W=RLD NEWS

CH sc

Certified English Daily

1|B|C

@ chstatenews@gmail.com

The Truth Speaks

Conditions
For Hormuz
Reopening

TUESDAY ' AUGUST 11,2026 VOL:12

Iran Sets m m Z 22 lakh crore

powers
India’s
buildout’

No cabinet shake-up for now!

CM, who is back in B’luru after a Delhi trip, rules out meeting demands for Cabinet
positions now, says he will only allocate portfolios to 19 ministers for now.

BENGALURU

The All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) has put off its
plans for a minor Cabinet re-
shuffle until after the monsoon
session of the legislature ends.
The legislature will meet on
August 13, leaving barely any
time for the party to undertake
a Cabinet revamp.

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar who returned to Bengalu-
ru after meeting AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge in
Delhi on Sunday night told the
media on Monday that he
would only allocate portfolios
to the 19 ministers for now.

He ruled out considering de-
mands for Cabinet positions
now, saying they would follow
once the legislature session is
over. His comments suggested
inducting a woman member or
making a minor Cabinet re-
shuffle would happen only
after the monsoon session con-
cludes. “No discussions on
that now,” Shivakumar said
regarding a Cabinet revamp.

The CM has been trying to
address discontent among sec-
tions of his senior MLA col-
leagues after the August 3
Cabinet expansion left them
angry. Some of them, includ-
ing Bengaluru MLA M Krish-
nappa, are firm on securing
ministership.

AICC general secretary RS
Surjewala and the CM have
personally reached out to
some senior MLAs to defuse

tensions, but the effort has not
worked in some cases. Shiva-
kumar, sources said, consid-
ered a minor revamp that in-
cluded dropping two or three
ministers and inducting senior
legislators in their place.

DKS-KCV chalk out rejig plans
DK Shivakumar on Monday
held further discussions with
AICC general secretary (or-
ganisation) KC Venugopal on
a minor Cabinet reshuffle and
the allocation of portfolios to
the newly-inducted ministers,
days after a late-night meeting
with party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge. Shivakumar had
held discussions with Kharge
for more than two hours on
Sunday night, and followed it
up with talks with Venugopal
on Monday morning before
leaving for Bengaluru.
According to sources, the
CM discussed the induction of
a woman member into the
Cabinet, along with the alloca-
tion of portfolios to the new-

ly-inducted ministers. A minor
reshuffle in Cabinet alloca-
tions is also on the cards to
accommodate disgruntled leg-
islators, sources said, with one
or two newly-inducted minis-
ters likely to be dropped. "We
have to induct one woman; we
will do that. There is no urgen-
cy," Shivakumar told reporters
after meeting Kharge.

Karnataka had seen a major
Cabinet expansion early this
month, with 19 ministers in-
ducted, taking the Council of
Ministers' strength to 33, in-
cluding the chief minister. One
berth in the Cabinet remains
vacant.

AICC puts off reshuffle

to a later date

The All India Congress Committee
(AICC) has put off a planned minor
cabinet reshuffle and further adjust-
ments in Karnataka to a later date,
delaying efforts to appease senior
legislators disgruntled by the recent
August 3 cabinet expansion.

Reasons for delay

 Dissent management:

The chaotic August 3 expansion led to
protests, threats of resignation, and
deep discontent among senior MLAs
left out of the ministry.

[ [Focus on legislature:

Party leaders indicated that any minor
adjustments, such as inducting a wom-
an member or dropping a few ministers,
will only be considered after the ongo-
ing monsoon session concludes.

| High command interventions:

AICC General Secretary Randeep Singh

Surjewala and top state leaders are still
attempting to defuse local tensions be-
fore making further structural changes.

 |cabinet strength:

33 ministers are sworn in, leaving
one vacancy

No confusions on portfolio allocation: GP

Bengaluru: Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister G Parameshwara on Monday said
there are no confusions regarding allocation of portfolios to ministers who

were newly-inducted into Cabinet, and the process will be completed
soon. He said Chief Minister DK Shivakumar had gone to New Delhi to
discuss with Congress high command and the portfolios may be an-

nounced once he is back. "There is no confusion, the pro- -
cess has to be completed after discussing with the high

command," he told reporters.
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‘Water security is 7th guarantee’

CM promises
Yettinahole water
to Kolar and
Chickballapur by
2027-end

KOLAR

Announcing that the Congress
government has decided to en-
sure water security as its sev-
enth guarantee scheme for the
people, Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar on Monday said resi-
dents of the parched Kolar and
Chickballapur districts would
receive water from the Yettina-
hole Project by the end of 2027
as part of the new guarantee.
After inaugurating various
development projects in Malur
of Kolar district, he sought to
allay fears about the feasibility
of the Yettinahole Project.
“The JD(S) state president
(HD Kumaraswamy) may say
the Yettinahole Project cannot
be implemented. It is a difficult
project, but should we not
make an effort to implement it?
Nothing worthwhile comes
easy. We are committed to bring-
ing water from the Western
Ghats through Hassan to Kolar
and Chickballapur under the
Yettinahole Project.” Efforts had
already been made to bring water
up to Tumakuru, he said.
Filling lakes
The CM pointed out that 104
lakes in Kolar and Chickbal-
lapur districts had been filled
through the K.C. Valley proj-
ect, while work was under way
to fill another 65 lakes through
the HN Valley Project.

‘Don’t worry about Yettinahole Project feasibility’

Speaking after inaugurating various development projects in Malur taluk of Kolar district,
CM DK Shivakumar allayed fears about the feasibility of the Yettinahole Project, promising
that water from the Western Ghats will reach the Kolar and Chickballapur districts by the
end of 2027 as part of the state's new water security 'guarantee’.

“We have decided to fill over
700 lakes with treated water.
The aim is to recharge ground-
water, fill lakes and ensure wa-
ter reaches farmers. We have
formulated several programmes
to address the water shortage in
Kolar and Chickballapur. On
August 15, we will announce
details of the projects launched
by our government with respect
to drinking water,” he said.
Kolar farmers model to others
He hailed the farmers of the
parched Kolar for their resil-
ience and described them as a
model for other farmers in the
state. “The people of Karnata-
ka should remember the farm-
ers of this district. Even when
the groundwater level receded
below 2,000 feet, they did not
lose hope or resort to extreme
steps. Instead, they produced
milk, vegetables, silk and flow-
ers and supplied them to Ben-
galuru. They demonstrated
self-respect and determination.”

‘We guarantee water’
State commitment to deliver water

to parched regions.

Target completion set for late 2027
to supply water to arid districts.

Extension of pipeline networks fol-
lowing progress up to Tumakuru.

Plans include filling over 700
local lakes with treated water to
boost groundwater levels.

Aimed at resolving long-stand-
ing drinking water scarcity across
drought-hit southern regions.

Local development
initiatives
Focus on creating new local jobs
and filling vacant govt posts.

Plans announced to set up a new
Govt Medical College in Kolar.

Acknowledgment of farming com-
munity resilience amid severe
water shortages.

PARLIAMENT MONSOON SESSION
4 days left, key bills yet to see the light

NEW DELHI

Uncertainty looms over the
key bills on women's reserva-
tion and delimitation, and the
Foreign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Amendment Bill, with
only four days left for the on-
going Monsoon Session. None
of these are listed for today in
Lok Sabha.

The Congress and its major
allies have asserted that they
would oppose these Bills in
Parliament, though a few op-
position parties have softened
their stance on women's quota
and delimitation issues.

The Bill that proposes a
33% quota for women in 2029
and expand the House strength
was introduced in April but
failed to muster two-thirds
support for the Constitutional
amendment.

The FCRA Bill seeks to
tighten regulations on foreign
funding received by Indian
non-government organisations
(NGOs). The Congress has

25

called the FCRA Bill "uncon-
stitutional and anti-people”
and alleged that it targeted mi-
norities. The Monsoon Session
began on July 20 and will con-
tinue till August 13.

The session appears headed
for a virtual washout, with the
opposition protesting over the
police action on NEET agita-
tors, except for a debate on the
anti-paper leak bill that
cleared both Houses of Parlia-
ment. Both the BJP and Con-
gress have issued whips to
their MPs to be present in Par-
liament for the final week
showdown.

legislation

WOMEN’S RESERVATION AND
DELIMITATION PROPOSALS
Stalled due to a lack of the required
two-thirds majority support in the
house and fierce opposition pushback
regarding constituency redrawing.

FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION
(REGULATION) AMENDMENT
(FCRA) BILL, 2026
Faces sharp political resistance from op-
position parties over stricter compliance
norms for NGOs and foreign funding.

VIKSIT BHARAT SHIKSHA
ADHISHTHAN (VBSA) BILL, 2025
Long-standing higher education govern-
ance reform currently under review by a
joint parliamentary committee.

PRIVATE MEMBER BILLS
Important long-term proposals like the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) Guaran-
tee Bill and the Right to Health Bill re-

main pending without formal consensus.

Govt yet to decide on FCRABill

The FCRA bill is likely to be taken up in this session, however Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju said the govt is yet to take a decision. The Opposition has alleged that the
Bill will target religious and minority organisations, which often rely on foreign funding.

Books Evidence,
Taxation Bills passed

amid Oppn walkout

New Delhi: Opposition parties
on Monday staged a walkout
from the Rajya Sabha after
the Chair disallowed their at-
tempts to raise issues like al-
leged theft of Ram temple
donations and the use of pel-
let guns against protesters,
even as Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman moved the
Bankers' Books Evidence Bill,
2026. The bill was passed amid
opposition walkout. Sithara-
man clarified that no extra
charges or taxes would be im-
posed on UPI transactions.

4 bills tabled, 1 passed inLS
Four bills were tabled in Lok
Sabha on Monday. The Kera-
la (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026, National Co-operative
Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, Tri-
bunal Reforms Bill, 2026,
which was passed without a
debate amid sloganeering by
the Opposition, and Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment

Bill, 2026. -«

I-Day: 'Vande Mataram' to be sung for
Ist time from ramparts of Red Fort

New Delhi: The defence min-
istry on Monday said that the
theme for this year's Indepen-
dence Day will be Youth Pow-
er and their contributions to
national development and 150
years of Vande Mataram.

The national song will be
sung from the ramparts of the
Red Fort as a tribute to its en-
during legacy for the first time.

The song will be sung at the
start of the Independence Day
celebrations. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will unfurl the

national flag followed by the
national anthem.

Defence Secretary RK Singh
said that the plan to celebrate
the success and contribution of
the youth was formulated be-
fore the students' protest at the
Jantar Mantar.

RaGa invited

Singh said that Rahul Gandhi
has been invited for the cele-
brations and the seating ar-
rangements for the invitees
will be strictly followed as per
the Table of Precedence (ToP).

Snake bites 6 girls at Maha hostel, 3 die

Pune: Three tribal students died after being bitten by a venom-
ous snake at a hostel in Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli district, while
three others are undergoing treatment. Officials stated on Mon-
day that an investigation into the incident has been initiated.

The incident occurred around midnight on Sunday at a tribal
hostel school in Japtalai village, 10 km away from the Dhanora
taluk HQ. The students were sleeping on the floor of the hostel
when the venomous snake bit them.

51 killed as massive quake jolts Colombia

i | The epicenter was in San Jose Del Palmar, a
L] ~f  community of about 4,800 people in the Choco

Colombia: At least 51 people were killed and
dozens of buildings collapsed in cities across
western Colombia on Monday after a powerful
7.4-magnitude earthquake struck the South

American nation.

The quake trapped residents under debris,
leaving more injured and forcing people to evac-
uate their homes as far as the capital of Bogota.

region about 250 miles west of Bogota, the
U.S. Geological Survey and Colombia’s coun-
terpart reported. The USGS said it struck at a
depth of 66 miles. The quake also was felt in
neighboring Ecuador and Panama, though min-
imal damage was reported there.

Local officials confirmed that at least 18
people had been killed in the city of Pereira,
two in the city of Manizales, and 27 people in

the Valle de Cauca department, where Colom-

bia’s third-biggest city, Cali, is located.

The quake left cities across the west of the
country — Pereira, Quibdo, Cali and Manizales
— ravaged. A mix of residents and search teams

picked through the rubble of collapsed buildings

amid concerns by authorities of aftershocks. Co-
lombia’s interior minister said more than 20
municipalities across the country had been hit.

9 killed as van gets swept away in swollen drain in MP

RAJGARH (MP): Nine per-
sons, including a girl, were
killed after a van carrying 11
passengers got swept away
while crossing a swollen nul-
lah (drain) amid heavy rains in
Madhya Pradesh’s Rajgarh dis-
trict on Monday, police said.

Two occupants of the van
managed to swim to safety
following the incident that oc-
curred around 9 am near Sa-
rangpur town when the van
driver was attempting to make
his way through the Padana
bypass culvert, an official

said. Villagers, risking their
own lives, tied ropes and
launched a rescue operation,
managing to pull out some of
the passengers, they said.

The bodies of nine peo-
ple, including a girl, were
recovered.

DKS champions Gen Z leadership in visionary blueprint

The CM called for a
youth-centric growth
blueprint, urging
leaders to listen to Gen
Z, expand
opportunities and
strengthen youth
leadership.

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Monday
pitched for a youth-centric
blueprint for the growth of the
state, calling on the govern-
ment and leadership to active-
ly listen to Generation Z.

Posting an editorial penned
in the Deccan Herald, the
Karnataka CM framed young
minds as the driving force be-
hind the state and nation’s
future.

 AAAAARA" AAL LI

Shivakumar Connects his stu-
pitches 10 41 dentpast toinspire
youth-centric ‘l young minds for
blueprint for Kar- " nation’s future.
nataka’s growth. Assures govt's com-
Emphasizes listen- mitment to letting
ing to Gen Z voices the younger genera-
and creating leader- ™ tion partake directly
ship opportunities. in governance and
Stresses that young decision-making.
people need real op- Says Bidadi Town-
portunities and plat- ship Project revived

forms rather than
mere sympathy. |

Shivakumar outlined his vi-
sion for his article ‘Young
Karnataka, New India’, re-
flecting on his own student
days. He emphasised the im-
portance of opening leader-
ship avenues and creating ro-
bust opportunities for the up-
coming generation.

_ asAlCity with metro,
=~ sportsarena, parks.

“Whenever I look into the
eyes of our young students, I
do not just see the future. I
see my own past. Karnataka’s
youth are not just the future of
our state. They are shaping its
present and our nation’s fu-
ture. Our vision of Young
Karnataka, New India is built

‘ Whenever | look into the eyes

of our young students, | do not
just see the future. | see my own past.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

on listening to young voices,
creating opportunities,
strengthening leadership and
ensuring that every young
mind can realise their aspira-
tions. Read my article on why
listening to Gen Z is essential
to building a stronger, more
inclusive and forward-looking
Karnataka,” the CM said.

He reaffirmed the state’s
commitment to strengthening
youth leadership, expanding
skill development, and foster-
ing an environment where
young aspirations can materi-
alise into real-world achieve-
ments.

“l was once a young stu-
dent with big dreams, stand-
ing in the crowd. Today, as

your Chief Minister, 1 open
the doors of leadership for
you. Karnataka’s achievement
is the achievement of all of
India, and my proud wish is
for every single youth to be-
come a bright shining lamp,
Siri Hanate, illuminating the
state’s future,” he said.

Earlier on Sunday, Shiva-
kumar detailed the long-lan-
guishing Bidadi Township
project in Bengaluru, saying
the futuristic hub will fea-
ture advanced road net-
works, metro connectivity, a
modern sports arena,
sprawling parks, and
well-designed housing op-
tions.

In an X post, Shivakumar
said through this project, the
Greater Bengaluru Develop-
ment Authority will trans-
form the landscape of Ben-
galuru’s South district.
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Bengaluru cabbies face
late-night passenger
woes

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Bengaluru’s app-based cab
drivers are increasingly re-
porting difficulties during
late-night trips involving in-
toxicated passengers, in-
cluding vomiting, unpaid
fares and passengers being
unable to identify their
homes. Drivers said clean-
ing vomit from vehicles can
cost up to Rs 500, while re-
covering unpaid fares is dif-
ficult as ride-hailing apps
mask customers’ contact
details after trips end.
Long-distance and airport
rides, involving fares of Rs
800-1,000 or more, pose
greater risks, they said.
Drivers also said intoxicat-
ed women passengers
sometimes fall asleep or
cannot locate their resi-
dences, forcing them to
seek help from security
guards or relatives. Drivers’
associations have raised
concerns over safety, finan-
cial losses and disputes
arising from such incidents.

Bitumen price up,
Bengaluru contractors
halt work

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Contractors in Bengaluru
have halted civic and infra-
structure projects worth
over Rs 1,000 crore, citing
a steep rise in bitumen and
other construction materi-
al prices. The Greater Ben-
galuru City Corporations
Contractors’ Association
said bitumen prices have
more than doubled from
Rs 45,000 to Rs 92,000
per quintal amid the ongo-
ing US-Iran conflict. Ce-
ment, gravel and steel
prices have also increased,
causing heavy losses on
projects tendered at earlier
rates. Works including as-
phalting, pothole filling
and white-topping have
been stopped. Contractors
have sought a ‘star rate’
mechanism for existing as
well as new projects. A
delegation recently met
Minister Krishna Byre Gow-
da, who assured them of
examining their demands.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Owners of vacant sites within
Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) limits have been di-
rected to clean and maintain
their properties by August 15,
failing which civic authorities
will undertake the work and
recover the expenses from the
owners.

GBA Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao issued the
warning as part of the “Free-
dom from Waste” campaign,
being conducted throughout
August to make Bengaluru
cleaner, healthier and more
liveable.

Under Rule 18(1)(b) of the
Solid Waste Management By-
laws, 2020, owners of vacant
sites are responsible for keep-
ing their properties clean and
hygienic. They have been in-
structed to remove garbage,
solid waste, soil, debris and
other unwanted materials
from their sites and dispose of
them at five designated loca-
tions identified for the pur-
pose.

Rao said civic authorities
would initiate action against
owners who fail to comply
with the August 15 deadline.
“If vacant sites are not
cleaned after August 15, the
municipal corporation will
remove the waste and recover
the cleaning and transporta-
tion costs from the owners,”
he said.

The expenses incurred by
the civic authorities will be
recovered along with property
tax under the relevant provi-
sions of the Solid Waste Man-

B’luru police seize drugs

g‘ | worth Rs 28 crore, arrest 39

Police also seized Rs 17 lakh in cash, 22 moblle phones and five
two- wheelers allegedly used in the drug trade.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru Police have inten-
sified their crackdown on
drug peddling, recovering
narcotics worth Rs 28.07
crore during sustained raids
over the past two weeks.

The seized drugs had an es-
timated open-market value of
Rs 55.80 crore, officials said
on Monday.

As many as 39 suspects
were arrested, including eight
foreigners, 21 persons from
other states and 10 locals.

The seizures included
21.641 kg of MDMA,
738 grams of cocaine,
4.493 kg of hydro gan- |
ja, 184.625 kg of ganja,
1.065 kg of opium and
25 grams of morphine.

Police also seized Rs 17

lakh in cash, 22 mobile

phones and five two-wheel-
ers allegedly used by the
suspects.
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 DrugCrackdown

~Intensifies

-~ Bengaluru Police’s Anti-Narcotics Wing and per-
~sonnel from 15 police stations conducted coordinated

raids based on information from sources. The opera-
~ tiontargeted suspected drug networks operating

~across the city. Police said the accused were allegedly “’
procuring narcotics from foreign countries, other

states and within Karnataka before selling them
at higher prices. Investigations are continuing

s

W|der network behind the seized
drugs and arrests .

toidentify the suppliersand establishthe 4

“Efforts are continuing to
trace and apprehend the uni-
dentified persons who were supplying
the prohibited narcotic substances.”
-Bengaluru Police

« Narcotics seized: Rs 28.07 crore

+ Open-market value: Rs 55.80 crore

The CCB’s Anti-Narcotics
Wing, led by ACP L' Y
Rajesh, coordinated raids
with personnel from several
police stations, including
Amruthahalli, Girinagar,
Airport, Yeshwanthpur, Ye-
lahanka, Hebbal, Nandini
Layout, Kadugodi,
Malleswaram, Govindapura,
Bagaluru, Mahadevapura,

Mahalakshmi Layout, Be-

..gur and Kothanur.

According to police,
the accused allegedly
purchased prohibited nar-
cotic substances at lower

" prices from unidentified

suppliers in foreign coun-
tries, other states and within
Karnataka, before selling
them at higher prices to the

+ Arrested: 39
+ Foreigners: 8

* From other states: 21
+Locals: 10

- MDMA: 21.641 kg

- Ganja: 184.625 kg

« Hydro ganja: 4.493 kg
+Cocaine: 738 g

»Cash: Rs 17 lakh

public and college students
for quick profits.

All 39 accused were pro-
duced before a court and re-
manded in judicial custody.
Police are continuing efforts
to identify and arrest the al-
leged suppliers behind the
drug network.

AAP seeks 25-year domicile rule
for BDA site allotments

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Aam Aadmi Party State Or-
ganising Secretary Dr Satish
Kumar on Monday urged the
Karnataka Government to ex-
tend the existing 15-year do-
micile criterion for allotment
of Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) sites to at
least 25 years.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Kumar said the criterion
introduced in 1984 was out-
dated and no longer reflected
Bengaluru’s demographic and
economic changes.

“Bengaluru has changed
completely over three de-
cades, but government rules
have remained unchanged.
This has directly affected
Kannadigas who have lived in
Karnataka for generations,”
he said.

Kumar questioned the poli-
cy of acquiring land from
Kannada farmers for urban
development, converting it
into sites and subsequently
pricing them beyond the reach
of ordinary Kannadigas.

He warned that continuing
with the 15-year domicile re-
quirement would further re-

GBA warns vacant-SIte owners

| AAM
\ADMI

PARTY

strict opportunities for local
residents. The governmen, he
said, should amend the rules
immediately and introduce a
25-year domicile criterion

Kumar also demanded pref-
erential allotment for locals in
land acquired from farmers,
affordable site prices for ordi-
nary Kannadigas and a com-
pletely transparent allotment
process.

“This is not merely an AAP
political issue. It concerns the
lives, land and future of Kan-
nadigas,” he said, urging
farmers, Kannada organisa-
tions, activists and pro-Kan-
nada leaders to unite on the
demand. He warned that fail-
ure to act could increase the
risk of Kannadigas losing ac-
cess to land and housing op-
portunities in Bengaluru.

WHY AAP WANTS
RULE CHANGE

AAP State Organising
Secretary Dr Satish
Kumar said the existing
i5-year domicile rule was
outdated and disadvan-
taged generations of
Kannadigas. He argued
that locals whose land
was acquired for Ben-
galuru’s development
should receive fair priority
in site allotments. Kumar
also sought affordable
pricing and transparent
procedures, saying BDA
must function as a public
housing agency rather
than operate like a private
real estate developer.

Tipper lorry
crashes into house
near Yelahanka,

four injured
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A sand-laden tipper over-
turned after crashing into a
house near Shivakote in Ye-
lahanka early Monday, injur-
ing three residents and trap-
ping the driver underneath
the vehicle.

The accident occurred
around 4 am when the lorry,
‘ravelling from the Yelahan-
ka side, reportedly went out
of control and rammed into
the house wall before over-
turning. The impact damaged
the wall and several house-
hold items.

The driver, identified as

Naveen, was trapped beneath (

the vehicle following the
crash. Fire and Emergency
Services personnel, along
with Yelahanka traffic po-
lice, launched a rescue oper-
ation.

A crane was used to lift the
lorry, while rescuers used a
gas cutter to cut open its top
portion and reach the trapped
driver. Naveen was eventual-
ly rescued and shifted to hos-
pital for medical attention.

Cleaning with

stesie (T SN ot
20x30 6,700 %1,700 %19,200
30x40 13,400 14,400 38,400
30x50 %16,750 14,750 ¥48,000
40x60 26,800 27,800 76,800
50x80 46,700 41,700 %1,28,000

agement By-laws, 2020, and
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority Act, 2024.

