
NEW DELHI

On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court expressed serious con-
cern over threats faced by 
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) 
and other officials engaged in 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR 2.0) of electoral rolls in 
West Bengal and other states. 
A bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
warned the Election Commis-
sion (EC) that failing to ad-
dress these threats could lead 
to “anarchy.”
The court highlighted reports 
of BLOs being overburdened, 

exhausted, and in some cases 
driven to extreme distress. 
Justice Bagchi noted that pe-
titioners had alleged that state 
election commission offices 
were being gheraoed and that 
officials faced harassment and 
intimidation during the 
SIR process. Senior ad-
v o c a t e  R a k e s h 
Dwivedi, appearing 
for the EC, in-
f o r m e d  t h e 
bench that state 
governments are 
constitutionally 
obliged to pro-
vide protec-
tion and coop-

eration, and if they fail, the 
EC could deploy local police 
under deputation or, if neces-
sary, central forces. Justice 
Bagchi clarified that the EC 
cannot assume control over 
the police until the official 
election process begins.

Petitioners, represented by 
senior advocate V Giri, 
sought directions for 
state police deploy-

ment under EC su-
pervision and re-
quested central 
armed forces be 

deployed until 
the SIR process 

is completed, cit-

ing a spate of violence against 
BLOs in West Bengal. How-
ever, the bench pointed out 
that apart from a single First 
Information Report (FIR), 
there was limited verified ev-
idence of obstruction, and 
much of the material relied 
upon was based on historical 
incidents or media reports.
The Supreme Court urged the 
EC to bring to its notice any 
specific instances of lack of 
cooperation or threats to 
BLOs so that appropriate ac-
tion could be taken, empha-
sizing the need to ensure that 
the SIR process proceeds 
smoothly without disruptions.

SC warns EC to protect BLOs, flags threats could lead to ‘anarchy’
SUPREME COURT BACKS BLOS
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The Truth Speaks

LS DEBATES ON ELECTORAL REFORMS 

Biggest anti-national act is 
‘vote chori’: Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI
 

On Tuesday, December 9, Lok 
Sabha Leader of Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi strongly criti-
cised the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), calling “vote chori” 
(vote theft) the “biggest an-
ti-national act” and alleging 
that the party had effectively 
captured the Election Commis-
sion (EC). Gandhi questioned 
why Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah amended the law 
to grant what he described as a 
“gift of immunity” to the elec-
tion commissioner, a move un-
precedented in India’s history.

During a debate on electoral 
reforms, he asserted that the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) sought to control every 
institution in the country, in-
cluding the EC, which trig-
gered protests from the trea-
sury benches. Gandhi further 
stated that vote theft by the 
BJP was eroding the nation’s 
democratic fabric and under-
mining the principles of mod-
ern India.

He challenged the govern-
ment on its law changes re-
garding CCTV and election 
data, arguing that the EC’s di-
rective to destroy recordings 
after 45 days was less about 
protecting data and more about 
facilitating election manipula-

tion. Gandhi cited irregularities 
in the 2024 Haryana assembly 
elections, including a Brazilian 
model’s photo appearing mul-
tiple times in the electoral rolls, 
as evidence of alleged fraud. 
He also pointed out that the EC 
had not responded to queries 
regarding the Haryana, Maha-
rashtra, and Karnataka elec-
tions, questioning its impartial-
ity and transparency in manag-
ing the electoral process.

n �Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal said that the implemen-
tation of SIR in India is not new, while it has occurred 
before, it has not been practiced in recent decades. He 
emphasized that equality is the core principle of SIR. 

n �Lok Sabha MP Nishikant Dubey claimed Congress 
has historically compromised ethics for Muslim votes, 
a practice he says dates back to Nehru’s era.

n �Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha adjourned, will resume 
at 11 a.m. today (December 10, 2025.) 

EC is implementing 
NRC, not SIR:  

Congress MP Jothimani
Congress MP from Tamil 
Nadu S. Jothimani, speak-
ing on electoral reforms in 
Lok Sabha says the gov-
ernment is implementing 
NRC and not SIR. “The 
government wants to dis-
enfranchise hundreds of 
voters through this exer-
cise,” Ms. Jothimani says. 

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi accused BJP of “vote chori,” alleging Election 
Commission capture and unprecedented immunity for the commissioner

RS continues 
discussion on 

Vande Mataram
NEW DELHI: The division 
of ‘Vande Mataram’ song 
for “politics of appease-

ment” led to the partition 
of India, Home Minister 

Amit Shah said in the Rajya 
Sabha on Tuesday, as he 
slammed the Opposition 

for linking the debate on 150 
years of the national song 
with the upcoming West 

Bengal elections. Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 

countered accusing BJP 
leaders, including Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, of 
insulting Jawaharlal Nehru, 

as he said the decision 
to use only the first two 

stanzas of ‘Vande Mataram’ 
as the national song was 

collectively taken by leaders 
like Mahatma Gandhi and 
Rabindranath Tagore. As 

the ruling BJP accused the 
Congress of ‘dividing’ the 
song written by Bankim 

Chandra Chattopadhyay, 
the Leader of Opposition 

in the Rajya Sabha Kharge 
said that Congress leaders 
have always been chanting 

‘Vande Mataram’.

BJP leaders, farmers detained 
during march to Suvarna Soudha 
BELAGAVI

 
On Tuesday, several protest-
ers, including Karnataka BJP 
president B.Y. Vijayendra, 
were detained by police while 
marching with a large group 
of farmers toward the Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha in Belagavi. 
The protest aimed to highlight 
the Congress government’s 
alleged “anti-farmer policies.”

The march was led by Vi-
jayendra, along with Leader of 
the Opposition in the Legisla-
tive Assembly R. Ashoka, 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Legislative Council Chala-
vadi Narayanaswamy, and sev-
eral MLAs, MLCs, and senior 
party leaders. The demonstra-
tion began at Malini City 
Grounds and proceeded to-
ward the legislature amid a 
heavy police presence. Protest-
ers raised slogans accusing the 
government of ignoring farm-
ers’ problems and failing to 
address key agricultural issues.

Vijayendra criticized inter-
nal conflicts within the ruling 
Congress, claiming policy pa-
ralysis has left farmers’ con-
cerns unattended. He accused 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar of prioritiz-
ing political ambitions over 
governance, with the Cabinet 
often in Delhi rather than ad-
dressing local agricultural cri-
ses. Vijayendra highlighted 
failures in supporting sugar-
cane and maize farmers, not-
ing inadequate compensation, 
delays in opening procure-
ment centers, and forcing 
farmers to sell produce at dis-
tress prices.

Cong leaders slam BJP over farmer protests
BJP should protest  

against Central govt: DCM
HK Patil calls BJP protests 
as ‘unreasonable’ 

Belagavi 
Deputy CM D.K. Shivaku-

mar slammed BJP, saying it 
should protest against the 
Modi government instead 
of Karnataka. “Centre has 

denied funds for Mahadayi, 
Mekedatu, Upper Bhadra 

and Krishna projects, besides 
hurting farmers on sugarcane 

and maize,” he said, adding 
BJP leaders have “no shame.”

Belagavi 
Minister HK Patil criticised 
the BJP’s farmer protest, say-
ing the central government 
caused issues by fixing MRP, 
FRP, and sugar rates. Speak-
ing in Belagavi, he called 
the protest “immoral and 
unreasonable” and affirmed 
that the state government, 
led by the CM, fully supports 
farmers and will seek justice.

I am the real Oppn leader: Yatnal 
Belagavi: BJP MLA Basanagouda Patil Yatnal on Tuesday 

insisted he is “the genuine Opposition leader” in the Assem-
bly. The strong statement came after his protest over being 

moved from his usual seat — a change he said was unfair 
to senior legislators. During the session, Congress MLA Ran-

ganath accused BJP of treating Yatnal like an orphan and 
pledged party solidarity. In response, the Assembly Speaker 
explained that seat assignments depend on party strength 

in government — “when in power you’re senior, when out 
you’re junior” — a system affected Yatnal’s seating.

Yatnal rejected this, declaring he is not a political oppor-
tunist. He emphasized he didn’t go to the Chief Minister’s 
residence seeking favour, and challenged that if anyone is 

truly the Opposition leader, it’s him — not R. Ashoka.

INSIGHTS TO NOTE
n �Court cannot treat 

West Bengal situation 
as uniquely requiring 
intervention.

n �BLOs face pressure 
due to house visits 
and enumeration 
duties.

n �EC has written to 
states seeking protec-
tion for BLOs.

n �Bench issued notice, 
seeking responses on 
threats across states.

DGCA cuts IndiGo’s flight schedule by 10 per cent
NEW DELHI 

 
The Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 
Tuesday ordered a 10 per 
cent reduction in IndiGo’s 
flight schedule, responding 
to the large-scale disruptions 
that have affected the air-
line’s operations since De-
cember 1, 2025.

According to the aviation 
safety regulator, the curtailed 
schedule will apply across 
multiple sectors, with the 

most significant trims on 
high-demand, high-frequency 
routes. The DGCA has direct-
ed IndiGo to submit a revised 
operational schedule by 5 pm 
today (December 10).

IndiGo CEO Pieter El-

bers, in a video message on 
Tuesday, expressed deep 
regret for the inconvenience 
caused to passengers and 
assured that the airline’s op-

erations have been “nor-
malised.” Earlier in the day, 
IndiGo had cancelled 423 
flights nationwide, includ-
ing 121 from Bengaluru and 
152 from Delhi.

Civil Aviation Minister 
Ram Mohan Naidu warned 
that no airline can inconve-
nience passengers through 
poor planning or regulatory 
violations, assuring strict ac-
tion against IndiGo for na-
tionwide disruptions and 
crew-rostering failures.

No airline, regardless of its 
size, will be allowed to cause 
inconvenience to passengers 

due to poor planning or 
failure to follow regulations

—Ram Mohan Naidu,  
Civil Aviation Minister 

LOC issued against two more owners of Goa nightclub
PANAJI

 
Goa Police have issued a Look 
Out Circular (LOC) against 
two more owners of the fire-
hit nightclub—Ajay Gupta and 
Surinder Kumar Khosla—fol-
lowing Saturday’s tragedy that 
claimed 25 lives. The action 
came just hours after the club’s 
other owners, Saurabh and 
Gaurav Luthra, fled to Thai-
land. At a press briefing in An-
juna, Deputy Inspector Gener-
al of Police Varsha Sharma 
confirmed that Gupta and 
Khosla, the latter being a Brit-

ish national, are now under the 
LOC. She added that police 
are coordinating with Interpol 
to bring back the Luthra broth-
ers, who reportedly left for 
Phuket soon after the incident.

Sharma said efforts to trace 
the Luthras began immediately 
after the fire, though they were 

not in Goa at the time. She 
also stated that two Goa gov-
ernment officials—the former 
Director of Panchayat, Siddhi 
Halarnkar, and former Goa 
State Pollution Control Board 
Member Secretary, Shamila 
Monteiro—have been called to 
join the probe.

'ILLEGAL' BEACH SHACK 
OWNED BY LUTHRA 

BROTHERS DEMOLISHED
Panaji

The Goa Tourism Depart-
ment on Tuesday demolished 

'Romeo Lane', an illegally 
constructed beach shack at 
Vagator, owned by brothers 
Saurabh Luthra and Gaurav 

Luthra, who also own the 
club Birch by Romeo Lane.
After the fire tragedy, the 

authorities had sealed the 
beach shack at Vagator and 

another property of the Luth-
ras at Assagao.

Microsoft 
announces $17.5 bn 
investment in India
NEW DELHI 

 
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella 
on Tuesday announced that the 
company will invest ₹1,57,235 
crore ($17.5 billion) in India — 
its largest-ever investment in 
Asia — to strengthen the infra-
structure, skills, and sovereign 
capabilities needed for India’s 
AI-driven future. Nadella, who 
is on a four-day visit to the 
country, shared on X that he had 
an inspiring conversation with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
about India’s AI potential, and 
affirmed Microsoft’s commit-
ment to supporting the nation’s 
ambitions. Responding to Na-
della’s post, PM Modi said the 
world is optimistic about India’s 
role in artificial intelligence and 
expressed happiness that Micro-
soft has chosen India for its 
biggest Asian investment. He 
added that India’s youth will 
use this opportunity to inno-
vate and advance AI for a bet-
ter planet. Microsoft said the 
$17.5 billion investment will 
be made over four years, from 
2026 to 2029, and follows an 
earlier $3 billion pledge made 
in January 2025.

Seven-storey building catches fire in Jakarta, 20 killed 

Karnataka HC recalls stay on menstrual leave policy

QUICK READ

JAKARTA: A fire at a seven-story office building in Indonesia’s 
capital, Jakarta, has claimed 20 lives, officials confirmed on 

Tuesday. The blaze, which erupted around midday on the first 
floor, quickly spread to upper levels while some employees 

were having lunch, and others had already left, said Susatyo 
Purnomo Condro, head of Central Jakarta police. The building 

houses Terra Drone Indonesia, a provider of aerial survey 
drones for sectors ranging from mining to agriculture and 

part of Japan’s Terra Drone Corporation.  More on page 8

BENGALURU: The Karnataka High Court on Tuesday withdrew 
its earlier interim order that had stayed the state government’s 

granting one day of menstrual leave per month to women 
aged 18 to 52. Justice Jyoti M initially issued the stay after hear-
ing petitions from the Bangalore Hotels’ Association However, 
around 1.30 pm, the judge recalled the decision following a re-

quest from Advocate General K. Shashikiran Shetty, who 
sought time to present the state’s arguments before any stay. 

CM unveils world’s second 
largest Khadi national flag

BELAGAVI
 

On December 9, 2025, Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah un-
veiled the world’s second-larg-
est Khadi national flag at the 
steps of Suvarna Soudha, Be-
lagavi. The event witnessed the 
presence of prominent dignitar-
ies including Legislative As-
sembly Speaker U.T. Khader, 
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, Law and Parlia-

mentary Affairs Minister H.K. 
Patil, Assembly Deputy Speak-
er Rudrappa Lamani, Legisla-
tive Council Chief Whip Salim 
Ahmed, Assembly Chief Whip 
Ashok Pattana, and Chief Sec-
retary Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, 
along with several MLAs and 
senior officials. The massive 
Khadi flag was crafted by Vi-
nod Kumar Revappa Bamman-
na and his family from Ka-
malapur, Kalaburagi district.

The tricolor flag 
is not just a 

khadi fabric; it is 
a symbol of 

India’s pride and 
self-respect.

—Siddaramaiah, CM

Giant tricolor 
flag at Suvarna 

Soudha serves to 
send a message 
of patriotism to 

the next 
generation.

—Shivakumar, DCM
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80,000 BPL cards cancelled in city; people struggling 
BENGALURU

 
80 thousand BPL cards are 
being revised in the city, 
changing from BPL to APL. 
Women are crying because 
the cards have been deleted. 
They are wandering to the 
food department every day 
because they are not getting 
rice.  BPL cards are being re-
vised in Bengaluru based on 
own house, tax payment, 
three acres of land as income 
source. The central govern-

ment has deleted about 80 
thousand cards across Benga-
luru. For the last three to four 
months, 80 thousand cards 
have not been getting rice. 
Cardholders who were delet-
ed due to not getting rice are 
visiting the Food Department 
in Rajajinagar. Hundreds of 
women holding BPL cards 
have expressed their frustra-
tion that the officials are not 
listening to them even after 
explaining that they do not 
pay taxes, do not have land, 

do not have their own house.  
Residents from many areas 

including Vijayanagar, Sunk-

adakatte, Laggere, Kamakshi 
Palya, Agrahara Dasarahalli 
are coming forward to pro-

vide clarifications along with 
documents by holding up the 
cards. Only the officials are 
behaving irresponsibly. Peo-
ple have demanded that the 
government immediately in-
tervene and return the deleted 
cards.

The Food Department is 
saying that they are shifting 
from BPL card to APL based 
on proper evidence, informa-
tion and documents. Howev-
er, people have vented their 
anger against the government.

ANGER AGAINST GOVERNMENT

QUICK READ
Garbage spilled on 

road, GBA imposes Rs 
10,000 fine on truck 

Rs 400 crore for 
development of IT 

corridor: DCM

Geyser gas leak in 
bathroom, mother and 

child die 

BENGALURU
A GBA garbage truck has 
been fined Rs 10,000 for 
leaking garbage on the 

road.  The fine has been 
imposed by the officials 
of the Bangalore North 
Municipal Corporation. 
The garbage truck was 

leaking garbage onto the 
road during garbage dis-
posal. This was causing a 

foul smell to the road, 
which was annoying  
to motorists and the  

general public.

BENGALURU
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar said that the 
state government has al-
located Rs 400 crore for 

the development of the IT 
corridor. This has given 

good news to the IT sec-
tor. Sharing a post on X 
regarding this, he said 

that the government has 
allocated Rs 400 crore for 
the development of the IT 
corridor. The comprehen-
sive development of Ben-
galuru is priority. He said 

that the IT Corridor Outer 
Ring Road from Silk 

Board Junction to KR Pu-
ram will be developed at 
a world-class level at a 

cost of Rs 400 crore.

BENGALURU
A mother and her child, 

who fell ill due to a geyser 
gas leak in the bathroom, 

died. The incident took 
place in Panchsheel Na-

gar under Govindaraja 
Nagar limits. It is reported 
that the mother Chandini 

(26) and child Yuvi (4) 
died in the hospital with-
out responding to treat-
ment. The mother and 

child fell ill after consum-
ing gas that leaked from a 

geyser while they were 
taking a bath on Monday 

afternoon. The mother 
and child, who were criti-
cal, were admitted to Vic-

toria Hospital by their 
neighbors.

Lokayukta officials raid 
Ambedkar Devpt Corporation

Discrepancies and misappropriation of funds were noted during recent 
Lokayukta raids on officials Dr BR Ambedkar Development Corporation

BENGALURU
 

Lokayukta officials raided the 
Dr BR Ambedkar Develop-
ment Corporation on Tuesday 
following various allegations, 
including irregularities in loan 
sanctioning.

Sources said that a raid was 
conducted at the corporation's 
office in Vasanthnagar, under 
the leadership of Lokayukta 
SP Shivaprakash and import-
ant documents are being ex-
amined.

Ambedkar Development 
Corporation used to provide 
loans of Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 5 
lakh to the backward classes 
on a subsidized basis. Howev-
er, the corporation officials 
were accused of misappropri-
ating more than Rs. 10 crore 
through various irregularities 
including creating fake docu-

ments and fake candidates to 
sanction loans. It is learnt that 
a team of 10 officers raided 
the premises in the early 
hours of today and is examin-
ing the documents.

Separate news, Lokayukta 
raids homes of 10 employees: 

Lokayukta officials who re-
cently (November 25) raided 
47 places belonging to 10 em-
ployees working in various 
government departments on 
charges of disproportionate 
assets, discovered properties 
worth crores of rupees.

A team of the State Lo-
kayukta Police raided the 
homes, offices and residences 
of relatives of 10 officers on 
duty in Bengaluru City, My-
sore, Mandya, Bidar, Haveri, 
Dharwad, Gadag, Kodagu and 
Shivamogga districts. During 
this, movable and immovable 
property worth about Rs 
35.31 crore was found. A case 
has been registered in this re-
gard at the local police sta-
tions and an investigation is 
underway, Lokayukta officials 
had said in a media release.

During the raid on the em-
ployees' homes, officials 
found plots, residential hous-
es, agricultural land, crores of 
rupees in cash, crores of ru-
pees in valuable gold jewel-
lery, luxury vehicles, house-
hold appliances and other 
items.

Site Allotment Delay by 
BDA Causes Loan Problems

BDA Commissioner 
Major Manivannan, who 
has acknowledged this 

serious problem, has 
instructed his team 
to discuss this with 

the banks and find a 
solution. There has also 
been a demand that the 
BDA should immediately 

abolish the penalty for 
plot owners who are 
unable to get loans.

BENGALURU
 

Due to decades of delay, the 
Bengaluru Development 
A u t h o r i t y  ( B D A )  h a s 
plunged the residents of the 
ambi t ious  Nadaprabhu 
K e m p e g o w d a  L a y o u t 
(NPKL) project into a seri-
ous financial crisis. Due to 
the non-handover of the 
plots on time, the residents 
are facing a difficult situa-
tion due to their age to get 
loans from banks for house 
construction. Several resi-
dents have expressed their 
grievances to BDA Com-
missioner Major Manivan-
nan via Twitter. 

Thousands of plot own-
ers, who were in their for-
ties when the plots were al-
lotted, were unable to build 
houses as the BDA took 
nearly nine years to com-
plete the infrastructure de-
velopment. Generally, na-
tionalized banks refuse to 
provide loans to those 
above the age of 55 for 
housing construction. As a 
result, many senior plot 
owners are now unable to 
get loans. Many plot owners 

are now close to retirement 
age. They are already re-
tired. Even though the inter-
est rates on loans are low, 
getting bank loans is a big 
challenge for these senior 
citizens. Retirees are inevi-
tably forced to take loans 
from NBFCs at high interest 
rates.  Banks are not only 
citing age but also legal 
complications of the layout 
as reasons for denying 
loans. Major banks, includ-
ing HDFC, have pointed out 
that the banks have listed 
Kempegowda Layout as a 
non-RERA compliant and 
incomplete layout. In addi-

tion, bank officials have 
also mentioned that land ac-
quisition issues are still 
pending in the layout. 

