
BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
on Monday announced a series 
of citizen-centric initiatives as 
part of the Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority's (BDA) 50th 
anniversary, including an op-
portunity for over one lakh res-
idents to regularise houses built 
on BDA-acquired land by pay-
ing reduced charges. 

The initiatives also include 
allotment of incentive sites to 
farmers who voluntarily sur-
rendered land for BDA proj-
ects, regularisation of marginal 
land adjoining allotted sites 
and issuance of absolute sale 
deeds to more than 20,000 ex-
isting site owners.

December 17, 2026, is the 
deadline for applications under 
the announced schemes. "Our 
intention is to provide a legal 
guarantee of land ownership to 
people residing in Bengaluru," 
Shivakumar told reporters here. 
Relief for unauthorized  
residential properties
Under the amended Section 
38D of the BDA Act, people 
who constructed houses on 
BDA-acquired land before 
2008 can apply for regularisa-
tion by paying charges based 
on the property's guidance val-
ue. The government has re-
duced the rates by half com-
pared to the earlier provisions.

The revised charges are 5%, 
12.5%, 20% and 25% of the 
guidance value, against the ear-
lier rates of 10%, 25%, 40% and 
50%, respectively, across the 
prescribed categories based on 
site dimensions. The earlier 

scheme, intended to benefit 
around one lakh property own-
ers, had received only about 600 
applications as people consid-
ered the charges too high. The 
three-month application period 
cannot be extended as it has 
been stipulated by law, he said. 

Applicants must establish 
their possession through docu-
ments such as electricity and 
water bills or entries in the vot-

ers' list. Both online and offline 
application facilities would be 
available, and the BDA would 
publicise the areas covered by 
the scheme, he said.
Incentive site for  
every acre surrendered
The second initiative concerns 
farmers who voluntarily sur-
rendered land without litiga-
tion for BDA projects, particu-
larly the Nadaprabhu Kempe-

gowda Layout. They will be 
eligible for one incentive site 
for every acre surrendered, 
subject to applicable rules. He 
asked eligible landowners to 
submit applications by Decem-
ber 17. There would be no 
lucky draw for the allotment, 
and sites would be provided 
wherever available, including 
in the Kempegowda Layout.

People with marginal  
government land
Under the third initiative, peo-
ple with marginal government 
land measuring up to 600 
square feet adjoining their 
BDA-allotted sites can apply 
for its allotment by paying the 
applicable guidance value. De-
cember 17 would be the last 
date for applications under this 
category. 
Absolute sale deeds to  
over 20,000 site owners
The fourth initiative is aimed at 
providing absolute sale deeds 
to more than 20,000 site own-
ers who currently possess only 
lease-cum-sale deeds issued by 
the BDA or the erstwhile City 
Improvement Trust Board 
(CITB). Eligible owners whose 
lease periods have expired can 
apply for absolute sale deeds 
without paying any additional 
amount, except nominal stamp 
paper charges. 

Athletics legend PT Usha loses IOA SOM election
BIG BLOW TO 2ND TERM

NEW DELHI

Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) president and athletics 
legend P T Usha suffered a 
setback in the Sportspersons 
of Outstanding Merit (SOM) 
elections on Monday, failing 
to secure one of the four posi-
tions in the women’s category. 

Former athletes world ath-
letics medallist in long jump 
Anju Bobby George (athlet-
ics), India hockey captain 
Rani Rampal, world champion 
in archery Dola Banerjee and 
Olympic medallist Saina Ne-

hwal (badminton) were elect-
ed.

Anju Bobby George topped 
the poll with 53 votes, fol-
lowed by Rani Rampal with 
50, Dola Banerjee with 45 and 
Saina Nehwal with 43. Usha, 

a nominated member of the 
Rajya Sabha, received 40 
votes, while former basketball 
player Anitha Paul Durai se-
cured six votes. A total of 80 
votes were polled.

The outcome comes ahead 

of the December 5 elections to 
the IOA Executive Council for 
the 2026-2030 term, in which 
the association will elect its 
next leadership.

The four male SOM repre-
sentatives, — Olympic medal-
lists Gagan Narang (shooting), 

Yogeshwar Dutt (wrestling) 
and Vijender Singh (boxing), 
and former table tennis player 
Kamlesh Mehta — had al-
ready been elected unopposed 
after the other contenders 
withdrew.

The SOM representatives 
will become members of the 
IOA annual general assembly 
and will be eligible to vote and 
contest in the December 5 
elections. One male and one 
female SOM representative 
will also have a place in the 
Executive Council.

Usha, who became the first 
woman to head the IOA 
when she was elected presi-
dent in December 2022, is 
now facing a changed elec-
toral landscape. 

BDA has completed 50 
years. We are exploring 

new ideas to make 
Bengaluru a better-

planned city and transform 
the BDA into a people-friendly 

institution.
DK Shivakumar, CM
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	 City Hilights  
wishes readers and well-wishers a 

delightful Deepavali.  Our offices will 
remain closed on Tuesday  (Nov 10), 

hence there will be no edition on Nov 11.

‘WILL MAKE BDA PEOPLE-FRIENDLY’
BDA cuts regularisation fees, simplifies land allotment and plans special sale 

deed drive to benefit thousands of Bengaluru property owners.

1. Limits of judicial orders: Exces-
sive court orders may lead to non-com-
pliance rather than solving pollution.

2. Absolute sale deeds: The initiative also in-
cludes the issuance of absolute sale deeds to more than 
20,000 existing site owners who lacked formal titles.

AMNESTY SCHEMES AND FEATURES

Exclusions: The amnesty does not  
cover open spaces, public roads, or vacant 
government lands illegally occupied.

Crackdown on industrial plots: 

Verification: Applicants must prove long-term 
possession using official records such as elec-
tricity bills, water bills, or voter list entries.

RESTRICTIONS & ENFORCEMENT

Modi dials Zelenskyy, pushes 
for end to Russia-Ukraine war

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Monday held a telephone 
conversation with Ukrainian 
president Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, during which the two 
leaders discussed the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, recent 
diplomatic developments and 
ways to strengthen bilateral co-
operation.

In a post on X, PM Modi de-
scribed the conversation as 
productive and said the two 
l eade r s  r ev i ewed  the i r 
wide-ranging bilateral cooper-
ation and agreed to further 
strengthen India-Ukraine ties. 
He said he thanked Zelenskyy 
for sharing his perspectives on 
the conflict, its humanitarian 
aspects and various efforts to 
restore peace.

Modi reiterated India's com-
mitment to contributing in ev-
ery possible way towards a 
peaceful resolution of the con-
flict. As per the PMO, he also 
reaffirmed New Delhi's consis-
tent position that the conflict 
must be resolved through dia-
logue and diplomacy and con-
veyed India's readiness to con-
tribute to all efforts aimed at a 
peaceful resolution.

Zelenskyy, meanwhile, said 
he had briefed PM Modi on the 

latest diplomatic developments 
and ongoing preparations for a 
meeting in Abu Dhabi. He said 
Ukraine was preparing on ev-
ery item on the agenda and 
called on Russia to demon-
strate a similar willingness to 
de-escalate the conflict.

The Ukrainian president also 
said the two leaders discussed 
India's potential role in estab-
lishing food corridors amid 
disruptions to grain exports 
through the Black Sea. 

According to Zelenskyy, 
Modi had said India was ready 
to mediate in establishing such 
corridors, an effort Kyiv hopes 
will continue. 

"It is important that India 
identify what steps it can take 
and what dialogue it can pur-
sue with other leaders to help 
bring the war to an end. Food 
security could be one such 
area," he wrote on X.

He also highlighted the wid-
er economic and humanitarian 
consequences of blocked mar-
itime routes.

In a telephone 
conversation with 

Ukrainian President, 
Modi reiterates India's 
support for dialogue 
and diplomacy to end 

the conflict.

Leaders’ dialogues in brief 
Reaffirmed stance: Modi re-
iterates India's "human-cen-
tric approach" and consistent 
position that the war must be 
resolved through dialogue 
and diplomacy.

Readiness to help: Modi con-
veys India's readiness to con-
tribute to all international efforts 
aimed at restoring peace.

Abu Dhabi peace talks: Zel-
enskyy briefs Modi on recent 
diplomatic developments and 
ongoing preparations for a 
upcoming meeting involving 
Russian, Ukrainian, and U.S. 
officials in Abu Dhabi.

Food corridors & grain se-
curity: Zelenskyy and Modi 
discuss potential Indian me-
diation in establishing food 
and grain corridors through 
the Black Sea to ease glob-
al supply disruptions.

Broader context
Upcoming SCO Summit: 
Zelenskyy noted that India 
could convey the need for 
an immediate ceasefire and 
diplomatic movement during 
upcoming global meetings, 
such as the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in Tianjin.

US and regional traces: 
The conversation coincides 
with renewed US-brokered 
discussions in the UAE and 
ongoing diplomatic balanc-
ing by New Delhi, which has 
maintained channels with 
both Moscow and Kyiv.

Glad to have had a productive 
telephone conversation with 

President Zelenskyy. We reviewed 
our wide-ranging bilateral 

cooperation and agreed to further 
strengthen India-Ukraine ties.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Hasina seeks new passport 
to return to Bangladesh

RaGa repeats debate dare after 
PM Modi’s ‘Dimagi Naxal’ jibe

QUICK READ

NEW DELHI
Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 

on Monday sought a new passport 
and national identity card from the 

Bangladesh high commission in New 
Delhi to facilitate her planned return 

home from self-exile in India in De-
cember, a move dismissed hours later 

by Dhaka, which reiterated its de-
mand for her extradition. Hasina (79) 
has been living in India since her gov-
ernment was ousted in a student-led 

uprising in August 2024. She has in-
sisted in several occasions that she 
intends to return to Bangladesh in 

December despite being sentenced 
to death over her government’s 

crackdown on protesters. The former 
premier confirmed to media that her 

London-based lawyers had written 
to the Bangladesh high commission 

seeking a new passport and national 
identity card, and shared a copy of 

the letter emailed to the mission on 
Monday. The request marks the 

clearest step by Hasina so far to act 
on her plan to return to Bangladesh.

NEW DELHI
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday hit back at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over his “Dimagi Nax-
als” jibe while addressing CRPF per-
sonnel, saying the jawans had not 
bought his “lies” and reiterating his 
challenge to the PM to debate him on 
who was anti-national and controlled 
by foreign forces. The Leader of Oppo-
sition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha said 
that the prime minister “called us 
Naxals” and asserted that after the 
debate, Modi “won’t have the guts to 
stand in front of a single jawan again”. 
In his post on X, addressed to the 
CRPF personnel, Gandhi said, “Dear @
crpfindia, Your faces said it all: you 
didn’t buy the PM’s lies.” “He called us 
Naxals. My challenge stands. Let him 
debate me on who is anti-national 
and who is controlled by foreign forc-
es. Any time, any place. My guarantee: 
after the debate, the PM won’t have 
the guts to stand in front of a single 
jawan again,” Gandhi said.

Impact on presidency
Per the IOA Constitution, 
presidential candidates 

must be an elected SOM 
or General Assembly 

member. Without a nom-
ination from a National 

Sports Federation (NSF), 
PT Usha is barred from 

seeking a second term on 
December 5.

Anju Bobby George, 
Saina Nehwal among 4 
women make the cut.

BBP gets `38 crore 
tourist-friendly upgrade push

BENGALURU

Forest, Ecology and Environ-
ment Minister Ramalinga Red-
dy on Monday inaugurated a 
series of tourist-friendly devel-
opment works and new facili-
ties worth Rs 38 crore at Ban-
nerghatta Biological Park 
(BBP) and, aimed at further 
strengthening wildlife conser-
vation, animal welfare and the 
amenities available to visitors.

New electric vehicles were 
flagged off to make rides eas-
ier for visitors. He also inau-
gurated the newly-built admin-
istrative office building ‘Ada-
vi’ along with a live feed unit, 
a central nursery and the 
park’s renovated main en-
trance gate, and started a new 
quarantine block.

A new zoo shop and the Suvar-

namukhi cafe were opened for 
visitors, and a quarters for forest 
staff. Enclosures for wolves, 
cheetahs, emus and rheas, and 
pheasants were also opened.

Facilities inaugurated

Visitor amenities & retail

 Newly-constructed  
administrative office 'Adavi'

Enclosures for wolves, cheetahs, 
emus, rheas, and pheasants.

New residential quarters for forest 
department personnel.

 • Renovated main entrance gate
• Suvarnamukhi Café  

(also referred to as Suvarnam)
• A new zoo merchandise shop featur-
ing custom animal prints on T-shirts, 

bags, and souvenirs

Suvarna elephant care centre, a view-
ing tower and dedicated facility fo-
cused on the health, care, and man-

agement of elephants.

 New eco-friendly electric vehicles for 
visitor rides inside the park.

Live feed and a newly-operational 
quarantine block for animals.

Named a hippopotamus block and a baby 
hippopotamus "Sameeksha" in memory 
of Dr Sameeksha Reddy, a trainee veteri-
nary doctor who tragically died while car-

ing for a hippopotamus in Shivamogga.

Public servant in judicial custody for 
over 48 hrs deemed suspended: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day held that a public servant 
who remains in judicial custo-
dy for more than 48 hours is 
deemed to be under suspen-
sion, and no separate order is 
required to give effect to the 
provision.

A bench of Justices JB Pard-
iwala and Manmohan made 
the observation while restoring 
the bail granted to Vishwajeet 
Singh, administrator of the Sa-
dar Hospital in Bihar's Sa-
mastipur, who was arrested in 
a bribery case.

Singh was accused of de-
manding a bribe of Rs 4,000 to 
clear the pending wages of Rs 
36,421 due to a contractual 
worker. The apex court set 
aside a July 1, 2026, order of 
the Patna High Court cancel-
ling Singh's bail nearly a year 
after it was granted by the ses-
sions court.

While allowing his appeal, 
the SC said the amount al-
legedly demanded as a bribe 
was not a relevant consider-
ation in deciding a bail plea. It 
observed that the high court 
could have disagreed with the 
sessions court's description of 

the amount as "paltry" without 
cancelling the bail. However, 
the bench flagged what it de-
scribed as a "disturbing fea-
ture" concerning Singh's ser-
vice status after his arrest.

Noting that Singh had re-
mained in judicial custody for 
15 days, Pardiwala said, "Once 
a public servant is arrested and 
remains in judicial custody for 
more than 48 hours, there is a 
deemed suspension. Being a 
public servant, he could be 
said to have been placed under 
deemed suspension. No specif-
ic order is required to be 
passed in this regard."

Fire scare: Rockets, aerial crackers banned in Mumbai till Nov 25
MUMBAI

In the wake of multiple fire 
incidents across the city, the 
Mumbai Disaster Manage-
ment Authority on Monday 
banned the bursting of rock-
ets and aerial firecrackers in 
the metropolis until Novem-
ber 25.

According to the order is-
sued by the authority, the re-
striction covers all residential 
buildings, rooftops, balconies, 
and slum pockets.

Three major fires were re-
ported in different parts of the 
city on Diwali night alone, 
gutting several huts, shops, a 
garage, and parts of a com-

mercial building.
The order, signed by addi-

tional municipal commission-
er Prajakta Verma-Lavangare, 
cited the risk posed by rockets 
and other firecrackers that fly 
into the sky and land on roof-
tops, balconies, windows and 
other combustible materials, 
potentially triggering fires.

‘Focus on polls’: DKS dismisses 
talk of friction with Siddu

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Monday denied re-
ports of differences with his 
predecessor Siddaramaiah, 
asserting that there was nei-
ther a major nor a minor dis-
agreement between them. 

Responding to reporters' 
questions about an alleged 
strained relationship and re-
ports that the two leaders had 
not been speaking to each 
other, Shivakumar said cer-
tain people were attempting to 
create such an impression.

"He (Siddaramaiah) is our 
leader but some people are 
presenting different versions 
of things to all of you. Certain 
big people have also been 
making statements. I dis-
cussed various issues to clar-
ify matters to him and apprise 
him of the relevant develop-
ments," he said. 

Asked about reports of a 
minor disagreement between 

the two leaders, Shivakumar 
said, "There is no major dis-
agreement, no major disagree-
ment, and no minor disagree-
ment either. Some people 
from the Opposition have 
been sitting around trying to 
create such an impression. I 
am not referring to you or the 
media, but certain others." 

According to him, criticism 
and opposition were part of 
politics and necessary for 
clean politics. 

"In politics, there should be 
critics and opponents. It is 
only when they are around 
that people like us can prac-
tise clean politics," he said.

BDA @ 50

P7 P11
India, EU 

review progress 
of strategic 
partnership

INS Surat 
reaches Muscat 

for naval 
exercise



ibcworldnews.com

TUESDAY   NOVEMBER 10, 2026 2MANGALURU BENGALURU
Bengaluru Metro Pink 
Line ready for launch

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Namma Metro’s Pink Line stretch, pushing 
Bengaluru’s transit network past 100 kilometers to ease massive traffic congestion.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Public transit infrastructure in 
Karnataka’s capital is set to 
achieve a historic milestone 
this week. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will inaugurate 
the first operational section of 
Namma Metro’s highly antic-
ipated Pink Line on Novem-
ber 13, marking a major leap 
forward in the city’s efforts to 
combat severe urban traffic 
congestion.

The newly completed phase 
features a 7.5-kilometer ele-
vated stretch extending from 
Kalena Agrahara on Banner-
ghatta Road to Tavarekere. 
This initial rollout brings six 
key stations into service: 
Kalena Agrahara, Hulimavu, 
IIM Bangalore, J.P. Nagar 4th 
Phase, Jayadeva Hospital, and 
Tavarekere. These stations 
will provide residents across 
South Bengaluru with a faster, 
more reliable travel alterna-
tive, significantly easing daily 
commutes along the busy 
Bannerghatta Road corridor.

A standout feature of this 
new stretch is the multi-level 
interchange facility at Jayade-
va Hospital Metro Station, 
which connects the Pink Line 
directly to the Yellow Line. 
This integration allows pas-
sengers traveling toward ma-
jor employment hubs like 
Electronic City and Bomma-

sandra to switch lines effort-
lessly. Combined with exist-
ing Yellow-to-Green Line 
connections at R.V. Road, the 
network expansion creates a 
seamless web of transit op-
tions across southern neigh-
borhoods.

When fully completed, the 
entire 21.26-kilometer Pink 
Line will connect Kalena 
Agrahara in South Bengaluru 
to Nagawara in the north 
across 18 stations, featuring 
both elevated and under-
ground segments. Crucially, 
the launch of this 7.5-kilome-
ter section pushes Bengalu-
ru’s total operational metro 
network past the 100-kilome-
ter mark, cementing the city’s 

position among India’s larg-
est mass rapid transit sys-
tems. Looking ahead, Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda has 

set an ambitious target to ex-
pand the overall Namma Met-
ro network to 170 kilometers 
by 2027.

A decorated Namma Metro train.

HC orders probe 
into subsidized 
rice diversion

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has 
declined to quash an ongoing 

police First Information Re-
port (FIR) registered against a 
wholesale godown manager in 
connection with the suspected 
illegal diversion of subsidized 
ration rice. The ruling stems 
from a petition filed by 
Narasimhegowda K.M., man-
ager of a Karnataka Food and 
Civil Supplies Corporation 
(KFCSC) wholesale outlet 
near the RMC Yard in Yesh-
wantpur, Bengaluru.

The case originated on 
September 17, 2025, when 
officials from the Department 
of Food and Civil Supplies 
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion at the warehouse. During 
the raid, authorities discov-
ered 280 bags of ration rice 
earmarked for distribution 
through fair-price shops being 
loaded onto a transport truck. 
While valid paperwork cov-
ered 200 bags, documentation 
for the remaining 80 bags was 
missing at the time the in-

spection began at 10:47 AM. 
Investigators noted that a sup-
plementary bill was generated 
by the manager only after of-
ficials arrived.

Server glitch claim
Appearing before a bench 
presided over by Justice Suraj 
Govindaraj, the petitioner’s 
legal counsel argued that the 
delayed billing resulted from 
a technical server malfunction 
within the Food Department’s 
network. They further con-
tended that because the vehi-
cle had not yet departed the 
warehouse premises, the inci-
dent could not legally consti-
tute smuggling or illegal di-
version.

However, the High Court 
dismissed the petition, em-
phasizing that the timing of 
the document generation rais-
es critical questions that war-
rant deep judicial scrutiny. 
The bench directed investigat-
ing officers to conduct a com-
prehensive inquiry, instruct-
ing them to scrutinize elec-
tronic database records and 
server log files to verify 
whether the technical glitch 
claims are genuine or a retro-
active cover for illicit trans-
port attempts.

Consequently, the RMC 
Yard Police Station will pro-
ceed with a thorough investi-
gation under the provisions of 
the Essential Commodities 
Act and the Prevention of 
Corruption Act.

Police recover bodies of all 
seven murder victims

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Law enforcement agencies 
investigating the horrific mur-
der of seven members of a 
single family have reached a 
major milestone, successfully 
locating all remaining victims 
after a massive, multi-district 
manhunt spanning across Kar-
nataka and neighboring re-
gions.

According to police reports 
released on Monday, the grim 
search concluded when two 
additional bodies were dis-
covered in the remote and 
densely forested terrain of 
Shiradi Ghat. Authorities con-
firmed that these final recov-
ered remains belong to the 
victims Shankar and Nalini. 
Upon receiving the break-
through notification, special-
ized investigative teams from 
the Rajajinagar Police Sta-
tion, accompanied by an ex-
pert Forensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) unit, immediately 
rushed from Bengaluru to the 

rugged location to secure the 
crime scene, gather vital fo-
rensic evidence, and conduct 
preliminary inspections be-
fore transporting the remains.

This discovery brings the 
total recovery count to all 
seven victims, following ear-
lier coordinated operations 

that located individual bodies 
across diverse geographic lo-
cations. The body of seven-
year-old Puneeth was previ-
ously recovered at the foot-
hills of Nandi Hills in the 
Chikkaballapur district, with 
his funeral rites having al-
ready taken place at the Har-
ishchandra Ghat in Rajaji-
nagar. Subsequently, search 
parties found the bodies of 
Sunitha and Rupavathi in Sa-
lem, Tamil Nadu, while the 
remains of the couple Shiva-
kumar and Divya were dis-
covered near the foothills of 
Chamundi Hill in Mysuru.

Police administration sourc-
es indicate that the recovered 
bodies from Mysuru, Salem, 
and Shiradi Ghat were to be 
formally handed over to griev-
ing relatives on Monday. Fam-
ily members and community 
representatives have coordi-
nated plans to perform the fi-
nal collective funeral rites for 
the remaining victims at a sin-
gle designated location to 
honor the family. 

Meanwhile, investigators 
continue to compile evidence, 
review testimonies from the 
prime suspect Indushekhar, 
and finalize the comprehen-
sive chargesheet as the state 
reels from the unprecedented 
tragedy.

