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Iran strikes India-bound ship in Hormuz

MEA condemned the attack, stating ‘India deplores’; the Thai-flagged cargo vessel, Mayuree Naree, was heading to Gujarat’s Kandla port.

TEHRAN

A Thai-flagged cargo ship
bound for India was struck by
a projectile in the strategic
Gulf shipping lane on
Wednesday, triggering a mas-
sive fire onboard and a rescue
operation for its crew as the
war between Iran and US rag-
es on.

This attack occurred amid
intense regional conflict in the
Middle East and shortly after
the Indian government an-
nounced it was securing alter-
native energy supplies due to
disruptions and 2 LNG car-
goes en route to India..

Attacked in Strait of Hormuz
Thai-registered bulk carrier
travelling through the Strait of
Hormuz was struck by a pro-
jectile, setting the vessel on
fire while it was en-route to
Gujarat’s Kandla port. It may
be noted that 70% of India’s
oil/cargo imports bypass
Strait of Hormuz.

The ship, identified as Ma-
yuree Naree, had departed
Khalifa Port in the United
Arab Emirates and was tran-
siting the narrow shipping
corridor when it was hit by
what authorities described as
an unknown projectile.

According to the Royal
Thai Navy, heavy smoke was
seen billowing from the ves-
sel’s hull and superstructure
following the strike. Images
released by the navy showed
life rafts deployed in the wa-
ter as the crew evacuated the
burning ship.

The vessel is a 178-metre
bulk carrier with a displace-
ment of about 30,000 tonnes
and is owned by Thai transport
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‘Deplore the fact’: India condemns attack
The Ministry of External Affairs on Wednesday evening
condemned the attack on Thai ship, Mayuree Naree,
which was bound for Gujarat’s Kandla, in the Strait of Hor-
muz, saying that “India deplores” the targeting of
commercial ships in the ongoing conflict in West Asia.
The Thai-flagged bulk carrier was reportedly struck by
“two projectiles of unknown origin” while sailing
through the Strait of Hormuz, triggering a fire, and
damaging the engine room, the ship’s Thai-listed opera-
tor, Precious Shipping, said in a statement.

company ‘Precious Shipping’.

Officials said 20 crew
members have been rescued,
while search efforts are con-
tinuing for three missing sail-
ors. The rescued crew mem-
bers were pulled from the
water after abandoning the
vessel. “The specific details
and cause of the attack are

currently under investiga-
tion,” the Thai navy said in a
statement.

Confirming the attack, the
Thailand Transport Ministry
on Wednesday stated a Thai
cargo ship was struck in the
Strait of Hormuz and three
out of the 23 crew members
aboard had gone missing.

Iranclaims
responsibility
for strike

Iran claimed respon-
sibility for the strike
on a Thai ship in the
Strait of Hormuz. Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards
said they fired at the
Thai-flagged ‘Mayuree
Naree’ bulk vessel in
the strait, as per Iranian
news agency ‘Tasnim..

4thshipto
beattacked

m Four commercial ships
were struck by “un-
known projectiles” in
the Strait of Hormuz on
Wednesday.

Crude oil supplies secure,2 LNG
cargoes enroute to India: Centre

New Delhi: India’s crude oil supply remains
secure even as regional tensions threaten
Gulf shipping lanes, with about 70% of
imports coming through alternative routes
and two cargoes en route to strengthen
the situation, said Sujata Sharma, Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas. “India’s crude supply remains
secure. Daily consumption is at 55 lakh
barrels. We have secured more than what
would normally have arrived through the
Hormuz during this period,” she added.

The MEA stated two Indians have died,
and one remains missing after merchant
vessels were attacked amid the ongoing

West Asia war. The casualties occurred

when Indian nationals were aboard
merchant vessels that were attacked in
conflict-hit waters. Several Indians have
sustained injuries in the Gulf region amid
the conflict, including one person hurt in
Israel and another injured in Dubai.

Kitchens switch
toinduction

India’s LPG crisis fuels 20x

jumpininduction stove sales

With the West Asia conflict hitting our fuel
lines, the LPG Crunch has taken a heavy
toll on Indian homes. As commercial
stocks vanish and domestic refills face a
25-day lock-in, thousands are ditching the
cylinder for the plug. Consequently, sales
of induction cooktops have spiked up to 20
times to 60%+ premiums in the black mar-
ket, leading to shortages on e-commerce
platforms like Amazon and Flipkart. Restau-
rants are rationing fuel, reducing menus, or
closing temporarily. Similar to pandemic-era
hoarding, consumers are opting for ‘panic
buying’ electric cooking alternatives, lead-
ing to stockouts. The LPG shortage has
caused panic, with some reports suggest-
ing high demand for alternatives.

Electric stove

ordersupby3x

Induction is now 30% cheaper than blackmarket LPG, which costs
(%913 official price - 1,500 street price for domestic cyliners) and

(1,883 official - 3,000 backmarket for commercial cylinders).

m ran continues its strikes
across the region, in-
cluding in Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, and Kuwait.

Tehran will “not allow even a
single litre of oil” to pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
to reach the US, Israel and
their partners. Any vessel or
tanker bound to them will be
a legitimate target.

—Ebrahim Zolfagari,
Spokesman for
Tehran’s Khatam al-Anbiya
Military Command HQ

No LPG crunch in Karnataka, avoid panic booking: Min

BENGALURU

Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Minister KH Mu-
niyappa on Wednesday said
there is no shortage of domestic
LPG cylinders in Karnataka, but
the supply of commercial cylin-
ders will face disruption.

After a meeting with offi-
cials of oil and gas companies,
including Indian Oil Corpora-

tion, Bharat Petroleum, Hindu-
stan Petroleum and GAIL
(India) Limited, he said the
ongoing West Asia conflict
has disrupted intern:
tional shipping route
specifically in the Gu
region.

He, however, clari-
fied that domestic LPG
supplies would remain
stable and urged con-

sumers not to panic or hoard
cylinders.

“Karnataka requires around
1,000 metric tonnes of com-
1ercial LPG daily,
vhich is equivalent to
ibout 50,000 commer-

cial cylinders (19 kg).
For domestic use, the
state needs about
5,000 metric tonnes or
nearly 3.5 lakh house-

hold cylinders (14.2 kg) dai-
ly,” the minister said, adding
that there was adequate supply
of cooking gas for domestic
purposes.

Muniyappa noted that India
produces only about 30% of
its LPG requirement, while the
remaining 60—-70% is import-
ed, of which a lion’s share of
share of supply comes from
the Gulf region.

DUBAI

As the conflict between Iran,
the US, and Israel enters its
12th day, Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) has issued a dire
warning, declaring economic
centres and banking facilities
linked to American and Israe-
li interests in the region as
legitimate military targets.

The threat, issued by the
IRGC-owned Khatam al-An-
biya Headquarters, follows a
deadly incident in Tehran
where an Iranian bank branch
was struck. Iranian state me-
dia described the attack as
“illegitimate and unusual,”
reporting that several employ-
ees were killed. In retaliation,
the IRGC has warned civil-
ians to remain at least one ki-
lometre away from banks as-
sociated with the two nations.

The scope of the conflict is
rapidly shifting toward an “in-
frastructure war.”

The IRGC-affiliated Tasnim

news agency has published a
list of corporate offices and
cloud-based service infrastruc-
tures - including those operated
by major technology firms like
Google, Microsoft, Palantir,
IBM, Nvidia, and Oracle, label-
ling them as new targets. These
facilities are reportedly located
across Israel and several Gulf
countries, signalling an expan-
sion of the battlefield.

The warning comes on the
heels of an Isracli strike on a
facility in Beirut suburbs
linked to the Hezbollah-affil-
iated Al-Qard Al-Hassan fi-
nancial institution. Israel
maintains that its operations
are aimed at dismantling Hez-
bollah’s operational capacity.

Iran on Wednesday ruled

out the possibility of reach-
ing a ceasefire with the US
and Israel, saying it intends

to continue responding to
attacks against the country.
“Certainly, we aren’t seeking a
ceasefire,” Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf
said on US social media
company X. “We believe the
aggressor must be punished
and taught a lesson that will
deter them from attacking Iran
again.” The Iranian speaker
accused Israel of perpetuating
arecurring pattern of conflict
and diplomacy. “The Zionist
regime (Israel) has consistent-
ly perpetuated a vicious cycle
of ‘war, negotiations, ceasefire,
then war again’ throughout

its disgusting history. We will
break this cycle,” he added.

QUICK READ

SCallows passive euthanasia for manin coma for 13 years

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed pas-
sive euthanasia for a 32-year-old man who has remained in a
permanent vegetative state for over a decade, in a first such
order, on a plea by his family members, after noting they have
exhausted every effort to care for him and continued to do so
with unwavering dedication. A bench of Justices J B Pardiwa-
la and KV Viswanathan said it is the first judicial implementa-
tion of its 2018 Common Cause judgment, which recognised
the right to die with dignity. On January 15, the court reserved
for judgment a plea by the family of Harish Rana, who has
been in a vegetative state for nearly 13 years, to withdraw
life-support to him. The bench said Harish, a young, bright
boy who met with a tragic, life-altering accident after falling
from the fourth floor of his paying guest accommodation.

CRPF unveils ‘Shoot House’ in Kashmir for elite training

SRINAGAR: The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has es-
tablished a high-tech ‘Shoot House’ in Kashmir to enhance
the specialised combat skills of its personnel. The facility is
designed for live-fire, close-quarter battle and room-entry
drills to prepare troops for high-risk operations. It features
ballistic-rated, modular walls that can be reconfigured to
simulate various real-life scenarios like hostage rescues. This
modern initiative aims to keep the CRPF operationally elite
against emerging security challenges in the region. “Equipped
with modern technology, the initiative aims to keep the force
operationally elite and better prepared for emerging security
challenges,” as per a CRPF statement. A ‘shoot house’, also
known as a ‘kill house’, is a specialised, highly secure training
structure designed for law enforcement and military personnel.

VES ON ‘ENTE KERALAM'

Modi unveils ‘Viksit Keralam’ roadmap in Kochi

KOCHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday sought
to reassure Keralites amid the
crisis in West Asia while un-
veiling the BJP’s vision for a
“Viksit Keralam”, as he
launched the NDA’s cam-
paign for the upcoming as-
sembly elections at a massive
rally at the Jawaharlal Nehru
International Stadium.

‘Govt won’t leave

Indians stranded’

Referring to the large Malay-
ali diaspora in the Gulf, Modi
said the situation in West Asia
had caused concern among
families in Kerala but assured
that the Union government

Yy

would stand firmly with Indi-
ans abroad.

“Whenever our countrymen
are in trouble overseas, we do
not abandon them. Our mis-
sions and embassies are operat-
ing 24/7 helplines, and we will
provide all help for our people
in the Gulf,” he said.

Stressing the government’s
commitment to boost renew-
able energy sources, he said
India was bringing down its
reliance on fossil fuels. In this
context, he pointed out the lay-
ing of the foundation stone for
a 50 MW floating solar power
project at West Kallada in Kol-
lam district earlier in an official
event in Kerala. The initiative
would strengthen Kerala’s re-
newable energy capacity and
contribute to the country’s
clean energy transition, he said.

‘BJP has larger

plan for Keralam’
Launching the BJP’s “Viksit
Keralam” campaign, he said
the party aimed to transform
Kerala into a hub of tourism,

talent, and technology. Kera-
la, he said, could emerge as
the country’s first choice des-
tination for wellness tourism,
destination weddings, con-
certs, and global conferences.

‘Keralam can be an IT hub’

Modi said the Centre had
been supporting the moderni-
sation of Kerala’s infrastruc-
ture through several major
projects and stressed that the
BJP would work to develop
the state into a hub for artifi-
cial intelligence and future
technologies. “Our youngsters
have immense talent. Many of
them are building drones and
innovative startups. We will
ensure they get the right eco-
system to grow,” he added.

NEW DELHI

The resolution seeking the
removal of Om Birla as
Speaker was on Wednesday
defeated in Lok Sabha by a
voice vote.

Amid protests and slo-
ganeering by the opposition
seeking an apology from
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Jagdambika Pal, who
was in the chair, announced
that the no-confidence mo-
tion was defeated.

Pal urged the opposition
to take their seats so that he
could put the motion to
vote. But as the protests
continued, he sought the
vote of the House and the
resolution was rejected by
a voice vote, following
which he adjourned the
House for the day.

Shahrips apart
Opposition over

Om Birla’s removal
Speaking during the debate,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah criticised the Opposi-
tion for bringing a no-con-
fidence motion against Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
saying the Constitution as-
signs the Speaker the role
of a mediator in the House.

No-trust motion against LS
Speaker Om Birla defeated

With the
Oppn-moved
no-confidence
motion defeated,
Birla continues
in his role as
Speaker of the
Lok Sabha.

He said casting suspicion
on the mediator weakens
parliamentary traditions.
“Over the past 75 years,
both Houses of Parliament
have strengthened the foun-
dations of India’s democra-
cy, and questioning the
Speaker’s reputation
amounts to casting doubt
on that deep-rooted demo-
cratic foundation,” he add-

Constitution assigns the
Speaker the role of a
mediator in the House
and casting suspicion on
the mediator weakens
) parliamentary traditions.

—Amit Shah, Home Minister

The opposition objected
to certain remarks of Shah
and started raising slogans
and disrupting the proceed-
ings. In response, Shah as-
serted that the House will
be run by its own rules and
not by the rules of a party.

Birla was not present in
the House during the entire
period of the debate.
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' CM, Ministers attend dinner hosted
by DKS, extend congratulations

Dinner hosted by DCM marks six years of DK Shlvakumar as KPCC chief

Actor Dwarakish’s
daughter-in-law booked
in chit fund assault case

BENGALURU
Police have booked the
daughter-in-law of late

Kannada actor Dwarakish
after a 64-year-old man
alleged she assaulted him
with a broom when he
demanded the return of
his investment in a chit
fund. According to police,
Varsha Rai, wife of Sa-
marth Dwarakish, was
named in the complaint
filed by Venkatamarama-
na Reddy. Investigators
said Rai and her mother,
Ratna Basavaraju, alleg-
edly ran a chit fund and
promised attractive re-
turns to investors they be-
friended at their grocery
shop in BHEL Layout, Ra-
jarajeshwarinagar. Police
said three FIRs have been
registered accusing the
duo of cheating investors
of nearly 15 lakh. Author-
ities are investigating the
allegations further.

Health officers call off
strike after talks with
Karnataka ministers

BENGALURU
Members of the Karnata-
ka Government Medical
Officers’ Association and
the Karnataka State
Health and Medical Edu-
cation Department Em-
ployees’ Central Associa-
tion called off their strike
following discussions with
Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao and Social
Welfare Minister HC Ma-
hadevappa. The decision
came after the State gov-
ernment agreed to accept
13 of the associations’ key
demands, except the is-
sue related to restrictions
on private practice. The
Health Minister assured
that the matter would be
reviewed and addressed
later. Among the accepted
demands were ensuring
regular medicine supply to
government hospitals,
amendments to cadre
and recruitment rules,
publishing updated sen-
iority lists, and clearing
pending promotions.

B’luru authority collects
Z1.5 lakh finein tobacco
enforcement drive

BENGALURU
The Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) collected
nearly ¥7.5 lakh in fines af-
ter registering 1,609 viola-
tions during a special to-
bacco enforcement drive
across the city. Chief
Commissioner Mahesh-
war Rao said 2,027 en-
forcement operations
were conducted across
all 27 Assembly constitu-
encies to ensure strict im-
plementation of the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act, 2003. The
drive targeted smoking in
public places, sale of
loose cigarettes, tobacco
sales near educational in-
stitutions and illegal sale
of e-cigarettes. The Ben-
galuru South City Corpo-
ration recorded the high-
est violations with 409
cases and fines totalling
¥2.]1 lakh. Bommanabhalli
constituency reported
103 violations.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
several ministers and Con-
gress legislators attended a
dinner hosted by Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar at a private hotel in Ben-
galuru to mark his completion
of six years as president of the
Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC).

The banquet, organised by
Shivakumar, saw a large num-
ber of leaders gathering to
congratulate him for success-
fully leading the party organ-
isation for the past six years.
The event also attracted polit-
ical attention as it came amid
ongoing discussions about
leadership dynamics within
the ruling party in Karnataka.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah congratulated Shivaku-
mar and appreciated his ef-
forts in steering the party
during challenging political
circumstances. He wished
him well for his organisation-
al leadership and his role in
strengthening the Congress in

the State.

Several ministers and
MLAs attended the gathering,
including Dr G Parameshwar,
Satish Jarkiholi, HK Patil,
Dinesh Gundu Rao, Zameer
Ahmed Khan, Priyank
Kharge, Krishna Byre Gowda,
Lakshmi Hebbalkar and Mad-
hu Bangarappa among others.

Legislators and party lead-
ers across different factions of
the Congress also attended the
dinner and conveyed their
greetings. Expelled BJP
MLAs ST Somasekhar and
Shivaram Hebbar were also

present at the event.

In a message shared on so-
cial media, minister Krishna
Byre Gowda praised Shivaku-
mar’s organisational ability
and commitment to the party,
stating that his dedication and
leadership had helped the Con-
gress return to power in Karna-
taka. He also highlighted Shi-
vakumar’s role in strengthening
the party at the grassroots level
despite political challenges
and legal battles.

Similarly, minister Lakshmi
Hebbalkar lauded Shivaku-
mar’s unwavering commit-

ment to party workers and his
leadership during difficult
times. She expressed hope
that the party would continue
to grow under his guidance
and that his service to the
State and its people would
continue.

The dinner party has
sparked political curiosity as
it comes amid speculation
about possible leadership
changes within the party or-
ganisation. Shivakumar’s re-
cent visit to Delhi had already
fuelled discussions about in-
ternal political developments.

Observers believe the gath-
ering may also be seen as a
show of strength and support
for the Deputy Chief Minister
within the party ranks. At the
same time, there are discus-
sions about whether Shivaku-
mar will continue as KPCC
president after completing six
years in the role.

The event has therefore
added another layer to the on-
going political calculations
within the State Congress
leadership.

First PU pass marks reduced
from 35 to 33 from this year

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has reduced the minimum
passing marks for First
Pre-University (PU) students
from 35 to 33, bringing it in
line with the standards fol-
lowed in other major boards.
The decision, announced by
the Department of School
Education and Literacy, will
benefit nearly six lakh stu-
dents who appear for the ex-
ams every year.

Unlike the SSLC exam-
ination and Second PU ex-
amination, which are public
examinations with cen-
tralised evaluation, answer
scripts for First PU are as-
sessed at the school or col-
lege level.

In July 2025, the govern-
ment had already reduced
the pass mark to 33 for
SSLC (Class X, state board)
and Second PU examina-
tions, effective from the
March 2026 exams, to align
with other national boards
such as the Central Board of

Secondary Education.

Officials said the latest
move aims to maintain uni-
formity in evaluation meth-
ods and improve academic
standards across the state’s
education system. An offi-
cial order stated that the
same minimum pass per-
centage is now being ex-
tended to First PU students.

To implement the deci-
sion, the Karnataka
Pre-University Examination
(Method of Evaluation)
Rules, 2025 will be amend-
ed to reflect the revised
passing criteria.

According to S Bharat,
Director of the Department
of Pre-University Educa-
tion, the change ensures
consistency across the
Pre-University system, as
the passing percentage for
Second PU is already fixed
at 33.

First PU examinations are
expected to conclude soon,
with results likely to be an-
nounced by March 31.

Education experts and

lecturers’ associations have
welcomed the decision. AH
Ningegowda, president of
the Karnataka State
Pre-University College Lec-
turers’ Association, said the
move would create a level
playing field for students
across different boards.

However, the lecturers’
association has also warned
of a possible boycott of pa-
per valuation if some of its
demands are not addressed.
One key concern is a pro-
posal to transfer certain ad-
ministrative, disciplinary,
financial and coordination
powers from deputy direc-
tors of PU education to
Chief Executive Officers of
zilla panchayats.

The association argued
that such a move could af-
fect the autonomy of the PU
education department.
Meanwhile, the department
has submitted a proposal to
the finance department
aimed at improving trans-
parency and administrative
efficiency in the system.

Driver arrested
for 13 lakh
jewellery theft

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A car driver has been arrested
in Bengaluru for allegedly
stealing gold jewellery worth
%13 lakh from the house of
his employer’s relative after
closely observing the valu-
ables during family functions.
The accused, identified as
Abhilash, had been working as
a driver for nearly ten years.
Police said he had been em-
ployed within the limits of the
Amruthahalli Police Station
area for the past two years. Ac-
cording to investigators,
Abhilash regularly accompa-
nied his employer’s family to
social gatherings, including
weddings and other family
events. During these occasions,
he reportedly noticed the gold
and diamond jewellery worn by
members of the family. Police
said that repeated exposure to
the valuables during such
events gradually led him to
plan a theft. Officials added
that the accused had developed
aspirations for a more luxurious
lifestyle and was unwilling to
continue in the same job for
several more years.

O ibcworldnews.com

Karnataka mulls
single airport for
three districts

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government is
considering establishing a sin-
gle airport to serve the dis-
tricts of Ballari district, Vi-
jayanagara district and Kop-
pal district after mixed out-
comes from the Centre’s re-
gional connectivity initiative,
the UDAN scheme.

Infrastructure Development
Minister MB Patil informed
the Legislative Council that
the government is assessing a
viable model for regional air
connectivity, noting that some
airports struggled once the
initial financial support under
UDAN ended.

Responding to a question
from BJP member YM Satish,
Patil said passenger demand
has been relatively low in cer-
tain regions, affecting the sus-
tainability of smaller airports.
He pointed out that airports in
Kalaburagi and Bidar faced
operational challenges after
the three-year support period
under the UDAN programme
ended.

While flight services in Bi-
dar have since resumed, the
minister said the government
does not want the proposed
airport in Ballari to turn into a
“white elephant” project due
to inadequate passenger de-
mand.