The Greater Bengaluru 
Development Authority has 
now planned the Kempe-
gowda Layout in 4040 
acres, but despite the pas-
sage of decades, develop-
ment work has been com-
pleted in only 2,800 acres. 
The land acquisition pro-
cess for about 1,200 acres is 
still  pending. After the 
Arkavati Layout, the NPKL 
also remains incomplete, 
which is a cause for concern 
for the site owners.

Prepare a Master Plan for Devpt of Kasturinagar: Rao
BENGALURU

 
Chief Commissioner of Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
Maheshwar Rao has instructed 
officials to prepare a Master 
Plan for the comprehensive de-
velopment of the Kasturinagar 
area.

During his inspection visit to 
Kasturinagar located within the 
limits of the Bengaluru Central 
and East City Corporations, he 
directed officials to prepare a 
detailed Master Plan covering 
overall infrastructure develop-
ment, including roads, foot-
paths, and parks.

Reviewing the unhygienic 
conditions at the waste transfer 
unit and dry waste collection 
center located under the fly-
over, he expressed dissatisfac-
tion and instructed officials to 
carry out immediate cleaning 
and ensure continuous mainte-
nance of cleanliness.

Upon noticing construction 

debris, discarded sofas, and 
other waste dumped under the 
flyover, he ordered their imme-
diate removal and instructed 
that the area be developed for 
public use.

Observing silt accumulation 
in the stormwater drain that 
connects to Benniganahalli 
Lake, resulting in blockage of 
water flow, he directed officials 
to immediately undertake 
desilting and restore smooth 
water flow. He also instructed 
that an RCC retaining wall be 
constructed along the storm 

water drain adjacent to the fly-
over service road.

To prevent illegal dumping 
of waste under the flyover, he 
directed BSWML to install 
CCTV cameras and strengthen 
monitoring. He also instructed 
officials to take strict action 
against those found dumping 
waste.  A Safal Daily Fresh 
center currently stands on land 
belonging to the BDA, but is 
no longer in use. He instructed 
officials to write to BDA seek-
ing transfer of this land to the 
City Corporation. He also di-

rected that the adjoining private 
property be acquired through 
TDR.  The Railway Depart-
ment must complete the ongo-
ing track-related and other civ-
il works near Benniganahalli 
Lake within the stipulated 
timelines. He instructed them 
to ensure no damage occurs to 
the lake and to construct the 
culvert ensuring proper water 
flow. Other Key Directions Is-
sued During the Inspection 
were, redesign Vivekananda 
Park and develop the junction 
to improve smooth vehicular 
movement, expedite comple-
tion of the Railway Depart-
ment’s underpass works, initi-
ate development works for 
Benniganahalli Lake and clear 
encroachments, remove unau-
thorised structures on the foot-
path of Kasturinagar 1st Main 
Road, repurpose the dry waste 
collection center in Kasturi-
nagar for use as the ward  
office.

Indigo effect: Rates of 
five-star hotels in city 

increase by 40-60 percent
BENGALURU

 
Due to the disruption to In-
digo flights, the rates of 
five-star hotels in Bengalu-
ru have increased by 40 to 
60 percent.

For the past one week, 
IndiGo flights have been 
cancelled and traffic has 
been disrupted across the 
country. It is also doubtful 
that IndiGo flights will re-
turn to normal for some 
time. Therefore, tourists 
waiting for alternative 
flights are staying in local 
hotels, and demand for star 
hotels has increased.  

Almost all five-star hotels 
have increased their daily 
rates by 40 to 60 percent in 
the last four to five days. 

Hotels that used to charge 
Rs 10,000-15,000 per day 
have now increased their 
rates to Rs 40,000 to Rs 
50,000. Thus, the hike in 
rates has hit tourists hard.

Speaking on this, Benga-
luru Hotel Owners’ Associ-
ation President PC Rao 
said, it is normal for prices 
to increase when demand 
increases. It increases 
during New Year and crick-
et match days. Now, due to 
the IndiGo flight problem, 
tourists are flocking to ho-
tels. But this time, the tour-
ist business has been hit 
hard. So, the demand may 
remain the same until this 
problem is resolved. There 
will be only a small change 
in room rents.

Bengaluru North City Corporation 
Commissioner inspects various locations
BENGALURU

 
Commissioner of Bengaluru 
North City Corporation, 
Pommala Sunil Kumar visit-
ed and inspected various lo-
cations within the city corpo-
ration limits and issued nec-
essary instructions.  At the 
Hebbal Skywalk area, near 
the Military Bus Stop, gar-
bage was being dumped in-
discriminately. The Commis-
sioner instructed that mar-
shals patrol the area from 
4.30 AM onwards to prevent 
garbage disposal at the spot. 
Noticing the absence of litter 
bins in the area, he directed 
officials to coordinate with 
the nearby Aster Hospital and 
ensure that litter bins are in-

stalled promptly. Subsequent-
ly, the Commissioner inspect-
ed government land within 
the city corporation limits to 
identify a suitable location 
for constructing a shelter/
compound for street dogs, as 
per the directions of the Su-
preme Court. He instructed 
the Executive Engineers pres-
ent at the site to take the re-
quired actions. On this occa-
sion, Joint Commissioners 
Mohammed Naem Momin 
and Pallavi, Assistant Gener-
al Manager of Byatarayana-
pura Division, Executive En-
gineers of Yelahanka Divi-
sion, the Chief Veterinary 
Officers of the Animal Hus-
bandry Department, and other 
staff were present.

Actor Dharma to undergo a 
voice test in 'Bangari' case

BENGALURU
 

Film actor Dharma is facing 
a voice test trouble in con-
nection with the multi-crore 
fraud case in the name of 
Bamul president and former 
MP from Bangalore Rural 
Lok Sabha constituency DK 
Suresh. It was alleged that 
Dharma had spoken to a 
gold trader by imitating DK 
Suresh's voice.

In addition to this, the au-
dios were leaked. The Crim-
inal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) officials, who 
are preparing to examine the 
authenticity of these audios, 
are said to have decided to 
conduct a voice test of Dhar-
ma. The CID has requested 
the court to allow the collec-
tion of a voice sample from 
Dharma in connection with 
this test. If the court agrees, 
the actor will face a trial by 
fire, said top sources. 

Actor and friend get a 
drill: Soon after the court 
gave the green signal for the 
investigation into the multi-
crore fraud case, actor Dhar-
ma and his friend Aishwarya 
Gowda have been ques-
tioned by CID officials. The 
officials have been question-
ing both of them separately 
for four to five days and re-
cording their statements. It 
is learnt that actor Dharma 
has denied any wrongdoing.

It was alleged that Aish-
warya Gowda had cheated 
gold trader Vanitha Aital by 
accepting 14 kg of gold from 
her, claiming to be the sister 

of former MP Suresh. It was 
said that actor Dharma had 
spoken in the guise of 
Suresh in this act. A case of 
cheating was registered in 
this regard at Chandra Lay-
out police station. Later, the 
state government ordered a 
CID investigation into this 
fraud. The accused had ap-
proached the court seeking a 
stay on the investigation 
against them. Finally, the 
court lifted the stay order 
and ordered a CID investiga-
tion. Following this, Dharma 
and Aishwarya Gowda have 
appeared for the CID inves-
tigation. 

In the fraud case, it is al-
leged that Dharma had spo-
ken to a gold trader Vanitha, 
claiming to be former MP 
Suresh. The audio released 
in this regard contains a 
male voice. Therefore, a test 
will be conducted to deter-
mine the similarity of the 
voice in the audio with 
Dharma's voice. If a match 
is found, it is said that strong 
technical evidence will be 
found in the case.

Cong wrests Town 
Cooperative Bank 

after 10 years 
from BJP

BENGALURU
 

The Congress party has 
wrested the power in Ho-
sakote Town Cooperative 
Bank after a decade.  
Elections were held on 
February 9.  Results were 
with-held due to technical 
ditches of allowing ineli-
gible voters to participate 
in the election process, 
and was challenged in 
court.  The Court in its or-
der on November 24 gave 
a final decision to an-
nounce the results setting 
aside the arguments of in-
cluding voters who were 
ineligible to cast their 
votes due to not following 
the stipulated conditions 
as per bye-laws of the 
bank.  The Returning Of-
ficer N Venkatesh an-
nounced the results on 
Tuesday at the bank prem-
ises. 

Out of the 13, Congress 
has successfully bagged 8 
and BJP got 5 seats.  Win-
ners from Congress in-
cluded S Manjunath, K 
Kiran, Akbar Pasha, GU 
Vishnu, N Nagaraj, S Mu-
rali, HS Gopal, M Saro-
jamma.  Winners from 
BJP were A Afsar, K 
Kiran Kumar, B Nagaraju, 
N Balachandran, B Ven-
katalakshmamma.  

Former MP BN Bache 
Gowda, MLA Sharath Ba-
chegowda, entrepreneur 
BV Byre Gowda, BMR-
DA President N Kesha-
vamurthy, former Presi-
dent Vijayakumar, leaders 
BV Rajashekara Gowda, 
HM Subbaraju, have con-
gratulated the winners 
from Congress.
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Drumstick price hits `400/kg amid market volatility
KALABURAGI

 
Winter-season vegetables 
have witnessed significant 
price fluctuations in the local 
market, impacting consumers 
and traders alike. Drumstick, 
a vegetable widely favored 
for its health benefits and 
ability to provide warmth 
during colder months, has 
seen a dramatic surge in price. 
Previously selling at around 
₹120 per kg, drumstick now 
commands ₹400 per kg, put-
ting considerable pressure on 
buyers.

Brinjal, often called the 

“king of vegetables,” has of-
fered some respite to consum-
ers, with prices dropping 
sharply by nearly ₹1,000 per 
quintal. On the other hand, 
ridge gourd prices have dou-
bled, causing concern among 
shoppers. Prices for onion, 
potato, green chilli, tomato, 
capsicum, tender ridge gourd, 
chow-chow, and beans have 
largely remained stable.

A closer look at wholesale 
trends shows carrot prices 
down by ₹2,000 per quintal, 
cabbage and brinjal by 
₹1,000,  caul if lower by 
₹1,500, and beetroot by ₹500. 

Ridge gourd has risen by 
₹3,000 per quintal, while okra 
and ivy gourd increased by 
₹2,000, and cucumber by 
₹1,000. Leafy vegetable pric-
es have also edged slightly 

higher.
Market supplies are coming 

from various regions: onion 
and garlic are arriving from 
Nashik in Maharashtra, while 
green chillies, coriander, fen-

ugreek, and dill leaves are 
sourced from Belagavi dis-
trict. Small quantities of cab-
bage, cauliflower, and brinjal 
are reaching the wholesale 
market from Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana border villages, 
and rural areas of the district.

“Vegetables are arriving in 
abundant quantities, which 
has caused some prices to 
drop, but the sharp rise in 
drumstick prices has surprised 
consumers,” said vegetable 
trader Sunilkumar. The mar-
ket continues to see volatility 
as seasonal demand and sup-
ply dynamics play out.

VEGETABLE PRICES FLUCTUATE
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Bus turns turtle 
kills conductor, 

injures 20

Tense standoff as city 
clears temple under 

security

RAICHUR
A transport bus overturned 
near Anchegudur in Deva-
durga taluk of the district, 

resulting in the death of the 
bus conductor and injuries 
to 20 passengers. The de-
ceased has been identified 

as Basavaraj (36) from 
Lingsugur taluk. The bus 

overturned while crossing 
the canal bridge from An-

jala village towards An-
chegudur. There were 39 

passengers in the bus, and 
it is reported that 20 of 

them were injured.
The bus driver sustained 
serious injuries and has 

been shifted to RIMS Hos-
pital in Raichur. Even after 

the bus overturned, an am-
bulance did not arrive for 
some time, so the injured 

were taken to the hospital 
on auto-rickshaws and 

motorcycles.

KALABURAGI
The Kalaburagi City Cor-
poration has launched a 
clearance operation in 
connection with a land 

dispute near the Shri Sha-
rana Basaveshwara Tem-
ple. To prevent any unto-
ward incidents, tight po-
lice security has been de-
ployed. Over 200 police 

personnel have been sta-
tioned near the temple 
since 8:00 AM to main-

tain law and order during 
the operation. Key offi-
cials present at the site 

include former corporator 
Prakash Benakanahalli, 

Shrimati Dakshayini Avva 
of the temple, court staff, 
and senior municipal of-

ficers. The authorities 
have emphasized that the 

operation will be con-
ducted in a lawful and or-

derly manner to ensure 
public safety.

Svamitva Scheme ensures digital 
property rights, financial access

BIDAR
 

South MLA Dr. Shailendra 
Beldale called upon rural res-
idents to take full advantage 
of the Central Government’s 
visionary Svamitva Scheme, 
aimed at granting legal own-
ership of residential proper-
ties in villages. He was speak-
ing at Rekulagi village after 
officially launching the 
scheme, an initiative of the 
Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment.

Dr. Beldale explained that 
the scheme uses advanced 
drone technology to map vil-
lage properties and issue 
property cards or ownership 
certificates to eligible resi-
dents. This initiative, he not-
ed, is a major step toward re-
ducing land disputes, boosting 
rural development, and en-
hancing the economic securi-
ty of villagers. The MLA em-
phasized that Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the Svamitva Scheme on Na-
tional Panchayat Day, April 
24, 2020, with the goal of 
providing clear ownership 
rights to rural citizens. These 
certified property documents 
also help landowners access 
bank loans, creating new op-
portunities for financial 
growth.

He added that the Revenue 
Department has already be-
gun collecting village-level 
land records, supported by a 

comprehensive digital system. 
Many rural properties lack 
proper documentation, and 
the Svamitva Scheme aims to 
address this longstanding is-
sue by mapping all household 
assets and issuing digital cer-
tificates through an e-portal.

Several officials and com-
munity leaders were present 
at the event, including NB 
Reddy Guruji, Taluk Pancha-
yat Executive Officer Man-
ikrao Patil, Assistant Director 
of Land Records Mallikarjun 

Amagond, TPP Assistant Di-
rector Sudesh, Revenue Offi-
cer Nagaraj, PDO Veeranna, 
Rekulagi Gram Panchayat 
President Vidyavati, Vice 
President Shilpa Bhaktaku-
mar, Manna Ekhalli GP Pres-
ident Rajkumar, along with 
prominent villagers and resi-
dents.

The program coordination 
and media support were pro-
vided by Nagesh Sidda, Me-
dia Assistant to MLA Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale.

Make Use of the Central Govt’s Ambitious ‘Svamitva Scheme’ – Dr. Shailendra Beldale

Illegal Sand Mining: 
Property Worth 

`1.58 Crore Seized
YADGIR

 
A case has been registered at 
the Surpur Police Station 
against seven people, includ-
ing the operators and owners 
of six Hitachi excavators al-
legedly used for illegal sand 
mining in the Krishna River. 
Sand and excavators worth a 
total of ₹1.58 crore have been 
seized.

According to a complaint 
filed by Senior Geologist 
Veeresh Shantappa of the De-
partment of Mines and Geol-
ogy, illegal sand stor-
age and mining 
were being car-
ried out. Based 
on this, a case 
has been regis-
tered against 
landowner Ha-
numappa Shel-
lagi and six un-
identified owners 
of the Hitachi ma-
chines, and an investi-
gation is underway, officials 
said. Authorities had received 
information about illegal sand 
excavation along the Krishna 
riverbank. Acting on the com-
plaint, a team headed by Sur-
pur Revenue Inspector Basa-
varaj Biradar, Village Ac-
countant  Sharanu,  and 
Veeresh conducted a raid. 
During the raid, the operators 
of the six excavators fled the 
scene. In Surpur taluk’s gov-
ernment gairan land, 4,500 
metric tonnes of illegally 

stocked sand worth ₹38.25 
lakh was found. Additionally, 
3,500 metric tonnes of sand 
worth ₹29.75 lakh was dis-
covered on Hanumanth’s 
land—amounting to a total of 

₹68 lakh worth of ille-
gal sand, officials 

said.
Six Hitachi 

e x c a v a t o r s , 
each valued at 
₹15 lakh, used 
for sand ex-
traction from 

the Krishna Riv-
er,  have been 

seized. Including 
the sand, the total val-

ue of confiscated property 
stands at ₹1.58 crore. Another 
case within two weeks: Earli-
er, a case was registered 
against eight individuals for 
illegally extracting 11,500 
metric tonnes of sand from an 
area along the Krishna river 
licensed to the Hatti Gold 
Mines Company and storing 
it on private land. Sand worth 
₹97.75 lakh was seized. Now, 
yet another major illegal sand 
mining case has emerged 
from the same riverbank.

Surpur 
officials raid 

Krishna 
riverbank, seize 
8,000 tonnes of  

illegal sand worth 
`68 lakh; 
operators 
escape.

Appa Jatra Maidan cleared; 
authorities remove encroachments
KALABURAGI 

 
In a significant move to re-
store public space, the Kala-
buragi City Corporation on 
Tuesday removed multiple 
illegally constructed sheds 
that had encroached upon the 
Sharana Basaveshwara Jatra 
Maidan, a major open ground 
located in the city center. 

The operation aimed to re-
claim the space for commu-
nity and cultural activities 
while ensuring that legal pro-
cedures were strictly fol-
lowed.

The demolition was con-
ducted using three bulldozers 
under the supervision of 
court-appointed bailiffs, en-
suring full compliance with 
judicial directions. To facili-
tate a smooth operation, traf-
fic along the stretch from 
Lallagiri Cross to the Dargah 
adjacent to the Sharana 
Basaveshwara Temple was 
temporarily halted, allowing 
the clearance work to pro-

ceed safely and efficiently.
Law and order were a key 

priority during the operation. 
More than 50 police person-
nel were deployed under the 
guidance of  ACP Sha-
ranbasappa Subedar of the 
Kalaburagi South Division. 
Their presence ensured that 
the encroachment removal 
took place without any dis-
ruptions or untoward inci-
dents. Officials noted that the 
illegal structures had been 
affecting the normal func-
tioning of the maidan, limit-

ing space for local gatherings 
and festival events. With the 
encroachments removed, the 
city has reclaimed an import-
ant public ground, making it 
accessible for cultural, recre-
ational, and community pur-
poses.

The successful operation 
reflects careful coordination 
between the City Corpora-
tion, police authorities, and 
the judiciary, serving as a 
clear message against illegal 
construction in prominent ur-
ban areas.

Wadi groups seek new 
building for dilapidated school
WADI

 
Local organizations have 
formally appealed to Min-
is ter  Pr iyank Kharge, 
through Tahsildar Nagayya 
Hiremath, seeking immedi-
ate funding for the con-
struction of a modern, well-
equipped building for the 
government model school 
in Wadi, a major industrial 
town. The memorandum 
was submitted jointly by 
the Kannada Sahitya Par-
ishat, Karnataka Rakshana 
Vedike (Narayanagowda 
faction), and Namma Kar-
nataka Sena.

The exis t ing school 
building is extremely old 
and in a state of serious dis-
repair. Of the thirteen class-
rooms, many are unusable 
and leak during rainfall. 
Recently,  heavy rains 
caused parts of the roof to 
collapse, damaging school 
furniture. A major accident 
was narrowly avoided be-
cause the school was closed 
for holidays at the time.

The school campus also 
accommodates English, 
Marathi, and Urdu medium 
classes, highlighting its im-

portance as a multi-lingual 
educational hub. The orga-
nizations urged authorities 
to demolish the old struc-
ture entirely and construct 
a three-storey building to 
safely accommodate stu-
dents. They further request-
ed the introduction of col-
lege-level education on the 
same premises to expand 
learning opportunities for 
the local community.

Those present during the 
submission of the memo-
randum included Kannada 
Sahitya Parishat President 
Siddayya Shastrinamdura 
Math, Karnataka Sena Ta-
luk President Sunil Gutte-
dar, Karnataka Rakshana 
Vedike local president Shi-
vakumar Guttedar, and 
prominent  community 
members Chandru Karuni-
ka, Ambarish Malagi, Khe-
maling Belamagi, Ganesh 
Rathod, and Basavaraj Ke-
shavar, among others.

The civic groups stressed 
the urgency of the request, 
citing the safety risks to 
students and the critical 
need for a modern educa-
tional facility to serve the 
town’s growing population.

Adhventha Hospital to hold free 
varicose consultation camp

KALABURAGI
 

Residents of Kalaburagi suf-
fering from varicose veins 
will have the opportunity to 
receive expert care and guid-
ance at a free consultation 
camp scheduled for Decem-
ber 14th, 2025.

The camp is being orga-
nized by Jeevaa Super Spe-
ciality Hospital in collabora-
tion with Adhventha Hospi-
tal, Bangalore, and will be 
conducted under the guid-
ance of renowned consultant 
Dr. Bhaskar M.V..

Participants at the camp 
will receive a free consulta-
tion, a free Doppler scan val-
ued at ₹3,000, and access to 
advanced, painless treatment 
options for varicose veins. 
The event will take place 
from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
at Jeevaa Super Speciality 
Hospital, Kalaburagi.

As the camp will operate 
on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, patients are encour-
aged to arrive early to secure 
their slots.

For further queries or di-
rections to the hospital, inter-
ested individuals can contact 
99646 42023.

This initiative provides an 
excellent chance for resi-
dents to address varicose 
vein issues under profession-
al supervision at no cost, 
combining early detection, 
advanced diagnostics, and 
modern treatment options in 
a single event.