The family at the centre of the seven-murder case, in earlier photographs.

Cloudnine Hospital denies 
child negligence claims

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Cloudnine Hospital manage-
ment has formally and cate-
gorically rejected allegations 
of medical negligence sur-
rounding the critical condi-
tion of one-year-old Shayana, 
who remains in a coma fol-
lowing a medical procedure. 
Declaring that a coordinated 
smear campaign is unfairly 
targeting its medical staff, the 
hospital administration insist-
ed that no professional mal-
practice occurred during the 
child’s care.

According to hospital state-
ments, the infant was initially 
admitted following an acci-
dental ear injury sustained 
while playing at home. Medi-
cal professionals advised the 
family that the patient needed 
to remain on a completely 
empty stomach before anes-
thesia could be safely admin-
istered for treatment. Howev-
er, hospital officials stated 
that the parents disregarded 
these fasting guidelines and 
fed the infant milk prior to the 
procedure. This oversight re-
portedly triggered a severe 
aspiration complication, re-
sulting in sudden oxygen 
deprivation and subsequent 
neurological distress.

Furthermore, hospital rep-
resentatives emphasized that 
the anesthesia was adminis-
tered by a qualified senior 
specialist possessing 14 years 
of professional experience in 
the field. Addressing the 
child’s current medical status, 
attending physicians reported 
that the young patient is 
showing signs of recovery, 
though medical experts noted 
that considerable time will be 
necessary to determine the 
full extent of neurological im-
provement.

In response to escalating 
tensions at the medical facility, 
the management confirmed 
they were legally compelled to 
file a First Information Report 
(FIR) against individuals who 
reportedly stormed the prem-
ises, created public disturbanc-
es, and engaged in physical 
assaults against staff members. 
The incident has drawn in-
tense local scrutiny, prompting 
calls for calm as authorities 
continue to review the circum-
stances surrounding the in-
fant’s medical emergency and 
the subsequent confrontations 
at the hospital grounds.

Investigation and 
context
The unexpected medical 
emergency sparked high ten-
sions at the facility. Families 
and protestors confronted hos-
pital authorities, demanding 
accountability for the child’s 
critical condition. Police in-
tervention became necessary 
to restore order after angry 
crowds reportedly forced their 
way inside and clashed with 
workers.

Medical experts generally 
note that aspiration during an-
esthesia poses severe risks 
because food or liquid enter-
ing the lungs can severely 
block oxygen flow. Authori-
ties are reviewing the timeline 
and medical records to deter-
mine the exact sequence of 
events while the child contin-
ues to receive ongoing medi-
cal treatment under hospital 
supervision.

Cloudnine Hospital representatives ad-
dress the media.

Knife parcel, poster war: Congress-BJP clash intensifies
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

State politics have descended 
into a bitter and volatile con-
frontation as escalating ani-
mosity between the ruling 
Congress and the opposition 
BJP spills over into open hos-
tility, highlighted by intimida-
tion tactics, threatening par-
cels, and a widespread poster 
war across Karnataka.

The crisis intensified sig-
nificantly after an anonymous 
package containing sharp 

weapons, including knives 
and daggers, was delivered 
directly to the residence of 

senior BJP leader Chalavadi 
Narayanaswamy. The brazen 
delivery has triggered wide-
spread political outrage and 
deep concern among opposi-
tion leaders over safety and 
escalating partisan aggression.

Condemning the act, Lead-
er of the Opposition R. Asho-
ka rushed to Narayana
swamy’s home to extend per-
sonal solidarity and party 
backing. Launching a scath-
ing critique against the ruling 
administration, Ashoka pub-

licly challenged the ruling 
party, questioning why cow-
ardly and clandestine tactics 
involving weapons were be-
ing deployed instead of en-
gaging in straightforward po-
litical debate. In response to 
the terrifying incident, Chala-
vadi Narayanaswamy formal-
ly filed a police complaint 
targeting National Students’ 
Union of India (NSUI) activ-
ists, explicitly accusing the 
ruling Congress party of pro-
moting and sheltering a cul-

ture of goondaism and intim-
idation.

Simultaneously, a retaliato-
ry “poster war” has gripped 
several major cities across the 
state, deepening the partisan 
rift. Congress workers esca-
lated tensions by pasting 
provocative posters directly 
outside the residence of BJP 
State President B.Y. Vijay-
endra in Shivamogga, as well 
as outside the home of veter-
an leader B.S. Yediyurappa in 
Bengaluru.

BJP leaders have universal-
ly condemned these targeted 
demonstrations, with B.Y. Vi-

jayendra dismissing the strat-
egy as desperate and cheap 
politics while demanding 
swift punitive action from law 
enforcement against the per-
petrators. In counter-tactics 
across various neighborhoods 
of Bengaluru, Youth Congress 
members launched their own 
display of political messaging, 
plastering supportive posters 
for Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge alongside biting satir-
ical material aimed at Union 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy.

Posters put up in the poster war be-
tween the Congress and the BJP.

Two killed in 
hit-and-run, 

driver arrested
CH NEWS, 

DEVANAHALLI

Two local youths, Mithun 
and Kanaka, were killed 
instantly last night when 

a speeding Toyota 
Fortuner struck their 

motorcycle in Devanahalli 
town. The victims, who 

earned their livelihood by 
supplying eggs and 

chicken to roadside eater-
ies along the highway, 
died on the spot. The 

driver fled the scene, but 
a crucial breakthrough 

occurred when the car’s 
number plate detached at 
the collision site. Alerted 
authorities utilized this 

evidence to launch a cine-
matic pursuit, with 

Vijayapura police suc-
cessfully intercepting and 
seizing the vehicle within 

the jurisdiction of the 
Chikkaballapura Traffic 

Police Station, taking the 
accused driver into cus-

tody for interrogation.

HC refuses to 
quash black magic 

fraud case
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
expressed concern over 
ritualistic fraud, dismiss-

ing a petition to quash 
criminal proceedings 

against Lakshmamma, 
wife of prime accused 
Nagaraj, and two real 
estate agents. Justice 

Suraj Govindaraj rejected 
arguments regarding their 

absence from the initial 
FIR. The case stems from 

a Bengaluru woman’s 
complaint that Nagaraj 
exploited her following 
her husband’s death in 
2009. Falsely claiming 
divine possession, he 

allegedly coerced her into 
selling five properties, 
stealing 450 grams of 

gold and crores in cash. 
Noting prima facie con-

spiracy evidence, the 
court ruled the accused 

must face a full trial.

IMD forecasts 
rain and 

thunderstorms 
in state

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The India Meteorological 
Department has forecast 
a mix of sunny and cloudy 

weather across 
Karnataka, with rain 

expected in Bengaluru 
towards the evening. 
Regions including the 

coastal, Malenadu, and 
southern interior districts 
such as Mysuru, Kodagu, 

and Mandya will likely 
experience light showers 
or localized rainfall, while 
northern interior districts 
remain dry. In Bengaluru, 
where temperatures are 

expected to range 
between 19°C and 28°C, 
evening commuters and 
motorists are advised to 
exercise caution due to 

possible thunderstorms. 
Authorities have also 

urged farmers to verify 
local forecasts before 
planning agricultural 

tasks.

Political clash erupts over metro credit
Political tensions are flaring in the city ahead of the 
Namma Metro Pink Line inauguration. Leaders from 
the ruling Congress and opposition BJP are locked in 
a bitter war of words over funding and credit for the 

rapid transit project. BJP MP Tejasvi Surya argued that 
central funding expanded the network significantly 

since 2014, adding that central sovereign guarantees 
make massive international loans possible. In sharp 
contrast, Congress MLA Dinesh Gundu Rao hit back 

online, claiming the state actually shoulders the vast 
majority of the financial burden. Both parties continue 

trading accusations over project delays.

Karnataka High Court 
refused to quash an FIR 

against a wholesale 
godown manager over 
suspected ration rice 
diversion, ordering a 

deep electronic server 
log investigation.

COMPLETE RECOVERY 
LOCATIONS

PUNEETH (7)
Foothills of Nandi Hills, 

Chikkaballapur. Funeral held on 
Saturday (Nov 7) at 

Harishchandra Ghat, Bengaluru

SUNITHA & RUPAVATHI
Salem, Tamil Nadu. To be 

handed over to families on 
Monday

SHIVAKUMAR & DIVYA
Foothills of Chamundi Hill, 

Mysuru. Post-mortems 
completed; handover on 

Monday

SHANKAR & NALINI
Shiradi Ghat. Discovered on 

Monday (Nov 9); FSL inspection 
underway

Chilling details emerge in seven-
member family murder probe

Police investigating the horrific seven-member family 
murder case have uncovered crucial evidence regard-

ing how the prime accused, Indushekhar, prepared 
for the crime. Investigators revealed that Indushekhar 

went on a targeted shopping trip beforehand to secure 
materials needed to cover up the massacre.

According to police findings, Indushekhar purchased 
body-packing materials and chemical supplies meant 

to clean up bloodstains from local shops in the sur-
rounding area. Furthermore, when specific cleaning 

agents and packaging items were unavailable locally, 
he traveled directly to commercial hubs in Yeshwant-

pur and the RMC Yard to procure them.
Authorities have visited these stores, secured vital 

CCTV footage, and recorded statements from local 
shop owners and staff to map out his preparations.

INTIMIDATION TACTICS ESCALATE

Fact summary
KNIFE 
PARCEL

Bengaluru: 
Chalavadi 
Narayanaswamy, 
R. Ashoka

POSTERS Bengaluru & 
Shivamogga: B.Y. 
Vijayendra, B.S. 
Yediyurappa, 
Priyank Kharge
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No Middlemen. No Brokers | Connect Directly with BDA

This Deepavali, BDA Opens New Doors for You!
 50 Years of BDA. Four New Opportunities for You.

Bangalore Development Authority
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru, 560020

24/7 Helpline / WhatsApp: 94831 66622
https://bdakarnataka.in / @BDAOfficialGoK

3 Still Waiting for Your  
Final Sale Deed? 

 Your long wait could soon be over!
 
 If the lease period of your BDA-allotted site has 

ended but you have not obtained your Absolute Sale 
Deed, here’s your opportunity.

 
 BDA is organising a Special Sale Deed Mela, expected 

to benefit around 20,000 site allottees. 
  
BDA will initiate the registration  
process within 60 days, subject to verification and 

 applicable rules.

Don’t Miss This Once-in-50-Years Opportunity!

 Have a BDA Site?  
You Could Get More Space!

 
 Is there an unused strip of 
 BDA land beside or behind your site?

 You may now apply to have that adjoining land  
allotted to you, subject to eligibility and availability. 
 
BDA will examine applications and  
initiate allotment proceedings  
within 60 days, as per the rules. 

 Gave Your Land for Nadaprabhu 
Kempegowda Layout?  
Here’s More Good News 

 Your contribution to Bengaluru’s development  
brings another opportunity.

 
If you voluntarily gave your land for Nadaprabhu  
Kempegowda Layout and received cash compensation, you 
may also be eligible for  an incentive site from BDA.

 
Allotment will be made to eligible landowners in  
accordance with the Government’s special  
incentive scheme and applicable rules.

 Visit the BDA website for eligibility details and application.

Shri N.A. Haris
Chairman, Bangalore Development Authority  
& MLA, Shanthinagar Assembly Constituency

Dr. G. Parameshwara 
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister

Chief Minister 

Shri D.K. Shivakumar 
announces four key initiatives for 

Landowners,  
Homeowners  

and BDA Site Allottees. 

4

2 Have a Home?  
Make It Legally Yours.

 
Good news for families living in homes built 
before 10 July 2008 on BDA-acquired land. 
 
You now have an opportunity to  
regularise your eligible home, with 

 regularisation charges reduced by 50%! 
 
Eligibility conditions apply. 

1

As BDA celebrates its Golden Jubilee, Chief Minister Shri D.K. Shivakumar announces four 
important initiatives for homeowners, landowners and BDA site allottees.

Application Deadline: 17 December 2026 

For Application Please  
Scan the QR Code

For Application Please  
Scan the QR Code

For Application Please  
Scan the QR Code
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Sahyadri College to host 
Synergia 2026

Synergia 2026 unites students and innovators for a three-day 
festival fostering collaboration, creativity, and technical solutions.

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Sahyadri College of Engi-
neering and Management will 
organise its flagship technol-
ogy and innovation festival, 
‘Synergia 2026’, from No-
vember 12 to 14 at its campus 
in Adyar, Mangaluru.

The three-day event aims to 
bring together students, young 
innovators, technology enthu-
siasts and aspiring entrepre-
neurs on a common platform 
to showcase their creativity, 
technical skills and innovative 
ideas.

Synergia 2026 is designed 
to encourage collaboration, 
creativity and the develop-
ment of solutions to emerging 
challenges. The festival will 
feature a range of technical 
and non-technical activities, 
providing participants with 
opportunities to learn, com-
pete, interact with experts and 
explore new areas of technol-
ogy.

36-hour hackathon
One of the major attractions 
will be a 36-hour hackathon, 
offering participants an op-
portunity to develop innova-
tive projects and demonstrate 
their problem-solving abili-
ties. The event will also fea-
ture expert-led workshops and 
developer talks focusing on 
technological advancements, 
innovation and emerging in-
dustry trends.

Several technology-based 
and non-technical competi-
tions are also planned as part 
of the festival. Participants 
will get opportunities to 
demonstrate their talents, ex-
change ideas and compete in 
various activities.

Air show and drones
The festival will additionally 
provide opportunities to ex-
plore project funding options 
to support promising and in-
novative ideas. Special attrac-
tions will include an air show 
featuring aerial displays and 
showcases highlighting avia-

tion innovation and drone 
technology.

According to the organ-
isers, Synergia aims to go be-
yond conventional technical 
competitions by creating an 
environment that promotes 
entrepreneurship, practical 
learning, teamwork and dis-
covery.

The event is expected to 
provide students and young 
visionaries with valuable ex-
posure to emerging technolo-
gies and opportunities to con-
nect with like-minded indi-
viduals.

Through Synergia 2026, 
Sahyadri College seeks to 
strengthen its commitment to 
innovation, entrepreneurship 
and all-round student devel-
opment. The festival will be 
held at Sahyadri Campus, Ad-
yar, Mangaluru.

A press meet on Synergia 2026 at the Mangaluru Press Club.

Balindra Puja 
at Udupi 

Krishna Mutt

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Traditional Deepavali rituals, 
including Balindra Puja, were 
performed with religious fer-
vour at the Sri Krishna Mutt 
in Udupi on Monday.

Balindra Puja holds special 
significance in the Tulunadu 
region. According to local tra-
dition, King Balindra, be-
lieved to have ruled the re-
gion in the past, is welcomed 
and honoured once a year 
during Deepavali.

As part of this agrarian tra-
dition, people light lamps in 
their paddy fields and invite 
the king to visit their homes 
and lands.

The Balindra Puja was per-
formed at the Sri Krishna 
Mutt in the presence of the 
presiding Paryaya pontiff, 
priests and devotees as part of 
the Deepavali celebrations.

Deepavali rituals at the Sri Krishna 
Mutt in Udupi.

Deepavali celebrates nature, 
coastal agrarian traditions

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Deepavali, locally known as 
Parba, is one of the major fes-
tivals celebrated in the coastal 
region of Karnataka. Beyond 
the lighting of lamps, the fes-
tival reflects a deep connec-
tion with nature, agriculture 
and traditional cultural prac-
tices.

Its rituals include worship-
ping the Earth, cattle, farming 
equipment and welcoming 
King Balindra.

Unlike other regions, Dee-
pavali in coastal Karnataka 
has distinctive customs and is 
generally celebrated over 
three days, from Naraka 
Chaturdashi to Balipadyami. 
However, Naraka Chaturdashi 
is not observed in some parts 
of the district.

The celebrations begin with 
an oil bath on Naraka Chatur-
dashi. The previous night, the 
water-heating vessel  is 
cleaned, decorated with san-
dalwood paste and tied with a 
cucumber vine before being 
filled with well water. The 
following morning, family 
members apply oil, place 
coins in the hot-water vessel 

and pay their respects before 
bathing.

Preparing dosas is another 
important tradition. Batter is 
made the previous night, and 
dosas are served to elders ear-
ly the next morning, accom-
panied by traditional jaggery, 
coconut or vegetable dishes.

Balipadyami, or Padya, is 
marked by worship of local 
Daivas. In the evening, fami-
lies decorate Belaku Mara, 
ceremonial illuminated poles 
installed near houses, paddy 
fields, cattle sheds and 
shrines. Some communities 
also use traditional torches.

Go Puja is another signifi-
cant ritual. Cattle are bathed, 
decorated with vermilion and 
flower garlands, worshipped 
at dusk and fed beaten rice. 
Cattle sheds are also cleaned 
and fresh green leaves spread.

This is followed by Ayudha 
Puja, during which agricultur-
al implements, household 
tools, measuring vessels and 
vehicles are cleaned and dec-
orated with flowers.

These customs highlight the 
close relationship between 
Deepavali, farming, cattle and 
nature, preserving the coastal 
region’s rich agrarian heritage 
for future generations.

A Deepavali setting decorated with 
marigold garlands and lamps.

Alva’s Ayurveda college 
organises Abhyanga 

Saptaha camp
CH NEWS, MOODBIDRI

Alva’s Ayurveda Medical 
C o l l e g e  o rg a n i s e d  a n 
‘Abhyanga Saptaha’ treat-
ment camp on the occasion of 
the Deepavali festival, offer-
ing traditional Ayurvedic oil 
massage and wellness treat-
ments to promote health and 
well-being.

The camp was organised as 
part of the institution’s efforts 
to create awareness about the 
importance of Ayurveda and 
its traditional therapies. 
Abhyanga, an Ayurvedic 
practice involving the appli-
cation of warm medicinal oil 
to the body, is traditionally 
recommended for maintaining 
physical and mental well-be-
ing.

The treatment is considered 
an important part of the 
Ayurvedic daily routine and 
is believed to help improve 
blood circulation, relax mus-
cles, reduce physical fatigue 
and nourish the body. The 
practice also holds special 
significance during the fes-
tive season, when traditional 
health and wellness practices 
are encouraged.

The initiative aimed to fa-

miliarise people with the ben-
efits of Ayurvedic treatments 
and provide them an opportu-
nity to experience traditional 
therapies under professional 
supervision.

Ayurveda doctors and 
trained therapists associated 
with the institution were in-
volved in the programme. 
Participants were offered 
guidance on the appropriate 
use of Ayurvedic oils and the 
importance of following tra-
ditional wellness practices.

The programme also high-
lighted the relevance of 
Ayurveda in contemporary 
lifestyles and encouraged 
people to adopt preventive 
healthcare practices.

Alva’s Ayurveda Medical 
College has been involved in 
promoting traditional systems 
of medicine through academ-
ic activities, treatment ser-
vices and public awareness 
programmes.

The Abhyanga Saptaha ini-
tiative was organised with the 
objective of combining the 
festive spirit of Deepavali 
with traditional healthcare 
practices and encouraging 
greater public interest in 
Ayurveda.

Konkani singing marathon 
completes 150 hours

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Konkani singing mara-
thon organised by cultural 
organisation Mandd Sobhann 
has successfully completed 
150 hours of continuous sing-
ing, moving closer to its goal 
of entering the Guinness 
World Records.

The  mara thon,  t i t led 
‘Konkani Nirantari Sansar’, is 
being held at Town Hall in 
Mangaluru as part of the 
12‑day, 12-hour and 12-min-
ute World Konkani Music 
Mega Convention. The event 
is being organised in memory 
of the late Eric Ozario, a 
prominent figure associated 
with the Konkani cultural 
movement.

Firecrackers mark the 
milestone
The achievement of complet-
ing 150 hours of uninterrupt-
ed singing was celebrated 
enthusiastically by Konkani 
activists and supporters, who 
burst firecrackers to mark the 
occasion.

The unique musical initia-
tive features Konkani moth-
er-tongue speakers participat-
ing in continuous singing 
sessions. Singers have been 
taking part in the marathon to 

showcase the richness of the 
Konkani language, its musical 
traditions and cultural heri-
tage.

The programme has attract-
ed considerable attention 
from the public and Konkani 
community members, with 
participants contributing to 
the ambitious attempt through 
their performances.

Organisers said the mara-
thon is progressing towards 
setting a Guinness World Re-
cord for continuous singing. 
The initiative aims not only to 
achieve a global record but 
also to promote Konkani lan-
guage, music and cultural 
identity among younger gen-
erations.

The 150-hour milestone 
marks an important stage in 
the ongoing event, with par-
ticipants continuing their per-
formances to extend the dura-
tion of the marathon.

The World Konkani Music 
Mega Convention is bringing 
together artists, singers, cul-
tural activists and music en-
thusiasts on a common plat-
form to celebrate Konkani 
heritage.

The marathon is expected 
to remain a major attraction 
of the convention as the re-
cord attempt continues.

2 labourers found dead 
in arecanut plantation

CH NEWS, CHIKKAMAGALURU

The bodies of two labourers 
were discovered in a water 

tank at an arecanut plantation 
in Amrutapura village of 
Tarikere taluk, Chikkamaga-
luru district, on Monday. The 
incident has triggered an in-
vestigation by the local po-
lice.

The deceased have been 
identified as Anand (48) and 
Junjanayaka (65). According 
to preliminary information, 
both men had gone to an are-
canut plantation belonging to 
a villager named Murugesh 
on Monday morning to un-

dertake arecanut husking 
work.

However, shortly after 
reaching the plantation, their 
bodies were found inside a 
water tank located near the 
farmhouse on the property. 
The discovery created shock 
among local residents.

Cause unclear
The circumstances surround-
ing their deaths remain un-
clear. Police are investigating 
whether the two labourers 
accidentally fell into the wa-
ter tank, died by suicide or 
were victims of a possible 
murder.

Following the discovery, 
the bodies were recovered and 
shifted to the Government 
Hospital in Tarikere for fur-
ther procedures, including 
post-mortem examinations.

Tar ikere  pol ice  have 
launched an investigation and 
are gathering information 
from the plantation owner 
and other relevant persons to 
establish the sequence of 
events.

The exact cause of death is 
yet to be determined. Police 
said further details are expect-
ed after the post-mortem ex-
amination and completion of 
the investigation.

Raghavendra demands crop loss 
compensation, flight services

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

MP B.Y. Raghavendra has 
urged the Karnataka Govern-
ment to provide adequate 
compensation to farmers for 
crop losses in accordance 
with State Disaster Response 
Fund (SDRF) guidelines.

He accused the government 
of making empty promises 
instead of offering meaning-
ful relief to distressed farm-
ers.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Raghavendra recalled 
that in 2022, when the BJP 
was in power, the state gov-
ernment provided an addi-
tional ₹6,900 per hectare over 
the SDRF compensation of 
₹6,800, taking the total assis-
tance to ₹13,700. He demand-
ed that the present govern-
ment follow the same model 

instead of merely expressing 
sympathy for farmers.

