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The Truth Speaks

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Tuesday 
filed a Rs 500-crore defama-
tion case against Congress 
leaders Jitendra Singh, Bhu-
pesh Baghel, and Gaurav 
Gogoi. Sarma accused them 
of making “false” and “mali-
cious” claims about his land 
holdings, which he said 
lacked evidence.
In an X post, Sarma said, “I 
have filed a defamation case 
seeking Rs 500 crore against 
Congress leaders for making 
false, malicious and defama-
tory allegations against me 

through a press conference.” 
He added that he would not 
be intimidated by what he 
called political theatrics and 
propaganda.
He asserted that the era of 
“hit-and-run politics” is over 
and challenged the leaders to 
prove their claims in court if 
they have evidence.
The controversy began last 
week when Gaurav Gogoi 
alleged that Sarma and his 
family occupied nearly 
12 ,000  b ighas  o f  l and 
a c r o s s  A s s a m .  S a r m a 
promptly announced legal 
action, rejecting the claims 
as baseless.

Defamation row 
deepens political battle
The move comes amid esca-
lating political confrontation 
between Sarma and the Con-
gress. While the party has yet 
to issue an official response to 
the lawsuit, Gogoi recently 
intensified his attack, alleging 
that Sarma’s remarks target-

ing Muslims and dragging his 
minor children into a contro-
versy over alleged Pakistan 
links were “illegal”. Sarma, 
who left Congress in 2015, 
challenged his critics to prove 
their claims in court.

SIT claims trigger  
political firestorm
Earlier, Sarma cited findings 
from a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probe claiming 
“deep links” between Gogoi, his 
British wife Elizabeth Colburn 
Gogoi, and Pakistani national 
Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, suggesting 
possible sharing of sensitive in-
formation with Pakistan.

Sarma files Rs 500 cr defamation suit against Gogoi
COURTING CONTROVERSY

From Feb 2, the LS has been witnessing unruly scenes and repeated disruptions that led to the suspension of 7 Cong and 1 CPI(M) members
NEW DELHI

 
Signalling the end of the grid-
lock between treasury and op-
position benches, the Lok 
Sabha on Tuesday afternoon 
took up a discussion on the 
Union Budget, which had been 
held up for days over the oppo-
sition's demand that LoP Rahul 
Gandhi be allowed to speak on 
a variety of issues.

When the House assembled at 
2 pm after two adjournments, 
Krishna Prasad Tenneti, who 
was in the Chair, asked Con-
gress member Shashi Tharoor to 
initiate the debate and the Thi-
ruvananthapuram MP started 
speaking on the issue.

The thaw came soon after 
opposition parties submitted a 
notice to bring a resolution to 
remove Om Birla as Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha. Since February 2, 
the House has been witnessing 
unruly scenes and repeated dis-
ruptions that led to the suspension 
of seven Congress members and 
one CPI(M) member for the rest 
of the Budget session.

Apprehending unpleasant 
scenes, Birla requested Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi not to 
attend the House last week 
when he was to respond to the 
Motion of Thanks to the Presi-
dent's address.

Birla's claim that Congress 
members could create unpleasant 
scenes had further aggravated 
the stalemate between the gov-
ernment and the opposition.

‘Rahul did not open  
Budget discussion to avoid  

'engineered disruptions' in LS’
Several opposition leaders 
wanted Rahul Gandhi to open 
the Budget discussion as the 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha but he suggested 
this could lead to “engineered 
disruptions” by the treasury 
benches and jeopardise the cru-
cial debate, Congress sources 
said on Tuesday. They said 
Gandhi is likely to speak on the 
Union Budget on Wednesday.

Leaders of various opposi-
tion parties deliberated their 
strategy at a meeting of floor 
leaders with Congress presi-
dent Kharge at the Parliament 
House complex this morning.

Oppn moves 'no-confidence' motion 
against LS Speaker Om Birla

The notice was submitted after talks between the Congress MPs and  
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju failed to yield any results.

NEW DELHI
 

Opposition parties, led by 
the Congress, on Tuesday 
submitted a notice seeking 
the removal of Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla to the Sec-
retary General of the Lower 
House on Tuesday, following 
a meeting of INDIA bloc 
leaders chaired by Congress 
p res iden t  Mal l ika r jun 
Kharge.

The decision comes amid 
continuing disruptions in 
Parliament, including a row 
over the Lok Sabha Speaker 
not allowing Congress MP 
and Leader of the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi to speak in the 
House.

A notice for the motion 
has been submitted to Lok 
Sabha Secretary General Ut-
pal Kumar Singh by Con-

gress Chief Whip Suresh 
Kodikunnil and Mohammad 
Jawed.

The notice was submitted 
after talks between the Con-
gress MPs and Parliamenta-
ry Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju failed to yield any re-
sults.

"A total of 118 MPs have 
signed the notice of no-con-
fidence motion against the 
Lok Sabha Speaker," Con-
gress sources reporters.

The motion has the back-
ing of the Samajwadi Party 
and the Dravida Mun-
n e t r a  K a z h a g a m 
(DMK), while the Trin-
amool Congress (TMC) 
has not formally de-
clared its position. 
TMC leaders did 
not attend the 
meeting.

Why Opposition wants  
to remove Om Birla?
Opposition leaders alleged 
that Birla has been conduct-
ing the business of the Lok 
Sabha in a “blatantly parti-
san manner”. They accused 
him of not allowing the lead-
ers of Opposition parties to 
speak in the House. “We, the 
undersigned, hereby give no-
tice of a resolution for the 
removal of Shri Om Birla 
from the office of Speaker 
Lok Sabha, in terms of the 
provisions of Article 94(c) 

of the Constitution of In-
dia, because of the bla-
tantly partisan manner 
in which he has been 
conducting the busi-

ness of the Lok 
Sabha,” the Op-
position's mo-
tion read.

RAHUL STAYS 
OFF NOTICE

The Congress and its 
allies have taken the 
rare step of moving a 

no-confidence motion 
against the Lok Sabha 
Speaker over alleged 
partisan handling of 
parliamentary pro-

ceedings. LoP Rahul 
Gandhi has stayed 

off the co-confidence 
motion notice against 
the Speaker citing par-
liamentary convention.

HISTORICALLY NO SPEAKER OUSTED
While there have been attempts in the past to remove 

the Speaker, none have been successful. At least two Lok 
Sabha members have to sign the notice to move a resolu-
tion for the Speaker's removal. Any number of members 
can sign the notice, but a minimum of two is mandatory. 
The Speaker can be removed from office by a resolution 
passed by the House through a simple majority. Article 
94C of the Constitution has provisions for such a move.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla will not preside over the 
proceedings of the House until the issue relating to 

the notice seeking his removal is settled, citing moral 
grounds, sources said on Tuesday, as per agency reports. 

The development comes after opposition parties sub-
mitted a notice to move a resolution for Birla’s removal, 
accusing him of not allowing Leader of the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi and other members to speak during the 

Motion of Thanks to the President’s address and of sus-
pending eight MPs. Article 96 of the Constitution bars a 
Speaker or Deputy Speaker from presiding over House 

sittings while a resolution for their removal is under con-
sideration. The provision, however, allows the Speaker a 
constitutional right to defend himself in the House when 

the resolution is taken up for discussion.

Birla not to preside over LS until matter settles

General Naravane breaks silence on book leak
NEW DELHI

 
Former Chief of Army Staff 
General Manoj Mukund 
Naravane on Tuesday broke 
his silence on the controver-
sy around his memoir, Four 
Stars of Destiny, sharing a 
post by Penguin Random 
House India.

“This is the status,” Gen-
eral (Retd.) Naravane wrote 
on X, endorsing the publish-
er’s claim that the book was 
never published and that no 
authorised copies exist.

The statement shared by 
Naravane was Penguin Ran-
dom House India’s first offi-
cial clarification on the issue, 
which he had earlier reposted 
on Monday. In it, the pub-
lisher said it holds the sole 
publishing rights to Four 
Stars of Destiny and asserted 

that the book has not gone 
into publication.

Penguin said no 
copies of the book 
— in print or dig-
ital form — have 
been published, 
distributed, sold 
or otherwise made 
available to the 
public by the publish-
er. It warned that any cop-

ies currently in circulation, 
whether in whole or in 

part and across any 
format or plat-
f o r m ,  w o u l d 
amount to copy-
right infringe-
ment, and said it 

would pursue le-
g a l  r e m e d i e s 

against any unautho-
rised dissemination.

The 
clarification 

comes amid growing 
controversy over the 

status and circulation of the 
former Army chief's memoir. 

The issue has snowballed from 
questions over an unpublished 

manuscript into a political 
flashpoint and a police 
probe over its alleged 

circulation.

Govt mandates 3-hr deepfake 
takedown rule for social media
NEW DELHI

 
The Central Government is 
tightening its grip on AI-gen-
erated and deepfake content, 
mandating that social media 
platforms take down objec-
tionable material within three 
hours and making the label-
ling of AI-generated content 
compulsory. 

The government has set a 
three-hour deadline for social 
media platforms to take down 
AI-generated or deepfake 
content once it is flagged by 
the government or ordered by 
a court.

Under the amended Infor-
mation Technology (Interme-
diary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 
platforms will have to ensure 
that any content created using 
AI tools is clearly and promi-
nently labelled, while also 

requiring users to declare 
whether the content they up-
load has been generated or 
altered using AI.

The official notification 
also barred digital platforms 
from allowing the removal or 
suppression of AI labels or 
associated metadata once they 
have been applied. 

The social media companies 
will be required to deploy auto-
mated tools to detect and pre-
vent the circulation of illegal, 
sexually exploitative or decep-
tive AI-generated content, ac-
cording to the MeitY order. 

According to the govern-
ment the new rules are 
aimed at curbing the misuse 
of AI and deepfakes online, 
while pushing platforms to 
act faster on harmful or mis-
leading content.

SET FOR 2024 RELEASE
The book was set for release in 2024, 

with bookstores taking pre-orders and 
readers pre-booking it online. The launch, 

however, was halted. On December 15, 
2023, Gen Naravane posted on X that the 

book was available. "Hello friends. My 
book is available now. Just follow the 
link. Happy reading. Jai Hind," he had 

posted and attached a screenshot of a 
Penguin India post saying that the book 

can be pre-ordered.

Book was available for sale: Rahul
Citing Gen Naravane’s December 
2023 post, Rahul on Tuesday ac-

cused Penguin Random House India 
of lying and claimed that the book 

was available for sale.
“Hello friends, my book is available 

now. Just follow the link. Happy 
Reading, Jai Hind. This is the tweet 

Mr Naravane made. Either he is lying, 
which I don’t believe, or the Penguin 

is lying. Both cannot be telling the 
truth...” Rahul said.

Zero tolerance for 
harmful deepfakes

The amendments 
impose strict obliga-
tions on platforms to 
prevent the creation 
or dissemination of 

unlawful SGI, including 
deepfakes that imper-

sonate real individu-
als, non-consensual 

intimate imagery, child 
sexual abuse material, 
and deceptive portray-

als of real-world events.

WHAT ARE THE NEW GUIDELINES?
The new rules, notified on February 10 and set to come into 

force from February 20, formally bring what the government 
calls “synthetically generated information” (SGI) under India’s 

digital governance framework. This covers AI-generated or 
AI-altered audio, video and visual content 

that appears real or authentic and may 
be difficult for users to distinguish from 
real-world material. The move comes 

amid growing concerns over the misuse 
of deepfakes, impersonation, misinfor-
mation and synthetic media for fraud, 

harassment and other unlawful activities. 

MUST-FOLLOW 
RULES

n �3-hour takedown 
deadline for flagged 
online content

n �Mandatory labelling 
and traceability

n �User disclosure and 
platform account-
ability for AI posts

n �Automated tools re-
quired for detection

DKS' Delhi visit for Assam polls: Siddu
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Tuesday tried to play down 
speculations surrounding the 
'change of guard' issue in the 
state, even as Deputy Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar left 
for Delhi giving the annual 
state budget meeting a miss.

Clarifying Shivakumar’s ab-
sence from a key state budget 
meeting, he said the KPCC 
president and DyCM had writ-
ten to him, explaining that he 
was travelling to Delhi to attend 
meetings of the All India Con-
gress Committee related to the 
Assam polls. “A meeting on the 

budget will be held in his ab-
sence,” he said, as per agencies.

'High command's   
decision final'

On leadership row, Siddara-
maiah reiterated "high com-
mand's decision is the final 
one." “Why do you keep ask-
ing? If Shivakumar says 
something, ask him,” he re-
marked, adding that he would 
not go to New Delhi unless 
formally invited.

DKS warns partymen against 
leadership remarks

Shivakumar on Tuesday said 
he has "no confusion" over the 
leadership issue involving Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah as the 

two leaders have discussed the 
matter involving the Congress 

high command, and warned the 
local party functionaries against 
making any statements on the 
CM change subject. He warned 

party leaders and legislators 
against making remakrs on the 

contentious issue, reminding 
them AICC President Mallikarjun 
Kharge's earlier statement ask-

ing everyone in the party to "shut 
their mouth" and discharge the 

duties assigned to them.

Hindu trader hacked 
to death in B'desh, 
hours before polls

DHAKA
 

A Hindu businessman was 
brutally murdered by un-
known assailants in Bangla-
desh on the night of February 
9, two days before the South 
Asian country votes for its na-
tional parliamentary elections.

The incident took place in 
the Mymensingh district, 
where another Hindu man, 
Dipu Chandra Das, was also 
lynched and burnt. The victim, 
Sushen Chandra Sarkar (62), 
was a rice trader and a resident 
of Dakshinkanda village. 

Govt-Oppn logjam breaks, LS session resumes 
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BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s historic and pop-
ular tourist destination, 
Lumbini Garden, has been 
temporarily closed after 
Nagawara Lake was com-
pletely drained to facilitate 
desilting and rejuvenation 
works, catching visitors and 
nearby residents by surprise.

Residents said the lake had 
water barely a week ago, 
making the overnight trans-
formation into a dry lake bed 
shocking. The sudden closure 
of the garden, with no visible 
public notice, triggered con-
fusion and concern among 
regular visitors. For many lo-
cals, the shutdown has re-
vived memories of the long 
closure during the COVID-19 
period, after which the garden 
remained inaccessible for 
nearly six years.

“This place used to be a 
favourite spot for families 
and children. We came here 
for recreation and play. See-
ing it closed again is upset-
ting,” said a resident living 
nearby. Several others said 
they were unaware of the 
reasons behind the draining 

of the lake and feared it 
could cause long-term eco-
logical damage.

Responding to the con-
cerns, officials of the Garden 
City of Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) clarified that the lake 
had been in tent ional ly 
drained as part of a planned 
restoration project. They said 
the closure is temporary and 
aimed at improving the over-
all health and sustainability 

of the lake ecosystem.
According to officials, 

desilting work is currently 
underway to remove the ac-
cumulated sludge from the 
lake bed. In addition, inflow 
and outflow channels are be-
ing upgraded to ensure better 
water circulation and prevent 
stagnation once the lake is 
refilled. The project also in-
cludes strengthening of em-
bankments and other struc-
tural improvements within 
the lake area.

Authorities said compre-
hensive development activi-
ties at Lumbini Garden are 
expected to take around 15 
days. The total cost of the re-
juvenation and development 
project has been estimated at 
₹18 crore, covering lake res-
toration as well as improve-
ments to visitor facilities 
within the garden.

The lake water was com-
pletely released to allow 
heavy machinery access for 
cleaning and structural 
works, officials explained, 
adding that such measures 
were necessary for long-term 
revival rather than cosmetic 
beautification.

From Paper to Portal, Rural Certificates to Be Brought Under Sakala Services
QUICK FACILITY FOR STUDENTS

QUICK READ
Stick to Notified Ward 

Boundaries for Civic 
Polls: GBA Chief

Winder Mary High 
School Hosts ‘Nritya 

Kalanjali 2026’

Bengaluru
Ahead of elections to the 
five city corporations un-

der the Greater Bengaluru 
Authority (GBA), chief 

commissioner Mahesh-
war Rao has directed offi-
cials to strictly adhere to 
ward boundaries as noti-
fied in the official govern-
ment notification, making 
it clear that no deviations 
will be allowed. The direc-

tive was issued during a 
review meeting at the 

GBA headquarters on the 
Standard Operating Pro-

cedure (SOP) for verifying 
draft electoral rolls of the 
five corporations. Rao in-

structed the IT depart-
ment to update and recti-

fy digital ward maps to 
ensure complete align-
ment with the notified 
ward descriptions. He 

also stressed that, in the 
long run, ward boundary 

verification should be un-
dertaken through a sys-

tematic and comprehen-
sive survey process to 

avoid discrepancies in fu-
ture elections.

Bengaluru
Winder Mary High School 
on Magadi Road celebrat-
ed its school anniversary, 
Nritya Kalanjali 2026, at 
the SJR College Auditori-

um, Gandhinagar. The 
event was inaugurated by 

T. Balakrishna, president of 
the Venkat, St. Ann’s and 
Venus Group of Institu-
tions, who praised the 

school’s focus on all-round 
development and consist-
ent SSLC results. School 
president Shiva Shankar 
urged students to believe 
in hard work and determi-
nation, highlighting teach-

ers’ efforts to guide stu-
dents and parents. Former 
corporator Vidyashashiku-
mar, T. Venkatesh, teach-

ers and students attended. 
Colourful dance perfor-

mances by students capti-
vated the audience.

100 Acres Identified in Mandya for ARAI 
Plant, MB Patil Writes to Kumaraswamy

Minister MB Patil says Mandya land ready for proposed ARAI testing facility
BENGALURU

Minister for Large and Medi-
um Industries M.B. Patil has 
informed Union Minister for 
Heavy Industries and Steel 
H.D. Kumaraswamy that 100 
acres of land is available in 
Mandya district for establish-
ing the country’s first con-
struction equipment and infra-
structure testing plant under 
the Automotive Research As-
sociation of India (ARAI).

In a letter responding to 
Kumaraswamy’s communica-
tion, Patil said that around 
105 acres of government land 
has been identified within the 
limits of Muddanaghatta and 
Heggaditihalli villages in 
Basaralu hobli of Mandya ta-
luk. The land, as reported by 
the Deputy Commissioner of 
Mandya district, is located 
just 500 metres from the 

Mandya–Nagamangala State 
Highway, offering strong lo-
gistical connectivity.

Patil noted that the extent 
of land available exceeds the 
requirement sought by the 
Union Ministry. He urged Ku-
maraswamy to direct ARAI 
officials and the Union Min-
istry team to visit Karnataka 
at the earliest and conduct a 
joint inspection of the identi-
fied site. If the land is found 
suitable, the State government 
would proceed with sanction-
ing it for the proposed plant, 
he said.

The Minister also stated 
that ARAI authorities could 
coordinate directly with S. 
Selvakumar, Principal Secre-
tary of the State Industries 
Department, to take the pro-
posal forward and expedite 
procedural formalities.

The proposed ARAI facility 

is expected to play a crucial 
role in testing construction 
machinery and infrastructure 
equipment, strengthening In-
dia’s domestic manufacturing 
and research ecosystem while 
supporting the “Make in In-
dia” initiative.

Separately, Patil highlight-
ed that he had recently met 

Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnav to submit a se-
ries of requests related to rail 
connectivity. These included 
the sanctioning of a Vande 
Bharat Sleeper Express be-
tween Bengaluru and Vijay-
apura, introduction of daytime 
special trains on the same 
route, and the development of 

a high-speed rail corridor be-
tween Bengaluru and Mum-
bai. Patil met Vaishnav after 
the launch of electronics man-
ufacturing by Jet Work Com-
pany at the Hi-Tech Hardware 
Park in Bengaluru, during 
which he handed over the pe-
titions. According to Patil, the 
Railway Minister assured him 
that the proposals would be 
examined positively.

Emphasising the strategic 
importance of connectivity, 
Patil said Bengaluru, as the 
country’s technology capital, 
and Mumbai, the financial 
capital,  must be linked 
through the best possible 
transport infrastructure. In 
this context, he also urged 
that the proposed Mumbai–
Pune high-speed rail corridor 
be extended up to Bengaluru 
to boost economic integration 
and industrial growth.

CM Siddaramaiah 
Holds Pre-Budget 

Meetings
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
continued pre-budget meet-
ings with various departments 
ahead of the 2026–27 State 
Budget. The deliberations are 
aimed at reviewing depart-
mental requirements and set-
ting priorities for the upcom-
ing financial year. Earlier, the 
Chief Minister held a detailed 
meeting with the Energy De-
partment as part of the exer-
cise. The discussions were 
attended by Chief Secretary 
Shalini Rajneesh, Additional 
Chief  Secretary Anjum 
Parvez and other senior offi-
cials from the Finance De-
partment. The series of meet-
ings is expected to shape pol-
icy focus and budgetary allo-
cations across key sectors.

Lake Drained for ₹18-Cr Rejuvenation Works
Lumbini Garden shut 

as Nagawara Lake 
emptied for desilting, 
restoration activities

GBA officials assured 
that Nagawara Lake and 
Lumbini Garden will be 
reopened to the public 
once the rejuvenation 
works are completed. 
They said the lake will 
return with a refreshed 
appearance, improved 

ecology and better ame-
nities for visitors. Until 
then, public entry will 

remain restricted in the 
interest of safety.

BENGALURU

In a move expected to bring 
major relief to thousands of 
Common Entrance Test 
(CET) aspirants, the Depart-
ment of School Education and 
Literacy is planning to digi-
tise the issuance of study cer-
tificates, Kannada medium 
certificates and rural study 
certificates by bringing them 
under the Sakala services 
framework.

At present, the process of 
obtaining these certificates is 
entirely offline and manual. 

Students are required to ap-
proach each school they stud-
ied in, submit applications at 
multiple levels and obtain 
verifications from school 
headmasters and Block Edu-
cation Officers (BEOs). Since 
verification is carried out 
manually on a school-by-
school basis, applicants often 
face delays, repeated visits to 
government offices and un-
certainty, particularly during 
the peak admission season.

To address these issues, the 
department is now working 
on a fully online and automat-

ed system. Under the pro-
posed model, students will be 
able to submit a single con-
solidated application covering 
all the schools they have at-
tended. Once issued, the cer-
tificates will be linked to the 
Aadhaar vault and stored in a 
central digital repository, en-
suring faster access, improved 
transparency and a significant 
reduction in administrative 
workload.

These services will be 
brought under the Sakala 
framework and made avail-
able through the Seva Sindhu 

portal. Once an application is 
submitted, the certificates will 
be issued within seven days.

“The system is timely and 
is expected to provide signif-
icant relief to students ap-
pearing for the CET,” said 
Rashmi V. Mahesh, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Depart-
ment of School Education 
and Literacy.

She noted that Karnataka’s 
disjointed schooling system 
— with primary, higher pri-
mary, high schools and PU 
colleges functioning inde-
pendently — had forced stu-

dents to shuttle between four 
or five institutions to obtain 
study certificates. “Once the 
new system is in place, there 
will be minimal delay and hu-

man intervention. The process 
will be seamless, with appli-
cations received through Seva 
Sindhu and moved digitally to 
the respective schools and 
BEOs,” she said.

Under the new system, 
once an application is submit-
ted online, data will be au-
to-populated from the Student 
Achievement Tracking Sys-
tem. Verification will then be 
carried out digitally by the 
school headmaster and, in the 
case of private institutions, by 
the concerned BEO.