Sufi–Saint 
Conference 
Successful: 

Expression of 
Gratitude

BIDAR
 

The Sufi–Saint Conference held 
on Monday in Basavakalyan 
concluded with remarkable suc-
cess, thanks to the collective sup-
port of various sections of soci-
ety, said Syed Shah Haidar Wali 
Ullah Khadri, Sajjade of Haidar-
wali Dargah and president of the 
event. He extended heartfelt grat-
itude to everyone who played a 
role in making the conference 
smooth and memorable. This in-
cluded political leaders, religious 
scholars, eminent personalities, 
writers, intellectuals, and the po-
lice personnel who ensured effi-
cient security arrangements. He 
also thanked journalists for their 
extensive coverage, as well as all 
individuals and groups who con-
tributed directly or indirectly. 
Special appreciation was offered 
to the thousands of attendees 
whose active participation made 
the event truly impactful.

Farmers protest chickpea 
rates, seek govt support

KALABURAGI
 

A large group of farmers 
in Kalaburagi staged a 
dramatic protest by dump-
ing chickpeas in front of 
the Deputy Commission-
er’s office, demanding a 
fixed price of ₹12,500 per 
quintal for their produce. 

The protest highlighted 
the financial pressures 
faced by farmers and their 
demand for stronger gov-
ernment intervention to 
safeguard their interests.

Organized under the 
banner of the Joint Farm-
ers’ Struggle Committee, 
the protesters called on the 
authorities to provide fi-
nancial assistance to bol-
ster the Chickpea Board. 
They urged the central 
government to offer an in-
centive of ₹1,000 per 
quintal and the state gov-
ernment to provide ₹200 
per quintal, ensuring better 
returns for growers.

In addition to the de-
mands related to chick-
peas, farmers pressed for a 
uniform price for sugar-
cane and the fulfillment of 

several other longstanding 
agricultural grievances. 

By dumping their pro-
duce in front of the DC 
office, they expressed 
thei r  f rus t ra t ion and 
warned that the agitation 
could escalate if the au-
thorities failed to take 
prompt action.

The protest drew hun-
dreds of farmers, includ-
ing a significant number 
of women, reflecting the 
widespread concern over 
current market conditions 
and pricing policies. 

The demonstration was 
peaceful but forceful, 
sending a clear message to 
both the state and central 
governments about the ur-
gency of addressing farm-
ers’ demands.

The farmers’ leaders 
emphasized that the pro-
test was intended to press 
for fair prices and finan-
cial support, rather than 
cause disruption, under-
scoring the need for im-
mediate policy measures 
to ensure the economic 
stability of the region’s ag-
ricultural community.
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Fans perform  
special pooja  

praying for DKS 

JDS and  
Congress clash in 

Channarayapatna

Kolar
In Kolar, supporters of 

Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar offered a 
special pooja at the 

Kolaramma Temple, pray-
ing for him to become the 
next Chief Minister. At the 

temple located in Kote 
area, dozens of followers 
gathered to perform ritu-
als and seek blessings for 
Shivakumar’s elevation. 

After completing the poo-
ja, they held placards and 

chanted slogans in his 
support. Sujith Gowda, 

president of the DK Shi-
vakumar Fans’ Associa-
tion, led the ceremony 

and expressed hope that 
CM Siddaramaiah would 
eventually hand over the 
post to Shivakumar. Dev-
otees also performed tra-
ditional rituals, including 

breaking coconuts, as 
part of the offering. Sup-
porters said they believed 
several public aspirations 

would be fulfilled if  
Shivakumar becomes 

Chief Minister.

Hassan 
Tension erupted in Jogi-

pura village of Chan-
narayapatna taluk when 
leaders and workers of 
the JDS and Congress 

clashed over the inaugu-
ration of a newly con-

structed community hall. 
Shravanabelagola MLA 
C.N. Balakrishna had ar-
rived for the ceremony, 
but Congress workers 
objected to the event 
and blocked his entry. 

The situation escalated 
as some Congress activ-
ists allegedly pulled and 
pushed the MLA while 
trying to prevent him 
from proceeding. Ac-

cording to local reports, 
Congress leaders argued 
that the building was not 
fully completed and de-
manded official docu-
ments confirming its 

readiness before allow-
ing the inauguration. MLA 

Balakrishna attempted 
to calm them, but the 

confrontation intensified. 
Despite the resistance, 
the MLA went ahead 
with the inauguration. 
However, disruptions 
continued during his 

speech, with Congress 
workers repeatedly inter-

rupting the event. As 
Balakrishna was leaving 
the venue, the protesters 

shouted slogans and 
even broke the name-
plate stone in anger.

Prez to attend 1066th jayanti 
of Suttur Shivaratri Shivayogi

President Droupadi Murmu will visit Malavalli on December 17 to inaugurate 
the 1066th Jayanti celebrations of Suttur Shivaratri Shivayogi

MANDYA 

The town of Malavalli in 
Mandya district is preparing 
for the grand 1066th Jayanti 
celebration of Suttur Shi-
varatri Shivayogi, which will 
be inaugurated by President 
Droupadi Murmu on Decem-
ber 17. Ahead of the event, se-
nior officials including Mysuru 
South Zone IGP Boralingaiah 
and District Commissioner Dr. 
Kumar visited various sites to 
review ongoing arrangements 
such as the helipad, stage, and 
public facilities.

At the helipad site near 

Marehalli on the outskirts of 
the town, officials inspected 
the construction of the green 
room, removal of electric 
poles, ground levelling, and 
the route planned for the Pres-
ident’s arrival. They also dis-
cussed the installation of es-

sential amenities. The team 
then visited the travellers’ 
bungalow and taluk hospital, 
instructing the medical staff 
to ensure round-the-clock 
availability and preparedness 
for emergency treatment. DC 
Dr. Sanjay and Taluk Health 
Officer Dr. Veerabhadrapppa 
were directed to make all nec-
essary arrangements.

Since the Jayanti celebra-
tions will run from December 
17 to 22 and will be attended 
by the President, Chief Min-
ister, and several state minis-
ters,  officials reviewed 
crowd-management plans, 

public vehicle parking, ac-
commodation arrangements in 
lodges, choultries, and resorts, 
and the removal of flex ban-
ners to avoid traffic disrup-
tion. Police authorities were 
advised to maintain strict law 
and order and ensure adequate 
security deployment.

At the main event venue, 
authorities examined the stage 
layout, entry gate for dignitar-
ies, parking zones, food distri-
bution areas, and drinking 
water facilities, ensuring that 
all basic infrastructure is in 
place for the smooth conduct 
of the celebration.

K150 cr for road devpt 
in Mandya, Hassan 

and Chamarajanagar
BELAGAVI 

Municipal Administration 
Minister Rahim Khan in-
formed the Legislative Coun-
cil that a total of ₹150.08 
crore has been released since 
2023 for road development 
works in the urban areas of 
M a n d y a ,  H a s s a n  a n d 
Chamarajanagar districts un-
der various schemes, out of 
which ₹142.32 crore has al-
ready been utilised.

Replying to a ques-
tion raised by BJP 
MLC K. Vivekanan-
da, the minister said 
that about 3.3 km of 
roads within the lim-
its of Hassan City 
Corporation were se-
verely damaged due to heavy 
rainfall. An estimate of ₹3.30 
crore has been prepared for 
their repair. The restoration 
work is being taken up using 
available funds under the 15th 
Finance Commission grant, 
the State Finance Commis-
sion (SFC) grant and alloca-
tions from the local urban 
body.

Similarly, in Chamara-
janagar City Municipal Coun-
cil limits, repair work on 13 

km of roads is underway at a 
cost of ₹2.77 crore. These 
funds too are drawn from the 
15th Finance Commission, 
SFC grants and local body re-
sources.

In Mandya City Municipal 
Council limits, repair of 9 km 
of roads is being carried out 
using ₹50 lakh available un-
der local body funds, the min-
ister added.

Rahim Khan emphasised 
that the government is priori-

tising urban road in-
frastructure across 
these districts to en-
sure better connectiv-
ity, smoother traffic 
movement and im-
proved civic ameni-
ties. He noted that 

despite financial constraints, 
the government has allocated 
funds in a phased manner to 
address damages caused by 
heavy rains and long-pending 
road maintenance needs.

He assured the House that 
ongoing works would be 
completed at the earliest and 
that further funds would be 
provided based on require-
ments and proposals submit-
ted by the respective urban 
local bodies.

Minister vKhandre seeks CID probe into land scam
 BELGAVI 

Forest, Ecology and Environ-
ment Minister Eshwar Khandre 
has written to Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah urging a CID in-
vestigation into an alleged plot 
to illegally acquire 532 acres of 
forest and government land us-
ing forged documents. He stat-
ed that those backing the con-
spiracy must be exposed and 
punished.

According to the minister, a 
man named M.B. Nemanna 

Gowda, also known as M.B. 
Manmath, filed a writ petition 
in the High Court claiming 
rights over 482 acres 
of reserved forest land 
at BM Kaval near 
Kengeri, Bengaluru, 
along with additional 
land totalling 532 
acres. Using fabricated 
documents, he report-
edly secured a court 
order directing that the land 
records be transferred to his 
name within three months un-

der provisions of the Inam Ab-
olition Act and an earlier order 
by a special deputy commis-

sioner in Hassan.
Khandre noted that 

despite having 90 days 
to act, the govern-
ment’s additional ad-
vocate, Yoganna, 
failed to inform the 
government or the 
Forest Department 

about the case. Instead, he al-
legedly stated that filing an ap-
peal was unnecessary, indirect-

ly favouring the petitioner—an 
action the minister described as 
suspicious.

The land in question is esti-
mated to be worth nearly 
₹25,000 crore. Khandre said of-
ficials learned of the matter only 
at the last moment, after which 
he convened a meeting and in-
structed them to file an appeal 
immediately. He emphasized 
that Manmath has previously 
attempted to claim government 
property using fake documents, 
and a 2024 order by the then 

Chikkamagaluru Sub-Divisional 
Officer had even recommended 
criminal proceedings against 
him. Though a complaint was 
filed at Chikkamagaluru police 
station on November 28, no FIR 
has been registered yet—anoth-
er point raising concern. Khan-
dre urged the Chief Minister to 
form an SIT or hand the case to 
CID for a comprehensive probe 
and to take strict action against 
any officials who supported the 
land grab attempt, directly or 
indirectly.

CID PROBE SOUGHT

K5 cr project to develop Udupi 
lighthouse beach: H.K. Patil

BELAGAVI 

Tourism Minister H.K. Patil 
announced that the Karnata-
ka Tourism Infrastructure 
Corporation will take up the 
development of Udupi dis-
trict’s Lighthouse 
Beach at an esti-
mated cost of ₹5 
crore. Responding 
to a question raised 
b y  B J P  M L A 
Gurme Suresh Shet-
ty during the As-
sembly Question Hour on 
Tuesday, the minister de-
tailed ongoing and planned 
tourism infrastructure proj-
ects in the Kapu region.

Patil informed the House 
that the construction of a 

connecting bridge and an 
approach road at the end-
point of the Padubidri Na-
dighatta beach road in Kapu 
constituency has already 
been completed at a cost of 
₹75 lakh. For the 2025–26 

financial year, the 
state budget has al-
located ₹86 crore 
for improving ba-
sic facilities at 
tourist destinations 
across Karnataka. 
Based on priority 

assessment, new works 
worth ₹14 crore will be tak-
en up under this allocation, 
he added.

The minister also high-
lighted that the Karnataka 
Tourism Policy 2024–29 

identifies several locations 
in Kapu taluk for develop-
ment as major tourist desti-
nations. These include Kapu 
Beach, Lighthouse Point, 
Padubidri End Point, the 
Blue Flag Beach, Kapu 
Marigudi Temple, Uchila 
Sri Mahalakshmi Temple, 
Udupi Kunjargiri Sri Durga 
Devi Temple, and the Muttu 
Rock islands.

Patil emphasized that the 
state government is com-
mitted to strengthening 
tourism infrastructure to at-
tract more visitors and pro-
mote local economic devel-
opment through enhanced 
connectivity and improved 
amenities at important 
coastal and cultural sites.

Minister Byrathi 
Suresh outlines 

measures to 
protect rivers

BELAGAVI 

Urban Development and 
Town Planning Minister 
Byrathi Suresh informed the 
Legislative Council that all 
housing layouts across Karna-
taka are being developed only 
after ensuring that adequate 
buffer zones are maintained to 
prevent river sources from get-
ting polluted. These buffer 
norms are mandated by the 
Karnataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB), he said.

Responding to a question 
by Council member K. Shiva-
kumar during the Question 
Hour, the minister stated that 
housing layouts spread across 
more than 10 acres must com-
pulsorily include a Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP) as per 

K S P C B 
r e g u l a -
tions. Ac-
cordingly, 
STP sites 
are being 
earmarked 
in all such 

projects, and layout develop-
ment is being carried out 
strictly following pollution 
control guidelines.

Suresh added that residen-
tial sites formed by various 
Urban Development Authori-
ties (UDAs) are allotted to the 
public as per the provisions of 
the Karnataka Urban Devel-
opment Authorities (Allot-
ment of Sites) Rules, 1991. 
These rules ensure transparent 
and regulated distribution of 
sites. He further explained 
that the UDAs are acquiring 
land required for development 
projects through a combina-
tion of land acquisition proce-
dures and farmer participa-
tion. As per the Karnataka 
Urban Development Authori-
ties (Allotment of Sites in 
Lieu of Compensation for 
Land Acquired) Rules, 2009, 
layouts are being developed 
under a widely adopted 50:50 
ratio.

HM promises staff for Moodbidri 
and Mulki police stations

BELAGAVI 

Home Minis ter  Dr.  G. 
Parameshwara on Tuesday 
assured the Legislative As-
sembly that steps are being 
taken to fill vacant PSI and 
police constable posts in 
Moodbidri and Mulki police 
stations in Dakshina Kannada 
district. Responding to a 
question by BJP MLA Uma-
nath Kotian during Question 
Hour, the minister said that 
recruitment for 545 Police 
Sub-Inspectors and 3,500 
constables is already under-
way, and both stations will 
receive adequate officers and 
staff once the process is com-
pleted. The newly appointed 
PSIs are currently undergoing 
training and will be deployed 
within the next three 
months, he added.

Dr. Parameshwara 
noted that some posts 
sanctioned for these 
two stations remain 
v a c a n t .  T h e 
long-standing 

confusion surrounding PSI 
recruitment over the past five 
years has now been resolved, 
enabling the government to 
speed up postings.

Highlighting crime control 
measures in the coastal re-
gion, the minister said a spe-
cial task force has been set up 
and the “One Police for Every 
50 Houses” model has been 
implemented — a first-of-its-
kind initiative in the country. 
Under this system, each des-
ignated police personnel col-
lects data from their assigned 
households and shares it with 
the department, helping sig-
nificantly reduce crime rates.

He pointed out that Mood-
bidri police station registered 
202 cases in 2023 and 224 in 
2024, but the number has 
dropped to 174 in 2025. Simi-
larly, Mulki recorded 120 cas-
es in 2023, 149 in 2024, and 
has seen a decline to 121 cas-
es in 2025. For enhanced 

women’s safety, an “Akka 
Team” has also been 
established, he said.

Smooth implementation of child 
protection schemes: Hebbalkar

BELAGAVI 

Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Lakshmi 
Hebbalkar has assured that 
all obstacles hindering the 
implementation of schemes 
under the Directorate of 
Child Protection will be re-
moved. Chairing a meeting 
with department 
officials at Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha in 
Belagavi, the min-
ister reviewed is-
sues related to the 
effective execution 
of integrated child 
protection programmes and 
listened to the challenges 
with empathy.

CITU president Varal-
akshmi drew the minister’s 
attention to certain short-
comings in the implemen-
tation of child protection 
initiatives and other depart-
mental schemes. Respond-
ing to this, Minister Heb-

balkar instructed officials 
present at the meeting to 
take necessary action to re-
solve the bottlenecks af-
fecting the smooth execu-
t ion of  var ious  pro-
grammes.

She also promised to 
convene a separate meeting 
soon with officials from the 

Finance Depart-
ment to discuss 
and address issues 
related to financial 
constraints that are 
i m p a c t i n g  t h e 
schemes.

Those present at 
the meeting included San-
gamesh Babalashwar, 
Chairperson of the Child 
Development Academy; 
Dr. Shamla Iqbal, Principal 
Secretary of the Women 
and Child Development 
Department; Dr. Sneha, Di-
rector of the Child Direc-
torate; Mahesh Babu, Di-
rector 

‘Temples must become 
centres of social harmony’
CHITRADURGA

Temples should serve as life-
lines for local communities, 
functioning not only as places 
of worship but also as hubs for 
social activities and harmony, 
said Manohar Mathad, State 
Coordinator of the Temple De-
velopment Committee. He was 
addressing a priest training 
camp organised at the Sadguru 
Ashrama in Jogimatti.

Mathad noted that the train-
ing programme goes far be-
yond teaching rituals, man-
tras, and hymns. Its broader 
purpose is to transform tem-
ples into centres that promote 
social unity and community 
well-being. He stressed that 
temples should not remain 
confined to religious practices 
alone but must contribute to 
maintaining harmony within 
villages.

He explained that temples 
should support the needy by 
offering meals, and those with 
sufficient resources should 
help underprivileged children 
with their education. Priests 
are also being encouraged to 
initiate community activities 
such as yoga classes, health 
camps, libraries, and goshalas 
wherever possible.

He suggested that women 
gather at temples once a week 
to form mothers’ groups, dis-
cuss self-reliant living, and 
organise community meals. 
Regular interactions with 
leaders from various social 
groups and informal cultural 
programmes can further 
strengthen community ties.

The district-level camp saw 
participation from 65 priests 
from all taluks, representing 
various castes and traditions. 
Participants ranged from 
those who recite mantras to 
individuals with postgraduate 
degrees. Over the past 18 
months, eight such camps 
have been held across the 
state, training around 550 
priests.

Speakers at the event—in-
cluding entrepreneur Lavaku-
mar and scholar Sri Rajaram 
Shastri—emphasised integri-
ty, compassion, and sincerity 
in priestly duties. They re-
minded priests that clear and 
slow chanting helps devotees 
understand mantras and feel 
more connected.

The camp provided free 
training, along with prayer 
attire, books, pens, tulsi 
malas, and essential pooja 
materials.

MP Prabha Mallikarjun seeks information on unutilised CSR funds
DAVANGERE/DELHI

Davangere MP Dr. Prabha 
Mallikarjun has sought de-
tailed information from the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
(MCA) regarding unutilised 
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) funds in the coun-
try. In her query, she request-

ed specifics on unspent CSR 
amounts for the years 2022, 
2023, and 2024, including an-
nual details of funds trans-
ferred to unutilised CSR ac-
counts, CSR expenditure from 
2020 onwards, government 
projects supported through 
CSR contributions, and mea-
sures taken to ensure equita-

ble distribution of CSR funds 
across states.

In response, the 
Ministry of Corpo-
rate Affairs clarified 
that under the Com-
panies Act, 2013, any 
unspent CSR funds 
from ongoing proj-
ects must be transferred to the 

unutilised CSR account with-
in 30 days and are 
required to be spent 
within the next three 
years. If the funds re-
main unspent even 
after three years, they 
must be transferred to 
the Schedule VII fund 

within 30 days. For CSR 

amounts not linked to ongo-
ing projects, transfer to the 
Schedule VII fund within six 
months is mandatory. The 
Ministry further explained 
that the planning, implemen-
tation, and evaluation of CSR 
projects are the responsibility 
of the CSR Committee of the 
respective company.

State govt 
Allocates K5 lakh 

each for 23 
Kambala festivals
BELAGAVI

Tourism Minister H.K. Patil an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment will provide ₹5 lakh each 
for 23 Kambala (buffalo race) 
festivals approved by the dis-
trict Kambala committees in 
Udupi and Dakshina Kannada 
districts. The announcement 
was made during the Winter 
Session of the Legislative As-
sembly at Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha on Tuesday, in response 
to a question by Congress MLA 
Ashok Kumar Rai. For the 
2025–26 financial year, propos-
als seeking government funding 
for Kambala festivals in Udupi 
and Dakshina Kannada have 
been approved and forwarded 
to the Finance Department for 
release. The minister highlight-
ed that in 2024–25, district au-
thorities had already released a 
total of ₹50 lakh, providing ₹5 
lakh each for Kambala festivals.
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I, SYED AHMED, aged 39 
years, S/o. Farukh Pasha, 

Residing at Gurupura 
Post, Halevaranchi, Hunsur 

Taluk, Mysuru District 
-571189, Karnataka, have 

changed my father’s name 
from FAROOK PASHA 

to FARUKH PASHA, vide 
affidavit dated: 08.12.2025 

before notary VEERESH RAO 
BOBADE, Hunsur.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMAD YAHIYA, 
S/o. Late Mohammed Ali, 

resident of No. 307/1, Good 
Shapherd Convent Road, 
Lashkar Mohalla, Mysuru 

City-560001, have changed 
my father’s name from 
ZUBAIR MOHAMMED 

ALI to LATE MOHAMMED 
ALI, Vide Affidavit Dated: 
09.12.2025 before notary 

MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, SANIYAH W/o Abdul 

Razak Mohammed Kareem, 
resident NO 1326/A 

Sri Laksmi Narasimha 
Nilaya 1st Main 1st Cross 

Prashant Nagar, Bengaluru 
– 560029, Have changed 
my name to SANIYAH 
ABDUL RAZAKH, vide 

affidavit dated: 09.12.2025, 
before Notary MEER 
HASSAN, Bangalore

NAME CHANGE

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

D K Shivakumar calls 
for liberal excise laws
DCM Shivakumar urges liberal excise laws, highlights unofficial 

home delivery of liquor via quick-commerce platforms
BELAGAVI 

 
Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar on Tues-
day highlighted that liquor is 
being delivered “unofficially” 
to homes via quick commerce 
platforms, urging the state 
government to adopt more lib-
eral excise laws. Speaking 
during a debate in the state as-
sembly, Shivakumar noted that 
platforms such as Amazon and 
Swiggy have simplified home 
delivery for essential goods 
like medicines and groceries, 
and questioned why liquor 
could not similarly reach con-
sumers through official chan-
nels. He stressed that while li-
quor is available through in-
formal means, it is not proper-
ly regulated, and the practice 
is widespread in several areas.

