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Shri Mallikarjun Kharge
Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition, Rajya Sabha.

Venue : Yedrami Taluk, Jewargi
Constituency, Kalaburagi District
Date : January 12, 2026
Time : 11:00 am

Extending Our Heartfelt Welcome To Everyone.

Foundation stone laying is being undertaken for various developmental projects
in Yedrami and Jewargi taluks, involving an expenditure of ₹879.16 Crore across 96 works,

₹600-₹900 Crore Investment for construction of
300 New Karnataka Public Schools

200 Schools funded by KKRDB
100 Schools funded by the Education Department

Hon’ble Minister for the School Education & Literacy, Shri Madhu Bangarappa; Hon'ble Minister for
Medical Education and Skill Development, Entrepreneurship and Livelihood,

Dr.Sharanaprakash R Patil; and Chairman, KKRDB, Dr. Ajay Dharam Singh, during an oocial review meeting on
the educational initiatives under the Akshara Aavishkara programme in the Kalyana Karnataka Region.

Approval of 300 New Karnataka Public Schools
in Kalyana Karnataka region

₹163.55 Crore Investment
for construction of

New Praja Soudha Buildings
(Public Administrative Buildings)

Hon’ble Minister for Revenue, Shri Krishna Byregowda; Hon’ble Minister for Rural Development and Panchayat Raj,
IT & BT and Kalaburagi District In-charge Minister, Shri Priyank Kharge; Hon’ble Minister for Planning and Statistics,

Shri D. Sudhakar; and Chairman, KKRDB, Dr. Ajay Dharam Singh,
during an oocial review meeting on the Praja Soudha developmental initiatives in the Kalyana Karnataka Region.

New Praja Soudha Projects
in Kalyana Karnataka region

Shri Siddaramaiah
Hon'ble Chief Minister

Government of Karnataka.

Shri D.K.Shivakumar
Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister

Government of Karnataka.

Kalyana Karnataka Region Development Board,
Kalaburagi

And

Department of Revenue &
Department of School Education & Literacy

Government of Karnataka
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Bhyrappa Ignored Attacks, Stayed True 
to His Work: Sandeep Balakrishna

MANGALURU

Noted Kannada writer S.L. 
Bhyrappa faced sustained 
ideological attacks over sev-
eral decades but remained un-
wavering in his commitment 
to literature, writer and think-
er Sandeep Balakrishna said 
at the Mangaluru Lit Fest.

Speaking during a session 

on Bhyrappa’s historical vi-
sion in fiction, Balakrishna 
said the author was frequently 
targeted despite avoiding di-
rect political commentary in 
his novels. “He never named 
or accused anyone. Still, crit-
icism—especially from Com-
munist and Marxist quar-
ters—was relentless,” he said.

Balakrishna remarked that 

many who claimed to protect 
social harmony had, in reality, 
contributed to division. “Crit-
icising Bhyrappa became 
fashionable, but he chose to 
focus on his writing rather 
than respond,” he added.

On Bhyrappa’s literary en-
gagement with the Ma-
habharata, Balakrishna said 
the author brought rare depth 

and realism to the epic. “He 
re-examined Vyasa’s work 
through extensive research 
and travel, making the narra-
tive both authentic and acces-
sible,” he said.

Touching upon the contro-
versy surrounding Aavarana, 
Balakrishna said the novel 
attempted to depict harsh his-
torical truths. “While Aurang-

zeb often draws attention, 
there were other rulers equal-
ly cruel. Bhyrappa’s effort 
was to highlight that cruelty, 
not to provoke,” he clarified.

Balakrishna said Bhyrappa 
preferred conveying ideas 
through characters, leaving 
interpretation to readers. The 
interaction was moderated by 
Rohith Chakrathirtha.

Collective Support Needed 
to Nurture Music as an Art 
Form: Ushaprabha NayakMANGALURU

The Shri Kshetra Dhar-
masthala Rural Development 
Project (SKDRDP) has been 
conferred the prestigious Na-
tional SKOCH Financial In-
clusion Award 2025 in recog-
nition of its outstanding con-
tribution to rural development 
and financial empowerment 
through self-help groups.

The award was presented at 
a ceremony held at the India 
Habitat Centre, New Delhi, on 
January 10, 2026. The honour 
was received on behalf of the 
organisation by Anil Kumar 
S.S., Chief Executive Officer, 
and Shantharam R. Pai, Chief 
Financial Officer, from Sa-
meer Kochhar, Chairman of 
the SKOCH Group.

Speaking on the occasion, 
SKDRDP officials said the 
achievement was the result of 
the visionary leadership of 
Dharmadhikari Dr. D. Veeren-
dra Heggade, under whose 
guidance the project has ex-
panded its outreach across 
Karnataka and beyond. The 
award, they added, is dedicat-
ed to Dr. Veerendra Heggade 
and Smt. Hemavathi V. Heg-
gade, whose commitment to 
inclusive development has 
shaped the institution.

SKDRDP has focused on 
empowering rural communi-
ties by organising self-help 
groups (SHGs) and enabling 
access to affordable institu-

tional credit. Over the years, 
the project has facilitated the 
formation of more than 6.20 
lakh self-help groups, linking 
them to mainstream banking 
services.

As of the last financial year, 
the outstanding loan portfolio 
of SHGs supported by SK-
DRDP stood at ₹26,304 crore. 
Through partnerships with 
leading nationalised banks 
under the Business Corre-
spondent (BC) model, SHGs 
receive loans at annual inter-
est rates ranging between 14 
and 15 per cent, significantly 
lower than informal lending 
sources.

Under the repayment mod-
el, a loan of ₹1 lakh is repaid 
over 50 weekly instalments, 
amounting to ₹2,146 per in-
stalment, with the total annual 
interest payable being only 
₹7,246. Notably, borrowers 
are not required to provide 

collateral or third-party guar-
antees, making credit access 
easier for rural households.

Officials said the project 
has helped channel rural fam-
ilies into the formal financial 
system without forcing them 
to travel outside their villages. 
This, they said, represents a 
major milestone in financial 
inc lus ion  and  pover ty  
alleviation.

The SKDRDP model , 
which enables banks to ex-
tend credit to the grassroots 
through SHGs, is now being 
recognised nationally as one 
of the most effective and scal-
able rural financial inclusion 
frameworks in the country.

The SKOCH Group also 
honoured several other insti-
tutions from the health, fami-
ly welfare, public policy and 
governance sectors for excel-
lence in inclusive develop-
ment during the event.

SDPI Poll Bugle at 
Puttur Convention 

with ‘Resolve for 
Change’ Call

PUTTUR

The Social Democratic Party 
of India (SDPI) formally sig-
nalled the start of its election 
campaign through a large par-
ty convention organised by 
the Puttur Assembly constitu-
ency committee on Saturday 
at Kotecha Hall, Padil, here.

Held under the slogan “Re-
solve for Change, Struggle for 
Justice,” the convention as-
sumes significance in the 
backdrop of the upcoming 
local body elections and the 
party’s efforts to strengthen 
its organisational base. The 
event was presided over by 
Ashraf Bava, president of the 
SDPI Puttur Assembly con-
stituency committee.

Addressing the gathering, 
SDPI National Secretary Ilyas 
Mohammed Thumbe said the 
party was entering a new 
phase of its political journey. 
He spoke in detail on the SIR 
issue, stressing the need to 
create widespread public 
awareness on the matter. “The 
party is laying the foundation 
for a new chapter,” he said.

Calling upon party workers 
to gear up for the forthcoming 
zilla panchayat, taluk pancha-
yat and gram panchayat elec-
tions, SDPI Mangaluru Rural 
district president Anwar Sadat 
Bajattur urged cadres to work 
with focus and commitment at 
the grassroots level.

District general secretary 
K.A. Siddique emphasised 

organisational strengthening, 
stating that the party must 
emerge as the voice of the 
common people by consoli-
dating its base at the grass-
roots.

The concluding address 
was delivered by state com-
mittee member Advocate 
Ashraf Agnadi.

Among those present on the 
dais were Mangaluru Rural 
district secretaries Ashraf Ta-
lapady and Shakir Alakemaja-
lu, Puttur Assembly constitu-
ency vice-president Sulaiman 
B.K., treasurer M.H. Saddam 
Mura, members Vishwanath 
Punchattar, Mustafa D.B., Ya-
hya Kurnadka, Siraj A.K., Is-
mail (APMC), Advocate Ab-
dul Rahiman, and party lead-
ers Abdul Razak Seema, 
among others.

The convention, held with 
the theme “Freedom from 
Hunger and Freedom from 
Fear,” saw the participation of 
hundreds of party workers.

Constituency secretary Us-
man A.K. welcomed the gath-
ering, while joint secretary 
Abdul Rahiman compered the 
programme and proposed the 
vote of thanks.

Gram Panchayat Members 
Felicitated
During the event, 20 SD-
PI-backed gram panchayat 
members were felicitated with 
mementoes in recognition of 
their public service during 
their tenure.

MANGALURU

Stressing the importance of 
collective responsibility in 
preserving and promoting 
music, Ushaprabha Nayak, 
Vice-President of Expert Col-
lege, said that the growth of 
music as an art form requires 
the cooperation of all sections 
of society.

She was speaking after in-
augurating the Swaranuband-
ha Music Festival, organised 
by the Kala Sadhana Institu-
tion, in Mangaluru. Highlight-
ing the intrinsic connection 
between music and swara, she 
said music plays a vital role in 
enriching life and culture.

Presiding over the felicita-
tion of artists, Kishore Alva, 
Chairman of the Adani Group 
of Institutions, said that lis-
tening to music offers mental 
peace and emotional balance 
in today’s fast-paced life.

The event was attended by 
several distinguished guests, 

including Krishna Hegde, 
Group General Manager of 
MRPL; Divakar K., General 
Manager of Cardolite Special-
ty Chemicals Private Limited; 
Aruna Prabha, General Man-
ager of Mangaluru Smart City 
Limited; P.B. Harish Rai, 
President of the Mangaluru 
Press Club; Vibha Srinivas 
Nayak, Director of Kala Sad-
hana Institution; and Srinivas 
Nayak Indaje, Honorary Ad-
visor to the institution.

Bhaskar Rai Katta wel-
comed the gathering, while 
Pushparaj B.N. and Akanksha 
Shreesh Nayak proposed the 
vote of thanks.

As part of the programme, 
internationally acclaimed ar-
tistes Ustad Rafiq Khan, Pan-
dit Rajendra Nakod, and Pan-
dit Sameer Rao were felicitat-
ed for their contributions to 
Indian classical music. The 
evening concluded with a Ju-
galbandi performance, which 
enthralled the audience.

SKDRDP Wins National SKOCH 
Award for Rural Financial Inclusion

Tributes Paid to Educationist N. Vinay 
Hegde at Ramashrama Vidyasamstha

MANGALURU

A heartfelt condolence meet-
ing was held at Sri Ramashra-
ma Vidyasamstha in Kon-
chady to pay homage to noted 
educationist and Chancellor 
of Nitte Deemed to be Uni-
versity, N. Vinay Hegde, who 
passed away recently. The 
gathering remembered his 
life, values and immense con-
tribution to the field of  
education and institutional  
development.

Welcoming the gathering, 
Dr N.V. Kishore, Director of 
Sr i  Ramashrama Vidy-
asamstha, recalled the pivotal 
role played by N. Vinay Heg-
de in strengthening and guid-
ing the Ramashrama educa-
tional institutions. He said 
Hegde’s vision, commitment 
and constant encouragement 
had a lasting impact on the 
growth of the institutions  
and the larger academic  
community.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing office-bearers of the Kon-
chady Educational Trust 
Board, participated in the pro-
gramme and offered floral 
t r ibu tes  and  words  of  
remembrance to the departed  
educationist.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sri Sri Radhakrishna Guruji, 
who had been N. Vinay Heg-
de’s yoga guru for nearly 35 
years, described him as a per-
sonification of discipline, 
faith and dedication. Despite 
a demanding schedule, Hegde 
regularly found time for yoga 
practice, Guruji said, adding 
that his simplicity and warmth 
made him a close and cher-
ished friend.

Dr Sukumar Dandekeri, 
President of the Konchady 
Educational Trust Board, said 
N. Vinay Hegde led an ideal, 
value-based life and emerged 
as an extraordinary achiever 
through his principles and ac-
tions. His journey, he said, 
stood as an inspiration for fu-
ture generations.

Recalling his long associa-

tion, Seetharam, a close ac-
quaintance, spoke about the 
role of senior trust members, 
i n c l u d i n g  D a n d e k e r i 
Doomappa Mestri, in support-
ing Hegde, particularly during 
the construction of education-
al infrastructure under the 
Nitte institutions.

Entrepreneur Rajesh Dande-
keri highlighted Hegde’s deep 
concern for both education and 
industry, noting that he always 
viewed education as a catalyst 
for social progress.

Trustees K. Lokesh, San-
tosh Kumar Dandekeri , 
Kishore Dandekeri, Kamalak-
sha Bangera, notary advocate 
Varadaraj, journalist Rajesh 
Kadri, Jayanth Koppalakadu, 
Mundappa Shettigar, primary 
school headmaster Manjappa 
G.S., and others were present.

Art and Spirituality Are Inseparable, Says  
Writer G.B. Harish at Mangaluru Lit Fest

MANGALURU

Noted writer and thinker G.B. 
Harish asserted that art and 
spirituality share an insepara-
ble relationship and rejected 
the notion of “secular art”, 
stating that every form of art 
is rooted in a deeper philo-
sophical or spiritual intent. He 
was speaking at a literary di-
alogue held as part of the 8th 
edition of the Mangaluru Lit 
Fest here today. 

Harish was participating in 
a session titled “Paths Within 
Words: An Exploration of 
Anand Kumaraswamy’s Lit-
erature”, which focused on 
the ideas and writings of em-
inent philosopher and art his-

torian Ananda Kumaraswamy. 
Elaborating on Kumaras-
wamy’s worldview, Harish 
said that all genuine art 
emerges from a purposeful 
inner vision, which is essen-
tially spiritual in nature.

“Kumaraswamy never 
viewed philosophy, art and 
spiritual practice as separate 
streams. In his writings, these 
three merge into a single con-
tinuum,” Harish said. He not-
ed that Kumaraswamy drew 
inspiration from diverse tradi-
tions, including Indian philos-
ophy, Sufism, Rumi’s mysti-
cism and even Chinese 
thought, reflecting a universal 
outlook that transcended geo-
graphical and cultural bound-

aries.
Referring to India’s contri-

bution to global thought, Har-
ish said Kumaraswamy be-
lieved that India’s true gift to 
the world lay in its philosoph-
ical traditions rather than ma-
terial achievements. “Indian 
thought, rooted in timeless 
principles, offers a framework 
for understanding life, art and 
existence itself,” he observed.

Harish also spoke about the 
idea of eternal knowledge, 
stating that truth is not con-
fined to texts like the Vedas 
alone but flows through all 
cultures and artistic expres-
sions. “All art is, in essence, a 
reflection of life, and there-
fore timeless,” he said.

Touching upon contempo-
rary debates, Harish criticised 
the tendency to confine art to 
narrow categories such as 
‘fine art’, stressing that life 
itself is art. He echoed Ku-
maraswamy’s emphasis on 
preserving indigenous and 
regional art forms not merely 
in museums, but as living 
practices embedded in every-
day life.

He also highlighted Ku-
maraswamy’s sharp critique 
of colonial and distorted inter-
pretations of Indian art and 
education, noting that while 
his language was often direct 
and uncompromising, it was 
driven by a deep commitment 
to truth and cultural integrity.

MANGALURU

The Social Democratic Party 
of India (SDPI) has ex-
pressed serious concern over 
what it describes as an 
alarming rise in “bulldozer 
actions” in Karnataka, warn-
ing that such measures pose 
a grave threat to democratic 
governance, constitutional 
values and the rule of law.

In a statement issued on 
Monday, the SDPI said 
practices earlier witnessed 
in states such as Uttar 
Pradesh and in Delhi were 
now surfacing in Karnataka, 
marking a disturbing trend. 
The party cited incidents in 
the Byatarayanapura As-
sembly constituency in Ben-
galuru as examples of what 
it termed arbitrary and inhu-
man demolitions.

According to the SDPI, 
on December 21, around 
200 houses in the Kogilu 
area were demolished in a 

sudden early-morning oper-
ation at around 4 am, al-
legedly without prior notice 
and in complete violation of 
principles of natural justice 
and due legal process. The 
demolitions, carried out 
amid severe cold, reportedly 
rendered nearly 200 families 
homeless, forcing them onto 
the streets. The party further 
alleged that textbooks and 
educational materials be-
longing to around 300 stu-
dents were destroyed, se-
verely impacting their edu-
cation and future.

Even before the shock of 

that incident had subsided, 
another demolition drive 
was reportedly carried out 
on Sunday in the Thanisan-
dra area of the same constit-
uency, where around 42 
houses were razed without 
issuing notices or following 
statutory procedures. The 
SDPI claimed that the af-
fected residents had legally 
purchased the land and pos-
sessed valid documents, 
which were ignored during 
the operation. The party de-
scribed the action as both 
illegal and inhumane.

Raising a more serious al-

legation, the SDPI said local 
residents have claimed that 
the demolitions were carried 
out to facilitate road access 
to a 13-acre land parcel al-
legedly belonging to Deputy 
Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar, located adjacent to 
the site. The party said such 
allegations raise serious 
questions about the govern-
ment’s ethics and adminis-
trative transparency.

Strongly condemning the 
incidents, the SDPI demand-
ed that the Chief Minister 
intervene immediately to halt 
such actions, ensure justice, 
compensation and rehabilita-
tion for affected families, 
and initiate strict action 
against responsible officials 
and political influences.

“Bulldozer justice has no 
place in a democratic state. 
Governance must be rooted 
in the Constitution, law  
and humanity,” the SDPI  
asserted.

SDPI Voices Alarm Over Rising ‘Bulldozer Actions’ 
in Karnataka, Demands Immediate Intervention

Sri Venkataramana Temple Marks 14th Re-consecration 
Anniversary with Grandeur in Mangaluru

MANGALURU

The 14th re-consecration an-
niversary (Punaha Pratishta 
Vardhanti) of Sri Veera Ven-
katesha Deva was celebrated 
with religious fervour and 
grandeur at the historic Sri 
Venkataramana Temple locat-
ed on Rathabeedi in the heart 
of the city on Sunday.

The day-long rituals com-
menced in the early hours 
with Mahaprarthana, followed 
by a series of elaborate 
abhishekas to the main deity 

Sri Veera Venkatesha Deva, 
accompanied by Sri Bhudevi 
and Sri Sridevi, and the  
utsava idol of Sri Sri-
nivasa Deva. Pan-
chamrita Abhisheka, 
Ganga Abhisheka, 
Kanaka Abhisheka 
a n d  S h a t a k a -
lasabhisheka were 
performed with great 
devotion by Sri Kashi 
Mathadheesha Sri Samyamin-
dra Tirtha Swamiji, invoking 
divine blessings.

Following the midday poo-

ja and samaradhana, devotees 
witnessed a vibrant evening 
programme that included a 

one-pete utsava with 
the deity taken out in 
a splendid golden 
palanquin (Swarna 
Lalaki). This was 
followed by Prakar-
otsava and Vasanta 
Pooja within the 
temple premises in 

the presence of thousands of 
devotees chanting bhajans, 
creating a spiritually charged 
atmosphere.

MANGALURU CITY



NEW DELHI

Microblogging site X has “ac-
cepted its mistake” and as-
sured it will comply with In-
dian laws after the IT Minis-
try warned the Elon Musk-led 
social media platform on the 
Grok AI obscene content is-
sue, government sources said 
on Sunday.

Around 3,500 pieces of 
content have been blocked, 
and over 600 accounts delet-
ed, according to sources.

X has accepted its mistake 
and said it will comply with 
Indian laws, sources said, add-

ing that in future, the platform 
will not allow obscene imagery.

Earlier, the government had 
asked X for details, including 
specific action taken on ob-
scene content linked to Grok 
AI, and measures to prevent a 
repeat in future, after it found 
the response submitted by the 
platform to be inadequate.

In its response after the first 
notice was issued to it, X had 
outlined the strict content 
takedown policies it abides by 
when it comes to misleading 
posts and those related to 
non-consensual sexualised 
images.

While the reply was long 
and detailed, it had “missed” 
key information, including 
takedown details and specific 
action that was taken on the 
Grok AI obscene content is-
sue, and measures to prevent 

it in future.
On January 2, the IT Minis-

try issued a stern warning to 
X over indecent and sexually 
explicit content being gener-
ated through the misuse of 
AI-based services like Grok 

and other tools.
X’s ‘Safety’ handle, last 

Sunday, said it takes action 
against illegal content on its 
platform, including Child 
Sexual  Abuse Mater ial 
(CSAM), by removing it, per-
manently suspending ac-
counts, and working with lo-
cal governments and law en-
forcement as necessary.

“Anyone using or prompt-
ing Grok to make illegal con-
tent will suffer the same con-
sequences as if they upload 
illegal content,” X had said, 
echoing the stance taken by 
Musk on illegal content.

X accepts mistake, assures to comply with Indian laws
X ACKNOWLEDGES ERROR
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The Truth Speaks

India set to become world’s third-
largest economy, says PM Modi

Amid great global uncertainty, we are seeing certainty in India, said PM Narendra Modi
RAJKOT

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said India is 
rapidly advancing toward be-
coming the world’s third-larg-
est economy, with global ex-
pectations increasingly fo-
cused on the country. Ad-
dressing the Vibrant Gujarat 
Regional Conference in Ra-
jkot, he stated, “The numbers 
clearly show this. Amid great 
global uncertainty, we are 
seeing certainty in India. 
There is political stability in 
the country.”

Highlighting key economic 
indicators, Mr. Modi said in-

flation is under control, and 
India has emerged as the 
world’s largest producer of 
milk and vaccines. He noted 
that the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) recognises 
India as a major engine of 
global growth. The Prime 
Minister reiterated the gov-
ernment’s mantra of “reform, 
perform and transform,” 
pointing to India’s position as 
the largest consumer of data 
and the global scale of the 
UPI (Unified Payments Inter-
face) digital payments plat-
form.