Patil explained that the gov-
ernment is studying the feasi-
bility of setting up an airport
at a strategic location capable
of serving all three districts in
the Kalyana Karnataka re-
gion. The move aims to en-

Government explores
regional airport model
to serve Ballari,
Vijayanagara and
Koppal.

sure better utilisation of re-
sources while improving con-
nectivity in the area.

The proposal to establish an
airport in Ballari dates back to
2010, when nearly 900 acres
of land was acquired and
handed over to Chennai-based
MARG Srikrishnadevaraya
Airport Private Ltd. However,
the agreement was later can-
celled after the company
failed to begin construction
within the stipulated two-year
timeframe.

In October 2025, the state
government invited tenders to
appoint consultants to prepare
a detailed project report for
the proposed airport. Howev-
er, residents and local leaders
from Vijayanagara and Kop-
pal districts have been de-
manding separate airport fa-
cilities for their regions.

Addressing these demands,
Patil said constructing sepa-
rate airports for each district
may not be financially feasi-
ble. At the same time, he clar-
ified that the land already ac-
quired for the Ballari airport
project would not be returned.

BMTC launches eight feeder buses
for Namma Metro Yellow Line

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bangalore Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has introduced eight
dedicated feeder bus services
to improve last-mile connec-
tivity for commuters using the
Namma Metro Yellow Line
connecting RV Road and
Bommasandra.

According to officials, the
feeder services will mainly ca-
ter to commuters travelling to
and from the Hosa Road Metro
Station, Singasandra Metro
Station and Kudlu Gate Metro
Station. The buses will link
these stations with nearby resi-
dential layouts, commercial
areas and key junctions to ease

access to the metro network.
Transport authorities said the
move is aimed at strengthening
last-mile connectivity for pas-
sengers and encouraging great-
er use of metro services once
the Yellow Line becomes oper-
ational.

The feeder buses will operate
during evening hours from 6 pm
to 9:40 pm. During peak hours,
the frequency of services will
range between 15 and 30 min-
utes to ensure smoother move-
ment of passengers between
metro stations and surrounding
neighbourhoods. Officials said
the initiative is expected to ben-
efit daily commuters and reduce
dependency on private transport
for short distances.

Blinkit delivery agent booked for
assaulting customer in Koramangala

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An argument between a cus-
tomer and a delivery execu-
tive in Bengaluru’s Koraman-
gala area allegedly turned vi-
olent, leaving the customer
with a fractured nose. A case
has been registered following
the incident that occurred in
Koramangala 8th Block.

The victim, identified as
Paul Vidayathil, had ordered
items through the quick com-
merce platform Blinkit. Ac-
cording to the complaint, Paul
was staying on the second
floor of a residential building
when the delivery executive
arrived with the order.

Police said the delivery
worker, identified as Joseph,

had reached the location to
deliver the items but was re-
portedly heading towards the
fourth floor of the building.
At that point, Paul contacted
the delivery executive and
asked him to come to the sec-
ond floor, where he was wait-
ing to collect the order.
Investigators said the situa-
tion soon led to a disagree-
ment between the two. During
the argument, the dispute al-

legedly escalated and Joseph
reportedly punched Paul in
the face. The blow caused a
fracture to the customer’s
nose, resulting in a serious in-
jury.

Following the assault, Paul
required medical treatment.
Due to the severity of the na-
sal fracture, he later travelled
to Kerala to undergo surgery.

After receiving treatment,
Paul filed a formal complaint
at the Koramangala Police
Station accusing the delivery
executive of physically at-
tacking him.

Based on the complaint, po-
lice have registered a First
Information Report (FIR)
against Joseph and begun an
investigation into the incident.

SETBACK FOR DARSHAN

Agriculture College proposed at Brahmavar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Agriculture Minis-
ter N. Cheluv.arayaswamy
said the government will
place a proposal before an ex-
pert committee to establish an
agriculture college at Brah-
mavar in Udupi district.

Replying to a starred ques-
tion raised by Kiran Kumar
Kodgi, MLA from Kundapur
constituency, in the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the minister
said the previous government
led by the Bharatiya Janata
Party had cancelled admis-
sions to agricultural diploma
colleges. However, the pres-
ent government led by the
Indian National Congress has
issued orders allowing admis-
sions again to such institu-
tions.

Cheluvarayaswamy said the

state government has consti-
tuted an expert committee un-
der the chairmanship of the
Additional Chief Secretary
and Development Commis-
sioner to examine proposals
related to establishing new
agricultural colleges across
Karnataka.

The committee will study
various aspects including
strengthening existing agri-
cultural universities, the need
for new colleges and the in-

frastructure required to sup-
port them. A proposal to start
an agriculture college at Brah-
mavar will be submitted to
the committee for detailed
examination.

The minister added that the
government will first address
shortcomings in existing agri-
cultural colleges before ap-
proving new ones. Issues such
as infrastructure facilities,
availability of teaching staff
and the demand for agricul-
tural graduates will be care-
fully assessed.

He also noted that around
300 acres of land is available
at the Agricultural Research
Centre in Brahmavar. After
obtaining approval from the
expert committee, the propos-
al will be forwarded to the
Finance Department for fur-
ther consideration.

Parappana Agrahara jail tightens rules after ‘VIP treatment’ video row

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Authorities at Parappana
Agrahara Central Prison have
introduced stricter regulations
after a viral video allegedly
showing Kannada actor Dar-
shan Thoogudeepa receiving
special treatment inside the
jail sparked widespread con-
troversy.

The development prompted
officials of the Karnataka
Prisons and Correctional Ser-
vices Department to review
existing procedures and tight-
en rules governing facilities

and interactions available to
inmates.

Currently, Alok Kumar is
serving as the Director Gener-
al and head of the prison de-
partment. Soon after assum-
ing charge, he initiated a re-
view of prison regulations to
ensure strict adherence to jail
rules and prevent any inmate
from receiving privileges be-
yond those permitted under
the law.

Sources said the revised
regulations have particularly
impacted Darshan and indi-
viduals associated with him,

often referred to as the “D
Gang”. With stricter imple-
mentation now in place, sev-
eral requests reportedly sub-
mitted by the group have ei-
ther been rejected or placed
under closer scrutiny.

Earlier, Darshan and some
inmates linked to him had
submitted applications seek-
ing certain facilities inside the
prison premises. Among the
requests were permission for
television access and addi-
tional walking privileges.
However, prison authorities
clarified that only facilities

specifically allowed under ex-
isting prison rules would be
provided to inmates.

Another request reportedly
sought permission to receive
home-cooked food from out-
side the prison. Officials,

however, denied the request,
stating that allowing home
food would violate the current
prison regulations.

Darshan had also submitted
an application requesting per-
mission to give interviews
within the prison premises.
While the matter was already
under consideration in court,
prison authorities simultane-
ously introduced additional
guidelines regulating inter-
views with inmates.

Under the revised rules, in-
terviews will only be permit-
ted under limited circum-

stances. For instance, meet-
ings may be allowed once a
month if an inmate is serious-
ly ill or injured and unable to
walk.

Other conditions include
situations involving a death in
the inmate’s family or a med-
ical emergency, which may
allow limited interaction. In-
terviews may also be permit-
ted within two months before
an inmate’s release to help
discuss employment opportu-
nities, accommodation or
counselling arrangements.

Additionally, special con-

sideration may be given if the
visitor is a differently-abled
person or a pregnant woman.

Officials said the new
guidelines apply uniformly to
all inmates. As a result, Dar-
shan’s requests, including the
interview application, have
reportedly not received ap-
proval under the tightened
rules.

With every request now
subject to stricter scrutiny, the
revised prison procedures are
emerging as a significant set-
back for the actor inside the
jail.
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0|lsp|lltr|ggers
serial accident

near Lulu Mall

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
A serial accident was re-
ported near Lulu Mall
Bengaluru in Okalipuram
after an oil spill on the
road allegedly caused ve-
hicles to lose control. Ac-
cording to police, a goods
vehicle driver first lost
control and crashed into a
roadside compound wall,
leaving the vehicle se-
verely damaged. Mo-
ments later, a car travel-
ling behind rammed into
the goods vehicle, leading
to further damage. Both
the car and the goods ve-
hicle sustained significant
damage in the incident.
Fortunately, no major in-
juries were reported. Traf-
fic movement in the area
was briefly affected as
authorities cleared the
vehicles and ensured the
spilled oil was removed to
prevent further accidents.

Bomb threat emails
sent to Japan, Israel
embassiesin B’luru

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The embassies of Japan,
Israel and the Netherlands
received bomb threat
emails on Wednesday
morning, triggering panic
and heightened security
measures in the city. Ac-
cording to police, the
threatening message was
sent simultaneously to the
official email addresses of
the three embassies. Au-
thorities suspect the inten-
tion was to create fear
among embassy staff and
disrupt normal operations.
The threats come amid
tensions related to the on-
going conflict involving Is-
rael in West Asia. Following
the emails, security around
diplomatic premisesin
Bengaluru was tightened.
Police said similar threat
emails were sent on Tues-
day to a consumer court
near Basavanagudiand
the Cauvery Bhavan.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Priyank
Kharge said the state govern-
ment has taken urgent mea-
sures to address drinking wa-
ter shortages in rural areas
during the summer, with tank-
er supply and rented bore-
wells being deployed in af-
fected regions.

The Minister said priority
has been given to ensuring
drinking water availability in
villages facing shortages. To

Action initiated based on geologists’ reports to ensure dnnklng water facilities

tackle the situation, district
administrations have been in-
structed to rent private bore-
wells and arrange tanker wa-
ter supply wherever required.

He said all Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officers have
been directed to closely moni-
tor the situation and ensure un-
interrupted drinking water sup-
ply. Tankers are being deployed
in villages where existing water
sources have dried up or be-
come insufficient.

Kharge added that efforts
are also underway to increase

water availability by flushing
and deepening dry borewells.
If required, new borewells
will be drilled in unavoidable
circumstances after obtaining
reports from geologists and
assessing the feasibility of
groundwater availability.

“Appropriate action has al-
ready been initiated based on
reports submitted by geologists,
and work has begun to ensure
drinking water facilities in af-
fected areas,” the Minister said.

He noted that many rural
parts of the state are prone to
water scarcity during summer
as several traditional sources
dry up. In view of this, offi-
cials have been instructed to
monitor the situation daily
and take immediate steps to
provide drinking water wher-
ever shortages are reported.

To ensure safe drinking wa-
ter, the government has di-
rected authorities to collect
samples from all drinking wa-
ter sources and conduct qual-
ity testing. At least three tap
water connections in every
village will be tested and the
data recorded at the Gram
Panchayat and village levels.

Officials have also been in-
structed to clean overhead
drinking water tanks regularly
as per guidelines to maintain
hygiene and water quality.

According to the Minister,

drinking water problems have
already been reported in 183
villages spread across 144 ta-
luks in 21 districts of the state.
Among them, 31 villages are
currently receiving water
through 96 tankers, while 152
villages are being supplied wa-
ter by renting 154 private tube
wells. Kharge said around
1,053 borewells are expected to
require repair through flushing
and deepening by March 2026,
and district administrations
have been directed to carry out
the work on priority.

B’luru civic bodies may face

¥57,000 cr deﬁc1t_1n five years

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Municipal corporations in
the Greater Bengaluru re-
gion may face a financial
deficit of nearly 357,000
crore over the next five
years, according to the re-
port of the Fifth State Fi-
nance Commission present-
ed in the Assembly.

The report assesses the
financial position of five
municipal corporations
formed under the Greater
Bengaluru Administration
Act and projects revenue
and expenditure trends from
2026-27 to 2030-31. It
states that the civic bodies
will require massive funds
to implement urban infra-
structure and development
projects during this period.

According to the commis-
sion, around 55,586 crore
will be required for major
projects across the munici-
pal corporations. However,
the report notes that the Six-
teenth Finance Commission
has not allocated specific
funds for these urban proj-
ects, forcing civic bodies to
rely on their own revenue
sources and state support.

The report recommends
that municipal corporations
should provide at least 40
per cent grants for specific
development works, al-
though salary payments are
exempt from this provision.
It also suggests that 40 per
cent of the basic grant rec-
ommended by the Finance
Commission should be pro-

Fifth State Finance
Commission warns
of major funding

gap for urban
infrastructure
projects.

vided as an untied or unre-
stricted grant to help civic
bodies meet essential needs.

In addition, the report has
urged the state government
to provide a one-time estab-
lishment grant for newly
created wards to support
office infrastructure and ad-
ministrative requirements.

The commission also
highlighted the role of Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
(CSR) funds in supporting
civic projects. It noted that
Bengaluru city received
%1,074.13 crore in CSR
funds during 2021-22. The
report recommended setting
up a dedicated CSR cell in
each municipal corporation
to channel such funds effec-
tively for infrastructure and
public welfare projects.

It also proposed establish-

Ty

ing a monitoring and imple-
mentation unit within the
climate action framework to
tap funds from the United
Nations and other national
and international agencies
for climate-related projects.

The report further
claimed that the state has
suffered a revenue loss of
about 2.88 lakh crore since
2017-18 due to inadequate
tax devolution and delayed
release of funds for central-
ly sponsored schemes by
the Union government.

Additionally, it pointed
out that the state has in-
curred an extra burden of
around %13,000 crore due to
delays in funds under the Jal
Jeevan Mission.

The report also stated that
while the Centre provides
pension support to about 14
lakh beneficiaries under the
National Social Security
Pension Scheme, the state
government extends bene-
fits to an additional 85 lakh
people, resulting in an annu-
al financial burden of nearly
%10,000 crore.

Kristu Jayanti hosts global
meet on disaster response

BENGALURU

Scholars and experts from
across the world discussed the
growing role of technology in
disaster management at an in-
ternational conference hosted
by Kristu Jayanti University in
Bengaluru.

The two-day conference, ti-
tled “Disaster to Recovery,”
brought together academics,
policymakers and students to
explore new strategies for im-
proving disaster response and
recovery in the face of increas-
ing climate-related challenges.

Speaking at the inaugural
session, keynote speaker Dileep
Kumar Mohanachandran, for-
mer Vice Chancellor of Hen-
sard University in Nigeria,
highlighted the transformative
role of Artificial Intelligence in
disaster management. He said
Al-based systems are now
helping authorities predict di-
sasters such as floods, coordi-
nate search-and-rescue mis-
sions and deploy emergency
resources more efficiently.

According to experts at the
conference, modern forecasting
systems powered by Al have
improved disaster prediction
accuracy by nearly 30 per cent
compared with traditional
methods. This allows govern-
ments and relief agencies to

issue early warnings, evacuate
vulnerable communities faster
and distribute relief materials
based on real-time data.

The conference was also at-
tended by Lijo P. Thomas, Pro
Vice Chancellor and Director
of the School of Law at Kristu
Jayanti University, along with
several researchers and disaster
management specialists.

Speakers noted that rapid
urbanisation and climate
change are increasing the fre-
quency of disasters such as
flash floods and landslides.
They also warned about a
growing “data crisis,” where
misinformation spread
through social media during
emergencies can complicate
rescue and relief efforts.

Experts stressed that tech-
nology alone cannot solve the
problem. They called for
stronger collaboration between
governments, academic institu-
tions and local communities to
build more resilient disaster
management systems.

The conference concluded
with a consensus that while ad-
vanced technologies such as Al
will play a critical role in future
disaster response, effective re-
covery will ultimately depend
on community participation,
coordinated governance and
human resilience.

Female foeticide
affront to
constitutional
values: HC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has refused to quash a crimi-
nal case involving alleged sex
determination and abortion,
observing that female foeti-
cide is not only an illegal act
but also an affront to constitu-
tional values and a stain on a
moral society.

The order was passed by a
bench headed by Justice M.
Nagaprasanna while hearing a
petition filed by the accused
— Sharadamma, her husband
Dasegowda and Dr. Shashi —
seeking to quash the case reg-
istered against them.

The court noted that the
complaint filed by the District
Health and Family Welfare
Officer clearly details the se-
quence of events and contains
serious allegations. The bench
said there was no ambiguity
in the complaint and that it
provided sufficient grounds
for further investigation.

Justice Nagaprasanna ob-
served that granting relief at
the preliminary stage in such
serious cases would weaken
the legal framework and could
encourage gender-based
crimes. The court therefore
ruled that it would not be ap-
propriate to quash the proceed-
ings at this stage. According to
the complaint, Channakeshava
and his wife Harshita from
Channapatna taluk were ex-
pecting their third child. As
the couple already had two
daughters, they allegedly at-
tempted to determine the gen-
der of the unborn child.

Lions District 317F distributes
15 e-autos to women

BENGALURU

As part of International Wom-
en’s Day, Lions District 317F
distributed 15 e-auto rickshaws
to women in distress with the
aim of leading a self-reliant
life. The e-auto rickshaws were
handed over to the beneficiaries
in a grand ceremony held at
BWSSB Suvarna Bhavan.
Lions International District
317F, under the leadership of
District Governor Lion Akash
A. Suvarna, selected women
beneficiaries who had under-

gone driving training with the

aim of creating self-employ-
ment opportunities for women
and gave them e-auto rick-
shaws. Speaking on the occa-
sion, District Governor Lion
Akash A. Suvarna said that Li-
ons organization is working for
the welfare of the youth group in
addition to vision protection, di-
abetes awareness, establishment
and maintenance of blood
banks, hunger alleviation, envi-
ronmental protection, prevention
of childhood cancer, providing
humanitarian assistance to those
in distress. Lion Devatha B.N.
and others were present.

International Women’s Day: Public
Awareness on “Health Protectlon

BENGALURU

On the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, public
awareness was created about
quality health and financial
literacy.

The celebration of World
Women’s Day was organized
under the leadership of
KAMS Karnataka South -1
and 2 and Greens Innovator at
Kuvempu Rangamandira in
Avalahalli. The program was
inaugurated by Smt. Girijam-
ma, the Block Education Of-
ficer of Bengaluru South -2.

Speaking on the occasion,
Smt. Girijamma said that girls
should become financially in-
dependent by acquiring qual-
ity education. For this, they
must receive proper financial
education also.

Dr. Nalini, in her address,
advised that girls should give

more importance to protecting
their health and focus on nu-
tritious food and healthy ac-
tivities.

Canara Bank Manager Smt.
Lavanya provided informa-
tion about financial savings

schemes. Women enthusiasti-
cally participated and enjoyed
the laughter yoga dance along
with Guinness World Record
holder Rangalakshmi Srini-
vas, celebrating the occasion
with great joy.

Mount Carmel College in Bengaluru hosts
nostalgic alumni meet celebrating Carmelite legacy

BENGALURU

Cameras flashed constantly as
laughter and memories filled
the air at the Mount Carmel
College Alumni Meet 2026, an
evening marked by nostalgia
and celebration. The event
served as the institution’s final
all-women alumni gathering,
bringing together graduates
from 1948 to 2024 for a mem-
orable reunion.

The meet, themed “Indian
Cinema Divas,” saw nearly
800 alumni from various pro-
fessions reconnect with
friends, share experiences and
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relive their college days.
Cheerful slogans such as
“Once a Carmelite, always a
Carmelite” echoed through the
venue, highlighting the endur-
ing bond among former stu-
dents.

Established 78 years ago as
an all-women’s institution,

A‘Iml' L\

Mount Carmel College is now
transitioning into a coeduca-
tional campus while continuing
to preserve its rich legacy and
traditions. The reunion reflect-
ed the strong Carmelite spirit
that has shaped generations of
women. One of the highlights
was the presence of the oldest

alumna—an 88-year-old from
the 1958 batch—who fondly
recalled how the college in-
stilled discipline and values
that shaped her life.

Principal George Lekha
called the gathering a meaning-
ful homecoming, while Direc-
tor M. Albina spoke about the
compassion and responsibility
associated with the Carmelite
identity.

The evening also featured
lively cultural performances by
alumni, including music, dance
and comedy. The event was
supported by C. Krishniah
Chetty Group of Jewellers.

Summer camp for
childrentobeginat
Bala Bhavanin April

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A special summer camp for
children will be organised at
Bala Bhavan with the aim of
providing a creative and edu-
cational environment during
the summer holidays. The
camp, organised by the Bala
Bhavan Society, is open to
children aged between 5 and
16 years and will be held
from April 10 to May 15. Or-
ganisers said the programme
is designed to help children
explore their talents, learn
new skills and participate in
engaging activities.
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MES College of Arts, Commerce
& Science students achieved
Top Ranks in Bengaluru City

University Examinations

BENGALURU

MES College of Arts, Com-
merce & Science is proud to
announce the outstanding per-
formance of its students in the
recent examinations conduct-
ed by Bengaluru City Univer-
sity. The university results
have brought great pride to
the institution, with students
securing top ranks across
multiple disciplines.

The Management, GB
Chairman Dr.S.C.Sharma, Di-
rector Dr P. Giridhara Reddy,
Principal Dr.Adarsha H,
Vice-Principal Dr.Aneetha
Srikumar extend their heart-
felt congratulations to all the
rank holders for bringing

pride to the institution. Their
achievements are a reflection
of the dedicated support and
motivation offered by both
the faculty and parents.

The success also highlights
the strong academic environ-
ment at the MES College of
Arts, Commerce & Science,
where quality learning, com-
mitted mentorship, and hard
work are strongly encouraged.
Such accomplishments further
strengthen the reputation of the
college as a premier academic
institution in Bengaluru, foster-
ing intellectual growth, aca-
demic excellence, and the hov-
listic development of students
through sports and a wide
range of co-curricular activities.

‘Digital arrest’ scam shocks Bengaluru,
94-year-old scholar loses nearly ¥5 crore

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A shocking case of cyber fraud has surfaced in Bengaluru where
a 94-year-old retired research scholar was allegedly cheated of
nearly %5 crore in a sophisticated “digital arrest” scam that last-
ed for more than two months. The complaint was filed on
March 8 at the East Division Cyber Crime Police Station by the
victim, identified as Visakan (name changed), a resident of Vic-

toria Layout in Richmond Town.