Shivakumar also suggested 

legalising unauthorised bars in 
the coastal region, pointing out 
that beer is already being sold 
on beaches despite restrictions. 
He proposed that such opera-
tions be regularised through 
proper licensing. Additionally, 
he called for reforms regarding 
home possession of liquor, 
noting that the current sev-
en-bottle limit is frequently 
violated when visitors bring 

bottles, often resulting in raids 
and cases. JD(S) leader CB 
Suresh Babu raised concerns 
over illegal liquor sales in 
small shops, while BJP leader 
S Suresh Kumar alleged that 
gig workers were delivering 
narcotics via quick commerce 
platforms, warning that youth 
and society were being ad-
versely affected. In response, 
Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara assured that the govern-
ment would take strict action if 
provided with specific infor-
mation.

Shivakumar’s statements re-
flect a push for regulatory re-
form, suggesting regularisation 
of liquor sales, liberalisation of 
excise policies, and oversight 
of informal delivery channels 
to curb illegal activities while 
increasing state revenue and 
consumer access.

Cybercrime cases decline 
in state in 2025: HM

BELAGAVI 
 

Home Minister Dr. G. Paramesh-
wara informed the Legislative 
Assembly on Tuesday that cyber-
crime cases in Karnataka have 
shown a decline in 2025 due to 
stringent measures taken by the 
state government and the police 
department. Responding during 
Question Hour to BJP MLA Ce-
ment Manju, he said that more 
than 52,000 cyber fraud cases 
were reported in the state over the 
past four years, prompting the 
government to introduce amend-
ments to existing laws. However, 
the Indian Gaming Federation has 
challenged these changes, and the 
matter is currently before the Su-
preme Court.

Raising the issue, Cement Man-
ju said that a large number of 
youths are falling prey to online 
gaming frauds. Despite govern-
ment restrictions, the crimes con-
tinue unabated, and arrests remain 
limited. Karnataka, he noted, has 
recorded the highest number of 
such cases, with victims often los-
ing money even before contacting 
the national cyber helpline. He 

urged the government to take 
stronger action.

In his detailed reply, Paramesh-
wara said cybercrime has indeed 
grown rapidly in recent years. In 
2023, Karnataka recorded 22,250 
cases, of which 6,159 were detect-
ed. Fraud worth ₹880 crore oc-
curred that year, and authorities 
managed to recover ₹177 crore.

 In 2024, the number rose to 
28,478 cases, involving a massive 
fraud of ₹2,562 crore, with ₹323 
crore recovered.

 So far in 2025, around 13,000 
cases have been registered, involv-
ing losses of ₹2,038 crore, out of 
which ₹127 crore has been recov-
ered. The minister emphasised that 
despite the high numbers, the over-
all trend for 2025 shows a reduc-
tion in cybercrime incidents due to 
enhanced surveillance and preven-
tive measures.

BJP MLA Sunil Kumar also 
raised concerns about increasing 
cyber betting, remarking that on-
line betting is now even being 
placed on who will become the 
next Chief Minister. He questioned 
what steps the government is tak-
ing to curb such activities.
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Revanth Reddy Calls Sonia Gandhi Fountainhead 
of Telangana’s Success on Her 79th Birthday

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday 
hailed Congress Parliamenta-
ry Party (CPP) leader Sonia 
Gandhi as the fountainhead 
for the success of Telangana, 
emphasising that she remains 
the guiding force behind the 
state’s ambitious long-term 
vision.

Extending his greetings on 
the occasion of her 79th birth-
day, Reddy said Sonia Gand-
hi’s most significant contribu-
tion was granting separate 
statehood to Telangana after 

decades of public struggle. 
She is the fountainhead for 
the success of Telangana and 
continues to serve as an in-
spiring and guiding force for 
achieving all our goals and 
the ambitious vision – Telan-
gana Rising 2047, he said. 
The Chief Minister added that 
he prayed for her continued 
guidance so the government 
may serve the people of Tel-
angana better every day, in 
every way.

Deputy Chief Minister Mal-
lu Bhatti Vikramarka also 
conveyed his wishes, stating 
that Sonia Gandhi breathed 

life into the dreams of four 
and a half crore Telangana 
people. He said the political 
resolve and inspiration she 

provided during the statehood 
movement remain deeply 
etched in the hearts of all Tel-
anganites. With her blessings, 
he added, Telangana is rapidly 
advancing on the path of de-
velopment. We must all strive 
together to achieve a Telanga-
na of social justice, equality, 
and peaceful prosperity, he 
said.

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) 
president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud praised Sonia Gandhi’s 
leadership and unwavering 
values, calling them a guiding 
light for millions. Sharing his 

greetings on X, he wished her 
a year of peace, strength, and 
joy.

IT and Industry Minister 
D. Sridhar Babu also extend-
ed his wishes, describing her 
leadership, resilience, and 
commitment to inclusive 
governance  as  sources  
of inspiration for the Con-
gress family. He wished her 
good health and peace in the 
coming year. Transport Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar of-
fered an emotional tribute, 
highlighting her role in ful-
filling a six-decade-long  
aspiration. 

REVANTH PRAISES SONIA

QUICK READ

Police in J&K’s Doda 
arrest madrasa teacher 

for raping minor

Gujarat’s ‘Gaam No 
Nirdhar, Sahkaare Sakar’ 
campaign gathers steam

TN govt fast-tracks 
welfare schemes, 

appointments

Jammu
Police in Jammu and 

Kashmir’s Doda district 
said on Tuesday that they 
have arrested a madrasa 
teacher for allegedly rap-

ing a minor. A police 
spokesperson said, A ma-
drasa teacher was arrest-
ed for allegedly raping a 

minor in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Doda district. 
The accused, identified 

as Nasir Majeed of 
Challer village, was ar-

rested within three hours 
of receiving the com-

plaint regarding the al-
leged incident at Madrasa 
Dar-ul-Quran in the Gan-
doh area. An FIR has been 
registered under relevant 
sections of the BNS and 

the POCSO Act.

Ahmedabad
Gujarat’s Kheda district is 
witnessing enthusiastic 

community participation 
in its innovative nutrition 
initiative, Gaam No Nird-

har, Sahkaare Sakar, 
launched on November 14 
to combat child malnutri-
tion through collective ac-
tion. Spearheaded by Dis-

trict Collector Amit 
Prakash Yadav and sup-

ported by Amul Dairy, the 
campaign encourages 

dairy farmers to voluntari-
ly donate small quantities 

of milk each day for un-
dernourished children en-

rolled in anganwadis. 
Awareness meetings 

have already been held 
with milk cooperatives in 
Matar, Nadiad, Vaso, Ma-
hemdavad and Kathlal, 
where local MLAs and 

Amul officials have urged 
villagers to strengthen the 

drive.

Chennai
With the Assembly elec-
tion on the horizon, the 

Tamil Nadu government 
has put its administrative 
machinery into overdrive, 
prioritising the rollout of 

flagship welfare schemes 
and the filling of 

long-pending vacancies 
across departments. The 

renewed push covers 
everything from the re-
start of the free laptop 
distribution scheme for 

students to the expansion 
of the Kalaignar Mahalir 

Urimai Thogai assistance 
for women, besides expe-

dited recruitment at the 
grassroots level. Chief 

Minister M. K. Stalin is set 
to formally kick-start the 

fresh phase of free laptop 
distribution to college 

students, officials said.

Amit Shah slams opposition  
linking Vande Mataram to elections
Amit Shah criticised Opposition leaders for politicising the 150-year Vande Mataram 

commemoration, asserting the national song transcends regional boundaries.
NEW DELHI

Home Affairs Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday launched a 
sharp attack on the Opposi-
tion for connecting the Rajya 
Sabha discussion commemo-
rating 150 years of ‘Vande 
Mataram’ to the upcoming 
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, stating firmly that the 
national song belongs to the 
entire nation and not to any 
single state.

Initiating the discussion in 
the Upper House, Shah said, 
This great House has come 
together to reflect on the spir-
it of Vande Mataram, to hon-
our its glory, and to keep it 
eternally alive. Through this 

discussion, especially for our 
country’s children, adoles-
cents, youth and future gener-
ations, they must understand 
Vande Mataram’s contribution 
to our freedom struggle, the 
patriotism embodied in its 
composition, and the spirit of 
dedication to the nation and 

its culture.
He added that such under-

standing would inspire 
younger generations to con-
tribute to building a great  
India.

Responding to criticism 
from some Opposition mem-
bers, Shah noted, Some mem-
bers raised questions in the 
Lok Sabha yesterday, asking 
why there is a need for the 
d i s c u s s i o n  o n  Va n d e 
Mataram. The need for dis-
cussion on Vande Mataram, 
the need for dedication to-
wards Vande Mataram, was 
important back then; it is 
needed now, and it will al-
ways be significant for the 
formation of great India, 

which we have envisioned for 
2047.

Shah also condemned at-
tempts to link the event to the 
upcoming West Bengal elec-
tions, saying, Some people 
think that because elections 
are approaching in Bengal, 
that is why Vande Mataram is 
being discussed; they want to 
diminish the glory of Vande 
Mataram by linking it to the 
Bengal elections. He stressed 
that although composer 
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee 
hailed from Bengal and Anan-
damath, the novel where the 
song first appeared, originated 
there, Vande Mataram’s reach 
expanded far beyond the  
region. 

Special Roll Observers 
Tasked with Detecting 

Deliberate Errors in 
WB Voter List Revision

Five special observers 
will oversee West 
Bengal’s voter list 
revision, targeting 

deliberate data errors 
before crucial Assembly 

elections.

KOLKATA

The five additional special 
roll observers appointed for 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls in West Bengal will fo-
cus primarily on identifying 
deliberate data entry errors 
during the second stage of the 
revision, which begins after 
the publication of the draft 
voters' list on December 16.

According to officials in the 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
office, West Bengal, the ob-
servers have been tasked not 
only with detecting specific 
intentional errors but also 
with identifying individuals 
within the system responsible 
for such lapses. They will 
subsequently recommend dis-
ciplinary action against those 
found culpable.

Sources said that the second 
phase of the SIR will also in-
clude a performance evalua-
tion of Booth-Level Officers 
(BLOs), Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (EROs), and As-
sistant Electoral Registration 
Officers (AEROs), based on 
their effectiveness during the 
first stage of the revision.

The second stage will in-
volve filing of claims and ob-
jections, along with a notice 
phase that includes issuance, 
hearing, verification, and de-
cisions on enumeration forms. 
These activities will be con-
ducted concurrently by EROs. 
Once this phase concludes, 
the third and final stage—
publication of the final elec-

toral roll—will take place on 
February 14. The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) is 
expected to announce the 
dates for the high-stakes West 
Bengal Assembly elections 
shortly thereafter.

Meanwhile, officials re-
ported a major improvement 
in voter roll accuracy. As of 
Monday afternoon, the num-
ber of polling booths identi-
fied as having no deceased 
voters, no duplicate entries, 
and no shifted voters dropped 
dramatically to just two, 
compared to the alarming 
2,208 booths reported on the 
evening of December 1.  
The sharp correction reflects 
intensified scrutiny and cor-
rective measures initiated 
during the revision process. 
Separately, the ECI has de-
cided to withdraw its propos-
al to set up polling booths 
inside large housing com-
plexes with multiple high-
rise towers. 

Maharashtra Assembly adjourns 
amid BJP demands against Munde

BJP legislators clashed with Treasury benches demanding action against 
IAS officer Tukaram Munde, prompting a brief Assembly adjournment.

NAGPUR

The Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly was adjourned for 
ten minutes on Tuesday after 
BJP legislators raised serious 
allegations against senior IAS 
officer Tukaram Munde, trig-
gering heated exchanges be-
tween the Treasury and Oppo-
sition benches.

BJP MLA Krishna Kho-
pade, who initiated the dis-
cussion, alleged that Munde 
had issued cheques worth ₹20 
crore in 2020 without the re-
quired authorisation. He fur-
ther claimed that two support-
ers of the officer had threat-
ened him, warning him 
against speaking out. I have 
filed a police complaint at Sit-
abardi police station and in-
formed the police commis-
sioner, as well as the offices 
of Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis and Speaker Rahul 
Narwekar, Khopade said. He 
added that Munde had been 
transferred 24 times in 20 
years, calling for a detailed 
inquiry into the officer’s  
conduct.

Supporting the allegations, 

BJP legislator Pravin Datke 
told the House that Munde 
had cancelled the leave of a 
woman employee who had 
delivered a baby just five 
days earlier. He also said that 
several of Munde’s decisions 
had been overturned by the 
Urban Development Depart-
ment. There should be a thor-
ough investigation, Datke  
asserted.

Responding to the charges, 
Minister Girish Mahajan in-
formed the Assembly that the 
concerned legislators had al-
ready discussed the matter 
with Chief Minister Fadnavis. 
The Chief Minister has taken 

the issue seriously, and appro-
priate action will follow, he 
said.

Despite the minister’s as-
surance, protests from the 
Treasury benches intensified, 
prompting Deputy Speaker 
Anna Bansode to adjourn the 
proceedings for ten minutes. 
After the House reconvened, 
Khopade and Datke reiterated 
their demand for swift action 
against the IAS officer. The 
issue is expected to continue 
dominating the Assembly’s 
discussions as legislators seek 
clarity on the allegations  
and the government’s next 
steps.

Supreme Court notice to ECI on plea seeking SIR 
instead of ‘Special Revision’ of electoral rolls

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day issued notice to the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) on a writ petition chal-
lenging the poll panel’s deci-
sion to conduct only a Special 
Revision of the electoral rolls 
in Assam, instead of under-
taking a more rigorous Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
ahead of the 2026 Assembly 
elections.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Surya Kant and 
Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
sought the ECI’s response and 
posted the matter for further 
hearing next Tuesday.

The petition, filed by senior 

advocate and former Gauhati 
High Court Bar Association 
President Mrinal Kumar 
Choudhury, argued that As-
sam has been singled out for 
a diluted revision exercise, 
even though the ECI had ear-
lier informed the apex court 
that SIR would be conducted 
pan-India.

Appearing for the petition-
er, senior advocate Vijay Han-
saria termed the ECI’s ap-
proach arbitrary and discrim-
inatory.

Assam has been singled 
out. Nothing is required in 
Assam. No document re-
quired, Hansaria submitted, 
referring to the fact that under 
the Special Revision process, 

electors are not required to 
furnish any proof of citizen-
ship, age or residence, unlike 
in an SIR where electors must 
submit supporting documents 
along with their enumeration 
forms.

The senior counsel relied 
on the Supreme Court’s ob-

servations in multiple judg-
ments, including the Constitu-
tion Bench verdict in In Re: 
Section 6A of the Citizenship 
Act, which recognised large-
scale demographic changes in 
Assam due to infiltration.

He pressed for an immedi-
ate stay on the ongoing revi-
sion process in Assam. How-
ever, the CJI-led bench re-
marked that the ECI might 
have adopted a different ap-
proach for Assam because of 
the special laws applicable in 
the state, the constitution of 
foreigners’ tribunals, etc. 

They might have done it so. 
Might be, said the apex court, 
declining to pass interim or-
ders without hearing the ECI.

Delhi Crime Branch busts 
factory producing counterfeit 
oil filters of top auto brands

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police Crime 
Branch has busted a factory 
allegedly involved in manu-
facturing counterfeit oil filters 
of well-known automotive 
brands, including Bosch, Tata 
and JCB, the Delhi Police 
said on Tuesday. The opera-
tion, led by the ARSC unit of 
the Crime Branch, resulted in 
the recovery of 1,917 dupli-
cate oil filters along with 
dyes, printing equipment and 
branded packaging material.

According to Delhi Police, 
the raid was conducted on 
December 4 in the Anand Par-
bat Industrial Area after a spe-
cific tip-off was received by 
SI Imran Khan about the on-
going manufacture of dupli-
cate auto parts.

A team comprising SIs Im-
ran Khan, Devi Dayal and 
Gurmeet, along with other 
staff, and led by Inspectors 
Mangesh Tyagi and Robin Ty-
agi, carried out the operation 
under the supervision of ACP 
Sanjay Kumar Nagpal.

Police said factory owner 
Manmeet Singh, a resident of 
Delhi, was apprehended from 
the spot. The raid was conduct-
ed in the presence of authorised 
representatives of Tata Motors, 
Bosch Ltd and JCB India.

A total 1917 duplicate Oil 
Filters of Bosch, Tata & JCB 
Brand and 05 Dyes of Tata 
brand, 04 Dyes of JCB brand, 
01 Dye Printing Machine, 
JCB stickers, holograms and 
card boxes were seized from 
the factory, the police said in 
its press note.

In this regard, a case under 
Sections u/s 63/65 Copyright 
Act & 103/104 Trademark 
Act, P.S.Crime Branch, Delhi, 
was registered, and investiga-
tion was taken up according-
ly. Sections 318(4)/336 (3) of 
BNS pertaining to cheating 
and forgery were also added 
in the case, it said.

Police said the investigation 
now focusses on identifying 
the supply chain and other in-
dividuals who may be in-
volved in the illegal manufac-
turing activity.

Vikram Bhatt sent to 
7-day police custody 
in Rs 30 cr fraud case
JAIPUR

Bollywood filmmaker Vikram 
Bhatt and his wife Shwetam-
bari have been remanded to 
seven days of police custody 
by the ACJM court in Udai-
pur in connection with an al-
leged Rs 30 crore fraud case. 
The couple was arrested from 
their Mumbai residence on 
December 7 and brought to 
Udaipur.

The duo was produced in 
court on Tuesday afternoon. 
DSP Chhagan Singh Rajpuro-
hit is leading the investigation.

Upon arrival in Udaipur, 
both attempted to avoid media 
cameras. Vikram Bhatt has al-
ready challenged the case in 
the Jodhpur High Court, where 
the hearing is scheduled.

Earlier, the Udaipur Police 
had arrested co-producer Me-
hboob Ansari and vendor 
Sandeep from Mumbai on No-
vember 16. The court granted 
conditional bail to Sandeep on 
Monday, while rejecting Ansa-
ri’s bail plea. A six-member 
police team led by DSP Rajpu-
rohit reached Mumbai and ar-
rested Vikram and Shwetam-
bari Bhatt from their Juhu flat.

Their security staff initially 
attempted to block the police, 
claiming the couple was not 
home, but both were eventu-
ally taken into custody.

Decomposed body of elderly man 
recovered from locked house

KOLKATA

The horror of the Robinson Street incident has returned in 
Kolkata, with a daughter found sitting in a locked room along-
side her father’s decomposed body. Her mother was also pres-
ent, police said. The incident occurred in Kabsa’s Bosepukur 
area, and locals helped the police recover the body from the 
residence.

The deceased has been identified as 64-year-old Sumit Sen. 
His body has been sent for autopsy, and it is not yet clear 
when or how he died. Preliminary investigations suggest that 
all three family members had long-term mental health issues.

Sumit lived with his wife, Archana Sen, and daughter, Sam-
priti Sen, on the first floor of their Bosepukur home.  
He had worked in a private organisation, and since retirement, 
neighbours often looked after the family, as they rarely  
left the house.

For three days, the family was not seen outside, raising sus-
picion. Relatives contacted Sampriti, who insisted her parents 
were fine, but they did not respond over the phone. When 
neighbours visited, the door was locked from the inside, and 
no one answered repeated knocks.
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Maharashtra MLAs Seek 
Action on Stray Dogs

NAGPUR

Ruling and opposition members of the 
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly on 
Tuesday raised alarm over the increas-
ing stray dog menace in both urban and 
rural areas, calling for urgent and com-
prehensive intervention. Several MLAs 
argued that current measures were in-
sufficient and pressed the government 
to establish Animal Birth Control 
(ABC) centres and shelter homes 
across the state to address the escalat-
ing problem.

Responding to a calling attention 
motion moved by BJP legislator Atul 
Bhatkhalkar and others, Minister of 
State for Urban Development Madhuri 
Misal informed the House that the gov-
ernment had approved the implemen-
tation of the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (Care and Maintenance of 
Case Property Animals) Rules, 2017, 
and the Animal Birth Control (Dogs) 
Rules, 2023. These rules will now be 
enforced across all Municipal Corpo-

rations and the 93 Municipal Councils 
and Nagar Panchayats.

Misal further announced that a 
State-level Animal Birth Control Mon-
itoring Committee (ABCMC) has been 
formed under the chairmanship of the 
Principal Secretary of the Urban De-
velopment Department. The committee 
will supervise and coordinate the im-
plementation of the ABC programme 
throughout the state. A detailed Stan-
dard Operating Procedure (SOP) for 
carrying out the Animal Birth Control 
programme has also been prepared, 
along with guidelines to effectively 
manage stray dog populations. These 
procedures are being implemented in 
coordination with the Animal Hus-
bandry Department and the Animal 
Welfare Board of India (AWBI).