Reacting to Food and Civil 
Supplies Minister Rizwan Ar-
shad’s claim that petrol con-
tains 30 per cent ethanol, the 
MP alleged that the statement 
was misleading. He said tests 
conducted in Karnataka had 
not established any instance 
of such high-level ethanol 
blending.

Raghavendra also expressed 
concern over the possible sus-
pension of flight services 
from Shivamogga Airport 
from November 21, following 
the completion of financial 
assistance under the UDAN 
scheme. With IndiGo services 
already discontinued, he urged 
the state government to ensure 
at least one daily flight be-
tween Shivamogga and Ben-
galuru.

He said air connectivity 
was essential for business, 
tourism, education, industry 
and medical travel in the 
Malenadu region. He also 
sought financial incentives for 
airlines, similar to the support 
extended to flight services in 
Kalaburagi and Bidar.

Pointing out that around 
₹15 crore in additional assis-
tance over three-and-a-half 
years could help maintain ser-
vices, he urged immediate 
government intervention. He 
said efforts to develop 
night-landing facilities at the 
airport would be undermined 
if flight operations were dis-
continued.

MLC D.S. Arun, Dr. Dhan-
anjaya Sarji, district BJP pres-
ident Jagadish N.K. and other 
party office-bearers were 
present.

Cycle rally marks Legal Services Day in Shivamogga

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

A cycle rally was organised in 
Shivamogga on Monday to 
mark Legal Services Day and 
create awareness about citi-
zens’ rights, duties, environ-
mental protection and the 
availability of free legal assis-
tance.

Flagging off the rally from 
the District Court premises, 
Senior Civil Judge and Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
Member Secretary Santhosh 

M.S. said the initiative aimed 
to educate people about their 
legal rights and responsibili-
ties.

Santhosh also highlighted 
two upcoming Lok Adalats. A 
Special Lok Adalat will be 
held on November 21 to settle 
cheque bounce cases, while 
the National Lok Adalat on 
December 12 will take up 
compoundable civil and crim-
inal cases.

He further informed that a 
50 per cent discount on pend-

ing traffic e-challan fines 
would be available from No-
vember 21 to December 11, 
2026, and urged vehicle own-
ers to utilise the opportunity.

District Bar Association 
president G.R. Raghavendra 
Swamy appealed to litigants 
to use Lok Adalats and medi-
ation facilities to resolve dis-
putes quickly and amicably.

The rally was jointly organ-
ised by the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority, District Bar 
Association, Police Depart-

ment, Shivamogga City Cor-
poration, Cycle Club, Youth 
Hostel Association, Rotary 
and JCI organisations, and ed-
ucational institutions.

Students Sumukha M.S., 
Shreyas and Vihan led the ral-
ly, which passed through Ma-
haveera Circle, Seenappa 
Shetty Circle, Amir Ahmed 
Circle, the bus stand, Circuit 
House signal and Jail Circle 
before returning to the Dis-
trict Court.

Several officials, advocates, 
social organisation represen-
tatives and students partici-
pated in the programme.

The cycle rally is flagged off from the District Court premises in Shivamogga.

3 convicts get 20 
years in POCSO case

CH NEWS, 
SHIVAMOGGA

Three persons convicted 
in a sexual assault case 

involving a minor girl have 
been sentenced to 20 

years of rigorous impris-
onment by the 

Shivamogga District and 
Sessions Court. The 
accused include a 

28‑year-old man and two 
accomplices who helped 
him by providing a vehicle 

and shelter. The court 
also imposed a fine of 
₹3.60 lakh on the con-

victs. It directed that 
₹3 lakh be paid as com-
pensation to the victim, 
while the government 

was ordered to provide an 
additional ₹4 lakh in 

assistance.

Youth arrested for 
harassing woman 

gets bail
CH NEWS, PUTTUR

A youth arrested for alleg-
edly stalking and harass-

ing a woman in Puttur has 
been granted bail. 

According to police, the 
incident occurred in the 

afternoon when the 
woman was walking 

along a road at Kuriya. 
The accused allegedly 
followed and harassed 
her, prompting her to 

approach the police and 
lodge a complaint. Based 
on the complaint, police 

registered a case and 
arrested the youth. He 

was subsequently 
granted bail. Further 

details regarding the inci-
dent and the circum-

stances surrounding the 
accused’s release are 

awaited.

Truck seized for 
illegal laterite soil 

transport
CH NEWS, BANTWAL

Vittal police have seized a 
truck allegedly transport-

ing red laterite soil without 
valid permits or support-

ing documents at 
Bairikatte in Kanyana vil-

lage of Bantwal taluk. 
Police Sub-Inspector 

Ramakrishna received 
information that a heavy 
goods vehicle had broken 
down and was obstruct-

ing traffic on a public road. 
During inspection, police 
found the truck bearing 

registration number 
KA-21-C-4608 loaded 
with laterite soil. The 

driver, Irfan Pasha (40), 
from Sakleshpur, claimed 
the vehicle had developed 
a mechanical fault. Police 
seized the truck and regis-

tered a case under rele-
vant provisions of the BNS 

and mining laws.

Synergia in a 
nutshell
→	 Innovation and creative 

collaboration

→	 36-hour hackathon is the 
main attraction

→	 Expert workshops on 
emerging technology

→	 Technical and non-technical 
competitions

→	 Opportunities for project 
funding

→	 Air show on drone 
technology

In Tulunadu, Deepavali’s 
Balindra Puja honours 

the legendary King 
Balindra by lighting 

paddy field lamps to 
invite him home.

Deepavali, or Parba, is 
a major coastal 
Karnataka festival 
celebrating nature, 
agriculture, and 
tradition by honouring 
Earth, cattle, and King 
Balindra.

Amrutapura: the village in Tarikere 
taluk, Chikkamagaluru district.

SDRF RELIEF GUIDELINES

₹6,800
SDRF aid per hectare

₹6,900
added by the state in 2022

₹13,700
total per hectare

Coming up
NOV 21 Special Lok Adalat 

on cheque bounce 
cases

DEC 12 National Lok 
Adalat on 
compoundable 
cases

50% off pending 
fines, Nov 21 to Dec 
11

HELPLINE 15100, free legal 
aid

MANGALURU
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Protesters demand action against 

Bidar DHO over nurse transfer
Protesters accused the DHO of abusing official authority over nurse Bhagyalakshmi’s transfer 

cancellation, demanding accountability through a memorandum to the Health Minister.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Members of the Rashtriya 
Ahind Sanghatane staged a 
protest outside the District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department office on Mon-
day, demanding action against 
the District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer (DHO) and 
the transfer of a nurse work-
ing at the Janawada Primary 
Health Centre (PHC) in Bidar 
taluk.

The protesters accused the 
DHO of misusing his official 
authority by cancelling the 
transfer order issued against 
nurse Bhagyalakshmi. They 
raised slogans against the of-
ficer and submitted a memo-
randum addressed to the State 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister through the Deputy 
Commissioner.

According to the memoran-
dum, complaints had been 
raised against Bhagyalakshmi 
over her alleged behaviour 
towards pregnant women vis-
iting the health centre. The 
protesters claimed that she 
had failed to provide proper 

assistance to women experi-
encing labour pains, putting 
mothers and newborns at risk.

The memorandum stated 
that complaints regarding the 
nurse’s conduct had earlier 
been submitted to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Zilla Pancha-
yat Chief Executive Officer 
and DHO. Following these 
complaints, the DHO had re-
portedly issued a transfer or-
der. However, the order was 
cancelled a few days later.

The organisation alleged 
that the decision to withdraw 
the transfer order reflected the 
misuse of official powers and 
demanded an inquiry into the 
DHO’s actions.

The protesters called for 
Bhagyalakshmi’s immediate 
transfer and appropriate disci-

plinary action against the 
DHO. They also urged the 
authorities to ensure proper 
healthcare services for preg-
nant women and children at 
the Janawada PHC.

Those who participated in 
the protest included Rashtriya 
Ahind Sanghatane District 
President Ghalappa Bemalk-
heda, former Taluk Panchayat 
member Ravindra Bhange, 
BVS Distr ict  President 
Pradeep Natekar, Lakshman 
S. Devaka, Somashekhar 
Karakanalli, Anthony S. Dod-
di, Sachin Metre and Ravi 
Sharma, among others.

Members of the Rashtriya Ahind Sanghatane stage a protest outside the District 
Health and Family Welfare Department office in Bidar on Monday.

Shivalinge Gowda rejects 
bribery allegations, 
demands apology

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Karnataka Excise Minister 
and Hassan District In-charge 
Minister K.M. Shivalinge 
Gowda has strongly denied 
allegations that Deputy Com-
missioner K.S. Latha Kumari 
paid him a bribe to avoid be-
ing transferred.

He challenged former Chief 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy 
to provide evidence to support 
the allegations or withdraw 
them and issue a public apol-
ogy.

In a media statement, 
Shivalinge Gowda said seri-
ous allegations against public 
representatives must be sup-
ported by evidence. He ques-
tioned the authenticity of the 
WhatsApp conversations pre-
sented to support the claims 
and said mentioning some-
one’s name in a conversation 
did not establish that money 
had changed hands.

He urged Kumaraswamy to 
submit any available evidence 

to the appropriate investigat-
ing agency so that the truth 
could emerge. He also reject-
ed what he described as base-
less allegations against him-
self and the Deputy Commis-
sioner.

Referring to the ongoing 
Hassanamba Jatra Mahotsava, 
the minister said religious cel-
ebrations should not be used 
for political attacks. He stated 
that he would not allow even 
a single rupee to be misappro-
priated in the festival arrange-
ments and offered to provide 
a detailed account supported 
by evidence.

The minister said he had 
been staying in Hassan for the 
past 20 days, working along-
side the local MP to oversee 
preparations for the annual 
festival. He added that his pri-
ority was to ensure proper 
arrangements and facilities 
for devotees.

Shivalinge Gowda said he 
was willing to respond to any 
genuine questions about ad-
ministrative lapses if they 
were supported by evidence. 
However, he maintained that 
allegations damaging his rep-
utation and that of the Deputy 
Commissioner were unaccept-
able.

He reiterated his demand 
that Kumaraswamy either 
prove the allegations or pub-
licly withdraw them and apol-
ogise.

Excise Minister K.M. Shivalinge Gowda.

Drought, rising prices dampen 
Deepavali celebrations

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Deepavali celebrations in 
Muddebihal have been sub-
dued this year as drought con-
ditions and rising prices of 
festive items have forced 
families to reduce their pur-
chases.

Unlike previous years, 
shoppers are buying fewer 
flowers, fruits, decorative 
lights and firecrackers due to 
the increased cost of essential 
items.

Flowers are selling at ₹100 
to ₹120 per kg. Fruit prices 
have also increased amid in-
adequate post-monsoon rain-
fall. Lemons cost ₹5 each, 
while apples and mosambis 
are priced at ₹40 each. A doz-

en hybrid bananas costs ₹70 
to ₹80, while country bananas 
are selling for ₹100 to ₹120.

Decorative electric lights, 
which previously cost ₹90 to 
₹200, are now priced between 
₹280 and ₹600.

The rising prices have af-
fected household budgets, 
with many families cutting 
down on purchases of flowers 
and fruits for Lakshmi Puja. 
The drought situation has fur-
ther added to people’s diffi-
culties.

Despite the festive occa-
sion, the rising cost of essen-
tial items has reduced the usu-
al excitement in the local 
market, making Deepavali 
celebrations more expensive 
for residents.

Mandya farmers can apply for crop insurance scheme
CH NEWS, MANDYA

Farmers in Mandya district 
can enrol in the Karnataka 
Raitha Suraksha Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for 
the 2026‑27 Rabi (Hingaru) 
and summer (Besige) seasons. 
The scheme has been ap-
proved under the State Govern-
ment notification dated October 
31, 2026.

For the Rabi season, horse 
gram (rain-fed) insurance is 
available in notified Gram Pan-
chayats of Maddur, Mandya, 
Nagamangala, Pandavapura and 
Srirangapatna taluks. For the 
summer season, farmers in no-
tified Gram Panchayats of Man-
dya, Pandavapura and Sriranga-
patna can insure irrigated paddy 
crops.

At the hobli level, Rabi crop 
insurance covers irrigated ragi 
and rain-fed horse gram in noti-
fied areas of Mandya, Maddur, 

Malavalli, Pandavapura, K.R. 
Pete and Nagamangala taluks. 
Tomato insurance is also avail-
able in Chinakuruli, Melukote 
and Kasaba hoblis of Pan-
davapura taluk.

For the summer season, irri-
gated paddy and ragi are cov-
ered in notified hoblis of the 
same six taluks. Tomato insur-
ance is available in Melukote 
hobli of Pandavapura taluk.

Under the revised scheme 
guidelines, farmers who have 
taken crop loans will be auto-
matically enrolled. Those who 
do not wish to participate must 
submit a written declaration to 
their bank manager at least sev-
en days before the registration 
deadline. Participation is volun-
tary for farmers without crop 
loans.

Applicants must provide their 
Aadhaar number and land re-
cords, such as the Record of 
Rights, Tenancy and Crops 

(RTC), or bank passbook. A 
Farmers Identification Number 
(FID/FRUITS ID) is also man-
datory. Farmers without an FID 
can obtain one through the near-
est Raitha Samparka Kendra or 
Horticulture Department office.

Farmers can pay premiums 
and submit applications through 
banks, Common Service Cen-
tres and Grama One centres. 
They must also ensure that their 
crops are correctly recorded 
through the Crop Survey App or 
authorised enumerators, as in-
surance claims will be checked 
against crop survey records.

Community participation vital for TB-free India: DC
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Deputy Commissioner S. 
Ramya has stressed the im-
portance of community par-
ticipation in eliminating tu-
berculosis (TB) and achieving 
the goal of a TB-free India.

She called for intensified 
surveillance and awareness 
programmes, particularly in 
Chitradurga and Challakere 
taluks, where the district has 
reported a higher number of 
cases.

She was speaking at a dis-
trict-level Tuberculosis Fo-
rum meeting held at the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office. 
She expressed concern over 
India’s high TB burden and 
said coordinated efforts were 

needed to identify cases early 
and provide timely treatment.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed health officials to 
strengthen surveillance in the 
two taluks. She also called for 

special campaigns in urban 
areas to identify suspected 
cases and create public aware-
ness. She instructed various 
government departments to 
work together with the Health 

Department to improve early 
detection.

District Tuberculosis Con-
trol Officer Dr. Thulasiranga-
nath explained the national 
TB control programme and 
the importance of early diag-
nosis, treatment and regular 
patient follow-up. He high-
lighted the use of modern di-
agnostic equipment and tech-
nology to detect the disease 
quickly.

According to the figures 
presented at the meeting, Chi-
tradurga district has 1,085 
patients currently undergoing 
treatment. Of these, 347 are 
in Chitradurga, 133 in Ho-
lalkere, 130 in Hosadurga, 
147 in Hiriyur, 213 in Chal-
lakere and 115 in Molakalm-

uru.
The district’s reported treat-

ment recovery rate stands at 
88%, compared with 90% at 
the State level.

Dr. Thulasiranganath said 
patients must receive contin-
uous medical support until 
they complete treatment. He 
also encouraged people to use 
the Nikshay mobile applica-
tion for information about 
TB.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. M.C. 
Sunil Kumar, District RCH 
Officer Dr. D.M. Abhinav, 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department Deputy Di-
rector Vijayakumar and other 
departmental officials attend-
ed the meeting.

Prasannakumar 
appointed Bidar 

Jawahar Bal Manch 
President

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Prasannakumar has 
been appointed as the 
Bidar District President 
of Jawahar Bal Manch.

The appointment was 
announced by Karnataka 

State President of 
Jawahar Bal Manch 

Mainuddin H.J., following 
recommendations from 

AICC President 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 

KPCC President B.K. 
Hariprasad, AICC General 

Secretary Randeep 
Singh Surjewala, 

Jawahar Bal Manch 
National President G.V. 

Hari and Congress 
District President Abdul 

Mannan Seth.In the 
appointment order, 

Mainuddin H.J. instructed 
Prasannakumar to 

strengthen the organisa-
tion’s district unit, 

expand its activities 
across Bidar and coordi-
nate with local leaders.
He has also been asked 

to focus on building a 
strong organisational 

network and increasing 
the organisation’s pres-

ence throughout the 

district.

Gram Panchayat 
Tax Collector Test 

Nov 20
CH NEWS, Chitradurga

A computer literacy test 
for candidates shortlist-
ed for direct recruitment 
to Gram Panchayat Tax 
Collector posts across 

Chitradurga district 
will be conducted on 
November 20 at the 

Government College of 
Teacher Education.

The list of 58 eligible 
candidates has been 

published on the official 
website, chitradurga.nic.
in. Candidates must re-
port to the examination 
centre one hour before 

the scheduled time.
According to Zilla 

Panchayat CEO Dr. 
S. Akash, candidates 
numbered 01–20 will 
appear from 10 AM to 
11:30 AM, 21–40 from 
noon to 1:30 PM, and 
41–58 from 2 PM to 

3:30 PM.

Chitradurga Zilla 
Panchayat announc-
es tecruitment test 

schedule
CH NEWS, 

CHITRADURGA
The Chitradurga Zilla 

Panchayat has scheduled 
a Computer Literacy (Effi-
ciency) Test on November 

20, 2026, for direct re-
cruitment to vacant Tax 

Collector (Karasooligara) 
posts across local Gram 

Panchayats.
According to an official 

notification issued on be-
half of the Chief Executive 

Officer, 58 shortlisted 
candidates will appear for 

the assessment at the 
Teacher Education Col-

lege, Chitradurga.
The examination will run 

in three sequential batch-
es: serial numbers 1 to 20 

from 10:00 AM to 11:30 
AM, 21 to 40 from 12:00 
PM to 1:30 PM, and 41 to 
58 from 2:00 PM to 3:30 
PM. Candidates must re-

port one hour prior to 
their slot. The complete 

list is available on the offi-
cial district portal

This notice is given to the General 
public that my client, State Bank of 
India, Jyothinagara Branch, Sira 
Town is going to sanction loan in 
favour of Smt.H.V.Manjula W/o 
J.Manjunatha, against security of 
below mentioned schedule property 
and other properties. As per the 
information from Smt.H.V.Manjula, 
she has misplaced the original 
Grant Certificate Dt:29.04.1999, vide 
No.LNDRUC(ka)C.R:136/1991-92. 
In this regard she has lodged online 
complaint to police department, 
vide lost Report No.2523624/2026. 
Hence anybody having title interest, 
and right in any manner over the 
schedule property, may intimate the 
same in writing with documentary 
evidence to the undersigned within 
07 days from the date of this 
publication, failing which my client will 
proceed with the loan transactions as 
not claimed. Further it is requested 
that if anybody finds above said 
regd Sale Deed, the same may be 
handed over either to me or to my 
client. SCHEDUELE: Agriculture 
land bearing old Sy.No.31, block 
No.17, new Sy.No.324 measuring 
1 acre 5 guntas situated at Seebi 
Agrahara Village, Kallambella 
Hobli, Sira Taluk, Tumakuru District.

PUBLIC NOTICE

H.Wajid Ahmed 
Advocate and Notary 
R.T.Road Sira Town 
Mob: 9448101786

The protest in brief
→	 Protest: the Rashtriya Ahind 

Sanghatane demonstrated 
outside the District Health 
Department office

→	 Complaint: the nurse is 
accused of failing women in 
labour at the Janawada PHC

→	 Reversal: the DHO ordered 
her transfer after complaints, 
then cancelled it within days

→	 Memorandum: sent to the 
Health Minister through the 
Deputy Commissioner

Janawada: the primary health centre is 
in Bidar taluk.

FIGHT AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS

A KILLER'S CHILLING OVERNIGHT 
TRAIL ON CHAMUNDI HILL

MYSURU
  

A car carrying a horrifying 
secret rolled into Mysuru at 
10.40 am on October 26. To 
anyone watching, it was just 
another vehicle making its 
way along the Bengaluru-My-
suru highway. But concealed 
inside the cab were two bod-
ies, allegedly belonging to 
members of a family brutally 
murdered in Bengaluru’s Ra-
jajinagar.

What followed reads like a 
chilling crime thriller, with 
Chamundi Hill becoming the 
unlikely setting for an alleged 
exercise in calculated body 
disposal.

The 52-year-old accused, S. 
Indushekhar alias Arjun Indu-
shekhar, a cab driver, is al-
leged to have murdered seven 
members of his wife Sunitha’s 

family over a domestic and 
property dispute. The recov-
ery of two more bodies from 
Chamundi Hill has now 
brought into focus the disturb-
ing details of his alleged 
movements in Mysuru.

According to police sourc-
es, the cab crossed the Ganan-
guru Toll Plaza near Sriranga-
patna at 10.40 am on October 
26. The bodies were allegedly 
wrapped in cloth and sprayed 
with chemicals to suppress the 
smell, apparently ensuring that 
the journey would not attract 
unwanted attention.

But the most disturbing part 
of the alleged operation un-
folded on Chamundi Hill.

A festival crowd, a calculat-
ed opportunity?

October 26 coincided with 
the Teppotsava of Goddess 
Chamundeshwari at Devikere. 

Thousands of devotees had 
converged on the hill, prompt-
ing the deployment of addi-
tional police personnel around 
the temple tank and adjoining 
areas.

Yet, according to investiga-
tors, the accused may have 
found an opportunity in the 
very arrangements made for 
crowd management. While po-
lice presence was substantial 
around Devikere, patrolling at 
other viewpoints and stretches 

of the hill was relatively 
sparse.

Investigators suspect that he 
exploited these gaps, moving 
his car between different park-
ing locations and viewpoints 
before allegedly pushing the 
bodies down steep slopes.

One body reportedly got en-
tangled in a tree, while another 
plunged nearly 30 metres into 
a deep gorge. Dense vegeta-
tion and difficult terrain, com-
pounded by rainfall, made the 
bodies difficult to spot.

The car that concealed a ter-
rible secret

Perhaps the most chilling 
detail is that the accused re-
portedly remained inside his 
car for extended periods, even 
parking at forest department 
viewpoints where patrols were 
conducted at intervals of 
around 30 minutes.

Kannada must drive livelihood and 
employment: Prof. Ananda

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Kannada must become the 
language of livelihood and 
employment, and people 
should make it an integral 
part of their daily lives, said 
noted writer Prof. C.S. Anan-
da.

He was speaking as the 
chief guest at the 71st Karna-
taka Rajyotsava celebration 
organised by the city-based 
Suki Cultural Organisation 
and Suki Musical Studio.

A 2,000‑year literary 
history
Prof. Ananda said Karnataka 
had a rich history and cultural 
heritage, while Kannada had a 
literary history spanning near-
ly 2,000 years. He stressed 
that Kannadigas had a respon-
sibility to preserve, promote 

and use the language in their 
everyday activities.