According to police, the elderly man transferred the money
in six bank-to-bank electronic transactions between December
and February after being repeatedly threatened by fraudsters
posing as officials. Investigators said the scam began on
December 2 when the victim received a call from an unknown

number.
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Meeting Planned for
Devara Dasimayya
Jayanti

GADAG
A preliminary meeting to
plan the celebrations of
Sri Devara Dasimayya
Jayanti will be held on
March 13 at 10:30 am at
the District Collector’s Of-
fice hall. The meeting will
be chaired by the Addi-
tional District Collector to
discuss arrangements for
the Jayanti program
scheduled on March 23,
2026. Officials, communi-
ty leaders, and the public
have been invited to at-
tend the meeting and
share suggestions for or-
ganizing the event suc-
cessfully. The announce-
ment was made by Dr.
Basavaraj V.H. Bellary, As-
sistant Director of the
Kannada and Culture De-
partment, in a press re-
lease.

Swiggy Insta Mart
Jobs: Direct Interview
Scheduled

MANGALURU
Swiggy Insta Mart has an-
nounced part-time and
full-time vacancies for
Picker, Packer, and Load-
ing positions at its Man-
galore store. A direct in-
terview will be held on
March 13 from 10:30 am
t0 1:30 pm at the District
Employment Exchange
Office, Padil District Ad-
ministration Building.
Both male and female
candidates with educa-
tional qualifications
above SSLC are eligible to
attend. Applicants must
bring their biodata. Se-
lected candidates will re-
ceive salary, incentives,
and ES| benefits. Interest-
ed job seekers are urged
to attend the interview on
time and explore this em-
ployment opportunity, the
District Employment Of-
ficer stated.

Applications invited
for Vachana Kalyana
drama

GADAG
The Department of
Kannada and Culture,
Government of Karna-
taka has invited appli-
cations from talented
theatre artists, singers,
and interested youth to
participate in the nine-
hour drama “Vachana
Kalyana.” The produc-
tion will be performed
across the country as
part of a special cul-
tural program. Artists
aged 18 to 40 with the-
atre experience will be
given preference. Se-
lected candidates
must undergo three
months of full-time
training and perfor-
mances,
with monthly
honorarium and ac-
commodation provid-
ed. Applications should
be sent to the Sant
Kavi Kanakadasa Re-
search Centre, Ben-
galuru by March 20. In-
terested candidates
can also apply through
email.

' BJP leader Lingaraj Patil
resigns after ticket snub

Patil, a 37-year BJP veteran, said loyal workers lack recognition,
and his decision dlsappomted many party supporters

HUBBALLI

Senior BJP leader Lingaraj
Patil has resigned from the
post of State Disciplinary
Committee President after he
was denied the party ticket for
the West Graduates Constitu-
ency. He submitted his resig-
nation letter to the state pres-
ident, requesting to be re-
lieved from the responsibility.
Speaking to the media in
Hubballi on Wednesday, Patil
said he was a strong aspirant
for the constituency but was
disappointed after the party
announced S. V. Sankanur as
the candidate. He said the de-
cision had caused him deep
pain and disappointment.
Patil stated that he had
worked for the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party for nearly 37 years
with dedication. According to

him, loyal and honest workers
are not getting proper recog-
nition within the party. He
added that the decision had
also hurt many party workers
who had supported his candi-
dature.

He said many leaders and
workers had encouraged him
and assured him that he
would get the ticket. Patil
claimed that he had worked
actively in the region and had

registered a large number of
graduates for the electoral
roll. Based on these prepara-
tions, he was confident of
contesting the election.

However, when the party
announced the candidate list,
Patil said he felt deeply sad-
dened. He also mentioned that
S. V. Sankanur had not con-
tacted him after the ticket an-
nouncement.Despite submit-
ting his resignation, Patil said
he would wait for about eight
days to see if the party recon-
siders its decision. He ex-
pressed hope that he might
still get an opportunity to con-
test the election. Patil added
that if the situation does not
change, he may take a differ-
ent decision regarding his po-
litical future. His statement
has drawn attention within
party circles.

Raju K warned that plastics and newspaper inks can contaminate hot
food, causing serious health risks, including cancer

Mangaluru tightens rules on
plastic, tobacco violations

MANGALURU

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Raju K has directed
officials to strictly enforce
rules banning plastic covers in
hotels and the use of newspa-
pers for packing hot food. The
instruction was given during
a District Level Coordination
Committee meeting held un-
der the National Tobacco
Control Programme at the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice.

Raju K said that harmful
chemicals from plastic covers
can mix with hot food and
pose serious health risks, in-
cluding cancer. He also point-
ed out that using newspapers
to pack hot food is unsafe be-
cause the ink used in printing
can contaminate food. There-
fore, officials were instructed
to take immediate steps to
stop such practices in hotels,
canteens and cafes.He also
stressed strict enforcement of

rules related to tobacco con-
sumption in public places.
Smoking cigarettes or chew-
ing gutka in public areas will
attract a fine of up to 1,000.
Shops are not allowed to pro-
mote tobacco products
through advertisement boards
or display them openly. Sell-
ing tobacco to persons below
21 years of age is also strictly
prohibited.School and college
authorities were asked to
monitor shops located within
100 meters of educational in-
stitutions. They have been
directed to prepare a list of
such shops and submit it to

the local administration and
police for action. Awareness
boards banning tobacco sales
near educational institutions
must also be installed. Offi-
cials said that during enforce-
ment drives under the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act, a total of 2,587
cases have been registered in
the district and fines worth
%3.89 lakh have been collect-
ed. Around 52 illegal tobacco
advertisement boards were
also removed.District Health
Officer Dr. Thimmaiah and
other health officials attended
the meeting.

LPG shortage threatens
closure of Shivamogga hotels

SHIVAMOGGA

A severe shortage of LPG cyl-
inders may force most hotels
and restaurants in Shivamogga
to shut down or reduce their
services from March 12.
Members of the Shivamogga
City Hotel Owners’ Associa-
tion discussed the issue in a
meeting held in the city on
Wednesday.Hotel owners said
that the disruption in the sup-
ply of commercial gas cylin-
ders has made it difficult to
continue normal cooking oper-
ations. Many hotels depend
completely on LPG for prepar-
ing food, and the sudden short-
age has created a major chal-
lenge for the hospitality sector.
Association president Shanka-
ranarayana Holla said that run-
ning hotels without LPG cyl-
inders is nearly impossible.
According to him, almost 90
percent of hotels in the city
may close down from March

12 if the supply situation does
not improve. Only a few hotels
that have alternatives such as
firewood stoves or electric
cooking facilities may contin-
ue operating with a limited
menu.Hotel owners also
warned that the closure will
affect thousands of people
who depend on hotels for their
daily meals. Shivamogga re-
ceives many visitors from
nearby towns and villages, in-
cluding patients and their fam-
ilies who come to the city for
medical treatment. If eateries
remain closed, it may create
serious inconvenience for
them.The association has
urged LPG distributors to sup-
ply at least 50 percent of the
normal demand so that hotels
can continue basic operations.
Without sufficient gas supply,
hotel owners say both busi-
nesses and employees who
depend on the industry will
face financial difficulties.

GOVERNMENT AID ACCESS

KSRTC BRINGS LAURELS

Proudly Presented to

Kar, I ika State Road Tra Tt

‘) Corporation
\

BENGALURU

Karnataka State Road Trans-
port Corporation (KSRTC)
receives the “Excellence in
Innovation” award at the
Governance Now 12th PSU
National Awards in New
Delhi for its “Dhwani Span-
dana — Onboard Bus Identi-
fication and Navigation Sys-
tem”, enhancing accessibility
for visually impaired passen-
gers in Mysuru city buses.
The award was accepted
by Gayithri K M from
Kailash Adhikari and Amit

Sadh.
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Awareness urged to prevent
child marriage, abuse

KOPPAL

Member of the Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights Shekhar Gowda
G. Ramatnal called for strong
public awareness to prevent
child marriage and sexual
abuse of children.

He spoke while inaugurating
an awareness program orga-
nized for Anganwadi and
ASHA workers in Yelaburga
taluk. The program was held
jointly by the district adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat Koppal,
the district police department,
the Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, the Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment and the District Child
Protection Unit.

Ramatnal said village-level
child protection committees
should actively create aware-
ness to stop child marriage and
protect children from abuse. He
explained that the government
has introduced several laws to
safeguard children. One of the
most important laws is the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act 2012, which pro-
vides strict punishment for
crimes against children below
18 years of age. According to
the law, serious sexual assault
can lead to imprisonment from

Ramatnal urged village
child protection
committees to raise
awareness against child
marriage and abuse,
highlighting the 2012
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
with strict punishments

20 years to life along with a
fine.

He also warned that people
who conduct, support or en-
courage child marriages can
face punishment under the Pro-
hibition of Child Marriage Act
2006. Referring to the National
Family Health Survey-5, he
said child marriage in the dis-
trict has reduced to about 27
percent from 35.9 percent ear-
lier, but the issue still remains a
concern. District Child Protec-
tion Officer Sindhu Angadi said
abandoned children should be
reported to Child Helpline 1098
or handed over to the Child
Welfare Committee for proper
care and rehabilitation. She also
warned that illegal adoption is
punishable by law.

Officials urged Anganwadi
and ASHA workers to spread
awareness in villages to protect
children and ensure their safety
and rights.

O ibcworldnews.com

Saras mela
empowers women
entrepreneurs in
Koppal

KOPPAL

District Collector Dr. Suresh
B. Itnal said that Saras Mela
provides a valuable market
for women self-help groups
to showcase and sell their
products directly to the pub-
lic.

He was speaking after in-
augurating the 2026 Saras
Mela held at the office hall of
the Joint Director of Horti-
culture in Koppal city on
Wednesday. The three-day
fair from March 11 to 13 has
been organized as part of In-
ternational Women’s Day
celebrations by Karnataka
State Rural Livelihood Pro-
motion Society, the district
administration, the Zilla Pan-
chayat Koppal and the Dis-
trict Skill Mission under the
Sanjeevini NRLM and
NULM schemes.

Dr. Itnal said the fair not
only supports women entre-
preneurs but also introduces
the younger generation to the
region’s art, culture and tra-
ditional lifestyle. He noted
that most of the items dis-
played in the fair are pro-
duced by members of women
self-help groups, which helps
them earn better income

and gain financial inde-
pendence.

A total of 30 stalls have
been arranged in the dis-
trict-level exhibition and
sales fair to provide a proper
marketplace for products
made by women from rural
and urban self-help groups.
Participants from various
gram panchayats and urban
local bodies have displayed a
wide range of handmade and
traditional items.

Yogesh elected president, Mahadevayya as Vice President

MANDYA

P.L. Yogesh has been elected
as the President and Mahade-
vayya (Mahadevu K.P.) as the
Vice President of the Multi-
purpose Primary Rural Agri-
cultural Cooperative Society
(MPACS) at Panchegoudana-
doddy in Keragodu hobli of
the taluk. The election process
was held, where both leaders
were chosen unopposed by
the newly elected board mem-
bers.

Earlier in February, elec-
tions were conducted to select
the directors of the governing
body of the cooperative soci-
ety. The elected directors in-
clude P. Krishnappa (Dasap-
pa) of Panchegoudanadoddy,
Panchalinga, Mahadevayya,
P.L. Shivanna, and L. Shan-
kare Gowda of Ankannandod-
dy representing the general
category reserve.

Other members elected to
the board were Puttarevamma

of Panchegoudanadoddy un-
der the Backward Category
‘A’ reservation, P.L. Yogesh
under Backward Class ‘B’
reservation, Manjula K.H. of
Kalmantidoddy and M.N.
Mangala of Panchegoudana-
doddy under women’s reser-
vation, and K.H. Raju of Kal-
mantidoddy representing the
general category from the
non-debtor constituency.
Following discussions
among the directors, Yogesh
and Mahadevayya were unan-
imously selected as President
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and Vice President respective-
ly. L.D. Ravi served as the
Returning Officer during the
election process.

Chief Executive Officer
P.S. Chandan, Supervisor
Manu, and Assistant L. Na-
ganna were present at the
event along with several local
leaders and residents. Leaders
including P.L. Nagaraj, Kitty,
and Siddalingaiah congratu-
lated the newly elected office
bearers and wished them suc-
cess in strengthening the co-
operative society.

Mandya Priest Murder: Wife, lover arrested

MANDYA

The Mandya police have ar-
rested a priest’s wife, her lov-
er, and two accomplices for
allegedly murdering 43-year-
old priest Siddalingappa M.S.
The priest, a resident of
Maralagaala village, went
missing on March 6 and was
found dead the following day.

The arrested include Shali-
ni, 32, Siddalingappa’s wife;
M.C. Harisha, 33, her lover;
M.R. Santosh Kumar, 29; and
B.R. Ganesh, 29. Police said
Siddalingappa left home

around 3 p.m. on March 6 to
perform rituals at Ganapathi
Temple in K Shettihalli vil-
lage. When he did not return,
his family discovered blood-
stains, scattered religious
items, and his sandals near the
Chikka Devaraya Sagar canal.
His motorcycle was later
found submerged in the canal.

Police investigation re-
vealed that Shalini had in-
formed Harisha of Siddalin-
gappa’s fasting schedule, an-
ticipating minimal resistance.
The group allegedly attacked
Siddalingappa on the canal

bridge, fatally hitting him
with a blunt object before dis-
posing of his body and motor-
cycle in the water.

Superintendent of Police
V.J. Shobharani said Shalini
and Harisha had a long-stand-
ing affair that Siddalingappa
had discovered over a year
ago, leading to repeated dis-
putes. The accused attended
the funeral to deflect suspi-
cion, attempting to stage the
death as an accident.

Technical evidence and sus-
tained interrogation led to
their confession.

Guarantee schemes survey planned to verify beneficiaries

MANGALURU

State Vice President of the
Pancha Guarantee Scheme Im-
plementation Authority Dr.
Pumpa Amarnath said that
guarantee schemes introduced
by the state government have
become a lifeline for poor and
middle-class families.He was
speaking after inaugurating a
camp organized at the Bilinele
Gram Panchayat Hall in Kad-
aba taluk to review pending
and rejected applications relat-
ed to the guarantee schemes.
The event was jointly orga-
nized by the Kadaba Taluk

Guarantee Scheme Implemen-
tation Committee and Bilinele
Gram Panchayat along with a
Women’s Day celebration pro-
gram.Dr. Amarnath said the
schemes support people in

many ways, including assis-
tance for education, electricity
for homes, free bus travel for
women, food security and fi-
nancial support for unem-
ployed youth. He added that

the government plans to con-
duct a village-level survey to
collect accurate information
about beneficiaries receiving
these schemes.According to
him, the survey will help iden-
tify whether only eligible peo-
ple are benefiting from the
programs or if financially
well-off individuals are also
receiving the assistance meant
for the needy. The information
gathered will help the govern-
ment improve implementation
and ensure fairness in distribu-
tion.During his address, he
also spoke about women’s em-
powerment and said the Con-

stitution has given equal rights
to women. He urged that
women should get proper rep-
resentation in legislative bod-
ies such as the Assembly and
Parliament. Dakshina Kannada
District Guarantee Authority
President Bharat Mundodi pre-
sided over the event and said
the schemes have helped many
families in the district.Several
local leaders and officials at-
tended the program. Pending
applications were reviewed
and achievers from different
fields, along with Anganwadi
and ASHA workers, were
honoured for their service.

DHANANJAYA NAIK APPOINTED
AS STATE GENERAL SECRETARY

MAGADI

Dhananjaya Naik, former
president of the Chikkatore-
palya Taluk T.P. Standing
Committee, has been elected
as the state general secretary
of the Banjara Lambani Seva
Sangha in Karnataka. Siddha
Naik was elected unopposed
as the state president, while
Dhananjaya Naik was en-
trusted with the responsibility
of general secretary.
Speaking after his appoint-
ment, Naik expressed grati-
tude to the association’s of-
fice bearers for recognizing
his organizing abilities de-

spite the community’s small
population in Magadi taluk.
He emphasized his commit-
ment to strengthening the as-
sociation at the state level
and announced plans to tour
all 32 districts to address
pressing issues facing the
Banjara and Lambani com-
munities.

Highlighting key challeng-
es, Naik pointed to wide-
spread poverty, social issues,
and instances where children
are at risk due to economic
hardships. He pledged that
identifying such areas and
implementing reforms would
be a top priority.




=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

THURSDAY » MARCH 12, 2026

O ibcworldnews.com

State Child Rights
panel to tour
Chitradurga district

CHITRADURGA
The Karnataka State
Child Rights Protection
Commission will conduct
a district tour in Chitra-
durga on March 17, led by
member Dr. K.T. Thip-
peswamy. During the visit,
progress review meetings
of Holalkere Taluk Child
Protection Committee
will be held from 10 am to
1:30 pm, followed by a re-
view of Hosadurga Taluk
Child Protection Commit-
tee from 2 pm to 4:30 pm.
The initiative aims to
monitor child protection
activities, evaluate imple-
mentation of welfare
schemes, and strengthen
local child rights systems.
Officials and committee
members are expected to
attend and provide up-
dates on ongoing pro-
grams.

SSLCexam
guidancevia live
phone program

CHITRADURGA
Akashvani Chitradurga
FM Center will host a live
phone-in program on
March 12 to guide stu-
dents for this year's SSLC
annual exam. Deputy Di-
rector M.R. Manjunath,
Education Officer Mo-
hammad Inayat Ullah,
and Subject Inspector
K.G. Prashanth will an-
swer calls from students,
parents, and the public
between 10:05amand
11:05 am. Calls can be
made to 9448640273,
9141970272, or 08194-
295649. Additionally, a
live dialogue with G.D.
Chittanna Seegehatti on
“Cultural Identity of Chi-
tradurga Tribal Communi-
ties” will air at 9:15 pm,
hosted by Dr. Naveen
Maskal, and can be ac-
cessed online worldwide.

Gas cylinder stolen
amid supply shortage
worries

CHANNAPATNA
A gas cylinder was stolen
from the house of Kr-
ishnappa in Kanakana-
gar, Channapatna, amid
ongoing shortages linked
to the Israel-Iran conflict.
The theft occurred when
the household was emp-
ty, and the servant fled
with the full cylinder.
CCTV footage captured
the thief carrying the cyl-
inder from the com-
pound. Residents, al-
ready anxious about the
limited gas supply, now
face added concerns
over thefts. The incident
has been reported to the
Channapatna Town po-
lice, who have registered
a case and begun investi-
gation. Authorities urged
households to remain
cautious and secure cyl-
inders properly.

Balakrishna praised Shivakumar for reorganizing the party, predicting 138 seats,
and ensuring Congress’ strong majority during COVID-19 challenges

MAGADI

MLA H.C. Balakrishna laud-
ed the six-year tenure of
D.K. Shivakumar as Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) president,
calling it highly successful
and a major boost for the
party. Speaking to reporters
in Magadi, he said Shivaku-
mar’s leadership strength-
ened the party at the grass-
roots level even during chal-
lenging times.

Balakrishna highlighted

that during Shivakumar’s
term, the state faced the se-

vere impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and

the BJP government was in
power. Despite these difficul-
ties, Shivakumar collaborat-
ed with Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah to reorganize the
party effectively.

He noted that Shivakumar
had confidently predicted the
Congress would win 138
seats before the elections,
and it was his organizational
skills and persistent efforts
that helped the party secure a
strong majority.

The MLA also praised Shi-
vakumar’s role in implement-

ing popular government
guarantees that benefited cit-
izens across the state. Party
workers and leaders celebrat-
ed Shivakumar’s six-year
achievements with a banquet,
expressing their respect and
appreciation for his contribu-
tions.

Responding to questions
about Shivakumar continuing
as KPCC president, Bal-
akrishna emphasized that he
remains committed to the
party high command’s deci-
sions and will respect any

leadership directives.

The event was attended by
former Taluk Panchayat
Standing Committee Presi-
dent Dhananjaya Naik,
ex-Municipal Council mem-
bers Rupesh, Shivakumaru,
Ramya Narasimha Murthy,
Anand, and TAPCMS Direc-
tor M.R. Manjunath, among
others. The gathering reflect-
ed widespread acknowledg-
ment of Shivakumar’s lead-
ership in strengthening the
Congress party and guiding it
to electoral success.

Justice Shilpa launches
district child rlghts program

CHIKKABALLAPUR

A special awareness program
on child rights and protection
policies was organized on
Wednesday at the Chikka-
ballapur Taluk Panchayat
Hall. The program was
jointly conducted by
the Karnataka State
Child Rights Pro-
tection Commis-
sion, Chikka-
ballapur District
Legal Services
Authority, Dis-
trict Administra-
tion, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Police Depart-
ment, School Education
and Literacy Department,
College Education Depart-
ment, Women and Child De-
velopment Department, and
District Child Protection Unit.
The session focused on the
Karnataka State Child Protec-
tion Policy 2016 (Revi-
sion-2023) and aimed to en-
hance understanding among
participating officers, school
principals, and staff about
safeguarding child rights.
Honorable Senior Civil Judge
and Member Secretary of the

The
session on
Karnataka State
Child Protection Policy
2016 (Revision-2023)
enhanced awareness
among officers, school
staff, and officials,
inaugurated by
Justice B.
Shilpa

District Legal
Services Au-
thority, Justice
B. Shilpa, in-
augurated the
awareness pro-
gram.
Senior Police Child
Welfare Officer Prakash R,
Women and Child Develop-
ment Officer Venkate Gowda
R.K., District Child Protec-
tion Officer Nautaj B., school
heads, principals, headmas-
ters, supervisors, teachers,
non-teaching staff, kitchen
staff, training teachers, guest
teachers, organization heads,
vehicle drivers, SDMC Presi-
dent, and other members par-
ticipated in the program.