The minister assured the Assembly 
that local self-government bodies — 
including Municipal Corporations, Mu-
nicipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats 
— are making sustained efforts to re-
duce stray dog numbers.

MAHARASHTRA STRAY DOGS
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BSF trooper  

found dead in  
J&K’s Samba

Two drug peddlers 
held in J&K’s 

Baramulla

Do not use ECI’s logo in 
news related to local 
body polls: Maha CEO

Jammu
A Border Security Force 

(BSF) trooper was found 
dead under suspicious cir-
cumstances in J&K’s Sam-
ba district on Tuesday, offi-
cials said. Constable Sukh-

deep Singh, a resident of 
Ferozpur in Punjab, was 

found lying in a canal at Re-
hiyan village. Locals shifted 
him to the district hospital 
in Samba, where doctors 

declared him dead, an offi-
cial said. Preliminary police 
investigation suggests he 

was travelling on a motor-
cycle and may have acci-

dentally fallen into the ca-
nal. Police have initiated in-

quest proceedings to as-
certain the exact cause of 
death, the official added.

Srinagar
The police in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict said on Tuesday that 
it has arrested two drug 
peddlers and recovered 

964 grams of heroin from 
them. A police statement 
said, In a sustained effort 
to combat the menace of 
narcotics, Baramulla Po-

lice arrested two drug 
peddlers and recovered a 

substantial quantity of 
contraband from their 

possession. A police team 
of Baramulla Police, under 

the close supervision of 
Baramulla Senior Super-

intendent of Police (SSP), 
Baramulla Assistant Su-

perintendent of Police 
Headquarter Neha Jain 

(IPS), and Baramulla Po-
lice Station Station House 

Officer Inspector Owais 
Geelani carried out a tar-

geted operation near Gov-
ernment Medical College 
Baramulla Parking Area.

Mumbai
The office of the Mahar-

ashtra Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) S. Chocka-
lingam on Tuesday in-

structed the media not to 
use the Election Commis-
sion of India’s logo in news 
related to local body elec-
tions. The polling for 264 

local bodies during the first 
phase took place on De-

cember 2, while for the re-
maining, it is slated for De-
cember 20. Counting will 
be taken up on December 
21. It has come to notice 

that some media reports 
concerning elections to lo-
cal self-government bod-
ies in the state have used 

symbols related to the 
Election Commission of In-
dia, visuals of its buildings, 

or photographs of the 
Chief Electoral Officer.

Naidu urges NDA leaders to join ‘Atal 
Sandesh–Modi Suparipalana’ Yatra

Chandrababu Naidu called on NDA leaders to participate actively in a 
statewide yatra promoting Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s governance ideals.

Yogi Adityanath warns 
divisive forces, urges 

national unity Gorakhpur

AMRAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
Tuesday urged leaders of the 
ruling National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) to take part 
in the ‘Atal Sandesh–Modi 
Suparipalana’ Yatra, sched-
uled to be held across the 
state from December 11 to 25. 
The initiative aims to spread 
the message of good gover-
nance advocated by former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee as part of his birth 
centenary celebrations.

Addressing NDA minis-
ters, MPs, MLAs and MLCs 
during a teleconference, 
Naidu appealed to the leader-

ship of the Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP), Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) and Jana Sena 
to ensure the programme’s 
success through active in-
volvement. He also congrat-
u l a t e d  t h e  B J P s t a t e  

executive for its decision to 
organise the yatra statewide, 
noting that such efforts 
would inspire the youth  
by highlighting Vajpayee’s 
legacy.

Describing Vajpayee as a 
political Bhishma, the Chief 
Minister said it was a matter 
of pride to hold the event 
during the centenary year of 
the late leader. He emphasised 
that Vajpayee laid a strong 
foundation for good gover-
nance in India, implementing 
policies that sowed the seeds 
of long-term national devel-
opment. Mr Vajpayee was a 
leader with no enemies and 
provided leadership that every 
Indian is proud of, Naidu re-

marked.
He further highlighted Va-

jpayee’s remarkable journey 
from humble beginnings to 
becoming one of India’s most 
respected statesmen. Vajpayee 
was elected to the Lok Sabha 
nine times and to the Rajya 
Sabha twice, reflecting his 
stature and popularity, Naidu 
noted.

Recalling important mile-
stones in Vajpayee’s life, 
Naidu mentioned his partici-
pation in the Quit India move-
ment at the age of 18, the 
Pokhran-II nuclear tests con-
ducted in 1998 to showcase 
India’s strength, and his deci-
sive leadership during the 
Kargil War.

Yogi Adityanath 
cautioned against 

divisive forces and urged 
citizens to embrace 
national unity while 

honouring India’s military 
legacy.

GORAKHPUR

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday 
warned against forces at-
tempting to divide society and 
the nation along caste, region-
al or linguistic lines, saying 
such elements were commit-
ting sins akin to those of Jaic-
hand and Mir Jafar. He assert-
ed that individuals motivated 
by narrow interests were 
working to weaken the coun-
try and prioritising personal 
gain over national welfare.

There are people who want 
to break the country — some 
in the name of caste, some in 
the name of region, and some 
in the name of language, he 
said. He added that when 
such elements come to pow-
er, they think only of them-
selves and their families, ac-
quiring properties, hotels and 
even islands abroad while 
pushing the nation toward 
poverty. CM Yogi stressed 
that true national progress is 
possible only when unity pre-
vails and discrimination is 
eliminated.

The Chief Minister made 
these remarks while serving 
as the chief guest at the inau-
guration of a newly construct-
ed auditorium at Sainik 
School Gorakhpur. The facil-
ity, which can accommodate 
more than 1,000 people, has 

been named after India’s first 
Chief of Defence Staff, Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat. During the 
event, Yogi Adityanath un-
veiled a statue of General 
Rawat, installed by the GBR 
Memorial Foundation of India 
on his fourth death anniversa-
ry, and released a booklet de-
tailing his exceptional life and 
service.

Reflecting on General 
Rawat’s enduring contribution 
to national security, the Chief 
Minister highlighted the con-
temporary challenges India 
faces and urged citizens to 
embrace the five pledges ar-
ticulated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to build a 
Viksit Bharat (Developed In-
dia). He described these 
pledges as eternal life mantras 
essential for shaping India’s 
future.

Referring to the Amrit Ma-
hotsav of independence, he 
recalled the Prime Minister’s 
appeal to develop a clear 
roadmap for India’s growth 
by 2047, the centenary of  
independence. 

INDIA Bloc Moves to Impeach Madras HC Judge 
Over Controversial Karthigai Deepam Order

Opposition parties initiated impeachment steps against Justice Swaminathan after his order 
permitting Karthigai Deepam lighting sparked major controversy.

CHENNAI

The INDIA bloc has formally 
begun the process of moving 
an impeachment motion 
against Madras High Court 
judge G. R. Swaminathan, 
following his controversial 
directive allowing the lighting 
of the Karthigai Deepam lamp 
atop a stone pillar at the dis-
puted Thiruparankundram 
Hill in Tamil Nadu. A memo-
randum seeking his removal 
has already been submitted to 
the Lok Sabha Speaker, sig-
nalling a major escalation in 

the political and legal dispute.
Justice Swaminathan’s or-

der, which permitted the tra-
ditional lighting of the Karthi-
gai Deepam during the festi-
val, ignited protests and sig-
nificantly heightened tensions 
in and around Madurai. Police 
subsequently restricted public 
access to the hill area, citing 
law and order concerns, fur-
ther intensifying public outcry 
and political criticism.

The matter continues to be 
under legal scrutiny, even as 
opposition parties sharpen 
their stance. Leaders from 

the Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (DMK), the Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI), and 
other INDIA alliance constit-
uents have held multiple 
rounds of internal consulta-
tions to assess the implica-
tions of the judge’s directive 
on communal harmony and 
public order.

The issue was brought to 
Parliament, where several op-
position MPs accused Justice 
Swaminathan of judicial over-
reach in a matter they argued 
was highly sensitive and ca-
pable of provoking unrest. 

They claimed that the order 
interfered with administrative 
decisions aimed at maintain-
ing peace in the area.

A senior Tamil Nadu MP 
confirmed that the INDIA 
bloc is preparing to introduce 
a formal impeachment mo-
tion in Parliament. Under 
constitutional provisions, the 
removal of a High Court 
judge requires the signatures 
of at least 100 Lok Sabha 
members and 50 Rajya Sabha 
members before the motion 
can be admitted for further 
consideration.

India, Nepal DGMOs validate SURYAKIRAN-
XIX, cement military brotherhood

PITHORAGARH 

The Directors General 
of Military Operations 
(DGMOs) of the Indian 
Army, Lt Gen Manish 
Luthra and Nepal Army, 
Maj Gen Anup Jung 
Thapa jointly witnessed 
and validated the two-
day Battalion-level Val-
idation Exercise con-
ducted as part of Exer-
cise SURYAKIRAN–
XIX, marking the cul-
mination of an intensive 
combined training cycle 
at the Foreign Training 
Node, Pithoragarh, de-
fence officials said on 
Tuesday. The validation 
exercise successfully 
demonstrated joint Tac-
tics, Techniques and 
Procedures (TTPs) for 
Counter-Terrorism op-
erations mandated un-
der Chapter VII of the 
UN Charter. According 
to the defence officials, 
the drills integrated a 

range of niche technol-
ogies including ISR and 
precision-targeting 
drones, advanced day/
night weapon sights, 
AI-enabled surveillance 
feeds, unmanned opera-
tional and logistics plat-
forms and secure battle-
field communication 
systems.The exercise 
highlighted seamless 
interoperability, syn-
chronised mission plan-
ning and coordinated 
execution of combined 
tactical operations in a 
CT environment at Bat-
talion, Company and 
small-team levels.

Troops rehearsed In-
telligence-based surgi-
cal operations across 
complex terrains, in-
cluding the employment 
of aerial insertion 
modes to enhance rap-
id-response capability, 
officials said.

Recognising the im-
portance of shared secu-

rity and humanitarian 
preparedness in the stra-
tegic Himalayan region, 
both DGMOs lauded 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  f o r 
strengthening opera-
tional synergy, deepen-
ing mutual trust and re-
i n f o r c i n g  t h e 
long-standing military 
brotherhood between the 
two Armies.

As a symbol of this 
enduring partnership, 
the DGMOs jointly 
planted a Tree of Friend-
ship, reaffirming the 
timeless bonds and stra-
tegic cooperation be-
tween India and Nepal. 
It is pertinent to note 
here that the 19th edition 
of Joint Military ma-
noeuvres 'Exercise 
SURYAKIRAN XIX - 
2025' commenced on 
November 25 at Pithor-
agarh, Uttarakhand. The 
exercise was being con-
ducted from November 
25 to December 8, 2025.

NADDA TO LAY STONE FOR BJP OFFICE
SHIMLA

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) national President 
and Union Minister for 
Health and Family Wel-
fare Jagat Prakash Nadda 
will arrive in the Himach-
al Pradesh capital on Fri-
day and will lay the foun-
dation stone for the par-
ty's state-level office here 
the next day. This is his 

first visit to the state after 
the historic and landslide 
victory of the BJP and the 
NDA in Bihar.

State party chief Rajeev 
Bindal said there is im-
mense enthusiasm among 
the workers and the public 
across the state over the 
party chief's visit.

He said the arrival of 
such a popular and hard-
working leader in Him-

achal Pradesh, whose able 
leadership led the NDA to 
a historic victory in Bihar, 
is a matter of pride and 
joy for all of them.

The people of Himachal 
Pradesh are eagerly await-
ing the arrival of this be-
loved leader.

He announced that a 
grand felicitation ceremo-
ny will be held on Satur-
day at the historical Peter-

hof complex, located in 
the heart of the city, where 
thousands of workers and 
residents will warmly wel-
come him.

Bindal also informed 
that on Saturday, Union 
Minister Nadda will lay 
the foundation stone and 
perform the 'bhoomi pujan' 
(groundbreaking ceremo-
ny) of the BJP's proposed 
state-level office here.

City Highlights 
&
Udayakala
Bangalore Edition
10-12-2025 - Wednesday
(Kindly translate into Kannada then Publish)

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property/
ies mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank of India 
being the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is”  basis on 24.12.2025, for recovery of below 
mentioned amount with future interest and costs due to the State Bank of India, SME GANAPATHY (61798), COIMBATORE from the borrower/s and 
guarantor/s as below mentioned.

STATE BANK OF INDIA
SME GANAPATHY (61798), COIMBATORE
41, Shristi Mahal, 8th Street, Tatabad, 
Coimbatore - 641 012 , Phone : 0422 -4348846, 
Email : sbi.61798@sbi.co.in

The Authorised Officer’s Details:
Mr.Ramabalasubramanian.G
Mobile No.95976 76677
Contact Person :  Venkatesh R                                            
Mobile No: 98408 87013

Name & Address of the Borrower & Co-Borrower : M/s Sai Skand Enterprises Private Limited, Door no 273, 2nd Floor, Monalisa, 6th Main 100 
Feet Road, Defence Colony, HAL II Stage, Bengaluru, Bengaluru Urban, Karnataka, 560038, Guarantor : 1.Mrs. Chellammal.R, D/o.Mr Ramasamy,  
No 90/10,No.90/11, D1, VIP Thamarai Nagar, Gandhiji Street 2, Kollampalayam, Erode-638002, 2.Mr.Madhavan Vaiyapuri, S/o.Vaiyapuri, No.90/10, 
No.90/11, D1, VIP Thamarai Nagar, Gandhiji Street 2, Kollampalayam, Erode-638002, 3.Mr.Vijai Babu Madhavan, No.504, First Floor, 3rd Cross, 
9th Main,Indira Nagar, HAL 2nd Stage, Bengaluru- 560008, Corporate Guarantee : 4.M/s.Sundance Estates Private Limited, Old No.H-60, New 
No.H-84, Ground Floor, Periyar Nagar, Erode-638001,
Amount outstanding as on 09.12.2025 : Rs.4,84,31,153/- (Rupees Four Crores Eighty Four Lakhs Thirty One Thousand One Hundred and Fifty 
Three Only)  plus further interest, costs and charges thereon.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Property belonging to Mr.Madhavan Vaiyapuri, S/o.Vaiyapuri (Document no.10623/2023 dated 31.07.2023- All that part and parcel of the property 
in Tirupur  Registration District, Avinashi Sub-Registration District, Avinashi  Taluk, in Perumanallur Village, the landed properties in SF.No: 304  
assessed at Rs. 5.21 measuring an extent of 3.08 acres under Patta No: 1382, the landed property sub divided as SF.No:304/1 in this P.Hec. 0.72 assessed at  
Rs.3.00 an extent  of  1.78  acres of  land, in this on the  Southern part  an extent  of  0.40  acres  of  land  is  situated  within the  following boundaries: 
North of -Lands in SF. No: 300 / B, East of -South North Road in SF. No: 318, South of -Property belonged to N.Karupathal & V.Gomathi in SF. No: 
304/1, West of -Property belonged to R. Easwaramoorthi in SF.No: 304/2 part. Admeasuring an extent of P.Ac. 0.40 acres of land and its deposit and 
all usual and common rights in pathway and all appurtenances as per the parental documents and other mamool roads to reach the property. The 
said property is situated in SF. No: 304/1B at Perumanallur Village within the limits of Perumanallur Village Panchayat.
Latitude, Longitude : 11.220037, 77.358521

Reserve Price : Rs.3,24,00,000/-          EMD Amount : Rs.32,40,000/-          Bid Multiplier : Rs.25,000/-

Pre-bid EMD being the 10% of Reserve Price to be transferred by interested bidders in the global EMD wallet of https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/home 
by means of funds.  Interested bidder may deposit pre-bid EMD with PSB Alliance Baanknet before the close of e-auction.  Credit of pre-bid EMD 
shall be given to the bidder only after receipt of payment in PSB Alliance Baanknet Bank Account and updation of such information in the e-auction 
website.  This may take some time as per banking process and hence bidders, in their own interest are advised to submit the pre-bid EMD amount 
well in advance to avoid any last minute problem.
The auction will be conducted online only, through the web portal https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/home. The bidder registration should be 
completed by bidder well in advance, before e-auction date as the process takes minimum of two to three working days.
For detailed terms and conditions of the E-auction sale, steps to be followed by the bidder for registering with e-auction portal and for E-Auction 
tender document containing online e-auction bid form, Declaration etc, please refer to the link provided in https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/home 

Authorised Officer 
State Bank of India

Place  :  Coimbatore
Date  : 09.12.2025

DETAILS OF E-AUCTION SALE :
Encumbrances known to the Bank if any: Nil.  However, the bidders are requested to make their own enquiry.

Date and time of e- Auction : 24.12.2025  (Wednesday)  11.00 A.M. to 4.00 PM
(with unlimited extension of 10 minutes if bidding continues till sale is concluded) 

Inspection of properties : 23.12.2025 (Tuesday) between 11.00 a.m to 4.00 p.m

Last Date for Submission of Proof of EMD : Interested bidder may deposit Pre-Bid EMD with 
https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/home before the close of e-Auction

EMD shall be deposited through NEFT to credit of PSB Alliance Baanknet E-WALLET (Refer Point No.13-b in terms & 
conditions uploaded in the website)
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Failed military coup 
rocks Benin, leader 

flees

India, Canada restart 
intelligence sharing 

and cooperation

Over 1,500 Afghans 
forcibly returned from 

neighbors

COTONOU
A short-lived military 

coup shook Benin early 
Monday, leaving casual-
ties before government 
forces regained control. 
Around 5 a.m., soldiers 
calling themselves the 

Committee for Refounda-
tion seized the national 

TV station, claiming to re-
move President Patrice 

Talon. The uprising, led by 
Lt. Col. Pascal Tigri, was 

quickly crushed with help 
from Nigerian and Ivorian 

forces. Several arrests 
were made, hostages re-

leased, and armored vehi-
cles disabled. Calm re-
turned to Cotonou by 

Monday afternoon. 

OTTAWA 
India and Canada have 

resumed intelligence 
sharing and security co-
operation after tensions 
over past allegations in-
volving Indian agents. In-

dian National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and 
his Canadian counter-
part Nathalie Drouin 

have established direct 
communication chan-

nels to rebuild trust. The 
two countries are en-
hancing law enforce-
ment dialogue, with 

agencies like India’s NIA 
and Canada’s RCMP 

holding ongoing virtual 
discussions on gangs, 

terrorism, and weapons 
movement. Officials said 

the focus is on safer 
streets in Canada and 
stronger collaboration.

KABUL 
Over 1,500 Afghan refu-
gees were forcibly sent 
back from Pakistan and 

Iran, officials said on 
Tuesday. The High Com-
mission for Addressing 

Migrants’ Issues reported 
that 320 families, total-

ing 1,579 people, re-
turned through border 

points in Helmand, Nim-
roz, Kandahar, Nangar-

har, and Herat. Of these, 
521 families were escort-
ed to their home areas, 
while 306 received hu-
manitarian aid, and 397 

SIM cards were distribut-
ed. UNHCR data shows 
Pakistan arrested over 
100,000 Afghans this 

year, a record rise.  
Humanitarian groups 

urged that returns be vol-
untary, warning of hous-

ing and employment 
challenges for families at 

the border.

Freed Nigerian students return amid ongoing captivity
MINNA

 
A group of 100 schoolchildren 
abducted last month from St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Pa-
piri, Niger State, were re-
leased over the weekend and 
welcomed at a government 
ceremony on late Monday. 
Many of the children appeared 
relieved but visibly shaken af-
ter weeks in captivity.

At least 303 students, along 
with 12 teachers, were seized 
when gunmen attacked the 
school on November 21. Fifty 
children escaped shortly after 
the abduction, but at least 150 

students and the teachers re-
main in captivity. Details sur-
rounding the release of the 
100 children have not been 
made public, and authorities 
did not confirm whether any 
ransom was paid.

The freed children arrived 
in buses escorted by military 
trucks and were received at 
the Niger Government House 
in Minna by officials, who 
hugged and posed for photos 
with them. Most of the stu-
dents, aged between 10 and 
17, wore casual clothing, in-
cluding soccer jerseys and 
slippers, and were reportedly 

held in Abuja prior to their re-
lease. Niger State Governor 
Mohammed Bago said health 
experts would examine the 
children before reuniting them 
with their families. “We hope 

to recover the remaining stu-
dents who are still in captivi-
ty,” he said, urging continued 
prayers for their safe return.

President Bola Tinubu 
praised security agencies for 

their work, promising that all 
abducted students and other 
kidnapped Nigerians would be 
rescued.  No group has 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack, but local armed gangs 
targeting schools and travelers 
for ransom are suspected.

The incident follows a spate 
of mass abductions across 
northern Nigeria, including 
recent attacks in Kebbi and 
Kwara states. Parents and au-
thorities continue to hope for 
the safe return of all missing 
children as the country grap-
ples with its ongoing security 
crisis.

TRAUMA MEETS RELIEF

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Deadly Jakarta fire claims 
twenty lives, authorities say

Firefighters 
continue 

searching for trapped 
victims, focusing on 

cooling the building amid 
intense heat, thick 

smoke, and recovery 
efforts

 
At least 20 people were killed 
Tuesday afternoon in a fire 
that engulfed a seven-storey 
office building in central Ja-
karta, police reported. The 
blaze began when a battery 
on the first floor exploded, 
rapidly spreading flames and 
smoke to upper levels.

