 
sincere work and guidance 
from all members. Cam-
paign Committee Chairman 
and Senior Advocate A.V. 
Kanavi said Murdy had con-
tributed significantly to the 
association's development 
during 2019-2021, and re-
quested lawyers to support 
him for further service and 
progress. The development 
manifesto was released 
during the event where can-
didates for different posts 
appealed for support to 
strengthen the Koppal Dis-

trict Bar Association.
Senior and junior lawyers 

attended the programme and 
expressed their views on the 
future growth of the associ-
ation. The Bar Association 
also responded to questions 
about district issues and said 
it had filed a public interest 
litigation to support Kop-
pal's development.

 The association stated 
that it had participated in 
various struggles related to 
district development and 
would continue raising pub-
lic concerns with govern-
ment representatives. It aims 
to draw attention to people's 
needs and work for better 
facilities and opportunities 
in the region. Lawyers be-
lieve that with unity and co-
operation, the association 
can achieve meaningful 
progress in the coming days. 

MANE URGES STUDENTS 
EMBRACE COMPUTER SKILLS 

HANAGAL
 

MLA Srinivas Mane said 
computer knowledge has 
become essential in today’s 
competi t ive world and 
urged students to use tech-
nology effectively to im-
prove the i r  sk i l l s  and 
achieve success. He was 
speaking after inaugurating 
a computer lab at Govern-
men t  H igh  Schoo l  i n 
Kanchinagaluru village of 
Hanagal taluk.

The computer lab was 
established with financial 
support from MLA Mane’s 
personal contribution and 
She For Society, Bengalu-
ru, in a 50:50 partnership. 
Mane said several  im-
provements are being made 
in the education sector 
across the taluk. Smart 
class facilities have already 
been introduced in more 
than 50 schools, and com-

puter labs have now been 
started in government high 
schools at  Baichavalli , 
Kanchinagaluru and Vardi 
villages.

He said these facilities 
wil l  improve students’ 
learning experience, pre-
pare them for competitive 
examinations and help de-
velop skills required for 
future employment oppor-
tunities. He added that ru-
ral students should receive 

quality education and ac-
cess to modern learning 
tools to compete with stu-
dents from other regions.

She For Society founder 
Harshini said the organiza-
tion has been travelling 
across the country through 
social awareness programs 
and working towards creat-
ing a Digital Karnataka. 
She explained that comput-
er labs have been estab-
lished in more than 50 gov-

ernment schools across the 
s ta te .  She apprecia ted 
MLA Srinivas Mane’s sup-
port and said his contribu-
tion helped establish three 
computer labs in Hanagal 
taluk.

Several local leaders and 
officials attended the inau-
guration program, includ-
ing Guarantee Scheme Im-
plementation Committee 
District President Hanu-
manthappa Maradagi, Kar-
nataka Milk Producers Co-
operat ive  Mahamandal 
Director Chandrappa Jal-
aga ra ,  KPCC member 
Takanagouda Patil, Block 
Congress President Manju 
Gorannavara and education 
department officials. MLA 
Mane said computer educa-
tion is not an option any-
more but  an important 
skill, and such facilities 
will help shape the future 
of rural students.

Jangamakote land fight gains new 
political attention

SHIDLAGHATTA
 

Farmer activists opposing the 
proposed acquisition of 2390 
acres of fertile land in Jan-
gamkote Hobli met MLA BN 
Ravikumar on Thursday and 
requested support to stop the 
government move. The pro-
testers from the Karnataka 
State Farmers Association and 
Green Army said they have 
been fighting for about 116 
days to protect agricultural 
land and the interests of small 
farmers from 13 villages. 
They urged authorities to 
withdraw the acquisition plan 
and said industries should be 
developed on unused land in-
stead of fertile fields that sup-
port farming families.

Ravikumar said he has al-
ways stood with farmers and 
supported using non agricul-
tural land for industries. He 
denied allegations against him 
and explained that he had dis-
cussed the matter with Union 
Minister HD Kumaraswamy. 
The minister reportedly ex-
pressed support for farmers 
and agreed to visit the protest 
site. The MLA said he would 
continue working for a fair 
solution while respecting the 

concerns of cultivators. Farm-
ers believe Kumaraswamy's 
involvement has increased 
attention on their struggle and 
created fresh hope among 
those opposing the project.

The land acquisition issue 
has now become a major po-
litical discussion involving 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar and HD Kumaraswamy. 
Farmers argue that if acquisi-
tion is stopped in other re-
gions like Bidadi it should 
also be reconsidered in Jan-
gamkote. The entry of Ku-
maraswamy into the move-
ment has raised questions 
about future developments 
and whether the government 
will change its decision. 
Farmer leaders including 
Bhaktarahalli Byregowda and 

Devaraju participated in dis-
cussions with officials and 
representatives. The protesters 
said their aim is not to oppose 
development but to save fer-
tile agricultural land and pro-
tect rural livelihoods. They 
requested elected representa-
tives to place farmers' con-
cerns before the government 
and find a balanced approach. 
The coming days will decide 
whether the acquisition pro-
cess continues or receives 
changes after the growing 
pressure from farmers and po-
litical leaders. 

The administration is ex-
pected to review the situation 
carefully and ensure that de-
cisions protect both develop-
ment needs and agricultural 
interests. 

Chetan Ahimsa 
honoured for 
social justice 

work
HAVERI

 
Actor and social activist Chetan 
Ahimsa was honoured at a pro-
gram held in the city by Udachap-
pa Malgi, State President of the 
Karnataka State Scheduled Caste, 
Scheduled Tribe, Backward Class-
es and Minorities Welfare Commit-
tee. The felicitation recognised his 
efforts in raising issues concerning 
poor and disadvantaged communi-
ties.After receiving the honour, 
Chetan Ahimsa said people should 
follow the ideals of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar and work towards pro-
tecting the values of the Constitu-
tion. 
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Violence during anti-
encroachment drive in 
Valmiki Tiger Reserve

Ladakh climate well 
suited to my health, 

says Dalai Lama

Delhi HC reserves verdict 
on Rajendra Bharti’s 

plea to stay conviction

Patna
A major clash broke out 
on Thursday during an 

anti-encroachment oper-
ation in the Valmiki Tiger 
Reserve (VTR) in Bihar’s 
West Champaran district 
after local residents pro-
tested against the Forest 
Department’s action to 

remove alleged encroach-
ments from forest land. 
The confrontation took 
place at Dhanhiya, near 
Thadi village, under the 

Valmikinagar forest range, 
and resulted in injuries to 
several people as well as 
the burning of a JCB ma-

chine deployed for the 
operation. A joint team of 

the Forest Department 
and the district police had 

reached the area to re-
move alleged illegal en-
croachments from VTR 

forest land. As the opera-
tion began, local residents 

gathered at the site and 
staged a protest.

Dharamsala
Tibetan spiritual leader, 
The Dalai Lama, who is 

recuperating in Ladakh’s 
Leh from the medical pro-

cedure of his left knee, 
said on Thursday that like 
in the past he found the 
climate here at this time 
of year well suited to his 

health and would remain 
here for the next several 

weeks. In a thank you 
message to his followers 

and well-wishers, who 
greeted him on his 91st 

birthday, the Nobel Peace 
Laureate wrote, I would 
like to thank you all for 

your greetings on my 91st 
birthday. As I mentioned 
to those gathered here in 
Leh on July 6, when I look 
back on my life, I see that 

the core of my practice 
has been to be of benefit 
to others. That is the al-
truistic motivation with 
which I wake up every 

day.

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on 

Thursday reserved its ver-
dict on a plea filed by for-
mer Congress MLA Rajen-
dra Bharti seeking a stay 
on his conviction in the 

1998 Rural Development 
Bank fraud case, and said 
it would pronounce its de-

cision on Friday. A sin-
gle-judge Bench of Justice 

Manoj Jain reserved the 
order after hearing argu-
ments on Bharti’s appli-
cation seeking suspen-

sion of his conviction 
awarded by a Special 
MP-MLA court in New 

Delhi. Bharti has sought a 
stay on his conviction, 

contending that it led to 
his disqualification as a 
member of the Madhya 
Pradesh Legislative As-

sembly and triggered the 
by-election process for 

the Datia Assembly con-
stituency.

Kerala BJP Denies Fake 
Circular, Threatens 

Legal Action Strongly
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
Kerala Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
President Rajeev Chandrasekhar on 
Thursday strongly denied the authen-
ticity of an alleged party circular cir-
culating on social media and broad-
cast by certain television news chan-
nels, describing it as a fabricated 
document created to defame the par-
ty. He asserted that the claims con-
tained in the purported circular were 
entirely false and intended to mislead 
the public.

In a detailed statement, Chan-
drasekhar dismissed reports suggest-
ing financial irregularities linked to 
the BJP's campaign during the recent 
Kerala Assembly elections. He main-
tained that no instance of financial 
misconduct had been identified any-
where within the party and reaffirmed 
that the BJP had adhered to a trans-
parent and accountable financial sys-
tem throughout the election process.

The Kerala BJP chief said the party 
had completed a comprehensive audit 
of all election-related accounts within 
days of the conclusion of the Assem-
bly polls. According to him, the au-
diting exercise covered every organ-
isational level, including the national 
leadership, state unit, district commit-
tees and Assembly constituency units. 
He said the extensive audit reflected 
the party's commitment to financial 
discipline, accountability and trans-
parent functioning.

Highlighting the party's electoral 
performance, Chandrasekhar said the 
BJP had created history by securing 
three seats in the 140-member Kerala 
Legislative Assembly for the first 
time. He noted that the achievement 
demonstrated the effectiveness of the 
party's organisation and campaign 
strategy. He also revealed that the 
BJP's National Organisation General 

Secretary had personally congratulat-
ed party leaders and workers for con-
ducting the election campaign in an 
organised and disciplined manner.

Chandrasekhar alleged that the fake 
circular was part of a deliberate dis-
information campaign aimed at tar-
nishing the BJP's image. According 
to him, forces opposed to the party's 
growing political influence and or-
ganisational expansion had manufac-
tured the document to spread confu-
sion among the public and undermine 
the party's credibility.

He urged BJP workers across Ker-
ala to remain alert and exercise cau-
tion against what he described as 
coordinated attempts to circulate false 
information. Stressing the importance 
of verifying information before shar-
ing it, Chandrasekhar said misinfor-
mation campaigns were increasingly 
being used to create unnecessary con-
troversy and damage public trust in 
political institutions.