The initiative emphasized
coordinated efforts across de-

partments to ensure the safety,
welfare, and education of
children in the district. At-
tendees were briefed on legal
frameworks, policy updates,
and best practices for moni-
toring and reporting child
rights violations.

Justice Shilpa highlighted
the importance of collabora-
tive action and active partici-
pation from all stakeholders
to create a secure and sup-
portive environment for chil-
dren in schools, colleges, and
communities.

The program concluded
with a pledge to strengthen
child protection measures
across the district through
awareness, training, and strict
implementation of existing
laws.
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Off1c1als urge accurate data in d1g1tal census

CHITRADURGA

Sub-Divisional Officer K. J.
Kantaraj said that accurate
information is very important
for the success of the upcom-
ing digital census and urged
field officials to work with
responsibility.

He spoke while inaugurat-
ing a three-day training
workshop for field-level
trainers for the Census of In-
dia 2027 held at the Chitra-
durga Zilla Panchayat hall in
the city on Wednesday. The
workshop was organized to
train officials who will guide
enumerators during the cen-
sus process.

Kantaraj said the census
plays a key role in the devel-
opment of the country. Earli-

er, census data was collected
manually, but this time infor-
mation will be recorded dig-
itally through a mobile appli-
cation. According to him, the
use of technology will help
reduce mistakes and make
data collection faster and
more reliable.

He explained that the first
census in India began in
1872 and has been conducted
every ten years since 1951
after independence.

The census scheduled for
2021 was delayed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The up-
coming census will help the
government understand the
social, economic, educational
and family conditions of peo-
ple and prepare future devel-
opment plans.

GIRIDHARI DANCE SPECTACL

Officials also said that cit-
izens will have the option of
self-enumeration to submit
their details online. Enumer-
ators have been asked to cre-
ate awareness among the
public about this facility and
ensure that correct informa-
tion is recorded by visiting
every household.

Chief Planning Officer C.
S. Gayatri said the digital
process will make the census
more systematic. Self-enu-
meration will be held from
April 1 to 15, house listing
from April 15 to May 15, and
the population census during
October and November.

Election Tahsildar Bibi
Fatima and other officials at-
tended the training work-
shop.

Global Conflicts Raise Gas
Shortage Concerns in Karnataka
BENGALURU

Wars around the world may
seem far away, but their im-
pact is often felt in every-
day life. Experts say global
conflicts are now affecting
fuel supplies, cooking gas
prices and the daily routines
of people in many places,
including India.

History shows that wars
bring suffering not only on
battlefields but also to ordi-
nary citizens. When conflict
erupts in regions that pro-
duce oil and gas, supply
chains across the world be-
come unstable. Countries
that depend on imports,
such as India, begin to face
pressure in energy supply
and rising costs.

In recent months, people
in Karnataka have been dis-
cussing the shortage of
cooking gas cylinders in
some areas. Cooking gas
has become an essential
part of modern life. In earli-
er days, families used fire-
wood and coal for cooking,
but today most households
rely on gas cylinders be-
cause they are clean, fast

and convenient.

Through the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, the
central government helped
many poor families get gas
connections. As a result, the
use of LPG increased rapid-
ly across the country and in
Karnataka as well. Howev-
er, recent reports say some
cities are experiencing a
shortage of commercial gas
cylinders.

Restaurants and small ho-
tels in cities like Bengaluru
and Kalaburagi are facing
difficulties due to reduced
supply. Some eateries have
cut down their menu items,
while others are struggling
to continue normal opera-
tions. Street food vendors
and catering businesses are
also affected.

Experts say global con-
flicts in West Asia have in-
fluenced the supply of oil
and gas, creating pressure
on imports. Strengthening
distribution, preventing
hoarding and encouraging
alternative energy options
may help reduce the prob-
lem and ensure stable fuel
supply for everyone.

M.H. Prakash
becomes
president of new

rotary club
RAMANAGARA

Journalist M. H. Prakash took
charge as the charter president
of the newly formed Rotary
Ramgarh Rockers club during
a ceremony held at Krish-
nasmriti Kalyana Mantapa on
Monday evening. Advocate
Nagesh assumed office as the
general secretary of the new
unit.

The event marked the offi-
cial launch of the new Rotary
club in Ramanagara. District
Governor Sridhar formally
handed over the leadership
responsibility to M.H.
Prakash and wished the club
success in its future service
activities.

Addressing the gathering,
Sridhar said youth should ac-
tively participate in service
organizations like Rotary In-
ternational to build leadership
qualities and develop a spirit
of helping society. He ex-
pressed hope that the new
club would work for the wel-
fare of the community and
carry forward the values of
Rotary.

Speaking after assuming
office, M.H. Prakash said that
Rotary is a strong platform
for individuals who wish to
contribute to society through
service. He thanked all mem-
bers for electing him as the
first president of the club and
promised to carry out the re-
sponsibility with dedication.

He added that with the co-
operation of members, the
club will organize various so-
cial service programs and
community welfare activities
in the coming days.

During the event, several
achievers from different fields
were felicitated for their con-
tributions to society. Among
them were environmental ac-
tivist Saalu Maradana Nin-
ganna, theatre personality
Sachchidan Adamurthy, and
educationist Chikkamani Put-
tamadaya.

The club also distributed
notebooks and sports equip-
ment to students of a nearby
government primary school as
part of its first community ini-
tiative.

The magistrate assured uninterrupted gas supply, warned against panic buying;
and stated lllegal commercial diversion of domestic cylinders mv1tes strict action

Chitradurga assures adequate cooking gas supply

CHITRADURGA

District Magistrate T. Ven-
katesh has assured residents
that cooking gas supply in
Chitradurga district remains
sufficient, dispelling public
concerns arising from the on-
going war in the Middle East.
Speaking at a meeting of sales
officers from IOCL and
BPCL held at the District
Magistrate’s office on
Wednesday, he confirmed that
domestic gas stocks are ade-
quate and distribution will
continue normally.

The magistrate emphasized
that consumers should not
rush to gas agencies or create
unnecessary queues out of

fear of shortages. “There is no
need for the public to worry,
and the supply of domestic
cooking gas cylinders will re-
main uninterrupted,” he said.
He warned that any indi-
vidual diverting do-
mestic cylinders for
commercial pur-
poses would face
strict action under

the law.

During the meet-
ing, District Magistrate
Venkatesh reviewed current
stock levels and distribution
plans with company officials
to ensure smooth supply. He
highlighted the importance of
accurate reporting by gas
agencies to prevent misinfor-

mation and public anxiety.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner B.T. Kumaras-
wamy, Joint Director of the
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment Shidrama Mariha-
la, IOCL Sales Officer
Bharat Chandra, and
BPCL Sales Officer
Sushrima Behra were
present at the meeting.
The authorities urged
residents to continue regu-
lar purchasing habits and
avoid panic buying, assuring
that both domestic and com-
mercial cooking gas needs in
Chitradurga district will be
fully met in the coming

weeks.

Varsha RaWprakash’s dance captivates B’luru audience

TUMKUR

Renowned Bharatanatyam ar-
tiste Varsha Raviprakash from
Tumbkur recently mesmerized
audiences in Bengaluru with
a spectacular dance produc-
tion titled “Giridhari.”

The performance, presented
by the Swaravi Arts Founda-
tion, combined classical
Bharatanatyam traditions with
modern technology, creating
a unique cultural experience
for viewers.

The event was held at the
Dayananda Sagar Auditorium
and was based on the story of
Govardhanagiri and the di-

vine love between Radha and
Krishna. Through graceful
dance movements, expressive
storytelling, and original mu-
sic, the team explored the
deep question of why Radha
loved Krishna so deeply.

The production stood out
for its innovative stage de-
sign.

Holographic technology
was used to depict Indraloka,
Bhuloka, and other mytholog-
ical settings, making the stage

appear like the magical world
of Gokula. The visual effects,
lighting, and digital graphics
brought the ancient story alive
and left the audience amazed
throughout the performance.

The choreography was
jointly created by Varsha
Raviprakash and creative di-
rector Suhas J. Lighting de-
sign was handled by Surya N.
Rao, while the music was
composed by Venky G. The
artistic direction was guided
by G. G. Mustafa Khan.

The grand production in-
volved 75 Bharatanatyam
dancers and a team of more
than 100 artists and techni-

cians. Together they created a
powerful blend of classical
dance and modern theatre
techniques.

Speaking before the perfor-
mance, Varsha Raviprakash
said “Giridhari” was born
from a dream to show that
Bharatanatyam has no limits.
She added that when tradition
and imagination meet, magi-
cal moments can be created
on stage.

The performance was ap-
preciated by classical dance
lovers and first-time viewers
alike, marking a new chapter
in blending tradition with
technology.

Authorities Issue Guidelines for
Smooth SSLC Exam Conduct

CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy has
issued strict instructions to en-
sure that the SSLC annual ex-
aminations in the district are
conducted in a smooth, sys-
tematic, and transparent man-
ner. Speaking at a preliminary
meeting at the District Collec-
tor’s office on Wednesday, he
emphasized coordination
among officials to avoid any
confusion and lapses during
the exams.

He directed that all examina-
tion materials, especially ques-
tion papers, be handled with
utmost security. A three-mem-

ber committee including the
Tahsildar, BEO, and a school
principal will oversee distribu-
tion. Special arrangements
have been made for disabled
students, placing them on the
ground floor, and for continu-
ous transport of materials with-
out unnecessary stops. Clean
drinking water, functioning
toilets, and first-aid facilities
will be ensured at all centers,
with the District Health Officer
deploying health personnel.

Security has been tightened,
with police deployed at 84 cen-
ters and a temporary security
room established at St. Jo-
seph’s School for safe storage
of answer sheets.
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Collector stresses safe water
and clean Indira canteens

Collector urged officials to promote wet-dry waste separation through
awareness programs in schools, colleges industries, and public events

MANDYA

Mandya District Collector Dr.
Kumar directed officials to
give top priority to the quality
of drinking water supplied to
the public, stating that safe
and clean water is essential
for good health.

Speaking at a progress re-
view meeting of urban local
bodies held at the District
Collector’s office, he said that
contaminated water can cause
serious health problems.
Therefore, local bodies must
ensure that sewage water
does not leak into drinking
water pipelines or mix with
the supply at any point.

The Collector also stressed
the importance of maintain-
ing cleanliness and hygiene at

Indira Canteens. He instruct-
ed authorities to ensure that
food served in the canteens
meets the quality standards
fixed by the government.
Clean surroundings and puri-
fied drinking water must also
be provided to visitors.
Under the Swachh Sarvek-
shan Abhiyan, he asked offi-
cials to create awareness

among the public about sepa-
rating wet and dry waste at
home. Awareness pro-
grammes should be conduct-
ed in schools, colleges, indus-
tries and crowded public
places. Activities such as
walkathons and marathons
should also be organised to
spread the message of clean-
liness.

The Collector further said
that funds provided by the
government under various
schemes must be properly uti-
lised to provide basic facili-
ties to citizens.

To control the stray dog
problem in urban areas, he
directed officials to focus on
sterilisation and vaccination
programmes and to establish
shelters for stray animals.
Dangerous dogs should be
shifted to shelters.

Officials were also instruct-
ed to speed up development
works, improve solid waste
management, and ensure
timely property tax collection
before the end of March.

Several officials and mu-
nicipal representatives attend-
ed the meeting.
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Farmers burn tobacco bales

HUNSUR

Hundreds of tobacco farmers
staged a protest in Hunsur ta-
luk after a sudden fall in to-
bacco prices at local auction
markets. Angry growers
burned tobacco bales and
tyres on the road and blocked
traffic to express their frustra-
tion over the declining rates.
The protest began at the to-
bacco auction markets in Kat-
temalawadi and Javanikuppe
where auctions were being
held on several platforms.
Farmers stopped the auction
process on platforms 2, 3, 62
and 64 and walked out of the
market yard. They later gath-
ered on the road and began a
demonstration demanding
better prices for their produce.
Farmers said that good
quality tobacco that was ear-
lier selling for around X275
per kilogram had suddenly
dropped to about 3220 on
Wednesday. This decline of

protestlng prlce crash

nearly %50 per kilogram has
caused heavy losses to grow-
ers who spent large amounts
on cultivation and processing.

Manju, a farmer from Ele-
muddanahalli village, said
that the sharp fall in price had
shocked farmers.

Many growers shouted slo-
gans against officials and ex-
pressed anger over what they
called unfair pricing in the
auction markets.

After the protest at the auc-
tion yard, farmers marched to
the Tahsildar’s office in Hun-

sur town. They met Tahsildar
Manjunath and requested that
a meeting be held with the
District Collector, public rep-
resentatives and officials to
discuss the issue and find a
solution.

Meanwhile, auctions re-
sumed at the Kattemalawadi
market with better prices
ranging between 3255 and
%260 per kilogram for good
quality tobacco. The average
price was around 3230, while
lower grade tobacco fetched
about 165 per kilogram.

Rishi Anand reviewed records and urged staff to provide clean water,
electricity, toilets, and timely nutritious food for children

ZP CEO reviews development
works in Padekanur

VIJAYAPURA

Chief Executive Officer of
Vijayapura Zilla Panchayat
Rishi Anand inspected vari-
ous development works in
Padekanur village of Talikoti
taluk and directed officials to
complete the pending works
on priority.

During his visit, he inspect-
ed the Anganwadi centre in
Padekanur village under Kon-
nur Gram Panchayat. He in-
structed staff to maintain
cleanliness around the Angan-
wadi and ensure a healthy en-
vironment for children. He
also asked them to focus on
improving the learning abili-
ties of children and give im-
portance to quality education.

Rishi Anand checked sever-
al records including atten-
dance registers of staff and
children and health check-up
reports. He stressed the need
to provide basic facilities such
as clean drinking water, elec-
tricity and toilets at the centre.
He also instructed staff to en-
sure the timely distribution of

nutritious food to children.

Since the summer season
has already begun, he advised
Anganwadi workers to ensure
that children stay in shaded
areas and are protected from
heat. He also directed staff to
maintain proper hygiene in
the kitchen where food is pre-
pared for the children.

Later, the CEO visited the
Government Ayurveda Clinic
in the village and reviewed
the arrangements made for
patients. He also inspected the
ongoing CC road and sewer-
age works in the village and

discussed the need for addi-
tional development works be-
tween Padekanur and Konnur
villages.

After reviewing the prog-
ress, he instructed the Pancha-
yat Raj Engineering Depart-
ment officials to complete the
road construction work be-
tween Padekanur and Hallur
villages within the stipulated
time and maintain quality
standards.

Officials including engi-
neers and taluk panchayat
staff were present during the
inspection visit.

Mandya Police launch civilian flrearm training program

MANDYA

The Mandya District Police
will provide civilian firearm
training at the District Armed
Reserve (DAR) Force ground
for seven days, from March 23
to March 29. Citizens interest-
ed in participating can submit
their applications between
March 15 and March 21 at the
Mandya DAR Armory, along
with the prescribed fee.
Applicants must include a
residence certificate, Aadhar
card, and a certificate from the
local police station confirming
that no criminal cases have
been registered against them
and that they possess good
character. The program will
include target practice, for
which participants are required
to bear the cost of bullets used
during training. The training
sessions are scheduled daily
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. Candi-

dates must attend all sessions
and are instructed to wear
white pants, a white T-shirt,
white shoes, and bring a
ground sheet. The sessions
will be supervised by trained
police personnel to ensure
safety and proper handling of
firearms.

DSP S. Rachaiah of the
Mandya DAR unit will over-
see the training program, and
citizens can contact him at
9480804806 for detailed in-

formation and guidance. The
District Superintendent of Po-
lice emphasized the impor-
tance of the program, urging
the public to take advantage
of this opportunity to develop
firearm safety skills and en-
hance personal security in a
responsible manner.

The initiative is part of the
district police’s ongoing ef-
forts to train and empower
citizens in handling firearms
safely.

SAFE CHILDCARE FACILITY

Mar 17 Protest in Bldar to Challenge Internal Reservation Report

BIDAR

The meeting of the executive
committee was held at Hotel
Vrindavan, where leaders dis-
cussed the issues related to
internal reservation and final-
ized the plan for organising a
major protest in the city.
During the meeting, members
deliberated on the impact of
the internal reservation report
and outlined strategies for the
upcoming agitation.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mahesh Goranalkar stated
that the implementation of in-
ternal reservation has resulted
in discrimination against
members of the right-hand
communities, particularly in
the selection process for edu-
cation and government em-
ployment.

He said that the existing
roster system has caused in-
justice to several communities

and that the planned protest
aims to demand correction of
these issues.

Goranalkar further alleged
that certain attempts are being
made to deliberately defame
ministers belonging to the
right-hand communities and
create unrest within the Dalit
community.

According to him, the pro-
posed protest will act as a
strong response to such devel-

opments and highlight the
concerns of the affected com-
munities.

He also announced that let-
ters would be written to con-
cerned MLAs and ministers
requesting them to raise the
issue in appropriate forums
and speak out against what he
described as injustice faced
by right-hand communities
due to the internal reservation
system.

Appealing for widespread
participation, Goranalkar
called upon Ambedkarite ac-
tivists, members of right-hand
communities, government and
semi-government employees,
retired staff, political leaders
from different parties, stu-
dents, graduates, women and
youth to take part in the pro-
test in large numbers.

He said that the agitation is
being organised not only to
address present concerns but
also to secure a better and
fairer future for the coming
generations.

Several leaders and com-
mittee members attended the
meeting and expressed their
support for the planned pro-
test. Among those present
were executive committee
members Arun Patel, Pavan
Mithare, Sanjukumar Sagar,
Pradeep Natekar, Rahul
Dange and Prakash Ravan.

Mandya youth encouraged
to embrace sportsmanship

MANDYA

Prof. Vishnu Shinde, Head of
Akkamahadevi University,
has urged the youth of Man-
dya district to develop sports-
manship and take a keen in-
terest in athletics. Speaking at
the inauguration of the Dis-
trict Level Sports Meet-2026
at Sir M. Visvesvaraya Stadi-
um, he said that India’s recent
victory in the 2026 T20 World
Cup has inspired young peo-
ple to embrace the spirit of
sports. The program was or-
ganized jointly by the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Youth Empower-
ment and Sports Department,
Mandya University, and vari-
ous youth and women’s
boards of the district. Prof.
Shinde highlighted the grow-
ing participation of women in
sports at the national and in-
ternational level, saying it en-

hances respect, dignity, and
career opportunities for wom-
en. “Regular involvement in
sports develops both the mind
and body, improves health,
and strengthens mental resil-
ience,” he added, urging
young men and women to
pursue sports consistently.

National Service Scheme
Officer M.B. Pramila empha-
sized that sports play an in-
creasingly important role in
society and encouraged the
youth to aim for excellence at
national and international lev-
els.

District Youth Coordination
Officer Shruti and Physical
Education Teacher Usharani
were also present. Officials
encouraged students to adopt
sports as a part of daily life,
noting that athletic engage-
ment not only reflects person-
al strength but also showcases
the district’s talent and com-
mitment to excellence.

Childcare centre eases burden for working mothers

VIJAYAPURA

A childcare centre started at
the premises of the Vijayapu-
ra Zilla Panchayat is bringing
relief to many working moth-
ers by providing a safe place
for their children during of-
fice hours. The centre, func-
tioning under the Department
of Women and Child Devel-
opment, has become a helpful
facility for women employees
who struggle to manage both
work and childcare.

In many urban families,
both husband and wife are
employed, making it difficult

to care for young children. To
solve this problem, the child-
care centre was established at
the Zilla Panchayat campus.
The facility has been running
for the past three years, and a

new and improved building
has now been constructed to
better serve employees.

The centre is designed like
a play home where children
are cared for from morning to

evening. It has a kitchen,
playroom, resting area, learn-
ing materials and colourful
wall paintings that help in
language and mental develop-
ment. Toys, brain-develop-
ment games and creative ma-
terials are also available to
support children’s learning.

Children are given nutri-
tious food such as milk, eggs,
ragi porridge, rice, vegetable
soup and fruits every day. A
playground with swings and
slides has also been arranged
so children can play freely
and enjoy their time at the
centre.

Around 10 to 15 children
visit the centre daily. A teach-
er and two assistants take care
of them, ensuring proper
food, playtime and rest.

Various activities like
rhymes, storytelling and
games help improve chil-
dren’s physical and mental
development.

Chief Executive Officer Ri-
shi Anand often visits the cen-
tre and interacts with the chil-
dren. Many women employ-
ees from nearby government
offices now leave their chil-
dren at the centre and attend
work without worry.

Judge Urges Women to
Know Laws for Equal Rights

AFZALPUR

Women should be aware of
laws so they can live with
dignity and equality in so-
ciety, said senior civil
judge Vinayak Mayanna-
var while speaking at a le-
gal awareness program in
Afzalpur town.

The event was organized
at the Government First
Grade College to mark In-
ternational Women's Day.
It was jointly arranged by
the Taluka Legal Services
Committee, the Lawyers
Association, and the Gov-
ernment First Grade Col-

lege. Judge Mayannavar
inaugurated the program
and addressed students and
participants. He said every
woman should understand
her legal rights and protec-
tions. Awareness about
laws helps women face
challenges with confidence
and ensures they are treat-
ed equally with men. He
stressed that women
should never tolerate vio-
lence, pressure, or discrim-
ination in any form.

The judge also spoke
about social problems such
as child marriage, forced
marriage, and dowry.