The project is expected to 

be rolled out within a month. 
Officials said certificates such 
as study certificates, Kannada 
medium certificates, linguistic 
minority certificates and rural 
study certificates play a cru-
cial role in higher education 
admissions, employment op-
portunities and access to res-
ervation quotas.

With the certificates avail-
able through DigiLocker, stu-
dents will be able to access 
them “anytime, anywhere” for 
future academic and profes-
sional requirements, the de-
partment added.

Coordinate with BDA to Take Over Varthur 
Lake by City Corporation: DS Ramesh

BENGALURU

Commissioner of the Bengal-
uru East City Corporation, 
D.S. Ramesh, on Tuesday di-
rected officials to coordinate 
with the Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) to ini-
tiate the process of handing 
over Varthur Lake to the City 
Corporation. The instruction 
came during a joint inspection 
conducted to review the status 
of rejuvenation works at Bel-
landur and Varthur lakes and 
to ensure inter-departmental 
coordination to prevent sew-
age inflow.

The inspection was carried 
out with engineers from the 
City Corporation, BDA, Ben-
galuru Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) 
and officials from the Solid 
Waste Management Depart-
ment. At Bellandur Lake, 
which is currently maintained 
by the BDA, the Commis-
sioner reviewed the ongoing 
desilting works and instructed 

officials to complete the re-
moval of the entire silt on a 
priority basis before the onset 
of the monsoon.

The lake’s boundary and 
compound walls were also in-
spected, and officials provid-
ed detailed information on 
encroachments. Ramesh di-
rected that necessary steps be 
taken to remove encroach-
ments and safeguard the lake 
area. He also stressed the im-
portance of ensuring proper 
maintenance of all lake inlets 
and outlets to prevent contam-
ination.

Reviewing the overall lake 
rejuvenation and development 
activities, the Commissioner 

instructed departments to 
complete priority works at the 
earliest. At Varthur Lake, of-
ficials informed him that reju-
venation works have already 
been completed. The lake 
bund, inlets, boundary fenc-
ing and sluice gates were in-
spected to assess their condi-
tion and maintenance.

However, it was observed 
that the lake surface is fully 
covered with weeds. Ramesh 
instructed officials to take im-
mediate steps to remove the 
weeds to improve water qual-
ity and aesthetics. BWSSB 
officials briefed the Commis-
sioner on the inflow of treated 
water from sewage treatment 
plants into the lake.

City Corporation officials 
were directed to submit a de-
tailed report within a week on 
the coordination with the 
BDA and the formal handover 
process of Varthur Lake to the 
City Corporation, enabling its 
long-term maintenance and 
management.

Progress Review Meeting on Road 
Widening and Land Acquisition

BENGALURU

Additional Commissioner 
(Development) of the Benga-
luru East City Municipal Cor-
poration, Lokhande Snehal 
Sudhakar, on Tuesday con-
ducted a progress review 
meeting on land acquisition 
processes required for the de-
velopment and widening of 
major roads within the City 
Corporation limits. During the 
meeting, she issued clear di-
rections to concerned officials 
to expedite procedures and 
remove bottlenecks affecting 
key infrastructure projects.

As per the Revised Master 
Plan–2015, a proposal is in 
place to develop a 24-me-
tre-wide road from the Outer 
Ring Road, passing through 
Seetharampalya, up to the 
Sathya Sai Hospital. In the 
first phase, officials were in-
structed to issue land acquisi-
tion notifications for road 
widening along a stretch of 
about 2.2 km from the Outer 
Ring Road to Seetharampalya 
Lake.

The Additional Commis-
sioner also directed officials 
to take immediate steps to ful-
ly open the Bagmane Tech 
Park Road for public traffic, 
ensuring smoother connectiv-
ity and easing congestion in 
the area.

Further instructions were 
issued to take possession of 
land that has already been re-
linquished for public use. Of-
ficials were asked to install 
name boards clearly identify-
ing such parcels as City Cor-
poration property and to carry 
out eviction drives to remove 
encroachments along Swami 
Vivekananda Road.

In another major road proj-
ect, the Old Airport Road–
Siddapura–Nallurahalli Road 

has been designated as an 
18-metre-wide road under the 
Revised Master Plan–2015. 
Officials were instructed to 
fast-track the land acquisition 
process required for widening 
a stretch of approximately 1.5 
km along this corridor.

During a joint inspection 
earlier, Chief Engineer M. 
Lokesh, BDA Executive En-
gineer Yashwanth, Executive 
Engineer Munireddy, Assis-
tant Executive Engineers, en-
gineers from the Bangalore 
Development Authority and 
BWSSB, officials from the 
Solid Waste Management De-
partment, and consultants 
were present.

The progress review meet-
ing chaired by the Additional 
Commissioner was attended 
by Executive Engineer T.C. 
Ravikumar, Assistant Execu-
tive Engineers, Assistant En-
gineers from the TDR Divi-
sion, Assistant Directors 
(Land Survey), and other con-
cerned officials, who were 
asked to ensure timely coordi-
nation and compliance.

Development is always in progress: 
MLA S.T. Somashekar

BENGALURU

MLA S.T. Somashekar said 
that every village can move 
towards progress only when 
development activities are 
carried out on a continuous 
basis. He was speaking after 
inaugurating the construction 
of a wire fence and compound 
wall at the Hindu Rudrab-
hoomi in Kannali village un-
der the Kodigehalli Gram Pan-
chayat in the Yeshwantpur 
Assembly constituency. He 
also inaugurated the construc-
tion of concrete roads and 
drainage works in Hosahalli, 
Veerabhadra Swamy Layout 
and Papanna Layout.

Somashekar said that pro-
viding basic infrastructure and 
civic amenities in villages un-
der the Gram Panchayat would 
enable residents to lead secure 
and prosperous lives. He 
stressed that development 
should reach all sections of so-
ciety without discrimination 
and that sustained efforts were 

essential for overall growth.
He added that when peo-

ple’s representatives serve the 
public fairly and honestly, 
without any party bias, their 
work would be remembered 
by the people for a long time. 
Development, he said, should 
be guided by public interest 
and transparency.

Kodigehalli Gram Pancha-
yat President Vinod Narasim-
ha Murthy said that the devel-
opment of rural areas was key 
to the development of the 
country. 

He noted that Kodigehalli 
Gram Panchayat had been 
able to undertake several de-

velopment initiatives due to 
the support, guidance and 
grants provided by MLA S.T. 
Somashekar. Murthy said that 
during his tenure, sincere ef-
forts had been made to im-
prove infrastructure and liv-
ing conditions in areas under 
the Gram Panchayat’s juris-
diction. Several village-level 
works had been taken up with 
the aim of ensuring long-term 
benefits for residents.

Kodigehalli Gram Pancha-
yat members Kumaraswamy, 
Ward President Nagaraj, Nan-
dana Mahesh, Srinivas, Uma 
and others were present at the 
programme.

K’taka expands 
build limits for 
industrial plots

BENGALURU

To improve land utilisation 
and attract fresh investment, 
the Karnataka government 
has approved a major expan-
sion of built-up limits on in-
dustrial plots, especially those 
developed by KIADB. Per-
missible ground coverage has 
been increased from 65% to 
75%, easing long-standing in-
dustry concerns over underuti-
lised land. Industries Minister 
M.B. Patil said the change 
would help optimise existing 
plots without expanding land 
holdings. The government has 
also raised the maximum per-
missible Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) under a premium pay-
ment system. FAR can now go 
up to 5.2 for plots along roads 
wider than 30 metres, with 
graded limits for narrower 
roads. Industry bodies wel-
comed the move, saying it 
would support flatted factories 
and benefit MSMEs.
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MEA’s help sought to 
bring back body of 

Chandan Kumar: HM

Confident Group 
denies harassment 
claims, backs probe

Bengaluru
Home Minister G. Para-
meshwara said the Kar-

nataka Police have 
sought the cooperation of 
the Union Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs to bring the 
body of Chandan Kumar, 
a native of Nelamangala 

who was shot dead by 
unknown persons in Can-
ada, back to India at the 

earliest. Sharing the infor-
mation on his X account, 

the Home Minister ex-
pressed his condolences 
to the deceased’s family. 
He said authorities have 

been instructed to extend 
all necessary assistance 
to the bereaved family in 
Karnataka. He also urged 

the Canadian govern-
ment, through the Exter-

nal Affairs Ministry, to 
conduct a proper investi-
gation and ensure justice, 
while assuring Kannadi-

gas in Canada of the state 
government’s commit-

ment to their safety.

Bengaluru
Inter-state real estate firm 
Confident Group has de-
nied allegations that In-
come Tax (I-T) officials 

harassed its chairman CJ 
Roy, who died by alleged 

suicide on January 30 
during a search at his of-
fice. Addressing the me-

dia, Managing Director TA 
Joseph said the company 
was satisfied with the on-
going police investigation 
and asserted that the I-T 

department was only car-
rying out its official duty. 
He stressed there was no 
pressure or intimidation 

from officials and said the 
firm would have reacted 
immediately if any har-
assment had occurred. 

Joseph also accused sec-
tions of online media of 
running a smear cam-

paign, reiterating that the 
group had not engaged in 
any illegal activity and re-
mained financially stable 
with all projects on track.

BESCOM gets red card, scores lowest 
in national power utility rankings
BESCOM ranked last nationally, raising concerns over efficiency, finances and governance

BENGALURU

The Bangalore Electricity 
Supply Corporation Limited 
(BESCOM) has received a 
Red Card and a (-C) grade in 
the 14th Annual Integrated 
Rating and Ranking of Power 
Distribution Utilities released 
by the Union Ministry of 
Power, placing it at the bot-
tom among Karnataka’s five 
electricity supply companies 
(ESCOMs).

The national assessment 
evaluated 54 state-owned and 
private power distribution 
utilities across the country. 
Based on performance across 
15 key parameters and nine 
disincentive indicators, utili-
t ies  were graded on a 
100-point scale. Ratings 
ranged from A+ with six stars 
to (-C) with a single star, re-
flecting the weakest perfor-
mance.

None of Karnataka’s ES-
COMs — BESCOM, HES-
COM (Hubballi), MESCOM 
(Mangaluru), GESCOM (Ka-
laburgi) and CESC (Mysuru) 
— featured among the top 20 
power utilities in India. 
Among them, MESCOM re-
corded the best showing for 
the state, ranking 26th with a 
score of 56.44 and a B grade. 
This marked a significant im-
provement from its previous 
ranking, driven by better fi-
nancial management and ser-

vice delivery.
CESC stood at the 44th po-

sition, while BESCOM re-
mained at the bottom with a 
base score of just 28.94 out of 
100. The utility also attracted 
special disincentives amount-
ing to minus 16.50 points out 
of a possible minus 66.5, 
which further dragged down 
its overall grade.

The evaluation covered pa-
rameters such as cash flow 
management, financial sus-
tainability, aggregate techni-

cal and commercial losses, 
debt-to-asset ratio, billing ef-
ficiency, collection perfor-
mance, corporate governance 
practices, and the extent of 
losses absorbed by state gov-
ernments.

Despite being Karnataka’s 
largest electricity distributor, 
accounting for nearly 55 per 
cent of the state’s total energy 
sales, BESCOM continues to 
struggle financially. For the 
financial year 2024–25, the 
utility reported a total revenue 
of Rs 33,375 crore, a margin-
al two per cent year-on-year 
increase, but failed to post 
any profit after tax.

Experts associated with the 
state government described 
the ranking as an “alarm bell” 
for Karnataka’s power sector. 
They pointed to structural 
weaknesses, inefficient finan-
cial controls and the absence 
of a central holding company 

to oversee finances and re-
source allocation across ES-
COMs as key factors contrib-
uting to the poor perfor-
mance.

The report also high-
lighted regulatory gaps, 

noting that the Karnata-
ka Electricity Regulatory 

Commission (KERC) 
lacks adequate super-
visory powers over ES-

COMs, limiting its ability 
to enforce operational 
discipline. In HESCOM 
and GESCOM regions, 

heavy dependence 
on agricultural power 

supply, which generates 
lower revenue, contin-
ues to place addition-
al strain on financial 

viability.

I will act as per 
what the high 

command says, CM
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Tuesday asserted that he 
would act strictly in accor-
dance with the directions of 
the Congress high command, 
a statement that has once 
again fuelled speculation 
around the power-sharing ar-
rangement within the ruling 
party in Karnataka.

Speaking to reporters at 
Vidhana Soudha, Siddara-
maiah said he had communi-
cated directly with the party 
leadership and would not 
speak further on the matter. “I 
did not speak behind anyone’s 
back. I spoke to the high com-
mand. I will not talk about it. 
I will act according to what 
the high command says. I will 
listen to what they say,” he 
remarked.  When asked 
whether he would travel to 
Delhi amid the ongoing dis-
cussions within the party, the 
Chief Minister said there was 
no need for him to do so un-
less he was specifically 
called. “Why should I go if I 
am not called? There is a bud-
get meeting here. I will go if 
the high command calls me,” 
he said, indicating his focus 
on state responsibilities ahead 
of the budget.

Responding to questions on 
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar’s absence from 
the pre-budget preparatory 
meetings, Siddaramaiah clar-
ified that Shivakumar had ob-
tained permission. “He has 
written a letter stating that he 
would be going to Delhi in 
connection with the Assam 
elections. He has informed 
that the meeting would be 
held in his absence,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Siddaramaiah also reacted 
sharply to criticism by former 
BJP MP Pratap Simha regard-
ing alleged interference by 
Legislative Council member 
Yathindra Siddaramaiah. Dis-
missing the charge, he said 
the BJP itself had denied a 
ticket to Pratap Simha. “Let 
them first look at their own 
party,” he added.

Earlier in the day, Siddara-
maiah garlanded the statue of 
former Chief Minister Kengal 
Hanumanthaiah, located on 
the western side of Vidhana 
Soudha, as part of birth anni-
versary celebrations. Speak-
ing on the occasion, he de-
scribed Hanumanthaiah as an 
honest and courageous leader 
who made immense contribu-
tions to Karnataka.

He recalled that Hanuman-
thaiah played a key role in the 
unification of Karnataka and 
was instrumental in the con-
struction of the iconic Vidha-
na Soudha. “He served the 
nation as Union Railway Min-
ister and as Chairman of the 
Administrative Reforms 
Commission. His life and ide-
als continue to inspire us,” 
Siddaramaiah said.

The statement has 
given rise to 

speculations about the 
ongoing power-sharing 

tussle for months

BENGALURU

Passengers using the Dr BR 
Ambedkar (Vidhana Soudha) 
Metro Station have voiced 
strong objections against the 
Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) 
over the continued absence of 
basic accessibility facilities, 
alleging neglect of commuter 
convenience for nearly a de-
cade.

The station, one of the bus-
iest on the Purple Line due to 
its proximity to Vidhana 
Soudha and other government 
offices, has only an upward 

escalator. There is no down-
ward escalator or lift, forcing 
passengers to climb down 71 
steps every day. Commuters 
say the daily ordeal causes 
severe hardship, particularly 
for senior citizens, women, 
children and those with health 
issues.

Passengers pointed out that 
space for a downward escala-
tor was earmarked during the 
construction of the station. 
However, despite repeated 
representations and assuranc-
es over the years, the facility 
has not been installed. “It is 
shocking that such a promi-

nent station lacks even a basic 
lift or down escalator. Every 
day feels like a physical test,” 
said a commuter.

The frustration has been 
compounded by the recent 
metro fare hike. Passengers 

argue that increasing ticket 
prices without addressing 
long-pending infrastructure 
gaps is unfair. “If fares can go 
up regularly, why can’t essen-
tial passenger facilities be 
provided?” questioned anoth-

er commuter, adding that 
safety and comfort appear to 
be low priorities.

Narasimha Murthy, a regu-
lar metro user, has submitted 
a formal representation to 
BMRCL demanding immedi-
ate action. He warned that 
commuters would not remain 
silent any longer. “Climbing 
71 steps daily is exhausting 
and risky, especially during 
peak hours when there is 
heavy crowding. This is a se-
rious accessibility issue,” he 
said.

Passengers stressed that the 
lack of a downward escalator 

and lift poses safety concerns, 
particularly during emergen-
cies or medical situations. 
Many said the station is inac-
cessible to persons with dis-
abilities, defeating the pur-
pose of inclusive public trans-
port.

Commuters have now is-
sued a one-week deadline to 
BMRCL to address the issue. 
If no concrete steps are taken 
within the stipulated time, 
they have warned of protests 
and demonstrations in front of 
the metro station, demanding 
accountability and immediate 
remedial action.

Everyone in the party must follow the ‘keep 
your mouth shut’ order of the party: DCM 

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Tuesday said 
all leaders should adhere to 
AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge’s advice to refrain 
from making public state-
ments, amid continuing spec-
ulation over power sharing 
within the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka.

Speaking to reporters near 
his Sadashivanagar residence, 
Shivakumar said that com-
ments being made by some 
MLAs and ministers for or 

against him were harming the 
party rather than helping it. 
“Any MLA or minister may 
make statements supporting 
or opposing me. These state-
ments do not benefit the party. 
They only damage the party,” 
he said, adding that Kharge’s 
suggestion that leaders should 
“keep their mouths shut” was 
appropriate and should be fol-
lowed by everyone.

Responding to remarks by 
some Congress leaders hint-
ing at “good news”, Shivaku-
mar said every day was a 
challenge in public life. “Ev-

ery day is a good day, a good 
beginning, and also a difficult 
day. Nothing comes easily. If 
we want to solve people’s 
problems, there will always 
be obstacles and complica-
tions. Criticism will keep 

coming and we must face it 
while continuing our work,” 
he said.

Clarifying speculation 
about private discussions, 
Shivakumar said he and Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah had 
not held any secret talks. “We 
are not confused. Others may 
be confused. Siddaramaiah 
and I know what we dis-
cussed. There was nothing 
secret. All senior leaders 
spoke together,” he said, 
warning that unnecessary 
statements only create tension 
and serve no purpose.

BENGALURU

The Madanayakanahalli po-
lice have cracked a daring 
armed robbery case within 
seven days, arresting five ac-
cused who targeted a jewel-
lery shop in the wake of rising 
gold prices. The swift break-
through came after the sus-
pects inadvertently left behind 
crucial evidence — their mo-
bile phones — at the crime 
scene. The robbery occurred 
on the evening of January 27 
at Ramdev Jewellers in 
Dasanapura village, under the 
Madanayakanahalli police sta-
tion limits in north-west Ben-
galuru. According to the po-
lice, the accused entered the 
shop while children were 
present and pretended to en-
quire about earrings. Within 
moments, one of the men 
brandished a pistol to threaten 
those inside, while another 
grabbed gold jewellery weigh-
ing about 30 grams and Rs 
50,000 in cash before fleeing.

The accused have been 
identified as Anoop Singh, 
Ravi, Ankit, Arun and Anoop 
Ram, all natives of Rajasthan. 
During their hurried escape, 
the gang accidentally left be-
hind their mobile phones, 
which became the key to 
cracking the case.  

Gold shop robbers 
leave behind 

mobile phones 
during heist

It is wrong to divide great 
personalities along caste lines: 
Minister Shivraj S. Tangadagi

BENGALURU

Kannada and Culture and 
Backward Classes Welfare 
Minister Shivraj S. Tangadagi 
expressed concern over the 
practice of confining the birth 
anniversaries of great person-
alities and Sharanas to specif-
ic castes, terming it an irony 
that goes against their core 
philosophy.

He was speaking after pre-
senting the Kayaka Shara-
nashree award to Prof. H. 
Lingappa at the Kayaka Sha-
ranas Jayanthi programme 
organised by the Department 
of Kannada and Culture at 
Ravindra Kalakshetra, held in 
the divine presence of Sri 
Basavaharalayya Swamiji.

The minister said saints and 
social reformers such as 
Kanakadasa, Siddaramesh-
wara, Valmiki and Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar do not belong to 
any single community. “The 
entire nation remembers 
them. In such circumstances, 
restricting their birth anniver-
saries to one community is 
not appropriate,” he said.

Referring to Prof. Lingap-
pa’s selection for the award, 
Tangadagi revealed that a 
community leader had called 
him to say the honour should 
have gone to someone from 

their own community. “That 
remark hurt me deeply,” he 
said, adding that last year the 
Kanakashree award had been 
given to a person from the 
Brahmin community who be-
lieved in social equality. 
“Here, caste is not important; 
ideology and values matter,” 
he asserted.

He said he was pleased that 
Prof. Lingappa, who follows 
the philosophies of Buddha, 
Basava and Ambedkar, was 
chosen for the Kayaka Shara-
nashree award.

Recalling the Sharana 
movement, the minister said 
Sharanas such as Madara 
C h e n n a y y a ,  M a d a r a 
Dhoolayya, Dohara Kak-
kayya, Samagara Haralayya 
and Uruilingapeddi upheld 
Basavanna’s vision of an egal-
itarian and casteless society. 
Vachana poets from diverse 

social backgrounds, he noted, 
expressed their life experi-
ences through vachanas while 
continuing their respective 
occupations, making an im-
mense contribution to society. 
Urging people to follow the 
ideals of the Sharanas in dai-
ly life, Tangadagi said unity 
and collective progress, while 
setting aside minor differenc-
es, would strengthen commu-
nities and benefit society.

Excise  Minis ter  R.B. 
Thimmapur, former Rajya 
Sabha MP Dr. L. Hanuman-
thayya, Akhila Karnataka 
Dohara Kakkayya Samaja 
president Santosh Surendra 
Savanur, Madiga community 
leader M. Gurumoorthy, Adi 
Jambava community leader 
Siddaraju, departmental sec-
retary J. Manjunath, director 
K.M. Gayatri and others were 
present.

Suja K. J. George 
Distributes Skill-based 
Certificates to Trainees 

BENGALURU

Women who completed vari-
ous skill-based training pro-
grammes at the Kelachandra 
Skill Development Centre in 
K.G. Halli, Sarvagnanagar 
Assembly constituency, were 
awarded certificates by Suja 
K. J. George, Managing 
Trustee of the Kelachandra 
Foundation, in Bengaluru. 
Addressing the gathering, she 
said the centre, established 
with the support of Energy 
Minister and Sarvagnanagar 
MLA K. J. George, plays a 
vital role in promoting wom-
en’s empowerment. She noted 
that the certificates symbolise 
self-confidence, self-reliance, 

and a new beginning, en-
abling women to achieve eco-
nomic independence and dig-
nity.

Congratulating the trainees, 
Suja George K.J praised their 
determination and wished 
them success in future endeav-
ours. Dr. Triveni, Director of 
the Foundation, highlighted 
that thousands benefit from 
skill training at the centre 
alongside dialysis services. 
Ward President Eron Suresh 
lauded Minister K. J. George’s 
contributions to education and 
skill development, expressing 
confidence that Sarvagnanagar 
would become the state’s num-
ber one constituency within 15 
years.  
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Office-Bearers Elected 

for State Social 
Workers Federation 

Power Supply 
Disruption

Bidadi
The election of new of-

fice-bearers of the State 
Social Workers Federa-

tion was successfully 
conducted at Bidadi, 

marking an important 
step towards strengthen-

ing coordinated social 
service activities across 
the state. The selection 

process took place during 
a specially convened 

meeting attended by so-
cial workers, representa-
tives of various organisa-
tions, and senior mem-
bers of the federation. 