Responding to speculation regard-
ing internal organisational matters, 
the BJP leader clarified that disci-
plinary proceedings within the party 
are a routine aspect of the functioning 
of any democratic political organisa-
tion. He said such internal processes 
are administrative matters handled 
within the party's established frame-
work and should not be interpreted as 
evidence of wrongdoing or financial 
misconduct.

Assam Awaits Centre's Decision on 
Scheduled Tribe Status Proposal

GUWAHATI
 

The Assam government on Thursday 
clarified that the long-pending pro-
posal to grant Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
status to six communities remains 
under the consideration of the Central 
government, with the final decision 
resting entirely within the constitu-
tional authority of the Centre. The 
state government said it has complet-
ed all responsibilities assigned to 
it but cannot provide any 
timeline for the completion 
of the process.

Replying to a question 
raised by MLA Chakrad-
har Gogoi during the As-
sam Legislative Assembly 
session, Education and Trib-
al Affairs Minister Ranoj 
Pegu explained that the inclusion 
of any community in the Scheduled 
Tribe list is governed by constitution-
al provisions and requires approval 
through the prescribed parliamentary 
process. He stressed that the Assam 
government has no authority to de-
termine the timeline for the Cen-
tre's decision.

Pegu informed the Assembly that 
the Central government had re-
quested a detailed report from the 
Assam government before proceed-
ing with the proposal. The report 
was sought to evaluate whether 
granting Scheduled Tribe status to 
the six communities would have 
any impact on the constitutional 
safeguards, reservation benefits and 
other rights currently enjoyed by 
the existing Scheduled Tribe com-
munities in the state.

To conduct a comprehensive ex-
amination of the issue, the Assam 
government constituted a Group of 

Ministers (GoM). The committee 
was tasked with studying the social, 
legal and administrative implica-
tions of extending Scheduled Tribe 
status to the six communities while 
ensuring that the interests of exist-
ing tribal groups remained protect-
ed.

According to the Minister, the 
Group of Ministers completed its 
work and submitted its report to the 

state government. The report 
was subsequently placed be-

fore the Assam Legislative 
Assembly during its Win-
ter Session in November 
2025, where it received 
the approval  of  the 

House. Following this ap-
proval, the government be-

gan the process of forward-
ing the report along with its rec-

ommendations to the Central gov-
ernment for further consideration.

Pegu reiterated that the state gov-
ernment has fulfilled its responsi-
bilities in accordance with the di-
rections received from the Centre. 
He said the remaining stages of the 
process, including examination of 
the recommendations, constitution-
al scrutiny and parliamentary ap-
proval, are entirely within the juris-
diction of the Union government.

Responding to a question regard-
ing the likely timeline for granting 
Scheduled Tribe status, the Minis-
ter said the Assam government is 
not in a position to predict when 
the proposal will be finalised. 
Since the matter falls under the 
constitutional powers of the Cen-
tral government, any decision will 
depend on the procedures followed 
by the Union government and Par-
liament. 

Madras High Court Begins Hearing 
Multiple Election Challenge Petitions

CHENNAI
 

The Madras High Court has com-
menced proceedings in a series of 
election petitions challenging the 
validity of the victories of several 
Members of the Legislative As-
sembly (MLAs) elected in the re-
cent Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions. The court has issued notices 
to respondents in multiple cases, 
while granting time to petitioners 
in others to rectify procedural de-
fects before the matters proceed 
further.

Justice P.B. Balaji heard a batch 
of five election petitions on 

Thursday and directed the respon-
dents to file their replies. The mat-
ters have been posted for further 
hearing on August 21, marking the 
next stage in the legal process sur-
rounding the disputed election 
results.

One of the petitions has been 
filed by Gandhimathinathan, a 
voter from the Ambasamudram 
Assembly constituency. The peti-
tioner has sought to declare the 
election of AIADMK candidate 
Isakki Subbaiah void. Although 
Subbaiah won the Assembly elec-
tion from the constituency, he has 
subsequently resigned from his 

position as an MLA. The reasons 
behind the challenge will be ex-
amined as the proceedings contin-
ue before the court.

The High Court also took up 
two separate election petitions 
questioning the election of DMK 
MLA O. Panneerselvam from the 
Bodinayakanur Assembly constit-
uency. The petitions were filed 
independently by T. Kannan, a 
voter from the constituency, and 
Milani, a voter based in Chennai. 
Both petitioners have challenged 
the validity of Panneerselvam's 
election and sought judicial scru-
tiny of the electoral process. To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Himachal Chief Minister
 Defends Kishau Dam Deal

SHIMLA
 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Thursday defended his gov-
ernment's handling of the 
Kishau dam project, asserting 
that the revised agreement 
would significantly strengthen 
the state's financial position 
while protecting its long-term 
interests. He also launched a 
sharp attack on the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), alleging 
that a BJP-led government 

would have accepted an earlier 
agreement that would have 
caused substantial financial 
losses to the state.

Addressing a public func-
tion, Sukhu said the Congress 
government rejected the agree-
ment proposed in 2023 after 
determining that it was not in 
Himachal Pradesh's best inter-
est. According to the Chief 
Minister, the revised arrange-
ment secured by his govern-
ment would generate an addi-
tional annual revenue of ap-

proximately Rs 600 crore for 
the state, which he described as 
a major achievement in im-
proving Himachal Pradesh's 
economic prospects.

He said the revised agree-
ment reflected the govern-
ment's commitment to safe-
guarding the state's resources 
and ensuring that development 
projects contribute fairly to 
public welfare. Sukhu main-
tained that the decision to rene-
gotiate the terms demonstrated 
the Congress government's re-

solve to protect the interests of 
the people rather than compro-
mise on financial issues.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted his government's 
governance agenda under the 
slogan of Vyavastha Parivar-
tan, stating that the administra-
tion had translated its promises 
into concrete welfare mea-
sures. He said several schemes 
had been implemented for or-
phaned children, widows, sin-
gle women, meritorious  
students.

Meghalaya Chief Minister Reviews Baghmara 
Hospital Infrastructure Expansion Projects

SHILLONG
 

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma on Thurs-
day directed officials to expe-
dite all ongoing and proposed 
infrastructure projects at 
Baghmara Civil Hospital in 
South Garo Hills, emphasis-
ing that the works should be 
completed on priority to en-
sure the delivery of depend-
able and quality healthcare 
services to the people of the 
district.

Chairing a review meeting 
with senior officials of the 

Health and Family Welfare 
Department, the Chief Minis-
ter assessed the progress of 
the hospital's upgradation and 
instructed authorities to 
closely monitor every com-
ponent of the project. He 
stressed that delays should be 
avoided and that all construc-
tion and development activi-
ties must be completed with-
in the stipulated timelines to 
meet the growing healthcare 
needs of the region.

Sangma also asked the de-
partment to accelerate the 
recruitment of specialist doc-

tors while strengthening the 
nursing and paramedical 
workforce. He said that im-
proving human resources in 
the healthcare sector is as im-
portant as developing physi-
cal infrastructure and that 
adequate staffing is essential 
for providing efficient medi-
cal services to patients.

During the meeting, offi-
cials informed the Chief 
Minister that the hospital’s 
operation theatre, which be-
came functional in 2025, has 
a l ready  per formed 85  
surgeries.

Assam Records Sharp 
Rise in Registered 

MSMEs, Says Chief 
Minister

GUWAHATI
 

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Thursday said the state has witnessed a significant 
rise in the number of registered Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), describing the 
sector as one of the key contributors to employ-
ment generation and overall economic growth. He 
said the expanding MSME ecosystem reflects the 
success of the state's efforts to promote entrepre-
neurship and strengthen local industries.

In a post on social media platform X, the Chief 
Minister stated that Assam currently has 17.29 
lakh registered MSMEs operating across a wide 
range of sectors. He said the government intends 
to build on this momentum by creating an even 
more supportive environment for businesses and 
encouraging the establishment of new enterprises 
across the state.

There has been a manifold rise in the number of 
registered MSMEs in Assam over the last few 
years. This is a great metric, and we want to ex-
pand it further, Sarma said while highlighting the 
progress achieved in the sector.

The Chief Minister emphasised that every new 
enterprise established in the state represents an 
investment in em- ployment oppor-
tunities, entre- preneurship and 
l o n g - t e r m e c o n o m i c 
p rosper i ty. According to 
him, the con- tinued growth 
of  MSMEs will contrib-
ute not only to higher in-
comes but also to social stabil-
ity and sustain- able development.

Every new enterprise we create is an investment 
in jobs, opportunity and a more peaceful, prosper-
ous and stable Assam, he said, underscoring the 
government’s focus on inclusive economic 
growth.

Sarma also shared a graphic illustrating the in-
crease in registered MSMEs over the past few 
years. He described the sector as a major pillar 
supporting Assam’s economic transformation and 
noted that its expansion has created opportunities 
for entrepreneurs in both rural and urban areas.

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises play an 
important role in Assam’s economy by contribut-
ing to sectors such as manufacturing, food pro-
cessing, handloom and handicrafts, trade, services 
and agro-based industries. These enterprises sup-
port local production, encourage innovation and 
generate large-scale employment, particularly for 
youth and small entrepreneurs.

The Assam government has introduced several 
policy initiatives in recent years to encourage the 
growth of MSMEs. These measures include sim-
plifying regulatory procedures, improving the ease 
of doing business, enhancing access to institution-
al finance and providing incentives for entrepre-
neurs to establish new ventures. Officials believe 
these reforms have encouraged more businesses 
to register under the formal system and benefit 
from government support schemes.
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QUICK READ
South Korea’s Supreme 

Court upholds lower 
court ruling

Casualties reported 
after shoe factory fire 

in China’s Fujian

SEOUL
South Korea’s Supreme 

Court on Thursday upheld 
a seven-year prison sen-
tence handed down to 
former President Yoon 

Suk Yeol for obstructing 
authorities’ attempts to 

arrest him over his short-
lived imposition of martial 

law in 2024. The ruling 
came after the Seoul High 

Court in April increased 
his prison sentence to 

seven years ⁠from five, af-
ter finding Yoon guilty of 
additional charges. The 
Supreme Court upheld 

the appeals court’s find-
ing that Yoon was also 

guilty of fabricating docu-
ments and failing to fol-
low the legal process re-
quired to impose martial 
law, which has to be dis-
cussed at a formal cabi-
net meeting, as well as 

⁠spreading false informa-
tion to foreign media out-

lets.

BEIJING
A fire at a shoe factory in 
southeastern China left 
casualties on Thursday, 
state broadcaster CCTV 
reported, as firefighters 

worked to extinguish the 
blaze and rescue people 
trapped inside. The fire 

broke out at around noon 
(0400 GMT) on Thurs-
day in the city of Jinjiang 
in Fujian province, with 

some people trapped on 
the rooftop, CCTV said. It 

was not immediately 
clear how many have 
been killed ⁠or injured. 