Owners who are unable to
undertake the cleaning them-
selves can engage cleaning
agencies notified by the re-
spective municipal corpora-
tions.

The GBA has urged all va-
cant site owners to comply
with the deadline and ensure
that their properties are kept
clean.

The authority also appealed
to owners to prevent vacant
sites from becoming dumping
grounds for garbage and con-
struction debris, which can
pose health and environmen-
tal concerns and affect the
cleanliness of surrounding
neighbourhoods.

DEADLINE AND
PENALTY

Vacant-site owners must
clean their properties and
dispose of waste at desig-
nated locations by August
15, 2026. Failure to comply
will prompt municipal
authorities to clear the
waste and debris. Owners
will then have to bear both
cleaning and transpor-
tation expenses. The
charges will be recovered
along with property tax.
GBA has urged property
owners to cooperate with
the campaign in the inter-
est of public health and
city cleanliness.

B'luru court to consider Pradosh’s
approver plea in Renukaswamy case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The 59th City Civil and Ses-
sions Court (CCH-59) in Ben-
galuru is set to consider an
application filed by Pradosh,
accused No. 14 in the Renu-
kaswamy murder case, seek-
ing pardon and approver sta-
tus.

Through his counsel, Pra-
dosh has expressed willing-
ness to provide information
and disclose facts concerning
the alleged offence before the
court. His plea seeks consid-
eration under the legal provi-
sions that allow an accused to
seek pardon in return for pro-
viding information relevant to
the prosecution of an offence.

The application is part of
the proceedings in the case
involving actor Darshan
Thoogudeepa and several oth-
er accused. Pradosh has also
sought directions for his sepa-

rate production before the court.
His counsel has requested that
he be produced independently
from a separate prison cell rath-
er than being brought under the
same cell arrangement involv-
ing Darshan.

During the proceedings, the
prosecution submitted that
Pradosh had already filed a
pardon application and sought
that it be accepted so the legal
process could continue.

However, Darshan’s coun-
sel, Hashmat Pasha, opposed
Pradosh’s application.

Another accused, A-10
Vinay, has also filed a sepa-
rate petition seeking pardon.
The prosecution’s response to
both applications will form
part of the proceedings before
the trial court.

The court will examine
whether Pradosh’s plea meets
the legal requirements for grant-
ing pardon and approver status.

Vijayendra accuses
Nagendra of
blackmailing Cong

g

‘ “Instead of waiting outside
Rahul Gandhi’s residence, the
Chief Minister should allocate
portfolios to ministers.”
-BY Vijayendra,
BJP State President

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BJP State President B 'Y Vi-
jayendra on Monday accused
B Nagendra of allegedly
blackmailing the Congress
high command to secure his
re-induction into the Karnata-
ka Cabinet. Speaking after a
Har Ghar Tiranga programme
in Malleswaram, Vijayendra
questioned how Nagendra
could be made a minister
while facing serious allega-
tions related to the alleged
misuse of hundreds of crores
meant for Scheduled Tribe
welfare.

“There was pressure on the
Congress high command
from Nagendra.

If he was not inducted, he
had threatened to reveal sev-
eral facts before the media,”
Vijayendra alleged.

He demanded that the Con-
gress government explain
what pressure was exerted on
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar or the high command to
bring Nagendra back into the
Cabinet.

Vijayendra said reinstating
a leader facing corruption al-
legations before completion
of the investigation and while
court proceedings are con-
tinuing was “highly alarm-
ing”. He demanded Nagen-
dra’s removal and said the
BJP would raise the issue in-

VIJAYENDRA’S CHARGES

+Nagendra allegedly pressured
Congress high command

« BJP seeks Nagendra’s removal
from Cabinet

« ST funds misuse allegations cited

+BJP toraiseissuein legislature

« Statewide protests planned

KEY POLITICAL
DEMANDS

Vijayendra demanded
immediate removal of B
Nagendra from the Cabinet,
citing allegations involving
misuse of funds meant for
Scheduled Tribe develop-
ment. He also urged Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar to
return to Bengalury, allocate
portfolios and focus on
governance. The BJP leader
said the party would con-
tinue its campaign against
the government inside and
outside the legislature, while
supporting farmers’ protests
and raising issues concern-
ing their welfare.

side the legislature and launch
protests across Karnataka.

Vijayendra also criticised
Shivakumar for spending time
in Delhi instead of addressing
issues facing Karnataka.

He said farmers were suf-
fering amid drought, while
key departments, including
Agriculture, Revenue and
Horticulture, lacked clear
ministerial responsibility.

No confusion over

Bidadi protest

On the JD(S) padayatra, Vi-
jayendra said the BJP had de-
cided to extend symbolic sup-
port after discussions with
senior leaders.

He clarified that his ab-
sence was not politically mo-
tivated, citing pre-scheduled
programmes in Kolar and
Chikkaballapur linked to Leg-
islative Council elections.

New bus shelter inaugurated
at Kengeri for commuters

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A new, well-equipped bus
shelter was inaugurated on
Sunnakalupalya—Uttarahalli
Road in Kengeri Kote ward of
the Yeshwanthpur Assembly
constituency on Sunday. MLA
S T Somashekar said the fa-
cility had been developed to
improve convenience and
safety for local commuters.

Speaking after inaugurating
the shelter, Somashekar said
school and college students,
people from low- and mid-
dle-income groups and gar-
ment workers depend heavily
on public transport to travel to
different parts of Bengaluru
for education and employ-
ment.

“Since commuters needed a
proper facility to wait for bus-
es, a quality and well-
equipped bus shelter has been
constructed. Local residents

should make full use of it,” he
said.

Kengeri Kote probable can-
didate Shivamadayya said
residents earlier had to wait
for buses by the roadside,
causing inconvenience, par-
ticularly for women and stu-
dents.

He said the new shelter had
been constructed through the
MLA’s initiative and financial
support and would provide a
safer and more convenient
waiting space for commuters.

“Earlier, people had no op-
tion but to stand by the road-
side while waiting for buses.
The new shelter will be a ma-
jor relief for residents, wom-
en and school and college
students,” Shivamadayya
said.

The inauguration was also
marked by distribution of
sweets to BMTC drivers and
conductors.

UB City hotels face food safety action after night raid

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Food Safety Department offi-
cials conducted a night raid at
five hotels in Bengaluru’s UB
City and seized rotten meat,
used cooking oil and food
items suspected to be expired
or improperly stored.

Around 15 officials inspect-
ed Sky Hotel, Royal Chain,
Madras Kitchen, Tescon Ho-
tel and Sanchez Hotel, check-
ing kitchen hygiene, food
storage and compliance with
safety norms.

At Sky Hotel, officials
seized 45 kg of rotten chicken
and beef, 15 litres of used
cooking oil and 6 kg of vege-
table cutlets. The kitchen was
subsequently locked and
sealed.

At Royal Chain Hotel, offi-
cials seized 55 kg of meat,
including 50 kg of duck meat
and 5 kg of fish. Madras
Kitchen had 5 kg of green
peas seized, while officials
recovered 5 kg of mushrooms
from Tescon Hotel.

At Sanchez Hotel, officials

seized 3 kg of fish, 7 kg of
cake, potatoes and other food
items.

Food Safety Department
Commissioner Srinivas said
some hotels were found stor-
ing chicken, mutton and fish
without proper refrigeration.

The department said further
legal action would be initiated
against hotels where viola-
tions were established.

Officials have recorded the
findings and seized food
items as part of the inspection
process.

FOOD SAFETY
VIOLATIONS

The night inspection focused
on food storage, kitchen hy-
giene and refrigeration practic-
es at five UB City hotels. Offi-
cials found meat and other
food items stored improperly at
some premises. Rotten meat,
used cooking oil and food
products suspected to be past
their expiry were seized. The
Food Safety Department said
legal proceedings would follow
against establishments where
violations are confirmed.
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BWSSBtotap
startups to curb water
leakage

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The BWSSB will partner
with water-management
startups to develop a
model predicting leakages
and prioritising pipelines
for replacement. Bengalu-
ru’s Unaccounted for Wa-
ter (UfW) stands at
32.84%, with nearly one-
third of Cauvery water lost
through leakages or illegal
connections. The model
will analyse pipeline loca-
tion, age, material, diame-
ter and complaints to
identify vulnerable stretch-
es. BWSSB Chairperson Dr
Manjula N said the city has
over 10,000 km of pipe-
lines, many 40-50 years
old. The board is also ex-
panding District Metered
Areas and installing flow
meters to identify losses. It
currently has 665 DMAs
and plans to add 513 more,
officials said.

Students must pay
NICE Road toll on
BMTC routes

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Students using conces-
sional BMTC bus passes
must pay toll charges
when travelling on NICE
Road if alternative routes
are available, the corpora-
tion clarified. However, stu-
dents can travel free on
tolled routes such as Deva-
nahalli, Doddaballapur,
Hoskote and Kanakapura
when no alternative bus
route exists. BMTC said
student bus passes have
neither been withdrawn
nor subjected to additional
charges. “The student bus
pass facility and toll
charge for using a toll road
are two separate provi-
sions,” it said. Students
without direct bus services
between their residence
and educational institution
can opt for one or two
route changes while apply-
ing for concessional pass-
es. BMTC said tolls are col-
lected only for NICE Road
services, as it pays user
fees for using the road.

Deve Gowda

joins padayatra

against Bidadi Township

Former PM H.D. Deve Gowda joined JD(S) protesters opposing land

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Former Prime Minister and
JD(S) patriarch H.D. Deve
Gowda on Monday joined the
second day of the party’s pa-
dayatra against the proposed
Greater Bengaluru Integrated
Township (GBIT) project near
Bidadi.

The 93-year-old leader
joined the march at BGS Cir-
cle in Bidadi, along with Kar-
nataka Assembly Leader of
Opposition R. Ashoka. Pro-
testers raised slogans including
“Our land, our right” and ac-
cused the government of fa-
vouring real-estate interests
while suppressing farmers
through alleged false cases.

“Our land, our right,” pro-
testers shouted during the
march, opposing acquisition
for the proposed township.
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The three-day padayatra led
by JD(S) youth wing president
Nikhil Kumaraswamy, began
at Byramangala on Sunday and
is expected to cover around 40
km before reaching Freedom
Park in Bengaluru. The BJP is
supporting the protest.

The government has consti-
tuted a high-level committee
headed by retired High Court

-
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judge Justice Guhanathan Na-
rendra to examine concerns
surrounding the project.

The proposed township has
been projected as India’s first
artificial-intelligence-based
integrated township. The gov-
ernment has issued final noti-
fications in two phases to ac-
quire more than 5,400 acres
across seven villages.

acquisition for Bidadi’s proposed Al Township.

Bidadi Township
Protest

The government recent-
ly increased compensa-
tion for farmers whose
land is being acquired
for the township to more
than Z3 crore an acre.
The decision came amid
continued protests by
farmers and residents.
The government has
also begun compen-
sating landowners who
agreed to surrender their
land. A high-level com-
mittee headed by retired
High Court judge Justice
Guhanathan Narendra
is examining objections
and concerns over the
project.

HC stays travel restriction on
former minister B Nagendra

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has granted relief to former
minister B Nagendra by stay-
ing a key condition imposed
in his bail order.

Nagendra is facing allega-
tions in the multi-crore mon-
ey laundering case involving
the Maharshi Valmiki Sched-
uled Tribes Development
Corporation. The court has
now relaxed a restriction that
required him to obtain prior
permission before travelling
outside Karnataka.

The Special Court for elect-
ed representatives had granted
Nagendra bail on October 14,
2024, while imposing several
conditions. One of them re-
quired him to obtain written
permission from the court be-
fore leaving Karnataka.

The High Court has stayed
this particular condition, pro-
viding Nagendra greater free-
dom to travel outside the
State.

The case relates to alleged
illegal diversion and launder-
ing of hundreds of crores of

WHAT THE RELIEF
MEANS

The High Court’s order provides
Nagendra relief from the specific
bail condition requiring prior court
permission to travel outside Karna-
taka. He can now travel without
seeking permission under this par-
ticular restriction. However, the or-
der concerns the travel condition
and does not mean that the allega-
tions against him have been cleared.
The underlying investigation and le-
gal proceedings in the Valmiki Cor-
poration case will continue.

rupees belonging to the Val-
miki Corporation. The En-
forcement Directorate and
other agencies have been in-
vestigating the alleged finan-
cial irregularities.

The travel restriction had
earlier required Nagendra to
seek the court’s permission
before undertaking any jour-
ney outside Karnataka. The
High Court’s latest order ef-
fectively provides relief from
that requirement. The develop-
ment comes amid continuing
legal proceedings in the case.

Tunnel road a ‘real estate project
in disguise’, say citizen groups

CH NEWS. BENGALURU

Citizen groups opposing Ben-
galuru’s proposed tunnel road
have termed the project a
“real estate project in dis-
guise” and urged city MLAs
and MPs to reject it. Bengal-
uru Praja Vedike (BPV),
which is campaigning against
the project, has described it as
“vanity infrastructure” that
could repeat the shortcomings
of earlier flyover projects.

The group has alleged that
valuable land and commercial
development rights are being
offered to the private conces-
sionaire as ancillary revenue.
It estimates that real estate-re-
lated revenue could exceed Rs
30,000 crore over the conces-
sion period.

The draft concession agree-
ment proposes intermodal
hubs at Hebbal, Palace
Grounds/Mehkri Circle, Race
Course, Lalbagh and Silk
Board. About 6.13 acres of
government land would be
handed over for the facilities,
which are proposed to include
parking and retail spaces.

Bengaluru Smart Infrastruc-
ture Ltd (B-SMILE) estimates

the hubs could generate Rs
250-300 crore annually. The
concession period is 30 years,
extendable to 40 years.

Citizen groups have also
raised concerns over statutory
approvals, environmental im-
pact, groundwater disruption
and the exclusion of two-wheel-
ers and autorickshaws.

KEY PROJECT DETAIL.S
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VGF loan Over Rs 30,000 crore, citizens claim
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CITIZENS’ CONCERNS

Citizen groups have questioned the project’s statutory compliance,
environmental impact and economic viability. They allege the tunnel
could benefit mainly car users while excluding two-wheelers and au-
torickshaws. They have also raised concerns over groundwater disrup-

tion and construction near Lalbagh'’s geological formations. The
groups claim commercial development rights at prime locations could
generate substantial revenue for the concessionaire, while the govern-
ment bears significant project costs through viability-gap funding.

Opposition should debate Bidadi Township
in the Assembly: Minister Santosh Lad

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Minister Santosh Lad on Mon-
day said the Opposition should
raise the Bidadi Township
project issue in the Assembly,
assuring that the government
would respond to all concerns.

Reacting to the JD(S) pa-
dayatra opposing the pro-
posed township, Lad said the
Opposition was free to hold
protests. He also pointed out
that the project had been ini-
tiated during the previous
government’s tenure.

He said all aspects of the
project should be discussed
openly in the legislature in-
stead of being debated only
outside the Assembly.

Drought relief
Lad also urged the Centre to
change NDRF norms for pro-
viding drought relief. He said
farmers in Dharwad were fac-
ing difficulties despite 96%
sowing being com-

would decide further action.

Lad said the Centre must
intervene and conduct its as-
sessment before drought can
be officially declared under
existing rules.

pleted, as crop yields
remained poor due to
uneven rainfall.

He said some areas
appeared green but

“Let the Opposition discuss the
issue in the Assembly. We will
put everything on record and
respond to their questions.”
-Santosh Lad, Karnataka Minister

had no actual crop yield, de-
scribing the situation as re-
sembling a “green drought”.
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar had ordered a drought
assessment, and the report
was ready, Lad said. The re-
port would be submitted to
the Chief Minister, who

Minister’s response

Opposition can hold
the padayatra

JD(S)
protest
Assembly
debate

Government ready to
respond

Lad saysit began
during previous tenure

Project
origin

All aspects should be
discussed in Assembly

DROUGHT SITUATION

Minister Santosh Lad said Dharwad farmers were facing severe
distress despite 96% sowing being completed. Uneven rainfall
has affected crop yields, with some areas receiving rain while
others remained dry. Lad said fields appeared green in some
places but had little or no crop, resembling a “green drought”. A
State drought assessment report has been prepared and will be
submitted to Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar for further action.

SC to hear TN plea on Cauvery
water release on August 13

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

The Supreme Court will hear
Tamil Nadu’s plea seeking
Karnataka’s compliance with
CWMA water-release direc-
tions.

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to hear on
August 13 Tamil Nadu’s plea
seeking enforcement of the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority’s (CWMA) direc-
tion to Karnataka to release
3,500 cusecs of Cauvery wa-
ter daily for 15 days.

Tamil Nadu approached
‘he apex court on August 3,
challenging Karnataka’s al-
leged non-compliance with
the CWMA'’s July 30 direc-
tion concerning releases from
the Kabini and Krishna Raja
Sagara reservoirs. The state
has sought a total release of
4.536 TMC, corresponding to
3,500 cusecs daily for 15
days. The matter was men-

TN-Karnataka Water Row

The dispute centres on directions issued by the Cauvery

tioned before a bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, along with Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana. Senior advocate
C.S. Vaidyanathan represent-
ed the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment.

Tamil Nadu has urged the
court to ensure the stipulated
quantity reaches the state
within the prescribed period.
It has also sought directions
to resolve the dispute and se-
cure its share of Cauvery wa-
ter.

The DMK has separately
approached the Supreme
Court, seeking immediate im-
plementation of the CWRC’s
July 28 direction, subsequent-
ly upheld by the CWMA.

The party has
sought daily mon-
itoring of reser-
voir releases
and flows at
Biligundlu.

Water Regulation Committee and subsequently upheld

by the CWMA. The authorities directed Karnataka to
ensure a flow of 3,500 cusecs daily at Biligundlu for
15 days from July 29. Tamil Nadu has sought en-
forcement of the order, while the DMK has also
urged monitoring of reservoir releases and compli-

ance reports to the Supreme Court.

Footpath drive
clears 194.25 km
across Bengaluru

North

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration’s footpath encroachment
clearance drive has freed
194.25 km of footpaths from
obstructions since July 1, with
officials continuing the opera-
tion across the city.

On Monday, civic teams
cleared 4 km of footpaths in
Sarvagnanagar and Yelahanka
divisions. In Sarvagnanagar,
the drive covered the Hennur—
Bagalur Road stretch from In-
dian Academy College to Spar-
sha Hospital for 1 km. In Yela-
hanka, officials cleared a 3-km
stretch from Nagenahalli Circle
Main Road to ISRO Layout.
The drive was carried out

under the direction of
& Greater Bengaluru De-
 velopment Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda
% and the guidance of Ben-

galuru North City Corpo-
ration Commissioner Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar.

Officials removed 11 push-

. carts, 54 AC sheets and cano-

. pies, 33 steps and ramps, 30

. advertisement pillars and name
=~ | boards, and two sheds during
 Monday’s operation.

Cong has ‘dog culture’, alleges Chalavadl Narayanaswamy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BJP leader Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy accused
Congress of insulting freedom
fighters through controversial
remarks.

BJP MLC and Legislative
Council Opposition Leader
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
on Monday alleged that Con-
gress leaders had insulted
freedom fighters by compar-
ing them with dogs.

Speaking at a Tiranga Yatra
organised near the govern-
ment school opposite K.C.
General Hospital under the
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign,
he criticised Congress re-
marks that only dogs from its
families had fought for Inde-
pendence.

Industries Dept tightens safety |

measures after Yadgir tragedy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Industries and
Commerce Department has
directed Joint Directors of all
30 District Industrial Centres
(DICs) and Deputy Commis-
sioners to take strict measures
to prevent industrial accidents
and ensure prompt emergency
response.

The directive follows the
August 5 tragedy at M/s CIL
Laboratories Pvt Ltd in Kad-
achur Industrial Area of Yad-
gir district, where three work-
ers were killed and two seri-
ously injured.

The department has pre-
pared emergency operational
guidelines for handling indus-

trial accidents and expediting
investigations. Joint Directors
have been instructed to imme-
diately coordinate with stat-
utory agencies and the dis-
trict administration whenev-
er an accident occurs and
obtain First Investigation
Reports from the concerned
departments for follow-up
action.

The Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board is respon-
sible for ensuring environ-
mental compliance before
industries are established,
while the Department of Fac-
tories, Boilers, Industrial
Safety and Health will over-
see licensing, boiler inspec-
tions and safety standards.
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“This is Congress’ dog cul-
ture. Congress leaders have
compared freedom fighters
with dogs. The people must
question such statements.”

Narayanaswamy alleged
that a “fake Congress” and
“fake Gandhis” remained in
the country, accusing the par-
ty of being controlled by a
single family. He also criti-
cised groups allegedly sup-
porting divisive politics.

‘Teach anti-national forces
a lesson’ He said divisive and
terror-supporting forces con-
tinued attempts to undermine
the country despite India
gaining Independence de-
cades ago. He urged people
to firmly oppose those rais-
ing pro-Pakistan slogans and
called for patriotism to re-

main central to public life.

Narayanaswamy appealed
to people to participate in
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign by displaying the na-
tional flag at their homes and
promoting national unity.

‘BJP doing real Bharat Jo-
do’Questioning the Congress’
Bharat

| \
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K’taka to launch premarital counselling at Santhwana Centres

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka will offer free pre-
marital counselling to
strengthen communication,
trust and family relationships.
Karnataka Chief Secretary
Dr Shalini Rajneesh on Mon-
day announced the implemen-
tation of the ‘Tere-Mere
Sapne — Koodi Baalona’ pre-
marital communication pro-
gramme across 178 Santhwa-
na Centres. The initiative,
jointly undertaken by the Kar-
nataka government and Na-
tional Commission for Wom-
en (NCW), seeks to prepare
young couples for married life
through emotional, financial
and practical guidance.
Speaking at a counsellors’

training programme at Jawa-
har Bal Bhavan, Rajneesh
said premarital emotional pre-
paredness and mutual respect
were essential in today’s
changing social environment.

“Free counselling through
178 centres will help strength-
en families by promoting mu-
tual understanding, emotional
preparedness and responsible
communication.”

The centres will guide cou-
ples on communication, fi-
nancial planning, sharing re-
sponsibilities, life skills and
resolving family issues. The
programme also aims to pre-
vent conflicts and promote
gender-sensitive family rela-
tionships.

An MoU was signed be-

B

tween NCW, the Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment and Karnataka State
Commission for Women
(KSWC). NCW will provide
training modules and certify
master trainers, while the
WCD Department will oper-
ate the centres. KSWC will

”

create awareness and coordi-
nate implementation.

NCW Chairperson Vijaya
Rahatkar said communication
and trust were the foundation
of strong families. Karnata-
ka’s 178 centres make it one
of the largest states imple-
menting the initiative.

The initiative will pro-
vide prospective couples
professional guidance
before marriage on
emotional preparedness,
communication, financial
management and sharing
responsibilities. Coun-
sellors will help couples
understand each other,
address everyday family
concerns and resolve dis-
agreements constructively.
The programme also
seeks to prevent avoidable
conflicts and encourage
gender-sensitive relation-
ships. NCW is supporting
similar initiatives across 16
States and Union Territo-
ries, covering more than
285 centres nationally
under its guidance.
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LPG consumers must
complete e-KYC
by August 15

Mysuru

The Department of Food,

Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs has directed

all LPG consumersin the

district to complete their

e-KYC (electronic Know
Your Customer) process by

August 15, 2026.

The measure has been un-
dertaken to strengthen the
verification of LPG con-
sumers and ensure that
benefits reach eligible ben-
eficiaries accurately. Con-
sumers can complete their
e-KYC at their respective
gas distributor’s office or
during gas-cylinder home
delivery. Officials have
warned that LPG connec-
tions of consumers who
fail to complete e-KYC
within the stipulated peri-
od may be temporarily
suspended.