SPECIAL DISTRICT COURT NO.1
TO DEAL WITH MCOP CASES AT
COIMBATORE

(SPECIAL DISTRICT JUDGE NO.1)
M.C.O.P.CFR - 15105 of 2025
Vinoth Palanisamy ... Petitioner
-\s-

G. Christoper, S/o0. Gnanaseelan,
46 Years, No.637, 5" Phase, Mig
N Block, Housing Board Colony,
Yelahanka, Bangalore - 560 064.
... 1 Respondent
NOTICE TO 15T RESPONDENT
Take notice that the above M.C.0.P.
C.F.R. No.15105 of 2025 has been
filed before this Hon’ble Court
by the npetitioner seeking relief
against the respondent. The case is
posted for hearing on 01.04.2026
at 10.30 A.M. The respondent is
hereby directed to appear before
this Hon’ble Court either in person
or through an advocate on the said
date and time, failing which the
matter will be heard and decided
ex-parte.
S. Satheesh, B.Com., BL.,
Advocate,
Coimbatore - 18, Tamilnadu.

Toplacea
classified ad
contact:
080-41209042

|, MUHAMMAD AMJAD, S/o
Muhammad Mohsin, Resident
of No 22/5-4, G Floor, 4th Main,
Bismillah Nagar, Dharma ramp
College Post, Bengaluru 560029,
have changed my name to
MOHAMMED AMJAD , Vide
Affidavit Dated 10.03.2026 before
notary V. RAJASHEKHARA,
Bengaluru

I, JAGADISHAGOUDA S/o
SIDDANAGOUDA R/o0
Kadoor, Yerigonal,
Kushtagi, Koppal,
Karnataka-583281,
have changed the name
of my minor son
VIRESHAGOUDA aged 12
years and he shall
hereafter be known as
VEERANAGOUDA J PATIL.

I, RANJIT MOHAN S/o0 VG
MOHAN KUMAR R/o0 120,
3rd Cross, Bds Layout,
Hegde Nagar, Ganesh
Temple, Bangalore North,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560077, have changed

the name of my minor son
ATHARV VINITH aged 4
years and he shall
hereafter be known as
ATHARV VINITH MOHAN.
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Guj ATS seizes 9 kg
more etomidate drug
inexport racket probe

Ahmedabad
The Gujarat Anti-Terror-
ist Squad (ATS) probing
an alleged international
etomidate export racket
have seized an addition-
al nine kilograms of the
anaesthetic drug during
the probe, officials said
on Wednesday. The total
quantity seized in the
case was 50 kilograms
across India and over-
seas. According to offi-
cials, the fresh recoveries
were made during fol-
low-up searches con-
ducted after investiga-
tors shared details of the
case on Tuesday. During
the latest action, the in-
vestigation team seized
four kilograms of etomi-
date from the Aramex
logistics hub. Officials
said the consignment
had been sent for air car-
g0 shipment by accused
Nikunj Gadhiya on March
2 through a firm named
DSUN Chemicals and
Pharma.
|

NITI Aayog launches
second annual edition
of ‘Fiscal Health Index’

New Delhi
The NITI Aayog on

Wednesday launched
the second annual edi-
tion of the Fiscal Health
Index to provide a com-
prehensive and compa-
rable assessment of the
fiscal performance of In-

dian states. The Index
has been designed as a
data-driven framework
to evaluate fiscal sound-
ness, guide reforms, and

promote evi-

dence-based fiscal poli-
cy making across states.

At a time when global
public finances are un-
der mounting pressure,
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CRPF SETS UP‘SHOOT HOUSE’ INKASHMIR

It aims at enhancing the combat readiness and tactical capabilities of its personnel deployed in high-risk operational environments

SRINAGAR

According to a statement is-
sued by the CRPF, the newly
established facility has been
designed to provide advanced
training in close-quarter battle
(CQB) techniques and
room-entry drills, which are
essential for counter-insur-
gency and anti-terror opera-
tions. The initiative is part of
the force’s ongoing efforts to
modernise training methods
and equip personnel with the
skills required to respond ef-
fectively to evolving security
challenges in the region.

The CRPF stated that the
Shoot House will enable

troops to sharpen their tactical
skills in simulated combat en-
vironments that closely re-
semble real-life situations.
CRPF has established a
‘Shoot House’ facility in
Kashmir to enhance special-
ised combat training for its
personnel. Designed for
close-quarter battle and
room-entry drills, the facility
will help troops sharpen the
tactical skills required for
high-risk operations, the state-
ment said.

Equipped with modern
technology, the facility aims
to ensure that CRPF person-
nel remain operationally elite
and better prepared to tackle

emerging threats. The ad-
vanced training environment
allows security personnel to
practise critical operations
such as building clearance,

coordinated team movements,
and hostage-rescue scenarios.

A Shoot House, sometimes
referred to as a Kill House, is
a specialised, highly secure

structure used by military and
law enforcement agencies for
live-fire training exercises.
These facilities are construct-
ed with ballistic-rated and ar-
moured walls that ensure
safety during intense training
drills while preventing bullet
ricochets.

Typically built using mate-
rials such as reinforced con-
crete, plywood, and ballistic
rubber, the structures are de-
signed to contain live ammu-
nition safely. The layout usu-
ally includes hallways, stair-
cases, doors, windows, and
sometimes furniture to simu-
late real-world environments
where operations may take

place.

The modular design of such
facilities allows rooms and
walls to be reconfigured, en-
abling trainers to create dif-
ferent tactical scenarios. Fea-
tures often include moving or
pop-up targets, mechanical or
explosive breaching doors,
and the use of flashbang de-
vices to replicate real opera-
tional conditions.

Additionally, video cameras
and overhead catwalks are in-
stalled to allow instructors to
monitor drills closely. This
enables detailed After Action
Reviews (AAR), helping per-
sonnel analyse their perfor-
mance and refine tactics.

PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
gams momentum in Udhampur

JAMMU

According to government estimates,
more than 700 houses in Udhampur
district have already installed solar
panels on their rooftops under the
scheme.

Many more residents have applied
and are currently awaiting installa-
tion, reflecting the rising interest in
renewable energy solutions that help
reduce electricity costs while promot-
ing environmental sustainability.

Officials say the initiative is not
only helping households cut down on
electricity bills but is also making a
silent yet strong contribution towards
environmental protection by encour-
aging the use of solar power.

Anuj Gupta, Assistant Executive

the sustainability of
sub-national finances
has assumed increasing
importance. In this con-
text, robust fiscal man-
agement at all levels of
government has become
essential to maintaining
macroeconomic stability
and supporting long-
term development, ac-
cording to an official
statement.

Engineer at the Power Development
Department (PDD) in Udhampur,
said that the scheme has seen signifi-
cant participation in the district. He
noted that over 700 rooftop solar sys-
tems have already been installed and
several more are expected to be set up
in the coming months.

People who have installed solar
panels are benefiting greatly. Their
electricity bills have also decreased
significantly after installing solar
panels, Gupta said. He also urged res-

idents to take full advantage of the
scheme, which is being implement-
ed by the Central government to
promote clean energy adoption at
the household level.

This is a central government
scheme and people should take full
advantage of it. Through this, you
can significantly reduce your elec-
tricity bills and contribute to clean
energy, he added.

Beneficiaries of the scheme have
also shared positive experiences af-
ter installing solar panels. Satish
Khajuria, a resident who availed of
the scheme, said the financial assis-
tance provided by the government
has made solar energy more acces-
sible for ordinary households.

We installed solar panels under
the PM Surya Ghar Yojana. It has
many benefits. We can finance it for
around 10,000, while the total cost
is around %2 lakh. The government
provides a subsidy of around
%85,000 to 290,000, he said.

Khajuria added that the electricity
generated by the panels is fed di-
rectly into the power grid, which
significantly reduces monthly elec-
tricity bills. Ever since I installed
these solar panels, our electricity
bill has not exceeded X150, he said.

Centre should ensure
uninterrupted LPG,
fuel supply: Punjab Min

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Food and Civil Supplies Minister Lal
Chand Kataruchak on Wednesday urged the Centre
to ensure uninterrupted supplies of essential fuels
amid rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia.
Chairing a meeting with representatives of major
public sector oil companies — Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Limited (IOCL), Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Limited (HPCL) and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) — the minister
stressed the need for coordinated efforts to main-
tain steady supplies and prevent panic among the
public.

Kataruchak said the ongoing conflict in West
Asia could potentially disrupt the availability of
petroleum products and cooking gas. He urged the
Union government to remain proactive and ensure
that citizens do not face shortages of LPG, petrol
and diesel. The minister also called upon the
high-powered committee constituted by the Centre
to remain vigilant and take timely measures to
maintain adequate supplies of essential commod-
ities across the country. He said the committee
must act swiftly to prevent public panic arising
from the volatile global situation.

Kataruchak further directed senior officers of the
Food and Civil Supplies Department to closely
monitor the situation at the district level and hold
meetings with Deputy Commissioners, District
Food Supply Controllers and representatives of gas
companies to ensure smooth distribution.

Guj orders 34 trainsets for
Ahmedabad Surat metro prOJects

AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat government has
placed an order for 34 metro
train sets to strengthen urban
transport systems in the state,
with 10 sets allocated for the
Ahmedabad Metro Phase-2
project and 24 for the upcom-
ing Surat Metro. Officials said
the train sets are being manu-
factured at Titagarh’s produc-
tion facility in Kolkata.

The procurement is part of
the state government’s broader
efforts to improve public trans-
port infrastructure and enhance
urban mobility. Authorities
also noted that domestic man-
ufacturing of the train sets will
support employment genera-
tion and skill development in
the sector while reducing reli-
ance on imports.

The additional 10 train sets
for Ahmedabad Metro Phase-2
will primarily operate on the
Ahmedabad—Gandhinagar cor-
ridor. At present, a 68.2-kilo-
metre metro network is opera-
tional across the twin cities,
serving as a key transport op-
tion for daily commuters. Cur-
rently, 32 train sets are running

on the corridor, and the addi-
tion of new sets is expected to
increase service frequency,
reduce passenger waiting
times and improve capacity.
Metro services in Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar were con-
ceptualised during Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s tenure
as Chief Minister of Gujarat.
Since then, Phase-1 and
Phase-2 of the Ahmedabad
Metro Rail Project have been
implemented under the current
state government led by Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

Meanwhile, work on the
40.3-kilometre Surat Metro
project is progressing steadily.
The 24 new train sets ordered
for Surat will be deployed
once the system becomes op-
erational, providing a modern
and sustainable transport alter-
native for the city’s growing
population.

‘Cong MLA must apologise for
offensive language against women’

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal
Cheema on Wednesday con-
demned Congress legislator Sukh-
pal Khaira for derogatory remarks
he made on social media, demand-
ing an immediate and uncondition-
al apology. The minister also ap-
pealed to the Speaker of the
Vidhan Sabha to initiate strict dis-
ciplinary action if Khaira failed to
apologise publicly for his offensive
and unparliamentary language.
Addressing the House, Cheema
said, Sukhpal Singh Khaira made
offensive comments directed at the
women of Punjab and subsequent-
ly launched a severe personal at-
tack on me, referring to me as a
‘bandua mazdoor’ when I stood up
to object to his remarks. Such lan-
guage is completely unacceptable

and unbecoming of a legislator.

Taking the matter further while
addressing the media outside the
House, the minister demanded that
Congress should tender an official
apology because its members used
these derogatory words towards
the labour community and women.

He stressed the party leadership
must take responsibility for the
shameful conduct of their repre-
sentative. Taking a firm stand
against the incident, the minister
urged the Speaker to act decisively.

I have appealed to the Speaker
of the House to take strict disci-
plinary action. If Sukhpal Singh
Khaira does not issue a prompt and
public apology for his highly of-
fensive and unparliamentary lan-
guage, his membership in the leg-
islative assembly should be can-
celled, he said.

Expressing anguish over the
personal attack on his humble
background, Cheema reminded
the House of the dignity of labour
and the proud legacy of the work-
ing classes.

I ask the members of this
House, particularly those from the
Congress, to reflect on their own
lineage. The ancestors of many
elected representatives proudly
came from working-class fami-
lies. Would any of them accept
being labelled as ‘bandua maz-
door’? Such language insults not
only an individual but the dignity
of the hardworking people of
Punjab, he said. Rising above per-
sonal remarks, the minister under-
lined his pride in the country's
democratic foundations and the
empowerment provided by the
Constitution of India.

Bihar AIMIM chief meets Tejashwi, holds talks ahead of RS polls

PATNA

Political activity in Bihar has in-
tensified ahead of the upcoming
Rajya Sabha elections after Akhta-
rul Iman, the state president of the
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM), met Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi
Yadav at his official residence in
Patna on Wednesday. The unex-
pected meeting has sparked specu-
lation about possible political co-
ordination between AIMIM and the
RIJD amid the numbers game in the
Rajya Sabha elections.

According to sources, the two
leaders held a lengthy closed-door
discussion focusing on vote dy-
namics in the Bihar Assembly and
possible political strategies for the
Rajya Sabha polls.

With several seats up for elec-
tion, each MLA's vote has become
crucial, and smaller parties could
play a decisive role in determining
the outcome. AIMIM currently has
five MLAs in the Bihar Assembly,
and political observers believe that
its legislators could become im-
portant in the election arithmetic.

Akhtarul Iman's visit to Tejashwi
Yadav is being viewed by many
analysts as an attempt to explore a
political understanding that could
influence the Rajya Sabha out-
come.

Relations between the RJD and
AIMIM have often been strained in
the past. The RJD has previously
accused AIMIM of acting as a
B-team of its rivals, while AIMIM
leaders have alleged that the RJD
failed to adequately represent Mus-

lim interests.

However, the latest meeting
suggests that both parties may be
willing to set aside their differ-
ences in order to counter the rul-
ing alliance. Political analysts say
the discussion may not be limited
to the Rajya Sabha election
alone. There are indications that
the leaders may also be exploring
cooperation for future political
battles, including the upcoming
Lok Sabha and Bihar Assembly
elections in 2029 and 2030, re-
spectively.

If coordination emerges be-
tween AIMIM and the opposition
alliance in the Seemanchal re-
gion, it could pose a significant
electoral challenge to the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in Bihar.

Y REVENUE DEPARTMENT
) ATALJI JANASNEHI DIRECTORATE

SSLR BUILDING, K.R.CIRCLE, BENGALURU-560001

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-2, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru — 560 051.

No: AJSD/Tender/E-2087305/2025-26 Date: 11/03/2026
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

Tenders are invited from reputed firms for procurement of 311
UPS/INVERTER AND BATTERY UNITS to Atalji Janasnehi
Kendras, Revenue Department, Bangalore. e-Tender No:
AJSD/2025-26/IND0008. The Tender documents and related
information can be obtained from e-Procurement portal -
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 12-03-2026.

Sd/- Additional Director,

DIPR/CP/SMCL Atalji Janasnehi Directorate, Bengaluru.

/6194/25-26

No: DGM-2/BSWML/Qtn/11/2025-26 DATE: 11.03. 2026

INVITATION FOR QUOTATION (IFQ)

(Short term Notification)

The Deputy General Manger-2 invites ltem Rate Quotation for the work
details in the table given below. The bidder may submit quotation for the
work givenin the table. Bidder may getinformation of schedule of quantities
from office of Assistant General Manager, K.R.Puram Division Bangalore
Solid Waste Management Limited Bangalore. Bidder must be Submit
quotation in the form of post physically to office of Assistant General
Manager, K.R.Puram Division, Solid Waste Management Limited,
Bangalore within the date and time published. Quotations will be opened at
prescribed time and date, in the presence of the bidders who wish to attend
at the OFFICE OF THE Assistant General Manager, K.R.Puram Division
Bangalore Solid Waste Management Limited, Bangalore—560036.
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s Approx.
l Name of the works Value of
No. Work (Rs.in

Lakh)

Providing & Fixing CCTV Cameras & Fire Extinguishers at
1 Subbarayanapalya SWM Processing Plant.

Calendar of Events: 1. Submission of quotation 13.03.2026 onwards.
2. Last date submission of quotations on or before 24.03.2026 at, 4.00
PM. 3. Date of opening of quotations on 25.03.2026 at 11.00 AM
onwards. 4. Before submission of quotations, bidders must ensure that all
the necessary documents have been attached with quotation.

DIPRI/CP/6192/NR/2025-26 Sd/- Deputy General Manager-2, BSWML

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

:4: OFFICE OF ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR
OF FORESTS,
TIPTUR SUB DIVISION (TERRITORIAL)DIVISION
Vidya Nagar, Opp Kalpataru College, B.H. Road,
TIPTUR - 572 201 Email: acftipaturu@gmail.com
No:ACF/TSD/KMERC/E-TENDER/CR-27/2025-26
DATE: 03.03.2026
E-Tender Notification
E-Tender is invited by the Forest Department, Tiptur
Sub-Division, Tumkur Territorial Division pertaining
to different ranges under CEPMIZ (KMERC) Scheme
for the year 2025-26 for Various works for the year
2025-26. The Bidders need to be Registered as
Contractor/Forest Contractor during 2025-26 can
participate for the following works.
Total Number works 13, Highest value of the work
Rs.22891472/-. Highest value of the EMD Rs.343372/
-, Lowest Value of the Work Rs.10914200/-, Lowest
Value of the EMD Rs.200000/-, Bid Submission
Closing Date & Time: 04-04-2026 at 3:00 PM.
Technical Bid Opening Date : 06-04-2026 at 3:00 PM.
Price Bid Opening Date : 07-04-2026 at 3:00 PM.
Last date for Bid Enquiry: 27-03-2025 at 3:00 PM.
For more information about this tender may contact
our office at office timings and more details on https:/
/kppp. karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-Assistant Conservator of Forests,

Tiptur Sub Division, Tiptur
DIPR/TUM/484/KSMCA/2025-26




BENGALURU, MYSURU

QUICK READ

‘Tense’: Congress
raises concerns over
global energy crisis

New Delhi
The Congress on
Wednesday expressed
concern over the evolving
global energy situation,
describing it as tense and
urging the government to
address the issue more
transparently. Party lead-
ers said the develop-
ments in the internation-
al energy market and the
domestic situation relat-
ed to LPG cylinders and
fuel supply require seri-
ous attention and discus-
sion at the national level.
Speaking to reporters
outside Parliament, Con-
gress MP Manish Tewari
highlighted the impact of
the geopolitical situation
on global energy sup-
plies, particularly the dis-
ruption around the Strait
of Hormuz. The global
energy situation is tense
due to the blockage of
the Strait of Hormuz. As
of yesterday, only one
ship passed through the
strait, which handles
nearly 40 per cent of
global energy supplies
moving from West Asia
to the East.

T'gana Assembly Speaker's
ruling a‘mockery of
Constitution’: BJP

Hyderabad
The BJP in Telangana has
termed as mockery of the
Constitution the judg-
ment of Telangana As-
sembly Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar, dismissing
petitions for disqualifica-
tion of BRS MLAs who
had defected to ruling
Congress party. State BJP
president, N. Ramchand-
er Rao, called Wednes-
day’s verdict by the
Speaker on the petitions
for disqualification of
Danam Nagender and
Kadiyam Srihari as abso-
lute mockery of the Con-
stitution. In his post on
‘X', Ramchander Rao
took potshots at Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi. The ruling delivered
today by the Telangana
Speaker in the MLA de-
fection case is a striking
example of the kind of
respect for the Constitu-
tion that RG often claims
to champion, wrote the
BJP chief.

Modi govt’s ‘feeble’
foreign policy to blame
for LPG crisis: Kejri

New Delhi
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said that the
country is going through
troubling times due to
acute LPG shortage,
which is only going to
worsen with the deepen-
ing West Asia crisis, and
pinned the blame on the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s feeble and pliable
foreign policy. Addressing
a press conference in the
capital, Kejriwal claimed
that the nation’s LPG
production has reduced
by about 50 per cent,
and its fallout is visible
primarily in the commer-
cial sector as multiple
restaurants are pulling
their shutters down.
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' Jharkhand HC orders CBI probe
into FIR against ED officials

The HC directed the CBI to investigate the FIR registered against officials of
the Enforcement D|rectorate (ED) by the Jharkhand police

RANCHI

Delivering a reserved judg-
ment, Justice Sanjay Kumar
Dwivedi ordered that the en-
tire matter related to the FIR
lodged against ED officials be
handed over to the CBI for a
detailed probe.

The decision came after the
court heard extensive argu-
ments from all parties in-
volved in the case.

The ruling is being viewed
as a significant setback for the
Jharkhand state government
and the Ranchi police, who
had earlier registered the FIR
and initiated action against
ED officers. The Enforcement
Directorate had challenged
the FIR, calling it baseless
and politically motivated. The
central agency had also ap-
proached the High Court
seeking to quash the FIR and
requested that the case be in-
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vestigated by the CBI to en-
sure an impartial inquiry.
The controversy began ear-
lier this year when Santosh
Kumar, an employee of the
state’s Drinking Water and
Sanitation Department,
lodged a complaint against
ED officials. Kumar, who is
also an accused in a money
laundering case being investi-
gated by the ED, alleged that

he was assaulted, Verbally
abused and mentally harassed
during interrogation at the ED
office in Ranchi on January
12.

Following the complaint,
the Ranchi Airport police sta-
tion registered an FIR against
several ED officers. In a dra-
matic turn of events, the Ran-
chi police also conducted a
raid at the ED’s Ranchi office

as part of their investigation.
The move sparked a sharp
confrontation between the
state police and the central
investigation agency, raising
questions about jurisdiction
and the conduct of investiga-
tive authorities.

The ED strongly denied the
allegations and maintained
that its officers were carrying
out lawful interrogation as
part of an ongoing money
laundering investigation. The
agency argued that the FIR
was an attempt to obstruct its
probe and intimidate its offi-
cials.

With the High Court now
ordering a CBI investigation,
the central agency is expected
to examine the circumstances
surrounding the FIR, the alle-
gations made by Santosh Ku-
mar, and the subsequent ac-
tions taken by the Ranchi
police.