Videos released by CCTV 
showed flames engulfing 
the multi-storey factory 
and thick black smoke 
billowing into the sky. 

Several people, appar-
ently trapped by the 

blaze, could be seen on 
the rooftop as smoke 
swirled around them. 

The State Environment 
Impact Assessment Authority, 

Karnataka vide F. No. SEIAA 95 
CON 2026 dated 16.05.2026 

has issued Environmental 
Clearance to M/s. Astrom India 
Private Limited for “Expansion 
of Industrial Building” located 
at Plot No. 32, 33, 34 & 35, 

Japanese Industrial Township, 
Vasanthanarasapura, 3rd 

Phase Industrial Area, Tumkur 
District, Karnataka, as per 
applicable provisions of the 
EIA Notification, 2006 and 

amendments made thereafter.
A copy of the Environmental 

Clearance certificate is 
available with the Karnataka 

State Pollution Control Board/
Committee and may also be 
viewed on the website of the 

Ministry at:
https://parivesh.nic.in

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Putin Rejects Peace Talks as Ukraine War Escalation Looms
Russian President Vladimir Putin reportedly remains committed to military objectives despite renewed diplomatic 

efforts and international peace initiatives.
MOSCOW

 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is rejecting growing calls 
to negotiate an end to the war 
in Ukraine, with sources close 
to the Kremlin indicating that 
Moscow is instead preparing 
for a possible escalation of the 
conflict. According to three 
individuals familiar with the 
Russian leadership's thinking, 
recent Ukrainian drone attacks 
on Russian oil refineries and 
port infrastructure have rein-
forced Putin's determination to 
continue military operations 
rather than pursue immediate 
peace talks.

The conflict, which has now 
entered its fifth year, has wit-
nessed renewed diplomatic 
activity in recent weeks. How-
ever, the sources said Putin 
remains convinced that Russia 
can still achieve its battlefield 

objectives and is unwilling to 
compromise at this stage. Two 
of the individuals, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said there is a strong likeli-
hood that military operations 
will intensify in the coming 
months. One source who re-
portedly meets the Russian 

president regularly described 
the probability of escalation as 
high.

The reports contrast with re-
cent remarks by U.S. President 
Donald Trump, who stated 
earlier this week that Putin 
wanted the war to end and 
suggested that a resolution was 

closer than people realize. 
Trump held separate telephone 
conversations with Putin and 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy last week be-
fore meeting the Ukrainian 
leader during the NATO sum-
mit on Wednesday. Following 
the meeting, Zelenskyy said 
the discussions focused on 
ideas that could help move 
peace efforts forward.

Despite these diplomatic en-
gagements, people familiar 
with Putin's position said the 
Russian leader has become 
even more determined to se-
cure complete control of 
Ukraine's eastern Donbas re-
gion. Although Russian ad-
vances have slowed in recent 
months, one source said Putin 
believes his forces will even-
tually capture the remaining 
territory. The same individual 
claimed that Putin recently 

dismissed suggestions from 
advisers who proposed accept-
ing a ceasefire based on the 
current front lines as a possible 
compromise.The Kremlin has 
publicly maintained that Rus-
sia remains open to a peaceful 
settlement but insists that its 
military campaign will contin-
ue until its objectives are 
achieved. Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov stated that 
Russia possesses sufficient 
capability to continue what 
Moscow describes as its spe-
cial military operation while 
remaining ready for a peaceful 
resolution if conditions are ac-
ceptable.Ukraine, however, 
remains skeptical of Russia's 
intentions. Responding to 
questions about the reported 
a s ses smen t s ,  a  s en io r 
Ukrainian official said intelli-
gence gathered in recent 
months indicates that Russia is 

preparing for additional mili-
tary operations rather than 
peace negotiations. According 
to the official, Kyiv believes 
Moscow may not only expand 
operations within Ukraine but 
could also pose a broader se-
curity threat to other European 
nations.Military analysts in 
Western countries have ques-
tioned whether Russia can 
achieve full control of the 
Donbas without introducing a 
nationwide compulsory mili-
tary draft. Such a measure 
would require the mobilisation 
of additional fighting-age men, 
a politically sensitive decision 
that Putin has largely avoided 
since the early stages of the 
conflict. At the same time, 
Russian military commenta-
tors have increasingly dis-
cussed the possibility of ex-
panding the conflict beyond 
Ukraine. 

China, Taiwan brace for Typhoon Bavi, 
possibly the most powerful storm in years

SUAO
 

China and Taiwan have 
s tepped  up  emergency 
preparations as Typhoon 
Bavi approaches the region, 
with forecasters warning 
that it could become one of 
the most destructive tropi-
cal storms to strike the area 
in recent years. Carrying 
winds of nearly 200 kilome-
tres per hour, the powerful 
storm is expected to bring 
torrential rain, dangerous 
flooding and widespread 
disruption as it moves to-
wards Taiwan before mak-
ing landfall in eastern Chi-
na.

Meteorological agencies 
reported that Bavi was posi-
tioned southeast of Taiwan 
on Thursday and had ex-
panded to nearly 1,000 kilo-
metres across at its widest 
point, making it one of the 
largest storms seen in de-
cades. Forecasts indicate 
that the typhoon will skirt 
northern Taiwan before 
moving towards China's Fu-
jian province, where land-
fall is expected on Saturday 
evening.

Taiwan's Central Weather 
Administration warned that 
northern mountain regions 
around Taipei could receive 
up to one metre of rainfall, 
significantly increasing the 
risk of landslides, flash 
floods and overflowing riv-
ers. Officials have urged 
residents living in vulnera-
ble areas to remain alert and 
follow evacuation instruc-
tions if necessary.

The Taiwanese defence 
ministry said approximately 
29,000 military personnel 
have been placed on stand-
by to support rescue opera-
tions, disaster response and 
relief efforts. Authorities 
believe Bavi could become 
the island's strongest ty-
phoon since Typhoon Kong-
rey struck in 2024, an event 
that claimed three lives and 
caused extensive property 
damage.Weather experts 
noted that storms of Bavi's 
size have become increas-
ingly uncommon in recent 
years. Jason Chang, a fore-
caster with Taiwan's Central 
Weather Administration, 
described the approaching 
system as potentially the 

largest typhoon by physical 
size to affect Taiwan since 
1987. Although forecasters 
expect some weakening in 
wind intensity beginning 
Thursday, they cautioned 
that the storm will remain 
extremely dangerous as it 
moves across Taiwan and 
eastern China through the 
weekend.Preparations were 
also underway in communi-
ties expected to bear the 
brunt of the storm. In the 
northeastern Taiwanese port 
town of Suao, hundreds of 
fishing vessels crowded into 
the harbour seeking protec-
tion from rough seas. Resi-
dents queued to collect 
sandbags distributed by lo-
cal authorities, while farm-
ers hurried to harvest rice 
crops before heavy rain and 
strong winds arrived. Emer-

gency services were placed 
on high alert, and officials 
advised people to avoid un-
necessary travel.

Meanwhile, China contin-
ues to recover from the dev-
astation caused by Typhoon 
Maysak earlier this week. 
Rescue teams remained en-
gaged in search operations 
across the southwestern 
Guangxi region, where at 
least 39 people were killed. 
Local officials said nine 
people were still missing as 
crews searched damaged 
communities and cleared 
debris left behind by the 
powerful storm.The back-
to-back severe weather 
events have highlighted the 
increasing vulnerability of 
East Asia to extreme cli-
mate conditions. 

Scientists have linked the 
growing intensity and fre-
quency of tropical cyclones 
to climate change, while the 
expected development of El 
Niño this year is likely to 
create warmer ocean tem-
peratures that can provide 
additional energy for stron-
ger and more destructive 
typhoons.

Authorities intensified 
emergency preparations 

as Typhoon Bavi 
threatened widespread 

destruction across 
Taiwan and eastern 
China this weekend 

ahead.

Taiwan pushes back at China 
patrols with Coast Guard trip 

for foreign lawmakers

TAIPEI
 

Taiwan's government took 
a small group of foreign 
lawmakers on a Coast 
Guard ship around sensi-
tive Taiwan-controlled is-
lands next to the Chinese 
coast on Thursday, push-
ing back against China's 
Coast Guard whose pa-
trols have angered Taipei.

China views democrati-
cally governed Taiwan as 
its own territory and rec-
ognises no claims of sov-
ereignty or maritime juris-
diction by Taipei.

In 2024, China's Coast 
Guard began regular pa-
trols around Taiwan's Kin-
men islands, which face 
C h i n a ' s  X i a m e n  a n d 
Quanzhou cities, follow-
ing the death of two Chi-
nese nationals fleeing Tai-
wan's Coast Guard after 
entering restricted waters.

Since last month, Chi-
na's Coast Guard has also 
patrolled in waters off 
Taiwan's east coast in 
what it said was a law en-
forcement operation - a 
move that sparked con-
cern in the U.S., Britain, 
France and Germany, and 
infuriated Taipei.

On board the Taiwan 
Coast  Guard ship PP-
10081 for a 90-minute 
tour in waters around the 
Kinmen islands were sev-
en foreign lawmakers and 
two Taiwanese members 
of parliament.

The trip, believed to be 
the first of its kind, under-
scores Taiwan's efforts to 
draw international atten-
tion to the dispute at a 
time when China's ⁠ex-
panding maritime patrols 
are testing Taiwan's abili-

ty to defend its waters and 
raising alarm among some 
Western governments.

The PP-10081 is one of 
several 100-ton patrol 
ships stationed in Kin-
men. It did not carry any 
weapons on deck, and the 
crew were not visibly 
armed.

Encounters  be tween 
Taiwanese and Chinese 
Coas t  Gua rd  ve s se l s 
around Kinmen are typi-
cally limited to radio ex-
changes and verbal warn-
ings.

Britain's Tom Tugend-
hat,  a former security 
minister and a strident 
China critic, told Reuters 
on the boat that being 
there was an important 
show of support for Tai-
wan.I'm in Taiwan. I'm in 
Taiwanese waters. This 
has nothing to do with 
Beijing. This is to do with 
simply defending the in-
ternational rules-based 
system that the Chinese 
government in Beijing 
claims to have signed up 
to, he said.Joining him 
were two other British 
lawmakers, as well as one 
each from Ukraine, the 
Czech Republic, India and 
New Zealand, all mem-
bers of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Alliance on Chi-
na. They were on a trip 
organised by Taiwan's for-
eign ministry and the 
Ocean Affairs Council, 
which runs the Coast 
Guard.Asked about the 
trip, China's foreign min-
istry said Beijing firmly 
opposes lawmakers from 
countries that have diplo-
matic t ies with China 
making sneaky visits to 
Taiwan.