He said Kannada was the 
language of people’s homes 

and hearts and had made 
valuable contributions to lit-
erature and society. The writ-
ings and teachings of the Sha-
ranas, Dasas, saints, Tatvapa-
dakaras and folk thinkers had 
enriched Kannada literature 
and conveyed important mes-
sages about humanity.

He also noted that eight 
prominent writers from the 
region had contributed sig-
nificantly to modern Kannada 
literature through their cre-
ative works.

Prof. Ananda urged people 
to take pride in their language 
and ensure that Kannada con-
tinued to grow through regu-
lar use and cultural activities.

Songs for Rajyotsava
The programme also featured 
musical performances by sev-
eral artists who presented 
songs celebrating Kannada 
language and culture.

Senior journalist and ama-
teur singer M. Sanjeeva par-
ticipated along with Gun-
durao Kadani, Basavantraya 
Kolakur, Siddu Waghmare, 
Sangeeta Waghmare, Kaviraj 
Nimbala, Sagara Waghmare 
and Kaviraj Ananda.

Organisation President 
Kiran Patil welcomed the 
gathering, delivered the intro-
ductory address and proposed 
the vote of thanks.

Kannada is the 
language of people’s 
homes and hearts, 
Prof. Ananda said
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PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀgÀPÁgÀ 
PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAf¤ÃAiÀÄgï

UÁæ«ÄÃt PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÊªÀÄð®å E¯ÁSÉ
«¨sÁUÀ PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ, ºÀ§ÄâªÁqÁ-PÁgÀªÁgÀ, GvÀÛgÀ PÀ£ÀßqÀ f¯Éè - 581301
zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ: (08382)228935                E-mail: eerdwsd.uk@gmail.com

¸À»/- PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ EAf¤ÃAiÀÄgÀgÀÄ
UÁæ«ÄÃt PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÊªÀÄð®å «¨sÁUÀ

PÁgÀªÁgÀ (G.PÀ. f¯Éè)
DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/548/26-27 
dt. 09.11.2026

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÁdå¥Á®gÀ ¥ÀgÀªÁV PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÁðºÀPÀ C©üAiÀÄAvÀgÀgÀÄ, UÁæ«ÄÃt 
PÀÄrAiÀÄÄªÀ ¤ÃgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÊªÀÄð®å « s̈ÁUÀ PÁgÀªÁgÀ EªÀjAzÀ É̄ÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV 
E¯ÁSÉAiÀÄ°è £ÉÆAzÁ¬Ä¹zÀ CºÀð ºÁUÀÆ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ À̧AUÀæºÀuÉUÀ¼À 
¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï£À°è  £ÉÆAzÁ¬Ä À̧®àlÖ  UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ, PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ̧ ÀPÁðgÀzÀ  ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ 
RjÃ¢ ¥ÁgÀzÀ±ÀðPÀvÉ PÁ£ÀÆ£ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ ¤AiÀÄªÀiÁªÀ½ 2000 ºÁUÀÆ Standard 
Tender Document KW-3 £ÀAvÉ PÁ®PÁ®PÉÌ ºÉÆgÀr À̧̄ ÁzÀ wzÀÄÝ¥Àr DzÉÃ±ÀUÀ¼À£ÀéAiÀÄ  
¤§AzsÀ£ÉUÉ M¼À¥ÀlÄÖ F PÉ¼ÀV£ÀAvÉ LlAªÁgÀÄ mÉAqÀgï PÀgÉAiÀÄ¯ÁVzÉ. CºÀð 
UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ ªÉ̈ ï Ȩ́Êmï https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è ¥ÀæPÀn¹zÀAvÉ. 
mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀUÀ¼ÀÄ F PÉ¼ÀV£ÀAwzÉ.
PÁªÀÄUÁj ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ: (1) RWSSD/2026-27/WT/WORK_INDENT11070
(2) RWSSD/2026-27/WT/WORK_INDENT11071
(1) mÉAqÀgï zÁR¯ÁwUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÇæPÀÄågÀªÉÄAmï ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ qË£À¯ÉÆÃqï 
ªÀiÁrPÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 09-11-2026 jAzÀ 20-11-2026gÀ 16.30 
UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ (2) mÉAqÀgÀÄUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÇæPÀÄågÀªÉÄAmï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ¸À°è¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 20-11-2026 gÀ 16.30 UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ (3) mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ 
¢£ÁAPÀ: 21-11-2026 gÀAzÀÄ 17.00 UÀAmÉAiÀÄ £ÀAvÀgÀ. G½zÀ «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in ªÉ¨ï¸ÉÊmï£À°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ F 
PÀbÉÃj¬ÄAzÀ PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÀÄ.

£ÀA.:PÁ¤EA/UÁæPÀÄ¤&£ÉÊ«/PÁgÀªÁgÀ/¦©-2/ mÉAqÀgï/FSTP/2026-27/1618      ¢£ÁAPÀ: 09/11/2026

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ¸ÀAUÀæºÀuÉUÀ¼À ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ

Dvg: 839  Siz : 13x2

Karnataka Public Procurement portal
short term Tender

Sd/- Municipal commissioner.
City municipal Council Chitrdurga.

No.CMC: Technical(1)/Tender:CR:10/2026-27, Date:07-11-2026

CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, CHITRADURGA-577501
(Telephone & Fax No. 08195- 200094

E-mail :ka.chitradurga.cmc@gmail.com

DIPR/CTA/KSMCA/
397/2026-27

Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Full-Term Tender
Notification (Applications invited as per Standard Tender
Document KW-1, 2 Rules) On behalf of the Governor of the
State of Karnataka within the limits of Chitradurga Municipal
Council Proposed Construction of Central Meat Market at
Chitradurga City to implement the procurement execute
works, CMC fund of Rs. 236.75 lakhs. 15 Works, 1 Ro Plant
Repaire and maitenance and 2 good Indents Item-wise tenders
have been invited via the 'two-cover system' on the Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal for Eligible contractors registered
with the Karnataka Public Works Department or the Electricity
Department as well are invited to participate. Please visit
the department's website for documents related to the
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal. Applications will not
be accepted at this office through this mode alone. Details
are provided below. For further information, one may consult
the engineers in the City Municipal Council's works division
or visit the municipal website at www.chitradurgacity.mrc.
gov.in. The GST amount will be paid separately. (Maximum
amount: Rs.50.00 lakhs).
(1) Last date for submission of Applications as per K.P.P. Portal
for blank tender forms and submission of filled schedule-B
17-11-2026 up to 5.00 PM (2) Date of opening the Tender
(Technical) 18-11-2026 at 5.30 PM (3) Date of opening the Tender
(Financial) 19.11.2026 at 5.30 PM or After approval of Technical Bid
(4) Application Fee (Non-returnable) As per K.P.P. Portal Rules.

Encroachment on government 
land cleared in Ballari

ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MUHAMMAD N. ZUBAIR SAID 1 
ACRE AND 23 CENTS OF GOVERNMENT LAND, EARMARKED FOR ROAD 

WIDENING AND PUBLIC PURPOSES, HAD BEEN ENCROACHED UPON

CH NEWS, BALLARI

The Revenue and Police de-
partments jointly conducted 
an operation on Monday to 
reclaim government land al-
legedly under illegal en-
croachment in Survey No. 
607 in Ballari city. The oper-
ation was led by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Mu-
hammad N. Zubair.

Speaking to reporters after 

the operation, Zubair said that 
1 acre and 23 cents of land, 
which had been reserved by 
the Deputy Commissioner for 
road widening and other pub-
lic purposes, had been en-
croached upon.

He further explained that 
another 2 acres and 27 cents 
had been allotted approxi-
mately 14 years ago to the 
Aarogya Niketana Trust for 
the welfare of intellectually 

disabled children belonging 
to backward communities. 
However, the land had report-
edly remained unused and 
had not served the purpose 
for which it was originally 
granted.

Following irregularities 
identified in an audit report 
and the completion of the re-
quired legal procedures, the 
district administration initiat-
ed action to reclaim the land. 
Accordingly, the government 
took possession of the land 
allotted to the trust, following 

the directions of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Nagendra 
Prasad K.

In total, the land, including 
the portion earmarked for road 
widening, has been brought 
back under government pos-
session.

Zubair also stated that the 
operation marked the 17th 
successful encroachment 
clearance drive conducted by 
the Task Force constituted un-
der the leadership of the Dep-
uty Commissioner.

Assistant Commissioner 
H.D. Rajesh, the Tahsildar, 
and officials and personnel 
from the Revenue and Police 
departments participated in 
the operation.

The district administration 
stated that the action was part 
of its efforts to protect gov-
ernment property and ensure 
that public land is utilized for 
its intended purposes.

The encroachment clearance operation in Survey No. 607, Ballari

Makkala Kalashri competition encourages 
children’s creativity

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Extracurricular activities play 
an important role in develop-
ing children’s talents, building 
confidence and refreshing 
their minds, said Senior Civil 
Judge and District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Member-Sec-
retary Shameer P. Nandyal.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the district-level 
Makkala Kalashri competition 
at the District Bala Bhavana 
hall in Chitradurga. The event 
was organised jointly by the 
State Bala Bhavana Society, 
Zilla Panchayat, Department 
of Women and Child Devel-
opment and District Bala 
Bhavana Committee.

Nandyal said such competi-
tions help children develop a 

healthy competitive spirit and 
showcase their creative abili-
ties. Appreciating the entries 
presented by the participants, 
he said the quality of their 
work made the task of select-
ing winners difficult. He ex-
pressed confidence that the 
selected participants would 
perform well at the state-level 
competition.

He also stressed the impor-

tance of teaching children 
about laws, fundamental rights 
and their responsibilities from 
an early age. He highlighted 
the role of parents and teachers 
in developing good values and 
cultural awareness among 
children.

District Nodal Officer of the 
Department of Women and 
Child Development J.R. 
Dinesh said the Makkala Ka-

lashri programme is organised 
annually by the State Bala 
Bhavana Society in associa-
tion with the department.

More than 142 children 
from across Chitradurga dis-
trict participated in various 
competitions based on the 
theme ‘New Innovations in 
Science’. 

Two participants from each 
category will be selected to 
attend the state-level Kalashri 
camp along with Bala Bhava-
na staff.

Dinesh appreciated the chil-
dren’s performances and en-
couraged them to continue 
developing their talents.

Winners received certifi-
cates of merit and mementoes, 
while all participants were giv-
en certificates of participation.

Halepura Lake gets 
water after 

fifteen-year wait

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

A long-standing demand of 
villagers in Halepura has fi-
nally been fulfilled, with wa-
ter reaching the village lake 
through a lift irrigation proj-
ect. Former Hunsur MLA H.P. 
Manjunath performed a spe-
cial puja and offered bagina 
to the lake to mark the occa-
sion.

Villagers welcomed Manju-
nath with a procession 
through the main streets and 
honoured him in recognition 
of his efforts towards com-
pleting the project.

Speaking at the programme, 
Manjunath said the project 
was approved in 2016 during 
his tenure as MLA, with the 
support of then Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and then Water 
Resources Minister M.B. Pa-
til. He also acknowledged the 
role of the government in re-
leasing funds and completing 
the work.

He recalled that former 
H.D. Kote MLA Chikkamadu 
had requested that three lakes 
in his constituency also be in-
cluded in the project. Accord-
ingly, a project costing ap-
proximately ₹82 crore was 
planned to supply water to 52 
lakes, including 49 in Hunsur 
taluk and three in H.D. Kote 
taluk.

Manjunath said the propos-
al had also been discussed 
with village elders from Ga-
genahalli during the work to 
fill Bilikere Lake. He ex-
pressed happiness that water 
had now reached Halepura 
Lake, bringing joy to the vil-

lagers.

Satisfaction of filling 
131 lakes
Manjunath said he had served 
as an MLA for three terms 
and had always tried to hon-
our the trust placed in him by 
the people and farmers of the 
constituency.

Referring to the lake devel-
opment work in Channapatna, 
he said Channapatna MLA 
C.P. Yogeshwar had earned 
the title of ‘Bhagiratha’ for 
helping fill 16 lakes with wa-
ter.

“I feel proud and satisfied 
that water has reached 131 
lakes in the Hunsur constitu-
ency. 

Whether people call me Bh-
agiratha or not does not mat-
ter. The love and affection of 
the people who have trusted 
me are my greatest strength,” 
he said emotionally.

The programme in Halepura to mark water reaching the village lake

Land reclamation
Road land

1 acre 23 cents earmarked for road 
widening and public use recovered.

Trust grant
2 acres 27 cents allotted 14 years 
ago to the Aarogya Niketana Trust 
taken back after an audit found it 
unused.

“I feel proud and 
satisfied that water 

has reached 131 lakes in the 
Hunsur constituency”

— H.P. Manjunath, Former 
Hunsur MLA

The lift irrigation project

2016: project approved

₹82 crore (approx.) to fill 
lakes

52 lakes: 49 in Hunsur taluk, 
3 in H.D. Kote

131 lakes filled in the Hunsur 
constituency

Railway invites ex-
servicemen for 118 
Pointsman posts

CH NEWS, 
CHITRADURGA

The South Central 
Railway’s Secunderabad 
Division has invited appli-
cations from ex-service-
men for 118 Pointsman 
posts on an outsourced 
basis. The last date to 
apply is November 18.

Eligible ex-servicemen 
below 54 years of age 

from Shivamogga, 
Davanagere and 

Chitradurga districts can 
submit applications in the 
prescribed format in per-
son at the Office of the 

Deputy Director, 
Department of Sainik 

Welfare and 
Resettlement, 
Shivamogga.

Deputy Director Dr. C.A. 
Hiremath said applicants 
can contact the office at 

08182‑220925 during 
working hours for further 

details.

Open trench 
poses danger to 

students in 
Hunsur

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

A deep trench in the mid-
dle of the road near the 

Old Post Office in Ward 11 
of Hunsur town has 

become a serious safety 
concern for residents and 

students.

The trench is located 
behind the Hunsur City 

Municipal Council (CMC) 
office, along a road used 
daily by hundreds of stu-
dents travelling to HPBS 

School, Government 
Women’s College and 

Government PU College. 
A library and the State 

Government Employees’ 
Association office are 
also situated nearby.

Satya M.S. Foundation 
President Satyappa has 
urged municipal authori-

ties to close the trench 
within two days to pre-

vent accidents.

Review meeting 
on Pancha 
Guarantee 

schemes on Nov 12
CH NEWS, 

CHITRADURGA

Karnataka State 
Guarantee Schemes 

Implementation Authority 
Vice-Chairman S.R. 

Mehroz Khan will hold a 
review meeting on 

November 12 at 11 am at 
the Zilla Panchayat Hall in 

Chitradurga.

The meeting will review 
the progress of the imple-

mentation of the state 
government’s Pancha 
Guarantee schemes in 

the district.

According to an official 
announcement, an inter-
active session will also be 

held after the meeting 
with women beneficiaries 

of the Gruha Lakshmi 
scheme. The session will 
provide an opportunity to 
interact with women who 

are using the scheme’s 
financial assistance to 
lead self-reliant lives.

Groups protest unscientific 
road work on Old BM Road

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Leaders of progressive organisa-
tions staged a protest against the 
alleged poor-quality and unscientif-
ic development work on Old BM 
Road in Hunsur. They accused of-
ficials of negligence and warned of 
approaching the Lokayukta if the 
problems were not addressed.

Speaking to reporters, advocate 
Puttaraju said the government had 
sanctioned ₹7.5 crore for the road 
development project, but the work 
was progressing unsatisfactorily. 
He alleged that essential prepara-
tions, including shifting electricity 
poles, removing trees and con-
structing drainage facilities, had not 
been completed even after three 
months.

He also alleged that the road was 
not being developed to its proposed 
width of 14 metres and that space 
on one side was being left unused. 
He questioned how road develop-
ment could proceed without identi-
fying space for drains and warned 
against wasting public money.

Satya M.S. Foundation President 
Satyappa blamed Public Works De-
partment (PWD) officials for the 
alleged mismanagement. He said 
the work had begun without a prop-
er road survey, identification of 
drainage areas or necessary Forest 
Department permission for tree re-
moval.

He added that the poor condition 
of roads was causing inconve-
nience to the city’s more than 
80,000 residents. He alleged that 

delays by the Forest and Survey 
departments and the installation of 
electricity poles by KPTCL were 
affecting the project. He warned 
that a Lokayukta complaint and le-
gal action would follow if the is-
sues remained unresolved.

RTI activist Intek Raju also crit-
icised the alleged negligence of 
PWD officials and the City Munic-
ipal Council Commissioner. He 
demanded an immediate survey 
and proper marking of road bound-
aries.

Former MLA steps in
Former MLA H.P. Manjunath held 
discussions with Forest Department 
representative Santhosh Hoogar, 
KPTCL Assistant Executive Engi-
neer Kaleem, PWD Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer Yatish and contrac-
tor Dhananjay.

Yatish said the two-kilometre 
stretch from Devaraj Arasu Circle 
to Samvidhana Circle was being 
developed at a cost of approximate-
ly ₹7 crore. 

H.K. Patil gifts house to homeless woman for Diwali
CH NEWS, GADAG

MLA H.K. Patil handed over a 
house allotment letter to a home-
less woman as a Diwali gift at a 
programme held at the City Mu-
nicipal Council premises on 
Monday.

Khairunnisa S. Shekhattar had 
been living in a makeshift hut be-
neath the railway overbridge on 
Station Road for nearly 65 years. 
However, the Railway Depart-
ment demolished the hut due to 

the poor condition of the over-
bridge, leaving her without shel-
ter and forcing her to face consid-
erable hardship.

Although Khairunnisa had ap-
plied for a house under the 
Homes for the Homeless scheme 
in 2022, she had not received an 
allotment.

Considering her situation, a 
house was sanctioned for her un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana (PMAY) 3630 (G+1) group 
housing project. The house was 

allotted from the 760 units avail-
able for distribution. She was as-
signed Block No. 32, Unit No. 
01, on the first floor. MLA H.K. 
Patil personally handed over the 
allotment letter to her.

The programme was attended 
by Legislative Council member 
S.V.  Sankanur,  Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation Author-
ity Taluk President Ashok Man-
dali and Urban Development 
Authority Chairman Akbarsab 
Babarchi.
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NEW DELHI

The government has extend-
ed the deadline for submitting 
bids for deepwater and ul-
tra-deepwater oil and gas ex-
ploration blocks under its 
10th and 11th Open Acreage 
Licensing Policy (OALP) 
rounds to December  10, 
marking the seventh post-
ponement for OALP-X and 
the third for OALP-XI.

The latest extension gives 
prospective investors nearly a 
month more to assess the off-
shore acreage on offer amid 
efforts to attract investment 
into India’s technically chal-
lenging deepwater exploration 
sector. The Directorate Gen-
eral of Hydrocarbons (DGH), 
under the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, has 
revised the bidding deadline 
for deepwater and ultra-deep-
water blocks in OALP-X and 

OALP-XI to December 10.
While the government did 

not specify the reason for the 
extension, multiple media re-
ports suggested that it could 
be linked to the government’s 
Rs  84,084-crore Samudra 
Manthan National Offshore 

Exploration Scheme, whose 
operating guidelines were re-
leased on October 22.

The scheme provides gov-
ernment support of up to 50 
per cent of eligible deepwater 
exploration drilling costs, 
subject  to a ceil ing of 
Rs 675 crore per well. The 
extension would give compa-
nies more time to evaluate 
the financial support frame-
work and the economics of 
the blocks.

OALP-X was launched in 
2025 with 25 blocks covering 
around 1.83 lakh sq km across 
13 sedimentary basins.

Bidding for onshore and 
shallow-water blocks closed 
in June, while the deadline for 
deepwater and ultra-deepwa-
ter acreage was extended sev-
eral times from July 2025. It 
was earlier set for Novem-
ber 15 before being pushed to 
December 10.

NEW DELHI

India’s sharp reduction in 
poverty over the past decade, 
driven by sustained economic 
growth, rising consumption, 
expanding employment and 
social protection, offers im-
portant lessons for developing 
countries, a new report has 
said, after the World Bank 
said that the share of Indians 
living in extreme poverty fell 
to 2.6% in 2023 from 27.1% 
in 2011.

According to reports in 
Bangladesh-based media, In-
dia lifted around 496 million 
people out of extreme pover-
ty, more than the population 
of the US and Russia com-
bined, marking the “fastest 
poverty declines in the 
world.”

The recent World Bank 
brief also indicated that, us-
ing the lower middle-income 
poverty line of $4.2 per day, 
the poverty rate declined to 

16.1% from 57.7% over the 
same period.

The World Bank, however, 
has cautioned that some re-
cent gains could reflect im-
provements in measurement 
alongside genuine welfare 
improvements.

“But those improvements 
have not been uniform across 
regions — in fact, 57% of In-
dia’s poor population is con-
centrated in a contiguous belt 
stretching from Uttar Pradesh 
to West Bengal,” the report 
said.

Sustained high economic 
growth was a key driver of 
poverty reduction along with 
three other major factors. In-
dia maintained resilient 

growth between 2010 and 
2025, with economic expan-
sion averaging over 7% annu-
ally during 2022‑2025 after 
recovering from the pandem-
ic-induced contraction.

“Rising employment, par-
ticularly among women, 
played a significant role be-
hind the impressive poverty 
reduction record of India 
during the last decade. Be-
tween 2014 and 2024, over 
17 crore jobs were created in 
India, amounting on average 
1.7 crore jobs per year. Un-
employment in the country 
dropped from 7.6% in 2015 
to 4.2% in 2025,” the report 
noted.

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Labour and 
Employment on Monday cau-
tioned jobseekers against 
fraudulent calls, emails and 
fake employment offers false-
ly claiming an association 
with the National Career Ser-
vice (NCS), reiterating that 
all services provided through 
the government platform are 
completely free.

In a post on X, the ministry 
urged candidates to remain 
vigilant against individuals, 
organisations and intermedi-
aries demanding money in 

exchange for employment 
opportunities.

“Beware of job scams! All 
NCS services are completely 
free. Do not pay anyone for 
registration, applications, in-
terviews, or employment-re-
lated services. For more infor-
mation, visit: https://ncs.gov.
in,” the ministry stated.

The ministry clarified that 
candidates are not required to 
pay any charges for register-
ing on the NCS portal, sub-
mitting job applications, inter-
view processing or accessing 
any other employment-related 
service.

It also warned jobseekers 
about misleading communi-
cations from websites, em-
ployers and individuals false-
ly claiming to be associated 
with the National Career Ser-
vice or the Labour Ministry.

According to a warning 
published on the official NCS 
website, certain websites, em-
ployers and individuals are 
allegedly misusing the name 
and logo of the government 
employment service to de-
ceive candidates.

The ministry advised job-
seekers against making pay-
ments to employers or inter-

mediaries to secure employ-
ment, stating that the NCS 
neither endorses nor takes 
responsibility for such prac-
tices.