The meeting focused on 
the need to build a strong, 

transparent, and peo-
ple-oriented organisa-

tional structure that can 
effectively address social 
issues at the grassroots 
level. Speakers empha-

sised that social workers 
play a vital role in bridging 
the gap between govern-

ment schemes and the 
common people, espe-
cially marginalised and 

vulnerable sections of so-
ciety. During the session, 
discussions were held on 
the challenges faced by 
social workers, including 

lack of recognition, re-
source constraints, and 

the growing complexity of 
social problems.

Hallimaranahalli
Residents in and around 

Hallimaranahalli and 
Chikkenahalli areas faced 
a temporary power sup-

ply disruption on February 
10 following scheduled 

maintenance and repair 
works at the local elec-

tricity distribution centre. 
The shutdown has been 
planned to facilitate es-
sential infrastructure-re-
lated activities aimed at 

improving the quality and 
reliability of power supply 
in the region. According to 
officials from the electric-
ity department, mainte-

nance work will be carried 
out at the Hallimarana-

halli–Chikkenahalli power 
distribution centre, requir-

ing a complete suspen-
sion of electricity supply 

during the scheduled 
hours. The works include 

inspection of electrical 
equipment, strengthening 
of lines, and other techni-

cal upgrades necessary 
for safe and uninterrupted 
power distribution in the 

future.

Sharana Ideals Essential for 
Building a Value-Based Society

Sharana philosophies offer timeless guidance for creating a value-based 
society, said Sub-Divisional Officer Venkatesh Naik in Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA

The ideals and philosophies 
of the Sharanas are crucial for 
building a value-based and 
inclus ive  socie ty,  sa id 
Sub-Divisional Officer Ven-
katesh Naik. He was speaking 
while presiding over the 
Jayanti celebrations of Kaya-
ka Sharanas at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office audi-
torium in Chitradurga on 
Tuesday.

Addressing the gathering, 
Venkatesh Naik stressed that 
the younger generation should 
not limit itself only to science 
and technology, but must also 
understand and adopt India’s 
rich history and the life path 
shown by the Sharanas. He 
noted that the teachings of the 

12th-century Sharanas contin-
ue to remain relevant even 
today and align closely with 
the core values enshrined in 
the Indian Constitution.

The programme marked the 
Jayanti of eminent Kayaka 
Sharanas including Madara 
C h e n n a y y a ,  M a d a r a 
Dhoolayya, Dohara Kak-

kayya, Samagara Haralayya, 
and Urilinga Peddi. The event 
was organised with the objec-
tive of remembering their 
contributions and spreading 
awareness about their social 
reforms, equality-driven ide-
als, and emphasis on dignity 
of labour.

Venkatesh Naik explained 
that the primary intention be-
hind the government celebrat-
ing the birth anniversaries of 
great personalities is to intro-
duce their contributions and 
philosophies to the present 
generation. He said that only 
by imbibing Sharana values 
such as equality, social justice, 
and selfless service can a truly 
value-oriented India be built.

He further underlined that 
the principle of Kayakave 

Kailasa should not remain a 
mere slogan. Instead, it must 
be reflected in everyday life 
through honest work, ethical 
conduct, and commitment to 
social welfare. While person-
al growth is important, he 
said, every citizen also has a 
responsibility to work for the 
upliftment of society as a 
whole.

Emphasising inclusive de-
velopment, the Sub-Division-
al Officer stated that govern-
ment educational, economic, 
and social welfare schemes 
must reach even the last per-
son in society. He assured that 
if there are any genuine de-
mands or needs from the pub-
lic, the district administration 
would make sincere efforts to 
address them.

Sharana Kayaka 
Philosophy Lights 

the Path to an Equal 
Society: Writer Anand
CHITRADURGA

Renowned writer Anand stat-
ed that the Kayaka philosophy 
of the Sharanas serves as a 
guiding light for establishing 
an equal and just society. He 
was delivering a special lec-
ture on the lives and ideals of 
Kayaka Sharanas during a 
Jayanti programme organised 
to commemorate eminent so-
cial reformers.

Addressing the gathering, 
Anand highlighted that social 
revolutionaries such as Mada-
ra  Chennayya,  Madara 
Dhoolayya, Dohara Kakkayya, 
and Samagara Haralayya had 
challenged the caste system 
nearly 900 years ago. He said 
their progressive thoughts and 
life philosophies are extremely 
relevant for today’s modern 
society. Emphasising the Sha-
rana belief, he said devotion 
knows no hierarchy and that 
there is no concept of high or 
low in true bhakti.

Citing a well-known Shara-
na legend, Anand recalled 
how Lord Shiva preferred the 
humble offering of Sharana 
Madara Chennayya over the 
lavish royal offerings of the 
Chola king. This episode, he 
said, stands as powerful testi-
mony to the Sharanas’ unwav-
ering devotion, sincerity, and 

commitment to honest labour. 
He also spoke about Sharanas 
like Urilinga Peddi, who dis-
pelled ignorance through 
knowledge and awareness.

The writer explained that 
the principle of Kayakave 
Kailasa upholds the dignity of 
labour and conveys that the 
life of working people and 
honest effort are supreme. 
Bhakti, he stressed, should 
not be limited to rituals but 
must become a path of aware-
ness that questions supersti-
tion and blind beliefs. Every 
individual, he added, should 
develop rational and progres-
sive thinking.

Anand further observed that 
no one is superior by birth; it 
is a person’s character, values, 
and social responsibility that 
elevate them. He described 
Vachana literature as more 
than mere literary expression, 
calling it a strong remedy 
against inequality and funda-
mentalism.

The philosophy of  
Sharana Kayaka 
remains vital for 
building an equal 

society, writer Anand 
said at a Jayanti 

programme

NANJANGUD

In a decisive action against 
illegal cattle transportation, 
police carried out a raid on a 
vehicle involved in the unlaw-
ful movement of cattle, seiz-
ing the vehicle and rescuing 
the animals. The operation 
was conducted following spe-
cific information received by 
the police, highlighting con-
tinued efforts to curb animal 
cruelty and enforce transport 
regulations.

According to police sourc-
es, the vehicle was intercept-
ed during routine patrolling 
and checking. Upon inspec-
tion, officers found cattle be-
ing transported without valid 
permits and in violation of 

prescribed animal welfare 
norms. The animals were re-
portedly cramped inside the 
vehicle, raising serious con-
cerns about their safety and 
well-being.

The police immediately 
took custody of the vehicle 

and detained those involved 
for questioning. A case has 
been registered under relevant 
sections of the Motor Vehicles 
Act and animal protection 
laws. Officials stated that fur-
ther investigation is underway 
to identify the source and des-

tination of the cattle and to 
determine whether an organ-
ised network is involved in 
such illegal activities.

The rescued cattle were 
shifted to a safer location and 
handed over to animal welfare 
authorities for medical exam-
ination and care. Veterinarians 
were asked to assess the con-
dition of the animals and pro-
vide necessary treatment 
wherever required.

Police officials said illegal 
cattle transportation not only 
violates the law but also poses 
risks to animal health and 
public safety. Overloaded ve-
hicles often lead to accidents, 
while improper handling 
causes severe stress and inju-
ry to animals. Authorities re-

iterated that strict action will 
be taken against violators 
without exception.

The police have appealed to 
the public to cooperate by re-
porting suspicious movement 
of cattle transport vehicles. 
They also warned transporters 
and middlemen that intensified 
checks will continue across 
highways and rural routes to 
prevent such offences.

This raid reflects the ad-
ministration’s commitment to 
enforcing animal welfare laws 
and maintaining law and or-
der. Officials assured that 
similar operations would be 
conducted regularly to deter 
illegal cattle transport and en-
sure humane treatment of an-
imals across the district.

A herd of three wild elephants was spotted near Gopalli village, 
triggering alertness and concern among local residents

Three Wild Elephants Spotted 
Near Gopalli Village, Locals Alerted 
RAMANAGARA

A herd of three wild elephants 
was sighted near Gopalli vil-
lage, creating a mix of curios-
ity and concern among villag-
ers. The incident occurred in 
Ramanagara taluk, where the 
elephants reportedly strayed 
into the village limits from 
the nearby forest area.

According to local sources, 
the elephants were first no-
ticed on the outskirts of Go-
palli village, drawing the at-
tention of residents who gath-
ered at a safe distance to ob-
serve their movements. The 
unexpected presence of the 
wild animals led to height-
ened alertness, with villagers 
closely monitoring the situa-
tion to avoid any potential 
danger.

Forest department officials 
were informed immediately 
after the sighting. Teams have 
since begun continuous mon-
itoring of the herd’s move-
ment to ensure both public 

safety and the well-being of 
the elephants. Officials stated 
that precautionary measures 
are being taken to prevent the 
animals from entering densely 
populated areas and to guide 
them safely back towards the 
forest. Villagers were seen 
filming the elephants from 
afar, while authorities repeat-
edly advised people not to 
approach or provoke the ani-
mals. Officials cautioned that 
wild elephants can behave 
unpredictably, especially 
when they feel threatened, 
and urged residents to remain 
indoors during night hours.

Forest personnel are assess-
ing the seriousness of the sit-
uation and have increased 

patrolling in the area. Warn-
ing announcements were also 
made in nearby villages, ad-
vising residents to stay cau-
tious, avoid outdoor activities 
after dark, and immediately 
inform authorities if the ele-
phants move closer to human 
settlements.

Authorities emphasized that 
such incidents often occur due 
to shrinking forest corridors 
and changing movement pat-
terns of wild animals. Efforts 
are underway to ensure that 
no harm comes either to the 
elephants or to the local pop-
ulation.

Necessary steps are being 
taken in the interest of public 
safety, while equal impor-
tance is being given to the 
protection and conservation 
of wildlife. Officials assured 
that the situation is under con-
trol and appealed to the public 
to cooperate with forest de-
partment teams until the ele-
phants are safely guided away 
from the village area.

Delhi Unveils Initiative for 
Media Literacy, Culture, 

and Addiction-Free Youth 

MYSURU

A socially relevant and 
thought-provoking pro-
gramme was formally inaugu-
rated in Delhi by Dr. Shankar, 
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice, marking the beginning of 
an event focused on social 
awareness, culture, and re-
sponsible citizenship. The in-
auguration set the tone for a 
meaningful gathering aimed 
at addressing contemporary 
challenges, particularly those 
affecting youth and society at 
large. The occasion was 
graced by several eminent 
chief guests whose presence 
added dignity and importance 
to the programme. Among 

them were Easwar S. Rayad-
hu, Revenue Officer and Reg-
istrar of Voters; Dr. Bikki 
Bangari, President of the 
Council for Media and Satel-
lite Broadcasting; Dr. Nali-
nakshi Sannappa; K. C. Shi-
varamaiah, Editor of Mardani 
Kannada Daily; Dr. Tarihalli 
Hanumanthappa, Professor at 
Hampi Kannada University; 
N. Malatesh; and K. S. Nikh-
il, Auditor. The programme 
also saw the participation of 
special invitees including se-
nior film comedian Dingri 
Nagaraj, senior theatre artist 
and film comedian Mysore 
Ramanand, and social worker 
and women’s thinker M. V. 
Poornima. 

Major Theft at Shiva Jewellers in Chintamani 
Nagar, Police Launch Investigation

CHIKKABALLAPUR

A major burglary was reported 
at Shiva Jewellers, a gold and 
silver ornament shop located 
in Chintamani Nagar of Chik-
kaballapur district, causing 
shock and concern among lo-
cal traders and residents. The 
theft reportedly took place 
during the night when uniden-
tified miscreants broke open 
the shop shutters and gained 
entry into the premises.

According to initial infor-
mation, the thieves forcefully 
damaged the shutters of Shiva 
Jewellers and looted gold and 
silver ornaments stored inside 
the shop before fleeing the 
scene. The incident came to 
light when the shop owner or 

local residents noticed the 
damaged shutters and alerted 
the police.

Upon receiving informa-
tion, officials from Chintam-
ani Nagar Police Station 
rushed to the spot without 
delay. The police conducted a 
preliminary inspection of the 
shop and surrounding area, 
collecting initial evidence re-
lated to the burglary. Senior 
officers also visited the site to 
assess the situation and guide 
the investigation.

Police sources stated that 
the exact quantity of gold 
and silver ornaments stolen 
and their total value are yet 
to be determined. A detailed 
stock verification is expected 
to be carried out by the shop 

owner to ascertain the full 
extent of the loss. Mean-
while, forensic teams are ex-
amining the scene for finger-
prints and other material ev-
idence that could help identi-
fy the culprits. 

The police have also begun 
scrutinising CCTV footage 
from cameras installed inside 
and around the jewellery 
shop, as well as from nearby 
establishments and streets. 
Officials believe the footage 
may provide crucial leads re-
garding the movements of 
the thieves before and after 
the crime.

A case has been registered, 
and special teams have been 
formed to track down those 
involved in the theft.

KSRTC Bus Axle 
Breaks Near 

Trimbakpura 
Gate, Major 

Accident Averted
CHAMARAJANAGAR

A potential major accident 
was narrowly averted when 
the axle of a Karnataka State 
Road Transport Corporation 
(KSRTC) bus broke near 
Trimbakpura gate in the dis-
trict. The incident occurred on 
the busy Chamarajanagar–
Gundlupet route, used daily by 
commuters, students and of-
fice-goers. The bus was travel-
ling from Chamarajanagar to 
Gundlupet when the axle 
snapped, forcing it to come to 
a sudden halt. The driver man-
aged to stop the vehicle safely, 
preventing injuries, though the 
incident caused panic among 
passengers. The breakdown 
led to inconvenience, especial-
ly for students travelling 
during peak morning hours, 
with several passengers strand-
ed and forced to seek alterna-
tive transport.

Passengers questioned KS-
RTC’s maintenance practices, 
alleging buses were being op-
erated without thorough me-
chanical checks. Some said the 
incident could have turned di-
sastrous if it had occurred at 
higher speed. The incident has 
renewed concerns over the 
roadworthiness of public trans-
port vehicles in rural and 
semi-urban areas. Commuters 
demanded stricter safety in-
spections and accountability. 

New Details Emerge About 
Suchitra’s Associations in 

Siddapur Murder Case
SHIVAMOGGA

Several new details are 
emerging about the activities 
and associations of Suchitra, 
also known as Surekha, who is 
currently lodged in jail in con-
nection with the murder of Vas-
ant Nayak in Siddapur. Investi-
gative sources say these revela-
tions are helping authorities 
piece together her personal 
network and movements in the 
period leading up to the crime. 
Earlier, information had come 
to light regarding Suchitra’s 
alleged close associations with 
astrologer Kamalakar Bhat and 
landlord Sharanabasappa. 
These relationships reportedly 
formed part of the background 
being examined by investiga-
tors as they probe various an-
gles of the case.

Now, further information 
has emerged indicating that 
Suchitra had also been closely 
associated with a young man 
from Siddapur identified as 
JCB Prakash. According to 
sources, Suchitra and Prakash 
had appeared together in sev-
eral social media reels and 
photo-shoots, which are now 
being scrutinised by the po-
lice as part of the broader in-
vestigation.

Investigators say that 

Suchitra allegedly continued 
her friendship with Prakash 
even after her marriage to 
Mahesh Nayak. Sources fur-
ther claim that she had ex-
tended financial assistance to 
Prakash, which was reported-
ly used to purchase a JCB 
earthmover machine. This 
aspect is being verified as part 
of the financial trail analysis 
in the case.

Police officials have not yet 
confirmed how these associa-
tions directly relate to the 
murder investigation, but they 
stated that all personal, finan-
cial, and social links of the 
accused are being examined 
to establish motive, influence, 
or any possible conspiracy. 
The relevance of social media 
activity and monetary transac-
tions is also being assessed 
carefully.

Authorities reiterated that 
the investigation is still ongo-
ing and that conclusions will 
be drawn only after a thor-
ough examination of evi-
dence. Meanwhile, the case 
continues to attract public at-
tention in Siddapur and sur-
rounding areas, as more de-
tails about Suchitra’s life and 
relationships gradually come 
to the fore during the course 
of the probe.
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QUICK READ
Auditors’ Appointment 

Mandatory for 
Cooperative Societies

Sudhakar seeks 
additional water 

to fill 16 lakes

Vijayapura
The Joint Director of the 

Audit Department has is-
sued an important notice 
to all registered coopera-

tive societies in Vijayapura 
district, instructing them 
to complete the appoint-
ment of auditors for the 
financial year 2025–26 

without delay. According 
to the notification, coop-

erative societies that have 
not yet finalised auditors 
for the annual audit must 
do so within seven days 

from the date of publica-
tion of the notice. The de-

cision regarding the ap-
pointment of auditors or 

audit firms must be taken 
in the society’s general 
body meeting and ap-

proved as per prescribed 
procedures. The notice 
clearly states that after 
appointing the auditor, 

the concerned coopera-
tive society must submit 

the details to the Joint Di-
rector’s office of the Audit 

Department.

Chitradurga
In view of the severe wa-
ter crisis affecting Hiriyur 

taluk, Planning and Statis-
tics Minister and District 

In-charge Minister D. Sud-
hakar has urged the state 
government to reallocate 

additional water to fill 
lakes in the drought-prone 
Javangondanahalli hobli. 

He submitted a formal 
proposal to Minor Irriga-

tion and Groundwater De-
velopment Minister N. S. 

Boseraju, seeking immedi-
ate action. The proposal 
was submitted during a 

meeting held at Vidhana 
Soudha in Bengaluru. In 
his letter, Sudhakar re-

quested the reallocation 
of an additional 0.107 

TMC of water, increasing 
the total allocation to 

0.307 TMC, to fill 16 lakes 
in Javangondanahalli ho-
bli and the Gayatri reser-

voir, primarily to meet 
drinking water needs.

Change of name 
 I, J THYAGARAJA son of T 

JAYARAMA NAIDU, residing at 
door no.1323, Amogham Mahal, 

Kaveri Extension, Doddaballapura, 
Bengaluru Rural - 561203, 

Karnataka, India, do hereby declare 
that I have changed my name to J 
THYAGARAJ and shall here after 
be known as J THYAGARAJ for 
all purposes. Sworn before me 
B.K.G. Raju Advocate & Notary 
Doddaballapura at 09.02.2026.

IN THE COURT OF THE II ADDL CIVIL JUDGE 
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C.Misc No.969/2025
PETITIONERS: Smt.Lakshmamma W/o 
Late Krishnappa Aged about 53 years R/
at Gejjagadahalli village Madure Hobali, 
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural District V/S
RESPONDENT: Register of Birth and Deaths Rep. 
by the Thasildar Doddaballapur, Doddaballapur 
Taluk

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners above named have filed 
above for the relief of registering death certificate 
of their Husband of petitioner namely Sri.
Krishnappa S/o Late Eerappa died on 17-05-2005 
resident of Gejjagadahalli Village, Madure Hobli, 
Doddaballapura Taluk, and any person/s who are 
interested to be present before the Hon'ble court 
on 13.03.2026 at 11-00 a.m to contest the case 
and intend to relay in support of there defense. 
Take notice that in default of appearance on the 
day before mentioned the case will be here and 
determined in the absence.
Give under my hand and seal of the court on this 
10.02.2026.

By order of the court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl Civil Judge & 

JMFC Doddaballapur
Advocate for petitionerd: Prakasha.C, Advocate
Doddaballapur

I, ABDUL AZEEEZ AKRAM 
PASHA, S/o. Abdul Jaleel, 

Resident of No.48/B, 9th Cross, 
Pipe Line, J P Nagar Sarakki 
Iliyas Nagar, J P Nagar Post, 

Bengaluru-560078, have 
changed my name to AKRAM 
PASHA, Vide Affidavit Dated: 

09.02.2026 before notary 
LAKSHMAIAH, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, SALMA BANO, residing 
at No 624, 2nd Floor, 28th 

Main, 31st Cross, Near 
Masjid Islamia, Tilak Nagar, 

Bengaluru-560041, have 
changed my name to SALMA 
BANO FAZIULLA HUSSAIN, 

vide affidavit dated: 09.02.2026, 
before Notary N.NAGAPPA, 

Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHABANA BEGUM, W/o, 
Mudassir Ahmed, residing at 
No 1134, Abdul Rahim Road, 
New Town, Bangarpet, Kolar 
District-563114,have changed 
my name to FAZALUNISSA, 

vide affidavit dated: 
09.02.2026, before Notary 
N.NAGAPPA, Bangalore.

NAME CHANGE

To place a classified 
ad contact:  

080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

SC–ST reservation should 
match population: Former MP
Former MP Ugrappa demanded an increase in SC–ST reservation proportional 

to population, stressing constitutional justice and equality
TUMKUR

Former Member of Parlia-
ment Ugrappa has urged the 
government to enhance 
Scheduled Caste (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribe (ST) reserva-
tion in proportion to their 
population, asserting that so-
c ia l  jus t ice  cannot  be 
achieved without equitable 
representation. He made this 
demand while addressing a 
gathering in the city on Mon-
day, highlighting long-pend-
ing concerns of marginalised 
communities.

Speaking to the public, 
Ugrappa said that despite con-
stitutional safeguards, SC and 
ST communities continue to 
face social, economic, and ed-
ucational disadvantages. He 
argued that reservation poli-
cies must reflect current pop-
ulation data rather than out-
dated figures, so that benefits 
reach those who are still de-
prived of equal opportunities. 

Reservation is not charity; it 
is a constitutional right meant 
to correct historical injustice, 
he stated.

The former MP pointed out 
that population growth among 
SC–ST communities has not 
been matched with a corre-
sponding increase in reserva-
tion in education, employ-
ment, and political represen-
tation. As a result, many eligi-
ble candidates are denied op-
portunities, he said. Ugrappa 
stressed that proportional 
reservation would strengthen 

inclusive development and 
ensure fair participation of 
marginalised sections in na-
tion-building.

He also criticised what he 
described as attempts to dilute 
reservation policies and divert 
attention from core issues af-
fecting Dalits and Adivasis. 
Ugrappa warned that weaken-
ing reservation would further 
widen social inequality and 
undermine the spirit of the 
Constitution framed by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar.

Addressing youth from SC–

ST communities, he encour-
aged them to stay united, pur-
sue education, and actively 
participate in democratic 
movements to safeguard their 
rights. He said awareness and 
collective action are essential 
to pressurise governments 
into implementing progres-
sive and just policies.

Several social activists and 
community leaders present at 
the event echoed Ugrappa’s 
views, calling for an updated 
caste census to accurately as-
sess population figures. They 
demanded immediate steps to 
revise reservation limits based 
on scientific data and consti-
tutional principles.

The programme concluded 
with a call for sustained dem-
ocratic struggle to ensure so-
cial justice. Participants reit-
erated that increasing SC–ST 
reservation in line with popu-
lation is crucial for achieving 
equality, dignity, and inclu-
sive growth in society.

Sri Guru Revanasiddeshwara 
Jatre Mahotsava to Be Held 

on February 15 and 16
TUMKUR

The much-awaited Sri Guru 
Revanasiddeshwara Jatre Ma-
hotsava will be held on Feb-
ruary 15 and 16 at DM Palya 
village in Tumakuru district, 
according to information re-
leased by the organisers. The 
religious and cultural festival 
is expected to draw large 
numbers of devotees from Tu-
makuru and neighbouring dis-
tricts.