He cited India’s progress in 
manufactur ing,  saying, 

“There was a time when India 
imported mobile phones. To-
day, we are the world’s sec-
ond-largest manufacturer of 
mobile handsets.” He also 
highlighted urban infrastruc-
ture, noting India ranks 
among the top three globally 
in metro rail networks.

Turning to Gujarat, Mr. 
Modi praised the State’s 
strengths and investment po-
tential. He said the country’s 
largest semiconductor fabrica-
tion facility is being estab-
lished in Dholera. He stressed 
the need for an industry-ready 
workforce, noting Gujarat  
has the required skills to meet 

demand.
Calling on investors to 

seize opportunities in the 
State, he said, “If you come 
late and miss out, don’t blame 
me.” He described Gujarat as 
a unique blend of nature, ad-
venture, culture, and rich her-
itage, reaffirming its status as 
a preferred investment desti-
nation.

India’s continued reforms, 
robust infrastructure, skilled 
workforce, and stable political 
environment, he said, make it 
a reliable hub for global in-
vestors and a significant driv-
er of worldwide economic 
growth.

No fight for CM’s 
chair in Karnataka 

Cong: Siddaramaiah
MANGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Sunday 
dismissed speculation of a 
power struggle within the 
ruling Congress party, as-
serting that there was no 
fight for the CM’s chair in 
the state.

He also said he would 
meet Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot to explain the 
Hate Speech Bill, even as 
the BJP plans to urge the 
latter not to give his assent 
to the bill.

He was responding to a 
question on the BJP’s so-
cial media post claiming 
that the fight for the Chief 
Minister’s chair in the 
Congress party, will once 
again begin after Sankranti 
festival.

Speculations over a pos-
sible change in chief min-
ister in the state gained 
traction after the Congress 
government reached the 
halfway mark of its five-
year term on November 20.

It was fueled by the 
“power-sharing” pact be-
tween Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy CM D K Shivaku-
mar in 2023.

Responding to a question 
on BJP planning to meet 
the Governor over the Hate 
Speech bill, the CM said, 

“The bill was passed by the 
legislature. The Governor 
has neither rejected it or 
sent it back, nor has given 
his assent to it. Let’s see, 
whenever he calls, I will 
go and explain to him 
(Governor).” The Lok Bha-
van (the Governor House) 
on Friday in a statement 
had said that the Karnataka 
Hate Speech and Hate 
Crimes (Prevention) Bill 
was “under consideration”.

Reacting to BJP’s pro-
posed ‘padayatre’ (foot 
march) from Ballari to 
Bengaluru in connection 
with recent clashes in Bal-
lari that led to the death of 
a person, the CM said, “let 
them do it, who said they 
should not.”

Remarks on Ballari incident 
Siddaramaiah alleged, “... the removal of the 

banner was an instigation. If the banner was not 
removed, where would have been the instiga-

tion? The banner was regarding the unveiling of 
Maharshi Valmiki statue, what was the need to 
remove it?” Claiming that the BJP was waiting 

for an opportunity to politicise the issue, he said, 
“Particularly Janardhan Reddy, his brothers, and 

Sriramuluru (Reddy’s close confidant and former 
Minister) have lost hold in Ballari, Reddy’s wife lost 

in Ballari, so they are doing it out of jealousy.”

“There is no fight, you 
(media) create it. Where is the 

fight? Unnecessarily you  
ask such questions,” 

—Siddaramaiah, K’taka CM

India is heading to become the 
world’s third largest economy, 

and Gujarat has played a key role  
in this journey. The state has 
emerged as a major growth 

engine for both domestic  
and global investors.

—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

LEGENDARY RUN FEAT

Virat Kohli became the fastest batter to reach 28,000 international runs during the first ODI against New Zealand in 
Vadodara, surpassing Tendulkar and Sangakkara.

Cong worried about 
funding because treasury 

is empty: R. Ashoka
MYSURU

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka 
accused the Congress govern-
ment of opposing the VB G 
RAM G Act due to fear of 
providing its share of funds, 
highlighting that the state 
treasury is running empty.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, he said the central gov-
ernment, led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, intro-
duced the VB G RAM G Act 
to correct flaws in the rural 
employment  guaran tee 
scheme over the past 18 
years, ensure transparency, 
and prevent corruption. Asho-
ka alleged that under the pre-
vious Congress rule, irregu-
larities such as wage theft, 
ghost beneficiaries, and use of 
machinery like JCBs for man-
ual work were rampant. The 
new scheme ends such mal-
practices through biometric 
attendance, fixed timelines for 
wage payments, and cancella-
tion of fake job cards.

He noted that during the 
UPA government, Rs 2.5 lakh 
crore was allocated, while un-
der the Modi government, Rs 
8 lakh crore has been provid-
ed. The state’s share under the 
scheme is Rs 10,000 crore, 
while total funds, including 
central contributions, reach 
Rs 27,000 crore.

Ashok criticized the Con-
gress for opposing increases 
in employment days from 100 
to 125, claiming this would 
aid farmers and create perma-
nent assets for rural develop-
ment. He also condemned the 
government for calling a spe-
cial session over funding con-
cerns while ignoring other 
urgent issues, such as housing 
for migrants and compensa-
tion for disasters.

Ashok urged that the scheme 
should be implemented fully to 
benefit real beneficiaries, em-
phasizing that opposition to a 
people-focused program due to 
funding fears undermines both 
development and democracy.

QUICK READ
SIR: Another BLO dies by 

suicide due to workload
KOLKATA: Hamimul Islam, 47, 

headmaster and Booth 
Level Officer (BLO) of East 

Alaipur polling booth in 
Murshidabad, died by sui-

cide on Saturday, allegedly 
due to stress and workload 

from the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 

electoral rolls. His body was 
found hanging in his school 

classroom. Islam’s family 
said the combined pressure 

of his headmaster duties 
and SIR responsibilities be-

came unbearable. His 
death follows that of an-

other BLO, Samprita Chow-
dhury Sanyal, who passed 

away on January 7 due to 
illness linked to SIR work. 

So far, at least eight BLOs in 
the state have died, 

prompting Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee to urge 

the Election Commission to 
take corrective action to re-

duce stress and workload.

NDA turned democracy 
into ‘dhan tantra’: Tejashwi
PATNA:  RJD leader and 
Leader of the Opposition 
Tejashwi Yadav on Sunday 
accused the ruling NDA of 
converting democracy into 
“dhan tantra” and “ma-
chine tantra” in Bihar, al-
leging that the 2025 As-
sembly election was won 
through deceit and misuse 
of money and government 
machinery. Returning from 
a Europe tour, Yadav said 
it was the people of Bihar, 
not his party, who lost the 
election. Without elabo-
rating, he hinted at issues 
like administrative exercis-
es and cash transfer 
schemes influencing the 
polls. He announced he 
would refrain from criticis-
ing the NDA government 
for 100 days and observe 
whether it fulfils promises 
such as jobs for youth, fi-
nancial aid to women and 
industrial development.

Iran warns US 
troops and Israel 
will be targets if 
America strikes

DUBAI 

Iran has warned that US 
troops and Israel would be 
considered legitimate targets 
if Washington carries out mil-
itary action amid nationwide 
protests that have entered 
their third week. Demonstra-
tions challenging Iran’s theo-
cratic rule continued in Tehran 
and Mashhad, despite a sweep-
ing internet and communica-
tions blackout. Activist groups 
report at least 116 deaths linked 
to the unrest, with around 2,600 
people detained so far. Iran’s 
parliament speaker, Moham-
mad Bagher Qalibaf, issued the 
warning during a heated parlia-
mentary session, vowing harsh 
punishment for protesters and 
praising security forces, includ-
ing the Revolutionary Guard 
and Basij militia, for their re-
sponse.

 More on page 8

I accept Opposition’s debate 
challenge on MGNREGA: DKS
BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Sun-
day said he has ac-
cepted the Opposition 
parties’ challenge to 
debate the implemen-
tation of MGNREGA 
and is ready to face 
the discussion on any 
platform at any time.

Speaking to report-
e r s  nea r  Pa l ace 
Grounds, Shivakumar 
said the Opposition 
had indicated its will-
ingness for a debate 
and he was prepared 
to take it up immedi-
ately. “They said they 
are ready to debate 
MGNREGA. I accept 
the offer. It can be a 
public platform, the 
Assembly, or even 
the media. I am ready 
anytime,” he said.

Responding to questions 
about former Chief Minister 

H.D. Kumaraswamy’s partici-
pation, Shivakumar said he 
would welcome him to the de-

bate. “It will be good 
if  Kumaraswamy 
comes first. Whether it 
is the BJP state presi-
dent, the Leader of the 
Opposition, or Ku-
maraswamy, I am 
ready,” he said.

Reacting to Ku-
maraswamy’s re-
marks calling Chief 
Minister Siddara-
maiah a ‘leased CM’, 
Shivakumar said such 
comments need not 
be taken seriously. 
“He is a dialogue 
king before the me-
dia. We have been 
hearing such dia-
logues for years. The 
Chief Minister will 
respond. Fix a time 
for the debate, even 

this evening—I don’t need 
preparation, all the facts are at 
my fingertips,” he said. 

“The Opposition 
parties have 
said they are 
ready for my 
challenge to 

debate 
MGNREGA. I 

accept the offer 
and I am ready 
for the debate 

on any platform 
any time.” 

—DK Shivakumar, , 
K’taka DCM

B’luru army officer wins UN 
Secretary General’s award 2025
BENGALURU

Major Swathi Shantha Ku-
mar, a 31-year-old officer 
from Bengaluru serving with 
the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan (UNMISS), has 
been honoured with the UN 
Secretary-General’s Award 
2025 for her groundbreaking 
project, “Equal Partners, Last-
ing Peace.” The initiative was 
recognised in the UN’s Gen-
der Category for fostering 
safety, mobility, and empow-
erment for 5,000 local wom-
en, enabling them to actively 
participate in peace dialogues 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  d e c i -
sion-making.

Under Major Swathi’s lead-
ership, India’s first all-female 

engagement team conducted 
extensive patrols—both land-
based and riverine, as well as 
dynamic air patrols—cover-
ing some of South Sudan’s 
most  remote  and con-
flict-prone regions. The proj-
ect not only ensured physical 
security but also strengthened 
trust between communities 
and peacekeeping forces, set-
ting a benchmark for gen-
der-inclusive operations in 
international missions.
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Experts link planning failures to health concerns
BENGALURU

The city’s traffic-clogged 
roads, deteriorating air quality 
and shrinking public spaces 
are no longer just civic incon-
veniences, they are increas-
ingly shaping public health 
outcomes, experts warned at a 
Bengaluru Debates session 
held by Janaagraha, an NGO. 
Experts pointed out that Ben-
galuru saw a sharp rise in 
non-communicable diseases 
such as diabetes, hypertension 
and obesity, driven by seden-
tary lifestyles, long commute 

hours and environmental 
stress. Mental health chal-
lenges linked to congestion, 
noise pollution and lack of 
recreational spaces were also 
flagged as growing concerns. 
Public health specialists, urban 
planners and policymakers at 
the discussion said the city’s 
rapid and unplanned growth 
created conditions that directly 
contribute to lifestyle diseases, 
mental health stress and long-
term health risks, making gov-
ernance failures a public health 
concern rather than a purely 
administrative one. 

Health Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao said while Benga-
luru’s expansion is inevitable, 
the health damage caused by 
poor planning is not. Public 
health does not begin in hos-
pitals. It begins with how cit-
ies are designed, how people 
move, breathe and live, he 
said, stressing the need to in-
tegrate health considerations 
into urban planning.

BJP MLA CN Ashwath 
Narayan said fragmented gov-
ernance structures worsen the 
problem. Health outcomes 
cannot be fixed by the health 

department alone. Transport, 
water supply, waste manage-
ment and housing policies 
affect how healthy a city is, 
he said.

Several speakers said 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) could be a crucial in-
stitutional reform framework 
if it enables coordinated plan-
ning across sectors. Urban 
experts noted that the civic 
authority presents an opportu-
nity to embed public health 
goals into decisions on trans-
port, road design, zoning and 
environmental protection.

HEALTH CONCERN

QUICK READ

PRCI Holds Change of 
Guard and Installation 
Ceremony in Bengaluru

Bike Thief Suspect 
Arrested, 12 Stolen 

Bikes Recovered

Bengaluru
PRCI conducted its 

Change of Guard and In-
stallation Ceremony at 
JP Nagar Cultural Asso-

ciation, with former 
DRDO Scientist Deva-
nanda Gopal as Chief 
Guest. MB Jayaram, 

Chairman Emeritus, and 
Geetha Shankar, Nation-

al President, were also 
present. Dr T Vinay Ku-
mar assumed charge as 

Chairman, Governing 
Council, with Dr TS La-
tha as Vice Chairman 

and Chinmayee Praveen 
as Secretary. Additional 

Directors inducted in-
cluded Dr BK Ravi, 

Ravindran, CJ Singh, RN 
Mahapatra, and Arijith 

Singh. Dr Prashanth 
Venugopal became Na-

tional Head of the Young 
Communicators Club, 

while Pashupathi Shar-
ma took over as Secre-

tary General, PRCI.

Bengaluru
Bagalgunte police have 

arrested a bike theft 
suspect, Salman (23) of 

Mallasandra, Dasara-
halli, cracking multiple 

cases across Bengaluru. 
Authorities recovered 12 

stolen two-wheelers 
worth K4.50 lakh—five 
from a vacant plot in 

Mallasandra and seven 
from Muduvíwadi, Bidar 

district. Following the 
arrest, police detected 

11 theft cases in both ur-
ban and rural areas. 

Several cases registered 
at Bagalgunte police 

station have now been 
solved. Police officials 

praised the coordinated 
effort and urged resi-
dents to report suspi-

cious activities prompt-
ly to prevent further 

thefts and safeguard 
vehicles across the city.

Two Motorists Killed  
in Separate Accidents 

in Nelamangala
Bengaluru

Two tragic road acci-
dents in Nelamangala 

claimed the lives of two 
motorcyclists on Satur-
day. In the first incident 

near Budihal Gate, a KS-
RTC bus collided with a 
bike, fatally running over 
29-year-old Sadashiva  

of Kuluvanahalli. In a 
separate accident near 
Thonchikuppe village, a 
21-year-old man from 
Veerasagar was killed 

when an unidentified ve-
hicle struck him. Both vic-

tims died on the spot. 
Nelamangala traffic po-
lice have registered two 

separate cases to investi-
gate the accidents. Au-
thorities are urging mo-

torists to drive cautiously 
and follow traffic rules to 
prevent further fatalities.

Bulk waste rules only on paper, collection found on ground
In the absence of strict guidelines for disposal of garbage, the residents continue to depend on private collectors

BENGALURU

Despite the government noti-
fying authorised processors 
for bulk waste, many large 
waste generators in the city 
continue to hand over garbage 
to unauthorised collectors, 
prompting Bengaluru Solid 
Waste Management Ltd 
(BSWML) to step in and seek 
stricter enforcement. In a let-
ter to the North and East city 
corporations, BSWML urged 
officials to ensure that apart-
ments, tech parks, malls, and 
other bulk waste generators 
tie up only with empanelled 

vendors. The agency flagged 
that weeks after empanelment 
was officially announced, the 
situation on the ground re-
mains unchanged, with mixed 

waste still being illegally col-
lected and dumped into GBA 
compactors, ultimately ending 
up in landfills. At present, 
Mukka Protein Ltd is the sole 

empanelled vendor mapped to 
handle bulk waste in the 
North and East zones. The 
company operates a process-
ing facility with the capacity 
to scientifically process up to 
1,000 tonnes of waste per day, 
but compliance has been poor.

M Mohan Kumar, Manag-
ing Director of Mukka Pro-
teins, told that resistance from 
apartment associations has 
been a major hurdle. We per-
sonally approached over 800 
apartments and emailed more 
than 2,000 bulk generators, 
but only a handful came on 
board. 

Many say the same unau-
thorised operators have been 
collecting their waste for years 
and they are afraid to change, 
he said. According to him, most 
of the current tie-ups are with 
govt offices and defence estab-
lishments. There is very little 
response from tech parks and 
apartments, he added. 

Estimates shared by the 
processor show that North 
and East Bengaluru together 
generate 700-800 tonnes of 
bulk waste every day, with 
60-70 percent being wet 
waste. While dry waste is 
largely picked up by informal 

recyclers, wet waste, often 
only partially segregated, gets 
mixed during transportation 
and is illegally dumped in 
landfills. BSWML and the 
empanelled vendor allege that 
unauthorised agencies, in-
cluding some contractors al-
ready engaged in door-to-door 
collection, are illegally lifting 
bulk waste without mandatory 
permissions or consent for es-
tablishment. Bulk waste is 
being routed into GBA com-
pactors and dumped, defeat-
ing the entire purpose of de-
centralised processing, a 
BSWML official said. 

Metro, Pink Line trainset 
hits tracks for first trials

BENGALURU

Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) has 
begun testing the prototype 
trainset for the Pink Line, 
with preliminary trials con-
ducted on the elevated stretch 
between Kalena Agrahara 
and Tavarekere along Ban-
nerghatta Road.  Namma 
Metro had received the proto-
type from BEML back in De-
cember. Under Phase 2, BM-
RCL is building the 21km 
Pink Line corridor from 
Kalena Agrahara to Naga-
wara, including a 13km un-
derground section between 
Dairy Circle and Nagawara. 
The elevated stretch between 
Kalena Agrahara and Tavare-
kere is targeted for opening 
by mid-2026, while the full 
corridor is slated for comple-
tion by December 2026. 

A senior BMRCL official 
said the testing and certifi-
cation process would take 
about six months, followed 
by statutory approvals from 
multiple agencies. On Fri-
day, the prototype train was 
operated at a very slow 
speed on the mainline be-
tween Kalena Agrahara and 
Tavarekere. In the coming 
days, rolling stock-related 
tests will be carried out in a 
phased manner. All clear-

ances must be secured be-
fore starting commercial 
operations, the official said.  

The tests will include 
traction and braking trials, 
oscillation tests at various 
speeds, and integration 
checks with signalling, 
power supply and telecom-
munication systems. 

Namma Metro plans to in-
duct the seventh train into 
service on the Yellow Line by 

Makara Sankranthi, reducing 
the headway on the 19-km 
corridor from 13 minutes to 
11 minutes. Officials said the 
eighth train, already dis-
patched by the manufacturer 
after completing tests, is ex-
pected to be inducted in Feb-
ruary. Yellow Line operations 
began in August with three 
trains and have been ramped 
up gradually as additional 
train sets are received.

BMRCL sources said BEML is expected to deliver the 
second trainset for Pink Line by the end of January, 

with six trainsets to be supplied by March. Under 
the contract, BEML will supply 318 standard-gauge 
Metro cars for the Pink and Blue lines (Silk Board–
Kempegowda International Airport). In December 
2025, BEML rolled out a driverless Metro trainset 
for the Pink Line. Namma Metro officials said civil 
works on the elevated section are at an advanced 

stage, while signalling works are in progress.

Governor chairs 53rd Annual 
General Meeting of ISEC

Nobel Laureate 
Urges Teamwork 
against Parkinson’s

BENGALURU

Governor Thaawarchand Ge-
hlot presided over the 53rd 
Annual General Meeting of 
the Institute for Social and 
Economic Change (ISEC) and 
lauded the institute’s signifi-
cant contributions over the 
past five decades in the fields 
of social justice, economic 
development, inclusive poli-
cymaking and evidence-based 
research.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Governor said that the 
studies and analyses carried 
out by ISEC have been highly 
valuable to the academic 
community and have played 
an important role in guiding 
policy decisions at both the 
state and national levels. He 
noted that in an era marked by 
rapid social and economic 
transformation, the role of in-
stitutions like ISEC has be-
come even more crucial. The 
institute’s work on inclusive 
growth, regional disparities, 
empowerment of disadvan-
taged sections and sustainable 

development, he said, is both 
relevant and impactful.

The Governor also high-
lighted ISEC’s exemplary 
contribution to the Govern-
ment of Karnataka, particular-
ly in policy formulation 
aimed at the upliftment of 
weaker sections, promotion of 
social concern, and evaluation 
of government policies and 
programmes. He appreciated 
the sustained and meaningful 
efforts of the Governing Body 
and urged all members to par-
ticipate constructively in the 
deliberations to ensure that 
the decisions taken contribute 
to the institution’s growth.

The Governor expressed 
confidence that the ideas, sug-
gestions and resolutions emerg-
ing from the meeting would 
strengthen ISEC’s role beyond 
that of a think tank, positioning 
it as an agent of dynamic and 
positive change in society. He 
added that active participation 
by members would help make 
the institution’s decisions more 
relevant and firmly rooted in 
public interest.

BENGALURU

Amid a global rise in Parkin-
son’s disease cases, Nobel lau-
reate Randy Schekman empha-
sised that addressing complex 
neurodegenerative disorders 
requires collective, team-based 
efforts rather than isolated indi-
vidual work in academia.

Speaking at the Infosys 
Prize 2025 ceremony in Ben-
galuru, the renowned cell bi-
ologist called for greater sup-
port for collaborative research 
through team-based grants, 
particularly in the fields of 
Parkinson’s disease and other 
neurodegenerative diseases. 
He cautioned against what he 
described as over-emphasis 
on individual achievement in 
academic reward structures. 

Our award winners today 
have all benefited from aca-
demic science, but there is a 
challenge, Schekman said. The 
reward structure favours indi-
viduals. Real progress on com-
plicated problems like Parkin-
son’s takes team effort, and 
collaborative work is not nec-
essarily well supported by the 
current grant system. While 
Schekman has made significant 
contributions to understanding 
the biological mechanisms un-
derlying Parkinson’s disease, 
his remarks also carried a deep-
ly personal note. His late wife 
was diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s at the age of 48, a journey 
he recalled during his address.