The Lok Sabha witnessed heated exchanges and noisy scenes on Wednesday after
BJP MP Ravi Shankar Prasad criticised Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi over his
conduct in Parllament and remarks made durmg foreign visits

Prasad slams Oppn in, calls out LoP’s conduct

NEW DELHI

The confrontation unfolded
during a debate in the Lok
Sabha when Ravi Shankar
Prasad took a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi while speaking about
the responsibilities associated
with the post of Leader of Op-
position (LoP). The BJP lead-
er questioned Gandhi’s con-
duct both inside Parliament
and during his interactions
abroad, suggesting that he
needed guidance on how to
perform the role effectively.
Referring to senior Con-
gress leader K.C. Venugopal,

Prasad remarked that the Con-
gress MP should teach Rahul
Gandhi about the proper con-
duct expected from the Lead-
er of Opposition in the House.
Venugopal ji v
should teach
something to Ra-
hul Gandhi about
the conduct of
the LoP, he said, &
prompting strong
objections from
Opposition benches.
Prasad also criticised Gand-
hi for referring to what he de-
scribed as an unpublished
memoir of a former Army
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Chief during a previous dis-
cussion in Parliament. The
remark triggered loud protests
from Opposition members,
who raised slogans and ob-
jected to the BJP leader’s
comments. The House
briefly witnessed chaotic
scenes as MPs from both
sides exchanged sharp re-
marks.

Amid the uproar, Rahul
Gandhi stood up to re-
spond and defended his state-
ments, asserting that the de-
bate in Parliament was about
democratic principles and the
functioning of the House.

The discussion here is
about the democratic process
and the role of the Speaker.
Multiple times my name has
been raised, and wild things
have been said about me,
Gandhi said.

He emphasised that Parlia-
ment represents the collective
voice of the people of India
rather than the interests of a
single party. This House is the
expression of the people of
India. It does not represent
one party, but the whole coun-
try. Every time we get up to
speak, we are stopped from
speaking, he said.

Bihar police warns agalnst hoardmg petrol, LPG

PATNA

As fears of shortage of LPG
and petroleum products trig-
gered panic buying across Bi-
har, the Bihar Police stepped
in to manage the situation and
issued an alert directing au-
thorities to prevent chaos and
hoarding.

Although the government
has stated that LPG stocks are
sufficient and there is no need
to panic, anxiety remains high
among residents.

According to officials, the
Special Branch of the Bihar
Police issued an alert letter
directing authorities to in-
crease police patrols around
petrol pumps and LPG agen-
cies to prevent chaos and
hoarding.

The directive was sent to
Divisional Commissioners,
Range 1Gs/DIGs, District
Magistrates, and district po-
lice chiefs across the state.

The letter warned that ten-
sions in West Asia, particular-
ly involving Iran and the
United States, could impact
the supply of petroleum prod-
ucts, potentially causing panic
buying. Authorities were
asked to remain vigilant
against crowds, hoarding, and
black marketing and to ensure
law and order near fuel distri-
bution points.

Bihar usually receives

around 2.5 lakh LPG cylin-
ders daily, including domestic
and commercial cylinders
supplied to homes, hotels,
restaurants, schools, and hos-
tels. However, gas agencies
claim that fresh supplies have
not reached many areas for
the past three days, meaning
that only existing stock is cur-
rently being distributed.

In several districts, booking
of commercial LPG cylinders
has been temporarily stopped,
while domestic consumers are
waiting for hours to obtain
cylinders.

Long lines have been re-
ported outside gas agencies in
multiple districts, including
Gopalganj, Bhojpur, Dar-
bhanga, Araria, West Cham-
paran, Purnea, Supaul and
other districts.

Consumers, including
women and elderly residents,
have been seen standing in
queues from early morning,
with many returning home
empty-handed.

KeralaCMurges
CentretoensureLPG
supply, price relief

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Wednesday urged

the Centre to ensure
adequate LPG sup-

ply and provide relief
from rising cooking gas
prices. He said increas-
ing costs and reports of
LPG shortages in parts
of Kerala are placing a
heavy burden on ordi-
nary households. Vijayan
also highlighted that the
27-day booking restric-
tion for domestic cylin-
ders makes timely refills
difficult. He warned that
disruptions could affect
hotels and restaurants
that serve migrant work-
ers and travellers. With
LPG demand expected
to rise during Ramzan,
the Chief Minister called
for immediate Central
intervention to stabilize
supply and ease price
pressures.

JBAL MARK

PM Modi courts
fishers at
‘Dheevara Sabha’

celebrations
KOCHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday praised
Kerala’s fisher community
while addressing the golden
jubilee celebrations of the Ker-
ala Dheevara Sabha in Kochi,
highlighting the Centre’s initia-
tives to strengthen the fisheries
sector. Speaking at the event
marking the organisation’s 50th
anniversary, Modi described it
as a historic milestone for a
body that has worked for the up-
lift of fisher folk. Responding to
Sabha president V. Dinakaran’s
remarks that the Prime Minister
had come to bless the communi-
ty, Modi said he had instead
come to seek their blessings.
Dinakaran, a former Congress
MLA who joined the BJP last
year, leads the organisation rep-
resenting a large section of Ker-
ala’s fishing community. The
Kerala Dheevara Sabha rep-
resents around 2.5 million fisher
folk across the state and has in-
fluence in about 45 Assembly
constituencies. Modi praised the
community for protecting coast-
al resources and traditions and
recalled their heroic role in res-
cuing people during Kerala’s
devastating floods.
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KTR slams Speaker
for clean chit to
turncoat MLAS

HYDERABAD

Reacting sharply on social
media platform X, Rama Rao
took exception to Telangana
Assembly Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar’s decision to
dismiss petitions seeking the
disqualification of MLAs Da-
nam Nagender and Kadiyam
Srihari under the anti-defec-
tion law.

Both leaders were elected
to the Telangana Legislative
Assembly in the 2023 elec-
tions on BRS tickets but later
shifted their allegiance to the
ruling Congress party.

The BRS leader alleged that
the Speaker’s decision
disregarded the mandate ‘
given by the people and
encouraged political de-
fections. Rama Rao par-
ticularly criticised the
decision regarding Da-
nam Nagender, who lat-
er contested the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections on the Con-
gress party’s symbol after
leaving the BRS.

This is not a judgment. This
is an example of how the con-
stitutional system is used to
favour those in power, Rama
Rao said in his post. He ques-
tioned how democratic values
could survive if elected repre-
sentatives change political
loyalties for personal gain
while retaining their positions
with the approval of constitu-
tional authorities.

He further stated that such
decisions erode the trust of
the public in democratic insti-
tutions. According to him,

BRS leader calls
decision on Danam
Nagender and
Kadiyam Srihari a
“dark day for
democracy”

allowing elected representa-
tives to defect without facing
consequences sends a danger-
ous signal in a parliamentary
democracy.

The people of Telangana
are watching everything.
They will give the answer at
the right time, he added, sug-
gesting that voters would re-
spond politically
to such develop-
ments in future
- elections.

Meanwhile,
Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar,
while pronouncing
the orders on the petitions,
said that the petitioners had
failed to provide sufficient ev-
idence proving that the two
MLAs had officially defected
to the Congress party. On this
basis, the Speaker dismissed
the disqualification pleas.

The petitions seeking dis-
qualification were filed by
BRS MLA Kaushik Reddy
and BJP MLA Maheshwar
Reddy against Danam Nagen-
der, while BRS MLA K. P.
Vivekanand had filed a sepa-
rate petition against Kadiyam
Srihari. The Speaker had
completed hearings on the pe-
titions last week before deliv-
ering his ruling.

HC for violence-free
polls in West Bengal

KOLKATA

A public interest litigation had
been filed at a division bench
of the Calcutta High Court on
Wednesday seeking free and
fair and violence-free polls in
West Bengal in the crucial As-
sembly elections in the state
scheduled later this year.

The petition had been ad-
mitted by the division bench
of the Calcutta High Court,
Chief Justice Sujoy Paul and
Justice Partha Sarathi Sen,
and the matter is expected to
come up for hearing in the
second half of Wednesday.

The publication interest lit-
igation had been filed just a
day after the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) told
media persons in Kolkata on
Tuesday that the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
this time will move with a ze-
ro-tolerance policy towards
poll-related violence, be it be-
fore the polls, during the
polls, or after the polls.

The Commission had de-
cided to act in this matter very

PIL filed in Calcutta

strongly and take strong ac-
tion against anyone involved
in the matter, the CEC said.

In the public interest litiga-
tion filed on Wednesday, the
petition referred to instances
of poll-related violence in the
past election, including intim-
idation of voters and opposi-
tion party agents, and even
instances of outrage of mod-
esty of women by the politi-
cal hooligans in the state.

The other demands in the
public interest litigation in-
clude immediate deployment
of central armed police forces
(CAPF) in highly sensitive
pockets in the state, installa-
tion of CCTVs, and arrange-
ment of videography in all
booths this time.

The petitioner had also re-
ferred to unprecedented
bloodshed and violence in the
elections for the three-tier
panchayat system in West
Bengal both in 2018 and
2023, which resulted in loss
of several lives in both these
years.

APEDA showcases I ndla s agri-food export strength at AAHAR 2026

NEW DELHI

APEDA showcased India’s
growing capabilities in
high-quality agricultural pro-
duction, value addition and
export-oriented supply chains
at the ‘AAHAR 2026°.

The pavilion brought to-
gether exporters, startups,
State agencies and producer
organisations, highlighting
opportunities to expand In-
dia’s presence in international
markets, it was announced on
Wednesday.

The 40th edition of AA-
HAR 2026 inaugurated by the

minister is being held from
March 10 to March 14 at

Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi.

APEDA presented a dedi-
cated pavilion bringing to-
gether exporters, state repre-
sentatives and industry stake-
holders on a common plat-
form to promote India’s di-
verse agri-export basket.

Organised by the India
Trade Promotion Organisation
(ITPO), the landmark edition
of the event features Italy as
the country partner, the gov-
ernment said.

Exports of processed foods,

fruits, pulses and vegetables
have grown significantly over
the past decade, reflecting the
strength and diversity of
farmers, fishermen and food
processors across the country.

India’s expanding network
of free trade agreements is
opening new avenues for ag-
ricultural exports, according
to the government.

During the event, research
reports on cucumber, cashew,
pineapple and pomegranate,
prepared by APEDA in col-
laboration with the Indian

Council for Research on In-
ternational Economic Rela-
tions (ICRIER), were also
released.

APEDA further announced
the launch of packaging de-
sign solutions and technical
standards for selected re-
gion-specific agricultural
products developed with the
Indian Institute of Packaging
(ITP). The initiative focuses
on Gl-tagged and organic
products to enhance product
protection, shelf life and ex-
port presentation.

The products covered under
the initiative include Karbi
Anglong Ginger from Assam,
G4 Chilli and Jalgaon Banana
from Maharashtra, Assam
Kaji Nemu and Prayagraj Sur-
kha Guava from Uttar
Pradesh. According to the
government, major export
segments showcased at the
pavilion included basmati
rice, non-basmati rice, organ-
ic products and emerging
plant-based foods, reflecting
India’s expanding portfolio in
global agri-food markets.
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Israeli strike hits Beirut
apt block as conflict with
Hezbollah escalates

Beirut
The strike targeted a resi-
dential building in central
Beirut, raising concerns
about the widening scope
of Israel’s military campaign
in Lebanon. Until now, most
Israeli attacks in the capital
had been concentrated in
the southern suburbs, areas
widely considered strong-
holds of the Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement. Leb-
anese officials said emer-
gency teams rushed to the
scene following the strike,
though details regarding
casualties and damage
were still emerging. The at-
tack has intensified fears
among residents that the
conflict is spreading deeper
into densely populated are-
as of the city. Israel
launched its offensive
against Hezbollah after the
group fired rockets on
March 2. Hezbollah said the
attack was carried out in re-
taliation for the killing of
Iran’s supreme leader at the
start of the ongoing U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran.

Kremlin accuses British
specialists of rolein
Ukrainian missile strike

Bryansk
The accusation comes af-
ter a deadly attack on Bry-
ansk, a Russian region bor-
dering Ukraine, which au-
thorities say resulted in sig-
nificant civilian casualties.
According to the Bryansk
regional governor, the strike
carried out on Tuesday
killed at least six civilians
and left 37 others injured.
The governor described the
incident as a “terrorist mis-
sile attack,” though he did
not specify the exact target
that was hit. The attack
has further heightened
tensions between Russia
and Western nations sup-
porting Ukraine in its ongo-
ing war with Moscow.
Ukrainian officials, howev-
er, offered a different ac-
count of the strike. Kyiv
said its forces had targeted
a key industrial facility in-
volved in producing com-
ponents for missiles used
by the Russian military.

20 crew rescued after Thai
ship hit by projectiles
in Strait of Hormuz

Bangkok
According to Thailand’s
Transport Ministry, the at-
tack occurred as the vessel
sailed through the Strait of
Hormuz, a key global ship-
ping route. Unidentified
projectiles struck the ship,
causing an explosion at the
sternand a fire in the en-
gine room. Three crew
members working there are
missing after the remaining
crew abandoned the vessel.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?
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IRAN FIRES FRESH MISSILE BARRAGE
ACROSS REGION, ISRAEL STRIKES BACK

Iran launched fresh missile and drone attacks on Israel and
multiple targets across the Middle East, escalating tensions.

TEHRAN

The renewed Iranian strikes
underline the widening scope
of the conflict that began
nearly two weeks ago when
the United States and Israel
launched coordinated military
operations targeting key Irani-
an facilities. According to re-
ports, the latest developments
also threaten global energy
security, as the strategic Strait
of Hormuz remains effective-
ly blocked.

The Gulf waterway,
through which roughly one-
fifth of the world’s oil supply
normally passes, has seen
shipping severely disrupted.
Vessels have been unable to
move safely through the nar-
row channel along Iran’s
coastline, creating the most
serious interruption to global
energy supplies since the oil
shocks of the 1970s. The at-
tacks on ships in the Gulf
have further heightened con-
cerns among international
shipping companies and ener-
gy markets.

Despite the intensifying
military confrontation, finan-
cial markets showed signs of
temporary stabilization. Oil

prices, which had surged ear-
lier this week amid fears of
supply disruptions, eased
slightly, while stock markets
rebounded. Investors appear
to be betting that U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump may seek
a swift diplomatic or military
resolution to the conflict.
However, developments on
the ground suggest the fight-
ing is far from over. The Pen-
tagon described Tuesday’s
strikes on Iranian targets as
the most intensive operations
carried out during the war so
far. The attacks reportedly tar-
geted multiple military and
strategic facilities across Iran.

Tensions escalated further
after offices of an Iranian
bank were struck overnight
during the bombardment. In
response, Iranian authorities
warned that they would ex-
pand their retaliation to in-
clude U.S. and Israeli banking
targets throughout the Middle
East.

With both sides continuing
military operations and the
Strait of Hormuz still effec-
tively blocked, global markets
and governments remain on
high alert, fearing a prolonged
conflict that could severely
disrupt energy supplies and
regional stability.

Drone strikes near Dubai airport
deepen Gulf aviation chaos

DUBAI

Authorities reported that the
drones landed close to Dubai
International Airport (DXB),
the world’s busiest airport for
international passengers.
While no immediate damage
or casualties were reported,
the incident heightened con-
cerns over aviation safety
across the Gulf region as mis-
sile and drone threats contin-
ue to disrupt normal
operations.

At the same time, Bahrain
moved several aircraft away
from vulnerable areas of its
airport facilities as a precau-
tionary measure amid ongo-
ing attacks on infrastructure
across the Gulf. The develop-
ments underscore the escalat-
ing risks to civil aviation as
the conflict intensifies.

The war involving the Unit-
ed States, Israel and Iran has
triggered widespread disrup-
tion to global flight opera-
tions. Tens of thousands of
flights have been cancelled,
rerouted or delayed as airlines
avoid flying through large
sections of Middle Eastern

Two drones fell near
Dubai’s main
international airport on
Wednesday, while
Bahrain evacuated some
aircraft as a precaution.

airspace.

Several countries have tem-
porarily closed or restricted
their airspace, including Qa-
tar, forcing airlines to adopt
longer alternative routes. Avi-
ation experts say the situation
has pushed the industry into
its most severe crisis since the
COVID-19 pandemic, with
airlines struggling to maintain
schedules and manage opera-
tional costs.

Dubai International Airport
serves as a major global tran-
sit hub connecting Europe,
Asia, Africa and Australia.

Any disruption at the airport
can have far-reaching conse-
quences for international trav-
el. Other regional airports that
act as key stopover points for
long-haul journeys have also
experienced significant oper-
ational challenges.

The conflict has additionally
disrupted one of the world’s
most important oil export cor-
ridors, causing jet fuel prices
to rise sharply. Higher fuel
costs have already started
pushing up airfares on some
routes, adding further pressure
on airlines and travellers.

Beyond passenger travel,
the aviation disruption is also
affecting global supply
chains. Time-sensitive cargo
shipments transported by air
have been heavily impacted,
with delays and rerouting
complicating logistics for
businesses relying on fast de-
liveries.

As the conflict continues
with no immediate sign of
de-escalation, airlines and
aviation authorities remain on
high alert while attempting to
gradually restore safe flight
operations across the region.

White South Africans returmng home from US amid safety concerns

WESTERN CAPE

Andrew Veitch, a 53-year-old
who moved from South Afri-
ca to California in 2003, says
his decision to leave the Unit-
ed States was influenced by
growing fears about gun vio-
lence and recent incidents in-
volving immigration enforce-
ment officers.

Veitch recalled that al-
though he once left South Af-
rica after being held up at
gunpoint in his car, he now
believes the risks in the Unit-
ed States have become more
alarming.

“People are being shot in
broad daylight. American cit-

izens are being shot and
killed,” Veitch said, explain-
ing why he no longer feels
safe living in the country.
His concerns also stem
from a controversial incident
in January in which U.S. Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) officers shot
and killed two American citi-
zens. Officials in President
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion said the officers were jus-
tified in using force, although
video evidence later emerged
that appeared to contradict
their version of events.
Veitch now plans to return
to South Africa later this year,
joining what analysts describe

as a growing number of white
South Africans who are mov-
ing back despite earlier mi-
gration trends that saw many
relocate abroad.

The development comes

amid political debate sur-
rounding the status of white
South Africans. President
Trump has previously claimed
that the white minority in
South Africa faces persecu-

tion from the country’s Black
majority government. Howev-
er, South African authorities
strongly dispute that
assertion.

The government in Pretoria
maintains that there is no
credible evidence showing
discrimination or persecution
targeting white citizens. Offi-
cials argue that South Africa’s
constitution guarantees equal
rights and protections for all
groups.

Since the end of apartheid
and white minority rule in
1994, many white South Afri-
cans emigrated to countries
such as the United States,
Australia and the United

Kingdom. Some cited con-
cerns about crime, economic
opportunities and employ-
ment prospects as reasons for
leaving.

However, recent years have
also seen a portion of that di-
aspora returning to South Af-
rica, often citing family ties,
economic considerations or
dissatisfaction with life
abroad.

Observers say the shifting
migration patterns reflect
complex personal and social
factors rather than a single
political cause, as individuals
weigh safety, economic pros-
pects and quality of life when
deciding where to live.

6 dead in Swiz bus fire as cops probe ‘self-immolation” angle

KERZERS

The tragic incident occurred
in the town of Kerzers, locat-
ed in the western canton of
Fribourg, about 20 kilometres
(12 miles) from the Swiss
capital Bern.

According to police, the
bus was travelling along a lo-
cal road when it suddenly be-
came engulfed in flames,
leading to panic among pas-
sengers on board.

Emergency services rushed
to the scene after reports of
the fire, but by the time fire-
fighters managed to extin-
guish the blaze, the vehicle
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had been severely damaged.
Authorities confirmed that six
people lost their lives in the
incident, while three others
sustained injuries and were
taken to nearby hospitals for
treatment.

Fribourg police spokesper-
son Frederic Papaux said ear-
ly findings suggest the fire
may have been deliberately
triggered by someone inside
the bus. “At this stage, we
have elements suggesting a
deliberate act by a person
who was inside the bus,” Pa-
paux stated.

Investigators are currently
examining reports that an in-

dividual may have poured
fuel on themselves before ig-
niting it, which could have
caused the fire to spread rap-
idly through the vehicle.
Christa Bielmann, another
spokesperson for the Fribourg
police, told a press conference
that the investigation was still
at an early stage and authori-
ties were working to deter-
mine the exact circumstances
behind the tragedy.

Officials stressed that there
is currently no evidence indi-
cating the incident was linked
to terrorism. Romain Collaud,
a local politician in Fribourg,
also told Swiss-French broad-

ITALY JUDICIAL REFORM

caster RTS that authorities
have not found any signs
pointing to a terrorist attack.

In addition to the three in-
jured passengers who were
hospitalised, two other people
received medical attention at
the scene but did not require
hospital treatment.

Witnesses described chaotic
scenes as passengers attempt-
ed to escape the burning bus,
some appearing panicked and
injured while fleeing the vehi-
cle. Footage captured after the
fire was extinguished showed
the charred remains of the
yellow bus, highlighting the
severity of the blaze.

Meloni bets on a lottery to
curb Italy’s ]udlaal clans

ROME

The reform, scheduled to be
decided in a nationwide refer-
endum on March 22-23,
seeks to reduce the influence
of political factions within It-
aly’s judicial system by se-
lecting magistrate members of
judicial governing bodies
through random selection
rather than internal elections.
The concept of sortition, or
selecting officials by lottery,
has historical roots in Italy. In
ancient Rome, officials some-
times used the casting of lots
to determine who would gov-
ern distant provinces. During
the Renaissance period, the
city-state of Florence adopted
similar methods, drawing
names from bags to prevent
powerful families from dom-
inating political power.
Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni’s conservative gov-
ernment argues that reintro-
ducing this system could help

-

IN SHORT

® PM Meloni pitches
‘sortition’ to break judicial
factions

m Referendum on March
22-23 puts reform to the
test

®m Palamara scandal still
shapes battle lines

restore impartiality and re-
duce factionalism within Ita-
ly’s judiciary, which has long
been criticised for internal
divisions and political

influences.