The Mysuru Deputy Com-
missioner has appealed to
all LPG consumers to
complete the e-KYC pro-
cess at the earliest to
avoid any disruption in LPG
supply.

Disruption in water
supply in the city
today, tomorrow

Mysuru
Water supply will be com-
pletely disrupted in several
parts of Mysuru on August
11and 12, as urgent repair
work is being undertaken
on a major pipeline of the

Melapura Water Supply

Scheme that supplies
drinking water to the city.
The affected areas fall un-
der Mysuru City Corpora-

tion Wards 9-16, 28-39,

52 and 53.

The areas likely to be af-
fected include Rajendran-
agar, Subhash Nagar, N.R.

Mohalla, Gandhinagar,

Udayagiri, Rajiv Nagar 1st,
2nd and 3rd Stages, Shan-
tinagar, Kalyanagiri, areas

adjoining Dr. Rajkumar

Road, Yaraganahalli, Sid-
dharthanagar, Alanahalli,
Nandini Layout, Giridarshi-

ni Layout, Gousiyanagar

and Kyathamaranahalli,
besides surrounding rural
and urban areas.

Residents in these areas
have been advised to store
sufficient drinking water in

advance.

MYSURU

Protesting against the denial
of a ministerial berth to MLA
Tanveer Sait during the Cabi-
net expansion, his supporters
and followers staged a mas-
sive demonstration at the Ma-
nipal Hospital junction in My-
suru.

More than 2,000 support-
ers, including former corpora-
tors, presidents and of-
fice-bearers of various Con-
gress frontal organisations,
gathered at the Manipal Hos-
pital Junction on the Mysu-
ru-Bengaluru Highway and
blocked the road, staging a
dharna. They expressed their
anger against the Congress
high command and former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

KARNATAKA

' Tanveer supporters demand
Cabinet berth in Mysuru

Over 2,000 Congress supporters, including former corporators and office-bearers,
blocked the Mysuru- Bengaluru Highway at Mampal Hospital Junction, staging a dharna

COURTED ARREST
The massive protest brought traffic on the Mysuru-Bengaluru
Highway to a complete standstill. As the blockade caused
inconvenience to commuters, police reached the spot and took
several protesting the supporters into custody. The police sub-
sequently cleared the road and restored traffic movement.

The protesters said it was a
grave injustice to senior and
experienced leader Tanveer
Sait to deny him a ministerial
position. In the past, Mysuru
district had two ministers as
well as a Chief Minister, but
the district had not received
adequate representation this
time.

Supporter Syed Igbal said
Sait was deeply disappointed
over being left out of the Cab-
inet and had even considered
resigning as MLA.\ However,
he appealed to Sait not to re-
sign under any circumstances.
“Our fight will continue as
long as necessary to ensure
that Tanveer Sait gets a min-
isterial berth while remaining
within the party,” he said.

Kabini reservoir stands just
below maximum level

Mysuru

The reservoirs in the Mysu-
ru region continue to receive
substantial inflows following
widespread monsoon rains,
with Kabini and Hemavati re-
maining close to their maxi-
mum storage levels, accord-
ing to the water-level bulletin
dated August 10.

The Kabini reservoir is the
most striking feature of the
latest figures. Against its
maximum level of 2,284 ft,
the reservoir stood at 2,283.04
ft, just about a foot below the
full-reservoir level. Kabini
was receiving a strong inflow
of 12,044 cusecs, while
12,000 cusecs was being re-
leased downstream, indicating
active regulation of the reser-
Voir.

The Krishna Raja Sagara
(KRS) reservoir also recorded
a healthy inflow of 11,587 cu-
secs. Its water level stood at
108.66 ft, against a maximum
of 124.80 ft. The outflow was
comparatively lower at 2,335
cusecs, allowing the reservoir
to retain a significant portion
of the incoming water.

The Hemavati reservoir too
remained almost full. Its level
stood at 2,858.22 ft, against

Reservoir snapshot
= KRS: 108.66 ft | Inflow 11,587 cusecs | Outflow 2,335

= Nugu: 2,369.80 ft | Inflow 283 | Outflow 0

= Kabini: 2,283.04 ft | Inflow 12,044 | Outflow 12,000

m Harangi: 2,409.65 ft | Inflow 16 | Outflow O

m Hemavati: 2,858.22 ft | Inflow 6,571 | Outflow 7,125

the maximum of 2,859 ft. The
reservoir was receiving 6,571
cusecs, while the outflow
stood slightly higher at 7,125
cusecs.

Meanwhile, the Nugu reser-
voir recorded a level of
2,369.80 ft,

against its maximum of
2,380 ft. It was receiving 283
cusecs, with no water being
released.

The Harangi reservoir stood
at 2,409.65 ft,

compared with its maxi-
mum level of 2,425 ft. Its in-

flow was only 16 cusacs, with
no outflow reported.

Kabini remains the key
watchpoint

With Kabini standing only
marginally below its maxi-
mum level and receiving
more than 12,000 cusecs, au-
thorities are closely monitor-
ing inflows and releases.

The latest figures underline
the continuing strength of the
southwest monsoon and the
improved water position
across major reservoirs in the
region.

AIISH launches Punarjeevan, advanced
neurorehabilitation unit in Mysuru

MYSURU

The All India Institute of
Speech and Hearing (AI-
ISH) has launched Punarje-
evan, a technology-based
neurorchabilitation unit de-
signed to help people af-
fected by stroke, brain inju-
ries, neurological cancers,
dementia and other condi-
tions. The facility aims to
improve communication,
movement, thinking abili-
ties, independence and
quality of life.

Trishika, a member of the
Mysuru royal family and
wife of Kodagu-Mysuru
MP Yaduveer Krishnadatta
Chamaraja Wadiyar, inau-
gurated the unit in the pres-
ence of AIISH Director Dr.

Pushpavathi, Dr. S.P.
Goswami,

faculty members and
staff.

AIISH said the facility
brings advanced rehabilita-
tion technology and differ-
ent medical services togeth-
er while keeping special-
ised treatment accessible to
the public.

Punarjeevan follows a
multidisciplinary approach
involving speech-language
therapy, cognitive rehabili-
tation, physiotherapy, occu-
pational therapy and tech-
nology-assisted treatment.

Its speech and language
facility provides assessment
and therapy for conditions
such as aphasia,

dysarthria, communica-

tion difficulties and swal-
lowing problems.

Digital therapy, cognitive
exercises and transcranial
direct current stimulation
are also available.

The unit includes robotic
gait training, balance reha-
bilitation systems and
equipment for task-based
exercises. These technolo-
gies can provide repeated
and focused practice for
people facing walking,

balance, coordination and
daily activity difficulties.

The integrated approach

is expected to benefit stroke
and brain injury patients
who may have several
problems at the same time,
including weakness,

communication difficul-

MYSURU

As part of the “Indepen-
dence Day Sanitation
Campaign—-2026: 80
Waste-Free Spots”
launched by the Mysuru
City Corporation (MCC)
to mark the 80th Indepen-
dence Day,
several garbage accu-

mulation points and an
open urination spot across
the city were cleaned up
and transformed into neat,
attractive public spaces in
Mysuru on Monday.

At Zone—2, Ward—-60 in
Krishnamurthypuram,

near the Ananthaswamy

Park close to N1ty0tsava
Kalyana Mantapa, around
60 people participated in
the cleanliness drive and
cleared nearly 6 tonnes of
waste.

Former Mayor Purush-
otham,

former corporators,
Zone Assistant Commis-
sioner Girish, Assistant
Executive Engineer

ties, swallowing issues and
reduced independence.

AIISH said Punarjeevan
will not depend only on ad-
vanced equipment but will
combine technology with
professional expertise,

personalised treatment
and measurable results.

The facility is also
planned as a centre for re-
search, innovation, profes-
sional training and skill de-
velopment.

Officials said the initia-
tive reflects AIISH’s effort
to provide modern rehabili-
tation services and support
individuals and families
dealing with neurological
conditions through compre-
hensive, affordable and ac-
cessible care.

80 waste ﬁee spots transformed under ID Day sanitation drive

Meenakshi, MCC officials
and staff,

and local residents took
part in the operation.

At the T. Narasipura
Main Road in Zone-9,

around 30 people joined
the drive and removed ap-
proximately 2 tonnes of
waste. Executive Engineer
(East), Zone—9 officials
and staff, and local resi-
dents participated.

At another location in
the same zone, on the road
behind Holy Saint School
in Gayathripuram,

Ward-39, around 35
people participated and
cleared nearly 1 tonne of

Anganwadi
workers protest
for fair pay

SHIVAMOGGA

Tensions rose on the streets of
Shivamogga as approximately
2,000 Anganwadi workers and
helpers gathered for a massive
and powerful protest. Leaving
their daily duties behind, the
demonstrators marched
through major city intersec-
tions from the corporation
premises all the way to the
District Collector’s office.
They raised slogans demand-
ing the immediate fulfillment
of twenty-four core demands,
highlighting years of alleged
aeglect and unfulfilled prom-
ices by the government regard-
ing worker rights and financial
security. The primary demand
centers on ending the tempo-
rary honorarium system and
officially recognizing Angan-
wadi workers and helpers as
permanent government em-
ployees. Protesters demanded
a monthly salary of Rs 26,000
for workers and Rs 20,000 for
helpers to ensure a stable live-
lihood. Speakers at the rally
reminded the public of their
frontline service during the
COVID-19 pandemic, noting
that many workers lost their
lives on duty without receiving
adequate support or compen-
sation for their grieving fami-
lies.Protesters pointed out that
they handle extensive govern-
ment responsibilities far be-
yond basic child care.
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MLA Srivatsa demands
SIT probe into SDJ/
DJF gold scam

MYSURU

Krishnaraja MLA T.S. Srivat-
sa has demanded a Special
Investigation Team probe into
the alleged SDJ/DJF Gold fi-
nancial scam involving trans-
actions of more than 600 kg
of gold.

He said hundreds of inves-
tors had suffered serious fi-
nancial losses and urged the
government to take stronger
steps to protect them and re-
cover their money.

Addressing reporters on
Monday, Srivatsa said the is-
sue gained wider attention
after DGP and IGP Dr. M.A.
Saleem asked affected inves-
tors to file formal complaints.
Police later arrested alleged
prime accused Chinna Tham-
bi and several associates.
However, their release on bail
after weeks in custody disap-
pointed many victims. Re-
cently, some investors al-
legedly damaged the ac-
cused’s office in Mysuru.

Srivatsa condemned the
vandalism and appealed to in-
vestors to remain peaceful.
He warned that damaging
property or using violence
would not help recover lost
money or gold and could in-
stead result in criminal cases
against the victims. He said
legal efforts were already un-
derway to safeguard inves-
tors’ interests and recover
their investments.

Srivatsa condemned
vandalism, urged
investors to remain
peaceful, warned against
violence and criminal
cases, and said legal
efforts were underway to
recover investments

A legal team representing
about 75 victims has initiated
proceedings under the Karna-
taka Protection of Interest of
Depositors in Financial Estab-
lishments Act, 2006. Follow-
ing the proceedings, the My-
suru Assistant Commissioner
has reportedly been appointed
as the competent authority to
identify and attach properties
belonging to the accused for
recovering investors’ money.

Srivatsa questioned how an
alleged operation involving
more than 600 kg of gold
could continue within Kuve-
mpunagar police limits with-
out timely detection.

He said the issue would be
raised in the Assembly
through an Attention-Calling
Motion. He urged the govern-
ment to form an independent
SIT to investigate the alleged
network across districts and
states, identify those in-
volved, examine official laps-
es and speed up recovery. He
also sought court-monitored
liquidation of attached prop-
erties and early distribution of
recovered funds to victims.

Seven families struggle for
basic life support

MADIKERI

While freedom day celebra-
tions mark decades of prog-
ress, modern development re-
mains an empty promise for
seven isolated families living
in Anekaltamale village within
Madikeri taluk of Kodagu dis-
trict. Nestled deep inside a
lush green forest surrounded
by cascading waterfalls, this
picturesque hamlet hides a
painful daily reality. When the
monsoon clouds roll in and
heavy rains lash the region,
these families find themselves
completely cut off from the
outside world, facing a harsh
battle just to survive.

Basic infrastructure such as
paved roads, safe bridges, and
proper medical access does not
exist here. Whenever severe
weather hits, daily commuting
halts entirely, preventing
adults from heading to work or

securing food supplies. During
acute shortages caused by
transport blockades, villagers
are sometimes forced to forage
and cook forest groundnuts
simply to satisfy their hunger.
Medical emergencies become
terrifying life-and-death or-
deals, leaving pregnant wom-
en, sick elders, and young chil-
dren in extreme vulnerability
without transport or doctor
access.The hardest burden
falls on local children who risk
their lives daily for education.
To reach school during rainy
periods, students must cross
dangerous, flooded paths over
slippery terrain, facing the
constant threat of injury or
drowning. Parents live in con-
tinuous anxiety until their chil-
dren return home safely from
school.Decades of official ne-
glect have left these residents
feeling completely forgotten
by local authorities.

National Deworming Programme Held in Mysuru District

MYSURU

The 2026 National De-
worming Campaign was
observed in Mysuru district
by the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat and
the Department of Health
and Family Welfare with
the objective of ensuring
better health for children
and creating a worm-free
society.National Deworm-
ing Day was observed to-
day at the Krishnaraja Hall
premises of the former Ma-
haraja’s College postgradu-
ate school section. Under
the campaign, Albendazole
tablets will be administered

to children aged between 1
and 19 years at all Angan-
wadi centres and govern-
ment and government-aided
schools and colleges in the
district. A total of 2,936
Anganwadi centres and
3,115 schools and colleges
have been identified across
the district’s seven taluks,
with a target of administer-
ing the tablets to 7,43,449
children. Worm infestation
spreads mainly through
poor sanitation, contami-
nated hands and contact
with contaminated soil.
Worms consume blood and
essential nutrients in the
body, which can lead to

anaemia and malnutrition.
This can adversely affect
children’s intellectual de-
velopment, cause vitamin-A
deficiency and lead to
physical weakness. Severe
infestation may result in
frequent illness, difficulty
concentrating in school and
reduced attendance at
schools and Anganwadi
centres.Children should
keep their fingernails short
and clean and maintain per-
sonal hygiene. Cleanliness
should be maintained
around homes, and safe
drinking water and properly
covered food should be
used.

Strict vigilance against repeated violations

The Mysuru City Corporation said continuous monitoring would be carried out at the
transformed locations to ensure that garbage is not dumped again and that open urina-
tion does not recur. The MCC has also warned that heavy fines will be imposed as per
rules against those found dumping waste in public places or engaging in open urination.

waste.

Environmental engi-
neers, Zone—9 officials
and staff, and local resi-
dents took part in the op-
eration.Together,

125 people participated
at the three locations and
removed nearly 9 tonnes
of accumulated waste, giv-
ing the neglected spots a
cleaner and healthier look.

OPEN URINATION SPOT TRANSFORMED

As part of the same campaign, a spot on Sayy-

aji Rao Road, which had been used by the public

for open urination, was completely cleaned and

transformed. The walls were freshly painted and
public-awareness messages and signboards were
installed to discourage unhygienic practices. Flow-
er pots were placed to beautify the area, while the

operating hours of the nearby public toilet were

extended for the convenience of citizens.




CITY®HILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

Mandya to host direct
interview for
job seekers

CHNEWS, MANDYA
The District Employ-
ment Exchange Office
will conduct a direct in-
terview on August 14 at
10 am in Mandya. The
event is organized with
M.P. Guarding Solution
Pvt. Ltd. and HDFC Life
Insurance. Vacancies
are available for Electri-
cian and Business De-
velopment Manager po-
sitions at Mandya and
Bidadi locations. Candi-
dates aged 18 to 40
years with SSLC, PUC,
ITI, Diploma, or degree
qualifications can at-
tend. ITI candidates
from Fitter, Welder, and
Electrician trades are
also eligible. Applicants
should bring their re-
sume or biodata. Inter-
ested job seekers can
contact the employ-
ment office for further
details before attending
the interview on August 14.

Scientific sheep, goat
training set for
farmers

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
The Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Services

Department will conduct a

two-day training pro-
gramme on scientific
sheep and goat farming on

August 13 and 14 in Chitra-

durga city. The programme

will be held at the Animal

Husbandry and Veterinary
Training Center near the

Head Post Office. Interest-
ed farmers can register
through WhatsApp by
sharing their name and
mobile number. Partici-

pants must bring an
Aadhaar card copy, two
passport-size photo-
graphs, and a bank pass-
book copy. SCand ST
farmers should also bring
caste certificates. No in-
centive will be provided.
For registration and de-
tails, contact
9886803637,
9972965479, or
9886002248.

Children’s talents
must be encouraged,
says Officer

CHNEWS, DHARWAD
Recognizing and encouraging
children’s talents is highly
commendable in today’s
competitive world, said Rural
Area Education Officer Ram-
akrishna Sadalagi. He was
speaking at a students’ talent
award ceremony and felicita-
tion programme for teachers
and retired teachers organ-
ized by the Dharwad Taluk
Rural Primary School Teach-
ers’ Development Coopera-
tive Association.
Sadalagi said knowledge
gives people great strength
and educated students are
among the country’s most
valuable human resources.
He praised the association for
identifying talented children,
honoring their achievements
and encouraging them to
perform better. BRC Area Co-
ordinator Kumar K.F. also ap-
preciated the cooperative’s
disciplined work and its ef-
forts to recognize teachers
and their talented children.

KARNATAKA

'Mandya MLA inspects women-
centric development projects

The MLA reviewed a ¥50-crore infrastructure plan, including hostels, teaching rooms,
educational facilities and essential amenities, amid rising medical student numbers

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Mandya is set to see new ef-
forts in women’s employment
and public healthcare, as
MLA P. Ravikumar Gowda
Ganiga inspected several pro-
posed projects on Monday.

The plans include an Akka
Cafe, a Stree Mart, expanded
facilities at the Mandya Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, and
a modern trauma care centre.
Officials discussed the loca-
tions, designs, facilities and
steps needed to move the
projects forward without un-
necessary delay.

The proposed Akka Cafe is
intended to give women a
steady source of income and
greater financial indepen-
dence. Women would take
part in food preparation, man-
agement and customer ser-
vice, using their skills to build
self-reliance. The cafe will
also offer clean, tasty and af-
fordable meals, breakfast
items and snacks for students,
workers, employees and other
members of the public. Gow-
da said such opportunities can
strengthen families and com-
munities.

At the proposed Stree Mart
in Gandhinagar, women’s

self-help groups and small en-
trepreneurs are expected to
get a common place to sell
food products, handicrafts
and household goods. The fa-
cility is planned to help wom-
en reach customers directly,
improve sales and develop
sustainable businesses.
During the inspection, offi-
cials were asked to prepare a
suitable plan for construction
and operation. The aim is to
make the mart a practical
platform for local enterprise
and employment.

At MIMS, the MLA re-
viewed a proposed X50-crore
infrastructure plan in view of
the growing number of medi-
cal students. The proposal
includes a student hostel,
teaching rooms, educational

facilities and other basic ame-
nities. He asked engineers and
officials to prepare a detailed
blueprint quickly, keeping fu-
ture needs in mind. He
stressed that construction
quality must remain a priority
because MIMS serves pa-
tients and students from Man-
dya and neighbouring dis-
tricts.

Plans also include a trauma
care centre to improve emer-
gency treatment, especially
after accidents on roads.
Gowda, officials called for
identifying five acres for the
facility. During the visit, he
heard patients’ complaints
and directed hospital authori-
ties to ensure punctuality, re-
spectful treatment, basic facil-
ities and equal care.

FREE HEALTH CAMP
OFFERS TREATMENT
TO PUBLIC

A free special health
check-up camp will be
held on August 17 at San-
temala Government High
School in Shankarpura,
Mandya. The camp is
jointly organized by the
district administration,
Zilla Panchayat, health
department and medical
institutions. Specialist
doctors will provide free
examinations and treat-
ment for several diseases,
including heart problems
and cancer. Mandya MLA
P. Ravikumar urged peo-
ple from rural and urban
areas to attend in large
numbers. Officials were
asked to arrange drinking
water, cleanliness, trans-
port, separate facilities for
women, and public guid-
ance. Around 3,500 peo-
ple are expected to attend.
Scouts and Guides will
assist visitors.

He said negligence or mis-
behaviour would invite action
under rules, while the projects
would give Mandya services.
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Mandya protesters
block highway,
several detain

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A protest was held in Mandya
city by CITU and farmers’ or-
ganizations against policies of
the central and state govern-
ments.

Hundreds of activists gath-
ered at Sanjay Circle and
raised slogans demanding
protection of workers’ and
farmers’ rights.

The activists demanded im-
mediate withdrawal of labour
laws they said were weaken-
ing workers’ rights. They also
opposed taking fertile agricul-
tural land for the Bidadi
Township project, saying
farmers should not be forced
to give up their land. They ac-
cused the central government
of ignoring common people
and farmers while favoring
corporate companies.

During the protest, demon-
strators suddenly blocked the
old Mysore-Bengaluru high-
way and sat in a dharna,
bringing traffic to a standstill.
The road blockade led to a
heated exchange between po-
lice and protesters as officers
tried to clear the route. Pro-
testers refused to move, in-
sisting that their demands be
heard by the authorities.

Police detained leaders and

Activists opposed labour
laws, Bidadi Township
land acquisition and
corporate favoritism,
blocking the Mysore-
Bengaluru highway and
clashing with police
during their protest

activists. Women protesters
who remained seated on the
highway were removed by of-
ficers and taken into police
vehicles. The action caused
tension at the protest site,
while traffic movement was
restored. Organizers said the
demonstration aimed at high-
lighting concerns over labour
rights and farmers’ land.

They maintained that the
government must listen to
communities and reconsider
policies they believe are
harmful to workers and farm-
ers. The detention of protest-
ers brought the confrontation
to a close, but the demands
raised during the demonstra-
tion are likely to remain an
issue. The protesters said they
would continue the campaign
through means and press for
action on labour rights and
farmers’ concerns before
withdrawing their highway
blockade.

Minister Puttarangashetty
targets BJP over alleged
political payments

CH NEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

Minister C. Puttarangashetty
questioned how much money
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
allegedly gave BJP leaders to
become a member of the Leg-
islative Council and opposi-
tion leader.

Speaking to reporters at
Chamarajanagar Tourist
Mandir, he made the remarks
while discussing political de-
velopments and party ap-
pointments. He said his party
did not follow a system of
paying money for positions.

Puttarangashetty said Con-
gress ministers received their
portfolios because they had
worked honestly for the party.
He added that the Cabinet
portfolios were expected to be
distributed by tomorrow. He
also questioned former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy
over comments about unhap-
py legislators and mocked the
JD(S) leader's influence in
Karnataka.

He asked when the JD(S)
had come to power on its own
strength and said Kumaras-
wamy was neither a king nor
a king maker. He said the

government had continuec. the
Bidadi township project and
argued that Bengaluru necded
development. He questioned
why opposition parties were
now protesting and taking
their issues to the streets.

During the drought assess-
ment, Puttarangashetty visited
villages in Chamarajanagar
and Kollegal constituencies
and inspected crops and
drinking water conditions. At
Yaraganahalli, Shindanai-
yanapura and Madalavadi, he
observed that sunflower,
jowar and chilli crops had
dried up completely, while
turmeric, banana and garlic
crops faced water shortages.
Officials were instructed to
ensure adequate fodder and
drinking water for cattle
during the period.

In Bommanahalli, shepherd
Maniyya said sheep were fac-
ing water shortages and fam-
ilies were being forced to de-
pend on private lands. Farm-
ers also raised concerns about
difficulties and sought gov-
ernment support. KADA Pres-
ident P. Mariswamy and dis-
trict officials attended the
visit.