I, SUMAYA ISHAQ, W/o. Tippu 
Mohammed Ishaq, Resident of No. 

33, Cle De Voute Apartment, Flat No. 
401, 4th Floor, 1st Cross, Millers Road, 

Benson Town, Bengaluru -560046, 
Karnataka, have changed my name to 
SUMAYA IBRAHIM, vide affidavit 

dated: 09.07.2026 before notary MEER 
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, Mrs. SABEHA IBRAHIM, 
aged 47 years, W/o. Shameer 

Nechapadil, Residing at No. 401, 4th 
Floor, Cle De Voute Apartment No. 

33, Millers Road, 1st Cross, Benson 
Town, Bengaluru -560046, hereby 
declare that N. SHAMEER and 
SHAMEER NECHIPADPIL, 

Both the names are belong to 
one and the same person i.e., my 
Husband only. Vide affidavit dated: 
09.07.2026 before notary MEER 

HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

Sub:Regarding the Revision of  Bengaluru Business 
Corridor(PRR-1) in RMP-2015 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general 
public that Government vide Order No. UDD 198 MNJ 
2026, Bengaluru, dated 17.10.2025, has approved revised 
alignment of the Bengaluru Business Corridor (Peripheral 
Ring Road-1) under Section 18(3) of the Bangalore 
Development Authority Act, 1976, in which up to 35m 
width on the 100 m wide road alignment is proposed for 
commercial purposes. Accordingly, under Section 13(1) 
of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961, 
Government has accorded provisional approval vide Order 
No.UDD198 MNJ 2026, Bengaluru, Dated 29.05.2026 to 
incorporate the modifications in RMP-2015 as approved by 
the Government (dated 17.10.2025), submitted under Section 
21 of the Karnataka General Clauses Act 1899 by Bangalore 
Development Authority. As per the said approval, Notification 
has already been published in the Karnataka State Gazette 
on 04.07.2026 under Section 13(1) of the Karnataka Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1961. Hence, the provisionally 
approved Maps showing the Bengaluru Business Corridor 
(PRR-1) are available at the Town Planner Member’s Office, 
BBC (PRR-1) office  and Engineer Member’s office at 
Bangalore Development Authority, for public information and 
public may submit their comments in writing to the Office of 
the Town Planner Member, Bangalore Development Authority, 
Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru-560020, 
in person or through registered post, or by email at  
bda_rmp2041@ka.gov.in, within 60 days from the date of 
publication in the Karnataka State Gazette. 
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7)  @BDAOfficialGok

Sd/- Town Planner Member (I/c), BDA, Bengaluru

PUBLICATION 
(Under Section 13(1) of Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961) 

No. BDA/TPM/BBC/927/1252/2026-27 Date: 09.07.2026

I, Smt. Kala M, wife of 
Balasubramanyam, residing 

at Adivala Farm, Adivala Post, 
Javanagondanahalli Hobli, Hiriyur 

Taluk, Chitradurga District, Karnataka 
– 577511, hereby declare that my 
name was previously recorded as 
Dhanalakshmi M in certain 

records. Dhanalakshmi M and 
Kala M are one and the same 

person. Henceforth, my name shall 
be known and recognized as Kala M 

for all official purposes.

NAME CHANGE

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

CLASSIFED Ukraine's top 
prosecutor says no signs 

of Kyiv being behind 
Nord Stream blasts

KYIV
 

Ukraine's Prosecutor General denied on 
Thursday Kyiv's involvement in blowing 
up the Nord Stream gas pipelines in 2022, 
and proposed forming a joint investigation 
team with Germany, which suspects that 
Ukrainian state entities were behind the 
explosions.

The explosions, months after Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, 
damaged the Nord ⁠Stream 1 pipeline, a 
vital route for Russian gas exports to Eu-
rope, as well as the Nord Stream 2 branch, 
which had yet to enter service.

The Prosecutor General's office said in 
a statement that, based on the investigation 
so far, no evidence indicated that Ukraine, 
its official entities or any of its officials 
were involved in the September 2022 ex-
plosions in the Baltic Sea, or had issued 
any related orders on behalf of Ukraine.

At the same time, the investigation into 
these circumstances ⁠is not yet complete, 
and the necessary evidence is still being 
gathered and examined, it said.

Last week, German federal prosecutors 
charged a former Ukrainian army officer 
with being a co-perpetrator of a war crime 
over the blasts, accusing him of acting on 
behalf of unspecified Ukrainian ⁠state enti-
ties.Arrested in Italy in August and trans-
ferred to Germany in November, the sus-
pect, identified as Serhii K., has denied the 
charges.

NATO weathers another Trump storm 
but braces for more after Ankara summit
ANKARA

 
NATO has weathered another storm from Donald Trump but European members of the 
military alliance are bracing for more turbulence ahead in relations with the U.S. presi-
dent.It says much about the state of U.S.-European ties when a NATO summit that began 
with a U.S. leader ordering a cutoff in trade with one member, Spain, and rebuking 
others was widely hailed as a success after he re-committed to the alliance hours later.

NATO Leaders Receive Engraved 
Turkish Revolvers as Summit Gifts
MADRID

 
An unexpected diplomatic gift 
presented at the conclusion of the 
NATO summit in Turkey has at-
tracted international attention af-
ter several world leaders re-
turned home carrying en-
graved revolvers and live 
ammunition in their offi-
cial luggage. The unusual 
gesture by Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
was intended to showcase Tur-
key's growing defence manufac-
turing capabilities, but it also cre-
ated logistical and security chal-
lenges for some visiting delega-

tions.
Belgian Prime Minister Bart De 

Wever was among those caught by 
surprise after arriving back in Bel-
gium and discovering that a hand-
gun and accompanying ammuni-

tion had been packed with his 
official belongings. Rather 
than taking possession of 
the weapon, De Wever im-
mediately handed it over to 

airport police in Brussels, 
where it was placed in secure 

storage.According to officials from 
several participating countries, ev-
ery leader attending the NATO 
summit in Ankara received the 
same commemorative firearm. 
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RED BULL CRASH: VERSTAPPEN 
blames car balance 'terrible'

CHARLES LECLERC WON A DRAMATIC BRITISH GRAND PRIX AS MAX 
VERSTAPPEN'S LATE CRASH TRIGGERED A CONTROVERSIAL SAFETY CAR FINISH
SILVERSTONE

Charles Leclerc finally broke 
his long winning drought of 
twenty months at the historic 
British Grand Prix last week-
end, but the dramatic race 
ended in massive confusion 
and boos from angry specta-
tors. A late crash by Max Ver-
stappen brought out the offi-
cial safety car, which slowly 
led the drivers across the fin-
ish line instead of allowing an 
exciting final shootout.

With just four intense laps 
remaining, Verstappen spun 
into the gravel after his Red 
Bull car suffered a sudden 
rear wing failure. It was his 
second consecutive crash 
caused by the exact same me-
chanical problem. The frus-
trated Dutch driver blasted his 
own team over the radio, ad-
mitting he is completely fed 
up with the vehicle's terrible 
balance and severe lack of top 
speed. Red Bull bosses later 
promised to thoroughly inves-
tigate the dangerous issue.

Meanwhile, many fans felt 

cheated by the slow finish. 
Track electronic screens brief-
ly teased a single lap racing 
restart, but officials quickly 
canceled the order due to 
strict sporting regulations. 
While many disappointed 
supporters called for urgent 
rule changes to prevent safety 
car finishes, Mercedes driver 
George Russell strongly de-
fended the final decision. He 
argued that vital safety rules 
must remain identical whether 
an incident happens at the 
start or the very end of a race.

Behind the leaders, other 
iconic British teams faced 
major development head-
aches. Williams con-
tinued its disap-
pointing down-
ward slide this 
season. Driver 
Carlos Sainz 
expressed 
deep worry 
that their 
n e w e s t 
ae rody-
n a m i c 
upgrades 

are simply not working, leav-
ing them far behind the com-
petitive midfield. McLaren 
also looked totally lost on the 
track, with Lando Norris call-
ing his vehicle one of the 
hardest cars he has ever driv-
en in his career. McLaren 
boss Andrea Stella admitted 
they are at least two months 
behind rivals in car updates 
and are heavily struggling 
with engine reliability.

Despite the heavy drama, 
Leclerc and Ferrari celebrated 
a wonderful victory at the 
historic home track. 
H o w e v e r , 
the sport 

n o w 
f a c e s 
i m -

mense pressure from critics to 
fix these critical technical re-
liability issues and thor-

oughly rethink 
race rules to 
keep global 
racing fans 
happy and 

satisfied.

Ganguly joins ICC Hall of 
Fame on birthday

NEW DELHI

Cricket legend Sachin 
Tendulkar shared a heart-

felt public message to con-
gratulate his former captain 
Sourav Ganguly, who was 
officially named as the new-
est inductee into the presti-

gious ICC Hall of Fame. The 
special announcement per-
fectly coincided with Ganguly 
celebrating his 54th birthday, 
prompting an emotional and 

deeply grateful response 
from his long-time open-
ing batting partner.

Tendulkar noted that 
after knowing each other 
since age fourteen, this 
ultimate honor came as 
absolutely no surprise. 
Ganguly quickly replied to 

the message, stating that 
joining Tendulkar on the 

exclusive list provided him 
with the greatest job satisfac-
tion of his entire sporting ca-
reer. Together, the iconic pair 
famously shattered records to 
form one of the most destruc-
tive and successful opening 
partnerships in modern crick-
et history.

Currently leading the 
Cricket Association of Ben-

gal, Ganguly will officially 
become the twelfth Indian 
player to receive this supreme 
global honor. Known widely 
by fans as the "God of the 
Off-side," he scored over 
eleven thousand runs in one-
day internationals and more 
than seven thousand runs in 
Test matches. Beyond his in-
credible personal statistics, 
Ganguly is deeply revered for 
taking over the national cap-
taincy during a turbulent 
match-fixing crisis in 2000 
and instantly injecting an ag-
gressive, fearless mindset into 
the Indian team.

Under his inspirational 
leadership, India secured un-
forgettable victories world-
wide. These highlights includ-
ed winning the dramatic 2002 
NatWest Trophy, reaching the 
intense 2003 World Cup final, 
and scripting a legendary 
comeback victory against 
Australia at Eden Gardens. 
After hanging up his boots, 
Ganguly served as the BCCI 
president and currently works 
as a director for the Delhi 
Capitals franchise.