Guarantee schemes put Karnataka at 
top in per capita income: KJ George

BENGALURU

Energy Minister KJ George 
attributed Karnataka’s top 
ranking in per capita income 
to the government’s guarantee 
schemes. 

Speaking at the Founder’s 
Day celebration at Dr BR 
Ambedkar Medical and Hos-
pital, he said, our government 
has empowered women, who 
are known for sacrifice and 
love, through these schemes. 
This has led to our state’s rise 
to the top in per capita income.

George explained that the 
schemes would provide 
around Rs 5,500 into each 
family, boosting economic ac-
tivity and creating thousands 
of jobs. The schemes have 
increased people’s purchasing 
power, strengthening families 
and the state’s economy, he 
added.

Explaining the idea behind 
the inception of the guarantee 
schemes, the minister re-
called, Congress National 

leader Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra spanning 3200 
kms. When yatra entered Kar-
nataka, Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar had 
joined him. During the yatra, 
Rahul Gandhi interacted with 
people of all strata to know 
their problems and feedback. 
The Yatra  highlighted the 
need to support people strug-
gling post-COVID. Our gov-
ernment announced these 
schemes in the first cabinet 

meeting, fulfilling Rahul 
Gandhi’s call to provide eco-
nomic support, he said.

George also appreciated  
Ambedkar Medical College in 
his constituency for providing 
excellent healthcare services 
during COVID-19 by offering 
120 beds for patients. 

The minister also outlined 
plans to develop Sarvagna 
Nagar with a focus on educa-
tion and healthcare, including 
an upcoming 120-bed hospital 
shortly.

Basaveshwaraswamy Rathotsava 
Scheduled for Sankranti on January 15
BENGALURU

On the occasion of Sankranti 
festival, the Basaveshwaras-
wamy Rathotsava and Ground 
parish will be held on January 
15, under the leadership of the 
Sri Basavanna Devara Seva 
Samiti, said BJP State Farm-
ers’ Morcha Vice President M 
Rudresh.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence cal led at  the Sri 
Basaveshwara Swamy Tem-
ple premises in Sompura, 
Nice Road, Yeshwantpur As-
sembly Constituency, he said 
that the Basaveshwaraswamy 
Rathotsava and Groundnut 
parish will be held on January 
15, under the leadership of the 
Sri Basavanna Devara Seva 
Samiti, in the premises of the 
Sri Basaveshwaraswamy 
Temple, which has a histori-
cal background of the Chola 
period and was renovated in 
2006.

On the day of Sankranti, 
more than a thousand priest 

couples who perform puja in 
temples will be honoured and 
a chariot will be dedicated by 
the Vijayendra Yediyurappa 
family. The chief guests will 
be former Chief Minister BS 
Yediyurappa, Union Minister 
HD Kumaraswamy, Union 
Minister Shobha Karandlaje, 
MP Raghavendra, BJP State 
President BY Vijayendra, film 
actor Dunia Vijay, NICE or-
ganization head Ashok Kheni, 
MLC TN Javarayi Gowda, 
Shivalinge Gowda of Thib-
badevi Tent House will partic-
ipate.

The programme will be 
graced by Sri Mummadi Nir-
vana Mahaswami of Sri De-

gula Math, Kanakapura, Nish-
chalanandanath Mahaswamiji 
of Kengeri Okkaligar Ma-
hasansthan Math, Yadava Ma-
hasansthan Math, Yadavanan-
da Mahaswami, Trinetra Ma-
hanta Shivayogi Swami, 
Niranjananandpuri Swamiji of 
Kaginele Peetha, Dr. Shivar-
udra Mahaswamy of Mum-
madi, Sachchidananda Ma-
haswamy of Bandhayade 
Math, Renuka Shivacharya 
Mahaswamy of Patta and oth-
er dignitaries will participate. 
This time, more than 2 lakh 
devotees are expected to 
come. Cheese and dasoha 
have been arranged for all 
those who come, he informed.

‘Education is essential for overall growth’
BENGALURU

If education shapes our lives, 
culture and traditions will 
complete our lives, said Dr. 
Prakash Nath Swamiji, Man-
aging Director of BGS and 
SJB Group of Institutions.

He spoke at the college’s 

Silver Jubilee and Sankranti 
Cultural Festival-2026 pro-
gramme organized at SJBIT 
auditorium. Knowledge ac-
quisition and passion for art 
should get equal recognition. 
In this regard, BGS Institute 
has been giving appropriate 
representation to art as well.

Interest and dedication are 
very important to achieve suc-
cess in any field including art 
education. He told the stu-
dents that if the goal and will-
power go hand in hand, then 
the impossible will disappear. 
Swamiji Vinay Guruji of 
Gauri Gadde spoke and said 
that the world is like a school. 
He said that the importance of 
knowledge and information 
given to us by life and envi-
ronment is above all. Festival 
celebrations and festive dish-
es also have medical reasons. 
He said that if these ideas are 
understood and the festival is 
celebrated, the rituals will 
also gain importance. 
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Kolhapur DySP Vaishnavi’s car crashes near Chitradurga
CHITRADURGA

A tragic road accident 
claimed two lives after a car 
carrying Kolhapur Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(DySP) Vaishnavi met with a 
fatal crash near Chitradurga in 
Karnataka. The accident oc-
curred close to the bridge at 
Tamatakallu village when the 
driver reportedly lost control 
while attempting to overtake 
a vehicle and rammed into a 
lorry.

The victims who died on 
the spot were DySP Vaishna-

vi’s mother, Kamal Haribabu 
(65), and the car’s driver, 
Rakesh (40). DySP Vaishnavi 
survived the crash but sus-

tained injuries. She was im-
mediately rushed to a private 
hospital in Chitradurga, where 
she is currently undergoing 

treatment. Doctors said her 
condition is stable and she 
n a r r o w l y  e s c a p e d  a 
life-threatening situation.

According to preliminary 
information, the Innova car 
was travelling from Maha-
rashtra toward Bengaluru. 
During the journey, the driver 
tried to overtake another vehi-
cle in haste and collided with 
a lorry, leading to the devas-
tating impact. Besides the two 
fatalities, three other occu-
pants of the car were injured 
in the accident.

Following the incident, 

Chitradurga Rural Police Cir-
cle Inspector Balachandra 
Naik visited the spot and car-
ried out an inspection. Police 
registered a case at the Chitra-
durga Rural Police Station 
and initiated further investiga-
tion to ascertain the exact se-
quence of events and respon-
sibilities.

The accident has sent 
shockwaves through police 
circles and the local commu-
nity, highlighting once again 
the dangers of rash overtaking 
and high-speed driving on 
highways.

FATAL CAR ACCIDENT 

QUICK READ
Woman dies by 

suicide after severe 
menstrual pain

Son brutally kills 
father over family 

dispute

Tumakuru 
A 19-year-old woman al-
legedly died by suicide af-

ter being unable to en-
dure severe abdominal 

pain during menstruation 
in Tumakuru district of 

Karnataka. The incident 
occurred in Byata village 
of Tumakuru taluk. The 

deceased has been iden-
tified as Keerthana, a na-
tive of Salahalli in Kalagi 
taluk of Kalaburagi dis-

trict. She had come to Tu-
makuru in search of em-
ployment and was stay-
ing at her uncle’s house. 

As she was unable to se-
cure a job, she continued 
living there. According to 
police, Keerthana ended 

her life by hanging herself 
with a saree when no one 
was present at the house. 

It is suspected that in-
tense menstrual pain 

drove her to take the ex-
treme step. A case has 
been registered at the 

Kyathsandra police sta-
tion, and further investi-

gation is underway.

Channarayapatna
A shocking incident of 
patricide was reported 
from Hirisave in Chan-
narayapatna taluk of 

Hassan district, where a 
28-year-old man alleged-

ly murdered his own fa-
ther following a prolonged 

family dispute. The de-
ceased has been identi-

fied as Satish (60), while 
the accused is his son 

Ranjith (28). Police said 
the family had been fac-
ing continuous domestic 
conflicts for a long time. 
Due to frequent quarrels, 

Ranjith and his mother 
had reportedly been living 

separately in KR Nagar. 
Tensions between father 
and son continued, and 

the dispute escalated on 
Saturday night. During a 

heated argument, Ranjith 
allegedly assaulted his fa-
ther with an iron rod, strik-

ing him on the head and 
killing him on the spot. 

Police rushed to the 
scene, conducted an in-

spection, and registered a 
case at the Hirisave police 
station. The accused has 

been arrested, and further 
investigation is underway.

Mangalore University, Bearys 
Institute of Technology sign MoU 
MANAGLURU 

Mangalore University and 
Bearys Institute of Technolo-
gy (BIT) have signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to enhance coopera-
tion in academics, research, 
and cultural activities. The 
agreement aims to promote 
joint initiatives that benefit 
students, faculty members, 
and the broader academic 
community.

Mangalore University, es-
tablished under the Karnataka 
State Universities Act, and 
Bearys Institute of Technolo-
gy, functioning under the 
Bearys Academy of Learning 
at the Bearys Knowledge 
Campus in Inoli, Mangaluru, 
will jointly implement a wide 
range of academic and profes-
sional programs under this 
partnership. The MoU aligns 
with global academic initia-
tives and supports internation-
al collaboration between insti-
tutions in Karnataka and 
Wales, including the Global 
Wales Programme under the 
Karnataka–Wales Universities 
Partnership.

As part of the agreement, 
both institutions will orga-
nize academic and cultural 
exchange programs, student 
and faculty exchange initia-
tives, joint research projects, 
seminars ,  conferences , 
workshops, and training pro-
grams. A key focus of the 
collaboration is the estab-
lishment of a research clus-
ter dedicated to Responsible 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
highlighting the growing im-
portance of ethical and sus-
tainable technology.

The MoU also facilitates 

the exchange of academic ma-
terials, research publications, 
and educational resources in 
accordance with intellectual 
property laws. Short-term ac-
ademic and cultural programs 
for students are also included 
to enhance global exposure 
and learning experiences.

Speaking on the occasion, 
M a n g a l o r e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dhar-
ma said the agreement would 
offer long-term benefits to 
both students and teachers, 
opening new avenues for in-
ternational recognition, col-

laborative research, and aca-
demic excellence. Bearys 
Knowledge Campus Director 
Dr. S. I. Manjur Basha em-
phasized the institution’s 
commitment to quality educa-
tion, research, and indus-
try-oriented learning. BIT 
Principal Dr. Kamalakannan 
C highlighted the importance 
of interdisciplinary research, 
innovation, and sustainable 
technological development.

Senior faculty members 
from both institutions were 
present during the signing 
ceremony.

Mangalore University and Bearys Institute of Technology signed an MoU to 
boost academic, research, and cultural collaboration ties

Asaigoli residents 
allege changes to 
original road plan

KONAJE

Residents of Asaigoli in Ko-
naje have alleged that at-
tempts are being made to alter 
the original design of the 
four-lane road currently under 
construction in the area. Rais-
ing concerns over these al-
leged modifications and vari-
ous hurdles affecting the proj-
ect, locals submitted a peti-
tion to the Konaje Gram Pan-
chayat on Friday, demanding 
immediate resolution of the 
issues. In the memorandum, 
residents urged authorities to 
clear buildings abutting the 
road to facilitate land acquisi-
tion required for road widen-
ing. They also demanded that 
affected shopkeepers be pro-
vided with suitable alternative 
arrangements to protect their 
livelihoods.

Social activist Arun D’Sou-
za, who expressed strong dis-
satisfaction during the sub-
mission, said roadwork is 
being hampered as water and 
electricity pipelines have not 
yet been shifted underground. 
He alleged that despite the 
gram panchayat issuing notic-
es asking shop owners to va-
cate premises by December 
31, some individuals are lob-
bying behind the scenes to 
retain their shops, thereby de-
laying the project.

He further accused certain 
people of trying to modify the 
original road blueprint under 
the pretext of preserving old 
buildings, which he said was 
obstructing construction. Au-

thorities have already marked 
an 18-metre-wide land stretch 
for the four-lane road and is-
sued orders to demolish old 
structures and disconnect 
power supply. However, Arun 
alleged that covert interfer-
ence continues.

Residents also demanded a 
comprehensive development 
plan that includes construc-
tion of new shops on both 
sides of the road with essen-
tial public amenities. They 
called for proper drainage, 
drinking water supply, and 
well-equipped bus and au-
to-rickshaw stands as part of 
the project.

Local resident Ronald 
D’Souza said a complaint was 
submitted to the PDO regard-
ing obstruction to demolition 
on one side of the road, add-
ing that officials assured res-
olution by evening. Panchayat 
Development Officer Rajani 
accepted the petition and as-
sured prompt action.

Warning of  legal 
action, the locals 

demanded that the 
original project plan be 
preserved without any 
alterations and sought 

an official site 
inspection. They said 

details would be 
sought under the Right 
to Information Act and 

court action would 
follow if  needed

‘Blind devotion to political leaders 
a threat to the constitution’

BANTWAL 

Warning against hero-worship 
of political leaders, senior ad-
vocate and All India Lawyers 
Association for Justice (AI-
LAJ) National General Secre-
tary Clifton D’Rosario said 
blind devotion to politicians 
poses a serious threat to the 
Indian Constitution. He was 
speaking at a seminar titled 
“Challenges Before the Con-
stitution” organised by the 
Dakshina Kannada district 
unit of AILAJ and Legal 
Friends at Ambedkar Bhavan, 
BC Road, Bantwal.

D’Rosario said the growing 
tendency to treat political 
leaders as heroes weakens the 
very spirit of the Constitution. 
When citizens become devo-
tees, they lose the courage to 

question authority, he said, 
adding that Dr B.R. Ambed-
kar had warned as early as 
1974 about this danger. Such 
unquestioning loyalty, he not-
ed, must be seen as one of the 
gravest challenges facing the 
Constitution today.

He stressed that social and 
economic equality are central 
to democracy, but poverty con-
tinues to obstruct the realisa-
tion of constitutional ideals. 
According to him, the poor are 
often deprived of the opportu-
nity to think and act as in-
formed citizens, which makes 
it difficult for them to internal-
ise constitutional values.

Referring to rising commu-
nal divisions, D’Rosario said 
many youths are building 
walls of religion and called 
for dismantling such barriers 

to enable a life aligned with 
constitutional principles. He 
underlined the need to prac-
tise the Constitution in every-
day life and to develop an 
education system that pro-
motes equality and justice.

Recalling the Emergency pe-
riod during Indira Gandhi’s 
tenure, he said attempts were 
made to alter the basic structure 
of the Constitution, but the Su-
preme Court’s intervention pro-
tected its core principles.

Senior advocate Manoraj 
Rajeev spoke on how citizens 
can respond to constitutional 
challenges. Several senior and 
young advocates, AILAJ 
members, and legal profes-
sionals attended the pro-
gramme, which concluded 
with readings and discussions 
on constitutional values.

“Meltane” 
e-magazine 

launched
DERLAKATTE

The release ceremony of Mel-
tane, an e-magazine brought 
out by Meltane (Beary Eldh-
kar – Artists’ Collective), 
was held on Sunday at the 
Elite Tuition Centre in Vi-
jayanagar, Natekal, near Der-
lakatte. The event was at-
tended by Meltane Honorary 
President Alikunji Pare, Pres-
ident Mangaluru Riyaz, Gen-
eral Secretary Hamza Malar, 
Treasurer V. Ibrahim Na-
dupadavu, Vice President 
Ibrahim Rafiq Mudungaru-
katte, and Joint Secretary C. 
M. Shareef Pattori.

Several members of the 
collective, including Ismail 
Master, Basheer Ahmed Kin-
ya, Muhammad Basha Na-
tekal, Basheer Kalkatte, Yu-
suf Vakthar, and Abubakkar 
Hoohakuvakallu, also partic-
ipated. The gathering high-
lighted the collective’s ef-
forts to promote Beary art, 
culture, and creative expres-
sion through digital plat-
forms.

Former MLA honours gold 
medallist at felicitation ceremony
HUNSUR

A meritorious student who 
won multiple gold medals at 
the 106th annual convocation 
of the University of Mysore 
was honoured in Hunsur by 
former MLA H.P. Manjunath, 
who presented her with a gold 
ring in recognition of her 
achievement.

The achiever, Hamaina, is 
the daughter of KSRTC em-
ployee Tayyab Ahmed and 
schoolteacher Rukhsana from 
Marur village, which falls un-
der the Hirikyatanahalli Gram 
Panchayat limits of Gavada 
Gere Hobli in Hunsur taluk. 
Hamaina secured an impres-
sive six gold medals and five 
cash prizes at the university 
convocation. She was felici-
tated at a special programme 
held in her native village of 
Marur.

Hamaina received her hon-
ours at the 106th convocation 
ceremony held at Crawford 
Hall in Mysuru, where Gov-
ernor Thawar Chand Gehlot, 
Higher Education Minister M. 
Sudhakar, former ISRO 

Chairman Dr. S. Somanath, 
Vice-Chancellor N.K. Lo-
kanath, Registrar Savitha, and 
other dignitaries congratulat-
ed her.

Speaking on the occasion, 
former MLA Manjunath said 
it was a matter of great pride 
that the daughter of a bus con-
ductor from the taluk had 
brought such distinction by 
excelling in higher education. 
He said he has consistently 
made it a point to identify and 
honour students from the ta-
luk who achieve academic 
excellence, irrespective of 
whether he holds office. He 
reaffirmed his lifelong com-
mitment to the people of the 
region.

Accepting the honour, Ha-
maina thanked H.P. Manju-
nath for visiting the village 
and encouraging students like 
her. She said such recognition 
motivates young learners and 
assured her continued cooper-
ation in inspiring students.

Several dignitaries, local 
leaders, committee members, 
parents, and villagers were 
present at the programme.

HUNSUR 

The Hunsur City Municipal 
Council has strengthened its 
solid waste management in-
frastructure with the addition 
of new waste collection vehi-
cles and an excavator, pur-
chased under the municipal 
fund and the 15th Finance 
Commission scheme. The 
newly acquired vehicles were 
formally flagged off by local 
MLA G.T. Harish Gowda at a 
programme held in the prem-
ises of the Hunsur City Mu-
nicipal Council office.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Harish Gowda said ef-
fective waste management is 
essential for maintaining pub-
lic health and environmental 
cleanliness in urban areas. He 
noted that the introduction of 
modern waste collection vehi-
cles and machinery would 
significantly improve door-to-
door garbage collection, 

transportation of waste, and 
timely disposal, thereby help-
ing keep the city clean and 
hygienic. He also stressed the 
need for public cooperation in 
waste segregation and respon-
sible disposal practices to en-
sure the success of municipal 
initiatives.

Municipal Commissioner 
Manasa highlighted that the 
new vehicles were procured 
using municipal council funds 
along with allocations from 
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion, aimed at strengthening 
civic infrastructure. She said 

the excavator would be partic-
ularly useful for clearing 
waste dumps, maintaining 
drains, and handling emergen-
cy sanitation-related works 
within the city limits.

Environmental Engineer 
Soumya and other municipal 
officials were present during 
the event and briefed attend-
ees on how the new equip-
ment would enhance opera-
tional efficiency. 

They added that the munic-
ipality plans to further up-
grade sanitation services in 
the coming months.

Hunsur Municipality flags off new waste 
collection vehicles and excavator

Kavya Rani assumes charge 
as new SDO in Hunsur

HUNSUR 

Kumari Kavya Rani formally 
assumed charge as the new 
Sub-Divisional Officer (SDO) 
of the Hunsur subdivision at a 
programme held at the subdi-
vision office. The occasion 
marked an important admin-
istrative transition, with se-
nior officials and staff extend-
ing a warm welcome to the 
newly appointed officer.

During the charge-taking 
ceremony, Hunsur Tahsildar 
Manjunath and Tahsildar Ya-
dav Girish from the Sub-Divi-
sional Officer’s office greeted 
Kavya Rani by presenting her 
with a bouquet and conveying 
their best wishes for a suc-
cessful tenure. Several other 
officials and staff members 
were also present and partici-
pated in the welcoming pro-
gramme.

Speaking briefly on the oc-
casion, officials expressed 
confidence that Kavya Rani’s 
leadership would strengthen 
administrative efficiency and 
improve coordination be-
tween various departments 
within the subdivision. They 
noted that effective gover-
nance at the sub-divisional 
level plays a crucial role in 

delivering public services, ad-
dressing local issues, and im-
plementing government 
schemes efficiently.

The newly appointed SDO 
thanked the officials for their 
warm reception and assured 
them of her commitment to 
transparent, people-oriented, 
and efficient administration. 
She emphasized the impor-
tance of teamwork and said 
she looked forward to work-
ing closely with all depart-
ments to ensure smooth func-
tioning of the administration 
and timely redressal of public 
grievances.

The event concluded on a 
positive note, with officials 
expressing hope that Kavya 
Rani’s tenure would contrib-
ute to improved governance 
and development across the 
Hunsur subdivision.
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Bharatanatyam is symbol of culture: Lekhana Kulkarni
BHARATANATYAM CULTURAL SYMBOL

QUICK READ
Tractor-tipper 

collision 
claims life

Free hearing
 camp and hearing aid 

assistance

Baderiya 
Mosque: New 

committee elected

Raichur
A tragic accident occurred 
near the Lingasugur Road 
bypass on the outskirts of 
Raichur city when a tipper 
truck collided with a fully 
loaded tractor, resulting in 

the immediate death of 
the person on board. The 
deceased has been iden-
tified as 55-year-old Na-
garaj, a resident of Gorkal 
village. Nagaraj had been 

transporting a load of 
paddy from Gorkal to Rai-
chur city for sale when the 
tipper truck hit the rear of 

his tractor. The impact 
caused him to fall from 
the tractor, and he suc-

cumbed to his injuries at 
the scene. Police are in-
vestigating the incident.