Candidates have been ad-
vised to verify all employ-
ment-related information 
through the official NCS web-
site, www.ncs.gov.in, before 
sharing personal information, 
responding to suspicious 
communications or proceed-
ing with recruitment-related 
offers.

Jobseekers can contact the 
NCS helpline at 1514 for 
assistance.

India, EU review progress 
of strategic partnership

Both sides reviewed engagements towards boosting 
trade and investment cooperation, including the timely 

signing and implementation of the India-EU FTA.

2 bn+
people in the market the 
proposed India-EU FTA 
would create, about a 
quarter of the global 
economy

NEW DELHI

India and the European Union 
(EU) on Monday reviewed 
the progress of their Strategic 
Partnership during the sev-
enth India-EU Strategic Part-
nership Review Meeting held 
in New Delhi, with discus-
sions covering trade, invest-
ment, economic security, 
clean energy transition and 
critical technologies.

The meeting was co-chaired 
by Secretary (West) Sibi 
George and Matti Maasikas, 
Deputy Secretary-General for 
Geoeconomics and Interinsti-
tutional Issues of the Europe-
an Union.

According to the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA), 
both sides reviewed the im-
plementation of the Joint 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Agenda adopted at the In-
dia-EU Summit in January 
2026.

The discussions covered the 
full spectrum of bilateral co-
operation, including trade and 
investment under the proposed 
India-EU Free Trade Agree-

ment (FTA), supply chains, 
economic security, clean tran-
sition, research, connectivity, 
critical technologies, talent 
mobility and people-to-people 
exchanges.

The review comes ahead of 
the expected formal signing 
of the India-EU trade agree-
ment. Last month, European 
Council President Antonio 
Costa said Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi would visit Brus-
sels in December to sign the 
agreement.

India and the European 
Union concluded negotiations 
on the FTA earlier this year. 
The proposed agreement is 
expected to create a market 
covering more than two bil-
lion people and accounting 
for approximately a quarter of 
the global economy.

Meanwhile, India and the 
EU completed negotiations 
on Saturday for India’s asso-
ciation with Horizon Europe, 
the European Union’s flag-
ship research and innovation 
programme.

The association is expected 
to strengthen long-term re-
search cooperation by en-
abling Indian researchers, in-
stitutions and industries to 
participate in funding oppor-
tunities through collaborative 
projects.

It will also provide access 
to European research consor-
tia and advanced research 
infrastructure, while promot-
ing talent mobility and the 
joint development of critical 
technologies, standards and 
solutions.

Tamil Nadu plans to 
buy 3,500 MW 

of thermal power
Key details
POWER 3,500 MW of 

thermal power

PERIOD January 2027 to 
June 15, 2027

FROM Private generators 
and other eligible 
producers

HOW Competitive bidding
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Power Distri-
bution Corporation has initiat-
ed advance arrangements to 
procure 3,500 megawatts 
(MW) of thermal power to 
meet the anticipated rise in 
electricity consumption during 
the summer of 2027.

The corporation has invited 
tenders from eligible power 
generation companies for sup-
plying electricity between Jan-
uary 2027 and June 15, 2027, 
covering approximately five-
and-a-half months when de-
mand is expected to increase 
significantly.

The proposed procurement 
is aimed at ensuring an unin-
terrupted electricity supply to 
domestic consumers, com-
mercial establishments, indus-
tries and agricultural opera-
tions across the state during 
the peak summer period.

Officials said advance pro-
curement would help Tamil 
Nadu avoid unexpected pow-
er shortages and minimise the 

possibility of disruptions in 
electricity distribution during 
periods of exceptionally high 
demand.

Tamil Nadu traditionally 
experiences a substantial rise 
in electricity consumption 
during summer, particularly 
between March and May.

Under the proposed ar-
rangement, the corporation 
intends to secure 3,500 MW 
of electricity from thermal 
power generation facilities 
operated by private compa-
nies and other eligible pro-
ducers.

The tender process will en-
able qualified power suppliers 
to participate by submitting 
competitive bids.

The advance procurement 
plan is intended to provide 
greater certainty over elec-
tricity availability during the 
summer months and help the 
state prepare for fluctuations 
in consumption.

Nvidia board can remove Huang as CEO, says report Govt extends deepsea oil, gas block bidding deadline

Who can remove 
Huang?
Q	 As CEO?
A	 The board, by a majority vote of 

the directors in office, with or 
without cause.

Q	 As a director?
A	 Shareholders: a majority vote 

with cause, or at least 66.67% 
of the voting power without 
one.

NEW DELHI

Nvidia’s board has the au-
thority to remove founder and 
Chief Executive Officer Jen-
sen Huang from his executive 
role through a majority vote 
of directors in office without 
a criminal finding or convic-
tion, although removing him 
as a board director would re-
quire shareholder approval 
under separate procedures, 
according to a report.

The report from NDTV 
Profit said Nvidia’s amended 
and restated bylaws, dated 
March 12, 2024, allow any 

company officer to be re-
moved with or without cause 
through the affirmative vote 
of a majority of directors.

Nvidia’s bylaws provide for 
director removal with cause 
through a majority sharehold-
er vote. Director removal 
without providing a cause re-
quires a shareholder vote rep-
resenting at least 66.67 
per  cent of the company’s 
outstanding voting power.

Nvidia on November  8 
launched an independent in-
vestigation into reports that 
Huang was targeted by a spy 
of a foreign intelligence oper-
ation purportedly through a 
personal relationship.

The inquiry follows allega-
tions involving Alice Huang, 
an executive at  Singa-
pore-based Megaspeed, a ma-
jor Nvidia customer that re-
portedly purchased more than 
$4.8 billion worth of Nvidia 
chips over two years.

US-based companies have 
removed chief executives sev-
eral times over personal rela-
tionships that violated internal 
policies.

China on October 30 dis-
missed claims that it had spied 
on Jensen Huang, chief exec-
utive of US chip giant Nvidia, 
calling such claims “baseless,” 
according to media reports 
from Beijing.

SAMUDRA 
MANTHAN

The Rs 84,084-crore 
offshore exploration scheme 
covers up to 50 per cent of 
eligible deepwater drilling 
costs, capped at Rs 675 crore 
a well. Its operating 
guidelines were released on 
October 22.

?

World Bank hails India’s fall in extreme poverty Vembu flags limits of China’s ‘study, get a job’ model

Extreme poverty in 
India

2011

27.1%
of Indians

▶
2023

2.6%
of Indians

“For decades, young 
Chinese were promised 
a simple deal: Study 
hard. Get a good job. 
Become richer than 
your parents. That deal 
is breaking.”
SRIDHAR VEMBU ZohoNEW DELHI

Zoho founder Sridhar Vembu 
on Monday warned that the 
traditional model of educa-
tion leading to stable salaried 
employment is increasingly 
coming under strain world-
wide, arguing that entrepre-
neurship and self-employ-
ment will be essential to ad-
dress the growing disruption 
caused by automation and 
artificial intelligence.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Vembu responded 
to a discussion highlighting 
China’s worsening youth em-
ployment challenges and said 
the country offers an import-

ant lesson for policymakers 
globally, including in India.

Referring to China’s eco-
nomic trajectory, Vembu not-
ed that for decades young 
people were encouraged to 
believe that academic success 
would translate into secure 
employment and a better stan-
dard of living than their par-
ents enjoyed. However, he 
said that social contract is be-
ginning to break down despite 
China’s significant economic 
achievements.

“China is the factory of the 
world, has impressive tech-
nology capabilities across a 

vast array of sectors and runs 
a $1.2  trillion merchandise 
trade surplus and yet is not 
able to create jobs for a big 
cohort of her college-educat-
ed youth,” he added.

“Approximately 70 per cent 
of all unemployed individuals 
in the 20-to-24 age group hold 
university degrees in China,” 
Vembu noted.

“Our modern educational 
and economic system around 
the world trains young people 
for ‘steady paycheck’ jobs 
and those jobs are not just not 
growing, they are under seri-
ous challenge due to automa-
tion and AI. This problem is 
about to get worse, not bet-
ter,” he added.

He said widespread entre-
preneurial activity was histor-
ically a major driver of pros-
perity, including in the United 
States before the expansion of 
large industrial corporations 
and formal salaried employ-
ment became dominant.
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Sensex, Nifty end 
higher in 

volatile trade
MUMBAI

Indian benchmark indices 
closed higher on Monday 
after a volatile and range-

bound trading session, 
supported by strong buy-
ing in PSU bank and phar-

maceutical stocks. The 
30-share Sensex gained 

107.25 points, or 0.13%, to 
settle at 81,106.65, while 

the Nifty advanced 
58.25 points, or 0.23%, to 

close at 25,044.65. 
Commenting on Nifty 

technical outlook, experts 
said that immediate 

resistance remains in the 
25,150–25,200 zone. A 

sustained breakout above 
this range could reinforce 

the bullish momentum 
and open the way for fur-

ther upside.

Large caps 
outperform broader 

market in October
NEW DELHI

India’s benchmark index 
Nifty was the only major 

market-cap index on NSE 
that posted positive 

returns in October, gaining 
1.91%, while broader mar-

ket segments ended 
lower, led by sharp 

declines in microcap and 
smallcap stocks, a report 

said on Monday. The 
report from Motilal Oswal 

Mutual Fund said the 
Nifty Next 50 fell 2.92% 
during the month, while 

the Nifty Midcap 150 
dropped 3.75%. The Nifty 
Smallcap 250 fell 5.81% 
and the Nifty Microcap 

250 lost 8.95%, witness-
ing sharper falls than 

midcaps.

‘China using cheap 
finance to spread 

its footprint in 
Central Asia’

NEW DELHI
For Kazakhstan and other 
Central Asian economies 

seeking affordable capital 
to fund infrastructure, 

industrial expansion and 
trade, Chinese financing 
has become an increas-

ingly appealing option, yet 
behind these favourable 
terms lies a broader stra-
tegic picture that extends 

far beyond simple 
economics.

Kazakhstan, the region’s 
largest economy, sits at 

the crossroads of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, linking 
China with Europe, Russia 

and the Middle East.
By offering low-cost 

financing, Beijing is stead-
ily embedding itself within 

Kazakhstan’s economic 
architecture.

The attraction of Chinese 
financing is straightfor-
ward: Chinese capital 

markets possess abun-
dant liquidity, and Beijing 
has demonstrated a will-

ingness to support 
cross-border projects that 

align with its strategic 
interests. For Central 

Asian governments and 
corporations facing 

tighter global credit con-
ditions, borrowing in yuan 

can significantly reduce 
financing costs.

The ability to raise funds 
directly in Chinese cur-

rency is especially useful 
for entities purchasing 
machinery, industrial 

equipment, telecommu-
nications systems and 

other goods from Chinese 
suppliers. However, this 

creates a self-reinforcing 
cycle: more trade with 

China increases demand 
for yuan financing, while 
greater yuan financing 

encourages further trade 
with China.

Beyond Kazakhstan, simi-
lar dynamics are visible 
across parts of Central 

Asia.
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CONGRESS TRAPPED IN THE POLITICS OF ABUSIVE 

RHETORIC AND CONFRONTATION

Taming Urban Monsoon 
Chaos
The recurring urban flooding 
during every monsoon season 
highlights a severe gap in basic 
civic planning. Concrete struc-
tures continue to encroach upon 
natural lakes and traditional 
stormwater drains, leaving rain-
water with nowhere to escape. 
Year after year, ordinary citi-
zens suffer heavy property 

damage and lost work hours 
due to waterlogged roads and 
paralyzed public transport. Pot-
hole-ridden roads turn into 
life-threatening hazards within 
hours of heavy rain. Local ad-
ministrative bodies must focus 
on strict anti-encroachment 
drives, desilting of major drain-
age networks before the rainy 
season, and adopting permeable 
paving materials. Sustained in-

frastructure upgrades are ur-
gently required to make our 
cities resilient.�  
� – Sameer

Bridging the Skill Gap
Despite high economic growth, 
the increasing rate of unem-
ployment among educated 
youth remains a deeply con-
cerning issue. Millions of 
young graduates complete their 

degrees every year only to find 
a sharp mismatch between their 
academic training and current 
industry requirements. Theoret-
ical degree programs must be 
urgently modernized to empha-
size technical proficiency, vo-
cational expertise, and critical 
problem-solving skills. Addi-
tionally, public and private sec-
tors need to collaborate to ex-
pand paid apprenticeships and 

subsidize local small-scale en-
terprises that generate large-
scale employment. Empower-
ing the nation’s youth with rel-
evant, market-ready skills is 
crucial to securing their future 
and sustained national progress. 
� – Balu

Easing Everyday Kitchen 
Budgets
The relentless surge in the pric-

es of essential food items, par-
ticularly vegetables, pulses, 
and cooking oil, is severely 
straining household budgets 
across lower and middle-in-
come families. Erratic weather 
patterns, combined with supply 
chain bottlenecks and high 
transport costs, have caused 
retail market prices to skyrock-
et out of reach. While farmers 
often fail to get fair value for 

their produce due to middle-
men, consumers pay exorbitant 
rates at local markets. Govern-
ment intervention is essential 
to stabilize prices through stra-
tegic reserve releases, im-
proved cold-storage infrastruc-
ture, and stricter checks on 
hoarding. Protecting everyday 
consumers from food inflation 
must be prioritized immediate-
ly. �  – Harani

“Indian politics 
therefore needs the 

language of dialogue, not 
bitterness; the strength of 
arguments, not the sting 
of insults. For in a true 
democracy, it is ideas that 
must prevail, not personal 
humiliation.”

— Lalit Gargg

Light lamps of happiness, 
drive away pollution. 

Preserve our traditions, 
protect our environment, 
and make every Diwali a 

celebration of compassion, 
cleanliness, and 

sustainability.

“By committing to the 
daily practice of 
separating wet and dry 
waste, communities can 
significantly reduce 
landfill footprints, 
conserve vital resources, 
and pave the way for a 
cleaner, healthier, and 
more sustainable 
world.”
R. SOLOMON PRASHANTH

In a democracy, the ruling 
party and the opposition 
may be political adversar-

ies, but their language should 
reflect ideological competition 
rather than personal hostility. 
Political differences are a 
source of democratic strength; 
however, when disagreements 
degenerate into personal jibes, 
family-directed remarks and 
derogatory language, the qual-
ity of political discourse dete-
riorates and the dignity of 
democratic institutions is un-
dermined. In Indian politics, 
the increasingly aggressive 
remarks made by several Con-
gress leaders against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, fol-
lowed by the controversial 
statement delivered by Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge in Patna, have once 
again brought the issue of po-
litical decorum into sharp fo-
cus.

On October 25, 2026, at an 
event organised in Patna to 
commemorate the 139th birth 
anniversary of Dr. Shri Krish-
na Singh, Bihar’s first Chief 
Minister, a remark by Kharge 
triggered a political contro-
versy. Responding to a com-
ment made by a person pres-
ent at the gathering, he report-
edly said, “Even Modi’s Baap 
will be gone.” The statement 
drew sharp criticism from 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders, while the Congress 
attempted to explain the re-
mark in its ideological con-
text. According to media re-

ports, the individual con-
cerned subsequently main-
tained that his entire state-
ment had not been heard. The 
various parties involved have 
offered their own interpreta-
tions of the episode. Yet, be-
yond the political sparring, a 
fundamental question re-
mains: Is this really the ap-
propriate way to express op-
position to a person holding 
the highest political office in 
the country?

Kharge is a senior Congress 
leader with decades of politi-
cal experience and the respon-
sibility of leading the party as 
its national president. It is 
only natural to expect a great-
er degree of restraint, maturi-
ty and judgment from a leader 
of his stature. If an unfavour-
able remark is made during a 
political gathering, it can be 
countered with reason, facts 
and confidence. But when the 
response descends into per-
sonal references and fami-
ly-directed language, the sub-
stantive issue recedes into the 

background, while the contro-
versy over words takes centre 
stage in the news. In politics, 
words are not merely sponta-
neous reactions; they are also 
a test of a leader’s public re-

sponsibility and democratic 
values.

The history of sharp and 
controversial remarks direct-
ed at Narendra Modi within 
Congress politics provides a 
broader context for this de-
bate. During the 2007 Gujarat 
Assembly election campaign, 
Sonia Gandhi used the ex-
pression “merchant of death” 
to describe Modi. In the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections, Mani 
Shankar Aiyar’s “chaiwala” 
remark also triggered a major 
political controversy. In sub-
sequent years, Rahul Gand-
hi’s slogan “Chowkidar Chor 
Hai” brought political dis-
course further into the realm 
of personalised accusations. 
Each of these statements had 
its own political context, and 
the speakers offered their re-
spective justifications. Never-
theless, their public impact 
raises an important question: 
Can criticism of a political 
leader be confined to his pol-
icies, performance and deci-
sions, or has personal ridicule 
increasingly become an ac-
cepted instrument of political 
engagement?

Priyanka Gandhi and other 
Congress leaders have also 
launched sharp political at-
tacks on Modi and his gov-
ernment on several occasions. 
It is important to recognise 
that strong criticism is not in-
herently undignified. Raising 
tough questions about govern-
ment policies, unemployment, 
inflation, social harmony, 
democratic institutions and 
administrative decisions is a 
constitutional responsibility 
of the opposition. The prob-
lem arises when policy dis-

agreements become entangled 
with personal insults and sar-
casm begins to replace rea-
soned argument as a means of 
gaining political traction. It 
would be unfair to place ev-
ery statement by every leader 
in the same category. Howev-
er, recurring controversies of 
this nature undoubtedly war-
rant serious reflection on the 
declining standards of politi-
cal language.

Herein lies a significant 
challenge for the Congress. 
Its credibility and effective-
ness as an opposition party 
will ultimately depend on 
how successfully it builds a 
meaningful public discourse 
around issues that directly af-
fect people’s lives. Address-
ing farmers’ concerns, creat-
ing employment opportunities 
for young people, strengthen-
ing education and healthcare, 
reducing economic inequality 
and advancing social justice 
are among its most important 
responsibilities. If public de-
bate repeatedly narrows down 
to personal attacks on the 
Prime Minister, there is a real 
danger that substantive policy 
discussions will be pushed 
aside. This can also weaken 
the very foundations of the 
opposition’s criticism. When 
political discourse revolves 
around personalities rather 
than public issues, democracy 
gains little from the exchange.

At the same time, Narendra 
Modi’s public persona and in-
ternational engagement re-
main significant dimensions 
of Indian politics. His over-
seas visits, dialogue with 
world leaders, participation in 
international forums and ef-

forts to strengthen economic 
and strategic partnerships are 
closely connected with India’s 
evolving global role. His sup-
porters regard these initiatives 
as evidence of India’s growing 
prestige and influence on the 
world stage. However, a fair 
assessment of any Prime Min-
ister’s tenure cannot rest sole-
ly on international standing. It 
must also take into account 
domestic policies, economic 
outcomes, social inclusion and 
the overall record of gover-
nance. The true beauty of de-
mocracy lies in its ability to 
recognise a leader’s achieve-
ments while preserving the 
freedom to critically scrutinise 
his decisions.

It is also worth considering 
that the more personal and in-
sulting the language directed 
against a political leader be-
comes, the greater the possi-
bility of provoking a defen-
sive reaction among his sup-
porters. It would be inaccu-
rate to conclude that Con-
gress’s criticism of Narendra 
Modi has always produced 
the same political conse-
quences. Electoral outcomes 

are shaped by numerous fac-
tors, including leadership, or-
ganisational strength, local 
issues, candidates, alliances 
and voters’ expectations. Nev-
ertheless, one political risk is 
undeniable: when the opposi-
tion relies more heavily on 
personal remarks than on ev-
idence, policy arguments and 
credible alternatives, it risks 
losing the opportunity to 
communicate its message ef-
fectively to the electorate. 
Conversely, the BJP, too, 
must not limit itself to react-
ing to controversial state-
ments by its opponents. It 
must remain accountable to 
the public on the basis of its 
own performance, policies 
and governance.

The language of politics has 
a profound influence on the 
behaviour of society. When 
senior leaders lose their com-
posure on public platforms, 
there is a risk that hostility 
and bitterness will spread 
among their supporters and 
political workers as well. So-
cial media further intensifies 
this tendency, allowing a brief 
excerpt from a speech to 

dominate the entire public 
discourse, often at the ex-
pense of context and sub-
stance. Political leaders must 
therefore consider the social 
consequences of their words 
and the dignity attached to 
their public office before 
speaking. There is a funda-
mental difference between 
humiliating a political oppo-
nent and defeating an oppo-
nent’s argument. In a democ-
racy, the latter matters far 
more.

Ultimately, whether it is the 
Congress or the BJP, the real 
strength of a political party is 
determined not by the aggres-
sion of its rhetoric, but by the 
quality of its ideas, the effec-
tiveness of its policies, its 
commitment to public service 
and the trust it commands 
among the people. Criticising 
Prime Minister Modi is a 
democratic right, but such 
criticism must be grounded in 
facts, reason and substantive 
arguments. Similarly, whether 
it is Congress president 
Kharge or a leader from the 
ruling establishment, every-
one in public life must recog-
nise that disagreement should 
never be allowed to degener-
ate into personal humiliation.

Political decorum is not 
merely a matter of formal eti-
quette; it is an essential pillar 
of the democratic spirit. Gov-
ernments will change, leaders 
will come and go, and the po-
litical fortunes of parties will 
rise and fall. But the words 
spoken in public life often re-
main etched in the collective 
memory of society long after 
the immediate controversy 
has faded.

LALIT GARGG

Diwali is one of the most 
popular and joyous 
festivals in India. It 

symbolizes the victory of light 
over darkness, knowledge 
over ignorance, and good over 
evil. On this occasion, homes 
are decorated with traditional 
lamps, colourful lights, rango-
li designs, and flowers. Fami-
lies and friends exchange 
sweets and gifts, sharing hap-
piness and strengthening rela-
tionships. However, amid 
these celebrations, we must 
remember that our traditions 
become truly meaningful 
when they also reflect our re-
sponsibility towards nature 
and the environment. Today, 
Diwali celebrations are in-
creasingly accompanied by 
problems such as air pollution, 
noise pollution, plastic waste, 
and the excessive use of natu-
ral resources. Therefore, we 
need to preserve the spirit of 
the festival while making our 
celebrations environmentally 
responsible.

Firecracker Pollution and Its 
Impact on Health
Burning firecrackers releases 
smoke, fine particulate matter, 
and harmful gases into the at-
mosphere. These pollutants 
can deteriorate air quality and 

create health problems, partic-
ularly for children, older 
adults, and people with respi-
ratory conditions. The loud 
noise of firecrackers also 
causes distress to people and 
animals, while birds may be-

come frightened and disori-
ented. We must understand 
that the happiness of a festival 
should never come at the ex-
pense of another person’s 
health and peace. Instead of 
firecrackers, we can celebrate 
with traditional oil lamps, cul-
tural programmes, family 
gatherings, music, and com-
munity activities. Such cele-
brations can create lasting 
memories without placing an 

unnecessary burden on the 
environment.