The International Cricket 
Council will formally cele-
brate the newest icons on July 
11 during its annual confer-
ence held in Edinburgh. Gan-
guly proudly joins a legend-
ary list of past Indian induct-
ees that features giants like 
Kapil Dev, Sunil Gavaskar, 
Rahul Dravid, and MS Dhoni.

Sachin Tendulkar 
congratulated 

Sourav Ganguly on 
entering the ICC 
Hall of  Fame, an 
honor coinciding 

with Ganguly's 
54th birthday and 

celebrating his 
legendary cricket 

career

FOWLER: KNOCKOUTS ARE 
WHERE LEGENDS ARE BORN
NEW DELHI

Former England striker Rob-
bie Fowler believes the FIFA 
World Cup has officially en-
tered its most thrilling phase, 
stating that the high-stakes 
knockout rounds are exactly 
where legendary heroes are 
born. The iconic player turned 
pundit explained that the tour-
nament's overall intensity 
skyrockets after the group 
stage, making every single 
upcoming match feel just like 
a historic cup final.

Fowler, speaking as a 
prominent expert analyst, not-
ed that the tiny, split-second 
decisions now have the im-
mense power to permanently 
alter football history. He high-
lighted how the global game 
has changed dramatically, 
pointing directly to Norway's 
stunning upset victory over 
tournament favorites Brazil. 
According to Fowler, this 
massive shock proves that tra-
ditional footballing superpow-
ers can no longer afford to 

underestimate their oppo-
nents, as global skill gaps 
have narrowed significantly.

The celebrated Liverpool 
icon confessed that his per-
sonal support remains firmly 
with England, but he expects 
many more wild twists and 
turns from other hungry 
squads. Fowler expressed 
great excitement about con-
necting directly with passion-
ate football supporters in In-
dia during the final stages of 
the global competition. His 
previous coaching stint with 
East Bengal FC helped him 
forge a deep, permanent bond 

with the country's energetic 
sports fans.

During his spectacular 
playing days, Fowler earned a 
reputation as one of the most 
clinical and natural goal scor-
ers of his generation. He fa-
mously smashed 183 goals for 
Liverpool, securing his proud 
place as the seventh-highest 
scorer in the English club's 
rich history. He also repre-
sented England twenty-six 
times, playing in major tour-
naments like the 2002 World 
Cup before transitioning into 
a global coaching career span-
ning Australia, Thailand, and 
the Middle East.

With the current tourna-
ment reaching its absolute 
business end, Fowler's sharp 
tactical insights will help 
guide fans through the chaos. 
As billions of eager spectators 
tune in worldwide, the leg-
endary forward promises that 
the remaining matches will 
deliver special, unforgettable 
moments that will be talked 
about for decades to come.

All-Argentine 
referee crew 
sparks World 
Cup debate

FOXBOROUGH

France and Morocco are ig-
noring the referee controversy 
ahead of their massive World 
Cup quarter-final. FIFA 
sparked a huge debate by 
choosing an all-Argentine of-
ficiating team for this high-
stakes knockout match.

The decision raised eye-
brows because of France’s 
fierce football rivalry with 
Argentina. However, French 
coach Didier Deschamps 
quickly brushed off any wor-
ries about bias. He stated he 
fully trusts the match offi-
cials, reminding his players to 
focus entirely on Morocco.

Morocco coach Mohamed 
Ouahbi also dismissed the 
outside noise, saying his 
squad feels incredibly calm. 
He praised the quality of the 
experienced professionals 
handling the game.

Both teams are focused on 
history rather than the whis-
tle. France wants a third 
straight semi-final appear-
ance, while Morocco seeks 
revenge for their  2022 
semi-final loss. Instead of 
getting distracted by fan chat-
ter, both camps are deter-

mined to let their football 
do the talking.

Ben Stokes mocks ICC 
investigation with joke

NEW DELHI

England cricket icon Ben 
Stokes has responded with a 
hilarious two-word social 
media reaction following re-
ports that global officials 
were investigating his sudden 
international retirement an-
nouncement. The Internation-
al Cricket Council allegedly 
contacted English cricket 
bosses after emotional be-
hind-the-scenes footage from 
inside the team dressing 
room was publicly released 
while a major match was still 
actively being played.

The dramatic video cap-
tured the thirty-five-year-old 
star informing his teammates 
about his decision to step 
away from international 
cricket before the fourth day 
of the final Test against New 
Zealand at Trent Bridge. The 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board published the clip 
while Stokes was still com-
peting out on the field. Re-

acting to the viral news re-
ports on social media, the 
cheeky former captain jok-
ingly posted, "Sack him..."

The unexpected controver-
sy stems from strict global 
anti-corruption regulations 
designed to protect players. 
Official rules firmly state that 
member boards must ensure 
no fixed or temporary record-
ing equipment is ever used 
inside active dressing rooms 
to broadcast audio or video 
footage. Governing bodies 
are strictly reminded that any 
footage captured within these 
highly restricted areas must 
not contain audio, nor should 
it ever be released to the pub-
lic before the match officially 
concludes.

Despite the intense off-
field drama and the minor 
rule scare, sporting insiders 
confirm that the communica-
tion is merely a friendly re-
minder and will not lead to 
any formal disciplinary ac-
tions against the home board.

FOXBOROUGH

Morocco has suffered a mas-
sive, devastating setback just 
before their highly anticipated 
FIFA World Cup quarter-final 
showdown against title con-
tenders France. In-form star 
forward Ismael Saibari has 
been officially ruled out of the 
crucial knockout match due to 
a painful hamstring injury. 
Head coach Mohamed Ouah-
bi confirmed the heavy blow 
during an emotional pre-
match press conference. 

The twenty-five-year-old 
newly signed Bayern Munich 
attacker sustained the injury 
during Morocco's triumphant 
round of 16 victory against 
Canada. Saibari had been one 
of the absolute standout per-
formers for the history-mak-
ing African side, scoring bril-
liant goals in all three group 
stage matches and converting 
a pressure-filled penalty in 
their dramatic knockout 
shootout victory over the 
Netherlands. While his pres-
ence will be sorely missed on 
the pitch, Coach Ouahbi ex-
pressed strong optimism that 
the forward could return for 
the semi-finals if the Atlas Li-
ons manage to progress. 

In addition to the team's in-
jury woes, FIFA has sparked 
intense global debate by ap-
pointing an exclusively Ar-
gentine refereeing crew for 
this highly charged Europe-
an-African clash. This marks 
the first time in the 2026 tour-
nament that a single nation 

will completely control an 
entire officiating lineup. 
However, Coach Ouahbi con-
fidently downplayed any po-
tential controversy, praising 
the immense experience of 
the selected match offi-
cials and urging his 
team to remain calm 
and focused purely on 
their play.

Historically, France 
has held a firm upper hand 
in this rivalry, securing four 
victories out of their six pre-
vious competitive meetings. 
The fixture also serves as a 
high-stakes rematch of the 
iconic 2022 World Cup 
semi-final in Qatar, where 
France ended Morocco's 
fairytale run with a hard-
fought 2-0 victory. This time 
around, even without their 
star attacker, the defiant Mo-
roccan squad is completely 
determined to rewrite history, 
avenge their past heartbreak, 
and book an elusive spot in 
the final four.

Injury knocks Morocco’s 
Saibari out of quarter final

MUMBAI

The Indian Pickleball Associ-
ation has officially announced 
its elite national squad for the 
upcoming Pickleball World 
Cup 2026. Following an in-
tense and highly competitive 
selection process, global cir-
cuit veteran Harsh Mehta has 
been named captain to lead 
the country's charge 
in the prestigious 
professional catego-
ry. The highly antic-
ipated global tour-
nament will take 
place in Da Nang, 
Vietnam, from Au-
gust 30 to Septem-
ber 6.

Mehta will spearhead a tal-
ented men's lineup that in-
cludes Arjun Singh, who pulls 
double duty as the un-
der-eighteen team captain, 
alongside skilled competitors 
Anish Frolian and Aman Pa-
tel. Expressing his immense 
pride and gratitude, Mehta 
emphasized that while indi-
vidual talent wins matches, 
true team unity is what se-
cures world championships. 
He voiced high confidence 
that the closely-knit squad 
would perform at their abso-
lute peak and make a deep run 

in the tournament.
The women’s contingent 

boasts incredible depth with 
Mihika Yadav, Aaliyah Ebra-
him, and the formidable sib-
ling duo of Pearl and Naomi 
Amalsadiwala. The Amalsad-
iwala sisters have utterly 
dominated the domestic cir-
cuit over the past year, consis-
tently securing podium finish-

es in both doubles 
and mixed events. 
Notably, Naomi and 
Arjun Singh are 
considered strong 
medal frontrunners 
a f t e r  r e c e n t l y 
shocking the world 
by defeating leg-
endary, top-three 

globally ranked international 
partnerships.

The ambitious Indian team 
heads to Vietnam with high 
expectations, determined to 
upgrade the impressive 
bronze medal they secured 
during the previous edition of 
the tournament. To ensure 
peak physical condition, the 
selected athletes will soon en-
ter a rigorous, high-perfor-
mance training camp focusing 
on advanced technical skills, 
physical conditioning, mental 
resilience, and sports nutri-
tion.

Harsh Mehta to captain 
Indian Pickleball squad

Jimmy Neesham signs 
Auckland cricket contract

AUCKLAND
 

New Zealand’s 
six major cricket 

associations have 
announced their open-

ing round of men’s domestic 
contracts for the 2026/27 sea-
son, with several high-profile 
player movements and young 
talents earning professional 
deals.

Veteran all-rounder Jimmy 
Neesham has committed to a 
permanent full-time contract 
with Auckland after several 
seasons of casual domestic 
appearances. The 34-year-
old, who previously bal-
anced international commit-
ments with franchise cricket, 
will bring valuable experi-
ence and leadership to Auck-
land’s squad alongside re-
turning spinner Adithya 
Ashok.

Several teams strengthened 
their squads through key trans-
fers. Wellington signed fast 
bowler Henry Shipley from 
Canterbury to bolster its pace 
attack and retained youngster 
Muhammad Abbas after his 
national central contract stint.

Top-order batter Nick Kelly 
is set to return to Northern Dis-
tricts after four seasons as Wel-
lington captain across all for-
mats. Central Districts also 

added all-rounder Jake Gibson 
from Otago to increase squad 
depth.