Karkala
A free hearing screening 

and hearing aid assis-
tance program was or-
ganized on January 11 at 

the Saraswat Sabha Hall 
of Rajapur Saraswat 

Credit Cooperative Socie-
ty, led by the Karkala Ta-
luk Working Journalists’ 

Association with support 
from Team Eshwar 

Malpe. Surendra Nayak, 
Chief Manager of the 

credit society, inaugurated 
the camp, urging that 

benefits reach those in 
need. Dr. Ankita Kalmadi 
emphasized the impor-

tance of ear care, advising 
proper use of locally 

available devices and dig-
ital tools for accurate 

testing. The event saw 
around 19 participants, 

with 8 individuals receiv-
ing financial aid for hear-
ing devices. Dr. Kalmadi 
conducted the hearing 
examinations. Key at-

tendees included B. Har-
ish Acharya, Uday Prabhu, 

and members of Team 
Eshwar Malpe.

Bangerkatte
The annual general meet-

ing of Baderiya Juma 
Mosque was held at the 

Nurul Huda Madrasa 
premises on Friday, during 

which the new adminis-
trative committee for 

2026 was elected. Iqbal 
Bangerkatte was chosen 

as the new president, 
Hakim Royal as vice-pres-
ident, Hanif T.S as general 

secretary, Yusuf Balla-
manj as treasurer, and 

Hameed Salumar along 
with Iqbal Royal as joint 

secretaries. The selection 
of the honorary president, 

held once every three 
years, saw Ismail P.K ap-
pointed to the position. 
The newly elected team 
aims to oversee mosque 
activities and community 

initiatives for the
 upcoming year.

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY [(Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)]
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of IKF Home Finance Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as “IKF”) 
under Secuitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), 
and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) 
Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice dated mentioned below under Section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon you being 
the borrowers (names mentioned below) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice and interest thereon within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers mentioned herein below having failed to repay the amount, 
notice is hereby given to the borrowers mentioned herein below and to the public in general that the undersigned has 
Taken Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under sub-section (4) 
of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrowers mentioned 
here in above in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with said property and any dealings 
with the property will be subject to the charge of “IKF” for an amount as mentioned herein under and interest thereon.

Sr. 
No.

Name of the Borrower(s)
 / Guarantor(s) LAN

Description of Secured Assets
 (Immovable Property)

Demand Notice
Date & Amount

Date of
Possession

1.

Lan :- LNDVN04023-240010210
1.  Mr/Mrs. K Shivakumar 
2. Mr/Mrs. Varalakshmi M
3. Mr/Mrs. Krishnappa C H
Add For Sr. No. 1, 2 & 3 : 
Chikkaballapur Karnataka Nagamangala 
Postchokkandahalli Grama, Chikballapur, 
Karnataka, India. And Also At For Sr. No. 
1, 2 & 3: Site No. 184/ B, Chokondahalli  
Village, Sidhlugatha Taluk,  Chikabalapura 
Dist., Near Bus Stop  - 562102.

All that piece and parcel of the property bearing 
Extract of E Swathu Katha No. D R No.184/B 
assigned to the Katha No.D R No.184/B, Property 
No.152800600200720202, measuring East to 
West 10.05 meter and North to South 9.75 meter, 
situated at Hosapete Village, Chokkondahalli, 
Jangamakote Hobli, Shidlaghatta Taluk, 
Chickballapura, comprising of a building and 
Bounded by: East by: Road; West by: Mr. 
Sri Ramappa, son of Mr. Hanumantharayappa; 
North by: Road; South by: Mr. Yathish.

13.10.2025   
Rs. 

11,59,601.42/- 
(Rupees 

Eleven lakh 
Fifty Nine 

Thousand Six 
Hundred One 
and Forty Two 

Paise Only)

08.01.2026

Place : Chickballapura, Karnataka
Date : 08.01.2026

Sd/-
Authorized Officer 

For IKF Home Finance Limited

IKF Home Finance Limited
Equinox by Phoenix-Tower 3,10th Floor,Diamond Hills, Lumbini 
Avenue, Rai Durg, Gachibowli, Hyderabad Telangana - 500081

WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of IKF Home Finance Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as “IKF”) under 
Secuitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in 
exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 
issued Demand Notice dated mentioned below under Section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon you being the borrowers 
(names mentioned below) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice and interest thereon within 60 days from the date 
of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers mentioned herein below having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to 
the borrowers mentioned herein below and to the public in general that the undersigned has Taken Possession of the property 
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of 
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrowers mentioned here in above in particular and the public in general 
are hereby cautioned not to deal with said property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of “IKF” for 
an amount as mentioned herein under and interest thereon.

Sr. 
No.

Name of the Borrower(s)
 / Guarantor(s) LAN

Description of Secured Assets
 (Immovable Property)

Demand Notice
Date & Amount

Date of
Possession

1

Lan :- 
LNSRD02122-230005850
1) Mr. Chandramauli 
Malleshugari, S/o. Mr. 
Malleshugari Agammaiah, 
2) Mrs. Lavanya 
Malleshugrari, W/o. 
Mr. Chandramauli 
Malleshugari

All that the Shop No.3, (in Ground Floor), Municipal Bearing 
No.1-2-44/3/NR, (PTIN No.1140100823),with builtup area 
of 210 Sq.Feet, along with an Undivided Share of Land 
8.00 sq.Yards or 6.68 Sq.Mtrs, (out of 1190 Sq.Yards), 
Marked in Block No.1 (Western Side) in survey No.76A 
Part & 77, situated at Hydernagar Village under GHMC 
Kukatpally Circle, Kukatpally Mandal, Medchal -Malkajgiri 
District, T.S is Bounded as Follows: North :Shop No.4, 
South : Shop No.2, East : Parking, West : Road.

14.07.2025 
Rs. 7,43,414.92 
(Rupees Seven 

Lakhs Forty 
Three Thousand 

Four Hundred 
Fourteen and 

Ninety Two Paisa 
Only) 

27.09.2025

Place : Medchal -Malkajgiri, Telangana 
Date : 27.09.2025 

Sd/-
Authorized Officer 

For IKF Home Finance Limited

IKF Home Finance Limited
Plot # 30/A | Survery Number: 83/1, 11th Floor | My Home Twitza| 
APIIC Hyderabad Knowledge City Raidurg| Hyderabad - 500 081 |

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY [(Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)]

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

VB-G RAM G weakens rural 
economy: Min Ishwar Khandre
Karnataka Minister Khandre criticizes Centre’s VB-G RAM G scheme, warning 

it undermines MGNREGA and rural economic security
BIDAR

Karnataka's District In-Charge 
Minister Ishwar Khandre 
strongly criticized the Central 
BJP government's move to 
gradually weaken and now 
completely replace the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) with the new 
VB-G RAM G Yojana (Viksit 
Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission Gram-
in), calling it a direct blow to 
the rural economy.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the District Journal-
ists' Association building on 
Sunday, the minister said 
MGNREGA has been a life-
line for crores of poor, land-
less laborers, and agricul-
ture-dependent families 
across rural India. It provides 
guaranteed employment and 
food security. Replacing it 
with a new scheme that lacks 
true employment assurance 
amounts to an attack on con-

stitutional values, he alleged.
The minister pointed out 

that MGNREGA was intro-
duced in 2005 by the UPA 
government as a revolution-
ary program to decentralize 
power and empower villages. 
Panchayats were given au-
thority to implement it, creat-
ing 100 days of work for the 
poorest rural households — 
making it the world's first 
such large-scale initiative.

However, under Prime Min-
ister Modi, the government is 
snatching away the poor's em-
ployment rights through this 
"dark law," he charged. Khan-
dre accused the Centre of want-
ing to prevent the poor from 
becoming economically strong, 
instead channeling funds to 

capitalists. He claimed the gov-
ernment is burdening the stom-
achs of the poor to fill the 
pockets of the rich.

The BJP-led Centre has 
zero achievements of its own 
and is merely renaming and 
re-implementing UPA-era 
programs, while weakening 
states' powers and federal 
structure, he said. The new 
VB-G Ramji scheme will in-
crease unemployment nation-
wide. It forces workers to ac-
cept work only at designated 
locations, limits Gram Pan-
chayat flexibility, and raises 
the states' funding share from 
10% to 40%, imposing a 
heavy financial burden on 
them.

The minister accused the 

BJP of spreading false propa-
ganda against MGNREGA 
and misleading people about 
the new scheme to cover up 
its failures. He announced 
that Congress is launching a 
nationwide awareness move-
ment to demand the scrapping 
of VB-G Ramji Yojana and 
continuation of MGNREGA.

The press meet was attend-
ed by former minister Ra-
jshekhar Patil, MLCs Dr. 
Chandrashekhar Patil and 
Bhimrao Patil, District Con-
gress President Basavaraj Ja-
bashhetti, Guarantee Schemes 
District President Amritrao 
Chimakode, and others in-
cluding Mohammad Sami, 
George Fernandes, and senior 
party leaders.

Book released by Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian, and 

Buddhist Leaders
RAMANAGARA

The book Sowharada Bharat, 
authored by Prof. Baraguru 
Ramachandrappa, was re-
leased at M.H. College audi-
torium on Sunday, highlight-
ing the importance of building 
a harmonious India beyond 
caste and religious divisions. 
Speaking at the event, writer 
Dr. K. Sharifa emphasised 
that “hatred must be set aside 
to construct a united India. 
The state government is tak-
ing steps to implement an-
ti-hate speech legislation, but 
those exploiting religious ha-
tred for political gain resist 
such measures.” She stressed 
that messages of peace and 
unity should resonate every-
where.

Dr. Sharifa also drew atten-
tion to societal inequalities, 
saying, “Before indepen-
dence, the British looted the 
nation; today, corporate forces 
perpetuate similar exploita-
tion. This injustice under the 
shadow of democracy must 
end.” She condemned the Gu-
jarat government’s release of 
11 convicts in the Bilkis Banu 
case, citing it as evidence of 
how communal interests con-
tinue to undermine justice.

City Council President K. 
Sheshadri Shashi, who presid-
ed over the event, expressed 
concern over communal forc-
es influencing media outlets 
to fuel hatred between com-
munities. He added, “Truth 
exists beyond temples, yet 
devotion is not wrong. Like 
water called differently in 

various languages, the one 
God is known by many 
names. We must defeat the 
evil within and live in harmo-
ny.”

Dr. H.D. Umashankar of 
Nammavaru noted, “We live 
in challenging times. To 
counter rising communalism 
among youth, we must active-
ly promote the harmony that 
defines our identity.”

The programme included 
cultural and literary contribu-
tions: R. Nagaraju welcomed 
guests, Padmarekha delivered 
the introduction, Shivarahalli 
Shivkumar sang peace songs, 
and prominent figures such as 
Kumabapura V. Babu, Dr. 
Ankanahalli Partha, Piyush 
principals’ association presi-
dent Kottipur Shivanna, dis-
trict Kannada Sahitya Parish-
at president B.T. Nagesh, folk 
scholar Dr. M. Bairegowda, 
and Dalit organization leader 
Shivakumar Swami attended, 
along with other literary and 
social leaders.

The event underlined the 
urgent need to replace hatred 
with understanding and 
strengthen India’s cultural 
unity across religions and 
communities.

‘Sowharada Bharat’ 
urges unity beyond 
caste and religion, 
promoting peace, 

harmony, and cultural 
solidarity while 

condemning hatred 
and communal politics

RAMANAGARA

Renowned Bharatanatyam expo-
nent and head of Nataraja Natya 
Kendra,  Vidushi  Lekhana 
K u l k a r n i ,  d e s c r i b e d 
Bharatanatyam as one of the 
most ancient art forms and a true 
symbol of India’s rich cultural 
heritage. She stressed that pre-
serving this cultural legacy is a 
responsibility that rests largely 
with the younger generation.

She was speaking after inaugu-
rating Nritya Vaibhavam–2026, 
organised on the occasion of the 
third anniversary of Lalita Nritya 
Kala Mandira at Ambedkar Bha-
van in Ramanagara on Sunday. 
Kulkarni said that in a land 
known for its linguistic and cul-
tural diversity, such cultural pro-
grammes play a vital role in 
strengthening and sustaining 

shared traditions.
E m p h a s i s i n g  t h a t 

Bharatanatyam is far more than a 
dance form, she said it represents 
India’s deep-rooted traditions, 
spiritual depth, and artistic excel-
lence. She noted that the Ra-
managara region is home to 
many talented artistes and appre-
ciated Lalita Kala Mandira for 
identifying, nurturing, and pro-
moting such talent while impart-

ing training in Bharatanatyam.
Addressing the gathering, Lal-

ita Kala Mandira Secretary K.M. 
Chikkamayyegowda said the in-
stitution is committed to preserv-
i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g 
Bharatanatyam, an art form in-
trinsic to the region’s culture. He 
observed that a nation’s culture 
finds its truest expression 
through art, often conveying 
emotions and ideas beyond the 

power of words. Art, he said, 
must be respected and cher-
ished by everyone, as classical 
forms like Bharatanatyam stand 
as living testimony to a vibrant 
society.

As part of the Nritya Vaibha-
vam–2026 celebrations, stu-
dents presented captivating 
Bharatanatyam performances. 
A thillana dedicated to Goddess 
Parvati, “Namaste Rudra Roo-
pini,” evoked deep devotional 
God among the audience. Pre-
sentations such as shabdam, 
varnam, and padam enthralled 
parents and art lovers alike.

Lalita Nritya Kala Mandira 
President Vidushi D. Nagaveni, 
Treasurer Vidushi C. Chinmayi, 
Vidwan P. Janardana Rao, 
Vinay Manya, B.R. Hemanth 
Kumar, and others were present 
at the event.

28th DK Kannada Literary Conference on March 27–28
BANTWAL

The 28th Dakshina Kannada 
District Kannada Sahitya 
Sammelana will be held on 
March 27 and 28 at the Spar-
sha Kala Mandira on BC 
Road in Bantwal, with the 
support and cooperation of 
literature enthusiasts from 
Bantwal taluk. The announce-
ment was made by District 
Kannada Sahitya Parishat 
President Dr. M. P. Sreenath.

He shared the details while 
addressing a preparatory 
meeting organised by the Dis-

trict Kannada Sahitya Parish-
at committee at the Sparsha 
Kala Mandira. Dr. Sreenath 
said the two-day literary con-
ference would feature a grand 
Bhuvaneshwari procession, a 
range of cultural programmes, 
and multiple discussion ses-
sions. The event will provide a 
platform for talented writers 
and poets from Bantwal and 
across Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict. Opportunities will also be 
given for book releases during 
the conference.

Participants at the meeting 
stressed the need to hold spe-

cial discussions on the chal-
lenges faced by Kannada lan-
guage and Kannada-speaking 
communities in border areas. 
They also expressed the view 
that seminar topics should be 
designed to attract people from 
all sections of society and en-
courage wider public partici-
pation.

Several office-bearers and 
members of the Kannada Sah-
itya Parishat were present at 
the meeting, including Bant-
wal Taluk KSP President Vish-
wanath Bantwal; honorary 
secretaries V. Su. Bhatt and 

Ramananda Noojippady; trea-
surer Abdul Rahman D.B.; 
district KSP members Poovap-
pa Neralakatte and Subhash-
chandra Jain; Vittla Hobli KSP 
President Ganesh Prasad Pan-
delu; and senior literary fig-
ures such as Kaiyuru Narayana 
Bhatt, Devappa Kulal Panjik-
allu, H. K. Nayanadu, Sankap-
pa Shetty, Jayananda Peraje, 
Prof. M. D. Manchi, Jayaram 
Padre, Sonita K. Neralakatte, 
Ummar Manchi, Sairam Nay-
ak, Geetha Konkodi, Sanmathi 
Jayakeerthi, Damodara Erya, 
and Shrikala Karant.

Alleged illegal encroachment on private land
KAMPLI

C.A. Channappa, Kumpli district presi-
dent of the Ambedkar Swabhimani Sang-
ha, has alleged that certain individuals 
are attempting to illegally encroach upon 
private land in the town.

Speaking at a press conference held at 
the town guest house on Saturday, Chan-
nappa said the land in Survey No. 1400, 
located in Wards 4 and 6, spans 5 acres 
and 34 cents. Of this, 50 cents is report-
edly being targeted for illegal acquisition. 
He added that some individuals have 
falsely claimed the plot as government 
property to the municipal council in an 
attempt to seize it. The legally recognized 
50 cents of land has already been cleared, 
while 104 residential plots have been 

sold, leaving only 50 cents remaining.
Channappa emphasized that the remain-

ing land must not be allowed to fall into 
the hands of unauthorized parties. He also 
alleged that municipal officials have been 
misled by fraudulent submissions on Form 
No. 3, attempting to manipulate official 
records to benefit encroachers.

The press meet was attended by key lo-
cal leaders, including Basappa Bhavikatti, 
district vice-president of the Ambedkar 
Vad (Prof. B. Krishnappa) organization, 
Prithviraj Singh of the Bhimvad Sangha, 
and youth leaders I. Shankar and Husein-
appa. The group urged authorities to veri-
fy records carefully and take prompt ac-
tion to protect private property from ille-
gal claims, ensuring that landowners’ 
rights are preserved.

Over 12,000 participate in ‘Fit 
Mysuru’ Walkathon in Mysuru

MYSURU

The “Fit Mysuru” walkathon, a 
massive public health and aware-
ness initiative, saw an overwhelm-
ing participation of over 12,000 
people in the cultural city of My-
suru. Organized with the goal of 
promoting a fit, healthy, clean, 
green, and safe Mysuru, the 5 km 
walkathon was conducted with the 
support of Mysuru University, 
Mysuru City Corporation, Mysuru 
Gym Association, GSS Group, 
and numerous local organizations.

The organizers had initially tar-
geted 10,000 participants and had 
pre-registered around 7,000–8,000 
people. However, on Sunday 
morning, students from schools 
and colleges, yoga enthusiasts, 
amateur athletes, and citizens of 
all age groups joined, surpassing 
expectations and making the event 
a memorable one.

The walkathon began at the 
Open-Air Theater of Mysuru Uni-
versity and followed a route 
through Bogadi Road, Saraswati-
puram Fire Station Road, Mahara-
ja College Ground, Krishnaraj 
Boulevard, Hunsuru Main Road, 
and Padavarahalli Junction, con-

cluding at the Senate Hall premis-
es. The enthusiastic crowd, wav-
ing green flags, walked together to 
convey the importance of fitness 
and public health.

District In-Charge Minister Dr. 
H.C. Mahadevapppa flagged off 
the event, emphasizing the initia-
tive’s goal of making Mysuru a 
healthier and cleaner city. Speak-
ing at the event, he said, “The Fit 
Mysuru walkathon has been ex-
tremely successful, spreading the 
message that health is paramount, 
and it’s heartening to see such 
widespread participation.”

Member of Parliament Sunil 
Bose also praised the enthusiasm 
of participants, noting that the re-

sponse exceeded expectations 
and highlighted the city’s com-
mitment to becoming greener, 
cleaner, and more health-con-
scious.

The event was attended by no-
table dignitaries, including 
MLAs T.S. Srivats, C.N. Manje-
gowda, Regional Commissioner 
Nitesh Patil, District Commis-
sioner G. Lakshmikant Reddy, 
Mysuru City Commissioner 
Sheikh Tanveer, City Police 
Commissioner Seema Latkar, 
and Police Superintendent Mal-
likarjun Baldandi, among others, 
celebrating the city’s collective 
commitment to fitness and well-
being.
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MHA Seeks Report on Alleged Attack 
on Suvendu Adhikari’s Convoy 

KOLKATA

The Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs has sought a detailed 
report on the alleged attack on 
the vehicle of Suvendu 
Adhikari, the Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP) in the West 
Bengal Assembly, according 
to sources in the Bharatiya 
Janata Party on Sunday.

Sources said the Ministry of 
Home Affairs has asked for 
the report directly from the 
LoP’s office. It has also been 
learned that the office of Su-
vendu Adhikari is in the pro-
cess of sending video footage 
related to the incident to the 
Home Ministry for examina-
tion. The development comes 
amid heightened political ten-
sion in the state following the 
alleged attack.

Meanwhile, BJP workers 
and supporters staged protests 

in several districts of West 
Bengal on Sunday, condemn-
ing the alleged assault on 
Adhikari’s car and demanding 
strict action against those re-
sponsible. Party leaders de-
scribed the incident as a seri-
ous threat to democratic func-
tioning and the safety of 
elected representatives.

According to available in-
formation, the convoy of Su-

vendu Adhikari was attacked 
at Chandrakona in West Mid-
napore district late. The LoP 
was returning to Kolkata after 
attending a political pro-
gramme in Purulia district 
when the incident occurred.

Adhikari claimed that after 
his convoy crossed the four-
point crossing near the Chan-
drakona Road Market area, 
some activists of the ruling 

Trinamool Congress suddenly 
blocked the road. He alleged 
that the activists were carry-
ing Trinamool Congress flags 
and began obstructing the 
movement of his convoy.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion further alleged that some 
ruling party activists attacked 
his convoy with bamboo 
sticks and even struck his 
bulletproof vehicle.  He 
claimed that despite the dis-
turbance continuing for a 
considerable period, local 
police personnel did not 
reach the spot in time to con-
trol the situation.

After managing to move 
away from the area, Adhikari 
reportedly went straight to the 
Chandrakona police outpost, 
where he sat on the floor  
in protest, demanding ac-
coun tab i l i t y  f rom the  
police administration. 

SUVENDU CONVOY ATTACK

QUICK READ
Vijay to appear  

before CBI  
on January 12

Bone chilling  
cold wave  

continues in J&K

Seven-year-old  
girl raped  

in Uttar Pradesh

Chennai
Actor and Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) presi-

dent Vijay is set to appear 
before the Central Bureau 

of Investigation (CBI) in 
New Delhi on Monday in 

connection with the 
probe into the Karur cam-

paign stampede that 
claimed 41 lives last year, 

party sources said on 
Sunday. Vijay is scheduled 

to depose at around 11 
a.m., following a sum-

mons issued by the CBI 
on January 6 under Sec-
tion 179 of the Bharatiya 

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS). He has been cit-

ed as a witness in the 
case. After consultations 
with senior legal counsel 
and party functionaries, 
Vijay has decided to co-
operate fully with the in-
vestigation and comply 

with the summons.