Gadag prepares for grand Hari Jatra

CH NEWS, GADAG

Gadag-Betageri is preparing for the Hari Jatra of village deities Sri
Dyamavva and Sri Durgamma, a traditional festival held once ev-
ery 12 years. The celebrations will take place from August 18 to
28, bringing devotees together for religious rituals, cultural events

and community gatherings.

Trust chairman Kotrappa Kamatara said devotees have decided
to celebrate the festival with faith and unity. The idols will be in-
stalled at Sri Dyamavva Temple in Okkalageri Oni on August 18.
Cultural programmes will continue each evening until August 25,
while a special food offering is planned for August 24.

Varadenahalli dairy accused of
financial mismanagement

CH NEWS, |1AGADI

Sasikala, a wonran director of
the Varadenahaili Milk Pro-
ducers’ Association, has de-
manded a transparent inquiry
into alleged irregularities,
misuse of funds and improper
functioning at the dairy.

Syeaking at a press confer-
ence, she alleged that deci-
sions were being taken with-
out properly informing direc-
tors and urged authorities to
investigate the matter and
take action if wrongdoing is
established.

Sasikala alleged that secre-
tary Bhavya, who was tempo-
rarily appointed about 11
months ago, was made per-
manent during a meeting
without informing her and
another director, Ramesh.

She claimed the meeting
was held with only six direc-

tors instead of seven and al-
leged that some directors
were not invited. She further
accused the management of
approving decisions without
proper quorum and collecting
signatures from directors out-
side official meetings.

Director Ramesh alleged
that the association receives
around 600 to 700 litres of
milk daily but does not main-
tain proper accounts of its in-
come and expenditure. He
claimed video clips from the
dairy were edited and used to
falsely show participation in
meetings. The directors also
alleged irregularities at the
milk collection centre, includ-
ing suspected dilution of
milk, and claimed staff had
threatened them when they
raised questions.

Ramesh further alleged that
farmers supplying more than

120 litres daily were not re-
ceiving proper treatment. Al-
though equipment is available
to record milk quality online,
he claimed entries were being
made offline. He also alleged
that retired staff were working
without an official tester and
demanded an inquiry into the
appointment of the secretary
without proper advertisement
or democratic procedures.

The directors urged offi-
cials to intervene immediate-
ly, introduce mandatory on-
line systems and protect farm-
ers’ interests. They said trans-
parent records, proper meet-
ings and accurate milk testing
were necessary to restore trust
among producers.

They also called for an in-
dependent departmental in-
quiry into the allegations and
accountability from those
found responsible.

‘Dewormed children
are nation’s healthy
wealth’

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Eshwar
S. Savadi said dewormed
children are valuable nation-
al wealth.

He was speaking at the
district-level National De-
worming Day programme
held at Tanakanakal Govern-
ment Adarsh Vidyalaya on
Monday. Officials inaugurat-
ed the programme by water-
ing saplings and distributing
deworming tablets to chil-
dren.

Children aged 1 to 19 are
given free albendazole tab-
lets. Savadi said the medi-
cine helps control anemia,
improves nutrient absorp-
tion, concentration and
learning, and can support
better attendance at schools
and Anganwadi centres.

Cooperative Society promises better services for farmers

CH NEWS, MAGADI

The welfare of farmers and de-
velopment of rural areas remain
the main goals of the Gudema-
ranahalli Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Society, said its
president K. Gangadharaiah. He
was speaking after inaugurating
the society’s annual general
meeting for 2025-26 at the Milk
Producers Cooperative Society
hall in Gudemaranahalli village.

Gangadharaiah said the soci-
ety had made good progress
during the last financial year
because of effective manage-
ment and cooperation from
farmers. He said the coopera-
tive was providing fertilizers,
seeds and agricultural loans to
farmers on time. He urged
members to repay their loans

regularly, saying timely repay-
ment would help the society
extend greater financial support
to new members and farmers
facing greater needs.

He assured farmers that the
society would be strengthened
further in the coming years and
that new initiatives would be
introduced to provide modern
agricultural services. He said
the cooperative would continue
working to meet the changing
needs of farmers and support
their livelihoods.

Secretary S.H. Ravishankar
said the society currently has
616 members and has distribut-
ed crop loans worth Rs. 2.26
crore. He credited the board of
directors and members for the
cooperative’s progress. During
the meeting, members approved

the society’s accounts for 2025-
26, including the profit and loss
statement and the proposed
budget for the coming year.
Vice-president Padmamma,
directors Anasuya, G.C. Gan-
gamaraiah, M. Revathi, Ven-
katesh, Anjinappa, Hemanth
Kumar, G.C. Gangaiah, P.
Chandregowda, Gopalakrishna,

Chowdary and Jagadish attend-
ed the meeting.

Clerk Girish and local lead-
ers Lakshmi Manarasimhamur-
thy and Shiva Shankar were
also present.

The meeting concluded with
arenewed focus on strengthen-
ing cooperative services and
improving support for farmers.

BHIMA AMAVASYA FESTI\

Gowdagere temple set for grand chariot festival

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

Gowdagere Chamundeshwari
Kshetra in Channapatna taluk
is preparing for Bhima Ama-
vasya celebrations on August
12, with special worship, milk
abhishek and a grand chariot
festival.

Thousands of devotees are
expected to gather for the an-
nual event, creating a festive
atmosphere at the temple and
surrounding areas.

From 2 am, devotees can
personally offer milk
abhishek to the original idol,
which is brought out from the
treasury only once a year for
public darshan and worship.

The 12-hour opportunity is
expected to draw large
crowds. Later, Halaravi Seva
will be held at 4.28 pm, fol-
lowed by special abhishek
with milk, curd, turmeric and
saffron.A large chariot festi-
val will begin at 12.30 pm

after the night-long rituals.
The festival idol of Cha-
mundeshwari Amma will be
placed on the decorated char-
iot, which will then be pulled
by devotees and dignitaries.
Temple authorities expect
around two lakh devotees this

TEMPLE URGES DEVOTEES TO COOPERATE

Bhima Amavasya puja is being performed at Sri Kshetra
Gowdagere for the welfare of devotees and the world.
Devotees believe that the day offers 12 hours of auspicious
time and that the mother fulfills sincere wishes. This faith
has increased attendance from thousands to lakhs this year.
Dharmadarshigalu Dr. Mallesh Guruji welcomed devotees
and urged them to remain careful as crowds continue to
grow. He asked visitors to follow safety guidelines issued
by the police and temple staff. Visitors are advised to
maintain discipline, cooperate with officials, and ensure a
pilgrimage.

year, after more than one lakh
people visited the shrine
during Bhima Amavasya last
year.Free parking and no VIP
darshan tickets will be avail-
able as usual. The temple has

also arranged drinking water,
almond milk and chocolates
for devotees waiting in long
queues. Dasoha services will
provide prasad throughout the
day.

CHILDREN URGED TO MAKE
CLEANLINESS A DAILY HABIT

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Children should give top pri-
ority to cleanliness, personal
hygiene and good health, Dis-
trict Magistrate Dr. Kumar
said on Monday.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Albendazole tab-
let distribution programme
under National Deworming
Day at Police Colony Govern-
ment Model High School in
Mandya city.

Dr. Kumar said the govern-
ment conducts the programme
every year to protect children
from worm infections and re-
lated health problems. About
3.52 lakh children aged one to

19 years in Mandya district
are being provided Albenda-
zole tablets free of cost. He
urged parents, teachers and
students to pay close attention
to children’s health and en-
sure the tablets are taken
properly.

He advised children to de-
velop healthy habits, includ-
ing washing their hands thor-
oughly before and after
meals. He said healthy chil-
dren can concentrate better on
education and contribute pos-
itively to society. Schools
were instructed to ensure that
students take the tablets in the
presence of teachers or health
workers.
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Cropinsurance
registration deadline
extended to Augl7

CH NEWS, CHIKKA-
BALLAPURA
The deadline for farm-
ers in Chikkaballapura
district to register under
the 2026 monsoon sea-
son weather-based crop
insurance scheme has
been extended to Au-
gust 17. Under the
scheme, paddy farmers
will receive insured cov-
erage of Rs. 2.80 lakh
per hectare, with a pre-
mium of Rs. 14,000.
Mango growers will get
Rs. 80,000 coverage by
paying Rs. 4,000, while
pomegranate growers
will receive Rs. 1.27 lakh
coverage for a premium
of Rs. 6,350. Farmers
can register through rel-
evant banks, Seva Sind-
hu Kendras, and Gram
One Kendras. TATA AIG
is handling registrations.
Officials urged eligible
farmers to complete reg-
istration before the dead-
line.

Youth Congress marks
mane birthday with
service

CHNEWS, HANAGAL
Youth Congress workers
marked MLA Srinivas
Mane’s 52nd birthday by
organizing a service pro-
gramme at Navodaya
Mentally Disabled Chil-
dren’s School in Hanagal.
They distributed learning
materials, T-shirts, and
groceries to support the
children’s educational
and daily needs. Office
bearers and workers
spent time with the chil-
dren, interacting with
them and sharing a
meaningful moment.
Speaking at the event,
leaders said caring for
children with special
needs is everyone’s social
responsibility. They ex-
pressed happiness that
Mane’s birthday was cel-
ebrated through service.
Teachers, staff, and Youth
Congress members at-
tended the programme
together.

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister and
Revenue Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara said Karnataka
is facing severe drought be-
cause of inadequate rainfall in
several regions.

He assured farmers and the
public that the government
would stand with them and
provide necessary relief
during the difficult period.

Speaking to reporters
during his visit to drought-hit
areas in Sira taluk, he said
crops had suffered heavy
damage. Ten taluks of Tumak-
uru district are facing
drought, while drinking water
shortages have also emerged
in some places. He said Rs. 5
crore had been allocated to
each district for drinking wa-
ter arrangements and Rs. 1
crore to each Assembly con-
stituency.

The Chief Minister has as-
signed ministers to review
drought conditions across dis-
tricts. Parameshwara said he
would inspect several taluks
and prepare a detailed report
with officials. The state has
requested central assistance,
but no response has come so
far. Drought conditions are
reported in 240 taluks, he
said.

KARNATAKA

DCM Parameshwara assures farmers
of government drought relief

'"The state has requested central assistance, but no response has come so far'

Major highlights of Madhugiri Review Meeting

m Jal Jeevan Mission: 442 works have not yet started.

m Contractors: Delaying contractors will be blacklisted.

m Drinking Water: 285 of 1,468 units are contaminated.

m Employment: Strict action will follow job-delivery lapses.

= Drought Relief: 51,000 works have been approved.

m Water Funds: 278 lakh allocated across four taluks.

m Crop Situation: Low rainfall has severely damaged crops.

= Monitoring: DC and CEO must review progress weekly.

He said formal drought dec-
laration must follow Union
government guidelines and a
detailed assessment. Once re-
ports are completed, compen-
sation for crop losses will be
considered.

He will visit Sira, Pavaga-
da, Madhugiri and Koratagere
on Monday, followed by Gub-
bi, Tiptur, Chikkanayakana-

halli and Turuvekere on Tues-
day. Officials will review crop
conditions, water needs and
other urgent problems.
Parameshwara also said in-
surance companies must re-
lease pending crop compensa-
tion without delay. He said
many farmers had paid premi-
ums but were still waiting for
payments. He questioned how

TUMAKURU TO
DISTRIBUTE FOD-
DER SEEDS AMID
DROUGHT CRISIS

Deputy Chief Minister
G. Parameshwara said one
lakh quintals of fodder
seeds will be distributed
across Tumakuru district
to support farmers during
the drought. Ten thousand
quintals will reach each
taluk, encouraging farm-
ers with water facilities to
grow fodder. Pavagada
currently has fodder stock
for 12 weeks, while more
fodder will be purchased
from farmers. Paramesh-
wara said poor rainfall has
severely damaged ground-
nut crops, with sowing
falling sharply. The gov-
ernment has allocated
funds for drinking water
and urged people to use
water carefully. He said
ministers will assess
drought conditions and
submit a report to the
Centre by month-end.

farmers could trust the insur-
ance system if claims were
not settled on time. He said
claims about Bangladeshi na-
tionals should be judged only
using verified data.
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E

BJP delegation
demands equipped
Esi hospital in Bidar

CH NEWS, BIDAR

A Bidar BJP delegation has
urged Union Labour and Em-
ployment Minister Shobha
Karandlaje to establish a
well-equipped ESI hospital
in Bidar district.

The delegation met the
minister in New Delhi and
highlighted the healthcare
difficulties faced by thou-
sands of workers and their
families covered under the
ESI scheme.

The delegation said many
workers employed in indus-
trial, commercial and other
sectors depend on hospitals
outside the district for ad-
vanced treatment, emergency
care and specialist services.

Patients often have to
travel to Kalaburagi, Hyder-
abad and other distant cities.
This increases treatment ex-
penses and travel time, creat-
ing additional difficulties for
families during medical
emergencies.

The leaders said an inde-
pendent ESI hospital in Bidar
would provide workers and
their families with quality
healthcare closer to home.
The facility could offer spe-
cialist doctors, modern med-

Leaders sought an
independent ESI hospital
in Bidar, offering
specialist care, modern
equipment, emergency
services, cashless
treatment and accessible
benefits for workers’
families

ical equipment, emergency
treatment and other services
under the ESI system.

They also requested that
cashless treatment and other
benefits available under the
scheme should be easily ac-
cessible locally.

The delegation stressed
that workers play an import-
ant role in the country’s eco-
nomic development and that
their health and social secu-
rity should receive priority.
They requested the minister
to take necessary steps to ap-
prove the hospital at the ear-
liest. The minister heard their
concerns and discussed
healthcare and labour welfare
issues affecting workers in
Bidar district.BJP district
president Somnath Patil, Bi-
dar South MLA Dr. Shailen-
dra Beldale, Aurad MLA Pra-
bhu B.

Gadag plans grand, safe
Independence Day celebrations

CH NEWS, GADAG

District Collector K.H. Patil
chaired a preparatory meeting
on Monday to ensure that the
district-level Independence
Day celebration on August 15
is meaningful, disciplined and
grand. Officials were instruct-
ed to give high priority to eti-
quette, timely arrangements
and smooth coordination for
the national festival.

The Collector directed offi-
cials to invite dignitaries and
public representatives proper-
ly and deliver invitation cards
on time. Seating arrangements
for guests, attractive stage
decoration and facilities for

the public and students at the
district stadium should be
completed carefully. Cleanli-
ness inside and outside the
stadium was also given spe-
cial attention.

The safety of schoolchil-
dren was discussed in detail
as large numbers of students
are expected to attend. The
Education and Police depart-
ments, along with other con-
cerned agencies, were asked
to coordinate their efforts to
ensure children travel safely
to the stadium and return
home without difficulty.
Transport, drinking water and
other basic facilities must also
be provided.

Breastfeeding helps children
grow strong and healthy

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Child Development Project
Officer B.L. Sudhindra said
mother's milk is the best med-
icine for a child's overall de-
velopment.

He was speaking at an
awareness programn'e mark-
ing World Breastteeding
Weck at Solur Gram Pancha-
yat hall. He said milk given
immediately after birth pro-
vides immunity and protects
babies from infections.

Sudhindra urged every
mother to give only breast
milk during the first six
months of a baby's life. He

expressed concern that mod-
ern lifestyles and misconcep-
tions are discouraging some
mothers from breastfeeding.

He said breastfeeding sup-
ports physical and mental
growth and can also lower the
mother's risk of breast and
uterine cancer.

Health Officer Dr. Asha
said breast milk is a natural
gift and should be the baby's
only food for six months. She
advised families not to give
water, honey or powdered
milk during this period.
Breast milk contains suffi-
cient water and nutrients for
babies. Timely breastfeeding

can help prevent diarrhea,
pneumonia and other infec-
tions. It also strengthens the
emotional bond between
mother and child.

Families should provide
mothers nutritious food, ade-
quate rest and emotional sup-
port. Anganwadi and ASHA
workers were asked to guide
pregnant and lactating women
on breastfeeding. Officials
also stressed the need for
breastfeeding-friendly spaces
in public places and work-
places. Health staff and moth-
ers attended the programme,
reinforcing its importance for
healthy families.

Biofuels can help
reduce air
pollution

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer Dr. Dileesh
Shashi said wider use of bio-
fuels could protect nature
and help control air pollu-
tion.

He was speaking at a
World Biology Day pro-
gramme held at the Govern-
ment First Grade Women’s
College in Karwar on Mon-
day. He inaugurated the
event by planting a honge
tree.Dr. Shashi said biofuels
should be promoted as alter-
natives to conventional fuels
such as petrol and diesel.

MANGALURU AIRPORT HANDLES
MASSIVE CARGO TRAFFIC

MANGALURU

Official government data re-
veals impressive growth at the
Mangaluru International Air-
port, which successfully man-
aged a remarkable 5,851.74
tonnes of cargo during the
2025-26 financial period. In
addition to strong freight
movement, the vital aviation
hub recorded a heavy volume
of passenger traffic and flight
operations. According to de-
tails shared in the Lok Sabha
by the Union Government,
the facility welcomed 2.56
million passengers and han-
dled 18,917 Air Traffic Move-
ments over the course of the
year.Responding to an official
query raised by parliament
member Captain Brijesh
Chowta, Union Minister of
State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol highlighted
the airport's exceptional ser-

vice standards. The facility
currently possesses a de-
signed passenger handling
capacity of 3.2 million pas-
sengers per annum. Further-
more, international recogni-
tion has come its way, earning
the prestigious ACI Level 5
Customer Experience Accred-
itation alongside being named
the world's best airport for
arrivals based on global sur-
vey ratings.Discussing infra-
structure upgrades, the Minis-
ter emphasized that ongoing
modernization remains a top
priority. Expansion decisions
depend on multiple factors,
including land availability,
commercial viability, traffic
demand, and airline interest.
Meanwhile, broader national
aviation policies are also
shifting to boost the domestic
aero sector, particularly
through tax reforms aimed at
strengthening local manufac-

turing and maintenance capa-
bilities.To support the grow-
ing aviation workforce and
maintenance ecosystem, the
Union Budget 2026-27 intro-
duced zero Basic Customs
Duty on critical aircraft man-
ufacturing components and
engine parts. Additionally,
similar duty exemptions for
aircraft maintenance, repair,
and overhaul tools have been
extended through March
2028. These progressive mea-
sures have helped drive an
impressive increase in domes-
tic maintenance facilities na-
tionwide.Authorities also not-
ed that training programs for
aviation professionals contin-
ue to evolve under strict reg-
ulatory frameworks to match
modern safety standards, en-
suring that India's growing
aviation sector maintains a
highly skilled and capable
workforce.

Driver Saves
Passengers As
Wheel Detaches

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Shivsimpi community celebrates
Shivadasimayya birth anniversary

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Quick thinking and sharp fo-
cus by a bus driver averted a
major tragedy in the hilly ter-
rains of Agumbe.

Passengers on board a Kar-
nataka State Road Transport
Corporation bus experienced
moments of sheer terror when
one of the vehicle's rear
wheels suddenly came loose
and detached while the bus
was actively moving. Thanks
to the driver's timely action,
everyone onboard escaped
safely without a single
scratch, turning a potential
disaster into a close call.

The incident unfolded as
the public transport vehicle
was traveling from Udupi to-
ward Shivamogga. After suc-
cessfully navigating and
climbing the steep, winding
curves of the Agumbe ghat
section, the mechanical fail-
ure occurred on level ground.

HEALTHY CHILDREN INITIATIVE|

The Shivsimpi community
celebrated the birth anniversa-
ry of its spiritual leader Shri
Shivadasimayya with a grand
programme at Sahitya Bha-
van.

JDS State Core Committee
member C.V. Chandrashekhar
inaugurated the event and
praised the community for
contributing to society while
working to strengthen unity
among its members.

Chandrashekhar said the
Shivsimpi community may be
smaller than some other com-
munities, but it has a strong
and positive identity. He said
members earn respect through
their work and contribute to
society rather than seeking
benefits. He appreciated the

community’s efforts to bring
people together while con-
tinuing its traditional tailoring
profession.

Community elder Basavara-
jappa urged members to un-
derstand the teachings of
Vachana literature and apply
them in daily life. Gururaja
Halageri and Basavaraj
Bolkolli said social develop-
ment was possible only when
people worked together. They
called upon members to coop-
erate and make collective ef-
forts for the progress of the
community.

District Shivsimpi Samayj
president Vireshkumar Betag-
eri said unity was essential for
building a strong society. He
compared the community’s
progress with tailoring, saying
a needle and thread work to-

gether to give shape to cloth.
He urged members to avoid
unnecessary divisions and
concentrate on development
and constructive activities.

A Kumbh procession carry-
ing the portrait of Shri
Shivadasimayya began at Sri-
gavi Math and passed through
the Clock Tower before
reaching Sahitya Bhavan. So-
ciety honorary president
Shivaputrappa Simpi flagged
off the procession, while com-
munity elders offered floral
tributes.

The programme also hon-
oured students who scored 90
percent or above in SSLC and
PUC during 2025-26, along
with talented children. Soci-
ety office-bearers, cooperative
members, elders and dignitar-
ies attended the event.

Heavy rains trigger landslides in Malnadu

CHIKKAMAGALURU

CH NEWS, CHIKKAALLAPURA

and distribute tablets. The

Chlkkaballapuralaunches dewormmg drive for children

District Health Officer Dr.
Chetan said deworming tablets
are being distributed to chil-
dren aged one to 19, as part of
National Deworming Day.

He said intestinal worms can
reduce nutrient absorption and
lead to anemia, malnutrition
and poor physical and mental
growth in children. The pro-
gramme was held at St. Jo-
seph’s Convent School and
College in the city, where
school children received the
tablets.

Dr. Chetan said the central
and state governments are giv-
ing priority to children’s health

because they are the future cit-
izens. He said health services,
vaccines, nutrition, education
and treatment support children
from early life. National De-
worming Day is observed ev-
ery year to reduce the health
problems caused by worms.

Free Albendazole tablets are
supplied through Anganwadi
centres, schools and colleges
across the district.

Health and ASHA workers
will visit places where chil-
dren study or gather, explain
the importance of deworming

medicine can help improve nu-
trient absorption, reduce ane-
mia and malnutrition, and sup-
port healthy growth and learn-
ing. Infection is more common
where hygiene is poor, water is
unsafe, or sanitation is inade-
quate.Officials urged parents
and teachers to ensure children
take tablets properly and fol-
low hygiene practices, includ-
ing washing hands with soap
before meals and after using
toilets. The campaign aims to
improve children’s health, nu-
trition, school attendance and
quality of life. Several health
and education officials attend-
ed the programme.

Nature has shown its fierce
side once again in the beautiful
coffee land of Chikkamagaluru
district. After a short break,
heavy downpours have re-
turned to the Malnadu region,
lashing areas like Koppa, Srin-
geri, Kalasa, and Mudigere.

The continuous wind and
rain have soaked the soil deep-
ly, leading to dangerous land-
slides, uprooted trees, and
blocked roads that have caused
massive panic among local res-
idents.

Danger has knocked directly
on doors in Ambalike village
located within Koppa taluk.
Heavy rain caused a massive
section of land near a resident
named Pawan's house to col-
lapse. Muddy water rushed in-
side, forcing the family to safe-
ly evacuate their home imme-

diately. Locals fear that if the
heavy downpours continue,
more earth from the towering
height could slide down and
completely destroy the proper-

Meanwhile, traffic came to a
grinding halt on National High-
way 169 near Kademane vil-
lage in Sringeri taluk. A mas-
sive hill slope gave way under
continuous rain, crashing heavy
rocks, dirt, and giant trees right
onto the busy Sringeri-Manga-
lore highway. Authorities im-
mediately rushed heavy ma-
chinery to clear the debris, but
ongoing wet weather and con-
tinuous rolling soil made the
cleanup mission extremely dif-
ficult.