The contracting round also 
highlighted emerging talent. 
Auckland handed a maiden 
full-time deal to former Un-
der-19 player Luke Watson af-
ter an impressive debut season. 
Otago rewarded young per-
formers Tom Jones and seam 
bowler Thomas O’Connor, 
while Canterbury signed bowl-
ing all-rounder Lachie Harper.

Central Districts retained 
Taylor Bettelheim and Sam 
Cassidy following strong per-
formances in domestic Twen-
ty20 cricket.

Each association has named 
up to 15 contracted players in 
the first phase. A two-week 
transfer window will now al-
low uncontracted players to 
explore opportunities before 
teams finalise their 16-member 
squads. 
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Rising oil prices pressure rupee against dollar
RUPEE FALLS EARLY

QUICK READ
Flipkart’s food 

business grows 50% 
as health rises

India leads major 
economies in intangible 

investment growth

Bengaluru
Flipkart’s food and nutri-
tion business is growing 

50% year-on-year, driven 
by rising demand for 

healthier products and in-
creased purchases from 
smaller cities, company 
executive Nishant Dalal 
said. Consumers are in-

creasingly buying nuts, dry 
fruits, protein-rich break-
fasts, cold-pressed oils 

and premium food items 
as health awareness 

grows. Gen Z shoppers 
are emerging as a major 

growth driver, contributing 
significantly to the seg-
ment’s expansion. Flip-
kart is also witnessing 

strong growth from Tier-2 
and beyond markets. 

Food influencers and cre-
ators are helping custom-
ers discover new products 
and healthier alternatives, 
while AI tools are increas-
ingly being used for prod-

uct searches.

New Delhi
India has emerged as the 

fastest-growing major 
economy in intangible in-
vestments, according to 
the World Intangible In-
vestment Report 2026 

cited by Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal. The country re-

corded 7.9% growth in in-
tangible investment, 

reaching USD 78.2 billion 
in 2023, driven by soft-
ware, research and de-
velopment, intellectual 
property and innovation 
capabilities. The report 

by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization 

and Luiss Business 
School highlighted India’s 
strong focus on software 

and databases, which 
accounted for nearly 

45% of total intangible 
investment. Goyal said 
policy reforms, digital 

transformation and start-
up support are strength-

ening India’s innova-
tion-led economic 

growth.

AustralianSuper’s boosts India 
investment through NIIF commitment

NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday wel-
comed AustralianSuper's ad-
ditional AUD 500 million in-
vestment in India's National 
Investment and Infrastructure 
Fund (NIIF), describing it as 
a reflection of growing global 
confidence in the country's 
economic growth and invest-
ment potential.

Taking to her official social 
media account, Sitharaman 
thanked Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for promoting 
greater foreign investment 
and strengthening the NIIF 
platform. She said India has 
continued to remain one of 
the fastest-growing major 
economies under Modi's lead-
ership and appreciated Aus-
tralianSuper for its continued 
trust in India's growth story.

The fresh investment com-
mitment will take Australian-

Super's total investments 
across various asset classes in 
India to AUD 3.3 billion, fur-
ther expanding the Australian 
pension fund's presence in the 
country.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also highlighted the de-
velopment, saying the invest-
ment demonstrates rising 
global confidence in India's 
economic reforms and growth 
trajectory. He said the com-
mitment reflects the opportu-

nities available in India's ex-
panding domestic market and 
encouraged more global in-
vestors, including pension 
funds, to participate in the 
country's long-term develop-
ment journey.

The announcement came 
after Modi's address at the In-
dia-Australia CEO Forum and 
Economic Roadmap Business 
Reception during his visit to 
Australia. The Prime Minister 
positioned India as a reliable 
and attractive destination for 
long-term investments while 
emphasizing the growing eco-
nomic partnership between 
the two nations.

AustralianSuper Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Paul Schroder 
said India's stable policy envi-
ronment and long-term eco-
nomic vision have strength-
ened investor confidence. 
Speaking on the sidelines of 
the business event, Schroder 
praised Modi's approach to-

wards engaging with busi-
nesses and creating conditions 
that support major global in-
vestments.

He said the India-Australia 
relationship offers significant 
opportunities for collabora-
tion and mutual learning, par-
ticularly in areas linked to 
infrastructure development 
and economic growth.

AustralianSuper said the 
latest capital commitment 
builds on the AUD 240 mil-
lion investment it made seven 
years ago. The additional 
funding is expected to support 
India's infrastructure expan-
sion and contribute to the 
country's long-term economic 
development goals.

The investment marks an-
other major step in strength-
ening financial ties between 
India and Australia and re-
flects increasing participation 
of global institutional inves-
tors in India's growth story.

Sitharaman hails PM Modi as AustralianSuper commits additional AUD 500 
million to NIIF, boosting India's infrastructure investment and investor confidence

GCCs emerge as key 
drivers of India's 

innovation economy
NEW DELHI

Global Capability Centres 
(GCCs) have evolved from 
back-office support units into 
high-value hubs for research, 
design and innovation, mak-
ing them a key pillar of In-
dia's economy and an import-
ant contributor to the vision 
of Viksit Bharat, a senior La-
bour Ministry official said on 
Thursday.

Ajoy Sharma, Additional 
Secretary and Director Gener-
al (Employment), Ministry of 
Labour and Employment, said 
the GCC sector has witnessed 
remarkable growth over the 
years and is now undertaking 
advanced activities that place 
it much higher in the global 
value chain.

Speaking in the national 
capital, Sharma said the tradi-
tional perception of GCCs as 
cost-effective back-office op-
erations has changed signifi-
cantly.

"GCCs have grown tremen-
dously. Earlier, they were 
viewed mainly as entities per-
forming back-office work, but 
today they are engaged in re-
search and design activities, 
which are much higher up the 
value chain," he said.

According to Sharma, the 
transformation of GCCs re-
flects India's broader econom-
ic progress and strengthens 
the country's position as a 
global innovation and tech-
nology destination. He noted 
that the sector has become an 
important pillar of the Indian 
economy during a period of 
rapid economic transforma-
tion.

Referring to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision of 
Viksit Bharat, Sharma said 
achieving the goal of making 

India a developed nation re-
quires collective efforts from 
the government, industry and 
all stakeholders.

He said the GCC sector is 
well aligned with the coun-
try's long-term development 
objectives and is expected to 
play a significant role in sup-
porting innovation, employ-
ment and economic growth.

Sharma stressed that the re-
sponsibility for achieving the 
Viksit Bharat vision does not 
rest solely with the govern-
ment. Instead, it requires 
close collaboration between 
ministries, businesses and 
other stakeholders through a 
whole-of-government ap-
proach.

"Every ministry is working 
hand in hand, and it is a 
whole-of-government ap-
proach. Industry and all stake-
holders also have an import-
ant role to play in achieving 
the vision of Viksit Bharat," 
he said.

India has emerged as one of 
the world's leading destina-
tions for Global Capability 
Centres, with multinational 
companies increasingly estab-
lishing centres focused on 
technology development, en-
gineering, digital transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence, 
research and product innova-
tion, further strengthening the 
country's position in the glob-
al knowledge economy.

GCCs evolve into 
innovation hubs, 
driving research, 

design and high-value 
services while playing 
a crucial role in India's 

Viksit Bharat vision: 
Labour Ministry

Gujarat launches Data Centre Policy 2026-29 to attract investments, 
strengthen AI infrastructure, boost digital economy and emerge as global hub

Gujarat launches Viksit Data 
Centre Policy 2026-29 initiative

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government on 
Thursday launched the Viksit 
Gujarat – Data Centre Policy 
2026-29, aiming to position 
the state as a leading destina-
tion for data centres, artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) infra-
structure and digital services. 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel unveiled the policy in 
Gandhinagar in the presence 
of senior ministers, govern-
ment officials and represen-
tatives of the technology in-
dustry.

Science and Technology 
Department Secretary P. 
Bharathi described data as a 
critical resource powering 
digital payments, cloud com-
puting, AI applications, online 
transactions, government ser-
vices and innovation. She not-
ed that although India gener-

ates nearly 20 per cent of the 
world's data, it accounts for 
only around three per cent of 
global data centre capacity, 
underscoring the need for rap-
id expansion of digital infra-
structure.

The policy offers several 
fiscal incentives to attract in-
vestments, including capital 
and interest subsidies, power 
tariff support, reimbursement 
of State GST and electricity 
duty, stamp duty exemptions, 
and assistance for desalina-
tion plants. It also provides 
non-fiscal incentives to en-
courage the establishment of 
hyperscale data centres and 
AI infrastructure in the state.

Bharathi announced that 
two cable landing stations 
are planned in Gujarat, 
while another project will be 
announced soon. The addi-
tional international connec-

t i v i t y  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
strengthen Gujarat's attrac-
tiveness as a preferred desti-
nation for global data centre 
investments.

According to the policy 
document, Gujarat has 69 
GW of installed power ca-
pacity, including 47 GW 
generated from renewable 
sources, along with industri-
al hubs such as Dholera and 
GIFT City that can support 
large-scale digital infrastruc-
ture. The state aims to play a 
significant role in the ex-
pected global expansion of 
data centre capacity while 
contributing to its target of 
becoming a USD 3.5 trillion 
economy by 2047.

Science and Technology 
Minister Arjun Modhwadia 
said AI and quantum comput-
ing would drive the next 
phase of economic growth. 

Finance panel 
to finish securities 

code bill review 
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Finance is ex-
pected to complete its clause-
by-clause scrutiny of the pro-
posed Securities Market Code 
Bill, with around 25 clauses 
remaining for examination, 
C h a i r m a n  B h a r t r u h a r i 
Mahtab said. The committee 
has reviewed more than 100 
of the Bill’s 157 clauses after 
receiving clarifications and 
amendment suggestions from 
the government. The Bill 
seeks to consolidate India’s 
securities market laws by re-
placing multiple legislations, 
including the SEBI Act, Se-
curities Contracts (Regula-
tion) Act and Depositories 
Act. The committee plans to 
prepare its draft report by 
July 15 and is likely to pres-
ent it during the Monsoon 
Session of Parliament.

MUMBAI

The rupee slipped 4 paise to 
95.52 against the US dollar in 
early trade on Thursday, pres-
sured by a sharp rise in global 
crude oil prices following re-
newed tensions in West Asia 
that raised concerns over 
global trade and energy sup-
plies.