Srinagar
The intense dry cold 

wave continued unabat-
ed in Jammu and Kash-

mir on Sunday, with 
night temperatures 

throughout the Valley 
remaining several 

notches below zero. A 
feeble winter sun rose in 

the clear sky as water 
taps and the road pud-
dles froze completely, 
while the Dal Lake in 
Srinagar city froze in 

parts. People were seen 
lighting small fires 

around the water taps to 
de-freeze them in the 
morning. Srinagar city 
had minus 5.2 degrees 
Celsius, Gulmarg ski re-
sort had minus 6.2, and 

Pahalgam minus 7.6 as a 
minimum temperature.

Etawah
A man accused of rape 
of a seven-year-old girl 
was arrested in a police 

encounter in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Etawah dis-

trict, just hours after the 
crime was committed. 

According to the police, 
the accused, a resident 
of the Basrehar village 

of Etawah district, lured 
the seven-year-old girl 

with chocolates and 
raped her in broad day-
light. He fled the scene 

after committing the 
crime. When the victim’s 

family found out, they 
filed a complaint, and 

the police immediately 
swung into action and 
arrested the accused 

within hours of the com-
plaint being filed. The 

accused was injured in 
the encounter and has 

been sent to the district 
hospital for treatment.

PM Modi pays tribute to 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

PM Modi paid homage to Somnath Temple’s legacy, recalling 
Sardar Patel’s pivotal post-Independence role nationwide today.
SOMNATH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday paid rich tributes to 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel for 
his historic contribution to the 
restoration of the Somnath 
Temple after India attained In-
dependence. The Prime Minis-
ter also offered floral tributes 
to the countless warriors and 
devotees who laid down their 
lives defending the sacred 
shrine across centuries, under-
scoring the temple’s enduring 
place in India’s civilisational 
consciousness.

The occasion marked the 
observance of the ‘Somnath 
Swabhiman Parv’, an event 
that commemorates the tem-
ple as a powerful symbol of 
India’s spiritual strength, cul-
tural continuity, and resilience 
in the face of repeated inva-
sions. The Prime Minister 
highlighted that the festival 
not only honours the architec-
tural and religious signifi-
cance of the shrine but also 
remembers the sacrifices of 
generations who ensured that 
the temple rose again every 

time it was destroyed.
Significantly, the year 2026 

marks one thousand years 
since the Somnath Temple was 
first attacked by invaders in 
January 1026. This milestone 
has added deeper historical 
resonance to the current com-
memorations. Alongside this, 
the year also marks 75 years 
since the modern reconstruc-
tion of the temple, which was 
inaugurated in 1951 by then 
President Rajendra Prasad.

In a blog post earlier, the 
Prime Minister recalled that 
the sacred responsibility of 
rebuilding the Somnath Tem-

ple fell upon Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel soon after Indepen-
dence. He noted that Patel 
viewed the reconstruction not 
merely as a religious task, but 
as a national duty aimed at 
restoring India’s cultural 
self-respect.

PM Modi also reflected on 
the historical context of the 
period, mentioning that the 
then Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru was not support-
ive of associating top consti-
tutional authorities with the 
temple’s rebuilding. Despite 
this, Patel remained resolute 
in his vision.

ECI Assigns Key Tasks to 
Additional Roll Observers 
KOLKATA 

The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has entrusted four 
newly appointed additional 
roll observers with two spe-
cific and critical responsibili-
ties to review the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in 
West Bengal. The move is 
aimed at enhancing transpar-
ency, accuracy, and adherence 
to established guidelines 
during the revision process.

According to sources in the 
office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer West Bengal, the first 
major assignment for the spe-
cial roll observers is to scruti-
nise the identity documents 
submitted by voters catego-
rised under logical discrepan-
cy during hearings on claims 
and objections related to the 
draft voters’ list. These ob-
servers will be required to 
certify whether the documents 
produced by such voters are 
valid, thereby adding an addi-
tional layer of verification.

Earlier, the ECI had pre-
scribed a two-stage verifica-
tion mechanism for cases in-
volving logical discrepancies. 
Under that system, identity 
documents were first exam-
ined by the Electoral Registra-

tion Officers (EROs) and then 
verified by the District Magis-
trates, who also function as 
District Electoral Officers. 
However, sources said that the 
Commission has now expand-
ed this process into a three-
stage checking mechanism, 
with the special roll observers 
conducting the final and deci-
sive stage of verification.

The second assignment giv-
en to these observers involves 
monitoring the performance 
of micro-observers appointed 
by the ECI to oversee the 
smooth conduct of hearing 
sessions. These micro-observ-
ers are meant to ensure that 
proceedings follow the Com-
mission’s guidelines in letter 
and spirit. However, the ECI 
reportedly received inputs 
suggesting that some mi-

cro-observers were not fully 
c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  
prescribed norms during  
hearings.

In view of these concerns, 
the special roll observers have 
been directed to supervise the 
functioning of micro-observ-
ers and ensure corrective 
measures wherever required. 
Officials emphasised that the 
overarching objective of this 
exercise is to protect the in-
tegrity of the electoral rolls.

Election Commission 
appointed four additional 

roll observers to 
strengthen document 

verification and 
supervision during voter 

list revision in West 
Bengal.

Women-led development at the heart 
of Modi govt’s policies: Hardeep Puri

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri on Sunday said 
that government schemes un-
der Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi have transformed In-
dia’s development journey by 
shifting the focus from wom-
en-centred welfare to wom-
en-led growth, ensuring dig-
nity, security and greater par-
ticipation of women in na-
tion-building.

Puri was speaking after an 
interaction with professionals, 
industry leaders, academi-
cians, entrepreneurs and stu-
dents at the ‘Professionals 
Connect 2026’ conclave or-
ganised by the Tamil Nadu 
BJP Professional Cell in  
Coimbatore.

He described Coimbatore 
as a city that reflects enter-

prise, discipline and quiet 
confidence.

India’s quest  towards 
achieving energy security by 
strengthening and expanding 
the energy infrastructure 
across the entire hydrocar-
bons value chain, and the fo-
cus on green energy transition 
also play a key role in this 
journey of Viksit Bharat un-
der PM Modi’s leadership, 
Puri wrote on X.

I have had the privilege of 
being associated with several 
of PM Modi’s visionary 

schemes that changed lives 
for the better and evoked in-
terest around the world. These 
schemes have shifted the nar-
rative from women-centred 
development to women-led 
development, he added.

During the discussion, Puri 
highlighted the positive im-
pact of the Modi govern-
ment’s reforms and policies, 
saying they have strengthened 
the India growth story and 
placed the country on track to 
become the world’s third-larg-
est economy.

Suvendu Adhikari advice 
to CEC on Mamata 

Banerjee’s SIR allegations
KOLKATA

The Leader of Opposition in 
the West Bengal Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari, has ad-
dressed a letter to Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, countering the allega-
tions made by Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee in her cor-
respondence to the CEC re-
garding the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR). He 
has described these allega-
tions as baseless, exaggerated, 
and blown out of proportion. 
Adhikari on Sunday morning 
shared a copy of the letter on 
his X handle. He said, I have 
written to the Hon’ble Chief 
Election Commissioner of In-
dia, Shri Gyanesh Kumar, 
strongly countering the base-
less, blown out of proportion 
and exaggerated allegations 
made by Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee in her letter 
dated January 10, 2026, re-
garding the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of Electoral 
Rolls.

The BJP leader further 
said, I would again reiterate 
that her claims are nothing 
but a desperate attempt to de-

rail this crucial process, 
which is exposing the rot in 
our voter lists; bogus entries, 
duplicates, and infiltrators 
that have been nurtured un-
der TMC’s watch for years. 
This is damaging their elec-
toral prospects, that’s why 
now she is resorting to hyste-
ria. The move from the BJP’s 
Nandigram MLA came a day 
after Mamata Banerjee again 
wrote a letter to the CEC, al-
leging that the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls in the state 
was being carried out with 
the sole objective of deleting 
and excluding names of ex-
isting voters, rather than cor-
recting errors or including 
new voters.

In her letter, the Chief Min-
ister has said that her observa-
tion in the matter was because 
of the manner in which the 
Commission has been cate-
gorising voters under the log-
ical discrepancy category and 
summoning them for hearings 
on claims and objections on 
the draft voters list, causing 
inconvenience and harass-
ment to genuine and innocent 
voters.

Three drug  
peddlers arrested, 

contraband recovered 
SRINAGAR

Three drug peddlers were ar-
rested, and contraband was 
recovered from their posses-
sion in two separate incidents 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Sopore district, police said on 
Sunday. Continuing its sus-
tained drive against drug traf-
ficking, Sopore Police has 
apprehended three drug ped-
dlers in separate NDPS cases 
across Police District Sopore, 
leading to the seizure of con-
traband substances and regis-
tration of multiple FIRs, po-
lice said in a statement.

In the first incident, Police 
Station Bomai established a 
naka on the Nathipora–Tujjer 
link road. During the check, a 
suspicious person attempted 
to flee but was apprehended. 
Upon search, a ‘charas-like’ 
substance was recovered from 
his possession. The accused 
was identified as Umar Mo-
hammad, a  resident  of 
Sheikhpora Tujjer.

Accordingly, FIR No. 
03/2026 under Sections 8/20 
NDPS Act was registered at 
PS Bomai, and investigation 
was initiated, it added.

In another case, Police Post 
Warpora established a naka at 
Poultry Crossing, Dangerpora 
Road, where two suspicious 
persons attempted to evade 
checking but were tactfully 
apprehended.

Jammu and Kashmir Police 
have been carrying out ag-
gressive operations against 
drug smugglers, drug peddlers 
and those involved in hawala 
money rackets and other un-
lawful financial activities.

Sankranti Rush Chokes 
Hyderabad–Vijayawada Highway

Heavy Sankranti travel triggered massive congestion on Hyderabad–
Vijayawada highway as families rushed to native places Sunday.

HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad–Vijayawa-
da national highway wit-
nessed unprecedented con-
gestion on Sunday as thou-
sands of families began 
their journeys to native 
towns and villages to cele-
brate Sankranti, the biggest 
festival in the two Telu-
gu-speaking states. From 
early morning hours, cars, 
buses, and other transport 
vehic les  l ined  up  a t  
multiple toll plazas, re-
flecting the scale of festive 
travel.

A particularly heavy 
rush was reported at the 
Pattangi toll plaza near 
Hyderabad, where vehicles 
queued up for kilometres 
as travellers headed to-
wards destinations across 
Telangana and neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh. With 
educational institutions 
observing a week-long hol-
iday, many families opted 
to travel together, adding 
to the pressure on the  
highway.

Authorities responded by 
opening additional toll 
gates at Pattangi to ease 
congestion. Officials said 
the FASTag system helped 
maintain relatively smooth-
er movement through the 
toll plaza, even as traffic 

volumes surged. Toll plaza 
staff reported that nearly 
70,000 vehicles crossed to-
wards Andhra Pradesh from 
Telangana between 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and 6 a.m. on 
Sunday alone, with the 
numbers expected to rise 
further as the day pro-
gressed.

Despite these measures, 
vehicles were moving at a 
snail’s pace. A journey that 
usually takes about an hour 
from Hyderabad to Pattangi 
toll plaza stretched to three 
to four hours on Sunday. A 
kilometre-long traffic jam 
was observed near Pattangi, 
with similar snarls reported 
at Korlapahad and Chil-
lakallu toll plazas. Pa-
trolling vehicles, cranes, 
and ambulances were de-
ployed at key points to re-

spond to emergencies and 
ensure smoother traffic 
flow.

Traffic congestion was 
also reported at Pedda-
kaparthy and Chityala in 
Nalgonda district, where 
ongoing road construction 
aggravated the situation. 
Police appealed to motor-
ists to use an alternate 
route to Vijayawada via 
Bhongir  to avoid the 
worst-hit stretches. Senior 
police officials, including 
the Yadadri Bhuvanagiri 
Superintendent of Police, 
were seen supervising traf-
f ic  regulat ion on the 
ground.

In Suryapet district, po-
lice diverted vehicles head-
ing towards Khammam and 
Rajahmundry through alter-
nate routes. 
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Owaisi Slams Asaam CM Over 
Remarks on PM’s Religious Identity
NAGPUR

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi on Sunday strongly 
criticised Assam Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma over 
his assertion regarding the re-
ligious identity of India’s top 
leadership, saying such views 
reflected what he described as 
Pakistani thinking.

The sharp exchange fol-
lowed comments made by 
Sarma, in which he said that 
while the Constitution of In-
dia does not bar anyone from 
becoming Prime Minister, the 
country’s civilisational ethos 
would ensure that the office 
remains with a Hindu. Re-
sponding to the statement, 
Owaisi said Sarma’s remarks 
were unconstitutional and 
went against the spirit of In-
dia’s founding principles.

His mind is like a tubelight. 
He took an oath on the Con-
stitution. Where in the Consti-
tution is this written? Owaisi 
asked, while addressing re-
porters. He added that Sar-
ma’s thinking resembled that 
of Pakistan, where constitu-
tional provisions restrict the 

highest offices of the state to 
people from a particular com-
munity. In contrast, the Con-
stitution of India, framed by 
B. R. Ambedkar, is far more 
inclusive and thoughtful, he 
said.

Owaisi further remarked 
that India does not belong to 
any single community and 
that its strength lies in diver-
sity and inclusiveness. Even 
those who do not follow any 
religion have a place in this 
country. Such narrow-minded 
thinking reflects a petty mind-
set, he added.

Earlier, addressing the me-
dia, Sarma had clarified that 
there is no constitutional bar 

on who can occupy the high-
est executive office in the 
country. Anybody can become 
the Prime Minister of India, 
he said, while reiterating his 
view that India is essentially a 
Hindu civilisation and ex-
pressing confidence that fu-
ture Prime Ministers would 
emerge from that civilisation-
al framework.

The war of words between 
the two leaders follows a re-
cent statement by Owaisi at a 
public meeting in Solapur, 
ahead of civic polls in Maha-
rashtra, where he said that a 
hijab-wearing woman would 
one day become the Prime 
Minister of the country.

OWAISI SLAMS SARMA

QUICK READ
Atishi’s video ‘tempering’ 

part of BJP’s conspiracy, 
says Punjab CM

Nizam’s grandson 
condemns BJP  
MP’s remarks

Situation tense  
but under control  

in Tripura

Bathinda
Punjab Chief Minister 

Bhagwant Singh Mann on 
Sunday launched a rebut-

tal to the BJP over the 
tampering of former Delhi 
Chief Minister Atishi’s As-
sembly video, declaring it 
a deliberate conspiracy to 

provoke communal un-
rest in Punjab. Asserting 

that the secular state 
government would not al-
low such designs to suc-
ceed, the Chief Minister 

said the video was edited 
with false subtitles, an act 

of ‘beadbi’ (sacrilege), 
and pointed out that fo-
rensic findings have con-
clusively established that 

Atishi never used the 
word Guru.

Hyderabad
Nawab Najaf Ali Khan, 

one of the grandsons of 
seventh Nizam Mir Os-

man Ali Khan, on Sunday, 
condemned the alleged 

defamatory remarks 
made by the Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party (BJP) MP D. 
Arvind against the last 

ruler of Hyderabad State 
while demanding that the 
Nizamabad district be re-
named as Indur. Najaf Ali 
Khan termed the remarks 

of Nizamabad MP as 
highly objectionable, con-
demnable, and unbecom-
ing of a constitutional of-
fice-holder. The proposal 
to rename Nizamabad as 
Indur is a separate admin-
istrative matter. Dragging 

the name of Nizam VII, 
who passed away 58 

years ago.

Agartala
A day after clashes broke 

out between two com-
munities over the collec-
tion of subscriptions for a 
local fair, the situation re-
mained tense but calm in 
the Kumarghat subdivi-
sion of Tripura's Unakoti 
district on Sunday, police 
said. A senior police offi-
cial in Agartala said that 

the police detained 10 
persons from both com-

munities. The official 
added that on Sunday, 

the police arrested seven 
of the detainees and pre-

sented them at a local 
court, seeking police cus-
tody. A huge contingent of 

Assam Rifles, Tripura 
State Rifles (TSR), Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and state police 

were deployed in the 
trouble-torn areas.

'Today BJP Mayor, tomorrow it'll be 
CM': HM hopes for win in Kerala polls
Amit Shah predicts BJP will form government in Kerala in 2026, citing local 

body poll gains and attacking LDF-UDF governance and security record
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Sunday expressed 
confidence that the BJP 
would register a major break-
through in Kerala in the 2026 
Assembly elections, asserting 
that the party’s recent local 
body successes signal a larger 
political shift in the state. Ad-
dressing newly elected BJP 
representatives at the launch 
of the party’s Mission 2026 
programme in Thiruvanantha-
puram, Shah said the emer-
gence of a BJP Mayor today 
would pave the way for a BJP 
Chief Minister tomorrow.

Referring to the recent local 
body polls, Shah said the 
BJP’s historic win in the Thi-
ruvananthapuram Corporation 
marked a turning point and 
demonstrated growing public 
support beyond urban centres. 

He noted that the party had 
also secured victories in gram 
panchayats and municipali-
ties, and emerged as a strong 
second force in several others.

Shah claimed the BJP’s 
vote share in Kerala had 
steadily increased over the 
past decade—from 11 per 
cent in 2014 to nearly 20 per 

cent in 2024—and said ex-
panding it further by 2026 
was achievable, citing the 
party’s growth in several 
states across the country. He 
argued that Kerala’s develop-
ment could be ensured only 
under a BJP-led government 
aligned with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of 

“Viksit Bharat”.
Launching sharp attacks on 

both the ruling CPI(M)-led 
LDF and the Congress-led 
UDF, Shah accused the two 
fronts of “match-fixing” and 
alleged that their political un-
derstanding had hindered 
Kerala’s progress. He also al-
leged that extremist organisa-
tions formed the vote base of 
both alliances, questioning 
their commitment to the 
state’s security.

Raising the Sabarimala 
gold theft case, Shah accused 
the state government of 
shielding the real culprits and 
demanded a probe by a neu-
tral investigation agency. He 
said the BJP would intensify 
protests and public outreach 
on the issue, asserting that 
only the BJP could safeguard 
both development and faith in 
Kerala.

Chirag Paswan Slams 
Tejashwi Yadav’s 

Absence from Bihar 
PATNA

Union Minister and Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) chief 
Chirag Paswan on Sunday 
launched a sharp attack on 
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader 
Tejashwi Yadav, criticising his 
absence from Bihar following 
the party’s poor performance 
in the state Assembly elec-
tions. Paswan described Te-
jashwi’s decision to leave the 
state during an ongoing As-
sembly session as politically 
unwise and demoralising for 
RJD workers and supporters.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Patna, Paswan said he 
had no objection to Tejashwi 
Yadav taking a personal vaca-
tion with his family. However, 
he stressed that holding a con-
stitutional post comes with 
responsibilities that cannot be 
set aside at a critical political 
moment. Leaving Bihar in the 
middle of an Assembly ses-
sion reflects poor political 
judgement and has discour-
aged RJD workers and sup-
porters, Paswan said.

He further alleged that in-
stead of introspecting on the 
reasons behind the electoral 
defeat and addressing the 
public, the RJD leader chose 
to remain absent from the 
state. According to Paswan, 
this absence sent a negative 
signal to party cadres who 
were looking for direction and 
reassurance after the setback 
in the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
elections.

Drawing a comparison with 
his own political conduct, 
Paswan recalled the aftermath 
of the 2020 Bihar Assembly 

elections. When our party lost 
in 2020, I appeared before the 
media the very next day, ac-
cepted the defeat, and ex-
plained the reasons behind it. 
RJD suffered a massive defeat 
in 2025, but Tejashwi Yadav 
has not shown similar ac-
countability, he said.

Paswan also claimed that 
the RJD has remained politi-
cally weak since losing power 
in 2005. He alleged that the 
party’s resurgence in later 
years depended heavily on 
external support. In 2010, the 
NDA won convincingly. In 
2015, Nitish Kumar gave a 
lifeline to the RJD. In 2020, I 
gave political life to the RJD. 
Had the NDA contested the 
2020 election united, the re-
sult would have mirrored the 
2025 outcome, Paswan assert-
ed. Responding to speculation 
about attempts to break the 
Grand Alliance, Paswan dis-
missed such suggestions, stat-
ing that the National Demo-
cratic Alliance remains 
strong. 

Chirag Paswan criticised 
Tejashwi Yadav’s 

absence from Bihar after 
elections, calling it 

demoralising for party 
workers.

Sufi Scholars Meet NSA Ajit Doval, 
Promote ‘Mera Mulk Meri Pehchan’ 

Sufi scholars met NSA Ajit Doval, pitching Sufi traditions as 
antidote to radicalism and tool for national unity.

NEW DELHI

A group of prominent Sufi 
scholars on Sunday met Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval, seeking to promote the 
values of brotherhood, harmo-
ny, and national integration 
through the propagation of 
Sufi culture. The delegation 
underlined that Sufi tradi-
tions, rooted in compassion 
and inclusiveness, offer  
one of the most effective anti-
dotes to radical and divisive 
ideologies.

The interaction was led by 
All India Sufi Sajjadanashin 
Council (AISSC) Chairman 
Hazrat Syed Naseruddin 
Chishty, who is also the suc-
cessor to the spiritual head 
and hereditary Sajjadanashin 
(custodian) of the Ajmer Dar-
gah. Chishty said NSA Doval 
appreciated the Council’s ini-
tiative titled ‘Mera Mulk, 
Meri Pehchan’, which aims to 
strengthen a shared national 
identity that transcends reli-
gious differences.

We have launched a cam-
paign called ‘Mera Mulk, 
Meri Pehchan’ to spread the 
message of one cultural and 
civilisational identity despite 
different faiths and religions, 
Chishty said. He added that 
the mission seeks to unite 
people of all communities un-

der the common identity of 
being Indian, while reinforc-
ing constitutional values and 
social harmony.

The meeting comes close 
on the heels of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi offering a 
ceremonial chadar at the 
Ajmer Sharif Dargah last 
month. The chadar was pre-
sented on his behalf by 
Union Minority Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju during the 
814th annual Urs of revered 
Sufi saint Khwaja Moinuddin 
Chishti.