Sri Guru Revanasiddesh-
wara is revered by devotees 
as a symbol of spiritual guid-
ance, social harmony, and de-
votion. The annual jatre is 
traditionally organised with 
great devotion and enthusi-
asm, reflecting the deep-root-
ed faith of the local commu-
nity. Preparations for the fes-
tival are currently underway, 
with villagers actively partic-
ipating in arrangements to 
ensure smooth conduct of the 
event. As per the programme 
schedule, special poojas, 
abhisheka, and alankara of the 
deity will be performed on 
both days. Devotees will be 
given the opportunity to offer 
prayers and seek blessings 
throughout the festival. Reli-
gious discourses and devo-
tional programmes are also 
planned as part of the celebra-
tions, highlighting the teach-
ings and spiritual significance 
of Sri Guru Revanasiddesh-
wara.

In addition to religious ritu-
als, the jatre will feature cul-
tural programmes, including 
folk music, traditional dance 
performances, and other local 
art forms. Temporary stalls 
selling food items, devotional 
articles, toys, and household 
goods are expected to add to 

the festive atmosphere, mak-
ing the jatre a major social 
gathering for the region.

The organising committee 
has stated that necessary ar-
rangements are being made 
for crowd management, 
drinking water, sanitation, and 
basic medical facilities for 
devotees. Volunteers will be 
deployed to assist pilgrims, 
while coordination with local 
authorities is being ensured to 
maintain law and order during 
the event.

Devotees from nearby vil-
lages have been invited to 
participate in the Sri Guru Re-
vanasiddeshwara Jatre Mahot-
sava and make the occasion a 
grand success. Organisers 
have appealed to the public to 
cooperate with arrangements 
and follow guidelines to en-
sure a peaceful and spiritually 
enriching celebration.

The two-day jatre at DM 
Palya is expected to strength-
en community bonding while 
preserving traditional reli-
gious practices that have been 
followed for generations in 
the Tumakuru region.

The annual Sri Guru 
Revanasiddeshwara 
Jatre Mahotsava will 
be celebrated at DM 
Palya on February 15 

and 16

Sharanas’ Contribution to Building an Egalitarian 
Society Is Immense: K.E. Chidanandappa

BALLARI

The contribution of Kayaka 
Sharanas in creating an egali-
tarian society by awakening 
people through vachanas 
against superstition, caste sys-
tem, and inequality is im-
mense, said K. E. Chidanan-
dappa, Chairman of the Dis-
trict Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Authority. He 
was inaugurating the Kayaka 
Sharanas Jayanti programme 
organised on Tuesday at the 
Hongirana Auditorium of the 
Cultural Complex on Dr. Ra-
jkumar Road in Ballari.

The programme was jointly 
organised by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment, and Ballari City Corpo-
ration. Addressing the gather-
ing, Chidanandappa said that 
during the 12th century, 
casteism, inequality, and fa-
vouritism were widespread. 

The Sharanas, through the 
Vachana movement, high-
lighted the dignity of labour 
and set an example of sacri-
fice and service, which re-
mains relevant even today.

He said the state govern-
ment celebrates the Jayanti of 
great Sharanas such as Mada-
ra Chennayya, Samagara 
H a r a l a y y a ,  M a d a r a 
Dhoolayya, Dohara Kak-
kayya, and Urilinga Peddi to 
remember their commitment 
to equality and Kayaka. Chi-
danandappa added that the 
present government is also 
following Basavadi Sharana 
ideals by implementing five 
guarantee schemes under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister D. K. Shivaku-
mar, aimed at empowering 
women and uplifting op-
pressed sections.

Delivering a special lecture, 
writer N. D. Venkamma de-

scribed the 12th century as a 
golden era of social, cultural, 
and literary revolution in Kar-
nataka. She said Basavanna 
and the Sharanas eradicated 
caste and gender discrimina-
tion through vachanas, up-
holding equality, Kayaka, and 
Dasoha principles. Retired 
lecturer Sushila Shirur D. N. 
highlighted the contributions 
of Sharaneyaras (women Sha-

ranas) in dismantling social 
inequalities.

The programme included 
recitation of the Preamble of 
the Indian Constitution and a 
Vachana music performance 
by M. Raju Emmiganur’s 
troupe from Kampli taluk. As-
sistant Director of the Kanna-
da and Culture Department B. 
Nagaraj, teachers, students, 
and the public were present.

Dr. Sharan Prakash R. Patil showcased Karnataka’s healthcare progress at WHX Dubai, calling for global collaboration

Dr. Patil Highlights Karnataka’s Healthcare Advances at WHX Dubai 2026
BENGALURU

Sharan Prakash R. Patil, Kar-
nataka’s Minister for Medical 
Education, Skill Develop-
ment, Entrepreneurship, and 
Livelihood, highlighted the 
state’s rapid advancements in 
medical education and health-
care delivery at the World 
Health Exhibition (WHX) 
Dubai 2026.

Addressing the internation-
al gathering, Dr. Patil urged 
the global health community 
to work together to build 
stronger, healthier nations. 
Emphasising inclusivity in 
healthcare, he said there 
should be no barriers or bor-
ders when addressing human-
ity’s health challenges, adding 

that a healthier population is 
fundamental to national 
growth and stability.

The three-day WHX Dubai 
2026 has brought together 
more than 4,800 exhibitors 
from over 180 countries, rep-
resenting major health-
care-technology markets 
worldwide. The exhibition 
features cutting-edge medical 
devices, imaging and diagnos-
tic solutions, healthcare IT, 
digital health platforms, hos-
pital infrastructure, and allied 
services. Alongside the exhi-
bition, several CME-accredit-
ed conferences, boot camps, 
and expert-led stages are fo-
cusing on breakthrough re-
search, artificial intelligence, 
telehealth, and sustainable 

healthcare models. Organisers 
expect nearly 270,000 profes-
sional visits, with participa-
tion from buyers, healthcare 
leaders, and decision-makers, 
and at least 33 international 
pavilions, including strong 

representation from China, 
Germany, the United States, 
and the United Kingdom.

During his visit, Dr. Patil 
toured the booth of Aster DM 
Healthcare, where he appreci-
ated the organisation’s inte-

grated healthcare model and 
its extensive presence across 
the GCC and India. Azad 
Moopen and Alisha Moopen 
briefed the minister on Aster’s 
comprehensive ecosystem 
covering primary, secondary, 
tertiary, and quaternary care, 
supported by advanced digital 
health initiatives. UAE Health 
and Prevention Minister 
Ahmed Al Sayegh was also 
present during the interaction.

Later in the day, Dr. Patil in-
augurated Thumbay Medicity 
at the renowned Thumbay 
Medical Centre, in the presence 
of Thumbay Moideen, Founder 
President of Thumbay Group, 
and U. T. Ifthikar, Chairperson 
of the Karnataka State Allied 
Healthcare Council.

Lakshmi Hebbalkar Submits 
Key Survey Reports to CM

BENGALURU

Minister for Women and 
Child Development Lakshmi 
Hebbalkar on Tuesday sub-
mitted two important survey 
reports to Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah at Shakti Bhavan 
in Bengaluru. The reports in-
clude the survey findings on 
gender minorities and the 
re-survey of former Devadasi 
women, aimed at strengthen-
ing welfare interventions for 
marginalised sections.

The submission of these re-
ports marks a significant step 
towards evidence-based poli-
cymaking for inclusive social 
development. The gender mi-
norities survey provides com-
prehensive data on the so-
cio-economic conditions, 
challenges, and welfare needs 
of transgender and other gen-
der-diverse communities 
across the state. Similarly, the 
re-survey of former Devadasi 
women is expected to help the 
government reassess existing 
rehabilitation measures and 
identify gaps in education, 
livelihood, housing, and 
healthcare support.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah reviewed the reports 
and discussed their key find-
ings with senior officials. He 
emphasised the need to trans-
late survey insights into effec-
tive policies and targeted 

schemes to ensure dignity, 
security, and sustainable live-
lihoods for the beneficiaries. 
The government, he said, re-
mains committed to social 
justice and inclusive growth.

Senior officials present 
during the submission includ-
ed Chief Secretary Shalini 
Rajneesh, Women and Child 
Development Department 
Secretary Shamla Iqbal, Man-
aging Director of the Women 
Development Corporation 
Mahesh Babu, and the Minis-
ter’s Special Duty Officer B. 
H. Nishchal.

Officials briefed the Chief 
Minister on the methodology 
adopted for the surveys and 
the preliminary recommenda-
tions proposed. The reports 
are expected to guide future 
programmes, budget alloca-
tions, and monitoring mecha-
nisms to ensure that benefits 
reach the intended groups ef-
fectively.

The Women and Child De-
velopment Department stated 
that the findings would be an-
alysed in detail and followed 
by inter-departmental consul-
tations to design comprehen-
sive action plans. The initia-
tive reflects the state govern-
ment’s continued focus on 
inclusive governance and ad-
dressing long-standing social 
inequalities through data-driv-
en decision-making.

Financial Literacy Week Launched, CEO 
Dr. Akash S. Calls for KYC Awareness

CHITRADURGA

The district-wide Financial Literacy 
Week campaign was formally 
launched on Tuesday at the District 
Panchayat office in Chitradurga. Dis-
trict Panchayat Chief Executive Offi-
cer Dr. Akash S. inaugurated the cam-
paign by unveiling the official poster 
of the Financial Literacy Week, or-
ganised jointly by the District Pancha-
yat and the Lead Bank. Speaking on 
the occasion, Dr. Akash S. highlighted 
the importance of financial awareness 
in today’s digital and banking-driven 
economy. He emphasised that updat-
ing KYC (Know Your Customer) de-
tails is extremely important for all 
bank account holders. He said the 
public must be aware of procedures 
such as e-KYC and c-KYC, their ben-
efits, and how they help ensure secure 
and seamless financial transactions.

Dr. Akash S. called upon officials 
and bankers to actively create aware-
ness among citizens during Financial 
Literacy Week and make the campaign 
a success. He stressed that proper KYC 
compliance not only prevents fraud but 
also ensures uninterrupted access to 
banking services, government benefits, 
and digital payment platforms.

Lead Bank Manager Raghavendra M. 
spoke about the various initiatives 
planned during the week, including 
awareness camps, customer interactions, 
and outreach programmes in urban and 
rural areas. He said special focus would 
be given to educating senior citizens, 
farmers, women self-help groups, and 
students about basic banking practices. 
Also present at the programme was Re-
serve Bank of India Regional Manager 
Jagannath, who underlined the role of 
financial literacy in strengthening the 
overall banking system. 
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Job no. 1041/83 Client: PWD, Hassan  Size: 11x2

Government of Karnataka
The Executive Engineer, Public Works
Department, Hassan Division, Hassan.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWD,
Hassan Division, Hassan.

Tender is invited by the Public Works Department on behalf
of the Governor of Karnataka, as per Karnataka Transparency
in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000, Standard
Tender Document KW-2, KW-3 & KW-4 from the eligible
registered Contractors of Karnataka PWD and the contractors
belonging to Scheduled caste, Scheduled Tribe, Category-I &
Category-2(A) shall be domicile of the State of Karnataka for
more than 10 years. Tenders Invited through E-Procurement
for total Number of 28 Works under PWD Hassan Division
jurisdiction. In that 01 work reserved for Scheduled caste
Contractors and 01work reserved for Category-2(A)
Contractors. The minimum Estimated Amount is Rs.30.00
Lakhs and maximum Estimated Amount is Rs.620.00 Lakhs.
The Amount Mentioned in Tender Notification is Sanctioned
Estimated Cost, but EMD & Class of Contractor is considered
based on Amount put to tender which Excludes GST & Other
Charges. Last date & time for the works is Date: 20.02.2026
@ 4:00 PM For more details visit https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact this office through Phone
No. 08172-268437 or in person during office hours.

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 36/2025-
26, Dated: 06.02.2026

ªÁ¸Á À̧AE/» À̧¤/ºÁ À̧£À/1038/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

No: EE/PWD/HSN/JE-3/2025-26/                       DATED: 06.02.2026

ÊæãÖÜÃÜá ÊÜÞw¨Ü IoíÊÝÃÜá PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° ÓÜÖÝ¿áPÜ PÝ¿áì±ÝÆPÜ 

Cíi¯¿áÃ…, ®Üí. 1, Çæãà.C. ̈ ÜQÒ| E±ÜË»ÝWÜ, ̧ æíWÜÙÜãÃÜá ÃÜÊÜÃÜá ̧ æíWÜÙÜãÃÜá 

Pæàí¨ÜÅ PÝÃÝWÜêÖÜ¨Ü BÊÜÃÜ|¨ÜÈÉÃÜáÊÜ PÜáw¿ááÊÜ ¯àÃÜá ÍÜá©œàPÜÃÜ| ZoPÜ 

(RO PLANT) ¨Ü ÊÝÑìPÜ ¯ÊÜìÖÜOæ PÝÊÜáWÝÄ¿á Aí¨Ýgá ±Üqr¿á®Üá° 

ñÜ¿ÞÄÓÜÆá AWÜñÜÂËÃÜáÊÜ ¨ÜÃÜÓÜãbWæ D PÜdæàÄÀáí¨Ü PÜ®ÝìoPÜ 

±ÝÃÜ¨ÜÍÜìPÜñæ ÓÝÊÜìg¯PÜ ÓÜíWÜÅÖÜOæ A—¯¿áÊÜá&2000 ÃÜ®ÜÌ¿á 

PævÜŸãÉ$Â&1ÃÜ ¯¿áÊÜáWÜÙÜíñæ PÜ®ÝìoPÜ ÇæãàPæãà±ÜÁãàX CÇÝTæ¿áÈÉ 

®æãàí¨ÝÀáñÜÃÝ¨Ü AÖÜì WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÄí¨Ü/ AÖÜì ÓÜíÓæ§WÜÚí¨Ü ËÎÐÜr 

ËÊÜÃÜOæÁãí©Wæ ÖÝWÜã ÓÜí±Üä|ì ËÊÜÃÜOæÁãí©Wæ ¨ÜÃÜWÜÙÜ®Üá° ¯àvÜÆá 

PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° BÖÝÌ¯ÓÜÇÝX¨æ. ËÊÜÃÜ PæÙÜPÜívÜí£Êæ:

WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÃÜá/AÖÜì ÓÜíÓæ§WÜÙÜá ÆPæãàpæ¿á ÊæáàÇÝ½WÜ¨ÜÈÉ PÝÊÜáWÝÄ¿á 

ÖæÓÜÃÜá ÊÜáñÜá¤ ËÙÝÓÜÊÜ®Üá° ®ÜÊÜáã©Ô ÊæãÖÜÃÜá ÊÜÞw¨Ü ÆPæãàpæ¿áÈÉ 

PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° ÓÜÈÉÓÜáÊÜâ¨Üá. (1) Description of work: Annual 
service and yearly maintenance contract for RO water plant, 
including consumables such as Activated carbon 200kgs, 
Multi grade sand media 700kgs, Micron cartridge 5mic/20 
jumbo 24 Nos., anti scalant for members (5x12) 60 kgs, RO 
cleaning chemical (6 times) etc., for one 300-LPh Plant AMC 
Charges includes removal, Replacement sand and activated 
carbon from sand and activated carbon filter, chemical 
servicing of RO membrane (once in every 2 months), Raw 
water pump Checking/servicing, (if required) for optimizing 
power & flow. Checking of flow rate of membrane & TDS on 
site, PH booster (5kg per month), Water analysis test charges 
every month, High pressure pump Checking/servicing, (if 
required) to optimize power & flow, Anti scaling dosing 
chemical (As per requirement) replenishing. Cleaning of raw 
water and product water tanks regularly. (Record for above 
process to be maintained at the plant). Changing of micron 
cartridges every month, monthly visit for routine and 
Furnishing reports of water quality and emergency trouble 
shooting withing 12hrs. of complaint, the plant should be 
maintained periodically as instructed by Engineer in charge of 
the work including cost and conveyance of all Materials, 
labour for all items of work, machinery and equipments and all 
other incidental charges with all the lead and lift, loading and 
unloading charges etc., complete and the work shall be 
executed as per standards and directions of the users 
Department and Engineer in charge of the work..... Including 
all lead, lifts, loading, unloading, transportation, labour hire 
charges of machinery curing for concrete works cost and 
convence of all material and all other such incidental charges 
necessary for successful completion of works as per the 
detailed technical specification and direction of Engineer in 
charge of this work. PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° ÔÌàPÜÄÓÜÆá ¯WÜ©WæãÚÔÃÜáÊÜ 

Pæã®æ¿á ©®ÝíPÜ: 15.02.2026ÃÜ ÓÜíhæ 4.30 WÜípæ¿áÊÜÃæWæ. Caæf¿ááÙÜÛ 

WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÃÜá/AÖÜì ÓÜíÓæ§WÜÙÜá ÊæáàÇÝR~Ô¨Ü AíÍÜWÜÚWæ D PæÙÜX®Ü 

ÐÜÃÜñÜá¤WÜÚWæ JÙÜ±Üoár PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° ¯WÜ©ñÜ ÓÜÊÜá¿á¨æãÙÜWÝX  

ÊÜáá¨Ýªí A¥ÜÜÊÝ ±æäàÓÜrÇ… ÊÜáãÆPÜ D PÜdæàÄWæ ÓÜÈÉÓÜáÊÜâ¨Üá. ÐÜÃÜñÜá¤WÜÙÜá: 

(1) WÜá£¤Wæ¨ÝÃÜÃÜá/AÖÜì ÓÜíÓæ§WÜÙÜá PæãpæàÍÜ®…®ÜÈÉ ¨ÜÃÜWÜÙÜ®Üá° 

®ÜÊÜáã©ÓÜáÊÜâ¨ÜPæR Êæã¨ÜÆá ÓÜ§ÙÜÊÜ®Üá° PÜvÝx¿áÊÝX ËàPÜÒOæ ÊÜÞvÜñÜPÜR¨Üáª 

ÖÝWÜã Öæbc®Ü ËÊÜÃÜWÜÙæà®Ý¨ÜÃÜã ¸æàPÝ¨ÜÈÉ PÜdæàÄ ÊæàÙæ¿áÈÉ 

±Üvæ¿áŸÖÜá¨Üá. (2) PæãpæàÍÜ®…WÜÙÜ®Üá° ÓÜÈÉÓÜáÊÝWÜ ¨ÜÃÜWÜÙÜ®Üá° (AíQ¿áÈÉ 

ÊÜáñÜá¤ APÜÒÃÜWÜÙÜÈÉ) ÓÜ³ÐÜrÊÝX PÝ~ÓÜáÊÜíñæ ®ÜÊÜáã©Ô ÓÜÈÉÓÜáÊÜâ¨Üá ÖÝWÜã 

i.GÓ….q. ¨ÜÃÜÊÜ®Üá° ±ÜÅñæÂàPÜÊÝX ®ÜÊÜáã©ÓÜáÊÜâ¨Üá.

ÓÜ×/& PÝ¿áì±ÝÆPÜ A¼¿áíñÜÃÜÃÜá

ÊÝÓÝÓÜíC/E¯&Ô.²/5563/PæGÓ…GíÔG/2025&26

PÝ¿áì±ÝÆPÜ Cíi¯¿áÃ…, ÇæãàPæãà±ÜÁãàX CÇÝTæ, 

¸æíWÜÙÜãÃÜá Ë»ÝWÜ, 2®æà ÊÜáÖÜw, Çæãà.C. ±ÜäÃÜPÜ PÜorvÜ, 

Pæ.BÃ…. ÊÜêñÜ¤™, ¸æíWÜÙÜãÃÜá&1. ¨Üã.ÓÜí.: 080&22133370
ÓÜíTæÂ: PÝC/ÇæãàC/¸æíË/GC.2/2025&26 ©®ÝíPÜ: 05.02.2026

¨ÜÃÜÓÜãb ±ÜÅPÜoOæ

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi

No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-1/TENDER/2025-26/6910      DATE: 09/02/2026  

Short term E-Tender Notification

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has 
invited item wise e-Tenders from Registration in KPWD 
Department authorized by Karnataka Government for the 
works coming under the jurisdiction of Chikodi PWD Division 
47 works under head of account 4059-SCP (CMIDP) and 19 
works under head of account 4059-TSP (CMIDP), Totally 66 
No. of works, amount put to tender is minimum of Rs. 6.40 
Lakhs and maximum of Rs. 80.00 Lakhs.

Calendar of events:1)Last date for queries & clarifications : 
16-02-2026up to 5.30 PM, 2)Last Date of Receipt of Bids : 18-
02-2026up to 5.00 PM,3)Date of opening of Technical bids 
(Two Cover System): 20-02-2026at 4.30 PM, 4)Date of 
opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval 
of Technical bids”, 5)If no bid received auto extension will be 
done by e-proc itself for 2 days.

For more information & forms of tender can be 
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in& departmental 
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected 
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division 
Chikkodi during working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1808/KSMCA/2025-26

HARISHA .S, Advocate
# 1479. DRLS PLAZA. 

UNION BANK BUILDING. T DASARAHALLI,  
Bengaluru-560057.  Mob No. 9060950265.

Notice is hereby given to public at large Mr.Ravi 
C  S/o. Chinswamy, Residing at #42, 6th Cross, 
Chikka Basavannapura, Bangalore Nor th, 
Bangalore Karnataka - 560049. He has lost the 
Hakku Patra of Doc No. L.N.D/SR 19/1975-76 
dated on 26-01-1976 he has lost at Near 
Tin factory bus stop Accordingly he has lodged 
the complainant on Bangalore City Police 
with E-Lost dated 10/02/2026 Repor t 
No.2055993/2026.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that piece and 
parcel of the Property bearing Site No.19, Katha 
No.83, Property No.1, Ward No. 53, Situated at 
Basavanapura Village, Krishnarajapura Hobli, 
Bangalore East Taluk, Measuring East to West : 
30 feet and Nor th to South 40 feet, in all 
measuring 1200 Sq,ft bounded on East by: 
Property No.1, West by: Site No.6, North by: 
Road,  South by: Site No.20. If anyone nding 
the aforesaid document is hereby requested to 
handover the same to our ofce at the address 
mentioned hereunder.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TENDER CORRIGENDUM NOTIFICATION

Ref :-This office Short Term Tender Notification No.EE/MID/VJP/ AE-4/4702/TND/2025-
26/4124, Dated:29/01/2026.
With respect to above cited reference, vide this office tender notification were issued for a 
total of Three(3) works  under 4702-SCP Head of Account from this division. Out of these, the 
time schedule of the “Construction of a Series of Bandar/Barrages/Bridge-Cum-Barrages 
across the Local Nala to Provide Irrigation Facilities Benefiting Scheduled Caste Farmers 
near Mannur and Nagwad Villages in Basavan Bagewadi Taluk of Vijayapura District” work 
are postponed due to technical reason, the invited tenders publishing dates further  
mentioned below:
CALENDER OF EVENTS :-
1) Pre-bid Meeting Date and Time : 13.02.2026 at 11:00 Hours.
2) Last Date and Time for Tender Queries/Clarifications : 17.02.2026 at 17:30 Hours.
3) Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders : 18.02.2026 at 17:30 Hours.
4) Date and Time for Opening of Technical Bid : 20.02.2026 at 17:30 Hours.
5) Date and Time for Opening of Financial Bid : After obtaining approval to the  technical bid 
from Competent Authority. 

Job No-690  3x10

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/«dAiÀÄ¥ÀÄgÀ/688/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
M.I & G.W.D.D. DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
MI & GWDD Division, Vijayapur

  No.MI&GWDDD/VJP/AE-4/4702/CORRIGENDUM/2025-26/4271                  Date: 09.02.2026

French Prez Macron in India 
next week for AI Summit

President Macron and PM Modi will hold talks to strengthen the India-France 
Strategic Partnership under the Horizon 2047 Roadmap

NEW DELHI
 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron will visit India from 
February 17 to 19 at the invi-
tation of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. 