Central Jakarta police 
chief Susatyo Purno-
mo Condro told 
reporters that of 
the victims, five 
were men and 
15 were wom-
en, including a 
pregnant wom-
an. Most of the 
d e c e a s e d  a p -
peared to have died 
from asphyxiation 
rather than burns. Their 
bodies were taken to a police 
hospital for autopsy.

Firefighters are still search-
ing the building for any addi-

t i o n a l 
v i c t i m s 
who may 

be trapped. 
Condro said 

crews were fo-
cused on cooling 

the structure, as intense 
heat and thick smoke persist-
ed across several floors. Au-
thorities are also working to 

identify the vic-
tims recovered 
so far.

Deadly fires are unfortu-
nately not uncommon in Indo-
nesia. In 2023, an explosion 
at a nickel-processing plant in 
eastern Indonesia killed 12 
people and injured 39 others. 
Fire safety challenges, com-
bined with rapid urban 

growth, have made high-rise 
fires a recurring risk in the 
capital.

Officials have urged the 
public to remain cautious and 
have vowed a thorough inves-
tigation into the cause and 
circumstances of the fire. 
Emergency responders con-
tinue to assess the building 

for structural safety before 
resuming full operations.

The Jakarta community 
has expressed grief over the 
tragic incident, with author-
ities promising to support 
the victims’ families and pre-
vent similar accidents in the 
future.
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Cambodia-Thailand 
border clashes 
leave six dead

PHNOM PENH
 

The civilian death toll in the 
ongoing Cambodia-Thailand 
border conflict has risen to 
six, after two more Cambodi-
an civilians were killed early 
Tuesday, the Cambodian De-
fence Ministry confirmed. 
The ministry said Thai forces 
continued to fire on Cambodi-
an positions and civilians 
along national roads, causing 
the latest casualties.

Since early Tuesday, Thai 
troops have targeted Cambo-
dia’s Preah Vihear, Oddar 
Meanchey, and Pursat prov-
inces. The renewed violence 
comes less than two months 
after the two countries signed 
a joint peace declaration. 
Both sides have blamed each 
other for starting the clashes, 
which include artillery fire, 
air strikes, and small arms 
fire, forcing local residents to 
evacuate affected areas.

On Monday, the Thai Army 
reported deploying fighter jets 
after attacks from Cambodian 
forces left two Thai soldiers 
dead and four wounded. 
Meanwhile, Cambodia said its 
forces did not return fire and 
were attacked repeatedly, in-
cluding at Tamoan Thom tem-
ple, 5 Makara, and Chomka 
Chek areas in Preah Vihear 
province. Cambodian officials 
said Thai troops had carried 
out provocative actions over 
several days, including an in-

cident in Prorlean Thmar on 
Sunday.

Thai Air Force spokesper-
son Jackkrit Thammavichai 
stated that air operations were 
launched to reduce Cambo-
dia’s military capacity and 
protect civilians. Cambodian 
Defence Ministry spokesper-
son Lt. Gen. Maly Socheata 
said her country continues to 
monitor the situation carefully 
and respects previous agree-
ments while seeking peaceful 
resolutions under internation-
al law.

Cambodia has informed the 
ASEAN Observer Team about 
the incidents and plans to re-
quest an investigation. Both 
nations remain on high alert 
as the conflict continues to 
escalate along the contested 
border, raising fears of further 
casualties.

The tense standoff under-
scores ongoing border dis-
putes in the region and the 
challenge of maintaining 
peace despite recent diplo-
matic efforts. 

Thai Air Force launched 
operations to reduce 
Cambodia’s military 
capacity and protect 

civilians, while Cambodia 
monitors the situation, 
respecting agreements 
and pursuing peaceful 

resolutions under 
international law.

Hemachandra highlighted India’s support for Sri Lanka, providing emergency 
supplies, technical aid, rescue teams, and relief for flood-hit communities

India’s aid strengthens SL recovery
COLOMBO

 
Sri Lanka has expressed heartfelt thanks to In-
dia for sending swift and much-needed help as 
the country continues to cope with the destruc-
tion left by Cyclone Ditwah. The Indian Naval 
Ship Gharial reached Trincomalee carrying 
700 tonnes of food, clothes, and other essential 
supplies from Tamil Nadu. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Arun Hemachandra received the car-
go and praised India’s timely support under 
Operation Sagar Bandhu.

Hemachandra said India’s government, 
military, and people have stood firmly 
with Sri Lanka throughout this diffi-
cult period. He noted that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s guidance 
had ensured not only emergency 
supplies but also technical help, res-
cue teams, and disaster experts. In-
dia’s High Commission in Colombo 
added that the shipment would bring 
direct relief to communities facing 
severe shortages after days of 
flooding and landslides.

Operation Sagar Bandhu 

began on November 28, soon after the cyclone 
hit. Cyclone Ditwah has caused widespread 
damage across the island, triggering massive 
floods, landslides, and heavy loss of life. Ac-
cording to the Disaster Management Centre, 
627 people have died and 190 remain missing. 
More than 21 lakh people have been affected, 
while over 7 lakh families are still struggling 
to rebuild their lives after losing homes, farms, 
and belongings.

Many religious sites have also been dam-
aged. Officials reported that more than 760 

Buddhist temples, Hindu Kovils, church-
es, and mosques have been either partly 
or completely destroyed.

India’s support continues on several 
fronts. The Indian Army’s Engineering 
Task Force is repairing key roads and 
building a Bailey bridge in Kilinoch-
chi, using parts flown in by the Indian 

Air Force. India has also set up a 
field hospital near Kandy, of-

fering surgeries, trauma 
care, and urgent medical 

treatment to affected 
families. 

United Nation urges protection 
of civilians amid Congo conflict
KINSHASA

 
The United Nations has called 
on all parties in the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) to respect international 
humanitarian law and protect 
civilians amid escalating vio-
lence in the country’s eastern 
regions. Bruno Lemarquis, the 
UN humanitarian coordinator 
in the DRC, warned that the 
use of explosive weapons in 
populated areas and attacks on 
schools and other civilian in-
frastructure must stop immedi-
ately.

President Felix Tshisekedi 
said Monday that rebels from 
the March 23 Movement 
(M23) launched an offensive 
against the Armed Forces of 
the DRC in South Kivu Prov-
ince. Recent clashes have oc-
curred in territories including 
Uvira, Walungu, Mwenga, 
Shabunda, Kabare, Fizi, and 
Kalehe, involving heavy 
weaponry and shelling in 
densely populated areas.

The escalating violence has 
claimed at least 74 lives and 
displaced over 200,000 people 
since December 2, according 
to UN statistics. South Kivu 
already hosted 1.2 million in-
ternally displaced persons be-
fore the latest fighting. Securi-
ty conditions in eastern DRC 
have worsened sharply since 
January, with the M23 intensi-
fying attacks in North and 
South Kivu, causing many ci-
vilian casualties and wide-
spread displacement.

The UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA) reported that 

food security in the region is 
rapidly deteriorating. Road 
blockages have sharply in-
creased the prices of basic sta-
ples, with sugar costs rising 
sixfold and cassava flour more 
than tripling since January. 
Burundi’s National Office for 
the Protection of Refugees and 
Stateless Persons urged imme-
diate support in food, health, 
water, sanitation, and hygiene.

OCHA emphasized the need 
for all parties to uphold their 
obligations under international 
law and allow safe humanitar-
ian access to deliver life- 
saving aid.

Strong quake shakes Japan; 
fears of bigger tremor

TOKYO
 

At least 30 people were in-
jured  af ter  a  s t rong 
7.5-magnitude earthquake 
struck off the eastern coast 
of Japan late Monday 
night, sending tsunami 
waves up to 70 centimetres 
high along parts of the Pa-
cific coast. Officials said 
the quake hit at 11:15 p.m. 
near Aomori Prefecture at 
a depth of 54 kilometres, 
shaking large areas and 
prompting urgent warn-
ings. Japan’s Meteorologi-
cal Agency cautioned that 
another quake of equal or 
stronger magnitude could 
hit the same region in the 
coming days. The agency 
noted that the quake oc-
curred along the trench 
near Hokkaido and north-
eastern Japan, an area 

known for powerful seis-
mic activity as the Pacific 
Plate moves under the 
main island of Honshu. 
The initial estimate of 7.6 
magnitude was later re-
vised to 7.5, and authorities 
briefly warned of possible 
tsunami waves up to 3 me-
tres. Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi urged residents to 
stay alert and closely fol-
low updates from local of-
ficials throughout the 
week. She advised people 
to secure furniture and pre-
pare for the possibility of 
more strong shaking. The 
highest tsunami wave re-
corded was 70 centimetres 
in Iwate Prefecture, and the 
warning was reduced to an 
advisory about three and a 
half hours later before be-
ing fully lifted at 6:20 a.m. 
Tuesday.

Kim Jong-
un offers 

condolences 
to Putin’s loss
SEOUL 

 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un has sent a message of con-
dolence to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin following the 
death of Russian Ambassador 
Aleksandr Matsegora in Pyong-
yang, state media reported 
Tuesday. Matsegora passed 
away on December 6 at the age 
of 70, though the cause of death 
has not been disclosed. In his 
message, Kim expressed “deep 
condolences” to Putin, the Rus-
sian leadership, and the late 
ambassador’s family. He de-
scribed Matsegora as a “close 
friend and comrade of the 
DPRK people” who devoted 
over 30 years to strengthening 
North Korea-Russia relations. 
Kim noted that the ambassa-
dor’s efforts helped transform 
bilateral ties into a “firm alli-
ance,” calling his sudden death 
a “heartbreaking event and a 
great loss” at a crucial time for 
relations between the two na-
tions. Russia’s foreign ministry 
confirmed Matsegora’s death 
on Saturday. He first joined the 
Russian Embassy in Pyongyang 
in 1999 and became Russia’s 
top envoy to North Korea in 
2015. In recent years, he played 
a key role in coordinating coop-
eration between Pyongyang and 
Moscow.
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Centre Hands Over 95.54 Lakh Houses Under 
PMAY Schemes, Minister Tells Parliament

NEW DELHI

The Centre has handed over 
95.54 lakh houses to benefi-
ciaries under the two schemes 
of the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (PMAY), Minister of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Manohar Lal told Parliament 
on Tuesday.

Responding to supplemen-
taries in the Rajya Sabha 
during Question Hour, the 
minister cited a 2020 nation-
wide slum survey, which re-
vealed that 6.5 crore people, 
representing 1.39 crore house-
holds, were living in slums 
across India. He clarified that 

land and colonisation fall un-
der State jurisdiction; there-
fore, policies and programmes 
for slum rehabilitation rest 
with individual States and 
Union Territories. As a result, 
the Ministry does not main-
tain centralised data on slum 
rehabilitation or relocation.

In the National Capital Ter-
ritory of Delhi (NCTD), slum 
rehabilitation and demolitions 
are undertaken by land-own-
ing agencies such as the Delhi 
Development Authori ty 
(DDA) and the Delhi Urban 
Shelter Improvement Board 
(DUSIB) under relevant laws. 
Detailing DDA’s rehabilita-

tion efforts, the minister stat-
ed that as part of its Slum Re-
habilitation Programme, the 
authority conducted demoli-
tions only after ensuring prop-
er rehabilitation of eligible 

households. Out of 5,158 
households, 3,414 were as-
sessed as eligible for alterna-
tive accommodation under 
DUSIB policy.

These eligible families have 
been provided housing 
equipped with modern facili-
ties. The minister added that 
implementing agencies under-
take rehabilitation projects 
based on their respective land 
management guidelines and 
the slum rehabilitation frame-
works of States and UTs.

During rehabilitation and 
reset t lement  processes , 
land-owning and implement-
ing agencies—as well as af-

fected families—may seek 
assistance under PMAY-Ur-
ban (PMAY-U) and PMAY-U 
2.0, provided they meet eligi-
bility criteria. The Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
has been supporting States 
and UTs by offering central 
assistance under PMAY-U 
since June 25, 2015, for con-
structing homes for eligible 
urban families, including 
slum dwellers.

Highlighting new reforms, 
Manohar Lal said the govern-
ment has revamped its urban 
housing mission, launching 
PMAY-U 2.0 ‘Housing for 
All’ on September 1, 2024. 

PMAY HOUSES DELIVERED

QUICK READ
Reinvigorating India’s 

ghost shopping centres 
can unlock Rs 357 crore

Production of heavy 
engineering equipment 
cross Rs 5.69 lakh crore

Adani Group to invest 
over $75 bn in energy 

transition space

New Delhi
Nearly one-fifth of India’s 

operational shopping 
centres fall into the cate-
gory of ‘ghost malls’ and 

reinvigorating just 15 such 
centres with 4.8 million 

square feet space can un-
lock Rs 357 crore in annu-
al rentals, a report said on 

Tuesday. These ‘ghost 
malls’ are assets marked 
by high vacancies, weak 
tenant curation, ageing 

infrastructure and declin-
ing relevance. Across 365 
shopping centres, 74 have 

been classified as ghost 
assets, representing 15.5 

mn sq ft of dormant retail 
potential. Within this 

pool, 15 centres with a 
combined area of 4.8 mn 
sq ft have been identified 
as high-potential assets 

that could deliver as 
much as Rs 357 crore.

Mumbai
The production of heavy 
engineering equipment 

and various sub sectors of 
the capital goods sector 

increased from Rs 
2,66,672 crore in 2020-21 

to Rs 5,69,900 crore in 
2024-25, the Parliament 

was informed on Tuesday. 
Heavy electrical equip-

ment saw a total produc-
tion worth Rs 3,64,706 

crore in 2024-25, up from 
Rs 167,706 crore in 2020-

21, Minister of State for 
Heavy Industries Bhu-

pathiraju Srinivasa Varma, 
informed the Lok Sabha. 
While earthmoving and 
mining machinery saw 

production worth Rs 
80,750 crore in 2024-25 

-- up from Rs 29,021 crore 
in 202-21, printing ma-

chinery saw production of 
Rs 29,716 crore in 2024-

25, compared to Rs 
10,058 crore in 2020-21, 

he noted.

Dhanbad
Adani Group will invest 

over $75 billion in energy 
transition space over the 

next five years, said its 
Chairman Gautam Adani 
on Tuesday. At the 100th 
anniversary of the Indian 
Institute of Technology 

(Indian School of Mines) 
Dhanbad, the business-
man noted that Adani 

Group has invested to be-
come one of the world’s 
fastest-growing renewa-

ble energy companies. 
Gautam Adani shared 

that the global green en-
ergy transition is emerging 
as the largest industry of 
our time, worth several 
trillion dollars over the 
coming decades. It will 
fuel the rise of electrici-

ty-based manufacturing, 
green steel, green fertil-
isers, hydrogen ecosys-

tems, and the critical  
infrastructure.

RBI guidelines spare 12 bank groups 
from restructuring, says Crisil Ratings

Revised RBI rules allowing overlapping lending activities within bank groups 
prevented significant restructuring for major lenders, Crisil Ratings reported Tuesday.

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India’s 
newly issued guidelines for 
commercial banks’ financial 
services businesses particular-
ly the provision allowing 
overlapping lending activities 
within bank groups have pre-
vented the need for major re-
structuring by 12 large bank 
groups, a Crisil Ratings report 
said on Tuesday.

According to the report, the 
final framework seeks to 
eliminate regulatory arbitrage 
by harmonising rules across 
all entities within a banking 
group. This alignment is ex-
pected to strengthen the finan-
cial system structurally while 
offering institutions greater 
flexibility in conducting busi-
ness. Collectively, the 12 

bank groups represent about 
55 per cent of total sectoral 
advances.

The earlier draft guidelines 
released in October 2024 had 
proposed restricting each 
banking group to a single en-
tity for any specific line of 
business, prohibiting overlap 
in lending functions between 

a bank and its affiliated enti-
ties. Had the draft been imple-
mented without modification, 
the report notes, several major 
lenders would have faced sig-
nificant operational changes.

The RBI has, however, re-
tained key elements from the 
draft, including the extension 
of upper-layer scale-based 

regulations to non-banking 
f i n a n c i a l  c o m p a n i e s 
(NBFCs), restrictions on cer-
tain categories of loans and 
advances, and an upper limit 
of 20 per cent on a bank 
group’s shareholding in an 
asset reconstruction company 
(ARC).

Crisil Ratings Director Sub-
ha Sri Narayanan said that 
implementing the draft in its 
original form would have re-
quired restructuring across 12 
bank groups, with an estimat-
ed impact of 2–6 per cent on 
the consolidated advances of 
individual banks. However, 
with the final guidelines per-
mitting bank group entities to 
maintain overlapping lending 
businesses, subject to Board 
approval, there will be no dis-
ruption to their operations. 

India Records Highest-
Ever Half-Year  

Exports in FY 2025–26, 
Parliament Told

India’s export sector 
showed strong resilience 

and global 
competitiveness, 
achieving record 

quarterly and half-year 
performance despite 
global uncertainties.

MUMBAI

India’s export sector has con-
veyed a strong message of 
resilience and global compet-
itiveness in FY 2025–26, 
achieving its highest-ever 
quarterly exports in both Q1 
and Q2 even as global mar-
kets continue to face uncer-
tainty, the Parliament was in-
formed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industry Jitin 
Prasada, in a written reply to 
the Lok Sabha, said overall 
exports for April to Septem-
ber 2025 reached $418.6 bil-
lion, up from $395.7 billion in 
the same period last year. This 
represents a 5.8 per cent 
growth, marking India’s 
strongest half-year export per-
formance on record.

The Commerce Ministry 
noted that India’s export mo-
mentum remains steady de-
spite a temporary dip in Octo-
ber 2025. Exports in that 
month were slightly lower 
due to an unusually high base 
in October 2024, which re-
mains the best October export 
performance to date.

Prasada emphasised that In-
dia’s export strategy is an-
chored in credibility, resil-
ience, and proactive global 
outreach. He highlighted that 
high-level diplomatic engage-
ments and ongoing negotia-
tions with key partner nations 

continue to strengthen trade 
relationships and deliver 
long-term economic benefits, 
even when short-term varia-
tions appear.

The minister stated that In-
dia’s export ecosystem has 
been significantly strength-
ened by structural reforms, 
improved logistics, expanded 
port capacity, and focused ex-
port facilitation measures. He 
added that Production-Linked 
Incentive (PLI) schemes have 
enhanced manufacturing com-
petitiveness, while the ser-
vices sector continues to act 
as a strong driver of India’s 
external trade performance.

On trade agreements, the 
government informed Parlia-
ment that five major Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
have been finalised in the past 
five years. These include 
agreements with Mauritius, 
the UAE, Australia, the Euro-
pean Free Trade Association 
(EFTA), and the India–UK 
trade pact ,  which wil l  
come into effect following 
ratification.

Centre Approves 25 New Road Projects in 
Tripura Under PM-JANMAN Scheme

Rural Development Ministry cleared 25 new Tripura road projects to strengthen 
connectivity and improve access in remote tribal regions.

TRIPURA

The Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment on Tuesday approved 
25 new road projects in Tripu-
ra under the Road Connectiv-
i ty  componen t  o f  the 
PM-JANMAN scheme. The 
projects span 65.38 kilome-
tres and will be developed at 
an estimated cost of ₹68.67 
crore, marking a significant 
boost to infrastructure in 
some of the state’s most re-
mote tribal areas.

In an official statement, the 
ministry said, The Ministry of 
Rural Development has sanc-
tioned 25 road projects mea-

suring 65.38 km length under 
the Road Connectivity com-
ponent of PM-JANMAN, 
with an estimated investment 
of ₹68.67 crore for Tripura.

According to the ministry, 
the new roads will offer 
all-weather connectivity to 30 
habitations belonging to Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTGs). The im-
proved road network is ex-

pected to make travel easier 
and safer year-round, bringing 
substantial relief to communi-
ties that often face isolation 
during difficult weather  
conditions.

The ministry added that the 
initiative will enhance con-
nectivity in rural areas, bridg-
ing the gap between remote 
villages and urban centres. By 
linking isolated habitations to 
nearby towns, the project 
aims to strengthen rural mo-
bility and promote more in-
clusive development.

Officials believe that better 
transport infrastructure will 
stimulate local economic ac-

tivity, help small-scale trade 
grow, and generate new em-
ployment opportunities for 
residents of these regions. Im-
proved connectivity is also 
expected to make essential 
services more accessible.

With upgraded roads, people 
in tribal and rural areas will 
find it easier to reach hospitals, 
schools, and local markets, 
supporting better health out-
comes, improved educational 
access, and higher income 
prospects. The government ex-
pects the initiative to signifi-
cantly enhance the quality of 
life for vulnerable tribal com-
munities across Tripura.

India shows strong hiring growth for Q1 2026
NEW DELHI

Indian employers report an 
extremely strong job market 
in India in the first quarter of 
2026, with organisations in-
creasingly willing to invest in 
skills, technology, and talent, 
a report said on Tuesday.

The report by Manpower-
Group India, based on a sur-
vey of 3,051 employers 
across India during October 
2025, revealed a Net Employ-
ment Outlook (NEO) of 52 
per cent, underscoring a stra-
tegic shift toward quality over 
volume. The report noted that 
a faster-than-expected growth 
rate of the Indian economy is 
due to a favourable monsoon 
that drove rural demand and 
lower oil prices, minimal im-
pact of the US tariffs, and re-
forms in the banking sector, 
which enabled easier access 
to foreign loans, supporting 
company growth and job cre-
ation.