Officials from the National
Highways Authority have is-
sued urgent warnings, urging
drivers and travelers to exercise
extreme caution on this route.

Wild Elephant
Attack Kills
Laborer

Tragedy struck Yadoor village
in Virajpet as a routine errand
turned into a fatal disaster. A
local laborer named Annappa
lost his life in a sudden wild
elephant attack while search-
ing for a missing cow inside a
coffee plantation. The aggres-
sive animal caught him off
guard, inflicting severe and
critical injuries to his waist
and back. Quick action by
forest department staff en-
sured he was rushed to the
hospital immediately, but sad-
ly, he succumbed to his inju-
ries during treatment.Local
authorities registered a formal
case at the Siddapur police
station following the incident.
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Sanjay Seth hits
outat Soren
govt

New Delhi
Union Minister of State
(MoS) for Defence, Sanjay
Seth, launched a scathing
attack on the Hemant Sor-
en-led Jharkhand govern-
ment over police action
against the JPSC aspirants
during the peaceful protest
march against examina-
tion irregularities. This
came as the police lobbed
tear gas shells on students
as they breached barri-
cades and closed in on the
Assembly premises as the
examination protests in-
tensified in Jharkhand. The
students marched towards
the Assembly premises
despite heightened securi-
ty arrangements in the
area as their protest over
alleged irregularities in re-
cruitment examinations
continued.

Trinamool MLAs
protest in bengal
assembly

Kolkata
Trinamool Congress
MLAs staged a protest
in West Bengal Legisla-
tive Assembly premises
over the attack on for-
mer Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee at
Halisahar in North 24
Parganas district. The
MLASs raised slogans
against the BJP govern-
ment led by Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari
and the police adminis-
tration, demanding jus-
tice for Trinamool Con-
gress supremo Mamata
Banerjee and vowed to
take out protest rallies
across Bengal today.
They also slammed the
police over the custodial
death of a Trinamool
Congress worker in Hali-
sahar. The protest
march was led by senior
leader Sovandeb Chat-
topadhyay, Kunal
Ghosh, Biman Banerjee,
Nayna Bandyopadhyay
and others.

Supreme Court seeks
time-bound NDPS trials

SC sought responses on a PIL demanding uniform NDPS procedures, faster forensic
reports, Special Courts, digital recording, rehabilitation measures and time-bound trials

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court issued
notice to the Centre and state
governments on a Public In-
terest Litigation (PIL) seeking
time-bound investigation and
speedy trial of cases regis-
tered under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, 1985.
A Bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V.
Mohana issued the
notice on a plea
filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay. The
matter has been
listed for fur-
ther hearing
on September
28.

Jaipur from Au

JAIPUR

Jaipur is gearing up to host
the international BRICS Tour-
ism Meetings from August 19
to 22 under India’s BRICS
presidency, with the Rajas-
than government reviewing
preparations to ensure smooth
and coordinated conduct of
the four-day event.

A review meeting was held
at the Government Secretariat
on Monday under the chair-
manship of Naveen Jain, Prin-
cipal Secretary of the General
Administration Department.
He directed all concerned de-
partments to coordinate close-
ly and complete preparations
within the stipulated time-
frame.

Jain stressed that there
should be no lapses in securi-
ty, hospitality and other ar-
rangements during the event.
The meetings are expected to
bring together tourism minis-
ters, policymakers and senior
diplomats from BRICS mem-
ber countries, alongside India.

Delegates from Brazil, Chi-
na, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indone-
sia, Iran, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa and the
United Arab Emirates are

f-,-

The petition seeks manda-
tory timelines for submission
of Forensic Science Laborato-
ry (FSL) reports in NDPS
cases and a uniform Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
governing search, seizure and
sampling in cases involving
small and intermediate quan-
tities of narcotic substances.
It also seeks the constitu-
tion of an expert commit-

tee to identify and

schedule New Psy-

~ choactive Sub-

\ stances (NPS),

. along with the

establishment

of Special

Courts under

4 Sections 36

and 36A of

Buni the NDPS
IIE Act.

B The PIL

contends that the absence of
uniform investigation stan-
dards, timely forensic exam-
ination and effective monitor-
ing has contributed to delays,
procedural lapses and incon-
sistent enforcement across
states.

The petitioner has further
sought mandatory digital re-
cording and videography of
search, seizure, sampling and
inventory proceedings to en-
hance transparency and reduce
acquittals arising from proce-
dural deficiencies.

The plea also calls for oper-
ational rehabilitation and
wellness centres, effective
implementation of Sections
39 and 64A, and a graded
sentencing policy distinguish-
ing traffickers and financiers
from addicts and personal-use
offenders.

SC seeks stronger
NDPSrule

SC notice to Centre and
states on NDPS PIL

Plea seeks mandatory
timelines for FSL reports

Uniform SOP proposed for
search, seizure and sampling

Special Courts sought for
faster narcotics trials

Digital videography proposed
to prevent procedural lapses

Rehabilitation measures
sought for addicts

Graded sentencing proposed
for traffickers and users

scheduled to participate in the
conference.

The Rajasthan Tourism De-
partment has been designated
as the nodal agency for the
event. It is coordinating ‘vith
the Union Ministry of Tcur-
ism as well as various state
administrative, police and civ-
ic agencies.

According to the schedule
reviewed during the meeting,
the inaugural session of the
second BRICS Tourism
Working Group meeting will
be held on August 19. Discus-
sions will focus on the ‘Zero
Draft’, which will subse-
quently be finalised, besides
bilateral meetings.

The first BRICS Tourism
Ministers’ Meeting is sched-
uled for August 21, when the
‘Zero Draft’ will be adopted.

BRICS tourism meeting in
2-19

BRICS Tourism Meet

m Event being held under
India’s BRICS oresidency

® Tourism ministers and se-
nior diplomats expected

| Security and hospitality
arrangements reviewed

m ‘Zero Draft’ to be dis-
cussed and adopted

m Departments directed to
ensure close coordination

A special programme for par-
ticipating delegations has
been planned for August 22.

Senior officials from the
General Administration De-
partment and other depart-
ments attended the review
meeting.

Govt has adopted
multi-pronged
policy to safeguard
economy

NEW DELHI

The government has adopted a
multi-pronged approach to safe-
guard fiscal stability, exports, and
investment flows against external
geopolitical uncertainties, with fis-
cal buffers, including the newly
constituted Economic Stabilisation
Fund, providing the financial space
to effectively respond to global
headwinds and unforeseen events,
the Parliament was informed on
Monday.

To support industry and exports,
measures such as the RELIEF (Re-
silience & Logistics Intervention
for Export Facilitation) Scheme,
the Bharat Maritime Insurance
Pool, restoration of RODTEP ben-
efits, targeted customs duty relief
and the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0
have been introduced, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary said in a written reply to a
question in the Lok Sabha.

The government is also
strengthening trade resilience
through Free Trade Agreements
and Comprehensive Economic
Partnership/Cooperation Agree-
ments, while an investor-friendly
FDI policy continues to attract
long-term investment.

70 Lakh people to benefit as
assam resumes subsidised
pulses and sugar scheme

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Monday
announced the resumption of
the state government's subsi-
dised food scheme under
which pulses and sugar will
be made available to benefi-
ciaries at Rs 100, benefiting
around 70 lakh people across
the state.

The scheme was relaunched
from Raha in Nagaon district
after remaining suspended for
nearly three months due to
delays associated with the
state Budget process. Sarma
said the government had now
restored the supply of pulses
and sugar at affordable rates
as part of its commitment to
provide essential commodities
to eligible beneficiaries.

The scheme, introduced
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions, had aimed to provide
sugar, pulses and salt to peo-
ple at subsidised prices.

The Chief Minister said the
distribution of salt could not
be restarted immediately be-
cause of certain technical is-
sues. However, he assured
beneficiaries that the supply
would resume shortly. We
will start providing it in a few
days, Sarma said.

The initiative is expected to
provide relief to a large sec-
tion of households at a time
when prices of essential food
items remain a major concern
for consumers.

Meanwhile, Sarma also
spoke about the continuing

territorial dispute between As-
sam and neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh, saying
that efforts were underway to
resolve the issue through dis-
cussions between senior offi-
cials of the two states.

He said the Chief Secretar-
ies of Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh were engaged in dis-
cussions regarding the situa-
tion along the inter-state
boundary. The Directors Gen-
eral of Police of both states
were also examining the mat-
ter, Sarma said, indicating
that the government was
closely monitoring develop-
ments in the affected areas.

However, the Chief Minis-
ter asserted that Assam would
firmly protect its territorial
interests and would not accept
any arrangement that compro-
mises the state's land. As-
sam’s land will not be surren-
dered under any circumstanc-
es, Sarma said. He further
stated that security reinforce-
ments had already been sent
to the affected area as the au-
thorities continued efforts to
maintain peace and prevent
further escalation.

DELHI BJP CHIEF LEADS ‘TIRANGA
YATRA' NEAR RED FORT

NEW DELHI

As part of the week-long cel-
ebrations leading up to India’s
80th Independence Day, the
Delhi BJP on Monday organ-
ised a Tiranga Yatra through
the streets of Old Delhi near
the historic Red Fort under the
leadership of State President
Harsh Malhotra, a party lead-
er said. Malhotra said, from
this sacred land of Chandni
Chowk, close to the Red
Fort, I extend my greetings
to all of you, patriotic citi-
zens.

Today, we are taking out a
‘Tiranga Yatra’, and what
could be a greater matter of
pride than the fact that this
Yatra is beginning from Old

Delhi? The Red Fort in Old
Delhi is not merely made of
bricks and stones; it is from
here that the Prime Minister
addresses the nation every
August 15. The call for inde-
pendence was announced
from here, and every inch of
Old Delhi is steeped in sacri-
fice and self-respect, he said.
The march began from
Chandni Chowk’s Town Hall
and concluded at Hauz Qazi,
passing through a route deco-
rated with tricolour flags and
ceremonial arches, reflecting
the spirit of communal harmo-
ny. Many school students also
participated in the Tiranga Ya-
tra, said a party statement
Thousands of workers
joined the Tiranga Yatra along

Fam

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Eleven days after three fisher-
men went missing in separate
incidents off Kerala’s coast,
their families continued to
wait for answers as political
leaders visited them on Mon-
day amid growing anger over
the search operations.

Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san visited the family of
Gautham Krishnan at Neen-
dakara, while Home Minister
Ramesh Chennithala and
Fisheries Minister Abdul Ga-
foor met the families of John
Mathias and Shijin.

The three fishermen disap-
peared separately off Neenda-

kara, Muthalapozhi and
Vizhinjam. Their families
have demanded that the
search operations be intensi-
fied and that every available
agency and modern technolo-
gy be deployed to locate
them.

with Chandni Chowk MP
Praveen Khandelwal. Several
local business and civic organ-
isations set up platforms at
various points along the route
to welcome and felicitate Mal-
hotra, Khandelwal and all the
participants of the march.

The Tiranga Yatra, organ-
ised under the coordination of
Chandni Chowk District Pres-
ident Arvind Garg, was attend-
ed by State Vice President
Rajesh Bhatia, Media Head
Praveen Shankar Kapoor,
Yuva Morcha President Rajat
Chaudhary, former Mayor Jai
Prakash, Municipal Council-
lors Suman Kumar Gupta,
Usha Sharma, Vikas Tank,
Vikesh Sethi and Sushil Jonty,
Co-Office Secretary.

Gautham’s mother, Resh-
ma, has begun a hunger strike
seeking a more intensive
search. The family’s demand
has also triggered protests
along the Kerala coast over
what residents described as
delays and inadequate rescue

Jiyo Parsi scheme
records 534 births

NEW DELHI

As many as 534 births have
been reported in the Parsi
community since 2014-15 un-
der the government’s efforts
to address the declining pop-
ulation of the community, Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju informed the Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion, Rijiju said the births had
brought a ray of hope for sta-
bilising the Parsi population.
He added that independent
third-party evaluation studies
had also found the Jiyo Parsi
scheme successful in achiev-
ing its intended objectives.

The government has spent
Rs 37.43 crore on the scheme
so far. In 2025-26, Rs 2.93
crore was spent under the
Health of Community compo-
nent, while Rs 24 lakh was
allocated for medical assis-
tance and Rs 29 lakh for ad-
vocacy activities.

Expenditure under the
Health of Community compo-
nent has increased steadily,
from Rs 2.53 crore in 2023-24
to Rs 2.66 crore in 2024-25.

Rijiju said 582 Parsi bene-
ficiaries have received finan-
cial assistance since 2013 for
infertility treatment, child-
bearing, childbirth and
post-natal care under the med-
ical component.
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Government efforts to
reverse the Parsi
community’s population
decline have recorded
534 births under the
Jiyo Parsi scheme since
2014-15

Additionally, 1,055 benefi-
ciaries have received assis-
tance under the Health of
Community component since
2018-19.

The government has also
undertaken publicity cam-
paigns, workshops, interac-
tion sessions, registration
drives and bio-authentication
drives to improve awareness
and participation. Information
on implementation is regular-
ly published through major
Parsi newspapers.

The Minister clarified that
the advocacy component does
not provide direct financial
assistance to beneficiaries, but
focuses on awareness and out-
reach to encourage eligible
members to access the
scheme.

A woman’s clothing is her
choice, not a licence for
harassment: Delhi HC

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court ob-
served that what a girl or
woman chooses to wear is a
matter of her personal choice
and neither society, neigh-
bours, nor any other
person has the right
to dictate her at-
tire.

A single-judge
Bench of Justice
Chandrasekharan
Sudha made the
observations
while allowing an
appeal against the ac-
quittal of an accused in a
sexual harassment case in-
volving a young woman and
convicting him under Section
354A(1)(1) of the IPC.

The Delhi High Court took
particular exception to the de-
fence seeking to link the
woman's clothes, including
her wearing jeans, with the
alleged offence. What a girl
or woman chooses to wear is
a matter of her personal
choice. Neither her neigh-
bours, nor society, nor the
accused, nor counsel appear-

ing in a court of law has any
right to dictate her clothing. It
is simply none of their concern,
Justice Sudha said.

The Delhi High Court was
hearing an appeal against the
trial court's acquittal of Sajid
Ali, who was accused of

repeatedly stalking the
& woman, making sex-

ually coloured re-
) marks, and touch-
& ing her cheeks and
= hip.
DA During the trial,
the defence had
questioned the wom-
an about her clothes and

the objections purportedly
raised by residents of the local-
ity over her wearing western
clothes.

The woman had stated that
she generally wore normal
jeans and top, while also ac-
knowledging that local resi-
dents had objected to her attire.

Justice Sudha said the line of
cross-examination concerning
the woman's clothes was whol-
ly irrelevant, improper and ap-
peared to be a technique to
embarrass, humiliate and mor-
ally judge the prosecutrix.

SEVENTH PAY COMMISSION
HOLDS FIRST MEETING

KOLKATA

The recently constituted 7th
Pay Commission for West
Bengal state employees held
its inaugural meeting at the
Nabanna state secretariat. Led
by the administration under
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari, the panel reviewed
the operational and financial
status of various departments
and laid out a clear roadmap
for future recommendations.

To combat widespread misin-
formation circulating on social
media, officials announced that
a dedicated official website
will soon be launched. This
portal will serve as the sole au-
thentic source for official up-
dates, guidelines, and final no-
tifications regarding the revised
salary structures. The commis-
sion strongly cautioned em-
ployees and the public against
believing unverified rumors
about prospective payouts

ilies Still Await Missing Fisher
e - B

“l understand the emotions behind
the demand”

- V.D. Satheesan, Chief Minister

efforts.

The search operation has
now been expanded, with the
Navy’s INS Kalpeni deployed
in the Vizhinjam and Muthal-
apozhi areas. The Coast
Guard continues operations
off Neendakara, while screen-
ing and scuba teams are also
participating.

Satheesan denied that there
had been any delay in rescue

men

efforts and assured the fami-
lies that facilities would be
strengthened. He said the
government was coordinating
with all agencies and would
extend every possible assis-
tance.

The government also prom-
ised to revise insurance rules
for fishermen and take up sea
wall construction on an urgent
basis.

At Vizhinjam, John’s fami-
ly sought accountability and
an apology from Satheesan
over his earlier remarks con-
cerning the absence of politi-
cal leaders from the coast.
The Chief Minister said he
understood their emotions.
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IIM Ahmedabad’s
leadership focus a
natural fit: Adani

Ahmedabad
IIM Ahmedabad’s track re-
cord of institution-building
and developing leaders
across the country made it
a natural partner for Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas in
setting up the Cyril
Shroff-IIMA GC Leadership
Academy, Paridhi Adani,
Partner and Head-Gujarat
at the prestigious law firm.
Paridhi Adani said the col-
laboration was particularly
valuable because IIM Ah-
medabad had explored the
broader role of law and
lawyers in the economy
and enterprise, going be-
yond conventional legal
education.

Meghalaya
Congress opposes
FCRA changes

Shillong
The Meghalaya Pradesh
Congress Committee
staged a peaceful protest
march in Shillong against
the proposed amend-
ments to the Foreign Con-
tribution Regulation Act
(FCRA), alleging that the
changes could have seri-
ous implications for
churches, educational in-
stitutions, hospitals, NGOs
and other organisations re-
ceiving foreign contribu-
tions for social work. A
large number of Congress
workers participated in the
demonstration, carrying
party flags and placards
and raising slogans against
the proposed FCRA
Amendment Bill.

Centre moves
mines and
minerals bill in
Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI

state governments from im- |
posing taxes, cess or other
levies on mineral rights, while
bringing the regulation of cer-
tain mineral-bearing lands

under its control.

The Bill, introduced by |
Coal and Mines Minister G |
Kishan Reddy, seeks to !
amend the Mines and Miner- |
als (Development and Regu- | Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
lation) Act to provide certain- |
ty, stability and predictability
to the sector with greater uni- |
formity in the fiscal treatment
{ adding that the government

The absence of reasonable |
limits on taxes imposed by !
states on mineral rights and
mineral-bearing lands has cre- |
ated uncertainty in the mining
i dents as they breached barri-

According to the new Bill, !
no tax, cess or such other levy
(by whatever name called)
shall be imposed by the state | fied in Jharkhand.
government on mineral |
i The use of force against stu-

The Bill also proposes to
enable the Centre to take un- |
der its control the regulation !
of mineral-bearing lands hav- :
ing mineral contents in accor- |
dance with the parameters |
the |

{ solve their issues immediate-

of minerals across states.

sector, the minister stated.

rights.

prescribed under
MMDRAC.

Gujarat expands lion

conservation beyond numbers

Gujarat’s lion conservation model is expanding beyond population growth,
with the state focusing on ecosystems, biodiversity, community participation

' PORBANDAR

. Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
| pendra Patel said the state’s
i Asiatic lion conservation ef-
i forts must go beyond increas-
| ing the animal’s population
i and focus on protecting the
{ wider ecosystem, as Gujarat
i marked World Lion Day in
{ Porbandar.

Addressing the conserva-

i tion programme virtually
i from Gandhinagar, Patel said
i forests, water sources, agri-
{ culture and human life were
i closely interconnected, mak-
! ing ecosystem protection cen-
{ tral to wildlife conservation.
i He urged greater public par-
| ticipation in safeguarding na-
i ture and the environment.

Gujarat, the only home of

free-ranging Asiatic lions, has
. recorded a population of 891,

Guijarat’s conservation model rests
on technology, research, public
participation and effective
administration.

- Bhupendra Patel, Chief Minister

according to the state govern-
ment. Patel described the sta-
tus as a matter of pride and
responsibility, crediting sus-
tained conservation efforts for
the increase.

He said Gujarat had devel-
oped a distinctive conserva-

Asiatic lion population
reaches 891 in Gujarat.

Lion range expands from
three to 11 districts.

Lions return to Barda
Hills after 143 years.

26 lions currently reside
in the Barda region.

tion model based on four pil-
lars modern technology, sci-
entific research, public partic-
ipation and effective adminis-
tration. The approach priori-
tised biodiversity, water re-
sources, wildlife protection
and local community involve-
ment.

Patel said the geographical
range of lions had expanded
from three districts to 11 dis-
tricts over the past two and a
half decades, reflecting grow-
ing coexistence between com-
munities and wildlife.

He also highlighted the re-
turn of lions to Barda Hills
after 143 years. The Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary has
emerged as a new habitat,
with 26 lions now residing
there, Forest and Environment
Minister Arjun Modhwadia
said.

Patel referred to Project
Lion, launched to conserve
and restore lion habitats while
involving communities and
balancing ecology with devel-
opment. He said the National
Board for Wildlife meeting in
Gir had also given a new direc-
tion to wildlife conservation.

Kanwar Yatra draws
devoteesin Jabalpur

as CMjoins procession

. JABALPUR

i A massive Kanwar Yatra
{ turned Jabalpur’s Ranjhi area
i into a sea of devotees, with
{ Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
i joining the procession, show-
i ering flowers on Kanwariyas
. and walking alongside sadhus
i and pilgrims carrying Narma-
i da water for offering to Lord
i Shiva.

The ‘Sanskar Kanwar Ya-

. tra’, held on the auspicious
i Monday of the holy month of
{ Shravan, witnessed large-
i scale participation of devo-
| tees. The procession reverber-
i ated with chants of Bol Kan-
i wariya, Bol Bam as devotees
i danced to the beats of drums
i and other traditional instru-
{ ments.Yadav participated in
i the procession along with
{ spiritual leader Dada Guru
i and several public representa-
The Centre introduced Mines |
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha
on Monday, seeking to restrict !

tives. He lifted a Kanwar,
played the damru and walked
with the devotees during the
religious procession.

India diversifies energy imports
to safeguard supplies

NEW DELHI

India has significantly diver-
sified its energy import sourc-
es to protect supplies from
disruptions caused by geopo-
litical tensions, particularly
the ongoing crisis in West
Asia, the Parliament was in-
formed on Monday.

Minister of State for Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Suresh
Gopi said in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha that Indiz
had expanded the number of
countries supplying liquefied
natural gas (LNG) from s x to
15

The country has also wid-
ened its crude oil sourcing
network, with imports now
coming from 41 countries
compared with 27 earlier. The
diversification is aimed at re-
ducing dependence on any
single country, region or tran-
sit route and strengthening
India’s ability to manage sup-
ply disruptions and volatility

Energy security
measures

m LNG sources: Expanded
from 6 to 15 countries

m Crude oil sources: Increased
from 27 to 41 countries

mExisting strategic re- \ |
serves: 5.33 MMT

® New approved capacity:
6.5 MMT

| Strategic sites: # ndhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Od'isha

in global energy markets.
Gopi said the govsrnment
regularly monitors risks to en-
crgy supplies and assesses
global market conditions in
coordination with public-sec-
tor oil and gas companies and
other stakeholders. Measures
are taken as required to en-
sure uninterrupted availability
of crude oil, LNG and petro-

leum products.

The need for supply resil-
ience is particularly important
because India imports more
than 85 per cent of its crude
oil requirements. Multiple
sourcing options therefore
provide a buffer against geo-
political disruptions and sud-
den changes in global energy
markets.

Alongside diversifying im-
ports, the government is
strengthening strategic petro-
leum reserves. Indian Strate-
gic Petroleum Reserve Ltd
has established three facilities
with a combined capacity of
5.33 million metric tonnes at
coastal locations in Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka.

Two additional commer-
cial-cum-strategic facilities
with a combined capacity of
6.5 million metric tonnes have
also been approved in Odisha
and Karnataka. The projects at
Chandikhol and Padur were
approved in July 2021.

Opposition seeks
debate on NEET,
temple donation row

NEW DELHI

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav said the Opposi-
tion wants Parliament to dis-
cuss both the police action
against NEET protesters and
the controversy surrounding
alleged theft of donations
made for the Ram Temple.

Speaking to reporters, Ya-
dav said the government still
had enough time to take up
both matters despite only two
days remaining in the Mon-
soon Session. He said the Op-
position had been demanding
since the beginning of the ses-
sion that Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah make a state-
ment on the police action
during the July 20 protest by
NEET aspirants.