Traditional Earthen Lamps and 
Indian Culture
The true beauty of Diwali lies 
in the gentle glow of tradi-
tional earthen lamps. Purchas-
ing diyas made by local pot-
ters supports traditional 
craftsmanship and provides 
economic opportunities to 
small artisans. Homes can 
also be decorated with flow-
ers, leaves, and reusable dec-
orative materials. However, 
environmental protection in-
volves more than simply 
lighting earthen lamps. We 
should use oil and wicks 
wisely, conserve electricity, 
reuse decorations, and dispose 
of waste responsibly. Ener-
gy-efficient LED lights can 
help reduce electricity con-
sumption when used thought-
fully and for limited periods.

Cleanliness and Waste 
Management
Cleaning homes and sur-
roundings before Diwali is an 
old and cherished tradition. 
Yet cleanliness should not be 
restricted to our houses. 
Streets, neighbourhoods, 

parks, and public spaces de-
serve equal attention. We 
should avoid plastic bags, 
thermocol decorations, and 
disposable items wherever 
possible .  Gif ts  can be 
wrapped in reusable cloth or 
recyclable paper. Buying 
sweets and food according to 
actual needs can help prevent 
unnecessary waste. Safe sur-
plus food can also be shared 
with people who need it. After 

the celebrations, firecracker 
remnants, paper, plastic, and 
other waste should be collect-
ed and disposed of properly 
rather than being left on roads 
or in public places. The true 
spirit of cleanliness is reflect-
ed in our willingness to take 
responsibility for the spaces 
we share.

Teaching Children to Protect the 
Environment
Children learn many of their 
habits by observing their fam-
ilies and communities. When 
parents celebrate an environ-
mentally responsible Diwali, 
children are more likely to 
develop respect for nature. 
Schools can organise es-
say-writing competitions, 
poster-making activities, 
speeches, and awareness cam-
paigns on the theme of a 
green Diwali. Such activities 
can help students understand 
the connection between festi-
vals, public health, and envi-
ronmental sustainability. 
Children should also learn 
that festivals are not merely 
about shopping and fire-
works. They are opportunities 
to express love, kindness, co-
operation, and social harmo-

ny. Helping disadvantaged 
families, spending time with 
older people, and showing 
compassion towards animals 
and birds can make Diwali 
more meaningful.

Simple Steps Towards an Eco-
Friendly Diwali
We can make this festival 
more responsible by adopting 
a few practical measures:
•	 Avoid firecrackers to re-

duce air and noise 
pollution.

•	 Purchase earthen lamps 
and support local artisans.

•	 Save electricity and switch 
off unnecessary decorative 
lights.

•	 Avoid plastic and dispos-
able decorative materials.

•	 Prevent food waste and 
share happiness with those 
in need.

•	 Collect and dispose of fes-
tival waste responsibly.

•	 Care for trees and plants 
and encourage environ-
mental awareness.

•	 Teach children the impor-
tance of celebrating festi-
vals without harming 
nature.
These small steps, when ad-

opted by families, schools, 
neighbourhoods, and commu-
nities, can collectively make a 
significant difference.

Diwali is not merely a fes-
tival of lighting lamps; it is an 
opportunity to bring light, 
harmony, and positivity into 
our lives. If our celebrations 
damage the environment, we 
must reconsider the way we 
celebrate. A truly meaningful 
festival is one that respects 
human well-being, protects 
animals and birds, preserves 
nature, and safeguards the in-
terests of future generations. 
Let us resolve to make this 
Diwali a celebration of light 
without pollution, happiness 
without waste, and traditions 
accompanied by responsibili-
ty. Let us light earthen lamps, 
bring smiles to the faces of 
those in need, and choose 
practices that protect our 
shared environment.

Waste management is 
one of the most 
pressing environ-

mental and logistical chal-
lenges facing modern society. 
As urban populations grow 
and consumption patterns 
shift, the volume of refuse 
generated daily continues to 

rise at an alarming rate. Tradi-
tional disposal methods, 
which rely heavily on over-
flowing landfills and open 
dumping, are no longer sus-
tainable. Addressing this cri-
sis requires a fundamental 
shift in how households and 
communities handle discarded 
materials. At the heart of this 
transformation lies a simple 
yet powerful practice: the 
strict separation of wet waste 
and dry waste at the source.

Wet waste primarily con-
sists of organic matter such as 
leftover food, fruit peels, veg-
etable scraps, and garden 
trimmings. Because these 
items are biodegradable, they 
possess immense potential for 
resource recovery. When 
mixed with non-biodegrad-
able refuse in landfills, organ-
ic waste decomposes anaero-
bically, producing harmful 
methane gas that accelerates 
climate change. Furthermore, 

this mixture generates toxic 
liquid leachate that seeps into 
the soil and contaminates un-
derground water reserves. 
Separating wet waste allows 
municipalities to redirect or-
ganic matter toward compost-
ing and biogas generation, 
turning daily refuse into valu-
able agricultural fertilizer and 
renewable energy.

On the other hand, dry 
waste encompasses recycla-
ble and non-biodegradable 

materials, including paper, 
cardboard, plastics, glass, 
metals, and packaging. Un-
like organic matter, these 
items do not break down eas-
ily and can persist in the en-
vironment for centuries. 
When dry waste is contami-
nated by wet organic refuse, 
its recycling value diminishes 
drastically, forcing valuable 
resources into permanent 
waste streams. Keeping dry 
materials clean and segregat-
ed ensures they can be effi-
ciently sorted, processed, and 
reintroduced into manufactur-
ing cycles, thereby conserv-
ing raw materials and reduc-
ing industrial energy con-
sumption.

Source segregation is not 
merely an operational conve-
nience for sanitation workers; 
it is a shared civic responsi-
bility. When citizens take the 
initiative to segregate waste 
within their homes, they di-

rectly ease the burden on mu-
nicipal collection systems and 
protect frontline waste han-
dlers from hazardous expo-
sure. Mixing sharp objects, 
chemical residues, or sanitary 
items with organic waste pos-
es severe health risks to those 
who manually sort refuse. Re-
sponsible waste segregation 
upholds dignity, safety, and 
hygiene for sanitation person-
nel while streamlining the en-
tire recycling economy.

Educational institutions and 
community organizations 
must play an active role in 
fostering this habit from an 
early age. Integrating practical 
waste management lessons 
into daily routines helps culti-
vate long-term environmental 
consciousness among the 
younger generation. Local au-
thorities can support these ef-
forts by providing accessible 
dual-bin infrastructure, orga-
nizing regular awareness cam-
paigns, and implementing 
transparent collection sched-
ules. Clear guidelines and 
community incentives can fur-
ther encourage compliance, 
transforming individual efforts 
into a collective movement.

Ultimately, effective waste 
management reflects a soci-
ety’s respect for its natural 

environment and future gen-
erations. Treating refuse as a 
resource rather than a nui-
sance requires discipline, 
awareness, and consistent 
action from every individual.

LIGHT LAMPS OF HAPPINESS, DRIVE AWAY POLLUTION MANAGING WASTE TODAY SECURES 
OUR TOMORROW

DR. VIJAY 
GARG R. SOLOMON 

PRASHANTH

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Madhya Pradesh rewards 466 livestock 

farmers with ₹2.95 crore
Madhya Pradesh transfers ₹2.95 crore in awards to 466 livestock farmers, while 

doubling financial assistance for cattle maintenance across registered gaushalas.

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on Mon-
day transferred ₹2.95 crore in 
prize money to 466 livestock 
farmers selected under the 
Gopal-Krishna Gram Award 
Scheme 2026‑27. The awards 
were presented during a 
state-level Govardhan Puja 
celebration and livestock 
farmers’ felicitation ceremony 
at Ravindra Bhawan in Bho-
pal.

Under the scheme, farmers 
received first, second and 
third prizes of ₹1 lakh, 
₹50,000 and ₹25,000, respec-
tively. The winners were se-
lected through a milk produc-
tion competition conducted 
from October 27 to 31 across 
208 designated Vrindavan vil-
lages in the state.

₹65.66 crore for 
gaushalas
The Chief Minister also re-
leased ₹65.66 crore in grants 
for maintaining more than 
5.51 lakh cattle housed in 
over 3,000 registered gau
sha las  ac ross  Madhya 
Pradesh. He announced that 
financial assistance for cattle 
upkeep had been increased 
from ₹20 to ₹40 per cow to 
improve animal care and en-
sure adequate nutritious fod-
der.

Addressing the gathering, 
Yadav highlighted the impor-
tance of cattle protection and 
the economic welfare of live-
stock farmers. He said the 
government was strengthen-
ing dairy cooperatives under 
the White Revolution 2.0 ini-
tiative, aiming to make Mad-
hya Pradesh the country’s 
milk capital within two years. 

The state has set a target of 
increasing daily milk collec-
tion capacity from 12 lakh kg 
to 52 lakh kg.

He also encouraged farmers 
to rear improved cattle breeds, 
particularly Gir and Sahiwal 

cows, to increase milk pro-
duction.

The state-level Govardhan Puja and livestock farmers’ felicitation ceremony at 
Ravindra Bhawan in Bhopal on Monday

Punjab records 4,459 stubble burning cases, imposes fines
PATIALA

Punjab has recorded 4,459 in-
cidents of stubble burning as 
of November 8, according to 
data released by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM), amid growing 
concerns over worsening air 
pollution in northern India. 
Authorities have conducted 
physical inspections at 2,998 
locations, confirming evi-
dence of crop residue burning 
at 1,310 sites. Environmental 
compensation has been im-
posed in 1,228 cases, with 
fines totalling ₹62.55 lakh. Of 
this amount, ₹32.60 lakh has 
been recovered so far.

The authorities have also 
registered 884 First Informa-
tion Reports under Section 
223 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita. Red entries have 

been recorded in the land re-
cords of 1,017 farms, while 
prosecution proceedings have 
been initiated against 18 nod-
al officers under Section 14 of 
the CAQM Act.

Tarn Taran tops the list
Tarn Taran district reported 
the highest number of inci-
dents at 654, followed by 
Ferozepur with 592, Sangrur 
with 488, Bathinda with 406 
and Patiala with 288. Inspec-

tions confirmed stubble burn-
ing at 306 locations in Tarn 
Taran and 247 in Ferozepur. 
Meanwhile, harvesting has 
been completed across 
91.40 per cent of Punjab’s to-
tal paddy cultivation area, 
covering 32.87 lakh hectares.

Delhi’s air near severe
The developments come as 
Delhi continues to experience 

severe air pollution. The Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board 
reported that the city’s Air 
Quality Index approached the 
severe category on Monday 
morning, touching the 400 
mark. Several monitoring sta-
tions recorded readings above 
400, with Burari Crossing 
registering 441, followed by 
Vivek Vihar at 437 and Delhi 
Technological University at 
434.

Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi 
Party’s Delhi president Sau-
rabh Bhardwaj accused the 
government of manipulating 
pollution data. He alleged that 
monitoring stations had been 
shut down and new stations 
installed in greener locations 
to influence readings. He also 
claimed that water was being 
sprinkled near monitoring 
equipment in polluted areas.

Crop residue burning in a paddy field

Tamil Nadu announces 
₹40 lakh aid 

after police officer 
dies in alleged assault

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. 
Joseph Vijay on Monday an-
nounced an ex-gratia payment 
of ₹40 lakh to the family of 
Special Sub-Inspector K. 
Senthil Kumar, 57, who died 
after allegedly being assaulted 
while on duty in Theni district 
on Sunday night. The Chief 
Minister also expressed con-
dolences to the officer’s fam-
ily, relatives and colleagues, 
describing his death as an ir-
reparable loss to the police 
department.

Senthil Kumar was attached 
to the Palanichettipatti Police 

Station and deputed to the of-
fice of the Theni Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police. Ac-
cording to the Chief Minis-
ter’s statement, the officer 
was on duty in the Samathar-
mapuram area when he no-
ticed a group of people burst-
ing firecrackers across a road. 
Their actions reportedly cre-
ated a safety hazard and ob-
structed traffic.

The officer advised the 
group to move away to pre-

vent inconvenience to the 
public. He also attempted to 
record their activities on his 
mobile phone. When he tried 
to apprehend one of the 
youths, a person allegedly 
struck him with an elbow, 
causing him to lose his bal-
ance and fall to the ground.

Elbowed during arrest 
bid
A patrolling police team 
rushed to the location and ar-
ranged medical assistance. 
Senthil Kumar was initially 
taken to a nearby private hos-
pital and later shifted to the 
Theni Government Medical 
College Hospital for further 
treatment. However, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries despite 
medical intervention.

Three held
Following an inspection of 
the scene, the Theni District 
Superintendent of Police con-
firmed that three people from 
the locality had been arrested 
in connection with the inci-
dent. Further investigation is 
expected to establish the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
officer’s death and the alleged 
assault.

Announcing the financial 
assistance, Vijay conveyed his 
deepest sympathies to the be-
reaved family and those who 
worked with the officer. He 
said the government had or-
dered the release of ₹40 lakh 
as relief to support the family 
following their loss.

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay

Tiruchirappalli city clears  
800 tonnes of Diwali waste

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

The Tiruchirappalli City Cor-
poration has removed approx-
imately 800 tonnes of garbage 
from the city’s commercial 
areas following Diwali cele-
brations, deploying hundreds 
of sanitation workers to re-
store cleanliness. The large-
scale cleaning operation 
comes after heavy festival 
shopping and celebrations 
generated substantial waste 
across busy streets surround-
ing the historic Rockfort area.

Major commercial loca-
tions, including NSB Road, 
Teppakulam, Periyakadai 
Veethi, Chinnakadai Veethi, 
Melapulivaar Road and Col-
lege Road, witnessed heavy 
crowds during the final days 
of Diwali shopping.

The accumulated waste in-
cludes plastic bags, polythene 
covers, paper, empty sweet 
and firecracker boxes, fire-
cracker remnants and used 
banana leaves. The Corpora-
tion, which normally collects 
around 480 tonnes of garbage 
daily from its 65 wards, has 
intensified its sanitation oper-
ations to manage the addition-
al festival waste.

Around 400 sanitation 
workers have been deployed 
exclusively in key commer-

cial areas, including Rockfort, 
Singarathope, Super Bazaar, 
Periyakadai Veethi, Chinnaka-
dai Veethi and Gandhi Market 
Road. Additionally, 1,150 
workers have been engaged 
across the city to ensure that 
garbage is cleared and normal 
conditions are restored.

The quantity of waste col-
lected this year is higher than 
the approximately 780 tonnes 
removed after last year’s Di-
wali celebrations. Officials 
have undertaken the operation 
on a large scale to prevent 
waste accumulation from af-
fecting public movement and 
commercial activities.

Last year, rainfall created 
difficulties for sanitation 
workers and slowed garbage 
clearance. However, the ab-
sence of rain this year has al-
lowed the workforce to carry 
out cleaning activities more 
efficiently.

Sanitation workers clear festival waste 
from a shopping street

Revised prices of 1,364 cancer drug formulations take effect
NEW DELHI

Revised maximum retail pric-
es (MRPs) of 1,364 anti-can-
cer medicine formulations 
came into effect across India 
on Monday, following a gov-
ernment decision to regulate 
trade margins and make es-
sential cancer treatments more 
affordable. The National Phar-
maceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA), under the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals, has 
capped trade margins on 137 
anti-cancer drugs based on 
recommendations from an ex-
pert committee constituted by 
the Directorate General of 

Health Services on October 
17, 2026.

According to the Ministry 
of Chemicals and Fertilisers, 
85 pharmaceutical companies 
had reported revised prices 
for 1,364 formulations cover-
ing 121 drugs as of November 
8. Among these, 679 brands 
recorded price reductions ex-
ceeding 50 per cent. The high-
est reported reduction in the 
maximum retail price stands 
at 96.45 per cent, offering sig-
nificant relief to patients and 
their families.

Check the new prices
The government estimates 

that the price revisions will 
generate annual savings of ap-
proximately ₹3,540.38 crore 
for consumers. Patients can 
check the updated prices 
printed on medicine packages 
or verify them through the 
Pharma Sahi Daam mobile 

application and the NPPA 
website. Retailers and hospi-
tal pharmacies are prohibited 
from charging more than the 
revised MRP.

Consumers who face over-
charging or other pricing-re-
lated issues can register com-

plaints through the Pharma 
Jan Samadhan portal or con-
tact the NPPA helpline at 
1800‑111‑255.

The regulatory provisions 
were introduced through noti-
fication SO 5690 (E), dated 
October 17, 2026, and will 
remain in force until further 
orders. Drug manufacturers 
can still seek annual price ad-
justments under Paragraph 
20(1) of the Drugs (Prices 
Control) Order, 2013, provid-
ed they comply with the pre-
scribed 30 per cent trade mar-
gin limit.

The rules also require re-
tailers, pharmacies, hospitals 
and medical institutions to 
prominently display revised 
price lists at their premises 
and on their official websites.

Revised MRPs now apply to 1,364 an-
ti-cancer formulations

Over 1.2 tonnes of 
suspected beef 

seized from train
NEW DELHI

Authorities seized ap-
proximately 1,286.35 kg 
of meat suspected to be 

beef from 20 cartons 
transported aboard the 
Dakshin Express from 

Hyderabad to Delhi, offi-
cials said on Monday.
The consignment was 

found at the New Wash-
ing Line railway yard near 
Hazrat Nizamuddin rail-
way station. Railway of-
ficials received informa-

tion about the suspected 
transportation of beef 
from the Railway Vigi-
lance Unit at Baroda 

House around 9 am on 
Sunday.Police, along 

with a Forensic Science 
Laboratory team and a 
veterinary doctor, col-
lected samples for ex-

amination and complet-
ed the required legal for-

malities.
The packages had been 

booked under the de-
scriptions of “Mutton” 

and “Meat”.

10 admitted with 
firecracker-related 

eye injuries
HYDERABAD

At least 10 people have 
been admitted to Gov-
ernment Sarojini Devi 

Eye Hospital in Hyderabad 
with firecracker-related 
eye injuries following Di-

wali celebrations, hospital 
officials said on Monday.
Hospital Superintendent 

Dr P. Modini said eight pa-
tients had been scheduled 
for surgery, while two were 

reported to be in serious 
condition. Around 50 to 55 
people with similar injuries 
visited the hospital’s out-

patient department on 
Sunday.Doctors warned 

that some patients could 
suffer permanent vision 

loss due to corneal dam-
age. The hospital has re-
served 25 beds for fire-

cracker-related injuries.
Doctors urged parents to 

supervise children and 
advised victims to seek 
immediate medical at-

tention after eye injuries.

Three-year-old 
allegedly sexually 

assaulted in Goa
MAPUSA

A three-year-old girl was 
allegedly sexually assaulted 

by an unidentified person 
inside a dilapidated building 

in Mapusa, North Goa, 
prompting police to launch 
a search operation on Mon-

day.The child was found 
crying outside the building 
on Sunday evening. A pas-

serby noticed her and alert-
ed local residents, who in-
formed the police.She was 

initially taken to Mapusa 
District Hospital in critical 

condition before being 
shifted to Goa Medical 

College and Hospital for 
further treatment. Police 

said her condition was 
stable.Police have regis-
tered a case and are ex-
amining CCTV footage 

from the area to identify 
and trace the accused.

Mammootty’s visit 
to BJP leader’s 

home sparks row
THRISSUR

Malayalam actor Mam-
mootty’s visit to the resi-

dence of BJP state 
vice-president B. Gopalakr-
ishnan in Thrissur has trig-

gered criticism on social 
media, prompting the BJP 
leader to condemn the on-
line attacks and call for po-
litical harmony.Meanwhile, 

senior CPI(M) leader Thom-
as Isaac distanced the party 

from the online criticism, 
stating that those involved 

were not party activists.

7 killed after truck rams into van 
carrying body, mourners in Jharkhand

HAZARIBAG/RANCHI

A truck rammed into a pick-
up van carrying a body and 
mourners to Varanasi in Uttar 
Pradesh to perform the last 
rites, killing seven people and 
in ju r ing  12  o the r s  i n 
Jharkhand's Hazaribag district 
on Monday, police said. 

According to police, the ve-
hicle had made a pit stop at 
Mahanetand near Danua val-
ley around 10.30 am when a 
truck hit it from behind, kill-
ing five people on the spot, 
while two died in a hospital.

The pick-up van carrying 
19 people overturned under 
the impact of the collision, 
throwing several passengers 
onto the road, Chouparan po-
lice station in-charge Pankaj 
Kumar said. 

The injured people have 
been admitted to hospitals in 
Hazaribag and Barhi, and 
three of them were in a criti-
cal state, he said. 

The deceased were identi-
fied as Dhokla Kumar (45), 
Budhni Devi (50), Ramkisun 
Mahto (50), Rameshwar Ku-
mar (70), and Raju Pandit 
(40). Two other victims, Sav-
itri Devi and Rubia Devi, suc-

cumbed to their injuries while 
undergoing treatment, and 
their ages were not immedi-
ately known.

Dr Ashutosh Jha, who treat-
ed the injured at Sheikh 
Bhikhari Medical College and 
Hospital in Hazaribag, said 
one critically injured person 
was referred to Rajendra In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(RIMS) in Ranchi.

The truck driver fled soon 
after the incident, and a 
search was underway to arrest 
him, Kumar said. 

Senior BJP leader Arjun 
Munda expressed shock at the 
accident. 

"It is extremely unfortunate 
that a family travelling to Va-
ranasi to attend the funeral of 
a person fell victim to this 
tragic accident," the former 
chief minister said in a state-
ment.

6 OF FAMILY DEAD IN FIRE IN 
HOUSE-CUM-SHOP IN MAHA

Dharashiv: Six members of a family died after a fire 
broke out in a residence-cum-shop in Maharashtra's 

Dharashiv district on Monday, police said.  The fire 
broke out around 2:45 am when the Karande fam-
ily members were asleep on the first floor of their 

residence at Yedshi, which also housed a cloth shop, 
police said. All of them died due to suffocation, police 
said.  The neighbours made efforts to break into the 
house after the fire broke out, but their efforts were 

in vain, they added. The fire intensified quickly as the 
shop on the ground floor also had plastic items and oil 
stock, an official said.  One person has survived and is 

in a stable condition at present, the official added. 
Police identified the deceased as Uttam Karande, 

Chandrakala Karande, Govind Karande, Gayatri 
Karande, Jyoti Karande and Siddhi Karande.  The 

cause of the fire is yet to be ascertained, but prelim-
inary reports suggest it was due to a 'panati' (small 
clay oil lamp or diya) lit on the premises, police said.

Cattle upkeep aid
BEFORE

₹20
per cow

▶
NOW

₹40
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Tamil Nadu announces 
₹40 lakh compensation 
for a police officer who 

died after an alleged 
assault while managing 

a firecracker-related 
disturbance.
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Mumbai bans rockets, 

aerial firecrackers 
until Nov 25

MUMBAI

The Mumbai Disaster Man-
agement Authority on Mon-
day prohibited the bursting of 
rockets and aerial firecrackers 
across the city until Novem-
ber 25, following multiple fire 
incidents reported during Di-
wali celebrations.