Chishty emphasised that 
Sufi shrines across India nat-
urally foster unity, as people 
from all religions visit dar-
gahs without discrimination. 

Sufi dargahs have always 
countered radical forces by 
welcoming everyone with 
open hearts, he said. Stress-
ing national identity, he add-
ed, When we go anywhere in 
the world, we are known as 
Indians first, not by our  
religion.

He said the Council’s mis-
sion is designed to propagate 
Sufi thought—centred on 
compassion, coexistence, and 
peace—and to counter ex-
tremist narratives that threat-
en social cohesion. Recalling 
the teachings of Khwaja 
Gharib Nawaz, Chishty said 
the eternal message of Sufism 
is love for all and hatred for 
none.

BJP’s Tripura unit 
cautions members against 
party misrepresentation

AGARTALA

In a bizarre political development, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Tripura cautioned its members against misrepresenting 
the party's views or positions. BJP sources on Sunday said that 
one Hrishikesh Dey has been projecting himself as a leader for 
the past several days, claiming to be the next state president of 
the party.

Without taking Dey's name, Tripura BJP state committee stat-
ed that it has come to its notice that recently an individual has 
been falsely introducing himself as the prospective president of 
the BJP's Tripura unit and visiting various districts and mandals 
(state Assembly constituency) in the state to establish contact 
with party workers, thereby attempting to create confusion and 
misinformation.

The party clarified that, as per the BJP's organisational struc-
ture and constitution, the election or appointment of the state 
President and other office-bearers is carried out only through a 
defined, transparent, and constitutionally mandated organisa-
tional process.

The BJP Tripura Pradesh unit asserted that such activities, 
which are outside the party constitution, are against party dis-
cipline and are considered serious acts of indiscipline, state 
BJP's media-cell in-charge Sunit Sarkar said in a statement.

He said that at the direction of the state BJP President (Rajib 
Bhattacharjee), all district presidents, mandal presidents, and 
party workers have been informed that the party will not toler-
ate any form of indiscipline, misinformation, or activities car-
ried out in violation of the party constitution.

Teenager killed in 
accidental firing 
incident in J&K

JAMMU

The teenage son of a village 
defence committee (VDC) 
member was killed in an acci-
dental firing incident in J&K’s 
Kishtwar district, officials said 
on Sunday. Officials said the 
16-year-old son of a VDC 
member died when his father’s 
rifle went off accidentally at 
their home in Kishtwar district. 

VDG Pyare Lal was clean-
ing his rifle at his home in 
Loyee Dhar village of Mughal 
Maidan when it accidentally 
went off. The bullet hit his 
son, Anuj Kumar, who died on 
the spot. A police party imme-
diately rushed to the spot and 
shifted the body of Kumar, a 
Class 10 student, to Chatroo 
hospital for post-mortem.

Inquest proceedings are un-
derway to ascertain the cir-
cumstances leading to the fir-
ing. The weapon has been 
seized for forensic examina-
tion and statements of Ku-
mar’s family members are 
being recorded, officials said.

Village Defence Commit-
tees (VDCs), also called Vil-
lage Defence Guards (VDGs), 
were formed in J&K to arm 
and train villagers for self-de-
fence, especially against ter-
rorists in remote areas.

Established in the 1990s, 
they comprise ex-servicemen 
and locals, acting as a force 
multiplier by leveraging local 
knowledge, and are now being 
revamped under the VDG 
scheme for vulnerable regions. 
Created in the mid-1990s in 
J&K's hilly regions to counter 
militant attacks, they provided 
security in areas where securi-
ty forces often faced delays in 
reaching remote villages.

Bandi Sanjay dares Owaisi 
to make burqa-clad 

woman AIMIM president
HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar on Sunday dared 
AIMIM president Asaduddin 
Owaisi to make a burqa-clad 
woman the president of his 
party before dreaming of a 
woman in Hijab as the Prime 
Minister of India. The Central 
minister took to 'X' to react 
strongly to the All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) presi-
dent  Owaisi ' s 
statement that a 
hijab-clad wom-
an would one day 
become India's 
Prime Minister as the coun-
try's Constitution accords 
equal status to people from all 
communities.

Before dreaming of a Bur-
qa-clad woman as Prime Min-
ister of India, show the cour-
age to make one the AIMIM 
chief. How many Muslim 
women has All India Maj-
lis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen ac-
tually given tickets to as 
MLAs or MPs? How many 
Muslim women hold real de-
cision-making posts in the 

Majlis? asked Bandi Sanjay. 
Slogans cannot hide zero rep-
resentation. In 2018, the BJP 
fielded Shahzadi Syed against 
Akbar Owaisi in the Old City. 
She was threatened, targeted, 
and defeated. This is ur true 
face. Today, she serves on the 
National Commission for Mi-
norities. BJP has a Minority 
Morcha and grooms women 
leaders. What does AIMIM 
have beyond rhetoric? reads 
the post.

The BJP leader al-
leged that when 
Muslim women ac-
tivists raise their 
voice and question 
the Majlis, they face  

intimidation.
When a journalist visits 

Owaisi's home, he is told he 
cannot even thank the women 
for the food because it is 
against their 'system'. We un-
derstand your fear. Muslim 
women can see your hypocrisy 
clearly, the BJP leader added.

Bandi Sanjay claimed that 
many Muslim women view 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as an elder brother who 
acted in their interests instead 
of confining them.

Man found dead under 
mysterious circumstances

KOLKATA

An elderly man was found 
dead under mysterious cir-
cumstances in Kolkata on 
Sunday, the police said. Kol-
kata Police recovered his 
body after breaking open the 
door of his house in the Am-
herst Street police station 
area.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the man's death 
have created a mystery, as the 
elderly man was found with-
out any clothing on the lower 
part of his body and no signs 
of injury were found. Accord-
ing to police sources, the de-
ceased was identified as Am-
itabh Dey (62).

He lived alone in a two-sto-
reyed house on Chintamani 
Das Lane. There had been no 
response from him at his res-
idence. The elderly man's 

nephew, Debashish Daw, in-
formed the police that he had 
last spoken to Amitabh on 
January 7.

Despite calling him multiple 
times, the elderly man did not 
answer his phone. Debashish 
even went to the house and 
called out to him repeatedly 
from outside. However, there 
was no response from the 
house. Following this, he in-
formed the police.

Upon receiving the news, 
officers from Amherst Street 
Police Station went to the 
scene and broke open the 
door. They found the elderly 
man lying on the floor of the 
ground-floor living room with 
no clothing on the lower part 
of his body. He was quickly 
rescued and taken to Calcutta 
Medical College and Hospi-
tal. However, doctors de-
clared him brought dead.
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Massive Cape wildfires 

force evacuations, 
spark alarm

Israel watches Iran 
closely amid rising 

tensions

CAPE TOWN
Wildfires burned more 
than 100,000 hectares 

across South Africa’s 
Western Cape, spreading 
into parts of the Eastern 

Cape. Authorities ordered 
evacuations in Mossel 

Bay and Pearly Beach as 
dry winds worsened con-
ditions. No deaths were 

reported, but a young girl 
was hospitalized and fire-

fighters suffered smoke 
injuries. Premier Alan 

Winde said record num-
bers of helicopters, in-

cluding military support, 
were fighting the flames. 

Local leaders stressed 
saving lives first, warned 

residents to stay alert, 
and said crews remain 
under pressure during 
peak tourism season, 

while communities await 
safer weather ahead.

TEL AVIV
Israel has gone on high 

alert as massive anti-gov-
ernment protests shake 

Iran, raising fears of possi-
ble United States involve-
ment. Sources said Israeli 
leaders held urgent secu-
rity meetings after Presi-

dent Donald Trump 
warned Iran against using 

force on demonstrators 
and said America was 
ready to help. Israel re-

cently fought a brief war 
with Iran, increasing con-

cern over escalation. 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu discussed the 
situation with US Secre-

tary of State Marco Rubio. 
Officials said Israel is 

watching developments 
closely, especially amid 

worries over Iran’s nuclear 
and missile programs. Re-

gional tensions remain 
high as protests continue 

across Iran.

Sri Lanka orders fast elephant fence repairs
COLOMBO

 
Sri Lanka has ordered offi-
cials to restore elephant fenc-
es damaged by Cyclone Dit-
wah within one week, aiming 
to reduce rising risks to peo-
ple and wildlife. The Environ-
ment Ministry said the direc-
tive was given by Minister 
Dammika Patabendi during a 
review meeting on recovery 
work held over the weekend.

Officials reported that large 
sections of electric fencing 
were badly damaged across 
several districts already strug-
gling with Human Elephant 
Conflict. These fences play a 
key role in keeping elephants 
away from villages and farms, 
especially after disasters that 
disturb forest areas and food 
sources.

Human Elephant Conflict 
remains a serious issue in 
parts of the country. Govern-
ment data shows that 438 ele-
phants and 158 people lost 
their lives in 2025, underlin-
ing the urgent need for stron-
ger protection measures and 

faster repairs.
The fence restoration order 

comes as the government be-
gins wider recovery efforts 
after the cyclone. On Friday, 
authorities launched a major 
housing rebuilding and com-
pensation program for affect-
ed families under the “Re-
building Sri Lanka” initiative.

New housing projects were 
inaugurated in Anuradhapura 
and Kurunegala districts, in-
cluding Galnewa, Rajangan-
aya, Nikaweratiya and Ridee-
gama. President Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake said early 
estimates suggest 20,000 to 
25,000 homes nationwide will 

need rebuilding.
About 6,000 houses were 

fully destroyed, while another 
17,000 to 18,000 were partly 
damaged or declared unsafe. 
Final assessments are expect-
ed soon.

The president said recon-
struction will continue along-
side national housing plans in 
the 2026 budget, which aim to 
build 31,000 homes for low 
income families, displaced 
groups and estate workers. 
India will also assist with hill 
country housing projects.

Cyclone Ditwah caused an 
estimated economic loss of 
4.1 billion dollars.

RESTORING WILDLIFE BARRIERSSU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Japan PM may call early election
TOKYO

 
Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi may call an early 
general election as soon as 
February, according to a se-
nior leader of her coalition 
partner. Media reports say the 
move is being considered just 
months after Takaichi took 
office, raising political and 
economic questions.

Hirofumi Yoshimura, head 
of the Japan Innovation Party, 
said he met Takaichi last 
week and sensed a clear shift 
in her thinking on election 
timing. While no specific date 
was discussed, reports suggest 
voting could take place on 
February 8 or February 15. If 
held, it would be Takaichi’s 
first national election since 
becoming Japan’s first female 
prime minister in October.

Takaichi has enjoyed strong 
public approval ratings, which 
could help her secure a stron-
ger mandate. However, she 
has avoided confirming 
whether or when she plans to 
dissolve parliament. In a tele-
vision interview, she said her 
current focus is on delivering 
economic relief to citizens 
facing rising prices.

A February election could 

disrupt the passage of Japan’s 
next budget. Opposition lead-
ers warned that dissolving 
parliament before budget ap-
proval could delay spending 
plans and force the govern-
ment to rely on a temporary 
budget. Takaichi’s proposed 
spending plan is large and 
aims to support growth and 
reduce the impact of inflation.

Signs of election prepara-
tion have already appeared. 
Japan’s Internal Affairs Min-
istry has asked local election 
officials to be ready, fueling 
speculation that a snap poll is 
likely. Opposition parties 
have also begun preparing for 
a possible campaign.

Economic concerns add to 
the pressure. Japan faces stub-
born food inflation and trade 
tensions with China, follow-
ing diplomatic disputes over 
security issues. Analysts say 
an early election could either 
strengthen Takaichi’s leader-
ship or create uncertainty if 
economic plans are delayed.

Japan is not required to 
hold its next election until 
2028. Still, a strong early vic-
tory could improve Takaichi’s 
control over her coalition and 
help her push forward her 
policy agenda.

Takaichi’s high approval may strengthen her mandate, but she 
hasn’t confirmed dissolving parliament, focusing on economic relief instead

Maduro sends defiant 
message from US jail

CARACAS
 

Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro has sent a message of 
strength and determination to 
his supporters from jail in the 
United States, according to 
his son, lawmaker Nicolas 
Maduro Guerra. The message 
was shared during a meeting 
of leaders from the ruling 
United Socialist Party of Ven-
ezuela.

Maduro Guerra said 
his father communi-
cated through his 
lawyers, assuring 
family members 
and supporters 
that he is in 
good condition 
and remains 
firm despite his 
detention. Quot-
ing the president, 
he said, “We are well. 
I am a fighter,” a message 
meant to calm supporters and 
show resilience 
during a tense 
political mo-
ment. Presi-
dent Madu-
ro and his 
wife, Cilia 
F l o r e s , 
were tak-
e n  i n t o 
custody af-

ter U.S. forces carried out mil-
itary strikes in Caracas and 
three other Venezuelan cities 
on January 3. The operation, 
which led to their capture, 
sparked widespread concern 
and condemnation from sever-
al countries around the world.

Maduro Guerra told party 
members that his father re-
mains unbroken and confi-
dent. He stressed that unity is 

the key strength of the po-
litical movement 

known as Chavis-
mo. He urged 

supporters to 
stay together, 
saying soli-
darity will 
h e l p  t h e 
country face 

i t s  current 
challenges.
Acting Presi-

dent Delcy Rodri-
guez also addressed 

supporters at a community 
event in Miranda state. She 

promised that the gov-
ernment would work 
tirelessly to secure the 
return of Maduro and 
Flores. Rodriguez said 
there is no confusion 

about Venezuela’s 
leadership or its 

g o v e r n i n g  
direction.

Acting 
President 

Delcy Rodríguez 
pledged at a Miranda 
state event to work 

tirelessly for Maduro and 
Flores’ return, insisting 
Venezuela’s leadership 

and direction 
remain clear.

Australia extends emergency aid for bushfire victims
MELBOURNE

 
Australia has announced fresh 
emergency funding to help 
communities hit hard by on-
going bushfires in the south-
eastern state of Victoria. Au-
thorities confirmed that more 
than 300 buildings have been 
destroyed as fires continue to 
burn across large areas of the 
state.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese and Victoria Premier 
Jacinta Allan announced a 
19.5 million Australian dollar 
relief package to provide ur-
gent support for affected resi-
dents. The funding aims to 
meet immediate needs while 
recovery planning begins.

Of the total amount, 10 mil-

lion dollars will be used to 
supply fodder to farmers who 
have suffered heavy livestock 
losses. Another 1.5 million 
dollars has been set aside to 
provide emergency accommo-
dation for thousands of people 
forced to leave their homes 
due to evacuation orders. One 
million dollars will support 
mental health services for 
families coping with trauma 

and loss. Speaking in the city 
of Bendigo alongside emer-
gency officials, Albanese said 
the federal government would 
stand by Victorians during 
both the crisis and the re-
building phase. He said close 
cooperation with the state 
government would ensure 
help reaches those who need 
it most. As of Sunday morn-
ing, 32 bushfires were active 

across Victoria, with 15 warn-
ings urging residents to evac-
uate immediately. Premier 
Allan stressed that following 
evacuation orders is the safest 
way to protect lives.

Emergency Management 
Commissioner Tim Wiebusch 
confirmed that about 150 
structures were destroyed by 
a major fire near Longwood, 
north of Melbourne. That fire 
alone has burned about 
144,000 hectares s ince 
Wednesday.

Although cooler tempera-
tures are expected, authorities 
warned that strong winds will 
keep firefighting conditions 
dangerous and challenging for 
residents and crews across the 
affected regions.

Iran warns strong response 
amid rising protests

 
Iran has warned that it will 
strike back against Israel and 
U.S. military bases if the 
United States launches any 
attack, as large protests con-
tinue to spread across the 
country. The warning comes 
at a time when Iran is facing 
its biggest anti government 
unrest in years. Speaking in 
parliament on Sunday, Iranian 
Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Baqer Qalibaf cautioned 
the United States against 
making what he called a seri-
ous mistake. He said that if 
Iran is attacked, Israel and all 
U.S. bases and ships in the 
region would become legiti-
mate targets. His comments 
followed repeated warnings 
from U.S. President Donald 
Trump, who said Washington 
was ready to help protesters 
and urged Iranian leaders not 
to use force. The protests be-
gan on December 28 over ris-
ing prices and economic pres-
sure but quickly turned into 
wider anger against Iran’s 
ruling system. A U.S. based 
rights group reported that at 
least 116 people have been 

killed so far, including pro-
testers and members of the 
security forces. Iranian au-
thorities have increased secu-
rity operations to control the 
unrest. Police chief Ahmad 
Reza Radan said forces are 
acting firmly against what the 
government calls rioters. State 
television has shown funeral 
processions for security per-
sonnel killed during the pro-
tests and reported attacks on 
public buildings, including a 
mosque. Internet access 
across Iran has been heavily 
restricted, making it difficult 
to confirm events on the 
ground. Despite this, videos 
on social media have shown 
large nighttime protests in 
parts of Tehran. Meanwhile, 
Israeli sources said Israel is 
on high alert in case the Unit-
ed States intervenes. Israel 
has not officially commented, 
but tensions remain high fol-
lowing a brief war between 
Israel and Iran last year.U.S. 
officials described the situa-
tion as a test of endurance, 
with protesters pushing for 
change and authorities trying 
to regain control without trig-
gering foreign intervention.

 Continued from page 1

Kim calls South 
Korea over 

drone violations
SEOUL

 
North Korea’s powerful lead-
er Kim Jong-un’s sister Kim 
Yo-jong has demanded a clear 
explanation from South Korea 
over recent drone incursions, 
saying the flights violated the 
North’s airspace and crossed 
a serious line. In a statement 
released through state media, 
Kim Yo-jong said drones 
from the South entered North 
Korean skies and gathered 
sensitive images. She said 
Seoul must explain how the 
incident happened, even 
though South Korea’s De-
fence Ministry denied that its 
military was involved.

Kim welcomed the South’s 
claim that its armed forces 
were not responsible and had 
no intention to provoke 
Pyongyang. However, she in-
sisted that the violation itself 
could not be ignored and 
warned of severe conse-
quences if similar incidents 
happen again. She said it did 
not matter whether the drones 
were sent by the South Kore-
an military or by civilians, 
stressing that any drone 
crossing the border breaks 
North Korea’s sovereignty. 
Kim warned that further 
provocations would be met 
with strong responses.

According to Kim, data re-
covered from the drones 
showed images linked to a ura-
nium mine, North Korean bor-
der posts and the closed Kae-
song joint industrial complex.

Mass protests erupt 
after fatal ICE shooting

MINNEAPOLIS
 

Tens of thousands of people 
marched through Minneapolis 
to protest the fatal shooting of 
a woman by a U.S. immigra-
tion officer, turning the city 
into a major center of nation-
wide demonstrations against 
immigration enforcement.

Police estimated that the 
crowd reached tens of thou-
sands despite freezing winds. 
The protests followed the 
death of 37-year-old Renee 
Good, who was shot by an 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement agent earlier this 
week while sitting in her car. 
The incident has sparked an-
ger across the country and led 
to more than 1,000 planned 

“ICE Out” rallies nationwide.
Led by Indigenous Mexican 

dancers, protesters marched 
toward the residential street 
where Good was killed. Many 
chanted her name and shouted 
slogans demanding the re-
moval of ICE from local com-
munities. Demonstrators de-
scribed feeling angry, heart-
broken, and desperate for 
change. Minnesota officials 
have said the shooting was 
unjustified, pointing to video 
footage that appears to show 
Good’s car moving away from 
the agent when shots were 
fired. Federal authorities, 
however, claimed the officer 
acted in self defense, saying 
the vehicle moved toward 
agents during the encounter.

MYANMAR VOTES AGAIN AMID 
MILITARY DOMINATED ELECTION
YANGON

 
Voters in Myanmar cast bal-
lots again on Sunday in the 
second phase of a national 
election widely criticised as 
unfair and controlled by the 
ruling military. The vote 
comes as the country remains 
deeply divided and affected 
by ongoing conflict that be-
gan after the army seized 
power in 2021. Myanmar has 
been locked in violence since 
the military overthrew the 
elected civilian government 
and detained former leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Fighting 
between the army and resis-

tance groups has spread 
across large parts of the coun-
try, leaving thousands dead 
and millions displaced.

The election has been dom-
inated by the military backed 
Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party, as major oppo-
sition groups are absent. Suu 
Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy, which won previ-
ous elections by large mar-
gins, was dissolved for failing 
to register. Rebel groups have 
also refused to take part.

International bodies, in-
cluding the United Nations, 
along with Western nations 
and rights groups, say the 

vote is an attempt to formalise 
military rule through civilian 
faces. They argue the process 
cannot be free or fair without 
real political competition.

The military, however, in-
sists the election has public 
support. Officials defended 
the process after the first vot-
ing round in December re-
corded a turnout of about 52 
percent. Junta leaders claim 
the election is a step toward 
democracy and peace. Some 
residents said people voted 
out of fear rather than choice. 
A Yangon resident said many 
worried about possible trou-
ble if they did not vote.
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MEDVEDEV warms up in style for 
Australian Open with Brisbane win

Former world number one claims confidence-boosting title ahead of Melbourne Grand Slam

BRISBANE
 

Three-time Australian Open runner-up 
Daniil Medvedev delivered a timely re-
minder of his pedigree by lifting the 
Brisbane International title on Sunday, 
sealing an ideal build-up to the season’s 
first Grand Slam.

The Russian, currently ranked world 
number 13, proved too strong for 

American Brandon Nakashima, 
winning 6-2, 7-6 (7/1) in 96 

minutes on Pat Rafter Arena 
to claim his 22nd ATP Tour 
title. The victory under-
lined Medvedev’s readi-
ness for the Australian 
Open, which begins in 
Melbourne on January 
18.

Medvedev was in 
complete control early, 
b r e a k i n g  a  s h e l l -
shocked Nakashima 
twice in the opening set. 
Using his flat ground-
strokes and depth to full 
effect, the Russian dic-

tated play and appeared on course for a 
swift straight-sets win.