According to market ana-
lysts, crude oil prices climbed 
to their highest levels in 
weeks after US President 
Donald Trump announced an 

end to the ceasefire with Iran 
following reported Iranian at-
tacks on commercial vessels 
in the Strait of Hormuz and 
on American military installa-
tions in the Gulf region. The 
escalation has heightened 
fears of disruptions to oil 
shipments through the strate-
gic waterway.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the domestic 
currency opened at 95.52 
against the dollar, down four 
paise from its previous close. 
On Wednesday, the rupee had 

recorded a sharp decline of 52 
paise to settle at 95.48 against 
the US currency.

Despite pressure from ris-
ing oil prices, analysts said 
positive sentiment in domes-
tic equity markets helped lim-
it further losses in the rupee.

The US dollar index, which 
measures the greenback 
against a basket of six major 
currencies, was trading 0.09 
per cent lower at 100.98. 
Meanwhile, Brent crude fu-
tures rose one per cent to 
USD 78.80 per barrel, reflect-

ing investor concerns over 
possible supply disruptions.

Analysts warned that any 
prolonged blockage of the 
Strait of Hormuz could sig-
nificantly affect global oil 
supplies and keep crude pric-
es elevated, adding pressure 

on oil-importing economies 
such as India.

Domestic equity markets 
rebounded after heavy losses 
in the previous session. The 
BSE Sensex gained 454.78 
points, or 0.59 per cent, to 
76,958.38, while the NSE 
Nifty advanced 151.10 points, 
or 0.63 per cent, to 24,033.15.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) remained net buy-
ers, purchasing equities 
worth Rs 1,962.80 crore on 
Wednesday, according to ex-
change data.

ADB lowers Asia-Pacific growth 
forecast amid energy disruptions

NEW DELHI

The Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has lowered its eco-
nomic growth forecast for de-
veloping economies in Asia 
and the Pacific to 4.9 per cent 
in 2026, citing prolonged dis-
ruptions in global energy mar-
kets caused by geopolitical 
tensions and rising inflation-
ary pressures.

The revised projection is 
0.2 percentage points lower 
than the forecast released in 
April and compares with the 
region's 5.5 per cent growth 
recorded in 2025. According 
to the latest Asian Develop-
ment Outlook July 2026, on-
going conflicts in the Middle 
East have affected energy 
supplies, commodity prices, 
fertilizers and global supply 
chains.

ADB said energy market 
disruptions are expected to 
ease gradually despite a 

framework agreement reached 
in June. However, uncertainty 
over implementation and pos-
sible renewed tensions contin-
ue to pose significant risks to 
economic stability.

The bank has raised its re-
gional inflation forecast for 
2026 to 4.3 per cent, an in-
crease of 0.7 percentage 
points from its earlier esti-
mate. ADB Chief Economist 
Albert Park said developing 
Asia remains resilient but fac-
es challenges from geopoliti-
cal conflicts, requiring gov-
ernments to balance growth 
support with inflation control.

The report warned that pro-
longed instability could fur-
ther tighten energy markets, 
increase risk premiums and 
add pressure on economies. 
Higher global interest rates 
are also raising borrowing 
costs and government bond 
yields, potentially widening 
fiscal deficits in several coun-

tries.Rising fertilizer prices 
remain a concern for agricul-
tural output and food security, 
while trade uncertainties and 
higher tariffs could weigh on 
economic activity.

Most subregions saw their 
2026 growth projections re-
duced, with developing East 
Asia being the only excep-
tion. China's growth forecast 
remains unchanged at 4.6 per 
cent for 2026 and 4.5 per cent 
for 2027, supported by infra-
structure spending and ex-
ports. India's growth forecast 
was revised to 6.6 per cent for 
2026 due to higher energy 
costs affecting domestic de-
mand, while the 2027 projec-
tion remains at 7.3 percent.

ADB maintained its broad-
er regional growth forecast 
for 2027 at 5.1 percent, ex-
pecting economic activity to 
recover as geopolitical and 
inflationary pressures gradu-
ally ease. 

India food services market 
set to hit USD 150 billion

NEW DELHI

India's food services market is 
projected to expand from 
around USD 90 billion in 
FY26 to USD 150 billion by 
FY31, driven by rising con-
sumer spending, online food 
delivery growth and increas-
ing preference for eating out-
side the home, according to a 
report by Redseer Consulting.

The report said the share of 
online food delivery in the 
overall food services market is 
expected to rise from 11 per 
cent in FY26 to 18 per cent by 
FY31, reflecting changing 
consumer habits and wider 
adoption of digital platforms.

Over the past five years, In-
dia's food services sector has 
witnessed strong growth, in-
creasing from USD 56 billion 
in FY21 to nearly USD 90 bil-
lion in FY26. During the same 
period, the online segment's 
contribution grew from 4 per 
cent to 11 per cent.

Redseer said the sector is 
benefiting from increased de-
mand for convenience, higher 
spending on dining experiences 
and the expansion of organised 
food service brands. Younger 
consumers, especially in met-
ropolitan and Tier-1 cities, are 
increasingly opting for outside 
meals not only for convenience 
but also for social events and 
celebrations. The report high-
lighted that the organised food 
services segment currently con-
tributes around 45-50 per cent 
of the total market and is ex-
pected to grow faster than the 
unorganised segment. Howev-
er, significant opportunities 
remain as only a small number 
of organised companies have 
achieved large-scale revenues.

Among approximately 
1,000-1,500 organised food 
service companies, only about 
2 per cent have crossed reve-
nues of Rs 500 crore, while 
nearly 89-90 per cent earn less 
than Rs 50 crore annually.

Meta faces scrutiny over 
alleged CSEAM advertisements 
NEW DELHI

The government will decide 
its next course of action 
against Meta after reviewing 
the company's formal re-
sponse to a notice issued over 
alleged promotion of Child 
Sexual Exploitative and 
Abuse Material (CSEAM) 
through paid advertisements 
on Instagram, IT Secretary S. 
Krishnan said on Thursday.

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the CII GCC Business Sum-
mit, Krishnan said the Minis-
try of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY) is 
awaiting Meta's reply before 
taking any further steps.

"We will await the formal 
response to the notice that we 
have issued, and thereafter we 
will take a view based on 
what the response is," he said.

The government had issued 
the notice to Meta after con-
cerns were raised over paid 
advertisements on Instagram 
allegedly promoting and facil-
itating access to child sexual 
abuse material. MeitY had 
directed Instagram to disable 
advertisements and content 
connected with such material.

Earlier, IT Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw had instructed 
ministry officials to seek an 
explanation from Meta re-
garding the alleged presence 
of such content on the plat-
form. The ministry also 
sought details of measures 

taken by the company to ad-
dress the issue.

Following the notice, Meta 
released a statement outlining 
its efforts to combat child ex-
ploitation across its platforms. 
The company described child 
exploitation as a serious crime 
and said it uses artificial intel-
ligence-based detection sys-
tems, along with large-scale 
enforcement measures, to 
identify and remove abusive 
content.

Meta also stated that it 
would continue investing in 
technology, improve adver-
tisement review mechanisms 
and strengthen safety mea-
sures for young users.

The government's action 
follows reports alleging that 
Meta's recommendation sys-
tems may have contributed to 
the spread of videos contain-
ing child sexual abuse materi-
al, raising questions about 
platform safety measures and 
content moderation practices.

Meanwhile, Krishnan high-
lighted India's growing digital 
and technology capabilities, 
saying the country has the po-
tential to become the "office 
space of the world" by man-
aging not only back-office 
operations but also global 
front-end functions.

He added that artificial in-
telligence would play a major 
role in accelerating India's 
growth as a global technology 
and services hub.
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Pan-Indian star Dulquer Salmaan 
has a highly packed and exciting 
lineup of big-budget movie releas-

es scheduled for this year. Among his 
most anticipated upcoming projects is 
his fifth straight Telugu venture, tempo-
rarily titled DQ41. Sending waves of ex-
citement across South Indian cinema cir-
cles, the filmmakers officially announced 
today that the movie's definitive title 
alongside its highly anticipated first-look 
poster will be publicly unveiled soon. 

To break the news, the production 
house shared a beautiful update poster 
that instantly exuded incredibly pleasant 
and warm romantic vibes. The promo-
tional team also introduced a captivating 
main hashtag, #LoveWillSpeakAgain, 
which strongly hints that the movie will 
be a feel-good, emotionally layered con-
temporary romantic drama skillfully in-
tertwined with gripping mystery ele-
ments. Directed by talented newcomer 
Ravi Nelakuditi, the narrative reportedly 
presents Salmaan in a clean, high-inten-
sity romantic avatar set against a visually 
spectacular scale. 

The massive project features glamor-
ous actress Pooja Hegde playing the main 
female lead, marking the very first time 
these two popular stars are sharing screen 
space together. Beyond the fresh lead 
pair, the high-budget film boasts an in-
credible ensemble cast comprising leg-

endary industry powerhouses. Re-
nowned actors Ramya Krishnan, 
Jagapathi Babu, Rao Ramesh, 
Sachin Khedekar, and rising star 
Dheekshith Shetty are locked 
in to play highly pivotal roles 
in this intricate story. 

The film is being bank-
rolled on a lavish scale 
by the prominent pro-
duction house SLV 
Cinemas, the highly 
successful banner 
that is also cur-
rently producing 
the upcoming ac-
tion film The Para-
dise. 
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Neeru Sharma’s Bandra Boy 
tackles media narratives

After spending more 
than two decades re-
porting on Bollywood, 

veteran entertainment journal-
ist Neeru Sharma has success-
fully transitioned from writ-
ing headlines to directing 
films. Sharma makes her 
formal directorial de-
but with Bandra Boy, 
a gripping twen-
ty-one-minute Hindi 
thriller that draws 
deeply from her exten-
sive career observing 
media culture and pub-
lic perception.

To prepare for this 
major career shift, Shar-
ma completed a profes-
sional direction course at 
the renowned Whistling 
Woods International insti-
tute. Her debut project 
explores a highly relevant 
world where crafted narra-
tives often become far more 
powerful than the actual truth. 
The intense film explicitly 
examines how modern media, 

authority figures, and public 
opinion collectively twist 
facts.

The narrative focuses heav-
ily on contemporary digital 
themes, including misinfor-
mation, so-

cial  preju-
dice, and the dangerous speed 
at which public judgment can 
permanently ruin an individu-
al's identity. The project 
boasts an impressive ensem-
ble cast, starring popular actor 

Ahwaan Kumar in the lead 
role alongside acclaimed re-
gional actor Dharmendra Go-
hil.

Behind the scenes, the short 
film features a skilled tech-
nical crew. The project is 
p roduced  by  Rajeev 
Parashar and edited by in-
dustry veteran Sandeep 
Kurup, who previously 
worked on major Hindi 
f e a tu r e  f i lms  l i ke 
Mubarakan.