Meanwhile, efforts have 
been ramped up to internalise 
t h e  I n d i a n  r u p e e  f o r 
cross-border trade, aiming to 
decrease dependence on US 
dollars, which will ultimately 

benefit the economy in the 
long term.

Given these metrics, Indian 
employers’ hiring sentiment 
looks optimistic for the near 
term, stated the report.

India’s hiring outlook is not 
just strong - it is signaling a 
new phase of economic con-
fidence and capability-build-
ing. What these trends truly 
reflect is India’s transition 
from volume-led hiring to 
value creation: organisations 
are investing in the skills, 
technologies, and talent archi-
tectures that will define their 
competitiveness over the next 
decade, said Sandeep Gulati, 
Managing Director, Manpow-

erGroup India and Middle 
East.

The report noted a demand 
in sectors such as finance, pro-
fessional services, manufactur-
ing, and real estate, indicative 
of employers actively prepar-
ing for a more digital, regulat-
ed, and innovation-driven 
economy, Gulati said.

As we move into 2026, In-
dia will shape its talent mar-
ket around three fundamen-
tals: critical skills, technolog-
ical leverage, and purposeful 
expansion, said Gulati. Fur-
ther, the report noted that In-
dian employers in all nine 
sectors anticipate increasing 
staffing levels in Q1 2026. 

Cement makers set for 2.5–3.5 pc 
profit boost driven by volume growth
MUMBAI

Cement manufacturers’ prof-
itability will rise about 2.5 per 
cent to 3.5 per cent this fiscal 
year due to improved realisa-
tions driven by higher vol-
umes and premiumisation 
amid steady selling prices and 
cost of inputs, a report said on 
Tuesday.

Though the goods and ser-
vices tax from 28 per cent to 
18 per cent is expected to 
weigh on retail prices, the pre-
miumisation and higher de-
mand will offset the pressure 
and improve profitability for 
the manufacturers, the report 
from Crisil Intelligence said.

Cement volumes are seen 
rising 6.5–7.5 per cent year 
on year after a 5 per cent 
growth last fiscal, with a 
moderate 5 per cent growth in 
the first half and a projected 
8–9 per cent surge in the sec-
ond half fuelled by pent-up 
demand and better liquidity.

The firm projected that av-
erage pan India prices will 
remain rangebound at Rs 

354–359 per 50 kg bag, based 
on analysis of 14 major man-
ufacturers that account for 
about 85 per cent of industry 
revenue.

The average pan India ce-
ment prices saw a modest 3 
per cent on year increase 
du r ing  the  f i r s t  ha l f ,  
Sehul Bhatt, Director, Crisil 
Intelligence.

However, we anticipate the 
full impact of the GST reform 
will be realised in the third 
quarter, leading to a 4-5 per 
cent decline in retail prices in 
the second half of the fiscal. 
Despite subdued pricing, the 

industry is poised for higher 
realisations this fiscal, driven 
by healthy volume growth, 
Bhatt added.

Excluding GST, cement 
prices are expected to rise 3-4 
per cent on-year in the com-
ing quarter. However, the re-
duction in GST is expected to 
lead to a decline in overall 
prices, it said.

The manufacturers saw a 5 
per cent increase in realisa-
tions in the first half of this 
fiscal. The momentum is ex-
pected to slow in the second 
half, with realisations grow-
ing a modest 0-2 per cent.

India recommends AI firms pay 
creators royalties set by govt panel
MUMBAI

The Centre has proposed a major new framework for AI train-
ing that would require all AI companies to obtain a mandatory 
blanket licence and pay royalties for using copyrighted works 
created by musicians, authors, news publishers, and other cre-
ators. The royalty rates would be set by a government-appoint-
ed committee and collected through a single collective body 
formed by copyright holders. 

The proposal, outlined in a working paper titled ‘One Nation, 
One License, One Payment: Balancing AI Innovation and Copy-
right,’ rejects voluntary licensing agreements such as the deal 
between OpenAI and the Associated Press. The paper argues 
that voluntary deals create high transaction costs, long negoti-
ations, and unequal bargaining power, ultimately disadvantag-
ing small creators and startups while failing to provide broad 
and reliable access to training data. If adopted, India would 
become the only country to implement a statutory licensing 
regime specifically for AI developers. 

A committee member said the goal is to ensure equitable com-
pensation and prevent large players on either side from dominating 
royalties. The recommendations also seek to guarantee non-dis-
criminatory access to copyrighted material for AI companies.
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From Airpocalypse to 

Clean Air: 
Beijing’s Remarkable 
Transformation

The Dark Days: 2013 and the 
Crisis That Changed Everything
The winter of 2013 was Beijing’s environmental nadir. At one point in 

mid-January, the Air Quality Index soared to 993, far beyond levels 
health officials deemed extremely dangerous. For context, an AQI above 

300 is considered hazardous; Beijing’s readings were off the charts. 
Throughout 2013, air pollution levels averaged 100 micrograms per cu-
bic meter, 10 times higher than the World Health Organization’s recom-

mended level of 10 micrograms per cubic meter. The crisis wasn’t just 
about uncomfortable days or reduced visibility. The human toll was stag-

gering. Children’s hospitals overflowed with patients suffering from re-
spiratory ailments, and researchers estimated that 8,500 premature 

deaths linked to pollution occurred in four Chinese cities, includ-
ing Beijing.  The severity of the pollution forced residents to 

take extraordinary measures. Families barricaded themselves 
indoors with air purifiers running continuously. Those 

who ventured outside wore elaborate masks that be-
came as essential as clothing. Schools closed, 

flights were grounded, and the very fabric of dai-
ly life was disrupted by the toxic air that en-

veloped the city. What made this crisis par-
ticularly notable was the convergence of 

multiple factors. Coal burning for 
winter heating, emissions from 

five million motor vehicles, in-
dustrial pollution from sur-
rounding provinces, and 

stagnant weather con-
ditions combined to 

create a perfect 
storm of con-

tamina-
tion.

With five million vehicles on the roads, transportation emissions 
represented another major pollution source. Beijing implemented 

a comprehensive strategy to reduce vehicle emissions and pro-
mote cleaner alternatives. The city introduced strict vehicle emis-
sion standards and eliminated more than 2 million high- emis-

sion vehicles since 2013. Old, polluting cars were taken 
off the roads through buyback programs and regulatory 

measures. New vehicles had to meet increasingly 
stringent emission standards before they could be 
registered. Perhaps most dramatically, Beijing 

embraced electric mobility. The city de-
ployed thousands of electric buses, be-

coming part of a broader Chinese 
push toward electric public trans-
portation. By 2025, the gov-
ernment aimed for elec-

tric and new energy 
vehicles to com-

prise half of all 
registered ve-

hicles in 
the city. 

The transformation of Bei-
jing’s air quality has been noth-

ing short of remarkable. From 
2013 to 2022, the annual average 

concentrations of major air pollutants 
decreased significantly: PM2.5 decreased 

66.5 percent; SO2 decreased 88.7 percent; 
NO2 decreased 58.9 percent; and PM10 de-

creased 50 percent. In concrete terms, in the 12 
months to the end of March 2025, average PM2.5 

concentrations had fallen to 29.1 micrograms per cu-
bic meter, translating into a 67 percent decline since 

2013. The city that once recorded AQI readings of 993 
now regularly experiences days with readings below 50, 

classified as good air quality. The number of days with good 
air quality reached 290 in 2024, an increase of 114 days com-

pared with 2013 and the highest number on record. This means 
that residents now breathe clean air on more than three-quarters of 

the year’s days—a dramatic shift from the situation just a decade ago.

The Awakening: Public 
Pressure and Govt Response

The 2013 Airpocalypse catalyzed a fundamental shift in how China ap-
proached air pollution. For years, the government had been reluctant to ac-

knowledge the severity of the problem. However, the crisis of 2013 changed ev-
erything. Social media platforms buzzed with images of the smog-choked city, and 

international attention focused on Beijing’s environmental catastrophe. A key factor in 
driving change was transparency. The U.S. Embassy in Beijing had been operating its 

own pollution monitor and publishing hourly readings on Twitter. Citizens noticed large 
discrepancies between official Chinese figures and U.S. measurements, which sparked public 

outcry and demanded accountability. In response, the Chinese government began publishing re-
al-time Air Quality Index data for 74 cities across the country. This transparency was revolutionary. 

For the first time, citizens could quantify what they were breathing and hold authorities ac-
countable for improvements. The term PM2.5 entered everyday vocabulary, and pub-

lic awareness of air pollution reached unprecedented levels. The govern-
ment’s response was comprehensive and ambitious. In September 

2013, Beijing launched the Clean Air Action Plan 2013-
2017, a five-year blueprint that would fundamentally 

reshape the city’s approach to pollution con-
trol. The plan set clear targets and 

mobilized resources on an 
unprecedented scale.

Conclusion:  
From Worst to 

World-Class

Coal: The  
Primary Target

Industry: 
Restructuring  
and Relocation

Beijing’s journey from the 
Airpocalypse of 2013 to one 
of the most improved major 
cities in terms of air quality 

stands as one of the most sig-
nificant environmental suc-

cess stories of the 21st centu-
ry. The transformation re-

quired confronting powerful 
economic interests, investing 

billions of dollars, imple-
menting hundreds of policies, 
and fundamentally changing 
how millions of people heat 
their homes, travel to work, 
and power their industries. 

The success wasn’t inevita-
ble. It required sustained po-

litical commitment, public 
pressure, scientific expertise, 

regional cooperation, and 
willingness to prioritize long-

term environmental health 
over short-term economic 

convenience. Beijing’s expe-
rience demonstrates that even 
the most severe air pollution 

problems can be addressed 
when governments act deci-
sively and comprehensively. 

While challenges remain and 
the work is far from com-

plete, Beijing has proved that 
transformation is possible. 
The city that once symbol-

ized the environmental costs 
of rapid development has 

become a model for 
how determined 
action can re-

store breath-
able air.

Coal combustion was iden-
tified as the single largest 

contributor to Beijing’s air 
pollution, responsible for 
approximately 50 percent 

of the city’s contamination. 
The government launched 
an aggressive campaign to 

eliminate coal use within 
the city. Coal-fired power 

plants and boilers were 
eliminated, and all gas-

fired boilers in the core city 
area were renovated or dis-

mantled. The transforma-
tion extended to residential 

heating. Traditional 
coal-burning stoves in 

homes were replaced with 
cleaner alternatives, includ-
ing natural gas and electric 
heating systems. This tran-

sition wasn’t just about 
technology—it required 

massive infrastructure in-
vestment and careful plan-

ning to ensure residents 
could stay warm during 
Beijing’s harsh winters 

without relying on coal.

Industrial emissions from 
heavy industries such as 
steel, cement, and glass man-
ufacturing—particularly 
from Hebei province sur-
rounding Beijing—contribut-
ed significantly to the pollu-
tion problem. Addressing this 
required both local action 
and regional coordination. 
Beijing closed nearly 2,000 
factories within the city lim-
its, particularly those en-
gaged in heavy, polluting in-
dustries. Many factories were 
relocated to areas outside 
Beijing, though this strategy 
drew criticism for simply 
shifting pollution rather than 
eliminating it. More impor-
tantly, remaining industries 
were required to adopt clean-
er production methods and 
install pollution control 
equipment. The government 
also implemented emergency 
measures during periods of 
particularly bad air quality. 
Construction sites could be 
shut down, and factories tem-
porarily closed when pollu-
tion forecasts indicated haz-
ardous conditions.

Transportation: 
Greening the Streets

The Results: 
A Remarkable 

Turnaround

Regional 
Coordination:  

A Collaborative 
Approach

One crucial lesson from Beijing’s experience was that air 
pollution doesn’t respect city boundaries. Pollutants from 

surrounding provinces, particularly industrialized Hebei, drift-
ed into Beijing, meaning that local measures alone would 

never be sufficient. Beijing pioneered regional air quality co-
ordination in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region. Air quality 

work was supported by comprehensive legal standards, 
strict environmental law enforcement, economic policies, 

public participation, and coordination on air pollu-
tion prevention and control in the Beijing-Tian-

jin-Hebei region. This collaborative ap-
proach ensured that all provinces in the 

region worked toward common 
air quality goals.

Recognition 
and Lessons  

for the World
Beijing’s transformation hasn’t gone unnoticed interna-
tionally. The United Nations Environment Programme 

praised the city’s achievements, with one official stating 
that Beijing’s success demonstrates how a large city in a de-
veloping country can balance environmental protection and 
economic growth. The city’s approach offers valuable les-
sons for other cities worldwide struggling with air pollu-
tion. First, comprehensive action is essential—address-
ing just one source of pollution while ignoring others 
won’t produce meaningful results. Second, political 

will and substantial financial investment are 
non-negotiable. Third, transparency and 
public engagement drive accountabili-

ty and support for difficult poli-
cy measures.

In January 2013, residents of Beijing woke up to a nightmare. 
The sky had turned a thick, ashen gray, visibility dropped to 
mere meters, and the air carried a metallic taste that stung 

the throat. Fine particulate matter levels reached 22 times the 
World Health Organization’s recommended safe limit. This crisis, 

dubbed the Airpocalypse, marked a turning point in China’s 
environmental history. Today, just over a decade later, Beijing 

stands as a testament to what determined government action 
and public engagement can achieve in combating air pollution.
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Messi, Suarez to Reunite in Mumbai 
for Charity Fashion Show, Auction

Argentine football icons to walk ramp and auction 2022 World Cup memorabilia
MUMBAI

 
Lionel Messi will reunite with 
longtime strike partner Luis 
Suarez and teammate Rodrigo 
De Paul in Mumbai on De-
cember 14 for a 45-minute 
philanthropic fashion segment 
during his ‘G.O.A.T. India 
Tour 2025’. Organisers have 
requested Messi to bring se-
lect memorabilia from Argen-
tina’s 2022 World Cup tri-
umph for auction, aiming to 
raise funds for charity.

The Mumbai event, hosted 
at Wankhede Stadium from 
5pm, will feature celebrity 
models, Bollywood stars in-
cluding Tiger Shroff and 
Jackie Shroff, cricketers, and 
business leaders. A Padel Cup 
at the Cricket Club of India at 
3.30pm will precede the fash-

ion show. Suarez will also 
perform in a Spanish music 
segment.

Messi’s India tour spans 
multiple cities. In Kolkata, 
security concerns have shifted 
the unveiling of his 70-foot 
statue to a virtual ceremony 

from his hotel. A 25ft x 20ft 
mural will also be unveiled 
during the Durga Puja season, 
allowing fans to leave person-
al messages. The Kolkata leg 
is expected to draw over 
70,000 spectators.

Hyderabad will host the 

GOAT Cup at Rajiv Gandhi 
International Stadium, featur-
ing a 7v7 celebrity match, 
penalty shootouts, a master-
class for scouted youth, and a 
musical concert. The New 
Delhi leg includes a meeting 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and felicitations for 
Minerva Academy’s U-14 and 
U-15 squads, which won 
three major European youth 
titles this year.

This marks Messi’s first In-
dia visit since 2011. Organ-
isers confirmed that the tour 
received final approval in Au-
gust after meetings with Messi 
and his father, Jorge, who is 
also his agent. The India tour 
combines football, culture, and 
philanthropy, promising fans a 
unique experience while sup-
porting charitable causes.

Bruno Fernandes Stars as 
Manchester United Thrash Wolves 4-1
WOLVERHAMPTON

 
Bruno Fernandes scored twice 
and set up another as Man-
chester United cruised to a 
4-1 victory over Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers in a Premier 
League clash on Monday, lift-
ing United into the top six.

Fernandes opened the scor-
ing in the first half after a 
Wolves error from Brazilian 
midfielder Andre, rifling the 
ball past goalkeeper Sam 
Johnstone despite losing his 
footing. Wolves briefly equal-
ized just before halftime when 
Jean-Ricner Bellegarde con-
verted a volley from David 
Moller Wolfe’s cross, mark-
ing Wolves’ first league goal 
since October 26.

United regained control ear-
ly in the second half, with Bry-
an Mbeumo finishing a swift 
counter-attack in the 51st min-
ute. Mason Mount then added 
a third in the 62nd minute, ex-
pertly converting a chipped 
assist from Fernandes. The 
match was sealed when Fer-
nandes scored a penalty in the 
82nd minute to complete his 
double and the team’s fourth 

goal. The win moves United to 
25 points, level with Chelsea 
in fifth, while Wolves remain 
at the bottom with just two 
points, suffering their eighth 
consecutive defeat. Wolves 
coach Rob Edwards admitted 
frustration: “There’s a ner-
vousness… in big moments 
we gave the ball back to them. 
We’re getting punished and 
must improve, but it won’t be 
a quick turnaround.”

United’s second-half per-

formance showcased a more 
ruthless attacking approach 
after a sluggish first half. 
Mount reflected, “The onus 
was on us to put things right 
with a proper performance. 
All our focus was on being 
ruthless, going forward with 
purpose, and taking our 
chances. It’s good to push up 
and get the three points, but 
we can’t stop now.”

The victory highlighted 
Fernandes’ influence and 
United’s ability to dominate 
even amid a season of incon-
sistency, while Wolves contin-
ue to struggle at the bottom of 
the table.

Two-goal Fernandes 
inspires dominant 

United win, moving them 
into top six

Bellevision, Konkans Dubai to host 
‘The Winter Smash 2025’ women’s 

throwball tournament
UDUPI

 
Bellevision and Konkans 
Dubai jointly organizes 'The 
Winter Smash 2025', an excit-
ing women’s throwball tour-
nament set to take place on 
Sunday, December 14, at 8.30 
am. The event will be hosted 
at the grounds of St Lawrence 
English Medium School, 
Moodubelle.

With the tagline 'Feel the 
chill, play with thrill', the 
tournament aims to bring Ro-
man Catholic women's teams 
from across the Udupi and 
Mangalore dioceses onto one 
platform to showcase their 
sporting talent, teamwork, 
and competitive spirit.

The organizers have an-
nounced that participation 
will be limited to 10 teams, 
strictly on a first-come, first-
served basis. In a gesture pro-
moting community sports, no 
entry fee will be charged. 
Each team is required to field 
9 players and 3 substitutes, 
and all matches will follow a 
league format.

Officials emphasized that 
teams must strictly adhere to 
official Throwball rules and 
respect the umpire’s deci-
sions, which will be final. 
Wearing a team jersey is man-
datory for all participants to 
ensure uniformity and disci-
pline on the field.

Attractive prizes have 

been announced for the win-
ners. The champions will 
take home Rs 12,000 and a 
trophy, while the runners-up 
will receive Rs 9,000 and a 
trophy. The third-place team 
will be awarded Rs 6,000 

and a trophy.
Individual excellence will 

also be recognized with tro-
phies and a cash prize of Rs 
2,500 each for player of the 
match, best attacker, and best 
defender.

Squash Confident as WSF 
Pushes 2032 Olympic Bid
CHENNAI

 
World Squash Federation 
(WSF) president Zena Wool-
dridge has confirmed that 
the  process  to  include 
squash in the 2032 Brisbane 
Olympics is already under-
way, building on the sport’s 
historic inclusion in the 
2028 Los Angeles Games. 
Speaking during the Squash 
World Cup opening 
ceremony, Wool-
dridge expressed 
con f idence  t ha t 
squash’s flexibility 
and low logistical 
footprint strengthen 
its case for Olympic 
continuity.

“We’ve already started the 
process for Brisbane 2032,” 
Wooldridge said, noting that a 
decision is expected by mid-
2026. She highlighted that 
while Los Angeles offered 
ideal facilities, Brisbane pres-
ents unique challenges, mak-
ing adaptability crucial. The 
WSF plans to showcase 
squash’s versatility, from sin-
gles to doubles and glass 
courts, to fit host constraints.

Wooldridge emphasized In-
dia’s role in the sport’s 
growth. “India is a major 
squash nation, influential as 
hosts, players, and referees. 

Their participation ensures 
broadcast coverage and sup-
ports milestones like the 2030 
Ahmedabad Commonwealth 
Games, which will boost In-
dia’s Olympic ambitions.”

Reflecting on her five-year 
tenure, Wooldridge credited 
collaborative efforts with 
PSA, US Squash, and Squash 
Australia for strengthening 
governance and modernizing 

championships. She 
also outlined expan-
sion plans in Africa, 
leveraging Olympic 
solidarity funding to 
develop players, 
coaches, and refer-
ees, with a focus on 

training more female coaches 
and players.

On engaging with the newly 
elected IOC president Kirsty 
Coventry, Wooldridge noted, 
“We hope to meet in the first 
quarter of next year. With her 
reviewing existing sports and 
disciplines, it may become 
easier for squash to secure its 
place.” Wooldridge concluded 
that squash’s combination of 
global growth, governance 
improvements, and flexible 
competition formats positions 
it strongly to remain an Olym-
pic sport beyond 2028, as the 
WSF works steadily to secure 
Brisbane inclusion.

Liverpool Boss Slot 
Insists Relationship with 

Salah Remains Intact
MILAN

 
Liverpool manager Arne Slot 
has dismissed suggestions that 
his relationship with star for-
ward Mohamed Salah has col-
lapsed, following the Egypt 
international’s absence from 
the squad for the Champions 
League trip to Inter Milan.

“That’s not the way I feel, 
but he has the right to feel how 
he feels,” Slot told supporters. 
“I haven’t felt that at all.” 
Salah had trained with the first 
team earlier but was left out of 
the Italy trip after publicly 
stating he felt “thrown under 
the bus” and claimed his rela-
tionship with Slot was over.