During the visit, he will 
participate in the India AI Im-
pact Summit in New Delhi, 
the first global AI summit 
hosted in the Global South. 

The summit will focus on 
policy, research, industry, and 
public engagement, bringing 
together global leaders, inno-
vators, and experts to discuss 
AI for governance, innova-
tion, and sustainable develop-
ment.

As part of his trip, President 
Macron and PM Modi will 

hold talks to strengthen the 
India-France Strategic Part-
nership under the Horizon 
2047 Roadmap. They will 
jointly inaugurate the In-
dia-France Year of Innovation 
2026 in Mumbai, an initiative 
promoting innovation, re-
search, technology, and peo-

ple-to-people exchanges 
throughout the year.

The summit, held from 
February 16 to 20 at Bharat 
Mandapam, will include the 
India AI Impact Expo cover-
ing 70,000 square metres with 
over 300 exhibitors from 30 
countries. The event will ex-

plore AI’s practical applica-
tions, highlighting transitions 
from research to large-scale 
deployment. Anchored on the 
themes of People, Planet, and 
Progress, the Summit reflects 
India’s development-focused 
AI approach aligned with the 
IndiaAI Mission and Digital 
India Initiative.

This visit follows PM Mo-
di’s February 2025 trip to 
France and demonstrates the 
deep trust and strategic align-
ment between the two coun-
tries. Leaders will also dis-
cuss regional and global is-
sues, including Indo-Pacific 
cooperation, underscoring 
their shared commitment to 
technology, innovation, and 
sustainable development.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

Joshi criticizes Cong over 
objectionable posters

NEW DELHI
 

Union Minister for New and Renewable Ener-
gy, Prahlad Joshi, sharply criticized Congress 
MPs for displaying objectionable posters 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi inside 
Parliament. Speaking during the discussion on 
the President’s speech, Joshi called the act a 
deliberate provocation rather than a debate or 
protest. He said that such behavior crossed all 
limits and violated the dignity of the House.

Joshi targeted Congress leadership, saying 
the act showed how far Rahul Gandhi and his 
party have stooped. He linked this provocation 
to broader criticism of Congress governance, 
particularly in Karnataka, where he alleged the 
state treasury was emptied under CM Siddara-
maiah’s rule. Joshi claimed this mismanage-
ment stalled development and discouraged 
investors.

He also highlighted past national security 
concerns, alleging that senior Congress leaders 
failed to act decisively after the 26/11 Mumbai 
attacks and held secret meetings with Chinese 
officials during Indian soldiers’ confrontations 
with the PLA. Joshi argued that such policies 
weakened India’s global stature and strategic 
positions for short-term political gains.

In contrast, Joshi praised Prime Minister 
Modi’s leadership, stating that India now en-
gages globally with strength, clarity, and con-
fidence. He urged Congress to stop unneces-
sary bickering and acknowledge the progress 
made under the current government.

The minister emphasized that every Member 
of Parliament has a duty to maintain the re-
spect and decorum of the House, and provoc-
ative acts like these only harm the parliamen-
tary system. Joshi’s comments underline the 
continuing tensions between ruling and oppo-
sition parties and reflect the growing focus on 
discipline, governance, and national image 
within Parliament.

Ex-FS Shringla 
warns rise of 
extremism in 

B’desh
NEW DELHI

 
Former Foreign Secre-
tary and Rajya Sabha 
MP Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla warned of the 
gradual erosion of sec-
ularism and the rise of 
extremism in Bangla-
desh. 

Speaking at a book 
discussion on Seeds of 
Hate: Bangladesh’s 
Extremist Surge, host-
ed by the Vivekananda 
International Founda-
tion, Shringla said 
these developments 
are rooted in decades 
of historical patterns 
rather than recent po-
litical events.

He emphasized that 
the book documents 
long-term political 
structures and ideolog-
ical trends, highlight-
ing extremist organisa-
tions like Jamaat-e-Is-
lami Bangladesh as 
historically grounded 
actors rather than ab-
stract symbols. Shring-
la noted that extrem-
ism has grown through 
“quiet accommoda-
tion,” selective forget-
ting, and rehabilitation 
of anti-Liberation War 
forces, rather than sud-
den disruptions.

Drawing from his 
experience as India’s 
High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh, Shringla 
said the country was 
founded on a secular, 
democratic vision, re-
jecting communal pol-
itics in favor of a citi-
zenship-based identity. 
He cautioned against 
focusing only on im-
mediate events such as 
protests, elections, or 
the upcoming Febru-
ary 12 national elec-
tions and constitutional 
referendum. Instead, 
extremism must be un-
derstood as a product 
of decades-long accu-
mulation of ideas, po-
litical habits, and or-
ganisational structures.

f¯Áè¢üPÁj ºÁUÀÆ f¯Áè zÀAqÁ¢üPÁjAiÀÄªÀgÀ 
PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ

GqÀÄ¦ f¯Éè, GqÀÄ¦

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
(Karnataka Public Procurement Portal OCD)

GqÀÄ¦ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ Cl¯ï fÃ d£À¸ÉßÃ» PÉÃAzÀæUÀ½UÉ ºÉÆgÀUÀÄwÛUÉ DzsÁgÀzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É 23 
qÁmÁ JAnæ C¥ÀgÉÃlgÀÄUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¸ÀA§AzsÀ C¢üPÀÈvÀªÁV ªÀiÁ£ÀåvÉ ¥ÀqÉzÀ 
ºÉÆgÀUÀÄwÛUÉ KeÉ¤ìAiÀÄªÀjAzÀ ̧ À«ªÀgÀªÁzÀ zÀgÀ¥ÀnÖ DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. mÉAqÀ ̧ À°è¸À®Ä 
PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 17.02.2026 gÀAzÀÄ C¥ÀgÁºÀß 5:30 WÀAmÉ. ªÀiÁ»wUÁV 
PÀbÉÃj zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ¸ÀASÉå: 0820-2574924/925 ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ . 
mÉAqÀjUÉ ¸ÀA§A¢ü¹zÀ «ªÀgÀªÀ£ÀÄß D£ï¯ÉÊ£ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ mÉAqÀgï ¸ÀASÉå : RD/2025-26 /SE0511 £À°è 
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NEW DELHI
 

China’s BRICS Sherpa and Vice For-
eign Minister Ma Zhaoxu attended 
the first BRICS Sherpa meeting in 
New Delhi. 

The meeting focused on strengthen-
ing BRICS cooperation and preparing 
for the 18th BRICS Summit. Ma 
highlighted President Xi Jinping’s vi-
sion for high-quality development 
within BRICS, emphasizing peace, 
innovation, green development, jus-
tice, and closer people-to-people ex-
changes.

Chinese Ambassador Xu Feihong 
said China is ready to work with In-
dia, the BRICS chair for 2026, and 
other member countries to deepen 
practical cooperation, improve work-
ing mechanisms, and uphold interna-

tional fairness. Participants ex-
changed views on key priorities for 
BRICS cooperation and discussed 
major events planned for the year.

India’s BRICS Sherpa, Sudhakar 
Dalela, outlined the country’s priori-
ties based on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s vision, focusing on a 
“people-centric” and “humanity-first” 
approach, under the theme “Building 
for Resilience, Innovation, Coopera-
tion and Sustainability.”

Belarus participated as a partner 
country for the first time, represented 
by Ambassador M. Kasko. He con-
veyed a message from Belarus Presi-
dent expressing confidence that In-
dia’s chairmanship will mark a year 
of new achievements and further 
progress for BRICS, strengthening its 
role as a major global organization.

China’s vice-foreign min attends 
BRICS Sherpa Meet
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India enforces new IT rules to combat AI misinformation
 Continued from page 1
 

The Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology 
(MeitY) on Tuesday notified 
strict new rules regulating ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and 
synthetically generated con-
tent (SGI) in India. The 
amended framework classifies 
several types of AI content as 
illegal, bringing them under 
existing online offence laws.

Under the rules, AI content 
involving sexual abuse mate-
rial, non-consensual intimate 
images, obscene content, fake 
documents, fraud, harass-
ment, child abuse, or misin-
formation will be treated as 

illegal. Violators may face 
criminal action under laws in-
cluding the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023.

All AI-generated content 
must be clearly labelled as 
“synthetically generated,” 
with permanent metadata and 

a unique identifier linking it 
to the platform or tool used. 
Removing or hiding these la-
bels will be prohibited. Digi-
tal platforms must use techni-
cal measures to prevent the 
creation and circulation of il-
legal AI content, such as child 

sexual abuse material or fake 
records.

The move follows contro-
versy over the AI chatbot 
Grok on X, which was criti-
cised in India for generating 
sexualised images of women 
and minors. Platforms like X, 
Meta, Instagram, and others 
must now remove illegal syn-
thetic content within strict 
timelines to retain legal pro-
tections. 

Users will be informed ev-
ery three months about re-
sponsibilities, and accounts 
may be suspended or termi-
nated for violations.

Special warnings are re-
quired for AI tools like 

ChatGPT, Gemini, and Grok, 
reminding users that misuse 
can attract criminal penalties, 
including under child protec-
tion, election, trafficking, ha-
rassment, and obscenity laws. 
Response timelines for take-
downs have been tightened—
urgent cases within 36 hours 
and other actions within two 
to seven days.

Routine edits, subtitles, 
translation, educational con-
tent, and accessibility tools 
are exempt, provided they do 
not mislead users or create 
false records. The rules aim to 
curb illegal AI content while 
allowing legitimate digital ac-
tivity.

CRACKDOWN ON DEEPFAKES

QUICK READ

LS deadlock ends, 
budget debate 

resumes

Triple suicide reveals 
shocking family 

secrets

NEW DELHI
The Lok Sabha on Tues-
day resumed discussion 

on the Union Budget, 
ending a long-standing 
deadlock between the 

government and opposi-
tion benches. The delay 
had occurred over Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-

dhi’s demand to speak on 
several issues. Chair Kr-

ishna Prasad Tenneti 
called on Shashi Tharoor 
to start the debate. The 

thaw followed opposition 
notice seeking removal of 
Speaker Om Birla. Since 
February 2, repeated dis-
ruptions led to suspen-
sion of seven Congress 

members and one CPI(M) 
MP, prompting Birla to re-
quest PM Modi not attend 

earlier sessions.

GHAZIABAD
The triple suicide of sis-
ters Nishika (16), Prachi 
(14), and Pakhi (12) in 

Ghaziabad has exposed 
disturbing family dynam-
ics. Their father, Chetan 

Kumar, had three wives—
Sujata, Heena, and Tina, 
who are siblings—and a 

live-in partner who died in 
2015. Sujata was Nishika’s 
mother; Heena, mother to 
Prachi and Pakhi; Tina has 
a four-year-old daughter. 
The family also has a dis-

abled son. Kumar, a 
stockbroker with Rs 2 

crore debt, struggled fi-
nancially, reportedly sell-
ing his daughters’ mobile 

phones to pay bills.

‘Birla to skip LS proceedings as 
Oppn moves no-confidence motion’

BJP’s Sambit Patra accused Congress of bias and protocol violations, while 
Gaurav Gogoi confirmed no-confidence motion submission
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
has decided not to attend 
House proceedings on moral 
grounds until a no-confidence 
motion against him is dis-
posed of, sources said. 

This follows Congress sub-
mitting a notice of no-confi-
dence against the Speaker, 
signed by 118 MPs under 
Rule 94C.

The Speaker has asked the 
House Secretary-General to 
review the motion and take 
appropriate action. Opposi-
tion MPs alleged that Birla’s 
conduct was “blatantly parti-

san,” citing instances where 
leaders like Rahul Gandhi 
were not allowed to speak 
during discussions, including 
on the motion of thanks to the 
President’s Address. 
Gandhi had referred to 
General MM Nara-
vane’s unpublished 
memoir to discuss 
the 2020 standoff 
with China.

BJP MP Sambit 
Patra criti-
c i z e d 
Congress 
for  the 
motion, 
q u e s -

tioning its credibility and cit-
ing past impeachment at-
tempts against a Tamil Nadu 
judge in the Deepam case. 
Patra said Congress leaders 

often ignore parliamentary 
protocols and accused 
them of undermining 
institutions.

C o n g r e s s  M P 
Gaurav Gogoi con-
firmed the submission 

of the no-confi-
dence no-

t i c e  a t 
1:14 pm, 
empha-
s i z i n g 
t h e 

procedural basis of the mo-
tion. Sources said the motion 
cites four incidents against the 
Speaker as evidence of al-
leged bias and unfair treat-
ment of Opposition members.

The move has intensified 
political tensions in the Lok 
Sabha, highlighting the ongo-
ing confrontation between the 
ruling party and the opposi-
tion. Speaker Birla’s decision 
to abstain from House pro-
ceedings is expected to con-
tinue until the motion is for-
mally addressed, underscor-
ing the procedural and ethical 
debates surrounding parlia-
mentary conduct.

J&K plans full 
utilisation of Indus 

Water Treaty
The CM says the 

government is 
collaborating with the 
Centre on the Tulbul 

Barrage on Jhelum and a 
Chenab River water-

lifting project for Jammu 
city, hoping for approvals 

to start work soon.

JAMMU
 

Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Tuesday said the union territo-
ry government plans to fully 
utilise the current abeyance of 
the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) 
to implement major water in-
frastructure projects.

Speaking in the Legislative 
Assembly, he stressed the need 
for long-term solutions to Jam-
mu’s water challenges, warn-
ing that traditional resources 
would not meet the city’s fu-
ture needs over the next 30-50 
years.

CM Abdullah recalled that a 
proposal to supply water to 
Jammu from the Chenab River, 
submitted during the previous 
NC-Congress coalition when 
Sham Lal Sharma was minis-
ter, could not be approved due 
to IWT constraints. With the 
treaty currently under abey-
ance, the government now has 
the opportunity to revisit that 
project. He said the administra-
tion is working with the Centre 
on two major initiatives — the 
Tulbul Navigation Barrage on 
the Jhelum River near Sopore 
and a water-lifting project from 
the Chenab River in Akhnoor 
to supply Jammu city. “We are 

hopeful of receiving approvals 
soon, after which work will 
begin,” he added.

Signed in 1960, the IWT al-
located the Sutlej, Ravi, and 
Beas rivers to India, while the 
Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab 
were allocated to Pakistan. 
While India could fully use its 
rivers, projects on the other 
three were restricted to run-of-
the-river dams with limited 
hydropower. The suspension of 
the IWT followed the Pahal-
gam terror attack in April 
2025, giving India an opportu-
nity to unlock the potential of 
these rivers.

CM Abdullah emphasised 
that the government aims to 
implement projects that ad-
dress both present and future 
water needs, marking a signif-
icant step towards sustainable 
water management in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Key discussions focused on student exchanges, training, technology sharing, 
research, and reducing food loss to strengthen bilateral cooperation

NEW DELHI
 

Minister of State for External 
Affairs Pabitra Margherita 
met Fiji’s Finance, Com-
merce, and Business Develop-
ment Minister Esrom Imman-
uel on Tuesday. The leaders 
discussed the full spectrum of 
India-Fiji relations, focusing 
on development partnership, 
capacity building, and coop-
eration in digital infrastruc-
ture, including ongoing proj-
ects and future opportunities.

Sharing details on X, MoS 
Margherita said the discus-
sions were productive and 
highlighted shared priorities. 
The two ministers empha-
sized strengthening coopera-
tion in digital infrastructure 
and enhancing skills and 
knowledge sharing between 
the countries.

Earlier in January, Union 
Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan met Fiji’s 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Waterways, Tomasi Tunabu-
na, at Krishi Bhawan. They 
discussed ongoing collabora-
tions and explored future ar-

eas of partnership. Both sides 
agreed to extend the existing 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) by five years and 
establish a Joint Working 
Group to advance coopera-
tion. Key areas discussed in-
clude student exchanges, train-
ing programmes, technology 
sharing for small-scale ma-
chinery, digital agriculture 
tools, research infrastructure, 
genetic exchange initiatives, 
and reducing food loss and 
waste. These efforts aim to 
strengthen long-term bilateral 
ties and support sustainable 
development in both nations. 

In December 2025, MoS for 
Health Anupriya Patel met 
with health ministers from Sri 
Lanka and Fiji during the 2nd 
WHO Traditional Medicine 
Global Summit in New Delhi. 
These meetings underscored 
India’s commitment to region-
al cooperation and highlighted 
strong bilateral ties in health, 
agriculture, and development 
sectors. 

The meetings reflect India’s 
ongoing efforts to deepen stra-
tegic partnerships with Fiji 
and promote collaboration in 
education, technology, and 
sustainable development.

India-Fiji explore possibilities 
for co-op in digital infra

HPTDC-IRCTC partner to promote 
Kalka-Shimla toy train tourism

SHIMLA
 

The Himachal Pradesh 
Tourism Development Cor-
poration (HPTDC) signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the 
Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) on Tuesday to 
boost tourism and increase 
occupancy in govern-
ment-run hotels.

The partnership focuses 
on promoting the heritage 
Kalka-Shimla toy train and 
integrating IRCTC’s rail-
based tour packages with 
HPTDC properties. Tourists 
will be routed from Kalka 
to destinations including 
S h i m l a ,  B a r o g ,  a n d 
Kiarighat, with accommo-
dation at HPTDC hotels.

Harjot Singh Sandhu, 
IRCTC Chief Regional 
Manager, said the collabo-
ration leverages the corpo-
ration’s pan-India digital 
presence to attract more 

v i s i to r s  to  Himacha l 
Pradesh. “Through this 
MoU, tourists can enjoy 
heritage routes like the toy 
train while staying in HPT-
DC hotels,” he added.

HPTDC Managing Di-
rector Rajiv Kumar stated 
the initiative aims to fill the 
1,111 hotel rooms across 
the state, ensuring timely 
renovations, salary pay-
ments, and financial stabil-
ity. The corporation has 
also tied up with platforms 
like MakeMyTrip and en-
courages hotels to host 
events and conferences.

As part of the agreement, 
a ‘Shimla Toy Train Week-
end Getaway’ package has 
been launched, scheduled 
for March 27–29, 2026. 
The 2-night, 3-day tour in-
cludes toy train travel, stay 
at Hotel Holiday Home, 
sightseeing in Shimla and 
Kufri, and three breakfasts, 
priced from ₹8,255 per per-
son.

NEW DELHI
 

Union Minister G Kishan 
Reddy on Tuesday de-
manded a judicial inquiry 
into the suicide of a BJP 
candidate in Makthal Mu-
nicipality, Mahbubnagar, 
Telangana, allegedly due to 
harassment by Congress 
leaders ahead of Wednes-
day’s municipal elections.

Addressing the media, 
Reddy said the candidate, 
Yerukala Mahadevappa, 
committed suicide at 6 
AM, and urged the State 
Election Commission and 
Telangana government to 
launch an impartial investi-
gation. He accused Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy of 
making false allegations 
against the BJP and con-
demned the threats alleged-
ly faced by Mahadevappa.

Mahadevappa, contesting 
from Makthal Municipali-
ty’s 6th ward, belonged to 
the tribal community. His 
family claimed he faced re-
peated harassment and in-
timidation from local polit-
ical opponents since filing 
his nomination, causing 
extreme mental stress.

The  Te langana  BJP 
strongly condemned the in-

cident, calling it blatant in-
timidation by the ruling 
Congress. Party spokesper-
son NV Subash said the 
candidate was pressured 
c o n t i n u o u s l y,  w h i c h 
pushed him to take his own 
life. “This is not an isolated 
incident but part of a dan-
gerous pattern,” he said, 
demanding a fair probe.

Subash also criticized the 
state police for allegedly 
failing to act on com-
plaints, accusing them of 
siding with Congress lead-
ers. The BJP stated it had 
lost faith in local authori-
ties to conduct a fair inves-
tigation.

The tragic incident has 
intensified political ten-
sions in the state ahead of 
municipal elections. BJP 
leaders warned that such 
coercive tactics undermine 
democracy and demanded 
urgent accountability for 
Mahadevappa’s death.

Reddy reiterated that 
Congress’s alleged threats 
are unacceptable and as-
serted that the BJP will 
pursue justice, emphasizing 
the need for an impartial 
judicial inquiry to uncover 
the truth behind the candi-
date’s death.

Reddy seeks probe into 
T’gana BJP candidate’s death

50 houses torched amid Tangkhul-Kuki clash
UKHRUL

 
At least 50 houses were 
burnt in Litan village, Ma-
nipur’s Ukhrul district, af-
ter renewed clashes be-
tween Tangkhul Naga and 
Kuki communities. 

Following the violence, 
authorities suspended in-
ternet services in the dis-
trict for five days to pre-
vent the spread of misin-
formation.

Tensions began on Sat-
urday after a scuffle in-
jured Sterling Shimray of 
Sakibung village. Despite 
prohibitory orders, uniden-
tified miscreants set fire to 
over 18 houses on Monday 
night, raising the total to 
50 by Tuesday morning. 
Security forces have been 
deployed to restore order.

A minor firing incident 
also occurred in K Lung-
wiram village, Kangpokpi 
district, partially damaging 

a house. Officials said the 
situation is under control 
and investigations are on-
going.

The Konsaram Village 
Authority condemned the 
violence and urged state 
and central governments 
to provide security, relief 
measures, and restore 
peace. Police clarified that 

rumours of mass evacua-
tions from Konshakhul 
village are false, noting 
only a few students and 
families temporarily relo-
cated.

Authorities stressed vig-
ilance and adherence to 
the law while trying to sta-
bilise the situation and 
prevent further escalation.

Babri Masjid will 
never be rebuilt: 

CM Yogi 
BARABANKI

 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday 
stated that the Babri structure 
will never be rebuilt, not even 
until the Day of Judgment. 
Speaking at a public meeting 
in Barabanki, he emphasized 
that the government focuses 
on delivering through work 
rather than words.

Reiterating the BJP’s stand 
on Ayodhya, Yogi said the 
Ram temple would be built at 
its original location and criti-
cized those opposing it. 

He described Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi hoisting 
the saffron flag at the Shri 
Ram temple as a symbol of 
Sanatan Dharma and India’s 
heritage.

Targeting opportunists, 
Yogi alleged that some only 
remember Lord Ram during 
crises and warned that law-
breakers cannot reach heaven. 
He urged people to respect 
rules, claiming those follow-
ing them will benefit, while 
violators face dire conse-
quences. The chief minister 
highlighted the inseparable 
link between India and Sana-
tan Dharma, alleging both 
face attacks internally and 
externally.
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Israeli forces  
stop Gaza terrorist 

crossing line

Karachi hospitals 
struggle with fire 

safety risks

Israeli forces destroy 
terrorist weapons 

depot

Tel Aviv
Israeli forces reported 

that they stopped a ter-
rorist who crossed the 
Yellow Line in northern 

Gaza on Monday. The IDF 
said the person ap-

proached their soldiers in 
a way that posed an im-
mediate threat. The Yel-
low Line separates areas 
controlled by Israel from 

those under Gaza’s 
ceasefire agreement. Is-
raeli forces operate east, 
north, and south of the 
line, while Hamas and 

other groups are not al-
lowed to cross it. No other 
incidents were reported.

Karachi
Karachi’s public hospi-

tals, many in dec-
ades-old buildings, face 
serious fire risks due to 

weak wiring and limited 
safety systems. Exposed 
cables, overloaded elec-
tricity, and lack of trained 
staff make emergencies 

dangerous. Oxygen 
plants and life-saving 

equipment increase the 
threat. In February 2024, 

a fire at Liaquatabad 
Hospital injured seven 
employees, killing five. 
While some firefighting 
gear was later added, 

many hospitals still lack 
emergency exits, alarms, 
or proper response plans, 

leaving patients and 
workers vulnerable.