His remarks came after
Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju indicat-
ed the government’s willing-
ness to address the issue in
the Lok Sabha, saying Shah
would make a statement on
the matter.

Yadav said the government
should respond to concerns
raised over the treatment of
young people and students
during the protest, stressing
that the issue was not restrict-
ed only to NEET aspirants.

The SP chief also raised the
alleged theft of donations as-
sociated with the Ram Tem-
ple, questioning whether gov-

m Police action against
NEET protesters

m Alleged theft of Ram
Temple donations

mOpposition seeks parlia-
mentary discussion

m Amit Shah expected to ad-
dress the NEET protest issue

® Yadav questions gov-
ernment’s reluctance
to debate the donation
controversy

ernment or BJP leaders had
any involvement in the mat-
ter.

He said the controversy had
hurt the religious sentiments
of devotees who had contrib-
uted donations and offerings
to the temple with faith and
sincerity.

Yadav questioned why the
government was unwilling to
permit a parliamentary dis-
cussion on the issue, accusing
political leaders of repeatedly
using people’s faith and devo-
tion for political purposes.

He urged the government to
allow discussions on both
matters before the session
concludes, arguing that the
remaining two days were suf-
ficient to address issues that,
he said, had significant public
concern.

Kerala revokes MVD officials’
suspension after employees’ protest

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Faced with an unusually
swift and effective protest by
its own Motor Vehicles De-
partment employees, the Ker-
ala government has revoked
the suspension of the two
department officials who
faced action for imposing a
Rs 5,000 fine on a vehicle
involved in flood-relief oper-
ations in Adoor. The govern-
ment, however, has stopped
short of a complete climb-
down.

The two officials have

been reinstated but trans-
ferred out of Adoor and post-
ed to different locations, the
government said, noting that
the departmental probe into
the incident would continue.

The reversal came within
hours of MVD employees
launching an indefinite
non-cooperation protest, un-
der which officials continued
roadside inspections but
stopped imposing fines on
traffic violators.

Instead, motorists were
counselled and allowed to
proceed.

Rahul Gandhi condemns Jharkhand
police action on students

NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the

said that the police action
against students protesting in
Jharkhand over the examina-
tion irregularities is wrong,

should work to resolve the
issue immediately.

The Lok Sabha LOP’s re-
marks came as the police
lobbed tear gas shells at stu-

cades and closed in on the
Assembly premises as the
examination protests intensi-

Taking to X, Gandhi said:

dents protesting in Jharkhand
is wrong. Students have a
right to peaceful protest, and
only dialogue can yield solu-
tions. The Jharkhand govern-
ment must continue to hear
these students out and re-

NEW DELHI

NCP (SP) MPs meet PM Modi amid

\

Amid swirling rumours about
the NCP (Sharad Pawar) po-
tentially joining the NDA, a
delegation of party MPs led
by Baramati MP Supriya Sule
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Following the 20-minute
meeting, Shirur MP Dr Amol
Kolhe clarified the details of
the interaction, explicitly re-
futing claims regarding polit-
ical realignments or upcom-
ing legislation.

During the meeting, the
delegation submitted several
requests related to Maharash-
tra’s policy issues, infrastruc-

ture projects, and cultural
recognition. At the outset of
the meeting, PM Modi en-
quired about the health of vet-
eran leader Sharad Pawar.
Commending Pawar’s work
ethic and political journey, the
Prime Minister noted that his

ly.

This came as the BJP has
repeatedly criticised Gandhi
over his silence on
the students’ pro-
test in
Jharkhand,
which is ruled |
by the
Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha
(JMM), an ally
of Congress in the
INDIA bloc.

The protest has been led by
aspirants seeking greater
transparency, accountability
and fairness in the recruit-
ment process.

The students marched to-
wards the Assembly premises
despite heightened security
arrangements in the area as
their protest over alleged ir-
regularities in recruitment
examinations continued. Po-
lice carried out a lathi
charge, fired tear gas and de-
ployed water cannons after

NCP REFUTES ALLIANCE RUMOURS

energy and dedication remain
an inspiration for everyone in
public life, said Dr Kolhe.
During the delegation’s in-
teraction, the NCP(SP) MPs
presented several crucial re-
gional demands. The delega-
tion submitted a request to

A \""
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“Students have a right to peaceful
protest, and only dialogue can yield
solutions.”

- Rahul Gandhi, LOP

the protesters
moved closer to the
Assembly.
The march escalat-
ed after protesters man-
aged to break through sev-
eral barricades put up by se-
curity personnel and contin-
ued towards the Vidhan
Sabha. Water cannons were
used after the protesting stu-
dents breached multiple bar-
ricades.

The students have main-
tained that their agitation
will continue until their de-
mands regarding the recruit-
ment examinations are ad-
dressed and concrete action
is taken against those respon-
sible for irregularities.

BUDGET 2026-27 ENABLES ONLINE
LOWER OR NIL TDS CERTIFICATES

NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department
is framing rules to implement
a Budget 2026-27 provision
that will allow taxpayers to
electronically apply for certif-
icates for deduction of tax at
source (TDS) at lower or nil
rates, the government in-
formed Parliament

In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Union MoS for Fi-
nance Pankaj Choudhary said
Section 395(1) of the In-
come-tax Act, 2025 provides
for issuance of certificates for
deduction of tax at source at
nil or lower rates.

The minister said the Fi-
nance Act, 2026 has enabled
taxpayers to electronically
file applications for issuance
of such certificates, with the
certificates to be issued or ap-
plications rejected subject to
conditions that will be pre-
scribed.

...the enabling rule is cur-
rently under preparation and

shall be notified in due
course, he said.

A taxpayer generally seeks
a lower or nil TDS certificate
when the expected tax liabil-
ity is lower than the amount
that would otherwise be de-
ducted at source.

The facili-
ty is aimed at
preventing
excess tax
deductions
and reducing
the need for
taxpayers to
claim refunds
later.

Under the
proposed
system, tax-
payers will be able to apply
electronically to the tax au-
thority for a lower or nil TDS
certificate.

The application is expected
to be processed using infor-
mation already available with
the Income Tax Department,
including previously filed tax

returns, Annual Information
Statement (AIS), Taxpayer
Information Summary (TIS)
and Form 26AS.

The move is aimed at eas-
ing compliance for small tax-
payers by reducing paper-
work and eliminating the
need for
physical sub-
mission of
documents
and repeated
visits to tax
offices. It is
also expected
to make the

process fast-
' er, paperless

and more
transparent.

The minister also provided
details on faceless assess-
ments and appeals disposed
of by the Income Tax Depart-
ment. The IT department dis-
posed of 2.24 lakh appeals
during 2025-26, compared
with 1.11 lakh in 2023-24, he
said.

NDA alliance rumours

confer India’s highest civilian
award, the Bharat Ratna, on
prominent social reformers
and cultural figures from Ma-
harashtra: Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule, Krantijyoti Savitribai
Phule, Lokshahir Annabhau
Sathe, and Rashtrasant Tu-
kadoji Maharaj.

Highlighting drought condi-
tions in Beed district, MP Ba-
jrang Sonawane urged the
government to release water
from the Ujani Dam to the
Manjara Dam.

Additionally, the MPs re-
quested an increased constit-
uency quota under the PM
CARES fund to support fi-
nancial aid for critical medi-

cal treatments.

MPs Suresh (Balya Mama)
Mhatre and Dr Amol Kolhe
requested the Centre to expe-
dite the final decision on
naming the Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport after late
leader D.B. Patil, following
the state government’s pro-
posal.

The Prime Minister’s atten-
tion was drawn to accelerat-
ing major projects, including
the Nashik—Pune high-speed
railway line, Pune—Nashik
Metro, PM Gati Shakti
schemes in Chhatrapati Sam-
bhajinagar, INPT port expan-
sion, and the Kalyan—Murbad
railway line, said Dr Kolhe.

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

Tender Schedule:

No:BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-186/2026-27

SHORT-TERM INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/)

Short-Term Tender is invited by Bangalore Development
Authority (Indent Number: BDA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT266)
(1) Date of availability of Tender
Documents in e-portal: 10.08.2026 (2) Last date and time
for submission of Tender Pre-Bid Enquiries: 12.08.2026,
11.00 A.M. (3) Date and time of Tender Pre-Bid Meeting:
13.08.2026, 3.00 P.M. (4) Last date and time for submission of
Tender: 24.08.2026, 4.00 P.M. (5) Date of opening Technical
Bid of Tender: 25.08.2026 after 4.30 P.M.

Interested contractors can view further details on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is requested to
contact the Housing Project Division-1 of BDA during office hours.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) B @BDAOfficialGoK

Sd/- Executive Engineer, HPD-1 Division, BDA, Bengaluru

Date:10.08.2026
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Myanmar pushes back
on ASEAN envoyand
call to free Suu Kyi

Naypyidaw
Myanmar’s mili-
tary-backed govern-
ment has pushed back
against the regional
ASEAN bloc’s special
envoy for the war-torn
country, days after its
leader made a land-
mark visit to Thailand,
which is pushing for its
neighbour’s full re-en-
gagement with the
grouping.

The relationship be-
tween Myanmar and
the T1-member Associ-
ation for Southeast
Asian Nations has
been strained since
early 2021 when the
military leader ousted
an elected civilian gov-
ernment led by Aung
San Suu Kyi, sparking a
nationwide civil war
that has killed an esti-
mated 100,000 peo-
ple and displaced
millions.

Iran Sets Conditions For
Hormuz Reopening

Iran and Oman are finalising shipping arrangements for the Strait of Hormuz,
but Tehran says reopening depends on Washington meeting demands

DUBAI

Iran said Monday that negoti-
ations with Oman on estab-
lishing new shipping lanes
through the Strait of Hormuz
were nearing completion, but
stressed that reopening the
strategically vital waterway
would depend on the United
States meeting several de-
mands.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei
said discussions with Oman
were progressing smoothly
and constructively, with
both sides having agreed on
a map for the proposed
shipping route. However,
some technical issues con-
cerning a joint statement
remained unresolved.

The talks have also ad-

dressed safe navigation, en-
vironmental protection,
maritime services and mea-
sures to combat maritime
crime. Baghaei noted that
such services would nor-
mally involve payments.
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi said that the agree-
ment with Oman was in its
final stages, but warned that
Tehran would not reopen
the waterway until Wash-
ington addressed its condi-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

® Oman talks: Shipping
route map agreed; tech-
nical issues remain.

® Iran’s conditions: Com-
pensation, sanctions
relief and release of
frozen assets.

m US stance: President
Donald Trump said Wash-
ington was semi-negotiat-
ing with Tehran.

® Hormuz impact: The wa-
terway previously carried
about one-fifth of global
oil and LNG flows.

m |Indirect contacts: Iran
and the US continue
exchanging messages
through intermediaries.

tions.

Iran and the US are not
holding direct negotiations.
Araqchi said Tehran would
not engage in direct talks
while Washington continues
to violate an interim agree-
ment reached in June. Mes-
sages between the two sides
are instead being conveyed
through intermediaries.

Among Iran’s demands
are compensation for dam-
age caused by US attacks,
an end to further military
threats and aggression, the
removal of a US naval block-
ade in the Gulf, lifting of
sanctions and the release of
frozen Iranian assets.

The Strait of Hormuz car-
ried around one-fifth of glob-
al oil and liquefied natural gas
flows before the conflict.

Trial opens for ex-gang leader charged
with Tupac Shakur’s 1996 murder

LAS VEGAS

Jury selection is due to begin
on Monday in the murder trial
of an ex-street gang leader ac-
cused of masterminding the
drive-by shooting death of
hip-hop star Tupac Shakur
three decades ago in Las Ve-
gas, a long-unsolved crime
that became a seminal mo-
ment in rap music history.

Duane Keffe D Davis, 63,
is charged in Clark County,
Nevada, with a single count
of murder by use of a deadly
weapon. He has pleaded not
guilty. Davis is accused of
leading a group of men to kill
Shakur, 25, one of rap's most
commercially successful and
influential artists, in a 1996
drive-by shooting near the
Las Vegas Strip.

The killing heightened the
image of violence permeating
hip-hop culture and its lyrics
during gangsta rap's golden
age, stoking the infamous
East Coast-West Coast rap
feud of that era.

Police said after Davis'
2023 arrest that he was a
longtime suspect in the killing
but that investigators lacked

sufficient admissible evidence
to charge him until he began
implicating himself in a series
of public statements.

The trial before Judge Carli
Kierny is expected to run for
up to six weeks in a down-
town Las Vegas courthouse. It
may feature testimony from
Death Row Records
co-founder Marion Suge
Knight, a former rap mogul
who was with Shakur the
night he was slain and is now
serving a 28-year prison sen-
tence on an unrelated volun-
tary manslaughter conviction.

Authorities have described
Davis as the shot caller of a
hurried plot to avenge the
beating of his nephew by
Shakur and members of his
entourage inside the MGM
Grand casino in Las Vegas the
night of September 7, 1996.

The violence at the casino
allegedly stemmed from hos-
tility between two Los Ange-
les-area street gangs, the
South Side Compton Crips, of
which Davis was the self-de-
scribed leader, and Mob Piru,
which police say was associ-
ated with Knight and Death
Row Records.

Baltic States Tighten Critical
Infrastructure Security

WARSAW

Russia’s northern NATO
neighbours are stepping up
security around critical infra-
structure amid growing fears
that Moscow could stage a
false flag attack using
Ukrainian drones to justify
further confrontation with the
alliance.

Lithuania, Poland, Latvia
and Estonia have warned of
potential Russian sabotage
operations aimed at testing
NATO’s response at a time
when questions remain over
the strength of US commit-
ment to the military allian-e.

Lithuanian Defence Minis-
ter Robertas Kaunas said au-
thorities were increasing pro-
tection of critical infrastruc-
ture and closely coordinating
with intelligence agencies.
Lithuania last month de-
ployed military personnel
alongside riot police to secure
its liquefied natural gas im-
port terminal, an oil products
terminal, a major power con-
nection with Poland and the
Kruonis Pumped Storage hy-

We are not naive, we see the
information, we read between the
lines and we are doing our
homework.

— Lithuanian Defence Minister
Robertas Ka.inas.

dro plant.

Latvia has also strengti-
ened security around critica!
facilities, inciuding a major
dam on the Dougava River
near Riga and tne Incukalns
underground gas s*orage facil-
ity.

Latvian Prime Minister An-
dris Kulbergs said the possi-
bility of a hybrid threat was
greater than before, reflecting
heightened concern over po-
tential Russian activity.

The Baltic states and Poland
have already discovered
Ukrainian drones on their ter-
ritory, adding to fears that such
incidents could be exploited to
trigger a broader confrontation.

Russia has rejected the
warnings, with Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov de-

Security Measures

| Lithuania: Military de-
ployed to protect LNG, oil,
power and hydro facilities.

m Latvia: Security increased
around dams and under-
ground gas storage.

m Regional concern: Poland,
Estonia and Latvia warn of
possible sabotage.

m |ntelligence assessment:
A Baltic official says Rus-
sian agencies may plan
a false-flag attack using
Ukrainian-made drones.

scribing claims of planned
clandestine attacks as scare
stories intended to justify mil-
itarisation against Moscow.

A Baltic intelligence official,
however, said assessments in-
dicated that Russian military
and domestic intelligence
agencies could be preparing a
false-flag operation against in-
frastructure in Russia, the Bal-
tic states or Poland using
Ukrainian-made drones.

Storms from Dolphin soak China's east,
ground nearly 950 Shanghai flights

SHANGHAI

Torrential rain and storms in
Typhoon Dolphin's wake in-
undated several provinces in
China's east, drenching the
coastal region and flooding
streets in Shanghai, where
around 40% of flights were
grounded on Monday due to
the weather. Dolphin packed
maximum sustained winds of
151 kph near its centre when
it made landfall in Zhejiang,
the province to the south and
west of Shanghai, evening be-
fore weakening to a tropical
storm.

Its remaining rain clouds
continued to soak the eastern
provinces including Anhui,
Jiangsu and Shandong on
Monday.

Many streets in Shanghai,
the country's second most

populous city, were flooded,
including in the main com-
mercial centres. The city's
two airports cancelled a total
of 943 flights due to the ty-
phoon, reducing capacity by
nearly 40%, state broadc.aster
CCTV said. China Eastern
Airlines said on Monday it
was trying to resume flights to
Shanghai, Zhejiang and other
destinations in an orderly
manner.

Many streets in Shanghai's
suburban Jiading and Qingpu
districts around the city centre
remained waterlogged, accord-
ing to live-streams shared by
residents on social media. The
live videos showed people
wading through knee-high
murky water.

It rained almost all night last
night. When I woke up this
morning, I found the neigh-

bourhood flooded, and the
streets were severely flooded,
said 39-year-old Hou Lina,
who works in sales in Jiading
in Shanghai.

I've lived in Shanghai for 10
years, and this is the first time
I've experienced such inconve-
nience from a typhoon. This is
the first time I've encountered
such widespread flooding.

In Shanghai's Jinshan, the
district authority said non-es-
sential businesses and organi-
sations could temporarily halt
operations, classes, outdoor
events and transit services,
amid forecasts of continued
strong winds and heavy rain
on Monday.

Powerful winds and lashing
rain flipped over a truck in
Zhejiang's Wenzhou, a video
posted on TikTok on Sunday
showed.

AfD on pre-election roll
in east Germany

QUEDLINBURG

Lars Gottschligg bought an
abandoned building in the
east German state of Sax-
ony-Anhalt, covered it with
solar panels and transformed
it into a sleek black cube that
harvests and stores energy,
houses data centres and
charges electric cars.

We turned a lost place into
a place for the future, the boss
of SSC Hydrovent explained
during a tour of his plant in
the town of Quedlinburg. Yet
with regional elections loom-
ing, Gottschligg is uncon-
cerned by the rise of the far-
right Alternative for Germany
(AfD), which wants, among
other things, a greater role for
conventional energy sources
and less support for renew-
ables.

The AfD is polling at

around 41% in Saxony-An-
halt, which votes on Septem-
ber 6, and 36% in Mecklen-
burg-Vorpommern, voting on
September 20.

While in western Germany
much AfD support stems from
opposition to immigration,
experts say that in eastern
Germany, the issue matters
less.

More significant is the
states' shared east German
legacy of shrinking popula-
tions, shortages of skilled la-
bour, and higher unemploy-
ment and lower incomes than
in western Germany.

Studies suggest the AfD's
rise is fuelled by a lingering
sense of economic disadvan-
tage, 36 years after east and
west Germany united, and of
neglect by a political estab-
lishment still largely rooted in
the west.

Trump’s Gaza
Roadmap Faces
Israeli Rejection

JERUSALEM

US President Donald Trump’s
latest roadmap to end the
Gaza war has run into a major
obstacle after Israel rejected a
key provision requiring its
forces to withdraw as Hamas
lays down its weapons.

The 15-point roadmap, en-
dorsed by Hamas and other
Palestinian militants, seeks to
build on a 2025 ceasefire ar-
rangement that reduced vio-
lence but failed to secure a
lasting end to Israeli attacks
or achieve the disarmament of
armed groups.

Trump had described the
negotiations as a break-
through on July 30, saying
Hamas and other Gaza mili-
tants had accepted the road-
map proposed by his so-called
Board of Peace. However,
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has rejected
the proposal’s sequencing,
insisting that Israel will not
withdraw from Gaza until
Hamas has been fully dis-
armed.

The roadmap calls for an
immediate halt to all military
operations in Gaza and links
Israel’s withdrawal to the dis-
arming of Hamas and other
militias.

Under the plan, a new US-
backed Palestinian techno-
cratic administration, the Na-
tional Committee for the Ad-

Key provisions

Immediate ceasefire;
Israeli withdrawal tied
to militia disarmament;
new Palestinian techno-
cratic administration; in-
ternational peacekeep-
ing force; weapons and
tunnel decommission-
ing; Palestinian police
training and expanded
humanitarian aid.

ministration of Gaza, would
take responsibility for civil
governance and oversee the
dismantling and secure stor-
age of heavy weapons, weap-
ons depots, military produc-
tion facilities and tunnels.

A temporary International
Stabilization Force would
also deploy to areas vacated
by Israeli troops. The force
would be responsible for se-
curity, training new Palestin-
ian police units and support-
ing humanitarian aid deliver-
ies.

The proposal envisions re-
building Gaza after two years
of devastating Israeli military
operations.

But Israel’s insistence on
complete disarmament before
withdrawal has created a fun-
damental disagreement over
how the roadmap should be
implemented.

Taiwan 'throttles’ mobile
internet for first time

TAICHUNG

Taiwan slowed the mobile in-
ternet in a large swathe of the
central part of the island on
Monday for the first time
during annual war games, sim-
ulating communication disrup-
tion in the event of a Chinese
attack or natural disaster.

Democratically governed
Taiwan, which China claims
as its own territory, has long
lived with the threat of a Chi-
nese invasion and holds air
raid drills along with its war
games every year, clearing
people from the streets for 30
minutes.

During the internet throt-
tling drill, centred on Monday
on the major central metropo-
lis of Taichung, only basic
mobile phone services
worked, though other func-
tions including ATMs, traffic
signals, landlines and fixed
internet services were not af-
fected.

Air raid sirens rang out in
Taichung and people cleared
the streets from 2:30 p.m.
(0630 GMT) as the govern-
ment sent simultaneous text
messages in Chinese and En-
glish telling mobile phone us-
ers of simulated air attacks on
communication infrastructure.

DEADLY REFINERY DRONE STRIKE

IRV Jgurs

Ukraine Drone Strike Kills 13 In Russia

MOSCOWwW

At least 13 people, including a
child, were killed and 39 oth-
ers injured in a Ukrainian
drone attack on industrial and
civilian targets in Nizh-
nekamsk, Russian authorities
said Monday, making it one of
the heaviest civilian death tolls
in Russia in recent months.

Ukraine’s military said its
forces targeted Tatneft’s TAN-
ECO oil refinery in Tatarstan,
around 800 km east of Mos-
cow. The military said a fire
was reported at the facility fol-
lowing the strike. Verified vid-
eos reviewed showed smoke
rising over the refinery.

Russian investigators
opened a criminal case, de-
scribing the incident as a ter-
rorist attack and accusing
Ukraine of striking residential
areas. They said a child was
among those killed.

Tatarstan’s regional head

The attack was being treated as a
terrorist attack after residential
areas were reportedly struck.

- Russian investigators

Rustam Minnikhanov declared
a period of mourning, accord-
ing to Nizhnekamsk Mayor
Radmir Belyayev.

The TANECO refinery,
which was also targeted by
Ukraine in June, processed 17
million tonnes of crude oil in
2024. It produced 2.7 million
tonnes of gasoline and 8.5 mil-
lion tonnes of diesel fuel, mak-
ing it an important part of Rus-

sia’s energy infrastructure.

Ukraine has intensified at-
tacks on Russian oil refineries
in recent months, saying the
campaign is aimed at increas-
ing the cost of Moscow’s war
for ordinary Russians. The
strikes have contributed to fuel
shortages in parts of Russia,
although authorities say many
of the initial supply problems
have eased.

The latest attack came amid
continuing deadly strikes by
both sides. Russia was accused
of killing three people in
Kharkiv, while five people
were reportedly killed in
Ukraine’s drone attack on Rus-
sia’s Belgorod region.

3, TOOWT S A DRONT IO,
BOnERty MRPOBT BY BRFWTRIT TN
DEFS "o 10§ A0T DOFTI TWYE
o0 RIS RO 6868790295, FEF ¢
50@55: 38, AgFome msji: 38, TROLLTI
30, 38, BRBURTHORYS GhaIego Incg
Ae0T  B[OT  WEBHODYHT ﬁé@f A3
ﬁosﬂé: 38 BroOWT mar-w%mx.zo
) wgd—cjgsa: 12.19 0ewT” a;gms-'@%;
PO ANBI[, wo8  IROI;B - &¢
RTONOODT  TenR SIS AN Q0.