However, the proposal has
drawn strong opposition from
many judges and prosecutors,

as well as from major cen-
tre-left political parties. Crit-
ics argue that the reform
could weaken judicial inde-
pendence and undermine the
professional merit-based sys-
tem used to appoint members
to important legal councils.

Recent opinion polls sug-
gest the “no” campaign may
have gained a slight lead
ahead of the referendum, rais-
ing doubts about the future of
one of Meloni’s most promi-
nent reform initiatives.

The reform effort also car-
ries political significance be-
cause it revives a long-stand-
ing campaign championed by
former Italian prime minister
Silvio Berlusconi before his
death in 2023. Berlusconi,
who faced numerous legal
cases related largely to his
media empire after entering
politics, frequently accused
Italy’s judiciary of being po-
litically biased and dominated
by left-leaning factions.

Foreign hacker breached
FBI server linked to
Epstein probe: Report

WASHINGTON

Details about the breach, in-
cluding the alleged involve-
ment of a foreign hacker,
have surfaced publicly for the
first time.

According to the source,
the cyber intrusion targeted a
server located at the FBI’s
New York Field Office that
contained files related to the
investigation into Epstein,
whose case has drawn world-
wide attention due to his con-
nections with influential fig-
ures across politics, finance,
academia and business.

The FBI confirmed that a
cyber incident had taken place
but described it as limited in
scope. In an official state-
ment, the bureau said the
breach was an “isolated”
event and that corrective ac-
tions were taken swiftly after
it was detected.

“The FBI restricted access
to the malicious actor and rec-
tified the network,” the agen-
cy said, adding that the inves-
tigation into the breach re-
mains ongoing. Officials did
not provide additional details
about the hacker’s identity or
the full extent of the data
accessed.

While the source indicated
that the intrusion appeared to
have been carried out by a cy-
bercriminal rather than a for-
eign government, the breach
has raised concerns among
experts about the intelligence
value of the Epstein-related
files. Analysts say documents
connected to Epstein’s net-
work could contain informa-
tion of significant interest to
criminal organizations, intel-
ligence services and investi-
gative authorities worldwide.

The case of Jeffrey Epstein
has continued to attract global
scrutiny since his death in
2019 while awaiting trial on
federal sex trafficking
charges. Over the years, legal-
ly mandated releases of U.S.
Justice Department docu-
ments have revealed Epstein’s
associations with numerous
high-profile individuals from
various sectors, prompting in-
vestigations and legal inqui-
ries in several countries.

Experts note that the cyber
breach highlights the sensitive
nature of the information held
by law enforcement agencies
and the potential risks posed
by sophisticated cyberattacks
targeting investigative
records.
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Jannik Sinner edges Fonseca to

4 reach Indian Wells quarter-finals

Fonseca matched the Italian shot
for shot during a tense opening set,
displaying powerful groundstrokes
and aggressive play. Despite earning
a break opportunity, the youngster
could not convert it, while Sinner
also squandered two chances to gain
an early advantage.

The set ultimately headed to a tie-
breaker where Fonseca surged to a
6-3 lead. However, Sinner responded

INDIAN WELLS out the match with a superb forehand
return.

“I felt that being aggressive was the
key,” Sinner said after the match.
“Joao is an incredible talent and very
powerful from both sides. I'm very
happy to get through.”

Sinner will next face 20-year-old
American Learner Tien, who reached
his first Masters 1000 quarter-final
with a dramatic 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (7/4)

World No.2 Jannik Sinner deliv-
ered a composed performance to
defeat Brazilian teenager Joao
Fonseca and advance to the
quarter-finals of the BNP Pari-
bas Open at Indian Wells Ten-

nis Garden in California.
The four-time Grand Slam
champion secured a

- hard-fought 7-6  with remarkable composure, savinga  victory over Spain’s Alejandro Davi-
It all an (8/6), 7-6 setpoint with an ace before reeling  dovich Fokina.
(7/4) victory  off five consecutive points to clinch Elsewhere in the tournament,

star survives in their the set 8-6. French youngster Arthur Fils contin-

) ) first-ever The Italian appeared poised for a  ued his impressive comeback from

tWO tlght tlebreaks meeting,  straightforward finish when he se-  injury by upsetting ninth-seeded Ca-

over- cured abreak to lead 4-2 in the sec- nadian Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-3,

to overcome cominga  ond set. Yet Fonseca refused to back ~ 7-6 (11/9). Fils will now meet Ger-

T spirited  down, breaking Sinner to love in the = many’s Alexander Zverev, who de-

BraZIlIan teenager challenge  ninth game before holding serve to  feated American Frances Tiafoe 6-3,
from the Ilevel the contest at 5-5. 6-4 to progress.

19-year-old The second set also went to a tie- For Sinner, the victory keeps alive

rising star in
W front of a lively
: crowd that includ-
ed a strong Brazil-

- ian presence.

break, producing another tense ex-
change. Fonseca briefly took the lead
with an ace to move ahead 4-3, but
Sinner again showed his experience,
winning four straight points to close

his pursuit of a maiden title at the
prestigious Masters 1000 event in the
California desert, as the Italian con-
tinues his quest to add another major
trophy to his growing collection.

-
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Kinsky substituted
early after nightmare
Champions League debut

MADRID

Young goalkeeper Antonin
Kinsky endured a disastrous
debut in the UEFA Champi-
ons League as he was substi-
tuted just 17 minutes into Tot-
tenham Hotspur’s round-
of-16 clash against Atletico
Madrid at the Metropolitano
Stadium.

NEWCASTLE

Yamal penalty
rescues
Barcelona in
dramatic 1-1
draw at
Newcastle

Teenage sensation Lamine Yamal
struck with the final kick of the
match to earn FC Barcelona a dra-
matic 1-1 draw against Newcastle
United in the first leg of their
UEFA Champions League round-
of-16 clash at St James' Park.
Newcastle looked set for a fa-
mous European victory after Har-
vey Barnes gave the hosts the lead
in the 86th minute. However, Bar-
celona were awarded a penalty
deep into stoppage time when
Dani Olmo was brought down in-
side the box by Malick Thiaw.
Yamal stepped up and calmly

Teenage star converts converted the spot-kick, sending

. goalkeeper Aaron Ramsdale the

stoppage-time penalty to wrong way to salvage a crucial

d I | away draw for the Spanish cham-
eny Newcast efamous pions.

The result leaves the tie finely
balanced ahead of the second leg

Champions League victory

Four Indians feature in ICC

in Barcelona on March 18, al-
though the visitors will feel fortu-
nate after a below-par perfor-
mance from the side managed by
Hansi Flick.

Newcastle’s hopes of reaching
the Champions League quarter-fi-
nals for the first time suffered a
setback even before kickoff when
key attacker Anthony Gordon was
forced to start on the bench due to
illness. The England international
has been one of the tournament’s
most prolific players this season,
with only Kylian Mbappe scoring
more goals in the competition.

The hosts nevertheless began
brightly and nearly took the lead
before halftime when Sandro To-
nali’s header forced Barcelona
goalkeeper Joan Garcia into a dif-
ficult save, with defender Pau Cu-
barsi clearing the rebound off the
goal line.

Barcelona struggled to create

clear chances for much of the
match, with veteran striker Robert
Lewandowski missing their best
opportunity when he poked wide
from a cross delivered by Ra-
phinha.

Newecastle finally broke the
deadlock late in the game when
Jacob Murphy delivered a cross to
the back post, where Barnes fin-
ished clinically to send the home

crowd into celebration. 3

However, Newcastle’s joy was
short-lived. A late mistake from
Thiaw allowed Olmo to draw a
foul in the penalty area, handing
Barcelona the opportunity to
equalise.

Yamal’s composed finish en-
sured Barcelona escaped with a
valuable draw, leaving Newcastle
needing a strong performance in
the return leg if they are to prog-
ress to the last eight of Europe’s
elite club competition.

The 22-year-old Czech
goalkeeper conceded three
early goals after a series of
costly errors, leaving Totten-
ham trailing 3-0 within the
opening 15 minutes of the
match. The Spanish side
eventually sealed a command-
ing 5-2 victory in the first leg.

Kinsky’s difficult evening
began in the sixth minute
when he slipped while at-
tempting a clearance, sending
the ball straight to an Atletico
player. Moments later, Mar-
cos Llorente capitalised on
the mistake to give the hosts
an early lead.

The situation worsened
soon after when Antoine
Griezmann doubled Atletico’s
advantage. Just minutes later,
Kinsky attempted a quick
pass out of his area but mis-
kicked the ball, which rolled
directly to Julian Alvarez,
who calmly slotted it into an
empty net.

With Tottenham already
three goals down, Kinsky col-
lapsed onto the pitch in frus-
tration before manager Igor
Tudor made the decision to
substitute him in the 17th
minute. First-choice goal-
keeper Guglielmo Vicario re-
placed the youngster as he
walked off the field visibly
emotional.

“It was necessary to do this,

Young goalkeeper
concedes three early
goals before being
replaced during first
half

to preserve the player and the
team,” Tudor said after the
match, describing the situa-
tion as “incredible.”

Kinsky, who was signed
from Slavia Prague last year,
had made only two appear-
ances this season prior to the
high-profile clash, both in do-
mestic cup competitions. His
selection for one of Totten-
ham’s most important match-
es of the season raised eye-
brows, particularly given Vi-
cario’s availability.

Former Tottenham goal-
keeper Paul Robinson de-
scribed the incident as “confi-
dence-destroying,” saying he
had rarely seen a goalkeeper
substituted so early in a
match.

Tottenham midfielder Ar-
chie Gray, however, backed
his teammate to recover from
the setback, noting that mis-
takes are part of the game and
praising Kinsky’s mental
strength.

The defeat compounded a
difficult season for Totten-
ham, who are struggling in
the Premier League and are
currently just above the rele-
gation zone. The loss also
marked the sixth consecutive
defeat in all competitions for
the London club.

For Tudor, who recently re-
placed Thomas Frank as man-
ager, the result added further
pressure as Tottenham’s tur-
bulent campaign continues to
unravel.

Team of 2026 T20 World Cup

NEW DELHI

Four Indian cricketers — Sanju
Samson, Ishan Kishan, Hardik Pan-
dya and Jasprit Bumrah — were
named in the Team of the Tourna-
ment for the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup 2026 after India
clinched a historic third
title.

Leading the Indian
quartet was wicketkeep-
er-opener Samson, who
was also named Player of
the Tournament following |
a sensational campaign

with the bat. Samson L% g

amassed 321 runs in just
five innings, playing several
match-winning knocks for the
eventual champions.

The 31-year-old initially began
the tournament outside India’s
playing XI but quickly established
himself as a key figure. He deliv-
ered Player of the Match perfor-
mances against West Indies and
England before producing a re-
markable 89 in the final against
New Zealand national cricket team.
His knock was the highest individ-
ual score in a men’s T20 World
Cup final.

Kishan also enjoyed a stellar
tournament, finishing with 317 runs
— the fourth-highest tally among
all players. The aggressive left-
hander provided stability and mo-
mentum at the top of the order,
maintaining a remarkable strike
rate of 193.29.

One of Kishan’s standout innings
came against Pakistan national
cricket team, when he smashed 77
as an opener. Later in the tourna-
ment he shifted to number three

and continued to deliver important
contributions, including a
half-century in the final.
All-rounder Pandya was rec-
ognised for his impact with both
bat and ball. He scored two
half-centuries during the tourna-

ment, including a blistering 52 off
28 balls against Namibia national
cricket team. With the ball, Pan-
dya picked up nine wickets, often
striking at crucial moments.

Fast bowler Bumrah, who was
named Player of the Match in the
final, completed the Indian repre-
sentation in the team. He finished
as the joint-leading wicket-taker of
the tournament with 14 wickets in
eight matches. His match-winning
spell of four for 15 in the final
played a decisive role in India’s
triumph, while he maintained an
impressive economy rate of 6.21
throughout the competition.

Pakistan opener Sahibzada Far-
han topped the tournament’s
run-scoring charts with 383 runs,
while Aiden Markram was named
captain of the team.

India’s strong presence in the
tournament’s best XI underlined
their dominance during the com-
petition and reflected the depth of
talent that powered their success-
ful title campaign.

Asian Weightlifting Championships
postponed amid Middle East tensions

KOLKATA

The upcoming Asian Weightlifting Championships,
scheduled to be held in Gandhinagar from April 1 to 10,
has been postponed due to the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East and Gulf region, officials confirmed.

The decision was taken after discussions among key
stakeholders, with the Asian Weightlifting Federation
(AWF) announcing a revised schedule for the continental
event. According to an official statement from the feder-
ation, the championships will now take place from May
12 to 17.

The postponement comes amid growing concerns over
regional instability and logistical challenges linked to the
tensions in West Asia. Several participating nationsf_ ) \

had reportedly expressed apprehension about trav- | \
\

el arrangements and athlete safety, prompting the
governing body to reconsider the original dates. |

India was set to host the prestigious continen- /
tal tournament for the first time in recent years,
with the event expected to attract top lifters from
across Asia. The championships were also seen
as an important preparatory competition for ath-
letes aiming to secure qualification or improve
rankings ahead of major international events.

For Indian lifters, the tournament carries ad-
ditional significance. The Indian Weightlifting
Federation (IWF) had earlier announced that |
performances at the Asian championships would |
play a crucial role in determining selection for the w
Asian Games. \

This means that athletes such as Olympic silver
medallist Mirabai Chanu and other leading Indian
lifters will now have to adjust their competition schedules
and training plans in accordance with the revised dates.

Officials, however, expressed confidence that the re-
scheduling would not significantly affect the overall
preparations for the event. Organisers in Gandhinagar are
expected to continue their logistical arrangements to en-
sure the smooth conduct of the championships in May.

The Asian Weightlifting Championships is one of the
most important competitions on the continental calendar,
bringing together elite lifters from powerhouse nations
such as China, Iran, Kazakhstan and South Korea.

With the new schedule now confirmed, organisers and
athletes alike will hope the event proceeds smoothly
when it finally gets underway in May.
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Galatasaray stun Liverpool
1-0 in Champions League

last-16 first-leg clash

ISTANBUL

Liverpool FC suffered a dam-
aging 1-0 defeat to
Galatasaray in the first leg of
their UEFA Champions
League round-of-16 tie, leav-
ing the English club facing a
difficult task in the return leg
at Anfield.

A first-half header from
Mario Lemina proved deci-
sive at the intimidating
RAMS Park in Istanbul,
-. Where Galatasaray

_capitalised on

» Liverpool’s
defensive
lapses to
gain a slen-
der but sig-
nificant
advantage.
T h e

Turkish

side struck

early in
the sev-
enth min-

' ute when a
| corner ex-
" posed Liv-
erpool’s on-
going struggles
with set-piece de-
fending. Victor
+ Osimhen rose
above the de-
fence to flick
the ball across

. goal, allowing

Lemina to dive

in with a close-

‘ l range header
. that beat goal-
keeper Giorgi

Mamardashvili.

Liverpool had

an early opportunity to take
the lead when Florian Wirtz
intercepted a poor pass from
Galatasaray goalkeeper Ugur-
can Cakir inside three min-
utes. However, the German
midfielder dragged his shot
narrowly wide from the edge
of the penalty area.

The visitors struggled to
find rhythm throughout the
match, with Mohamed Salah
enduring a quiet outing in
what was his 81st Champions
League appearance for Liver-
pool — a club record surpass-
ing Jamie Carragher. Salah
was eventually substituted
just after the hour mark fol-
lowing an ineffective display.

Galatasaray continued to
threaten on the counterattack
and nearly doubled their ad-
vantage when Osimhen head-
ed wide from close range af-
ter slipping free of his marker.

Liverpool goalkeeper
Mamardashvili, deputising for
injured Alisson Becker, made
several key saves to keep the
deficit at one goal. He denied
a curling effort from Noa
Lang and later produced a
fine stop to block a powerful
header from Davinson San-
chez.

The visitors thought they
had equalised in the 70th min-
ute when defender Ibrahima
Konate turned in a corner
from Dominik Szoboszlai, but
VAR ruled the goal out for
handball.

Further chances went beg-
ging as Alexis Mac Allister
and Cody Gakpo both missed
opportunities late in the
match.
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India’s data centre
market may surge to
$13 billion by 2034

New Delhi
India’s data centre industry
is expected to witness rap-
id expansion over the next
decade, with the market
projected to grow from
$5.55 billionin 2025 to
$13.11 billion by 2034, ac-
cording to a report re-
leased on Wednesday. The
workforce required to sup-
port the country’s expand-
ing digital infrastructure
and highlights a growing
gap between infrastruc-
ture investment and the
availability of specialised
talent, according to the re-
port by Quess Corp. The
sector is projected to ex-
pand by about 136 per
cent over the period, sup-
ported by a compound an-
nual growth rate (CAGR)
of 10 per cent between
2026 and 2034, it said.

India’s mobile phone
exports jump 127 timesin
last decade: Vaishnaw

New Delhi
India’s mobile phone ex-
ports have surged sharply
over the past decade, rising
more than 127 times from
about Rs 0.01lakh crore in
2014-15to nearly Rs 2 lakh
crore in 2024-25, the Par-
liament was informed on
Wednesday. Replying to a
question in the Lok Sabha,
Union Electronics and IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the sharp growthin
exports reflects the suc-
cess of the government’s
push to expand electronics
manufacturing under initia-
tives such as ‘Make in India’
and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
The policies aim to build a
complete ecosystem for
electronics production in
the country.

Air India Express flight
from Hyderabad faces
nose-wheel problem

New Delhi
An aircraft operated by Air
India Express faced a tech-
nical issue after landing at
Phuket International Air-
port on Wednesday, lead-
ing to a temporary suspen-
sion of flight operations at
the airport. The airline said
that its Hyderabad—Phuket
flight experienced a prob-
lem with the aircraft’s nose
wheel after landing in Thai-
land. The flight, IX 938, had
taken off from Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport and
was headed to Phuket. In a
statement, Air India Ex-
press confirmed that the
aircraft encountered an is-
sue with the nose wheel
upon arrival at Phuket Air-
port on March 11.

NESS

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

THURSDAY » MARCH 12, 2026

SHANTI Bill 2025 a major boost for

India’s nuclear power expansion

The Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India (SHANT]) Bill, 2025, is seen as a major reform aimed at strengthening
India’s nuclear power ecosystem and improving project execution.

NEW DELHI

The SHANTI Bill 2025 is
hailed as a structural reform
for India’s nuclear power
sector, replacing outdated
legislation with a unified
framework. It aims to ad-
dress long-standing barriers
like liability issues to boost
private investment and proj-
ect execution.

The report projects a grad-
ual expansion of nuclear ca-
pacity to approximately 22
Gigawatts by the financial
year 2032. This growth is
seen as critical for meeting
base load power demand
and supporting India’s
net-zero commitments
alongside renewables.

By replacing two key ex-
isting laws—the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1962 and the
Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act of 2010—the
new legislation proposes a
unified legal framework
governing the development,
safety, security, safeguards,
and liability aspects of nu-
clear energy.

One of the key provisions
of the bill is that it allows
government entities, compa-
nies, joint ventures, and other
individuals or organisations
specifically authorised by the

KEY POINTS

private investment

m SHANTI Bill 2025 boosts India’s nuke capacity &

m |t replaces Atomic Energy Act of 1962

m Unifies legal framework for nuclear sector

m Facilitates private sector participation

m Aims for ~22 GW capacity by FY2032

m Addresses liability and supplier risk

central government to build,
own, operate, or decommis-
sion nuclear power plants. It
also permits such entities to
fabricate nuclear fuel, includ-
ing fuel conversion, thereby
opening the sector to broader
participation and technologi-
cal collaboration.

Infomerics Ratings noted
that nuclear energy is likely
to play a crucial role in In-
dia’s future energy mix as
the country seeks to meet its
net-zero emissions commit-
ments while addressing ris-
ing electricity demand. Al-
though renewable energy

sources such as solar and
wind are expanding rapidly,
their intermittent nature lim-
its their ability to meet reli-
able base-load power re-
quirements, even with ad-
vancements in energy stor-
age. Nuclear power, there-
fore, remains an important
complementary source of
stable electricity generation.

Rohit Inamdar, Chief Rat-
ings Officer at Infomerics
Ratings, stated that the bill
introduces category-wise
caps on operator liability
and restricts the ability to
seek compensation from
suppliers to specific contrac-
tual or intentional fault situ-
ations. This change, he said,
would significantly reduce
supplier risk, boost investor
confidence, and encourage
greater private sector in-
volvement in upcoming nu-
clear projects.

Despite these reforms, the
report cautioned that the ex-
pansion of nuclear capacity
is expected to remain gradu-
al. India’s nuclear power ca-
pacity is projected to in-
crease to around 22 giga-
watts (GW) by the financial
year 2032, based on projects
currently under construction
and those in the planning
stage.

Over 7,700 food
adulteration
complaints received
in 2024-25: Govt

NEW DELHI

More than 7,700 complaints
related to food adulteration and
safety were received in 2024—
25, of which nearly 6,000 have
been resolved, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday. In a
written reply in the Lok Sabha,
Minister of State for Consumer
Affairs B. L. Verma said com-
plaints are received through the
online portal of the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of In-
dia. Government data showed
4,330 complaints in 2022-23,
with 4,074 resolved. In 2023—
24, complaints rose to 4,735, of
which 3,993 were addressed.
The number increased further
to 7,705 in 2024-25, with
5,952 resolved. Complaints are
registered on the Food Safety
Connect platform under the
Food Safety Compliance Sys-
tem. Once filed, designated and
food safety officers as well as
food business operators can ac-
cess them online. Enforcement
is mainly handled by state food
safety departments under the
Food Safety and Standards Act,
2006.