Tel Aviv
Israeli forces destroyed a 

weapons depot belonging 
to Jemaah Islamiyah last 

week near Beit Jinn in 
southern Syria. The IDF 

reported finding and elim-
inating weapons, mines, 

and communication tools 
from the site. The group 
has carried out and con-

tinues to plan attacks 
against Israel, the army 
said. Israeli forces acted 
to prevent future threats 
and secure the region. No 
casualties were reported 
during the operation, and 
the depot was completely 

destroyed.

Pak economic freedom claims face hard reality check
ISLAMABAD

 
A recent analysis highlights 
that Pakistan’s claims of eco-
nomic stabilisation face major 
challenges. 

Global rankings continue to 
place the country among low-
er-performing economies due 
to weak governance, unreli-
able judicial systems, and 
limited market dynamism. 

While officials say inflation 
pressures have eased and re-
forms are underway, critics 
argue these improvements 
have yet to make a real im-
pact on daily economic life. 

Investors remain cautious 
amid concerns about political 
influence and contract en-
forcement.

Taxation presents a major 
contradiction. Although Paki-

stan’s tax-to-GDP ratio ap-
pears low in international as-
sessments, those already pay-
ing face high marginal rates 
and extra corporate levies. 
This increases pressure on 
compliant businesses and 
raises questions about actual 
economic freedom. Employ-
ment patterns add further 
complications, with most 
workers in informal arrange-
ments, limiting productivity, 
shrinking the revenue base, 
and leaving millions without 
social protections.

There are positive signs, 
however. Price growth has 

slowed, privatisation discus-
sions are returning, and tariff 
rationalisation suggests great-
er openness. Observers cau-
tion that these steps will only 
succeed if institutions are 
strengthened, rules are pre-
dictable, and business confi-
dence is restored. Pakistan’s 
path remains uneven, balanc-
ing reform promises against 
entrenched structural weak-
nesses. Future improvements 
will depend on implementa-
tion, credibility, and the 
state’s ability to create a fair 
and stable economic environ-
ment. 
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SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

US seeks stronger economic, 
security ties with Japan

The landslide win gives Takaichi a strong mandate to pursue both domestic and 
international initiatives; Trump and Takaichi is scheduled to meet in March.

TOKYO
 

The United States has an-
nounced plans to deepen eco-
nomic and security coopera-
tion with Japan after Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s 
Liberal Democratic Party won 
a decisive victory.

The landslide win gives 
Takaichi a strong mandate to 
pursue both domestic and in-
ternational initiatives. US of-
ficials said discussions will 
focus on trade, investment, 
technology, and strategic co-
ordination in the Indo-Pacific. 

The two countries also plan 
closer collaboration on de-

fense, intelligence, and joint 
deterrence measures. A sum-

mit between US President 
Donald Trump and Prime 

Minister Takaichi is sched-
uled in March, highlighting 
the importance of their alli-
ance. 

Economic resilience, in-
cluding semiconductor pro-
duction and supply chain se-
curity, is expected to be a 
priority. The move reflects the 
shared interest of Tokyo and 
Washington in maintaining 
regional stability amid rising 
tensions with China and 
North Korea. Analysts say the 
strengthened partnership po-
sitions both nations to re-
spond effectively to evolving 
geopolitical and economic 
challenges.

JAPAN MULLS JOINING NATO 
INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT UKRAINE

Japan is planning to join a NATO initiative to support 
Ukraine with non-lethal defence equipment. The 

country may provide financial help for gear like radar 
systems and bulletproof vests, avoiding weapons 

or ammunition in line with its pacifist policies. NATO 
officials said Tokyo’s participation will strengthen 
coordination among allies. This move highlights 

Japan’s growing role in global security and its com-
mitment to helping Ukraine defend against Russia, 

while respecting domestic legal limits.

JAPAN OPPOSITION SUFFERS HISTORIC 
POSTWAR POLL LOSS

Japan’s main opposition, the Centrist Reform Alliance, won 
just 49 seats in Sunday’s election, the lowest postwar total 

for an opposition party, Kyodo News reported. Formed in 
January from a merger of the Constitutional Democratic 
Party and Komeito members, the alliance’s poor result 
blocks it from proposing budget bills or no-confidence 

motions. Its seats fell sharply from 167, while the ruling LDP 
increased to 316. Analysts say Japan’s electoral system 
favors dominant parties, making it hard for opposition 

groups to gain ground.

BRICS crucial for 
building greater 

Eurasian partnership
MOSCOW

 
Russia’s Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov has empha-
sized the growing signifi-
cance of BRICS as a key plat-
form for shaping global poli-
tics and enhancing practical 
cooperation among its mem-
ber countries.

Lavrov highlighted that 
Russia’s foreign policy is 
guided by long-term, strategic 
partnerships that focus on 
trade, investment, scientific 
collaboration, and coordinat-
ed engagement in internation-
al institutions, includ-
ing the United Na-
tions. Regional frame-
works such as the 
Commonwealth of 
Independent States 
(CIS), the Eurasian 
Economic Union, and 
the Collective Securi-
ty Treaty Organizat ion 
(CSTO) play a central role in 
supporting these initiatives, 
he added.

Lavrov noted that the inter-
national system is undergoing 
a shift toward multipolarity, 
moving away from the Cold 
War’s bipolar structure and 
the brief period of West-
ern-led unipolar dominance. 

Emerging powers like Chi-
na, India, and Brazil, along 
with increasingly assertive 
African nations, are reshaping 
global economic, political, 
and strategic dynamics. He 
criticized Western countries 
for seeking to preserve their 
former dominance through 
restrictive measures, citing 
sanctions targeting Russian 
energy companies and efforts 
to limit trade and defense co-
operation between Russia and 

its global partners, including 
India and other BRICS mem-
bers.

Looking ahead to India’s 
chairmanship of BRICS in 

2026, Lavrov wel-
comed initiatives fo-
cused on food and 
energy security, digi-
tal technology, and 
artificial intelligence 
g o v e r n a n c e .  H e 
stressed the need to 
establish international 

norms for AI, particularly in 
security and military contexts, 
while ensuring that member 
states retain full sovereignty 
over their national policies.

Lavrov affirmed that Russia 
fully supports India’s practi-
cal and forward-looking agen-
da. He underlined that sys-
tematic cooperation among 
BRICS nations produces tan-
gible benefits, strengthens 
Eurasian partnerships, and 
reinforces the bloc’s role as a 
significant actor in an increas-
ingly multipolar world, by 
promoting shared interests 
and coordinated action, 
BRICS can continue to ad-
vance global stability, eco-
nomic resilience, and regional 
security, positioning its mem-
ber states as influential play-
ers in the evolving interna-
tional order.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov highlights 

BRICS’ growing role in 
global affairs, 
emphasizing 

multipolarity, cooperation 
with emerging powers, 
and support for India’s 

2026 chairmanship 
agenda.

NEPAL INTERIM PM THANKS 
INDIA FOR MARCH POLL SUPPORT
KATHMANDU

 
Nepal’s interim Prime Minis-
ter Sushila Karki met Indian 
Ambassador Naveen Srivas-
tava at Singha Durbar to ex-
press gratitude for India’s sup-
port in preparing for the parlia-
mentary elections in March. 

The Prime Minister high-
lighted India’s contribution of 
vehicles, materials, and techni-
cal assistance to ensure 
smooth voting in the country’s 
special circumstances.

In response, Ambassador 
Srivastava affirmed India’s 
commitment to Nepal’s demo-
cratic process, stating that sta-
bility and democracy in Nepal 
are important for both nations. 
The bilateral exchanges under-
score the friendly ties and co-
operation between the neigh-
bouring countries.

Meanwhile, the Election 
Commission of Nepal has be-
gun dispatching ballot boxes 
to remote districts to prepare 
for polling. Over 10.9 mil-
lion First-Past-The-Post 

(FPTP) ballot papers have 
been printed for 88 constitu-
encies across 37 districts. In 
total, more than 20.32 mil-
lion FPTP ballot papers will 
be used for all 165 constitu-
encies. Printing and packing 
of ballots have been complet-
ed for several districts, in-
cluding Dolpa, Jumla, Ka-
likot, Bajura, Panchthar, 
Ilam, and Gorkha. The re-
maining districts are current-
ly in the printing process at 
the Janak Education Materi-

als Centre in Bhaktapur.
The proportional represen-

tation (PR) ballot papers are 
also being printed and pre-
pared for distribution. Print-
ing under the FPTP system 
began on January 6, while PR 
ballot printing started on Jan-
uary 10. The first phase in-
cluded over one million sam-
ple ballot papers sent to vari-
ous districts. Officials say all 
preparations aim to ensure a 
smooth and transparent elec-
tion process across Nepal.

KEY POINTS
n �Low global economic 

freedom ranking

n �Contradiction in high 
tax burden vs. low tax-
to-GDP

n �Dominance of informal 
employment

n �Governance and judi-
cial reliability concerns

n �Modest reforms over-
shadowed by structur-
al weaknesses.

Israeli Arabs, Jews rally for crime control action
TEL AVIV

 
Israeli Arabs and Jews held 
nationwide protests on Tues-
day demanding urgent govern-
ment action against rising vio-
lence in Arab communities. 
Organized by families of mur-
der victims and the Jewish-Ar-
ab movement Standing To-
gether, demonstrations took 
place in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
Haifa, Beer-Sheva, Lod, Tam-
ra, and Jisr a-Zarqa, disrupting 
traffic and public spaces. The 
day will end with a large eve-
ning rally in Haifa.

Protesters also staged work-
place walkouts to highlight 
everyday insecurity. Jamal Za-

halka, former lawmaker and 
chairman of the Higher Arab 
Monitoring Committee, said 
the demonstrations reflect the 
daily reality of Arab citizens 
who face a “total lack of secu-
rity.” He urged Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to dis-
miss National Security Minis-
ter Itamar Ben-Gvir.

In Tel Aviv, families and 
activists briefly blocked the 
Ayalon Highway, halting 
traffic for half an hour. An-
other protest near Allenby 
Street saw a woman in her 
60s detained for pouring red 
paint into a public fountain. 
Similar scenes occurred in 
Haifa and Jerusalem, with 

police making seven arrests 
overall.

The protests follow an 
alarming rise in crime that has 
hit Arab communities hard. 
Since January, 38 people have 
been killed in violent inci-
dents, part of 252 Israeli-Arab 
homicides in 2025. Organiz-
ers blame organized crime 
groups involved in turf wars, 
extortion, and trafficking, as 
well as government neglect 
and the uncontrolled spread of 
illegal weapons. The demon-
strations underline growing 
frustration among Arab citi-
zens and Jewish allies, de-
manding stronger government 
action to restore security.

Iran warns of wider, 
forceful response to threats
TEHRAN

 
Iran’s General Staff of the 
Armed Forces has warned that 
any threat to the country will 
be met with a “more forceful 
and wider” response. The 
statement, released on Tuesday 
ahead of the 47th anniversary 
of the Islamic Revolution, 
praised the Iranian people’s 
endurance and reaffirmed the 
nation’s firm commitment to 
defending its territory and na-
tional interests.

The Armed Forces empha-
sized that Iran has consistently 
protected its core objectives 
and will confront any conspir-
acies or overreach with author-

ity. The warning comes amid 
heightened US military pres-
ence in the region and ongoing 
indirect nuclear talks mediated 
by Oman. Press TV recalled 
last June’s 12-day conflict 
with Israel, which ended after 
Iran’s strong counter-opera-
tions and Israel’s eventual re-
quest for a ceasefire.

The statement highlighted 
that pressure from the United 
States and Israel has only 
strengthened Iran’s resolve. It 
noted Iran’s achievements 
over 47 years in defense, sci-
ence, technology, society, and 
culture, despite foreign hostil-
ity, sanctions, threats, and as-
sassination attempts.

Devnimori relics draw 
thousands of devotees

COLOMBO
 

A high-level Indian delegation 
led by Madhya Pradesh Gover-
nor Mangubhai Chhaganbhai 
Patel and Arunachal Pradesh 
Deputy Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein visited Colombo to re-
ceive and escort the Holy Bud-
dha Relics of Devni Mori back 
to India on February 11. Thou-
sands of faithful queued for 
hours to offer flowers, prayers, 
and silent homage, reflecting 
deep devotion and the spiritual 
bond shared between India and 
Sri Lanka. Many centenarians 

and mothers with newborns vis-
ited the relics, showing the 
event’s intergenerational signif-
icance. The International Bud-
dhist Confederation (IBC), un-
der India’s Ministry of Culture, 
played a key role in curating 
exhibitions and facilitating inter-
actions between Sangha com-
munities, scholars, and cultural 
practitioners of both countries. 
Visitors prayed at displays such 
as “Unearthing the Sacred Pip-
rahwa” and “Sacred Relic and 
Cultural Engagement of Con-
temporary India,” highlighting 
centuries of Buddhist heritage.

World Bank 
funds clean 

water projects 
Ghazni

XXX
 

Construction has begun on 
three clean drinking water sup-
ply networks in Ghazni prov-
ince’s Ab Band, Khogyani, and 
Zankhan districts, funded by 
the World Bank at a total cost 
of 20 million Afghanis. The 
projects are expected to pro-
vide safe water to around 
1,000 families in the region.

Saeed-ur-Rahman Saeed, 
head of project implementation 
at Ghazni’s Department of Ru-
ral Rehabilitation and Devel-
opment, said the networks aim 
to address the severe water 
shortages caused by prolonged 
droughts, which have left 
many wells dry.

Local residents welcomed 
the initiative. Ezatullah from 
Ab Band said that in his vil-
lage of 300 households, 90% 
have no access to water, while 
the rest rely on transporting it 
from distant sources. Moham-
mad Dawood added that fami-
lies often crowd around a sin-
gle working well, underscoring 
the urgent need for more water 
infrastructure.

Ghazni’s Department of Ru-
ral Rehabilitation and Devel-
opment has already completed 
10 World Bank-supported 
water networks this year, 
costing over 55 million Af-
ghanis and benefiting nearly 
4,000 families. 



BUSINESS 9
ibcworldnews.comWEDNESDAY   FEBRUARY 11, 2026

Aadhaar 2.0 app focuses on data security
MUMBAI

 
The new Aadhaar app is ex-
pected to make identity 
checks easier while improv-
ing data security and user 
control, said Vivek Chandra 
Verma, Deputy Director Gen-
eral at UIDAI, during the 
Bharat Fintech Summit. He 
said the app reduces the need 
for physical papers and low-
ers the risk of fraud through 
digital verification.

Verma explained that the 
app follows the idea of data 
minimisation under the Digi-
tal Personal Data Protection 
Act. This means only the re-
quired details are shared for a 
specific purpose. Even basic 
information like a name or 
photo can be enough, and the 
data is digitally signed and 
verified.

He said companies prefer 
limited data sharing as it re-
duces legal duties and cyber 
risks. UIDAI is also pushing 
adoption in smaller towns and 
villages. India has over 142 
crore Aadhaar holders, most 
linked to mobile numbers, 
while smartphone use contin-
ues to grow.

For families with limited 
phone access, the app allows 
up to five Aadhaar profiles on 
one device. Users can update 

details from home, lock or un-
lock biometrics, and manage 
family identities easily.

The app enables QR code 
based sharing, removing the 
need for photocopies. Users 
can see who is asking for data 
and why, and information is 
shared only after consent. 
Verma said this builds trust 
and cuts fraud, as digital 
checks quickly flag fake de-
tails.

He added that no data 
breach has occurred from 
UIDAI’s core system in six-
teen years. Most misuse hap-
pens through careless sharing 
of paper copies. With new 
data laws, organisations must 
protect information and report 
breaches.

On artificial intelligence, 
Verma said UIDAI uses it for 
fraud detection and security 
checks within strict rules. The 
aim, he said, is a smooth shift.

DIGITAL IDENTITY

QUICK READ

Trade deal: Sensex, 
Nifty rise for 3rd 

straight day

Sony rolls out wildlife-
centric brand 

campaign

Gold ETFs register 
sharp 50%  

surge in January

New Delhi
Indian stock markets 

closed higher on Tuesday, 
helped by a new interim 

trade deal between India 
and the United States 

and positive signals from 
Asian markets. The Sen-
sex ended at 84,273.92, 
while the Nifty closed at 
25,935.15. Experts said 
foreign investor interest 

and a stronger rupee lift-
ed confidence. However, 
profit booking in banking, 
IT and healthcare shares 
limited gains. Investors 
are now watching up-

coming earnings and pol-
icy steps for direction.

New Delhi
Sony India on Tuesday 
launched a new brand 

campaign, ‘Think Wildlife, 
Think Sony’, to attract a 

wider audience to wildlife 
photography and film-
making. The campaign 

builds on its earlier wed-
ding-focused effort and 

aims to make wildlife sto-
rytelling easy for begin-
ners and professionals. 
Released across digital 
platforms, it showcases 

Sony’s imaging products. 
A key highlight is its ener-
getic anthem-based mu-
sic, encouraging viewers 
to sing, remix and share 
the message on social 

media.

New Delhi
Gold exchange-traded 
funds recorded a sharp 
rise in India during Janu-
ary, as investors moved 

towards safe assets. Ac-
cording to AMFI data, gold 

ETF inflows jumped 50 
per cent to Rs 24,040 

crore, more than double 
December levels. This fig-
ure was higher than equi-

ty mutual fund inflows, 
which fell to Rs 24,029 

crore. Overall mutual fund 
flows turned positive at 

Rs 1.56 lakh crore, mainly 
driven by strong invest-
ments in debt schemes.

India’s trade landscape transformed 
under PM Modi’s leadership: Goyal 

‘The trade system is changing rapidly with stronger domestic and global reach’
NEW DELHI

 
Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Tues-
day said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s leadership has 
reshaped India’s trade envi-
ronment at an unprecedented 
pace. 

Speaking to a delegation of 
the Confederation of All India 
Traders, led by MP Praveen 
Khandelwal, at Vanijya Bha-
wan, he said domestic trade 
has become stronger while 
global markets are opening 
new doors for Indian prod-
ucts. These changes, he noted, 
are pushing the economy to-
wards faster and more bal-
anced growth.

Goyal highlighted the re-
cently signed interim trade 
deal framework between In-
dia and the United States as a 
major achievement. The 

agreement ensures continued 
preferential access for Indian 
exports in the vast US market, 
valued at over 30 trillion dol-
lars. He said such partner-
ships show India’s growing 
confidence and credibility in 
global trade discussions.

The minister also spoke 
about the Bharatiya Vyapar 
Mahotsav, to be organised by 

CAIT from May 1 to 4 at 
Bharat Mandapam. He said 
the event supports the Prime 
Minister’s call to promote In-
dian goods at home and 
abroad. The platform will dis-
play the strength and potential 
of India’s trade, industry and 
services sectors.

Discussions during the 
meeting focused on promot-

ing Swadeshi products, MS-
MEs, startups and artisans 
through digital payments and 
better market access. Goyal 
stressed giving special space 
to entrepreneurs from remote 
areas. Khandelwal said the 
four day event will feature 
about 2,200 stalls and attract 
nearly 10 lakh visitors, in-
cluding two lakh business del-
egates.

He added that strong B2B 
and B2C networking at the 
event will help small traders 
connect with buyers. Accord-
ing to him, these combined 
efforts will support Make in 
India and Local to Global 
goals, improving livelihoods, 
boosting exports, and ensur-
ing Indian businesses com-
pete confidently in interna-
tional markets over coming 
years ahead nationwide sus-
tainably.

India shines as 
‘Country of the Year’ 

at BIOFACH 2026
NEW DELHI

 
India has been named Coun-
try of the Year at BIOFACH 
2026, the world’s leading 
trade fair for organic prod-
ucts, to be held in Nuremberg, 
Germany, from February 10 
to 13. The recognition high-
l ights  India’s  growing 
strength in organic farming 
and exports, according to an 
official statement released on 
Tuesday.

The Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Export 
Development Authority is or-
ganising India’s participation 
with a large and high impact 
presence. Officials said this 
year’s involvement is much 
bigger than earlier editions, 
showing rising global demand 
for Indian organic products 
and stronger participation 
from exporters, farmer groups 
and associations.

The India Country Pavilion 
will cover 1,074 square me-
tres and host 67 co exhibitors. 
These include organic export-
ers, Farmer Producer Organi-
sations, cooperatives, testing 
laboratories, state agencies 
and commodity boards. A 
wide range of products will 
be displayed, including rice, 
oilseeds, pulses, herbs, spices, 
cashew, ginger, turmeric, car-
damom, cinnamon, mango 
puree and essential oils.

Exhibitors from over twen-
ty states and union territories 
are taking part, reflecting In-
dia’s rich agricultural diversi-
ty. Regions represented in-
clude Assam, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, Gujarat, Kerala, 

Karnataka, West Bengal, Ma-
harashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu, Telangana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu and Kashmir, among 
others.

Visitors will also experience 
curated food tastings at the pa-
vilion. Live sampling of biry-
ani made with organic basma-
ti rice and spices will be of-
fered. Five GI tagged rice va-
rieties, including Indrayani, 
Navara, Gobindbhog, Red rice 
and Chak Hao, will showcase 
India’s heritage crops.

APEDA has planned exten-
sive branding across the exhi-
bition venue. Officials said 
India’s Country of the Year 
status strengthens its image as 
a global leader in sustainable 
and environmentally respon-
sible organic agriculture. Of-
ficials said the honour will 
help expand exports, attract 
buyers, support farmers, en-
courage organic cultivation, 
and strengthen long term 
trade partnerships while pro-
moting India’s commitment to 
quality, sustainability, innova-
tion, and inclusive agricultural 
growth worldwide globally..

This designation marks 
India’s return to the centre 

stage of  global organic 
farming after 14 years.

WHAT IS THE NEW 
AADHAAR APP?

n �The new Aadhaar app 
is an official mobile 
application developed 
by UIDAI that enables 
digital, offline, and 
consent‑based Aadhaar 
verification.

n �Unlike earlier apps, it 
allows users to verify 
their identity using Face 
Authentication or QR 
scanning without reveal-
ing their Aadhaar number.

n �It offers features such 
as selective data 
sharing via QR codes, 
biometric lock/unlock, 
authentication history, 
and management of up 
to five family Aadhaar 
profiles.

n �New Aadhaar App reimagines identity verification keeping 
people at its core.

n �Selective sharing, consent control at fingertips.

n �Show, share, verify: Aadhaar App to expand Aadhaar us-
age, enhance ease of living.

n �Its features are designed around security, privacy, and 
convenience.

n �Face ID-based Aadhaar authentication.

n �QR-based contact card for sharing contact details

n �One-click biometric lock and unlock

n �Consent‑based selective data sharing

n �Addition of upto five Aadhaar profiles on one device

n �Mobile number and address update facility

BENEFITS 
n �It offers several advantages over older verification 

methods.

n Eliminates the need for physical Aadhaar cards.

n �Enhances privacy through masked and offline verifi-
cation.

n �Faster identity verification for daily services.

n �Reduces risk of Aadhaar data misuse.

n �Works even in low or no‑internet environments.

n �Government‑backed and officially launched by UIDAI.

n �Several personal information updates can be complet-
ed using the app without visiting an Aadhar kendra.