2003 DOHRLD WSS,
a’i}e@;oc% SR HowoRATod  odwTie 38
%0% WOF B ZTOR :m:?eﬁaw,
wand, JeF, Wk, WK, [OMEOT
[Slavolievvobnwiy TR, I o Shee]
@Y, B TR TFLRT OWOOOT 1S
OandeYR Ay madndeodn R R
SPRDVT WeewTah, HomEFA YRR, IO
oROoleYR Rt S3ER  RoOTY,
oImPde TR, agHomd Tordx DO

ﬁ@mdwq TNONBOTRMZYTD.
M.RADHAMMAB.A.L, LLB.,
ADVOCATE & NOTARY
PUBLIC GOVT. OF INDIA Regd. No. 12400,
No. 2315, Thyagaraja Nagar,
DODDABALLAPUR-561 203
Bengaluru Rural District

¢ SREWTTT OT008: 10-08-2026

I, VANITHA D/o
RAMACHANDRA REDDY
YELLAPPA REDDY, W/o
HEMANTH KUMAR, R/o
31, Opp. Hanuman
Temple, Haraluru, HSR
Layout, Bangalore South,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560102, have changed my
name and shall hereafter
be known as VANITHAR.

I, BV SUMANGALA D/o
SREESAILAPPA TELEGI
SETTRU, W/0O VEERANNA
BENNUR, R/o House No.
Mig-45, 18th Ward, Near
Harapanahalli Road,
Housing Bord Kottur,
Kudligi, Bellary, Karnataka-
583134, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as SUMANGALAMMA
BENNUR VEERANNA.

I, VIVEK BASAPPA
HITTINAHALLI, resident of NO
502, 29TH MAIN, 10TH A
CROSS, SECTOR-1, HSR
LAYOUT, BENGALURU -
560102, KARNATAKA, INDIA,
have changed my minor Sons
name from OMKAR to OMKAR
VIVEK HITTINAHALLI vide
affidavit dated: 10.08.2026
before Advocate and notary,
Mohammed Hussain K,
Bengaluru.

I, MOHAMMED AZHAR (old
name), a resident of NO
14/247, MASJEED ATEEQ,
DAYANANDA SLUM,
BANGALORE SOUTH,
BENGALURU= 560011,
KARNATAKA INDIA, have
changed my name to
MOHAMMAD AZHAR (NEW
Name) vide affidavit dated
10-08-2026, sworn
advocate and notary
Mohammed Hussain K.

 NAME CHANGE

|, PRIYANKA SOMANI, res-
ident of No: L-1008, 11TH
Floor, SNN Raj Lakeview, 29TH
Main, BTM 2ND Stage, N S
Palya, Bangalore - 560076.
Have changed my name to
PRIYA MANKOTIA, vide af-

fidavit  dated:  10.08.2026,
before  Notary R  BA-
SAWARAJA, Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

I, Y. FARHANA, W/o. Imtiyaz
Ahmed, Resident of Flat No.
409, 4th Floor, SLV Grand Apart-
ment, 11th Cross, 3rd Block
Zudio, Vishwapriya  Layout,
Begur, Bommanahalli, Benga-
luru -560068, Karnataka, have
changed my name to FARHANA
KAUSER, vide affidavit dated:
10.08.2026 before notary V.
RAJASHEKHARA,  Bengaluru.

IN THE COURT OF THE HON'BLE 1ST ADDL.
CIVIL JUDGE AND ADDL
J.M.F.C. AT KGF.

C.M.C.No. 466/2025.
PETITIONER:1. Sri Sriramappa S/o Late
Narayanappa Aged about 51 Years, R/at
Billerahalli Village Kyasamballi Hobli, KGF
Aadhar No 6064 3581 0231
2. Smt Sarswathamma W/o M Subramani
D/o Late Narayanappa Aged about 49 Years,
R/at 4-15 Ragisumudram, Vkota Chittor AP
Aadhar No 2054 9896 5904
3. Sri BN Venkatesh S/o Late Narayanappa
Aged about 47 Years, R/at #166, Billerahalli
Village Kyasamballi Hobli, KGF
Aadhar No 5518 5027 7935
RESPONDENT: The Tahsildar,Deaths and
Births,KGF, KGF Taluk

COURT PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform that the above petitioners
Sri Sriramappa, Sarswathamma, B N
Venkatesh has filed the petition seeking for
issuance of the death certificate of said Late
Narayanappa the details is as ntentioned
below:
Name of Dead person: Late Narayanappa
Name of the Father of deceased: Sri.
Venkataramaiah Date of Death: 30.05.2015
Place of Death: Billerahalli Village
Kyasamballi Hobli KGF
Anybody interested to oppose the said
petition are requested to appear in court
in person or through an advocate on
09.09.2026 failing to do so the matter will
be proceeded forthwith.
Dated this day the 10.08.2026 at KGF
BY ORDER OF THE COURT
CHIEF MINISTERAL OFFICER PRL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC COURT KOLAR
GOLD FIELDS
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NEW DELHI

Life as an elite athlete is rarely
a smooth path, and shooter Vi-
darsa K Vinod knows this bet-
ter than most. The 27-year-old
athlete from Kozhikode, Ker-
ala, has officially secured her
place in India's squad for the
upcoming Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games. She will compete in
both the 10-meter air rifle and
50-meter rifle three positions
events, capping off a remark-
able journey filled with heavy
financial hurdles and moments
when she almost walked away
from the sport.

Vidarsa’s journey began in
2018 through the National
Cadet Corps. Initially, she
joined just to try something
new, practicing with bor-
rowed gear. Her natural talent
quickly showed when she be-
came the aggregate champion
at the Kerala State Champion-
ship using that same bor-

gun to glory

rowed equipment. That early
success convinced her to pur-
sue shooting seriously, but
reality soon set in. Shooting is
an expensive discipline, and
her middle-class family strug-
gled to cover the costs of
weapons, ammunition, and
frequent travel. To save mon-
ey, Vidarsa often traveled
alone to tournaments. By
2021, her family even took
out a bank loan so she could
finally buy her very first pro-
fessional rifle.

Just as she was building
momentum, the COVID-19
pandemic brought a sudden
halt to her training because
the club weapon she previous-
ly relied on was unavailable.
Refusing to give up, she fo-
cused entirely on home fit-
ness, yoga, and meditation.
Later, she married fellow
shooter Manu S Ravi, who
encouraged her to fully own
her athletic dreams. Vidarsa

Shooter Vidarsa K Vinod
overcame severe financial hurdles
and borrowed gear to secure her
place in the Asian Games squad
T —_J

eventually shifted her base to
New Delhi to train at the Dr.
Karni Singh range under
coach Manoj Kumar. Living
alone in a new city without
knowing the local language
proved exhausting, and by
early 2024, financial stress
pushed her to the brink of
quitting.

Her fortunes changed when
she secured a spot at the
Sports Authority of India’s Na-
tional Centre of Excellence.
Having her housing, food, an<
training covered lifted a mas-
sive weight off her shoulciers.
Strong results followed in-
cluding an international mzdal
at the 2025 Asian Shooting
Championship and her ulii-
mate selection for the Asian
Games. Now, she hopes to in-
spire others including her
younger brother, who has also
taken up pistol shooting as she
aims to become the world
number one.

Narender vs. Narendra: The
boxer’s hilarious tale

NEW DELHI

Indian sports stars recently
had a wonderful chance to
meet Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at his home. They
gathered to celebrate their
brilliant wins and hard work
at the recent multi-sport
games. During this happy
meeting, silver medal-win-
ning heavyweight boxer Nar-
ender Berwal shared a very
funny story from his past that
left everyone smiling.

Berwal took everyone back
to the year 2015 during the
World Military Games. He
talked about a tough match he
had against a boxer from Pa-
kistan. Before the fight even
began, army officials gave
him clear instructions that he
simply could not lose to a Pa-
kistani opponent. Berwal
fought hard and won the bout,
but the clash was so fierce
that both athletes ended up
getting cuts and needed stitch-
es at a local hospital.

While they were getting
medical treatment together,
the Pakistani opponent began

to notice a strange coinci-
dence. The rival realized that
the name Narendra seemed to
be following him everywhere.

Sharing the exact words
with the Prime Minister, Ber-
wal laughed and said, “The
Pakistani boxer looked at me
and said, ‘Your name is Nar-
ender, your coach’s name is
Narender, and your Prime
Minister’s name is Narendra.
I have started to hate the
name Narendra.””

Hearing this cute and unex-

pected tale, Prime Minister
Modi burst into hearty laugh-
ter along with all the other
athletes in the room. This
light moment came after a
historic sporting campaign
where Indian boxers showed
amazing skill. The boxing
team brought home a grand
total of ten medals, which in-
cluded seven gold and three
silver. This incredible perfor-
mance set a brand new na-
tional record for the country
at the international games.

UEFA AFC and CON CACAF slam FIFA Chief

NEW DELHI

Global soccer politics faced a
major tremor as UEFA, the
Asian Football Confederation,
and CONCACAF launched a
sharp joint attack on FIFA
President Gianni Infantino.
The three powerful bodies ac-
cused him of breaking trust
through deception and priori-
tizing his own personal au-
thority over the collective
good of the sport.

This heavy criticism fol-
lows a deeply controversial
and now-abandoned plan by
Infantino to sell a 20 percent
stake in the World Cup's com-
mercial rights to private in-
vestors for roughly $4.2 bil-
lion. Though the open letter
stopped short of explicitly
demanding his immediate res-

UEFA, AFC, and
CONCACAF
attacked FIFA
President Gianni
Infantino over a
controversial World
Cup rights sale,
triggering a severe
leadership crisis
before the election

ignation, the confederations
demanded a fully independent
investigation into the deci-
sions that led to what they
termed a profound failure of
judgment.

The friction centers heavily
on an emergency FIFA meet-
ing held in Morocco, which

critics noted lacked proper
elected representation. Ten-
sions have grown rapidly
ahead of the upcoming presi-
dential election, with figures
like Norway's Lise Klaveness
openly calling for his depar-
ture. Meanwhile, other feder-
ations across Africa and parts

of South America continue to
maintain their backing for the
Swiss administrator.

FIFA has strongly defend-
ed its leader, labeling the
mounting pressure as a coor-
dinated campaign to under-
mine the organization. Nev-
ertheless, with major region-
al bodies threatening poten-
tial tournament boycotts
unless strict governance
guarantees are met, Infanti-
no faces the most severe
leadership challenge of his
tenure. The internal division
highlights deep disagree-
ments over how commercial
assets and tournament rights
should be managed moving
forward, threatening further
instability within world foot-
ball's governing hierarchy
before the vote.

Shelton defeats
Fonseca to claim
30th win

MONTREAL

Defending champion 3en
Shelton foaght hard against
talented teeriager Joao Fonse-
ca to book nis spot in the
quarter-finals of the National
Bank Open. The American
star won the tcugh fourth-
round match in straight sets
with a score of 6-3 7-6.

Playing in tricky, windy
conditions, the fiftl-seeded
player struggled early in both
sets. However, he showed
great mental toughness to
keep his winning streak alive
in Canada. After the match,
Shelton admitted that the
weather made it very hard to
find good footing. He praised
his young opponent, calling
him a high-quality player who
pushed him to his absolute
limit.

In the first set, both athletes
traded early breaks before
Shelton took control at 4-3
with a sharp forehand winner.
Fonseca, who had already
knocked out big names earlier
in the week, fired back at the
start of the second set to lead
3-0. His momentum slowed
down slightly after he twisted
his right ankle during a tough
rally. Shelton quickly caught
up, leveling the score at 3-3.

The set went into a tie-
break where the American
played his best tennis. He
dominated the crucial points
to seal the victory in one hour
and forty-eight minutes. His
aggressive style, including
strong net play and winning
most of his first-serve points,
made the big difference in the
end.

With this hard-earned win,
Shelton leads their head-to-
head record two to zero. As
the only top-ten player left in
the tournament, he will next
face Czech player Jakub Men-
sik for a place in the semi-fi-
nals. Fans are now looking
forward to seeing if the de-
fending champion can go all
the way and lift the trophy
once again.

Indian star Jemimah
Rodrigues aims for team
success ahead of the Champions
Trophy while recovering from a
hamstring injury

v

NEW DELHI

Indian cricket star Jemimah
Rodrigues is thrilled about the
upcoming and first-ever ICC
Women's Champions Trophy.
The big tournament is set to
happen in Sri Lanka early
next year, running from Feb-
ruary 14 to 28. For Jemimabh,
the main goal is simple and
clear: she only wants to help
her team win every single
match they play.

Speaking about her mind-
set, Jemimah shared that her
focus never shifts. She be-
lieves that personal goals do
not matter as much as the
ceam's success. Whether she
p'ays in a big international
tournament or a local league,
her heart beats for the team.
She stated that winning feels
amazing once you experience
it, and that hunger drives the
squad forward.

Before the big tournament
in Sri Lanka, the Indian wom-
en's cricket team has a busy

schedule. They will travel to
South Africa in December for
a tough multi-for-
mat series. Both |
teams have a /' -
greatrivalry and |~ £
play very good e
cricket. Jemimah 37
expects a fierce
fight between the
two sides be-
cause they rank
among the best
in the world.
She feels excit-
ed about this
challenge and be-
lieves it will prepare them
well for the future. Recently,
Jemimah faced a tough hurdle
during her time at The Hun-
dred. A hamstring injury end-
ed her run early, though she
still helped the Southern
Brave reach the playoffs with
two brilliant player-of-the-
match awards. Now, she is
working hard to recover and
gain full fitness in time for the
upcoming Women's Asia Cup.
Looking back at her time in
the English tournament, she
admitted that the pitches were
tricky and slower than usual.
Teams struggled to score
massive totals, with most
matches seeing scores hover
around 120 to 130 runs.

LEEDS

Cricket fans witnessed history
on the field as two star play-
ers achieved massive personal
milestones during an exciting
match. Playing for Sunrisers
Leeds in The Hundred tourna-
ment at Leeds, Australian
power hitter Mitchell Marsh
and South African wicket-
keeper Ryan Rickelton both

Team first,u
Jemimah's

mindset for
Champions
trophy

Marsh hits 7,000 T20
runs in Leeds victory

reached major scoring land-
marks in their T20 careers.
Their incredible batting dis-
plays helped their team secure
a brilliant victory against
Welsh Fire, giving the local
fans plenty of reasons to cele-
brate.

The action started after
Welsh Fire chose to field first,
a decision that quickly back-
fired. Marsh and Rickelton
walked out to open the in-
nings and went all guns blaz-
ing from the very first ball.
They put together an explo-
sive 89-run partnership that
completely stunned the oppo-
sition bowlers. Rickelton
played a fearless knock of 40
runs from just 22 balls, hitting
three boundaries and three
huge sixes. This fiery innings
pushed his total career T20
runs past the impressive mile-
stone of 5,000.

At the other end, Mitchell
Marsh played like a true
champion. He smashed 50
runs from 34 deliveries, fea-
turing five fours and three
maximums. With this brilliant

half-century, the hard-hitting
Australian crossed the land-
mark of 7,000 runs in his T20
carcer. Both players have
been in great form throughout
the tournament, consistently
dominating bowling attacks.

Following their strong start,
other batters kept the momen-
tum going. Harry Brook add-
ed a quick 23, captain Zak
Crawley chipped in with a
rapid 34 featuring four huge
sixes, and Dan Lawrence fin-
ished strong with an unbeaten
29. Together, they posted a
massive total of 201 runs for
the loss of four wickets in
their 100 balls.

Defending such a big target
requires discipline, and the
Sunrisers bowlers delivered.
Welsh Fire struggled during
their chase and managed only
130 runs for six wickets. Mat-
thew Short tried his best with
43 runs, and Joe Root added
31, but tight bowling kept
them far behind. Brydon Carse
led the bowling attack for
Leeds with three quick wick-
ets, sealing a comfortable win.

KARAN AND MARTIN TRIUMPH IN ASTANA ITF FINALS

ASTANA

Hard work pays off for young
sports stars who never give
up. Karan Singh, a talented
player from the Roundglass
Tennis Academy, made his
country proud by winning the
doubles championship at the
ITF Men's World Tennis Tour
MI15. The exciting matches
took place at the busy Nation-
al Tennis Centre in Astana,
Kazakhstan. This big victory
marks Karan's sixth career ti-
tle overall and his third dou-
bles trophy, adding another
bright chapter to his growing
sports journey.

Teamwork played a huge
role in this success. Karan
teamed up with Martin Bori-
siouk from Russia. Together,
the unseeded pair showed
incredible skill and mental
strength from the very first
day. In the final match, they
faced local favorites Danial
Rakhmatullayev and Damir
Zhalgasbay. Playing against
the home crowd is never
easy, but Karan and Martin
stayed calm and focused.
They played brilliant shots
and won in straight sets with
a clear score of 6-3, 6-2 to
lift the gleaming trophy.

Their path to the final was

full of tough challenges.
Right at the start, they faced
the fourth-seeded Russian
team of Nikita lanin and An-
drei Kunitsyn. After losing
the second set, Karan and
Martin fought back bravely
to win the tense tie-break.
They showed the exact same
fighting spirit in the quarter-
finals against Sviatoslav
Lutkovskii and Evgeny
Philippov, pushing through
another close tie-break to
secure victory.

The semifinal match
brought an even bigger test
against top seeds Chirag Du-
han from India and Muzam-

mil Murtaza from Pakistan.
In a thrilling battle that kept
fans on the edge of their
seats, the Indo-Russian duo
held their nerve in yet anoth-
er nail-biting tie-break to
win 6-3, 3-6, 10-7.

This victory is extra spe-
cial for Karan. It is his very
first doubles title on a hard
court. His two previous dou-
bles trophies, won in Tehran
in 2025 and Brazzaville in
2024, were played on clay
surfaces. Currently ranked
seventh in India for men's
singles, Karan has been in
amazing form this year. Ear-
lier, he won the ITF M15

title in Hyderabad and even
proudly represented India in
the Davis Cup Qualifiers
held in Bengaluru against
the Netherlands.

Mentors and coaches at
the Roundglass Tennis
Academy are thrilled with
his progress. The academy
focuses on complete athlete
growth, shaping future
champions for big events
like Grand Slams and the
Olympics while building
strong character. Karan's
success proves that dedica-
tion and good training can
take a young athlete to the
top of the world.
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Fresher hiring
intent rises
to 75 percent

CHNEWS, NEW DELHI
India’s job market is looking
brighter for fresh graduates.

A new report shows that

75% of employers plan to
hire entry-level talent be-
tween July and December.
Retail, e-commerce, manu-
facturing are leading this
positive growth. However,
hiring in the IT sector drop
ped slightly. Experts say
companies are now looking
for specific talents like artifi-
cial intelligence skills, cloud
security, hands-on project
experience. City-wise, B'luru
took the top spot with 90%
hiring intent, follo wed close-
ly by Mumbai, Chennai, as
job seekers focus he avily on
valuable certifications.

Gold and silver
prices surge over
one percent

CHNEWS, MUMBAI
Precious metals shine bright
as gold and silver prices surg
ed by over one percent. Stro
ng global cues and rising de-
mand ahead of the festive se

ason pushed MCX gold and
silver futures higher. Silver out
performed gold, tou ching an
intraday high of over 2 lakh 35
thousand rupees. Experts
note that fresh buying positio
ns and strong inter national
trends are supporting these
high prices. Investors are now
keeping a close eye on upcom
ing US econo mic data to see
where the market heads next
amid short-term price swings.

1% 22 lakh crore powers India’s buildout’

India’s infrastructure spendmg on major prOJects has crossed Rs 21 lakh crore, driven by strong transport and logistics development.

NEW DELHI

India is making rapid progress
in building better public infra-
structure. A government fact-
sheet shows that total spend-
ing on 1,847 major central
infrastructure projects has
touched Rs 21.97 lakh crore
as of June 2026. This amount
represents more than 54 per-
cent of the total Rs 40.54 lakh
crore investment set aside for
these mega initiatives, show-
ing steady and fast construc-
tion work nationwide.

Many of these projects are

’gu Did You Know?

m 709 Projects
have already
crossed
80 percent
physical
completion.

m 337 Proj-
ects have
successfully
cleared 80
percent
financial
completion.

With 15% female pilots, India
leads global aviation

NEW DELHI

India is taking major steps to
empower women in the skies
and across the aviation indus-
try. Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu
shared that the government
plans to increase women’s to-
tal participation in the coun-
try’s aviation workforce to 25
percent.

Speaking at a special event,
Naidu highlighted that India
is already far ahead of the rest
of the world when it comes to
female aviators. Women cur-
rently make up about 15 per-
cent of all pilots in India,
which is three times higher
than the global average of just
5 percent.

The minister praised the
power of women, stating that

female leadership is driving
current aviation growth in the
nation. He emphasized that
the goal of reaching 25 per-
cent involvement will go far
beyond just the cockpit. It
will include a wide variety of
roles across the entire aviation
sector, ranging from airport
ground jobs to new technolo-
gies like electric vertical take-
off and landing aircraft.
India has consistently

opened doors for women to
take on important leadership :
positions and contribute !
i Leading engineering firm
¢ Bharat Forge Limited has re-
¢ ported a consolidated net loss
¢ of Rs 90 crore for the first quar-
¢ ter of financial year 2027. This
¢ marks a massive drop com-
i pared to a net profit of Rs 284
i crore recorded during the same
¢ quarter in the previous year.

By pushing for higher num-
: this financial slump was a
: heavy one-time exceptional
¢ loss linked to structural chang-
i es at the company’s German

meaningfully to the economy.
Naidu explained that the gov-
ernment wants to build on this
strong foundation by creating
a comfortable and welcoming
environment where women
can thrive, grow their careers,
and step into top leadership
roles.

bers in all emerging tech and
airport ecosystems, the nation
hopes to inspire even more
young women to look at avi-

ation as an exciting and re- |
i GmbH. The German unit has
i been struggling with tough
i market conditions and high
i operational costs. To fix these
i issues, management worked
i out a social plan with the
¢ Works Council, recording a

warding career path. Officials
believe that welcoming more
female talent will strengthen
the industry and support long-
term economic growth fcr the
country.

India’s tech surge eyes $229 billion milestone

NEW DELHI

India is moving quickly toward
a massive digital future. A new
report shows that the country’s
digital transformation market
could touch $229.59 billion by
the year 2029. Experts point to
the rapid growth of artificial
intelligence, cloud computing,
and strong public digital sys-
tems as the main reasons be-
hind this major shift.
According to the study, the
nation is turning into a global
hotspot for Al-ready data cen-
ters. The market is expected to
grow at a very fast yearly rate
ranging between 20.63 and
32.1 percent over the next few

years.
To keep up with this heavy
demand, operational data cen-
ter capacity in India is set to
cross 2 gigawatts by the end of
2026. This growth is backed
by more than $30 billion in
confirmed spending and an
even larger investment pipeline
of nearly $60 billion. Looking
ahead to 2030, this capacity
could jump to as high as 7.5
gigawatts as tech investments
continue to pick up speed.
The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
notes that total investments in
the data center ecosystem
could cross $200 billion.
Nearly $70 billion of that

amount is already being built
across different parts of the
country. Naveen KR, a senior
market expert, shared that In-
dia has the right government
support, skilled engineers,
and digital tools to become a
global leader in Al infrastruc-
ture. However, he also noted
that the country needs to im-
prove power supplies, internet
fiber networks, and cooling
systems to support this long-
term growth.

Artificial intelligence re-
mains the primary engine driv-
ing this demand. Recent data
shows that India made up 46.2
percent of all Al activity in the
Asia-Pacific region. The coun-

billion Al transactions in the

latter half of 2025 «lone.