AP govt urges Shrimp farmers not
to panic over Middle East conflict

AMARAVATI

Speaking during a video
conference held on Wednes-
day, Atchannaidu reviewed
the current situation with
officials from the Andhra
Pradesh State Aquaculture
Development Authority
(APSADA), including the
co-vice chairman, members
of the Non-Official Commit-
tee, and the Aquaculture Ad-
visory Committee.

The meeting focused on
concerns raised by farmers
following media reports
about the ongoing conflict in
the Gulf region.

The minister said some
farmers were worried that
tensions in the Middle East
could disrupt seafood ex-
ports, prompting them to
consider premature harvest-
ing of shrimp stocks. How-
ever, he clarified that such
fears were largely unfound-
ed.

According to Atchannaidu,
only about 3—4 per cent of
India’s total seafood exports
are shipped to the Middle
East, mainly through the

Strait of Hormuz. He em-
phasised that shipments to
other major markets remain
unaffected.

He noted that seafood con-
tainers bound for major des-
tinations such as the Europe-
an Union, the United States,
Japan, and China continue to
move normally through mul-
tiple global shipping routes.
These include the Red Sea—
Suez Canal route, the Cape
of Good Hope route, and the
South China Sea shipping
corridor. As a result, he said
the present geopolitical situ-
ation is unlikely to cause
any major disruption to In-
dia’s seafood export supply
chain.

The minister also ex-
pressed optimism about im-

proving demand in the US
market by the end of March
2026, particularly following
the upcoming Seafood Expo
North America 2026 sched-
uled to be held from March
15 to 17 in Boston. He ex-
plained that there is typical-
ly strong demand in the US
market for shrimp of 50 and
60 count sizes, which are
commonly produced by
farmers in Andhra Pradesh.

He advised farmers not to
harvest shrimp prematurely
and instead wait until the
optimal size is achieved to
ensure better prices in inter-
national markets.

Atchannaidu also ad-
dressed concerns regarding
tariffs, noting that the rough-
ly 20 per cent tariff imposed
by the United States on Indi-
an shrimp—including Basic
Duty, Anti-Dumping Duty
(ADD), and Countervailing
Duty (CVD)—is similar to
the tariffs applied to compet-
ing seafood-exporting na-
tions. This, he said, helps
maintain India’s competi-
tiveness in the global sea-
food market.
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SAIL reports ‘best ever’
sales in FY’26

NEW DELHI

State-run steel major Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) has reported its high-
est-ever sales during the
April-February period of
FY26, the Ministry of Steel
said on Wednesday.

The Maharatna PSU re-
corded total sales of 18.24
million tonnes (MT) during
the first 11 months of the fi-
nancial year, registering a 14
per cent year-on-year growth,
the company said.

During the same period, the
steel producer achieved its
highest-ever cash collection
of Rs 1.11 lakh crore, a 10 per
cent increase compared to the
previous year.

In terms of retail sales, the
ministry highlighted that
stockyard sales and door de-
liveries all witnessed signifi-
cant improvement during the
period, highlighting its cus-
tomer-focused approach.

In February 2026 alone,
SAIL recorded total sales of
1.58 MT, according to the

Ministry of Steel.

The company also reduced
its inventory by 1.05 lakh
tonnes compared to January
2026 and lowered its borrow-
ings by Rs 1,000 crore, ac-
cording to the ministry.

Responding to evolving
market demand, SAIL has
also reintroduced the produc-
tion of chequered plates to
cater to requirements from
key sectors. The product is
being manufactured for the
first time at the Bokaro Steel
Plant, located in Jharkhand.

Commenting on the perfor-
mance, A.K. Panda, who

W?Td m/ Registered Cfic:

?-': i

AT e

holds additional charge as Di-
rector (Commercial), said the
company remains focused on
strengthening its financial dis-
cipline while responding to
market needs.

We are ready to adapt and
grow with the market. By
managing inventory and
working capital smartly, we
are showing financial disci-
pline that strengthens the
company’s foundation.

At the same time, our re-
cord sales and cash collec-
tions are proof of the trust our
customers place in us, Panda
said.

West Asia crisis triggers
LPG crunch for roadside
eateries in Kolkata

KOLKATA

A shortage of commercial
LPG cylinders, triggered by
disruptions in global oil and
gas supply amid tensions in
West Asia, has begun to affect
roadside eateries and small
restaurants across Kolkata,
forcing many to raise food
prices while others fear clo-
sure.

Along with a rise in the
price of domestic cooking gas,
restrictions have reportedly
been placed on the supply of
commercial LPG, with priority
being given to essential insti-
tutions such as schools and
hospitals. As a result, several
hotels and restaurants are
struggling to procure commer-
cial gas cylinders.

The worst hit are small
roadside eateries and food
joints across the city. Due to
the unavailability of commer-
cial LPG cylinders, some
have already shut shop tem-
porarily, while others have
increased food prices to cope
with rising costs.

With uncertainty over sup-
ply, many small establish-
ments are now considering a
return to traditional coal or
charcoal stoves. However, ris-
ing food prices are also caus-
ing concern among customers.

From Kolkata’s popular
food hub Dacres Lane to
well-known eateries in Park
Circus, similar concerns are
being reported. Anxiety is
also evident among restaurant
owners in busy commercial
areas such as Park Street,
Golpark, Chandni, Dalhousie,
Esplanade, Camac Street, Ex-
ide Crossing and Minto Park.

Bubai Pandit, manager of
the well-known Chitta Da’s
shop at Dacres Lane, said the
situation could become criti-
cal if the shortage continues.
If this continues, we may
have to shut down the busi-
ness. Gas prices are rising ev-
ery day and the supply is de-
creasing. The more the con-
flict intensifies, the higher the
prices seem to go. We are
uncertain about the future, he
said.
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hike indicates
deeper energy crisis

ISLAMABAD

The sharp increase in fuel
prices comes as global crude
oil markets react to the esca-
lating conflict involving Iran,
pushing up oil prices and in-
creasing shipping costs due to
heightened security risks
and war-related insurance
premiums.

With Pakistan heavily reli-
ant on imported oil to meet its
energy needs, authorities have
been left with little option but
to pass the higher costs direct-
ly to consumers.

According to the report, the
recent Rs 55 per litre increase
may not be the final adjust-
ment. If the conflict continues
and global oil prices remain
elevated, Pakistan could face
further increases in fuel prices
in the coming months. Such
hikes are expected to trigger a
cascading economic impact,
including higher transportation
costs, rising food prices, accel-
erating inflation, and a signifi-
cant increase in the cost of
doing business across sectors.

The report argues that Pa-
kistan’s vulnerability to glob-
al energy shocks stems from
a fundamental structural pol-
icy failure. Over the years,
the country designed much of
its energy system around im-
ported fuels instead of prior-
itising domestic energy re-
sources. In doing so, policy-
makers overlooked a critical
principle of national energy
strategy—ensuring long-term
energy security through in-

Petrol and diesel
prices in Pakistan have
surged by nearly Rs 55

per litre following the
outbreak of the Iran
war, highlighting the
country’s deep
dependence on
imported energy and
the vulnerability of its
economy to global oil
shocks.

digenous sources.

What makes the situation
more concerning, the report
noted, is that Pakistan is not
lacking in energy resources.
In fact, the country possesses
considerable untapped poten-
tial across several energy sec-
tors. The Thar coal reserves,
for instance, rank among the
largest lignite deposits in the
world. These reserves have
the capacity to generate up to
100,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity for more than a century
if fully developed, offering a
relatively cheaper and reliable
alternative to imported fuels.

In addition to coal, Pakistan
has substantial hydropower
resources estimated at more
than 60,000 megawatts, much
of which remains unexploited.
The country is also located in
a region with high solar ener-
gy potential, while wind cor-
ridors in Sindh and Baloch-
istan provide favourable con-
ditions for renewable power
generation.

Over 7.72 cr active
Kisan Credit Cards drive

NEW DELHI

The factsheet stated that the
KCC platform has onboarded
a total of 457 banks across
the country, reflecting broad
participation from various
banking institutions in deliv-
ering agricultural credit.

Since the scheme’s expan-
sion and digitisation efforts,
over 1,998.7 lakh credit ap-
plications have been pro-
cessed through the system.

Among these, commercial
banks processed 631.5 lakh
applications, while regional
rural banks handled around
337.2 lakh applications. Co-
operative banks accounted
for the largest share, process-
ing approximately 1,030 lakh
applications. The figures un-
derscore the significant role
played by cooperative banks
in delivering credit to farm-
ers, particularly at the grass-
roots level where access to
formal banking services is
often limited.

Officials said the Kisan
Credit Card scheme contin-
ues to serve as a crucial fi-
nancial support mechanism
for farmers by providing
timely and affordable credit
for crop production and al-
lied activities. The govern-
ment has also undertaken
several reforms in recent
years to strengthen the

Rs 10.2L cr agri lending
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scheme and enhance its out-
reach.

Key reforms include the
enhancement of credit limits,
the expansion of coverage to
allied sectors such as fisher-
ies and animal husbandry,
and the integration of digital
platforms like the Kisan Rin
Portal. These initiatives have
improved the transparency
and efficiency of the credit
delivery system while mak-
ing it easier for farmers to
access loans.

According to the factsheet,
the adoption of digital moni-
toring tools and integrated
portals has enabled better da-
ta-driven oversight, faster
processing of loan applica-
tions, and more transparent
claim settlements. This has
significantly improved gov-
ernance and operational effi-
ciency within the agricultural
credit framework.

In another major step to
support farmers, the govern-
ment increased the crop loan
limit under the Modified In-
terest Subvention Scheme
from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.
The credit limit for fisheries
and other allied agricultural
activities was also raised
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 5 lakh,
enabling farmers and rural
entrepreneurs to access larger
volumes of institutional
credit.
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WEST ASIA CRISIS CLOUDS IPL

2026 SEASON START PROSPECTS

Rising Middle East tensions may delay IPL schedule as organisers review

BENGALURU

The start of the 2026 season
of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) could be delayed due to
the ongoing geopolitical crisis
in West Asia, with league of-
ficials closely monitoring the
rapidly evolving situation be-
fore taking a final call.

The 19th edition of the
cash-rich franchise T20 tour-
nament was initially sched-
uled to begin on March 28.
However, escalating tensions
in the Middle East, which
have disrupted international
logistics and contributed to
shortages of LPG supplies in
India, may force organisers to
postpone the start of the tour-
nament by a few days, ac-
cording to media reports.

Soon after India lifted the

ICC Men's T20 World Cup
title by defeating New Zea-
land national cricket team in a
one-sided final at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium in Ahmed-
abad on March &, the tourna-
ment’s official broadcaster
Star Sports had announced
through social media that the
IPL season would commence
on March 28.

However, the deteriorating
situation in West Asia has cre-
ated uncertainty around sev-
eral sporting schedules and
logistical operations, prompt-
ing IPL authorities to reassess
the tournament timeline.

IPL Chairperson Arun
Dhumal acknowledged that
the league’s Governing Coun-
cil is carefully observing de-
velopments before confirming
the schedule.

“We’re reviewing the de-
velopment. Since this is an
evolving situation, nothing
can be said as of now. But
given the requirement of the
situation, we will take a call
accordingly,” Dhumal was
quoted as saying in media re-
ports.

The IPL Governing Council
had been expected to release
the fixtures for the 2026 sea-
son within the next few days.
Earlier plans suggested that
the first phase of the schedule
would be announced initially,
with the second phase to fol-
low after the Election Com-
mission of India finalised the
dates for Assembly elections
in five states.

However, the uncertainty
triggered by the West Asia
crisis has temporarily put

those plans on hold.

Meanwhile, Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru will enter
the season as defending
champions after clinching
their maiden IPL title last
year.

They defeated Punjab
Kings by six runs in the final
played at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad.

Historically, Mumbai Indi-
ans and Chennai Super Kings
remain the most successful
franchises in IPL history,
jointly holding the record for
the highest number of titles
with five championships each.

Officials said a final deci-
sion regarding the tourna-
ment’s start date will be taken
once the situation in West
Asia becomes clearer in the
coming days.

Smriti Mandhana retains

No.l spot
A in ICC women’s

Indian opener continues dom-
inance despite team's recent
ODI series defeat against Aus

DUBAI

Indian opener Smriti Mandha-
na has retained the No.1 posi-
tion in the latest women’s
ODI batting rankings released
by the International Cricket
Council (ICC).

The elegant left-hander
continues to top the list de-
spite India’s recent 03 series
defeat to the Australia wom-
en’s national cricket team.
Mandhana’s consistent
run-scoring over the past year
has helped her maintain the
top spot among ODI batters.

India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur also retained her place
in the top 10, remaining
eighth in the rankings. How-
ever, there was a slight set-
back for India as middle-order
batter Jemimah Rodrigues
slipped one place to 12th fol-
lowing the series against Aus-
tralia.

Meanwhile, players from
the New Zealand women’s
national cricket team made
notable progress after strong
performances in their ongoing
home ODI series against the
Zimbabwe women’s national
cricket team.

New Zealand captain Ame-

lia Kerr was among the big-
gest gainers. The all-rounder
impressed with the ball, tak-
ing four wickets in the first
ODI and a stunning sev-
en-wicket haul in the second
match in Dunedin. Her per-
formance made her only the
seventh player in women’s
ODI history to take seven or
more wickets in a match.

Kerr moved up five places
to 11th in the ODI bowling
rankings and also climbed to
fifth among all-rounders.

Batters Brooke Halliday
and Maddy Green also made
gains after strong performanc-
es. Halliday scored an unbeat-
en 157 in the first ODI to
reach 11th among batters,
while Green moved up to
joint 22nd.

Changes were also seen in
the women’s T20I rankings
after the series between the
West Indies women'’s national
cricket team and the Sri Lan-
ka women’s national cricket
team. Sri Lanka’s Hasini Per-
era climbed to 28th in the
T201I batting rankings after an
unbeaten half-century, while
West Indies spinner Afy
Fletcher rose to seventh
among bowlers.

T20 WC final: Arshdeep
fined 15% match fee

AHMEDABAD

India pacer Arshdeep Singh
has been fined 15 per cent of
his match fee for throwing the
ball “aggressively and inap-
propriately” at Daryl Mitchell
during the final of the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2026.
The incident occurred
during the summit clash be-
tween India national cricket
team and New Zealand na-
tional cricket team at the Na-
rendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad on Sunday,
where India eventually se-
cured a dominant victory to
retain the world title.
According to the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC),
the 27-year-old left-arm fast
bowler breached Article 2.9
of the ICC Code of Con-
duct for Players and Play-
er Support Personnel.
The article relates to
throwing a ball or any
piece of cricket equip- §
ment at or near a player !
in an inappropriate or
potentially dangerous
manner during an in-
ternational match.
The incident took
place in the 11th over
of New Zealand’s in-
nings. After deliver-
ing the ball, Arsh-
deep fielded it on his
follow-through and
threw it forcefully in
the direction of
Mitchell, striking

Indian pacer penalised
after aggressive throw
struck New Zealand
batter during
Ahmedabad final

the batter on the pads. While
the situation did not escalate
further, match offi-
cials
deemed
the ac-
tion to @
be in- /T
appro-
priate.
In ad-
dition to |
the fine,

INDIA

one demerit point has been
added to Arshdeep’s disci-
plinary record. The ICC clar-
ified that this was the first
offence for the Indian pacer
within a 24-month period.

The sanction was proposed
by match referee Andy Py-
croft of the Emirates ICC
Elite Panel of Match Refer-
ees. Arshdeep accepted the
punishment without contest,
which meant a formal disci-
plinary hearing was not re-
quired.

The charge was levelled by
the on-field umpiring team

- comprising Richard I1-

lingworth and Alex
Wharf, along with third
umpire Allahuddien
Paleker and fourth um-
pire Adrian Hold-
stock.

Level 1 breaches
under the ICC Code of

Conduct carry penal-
ties ranging from an of-
ficial reprimand to a maxi-
mum fine of 50 per cent of a
player’s match fee, along
with one or two demerit
points.

Despite the brief controver-
sy, the final ended in emphat-
ic fashion for India, who de-
feated New Zealand by 96
runs. The victory helped India
become the first team to suc-
cessfully defend the T20
World Cup title and also made
them the most successful side
in the tournament’s history

with three championships.

Iranian football team member changes
mind on asylum request in Australia

SYDNEY

A member of the Iran wom-
en's national football team has
withdrawn her request for
asylum in Australia, leading
to the relocation of teammates
who had sought protection af-
ter their location was revealed
to Iranian authorities.

The development comes
amid heightened tensions sur-
rounding the team’s participa-
tion in the AFC Women's
Asian Cup, where several
players had sought sanctuary
after facing backlash at home
for refusing to sing the na-
tional anthem during matches.

Seven members of the visit-
ing Iranian delegation had ini-
tially sought asylum in Austra-
lia, fearing repercussions upon
returning to Iran. Their silent
protest during the anthem was
widely viewed as a symbolic
act of defiance against the
country’s ruling establishment,
drawing sharp criticism from
officials and state media.

However, the situation took
a dramatic turn when one of
the players reconsidered her
decision after speaking with
teammates who had opted to
return home. She subsequent-

ly contacted the Iranian em-
bassy in Canberra, revealing
the location of the other asy-
lum seekers. Following the
disclosure, Australian author-
ities swiftly moved the group
to another safe location.

Tony Burke, Australia’s
Minister for Home Affairs,
confirmed that officials acted
immediately after learning
that the embassy had obtained
the team’s whereabouts.

“As a result, the Iranian
embassy now knew the loca-
tion of where everybody was.
I immediately gave instruc-
tions for the people to be
moved, and that has been
dealt with,” Burke said, add-
ing that the player who with-
drew her asylum request had
made the decision voluntarily.

Australian authorities had
earlier taken precautions to
ensure that players were able
to make independent deci-
sions regarding asylum. Each
member of the team was sep-
arated from the main squad
upon arrival at Sydney Air-
port and given the opportunity
to privately consider whether
to seek protection.

The episode has further
strained relations between
Australia and Iran. While
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese praised
the courage of the players
who sought asylum and
pledged support for them,
Iran’s football authorities ac-
cused Australia of coercing
the athletes into abandoning
their homeland.

Former Pakistan captain focuses on correcting
technical flaws ahead of upcoming PSL

Babar Azam skips National T20 to work
on batting technique before PSL

KARACHI

Former Pakistan national
cricket team captain Babar
Azam has opted out of
the ongoing National
T20 Championship in
order to focus on im-
proving his batting tech-
nique ahead of the start
of the Pakistan Super
League (PSL).

Babar’s name had ini-
tially been included in
the Lahore Whites
squad for the domestic
tournament currently
being played in Pesha-
war. However, the star
batter has decided not to
participate in the com-
petition and instead spend
time working on his game
with a group of coaches.

Sources close to the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) in-
dicated that the decision was
taken in consultation with
team manage-
ment to allow the
former captain to
address certain
technical short-
comings that
have affected his
batting in recent
months.

Although the
identities of the
coaches assisting
him have not
been disclosed,
Babar is under-
stood to be un-

‘ dergoing focused

training sessions aimed at re-
fining his technique before
the next major assignment in

the franchise league.

The PSL’s 11th edition is
scheduled to begin on March
26, where Babar will repre-
sent Peshawar Zalmi and is
expected to open the batting
for the side.

Once regarded as one of the
most consistent batters in in-
ternational cricket, Babar had

previously topped the rank- {{}

Lakshya Sen targets World Ch’ships, Asian Games
after demanding All England campaign

BENGALURU

ings across all formats re- |&

leased by the International |
Cricket Council. However, he

has struggled to replicate his
earlier form since 2024, fac-
ing criticism from former
players and analysts over his
recent performances.

His difficult phase contin-
ued during the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup 2026, where
Pakistan endured a disap-
pointing campaign.

4 India’s top men’s singles shut-
tler Lakshya Sen has shifted his

; focus to the upcoming marquee
tournaments — the BWF World
" Championships and the Asian
Games — as he plans the re-
mainder of his 2026 season fol-
lowing a physically demanding
~ run at the All England Open
Badminton Championships.

star finished runner-up
at the prestigious Bir-

The 24-year-old Indian

mingham event for the
second time in his ca-
reer, capping off a chal-
lenging week that test-
ed his endurance and

Speaking during a media inter-
action, Lakshya made it clear that
the World Championships in Au-
gust and the Asian Games in Sep-
tember will be his primary targets
this year. “Yes, I think those two
are the major events that [ will be
playing this year: World Champi-
onships and Asian Games,” Lak-
shya said, adding that he plans to
carefully assess his performance
and training schedule before re-
suming competition.

The world No. 12 endured a
tough path to the final in Bir-
mingham. He began his campaign
with an impressive victory over
top seed Shi Yugqi in the opening
round before overcoming Angus

He admitted the intense semifi-
nal took a heavy toll on his body
and affected his recovery ahead
of the final. “The last semifinal
that I played took some toll on
the body, especially when I was
cramping during the match. I did
everything I could to recover well
and come back fresh on the finals
day,” Lakshya explained.

However, the accumulated fa-
tigue from several long matches
during the week made it difficult
to regain full fitness in time for the
title clash. “Even during the match
and after it, the muscles were un-
der a lot of strain. From the first
day itself, the matches were long
and intense, so eventually the

4

alsl

fitness. Following the
tournament, Lakshya
has decided to skip
the Swiss Open in Ba-
" sel to prioritise recovery
and prepare strategically for
the season’s biggest compe-
titions.

Ng Ka Long of Hong Kong and
former champion Li Shifeng in
subsequent rounds.

Lakshya then battled through a
gruelling semifinal against Cana-
da’s Victor Lai, a marathon en-
counter that lasted 97 minutes
and pushed the Indian shuttler to
his physical limits.

muscles got tired,” he added.

Despite the physical strain,
Lakshya believes the experience
will help him fine-tune his prepa-
ration for the upcoming major
events, where he hopes to deliver
strong performances and bring
more success for Indian badmin-
ton on the global stage.
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