However, Nakashima showed resil-
ience in the second set, raising his inten-
sity and forcing Medvedev to work hard-
er on serve. The American saved match 

points and pushed the set into a tiebreak, 
briefly threatening to extend the contest.

Once in the breaker, though, Medve-
dev’s experience and composure shone 
through. He surged to a commanding 5-0 
lead, draining the belief from his oppo-
nent before closing out the match with 
authority.

“I started pretty strong, but then Bran-
don found his way back,” Medvedev 
said after the match. “He saved some 
match points and almost got it to a third 
set, so I’m happy with how I handled 
that.”

The Brisbane title carries added signif-
icance for Medvedev, who finished run-
ner-up at the tournament in 2019. 

“It’s been a great start to the year,” he 
said. “I remember saying back then that 
I would try to come back and win it. I 
came back seven or eight years later, and 
I’m really happy to hold the trophy.”

Medvedev, a three-time finalist at the 
Australian Open, will now head to Mel-
bourne with confidence, momentum and 
match sharpness — ingredients he hopes 
will finally help him go one step further 
at his favoured Grand Slam.

Daniil Medvedev sent a strong 
message ahead of the Australian 

Open by winning the Brisbane 
International title on Sunday. The 
world number 13 defeated Amer-

ican Brandon Nakashima 6-2, 
7-6 (7/1) in a 96-minute final to 
claim his 22nd ATP Tour crown. 

Medvedev dominated the opening 
set before facing resistance in the 
second, where Nakashima saved 

match points and forced a tiebreak. 
The Russian’s composure proved 
decisive as he raced to a 5-0 lead 
in the breaker. The victory boosts 

Medvedev’s confidence as he 
heads to Melbourne, where he has 

reached three finals.

Mandhana’s RCB look to 
consolidate as UP Warriorz fret 

over Deepti Sharma’s form
NAVI

 
Having come through a trial 
by fire in their opening en-
counter, Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru will aim to consol-
idate their position when they 
face a star-studded UP War-
riorz in a Women’s Premier 
League clash here on Mon-
day. The Smriti Mandha-
na-led RCB, defending cham-
pions from the 2024 sea-
son, pulled off a thrill-
ing three-wicket 
v i c t o r y  o v e r 
Mumbai Indians 
on Friday, a re-
sult that left MI 
skipper  Har-
manpreet Kaur 
stunned. South Af-
rican all-rounder 
N a d i n e  d e  K l e r k 
emerged as the hero, produc-
ing a sensational performance 
with an unbeaten 63 and four 
wickets, before sealing the 
match with the winning runs 
off the final delivery.

While Mumbai Indians 
quickly bounced back with a 
commanding win over Delhi 
Capitals, the sting of that last-
ball defeat is likely to linger. 
For Mandhana and RCB, 
however, the victory was one 
to savour, and they will hope 
de Klerk can replicate her 
match-winning impact against 
UP Warriorz.

Mandhana would also be 
keen to see her top-order bat-

ters find form. Apart from de 
Klerk, RCB’s batting strug-
gled, and players such as 
Grace Harris, Mandhana her-
self, Dayalan Hemalatha, Ri-
cha Ghosh and Radha Yadav 
will need to shoulder greater 
responsibility. In the bowling 
department, more discipline 
will be expected from Arund-
hati Reddy, Shreyanka Patil 
and Radha, who proved ex-

pensive against MI.
UP Warriorz, 
meanwhile, en-

ter the contest 
with concerns 
of their own. 
All-rounder 
Deepti Shar-

ma, the costli-
est Indian buy 

at Rs 3.2 crore in 
the auction, endured 

a forgettable outing against 
Gujarat Giants. She finished 
wicketless and managed just 
one run in a narrow 10-run 
defeat while chasing 207.

New skipper Meg Lanning 
will hope Deepti rediscovers 
her rhythm quickly. The War-
riorz will also look for stron-
ger contributions from Kiran 
Navgire and Harleen Deol at 
the top, though Phoebe Litch-
field’s fluent 78 in a losing 
cause provided a rare posi-
tive.

With contrasting moods and 
key players under scrutiny, 
Monday’s clash promises in-
trigue and intensity.

Champions 
seek 

momentum as 
Warriorz search 

answers after 
uneven starts to 

campaign.

MACCLESFIELD,  
ENGLAND 

 
The FA Cup produced another 
chapter of its enduring magic 
as sixth-tier Macclesfield de-
livered one of the greatest 
shocks in the competition’s 
155-year history, knocking 
out defending champions 
Crystal Palace 2-1 in the third 
round.

Separated by a staggering 
117 places in the English 
football pyramid, 14th-placed 
National League North side 
Macclesfield stunned their 
Premier League opponents 
with a performance that 
blended discipline, belief and 
raw emotion. Managed by 
John Rooney, younger brother 
of England legend Wayne 
Rooney, the hosts rose to the 
occasion at the Leasing.com 
Stadium, a modest 5,900-ca-
pacity ground that witnessed 
scenes of pure disbelief at the 
final whistle.

The victory came against a 
poignant backdrop. Maccles-
field are still grieving the loss 
of 21-year-old forward Ethan 
McLeod, who was killed in a 
car crash last month while re-
turning from a match at Bed-
ford Town. A banner bearing 
his name hung behind the 

dugouts, and his family 
watched from the stands as 
the team he once represented 
produced a result for the ages.

Captain Paul Dawson gave 
Macclesfield the lead just be-
fore halftime, before Isaac 
Buckley-Ricketts doubled the 
advantage in the 60th minute 
following a goalmouth scram-
ble. Palace pulled one back 
through a last-gasp Yeremy 
Pino free kick, setting up a 
tense finale, but the hosts held 
firm through six agonising 
minutes of stoppage time.

As fans poured onto the 
pitch chanting “Silkmen! 
Silkmen!”, Rooney struggled 
to put the moment into words. 
“You always have that little 
hope in the FA Cup,” he said. 
“But I didn’t think it was pos-
sible. We were incredible 
from the first minute.”

For Palace, winners of the 
FA Cup for the first time last 
season, it was a humbling af-
ternoon. Manager Oliver 
Glasner admitted he was at a 
loss to explain the perfor-
mance, while captain Marc 
Guéhi stayed behind to face 
travelling supporters.

In a competition built on 
romance, Macclesfield en-
sured this was a day football 
will long remember.

Sixth-tier Macclesfield stuns 
FA Cup holder Crystal 

Palace in monumental shock

Bears and Rams stage 
dramatic comebacks to 

reach NFL divisional round
CHICAGO, 
LOS ANGELES

 
The  NFL p layoff s 
opened with two thrill-
ing wild-card games, as 
the Chicago Bears and 
Los Angeles  Rams 
staged stunning late 
comebacks to advance to 
the divisional round.

The Bears (12-6) 
overcame a 21-3 half-
time deficit to defeat the 
Green Bay Packers 31-
27, marking Chicago’s 
first playoff victory 
since 2010. Trailing 27-
16 with under seven 
minutes remaining, 
quarterback Caleb Wil-
liams orchestrated a re-
markable turnaround, 
throwing two touchdown 
passes in the final min-
utes. His 25-yard strike 
to D.J. Moore put the 
B e a r s a h e a d 
with 1 : 4 3 

lef t . 

Green Bay’s quarterback 
Jordan Love attempted a 
last-second Hail Mary 
into the end zone, but it 
was knocked down, seal-
ing the win. Williams 
finished with 361 pass-
ing yards, two touch-
downs, and two inter-
ceptions, propelling the 
No. 2 seed Bears into a 
showdown against the 
Rams or Philadelphia 
Eagles next weekend.

Meanwhile, the Rams 
( 1 3 - 5 )  n e e d e d  a 
last-minute heroics to 
topple the Carolina Pan-
thers 34-31. All-Pros 
Matthew Stafford and 
Puka Nacua combined to 
deliver a decisive 19-
yard touchdown pass to 
Colby Parkinson in the 
closing moments. De-
spite opening with a 
14-0 lead, the Rams al-
lowed the Panthers (8-
10) to claw back to 17-
14 at halftime. Carolina 
even led in the third 
quarter before Los An-
geles regained control, 
completing a comeback 
that defied expectations, 

as the Rams were 
heavy double-digit 
favorites.

Both victories un-
derscored the unpre-
dictability and dra-
ma of NFL playoff 
football, with veter-
an leadership and 
clutch performances 
shaping outcomes. 
The Bears’ improb-
able rally and the 
Rams’ last-minute 
heroics set up an 
exciting NFC divi-
s i o n a l  r o u n d , 
where both teams 
will aim to carry 
their momentum 

forward on the road 
to the conference 

championship.

Golden Knights goalie Carter Hart sidelined 
week to week with lower-body injury

LAS VEGAS
 

Vegas Golden Knights goalie 
Carter Hart has been ruled out 
week to week with a low-
er-body injury, head coach 
Bruce Cassidy confirmed 
ahead of the team’s home 
game against the St. Louis 
Blues. Hart sustained the in-
jury during the first period of 
Thursday’s 5-3 victory over 
Columbus.

In his absence, Akira 
Schmid will start against the 
Blues. Schmid has posted a 
2.51 goals-against average 
and a .895 save percentage 
this season. To provide further 
depth, Vegas called up Carl 
Lindbom from their AHL af-
filiate in Henderson, Nevada. 
Lindbom has seven appear-
ances for the Golden Knights 
this season, going 1-4-2 with 

a 3.14 GAA and .870 save 
percentage.

“Akira has done a really 
good job for us,” Cassidy 
said. “We liked what he did 
last year, and we hoped that 
would translate this season. 
With Carl, there was some 
unknown in his first call-up. 
He got a taste of NHL shoot-
ers, experienced the differ-
ence between the NHL and 
the AHL, and he’s played well 
back in Henderson.” Lindbom 
has a 6-3-3 record in Hender-
son with a 2.08 GAA and a 
.926 save percentage.

The Golden Knights are 
now without their top two 
goalies, though Adin Hill has 
been practicing. Hill, who 
led Vegas to a Stanley Cup 
three years ago, played only 
five games this season be-
fore also suffering a low-

er-body injury. Cassidy said 
the team should have clari-
ty on Hill’s return by 
Tuesday.

Before his injury, 
Hart was 5-3-3 with a 
3.28 GAA and a .871 
save percentage. 
Signed in October, 
Hart made his first 
NHL appearance in 
nearly two years 
on December 2 in 
a 4-3 win over 
Chicago. Hart was 
also among five 
2018 Canadian 
world junior play-
ers acquitted of 
sexual assault in 
July and was the 
first of the group to 
sign an NHL con-
tract—a two-year, $4 million 
deal effective October 15.

Arsenal hire 
throw-in 

specialist Thomas 
Gronnemark

LONDON
 

Arsenal have turned to 
throw-in expert Thomas 
Gronnemark in a bid to im-
prove their long-throw 
game. The Danish coach, 
who served as Liverpool’s 
throw-in specialist under 
Jurgen Klopp between 
2018 and 2023, has also 
worked with Brentford on a 
consultancy basis, helping 
the west London club be-
come the Premier League’s 
most effective team at scor-
ing from long throws.

Gronnemark’s work with 
Brentford has seen the Bees 
net nine goals from long 
throws since the start of 
last season, while Arsenal 
have failed to score from 
any during the same period. 
His arrival at Arsenal, in a 
consultancy rather than 
full-time capacity, reflects 
the club’s growing interest 
in set-piece and throw-in 
innovation.

Nikhat, Lovlina clinch gold as 
Jadumani shines at Senior 

National Boxing Championships
CHENNAI 

 
India’s leading women boxers 
Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina 
Borgohain lived up to expec-
tations, while emerging talent 
Jadumani Singh announced 
his arrival on the big stage by 
winning gold on the final day 
of the Senior National Boxing 
Championships at Gautam 
Buddha University in Greater 
Noida. The much-anticipated 
men’s 50–55kg final saw Jad-
umani Singh produce a dom-
inant display to outclass expe-
rienced campaigner Pawan 
Bartwal 5-0, clinching his 
maiden senior national title. 
Calm under pressure and 
sharp with his combinations, 
the young boxer controlled 
the bout from start to finish, 
underlining his promise as 
one of the country’s brightest 
prospects.In the women’s sec-
tion, two-time world champi-
on Nikhat Zareen stamped her 
authority in the 48–51kg fi-
nal, registering a comprehen-
sive 5-0 victory over Hary-
ana’s Nitu. Nikhat’s speed, 

movement and tactical matu-
rity proved decisive as she 
added another national gold to 
her growing list of accolades.

Tokyo Olympics bronze 
medallist Lovlina Borgohain 
also returned to the top of the 
podium, defeating Sanamacha 
Chanu Thokchom of Rail-
ways to win the women’s 
70–75kg title. Lovlina’s com-
posed performance reflected 
her experience, as she dictat-
ed the pace to secure gold 
comfortably.

The Services Sports Con-
trol Board (SSCB) emerged 
as the overall champions, top-
ping the medals tally with an 
impressive 12 gold medals 
across men’s and women’s 
categories. SSCB boxers 
claimed nine golds in the 
men’s competition and three 
in the women’s section, un-
derlining their depth and 
dominance.

Among other notable re-
sults, SSCB’s Aditya Pratap 
edged out Abhinash Jamwal 
of Himachal Pradesh 3-2 in 
the men’s 60–65kg final.
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South Korea Pushes Nvidia to Set Up R&D Centre 
SEOUL

South Korea’s science minis-
try said on Sunday that it has 
shared its views with Nvidia 
on the swift establishment of 
a research and development 
centre in the country, signal-
ling a major push to strength-
en national capabilities in ar-
tificial intelligence. The move 
reflects Seoul’s broader strat-
egy to position itself as a 
global hub for advanced AI 
research, development, and 
innovation.

According to the Ministry 
of Science and ICT, Second 
Vice Science Minister Ryu Je-
myung met Jay Puri, Execu-
tive Vice President at Nvidia, 
in California. During the 
meeting, both sides agreed on 
the importance of promptly 

setting up Nvidia’s research 
and development facility in 
South Korea. They also dis-
cussed measures to jointly 
nurture artificial intelligence 
startups, including coopera-

tion in talent development, 
research collaboration, and 
technology commercialisa-
tion.

The ministry said the pro-
posed R&D centre would play 

a critical role in strengthening 
South Korea’s AI ecosystem 
by enabling closer collabora-
tion between Nvidia and do-
mestic companies, universi-
ties, and research institutes. It 
would also support the coun-
try’s long-term objective of 
achieving technological 
self-reliance in key future in-
dustries.

Meanwhile, South Korean 
internet and technology giant 
Naver announced that it has 
built the country’s largest ar-
tificial intelligence computing 
cluster powered by Nvidia’s 
next-generation B200 Black-
well graphics processing units 
(GPUs). The newly launched 
B200 4K Cluster provides 
computing capabilities on a 
global scale and is expected 
to significantly enhance Nav-

er’s AI research and service 
development.

In a press release, Naver 
said the cluster will support 
the development of its propri-
etary foundation models and 
facilitate broader applications 
of AI technologies across in-
dustries. The infrastructure is 
designed for large-scale par-
allel processing and high-
speed communications, offer-
ing performance comparable 
to that of the world’s top 500 
supercomputers.

Naver Chief Executive Of-
ficer Choi Soo-yeon de-
scribed the development as a 
milestone for the country’s AI 
ambitions. This AI infrastruc-
ture is a meaningful step in 
strengthening national AI 
competitiveness and self-reli-
ance, she said. 

NVIDIA KOREA AI
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Adani Group to invest 
Rs 1.5 lakh crore in 
Gujarat’s Kachchh

India’s rice exports jump 
19.4 pc after curbs lifted

NSE CEO calls Tirupati 
darshan a ‘good omen’ 
after SEBI IPO update

Ahmedabad
The Adani Group will in-
vest Rs 1.5 lakh crore in 

Gujarat’s Kachchh region 
over the next five years, 

underlining its long-term 
commitment to the state, 
Adani Ports and SEZ Lim-

ited Managing Director 
Karan Adani said on Sun-
day. The investments re-
flect India’s message to 

the world that economic 
growth, climate responsi-
bility and energy security 

can move forward togeth-
er, Karan Adani said. In his 

remarks at an event in 
Rajkot, attended by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, 
he said Gujarat is not just 
a state of investment for 
the Adani Group, but the 

very foundation of its 
journey.

NEW DELHI

India’s rice exports rose 
sharply by 19.4 per cent last 
year to reach the second-high-
est level on record, after the 
government lifted all export 
curbs. 

The removal of restrictions 
made Indian rice more com-
petitive in global markets and 
helped the country strengthen 
its position as the world’s 

largest exporter of the staple 
grain, as per reports. The 
strong return of Indian rice to 
international markets led to a 
steady flow of supplies, 
which in turn reduced exports 
from rival producers such as 
Thailand and Vietnam. This 
surge in availability pushed 
rice prices in Asia to their 
lowest levels in nearly a de-
cade.

Mumbai
Ashishkumar Chauhan, 
Managing Director and 

Chief Executive Officer of 
the National Stock Ex-

change (NSE), on Sunday 
visited Tirupati with his 

family and offered prayers 
at the temple of Lord 

Venkateshwara, seeking 
blessings for the ex-

change, its members, 
shareholders and the 

country. Speaking about 
the visit, Chauhan said 
the darshan took place 

early in the morning and 
described it as a deeply 
fulfilling experience. He 
noted that prayers were 

offered for the well-being 
of NSE and for the broad-

er growth of the nation.

Uniper Nears Green 
Ammonia Deal with India 

Germany’s Uniper is close to sealing a green ammonia 
deal with India, boosting clean energy cooperation

NEW DELHI

Germany’s state-owned ener-
gy major Uniper SE is close 
to signing an agreement to 
procure green ammonia from 
India, a move expected to sig-
nificantly strengthen clean 
energy ties between the two 
countries. Reports indicate 
that the deal could be final-
ised around the time of Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz’s visit to India next 
week.

Green ammonia, produced 
using renewable electricity, is 
a critical feedstock for manu-
facturing green hydrogen—an 
energy source that Germany 
is increasingly relying on to 
reduce its dependence on fos-
sil fuels and meet ambitious 
climate targets. While the ex-
act volume of green ammonia 
involved in the proposed 
agreement has not been dis-
closed, the deal is seen as part 
of Uniper’s broader strategy 

to diversify its energy supply 
base and secure long-term ac-
cess to clean fuels.

Uniper, which was spun off 
from E.ON in 2016 and be-
came state-owned in 2022 
amid Europe’s energy crisis, 
plays a pivotal role in ensur-
ing energy security across the 
continent. The company oper-
ates in several countries, in-
cluding Germany, the UK, 
Sweden, and the Netherlands, 
and has been ramping up in-
vestments in hydrogen and 
other sustainable energy solu-
tions as it targets carbon neu-
trality by 2040.

India, meanwhile, is fast 

emerging as a global hub for 
green ammonia and green hy-
drogen production. Backed by 
the National Green Hydrogen 
Mission, several large-scale 
projects are under develop-
ment across the country. Odi-
sha has become a key centre, 
with companies such as 
ACME and Avaada setting up 
major green ammonia plants. 
In addition, AM Green is de-
veloping a large export-fo-
cused project at Kakinada.

These projects are designed 
to cater to India’s domestic 
fertiliser demand while also 
supplying overseas markets, 
including Europe and Japan, 
at competitive prices. For 
Germany, sourcing green am-
monia from India offers a 
pathway to scale up clean hy-
drogen use while diversifying 
imports beyond traditional 
suppliers. Chancellor Merz 
will be on a two-day visit to 
India starting on the 12th of 
this month. 

Russia–India Business Dialogue 
Highlights Economic Cooperation 

MOSCOW

The XVI Russia–India Busi-
ness Dialogue, held in Mos-
cow, witnessed participation 
from more than 1,250 dele-
gates and reaffirmed the 
steady expansion of economic 
cooperation between the two 
countries. Participants ob-
served that the development of 
Russia–India ties and the im-
plementation of joint business 
initiatives will continue on ma-
jor international platforms, in-
cluding the St. Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum 
(SPIEF), scheduled to take 
place from June 3 to 6.

The high-level Dialogue 
was jointly organised by the 
Indian Business Alliance, the 
Business Council for Cooper-
ation with India, the Moscow 
Government, and the Roscon-
gress Foundation. During the 
plenary session, speakers and 
delegates deliberated on the 
key directions of bilateral co-
operation, focusing on resolv-
ing trade-related issues and 
identifying new opportunities 
to balance Russia–India trade, 

according to an article pub-
lished in Modern Diplomacy.

Key themes discussed in-
cluded ensuring logistics and 
financial resilience amid glob-
al uncertainties, expanding 
industrial cooperation, promot-
ing import substitution, and 
strengthening partnerships in 
energy, technology, and inno-
vation. The Dialogue also ex-
plored the implementation of 
joint projects across critical 
sectors such as industry, ener-
gy, pharmaceuticals, and the 
digital economy, reflecting the 
broadening scope of engage-
ment between the two nations.

Moscow government Minis-
ter and Head of the city’s De-
partment for External Eco-
nomic and International Rela-
tions, Sergey Cheremin, high-

lighted the steady growth in 
business activity and the prac-
tical orientation of bilateral 
cooperation. He noted that 
Russia–India contacts have 
gained strong momentum, 
with more than 50 joint busi-
ness events held over the past 
year. According to him, the 
current focus lies on the local-
isation of Indian businesses in 
Russia, deeper industrial coop-
eration, pharmaceuticals, elec-
tronics, creative industries, and 
the expansion of mutual in-
vestments and high-tech prod-
uct supplies.

Echoing these views, Indian 
Business Alliance President 
Sammy Kotwani emphasised 
the pragmatic nature of Indian 
companies’ interest in Russia. 
He said the Dialogue reflects a 
new stage of strategic partner-
ship—practical, regionally fo-
cused, and aimed at delivering 
concrete outcomes. Kotwani 
pointed out that the large turn-
out and active participation of 
Russian regions demonstrate a 
high level of trust and long-
term commitment between 
businesses from both sides.