Following an enthusi-
astic response to its re-
cent promo from media 
peers, Bandra Boy has 
officially started its 
festival journey. The 
timely film has al-
ready been submitted 

to several prestigious nation-
al and international film festi-
vals. Ultimately, Sharma's 
inspiring transition from doc-
umenting filmmakers to be-
coming one herself highlights 
a bold second innings in 
showbiz.

Sidharth 
Malhotra’s 

“The Vvaan” 
delayed to 
September

Bollywood heartthrop Sidharth 
Malhotra's highly anticipated 
upcoming fantasy thriller, The 

Vvaan, has officially been delayed. 
The ambitious cinematic project, sub-
titled Force of the Forest, was initially 
scheduled to hit the silver screen on 
August 28. However, according to an 
official announcement from the pro-
duction team today, the movie will 
now grace theaters nationwide on Sep-
tember 25, 2026.

To break the news to eager fans, the 
filmmakers unveiled an eerie new mo-
tion poster displaying the revised au-
tumn date. Industry insiders report that 
the production team chose to extend 
their final shooting schedule by a few 
extra days to significantly enhance crit-
ical narrative sequences, including a 
highly complex climax. This extension 
inevitably pushed back their strict 
post-production and visual effects time-
line, causing the minor one-month delay.

Interestingly, this tactical scheduling 
shift has successfully averted a mas-
sive, highly discussed box-office bat-
tle. By pushing the film to late Septem-
ber, Malhotra has cleverly avoided a 
direct theatrical clash with his wife, 

actress Kiara Advani. Advani’s upcom-
ing action-thriller, Toxic, is currently 
locked in for a major nationwide re-
lease on August 26, meaning the re-
al-life star couple will no longer have 
to compete against each other for mul-
tiplex screens.

Directed by popular filmmaker 
Deepak Kumar Mishra, The Vvaan has 
already created massive buzz across 
social media for its unique plot struc-
ture, which seamlessly blends ancient 
Indian mythology, deep supernatu-
ral mystery, and dark forest 
folklore. Glamorous ac-
tress Tamannaah 
Bhatia plays the 
main female lead, 
heading a stellar 
ensemble cast 
that features 
versatile tele-
vis ion icon 
Shweta Tiwari, 
comedy power-
house  Sun i l 
Grover, Maniesh 
Paul, and veteran 
performer Anup Soni 
in pivotal roles. 

DULQUER SALMAAN'S DQ41 
SET FOR TITLE REVEAL

KAJAL PROMOTES REALISTIC 
DRAMA ‘THE INDIA STORY’

Star actress Kajal Aggar-
wal is actively leading 
an aggressive promo-

tional campaign for her high-
ly anticipated upcoming cin-
ematic project, titled The In-
dia Story. While interacting 
with media outlets during a 
high-profile press event, the 
popular actress revealed that 
the entire production team 
has poured immense effort 
into seamlessly bringing this 
vital, realistic narrative to life 
on the silver screen. 

Kajal passionately ex-
plained that the film's core 
theme revolves around a uni-
versal, everyday subject that 
will instantly connect with 
families across the nation. 
She emphasized that the cre-
ative team has structured the 
screenplay as a highly en-
gaging and hard-hitting 
courtroom drama, making it 
deeply relevant to audiences 
spanning all age groups. The 
actress also showered rich 
praise on director Chettan 
DK and the dedicated tech-
nical crew for their unwaver-
ing commitment to maintain-
ing absolute authenticity 

throughout the intense, 
multi-city shooting schedule.

Subtitled Slow Poison in 
Progress, the socially rele-
vant narrative features versa-
tile actor Shreyas Talpade 
playing the main lead along-
side Kajal, who portrays a 
determined advocate fighting 
for justice. The plot takes a 
deep, uncompromising look 
into the hidden, terrifying 
world of severe food adulter-
ation and toxic pesticide 
misuse in farming, shedding 
crucial light on how corpo-
rate greed directly impacts 
public health and children's 
safety. To heighten the ongo-
ing excitement, Zee Studios 
and MIG Production & Stu-
dios recently unveiled a cha-
otic new theatrical poster 
capturing the lead actors be-
ing attacked by an aggres-
sive mob in a crowded vege-
table market. 

With Kajal expressing 
such supreme confidence in 
the film's hard-hitting mes-
sage, trade expectations sur-
rounding the box-office 
prospects of The India Story 
have reached a new peak. 

MS Raju’s Agadha to release on August 14
Renowned veteran filmmaker 
MS Raju is officially ventur-
ing into entirely unchartered 
cinematic territory with his 
highly anticipated upcoming 
mystical thriller, titled Agad-
ha. The ambitious project has 
already generated significant 
curiosity across the South In-
dian film industry following 
the viral success of its intense 
first-look posters and myste-
rious teaser. The production 
house has now formally an-
nounced that the grand movie 
will hit theaters nationwide 
on August 14, 2026.

To celebrate 
the major an-
nouncement, 
the creative 
t e am un -
v e i l e d  a 
s t r i k i n g 

new promotional poster that 
firmly locks in the mid-Au-
gust release date. Written and 
directed exclusively by MS 
Raju himself, the film is being 
produced on a massive scale 
as a true pan-Indian theatrical 

release under the prestigious 
Sri Adi Varaha Entertainments 
banner. The highly respected 
director has openly stated that 
this high-concept supernatural 
thriller stands out as one of 
the most creatively ambitious 
and expensive projects of his 
decades-long cinematic ca-
reer.

While the core plot details 
are being strictly kept under 
wraps to prevent spoilers, the 
promotional teaser successful-
ly offers a fascinating glimpse 
into a deeply mysterious and 
dark universe. Touted heavily 
by trade insiders as a high-oc-
tane suspense thriller packed 
with heavy fantasy elements, 
Agadha features an incredibly 
talented ensemble cast. Rising 
stars Kamakshi Bhaskarla, 
Shravan Reddy, Jovika Vijay-

kumar, and Ulka Gupta are 
set to play the demanding 
lead roles in this complex sto-
ry.

With the official release 
date now publicly set for the 
lucrative Independence Day 
holiday weekend, the film's 
promotional campaign is ex-
pected to gather rapid pace 
over the coming weeks. The 
marketing team is planning a 
series of massive audio 
launches, character reveal 
videos, and interactive fan 
events across multiple major 
cities to sustain the growing 
hype. Film critics and eager 
moviegoers alike are highly 
enthusiastic to see how the 
legendary filmmaker handles 
this unique blend of modern 
psychological suspense and 
ancient fantasy.

Akhil Akkineni’s 
Lenin hits theaters 

nationwide
Fol low-
i n g  a 
l o n g 
t h r e e -
year hia-
tus from 
the silver 
s c r e e n , 
popu la r 
T o l l y -
wood ac-
tor Akhil 
Akkineni 

is making a massive, highly 
anticipated theatrical come-
back tomorrow with his grand 
cinematic venture, titled Le-
nin. Both the talented lead 
actor and the creative produc-
tion crew have openly ex-
pressed high confidence that 
this ambitious project will 
strike a powerful chord with 
audiences and emerge as a 
historic box-office success.

Ahead of its worldwide the-
atrical release, the Central 
Board of Film Certification 
officially granted the movie a 
standard U/A rating. The 
newly published censor report 
reveals a total approved run-
time of 158 minutes, offering 
fans an engaging two 
hours and thir-
ty-eight minutes 
of pure enter-
tainment. Inter-
estingly, the 
official review 
c e r t i f i c a t e 
firmly indi-
cates that the 
f i lm i s  a 
raw, high-in-
tensity, and 
violent ac-
tion drama, 
completely 
d e f y i n g 
p r e v i o u s 
fan expec-
tations of 
a  t rad i -
tion-

al, soft romantic love story.
To successfully secure the 

family-friendly U/A rating 
rather than an adult certifi-
cate, the filmmakers willingly 
agreed to complete thirty-two 
seconds of precise structural 
cuts. The removed segments 
mostly contained highly 
graphic imagery, including 
explicit decapitation sequenc-
es and excessive cinematic 
bloodshed. Additionally, color 
technicians intentionally dark-
ened several intense combat 
scenes to effectively mini-
mize the raw visual impact of 
the violence without compro-
mising the director's unique 
storytelling vision.

Akhil plays the fierce titular 
character, supported by a stel-
lar ensemble cast featuring 
rising star Bhagyashri Borse 
alongside Pramod Panju, Siv-
aji, Brahmaji, Sunil, and vet-
eran actress Easwari Rao in 
pivotal roles. The prestigious 
project is being jointly bank-
rolled on a lavish scale by 
Akkineni Nagarjuna and 
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi un-

der the combined 
banners of Manam 
Enterprises, Sithara 
Entertainments, 
and Annapurna 

Studios.  With a 
thumping musical 

s c o r e  c o m -
posed by hit-
maker Tha-
man S., the 
massive ac-
tion specta-
cle has al-
ready wit-
nessed excep-
tional advance 
ticket book-
ings across 
global mar-

kets.

Bieber, Madonna, Shakira, BTS 
for FIFA halftime show

FIFA President Gianni Infan-
tino has announced an incred-
ible lineup for the first-ever 
World Cup Final halftime 
show. Pop star Justin Bieber 
will join legendary singers 
Madonna, Shakira, and 
global sensations BTS as 
the main performers for 
this historic musical event 
on July 19. 

The massive elev-
en-minute concert will 
happen live during half-

time at the final match. The 
grand final game is being held 
at the famous New York New 
Jersey Stadium. Music fans 
and soccer lovers are thrilled 
because this special event com-
pletely bridges the gap be-
tween sports and music on the 

grandest global stage. 
The highly anticipated en-

tertainment show is being 
organized by Coldplay front-
man Chris Martin alongside 

Global Citizen. It aims to sup-
port a great cause by raising 
money for the FIFA Global 
Citizen Education Fund, which 
helps kids worldwide access 
schools and soccer programs. 

Apart from the primary 
headliners, the short concert 
will feature other famous 
names. Afrobeats star Burna 
Boy, talented orchestra conduc-
tor Gustavo Dudamel, and the 
local PS22 Chorus will also 
take the stage alongside Cold-
play to create an unforgettable 
experience. 

Infantino stated that the 
event is meant to spread a pow-
erful message of global unity 
and hope to billions of viewers. 
Meanwhile, the tournament has 
entered the intense quarterfinal 
rounds. Eight highly competi-
tive teams, including former 
champions France and Argen-
tina, are still fighting fiercely 
to win the golden trophy.  