The restriction applies to 
residential buildings, rooftops, 
balconies and slum areas 
within the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) 
limits. According to the order 
signed by Additional Munici-
pal Commissioner Prajakta 
Verma-Lavangare, the ban 
will remain effective from 
November 9 until 11.59 pm 
on November 25.

Fire risk in dense areas
The authority said rockets and 
other aerial firecrackers could 
land on rooftops, balconies, 
windows and other combusti-
ble materials, triggering fires. 
The danger is particularly 
high in densely populated 
neighbourhoods, high-rise 
buildings, slum settlements 
and areas with narrow roads 
and closely packed residential 

and commercial structures.

Three major fires
Three major fires were report-
ed in different parts of Mum-
bai on Diwali night, damag-
ing several huts, shops, a ga-
rage and portions of a com-
mercial building. The author-
ity clarified that the use of 
firecrackers other than rockets 
and similar aerial varieties 
would continue to be gov-
erned by existing laws, court 
orders and directions from 
competent authorities.

Mayor appeals to 
residents
Meanwhile, Mumbai Mayor 
Ritu Tawde appealed to resi-
dents to celebrate responsibly 
and avoid bursting firecrack-
ers near residential buildings 
and on footpaths. Shiv Sena 
(UBT) leader Aaditya Thac-
keray also urged the police 
and administration to take ac-
tion in cases where rockets 
enter homes and cause fires. 
He called for an explanation 
from the authorities over such 
incidents.

Naidu urges Modi to scrap 
₹500 and ₹2,000 notes

NAIDU RENEWED HIS PROPOSAL TO REDUCE HIGH-VALUE CASH USAGE, 
PRESENTING DIGITAL CURRENCY AND TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN GOVERNANCE AS 
KEY MEASURES TO TACKLE CORRUPTION AND PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH.

AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
Monday called for scrapping 
high-denomination currency 
notes of ₹500 and ₹2,000, ar-
guing that limiting high-value 
cash transactions could help 

curb corruption, encourage 
wealth creation and reduce 
poverty.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Naidu strongly advocat-
ed digital currency and tech-
nology-driven governance. 
He said he had previously 
submitted recommendations 

for a digital currency report 
and had repeatedly urged 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to consider the propos-
al.

“I am demanding it again 
now. Currency denominations 
of ₹500, ₹1,000 and ₹2,000 
should be scrapped. Only 
₹100 and ₹200 notes should 
remain,” he said.

His remarks came a day af-
ter the 10th anniversary of 
demonetisation, announced 
on November 8, 2016, when 
the Centre withdrew ₹500 and 
₹1,000 notes from circulation 
to tackle black money, coun-
terfeit currency and corrup-
tion.

Naidu said flaws in existing 
systems had created a cycle of 
corruption that required tech-
nological intervention.

The Telugu Desam Party 
chief also called for reducing 
money power in electoral pol-
itics. He said elections should 
focus on public service rather 
than financial influence and 
claimed that the NDA had 
taken steps to curb cash distri-
bution during campaigns.

Navy to graduate record 3,300 Agniveers at Chilka
BHUBANESWAR

The Indian Navy will conduct 
the Passing Out Parade (POP) 
of its ninth batch of Agniveers 
and Indian Coast Guard Na-
viks at INS Chilka in Odisha 
on November 13. More than 
3,300 trainees will graduate 
after completing 16 weeks of 
intensive training, marking 
the largest-ever batch to pass 
out from the naval training 
establishment.

According to INS Chilka, 
the training programme is de-
signed to prepare young re-
cruits for professional respon-
sibilities through academic 
instruction, physical condi-
tioning, swimming, parade 

practice, outdoor activities 
and training camps.

Chief of Naval Staff Admi-
ral Krishna Swaminathan will 
attend the ceremony as the 
chief guest and reviewing of-
ficer. The parade will mark 
the completion of the recruits’ 
initial training and their tran-
sition towards professional 
service in the maritime forces.

The training programme 
has also emphasised character 

development, leadership, dis-
cipline, teamwork and cama-
raderie while promoting the 
core naval values of Duty, 
Honour and Courage.

Vice Admiral Sameer Sax-
ena, Flag Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of the Southern 
Naval Command, will preside 
over the valedictory function. 
Awards will be presented to 
outstanding trainees, the 
champion division and the 

best instructor in recognition 
of their achievements and 
contributions.

The occasion will also fea-
ture the unveiling of ‘Ankur’, 
a bilingual magazine prepared 
by the trainees.

Amit Shah opens ₹464-crore 
elevated corridor 

in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Monday inaugurated 
a newly constructed six-lane 
elevated corridor connecting 
ISKCON Junction to the 
Sanand Flyover on Ahmed-
abad’s busy Sarkhej-Gandhi-
nagar (SG) Highway. The 
4.03-kilometre-long over-
bridge, built at an estimated 
cost of ₹464 crore, is expect-
ed to ease traffic congestion 
and improve connectivity 
across the city.

The project is designed to 
benefit approximately 1.5 
lakh motorists who use the 
busy route daily. It is also ex-
pected to reduce travel time 

and fuel consumption while 
improving connectivity be-
tween Ahmedabad and the 
industrial hub of Sanand.

Shared on X
Following the inauguration, 
Shah shared details of the 
project on social media plat-
form X.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bh-
upendra Patel welcomed the 
development, describing it as 
an important step towards 
strengthening Ahmedabad’s 
urban transport network. He 
called the project a gift to the 
city’s residents ahead of the 
New Year and highlighted its 
potential to make journeys 
smoother and safer.

Patel said the corridor 
would help reduce congestion 
at major junctions along the 
SG Highway, while saving 
commuters valuable time and 
fuel. The elevated stretch is 
expected to support smoother 
movement of vehicles and 
improve access to the Sanand 
industrial area.

ED attaches Kashmir assets 
worth ₹10.63 crore

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) attached immovable 
properties worth ₹10.63 crore 
in Kashmir over the alleged 
misuse of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Employment Generation 
Programme (PMEGP). The 
agency said the attachment 
covers 11 land parcels and 
buildings in Srinagar and 
Bandipora districts.

The ED’s Srinagar zonal 
office took action under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), follow-
ing a provisional attachment 
order. The properties were 
allegedly held by suppli-
ers-cum-brokers and a bank 
official accused of involve-
ment in the scheme’s misuse.

The investigation began af-
ter the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) registered 
two FIRs in Srinagar. These 
alleged that PMEGP loans 
were misappropriated through 
a conspiracy involving bor-
rowers, officials of J&K 
Bank branches in Sumbal and 
Gamud Gadkhud, brokers and 

unidentified persons.
According to the ED, dum-

my borrowers were allegedly 
used to obtain loans through 
fake invoices issued by 
non-existent firms.

A survey of the two branch-
es under Section 16 of the 
PMLA identified 270 term-
loan accounts and 270 work-
ing-capital accounts linked to 
the scheme that had become 
non-performing assets. The 
outstanding amount was esti-
mated at around ₹32 crore.

The ED said it had traced 
alleged proceeds of crime 
worth ₹11.37 crore. The mon-
ey was reportedly routed 
through multiple bank ac-
counts, with part used to con-
struct or renovate properties 
and for personal enrichment.

Keralam begins random ethanol 
checks at petrol outlets

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam government has 
begun random ethanol testing 
at selected petrol outlets 
across four districts following 
concerns over allegations of 
excessive ethanol content in 
fuel supplied in neighbouring 
Karnataka.

Food and Civil Supplies 
Minister Anoop Jacob said 
inspections were ordered after 
complaints about vehicle 
damage and public concerns 
over petrol potentially con-
taining ethanol beyond the 
permitted limit. Samples are 
being collected from fuel sta-
tions in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Ernakulam, Kozhikode and 
Kannur districts.

The collected samples will 
be sent to government labora-
tories, with test results ex-
pected within 10 days. Jacob 
said petrol cannot contain 
more than 20 per cent ethanol 
and warned that outlets found 
violating the prescribed limit 
could be sealed.

The minister said the in-
spections were necessary to 

address public concerns and 
ensure fuel quality.

The move follows allega-
tions by Karnataka authorities 
that petrol supplied by major 
oil marketing companies con-
tained ethanol levels exceed-
ing the prescribed 20 per cent 
limit. Tests conducted on sam-
ples collected from several 
districts reportedly recorded 
levels as high as 31.2 per cent.

However, public sector oil 
marketing companies have 
rejected the allegations, main-
taining that their E20 petrol 
complies with the Bureau of 
Indian Standards specification 
IS 17021.

Tripura civic polls clear 859 
candidates’ nominations

AGARTALA

The nomination papers of 859 
candidates have been accept-
ed for the upcoming civic 
elections across 21 urban lo-
cal bodies in Tripura, while 
49 nominations submitted by 
20 candidates were rejected 
during scrutiny, officials said 
on Monday.

A total of 1,109 nomination 
papers were filed by 879 can-
didates contesting elections to 
the Agartala Municipal Cor-
poration (AMC), 20 munici-
pal councils and Nagar Pan-
chayats. State Election Com-
mission Secretary Anurag Sen 
said the scrutiny process had 
been completed, with 859 
candidates declared eligible to 
contest.

Among those whose nomi-
nations were accepted, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
accounted for 342 candidates, 
followed by the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) with 
251 and the Indian National 

Congress with 216. The Tipra 
Motha Party had 15 candi-
dates, while 35 candidates be-
longed to other parties or were 
contesting as independents.

The Agartala Municipal 
Corporation, comprising 51 
wards, recorded the highest 
number of valid nominations 
at 164. Dharmanagar Munic-
ipal Council followed with 75 
candidates, while Udaipur re-
corded 64. Kailashahar had 
54 valid nominations, Ambas-
sa 47 and Belonia 45.

The final candidate list will 
be published after the nomi-
nation withdrawal deadline 
ends on November 10.

State Election Commission-
er Pradip Chakraborty said 
adequate security arrange-
ments had been made during 
the nomination filing process.

The arrangements were 
made in response to directions 
from the Tripura High Court, 
which had asked authorities to 
provide security during the 
nomination process.

SplashBI announces $100 million 
Hyderabad expansion plan

HYDERABAD

Enterprise data intelligence 
company SplashBI has inau-
gurated a Global Capability 
Centre (GCC) at VSD Tech 
Park in Hyderabad’s Financial 
District, announcing an in-
vestment of more than $100 
million over the next five to 
seven years. The expansion 
will strengthen its technology 
and artificial intelligence ca-
pabilities.

The 20,000-square-foot fa-
cility can accommodate 275 
professionals and was inaugu-
rated by Telangana IT Minis-
ter D. Sridhar Babu. The com-
pany allocated $4 million for 
an AI data centre to support 
enterprise data intelligence 
solutions.

The centre will serve as a 
hub for platform engineering, 

artificial intelligence, data sci-
ence, analytics and customer 
delivery. It will bring Splash-
BI’s Hyderabad teams togeth-
er for product development 
and customer engagement. 
The company has operated in 

Hyderabad since 2014 and 
serves more than 500 enter-
prise customers across 39 
countries.

Chief Executive Officer 
and Co-Founder Naveen Mi-
glani said businesses needed 

ways to convert data into de-
cisions. He said connecting 
information across depart-
ments and understanding its 
context were essential to 
making AI and analytics more 
effective.

President and Co-Founder 
Kiran Reddy Pasham said Hy-
derabad offered a technology 
ecosystem, combining exper-
tise in data architecture, busi-
ness processes and engineer-
ing.

The centre will develop 
SplashBI’s data intelligence 
platform, including SplashAI, 
data connectivity, business 
modelling and analytics.

The company is focusing 
on improving AI readiness 
through business data models 
covering human resources, 
finance, sales, operations and 
supply chains.

Murder convict 
allegedly visited 
Thailand; warder 

suspended
JAIPUR

A murder convict serving 
a life sentence at an open 
prison in Rajasthan’s Sri 

Ganganagar district alleg-
edly travelled to Thailand 

for five days in October 
2025, with the help of a 
prison warder who falsi-

fied his attendance 
records.

The convict, Dikshant 
Kamra, reportedly trav-
elled abroad between 

October 9 and 13. A pre-
liminary inquiry found 

that warder Hapuram had 
marked him present dur-
ing his absence and sub-
mitted false attendance 
reports. The warder has 
since been suspended, 
and a police complaint 

has been filed.

The investigation began 
after a woman com-

plained to Rajasthan’s 
Director General of 

Prisons, alleging that 
Kamra had deceived and 
harassed her. Police also 

recovered around 40 
grams of opium and his 
passport from a car on 

November 3.

Kamra is serving a life 
sentence for the 2018 
murder of Dushyant 

Sharma, popularly known 
as the Jaipur Tinder mur-

der case. A court con-
victed Kamra and two 

others in November 2023.

Delhi AQI crosses 
1,000 on private 
platforms amid 

confusion
NEW DELHI

Delhi witnessed a sharp 
deterioration in air quality 
following Deepavali cele-

brations, with official 
monitoring stations 

recording readings in the 
severe category while pri-
vate platforms reported 

AQI levels exceeding 
1,000 in some neighbour-
hoods. The conflicting fig-

ures raised questions 
about differences in 

air-quality measurement 
systems.

The Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) 

recorded an AQI of 483 at 
8.10 am on Monday, with 

at least 15 monitoring sta-
tions reporting readings 
above 400. Meanwhile, 
Swiss-based monitoring 
company IQAir reported 
levels exceeding 1,000 in 
areas such as Shahdara 

and Defence Colony.

Experts attribute the dif-
ference largely to varia-
tions in measurement 
methods. India’s CPCB 

uses an AQI scale ranging 
from zero to 500. 

Readings exceeding the 
upper limit are displayed 

as 500 or 500-plus, 
regardless of how far pol-
lution levels rise beyond 

that threshold.

Several Delhi neighbour-
hoods recorded particu-
larly high pollution levels. 
Vivek Vihar registered an 
AQI of 445, while Burari 
Crossing recorded 441. 
Jahangirpuri reported 
readings between 433 
and 442, followed by 

Rohini and Delhi 
Technological University, 

which recorded levels 
above 430. Other affected 
locations included North 

Campus, Bawana, 
Ghazipur, Mundka and 

Punjabi Bagh.

The pollution spike 
occurred despite Stage III 

restrictions under the 
Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP), introduced 

before Deepavali. 
Measures include halting 
non-essential construc-

tion, imposing stricter 
vehicle restrictions and 
shifting primary school 
classes to hybrid mode.

Mumbai authorities 
have banned rockets 

and aerial firecrackers 
until November 25, 

citing fire risks 
following multiple 

incidents during Diwali 
celebrations.

The ban
WHAT Rockets and aerial 

firecrackers

WHERE Buildings, rooftops, 
balconies and slums 
in BMC limits

UNTIL 11.59 pm, November 
25

“Currency 
denominations of 

₹500, ₹1,000 and ₹2,000 
should be scrapped. Only 
₹100 and ₹200 notes 
should remain.”

— N. Chandrababu Naidu, 
Andhra Pradesh CM

The parade
WHEN

November 13
WHERE

INS Chilka, Odisha
TRAINEES

More than 3,300
TRAINING

16 weeks

THE PMEGP CASE

₹10.63 cr
PROPERTIES 
ATTACHED

₹11.37 cr
ALLEGED 
PROCEEDS 
TRACED

₹32 cr
BAD LOANS 
OUTSTANDING

THE 20 % LIMIT
Petrol cannot contain 
more than 20 per cent 

ethanol. Tests in Karnataka 
reportedly recorded levels as 
high as 31.2 per cent.

?

SPLASHBI HYDERABAD EXPANSION

$100 mn+
over 5-7 years

275
professionals

500+
customers, 39 

countries
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INS Surat reaches Muscat 

for naval exercise
India and Oman have strengthened their naval partnership as an 
Indian warship reaches Muscat for joint maritime activities aimed 

at improving cooperation, coordination, and regional security.

MUSCAT

Indian Naval Ship (INS) Surat 
has arrived in Muscat, Oman, 
to take part in the 15th edition 
of the India-Oman maritime 
exercise, Naseem Al Bahr. 
The arrival marks another 
step towards strengthening 
naval cooperation and im-
proving relations between the 
two countries.

According to the Ministry 

of Defence, INS Surat reached 
Muscat on November 8, 2026. 
The exercise, whose name 
means “Sea Breeze”, will 
bring together personnel from 
the Indian Navy and the Roy-
al Navy of Oman for profes-
sional activities and joint en-
gagements.

The exercise will take place 
in two phases, covering activ-
ities at the harbour and at sea. 
These activities will include 

cross-deck visits, operational 
interactions and sporting 
events. The programme will 
give personnel from both na-
vies an opportunity to share 
their experiences, learn from 
each other and understand dif-
ferent ways of carrying out 
naval operations.

The exercise also aims to 
improve coordination be-
tween the two navies.

The visit highlights the 

long-standing friendship be-
tween India and Oman. Both 
countries have maintained 
close ties, with defence coop-
eration playing an important 
role in their relationship.

The port visit is also in line 
with the Indian government’s 
MAHASAGAR vision, which 
stands for Mutual and Holistic 
Advancement for Security 
and Growth Across Regions. 
The initiative focuses on co-
operation, security and devel-
opment across different re-
gions.

The latest engagement also 
builds on earlier discussions 
between the two countries un-
der the Joint Military Cooper-
ation Committee. The com-
mittee held its 13th meeting 
on November 24, 2025.

INS Surat at Muscat for the 15th edition of the India-Oman maritime exercise Naseem Al Bahr

Poor hygiene, unsafe 
water raise concerns 

at Sindh hospitals

KARACHI

Government hospitals across 
Pakistan’s Sindh province are 
facing growing concerns over 
poor hygiene, unsafe drinking 
water and a lack of basic 
medical facilities.

Several hospitals in Karachi 
and other parts of Sindh lack 
clean washrooms, proper san-
itation and safe drinking wa-
ter.

Several district hospitals 
reportedly do not have water 
filtration plants. As a result, 
patients and their attendants 
often have to buy drinking 
water from outside. Even hos-
pitals with filtration systems 
face problems because of 
poor maintenance and de-
layed replacement of filters.

Rizwana Khatoon, a resi-
dent of North Karachi, shared 
her experience at Sindh Gov-
ernment New Karachi Hospi-
tal, where her daughter was 
admitted with a high fever. 
She said the hospital lacked 
sufficient drinking water and 
had dirty washrooms with in-
adequate water and soap. She 

also reported bedbugs, insects 
and unpleasant smells inside 
the wards.

At Sindh Government 
Saudabad Hospital, patient 
Ghulam Shah raised concerns 
about the shortage of essen-
tial facilities despite public 
spending. He said patients 
often had to buy medicines 
and drinking water from out-
side. He also questioned the 
cleanliness of water tanks and 
the quality of food provided 
at the hospital.

Another patient, Tariq Fa-
reedi, from Sindh Govern-
ment Liaquatabad Hospital, 
highlighted the lack of infor-
mation desks and clear signs. 
He said elderly patients and 
visitors from distant areas of-
ten struggled to find registra-
tion counters, doctors and 
hospital wards.

The report also noted that 
nearly 90 per cent of hospitals 
reportedly lack covered wait-
ing areas for patients’ atten-
dants.

Patients often buy medicines and 
drinking water from outside

COP31 opens in Antalya, urging 
countries to act on climate

ANTALYA

The 31st United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference, 
known as COP31, began in 
Antalya, Turkiye, on Monday, 
bringing together countries to 
discuss climate change and 
turn earlier promises into 
practical action.

The summit will run from 
November 9 to 20. This year, 
the main focus is on imple-
menting climate commit-
ments, improving cooperation 
and finding solutions to the 
growing effects of global 
warming.

The meeting comes at a 

time when countries are fac-
ing rising temperatures, ex-
treme weather events and in-
creasing pressure to protect 
people and the environment.

One of the key issues at 
COP31 is climate finance. 
Developing countries need 
financial support to prepare 
for climate-related disasters, 
strengthen public services and 
move towards cleaner sources 
of energy. Discussions are ex-
pected to focus on how exist-
ing financial commitments 
can be delivered and how 
funding can reach countries 
that need it most.

Another important area is 

the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Countries are 
under pressure to strengthen 
their climate plans and make 
measurable progress towards 
the goals of the Paris Agree-
ment, which seeks to limit the 
rise in global temperatures.

The summit will also ad-
dress climate adaptation and 
resilience. These efforts aim to 
help communities prepare for 
floods, heatwaves, droughts 
and other climate-related 
risks.

Turkiye is hosting the con-
ference, while Australia is 
leading the negotiations under 
an arrangement between the 
two countries.

The central message of 
COP31 is the need to move 
beyond promises and deliver 
results.

COP31 runs in Antalya, Turkiye, from November 9 to 20

EU moves to fund Ukraine’s 
urgent winter needs

KYIV

The European Union will ac-
tivate a special emergency 
assistance mechanism to pro-
vide quick financial support 
to Ukraine, as Russian strikes 
continue to affect electricity, 
water and heating supplies 
across several  regions, 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said on Mon-
day.

Zelenskyy announced the 
decision after a phone con-
versation with European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen. He said the 
new mechanism would help 
Ukraine receive funds quickly 
to meet its most urgent needs. 
Teams from both sides have 
already started working on 
the plan.

According to Zelenskyy, 
the situation remains difficult 
in Kyiv, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Sumy and Donetsk regions, as 
well as in Kherson. Russian 
strikes have disrupted essen-
tial services, creating addi-
tional challenges for residents 
as the country prepares for the 

winter season.
The Ukrainian president 

said he and von der Leyen 
also discussed additional en-
ergy and humanitarian assis-
tance. The support is expected 
to help communities deal with 
supply problems and prepare 
for colder weather.

The leaders also discussed 
Ukraine’s efforts to join the 
European Union. Zelenskyy 
welcomed the European Com-
mission’s latest assessment of 
the country’s progress to-
wards membership. He said 
opening negotiation clusters 

and moving forward with the 
next stages of the process re-
mained important goals.

Diplomatic efforts to end 
the war were also part of their 
discussion. Zelenskyy said 
Ukrainian and European 
teams had recently held talks 
in Brussels on a recovery plan 
and security guarantees for 
Ukraine.

The two leaders also coor-
dinated their positions ahead 
of an upcoming meeting in 
Abu Dhabi, as efforts contin-
ue to find a way forward in 
the conflict.

Russian strikes continue to affect electricity, water and heating supplies

Taiwan detains party leader over suspected Chinese funding
TAIPEI

Taiwanese authorities have 
detained Lin Te-wang, found-
er and chairman of the Taiwan 
People’s Communist Party, 
over allegations that he re-
ceived money and instruc-
tions from China to influence 
upcoming local elections.