Russia–India Business 
Dialogue in Moscow 

underscored growing 
bilateral cooperation 

and future joint 
projects on global 

platforms

CII has urged calibrated privatisation in Union Budget 2026–27 to unlock PSU value and boost growth

CII Urges Calibrated Privatisation 
NEW DELHI

The apex business chamber 
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) has called on the 
Central government to adopt 
a  ca l i b r a t ed  and  fo r-
ward-looking approach to pri-
vatisation as part of its pro-
posals for the Union Budget 
2026–27. The chamber said 
such a strategy would help 
mobilise resources, unlock the 
latent value of public sector 
enterprises (PSEs), and allow 
the government to focus more 
effectively on its core func-
tions.

Highlighting the growing 
role of private enterprise in 
India’s economic expansion, 
CII Director General Chan-

drajit Banerjee said that In-
dia’s growth story is increas-
ingly being driven by entre-
preneurship, innovation, and 
private investment. A for-
ward-looking privatisation 
policy, aligned with the vision 
of Viksit Bharat, will 
enable the govern-
ment to focus on its 
core functions while 
empowering the pri-
vate sector to acceler-
ate industrial transfor-
mation and job cre-
ation, he said.

Against this backdrop, CII 
has urged the government to 
accelerate the implementation 
of its Strategic Disinvestment 
Policy. This policy envisages 
a complete exit from PSEs 

operating in non-strategic sec-
tors, while retaining only a 
minimal presence in those 
deemed strategic. According 
to CII, faster and more deci-
sive action on disinvestment 
is essential to improve effi-

ciency, attract capi-
tal, and reduce the 
fiscal burden on the 
exchequer.

To strengthen and 
expedite the privati-
sation programme, 
CII has outlined a 

comprehensive four-pronged 
strategy. The first and key 
recommendation is a shift to-
wards a demand-based ap-
proach for selecting PSEs for 
privatisation. 

Currently, the government 

identifies specific enterprises 
for sale and then invites in-
vestor interest. However, 
when adequate demand or de-
s i red  va lua t ion  i s  not 
achieved, the process often 
slows down or stalls.

CII has suggested reversing 
this sequence by first gauging 
investor interest across a wid-
er pool of public sector enter-
prises. Based on the level of 
demand and valuation expec-
tations, the government could 
then prioritise those enterpris-
es that are more likely to at-
tract credible investors. Ac-
cording to the industry body, 
such an approach would en-
sure smoother execution, re-
duce delays, and lead to better 
price discovery.

Signature Global’s Q3 
sales bookings fall 27 pc
NEW DELHI

Realty firm Signature Global 
on Sunday reported a sharp 
decline in its sales bookings 
for the December quarter, 
even as the housing market 
usually sees strong demand 
during the festive season. The 
Gurugram-based company 
said its sales bookings fell 27 
per cent to Rs 2,020 crore in 
the October–December quar-
ter, compared to Rs 2,770 
crore in the same period last 
financial year, according to its 
stock exchange filing.

The company sold 408 
housing units during the quar-
ter, a steep drop from 1,518 
units sold a year ago. In terms 
of area, sales bookings de-
clined to 1.44 million square 
feet from 2.49 million square 
feet in the year-ago period.

The October–December 
quarter is typically considered 
strong for real estate sales due 
to festivals, but Signature 
Global did not cite any specif-
ic reason for the slowdown in 
its regulatory filing.

One possible factor behind 
the lower numbers could be 
the timing of project launch-
es. The company rolled out a 

major housing project on 
Dwarka Expressway only to-
wards the end of December, 
which may have limited sales 
during the quarter.

For the first nine months of 
the current financial year, Sig-
nature Global’s sales book-
ings dropped 23 per cent to 
Rs 6,680 crore, compared to 
Rs 8,670 crore in the same 
period last financial year.

During this period, the 
company sold 1,746 units, 
down from 3,539 units a year 
earlier, Signature Global said.

Commenting on the perfor-
mance, Chairman Pradeep 
Kumar Aggarwal said the 
company delivered a healthy 
performance in the first nine 
months of FY26, supported 
by steady demand in its key 
micro-markets. He added that 
the launch of its wellness-fo-
cused premium project, Sar-
vam at DXP Estate on Dwar-
ka Expressway, received en-
couraging response, reflecting 
changing buyer preferences.

Signature Global had re-
corded sales bookings of Rs 
10,290 crore in the last finan-
cial year, making it the 
fifth-largest listed real estate 
developer by sales.

NEW DELHI

Analysts on Sunday said that 
foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) will turn buyers in In-
dia with positive develop-
ments on the US-India trade 
agreement and uptick in earn-
ings growth, which will im-
prove investor sentiment. FII 
investment in early 2026 has 
begun with the continuation 
of the trend of the previous 
year.

In 2025, FIIs had net sold 
equity for Rs 166,283 crore, 
impacting the performance of 
the Indian market and also 
weakening the rupee by about 
5 per cent. At the beginning 
of 2026, the expectation was 
that FIIs will turn buyers on 
improvement in GDP growth 
and corporate earnings, said 
Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief 
Investment Strategist, Geojit 
Investments Ltd.

Also, the market expecta-

tion was that the much de-
layed US-India treaty will 
materialise early in the year.

But geopolitical develop-
ments took a turn for the 
worse with the US interven-
tion in Venezuela and absence 
of positive developments on 
the trade talks. Some negative 
comments from the US com-
merce secretary gave the im-
pression that the trade agree-
ment will be further delayed, 
he noted.

This impacted the market 
sentiments and FIIs continued 
selling by increasing the vol-
ume of selling in the last two 
trading days.

The total FII selling (cash 
market) through January 9 
stood at Rs 11,784 crore.

The market sentiments have 
turned weak that despite DII 
buying of Rs 17,900 crore in 
January through 9, Nifty drift-
ed down by 618 points in the 
week ending January 9.

The sell-off last week was 
broad-based, with cyclical 
and policy-sensitive sectors 
bearing the brunt of the cor-
rection.

Energy, metals, and realty 
stocks emerged as the top lag-
gards, weighed down by con-
cerns over global trade disrup-
tions, commodity demand un-
certainty, and risk-off position-
ing. Banking stocks also de-
clined, with Bank Nifty under-
performing the broader market 
amid cautious sentiment and 
persistent FII selling, said Ajit 
Mishra – SVP, Research, Re-
ligare Broking Ltd.

FIIs to turn buyers in India over positive 
developments on US-India trade deal

Musk to open new X algorithm 
for public in seven days

WASHINGTON

Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon 
Musk has said that he will 
open the new X algorithm to 
the public in seven days. It 
will include all code for or-
ganic and advertising post 
recommendations. We will 
publish the full algorithm in a 
week. Still much to improve. 
It’s just trying to show you 
what you are most likely to 
find interesting. The goal is to 
maximise unregretted us-
er-seconds, Musk said.

This will be repeated every 
4 weeks, with comprehensive 
developer notes, to help you 
understand what changed, he 
posted on X. The world’s 
richest man didn’t say why X 
was making its algorithm 
open source. He and the com-
pany have clashed several 
times with regulators over 
content being shown to users.

The decision comes as the 
European Commission has 
decided to extend a retention 
order sent to X last year, 
which related to algorithms 
and dissemination of illegal 

content. Some X users had 
previously complained that 
they were receiving fewer 
posts on the social media plat-
form from people they follow.

In October, Musk con-
firmed in a post on X that the 
company had found a signifi-
cant bug in the platform’s For 
You algorithm and pledged a 
fix. The company has also 
been working to incorporate 
more artificial intelligence 
into its recommendation algo-
rithm for X, using Grok.

Meanwhile, Musk’s artifi-
cial intelligence startup, xAI, 
has announced the completion 
of a $20 billion funding round 
from investors including 
Nvidia, Valor Equity Partners 
and the Qatar Investment Au-
thority. The company did not 
disclose individual investment 
amounts or the split between 
debt and equity, and named 
Stepstone Group, Fidelity 
Management & Research, 
MGX, Baron Capital Group 
and Cisco Systems Inc.’s in-
vestment group among other 
investors who participated in 
the funding.
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SABALENKA wins Brisbane final 
amid frosty exchange with Kostyuk
World number one Aryna Sabalenka clinches Brisbane title amid tense final exchange

Kohli retired from Tests 
early but hunger to continue 

till 2027 WC: Donald
CAPE TOWN

 
South African pace legend 
Allan Donald believes Virat 
Kohli retired from Test crick-
et a little earlier than expected 
but feels the Indian batting 
stalwart has enough hunger 
and drive to continue at the 
highest level until the 2027 
ODI World Cup.

Donald, who shared 
a close working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h  K o h l i 
du r ing  h i s 
stint as bowl-
ing coach of 
Royal Chal-
lengers Ben-
galuru in the 
IPL between 
2014 and 2015, 
cited the former In-
dia captain’s unmatched 
work ethic as the biggest rea-
son behind his confidence.

“You know, I don’t think 
I’ve ever seen hunger in a 
player other than Virat. I’ve 
got massive respect for him,” 
Donald told a select media 
gathering on the sidelines of 
the SA20 league. “I often talk 
about him in dressing rooms 
while discussing what it 
means to be a champion train-

er. There’s no one 
that trains as hard 
as him. He’s just a 

machine.”
The 59-year-old 

former fast bowler ad-
mitted that Kohli’s absence 
from the longest format is still 
felt. “I actually miss him in 
the Test match arena. I think 
he’s retired too early,” Donald 
said. “But there’s no doubt in 
my mind that we’ll see him in 
the white-ball arena, especial-
ly in the World Cup, very, 
very soon.”

Donald also shared his 
views on South Africa’s pros-
pects in the upcoming T20 

World Cup, co-hosted by In-
dia and Sri Lanka. He de-
scribed the Proteas squad as 
balanced and capable of chal-
lenging the best, while noting 
the difficulty bowlers face on 
Indian wickets. “I think India 
has the best T20 wickets on 
the planet. The skill level of 
batting has gone to another 
level,” he said, adding that 
smart bowling would be key 
to success.Praising the growth 
of the SA20 league, Donald 
expressed optimism about its 
future, calling it South Afri-
ca’s closest equivalent to the 
IPL and a vital platform for 
emerging talent.

South 
African 

great Allan 
Donald lauds Virat 

Kohli’s hunger, 
fitness and 
longevity 
mindset.

‘Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
make life easier’: SHUBMAN GILL

HYDERABAD
 

India’s ODI captain Shubman Gill 
lavished praise on senior batters Vi-
rat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, saying 
their presence in the team makes a 

captain’s job significantly 
easier, especially in 

high-pressure situa-
t ions .  Gi l l  de-

scribed Rohit as 
one of the great-

est openers in 
the history 

of one-day 
c r i c k e t 
a n d 
Kohli as 
among 
the fin-
est ODI 
bat ters 

the game 
has ever seen. The 
young captain under-
lined the value of 
their experience and 
leadership,  even 
though neither cur-
rently holds a formal 
captaincy role.

“Among the two 
players you have 
named, one is the 
greatest opener of 
all time in ODIs, 

and Virat bhai is one of the greatest 
ODI batters ever,” Gill said. “Having 
these two people in your team makes 
your life a lot easier. Whenever you 
are in a challenging situation, you can 
go to them for input.”

Gill explained that both Kohli and 
Rohit have repeatedly dealt with 
pressure situations across formats and 
conditions, making their deci-
sion-making insights invaluable. 
“They’ve often been in those situa-
tions, so you can understand how 
they think or what they would do. 
That piece of information is very 
valuable for any captain,” he added.

Gill said India’s focus would be on 
fielding their strongest possible XI 
and finding the best combinations, 
regardless of the opposition’s 
strength. “We don’t look at whether 
the opposition is at full strength or 
not. We want to play at full strength 
and find the best combinations,” he 
said. Gill also spoke about conditions 
in India, noting that bowling second 
can be particularly challenging due to 
dew. He stressed that successfully 
defending targets in such situations 
would be a major confidence booster 
for the team.

“If we can defend totals despite the 
dew and find combinations where 
bowlers can step up in those condi-
tions, it will give us a lot of confi-
dence going forward,” Gill said.

AIFF asks ISL clubs to send details 
of venues for home matches

NEW DELHI
 

The All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) has asked Indian 
Super League (ISL) clubs to 
submit details of the venues 
where they intend to host 
their home matches by Mon-
day noon, as preparations 
gather pace for the delayed 
2025–26 season, scheduled to 
kick off on February 14.

In a letter addressed to the 
clubs, the AIFF thanked them 
for “agreeing to participate in 
principle in the Indian Super 
League” and said the venue 
details were crucial for final-
ising the match schedule and 
commercial arrangements. 
The communication was is-
sued by AIFF Deputy General 
Secretary M Satyanarayan.

“We would like to reiterate 
the AIFF’s proposal to organ-
ise the 2025–26 season of the 
ISL with co-operation from 
the participating clubs,” the 
letter stated. 

“In order to assist AIFF fi-
nalise broadcast partners, 
commercial rights partners 
and the fixtures for the up-
coming season, we request 
you to confirm the details of 
the venue that you will play 
your home matches at, not lat-
er than 12 noon on January 

12, 2026.” The ISL was earli-
er put on hold due to the ab-
sence of a commercial part-
ner. On Tuesday, Union 
Sports Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya announced that 
the league would resume on 
February 14, with all 14 clubs 
expected to participate. If all 
teams take part, the top-tier 
league will feature 91 match-
es on a home-and-away basis.

The AIFF said that once 
venue confirmations and the 
required deposits are re-
ceived, it will share a draft 
governance framework for the 
ISL, issue draft requests for 
proposals (RFPs) to appoint 
broadcast and commercial 
rights partners, and begin 
work on fixtures and related 
matters. 

The federation also plans to 
seek exemptions from the 
Asian Football Confederation 
regarding ACL 2 slots.

Financially, the AIFF pro-
posed a total budget of Rs 
24.26 crore for the season, 
with an initial contribution of 
Rs 9.77 crore from the feder-
ation and Rs 1 crore from 
each participating club. The 
AIFF has earlier said clubs 
may pay the participation fee 
in instalments up to June 
2026, if required.

Junior Hockey 
Coach Arrested for 

Raping Minor in 
Haryana’s Rewari

REWARI
 

A junior hockey coach faces 
arrest after allegedly raping a 
minor girl in Rewari district, 
Haryana, leading to her preg-
nancy and subsequent miscar-
riage, police confirmed.

The incident surfaced when 
a 17-year-old Class 12 student 
from a local village lodged a 
complaint at Khol police sta-
tion on January 9. The victim, 
an aspiring hockey player, 
had known the coach for three 
years through her training at a 
stadium. She accused him of 
assaulting her in the facility's 
bathroom about four months 
ago. The assault resulted in 
her pregnancy. On January 5, 
her health worsened due to a 
miscarriage, prompting her 
family to rush her to a hospi-
tal. This tragic turn prompted 
her to come forward.

Rewari police swiftly regis-
tered a First Information Re-
port (FIR) under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act and 
relevant sections of the Indian 
Penal Code. "We arrested the 
accused coach immediately," 
a police spokesperson stated. 
"After court appearance, we 
secured two days' remand to 
interrogate him thoroughly."

This case echoes a recent 
scandal in Faridabad, where 
another 17-year-old shooter 
accused a senior shooting 
coach of sexual assault 
during National Champion-
ships, highlighting vulnera-
bilities in India's sports train-
ing ecosystem.

Coca-Cola brings iconic FIFA World Cup Trophy to India after 12 years
NEW DELHI

 
The original FIFA World 
Cup Trophy arrived in India 
on Sunday as part of the 
FIFA World Cup™ Trophy 
Tour by Coca-Cola, mark-
ing its return to the country 
after a gap of 12 years 
ahead of the FIFA World 
Cup 2026. As the exclusive 
partner of the Trophy Tour, 
Coca-Cola reaffirmed its 
long-standing association 
with global football by 
bringing one of sport’s 
most recognisable symbols 
closer to Indian fans.

The tour began with a 
FIFA Charter Landing and 
the official unveiling of the 
trophy at the Taj Mahal Ho-

tel on Man Singh Road in 
New Delhi. The event was 
attended by Union Minister 
of Youth Affairs and Sports 
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, 
FIFA legend and former 
Brazilian World Cup win-
ner Gilberto D’Silva, sports 
historian and author Boria 
Majumdar, and senior lead-
ership from Coca-Cola In-
dia and Southwest Asia, 
including President Sanket 
Ray.

Speaking at the event, Dr 
Mandaviya said sports had 
emerged as a national prior-
ity under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, highlighting its role 
in building discipline, con-
fidence and character 

among the youth. He added 
that the FIFA World Cup 
Trophy Tour aligns with In-
dia’s ambition to become 
one of the world’s top five 
sporting nations by 2047 
and supports the broader 
vision of a Viksit Bharat.

Sanket Ray noted that In-
dian sport is entering a de-
fining phase, driven by in-
creased participation, im-
proved infrastructure and 
stronger global engage-
ment. He credited sustained 
government initiatives for 
enabling access and grass-
roots development, adding 
that Coca-Cola’s partner-
ship with FIFA helps bring 
landmark sporting moments 
to Indian consumers.

The FIFA World Cup 
Trophy Tour by Coca-Cola 
is built on a partnership 
spanning over five decades. 
During its global journey, 
the trophy will visit 30 
FIFA member associations 
across 75 stops over 150 
tour days.

Made of 18-carat solid 
gold and weighing 6.175 
kg, the iconic trophy was 
designed in 1974. Reflect-
ing a community-first ap-
proach, Coca-Cola India 
h a s  i n t e g r a t e d  i t s 
#MaidaanSaaf initiative 
into the tour, promoting re-
sponsible waste manage-
ment through recycling 
stations and trained volun-
teers at public events.

Women’s HIL: Pipers crack the shootout 
puzzle against Tigers, emerge champions

RANCHI 
 

Sofie Gierts’ tactical acumen 
finally delivered when it mat-
tered most as SG Pipers over-
came Shrachi Bengal Tigers 
in a tense penalty shootout to 
clinch the Women’s Hockey 
India League title at the Ma-
rang Gomke Jaipal Singh Sta-
dium. Locked at 1-1 after reg-
ulation time, the final drifted 
into a dramatic shootout — 
the third sudden-death meet-
ing between the two sides this 
season. Having lost the previ-
ous two such encounters 

against the Tigers, Pipers 
found redemption when Lola 
Riera calmly converted the 
decisive penalty stroke, seal-
ing a 3-2 shootout win and 
completing a remarkable turn-
around for a team that had 
finished last in the previous 
edition. The match itself was 
played at a frenetic pace from 
the opening whistle. Pipers 
nearly struck within the first 
two minutes when Ishika’s 
sharp cross found Jyoti Singh, 
but the Indian junior captain 
failed to capitalise. Juana 
Castellaro tested Tigers goal-

keeper Jennifer Rizzo soon 
after, but the American stood 
firm to keep the scores level.

Against the run of play, it 
was Bengal Tigers who drew 
first blood in the second quar-
ter. Vandana Katariya’s ag-
gressive high press forced an 
error, and Lalremsiami pun-
ished Pipers with a thunder-
ous strike that ripped into the 
roof of the net.

Pipers pushed hard for an 
equaliser,  with skipper 
Navneet Kaur coming agonis-
ingly close in the third quarter 
as her effort skimmed wide.

Alexander Bublik 
secures Top 10 

debut after 
capturing Hong 

Kong title
HONG KONG	

 
Alexander Bublik en-
joyed a landmark 
moment in his ca-
reer on Sunday as 
he clinched the 
Hong Kong Open 
title and, in the 
p r o c e s s ,  c o n -
firmed his debut in 
the ATP Top 10 
r a n k i n g s . T h e 
28-year-old defeat-
ed seventh-ranked 
Lorenzo Musetti 
7-6 (2), 6-3 in the 
final to claim his 
first ATP title of the 
season. When the up-
dated rankings are re-
leased on Monday, 
Bublik will rise from 
No. 11 to No. 10, be-
coming the first player 
representing Kazakhstan 
to break into the men’s Top 
10. “Well, I have no words,” 
Bublik said after the match. 
“The only goal for this season 
was to achieve the Top 10, and 
in the first week I’m winning 
the title and I’m already there. 
If you told me that last April, I 
would never believe you.” The 
breakthrough has been years in 
the making. Bublik first en-
tered the Top 100 in 2017, 
reached the Top 50 in 2019, 
broke into the Top 20 in 2024 
and now joins the sport’s elite. 
His rise has been fuelled by a 
remarkable run of form, win-
ning 34 of his last 43 matches 
since May and lifting five ti-
tles in the past seven months 
— Halle, Gstaad, Kitzbuhel 
and Hangzhou in 2025, fol-
lowed by Hong Kong this year.

BRISBANE
 

Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka cap-
tured her second consecutive Bris-
bane International title on Sunday, 
defeating Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk 
6-4, 6-3 in a high-intensity final 
marked by a frosty post-match at-
mosphere. Appearing in the Bris-
bane final for the third straight year, 
the Belarusian looked comfortable 
on familiar ground at Pat Rafter 
Arena, closing out the contest in 
just 1 hour and 17 minutes. The vic-
tory was Sabalenka’s 22nd career 
title and a confident tune-up ahead 
of the Australian Open, which be-
gins on January 18. Kostyuk began 
aggressively, targeting Sabalenka’s 
second serve and using deft drop 
shots to recover an early break. For 

a brief period, the Ukrainian unset-
tled the world No. 1 with her vari-
ety and court craft. But Sabalenka’s 
trademark power and relentless in-
tensity soon took control, as she 
dictated from the baseline and 
clinched the opening set in 40 min-
utes under oppressive Brisbane hu-
midity. As the match wore on, the 
physical toll became evident. Sa-
balenka raised her level in the sec-
ond set, mixing heavy ground-
strokes with occasional touch to 
draw errors from Kostyuk. She did 
not drop a set all week en route to 
the title. The on-court tension resur-
faced after match point. Sabalenka 
kissed both biceps while looking 
toward Kostyuk, a gesture widely 
interpreted as a reference to past 
comments made by the Ukrainian.