Features

ASTRAZENECA GETS 
CDSCO NOD FOR 

CANCER TREATMENT 
NEW DELHI

 
The approval strengthens can-
cer therapy options in India 
with wider use of Durvalum-
ab immunotherapy for pa-
tients.

AstraZeneca Pharma India 
Limited on Tuesday an-
nounced that it has received 
approval from the Central 
Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation to sell and distrib-
ute Durvalumab for an addi-
tional cancer indication. The 
approval allows the use of 
Durvalumab in combination 
with carboplatin and pacli-
taxel as first line treatment for 
adults with advanced or recur-
rent endometrial cancer who 
need systemic therapy. After 
initial treatment, patients will 
receive Durvalumab alone as 
maintenance therapy in cases 
where the cancer is mismatch 
repair deficient.

The company said the per-
mission covers Durvalumab 
solution for infusion in 120 
mg and 500 mg doses, sold 
under the brand name Imfinzi. 
The approval clears the way 
for marketing the drug in In-
dia, subject to other statutory 
requirements.

Earlier, the regulator had 
also approved Durvalumab 
with FLOT chemotherapy for 
patients with resectable gas-
tric and gastroesophageal 
junction cancer. This decision 
was based on results from the 
phase three MATTERHORN 
study. The study showed that 

adding immunotherapy before 
and after surgery can reduce 
the risk of cancer returning 
and improve long term sur-
vival.

Gastric cancer is a serious 
health concern in India, with 
over sixty four thousand new 
cases every year. Although 
surgery and chemotherapy re-
main standard care, survival 
rates are still low and recur-
rence is common.

Praveen Rao Akkinepally, 
Managing Director of Astra-
Zeneca Pharma India, said the 
new approvals bring immuno-
therapy earlier into treatment. 
He added that these steps aim 
to improve outcomes and of-
fer patients better chances of 
survival and quality of life.

The company stated that the 
latest CDSCO decision re-
flects continued confidence in 
scientific evidence and global 
studies. It also signals grow-
ing availability of advanced 
cancer medicines in India, 
supporting doctors with new-
er options and strengthening 
patient access to treatments 
nationwide.

Poor planning waste 80% of B’desh health budget
NEW DELHI

 
Bangladesh’s healthcare sys-
tem can meet most domestic 
demand, but poor manage-
ment wastes nearly 80 percent 
of public spending, said AM 
Shamim, general secretary of 
the Bangladesh Private Hos-
pital, Clinic and Diagnostic 
Owners Association.

In an interview with The 
Daily Star, Shamim noted that 
the national health budget is 
about BDT 42,000 crore, yet 
most resources are misused. 
Equipment that is essential of-
ten sits idle, while unnecessary 
purchases are common. He 
cited Labaid Cancer Hospital, 
where two LINAC machines 
treat 160–220 patients daily, 
compared to government hos-
pitals with 8–12 machines 
treating far fewer due to mis-
management. Red tape wors-
ens inefficiency. Licensing 
requirements from at least 18 

agencies and one-year license 
validity lead to delays, bribes, 
and operational inefficiencies, 
despite recent extensions to 
two years. Shamim stressed 
that the sector is functionally 
self-reliant, yet structural 
flaws threaten accountability, 
efficiency, and public trust.

He highlighted that out-
bound medical travel has fall-
en sharply. Medical visas to 
India, once common for treat-
ment, have dropped to a tenth 

in the last 18 months, reflect-
ing the growing capacity of 
local hospitals.

Over the past two decades, 
Bangladesh’s private health 
sector has expanded signifi-
cantly, now providing about 
two-thirds of healthcare ser-
vices. Despite gains in infra-
structure and workforce, 
wastage, weak governance, 
and regulatory hurdles contin-
ue to limit the system’s effec-
tiveness.

SIP inflows remain steady 
at Rs 31000 cr in January

MUMBAI

Mutual fund Systematic In-
vestment Plan (SIP) in-
f l ows  in  Ind i a  h i t  Rs 
31,000 crore in January, 
marking the second consec-
utive month above this lev-
el, according to AMFI data 
released on Tuesday. Year-
on-year, SIP inflows rose 
17 percent from Rs 26,400 
crore in January 2025.

AMFI data showed that 
7.4 million new SIP ac-
counts were opened during 
the month, while 5.5 mil-
lion accounts were closed. 
The total number of SIP ac-
counts increased to 102.9 
million from 101.1 million 
in December. However, SIP 
assets under management 
(AUM) declined slightly to 
Rs 16.36 lakh crore from Rs 
16.63 lakh crore, reflecting 
market volatility. SIPs now 
make up 20.2 percent of the 
overall mutual fund AUM.

Investments in gold ETFs 
more than doubled to Rs 
24,040 crore in January 
from Rs 11,647 crore in 
December, highlighting a 
preference for safer invest-
ment options alongside eq-
uities. Active equity mutual 
fund investments stood at 
Rs 24,029 crore ,  down 

about 14 percent from Rs 
28,054 crore in December, 
showing cautious investor 
sentiment.

Overall, the mutual fund 
industry saw net inflows of 
Rs 1.56 lakh crore in Janu-
ary, up from Rs 66,591 
crore in December, indicat-
ing renewed investor inter-
est in mutual funds. Previ-
ous months had seen fluctu-
ations, with equity fund in-
flows at Rs 29,911 crore in 
November and a peak of Rs 
42,702 crore in July 2025.

The data suggests that 
while equity market perfor-
mance affected AUM, in-
vestor confidence in SIPs 
and mutual funds remains 
strong, with growing inter-
est  in gold ETFs and a 
steady increase in SIP ac-
count numbers. This trend 
underscores the continued 
popularity of disciplined, 
long-term investment strat-
egies in India’s financial 
markets.

Indian auto retail sector 
kicks off 2026 with a bang
NEW DELHI

India’s overall vehicle retail 
market grew 17.61 percent 
year-on-year in January, with 
total sales of 27,22,558 units, 
driven mainly by two-wheel-
ers and passenger vehicles, 
according to the Federation of 
Automobile Dealers Associa-
tions (FADA). Passenger vehi-
cle (PV) sales rose 7.22 per-
cent to 5,13,475 units, with 
urban markets contributing 
59.2% of sales. Rural PV retail 
grew 14.43%, outpacing urban 

growth of 2.75 percent. FADA 
President CS Vigneshwar at-
tributed growth to post-GST 
momentum, strong rural cash 
flows from harvests and wed-
ding season, and steady de-
mand in mobility and freight 
sectors. Two-wheelers led the 
growth with 18,52,870 units 
sold, up 20.82%, with rural 
areas accounting for 56 per-
cent of sales. Commercial ve-
hicles recorded 1,07,486 units, 
up 15.07% and 34,287 heavy 
commercial vehicles, both in-
creasing about 14%.

Chennai's 
Marina beach 

blue flag project 
nears finish

CHENNAI
 

The second phase of the Blue 
Flag Beach project at Chen-
nai’s Marina Beach is almost 
complete, with civic authorities 
reporting 90% of work fin-
ished. The upgraded stretch is 
expected to open to the public 
by the end of this month, 
strengthening Tamil Nadu’s ef-
forts to achieve international 
recognition for its coastline.

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration (GCC) is implementing 
the Marina Blue Flag project in 
four phases to meet strict envi-
ronmental, safety, and cleanli-
ness standards required for 
global Blue Flag certification. 
The first phase near the Marina 
swimming pool, completed at 
Rs 7.31 crore.
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Secret 
Areas 

Around the 
World That 
Hide Truth

Throughout history, humanity has 
been fascinated by forbidden places 

locations shrouded in secrecy, 
protected by governments, 

militaries, or private 
organizations. These 

mysterious sites spark 
our imagination and 

fuel countless 
theories about 
what might be 

concealed within 
their boundaries. 

While some of  
these restricted 

areas serve 
legitimate 

purposes of  
national security 

or scientific 
research, others 

remain enigmatic, 
their true nature 

known only to a select 
few. This exploration takes 

us across continents to 
examine some of  the world's 

most secretive locations and the 
truths they may be hiding.

Area 51: America's 
Most Famous Secret

Nestled in the Nevada desert, 
approximately 83 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas, Area 
51 stands as perhaps the most 
notorious secret facility in the 
world. Officially known as 
Groom Lake or Homey Air-
port, this highly classified 
United States Air Force facil-
ity has been the subject of 
speculation for decades. The 
CIA only acknowledged its 
existence in 2013, though 
aviation enthusiasts and con-

spiracy theorists had long 
known of its presence.

The truth about Area 51, as 
far as declassified informa-
tion reveals, centers on ad-
vanced aircraft testing and 
development. 

The U-2 spy plane, the SR-
71 Blackbird, and the F-117 
Nighthawk stealth fighter 
were all tested here. The ex-
treme secrecy surrounding 
these programs during the 
Cold War era contributed to 

numerous UFO sightings, as 
civilians spotted aircraft with 
capabilities that seemed im-
possible for the time. The un-
usual shapes and flight pat-
terns of experimental aircraft, 
combined with the govern-
ment's necessary silence 
about classified projects, cre-
ated the perfect storm for ex-
traterrestrial speculation.

What remains hidden at 
Area 51 today continues to be 
a matter of intense interest. 

Current satellite imagery 
shows ongoing expansion 
and construction, suggesting 
that cutting-edge aerospace 
research continues. 

Whether the truth involves 
next-generation aircraft, 
drone technology, or some-
thing else entirely, the facili-
ty's restricted airspace and 
heavy security ensure that 
only those with the highest 
clearances will ever know for 
certain.

For centuries, the Vatican has 
maintained one of the world's 
most extensive collections of 
historical documents, many of 
which remain inaccessible to 
the general public. The Vati-
can Secret Archives, more 
accurately translated as the 
Vatican Private Archives, con-
tain approximately 53 miles 
of shelving housing docu-
ments dating back over a 
thousand years. Access is 
strictly controlled, with only 
qualified scholars receiving 
permission to view select ma-
terials, and even then, docu-
ments less than 75 years old 
generally remain off-limits.

The truth hidden within 
these archives likely contains 
nothing supernatural or sinis-
ter, but rather embarrassing 
historical episodes, diplomat-
ic correspondence, and re-
cords of church proceedings 
that the institution prefers to 
keep private. Documents that 
have been released over the 
years include letters from Mi-
chelangelo, correspondence 
related to the excommunica-
tion of Martin Luther, and 
records from the trial of the 
Knights Templar. Pope Leo 
X's excommunication of Mar-

tin Luther and the papal bull 
regarding King Henry VIII's 
request for annulment are 
among the historically signif-
icant documents housed here.

However, speculation per-
sists about what else might be 
contained within those 53 
miles of shelving. Could there 
be suppressed gospels, evi-
dence contradicting official 
church doctrine, or records of 
deals made with political 
powers throughout history? 
The selective nature of docu-
ment releases and the lengthy 
waiting period before materi-
als become available for re-
search ensure that the Vatican 
Secret Archives will continue 
to fuel curiosity and specula-
tion for generations to come.

The Vatican Secret Archives

The Vatican Secret Archives

Area 51

Mount 
Weather 

Emergency 
Operations 

Center
Hidden within the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Virginia, the 
Mount Weather Emergency 
Operations Center serves as 
one of several continuity of 
government facilities in the 
United States. This classified 
bunker complex is designed 
to house key government of-
ficials and maintain govern-
mental operations in the event 
of a catastrophic emergency, 
whether nuclear war, terrorist 
attack, or natural disaster.

The facility's existence be-
came more widely known after 

9/11, when Vice President Dick 
Cheney was reportedly taken 
there as part of continuity of 
government protocols. Howev-
er, the full extent of Mount 
Weather's capabilities and the 
specific plans for its use remain 
classified. The truth hidden 
here involves detailed protocols 
for maintaining government 
authority during national emer-
gencies, lists of personnel des-
ignated for protection, and like-
ly stockpiles of resources nec-
essary for long-term under-
ground habitation.

What makes Mount Weath-
er particularly intriguing is its 
connection to the broader 
question of how governments 
plan for worst-case scenarios. 
The existence of such facili-
ties raises questions about 
what disasters officials con-
sider most likely, who gets 
saved in an emergency, and 
what version of democracy or 
governance would emerge 
from such a crisis. These are 
uncomfortable truths that 
most governments prefer not 
to discuss publicly.

Pine Gap, Australia
In the remote Australian Out-
back, approximately 18 kilo-
meters southwest of Alice 
Springs, lies Pine Gap—offi-
cially known as the Joint De-
fence Facility Pine Gap. This 
facility operates as a satellite 
tracking station run jointly by 
Australia and the United 
States, playing a crucial role 
in global intelligence gather-
ing and military operations.

The truth about Pine Gap 
involves sophisticated surveil-
lance capabilities that can in-
tercept communications, track 
missiles, and gather intelli-
gence across a vast portion of 
the Earth's surface. The facil-
ity's powerful radomes, the 
white spherical structures vis-
ible in satellite imagery, 
house antennas capable of 
intercepting satellite commu-

nications, telemetry from mis-
sile tests, and signals intelli-
gence from across  the 
Asia-Pacific region.

What remains less clear is 
the full extent of Pine Gap's 
capabilities and how the intel-
ligence gathered there is used. 
During various military con-
flicts, Pine Gap has reportedly 
provided targeting informa-
tion for drone strikes and mil-
itary operations, raising ethi-
cal questions about Australia's 
role in American military ac-
tivities. The facility's opera-
tions are so secretive that even 
some Australian officials with 
security clearances are report-
edly kept in the dark about its 
full capabilities, revealing 
how compartmentalized intel-
ligence operations have be-
come in the modern era.

Woomera Prohibited Area, Australia

Also located in Australia, the Woomera Prohib-
ited Area covers approximately 122,000 square 
kilometers of South Australian desert—making 
it one of the largest restricted areas in the world. 
Established in 1947, this vast expanse serves as 
a weapons testing range and has been used for 
rocket launches, nuclear weapons testing during 
the 1950s and 1960s, and various military exer-
cises. The truth about Woomera involves de-
cades of military testing, including controversial 
nuclear experiments conducted by the British 
government that exposed indigenous Australians 
and military personnel to dangerous levels of 
radiation. While these programs ended decades 
ago, the area continues to serve as a testing 
ground for advanced weapons systems and aero-
space technology.

The sheer size of the Woomera Prohibited 
Area means that vast sections remain unexplored 
by the public, and the full environmental impact 
of decades of weapons testing is still being as-
sessed. Additionally, the area's role in contem-
porary military research remains classified, with 
only occasional glimpses provided when com-
mercial satellite launches occur at the Woomera 
facility. The truth hidden here extends beyond 
current military capabilities to include the long-
term consequences of Cold War nuclear testing 
that governments would prefer to forget.

Mezhgorye, Russia
Deep in the Ural Mountains 
of Russia lies the closed 
town of Mezhgorye, home to 
what Western intelligence 
agencies believe is a massive 
underground complex. The 
town itself is off-limits to 
outsiders, and its approxi-
mately 17,000 residents work 
in industries officially de-
scribed as mining and log-
ging operations. However, 
satellite imagery and defector 
reports suggest something far 
more significant lurks be-
neath the mountains.

The truth about Mezhgorye 
likely involves Mount Yaman-
tau, a massive underground 
facility rumored to be part of 
Russia's continuity of gov-
ernment infrastructure or 
possibly a command center 
for nuclear forces. Some an-

alysts believe it could house 
the Perimetr system, also 
known as "Dead Hand," an 
automated nuclear response 
system designed to ensure 
retaliation even if Russia's 
leadership is eliminated in a 
first strike.

The Russian government 
has offered various explana-
tions over the years, includ-
ing claims that the facility 
serves as a mining operation, 
a repository for national trea-
sures, or a food storage facil-
ity. The lack of consistent 
explanation and the heavy 
security surrounding the area 
suggest that whatever truth 
lies beneath Mount Yamantau 
is significant enough to war-
rant substantial resources and 
secrecy, even decades after 
the Cold War's end.

North Sentinel IslandWhile not a government facili-
ty, North Sentinel Island in the 
Andaman Islands represents a 
different kind of secret—an iso-
lated indigenous population that 
has violently rejected contact 
with the outside world. The 
Sentinelese people, estimated to 
number between 50 and 400 in-
dividuals, remain one of the last 
uncontacted tribes on Earth. 
The Indian government has es-
tablished a three-mile exclusion 
zone around the island follow-
ing several deadly encounters 
between the Sentinelese and 
outsiders.

The truth hidden on North 
Sentinel Island is fundamental-

ly different from military se-
crets or government conspira-
cies. Here, the hidden truth in-
volves a complete culture, lan-
guage, and way of life that has 
remained virtually unchanged 
for tens of thousands of years. 
The Sentinelese represent a liv-
ing window into humanity's 
distant past, yet their fierce in-
dependence means that their 
society, beliefs, and daily lives 
remain entirely unknown to an-
thropologists and the outside 
world.

This enforced isolation raises 
profound questions about our 
right to know versus their right to 
privacy and self-determination. 

These secret areas scattered across the globe serve various purposes, from protecting national security to preserving 
indigenous autonomy. The truths they hide range from advanced military technology and intelligence gathering capabil-
ities to historical records and continuity of government plans. While some secrecy serves legitimate purposes of nation-
al defense and diplomatic necessity, the culture of classification and restricted access inevitably breeds speculation and 

conspiracy theories.What remains clear is that as long as governments, institutions, and organizations maintain secret 
facilities and restricted areas, humanity will continue to wonder what truths are being concealed. In our age of satellites, 

drones, and digital surveillance, truly keeping secrets has become increasingly difficult, yet these locations persist in 
maintaining their mysteries. Whether the truths they hide justify such extensive secrecy, or whether greater transparen-

cy would better serve the public interest, remains a matter of ongoing debate in our complex modern world.
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Mbappé’s Madrid scoring surge sparks 
comparisons with Cristiano Ronaldo

Mbappé’s 
prolific 

run at Madrid 
revives debate 

over whether he 
can eclipse 

Ronaldo

MADRID
 

Kylian Mbappé’s remarkable 
scoring streak for Real Ma-
drid has reignited compari-
sons with club legend Cristia-
no Ronaldo, with even senior 
figures at the Spanish giants 
wondering how far the French 
forward can go. After scoring 
his 23rd goal in 22 La Liga 
matches in Madrid’s 2-0 win 
over Valencia, Mbappé once 
again underlined his growing 
influence in white.

Madrid coach Álvaro Arbe-
loa said Mbappé possesses the 
qualities required to follow in 
Ronaldo’s footsteps, while 
cautioning that the Portuguese 
star’s achievements remain 
extraordinary. “What Cristia-
no achieved seemed extrater-
restrial, something impossible 
to match,” Arbeloa said. 
“Mbappé has a long way to 
go because Cristiano was here 

for many years, but he has the 
conditions to follow in his 
footsteps. And if anyone can 
surpass him, it’s Kylian.”

Ronaldo, now 41 and play-
ing in Saudi Arabia, repre-
sented Real Madrid from 
2009 to 2018 and left as the 
club’s all-time leading scorer 
with 451 goals in 438 com-
petitive appearances. His lon-
gevity and consistency set 
benchmarks few have come 
close to matching. Mbappé, 
who joined Madrid last sea-
son at the age of 27, has wast-
ed little time making his 
mark. In 2025, he scored 59 
goals, equalling Ronaldo’s 
club-record tally from 2013. 
At the time, Mbappé de-
scribed Ronaldo as his “idol” 
and “the best player in the 
history of Real Madrid”. The 
Frenchman has begun 2026 in 
even more devastating fash-
ion. He has nine goals in sev-

en matches this year, com-
pared to the 11 games he 
needed to reach the same tally 
last season. Overall, Mbappé 
has 43 goals in 35 appearanc-
es for club and country this 
term.“It’s a great fortune be-
cause right now he’s the best 
player in the world with what 
he’s proving game after 
game,” Arbeloa said. The 
coach, a former Madrid de-
fender, was a teammate of 
Ronaldo during his playing 
days at the club. Mbappé’s 
teammate Aurélien Tchoua-
méni has also suggested that 
the forward has what it takes 
to chase down Ronaldo’s re-
cords. Madrid, meanwhile, 
have won seven straight 
league matches and sit one 
point behind leaders Barcelo-
na after 23 games, with a 
Champions League knockout 
tie against José Mourinho’s 
Benfica looming next.

Joan Laporta steps down 
as Barcelona FC president, 

to seek re-election
Laporta resigns as 

Barcelona president to 
contest elections, 

triggering March 15 
polls.

BARCELONA
  

Joan Laporta has stepped 
down as president of FC Bar-
celona to seek re-election, 
setting in motion a 35-day 
countdown to club elections 
scheduled for March 15. The 
club confirmed the develop-
ment, in accordance with its 
statutes, which require a sit-
ting president to resign before 
contesting a fresh mandate.

Laporta, who returned to 
office in March 2021 after se-
curing 54 per cent of the vote, 
relinquishes the role after 
nearly five years at the helm. 
Barcelona vice-president Rafa 
Yuste will serve as acting 
president for the next three 
and a half months until a new 
board formally takes charge. 
If re-elected, Laporta is ex-
pected to resume office on 
July 1.

The 62-year-old lawyer is 
widely considered the front-
runner in the race and is set to 
renew his rivalry with Victor 
Font, who finished second in 
the previous election. Former 
club executive Xavier Vila-
joana has also declared his 
candidacy, along with econo-
mist Marc Ciria, who will be 
contesting his first Barcelona 
presidential election.

Approximately 100,000 
Barcelona members of legal 
age, each with at least one 
year of membership, are eligi-
ble to vote. As in 2021, the 
club said polling will be con-
ducted across multiple venues 
to encourage greater partici-

pation. Voting stations will be 
set up at club facilities, in the 
Catalan provincial capitals of 
Girona, Tarragona and Lleida, 
as well as in Andorra la Vella.

Barcelona clarified that 
postal voting will not be per-
mitted this time, noting that it 
was allowed only as an ex-
ceptional measure during the 
2021 elections due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

More than 20,000 members 
had voted by post in that elec-
tion.

Laporta’s second tenure has 
coincided with a period of 
major transition. It began with 
Lionel Messi’s departure to 
Paris Saint-Germain and has 
since seen the club regain do-
mestic strength, defending La 
Liga and Copa del Rey titles 
while returning to European 
relevance with a Champions 
League semi-final appearance 
last season.

Off the field, Barcelona re-
turned to the Camp Nou in 
November after a prolonged 
renovation, albeit with limited 
capacity and ongoing work. 
The comeback, coupled with 
the emergence of teenage star 
Lamine Yamal and the attack-
ing philosophy of coach Han-
si Flick, has fuelled renewed 
optimism among supporters 
ahead of the elections.

Italy’s historic T20 World Cup debut offers hope amid football’s ongoing struggles

KOLKATA
 

Italy men’s cricket captain 
Wayne Madsen hopes his 
team’s maiden appearance at 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup can provide inspiration to 
the country’s celebrated yet 
struggling football team, 
which faces an uphill task to 
qualify for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup. Speaking ahead 
of Italy’s landmark debut 
against Scotland, Madsen said 
strong performances on the 
global cricket stage could lift 
sporting spirits back home.

Italy, four-time football 
world champions, have en-
dured a difficult period in re-
cent years. Since lifting the 
trophy in 2006, they exited 
early in the 2010 and 2014 
editions and failed to qualify 
for the 2018 and 2022 tourna-
ments. 

Their 2026 campaign has 
also faltered, with Italy now 
relying on the playoffs after 
failing to top their qualifying 
group and suffering a heavy 
defeat to Norway.