While Mumbai remains the
top hub for data ceniers, Hy-
derabad is quickly catching up

ter safety from natural disas- !
ters. Even with these bright :
spots, experts warn of chal- : |
lenges like red tape, a shortage |
of skilled tech talent, and a
need for better internet cables. :
If solved, this massive digital !
push could create nearly nine
million jobs across technology, :
engineering, and logistics by : !
2030, boosting the economy
for millions of families nation-

wide.

Domestic investors cross
major equity milestone

Al cybersecurity
lead global tech
hiring platform

NEW DELHI

Artificial intelligence, big
data, and cybersecurity re-
main the top tech hiring
themes globally. A new re-
port shows high demand for
generative Al, especially in
the US and India, during the
second quarter of 2026. De-
spite a slight global drop in
overall job postings due to
economic caution, the US,
UK, and Netherlands saw
gro wth. Companies are now
focusing on careful, selective
recruitment, automation.
Meanwhile, sectors like au-
tomotive and retail continued
to create many new jobs,
showing strong resilience in
a changing job market.

NEW DELHI

Domestic institutional investors
have achieved a major market
milestone. Stock exchange data
reveals that domestic funds
have crossed the Rs 5 lakh
crore mark in net equity invest-
ments for the third year in a
row. This streak highlights their
vital role in backing Indian
stock markets while foreign
capital flows continue to fluc-
tuate.

Comprising mutual funds,
insurance companies, pension
funds, and banks, these domes-
tic groups made a net invest-
ment of Rs 5.13 lakh crore in
equities up to August 7. By
comparison, they had invested
Rs 4.48 lakh crore during the

INDIA'S CONNECTED FUTUR

same timeframe last year. In the
full 2025 calendar year, they
poured in a massive Rs 7.88
lakh crore following an inflow
of Rs 5.26 lakh crore in 2024.
Over the past three years
since August 2023, domestic
investors have injected an as-
tounding Rs 19.21 lakh crore
into local stocks. In sharp con-
trast, foreign portfolio investors
pulled out nearly Rs 10 lakh
crore during that exact same
stretch. Experts point out that
this strong domestic support
stems from a resilient national
economy and heavy retail par-
ticipation through systematic
mutual fund investments.
Stable goods and services tax
collections and steady corpo-
rate earnings have kept local

sentiment upbeat despite global
challenges. Analysts also high-
light that easing geopolitical
tensions, lower energy costs,
and a healthy correction in
stock valuations have made In-
dian equities much more attrac-
tive.

Looking at sector preferenc-

ter, domestic funds favored

banks, energy, telecom, metals,
and tech companies. Mean-

on private lenders, non-banking
financial firms, real estate, and
auto stocks. With foreign insti-
tutional investors also returning
after months of selling, overall

positive.

Smart mobility roadmap unveiled by Hyundai

NEW DELHI

Hyundai Motor India has an-
nounced an ambitious road-
map to expand its footprint in
smart mobility. The automak-
er revealed that it is aiming
for 2 million cumulative sales
of connected cars by the year
2030. Currently, the company
already has over 0.8 million
smart vehicles running smo
othly on roads across the
country.

As part of this growth strat-
egy, Hyundai has set an earli-
er milestone to cross 1 million
con nected vehicle sales by
2027. Company executives
attribute this rapid expansion

to strong consumer accep-
tance of Hyundai Bluelink,
which is an advanced artifi-
cial intelligen ce-driven tech-
nology platform.

The Bluelink system cur-
rently provides more than 70
distinct safety, security, and
convenience features.

These include remote en-
gine monitoring, vehicle diag-
nostics, live tracking, digital
keys, and secure in-car pay-
ments.

Additionally, the platform
supports over 450 voice com-
mands powered by artificial

@ HYLNDA] Smarttech highlights

m 70+ Features: Includes remote
checks, vehicle health diagnos-
tics, and digital keys.

m 450+ Voice Commands: Fully
supports smart Al voice control
across five different languages.

Future roadmap

m 2019: Bluelink launched on
the Venue SUV.

m 2025: Connected Car Navi-
gation Cockpit introduced.

m 2030: Target of 2 million
cumulative smart sales.

intelligence across five differ-
ent languages.

Looking ahead, Hyundai
plans to make its next-gener-
ation connected vehicle tech-
nology a standard feature acro
ss all variants of its upcoming
mass- market electric SUV.
Leadership notes that combin-
ing smart connectivity with
electric mobility will deliver

riences.

Since la unching Bluelink
on the Venue model back in
2019, the automaker has con-
tinuously upgraded its soft-
ware roadmap, introdu cing
over-the-air updates and ad
vanced navigation cockpits.

now very close to finishing.
Official data reveals that 709
projects have crossed 80 per-
cent physical progress on the
ground. At the same time, an-
other 337 projects have com-
pleted more than 80 percent
of their financial goals.

The transport and logistics
sector leads the way by taking
up 1,341 projects worth Rs
22.32 lakh crore, highlighting
the government’s strong focus
on better connectivity. These
large developments are help-
ing boost the national eco-
nomic growth rate while cre-

ating millions of new jobs.

To keep track of this mas-
sive progress, authorities rely
on a digital tracking system
called PAIMANA. Developed
by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion, this platform oversees on
going central projects costing
Rs 150 crore or more.

To improve oversight fur-
ther, a special performance
dashboard was launched in
April 2026. This dashboard
now tracks 165 different indi-
cators across six major sec-
tors, including power, rail-

ways, roads, civil aviation,
telecom, and shipping.

By bringing all data into a
single digital interface, poli-
cymakers and researchers can
easily view growth rates, tar-
gets, and capacity usage in
real time. This transparent
tracking helps ministries spot
delays early and solve prob-
lems faster.

Ultimately, these steps en-
sure that public funds are
used wisely, keeping India’s
infrastructure development on
track for a stronger economic
future.

Restructuring provision
costs Bharat Forge millions

MUMBAI

The primary reason behind

subsidiary, Bharat Forge CDP

i restructuring provision of Rs
i 330.4 crore, extra expenses of
i Rs26.7 crore, and an addition-
* al Rs 8.9 crore for a voluntary
try also recorded over 82.3

retirement scheme.

Despite the bottom-line loss,
the company’s revenue from
operations showed positive
growth. Consolidated revenue
grew by 18.7 per cent to reach
Rs 4,640 crore, rising from Rs
3,909 crore in the correspond-
ing quarter last year.

Earnings before interest,
taxes, depreciation, and amor-
tisation also saw an increase of
5.5 per cent, moving up to Rs
710 crore compared to Rs 673
crore previously. However, op-
erating margins experienced a

Bharat Forge repor
ted a net loss of Rs
90 crore due to
: German subsidiary
& restructuring costs,

despite an 18.7
percentrise in
consolidated
revenue.

slight contraction. The EBIT-
DA margin dropped to 15.3
per cent down from 17.2 per
cent, largely impacted by the
ongoing overseas restructuring
costs.

Bharat Forge operates across
three main segments: Forg-
ings, Defence, and Others.
Along with releasing the quar-
terly financial statements, the
company board approved a
proposal to raise fresh funds
via equity or debt-linked secu-
rities, pending shareholder and
regulatory clearance.

Hazardous foreign goods
fuel South Korea recalls

: SEOUL

i Product recalls in South Korea
¢ saw an upward tick last year.
i Official data shows that total
¢ product recalls linked to safety
: concerns grew by roughly 5
i percent in 2025 compared to
i the previous year. The Fair
i Trade Commission reported
i 2,656 total recall cases last year,
i up from 2,537 cases in 2024.
i Regulators noted that the main
i driver behind this jump was a
¢ rise in violations of the Frame-
i work Act on Consumers. Cases
i involving breaches of this con-
es during the June 2026 quar-
i percent to reach 851.
consumer goods, state-run
¢ the increase stems heavily from
i hazardous foreign items being
while, they stayed underweight :
¢ marketplaces. Many of these
i goods had already faced safety
¢ recalls in other countries before
¢ making their way onto local
i e-commerce sites. To protect
market outlook remains

sumer act surged by about 42

Authorities pointed out that

sold through domestic online

shoppers, the consumer watch-

dog is stepping up surveillance |
alongside partner agencies. The
government is moving quickly :
to halt sales by asking online :
platforms to block items that
carry overseas recall notices or

fail safety tests.

Looking at specific catego-
ries, industrial consumer goods
saw 1,282 recall cases, marking :
an 8.6 percent increase. Mean-
while, medical device recalls
climbed 8.5 percent to 308 cas-
es, while pharmaceutical recalls
dropped 13.5 percent to 295
cases. In related news, the fair
trade agency announced plans
to crack down on large business
conglomerates. Under new pol-
icy initiatives submitted to the !
president, heads of major cor-
porate groups could face heavy :
fines if they intentionally leave !
affiliates out of official regula-
tory filings to dodge antitrust :
rules. Penalties could reach up
to 10 percent of the combined
assets or average sales of those

hidden business units.

Leasing jumps
69% as logistics
hub expands

NEW DELHI

Kolkata continues to hold its
position as the biggest indus-
trial and logistics market in
Eastern India. A new report
shows that total warehousing
stock in the city crossed 24
million square feet during
the first half of January to
June 2026.

The report highlights the
city’s growing importance as
a major manufacturing and
storage center. This success
is heavily backed by better
infrastructure, strong trans-
port links, and rising de-
mand from companies look-
ing for space. During the
first six months of 2026, lea
sing activity hit about 1.8 mi
llion square feet. This shows
a massive 69 percent incre
ase compared to the previous
half-year period. Real es tate
leaders point out that Ea
stern India is turning into a
vital growth engine for the
nation’s supply chain net-
work. Companies are focus-
ing more on building strong
supply chains, making Kolk-
ata an attractive option be-
cause of its location and im-
proving transport web. Looki
ng at long-term gro wth, Kol
kata’s space absorption grew
at a yearly rate of 25 percent
between 2020 and 2025.

i India is making trade much eas-
i ier for local businesses. The
¢ Directorate General of Foreign
i Trade has officially removed
¢ the rule requiring physical duty
¢ payment challans for exporters.
i This change applies to those
: applying for closure certificates
¢ under the Advance Authorisa-
¢ tion and Export Promotion
i Capital Goods schemes.

future-ready ownership expe-
i duty payment data from cus-
i toms has been directly linked
i with digital platforms. Export-
i ers making voluntary payments
¢ will no longer need to attach
i paper challans to their closure
i applications. Instead, verified
i payment records will show up

Under this updated system,

automatically on the official
customer portal, letting busi-
ness owners check that their
details match before filing pa-
perwork.

Regional authorities will also
see these verified digital records
on their back office systems.
This upgrade removes the old
need for manual checking, whic
h speeds up approvals and kee
ps decisions consistent across
different offices.

The digital setup works
through a direct data exchange

DGFT removes physical challans for exporters

. NEW DELHI

between customs and trade por-
tals, ensuring that payment de-
tails flow smoothly without
human errors.

By cutting out paper docu-
ments and face-to-face office
visits, this new rule lowers daily
costs and compliance stress.
Small and medium business
owners handling their own pa-
perwork will benefit the most
from this streamlined approach.
This step supports the govern-
ment’s broader vision of digital
governance, allowing business
owners to spend less time on
red tape and more time growing
their global trade footprint.

The Advance Authorisation
scheme lets companies bring in
raw materials without paying
duty if used for export goods.
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COLOMBO

Team India's batting coach, Sitan-
shu Kotak, has showered praise
on young left-handed batter De-
vdutt Padikkal. The coach called
Padikkal’s recent performance
"really good" after the player
scored a brilliant, unbeaten cen-
tury during a warmup match.

Padikkal played a masterclass
knock, scoring 142 runs without
getting out. He hit 18 wonderful
boundaries against the Sri Lanka
Cricket XI. This amazing innings
helped India secure a comfortable
6 wicket victory on the 3rd and
final day of the match.

This great news comes at a
very crucial time for the Indian
team. They were worried about
filling the important number
three batting position. Their usual
choice, B Sai Sudharsan, is cur-
rently recovering from a right toe
injury and cannot play right now.
Padikkal's superb form provides
a huge relief for the team man-
agement ahead of the upcoming
Test series against Sri Lanka,
which begins on August 15 in
Galle.

Kotak shared his thoughts in an

interview, explaining that actual
match practice is much better
than simple net sessions. He not-
ed that playing a real game helps
the players prepare much faster.
During this warm-up fixture, In-
dia successfully chased down a
target of 207 runs in the final ses-

sion.

The coach also pointed out oth-
er positive takeaways from the
game. The bowlers put in a lot of
hard work on a flat pitch that did
not offer much help to the fast
bowlers. Almost every specialist
bowler managed to bowl around
18 to 20 overs, gaining valuable
match fitness. Even the lower-or-
der batters, like Mohammed Siraj
and Gurnoor Brar, surprised ev-
eryone by hitting some big sixes.

Meanwhile, team changes are
already underway. Right-handed
batter Sarfaraz Khan has official-
ly joined the Indian squad as a
replacement for Sudharsan. He
reported for practice alongside
his teammates at the NCC
Ground on Monday to get ready
for the upcoming challenges.
Overall, the team looks confident
and well-prepared for the upcom-

ing Test series.

EUGENE

National senior record
holder Pooja Singh finished
in a disappointing 7th place
during the women’s high
jump final. This event offi-
cially brought an end to In-
dia's campaign at the World
Athletics U20 Champion-
ships, where the team se-
cured a total of 3 medals.
The 19-year-old athlete
arrived at the competition
as one of the top favorites
to win. Earlier this season,
she set a stunning national
senior record by clearing
1.93 meters. She also
earned a gold medal at the
Asian U20 Championships
in May and currently holds
the title at the Senior Asian
Championships. However,
she struggled to find her
rhythm in the final. She

Team Ind|a s batting coach S|tanshu Kotak /
praised Devdutt Padikkal after his brilliant
unbeaten century in the warm-up match

managed to clear only 1.84
meters before failing all
three of her attempts at 1.87
meters, which forcea her
exit from the tournament.

Meanwhile, Australia's
Izobelle Louison-Roe
claimed the gold medal
with a brilliant clearance of
1.92 meters. Lilianna Bato-
ri from Hungary and
Spain's Aitana Alonso
earned the silver and
bronze medals respectively
after both successfully
cleared 1.90 meters.

In other events, India’s
women’s 4x400m relay
team faced tough competi-
tion. The squad, featuring
Bhoomika Nehate, Tahura
Khatun, Tanu Chaudhary,
and Thiya Arumugam, fin-
ished in ninth and last place
with a time of 3:45.28. The
United States claimed gold

- Sitanshu Kotak, Team India's
batting coach

Allinall, it was a very good

practice match, but for me

Devdutt's innings also was
really good.

W OULD LIKE TO SET
MY OWN BENCHMARK’

NEW DELHI

. Young Indian badminton

~ star Ayush Shetty is ready
to make his mark on his
own terms. Instead of
g7 chasing the incredible re-
" cords set by past Indian
legends, the 21-year-old
wants to build his own
* ™ unique journey in the
sport.
Shetty is currently
gearing up for a
massive chal-
lenge at the
upcoming
+ World Cham-
pionships.
He will face
the current
world
number

Hof

their recent clash at the Bad-
minton Asia Championships
final in Ningbo, where the
Chinese star won in straight
games.

Even though he faces a gi-
ant task right at the start,
Shetty remains calm and fo-
cused. When asked if the past
success of great Indian play-
ers creates extra pressure, he
made it clear that he prefers to
focus on his own growth rath-
er than comparing himself to
others. He wants to enjoy
playing the sport, win match-
es, and set personal goals in-
stead of worrying about
matching historical achieve-
ments.

Playing his very first World
Championships on home soil
makes this event extra special.

Shi  India is hosting this presti-
Yu Q1 of  gious tournament for the first
China, in  time in 17 years. While home
a tough crowds bring high expecta-
open- tionsand some pressure, Shet-
¢ 1ng-r0und ty is thrilled to embrace the
- match. moment. He believes the mas-
| This ex- sive home support will give
citing him an extra boost against the

5y ~ contest is  defending champion.
~ arematch Although Shi Yu Qi holds
) the top ranking, recent weeks

have shown minor cracks in
the champion's armor. This
gives the young Indian player

Young Indian
badminton star Ayush
Shetty faces world
number one Shi Yu Qi
in his home World
Championships debut,
aiming to forge his own
path

a golden opportunity to put up
a much tougher fight this time
around. Shetty has spent sig-
nificant time improving his
physical fitness and defensive
skills, which will be vital
against an elite opponent.

As the tournament ap-
proaches, all eyes will be on
the young talent. He is fully
prepared to turn this difficult
opening match into a defining
moment of his career.

Xabi Alonso took charge as
Chelsea manager, expressing
excitement to build a winning

Bridge faithful.

The new manager inherits a
talented squad that he firmly
believes has great potential

future am.l tmp ?e!nent his and a solid foundational base.

tactical vision Even though some squad

with 3:29.15, 1ollowed by v changes and tactical improve-
Australia with silver and | NEW DELHI ments are clearly necessary

Great Britain with bronze.
Overall, India concluded
the championships with
two silver medals and one
bronze. Ashish Yadav won
silver in the men's javelin
throw, Basant Kumar
Meghwal secured silver in
the men's high jump, and

Xabi Alonso has officially tak-
en charge as the new manager
of Chelsea football club. Step-
ping into this massive role, the
Spanish coach stated that the
timing is perfect for him to
lead the team and build a win-
ning future together.

for this brand-new
project, Alonso
remains deeply
confident in
the players'
overall abili-
ties. His pri-
mary goal is

| am fully aware of the
expectations and the
challenge ahead, but | am
ready for it. | am looking
forward to getting started and
giving my best for this club.

- Xabi Alonso, Chelsea
to shape a dis- ,’ football club manager

/ Chelsea ready for Xabi Alonso era

upcoming
period will
help him
build
strong per-
sonal rela-
tionships with

Shahnavaz Khan picked up Alonso revealed that Chel- ciplined,
bronze in the men's long | sea’s proud history, global dynamlc
jump. stature, and strong winning  team known for high energy,

India's overall perfor-
mance shows massive
growth compared to past
decades. Between 2002 and
2018, the country earned
only four medals, featuring
legendary gold wins by
Neeraj Chopra and Hima
Das. The nation continues
to build a strong presence
on the global athletics
stage.

culture heavily attracted him
to the job. Speaking in an ex-
clusive, he noted that he ful-
ly understands the heavy ex-
pectations and massive pres-
sure that always come with
managing a top Premier
League club. However, he
feels completely prepared to
dive in and give his absolute
best to bring sustained suc-
cess back to the Stamford

brilliant game control, and ex-
citing attacking football,
whether they are playing at
home or away from support-
ers.

Before signing his contract,
Alonso thoroughly studied the
squad to understand its core
strengths and weaknesses. He
plans to utilize the pre-season
window wisely to implement
his unique philosophy. This

the players, estab-
lish clear tactical standards,
and set a powerful team iden-
tity long before the official
matches begin.

With enough time to pre-
pare properly, Alonso wants
everyone to share the same
vision and compete at the
highest level right from the
start. Fans can truly expect a
fresh, energetic style of play
as the club enters this exciting
new chapter.

Vinicius Jr. Stays, Arsenal
turn to transfer market

‘Not ready to compete’: Sinner

Would have "left the pitch

f in a coffin” for Mourmho

LONDON

Arsenal manager Mikel Arte-
ta has confirmed that the club
remains fully focused on se-
curing new players to
strengthen the squad. This
comes after Brazilian star Vi-
nicius Junior officially decid-
ed to continue his career with
Real Madrid by signing a
brand-new contract.

Arsenal had reportedly pre—
pared a major move ;
for the forward if he -
chose to leave |
Spain. However,
with those transfer
hopes now over, Ar-
teta and the club
management are ac-
tively turning their
attention toward
other suitable targets in the
market.

Speaking to the media after
Arsenal's 3-2 pre-season de-
feat against Borussia Dort-
mund, Arteta stressed that any
new addition must be the
right fit. He noted that the pri-
mary goal is finding players
who can genuinely elevate the
team's overall quality and per-
formance levels.

During the event, new sign-
ing Bruno Guimardes was

formally introduced to the
home crowd at the Emirates
Stadium. Despite his arrival,
the squad still appears to lack
depth and attacking quality on
the left flank, an area where a
player like Vinicius would
have made a massive impact.

Furthermore, defensive
concerns are mounting for the
Gunners. Star defender Wil-
liam Saliba is currently side-
lined and expected to miss a
e significant period of
action due to an ag-
gravated back inju-
ry that requires
strict rest. Arteta
acknowledged these
defensive worries,
especially after con-
ceding three goals
in each of their last
two friendly matches. He em-
phasized that defensive stabil-
ity requires a collective team
effort and improvement from
the current players.

As the new campaign ap-
proaches, Arteta and his
coaching staff are working
hard behind the scenes to ad-
dress these squad issues, fix
defensive errors, and ensure
the team is fully prepared for
the upcoming competitive fix-
tures.

out of Cincinnati Open

CINCINNATI

World number one tennis star
Jannik Sinner has officially
pulled out of the upcoming
Cincinnati Open. The Italian
player is dealing with a right
knee injury, which delivers a
major blow to his preparation
for the upcoming U.S. Open
tournament.

The 24-year-old athlete re-
cently claimed his fifth career
Grand Slam title at Wimbledon
last month. However, his phys-
ical fitness has taken a hit, as
he also had to withdraw from
the Canadian Open, another
vital warm-up event ahead of
the final Grand Slam of the
year. Sinner has fond memories
of the Cincinnati tournament,
having won the championship
title in 2024 before finishing as
the runner-up to Carlos Alcaraz
last year.

In an official statement, Sin-
ner explained that he made the
tough choice after speaking
extensively with his doctors
and medical team. He noted
that his right knee has been
causing discomfort. Even
though they worked very hard

to fix the problem, he had to
accept that his body is sim-
ply not ready to compete at
the highest level right now. He
expressed deep disappointment
about missing the
event but con-
firmed that his
entire focus is
NOW On recover- |
ing in time for
the U.S. Open.

This unexpect-
ed withdrawal
further weakens
the player field in
Cincinnati. Nota-
bly, U.S. Open
champion Carlos
Alcaraz is also
currently sidelined
due to a wrist injury, leaving
the tournament without some
of its biggest names.

The main draw for the Cin-
cinnati Open is scheduled to
begin on August 13. Mean-
while, fans and players alike
are looking ahead to the main
draw of the U.S. Open, which

B

|

is set to get underway on Au- y
gust 30, hoping the top stars

will be fit and ready to re- /
turn to action by then.

- \ LONDON

Chelsea football club legends Frank

Lampard and John Terry have

opened up about the emotional im-

pact of Jose Mourinho's departure in

2007. The iconic manager's sudden

exit left the dressing room in
_tears.

part docu-series titled

T \

During a recent three-

'Mourinho', the former
teammates reflected
on the special bond
they shared with
their former boss.
Mourinho famously
ended Chelsea's 50
year wait for a top-
flight league title
- during his legend-
/ ary first spell at
Stamford Bridge
between 2004 and
2007, winning back-
/ to-back Premier
League trophies.
-~ However, rising
tensions behind
the scenes with
owner Roman
Abramovich eventual-
ly led to his abrupt
exit in September
2007.
Frank Lampard re-

called the heartbreaking moment the
manager walked into the changing
room to announce he was leaving.
Lampard admitted that grown men
shed tears, which is completely un-
usual when a coach departs. He not-
ed how much Mourinho had helped
shape his career and how deeply the
squad loved working under his in-
tense leadership style.

John Terry also expressed fierce
loyalty to his former mentor, reveal-
ing that he would have gladly left
the pitch in a coffin for him. Terry
even blamed himself for a Champi-
ons League draw against Rosenborg
that triggered the sacking, noting
that he still feels responsible for
how things ended.

Mourinho himself explained that
his relationship with Abramovich
broke down because outside figures
and strangers began interfering with
the club's inner structure.
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