The Tainan District Prose-
cutors Office said Lin was 
suspected of accepting finan-
cial support and directions 
from the Chinese Communist 
Party to contest the election 
for ward chief in Xinying 
District, Tainan. Prosecutors 
sought his detention under 
Taiwan’s Anti-Infiltration Act 

and Election and Recall Act, 
citing concerns that he could 
flee or destroy evidence.

The Tainan District Court 
approved the request and or-
dered Lin to be held without 

contact with the outside 
world.

The investigation began af-
ter prosecutors in Tainan and 
Hsinchu received information 
about possible attempts by 
foreign forces to influence 
Taiwan’s local elections 
scheduled for November 28.

Prosecutors also alleged 
that Lin had directed Chen 
Zhen-zhou, a member of the 
party’s Central Committee, to 
contest a ward chief election 
in Hsinchu City’s North Dis-
trict. They suspect Lin accept-
ed foreign funding and later 
helped finance Chen’s cam-
paign.

The investigation further 

found allegations that the two 
men arranged fully funded 
trips to China for eligible vot-
ers. Prosecutors suspect these 
trips may have been intended 
to influence voters and could 
amount to vote-buying under 
Taiwan’s election laws.

Authorities also requested 
Chen’s detention. However, 
the Hsinchu District Court 
released him on bail of 
NT$50,000, approximately 
US$1,525, and ordered him 
to remain at his registered 
residence.

However, the allegations 
remain under investigation, 
and the accused have not been 
proven guilty.

Oil falls as Trump signals no fresh Iran strikes
LONDON

Global oil prices fell on Mon-
day after US President Don-
ald Trump indicated that he 
was unlikely to launch fresh 
attacks on Iran while talks to 
end the conflict continued. 
However, attacks on ships 
near the Strait of Hormuz 
kept concerns about global oil 
supplies alive.

Brent crude futures dropped 
75 cents, or 0.75 per cent, to 
$97.57 per barrel by 1011 
GMT. US West Texas Inter-
mediate (WTI) crude fell 38 
cents, or 0.4  per cent, to 
$90.45 per barrel, according 
to Reuters.

Brent crude recorded a 
sharp decline of 16 per cent 
last week, marking its biggest 
weekly fall since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Hopes of a possible 
peace agreement between 
Washington and Tehran have 
encouraged investors, putting 
further pressure on oil prices.

Analysts said prices were 
also affected by strong oil 
supplies from the Middle East 
and concerns about a growing 

global surplus. JPMorgan es-
timated that oil supplies ex-
ceeded demand by 1.1 million 
barrels per day in September, 
with the surplus expected to 
rise to 1.4 million barrels per 
day in October.

Despite hopes for peace, 
security concerns remain. The 
Strait of Hormuz is a major 
route for international oil 
shipments, and attacks on 
vessels in the area have raised 
fears of possible disruptions.

Iran keeps two-day Hormuz plan open, demands US action
TEHRAN

Iran has said its two-day plan 
to restore security in the Strait 
of Hormuz remains on the ta-
ble, adding that progress de-
pends on the United States 
meeting its demands. The 
statement comes amid contin-
ued tensions and limited prog-
ress in diplomatic efforts be-
tween Tehran and Washing-
ton.

Iranian Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Esmail Baghaei 
made the remarks during a 
weekly press conference on 
Monday. According to Iranian 
media reports, he described 
the proposal as a reasonable 
way to resolve the crisis and 
said security in the important 
waterway could return within 
48 hours if Washington ac-
cepts Iran’s conditions.

Baghaei said the plan 
showed Iran’s willingness to 
find a solution through diplo-

macy. He also urged the 
United States to make a clear 
decision, saying positive de-
velopments could follow if 
Tehran’s demands were ad-
dressed.

Iran has called for an end to 
hostilities on all fronts, the 
lifting of the US naval block-
ade and economic sanctions, 
and the release of Iranian as-
sets held abroad. Tehran says 
these steps must be taken be-
fore negotiations can move 

forward.
The Strait of Hormuz is one 

of the world’s most important 
shipping routes, carrying a 
large share of global oil sup-
plies. Any disruption in the 
waterway can affect energy 
markets, shipping costs and 
international trade.

Baghaei rejected criticism 
from US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio, who described 
some of Iran’s demands as 
unreasonable. The Iranian 

spokesperson argued that his 
country’s conditions were jus-
tified and accused Washing-
ton of worsening tensions 

through military action during 
earlier negotiations.

Meanwhile, diplomatic ef-
forts to ease the crisis have 

faced difficulties, with talks 
between the two countries 
making little progress in re-
cent days.

BNP calls Hasina’s 
passport demand 

political stunt
DHAKA

The Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 

has criticised former 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s demand for a 
passport and national 

identity card (NID), calling 
it a political stunt aimed 
at creating instability in 
the country. The party 

questioned the timing of 
Hasina’s demand amid 

ongoing political develop-
ments in Bangladesh.

Rights group 
condemns Joshua 

Wong’s 10‑year 
sentence

WASHINGTON

The Uyghur Human 
Rights Project has con-
demned the 10‑year jail 

sentence handed to Hong 
Kong activist Joshua 
Wong, calling for his 

immediate release. Wong, 
a prominent pro-democ-

racy activist, has faced 
legal action linked to his 

political activities.

Indian Embassy in 
Azerbaijan 

celebrates Diwali
BAKU

The Embassy of India in 
Baku, Azerbaijan, cele-

brated Diwali with great 
enthusiasm, bringing the 

spirit of the festival of 
lights to the Indian com-
munity and local guests. 

The gathering highlighted 
the strong cultural ties 

between India and 
Azerbaijan, while offering 
an opportunity for people 

from different back-
grounds to experience 

Indian traditions.

University probes ‘racist’ 
acts outside students’ 

apartment
OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

The University of 
Mississippi has launched 

an investigation after 
doorbell camera footage 
allegedly showed three 
women making racist 

noises and gestures out-
side an apartment shared 

by Black students. In a 
statement, the university 
described the behaviour 

as “offensive, hurtful, and 
unacceptable” and said it 
went against the institu-

tion’s values.

Naseem Al Bahr
EDITION

15th
THE NAME MEANS

“Sea Breeze”
INS SURAT ARRIVED

November 8
PHASES

Harbour and sea

Patients in Sindh’s 
public hospitals face 

dirty washrooms, 
unsafe drinking water, 

medicine shortages, 
and poor facilities, 

raising serious concerns 
about healthcare 

standards and 
accountability.

Key issues at COP31
Climate finance for 
developing countries

Cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions

Adapting to floods, 
heatwaves and droughts

The case
■	 Detained: Lin Te-wang, the 

party’s founder and 
chairman

■	 Laws cited: the Anti-
Infiltration Act and the 
Election and Recall Act

■	 Also accused: Chen 
Zhen-zhou, released on 
NT$50,000 bail

■	 Local polls: November 28

$97.57
Brent a barrel, down 75 

cents

$90.45
WTI a barrel, down 38 

cents

16%
Brent’s fall last week

IRAN HORMUZ PLAN

IN FOCUS

Iran says its two-day plan to restore security in the Strait of 
Hormuz remains open.
–	 Tehran links progress to the US meeting its demands, including lifting sanctions and ending the naval 

blockade.
–	 Diplomatic efforts remain uncertain, with tensions threatening global oil supplies and shipping routes.
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Bhavika Ahire, Anaadi Tagde 
to lead India U19 teams

NEW DELHI
 

Wicketkeeper-batter Bhavika 
Ahire and seam-bowling 
all-rounder Anaadi Tagde 
have been appointed captains 
of India U19 A and India U19 
B teams respectively for the 
upcoming T20 Tri-Series fea-
turing Nepal U19, the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) announced on Mon-
day.

The tournament will be 
held at the BCCI Centre of 
Excellence (CoE) in Bengal-
uru from November 10 to 22. 
The competition will serve as 
an important preparation op-
portunity for India ahead of 
the 2027 ICC U19 Women's 
T20 World Cup, which will 
be co-hosted by Bangladesh 
and Nepal early next year.

India have established them-
selves as a dominant force in 
the competition, having won 
the inaugural 2023 edition and 
successfully defended their ti-
tle in 2025. The team will now 
aim to complete a hat-trick of 
titles in 2027.

Bhavika, who was part of 

India's victorious 2025 U19 
Women's T20 World Cup 
squad, will have Mumbai bat-
ter Ira Jadhav as her vice-cap-
tain in the A team. Shambhavi 
Rajput has been named the 
second wicketkeeper, while 
Ishwari Awarare, another 
member of the 2025 World 

Cup-winning squad, will fea-
ture in the B team.

Meanwhile, Uma Kashvi 
has been appointed vice-cap-
tain of the B team. Kashvi 
made headlines after being 
signed by Delhi Capitals for 
Rs 10 lakh, becoming the 
youngest player picked in 
the Women's Premier 
League (WPL).

The B squad also in-
cludes wicketkeepers 
Rachita Hatwar and 
Shreya S. Chawan, 
opener Deeya Ya-
dav and batting 
all-rounder Samaira 
Raghav, who earned a 
WPL contract 
with Guja-
rat Giants.
All play-
ers select-
ed for the 
t r i -ser ies 
r e c e n t l y 
featured in 
t h e  U 1 9 
Women's T20 
Challenger Trophy 
in Bilaspur, Himachal 
Pradesh.

Bhavika Ahire, 
Anaadi Tagde to 

lead India U19
•Bhavika Ahire to captain 

India U19 A; Anaadi Tagde 
to lead U19 B.

•Ira Jadhav and Uma 
Kashvi named vice-cap-
tains of the respective 

teams.

•Tri-series featuring Nepal 
U19 to be held in Benga-
luru from November 10 

to 22.

•India targeting a third 
consecutive U19 Women's 

T20 World Cup title in 
2027.

Premier League: Man Utd 
stun villa with late comeback 
LONDON

 
Manchester United produced 
a dramatic late comeback to 
secure a thrilling 4-4 draw 
against Aston Villa in the Pre-
mier League, with Patrick 
Dorgu and Joshua Zirkzee 
scoring in second-half stop-
page time to rescue a point 
for the hosts.

United endured a disastrous 
opening as Alysson put Villa 
ahead within 59 seconds. 
Nicolas Jackson extended the 
visitors’ lead four minutes lat-
er, capitalising on a rebound 
after goalkeeper Senne Lam-
mens failed to hold Alysson’s 
initial effort. United respond-
ed through Bruno Fernandes, 
who converted a penalty in 
the 16th minute after Bou-
bacar Kamara fouled Matheus 
Cunha. Youri Tielemans then 
equalised in the 44th minute 
with a left-footed finish fol-
lowing a pass from Noussair 
Mazraoui.

Villa regained the lead 
shortly after half-time 
when John McGinn con-
verted a penalty in the 
48th minute following 
a foul on Alysson by 

Diogo Dalot. Leon Goretzka 
increased the advantage to 4-2 
in the 53rd minute, scoring 
after Leny Yoro’s header from 
McGinn’s free-kick struck the 
crossbar and rebounded into 
play.

United continued searching 
for a comeback, with substi-
tute Mason Mount hitting the 
woodwork. Their efforts fi-
nally paid off in the second 
minute of stoppage time when 
Zirkzee converted Dorgu’s 

cross to reduce the deficit. 
Moments later, Dorgu rose 
above the Villa defence to 
head home the equaliser, 
completing a remarkable re-
covery.

Despite salvaging a point, 
United remain 18th in the 
standings and in the relega-
tion, zone heading into the 
international break, one point 
above bottom-placed Crystal 
Palace. Aston Villa occupy 
10th position.

Craig Ervine becomes Zim 
oldest test centurion

SHARJAH
 

Zimbabwe batter Craig Er-
vine created history during 
the ongoing first Test against 
Afghanistan at the Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium, becoming 
the oldest player from his 
country to score a Test centu-
ry. At 41 years and 82 days, 
Ervine achieved the milestone 
by registering his fifth Test 
hundred during the second 
innings of the match.

Ervine surpassed the previ-
ous national record set by 
teammate Brendan Taylor, 
who had also achieved the 
distinction earlier in the 
s a m e  Te s t . 
Taylor scored 
a magnifi-
cent 131 off 
168 deliver-
ies in Zim-
babwe's first 
innings, be-
coming the 
country's old-
est Test centuri-
on before Ervine 
reclaimed the re-
cord.

Ervine's achievement also 
places him among the oldest 
players to score a Test century 

in the 21st century. He 
is now the second-oldest 
batter to achieve the feat 
during this 

period, behind Pakistan's 
Misbah-ul-Haq, who was 42 
years and 47 days old when 
he scored 114 against En-
gland at Lord's in 2016.

The century also helped Er-
vine complete 2,000 runs in 
Test cricket, making him the 
seventh Zimbabwean batter to 
reach the landmark.

Zimbabwe had posted 504 
in their first innings, with 
Taylor scoring 131 and cap-
tain Brian Bennett contribut-
ing 128. Afghanistan re-
sponded with 514, securing 
a 10-run lead through cen-
turies from Sediqullah Atal 
(105), Rahmanullah Za-
dran (113) and Rahmat 
Shah (173).

In their second in-
nings, Zimbabwe con-
tinued their strong bat-
ting display. Taylor 
scored 82, Bennett 
made 58, while Er-
vine struck a centu-
ry  and  An tum 

Naqvi contributed 
62. At tea on Day 
Five, Zimbabwe was 
372/5 ,  wi th  the 

match heading towards 
a draw as only one session 
remained.

ERVINE'S HISTORIC 
MILESTONE

Age at century: 41 years, 82 days.
Test centuries: Five.

Test runs: Completed 2,000.
Previous Zimbabwe record: 

Brendan Taylor.
Oldest Test centurion this century: 
Misbah-ul-Haq, aged 42 years and 

47 days.
Zimbabwe's second innings: 

372/5 at tea on Day Five.

Mushfiqur Rahim Becomes 
First Bangladeshi To Score 

7,000 Test Runs
SYLHET

 
Veteran wicketkeeper-batter 
Mushfiqur Rahim scripted 
history on Monday by becom-
ing the first cricketer from 
Bangladesh to cross the 7,000-
run milestone in Test cricket. 
He achieved the landmark 
during the second innings of 
the second Test against the 
West Indies at the Sylhet Inter-
national Cricket Stadium.

The 39-year-old reached the 
historic mark during the sec-
ond session on Day Five when 
he took a single off West In-
dies spinner Roston Chase to 
move to nine runs. Mushfiqur 
entered the match with 6,957 
Test runs and needed 43 more 
to become the first Bangla-
deshi batter to reach the mile-
stone.

He had already established 
himself as the first player from 
Bangladesh to score 5,000 and 
6,000 runs in the longest for-
mat. His latest achievement 

further strengthens his position 
as one of the country's greatest 
Test batters.

Mushfiqur is now comfort-
ably ahead of Bangladesh's 
second-highest Test run-scorer, 
Mominul Haque, who has ac-
cumulated 5,293 runs. Former 

Bangladesh opener Tamim 
Iqbal follows with 5,134 runs.

The veteran batter contribut-
ed 34 runs in the first innings 
as Bangladesh posted 386 in 
response to West Indies' 356. 
He added another 49 in the 
second innings as the hosts 

reached 184/4 while chasing a 
target of 369. Bad light forced 
an early end to play on Day 
Five, resulting in a draw.

Mushfiqur is also Bangla-
desh's most-capped Test crick-
eter, having represented the 
country in 107 matches. He 
remains the only Bangladeshi 
player to have featured in 
more than 100 Tests, with Mo-
minul second on the list with 
82 appearances.

Since making his Test debut 
against England at Lord's in 
May 2005, Mushfiqur has re-
mained a key figure in Bangla-
desh cricket.

Although he has retired 
from ODIs and T20Is, he con-
tinues to represent the country 
in Test cricket.

"Reaching 7,000 Test runs is 
a remarkable achievement that 
reflects Mushfiqur Rahim's 
consistency, dedication and 
longevity in international 
cricket." – Bangladesh Cricket 
Supporter.

UAE announce Esha Oza-
led emerging trophy squad

DUBAI
 

Hosts United Arab Emirates 
have announced a 14-member 
women's squad, led by Esha 
Oza, for the upcoming ICC 
Women's Emerging Nations 
Trophy, which begins in 
Ajman on November 12.

Wicketkeeper Theertha 
Satish has been included as the 
designated wicketkeeper in the 
squad. The remaining players 
are Al Maseera Jahangir, 
Archara Supriya, Heena 
Hotchandani, Indhuja Nanda-
kumar, Janani Thirukkumaran, 
Mehul Kulkarni, Rinitha Ra-
jith, Samaira Dharnidharka, 
Simran Seth, Sashikala Silva, 
Suraksha Kotte and Uttara 
Iyer.

The tournament will mark 
the first major assignment for 
UAE women's team head 
coach Oscar Nauhaus, who 
was appointed last month after 
Ahmed Raza stepped down to 
take charge of the senior men's 
team.

Nauhaus joins the UAE set-
up from Cricket Namibia, 
where he served as High Per-
formance Manager, focusing 
on developing young cricket-
ers and strengthening the na-
tional player pathway. He also 

brings international coaching 
experience, having guided Na-
mibia's U19 men's team to 
qualification for the 2024 ICC 
U19 Men's World Cup. He 
was also part of Namibia's 
support staff during the 2024 
ICC Men's T20 World Cup.

The support staff will in-
clude manager Subha Ven-
kataraman, strength and condi-
tioning coach Shyla Alam and 
physiotherapist Merin Saji.

The expanded tournament 
features 10 teams divided into 
two groups. UAE are placed in 
Group A alongside Sri Lanka, 
Ireland, Scotland and Papua 
New Guinea. Group B com-
prises Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Thailand, the Netherlands and 
Zimbabwe.

Esha's team will begin its 
campaign against Ireland on 
November 13 at the Seven 
Districts Sports Club in 
Ajman. The match is sched-
uled to begin at 9 am local 
time.UAE will subsequently 
face Scotland on November 
15, Sri Lanka on November 16 
and Papua New Guinea on 
November 18. The top three 
teams from each group will 
qualify for the Super Six stage, 
scheduled from November 20 
to 23. 

Manipur CM calls for 
concerted efforts to 

preserve indigenous sports
IMPHAL

 
Manipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh has 
called for concerted efforts to 
promote and preserve the in-
digenous sports, traditional 
arts and rich cultural practices 
of the state's diverse commu-
nities.

While attending a demon-
stration of Naga Indigenous 
Wrestling (Pyacha) at the As-
tro Turf Ground in Senapati 
district on Monday, the Chief 
Minister drew a comparison 
between Naga Indigenous 
Wrestling and the Meitei tra-
ditional wrestling form of 
Mukna.

 He observed that different 
communities have their own 
distinctive traditional sporting 
practices which deserve rec-
ognition, encouragement and 
promotion.

The programme was organ-
ised by the Senapati District 
Wrestling Association Mani-
pur (SDWAM). The hilly dis-

trict is predominantly inhabit-
ed by the Naga community.

Recalling his personal in-
terest in martial arts, Khem-
chand Singh said that he had 
practised the traditional 
Meitei martial art of Thang-
Ta during his childhood.

 He further recalled that in 
the 1970s, when he was 
studying in Class IX, he was 
deeply impressed by Bruce 
Lee after watching the film 
‘Enter the Dragon’, which in-
spired him to take up Tae-
kwondo.

Notably, Khemchand Singh 
was recently conferred the ti-
tle of Grand Master 9th DAN 
in Traditional Taekwondo by 
the Global Traditional Tae-
kwondo Federation (GTTF). 
He was presented the title by 
GTTF President Grand Mas-
ter Jun Lee at the inaugural 
function of the First Manipur 
State Poomsae Taekwondo 
Championship 2026, held at 
Khuman Lampak Indoor Sta-
dium, Imphal.

Linette dedicates 
Chennai title to Krakow 

shooting victims
CHENNAI

 
Poland's Magda Linette has 
dedicated her Chennai Open 
title win to the victims of a 
mass shooting in Krakow, 
where at least six people were 
killed, and more than a dozen 
others injured when a gunman 
opened fire in Main Market 
Square. Linette, who had been 
the Chennai runner-up in 
2022 to Linda Fruhvirtova, 
won 5-7, 6-1, 6-4 in a summit 
clash that had been postponed 
by a day due to adverse 
weather conditions.

"As much as I'm so happy, 
it's hard to celebrate because 
of what happened in Poland, 
in Krakow," Linette said after 
the win, as quoted by WTA. 
"I just want to say that my 
heart and wishes are with all 
the victims and those who are 
hurt. In those tough moments 
we can really thank and ap-
preciate one another and give 
that person next to us an extra 

hug today."
Chennai marked Linette's 

ninth career final and the first 
tournament where she has 
contested multiple finals, but 
she had a demon to exorcise 
from her previous title match 
here. Back in 2022, she led 
Linda Fruhvirtova 4-1 in the 
third set of the final, only to 
lose 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Linette's week in India be-
gan with a victory in the lon-
gest WTA main-draw match 
of 2026 so far, a 7-6(3), 5-7, 
6-2 marathon over qualifier 
Aliona Falei in 3 hours and 33 
minutes. After a straight-sets 
win over Moyuka Uchijima in 
the second round, the 34-year-
old then had to come from a 
set down in her last three 
matches.

In the quarterfinals, she 
also trailed Mai Hontama 5-3 
in the second set and 4-2 in 
the decider. In total, she spent 
12 hours and 28 minutes on 
court.

TPL to award scholarships 
to 36 juniors

MUMBAI
 

Tennis Premier League (TPL) 
has announced the dates for 
the 2026 Race to Gold (RTG) 
Masters, a grassroots initia-
tive that will see promising 
junior tennis players from six 
states receive scholarships.

A total of 36 junior players 
across six states to receive 
Race to Gold scholarships 
worth Rs 75,000 each, with 
two U-14 champions earning 
the opportunity to travel to the 
Australian Open 2027 through 
the newly introduced TPL 
Road to the Australian Open 
initiative.

The Race to Gold Masters 
will take place across three 
weekends in November; TPL 
North Zone Masters: Novem-
ber 14–15, DLTA, Delhi, TPL 
Gujarat Masters: November 
21–22, SRT10 Altevol Centre 

of Excellence, Ahmedabad 
and TPL Maharashtra Masters: 
November 28–29, Goregaon 
Sports Club, Mumbai, featur-
ing U-10, U-12 and U-14 
boys’ and girls’ categories.The 
scholarships are designed to 
support young athletes beyond 
the court by providing tennis 
equipment, personalised ap-
parel, professional guidance 
and opportunities to engage 
with leading Indian tennis 
icons such as Leander Paes 
and Rohan Bopanna, as well 
as top international players.

The 36 recipients will be 
felicitated during Tennis Pre-
mier League Season 8 in Hy-
derabad in December, with 
the ceremony integrated into 
the live broadcast on JioHot-
star. Since its launch, the 
Race to Gold scholarship pro-
gram has supported 80 young 
players.