“Hopefully, we can inspire 
the football team to a World 
Cup as well,” Madsen said. 
“If we can perform at a level 
that inspires them to get there, 
that would be something spe-
cial.”

Madsen said Italy’s cricket-
ers have prepared thoroughly 
for the ICC showpiece, with 
training camps and competi-
tive matches helping the 
squad settle into tournament 
mode. “We had really good 
preparation in Dubai, played 
competitive games against 
Ireland and followed it up 
with solid practice matches,” 
he said. “Now the challenge is 
taking that form into the pres-
sure cooker of the World 
Cup.”

Acknowledging that nerves 
are inevitable,  Madsen 
stressed the importance of 
handling big-match pressure. 
“How we react on the big 
stage will be our biggest test. 
The opportunity to create 
something special is what 
we’re focused on,” he said.

Playing in India has added 
to the occasion for the Italian 
side. “It’s a cricket-mad na-
tion and just coming here to 
play is a huge honour,” Mad-
sen said, praising the warm 
reception they have received.

While cricket still remains 
a niche sport in Italy, Madsen 
believes interest will grow as 
World Cup matches are tele-
vised. He said the team hopes 
to leave a lasting legacy for 
the sport back home.

Italy head coach John Davi-
son echoed those sentiments, 
noting that cricket’s Olympic 
status could accelerate devel-
opment in the country. With 
more than 100 clubs already 
in place, Davison said im-
proved infrastructure and 
funding could help Italy build 
a stronger future in the sport.

Italy cricket captain Madsen hopes T20 WC 
entry can inspire struggling football team

Serena Williams Listed as 
Eligible to Return on Feb 22
LONDON

 
Serena Williams has been 
listed as eligible to return 
to professional tennis from 
February 22 by the Interna-
tional Tennis Integrity 
Agency (ITIA), a move 
that has fuelled fresh spec-
ulation about a potential 
comeback by one of the 
sport’s greatest champions. 
The 23-time Grand Slam 
singles winner, now 44, 
was included on the ITIA’s 
register of players subject 
to anti-doping require-
ments, meaning she would 
be cleared to compete from 
that date if she chose to do 
so. However, it remains 
unclear whether Williams 
intends to resume her ca-
reer on the women’s tour.

Williams first raised eye-
brows late last year when 

she quietly 
rejoined 

the ten-
nis an-

ti-doping testing pool, a 
step typically required of 
players planning to return 
to competition. At the time, 
she played down the signif-
icance of the move, insist-
ing it did not signal an im-
minent comeback to a 
sport she dominated for 
nearly two decades.

Speculation intensified 
again last month when 
Williams appeared on a 
show and deflected direct 
questions about a possible 
return, offering no firm de-
nial and leaving fans and 
commentators guessing 
about her future intentions.

The Women’s Tennis As-
sociation (WTA) did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment out-
side normal business hours 
on Tuesday.

Williams last competed 
at the 2022 U.S. Open, 
where she was eliminated 
in the third round in what 
she described as an “evolu-
tion” away from tennis. 
She won her most recent 
Grand Slam singles title at 
the Australian Open in 
2017, while pregnant with 
her daughter, a triumph 
widely regarded as one of 

the most remarkable 
achievements in the 
sport’s history.

Since stepping 
away from compe-
tition, Williams 
has focused on 
business ven-
tures, philanthro-
py and family 
life, while re-
maining a prom-
inent figure in 
global sport and 
culture. Any re-
turn, even a lim-
ited one, would 
be a major mo-
ment for wom-
en’s tennis, giv-
en her enduring 
influence and 
legacy.

F1 Driver Kimi Antonelli 
Unharmed After Car Crash 

Close in San Marino
BRACKLEY

 
Formula 1 driver Kimi Anton-
elli emerged unhurt after be-
ing involved in a road acci-
dent near his home in San 
Marino, his Mercedes team 
confirmed on Tuesday. The 
incident involved no other ve-
hicles and caused damage 
only to Antonelli’s car.

In a statement, Mercedes 
said the young Italian driver 
promptly informed authorities 
after the crash. “We can con-
firm that Kimi was involved 
in a traffic accident on Satur-
day night close to his home in 
San Marino,” the team said. 
“The police attended the 

scene after being called by 
Kimi. His was the only car 
involved and while his vehi-
cle was damaged, Kimi was 
completely unhurt.” It was 
reported that the crash in-
volved a Mercedes supercar 
which struck a retaining wall 
along the San Marino Super-
strada, a major roadway link-
ing the microstate with neigh-
bouring parts of Italy. Accord-
ing to the report, local author-
ities have opened an investi-
gation to determine the cause 
of the accident, though no 
injuries were reported.

Antonelli, widely regarded 
as one of Italy’s most promis-
ing young motorsport talents, 
has been closely watched as 
part of Mercedes’ future plans 
in Formula 1. The team’s re-
assurance regarding his con-
dition is expected to ease con-
cerns as preparations continue 
for the upcoming season.

The timing of the incident 
comes amid ongoing pre-sea-
son activities, with Formula 1 
testing set to resume on 
Wednesday in Bahrain. Mer-
cedes did not indicate wheth-

er the accident would have 
any impact on Antonelli’s 
immediate schedule, sug-
gesting that the focus re-
mains firmly on track 
preparations.

Alonso Motivated but Still Unsure 
About F1 Future After 2026

JEDDAH
 

Two-time world champion Fernando Alon-
so said that he remains fully motivated 
ahead of the new Formula One season but 
has yet to decide whether it will be his last, 
as the sport prepares to enter a new techni-
cal era.

Speaking in Saudi Arabia ahead of 
pre-season testing in Bahrain, the 
44-year-old Spaniard — the oldest 
driver on the grid — said he intends 
to enjoy every moment of the cam-
paign after already making a record 
425 grand prix starts.

Formula One begins a new engine 
cycle this season, with Aston Martin 
also starting afresh as a works team. 
Honda replaces Mercedes as the 
power unit supplier, while the 
season opens with the Aus-
tralian Grand Prix on 
March 8. The AMR26 is 
the Silverstone-based 
team’s first car shaped 
under the leadership of 
legendary designer 
Adrian Newey, with 
technical direction 
from former Ferrari 
man Enrico Cardile.

“This first year in 
this set of regulations 
will provide a lot of ac-
tion and a lot of input 
and feedback from the 
driver,” Alonso said. “I 
think it’s going to be a 

very interesting season from a driver point 
of view.” Alonso, who won his world titles 
with Renault in 2005 and 2006 and last 
claimed a race victory with Ferrari in 2013, 
said his future beyond 2026 remains open.

“I feel very proud to be part of this organ-
isation. I don’t know if it’s going to be the 

last season, but my plan is to enjoy 
every second,” he said. “If I 

make one more season, I will 
also be happy. I will do it race 
by race.”

He acknowledged that For-
mula One’s demands go be-
yond racing, with heavy off-
track commitments also influ-
encing longevity. Alonso added 

that how the new regulations af-
fect racing, overtaking and on-
track action would play a role in 

any decision about 2027.
Aston Martin finished sev-

enth in the constructors’ 
championship last year and 
have already faced a cau-
tious start, with the new 
car appearing late at a re-
cent shakedown in Barce-
lona. Alonso expects a 
challenging opening phase 
but is optimistic about 
stronger performances lat-
er in the season.

“To be in the top five 
in the constructors’ 
championship will be a 
must, in a way,” he 
said.

Indian tennis hopes set to rejuvenate 
from Dhakshineswar Suresh

BENGALURU
 

Indian tennis found a rare, 
stirring moment of renewal as 
Dhaksh ineswar  Suresh 
emerged as the face of a 
memorable Davis Cup tri-
umph that could signal bright-
er days ahead. 

At the SM Krishna Tennis 
Stadium, scenes of unre-
strained joy followed India’s 
stunning 3-2 victory over 
world No. 6 Netherlands in 
the Qualifiers Round 1 tie, 
achieved after an exhausting 
eight-hour battle that kept 
Cubbon Park buzzing well 
past 11 pm.

Players embraced, families 
soaked in the emotion and 
fans refused to leave the 
stands, but amid the celebra-
tions, Dhakshineswar re-
mained strikingly composed. 
The 25-year-old, ranked 
465th in the world, was the 
architect of India’s win, con-
tributing to all three decisive 
points — two singles and one 
doubles  — a feat  las t 
achieved by Leander Paes in 
2004.

What stood out was not just 
Dhakshineswar’s booming 
serve, nimble footwork or 
confident volleying, but his 
calm under pressure. 

Against higher-ranked op-
ponents and in crunch mo-
ments, he trusted his game 
and delivered. His victory 

over world No. 88 Jesper De 
Jong marked his first win 
against a top-100 player. 

Partnering Yuki Bhambri, 
he then won a crucial doubles 
rubber before sealing the tie 
with a straight-sets win over 
Guy Den Ouden, without 
facing a single break-
point.

“I just wanted 
to give it out 
there for India 
and for my-
self,” said 
D h a k -
shineswar, a 
Wake Forest 
Univers i ty 
student, re-
flecting on the 
physical and 
mental toll of back-
to-back marathon 
matches.

T h e  D u t c h , 
missing their top 
two players, may 
rue underestimat-
ing both India 
and an inspired 
home  c rowd 
that played a 
silent but deci-
sive role. For 
India ,  th is 
victory offers 
more than a 
result — it 
brings re-
newed be-
lief.
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From speculation to certainty: 
India-Pakistan clash finally locked in

After weeks of uncertainty, Pakistan confirm February 15 India clash in T20 World Cup
COLOMBO

 
The road to confirmation 
was anything but smooth. 
Uncertainty first crept in on 
January 24, when the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC) replaced Bangladesh 
with Scotland in Group C af-
ter Bangladesh’s request to 
shift matches out of India 
was rejected. The request 
was made citing security 
concerns following the re-
moval of Mustafizur Rahman 
from the Kolkata Knight 
Riders squad at the directive 
of the BCCI.

The decision triggered 
strong reactions in Pakistan. 

Pak i s t an  Cr i cke t 
Board (PCB) chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi 
termed the treatment 
of Bangladesh “un-
fair”, while the coun-
try’s interior minister 
indicated that a call 
on whether Pakistan 
would play India 
would be taken at the 
highest political level 
by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif. Talk 
of a possible boycott 
quickly gathered mo-
mentum.

A day later, on Jan-
uary 25, Pakistan an-
n o u n c e d  t h e i r 

1 5 - m e m b e r 
squad for  the 
T20 World Cup, 
led by Salman 
Ali  Agha and 
featuring senior 
b a t t e r  B a b a r 
Azam. The squad 
announcement 
did little to calm 
speculation, with 
officials main-
taining that the 
f inal  decision 
rested with the 
Prime Minister.

On January 26, 
Naqvi met Sheh-
baz Sharif and 
stated publicly 

that all options were still 
open. He said the govern-
ment would take a final call 
after further deliberations, 
keeping the cricketing and 
diplomatic implications in 
mind.

The situation took another 
turn on February 1, when the 
Pakistan government an-
nounced that the team would 
travel to Sri Lanka but would 
not play the India match. The 
PCB refrained from issuing 
a detailed statement, even as 
the ICC reportedly warned 
Pakistan of serious conse-
quences, including possible 
sanctions.

Beyond sporting fallout, 

commercial concerns also 
loomed large. Broadcasters, 
particularly JioHotstar, were 
said to be worried about the 
financial impact of losing the 
tournament’s biggest draw, 
with discussions around 
compensation reportedly sur-
facing.

Late on February 10, how-
ever, clarity finally emerged. 
The Pakistan government 
confirmed that the team 
would take the field against 
India, effectively closing the 
chapter on boycott fears and 
ensuring that the world’s 
most watched cricket rivalry 
will play out in Colombo as 
scheduled.

Thank ICC for this 
amicable solution to Pak 
impasse: Rajeev Shukla

NEW DELHI
 

BCCI vice-president Rajeev 
Shukla on Tuesday lauded the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) for finding what he 
termed an “amicable and very 
good solution” that led to Pa-
kistan withdrawing its boycott 
threat and agreeing to play 
India in the T20 World 
Cup 2026. The mar-
quee  Group  A 
clash between the 
arch-rivals  is 
now set to be 
played on Febru-
ary 15 at the R 
Premadasa Stadi-
um in Colombo, as 
originally scheduled.

Speaking to reporters in 
New Delhi, Shukla thanked 
ICC chairman Jay Shah and 
the global body’s office-bear-
ers for their role in resolving 
the impasse. He said the deci-
sion came after detailed dis-
cussions involving the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) and 
the Bangladesh Cricket Board 
(BCB), with the ICC taking 
into account the views and in-
terests of all stakeholders.

“I would like to thank the 
ICC chairman and its of-
fice-bearers on behalf of the 
BCCI for finding a very good 
solution. After listening to all 
sides, this decision has been 
taken. It is very important for 
cricket,” Shukla said. He add-
ed that the resolution would 
ensure the smooth conduct of 
the World Cup and enhance 
its overall success.

Emphasising the larger pic-
ture, Shukla noted that inter-
national cricket must take 
precedence over political 
or administrative disagree-
ments. “Ultimately, cricket 
is most important for ev-
eryone.  International 
cricket is important for 

everyone,” he said, calling the 
outcome a significant achieve-
ment for the ICC.

Pakistan’s decision to re-
verse its boycott stance fol-
lowed sustained diplomatic 
and cricketing efforts. Bangla-
desh Cricket Board president 
Aminul Islam publicly urged 
Pakistan to play the match for 

the greater good of the 
sport. Sri Lanka Pres-

ident Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake 
also reportedly 
spoke to Pakistan 
Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, 

encouraging him 
to allow the team to 

take the field.
The matter was further 

discussed after PCB chairman 
Mohsin Naqvi briefed Sharif 
on his dialogue with the ICC. 
As part of the resolution, the 
ICC decided not to impose 
penalties on Bangladesh, 
which had earlier been re-
moved from the tournament 
after refusing to play matches 
in India citing security con-
cerns. Pakistan’s initial boy-
cott call had been made in 
solidarity with Bangladesh 
following its replacement by 
Scotland. With the issue now 
settled, the focus shifts back 

to cricket, with fans 
set to witness 

the high-volt-
age India-Pa-
k i s t a n  e n -
coun te r  in 

Colombo.

Rajeev 
Shukla 

praised ICC for 
resolving standoff, 

ensuring India-
Pakistan World 

Cup clash

ICC decided against penalising Bangladesh after dialogue amid 
broader South Asia cricket impasse

ICC not to sanction Bangladesh for 
refusal to play T20 WC in India

DUBAI
 

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced that 
it will not impose any finan-
cial, sporting or administra-
tive sanctions on the Bangla-
desh Cricket Board (BCB) for 
refusing to play its T20 World 
Cup 2026 matches in India. 
The decision was taken after 
extensive dialogue with the 
BCB and the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB), the world body 
said in a statement.

Bangladesh had declined to 
travel to India for the global 
tournament citing security 
concerns and were subse-
quently replaced by Scotland. 
Pakistan later announced a 
boycott of its February 15 
match against India in solidar-
ity with Bangladesh, trigger-
ing a wider crisis for the tour-
nament before the issue was 
eventually resolved.

“It is agreed that no finan-
cial, sporting or administra-
tive penalty will be imposed 
on Bangladesh Cricket Board 
in relation to the current mat-
ter,” the ICC said, adding that 
the BCB retains the right to 
approach the Dispute Resolu-
tion Committee under exist-
ing regulations if it chooses to 
do so. The ICC stressed that 

its approach was guided by 
principles of neutrality and 
fairness, with an emphasis on 
facilitation rather than punish-
ment.

As part of the broader un-
derstanding reached during 
discussions, the ICC also con-
firmed that Bangladesh will 
host an ICC event between 
2028 and 2031, subject to 
standard hosting processes 
and operational requirements. 
The move, the ICC said, re-
flects confidence in Bangla-
desh’s capabilities as a host 
nation and reinforces its com-
mitment to developing cricket 
across its membership.

ICC chief executive Sanjog 
Gupta described Bangladesh’s 
absence from the T20 World 
Cup as “regrettable” but said 
it would not affect the ICC’s 

long-term commitment to the 
country. He emphasised that 
Bangladesh remains a priority 
cricket ecosystem with over 
200 million passionate fans 
and deserving of sustained in-
vestment.

The ICC further said it had 
concluded an open and con-
structive dialogue with both 
the PCB and the BCB, cover-
ing not only the immediate 
World Cup concerns but also 
the broader future of cricket 
in South Asia. 

Reaffirming Bangladesh’s 
status as a valued Full Mem-
ber, the ICC said all stake-
holders remained committed 
to cooperation and continued 
engagement to protect the in-
tegrity of the game and pre-
serve unity within the global 
cricket fraternity.

NEW DELHI
 

Bas de Leede struck a composed 72 
as the Netherlands kept their Super 8 

hopes alive in the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026 with a convincing sev-
en-wicket victory over Namibia in a 

Group A encounter.
Producing a disciplined all-

round display, the Dutch first re-
stricted Namibia to a modest 156 
for eight before overhauling the 
target comfortably with two 
overs to spare. 

The win came as a timely 
boost for the Netherlands, who 
were looking to bounce back after 

letting a strong position slip in 
their previous loss to Pakistan.

Namibia, playing their first match of the 
tournament, showed signs of rust after a long 

gap in competitive cricket. 
Put in to bat, they struggled for momentum 

early as Logan van Beek (2/13) and Aryan Dutt 
(1/13) kept things tight with the new ball. 

Dutt drew first blood by luring Nikolaas 
Davin Steenkamp out of his crease for a 
sharp stumping by skipper Scott Edwards.

A steady 50-run stand between Jan 
Frylinck (30) and Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton 
(42) helped Namibia recover through the 
middle overs, while JJ Smit added late 
impetus with a brisk 22. 

However, timely strikes by van 
Beek ensured Namibia could not cap-
italise, and the African side finished 
with a total that always looked 

slightly below par on a good bat-
ting surface.

In reply, the Netherlands lost 
Max O’Dowd early but Mochale 
Levitt (28) provided a brisk start 
during the powerplay. 

Colin Ackermann (32) then 
joined de Leede to stabilise the in-

nings, rotating the strike effectively 
and punishing loose deliveries.
De Leede anchored the chase with 

maturity, mixing caution with aggres-
sion in his 48-ball knock that included 

nine boundaries, four of them sixes. 
With the result firmly in hand, Edwards 

chipped in with an unbeaten 18 to seal the 
chase as the Netherlands reached 159 for three 

in 18 overs. The Netherlands next face the USA 
in Chennai on February 13, while Namibia will 
be up against hosts India at the same venue on 
February 12.

T20 WC: Netherlands boost Super 8 
hopes with 7-wicket win over Namibia

It’s been a huge learning curve for me 
as an organiser, feels Sharath Kamal

CHENNAI
 

Former India No.1 Sharath Kamal admits 
that life after competitive table tennis has 
brought fresh challenges, but 
also renewed excitement, as he 
steps into the role of an organ-
iser and administrator. The 
43-year-old, who played his 
farewell international match 
at the WTT Star Contend-
er in Chennai in March 
last year, says the tran-
sition has been a “huge 
learning curve”.

Since hanging up 
his  internat ional 
boots, Sharath has 
remained deeply 
connected to the 
sport. He was elected 
to the International 
Table Tennis Federa-
tion (ITTF) Athletes’ 
Commission and also 
serves on the Indian 
Olympic Association’s 
Athletes’ Commission, 
roles that have given him a 
broader perspective on the 
game beyond the playing 
arena.

At present, Sharath is fo-
cused on overseeing prepara-
tions for the WTT Star Con-
tender, scheduled to be held 
from February 10 at the Tam-
il Nadu Physical Education 
and Sports University (TN-
PESU) campus here. The 

matches will be played at the SDAT-High 
Performance Table Tennis Centre located 
within the university premises, a facility 
closely associated with his academy.

As the Advisory Director of the 
High-Performance Centre, Sharath is eager 
to present the venue to players, officials 
and fans alike. “I miss the competition as a 
player. But as an organiser, it’s been a huge 
learning curve,” Sharath told, reflecting on 
his evolving role in the sport.

Acknowledging the academy’s location 
at Melakottaiyur, over 40 kilometres from 
the city centre, Sharath said entry for spec-

tators will be free to encourage atten-
dance. 

“We want more people to come 
and watch our facility, which has a 
seating capacity of around 700,” he 
said, adding that World Table Ten-

nis officials have been pleased with 
the arrangements so far.
“They are keen to see how an acad-

emy that has largely been used for 
training will hold up as a tournament 
venue,” Sharath noted.

Looking ahead, he revealed 
plans to identify young talent for 
t h e academy’s residen-

tial programme. 
Sharath said the 
selection process 
will soon begin to 

shortlist 15 pad-
dlers in the 11–17 

age group, underlining 
his commitment to 
nurturing the next 
generation of Indian 
table tennis players.

‘In prime years of 
career and want 

to make most out 
of it’: Manush

CHENNAI
 

Indian paddler Manush Shah 
believes he is entering the 
most important phase of his 
career and is determined to 
maximise it by competing 
strongly across multiple cate-
gories while carefully manag-
ing his fitness and workload. 
The 25-year-old from Baroda 
enjoyed a breakthrough 2025 
and is now focused on sus-
taining that momentum as he 
builds towards the Asian 
Games. Last year proved 
memorable for Manush as he 
made significant strides in 
men’s singles, doubles and 
team events. The standout 
moment came when he and 
mixed doubles partner Diya 
Chitale reached the WTT Fi-
nals in Hong Kong, becoming 
the first Indian pair to break 
into the top eight and qualify 
for the season-ending event. 
He added to that success ear-
lier this year by winning the 
WTT Feeder in Vadodara, a 
special achievement on home 
soil. However, playing across 
categories has brought its 
own challenges. “Honestly, 
that’s the most difficult part 
of my journey at the mo-
ment,” Manush said. “When I 
play an international tourna-
ment, I normally have three 
events — men’s singles, 
men’s doubles and mixed 
doubles — to focus on, while 
also balancing domestic com-
mitments.”

FIH Pro League: India hopes for 
a winning start to a crucial year

ROURKELA
 

Selection debates and off-
field issues may have domi-
nated headlines in recent 
weeks, but the Indian men’s 
hockey team will look to shift 
focus back to the field when it 
opens its international season 
in the FIH Pro League at the 
Birsa Munda Stadium here on 
Wednesday. Coach Craig Ful-
ton and his squad will be keen 
to draw a line under the dis-
tractions and begin a pivotal 
year on a positive note.

India face a stern test in 
their opener against Belgium, 
with the World Cup just six 
months away shaping the ap-
proach of all competing sides. 

For India, the spotlight will 
be firmly on young players 
such as Amandeep Lakra, 
Rosan Kujur and Manmeet 
Singh, who have earned their 

places after impressive per-
formances in the Hockey In-
dia League and the Junior 
World Cup. 

The trio represent the next 
generation Fulton hopes will 
add depth and competition to 
the squad as India balance im-
mediate results with long-
term planning.

“We are focused on build-
ing depth but at the same time 
getting closer to performance. 
You can’t get both all the 
time,” Fulton said on Mon-
day. “Are we playing the 
strongest group right now? 
We have to spread a little bit 
because we need to give other 
players opportunities.”

Belgium captain Arthur van 
Doren echoed those senti-
ments, admitting that the Pro 
League has become an im-
portant testing ground ahead 
of the World Cup.