The comments came after 
Salah was benched for the 
third consecutive Premier 
League match in a 3-3 draw 
against Leeds United. Asked if 
Salah had played his last game 
for Liverpool, Slot said, “I 
have no clue. I cannot answer 
that question at this moment in 
time.” He added that while 
Salah can feel however he 
wishes, he does not have the 
right to broadcast grievances 
to the media. Liverpool are en-
during a difficult season, sit-

ting ninth in the Premier 
League with just four wins in 
15 matches. In Europe, the 
Reds are 13th in their Champi-
ons League group after a 4-1 
defeat at home to PSV Eind-
hoven. Salah, Liverpool’s all-
time leading paid player, has 
scored four goals in 13 league 
games this season, a stark drop 
from his usual prolific form.

Despite the turbulence, Slot 
emphasized the professional 
nature of his bond with Salah, 
who has been instrumental in 
Liverpool’s two Premier 
League titles and a Champions 
League triumph since joining 
from Roma in 2017. The 
coach’s remarks suggest he 
remains committed to manag-
ing the situation carefully 
amid ongoing speculation 
about Salah’s future at Anfield.

Liverpool coach Arne Slot says his bond with 
Mohamed Salah is not broken

NEW DELHI
 
India pacer Mohammed 

Shami sent a clear mes-
sage to the national se-
lectors with a scintil-
lating four-wicket 
haul against Haryana 
in the Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy (SMAT) 
2025–26. The Ben-
gal fast bowler re-
turned figures of 
4/30 in four overs, 
helping restrict 
Haryana to 191/9 
in their 20 overs.

This was Sha-
mi’s third con-
secutive perfor-
mance taking 
three or more 
wickets in the 
tournament. He 
h a d  e a r l i e r 
claimed 4/13 
against Services 
and 3/24 versus 
Puducherry. His 
consistent show 
has propelled him 
to the third spot 
among the tourna-
ment’s  h ighest 
w i c k e t - t a k e r s , 

highlighting his sus-
ta ined  domest ic 

dominance despite be-
ing overlooked by 
India’s selectors.

S h a m i  h a s 

amassed 16 wickets in seven 
matches, averaging 14.93 
with an economy rate of 
8.90. His best figures of 
4/13 reflect a bowler in top 
form, both physically and 
technically. Yet, the 33-year-
old remains sidelined, hav-
ing last represented India in 
the Champions Trophy 
2025, with his last Test out-
ing coming during the World 
Test Championship final 
2023, where India fell short 
against Australia.

Selectors had previously 
cited fitness concerns for his 
omission from the England 
tour. However, Shami has 
been active in domestic 
cricket, including the Duleep 
Trophy and Ranji Trophy, 
taking 20 wickets in four 
Ranji matches, demonstrat-
ing both fitness and form.

Despite Bengal losing 
their second successive 
match in the tournament, 
Shami’s performances un-
derline his readiness for 
international duties. His 
ongoing excellence in do-
mestic cricket reinforces 
calls for his reintegration 
into India’s pace attack. 
Shami’s determination and 
consistent displays are 
hard to ignore, and he con-
tinues to push for the op-
portunity to return to the 
national team.

Mohammed Shami Signals National 
Comeback with Four-Wicket Blast in SMAT

Pooja Tomar Aims to Guide 
India’s Next Fighters with 

MMA Academy
NEW DELHI

 
Pooja Tomar, the first Indian 
woman to win a UFC fight, is 
turning her focus from per-
sonal milestones to shaping 
the next generation of fight-
ers. Growing up in Budhana, 
Uttar Pradesh, she faced lim-
ited resources, no mentors, 
and no t ra in ing 
structure, navigating 
her path into MMA 
largely alone.

“My only goal 
right now is to open 
my own academy so 
the coming genera-
tion gets proper opportuni-
ties,” Tomar told. “We didn’t 
know anything when we start-
ed. I can now guide many peo-
ple so they can achieve things 
faster.” Her journey, spanning 
wushu, regional MMA promo-
tions, ONE Championship, 
and Matrix Fight Night, culmi-
nated in her UFC debut in 
2023 and a historic win in 
June 2024. This achievement 
highlighted both her resilience 
and the gaps in India’s MMA 
ecosystem, which she is deter-
mined to address.

Tomar plans her academy 
to offer structured training, 
nutrition guidance, mental 
conditioning, and internation-
al-standard coaching. Her vi-
sion is to create a clear path-

way for young fighters — 
particularly girls — so they 
no longer struggle with the 
uncertainties she faced.

“When I was young, the 
birth of a girl in my village 
often brought sadness,” she 
recalls. “From that time, I 
wanted to prove that I am no 
less than any boy. That’s 

when my interest in 
fighting began, and 
UFC became my 
dream.”

By sharing her ex-
perience and pro-
viding proper 
infrastruc-

ture, Tomar hopes 
to ensure that tal-
ent and perse-
verance are 
enough for 
young ath-
letes to 
r e a c h 
global 
s tag-
es.

Yves Bissouma 
Faces Spurs Probe 
Again Over Nitrous 

Oxide Incident
LONDON

 
Tottenham Hotspur midfielder 
Yves Bissouma is once again 
under scrutiny after footage 
emerged showing him inhal-
ing nitrous oxide at a London 
party, prompting the club to 
launch a formal internal in-
vestigation. The 29-year-old 
Malian’s latest indiscretion 
comes nearly a year after a 
similar incident that led to a 
one-match suspension for “se-
vere lack of judgment.”

The clip, reportedly filmed 
in the early hours of Novem-
ber 3, was shared by a woman 
who attended the party. She 
allegedly said, “I couldn’t be-
lieve what I was seeing. Bis-
souma was openly inhaling 
from the balloon even though 
he had been in trouble before 
for doing this.”

Adding to concerns, Bis-
souma has removed all men-
tions of Tottenham from his 
Instagram profile, raising 
alarm among fans already un-
easy about his inconsistent 
tenure at the club. Under UK 
law, nitrous oxide has been 
classified as a Class C drug 
since 2023, making recreation-
al possession illegal. This lat-
est controversy comes on the 
back of a disrupted season for 
Bissouma, who was previous-
ly dropped for repeated late-
ness in August and missed 
further matches due to ankle 
surgery in October. 

Isack Hadjar 
Kicks Off Red Bull 
Career with First 
2026 Test Laps

ABU DHABI
 

Isack Hadjar officially began 
his Red Bull Racing career on 
Tuesday, taking part in 
post-season testing in Abu 
Dhabi. The 21-year-old French-
man, promoted from Red 
Bull’s junior program after a 
breakout rookie F1 season, 
took the RB mule car equipped 
with 2026-spec adaptations for 
its first spin. Pirelli used the out-
ing to gather early data for next 
year’s tyres. Though Hadjar has 
previously appeared in three FP1 
sessions during the 2023 and 
2024 seasons, this marked his 
first full outing as a senior Red 
Bull driver. His rookie year in-
cluded consistent performances, 
highlighted by a maiden podium 
finish at the Dutch Grand Prix 
alongside future teammate Max 
Verstappen. That result, coupled 
with his overall promise, cement-
ed his place as a natural choice 
for the 2026 lineup following 
Yuki Tsunoda’s struggles.
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IPL 2026 
Auction List 

Finalised with 
350 Players

A star-studded pool of 350 players 
headlines the high-stakes IPL 2026 auction

MUMBAI
 

The Indian Premier League 
on Tuesday confirmed a final 
shortlist of 350 players, in-
cluding 240 Indians and 110 
overseas cricketers, for the 
2026 auction scheduled in 
Abu Dhabi on December 16. 
Among the notable inclusions 
is South Africa’s wicketkeep-
er-batter Quinton de Kock, a 
late entrant to the pool after 
reversing his ODI retirement. 
He will enter the auction at a 
base price of ₹1 crore.

The initial registration of 
1,390 players was trimmed 
to 1,005, before being final-
ised at 350 competing for 
77 available slots across the 
10 franchises in the league’s 
19th edition.

Australia’s former captain 
Steve Smith, returning to 
the IPL fold after last ap-
pearing in 2021, is listed 
with a ₹2 crore base price. 
The first set of auction 
names also includes Mum-
bai batters Prithvi Shaw and 
Sarfaraz Khan, each placed 

at a ₹75 lakh base price.
Several high-profile over-

seas stars feature in the top 
bracket at ₹2 crore, includ-
ing Australia’s Cameron 
Green and Jake Fraser-Mc-
Gurk, New Zealand’s Dev-
on Conway, and South Afri-
ca’s David Miller. India 
all-rounder Venkatesh Iyer, 
released by Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR), has also set 
his base price at ₹2 crore.

Among the franchises, 
KKR enter the auction with 
the largest purse of ₹64.3 

crore, giving them signifi-
cant room for rebuilding. 
Chennai Super Kings follow 
with ₹43.4 crore, while 
Sunrisers Hyderabad hold 
the third-largest purse at 
₹25.5 crore.

With a heavily stacked 
roster of capped and emerg-
ing talent, the 2026 auction 
promises fierce bidding, 
strategic manoeuvring, and 
potential blockbuster sign-
ings as teams aim to reshape 
their squads for another 
thrilling IPL season.

IPL 2026 Auction:  
Sarfaraz Khan, Prithvi Shaw 

Named in Opening Set
MUMBAI

 
The build-up to the IPL 2026 
Player Auction, scheduled for 
December 16 in Abu Dhabi, 
gathered momentum on Tues-
day with Sarfaraz Khan and 
Prithvi Shaw featuring prom-
inently in the opening set of 
players released by the 
league. The pair, who went 
unsold in last year’s mega 
auction, headline the capped 
batters’ group this time with a 
base price of ₹75 lakh each.

Sarfaraz, despite an encour-
aging start to his Test career, 
did not attract any bids in the 
previous auction. Shaw, 
dropped by Mumbai midway 
through the last domestic sea-
son, revived his fortunes after 
moving to Maharashtra, 
where consistency and im-
proved fitness helped restore 
his reputation. Their inclusion 
in the first set signals re-
newed interest ahead of a 
highly competitive auction.

They are grouped alongside 
top overseas names such as 
Devon Conway, Jake Fras-
er-McGurk, Cameron Green, 
and David Miller, each listed 
at the ₹2 crore base price. No-
tably, Green—usually classi-
fied as an all-rounder—has 
been listed only as a batter 
this year. The IPL authorities 
released the final list of 350 

p l a y e r s 
o n 
Tues-
d a y 

morning, comprising 240 In-
dians and 110 overseas crick-
eters, from whom a maximum 
of 77 signings can be made. 
The auction pool features 40 
players in the highest base 
price bracket of ₹2 crore, 
while 227 uncapped domestic 
players have set their base 
price at ₹30 lakh, the lowest 
available tier.

The second set of players in-
cludes Venkatesh Iyer (₹2 
crore), the high-profile 
all-rounder released by Kolkata 
Knight Riders, along with 
Deepak Hooda (₹75 lakh) and 
five prominent overseas 
all-rounders. With major names, 
intriguing comeback stories and 
limited slots, the 2026 auction 
promises intense bidding wars 
and strategic gambles from all 
ten franchises.

Sarfaraz, after a 
promising start to his 
Test career, failed to 

draw bids in the previous 
auction

CUTTACK
 

India captain Suryakumar 
Yadav has emphasised that 
the team will resist major 
changes to its core structure 
as preparations intensify for 
the 2026 ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup, to be played at 
home in two months. Speak-
ing ahead of the limit-
ed-overs assignments against 
South Africa and New Zea-
land, Suryakumar said the 
focus is now firmly on sharp-
ening existing plans rather 
than altering combinations.

He explained that India’s 
World Cup groundwork be-
gan immediately after the 
conclusion of the 2024 edi-
tion. “When we give exams 
in school, not everyone 
studies in the last four days. 
We study for a year or two. 
Our preparation is the 
same,” he said. “We don’t 
want to change a lot now. 
The only thing we’ll work 
on is the type of cricket we 
want to play.”

India will play 10 T20Is 
before the World Cup, of-

fering valuable opportuni-
ties for refinement. Asked 
about the ongoing debate 
regarding Sanju Samson 
and Jitesh Sharma for a 
place in the XI, Suryaku-
mar said the team values 
versatility. “We gave Sanju 
opportunities and he was 
ready to bat anywhere. 
Both are in the scheme of 
things. It’s always good to 
have players who can open 
or bat lower. It’s a good 
headache to have.”

He also welcomed Har-
dik Pandya’s return to full 
fitness, highlighting the bal-
ance the all-rounder brings. 
“As you saw in the Asia 
Cup, when he bowled with 
the new ball, it opened 
many options for us. His 
experience will count a lot.”

With tosses proving deci-
sive in the ongoing ODI 
series, Suryakumar joked 
that he might follow K.L. 
Rahul’s superstition and try 
using his left hand at the 
toss, adding a light-hearted 
note to India’s otherwise 
focused preparations.

‘We Don’t Want to 
Change a Lot Now,’ Says 

Suryakumar Yadav

NEW DELHI
 

Indian Grandmaster R Pragg-
nanandhaa has secured his 
place in the 2026 Candidates 
Tournament, becoming the 
sole Indian representative in 
next year’s men’s event. He 
earned the berth after a stellar 
performance at the London 
Chess Classic, finishing joint-
first with Velimir Ivic and 
Ameet K Ghasi before settling 
in third after tie-breaks. The 
victory also saw him top the 
FIDE Circuit 2025 with 
115.17 points, comfortably 
ahead of Dutch GM Anish 
Giri, who has already qualified 
for the Candidates.

Praggnanandhaa acknowl-
edged the challenging nature 
of the tournament. “Any Can-
didates will be a tough tourna-
ment. If someone is there, that 
means they’ve shown what it 

takes. It will be difficult for 
everyone,” he said. He de-
scribed the upcoming line-up 
as “extremely strong,” noting 
that the rating levels are simi-
lar to last year, with virtually 
no player who could be con-
sidered an easy target.

The 20-year-old GM also 
reflected on preparation con-
straints. “Assuming I make it, 
there will be a short time to 
prepare. Not long time to pre-
pare like camps or something. 
I’ll just try to rest and see how 
to prepare,” he explained.

Praggnanandhaa enters the 

Candidates on the back of a 
highly successful year. He 
won the Tata Chess Masters, 
defeating fellow Indian GM D 
Gukesh in a tie-breaker, 
clinched the Grand Chess Tour 
Superbet Chess Classic Roma-
nia, and took the 2nd UzChess 
Cup 2025 in blitz tiebreaks. 
Despite a disappointing cam-
paign at this year’s World Cup, 
he remains India’s only male 
representative in the Candi-
dates.

Meanwhile, Indian wom-
en’s grandmasters Divya 
Deshmukh, Koneru Humpy, 
and R Vaishali will compete 
at the Women’s Candidates, 
continuing India’s strong 
presence in international 
chess. Praggnanandhaa now 
shifts focus to rest and strate-
gic preparation, aware that the 
2026 Candidates will test even 
the world’s elite players.

Praggnanandhaa Readies for 2026 
Candidates, Cites ‘Extremely Strong’ Field

Hazlewood Ruled Out of 
Ashes; Cummins Set for 

Australia Return
BRISBANE
 
Australia’s Ashes 
campaign suffered a 
significant setback 
on Tuesday with 

pace bowler Josh Ha-
z lewood off ic ia l ly 
ruled out of the re-
mainder of the five-
match series due to 
hamstring and Achilles 
injuries. Hazlewood, 
who missed Australia’s 
c o m m a n d i n g 
eight-wicket wins in 
Perth and Brisbane, 
had initially been ex-
pected to return later in 
the contest.

Coach Andrew Mc-
Donald confi rmed 
that the veteran seam-
er will now shift fo-
cus to regaining fit-
ness ahead of the 
Twenty20  Wor ld 
Cup early next year. 
“He’ll be out of the 
series and his prepa-
ration will shift to-
ward the World Cup, 
which is an incredi-

bly important campaign 
for us,” McDonald said, 
calling the development 
“really flat” for the team 
after unexpected setbacks 
hampered Hazlewood’s 
recovery. A pillar of Aus-
tralia’s attack for nearly a 
decade ,  h is  absence 
leaves a sizeable void.

In more encouraging 
news for Australia, skip-
per Pat Cummins is set to 
return for the third Test 
in Adelaide starting De-
cember 17. Cummins, 
who missed the first two 
Tests while recovering 
from a back problem, has 
steadily increased his 
training workload at Al-
lan Border Field during 
the second Test. Accord-
ing to McDonald, Cum-
mins appears physically 
and technically prepared, 
with selectors expected 
to reinstate him as cap-
tain when the squad is 
announced on Wednes-
day. Vice-captain Steve 
Smith has been leading 
the side in his absence.

THERE IS NO OTHER PLAYER LIKE HARDIK 
PANDYA IN INDIAN T20 TEAM: BANGAR

NEW DELHI
 

Former India batting coach 
Sanjay Bangar has lauded Har-
dik Pandya as a once-in-a-gen-
eration all-rounder, insisting 
that no player in India’s current 
T20 setup matches his dual-im-
pact presence. Pandya, recover-
ing from a quadricep injury 
suffered during the Asia Cup, is 
set to return for the five-match 
ODI series against South Africa 
beginning Tuesday in Cuttack.

Bangar stressed that Pan-
dya’s skill set places him in a 
category of his own. Compar-

ing him with global all-round-
ers like Ben Stokes and draw-
ing parallels with Ravindra 
Jadeja’s irreplaceability in lon-
ger formats, Bangar said Pan-
dya could command a place 
either as a pure batter or a 
frontline seamer. “To be that 
kind of all-rounder, you must 
earn your place with both bat 

and ball. There is no other play-
er like Hardik Pandya in the 
Indian team,” he said.

On workload management, 
Bangar suggested Pandya 
should feature in at least the 
first three matches against 
South Africa to assess his phys-
ical readiness. He cautioned 
against drawing conclusions 
about playing six or seven 
T20Is before the World Cup, 
noting the gap in intensity be-
tween domestic tournaments 
like the Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy (SMAT) and international 
cricket. A fully fit Pandya, he 

added, provides India with their 
ideal team balance, particu-
larly with the available spin 
options.

Before his India return, 
Pandya struck an unbeat-
en 77 off 42 balls for 
Baroda in SMAT and 
bowled four overs at full 
throttle. India skipper 
Shubman Gill also returns 
after a neck spasm. Bangar 
believes Gill’s growth as 
Test captain has strength-
ened his mindset across for-
mats, making him a solid T20I 
top-order option.

Heartbroken India 
Target Bronze as Junior 

WC Campaign Nears End

India regroup after semifinal loss, eyeing 
podium finish today

CHENNAI
 

The dream of reclaiming the 
FIH Men’s Junior World Cup 
may have slipped away, but 
hosts India will aim to sal-
vage pride and secure a podi-
um finish when they face Ar-
gentina in the bronze medal 
match today. India, champi-
ons last in 2016 in Lucknow, 
suffered a heavy 1–5 defeat to 
seven-time winners Germany 
in the semifinals, leaving the 
young side heartbroken and 
determined to make amends 
at home. Argentina, two-time 
champions in 2005 and 2021, 
were edged out 1–2 by Spain 
in a closely contested semifi-
nal and arrive with their own 
sense of urgency. Known for 
their physicality and disci-
plined structure, the South 
American side is expected to 
test India across all depart-
ments.

India’s semifinal perfor-
mance raised concerns, with 
the team visibly wilting under 
pressure. Defensive lapses, 
mispasses, and soft goals 
proved costly, while the for-
wards—who excelled in the 
pool stages—struggled to 
convert opportunities. Players 
such as Dilraj Singh, Arsh-
deep Singh, Sourabh Anand 
Kushwaha, Gurjot Singh, and 
Ajeet Yadav created chances 

but failed to break Germany’s 
resistance.

Head coach P.R. Sreejesh 
admitted the team fell short 
tactically, saying the inability 
to execute plans and conced-
ing easy goals hurt their title 
hopes. He stressed the need 
for collective responsibility: 
solid defending first, followed 
by efficient attacking play.

Skipper Rohit leads a de-
fence that must dramatically 
improve to contain Argenti-
na’s forwards. The midfield—
featuring Rosan Khujur, Ankit 
Pal, Manmeet Singh, Adrohit 
Ekka, and Thounaojam In-
galemba Luwang—will need 
greater cohesion to feed the 
attack effectively.

Penalty corners remain In-
dia’s persistent weakness. De-
spite Anmol Ekka scoring 
from a set piece against Ger-
many, the usually reliable Ro-
hit has struggled to make an 
impact with drag-flicks this 
tournament.

Tiger Woods 
Sparks Career-
Change Buzz 
with Cameo

NASSAU
 

A surprise stint behind the mi-
crophone by Tiger Woods at 
the Hero World Challenge has 
ignited speculation that the 
15-time major champion may 
be eyeing a new path in sports 
broadcasting. Woods, 49, who 
has spent much of the past de-
cade battling injuries in his 
effort to stay competitive, 
stunned viewers when he 
joined the Golf Channel com-
mentary booth for an im-
promptu segment with fellow 
professional Kevin Kisner.

The cameo, filled with 
jokes and easy banter, show-
cased a relaxed and humor-
ous side of Woods rarely 
seen during his peak playing 
years. Clips of the exchange 
quickly went viral, with fans 
calling him “comedy gold” 
and praising his potential as 
an “awesome broadcaster.” 
The moment has prompted 
widespread speculat ion 
about whether Woods is 
quietly preparing for a me-
dia career once his playing 
days wind down.


